
1. The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows
HD ME COMMANDS(Classification 
by subjects)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom
Movements
Operations
Allied Ain Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS (Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East Indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e.g . when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940),

(b) Western Approaches (daily) situation Reports
(1 September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements .(Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941).

(e) paily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (l July 1941, No.222)

(g) paily operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

( h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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Situation Report

NARVIK Area

Ma.Sd.ogA,,, Mg*

Namsos Area

H.M. the King of Norway and his Govt, were 
transferred from GLASGOW to the Norwegian 
ship HEIMDAL in Malanger Fiord at 2130/1.
He intends to remain in the Tromso area, 
but not in Tromso itself, and communications 
will be made via the British Consul.
Grand Hotel, Harstad, the Naval Base head
quarters, was bombed and hit, two ratings 
being killed. Three bombs fell near the
S.S. ATLANTIS, hospital ship, which was 
lying quite apart. Something else was set 
on fire with 45 casualties, but the message 
was corrupt and this has not yet been cleared 
up.
The oiler BOARDALE, part of a convoy of 3 sup 
ply ships bound for Narvik, which was damaged 
by grounding off Lango Island at 1840/30, 
later caught fire and sank. No casualties.

ROYAL ULSTERMAN (Vice BEN MY CHREE, delayed) 
and MOHAWK left Scapa with the landing 
party for Mo at 2230/1. JANUS is held 
up by fog, and has not yet been able to 
land her party at Mosjoen.

Evacuation in this area, which was to 
have started on the night l/5_2/5> was 
postponed owing to fog. JANUS, who 
should have joined CARLISLE to assist in 
the evacuation, is also held up by fog. 
Both she and CARLISLE were bombed during
1/5.
C.S.20 considers that two nights will be 
required to evacuate Namsos.
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Situation Report

Aandalsnes Area
C.S.2 reports the evacuation operation 
completed. 2,200 troops were embarked 
from Aandalsnes, 120 Royal Marines from 
Veblunose3, which is across the fiord from 
Aandalsnes.
WANDERER, which went ashore near Aandalsnes 
at 2315/30> was towed off by SIKH, after 
jettisoning her torpedoes. She is damaged, 
but can still steam 25 knots.
Aandalsnes was bombed intermittently during 
the day. CALCUTTA and AUCKLAND had 150 
bombs aimed at them without being hit, 
and were ordered to withdraw, being needed 
for evacuation at night.
Captain (D) 6, in SOMALI, left Aalesund 
at midnight 1/2, with the Primrose party, 
consisting of 9 R.N. and R.M. officers,
202 ratings and R.M.s., 24 wounded and 
15 civilians. Two seriously wounded, 
including Mr. Bemardes, British Consul 
at Haugesund, who is not expected to 
recover, have been left behind.
AUCKLAND was left to embark the final 
covering party. General Paget is in 
MANCHESTER.
DIANA sailed for Tromso with Norwegian
C. in C. and 30 of his staff.

Enemy Air Activity
Considerable enemy aircraft activity during 
the day, the meteorogical flight being 
out as" usual during the morning; reports 
indicate area of observation central North 
Sea, and an area east of Kinnaird’s Head.
Our Naval forces operating off the Norwegian 
coast were shadowed and attacked at various 
times during the day. 2 aircraft-carriers 
5 cruisers, 1 sloop and 3 destroyers 
reported attacks on them. Eneny aircraft 
engaged in the transport of troops etc. were 
again active, this time taking troops from 
Oslo to Utersen.
There we re extensive x-raids along the East 
Coast during the night 1/2 May. Ports 
from Blyth to the Humber are closed to 
shipping. At Blyth, one German aircraft 
flew round the South Harbour machine-gunning. 
Fog prevented interception by our aircraft.
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Situation Report

Enemy Air
Activity (continued)

Dunkirk is also closed, but traffic will 
probably be resumed there tomorrow.
The port of Harwich is open.

British Air Activity
All patrols except one North of Scotland 
were flown.
At 0955/1> Coastal Command aircraft 
reported 1 aircraft carrier, 3 cruisers,
3 destroyers, 20 miles N.W. of Borkum 
(see Enemy Intelligence). Further aircraft 
were despatched to re-locate this force 
without success.
Bomber Command's latest report and photos 
give the number of German aircraft at 
Stavanger as 80. Six Bomber Command 
aircraft raided Stavanger, Six Aalborg, 
and six Fornebu.
MANCHESTER shot down one aircraft at 2115/1.
12 aircraft have been out on special duty 
in the northern part of the Sound and the 
Elbe.
V.A. (A) reported on the night 1/5 that 
ARK ROYAL had been heavily bombed and had 
shot down an enemy aircraft at 19 15/1 *
As he stated that he could not operate 
close enough to the shore to support the 
troops, C. in C. ordered his force to 
return to Scapa.

Miscellaneous

Wrecks of two ships which are apparently 
■German merchant ships sunk by mines have 
been reported from the Hague as being near 
Hubert Gat Buoy, at entrance to River Eras.
Diving operations on submarine UNITY have 
been begun.
The French destroyer MAILLE BREZE, which 
caught fire p.m. 30/4, sank in six fathoms 
at Greenock.
One magnetic mine was exploded in Liverpool 
Bay.
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Movements

Northern Patrol In view of absence of neutral or enemy
Eastbound shipping primary object of 
Patrol for the present becomes interception 
of disguised raiders. Courses of A.M.C‘s 
will be reversed at 1400 today Wednesday. 
V.A.N.P. 0901/1.

Submarines Positions 0600/2 and movements (V.A.S.,
1917/1) (D.C. 2223/1).

Operations. Narvik.
Floatplane Under consideration to form for use in 
Organisation Narvik area, ^.robably consist of 18 Roes,

9 Swordfish (ol6) and 6 Walrus ex-cruisers 
under refit. (5th S.L. 2015/1).

Foreign Troops Request confirmation and date of arrival
Foreign Legion at Ballangen in Ofot Fiord 
and Poles to Tromso. Understood Poles 
have Commanders and staff, but maintenance 
must be from France until French are 
established here. (Rupert Force to W.O. 
134-5/1).

Aircraft Admiralty 1526/30. Necessary for carriers
Carriers to return to Scapa to be re-equipped before

proceeding to Narvik area. (C. in C., H.F. 
1857/1). See also Air.

Nets and Mines Adty 1706/27 and my 0019/1. Propose
PROTECTOR lay approx, -f mile of B.l net west 
of Staksvollholm forthwith and then be 
released for Mediterranean. Remaining 
defence can be completed by boom trawlers 
andlaying of mines when available.
(F.O. Narvik, 2333/I).
Propose to send 260 mines in TEVIOT^BANK 
and 80 in PLOVER leaving Immingham about 
10/5. (D.O.D.(H) 0017/2).

Stores My 2230/30. Owing to delay with BEN MY CHREE
ROYAL ULSTERMAN to transport stores and 
personnel to Narvik area. (C. in C., H.F. 
0921/lj 123/1). Sailed escorted by MOHAWK (C. in C., H.F. 2244/1).
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Operations

Narvik (continued)

Trawler Patrols Asking for increase of trawlers for
patrol based at Skjel Fiord from 8 to 11- 
Patrols ordered are Bogen (2) Ofot 
(2) Skjel Fiord (2). 11 trawlers considered
minimum. (PENELOPE 2204/1).

Floating Pier Adty 1459/29 (from F.O., Narvik, floating
pier at Portsmouth to be sent VaagS Fiord).
Pier now at White's yard for alterations. 
Could leave 9/5 if* first priority given. 
(A.S., Portsmouth 1947/1).

encirclement of Germans Narvik sector 
now completed. Narvik Cemetery demolished 
during naval bombardment silencing German 
battery in the Cemetery. Reliable 
information states Germans have given up 
positions highest areas Narvik being 
now entrenched shore with machine guns 
intended to prevent troop landings.
Germans Narvik lacked heavy guns and 
British Navy now silenced all guns they 
had. Believed 4000 civilians still 
Narvik town. (Reuter, Stockholm).

Tromso

Summary of report from Consul Tromso.
No A.A. or other guns mounted. Only a 
few machine guns. At Naval Flying 
station Skattoyra are 4 Heinkel and 2 
Norwegian reconnaissance planes.
207 Mines but no minelayers. 3 Trawlers 
with 3 inch guns.
Following are considered necessary by 
Norwegian authorities for defence of the 
Island. 8 in number 4 inch guns. 5 in 
number 4 barrel mounting 20 M.M. pom-pom.
20 lewis guns. Predictors and range 
finders. Ammunition and staff instructors. 
2 destroyers. (F.O., Narvik, 1141/1).

Situation Allied plan to arrange cone-shaped
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Operations

Namsos

Coast Patrol At earliest moment that they can be 
provided a division of destroyers should 
be detailed for the sole duty of patrol
ling coast and fiords from Namsos north
wards to prevent movement of enemy troops 
by sea. Force to be based on Skjel Fiord. 
(D.O.D.(H), 1527/1 to C. in C., H.F.)

Mos.ioen Party On completion of transport of party of 
50 men from Namsos to Mosjoen, join F.O.C. 
1 C.S. off Kya Light, 64:29 N., 10:12 E., 
at 2000/1 unless otherwise ordered.
(C. in C. H.F. 0002/1).

Mos.ioen, Mo.

Request destroyer sent to Mo, 66:19 N., 
14:16 E., to prevent enemy landing 
until arrival of detachment of troops 
in S.S. ROYAL ULSTERMAN about 3/5 
(D.O.D.(H) 1236/1).

Trondheim

No Energy Ships Following from prisoner. No warships in
Trondheim, 20 Junkers operating today 
from Vaernes. Reinforcements arriving 
Trondheim by aeroplane only. (V.A.(A;
2355/1).



7
War Diary 1.5*40.Wednesday

HOI® COMMANDS 

Operations

Aandalsnes, Aalesund. Molde.
Sickle Report From Norwegian H.Q. for War Office from 

Sickle. Message from Gen. Paget. Next 
36 hours entirely dependent on degree air 
support forthcoming. If fighters impossible, 
ask bankers maintain continuous attacks 
from O^OO/l in Gudbrnasdal Valley. Stress 
continuous presence British aircraft 
essential. (no T.O.O./l).

1
Evacuation About 1500 remain to embark tonight, but 

Norwegian number uncertain. Constant 
heavy bombing during daylight but none 
during embarkation. (F.O.C. 2 C.S. 0425/1)*
Numbers of Array ranks embarked Aandalsnes 
0050/ 1 . (ARETHUSA, O656/I).

AUCKLAND Expect arrive Aandalsnes 0630 (AUCKLAND, 
0415/1).

TARTAR May be required at Aandalsnes tomorrow 
night. To leave ULSTER PRINCE so as to 
be able to b. comply. (C. in C., H.F., 1635A)

\
SOUTHAMPTON Ordered to sail before dark tonight whether 

passengers are transferred or not. (F.O.
2 C.S. 1907/1).

Orders to MANCHESTER, BIRMINGHAM, DIANA, 
CALCUTTA, AUCKLAND (C.S. 18, 0915/1)•

Personnel
Position

As a result of continual bombing night 
and day, all personnel at Aandalsnes ux 
including Brigadier and Captain Champness 
are shaken and it appeared no one there 
really knew the position at the front. 
Colonel Simpson has been evacuated 
wounded. Incendiary bombs dropped in a 
line have been the method of illuminating 
the area for night bombing. (F.O. 2 C.S., 
1024/1).
Details on board, 12 officers 5^3 other 
ranks, (S.O. 18 C.S., 1101/1).
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Aandalsne s, Aalesund, Molde

Numbers still to evacuate from Aandalsnes 
about 1800. Final evacuation commences 
at 2300 (CALCUTTA, 1303/1).
War Office estimates number British 
troops may be as high as 2900. Very 
important to embark bullion if at all 
possible. (C. in C., H.F., 1601/1).
Lieut. Col. Kettle, now in ARETHUSA, 
reports military evacuation plans 
assumed first base party would sail 
night 29/30. Not known withdrawal had 
been postponed 24 hours. Change of date 
dislocated arrangements, although pert f>wfc 
line troops from Dombaas reached Aandalsnes 
last night. (C.S.2, 1252/1).
If SHEFFIELD and SOUTHAMPTON have only 
a few troops on board send them back to 
join F.O. 18 C.S. for tonight, as if there 
is a large rush of Norwegians at last 
moment F.O. 18 C.S. will not now have 
enough accommodation (C. in C., H.F., 
1403/1).

CALCUTTA and AUCKLAND ordered to withdraw 
at once (C. in C., H.F. 1729/1).

Do not consider I can any longer 
maintain a position from which aircraft 
can give ary support to our forces. Am 
withdrawing to N.W. and thence to Narvik 
area. (R.A.A., 1922/1 ).

Dutch Coast
yOperations KD, EF, DF, forces are to come 

to 12 hours’ notice. (D.O.D.(H) 0011/1).

Unusual activity of German ships.
(N.A., Hague, 1850/1). In consequence of 
Dutch Govt, air reconnaissance reports 
of German naval movements between Emsell 
and Jade today, grave cumulative 
indications of possible attack on 
Netherlands soon. All coast lights 
extinguished tonight and garrisons 
prepared. (N.A., Hague, 1910/1).
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Operations

Dutch Coast (continued)

Destroyers To come to immediate notice (D.C. 1422/1)
My 1422. Destroyers revert to usual 
notice for steam (D.C., 1935/D*

F . S. 2 

N.S. 2

F.P.3

BROOMDALE

F.S.3

Convoys. Norway.
Arrived Vaags Fiord 30/4. (F.O. Narvik,
2320/1 ).
Hoped to sail for Narvik 2/5. Composition 
(D.O.D.(H) 1526/1).
Sailed for Narvik. List and route 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0701/1, 0705/1). 
WHIRLWIND sailed to join escort(F.O.I.C., 
Greenock, 1316/1).
Oiler, to be ready for voyage to Narvik 
by O8OO/3 . (C. in C., H.F., 2320/I).
Sailed (F.O.C.O.S. 0530/1).

Allied Submarines

SFAX French submarine SFAX patrol report.
Periodic enemy motor boat and seaplane 
patrol. Drifting mines southward of 
Jaederens. (SFAX 0030/1).

PORPOISE Patrol report 15-25/4 off Lister. (V.A.S.2312/1
1246/1).

TETRARCH) Requesting no publicity to lengthy hunts
TRUANT ) endured recently by submarines such as

TETRARCH and TRUANT. Better let enemy 
think they were successful than to continue 
future hunts until air and battery power 
of submarine exhausted. (C. in C., H.F.
1147 /l).

Norwegian Units.
SLEIPNER Arrived 0640 (N.O.I.C. Newcastle-on-Tyne,

0645/1).
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ROME COMI-.AITDS.
Operations.
Aandalsnes and Molde - 

First Evacuation.

List of ships engaged (R.A.(D) H.F. 
War Diary, T.S.D., 4612/40).

M/V. GLADQNIA (British 359 tons) (l Lewis gun,
1 rifle.) Gunned 2200, f mile 
94° Heugh Lt. Apparently explosive 
bullets. Slight damage. 1 man 
slightly injured. ( 1 D Form AA).

Machine gunned. No hits.
2245, 5 miles S. of Souter Point. 
Masthead light was on.
(1 D. Form AA).

Air

H0LYR00D (1 Lewis gun) Fishing vessel



11

War Diary 1.5.40.
Wednesday

HOME COMMANDS

Air

British Activity
Cloud flying reconnaissance of Stade 
Wilhelmshaven, Schilling Roads and Ems 
Estuary (priority in that order) should 
he carried out with the object of 
locating EUROPA, BREMEN and enemy warships. 
Two Blenheim Squadrons should be in readi
ness for possible developments, one at 
3 hours notice and second as relief. 
Consequent reduction in bombing effort 
tonight accepted. No.22 Sqdn. Beauforts 
will t%ke this duty tomorrow 2/5 when 
Blenheims may stand down to be co-ordinated 
between Bomber and Coastal Command. (Air- 
Min. to Bomber Command, I325/I).

Carrier Move further north. Following should
Operations be programme tomorrow Thursday:-

(a) Fighter protection, Namsos.
(b) Attack on objective in 1720/30 unless 
fighter defence is too strong.
On Friday repeat (b) at dawn if possible 
and then return to Scapa with your force. 
(C. in C. H.F. to Aircraft Carriers,
1853/1).
Do not consider I can any longer maintain 
a position from which aircraft can give 
any support to our forces. Am withdrawing 
to N.W. and thence to Narvik area (V.A.A., 
1922/1) If you cannot carry out operations 
in my l853/l» return to Scapa. (C. in C.,
h .f . 2052/ 1 ).
Northerly movement during today, during 
which carriers have operated at maximum 
effective distance from coast, has 
resulted in carrier squadron being 
continuously shadowed and bombed with 
accuracy 4 times. Consider operations 
in your 18 53/1 are no longer practicable 
by a carrier force in this area. (V.A.A. 
2230/1 ).



War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

1.5.40.
Wednesday

Air.

British Air Activity (continued)

Operation "Zeal11 Will not be carried out (ray 1148/29).
(C. in C., H.F. to V.A.A., 1427/1).

Rye Aerodrome Reconnaissance report (H.Q. B.C. 0555/D*

Stavanger Reports of attacks (H.q , B.C. 0525/1,
2015/1 $ o820/1, 1305/1’ 1355/1,

Fomebu Report of attacks. (H.Q. B.C. 0710/1.
0825/ 1 ).

Aalborg

Skua shot 
down

Reconnaissance

Report of attacks (H.Q. B.C. 0710/1).

Skua L.2905 shot down in error, both 
occupants saved (NUBIAN, 2054/1).

Nordejkney, Schillig Roads, etc. (H.Q.
B.C. 1845/1, 0120/2, 0430/2).

Enemy Air Activity

Aandalsnes Continuous shadowing for last hour.
(CALCUTTA, 1135/1).
14 aircraft bombing Aandalsnes. (CALCUTTA
16 20 /1).
Anticipate more intensive bombing, 
request fighter protection. (CALCUTTA, 
1625/1).

Attacks on
British
Warships

Bombing attacks were made on H.M. ships 
continually during the day, the following 
vessels being involved.
ARK ROYAL and GLORIOUS, aircraft-carriers. 
CALCUTTA and CARLISLE, A.A. ships.
AUCKLAND sloop.
SOMALI, WALKER and JANUS, destroyers.

(contd.)
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Enemy Air Activity

Attacks on None of these attacks appear to have been
British Warships successful or to have secured any hits, 
(Continued) although in some cases up to 14 enemy

aircraft were engaged in single attacks. 
CALCUTTA at Aandalsnes had over 150 
bombs aimed at her during the course of 
the day, and other vessels were heavily 
attacked, the Aircraft Carrier Squadron 
being continuously shadowed and bombed 
with fair accuracy on four occasions.
Two enemy aircraft were shot down, one 
by ARK ROYAL and one by MANCHESTER.

WALKER 2 aircraft bombing SKJV 4010 (0335/D*

D .6 Bombed (Capt. D.6, 0355/1). 1 aircraft,
6 bombs, no hits (0430/1). Position 055 
PFQX 46 (0635/1).

CALCUTTA

ARK ROYAL

Bombed, 100 PFRU 19 (0727/1) 17 bombs, no 
hits (0825/1)* Shadowed, Aandalsnes, 
(1040/1). About 90 bombs, no hits. 
(1651/1). Over 150 bombs dropped, no 
hits, both withdrawing since 1645. 
(CALCUTTA, 1753/1).

Bombed, PFOX 5847 (0755/1, 0825/1). Aircraft-Carrier Sqdn. being continuously 
bombed (ARK ROYAL, 16 13/I. Very heavy 
attacks. One aircraft shot down. No hits. 
(R.A.(A) 1916/1).

AUCKLAND Bombed, Blenheims engaging aircraft.
(0755/1, O808/I).

)

GALATEA Bombed. (0354/1).

C.S.18 8 aircraft, 4 attacks, no hits, positions
XKTS XKGX , 1444 2236 (C.S. 18, 1425/1, 
l6lO/l). One aircraft shot down in flames. 
(C.S.18 2114/1).

CALYPSO Master on returning Hartlepool reports
trawler attacked by 1E^A at 2210/30 9 deg. E.N.E.

Hartlepool. Replied with Lewis guns. No 
hits either side. (N.O.I.C. Hartlepool, 
1410/1).
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Enemy Air Activity (continued)

CARLISLE

DEVONSHIRE

JANUS

Bombed 190 RJGD 12. (1030/1). 

Bombed 154 QFJV 6 (1304/1, I627/I). 

Bombed 277 RJGD 19 (0920/1).

Mining

Enemy Mines, Admiral Nord reports 2 or 3 magnetic mines 
Dunkirk laid apparently in Dunkirk Roads. All

traffic is stopped but it is hoped to 
resume normal traffic during tomorrow. 
(V.A., Dover, 1755/1).

St. Mary's Light 55*04- N., 1:27 W. is an excellent
leading mark for enemy aircraft dropping 
parachute mines, also U-boats. Suggest 
extinction. (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1056/1). 
Cancel my 1056/1 )F.O.I.C., Tyne, 1503/1).

Norway C. in C., H.F.s 2345/30/4. Suggesting
Minelaying amendment of area xM±±a which would have

some effect and be easier from submarine's 
point of view. (V.A.S., 1804/1).

Hartlepool Enemy aircraft reported dropped object
2 mile East He ugh Light and 015° 1 mile 
south Gase. Have stopped all vessels 
leaving Hartlepool and Tees. (N.O.I.C., 
Hartlepool 2245/1).

Ports closed Consequent on aircraft mining, Blyth,
Sunderland, Hartlepool, Middlesbrough and 
Dunkirk Roads were closed. The Tyne was 
reopened. (I.C., 0438/40).

0145
01590401
0421
0421

neavy unexplained explos: 
120° Sunderland 32 miles
E. of Saltscar 2 "
080° Heugh Lt. % "
S.E. Tyne 8
N.E. Saltscar 2

II
I!

(three). 
(two). 
(one). 
(one). 
(one).

(I.C., 0438/40).
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Enemy Intelligence.

Cape Diversions.

Tyne.
Convoys.

Suspicious Ship.

Information received suggests that the enemy 
are using two lines of leader cable running 
in W.S.W. direction for *4-0-50 miles from a 
position roughly 20’ N.W. of Vlieland Island.
(53° 10’ N, 5° 00’ E). (I.C., Ok37/kO)
A/C reports *4- enemy transports in LSJV 5*4.50 
course 270° speed 10 knots. (D.C.1020/1)
A/C reports a proportion of enemy transport 
proceeds to Laurvik (R.A.S. 1339/ 1 )
Three merchant ships sighted by A/C in Gans Fiord 
and a large ship of about 8,000 tons in Havs Fiord at 0820/1.
A/C reported 2 ships estimated 6,000 and 8,000 tons 
at anchor ^ mile W. of Harland S.W. of Stavanger at 1720 (H.Q.Bt. 0120/2)
10 large transports were reported to have passed 
Vaderoarna at 1500/1, course N.
Three 1,000 tons ships sighted by a/c at 2 1*4-5/1 
in Lunde Fjord (10* N.W. of Fames).
A German ammunition ship believed ’unable to 
move is reported to be camouflaged and moored 
west of Brattholm, 60° 2*4.̂-* N, 5° 06' E.
Shi .'Ping,
Ships diverted to Cape or to Trinidad for orders (D.C.0211/1)
Port open. (F.O.I.C. Tyne 1330/1)
Positions (D.C. 1903/1)
Miscellaneous.
At 1000/1/5 A/C reported 5000 ton ship Nyderland 
in BQDN 19*4-0 course, N.W. 8 knots: name on 
stern only. Nationality unknown. Regard as suspicious (V.A.N.P. 1815/1)
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Miscellaneous,

a/aAmmunition. Experience of sloops in Norway has shown that the 
output of H.A. ammunition, when subject to continual 
bombing attacks is only sufficient for about one 
day. Requested that H.A. ammunition for the 4 
destroyers detailed for operation P.A. may be 
available at the most suitable base for rapid 
restocking (C. in G. Rosyth 1559/1)

North Sea

Channel

WEaTHER.Wind.
S.E. fresh or strong in 
N. and E. Moderate or 
light in S. and W.
Variable, light.

Visibility. 
Good in N. and 
E. Moderate or 
poor in S. & W.

Outlook.
Similar.

W. Approaches S. or variable,
light.

Horns Reef. S.E. strong.
W. coast 
Norway.
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ARLETTA in 
collision with 
FOWEY.

CASUALTIES and DEFECTS.
Home Commands.

ARLETTA, ex Convoy H.G.27, reports possible 
rammin*and sinking of ship showing a red 
light 'over a white light at 2352/28/1- in ap
proximate position lt-8°55,N. 06oLj.3’W. Did 
stop owing to fog. Written report will be 
forwarded. (V.A. Dover 1251/1%POWEY reports collision with merchant ship 
28/Ij.. After cabin flat between stations 
102 and 113 flooded. Bulkhead frames and 
decks severely damaged. Estimated period 
for repairs will be signalled after ship 
has been docked.
(C. in C. W.A. 1901+/1, V.A. Dover 1251/1% 
Considered this collision was with POWEY 
reported in 1901/1. Owing to thick 
weather ship's name not known to POWEY.
(C. in C. W.A. 2038/1.).

BEN-MY-CHREE Unable to weigh due to defective winch. 
Repairs in hand.(Flo.I.C. Greenock 0210/l).

NORTHERN PRIDE Aground in Julsundet at 0U1-5* 
(C.S.2. 1222/1).

ULSTER MONARCH Cracked piston, another journey impossible, 
returnin'- to Scapa.
(D.6. 111-6/1)*

BLYSKAWICA Polish destroyer, alongside VINDICTIVE 
having feed tank repairs. Propose 
sailing for Bogen 0700 tomorrow. 
(BLYSKAWICA l650/l%

AGHIA VARVARA Lost propeller. WINDSOR and tug to 
assist.
(C. in C. W.A. 1809/1)*

WANDERER (Ashore near Aandalsnes). Towed off by 
SIKH, damaged, but can still steam 
25 knots.

America • • •
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CASUALTIES and DEFECTS.
finerica and 
West Indies-

Broken rudder, beiny tov/ed by BUTESHIRE 
approximately 330 miles IT. of Bermuda. 
Ordered them to proceed Bermuda for 
docking and repairs.
(C. in C. A. and W.I. 1650/1.)



SECRET.

(Diversions,
Cape.

QUEEN MARY.

ALBATROSS.

>
Enemy Trade,

R.A. (D).

C. in C.

WARSPITE.
Fuel at 
Alexandria.

Movements.

My 1830/27. Ships diverted via Cape or to 
Trinidad for orders. (D.T.D. to P.O.C.N.A. 0210/1)

South Atlantic.
1218 30/4 information incorrect. Press photographs 
on QUEEN MARY released here that day. (N. 0.1.C. 
Siraonstown to C.in C. S.A.0950/1)
To proceed to Dakar to dock and return Freetown. 
(C.in C. S.A.0915/1)

Mediterranean.
Captain of Egyptian ship ZAMZAM loading Constanza 
saw hundreds of German railway trucks loading goods 
for Germany. He suggests putting sand in axle 
grease boxes. Suggest iron fittings or mercury.
(R.A. Alexandria, 1601/1) T.7 •  ̂j
R.A.(D) Mediterranean requested to hoist his flag 
in ORION tomorrow and proceed Alexandria as soon 
as convenient after ray arrival. (C.in C.Med.0947/1)
C.in C. in NEPTUNE, with ORION, DECOY and DEFENDER, 
left Malta 30/4. (s.0.I., Malta 1137/1)
To await further orders at Gibraltar. (D. 0. D. (F)01<s7/l)
Italian CANGE asking for excessive oil bunker on next 
visit to Alexandria. Request instructions re this 
and similar cases. (R.A., Alexandria, 1706/1)
Battleships and Destroyers. (D.C.0652/1)
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SECRET.

230 Squadron 
R.A.P.

Japanese Navy. 
Shipping.

%

Jontraband
Jontrol.

%

•roop
Transports.

WAR DIARY. 1st May, 1940.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

China.
Re move to Egypt. Stores and spares. (H.Q. Par 
East Command R.A.F. to Air Ministry 0710/1)
Admirals’ appointments. (N.A. Tokyo 1101/1)
Your 0455/30 to Admiralty. Category (c) in 
paragraph 2 of my 1835/21 may be taken to 
include Thai, China, Manchukuo, Japan, but not 
Russia. (Head of M. to C.in C. China, 2356/1)

East Indies.
Commencing 14/5 on all northbound shipping 
unwilling to accept control Port Said. Export 
control on all southbound shipping not having 
naval clearance or not examined and cleared at 
sea. Directions for Italian ships. (D.E.W.D. 
1150/1 to C.C.S.0. Aden)

Australia.
Pending result of discussion between United 
Kingdom and Australian Government, the latter 
do not wish Australian troop transports to 
proceed further than Colombo. (A.C.N.B. to 
C.in C. E.I.06482/1)
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Troop
Transports.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
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New Zealand.

Your 16082/1 not to Admiralty. N. Z.3 proceeding 
according to original plans. (N. Z.N.B. to Admiralty
A.C.N.B. F.O.C. A. S.2309Z/1)



WAR DIARY.

SECRET
GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS 

Home Commands.
1st May,1940 2 2  
Wednesday

WINNETOU My 1815/11/4- German tanker WINNETOU has not been reported since
she left Las Palmas on 9/4. (Admty 1200/1).

POSIDCNIA (Sunk by TRIDENT) on 8/4) was one of two sister ships, tankers,built
at Hamburg for the Ossag Co. 8,100 gross tons. The names which were 
to have been given them were DORSANUM and DISCINA; the former is 
thought to have been named POSIDONIA. (l.C.0438/40)

BARCELONA 3101 G. T. , was ordered at 1909/1 to make for Stettin instead of
Gdynia.

BABITOUGA ) 
DRESDEN )

WINDHUK

m

South Atlantic.

Report, reliability unknown, dated 1/5 states these two ships 
have shipped masthead crow’s nests.

A. 1 report, Anglo-Mexican claim was to be paid into court by German 
Embassy 1/5. A new claim on behalf of Schroeeders of London to the 
full value of WINDHUK’s hull was to be made also on 1/5-

HANNOVER
AMERICA AND WEST INDIES

Requesting information probable sailing date. (D.T.D. to S.O.I., 
Kingston 2221/1).
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Ships attacked. 
Fate of Asdic

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING. 1.5.40
Wednesday

ifl/hen Asdic fitted ships have "been lost the senior survivor on 
landing should at once be interviewed by Flag or Naval Officer 
in Charge to ascertain whether it is certain that steps have been 
taken to prevent the Asdic gear particularly the dome falling into 
the enemy's hands. Reports should be signalled at once to Admiralty 
D.A/S.W. 1751/1.

«

V Submarines Reported.

- 1515

1059

Submarines Attacked.

Estimated dispositions:- Indications that a U-boat may be cruising 
within a radius of about 20 miles between North and East and another 
within about the same distance between North and West of lluckle 
Flugga.

3 U-boats now reported to be in the approaches to Trondheim.

No indications of any other changes. (I.C.0437/40) D.D.I.C.1226/1).

In mouth of Loch Eribol 58036’ N, 6° 38'W (D.4 report) A.C.O.S.185Q/

By A/C. B Q Z S 2018 (A/C 254 Sqdn. 1515/1) U. 25 partly submerged, 
preparing to attack destroyer, sighted from 15 miles and attacked 
with machine guns forcing him to submerge at 1500 hours.Patrolled 
area until 1556. (Donibristle,1810/1 ) WANDERER hunting (WANDERER 
1605/1).

D.F., B.F.N.D.1535

Sighted by French merchant vessel, 49°43' N. ,06016* W. (C.in C.W.A. 
1303/1 1324/1). (H.Q.C.C.1815/1).

Reported off Kabeloag West Fi»rd,68° 11 * N, 14° 29' E. on surface. 
(PENELOPE 2254/1)

By a/c, 61°41 * N. , 1°26» E, 054° Muckle Flugga 85',course 150°.
O oPosition approximate, 54- 15* N. , 5 35* E.

Seen by a/c, 53° 50' N., 6° 24' E. , N.W.off Borkum,course 90°.

By WAKEFUL, 49° 34-'N. , 06° 08* W. doubtful contact,abandoned 
after dropping 1 D/C (WAKEFUL 1409/1 )

Attacked by a/c with machine guns, 61°20* N., 0° 18' E. , 053° 
lluckle Flugga 48' (i.C.0438/40)
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t e . Diary 2.5.40.

Thursday.
HOME COMMANDS

\ Situation Report.

Narvik Area
F.O., Narvik, reports that large scale 
administrative planning will be necessary 
before either harbour or town can be of 
any value to us. There are about 18 
wrecks in Narvik harbour. Harstad can

•
\
:

r

handle three ships at a time up to 8,000 
tons, but it is still vulnerable to submarine 
attacks. There is safe anchorage at 
Skaanland, and small ships can be handled 
at Ballangen, but accomodation ashore 
at both these places is very limited.
He proposes that all aircraft based at 
Skaanland on floats, and that adepot-ship 
be sent, pending facilities ashore.
ARK ROYAL is t o embark aircraft at once for 
Narvik GLORIOUS and FURIOUS are also 
to transport fighter aircraft to Bardu Foss, 
in this area.
JANUS refuelled at Skelfjord 2/5, and returned 
to Mosjoen, where she landed her troops, 
approx. 128 men, without opposition and 
apparently unobserved about midnight 2/3rd 
May.

f  Aandalsnes
fXMk Ships carrying the evacuated troops from 

Aa^idalsnes arrived at Scapa. 2,145 men, 
including wounded, were embarked. MANCHESTER 
has 8 German prisoners among her passengers, 
and AUCKLAND Brigadiers Hogg and Hopwood, 
with the rearguard.

Namsos Area

h
Fog in the Namsos area continued to hamper 
operations. Captain (D) 5 in KELLY 
endeavoured to enter during the early hours 
of 2/5 without success. Later when the 
fog lifted KELLY and destroyers entered the 
Fiord, where they were bombed at 1100.
MAORI sustained superficial damage from 
splinters, and suffered 3 killed and 20 wounded

r G.O.C., Maurice, stated that the evacuation 
could not be completed in one night, and 
that air support would be essential to-morrow, 
3/5• On receiving information that no air 
support could be provided, it was decided to 
attempt the whole evacuation in one night,2/3 May.
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HOME COMMANDS

Situation Report (Continued)

British Air Activity
All normal patrols were flown during the day. 
Bomber Command raids at night appear to have been 
successful.
A German passenger ship of about 10,000 tons 
"believed to be a transport was attacked off the 
River Eras by a Hudson on the Dutch patrol, and 
later by other aircraft.
3 ships, brilliantly lit and anchored close 
in shore to the West of Norderney, were 
observed at 2200/2.
Bomber Command programme for the night, 2/3:- 

6 aircraft Rye (60 miles S. of Aalborg) 
aerodrome at dusk.

12 aircraft Rye (60 miles S. of Aalborg) 
later.

6 aircraft Security Patrols.
6 aircraft to Stavanger.
6 aircraft to Pornebo.
26 aircraft for special duty.

Bombs were seen to fall on the aerodrome at 
Rye, setting fire to two aircraft. The flash 
of an explosion in the aerodrome was also 
observed. No enemy aircraft -were encountered.

There was remarkably little activity on the 
part of enemy aircraft on 2/3 compared with the 
daily events of the past few weeks. The usual 
meteorological flight was carried out in the 
directionc£the Shetlands, returning down the 
Norwegian Coast.
A few H. M. ships operating off N0rway reported 
sighting enemy aircraft which shadov/ed them, 
but this activity appeared to be much less 
noticeable than usual.
The only attack by enemy bombers was that made 
at 1100 on KELLY and MAORI at Namsos; the 
latter destroyer suffered superficial damage 
from splinters and a few casualties. Later 
in the day enemy aircraft were again shadowing 
operations at Namsos.
At least 12 aircraft are known to have been 
operating off Ostend during the night 2/3rd, 
probably laying mines.

Enemy Air Activity
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Thursday.

HOMS COM1ANDS

Situation Report (Continued).

c  #

British Submarine Activity
NARWHAL reports having attacked a convoy in the 
Kattegat with h torpedoes on 1/5- One possible 
hit. She has completed her mining operations 
and is now clear of Kattegat, returning to 
base.

ue-Ti e-t~i TII DJ^TTatt acked a northbound supply ship 2/5,<vf 
fche*’ with torpedo and gunfire, 
driving her ashore, a total loss. Subsequent 
attacks by depth charges left TRIDENT undamaged.

Miscellaneous
Attempts to save the four men in the submarine 
UNITY were abandoned.
h magnetic mines were exrloded in the Humber 
area, and one in Tees Bay. Sunderland and 
Tyne are now open, subject to local routine 
instructions. Humber, Blyth, Dunkirk and 
Calais are closed.

Movements

c  t Scapa Arrivals
French BRE8T0IS, BOUI^ONNAIS, with SAUMUR and 
AMIEI^OIS 12U5.
ICARUS, WHITETHORN and GUNVff* MAERSK 1535-
French MILAN^CHEVALIER PAUL, TARTU, with 
D ’JEHtffl., and PRESIDENT DOUMER 16U0.
JASON, GLEANER and French FOUDROYANT with 
REINA DEL PACIFICO, DUCHESS of ATHOLL, SOBIESKI, 
LANCASTRIA, BATORY 1700.(A.C.O.S., 1800/2).

Submarines Psoitions 0600/3. (D.C., 2153/2).
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Operations

Policy - Narvik.

Headquarters of 3 services and maintenance 
organizations in Narvik area are subject to difficulty 
of deciding with present information. It is 
understood 30,000 men may be sent and large camp 
organizations will have to be built. Role of 
this force might be (i) to occupy Gabliware Ore 
field, (ii) Protect Northern Norway against 
aggression (iii) Operate against enemy in middle 
and Southern Norway.

(i) May be ruled out for a long time to come, 
as Railway, only practicable line of communication 
and Narvik Harbour must take long time to repair 
and it may be anticipated that before this is 
effected enemy will capture Ore field from Baltic 
or will destroy Railway in Sweden.

(ii) Would require no addition to the present 
force with existing Military Headquarters and Naval 
Base Staff.

(iii) Would in my opinion require a joint staff 
to plan the advance and landing and the appointment of 
a General Officer to command troops in Scandinavia.

(P.O., Narvik, 2314/2).
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Thursday.

Operations.

NARVIK

Lofoten Is. 2 flying boats arriving Hardstadt daylight 
U/5 and 5/5 for aerodrome reconnaissance in 
area of Bodo and Lofoten Islands. (Air Min. 
to Adty. 133Q/2). Orders to flying boats. 
(H.Q. , C.C., 1800/2). (D.O.D. (H) to F.O.
Narvik, 2019/2).

DEVON CITY To sail for Harstad now by inner route with
local pilot. (P.0. , Narvik to GLASGOW, 114-56/ 2),

Fighter Sodn. Hurricane Sqdn. to be transported to Narvik 
between 20/5 and 15/6. (Air Min. to Aqty. 
1530/2. Cancel my 1530/2. (Air Min., 1955/2).

Destroyers Asking to expedite return of destroyer escorts 
from Narvik area as much as possible, owing 
to commitments and no margin. (C. in C., H.P. , 
2013/2).

Floatplane Adty. 2015/1. Propose all aircraft be based at , 
Organisation Skaanland on floats and depot-ship be sent

until shore facilities are available. (F.O., 
Narvik, 2213/2).

U-boat Escape German submarine escape apparatus No. U. 61+ was
Gear recovered in BOGEII on 3Q/U (F.O., Narvik, 2302/2).■ ■ - ■

Rupert Force Further base personnel absolutely essential
(Rupert Forces to Y/.O. , no T.0.0. , reed. 1915/2).

Landings Honed all news of renewed landings in Norway will 
be*withheld until after it is certain that the 
Germans have discovered they have taken place.
(C. in C., H.F. , 2253/2).
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Weather

War Office 
to Maurice

#

f t Destroyers

Evacuation

Dispositions

HOME COMMANDS
2.5.40.

Thursday.

Operations (Continued)

NAMSOS

My 1934/1* Visibility at Kya now one cable.
If as appears likely these conditions continue
it will not be practicable for ships to
reach Narnsos tonight Thursday. (C.S.1, 001+0/2).

Your cypher 021+ 2/5. A^ty. are instructing 
C.S. 1 to get in touch. He can if visibility 
permits lift your whole force either altogether 
tonight 2/3, or in 2 nights. Shipping available 
either plan. Decision left to you in consulta
tion C. S.1 , but it rnay not be possible for 
naval officer conversant with detailed plan to 
arrive Namsos before 2000 hours. Adty. would 
much prefer embarkation in one night if that 
is practicable. Danger and difficulty of your 
situation fully understood. Every one doing 
damnedest to help you over final fence and 
enable you successfully to extricate your force. 
All possib^le being dô i, to provide air protection 
(Passed to Maurice from W.O. , by D.O.D.(H) /2).
De Wiart reports (1000/2) situation getting 
serious and considers it essential to make 
contact with C.S. 20 or officer conversant with' 
detached plan as soon as possible. (D. O.D. (H) 
to C.S. 1, C.S. 20. /2).

To refuel from cruisers if fog persists as 
relief cannot be sent yet. (C. in C., H.F., 
1016/2 to P.O.C. , 1 C.S. ).

On completion of operations Klaxon 1 and 2 
CARLISLE is to proceed to Skjel Fiord unless 
she has troops on board. (C. in C., H.F. , 
1255/2).

My 193I+/1 and 001+0/2. Flotilla reformed.
Weather clear in position QFJV 2517* Am 
being shadowed. Norwegian T.3. GRIB in company. 
Capt. (D) with 3 destroyers hiding in fog 
off entrance to Fiord, visibility under one 
cable. 5 trawlers surviving in Fiord.Intend comfirming with Klaxon 1 and 2 tonight 
if visibility permits. (C.S. 1, 0/36/^).
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Trawlers

Destroyers

DIANA

Oerlikon
Battery

Royal Marines

Norwegian
Ships

ST GORAN 
sunk

HOME COMMANDS
2.5.1+0.

Thursday.

Operations (continued)

NAMSOS

Your 0135/2. Presume you have left some 
ships to escort A/S trawlers (C. in C., H.P., 
to C.S. 18, 0936/2).
Your 0936. No, they sailed independently 
soon after 2200/1 and I doubt if they could 
now be concentrated. (C.S. 18, 1025/2).

If you are returning to base, any destroyers 
in excess of 8 from your screen are to proceed 
to RJCU 121+2 to join SOUTHAMPTON due there 
1700/ 3 . They should proceed to Sullom Voe 
first to refuel if necessary. (C. in C., H.P. 
0925/2 to V.A.A. ).

Expect to arrive Tromso 1100 B.S.T. 3/5. 
Norwegian C in C., General Ruge and staff on 
board. (DIAftA 1635/2).
Evacuation must be completed tonight. Request 
YORK embark G. O.C. and 3 staff. Your plan 
to stand. (P.0. 20 C.S. to P. 0.1. C.S 2038/2).
Cannot evacuate whole force one night. Not 
question of shipping but hours of darkness. 
Absolutely essential air protection tomorrow in 
view of broadcast Prime Minister's speech. 
(Maurice to War Office, passed C. in C., H.P. 
by D.C. , 2050/2).
Repeat no chance of air support tomorrow Friday, 
Every endeavour should therefore be made in consultation C,S.1 to move whole force tonight. 
(War Office to Maurice, passed C. in C., H.P. 
and C.S.1 by D.C. , 2143/2).

"B" Oerlikon Battery embarked complete in 
BIRMINGHAM. (BIRMINGHAM, 2208/2).

Party embarked complete in BIRMINGHAM except 
'3 ratings presumed entered in another ship. 
(BIRMINGHAM, 2207/2).

3 loaded pulp waiting escort to 50 miles off 
coast, 2 at Salsbruket, one at Lansles. 
(Maurice, 161+8/2 to Adty. Passed to C. in C. , 
H.P. 2201/2).
(see Casualties).
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Operations (continued)

HOSJOEiT. MO.

Landing Party Destination not reached owing to fog.
Intend to proceed Skjel Fiord to oil when fog 
lifts and endeavour to land auxiliary vessel, 
Please confirm from French General at Namsos 
if this operation is to continue. (JANUS, 0320/2),
Your 0320. Operation is to continue (D.C.,
0633/2).
Disembarkation of personnel for Narvik area 
from ROYAL ULSTERMAN and landing of stores at 
Mosjoen. (C. in C. H.F. 1144/2, 1522/2).
Oil reserve in oiler ALDER3DALS. (PENEIOJE,
1806/2).
ULSTER PRINCE to embark one company of 300 men 
and about 100 tons of stores for MoSjoen.
ROYAL SCOTSMAN to embark 2 companies 600 men 
and 200 tons stores for 3odo,

H. Q.
Scissors

O.D. (H) 1809/2),

From Gpn. Massey for O.C., No.1 Independent Co. 
in ROYAL ULSTERMAN:- H.Q. Scissors should be 
established Bodo 7/5 and will open communication 
with you by civil telegraph to Mo, addressed 
to you by your surname. (D. of P. to MOHAWK, 
2011/2 ).

Re fuelling ROYAL ULSTERMAN (Diesel engines)
(C. in C. H.F. 1144/2).
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Operations (continued)

AANDALSNES, AAL..3UKD, MOLDE.

Evacuation Am leaving AUCKLAND to embark final covering 
party with orders to sail not later than 
0230. All remaining troops embarked. No 
ships required for Thursday night as Germans 
will be in Aandalsnes at any time now.
General Paget is in MANCHESTER. DIANA has 
sailed for Tromso with Norwegian C. in C. and 
30 staff officers. (P.0. 18 C.S. 0135/2).
From General Paget to Troops. Enemy made contact 
I5OO/3O. Success^lly held off till dark 
assisted by k Norwegian guns, first artillery 
support we have had. Forces got away about 
2200 by train and lorries. Train wrecked 
en route and troops marched last 17 miles to 
Velma. Enemy made contact again 1730/1 but 
were held off till 2130, when forces withdrew to 
Aandalsnes and embarked. Cannot yet give strength 
of forces embarked. Though tired troops still 
in very good heart. (F.O. 18 C.S., 1130/2).
SOMALI with Primrose personnel, route. (C„pt.(D)6,
0200/2 ).

Your 03U5/2 and 0820/2. Position. All rear 
guard embarked including Brig. Hopwood. Expect 
arrive Sca-a 0900/3. (AUCKLAND to 18 C.S.,
1203/ 2).
Total number evacuated from Aandalsnes night of 
1/5-2/5 approx. 2150 including wounded. 
MANCHESTER has 8 German prisoners. (C.S. 18, 
1429 /2).

I
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Submarines

CASABIA1TCA Patrol report, April 25-23, dived through 
Selbjorn Pird into Bjorne Piord. (V.A.S. , 18U2/2)

CLYDE To attack enemy transports and warships, also 
merchant ships in vicinity of Pro Havet.
(R.A.(S) 1711/2).

ORPHSE To return to base (R.A.S., 0831/2).

^  SPAX Patrol report from 2-\/k (V.A.S, 121+7/2).

TRIDENT Attacked a German supply ship with torpedo and 
gunfire at Languennen, near Bergen and drove her 
ashore, where she is a total loss.

NARWHAL Possible hit by torpedo on ships in convoy 
attacked in the Kattegat on 1/5.

Aircraft off 
Scotland

Norwegian Units

W/T intercept, 2 Norwegian seaplanes making 
for Peterhead, asking for escort. (Scapa W/T 
0^1o/p ̂*

SLEIPNER Capt. E. Ullring, destroyer SLEIPNER, wishes 
to offer his services to Admiralty in any 
capacity in which they would like to use him 
while his ship is refitting at Tyne. (P.O.I.C. 
Tyne, 1117/2).

C. in C. Expect arrive Tromso 1100 3.S.T. 3/5 Norwegian 
C. in C. , General Ruge and staff are on board. 
(DIANA 1635/2).

C. in C, Admiral Deisan is on hoard ECHO, part of convoy
Navy PP3. Wishes to get to Tromso. What is left

I Li
of Norwegian Navy and Merchantile Marine has 
orders from him wither to make its way north 
or to Uik. (C in C. , H.P. to P. 0. , Narvik, 
1653/2).
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Norwegian Units (continued)

Norwegian Ship Arrived Kirkwall today. Left Bergen 9/1+ after 
NIDARLAND the arrival of the Ger^ians and sheltered off 

Floso and then Elcef jord until 30/1+ on 
instructions of Capt. Sjon, an officer at the 
military post at Maaloy on Nordjord. (V.A.N.P., 
2230/ 2).

By Boat from 1+ Norwegian naval ratings from the A.A. patrol 
Norway ship FIREN, captured by Gernans, reached

Peterhead in an open boat from Slekke Fiord, 
near Stavanger, between 29/1+ and 2/5. (C. in C., 
Rosyth, 1750/2).

F.P.3 Position (C. in G., Rosyth, 0011+/2).



Trawlers,
Sunk.

Mosjoen
Landing.

Aandalsnes
evacuated.

STAGSHEAD
L.N.25.

Magnetic Mines

OPERATIONS.

2.5.UO.
Thursday.

Narvik - Norway.
Received from MASHONA; details of personnel 
embarked.
Include crew of trawler,
CAPE CHELYUSKIN. This vessel and JARDINE sunk 
30/U. Grew of latter in NORTHERN PRIDE. Trawler 
WARWICKSHIRE believed sunk 28/k, no details. 
(P.O.C. 18 C.S., 1215/2)
Report of CO., JANUS on loading of troops 
at Mosjoen 2/5*
M .093U9AO .

Primrose embarked, leaving Aalsund now 
(D 6D005/2)All rearguard embarked. Expect to arrive Scapa 
0900/3 (AUCKLAND 1203/2)

Air.
Pishing boat. Fired at by a/c, thought to be 
British a/c from No. 12 Group. P.C. Digby.
In Wash (R.A.Humber I.D. 6686)

Mining.
Operated by reversed polarity have been laid 
by enemy. Magnetic mines also fitted with 
delay action (Adty. 19U7/2)



Fleet Air Arm.

Narvik Base 
and
'Bordu Foe®.

British Air 
Activity.

Transport
Attacked*

Reconnaissance
Reports*

HOLE COMMANDS.

2*5.40
Thursday.

Air.

Movements to take place to equip ARIL ROYAL 
on return to harbour.
(G. in C. H.F. 1951/2).

On arrival at Scapa, ARK ROYAL to complete 
with a/c and sail immediately for Narvik 
so as to give fighter protection until R.A.F.

;hter aircraft can operate from Bardu-FoBs• 
To enable R.A.F. fighter aircraft to operate 
at earliest possible date, both GLORIOUS and 
FURIOUS will be required to transport them 
to Narvik. Arrangements for flying on from 
Prestwick aerodrome.
Programme for A/A guns, etc. at Bordu-Foss. 
Question of sending an A/A ship with R.D.F. 
is under consideration. Arrival of R.A.F. 
fighters is of paramount importance. Not 
possible to send any float planes until after 
this operation is complete. (1st S.L. 
2010/2).
My 2010/2. Numbers of aircraft to be 
carried in FURIOUS and GLORIOUS, and details 
of F.A.A. squadrons to be disembarked to 
Campbeltown.
(D.N.A.D. 2012/2).

Asking if can expect any air support today. 
(F.O. 1 C.S. 0036/2).
None available other than carrier-borne.
(C. in C. H.F. Oi+15/2).
Regret carrier aircraft not available. 
(V.A.(A) 05H5/2).

A/C attacked large transport LSRU k5k2. 
(A/C 206 Sqdn., 0830/2).
Enemy’s course 290°, speed 10 knots. 
(A/C 206 Sqdn. 1010/2,;.

(HQ. B.C. 0856/3)*

Enemy ..
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Enemy Air Activity.

HOME COMMANDS.

Air.

* A

*

STELLA CAPELLA Attacked 63°N., 5°33’ E.
(STELLA CAPELIiA, 0730/2)

ARGYLLSHIRE

KELLY

C.S.20

GALATEA

MAORI

Attacked 60 miles 270° Bud Bet, Norway. 
(0812/2).

Bombed CKGD 3914. 
(1107/2).

Shadowed, Namsos. (C.S.20 1850/2).

3 A/C, course aoprox. 000°, 3>000 feet, 
my position 320° Muckle Skerry 4 miles. 
(GALATEA 2120/2).Friendly fighters are in vicinity. 
(Scapa W/T 2127/2).

Superficial damage from bomb splinters. 
3 killed. 20 wounded.
(Capt.(D) 5, 1205/2).

Between 1700 and 2359 hours 1/5/40, 
there was considerable activity of Gemnan 
transport (or troop carrying) aircraft, and 
reports of landings at Stavanger, Hamburg 
and Trondheim were received. About 
2228 hours enemy aircraft were engaged 
in minelaying off the North-East Coast.
As a point of interest out of to-day s(l/5) 
enemy activities, it may be mentioned that 
on no fewer than 15 occasions they reported 
back unsuccessful attacks upon our surface 
craft, and only three as successful.
(Hq. Coastal Command 1745/2).
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EXPRESS
ESK
INTREPID

Explosions in 
Tyne and Tees 
Area.

Trondheim.

HOME COMMANDS. 
MINING.

SECRET.
2.5.1^g

Will be sailed from Immingham for Scapa 
p.m.3/5 or a.ra.2+/5. Outfits each ship 
60 fourteen A fifteen A units with flooders 
and anti-sweeping devices. At your disposal 
for operations A one two and three. Request 
you will issue operation orders. If more 
than one outfit required it can be supplied.
(D.O.D. (H) to C. in C. H.F. 0016/2).

3 loud explosions 3 = 1/2 miles 120°. 
Sunderland at 0152+ and 2 further explosions 
2 miles E. SaltsierRock at 0159, reported by 
No.13 Group. One heavy explosion accompanied 
by flash 1,000 yds. 080° from Hengh Light 
at 0401 reported by P.W. S. S. Hartlepool and 
confirmed by examination vessel Hartlepool. 
One loud explosion 8 miles S.E. of Tyne and 
another 2 miles N. E. of Saltsier Rock 
reported at 02+21 by N0.I3 Group. All 
explosions so far unexplained and cannot 
be reconciled with any known position of 
ship. Investigations proceeding (C.in C. 
Rosyth 0UU3/2).

Unconfirmed report on Aalesund radio that 
a controlled minefield has been laid off 
Trondheim from Brattora running 300 metres 
N. of Munkholmen to Hovringen. (I. C. ,02+39/2+0)

SHIPPING.
Convoys. Situation 2000/2. (C.in C. W.A. ,1257/2)

Positions (D.C. 1913/2).
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Norwegian Ships. 

Channel Services. 

Navigation Lights.

Danish Ships.

PELICAN

Norwegian Seamen. 

Suspicious Ships.

HOME COMMANDS. 
SHIPPING (Contd. )

SECRET.
2-5^

3 loaded pulp waiting attempt to escape 
(Maurice, 162+8/2).

Folkestone - Ostend, suspended. (Press 
Association,QII5/3 ).

Amendment of area in which dimmed navigation 
lights should be shown. (D.T.D.I323/2,
1150/3).

Instructions for action regarding ships 
and aircraft wearing Danish colours.
Warships to be attacked at sight. Aircraft 

with Danish civil workings to be treated 
as enemy oivil aircraft; with military 
markings found E. of 10° W. as enemy 
military aircraft. Merchant ships wearing 
Danish flags to be treated as enemy 
merchant ships, but in certain areas as 
enemy warships. (Hd. of M. , 1931/2).

MISCELLANEOUS.
To be towed by BRIGAND from Lerwick to RosythJ 
WANDERER escorting. (R.A.(D) 0959/2).
Arrangements to enter Norwegians of whale- 
catchers now arriving in England. (Hd. of N. , | 
to N.O.I.C. Falmouth, 1505/2).
Admiralty 1722+/30, report of suspicious 
ships by Master of LEADGATE. For 28/2+ 
read 29/2+. (Le Havre, 112+0/2).
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SECRET.
2. 5*i+0.

Activity.
German Naval

ENEMY INTELLIGENCE.
Following aircraft reports were received:-

O83O/2. 1 large merchant ship, 9’ north of Borkum,
bombed, no results observed.

1308/2. 1 merchant ship about 2,000 tons, off
Juist, course 220°.

2002/2. 3 enemy armed trawlers, 53°1+1* N. , 603V  E.
off the Ems.

2005/2. 2 enemy armed trawlers, 53°38' N., 6°28* E.
off the Ems.
Large convoy of 50 ships, course north, 
55°35f N., 2°20* E.. Horns Reef. (Report 
considered doubtful).

stationary between Haugesund and Stavanger 
and 2 merchant ships entering Stavanger.

ARK ROYAL, shot down near Bergen 12/k and 
returned to-day, re aircraft, mines, 
submarine, etc., (C. in C. H.F. , OOI3/2 ). 
German submarine escape apparatus No. U. 61+ 
was recovered in Bogen on 30/I+ (F. 0. Narvik 
2302/2 ).
PORPOISE reports while on patrol enemy 
M.T.B's were continually operating during 
daylight between Lister and Egersund.
Would help submarines considerably if these 
M.T.B's could be attacked by Machine guns 
from aircraft. Request consideration of 
this. (D.O.D. (H) to Air Min. , 1300/2).
Information from Norwegian naval ratings 
landed Peterhead (N.0.1. C.Peterhead 1701/2):- 
Only enemy naval units at Stavanger are 
1+ M.T.B's. At Christiansand North, 1 
destroyer and captured Norwegian gunboat.
A German A/C is reported to have had to 
return to Denmark to refuel owing to damage 
done to Stavanger aerodrome.

(1.0., 01+39/1+0).
Norwegian Waters. At 0800/2, a/c,reported 19 merchant ships

(I.C. , 01+39/1+0).

Bergen Area. Information from Pilot P. 0. Gardner,
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Merchant Ship 
Sunk.

HOME COMMANDS. 41
Enemy Intelligence.

TRIDENT 0926/2 in Langennen attacked northbound 
German merchant ship f^Lred two torpedoes which 
may have rim under. Engaged with gunfire 
until ship beached herself on Scorpa Island 
in Kors Fiord. Finished off with torpedo 
which exploded under forehold. Retired to open 
sea on surface at full speed. Divedgfor^aircraft 
in entrance subsequently hunted byje&M 
from 1150 to 1515- Impracticable to patrol in 
Bjorne Fiord for more than two consecutive 
days unless utmost economy of battery has been 
possible on first day (S.2 11U5/U)

FOREIGN STATIONS.

C. in C's 
Office.

Mediterranean.
Transfer of my office from Malta to 
Alexandria will commence p.m. tomorrow 
(Friday) Communication arrangements. (C. in 
C. Med 1715/2)

Additional 
Routes.

U.S.2.

U.S.3.

N.Z .3

East Indies.
To avoid congestion following additional 
routes are established. Yl, Yla, Y2, Y3,Z1, 
Z2, (details) (C. in C. EL lllZj/2)
In event of it being decided that U.S.2 is 
to proceed to Egypt, considered it will be 
desirable to provide destroyer escort from 
Aden. At first step, request you sail 2 
destroyers, preferably R.A.N, for Suez, 
to await orders (D u .D(f ) 2OO5/2)

Australia.
Commonwealth Govt, agree to escort for U.S.3 
consisting of AUSTRALIA and LEANDSR between 
Fretynantle and Cape Town if this route is 
used and if N.2 Govt, can make LEANDER 
available (A.C.N.B. l2k5Z/")
New Zealand.
Departure Wellington portion of convoy N2 3 
with escort (S.O.I. Wellington 00192/2)
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French Positions.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 2nd May, 191+0.
NORTH ATLANTIC.
1300/2 (D.C.0338/2) 43

SECRET.

%

Fuelling Policy.

BELMOIRA.

Trawlers.

Contraband Patrol.✓
Shipping Division.

WARSPITE.
DELHI.
Store Ships.

SOUTH ATLANTIC.
Repeating text of A. T. 1711/20 to R.A. S.A. D. , 
re Admiralty policy for fuelling. Neutral 
ports to be avoided in normal circumstances 
last 3 months' rule prevent fuelling in 
emergency. (Hd. of M. , 1929/2 to C. in C. S.A)
Norwegian, is heavy lift ship capable of 
handling weights up to 100 tons with own 
derricks. Suggest suitable for operations 
now in hand. (N. O.I.C. Simonstown,1710/2).
Re building of trawlers to Brazilian plans 
received. (D. S. V. P. 1942/2 to A. N.A.
Rio de Janeiro.)

MEDITERRANEAN.
R.A. (D) requested to organise. (C. in C. Med.,
1920/2 ).
Your 1746/1, re division of shipping in 
Mediterranean. (l) Is under consideration. 
(2) Yes. (A. C.N. S. 2054/2 to R.A.Alexandria)
Cancel say 1159/30 (C.in C. Med., 1214/2).
To form part of 3rd C.S. (C.in C. Med. 1535/2)
Admiralty 1837/29. Group 91 (4 ships) will 
sail for Alexandria p.m. 3/5. Ships are 
embarking stores and equipment to full 
capacity. Remainder will be forwarded at 
first opportunity. (C.in C. W.A. 1735/2).



WAR DIARY.

CANGE.

BIRGITTE.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
MEDITERRANEAN. (Contd.)

SECRET.
2. 5-40.

4 4
Italian. Your 1706/1. 650 tons should be
supplied on this occasion (D.E.W.D. 2018/2 
to R.A. Alexandria).
Danish, seized by French. Your 1203/1.
Every endeavour being made to come to 
arrangement with the French. If an exchange 
can be effected BIRGITTE will sail under 
British flag. (Hd. of M. to Consul General 
Marseilles, 1652/2 ).

I
Bermuda Convoy 
Force.

Curacao-Aruba.

AMERICA AND V/EST INDIES.
Admiralty 2156/I3 and 1950/15- A.M.C. from 
N.P. detailed for Bermuda Convoy Escort 
Force should reach Bermuda by 16/5 if 
possible. (D.0.0.(F) 1950/2).
AURANIA detailed to join. Request report 
when defects completed and ship ready to 
sail. (V. A. N.P. 2215/2).
Admiralty 0233/25 and Ad 1125/28, re naval 
patrols for protection of Curacao and Aruba 
refineries from sea bombardment. Request 
early decision as French Cruiser PRIM_AUGUET 
arrives Kingston, Jamaica, lk/5> to discuss 
arrangements for possible combining of 
operations. (C.in C. A.W.I., 15 16/2).

Italian Mails.

RANCHI.

Information for 
Germany.

EAST INDIES.
Treatment of Italian Colonial mail.
(D.E.W.D. 1653/2 to C.C. S. 0. Aden).
To leave Diego Suarez P. m. k/5 for Mombasa 
direct, but examining Assumption Island on 
passage. (C.in C. E.I. 1229/2).
Adcy.0810/28, passing of information to 
Germany. Suggestion is that ships call 
Italian ships near Italy on 600 Kc/s and then 
work on 705 Kc/s in plain language (Italian). 
Messages are then passed to Germany from 
Italy. (S.N.0. Persian Gulf, 1018Z/2).
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.

Home Commands.

SECRET
2.5.1940.
Thursday.

SCHIFFBEK.

OBERHAUSK:

2158 G.T. At 0839/2 gave her position as 
53° 42’ N., 6° 35' E., and reported she had 
sighted aircraft. (i.C., 0439/40).
1238 G.T., built 1939. Intercepted 
telegram dated 1109/30 stated ship was 
commandeered in the interest of the Reich 
and not available for carrying sawn timber 
from Reval to Delfzjil. (I.C.,0439/40).

America and West Indies.

STELLA Yacht, 179 G.T., American Legation at San Jos< 
Costa Rica, reported to have confirmed this 
yacht now at Corinto has been sold to 
Nicaraguan Government. (I.C., 0439/40)
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1 U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING. 2.5.1940.
Thursday,

co•»S> Reported.
0849 Admiralty A/C B.Q.D.N. 0010 course S.

(C. in C. Rosyth 1210/2) 61° N., 1° 10* E., 
080° Muckle Flugga 60’. (I.C., 0439/40)

1815 P/S reported "by Coastguard, 
W. 034° Blyth 9*. (I.C.,

55° 15’ N., 1° 26' 
0439/40)

Estimated dispositions:-
At least one still in West Fiord.
2 N.E. of Shetlands 1/5, one possibly 
homeward "bound.1 still in Cape Wrath area. (D.D.I.C.1208/2).
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Narvik Area

Evacuation

British fl,ir

HOME COMMANDS

Situation Report ^
RESOLUTION and AURORA carried out a/successful 
bombardment of the Beis Fjord area/ An ammunition 
store was exploded, the road was cut and many 
casualties inflicted on enemy troops. (The town 
of Narvik is at the entrance to this fiord).
Survey flights have been made from the Shetlands 
to investigate possible ladning grounds in 
Hangoy and Andoy Islands, Karstad and Bardu Foss, 
40 miles north of Narvik.
A report from the Norwegian Navy states that a 
heavily loaded steamer was seen at 1239/3 about 
50 miles south of West Fiord, heading north. 
BASILISK and STORK have been sent to locate 
and capture this ship.
There have been air raids on Harstadt by high
flying enemy aircraft in pairs, or singly.
General Paget gives the number of men evacuated 
from Aandalsnes as 4,764, and estimates 1,800 
casualties.
With the exception of a snail rearguard the 
evacuation of Namsos was completed by 0200/3*
The ships are sailing for Scapa in two groups.
60 miles apart, each with a liner. Except for 
BISON and AFRIDI (both sunk), no ships have 
sustained serious damage and no transport has 
been hit. YORK has 1, 172 passengers, including 
G.O.C. Continuous air protection is being 
provided, and the second group is expected at 
Scapa about midnight 4/5/5*
CARLISLE has 130 from BITTERN, and 35 wounded.

At 0340/3 » a report was received from an 
aircraft baak from patrol that a convoy of 50 
ships was sighted at Horns Reef at 2200/2 
proceeding north. No attack was launched 
owing to A.A. and searchlights. 3 Hudsons 
were sent, and submarines informed.
The raid on Stavanger aerodrome on the night 
of 2-3/5 is considered to have been successful.
All the usual patrols were flown.
10 aircraft were sent out on special duty during 
the night 3“4/5)*
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Situation Report (Continued)

Enemy Air Activity
Activity by enemy aircraft on 3/5 was main
tained throughout the day, both in the Norwegian 
area and off the East Coast. Shortly after 
midnight May 2/3, there ware several reports 
of enemy aircraft off Lowestoft and Cromer, and

r WAKEFUL, escorting the HX convoy in the 
Channel, was attacked and bombed without 
success at 0600.
The usual meteorological flight operated 
over the central North Sea and as far North 
as the Shetlands before returning down the 
Norwegian Coast to Stavanger. Enemy 
reconnaissance aircraft were active from an 
e arly hour over the North Sea between the 
Shetlands and Norway. DEVONSHIRE aid ships in 
company returning from Namsos were continually 
shadowed from 0430, and were attacked 
repeatedly from 0850 - 1400. In the cours 
of these attacks, the French destroyer BISu., 
was hit by a bomb, her foremost magazine 
exploded, and she had subsequently to be sunk; 
AFRIDI was also hit by a heavy bomb, and sunk.
No transports were hit. Over 50 planes 
attacked, and 2 certainly v/ere shot down.
GRIFFIN was bombed later in the afternoon by 
5 enemy aircraft, but no hits were obtained. 

—^.WAKEFUL, escorting a convoy in Channel, was 
bombed at 0600/3.
After dark, enemy aircraft were again active, 
numerous reports (X raids) being received of 
machines off the S.E. Coast.

Three French destroyers started from Dunkirk 
on a clean-up of the Belgian and Dutch 
coasts.
TARTU,LCHEVALIER RAUL, MILAN, with SIKH and 
TARTAR? are operating off Jaederens Point 
to intercept two German transports, escorted 
by two torpedo boats, believed to be 
approaching Stavanger.
GLASGOW, with JACKAL and JAVELIN on passage to 
the Clyde, has 23 tons of bullion, 23 officers 
and 179 others, including casualties, on board.
Humber is open, Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne 
are closed. 3 magnetic mines have been exploded 
in the Humber area, and the search there 
continues. One in Liverpool Bay and two at 
Dunkirk have also been exploded.

General - Home Commands
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Situation Reoort (continued)

General - Foreipji Stations
The Australian Convoy now off Ceylon will 
proceed via the Suez Canal.
MALAYA, ROYAL SOVEREIGN, with H.M.A.S. STUART 
and VAMPIRE, arrived at Alexandria on 3/5, 
where there is a considerable French naval 
force.

Movements
Submarines

Positions in North Sea and Norway (C. in C., 
H.F., 1315/3).
RU3IS to transfer from 10th to 9th submarine 
flotilla as convenient. (V.A.S. 1717/3). 
Positions at 0600/4. (D.C., 2008/3).
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Situation

A/S Groups, , 
trawlers sunk

Risk of* Air
Attack

12 pdr. guns, 
6-in guns.

L.L. trawlers 

Tu^s

Port Accom
modation

Fuel Stocks

S O
3.5.40.

Friday.HOME COMMANDS

Operations

NARVIK

Adty. 0031/3. My 1147/3 will I hope show that 
situation is appreciated here. Am grateful 
for support promised. Am hoping to concentrate 
all ships here, RESOLUTION and 3 cruisers 
plus destroyers, to support attack on Narvik 
Wednesday 8/5. In that case, however, 
there will he a large number of valuable 
ships in harbour with no A/A defence.
(F.O. Narvik, 2146/3).

15th and 16th A/S Groups sailed for Skjel Fiord 
ST. GORAN, GAUL and ASTON VILLA badly damaged 
and sunk in deep water. (C.S. 20, 0434/3).

cbf
Owing to risk of air attack, Convoys to and 
from Narvik area to pass westward of a line 
joining (a) 63° N., 04° W., (b) 66° N., 01° W. 
(C. in C., H.F. 1703/3).

To meet urgent requirements in Norway for 
personnel trained 12 pdr. equipment agreement 
has been given to taking personnel from 2 guns 
Drake's Island 12 pdr. batteries until fresh 
personnel are trained. (D. of L.D. 1802/3). 
Ditto, 6-in. and 12 pdr. equipments, Cliff End 
and Nodes Point. (D. of L.D., 1803/3).

One pair of L.L. trawlers required for Narvik. 
RUNSWICK BAY and SATA to be completed and sailed 
from Liverpool. (D.M.S., 1804/3).

Arrangements for. (C. in C., H.F. 1927/3).

Full when F.S.3 arrives. Accommodation and 
facilities limited. Suggest H.K.l go to 
Tromso, where there is ready A.A. protection, 
or remains at sea. (F.O. Narvik, 2115/3).

Details (F.O., Narvik, 1325/3).
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Operations (continued)

NARVIK

Empty Snips, 
Escorts

Your 2013/2. Certainly will do everything 
possible to comply with your wishes and an 
only too anxious to get rid of empty ships. 
(N.O., NARVIK to C. in C., H.F., 1351/3).— NcltT V  i h

Boom Defence Your 2322/1 approved. PROTECTOR to be sailed 
on completion for Rosyth. (D.B.D. to F.O., 
Narvik', 1938/3).

Oerlikon
Battery.

MB" Oerlikon Battery complete ex BIRMINGHAM 
to be sent to Narvik at first opportunity. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1834/3). Your 1834/3. Personnel 
have sailed for Clyde in ULSTER MONARCH.
All their guns were destroyed before evacuation. 
(C. in C., H.F., 0032/4).
C. in C., H.F. 1616/3. No destroyer available 
Skjel Fiord. STORK has been sent. (PENELOPE, 
1834/3 to D.8).

NAI.IS0S

Evacuation Sailing of 1 and 2 completed. Approx. 6,400 
t roops embarked. Force is now all clear of 
Namsen Fiord. 5 trawlers sailed for Skjel 
Fiord. Am retaining CARLISLE, who has 130 
survivors from BITTERN and 35 wounded. G.O.C. 
in YORK (C.S.l, 0446/3, 0543/3).
From Maurice:- Excepting small rear guard 
evacuation completed 0200 hours. Last party 
embarked about'0330. Presume you are recalling 
Mosjoen Party. Please wire personal 
instructions and orders for force. It will need 
considerable sorting out on shore. Units 
much mixed. (YORK, 1645/3).
Position, etc., at 1730. YORK has 1172 
passengers, including Maurice and staff 
officers and about 20 sick and wounded.
1125 passengers are French, EL MANSUR (French 
transport) has 1744. NUBIAN has 2. In view 
of congestion on board intend turning over 
transport and HASTY to Capt. (D)5 at about 
0800/4 and YORK to proceed with despatch with 
NUBIAN to Scapa. (YORK, 1735/3).
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Operations

NAMSOS. (Continued)

Evacuation All transports and cruisers to proceed^Scapa.
(continued) YORK to remain in company with EL MANSUR till

* r\r\ / a / r't • n  t - f r - i  r v r ?  n  / 1 7  \ ✓ A1500/4. (C. in C., H.F. 2348/3).

Situation Transports, and escorts. Except for BISON and
AFRIDI, no ships nave sustained serious damage 
and transports have not been hit. Speed 
of advance limited to 17 knots owing to 
engine defects in French A.M.C. EL DJEZAIR. 
CARLISLE high angle ammunition exhausted.
Over 50 planes attacked, and 2 certainly
were shot down. Enemy air observation commenced
0400 and still continues. (C.S.l. 1826/3).

MOSJOEN, MO. BODO.

ULSTERMAN to be landed at Mosjoen and they 
should be disembarked in Narvik area as 
desired by F.O., Narvik, preferably at Skjel 
Fiord. (D. of P., 1610/3).
ROYAL ULSTERMAN to discharge stores, mails, 
etc., for Narvik area into GRAFTON at Mo. 
(F.O., Narvik, 1923/3).

and stores for Mosjoen. ROYAL SCOTSMAN 1 
company and stores for Bodo. (D.O.D.(H), 
1831/3).

Landing com
pleted.

Operations completed unopposed and apparently 
unobserved (JANUS, 2350/2). ( * *

Stores War Office no longer require stores in ROYAI

Army Companies My 1809/2. War Office now wish 2 companies 
to go to Mosjoen and one company to Bodo.
ULSTER PRINCE is therefore to embark 2 companies

fej *
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Admiralty Thanks
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Nets.
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GALATEA,
ARETHUSA

HOME COMMANDS

3.5.40.
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Operations

AALESUND - PRIMROSE

Their Lordships wish to express their high 
appreciation of the manner in which the 
Royal Naval and Royal Marine forces concerned 
in operation "Primrose" carried out their 
tasks. The difficulties which confronted them 
are well understood. Their determined action 
in support of the Army has proved invaluable. 
(First Lord, 1253/3).

Request instructions for disposal of mail 
for Operation Primrose and Harnner. (C. in C., 
Rosyth, 1035/3). Return to men's ship or 
depot. (Hd. of M., 2040/3).

FAROES.

GUARDIAN to lay B.l indicator net defences at 
Skaale Fiord, Faroe Islands. IMELDA or other 
boom trawler will also be required to proceed 
Skaale Fiord. (D.B.D. 1535/3).

German Transports

TARTU (S.O.),CHEVALIER PAUL, MILAN, SIKH 
and TARTAR to proceed to pass through position 
58:45 N., 04:48 E. at 2200. Objective is two 
German transports escorted by two torpedo 
boats expected to be in this position at 2300 
steering 325 degrees. Withdraw at high speed 
an hour before daylight and return Scapa. 
Positions of our submarines will be signalled 
but as these can only be estimated approximately 
submarines are not to be attacked. (G. in C.,
H.F., 1151/3 to R.A.D.).

Dutch Coast

Adty. 0011/1. Operations D.F. and E.F. Forces 
are to revert to 24 hour's notice. (D.O.D.(H), 
1310/3).

In view of the German threat to Holland,
GALATEA and &RETHUSA are to be sailed for 
Sheerness and placed under orders of C. in C. 
Nore as soon as convenient and subject to 
degaussing gear being efficient.(D.O.D^H^ 2323/3)
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Submarines Reports etc.

To operate in Bjorne Fiord (R.A.S. 1724/3).

Norwegian Vessels

Captain Hauge and 3 officers of Norwegian 
Navy arrived in a fishing vessel from Maloy. 
Details of escape. Companions have seized 
Danish S.S.FLYNDEBORD and are thought to have 
shaped course for Orkneys. He reports an 
order from Army authorities for Norwegians to 
hand in their arms to nearest depot. Anxious 
to have it contradicted by broadcast from London, 
as the Norwegian coast and islands are easily 
defended and this opportunity of harassing 
the enemy should not be neglected.
(N.O.I.C., Lerwick, 2227/3).
Norwegian S.S.BORGUND, owner, Capt. Puntervald, 
Norwegian Navy, retired, of Aalesund, has 
arrived in ballast and carrying 42 German 
prisoners in charge of one Norwegian military 
officer and 4 privates. Prisoners being 
turned over to Military and will be sent 
south to Aberdeen in next mail steamer.
Capt. Puntervald hopes that his ship may be 
able to continue trading. Have put him in 
touch with Norwegian Consulate. Request 
instructions as to this vessel. (A.C.O.S.,
1014/3).

Norwegian submarine B .6 without any British 
instructions and possibly without adequate 
charts may be on passage from Sogne Fiord to 
an East Coast port and may attempt to 
identify herself to a British man of war. 
(R.A.(S) 1919/3).

My 1302/2, stores for Norwegian authorities not 
yet shipped. These are to be returned to 
Military Depot, Stirling, and Army authorities 
informed. (D.O.D.(H) to C. in C. Rosyth, 
2153/3).
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Escorts

Operations (continued)

Convoys ,N orv/ay.

For ULSTER PRINCE, ROYAL SCOTSMAN, etc.
(C. in C., H.F., 0016/3). Send, ong destroyer 
back for SAINT ROHAN and GUNVOeL a eSK v/ho have 
missed the convoy. (F.O.C.O.S., 1239/3 to 
JASON). Sailed escorted by WALKER two hours 
late. (tf.O.C.O.S. 1535/3).

F.P.3 Orders, destinations, and escort. (F.O., 
Narvik, 1832/3).
BRITISH LORD and rest of convoy, orders to 
(F.O., Narvik, 2231/3).

F.S.3 and 
F.P.3

Route until instructions from Narvik. (C. in C. 
H.F., 1558/3).

Returning
Convoys

All cruisers and transports proceed to Spapa. 
YORK is to remain in company with EL MANSUR till 
1600/4. (C. in C., H.F., 2348/3).

F.P.2 Request you will sail PROVIDENCE to Brest with 
F.P.2. (D.O.D.(H) 1703/3 to C. in C., Rosyth).

H.K.l To sail when ready 3/5 for Narvik. (C. in C., 
H.F. 0025/3).
Details (F.O.C.O.S. 2134/3).
Route amended (A.C.O.S. 1912/3).
Sailed from Scapa (A.C.O.S. 1913/3).

META Adty. 1526/1, (Convoys). Request META sail for 
Scapa when ready. (C. in C., H.F. 0030/3).

Amending Adty 1526/1 for BALZAC, CHOBRY, etc. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1505/3).
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Air

British Air Activity

FURIOUS Gan accommodate 20 Gladiators in addition to 
aircraft for own protection. (FURIOUS, 1025/3).

Air Protection My 1151/3. Reguest air protection for force 
while returning a.m. tomorrow Saturday.
(C. in C., H.F., 1154/3).

Rye Aerodrome Attacks on, report. (H.Q.,^.0., 0115/3, 0400/3)

Security Patrol Report. (H.Q.B.C., 0515/3).

Stavanger Attack on, report. (H.^.B.C., 0800/3).

Fornebu Attack on, report (U .Q., B.C., 0820/3).

Enemy Patrol 
Vessel

Attacked by aircraft on patrol at 0832, 
JSRU 0238. No hits. No A.A. fire. 
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 1309/3).

Enemy Air Activity

LONDONDERRY 1 aircraft approx, true course 270°, position 
005 CPWY 30. (0042/3).

WESTON 2 aircraft course 220°, position CPWY 2910. 
(0044/3).

VALENTINE 1 aircraft course 270°, position CP’WY 1701. 
(0151/3).

DEVONSHIRE Shadowed 1 aircraft position 163 RJGD 21. 
(0444/3, 0830/30, 0835/3). Bombed (0850/3). 
Continuous bombing 355 RJCU 46. (1017/3).
3 aircraft bombing (1352/3).

WAKEFUL Help, Jumbo (HXA Convoy). (WAKEFUL, 0600/3).
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Air. (Continued)

Enemy Air Activity (Continued)

BISON sunk Hit, 353 RJCU 44. (DEVONSHIRE, 1010/3). 
Foremost magazine exploded. GRENADE, IMPERIAL, 
standing by. AFRIDI reinforcing MONTCALM's 
screen. 39 aircraft have attacked escort 
vessel (DEVONSHIRE 1030/3). BISON to be sunk 
(C.S.l, 1110/3). [ SUPPLEMENT

AFRIDI sunk Hit. (DEVONSHIRE, 1353/3).
Sunk by heavy bomb from JU.87 in position 296 
QFJV 34, (C.S.l, 1447/3). Had on board 
survivors from BISON. SUPPLE”E'T

GRIFFIN Bombed, 5 aircraft (1530/3). Not hit^.(1531/3).

CALCUTTA Summary of air attacks on CALCUTTA on 1st May.
40 high or medium level or dive bombing attacks. 
156 bombs dropped. No hits. No casualties.
2 enemy aircraft shot down and seen to crash.
2 enemy aircraft probably shot down but not 
actually seen to crash. 2 enemy aircraft damaged 
so that their return to base is doubtful. 
(CALCUTTA, 0815/3).

German Air- 
craft fuelling

Evacuated militery officer says Norwegians 
report that aircraft form Germany land on 
beach at Egersund to replenish petrol on way 
north. (C. in C., H.F., 1021/3).

Mining

Whale Catchers List due Falmouth 6/5 to fit out for Double L 
minesweeping. (D.M.S., 1801/3).

Trawlers My 1249/30. Sailing of Double L trawlers to 
be postponed till further signal made.
(C. in C., Nore, 1845/3).

BORDE Operation of BORDE postponed. Cancel my 1131/ 
30/4. (C. in C., Nore, 1053/3).

Floating
Mines

Nine, apparently moored, reported on a line 2 
miles from coast between 58:33 N., 58:45 N. 
ORZEL reports them in the same position for 
three days. (I.C., 0440/40).
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HOME COM ADDS. 
ENEMY INTELLIGENCE.

58Transport and escort off Borkum (A/C 206 Sqd.0610/3)

A/C reports a large convoy of 50 ships in 55° 35 • N.
7°20» E. , at 2200/2, course N (D.C.0411/3 ,to 
S/Ms on patrol and C.in C.H.F)

Norwegian Navy reports heavily loaded steamer passed position 
66 4-5' N., 13°05', going North, flying Norwegian flag,
A/A armament on bridge. (PENELOPE. 1239/3) BASILISK and STORK 
sent to capture (PENELOPE 185k/.X D. 8,1725/3)
1 M.V. 10,000 - 12,000 tons, 53°35* N. ,6°30» E. at 054-5/3 
reported by A/C (A.C.H.Q. Chatham 0958/3)

Norwegians report German seaplane base moved from Trelegsvik,
59 26» 10" N., 10°23* 30" E., to Malvik, 59°28' 20" N.,
10 10' 30" E. and Sandheukt, 59°33* N., lO^'E. Holland 
racecourse near Narvik, 59°02'45" N., 10°03‘E., has been 
reconstructed by Germans. (F.O.Narvik 1704/3).

From War Office. Intelligence Report to 1800/2. Germans believed 
to be in position approx. 2 kilometres S.W. of Elvenes and in area 
Skabvand. (D. of P.1507/3 to F.O.Narvik.

Number of vessels showing lights reported during last 2 ni^its 
in area bounded by lat.56°N. , and 57°N. , 2°E. ,and 4° E. 
believed fishing vessels, (see also S/tls reported)D.D. I.C.1630/3)

Reported that a controlled minefield has been laid at Trondheim 
frcm position 1-g- cables north of Uunkolmen to Hovsingen 
(DDIC 1557/3)

Belated report received 3/5 stated that 2 German minelayers 
and 2 U-boats were in a position 25' West of the Hook of Holland 
at 0530/2. Presumed were of the armed trawler type. (I.C.©440/40)

A/C reports several unidentified merchant ships 6-7 miles W.S.W. 
of Strorastad, Oslo Fiord,between 0010 and 0135/3. (l.C.0440/40).

TRIDENT reports on returning from patrol 2 torpedo boats and 
2 motor minesweepers in Bjome Fiord whilst she was in that 
area (i.C.,0440/40).

From N0.IC. Stornoway. Skipper of drifter TRANSCEND reports when 
fishing W.N.W.(mag.) 17 miles from Cape Wrath hearing extremely 
loud V T  signals in German on 173 metres from 0200 to 0207 today 3/5. 
Signals were mainly in figure groups finishing with Heil Hitler 
and seemed so near that Skipper thought a U-boat had surfaced 
close by him. (C.in C.Rosyth 2534/3).
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Norwegian loaded with pulp, awaiting attempt to escape to proceed to 
Ships Kirkwall. Ascertain from Maurice the position of Lansdesless

wnere he reported on e ship, and inform JANUS immediately
(.C . S. 1.6529/3 j C.in C.H.F. to YORK 0853/3) Maurice cannot give 
information (YORK 1730/3). Request position Lansless (JANUS to 
C.in C.H.F.1911/3).

Degaussing Six ships of S.L. 29 for London ordered Portland for degaussing. 
(D.T.D.1945/3). 3 ships of H.G.F.29 ditto.(D.T.D.1829/3)

Convoys Positions(D.C.18l8/3)

Fishing Areas available (D.T.D.1910/3)

'S

*

■>
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Following received from Flag Officer-in- 
Charge Liverpool:-
Details of Admiralty message 478 A Z were 
not co’mnunicated to H.U.S. VIMY while 
vessel was at sea, in spite of this 
vessel readily decyphered message of *3* 
series owing to similarity of their 
preamble and by so doing deduced the 
procedure detailed in 478 A Z. Suggest 
existing arrangements are therefore 
insecure. 1615/3. I1 entirely concur.
(C. in C. W.A. 2122/3).

WEATHER

Wind. Weather Visibility.
North Sea, N. S.S.E, Moderate Fair to cloudy. Good.
North Sea, S. N. - ‘'I. E., light 

to moderate.
Coastal haze. Moderate,

Horns Reef. E., fresh. Fair to cloudy. Good.
Channel N., light to 

moderate.
Coastal haze. Moderate,

W. Approaches. N.,light to 
moderate.

Fair to cloudy. Good.
Norwegian. S. - S.W. light 

to moderate.
Fair to cloudy, 
fog patches, 
probable.

Moderate 
to good, 
poor in 
fog.

Outlook, no marked change.
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French
Positions

HAWKINS
Relief

U.S.3

Arrivals

U.S.2

WARSPITE

Positions

FOREIGN STATIONS 
North Atlantic.

Convoys and Patrols (D.C.0046/3)

South Atlantic.

Your 1242/30. Present intention is that HAWKINS should be 
relieved by AJAX in August 1940. (D.O.D.(F) 1601/1).

Jfy 234-5/3 (see Australia). No action to provide a second 
8 in.cruiser for U.S.3 is required at present (D.O.D.(f ) 
to C.in C.S.A. 2349/3).

Mediterranean.
My 1204/2/2. Italian Naval Attache today infoiraed MALAYA 
and ROYAL SOVEREIGN have been added to Mediterranean Fleet and 
ARK ROYAL and ITJRIOUS have left Mediterranean. (D.N. 1.1342/3) 
to N.A.Rome).

Arrivals 3/5:- MALAYA, ROYAL SOVEREIGN, STUART, VAMPIRE, French 
battleships PROVENCE, LORRAH^E.BRETAGNE,French cruisers TIGRE, 
LYNX,French destroyer FORBIN. (S.O. I. Alexandria 1921/3).

Admty 2005/2 (destroyer escort from Aden if U.S.2 is to proceed 
to Egypt). No R.A.N.destroyers available owing to boiler cleaning. 
DECOY and DEFENDER detailed and arriving Suez p.m.4/5.
(C.in C.Med. ,1333/3).
Admty 1821/30. Hope WARSPITE will move to Alexandria as soon as 
considered safe, and not dependent on return of 3 French 
battleships to Western Basin. Urgently required as Fleet Flagship 
(C.in C.Med. 2009/3). To proceed Alexandria not calling Gibraltar 
or Malta.Passage through Straits to be made during dark hours. 
(D.O.D.(F) 2322/3).
MALAYA,ROYAL SOVEREIGN and 4 destroyers to Alexandria,also 
cruisers DEIHI and CAPETOWN. (D.C. ,0800/3).
Your 1746/1.(1) Vessels with substantial amounts of oe*p for 
Mediterranean posts may proceed, but vessels carrying small 
quantities will be considered individually and instructions sent. 
(2) Yes. (D.of S.T.to R.A.Alexandria 1027/3).

Shipping
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FOREIGN STATIONS 

East Indies.

63
U»S.2 Arrived Colombo 3/5 > escorted by RAMILLIES and French cruiser. 

SUFBEEN (Sol Colombo 0631 2/3)

Port Arrival 3/5 LiVgflfldQl- with flag of F.0.C.4 C.S. (R.O.Port Sudan 
Sudan 1150/3)

Admty. 2351/30 and 5306/3 from Australian Naval Board.
Is U. S.2 to be sailed via Red Sea or Cape ? (C.E.in C. E. I.
1747/3)
KENT is to sail with U.S.2 from Colombo. In event of convoy 
being diverted before reaching Aden,KENT will relieve SUFFHEN for 
passage to Cape.(D.O.D.(f )2006/3).

Your 1747/3* U.S.2 to be sailed according to programme via Red Sea. 
(D.O.D.(F) 2324/3 to C.in C.E.I).

America and West Indies.

AURANIA Ready to sail for Bermuda 12/5 (F.0.C.N.P.2310/3)

Australia.

U.S.2. Cancel my O648V I  .Australian Govt.agrees to Convoy U.S.2. 
sailing as originally arranged. (A.C.N.B.0306^3).

U.S.2 & 3 Admiralty intentions for escorts in event of diversion via the 
Cape. (D.O.D. (F)2345/3 to Australia and New Zealand Naval Boards.

AUSTRALIA Offer in your 1245/2 to permit AUSTRALIA to escort U.S.3 to
Cape of Good Hope if diverted much appreciated. (Intentions detailai ) 
If no diversion*and U.S.3 proceeds normally,KENT may have difficulty 
in making Cocos Island R.V. In these circumstances, Admty .would be 
grateful if Caononwealth Govt .would agree to AUSTRALIA remaining 
with U.S.3 as far as Colombo (D.O.D.(F)2346/3)
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Unknown Ship. Attacked by TRIDENT with torpedo and
gunfire and driven ashore in Lange lluen, 
became a total loss. (I.C.0440/40)

Forth Atlantic.
KLAUS SCHOKE, At Horta, Azores, wished to move to
LUISE BORNHOFEN. roadstead to save expense. Unable to do

so, ■unable to obtain 75 tons of coal.
(I.C.0440/40).

China.-

MOITI RICKMERS, WASGENWALD, WERDENFELS (at gabang);
SONECK, BITTERFELS, WUPPERTAL (at Padang);
NAUMBURG ( at Sourabaya). Fuel details and appearance of 
these. (I.C.0440/40).Capt. O.S. Singapore, 06542/3,. DANAE 
reports all German ships at Sabang have raised or are raising 
steam.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND NINIH3. 3.5.40.Friday.
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Estimated dispositions (D.D.I.C.1521/3).
56° 30* N., 2° 30* E., 112° Buchan Ness, 
150°. Indefinite position.
D.F. unknown enemy unit, 57° 20* N.,
3° E. unreliable fix, probable U-Boat.
D.D.I.C.1312/3).
D.F. unreliable fix 56° 10' N., 2° 30’ E. 
(D.D.I.C.1501/3).
Considerable enemy W/T activity since 
1205 between 57° 20’ N., 3° E., and 
55° 30' N., 2° E. possibly U Boats. 
(D.D.I.C. 1630/3).
Norwegian report submarines outside 
Bliksvaer, 66° 17’ N., 13° 15' E., going 
North. (PENELOPE 2301/3).
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Situation Report

Narvik Area
Allied troops are now half way from Gratagen 

' to Bjervik and and increasing pressure.
The construction of landing grounds for 
our aircraft in the Narvik area is being 
pressed forward.
Two store convoys are on passage.
ARK ROYAL, escorted by CURLEW and 6 
destroyers sailed from Scapa at 1615/4 to 
provide fighter protection in the Narvik 
Area.
There was only one report of enemy air 
activity in the Narvik area, when the 
Polish destroyer GROM was hit from a 
height of 15,000 feet and sunk.

Mos.ioen, Mo. Bodo
ROYAL ULSTERMAN, escorted by MOHAWK, landed 
300 troops and stores at Mo, 4/5. Operation 
was apparently unobserved.

Evacuation. Namsos.
Troops evacuated from the Namsos area 
arrived at Scapa. Serious casualties from 
BISON and AFRIDI were transferred to the 
French hospital ship SPHINX at Sullom Voe 
for passage to Scapa.

Submarine Operations
SEVERN reported that she had sunk the 
Swedish ship MONARK, 1786 tons off the 
Lister Light.

British Air Activity
In addition to the normal A/S patrols, 
a reconnaissance of the Dutch coast was 
carried outj no enemy activity observed. 
4 aircraft completed a Security Patrol. 
17 aircraft were engaged on special duty 
during the night of 4-5/5*
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Situation Report, (contd.)

Energy Air Activity
Very little activity during the day.
Energy aircraft continued their overnight 
operations off S. and S.E. Coast between 
0400 and 0600, several reports being 
received of aircraft off the coast between 
Yarmouth and Beachy Head, and one report 
from 12' E.N.E. of entrance to R. Tees.
Two meteorological flights were carried 
out during the day, one in southern half 
of North Sea, other over the northern 
North Sea to a latitude of 6l° N.
It is believed that between 2056 and 
2118/4 enemy aircraft circling low between 
Fair Island and the Orkneys. Mine-laying 
is suspected.

General
It has been reported that the Norwegian 
submarine B.6 may be on passage to 
England.
The following ports are closed - Tees, 
Hartlepool, Blyth and Middlesbrough. 
Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne are open to 
demagnetised ships.
RAMILLIES and 3UFFREN, with the second 
Australian and New Zealand Convoy, left 
Colombo pm/4 for Aden.

Movements

CARLISLE

VERDUN
W  tirrffa .

Submarines

Numbers returning in, chiefly ex BITTERN.
(C.S.l, 2 13 1/4).

French, sailed for Brest with Rear-Admiral 
Moreau. (F.O.I.C., Greenock, 1355/4).

Positions 0600/5 (D.C., 2237/4)(V.A.S. 1744/4)
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GROM

Operations.

NARVIK

Sunk (see Air).

Allied Aircraft Directions when approaching Narvik (F.O., 
Narvik, 1149/4).

Petrol, etc., 
for Aircraft To arrive Narvik 11/5 &nd 12/5. Carriers 

will not be required to sail before 11/5. 
(V.C.N.S. to F.O., Narvik, 1919/4).

A.A. Defences Your 2125/3* Destination of all convoys 
is at your discretion. ARK ROYAL and 
additional A.A. ships should reach you on 
Monday and situation as regards A.A. 
defence should then improve. Youfe are 
no doubt taking steps to keep as many 
transports and supply ships out of the 
danger area for next 3 days. (D.O.D.(H). 
1925/4 to F.O. Narvik.).

Landing Grounds Adty 2208/2. Reconnaissance of Bardufoss 
and second promising site found at Skaanland 
shows neither of these landing grounds can 
be prepared by 12/5 on account of thaw and 
inadequate resources to clear snow and 
make extensions. Under adverse circumstances 
possible that neither of these aerodromes 
will be ready before mid-June. As enemy 
appears to be relying on float planes for 
operations Narvik area considered fighters 
on floats would be an adequate counter. 
Strongly urged F.A.A. or French float 
planes should be employed here at once to 
cover period until aerodrome can be suitably 
prepared. (F.O. Narvik, 2329/4).

Civil Supplies Desired shortly to introduce regular 
supplies for civil population of Northern 
Norway. Intended that ships should be 
included in N.S. Convoys from Clyde for 
onward routing by F.O., Narvik to northern 
ports returning to base for homeward convoy. 
(D.T.D., 1949/4).
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Operations (Contd.)

NARVIK

Trawlers CAPE PASSARO, SAINT KENAN, SAINT 
LOHAN of 15th A/S S.E., Al'IGLE of 16th A/S 
S.F., arrived Skjel Fiord. After fuelling 
intend send 15 th A/S S.F. to water at Lodingon 
and then reinforce 0fot Bogen at full speed. 
(PENELOPE, 2141/4).

From Wing Com. Atcherly. Bardufoss now 
covered 3 feet snow. Will signal as soon 
as estimate can be made of time to put 
aerodrome serviceable. Suitable for 
Gladiators but for Hurricanes only with 
great care. (F.O., Narvik, 1005/3).

ROYAL ULSTERMAN to discharge stores, mails, 
personnel, etc., for Narvik area into 
GRAFTON at Mo. (F.O., Narvik, 1923/3 ).

Your 1947/1. Work is to be given first 
Priority. (Alterations to pier, required 
for VaagS Fiord). (D. of L.D., to A.S., 
Portsmouth 1928/4).

AANDALSNES) NAMSOS, (Personnel from).

Details of troops in transports French 
ships EL DJEZAIR and EL KANTARA (C.S. 1, 

Glasgow, 2058/4).

Troops evacuated from Molde and Aandalsnes 
area in LANCASTRIA, 30BIESKI and BATORY - 
numbers. (C. in C., H.F., 0031/4).

Details and arrangements for troops 
arriving at Glasgow. (D. of S.T. to 
F.O.I.C., Glasgow, 2058/4).
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MOSJOEN, MO, BODO.

Sweep Your 1725* Nothing located in Bodo,
Salt Fiord or vicinity. Intend to sweep 
for Submarines mentioned in your 2301/3 
from Tennholmen Light returning to Ofot 
Fiord about 0730 (BASILISK, 0114/4).

Landing Operation Operation completed apparently unobserved. 
All stores, mails, etc., excepting those 
landed at Mo were transferred to SCOTT. 
Ships sailed for Scapa 0645 (MOHAWK,2205/4)

Iceland - Operation Fork

Orders A force is being sent to Iceland (total
817 officers and men) including R.M. Battalion,
R.JlC howitzer crews, R.M. gun crews.
Force to be self-contained and provided

- Fork"

with one month's provisions. To embark 
Greenock a.m. Tuesday 7/5 in ships 
detailed by C. in C., K.F., stores being 
consigned to Greenock and marked Force 
PORK. (D. of P. 1903/4). lotk -ft/rjj

Details of Naval Howitzer Section from 
Portsmouth to accompany R.M. Battalion. 
(D.T.3.D., 1904/4).

O.C. Cash £3,000 to be handed to Colonel 
R.G. Sturges, R.M., O.C. Force PORK-, prior 
to sailing (D. of P. 1930/4).

Allied Submarines

TAKU Unknown number of enemy merchant ships 
expected to pass through LKND 3205 south
bound today Saturday. TAKU proceed through 
this position and thence coastwise to 
Selbjorne Fiord. (R.A.S. 0706/4).

STURGEON Cancel my 0706. Enemy ships now expected 
to pass JSND 3205 on way to Stavanger. 
STURGEON proceed to JSND 3000 (V.A.S. 0944/4)

QRZEL (see Enemy Intelligence).
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Mine laving 
Programme

TRIDENT

TRITON

F.P.3

N.P.2, N.S.2,) 
N.P.3, N.S.3,)

MASHOBRA

HKI

JANUARY

4.5.40.
Saturday.

HOLE COMMANDS

Operations

Allied Submarines (Contd.)

Minelaying programme proposed for NARWHAL, 
SEAL and PORPOISE. (V.A.S., 1859/4). 
Cancelled (0406/5).

Patrol report 25/4 to 2/5. (S.2, 1145/4).
Refers to attack and destruction of German 
merchant ship at 0926/2 in Langenuess.
Ship beached herself on Scorpa Island 
in Koss Fiord. Finished off with torpedo.

Patrol report 26/4 to 3/5. (TRITON, 0011/4)

Convoys, Norway.
p

Your 1832/3 . F.0.3 expects arrive R.V.
2000 with escort of ECHO as S.O., /with 
C. in C., Norwegian Navy and Staff on 
board) WARWICK, WHIRLWIND, AMAZON, BRAZEN, 
French cruiser EPERVIER. Request 
instructions for escort. (ECHO to F.O. 
Narvik. 0358/4). Reply, (*.0., Narvik, 1003/4).

Arrangements for (D. of P. 1804/4 to 
F.O. Narvik).

Arrangements to send R.M.F.U. and MNBDO 
pier in. (Hd. of M., to F.O., Narvik, 
1856/4, amended 2335/4).

Your 2125/3* Destination of H.K.I. and 
all other convoys is at your discretion. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1926/4 to F.O. Narvik).

Sailed with HK1 and will not join N.S.2 
(F.O.C.O.S., 1532/4).
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Norway - Intelligence

Information received from Norwegian crew 
of HE.115 re Lt. Comdrs. G. Villiers and 
H. Stoddart of British Consulate, Bergen, 
and their families, also 3 Norwegian 
Captains, Ulstrup, Milbye and Hauze who 
have lost their ships. (H.^., C.C., 2300/4) 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 1307/4).
Comdr. Herve, Royal Norwegian Navy and 
Capt. Motzfeldo, Norwegian Air Force, 
to sail in CHOBRY and report CLAVER HOUSE 
p.m. 6/5. (D.O.D.(H) 1905/4).
Comdr. Hauze, R.N.N., has arrived at Lerwick 
in a fishing vessel and is being flown to 
Invergordon today. (O.C. 0039/4-).
Comdr. Hauze and Lieut. Hansen arriving 
London 0745/5* (H.A., Invergordon, 1437/4).

B.6 Submarine Norwegian submarine B.6 may be on passage 
from Sogne Fiord to an east coast port 
and may attempt to identify herself to a 
3ritish warship. (H.Q., C.C., to 18 Group, 
1625/4).

Norwegian Ministers Norwegian Foreign Minister and Minister 
j  for Defence arriving Suston 0642 tomorrow.

(F.O.I.C., Glasgow, 2050/4).
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Air.

British Aircraft

Recognition Following signal sent to all R.A.F.
Markings Commands at Home and overseas begins

X.485. 1/5/40 following recognition 
markings to be painted on all aircraft 
earliest possible moment. Fuselage 
roundels to be encircled with yellow strip 
of same width as existing blue circle. 
Vertical stripe of red white and blue of 
same width to be painted on fins repeat 
fins. Blue to be nearest rudder but clear 
of hinge. Ends. This applies to Fleet 
Air Arm aircraft. (Hd. of Air Branch,
2159A).

British Air Activity

Attacks on Flak 
Ships

Ref. N.L.D. 4/5 ASD/210 11/4. Further 
to Coastal Command Tactical Instruction 
No.7 photographs show that certain ships 
which may be operating as flak-ships 
and patrol vessels are equipped with 
circular gun platforms fore and aft.
These platforms show up clearly and in 
themselves are sufficient to show that 
the vessel forms part of an enemy fleet. 
Attacks on any small vessels equipped 
with these circular gun platforms seen in 
the Heligoland Bight anywhere south east 
of the line joining Westerland (Sylt) 
to Borkum would be justified even 
though it did not open fire provided it 
started to take avoiding action or to 
fire identification signals. Captains 
of aircraft would be justified in attack
ing such ships under the conditions 
stated unless they carried neutral markings 
(H.Q., C.C., 1632/4).
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Air, (contd.)

Enemy Air Activity
Very little activity reported during the 
day, but intensive activity (probably 
minelaying) during the night of 3-4/5.
The first phase took place between 
2116/3 a^d 0104/4 in the Downs and Straits 
of Dover; the second between 0302 and 
0338 from 50 miles east of Yarmouth to 
the Straits of Dover Enemy aircraft were 
again reported between 0416 and 0614, one 
travelling between 50 miles E. of 
Yarmouth and 45 miles South of Beachy Head, 
and another crossing and recrossing the 
coast in the regions of Cromer and 
Lowestoft respectively.
Two meteorological flights took place 
over the North Sea during the forenoon, 
one covering the southern North Sea 
(possibly one of the last two aircraft 
mentioned above), the other covering the 
northern North Sea as far as 6l° N.
Enemy naval aircraft were probably patrol
ling off the Norwegian coast during the 
morning, and there were further reports 
of the usual troop carrying activity 
(controlled by Utersen and Stade); 
flights between Hamburg, Neumunster and 
Oslo were reported.
During the afternoon enemy aircraft were 
engaged in reconnaissance in the northern 
North Sea and up the Norwegian coast.
One aircraft reported sighting nothing 
in the region of Mosjoen, and another 
reported sighting nothing in approx, 
position 62:12 N., 0:25 E. (H.Q. Coastal 
Command, 1758/4).

Portsmouth Enemy air attack is imminent at Portsmouth
(Portsmouth W/T, 0521/4).

Narvik During air attack this morning off Nax*vik.
GROM sunk Polish destroyer GROM sunk. (i’.0. Narvik,

0905/4). Was bombed from a height of 
15,000 feet. (wutUo f>.

It is believed that a torpedo was detonated 
and the ship sank in 5 minutes. One 
officer and 65 ratings missing. 15 1  
survivors, including 11 seriously wounded. 
British ratings and the liaison officer 
were saved (D.C.N.S.).



HOME COMMANDS

4.5.40.
Saturday 75

Air (contd.)

Suspected Between 2056 and 2118/4, thirteen plots
Minelaying were received indicating enemy aircraft

circling low between Fair Island and the 
Orkneys. Minelaying was suspected, 
but owing to the depth of water only 
cruisers and above were advised to avoid 
the Channel. Fighters were sent up 
arrived six minutes after the last plot 
and found nothing. (D.C.N.S.).
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GRON
Sunk

Dive-Bombing
Attacks"*

Peeling of 
Norwegian Crews
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Air
1 5Hit from 5^000 feet, believed torpedo 

detonated and ship sank in 5 minutes. Lieut. 
(E) Krakowaki and 65 ratings missing. .AL1 
British ratings and liaison officer^saved. 
151 survivors, including 7 serious wounded, 
in RESOLUTION; 4 in AURORA (RESOLUTION, 1316/4)

4.5.1940.
Saturday.

HONE COPLANDS

Detailed report of air attacks on 3/5.
C.s.i (C.S.I. 2122/4) J.U. 87 U's dive bombing 

from 10,000 feet in nearly vertical sniral 
dive releasing at 1,000 ft., angle of*sight 
from target throughout more than 65° 
Virtually impossible to engage with any 
existing weapons except Oetflikons.
(C. in C., H.P., War Diary 1/5- 15/5. T.S.D 4)587/40)

Shinning
Naster of s.s. EUTALIEUS reports that Naster 
of a Norwegian ship at Liverpool informed 
him that all Norwegian ships in British 
ports would be scuttled if*Allies evacuated 
Norway, as their crews fear that in such 
event Allies would seize all Norwegian 
vessels and forget Norway. Officer i/c 
armed guard which returned to Glasgow yester
day from Prance reports that the crew of 
Norwegian ship GYDA were communistically 
inclined and declared the wish to return to 
Norway to fight. (P.O.I.C., Glasgow, 1629/4)
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HOME COMMANDS. 
Mining.

*

->ORZFiL
Report

Channel
Ports.

New
Magnetic 
Mines.

A/C
Mines.

Your 1843/2 . 9 floating mines sighted in same position
for 3 days so presumed moored. Run ^pprox. line 2 miles 
from coast between 58°33' N., and 58 45' N. Jaederens 
light buoy appears removed, small whistle buoy only 
remaining. (ORZEL, 0001/4 to R.A.S.)

Admiral Nord states he is stopping all traffic whether 
ships are demagnetised or not both in and out of Dunkirk, 
Calais, Boulogne, until he has been able to cany out 
further sweeps to-day. (V.A. Dover, 0106/4.)

Germans believed to have invented new type of magnetic 
mine which nullifies degaussing process. (Press 
Association report).

A/C mining is suspected in an area 3 miles radius from 
position 189° Pair Island 19 miles (I.C., 0441/40)
(see Air).

Enemy Intelligence.

Trondheim Notes on Lights, U-boats, controlled minefields etc. 
Area. Surface force believed to consist of captured

Norwegian T.B. LAKS and possibly one German gunnery 
training vessel BRUMMER class and one damaged destroyer 
(C. in C. H.F. 0127/4, to CLYDE). Additional details 
(1740/4).

H o m s  5 vessels reported in line ahead in position 120 miles
Reef. W. of Homs Reef light vessel at 0120/4, no course

given. (I.C., 04W/40.)

^Minesweepers 5 M. Class German minesweepers have been sweeping up 
coast and in entrance to Stavanger to-day. Thought 
they have swept or sunk by gunfire mines reported in 
my 0001/4 (0RZEL, 2200/4).

Ports 
Reopened.

Shipping

Dunkirk, Calais, Boulogne now open to demagnetised ships, 
[V.A. Dover 1201/4) ,
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.
CRAIG. British 3683 - Halifax to Downs. 

Stranded during fog off Egg Iy N.S 
Vessel broke in two parts - crew 
saved. (Shipping Casualties Ref. 
W.K. 1940. O.N. 145749).
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WARSPITE

French
Units.

BULOLO

PATELLA

Polish
Personnel

Italian
Submarines

Danish
3iips.

FOREIGN STATIONS 81
North Atlantic.

Route for, on passage through to Alexandria. (FOCNA 1110A/4) 
Positions, convoys and Patrols, at 1300/5 (D.C.2355/4)

South Atlantic

H.1I.S.BULOLO required to transport Gambia Company of Sierra Leone 
Baton. , R.W.Africa Frontier Force, from Bathurst to Freetown. 
Programme, (c.in C.S.A.1310/4)

Asking for news of PATELLA (D.T.D. 1200/4) Sailed from Freetown 
30/4 for Pointe a Pierre (C.in C.S.A.2219/4)

Mediterranean

Polish authorities have enquired whether:(a) In view of 
Mediterranean situation do you advise continuation of shipping 
of Polish Military personnel from Split and Athens to Marseilles, 
or would it be advisable to ship them to Beirut instead, (b) As 
regards Admiralty instructions regarding British ships in 
Mediterranean, can s.s.PATRIS still be used either in Marseilles 
or Beirut transport, (c) Do you approve chartering by Poles of an 
Italian ship which is available for additional use in this traffic. 
(N. A. Belgrade 1 700/4)

^Official movements due about 10/5. (s.O. I.Malta 2133A)
Dispositions, CAPETOWN,DELHI AND CALEDON on patrol; OTUS,OLYMKJS 
35 North, 20° East to Malta; NEPTUNE 34° North, 24° East to 
Alexandria; RESOURCE, 7/ATEHHEN, VENDETTA and VOYAGER 34° North, 
24° East to Alexandria. (D.C.0817/5).

East Indies.
Unrest in AFRTKA and ELEONORA MAERSK at Colombo and Bahrein. 
(C.in C.E.I. 1542/4)
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BermudaConvoys

FOREIGN STATIONS 
America and West Indies

Admty. 1950/2 (A.M. C.to join Bermuda Convoy Escort Force) Request 
name of A.M.C. and other details. (C. in C. A.W. I. ,2301/4)

Curacao - My 1237/20 and 1118/21 - As no adverse reports received, it has been 
Aruba decided allow 2 Norwegian tankers to load simultaneously at Curacao 

and 2 at Aruba. (D.of S.T. and C.in C.A.W.I. 2222/K).

New Zealand.

HECTOR - Request reply to 0215V26/4 from C.N.S.in LEANDER be addressed to 
THORSHOV C.N.S. Wellington. Repairs to both ships in hand provisionally 

estimated to complete 21/5. Master of Norwegian THORSHOV holds 
H.M.S.HECTOR responsible for damage and intends to claim.
(C.N.S.Wellington 0lM Z /± ).

%
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
Home Commands.

Swedish.1786. Under German control, was sunk by SEVERN off the 
Lister Light. The Master signed a statement that the ship was 
taken by charter at Stavanger and was forced to proceed to Germany. 
Crew were transferred to a power boat in a calm sea and SEVERN took 
the German prize crew of 5 on board. (D.C.N.S.)

Mediterranean

SALZBURG Left Braila for Russia^(lalatz 1325/4)

ATLAS
BELLONA

At Barcelona, have steam up, and are rumoured to be 
and ready to sail night V5. (l.C.Oi»Al/40)

South Atlantic

MONTEVIDEO According to Press report of 3/5, the German appeal against 
Schroder’s attachment of MONTEVIDEO at Rio Grande,Brazil,has 
succeeded. The Brazilian naval authorities have not yet been 
informed officially and maintain guard on board. (i.C.



F O R E I G N  STATIOUR

4.5.1840.
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Eas t _Indi_es_

Admty. 23D4/3 and 2351/30/4. U.S. 2. /ill 
leave Colombo 2300Z/4 for Aden. (C. in C.E.I. 0820Z/4)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & IIINING

Ships Attacked

SANTI3URCI0 mined and torpedoed at 1955 in 
position 4.2 miles 165° Tarbetness li^ht house. No lives lost.
Position not in the swept channel but route 
was in accordance with sailing orders, 
report, asked for why the route given was 
selected. (R.A. Invergordon, War Diary.T.S.D. 4153/40)
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SAN TIsjcRGIO 
Mined,
Sunk

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING-.
^ - 85Ships Attacked.

British, 5995 tons,struck a mine at 2005/4, 4 miles S.E.of 
Tarbet Ness, Morav Firth, and sunk at 2137/4. Was in ballast, 
not degaussed. a/s trawler LEICESTER CITY was escorting her, 
frcm Scapa to Invergordon, but she was not in convoy. Crew 
saved. (LEICESTER CITY 2010/4, 2020/4, R. A. Invergordon 
2145/4, C.in C.Rosyth 2147/4) Master of SAN TIEJBRCIO and Captain 
of LEICESTER CITY report they consider ship undoubtedly sunk by 
magnetic mine. (R.A.Invergordon 2340/4) (l.C.0441/ says
"mined or torpedoed").

Submarines Reported.

Believed dispositions

One off Bleksvaer, 66° 45' N., 12° 50* E. Several more seem
to be passing down the North Sea Homeward bound (I. C. 0440/40) 
(D.D.I.C. 1202/4) ‘
1205 57° 20» N. , 3° 00‘ E., 255° The Naze 140o,position
indefinite.

1334 56° 10* N., 2° 30* E., 120° Buchan Ness 165°,position 
indefinite.

1638 58° N. ,2° E. , 076° Buchan Ness 140 ', position indefinite.

1537 55° 301 N. , 2° E., 041° Flamborough Head 105*, reliable 
position.

2215 Outside "Bliksvaer" (? Blekvaer, 66° 43* N., 12° 50* E., 
Norwegian report,course N.

0100 53° 00 *N. , 05° 35' W. , about 15 m.E. from Wicklow Head. 
Reported by a merchant ship, doubtful. MONTROSE ordered 
to attack. (C.in C.W.A. 1139/4, 1301/4).

1713 Ifr 1713 (reported S/ta) Sweep out Carnarvon Bay on passage. 
(C.in C.W.A.1906/4 to BULLDOG)

1120 D.F.reliable position, unknown enemy unit, probable U-boat, 
55° 201 N., 2° 20* E., (D.D.I.C.1238/4)

1500 Periscope sighted by Commodore of HGF 28A Convoy, 140° 
Portland Bill 35-“ (C.in C.W.A. 2231/4)

* ARABIS ordered to position.
2301 54° 30* N., 4° 40’ E., 310° Borkum 90',position reliable
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Submarines Attacked.

1515 ARABIS. Corvette, attacking contact in 50°04r N., 02° 45* W
203° P6rtland Bl11 29*. WOLFHOUND joining ARABIS.
(C. in C. Port snout h,1749/4) (I. C.0441/40)
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Situation Report

Narvik Area.
Enemy air attacks are becoming intensified.
The enemy appear to be relying on float
planes for operations in the Northern Areas,
F.O., Narvik, considers that fighters on 
floats would be adequate to counter them, 
and urges that the Fleet Air Arm or French 
float planes should be used at once to cover 
the period till an aerodrdme is ready.
Mid-June has been mentioned as the earliest 
probable date for this aerodrome. EFFINGHAM 
brought down one, possibly two, enemy aircraft. 
ENTERPRISE was bombed, but not hit.
Convoy F.P.3 arrived, and the ships have been 
distributed - 3 French transports carrying 
Polish Brigade, with BRAZEN, AMAZON and 
WARWICK, to Tromso; 3 transports with 
French troops, EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA carrying 
British A/A guns crews, etc. with ZULU, 
BASILISK and WHIRLWIND, to TjeIdsundet Fiord, 
in Vest Fiord.
The air liners CARIBOU and CABOT, v/hich 
landed Rear-Admiral Lyster and his staff at 
Narvik, were unable to proceed further owing 
to lack of fuel. While at anchor they were 
attacked by enemy aircraft at 1845/5? with 
six casualties, and have been beached at 
Harstad.

Mds.ioen. Mo. Bodo Area.
Mo and Mosjoen are occupied by our forces, 
and MOHAWK and ROYAL ULSTERMAN are returning 
to Scapa. Reinforcements to Mo and Mosjoen 
are on the way.

British Air Activity
Bomber Command ceased offensive operations 
in Norway until further orders. All aircraft 
are being kept in reserve against the event 
of hostilities breaking out in the Low 
Countries.
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Situation Report (contd.)

Enemy Air Activity
Activity in the Narvik area, as indicated in 
para 1, become more intense during the day.
A number of attacks were made by enemy float 
planes.
120 enemy troop carrying aircraft were 
supposed to be leaving Kastrup aerodrome, 
Copenhagen, for the Narvik area on the morning 
of May 5> t>ut no further report confirmed 
this movement.
An enemy aircraft crossed the East Coast at 
Hull shortly after dark and was later reported 
to have been located over Bradford and Fleetwood. 
It returned on an easterly course and passed 
over Whitby before midnight. It is assumed 
that this aircraft may have visited Ireland 
in the course of its flight.

Submarine Activity - British.
NARWHAL reported that when in the Kattegat 
on the afternoon of May 1 she sighted an escorted 
convoy of 10 merchant vessels each of about
3,000 tons. She fired six torpedoes and heard 
four definite explosions. 75 depth charges 
were dropped, but the only damage apparently 
was to NARWHAL'S periscope.
SEAL reported herself filling with water owing 
to damage from a mine or depth charge, and 
was making for Goteborg, Sweden.

Troops from Norway.A large convoy of transports carrying the 
troops from Norway left Scapa for the Clyde, 
escorted by 4 British and 3 French destroyers.

German Merchantmen
There is still considerable speculation about 
the possible sailings of German merchantmen 
from various ports. It is again pointed out 
that for want of dry-locking, their speed is 
much reduced.
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Situation Report (contd.)

U-Boat Campaign and Mining

t  •

While there is no change in the situation 
generally, it is considered that preparations 
are being made for a further wave of 
activity, in which mines will be dropped 
extensively along the East Coast by aircraft, 
and that U-boats will be employed in mine

laying in West Coast areas, and also for 
attacks on surface craft, to the North and 
North-West.

Home Fleet

General Signal Owiw^to the last 3 weeks you have been
engaged upon two of the most difficult

*  ♦

operations of war that naval forces are 
required to undertake. You may be proud 
that you have carried out these operations 
with the loss at sea of only about 12 officers 
and men of the Army in the face of heavy air 
attack. I am proud to command a Fleet that 
has shown itself capable of meeting the 
heavy demands made upon it with such deter
mination and success. (C. in C., H.F., 
1200/5).

Movements

18th C.S. Flag of R.A. 18 transferred to SOUTHAMPTON 
at 0800/5. (R.A.18, 0802/5).

A/A Ships Flag of R.A.C., A/A Ships, to be hoisted in 
COVENTRY 7/5 snci struck in CARLISLE.
(C. in C., H.F., 154-0/5).

Scapa Progress report — guns, balloons, hutting, 
booms, etc. (R.A. Scapa, 1222/5).

Submarines Positions 0600/6. (D.C., 1918/ 5).

French
Destroyers

If French contre-torpilleurs MILAN, TARTU and 
LE CHEVALIER PAUL proceed to Brest request 

communication retings in all ships and 
Corner. Ruck-Keene in TARTU may be disembarked 
before sailing, also that signal publications 
and charts be withdrawn and kept ready for 
re-issue if ships return. (R.A.(D) 2221/5)
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Operations

Narvik
l 73a « h)

R.-AdmiralLyster CARIBOUAleft Invergordon 0045/5 with
Rear Admiral Lyster and staff and 4 R.A.F. 
passengers for Bodo. (C. in C., Rosyth, 
0126/5 to F.O. Narvik).

Flying; Boats Hear from Wing Comdr. Atcherley that both 
Attacked his flying boats heavily attacked today.

Both now beached, six casualties, none dead. 
Expect bombing attack shortly to demolish 
planes. Names of machines CABOT and CARIBOU. 
(F.O., Narvik, 1503/5)*

Enemy Reports Reported that 120 troop carrying aircraft
leave Denmark early today, Sunday, for 
Narvik. Also that land mines have been laid 
in and around Narvik. Reliability of reports 
cannot be assumed. (D.D.I.C. 0720/5)(British 
Minister, Stockholm, 1918/4, 0145/5)*

Ice Conditions Gulf of Eothnia free of ice as far north as
Kvarken. Ice clearing very rapidly. Reports 
from Sweden indicate that Lulea is likely 
to be open to navigation about 15/5*
(D.N.I. to F.O., Narvik, 2225/5).

Harstad 2 catamarans required for trawler. (N.O.I.C. 
Harstad 0935/5)•

Float Planes Lieut. Holford reports Harstad eminently
suitable for float planes. Depot ship not 
immediately necessary but no facilities are 
available for major repairs. (R.A., Narvik, 
1040/5)* Request for MANELA (D.N.A.D. to 
Air Min., 1709/5)*

Fuel No oil fuel remaining at Skjel Fiord. Coal 
at Balmaha 800 tons. (PENELOPE, 1044/5).

Bardu Foss Extensions may take 2 months. New site 
located at Skaanland. Details of work 
required. (Wing Comdr. Atcherley, 0045/5).
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Operations - Narvik (contd.)

Base Staff Personnel required for Narvik, Harstad, 
Lodingen, and Skaanland. (F.O. Narvik, 1907/5)

Stores Your 1214/3. Stores for Adm. Stephenson's 
party should be merged into stock for use as 
required. (D.O.D.(H) to F.O. Narvik, 1827/ 5).

DIANA Left Skjel Fiord 2300/4 with 14 sick and 
wounded ex Gravdal Hospital and with oiler 
ALDERSDALE for Scapa. (PENELOPE, 0246/5).

Fighter Patrol As bombing of Harstad and Narvik is becoming
Needed. much intensified should be grateful for a 

fighter patrol over area as soon as possible. 
Large transports will be unloading in Lavangj 
Fiord 6/ 5. (F.O. Narvik, 2002/5).
Fighter aircraft should be operated over 
Narvik area tomorrow if this is in any way 
possible. (D.O.D.(H) to V.A.A., 2339/5).

CAIRO Request CAIRO be sailed for Narvik area to 
work under F.O., Narvik. (C. in C., H,F. 
to C. in C., Rosyth, 2103/5)*

A/S Forces Anti-submarine trawlers at Skjel Fiord, Ofot 
Patrol, Bogen Patrol and Harstad (PENELOPE, 
1027/4 reed. 1/21/5)•

German Tanks 
etc.

Mos.ioen - Mo - Bodo

From War Office to VETERAN for Col. Gubbins 
(on board ROYAL SCOTSMAN) - Reliable 
information shows that small number of German
tanks might be able to use road Grong-Mo.
In addition, while snow lasts ski troops 
can operate anywhere between road and Swedish 
frontier. Cover is good. Local Norwegian 
troops probably fishermen rather than skiers. 
Narrowest part and easiest to hold probably 
eastwards from Hemnes (south of Mo.)
Important that no ferries from Elsfiora to 
Kemnes should be available for Germans if 
they succeed in getting tanks or vehicles 
up the road.(2152/5) •

Enemy Air- 
craft

Take no further action with my 1110 (not 
received in Adty.) Enemy aircraft have 
le ft Bodo. (PENELOPE, 1441/ 5)*
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Operations - Namsos Evacuations

British force evacuated from Namsos sailed 
in transports KEINA DEL PACIFICO and DUCHESS 
OF ATHOL. Returns from ships show total of 
192 officers, 2,520 ratings and other ranks 
excluding sane 30 casualties in hospital 
ships. Naval personnel include R.M. Howitzer 
Battery, whose guns are in GRIFFIN, and 
survivors of BITTERN, AFRIDI, and trawlers 
ST. 0ORAN, ASTON VILLA and GAUL. Other 
passengers 25 members of British Red Cross 
Unit. (C. in C. H.F., 2348/5).

French Force ex Namsos totalled approx. 3>020 
Disposition in transports not known as 
French staff officers failed to.report before 
sailing. Approx, figures:-^DOUMER, 1040;
D 'JENNE, 320; EL DJEZAIR, 300; EL KANTARA, 
26O; EL MANSOUR, 1090. (C. in C., H.F.
2346/5).

Allied Submarines

Reports 1st May, Hudson aircraft brought 
down into sea by 2 Messerschmitts off Imsa. 
Attempt to rescue crew forestalled by float 
plane. 3rd May, two M.V. sighted on passage 
from Karmsund to Kvidso, out of torpedo 
range. No surface patrols in Skudesnes 
Fiord and infrequent float plane patrols.
Swept with asdic (MDU not fitted) for mines 
south of Irasa at entrance to Haasteens Fiord. 
Nothing detected at 2,000 yards. Dutch trawler 
DELFT investigated in position 58:01 N.,
01:21 E., apparently genuine, fitted with W/T 
and D.F. (S.2, 1120/5).

Convoys. Norway

Adty. 1526/1 and 1503/3* Ships required at 
Narvik soon as possible. Should it be found 
that convoy, is held back by META, latter 
should be detached with one of the escorting 
destroyers. (D.D.O.D., 1822/5).

Programme for oiler BRITISH GOVERNOR at 
Tromso, etc., (C. in C., H.F., 2104/5).
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BERWICK,
GLASGOW

W/T

BERWICK to sail for the Clyde at 1600/5, 
route via the Minches. Speed of advance 
18 knots. On arrival to take GLASGOW under 
orders and carry out operation Fork in 
accordance with Adty. 1903/4 and any further 
instructions received. On return from this 
duty, BERWICK will be taken in hand for refit 
and turbine repairs, further signal about 
which will be made. (C. in C., H.F., 1157/5).

My 1903/4. Operation Fork. 2 W/T rations 
with 2 general purpose aircraft W/T sets 
with petrol generators from Signal School, 
Portsmouth, are to accompany force. (D.S.D.
18 12/5).

M.N.B.D.O.
n.vj. A>tiiiw t-oru*

U

Special train 
M.N.B.D.O. is 
ranks. (C. in

arrangements, 
now 7 officers 
C., Portsmouth

Personnel from 
and 124 other
, 2113/5).

Dutch Coast

GALATEA ) May at your discretion be based on Dover.
ARETHUSA) (D.O.D.(H) to C. in C., Nore, 1929/5).

Only 1 ship can be berthed at Dover at A buoy. 
Second could be berthed at Eastern Arm but 
is not recommended. (V.A., Dover, 2215/5).
As 2 cruisers have now been allocated to Nore 
Command, request information whether any 
arrangements that can be brought into force 
immediately whereby British and Dutch warships 
can establish their identity to each other. 
Recognition signal also necessary. Without 
such arrangements, operation of British 
naval forces on Dutch Coast would be very 
hazardous. Also essential to know the 
position of the Dutch minefields. (C. in C., 
Nore, 2208/5)*

Operation X.D. Port of embarkation of forces 
concerned has been changed from Chatham to 
Dover. Amended general idea and instructions 
will be forwarded. (D.O.D.(H) 1522/5 to 
C. in C., Nore, etc.).
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Air.

British Air Activity

Reconnaissance Of Oslo Roads. 5 stationary ships seen. Reported
not warships, but apparently armed as 1 
aircraft sustained damage from flak fire.
(H.Q., B.C., 0600/5, 1530/5).
Bunde Fiord, south of Oslo, 15 merchant ships 
anchored along the shore. (H.Q.B.C. 2350/5).

Security By Wellingtons (H.Q.B.C., 0026/6, 0245/6,
Patrol 0250/6, 0500/6).

Tasks for Reconnaissance tasks for 6/5 in Norwegian
6/5 waters. (Donibristle, 1655/5).

1 Hudson to reconnoitre Esbjerg (Bircham 
Newton, 1550/5)*Patrols for 6/5 (H.Q. Coastal Command,1520/5)•

Patrol Vessels 
Attacked

British
Aircraft SUPPLEMENT

GLORIOUS, Adty. 2010/2, 2012/2 and 1919/4. Intend to
Hurricane Trials proceed as soon as there is sufficient wind

to carry out deck landing trials with 1 
Hurricane off Prestwick. Believed in 
GLORIOUS that without landing hooks Hurricanes 

i»*v Baseless in the hands of most experienced 
and ©kilful deck landing pilots will fail to 
make the deck. Observing that embarkation 
period is now extended till Saturday 11/5, 
suggest Hurricanes be crated and hoisted on 
board and re-erected. Forthis purpose 
additional Hurricane personnel would be required 
on board. GLORIOUS can stow 28 Hurricanes 
erected in the hangars in addition to 6 
Gladiators and 6 Swordfish for ship's defence. 
(GLORIOUS, 1049/5).
Decided not possible to fly Hurricanes onto 
GLORIOUS. Now necessary to remove wings and 
hoist on board. (Air Min. l8l5/5> D.N.A.D., 
1708/5).
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British Aircraft

Recognition To be painted on all F.A.A. aircraft. 
Markings (Hd. of Air Branch. 1353/5) (see 4-/5)

Enemy Air Activity
H.Q. C.C. 1700/5.
Enemy aircraft carried^out reconnaissances and 
offensive action in the Narvik area during 
the morning, with but little success.

Surface craft were also shadowed and attacked 
- from enemy reports these attacks were carried 
out on transports and naval craft, but without 
success.
There was also considerable activity of troop- 
carrying aircraft. It was first reported that 
120 machines were leaving Denmark for some 
destination in Norway. Whilst this report 
cannot be confirmed, there has certainly been 
much movement between Western Germany to 
Norwegian areas of military importance.
Aircraft on this service leave their bases, 
and, en route to their destinations, use 
Aalborg and Copenhagen (dependent upon the 
locality in Germany from which the troops are 
being carried), Oslo, and Trondheim, as 
intermediate stations.
The usual daily meteorological flight was 
active over the Southern North Sea, and Northern 
Dutch Coast. (H.Q., C.C., 1700/5)*

EFFINGHAM Brought down 1 and possibly 2 enemy aircraft.
(V.C.N.S.).

ENTERPRISE Unsuccessfully bombed, 2 casualties caused by 
a near miss. (V.C.N.S.)
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Mining,

Mines Exploded. 

Guns.

Minelaying. 

Mines Exploded.

Submarine 
Minelaying 
Programme.

Paddle minesweepers report 2 mines exploded In 
sweeps, 1 mine swept (P.O.I.C. Harwich 2200/5 ).|
ftftr 2017/3. Two Cerlikon guns should be 
fitted in each trawler. (D.M.S. to A.C.O.S. 
1146/5) (Refers to RUNSWICK BAY and SATA).
Operation D.M.L. 9 line D. two completed.
(V.A. Dover, 1829/5 1949/5).
Operation B.S.2. postponed 24 hours owing to 
fog. (PRINCESS VICTORIA, 1920/5).
One in Tees Bay, one near Boulogne.
Three moored mines cut off Norfolk Coast.

(V.C.N.S., 245).
Ivfy" 1859/4, mine laying programme for 
NARWHAL, SEAL and PORPOISE. Propose A 
be cancelled, B be carried out by NARWHAL 
about 10/5, and C remain unchanged.
Now preferred that both B and C should be 
flooders. (V.A.S. 1018/5) Approved
(D.D.O.D.(M) 1905/5).

f 1̂ 06 '

Aircraft for 
Narvik.
Transport.

Enemy Ships

Oslo.

Enemy intelligence. 
(See Narvik).

D.P. at 0932 B.38, unidentified enemy unit, 
probably transport, 57°40,N., 10°30'E, 
unreliable fix. (D.D.I.C. 1049/5).
A/c reports at 0510/5 1 cruiser observed in 
L.S.J.V. 4113, stationary (this is doubtful 
T.C. 0441/40); 4 large merchant ships about
7,000 tons in Norderney Harbour; 20 - 30 
small vessels in harbour E. of Heligoland. 
(C. in C. Nore, 0921/5).
At 0100, 5 merchant ships were reported by 
A/c in the entrance to Oslo Roads 
(l.C. 044l/40).
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Enemy Intelligence (Continued).

Oslo (Continued). At 0040, 12 merchant ships were repoted by
A/c anchored off Bygdo, Oslo, some apparently 
armed (I.C.0442/40). At 0054, 15 merchant 
ships were reported by A/c anchored in 
Bunde Fiord, south of Oslo (I.C.0442/40).

Submarine Trap3 . Norwegian Naval authorities at Tromso report
Germans in Trondheim have placed large orders 
for floating buoys with Ornes Mechanical 
Workshop and also wire nets. They presume 
this means preparation of submarine traps 
on a large scale. (F.0. Narvik, 1422/5).

Shipping.
Convoys. Situation 2000/5 (C. in C. W.A. 1352/5)

Ocean Convoys, positions (D.C. 1614/5).
Ports Open. Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne are now open to

all traffic also Hartlepool and Tees, after 
intense sweeping. Blyth is still closed. 
(V.C.N.S.245).

Miscellaneous.
Solent Traffic Admiralty letter M.05927/40 of 16/4/40.
Control. Considered essential to institute a more

stringent form of traffic control in Solent 
forthwith. Hulk urgently required fitted 
with gate signals, R/T and detecting apparatus 
Old trawler unfit for sea would meet 
requirements (C. in C. Portsmouth, 2343/4, 
reed. 1310/5)

WEATHER.
0500 B.S.T. Wind. Visibility. Outlook
North Sea. Li^ht, variable in W., 

Moderate easterly in 
E.

Poor to
moderate in W., 
good in E.

Similar

Channel. Light, northerly. Poor to 
moderate.

Similar



■ 1

0500 B .3 .T .

W . Appr oa che s N «W• Moderate.

Horns Reef. Ho reports, prohahle 
easterly fresh.

W. Coast 
Norway.

Light, southerly

Contraband 
Control - 
Sweden.

Soviet 
pressure 
on Estonia

Importance of allowing Swedish ships through the 
blockade with goods of purely Swedish origin 
destined for neutral countries, especially 
North and South America and return of such ships 
to Swedish ports with goods such as coal and 
phosphates which are necessary for Swedish 
economy (Mr. Mallet (Stockholm) No. 474 5/5).

to grant them long lease of islands (?Nai)ssaar, 
Karl and Aigna which command entrance to Tallinn 
(Mr. Le Rougetel (Moscow) No. 197 5/5)
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CASUALTIES AMD DEFECTS. 9 9
Home Commands.

(25 miles Wl by N. of Goteborg)

SEAL My position MBAQ 4711. Submarine filling with
water, stern to 129 bulkhead, caused by mine 
or depth charge. F.D.7 laid in 57°33'30" N., 
11° 35* 30" E. Confidential books destroyed. 
No casualties. Am making for Swedish coast 
and will try for Goteborg. (SEAL,0150/5)
Was employed on minelaying operation in the 
entrance to the Kattegat.

wreck
FAULKNOR Have struck/RombaksFiord, 68° 27.1’ N.,

17° 38.7* E. No damage except A/S dome and 
directing ge§r out of action. Ship requires 
docking (Capt. (D) 8, 1714/5).

HUNTER. (Sunk Narvik 10/4). 43 survivors interned atGunmarn, in Vasterbotten, North Sweden. (Stockholm 
received 2053/5-)

ULYSoES.

COCKCHAFER.
u tl Loo.h.

EAST INDIES.
Fractured port propeller shaft and lost 
propeller. Is being towed from Bombay to 
Basra byH.M.1,3 HINDUSTAN (C. in C.E.1 0758Z/5)



COMORIN.

Japanese
Training
Squadron.

RANCHI

U.S.2.

HX41.

«/AR DIARY.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 
South Atlantic.

5*5.40.
Sunday.

100

Has been transferred to America and West 
Indies Station in accordance with your 2155/13/4 
and my 1005/ 18/4 and no action to comply with 
your 1234/4 can be taken by C. in C.S.A.
(C. in C.S.A. to Admiralty 1400/5)

China.
Japanese Naval Attache, London, informed that 
Admiralty regret that in present circumstances 
not possible to accord to Japanese Training 
Squadron such facilities and entertainment 
as this occasion would demand, and that visit 
would better be postponed for present.
(Hd. of M. 1009/5 to C. in C. China).

East Indies.
Ref. C. in C.E.1’s 1747V 2  (RANCHI to proceed 
to Mombasa). Ship arrived 0600/5* (N.O.I.C.
Kilindini, 0321/5).
Convoy sailing telegram. Escort, RAMILLISS, 
KENT and SUFFREN (N.C.S.0. Colombo 0005V5).

America and v/est Indies Station.
In view of abnormal number of ships Vice 
Commodore and staff should be sailed from 
Halifax with this convoy. (D.T.D. to 
C.O.A.C. Halifax 1549/5).
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North Atlantic.

RUDOLF ALBRECHT. Tanker, expected to sail shortly from 
St. Miguel, Azores (I.C., 0442/40)

ES'TE
HENRY HORN

America and West Indies.
Still under embargo at Curacao. HENRY HORN 
received 50 tons of Diesel oil and 50 tons 
of gas oil on 29/4. (S.0.1. Kingston 1128/5)

FRIEDERUN.
China.

At Kenado, Celebes Islands, has been 
reattached at the instance of a British firm.

■riflltflHI
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U-BUAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

d/M1s Reported.
Estimated dispositions. No reliable

0005

0825

m i

1427

1106

1603

2030

2122

indications of any changes. (D.D/C 1159/5)*
Suspicious schooner rigged vessel possibly 
disguised S/M reported off Castle Bay Basse
000 5 to-day. (C. in C. Rosyth 0229/5)
Entrance to R. Eras, reliable position 
(I.G. 0441/40)
A/C reported periscope 57° 15’ N., 01°
56' W, (off Aberdeen) (C. in C. Rosyth 1222/5)
1 Anson ordered to attack (Donibristle, 1250/5)
By A/C JSHN 4404. Large patch oil with 
heavy scum. No size of U-boat (H.Q.C.C.1700/5)
S/M reported at Buvaagen. 68° 09’ N., 15°
27’ E. (PENELOPE, 1106/5).
Norwegian report, 1 S/M observed outside 
Moholman, West Fiord. 68° 09* N., 14° 25* E. 
(PENELOPE 1631/5)
Report from trawlers (doubtful) 55° 42’ B.,
07° 24*W., 25 m. N.N.vY. from Malin Head,
Co. Donegal (343° Tuishtyahull 18').
By WESTON, further attack in daylight (no 
position given) No results. (WESTON 0515/5).
VALENTINE attacked contact possible S/M 
3 patterns no sign on surface in position 52°
07’ N., 1° 52* E. WESTON to remain until 
further orders, VALENTINE proceeding with 
convoy. (VALENTINE, 2133/5) Asdic operator 
reports water discharge noise 3 seconds duration 
at 2139* (VALENTINE, 0951(6) Doubtful
(I.c.0442/40)

SUPPLEMENT
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Situation Report.

Narvik Area
In a signal to F.O., Narvik, at noon, V.A.A. 
indicated the necessity of refuelling his 
destroyers. PENELOPE reported that no oil 
fuel remains at Skjel Fiord, and the oiler 
BROOMDALE, part of Convoy H.K.l, is not 
expected to arrive for another day.
The flying boat CABOT was refloated, but enemy 
aircraft located and destroyed it at 0110/6. 
CABOT and CARIBOU must now both be written off.
FAME has relieved Capt. (D) 8 as Senior Officer 
of destroyers in the West Fiord area. The 
following are present under his orders - ZULU, 
BEDOUIN, WHIRLWIND, BASILISK, VANSITTART, 
WARWICK and BLYSKAWICA. FAULKNOR (damaged), 
HESPERUS and WREN sailed for the United Kingdom.
BALSAC and COXWOLD, of Convoy N.S.2, with 
stores on the way to Narvik, grounded in the 
Minehes during the night of 6th, but were 
refloated and ordered to Scapa and Loch Eire 
respectively.

Mos.ioen - Mo Area.
A report from the Norwegian Legation in 
Stockholm stated that German motorised troops 
were already in Mo, and that over 100 troop
carrying planes had proceeded towards Narvik. 
It was also reported that neither the railway 
from Namsos to Mosjoen nor the road were 
destroyed, nor prepared for demolition.

Enemy air activity.
Little important activity. Coastal patrols 
off the Norwegian coast appeared to be main
tained, and there were indications of enemy 
air reconnaissance during the forenoon in 
Narvik area, German air activity is increasing 
and the enemy appears to shadow movements 
of our surface vessels continually.
There was continued troop carrying activity by 
enemy aircraft operating from air bases in 
Denmark to points in Norway. It is thought 
that supplies and reinforcements are being 
conveyed by this means to the enemy in Narvik. 
(I.C., 0443/40).

British Air Activity
Usual patrols were flown.
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Situation Report (contd.)

A report from R.A.(d ), Home Fleet dated 5/5 
states that the A/A armament of destroyers 
must be considered inadequate for modern needs. 
Four additional Oerliken guns would at least 
enable destroyers to fire at more than one 
aircraft at a time. C. in C., Home Fleet, 
to-day made further recommendations on this 
subject, stating that if necessary a portion 
of the torpedo or low-angle gun armament of 
destroyers must be sacrificed. (V.C.N.S. 246).

Movements

to Brest. Admiral MONTCALM concurs in 1235/5 
(C. in C., H.F. 1727/6).

for Scapa not to be delayed awaiting escort. 
To be sailed independently if necessary. 
(D.T.D., 1811/6).

Operations - Narvik.

To proceed Narvik, route. (C. in C., Rosyth, 
1103/6).

No oil fuel remaining Skjel Fiord. ^Coal in 
BALMAIA unloading. (PENELOPE, 0943/6)*

Beg that all available A.L.C!s. up to 12 may 
be sent immediately direct to Narvik and that 
I may be informed if and when they may be 
expected. (F.O. Narvik, 1209/6). Your 1209/6. 
All effective A.L.C.’s and M.L.C.*s were 
sent you in CYCLOPS and EMPIRE ABILITY. No 
more available until about third week in May. 
(D.O.D.(H)/6).

Adty. 0017/2. Intend to lay surface mine
field to protect southern entrance of Tjeldsundet 
and Ofot Fiords (details). (R.A., Narvik,
1430/6, 1435/6).
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Operations - Narvik (contd.)

Base Staffs At Harstad, Lodingen etc. He. 0026/1, 230I/I
(F.O., Narvik, 1907/5).

CALCUTTA
PENELOPE

Bardufoss
Aerodrome

To sail when ready to Skjel Fiord to provide 
A.A. protection to the westward as far as 
long. 01° E. if practicable to PENELOPE who 
may be ready to sail 8/5 probably in tow of 
BANDIT and BUCCANEER and also for similar 
portion of route to Convoy N.S.2. Return to 
Scapa on completion, affording A.A. protection 
to any convoy that may be sailirg from Narvik 
area at that time. (C. in C., H.F., 1542/6).
Request PENELOPE sailed as soon as possible 
with escort of 4 destroyers. (C. in C., H.F.
1608/6).

For air Min. from Wing Comdr. Atcherley:- 
Norwegian Army Squadron insists on sharing 
Bardufoss. Apart from congestion consider 
this most undesirable. Tension resulting 
from evacuation of south still exists.
Norwegian staff suggest we reform and re
equip their Army Squadrons in England immediately. 
Consider excellent solution. (F.O. Narvik,
154-5/6).

COVENTRY To sail 8/5 to Sullom Voe to refuel and
thence to Narvik area following route ordered 
for CHOBRY. If this ship overtaken, remain 
to give her A.A. protection to destination 
and then asrequired by F.C., Narvik.
(C. in C., H.F., 1620/6).

Harstad. Your 1040/5. Is it possible to operate
Float-planes floatplanes from beaches at Harstad or must

they be moored out. (D.N.A.D. 1808/6 to 
R.A., Narvik).

Operation Mv 2015/1. Now confirmed that 18 Rocs
8iSS©P',J3iftU^ and 9 Swordfish as float planes and 6 Walrus 
. , , will form the force, together with approx.
(H/c. £0 0fficers and 400 men. Force will operate

from Harstad initially. Arrangements for 
stores and ammunition. Flying and squadrons 
maintenance personnel and aircraft sail in 
GLORIOUS on 12/5, remainder of personnel 
in MANELA on 11/5* Reserve aircraft leave in 
FOSSBECK about 15/5* MANELA as accommodation 
ship. Code name of this operation is 

-/S.sfof&Z&mP. (D.N.A.D. 1939/6).
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Operations - Narvik (contd.)

Composition of force to operate from Harstad 
(D.N.A.D. 1939/6). Adty. 1808/6.
Float planes must be moored out. (F.O., Narvik,
2317/6).

Bardu Foss 
Aerodrome

In view of reports on Bardu Foss it has now 
been decided to transport F.A.A. floatplanes 
force in GLORIOUS, sailing as soon after 12/5 
as possible. FURIOUS will be required to 
transport an R.A.F. Gladiator Squadron of l6 
as soon as ready. FURIOUS will proceed to 
northward of Narvik and be ready t o land 
Gladiators as soon as aerodrome is reported 
ready for use. If it is subsequently decided 
to transport a Hurricane squadron, the aircraft 
will be hoisted on board and not flown on 
(D.N.A.D. 1810/6 to C. in C., H.F.).

Aircraft 
approaching 
Narvik and 
Harstad

A.a. Guns

Course to betaken (Air Min. 1725/6).

>•*«
Requesting number of 8-in Oerlikon A.A. guns 
you could mount in H.M. trawlers in your 
command (D.T.S.D. to F.O. Narvik, 1950/6).

HILLSEA Southern Railway car ferries. Inquiring whether
WOCTTON they are suitable to make passage to Narvik

andtake part in operations there (D.O.D.(H) 
2009/6 to C. in C., Portsmouth).

L0caq Requesting arrangements with Norwegian Govt.
Administration re policy and administration for billeting,

hire of ground, use of trucks, control of 
labour and payment. (For Mr. Lascells from 
Foreign Office). (D.O.D.(H) to F.O. Narvik, 
2257/6).

(From War Office for Rupert Force): Intelligence
Report to 1800/6. Our appreciation is that 
Germans are likely to push forward on all 
preparations with a view to early relief of 
Narvik and that meanwhile air attacks will 
continue. (D. of P., 2234/6 to F.O. Narvik).
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Aircraft
Carriers

Your 1415/5. Primary patrol area Tjeldslinden. 
Subsidiary area (1) Bogen, Narvik, (2) Harstad. 
Enemy aircraft apparently operate at about 
13,000 ft. (F.O. Narvik to V.A.A.C. 0932/6).

Destroyers FAME has relieved Capt. (D)8 as S.O., Destroyers 
in West Fiord area. 9 destroyers (including 
Polish BLYSKAWICA) under his orders. (Capt.(D)8 
1700/6).

Convoy Your convoy is required at Harstad earliest 
date possible but time of arrival must be 2100. 
Report first date you can do this. Two 
batalions are to land here. (r.O. Narvik to 
ECHO, 1403/6).

Flying Boats 
Destroyed

Milson, Norway, reports CABOT refloated last 
night and towed to inconspicuous anchorage 
but located and destroyed 1100 hours bay side. 
Request assistance to evacuate crews of 
CABOT and CARIBOU. Enemy air activity increasing 
Enemy intelligence appears good. Reconnaissance 
proceeding. Requires money for living expenses 
and transport. Request F.O., Narvik, assist 
in the evacuation of crews and provide Wilson 
with £100. (Air Min. to Adty. 1901/6).

Mos.ioen - Mo - Bndo.

German Moves For D.M.l. Norwegian Legation reports German 
motorised troops already in Mo, and over 100 
troop-carrying planes proceeded towards 
Narvik, some probably c arrying food. Norwegian 
officer from Namsos reports neither railway 
nor road Namsos-Mosjoen was destroyed nor 
prepared for demolition. President Hambro 
has information that 200 German sailors in 
uniform have arrived Murmansk. He believes 
another is in preparation to seize Kirkenes 
where 4,000 men are now employed in iron fields. 
(Military Attache, Stockholm, no T.O.O., reed. 
1745/6) •

French
Troops

ULSTER PRINCE to embark French troops, approx. 
100, recently landed at Mosjoen by JANUS and 
return them to Clyde. ROYAL SCOTSMAN is 
also to return to Clyde.

Guns Request one escorting destroyer now with 
ULSTER PRINCE and ROYAL SCOTSMAN transfer the 
2 Bofors guns, and crews from Mosjoen to....
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Operations - Mos.ioen - Mo - Bodo (Contd.)

Guns 
(c ontd.

to Mo. (D.O.D.(H) to C. in C., H.F., etc.,
1858/6).

Troops for 
Eodo

ROYAL ULSTERMAN to arrive Leith not later 
than a.m. 8/5 to embark about 450 troops and 
200 tons stores for passage to Bodo, sailing 
from Leith p.m. 10/5 (D.O.D.(H) 1856/6).

Bodo (Operation SCISSORS)

Troops. To leave Leith about 10/5 in ROYAL ULSTERMAN 
for Bodo. Total approx. 39 officers 4520 R's 
250 tons supplies in same ship or following 
shortly (D. of P.1809/6, Gen. Massy to Col. 
Gubbins in ROYAL SCOTSMAN).

Iceland - Operation Fork.

Destroyers 2 destroyers to accompany BERWICK. (C. in C., 
H.F., 0921/6) FEARLESS and FORTUNE detailed 
(R.A.D., H.F., 1216/6). Orders to BERWICK 
(C. in C., H.F., 1009/6).

Aircraft If temporary arrangements for fuelling and 
maintenance can be made, you should consider 
leaving one Walrus from BERWICK and one from 
GLASGOW in Iceland at the disposal of Colonel 
Sturges. Possible facilities may exist at 
Vatnagardar near Reykjavik as a seaplane 
station or at Kaldadarnes, 63:56 N., 21:10 W. 
as a landing ground. (D.N.A.D., 1935/6).
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Operations - Submarines

Press report German destroyer disabled 
British submarine with depth charge at noon 
5/5 outside Vinga. Crew of submarine 
embarked in destroyer which then took 
submarine in tow and proceeded to southwards. 
(N.A., Gottenburg. 1217/6).

My 1524/6. Submarines are to proceed patrol 
positions as follows:-
STURGEON, between latitude 
TRIAD, " »
CALYPSO (Fr.) » *»
SNAPPER " "
SEAWOLF " »
SHARK ■ «

53:40 and 53=30.
53 = 30 11 53=20.53 = 20 ti 53=10.
53=10 11 53
53 ti 52=50.
52=50 n 52:40.

STURGEON to operate in A 5 West of 04:10 E., 
TRIAD, CALYPSO, SNAPPER, SEAWOLF, SHARK to 
operate East of 04° E. French submarines 
AMAZONE and DORIS to operate between 
lat. 53:10 and 53? and 53 and 52 : 50 respect
ively, and between long. 03:15 E. and 03:5C E. 
Submarines operating in 8 positions referred 
to above are not to attack other submarines 
unless definitely known to be hostile, and 
attacks are to be confined to enemy warships, 
merchant ships only being attacked if they 
are escorted by enemy warships. (R.A.(S), 1908/6).

After sunset today, following movements to 
take place:-
TAKU to MBRU. French submarines LA SIBYLLE 
and ANTIOFE to Harwich route as ordered by 
Capt. S.10. French CALYPSO to H.l.
TRIAD from Rosyth to Northern half of N.2, 
SNAPPER to southern half of H.2, STURGEON 
to A.5. (R.A.(S), 1524/6, Capt.(S)10, 1701/6).

0600/7 (D.C. 1945/6, V.A.S. 1819/6).
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Convoys - Norway.

N.S.2 Sailed 0230 for Narvik - MASHOBRA, BALZAC,
CALUMET, COTS1.;/OLD, escorted by JAVELIN, 
JACKAL, BRESTOIS and BOULONNAIS. Route. 
(F.O.I.C., Greenock, 0239/6).
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HOME COMMANDS.

Air.
British Air Activity. i l l

Esbjerg Reconnaissance report (A.C.H.Q.Chatham 0740/6)
Stavanger Heavy attack to be made on Stavanger aerodrome

tonight with object of reducing likely scale of 
attack on Narvik. Security patrols and "G" 
reconnaissance should continue.
(Air Ministry to Bomber Cmd. 1225/6)

Security PatroLBy Wellingtons. (H.Q.,B.C.0026/6, 0250/6, 0500/6)
NURNBERG See Enemy Intelligence.
cruiser to be
attacked.
Balloon
barrage,
Scapa Plow.
Air Searches
M/O.D.1145/40
lOmk l< 

"tflNKfeg11

Re 1400/28/4

At present much too thin. Proposals. 
( A. C.O.S.1141/6)

For 7/5 (C.in C.Rosyth 1930/6.
Proposed that a/c’s of 821 or 823 Sqdns. carry 
out this operation (Head of M.1849/6)
F/206 on "WI-hKhE11 reports no enemy activity 
observed (Chatham A.C.H.Q.0718/6)
Second combat reported; one of our a/c’s shot 
down (GLORIOUS 1600/6)

Enemy Air Activity.
Enemy a/c's Reports received show that in last three weeks
destroyer. A.A. gunfire of H.M.Ships has accounted for at

least 30 enemy aircraft. This is great 
improvement on previous results, and if we can 
double the number of aircraft shot down for the 
same number of rounds, we shall be well on way 
to making bombing attacks on ships unprofitable. 
(1st S.L. 2103/6)
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Operations Narvik.
6. 5. 1940. 
Monday.

HUNTER Survivors

Convoys - Norway
F . C> • O.

Swedish Foreign 0: Tice confirmed 
HUNTER survivors will be released 
rather than interned because Germans 
originally freed them at Narvik.
Press A. S. D. Stockholm. 1758/6.
Arrived 1600/6. (p. 0. ,Narvik, 1911/7).

A I R
Enemy Air Activity
Precautions, depth 

charges.

Destroyers* A/A 
Armaments.

Consider depth charges in A/A cruisers 
a considerable Sanger in present 
circumstances owing to possibility 
of their being hit by high velocity 
splinters. Propose they should be 
disembarked. (CARLISLE, 1120/6)
Lessons learned from enemy air 
attacks during last six weeks. Tendency 
to attack vessels with weaker A/A 
armaments. New dive-bombing technique. 
Enemy aware of limitations of A/A 
armaments in destroyers. Propose 
strengthening, also R.A.P. support 
in naval operations. (C. in C. H.F. 
1001/6, R.A.D’s 2630/5, Home Fleet 
■7a r Diary. T.3.D. 4587/40).

Casualties ana Defects.
LILY (Danish). Missing. No information since 25/4

when she left Kirkwall for Preston. Armed 
Guard on board (N.C.I.C.Kirkwall 
1620/6).
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found*

HOME COMMANDS.
Mining.*

6.5*40.
Monday^ -4 O

1 magnetic mine was exploded off N. Foreland 
and a total of 8 were found in the Would. Four 
had been destroyed (VCNS)

Narvik (See Narvik)
0£eration(Extension to the East Coast Mine Barrier) To be
B.6.Z carried out 7/5 (PRINCESS VICTORIA 0915/6)
Magnetic oeaito drop approx. 131° Fixed Red Light Inner West 
Mine Pier one cable. Parachute recovered, divers have 

so far failed to determine whether mine present 
(NOIC Blyth 2045/6)

Minelaying 
Off Sogne
Fiord. By PORPOISE. Orders. Date of laying about 

1515 (R.A.(S) 0128/6)
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Shipping.

Danish
Ship
Flags.

6 .5 .1 9 4 0
Monday 1 1 4

My 1931/2, paragraph 3 3 should read,"D anish sh ips being conducted 
to  an A llie d  p o rt w i l l  wear A llied  en s ig i a t the fore  in  additi® . 
to  Danish f la g . A fte r re q u is itio n in g  or ad jud ica tion  they  w i l l  
wear A llied  f la g  only".(H d.of M. 1534/6 1 535/6)

DELFT Dutch Traw ler, asking whether he can confirm th a t she was
f ish in g  near 58 1'N 1° 21'E on 2*/5 ( m i  2258/6 to  N A Hague)

Perm itted  Belgium to  be added to  the  l i s t  in  1835/21/4 (Hd.of M.1929/6) 
c o u n trie s .

Enemy In te llig e n c e .

BERGEN Inform ation from Master of Norwegian EINAEC a t  Kirkwall
rSeAqen . who was in  Bergen u n t i l  4 /5 . Camouflaged l ig h t  c ru is e r  on west

side  o f West P ie r , one m inelayer c a n y in g  2 seaplanes near to  
North en trance , and seaplane base. Master o f Latvian EVERALDA 
who l e f t  Murmansk 28/4 re p o rts  a large German ship ly in g  th e re  
loaded w ith phosphates. (C.C.S.O.Kirkwall 2802 /6^Possib ly  th e  
c ru is e r  was the BREMSE (Gunnery tra in in g  ship) and the m inelayer 
an A/C recovery vesse l of HANS RCLSHOVEN type (iC 02*43/40)

Convoy
a ttack ed
by
NARWHAL

C ru ise r
o f f
N0rdem ey

1825/1, in  57°31*N 11°8E. 10 Merchant ships under su rface  v esse l 
and a i r  e sco rt. 4  d e f in ite  explosions heard, perhaps 2 more. 
NARWHAL was then hunted t i l l  2100, 75 d.C 'S; periscope damaged. 
Enemy shipping and a i r  a c t iv i ty  in  East Skagerrak and K attegat 
in  tense  4 /5 . E scorts are  m iscellaneous c o lle c tio n  of small 
c r a f t ,  p a tro l  v esse ls  drop d.C*S a t  random a l l  day (NARWHAL
1545/5)

C ru iser o f NUENBERG c la s s  reported  1915/6 c lose  to  Nordemey 
A/C was chased by 1 enemy A/C, so d id  not a ttack .R etu rned  to  
base to  re p o rt, owing to  W/T fa i lu re . (Chatham Broadcast 2115/6). 
I f  th is  repo rt i s  c o r r e c t , a channel must have been dredged 
between N0rdem ey and J u i s t .  ( i .C .0443/40)

K iel Canal On 3/5  the Captain o f an Estonian vesse l was informed the  K ie l 
Canal was closed  to  n e u tra l shipping (1.0.02*42/40)

German l ig h t s  Germany has broadcast th a t German l ig h ts  in  Western B a ltic  
in  B a ltic , we s t  of 12° 25* E w il l  be permanently extinguished and only showi 

on request. U n til fu r th e r  no tice  no re lian ce  can be p laced  on 
the burning of K ielsnor l ig h t  (S extrem ity o f Langeland).
(Scapa W/T 1253/6)

i_^.Cruiser to  
be
a ttack ed

(See C ruiser o f f  Nordemey,above) 19 A/C' s to  bomb c ru is e r  of 
NUENBERG c la s s ,  reported  anchored between N0rdem ey and J u i s t ,  
5 A/C' s to  provide guard overtarget u n t i l  bombing by f i r s t  
10 A/C's completed. (ACHQ Chatham 2330/6).
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HOME COM Arras 
M iscellaneous.

Scapa Your 1208/2 (p rov ision  of A/T b a f f le s  to  p ro te c t f l e e t  anchorage
Defences a t  Scapa). Boom work a t  Scapa a lready  given increased  p r io r i ty

a t  the expense of o th er p o rts . Steps now being taken to  keep number 
o f boom vesse ls  up to  maximum possib le  and to  despatch  a d d itio n a l 
A/T b a f f le  m ateria l from Rosyth. Request you arrange w ith  A.C.O.S 
the  p r io r i ty  to  be given to  providing p ro tec tio n  a g a in st 
submarine, M. T.B. and torpedo bomber a tta c k  in  o rder th a t  bocm 
work may proceed accordingly. Meanwhile, presume considera tion  
has been given to  p o s s ib i l i ty  of providing some p ro tec tio n  to  
heavy sh ips by su ita b le  berth ing  of l ig h t  c ra f t  fo r  A/A f i r e  and 
a u x il ia r ie s  as b a ff le s . (D.B.D. to  C .in  C.,H .F. 154-1/6)

AA guns fo r  Ready to  s a i l  from Aberdeen pn/10 in  HGRSA,also 370 m il i ta iy  
Lerwick. personnel in  LOCHNAGAR (D.O.D. (h)1940/6)

German 68 27*N 17°3' E.Not y e t recovered owing to  continual, bombing,
torpedo. (Captain D 8 1204/6)

Proposing th a t depth charges in  AA c ru is e rs  be disembarked 
owing to  danger in  p resen t circum stances o f being h i t  by high 
v e lo c ity  splinters.(CARLISLE 1120/6).

D .C 's 
in  A. A. 
C ru ise rs .

North Sea

Homs Reef. 
Channel.

Western
Approaches.

Norwegian
Coast.

58° -  64°N.

64° -  70°N.

WEATHER.

Wind.

S. moderate 
veering  W.& N.W. , 
moderate.
N.E.Moderate.
Light and 
v a ria b le .

N.^moderate.

Rain spreading 
from w est, 
showers la te r .  
Cloudy.

Generally m oderate, 
improving w ith  wind 
veer.
Moderate o r good.

Cloudy w ith some 
c o a s ta l haze a t 
f i r s t .

Moderate.

Cloudy. Good.

S. ,moderate.

S .-S .W .ligh t 
to  moderate.

Becoming over- Moderate.
c a s t  w ith ra in
la t e r .
Pine and cloudy. Good.



CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS. 
Horae Commands.

H.M.S.LOCH NAVER

SEAL
Overdue ships.

M/S Trawler, sunk in position 260° from 
20 Buoy after collision with unknown ship. 
Crew safe on board BREDA.
(BREDA, 0140/6, 0155/6).
See S/M's.
The following have arrived:- 
PATELLA, FRUMENTON, AMBERTON, PETERTON, 
SCOTTISH TRADER, LANGLEHORSE, STANWELL. 
(T.D.No.53)
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FOREIGN STATIONS 
North Atlantic. 6.5.1940.

Monday.

French Positions, Convoys and Patrols, 1200/6 (D.C.0453/6) Forces.
Ocean Positions etc., (D.C.1817/6)Convoys.
Spanish Your 1316/4, (Spanish armed trawler escorting 
Ships Spanish merchant ships CASTILLO FIGUERAS and

CASTILLO COCA). Under present political 
conditions it was considered inadvisable to carry 
out this procedure. Both vessels are normally 
engaged in coastal trade only. CASTILLO FIGUERAS 
entered Ceuta and subsequently arrived Algeciras 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1024/6 to Admiralty).

Ships (D. of Stores to F.O.C.N.A., 1806/6)

C . in C . Flag of C. in C. Mediterranean, has been transferred
to a ship of the 1st Battle Squadron, at 
Alexandria. Cancel my 1715/2 (transfer of office 
from Malta to Alexandria) as from 0800/6 (C. in C. 
Mediterranean, 0127/6)

RESOURCE, STUART, VAMPIRE, 32°N 29°E to Alexandria. 
WATERHEN, VENDETTA, VOYAGER, 36°N 16°E to Malta. 
OTUS, OLYMPUS, 36°N 15°E to Malta.
WARSPITE, VELOX, VORTIGERN, KEPPEL, 36°N 2°W to 
Alexandria.
DOUGLAS, WRESTLER, 36°N 4 W to Gibraltar.
(D.C.0945/6)

Spanish Composition and distribution (D.N.A. Madrid 1921/6). 
Fleet.
French 
Battleships.Our decision that as the situation had not 

deteriorated WARSPITE was to proceed straight 
through to Alexandria has led to a sLight mis
understanding with the French, which, however, I 
now feel sure has been cleared up satisfactorily.

Fuel, Fuel from AdmiraltyJ stocks may be supplied to
U.S. U.S.A. warships if a request is received.

Medi terranean.
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Saturday.FOREIGN STATION.-;.( contd)
M e d ite r ra n e a n T Tcontri ^

French Battleships
You will see from A.M.1315/6 that French do 
not appear in any hurry for their battleships 
to return to Western Mediterranean. In order 
to improve our relations with them and incidentally 
to improve the state of affairs referred to 
in paragraph 2 of your 1327/19 I think it most 
desirable that you should propose some tactical 
exercises with the French battleships so 
as to try out the new Allied tactical code. Our 
attitude should be that we are very grateful 
to them for having sent their ships East at our 
urgent request and contrary to their original 
intentions, and we should not press for their 
return to Western basin, in spite of the fact 
that we should like both British and French ships 
to be at their war stations. (D.O.D.(F) from 1st 
S.L. to C. in C. Med /6)

AURANIA. V.A.N.P's 2310/3. Proposed AURANIA sails 
“ 13/5 so as to arrive Bermuda 0800/24/5.

(D.O.D.(F) 1425/6).
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Air Farces.

FCREIO' STATIONS 
Past Indies.

6. 5.40 
Monday

Re retention of coastal reconnaissance 
and seaward striking air forces in 
India in event of war with Italy, 
pointing out that Italy has in Red Sea 
6 S/ms with 8000 miles surface 
endurance and 2 with 4000; also several 
protected minelayers; he cannot 
guarantee getting information if they 
reach Indian waters. He agrtes his 
a/c's must, however, be released if 
urgently required elsewhere for action 
operations. (C. in C. E. 1.0816 Z/6,
0727 Z/7, 1707 Z/7).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN G MINING
3/m's attacked.

By JUNIPER. 58. 17. N. , 2°30’ W. 
Considered non-sub. M. 09854/40.

0950
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS♦ 
HOME COMMANDS.

6.5,1940.
Monday.

VOGESEN

TROYBURG

INGO

RUDOLF ALBRECHT.

4240 tons, with coal from Stettin to Oslo 
reported mined near the Vinga Lighthouse 
west of Gothehberg, and sunk. Crew 
landed. (D.S.)
Going to Karlskrona, Sweden, intercepted 
message from Karlskrona Radio dated 
1120/6 asks whether ship need he lightened 
or differently trimmed. (I.C.0443/4).
French Admiralty state she sailed from 
Venice, 0500/6 in ballast for unknown 
destination; not camouflaged (I. C. 0443/ 
40)

North Atlantic.
At St.
(FOCNA

Miguel.
1852/6;

expected to sail shortly
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Ships Attacked.

s. s. BRIGHTON sunk.

ALMY

British, 5359 tons, from Immingham to 
Dunkirk with coal, was mined off 
Gravelines at 1150/6 (D.0,2026/6) and 
sunk. Crew rescued. She had not "been 
degaussed, and v/as in a danger area at 
the time. (V.C.N.S. 246).
Swedish fishing "boat, was mined and sunk 
0700/6 in same minefield as VOCES'!5!1' (see 
German Merchant Ships). The 4 members 
of her crew were killed. (D.S.245).

S/lvI's Reported.

Estimated dispositions:- 1 or 2 in West Fiord.
Possibly 1 in Clyde approaches N. 
tnishtrahull. (I.C.0442/40).

2243

of

Reliable U-hboat report in YNFV 4236 at ■ 
2030/5. (C. in C. Rosyth, 0842/6).
Request immediate air search, as convoy 
passes this position about 1400 (Capt.(D)
50946/6).
60° 40’ N. 1° 30' E. Position indefinit*
(D.N.I.2311/6).
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Situation Report 

Evacuated Personnel

7.5.40.
Tuesday

1 2 2

SUFFOLK (damaged), with destroyers and the large 
convoy of ships carrying troops used in the 
Norwegian campaign arrived at Greenock shortly 
after midnight 6-7/5.

German landings in the North

Germans are reported at Murmansk, and preparing 
to land at Kirkenes (M.S.M.)

East coast reinforcement

8 destroyers have been ordered to form a flotilla 
to reinforce the East coast.

Narvik Area

Distribution of the independent companies in 
Northern Norway, under the general command of
F.O. Narvik.
(a) MO (200 troops arrived 4/5).
(b) Bodo (400 troops when operation is complete 

under Col. Gubbins with H.Q. probably at 
Bodo.)

(c) Mosjoen (400 troops and administrative 
group due shortly, when French troops now 
there are to be evacuated.)

A report from Stockholm says that Germans are at 
Mo (M.S.M.) ARK ROYAL commenced operating in 
Narvik area a.m./7 CURLEW is carrying out A/A 
duties with her, CALCUTTA and CAIRO are on the 
way to Narvik for A/A duties in the area. STORK 
has arrived at Lavangs Fjord.
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Situation Report 123

Iceland Operation Pork

A force consisting of 42 officers and 775 
other ranks embarked at Greenock a.m. for 
Iceland in GIASGOW and BERWICK, escorted by 
the destroyers FEARLESS and FORTUNE. The 
force is self-contained and is provided with 
one month* s provisions.
A.M.C. CALIFORNIA of the Northern Patrol was 
ordered to patrol off the eastern Fjords 
of Iceland, to forestall any landing of enemy 
troops by trawlers or other small craft, 
especially near Seidis Fjord, the landing place 
of the telegraph cables; R.M. Battalion cannot 
provide a force to guard the latter.

British Air Activity

19 aircraft left at 0240/7 to bomb an enemy 
cruiser of the NURNBERG class reported anchored 
between the Island of Norderney and Juist at 
1915/6. The cruiser was sighted and attacked 
by 5 a/c's which reached their objective, but 
no hit was obtained. One a/c failed to return.

Aircraft of the Bomber Command laid three mines 
during the night 6-7/5 and report having shot 
down one Messerschmidt.

Patrols off the Dutch coast and East of Orkneys 
and Shetlands were flown 7/5

Enemy air activity

Further troop transport activity is reported; 
Hamburg, Berlin, Oslo, and Trondheim being 
mentioned. Copenhagen has also been reported 
as an intermediate landing ground. Weather 
appears to have hampered this and other enemy 
air activity. A report suggests that work of 
some nature, possibly repairs, is in progress 
on Aalborg aerodrome (H.Q.C.C. 1722/7).
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Situation Report i H

Experience gained in enemy air attacks (R.A. Vivian, quoted in
M.S.M.)

Officers and men are being sent to hospital 
with neurasthenia, owing to the effect of 
continual bombing on personnel already tired 
out. Bombing on men who are fresh does not 
have the same effect.

During attacks a high relative wind should be 
maintained. AFRIDI was hit after a turn away 
down wind.
The dive bombing methods of the JU 87 can only 
be effectively countered by pom-poms in the 
ship being attacked. Barrage fire from other 
ships is not helpful, though their pom-pom fire 
may be.
Ships should operate in company, as one ship 
does not give a sufficient volume of fire to 
break up high level bombing or formations before 
they dive.
The Norwegian fjords restrict ships so greatly 
that operations such as those carried out at 
Namsos and Aandalsnes should not normally be 
attempted. The reason^ for ordering the A/A 
ships to remain at these ports was to keep 
the enemy high and support the army.
The need for improving"X'ares is very great. 
R.D.F. is of very high value.
It is vital that enemy shadowing a/c’s should 
be shot down before they can summon their 
bombers on the target.
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Minina

Danish fishing;

Mediterranean

7.5.40
Tuesday

Situation Report

The clearance of the Would continues.

Magnetic mines were exploded in Blyth and the 
port was reopened at 1900/7. Magnetic mines 
were also exploded in Margate Roads and 
Swansea, and a moored mine was cut 15 miles S. of the Goodwins.
Operation B.S.2. was completed.

vessels

Several Danish fishing vessels were reported 
about 150 miles East of the Yorkshire coast 
a.m./7. Two corvettes were sent to bring in 
any found there to the Humber. Two other 
captured Danish trawlers are being escorted 
to Aberdeen.

inexperience of ships in central Norway 
operations has been that it is vitally 
important that ships should never be stopped 
whilst being bombed. (1st S.L. 1917/7 to 
F.O. Narvik).
Asking that Norwegian Govt, will instruct 
local authorities in areas not occupied by 
Germans to furnish Allied forces with any 
information re. German movements etc. Does 
not appear that this is being done at present. 
(P.0. 2256/7 to Mr. Lascelles, Norway.)
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C.S.10. in 
COVENTRY

Destroyers to 
reinforce East 
Coast.

Forces and Command

Flying Boat Crews

Tuesday.

H O M E  C O  Ivl M A N D S

Movements

with C:!%OBRY (C. in C. Rosyth 1211/7)

Operations

General
8 destroyers to be concentrated under a 

' Captain D. at Rosyth for service as a Flotilla 
on East coast or as ordered by Adty. (C. in C. 
H.F. 2335/7 to R.A.(D))
8 modern destroyers including one leader to be 
sent to Harwich as soon as possible. To come 
under orders of C. in C. More (1st S.L. 22L9/7 
to C. in C.H.F. )
Your 2335/7- D. 5 in KELLY, KIMBERLEY, KANDAHAR, 
JANUS, HYPERION, HEREWARD HOSTILE. HAVOCK are 
detailed. (R.A.(D) H.F. 0125/8)

Narvik
Following from Chiefs of Staff. With effect 
from your receipt of this message, all 
independent companies operating in Northern 
Norway come under your orders and will be 
maintained by you. No. 1 Company arrived at 
Mo on I4./5. Colonel Gubbins with No. 3 Company 
has sailed for Bodo, due 6/5, and will take 
over Scots Guards Company. Nos. 1+. and 5 
Companies have sailed for Mosjoen, due 6/5, 
and relieve French troops that place for 
evacuation to U.K. No. 2 Company with 
Administrative Group is due to sail about 10/5 
for Bodo. Gubbins H. Q. will probably be at 
Bodo, from where he will establish direct W/T 
communications with you (1st S.L. to F.O. 
Narvik, 0027/7).

Air Ministry request your assistance in 
evacuation of crews of CABOT and CARIBOU and 
in providing Milson with money for expenses. 
(Hd. of M. to F.O. Narvik 0220/7).
Both flying boats and one Norwegian seaplane 
completely destroyed. All secret gear 
destroyed. Secret documents retained by 
R.A.F. officers. Am retiring with 2 of the 
5 wounded, leaving sufficient officers and 
men to complete their work here. (VAN- 
SIT TART, 0351/7).
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H O M E  C O  K M A N D S
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Narvik (Continued)
VINDICTIVE Intend relieving PENELOPE as S.O. Skjel Fiord 

1600/8 (VINDICTIVE 1330/7)

PENELOPE Propose sailing 2200/8 or a.m./9 (PENELOPE
1926/7)

Bodo facilities Ships can berth alongside in least depth 21+ ft. 
3 cranes are capable of lifting lorries. (C. in 
C. H.F. 1511/7 to NUBIAN, VETERAN)

Narvik float plane 
organisation

Your 1939/6. I hope all possible steps being 
taken to camouflage aircraft and that unless 
this camouflage is very successful base will be 
shifted frequently (C. in C.H.F. 111+3/7)

Aircraft for Narvik Trials show that Rocs on floats are unsuitable 
as fighters and it has been decided not to 
send them to Narvik. R.A.F. Gladiators and 
Hurricanes are being embarked in FURIOUS and 
GLORIOUS 10/5 and can arrive as follows if 
aerodrome is fit:

Gladiators - 13/5 
Hurricanes - 15/5

Therefore important to make Bardu Foss ready 
for both Gladiators and Hurricanes at 
earliest moment. Report when A.A. defences 
are in position on aerodrome. (1st S.L. 2356/7 
to F.O. Narvik).

Operation Bishop Roc aircraft will not now be included. (D.N.A.D. 
2114/7 to C. in C.H.F. )

Bardu Fo»s 
aerodrome

Norwegian army squadrons wish to share it. 
Congestion most undesirable, fighters must 
have priority. Suggest Norwegian squadrons 
reform in England and concentrate at Alta 
and Porbanger (Adty. 1135/7).

Y/est Fiord Patrol Enemy evidently have intentions in that 
locality and I consider a patrol unnecessary 
there. If division of destroyers mentioned 
in your 1527/1 is not available suggest the 
5 allotted to Y/est Fiord area be increased 
to 7 and patrol could then be managed. (F.O. 
Narvik 1909/7 to Adty.)
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A. A. Defence

CAIRO

Landing: at Los.joen

M.L.C's. Horse 
boats.

Minefields

Coast Defence Guns

128

Your 1926/U. Is CURLEW the A. A. ship 
referred to? If so, I presume she is meant 
for A.A. defence of Narvik area, not of 
ARK ROYAL. (F.O. Narvik 1151/7 to Adty.)
Reply. CURLEW is for A.A. duties with ARK 
ROYAL; CALCUTTA, CAIRO are now on way to Narvik 
area. (V.C.N.S. 23U2/7 )
STORK arrived Lavang Fiord (STORK 1930/7, F.O. 
Narvik 1015/7).
LARINA to sail from Clyde to Stornaway as soon 
as possible to embark A.A. guns and M. T. from 
BALZAC (See Casualties) for transport to 
Narvik. (Adty. 2115/7).
2 batteries each of 3 20-barrelled unrifled 
projectors (U.Ps. ) available with Naval crews 
for close defence of landing-places. Are you 
ready to receive (Adty. 1906/7 to F.O. Narvik).

Proceed to Lavang Fiord (F.O. Narvik 1U01/7)

Your 1939/6. As time is of great importance 
VETERAN, JUNO, ULSTER PRINCE to proceed to 
Mosjoen without calling at Skjel Fiord. To 
approach coast at time when enemy air 
activity is likely to be least. (V. C.IT. S.
1201/7 to C- in C.H.F., F.O. Narvik 12+29/7)-
Please instruct VETERAN if opposed landing 
is to be attempted. (C. in C.H.F. 1515/7)- 
Your 19I4.O/6. Coastal steamers are interfered 
with and enemy intelligence good. Consider 
destroyers should be used. (N.0. Narvik 2152/7)-

H O M E  C O M P A N D S  

Operations

Narvik area (contd.)

7- 5. 40-Tuesday

3 more K.L.C’s. will be available mid May. 
Would up to 10 horse boats be useful. (D. of 
L.D. 2110/7)

Procosing deep minefield between Baroy and 
Lodingen instead of shallow minefields 
-prot>osed at Baroy and Rather. Re. controlled 
minefields. (V.C.N.S. 212h/7 to R.A. Narvik)

One 6th battery, one U.7” battery, U - 12 pdrs., 
8 D.E.Ls. being sent in SS. I.ASHOBRA. with 
1+ - h" Naval Q.F. in reserve (with no crews).
Re. siting of defences. (V.C.N.S. 2121+/7 to 
R.A. Narvik)
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Operations

Convoy PS 3 Narvik Area (continued)
Convoy PS 3 arrived 1600/6 (P. 0. Narvik 19*11/7)

NS and NP Convoys Next 4 sailings, provisional programme. (D. O.D.
(H) 1634/7)

Independent operating in Northern Norway come under ordersCompanies of P.0. Narvik from 7/5 and will "be maintainedby him. Col, Gubbins remains in command. 
(Adty. 1404/7)

Iceland - Operation Pork.

Defence of cable 
landing.

It is not possible for the R.M. Battalion to 
establish a small force at the fiord where the 
cables are landed. (’. S.M. )

Army to relieve R.M. The War Office are prepared to relieve theMarines by a Brigade as soon as the latter can be moved. To be effected as soon as 
possible. (l . S.h. )

It has been represented to me by CS 1 that 
directly enemy*hear of our landing in Iceland 
they may send small forces by trawlers or 
submarines to occupy fiords on Eastern side 
notably for instance Seidis Fiord where 
telegraph cables land. It is therefore 
recommended that one cruiser and one destroyer 
of Force Pork should proceed to Seidis Fiord 
directly main landing at Reyjavik is completed 
and land a party of marines with two 2 pounder 
guns at Budareyri Strand chart 3330. One 
Walrus to be left at Seidis Fiord.

In the meantime I v/ill order V.A. IT.P. to 
give orders to the ship occupying N P 51 to be 
particularly careful to examine all trawlers 
etc. in vicinity of Eastern Fiords and will 
also send 2 or 3 Northern Patrol trawlers up 
there. (C. inC.H.F. 1343/7 to Adty., 1613/7 
to V.A.N.P. )
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HOLS COLLLANDS 130
Operations-Norway

Hos.i oen 
Situation

Troop Convoy 
H.K. 1.

A/3 Patrols

Your 1515/7 Information from Rupert Force 
nov/ confirms that French detachment is still 
in Llosjoen and in communication with 
British detachment at ^o. Nearest enemy 
stated to he 10C miles away. Situation 
will he watched and instructions sent to 
VETERAN if necessary. (D.of P., to C. in C. 
H.F., 2253/7)

Admty. 1804/4, my 2125/3. Convoy H.K. One 
ordered to wait to westward. 2 ships are 
discharging and 2 waiting at Harstad, 2 
waiting at Tromso without protection, 3 
French dischraging and 3 waiting at Skaan- 
land under protection of H.Li.S. STORK.
Harstad has only two wharves with total 
avarage rate of discharge 2 ships in 5 days. 
In addition there are 2 oilers and 3 liners 
with 4 battalions of Poles. (F.O. Narvik, 
1923/7)

Ref. A . L . W S . W .  814/40 of 20.4.40. To 
enable me to take up duties on Norwegian 
Coast without delay okf so ordered, request 
I may he kept informed from time to time of 
any fresh d e v e l opments affecting A/S 
Patrols, Norway, -maong other points, up to 
date information is desired regarding (a) 
requisitioning powers of Norwegian Government 
in relation to small craft, and whether 
Norwegian Naval Officers who have authority 
to take action on behalf of the Norwegian 
Government in this respect, will he available 
for attachment to S.A/S S.P. when he 
arrives on the Norwegian Coast, (b) ditto 
re buildings required as fitting out work
shops, (c) billetting of personnel ashore, 
and (d) any change in rate of exchange of 
Kroner. Latest information held regarding 
above was obtained on 26th April, 1940. 
(S.A/S.P., 0927/7, in PHILANTH)
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Operations-Dutch Coast

Sweep hy 1327/3, sweep by french warships of' 
Belgian and Dutch coasts. The same 
operation will be carried out by these ships 
and aircraft leaving Dunkirk 1430 today 7 /5  
and returning p.m. t o morrow, 8/5 (V.A. 
Dover, 1155/7)

Keep steam at 12 hours' notice. (D.C. 2211/7 
to PLOREUTINO and 4 other ships)

*
Precautions. 
Depth Charges

Air- Enemy Air Activity

CARLISLE'S 1120/6* If you concur, request 
you will issue instructions that when 
operating in waters where heavy air attack 
may be expected, non-asdic fitted ships 
should either land their depth charges or 
stow them below the upper deck. (D. A/S Y/., 
to C. in C., H.P. 2023/7)

Gear for 
Destroyers

lining

ilinelaying gear to be sent to Immingham for 
ICARUS, IMPULSIVE, IVANHOE, IIITREPID (D. of 
D., Bath, 1912/7)

•

The position where enemy minelayers were re
ported has been searched for contact mines 
without result. Two Drench destroyers were 
in the position given at C500/7 and may have 
given rise to the report of minelayers.
(I.C. 0445/40)
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HOME COMMANDS.

Iceland (operation Fork)
7.5.40Tuesday

Rendezvous with H.M.S. CALIFORNIA in position 065° 16 • North 012C 
West at 0400 Thursday 9th May. Act under her orders. Object examine all 
trawlers in vicinity of Eastern Fiords of Iceland in view of possible activity 
of enemy small craft. Repeat back rendezvous. (POCNA 1922/7 to KINGSTON 
JACINTH, NORTHERN DUKE, KINGSTON PERIDOT \ 4m leaving patrol 0400/8 (KINGSTON 
PERIDOT 2149/7).

Allied Submarines.

Positions. 0600/8 and movements for 24 hours (VAS 1812/7,D.C.2131/7)

SNAPPER 2230/3 sighted 4 T.B.D's 57°13'NJ°25,E Course 025° high speed,
1530/6 unsuccessfuly attacked by 2 torpedoes in glassy calm sea 
single m. v. 3000 tons screened by A/C1 s and 1 T. B. D. ( SNAPPER
0020/7).

Holland and Belgium (ARETHUSA, GALATEA)

Sweep by French warship $ off Belgian and IXitch coast as in V. A. Dover’s 1827/3 
to be carried out between 1430/7 and pci/8 (V. A. Dover 1155/7,by 
UNIS/ON (French Destroyer) (VA(S) 2311/7).

FLORENTINO)Keep steam at 12 hours notice.(D.C.2211/7).
BORODINO 
PACIFICO 
ATLANTIC 

GUIDE 
TRANSEAS
Operation Naval parties and R.E.detachments to be at 2 hours’ notice from 
X.D. 0800/8 (DOD(H)2317/7)

Enemy Possibility exists of enemy troop movements by sea along Dutch
troop coast. S/M*s referred to in my 1806/6 (1908/6 intended) keep
movements, to eastern end of their area (RA(S) 2309/7)

MONARCH OF 
BERMUDA 
EMPRESS OF 
AUSTRALIA 
VTLLE D ’AtfcER

Convoy HK 
one

Troop Convoys etc.

escorted by FAULKNOR,AMAZON, IMOGEN for Scapa. Only one 
destroyer has effective A/S. Asking for 2 more A/S vessels to 
reinforce. (Capt.(d ) 8.1803/7, 2004/7)

To keep not less than 150 miles from coast of Norway until 
further orders(F0 Narvik 1616/7)
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I S t f O .
Tilc. s)ay

HOME COMMANDS 
Air. 133

British Air Activity.

Patrols Certain patrols and tasks cancelled owing to weather
(C in C.Rosyth 0726/7, IHO/7)

Operations Attack on Stavanger Aerodrome (Air Min. 1300/7). 
for night 
7/8 May

Proposed 
attack on 
Trondheim

Attack on 
Bergen

See mining.

8 Skuas of 806 Sqn. to lea-re Hatston O5OO/8 tc tomb 
objectives at -^ergen. Request 18 Groups provide^ 
defensive patrol of Blenheims over Skuas during attack. 
Objectives: transports, supply ships, and enemy warships 
sighted. Each Skua will carry one 500 lb.bomb (A.C.O.S.
1 620/7) • (_ 4 W / 5̂
Asking for bombing attack on objectives in Bergen as early 
as possible (C in C H. P.1147/7).

Proposed
attack

on
Trondheim

Re C in C H. P. 1101/6 paragraph 5- C in C is under 
misapprehension. My Blenheims are long range fighters, 
not bombers. Trondheim is outside Blenheim's radius of action 
from Hatston (C in C H Q,. C C 2010/7)

Air
Searches

Attack on 
cruiser

Enemy Air Activity.

See situation report. In addition, a somewhat unusual 
flight was made by one enemy A/C in the late afternoon, on 
a course from Dover to Flamborough Head about 30 miles from 
the coast. It is assumed that this was a shipping 
reconnaissance flight, but no attacks on shipping are 
reported (I C 0444/40)

For 8/5 (includes reconnaissance of Norwegian coast from 
Bergen to Lister and from Bergen to 6l°N ( C in C Rosyth 
1920/7)

At 044-6/7 a vessel was bombed in 53° 42' N 7°7*E (near 
Juist),and at 0450/7 a vessel was attacked in 53°45' N 7° 
0*E, no hits obtained in eitheg case. At 0459/7 a patch of 
oil and wreckage was seen in 53 40* N 6°41 ’E (near* Borkun) 
(A C H Q Chatham 1007/7, I. C. 0.444/40)



WAR DIARY

HOME COM ANDS 7.5.40 1 A
Mining. TLte_£.2ay i

Blyth Proposing to sweep with magnetic sweep skids. Colliezy has been 
cleared (FOIC 1220/7, 2336/6)

Ify 2333/1. Mine has been exploded. Blyth will be reopened at 1900/7. 
(NOIC Blyth 1832/7, POIC Tyne 2112/7)

East Coast Ports. All now open except Blyth (D.C.0800/7)
Operation A. Ships to sail for, 9/5 (C in C Rosyth 1013/7)
Unexplained E. of Beachy Head 2030/7 (iC 0444/40)
explosion.

Operation D2- I do not intend to lay mines in Froi Fiorden and Nogird
Fiords (operation D 2 u n l e s s  assured of co-operation 
of RAF by bombing aerodromes in Trondheim area at same 
time that mines are being laid, which would be 0130. 
Battle flight to be provided also for minelayers while 
withdrawing. Request I may be informed when above 
co-operation will be available, passage from Scapa to 
scene of operations will take about 30 hours.(C in C 
H F 1638/7, 1405/7).
Reply. Air Ministry are unable to undertake bombing of 
aerodfomes in Trondheim area. Battle flight cannot 
reach Froi Fiorden and can only remain near Nogvid Fiord 
for | hour (VCNS 1850/7, 2343/7).

Sweeping Rer;orts.

Convoys 
0A & 0B

MT

0B 1450 )
OA 1450 )
Portugal
Spain
Turkey

Danish Trawlers

Magnetic mine exploded by AA sweep 51° 27' 12” N 4c2,3^'w 
(NOIC Swansea 1550/7)
One German Y type mine out south of Q25 60 in 51° 17'.5'
N 1° 48.8fe. One magnetic mine detonated due to unknown 
cause 6/S 1 mile N of Male Les Bains Casino (VA Dover
203V7).
Sequence (DTD. 135^/7)

No MT will sail 8/7 (C in C Rosyth 110^7)

To R.V. and become QQ29 (C in C W.A. 1019/7)

To be treated as adjacent neutral countries (DKvYD 2109/7)

My O907/7. Danish Trawlers are to be escorted to Humber 
instead of to Yarmouth (C in C Nore 1518/7 to WIDGEON, 
PUFFIN) ^
Several Danish reported fishing near 54°0f N 2°40E.
Y/hen released by PRINCESS VICTORIA 2 corvettes are to 
proceed immediately to this vicinity and escort any 
Danish trawlers found to Yarmouth (C in C Nore 0907/7 
to MALLARD). IMMANUEL and MACKENZIE came in under escort 
to Kirkwall with full cargo fish. Ships and cargoes have 
been seized and are being diverted under escort to 
Aberdeen for discharge of fish.(CCSO Kirkwall 1030/7, 
1800/7).

TASMANIA (Danish) Naval prize, sailed for Gravesend,(NOIC Falmouth
1430/7)

German orders to To sail immediately for nearest neutral port and stay
Norwegian ships. there; not to discharge3 carg°. Intercept from Bergen

Radio (Burnham Radio 1845/7)
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7.5.1940 Tuesday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence.
Enemy Linesweeping Enemy minesweepers observed sweeping

parallel to the coast near Stavanger 
( STURGEON 0055/7)

No cruiser seen "between Juist and Norderney (c.f. 5/5.) About
33 small m.v. ’ s in or near harbour at 
Norderney, 2 M.V.’s 53° 39' N. 6° 46’ E.. 
7 M.V.*8 (one 10,000 tons) 53° 42’ N.
6° 50’ E. 1 M.V. 53° 42*N. 70 O’ E. 
(Chatham A/C H.Q. 1523/7). Photographs 
taken early in the afternoon 6/5 reveal 
only Vorposten vessels, dredgers ana 
barges. (I.C.0.444/40)

Unidentified Units By D/F at 1910/7 unidentified enemy units
in 55° 45* N. 6° 25' E. Unreliable fix. 
(D.D.-.C.2121/7) 2338/7 unknown enemy 
unit in 55° 26' IT. 4° 10' E. (1.0.0.444/ 40)

M.V. in Hardanger Fjord. Merchant ship about 8000 tons, presumed
German, anchored in Hardanger Fjord "
0735. (I.C. #0444/40)

2 Minelayers are reported to have been sighted between 0200 and
0500/7, between 51° 33’ N. 3° 14’ E. and 
51° 30’ N. 3° 4’ E. (off Flushing). 
Presumed to have been of the armed type.
(I.C. #0444/40).

German troops reported Norwegian Legation Stockholm reports
at M.O. and Murmansk. German motorised troops are already in

Mo and also that over 100 troop carrying
Kirkenes to be seized. planes proceeded towards Narvik. A

proportion would probably be carrying 
food.
2. From a Norwegian Officer Just 
returned from Namsos it is learned that 
neither railway nor road Namsos-Mosjoen 
were destroyed nor prepared for 
demolition. There is an uncompleted 
gap of 50 kilometres in rail between 
Landh and KJerringvatnet.
3. President Hambro has received 
information that 200 German sailors in 
uniform have arrived at Murmansk. He 
believes another operation is in 
preparation to seize Kirkenes where 
4000 men are now employed in iron fields. 
Ends. No.T.0.0.

British W.O. assess this report as 
unconfirmed but worthy of consideration. 
(D.D.I.C. 1214/7 to F.O. Narvik & C.in C.

H.F.). I
I can send DEVONSHIRE to Kirkenes if 

desired (C. in C. H.F.).1921/7
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Dutch
precautions.

Risk of d.c’s 
being hit by 
splinters.

HUNTER'S men.

Smoke Candles.

MISCELLANEOUS.

Press report Navy 
cancelled.

and Air Force leave also

CARLISLES 1120/6. If you concur, please 
issue instructions that when operating in 
waters where heavy air attack may be expected 
non-asdic fitted ships should either land 
their depth charges or stow them below upper 
deck. (D.A/S.W. 2023/7 to C. in C. H.F. ) 
(PELICAN'S d.c’s were detonated in this way - 
M. S. M. )

Will not be interned but are free to leave as 
soon as we can arrange their departure 
(Mr. Mallet, Stockholm 0155/7).
Observed I5 miles N.E. of contact of position 
0930 and 1010/6. SHELDRAKE to investigate 
(N.O.I.C. Harwich 1215/7).

0500, B. S.T.
WEATHER.

North Sea.

Channel.

Wind.
Westerly, light 
or moderate.
Variable or 
northerly light.

W.Approaches. N. , light.

Visibility. 
Moderate or good.

Outlook.
Similar.

Moderate or good, Similar, 
mist on French coast.

Good. Similar.
Horns Reef. Variable, light. Moderate or poor.

W. Coast S. W. Force 1+-5* Good in N. ,
Norway. moderate or poor

S. of 65° N.

Wind becoming 
W. moderate, 
visibility 
improving.
Weather det
eriorating in 
North,similar 
in South.
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.
Hone Commands.

SEAL A report from Sweden states that the
crew of a pilot steamer which had 
arrived in Goteborg had witnessed the 
capture of a British S/M by a German 
destroyer, close to the 3 mile limit on 
the morning of 5/5. The crew of the 
S/M had been taken aboard the destroyer 
and the 2 ships had sailed in a southerly 
direction, This report is not believed 
either by V.A. (s) or in the Admiralty 
and N.A. Sweden has been asked urgently
for details, (see 6/5 -

(oU* eft. p. ft"
destroyers, to be manned by survivors of 
GROM and named after her. (Private Office 
1030/7).
A.A. storeship, grounded in Minches 7/5. 
Arrived Stornoway 1330/7. Her gear is to 
be transferred to s.s. MARINA. (V.C.N.S. 
247)

Foreign Stations.
Badly damaged, cannot be refloated.
Off Bahamas. (C. in C. A.W.I.1927/7)

GROM

s.s. MATAKANA
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Polish and 
Norwegian Ghios

Danish Chip
I VAR

7.5.1940.
Tuesday.

POREIGi; ST A T I OHS 

Hediter ranean

-dnty. 0006/29. It appears equally important 
to avoid losses of Norwegian or Polish ships 
Request instruction whether these ships 
should either (a) he issued with envelope Q.Q, 
and key signal for opening or (b) be given 
verbal advice as to action in event of 
Hostilities. (G. in C., Lied., 1747/7)

East Indies

Governor instructed to hand her over: 
unsuitable for inner harbour berthing or 
defence boon maintenance. Could not be 
fitted v/ith Mark I sweep but could be fitted 
and supplied with Mark 5 sweep from Aden. 
D^aft 13 ft 6* all officers and most of crew 
loyal. Instructions requested as to 
employment of ship and terms of engagement 
of crew. Docking 2 months overdue, no 
facilities at Aden. Danish tug PROTECTOR 
standing by. Officers and men in arrears 
for v/ages. Have authorised Admiralty agent 
to advance £200 for small advances of pay. 
Master wishes to know position regarding pay' 
rnent of arrears. (IJ.O.I.C. -.den to C. in C.,
E.I. 0716^/7)
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French Positions.

Ocean Convoys.

Sabotage at 
Gibraltar.

Trawlers building.

Oil fuel at 
Lobito.

Convoy KX43.

Italian Cable 
hip.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

W A R  D I A R Y .
7.5.1940.
T u e s d a y .

North Atlantic.

Convoys and Patrols, noon 7/5 (D.C. 0028/7)

Positions, etc. (D.C.1958/7)

Report that 5 men left Spezzit in a s/m with 
markings painted out. Will attempt to 
enter Gib. from Spain to study methods of 
Sabotage (N.A. Rome 1152/7)

South Atlantic.

Asking whether Brazil will provide steel. 
Export of steel from U.K. presents 
difficulties (D.S.V.p.1204/7).

1,300 tons in stock but ships cannot be 
supplied for some time owing to incomplete 
pipe line and no pump machinery. Up to 
270 tons could be supplied in drums but 
very slowly. (S.0. (I) Cape Town 1210/7).

America and West Indies.

Position and route (D.T.D.1706/7)

hediterranea n .

Will be working between Sicily and halta 
early in May (D.N.1.1644/7).
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Danish S h ips.

U.S.3.

Contraband Control.

German Claims.

Danish Ships.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
(Continued).
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East Indies.

All British Merchant Ships which left Basi^ 
for United Kingdom via the Cape on or after 
30th April, are to proceed to Aden for orders 
(D.T.D. 0059/8).

Situation regarding Danish ships in Colombo 
is not altogether satisfactory and unless 
certain steps are taken harmonious working 
cannot be ensured when transfer of flag Is 
completed. Details (c.in C. E.I. 1 5 4 2Z/4).

Your 1236/6. Your intentions are concurred 
in. Provision of 4 destroyers for U.S. 3 
must be subject to review by Commander in 
Chief, Mediterranean nearer the time of the 
operation. Presume you will consider 
repetition of air escort on lines of that 
given to U.S.2. (D.O.D.(F)1905/7 to 
C . in C . E . I . ).

Ships bound via Suez Canal for Spanish 
Mediterranean ports to be controlled at Aden 
or Port Said those for Spanish Atlantic or 
Portuguese ports at Gibraltar.
Eastbound vessels for Spanish Mediterranean 
ports from Holland or Belgium to be detained 
Gibraltar until released by M.E.W.

(D.E.W.D. 2109/7).

C h i n a .

The Germans claim to have sunk battleships, 
cruisers, etc. recently. Requesting in 
f u t u r e  detailed denials may be communicated 
as soon as possible. Unfortunate effect 
in Japan. (N.A. Tokyo 1256/7)

Re Maersk Line ships (C.O.jS. Ear East 05 09/7)
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WALKURE.

VOGESSEN.

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS. 
HOME COMMANDS.

7.5.192+0.
Tuee'Zay ■

I I I

My 2302/6. German ship loading phosphates at 
Murmansk is WALKURE (2+251 tons) (C.C. S.O. 
Kirkwall 1016/7.
Adding to my 1335/6. Press reports VOGESSEN 
with coal for Oslo mined 2+ miles S.W. of 
Wingar 0600/5 (A.N.A.Stockholm 1201/7)
Pour Swedish trawlers sunk and one enemy steam
er damaged by mines off Vingaf this morning 
(Mr. Mallet (Stockholm) No.12+92+ 7/5 for D.N.I. 
from Maimo).

MARITZA.
MEDITERRANEAN.

Arrived Sibenik, Yugoslavia 7/5 to load with 
bauxite for Trieste, according to a French 
report (I. C. 02+2+3/2+0 j.

SABANG.
SURABAYA.

CHINA.
Reattached. (Capt. 0.S. Singapore 0306 Z/7) 
2) ( do).

S/M's Reported.

1130.

0500.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

One about 72+ miles E. of Muckle Plugga 222+3/6 
is probably homeward bound. The report of one 
in the approaches to the Clyde has not been 
confirmed (D.D.I.C. 1132/7).
See Enemy Intelligence.
Periscope reported by M/S QUEEN OF THANET in 
56°7’N., 2°28’W. (I.C.O k k k /k O )•

S/M reported from shore in 56°50,N.» 2°17’W. 
(Off Gourdon) Not confirmed by C.G. 
(I.C.02+2+2+/2+0.
French Admiralty report S/M 51°U5’N. , 2°2+5’E. , 
course N. (I. C. 02+2+2+/2+0).





War Diary 8- 5. 194-P Wednesday.
143

SI TuATION REPORT

Dutch Apprehensions

During the last 2k hours the Dutch Government has 
received various reports stating that a German attack on Holland 
is imminent. There have, however, been no reports of German 
military or naval movements for this purpose, but their military 
dispositions are such that an attack could be mounted at any 
moment and with a minimum of warning. Although the Dutch General 
Staff have stated that there is no indication of German military 
activity, the Dutch Government are taking wide precautions, 
including the laying of mines in their territorial waters, stopping 
leave in the defence forces, and calling up reserves. The reports 
referred to a- pear to have originated in Berlin and the only 
concrete evidence available is that Germany yesterday closed the 
Dutch frontier, which she has done before. (D.IT. I. 194 0/8, approved 
by V.C.N.S. )

The story of a forthcoming German attack, which has 
caused the present apprehension in Holland has been planted in 
many places throughout the world. The Dutch General Staff are 
not unduly apprehensive. (M.S.M.)
Reports of German seizure of Kirkenes imminent.

DEVONSHIRE is being sent to Kirkenes in connection with
the above.
Narvik Area

CALCUTTA and CAIRO are providing A.A. protection. 
COVENTRY joins shortly. The arrival of ARK ROYAL had a marked 
effect'for 2k hours, but bombing of all Narvik anchorages has 
begun again. CURLEW has been ordered to rejoin V.A.(A). One 
British fighter was forced down 8/5.

ISIS struck submerged wreckage in Balangen Fjord, near 
Narvik, which wrecked a propeller. She landed her troops and is 
being towed by ILEX to the base at Skjelfiord. ISIS is capable of
slow speed on one engine.

The German claim to have entered Mo and Mosjoen is false. 

Iceland (Operation Fork)
GLASGOW, BERWICK and 2 destroyers sailed 0510/8 and are 

expected at Reykjavik 0500/10.
The War Office are to relieve the R.M. Battalion by a 

Brigade as soon as possible.

ning
There are reports of 2 ships and 1; trawlers sunk off 

nga. (See M.S.M. for the inference;
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SITUATION R*PORT

8. 5. 19U0 Wednesday.

Sweer of the Dutch and Belgian coasts
Was carried out by French destroyer UNISON.

Attack on enemy transports by TAIvU
At 1750/8 TAKU 100 miles N.N.W. of Horns Reef attacked 

2 transports escorted by 2 destroyers, with 10 torpedoes and 
estimates 3 hits. She was subsequently depth charged for 5 hours 
and retired to the westward to examine her damage, r//3 / /• /_, A

British Air Activity.
An attack on Stavanger aerodrome was made during the 

night 7/8 May. Onljr one out of 17 aircraft reached Stavanger, 
low cloud preventing the others from locating the target.

The reconnaissance policy now being followed includes
(a) strong A/S patrols in the Orkneys and Shetlands 

areas.
(b) reconnaissance of the Norwegian coast.
(c; searches up the Dutch coast.
(d) reconnaissance of Horns Reef area.

Enemy Air Activity
At 1100/8 an enemy aircraft was reported over the 

Thames Estuary, which flew coastwise to Whitby before making 
An unidentified aircraft was reported in the Firth of Forth 
1130/3. There was intermittent activity by enemy aircraft during 
the day, but nothing of any major importance occurred.

General
There is a serious shortage of communications ratings 

and it is impossible to meet all existing commitments. The 
situation should be eased at the end of June, when the ratings 
taken in at the commencement of the war will be coming lor.’ard.
(M. S.Iu}
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Movements

DEVONSHIRE is to be sent to Kirkenes (1st S.L. 0013/8, 
0. in C.H.F. 0917/8)

PENELOPE To be escorted to U.K. by ZULU, CAMPBELL, 
WITCH, BLYSKAWECA. (FAME 01+23/8).

20th D.P. In view of your 23U3/7, R.A. (S) 1006/8, 
reporting situation at Trondheim and also of 
possible development in south, I am sending 
20th D.P. back to Humber now. (C. in C.H.P. 
to Admty. 1529/8).

Onerations
Narvik

RESOLUTION Your 2151/7. No objection to her use as 
proposed. Conditions.

AURORA ) 
ENTERPRISE )

Not possible to send relief at present owing 
to situation in Holland.

CALCUTTA ) Are at Narvik.
CAIRO )
COVENTRY Joins shortly.
.A. Defence Use of ships as platforms for A. A. guns is 

most uneconomical, and must be regarded as 
temporary expedient only.Honed that with capture of Narvik the scale 
of air attack will diminish. (1st S.L. /o)

CURLEW

D.6. ) 
ESCORT )

is to return to Harstad forthwith, fuel and 
rejoin V.A. (A). My 06OI+/0 to CURLEW is 
cancelled. (P.0. Narvik 0953/8)
Orders and route for (N.A. D. ...F. 0931/8)

Enemy Aircraft 
Reports.

re method of W/T reports of enemy aircraft 
in Narvik area. (F.O. Narvik, 1 OI4I4./8).

Force for 
Ballanpcen

RESOLUTION, EFFINGHAM, ENTERPRISE, AURORA, 
Cant.(D)9, HAVELOCK, BEDOUIu, 1AHE,VINDICTIVE, PROTECTOR. Foregoing ships, one 
destrover detailed by Capt.(D;9, 3 destroyers 
detailed by FAME, and 2 A/S trawlers detailed • 
by AURORA to be off Ballangen at 1000/10.
(F.O. Narvik 1851/8)
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Operations (Contd. )
Narvik

West ?,jord 
Destroyer Patrol

Your 1909/7. Detail two from convoy escorts 
now in Narvik area. (C. in C.H.P. 1053/8)
Your 1053/8. When PENELOPE sails there will 
"be 6 destroyers at Harstad, 3 duty, 2 troop 
carrying. In Ofot Fiord 5 destroyers and
escort of 3 for RESOLUTION. 3 destroyers 
sailing with Polish Brigade ships. To detach 
2 escort destroyers could only he done at 
exnense of escort for RESOLUTION. (?.0. Narvik 
to G. in C.H.F. 13U0/8).

jveration -» ■ KJutJllUlUCIi 0 0 O'J illy/ 1 Jjjf v-/• - ~ - *swordfish, 6 Walrus, 1+0 officers, 200 men etc. 
(D.N.A.D. 1820/8)

FURIOUS ) 
GLORIOUS )

Arrangements for aircraft in. Principle 0  ̂ my 
2012/2 stands. (D.IT. .D. 182U/3).

Skaanland
Summary of Situation

I today visited Skaanland aerodrome, progress 
is slow and at least nine days required to 
allow of planes using it.

ARK ROYAL
»

ARK ROYAL*s arrival had a marked effect for 
21+ hours, hut homhing has begun again, all 
anchorages being attacked p.m. 8/5» >.ell 
as ships off Narvik.

B.iervik

was forced down today. Several _-oles 
rescued from 'water after GROL sank were 
suffering from machine-gun bullet wounds. 
Hope the manning of a British destroyer oy 
crew of Polish destroyer GROM may have 
favourable consideration, they are excellent 
material.
Information as to abandonment of 3jervik 
appears quite unfounded. Perhaps the 
authorities should not be given such a high 
order of reliability.

French Landing An operation involving a landing Oi * rench 
troops near Bjervilc takes place night 10-11 May 
having as its object capture 01 Oynejord 
Peninsula and establishment of artillery there 
and cleaning up of enemy opposing French and 
Norwegians south of Gratangen, the 2i+th Brigade 
at same time occupying Ankenes Peninsula ana 
Bessford. I am now committed to this oreration 
but shall prepare for more direct attack in 
case there is no apparent result on line indicated last night. (F.O. Narvik, 215V°;-
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Stowage Plans

Harstad Staff

A. A. Batteries

Southern Railway 
Car Ferries

BALZACCOXY/OLD

No German Troops 
in Mo.

Mosjoen

8. UP.
Wednesday.

h o n co ■■■ : a r p s

Operations 
Narvik (Continued)

Greatly facilitate unloading of store ships 
if stowage plans as well as hills of lading 
are forwarded. (R.A. Narvik, 1837/8).

Turn-round of ships delayed by shortage of 
staff, ij. R.N.R. officers experienced in 
handling cargo and clerical shipping staff 
asked for. (R.A. Narvik, 1003/8")

Admty. 1906/7 asking whether ready to receive 
2 batteries and crews of 3 20-barrelled 
Unrifled Projectors (V.P's). Reply - Yes. 
(F.O. Narvik 11+59/8)

Re. Adty. 2009/6. Details of W00TT0N and 
HILLSEA. Suitable to make passage under 
fine weather conditions and to take part in 
operations. Withdrawal will leave Portsmouth 
only FISHBOURNE which is understood to be 
inadequate to deal with local military and 
dockyard traffic. (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1627/8).

Damaged and unable to proceed with Convoy 
NS 2. Contents of BALZAC will be transhipped 
into MARINA whom it is hoped to sail with NS 3- 
Petrol and oil ex. COXWOLD is being sent in 
ULSTER MONARCH, further sunply arrives 
NS 3. (D.O.D. (H) 1912/8).

Mos.ioen - Mo - 3odo.

Intercepted Norwegian mail steamer HELGEL in 
fiord, bound Mosjoen from Mo. Stating no 

Germans in but Germans one day march from 
Mosjoen last night. Proceeding Mo to 
investigate. (FIREDRAKE 1300/8)

My 1300. .Germans have reached Lake Majavarn,
50 miles S. of Mosjoen. Main Norwegian 
defence at Fellingfors, 25 miles S. of Mosjoen, 
are expected to check advance. 250 British 
troops at Mo and about 150 Allied troops at 
Mosjoen. Army consider landing at Mosjoen 
feasible. Am proceeding Skjel Fiord to oil. 
(FIREDRAXE 1510/8).
French force at Mosjoen communicated with Narvik 
at 1015 today and reported all well. This 
information forwarded in view of Press reports 
that Germans have entered Mosjoen. (D. of P. 
tp VETERAN, 1705/8)
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SECRET.

Landing
Grounds.

OPS RAT I CITS . 8.5.40.
'̂ 0^"  Wednesday.Iceland - Operation jgggK.

Ref. paragraph 7 of orders to Col. Sturges. 
While it will he possible to occupy landing 
grounds near Reykjavik, a further landing 
ground is now reported to exist at Akureyre 
(65°40’N, 18°02’W.) Military force with 
demolitions is therefore to be despatched 
in a destroyer to put this landing ground 
temporarily out of action. Methods 
suggested, Wing Commander Barnes should be 
consulted. Force to return to Reykjavik 
when task completed. (D.O.D.(H) to BERWICK 
1345/8).

Your 1343/7* The couiinitments of this force 
are already considerable in addition to which 
it has been necessary for the task contained in 
rny 1345/8 to be carried out. In these 
circumstances, the occupation of Budaretri Jtrand 
must await the arrival of the infantry brigade 
which will relieve Force Fork at an early date 
(D.O.D.(H) 1346/8 to C. in C. H.F.)

Dutch
Mines.

Operations
X.D.
D .  w  .  L  .  (j  .

Dutch Coast.
Dutch have laid mines inside territorial waters 
N. of Terschelling Island and Vlieland. Extent 
of those areas has not been defined.(R.A.(a) 
1136/8 to S/M’s on Patrol)
In view of Admiralty 2317/7 (re operation XD, 
naval parties to be ready at 2 hours’ notice) 
can i t he accepted that 4 destroyers from Dover 
will take part in Operation DMLG on 10/5 vide 
my 1152/7? (V.A. Dover 1534/8) Reply. Yes.
(D.O.D.(H) 1928/8)



Near Faroes.

ULSTER MONARCH

Patrol of 
Fro Havet.

Positions
Signalling

TAKU
Attacks,
77/3 Moy>) 6 
/ iru *3 s .)

SEVERN ) 
ORZEL )

WAR DIARY. 8th May, 1940.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Operations.

Troop convoys.

Estimated movements of convoys. (C.in C. Rosyth 
1735/8)
To sail for Narvik area as soon as loaded. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1708/8).

8UPPLr r"-:!T

Submarines.
Your 1006/8.(A) should like CLYDE to continue 
this patrol for present unless she is required 
urgently elsewhere, no relief need, however he 
contemplated.
(B) For various reasons I have had to abandon 
laying minefields 1, 2 and 3 in my 2545/30/4 by 
surface craft. Could any or all of these be 
laid by S/m’s? (C.in C. , H.F.1600/8 to V.A.(S) )
Reply. Have ordered NARWHAL to carry out (2) 
of your 2345/30/4 now instead of JSND 5130 
(58° 51’N 5° 3o' E) in view of my 2112. (l) of
your 1600 is not considered practicable on 
account of navigational difficulties. Vicinity 
of PFCU 3012 (63° 30’ N 8° 12’ E) is proposed as 
alternative, earliest date of laying in latter 
position will be about 1/6 (V.A.(S) 2338/8)
0600/9 (D.C.1853/8)
No signals are to be made to s/m’s on patrol 
until further orders (V.A.(S)1912/8).
2 transports and 2 destroyers were attacked by 
TAKU at*1730/8 in position approx. 57° N. 6°E. 
(70’ S.S.W. of Lindesnes). Possibly obtained
3 hits. (I,C.0445/40). 'll- 
A Battle Flight of Hudsons was sent to this 
position.

Orders to (V.A.(S) 1537/8)
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HOME COMMARDS.
Operations.

Norwegian Naval Units.

8th May, 1940.
Wednesday.

Sub-Lieut. Berntsen, Royal Norwegian Navy, at 
present in Norwegian s. s. AKABAHRA at Kirkwall, 
reports that Norwegian destroyer TROLL, torpedo 
boat SNOGG, and submarine B.6 have been abandoned 
and left to be taken over by Germans. At 2200/5, 
these vessels were in Midtgulen, a creek of the 
Frojsjo, in lat. 61° 4' N., 5° 4' E. , | of a mile 
east of the town of Floro. Norwegian BERA, fully 
loaded with carbide, speed 6 knots, was lying in 
Sorgulen, a creek of Frojsjo, 60° 45^' N., 5°7' E. 
at same time. Master and crew reported 
unwilling to take ship to British port owing to 
her low speed. (C.C.S.O., Kirkwall, 1405/8)
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HOI,IE COMMANDS.

AIR.
British Air Attack on Stavanger aerodrome by 17 R.A.P.
Activity. a/c's. One a/c attacked aerodrome,

remaining a/c's could not locate target
owing to low cloud (H.Ci.B.C. 0440/8).
2 Skuas of 806 Squadron to leave Hats ton 
0500/9 Tor reconnaissance of Bergen area, 
each carrying one 500 lb bomb which may 
be utilised against a suitable target. 
Depending on result of this reconnaissance, 
remaining Skuas of 806 Squadron to make a 
bombing attack later in the day.
(A.O.O.S.1800/8) (Donibristle 1850/8)
Tasks for 9/5 (Donibristle, 2000/8)
Reconnaissance of Stavanger, etc.
1022/8 to 1113/8 (Donibristle 1435/8).

3rltlsh Air Your 1101/6 paragraph 5, A.O.G. in C.
Activity . Coastal Command, reports as follows

"ify Blenheims are long range fighters not 
bombers. They can only carry four 
25 lbs incendiary bombs. Also Trondheim 
is outside Blenheim radius of action from 
Hatston"(5th S.L. to C. in C. H.P. 1541/8).
Ivty 1620/7, re bombing attack on objectives 
in Bergen. Operation postponed owing to 
weather. Skuas to be released to 2 hours' 
notice. (A.C.O.S. 1050/8 to Hatston).

Enemy Air Activity.
Plights. The North Sea Meteorological PLight

approached the N.E. Coast of Scotland and 
covered the area to the East Coast of the 
Orkneys and Shetlands. An enemy a/c 
appeared over the Thames Estuary during the 
forenoon and flew coastwise as far north as 
Whitby, repeating a similar flight on the 
afternoon of 7/5. Another enemy a/c 
appears to have made a flight in the Southern] 
North Sea during the afternoon, approaching 
within 25 miles of the East Coast and 
returning to its base by way of the Dutch 
Coast, presumably on reconnaissance.
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HOME COMMANDS.

t

Air (Continued). 
Enemy Air Activity (Continued).
Narvik.

Dutch Coast.

Lessons.

Defence
Against
Attack.

Air activity increased somewhat during the day in 
the Narvik area, all anchorages occupied by 
Allied vessels, also H.M. ships off Narvik, 
being bombed. H.M. ships reported enemy 
aircraft on coastal reconnaissance off Mosjoen 
during the lateafternoon. It is understood 
that four enemy aircraft have been shot down in 
the Narvik area during the past week.
(I.C., 0445/40).
There were various reports of enemy aircraft 
off the East Coast and one unidentified off 
the Firth of Forth during the evening and after dark.

At 6718, an a/c was reported over Orford Ne3s 
Southwold, Bungay and Norwich and crossed 
the coast on a northerly course S.E. of 
Cromer, being finally lost track of at 
0838 120 miles E. of Fame Islands. During 
the afternoon, a reconnaissance of the 
Dutch Coast from Flushing northwards was 
carried out apparently for purpose of 
reporting immediately all surface craft 
sighted. (H .q .C .C .  1717/8).
Summary of experience gained in air 
attacks. (A.C.N.S. 0221/8, 1524/8)

Cancel my 1917/7. Experience of ships in 
Central Norway operations confirms that 
when subject to bombing attacks ships 
should when practicable shape course and 
speed to favour development of gunfire and 
so that the relative wind is high and if 
possible across the probable direction of 
final approach. It follows that if a ship 
is stopped she is a more favourable target 
for bombers. (A.C.N.S. to F.0. Narvik 1518/8).
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Operation B.S.3 . 
Operation Z. M. G.

MINING. 
Orders for. 
Orders for.

1*3
8 .5 .4 0 .
Wednesday.

(D.D.O.D.(M) 2038/8) 
(D.D.O.D. (M) 1704/8)

E. Coast Mine 
barrier.

Mines to be 
laid by NARWHAL.

HOME COMMANDS.
Mining.

N.O.I.C. Leith reports that Dutch small 
craft state in conversation that there are 
fewer mines in East Coast barrier than the 
authorities make out. Speed with which 
some of these craft make the passage from 
Antwerp to N.E. coast ports tends to bear 
out that they ignore routeing instructions 
and cross the barrier at will (C.in C. 
Rosyth 0210/8)

See Submarines.

Mines cut and 
exploded.

Swedish
Minefield.

A new German mine was cut in southern edge of 
theGoodwin - Fairy Bank Channel, 51°18. l’N., 

01°59’E. There is a possibility of 
magnetic mines in 49°36,N. , 00°01*E. - 
north of Le Havre.
A heavy explosion S.W. from Newhaven was 
reported at 1507 /8. 3 heavy explosions
occurred at 23I8/8 in 52°50'N., 3°50*E..
33 miles W.by S. of Texel. (1.0.0445/40).
Sweden has announced defensive minefields 
within territorial waters off Stockholm.
(I.C.0445/40)

The following was broadcast from Motala in Swedish at 1900/8
Announcement by the Swedish Admiralty in 

connection with minefields laid in Stockholm outer 
archipelago. In order to simplify Sweden’s 
neutrality guard mines have been laid in the outer 
archipelago within Swedish territorial waters and 
within the outermost reefs which are not submerged 
permanently. Between latitude N. 58 '• 42’ and 
latitude N. 59 : 54' within an area bounded on the W. 
from the remainder of the archipelago by a straight 
line connecting the above latitudes.
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Gulfs of 
Bothnia and 
Finland.

HOME COMMANDS. 
MINING.

8. 5.40.
Wednesday.

Finnish Naval staff announce that traffic to 
the ports of South and S*W. Finland must 
proceed only through the Aaland Sea. The 
ports of the Gulf of Finland will be open to 
traffic when ice conditions allow. Finnish 
territorial waters in the Aaland Sea, the 
Baltic and the Gulf of Finland are still 
dangerous for navigation because of mines. 
Further, during the Russo-Finnish War, the 
following areas were mined, and are dangerous 
to navigation

1. Gulf of Hango between meridian 23°13' and 
23° 0’ East; the Southern limit extends to 
30°37' and the Northern to the Finnish 
territorial waters.

2. South of Helsinke, East meridian 25°25’ 
Eastern length, and South 59°57* Northern
length....... . Northern and Western limit
to the Finnish territorial waters. (Lahti 
202+5/8).



1 Large M/V

20 Ships

Presumably enemy in Hardanger Fjord, 
anchored, no smoke from funnels. When 
proceeding up coast past Bergen observed 
very large fire burning in Bergen, flames 
reaching 200/300 ft. (Donibristle 0755/8)
Observed by security Patrol 53° 20' N.
4° O' E. 2150/7, small cargo or trawler 
type, course could not be identified. 
(h Iq .B.C.0737/8).
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Prohibition in

Ports Open. 

Mediterranean

8.5,40.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Shipping.

Downs. Re. Navigation Order No.5/1940. Consider 
it very necessary to extend prohibition 
to use of rowing boats in Downs. Mined 
areas and danger of landing of enemy 
agents from neutral vessels render this 
precaution most desirable. Request 
immediate authority to extend this 
prohibition in view of imminence of 
Whit slim holidays. (V,A. Dover, 1507/8).
Reported at Staff Meeting at 1000/8 
that all ports are now open.
Has been re-opened to British Merchant 
Shipping. (D.T.D.0200/8)
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Miscellaneous.

STYRBIORN

OXELOSUND

Swedish tug, is stated to have "been 
among the ships sunk at Narvik on 
10/4 or 13/4 (Lloyd's).
Swedish (5613 tons) was hadlv damaged 
at Narvik "but was still afloat 13/4.

(Lloyds).

0500 B.S.T. WEATHER.
Wind Visibility Outlook.

North Sea In East. South) ,T , + Mod. to poor Similar ilxntil
In West. N.W. ) ^oaeraxe late afterncm

Channel Light. S.S.W.

W.Approaches Light, variable

Mod. to good

Mod. to good, 
fog patches.

N.W. Moderate 
wind. Moder^e 
visibility.
Similar, 
improving 
visibility.

H o m s  Reef Light northerly Mod. to good. Similar,visibility 
deteriorating 
in afternoon.

W. coast of Moderate southerly 
Norway.

Similar.Moderate
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Wednesday.

ISIS
damaged.

PELICAN

SEAL
capture.

COX//OLD

PENN
HERCULES
LEONORA.

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.
Struck submerged wreckage in Balangen Fiord 
which bumped along bottom without apparent damage 
but wrecked propellers before they could be 
stopped. Troops landed safely. Have ordered 
ILEX to tow me to Skjel Fiord (ISIS,1859/8)
H.M.S. ISIS in tow of ILEX has damaged 
propellor but is capable of slow speed oncne 
engine, arriving SkjelfiaftL a.m. tomorrow.
(F.O. Narvik to PENELOPE 2312/8)

Taken in hand for damage repairs 8/5. 
(A.3. Chatham,1306/8)

Your No. 83. Attack on submarine was made by 2 
German a/c with bombs in position 7 miles West Stcra 
Polsen light. s/M surfaced with a list and tail 
heavy and showing a white flag attached periscope. 
Subsequently taken in tow by two German 
minesweepers. A Swedish minesweeper had been sent 
out and may have been in vicinity. Source, 
Commanding Admiral, vest Coast.German report in 
Stockholm Press says Captain and one rating taken 
off by seaplane and remainder of crew subsequently taken^ff by a patrol vessel. (A.N.A. Stockholm

With petrol (damaged 7/5) escorted by 
BOULONNAIS is due at Scapa.
British fishing smacks, overdue, regarded 
as lost (Lloyds)
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Raider
Reports.

French
Positions.

Swedish
Destroyers.

Trawlers
building.

8.5.40.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic.

The following reports have been received 
2048GHT 25/4 British Ship PRINCESA heard 
QQQQ message followed by Lat 25°5’ Long37°18* Signal appeared to be jambed. W/T 
operator young and inexperienced.
0954/27/4 S.S. BRITISH CHIVALRY heard QQQQ 
30°41'N 30°22’ or 39°22' W. British S.S. DONAX 
being chased.
It is presumed position in first report was in 
North Atlantic. These reports indicate the 
possibility of a raider being in the Atlantic.
S.S. DONAX is due at Houston shortly (I.C.0444/40) 
Reports have now been cancelled (I.C.0445/40)
Convoys and patrols 1300/9 (D.C.0037/9) 1200/8 
(D.C.0011/8)

Admiralty 1505/9* Swedish destroyers have 
fuelled and are still here waiting orders 
for continuance of voyage to Sweden (N.A. 
Lisbon, 1547/8).

South Atlantic.
D.N.I.120&/7. Steel would be imported from 
U.S.A. 6 steel trawlers offered as being quicker 
in construction but wood can be substituted if 
desired (A.N.A.Rio de Janeiro 1159/8).

America and West Indies



Reopening.

PROTECTOR. 

U .0.3.

Shi-priinp;

U.3.2.

Air
Escort.

CARAIBS.

-̂ ►S HORSHAM 
relief.

Hong Kong 
Dockyard.

U.s.3*

! L o

British merchant ships which have been 
recalled to Aden by G.B.M.S. message are to be 
instructed to proceed through the Mediterranean 
(D.T.D.0200/8 to N0IC Aden)

WAR DIARY.
Mediterranean. 8.5 .4 0 .

Wednesday.

Asking if he can have her back in Mediterranean 
to relay the indicator nets at Alexandria, which 
are in a bad way (C. in C. Med 0219/8 to Admiralty)
Admiralty 1905/7, re destroyers for U.S.3.
Two more destroyers wiHbe sari if situation is unchanged 
and immobilisation of battle squadrons can be 
accepted for period of their absence.
(0. in C. Med. 2203/8)

East Indies.
All British merchant ships which left Aden
south bound for U.K. via Cape on or after
4/5 are to return to Aden for orders (D.T.D.0113/8)
G.B.M.3. 3 messages 0059/8 and 0113/8.
These changes are likely to cause congestion 
at Aden round about date of arrival of U.S.2 
In order that U.3.2 and its escort may not be 
delayed thereby request orders for merchant 
ships may reach Aden before their arrival.
(C. in C. E.I., 1801Z/8)
Ref. 1905/7/5* Such air escort as O.C., R.A.F. 
Middle East can provide is being resumed.

^-Intend SH0REHAM shall be included in escort of U.S.2 
as far as 22°N. (C. in C. E.I., 18392/8)
French A.M.C. visiting Comoso Group and .Vestern 
Madagascar ports between 8 and 20/5* (C. in C.E.I 
10562/8)
Ref. prosivionaf yacht for Persian Gulf to relieve 
SH0REHAM, SEABELLE II has been allocated and will 
fit out at Bombay. (D.P.3.1827/8)

China.
Representing that refitting programme in C. in C. 
China’s 631 G./1/5 will presumably reduce 
capacity for work of the destroyers, and suggesting 
work be provided from other fleets or commercial 
work undertaken to maintain the yard for 
possible war requirements. (C&re i/c Hong Kong 
0402Z/8)

Australia.  ̂ ,Arrangements if it should be decided to divert US. 3 to Cape Town (Australian C.N.B. 0945Z/8)
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RUDOLPH
ALBR3CHT.

MARITZA) 
INGO )

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
Hague reports that on 6/5, 6 German ships were 
discharging cargo at Delfzijl and 5 were loading 
for Heligoland and German ports.
(I.C.,01*45A0)

8*5»l+0.
Wednesday.

North Atlantic.
Tanker, sailed from Ponta Delgada, Azores, 
at 2100/8. Stated to have bunker for six 
days only (at 8 knots). As ship left 
Tampico on 10/8/39* and. proceeded to Azores, 
where she arrived 29/8, she is probably well 
loaded (I.0.,0kk5/k0) (F.O.C.N.A., 0932/9)

Mediterranean.
arrived at Sibenik 7/5* sailed 0500/8 for 
unknown destination (1.0,0Uh3/k0)
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-BOAT CAMPAIGN 4 MINING.
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8.5.40.

Wednesday.

S/Ms. reported.

0650 *R£SPARKO Trgwler*RESCAPO*reported suspect d; P/S

1105 Periscope observed 226° D.R.G.D.(67° N 
10° E . )10 (CALCUTTA 1835/8) 66° 55*N.,» 
9° 40' E., 231° Skjel Fiord 120'.

By D/F unknown enemy unit 56° 2 0 ’ N,
4° 2 0 ’ E. Reliable fix (D.D.I.C.1902/8)
Grimsby trawler reported she had just

1837

0540

0820

passed object like S/M P/S travelling 
West 10 miles West Longstone. (C. in C. 
Rosyth.. 0655/8)
P/S reported by A/C in Moray Firth, 58° 
7 ’ N, 1° 48' W . , 016° Kinnaird Head, 2 7 ’. 
(I.C.0445/40).

Approx, position, 54° 35* N. 2° 1 0 f E. ,2252

Estimated dispositions 1 returning home through middle North
Sea. Indications "between Stonehaven 
and the Longstone suggest possible 
U-Boat patrol. (F.O.C.N.P.1515/8).

S/Ms. Attached. 
0130

0520

By BRESTOIS 58° 43' N. 3° .5©,* W. Contact now 
considered non suh. (BRESTOIS 0130/8)

By a destroyer (seen hy A/C to drop 1 depth 
charge), 57° 18* N . , 1° 48' W . , 52° Aberdeen 
1 0 ’. (I.C.0445/40)
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SI TUATION REPORT

Low Countries
Preparations have been made against invasion. GALATEA 

and ARETHUSA have arrived at Sheerness. BIRMINGHAM and U destroyers 
are at Rosyth and were joined "by Captain D. 5 in KELL/ with KI^. j .ALE/ 
and 2 other destroyers expected at Rosyth a.m./9 from the North. 
BIRMINGHAM and these 8 destroyers have been ordered to proceed to the 
Humber as soon as possible. There is a iorce of o destroyers in 
Dover.
tcf.t.T<y tornedoed

At 7.30 p.m. BIRMINGHAM and the 8 destroyers on passage 
from Rosyth.to the Humber were sent to intercept a small German naval 
force reported in position north of the minefield. At 10.1+0 p.m. 
enemy M.T.Bs. were" sighted, one of which torpedoed KELLY, and one 
rammed BULLDOG and sank, causing only superficial damage to BULLDOG. 
The latter has taken KELLY in tow for Rosyth; a strong air escort 
has been sent.

NARVIK AREA

between HerjangS Fiord (to the north of the town oi Narvik) and Gratangen Fiord. The Germans are entrenched at Elvenes, on Gratangen Fiord and at Osevand, midway between the two ilords, out 
the main body in this sector have fallen back on Elvergaarden, 
Bjervik and Molnedalen on the north shore of Herjangs *iora. 
is a landing ground at Elvergaarden.

British, French and Norwegian troops have crossed the road

A  British landing party at Efjorden to the west of the

2000/9 to start unloading.

battalions are 25 miles to the South.

Tyne Closed
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SITUATION REPORT

British Air Activity

The normal patrols (see 8/5) were flown.
Bad weather prevented night operations 8/9 May.
A  Battle flight of Hudsons were despatched to locate and 

attack the convoy encountered by TAXU, but were unable to find it 
and returned at 1115 a.m.

Parallel track searches were carried out to find an 
enemy force of minelayers and destroyers. These were located and 
shadowed. (See BIRMINGHAM)

8 Skualts and 6 Blenheim fighters carried out a raid on 
Bergen in the evening. One ship, thought to be the BREMSE, is 
reported sunk b y  the Skuas. Ohe Blenheim was lost.

51 Hampdens took off at 9 p.m. on special duty.

Enemy Air Activity
Enemy aircraft are obtaining from steep-dive bombing more 

success than at first appeared, so that the JU 87 is the real menace 
at the moment. (M. S.M. )

About 8 enemy aircraft were active off the English and 
Scottish coasts from Wick to Dover during daylight. One Dornier 
was shot down off Wick and 2 other enemy aircraft are reported down.

AURORA bombed
AURORA reports 7 R.M.*killed and 7 wounded and one

out of action, apparently as the result of a direct hit by a
n .C-.

turret
bomb.
^  Crv-a*-., 1

German shins sunk
The skipper of the Norwegian fishing vessel PURAT, who 

has arrived at Lerwick reports that on 2/5 a vessel of 5,000 tons 
carrying German troops was torpedoed by a British submarine 
( ? TRIDENT) h miles inside Marsten Light (Bergen area;, ana tnat 
on 5/5 a Norwegian submarine torpedoed a German store ship of 
2,000 tons in Soter (entrance to Bergen).

It is reported that on 9 April the Norwegian destroyer 
STEGG captured the AFRIKA and CLARA HUGO STINNES, which were later 
sunk to prevent recapture by the Germans.
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Qperat ions. 

BIRMINGHAM’S F o r c e  .

Turn to 
northward.

KELLY'S 
force to .join

Steer to meet 
e n e m y .

FURY * S force 
to .join.

A/C's to be 
s e n t .

BIRMINGHAM and our destroyers will he operating 
between 57°30*N and 56°20*N as far east as 6°
O ’E during night 9/10 May (R.A.(S) 1331/9).
Your 0302/9. Intend to sail at 0645/9 
(BIRMINGHAM 0558/9).

Turn to northward further instructions follow. 
(Adty 0856/9 to KELLY, BIRMINGHAM). Steer 080°
20 knots after passing May Island (V.C.N.S. 
0900/9 to BIRMINGHAM, JANUS, HYPERION, HEREWARD, 
HAVOC#/.
Turn to northward further instructions follow 
(V.C.N.S. 0907/9 to KANDAHAR, HOSTILE). Join 
BIRMINGHAM if practicable (V.C.N.S. 0920/9 to 
D.5, KIMBERCLEY, KANDAHAR, HOSTILE).
REPULSE and destroyers return to harbour forth
with (C-in-C., H . F . 0951/9).

KELLY, KANDAHAR, KIMBERLEY, HOSTILE join 
BIRMINGHAM. Position, course, speed. (C-in-C., 
HF. 1003/9).

BIRMINGHAM and destroyers in company steer to 
meet enemy force of 1 T.B., 4 minelayers, 3 
destroyers.

FURY with MOHAWK, FORESIGHT, BULLDOG. GALLANT 
are to be in position MBWY, 2122 (57°21*N, 2°22* 
E), at 1850 and after sinking 6 M.T.B's in that 
vicinity proceed high speed to join BIRMINGHAM. 
If nothing is sighted by 2230 forces are to 
search back to westward (C-in-C., HF, 1024/9 to 
FURY, BIRMINGHAM).
Despatch is necessary. FURY and destroyers 
raise steam for full speed and R.V. with 
MOHAWK off Switha. Release screen as soon as 
possible (C-in-C., H.F. 1038/9 to REPULSE, FURY, 
M O H A W K ) .
Y o u r 1003, expect to reach 56°17’N, 1°4'E at 
1200. Fuel remaining at 1200 KELLY 44/ 
KIMBERLEY 33/ (Capt. D.5 1116/9). BIRMINGHAM 
1200 DKWS 1445. HYPERION, JANUS, HEREWARD, 
HA/OCK in company (BIRMINGHAM 1122/9).

Battle flight 3 Hudsons will join you 1330 
(C-in-C., Rosyth 1126/9 to Capt. D. 20). 
KANDAHAR,.HOSTILE will be 50/ fuel short when 
joining you at 1700 (KANDAHAR, 1130/9 to C.S.18) 
Capt. D.20 with 3 destroyers and in daylight a 
battle flight of 3 Hudsons leave Buchan Ness at 
1200/9 to pass through 55°18*N, 4°45*E, at about 
midnight then returning to Humber. (D.C.1131/9 
to D.20. BIRMINGHAM, D.5).
Battle flight of 2 Hudsons will R.V. with you 
at 1400 and will be relieved at 1700 by battle 
flight of 3 Hudsons which will remain until 
dark (C-in-C., Rosyth 1316/9, to BIRMINGHAM).
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1 6 G
HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.

BIRMINGHAM’S Force (Oontd.;.

KIMBERLEY 
short of f u e l .

Enemy
sighte d.

KELLY
torpedoed.

Dornier 
shot dov/n.

Have been ordered to return to base on account 
of fuel shortage. Expect to arrive 1900/9. 
(KIMBERLEY 1608/9 to C-in-C., Rosyth).
If nothing sighted by 0400/10 BIRMINGHAM G a p t . 
D.5 and accompanying destroyers proceed to 
Humber. FURY, FORESIGHT, proceed to Rosyth. 
MOHAWK, GALLANT, BULLDOG to Scapa. (C-in-C., 
HF. 2228/9).

2 enemy war motor-boats bearing 030 distance 1 
mile course 115 position M30X.46.
(KANDAHAR 2240/9).
One enemy war motor boat bearing 000° distance 
5 miles. Approx, course 150° position 133 
MBND.245. (BIRMINGHAM 2256/9)*.

KELLY torpedoed 56°48'N, 5°9'E, a.m. taking 
her in tow (BULLDOG 2300/9).
Require immediate assistance 56°48'N, 5°33'E 
(BULLDOG 2320/9).
On completion of tonight's operation BIRMINGHAM 
and destroyers detailed should proceed to 
Humber (V.C.N.S. 2321/9). With adequate air 
and surface escort KELLY can be saved. BULLDOG 
has her in tow 56°47'N, 5°9'E 2347/9 to
A d t y ) .

Dornier flying boat shot down but not sunk in 
DKWY 3316, 1930/9 (C-in-C., Rosyth, 2358/9 to 
BIRMINGHAM).



War Diary

Floating pier

♦
A. A. Guns

— ^GLORIOUS

— -^FURIOUS

LiANELA

— >GL0RI0US 

— -^FURIOUS AND 

T.C.1+.

PENELOPE

Cruiser

Magnetic Mining 

Kirkenes »

Operations

Narvik

Is to be shipped to Narvik in EMPIRE ABILITY 
(ivi.S.M. ). To be made ready for shipment on 
13/5 (D. of L.D. 0034/9)

A  further 24 A.A. guns are to be consigned to 
Narvik in the next convoy which leaves 11/5. 
One battery was in the ship ( B A L ’AC) damaged 
on passage through the Minch and now at 
Stornoway (M.SM . )

Embarking Walrus today and Hurricanes 10/5, 
for Narvik area.

to embark Gladiators 10/5 for Narvik area.

Flying-boat base ship. Retention in Narvik 
area is only temporary. (M.S.M.)

In view of withdrawal of a flotilla to Harwich 
adequate escort cannot be provided for TC 4, 
vide your 2013/1/5 in addition to screens for 
GLORIOUS and FURIOUS and escorts for important 
convoys about to sail for Narvik area. Can 
escorts be provided from other sources. (C. in
C. H. F. 1953/8 to Adty. )

Not sailing tonight in view of weather report. 
(PENELOPE 2217/9). As PENELOPE not sailing 
am proceeding-to meet N.S.2 about 1030 tomorrow. 
(CALCUTTA 2121/9).

to be available at Rosyth p.m./10 to convey 
Norwegian Foreign Minister etc. and Sir C. 
Dormer, etc. to Tromso. (D.O.D.(H) 2115/9;*

Enemy aircraft observed dropping parachute 
mines in over 100 fathoms. (F.O.I.C. Narvik 
2130/9)

Narvik
1st C.S. ordered to proceed to Tromso and 
communicate with Consul for latest information 
and then proceed to Kirkenes to investigate 
Admty. message 1214/7* What escort have you? 
Did you intercept my 0635/9 to Admty? vF.O. 
Narvik 1229/9). Reply - I have no escort^ 
Your 0635/9 not intercepted by me. (F.O.I.C. 
2002/9)
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Balloon Barrage

Siynal Personnel

Operation

Efoorden
LandingCasualties.

GLORIOUSFURIOUS

A /CSquadrons.
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Operations 

Narvik (Contd. )

Mobile barrage of 9 waterborne sites is 
available. Composition 12 specially equipped 
trawlers with R.A.F. personnel. Additionally, 
second echelon of R.A.F. personnel and 
equipment comprising 50 all ranks and 5k0  
hydrogen tubes. Barrage could be maintained 
for maximum of 7 days, and with tubes with 
second echelon for further 18 days. Have you 
a use for 9 balloons now? Can you receive and 
accommodate both trav/lers and second echelon? 
(Air Min. to F.O. Narvik, l6i+0/9) Orders to 
Balloon Command. (Air Ministry 11 lt.0/9)

Your 1907/5. Number of communication personnel 
requested cannot be provided. Certain 
additional ratings will be sent when available. 
War Office Signals state there is large number 
of Array signal personnel already in Narvik 
area.  ̂ Army Chief Signal Officer, Narvik Area, 
is taking passage in CH03RY. (D.S.D. l809/9> to 
F.O., Narvik.)

Advance H. Q. approx. 7 officers and 7k other 
ranks, to arrive Glasgow 0900/13 for emb; rk; tion 
in SOBIKSKI (D.l'T.A.D. 1913/9)
S.O. 12th A.S.S.F, reports My 2125/2. Following 
is position in Efjorden. My landing party fired 
on by Germans ashore. Have dead and wounded on 
board. A m  closing destroyer. T.0.0. 0015/9* 
(VINDICTIVE, 0100/9)
Desirable they should sail in company earliest possible date to avoid providing t o escorts, 
(D.N.A.D. 13J+2/9)
To Ruoert Force (for Group Captain i'.o°re on 
arrival). You should see ray X . 251 of 8/5. From 
rerorts of destruction of Gladiators at Lake 
TiP ip skof arrival of Gladiators and la^or 
S  S s  at i r d u  Foss or Skaanland likely 
to be opposed by enemy bombing. In consequence 
arrangements made with Admiralty for you^o get 
in touch with Captains FURIOUS and GLORIOUS 
tS enable you to give details 
in which you wish sections of flights 01 
and later U6 Sqdn. to land on aerodrome and to 
1 f-sue instructions to fighters flying * 
carrv ^ n e c e s s a r y  defensive patrol over 
aerodrome during arrival of r e m i n d e r  of 
squadron and while refuelling (Air Ministry
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Gubbins
Trawler
Flotilla.

VETERAN
report.

Gubbins
Flotilla.
Aerodromes 
at Bodo. 
at Bardu 

Foss

A/S search.

k o h s co i.: :: a  :: d s
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Operations. 
Narvik (Cont.)
The G errnan High Command contemplates abandoning 
Narvik to the Allies, according to, the Berlin 
correspondent of the Algemeen Handelsblad. In very 
well informed circles in Berlin, he says, Narvik 
is no longer regarded as the centre of great 
strategic importance. The German High Command 
is believed to hold the view that Narvik will 
only remain of value so long as the Allies continue 
to send or station ships there, which can be 
attacked by the German Air Force.
(Reuter, Amsterdam, 1750/9)

3 o d o -I -o s .io e n -Iv 'o .

Admty. 0027/7. Arrangements being made for a 
flotilla of about 10 trawlers and drifters to be 
nrovided for maintenance and transport of independent 
companies operating in Northern Noway, to be known 
as Gubbins Flotilla. C.O. of Flotilla Lt. Comdr.
V/.R. Fell, will arrive Bodo area with 6 or 8 vessels 
a out ld/5. Lt. Comdr. ii.E.H. Nicho 11s, 2no. m  
command of Flotilla will roceed Bodo in ROYAL 
ULSTER! AN arriving about 13/5. In addition to 
maintenance of companies, intended that some of 
these vessels should be at disposal of Col. Gu bins 
for operational purposes. (V.C.E.S. to F.O. Narvik
0046/9)

rour 2351/8. French report 2 German battalions 
’5 miles south. All troops disembarked at Losjoen French embarking 1a ULSTER PRKIOE. ^oeeeding Soapa. ;ol. Uu Lins interviewed Norwegian General to make • _a0„r. nor "eyian troops apparently good ut 
menthusiasticalljr led. (VETERAN 0330/9) to7.0# 
larvik).
tails of organisation and supplies. (D. of P.
C. in C. Rosyth 1801/9)
. Tiinistrv insist it cannot be operated without 
/?'. The aerodrome has ™ t  nreat vossitalities 
bfors guns have been mounted. (Lt. -ol nornoy 
oted in M.S.M.)
eland (Operation ForkJ—  

s been provided for (h.o.M).
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GUARDIAN

Infantry 
Brigade 
Operation 
AlW^AOT^*. “ ft Ia.U ter h

• #

Operations (Cont.)
On corap let ion of Operation Pork, intended to sail 
GUARDIAN to lay indicator nets at Hvalfiord. Tvto 
A/S Trawlers will Be sailed later for patrol of nets (V.C.N.S. 1536/9)

I
infantry brigade as soon as possible. Anticipated 
ANCONIA and LAl'TOASTRIA with 3,500 troons and 30 days’ supplies will be ready to leave Clyde p.m. 

13/5- This opera'
(V.C.N.S. 1713/9)

This operation will be known as ALAUAO,̂fl /&_ La& tisr **_
S£> i tzberyen.
At Staff Meeting 1000/9, D. of P. was directed 
to collaborate with Y/ar Office in examining 
proposed occupation of Spitsbergen.
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NS.2

NS.3.

EMPIRE ABILITY

French

BELFORT

aRSLCAR ACRITYA

HOME PC ELANDS.
Convoys.
Norv/ay.

One troop of 3 light tanks sailed in CHDBRY 
from Clyde. To be transhipped at Narvik into 
suitable vessels and sent to Mosjoen for employ
ment with Independent Companies. (A.C.N.S. to 
F.O., Narvik, from War Office for Rupert Force, 
0200/9).
MONARCH OF BERMUDA, El.iPRESS OF AUSTRALIA, VILLE 
D'ALGER and Tanker LOT" to sail for Clyde as 
soon as ready escorted by BRESTOIS, BOULCNNAIS 
and one British Destroyer. (C-in-C., HF.1201/9).
Six hours ahead of time quoted (C-in-C., HF’s, 
1542/6). META and WOLVERINE 100 miles astern. 
(JACKAL, 1630/9).
To be sailed for Narvik (Admty 1602/9, 1609/9). 
R.A.(D) to provide destroyer escorts (C-in-C., 
H.F. 1945/9).
Required at Southam ton, orders, then to proceed 
Narvik (D.O.D., 212*3/9, 0002/10).
Sailed DJEKNE, PRESIDENT DOUMER, FLANDRE, 
PROVIDENCE, escorted by TARTUJfCHEVALIER PAUL, 
for Brest. 9 officers, 60 ratings from BISON 
on board PRESIDENT DOUMER. (F.O.I.C., Greenock, 
1405/9).
To sail for Scapa soon as ready, to complete 
with fuel and take orders from Admiral, MONTCALM, 
before proceeding to Narvik area. F.O.I.C., 
Greenock, 1301/9).
Intend sailing, escorted by HERO and FOXHOUND 
for Narvik arda leaving Leith Roads 0800/12. 
(C-in-C., Rosyth, 1655/9).

9.5.40.
Thursday.

171

R

Operations.
Allied Submarines.
TAKU 7iVfr* 
7/fi

Positions.

Attacked 2 transports escorted by 2 destroyers 
in position MBRU at 1730. Have been depth 
charged for 5 hours. Am retiring to westward to 
examine damage. 10 torpedoes fired, possibly 3 
hits. (TAKU 0235/9).
0600/10 (D.C. 2125/9, V.A.(S) 1808/9).

Orders to STURGEDN, SNAPPER, CALYPSO (VA (S) 1647/9).1344/9
ACHILLE, CASABLANCA (R.A.(S), 1646/9), 0023/9) . 
SEVERN (R.A.(S) 1532/9).
SEVERN, ORZEL (1402/9).
SHARK, AMAZONE, DORIS (R,A,.(S) 1322/9).

f
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HOI.'iid COMMANDS. 

Norwegian Intelligence

TROLL, 
B.6t etc

Norwegian General reports he has denuded East 
Pinmark of troops for Narvik operations, and he 
now has information that German marines have 
reached Murmansk by railway. Anxious that 
Murmansk be kept under observation and that 
Allies be ready to reinforce East Pinmark.
(P.O., Narvik, 0635/9).
Cancel my 1405/8/5. Sub-Lieut. Berntsen,
Royal Norwegian Navy, at present in Norwegian
S.S. AKABAHRA at Kirkwall reports Norwegian 
destroyer TROLL, torpedo boat SNOGG, and sub
marine B.6 were likely to be abandoned. At 
220/5, these vessels were moored with sterns 
to the shore in 61.36'N., 5.04'E., | mile east 
of Ploro. GOR and VALE, very old small vessels 
used for minelaying, were anchored in small bay 
north of Kjoelkenoes Village on Midtgulen 61.44’$ 
5.10’E. Norwegian BERA fully loaded with carbide 
lying at southern of Sorgulen, 61.42^’N.,
5.07'E. (C.C.S.O., Kirkwall, 2203/9).
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Air.

British
Air
Activity.

Re c onnai s s anc e

Stavanger
Aerodrome.

Bergen
Attack.

Bombing
Restrictions.
GLORIOUS 
a/c ' s

Battle
Plight
Search

My 1800/8. Reconnaissance by Skuas will not 
take place. Necessary information will be 
ohtained from 18 Group reconnaissance aircraft. 
(A.C.O.S.0228/9)Special weather reconnaissance (Donibristle 
0730/9).
Reconnaissance flight on night 8/9 May observed) 
a number of bomb craters which appeared to 
have been filled in, and a large heap of 
debris at intersection of the runways.
Accurate A.A. fire up to a height of 4000 ft. 
was encountered. (H.Q.B.C. )
My 1105/9. 8 Skuas, 806 Sqdn., escorted by
6 Blenheims 254 Sqdn., left Hatston 1630 
to carry out bombing attack on objectives at 
Bergen. (A.C.O.S.1700/9) Report of escort 
1 Blenheim lost (Hatston,2152/9)
Result of attack, three hits on warship 
thought to be BREMSE, very little H.A. fifce 
or activity seen, small depot ship, 4 M.T.B's 
and 2 destroyers in Piord. One Blenheim !
down in Bergen. One Skua crashed on landing, 
crew unhurt. One Skua at Sumburgh with 
engine trouble. Low clouds made it difficult 
to select targets. Petrol dump machine- 
gunned, result not known. (Hatston, 2235/9)
for 10/5 (V.A.(s) 1226/9, 1644/9)

Further X.3 6 1, 8/5, it has now been decided 
that two reserve Hurricanes, making 18, in all, 
are to be embarked in GLORIOUS. (Air. Min., 
1125/9, to Fighter Command.)
Battle Flight to proceed forthwith to M B R U 
0000 and carry out square search to east of 
this position. If, clouds permit, any 
force located may be attacked but only after 
report has been made. Likely that enemy 
aircraft will be escorting the convoy and 
reccon. should only be carried out if clouds 
afford cover. (Donibristle, 0530/9)

■ I



War Diary

FIDELITYS»

Bergen.

MOST SECRET.------------ 1 7 4
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Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Air.
Enemy Air Activity.
Italian. Letter from a member of 
crew, written from Dover to his wife 
in Italy, says: "On May 9 we arrived
at Flushing in Holland. The next 
morning, before leaving, we were 
awakened by the noise of aeroplanes 
and gunshots. We thought these must 
be manoeuvres, but when the bombs 
fell all around us we hid ourselves. 
We then went on to Anvers, and it 
must have been about 2 p.m. when a 
bomb hit us; the aeroplane was 
right above us and they kept on 
bombarding us. Two of our crew, 
both fathers of families, were 
killed and three more were wounded, 
and they still kept on bombing us, 
although they must have seen quite 
well that we were an Italian ship." 
(Postal Censorship, M.C.5,20/5/1940) .

British Air Activity.
Attack on Bergen by Skua3 of 
806 Sqdn. and Blenheims of 
254 Sqdn. (M. 09344/40).
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HOME COMMANDS (Contd.) 

Air (Contd.)
Enemy Air Activity.

2 unidentified aircraft reported in Ostend 
area at 0510/9. Air attack imminent. 
(Portsmouth 0551/9)

Activity by enemy a/c’s was more marked than for 
some days past. Throughout the day from an 
early hour there were reports of enemy a/c’s at 
different points off the S. and S.E. coasts.
Most of these flights appear to have been for 
reconnaissance, as no attacks on shipping took 
place. 2 D.0.18 were shot down by our a/c’s 
about 170 miles E. of Pifeness, and another is 
understood to have been shot down off Wick.
Enemy a/c’s were active off the Dutch coast at 
dusk and after dark.

from steep dive bombing more success 
at first appeared so that the Junker 
87 was the real menace at the moment 
He suggested that close attention sh 
be paid to the aerodromes from which 
aircraft of this type are operating.

Mining.
Proceeding to lay mines in vicinity of XKR 
58 53 tomorrow, Thursday. (R.A.(s) 0006/9) 
orders (R.A.(s )1319/9) R.D.10 cancelled 
R.A.(S) to NARWHAL 0003/9)

S.S. ALKAID. (Dutch) was bombed 2100/9 off the Maos Lt. V 
(I.C.0446/40)

Dive
Bombing.

At Staff meeting- 1000/9, Captain Brind reported enemy aircraft were o'dainine:

unexplained
explosions.

observed 2318/8 3 heavy explosions approx 
C.P.T.S. 5050 (AMAZONE 0103/9)
EXPRESS, ESK, INTREPID proceeding from 
Buchan Ness are laying mines close eastward 
of Zone A 2 tonight (R.A.(s) 1449/9)
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Thursday.

Operation PDopose leaving I aningham 0930/11
B.S.3* (PRINCESS VICTORIA) (The operation was

cancelled see

Tyne Mine in Tyne entrance not yet located
(P.O.I.C. Tyne 2136/9)

Magnetic Suspected in region of Wandelaar lightship
Mines following accident to Belgian fishing

vessel. (Reuter, Ostend, 2145/9)

Enemy Intelligence.
Unidentified Admiralty 0035/9, see U. Boat Campaign 
unit
M.T.B's Enemy high speed motor boats may be in your

vicinity (C. in C. Rosyth 0020/9 to 
EGRET, WHITLEY)Small enemy vessel transmitting, probably W. 
of 4° E (D.D.I.C. 2114/9). 0Frequent enemy signals in approx. 56 30' N
3°45' E (D.D.I.C.2227/9)

3 destroyers 
see BIRMINGHAM’S

Force] Qbearing 130° distance 6 miles 100 DK/Y3132
(A.L.1845/9) Enemy’s course our speed 100 
15 knots 3 destroyers (A/C1910/9)
A/C reports 3 destroyers 130 6miles DKJY 
3132 course 100° at 1845 (C. in C. Rosyth 
1934/9 to BIRMINGHAM) (A/C220 Sqdn., 1845/9)

4 Minelayers bearing 180° 6 miles. Position 080 M3ND
3 destroyers 1830 (A/C19UO/9)
1 t TbT" Am still in touch with enemy. No change in
- situation (A/C2005/9)
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Shipping.

ATHENE Norwegian tanker, now at Grangemouth, being 
taken over by Norwegian Mission with present 
cargo intact. Directions. (D.T.D.1654/9)

Ocean Convoys. Positions (D.C. 2119/9) (C. in C. W.A. 1507/9)
Paravanes. Merchant ships warned that owing to presence of 

underwater obstructions paravanes are not to 
be used when proceeding between the Downs and 
Dungeness. (D.T.D. 1739/9).

Miscellaneous.
Norwegian 
Vessels 
Building.

Requesting instructions regarding Norwegian 
destroyer DRAUG and Norwegian M.T.B’s building 
at Vosper. (C. in C. Portsmouth 1617/9).

Risk to 
D.C's from 
Splinters.

Your 1615/7, recommendation of action to be 
taken when ships subject to air attack (PELICAN). 
A general signal and C.A.F.O. modifying the 
orders for readiness of depth charges is being 
issued but T.N.T. charges can be detonated by 
high velocity splinters even when not primed.
To separate charges on deck sufficiently to 
avoid counter-mining is impracticable in ships 
carrying a large number of depth charges. 
(D.A/S.W. to C. in C. Nore, 1141/9).

HAGA sunk. Swedish (1296 tons) has been sunk probably 
through striking a mine. Four of the crew 
have been killed and the remainder picked up 
by a German submarine (Press).

Weather.
North Sea. 
(a) North of 

56° N.
wind. W, Moderate to fresh, strong locally. 
Weather. Occasional drizzle or rain. 
Visibility. Moderate to good.

(b) South of 
56° N.

Wind. Light and variable.
weather. Fine to cloudy, Coastal haze or fog. 
Visibility. Moderate but poor in fog.
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Horns Reef.

Channel.

W . Approache

Coast of 
Norway.

HOI/IE COMMANDS (Continued). 

weather (Continued).
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Wind. N.N.E., light. 
weather. Pine.
Visibility. Moderate in haze.
Wind. N.N.E., light to moderate. 
weather. Variable sky. Coastal haze.
Visibility. Moderate in haze; good otherwise.

s. Wind. N.E., light.
Weather. Pine.
Vlsicillty♦ Good.
wind. S. to S.w. fresh or strong, gale locally.
Weather. Overcast with rain and local fog. 
Visibility. Moderate or poort.
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

Home Commands.

AURORA. $ •>

KELLY. Torpedoed see Belgium anii vn-nV
PM.

SEAL. No further Information since she was seen by
Swedish patrol vessel about 1200/5 to west of 
Gothenburg Archipelago afloat and in tow of 
2 German naval trawlers heading S.W. (N.A. 
Stockholm 2004/9).

Unknown Sinking 40°0'N, 33°27'W. S.S.EXAMINER standing
Schooner. by (Valentia Radio 0013/9).
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Falklands.

Shipping
Clearances.

Positions.

Sabotage
Report.

Constanza
Restrictions.

Destroyers.

9. 5. hO.FOREIGN STATIONS. Thursday.
SOUTH ATLANTIC. I# ̂

At Staff Meeting 1000/9, D.N.A.D. in 
conjunction with Air Ministry was asked to 
investigate the supply of a reconnaissdnfce 
aircraft for use in Falkland Islands.

MEDITERRANEAN.
Your 1302/8, re not giving clearances to 
neutral ships bound for Dutch and Belgian 
ports. Understand this message cancels your 
1900/16/2 to C.in C. Med., allowing ships to 
pass through patrols. (C.C.S.0. Malta 1156/9)
Your 1156/9. No. My 1190/16/2 only refers to 
waiving guarantees to call. These ships 
still have to be examined and clearances must 
therefore only be given as far as Weymouth.
(D. E.W.D. 1916/9).
WARSPITE, WATERHEN, VOYAGER, VENDETTA in 
3I4.. N., 21. E., for Alexandria. (D.C. 0811/9).
Susak report German agent offered Master 
Yugoslavia ship £10,000 to explode bombs in 
cement cargo in Suez Canal. (S.0.I., Malta, 
1U35/9).Turkish General Staff informed Military 
Attache to-day that Germans through Italians 
have bribed captains of one Yugoslav and one 
Greek ship to sink themselves in Suez Canal. 
Turks state source of information good.
(N.A., Angora, 1011/9).
Commencing 8/5, Constanza Port closed to 
shipping between 1930 hours and 0500 hours 
and coloured lighthouses marking entrance 
will be extinguished. (Constanza, via Radio 
France, 20i+0/9)

D.O.D.(F) at Staff Meeting 1000/9 said that 
7000 troops would have to be embarked from 
France, but escorts could not be provided 
until WARSPITE reached Alexandria. The 
detaching of destroyers for escort duty 
would in turn immobilise the battleships.
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Shipping.

Air
Situation.

ST. BLAZEY.

Whale Ships.

IDA KNTJDSEN.

EAST INDIES.
Vessels diverted Aden for orders (C.in C.
E.I., 1251/9)

Your 0816/6. Agree that minelayers and 
submarines present biggest potential threats 
to shipping in present circumstances. No 
evidence, however, that these threats exist 
in Indian Ocean at present. In war with 
Italy, Red Sea is our most vulnerable point. 
We are very short of aircraft in Egypt, and 
on broad grounds it is considered that 
available air resources can be better 
employed in Egypt than in India if we are at 
war with Italy. For this reason, Nos.11 and 
39 Squadrons have been ordered to Aden and 
Egypt respectively. Not intended to move 60 
Sqdn. from India, but reserves of aircraft 
now in India must be regarded as primarily 
available to reinforce Egypt. In order to 
conserve these reserves Air Ministry have 
suggested limiting activities of 60 Sqdn. for 
the present. Admiralty agree. If raider or 
submarine activity spreads to Indian Ocean,
60 Sqdn. will be available as at present, and 
question of allocating reserves to it will be 
considered in light of situation at the time. 
203 Sqdn., Aden, now being re-equipped with 
long-nosed Blenheim aircraft. This together 
with redistributibn referred to above should 
improve your position as regards Red Sea. 
(D.O.D. (F), 1328/9).

AMERICA & WEST INDIES.
Your 1130/2 and 16kh/8» Approved to retain 
ST. BLAZEY for target-towing and general 
duties until SANDBOY practically repaired. 
(Hd. of M. 1322/9 to C. in C. A.W.I.)
LANCING and N.T.NIELSEN ALONSO to be advised 
to ignore all instructions sent them from 
Norway. (D. T. D. litI+4/9, to C. in C. A.W.I.)
Norwegian tanker, to proceed to Bermuda, 
covered for marine and war risks by British 
Govt. (D. of S. T. , 2236/9 to C.O.A.C. )
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Japanese 
Naval Visits.

Troops.

9. 5. kOFOREIGN STATIONS. Thursday.
CHINA.

Representing reaction to refusal for Japanese 
Training Sqdn. to visit British ports on 
grounds of inability to entertain them. 
Japanese cite case of Argentine Training Sqdn. 
visiting Capetovm and Colombo. Suggests that 
rule should be made either that no neutral 
naval forces enter British Naval ports in 
time of war, or (if it is not desired that 
Japanese should even visit Rangoon, Calcutta) 
that visit of Arge 
be cancelled. (Mr.
9).

AUSTRALIA.
Berth sailings arranged: STRATHEDEN leaving 
Sydney 22/5, 99 for Egypt, 731 for Marseilles. 
LARGS BAY leaving Sydney 28/5, 32 for Egypt, 
515 for Marseilles. Cover is being provided 
focal point Australian Station. Request 
adequate cover be provided on other stations 
(Australian C.N.B. 01+32 Z/9).
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APRIKA sunk CLARA 
HUGO STINNES sunk.

STORE SHIP TORPEDOED

CAPRI )
KURLAND )
SAAR

KONIGSBERG 

REGINA 

ROBERT LEY

RUDOLF ALBRECHT

MARITZA

. Home Commands. 183

It is reported that on 9/4 the Norwegian 
destroyer STSGG captured AFRIKA, (6503 
tons) and CLARA HUGO STINNES (5295 tons) 
and took them to Ulvik on Hardanger Fjord 
where they v/ere sunk later in order to 
prevent the Germans from recapturing 
them. The AFRIKA, which had a cargo of 
2000 tons of iron ore, was flying the 
Dutch flag and the CLARA HUGO STINNES, 
Danish colours. (N.O./C. Lerwick 1552/) )j
It is also reported that on May 5 a 
Norwegian submarine torpedoed a German 
store ship of about 2,000 tons near Sund 
in Soter, at the entrance to Bergen.
V/ere ordered by w/T tyb to load at DantzigJ
(I.C.0.446/40)

«

Reported she was arriving at Landsort 
0500/9 (I.C.0.446/40)
Was ordered at 0921/9 to proceed to 
Landsort (I.C.0.446/40).
Reported she would arrive Riga 0500/9 
(I.C.0.446/40).
(Reported sunk in Skagerrak night 12/13 
April). Press reports that Berlin has 
denied she was sunk.

North Atlantic.
Tanker, left Ponta Delgada, Azores, 2100/ 
8. Description. (D.D.I.C.1332/9).

Mediterranean.
Arrived Sibetiens 6/5 to load 5,000 tons 
bauxite for Trieste. (N.A. Belgrade, 
1415/9)

INGO
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Expected Bruat 9/5 (IT.A. Belgrade, 1415/
9)
Small German vessel at Constanza was 
found to have secret W/T transmitter, 
existence of which had "been denied. 
Vessel has "been prohibited from sailing 
for Varna (I.C„0.446/40).
(1773 tons) is reported as being 
strengthened in dock at Constanza for 
offensive and defensive armament. She 
is the third German vessel to have had 
"repairs” effected there since the war 
(I.C.0.446/40).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

By D/F, unidentified enemy unit 54° 35*
N. 2° 10* E., unreliable fix, probable 
U-boat. (D.D.1.0.0035/9). Two 
corvettes to be sent to investigate 
and see if fishing trawlers are intact. 
(C. inC. Nore,0204/9 to F.0.I.C. Humber)
By A/C 56° 35* N. 2° 30’ E. (I.0.0.446/

40)

Estimated dispositions. (D.D.I.C. 1259/9).
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Situation Report 
Invasion of one Low Countries.

News was received at 5.20 a.m. that Holland had been 
invaded, and at 6.25 a.m. that Belgium and Luxemburg had also 
been attacked. The Germans have mined Dutch and Belgium ports 
with magnetic mines. The lock gates at Calais were damaged by 
a bomb. The first attacks were made on aerodromes not on the 
line: French aerodromes were bombed, preventing fighters from
taking off. Three British flying fields were bombed without damage.

The prearranged operations have been put in train.
These comprise operations "Lyster", XD, FA and CBX. BIRMINGHAM, 
GALATEA, ARETHUSA and a force of destroyers are to come under 
the orders of C.in C. Nore for work on the Dutch coast after 
escorting damaged KELLY to Rosyth.

Arrangements have been made for mutual recognition of 
British and Dutch Naval forces.

VALENTINE and WINCHESTER, A/A destroyers sailed from 
Dover 1600/10 for Dunkirk to provide A/A protection to the 
Belgian Army. WESTMINSTER and VIMIERA are to follow.

A broadcast was made on behalf of the Dutch and Belgian 
Governments ordering Dutch and Belgian shi s not to proceed to 
Dutch and Belgian or German ports.

sC.3.2. in GALATEA with ARETHtJ^, KEITH and BOREAS 
arrived at Ymuiden at dusk 10/5 to escort 3 merchant ships with 
bullion to Southend. '9^ f j.2>r

Small bodies of Germans landed by air on the beach 
North and South of the Hague were successfully attacked by our 
aircraft. Minesweeping Wellingtons operated off Ymuiden without 
result. 11 German aircraft were seen crashed on the beach south 
of where the Amsterdam Canal runs into the sea.

Parachute troops were dropped daring the day in small 
parties at many points near the Dutch coast. Troop carrying 
aircraft landed on the beach at Schevaningen and near WaSsenaar.

There was considerable activity by German aircraft 
laying parachute mines at various points off the Dutch and 
Belgian coasts and in the Dutch waterways.

German parachute troops disguised in Dutch and British 
uniforms landed and seized the Dutch aerodromes at Yettenburg 
and Kykduin. About 1200 parachute troops landed and captured 
,/aalhaven aerodrome near Rotterdam.

It has been reported in the Press that some 70 aircraft 
were shot down over Holland and Belgium during the day.

,/HITSHED engaged in operations off Ymuiden was 
subjected to persistent air attack during the afternoon and 
suffered slight damage and several casualties. It is claimed 
that one or possibly 2 enemy aircraft were shot down.



Narvik Area.
—> PENELOPE postponed her sailing for the U.K. last night 

on account of weather. She sailed at 2300/11* The operations 
planned for tonight, has had to be postponed on account of bad 
wedher.

Strong naval forces were off Ballangen, near Narvik 
at 1000/10.

Mos.ioen, Bodo, Mo*
2 fast coastal steamers and one identified as s.s.

NORD NORGE, carrying 400 troops, were sighted at 1000/10 about 
50 miles S.Yv'. of Mosjoen, proceeding North. CALCUTTA and 
ZULU were sent to destroy them. At 9 p.m. CALCUTTA reported that 
NORD NORGE was lying alongside the pier at Mo, sunk. CALCUTTA 

r-^-and ZULU returned to Skjel Fjord to escort PENELOPE.

Iceland (operation
BERWICK arrived at Reykjavik at 0500/10. She landed 

her troops and stores and left at 1900 with GLASGOW, FEARLESS, 
and FORTUNE, GLASGOW is bringing the German Consular Staff and 
about 20 prisoners. Two Swedish and one Danish ships were 

boarded; the two former are being sailed to Kirkwall, the latter 
to the Clyde.

GUARDIAN has left to lay nets off the coast.

Energy Air Activity. (See also Invasion of the Low Countries).
There was intense activity by enemy aircraft throughout 

the day, for the most part connected with the operations 
developing in Belgium and Holland.

KELLY in tow of BULLDOG was persistently attacked by 
enemy bombers throughout the afternoon in a position about 
190 miles by N. from May Island, but without success. Enemy 
aircraft also shadowed MANCHESTER and SHEFFIELD covering KELLY.

Enemy aircraft were active off the English and 
Scottish coasts between 0330/10 and 0530/10. %

No attacks were made on shipping, although aircraft 
approached convoys off the coast. ^nemy aircraft are reported 
to have dropped incendiary .bombs at Chilham near Canterbury 
during the course of a flight over the Kent coast.

Italy.
It is rumoured that 75,000 Italian troops are 

concentrated in the South of Italy for embarkation. (MSM).
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Suez Canal.
'̂ ith refer-, nee to reports yesterday of German plan 

to sink a ship loaded with cement in the Suez Canal, local 
defence plans are in force (MSM).

Danube.
A Press report from Belgrade states that German shipping 

firms have been ordered to stop German oil tankers from going down 
the Danube.

Miscellaneous.
Hilversum at 1946/10 broadcast states that telephone 

connunication between Germany and Hungary is cut.
N.Q.I.C. Siinonstov/n reports that the Italian s.s. 

DUCHESSA D*AOSTA has requested quick clearance from Simonstown 
and has cancelled the cargo she was due to embark at Durban.

Goman ships in Dutch East and Jest Indies.
There arel9 German ships of 118,866 tons in the Dutch 

East Indies and 9 in the Dutch West Indies and Guiana. At 
Aruba the ANTILLA (4400 tons) scuttled herself and salvage is 
considered impossible. At Curacha, the masters of all the 7 
German ships in port have been captured and the crews iiferned: 
two of the ships, PATRICIA (3980 tons) and ALEMAKIA (1383 tons) 
were set on fire by their crews, but the fires were later 
extinguished; and a third ship, the HENRY HORN (3160 tons) made 
an unsuccessful attempt to scuttle herself. At Paramaribo,
Dutch Guiana, the GOSLAR (6040 tons) is reported scuttled.

In the Dutch East Indies the position is not yet clear. 
The Governor General, N.E.I. informed Singapore that steps had 
been taken to "intern" all German ships in N.E.I. ports and 
Allied ships were expected to continue to respect N.E.I. 
territorial waters. Up to 1500/10 messages were being intercepted 
from Batavia instructing Dutch merchant ships not to call at 
British or French ports. C.in C. China has not received 
confirmation that German ships have been seized.
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Policy.
Holland and Belgium were invaded by 

Germany early this morning. All operational 
commands should be prepared in all respects to 
act in accordance with situation and prearranged 
plans and to take offensive action. Full 
security measures against possibility of air 
attack should be taken by all commands.
(Air Min.0717/10).
Germany has invaded Holland (D.C.0557/10,
Admty General message 111A).
Admty letter NL/TD 2014/40. Make all preparations*!

.G.n .0.1007/10 to Gs in C and F.O's home commands).

Threatened Attack on Thames.
Summary of an anonymous letter by an 

alleged advance German agent threatening enemy 
bomber attack on Thames Estuary from Southend 
Pier to Leigh with parachute troops. (D.N.I. 
1833/10). This seems not improbable, for 
following reasons:

(a) Our warships' defence is very weak.
(b) 2100 is 1 hour before low water on

Maplin Sanids.
(c) 2100 is good hour to attack Thames

because unlighted channels would 
prevent naval reinforcements from 
coming till daylight. (C.in G. IT ore, 
1940/10).

Information from Norway shows that 
German parachute troops when descending hold 
their arms above their heads as if surrendering , 
the parachutists, ..owever, nola$ a grenade in each 
hand. These are thrown at anyone attempting to 
obstruct the landing. To counter this strategem 
parachutists if they exceed six in number are to 
be treated as hostile and if possible shot in the 
air. The largest crew carried in any British 
bomber is six persons. (Air Ministry 2015/10 
to all Commands).

Precautions to be taken at aerodromes 
(Air Min.1415/10).
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Rosyth
M.T.B’s

KELLY,
orders
to BIRMINGHAM. 

KELLY
Air protection.
KIMBERLEY
Orders.

10.5.40.
Friday.

H 0 M E C O M M A N D S  
Movement s.

Raise steam and proceed as soon as ready with all 
convenient despatch to Rosyth (O.in G. H.F.1040/10, 1116/10).

My present intention to send all available 
destroyers of 1st, 5th and 7th Flotillas to join 
Nore Command as soon as they can be released from 
their present duties. R.A.D., H.F. to arrange 
accordingly. Request C«in C., Nore, to release 
destroyers of 2nd, 4th and 8th Flotillas now under 
his orders as reliefs join. (C.in G. H.F., 1910/10).
See also Narvik.
In order to provide additional forces for 
southern part of North Sea at what is likely to 
be critical time request you will consider 
reducing ARK ROYAL screen by two, detaching 
ZULU and CALCUTTA from PENELOPE as soon as 
PENELOPE is well clear of land, and ordering 
SOMALI, ESCORT and .VOLVERINE to return to Scapa 
immediatefer on arrival leaving transports to 
return unescorted. Request inform me how many 
destroyers you ran release to south by this or 
other means. (1st S.L.2311/10).
Positions 0600/11 (V.A.S.1909/10) (D.C.2312/10).
Movements for tonight. (C.in C. Rosyth 2134/10).
Cancel my 0914/10 (Movements of M.T.B’s escorted 
by a corvette) (F.O. Harwich 1832/10).

Operations.
Low Countries.

(C.S.2 and BIRMINGHAM^
Holland invaded.
Leave 2 destroyers in addition to BULLDOG with 
KELLY. Proceed v/ith remainder of your force 
towards Terschelling at maximum speed (D.O.D.(H) 
0616/10 to BIRMINGHAM)•
Battle .flight- 3 Hudsons leavesLeuchars 0230 
(C.in C. Rosyth 0036/10 to C.in G. Rosyth).
On completion of fuelling proceed to Huaber v/ith 
moderate despatch (C.in C. Rosyth 0045/10 to 
KIMBERLEY).

81



Y/ar Diary 10.5.40.
Friday.

■ i s j o  ^ n d s 1.91
Operations 
Low Countries.

Operation FA (Dunkerque) cKol-te./»r i* ‘J J  f  st
T*n)qiei>^ U -V tT .'y

Open envelope FA (D.O.D. 0619/10 to WESTMINSTER, 
VALENTINE, VIMIERA, WINCHESTER. Proceed to Dover 
with all despatch. (C.in O.Rosyth 0553/10 to 
./EST MINSTER, VALENTINE, VIMIERA) Ships named 
in above signal are proceeding to Dunkerque 
calling at Dover to commence operation'FA (Adty. 
0638/10 to Air Ministry H.Q.C.C.)
Ships named in above signal have been ordered to 
Dover with all despatch. Continue normal duty 
with your convoys (C.in C. Rosyth 0743/10 to 
LONDONDERRY, WESTON, VIVIEN, BREDA) VIMIERA 
sailed (F.O.I.C.Tyne 0900/10). Expect to arrive 
1230 (WINCHESTER 0932/10 to F.O.G.Dover).
VALE TINE arrived Dover 1142/10 (A.A.Dover 1146/10) 
VIMIERA ex|)ected time of arrival Dover 1945 
(VIMIERA 1531/10 Arrived 2030 (Chatham 2035/10). 
WINCHESTER, VALENTINE left for Dunkirk 1600 
(V.A. Dover 1604/10).

Operation CBX (Minelaying)
(EXPRESS, ESK, INTREPID, PRINCESS VICTORIA).

for operation CBX. D.20 act as escort. Further 
signal will be made as to position in which 
mines should be laid (D.O.D.(H) 0739/10).

by PRINCESS VICTORIA escorted by 3 destroyers 
and will be referred to as operation CBX. Warn 
Dutch coastal batteries (D.O.D.(H) 0848/ldto 
IT.A. Hague).

PRINCESS VICTORIA). Re. A.L. M/PD08382/40. 
Minelaying operation C.B. will be carried out 
tonight 10/5 and will be referred to as CBT.
Mines will be laid in area bounded by 52°40’N. 52° 
30’N. 4°10*E. and Dutch coast (D.O.D.(H) 0925/10, 
R.A.(S) 1109/10 to submarin es on patrol)
PRINCESS VICTORIA left Humber 0925/10 with 
Y/IDGEON, S.iEARV/ATER, 9- 'FIN (F.O. Humber 0936/10).
When D.20 has taken over escort corvettes are to 
proceed to Harwich (C.in C. Nore 1002/10). 
Informing WHITSHED of PRINCESS VICTORIA’S 
operations (V.a .Dover 1937/10).
PRINCESS VICTORIA and 3 destroyers pass through 
position 146° Smiths Knoll, 5 miles at 1600 today 
10/5, course 096 °, speed 16 knots. Force is 
expected to leave Dutch coast at approx. 2145 and 
return by same route. (D.D.O.D.(M),1358/10).

D.20 to escort. PRINCESS VICTORIA is to sail as soon as possible

Positions of 
mines.

Operation CBX mines are to be laid in direction 
280° from 52°32'N. 4°30'E. (D.O.D.(H) 0856/10 to
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Code words.

FL0RENTIN0 
THAI 7 SEAS 
PAGIFICO 
BORODINO 
ATLA1ITI0 GUIDE

Operations.
Low Countries.

Operation CBX. (Contd.)
Your 1107/10, request for Smiths Knoll to continue 
at full brilliance from 0130/11 for 1 hour. 
Authorities informed, lights arranged. (D.D.O.D.(M) 
1608/10).
Operation GBX completed (PRINCESS VICTORIA 2140/10).

"Liys/e-r .
Operation (Blocking)

Prepare to carry out operations EF and DF.
Forces D & E are to be brought to immediate notice 
(D.O.D.0610/10, 0825/10 to C.in C. Nore).
Operation is being trought to immediate notice
(D.O.D.0613/10 to Air Min.)
Operation is being brought to short notice.
Army signal units should proceed to Sheerness 
(D.C.0644/10 to W.O.)
Operation DF Olive
Operation EF Robin

(D.C.1118/10).
Bring EF and DF to immediate notice (C.in C.Nore 
0601/10).
Keep steam at 2 hours notice, coming to 
notice by 0800/10 (D.O.D. 1235/10).

Operation XD (Demolition parties).
Prepare to carry out operation XD (D.O.D.0600/10 
to C.in C.Nore).
Forces for operation XD are assembling. R.E. 
detachments should arrive Dover not later than 
1000 (D.C.D.0617/10 to War Office).
My 0606/10 ships are detailed as follows:- 
Party A WHITSHED, Party B WILD SWAN,
Party C, VERITY, Party D BRILLIANT.

(Adpy. 0637/10 to V.A. Dover)
My 0606/10. Detachments are to be embarked 

(D.O.D.0807/10 to V.A. Dover).
My 0606/10. Forces are to be sailed forthwith 

(D.O.D.(H) 1120/10 to V.A. Dover).
Your enquiry re Flushing. Oostgat clear, but 
Wielingen Channel mined by Dutch up to limits
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Operations 

Low Countries.
Operation XD (Demolition parties).

of territorial waters. Make Wandelaar Light and 
proceed to Wielingen Light for pilot. If no 
pilot, return and enter Flushing by Schooneveld 
and Oostgat. (D.N.I., to V.A., Dover, 0957/10).
Situation ashore at Ymuiden and Hook of Holland 
obscure. German troons may be in vicinity. 
Approach with caution (v.A. Dover 1720/10 to 
WHITSHED, WILD SWAN).
Parties landed. Certain amount of aircraft 
activity from fighters and reconnaissance machines. 
No bombing locally. Northern side of channel is 
reported to be blocked by magnetic mines.
Parachute troops landed in vicinity. (WILD SWAN, 
1752/10).
Dutch Foreign Minister states large amount of gold 
at Rotterdam, estimated weight 36 tons. Essential 
to get gold away tonight. Make all arrangements in 
cooperation with local authorities. Gold to be 
loaded in merchant ships or WILD SWAN as convenient. 
(D.G.D.(H) to WILD SWAN, 1831/10).
WIVERN arrives Hook at daybreak Y/ith Military 
Mission. Request for assistance from Dutch 
authorities against enemy landing by air at 
Waalhaven should be complied with by one or both 
destroyers as you think fit. (V.A. Dover, to 
WILD SWAN, 2136/10).

may be lost. Steering gear apparently damaged, two 
holes. Demolition party now ashore. Town and 
district in friendly Dutch hands. Reception 
cordial. Local attitude confident. Reported 70 
aircraft destroyed today. Military situation 
improving and aerodrome being recaptured from 
parachute troops. G.O. of landing party does not 
expect action for some time so intend returning 
Dover now. (WHITSHED, 1940/10).

/ 2 destroyers in addition to those employed on
Operation XD are being sent Hook of Holland to 
co-operate in Dutch defence. (D.S.D.9, 2004/10, 
to N.A. Hague).
2 destroyers in addition to those carrying out 
operation XD are to proceed to Hook of Holland 
and get in touch with Dutch officers with a view 
to cooperation with Dutch defence (D.O.D.(F) 2012/10 
to C.in C. Nore).

WHITSHED 
Report.

Subject to heavy persistent air at'cack off Ymuiden 
Tv/o dead, some wounded, several blown overboard

i (l+r/Zi -v (u?0 fl', *
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Calais dock 
damaged.

Wearing of 
2 or 3 White 
Ensigns.

Belgium 
Luxembourg
Dutch and 
Belgian ports.

Shipping.

o ... h jc:: .. .. p s
Operations

Low Countries.
Operation XD.

WIVERN left for Hook of Holland, MALCOLM for 
North Goodwin Patrol (V.A. Dover 2035/10).
Arrange pilots for 4 trawlers and 2 drifters 
arriving a.m./ll (C.in C. Nore 2307/10 to VERITY). 
If fuel permits send two destroyers to enter 
Hook of Holland at daylight and co-operate 
defensive action with WILD SWAN and local 
authorities. (C.in C., Nore 2132/10, to 
BIRMINGHAM)•

10.5.40.
'iridci y

General.
Dock gates at Calais extensively damaged (by a bomb) 
No«l Train Perry immobilised in basin. Useless 
to sail train ferries to Calais. (V.A.Dover 
0625/10).
Inform Dutch authorities that forces from Nore 
Command will fly 2 or 3 White Ensigns during 
first 48 hours on Dutch coast when within range 
of Dutch £orts or warships. GALATEA, ARETHUSA, 
BIRMINGHAM may be off coast but will keep out of 
range of forts if possible. Giving numbers painted 
on our destroyers operating off coast (C.in C.
Nore 0640/10, D.C.0829/10).
Attacked (D.C.0648/10).

Reported to have been mined by the Germans with 
magnetic mines, but Ymuiden is known to be clear 
(M.S.M.).
All British and Norwegian ships in Dutch and 
Belgian ports are to be sailed to United Kingdom 
as soon as possible. Too much attention should 
not be paid to reports qf enemy minelaying.
(D.T.D.0952/10) . (jP Zc>y

Reported that South Shore of the Maas is in the 
hands of the enemy. (V.A.Dover 1421/10).
French Military H.4. report German parachute troops 
have landed at 0730 north of the Hague near beach 
of Katwijk and 100 aircraft are supposed to have 
landed. (D.D.I.C.1452/10).
p.0. telegram from The Hague. According to advice 
of my Military Attache, if the Germans continue 
to land troops at the present' rate the Hague will 
soon be in German Hands. (D.D.I.C., 1453/10).
p.0. telegram from The Hague. The Dutch Govt, 
are most indignant at the German assertion that 
they have occupied the Hague and say that they have 
the situation well in hand. They say, however, we 
must bomb the aerodrome at Rotterdam. (D.D.I.C. 
1515/10).
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General.

Following from French General H.y. The Germans 
have landed from the sea near Wassewaar (betY/een 
Schevdnin^en and Katwijk-Aan-Zee) Information 
considered reliable. (D.D.I.C., 1602/10).
Following from W.O. Dutch are insistent we must 
bomb Waalhaven and Ypenburg aerodromes. Germans 
continually dropping parachute troops there.
N.A. Hague.*' insistent action should be taken as 
early as possible, as it is vital these landings 
be stopped. (D.D.I.C., 1603/10).
One destroyer arriving from Portsmouth is to be 
available to convey British Military Mission to 
Hook of Holland. Military Mission expects to 
arrive Dover by bus about 1630. Request you 
will issue sailing orders and sail destroyer as 
soon as possible after Mission arrives. (D.G.D.(H) 
1326/10, to V.A., Dover).
Foreign Office report from Sir L.Oliphant that 
he was making arrangements for the evacuation of 
British subjects in Belgium to Ostend. Hoped to 
arrange that the British subjects should be taken 
off in one of the Belgian ships. If this not 
possible, he might have to ask us to send a ship 
to Ostend for them. (D.I.O., 1400/10).
Admty. 1400. Can one of your destroyers he made 
available for this on completion of XD ?.
(C.in C., Nore, 1729/10, to V.A. Dover).
Your 1729. A destroyer will be sent if request 
is made. (V.A.Dover, 2015/10, to C.in C. Nore). 
Send one destroyer (C.in C.Nore 2047/10 to 
BIRMINGHAM.)
Request you will send one destroyer to Portsmouth 
for escort duty with military convoys. Expected 
this destroyer could return to your couiraand in a 
few days. (D.O.D.(H), 1444/10, to C.in C. U.A.) 
Adinty's 1444/10. » Request you will send a 
destroyer to arrive at Spithead by 2000 tomorrow 
11th for escort of military convoys. (C.in C. 
Portsmouth, 1723/10, to C.in C., W.A.)
War Office states Belgian Govt, requested via 
Belgian M.A. no British landings without previous 
notification to Belgian Govt, as they thought 
Germans might land in British uniforms.
(D.D.I.C., 1401/10).
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(BIRMINGmiw, 2159/10).
Scheldt

Apparently A/A fire also coining from shore 
batteries ends. (Air Min.1904/10).
Dutch General Staff appear satisfied with situation 
except that we have not bombed Waalhaven aerodrome. 
Omier aerodromes again in Dutch hands. Fighting 
round Delft proceeding satisfactorily. Situation 
round Hague much better. Hope entertained of 
aealing with Rotterdam satisfactorily but heavy 
bombing of river outside Rotterdam and Germans 
still dropping parachutists at Waalhaven. Front 
.̂j.ne holding out well but position at Apeldorn a 
bit tender. One Dutch t.b.d. sunk near 
Rotterdam. (N.A. Hague, 2020/10).

telephone message from N.A. Hague, on situatior, (f.O.R. about 1630/10).
Ditto, reed. 1800/10.
Dutch ask that British warships should from Hew 
Water-way bombard Waalhaven aerodrome, now in 
German hands. Dutch destroyers doing this, one damaged. (N*A. Hague, 2105/10)

Dutch Naval Forces.
Dutch s/ms. and destroyers in twjo and under own 
steam proceeding Rotterdam and Flushing to the 
Downs tonight. (F.O.I.C. Dover, 2340/10).
Dutch Naval Attache reports, tonight after dark, 
accompanied by guardship, submarines 0.21 and 0.22 
and destroyer ISAAC SWEERS will be towed from 
Flushing, submarines 0.23 and 0.24 under own 
power, and destroyers TJERK HIDDES and^LLENBURG* 
and submarine 0.25 towed from Rotterdam, all 
proceeding to Downs. (D.C.2247/10).
Believed distribution of Dutch men-of-war prior 
to outbreak of war. (D.l.. 1.1936/10).

Operations - General.
DM19 Cancelled. HAMPTON proceed to Portsmouth forthwith 

(V.A.Dover 0646/10 to HAMPTON, MS6, D19).
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Operations (Contd.)

■4 < rj
First air escort to return from KELLY reports 
her down by bow and listed to starboard with 
starboard forecastle rails av/ash but being 
towed bows first. Aircraft left KELLY at 0710 
in DKGX 5605, BULLDOG gave course and speed of 
tow 250° 5 knots. 2 enemy aircraft were sighted 
and driven off (C.in C. Rosyth 1032/10).Dutch Coast.
Reduce to moderate despatch and steer for 53° 
30’N.3°0’E. (G.in G. Nore 1126/10 to BIRMINGHAM)
No need to hurry at present (C.in C. Nore 1447/10). 
Fly 2 White Ensigns when in submarine areas or 
in sight of Allied warships. You may be needed 
on Dutch coast during dark hours tonight returning 
Humber after any necessary action. Bend to -Humber 
to refuel now any destroyers that.are too short 
of fuel (G.in C. Nore 1137/10 to BIRMINGHAM). 
BIRMINGHAM and 8 destroyers probably in vicinity 
Terschelling L.V. own forces must be expected in 
vicinity of Dutch coast (R.A.(S) 1141/10 to 
submarines on patrol).
GALATEA, ARETHUSA to be off Ymuiden at dusk to 

.. escort to Southend ships with large consignment 
of gold (C.in G. Nore 1326/10 to G.S.2). Informing 
,v HIT SHED (N.O.I.C. Dover 1850/10).
Be ready at dawn to cover retirement of PRINCESS 
VICTORIA and escort from 47Q2 to Humber (C.in G. 
Nore 1512/10 to BIRMINGHAM).
FURY proceed Humber to fuel (HOSTILE 1550/10)

> KELLY and escort being bombed. No fighters.
DKTS 2747. (C.S.18 1550/10).
Request your position course and speed forthwith 
in order that ba&tle flight may find you.
(C.in C. Rosyth 1634/10 to G.S.18). Repeating 
Position course and speed DKTS 3034 260°*3 knots. 
(C.S.18 1653/10). Repeating position course 
and speed. No battle flight yet arrived. Have 
been bombed and now being shadowed (G.S.18 
1713/10).
Enemy aircraft landing troops on beach at 
Scheveningen. Proceed with all despatch to 

. bombard any aircraft seen there (C.in C.Nore 
1640/10*to BIRMINGHAM) Your 1747 (telling her 
to report situation) cannot reach coast before 
dark. 5 destroyers with me all must fuel 11/5.
My D.G. not effective against new magnetic mines 
(BIRMINGHAM 2010/10 to C.in C. Nore).
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Querat ions 
Dutch coast.

G.S.18 KELLY Your position was DKTS 4930 second class by
cross bearings at 1752* Aircraft instructed 
to search these if they fail to locate you in DKTS 
3034. (C.in C. Rosyth to C.S.18 1810/10).
3 Hudsons now arrived. Request continuous 
fighter protection from daylight tomorrow Saturday. (G.S.18, 1815/10).

War Diary 10.5.40
Friday.

198

Bottom has been blown out of both boiler rooms of 
KELLY and patches would be difficult. (G.S.18 2033/10).

■.>BIRI.iINGHAM Your 1756, cancel my 1640 (orders to proceed to
Scheveningen) Remain to N.W. submarines in area (G.in C.Nore 1935/10).

WHITLEY
VIVIEN.

Identification

>

Gold to be 
moved.

Cancel my 1146/10. Proceed to arrive position 
Y early daylight then with all despatch to 
Sheerness where you will come under orders of
G.in C.Nore (G.in C. Rosyth 1814/10).
of British destroyers approaching Dutch coast 
(Adty.0829/10, G.in C. Nore 0911/10).
Proceed to Humber with destroyers not detailed for 
other duties arriving in daylight hours (G.in G. 
Nore 2241 to BIRMINGHAM)•
Before leav ng port report estimated position 
course speed at 0400 in order that air escort may 
be provided (G.in G. Nore 2318/10 to G.S.2.)
Large quantity of Dutch gold is being onbarked in 
Dutch ships at Ymuiden and should be ready to sail 
about 2000/10. Cruiser and destroyer escort will 
be off Ymuiden at dusk but will not enter. Ensure 
gold sails tonight. (D.O.D.(H) 1324/10 to 
WHITSHED).
Asking him to arrange for cruiser and destroyer 
escort for gold (D.O.D.(H) 1336/10 to G.in C.Nore).

Destroyers Ships addressed are placed under orders of
from V/.A. G.in C. Nore, and except H.M.S. VENETIA are to

proceed to Dover with all despatch, fuelling at 
Plymouth en route. (A.C.W.A.1953/10 to H.M.S.VIMY,
H.M.S. WESSEX, H.M.S. VIVACIOUS, H.M.S. WINDSOR,
H.M.S. WALPOLE, H.N.S. VESPER, H.M.S. TENETIA,
H.M.S. VERSATILE.



Jar Diary.
10.5.40.
Friday.

BULLDOG-
KELLY
situation.

MANCHESTER 
SHEFFIELD to 
cover KELLY.
BIRMINGHAM'S 
force to 
cover KELLY.

GALLANT and 
destroyers to 
assist KELLY.

Maximum air 
escort asked 
for.
BULLDOG sinks 
M.T.B.

KELLY, extent 
of damage.
Re-escorts.

— ------------------------------------------- ------------------>

KEITH, BOREAS 
to join.

> BIRMINGHAM'S 
force under 
C.in C.Nore.

H O M E  C O  M M A N D 3
Operations (contd.)

Report situation and ships in company 
(BIRMINGHAM 0050/10 to BULLDOG) KELLY in tow.
Am proceeding 7 knots course (2212°) no one in 
company (BULLDOG 0100/10).
As soon as ready proceed with MANCHESTER and 
SHEFFIELD to assist to cover withdrawal of KELLY 
vide my 0104 (C.in C. H.F.0103/10 to F.0.C.18 C.S.)
Unless in contact with enemy concentrate all your 
force and cover withdrawal of KELLY in tow of 
BULLDOG towards Rosyth. Position of KELLY at 
2347 was 56°47*N. 5°9'E. (C.in C. H.F. 0104/10
to BIRMINGHAM, FURY).
My position course speed 215 MBOX 26 - 082 - 28 
knots. Am going to assist KELLY and BULLDOG 
(KANDAHAR 0055/10).
Proceed to KELLY's assistance. Position. 
(BIRMINGHAM 0128/10 to GALLANT, MOHAWK, HAVOCK, 
JANUS, FURY, HYPERION.)
What is state of KELLY ? (BIRMINGHAM 0135/10 to -i
BULLDOG).
My 0035/10. Please amend air escort to provide 
maximum air protection for KELLY (C.in C. H.F. 
0122/10, 0125/10 to C.in C. Rosyth).
One M.T.B sank after ramming me at 2345/9 only 
superficial damage bulkhead watertight (BULLDOG 
0209/10).
KELLY states boiler room and lower mess deck 
flooded (BULLDOG 0250/10 to BIRMINGHAM).
Consider constant really effective fighter 
protection for KELLY essential and increased 
surface support desirable if further damage is to 
be avoided. Can this be sent please?(BIRMINGHAM 
0255/10 to C.in C. H.F.). Your 0255/10 
MANCHESTER and SHEFFIELD sailed 0245. Hudsons 
have been sent (C.in C. H.F. 0423/10 to 
EIRM .GUAM) .
Expect Battle Flight 3 Blenheims about 0600 
(C.in C. Rosyth 0506/10 to BULLDOG).
KEITH and BOREAS join C.S.2. at the Nore with 
despatch (F.O.C.Dover 0801/10 to (D) 19, D.D.O.D. 
0808/10 to V.A.Dover). They left at 0840 
(F.O.C. Dover 0840/10).
My 0616/10 BIRMINGHAM and accompanying destroyers 
are placed under your orders (D.O.D.(H) 0926/10 to 
C.in C. Nore).

199
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Operations.

Narvik Area.
Disembarkation at Bodo completed. 
Am sailing with transport.
(NUBIAN 0200/10).

Narvik.
Arrived (P.0. Narvik 170C/10).
Your 0928/10. Should work from Rosyth. 
(B.O.D.(fi) 1026/10 to C. in C. H.F).
In view of new situation have postponed 
embarking 263 Gladiators Sqdn. now waiting 
Prestwick until further instructions are 
received. (FURIOUS, lOlC/lo) Your 1010/10. 
Gladiator Sqdn. is to be embarked as soon 
as possible. (V.C.N.S. 1530/10)
Operation intended for tonight, Friday, 
has had to be postponed 24 hours owing 
to weather, which caused one M.L.C. carrying 
tank to founder, personnel saved. (P.O., 
Narvik, 0915/10).
Your 1229/9. Intend to pass through position 
70.45‘N., 21.00fW., at 1800. Request A/S 
escort may join me there. Request information 
whether any of our own forces now at Tromso. 
(P.O.C., 1 CjS., 0817/10.
Your 1655/9 and my 1945/9. Subject to 
confirmation from P.0. Narvik that Convoy can be 
received request Convoy N.S.3 may be sailed so 
that REDCAR and ACRITY can R.V. and proceed in 
company.
(C. in C. H.F. 1054/10 to C. in C. Rosyth).

Your 2115/9. Do you want MANCHESTER and 
SHEFFIELD to wor±c from Rosyth or further south. 
If so I can send YORa but this means sending 
up reserve of 8 inch ammunition. (C. in C. H.P. 
0926/10 to Admiralty.)
Asking for crew to be sent for captured German 
Trawler MARGARET which will be commissioned 
as despatch vessel (R.a . Narvik 0702/10).
wESTCOTT, VOLUNTEER join DEVONSHIRE 
70°45'N., 21°0’E at 1800/10. Complete with oil 
fuel at Tromso. No other force Tromso 
(F.0. Narvik 1122/10).
Request Norwegian sea pilots may accompany 
Course of Convoys to Norway (R.A. Narvik 1336/10)
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Operations (Continued).

Narvik Area (Continued).

Proceed to Lavang Fiord 68°33’N., 16°35*E. 
oy Tjeldsunder (P.O. Narvik 1401/10 to C.S.20. 
Repeated RESOLUTION).

PROTECTOR. Has had to be used for troop movements, and no
nets have been laid. (R.a . Narvik, 0701/10) 
PROTECTOR is urgently required in Mediterranean 
and should be sailed for Rosyth without further 
delay after laying nets (D.O.D. (H) 2013/10).

( Enemy Troops.

j ZULU.

Operation
' • R I!h0̂

Landing pier.

CALCUTTA 
Operation 
Transport 
Sunk.

2 fast coastal steamers and 1 other carrying 
troops under air escort reported 225 degs. 
Mosjoen 70 and 45 miles respectively going 
north at 1000/10. Rendezvous and endeavour 
to intercept. (P.0. Narvik, to CALCUTTA, ZULU, 
1155/10).
Proceed towards My^en Light at present speed. 
If nothing sighted R.V. 158° DRIP 10 at 1700 
(CALCUTTA 1408/10).
Two Sub-Lieutenants, R.N.N. to be attached 
P.A.A. for liaison duties. (Fifth Sea Lord, 
1939/10)
My 1820/6, Operation Bishop, ranks and ratings 
detailed to sail in MANELA on lo/5 may be granted 
leave, subject to immediate recall, up to 
p.m.15/5. (D.N.^.D. 1334/10).
My 1939/6, para. 9. Reserves consist of 
3 walrus and 3 Swordfish floatplanes.
Arrangements for shipment will be signalled 
later. (B.N.A.D. 1643/10).
Reference Admiralty 2123/9 Paragraph 2 (c). 
Arrangements should be made for loading pier and 
craft mentioned. In addition for four horse 
boats for Scapa 10 with moorings should be 
made available at Southampton to meet 
requirements for Narvik which will be signalled. 
(D. of L.D. 1455/10 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
At lOOO/lO, 2 fast coastal steamers and a third 
steamer later identified as probably s.s. N0RD 
NORGE carrying 400 troops were sighted about 
70 and 45 miles respectively S.w. of Mosjoen. 
CALCUTTA and ZULU were sent to intercept and at 
2104/10, CALCUTTA reported the N0RD NORGE sunk 
off Mo. (I.C. 0447/40 CALCUTTA 2104/10),
(F.0. Narvik 1724/10, 1411/10).
Your 2104/10. Did you see anything of German 
flying boats? (F.0. Narvik 2355/10).
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G OXm OLD.
Narvik (Continued)•
Seaworthy and. fit for passage to Narvik with
balance of petrol cargo (G. in C. H.F.1615/10).

join- PENELOPE who is sailing (P.0. Narvik 
2231/10).

 ̂ Am returning to Skjel Fiord with ZULU to pick up
PENELOPE and her convoy (CALCUTTA 2200/10).

4 destroyers In view of the necessity of concentrating
surrendered. of the North Sea I must ask you to surrender

four of those now under your command and that 
they be sailed for Scapa as early as possible. 
(1st S.L.2313/10 $o F.O. Narvik).

Remainder escorting ULSTER PRINCE and ROYAL 
SCOTSMAN are to leave their convoys and proceed 
to Scapa at maximum possible speed. On arrival 
of N.S. 2 JACKAL and JAVELIN are similarly to 
proceed to Scapa. (D.O.D. (H)1403/l0 to 
VETERAN, JA US, NUBIAN, FIREDRAKE, JAVELIN, 
JACKAL).

at 2100 today Friday intow of one tug with ISIS 
in tow of other tug. She has suffered 
following casualty and damage from near bomb 
miss one officer 2 ratings killed, 20 ratings 
wounded W/T Office temporarily out of action. 
She has only 300 rounds of A.A. A. munition 
remaining. Reference C. in C. Home Fleet's 
1608/6 and in view of probable renewal of 
oomoing should convoy be sailed with Polish 
Destroyer BLYSKAwlCA H.M.S. CAMPBELL and rtITCH 

/ without waiting return of CALCUTTA and ZULU, 
if weather permits.
If weather makes necessary 2 tugs for PENELOPE, 
ISIS being left behind.

(VINDICTIVE 1700/10 to F.O. Narvik).

CALCUTTA. when you have done all you can to hinder enemy

to be additional destroyer forces in the Southern part

Mo. No ships at Mo. Pier inCtact (CALCUTTA 2130/10).
s/m reported. See U-Boat Campaign.
Operation O.B. Is postponed a further 24hours. ENTERPRISE,

HESPERUS, FLEETWOOD are carrying out separate 
operations. (F.O. Narvik 2157/10).

Destroyers. One destroyer is to remain with ULSTER PRINCE.

PENELOPE. Your 1155 10th May PENELOPE is ready to sail

(P/fTAI L L  o P E  -
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Narvik Area (Continued).

PENELOPE

HJRIOUS
GLORIOUS

Aerodrome.

My 1700 10th May taking advantage of fine 
weather, darkness, and in view of almost certain 
renewal of bombing tomorrow have sAiled 
H.M.S. PENELOPE in tow, H.M.S. ISIS in tow: 
British ship GM^S (SEA VALOUR) and British ship 
GB3X (LOCHEE) in convoy. Escort H.M.S.
CAMPBELL and H.M.S. WITCH. Convoy keeping 
following wireless guard, 138 kcs, 253 kcs and 
routine.

(VINDICTIVE 2210/1D).
FURIOUS will be ready to proceed a.m. 11/5
and GLORIOUS a.m. 12/5. (GLORIOUS, 1926/10).
Can you now confirm that Bardufoss will be able 
to receive Gladiators on 15th ana that A.A. 
defences will then be complete? Your estimate 
when Bardufoss or Skanland ready to receive 
Hurricane should be expedited if possible as it 
governs sailing date of GE0RI0US. (Air Ministry 
2015/10 to Rupert Force, C.in C. H.F.2314/10).
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Your 0635/9 not to DEVONSHIRE.
Helsingfors reports similar rumours. Important 
that Kirkenes should be denied to Germans. 
Believed 2 Norwegian battalions there. Your 
0635 may mean these have now been reduced. 
Suggest Norwegians be urged to reinforce. 
DEVONSHIRE is at your disposal for transport.
War Office represent undesirability despatching 
small British or French detachment as if moved 
in H.M. Ship it would be immobile and 
lacking important equipment. Maintenance 
would also entail added commitment. You may 
wish send British Army Officer to report to 
you on situation at Kirkenes. Suggest 
Norwegian air face be used for reconnaissance 
East Finmark. (D. of P 2116/9 to F.O. Narvik)

Larding
completed.

M
GUARDIAN

Situation.

Iceland (Operation Fork)
Troops landed succesfully. De storing commenced 
(BERWICK 0705/10)
VIGOUR (Force arrived) (BERWICK 0453/10)
BERWICK, GLASGOW, FEARLESS, FORTUNE left 
Reykjavik (BERWICK 1900/10)
Many landing grounds suitable for use of 
large a/C’s excluding Reykjavik. Purpose 
no action be taken with Akureyre landing 
ground (Sturges, Reykjavik 1400/10)
Sailed from Scapa 2000/10 for Hvalfiord tc 
lay -oicator nets (D.O.D.(H) 2338/10)
Report from Col. Sturges, all quiet, 
inhabitants friendly, etc., Prisoners 
embarked in GLASGOW (BERWICK, 0930/10)

Submarines.
S/M*s off Dutch Coast are to sink without 
warning any ships north of Texel which are 
coming from Germany (R.A.(S) 0548/10 to S/M 
on Patrol, C. inC. Portsmouth 1107/10 to 
L.2$, L.26 eSEA^WOLF keep to east of 4 25 S. SNAPPER prooeed
to area defined on Naud S. by 53 20 and 53
101, on E by 4 25’ E and on W. by 4 E (R.A.(S)
0718/1 0)
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Signals to
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L.23, L.26 H.28, H.44, H.49, H.50 will 
shortly leave Portsmouth for Harwich, V.A.S. 
will assume operational contact from time of 
leaving Portsmouth until they enter Area A. 
when Capt S.3 is to take over operational 
contact (V.A.S.1031/10)
TAKU to report situation (R.A.(3) 1631/10)*^- 
Orders to L.26 and WARRIOR 2 to proce d at 
dawn to 52 8’ N. 1° 53’ E. Captain (S)3 will
give further orders. (V.A.C’s) 1832/10) 
Positions of S/M’s on patrol (C. in C.
Rosyth 1948/10 to VIVIEN, WHITLEY, VALOROUS)

Norwegian Naval Units.
The Norwegian Red Cross stated that all the crews 
of the Norwegian warships TRYGG, GARM, HAUK, 
SNOGG, LYN, ROLE And PRIPP are safe. A report 
to the paper Gjengangeren states that there were 
on board the GARM eight passengers, and they are 
also safe. It is also stated that the crews of 
the submarines E.6 and D.3 are also safe. The 
destroyer STORM went ashore and the crew were 
saved. ODIN and GYLLER were captured by the 
Germans in Christiansand; the whaling steamer 
HVAL 5 was captured by German planes.
(Oslo broadcast, 2845» BST, 10/5)
List of Norwegian naval officers, etc., arrived 
in fishing ketch VITA from Bergen (N.O.I.C. 
Lerwick 1052/10)
Your 1259. In view of changed situation trust 
consideration has been given to surrendering the 
valuable potential in Norwegian M.T.B's which 
would be efficient fighting units if manned by 
us, but of uncertain value if manned by Norwegians. Also call attention to Greek MTB’s 
at Vospers, one of which is ready.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1547/10)
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HOME COM' HANDS( Contd. )
Operations.

Troop Convoys.
Admiralty 163U/7* To economise escorts, sailing 
of convoys N.S.4 and N.P*4 will be postponed 
for at least four days. Hoped to arrange 
for urgent items to be sailed with 
EMPIRE ABILITY expected to leave Scapa about 20/5 
(D.0.D.(H)2236/10>
Owing to increased commitments in other theatres, 
shortage of M.T. Ships is becoming acute.
Request report estimated date on which it will 
be possible to sail each of the following for 
U.K. - CYCLOPS, CHARLBURY. LYCAON, BELLEROPHON, 
MARGOT, CALUMET. (D.O.D. (h ) 1222/10)
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British Air Activity. AIR
Security
Patrol.

Waalhaven 
aerodrome•
Bergen to 
Fe attacked

2 Small ships sighted 53°31T N 3°54* E 2135/9 
6 medium sized lighted ships sighted 2148/9 53° 
55’ N 4°45’ E (HQBC0715/10).
Near Rotterdam, to be attacked between 2200/10 
and 0300/11. (Air Min., 1815/10)
One section Blenheims is to co-operate with 
six Skuas leaving Hatston at 0500/11 in order 
to carry out bombing attackcf Bergen. The 
Blenheims are to arrive at scheduled arrival 
time for the Skuas over objective and are to 
maintain a defensive patrol during the attack 
Skuas are to be escorted on homeward tracks 
(Donibristle 1945/10).
Objectives are patrol tanks at Strudshavn and 
enemy shipping in harbour (AC0S1300/10).

Co-operation Re large number of occasions on which air 
between ships escorts and long range fighters have failed 
and a7c's. to make contact with H.M. Ships. Asking

for steps to be taken to improve co-operation 
(C. in C. H.F.1702/10)

Enemy air 
activity.

Convoy
shadowed
CISTULA

buliC dog

Enemy Air 
Activity

WINCHESTER 0357/10 etc.,

Attacked by a/c 10 miles v/est(3&apelle 
(CISTULA 1038/10)

Help DKTS 4544'(NGCS Block 6 1321/10)
Bombed DKWY 7050 (BULLJD0G 1327/10) 
are being bombed require immediate assistance 
DKWY 3050 (BULLDOG 1326/10, 1332/10)
Enemy are using delay action bombs. If 
bombing attacks on this country develop all 
unexploded bombs are to be regarded as dangerous. 
(Air Min., 1055/10, D.C. 1256/10)

11 crashed a/c reports 11 crashed German a/c's on beach
a/crs south of Ymuiden by entrance to Canal

(HQCC Red 2100/10)
u C u i  ■ L.-  - i Vl  — i t  i
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German
Magnetic
Mining

Unexplained
explosions.

Mines off 
Ddch ports.

HOMS COMMANDS (Contd.) 
MINING.

10.5.40.
Friday.

German A/C this morning placed magnetic mines in 
Flushing roads near Ostend and Zeebrugge.
All sailings suspended. Having no experience 
themselves of destroying such mines they request 
immediate advice and would welcome despatch of 
British experts. (Brussels No. 125)
heard in easterly direction a long way off 
(NOIC Newhaven 0919/10)

It is reported (B.2) that mines are being laid 
by German aircraft off Calais and Dunkirk and off 
the S.E. Coast from Lowestoft to Beachy Head. 
(D.D.I.G. 1450/10)
As far as I can tell mines laid at entrances to 
ports are magnetic. No signs of any other 
types of minelaying (NA Hague NOTOO 0650/ 10)

Preparations 
for minesweeping
operations on The following movements have been ordered 
Dutch and 5th M/S.F. from Tyne to Humber
Belgian 4th M/S.F. from Humber to Harwich
coasts. 6th m/s .F. is ready to carry out Captain

Dangerfields’ operation.
2 L.L. trawlers are ready to proceed to 
Flushing to-day.

(M.S.M.)
German a/c’s have laid parachute mines off 
Ostend and Zeebrugge. Both ports closed.
Ask French to send experts to advise Belgians at 
those ports (DM32039/10 to V.A. Dover)
Orders to 4th M.S.F. (DM3 1113/10)



Y/AR DIARY

Dutch aid
Belgian
Ships

Bri tish 
ships

Trawling.

Darkening
ship

Ocean convoys

NOTE.

1st Lord. 
1st S.L. 
V.C.N.S.

Sheerness.

10.5.40.HOME COMMft, I1DS. Friday
SHIPPING.

Instructions have been issued from Holland 
and Belgium that all Dutch and Belgian 
merchant ships bound for Holland, Belgium or 
Germany are to proceed to the nearest 
British or i^itch port for instructions.
Other Dutch and Belgian ships are to continue 
their voyages. (BBC broadcast)
(D.T.D.1021/10)
It is reported that there are at present no 
British merchant ships in any Dutch or Belgian 
home ports.
My 1313/17. Trawling is prohibited in Firth 
of Clyde north of the line joining Dunningham 
Point 55° 19’ N., 5° 33’ W., and Craigani Point 
55° 03.5' N., 5° 03* W. Seine net fishing 
for white fish in this area is subject to 
local restrictions. (D.T.D.1236/10)
Your 1121/22,darkening of neutral ships while 
under escort of H.M. Ships, approved.
(Hd. of M. to VANP 1711/10)
Positions etc., (D.C.1925/10)
All British and Norwegian Ships in Dutch 
and Belgian Ports are to be sailed to United 
Kingdom as soon as possible.
Too much attention should not be paid to 
reports of enemy minelaying. (D.T.D.0952/10)
Sent to Hague 1_to pass to Amsterdam, Antwerp
and Rotterdam.

2 0 9

Twelve de-gaussed Merchant Vessels will be 
leaving Antwerp for the Downs at 0500 May 11th 
Arrange/^sBort as far as possible.
(Air Min., 1950/10 to HQCC)

Miscellaneous.

Request it be add$d to list of areas to be 
evacuated. (C. in C. Nore, 1000/10)
Matter will be considered by War Cabinet in so 
far as it affects all vulnerable areas East 
Coast (D. of L.D. 2223/10)
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WEATHER,

00m0 B.S.T.
Area. Wind. Visibility Outlook.
North
Sea.

W., strong in 
N., variable 
light in S.

Mainly good 
coastal haze 
in S.

Wind veering N.W. 
in N.

Channel N.E., light 
and ,7. or moderate. 
Approaches

Mainly good, 
mist patches 
on French coast.

Similar.

Horns
Reef.

Westerly
light.

Poor. Wind freshening 
visibility improving

West
Coast
Norway.

Variable fresh 
in S., S.W. 
fresh or 
strong in N.

Moderate or 
poor in S ., 
moderate or 
good in N.

Wind becoming- 
westerly, fresh. 
Visibility improving
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 2 1 1

General.
(A) Holland has requested our assistance and has instructed 
their Naval authorities to get into touch with ours.
(3) Belgium has called upon us to implement our guarantees.
(C) You are to act accordingly.
(D) French Naval Authorities are being informed similarly.

(D.O.D.(F) 0948/10 to C's in C. (Abroad).

French 
Positions.

Dutch 
Shipping.

North Atlantic.
Convoys, patrols, ships on passage.
1200/10 (D.G.0128/10).
French sloop D'ENTRECASTEAUX sailed Da tear 
9/5, will operate morninglS/5 south of Gomera. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1112/10).
Dutch shipping in ports of Portugal being held 
up owing to Shippers withdrawing cargoes bound 
for Belgium and Netherlands. Can I give any 
re-assurance.
(N.C.S.0.Lisbon 1630/10).

South Atlantic.
Italian Ships. Add to my 2147/10, re Italian ship DUCHESSA

D'AOSTA. Prime Minister ha3 personally 
authorised reasonable means of delaying ship 
to be exercised. Italian ship MONTE SANTO is 
also in Durban. (N.O.I.C. Simonstown 2252/10).

Dutch and 
Belgian 
Bhlps.

Your 1021 10th Lay. Request confirmation that 
Dutch and Belgian Merchant Ships bound for 
Holland, Belgium or Germany should proceed 
nearest British or French Port for instructions. 
(S.0.(I) Freetown 1918/10).
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EOREIGH STATIONS (Continued)

Mediterranean.

WARSPITE ) 
wATERREN ) 
VOYAGER ) 
VENDETTA. )

32°N, 26°E, on passage to Alexandria
(D.C.0655/10).

GRAMPUS. o o34 N, 24 E on passage to Malta 
(D.0.0655/10).

CLAIM Sabotage (16/2/40 at Suez) See Mediterranean 
volume.

Turkish
Cooperation.

PKOTECTOR.
DANUBE.
i u _ n ube ■

Desired to Invite Turkish officers to Malta 
to see general system operating aBritish 
defended post. Request War Office approval be 
obtained. G.O.C. Troops, Malta, concurs.
(G. in C. Med. 1007/10).
See Narvik Area.
German shipping firms have been ordered to 
stop German oil tankers from going down the 
Danube (Belgrade to Daily Express).
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U.S.2.

Dutch Ships.

U.S.3.

F.E.S.S.

D.F. Station.

Dutch West 
Indies.

Offer of 
2 destroyers.

1 0 . ̂  ■ H-6 .
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FOREIGN STATIONS (Continued).

East Indies.
213

Position see M.S.M, Your 0432/9, sailings for 
troops. adequate cover will be provided on 
East Indies Station. (C. in C. E.I. 11512/10 
to A.C.N.B.).
To be delayed sailing. (C. in C. E.I. 0803/10)

Australia.
Position see M.S.M.

China.
Cancel my 0724/10, re formation of F.E.S.S. 
(Capt. O.S. Singapore, 14502/10, to Admiralty 
for D.N.I.).
Reported by Iviarconi engineer that Direction 
Island H/F D/F station is ready for service. 
Request early arrangement to send watchkeepers 
(D.D.I.C. to C. in C. Chinal717/10).

America & West Indies.
Ref. to F.O. tel. No.19 and Bermuda 0947.
All Germans on the islands including women 
were arrested by six a.m./lO. All German 
ships captured and crews removed. My impression 
situation is fully in hand and landing party of 
Allied troops would not be welcomed. (Consul, 
Willemstad, Dutch W . Indies, 1410/10).
By Canadian Government for offensive actionin 
West Indies area. (C.N.S. Ottawa 1449/10).
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2 1 4Home Commands
POLARIS.

DUISBERG.

ELISABETH 
BORNHOFEN.

PATRICIA 
ALLEMANIA 
HENRY HORN
GOSLAR

KLAUS SC HOKE 
LUISE BORNHOFEN
GERMANIA

CORRIENrES.

Re-German trawler. Admiralty 1917/3.
To preserve secrecy proposed that vessels be 
renamed. Early action is required for purposes 
of mails, etc., (A.C.0.S.1830/10)
Informed Rugen station she had arrived Tallinn 
9/5 and reported heavy ice.
Ordered by W/T on 10/5 to load at Danzig.
(I.C., 0447/10)

America and West Indies.
Attempted scuttling, unsuccessful. (Reuter 
Willenstad, Dutch West Indies 1935/10)

Georgetown reports scuttled Paramaribo (A.2) 
(s.0.1» Kingston 1936/10)

North Atlantic.
Have now anchored off the harbour a£ Horta, 
Azores (A.1)
ranker, attempting to sell her cargo of petrol. 
(A.1) (I.C., 0447/40)
Canary Islands (Las Palmas) damaged and 
rendered unseaworthy by an internal explosion, 
origin unknown, and has been moved with 
OSTMARK to inner harbour 10/5 (I.C. 0447/40)



Montevideo reports 1210/10 a German shipping 
agent expected a German ship there on 10/5* 
(C. in G. S.A. 1750/10). Only ship known 
to be at large is WINNETOU, which left Las 
Palmas 9/4 and not since reported.
(I.C.0447/40).

ARKADIA.
Mediterranean. 

Arrived Braila 9/5 ( GALATA
1034/10)

Foreign Stations

The following German merchant ships were in Dutch 
Colonial Ports on May 10:-
Dutch East 
Indies.

Padang.

Sabang.

Batavia.

T.iilit.jap

Surabaya.

Macassar.
Menado.

BITTERFELD
FRANKEN
RHEINLAND
SONECK
WUPPERTAL
LINDENFELS 
MONI RIGKMERS 
SOPHIE RICKMERS 
WASGEN.VALD 
WERDENFELS
NORBMARK 
RENDSBURG 
VOGTLAND
STASSFURT
CASoEL
ESSEN
NAUMBERG
SCHSER
FRIDERUN

Dutch West Indies 
Aruba ANTILLA
Curacao. ALEMANIA
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 

Dutch Hest Indies-Tcontdrr
10.5.40.

Friday.

Curacao.

Dutch Guiana.
Paramaribo.

ESTE 7915FRISIA 561
HENRY HORN 3164KARIBIA 428
PATRICIA 3979VANCOUVER 8269

GOSLAR 6040

U. BQVT CAMPAIGN AND MINING. 
Ships attached
HENRY British (625 tons) in ballast Yarmouth to
WOODHALL ^aham was sunk by a mine at 1231/10,
sunk North of Spurn Point. 9 survivors

1 dead, 4 missing out of crew of 12 and
2 soldiers.

V //U 5 survivors Jjmve been picked up from
Estonian ? reported mined off
West Hinder Buoy.

f t

S/M* s Reported.Estimated disposition (D.D.1.0.1149/10)
1121 55° 12’ N., 1° 15' W 070° 13' course 360;

( A.S •)
no time> 70°26’ N., 22°12'E in Soro Sound. Report from

F.O. Narvik (B.3)
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ga^yrday,
situation report

Low Countries
Demolition parties were landed last night 
10/11 May at Antwerp, Flushing, Hook of Holland 
and Ymuiden by BRILLIANT, VERITY, WILD SWAN 
and WHITSKED respectively. WHITSHED was bombed 
and had some casual tie s; minor damage was 
caused to the destroyer and her remaining 
ammunition is flooded, but she reports having 
brought down one or possibly 2 aircraft. She 
states that the Dutch arrangements for demolition 
are well thought out.
PRINCESS VICTORIA laid mines off Ymuiden last 
night, escorted by E3K, EXPRESS and INTREPID, f ̂
Blockships are being held in readiness to 
proceed to Ostend and Zeebrugge. The Germans 
have laid magnetic mines in both these ports, 
and both are closed.
BIRMINGHAM and 3 destroyers are returning to 
the Humber from the Dutch coast. HYPERION and 
HAVGCKhave been detached to assist the Dutch 
in engaging German forces at Waalhaven aerodrome 
near Rotterdam. WILD SWAN and WtVERN are also 
assisting.
C.S.2 in GALATEA with ARSTKUSA, KEITH and 
BCRErt.3 escorted 2 merchant ships with bullion, 
for Southend, which left Ymuiden at 0220/11.

8 destroyers from the Western Approaches and 4 
f from Rosyth are being placed under the orders

of C. in C. Nore.
British and French submarines are concentrated 
off the Dutch coast. German submarines have 
been reported off Terschelling.
The Military Mission disembarked at Flushing.
It is reported that the enemy are trying to 
get mechanised units into ships at Stavoren 
teast of Zuyder Zee) with the apparent intention 
of landing in neighbourhood of Amsterdam.
The Germans continued to drop parachute troops 
in considerable numbers, also to land troops 
at aerodromes temporarily occupied. ICDRINGTON 
and Dutch S.S. IRIS were unsuccessfully bombed 
off Hook, and Dutch S.S. PRINS WILLOW VAN GRANJE 
was hit off Flushing.
B r it ish  and A llie d  subjects, women, children 
are being evacuated from Scheveningen in trawlers, 
escorted by KEREWARD. Arrangements nave been 
made for evacuation from Ostend, if necessary.
Various Dutch warships are being sent to the 
U.K.
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British Air Activity
Waalhaven aerodrome, near Rotterdam was 
bombed by our aircraft consistently between 
2200/10 and 0300/11. The Dutch were asked 
to retake it at 0305/H*
5 Skuas bombed the aerodrome at Bergen today 
and set the fuel tanks at FLOVVAASEYaT on fire.
KELLY, in tow of FURY and escorted by KANDAHAR 
and covered by C.S.18 in MANCHESTER with 
SHEFFIELD is returning to Rosyth at about 
3 knots. She was attacked from the air, but 
not hit. Two submarines which were shadowing 
her were attacked by her air escort. Tugs 
have been sent to her, as she is making no 
progress.

Narvik Area.
PENELOPE, which sailed at 2300/10 in tow 
of a tug, with ISIS, in tow of another, was 
bombed and had some casualties caused by a 
near miss.
COXWCLD is now seaworthy and is ready to sail 
for Narvik from Scapa with the remainder of her 
cargo of petrol.
There was considerable bombing in the Narvik 
area. VANSITTART wqs hit pm/10th and had 2 
guns and her W/T put out of action and sustained 
casualties 2 officers killed and 1 wounded.
British reinforcements have arrived in the 
Narvik area.
Operation OB is arranged for 0100/13*

Los.joen. Bodo. Mo.
The disembarkation of the independent company 
at Bodo from S.S. ROYAL SCOTSMAN was completed 
during the night 10/11.
ENTERPRISE, CAIRO, FLEETWOOD and HESPERUS are proceeding now to effect a landing at Mo or 
Bodo an/12.
The enemy occupy Mosjoen. They have been^ 
advancing by sea land and aircraft, coasting 
steamers being escorted by aircraft.
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Minelaying Operation
The French submarine RUBIS has completed her mine- 
laying operation at the entrance to the Skagerrak.

1 1 .5 .4 0 .
Saturday

Enemy Air Activity off U.K.
Reconnaissance flights were made at intervals 
during the day off the 5. and E. coasts, particul
arly off Orfordness and Harwich during the fore
noon, but no attacks on shipping have been 
reported.

#  Italy
It is reported from Angora that the Turkish 
Government has learnt from a well disposed 
neutral source that Italy has ceded 20 submarines 
to Germany in return for 100 latest aircraft.
Also that crews for at least 2 submarines have 
arrived in Italy.

Dutch West Indies
CARADOC and H.M.C.S. FRASER left Kingston 1230/11 
with 2 coys. K.S.L.I. and 3.S. JAMAICA PLANTER 
with M.T. at 1330, for Willemstad, Curacao. 
DESPATCH has arrived there, but at the request 
of the Governor no landing has taken place.
The French cruiser PRIMAUGUET arrived at Aruba 
pm/10 and landed detachments.
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HOME COMMANDS

Policy
-A

Destroyers Your 2311/10. I fully appreciate the
situation and will do the best I can. Fresh 
commitments are continually arising and for 
this reason I must keep a very small margin 
to work on. At the moment there is not a 
single destroyer available here as a screen 
for Capital Ships if required. For the time 
being I do not think I can send any more 
destroyers South than those mentioned in my 
1910/ 10/5 hut will do so as soon as possible. 
I do think it important to get flotillas or 

#  at least divisions into some semblance of
cohesion for work down South.
(C. in C., H.F., 1528/H).
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H.49, H.50.

She e mess
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Precautions in U.K.

Eastchurch aerodrome and Sheppy Island are held 
by only about 100 men, but 1000 unarmed Polish 
airmen are in the island. Asking for loan of 
750 rifles for 10 days: none otherwise available
(C. in C., Nore, 1217/11).

Your object is to attack enemy warships and 
transports should they attempt to reach East 
coast of England. (Capt. S.3 1005/11)*

Will be included as evacuable area etc. 
(A.C.N.S. 2125/11).

Summary of tactics employed (Adty. 1840/11).

On Thames Estuary by German troops either 
airborne or Seaborne. Precautions to be taken. 
(C. in C. Nore, 1145/11).

Delay may be up to one week, etc. Evidence 
bombs being dropped in pairs, one instantaneous, 
one delay (Air Min. 1130/11).
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Operations

KELLY Battle Flight of 3 Hudsons to be at DKWY 4135 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 0006/11 to

Aircraft sent to search to eastward of you 
failed rejoin contact owing to darkness. 
Report searched 50 miles to eastward to anri ̂  + ^ 1   a. • ___ / ~ _

Request weather report for KELLY (F.O., 18 C.S. 0406/11).
Speed of advance now below 3 knots. A tug 
if available might do better. Vessel difficult 
to control due to Yawing. Consider danger 
to cruisers from submarine attack under^these 
conditions a very real one and recommend 
withdrawal of cruisers. (C.S.18, 0410/11 to 
C. in C., H.F.).
Expect to arrive 1045. Have following wounded 
ratings from KELLY, 13 cot cases, 4 serious,
6 non-cot cases. (KANDAHAR, 0502/11).
My 0410/11. In view of weather and report from 
capt (D)5, that KELLY is only just holding 
together request 2 ocean tugs be sent. (C.S.18 
0551/11).
Your 0410/11. No necessity to remain in close 
proximity to KELLY as long as air escort is 
present, but you should keep sufficiently near 
to provide cover from surface fordes using 
high speed. (C. in C., H.F., 0638/ H  to C.S.18).
KANDAHAR ordered to refuel and rejoin KELLY 
as soon as possible. (C. in C., H.F. 0641/11).
18 C.S. 0410/11. Request tug may be sent to 
KELLY. (C. in C., H.F. 0644/11 to C. in C., 
Rosyth).
Tow parted at 0600. FURY still trying to 
pass fresh towj Wind N.W., moderate. (C.S.18 
O735/II). 2 tugs sailed (C. in C., Rosyth,
1129/ 1 1 ).
If KELLY or any ship in company breaks W/T 
silence for another reason request brief report 
by signal of proceedings on night of 9th-10th 
May. (C. in C., H.F. 1009/11).
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Qper at i ons (c ontd.)

KELLY 
(Contd.) Your 0410/11. No necessity to remain in close 

proximity to KELLY as long as air escort is
present, but keep near enough to provide 
cover for surface forces using high speed.
(C. in C., H.F. 0638/11 to F.O.C. 18 C.S.).
In view of weather and r eport from Capt. (D)5 
that KELLY is only just holding together 
request 2 ocean tugs be sent (C.S.18 055V11).
Cruiser and destroyers bombed. No hits.
Our aircraft reports at least 2 submarines in 
vicinity. My position DKDN 1453 KELLY now in 
tow of FURY has made no progress since 0600 
(F.O.C. 18 C.3. 1505/H).
Bottom has been blown out of both boiler rooms 
of KELLY and patches would be difficult.
(F.O.C. 18 C.S. 2033/10).
Attacks on U-boats by destroyers and aircraft 
screening KELLY 1437/H) 1439/H* Also re bombing by enemy aircraft (Donibristle 1810/11)
Send 3 Hudsons to escort (Donibristle 1510/11).
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Situation.

HYPERION. HAVOCK
k/wlD Gxah

HYPERION

WHITSHED

11.5.19UO.Saturday.
H O M E  C O  1.1 H A N D S

Operation XD (Demolition parties)

Flushing quiet. Roads empty of (?) refugees. 
Demolition party remaining ashore. Am returning 
to Dover. Expected time of arrival i.Oii-5.

(VERITY 070VH)*
Military de^orition party reports G.O. and one 
other mis sinu ..ince last night and placing of 
charges not yet commenced. They have been 
ordered to get into touch with Dutch Military and 
commence placin(; as soon as possible. Placing 
of charges by Naval demolition party at Hook is well in hand.
Situation in Rotterdam obscure. Immediate 
neighbourhood of Hook in control of the Dutch with 
exception of few isolated parachutist troops and 
only request from local authorities has been for 
a/a  support.
In view of presence of magnetic mines in river to 
Rotterdam do mot intend to move ships above Hook.

(HYPERION 1030/11 to Admiralty)
Your 122G. H.U.S. HYPERION and II.M.S. HAVOBK 

alon.;p)de. Placing the parcel charged for local 
demolition should be completed by 1600. Little 
air activity. Local isolated Groups of German 
troops in the vicinity. No details of Rotterdam 
party available. Am proceeding to bombard the 
wood to eastward of town at request of the Dutch 
Authorities (WILD^WAJ. 132U/H)

Military Demolition Party returned with 
full number. Dutch Military Authorities will not 
allow"charge to be prepared or placed and have 
requested party stand by at the Hook. Officer 
Commanding estimates approximately the Ea tern 
third of Rotterdam is held by the Germans including 
Waal Haven Aerodrome. Naval Demolition party has 
completed preparations and distribution of charge 
for the various objectives at the Hook but 
authorities will not allow them to be placed.

(HYPERION 16U0/H)
Damage and casualties from a/c bombing,

1 officer 7 ratings seriously wounded., 5 missing 
drownVed, minor structural damage. Steering gear 
correct. Ammunition flooded

(WHITSHED 0315/11)
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Operation XD (Demolition parties)

WILD SWAN Your 1250/11. WILD SWAN who is extra well de^au::sed is to 
proc ed to Rotterdam to cooperate (VCNS /II)

Bell-jan British Minister Brussels reports 20r6. Operation
Avt.~ariree.XD Belgian Government arjree and are prepared to collaborate 

(DN1 0i{.27/12 to V.A.Dover)

Operation 
I-1. A .
Dunkirk.

f VIAI ERA Left for operation P.A. (V. A.Dover 0607/H)
WESTMINSTER.

One rationŝ -jw=gt. Keep steam at k hours’ notice coming to immediate
y‘t* notice by 0800/12 (DOD (k) 1138/11 to blockships)

Ro.val Family Your Lo5G/ll. Are times BST. (DC 1601/11 to N.A.Hague)
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Dutch Coast.

WIVERN. H.M.S. WIVERN is proceeding to Flushing to land
mission. Parachute troops are in close vicinity 
and communications to the Hague impracticable.
Dutch authorities have cancelled request to Bombard Waalhaven Aerodrome.

(WILD SWAN 0541/11)
Orders to (A) When fuelled and ready for sea proceed to patrol
VIVIEN, eastward of Brown ridge. You may be needed to
WHITLEY. support destroyers on Dutch Coast, perhaps to escort

Dutch S.S. TITUS or to bring refugees from Ymuiden. 
C.O's are to visit C.S.2 before sailing to obtain 
latest information available.
(B) British submarines are in area north of 52° 45* 
and in vicinity of CPWY 2525.
(C) WILD SWAN, WIVERN, HYPERION and HAVOCK are at 
Hook of Holland VERITY and BRILLIANT at Flushing and 
Antwerp respectively.
(D) Fly 2 white ensigns when in sight of Dutch.

1122/11.
IMMEDIATE. VERY URGEHI,
Situation very critical send us as many Warships as 
possible to fire at planes landing on the beach all 
possible aircraft co-operate.

(N.A. Hague 1215/11 to Adty.)
Recognition
Signals.

My 0029 - Another unknown Destroyer when challenged 
ships which are believed to be Dutch have replied 
OEM with bright blue light.

(ARETHUSA 0108/11 to C. in C.Nore.)
My 0029 - Believed to be Dutch (ARETHUSA 0046/11) 
Note 0029 reported one destroyer one S/m sighted.

Dutch ask Following received from N.A. Hague: - 
for destroyers URGENT. No news of the two British destroyers 

promised to co-operate with the Dutch. Street 
fighting in Rotterdam^situation precarious. Dutch 
ask that destroyers should go up and assist. Can 
instructions be given to WILD SWAN to do what she 
can if local Dutch Naval authorities advise that this 
is possible? Fighters should be in attendance.

1105/40
> Can suitable ship be sent to Ymuiden this evening 

to embark about 100 British and French Nationals, 
mostly women. If so, please state name of ship 
time of arrival. This is urgent as it is reported 
that Germans have started indiscriminate bombing at 
Delft. (Wrt

1110/40 ' jb.
Report just received that oil tanks at Rotterdam in 
hands of Germans. Report not yet very definite.

1113/40.
(D.D.I.C. 1213/11 to C.in C.Nore,

V.A. Dover.)
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Dutch Coast.

Urgent my 1105.2 British destroyers now reported at 
Haa K. Communi cat ions are bad and have sent message 
to Senior Officers destroyers pointing out urgency 
of giving all possible help at Rotterdam and he must 
use his discretion after obtaining all available ?

(N.A. Hague Nq. T.0.0. Rec. 1343/11)
Consul- General Rotterdam requests 2 destroyers 
proceed Rotterdam. In view of presence of magnetic 
mines vide H.M.S. WILD SWAN's 0810 do not intend to 
comply without your approval.

(HYPERION 1250/11. to Adty.)
Situation seems critical here street fighting( most 
urgent to send fighters, everything depends on'stopping 
more troops landing from aircraft.

( 2 X 2  No.T.0.0. Rec.1315/11 to D.N.L.O.)
Give all support practicable but the moment for your 
withdrawal must be entirely at your discretion.

(C. in C.Nore 1413/11 to HYPERION,HAV0CK.)
Troops still landing on beach. Situation critical 
and depends on large numbers of fighters and 
destroyers off coast. (N.A.Hague 1510/11)
2 destroyers from Dover to embark 200 R.M. and take 
them to Hook to arrive if possible at dawn.
(V.C.N.S.1936/11.)
Could troops with light equipment be landed at Hook 
or thereabouts, without enemy opposition, at dawn 
12/5 from a destroyer?
(D.O.D.(H)1743/11 to HYPERION, WILD SWAN.)
Reply, Yes, unless situation deteriorates rapidly. 
HAVOCK will patrol off entrance during night, 
HYPERION, WILD SWAN remaining in harbour (HYPERION 
1930/11).
Following for O.C.R.M. Force begins: - 
(a) One Battalion strength about 750 expected to 

arrive Hook dawn 13th May.
Collect as much motor transport as you can. 
Further signal will be made with regard to your 
re-embarkation. Ends.

(D.O.D.(H)2341/ll to VERITY)
VERITY, VENOMOUS.left Dover 2345 for Hook with 
landing parties of R.M. arriving after daylight. 
(N.O.I.C. Dover 0005/12)

1
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IMMEDIATE My 1936/11.
A. Object of this force is to hold the landing 
place at the Hook so that further landings can take 
place unopposed.
B. O.C. Royal Marine Force should get into touch 
with S.N.0. Hook and local authorities in order to 
obtain latest information.
C. Force has three days rations with it. It is 
intended to re-embark it before the end of the 
period.

(C.N. S.2121/11 to V. A.Dover.)
Your 1936 11th May.H.M,S. WILD SWAN will be at Hook 
Whistle Buoy by 0400 zone minus one tomorrow 
Sunday to meet destroyer. Air protection considered 
most advisable during disembarkation. (HYPERION 
2025/11).
Situation on the whole seems easier but in some 
towns 5th Column combining with troops landed from 
aircraft. Dutch troops very tired and much 
scattered. Strongly urge sending men one British 
battalion or Marines to Ymuiden. This would cheer 
the Dutch and consequent relief if ever that number 
of their troops would be helped, for presence of 
British fighters this afternoon has had considerable 
moral effect. Military and Air Attaches agree.

(N.A. Hague 1645/11.)
WHITLEY to enter Ymuiden as soon as practicable 
after dark to embark about 100 British and French 
Nationals mostly women.Fly 2 white ensigns when 
entering. D1 and GRIFFIN to place themselves 
under orders of C.S.2 after bombardment for escort 
of WHITLEY and S.S. PERSEUS if she sails.

(C.inC. Nore 1609/11.)
Your 1110, am sending WHITLEY at nightfall. Very 
desirable refugees from Holland and Belgium should 
sail in merchant ships if possible. Most difficult 
to send warships. (C.inC. Nore 1616/11 to Adty.)
Your 1045/11. Reporting action taken (Trawlers etc. 
being sent, Dutch N.A. arranging for 8 Dutch wooden 
trawlers to be sent to Portsmouth to fit magnetic 
sweep etc. (R.A.M.L.1617/11 to N.A. Hague.)
I. Main Bridge over river Maas at Rotterdam has 

been blown up.II. Waalhaven Aerodrome is again in German hands.
III. Legation have asked our Air Ministry to 

bombard Aerodrome.
IV. Germans have no communications with each other 

across the river.
(Netherlands Legation 1715/11.)
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If German landings continue after dark by parachute 
flare you are not to withdraw to comply with my 1609 
(evacuation of refugees). Report if more ships 
needed (C.in C. Nore 1759/11).
May be needed to sail at 1930 to take troops to Hook. 
If not, sail at dawn 12/5 to relieve HYPERION and 
HAVOCK who operate in Hook or on coast to E. where 
troops were landed today from a/cs. Fly 2 White 
Ensigns when in sight of Dutch coast (C.in C.Nore 1816 /ll).
Your (? My) 1640/11. Request for destroyers to 
proceed to Rotterdam now cancelled by Naval Commander 
Hook (HYPERION 1835/11.)
Germans thought to have landed on beaches from Hook 
to Ymuiden mainly Scheveningen both sides of pier 
and from there South to Hook. Ships can get close 
in shore. (C.in C.Nore 1819/11 to Capt.(D)l, HAVOCK, 
HYPERION.)
Bombed by a/c’s.048 DKDN 38 (FURY 1430/11)
Bombed (FURY 1724/11)
Bombed by 3 a/c's. (HAVOCK 1430/11)
My 1430 No hits (HAVOCK 1451/11).
2 French destroyers being sent to Ymuiden to evacuate 
French refugees. (C.in C. Nore 1915/11).
Delay experienced in locating port. Expect to enter 
2315 (VIVIEN 2250/11).
Following ships will probably be operating off Hook 
of Holland and Brown Ridge tomorrow Sunday:-
CODRINGTON
GRIFFIN
HYPERION
HAVOCK
VERITY

(C.in C

VALOROUS 
HEREWARD 
MOHAWK 
JANUS 
VENOMOUS 

Nore 2359/11.)

VI MY 
WINDSOR 
VIVACIOUS 
VENETIA 
WILD SWAN

Expect to arrive off Hook of Holland 1900.
Join me there.(Capt.(D)l 1509/11 to VIVIEN, WHITLEY)

> VALOROUS and HEREWARD leave Sheerness dawn for Hook 
relieving HYPERION and EAVOCK when they need fuel. 
Distribute these four as necessary between Hook and 
Ymuiden where Germans said to be landing today.
Rejoin them yourself when C S 2 is within 60 miles 
of Harwich. Report if you need more ships. Withdraw 
if air attacks too heavy.

(C.in C. Nore 1930/11 to Dl.)
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HAVOCK 
WILD SWAN. H.M. S. HAVOCK patrolling between Hook and Yrnuiden 

endeavouring to destroy German troops seen to land 
by parachute flares and to deal with further 
landings. H.M.S. WILD SWAN completed bombardment 
on Wood close eastward of Hook. Both at request 
of local authorities.

(HYPERION 1440/11)
Your 1116 11th May and Capt.(D) 19 1100. Position 
1300. C P W X Y 0445 speed 8 knots. H.M.S. BOREAS 
and s.s. IRIS in company. PERSEUS not seen. 
Intend to anchor as convenient during dark hours. 
(ARETHUSA 1312/11.)

VIVACIOUS
VENETIA
VIMY
WINDSOR

Following from N.A. The Hague begins:- 
Situation very critical send us as many warships 
as possible to fire at planes landing on the beach 
all possible aircraft co-operate (Enda.
Do all you can to co-operate.

(D.O.D.(H) 1638/11 to HYPERION.)
Your 1759. No landing since 1900. No activity 
visible on foreshore. Do not consider more ships 
needed at present. Havtf not yet met H.M.S. VIVIEN 
but am patrolling between Scheveningen and Hook. 

(Capt. (D)l, 2026/11.)
Sail VIVACIOUS VENETIA from Harwich and VIMY and 
and WINDSOR from Dover at daylight 12/5 for Maas 
Light Vessel to arrive at R.V. at 1200.
They are to be prepared either to enter New Waterway 
at Hook of Holland in support of Dutch, or act under 
orders of D.l., or Senior Officer at Hook of Holland 
in repelling enemy air landings on beach from Hook 
to Ymuiden mainly near Scheveningen.
Ships near Dutch coast to fly two white ensigns.

(C.in C. Nore 2252/11.)
No sign of C.in C's message 1609 and 1759 no sign of landing by 
parachute land- parachute and flare. Am patrolling coast towards 
ings. Yrauiden. Request rendezvous with H.M.S. WHITLEY

and other ships to be escorted.
(Capt.(D) 1 2232/11 to F.0.C.2 C.S.)

Destroyers From daylight tomorrow Sunday 4 or more destroyers
off Hook. under D 1 will operate from Hook to the eastwards

wherever Germans are landing. I anticipate air 
support will be essential for D.l's success.

(C.in C. Nore 2259/11)
INTERCEPT. Your 2011. H.M.S. VIVIEN and 
H.M.S. WHITLEY are both evacuating personnel from 
Ymuiden under my orders as directed by C.in C. Nore. 

(C.S.2 2145/11 to Capt.(D)l, VIVIEN)
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ARETHUSA) 
KEITH ) 
BOREAS )

Proceed to Sheerness to fuel (C. in C., Nore 
1116/11). ARErajm^OREAS escorting S.S. IRIS 
(see Air)>_>KEITH,° HEElvlSKEF& (Dutch warship) 
escorting S.S. PERSEUS, S.S. TITUS not ready 
before pm/11 (C.S.2 0221/11).

MOHAWK) 
JANUS )

wVTo patrol near Brod̂ er Ridge 0500/12 until further 
orders (C. in C., Nore, 1841/11).

KEITH ) 
BOREAS)

Request they be returned to Dover as soon as 
they can be spared. (F.O.C. Dover, 1440/11 to 
C. in C., Nore, C.S.2).

Dutch Naval Forces

Five Dutch submarines one Dutch destroyer 
escorted by guard ship from Flushing one Dutch 
submarine, 2 Dutch destroyers from Rotterdam for 
Downs position uncertain. (H.Q. No l6 Group 
0045/11).

•jAeoB iTmur
eon va»j HEEMSKERK Order.HEEMSKERK (flotilla loader ) to Downs.

* (C. in C., Norfe H l 6/ll, D.D.I.C. 0320/11).

SUMATRA ) Dutch Admiralty report SUMATRA (cruiser) departs 
Ja n  VAN GELDSR) night 10/11 from Wielingen to Humber. Minesweeper 

if  A n VAN GELDER to Downs. (D.D.I.C. 0320/11) .

Submarines Dutch Adty . report they will try to enter
0.9. 0.10. Naval Base Den Helder. Inform British warships 
—  in vicinity (D.D.I.C. 0332/11 to C. in C. Nore,)

Your 2247/10 (Dutch submarines and destroyers) 
where should these vessels be sent from Downs. 
(C. in C., Nore, 0901/11).

j J V aN m My,position 052° 10' North 002° 07' East naking 
HEEMSKiERK, ll̂ T knots uncompleted Netherlands Coast Defence
S.S.TITUS 1 - \Ship JACOB VAN HEEMSKERCK and Dutch ship TITUS 

in company no sign of PERSEUS possibly not yet 
sailed. (Capt. (D)19- 1100/11).
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Dutch Naval Forces (contd.)

Submar ine s N . O.ZWAB
N.O. Ramsgate reports Dutch Tug 
ZWAS with destroyer ISAAC SHEERS in tow
Tug E and submarines 021 and 22 under
own power arrived in Downs. (V.A. Dover,
1255/1 1 )•

021, 022,
ISAAC SHEERS

Disposal 
in U.K. Your 1125/11 Dutch Warships which are fit for 

service will remain under the orders of the
Dutch Authorities and will continue to 
ork from Dutch Ports for the present.
SUMATRA, now proceeding to Humber is in
need of refit and her case is being considered
separately.
The question of Dutch Submarines is under 
discussion. (Adty 1521/11 to C. in C., Nore).

navigation arrangements are quite unreliable. 
Intend to anchor her near Tottgne 154-0/11. 
(Capt.(D)19 I325/II).

eJAto/i Va n HEEMSKERK
Ae r.

Yacht WARRIOR 2 has taken her over to lead 
her to Downs (Capt.(D)19 1505/H) • Her
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Operations,

Narvik.
JRAFTCN 
- .
rL'lSrvAuICA

Left Skjel Fiord 2200/10 for Leap* 
(P.O. Karvik 0959/11).

Destrojers

FEKELCFE.

Esxuto.

2 001U

Situatf on 
aer-;»dr wne s

.u .

.ttma.i
destroy era.

tf&lt •»

Pant t" t

Urvmev.

Send JAGUAR and one Trite 1 fcack t© Scape 
fortitwltis at nest speed (C. in C. .F#
0929/11 to 7.A.A.).
ESCORT to reinforce screen (C# in C. H#Fl 
1405/11) F.C.3. 20 C.S. t© resnin wltn 
FEKELGEfc until relieved o/ CAlO'.JlA
(F.O. Sarvlk 1446/11). ____
ri^nter protection can oe £.lven t© ii&'JEfryt’ :£%
and JMEELCIE until £900 ©ml/ 12/$ if
Cperation 0.6. is carried out (R.A-A.204$/il).
Is it practicable for SSXJ10O to oe t©*e4 £<v 
Lavan£ Fiord. If so Skjel Fiord eau ve 
evacuated (F.O. Jtarvik 1&2&/0).
Proceed to Scape at teat apewd ((F.O. $e#vi,r 
2004/11).
S&e sailed at 2540 (JBUBOH'JIV 2541/0).
5c lapor-taut developments Narvik 
(a.0.0240/11).
See Aircraft aarriara.
Intend sailing 5 .5 .3 . 2 1-00/ 0 . ieaea .$£ »:•: ̂  
etc. (F#0 .1.0 . Stoaaittaaik 1525/ 0 j).

1013/10 Luy.ulr/ fca*u*t> v*
COjRfi nikL” s Ubaen* 12 at.*. »l u •-« .

Your- 1-005/
K i l l
Oapteia at*.teas FJhnst SeflWta
arrived i^arvik at 0450/^/4. lurw ii .uuumv.iy 
ala© woe or taw petatoOit^ drifts St A
nwslfc cone in- Sa» i*w fiaft!.ti£jtfLdtalt ̂ na"*.* jjs 
mantes* Out fittMoala w w  padkwJadt ̂ eQLua*.- »a<v> 
auxee^uentl,! a prOw*®*** akttfl *»«.» rM> no»»..
(tA.5.3. 1545/0’ tU> (5. to ($. HF1))
Jf. tree &<we?'ttn«,vi sawtft 2-5 t.\ma &&' 
removed t<s> t IF.A. itervl* U&G/O)).-
j w  iie r v ik  *r*»e jkvwM  s.* aaO acfl lawstiMB*
via iMdtaya* awn# JF*e£* *h
y tfd ev ^ f £#<$'# iWWVJfc# lO ti/U D I)).-

Vtoto <vff ©w# it*#* 3&£pB* tv flr vm*v aonflte law
V-eltdfcVlA (IF*®'.
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ZULU .

German 
landings.

Bofors guns.

Drifters.

WAR DIARY. 
HOME COMMANDS. 

Operations.

11.5.40.
Saturday.

2 3 4

Narvik (Continued).
Reference 0119/11 from R.A. Narvik. I have 
still no clear indication from you as to whether 
or not you have an aerodrome fit for hurricanes 
to land on and if so by what date it will be 
ready. You have now been asked for this 
information three times. Essential you should 
report immediately on receipt of this signal. 
(Air Ministry 1910/11 to P.0. Narvik).
Operation 0 B will take place at 0100 Monday 
13th May ships addressed are to be off Ballangen 
at 1000 tomorrow Sunday V.A.(A) is requested to 
provide maximum fighter protection from that 
time. (P.0. Narvik 2209/11 to V.A.(A):
H.M.S. AURORA: H.M.S. EFFINGHAM:
H.M.S. VINDICTIVE: H.M.S. PROTECTOR:
H.M.S. RESOLUTION: H.M.S. HAVELOCK: H.M.S.
SOMALI: H.M.S. FAME: H.M.S. BASILISK:
H.M.S. WREN:
In order to economise in escorts and in merchant 
shipping, it is hoped to institute regular 
convoy sailings in the near future.
(D. of P.1506/11 to F.O. Narvik).

Mos.joen, Bodo, Mo.
Return to Mosjoen to help Gubbins to establish 
himself wherever he wishes to go (F.O. Narvik 
0551/11).
Indicate your position. Has Mo. been 
evacuated (P.0. Narvik 0934/11 to ZULU).
INTERCEPT. Norwegian source reports (a) One 
large ship unloading south of Lardalsoen 
066® 14’ north 013 21* east (b) Flying boats
on water south of Hemdos.
(F.O. Narvik 2151/11 to ENTERPRISE).
My 1443/7 were the two Bofors guns and crews 
transferred from Mosjoen to Bodo in accordance 
with Admiralty's 1658/6.
(C. in C. H.F. 2246/11 to VETERAN).
Your 1835/10. These drifters have range of 
only 800 miles and are therefore unsuitable if 
bad weather is met (R.A. Scapa 2330/11 to Adty).
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Situation

*

• t

Saturday.
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Mos.joen, Bodo, Mo. (Continued).
Situation Mosjoen Bodo Area. Enemy occupy 
Mosjoen. They have been advancing North by 
sea, land and aircraft coasting steamers 
escorted by aircraft. 650 troops landed. 
Hemnes 15 230° from Mo. at 1930 10th May from 
Transport and 10 flying boats. H.M.S. CALCUTTA 
and H.M.S. ZULU sank this transport at 2100/10 
probably before stores were unloaded.
H.M.S. ENTERPRISE, H.M.S. CAIRO, FLEETWOOD 
rESPERUS with 820 troops and Store Ship MARGOT 
are proceeding now to effect landing at Mo. or 
Bodo A.M. 12th May. H.M.S. NUBIAN and trans
port WESTERMAN landed approximately 300 troops 
Bodo last night 10th 
(F.O. Narvik 1130/11).

MOST IMMEDIATE. H.M.S. JACKAL and 
H.M.S. JAVELIN are to proceed to Mo. 066'
19’ North 0140 10* East and make contact with 
Colonel Gubbins' Porce last reported at *
Sandnesjoen 066° 02’ North 012v 38' East.
To assist Gubbins establish him and when 
satisfied no further help from Navy is immediately 
required to proceed in execution of previous 
orders. Report fully on situation in Mo.
Area from Naval point of view. One large 
enemy transport reported leaving Bergen 
Northward p.m. 10th May.
(F.O. Narvik 1354/11).

ic.

'

/ Your 1130/11. It is not known what orders you 
have given to force being landed by ENTERPRISE 
but we are sure you have considered possibility 
of cleaning up the enemy troops landed at 
Hemnes (1st S.L.2310/11 to F.O. Narvik.
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Admiralty 2116/9. Confirmed that there are 
now 2 Norwegian Battalions at Kirkenes but no 
information in Tromso of any intention to 
reinforce nor are any Norwegian troops 
available. Local opinion is that visit of one 
of H.M.Ships would have valuable moral effect. 
Further information is being sought locally 
and on receipt intend to proceed to Kirkenes. 
(F.O.C. I. C.S. 0301/11)
French Naval Attache Helsinki received 
unconfirmed report that one division of German 
troops arrived Murmansk and are proceeding 
ossibly by sea to Northern Norway. Grade C 3* 
B. N. L. 0.Marceau 1959/11)

BERWICK
GLASGOW
Destroyers

Dispositions 
of Troops etc. ,

Iceland (Operations Fork).
BERWICK and GLASGOW proceed to Liverpool for 
refit and repairs respectively. Ships will 
probably arrive p.m. /12. GLASGOW has on 
board German Consular Staff including 3 women 
and 20 other prisoners. Destroyers to Scapa. 
(C.in C. H.F.IO52/II) BERWICK has 33 prisoners.
(BERWICK I83I/II).
The Government of Iceland has protested against 
the British infringement of its neutrality by 
having occupied the island and reserve the 
right to claim compensation for any damage whicl 
may be done. The German consul and 51 other 
Germans were arrested, documents were seized 
and a censorship has been set up. (S.0«(I.
Iceland 00U5/H)-
Total number of prisoners 52. (Jolly 01+00/11). 
(S.O.(l) Iceland OOl+5/ll)*
1935/6 report arrangements made regarding 
disembarkation of "Walrus" aircraft and details 
of F.A.A.personnel, stores and fuel landed.
(D. N.A.D. 1851/11 to BERWICK).
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11. 5*40.
Saturc

OPERATIONS
Submarines.

6 British s/ms proceeding to patrol from Aldeburgh L. V. 
2 French s/ms returning to Harwich from patrol (C.in C. 
Nore 1528/11).

SNAPPER.
SWORDFISH.
Bombing
restrictions.
Enemy
Transport.

Positions.
2 transports 
torpedoed.

Orders (Captain (S) 3 1717/11)•

12/5 onwards (S6 1812/11, S9, 1819/11,
S2 1142/11).
from southward expected to enter Trondheim 
tonight. If you are in position to do so 
try to intercept her. (R.A. (s)l3l4/H to CLYDE).
0600/12 (Dc 2040/11, V.A.(s)  1854/11).

Effectiveness of patrol mitigated by evasive 
routeing, lack of darkness and wind. Air 
patrol zealous. Surface patrol rare but 
noisjr. Monday attacked 2 southbound screened 
transports, 570 class. Both apparently hit. 
Confirm surface mines previously reported. 
(SEAOION 2201/11)

TAKU.
Allied Submarines.

Your I63I/IO. No ships sighted since attack.
2 ships heard patrolling Thxirsday night in 
low visibility, several Danish vessels in 
vicinity. Occasional air petrols and 
numterous under-water explosions at varying 
distances. Suspect light damage to external 
tanks from depth charges but no serious 
defects. Suspect fishing vessels are being 
employed in a/s work. (TAKU 0205/H to R.A (s))
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[QME COMMANDS. 11. 5.40.
Saturday

NORWAY.
Aircraft Carriers.
Send JAGUAR and one Tribal destroyer back to 
Scapa forthwith at best possible speed 
(C.in C. H. F. 0920/11 to V.A.A. )
Re Ministers etc., to be taken to Tromso 
by GLORIOUS (V. C.N. S. I346/II).
All a/c’s embarked 2000/11 (GLORIOUS 2045/11)

Hurricanes. Request confirmation that 
aerodrome likely to be available for 
Hurricanes within four days of arrival of 
GLORIOUS. If latter does not accompany 
FURIOUS escorts will probably not be available 
for her to sail for some time. (V. C. N. S. 1310/ 
11 to F.0. Narvik)
C.in C.H.F.23H 4/IO, Admiralty 1919/4, 
aerodrome will not be ready to receive a/cfs 
16/5 (R.A.Narvik 1526/11).
In view of R.A.Narvik’s 1526/11 propose 
GLORIOUS and FURIOUS should not sail 12/5.
YORK is available at Rosyth to transport 
persons mentioned in your I346/IO. (C. in C. 
H.F. 2216/11, D.O.D. (H) 23I+2/II)
When will aerodrome be ready; Carriers not 
sailing pending your reply (D.O.D. (h )2258/11 
to R.A.Narvik)
Your 1310/11. Ban/ak aerodrome ready 15/5. 
Good progress Bardufoss and Skaanland but 
date cannot be given. Request GLORIOUS, 
FURIOUS sail 12/5 with Hurricanes and 
Gladiators to land Ban*ak. (F.0. Narvik 2329/ H  
2215/11).

Ready to 
sail. FURIOUS, GLORIOUS will be ready to sail 12/5 

FURIOUS carries Gladiators, GLORIOUS carries

Air
British Air Activity

Norwegian
craft.

3 Blenheims leaving Hatston as soon as 
possible to make reconnaissance from Lister 
to 62°N (C.in C. Rosyth 0734/11)•
for 12/5 (C.in C. Rosyth 2150/11)Air Searches
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S.S. ERIKS 
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MANCHESTER. 

SHEFFIELD.
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HOME COMMANDS. 
Air.
British Air Activity.
Oil fuel tanks attacked by 6 Skuas of 
806 Sqdn. supported by 3 Blenheims of 
254 Sqdn. at 0700/ll. 8 tanks at

H  -Horsvaagspynt attacked. Complete 
surprise achieved and Skua's art was 
over in about 1-g- minutes. 2 large 
tanks at once burst into fire, others 
apparently unhit. (M.09438/40).

Enemy Air Activity.
Dutch (1303 tons) Bombed 1900/11 
while anchored in Flushing Roads, hit 
by one bomb, cargo set on fire.
Arrived Gravesend on fire, which was 
put out by River Fire Service.
( ID. Form A.A.).
attacked 1423 in 56° 12' N.
1° 52' E. No damage.
in company, attacked 1440, 1455, 1500. 
No damage (M.011317/40).
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British Air Activity.

Co-operation Between 
A/C’s and ships.
Attack on Bergen

IRIS (Dutch/ attacked 
(IRIS 0729/11)

PENELOPE

FURY } 
HAVOCK )
WHITSHED

CODRINGTON
s.s. PRINS WILLEM 
VAN ORANJE

Conference to he held 1100/14 (D.S.D.
1445/11).

To he made hy 1 section of Blenheims and 
6 Skuas p.m./12. Warships sighted and 
M.V.’s in Fjords or within 10 miles of 
Coast of Norway to he reported.. Special 
importance attached also to reconnaiss
ance of Stavanger Aerodrome.(Donihristle 
2014/11). Objectives petrol tanks at 
Kvarven and enemy ships in harbo r 
(A.C.O.S.1705/11)
5 tanks remain undamaged at Florvaaspynt 
1204/11. Two camouflaged ships . .i . . 
5605 1220/11, 3 M.V*a heading North Sea 
1214/11 from Kors FJord(Hatston 1623/11) I 
All aircraft returned. Complete surpris^ 
achieved. , Heavy damage to fuel tanks 
at Florvaaspynt Island two largest 
burning fiercely when last seen and fire J 
spreading. Considerable short range 
fire from target in late stage of attack.; 
(Distribution 1001/11= A.C.0. S.1040/11 
to Admiralty.
All safe aboard s.s. IRIS. Planes disappeared S.W* direction. (IRIS 0748/] 
ARETHUSA proceeding to Join her.
(ARETHUSA 1743/11)
3 A/C’s attacking convoy. (PENELOPE 
1021/IF) See also Narvik.

See Dutch Coast.

Description of attack and damage.
Charges on X gun deck ignited by near 
miss. Nine attacks, mostly dive 
bombing. Ship will be ready for sea 
in 24 hours. Casualties.
(V.A. Dover 1314/11)
Bombed (CODRINGTON 1853/11)
Hit by bomb off Flushing 1853. Want 
assistance. (ScheVeningen Radio 1937/11)
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Enemy mining 
on Dutch and 
Belgian 
coasts.

S. E»Coast.

RUBIS.

Sweeping
reports.

Coast of 
Low Countries.
E.Coast Mine) 
Barrier. )
EXPRESS )
ESK }
INTREPID )
Line BS3. )

HQ?#: COMMANDS. 
Mining,

The situation is obscure, but reports of enemy 
mining have been received in following positions:- 
Off Calais and Dunkirk (B2).
Flushing Roads near Ostend and Zeebrugge (B2)
5 miles off Ostend on a bearing between 015° and 
020° (Ao).
Ymuiden harbour and seaward end of waterway to 
Rotterdam, about 1 mile from sea. Port of Ymuiden 
is still open (B2).
N.E.of Walcheren (B2).
5 miles from Flushing. Flushing Roads and Scheldt 
above flushing (B2).
A report from a neutral source states that the 
Germans have laid magnetic mines in all Dutch 
harbours (B2).
A Dutch pilot vessel has been mined near Rotterdam, 
at E end of Rozenburg Island.
240° Ymuiden South Pier Light, 7 miles. A2.
In the New Waterway as far up as Rotterdam. Al. 
Possibly between Flushing and Wielingen outer Buoy. 
In Roombot. B3.
(N.O.i/c. Dover 0058/11, I.C.0444/40, 0445/40 
D.D.I.C.1420/11.)
Reports of enemy a/c mining off S.E.Coast from 
Lowestoft to Beachy Head (B2) (I.C.0447/40).
Your 1041/11 (proposed laying by RUBIS) Concur 
(V.C.N.S.1754/11 to V.A.(S) ).
1 mine swept 52° 56’N l0373, E (F.0.1.C.Harwich 
1900/11). Magnetic mine exploded by LL sweep 
28° 6’ N 4° 2' 36"W. (N.O.I.C.Swansea 1438/11.)
Re Trawlers sweeping, A A protection etc.
(D.M.S.1421/11.)
Will be laying mines in 000° direction for 4.5 miles 
from 52° 36’N 2°56’E p.m. /12.
(R.A.(S)1706/11, D.D.O.D(M)1531/11, 1326/11).

Operation
CBX.

Report of (PRINCESS VICTORIA 1115/11). 
(Carried out 2107/10).
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Convoys 
OB.147. 
NS3.

Route etc. (N.C.S.0. Liverpool 0936/11). 
Sailing delayed till a.m./12 (F. 0.1. C. Greenock 
1745/11, D.O.D.(H)1452/11) List of ships.
(N. 0.1. C.Greenock 1320/11).

Enemy Reports.
(See also Air)

Lardalsoen. One large ship is reported to be unloading South 
of Lardalsoen 66°14’N 13021’E. B2. (I.C. 0445/40).

Surface Reported 0434 by D.F. (D.C.0545/11, 0729/11)
craft. At 2035/11 in approx. 56°30’N between 2° and 3°E.

By D/F (D.D.I.C.2127/11) B3.
3 destroyers unidentified, reported by a/c 1320 in 53°35’N.

6°25'E, apparently entering the Ems. (I.C. 0445/40)B3. 1
1 destroyer at 2200 a/c reported 1 destroyer stationary 6 miles 

N.W. Heligoland (i.C.0445/40) B3.

Miscellaneous.
German
prisoners.

Warship
building.
Refugees.

HANONIA

Dutch wish to send 1,000 German prisoners to 
England, they will provide ship and armed guard. 
Please provide escort and arrange direct with 
Hague (D.C.1055/11 to C.in C.Nore).
and repairs to have priority over merchant ship 
building. (Contr. 1342/11).
Admiral Nord is sending 2 destroyers now to Ymuiden 
to evacuate French refugees (B.N.L.O.Dunkirk 1639/11)
(Estonian 1781 tons) Condemned as prize 26/4 by 
German Prize Court (N.M.S.E.33. 11/5).



Evacuees.

MONARK

Evacuees.

Landing 
grounds in 
Orkneys and 
Shetlands,

Evacuees.

North Sea.

Channel.

Western
Approaches.
Horn’s 
Reef.
Dutch 
G o as t.
W.Coast 
Norway.
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2 4 3

Miscellaneous. (Contd.)

MALCOLM to intercept and bring to Downs 3 or 
more Dutch trawlers which leave Scheveningen 1800/12 
with British and French evacuees. (V.A.Dover 1832/11 
Cancel. Trawlers have not sailed (v.A.Dover 6057/12
(Sunk by SEVERN 4/5) A.N.A. Stockholm to report if 
shewasunder charter or not (V.A. S. 1114/11).
Intercept L.N.E.R. steamer has probably been sent 
Ymuiden this evening to anbark refugees. Carry out 
my 1445/ and paragraph one of my 1609.

(C.in C.Nore 1950/11 May to C S 2, VIVIEN. 
Capt.(D)l, WHITLEY).
V A C 0 S. No.555/OS 327 dated 7th May.
I strongly support his proposals in paragraph 7 
and request work be pressed on with. My views on 
the urgency of the construction of additional 
landing grounds in the Orkney and Shetlands area 
have been repeatedly expressed since the war began. 

(C.in C. H.F.1751/11).
My 1450 and 1455 11th May. Dutch trawler refused 
to sail. Hague evacuees and those from Amsterdam 
sail tonight Saturday in S.S. DOTTEREL for Downs 
from Ymuiden. (N.A.Hague 1930/11).

Weather.
Wind. Visibility. Outlook.

Between N.W. and N.E. 
Light to moderate.

Very good. Similar.

Northerly, light. Poor to moderate 
coastal haze.

Similar,
visibility
improving.

Northerly, light. Moderate to good, 
coastal haze.

Similar.

W., moderate. Good. Similar.

Light, variable. Moderate. Similar.

In south, S.W. 
to W., fresh

Good. Similar.
In north, 
easterly, fresh.

Moderate,poor 
in showers.

Uncertain.



BERWICK
GLASGOW
KELLY 
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS. 
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Proceed to Liverpool for refit. (C.in C.H.P.1052/11).
Proceed to Liverpool for repairs (do.)
Tugs sent to R V with KELLY 2300/11. (C.in C.Rosyth 
1129/11, 1711/11, 1736/11, 1739/11, P.0.C.18 C.S. 
1610/11, Cruiser and destroyers borahed. No hits.
One A/c reports at least 2 S/m’s in vicinity.
My position 56°14’N 1°53’E.
KELLY now in tow of FURY has made no progress since 
0600 (F.0.C.18 C.S.1505/11).
Cruisers return to Rosyth. If there are S/m's in 
vicinity tow should be cast off until tugs arrive 
and all 3 destroyers screen KELLY. Presume only 
small party of KELLY's crew remains on board her 
(C.in C. H.F. 1609/11 to C.S.18, D5, FURY).
KANDAHAR sailed 1640 at utmost speed (KANDAHAR 
1712/11). Comply with C. in C.H.F. 1609/11. 2 S/m*s 
were reported by a/c’s in your vicinity and 
SHEFFIELD has had several other firm contacts 
between you and me (F.0.C.18 C.S. 1752/11 to Capt.D5).| 
Request fighter patrol 12/5 as from today.
Afternoon appears favourite time for bombing.
Suggest machines of highest performance are out then. 
A/S air patrol also required. (F.O,C.18 C. S.1925/11).
Details of damage (AURORA 1250/10).
Lieut. T.B.J.D.Butler, SEAL, has been reported 
through Red Cross prisoner of war wounded in 
hospital in N.Jutland. This confirms your 1847/9 
(C.W.1341/11 to V. A. (S) ).
Damaged by air bombing at Narvik p.m./lO. Deck 
holed, W/T and 2 guns out of action, 2 officers 
killed, 1 wounded. (D.C.N.S.251).
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North Atlantic. n-5.40. 245Saturday.

French 1200/11. Convoys Nil. Patrols one P.V. off
positions. Vigo (D.C.0011/11).
H.G.31.
Arrangements 
if Italy ~ 
hostile

Route (D.T.D.1133/11).
Admiralty 1256/9. Cii) 26th Divn. Destroyers 
would be detached to Eastern Mediterranean and 
Captain (D) 13 and 25th Divn retained. (Hi)
A/S Trawlers, (iv) Assumed that Convoy commitment 
will cease. (v) French patrol to westward.
(vi) Your estimate of Air Forces required 
considered insufficient. Require 12 flying 
boats and 5 Swordfish for full efficiency.
FOCNA 1304/10 to Admiralty).

Belgian and 
Dutch ships

South Atlantic.
Asking if homeward bound B^gian and Dutch 
ships should be ordered to Freetown to join 
convoy (NCSO Pernambuco 1105/11)

Me di t e r ranean.
Italian
preparations,

V-A
Arrangements 
If Italy 
hostile

Italian Navy are requisitioning number of motor 
fishing vessels and tugs. Similar action was 
taken in August 1939 and craft were then 
allocated mainly to N. Africa and Dodecanese.
2nd Sqn. appear to be concentrating at Naples. 
Situation otherwise unchanged. Army and R.A.F. 
NormaljXCaptain O.S^ S-t. Angelo 1042/11)
1. Reprisals Order in Council will be extended to 
Italy.
2. If Gibraltar overcrowded ships may be sent to 
Casablanca or allowed to proceed to Allied port 
outside Mediterranean on Master’s undertaking 
to go there.
3. Malta base will be closed. Black Sea, Aegean 
and Adriatic traffic directed to Haifa.
4. Traffic from Far East will be dealt with at 
Aden. Southbound traffic continue to be dealt 
with at Port Said. D.C. (ACN3 1657/11).
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FQRSIGN STATIONS. 
East Indies.

11.5.i4.0» p Saturdays

TJ.S.3 Your 2002/10 this was not my intention hut
oYDNEY SYDNEY will now R.V. with US3 in approx. 10° S,

absence of all cruisers from Ceylon area being 
accepted for time being. (C. in C.E.I.0519Z/11) 
(Note 2002/10 assumed he intended SYDNEY to join 
escort for US3 at Cocos Is.)

Italian Persistent rumours which I have no means of
Preparations, checking that certain Blackshirt units are being 

sent from Massawa to Kenya frontier.
(C.G. Addis Ababa Nq45 10/5)

Australia.
Although the German ships in the Netherlands East 
Indies are now reported to have been seized by 
the Dutch East Indies Authorities, it would be 
much appreciated if CERES and COLOMBO could 
remain under the Orders of the C. in C. China for 
a further short period, until the whole position 
of the Netherland East Indies has been clarified. 
(ACNS 1935/11 to ACNB)

America and 7/est Indies.
BHX Cancel programme in my 1415/27/4 and substitute
Convoy (C. in C . AWI 0115/11)
Programme
Offer of by Canadian Govt. Opportunity for offensive
2 destroyers, operations in West Indies now greatly reduced 

in view of calm prevalent in Dutch Islands and 
seizure or scuttling of all in'V’ s.
One destroyer would, however, be very useful 
at Bermuda for local convoy escort duty and 
would be suitably placed to intercept Italian 
shipping on E. coast of U.S.A. if required or 
to return to Halifax at short notice.
(C. in C. A.W.I.1350/11)
Admiralty 1302/11. Situation normal. Removal 
of Germans to Jamaica considered of great assist
ance. (DESPATCH2251/11 ) Asking if Admiralty 
can provide shin to carry 725 troops from Halifax 
21/5 or 22/5 to"Jamaica (CNS Ottawa 1123/11)
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 
China.

11.5*40.
Saturday.

Once it has been confirmed that German Merchant 
ships in Netherlands East Indies have been 
seized by Dutch East Indies Authorities intend 
to withdraw all patrols off Netherlands East 
Indies, send H.M.S. CERES and H.M.S. COLOMBO 
to Australia and HMS FALMOUTH to Colombo.
(C. in C. China 0204Z/11)
Your 0204/11. Concur with sailing of FALMOUTH 
for Colombo. Until, however, the whole position 
of the Netherlands East Indies has been cleared 
up, it is considered preferable to retain CERES 
and COLOMBO.
x’he Australian Commonwealth Naval Board are being 
requested to spare these ships for a further 
short period.
(D.O.D.(F) 1934/11 to C. in C. China)
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LOTTE

BARCELONA

KLAUS SCHOKE

LUISE
BOHNHOPER

SOPHIE
RICKIvIERS
etc.

UCKERLIARK
TANNENPELS

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS 
Home Commands

11.5.40.
Saturday.

(2,115 tons) reported 1.1/5 to Ruegen that she expected 
to arrive at Hamburg 0600/ll (I.C.0448/40) Known fact.
(3,101 tons) was instructed by owners to unload at 
Stockholm 0941/11. Known fact. (i.C.0448/40) •

North Atlantic
Have now anchored off harbour (Vc Horta 1630/10).

East Indies

Of 19 German ships refuging in N.E.I. 18 were seized 
10/5 by Dutch authorities without incident, one 
SOPHIE RICKMERS at Sakang scuttled in deep water 
(C.G. Batavia No. 34 ll/5).
Reported they intend to leave Chisiftais before monsoon 
breaks (D.E.W.D.1312/11 to C. inC.E.I.)
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS. 
China.

Reliable source reports 1,000 tons tungsten ore 400 
tons tin recently loaded German ship possibly to avoid 
storage charges but may be destined Vladivostok.

BURGENLAND Master of German ship BURGENLAtlD has stated Kobe ships
have orders to sail for Vladivostok at first opportunity 
B .I.(Capt. 0.S, Singapore 0452Z/ll). German ships at 
Kobe are: BURG2NLA1TD, KULMERLAWD, MUNSTERLAND, SCHAHNHORST, 
R.C. RICKERS, ANNALIESE RICKMERS, ELSA ES3BSRGER.
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Ships attacked.
Dutch Pilot 
Steamer sunk.

S.S. ROCK 
Sunk

VIIU
At sunk

TRINGA.

r>. TAMAZIS 
Sjrl)

Struck magnetic mine off E. end of Rozenburg . 
Island. Believe gold was on board. No 
survivors located yet. Comdr. Hill and half 
crew of WILD SWAN were on board,proceeding to 
Rotterdam to evacuate gold (WILD SWAN 0818/11 
2217/11, DDIG 1420/11) The wreck lies, as well 
as that of S.S. ROCK near the entrance to NOSttB_ /a . IV o ot a

ARCTIC HUNTER reports 0230/11 picked up 5 
survivors of mined Estonian S.S. Vjfclll West 
Hinder Buoy (C. in C. Nore 0715/11) Note An explosion was observed 1040/11 10 miles E. 
Noss Head (58° 28.5’ N. 3° 3’ W) See Mining.
British (1930 tons) Antwerp to Glasgow was 
mined and sunk 51° 21.2’ N 2 26.2' E (I7 
miles S. of W Hinder Buoy at 1312). She 
was not in the channel. 6 survivors landed 
at Ramsgate, 2 wounded (DCNS 251)
FOC Dover 1524/11*
Attacked midnight 10/11 by an unknown S/M 
20 miles W. of Texel (DCNS 251)

of

S/M's Reported.
Estimated dispositions (DDIC 1308/11)

0434 B.S.T.

* «

o l ^o

D.F. reliable fix, probable U-boat (DC.0545/11) 
Probably surface craft (DDIC 0729/11)

> Unknown s/m CPOX 5426 (AMAZONE 0100/11) 
one s/m passed Vojkoy 68 25* N 13 58 E
at high speed • Reported from shore. 
(VINDICTIVE 3125/11)
310 KELLY 25 (a/c 224 Sqn. 1453/11)
by islander 5 miles N.N.E. Fair I. going E.
9 knots. Cannot confirm (Scapa W/T 0750/11).

a/M's attacked.
^ 3 9  see KELLY (No hits were obtained)
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SITUATION REPORT Sunday

Holland

Low Countries 

Situation 1630/ 1 2 .
l6 German divisions have been identified 
in the Low Countries, half of which are 
armoured or mobile.

The situation has deteriorated. The Zuyder 
Zee Dyke, if lost,-will enable the Germans 
to enter North Holland. In the South, Moer 
Dijk bridge has been passed by armoured cars, 
and unless the bridges at Dordrecht are 
destroyed the Germans South of Rotterdam will 
be reinforced.

Belgium It seems possible that the German plan may 
be to r einforce the original thrust from 
Maastricht by a similar thrust to the North.

Helder The Germans were stated at 1630 to be attacking 
Avthe East end of the Ajahuit Dyke across the 

Zuider Zee, and the Dutch C. in C. asked for 
a ship to bombard the East Coast of the Zuider 
Zee and 2 M.T.B’s. to patrol southward of the 
dam to prevent the Germans crossing by steamer.
GRIFFIN was sent through the Texel Channel to 
help the Dutch defence, being later relieved by 
H.M.S.VALOROUS supported by 4 Blenheims; 

but the Dutch had to fall back across the Dyke 
at 1720/12. Attack from the north on Germans 
advancing along this Dyke is difficult as there 
is a wall 8 feet high on the seaward side behind 
which they can move unmolested. Three L'.T.Bs 
entered the Zuyder Zee through the North 
Holland Canal from Ijmuiden as the Germans 
are reported to be embarking mechanised 
transport in flat bottomed boats for an 
invasion of the Province of North Holland 
behind the Dutch front in the Provinces of 
Gelderland and Utrecht. 1

Rotterdam Waalhaven aerodrome is thought to have been 
rendered unfit for use by our aerial bombing; 
and the Germans today occupied a car park_ 
and stadium south of Rotterdam and are using 
them as a landing ground.
Naval assistance for the recovery of the 
Waalhavn aerodrome at Rotterdam was declined 
by the Dutch at 1335/12- About two hours 
later the situation at Rotterdam, where the 
Germans have landed artillery whies, had been 
brought in Swedish ships and are receiving 
reinforcements by air in troop carrying...
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Rotterdam
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Flushing

4
Refugees

Mines

Air

12.5.40.
Sunday

SITUATION REPORT

Low Countries
carrying aircraft of which 15 arrive every 
hour escorted by fighters, became v/orse. 
The Dutch asked for British destroyers to 
bombard, and HEREWARD was sent.

Thirteen destroyers are operating off the 
Hook today, wherever Germans are to be 
seen landing; and 2 are to patrol off 
Broten Ridge, in the North Sea.
200 R.M.s were landed at the Hook early 
this morning from VERITY and VENOMOUS, to 
hold the landing place pending the arrival 
of a larger force.
LL trawlers arrived at the Hook at dawn to 
to operate. The Wellington mine sweeping 
flight is standing by at short notice. 
Magnetic mines were exploded and at 1755/12 
HYPERION reported that the sweepers reported 
the branch channel to the Hook clear.

The French are now strongly established in 
Walcheren Island, and the presence of the 
small British force which provisionally 
occupied Flushing is no longer considered 
necessary. Two German air raids on Flushing 
on 12/5 sank a Dutch gunboat but caused few 
casualties among the troops.

Refugees for the U.K. are being embarked 
at Ymuiden in S.S. DOTTEREL#. S.S. UALIKES 
arrived at Tilbury today with 200 refugees.
The military mission has been landed at 
Flushing•

Rotterdam, Ostend and Zeebrugge are closed, 
and enemy magnetic mines have been laid off 
Ymuiden.

Intense aerial activity continued throughout 
tiie day. CODRINGTON, HAVOCK, HEREWARD, 
MOHAWK, VIVACIOUS and other ships were 
attacked almost continuously by dive bombers 
from 0700 onwards in various positions off 
the Dutch coast, though there are no reports 
of ships being hit.
Enemy aircraft bombed Flushing, Hook, and 
Breskens.

Contd
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SITUATION REPORT

Low Countries

Air (contd.) The landing of parachute troops has continued 
at many points and troop carrying aircraft 
have landed on the beach north of Scheveningen 
at low water.
The Dutch S.S. PRINSESA JULIANA was attacked 
and hit by bombs after being mined off the 
Dutch coast.
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SITUATION REPORT

Norway

The enemy have taken Mosjoen and are 
advancing by sea, land, and air. The 400 
troops in NORD NORGE were landed about 
15 miles S.W. of Mo before CALCUTTA sank 
her. ZULU is to remain in the vicinity of 
Mosjoen, and 2 cruisers, 1 destroyer, a 
sloop and a store ship with 450 troops from 
the Narvik area landed at Bodo during 
the forenoon 12/5.
Mo is held by the Norwegians. 1000 Germans 
are reported to be holding Hemnes Peninsula 
disguised in Norwegian uniforms.

Eneny aircraft continued coastal reconnaissance 
flights in Narvik and Harstad area;
ENTERPRISE, FLEETWOOD and supply ship 
MARGOT were attacked continuously during 
the forenoon whilst unloading at Mo.
It is understood that troop transport activity 
continues actively in Norway and our aircraft 
report a considerable concentration of 
enemy aircraft at Stavanger.
GLORIOUS and FURIOUS sailed about midday, but 
were recalled to the Clyde at 1415/12.
No date can be given when the aerodromes at 
Bardufoss and Skaanland be ready but the 
carriers were ordered to land their Gladiators 
and Hurricanes at Banak aerodrome which will 
be ready by 15/ 5•
PROTECTOR is to leave for the Mediterranean 
and every snail ship which can be spared is 
being sent to the U.K.
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Miscellaneous KELLY reported at 0745 that she was in tow of 2 tugs and going well. A battle flight 
and Sunderland A.S. escort were then in contact with her. She was again attacked from the air during the forenoon, but without any material success.
SEALION attacked 2 southward bound screened transports in Skagerrak 6/5 and believed she made 2 hits.

Air Aircraft from 15 out of the lb first line long range bombing Geschwader have been 
identified as taking part in air operations in Norway, the Low countries, and France.
It is estimated that 60% of the Squadrons of the whole long range bomber force have 
now been e ngaged.
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HOME COMMANDS

Movements

Suggest VEGA now refittirg at Chatham 
should be placed under orders of C.C. Nore 
and WALLACE should be retained under order 
of C. in C.j Rosyth. (C. in CM  Nore, 
1159/12).

Positions 0600/13 (D.C., 2025/12)(V.A.S.
1852/12).

British Precautions

Local military and civil authorities have 
suggested sinkirg ships in Tyne and Tees 
to immobilise ports in event of Germans 

attending invasion. Have refused to 
consider this suggestion as practicable. 
(F.O.j Tyne, 1110/12).

Supplied with rifles and ammunition from 
Chatham. (C. in C., Nore, 1147/12).

Operations (General)
------ - 4,

LALCOIli return to harbour. WIVERN remain 
on patrol (V.A.Dover, 0755/12).

— ^■Unless you have Dutch Mission on board 
relieve WIVERN on North Goodwin patrol. 
WIVERN return to harbour. (N.O.I.C. Dover, 
0853/12 to VENOMOUS).

Intend sailing GRENADE for Dover 0900/13. 
With all despatch. (F.O.I.C., Liverpool, 
1050/ 1 2 ).

Sailed 094-5 for Dover (C. in C., W.A., 113^ 12).

For night 12/13 May.
—^-North Goodwin Patrol - VENOMOUS 

Trawlers on D.C. 3 to 7 Flare drifters disposed along coast.
(V.A. Dover, 1935/12, N.O.I.C. Harwich, 
2144/12).

Conditions under which Norwegian ships may 
pass patrols.My 1453 22nd April after Egypt add Netherlands 
East Indies. From exceptions delete Dutch 
possessions. (F.O.C.N.P. 2237/12 to N.P.).
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Operations - Dutch Coast (General)

Troops
Requested

Ref. telegram 41 of May 11. Sending of 
troops additional to those suggested in my
telegram of May 11 to Ymuiden is strongly 
recommended by Military Attache, proposes they 
be send to Hook of Holland to operate betv/een 
there and Hague. H.M. Minister stresses 
importance of our doing all possible to assist 
in safeguarding the Hague. (N.A., Hague, 
0240/12).

If enemy cruisers move towards Holland I 
should be glad to have strong cruiser 
reinforcements. (C. in C., Nore, 0951/12).
Your 0951/12. MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD and 
YORK are at Rosyth at two hours notice at 
your disposal. MANCHESTER is not degaussed 
but arrangements have been made to fit 
temporary D.G. if ship is placed at four 
hours' notice. (C. in C., H.F., 1037/12).
Please place MANCHESTER at 4 hours' notice 
and continue work of degaussing. (C. in C., 
Nore, 1217/12).

etc.. Orders Sail without further orders if you hear
definite news of German surface warships 
moving towards Dutch coast. (C. in C.,
Nore, to BIRMINGHAM, C.S.2, and destroyers,
0855/12).
If our destroyers harass enemy the German 
Army may demand naval help. It is suggested 
that additional magnetic mines in entrance 
to German harbours,would be beneficial.
(C. in C., Nore, 1012/12).

If not carry out A/S search towards Ymuiden 
and return to Humber if air attack too heavy 
(C. in C., Nore, 0401/12).

BIRMINGHAM, Remain in harbour at half-hour's notice.

MOHAWK
JANUS

Proceed towards Scheviningen, Capt. D.l is to 
call on you if he needs further support.

return to harbour, WIVERN remain 
on patrol. (V.A.Dover, 0755/12).
Malcolm

MALCOLM
WIVERN
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Operations - Dutch Coast (General)

Troop Trans
ports

4 fast liners Zeeland Steamship Co. with 
reduced crews arrived Gravesend awaiting
orders are available for troop transport 
to Holland -PRINSESH BEATRIX, KONIGtN EMMA, 
HtlueES* JULIANA, MEBKLENBBRG. (Message 
received 13/5/40 via D.N.L.O. - FRINGES*

-> JULIANA had meantime been bombed and 
abandoned off the Hook, at 1116/12).

(Cdr. I.C. Sheerness 1838/12).

Not now required for refugees and will sail 
2200 to rejoin HEREWARD who is to give her a 
R.V. (Capt. (D)2, 2142/12).

Dl, 1733/12 to HYPERION).
1> Your 1638 (joinirg with Capt. D.l off Whistle 

Buoy) who will take over here as HAVOCK is 
proceeding direct to Harwich to oil:’(HYPERION 
1705/12 to Capt. D.l).
Join me off Whistle Buoy 1840/12. (Capt. D.l 
1638/12 to HYPERION, WILD SWAN).

Ymuiden 0600/12. (C. in C., Nore, 0413/12 to 
Capt. D.l, MOHAWK). (Bombed and abandoned, 
see Air)*

ARCTIC HUNTER Your 1915> not to Admiralty. Remain at Hook
if possible. If not retire to Flushing. 
Commander Peterson at Flushing may give vou 
further orders. (C. in C., Nore, 2155/12).
Cancel my 2155* Remain at Hook if possible and 
keep entrance clear. If necessary retire to 
Flushing. Commander Peterson at Flushing
may give you further orders. (c. in C. Nore, 
2301/130.

Military-
Situation

Reports at 0840 and 1030 from Military Attache, 
The Hague, reed. 1040 and 1520/12.

- >KAV0CK Return to Harwich for fuel now. (C. in C., 
Nore, 1205/12).

WHITLEY Proceed forthwith to Dover with all despatch

— >HAVOCK, 
relief for.

Your 1705 will advise HEREWARD to send one 
destroyer into Hook at daylight 13/5* (Capt.

.PRINSES$
JULIANA

Dutch S.S. PRINSESB JULIANA has sailed for 
Flushing with troops and expects to arrive
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Operations - Helder

3 M.T.B's expected to arrive Ymuiden on 
passage to Amsterdam 2030/12 (C. in C., 
Nore, 1641/12 to GRIFFIN, Capt. D(l), Adty. 
Hyperion).

Destroyer to be sent with despatch to 
Helder to discuss with Dutch possibility 
of cooperation in Zuyder Zee. Report if M.T. B's 
can be used (C. in C., Nore, 1001/12).

Is short of fuel and has been ordered to
return to Bundaberg as soon as your
1001/12 is complied with. (Capt. D.l 1138/12).

Germans have taken N.E. part of Zuyder Zee 
Barrier Dyke up to locks. If aircraft 
cannot be sent Marine-staff urgently request 
anti-aircraft machine guns with personnel to 
be sent to Helder scon as possible. (2x2, 
1630/1 2 ).

Flushing heavily bombed by planes. Island of 
Walcheren strongly held by French forces. 
French troops are beyond Antwerp and Antwerp 
is strongly held. Dutch ask urgently that 
M.T.B's of not more than seven feet draught 
be sent to the Helder to operate in Zuider 
See. (French Adty., 1043/12)(D.D.l.C. 1203/12)
Commander Peterson has arrived Flushing. 
(KIMBERLEY, 1100/12).

Ad. Furstner asks for early provision of 
craft to operate against imminent German 
thrust Zuider See. Maximum draught seven 
feet. KINGFISHER class appears suitable. 
M.T.B's very useful. French being also 
asked to prwide. M.T.B's should proceed 
Ymuiden, other types Texel. 08l5«
(N.A., Hague, 1230/12). Passed to V.A., 
Dover, 1355/12)•
To proceed immediately if possible and 
attack Gernans crossing the Long Dam across 
Zuider Zee, chart 2322. (C. in C., Nore, 
1930/ 1 2 ). Witlidraw daylight if attacks ....
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GRIFFIN
Contd.

3* /H.T. <1. &V.

attacks too heavy* Another destroyer will 
relieve you later. (C. in C., Nore, 1950/2). 
D.l to detail one destroyer (not MOHAWK 
or JANUS) to collect local pilot at Eelder 
and relieve GRIFFIN after daylight (C. in C. 
Nore, 1952/12).
To 3r(i M.T.B. Flotilla: Urgently required
to stop Germans now pouring across new 
Zuider Zee dam. Consult with Dutch whether 
M.T.B. might fire torpedoes running shallow 
to destroy lock gates. (C. in C., Nore 
2007/12). 3rd M.T.B.F. proceeding (D.l, 
0023/13). Understood Zuider Zee dyke has a 
thick protective wall 8 ft. high on northern 
side, making it possible for troops to pass 
unobserved from seaward, and destroyer 
fire possibly ineffective. If possible 
confirm practicability of attack with local 
authorities before taking action. (C. in C., 
Nore, to GRIFFIN, 2146/12).
Situation at Helder given by C. in C. at 
1900 today. Germans attacking East end of 
Dam. He stated Dutch holding them and 
requested assistance of ship to bombard 
East Coast of Zuider Zee by Dam. Dutch 
warship is proceeding to this tomorrow.
He also requested motor torpedo boats to 
patrol Zuider Zee to southward of dam to 
prevent Gernans crossing by steamer. Most 
urgent need he stated was fighter aircraft, 
an aerodrome is available at Anna Paulowna. 
GRIFFIN was not able to oil and sailed 2COO 
owing to necessity of clearing Channel before 
dark. Your 1930 and you 1952 were received 
after sailing, am returning to Harwich to 
oil. Have no high explosive ammunition left 
onboard. (GRIFFIN, 2200/12).

Dutch Coast

Waalhaven WILD SWAN proceed up river and bombard_
Aerodrome Waalhavn aerodrome if Dutch concur.* LL

sweepers sweep ahead of you if available.
(C. in C., Nore, 1154/12). * A* ̂  ~  rY~

N.A., Hague, has requested through Dutch 
N.L.O. that Waalhaven Aerodrome should be 
constantly bombarded in view of Rotterdam’s 
position, which Dutch troops can no longer 
reinforce. Germans landing every hour 
with 15 planes accompanied by 8 fighters.

c ontd • • • ••
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Operations - Dutch Coast

Waalhaven 
Aerodrome 
(contd.)

N.A. Hague, has also requested that Stavoren 
should be bombarded where large preparations 
are being ire.de for crossing Zuyder Zee in
boats. (D.D. I.C., 1149/12, to C. in C., Nore).

(r 2*0)Your 1154./L Dutch authorities do not concur. 
This operation is not being carried out. 
(HYPERION, 1335/12 to C. in C., Nore).
Bombing attack on Waalhaven 2140-2200/12, 
report, (Chatham, A.C.H.Q., 0125/13> 0130/13)*

Dutch Coast - Rotterdam

Following received from Netherlands Govt, 
situation Rotterdam extremely critical.
If landing of German troops at Waalhaven 
is not stopped immediately and continually, 
Rotterdam will be untenable andgeneral 
consequence disastrous.Allied bombers and 
fighters therefore considered vital.Germans 
have landed artillery at Rotterdam from 
Swedish ships. (Naval, Hague, NO/ T.0.0. 
reed. 1538/ 1 2 ).

As German planes land troops on foreshore 
from Scheveningen northward at about low 
water this would be a good time for our ships 
to stand in (N.A., Hague, 1404/12 to Adty.)

Repeated to MOHAWK, who was ordered to take 
JANUS under his orders and operate on coast 
as necessary. Next lov; water at Scheveningen 
0120/13. (C. in C., Nore, 2214/12).

R.M. Landing. Hook of HoilandA

VERITY and VENOMOUS left Dover at 2345 for 
Hook of Holland with landing parties of 
Royal Marines arriving after daylight. 
(N.O.I.C., Dover, 0005/12).
Coastal Command to provide protection for 
disembarkation of marines at OoOO B S T 12/5* 
Fighter Command to support Blenheims with 
8-gun fighters. (Air Ministry, 0145/12).
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Operations
R.M. Landing, Hook of Holland

VERITY, VENOMOUS arrived, Royal Marines 
landed. Major-Gen. Oorschot, Lieut.-Col. 
Zegers and 2 Dutch naval officers taking 
passage to U.K. in VERITY and VENOMOUS, 
sailing 0800 B S T. (HYPERION, 0640/12).

#

►

Battalion can W.O. can send one composite Guards battalion 
be sent tonight. Force is too small to restore a

bad or deteriorating situation but by its 
moral rather than its military effect might 
tip the scales if situation is nearing 
restoration by Dutch. R0port on situation 
(V.C.N.S. 1053/12 to Major Mitchell R.M.)
Pass to O.C. Royal Marine Force. If Guards 

l Batal/ion is sent tonight Sunday, ship will 
also carry two wireless trucks. Endeavour 
to arrange for 60 gallons of petrol to be 

provided on quay and for cranage to 
disembark trucks. Maximum weight 3 tons.
CD. of 0. 1732/12).

7

Following from Major Mitchell, Royal Marines. 
Am of the opinion that one composite force 
in support of my force would not have 
any material effect without aircraft support 
being considerably strengthened. General 
situation still, but appears unchanged in 
vicinity of the Hook. (HYPERION, 1405/12).
Following from Marines, Hook; large numbers 
parachute troops reported landing beyond 
woods li miles to my front at 1900. All 
destroyers sailed tonight and am now 
without supporting fire should this be 
required at the present time. (V.A. Dover, 
2038/12) (C. in C., Nore, 2207/12 to HEREWARD).
Imperative one destroyer arrives Hook forth
with to support Marines. (C. in C., Nore, 
2236/12) Your 2236. I am endeavouring 
to enter (HEREWARD 2328/12).
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My 2121/11 and 2341/11. CANTERBURY and MAID 
OF ORLEANS to embark one composite Guards 
Battalion of about 650 men and about 100 
tons of stores and sailed to the Hook of 
Holland. Hoped that they will be ready to 
sail by 1930. 20,000 rounds of R.A.F.
ammunition, about 5 tons weight, now at 
Dover and consigned to the Commandant Maritime, 
Middelen, Amsterdam, are also to be embarked 
and turned over to O.C., R.M.,Force. Dutch 
authorities have been informed and are making 
arrangements to t ransport it to Amsterdam.
Ships are to r etum to Dover on completion 
of unloading. A second Battalion may be sent 
to Hook during the night 1 3 th/14th May.
It is probable that the R.M. Detachment will 
be withdrawn in the ship carrying this Force. 
This operation will be known as 
(V.C.N.3., 1656/12).
Ships sailed. Expected time of arrival 0300/13 
(F.O., Dover, 2010/12). Request fighter 
protection at Hook during disembarkation 
Harpoon (V.A., Dover, 1945/12). Heavy air 
escort imperative if battalion is to be got 
ashore tomorrow (Hook, 2245/12).

Dutch Coast. Hook

Take charge of all destroyers in vicinity of 
Hook, C. in C., Nore, to D.l, 0421/12).
Other source of information slow and unreliable 
Essential you report exactly where ships are 
needed and when you have to withdraw. (C. in 
C., Nore, to Capt., D.l, etc., 0453/12).
Try to establish communication between ships 
and shore, preferably at Scheveningen, 
alternatively Hook, to keep us informed of 
requirements and supply intelligence.
(Capt. D.l, to HYPERION, 0836/ 1 2 ). (see also 
Mining).
Situation to 0600. No landirg seen on fore
shore since 1900/11. Town behind Scheveningen 
apparently Delft burning fiercely throughout 
the night. (Capt. D.l, 06l6/12).
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Dutch Coast - Hook.

Destroyers. My 06l6. Destroyers attacked by bombing air-
Hook (contd.) craft at 0700 but presence of Blenheims

seems to have kept down bombing.
Request relief aircraft if possible. HAVOCK, 
GRIFFIN and probably HYPERION will have to 
leave area pm. today to fuel. At present 
have adequate forces. (Capt. D.l, 0809/12).
Adty. 2341/11, transport for 1 battalion 
Marines. Authorities here unable to collect 
any transport at present. (HYPERION, 1535/12).

•
Dutch Coast - Operation XD

Situation at Flushing now considered sufficient
ly stabilised by presence of French Army to 
warrant withdrawal of XD Party. Admiral Nord 
agrees. Situation at Antwerp should permit 
similar withdrawal shortly. (V.A., Dover, 
1053/12).
Your 1053/12. Approved to withdraw destroyer 
from Flushing. Demolition party is to remain 
for present (V.C.N.3. 1345/12 to V.A. Dover).
Request O.I.C. Demolition Party to signal 
his appreciation of situation in Antwerp as 
regards necessity for retention of BRILLIANT 
and/or his party there. (N.O.I.C., Dover, 
1319/12).

Dutch Coast - Operation Lyster

Keep steam at four hours’ notice, coming 
to immediate notice by 0800 to-morrow Monday. 
(Capt. Dangerfield, to H.M. S. FLORENTINO, 
TRANSEAS, PACIFICO, BORODINO, ATLANTIC GUIDE, 
1146/12).

Dutch Coast

Destroyers VERSATILE grounded. Taken in tow by
Tcontd.) WALPOLE. Proceeding Sheerness. (VERSATILE

0940/12). Your 0940. Tug proceeding from 
Sheerness to take over tow. Route (C. in 
C. Nore, 1057/12). In event of damage to 
destroyers off Dutch coast intend to send 
rescue tugs to them. Most undesirable that 
other destroyers should be used for towing. 
(C. in C., Nore, 1031/12).

81 k i iL
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Dutch Coast.

Destroyers 
(Contd.)

Bombardment 
of aerodrome 
asked for

Keep well clear of Capt. (D)l, who leaves 
Ymuiden for Harwich about 2200 tonight 
Sunday. (C. in C., Nore to WALPOLE', 2217/12 ).
CODRINGTON with VENETIA and VIVACIOUS and 
passengers left Ymuiden 2340/12, expected 
arrive Harwich 07OO/I3 . (Capt. (D)l,
2358/12). S ^ u l i  ie. a-K yt. -

Following from Naval Attache^ Hague begins l-' 
Germans have occupied car park ancf stadium 
South of Rotterdam and using as an aerodrome. 
Marine staff request British Destroyers 
bombard from waterway 1926. Ends. Deal with 
this situation. (C. in C., Nore, 1953/12 
to HEREWARD). *' „ • . '

Dutch Coast - Operation J (Evacuation of Royal Family)

Arrangements for (Naval Secretary 0950/12,
1858/12).

? N-"5lYour F.O. 58 May 12. Position fully 
appreciated Dut postponement has been due to 
internal dangers. In all these operations 
owing to constantly, fluctuating situation 
some alteration to plans will be inevitable 
although every effort will be made to keep 
them as far as possible. (N.A. Hague, 
1830/12). Passed to C. in C., Nore, by 
D.C., 2117/12. My 1320. Carry out operation 
J tonight. (C. in C., Nore, 1715/12 to Capt.
(D)l).

Contd
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HOME COMMANDS

Dutch Coast - Operation J (Evacuation of Royal Family)

operation J every night. This should be 
explained and party should embark tonight 

Sunday without fail. (D.O.D.(H) to N.A. 
Hague, 1353/12). HYPERION to send urgent 
message to this effect on arrival.
(C. in C., Nore, 1725/1 2 ).
Operation J consists of embarking passengers. 
If ordered tonight HYPERION and one other 
are to be off Ymuiden by 2040 B.S.T.
One destroyer to embark Royal party, other

*• ZS.DOTTEREL to take refugees which S.S& COTTRILL?cannottake. Third destroyer if available will 
be required if bullion ship probably 
S.S. PERSEUS also sails. This destroyer is 
not to enter Ymuiden. Destination for 
Royal party Harwich, others Southend.
(C. in C., Nore, 1300/12).
N.A. Hague reports. Your 1836/11. Apparently 
you did not receive message from me through 
Netherlands Adty. that operation J was 
postponed. It is certain that departure 
takes place after dark tomorrow 12/ 5*
2155/11 Ends. (D.O.D.(H) 1710/12 to C. in C. 
Nore).
My 1320 prepare to carry out operation J 
tonight. Send as escort for Royal party 2 
more destroyers that need rest or fuel.
Select one to take charge on coast when 
you leave. (C. in C., Nore, 1502/12 to D.l 
HYPERION).
Your 1320 and 1502. CODRINGTON detailed 
for Royal party with WILD SWAN, VENETIA 
as escort. HYPERION willt ake overflow

XSS.VdiTBrel refugees from*COTTRILL.? VIMY detailed for 
bullion ship if she sails. HEREWARD will 
be left in charge on coast (Capt. Dl,

Contd. Not possible to have ships standing by for

1644/12).

:
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Operations
Low Countries - Refugees.

Dutch officer has boarded WHITLEY inside 
harbour and states no refugees or royal 
personages to embark. S.S. PERSEUS not 
sailing tonight. 8 magnetic mines have 
been laid 240 degs. 7 miles from harbour 
entrance. Am returning to Sheerness 
with.VIVIEN and WHITLEY. CODRINGTON and 
GRIIjjCN returning to Kook. (F.O. 2 C.3.
0 13 1/1 2 ). £■> a. SiCjrxa.1 }>■

Requesting destroyers be sent to embark 
250 people in DOTTEREL. (N.A., Hague, 
1630/12). Cancel my 1630/1 2 , but escort 
essential for DOTTEREL (N.A., Hague, 1805/12).
Your 1644, ships detailed for refugees, etc., 
WILD SWAN to remain under orders of V.A.r 
Dover. Use another destroyer. ? COTTRILL* 
not available, extra destroyer required 
instead. (C. in C., Nore, 1824/12).

Dutch 7/arships

after 1200/12 (N.O.I.C. Yarmouth 0700/12).

J'AN SfAN GELDER 
v a /v KERCH

Cruiser SUMATRA class 10 miles N. of Cromer Steeripg W
(Capt. D.20, 1130/12).

ISAAC 3*EER3 Destroyer )ISAAC 3SEERS left Downs for Spitheai 
(V.A. Dover, 0852/12).^At-ora VA/v O.lS, 021, 022 Submarines )

SUMATRA (cruiser) sailed and will arrive off Humber soon
I S ,  0 2 1, 022
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COVENTRY
AerodromesBanak.

: • L • C • Hj •
Horse Boats

General Marion 

K-iakenes 

C.S. 20.

Supplies.

12/5/1940
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operations.
Narvik.

Joining me in Ofot Fiord (F.O. Narvik, 0725/1 2 )
I'y 0119/11 and F.O. Narvik 0015/12 Banak 
aerodrome is not suitably placed for use at 
present. O.C. R.A.F. now arrived, states neither 
Sarflu ^oss nor Skaaiiland can be ready to receive 
aircraft before 22/5. (R.A. Narvik,1121/12)
Your 2215/11 and 2329/11. We consider it most 
inadvisable to land fighter sauadrons at Banak. 
aerodrome, which is well within range of enemy 
bombers working from Trondheim. (Reasons)
Consider you should retain both fighter squadrons 
in the carriers until either Bardufoss or 
Skaanland is ready to receive them. (D.O.D. (H) 1309/12 to F.O. Narvik)
Concurring in this (F.O. Narvik, 1645/12)
Admiralty 2110/7 and 2123/9 Owing to changed 
situation 3 M.L.C.1. cannot now be sent. Request 
immediate reply in regard to requirements of 
Horse Eoats. (D of L.D. to R.A. Narvik, 1602/12 
10 Horse Boats required (F.O. Narvik, 1857/12)
To visit Lord Cork and French and Norwegian H.O. 
from General Gamelin (D of P 1752/12)
Situation normal. Morale appears good. (C.S. 1 , 
1827/12, to D.O. Narvik)
Ordered to proceed Skjel Fiord and protect 
French submarine L’ESPOIR from attack. When 
relieved by VINDICTIVE, proceed Lavang Fiord.
(F.O. Narvick, 2126A2)
Your 1508/II Consider time has now arrived when 
Admiralty should take over responsibility for all 
supplies frr ships in Narvik area. Propose 
necessary oilers, colliers, ammunition carriers 
and Naval and victualling store ships be 
assembled at Rosjrth or Clyde for inclusion in 
suitable Narvik convoys. (C in C., H.F. 1010/12)
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Bodo Party.

Mo.

Motor Drifters.

Bofors guns.
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Operations.
Mosjoen, Mo, Bodo.

Embarked Colonel Gubbins and 100 men. Further 
350 in Norwegian steamer conveyed by JAVELIN. Both 
proceeding Bodo. (YORK 0444/12).
Company with Colonel Gubbins is still reported to 
be at Sannessjoen. Investigate. (F.O. Narvik 
to ENTERPRISE, 0532/12). Gubbins reported en 
route Bodo. (F.O. Narvik to ENTERPRISE, 1043/12). 
Col. Gubbins and Governor from JACKAL landed 
Bodo 1000/12. Remainder entered Bodo 1145.
Nothing further required. Have supplied quantity 
of provisions and ammunition. JACKAL and 
JAVELIN proceeding. (JACKAL 1206/12).
Mo in Norwegian hands with local British H.Q. 
Another small British force is in oontact with
1,000 enemy in Norwegian uniforms. Peninsular 
of Heranes with H.tJ. at Surd. (JACKAL 0239/12).
In view of R.A. Scapa’s adverse report on 
endurance and seaworthiness of the motor drifters, 
these craft will not now be included in Gubbins 
Flotilla. 5 trawlers to be sailed to Bodo when 
ready. (D. of P.1425/12) •
Your 2246/11. No. In view of situation at Moajoen 
these were left in accordance with Colonel Gubbins' 
instructions (VETERAN 0139/12 to C.in C. H.F.)
Your 0107/12. I regard it as most important to 
check German advance into district which will give 
access to aerodromes. ENTERPRISE in charge of 
operations had orders to get in touch with Gubbins 
whose position from a garbled message seemed 
somewhat precarious. If Mo is not practicable 
force will go to Bodo. (F.O. Narvik 1026/12 to 
1st S.L.)Should situation permit H.M.S. HESPERUS with MARGOT 
is to proceed to Scapa passing through position 
066°N.~004°E. then as ordered by C.in C. Rosyth. 
H.M.S. FLEETWOOD to return to Lavang and complete 
with ammunition. H.M.S. ENTERPRISE go to Bodo. 
H.M.S. CAIRO remain at Mo. R.A. Narvik inform 
F H Q. (F.O. Narvik 2119/12).
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Operations.

Situation

Floatplane,

Iceland - Operation Fork.
Still quiet. Estimate 90,o population favourable 
or neutral, 10,G impassively hostile. Further 
details (Reykjavik, 1327/12).

IS&lru-S.Admty 1851/11. #ALRUS disembarked and moored 
Fossvogr Fiord. Sub-Lieut.(A) Broadwood in 
charge. (BERWICK, 1249/12).

tit

British
Subjects.

Trawler
Visits.

Admty. 1959/10, number of British subjects in 
Iceland. 12 men, 6 women, 3 children. (S.O.I. 
Iceland, 1726/12).

My 1914/7. Iceland. Reykjavik area, now 
occupied by British. Trawlers should visit 
all eastern fiords betv/een Papey and Langanes. 
Ascertain no enemy forces present and be friendly 
with inhabitants. (V.A.N.P.1510/12).

IF.O.G. Northern Patrol's 1510. Act accordingly 
when visibility permits. H.M.S. NORTHERN DUKE all 
Fiords from Papey to Reydar inclusive.
H.M.S. KINGSTON JACINTH between Horn and Borgar I
latitude 065°32' North longitude 013°47’ West, 1
H.M.S. KINGSTON PERIDOT engage Langanes.
(CALIFORNIA 1745/12).

>•
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Operations.
Submarines.

GLORIOUS
FURIOUS

N.S. 3* 

N.S. 2.

Loading

BELFORT

N.P. 3.

II. S. 4. ) 
N.P. 4. )

Cancel ray 1254 17 th. April (re British 
Submarine operating North of Bergen)
(R A (D) H.F. 1316/12)
Aircraft Carriers

To sail after patty mentioned on Adty.
1346/11 have been embarked (Diplomats etc.,)
(C. in C., H.F. 0801/12)
FURIOUS sailed (FOIC Greenock 1119/12 
GLORIOUS sailed (FOIC Greenock 1339/12)
Both ships ordered to return to Clyde (VC1TS 
1415/12) Returned Clyde (HOIC Greenock 175^/12)
In view of my 1415/12, passengers and officers 
mentioned in GLORIOUS 1137/12 are to be trans
ferred to S0BI13KT or 3ATORY (D.O.D. I H 1927/12)
Requesting information of position of Bard*£»
Foss 1 nding ground. (GLORIOUS 1450/12)
Norwegian Units
Requesting which units of Norwegian fleet remain 
in Norwegian hands, and whether land or sea 
communications exist between Tromso and Litf enes. 
(D.N.I. 1712/12 to IT.A. Narvik.
Convoys - Norway.
Sailed 08l5 for Harstad, escorted by WALLER and 
EEAGLE (F.O. I.C. Greenock 0901A2)
.S. 2 and IvlLTA arrived 11/5 (N.O.I.C. Narvik 

0937/12)
reloading of BATORY and | >1 I (D of S8 to
F.u. Glasgow, 1125A2)
French Admiralty request to sail for Narvik with 
N.S. 3* She is supply ship for French flying 
boats asked-for by Gen. Bethouast. (D.O.D.(H) 
1135/12) Captain of BELFORT states endurance 
insufficient for route of N.S.3 . (C in C H.F. 
2008/1 2 )
Request may be sailed for Narvik area when 
ready ( D. 0.D. (H) 1657A2)
Cancel Admiralty 2236/IO. Future convoy sailings 
amended and as far as possible combined.
Composition of N.S. 4 and N.P. 4 (D.O.D. (m
!659A2)
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Air

British Air Activity
Requesting air protection for British

War Diary 12.5.40.
Sunday

destroyers operating on Dutch coast from 
Hook to eastwards wherever German aircraft are 
landing. (D.O. 0220/12 to Air Ministry).

Skua combat with one Dornier 215 at 1230/12 off 
Bergen. Report (Hatston, 1452/12).

Reconnaissance report, Flushing (Chatham 
A.C.H.Q. 2120/12).

Ship escorted by 2 torpedo boats attacked 
1158 in approx. 60° 5*N, 5° 20'E. Six 
500 lb. bombs dropped, no hits. (Hatston 
1435/12).

Enemy Air Activity
Norwegian
Campaign

Principles evident from Norwegian campaign 
in landing forces in face of hostile aircraft 
attacks. (1st S.L. to C-in-C Med. 1356/12).

CODRINGTON Bombed (CODRINGTON 0650/12)
Bombed C.P.O.X. 0202 C.P.O.X. 0509 
(CODRINGTON 0852/12)
Bombed C.P.O.X. 0102 (CODRINGTON 1030/12)
Send fighters C.P.O.X. 0102 (CODRINGTON 1100/12)

•HAVOCK Bombed C.P.O.X. 1015 (HAVOCK 0702/12) 
Enemy still bombing (HAVOCK 0714/12).

S.S. SEMBILAN 
(Dutch)

Bombed 51° 20’N, 4° 5’E. (SEMBILAN 0701/12). 
S.O.S. 52° 22’N, 4° 8’E. (SEMBILAN 0706/12) 
Distress traffic ended. Distress call is 
clear (SEMBILAN 0743/12).

HEREWARD Bombed C.P.T.S. 0044 (HEREWARD 1032/12).

PRINSESfc JULIANA 
See also U-boat 
campaign.

2908 tons, carrying troops from Flushing to 
Ymuiden. Heavy hit by bombs off Hook. Ship 
still afloat, being abandoned. Continuous 
a/C attack for past hour. (CODRINGTON 
1116/12) HAVOCK to salve confidential papers. 
(HYPERION, 1308/12) WILD SWAN and trawler 
took survivors to Hook. No hits on H.M. ships 
(Capt.(D) 1236/12).
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Enemy Air 
Flushing

MOHAWK

FURY

VIVACIOUS

Activity
1 a/c bombing Flushing (KIMBERLEY 1147/12). 
20 bombs on Flushing (KIMBERLEY, 1155/12)
12 a/c's bombing Flushing and Breskens 
(KIMBERLEY 2125/12).

Bombed 342 C.P.O.X. 17 (MOHAWK 1211/12).

Bombed 360 D.K.D.N. 12 (FURY 1212/12).

Bombed 1523 C.P.O.X. (VIVACIOUS 1358/12) 
8 a/c's C.P.O.X. 1925 (VIVACIOUS 1912/12)

Ho°k Help, Hook enemy bombing. (Dover, 2104/12).
S.N.O. Hook reports "Repeated bombing attacks, 
several wounded. Request help and instructions" (V.A. Dover 2110/12).

Narvik Area My 1141 enemy aircraft bombing continuously.
MARGOT or another ship will soon be hit unless 
fighters are sent (ENTERPRISE, 1145/12).
Owing to continuous bombing, unloading of 
MARGOT will be long job if ships is not hit 
in meantime. Please send fighters. FLEETWOOD 
running out of ammunition. (ENTERPRISE 1330/12)
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Mining 274

Operation NARWHAL reports Operation PD 12 completed
PD 12 (V.A.S. 1014/12).

Magnetic -— ^Magnetic mines reported laid 240° distant
mines 7 miles from Ymuiden. (HYPERION, 0548/12).

C-in-C Nore’s 0651 to VIMY. One explosion 
possibly M mine immediately after dropping 
from aircraft ahead of CODRINGTON in North 
Channel on leaving Ymuiden (Capt.(D)l, 
0720/12).

Dutch coast Request instructions whether sweepers should
clear river to Rotterdam on completion of work 

'here in view of somewhat obscure situation in 
Rotterdam. (HYPERION, 0945/12).

2 Ansons will escort from 1300 to-day at 
Smith’s Knoll until 1600. "Help" messages to 
be made on 280 kc/s. in addition code word 
"Pasts" (C-in-C Nore, 1045/12 to D.20).

Your 0945. Attempt should be made to clear 
River, but sweepers should retire if opposition 
met. Cmdr. Peterson arrives Flushing to-day 
in charge of minesweeping in Holland (C-in-C 
Nore, 1155/12 to HYPERION).
Sweepers report that entrance channel to Hook 
is now clear of magnetic mines. One more 

^exploded this afternoon. (HYPERION, 1755/12).

Have not been laid. Delete para. 2 of 27Q.Z.X. 
(D.M.S. 1538/12).

O.I/C
Minesweeping

Hook

Mines off 
Rotfcaer I.

Mines in were laid last night and will continue to be
German harbours laid (C-in-C Nore 1012/12, V.C.N.S. 1400/12).

Do you think magnetic mines could be usefully 
used to stop Germans crossing Zuider Zee, if so 
in what position. They could be laid either 
by a/c*s or preferably by M.T.B.'s. (V.C.N.S.
1814/12 to GRIFFIN).
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HOUR COMMANDS
Shipping

NOTOS

Convoys

Trawling

Norwegian, left Convoy OB.144 0200/11 in 
11° W, fine weather, circumstances suspicious 
(C-in-C W.A. 0101/12) Reported engine damage. 
Lands End Radio, 1524/12).

Positions (D.C. 1825/12) (C-in-C W.A. 1417/12)

Area west of Morecambe l.v. available for 
trawling bounded by 53° 50’N, 54° O'N, 3° 40’W
and 4°W. (D.T.D. 1619/12

Germans in 
Dutch fishing 
vessels

Weather
Wind

North Sea

Homs Reef & 
Dutch Coast
Channel

W. Approaches

W. or N.W. Light

N.W. light to 
moderate
N.E. light to 
moderate
N.E. light to 
moderate

Norwegian Coast W. or S.W. light
to moderate.

Miscellaneous

Arriving at Aberdeen. Proposal to intern 
German members of crews (N.O.I.^. Aberdeen 
0110/12).

Weather
Pine to cloudy except Good 
for occasional showers 
in Shetland area.
Pine to cloudy 

Little or no cloud 

Little or no cloud
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KELLY

SEAL

SHANDWICK

BLYSKAWICA

VERSATILE

WILD S /AN

. ASUALTIE3 & DEFECTS
.a.5,.02 ”
Sunday.

Home Command.

•T.B’s were encountered lying almost 
stopped in track of ships being very 
difficult to pick up. Attack took olace at 2235/9 1 1 6 ° from 57° N 4° S 46*miles.
^nemy fired torpedo at 600 yards. Tracks and 
splash of discharge visible. They then re
tired under their own smoke. Some had small 
tripod masts. Boat which hit KELLY with 
torpedo afterwards rammed with KELLY and 
BULLDOG after former was in tow and sank, 
alongside. Hone sunk by gunfire. (CS 18 1031/12)
A/C reports following message from KELLY.
"In tow with tugs going well 0745" Battle flight 
over Sunderland A/S escort in contact (C in C., 
Rosyth 1002/12) Air escort report 
(Donibristle, 2355/12)

S/m. Official communique, overdue and presumed 
lost. Foreign reports suggest some of her 
crew may be prisoners of war. (issued 1253/1 2 )
Trawler, has major engine defect. Intend taking 
trawler ELDORADO in place of SHANDWICK 
(S.O., Gubbins Flotilla.,1641/12)

Polish destroyer, urgent defects, class A. 
(GRAFTON, 1401/12) reguest tug may assist to 
pass boom gate about 183O today (GRAFTON, 1357/12)

Requires docking after grounding. Now in tow for 
Sheerness. Request arrangements be made to dock 
in Thames as neither Chatham nor Sheerness can 
undertake the work (C. in C., Nore., 1157/12) 
Grounded off Dutch coast 0940 (VERSATILE 0940,
C. in C., Nore 1057A2) See also Operations.
Developed screw vibration at 20 knots and above. 
Proceed to Dover at best speed (HYPERION 1545/12, 
Captain. (D) 1. 1855/12) MALCOLM to proceed 
Hook at 0300 tomorrow Monday to take over duties 
of WILD SWAN. (V.A. Dover 1953/12)
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• North Atlantic

a^anehr Positions. Convoys and patrols 1300/12 (DC 0048/12)

Italian kail Admiralty 1026/11 Bag removed owing to
unusual address to Genoa Post Office instead of 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Rome. (C.C.3.0. 
Gib., 1430/12)

■ C3 Fayol Jill cease to function after 15/5 Staff is being
transferred to San Miguel (Porta Delgada)
(DT D 1857/12)

South Atlantic
DUCHE33A 

D fAOSTA

Belgian and 
Ships

Air

Oil Fuel

Your 2147/10, 2252/10, 1355/11. Detained by 
Union Govt., on pretext of suspected case of 
smallpx. Please report reason, as it is 
undesirable in present circumstances to give 
Italians cause for complaint (ACNS (A) V^^O/12 
to N. 0.1.C. Simonstown)

Dutch Joining convoy. Your 1105/11 rerly Yes. 
for ships between 9 and 15 knots (SO (l)

__ Freetown 1131/12)

Mediterranean
Summarising lessons of Norwegian campaign re 
forces disembarking in face of ho§tile air 
attacks. (1st SL 1356/12 to C. in.C Med)
.improbable that unless Germany can su ly more 
tank cars the present average rate of despatch ^rom 
Varna, will increase (2000 tons weekly)
(Mr. Rendel, Sofia No 42 SAVING recdl 12/5)

Dodecanese 2 Greek sources who left Dodecanese 26/4 state 
conditions ”rere normal. No special warlike 
preparations or trocp movements. B2 (SBNO Suez Canal Area 1722A2)

— -'uing Your 1747/7 Nor 'egian and Polish ships should
be issued with envelope "Q.Q". In spite of re
laxation in diversion orders it is intended to 
continue^the issue of this envelope for the 
present but so as to reduce the risk of compromise 
you should arrange as far as possible to have 
withdrawn at Gibraltar and Port Said from ships 
leaving the Mediterranean. Instructions con
cerning Dutch and Belgian ships will be signalled 
later. 1521/12 to C. in. C., Med.)

SUPPLEMENT
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Italian
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Patrol off 
Kismayu.

Sabotage
Precautions

FOREIGN STATION

12.5.40.
Sunday. 27 9

r.edlterranean

Any assembly of transports or storeships at 
Bari, Brindisi or Barletta and any information- 
suggesting possible embarkation of troops at 
these ports should be reported at once 
(DNI 1153/12 to Consul Bari, to (l) Malta)

Asking for source of his 15 17 /II and further 
information (DNI 1154/12 to NA Arkara)

East Indies

Arrived Aden 0510 2 escorted by RAMILLES, 
KENT, DECOY,DEFENDER, SUFFREN (N 0 I C Aden- 
0537 2/12) Expected to sail 0900 2 /12 
(FOC 4CS O63O 2/12 Arrived (NCSO Aden 2/12) 
left 0950, escort LIVERPOOL (CS4 flag) 
RAMILLIES, DECOY, DEFENDER, SHOREKAM, SUFFREIT 
(r 0 I C Aden 09512/12)
and escort left Fremantle 12/5 (ACNB 09592/12

CARTHAGE to proceed at best speed to patrol 
to intercept UCKERLIARK and TANNENFELS see 
Adty. 1312A l  ( C in C., E11754ZA2)
RANCHI route KARANJA by route M3 await order 
there to prceed" independently to Berbera.
RANCHI then to proceed best speed to.patrol off 
Kismayu ( C in C., E 1 1847 Z/12)
llfy 1329/12. Information received that in the 
event of war, Italian subjects have been instructed 
to commit acts of sabotage on an extensive scale 
British authorities at Abadan are aware of 
situation, but in view of importance of preventing 
blocking operations in the river and in the 
Rooka Channel by Italian ships, decided that 
one sloop should for the present be stationed in 
the vicinity of 3hatt-Al-Arab. Italian Tankers 
PROMETEO and ANTONIA CAMPINILLE are due at 
Abadan 15/5» but, should not be interfered with 
under present circumstances.(D.O.D.(F) 1831/12)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

America and West Indies.

Curacoa

Transport of 
Troops to
Jamaica

Small British force landed to safeguard oil 
refineries, French have landed small force 
at Attiba for similar purpose (DNI 12345/12)
C.N.S. Ottawa 1123 Al. Considered essential 
that vessel locally available be used. LADY 
boats would appear suitable. (D of ST 1917/12)
Hy 1350 11th May. If necessary I can spare a 
cruiser to escort troop transport from Halifax 
to Jamaica. In this case I suggest that only 
one Destroyer accompany transport and proceed 
to Bermuda on completion of escort. (C in C., 
A.W.I. 0222/12 to C.N.S. Ottawa)

Australia
Your 1935/11 Commonwealth N.B. concurs.
(ACNB 1023zA 2 to Admiralty) re CERES##COLON 
remaining under orders of C in C., China until 
position of Netherlands East Indies claified.
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

ANHALT

HCHENHORN J

SIMON VON 
UTRECHT

Home Command
(5870 tons) ordered to proceed to Hamburg 
to discharge, load and for repairs (ANHALT 
was in collision off HantsK6lvn 12/2) (ic 0 4+q/

(not listed at Lloyds) ordered to :rceed to 
Station. 12/5 (IC0449/40) *
(4949 tons) ordered 12/5 to load at Oxelosund 
and not Gefle (IC 0441/40)

* 1

INGO
Mediterranean
(23OO tons) ̂ ress report arrived 12/5 at Dubrovink 
laden with b$xite destined for Germany. Lea.ves 
14/5 for Trieste.
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Ships Att.acked.

5 \
JTJLIlkTA (See 
also Air)

St. DENIS

>AI.IAZOkE

RCBK

1316

233O/II

Abomt 
^ OOOl.

(2908 tons) carrying troops from Flushing to 
Ymuiden was mined /12 but was still
afloat at 1200. WILD SWAN and HAVOCK took, 
survivors to Hook. 1 yivock to salve 
confidential papers. (HYPERION 1308/12)

magnetic mine ir river between Hook 
and Rotterdam. Approx 51° 541 north 04° 21' EThis is same position that pilot cutter carrying 
gold was sunk and channel is partially blocked. 
(HYPERION, 1105/12) fit' mj "y, if pews
French submarine was unsuccessfully attac' ed 
twice, viz. about 0001/12 in 52° 55'N 4Q3 2o'E (2490 /muiden 30 miles) after which she 
attacked the enemy U boat. The second attack 
on the AMAZONE was made at 0327/12 in 52o 53'N 
4o 28 *E (244o Helder 10 miles) and was un
successful (1C 0445/40 0449/40, AMAZONE 0001/12 
2340/12)
II A Hague reports wreck near entrance to Noord 
Gettl 5lo 53.6»N 4o 19.8’E (DDIC 1310/12)
Submarines Reported.
Estimated dispositions.
One in abo t 5 6 .1 7 ' N. , 2.08’ E., p.m. 11/5*
No other indications from which deductions can 
be drawn. (D.D.I.C., 1148/12)
Imperial Airways Air craft sighted U-Boat 50 0 
7’N 1° 0*E which submerged on sighting air craft 
(I.C.O. 449/40)
Drifter SILVER LIGHT believes she sat: submarine 
near Outer Dowsing L.V. C.4 (FO Humber 1556/12)
Submarineis Attacked
By French submarine AMAZONE, 52*55' N., 4.28*1.,
349c Ymuiden 30*. Reported as unsuccessful. 
(I.C., 0445/40) (AMAZONE 0001/12 0129/12)
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Helder, Texel, 
Zuider See.

Ymuiden

Hook

SITUATION REPORT

Low Countries

3 M.T.B’s entered the Zuider Zee from Ymuiden during the night.
VALOROUS entered the Texel today but her local pilot would not take her far enough for her to operate against the Germans 
on the East shore of the Zuider Zee, and she left at 1600. One of her escortirg Blenheims sihot down a LIE 110.
The 3 M.T. B.s in the Zuider See are to be reinforced by five 6o ft. boats leaving Harwich 0900/14, weather permitting.

S.S. PERSEUS;with the remaining Dutch gold 
left Ymuiden 0400/13 escorted by VIMY, and proceeded to the Thames Estuary. S.S. PHRONTlHS (Dutch) with 900 prisoners of war 
left Ymuiden 1030/13 for Downs. WALPOLE 
left Ymuiden 2200/13 with diamonds.

A composite Guards battalion of about 650 men landed at the Hook early this morning.A second battalion may be sent on the night 
-of 14th. HERE.1/ARD arrived during the night 12/13 to support the R.M. 's who landed at 
the Hook 12/5> and Capt. D.l6 in MAL'
there at daylight today. There was 
raid at 0500 but the actual landing or tne troops was unopposed. The Marines have been 
ordered to remain at Hook until ordered to 
return.

Princess Juliana with her husband and children arrived at Harwich this morning in CODRINGTON from Ymuiden. HEREWARD left Hook at noon with the Queen of the Netherlands 
and arrived at Harwich at 5/Pra*

HEREWARD went up the river at midnight 12/5 . 
The Holland Amerika Line and the 28,291 ton 
liner 3TATENDAM were rsported to be on fire 
at that time. HEREWARD reported that bombardment of t he aerodrome in the hands 
of the Germans, south of Rotterdam, was not 
practicable.
The demolition parties at Amsterdam and 
Rotterdam have been instructed to destroy the oil tanks at those places. At Rotterdam 
the operation was carried out at 1600/13*

with VERSATILE and VIVIEN commenced
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Low Countries

Dieppe The S.N.0. has closed the port to about
200 Dutch trawlers which wish to enter, 
for fear of 5th column activity.

Norway

t

#

A combined operation was successfully 
carried out at 0100/ 1 3 > when 2 battalions 
of Foreign Legion were landed at Bjervik 
with the object of joining hands with the 
Chasseurs.
There io-a ohortago of oi3r-«.t Narvik:
oiler OLEANDER is in Convoy N.S.3 of 13 
ships which is being sent. DEVONSHIRE who 
is returning lo Narvik, is to inquire at 
Tromso whether to embark the remaining 20 
tons of Norwegian gold.
ENTERPRISE left Bodo to avoid drawing 
unnecessary attention to the place. ESKIMO 
who has been heavily bombed for some days, 
is t 0 be towed by VINDICTIVE from Skjel 

Fiord to a safer anchorage. S.3. ROYAL 
ULSTERMAN landed her troops at Bodo.
CLYDE intercepted a German Transport in 
the Stadlandet area and bombarded her, 
but low visibility forced her to break off 
the engagement.

Enemy Air Activity

Continued to be intense over Holland, Belgium 
and Northern France throughout the day, in
cluding reconnaissance, troop carrying and 
bombing. Extensive bombing took place at 
Ymuiden and the Hook, and a number of 
ships operating off the Dutch coast were 
attacked. The ""only ship hit or damaged was 
VERSATILE. Enemy aircraft also bombed a 
group of 4 merchant ships N.N. of Hook, 
but no damage was done.

The
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Enemy Air Activity.(Contd.)

The Dutch S.S. BUS3UM was bombed and hit 
off the West Hinder L.V. but was towed in. 
3 enemy aircraft were sighted approaching 
F.S. Convoy 20 miles E.N.E. of Cromer at 
1730, but the convoy was not attacked.
Enemy air activity in the Narvik area 
continues.

% *

British Air 
Activity

Italy

Casualties

General

In addition to normal patrols and searches 
special searches were flown during the 
afternoon to look for enemy M.T.B's, of which 
none were seen.
One of our aircraft on reconnaissance attacked 
a force of 7 minesweepers near Horns Reef.
None was hit, but one was observed to be 
stopped after a near miss.

Anti-British agitation continues in Rome, 
and the attitude of the Italian Govt, is 
seriously threatening the position and 
independence of the Vatican.

At 8.45 pm 13th VERSATILE was bombed and 
hit while patrolling the Dutch coast. Her 
engine room and after boiler room are 
flooded. JANUS has taken her in tow, and 
has her wounded with casualties from the 
Irish Guards at the Hook, on board.
Two tugs will relieve JANUS.
MALCOLM reports damage to her starboard 
propeller.
KELLY arrived in the Tyne at 1531 in tow» escorted by 4 destroyers and aircraft.
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Precautions

Following instructions have been issued by 
Army Commander-in-Chief, Home Forces: -
In view of the German action in Holland in 
landing German troops in British uniforms 
by parachute or troop carrying aircraft 
any men so dropped in this country should 
be treated as enemy and at once engaged by 
the nearest troops with all available 
weapons and with the utmost ruthlessness. 
Speed is the essence of the problem. This 
does not apply to individual airmen making 
a forced descent by parachute from damaged 
aircraft. All troops on actual protection 
duties as directed by General Officers 
Commanding-in-Chief Commands will act as 
if in contact with the eneiry maintaining 
constant vigilance and standing to at dusk 
and dawn.
(Adty. 1013/13) General Message 51&A).

Dover for protection of train ferry dock and 
Marine station. (V.A., Dover, 1550/13)*

N.E.P. ships had beenremoved from Hull 
Docks, thus without any armed guard against 
low flying aircraft or sabotage. Security 
control officer has made representations to 
military without result. (F.O., Humber,
I75c/13)•

Dover Suggesting a flight of Balloon Barrage at

Humber Reporting that all military guards for
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Dutch Queen 

Submarines

PERSEUS

WINDSOR

WALPOLE

v i m y

HOME COMMANDS

13.5.4-0.
Monday

2 8 ?

Movements

Taken from Hook to BresKens (on neinland 
opposite Flushing) at her request by 
KEREWARD escorted by VERSATILE who has been 
ordered to return to Hook (Capt. D.l6 
Rec. 1244/13, 1241/13).

Orders to TRUANT. TRIDENT, TRITON and ORZEL 
(V.A.S., 2134/13).

Operations 
C.S.2 & BIRMINGHAM

Revert to 1 hours* notice for steam (C. in C., 
Nore, 1517/12 to C.S.2.)

Dutch Coast

Sailed Ymuiden 0400 8 knots (VIMY 0415/13)* 
My 0400 (re ship aground ircside outer 
harbour at Ymuiden) refers to unknown M.V. 
Am escorting PERSEUS (VIMY 0802/13).

Am on my own patrolling coast south of 
Ymuiden (WINDSOR 0500/13).

VIMY 0400, can you help him without 
endangering yourself (C. in C., Nore, C649/13 
to WALPOLE)/

Cancel my 0649 if VIMY is safe (C. in C», HbBe 
0753/13 to WALPOLE).
Your 0651,not mined. 3 ships have safely 
passed entrance since explosion was heard. 
(VIMY 0710/13 to C. in C., Nore).
No sign of troops landing between Scheveningen 
and Zandvoort during dark hours. (MOHAWK,
0830/13).
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VALOROUS

lol (*«

Bombardment of 
Aerodrome.

13.5.40.
Monday

HOME COMMANDS

OPERATIONS
Helder - Texel - Zuider Zee

(K+s\ oA* o y  1 *>(fIntend -author! ai ng- Knock Deep 2230 
today Monday expected to arrive 
Sheerness 0730 14th May. would like 
to see Staff Officer if possible to 
amplify my signal timed 16 0 1. 
Suggestion of bombing Germans at 
Zuider Zee. (VALOROUS, I83I/I3 )
Dutch Admiral Jolles informs me that 
Germans are massed at Friesland end 
of Zuider Zee dyke, Dutch fort is 
holding out strongly at present. No 
ship with draught over 8 ft. can 
approach within 18,000 yards to 
bombard Germans and Admiral suggests 
bombers would be effective. Admiral 
says he could supply petrol if British 
made air station south of Wieringen. 
Consider only need for ship at Helder 
is liaison. (VALOROUS, 1601/13)
Dutch Coast
Your 1953/12, bombardment of car park 
used as aerodrome south of Rotterdam 
This bombardment is not racticable. 
(Capt. D.lti 1053/13) (C. in C., 
Nore., 1435/13)
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OPERATIONS

Ymuiden - Evacuations.
Refugees will depart from Ymuiden in 
various ships for the next two or three] 
days. Some defence against air 
attacks advisable. Consul-General 
and Shipping Adviser v/ill try to send w| 
v/ord of departure. Hope that good 
ship will he put at disposal. (N.A., 
Hague, 1700/13)

French N.A. at the Hague. Two French 
destroyers to arrive at dawn lk/5 
at Ymuiden to take there General 
Mittelhauser. Said destroyers may 
take in personnel to he repatriated 
Should not he made to call at Hook on 
way hack unless in case of extreme 
urgency. (F.N.L.O., to Capt. Hastings

Office from Harwich to Ymuiden 
observing Ymuiden has been mined, watei 
is shallow and air attacks are intense. 
Propose that an M.T.B. he used instead 
if the journey is of urgent importance.

1957/13)
Bringing 70 Dutch Govt., and officials 
Belgian and Norwegian legations, 
expect to arrive Southend 0700 
(WINDSOR 2001/13)
Expect to arrive Sheerness 0730, 89 
British, French and Belgian refuges 
(VIVIEN 2050/13)
Your 2001.Disembark passengers at 
Tilbury returning to Sheerness on 
completion. (C. in C., Nore., 2219/13)
Proceed to Hook for Refugees. VESPER 
reduce to cruising speed (C. in C., 
Nore., 2231/13)
Expect to arrive TengWte L.V. 0700/lh 
with H.M. Minister and 250 refugees 
(MOHAWK 2248/13)

Following from F.N.L.O., London, to

17U5/13)
F.0. Official to go to 
Ymuiden.

Holland Evacuations
I am very reluctant to risk a 
destroyer v/ith an official from Foreigr

(1917/13)
CYCLONE
S\&IR0C0

French destroyers, will he proceeding 
to Ymuiden tonight (F.O.C. Dover
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Operations - Dutch Coast (contd.)

VERSATILEto patrol Cancel my 2358/12 join MOHAWK off Dutch coast 
and take Hore destroyers under your orders.Capt. (D) l6th D.F. in MALCOLM is at present senior officer in Hook Maintain patrol off 
coast and act as circumstances require keeping Capt. (D) l6th D.F. informed.
(C. in C., Hore, 1010/13 to VERSATILE).

in mind the possibility of attack from M.T.B.s operating from Ems. An air reconnaissance of the Dutch Coast is made 
at dusk every day. (D.S.O., 2256/13).

Zuider Zee

Zee by dam. assist. Floa wapproaches (C. in C., Hore, 0208/13 to VALOROUS, repeated HEREWARD etc.).

Summary of information from reliable sources 
May 12th:
(a) Horth Bank. Germans believed holding 
bridge head not more than 100 yards radius - sporadic outbursts of firing - local Nazi- Social is t-Bund snipers in houses. Otherwise 
Dutch in control.
(b) Centre. Holland-Amerika Line dock 
area in flames.
(c) South. Heavy firing. Germans reported 
retreating towards Dordrecht but Dutch General Staff reports troops land continuously Waalhaven aerodrome and Feyenoord sports 
arena. (The Hague, 0532/13)*

Enemy M.T.Bs. Ships operating off Dutch Coast should bear

VALOROUS to GRIFFIH is returning to Harwich. Dutchbombard u*A warship is to bombard east coast of Zuider
r r  /s V, ■€ r < ri wi

2*33 o3Rotterdam
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Larger Force 
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HarpoonOperation
Completed.

HOME COMMANDS.

13-5-4-0.
Monday

Operations - Dutch Coast 
of Holland - Operation Harpoon.

Disembarkation at Hook of Holland unopposed 
but interrupted by constant air raid alarms, 
hostile aircraft sighted, no bombing.
(D.16, 0732/13).

Following received from Hook. Landing of battalion should be completed by 1000 providing there is no hold-up. (V.A.Dover, 
0846/13).

Royal Marines are not to return until 
ordered. (V.A.Dover, 0849/13).

Guards Battalion intend to advance through Marines who will remain securing bases at Hook of Holland until relieved. It seems 
an opportunity to send a larger force and advance while still unopposed. Have landed Lieut. Robertson with type 53 W/T apparatus as Liaison Officer with Guards. (Capt.D.lb, 
0940/13).

Harpoon completed. WIVERN and BOREnS with 
CANTERBURY sailed 0 9 4 5. Am proceeding now 
with MAID OF ORLEANS (Capt.(D)19, 1120/13).
Second Battalion referred to in my 1656/12 will probably be sent to arrive Hook during night 14-15th May. R.M. F.lrce will probably be withdrawn in ships bringing this battalion 
(D.O.D.(H) 1923/13 to V.A., Dover).
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Operations - Hook of Holland

A.A. Defence WILD SWAN reports that anti-aircraft gun Needed. defence of Hook is essential if port is to
continue to he used. Heavy air attack 
would quickly demolish piers and vessels 
alongside are very vulnerable. (V.A., Dover, 1148/13).

Royal Marines Report situation re victualling Royal
Marines at Hook of Holland and how long they 
can be maintained from local resources.
(C. in C., Nore, 1 3 1 7/1 3 ).
Your 1317. Marines have obtained provisions for a further two days. While town is intact 
they can be maintained indefinitely.
(Capt.D.l6, 1520/13).

A.A. Essential that until further notice at leastAmmunition $0 0 rounds per day of 4-in. H.A. ammunitionshould be made available for replenishment of A.A. destroyers on Belgian Coast.
(V.A., Dover, 1216/13).

Evacuations From conversation with N.A. and B.N.L.O.,Rotterdam, it appears likely considerable number may be evacuated from Hook. In this 
event transport must be s ent or evacuation 
carried out in destroyers. Heavy bombing tonight is anticipated which may destroy quay unless fighter protection can be provided
(Capt.D.16, 1549/13).

Naval Attache

y
Your 1510/13, asking whether to remain for any special purpose. Unless you yourself 
have any particular reason for remaining you should embark with Legation. (D.D.O.D.(H), 
1748/13).
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VALOROUS

Evacuations

-^WINDSOR
v i v i e n

LL Trawlers

13.5.4 0.
Monday

HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Hook of Holland

Have been informed Germans have not been able to advance along dam. Expect to arrive 
main channel Kuijl about 1330. Request fighter protection at thattime. (VALOROUS,
1059/13).
W.O. for Harpoon. Instructions. (D.N.I. 0018/13 to D.19, V.A. Dover).

Ref. my immediately preceding telegrams.
ST. DENIS cannot come down river owing to fresh mines and ships sunk. Request Destroyers for Government, Legations and Evacuees total possibly 400 at 1800 hours 
today at Hook of Holland. French Naval Attache requests Admiral Dunkirk be asked 
send 2 Destroyers to assist. Submit you discuss your decision those concerned as regards operation X.D. Authorities here 
maintain if oil tanks Rotterdam destroyed 
water supply will be contaminated.Destroyer cannot go up river from whence to take part in operation. Do you wi sh me to remain here for any special purpose.ST. DENIS will be sunk. (N.A., Hague, 1510/13)

Proceed to Hook forthwith and standtyto embark 
refugees. (C. in C., Nore 1615/13).
No sign of activity on beach from seaward. VERSATILE informs me beaches are strongly 
held by Dutch soldiers. (MOHAWK, 1544/13;.

> MOHAWK, WINDSOR and VIVIEN ordered to sail for Southend after embarking at Kook British Ambassador with staff and some 
400 refugees. (C. in C., Nore, 16 3 2/1 3 ).

Flushing
Flushing heavily bombed 12/5 and 13/5*
Intend to transfer to Zeebrugge with 
magnetic sweepers. No communication possible 
with London except by W/T (Comdr. Peterson 
at Flushing via KIMBERLEY Rec. 2340/13)*

oO....
Essential that LL Equipment should not fall 
into enemy hands. Scuttling charges are to 
be fitted to LORD GREY, CLYTH^TESS, LORD 
INCHCAPE and RIFKESfl before sailing. Tails 
must be lashed to sink with ship when not 
streamed and switchgear destroyed if 
possible. Extra scuttling charges are to beshipped......
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Operations - Flushing (Conta.)

LL Trawlers
Contd. shipped in these trawlers for fitting in

four LL trawlers already in Holland and 
these instructions passed to them and to Commander Peterson at Flushing on arrival. Orders for sailing will be made tomorrow Tuesday. (D.M.S., 1406/13).

Dutch Coast - Operation X.D.

«

Commander in Chief will not give decision to allow operation X.D. although he states oil has already been rendered unserviceable. 
Government anxious to evacuate Queen and selves. I hope allied air operations on a large scale may be immediately started.This might bring about stauncher attitude. 
(N.A. Hague, 1015/13).
Amsterdam R.E.s parties established at 
3 oil installations. All demolition prepared. (V.A. Dover, 1224/13).
H.M.G. instruct that all oil stocks in the neighbourhood of Amej/stjdam are to be destroyed at once, even though local authorities do 
not agree. (D.O.D.(H) 2217/13 to WALPOLE).

X.D. completed Adty. 2218/13. Am informed from Rotterdam 
that Operation X.D. was carried out at 1600. 
Tremendous fire can be seen blazing from 
that direction, presumably oil tanks.
(Capt. (D)l6 , 2331/13).__
If no other means exist a boat is to be 
sent to Rotterdam with orders to X.D. party 
that H.M.G. instructions are that oil stocks 
at Rotterdam are to be destroyed even 
though local authorities do not agree. 
(D.O.D.(H) 2218/13 to Capt.(D)l6).

Operation Lvster

Keep steam at 4 hours notice. (Cdr.Garnons-Williams, 1137/13 to H.M.5. FL0R3KTIN0 
etc.)
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HOME COMMANDS
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Monday

5Dutch Coast - Operation X.D.

Following from Comdr. Goodenough, Force 
X.D.A. Add to situation report, magnetic 
mines laid in inner harbour after departure 
of CODRINGTON approx. 0230 today, and 
Dutch merchant ship sunk clear of Channel. 
(KIMBERLEY, 1324/13).

Following from N.A., Hague, to pass to 
Demolition Party, Rotterdam. Unless 
contrary orders received from Admiralty 
via Hook, destroy oil tank at 2000 this 
evening unless physically prevented by local 
force and then go to Hook, (ends) Have 
been in communication with Vice-Consul, 
Rotterdam, but neither he nor I can get in 
touch with Rotterdam Section of Demolition 
Party. (Capt. D.l6, 1502/13).

Adty. 1406. Humber and Harwich are each 
to place an extra scuttling charge on 
board each trawler for the four trawlers 
already in Holland, informing them and 
Comdr. Peterson of the instructions in 
Adty. signal. (C. in C., Nore, l6oi).

From Service Attaches. Military situation 
no worse, weak spots are C. in C., General 
and Naval Staffs, and bad intelligence.
Big air effort may yet turn the scale.
From Naval Attache, if oil tanks started at 
ebb about 2000 am informed no serious 
consequences. Propose to implement this 
part of X.D. that arrangements decided 
on to sink ST. DENIS. (The Hague, 1626/13).
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Operation J.

My 2358/12. Royal party (Princess Juliana 
and children, etc. embarked. (Capt. D.l 
0116/ 1 3 ).
Dutch go so far as to ask that arrangements 
for evacuation of the Queen and Cabinet 
may be prepared. Said this unthinkable 
now, but if Dutch begin to go downhill 
rapidly - which not anticipated if we bring 
maximum scale of air attack to bear - standby 
arrangements for above evacuation are 
necessary. (N.A., Hague, ll^O/lj).
H a v e  s a i l e r ^  HHRTTIVARTI w i t h  O n o o n  W ot h  o r * l  a n d S

Dutch Military Mission headed by Col. Van der
Plassche on to Dover and to replenish 
ammunition. (Capt.(D)l6, 1210/13).
Ref. I2IO/I3 form D.l6. Queen of Holland here 
now expressed a wish to be landed at Harwich. 
Expect to arrive 1730. (HEREWARD, 1500/13).
My 1500. Expect to arrive 1700. (HEREWARD,
1610/ 1 3 ).

Low7 Countries.

advance is not immediately stopped with 
help of Allied support the struggle will 
have to end. Immediate assistance can 
save situation (on behalf of Cabinet Council, 
De Geer, Prime Minister, 1030/13)•
Minister of Defence states German armoured 
cars have crossed Moerdijk bridges near 
and he requests bridges near Dordrecht be 
bombed at once. (N.A. Hague, Rec. 1030/13).

Duuch Warships

Proposals for utilisation (V BB

Situation Situation so critical that if German

Submarines 013, 020, 021 at Portsmouth

SUMATRA Condition (F.O. Humber, 1819/13).
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Naval assist- Gen. Giraud commanding 7th Army appreciates 
d. ance in Zealand enemy will attempt occupation of Schouwen

and Tholen Islands tonight. French naval 
forces understood to be going to watch 
Channel Flushing to Antwerp. Gen. Giraud 
anxious obtain naval watch in Channel 
South of Schouwen and Tholen to prevent 
enemy crossing in light draught vessels 
and Pontoons from these to Walcheren and 
Bereland Islands. Can you represent this 
need to appropriate authorities. Ends.
(Air Min. 1840/13 to Adty.).

Refugees 1549 from D.l6. Have sent 3 destroyers
to Hook to embark refugees. As Warships 
are liable to continuous air attack it is 
urged that future refugees should come in 
Merchant ships or move overland to Belgium 
and France. (C. in C., Nore, 1852/13).

Dutch Warships & Merchant Ships

2 submarines trying to leave New Waterway 
tonight. Please give escort. Speed 20 knots 
(N.A. Hague, 2105/13 to Adty).

Following ships available troop transport 
to Holland now at Gravesend, PRINS3S* 
BEATRIX, KONIGIN EMMA, MECKLENBURG,
ORANGE NASSAU. None degaussed. Also 
BATAVISR II and IV, 15 Knots, already 
degaussed. (Dutch Legation, London, 
1100/13).

Scheveningen Bank light vessel still manned. 
If opportunity arises, please collect crew. 
(Dutch Chief of Naval Staff, no T.C.O., 13/5)



War Diary 13.5.1940
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS

OPERATIONS

ESKIMO

K  i T  h  e_S

Gubbins Flotilla

BELFORT

B o  lloo~n f l o . r f . c j e  •

ENTERPRISE

GLORIOUS
FURIOUS

Norway. Narvik. Bpdo. Kjgkenes
Recommend ESKIMO be moved soon as 
possible. Officers and men suffering 
from great nertoous strain. (C.S.20 
1112/13) to be taken in tow by 
VINDICTIVE and go to Skaanland, 68°
35'30".9 16° 31’30"E. (F.O. Narvik 
1123/13)
In view of satisfactory nature of 
your report, return to Scapa with 
2 destroyers. (F.O. Narvik to F.O.C. 
I.C.S. 1059/13) Position etc.,(F.O.C. 
I.C.S. 1600/13) DEVONSHIRE to remain 
in north for present. (C. in C., H.F. 
0007/14)
Suggesting a submarine operates in 
Gubbins Flotilla area (C. in C., H.F. 
1647/13) TRUANT to proceed Harstad 
(VAS 2351/13) Gubbins Flotilla 
sailing p.m. today. (A.C.O.S. 1132/13) 
to go to Skjel Fiord and not Bodo 
(D.O.D. (H) 1415/13)
French Admiralty require BELFORT to 
proceed Narvik area. Directions.
(C. in C., 1838/13)
540 Hydrogen Cylinders to load in 
MANEIAA for ballcfti barrage Narvik. 
(D.O.D. (H) 1932A3)
Left Bodo at request of Norwegians 
and British authorities who fear 
bombers might be attracted, proceeding 
Lavange (ENTERPRISE 1349/13)
In view of paramount importance having 
modern fighters here, consider it 
essential GLORIOUS and FURIOUS should 
be within 200 miles of Norwegian coast 
in vicinity of Lofoten Islands by 18/5 
(F.O. Narvik 1953/13)
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BJerkVik Landing

Minesweeping

TRUANT

B.U.P.

%

PORPOISE
NARWHAL

N.P. 3.
N.P. 4. ) 
N.B. 4. )

Norway. Cpntd.
Successful combined operations 
carried out 0100/13. 2 Battalions 
Foreign Legion landed Bjerkvik with 
object of joining hands with Chasseurs 
operating in Hartvig area and 
occupying Odi Fjord Peninsula 
Resistance machine grin and rifle fire 
not serious in face of ships bombard 
ment. Naval casualties 1 officer 
1 rating. (F.O. Narvik 1954/13)
Norwegian Naval authorities at Bodo 
request swept channel be maintained 
between the 100 fathom line and 
shore between Howden and Bremnesodden 
to facilitate passage of Norwegian 
Coastguard and supoly vessels. 
(ENTERPRISE, 1230/13)
Could proceed 15/5 to patrol in 
^arstad area. (V A S 1134/13) Will 
leave Rosyth a.m. 16/5 for liarstad 
(V.A.S. 2351/13)
German transports and destroyers 
were sighted steaming soutward off 
Swedish Coast 13/5, it was revealed 
in Gothenburg. The Ships kept 
outside °wedish territorial waters. 
(B.U.P. report 0810/14)
Norway t Submarines.
Laying mines in Oslo Fiord between 
16/5 and 18/5 (V.A.S. 2134/13)
Norwegian Convoys
Sailed Route (F.O. Greenock 2129/13)
Admiralty 1659/12 3 escorts can be 
provided (C in C., H.F. 1215/13)
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Operations - Norway

Five trawlers armed with Lewis guns will 
leave Scapa for Skjel Fiord p.m. 13/5, have R/T communication to a range of about 
40 miles only. Five R.N. Patrol Service drifters* crews are held in readiness for 
transport to Bodo and to take over local 
craft if required. (D.O.D.(H), 1422/13).

re TRUANT to operate a patrol, further to 
my 1647/13. (C. in C., H.F., 1651/13)*

Asking for report on suitability of Salameen, 
68:52 N., I/:51 E., and Elevegardsmoen,68:40 N., 17:30 E., as advance landing grounds. (Air Min. to Wing-Comdr. Atcherley,
1836/1 3 ).

Your 1450/12. Air Ministry confirm position 
Bardufoss landing ground 69:03 N.,18:31 E., 
about two kilometres west of village. 
(D.D.I.C., 1350/13, to GLORIOUS).

Norwegian Convoys

Early arrival in Narvik area of five M.T. 
ships in N.S.3 is of first importance. Other ships if they delay convoy are to 
follow behind. (D.O.D.(H), 1153/13)*Names of ships, and repeating instructions 
(C. in C., H.F. 1400/13) R.V. (C. in C.,
Ro syth, 2024/1 3 ).

No M.L.Cs will be embarked in EMPIRE ABILITY. Fast motor boats and horse boats, also army launches, to be embarked Southampton for Narvik. Convoy N.S.4 will not proceed 
Scapa, and should be routed direct from Clyde to Narvik. (D.O.D.(H), 1922/13).
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Operations - IcelandOperation Fork,

KINGSTON JACINTH's 2300/12. Any Germans 
should be captured and transferred to the 
ship on N.P.51* (C. in C., H.F., 1035/13)* 
My 094-5/13* Any Germans are to be captured 
and transferred to H.M.S. CALIFORNIA. 
(F.O.C.N.P., 1122/13).
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3 0 2

CLYDE
Allied Submarines
One enemy transport, position, coarse 
and speed are XKOX, 130, 16. Am Chasing. 
(CLYDE, I316/I3 ) My 13 16 . Gun engagement 
"broken off due to low visibility. 
Transport last seen in XKND 26 7, course 
130 deg. Am prodeeding to intercept 
in position PFJV, 1500. (CLYDE, 1530/13)

■
H
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Hook
VALOROUS

KIMBERLEY

^  U"̂» h**o(o>>

S.S. TETI

^S.S. BUSSUM

Hook

—->Ymuiden

P.S. Convoy

VERSATILE

Enemy Air Activity.
Bombed (W/T Station Hook 0500/13)
Bombed C.P.OX 5241 (VALOROUS 0647/13 
2 Heinkels, no hits 0705/13)
Bombed C.P.O.X. 2826 (KIMBERLEY 1131/13) 
7 bombs, 4 near merchant ship, not 
hits. CPOX 1301 ( KIMBERLEY 1429/13)
Bombed, sinking West Hinder, north 
side, assistance wanted Joing life
boats (via Stavanger Radio 0724/13)
Ref 0724/13 Am proceeding to assist 
expect arrive 0930 (VEN1DI.I0US, 0825/13)
Attacked from air at 1325 G.M.T. 
position P.B.W. 210 degrees (TETI 1326/ 
13)
(Dutch, 3636 tons) Bombed near 
V/est Hinder Bank at 0710/13 towed 
to N. Goodwin by HARRIER(VA Dover 
1316/13 VENOMOUS 0015/14)

Enemy air craft bombing Hook
(MALCOLM, 2035/13)
Being bombed by air craft 
(KIMBERLEY 1120/13)
Shadowed L.S.D.N. 0448 (AIRLAND 1722/13) 
Convoy not attacked. (Au/j »ND 1731/13)
Hit, Hook. (MALCOLM, 2045/13)

\ re 0724 from Whitehall W/T (unknown 
' vessel attacked by aeroplanes-
sinking) am proceeding to assistance 
expect to arrive 0930 (VENflMOUS 
0825/13)
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Enemy Air Activity
Italian, arrived from Beachy Head, 
reports at 1600 G M T today was fired 
on "by air plane, 50»0VN. , U.28’W.
Plane was monoplane painted all red 
believed to be converted mail plane. 
State A/A guns heard from shore at 
same time. (C.C.S.O., Falmouth,20U1/13)
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Air craft mine 
Ymuiden. Is Harbour mined (G. in. C., Nore 

0651/13 to VIMY)
Your 0651 to VIMY. One explosion 
possibly by mine dropping from air 
craft ahead of C0DRINGT0N in 
northern channel on leaving Ymuiden 
(Captain D.l. 0720/13 to C. in C ., 
Lore)
Enemy laid magnetic mines in inner 
harbour today but not in channels 
Am assisting Dutch in attempts to 
explode by skid. (Comdr. Goodenough, 
Ymuiden XD 1224/13)
Magnetic mines laid in outer harbour 
after departure of G0DRINGT0N
(Operation J, approx. 0230/13 and 
Dutch M.V. sunk clear of channel. 
(Comdr. Goodenough. Force X D A 
KIMBERLEY 1324/13)
At least 2 aircraft mines are re
ported off Flushing in 51° 26'N 3° 
33’E and 51° 25'N, 3° 36’E (P.A.)
(IC 0449/40)
6th M.S.F. to carry out sv/eep in 
8 Q Z but will still be available for 
operations D E or D F (DMS 0026/13)
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'WEATHER

WIND VISIBILITY OUTLOOK
Horns Reef N.W. Moderate Moderate or 

Good
Wind backing

Coast of 
Norway

N or N.W. 
Moderate or 
*'resh

Good Wind backing 
S.W. Visibility 
deteriorating 
in rain

Dutch
Coast

N.W. Light 
or Moderate

Mainly
Good

Wind -Backing.
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Energy Intelligence

British Vice-Consul, Bergen, arrived here 
to-day, states fairly definite that the 
Germans in South Norway have only three 
motor torpedo boats operating on 9/5 in 
Sogne Fiord, previously in Hardanger Fiord . 
Three weeks ago, 3CHARNH0RST (?) a big 
battle-cruiser, disabled, being disguised 
at coaling quay, Marineholmen, Bergen, and 
painted black. Perhaps still there as 
repair facilities inadequate. (N.O.I.C., 
Lerwick, 1347/1 3 ).
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2 Outpost Vessels 55° 30 ’N 7° 28'E attacked with
bombs, no hits but 2 which fell 
very close may have damaged 1 ship. 
(IC. 0450/40)

Enemy Unit located approx. 58° 40'N 3° 30'E
(70 miles W.S.W. Stavanger) at 
2048/13. Probably surface unit 
(IC. 0450/40)

2 Outpost Vessels 
v

7 Minesweepers

2 Enemy auxiliary vessels bearing 
360ndistance 2 miles course 3J0 
position 55° O'N 7° 35'E (Aircraft 
220 squadron, 0940/13) Machine gunner 
(IC 0450/40)
7 Enemy minesweepers bearing 050° 
distance 1 mile course 360 position 
YNJV 3030 (Air craft squadron, 0901/13)

7 Minesweepers 
4 flak ships

Attacked by a Hudson 55° 30'N 7° 30'E 
55° 30'N 7° 28'E, 55° OO'N, 7° 35'E., 
while of*special reconnaissance. 
(Donibristle, 1238/13)

SHIPPING

Dutch & Belgian 
ships

Convoys

r‘or the future unless special in-* 
structions to the contrary are received 
it will be unnecessary to exercise 
either contraband or Enemy export 
control over cargoes going to or 
coming from our Allies Holland and 
■°elgium.
This message is not intended to affect 
in any way uaval control over the 
Movements of shipping but relates 
mere’ly to the operations of Contraband 
and Enemy export control. (M.E.W.
No T.O.O., reed. 1205/13)
Situation at 200/13 (C. in.C., 1306/13)

WEATHER
0500 WIND VISIBILITY OUTLOOK
North Sea Variable or Good 

N.W. light 
or moderate

Wind becoming W or 
S.W. in North. 
Visibility deterior
ating in r«in.

Channel & Variable, Mainly good Similar
W approaches light local haze.
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

Broken blade of starboard propel 
(V.A. Dover, 1646/1 3 )
Arrived with D. 5» in tow of resc

13.5.1940.
Monday.

WATERI.iEYER and BRAHMAN (F.O.I.C. Tyne, 
1721/13) TL's. congratulate D 5 C in C., 
Rosyth, C S l8l BIRMINGHAM, BULLDOG, 
KANDAHAR, GALLANT, FURY, WATERMEYER,
BRAHMAN on their determined and successful e 
effort. (1st 3.L. 2325/13)

(V.A. Dover 13 16 /I3 ) (VENOMOUS 0015/14)
o.S.S. Main boiler believed "one, 
abandoning ship, 50°Q3,̂ j 2y fW (HAMLA ias-̂ xê 
Niton, Isle of Wight, 2321/I3 ). S.O.S. 
cancelled, reauires assistance (Niton W/T, 
0 1 1 6 A4)
Breakdown expected to get under weigh 
shortly. (C in C., W.A. 2146/13)

BUSSUM Dutch S.S. (3636tons) damaged by bombs and 
in tow of HARRIER towards N. Goodwin.

r'
r
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VERSATILE

311
JANUS is taking VERSATILE in tow. 
VERSATILE has one hoilcr room and 
engine room out of action. Reguest she 
may "be met "by tug at daylight. JANUS 
has wounded on hoard from VERSATILE 
and Irish Guards. (Capt. D.16, 2140/13)
JANUS with VERSATILE in tow will he in 
position C P T S 0429 at 0400 Tuesday 
14/5* Urgently request air escort. 
(JANUS, 2250/13) VERSATILE was homhed 
off Hook, 2045/13)

f # 8UPPLEM'

■

I
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Spain

Hungary
m

FOREIGN STATIONS
Mediterranean

312
An officer, wishing to book passage 
for wife in ALA LITTORIA plane was dis
couraged by officials of the line Unless 
she travelled before 15/5* (S.O.I., 
Malta, 2005/13)
Five military classes have been called 
up in Balearic Is. only. I consider 
this additional evidence of Spain's 
intention to resist any Italian attempt. 
(N.A. Madrid, 1259/13)
Following from N.A., Budapest for D.N.I. 
Your 1201/11. Telephonic and telegraph 
communication between Hungary and 
Germany is normal. German-Hungarian 
frontier has been closed on Germany for 
some days and has not yet been re
opened. (O'Malley, Budapest, 2029/13)
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French Positions

DUCHESSA D*AOSTA

Belgian & Dutch 
Ships

Italian Preparations.

Position of C. in.C.,

Dutch East Indies.

North Atlantic.
1 200/13 (DC 0249/13) 
South Atlantic
Explanations why she was detained. 
Political situation-pres&ipe of 
Italian Charge d’Affaires at Durban. 
Prime Minister personally authorised 
sTll reasonable steps to be taken to 
delay sailings (N.O.I.C. Simonstown 
1448/13)
Add to my 1131/12. The same order 
applies as for British Ships.
(S.O.I, Freetown, 1001/13)
Mediterranean.
Reports received from various sources 
that merchant vessels have been 
requisitioned Leghorn. Six others 
requisitioned Adriatic are being sent 
to Brindisi. Two ships of Adriatic 
Line being armed at Brindidi. Trawlers 
being requisitioned ^ari. Net defence 
placed at Leghorn. Mines have been 
placed off Durazzo ( C 2) and other 
mines being held in readiness for 
laying off Valona and Port Edda ( Santi 
Quaranta) B 2 on 15th May to which date 
significance is attached. Additional 
A.A. guns being mounted Brindisi (A one 
7 troopships Naples May 11th loading 
troops ammunition and foodstuffs.
(N.A. Rome, 2059/13)
CHina
At present Hong Kong best central 
position for C. in. C., China, but 
I am ready to go to Singapore at short 
notice in case situation in British 
E.I. requires my presence. (C. in C., 
China, 0455 z/13)
My 1901/10 Necessity for adherence to 
this instruction arises out of delicacy 
of situation created by Japanese 
insistence upon maintenance of Status 
quo in Dutch East Indies and desire 
on our part to do nothing which might 
interfere with present favourable trend 
of United States opinion. Whole 
question is being examined and you will 
be informed of result in due course. 
(D.O.D. (H) 1408/13)
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China

Dutch East Indies My I605/ H .  Dutch Naval C. in C.
has no knowledge of such warnings or 
reasons for them. He would he grateful 
for any information regarding danger to 
island area where Japanese Fleet might 
assemble unknown to himself. Intend 
keeping him informed through Consul- 
General, Batavia, of general situation 
of Japanese Fleet as known here. 
(C.O.I.S., Singapore, ©333 s/13)%
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FOREIGN STATIONS

German Ships

U S 3

Dispositions

China
In view of renewed reports of intention 
of German merchant vessels to proceed 
Vladivostock I intend for next 3 or 
4 weeks to keep one armed gierchant 
cruiser off east coast of Japan.
(C. in C., China, 0359 z/13)
Sast Indies
Asking for air escort (C in C.,
E.I. 1332 Z/13)
America & West Indies.
Following dispositions are to be 
assumed as soon as convenient.
CARAD0C+ to remain at Curacao for the 
present. DUNDEE to operate in 

Cu-ra-eao GUi?AOA3 area as required by CARADOC, 
then resume duty West Indies Oil 
Protective Force. DESPATCH tp patrol 
approach to Colon. H.M.C.S. FRASER 
as required by Flag or SeniornOfficer 
°amaica Force. (C in C., A.’W.I. 1250/13
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CAMPINAS

ANHALT

STUTTGART

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Home Commands
(4541 tons) French source reports 
she was mined 10/5 2 miles S of 
Drogden. This has also heen re
ported in Swedish press on 13/5( 
which states that ship sank^fe.V 
([.C. 0449/40 Reuter,Stockholm) 
Stockholm, 1307/13)
(5870 tons) same French source states 
that a large German Transport was 
stranded at ^alino. Swedish press 
stated 13/5 that ANHALT went aground 
but was refloated (J-.C.0449/40 Reuter 
Stockholm )
(13,387 tons) Swedish press 13/5 
states a German vessel of "25,000 
tons" with makeshift red cross on 
funnel entered Swedish territorial 
waters off Gothenburg and was stopped 
by a Swedish destroyer. (STUTTGART 
was reported going to Oslo 1914 as a 
hospital ship) (I.C. 0449/40 Reuter, 
Stockholm)
Dutch Hast Indies.
No further information. Press, 
however reports all German ships 
have been seized and crews interned.
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U BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

SS VAN RENSSELAER

SALLY

0735

1100 & 1233

*

1830

2100

1303

1303

Shins Attacked.
Dutch, (4141 tons) mined 8230/13 
inside outer harbour of Ymuiden 
(I.G. 0449/40) Reported 0130/13 that 
she hit a mine while "inside the 
north pier" (? at Amsterdam where 
she arrived 8/5) (To Humber 0350/13 
VIMY 0400/13) Reported aground 
inside the outer harbour, 5 passengers 
missing.
Finnish, mined in Fairway north 
of Helsinjoer, a.m. 11/5 (Stockholm, 
1307/13)
Submarines Reported.
COVENTRY reported submerged U boat 
off Skjelfiord approx. 68° N 13°
15'S A 2 (I C 0450/40)
By fisherman 55° 24'N 6°27 W, course 
W. D 4 (10,0450/40) ( F.O.I.C.
Belfast, 1315/13)
58° 10'N 6* 10'W P/S and C/T sighted 
by civilian course E. D3 (IC.0450/40)
58° 17'N 5° 20'W sighted by sr-ldier 
from shore course N.E. D5 (IC o450/®0)
50° 15*N 10° 56'W reliable fix. 
VANQUISHER to attack (C in C., W.A. 
1509/13- ( see attack)
Estimated dispositions.
No deductions possible (D.D.I.C. 
1135/13)
Submarines -^ttacked
By French armoured trawler AIGLON 
58° 15'N 10° 56’W French report as 
reliable and as having been first 
sighted by air craft (IC 0450/40)
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SITUATION REPORT

Holland (1630/14).

Situation in Holland has continued to 
deteriorate. Dutch are now cut off from 
Allies in the South. Owing to dispersal 
of Dutch troops south of the Maas and 
withdrawal of allied covering forces to the 
Dutch-Belgian frontier area an attack from 
N.E. against Antwerp may develop.
All units of the German Air Force long 
range bomber force have now taken part 
in the operations on the Western Front with 
the exception of 2 geschwader. 2 of the 10 
long range bomber-reconnaissance gruppen 
are now thought to be engaged. 3 of the 11 
short range dive-bomber gruppen are now 
thought to be engaged.
Scale of bombing attack in Holland has been 
intense. In France the number of attacks has 
diminished. This indicates major air effort 
is in the North to support the break-through 
of the army. Unofficial estimate for 13/5 
of British fighter losses compared with 
enemy aircraft confirmed losses is nearly 
one to four in our favour. (D.N.I., 2252/14)

Arrangements were made to evacuate the
Dutch troops during the night. Dutch proclam -
ation broadcast from Hilversum tonight,
Tuesday, that Germans commenced to bombard 
Rotterdam and threatened to blow it in pieces 
and the Hague, unless the Dutch gave in.
Dutch C. in C., issued an order that the 
soldiers were to cease fighting but retain 
their arms and keep order in Rotterdam and 
the Hague until German troops arrived to 
take over. Broadcast is believed to be 
genuine. (D.C., 2326/14).

North Holland The R.M. and demolition party were success-
fully evacuated from the Hook this evening 
by MALCOLM, and the Guards battalion in 
VESPER and WHIT3HED. Air escort was provided. 
The M.T.B’s which have been operating in the 
Zuider Zee left, having embarked the 
remaining British troops in that area.
WINDSOR, MOHAWK and VIVIEN evacuated the 
Dutch Govt, and officials with the British, 
Belgian and Norwegian Legations, with 400 
refugees, from Hook last night and landed 
them at Tilbury. Contd.....
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Holland

North Holland The destruction of the oil supplies at 
CContd.5 Amsterdam was carried out. Orders were

given for the Northern Breakwater at the 
Hague to be sufficiently damaged to 
ensure the silting up of the harbour entrance 
and for other Dutch ports which the enemy 
might use as Naval bases, to be wrecked.

Belgium

The British minesweepers have left Flushing 
and are operating with the French at 
Zeebrugge.

Norway.

GLORIOUS and FURIOUS sailed from the Clyde 
at 2100/14 for Narvik area, screened by 
4 destroyers. They are to operate within 
200 miles from the coast of Norway from
18/5.
It is understood that enemy reinforcements 
are still being transported regularly to the 
North by troop carrying aircraft.
(I.C. 0451/40).
The Allied Force is now consolidated and 
moving forward to Narvik. More troops 
have landed at Bodo.
DEVONSHIRE is patrolling off Tromso to 
prevent any German landing in the extreme 
North.

Iceland

FRANCONIA and LANCASTRIA left the Clyde at 
2000/14 with troops for Iceland, to relieve 
the Royal Marines.
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Gibraltar.

5 A.M.C's are being sent to operate against 
shipping off the coast of Portugal.

Mediterrane an.

Although it is not considered that war with 
Italy is likely to break out in the very 
near future preparations are being made 
actively. An A.A. cruiser, a number of 
destroyers, and 3 sloops are*preparing to 
sail for the Mediterranean.

GRENADE has been holed above the water line 
by collision with a trawler in fog.
VERSATILE (damaged 13/5) arrived in harbour 
1900/14.
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Precautions

My 1948/15/4. In view of enemy fifth column 
activities the possibility is pointed out 
that a vessel purporting to carry refugees 
may enter a small port and land an organised 
force. (D.T.D., 2157/13 to C. in C.'s &
F.O.*s).
A case has occured of aircraft bearing 
Dutch markings behaving in a suspicious 
manner off British coast.
Details of precautions to be taken (Air Min. 
1833/14);

Location of all open spaces witixin 5 miles 
of Fleet Air Arm aerodromes to be 
reported (D. of L.D. 2033/14)•

Dover (V.A.Dover 1305/14) Harwich, Lowestoft. 
(D.M.O.I. 1645/14).

O.C. Lympne aerodrome wishes to deny landing 
ground to enemy aircraft by placing 
obstructions on surface. (D.A.M., 1347/14, 
to Air Ministry).
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Policy

Your 0248, I suggest situation demands 
in first place air reconnaissance followed 
by air attack if enemy starts crossing.
I would at once consider sending a destroyer 
to Bergslnis to assist if crossing is 
attempted, M.T.B's would be useless.
(C. in C. Nore, 0359/14 to Adty.). Passed to 
Air Min. (D.C., 0514/14).

C. in C., Rosyth's 1101. I am very anxious 
to reduce passenger trips to Holland and 
non-fighting commitments so that Rosyth 
can be helped and more destroyers can get 
rest. (C. in C., Nore, 1305/14).



War Diary 14.5.40.
Tuesday.

CURLEW

18th A/S S

HOLE COMMANDS

Movements

Is required to go to Mediterranean at once 
and cannot be relieved for about 10 days.
Can you do without an A/A cruiser in 
meantime? (C. in C., H.F. to R.A. (A) 1117/14).

.F. Adty. 1630/30/4, 2052/13. 18th A/3 S.F. 
sailed for Scapa am/14 in accordance with 
Adty.'s 1849/11 (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1103/14).
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/ Helder - Texel - Zuider Zee

Asking for air bombardment of the air base 
at Wieringen. Impossible for any ship to 
get near enough to bombard Germans at 
present. (C. in C., Nore, 1045/14).

Ymuiden

Proceed to Ymuiden and deliver 4dty. messages 
2146/13, 2147/13, and 2217/13 which are 
being passed to you now to their addresses. 
While there try and obtain news of M.T.B.'s 
working in Zuider Zee from Amsterdam and 
then return to patrol. (C. in C., Nore, 
to VESPER, 0255/14).

v .At Ymuiden in hand and confident.
Adty. 2217/13 now being obeyed. Magnetic 
mines inside harbour. Considerable local 
disturbance Amsterdam 13/5• Consulate 
evacuated to Ymuiden today, VICEROY entered 
night 12/5. No developments expected here 
for some days. (VESPER 1000/14).

Your 1812/14 Request destination for troops 
from Ymuiden (HAVOCK 2126/14). Reply 
Tilbury (C. in C., Nore 2159/14)•

Your 1812 have encountered H.M.S. HAVOCK 
and have detached her to Ymuiden and K.M.S. 
VIVACIOUS to ifflJjfet to make all preparations. 
K.M.S. VIVACIOUS will deal with your 1539 
to K.M.S. VESPER and your 2029.
Consider it imperative a dequate fighter
patrols should be over M m  at dawn to 
protect ships whilst embarking and escort 
them on passage. (Capt. D. 2154/14 to C. in 
C., Nore).
Dutch Army in Ymuiden has surrendered. 
Demolition programme completed. Am embarking 
what Dutch I can from Fishing boats. Request 
H.M.S. HEREWARD and H.M.S. VENETIA join me 
off Ymuiden to assist. Understand situation 
is same all over Holland and suggest channel 
steamers be returned. Will proceed towards 
Harwich. (HAVOCK, 2339/14).
3rd Motor Torpedo Boat Flotilla reports coming

out.......
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Ymuiden (Contd.)

out tonight about 2200. Please meet him 
off harbour. Ends. (C. in C., Nore, 2313/14 
to HAVOCK).

Hook - Operations Harpoon and Ordnance -
(Evacuation)-(Including part of Operation XD)

Ref. message despatched at 0030/14 from 
Heywood Mission, F.O., War Office, A.M., 
and Adty. V.A. Dover should make immediate 
arrangements for evacuation which may be 
required at short notice. (D.O.D.(H) 0506/14).
In event of Ordnance taking place, and destroyer 
into Hook as requested by D.l6 and sail 
them to Dover as loaded. MALCOLM is damaged 
and short of ammunition. She can only 
steam about 12 knots. You may have to take 
charge in shore. (N.A. Dover, to D.19?
0622/14).

Evacuation If necessary to evacuate Harpoon today fighter
Preparations protection imperative. Request preparations

be made for this. (V.A. Dover, 0o29/14).
Have picked up Ad. Dickens off Scheveningen. 
WESSEX alongside Hook awaiting refugees. 
Visibility poor, shadowed by enemy aircraft. 
(Capt.(D)l6, 0647/14).

v v k . f Y ) * LCoL  fy\

Your 1203 (Northern Breakwater at Hook to be 
damaged by torpedoes and gunfire) arranged 
(Capt. D.l6, 1258/14).

Destroyers Request 2 destroyers berth alongside quay
astern of MALCOLM, bow west, in case of 
evacuation and 2 A/A destroyers anchor in 
stream. (Capt. (D)l6 to Capt. (D) 19? 1001/14) 
VIVACIOUS and VENETIA to berth alongside 
quay astern of MALCOLM. (Capt. (D)lo,
1013/14). If evacuation of Hook of Holland 
takes place, Capt. (D)l6 will be in charge 
on shore and will call on you for destroyers 
as requisite. (V.A. Dover, to Capt.(D)l, 
0946/14).
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Troops can From Heywood Mission. In view of political
fulfil no and military situation do not consider
useful purpose Irish Guards or Mission can fulfil useful

purpose by remaining at Hook. Dutch C.S. 
states Rotterdam likely to fall this after
noon. W/T station out of action (D.l6, 
1105/14 to V. A. Dover).
KEITH, BOREAS, BRILLIANT, WIVERN, VERITY, 
V/OLSEY for operation '‘Ordnance" 6649 (V.A. 
Dover, 0947/14).

Motor Boats First 4 destroyers are to leave motor boats 
and drivers in Hook for evacuation of small 
demolition rear-guards. Boats berth ahead 
of MALCOLM. (Capt.(D)l6, 1116/14).

Destroyer
Orders

Raise steam and proceed with despatch to 
R.V. with WHITSHED in position 270 Maas 
light vessel 10 miles and stand by to carry 
out evacuation from Hook (C. in C., Nore, 
0853/14 to Capt.(D)l, GRIFFIN, HEREWARD, 
repeated F.O., Dover, Capt(D)l6, Capt.(D)19, 
WHITSHED and F.O. Harwich).

-^VIVACIOUS and VENETIA, 40 miles from Hook, 
are at your immediate disposal if needed. 
VESPER follows. (C. in C., Nore, 0838/14 
to Capt. (D)l6).
Ready to embark as soon as destroyer arrives, 
WHITSHED here now (Capt.(D)l6 1241/14 to 
N.O.I.C. Dover).

> VIVACIOUS and VENETIA are to be off Scheven- 
ingen at 1300 to be ready to evacuate Naval 
Staff at request of Dutch C. in C., join me 
on completion. (Capt. (D)l to VIVACIOUS, 
1159/14). IL , t.,

 ̂ Destroyers
urgently
required

Three destroyers urgently required, proceed 
with utmost speed (D.l6, 1240/14 to Destroyers)

On arrival off Hook D.19 is to take over 
from D.l. D.l and Nore destroyers not in 
Hook should return to Harwich or as ordered 
by c. in C., Nore. (V.A., Dover, 1244/14).
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6 destroyers arriving 1500 one being A/A 
(Capt.D.19, 1101/14 to Capt. D.l6).

Operation My 1228. Operation Ordnance is not to take
Ordnance place (D.O.D.(H) 1301/14 to V.A. Dover).

Cancel ray 12l6. Operation Ordnance is not 
to take place yet (V.A. Dover, 1302/14 to 
D.l, D.19, D.l6).
Cancel my 1159• Enter Hook forthwith 
(CODRINGTON 1317/14- to VIVACIOUS, VENETIA).
From Major General Hayward. Your 1302 
(cancelling operation "Ordnance"). With
drawal from Bridge Head started 1025 after 
heavy air attack. Half battalion embarked 
and sailed at 1300. Do you wish us to 
return? Heavy casualties likely. (WHITSHED 
1340/14 to F.O.C., Dover).
Colonel of Guards reports impossible to hold 
on here (Capt.D.l6, 1319/14- to N.O.I.C., 
Dover).
Your 1302. Majority of Guardsmen have left 
(Capt. D.l6, 1317/14 to N.O.I.C., Dover).
Carry out operation Ordnance, that is 
evacuation,forthwith (V.A. Dover, 1415/14 
to WHITSHED, D.l, D.19, D.l6).

WHITSHED arrived Hook (Capt. D.l6, 1159/14).
"H ftYfcoO**. _  „  „  .Following for HnrtPOe** from War Office.

Begins. Anxious that your battalion should 
not get too deeply committed and arrangement* 
for your re-embarkation tonight have been 
made.
In withdrawing your battalion it is important 
that as many Dutch troops as possible 
should be withdrawn too.
You should plan accordingly and unless 
situation is far different from what we 
suppose here and you can usefully maintain 
your position in conjunction with Dutch, 
your re-embarkation and that of as many 
Dutch troops as possible will take place 
tonight. Report......
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Report urgently your intentions and in 
particular number of Dutch troops to be 
evacuated so that Royal Navy may complete 
their plans. Ends. (D.O.D.(H) 1415/14 to 
D.l6).
N.O.I.C., Dover’s 1415/14. Present 
situation Marines and demolition parties on 
board MALCOLM alongside Kook. I have 
already sailed remainder of Guardsmen and 
Military Mission in WHITSHED and VESPER 
for Dover. Demolition of Wharf Fort and 
Breakwater not yet carried out,charges laid. 
(Capt. D.16, 1501/14).

Destroyers in harbours impress on all Dutch 
authorities the vital importance of wrecking 
before capture the ports of Ymuiden, Hook 
and any others that might be used as enemy 
naval bases, also evacuating all possible 
light craft and small steamers. They 
would otherwise be used by German Army.
(C. in C., Nore. 1220/14 to HAVOCK, MALCOLM, 
VESPER, VENETIA).

" 0 a eeOperation ORDNANCE is to be carried out as 
soon as possible.. Fighter protection will 
be afforded for 1^ hours each side of the 
time of sailing from Hook. (D.O.D.(H) 
1228/14 to V.A., Dover).

CODRIKGTGN, HEREWARD , GRIFFIN expected time 
of arrival Maas L.V. 1345 assuming visibility 
does not deteriorate further. (Capt. D.l, 
1025/14).
WHITSHED, WHITLEY, WINCHESTER proceed into 
Hook forthwith. Expect to arrive 1420 
(Capt. D.l, 1251/14).
My 1319» Intend to embark all soldiers 
into destroyer alongside. (D.l6, 1346/14) 
Approved, as many Dutch troops as possible 
to be given opportunity to leave if they 
wish (D.D.O.D., 1421/14).
When no longer required, D.l and Harwich 
destroyers proceed to Harwich. (V.A., Dover, 
1501/14).
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2 Destroyers C. in C., Rosyth's 1101/14. On completion
for Rosyth of tonight operation two destroyers are to be

placed under orders of C. in C., Rosyth, 
these need not repetition not be A/A 
destroyers. (V.C.N.S. 1500/14 to C. in C., 
Nore).
WINDSOR and VIMY detailed (C. in C., Nore, 2115/14).

Dutch C. in C. 
ob.iects to 
demo lit ion

All troops and demolition parties embarked 
charges placed for demolition of wharves. 
Dutch C. in C. objects, have withdrawn 
demolition parties as this appears 
unimportant. Can torpedo dam if required. 
Intend to remain off Hook for the present. 
(Capt. D.l6, 1459/14).

Dutch Submarines' All spare torpedoes for Dutch Submarines 
torpedoes are in Lighters at Helder. Imperative

Dutch Authorities tow them to sea sending 
also maximum number of Torpedo Personnel. 
Will send Ship to Escort when they have 
sailed. (C. in C., Nore, 1539/14 to 
HAVOCK, VESPER).

My 1539. Proceed to Helder and expedite 
arrangements urgently. (C. in C., Nore, 
1715/14 to VESPER).
Cancel my 1603 (C. in C., Nore, 1715/14 
to VESPER).

Urge Dutch Authorities imperative to sail 
subn&rines with ample torpedoes before 
port is lost. No sweepers can arrive today 
tomorrow very doubtful. V/e have no 
evidence of German mines off Helder. Note 
Q Z X 55. (C. in C., Nore, 1632/14 to 
VESPER).
Have detached VIVACIOUS and VENETIA to 
Scheveningen to embark Dutch Naval Staff 
if there. Have ordered them to wait one 
hour to withdraw if attacked and to 
reestablish Brown Ridge patrol if staff not 
located. Am returning to Harwich with 
HEREWARD and GRIFFIN. (Capt. D.l, l6oi /14)
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Cancel V.A. Dover’s 1501. Report number 
of destroyers which have not'been used for 
operation Ordnance and will be available 
for evacuation of part of Dutch army tonight 
probably from Ymuiaen and Halden. These 
destroyers are to cruise off Brown Ridge 
until further orders. C. in C., Nore l6l6/14 
to Capt. D.1).

Dutch Prepare 8 M/S Trawlers to go Kelder in
Submarines * Texel to tow lighters number unknown contain-
Torpedoes ing torpedoes believed to be sailing tonight.

VESPER now proceeding Helder will conduct 
operation. Sail trawlers as ready and 
report times of departure. (C. in C., Nore, 
1643/14 to N.O.I.C., Yarmouth).

L.L. trawlers LORD GREY and CLYTrjNESS are to 
be sailed tonight. Urgently required at 
the Kelder to release subnarines and 
important naval stores and if practicable 
should proceed direct under escort or 
have protection provided from daylight 
tomorrow Wednesday. If operation at The 
Helder is impracticable they are to proceed 
to Zeebrugge and report to Commander 
Peterson. (D.M.S. 1652/14 to C. in C., Nore)

Wharves not Return to Dover forthwith. Do not destroy 
to be destroyed wharves. (V.A. Dover, 1701/14 to D.l6).

C. in C., Nore’s l6l6. Request available 
destroyers may join me in position CP TS 
352§. My expected time of arrival rendezvous 
1930. 1809/14.

Evacuation Expect to arrive Dover 2100 14th May 350
of Guards Welsh and Irish Guards. (VESPER, 1600/14).

Brown Ridge Your l6l6 CODRINGTON, HEREWARD and GRIFFIN 
Patrol available and now proceeding to Brov.n

Ridge. My 1601 VIVACIOUS and VENETIA will 
also be available am ordering them to join me. 
(Capt. D.l, 1721/14).
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Evacuation My 1446/14. Dutch Authorities have been in-
of Dutch Troops formed that opportunities for evacuation

of Dutch troops will be available at ports 
tonight Tuesday. A ship should be sent 
to each of Helder, Ymuiden,Scheveningen and 
Hook if practicable and other ships should 
be standirig by off ports to enter if 
conditions allow. If Dutch troops evacuate 
as many as possible should be embarked some 
overcrowding being accepted. Place of 
landing at your discretion. (D.O.D.(H), 
1703/14 to C. in C., Nore).

Remain in vicinity of Hook with destroyers 
not carrying troops or evacuees and await 
further instructions. Report names of
destroyers then in company. (V.A., Dover, 
1624/14 to D.19).

them as far as entrance to Helder. 
Destroyer cruise towards Brown Ridge while 
waiting. Complete demolition essential 
if trawlers are lost. (C. in C., Nore, 
1803/14 to F.O. Harwich).

troops, all British destroyers have left, 
am sailing for Harwich. (C. in C., Nore, 
2000/14).

//hen you sail embark all troops possible 
(C. in C., Nore, 1844/14 to HAVOCK).

Scheveningen using Transports and Destroyers. 
CANTERBURY and KING GEORGE V will arrive _ 
rendezvous 1 Mile 270 from Charted Position 
Maas L.V. by 0130/15 and 0230/15 respect
ively and areunaer your orders. At Hook if 
conditions allow, send one Transport in at a 
time, a destroyer being sent in beforehand 
to nmke arrangements including pilots. Destroyers should also be usea to embark 
troops at Hook. Do what you can at 
Scheveningen using Destroyer and local craft. 
All arrangements are at your discretion. 
Acknowledge forthwith. (V.A.Dover, 1825/14 
to Capt. D.19).
Adty. 1415/14. Intended to evacuate Dutch

Dutch Submarines' Ref. Adty’s 1652. Sail trawlers as soon1 • v n _ j _ • _ • ̂  t _ _ 1 « _ _ _ _ «

# K.T.B.16 Reports have embarked remaining British

Evacuation Part of Dutch Army are to be embarked
of Put ch Troops tonight Tuesday from the Hook and

Army
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Operations - Hook etc. (Contd.)

Evacuation of Array tonight. Cross Channel stearners LAID 
Dutch Troops OF ORLEANS and MONAS QUEEN from Dover and 
(ContdTT perhaps MALINE3 from London are ordered

to be 10 miles northwest of charted position 
of Maas Light at 0030. Divide them and 
your ships between Ymuiden and Helder and 
evacuate all possible fighting forces.
You go Helder and deal with my 1539 and 1603 
to VESPER. Destroyers are to enter first 
to arrange for pilots. (C. in C., Nore, 
1812/14 to D.l).

After waiting half hour I sent in a boat and 
the Naval Staff were told to come down as 
quickly as possible, there were no signs 
of them 50 minutes later, am proceeding 
to rendezvous expect to arrive 2024. 
(VIVACIOUS 1901/14 to Capt. D.l).

My 1812 if possible have pilots waiting out
side both ports from 0200. When you sail 
embark all troops possible. (C. in C.,
Nore, 1844/14 to HAVOCK).

HAVOCK's 1505. Ships for evacuating very 
unlikely to reach Helder or Ymuiden before 
daylight. (C. in C., Nore 1924/14 to Adty,)

Germans reported in Rotterdam.I consider 
chances of embarking military from Hook and 
Scheveningon hazardous even if they wish 
to come which is most doubtful as they 
have capitulated. I am prepared to slip at 
any time will report la er. (Capt. D.19 
2204/14 to V.A. Dover).

Your 2204. Send destroyer in to ascertain 
conditions and bring off troops. Question 
of sending in transports is then at your 
discretion. (N.O.I.C., Dover, 2345/14 to 
Capt. D.19).

With reference to evacuation of Dutch 
Army we have already provided as many ships 
as can be made use of tonight.
Will inform you tomorrow regarding operation 
tomorrow night as soon as we know the 
situation. (Adty. 2229/14 to Admiral Nord 
at Dunkirk).
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Dutch Submarifcs1 Early information about Lighters and 
Torpedoes Torpedoes very desirable. Which Destroyers

go to Helder. (C. in C., Nore, 2222/14 to D.l).

GRAFTON is to R.V. off Adleburgh L.V. at 
050Q/15 with five or more M/S trawlers 
from Yarmouth. Trawlers to be escorted 
to Helder where they are to escort self 
propelled and tow dumb lighters approximately 
20 in number containii^g submarine torpedoes 
to Harwich. Hoped that Dutch crqft may tow 
majority of lighters. (C. in C., Nore, 2237/14 
to F.O.I.C., Harwich).
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Dutch Coast - Rotterdam.

Dutch Naval Staff believes attack on Moerdyk 
bridges by torpedoes fired from M.T.B.'s 
might cause heavy damage. (D.N.L.O. 0657/14). 
Passed to C. in C., Nore, (D.C., 0720/14).

Oil Stocks Adty. 2218/13, destruction of oil stocks at
Rotterdam. General Keywood says this was 
done yesterday Monday. (WHITSHED, 1810/14).

Operation XD Your 0915* All preparations being made as
rapidly as possible. Dutch R.M. Commander 
Van Leenen says he is going to fight but 
undertake to make all preparations for demol
ition and will carry out operation on receipt 
of orders from Dutch C. in C. Request 
2 M.T.B.'s to evacuate last of demolition 
party (D.l6, 1016/14 to N. 0.1.C. , Dover).
Reply. 2 M.T.B.'s being sent (V.A. Dover, 
1152/14 to D.16).

XDB  ̂ Following inf ormation from Captain Goodwin
operation XDB (i) Oil fuel on south side 
destroyed. (ii) Destruction of Vegetable 
oil and every-thing on North side stopped by 
Dutch Govt, (iii) 200 boxes of Gold sunk 
in Pilot steamer between Rotterdam and Hook;
(iv) Royal Engineers party arrived Hook. 
(Capt. D.l6, 0929/14).

Evacuation of 2 M.T.B. 1 s to proceed to Hook and join D.l6 
demolition to embark demolition parties after general
panties evacuation. Torpedoes are not to be carried.

(C. in C., Nore, 1203/14 to F.O., Harwich).

XDA Captain Davis Landed. Amsterdam beirg
evacuated. Have arranged to close harbour 
for more removals tonight Tuesday in view of 
magnetic mining and immediate air attack when 
ships enter harbour. C.O. Force XDA does 
not consider it justifiable to send Destroyers 
in for evacuation and has nfide arrangements 
to evacuate eventually with Dutch Force by 
local craft. (HAVOCK, 1505/14),
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If blockships not needed request very early 
orders to move them to Spithead or elsewhere. 
Danger here that they might be sunk in 
harbour by air attack and block river 
Medway. (C. in C ., Nore, 0956/14).
Your 0956. Spithead not acceptable until 
situation in Belgium is clarified. Suggest 
you anchor blockships in West Swin after 
searching sweep of anchorage for magnetic 
mines has been carried out. Before FLORENTINO 
and BORODINO leave Medway they should be 
issued with administrative code (E), etc. 
CAROLINE MOLLER should be retained at 
Sheerness for transport of Comdrs. Tupper- 
Carey and Shears. (D.O.D.(H) 2253/14).

Dutch Coast - Flushing

Demolition at Flushing is being efficiently 
carried out at present by German bombs. 
Flushing XD party now in Middle burgh.
French military Commander has his H.Q. 
there and party is w orking under his 
direction. Am also in close touch with 
Dutch naval authorities in Middleburgh 
and Flushing. (Com. Cazalet at Flushing, 
via KIMBERLEY no T.0.0./13).
Intend to leave H.M.S. BRILLIANT and BOREAS 
at West Hinder Buoy at 1830 G.M.T. and proceed 
Flushing in accordance with previous orders. 
(WINCHESTER, 17363/14).

Dutch Coast (General)

Following from N.A. Hague:- The impression is 
that Holland will give up soon, possibly today. 
Fighting reported betv/een the Hague and Hook. 
(Capt. (D)l6, 0658/14).

of VIVIEN with refugees, WINDSOR with Dutch Govt, 
and officials, Belgian and Norwegian legations, 
MOHAWK with British minister etc. and refugees 
expected to arrive Tilbury am/14. (C. in C.,
Nore, 0035/14).

(with gold) expected to arrive Southend 
1100/14. To proceed to Tilbury (C. in C., 
Nore, 0107/14).
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Coast (General) 336

Dutch Naval C. in C. asks for destroyer off 
Scheveningen to evacuate Naval Staff at 
1300 (Capt. D(l6) 1112/14 to Capt.D.l).

Proceed to Dover, report your passengers 
(Capt. D.16, 0849/14 to WESSEX).
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Withdrawal of 
A.A. Cruiser.

German landing at 
Hernnes

.W.0.0,

<1 ^

4 Destroyers to he 
surrendered

GLORIOUS
FURIOUS

Narvik
Your 117/14. Yes, by (aircraft grout) 
further north which will mean fighter 
patrols will be very intermittent.
ARK R0Y.iL will be down to 40/ fuel 
by 13/5 and will not be able to 
operate long after that. Until fighter 
aircraft are established on shore do 
not consider risk of fuelling at Har- 
stad can be accepted, also boiler 
cleaning now overdue, should be taken 
in hand shortly. (V.S.A. to C in C., 
H.F. 1337/14)
Reference landing of Germans by NORD 
NORGE at Hemnes. Request report what 
steps you consider practicable to 
prevent such action by Germans at sea 
in this area in future. (V.C.N.S. 
0058/14 to F.O. Narvik.
On Rotvoer Island, re (R.A. Narvik 
1942/12)
Information received from reliable 
source to the effect that German 
Government having been refused per
mission to use Sy/edish railways for 
transport of arms and ammunition to 
Narvik are now sending daily consider
able numbers of sealed trucks said to 
contain food supplies. (Gothenburg 
1559/14)
Your 2313/10 following action being 
taken. HAVELOCK, HESPEHfcUS, BASILISK 
with defective A/S trawlers CAPE 
PA3SAR0 and 3T LOI.IAN sail with convoy 
to IRK. 14th May. WOLVERINE and 
F(mDKiANT sail with CHROBRY from Bodo 
15th May. WESTOOTT and VOLUNTEER 
released from duty here form part of 
escort for ARK ROYAL, retaining BOM
ALI, FAME, BRAZEN, ECHO, WREN, WARWICK 
plus WHIRLWIND and VANSITTART for 
RESOLUTION. (To Narvik 1607/14)
i'.O. Narvik 1953/13 GLORIOUS and 
FURIOUS should be sailed accordingly 
(D.O.D. (H) 1210/14) To sail for 
Vaags Fiord area, escorted by VETERAN 
VISCOUNT, WITHERINGTON, DIANA, as soon 
as ready so as to arrive a.m. 18/5 
(C in C., H.F. 1403/14) To sail as 
arranged tonight, Tuesday, R.A.D. to 
detail a destroyer to R.V. with 
GLORIOUS to take place of WITHERINGTON
(C. in C., H.F. 2037/14 AMAZON

SUPPLEMENT
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HOMS COMMANDS
_________________  3 3 8
OPERATIONS Contd.

detailed (R.A.D.H.P. 2139/14)
GLORIOUS and DUBIOUS sailed 2130 (P.O. 
Narvik, 2240/14)
re proposals to lay minefields off 
Tjeldsundefe and Ofot Piord (R.A. Narvik 
1931/13)

✓

Tromso & Kirlcenes
Your 1059/13 to C*S.I. In view of 
persistant r ports of possibility that 
Germans may attempt to get footing in 
N. Norway either from Murmansk or sea 
and great risks they show themselves 
prepared to take in sending troops by 
sea*DEVONSHIRE will remain under your 
orders to p'revent any such operation 
C. in. C., H.P. to give orders re
retention of destroyers (1st S.L. 
0059/14 to P.O. Narvik)
./ill cruise to northward of Tromso 
(? probably DEVONSHIRE 0759/14)
Proceed Tromso (Narvik 0920/14)
Am complying with tour 0920/14 
arriving Tromso 0200/15, consider 
protection essential (P.O.C. 1st 
C.S» 1744/14)

A/S

Your 1744/14 3 A/S trawlers should 
reach Troraso p.m. /15 (P.O. Narvik 
2247/14 to P.O. I.C.S.)*’ fll«4os/«y'

j Iceland- Operation^ .
Sailed PRANCONIA, L.JICASTRIA, escorted 
by POXHOUHD and HAVANT for operations 
Alabaster. Locate. Expected arrive 
17/5 (P.O.I.G. Greenock, 1940/14)
2 Unidentified aircraft seen 13/5 
(Jones Tfeykjavik 1930/14)
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OPERATIONS

Low Countries
Dieppe closed to French. S.N.O. has closed port to all
Dutch Trawlers Dutch Trawlers day and night of which

200 are expected in next 24 hours. 
British Military Authorities much 
disturbed anticipating any 5th column 
activities. French Naval authorities 
say that proper examination prior to 
entry impracticable. Bequest instruc
tions. Frend S.N.O. requesting

• instructions from Admiral. Havre.
(N.C.S.O. Dieppe, 0025/14)
All ships over 500 tons have left and 
80/ of total shipping (Newhaven 
Mission 1230/14)

Zeebrugge Following by telephone from Peterson.
Flushing has been damaged by enemy 
bombing and impossible to work from 
there. I have moved to Zeebrugge, 
where am working in close cooperation 
with the French. 2 of my sweepers 
have gone Hook of Holland. British N.A., 
Hague, told me send 2 others to Ymuiden 
I refused and was supported by French 
A.dmiral here, who considers as I do 
that the Wandelaar Flushing Channel 
is vital. Cannot assume clearance of 

^  this channel with only 2 sweepers and
request 2 more double L type. Have 
moved the s&id to Zeebrugge to avoid 
damage. Dutch naval authorities can 
make nothing of it, say they have not 
the knowledge or the material. One 
of my drifters, LICHEN, with magnetic 
sweep, has not been demagnetised and is 
dangerous. Coal, petrol and provisions 
arranged but have no means of paying 
for them. There are definitely no 
Belgian mines outside Zeebrugge. Danish 
ship GORM sunk outside entrance harbour 
in position 1.3 miles 020° end light 
on Zeebrugge Mole, head points 200° 
(B.N.L.O. Dunkirk, 140/14
Your message received, ARCTIC HUNTER 
and ST. MELANTE are returning to you 
but unaware of move to Zeebrugge.
Reliefs for casualties being sent 
(D. .S. 195G/14 to B.N.L.O. Dunkirk, 
for Cmdr . , Peterson.
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7
PHRONTifS

PERSEUS

Submarines

WILLEM VAN 

Submarines

HOME COMiiANDS

14.5.1940.
Tuesday.

3 4 0

OPERATIONS

Dutch & Belgian Y/arshios and Merchant 
N. Vs.
Dutch legation state all Dutch, sub
marines non in harbour. (D.C., 0220/13 

o 10 Dutch tug and submarines D9 and £10 
anchored in Downs 0530 (V.A. Dover, 
0941/14)
Arrived in Downs (V.A. Dover 1039/14) 
carrying 900 prisoners Report if seen 
and escort her to Downs (IT.O.I.G.
Dover 0440/14 to VENOMOUS) position 
VENOMOUS see 0938/14)
(with gold) Escort to Southend then 
nroceed to Sheerness (C. in C., Nore 
0737/14 to VIMY)
HAVOCK endeavour to get in touch with 
Trawlers AS.IT., and NORSE proceeding 
from Flushing to Ymuiden. Direct them 
to proceed to Helder and sweep 2 Dutch 
Submarines to sea. On completion traw
lers to nroceed to Zeebrugge. (C in G., 
Nore 1229/14)

DER ZAAN Minelayer, arrived in Downs (V.A. Dover
1215/14)
Intend to sail Dutch Minelayer 9 VILLEM 
VAN DER ZELBEN tug B V Five and .Mu'm-vim* 
submarines 0 9, 0 10, and 0 24. at 
0500/15 for Portsmouth speed 8-g- knot3 
(V.A. Dover 1943/14)
My 1212 Request any further Dutch sub 
marines arriving may proceed to 
Portsmouth (V.A.S., 1757/14)
Your 1824/13 (A) Concur that sub
marines should be based on Blyth after 
completion of one patrol. (B) Dutch 
Naval Attache agrees in principle with 
your suggestions and as officers and 
men become available will comply as 
far as oossible (D.O.D (H) 1154/14 to 
V.A. (S) )

A
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D.utch & Belgian ./*rships & Principal 
--.Vs. (Contd.)

Trawlers

LIBRA fj

A large number of Butch Trawlers are 
expected shortly at Spithead. C. in 
C., Portsmouth is requested to arrange 
suitable anchorage in Spithead or 
The Solent and for examination on 
arrival. Arrangements for final dis
posal are under consideration.
( D T D  1327/14)
To be routed to Downs for further in
structions (D.T.D. 1132/14)
VENOMOUS escorting expect to arrive 
N. Goodwin L.V. 2330 VENOMOUS 2153/14)



Positions

Enemy Transport.

0600/14 (D.C. 0004/14)
0600/15 (v.A.S. 1648/14, D.C. 1957)
seen off Dutch, coast he tween 52-2-°N 
and 5o-£-° H (D.C. 1950/14)
Your 1631 14th 1-ay (see enemy 
intelligence) Do not act on my 1422 
14th Hay unless there is no further 
chance of intercepting transport. 
(Capt., S9 1858/14 to CLYDE)

A3tjiS3Um Bt



Skua Force for Attacks on Bergen.

Enemy Air Activity

Flying Boat Sunk

MATABELE
WESSEX

Hook

Aircraft firec^ut "by own trawlers 
2030 B. E.Y/.Y. 1030 (Donibristle 2305/ 
14)
16 Skuas are going to be stationed 
at Hats ton. Proposed to use them 
primarily to attack targets in 
vicinity of Bergen and also enemy 
warships destroyers and above and 
transports between Utvoer and 
Egersund. (C. in C., H.F. 1640/14)
Best bomb for attack of frozen lake 
landing ground is 250 lb. G.P. fused 
N.D.T. which should make hole 20ft 
in diameter. (Hd. of M., 0945/14)

There is indication of enemy air 
activity in Northern part of the 
North sea. (D.D.I.C. 1005/14)
Flying boats presumed hostile close 
in shore 2-g miles S.W. Scheveningen. 
Inform Dutch authorities (Capt. D 16 
to WESSEX, 0512/14) My 0512,'one sunk 
(D.16, 0515/14)
Bom ed D.R.X.T. 2500 (MATABELE.0550/14
Attacked and bombed by aircraft at 
Hook (WESSEX 0917/14) Am being heavily 
bombed (WESSEX 0923/14, 0927/14, 
0930/14) Bombed G.P.T.S. 0427 (WESSEX 
0954/14)
Large number aircraft bombing Hook 
Holland.(MALCOLM, 1420/14, 1425/14) 
Enemey aircraft bombing Hook (MALCOLM. 
0907/14) Ditto (CODRINOTON 1425/14)

SUPPLEMENT



Enemy _Air Activity

m al colm:

CODRIHGTOH

VESPER

WHITSHED 

A/lY£ftr/

Aar Diary 14.5.1940.
Tuesday.

AIR Contd.

Contd.

Enem%y aircraft attacking and 
■bombing Hook (ilALCOLM, 0907/14) 
Attacked and bombed at Hook 
(lIALGOLLI, 1024/14, 1029/14, 1420/14 
large number aircraft bombing Hook 
Holland (AXLCOLM, 1425/14, 1909/14 
3 ir craft G.P.O.X. 250-16 
(kALCOLil, 1708/14) 5 aircra.ft 355 
V.X.S.T. 32 (imLGOLM, 1924/14)
Enemy aircraft bombing Hook 
(CODRIHGTOH, 1425/ 14)
Enemy air craft bombing in nosition 
C.P.T.F. 29417 (VESPER 1646/14)
Bombed while evacuating trooos from Hook (I.G. 0451/40)
A r v ^ V  m th n r iz  . b

cu  ViAw-v-A,
SUPPLEMENT
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HOME COMMANDS

NARWHAL.

Ocean Convoys 
Dutch Tankers

S.S. ACCRINGTON

Mining 9 ^
4 D

Sweden has declared a nine field 
North of Palsterbo hounded hy 55°
29 *N 55° 26*N, 12°47 8*E and 12° 50
K I  TPO -*-*• y

j'.D. 12 completed 1730/11 without 
incident within 1-g- miles 62° 58’N 
6° 48*E. No surface patrols occasionH 
al air patrols near lying position 
never dark (Capt. S6 1528/14)
Propose minelayers should 
effectively mine all Dutch ports as 
soon as it is known that we have 
lost them. (C. in. C., Nore., 1740/14 
to Admiralty)
Shipping
Positions (D.C.1953/14)
Immediate information required of 
presence or arrival of small Dutch 
Tanker in U.K. (D.T.D. 2149/14)
Suspected sabotage. Degaussing cable 
cut. Probably caused by v/orkmen dis
contented at being asked to -work Whit 
Monday (P.0. Humber 1909/14)

* •
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One Transport with 
Aircraft

Trawlers might he 
used as Transport.

Swedish Attitude

Convoy, 4 Ships

Convoy 11 Ships

2 merchant Ships

Surface Unit

HOKE COMMANDS
-------------  2  4  fj

Enemy Intelligence
One enemy transport accompanied hy 
air craft position of enemy was 63°9 *N 4° 28’E 28 at 1602. Am attempting 
to regain touch lost in low visibility My position 63° 3*N 4° 32 *E (CLYDE 
1631/14 D.N.I. 1836/14)
3 German trawlers were captured just 
prior to 9th April off coast of Norway 
between Tromso and Norwegian-Einnish 
border. Information obtained from then 
suggests further Trawlers may still be 
fishing in the area probably from Russia 
Some are fast and night be used by 
enemy for transport of troops. (C in C., 
II.E. 1726/14)
Large enemy hospital ship proceeding 
through Kattegat to Norway Kay 13th.
No. 2 . Several Danish Ships have been 
ordered to do the same owing to fear 
of mines. No apparent action is 
being taken by this Government. (Actg. 
Consul, Llalmo 1310/14)
Convoy of four ships with 2 Destroyers 
sighted by aircraft in B.Q.Y.V. 5039 
at 1500/14 Course southerly (C.in C., 
Rosyth, 2232/14)
Erench submarine, CASABIANCA sighted 11 
enemy transports with escort ship 2 
aircraft bearing 240° distance 8 miles 
course and speed 120° 15. Ky position 
8 miles southward of Lindesnes course 
180° , and attacked. (CASK3IANCA, 0855/1 
0.D.I.C.,1126/14)
Of 1,000 and 1,500 tons respectively 
were sighted in 53° 57'N 7° 30*E steam
ing 130° (36 miles N.W. WilhelTS haven) at 
0435/14 A.I. (I.C.0451/40) A
Unknown su 'face unit was located in 56° 20fN 6° 20’E (60 miles N.W. Horns 
Reef) at 1930/14 A.I. (I.C. 0451/40)
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Swedish Lights

0500/14

North Sea

Channel 

W# Approaches 

Horns Reef 

Taschelling

HOME COIL LANDS

. J3CMLLANMQUS
3 4 ?

WIND
Light Moderate to
Westerly Good

S.W, light. Moderate to 
Good

S.W. to W Good
Moderate
Light Moderate Similar
Westerly
Light Good Similar
Westerly
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GRENADE

4T

HESPEP.\uS

VERSATILE

HAVORN f  
NARWHAL

3 4 8

Casualties and Defects.
In collision in fog with^xrawler 
CAYTON WYKE, 51° 5r 1° 21 fE Trawler 
undamaged. GR " ADE feoled above water 
line, no immediate assistance re
quired (GRENADE A.D.E. 0936/14)
Your 2357/13 HESPERMITS can be taken in 
hand for docking and repairs at 
Dundee (D.O.D (H) 1859/14 to P.0. 
Narvik.
Damage by bomb, watertightness of ship 
not affected. One engine out of use. 
consider repairs can be effected in 
Sheerness (Cdre. I/C Sheerness 2037/14) 
Steaming 10 knots on one engine but 
this is very unreliable. JANUS also 
with her (HYPERION 0937/14)
Aground in S. Vosrovay harbour (N.O.IC. 
Stornoway 1415/14-, 1601/14) refloated 
(N.O.I.C. Stornoway 0039/15)
0200/9 one piston port engine partially 
seized cylinder cut out. (Capt., S 6 
1528/14)

SUPPLEMENT
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FOREIGN STATIONS
North Atlantic

Dutch & Belgian 
Ships.

Off Coast of 
Portugal.

French Positions 
Italian Ships

Your 1942/l2th May Dutch authorities 
in Lisbon eager to assist hut state they 
have orders to keep homeward hound Dutch 
ships in port pending further orders. 
Request Dutch Government in London he 
asked to issue necessary orders. Will 
all ships sailing to allied ports he 
fully covered against all risk?
(1300/14) Dutch and Belgian ships 
hound for Dutch or Belgian ports to he 
brought into U.K.
Suggest old nets should he supplied as 
soon as possible to Portugese Navy in 
view of possible use of Lisbon by 
British warships if Italy enters war 
(N.A. Lisbon 1709/14)
Admiralty’s 1809/14 PATROCLUS and 
ASTURIAS on patrol ordered to steer 
180° CARINTHIA in Irish Sea ordered to s 
steer for Western Approaches.
DERBYSHIRE and CHESHIRE at Clyde ready 
to proceed P.M. Wednesday or A.M. 
Thursday. Endurance of ships on 
moving at 15 knots with 3 days margin 
additional AST RIAS at least 
16 PATROCLUS at least 15 CARINTHIA 15 
CHESHIRE 16 DERBYSHIRE 21. (V.A.N.P. 
2340/14)
Convoys & Patrols 
1300/14 (D.C. 0035/14)
re Rome, 1313/13 to D.N.I, French C. in 
Cs have received instructions that 
if Italian merchant ships escorted 
by warships are met no action is to be 
taken except to identify them and their 
escort. Request early instruction 
whether British v/arships are to act 
similarly. (F.O.C.N.A. 1452/14)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Concentration
Destrcjers

Trawlers & ESPADON

MIRAGLIA

Transport Sailings 
to be resumed.

Roumanian Tankers

CONTI DI SAVOIA 

F-LMFT. Exercises

T r i L a lFour T^TUMj and four K class Destroyers 
also nine Destroyers of A to I class 
one A/A cruiser with R.D.F. and three 
sloops with good A/A armament to 
assemble at Plymouth and sail for 
Mediterranean in one or more groups as 
soon as practicable (Admiralty to‘c. in 
c., H.F. 0102/14)
Admiralty 0102/14 Following Destroyers 
selected HYPERION, HOSTILE, KAV0CK 
HEREWARD, INGLEFIELD, IMOGEN, ILEX, 
IMPERIAL, SIKH, ZULU, MOHAWK, NUBIAN, 
KANDAHAR, KIMBERLEY, KHARTOUM,
KINGSTON. Captain (D) 4 to be appointed 
to one of the triflals.
It is intended that HERO & HASTY should 
go in the first place being relieved 
by INGLEFIELD & IMOGEN when ready.
(C in C., Home Fleet to Admiralty 1021 
/14)
My 1021 Admiralty 1515 to First Lord 
(C. in C., H.F. 2517/14) 4 trawlers 
and French submarine ESPADON arrived 
Alexandria (S.S. (l) Alexandria 1516/14)
Italian aircraft transport and tender 
arrived here this morning (6onsul,
Tripoli 1716/14)
It has become urgently necessary to 
resume transport sailings from 
Marseilles. C.in C., Meditn. to arrange 
with F.O.C.N.A. to provide two 
Destroyers of 15th Flotilla as escorts 
for group sailing 19th May. A.C.N.S 
(A) 1818/14t&)
Manager of STEAUA R0MANA requests that 
in event of war with Italy following 
tankers flying Roumanian flag on run 
from Marseilles Tripoli should be de
tained in or ordered to French Port. 
0LTENIA 19,800 tons, STEAUA R0MANA 700 
toms, CAMPINA 4000 tons, (N.A. Bucharest 
1933/14)
Report immediately if she has sailed 
(D.C. for Prime Minister 0737/14 to 
B.C. Genoa) Scheduled to sail 15/5 
(Edmond, Genoa 1900/14)
The Allied Fleet is proceeding to sea 
A.M. tomorrow' Kednesday May 15th. re
turning to Harbour the same evening.
(C. in C., Medtn. 1121/14 to E N.A. Rome)
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Escort for REX ?
Mediterranean. Contd. 
Reuters Correspondent hears
Italian Navy intend sending Escort for 
REX who sailed from New York Saturday 
May 11th Homeward bound. Report lacks 
confirmation (N.A.Rome 1213/13 to 
E.N.I.)

Officers and men on leave have been 
recalled. Reports from Genoa and Rome 
that certain Naval Reservists have been 
called up (Bl) (N.A. Rome 1934/14)
Naples reports much naval and military 
activity during past few days. (S.0.(l) 
Malta, 1357/14)

informed WARSPITE has now joined 
Mediterranean Station (D.N.I., 2012/14)

has apparently deteriorated during the 
last few days, and although it is not 
repitition not considered that war is 
likely to b reak out in the very near 
future a close watch should be kept on 
Italian shipping in order that plans 
for interception may be rapidly put 
into force. (D.O.D. (F) 2327/14)

Italian Preparations Report from Trieste (Bl) than Naval

WARSPITE My 1342/3 Italian Naval Attache today

Precautions The situation with regard to Italy

SALZBURG 1756 tons left Bandirma 11/5 (I&C. 
0451/40)

NORBURG (2392 tons) left Batavia 11/5 (i.C 
0451/14)
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352
East Indies

Precations against Italy Following received from Admiralty
Degins: Information has "been received 
that in the event of War Italian sub' 
je ts have been instructed to commit 
acts of sabotage on an extensive 
scale.
British authorities at Abadan are 
aware of the situation but in viewing 
as preventing blocking operations in 
Riyadh and in Rooka Channel by 
Italian ships, it has been decided 
that one sloop should for the present 
be stationed in the vicinity of 
Shatt-el-Arab.
Italian tankers PROMETEO. and 
ANTONIA* CA] CP lNILLE, are due at 
Abadan Kay 15th but should not be 
interfered with under the prevailing 
circumstances. Ends. Paragraph 2.
Have instructed H.L.I.S. INDUS now 
at entrance to Shatt-El-Arab to 
reinforce floating defences Inner 
Zone. S.N.o.Persian Gulf. 1015 Z/14 
to N.O.I.C. Basra.

SUPPLEMENT
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America & West Indies.
An unconfirmed report states that 
an unidentified destroyer on Sunday 
night stopped a tanker three miles 
off the Panama Pacific coast. 70 miles 
from the Capital. The destroyer either 
searched or refuelled from the tanker 
"beginning at 5 a.m. and continuing 
until it was dark. An American Army 
’plane is reported to have in
vestigated the incident, "but at present 
no official statement is available. ( 
(press)

CARADOC 1300/13 Parts 2 and 3.
Consider risk of air attacks in - 
sufficient to justify special supply cf 
fighters in view of situation at home.a 
Have asked Ministers of Venezuela and 
Colombia for their viev/s on the 
possibility of air raids by German 
pilots. Governor Jamaica has agreed 
to accept 200 German prisoners in one 
month’s time. Intended to meet 
Dutch requirements for patrol of 
Dutch islands as far as possible*
Do not intend to lock up any forces 
permanently.
Part 4. Approved exceot as regards 
DESPATCH vide lay 1250/i3th C in C., 
A.W.I. 1353/14 to Admiralty)
Your 1254/12 to 5th Sea Lord. Admlty* 
1333/11 re use of reserve Walrus at 
Bermuda, indicates the correct policy 
to be pWrsued, Until this can be 
implemented you must be sole judge of 
the use for I.R. aircraft on your 
station. Walrus crews are not 
immediately available. (5th S.L. to 
C. in C., A.W.I. 1155/14)
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Evacuation of 
Dutch Troops 
Cancelled

Demolitions

Casualties

15.5.40.
Wednesday.

SITUATION REPORT

Horne.

In view of possible air raids on Harwich 
the 3rd and 10th submarine Flotillas are 
to be transferred to Rosyth. The Dutch 
submarines will operate from Portsmouth.

Low Countries

Preparations were made to evacuate the 
Dutch troops during the night 14/15, and 
all available warships and certain merchant 
ships stood by to carry out the operation. 
Owing to the capitulation of the Dutch 
the evacuation was cancelled shortly after 
midni^it 14/5 and the ships left the coast 
before dawn 15/ 5*

The Naval demolitions at Amsterdam and Ymuiden 
were successfully carried out and the 
demolition parties have returned. All 3 
locKs at Ymuiden are destroyed and all channels 
are believed to be blocked. The Northern 
Breakwater at the Hook has been blown up.
Some of the party are still unaccounted for.
At Rotterdam the objectives were largely 
achieved.

With the exception of one at Flushing all 
our destroyers have left the coast of 
Holland. WINCHESTER was damaged this 
morning by a near miss. VALENTINE was hit 
by 2 bombs off Walcheren Island and had 
to be beached at Terneuzen, near Flushing. 
WIVERN was damaged off the Hook 14/5*
HUSSAR (mine-sweeper) was bombed and hit off 
Brown Ridge, but reached port safely.
5 magnetic mines have been exploded off the 
Dutch coast; the sweepers were continually 
attacked by aircraft.
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SITUATION REPORT

15.5.40.
7/edne sday.

Norway

CKROBRY (Polish transport 11,442 tons), on passage from Tjelsundet (south of Narvik) 
to Bodo with Irish guards was bombed by 4 
aircraft at midnight 14/15 May and set on fire. The escorting destroyers took off 
1000 survivors and landed them at Harstad . 
CHftOBRY has been abandoned.
SOMALI, who went to her assistance, was also bombed by 6 aircraft and damaged, her forepart being flooded. She is proceeding to Scapa at reduced speed, escorted by FOUDROYANT 
and CURLEW, the latter being on passage to the Mediterranean. GLORIOUS and FURIOUS sailed last night with aircraft for landing. Lord Cork hopes to operate their shore based 
aircraft 19/5* CLYDE, which has been operating in the Andalsnes area, left for 
Dundee today. FOUDROYANT is operating at Mo. 3 A/S trawlers were due at Tromsoe today to protect DEVONSHIRE. A special watch is being kept for fast German trawlers suitable for troop carrying, which may be ostensibly 
engaged in fishing.

Iceland

3,800 troops are on passage to Iceland.

Miscellaneous

Italian Naval and military activity has been
Preparations observed at Naples, and it is reported ' that Italian Naval Officers and ratingson leave have been recalled and that Naval Reservists have been called up. Certain sailings of Italian merchant ships have 

been suspended, other ships have been ordered to accelerate their voyages.

Mining Our aircraft laid 17 mines last night.
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SITUATION REPORT

Miscellaneous (contd.)
<357

DORIS (French submarine) which has been operating in the Texel area is overdue at Harwich from 1 2 / $ ,

BOREAS and BRILLIANT were in collision in the Thames Estuary and have proceeded to Sheerness.
SOMALI, HUSSAR, WINCHESTER, VERSATILE and WIVERN were damaged by air attack, and 
VALENTINE was extensively damaged and beached.

PaE■ Xi
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British Precautions.

Guards for 
shipping

In view of experience in Holland and Norway 
that German troops or stores arrive and 
remain concealed in Merchant ships arriving 
in ports it is necessary to place guards 
on board pending examination by customs 
and security police. Latter are few in 
number and military owing to other commit
ments cannot be spared for this duty.
Civil police which have been largely 
augmented since commencement of war would 
appear to be available for this duty.
Suggest that Home Office be approached as 
soon as possible with a view to adopting 
this procedure in East Coast ports. It is 
realised that this involves the policy of 
using civil forces on duties that might 
be described as military but in view of the 
present and possible future situation it is 
considered that this should be faced now.
The police force number thousands of able 
bodied men. (C. in C., Nore, to Adty. 1412/15)
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HOME COMMANDS 

— — ---------
Movements

(1 ) Having come to the conclusion that 
immediate action should be taken to transfer 
3rd and 10th Flotillas from Harwich in view 
of threat of enemy Air action intend to take 
action as follows forthwith

(a) Transfer CYCLOPS and 3r^ submarine 
Flotilla to Rosyth.
(b) Transfer JULES VERNE and 10th Submarine 
Flotilla to Dundee.
(c) Transfer CLYDE and SEVERN from Dundee 
to 6th Submarine Flotilla at Blyth.

(2) It is now intended to operate Dutch 
submarines from Portsmouth in the Southern 
Area of the North Sea.
(3) From the point of view of dispersion it 
may be desirable later to transfer some 
submarines from Blyth, Rosyth and/or Portsmouth 
to Invergordon. With this possibility in 
view and as one or more existing depot ships 
may be put out of action I would now like 
l.LAIDSTONE kept available in United Kingdom, 
though for the time being she could be used 
as a fleet repair ship. (V.A.S., 1831/15)*
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Helder
Surrendered

Ymuiden

Evacuation

ions - Dutch Coast - Kook of Holland

Do not come Kelder. Part 2 follows (VIVACIOUS 
to Capt. D.l, 0127/15). I was met by a 
gunboat outside and 3 Naval Officers in a 
tug. They state Helder has surrendered and 
all lights have been put on in town in 
order that Germans can march in, the few 
remaining soldiers have surrendered. Naval 
Officers state submarine(s) and torpedo 
(? boats) have left. Entrance to harbour 
has been mined and am returning to Brown 
Ridge rendezvous. (VIVACIOUS to Capt. D.l, 
0128/15).

KAVOCK’s 2339/14. Join HAVOCK off Ymuiden 
and evacuate as many Dutch as possible. 
Essential all ships are clear of coast 
before dawn. Further evacuation cancelled. 
(C. in C., Nore, 013&/15 to D.l). Cancel 
my OI36. (C. in C., Nore, 0153/15)*Close HAVOCK and evacuate any Dutch coming 
off in boats. Essential all ships are 
clear of coast before dawn. (C. in C., 
Nore, 0158/15 to D.l).

My 1703/14. Ships must be clear of 
Dutch coast by dawn, evacuation being 
abandoned if necessary to comply with this. 
(N.O.I.C., Dover, 0039/15 to D.19)
(D.C., 0057A5) to C. in C., Nore).Your 2204/14. If there are no Dutch troops 
to be evacuated or those there do not wish 
to be evacuated, abandon operation. (V.A. 
Dover, 0009/15 to D.19).Evacuation of Dutch forces will not now 
take place. Special air escort by fighter 
aircraft not now required. (D.C. 0131/15> 
to Air Ministry).
Evacuation of Dutch troops and lighters 
cancelled. Withdraw to Brown Ridge.
(C. in C., Nore, to D.l, 0120/15).Your 2251/14, evacuation of K.L.M. aircraft 
at Amsterdam, could not be complied with 
as it was not received until after KEITH 
had left Hook. (D.19> 1054/15 to Adty.).

(see Mining).

C.O. HAVOCK reports that he brought back 
part of naval and military demolition 
parties from Ymuiden, including Lieut. 
Hermans and Captain Keeble R.E. and Capt. 
Davis, having been heavily machine-gunned 
by Heinkels in the Harbour. Arrived in an

SUPPLEMENT exhausted.....
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Operations
Hook of Holland - Operation Harpodp^ .

Ymulden
Amsterdam

Flushing

Report on this operation by Major B.G.E. 
Mitchell, R.M. , in command. Force 
consisted of 100 men from Chatham Division. 
Embarked at Dover in VERITY and VENOMOUS 
p.m. 11/5, sailed at about 0015/12, arrived 
Hook, 0515/12. Withdravm, 1245/14, in 
MALCOLM, and arrived Dover at 2340 and 
Chatham at 0410/15. (Adjutant-General, R.M., No. F.F. 1947, dated 18/5/40).
All demolitions carried out. South Channel 
and Main Entrance blocked, but both might be 
passed by Light Craft in fine weather. i
(V.A. Dover 2022/15 to Adty.)
Two M.T.B.'s to be sent to Flushing to 
assist French (D.O.D.(H) 1220/15 to C-in-C Nore).

France
Dinant reported fallen. In Antwerp Area 
fortified zone now held entirely by Belgians, 
(Needham Mission 0722/15)

PRIN$ES| IRENE
Air.
Bombed by enemy a/c 1800-1900/15 (B. of
T. Form A.A.)

D u t c h  E a s t  
Indies

FOREIGN STATIONS
China
French Admiralty signal, for information, 
that good source states Japanese contemplate 
sending warships and disembarking in certain 
Dutch East Indies ports. It would be 
stated occupation temporary and in order to 
maintain status quo. Real intention would be 
to obtain control over exchange to stop 
essential trade being reserved entirely for 
Allies. Report states Japanese determined 
even to face American Navy. Japanese Govt, 
would make point of view known during meeting 
of Japanese Parliament and occupation could take place within eight days of Parliament 
meeting. Batavis not informed. (Liaison 
Officer, Saigon, 0070/15)
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Operations - Dutch Coast - Kook of Holland - Helaer

Demolition exhausted condition were not cross questioned
Successful but said that all demolitions went according
TContdTT to plan except for mining of Dutch men of

war to act as block ship, substitute was 
provided and all channels are believed to 
be blocked. Capt. Davis told C.O. HAVOCK 
that he had seen Commander Goodenough about 
2130/14 and he appeared satisfied that all 
demolitions were nearly complete.
(F.O., Harwich, 13 15/1 5 ).

Walcheren
Situation

Brown Ridge 
Rendezvous

Zeeland

CODRINGTON and GRIFFIN in company with 
British ships MAID OF ORLEANS, MONA'S QUEEN, 
returning to U.K. VIVACIOUS reports 
submarines and torpedoes have left Helder 
and she is proceeding to patrol Brown Ridge. 
HEREWARD and VENETIA have reinforced HAVOCK. 
(Capt. D.l, 0228/15 to C. in C., Nore).

Dutch Coast - General

The Dutch wireless broadcast that the 
Burgomaster of Rotterdam makes known on 
instructions of the German Command that no 
ship of whatever nationality may leave 
Rotterdam or the Nieuwe Watterweg. Any 
ship attempting to leave will be stopped 
by force. (2253/15» Press).

Admiral Nord informs me Germans making heavy 
attack on Walcheren and Beveland Islands. 
Situation there critical. VALENTINE 
reported wrecked. Am sending WOLSEY and 
WESTMINSTER. VIMISRA will follow when 
ammunitioned. (V.A. Dover, 1504/15).

On completion tonight's operation, 2 destroyers 
to be maintained vicinity of Brown Ridge 
until the situation becomes clearer.
(D.O.D.(H), 0002/15) JAGUAR and GRAFTON to 
proceed 0800 today to carry out A/S patrol 
south of Brown Ridge. (C. in C., Nore, 
0302/15). Fully authorised to withdraw at 
high speed if air attack becomes unpleasant.
(C. in C., Nore, 0846/15).

Morale Dutch troops in Zeeland broken. 
Unlikely they will offer further effective 
resistance. French are holding south 
Beveland Canal. Germans probably now 
advancing towards Korimingen. (Balfour

Hegwood......
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Operations - Dutch Coast - General.

Seeland Hegwood Mission, Middelburg, via H.M.S.
(Cont»d.) WHITLEY, 1340/15).

If high authorities wish to hold these 
islands to guard left flank then our 
battalion from north and any other reinforce
ments very desirable. But if this position 
only a hold, one more now would only 
embarrass future difficulty of rearguard 
action. General Durand agrees. Uruiningen 
situation clear and enemy pressure not 
increasing. A/A batteries are invaluable 
to relieve destroyers. (Balfour, to War 
Office, 1900/15).

Walcheren to 
be Defended Ref. previous telegram and telephone 

conversation today, Captain Cazalet and 
Captain Angerford (corrupt group). General 
Winkelman has given orders to Admiral Van 
Der Stad to continue resistance in Zeeland. 
At Conference at Middleburg between 0015 
hours and 0039 hours Admiral Van Der Stad, 
Admiral Platon, General Durand present, it 
was decided to defend Islands of Walcheren 
and Beveland at all costs. General 
Deslaurens continuing to land his troops in 
South Beveland. Germans are in touch with 
Dutch positions East of Rilland. No contact 
made so far with Gerimns in Tholen Area.
From Balfour, Second Li^t. O8OO/1 5. ends. 
(Balfour-Heywood Mission, Middleburg, via 
H.M.S. VALENTINE, 0830/15).

WEGA Consul General Amsterdam landed at Ramsgate
today wed. reports that important confidential- 
documents are in Dutch ship WEGA which has 
not arrived in Downs. (V.A. Dover, 2301/15)*

Operations Lvster - DF -SF

Come to immediate notice by 0800 tomorrow, 
Thursday. (Com. Gannons - Williams, to 
FLORENTINO, TRANSEAS, PACIFICO, BORODINO, 
ATLANTIC GUIDE, 1539/15).
Orders for Operation DF and EF are being 
sent to you now. Should the 6th M/S Flotilla 
be instructed to take part in these operation 
they are to be issued with these orders before 
sailing (D.O.D.(H) 1927/15 to F.O.I.C. Harwich)
Your 1539/15 ordering ships to come to immediate notice tomorrow, will be carried out. 
(FLORENTINO, 1741/15 to Adty.).
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HOLE COMMANDS

OPERATIONS

0.23

BRINIO

MEDUSA

T.B. a.6.

SUMATRA

Dutch Navy
Admiral Burster, Dutch Chief of Naval 
Staff, is now at Dunkerque with some 
10 officers of Dutch Navy. Admiral 
Nord intends sending them to Dover 
in Drench destroyer tomorrow morning. 
(B.N.L.O. Dunlcerque, 1135/15)
Dutch submarine 0.23 near South Ball 
Buoy in Q.Z.S. 60 course 270°

— VENOMOUS, 0340/15) Passed Dungeness 
westwards at 1215 unescorted (V.A. 
Dover, 1229/15)
Dutch armoured gunboat BRINIO expects 
to arrive Shipwash 1330/15 to be 
met and escorted into Harwich. (C. in 
C., More, 0434/15) N.O.I.C. Harwich 
0851/15)
Dutch warship with 3 submarines passed 
through the Downs for Portsmouth at 
0545 speed about 9 knots. (N.O.I.C. 
Ramsgate, 0630/15)
Dutch minelayer accompanied by 2 others 
in position 023° VXY/Y 22 steering 270°

— ^(VENOMOUS, 1900/15)
Arrived Sheemess 1456/15 (C. in 0., 
Nore, 1017/15,1649/15)
Cruiser to be sailed for Ssithead as 
soon as degaussed. (D.O.D.lH) 1715/15)

position Y/est Hinder L.V. speed 12
T.3.Z.8. & Del -OK

■> knots (VENOMOUS, 1301/15)
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OPERATIONS

Ostend Evacuees.

Zeebrugge

Belgian Coast J
Six Belgian steamers capacity 700 to 
800 passengers now in Ostend. Ships 
not degaussed. 1200 British refugees aw| 
await transport. (G.H.;u. to War Office 
0025/15)
L.H.L.Q. Marcean reports 1300/15, two 
mail steamers will leave Ostend at 
1900 today with 800 British refugees.
As mines may "be encountered consider 
some from of escort desirable. (D.S.O. 
1615/15 to C. in C., Bore)
Extra LL trawlers are not being sent 
now. Pour LL Trawlers will be kept 
available at Harwich to relieve your 
present on s if this is necessary. If 
position at Zeebrugge becomes un
tenable retire on Dover. (D.H.S.. 1807/ 
15 to Comdr. Peterson, Zeebrugge)
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OPERATIONS ■£

Norway- Narvik.
PROTECTOR

Sufrh'ee .

Operation
Bishop

ACP.ITY

TRUANT

Destroyers

/ / A  3&p

SOl'ALI Bomhed

No Precarious

Ny 2013/10 Essential that PROTECTOR 
should sail immediately. D.O.(d )h
C in C., H.P’s 1010/12 Admiralty v/ill 
assume responsibility for provision of 
oilers, colliers, ammunition carriers, 
naval and victualling store ships for 
Narvik area. (D. of P. 1325/15)
Personnel to arrive Glasgow for 
embarkation in HANELA p.m. 17/5 
(R.A.N.A.S., • 1702/15) Cash for MANELA 
(D.N.A.D. 1925/15)
To sail for Harstad, escorted by 2 
A/S trawlers detailed by .a.C.O.S. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1739/15)-
Submarine TRUANT to sail for Harstad 
0930/16. (S.2, 1732/15)
Capt. (D) 9 has assumed duty of S.O. 
Destroyers in Narvik area, (D.9,1523/15
Request COVENTRY will provide -VA 
protection as unobtrusively as possible 
to puffer embarking troops at Arkenes 
for passage to Harstad tonight (P.O. 
Narvik, to C.S.,20 1817/15)
Losj oen-Eo-Bodo /
Bombed at 2230/14 in No area. Road is 
very exposed in many places and has 
already been reconnoitred by enemy 
aircraft. Doubt whether supply by 
this route is practicable and supply by 
sea is uncertain and hazardous. Por 
these reasons I consider that to con
tinue to hold Mo is militarily unsound 
as long as German air superiority con
tinues. At same time aerodrome is 
important and withdrawal will greatly 
depress Norwegians. Area can be held 
if supply by sea can be assumed but 
guns and heavy N/guns are required. 
(Capt. (D) 6, 0744/15)

SUPPLEMENT
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Iceland-Operation Alabaster.
Prom War Office. Alabaster exoects to 
arrive about 1400/17. Accommodation 
required for 180 Officers, 3628 other 
ranks. Porce will be ready to operate 
actively if required. (D.O.D. (k) 
2033/15 to Pork)
Admiralty 1955/14 Escort for A.B. 2. 
will be available after return of 
Alabaster. Balance of 50 troops can 
if necessary be accommodated in 
escorting destroyers, but cannot 
emergency accommodation be provided 
for this small number in the ships of 
the convoy.
Norway- Convoys.
2nd Prench Ligh^Division now at Clyde i 
to proceed Brest as soon as possible. 
Sailings for convoys F.R.I., P.R.2.,
P.R.3., (D.O.D. (HJ 2031/15;
Plan for re-embarking Deuxieme 
Division de Chasseurs (BID Greenock 
2308/15)
Route (C. in C., Rosyth,1840)
Previous instructions cancelled.
BELFORT is to proceed to Clyde at 
once, route via Minches (C. in C.,
H.P. 1947/15)
Submarines
German aircraft sighted some of our 
submarines off Dutch coast before 
sunrise this morning (V.A (s) 0941/15 
to submarines on patrol)
Submarines in submarine sanctuaries mus 
never be bombed. Submarines may be 
tombed anywhere else in North Sea 
except in such areas as are restricted 
.by signal from H.g.C.C. (H.^.C.C. 1410/ 
15)
0600/16 (V..-.S. 1844/15
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French Submarines

SUNFISH
TAKU

Submarines Contd.
;6/

Your 1831/15 Concur generally. French 
submarines should not, however, be 
based on an/. undefended port and 
should for preference go to Rosyth* 
(D.O.D (H) 2349/15 to V.A.S)
Patrol report 4/5 to 9/5 (Y.A.S.,1756/lJ
Patrol report 5/5 to 13/5 On 8/5, 1715 
position LI.B.R.U., attacked 2 transports 
screeened by 2 torpedo boats and at 
least 2 aircraft. Fired 10 torpedoes 
Heard 3 explosions before depth 
charging cont.enced. Hunted for 5g- 
hours, no apparent damage. One 
transport certainly sunk (S.2,1114/15)
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OPERATIONS
' Op eration >̂ uixote-Cuttiiy; of Cables.

Orders for operation Quixote, to cut 
simultaneously and as soon as 
possible the following cables in about 
03° 20'E., or as near this longitude 
as you consider advisable.
(a) LIundesly- Horderney 
(bj Bacton - Borkum Ho 1
(c) Bacton - Borkum Ho 2
(d) Bacton - Borkum Ho 3
(e) Lowestoft- Hordegmey
(f) Lowestoft - Borkum

6 U/S trawlers from Yarmouth to be 
used. Can be assumed that the enemy 
will detect and locate the le ks in
they are cut so that air escort as
the cable to nec.rest mile as soon as
well as suitable surface escort will
be essential. (D.A/S.W., 2055/15 to C 
in C., Ho re., )
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Air.

British Air Activity.

Skuas with Blenheim escort leave Hatston 
1100/15 to bomb objectives at Bergen. 
(A.C.O.S. 0950/15). Returned owing to fog. 
(A.G.O.S. 1345/15).

Raids in Germany.

Enemy M .T.B* s .

Enemy Air Activity. 
WINCHESTER

SPEEDWELL. 
VERSATILE

Unknown ship.

EUGENIA
? 3 3.
(£>. 0. .)

Bomber Command are undertaking heavy attacks 
of important objectives within Germany tonight 
in consequence of which retaliation is likely.
You should be prepared in all respects against 
this eventuality. (Air Ministry to all home 
commands, 2300/15) (D.C., 0045/16).
8 gun fighters not to be employed against 
M.T.B’s, their role being the destruction of 
enemy bombers. Such air support as is practi- 
able against this form of attack will be under
taken by A/C of Coastal Command. (Air Min., 
1945/15).

I

Bombed 170 C.P.T.S. 25. (WINCHESTER 0440/15).
3 attacks, 1 dynamo, 1 air pump out of action, 
port turbine fuel fractured, position 188° 
C.P.T.S. 26 course 235° (WINCHESTER, 0574/15).
No. 2 oil tank leaking (WINCHESTER, 0648/15).
Bombed 068 OPS 60 (SPEEDWELL, 0920/15).
VERSATILE bombed off Dutch coast yesterday,
7 dead, 13 wounded. Ship has arrived Sheerness. 
(Adty. to B.N.L.O Marceau, 2011/14).
Damaged steering gear, forced to enter Zeebrugge. 
(N. Foreland Radio, 1220/15). Bomber first 
missed us, already damaged this morning, passing 
Zeebrugge bound for Ostend. (N. Foreland Radio, 
1256/15).
Receiving continuous bombing from German aero
plane (N. Foreland Radio, 1627/15). Bombed 
outside Zeebrugge (N. Foreland Radio 1641/15, 
1724/15). Distress call cleared (Portishead 
Radio 0217/16).
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Air (Contd.).

VALENTINE

WIVERN

Hit by tv/o bombs and aground near Terneuzen.
One boiler exploded. No officers killed. 
Probably 20 men killed and some other casualties. 
Understood ship cannot be salved. All C.^'s 
and secret matter destroyed. C.O. intends to 
destroy guns, etc. (V.A. Dover, 1813/15).So . ■
Damaged by bomb splinters above water line. 
Wardroom wrecked. Ship can steam. Request 
shere she can be received. (V.A. Dover, 1202/15).

SOMALI

CHfcOBRY
HUSSAR

BOTHNIA

TETI

Bombed at 2330/14 in Mo area (Capt. D.6 0744/15). 
CURLEW to join her and escort to Scapa. (C-in-C., 
H.P. 1236/15). Flooded forward to 30 bulkhead 
also "A” shell room and pom-pom magazine. 
Maintaining 12 knots, but bad weather might 
cause further Hooding. French destroyer 
FOUDROYANT escorting. Minor casualties to 5

l o * , , ' w  * •Bombed and abandoned see Situation Report.
Has 3 killed, 10 wounded (dangerously 2 seriously) 
HUSSAR will require tug. (S.O. 4th M/S Flotilla, 
1423/15, C-in-C., Nore, 1817/15).
Swedish, 1948 tons. Swedish report says bombed 
by A/C of unknown nationality on 12/5. Crew 
landed at Aarhus after being picked up by German 
minesweeper.
Greek, 2747 tons, arrived Gravesend with damage 
to forepart from a bomb. (D.S. 15/5).

FOSCOLO Italian,3059 tons, reported 1245 GMT from Ostend
Radio bombed, attacked, sinking. Immediate 
assistance. No position given. (N. Foreland 
Radio, no T.0.0/15) (Ostend Radio, 1346/15).

SS.PANAGHIOTIS.THEonotfos Asking permission to enter Zeebrugge, having 
COUMANTAROS/ been bombed by German aeroplanes. Captain

Fafoutakis. (Intercept, addressed Ostend, from 
A.C.O.S. no T.0.0/15).
Intercept from EUGENIA, 2034/15, reported 

THEOj>otfGS COUMANTAROS left Flushing p.m. after having
sustained many air raids. At 0500/p.m. (?1700) 
German A/C bombed and machine-gunned 3 times, 
considerable damage to hull and machinary.
Crew unhurt so far. Trying to refuge at Ostend. 
(N. Foreland Radio, 2156/15).

VILLE DE BRUGES 

BRABO

Belgian 13,869 tons, believed to be a total loss 
(left Antwerp 14/5). Probably bombed (D.S.15/5).
Belgian 3699 tons, twice bombed near Zeebrugge, 
steering gear damaged. (D.S. 15/5).
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Enemy mines.

British Mines.
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HOME COMMANDS.
Mining.

4 trawlers to be held ready to sail 
1158/15 to C-in-C., Nore).

(D.M.S.

Completed (S.O. 4th M/S.P. 1420/15).

1 mine exploded by skid in Shambles area (P.0. 
I/C Portland 1620/15). 7 mines encountered,
off mouth of Tyne (P.O.I.C. Tyne, 2110/15).

i$■ftlU.D/S- to carry out F.D.i-rS-. (V.A.S 1248/15).

by 5 destroyers night 15/6 (R.A.(S) 1733/15). 
Positions where actually laid (R.A.(S),1002/16) .

Following from D.19, Hook of Holland. Magnetic 
mines were dropped in positions 280° 6 cables and 
276° 4 cables from G.P. OCC. High Light at 
2300/14. (V.A., Dover, 1221/15).
Customs Grangemouth have passed mining report 
from Master of 3.3. DUNMOIR referring to period 
0300 to 0515/10/5 off Flushing. 3 enemy A/C 
over Sordijn Gap flew on line between 51o26,40"N., 
3°33' 30UE and 51°24-pN, 3°28^'E., dropped about 
8 mines. Parachutes and splashes seen. (C-in-C., 
Rosyth 1617/15).
Requesting air co-operation for Operations CBX,2 
and CBX,3 (Admty 1538/15). Co£cfet position CBX,3 
on a general line 258° extending for 15 miles fran 
a position 258°Scheveningen Light seven miles. 
(D.M.S. 1646/15). INTREPID to carry out operation 
C3X.2 (INTREPID, 1816/15).
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Convoys
sighted.

Certainly sunk by TAKU 8/5 (S2 1114/15).
SUiTFISH sighted escorted southbound convoys 
57 ° 58' N , 10°08’E and 57°54’N 10°10'E 4/5 both 
out of range; 9/5 made unsuccessful attack on es
corted convoy 57°57'N, 10°42’E course 290° 
(V.A.(S) 1756/15).

Suspicious 
motor boat.

VENOMOUS chasing fast motor boat on westerly 
course in QZs6&£e. No reply to challenge 
(VENOMOUS 0320/15).

EMDEN German cruiser, lying since 12/4 alongside 
VIPPETANGBRY GGEN at Oslo. There are bomb 
dumps on Gronli quays and ammunition in sheds 
on Utsikker (A.2). (Stockholm, 1831/15).
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HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping. p ,

^ / 4
At Portland is causing serious delay to move
ments of ships. (F.O.I.C., Portland 1920/15).
to be closed. Skeleton staff to be retained at 
Kirkwall, Deal, Weymouth. (Press).
Management transferred from Rotterdam to Batavia. 
Sailings to Europe postponed. Atlantic,
Pacific sailings maintained (Press, Singapore, 
1723/15).
Ships proceeding independently Northbound through 
the Irish Sea should be routed West of a line 
joining positions 270° Smalls 12 miles, 270° 
Skerries 12 miles, 54° OO’N. 05° 03'W, 54°30'N, 
05°10'W, and 55°00'N. 05°27’W. Southbound 
shipping and convoys are routed to the Eastward 
of this line, and when between the latitudes of 
the Skerries and the Emails keep within a zone 
joining positions 270° Skerries 12 miles, 270° 
Skerries 5 miles, 270°Smalls 5 miles and 270° 
Smalls 12 miles. (D.T.D. 1710/15).

Miscellaneous

Shortage of military S/L's. (C. in C., Rosyth
115V15).

1754/14• Gulf of Bothnia porous ice in the 
Skerries and in shore heavy ice at sea preventing navigation. Lulea not expected to be open before the end of May but much 
depends on wind. Reliability unassessed. 
(A.N.A. Stockholm, 1232/15)*

Special Message in Dutch from Hilversum. 
Tonight at midnight Dutch time will be placed on same footing as German time. Therefore all watches and clocks at midnight must be advanced one hour and forty minutes (1.40) 
(Hilversum, 2140/15)*
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HOME COMMANDS

Weather.

Wind Weather Visibility
North Sea 
N. of 55° N. V/. moderate, 

fresh locally.
Showers. Mainly good.

S. of 55° N. Light, variable. Fine to cloudy. Mainly good, 
moderate in 
coastal haze

Horns Reef. E. light to
moderate.

Cloudy. Mainly good 
except for 
haze.

Channel. Generally N., 
light.

Cloudy. Good.

W. Approaches. N.W. light. Fine to Cloudy. Good.
Coast of Norway. S.E. to 3«, 

moderate, fresh 
locally.

Rain, fog patches 
in South, cloudy 
in North.

Moderate to 
poor in fog.



ELGIN

SOMALI
BRILLIANT
BOREAS

War Diary 15/5/1940
Wednesday.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

3 7  eH/S Trawler damaged. Fortnight re
quired for repairs (F.O. Humber 1229/:
Bombed and damaged, see Air.
In collision yesterday and are now 
at Sheemess (V.A. Dover 1304/15) 
BOREAS hull damaged above and below 
waterline forward. BRILLIANT hull 
damaged 132/152. Starboard propeller 
and starboard A frame prabably damaged 
BRILLIANT also due for refit. Both 
ships require docking. (C. in C.,
Lore, 1519/15)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

Coast .o f Portugal*5 A .M.C's for
Liy 1809/14. The 5 A.u.C’s will cone
under your orders. Concert with 
Admiral Afrique as to their employment 
in area covered "by your commands.
Admiral OjAest should be kept informed 
of your dispositions and will co- j
operate with his natrol forces. (1st 
S.L 0053/15) to F.O.C.N.A)
F.O.n.N.A) issue early preliminary 
instructions to A.M.C's pending final 
decision arrived at after consultation 
with Admiral Afrique. DERBYSHIRE and 
CHESHIRE have sailed. Para 1 of my 
1809/14 is not intatled to restrict 
watch to Vigo and Lisbon (D.O.D.(P) 
1515/15 to F.O.C.N.A)
CHESHIRE canjailsk 0500 today, DERBYSHIRE 
can sail 1030 today. (V.A.N.P.,) 0230/15

french, following provisional patrols 
are established.
A.E. bfet'veen parallels 038° 30' North 
042° 30* North and Meridian 010°30*
A.F. between parallels 041° 45* North 
044°00* North and Meridian 014° 00*West 
nd 015°00* West.
A.H. betv/een parallels 039° 25 North 
041° 31* North and Meridians 014° 00* 
West and 015° 00* West.
AJ between parallels 037° 00' North 
039° 10* North and Meridian 014° 00* 
West and 015° 00* West.
A.K. between position 036° 30* North 
014° 00* West and position 034°30*
North 011° 30* West.
Assume patrols as follows; C/8RINTHIA, 
A.K., DERBYSHIRE,A.E., CHESHIRE,A.H., 
PATROCLUS, A.J., ASTURIAS,A.E., Report 
expected time of arrival on patrol.
Para (ii) Ships on patrol A.E. are to 
steam Northward during darkness. North 
bound French Convoy may be met within 
area A.E.
Para (iii) Object to intercept and 
capture Italian shipping endeavouring 
to reach Lisbon and Vigo if 
hostilities commence against Italy.
Para (iv) Information regarding French 
co-operation and disposition of forces 
will be passed by signal. (F.O.C.N.A., 
1822/15)

Patrol Areas 624 Para (i) Pending agreement with

.Vest and 011° 00‘West.
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Portugese Trade
North Atlantic, Gontd.
Ny 1300/14 Can get all Portex Line
to carry cargo "between Portugal and U.K. 
if owners assured that ships sent U,K. 
will "be permitted to "bring return 
cargo to Portugal. Details (N.C.30,

fishing from Las Palmas received in 
structicns to complete with oil fuel 
embark all depot stores and return to 
Italy. (N.C.S.O., Las Palmas,1735/15)
South Atlantic

quired at Cape as escort for US 3 in 
South Atlantic. Sail her accordingly 
(AC.N.S (a ) 1354/15 to C in C., S.A.,
r .a .s .a .d )
To prolong stay at Lagos and provide 
N/S protection for troop transport 
arriving about 29/5 (C. in C., 3.A. 
1642/15)
Belgian training ship, arrived at 
Lobito 13/5 (S.O.I. Capetown 1208/15/
Mediterranean

Mediterranean additional depth charges 
and ammunition including 2800 rounds 
of 4.7" H.E.T.F. for destroyer guns 
any quantities of this ammunition not 
yet despatched in accordance with my 
1645/22/4 are to remain (D.T.S.D., 
1740/15)
Routeing of naval mails via Italy has 
been tenroorarily suspended. (Hd of 
M., 1902/14)

that from now onwards Italian merchant 
vessels will be escorted, REX in 
particular has been mentioned. While 
legally it would be correct to stop 
senior ship of escort to ascertain 
nature of cargoes and details of 
passengers, it is at the present moment 
of the very greatest importance that we 
should avoid any incident with Italy 
that might result in war. Our whole 
policy is directed to ensuring that if 
war should come it shall be clear 
beyond all doubt that it is Italy who 
has forced it on us. For these reasons

Italian Move.
Lisbon, 1200/15)
Known fact the 4 Italian trawlers

CUMBERLAND Your 2302/14 CUMBERLAND will be re-

Concentration My 0102/14 Ships will take out to

Policy Unconfirmed report, graded C.3, states
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FOREIGN STATIONS

_-editerranean Contd.
no attempt is to be made to interfere 
with.Italian escorts or escorted 
vessels. (D. of P., 0003/15, to C. 
in C.f lied., F.O.C.N.A., C. in C.,
E.I., and S.O.R.E.S.)

Adratica Line has suspended sailings 
to Istanbul. (D.N.I., to A.H.A., 
Istanbul, 1834/15)
Japanese ship with enemy cargo, 
cancelling Admiralty 115C/24/4 re 
interception (DE\VD 1327/15 to C. in 
C., Med.,)

enquiry at ministry of Marine today 
N.A. informed reservists called up 
were only those ratings required for 
special training in various branches 
which was a matter f routine. (N.A.

to the Mediterranean without defciy, 
ZULU, SIKH, ISIS, IMOGEN, and 
INGLEFIF.LT) will not proceed. ILEX is 
to defer boiler cleaning and be sailed 
so as to be ready to join destroyers 
leaving Plymouth p.m. 17/5. Captain 
D.7. is to detail two destroyers from 
JANUS, JAGUAR and JUNO, which should 
be ready to sail from Plymouth 17/5. 
Names to Le reported. Captain D.7. 
should embark in one himself. (D.O.D. 
(K) 1818/15)
Admiralty 1818/14 Y/ISHART and WRESTLER 
to arrive Marseilles 1600/lS (rE.O. 
Gibraltar 1250/C/15.)

Group 1. KINGSTON, KHARTOUM, KANDAHAR 
NUBIAN, HYPERION, HOSTILE, HASTY, 
leave Plymouth 16/5.
Group 2. AUCKLAND, FLAMINGO, EGRET, 
leave Plymouth lc/5.
Group 3. CARLISLE, KIMBERLEY, MOHAEH, 

at#/. RD, HERO, ILEX, JANUS, 
JUNO, IMPEi:IAL. leave Plymouth pm /l7 
or as soon as ready.

Istanbul Sailings Asking if can confirm Italian

Italian Reservists My telegram No 1934 May 14th. On

Rome, 1304/15)
Destroyer Concentration As it is essential to get destroyers

Reinforcements Programme for Sailing



War D i a r y

CONTE DI SAVOIA

ANTENOR

^CARLISLE

CURLEW

Aircraft Lines

D.W.I. Aircraft 
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NOREIGN STATIONS

15.5.1940
Wednesday.

Nediterranean Gontd.
All groups proceed Gibraltar at best 
speed (C. in C., Med., issue orders 
for onward sailing from Gibraltar
D. O.D. (H) 1951/15)

y At request of C. in C., Nore CARLISLE 
has been made available to proceed 
to Mediterranean and has been ordered 
to proceed to Plymouth (C. in C., H*F, 
1200/15)
Sailed 13/5 according to usual routine 
for Naples and is due to return here 
and sails for New York (Mr. Edmonds 
Genoa, NO 46 14/5)
Need not remain in Mediterranean in 
event of v/ar with Italy (Admiralty 
1559/14, C. in C., Med. 1140/15)
To proceed to Mediterranean (C. in 
C., H.F. 1200/15)
Required to go to Mediterranean at 
once and cannot be relieved f-̂ of about 
10 days. Can you do without an A/A 
carrier in meantime? (C. in C.'* H.F. 
1117/14 to R.A. (A)
Efficient look out service for 
parachute mines is most important 
both at Alexandria and Suez Canal.
Steps are to be taken in case 
magnetic miBsweepers do not arrive
E. Mediterranean in time. (D.M.3. 
1318/15)
8 being flown to Egypt. (D.M.S. 1806/15)

SS. SUSAN reports entrance to Fiume Harbour 
closed 13th May by two lines of netting 
held afloat by Can buoys from end of 
breakwater to Mole opposite. No 
defences on brekwater. Another report 
states Italian authorities at Iagosta 
reported a mine broken adrift; this 
mine was found off Korcula by Yuog-slavj 
authorities. Both reports assessed 
A. one. (S.O.I. Malta, 1147/15)



MOST SECRET.

War Ejary.
15.5.1940. 
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Medlterranean

Cable Cutting. My 1827 of 19/4, and 1545 of
Action to be taken In Western 
Mediterranean should be In order of 
importance, first Malaga-South 
America, Malaga-Azores, and Malaga- 
Llsbon to westward of Strait, and 
second Malaga-Rome and Malaga- 
Barcelona to eastward of Malaga. 
Cutting of barceiona-Rome would be 
undertaken by French. Sub-paras.(a) 
(b) and (c) of para. 322 should be 
disregarded (Hd. of M. 1550/15 to
F.O.C.N.A., C.In C. Med.).

26/4, and para. 322 of M.00697/39.
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FOREIGN STATION

East Indies
RORQUAL arrived Suez (S.B.N.O., Suez 
Canal 1017/15) Left 1738 (S.N.N.O.
Suez Canal 1758/15)
-our 1304/13. M r  escort similar to 
U.S.2 can he provided. No not pro
pose to carry out Gulf of Suez patrol 
unless you consider absolutely 
essential (H.Q.R.A.F. Mid. East 0955 Z/ 
15 to C. in C., E.I.)
My 1620//15 LEANDER is to proceed 
Colombo forthwith. (Anstra.tion N.B.
16212/15)
America A West Indies
Asking for confirmation of Press re
ports that German ships at Tam icc$ 
preparing to sail (D.D.I.C., 2227/15) China
Doubled in last 48 hours. General 
air of activity. (C.O.I.S. Singapore 
04332/15)
Australia
Admiralty 1338/15 Assume you will recall 
H.M.A.S. SYDNEY A.C.N.B. are advising 
route and position of R.Y. with 
SHROPSHIRE in accordance with my 

/ 0951Z/8 LEANDER is being instructed 
to proceed to Colombo (Australian N.B. 
1620Z/15) Admiralty concur (D.O.B. (F) 
2009/15)

Route R.V. with SHROPSHIRE (A.C.N.B. 
17452/15. D.O.D. (P) 1338/15)

(p. 3l l)
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Mediterranean
SALZBURG Arrived Braila (iiacrae, Galatz, 1656/15J

China
SOPHIE RICKMERS (7033 tons) Reported in Press that she

attempted to scuttle herself at 
Sabang hut was put ashore, and can 
probably be salvaged.
South Atlantic

War Diary

GERIahl I'lERCHAUT SHIPS

MONTEVIDEO 
WHEDHUK '

Remains under Guard (C. in C., S.A 
0901/15)



15.5.1940. 
Wednesday.

War Diary

ROEK

0645

0700

1110

U- BOAT CAMPAIGN & LINING
Shirs -attacked.
British, (1041 tons) sunk "by magnetic 
mine in River Maas near Rotterdam 12/5 
Crew repatriated. (D.S. 15/5)
Submarines Reported
Sighted by S./T. LEYS 56° 26'N 2° 30'W 

-^(cff Tay) '
60° 22'N, 02° 00*W Steering 300° (C.3) 
(F.O.C.O.S., 0857/15)
Suspicious trail bubbles JSHI 3716 
(Aircraft 224 Squadron., 1110/15)
Estimated Dispositions
1- in W. Approaches
1- W of Shetlands
1- Off Firth of Tay (D.D.I.C., 1310/15)
Submarine Firth of Tay now reported as 

"^friendly (D.D.I.C.,) (1706/15)>
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SITUATION REPORT

Low Countrie s

Mines were laid off the Dutch coast last 
night by 5 ships under the direction of Capt, 
D. 20.

1,500 British refugees arrived at Dover 
at 2030/16 from Ostend, after being delayed 
there by severe enemy air attacks.
Three Belgian mail steamers with refugees, 
mostly British, from Ostend, anchored off 
the North Goodwin light vessel, awaiting 
passage to Folkestone.

The master of the Dutch ship BODE\GRAVEN 
reported that the Ymuiden entrance is closed 
by four blockships.

WOLSEY, VIMIERA and WHITLEY are providing 
A.A. protection off Dunkirk to the Allied 
left wing.

Dutch Navy The following ships have now arrived in 
British waters: 2 cruisers, 1 destroyer, 
3 T.B.'s, 3 M/L's, 1 M/S, 1 M/L, 9 S/Ms 
1 armoured gunboat.

Flag Officer, Narvik, has transferred -td 
his flag and staff to the shore at Karstad. 
H.M. submarine TRUANT sailed from Rosyth 
at 0930/16 for the Tromso area.
PROTECTOR, netlayer, left the Narvik area 
for the United Kingdom at 1400/16.
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SITUATION REPORT

Energy Air Activity
Little enemy air activity over the North
Sea. The meteorological flight took place 
early in the morning in the direction of 
the Shetlands. A number of aircraft were 
reported in the Northern North Sea during 
the afternoon apparently heading in the dir
ection of Stavanger.
Intense activity was again reported over 
Belgium and France. Ostend was bombed in 
the morning and Lille in the afternoon by a 
large force of aircraft. Troop transport 
activity was again reported between 
Oldenburg, Oslo, Stavanger and Trondheim.
The destroyers FOUDROYANT (French) and 
SOMALI (British) were bombed on their way 
to the United Kingdom by six aircraft 
at 0245/16.
O.A. 149, outward-bound convoy, was attacked 
by enemy aircraft at 2245/16 off the 
Royal Sovereign light vessel.

The usual patrols were flown, also additional 
searches to intercept any M.T.B.s approaching 
the British Isles.
Bergen was raided by 9 Skuas and the oil 
tanks set on fire. All our aircraft returnea.

Mediterranean
Ships bound for the United Kingdom from 
west coast of India and Persian Gulf are to 
be routed via the Cape. No British or 
Norwegian nerchant vessels are to be sailed 
eastbound from Gibraltar or westbound from 
Port Said, Alexandria, Haifa or Cyprus for 
the present.
Seven destroyers and two sloops left 
Plymouth for" the Mediterranean. A third 
group, consisting of one anti-aircrait 
cruiser, one sloop and nine destroyers, 
is to follow p.m. 17/5*

British Air Activity
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SITUATION REPORT

South Atlantic
Enemy mines have been laid off Cape 
Agulhas (South Africa). Likely that an 
armed merchant raider may be abroad in 
the South Atlantic or Indian Ocean. The 
British ship SCIENTIST, which left Durban 
27/4-, is overdue at Freetown, where she 
should have arrived on 10/5*
Convoy U.S.3> consisting of seven ships, 
escorted by AUSTRALIA and CAKERRA, has been 
diverted to the Cape, and should arrive 
there about 25/5* SHROPSHIRE left Simons- 
town 16/5 to meet U.S.3 as additional 
escort. LEANDER, which was with this 
convoy, has been detached and is proceeding 
to Colombo, and SYDNEY has been ordered to 
return to gGhfcfePit;. Col0 ^ 0

Casualties WESTMINSTER, destroyer, which was in 
collision with a wreck in Dunkirk west 
approach channel at 2200/1 5 ? was towed 
Dunkirk at 04-30/16 and dry-docked.
No casualties.

into

The French submarine DORIS is overdue 
and must be considered lost.
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HOME COMMANDS
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■/ Precautions

Parkeyton Quay. Asking for increase 
(F.O.I.C., Harwich 1110/16).

Proposed to allocate some guns of damaged 
ships likely to be in Chatham Yard for over 
one month temporarily to best local 
advantage either on shore or in ships of 
Thames Local Defence Flotilla. Adty. 
approval requested. (C. in C., Nore, 
1307/ 16 ).

Owing to Probability of Air Attack have 
dispersed destroyers between Humber, Harwich 
and Sheerness. 2nd C.*S. have poor E.A. 
armament and at Sheemess are exposed to 
M.T.B. attack. I should therefore like to 
keep them at Portsmouth or Spithead for the 
present, intend sailing them p.m. today.
(C. in C., Nore, 1030/16).

Approval requested to mount one 2 pdr. 
pom-pom Mark II converted on Southend Pier 
for protection of convoy anchorage.
(C. in C., Nore, 1311/16).

Urging evacuation of children etc. at 
early date. (V.A. Dover, 1344/16).

Adty. 2032/14. Air Min. averse to flying 
balloons at Dover unless absolutely necessary 
because of interference with fighter activities 
our own bombers returning from action in 
France, and R.D.F. at Dover, but in certain 
circumstances these disabilities might have 
to be accepted. Reconnaissance to be made 
of Dover to decide on deployment. (Air 
Min., 1310/l6).

GALATEA,
ARETHUSA

To be retained in the Portsmouth area 
for the present. (D.C.N.S.).
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HOLE COMMANDS

Operations - Operation D.F. - E.F

Test to LYdT&g 0800 hours/17/ 5.
(D.O.D.(H) 0918/ 16 , to War Office).
Request you will detail destroyer as 
S.O's ship of Forces D.F. and E.F.
Report name of destroyer and place of 
embarkation. (D.O.D.(H) to C. in C. Nore, 
0919/16). Times etc., (D.O.D.(H) 0931/16).
F.O. D.R. and staff arrive Sheerness 
1100/16. (Cdr. Garnons-Williams , 0932/3-6).

be sailed to R.V. with Forces D and E at 
North Goodwin at 1800/16. (D.O.D. (H) to 
C. in C., Nore, 0933/3-6).

Time or arrival 01 Force E to be 
0715/17 (D.O.D.(H) 0934/16 to C. in C., 
Nore).
Air Min. informed (D.O.D.(H) 0936/16). 
Requesting A/S escort (D.O.D.(H) 0937/1 
to C. in C., Nore).
Adty. 0919* VEGA detailed, place of 
embarkation Sheerness (C. in C., Nore, 
0945/16).

Operation XD - Dutch Coast

56 Chatham personnel and several officers 
of XD parties have returned here. Work 
admirably done. (C. in C., Nore, 1301/16).
Their Lordships congratulate the officers and 
men of parties A and B in operation XD on 
the skill and determination displayed and 
on the successful results which attended their 
efforts under such difficult and confusing 
conditions. (D.O.D.(H) 2038/16).
Master Dutch vessel BODEKGRAVEN reports 
Ymuiden entrances closed by blockships 
NAALDWUK, JAN Î RT1 RZCEy* CO*EN and one 
trawler. (C.C.db., Falmouth, 1555/3-6).

Request available ships of 6th M/S Flotilla

Forces to Sail Sail Forces D and E for Operation D.F. and

j
Sailing Cancelled Cancel my 0918/3-6. Force not sailing

for the present (D.C. to War Office 
1135/16, 1134/16.
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Operations - Belgian Coast 390

WHITSHED To proceed to Ostend with despatch and
bring as many British refugees to Dover 
as possible and report situation Ostend. 
(V.A., Dover, 0948/16). Aa& protection 
from 1100 today requested (V.A., Dover, 
1032/ 16 ).
Following received from WHITSHED, 
presumably from British Minister in 
Brussels. For Foreign Office. French 
Ambassador end I arrived at Cstend mid-day 
16/5 with his staff. Am staying at 
Imperial Hotel to which telegrams should 
be addressed, but have no cypher. Regret 
British refugees could not be evacuated 
this morning. Ship subjected to repeated 
bombardments by enemy aircraft. They 
also did some damage in the Embassy.
French Ambassador and I may be visiting 
Brussels to-morrow. (V.A. Dover, 1725/ 16 )
WHITSHED requests immediate fighter 
protection Ostend. (V.A., Dover, 15 H / 16 ]

Additional refugee ships will be leaving 
Ostend to-day. Request if possible air 
protection until further notice. (D.C., 
to Air Min., 1247/16).
3 fighter aircraft to proceed to Ostend to 
afford air protection to MONA'S QUEEN, 
four trawlers and possibly WHITSHED whilst 
they embark refugees (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 
1705/ 16 ).
4 Belgian Mail steamers 2 with refugees 
left Ostend at 1945 for Folkestone. 
Endeavour to intercept and cover them.
They are to anchor in safe position off 
North Goodwin Light Vessel till daylight. 
(N.O.I.C., Dover, 2210/16 to VERITY)

Refugee Ships Further to V.A. Dover's 1032/16.
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HOME COMMANDS
- - - - - - - - - - - - -  3 S I

Dutch Warships & Principal K.V's.

Sailed for Portsmouth 0810/16:- 
m/l 's n a u t i l u s, jap; v a n b r a k e l, t .b . rs 
Z5, Z8, G 1 3 , Yacht DE MOK (N.O.I.C., 
Ramsgate, 0905/16)•
Arrived M/L WILLEM VAN DER ZAAN, Submarines 
0.%9, O.IO, 0.23, 0.24, Tug BV 5 (C. in C., 
Portsmouth, O92o/l6).

Armed Tug AMSTERDAM and Naval Trawlers 
V.45, V.42, sailed to Spithead at 0515/1& 
(N.O.I.C. Ramsgate 0750/16).

Request consider their allocation to 
Thames Local Defence Flotilla for defence 
of A/B Boom (C. in C., Nore, 1146/16).

Request from Dutch Naval Attache for 
ammunition from Dutch warships now at 
Portsmouth for Dutch gunboat FLORES,
C/o Vice-Admiral, Dover, for Admiral,
Nord, Dunkirk. (D.N.L.O., 1334/16, to 
C. in C., Portsmouth).

HEEMSKERCK,. ISAAC SWEE1WR3, JAN VAN GELDER, 
and submarines 0.1 3 , 0.21 and 0.22 can now 
be inspected by Adty. technical officers. 
(C. in C., Portsmouth, 1653/16).
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)perations - Narvik Area.

On completion of netlaying in Iceland, 
GUARDIAN to proceed to Harstad to lay nets 
as required by R.A. Narvik. (D.B.D., 1547/ 16 ).

My flag and staff transferred to shore at 
Harstad. (F.O. Narvik, 1830/ 16 ).

Your 1422/13. Have trawlers beensent to 
Harstad, as Skjel Fiord is closed as a base 
headquarters. Nearest ship is in Ofot Fiord. 
Craft are being.taken up in Harstad for five 
drifter crews. (F.O., Narvik, 1818/ 16 ).

Adty. 0058/14. The prohibition in Northern 
Norway of all water transport except under 
a system of licences by military authorities 
would probably be effective. Norwegians, 
however, very dependent on water transport 
for all supplies. Prphibition would have to 
be enforced by local steamer taken up and 
preferably manned by British Navy with few 
Norwegian ratings on board. But vessels couLd 
not deal with s ubnarines and would lack speed. 
If any Hunt class vessels available that 
could work with aircraft they might be of 
use to support patrol. Question of limiting 
traffic is now being considered. (F.O., Narvik 
0019/16).

F.O. Narvik1s 1634/8. Consider_second 
Oerlikon gun essential in auxiliary craft 
under present conditions. Request 19 guns 
and ammunition be sent together with spare 
barrels for all guns and A/A ratings if 
available. (R.A. Narvik, 1801/16).

Left Rosyth 0930 proceeding on surface to 
Harstad. (R.A.S., 1014/16).
Intend TRUANT on arrival shall operate with 
Norwegian submarines B.l and B.3 from Vardo 
from about 21/5» Norwegian C. in C. proposes 
B .6 should return to operate with this force. 
Request instructions if Admiralty concur. 
(F.0.C.1 C.S., 2242/16).

Your 1957/15, requesting whereabouts.
MATABELE at Harstad, ROYAL ULSTERMAN unknown. 
(F.O., Narvik to C. in C., H.F., 0047/16).
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arriving in 
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Shortage of 
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Thursday.

Operations - Narvik Area.

My 1855/13* Owing to delay in thaw, Canal 
is not expected to be open before 20/ 5* 
Expected that news of vessels passing into 
the Canal from the Baltic will be received 
in Adty. about 48 hours after the event. 
(D.N.I., 1546/16, to F.O., Narvik, etc.).

H.M.S. DEVONSHIRE Enemy Air Report of 1200/16.
—^Observer in ENTERPRISE considers aircraft 
were troop carriers. After circling Tromso 
they finally proceeded south. Local 
Authorities state they were traced from 
Andenes to Tromso and thence back to 
Lodaingen and have no information of landing 
of troops Air Route and local Authorities 
identify as Heinkel Ill's (C.S.l 2103/16).

My 18}.7/15* Movement from Ankenes to Karstad 
begins between 0800 and 1000 this morning. 
French hope to advance to north shore of 
Romlaks in 24 hours and ask co-operation of 
destroyer patrol in watching north bank and 
preventing use of railway route by enemy.
(F.0. Narvik, 0043/16 to F.O.C. 20 C.S.). I

I am not asking for reinforcements but 
point out my force has much water to contro 
under increasing enemy consolidated pressure. 
Reduction from 10 to 6 destroyers renders it 
difficult to provide submarine escorts for 
extra N.E.S. duties eg. DEVONSHIRE.
Would welcome 2 additional A/S escort ships. 
FLEETWOOD has been much shaken up by near 
misses and should be relieved. After meet
ing pressing commitments in next few days 
propose sailing AURORA for U.K. observing 
her B turret is out of action but I can only 
spare AURORA if force is otherwise kept 
intact. ^ENTERPRISE needs a change she has 
withstood much bombing and has little 
to resist it with. She needs superficial 
repairs. If no older ship with good 
A/A armament is available suggest EMERALD 
might relieve her. In 6 days time we should 
have our own aircraft available when position 
will no doubt improve. I am seeking to 
avoid repetition of the CHfcOBRY incident by 
sending ship by long route to Bodo avoiding 
Tjeldsunde from which I suspect departures 
are communicated to enemy. Am taking steps 
to stop this. 4 planes appeared to be 
awaiting CrftOBRY convoy. I dismiss any idea 
of giving enemy easy success by taking 
incident too seriously. Another battalion

is being....
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3 f# 4Operations - Narvik Area.

Shortage of is being prepared for Bodo while Irish
Ships ?Contd.) Guards refit and plan decided upon goes

forward. (F.O., Narvik, 0033/16).

Operations - Submarines.

CASi0BIANCA Heavily depth charged during last 2 days in
(French) area by motor torpedo boats and trawlers

with asdics. Have been sighted on surface. 
Continued energy patrol, unable to charge. 
Proceeding M.B.N.D. 44 14 to charge and await 
instructions. (CASAZBIANCA 2325/ 16 ).

SEAWOLF

3rd and 10th 
s/M "Flotillas-'

To leave patrol 17/5* Orders (Capt. (S)3 
1017/16).

V.A.(S) will assume operational control 
from l600 today. (V.A.S. 120 1/ 16 ).

Posit ions 0600/17 (D.C. 2115/16, A.S. 1911/16). 
2 117 /16



W a r  Di a r y 16.5.40.Thursday.
HOME COMMANDS

3 9 5

Air.

British Air Activity

Jersey Airport Jersey air port now beirig used by F.A.A.
Adty . therefore responsible for local 
protection against- parachutists and air
borne land troops. Suggestions. (Air Min. 
2240/16).

Air searches tomorrow, Friday. (C. in C., 
Rosyth, 2230/16).

certain F.A.A. T.3.R. squadrons under 
Coastal Command. Arrangements completed 
for reception of 821, 823 and 825 Squadrons 
at North Coates, Detling and Thomey Island 
respectively. (Air Min., 1940/16).

Intend to carry out this operation with 
6 Swordfish, ofV823 Sqdn. Short title, 
Operation S OTT^. Aircraft will leave 
Hatston at 2230 tomorrow Friday or on firs 
following day on which weather conditions 
appear suitable. (A.C.O.S., 1846/16).

of area between parallels 59 and 6l N., 
meridians 01 to 03 W., to report and_ 
attack enemy surface vessels attempting 
to raid Shetlands. (H.Q., C.C., 1900/16).

(A.C.O.S. 1000/16). Attack successful. 
(Hatston, 1542/16).

Squadrons movea Air Min. signal X.68, 14/5, re placing

Operation Adty. letter M/OD 1145/40 of 25/4/40.

F.A.A. Fighters My 1733/12, 806 Sqdn. and Roc Flights of
800 and 80 to cease operations, was the 
decision of the War Cabinet. Until further 
instructions are issued F.A.A. fighters 
at Hatston should only be used in emergency. 
(D.N.A.D., 1346/16).

Reconnaissance. To be undertaken ch ily at dusk from 17/5

Attack on 
Bergen

9 Skuas leave Hatston 1100/16 to bomb objectives 
in Bergen. Escort by Blenheims not requiredin Bergen.

Sullorn Voe 
Aerodrome

Could be in use two months after work started 
(A.C.O.S. 1140/16).
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HOLE COMMANDS
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Air.

British Air Activity. (Conta.)

Attack on 
Stavanyer

8 Hudsons from Coastal Command attacked 
Stavanger aerodrome night of 16-17/5*
Reported hits on hangar, which was partially 
demolished, and slipway. (D.C.N.S.).

then white circle with blue circle outside 
are being painted on the underside of both 
lower wings of all British fighter aircraft. 
F.A.A. aircraft are to conform as soon as 
practicable. Roundels to be as large as 
possible but clear of aileron hinges and 
ailerons. (Hd. of Air Branch, 172 5/ 1 6 ).

sites around Parkeston Quay by at least six 
referred for remarks. (D. of L.D., to Air 
Min., 1751/16).
From May 1 7 , a barrage balloon will be 
flown at Aberporth, Cardigan, during 
daylight hours only. (Air Min., 1812/16).

leave port. Fighters required (Air Min. 
reed. 1005/ 16 ).

Greek (see 15/5)* Intercept 1300 to M.T 
to Port Captain, Seebrugge, ship»s 
condition now very critical, heavy list, 
sinking slowly, request assistance 
(N. Foreland Radio, 1417/16).

No details received (D.C.N.S., 256, I.C., 
0453/40). Attacked by 6 Junkers 87 dive 
bombers from astern, which released bombs 
at low altitude. (Capt. D(6) 0245/16).

Aircraft Markings Ref: C.A.F.O. 4021/39? roundels red centre

Balloon Sites Harwich request to increase balloon barrage

Ener.y Air Activity

Cstenc Being bombed, ship with refugees cannot

FOUDROYADT
SOMALI

On leaving Narvik for U.K., attacked 
and bombed by enemy aircraft at 0245/16.



VAR LI ARY

PINKVOOD

FULHAM 111

Enemy Air Activity 
PR IRS - Ai IRENE

EMMA owedish.

KIN93BURY.

HOME COMMANDS.
Operations 

Narvik Area.

16. 5.40. 
Thursday

397I am satisfied that enemy landing 
at Kirksnes would meet with sufficient 
resistance to enable me to intervene, 
even if I were at Tromso when I heard 
the news. If enemy landing in force 
is contemplated consider it would be 
made much further to westward. 
Porsanger Fjord likely. This would 
deny to us use of only aerodrome at 
present suitable for Hurricanes and 
is defended by only 30 troops. For 
examination of landing places and also 
for A/o screening destroyers are 
essential; two seriously required.
(F. 0. Narvik 2230/16).

Operation C.R.X.2
Report o'f operation by INTREPID on 16/5 
(M.09689/40,

A I R .
British 2466 tons. Bombed and machine-
gunned at 2240 at 50°42’N. 00°42' E. Damaged by M.0.bullets. No casualties. 
(I.D. Form A. A. )
British 1594 tons. Machine-gunned at 
2240 three miles 3.7. of Royal Sovereign 
L. V. No damage. (I.D. Form A. A.)

Dutch. Report on effect of bomb 
explosion and passage to Hull.
(I.D. Form A/3, I.D. ^327).
Bombed 0540/16 4 miles ’Vest of 
"andelaar L/V. ’To damage. (I. D. ̂ orm A. A.)
British 4896 tons. Machine-gunned by a/c. 
1020/16. One killed and 3 injured. Ship 
damaged, but remained seaworthy ond 
proceeded. (Shipping Casualties 
165603).
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Air.

Energy Air Activity (Contd.)

Trornso DEVONSHIRE and ENTERPRISE reported activity
by enemy aircraft believed to be troop 
carriers in the vicinity of Tromso, but no 
evidence of any attempts to land troops. 
Aircraft in question may have been Heinkel
Ill's. (I.C., 0453/40).

to sink off Ymuiden at 2215 B.S.T. on Tues. 
May 14. (S.O., 3rd M.T.B. Flot., 0902/16).

2135 G.M.T., KINGSBURY being machine-gunned 
off Royal Sovereign, (via Portishead Radio, 
2137/16).

OA 149 (Outward convoy). Am being attac 
by enemy aircraft in position 300 R.S.8. 
(GLADIOLUS, 2246/16).

area. (Portsmouth W/T, 2246/16).

cmJL ?  k* ~ i* s*1 •

Bombed 1132/16,Aanchored in Hoi anchorage, 
Tjeldsundet, 68.33.2 N., 16.25.3 E. Damaged. 
(See 17/5 and Supplementary Diary), also uix\

German Seaplane 
Destroyed

1 German seaplane believed to be a Dornier 
was brought down by M.T.B. 24 and observed

Portsmou th An air raid is imminent in the Portsmouth



Bergen
Attacked

RESOLUTION

Air-British Air Activity
Nine Skuas of 806 Sqdn. left Hatston 1100/16 
to attack Bergen. No warship or transport 
found, and Squadron was led to secondary 
objective, fuel tanks at Skaalevik (Knarven). 
Hits obtained and two tanks set on fire, 
emitting heavy black smoke, seeing this, 
remaining aircraft diverted their attack 
to completing,destruction of two remaining 
tanks at Florgaaspynt and two petrol tanks 
at Strudshaven, both targets being 
destroyed. Though partially surprised, 
enemy appeared more on the alert than 
formerly, and fire, though inaccurate and 
badly controlled, was prompt. He continued i 
to fire a form of barrage for some time 
after aircraft had withdrawn. Squadron 
led by Lieut-Com. C.L.G. Evans, R.N. All 
aircraft returned Hatston at 1450.
(M. 010365AO)

Enemy Air Activity
Attacked by enemy aircraft, believed 4 
Heinkel 111 * s when anchored in Hoi anchorage 
Tjeldsundet in position 68033'2" N. , l6°25f 
3” E., Aircraft approached down sun, and 
not observed until after bombs had been 
dropped, About 50 bombs dropped within a 
few minutes. One hit 4? ft from the ship’s 
side passing through quarter deck. 
Casualties, 27 injured, 1 killed and 1 died 
of wounds. Estimated height of aircraft
15,000 feet. Bomb pierced upper deck and 
main deck into armature store below, 
through the deck of the armature store and 
then struck the sloping protective deck, 
made up of two 40-pound plates of high 
tensible steel. Bomb apparently burst on 
hitting sloping deck at a distance of 
-17 feet from the position of entry.
Fires started, and damaged compartments 
were flooded and closed down for fire to 
die out. Temporary repairs made by ship’s 
staff. C. in C., states (29/5/40) these 
give adequate support to side armour and 
ship is now perfectly seaworthy. (Report 
of Attack, M. 010719/40)
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Operation B.S.5

Mines Laid

Operation C.B.X.

Aalesund Area

Mines Exploded

Ostend

HOLE COMMANDS
------------ :----------------------  4  (iff
Mining.

Initial laying position 52:56 N., 2:56 E. 
Minelayers PRINCESS VICTORIA and J ships of 
20th D.F., to be carried out on 18/5 or 
as soon after as practicable. (D.O.D. (M) 
1403/16).

British mines have been laid in approx, 
position 52:42 N., 04:10 E. (D.D.O.D.(M) 
0625/ 16 ).

2 Owing to observation by enemy aircraft
during approach, centre field has been laid 
286° l6 miles approx, down initial position 
ordered. (INTREPID, 0436/16).

PORPOISE has laid mines in the Aalesund 
area. (D.C.N.S., 255)•

Two magnetic mines have been exploded in 
the Humber area and one was trawled at 
Margate. (D.C.N.S.).

WHITSHED reports Channel and harbour 
magnetic mined but sefept. (V.A. Dover, 
1445/16).
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Home Commands

Trav/lin Area

Downs Traffic

BOTHNIA

Suspicious Wishing 
Vessels

VifIVEiIT Commended

Port B.

Transport

SEALIGN

Shine ing 4 0  i
Additional area available for trawling(b) a line 

56° 10*11bounded by (a) Lat. 55° co N joining St. Abbs Head and Lat ao- iu a* long 2° 03*V/ (c) western edge of declared 
mined area (Admiralty 2019/16)
In the event of traffic in the Downs 
being stopped for any cause, particularly 
enemy mining all Guard ships and a.II. Ships 
will fly the international Signal IL 
(You should remain where you are) No 
ship is to get under weigh while t.is 
signal is flying unless definite 
instructions to do so are given by a 
Boarding Officer. (D.T.D., 1648/16;
Beport received by Swedish Lloyd that 
BOTHNIA arrived last night at Hiel.
Captain and 10 men who left in a lifeboat 
are on board* all well. (h._̂ .S., intercept 
motala, 2150/16)
Sighted by Italian S.S. BAKBANxfc- in aporox. 50® N 11*̂  (0.C.t>.0 -Falmouth
1550/16)
Hiscellaneous
In returning Y/IVERN to you to have her 
honourable scars made good I am re
turning a ship whose officers and Ship's 
company have in adversity displayed mo
rale of the highest quality. (V.A., Dover l 
to C. in C., Portsmouth, 1550/16;
First line of net defence is now being 
laid (No I/C Port B 2210/16)
Enemy Intelligence
(Attacked by CLYDE 14/5) Nothing further 
seen, left patrol off StadfcLandet (CLYDE 
0352/16) !
Patrol report 4th to 9th hay., On 6th 
Nay, on Skaw-Oslo rout, fired six 
torpedoes at two southbound II.V's, one 
of which believed REICHENFELS. Seven 
minutes later torpedo detonated, 40 
seconds later second torpedo detonated, 
third torpedo heard to detonate some time 
later. Convoy subsequently observed in 
disorder apparently stopped. Slight list 
on one transport. Much Indiscriminate 
depth charging. Nay 7 to 9, nothing 
seen except patrols. (V.^.S., 1831/16)



War Diary 16.5.1940
Thursday

HOME COLuIANDS

I

5 Transports
Enemy Intelligence Contd. 402
5 Large transports reported at 1948 in 
position 051°“44* North 002° 40* Eastcourse 250 speed 15 knots. Patrol in 
vicinity North Goodv/in Nalls Bank to 
intercept. (V.A. Dover, 2510/16)
KEITH, VERITY,VENOMOUS]
North Atlantic

ASTURIAS, PAT..0CLUS, Prodeed direct to patrol area, cancelling
CARINTHIA, CHESHIjU, my 0002/16 (C. in C., W.A. 1035/16)
DERBYSHIRE.
Drench Positions 1300/16 (D.C. 0200/16)
Capture of Danish 
Ships

\x

Your 1530/16 it can he arranged that 
ships are captured hy Drench patrol and 
sent to Gibraltar. Request you inform 
me of details of ships and times of 
sailing (P.O.C.N.A. 2336/16 to Admiralty)
Your 2017 request instructions regarding 
Polish and other allied ships. (B.O.C.K.A. 
1116/166)
No British and Norwegian Merchant ships 
to he sailed Easthound from Gibraltar at 
present.

0500 Weather
AREA WIND VISIBILITY OUTLOOK
North Sea E or S.E. 

Moderate 
or fresh

Moderate or 
Good

Similar

Channel 
(East)

Variable, 
Light.

Poor Wind becoming ’ 
Visibility im
proving.

Channel
(West)

II.N.W.
Dresh

Good Similar

Horns Reef 
S . No m a y

E . S . E.
Dresh or 
Strong.

Good Similar

W. Coast 
No rway

S. Moderate 
or Dresh

Good Similar

Dutch
Coast E. Dresh Moderate 

or good
Wind becoming 
variable
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

16.5.19UO.
Thursday

■vTiiCiiESTER Destroyer, 0200/16, off Dunkirk,
struck on wreck, was towed "back 
on May 20 and beached Portsmouth. (M. oi33l6/i+0)



War Diary

CASUALTIES A2ID DEFECTS
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Thursday

H/S damaged by mine (F.O. I/C Harwich 
0654/16)
Defects as result of d/c's 8/5 (S2 
1217/IS)
Damaged in collision with wreck in 
Dunkirk W. Approach Channel. Forward 
boiler room flooded, port propeller 
shaft damaged, W/T out of action.
Towed to Dunkirk by tug 0430/16 and 
dry docked (B.IT.L.O. Dunkirk 1020/16) 

s.s
S-S. IS«IHt02X^f Making water fast listing heavily of.f

goui.blrr;:0S A Zeebrugge (H. Foreland Radio 0934/l6y.
Crew 36. many 7/., 4 refugees (̂ Scapa W/T 
0525/16)

PEKELOPE Arrived with ACASTA, ESCORT and tug
BAHDIT (F.O. Greenock 2303/161

EShlLO Y/ork on ESKIMO held up until receipt of
onygen, acetyline, etc., (VIHDICTIVE, 
1100/16)

HUSSAR 

TAIUJ

WE5THIIYSTER

jtocia' ;«a i**--e-el-l-iflion with wreck off 
14*nkirk west approach channel. Ifo 
casualties.— (Y... M . L. 0., Dunkirk lOSO/l-G-j

Sr* . O-h-rlre. _

SOLLY LI If condition permits, to proceed
Liverpool with FOUDROYAITT in company 
CURLEW to part company at Cape Wrath and 
proceed Scapa (C. in C., 2224/16)
Position 2000 C.X.Y/.S. 1808 course 205 
11 knots. CURLEW and FOUDROYAITT in 
company. Damage has not increased and 
ship is steaming comfortable. Tug 
BRI.AKD not required so have ordered 
her to return to base. In view of her 
previous orders am now instructing 
CURLEY/ to proceed to Scapa also. (Capt. 
(D) 6 2150/16)
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French Patrols

Las Palmas,
Air bombs

Ocean Convoys etc 
Danish Ships.

DUNVEGAN CASTLE 

Italian Y/ar ships

Enemy Lines

Possible Raider

Depot Ship

GAINSBY

16.5.1940
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic (p*** l»I Hfê | L4-OZ
French patrol up to 40 miles off Spanish 
and Portugese Coast. French dragaur ELAN 
between 41° N and 41° 30*11., sdxrorr n/s 
COllAIMDANT^ DUBOC between 42° 30’N and 
315° from Corunna. -*±q CHEYAEUIL between 
315° from Corunna nd long 07° W. Auxiliary 
patrol vessel MEDOC and aircraft E of 07°w 
Patrol vessel CAPRICORNE on patrol off 
River TaguSI. Patrol vessel TEi6E-ITEUVE on 
patrol offEape St. Vincent. Patrol 
vessels BI£R)N and LAITA on patrol from 
Huelva to dadiz. (F.O.C.N.A., 2258/16 to 
A.M.C’s on patrol)
Known fact 25 tons of war explosives and 
250 aerial bombs of 250 kilos each landed 
here yesterday Y/ednesday* (N.C.S.O., Las 
Palmas, 1150/16)
Positions (D.C. 1355/16)
Re negotiations to capture them .just outside 
Lisbon. (N.C.S.O. Lisbon 1530/16)
South Atlantic
To act as escort to convoy S.L.32 Route 
C. in. C., S.A. 1221/16)
Requesting information of whereabouts of 
any Italian warships and submarines known to 
be outside mediterranean.(C. in C., 0857/16)
Enemy moored mines were found off Cape 
Aaulhas. 34° 50*S., 20° 00*E., on 15/5. (D.D.I.C., 2015/16)
It is likely that an armed merchant raider 
may be abroad in the South Atlantic or 
Indian Ocean. The British ship SCIENTIST, 
'which left Durban on 27/4, is overdue at Fret 
town, where she should have arrived on 10/5. 
(I.C., 0453/40)
Mediterranean
Reinforcements of Led. Sleet Destroyer 
Flotillas make presence of a destroyer 
depot ship at Alexandria very necessary.
C. in C., Led., 1813/16)
To sail for Med. as soon as possible 
instead of EGRET (D.0.D.,(H), 1536/16)
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POREIGN S TAT 10113

Llediterranean, Contd.
Italian -ine Layer

REX )
CONTE PI 5AV0IA )

learched Channels

Italy, Istanbul 
Sailings

Instructions to 
Shinning

CALEDON & CAPETOWN

RORQUAL

Shinning Diverted

Reinforcements

Cruiser not clearly identified hut 
probably TKRANTQ seen in inner Brindisi 
Harbour, 15/5. Loading mines (C.2) Net 
defence and boom vessel reported at 
entrance to harbour. (N.A., Rome, 1737/16)
Not to be interfered with. If they call 
voluntarily at C-ibraltaKto be allowed to 
proceed without examination. (D.O.D., (H) 
2120/16)
Admiralty 1857/3 It is not desired to 
establish any segret search channels for 
warships in Mediterranean until mine- 
sweeping force is increased. (C. in C.,
Med., 1425/16)
Admiralty 1334/15 report suspension of 
sailings to Istanbul by Adriatica Line 
no confirmation and at present no in
dication. (A.N.A., Istanbul, 1246/16)

/ 'zMy 0045/13. Instructions contained in first 
sentence are cancelled. Ships from West 
Coast of India and Persian Gulf bound 
through the Mediterranean are to be routed 
via Cape of Good Hope. (1st. S.L., 1622/ls)
At spa eastern Mediterranean positions 
unknown.
33° N 28° E to Malta (D.C. to B.N.L.O. 
Marceau 0731/16)
Until further orders no British or 
Norwegian merchant ships are to be sailed 
eastbound from Gibraltar; or Westbound from 
Port Said, Alexandria, Haifa or Cyprus. 
(A.C.N.S., 2016/16, 2017/16)
Your 1951/15. Intend to sail Group 1 
about 2000 and Group 2 less EGRET at 1630 
today Thursday. Probable date of com
pletion of EGRET cannot be stated at present 
1C. in C., W.A. 1243/16)
Air escort required jiff 2 destroyers 
escorting one battalion to epoark at Gib. 
in ORONSAY for Malta (D.O.D. (f) 1858/16 
to P.O.C.N.A)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

America & -vest Indies.

%

Asking for Air 
craft.

Convoy H X 45

DIOMEDE

Mischievous Reports

Convoy U.S. 5.

Mann in g Hew Shi os

Governor apprehensive of air raids or 
raids by sea by small parties of Germans 
from Venezuela. Recommend one flight 
fighter aircraft based Hato air port 
Curacoa. Request detachment A/A and S/L 
nov/ at Bermuda be sent here earliest 
opportunity (Y/illenstad 0156/16)
Sailed from Halifax 16 May (Canadian 3.01 
(l) Halifax 1325/16)
My 0222/12 Request date by which DIOMEDE is 
required at Halifax to escort troop trans
ports to Jamaica. (C. in C., A.7/.A., 1320/16)
China
Examples of reports made by ill-advised 
persons to cause uneasiness and compromise 
our position with third powers. Every 
effort should be made to trace and dis
credit such reports* (C. in C., China, to 
C.O.I.3., Singapore, 0205/16)
Australia
In view of possible holding up of X 5 and 
X 6 Cape Tov/n oxring Asiatic crew trouble 
suggest ORC.DES due Colombo homeward bound 
17th May and STRATHHAVER British due Aden 
homeward bound 17 May be diverted to Cape 
Town to replace X5 and X 6 for onward 
passage to U*K. Convoy due Cape Town 26th 
May. (Australian Commonwealth Naval Board 
to Admiralty 0901/16)
SHROPSHIRE and AUSTRALIA to escort convoy 
from rendezvous "A“ to Capetown and 
SHROPSHIRE and CUMBERLAND from Gapetown 
to Freetown (C. in C., S* Atlantic 0550/16)
Admiralty 1900/14. proposed to man new 
ships with Australians. Commonwealth Govt*, 
agree in principle to these proposals and 
request details be arranged btween Naval 
Control Service staff and Commonwealth 
Naval Board. C.N*B., are glad to get such 
satisfactory reports of Australian personnel 
and welcome opportunity for further co
operation in home water* (A.C.N.B., 0759/16)
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

STEINBERG

WILHELM A RIEBEMANN

RHEINLAND

REICHENBELS

RHAKOTIS

1319 G.T. ordered by W/T at 0552/16 to 
enquire at Southern Pilot Station, Great 
Belt. (I.C., 0452/40) Bor course through 
great Belt.
Tanker 10326 G.T. informed Tallin she 
would arrive 2200/16 (I.C., 0452/40)
2570 G.T. informed at 0953/15 her port 
of discharge was Lubeck. (I.C. 0452/40)
Submarine SEALION reports that on 6/5 she 
fired 6 topedoes at two southbound M.Vfs, 
one believed to be REICHEHBELS. 3
detonations heard and one transport 
observed to have a slight list. (D C II S)
America & West Indies
Reported (A.l) about to sail at 2300
G.L-.T. today 16/5 for Hamburg (G.O.L.,
Callas, 1429/16) sailed at 2350 G.M.T. 
cleared for Hamburg but probably sailing 
for Vladivostock with additional engineers 
other German ship at Callao. W/T instal
lation has been returned (S.O. (i) C^LLflO 
1859/16)
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U- BOAT CAMPAIGN & LINING 4 i  o

EAGA

0930

Estimated
Dispositions

2138

0930

1158

Ships Attacked

Swedish, mined or torpedoed to the west
ward of entrance to Skagerrak at 1500/16 
Four of crew lost, 12 rescued "by enemy 
submarine (D.C.N.S) Gothenburg, 1503/16)
Submarines Reported

By Aircraft 56° 5*N 28° 0*E (aircraft 
0930/16) (See Attacks)

1 in 56° 0 5 *N, 4° 28'E at 0930/16, co H
Possibly 1 patrolling north channel 
Possibly 1 in Approaches 
No further deductions oossible. (D.D.I.C. 
1352/16)

Submarines Attacked

By aircraft 53 48*11., 05.50*E off 
Terschelling, unsuccessful. (I.C., 0453/40,

By aircraft, 220 Sqdn., 56°5*N., 4° 2 8 *E., 
result not known. ’aircraft 0930/16 (I.C., 
0452/40)

By ATHENSTONE, 59.05* U . , 05.56*W., 320°
N. Pvona 4*. Presence of U/B doubtful. (I.C1

Air craft reported when off North Rona 
(Skye) 1600 she saw a destroyer circling 
round an extensive oil patch. The 
destroyer, ATHENSTONE, signalled that she 
considered the submarine was on the 
hotter: anc had been destroyed. (Donibristld 
1810/16)

The wreck of a Norwegian merchant ship in 
the above position has been attacked 3 
time$ previously in mistake for a U-Boat.



1. The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-
HOME COMMANDS 
(Classification 
by subjects)

Policy
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Movements
Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East indies
America and Y/est Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e .g . when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary; the dates given in brackets are those on 
which the series held by VVar Diary commences;-i

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(l September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot; (1 March 1941).

(e) paily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
“ Ministry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) pally Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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SITUATION REPORT
HOME 4 1 1

Mining.

New Cruisers

Flushing:

Casualties

Convey Attacked

Air Raid on 
Stavanger

Casualty

Mines are still being cut and detonated in the 
Tyne area, and also in the Yarmouth area and a 
magnetic mine in the Forth.
The Minefields in Dover Straits and off the 
East Coasts are to be strengthened. Operation 
R.M. was continued last night.
FIJI and BOIFJ^VEITTURE are now in commission.

.Demonstraff-ena by the Naval party under Condr. 
Cazelet commenced 1730/17.
Five refugee ships left Os tend 1600/17. There 
is no further new3 of them yet.

EFFINGHAM grounded at 1750/17 and was badly 
holed and is total loss. (p v<))
. UTABELE, which v/as with EFFINGHAM v/as also 
slightly damaged and returned to Harstad with 
COVENTRY and CAIRO, EFFINGHAM'S ship’s company 
and all military.

U,(sr
RESOLUTION hit by bomb^and slightly damaged.
3 Hudson aircraft carried out a bombing attack- 
on a convoy of 7 ships with destroyer escort 
at 0715/17, 10 miles Y/est of Lister. There v/ere 
several near misses, and one of the convoy was 
seen to be listing heavily and emitting steam. 
There was no opposition from enemy aircraft.
A successful air raid was carried out at 0145/17 
on Stavanger Aerodrome, one hanger and run ways 
being damaged.
W/T intercepts shov/ed that 2 groups of enemy air 
craft estimated to number 30 aircraft, v/ere 
operating off the Norwegian coast at 1900/17, 
flying towards Narvik.

The Troop convoy arrived at Rykjavik 1200/17. 
Disembarkation began at 1700.
GUARDIAN, laying nets on the coast grounded o 
an uncharted rock on the coast 16/5. She is st 
able to proceed, but will require to return to 
U.K. for immediate docking.
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Raider It is poasible that a raider is at large. On
2/5 SS CITY ON EXETER sighted a suspicious 
vessel, in the South Atlantic.
SS SCIENTIST is overdue; and mines v/ere found 
15/5 off Cape *-gulhas. The German wireless 
states (l8/5) that these mines were laid hy 
units of the German Navy.
It would have been possible for the ship 
sighted 2/5 to have sunk the SCIENTIST and 
also to have laid the mines off Cape Agulhas.
On 4/5 a tanker was sighted in the South 
Atlantic. The German tanker WINNETOU has 
been unreported since 9/5.

Italian Situation With small exceptions, Italian merchant
shipping programmes remain normal.. Loading 
of Italian tankers in Mexico continue according 
to programme. The REX, inward bound from 

t/o-yN gUV/ yoicL, did not call at Gibralter 17/5.
CONTE LI SAVOIA (48,502 tons) outward bound fo 
New York called voluntarily at Gibraltar, but 
was not subjected to control.
No more Eritish or Norwegian ships are being 
routed through the Mediterranean at present.
The civil populations of Aden and Gibraltar 
are to be evacuated forthwith.

Enemy Air Activity Activity by enemy aircraft in all areas was
less than normal today.
Transport aircraft v/ere busy throughout the 
day and reports were received shov/ing flights 
Jever/Stavanger, Trondheim/Oldenburg, with 
intermedie,te refuelling at -.alborg, and 
Aalborg/Uterson. At 1730, one aircraft 
announced that he had carried out his task and 
was flying to Gardermoen, the first instance 
in which an aircraft of this type has been 
reported landing in that area (Oslo).
Norwegian activity was very much less, althougl: 
messages from enemy aircraft may relate to a 
bombing incident in the Narvik area.
The meteorological flight was out as usual, the 
area of observation being the north central 
area of the North Sea, this activity was first 
heard at 0700 hours.
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Home Security
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Precautions

Nineteen neutral ships searched by Customs 
last night with quite satisfactory results. 
(F.O. Glasgow, to Adty. 1044/17).

In view of possibility of neutral ships 
entering Clyde with intention of sinking 
themselves in channel or landing troops, 
orders have been given for all such ships 
to be detained at examination anchorage and 
searched. Request that examination staff may be re-inforced forthwith for this 
purpose from contraband control service. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock to Adty. 1107/17).

D. of L.D. gave details of decisions made 
on l6th May by the Home Defence Executive. 
Demolitions etc. at mercantile ports were 
being arranged to render the ports unserviceable 
for seven days.(M.S.M.).

In view of enemy's destroyer and transport 
commitments in Norway, I doubt if destroyer 
attack in Nore Command is likely at present. 
GALATEA and ARETHUSA are boiler cleaning 
at Portland. If you need them North I am 
quite ready to surrender them until situation 
changes. a <7)«S.. {- />«»c/ e .
You will realise that cruiser support for our 
destroyers is an urgent need on any 
occasion when the enemy shows signs of 
making an attackw ith surface forces. (C. in 
C., Nore, 1324/17 to C. in C., H.F.).

Defence against parachute troops causing 
some concern. Request consideration to 
strengthening defences and to stationing 
reinforcements at Thurso. (A.C.O.S., 1750/17)*

Am improvising examination service at Lowestoft 
and have closed that harbour from sunset to 
sunrise to all ships unless they have permission 
from Commander M/S, Lowestoft. No lights 
will be shown in harbour at night.
(N.O.I.C., Yarmouth, 1640/17).

Repeating Air Min. 2240/16. Adty. consider 
responsibility pertains to Governor of 
Jersey with whom S.N. 0. Jersey should co
operate. (Kd. of A., 2317/17).
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GALATEA
ARETHUSA

Submarines

MAIDSTONE

MONTCALM
BRESTOIS
B0UL0N1TAIS

Your 1431/16. Approved to relieve CYCLOPS 
in 3rd Subraarine Flotilla. To be sailed 
for Rosyth as soon as escorts available. 
(D.O.D.(H) 0040/17).

French Cruiser MONTCALM with French Destroyers 
BRESTOIS and BOULONNAIS left Brest 1500 
16th May. (F.O.C.N.A., 1004/17).
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Operations - Dutch Coast

v Zeeland, Surrender. Followirig received Humber Radio:
S.O.S. To German General in Command, 
Netherlands. Dutch Troops have laid down 
their arms in Walcheren and North Beveland. 
Please stop bombardment of towns and villages, 
Commander, Zeeland. (F.O. Humber, 1950/17).

'Is'

Terschelling
Lightship

Force sailed

cv

Dutch request that crew of Terebelling 
Lightship should be Removed. Request you 
will arrange for this to be done by a 
submarine. (D.O.D.(H) to V.A.S., 1456/17).
L.23 detailed for this duty. (V.A.S., 1739/17)

Operations D.F. & E.F. Belgian Coast.

Force has sailed and expect to arrive 0830/18 
(Adty. to B.N.L.O. Marceau 1925/17? D.O.D.(H), 
1022/17).
Operations D.F. and E.F. are to proceed but 
blocking is not to take place without orders 
from Adty. (V.C.N.3. 1247/17 to VEGA).

F.O.D.E. and staff arrive Sheerness 1200/17 
(Com. Garnons-Williams, 1013/17)*
S.O.’s ship VEGA expects to leave Sheerness 
at 1300/17. Route to Ostend and Zeebrugge. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1030/17). Requesting A/S escort 
(D.O.D. (H) 103V17)-
Sail forces D and E. Time of arrivalof 
Force E to be 0830/18 (D.O.D.(H), 1035/17)*
Request available ships of 6th M.S. Flot. 
be sailed to R.V. with D and E at N. Goodwin 
at 2000/17. (D.O.D.(H) 1041/17).
F.O.D.E. has assumed command of Forces D and 
E in VEGA (F.O.D.E. 1401/17)*
Request you will detail 2 destroyers to take 
demolition parties with stores to Ostend 1
and Zeebrugge. (D.O.D.(H) 1914/17)*
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations
Belgian Coast - Operations D.F., E.F.

Operation
postponed

For Comdr. Peterson. Operation postponed. 
Keep approaches to Ostend and Zeebrugge 
clear as far as possible (D.O.D.(H) 2318/17 
to B.N. L.O. Dunkirk).
Anchor as convenient in swept channel.
(C. in C., Nore, to F. O.D.E., VEGA, 2046/17) 
Forces anchored in swept channel (F.O.D.E. 
2200/17)* Operation postponed and force 
returning to Sheerness. (D.C., 2221/17 to 
Air Min.)

Refugees • Of the 3^0,000 refugees the French wish 
to evacuate from Belgium 100,000 will be 
brought to Folkestone and Southampton 
and 200,000 to French west coast ports. 
Two railway steamers are already working 
from Zeebrugge and Ostend. (M.S.M.)
3 ships sailed with refugees (V.A.Dover,
1325)17)-

GRUNO

z.6, Z .7

Operations - Dutch Warships

Your 1146/16. Dutch authorities have 
agreed to GRUNO working under your orders 
for Thames Local Defence, but she should 
be degaussed before service. (D.O.D.(H) 
to C. in C., Nore, 1454/17).

Dutch T.B.'s Z .6 and Z.7 arrived.
(C. in C., Portsmouth, 1849/ 17). See^-^/g

List Particulars of Dutch Naval Forces in home 
waters. (D.N.I. 2120/17 to C. in C., H.F. )

Submarines Submarines of the Dutch Flotillas now 
forming at Portsmouth will shortly be 
operating in SDUthem part of North Sea. 
Instructions for escort and liaison 
(V.A.S., 1941/17). Surface vessel requires 
to escort them between Portsmouth and the 
Downs, etc. T.B.»s Z .6 and Z .8 are suitable
(V.A.S., 1839/17)-

Minesweepers Intend sailing Dutch minesweepers DIRKJE, 
CLAESJE, AMSTERDAM, BLOEMENDAAL, GMMERING 
for Portsmouth 0530/18. (N.O.I.C., Ramsgate, 
2140/17). Sailed toEOXSX Harwich to Spithead 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1053/1-7) •



War Diary

Swordfish
Refuelling
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HOME COLhAEDS

Norway- Narvik
Swordfish nay require refuelling landing 
ground near Porsanger or Veranger Fiords. 
Confirm that Banak available. Reports on 
this and military aerodrome near Nyborg re
quired urgently stating firm date when 
serviceable for Swordfish (Air kin. 1237/17)
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Operations - Dutch Warships

Dutch Minelayers arrived Dover 0835* T.B.I7 
sailed for Spithead with Z.6 from Ramsgate 
(V.A., Dover, 0852/17). /,/£..

Operation Quixote, Cutting of Cables.

Adty. 2055/15* Intend to carry out 
operation Quixote commencing at daylight 
Sunday 19/5* Air and destroyer protection 
(C. in C., Nore, 1644/17). Orders to 
PUFFIN’ and JACKAL (C. in C., Nore, 1714/17)

Norway - Narvik.

Spare barrels for Oerliken guns, twelve 
additional guns and A.A. rates asked for 
cannot be supplied at present (D.T.S.D. 
to F. 0. Narvik, 1256/17)*

*
Owing to heavy air attacks on ships in this 
area and congestion in harbour OLEANDER, 
CYPRIAN PRINCE and PIONEER of 1st part 
of N.S.3 and 7 ships of 2nd part are being 
kept at sea probably until fighter aircraft 
are available on 22/5 (f *0. Narvik, 2009/17)*
WALKER, FIRECDRAKE to escort MARINA,
DROMORE CASTLE, PEMBROKE COAST, GUNVOR MAjRSK 
to Harstad, arriving 0500/19* Remainder cf 
convoy remain within 50 miles to N.W. of 
71° N., 8° E. until otherwise ordered.
STORK, FLEETWOOD to meet you 19/5* (F*0., 
Narvik, 1453/17).

Your 1818/16. Trawlers have been ordered 
to proceed to Skjel Fiord, nearest safe 
anchorage to Bodo where they are required 
but it was considered inadvisable to send 
them direct to Bodo owing to possible 
developments. (D.O.D.(H) 1453/12 to F.O. 
Narv ik).

Proceed as necessary to anchor off Harstad 
1600/18 (F .0. Narvik, 1945/17)*
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Air Reconnaissance

Iron Ore

Norwegian Warships

EFFINGHAM
L-aT. E E L E grounded.

SUPPLEMENT
>33

RESOLUTION Bombed
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HOLE COMMANDS

OPERATIONS
Narvik
F.O. Narvik’s 0033/16 Capt. D.8 after 
experience in Narvik area suggests motor 
A/S "boats would have many advantages over 
trawlers or destroyers for e/S operations 
in inland waters Narvik area. Suggest this 
to release destroyers (C. in C., H.F. 1032/17 
Not possible, only 3 available and no depot 
shir). Fairmiles will be sent later if 
practicable, not available before July (D.A.S 
V. 2145/17)
Requested, to discover enemy aircraft at or 
using Rombalcen and Rombaks I’iord, and signs 
of movement south shores of Ronbaks I’iord etc 
Request bombing of targets in these areas 
particularly Sildvik Kundalen (F.O. Narvik, 
to R.A.A., 1731/17)
Rinistfy of Shipping anxious to send approc. 
one ship a week to Ilirkenes to load iron ore. 
One Finnish ship now available Petsamo for 
this purpose, liny Objection? (A.C.N.S., 
1822/17) Prize German ship DOED sailed from 
Ironso for Kirkenes to load ore, escort 
trawler ULLSWATER. (F.O.I.C.S., 2141/17)
List in NorthenNorwegian waters (D.I .1., 
1727/17 )
EFFINGHAM has touched rock and is holed.
(F.O. to C.3., 1951/17) Boiler room, Engine 
room and some magazines flooded, fear will 
become total loss. LATAEELL starboard A 
bracki 
otherwi*

'uie uuocix xuas. suaruoarc it 
ket damaged and spir/it room flooded, 
rwise sound. (P.O. to C.S. 2044/17)

COVENTRY, CAIRO and MATABELE returning to 
Harstaa with all military and EFFINGHAM’S 
ship’s company, leaving Capt. Howson in ECHO, 
trying to arrange to tow EFFINGHAM into deep 
water and sink her. (F.O. to C.S., 230’/17)
Can VINDICTIVE approach and be of use? If 
EFFINGHAM is as bad as you fear do not risk 
efficient ship to save her. Concentrate on 
getting troops ashore and crew in safety and 
destroy her. (F.O., Narvik, 0005/18)
RESOLUTION in the Narvik area was hit by a 
bomb 19/5 which pierced 3 decks and caused 
slight dcunage. The casualties are one dead 
and 9 wounded. RESOLUTION is returning to 
U.K. (J.C.D.3 19/5)
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HOME COMMANDS 420

OPERATIONS
Ice 1 and- Operations Doric,Alabaster. Y
Admiralty 1547/16. Expect to complete net- 
laying Iceland approx/22/5. Ship touched 
ground 16/5 damaging and putting out of 
action A.3 and B.7. oil fuel tanks, both 
reserve feeding tanks, after v/ireless com
partment and flour store. Ship can safely 
steam but immediate docking on leaving Ice
land essential, escort desirable. (GUARDIAN, 
0930/17) Struck uncharted pinnacle rock in 
position 351° 1.3 miles from Eyrarfjall. Lay 
require re-survey. (Reykjavik, 2223/17)
-arrived noon, disembarkation of unit 
commences 1700. (Sturges, ALabaster, Reyk
javik, 1636/17) troops being landed through
out night (Reykjavik 2222/17)
Convoy A.B. 2. (2 L.8 ships, store shin and 
patrol ship) will leave Clyde 23/5 (D.O.D.(H) 
2007/17 to Jolly, Reykjavik)
Submarines
Patrol report, Lay 3-15 (5.9. 1251/17) 
Arrived Dundee (5.9, 0613/17)
Drench. Obliged to dive for last 48 hours 
owing to calm sea, moon, aircraft and 
surface patrols. Have been sighted on 
surface and closely bombed on 4 occasions 
(a CHILIJB 1221/17)
Air

To be flown daily until further orders.
(C. in C., Rosyth 2214/17)
Air Searches for tOi orrow (C. in C., Rosyth, 
2044/17)
My 1254/17 and Air Lin. X501/17/5. 815, 819,
825 and 826 Sqdns. to come under operational 
control of Coastal Command as from receipt 
of this signal ( to N.A.D., 2020/l7)
Your 1335/17. As the war at sea is by no 
means over and as aircraft carriers and theiij 
squadrons may be required on their proper

SUPPLEMENT
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^ir Contd. (Squadron Commands )
duties at eny time, it is essential that 
these P.A.A. Squandrons should be main
tained ready for embarkation in their 
ships. Admiralty, however, are 
agreeable to certain squadrons operating 
temporarily under Coastal Command on the 
disti. ct understanding that they are 
only used against sea targets or for 
Gardening or counter-invasion duties. 
Should not be us d for operations over 
land without prior admiralty agreement. 
(D.IT.A.D., 2009/17 to Air Ministry)

17. Dropped all bombs in salvo over 
runways. IDonibristle to Admlty. 0445/17)

62° II to 59° II (C. in C., Aosyth 0554/17)

attempted twice 16/5, but was prevented 
by cloud. (M.S.Ll)

2 groups of enemy aircraft off 
Norwegian coast. Appears to be unusual 
amount. Aay be directed against 
Narvik area. Position at 2010 59° OO’N
05° 30*E and 68° 00*N., 16° 00 *E. Total 
numbers about 30 (D.C., 2209/17)
Mining
529 A Z. East Coast mine barrage.
Serial No 18. Line 33.S.S. is about to 
be laid extending for 6.75 miles in a 
direction 360° from position 52° 56*11., 
02° 56tE> (d .d .o .D. (M) 1141/17)
Extension of deep minefield between the 
Varne and Colbert shoals is to proceed 
under the orders of V.A. Dover. HAMPTON 
is to be employed on thi3 operation. 
Mines being embarked at Portsmouth. 
D.D.O.D. (LI) 1234/17

Position of Aerodromes D.II.I. to C. in C., Home fleet 0044/17.
in Norway
Attacks on Stavanger 
Aerodrome j

Donibristle to E.^.C.C., 0720/17 
Naval Annexe, Donibristle to Adlty. 0420

Reconnoitring Nor-, egian 
Coast y

One section of Blenheims leave Shetlands 
about 0630/ to reconnoitre coast from

German Ports
Special photographic reconnaissance of 
the German main bases and harbours was

Enemy Air Activity Narvik

Operations P..~.. 125 mines we re laid last night (K.S.ll)
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Hutch Trawlers

Dutch Shj-p 13inf; in 
German hands.

Shipping
All found north of a line joining Dover 
and Calais, whether fishing or not, 
should he cap ured and sent in (D.T.D., 
1938/17)
It is estimated that approximately 
242,994 tons of merchant shipping was 
in Dutch ports, and consequently in 
German hands 17/5. This figure ecludes 
(a) Ymuiden where is is probable that 
the few ships present were sunk when the 
port was destroyed by the Allies, 
lb) flushing, where demolitions com
menced 17/5.
(c) Ships launched within the last 3 
months or still on the slips.
Of the 41 ships at Rotterdam totalling 
207,555 tons, two, the STATELY)All 
(28391 tons) and VEENDAM (15450 tons) 
are reported to have been badly damaged 
by fire.

EUB 6 /_D/£/?

Iceland

Swedish Destroyers

Lifeboat Sighted

N.C.S.O. returned from Amsterdam reporte< 
that only five ships over 1000 tons'and 
only 23 smaller were left there. (M.S.M)

/Trench ship, is missing in Convoy 
(EPEjVIEP: to N.O. Z/Z Greenock 0450/17)

’*’) Had collision about 0100 close Ailsa 
/ Craig. (EPERVIER to IPO Z/Z Greenock 
^ 0830/17)
Miscellaneous
Landing facilities at Reykjavik and 
Hafnarfjordur (Jolly, Reykjarvik to 
Adxalty. 0930/17)
My 102o/l5, fuelling of Swedish destroyed 
and depot ship at Queenstown and Kirkwall 
Expect to sail for Queenstown via Vigo 
about 21/5. (N.A. Lisbon, 1558/17)
French steamer SAN MATEO reports sighting) 
water-logged ships lifeboat with name 
LONDON on it on 12th May. at 032.45 N 
012 1 2 *W. (S.O.I. Gibraltar to Admits, 
1232/17)

PhjZtL if. ST U'eAnant Cqt
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Convoy Attacked

Aircraft Reports
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Friday 424

Enemy Intelligence
Two enemy convoys sighted by aircraft 
A.A. today off S. IJorway. Course S.E. 
Attacked and believed one 11.7, hit. i
(Admiralty, to A .2T .L .0 . Harceau) (1 9 2 5 /1 7 )|
At 0125, 2 destroyers accompanying 7 
merchant vessels were sighted by air
craft 1 0 ‘L.Y/. Egersund, course 150.
This convoy apparently joined up with 
another consisting of 5 ships escorted 
by 2 destroyers and both were in 
position approx. 60 miles W of Eantsholm 
steering 100° at 0810. The Ships were 
bombed, apparently without result.
(I.C., 0455/40)
Two destroyers and seven merchant vessels 
in  ̂.S.1..D. o040 at DQ.25/17 (Duty Cantain 
to submarines on patrol 0314/17)
Two destroyers, five merchant vessels in 
E  B J R 5025 and two destroyers with 
seven A/V’s in E B J V 4534 (Aircraft 224 
Squadron to 18 group k .H .q .  0835/17)
Two conveys one of seven ships and two 
destroyers other of five ships and 
two destroyers at H B R U 0750 (Aircraft 233 Squadron to 18 R .H .q . 0810/17)
Attacked enemy with bombs level. Es timate 
no hits. (Aircraft 224 Squadron to 18 
R.H.Q., 0357/17)
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS
Grounded, badly damaged 
Narvik) (See 4 2 5Operations

Grounded, slight damage. (do)
Grounded, damaged (See Operations, 
Iceland)

■ 0.......- . u t  GR/\NJ)lB\ER

J i l l  - IE TEI .SZOON CoLN - -
5a a3Sw i j k (Tr)

In collision 0100/17 near i-ilsa Craig 
(see Shipping)
(11,140 tons) sunk in south entrance o 
Ymuiden as block ships by British Naval 
forces during operations in Holland.
french submarine overdue and considered 
lost. (D.N.I. 2138/17)
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FOREIGN STATIONS
4 2 6

Nortli Atlantic

/ Ay 2253/16 and. 1322/15 Admiral 
Africa is in agreement with my initial
dispositions. French dispositions in 
my 459/16 can he maintained (F. 0C .1\T.A. , 
1132/17)

entering. (F.O.C .N.A. 1512/17)
After voluntarily calling, proceeded 
westward (F.O.C.N.A. 1246/l7)
Intercept. Genoa informed Tripoli and 
Benghaz® that it is necessary to avoid 
area Voltutfio between parallels 40° 54' 
40° 54 *50 "IT and 41° 0*11 and lleridians 
13° 52T50"E and 13° 53'40;,E because o'f 
submerged obstacle. (G.G(l) Yalta 
1537/17)
South Atlantic
Following O.G.A. 29 issued from Cape 
town. Agulhas Bank. Enemy moored nines 
have been laid- on bank. All ships shoul< 
avoid passing over bank within 100 
fathom lines. (3.0(1^, Colombo, 0344/17 
to all concerned) J

— ines may have been laid by suspicious 
shi 1 seen near St. Helena 2/5 (D.C. 1925,

sighted at 1500/2 by S3 CITY OF EXETER 
in 16° 33*S 1° 1 2 'E (600 miles West of 
Portugese West Africa). She had Japanese 
colours painted on the side, but there 
is believed to be no Japaneses ship in 
this area. The SS SCIENTIST, which is 
overdue at Freetown, -would have been in 
this area 3/5 (l.C.C__454/40)
Suspicious ship sighted 4/5 26° 10'S 26° 
30*W described as 10,000 old type steam 
driven tanker, fully loaded, black 
funnel and hull, grey upper-works. 
Steering 1T.\Y. 10 knots.
Reference this report, the German tanker, 
WIHNETOU (5115 tons) built 1913, recipro 
eating steam engines is unreported. Left 
Las Palmas 9/4 and could have been in 
above position at the time stated.

REX Passed .Vest to East 1430 without

Suspicious Shi os A vessel is reported to have been
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427South. Atlantic (Contd. ) ^
German Tanlcer RUDOLf ALBRECHT (3815 tons 
built 1922, reciprocating steam engines 
left Azores 8/5 and has not been re
ported since, and may therefore be 
acting as a supply ship. (i.G. 0454/40)
Mediterranean.

boom placed at Durazzo Harbour entrance. 
(S.O.I. Malta to Admiralty 1401/17)

May 1715 and sailed eastwards 1923 
(S.O.I. Gibraltar at Admiralty 2334/17)

being allowed to enter the Mediterranean 
Admiralty tankers west of Aden were con
tinuing to Suez but other traffic was 
being diverted round the Cape. (ASM)

refuse to sail. Report reason. (D.T.D. 
0236/17 to N.C.S.O. Haifa) Near of re
prisals on their families in Denmark 
(N.0I0 Haifa 1907/17)

evacuation of civil population to be 
implemented forthwith. Re shining 
arrangements (D of S T 1045/17)

IMPERIAL about 2100/17. Captain D.14. 
in JANUS with JUNE, MOHAWR, ILEX, and 
Ki:32. .LEY to sail later when Royal Air 
Force stores have been embarked.
GRI.13AY to sail independently when ready. 
C. in C. W»A. 1227/17)
re A.A. Defences at Alexandria.
Admiralty 0003/15 (Italian escorts and 
escorted vessels not to be interfered 
with) will withhold order as long as

Albanian Ports, 
Defences nlaced. Durazzo reports approaches to all 

Albanian ports have been mined and

%
R7JTCE French oiler, arrived Gibraltar 17th

Egypt Air 'Defences Fifty Hurricanes are being prepared for: 
flying out to Eqypt at the end of June. 
(M.S.M. ) *

Diversion of Shipping D.T.D. reported that no more ships were

AASE i.iAERSK managers report that master and officers

Gibraltar Understand Colonial Office have ordered

Reinf o rc ement s Your 1951/15 Intended to 3ail CARLISLE
XBriEV/AHD, HXVOCK, HERD and



W ar D ia r v 1 7 . 5 . 1 9 4 0 .
F r i d a y

FOREIGN STATIONS 4 28
Mediterranean Contd.,
possible Taut present situation i3 most 
unsatisfactory on account of permission 
given for Italian "bombers to pass through 
Sgypt landing at Alexandria. Squadrons 
are due 19/5 and 26/5 and I consider 
warning Government to "be urgently asked 
to withdraw this permission or at least 
prohibit use of aerodromes near 
Alexandria. Understand French aircraft 
are now proceeding via Abadan to Syria 
so no question of reciprocity arises.
(C in C., Med. 1319/171
East Indies
Excessive ?/ear in propeller shaft hush.
To dock at Colombo 19/5 (C. in C., E.I. 
1436/17)
To remain under East Indies Command for 
the present. (D.O.D.(F) 0041/17)

Durham 1500 16th May from Tuleatt .Mada
gascar (IT.O.I.C. Durban to C* in C*, E.I. 
0805 Z/17)

evacuation to India of Civil population 
numbering approx. 180 Europeans and 2000 
Indians forthwith. Re. ships to be used 
(D. of S.T. 1038/17)
Situation- Italian shins unloading 
(S.N.O. Persian Gulf 10152/17)
Italian ship with cargo of explosives 
(S.B.N.O. Sues Canal 1059/17)

convoy U.S.2. (S.B.H.O. Suez Canal to 
Admi ralty 0927/l7)
America _and_ West Indies.
Large numbers of ships arriving for 
Bermuda Convoy require degaussing or re
pairs to degaussing equipment. Minimum 
time to degauss 6 days in dockyard or 
10 days private contract. Only 2 ships 
can be undertaken at same time. Is this 
delay acceptable in case of loaded ships? 
(C. in C., A.W.I., 1330/17)

CARAIBE French armed Fleet Auxiliary arrived

Aden Understand Colonial Office have ordered

U.3. 2.
futeibi Air H.q. Aden 1024/17

RAM.MILLIES, SUFFREN arrived Suez with
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America & West Indies Oontd.

troops ready at Halifax 3/6 (N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa to Admiralty, 1309/16)
Your 0222/12,(One destroyer required to 
escort troop transport to Jamaica)
After local escort duties 24/5 one 
destroyer will "be at your disposal. 
Assume you will issue orders regarding 
when she will cart company from convoy 
and return to Bermuda.
Your 1320/16,(date by which H.M.S. 
DIOMEDE is required to escort troop 
transport) Military unit sailing in 2 
parts in X*ADY DRAKE first sailing 
24th May and second about 6th J.une from 
Halifax. (C.N.S.Ottawa 1713/17 to 
C. in 0., A.W.I.)
C.N.S. Ottawa 1713 17th May if 
EMERTLD id not required to supplement 
REVENGE as escort for T.C. 5 it is 
probable she could be made available 
as escort for second part if this 
would help. (R.A. 3 B.3. 18/42/17 to 
C. in C., A.W.I.)
Australia

personnel -UEEN MARY 4381, A^UITANIA 
3200, EMPRESS OF BRITAIN 1900, 
MAURITANIA 2300, EMPRESS of CANADA 1300, 

JSS OF JAPAN 1150, ANDES 1450. Each 
ship provisioned, for 36 days all types 
plus seven days dry stores. (Australian 
C.N. Board to C. in C., South Atlantic 
1449Z/16)
My 0432Z/9 in view of Italian situation 
should these vessels be routed via 
Cape Town (A.C.N.B. 0144Z/17 to Admiralt

agree to H.M.A.S. AUSTRALIA being made 
suitable for service on 19th June for 
period of not less than year in exchange 
for an 8-in cruiser of R.N., C.N.B., 
appreciate that arrangement may not be 
practicable for some time. (A.C.N.B. 
1059Z/17)

China station, the instructions that 
ships are to obliterate names and nort 
of registration do not aonly.(fl.in" C., 
China 1030A?)

Transport and escort required for 4300

U.S.3. Sailed from Are ̂ mantle with following

AUSTRALIA Admiralty 1730/5 Commonwealth Govt.

China

Names etc._,
Obliterating_M.V's 3.0.(l),s to inform shi ping that as 

indiscriminate attack is unlikely on
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RHAKQTIS
.America & West Indies
ily 1859/16 RHAK0TI3 also commenced
painting superstructure grey before 
sailing. (S.O.I., Callao 1637/17)
Re press reports 15/5 of imminence of 
sailing of German ships from Tampico 
it has been confirmed from Tampico 
that ships have been ready to sail for 
a long time, but there is no indication 
that they intend to sail immediately* 
(17/5) (I.C.0454/40)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN cb LLIAIIIG

0245

1255 ) 
1309 )

1921

Estimate Dispositions

Submarines Deported
Westward of German minefield, ITorth 
Sea. Position indefinte. (I.0.,0453/40)
4 miles K.E. of N foreland 51° 30*1T 1°
35 *E, P/S seen by observer corns from 
shore. B4 (I.C. 0454/40)
54° 1 0 ‘H  6° 10* E indefinite (I.C. 
0454/4)
Absence of indications of U/Bs at sea 
suggests a considerable number are 
available for any special operations 
(D.D.I.C., 1341/17)

| y

SUPPLEMENT
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SITUATION REPORT

Channel & Low Countries
Report of demolitions at Antwerp shows 
that all dry docks and heavy cranes and 
about 150,000 tons of petrol and oil 
have been destroyed; and that one lock 
has been blocked. Extensive air 
activity on the Dutch and Belgian 
coasts showed signs of increasing 
during the day and enemy air craft 
were in action in the straits of Dover 
area.
Observers report the dropping of 
parachute mines in the Downs. Dunkirk 
was severely bombed about 2230 and 
parts of the town set on fire; Dieppe 
v/as attacked at the same time, and it 
is suspected that magnetic mines have 
been dropped in the harbour entrance. 
The Port is closed.
PRINCESS VICTORIA was mined and sunk of 
the Humber 2530/18. Survivors number 
12 officers and 79 ratings. The 
PRINCESS VICTORIA was returning from 
laying mines in the East Coast barrier 
some 40 miles East of Cromer.

I1.A.A. Aircraft from Hatst/on laid minj6 
in Hakgesund night 17/18 May (M.S.M)

\neavy enemy air attacks in the Narvik 
area continue. P.0. Narvik is keeping 
as rnan^y as possible of his unarmed 
shins at sea out of h a m ’s way until 
fighter protection is available.
Considerable military activity is re
ported at Trondheim.
Mediterranean

Re info rc ements The third group, comprising one a/a  
cruiser and 9 destroyers, left 
Plymouth 2100/17 and 0100/18.
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J
If the battle on the Western front 
does not go favourably the possibility 
of invasion of the U.K. will have to 
be faced. It is therefore undesirable 
to disperse our forces at present to 
reinforyice our ocean forces, particularly 
since RODHEY, RBNOlBf and VALIANT ajre the 
only up-to-date captital ships in Home 
waters. (MSIi)

m
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HOME COMMANDS
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Saturday.

/Precautions
Immob ilising Ports Re reports from 11.0.1.C., Leith,

Dundee and Aberdeen of meetings con
vened to discuss steps to be taken to 
immobilise their pofcts in emergency,
I received no notice of meetings ana 
was not represented. As it is con
sidered that immobilisation of Ports 
in U.K. must be a matter of concern 
to the Admiralty, request I may be 
informed of policy of T.L. with regard 
to immobilisation of ports in my 
command. (C. in C., Rosyth),(1151/13)

Germans Threaten 
fieprisais

Harwich Ballon Earrage

Orfordness Aerodrome

Search of Neutral Ships

Your 1151. Policy is under discussion 
with W.O. preliminary arrangements are 
being made for military commands in 
conjunction with naval and harbour 
authorities concerned to reconnoitre 
and prepare schemes for immobilisation 
of certain ports for period of 7-10 
days. You will be informed as soon 
as decision is reached. (D of LD 2040/ 
18)
For our alleged bombing of open towns. 
Attacks must be expected tonight o?1 in 
the immediate future (Air Min. 2000/18 
Admiralty 2025/18)
Your 1751/16. Any increase in Harwich 
Balloon barrage at this stage will be 
at expense of existing barrages.
Further balloons not considered 
justified unless importance of Harwich 
has materially increased (Air. min. 
1235/18)
Experience of Dutch Officer who 
landed there. No measures on aero
drome which would have prevented him 
doing damage. Steps to be taken at all 
aerodromes (Ait Min. 0915/18)
Your 1412/15 Police are not available 
for this service. Chiefs of Staff Sub 
Committee has agreed that Authority 
should be given to Customs Swrvice to 
carry out a search of neutral ships 
in British ports. Army armed guards 
will be available to assist the 
Customs authorities in carrying out 
this task. (D. of L.D. 1959/18 to 
C. in C., No re)
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K/rjGsrow JACINTH

WITHERINGTON
MASHONA

HOME COMMANDS

18.5.40.
Saturday.

435
Movements

C. in C. 1252/18 ($Qreen for Battle Fleet 
and Battle Cruisers) 'JACINTH to sail for 
Harstad escorted by 2 A/S trawlers (D.O.D. 
(K) 1923/18).

In order to provide a screen for Battle 
Fleet and Battle Cruisers WITHERINGTON 
is to take the place of MASHONA with T.C.4. 
MASHONA proceed to Scapa with all convenient 
despatch. Sailing of N.S.4 to be postponed 
until escort is available for T.C.4.
(C. in C., H.F. , 1252/18 to R.A.(D)).♦
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Operations

J Operation Lyster. (D.F. and E.F.).

Proceeding (F.O.D.E., 0852/18).
Expected time of arrival, first ships 1200, 
last 1430. (VEGA, 1022/18).
Anchor at Great Nore. Demolition parties 
will meet you. You may have to sail again. 
(C. in C., Nore, 1129/18).
Commander Peterson and all his ships are 
now returning to Dover. Inform him by 
W/T through trawlers that operation referred 
to in Adty. 0002/17 is taking place tomorrow 
(Sunday) at approx, times stated in para 2. 
All serviceable units are to contact and 
accompany convoy who will approach along 
60 Q.Z.S. and 85 Q.Z.S. tonight, Saturday, 
then sweep ahead into harbour. (D.M.S., 
1317/18 to C. in C., Nore). Repeated to 
ARCTIC HUNTER. A3AMA and VEGA, (C. in C., 
Nore, 1427/18).
Sail forces D and E for Operation D.F. and
E. F. (D.O.D.(H) 1508/18).
Escort and sweepers are to remain with Forces 
D and E. (C. in C., Nore, 1851/18).
F. O.D.E. has returned and anchored Prince's 
Channel. Join him if daylight permits, 
otherwise anchor as convenient in swept 
channel. (C. in C., Nore, 1954/18).

v/ Operation X.D.

Following demolished at Antwerp by Party "D" 
operation XD. Approx. 150,000 tons petrol 
and oils, ary docks, all heavy cranes over 
20 tons lifting capacity. One lock blocked, 
one lock not blocked. No casualties to 
party. (V.A., Dover, 1605/18).
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HOLE COMMANDS

MEDUSA ) 
DOUWE-AUKES)

0.8 and 0.11

GRUNO

M.T.B. 78

FLORES )
VAN MEERLANT)

DIRKJE ) 
CLAE3JE ) 
AMSTERDAM ) 
BLOEMSNDAAL) 
OMMERING )

Operations - Dutch Coast.

.V. Embarkation of crew of Lt. V. by L.23. 
Anticipated light will burn till 19/5j 
nothing on board sabotaged and W/T equipment 
available should anyone board and use it. 
(Comdr. (S) Harwich, 1915/18).

Dutch Warships

Minelayers, left Dover for Spithead.
(V.A ., Dover, 0918/18). Arrived. (C. in C. 
Portsmouth, 2220/18).

My 2120/17 (list). Heading sunk should 
include 0.8 and 0.1 1 , both might be raised. 
(D.N.I. 1047/18).

Gunboat. Condition and defects. (F.O., 
Harwich, 1240/18).

Arrived Dover. (V.A., Dover, 1916/18).

Arrived Dover 2005* (V.A. Dover, 2009/18;.1

Arrived (C. in C., Portsmouth, 2220/18).

Your 1839/17 approved. (V.C.N.S., 2206/18 
to V.A.(S)).
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EFFINGHAM Loss
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^GLORIOUS

HOME COMMANDS

18.5.40.
Saturday.

Ope rat ions - Narvik

As GLORIOUS and FURIOUS took only such 
aircraft stores for the R.A.F. fighters and 
the Narvik Walrus Squadron as could be 
flown ashore in the aircraft in their one 
trip from ship to shore, there does not 
appear to be any necessity for these ships to 
risk being bombed by entering the Narvik 
area.
GLORIOUS to confirm this. (1st S.L. to F.O., 
Narvik, 0232/18). Reply, arrangements do 
not necessitate approach within 100 miles of 
Narvik. (R.A.(A) 0943/18).

R.A.(D) H.F.'s 1058/17* Concur "Hunt" class 
eminently desirable in this area. It is, 
however, for the present most important 
3 destroyers are maintained in this area owing 
to their larger carrying capacity. (F.O., 
Narvik, 1019/18).

EFFINGHAM with Battalion of 3. Wales Borderers 
proceeding in company with COVENTRY, CAIRO, 
MATABELE, ECHO to Bodo, struck uncharted 
rock in position 67:17*6' N., 13;58 E. at 
2045 yesterday 17/5 and is total loss. All 
C.B.'s and S.P.'s destroyed, no casualties. 
Only other damage KATABELE's starboard 
propeller and "A" structure, speed reduced to 
20 knots. Force returned to Harstad.
(F.O., Narvik, 0900/18, Rupert, 0755/18).
Cannot EFFINGHAM be beached somewhere where 
her A/A armament can be used? (V.C.N.S., 
1356/18).

Arrived escorted by DELIGHT, ANTELOPE, 
MILAN 2000/17 (F.O., Narvik, 1317/18).

Fly off 263 Sqn. 0600/21. 46 3qn. cannot be 
received until 26/5. After flying off 263 
Sqn. proceed to U.K. to fuel then return 
to Narvik area to fly off 46 Sqn. (F.O., 
Narvik, 2231/18).
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Intelligence
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L.26 picks up 
Refugees
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Allied Submarine

18.5.40.
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Narvik

Your 1940/12. Adty. consider it essential 
to establish P.W.S.S. on Rotvoer Island. 
Personnel arrangements. (tf?S.L. to R.A., 
Narvik, 1111/18).

To proceed to Scapa. (F.O. Narvik, 1157/18).

Estimated at 150 (See Air).

Operations - Northern Norway.

Maalsnes Pier will need strengthening for 
7 tons weight, road suitable. Road to 
Tromso - Bals fiord open. Both roads cut 
just N.E. of Junction Reigen Fiord road. 
Repairs estimated complete in 7 days. 
(C.S.l, 0247/ 1 8 ).

Owing to congestion and limited water 
supply at Harstad it is essential for 
Anglo-French forces to have subsidiary base 
at Tromso. Urgent. (F.O., Narvik 1207/18 
to C.S.l for British Charge d'Affaires).

To be established forthwith in Northern 
Norway, with S.0.(I)’s at Tromso and Kirkenes 
(D.N.I., 1510/18).

Submarines

L.26 picked up 9 refugees from open boat 
52:23 N., 03:05 E., 0450/18. Some 
reputed to be ex German influential business. 
(L.26, 0525/18, V.A.(S), 2258/18).

0600/19 (D.C. 2002/18, 2325/18, V.A.(S) 1727/18)

Positions 0700/19 (D.C., 1954/18) 0600/18 
(D.C. , 0008/18).
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Air.

British Air Activity

F.A.A, Sqdns, Adty. 2009/17* Thank you for your offer. 
These squadrons will not be used for 
bombii^g operations without prior reference 
to you. (Air Min. 0003/18)/

Operation Bottle Successfully completed. (Hatston, 0413/18)

Enemy Air Activity

Losses in Norway. Following from N.A. Acting Minister of 
Foreign Affairs states General Huge estimates 
German air losses at 150. This includes 
losses due to bombing of air bases. Several 
reports received of German planes found 
destroyed in mountains due to damage inflicted 
by naval A/A fire. (C.S.1, 2301/18 to Adty.)

tes I

03TD
(unknown ship)

PRINCE BAUDOUIN

Attacked 3 miles north of Middelkerk South 
Bank buoy. (Portishead Radio, 1533/18)•

Bombed 1557 between Kwintebank and West 
Hinder. (PRINCE BAUDOUIN, 1656/ 18, N. Foreland 
Radio Rec. 1709/18). (Had 1500 refugees on 
board).

PRIN3 ALBERT Attacked outside Ostend. (N. Foreland Radio, 
(no T.O.O. /l8). Had 1500 refugees on board. 
(V.A., Dover, 0028/19).

Threat of 
Reprisals

Germans announce that they intend to take 
reprisals for alleged bombing of open towns. 
Attacks may therefore be expected tonight or 
in the immediate future. (D.O.D.(K), 2025/18).

KEITH

WILD SWAN

Bombed 51:20 N., 2:0 E. (KEITH 1529/18, 1536/18) 
Fighter aircraft are being sent to your 
assistance (C. in C., Nore, 1549/18 to KEITH).

Bombed (WILD SWAN, 1533/18).

$
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Enemy Mines, 
Dieppe

^CORFIELD, etc. , 
Borrow Deep

Operation B.S. 5

East Coast 
Barrage.

HOLE COMMANDS

Mining

Adm. Commanding at Le Havre reports that 
magnetic mines have probably been dropped 
at 2200 in the entrance between the 
jetties at the Port of Dieppe. Request 
all traffic for Dieppe to stop. The Port of 
Dieppe has been bombed at 2225* (D.S.T.O.
Le Havre, 2350/18).

C. in C., Nore's 1109/18. Code word 
allotted BOPUP. (D.S.O., 1509/18).

Completed. First mine laid at 155&* 
Aircraft report unknown submarine dived 
at 1620 in position 52:55 N., 02:58 E. 
(PRINCESS VICTORIA, 1714/18).

20th D.F. are now doubling the barrage in 
the Smith's Knoll area. (M.S.M.)

The second Mine Destructor ship commenced 
operations in the Thames Estuary, 18/5 
(M.S.M.).

—>CORFIELD
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Shipping

Dutch Trawlers Arrivals. (C. in C., Portsmouth, 2344/18, 
1334/18). Any Dutch trawlers or other 
vessels attempting to return to Holland will 
be arrested. (M.S.M.).

Depot for 
Dutch Ships

and crews is being rapidly formed at 
Falmouth, (M.S.M .).

Dutch Shipping
V

The Netherlands Shipping Committed now 
operating in London, is issuing instructions 
to Dutch shipping.. It has ordered all 
Dutch ships, fully loaded and proceeding to 
ports in North Europe, to mafee for Great 
Britain. (Adty. 173&/18).

Allied Shipping Defensive and degaussing equipment is being 
supplied to merchant ships of Allied powers 
under certain conditions, and the necessary 
arrangements for training members of the 
crews in use of defensive armament can be 
made. (Adty. 1424/18).

Refugees COTE D'AZUR arrived in Downs with 800 
refugees from Ostend and is being sent to 
Folkestone 1000/19 (V.A., Dover, 2041/18).

Ocean Convoys D.C. 1921/18, C. in C., W.A., 1356/18.

Dutch Trawlers My 2344/18. Dutch trawlers named are all 
warships. (C. in C., Portsmouth to Adty, 12l6A9«

Miscellaneous

Loyalty of King 
Haakon's staff

Your 1837/17. Nothing occurred in GLASGOW 
which supports supposition. (GLASGOW, 1203/18)

Oil Tanks At Bergen, Stavanger, Haugesund. Particulars 
(D.N.I., 15^4/7 to C. in C., H.F.).

Swedish destroyers and depot ship sail for Queenstown via /igo 
-------------  about 21/5 (D.N.I., 1844/18).

Reporting by 
Hospital Ships

Hospital ships and carriers may report, 
immediately by W/T if they see enemy aircraft 
dropping parachute mines. (Adty. 1527/18).
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Weather.

Wind. Weather. Visibility♦

North Sea Light & variable
except in S. 
Moderate in 
extreme N.

Horns Reef N.E., moderate.
& Dutch 
Coast.

Fine to cloudy Good except
local coastal on coasts,
haze or fog.

Fine to cloudy. Good except
in local haze 
on coast.

Channel. Light & variable.

W. Approaches. S. light to 
moderate.

Coast of Light, mainly
Norway. from S.

Fine to cloudy, 
local coastal 
haze or fog.
Cloudy.

Fine to cloudy.

Good except 
on coasts.

Good.

Good.
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BISMARK

Trond.i hen y

18.5.40. Saturday.
HOME COMMANDS

Energy Intelligence.

y Methods adopted by the Germans during their 
attacks upon Norway and Holland included 
the following
1. Use of neutral colours on German ships.
2. Smuggling of arms and supplies, over a 
long period, into German-owned waAiouses.A
3 . Cargo steamers filled with troops were 
sent to selected points for several days in 
advance of the attack, the men being kept 
under hatches.
4. Men landed from cargo steamers disguised 
as merchant seamen and armed with hand 
grenades and light machine guns seized 
jetties and other important points.
5. Naval escortlcraft posed as British 
and French ships,' hailing or communicating 
with port authorities in the appropriate 
language or code.

Photographic air reconnaissance showed Battle
ship BISMARK, almost complete, alongside in 
the Steinwerder Ufer, Hamburg. (I.C. 0455/4-0).

English woman just arrived from Trondjhem 
states great military activity there and 
local transport being collected and parked. 
German General Headquarters reported to be 
in Trondjhem where air activity has been 
renewed after quiet period. German submarines 
reported to be discharging oil into main oil 
tanks there and no other shipping seen there 
for some time. (A.A. Stockholm to Air Min. 
1650/18).
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CASUALTIES AND DETECTS

PRINCESS VICTORIA Mined 1 mile S.E, Humber L.V. (D#20
2320/18, P.0. Humber 2358/18) 12 officers 
79 ratings survivors. (P.0. Humber 1035/19

attempting to make Belfast, shore 
assistance necessary before proceeding 
further (CHALLENGER 1011/18)
My 1100. Can now maintain 8 knots. Expect 
to arrive Belfast 2000. Anticipate 48 
hours required for repairs. (CHALLENGER 
1321/18)
British (691 tons) sunk about 0100/17 in 
collision with ship thought to be 3S EX- 
PLORATEUR GRANDIDIER (see 17/5) 8 miles 
S.E. of Pladda Lt 55° 26’N 5° 7 *Wf in 
the Pirth of Clyde. (P.O.I.C. Greenock 
1302/18)

CHALLENGER Main engine major defects, speed 3 knots

? 6' K E A r t A N  f>. V-aa-
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Group 7.

French Positions
Spanish Shipping

North -Atlantic
ASTURIAS, CARINTHIA, 
and PATAOCLUS are to 
Group 7 as from 0001 
(D.O.D. (F) 1313/18)

CHESHIRE, DERBYSHIR 
he designated as
G.E.T. 19/5.

D.C. 0725/18
Undesirability of putting into force at 
this critical moment drastic tightening 
up measures of CommisSioners control of 
Spanish shipping between Spanish ports 
(N.A. Madrid, 2038/18)
Complaint received that Spanish Ships 
CELTA and CASTILLO DAROCA boarded 26th 
March and 28th March in Spanish Terri
torial waters. Request report. 
Admiralty, 1740/18 to F.O.C.N.A.)
South M_lanb_ic

R/S Defences, 3. Africa In view of possible entry of Italy into
the v/ar, consideration should be given to 
the strengthening of A/S defences at 
South African ports. Equipment is not 
available at home, but action should be 
taken with the Government v/ith a view to 
increasing security by local measures (D c 
of L.D. 1318/18 to 3.N.O. Sinonstown)

Mines Off Cape Deutschlandsender 1315/18 announced that
the mines which have been found off 
Cape Agulhas, were laid by German Naval 
Units
Mines off Cape Agulhas. Raider believed 
to be at large. Information as given 
in situation report 17/5 (C. in C. S.a . 
1005/18 D.D. 1010/18, D.C. 2001/18)
Me diterranean

Syracuse Boon repaired and placed in position.
a .I. (S.O. (I) Malta 2007/18)
2. Probably inacceptable to delay 
destroyers arrival at Alexandria by 
using them to escort sloops or CARLISLE 
These latter are intended for Red Sea and 
if necessary must be diverted via Cape.
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mediterranean, Contd.
3. Re. C. in C., El 1857/16 at least one 
division of destroyers should he sent on 
to Red Sea.
4. Cruisers. By about 23/5 C. in C., E.I 
will have at ^-den LIVERPOOL (Plag S.O.R. 
3.B.), GLOUCESTER, HOBART, SYDNEY, LEAN- 
DEE. GLOUCESTER and two 8 inch gun 
cruisers should then join you. Later 
when sloops and CARLISLE reach Red Sea 
you may wish to exchange one of your 
8 inch gun cruisers for LIVERPOOL.

m 5. EAGLE will arrive Aden 22/5. propose 
she should pass up Red Sea with cruisers 
if situation permits.
6. You 1813/16 to Admiralty. Regret 
impossible at present. (1st. S.L 0035/18 
to C. in C., Lea.)
East Indies

Convoys from Bombay 
Destroyers

Arrangements (C.  in C., E.I. 1645//18)
Re Admiralty 8035/18. One division 14*1 
D.P. will be sailed for ^-den as soon 
as possible after arrival at Alexandria. 
(C. in C.,Med to C.E.I.)

movements

f I
Your 2237/16 OTRANTO, OREORD sailed to 
R.V. with CALYPSO, RORQUAL in 290°
18 miles Ras-el-Tin Lt. a.m./l9. (C in C, 
Led. 1107/18 to 3.B.N.O. Suez.)

I uscat Your 0502/1/4 (re using R-uscat as 
small advance base) Permission to use 
anchorage at short notice has been 
granted. (Hd. of M. 1528/18 to C. in C., 
E.I)
mnerica. & West Indies 
AskingDegaussing of Japanese Asking for Admiralty policy (L.S.H. a, 

Ships ' Ottawa, 1128/18)
SS ROMA New York reports her sailing 18/t and 

reliable report states that spare 
equipment usually stored here is being 
put on board. (N.3.H.Q,. Ottawa 1603/18)
China

Submarine Report C 2 Telegram 416l(?) to London. Am en
deavouring to discover if Dutch S/LI’s 
were in vicinity (C.I.S. Singapore 0306 Z 
/18, to C. in C., China)
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GERMAN HE1 .CILHl'T SHIPS

R-AHOTIS

iVJjDTUVUT HOPH;
HEINZ HORN

South A tlantic
Left Callao 2350/16 cleared for Hamburg 
but possibly for Vladivostock. Descrip
tion (D.D.I.C. 1227/18 to N.B. Melbourne
O.N. 2) Commenced painting her upper- 
works grey before sailing Il.C. 0454/40)
Appear to have reached Germany safely 
with, cargoes from 3. America. (Port & Tel 
Summaray 256)
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PR0CY0N

1141

Estimated Dispositions

1405

ShipsAttacked
Swedish tanker (8721 tons) reported 
struck a mine on journey from Gothenburg 
to Baltic, hut was able to proceed to 
Trelleborg for repairs (Press, Sweden)
Submarines reported.
By xiir craft in position K.L.Y.U.
49° 4 8 ’N., 5° 50 *W.,
3. of Lands Bnd 15’ (Aircraft 217 Sqdn. 
to ABERDEEN, 1132/18, 1155/18)
ABERDEEN to attack (C. in C., W.A. 1151/ 
18 1217/18)
Report now considered unreliable (C. in 
C., W.A. 1523/18)
59° 7* N  0° 36’W (aircraft (? COURAGEOUS^ 
114l/lS)
520 55tIT 2o 58 »E by aircraft.

■— >P/S seen steering 180° 5 knots 58° 20*
N 5° 23‘W (BRABANT 1405/18, 1755/18) 
about one cable distant from us 
(BRABANT 1535/18, C. in C., Rosyth 1708/ 
18) SABRE to hunt (C in C., Rosyth 1614/ 
18, 1718/18, 1939/18, R.A. (D)H.P. 2243/ 
18.
Your 0022/18, No trace War Registry,
There is a known non sub in approx. 058° 
41*11003° 51*W . Unless you are con
vinced that contact is a U-Boat proceed 
in execution of previous orders (P.O.C.O. 
3. 0913/18 to SABRE)
J.D.I.C. 1432/18
Ay 1151. Report now considered un
reliable. Believe EPERVIER (C. in C., 
;;.A. 1523/18 to VANQUISHER)
Submarine sighted 58° 2 0 *N 5° 23*W 

— ^(BRABANT 1405/18)
49° 4 8 'K 6° 10’W (Aircraft 1132/18)
By Prencli Submarine ACHILLE suspected 
57° OS *N 4° 4 0 *E (i.C. 0455/40)
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Low Countries The blockship operation was again postponed.
The destroyer WHITLEY was bombed two miles 
off Nieuport at 0530/19 and her back was 
broken.
All the British forces under Admiral Nord 
which had been providing A/A protection off 
the Belgian Coast have been withdrawn.

S.S. ROYAL ULSTERMAN with A/A ammunition 
urgently required in the Narvik area was 
prevented by trouble with her crew, from 
leaving Scapa 1200/19 as Scheduled.
She left at 1800/19 with a Naval crew, 
escorted by CURLEW, who is to remain for
A.A. protection in the Narvik area.
GLORIOUS and FURIOUS are about 100 miles 
off the Lofoten Is., waiting to fly off their 
fighter aircraft as soon as landing grounds 
are ready.
Four ships of Convoy N.S.3 with stores, 
arrived at Vaagsfiord 0700/19* In order to 
avoid enemy bombing, the remaining 10 ships 
stood off, awaiting further orders.
In the Narvik area progress was made to the 
south east of Bjerkvik, as part of a  ̂
encirclement of Narvik. The main Gen 
force was reported to be still along 1 
Narvik-Lulea Railway, repairing damage 
the railway.
A strategic retirement was made from Mo, 
along the road to Bodo (130 miles to the 
North). The road follows the valley of the 
Ranen river and offers strong natural facilitie 
for defence. The enemy forces at Elsfjorden, 
the road terminus south of Hemnes, were 
estimated at >̂000.

Two enemy aircraft were captured at 
Sandnessjven, near Mosjoen and 18 enemy 
airmen captured.

One A.A. cruiser and 9 more destroyers are 
off the coast of Portugal on their way south.

Foreign Stations
Mediterranean 7 destroyers from Home Waters for the 
reinforcements Mediterranean have arrived at Gibraltar.

J
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Foreign Stations (contd.)

Italian
Situation

It is reliably reported that the Italian 
Govt, has ordered the immediate mobilisation 
of the Army and Air Force in Italian East 
Africa.

British Air Activity
Normal patrols were flown, including dawn 
and dusk and anti-M.T.B. patrols in the 
north and middle of the North Sea. Moonlight 
patrols were also flown.
About 200 aircraft having been reported at 
Vaernes (Trondheim) aerodrome by reconnaissance 
aircraft, of which 140 were bombers and the 
remainder fighters, a night raid was made on 
this aerodrome 19th/20th by six Hudsons of the 
Coastal Command.
A Hudson, east of the Dogger Bank, reported 
2 Danish smacks were being circled by a 
Domier p.m. 19/5> which the Hudson attacked. 
The smacks also fired at our aircraft and 
were bombed.

Enemy Air Activity
Much enemy air activity took place in the 
Eastern Channel, Dover Straits and Southern 
North Sea on the night of the 19th/20th, 
but all attacks were apparently directed 
tov/ards the French Coast.
Magnetic mines were laid at Dunkirk, and 
the harbour was closed. Aircraft were also 
observed dropping bombs and magnetic mines 
in Caross Road, near Le Havre. Le Havre was 
closed, and an escorted convoy from Portsmouth 
diverted to Cherbourg.Dieppe was mined and 
bombed during the night. French authorities 
considered that the port would be closed for 
about 4 days. There is also a report of a 
parachute mine off Treport (50:3*5 N. 1:22.5 E)
WHITSHED reported having damaged an aircraft 
attacking a convoy off North Foreland at
1730/19.
VENBMOUS shot down a seaplane off the Goodwins 
at midnight, 19th.



SITUATION REPORT

Casualties WHITLEY, destroyer which was bombed two 
miles off Nieuport at 0530/19> was set on 
fire and destroyed by KEITH later in the 
day.
SOMALI, damaged, arrived at Liverpool from 
Norway.

■ ■ ■ ■ ■ ■
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Policy

Your telegram of May 17th.
I approve your action in opposing scheme 
for neutralising North Norway. Following 
arguments useful in persuading Norwegian 
Govt, to reject it.
1. Despite spread of war to a closer and 
more intense battlefield, H.M. Govt, are as 
determined as before to press forward 
vigoriously with the campaign in Norway with 
immediate object of capturing Narvik and 
establishing a secure cover behind which 
Norwegian Govt, may function safely.
2. Narvik is ready to fall into our hand 
and our plans in North Norway are on a 
fair way to success. Fact that Germans have put forward scheme is evidence of the—  
conviction that they cannot hold out in 
Narvik and cannot conquer North Norway.
To accept scheme now would be to play into 
German hands and surrender to them by agree
ment what they cannot win by force of arms.
3 . No possible faith could be put into 
German assurances to keep their part of 
bargain. Example of Czecho-Slovakia is 
sufficient to show what use Germany makes of

4. Campaign in Norway is of greatest 
importance since it contains largely superior 
German forces away from main field where 
final decision will be reached. Norway is no 
side show but a vital element in Allied 
strategy. France and this country are 
engaged in life and death struggle with 
Germany on the Western Front and can reasonably 
expect Norway to hold on and play her part in 
encompassing the defeat of Germany.
(Adty. 1948/19 to V-C Tromso, F.O. to Mr. 
Laselles).A.

Precautions

equipment totally inadequate. Additional 
platoon of R.M. urgently required. No A/A 
searchlights yet provided by army. (C. in C. 
Portsmouth 1843/19).

Holton Heath * In view of danger of air and parachute 
Cordite Factory attack consider present defence personnel and

Commandant R.M. Portsmouth instructed to 
2236/19)^^a^oon (Adty. to C. in C. Portsmouth
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Precautions (Contd.)

The Broads and Request action to extend local defence 
Eastern Estuaries volunteer organisation to cover waterborne

protection against possible air attack. 
(C. in C., Nore to Adty. 1254/19).

defence of Shetlands by ten Bofors light 
A.A. Guns and increase present one and a 
half troops to one light A.A. battery of 
four troops. (A.C.0.3. to Adty. I83I A 9) •

Movements

Following organisation and distribution o 
destroyer forces in Nore Command will be 
brought into force at 0800/20. (C. in C., 
Nore, 1516/19)*

Low Countries - Operation Lyster

Force is sailing 1400. Expect to arrive 
0130/20 (D.O.D.(H) 0200/19 to Air Min-'*
F.O.D.E. in VEGA reports am proceeding 
1330/19 T.0.0. 0300/19 (C. in C. Nore
O830/I9).
Drifters NAUTILUS and STARLIGHT RAYS have 
been sailed to R.V. with convoy in substitution 
for WILLING BOYS and M0NARD6 (D.M.S. 1106/19 
to VEGA).
Do not sail. Instructions follow (C. in C., 
Nore, 1158/19 to VEGA). Operation D.F. &
E.F. is postponed 24 hours. (B.N.L.O. irk
and LORD INCHCAPE (V.C.N.S. 1308/19 to A 
F.O.D.E. etc.)

Operation F.A.

Shetlands A.A, 
Defences

In view of enemy occupation of S. Norway 
recommend as urgent action increase of A.A.

Td Tf . &E.F.)

pass to Cdr. Peterson and trawlers RI #

Ships are to be with-drawn and join V.A. 
Dover's Command (V.C.N.S. 1815/19 to V.A. 
Dover).
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ROYAL ULSTERMAN 
refuses to sail

Convoy N.P.3

Fighters needed

Withdrawal from 
Mo.

Raids

GLORIOUS, 
FURIOUS, 
ARK ROYAL

Operations - Norway.

A naval crew from capital ships is being 
sent to take over ROYAL ULSTERMAN this 
Sunday forenoon and it is now intended to 
sail her at 1800 after trials in the Flow.
(C. in C., Home Fleet 0913/19).
ROYAL ULSTERMAN has been temporarily 
commissioned as H.M. ship and sailed 1830 
19th May with CURLEY/. Expected arrive 18 
hours from Andesnes 0900 21st May. (F.O.C.O.S 
to F.O. Narvik, 1908/19).
ROYAL ULSTERMAN arrived late at Scapa at 
1400/18 having proceeded first to Stornoway. 
Majority of officers and crew refused to 
sail with ammunition without armament or 
escort. V/hen CURLEW detailed as escort 
refusal to sail persisted. Crew were on 
foreign articles and now in charge of Chief 
Constable Kirkwall. Request consideration 
as to measures in any such future cases.
(C. in C., H.F. to Adty. 195^/19).

Three British M.V.s escorted by WALKER and 
FJREDRAKE arrived 0700. Remainder of convoy 
awaiting orders to enter. (F.O. Narvik,
I60I/19)•

Troops v/ithdrawing north of Mo urgently need 
fighter protection. Comply if possible 
(F.O. Narvik, 1253/19 to V.A.(A).

Withdrawal from Mo commenced this morning. 
Gubbins has been instructed to delay enemy 
by every possible means in cooperation with 
Norwegians. (N.W.E.F. 0210/19).

Norwegians anxious to guard against raids 
in small coasting craft at several points 
simultaneously, desire presence of armed 
Norwegian trawlers and assurance that 
H.M. Ships within reach. (F.O.^Narvik, 1413/19).

Your 2231/18. Suggest GLORIOUS leave for 
U.K. forthwith and ARK ROYAL and FURIOUS 
return in company when Gladiators landed.
If approved request arrange destroyer 
screens. (R.A.(A) to F.O. Narvik, 1308/ 19)•
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Operations - Norway.

CURLEW to provide After escorting ROYAL ULSTERMAN to destination 
A/A protection CURLEW is available A.A. protection duty in

Narvik area. CALCUTTA leaves Rosyth for 
Narvik area 23rd May. CURLEW has Brigadier 
Frazer on board. (C. in C., H.F. to F.O. Narvik 
2038/19).

One Iron ore Add to ray 1114/18 one objection would be
ship a week to probable need for escort. C.S.l has already 
load at Frickenes allocated one of his 2 A/S trawlers for this

duty. Norwegian Submarines might also be 
used when available. (F.O. Narvik, 1607/19)•

TRUANT Patrolling off Tromso (TRUANT 1902/19).

Enemy Enemy reinforcements landing behind our
Re inforcements lines are conveyed in coastal steamer

armed with machine guns and also aircraft. 
To counter this am taking up Norwegian 
coastal steamer manned by EFFINGHAM and 
local resources. Asking for Oerlikon guns 
and 3 or 6 pdr. guns etc. (R.A. Narvik, 
2025/19).

Submarines

Positions 060Q/20 (Adty. 2127/19)(V.A.S. 18 38/ 1 9 )•

Air.

British Air Activity
3 Grimsby trawlers trawling, 2 Danish 
fishing smacks circled by DO 18 which 
was attacked by our aircraft. The fishing 
smacks also fired at our aircraft and were 
bombed. 54:50 N. 2:0 E. (Donibristle, 
2132/19).

At 0415 this morning our aircraft attacked 
four trawlers flying Danish colours 84 miles 
304° from Horns Reef L.V. apparently without 
result. (Donibrisile 0705/19).

Attack on Vaernes To be carried out night 19/20 by 2 battle 
Aerodrome flights of Hudsons. (D.C. 1702/19).
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Air.

Enemy Air Activity
WHITSHED Bombed 097 N. Foreland 29 (WHITSHED 1731/19)

By 3 aircraft (WHITSKED 1739/19)and one 
enemy aircraft damaged( WHITSHED 1745/19).

Convoy is being attacked 097 North Forel 
29 (WHITSHED 1735/19, 1737/19) Fighters 
have been sent (C. in C. Nore, 1744/19).
Aircraft gone, no damage to WHITSHED,

0035/20 to VENOMOUS).

Aircraft dropping bombs and magnetic mines 
in Caross Road near Le Havre (Scapa W/T 
T.O.R. 0028/20, C. in C., Portsmouth, 2328/19}.

Both boiler rooms flooded, ship's back 
broken. Guns and equipment understood 
salvable. VIMIERA and tugs attempting to 
salve. D.19 should be there by now also.
LADY BRAS3EY and Salvage Officer sent.
4 E.R. ratings lost. (VIMIERA O832/I9,
V.A.Dover, 1112/19). Set on fire heavily 
forward by gunfire from KEITH. Owing to 
her position ashore cannot guarantee 
complete destruction A/3 under water fittiqgs. 
Suggest bombing by aircraft. Position 5l:9 N. 
2:40 E. (Capt. D.19 1312/19).

VENOMOUS or convoy. (WHITSHED 1755/19).

Seaplane shot 106°,N*F.2 12 (VENOMOUS 2345/ 1 9 ).9 V i • u  -L c .  \  V H i V i VyiVlVP U  o  t-J “  J f  -L 7 J  •

w you (V.A.Dover

WHITLEY bombed 6° 2 miles off Nieuport at 0 526.
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Air-British Air Activity oS33̂1t>
A/C v. Srj-3 sighted a submarine and attacked 
in position JSHI 0157* but it was 
subsequently proved that his reckoning was 
60 odd miles out and that the submarine 
was ACHILLE (C. in C., Rosyth, War Diary, 
T.S.D. , 4987/40; Sea_ ^ 5-2.0

ALEXANDER
KENNEDY

Enemy Air Activity
Attacked by enemy A/C in Trinity Bay 2300/19 
(B. of T Form A. A. )

Sr"ORK M -l* . 7 6 7 t r u s■-rrtii. D■»'>.■<: i:c a  Attacked by A/C in Boulogne 
Harbour, STORK brought down A/C. (interview 
with Master, Shipping Casualties Section, 
Trade Division)

BELGRAVIAN 3136 tons. Attacked by A/C in berth at 
Havre 0000 1 killed. 2 injured. Damage 
through near miss. No hits (Particulars of 
Attacks on M. V ’s by Enemy A/C)

VENOMOUS Attacked 2240 in 51 0 19’ N. , 2° 12’ E. No 
damage. (M. 010535/40)
Attacked 1203 in 510 19’ N. , 2° 11’ E. ,
No damage (do)
Attacked 2350 in 510 20' N. , 1° 45’ E. ,
No damage (do)

KEITH Attacked 0035/19 while on North Goodwins 
Patrol with WILD SWAN. No damage.
Attacked again 0605. Dornier tried to 
shift target to WILD SWAN and nearly 
crashed into the sea. No damage (M. 010521/40

WHITLEY Destroyer, bombed off Nieuport at 0620/19 
both boiler rooms flooded, back broken, 
was abandoned. (M. 013316/40)

A T BOAT . . .
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Humber Approach Channel
Minins
Spurn to Humber L.V. closed to traffic 
until further orders (on account of 
mining of PRINCESS VICTORIA) (P.0. 
Humber, 0135/19)

Aircraft lanes Possible aircraft mines reported near 
52° 3*N 1° 46 *E (C. in C./lTore, 0338/1

Dunkirk Roads Area dangerous due to mines (Cherbourg 
0800/19, 0805/19) Note. The port is 
closed.

Sweeping French Ports Following additional forces to operate 
under V.A. Dover, primarily to assist 
in keeping important French ports open. 
L.L. TRawlers LORD. GREY, CLYTifNESS* 
LORD INCHCAPE, R I ^ E S »  on completion 
of present operation.DARO&AE and 
SUNLIGHT. M.D. ship CORFIELD, C0RBUEN 
for Le Havre, trials to be hastened. 
Comdr. Peterson will act as L/3.L.0. 
(D.M.S. 1351/19)
Area between Goodwin Fork and Deal 
Bank Buoys in which 2 mines were re
ported dropped but last night has been 
searched. Report considered very 
doubtful. (V.A. Dover, 1954/19)

Operation B.S. 6. To be carried out 20/5 or as soon after 
as practicable. Positions. (V.C.N.S. 
1259/19)

Enemy Mines Shipwash Possible aircraft mines reported in 
52° 03*N 01° 4 6 *E (i.C. 0455/40)

Enemy Mines The Downs Magnetic mines were laid in the Downs 
(I.C. 0455/40)

Treport Report of a parachute mine off Trefort 
50° 03.5*11 01° 22.5’E at 12*0/19. 
(I.C. 0456/40)

Dieppe Port closed by magnetic mines eleven 
drooped two detonated. French N.O. 
,/Z states Havre sweeper expected 
(N.C.S.O. Dieppe to Adty. 0125/19)
Magentic mines very probably dropped 
at 2200/19. Stop all traffic destined 
for Dieppe. Reed from Admiral Cmdg.'at 
Le Havre. (D.S. to Ler Havre 2350/18)
French authorities consider that port 
will be closed for 4 days. Special 
sweepers arriving 19/5 from Havre (N.C. 
3.0. Dieppe, 1133/19)



War Diary

"I

Trond.jh.em.
Enemy Intelligence
Reconnaissance aircraft over Vaemess 
aerodrome Trondjhem reports approximate
ly two hundred enemy air craft on 
aerodrome of which 140 are medium 
bombers. Intermediate landing ground 
noticed at Surendalen (D.D.I.C. 1424/19)

Wi 1 he 1mshaven Photographic reconnaissance on 19th Llay
shows TIRPITZ fitting out LUTZOW ex 
DEUTSCHLAND in dock, three destroyers, 
seven LUV's (I.C. 0456/40)

Bremerhaven Photgraphic reconnaissance 19th hay 
shows no unusual activity (I.C. 0456/40)
Shipping

French Convoys

Ocean Convoys

LOKDBMDERRY

Position I.roon/l9 (Adty. to C. in C., 
W.A. 0128/19)
Positions (D.C. 1859/19)
Miscellaneous
Pelt very slight impact 55° 15 6*N 10 
18.41' W 1645/17 no damage. Presumably 
submerged wreck. Nothing seen, (C. in 
C., Rosyth 1659/19)

Susoicious Ships At 1200 two small floating mines
observed in position NFDN 5132 in wake 
of Belgian fishing vessel Z30 and in 
path of leave boat which just missed mini 
Photograph taken of vessel which proceed 
ed to Boulogne. (...C.— . Chatham 1335/1! 
Later report is that she passed Boulogne
without stopping (I.C. 0456/40)

Area.
WEATHER

Wind Visibility Outlook
North Sea S. Moderate in 

North. N.N.E. 
moderate in South

Mainly good 
local mist patches

Similar

Channel Easterly,light. Moderate or good Wind variable
V/. Approaches SSE moderate Good Similar
Horns Reef N.E moderate Good Similar
Norwegian
Coa3t

Variable, light 
in S. S.W. mod
erate in North

Good Similar

Dutch Coast M.E. moderate 
or light

Mainly good 
Local mist patches

Similar
•



War Diary -

HUBSAR
WESTMINSTER

WHITLEY

PRINCESS VICTORIA

19.5.1940.
Sunday.

CASUALTIES AIID DEFECTS
Arrived (P.O.I.C, Tyne 2005/19)
To be towed from Dunkirk to Portsmouth 
20/5 (V.A. Dover, 1846/19) (D.D.O.D. 
1911/19)
Bombed, ashore 06*2 miles Y/est of 
Hieuport. Total loss. 4 E.R* ratings 
lost, (see air) (D.C. 1954/19,
VIMIERA 0832/19)
Position of wreck 215° Humber L.V. 5.3 
cables (P.0. Humber 2228/19) Returning 
from laying mines in E. Coast Barrier 
was mined 2530/18 and sunk off Humber 
(D.C. 0756/19)
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FOREIGN STATICUS
Cables. Cut

Contraband Coitaol of 
Spanish Shipling

*

Italian T>anJkers

STURIA3
CHESHIRE

Agulhas minefield

Enemy Ship

North -Atlantic.
Cables recently reported as broken but 
suspected of being cut in 3 positions 
100 miles N of Lisbon, 50 miles S. of 
Lisbon 170 miles W of Gibraltar,
Spanish trawlers purchased by Germans 
are suspected of bing engaged in this 
work. Close watch to be kept on 
trawlers, particularly those flying 
Spanish flag. (D of P 1611/19 to 
R. O.C.N. A. )
Charge d ’Affaires Madrid is repre
senting to P.0, the undesirablily of 
tightening up Contraband Control 
of Spanich Shipping between Spanish 
ports as proposed by E.O. telegram 
0216 Arfer 16 Lay. I agree and submit 
most important to reconsider. (N.A. 
Madrid to D.H.I. 2036/18
Report by signal average detention 
during ls,st eight weeks of Italian 
Tankers whose release has been author
ised by L.E.W. before arrival "subject 
to verification of cargo" (D.EWD 1640/ 
19, to C.C.S.O. Gib)

ASTURIAS and CHESHIRE to leave patrol 
without relief to arrive Casablanca 
1400 and 1600 respectively on 21st May. 
After watering there to sail to arrive 
Gibraltar 0750 and 0830 respectively 
23rd Lay. Cfl IINTHIA and PATROCLUS will 
be relieved 27th Lay and DEKBYSHIRE on 
3rd June. (P.O.C.N.A. 13332/19)

South Atlantic
No further mines reported. Mine
sweepers temporarily withdrawn to fuel 
etc., and reorganise with others from 
up the coast. Strong Westerly gal,e 
blowing. Minesweepers expected to 
sweep 100/ in Vicinity 20/5 (N.O.I.C. 
Simonstown 1828/19)
D/P bearings Adty. 1526 15th Lay indicat 
probability enemy ship in square K one 
CUMBERLAND to proceed to 026° 00’S 005° 
00’E, and search, arriving Simonstown 
not later than p.m. Priday 24th Lay.
(C. in C., S .A. to CUMBERLAND 1051/19)
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Mediterranean 464
Iron Ore with, stoppage of Swedish supplies 2/3

of our iron ore requirements are being 
met from N. Africa amounting to 300,000 
tons a month. The figure for June will 
rise to 450,000 tons, avarage 12 ships 
a week for May and 16 in June. 
Alternative supplies difficult to 
arrange. Principal export ports are 
Bona, La (Roulette, and Algiers, 50> of 
total comes from Bona. Other essential 
ports from N. Africa. Route thus 
vital to us. What arrangements have 
you made with French for inclusion of 
British ships in French convoys; are 
you satisfied these will be adequate 
in view of greatly increased importance 
of this route. (V.C.IT.S. 0533/19 to 
C. in C., Med.)

Bizerta. We have concurred. Under
stand that SUFFREN will proceed to 
-Mexandria and DUGUMF- TROPIN will 
also be sent there from .Yestern Basin 
for troop transport duties (D.O.D. (F 
1639/19)

destroyers BRESTOIS and BOULONNAIS 
arrived Gibraltar from v/est 0600 
French LA CURIEoN sailed eastward
1030 (S.O. Gibraltar 1812/19)

at two hours notice (C. in C., lied. 
0421/19)

Adty suggestions re ultimate alloca
tion of cruisers if C. in C., E.I. has 
no objections, Para 5. Concur re 
EAGLE (C. in C., Led. 0401/19)

army and air force in Italian East 
Africa has been ordered. (C. in C. 
East Indies to Adty. 093iz/l9, F.O.
Malta to C.in C., Led. 0631/19)

re CHABAR 
ILL .GENFURT

C. in C., Hed. 2345/19

PROVENCE
BRETAGNE

And destroyers. French propose to 
withdraw them from Alexandria, to

French Warshin 
Movements

French cruiser MONTCALM passed 
Gibraltar west to east, French

Submarine Patrol Not considered necessary in view of 
Adty. Message 0003/15. Submarines are

Cruisers and EAGLE Re Adly. 0035/18 para 4. Concur in

Italian African Array 
& Yiir Force . ob ilis at ion

F.O.C. Malta to C. in C., Med 0631/19) 
see East Indies.
Bast Indies

Italian A rmy & Air Force 
Lobili s at ion

H.Q,. R.A.F. middle East inform me 
immediate general mobilisation of



EAIT KDTS3ERGEN

Re Adty. 0035/18 and C. in C.
0401/19 (l) Initial strength of Red 
Sea Force would he very weak for its 
war task and even later it would not 
have strength expected. (M 00697/39 
31/12/1939) (11) Cruisers are no 
proper substitute for destroyers, 
should like to keep LIVERPOOL, GLOUCES
TER, HOBART, LEAIIDER. until destroyers 
arrive Aden, when GLOUCESTER and 
LEAIIDER will be released, (ill) If 
above proposal approved intend to 
escort EAGLE with 3YD1JSY to Suez 
and with 2 other cruisers to $L#IT as 
arranged by F.O.C. 4 C.S. (C. in C., 
0944z/l9) Ey 0944/19 Para (ll) 
neither the GLOUCESTER nor LEAHDBR 
could 3je released on arrival of 
destroyers at Aden if convoys are 
then moving rnd CARLISLE and sloop 
have not arrived, since 3 cruisers will 
be required with each convoy to 
nrovide adequate AA fire (C. in C.
E.I. 1429Z/19)
America & West Indies.
Dutch cruiser, placed by Dutch Govt, 
under orders of C. in C., Y/.I. 
Desirable she should proceed to sea 
as soon as a task can be assigned. 
(D.O.D. (F) 1606/19)
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ERIK FRISELL 
Sunk

19.5*1940 
Sunday__

U-30AT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked
466

Swedish (5066 tons) Oi+25/19 57° 25' N. , 9° 
1 5 ' W., submarine observed astern after 
a shot in sea 2 life boats manned. Entire 
crew saved and picked up Armed S/T COBBERS 
and taken to Stornaway 0645/20 (N.O.I.C. 
Stornaway 20/5 No 058/1

t

Submarines Reported
Ref S3SS message from British SARASTONE 
from position 39°48’ IT., 11° 351 W. , As 
result of interrogation of Master there is 
no doubt concerning report as the submarine 
broke surface and remained on surface 
short period. Submarine was painted dark 
grey-" and had dirty appearance. Have no 
knowledge of any French submarine move ent 
in this area. (F.O.C.N.A., 1232/22)
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ERIK

1347

1000

1909

1 9 .5 .1 9 4 0
S u n d a y .

U-BOAT CRliPAlGi; & MIHDTG

ERISSLL
Ships attacked
Sv/edish (5066 tons) sunk by sub
marine by gunfire 57° 25*K 
9° 15' \V, 35 miles S.W. of St. Hilda 
0550/19. 34 survivors JL^ndad
Stornov/ay, picked up by ssa/COBBERS 
(E.O.I.C. Greenock 1139/19, H.O.I.C. 
Stornoway 0604/20)
Submarines Reported
Confirmation that two or more U-Boat 
passing 1T.W. .Scotland outward. At 
least one now off S. Hebrides and 
possibly another near Islay (Adty. 
1347/19)

> (JOBBERS reports submarine in 57° 
25’ll 9°15rW course 220 (C. in C., 
Rosyth 1140/19)
Ilorth Atlantic
s.s. SARASTORE sighted submarine 
periscope 39° 48*N 11° 35'V/ (i.C. 
0456/401
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SITUATION REPORT 468
Home Waters JAVELIN with destroyers and trawlers has cut 

the cables between East Coast and Borkurn and 
Nordemey and has rescued five survivors from a 
Whitley bomber.
Dunkerque, Calais, Boulogne, and Le Havre were 
bombed during the night 20-21 May; mines were 
probably laid in Thames Estuary and eastern 
end of Channel; the M/S trawler RiFSITlSSj was 
bombed and sunk at 1008/ 20; and a near miss 
caused casualties in MALCOLM.
The French PAVON, 4-128 tons, was bombed near 
Calais by enemy aircraft, set on fire, and 
sunk at 2257/ 20.
At 1330 four enemy fishing vessels were 
attacked 70 miles off H o m s  Reef and one left 
in sinking condition; and at 1915 nine M.T.B.s 
were attacked by 3 Anson aircraft. No hits 
with bombs but one M.T.B. heavily machine-gunned 
and one Anson shot down.
Precautions are being taken against a possible 
enemy seaborne or airborne invasion.
Schemes are to be prepared to immobilise certain 
ports for 7 to 10 days in the event of invasion.

Enemy report An aircraft of the Bomber Command, enroute for
a raid, reported one battleship and many destroyers 
five miles north of Nordemey, course west, 
speed 15 knots, at 0015/20. Having bombed and 
missed, the aircraft reported a similar course, 
speed 10 knots, at 0150/20. A Hudson was sent 
at 0250 to verify this report. RENOWN, MANCHESTER, 
SHEFFIELD, SOUTHAMPTON, BIRMINGHAM, GALATEA, 
ARETHUSA and destroyers were brought to 
immediate notice. A torpedo bomber squadron and 
a bomber squadron were also ordered to be 
ready by 0700/20. At 0500, Hudson aircraft 
reported four destroyers off the Ems proceeding 
in the direction of Heligoland at high speed, 
and no sign of a larger ship.. Further investi
gation indicated that the original forces 
consisted of a heavy ship and only four destroyers. 
It therefore seemed likely that the heavy ship 
proceeded to the Ems.

Netherlands German M.T.B.'s have started operating off 
the coast of Holland. Nine were attacked by 
our aircraft at 19 0 1/2 0 2 5 miles 3 30° from 
Yjmuiden, results not known.
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SITUATION REPORT

20.5.4-0.
Monday.

Norway

Italian
Situation

469
F.O. Narvik reports that the enemy are landing 
reinforcements behind our lines, using aircraft 
and a coastal steamer armed with machine guns.
Strong Allied forces, however, including 
French, British, Polish, and Norwegian troops, 
are advancing towards railway north of 
Rombaks Fjord.
Gladiator aircraft have been flown off 
GLORIOUS and FURIOUS to an aerodrome in Narvik 
area; and Coastal Command aircraft bombed 
aerodromes at Vaeraes and Stavanger on the 
Night of 20-21 May starting fires at both.
In Vaagsfjord on night of 20-21 May enemy 
aircraft set on fire the transport PEMBROKE 
COAST and supply ship BALTEBKO. PEMBROKE 
COAST (which carried petrol supplies) has been 
beached and must be regarded as total loss.
A report has been received of U-boats being 
used as petrol carriers to Trondheim 
(M.S.M. 20 May).

It is reported from Rome that Senator Bullit 
has recommended to President Roosevelt that 
the U.S. Atlantic Fleet should be sent into 
the Mediterranean.
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Raise Steam 
(enemy reported)

Northern area 

Home Fleet

MILAN

Cruiser for 
Narvik

Submarines

470

20.5.40.
Monday

Movements
for full speed with all despatch (C. in C.
H.F. 0155/20 to RENOWN, S OUTHAMP TON, 
MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM).
Steam ready 0400 but unable to proceed unless 
dense fog clears. (BIRMINGHAM 0420/20 to 
C. in C., H.F.).
If BIRMINGHAM proceeds intend proceeding 
in her with CODRINGTON, GRAFTON, GALLANT 
in company (D.I. 0528/20 to F.O.I.C. Humber).
l8th C.S. and RENOWN keep steam at one 
hour’s notice (C. in C., H.F. 0714/20 to 
B.C. one, C.S.18).
Proceed to Rosyth when visibility permits 
provided channel is clear (C . in C., H.F. 
0129/20 to BIRMINGHAM).
Movements taking place (C. in C. H.F. 2103/20)

Movements in Northern area, RESOLUTION 
returning to Scapa, convoys for Harstad 
and from Harstad, etc. (C. in C., H.F., 
2 10 3/ 20).

HOME COMMANDS

French, to return to Clyde as soon as 
possible. (Cdt., Force Z, 1535/20).

Sail one ship of l8th C.S. for Narvik as 
soon as practicable to take place of 
AURORA and ENTERPRISE, both of which require 
repair (Adty. 0050/20 to C. in C., H.F.).

Positions 0600/21. (V.A.S., 1704/20).
3rd and 10th Flotillas, control. Cancel my 
1201/16 (V.A.S., 2123/20).
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Invasion,
Immobilising
Ports

i  *

A.A. Ammunition

*

Raids by 
Submarine s

Portsmouth
Establishments

Precautions

It has been decided that schemes should be 
prepared to enable certain ports to be 
immobilised for seven to ten days in the 
event of invasion. Military authorities 
have been instructed to consult with naval 
and harbour authorities in the preparation 
of these schemes. Request you will arrange 
for co-operation of Flag and Naval Officers 
concerned in your command. Ports for 
which schemes are to be prepared are:-

Great Yarmouth 
Lowestoft 
Harwich Area 
Sheerness 
Dover
Folkestohe 
Nev/haven 
Blyth 
The Tyne 
Sunderland 
Seaham Harbour 
Hartlepools

The Tees
Humber Area
Boston
Peterhead
Aberdeen
Montrose
Dundee
Methil^
Bumt^island
Leith~
Granton

(D. of L. D. 2250/20 to C. in C . ’s).

Re ammunition supply of guns defending 
Chatham against low-flying aircraft, our 
20 Lewis guns could fire for about 5 minutes 
and the case for 10 minutes, after which 
the defence would cease to function.
In view of the probable scale of enemy attack 
it is urged that the ammunition supply s hould 
be greatly increased as rapidly as possible. 
(C. in C., Nore, 2235/20).

My 134I/17- Considered possible that the 
advanced forces of an enemy raiding party 
might be carried in U-boats. Coast watching 
personnel should be warned accordingly.
(D. A/S.W., 1809/20).

Transfer of vital experimental organisation 
and material of schools might become 
necessary. I am examining processes for 
removal but should like information as to 
possible alternative sites so that these 
can be reconnoitred. (C. in C., Portsmouth, 
12 2 3/ 20).
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Time fixed.

f ^  Operation 
postponed

* *

Continuation
XD

HOME COMMANDS.

20.5.4-0.
Monday.

Operations 
Operation - Lyster.

Proposed times of sailing. Trawlers 
and drifters 1030. Forces D and E 1130. 
(F.O.D.E., 0920/20).
Your 0920. Sailing of Forces D and E 
approved. (C. in C., Nore, 1037/20).

Operation postponed, return to anchorage. 
Trawlers and drifters have been informed. 
(C. in C., Nore, 1152/20, to F.O.D.E., 
VEGA).

L.L. Trawler RI$IES* bombed and sunk app. 10
miles west of Ostend. (V.A. Dover, 1008/20)
Forces D and E passed North Goodwins 
1400 (F.O.D.E. 1115/20).
Two M.T.B.'s from Sheerness joining you 
tonight by 2300 to secure astern of you or 
patrol round convoy as you direct (C. in C. 
Nore to VEGA 2058/20). ‘ M.T.B.s 22 and 24 
to join VEGA at Prince's Channel (C.S. 
Sheemess 2120/20) and to return Harwich 
after daylight 21/5 (C. in C., Nore, 2237/20)

Operation XD

of Parties E,F and G for continuation of
operation XD are assembling at Chatham_ 
Barracks and are to be at 4 hours' notice. 
Embarkation will take place at Dover to which 
port stores are now in transit. (D.O.D.(H) 
2 3 12/ 20).

Operation Juixote (Cutting of_Cables.)
Operation Quixote, Group B have completed 
cutting Borkum No. 1 and No. 2. Suggest 
Post Office tests. (JAGUAR, 0600/ 20). 
Situation at 0900/20. Group A still 
searching. Group B, both cables cut. 
JAGUAR and trawlers returned to Yarmouth. 
Group C. Northern cable cut. JACKAL and 
trawlers now leaving Yarmouth to search 
in position 52:352 N., 02}34 E. (C. in C., 
Nore, 0930/20, JACKAL (group C) 0249/20, 
.tagttar (Grouo B) 0600/20).
Orders (C. in C., Nore 1016/20 to PUFFIN,
JAGUAR, JAVELIN, JACKAL).
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Operation
Completed

Military
Situation

Destroyers. 
Skaanland 
Aerodrome.

ions - Operation Quixote

Informed test on No. 2 Borkurn cables are as 
before operation. May be due to enemy action 
between recent operations and Bacton. Only 
way to make sure isto go to ALERT'S repair 
1 7/ 8 /2 2 and raise and cut there, as there 
is possibility of an abandoned cable. 
(N.O.I.C. Yarmouth, 1654/20).

Operation completed. Trawlers escorted by 
JAVELIN and JAGUAR expect arrive Yarmouth 
Roads 0400. JAVELIN has 5 survivors of 
Whitley bomber including wounded officer. 
(JAVELIN, 2121/20).

Operations - Narvik

Situation 0900/19, Ankenes Peninsula.
2nd Bn. Poles have relieved 12th Bn. Chasseurs 
who have returned to Bogen.
Bjervik Area. Norwegian reports state 80 
parachute troops were dropped Rundfjell 
15/5 ^8. 10 dropped Bjernfjell 16/5 . Mo 
(corrupt group) 1700 hours. Scots Guards 
withdrawn from Mo where road and rail bridge 
destroyed. Portion of rearguard company 
lost, one enemy aeroplane destroyed.
(N.W.E.F., 2210/20).

Your 13 0 8 / 19 have no destroyers I can send 
you. Earliest date Skaanland aerodrome can 
receive Hurricanes is 26/ 5 . Can GLORIOUS 
be back by 26/9 (F.O. Narvik, 1041/20 to 
C. in C., H.F.).

The requirements for destroyers make it 
essential that escorts for convoys to Narvik 
should be reduced to a minimum. Risk of 
attack by surface ships must be accepted. 
Convoys should be routed well to the 
westward. (D.D.O.D. to C. in C., H.F., 
0052/20). Cancel my 0052/20. (V.C.N.S.,
1011/2 0)
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A/S trawlers
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HOME COMMANDS
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Operations - Narvik.

Request you will sail one ship of 18th C.S. 
for Narvik as soon as practicable to take 
the place of AURORA and ENTERPRISE, both 
of which require repair. (Adty. 0050/20 
to C. in C., K.F.) (SOUTHAMPTON was sent).
'Chamois' "Boyt.*!"
OH AMOIig- and SQRBAfc are now the code names 
for C. in C., French troops in Scandinavia 
and the Commander French troops Narvik area 
respectively. (Adty. to C. in C., H.F. 
16 2 2/ 20).

Sailed to patrol between 025° 48' E. and 
029° 00* E‘. south of 071° 15* N. (F.O., 
1st C.S. 1810/20).

Completed in oosition J . on- S.B .D. drawing 
6-* D. 620 (OUARhPAH l8l5/20>.

Routes for homeward bound convoys and 
escorts (TARTAR, WESTCOTT, WARWICK,
MATABELE). (C. in C., Rosyth, 1^00/20).

Your 1228/19 N.P.4 can be received 30/5 
N.S.4 about 3/6. Present situation 20 
merchant ships in anchorage in Harstad 
area which are frequently bombed. 11 ships 
of N.3.3 kept at sea, 2 of them names not 
previously reported lack fuel and with 4 
others enter harbour 22/5* PIONEER,HEILO 
CAHMINSTERI.3. 3PICA BELFAST being kept at 
sea under escort of one destroyer. ROYAL 
ULSTERMAN arrives 22/5 ACRITY 23/ 5 .
Movements of MANELA not known. Thus 29 ships 
in harbour and due. 4 ships can be cleared 
24/5, 4 or 8 additional by 30/5* As 
requested in my 2239 /8 it is essential that 
convoy should be sailed only by direction 
of Narvik and that contents of ships be 
signalled as early as possible.
(F.O., Narvik, 2245/20 to C. in C.-, H.F.)

Relief desirable in view of arduous service 
and increase in subjections to air attacks. 
(R.A. Narvik, 1252/20).
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Your 2 2 3 1/ 1 8 . Consider it essential to 
Air operations that a report one hour 
before flying off at 0600 to-morrow 

Tuesday that visibility on the Coast is 
suitable for Aircraft to make landfall.
Since in any event the attack must leave for 
Scapa at 0800 to-morrow Tuesday I suggest 
if and when conditions are suitable 
Gladiators should be directed to fly to 
Bardu-Foss today Monday. The visibility at 
sea today is less than one mile and the 
5 T.S.K. Escort Aircraft would probably 
have to remain at Bardu-Foss until H.M.S. 
GLORIOUS re-embarked them on 26th May. 
(GLORIOUS 1121/20 to F.O. Narvik).

Your 1041/20 and GLORIOUS 1121/20.
GLORIOUS and FURIOUS will sail for U.K. 
directly Gladiators are landed. GLORIOUS 
should be able to return by am/2 7 .
ARK ROYAL will retain present destroyer 
screen and leave area an/21 (V.A.(A)
1600/ 20).

* *

Vaernes
Aerodrome

Adty. 1424/19. You will be the best 
judge as to whether an attack on Vaernes 
aerodrome is a feasible proposition on your 
way south. (5 S.L. to V.A.(A) 2004/20).

FURIOUS 
unable to fly 
off aircraft

Should fog persist FURIOUS must either take 
Gladiators back t 0 Scapa or remain for 
weather to clear. 300 t ons fuel required 
for every 24 hours delay after 0800/21.
In any event GLORIOUS will return to 
Scapa 0800/21. Request instructions. 
(FURIOUS 2050/20 to F.O. Narvik).
Your 1121/20.
to GLORIOUS)

Fly off now (Narvik 2101/20

ARK ROYAL Request personnel be retained in U.K. and not 
sent to this base (R.A. Narvik, 2126/20).
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»

Convoy '^FOXHOUND expected Reykjavik 0700/21.
Convoy not ready to sail until p.m. 21/5*
(N.0 .I.C.Iceland, 1800/ 20).
u<Xll3L.̂aS>re.7'sU

Alabaster Force 1 s 1401/18 para. 3 . Drifters
capable of accommodation 20 men each could 
be made available, but would require prior 
modification. Your 1615/19 and C. in C.,
Home Fleet’s 1030/20 suggest that 
requirements might be met by use of local 
resources. Request early report if this is 
practicable. (D.O.D.(H) 2017/20).

Shipping From the point of view of security some form
Precautions of inspection of ships arriving Reykjavik

appears desirable in lieu of pending establish
ment of examination service. This could 
take the form of visit by officer accompanied 
by armed guard. Minister has no objection 
and Port authorities are prepared to co-operate. 
Traffic inconsiderable. (N.O.I.C. Iceland, 
1114/20).

-^FOXHOUND)
GUARDIAN)

Your 1100/19* Concur in use of FOXHOUND 
but sailing of GUARDIAN and convoy must 
not be delayed as destroyers cannot be spared 
to remain in Icelandic waters. (C. in C.,
H.F. 1025/20 to N.O.I.C. Iceland).
Net defences Hvalfjord completed in position 
J on S.B.D. drawing B.D. 620. (GUARDIAN, 
1 8 1 5/ 20).

Trawler My l6l5/7* First trawlers have returned.
Reconnaissance They landed at settlements in the following

Fjords: Copna, Nord, Eski and Faskruds.
Only ships met besides local fishing craft 
were Govt, mail steamers 3UDIN and ESJI and 
one small refugee Norwegian fishing boat.
Local Sheriffs at first three places friendly 
and reported no Gernan ships or nationals 
seen since hostilities began. There is flat 
ground at the head of Nord Fjord but 
improbable that it could be used as a landing 
ground. Stocks of coal meagre and expensive. 
Largest 400 to 500 tons at Nord. Small 
shipwright and engineering repair jobs can 
be done at Nord but at no other place 
visited. Reykjavik Radio reported unidentified 
aircraft over Borgan Fjord on May 12th.
(C. in C., H.F., 1030/20).
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Allied Submarines

At 0100/20 French submarine ANTIOPE fired 
3 torpedoes at LA SIBYLLE (French).
All 3 torpedoes missed. (D.C.N.S., 259)
Your 0320 (attack on supposed U-boat 
after hunting for six hours). Regain 
your patrol zone. (R.A.(S), 0623/20 to 
ANTIOPE).

Dutch War Vessels

To proceed to Falmouth to come under Dutch 
administration there. Also propose to sail 
6 minelayers and minesweepers as soon as 
degaussed. One tug and one vessel suitable 
for harbour work, dispersal of which the 
Dutch Admiral will discuss on his return.
(C. in C., Portsmouth, 1657/20). Your 1657* 
How many trawlers are there available? 
(D.O.D.(H) 1 9 3 V 20).
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British Air Activity 478
Fishing craft Attacked by aircraft with bombs and machine 

gunned 55;4ON., 4:20 E. at 1330*
Left in a sinking condition and abandoned 
(Donibristle, 1810/20). Had "DANMARK" on 
side, hoisted swastika as aircraft 
approached. (Donibristle, rec. 2100/20).

Reconnaissance Open boats, apparently refugees, and 
floating mines. (A.C.H.q. Chatham, 0922/20)

Enemy M.T.B.s Four fishing vessels were attacked 70 miles 
off Horns Reef at 1330 and one left in a 
sinking condition. Nine M.T.B.rs were 
attacked by 3 Ansons at 1915* No hits 
with bombs, but one M.T.B. heavily attacked 
with machine guns. One Anson shot down . 
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 2250/20). See also 
Enemy Intelligence.

Stavanger
Attacked

* P

At 0300/20, British aircraft attacking 
Stavanger started four fires and put a 
searchlight out of action. Other aircraft 
dropped incendiary bombs on Vaernes 
aerodrome, in the Trondheim area, at 0012/20) 
where a concentration of 200 enemy aircra^J^. 
had been reported. Bombed aerodrome 15 
miles S.E. Stavanger, believed dummy. 
(Donibristle, 0550/20, 0730/20).

Lympne
Aerodrome

Necessary for R.A.F.to take over accommodation 
as quickly as possible. Request alternative 
arrangements for accommodation of F.A.A. 
personnel. (Air Min. 2000/20 to Adty).
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PAVON 4128 tons. Bombed near Calais, set on fire, 
and sank at 2257/20. (D.5.)

* »
RIFSKES^ M/$ trawler. Bombed from 0740 for about 

2 hours 10 mins. W. of Ostend. Hit and 
sunk (V.A.Dover, 2 3 3 5/20, 1008/20).

MALCOLM 8UPPLFNFMBombed 1720. Casualties caused by a near “ 
miss, 3 dead, 10 seriously W. (V.A.Dover, 
2335/20). Minor damage (V.A. Dover 1201/21).

LORD INCHCAPE M/S trawler. Bombed from 0740 for about 
2 hours 10 mins. W. of Ostend. (Y.A. Dover, 
2335/20).

ARABI3 Bombed by 2 aircraft. No damage (ARABIS 2230/20,
0100/ 2 1 ).

CHOUDS Bombed off Calais 2258 G.M.T. on fire, 
(N. Foreland Radio, T.O.R. 0003/21).

PEMBROKE COAST Transport (with petrol supplies). Bombed
and set on fire at Vaagsfiord. Total loss,

\fef\LTLf\Ko Supply ship. Bombed and set on fire at 
K Vaagsfiord.

Signals Reported that enemy aircraft over the 
Skagerrak are using night identification 
signals similar in colour and possibly 
identical with our own. (French submarine
ACHILLE, 0034/20).

Seaplane
Destroyed

VENOMOUS shot down a seaplane off the 
Goodwins at midnight 19~20/5* (D.C.- .0. 259).

3.S. KOMET Attacked 0912/20 without success. "Expect 
bomb dropped 5 miles 076° of Dungeness". 
(N. Foreland Radio Rec. 1030/20).

ACHILLE Severely bombed by unknown aircraft at
MBZ3 0605 at 0840 (French 3/m ACKILLE 0925/20)
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R.F.A. BERTA Bombed off Beachy Head leaving 288 distance
12 miles at 2200 (Niton Radio 2250/20).

BATAVIER II Attacked by enemy aircraft off Beach/Head
bearing 306 about 8 miles (BATAVIER II, 
2323/20).

Dunkirk, 
Calais, 
Havre, 
Boulogne.

Havre.

Bombed between 2000/19 and 2000/20. 
(V.A. Dover, 2335/20).

Heavy air raid in progress since 2230. 
Many fires damage in docks. All traffic 
stopped between Rotten and coast owing to 
magnetic mines. R % d  still in progress. 
French Adty. telegraphed British Adty. 
stopping convoy (B.C. Havre 0030/20)
See also Mining.
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floating Hines

Linelaying, Jaedernes

Suspicious o~b.jects.

^ininp;.
Reported by aircraft in 51°32,li*Sf) 11 ’E 
and 51° 32'il 2° 10'E at 0803 aircraft 
endeavoured to sink without success. 
U.C.H.Q,. Chatham, 0922)
Your 2213/19 concur in laying off 
Jaedernes first, hut should like nines 
in the other position to he laid sane 
time.
Like a small homh, with fins around the 
top, appeared to he floating, not 
moored, and about 3 ft out of -water.
8 in all over 40 miles between 50° 28*
IT 1° 3 1 W through 50° 271 N 0° 47*W 
then 071° to Beach|y Head. Sighted 
by tanker TOPHUS 0840 G.M.T. 17/5.
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Mining
Aircraft dropped bombs and magnetic

4 8  2

Havre i-ined
mines in Caross Road near La Havre 
(Scapa 11/ T T.O.R. 0028/20, C. in C., 
Portsmouth, 2528/19, 0114/20)

ocapa W/T. T.O.R. 0308/20)
Dieppe was again mined by aircraft on 
the night 19-20 -lay, estimated three 
mines Tl.C. 0457/40)
Shipping

for their future employment will be 
made through Belgium Shipping Commission. 1 
(A.C.N.S. H O o / 2 0 ) Does not apply to 
Belgian vessels fishing regularly from 
West Coast Ports. (A.C.l .S. 1331/20)
0-542 and 0-83 arrived with 16 and 57 
refugees respectively. (H.O.I.C. Milford 
Haven, 1443/20)
0-224 and 0-80 with 20 and 72 refugees, 
and 0-88 for orders (N.C.S.O Milford 
Haven 1910/20)

Italian Government that Italian ships 
bound for the Tyne in ballast have been 
held up at Palmouth. This is said to 
be on the instructions of the Contraband 
Committee and to apply at present time to 
S3 BARB ANA G and SS ANDREA. Is there any 
foundation for the protest? If so please I 
furnish full explanation (M.E.W, 1155/20 
to Palmouth) “

greatly increased Russian activity of 
warships tanks and aircraft and large 
increase of the garrison, arrived addi- j 
tional 1 large and 2 smaller cruisers. 
Since 14/5 there has been large passenger j 
ship JOSEPH-STALIN in war-harbour and 
similar passenger ship anchored in outer 
harbour.

Dieppe 0200/ 20 ,

Belgian Trawlers To be sent to Dartmouth. Arrangements

Convoys
Italian Ships D etained

Situation at 2000/20 (C. in C., 1420/20) 
Complaints have been received from

iscellaneous
Baltic f Since my last report 27/4 there has been

the/

1
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Miscellaneous / )

Baltic, Contd. The inhabitants of l.'.W. Laivu and 
Kromu Streets are being removed.
Since my last report 7 ships have 
arrived with German coal for state de
partment and 3 Russian tankers with oil 
for Russia. (Vice Consul, Liepaja, 0830/ 
2 0 )

Continental Telephones 
Stopped. At 2255 G.P.O. reported that there was 

no public telephone service to Prance, 
Italy or Switzerland. Reason, bomb hit 
repeater station.

Swedish Destroyers in 
Eire

Admiralty 1430/16 and 1844/18 Eire 
authorities state no arrangements were 
made to supply fuel oil', as Swedish 
Consul when applying to to them for 
facilities merely asked that water and 
provisions should be available. (K.A., 
Dublin, 1300/20)
Weather

North Sea Wind, light, northerly. Visibility very 
good, moderate on English coast. Outlook 
similar.

Channel Wind, N.E., light to moderate. Visibility 
good, Outlook, mod. northerly wind.

Yes tern Approaches. Wind, E to S.E., light to moderate. 
Visibility, good. Outlook Similar.

Korns Reef Wind, northerly, moderate to fresh. 
Visibility, very good. Outlook, 
visibility becoming mod.

W. Coast Norway (South) Wind, northerly, light to moderate. 
Visibility, very good. Outlook similar.

Ditto (North) Wind, westerly, moderate to fresh, 
Visibility, moderate to good, £og patches 
on coast. Outlook similar.

Dutch Coast Wind, N.E. moderate. Visibility good, 
hazy. Outlook, similar.
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-inemy Intelligence.
Enemy Haval forces. (see situation report)

484

rn u  | _  x.i •  JL • -P Si ft

n • 2 Pishing vessels sunk

Explosive fountain Pens

Eight enemy war motor "boats "bearing 090° 
distance one mile course 194° from 
position CPOX 4815 (aircraft squadron 
1901/20, C. in C., Nore. 2103/20 to 
JACKAL, JAGUAR, JAVELIN)
Enemy*s course 194° 25 knots, (aircraft 
48 squadron, 1915/20) 9 enemy K.T.B's in 
C.P.O.X. 4915 (520 49'E" 40 1 5 ’E) at 1900 
attacked at 1950 "by aircraft damage to 
H.T.B's not known. (a .C.H. o. Chatham 
2250/20) See also Air.
At 0300/20 sank 2 Danish fishing vessels 
in 54° 8 ’H  3°35*E. Rising sea and lack 
of accomodation prevented action against 
5 others later. Fishermen have informa
tion of Kattegat operation. Have 7 men 
1 dog on hoard. (SPEAHPISK 1135/20) your 
1435/20 hoat3 were fishing in Xukden 7 
8/4-27/4 down to 56° 30 fN. Some 
apparent knowledge over this period of 
German minefields etc. (SPEARFI3H 1803/ 
2 0 )
Commander of provi.ce of Antwerp states 
Germans dropping "by parachute fountain 
pend containing detonator \'ith explosive. 
Detonator explodes when cap of pen is 
taken off (C. in C., Bore, 1614/20)
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north Atlantic.
French Positions Convoys and patrols. (D.C., 0105/20) 

- -y 0308/19. Patrol A.H. has beenPortugese Patrol
abolished. A.P. and A.J. have been 
extended as follows^ A.F. between 44°
U and 40° 30*N. A.J. between 37° N and 
40° 1 5 ’N. Longitudes remain unchanged. 
(D.C., 1327/207
South Atlantic
Ay 1051/19. D.F. bearings at 1200 ^one 
X.I. today/hndicate possibility of' 
suspected^being to eastwards of

being in South Atlantic it is considered 
that possibility of distress messages 
being received and so retransmitted to 
a Naval Authority will be increased 
very considerable if continuous watch 
can be maintained on 500 Kcs at 
Ascension. Experience in the case of 
NEWTON LEECH proves possibility of 
SCIENTIST having sent out raider report 
which has not been received by a shore 
station. (C. in C., S.A. 1921/20 to 
Admi ralty)

broadcasts which are continuing in plain 
language. (N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1515/20)
mediterranean._ _
5 D.W.I. Wellington aircraft flying to 
Eqypt via Aalta should arrive 23/5, for 
employment magnetic mine sweeping of 
Suez canal and Alexandria. (D.S.I1., 
1946/20)

KANDAHAR, KHARTOUM, NUBIAN, 38N, 5 E, to 
Malta. WISHART* DOUGLAS, 37 N 12E., 
escorting ORONSAY to Halta. DRAGON 
left Alexandria 16/5 (D.C., 0754/20) ($0  
3.N.L.O. Earceau)

block Suez Canal with old warships 
before declaring war. Same source also 
reports AIRAGLIA arriving Suez. 23rd or 
24th Lay with excuse carrying aircraft to
East Africa. (B. .L.O. Aarceau to Adt . 
1850/20)

% position given. (C. in C., S.A. 2141/20)
Can decision be given on my 218/1190 of 
20/12/39. With possibility of a raider

Re ascension keening 
continuous .i/T watch.

'Weather Reports Suggesting coding of Aadagascar weather

movements.

French Consul Trieste received anonymous 
letter stating Italian intention to

8UPPLEMEN-
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Tanker Sailings A.M. 2016/16, sailings westbound from
Port Said, Alexandria, Haifa and Cyprus. 
Sailings westward of tankers from 
Tripoli have also been stopped. (C. in 
C., Med. 0701/20)

Crete A.C.N.S. (A) Will arrange with C. in C.,
Med. for one submarine to patrol off 
Suda Bay to forestall any Italian 
occupation. (il.S.M. )

Italian Warships Report from Imperial Airways pilot (A.I)
Italian cruiser TARANTO spent 4 days 
loading mines. 2 merchant ships from 
Triestebeing fitted out as minesweepers 
with paravanes and a gun forward and aft 
Radio station which normally broadcasts 
weather reports every 3 hours off the 
air 19/5. Italian explanation "Struck 
by lightning" proved untrue. (G.O.I., 
Alexandria, 1847/20)
Yugo Slav General Staff states (a) 19/5 
one Italian destroyer and 2 tugs, each 
towing a monitor arrived at Zara (A.N.A. 
Belgrade 1300/20)
East Indies

Tankers A.M. 0010/20. Northbound chartered
tankers are to be kept at Aden for the 
present, but if your information should 
indicate that situation is becoming 
critical they are to be sailed for 
Bombay without further orders. (C. in C. 
E.I. to N.O.I.C., Aden, 0856Z/20)
America & West Indies.

Degaussing Your 1330/17. Delay up to 6 days
acceptable. Preference should be given 
to ships bound for London or East Coast 
U.K. ports. Tankers must not be de
gaussed -when loaded. (D.T.D. , 1326/20 to 
C. in C., A.W.I.)

T.C. 5 & T.C. 6. R.A. 3 ‘s 1842/17 REVENGE alone is con-
J sidered sufficient escort for T.C. 5

and REVENGE and EMERALD for T.C. 6 . 
Request report whether the forces now at 
your disposal for convoy escort duties 
are adequate. Assume you regard all 
A.K.C.I’s now allocated to Halifax and 
Bermuda as one force for purpose of 
operations and refits. (D.O.D.(F) to 
C. in. C., A.W.I. 2314/20)
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AKAWA^atti-BLA. 
HORETON BAY

FOREIGN STATIONS 
China

20.5.1940,
Monday

437
Cancel ray 0359/15 ARAVA to leave r
patrol so as to arrive Hon^ l ong 27/ 
Unless situation changes, l^lTIiliLA will 
sail for natrol off Japan 29/5 and 
HOUSTON BAY arrives Bong Kong 10/6,
C. in C., China 0512/20)
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w The demolitions at Delfsyl "by the

Dutch, have blocked the entrance to the 
harbour and prevented the German ships 
inside from putting to sea. Among those 

temnorarily inrorisoned in this way are 
. the* .AUGUST BOLTER, 3665 tons,
m  Bo l  i e n h Ag e n  333Sie*s : jith'g b i , Gfe .oltb :.HOP, 3307 tons )

■S/° JEESBBK, 2804 tons, CASABLAITCA, 2313 ton:)
HOKDLICHT (?) .7ITTE1CEHD, 402S tons, 
PALERMO, 1461 tons, THI.jLBEK, 1883 tons 
Y/OLPGAIIG L.M. HUSS (?) ZEUS, 2500 tons. 
(D.S. 21/5)
South Atlantic

HUDOLP .YLBREGHT Hy 1157/18, RUDOLF aLBRECHT arrived
Teneriffe 18/5. (C. in C., S.A., 1011/20

TAUHEKFBLS ) 
UGiHHHHHC ) 

JHJ.iriS )
~ 3 E LHIOHGA )

Bast Indies
Admiralty 1312/11 KAITCHI reports 
lAHHENPELS and another ship almost 
certainly UCKERMAEK plainly visible at 
xvismaya. now has buff panel
2 vessels resembling AS1(ARI and KIOITGA 
also seen. (C. in G., E.I., 0441/20)

*



Wajr Diary. 20.5.1940
Aonday

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN ,-ltD AIAIIIG 4 8 9
LA 3 IDYLLS missed.

1600

1655

1600

^ Enemy submarine fired 2 torpedoes at 
her 0150 both missed. Ay oosition 53° 
23'H 3° 51 lE (Li SI3SLLE 0l27/20) It 
was A1ITI0PE who attacked LA SIB#LuE, 
see submarines attacked)
Submarines reported
52°52 *., 01° 37‘E, 12 E by 3 fromCre„er
^-.ve-ifby A03ELLARY (ROSEAARY 1600/20) see 
submarines attacked. Unreliable (C. in 
C., Portsmouth 2000/20)
58° 00 *11, 10° OO’V/. possible periscooe 
reported by A.M.C. S CDT 30 U1T (doubtful^ 
I.G. 0456/40) (SCOTSTOUlf 1635/20, 1700/2(
50° 4 4 *5 o°10*E 3'WBeachy Head, air
craft report. Hunt unsuccessful (i.C. 
0457/40)

Estimated Dispositions 2 or possibly 3 U-Boats off V/ and II.W. 
Ireland southbound. Possibly 1 near 
Uorth Channel D.D.I.C. 1205/20)

0900

1915

0055

Submarines attacked.
By aircraft position 580 l'K 10 5 8 it 
level bombs, hits not estimated. (i*ir 
craft 233 Sqdn., 0900/20) Amend 
position to 57° 12’N 10 5 2 *17. Submarine 
now considered friendly. (C. in 0., 
Rosyth, 1030/20)

^ROSEMARY and E2TCHA1TTRES3 attacked a 
suspected enemy submarine off Beachy 
Head. Oil and bubbles appeared and 
search being continued. (C. in C. , 
1721/20 EITCILJTTRESS 2215/20) Contact 
now established, non sub (ENCHAITTRE3S 
0705/21) see submarines reported.

^LA SIBYLLE 0127. Pired 3 torpedoes at 
supposed U-Boat 0055 53° 23*N 3° 44 *E 
after hunting for 6 hours (AITTIOPE (S/L) 
0320/20) (This was LA SIBYLLE)
Ay 2209 contact now definitely 
established as shoal of fish (GRIASBY 
0019/21) (probably refers to 1915 above)
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Low Countries and_ France
German thrust continues to he directed 
towards the sea with a view to cutting lines 
of communication of -̂ SLlied forces north of 
the hreal-c through. Enemy aircraft active 
along the coast between flushing and Staples.
9 Enemy M.T.B's we re sighted and attacked 
by our aircraft off the coast of Holland at 
1915.

The Blockships for Ostend and Aeebrugge are 
still being held at short notice (D.cVn .S.
22 May)
Ln unknown ship was sunk by a mine outside 
Havre during the night 20/21, and an oiler 
was sunk in the Dunkirk area. The Port of 
Havre is closed.
NORWAY
The G.O.C.,L.„.^.P. reports that he cannot 
hold himself responsible for the safety of 
his force if it is reduced as suggested by 
the War Office, and the enemy e::/ercises his 
undoubted ability to attack. If H.M. Govt, 
decide that Northern Norway must continue to 
be held with diminished resources laid dov.n 
then he will make every effort; but he cannot 
pretend there is any reasonable certainty of 
his being able to achieve the object given 
him in his instructions. The morale of both 
the Naval and Military forces is being steadi
ly undermined by Sherman air superiority and 
is causing anxiety. The air forces envisaged 
are insufficient, whilst the A.A. artillery 
which the War Office propose to supply 
amounts to only one third of the original 
estimate prepared by the General Staff and 
and less than half of General - JScchinlek' s con
sidered demand. (N.W.E.P, G .136 21/5 to W.O.)
Swedish Minister in Berlin on 18/5 was pre
sented by Ribbentrop with further strongly 
worded demands to allow sealed consignments 
of food for German forces at Narvik to pass 
through Sweden. This has been met by 
obstinate refusal. (D.H.I., 0027/21)
The Gladiators having flown off PURIOUS, all 
three carriers are going south from the 
Narvik area. GLORIOUS will fuel and return 
to fly off her Hurricanes. (M.S.M. )
During the night 20/2lst two store-ships were

lost/
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Norway, Gontd.
lost by bombing in the Narvik ares;
PENBRONE COAST with petrol was set on fire 
and BALTEAKO was holed on waterline and 
beached. Between 20 and 30 M J ' s  in Karstad 
anchorage are being frequently bombed. 
(D.C.N.S. 22 Nay)
Iceland
The original party of Rail's who landed in 
Iceland and have since been relieved by troops 
left Reykjavik for the Clyde at 2200/21 in 
PRANCONIA and LANCESTRIA with two destroyers 
and the damaged GUARDIAN.
British Air Activity
Bad weather delayed air patrols of C.C. in 
Northern area till late p.m./21 when all 
normal patrols were flown. .«I1 southern 
patrols were flown; and many successful 
attacks were carried out by Bomber and 
Pighter Commands. Sixteen aircraft went out 
on Ninelaying operations; and the C.C. also 
attacked Stavanger and T a m e s  aerodromes.
22 aircraft attacked the oil tanks at Rotter
dam during the night 20/21 and estimated that 
15 hits were obtained.
Enemy Air Activity
There has been a marked increase of transport 
aircraft to Baltic stations; and two aircraft 
from a reconnaissance unit of the High 
Command were operating at Putnitz on the 
Baltic coast. The total confirmed German 

aircraft losses up to anr.inclucing 20th 
Nay are J56, not including any brought down 
by B.A.P.P. during past three days. (Air 
Minis try to LI.Q,s 1800/21)
U-Boats
There are now several U boats at sea whose 
destinations and objectives cannot be con
fidently estimated, but important 
developments may be pending.
A Swedish vessel of 5000 tons was torpedoed 
after due warning off the Hebrides early on 
19/5 and her master has reported that the 
U-boat concerned was of 750 tons, appeared to 
be brand new, and that it went off to the S.V/J
Two or possibly 3 U boats are known to be wes 
of Iceland proceeding south.
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Italian Situation

Italy continues to 
incre as c her state of 
preparedness

Signor Mussolini has replied to President 
Roosevelt's latest message that latter as 
realist must understand two fundamental
fa^ts. 1. Italy is and intends to remain
absent when fate of Europe is at stake.
During last 48 hours it is considered that 
liklihood of Italy entering war has in
creased, hut cannot he regarded as certainty. 
Appears unlikely she will take any action for 
next five days. (D.N.I ., 0027/21;
The Admiralty have instructed C. in , Lied, 
to institute a submatine patrol off (Jrete

G. in C., A & .7.1. envisages the possibility 
that Italian submarines and disguised 
raiders may commence to operate before any 
declaration of war.

allied with Germany. 2. She cannot remain

to forestall any attempted landing.
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HOKE COliLANDS
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4 0 3

Patrol off Aldeburgh

Patrol off Pirth of 
Eorth

L JLfTEA
a k l t h u s a

PROTECTOR

VENOMOUS

3.10. Submarines

Precautions I
Por tlie present 2 destroyers are to patrol 
near -fLdeburgh Light Ploat being relieved ] 
every 24 hours (C. in C., Nore 1239/21) I
Destroyer patrol established between 54 and ! 
54BBuoy (C. in C., Rosyth 2152/21) I
C. in C., Rosyth 1851/603 of 15/5 and 
Admiralty 0221/8/5 (summary of experience I 
against aircraft in Norway! strongly ui;ge ] 
that A/A practice facilities may be im- j
proved so that advantage may be taken of |
summer months. (0. in C., H.P. 1612/21) I
movements. I
To sail f %  Humber not later than a.m./22 I 
(C. in C., Nore 1212/21)
To leave Plymouth for Gibraltar a.m./28 I
(C. in C., Rosyth 1039/21) I
Sail 3 destroyers for Dover to be placed I
under orders of V.A. Dover, temporarily I
(D.O.D. (H) 1444/21.to C. in C., Nore)
Sailed (from Sangatte) with refugees and I
stores (VENOMOUS 1430/21, 1500/21, N.O.I.C. 
Dover 1432/21) j
VILY, Y/INDSOR proceed to Dover (C. in C., I 
Nore 1539/21 to P.0. Humber) I
10th Plotilla and JULES VEltNE to go to I
Dundee. Obvious difficulties in operating I 
three flotillas from Rosyth. (S.3, 1213/21) I
Operation X.D.
LIy 2312/20 Parties are to be at immediate 
notice for leaving Chatham. (D.O.D.(E) 1510/ 
21) Ky 1310/21 Parties are to be at 2 hours 
notice (D.O.D.(H) 1910/21)
Operation Lyster.
Do not wait for me, can catch you up. Gan 
anchor but cannot weigh (TSARI3EAS 0950/21 
to VEGA)
2 H.T.B's to join VEGA now anchored at Prince 
Channel and act under orders of P.O.D.E. 
maximum fuel to be carried but not torpedoes ; 
or depth charges (C. in C., Nore 1019/23 to 
N.O.I.C. Harwich)
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Test of Results
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HOLE COLL AMDS I U
Operation Lvster Contd.

further Cables to be 
cut

Tugs for B.O.D.E. (C C R T 1106/21) concur 
with proposals in your 0400 Ll.T.B’s have 
been detailed (C. in C., Nore 1210/21 to
P.O.D.E.,VEGA)
Expect to arrive IT. Goodwin 1500 (P.O.D.E. 
1323/21)
Return to anchoage and be at 4 hours notice. 
(C. in C., No re" 1330/21 to P.O.D.E.)
All ships of forces D and E weigh at daylight 
22/5 and proceed to anchor at Great Nore 
(C. in C., Nore 2010/21)
Operation DP. If possible, arrange for two 
motor boats at Os tend only to meet ships as 
they approach harbour for landing shore 
demolition parties. (D.T.S., to Dunkir&he 
to pass to Comdr. Peterson, 1355/21)
Operation Quixote
Group C completed and arrived Yarmouth 0130/
21 (JACKAL 0130/21)
Request search may be made for HECTOR if not 
already located (JACKALp305/21)

m /v HECTOR approaching Yarmouth (N.O.I.C. Yar
mouth 0603/21)
Prom N.O.I.C. Yarmouth's test appears to 
show that all cables are cut except Baiton 
Borkum No 2 and Lowestoft Borkum 1Great 
Yarmouth 1515/21)
ALERT to cut Dumpton Gap-Borkum cable about 
10 miles to seaward as soon as possible.
(D A/S W 2018/21)
It has been decided to cut the following 
cables using yJIXu&rJ trawlers at It- [G ? u . i n o f e  I
Lowestoft to Zandvoort- one 
B enaem to Zandvoort- 2 
Aldeburgh to Doneburg - 4
(D V S  W 2140/21) SV3.
Return to Harwich (C. in C., Bore 1223/21 to 
JACKAL, JAVELIN, JAGUAR)
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U)  2* attaok by an o w  lUSeB's la report ad 
or *qp*otod 0* in CM  iiore will t>voko signal 
* carry out operation liuntu?* followed If 
possible by position*
(3)-(4) Arraarcaments* (o) -otiem to bo token 
by destroyers, corvettes, trawlers, reserve 
turn, lUZ.B's. (C* In C., 2ioro 1546/21}
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Northern ^-orts

Troors and ^nti tank 
p:uns for Boulogne

■Demolitions at 
Ostend <L ZeeDrugge

Refugees

Richter Patrols over 
French Ports

British Petrol Stock 
destroyed

Gladiators

SOUTKTu J? TON

21.5.1940
Tuesday

Operations-Low Countries & France.*
*.. ....... .... ~~4c\3

In event of serious damage to the Northern 
ports it might become essential to land 
supplied on the beach. Please give prepara
tions for this your immediate and serious 
consideration in conjunction with Adty. and 
W.O. Labour and special craft ?/ould be re
quired (P.S.T.O. French Ports 1555/21 to 
D of S.T., Lin. of Shipping)
All C.B’s destroyed by fire in emergency. 
(N.C.S.O. Dieppe 2055/21)
Request you will detail a destroyer to 
transport 8 arq/T-tank guns, 100 men and 
1200 round of ammunition to Boulogne. Len 
and guns are already at Dover, but 
ammunition will not arrive before 1400.
D.O.D. (H) 1144/21)
French military mission state they do not 
propose to carry out demolitions at Ostend 
and Zeebrugge at present. Vital importance 
of these ports at present. (No 9(l.ecdAa,m )  
Military Mission H.1T. 102 2045/21)
Sailed with approx. 200 refugees and stores. 
Expect to arrive Dover 1536. (VENOMOUS, 1430/ 
2ll Are refugees on board? (N.O.I.C. Dover, 
1447/21) Your 1447, all refugees, also crew 
and stores from Sangatte on board.
(VENOMOUS, 1500/21)
Consider that if present transport operations 
are to be carried out with any success it is 
a vital necessity that continuous fighter 
patrols should be maintained over Calais, 
Boulogne and Dunkirk in daylight for the 
present in order that these ports may be 
kept open (V.A. Dover, 1505, 1614/21)
Operations ̂ Norway
Result of this evening’s raid. PEMBROKE 
COAST on fire with petrol still on board, 
total loss. Oil wharves burning.
BALTEAKQ holed waterline and beached. (R.A., 
Narvik, 0145/21)
Your 2L50 and 0434/21. Gladiators arrived 
Weather conditions now unsuitable (F.O. 
Narvik, 0901/21)
To proceed to Narvik area (C.  in C., H.F. 
1045/21) (To replace AURORA, ENTERPRISE)
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Norwegian Gold

Possibility of 
enemy enpediti 
force
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HOLE COi V X !D 3

Operations ANorwayt Contd.
Asking for 6 to be sent to R.A. Narvik (D.N. 
0. 1130/21 to C. in C.. Rosyth) Suspend 
action (D.N.O. 1919/2l)
To proceed to Narvik area to tow E SKILL (C. 
in C., H.P. 1206/21)
Leaving for England shortly. To embark 
Norwegian gold for passage forthwith (P.0. 
Narvik 1914/21)
To sail for Karstad as soon as possible 
owing to loss of PE1IDR0KE C0..ST (D.O.D. (H) 
2319/21)
Stop all work on sites Bodo area. Puture 
policy as regards use of Bodo for advanced 
landing area now under review. (Air Lin. 
1750/21)
Prench store ship ARLENIER is to be included 
in convoy N.S. 4. (D.O.D.(H), 1415/21)

Bergen N.O.I.C., Lerwick states information from 
Norwegian refugees from Bergen that up to 
a.m./l8 petroleum storage tanks have been 
destroyed by our aircraft as follows:
At Plorvaagpynt opposite Kvarven Lt. 6 tanks 
out of 10, At Slcaalevik 1/2 mile S.W. of 
Kvarven, a considerable number of tanks but 
figure not known.
There are storage tanks near Klampevik 85 
miles 284 degrees from Kvarven and also at 
Lillevaag 3 miles 33 degrees from Kvarven 
which have not been attacked. It is known thl 
that some of these are petrol but no details 
are available. 1314/21 Ends. (A.C.O.S. 1728/ 
2 1 )
..rrange for ENTERPRISE to embark Norwegian 
Gold for passage forthwith. (P.0. Narvik, to 
C.S.I. 1914/21)
North Norway
C.S.I. reports possibility of considerable 

nary enemy forces accompanied by U-Boats due 
N. Norway via White sea canal last week 
L-ay. Russia may aid with 14 destroyers 
24 submarines. Russian aircraft identical 
with German type frequently reconnoitring.
P.0. Narvik 1800/21)
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HOLixj COLL ADDS
Operation-ITorth Norway Cpntd.

Possibility of 
hnemy exp editionary 
Porce, ^ontd.

Part 2 of 1800. Little resistance can be 
expected by Norwegian troops. High speed 
asdic vessels and aircraft badly needed.
submarine patrols Tana, Lajsef, Por5anger 
will be established with TRUANT and 2 
Norwegian submarines when available. To 
meet threat of enemy expeditionary force 
P.O.I.C.S. requires additional 4 destroyers 
and 2 British submarines, also aircraft and 
A/A guns. (P.0. Narvik 1804/21)
Of N.P.4 to be sailed to arrive Tromso 26/5 
or 27/5 if escort available (P.0. Narvik 
2146/21)
Iceland

Yorkshire Regt., satisfactorily established 
in Seiais Niord. (DISCOVBI.Y 2 1941/21)
Your 1155/21 (SUDIN intercepted with 
British troops on board for escort in)
SUDIN is ship referred to in my 1443/20

trol off Reykjavik)

LANCASTKIA sailed for Clyde 2030 (l.D.I.C. 
Iceland, 2220/21)
Aircraft Carriers

fish left for PURIOUS 2 Gladiators 1 3v/ord- 
fish overdue. Return to Scapa. (P.O., 
Narvik, to PURIOUS, 1117/21)
re GLORIOUS 1121/20. If Gladiators not 
f1own off by 0800/21 arrange for GLORIOUS 
to refuel in northern waters (1st S.L. 
0910/21 to P.O. Narvik) Cancel my 0910/21 
(D.S.O. 1347/21)
Operation corvoleted. 16 Aircraft of 263 Sqdn 
arrived Barda»foss. 2 Gladiators and 1 
Sv/ordfish failed to arrived, missing. 
(PURIOUS, 1149/21)
Propose detaching GLORIOUS to oil from 
GREAT EHPEROR proceeding myself to Scapa 
(PURIOUS 1211/21)
Admiralty 1347/21 PURIOUS, GLORIOUS, pro
ceeding to Scapa (PURIuUS 1730/21( escort 
(V.A. (a ) 1920/21)

Troon Landing Officer and 40 men of lst/5th B11., W

llovement ©0GUARDIAN, POXHAND, HAVANT, PRANCOITIA, and

Aircraft Landed U16 Gladiators landed Bard««foss. 3 'Sword-

Requirements for aircraft carriers in near 
future. (1st. S.L. 1932/21)
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HOLE C0I3LAHDS
Operations-Submarines
Targets are likely to "be few and far between 
in zones submarines are now patrolling, Aain 
tain one River class submarine on patrol in 
area off Trondheim to Statlander (C. in C., 
H.P. 1041/21, V.A.S. 1331/21)
Your 104 e/s ifo  siticns referred to in my 
1456/17 were.made after ascertaining that 
in Admiralty’s view the most serious threat 
at the moment was possibility of seabofrne 
invasion of England.
(h) Owing to (l) recent breakdowns in Trench 
submarines, (2 ) necessity of relieving 
strain on our submarines, (3) despatch of 
TRUANT and shortly SEVERN to Tromso area the 
number of submarines in patrol areas given 
in my 1456/l7 are even now too few proper
ly to compete with threat of invasion of 
England. C.D. Proposals (V.^.S. 1332/21 to 
C. in C., H.P.)
SNAPPER, CALYPSO, SUNPISH to join convoys 
PIT 77,73,79 (C. in C., Rosyth 1026/21^208/21
Dutch Warships "
Request Dutch PLORES be lent to Nore 
Command where she should prove very useful 
in Thames Estuary. (C. in C., a..ore, 1700/' 21/
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Air.

British Air Activity

Rotterdam Oil tanks (operation 19) attacked by
22 aircraft 2330 /20 to OC50/ 2 1 . 1 5  hits 
estimated. Ho enemy aircraft opposition. 
Ho damage to our aircraft except slight
damage to one tailplane. (A.C.H.Q. Chatham
0630/ 2 1 , 0500/ 2 1 ).

v/eather except escort for RESOLUTION 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 0630/ 2 1 ).

bombing attacks made and 1  aircraft got 
severe bursts of M.G. fire into leading 
M.T.B. 1 aircraft failed to return. 
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 2325/21).

Photographs confirm large number of aircra: 
probably JU.88 on Vaernes aerodrome, which 
was attacked by Hudsons on night of lb/20. 
(D.H.A.D. to V.A.A., 1631/21).

in Vaagsfiora set on fire, probably total 
loss (R.A. Harvik, 0145/21).

night of May 21-22. Anchored six miles off 
Dungeness. (H. Foreland Radio, 0243/22).

Air searches a 11 air searches postponed ov;ing to

I... T . Bs 
Attacked

9 M.T.Bs in position 5^*49 H., 4:15 E. 
attacked by 3 aircraft at 19 15 * 2 dive

Enemy Air activity

PEMBROKE COAST 625 tons, attacked during night of 20-21/5

VENOMOUS Bombed, Calais Harbour (VENOMOUS 1422/21).

BURKE Bombed 180 N. Foreland (BURKE 1916/21).

BELGRAVIAN British, 3 13 6  tons, severely bombed during

a



h o m e c o m m a n d s .

s o o

M ar D ia r y

r.c.i.c.
Iceland.

FIRTH FI3IUR 
sunk.

MAVIS.

KUBBM^ST (

Lori. g e t .

FREIDIG.

BELGRAVIAN.

BAWTRY

- Iceland. Operation Fork.

Report on assuming charge etc. 17-21/5/40. 
1,101262/40.

Bombed and sunk in Boulogne Harbour, 7 of 
crew missing, Ship bombed armed ohipo and 
sank in 30 seconds, Survivors picked up 
by S.S. SPARTA. No assistance from French. 
(Interview with Master - no number)
Bombed 20/5 off Calais. Interview with Chief 
Officer. (T.D. Shipping Casualties Section,
23 May 1940). u-ivy./—
British, ^872 tons, bombed alongside pier at 
Dieppe 0830/ 2 1 , believed sunk ^settling when
abandoned). Chief Engineer, 1 seaman and 1 
fireman missing: 3 slightly wounded. Crew of 
12, (11 British, 1 Norse) 9 arrived Southampton 
from Havre (ID Form A.A.) Report of loss M. 
010077/40)
Contraband control guardship. Attacked 2338/21 
by enemy a/c. Slight damage (M.010196/40;

Norwegian attacked by a/c 11 miles E. Crfordness 
2330/21. Vessel damaged, but not abandoned. No 
hits but near misses (Attacks on I/VS by a/c)
British 3 13 6  tons, Attacked by a/c loOG/21 
while waiting for pilot outside Boulogne. Lewis 
gun fired. Bren gun jammed Machine-gunned, 
hit by bullets. 3r<i Engineer injured. (Attacks 
on M/Vs by a/C)

Bombed and sunk at Dunkirk 21/5. Interview 
with Master. (T.D.Shipping Casualties section,
23 May 19U0).
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HOME COMMANDS

21.5.4-0.
Tue sday.

Air.

MAVIS British (935 tons) was bombed and sunk
20/5 off Calais. Master w., 4 crew k. 

^Enemy air activity 2 0 0 0 /2 0  to 2 0 0 0 /2 1 .

A/3 trav/lers )
LADY PHILOMELA, ) Bombed and damaged by near misses. 
KINGSTON OLIVINE)

Other A/S trawlers bombed on patrol but undamaged.

R.F.A. BERTA) Bombed off Beachy Head, undamaged. 
BATAVIfiKlI )
(refugee ship)

BURKE

VENOMOUS

KEITH 

GREY MIST 

WILD SWAN

Bombed off N. Foreland and bombs dropped 
in Downs anchorage.

Bombed in Calais.

Bombed in Dunkirk.

Bombed in Boulogne.

Bombed on N. Goodwin patrol.

Dunkirk ) Repeatedly bombed during this period.
Calais ) (V.A. Dover, 1044/22).
Boulogne)

Havre Aircraft laid 6 to 8 mines last night.
Port closed until the channel is cleared. 
No bombs dropped.Dunkirk to Boulogne 
heavily bombed last night and much German 
naval activity in Norderney area.
(B.N.L.O. Marceau 1015/21).
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Mine exploded 

Clyde

Own Minelaying

Convoys 
N.P.4, N.S.4

Ocean convoys

North Sea

Horns Reef 

Channel

W. Approaches

Coast of Nor
way, 60-65 N.

6 5 -7 0 N.

HOME COMMANDS
---------  502

Mining

Magnetic mine exploded 95° Humber Lt. V. 
18 cables 1530/21 (F.O. Humber, 1904/21).

Reinforcement of Clyde sweepers essential 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 2234/21).

Six mines laid off Ems by C.C. last night 
(M.S.M., 22/5).

Shipping

Not to sail until further orders. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1836/21).

Positions (D.C. 1915/21)•

Weather

Wind Weather Visibility
N.E. or IT., Rain & fog Generally moaer-
light to moderate patches in ate, poor in fog. 
fresh locally. North, cloudy

elsewhere.
N.N.E. moderate 
or fresh.

Cloudy with Moderate to 
occasional good, 
rain.

• E . or 1Li. 
light to 
moderate.

Fine to 
cloudy.

Generally good

E.N.E. light 
to moderate.

Fine. Good.

N.E., light to Cloudy, fog Mainly good
moderate. patches in except for

South. fog patches.

W. moderate to Rain or Moderate.
fresh, strong 
locally.

showers.
Fog Patches.

Poor in fog.
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shi2

HOME COMMANDS 21.5.40.
Tuesday.

Enemy Intelligence

One enemy M.T.B. reported 18* West of 
Yjmuiden at 0420/21 and six others 14* 
West of Texel at 0430/21. (I.C. 0456/40).
3 Hudsons to attack (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 
0425/21). (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, o6l7/21).
9 M.T.Bs in position CPOK 491£ at 1 9 15/ 2 1 , 
attacked by aircraft (see air).

Aircraft reported tv/o destroyers app. 10 
miles 342° from Noraerney at 0217/21 
(I.C. 0456/40).

Fishing vessels known to be German have 
been sighted in Zone A2, A3, and A5, with 
word DANMARK painted in white on side,
2 triangular white sails, 2 masts, 
wireless aerial, wheelhouse aft. (V.A.S. 
0052/ 2 1 ).

B.N.L.O., Dunkirk reports French destroyer 
SIROCtyG sighted M.T.B. believed to be 
German N.N.W. of Mardyck last night.
Later a German torpedo was washed up at 
Uty&n Plage, may have been fired by M.T.B. 
details of torpedo. (V.A. Dover, 1122/21).

Miscellaneous

Examination service has been commenced at 
Dundee pm/21. (N.C.I.C., Dundee, 16 58/ 2 1 ).

Dutch recognition signaSd are to be treated 
as suspect. (N.O.I.C. Harwich, 1905/21).

For consideration of K.M. Govt. My 1016/20. 
Cotton or other material fluff used as cloud 
would clog air intake filter of enemy’s 
tanks if so fitted and so stop engines. 
Carborundum addition to cotton cloud 
necessary to prevent enemy discarding filter 
under penalty of carborundum entering 
cylinders. (N.C.S.O. Tampico, 1033/21).

Reoorted by KINGSTON ONYX off Glettinganes. 
Chased by CIRCASSIA, KINGSTON TURQUOISE. 
Disappeared in fog (KINGSTON OiYX 1100/21, 
CIRCASSIA III5/ 2 1 ).
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

21.5.40. 
Tuesday.

MALCOLM

VAUSITTART

Home Commands 504
To sail for Portsmouth to make good minor 
damage caused by bomb (V.A. Dover, 1201/21).
Damage from bombing. Suggest repair and 
refit concurrently (R.A.CD) 1936/21).

PROCYON Which struck a mine while on passage from 
Gotenburg to Baltic has put into Trelleborg 
for repairs.

Foreign Stations

RAHILLIES Condition is such that refit and docking 
are essential. Intend to undertake this 
forthwith at Alexandria. (C. in C., Med., 
1 6 13/ 2 1 ).
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FOREIGN STATIONS

21.5.40.
Tuesday.

505
North Atlantic

Sail one A.M.C. of group 7 to Azores as soon 
as possible. To be capable of remaining 
in area for some days. Further instructions 
will follow. (A.C.N.S. (A) 1411/21 to 
F.O.C.N.A.).
Detain Dutch tankers entering Medit. 
en route for Italy pending aecision of 
Dutch Govt. (D.T.D. 2 3 1 3 / 2 1 to C.O.C.N.A.).

South Atlantic

Adty. 1545/20. Ship using call sign JEGD 
heard at 2020/11/5 bearing 3^5° from Cape 
Point. At this time Japanese JEGD (ARABIA 
MARU) was on passage from Port Elizabeth 
to Capetown. Possibility of transmission 
emanating from enemy vessel N.W. Cape Point 
has been accepted. (C. in C., 3.A. 1135/21).

Mediterranean

Asking if he can spare any C and D class 
cruisers in view of cruiser reinforcements 
coming from E.I. station, as troop move
ments in Atlantic and Indian Oceans leave 
little except A.M.Cs for cruiser and anti
raider duties. (1st S.L. to C. in C.,
Med., 0911/21).

Present position in Eastern Mediterranean. 
(C. in C., Med. 1219/21).

To be institiuted now, although there 
is no appreciable change in situation. 
(1st S.L. 0106/21 to C. in C., Med.).

Telegram No.1175. Failing receipt of 
instructions to contrary I am carrying 
out usual aide contraband control procedure 
with Italian OCEANIA now in harbour and any 
others that may arrive. (C.C.S.C., Gib., 
1145/21). Approved (D.E.W.D. 1511/21).



War Diary 21.5.40.
Tuesday.
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Mediterranean (contd.) 506
Suez Canal.
Possible
Blocking.

Italian
'ankers

MIRAGLIA

Route ins: of 
Shipping

A report, low graded, received that when 
Italian seaplane carrier MIRAGLIA passes 
through the Canal on or about 25/5 en 
route for Massawa she may endeavour to 
scuttle ship and block Canal. Difficult 
with present state of tension to delay 
a warship. Can you suggest any reason for 
temporarily delaying her passage, or if 
this is not possible, any means for 
preventing her blocking canal should she 
endeavour to do so. (1st S.L., to C. in C. 
Med., 2342/21).

To avoid diversion of tankers carrying oil 
for Italian Govt, from Black Sea ports, 
H.M. Ambassador, Rome, will in future 
inform you direct of dates of sailing 
and relevant particulars so that you may 
instruct patrols to pass ships subject 

y identification. As we reserve right als 
to verify cargoes, request you will perio 
ically order this to be done at sea. 
(D.E.W.D., 1854/21, to C. in C., Med.).

Aircraft-carrier UlRAGLlfl left this 
afternoon. Present complement said to 
be thirty planes. (Consul, Tripoli, 
1945/21).

Summary of instructions now in force regard
ing British and Norwegian shipping which 
would normally proceed into or through 
Mediterranean.
(a) All westbound through Medit. traffic 
to be routed via Cape except ships with 
Medit. cargoes which are to proceed to 
Mombasa for orders or will be held at 
Colombo.
(b) Tankers arriving Abadan to load are 
to be routed to U.K. via Cape.
(c) Northbound tankers on Adty. charter 
at Aden 20/5 proceed Suez.
(d) Southbound shipping at Suez 20/5 
continue voyage.
(e) Westbound shipping in Egypt, Syria, 
Palestine, Cyprus to be held pending further 
orders.
(f) Eastbound shipping at or arriving at 
Gib. to be held. (D.T.D. 1603/21).
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FOREIGN STATIONS $07

Aircraft over
Egypt

1 w

Mediterranean (contd.)

Egyptian Govt, have informed Italian 
Legation that instructions>/issued by the 
Military Authorities/jio foreign military 
aircraftfallowed to fly over Egypt or the 
Sudan until further orders and have made 
it clear that this applies to all flights 
including those already sanctioned, and 
public notice issued that aircraft flying 
over prohibited zones will be fired at 
with live ammunition, after one warning shot. 
R.A. Alexandria is being kept informed by 
H.M. Representative, Cairo, of above 
arrangements, and also about methods of 
control of civil aircraft. (Hd. of M., 1830/21)

East Indies

Kismaytt Patrol Orders for CARTHAGE, RANCHI (C. in C., E.I.
08462/21).

Routeing of Your 0 80 8/17 approved (D.T.D. 2106/21 to 
ships via C. ihC., E.I.).
Cape of Good Hope

Operation
Orders

East Indies Operational Orders 3> 4, and 6 
are in force adapted to suit force available. 
(C. in C.j E.I., 1858/21) Amendments 
(C. in C., E.I. 0759Z/21).

DCRYSSA Tanker with Adty. cargo. Sailed for Suez 
1430Z/21. Another (corrupt groups) sailed 
0 7252/ 2 1 ).

America & West Indies

Bermuda
Convoys

Concur N.S.H.^. Ottawa's 1506/20. Starting 
with B H X 46, ships in Bermuda Convoy 
section will always be given an odd number 
of miles to starboard of standard route.
(C. in C., A.W.I., 2132/21).

Italian
Fishing

British Vice-Consul, Saint Pierre, reports 
3 Italian fishing vessels normally operating 
Newfoundland Bank instructed to abandon 
fishing and return to Italy immediately, 
arriving there before June 1 5 . (N.S.H.Q.,
Ottawa, 0957/21).
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508Understand 8 British battalions leaving 
Bombay about 2/6 for U.K. in convoy of 6 
ships. If situation not improved intend 
to route by Cape. 2 A.Ii.C's and KEKT can 
be made available for escort, but this would 
leave only 1 British and 1 French AMC for 
irottction of allied Shipping and other ,
duties in Indian Ocean (C. in C. EI-1314S/21)
(I ) He emergency convoys hich might be 
required during critical period or very early 
stages of war to clear Aden or Suez of shipping,! 
see my 14^7/19 and 1429/19.
(II) If no convoys are run until after 
CARLISLE, sloops and destroyer flotilla have 
arrived GLOUCESTER, LEATHER can be better spared 
but only 1 cruiser will be available for 
protection of any allied shipping and rounding 
up of any Italian ships which may be in Red
Sea and Gilf of den when war with Italy breaks 
out. The second cruiser must be retained on 
Perin patrol (C. in C. E l  10292/21)
Your C727(?)/19 and 14al/19 and Admiralty 0035/lb. It is not intended to send any further 
destroyers to Red Sea other than 29th Division 
dest. oyers (C. in C. Led.l6c7/21 to C. in C.
El)
America and est Indies.
In event of H.M. ships being ordered to 
commence hostilities against Italy Canadian 
Government have approved this order being 
immediately applicable to H.U.C. ships.
(C.h.S. of Canada 1203/^1)
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509
America and West Indies (Contd.)

Danish Your 1302/18. Interference at Gib. with
Seamen Danish seamen ex S.S. ERRIA returning

home on CONTE DI SAVOIA is very improbable, 
but it is not our policy to issue safe 
conducts. If Master of ERRIA will not sail 
for Vancouver without an express guarantee 
for these men, then in this instance 
guarantee is to be given. (Hd. of M . , 
to N.S.K.Q., Ottawa, 1552/21).

VAN KINSBERGEN Dutch cruiser. Future employment (A.C.N.S.(A)
2340/21).

Italian Sub- Italian situation very serious. Possibly 
marine menace Italian submarines may commence to operate

before declaration of war. Italy possesses 
some submarines of large endurance which 
may appear in West Atlantic and attack by 
disguised raiders in this area must also 
be regarded as possible. Utmost vigilance 
should be exercised. (C. in C., A.W.I., 
to R.A .3 B.S., etc., 1129/16, repeated to 
Adty. for information, 21/5).

REVENGE Adty. 1326/21. In these circumstances,
arrival June 6 will suffice. N.O.I.C. 
Greenock is requested to inform REVENGE. 
(F.0.3 B.S., to Adty., 1441/21).

Australia

Italian Reporting intercepted radio signals to
Shipping Italian merchant ships CONTE ROSSO, CHISONE

and ALMERIA. (D.N.I., Melbourne, 0901Z/21).
ALGERIA l/KE£ ?
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510

WARTBURQ 900 G.T. 300 cases of arms shipped in her
from Stettin to Tallin 18 May. (I.C. 0458/40)

FALKEITELS 6320 G.T. Baltic to Travemunde. Instructed
0 8 2 5 /2 1 to report time of arrival.
(I.C. 0458/40).

! * AUGUST BOLTEN
BOLTElCKAGEN
CASABLANCA
<JE RoSLK
NORDLICHT
PALERMO
THIELBEK
WITTEKIND
WOLFGANG L.M.
ZEUS

3665 G.T. )
3335 G.T. )
2 3 1 3 G.T. 0/w )
2900 G.T. )
possibly a lighter) 
1461 G.T. )
I883/G.T. )
4029 G.T. )

RUSS 3750 G.T. )
2500 G.T. )

These ships are reported 
shut in at Delfzyl by 
the blocking operations 
carried out there by 
the Dutch on 10th May. 
(I.C. 0458/40).

Mediterranean

NORBURG Arrived Galatz 20/5 (I.C. 0458/40).

CORDELIA)
DELOS ) Were at Batura on 19/5 (I.C. 0458/40).
YALOVA )

America & West Indies

RHAK.OTI3 6753 G.T., which sailed Callao l6/5 was
reported by Dutch ship SOCRATES at 1400/21 
in approx. 23° S. 7G:3° W. estimated course 
l6o° speed 10 knots. (I.C. 0458/40).
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Ships Attacked
— ......  S 1 1British (574 tons) Sunk hy magnetic mines 

east of Boulogne - ier Head within -£■ mile 
of land at 1840. Rescue ship ss SPARTA 
Bombed. Raster and 5 others saved,
5 survivors landed Beal. (N.O.I.C., Ramsgate, 
0640/22, 0903/22)
Prench naval tanker, sunk off Dunkirk 
(? mined) while making for the Downs shortly 
after midni ht 20/21/5. Seven men missing 
from crew of 114. Said to have had a cargo 
of about 5,000 tons on board. (D.S.)

0724

0250

Azores

0724

Submarinea Reported
50° 4 4 *H., 00°10*E, 3 m W from Beachy Head 
reported by D/C.
Icelandic trawler reports sighted submarine 
on surface off Adalvyk steering S.E.
(grading B 4) 1T.0.I.C. Iceland, 2007/21 
later report of unidentified submarine was 
sighted by reliable fishermen in 66° 25*11 
25° 2 0 *W at about 0300/21. Steering 3.W. no 
markings observed and it subsic^uently sub
merged. (N.O.I.C. Iceland 2254/22)
21/5, time unknown, coast v/atcher San 
iliguel sighted submarine submerged but 
showing one metre of periscope. Outline 
of submerged submarine going east was 
sighted from Peiteiras in South Island.
(A.O.) (Lisbon, 1745/21)
52° 52*H 1 ° 3 7 *E. 108° Cromer 12° Sighted
by aircraft in a Q,.Z area (IC 0457/40)
(A/C 206 Sqdn., 0724/21) JACKAL ordered 
to hunt. (C. in C., No re, 0808/21) Cancel mjt 
0808 (C. in C., Lore 0820)

Estimate dispositions ilajority of U boats appear to be still in
harbour but are available for operations. 
Two or three off Ireland. Possibly one in 
Channel. (D.D.I.C, 1412/21)
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East Coast 

French Ports

Boulogne

Calais

Dunkirk

French coast 
general

German Naval
Movements

76 Naval 6" guns are "being provided for East 
Coast defences, but there are no defences in 
Eire.

General Brownrigg and V.A. Dover will co-ordinate 
Dunkirk, Calais and Boulogne with%a view to 
disposing military forces to best advantage.

Two battalions Irish Guards and an anti-tank 
battery successfully landed at Boulogne A.M.
22nd.
VENBMOUS with 200 refugees, mostly women and 
children, escorted MONA'S QUEEN with 2000 British 
troops from France to Dover. Fighter air 
escort provided throughout. Panic reigns; 
inhabitants are streaming along the Calais road.

Situation still well in hand; but four magnetic 
mines, in pairs, have been exploded in the 
approaches. S.S. CITY OF CHRISTCHURCH has arrived 
with tanks; and WINDSOR and VENETIA are maintain
ing contact off the port.

Situation reported critical, presumably due to 
recent incessant air attacks. German column 
rej)orted near. Admiral Nord and B. N. L.O. have 
destroyed secret books, etc.

27 enemy aircraft were shot down 2 2 /5 between 
Dunkirk and Boulogne.
Sangatte Loop Station has been dismantled and

coast of Holland and minesweepers north of the 
German declared mined area.
German W/T traffic indicated considerable 
movements in the Baltic, and it is possible 
there may have been a movement of shipping from 
the Baltic to the North Sea. W/T appears also 
to have been connected with activity in the lower 
half of the Heligoland Bight. (I.C. 0459/^0}•
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Norway
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SITUATION REPORT

5Tl3
With their occupation of Mo the Germans possess 
an aerodrome from which they can increase their 
aircraft operations; and there are no decklanding 
pilots in Northern Norway who can fly Gladiators 
or Hurricanes if required.

Home Commands

British Air Activity
At 05U5 an aircraft patrol sighted eight armed 
M. V. ' s in the North Sea, and a Bomber flight
attacked them.
For the second day in succession few patrols 
were flown owing to low visibility

Enemy Air Activity
One aircraft was detected over central London 
0100/22 (D. C.N. S. 22 May).

• ^

I I
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HOME COMMANDS

Precautions

Jersey Airport Jersey Airport particularly vulnerable to bomb
attack owing to ease of apprdcjch from sea and 
weak A A. defence. Arrangements proposed. 
(R.A.N.A. S. , 1227/22).

Merchant Suggest all merchant navy ships fitted with
A/A Defence A/A guns are manned in P.L.A. areas continuously.

(Morse, 0815/22).

Portland Your 11+17/20. Home Office are being asked to
Dorset make County of Dorset a coastal prohibited zone,

as a matter of urgency. Request for Portland 
to be made protected area for aliens was made on 
May 8. (Head of N.L., to C. in C., Portsmouth,
1 1 M+/22).

Immobilisation Reference Adty. 2250/20 primary object of scheme 
of Home Ports is to deny to enemy all port facilities for

off-loading motor transport and tanks even if 
this will immobilise the port for more than 
ten days. Request you co-operate with military 
and dock authorities to prepare schemes accordingly. 
(Adty to C. in C., Rosyth 0001/22).

<
C.G. Patrols Extra C.G. patrols are operating on East coast

between War Watching Stations (D. of L. D. 1953/22).

Dundee Impracticable to sink ships in approaches to
close port. Most vulnerable. Controlled mine
field proposed (C. in C., Rosyth, 1935/22).

Moray Firth

Clyde

Unguarded aerodromes and landing grounds. 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 1839/22).

Your 1107/17. Precautions against concealed 
troops on board ships arriving. (A. C.N. S. 
203U/22 to P. 0.1. C.,Greenock.)
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Destroyer* for 
\ special duty 
\p~rui

Dover Patrols

Submarines

A/A Ships

22.5.40.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS

Movements

French Warship and Convoy positions 1200/22 
(Aaty. to C. in C., W.A. 0134/22).

ARROW, FORTUNE patrol during night on meridian 
1° W. between 58° N. and 59° N. to intercept any 
suspicious vessels including fishing vessels 
and also M.T.B.’s and U-boats. Leave patrol 
0600/23 and return to Scapa. (R.A. (D^ 1927/22).

VANQUISHER, MONTROSE proceed towards 49:30 N. ,
11:0 W. and act as striking force within
50 miles of this position (C. in C., W.A. , 1921/22

1 destroyer and 1 M.T.B. to he at i hour’s 
notice for special duty by 1700/22 (C. in C., 
Nore, 1450/22 to F.O.I.C. , Harwich).

For night 22/23 (N. O.I.C. , Harwich, 1924/22).

Positions 0600/23 (V.A.S., 1807/22, D.C., 2131/22)

Tour 1420/22. In view of possible vital need 
for A/A ships in Channel area in near future, 
request CALCUTTA’S destinaion be altered to 
Portsmouth, where she should join C.S.2 and 
be placed temporarily under orders of C. in C.
Nore, (D.O.D.(H), 1844/22). (

Operation Lamp
Operation Lamp, will be carried out as ordered 
(F.0., Humber, 1555/22 to Adty.)
COD' I1TGT0N and JAGUAR will be near 53:15 N.
3:15 E. from 1800/23 to 0300/24 to act in 
support of operation concerned if required.
This operation which concerns SALMON only tatees 
place west of zone A5 between times stated.
(R.A. (S) 1721/22 to submarines on patrol).
Carry Put operation Lamp as previously arranged 
(B. A. (s) 1722/22 to SALMON).
Your 1723 (received as 1722/22) Light vessel 
concerned believed removed (SALMON 2355/22 to 
R.A. (S)).
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Orders

Orders

HOME COMMANDS

Oneration,tQuentin11 (Cutting of Cables). 5 t S

Operation Quentin; trawlers to be sailed to 
commence sweeping daylight 23/5 in accordance 
with Adty. 2140/21 and 1841/22 except that 
longitude in para. 2 (B) of 2140/21 is to be 
amended to read 1:57 E. Escort will not be 
provided but 2 destroyers will be on patrol 
near. Air co-operation asked for (C. in C., 
More, 2223/22 to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth)..

Operation XD
Parties for P and G are to be ready to embark 
at Dover 1000/23. V.A.,Dover to sail them for 
Calais and Boulogne (D.O.D.(H) 1855/22 to 
C. in C., Nore, etc.). Party E for Dunkirk 
also embark at Dover 1800/23 (D.D.O.D. 0015/23)*

Captain Danger field * s_ Operation
(7J/c.t/?/7w7 of TSwnkifik-

My 1156/20. WESTCOVE left Hull in convoy pm/21. 
GOURKO left Hull am/22. EDV: NISSEN due 
Chatham today from Gravesend (Adty. 1155/22 
to C. in C., Nore, for Capt. Dangerfield).
My 1156/20. RIVER TYNE due Plymouth pm/22.
JACOBUS and KAUPO left Tyne in convoy pm/21 (Adty. 
1156/22 to C. in C. W.A. for Capt. Dangerfield).
My 1156/20. MOYLE & EMERALD WINGS left Tyne 
in convoy pm/21. HOLLAND leaves Tyne pm/22 
(Adty. 1157/22 to C. in C., Portsmouth for 
Capt• Dangerfield).

Operation Dynamo

Pour empty Dutch coasters in Poole 200-300 
tons to be sent immediately to Southampton 
to load military supplies. Will be manned 
by naval crews and work under War Office.
As many of remainder as are in light condition^ 
will be taken over and manned by Naval crews 
and when ready placed at disposal of V. A. , 
Dover. (D.O.D(H), 1730/22 to C. in C., 
Portsmouth).

Pour..........
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Operation Dynamo (Contd.)

Pour Dutch coasters 200-300 tons in ballast 
in Port of London to be sent immediately to 
Deptford, 1730/22 (D.O.D.(H) 1704/22 to C. in C. 
Pore). The operation for vihich these ships 
are being prepared will be known as Dynamo, 
(D.O.D. (H) 1944/22).

Operations
Low Countries & Prance.

Pood for 
Refugees

S.S. MARQUIS 795 tons due Ostend day break/23 
with food for refugees (D.C. 0520/22).

Boulogne Clouds are lifting, no fighter aircraft have 
been seen for some time but may be there.
Town and jetty very congested. General is 
very anxious air protection should be adequate 
(WKITSHED 0949/22 to N.O.I.C. Dover).

Boulogne S.T.O. Boulogne, reports sky clearing rapidly. 
No British aircraft sighted for half an hour. 
Dock still crowded with troops and equipment 
(VENOMOUS 11+42/22).
Keep Aaty. informed of situation at French 
ports and Havre, Dieppe, Cherbourg at regular 
intervals (D.C. 1903/22 to B.N.L.O. Marceau).

Havre Now burning C. B. *s (Pormby N. S.C.O. Havre, 
1100/22).

Sangatte Sangatte Loop Station dismantled and abandoned 
(V.A. , Dover, 0020/22).

Refugees French vessels carrying refugees en masse should 
be diverted to French western ports. British 
refugees should be landed. (D. of S.T. , 1806/22)
200 refugees evacuated from Boulogne, some 
British wounded removed from Dunkirk.
(D.C. , 2056/22).

WOLSEY Toin WILD SWAN off Dunkirk forthwith. Both escort ST. HELILR back to Dover. (N.O.I.C.,
Dover, 1659/ 22).
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WOLSEY 
(conta.)

VENOMOUS 
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816 Sqdn.

CALCUTTA

M.L.C. 1 s

Convoy N. P. 1+

A/S Trawlers
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HOME COMMANDS
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Operations - Low Countries.

Proceed alongside FELIX FAURE and evacuate 
British wounded. (N.O.I.C., Dover, 1833/22).

Expect to sail with MONAS QUEEN containing 
2000 troops at 1615. VENOMOUS has 212 refugees. 
Request immediate escort (VENOMOUS 1550/22). 
Sailed with M0NA!s QUEEN (VENOMOUS 161+0/22).

Operations - Norway.

Gladiators operating in area from now on.
(R.A. , Narvik, 131+0/22 General).
Mines also aviation spirit in COXWOLD urgently 
required owing to loss of PEMBROKE COAST 
(F. 0. , Narvik, 11+1+9/22).

Your 1319/21. Request 816 Sqn. Aircraft are 
not sent ^  Harstad until further signal is 
made. Also request 3 IR Walrus to replace one 
sunk by bombs and one sent to DEVONSHIRE and 
one remain I.R. (F.O. Narvik, 181+-6/22).
R.A. Narvik takes over operational control and 
administration of ships from 0800/21+. F.O. 
Narvik will continue to conduct offensive 
operations (F.O. , Narvik, 201+1+/22).

To sail for Narvik area 23/5 (C. in C . , H.F., 
11+20/ 22).

Asking when M.L.C. *s 16 and 17 may be expected. 
Urgently required. (R.A., Narvik, 1122/22).

F.O. Narvik1 s 221+0/20. Convoy N. P. 1+ will not 
sail before May 26. It would however, be 
advantageous if ULSTER PRINCE could be sailed 
for Faroes. (D. O.D. (H) to C. in C. 9 H. F. 18^2/22)

See h o c c

Reliefs. In future approx. 12 trawlers only 
will be available for Narvik area. (A.C.N. S.
161+1+/22).
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Special
Operations

Positions

22. 5-1+0.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS

519
Iceland & Faroes.

Local inhabitants report several unidentified 
aircraft. Essential we should be kept informed 
of movements of H.M. ships and F.A A. operating 
near Iceland (N.O.I.C. Reykjavik 11+01/22).

Report from neutral source that German Naval 
and Air Commands consider attacking Iceland 
and Faroes to obtain air bases for attack on 
Scotland and air domination of Nerth Atlantic. 
C.2. (D.N.I. 19U6/22 to O.C.R.M. Faroe Is.,
1 31 5/23)•

Adty. 2017/20. Details of minimum requirements 
for a week necessary to keep isolated troops 
supplied and carry out essential services.
(N.O.I.C. , Reykjavik, 1511+/22).

Adty. 181+2/22 (see Norway) R.A.D. to detail 
2 destroyers to escort ULSTER PRINCE to Faeroes 
as soon as available and F.O.I.C. Greenock to 
sail ship accordingly. (C. in C. , H. F. , 221+9/22).£ -oo-u S Cf e
My 221+9• In view of F. 0. Narvik's 211+6/21,
F.O.I.C. Greenock requested to sail in company 
MONARCH OF BERMUDA and ROYAL SCOTSMAN for 
Tromso and ULSTER PRINCE for Faroes. R.A.D. 
to detail escort of three destroyers, of which 
one is to part company with ULSTER PRINCE for 
Faroes. (C. in C., H.F., 2326/22).

Submarines

1 trawler and SALMON operating in LSTS 1^)10 
between 1800/23 and 0300/21+- CODRINGTON, 
JAGUAR to patrol near LSTS 1515 between 
these hours then return to normal patrol. 
Orders. (C. in C., Nore, 1516/22).

0600/23 (V.A.S. 1807/22, D.C. 2131/22, 
0700/23 (D.C. 2130/22).
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CASABLANCA

ACHILLE

Admiralty
Control

HOME COMMANDS
22.5.40.

Wednesday.

Submarines (Contd.)

Approved to base all French submarines at 
Dundee, arrangements. (D.O.D.(H) 2059/22, 
V.A.(S) 2252/22).

Have captured Danish 20 ton fishing boat, 
i full of fish, apparently property of skipper. 
Appears genuine (TRITON 2341/22). If you can 
accommodate crew sink her, otherwise let her 
go. (R.A. (S) 0617/23).

Q9, 0.10 unsuitable for patrol in North Sea.
To be employed on A/S training. 013 will be 
ready for patrol in few days; Western Approaches 
proposed for first patrol (V.A.(S) 1519/22).

Patrol report 14-16 May (V.A. (S) 1514/22).

Patrol report 14-20 May. Bombed by own aircraft 
0833/20 in 57:0 N., 0:8 E. (V.A. (S) 1516/22).

Operations - Aircraft-Carriers

As a temporary measure whilst the future 
requirements of carriers are under review and 
in order that full use may be made of 
disembark^ed squadrons for co-operation with 
R.A.F. Coastal Command during the present 
emergency, movements of carriers and F.A. A. 
squadrons (other than those at Hatston) will be 
directed by Admiralty. C. in C. , Home Fleet, 
V.A.A. will be kept fully informed.
(1st Sea Lord, 1534/22).
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HOI..2 GO,,
AIR

Stavanger

Dutch Ooast Fatrol

. ..T.A 1s to be 
Attacked

8 Linesweepers

Reconnaissances to 
he made

Air Routes

ILLUSTRIOUS aircraft 
carrier

British. Air Activity
Aerodrome bombed at 0015/22 by coastal 
Command aircraft and large fires started. 
(Donibristle 0410/22J
British aircraft operating off Butch coast 
until 2200/22 with object of bombing sub
marines sighted on surface (V.,i,.S. 1649/22)
Make arrangements with C. in C., Nore so 
that British aircraft attache any IT.T.B’s
sighted (H .q .C .C . 2 2 1 0 /2 2  to 16 group)
Attacked 0915 55.45'6.2’E no hits. 
(Donibristle 1350/22, 1305/22, 1220/22) 
see Enemy Intelligence.
(1 ) Enemy aerodrome in preparation near 
Eomoen 60.38 fIT 6.26'E and probably near 
railway Bergen-Oslo at Voss.
(2) Enemy aircraft in preparation at Dorms 
-£ mile N. of Lura 58.52’N 5.45‘E.
(3) KONIGSBERG reported be/fing repaired 
alongside quay at Rosenberg to N.W. of 
Stavanger (H.q.C.C. 1300/22)
K 349 Lay 22 Service and civil air routes 
between Shoreham and Le Bourjet will be 
moved to the line Shorehan Ouistreham- 
Le Bourjet with effect from 0300/22 (Air 
Lin., 1546/22)
To proceed to Clyde and then to Devon >ort 
before sailing Dakar (Admty, 1700/22)

L0rway Reconnaissance xr.gr .gromaiy srastprgrxHf:

BERG, above if not at Rosenberg, 
Buo. (H.Q.C.C. 1300/22)

Re EONIGS 
search

Enemy Air. Activity
ohip being attacked by aircraft 190° from 
Folkestone (Nore Y//T 0659/22.)
Reed. 0555 G.L.T. from V.C.B.U. another 
ship being attacked by aircraft 190° from 
Folkestone (N. Foreland Radio 0700/22)
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Enemy Air Activity Contd. 5x1,2

ILiID OF KENT - 
BRIGHTON 
ilULjj- S -OLE

(?2l/5 ) BRIGHTON still mined in.
.A holed. S.T.O. left aforesaid. 

Request instructions (A.C.3.0. Diepoe 
0958/22)

VENCL10US Help, Boulogne harbour (VENOMOUS 1636/22) 
(1841/22) (She was attacked during bombing 
of Boulogne by a large number of enemy 
aircraft7

GRAFTON Bombed C.P.D.N. 1555 (GRAFTON 1902/22, 
1905/22) No hits (GRANTON 1906/22)

.. . T.B. 25 Attacked by aircraft off Dunkirk. (Li.T.B. 
25 T.O.R. 2203/22)

. ..vr;..Y British,835 tons, bombed and sunk off 
Dunkirk. (D.3.)

SPARTA British, 708 tons, engaged in rescue work 
at Boulogne, bomoed and hit. Volost,
4 survivors landed Dover. (D.S)

ss BELGi^.VIAN Bombed repeatedly 0140 G.A.T. Life boat 
gone. Anchored 6 miles 245°Bungeness (N. 
Foreland Radio 0243/22) Some damage done 
(I.C. 0459/40)

11.: .3. S.JEDO'M Bombed 1 mile 220° Goodwin L.V. (SANDO’VN 
0516/22) 4 bombs dropped, only one ex
ploded (I.C. 0459/40)

TLEEC3IT French. Bombed, no position given off 
Gravelines (TLSLiGEN, 1308/227 was afterward 
in collision with British EFFORD, which was 
sunk.
Ship off Grisnez destroyed by fire 
(WHITSHED 0635/22)

OPHELIE French tanker, was bombed and sunk off 
Boulogne night 20/5. (I.C. 0459/40)

HILDA Finnish (1144 tons) bombed at Dunkirk, 
hit in bow, unable to anchor (I.C. 0459/40)

V SUPPLEMENT
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HOAS COIiu.uu.DS 
Lining

5 2 3

Beacihy Head

Calais

D.S. 7.

Boulogne

Cherbourg

Havre

4.
Ocean Convoys 
i;. D . P . shies

Refugees

Suspicious Swedish 
Trawlers

Explosion south of Beachy Head at 1605/21 
(I.C. 0458/40)
4 mines exploded today in approach channel 
(V.A. Dover, 2121/22)
20th D.B. leaves Immingham 0800/23 to 
carry out (V.A. (S) 2041/22, D. 20 1705/22) 
Laying position etc., (D.D.O.D. (a ) 1254/22)
2 magnetic mines reported off Digne Carnot 
"breakwater Lequest ,2 waging to ships not 
touse anchorage inside "breakwater. (V.a. 
Dover 2235/22, VENOMOUS 1440/22)
Danger area due to mines (Adty. Cherbourg 
1405/22)
A pair of trawlers sent to sweep off 
Havre have not been heard of since. Another 
pair is being sent from Portsmouth(il.S.M)
Ship-o ing
arrived Liverpool 0600/12 (D.C. 0738/22)
Positions (D.C., 1840/22)
Owing to heavy demands for troops and re
duction of number of neutral ships military 
guards for N.E.P. ships have been reduced 
but not removed from ports mentioned (D of 
L.D. 1611/22 to P.O. Humber re his 1750/13) 
Aiscellj^neo_us
Should Weymouth fill to capacity small 
craft may disembark refugees at Brownsea 
Island, Poole. Small craft bringing re
fugees to Western ports should be sent to Ail 
ford Haven. (Adty to all C. in C.s 0410/22)
2 destroys to investigate group of 2 or 3 
trawlers- flying Swedish colours reported 
fishing in 58° 28*N 1° 6 'W. 1405/21. Re
garded as suspicious, may be German or 
Danish (C. in'C., H.P. 0500/22 to R.A. (D))

Russian Ships - 1 1  Russian warships and also passen:er
ships left here Lay 19 and have not yet 
returned. The Russian tanker has arrived 
here with cargo of oil for Russia. (Vice- 
Consul, Liepaja, 1245/22)
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JX-IR.J1 SHEER 

4 ^.T.D’s

Armed Trawlers

1.. T,E x s

U-Loats

G O j.._

Enemy Intelligence
It is now confirmed that the pocket battle
ship in dock at Wilh.elmsh.aven. 19/5 was the 
ADMIRAL SHEER. (I.C. 0459/40)
4 German K.T.31s were in 52° 50*M 3° 40*A at 
1315. Course 190° speed 30 knots. (V.A. 
Dover 2204/22 to Capt. D 19, //IIIDSOR,
VEI'IETIA)
Eight armed trawlers reported by ^./craft at 
0443 in position 56° 271!! 5° 26 ?E; also two 
balloons'-t 3000 feet in position 56° 3 5 ’IJ 
5 ° 25‘E; (Donibristle 0745/22) Attacked.
See Air.
Reliably reported that German M.T.B’s 
entering their bases hoist a special flag 
at masthead. Report nature of flag if 
sighted. (D.D.I.C. 1223/22)
A large number may be operating in Straits 
of Dover. Excercise extreme Vigilance. 
(V.A. Dover to destroyers 1040/22)
There are indications that U boats are 
operating or about to operate in north Sea 
south of 53® IT. This may be prelude to 
operations by enemy surface forces in this 
area. (V.A. (s) 1722/22 to submarines on 
patrol)

* ITorth Sea.

MISCELLANEOUS 
Weather. 
Wind.

E.or S.E. moderate 
or light.

Visibility. 
Mainly good, 
fog patches.

Channel. S.E. or variable, Good.
light.

W.Approaches . Variable, light. Good.
Horns Reef.
Dutch Coast.
Norwegian 

Coast.

E. light or
moderate.

S.E.,moderate.
Easterly light in S., 
Northerly light in N.

Moderate, 
fog patches. 
Moderate or 
good.
Mainly good, 
fog patches.

Outlook.
Similar in north, 
wind veering in 
south.
Wind veering 
W. or S.W.
Wind becoming 
S.W.
Similar.
Similar.
Wind becoming 
variable in N.
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RRRORD

hy.-'Xi jGilx i—i.
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G.laU.JiTIHi AMD D3RCTS

Sunk in collision with TSlhl.CHH 2 miles 
off hover entrance, all crew dafe (H 
Roreland radiod intercent 1746,1756 Reed. 
1855) V.A. hover 2155/22)
SOBIEJKT Iras crew (TAR1XXR 2157/22 to -1'. 0* 
Greenock)

EOREIGli STATIONS
north Atlantic

AtEMPRESS OR AUSTIJA has been diverted to 
GibraltaV; bunker ana water her sufficient 
to reach Halifax and despatch as soon as 
ready.
DUCHESS OR ATHOLLhas been diverted to 
Halifax direct due about 27/5 (h. of S.T. 
0031/22)
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DORSETSHIRE

French Ships 

Italian Trawlers

Durban

Suspected Raider

LIRAGLIA

Contraband Control 

British Shipping

22.5.1940.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS
North Atlantic
To be sailed for Devonport with moderate 
despatch. Will he required to escort 
troop convoy leaving U.K. about June 8 . 
(D.O.D. (F) 0110/22, to F.O.C.N.A.)
-ositions, 1200/22, Convoys and Patrols. 
(D.C., 0134/22)
N.C.S.O. Las Palmas 1735/15 (4 Italian 
Trawlers to embarlc depots stores and return 
to Italy) 4 Italian trawlers have passed 
eastward (G.O. (i) Gib. 1248/22)
South Atlantic
A report dated 13 Lay indicates possible 
presence of enemy minefield 3 of Durban 
within five miles of coast (I.C. 0458/40)
Following from N.C.S.O., St. Vincent, 
Following message in plain language inter
cepted by British CITY OF EDINBURGH 0900/
20. From British ships BKITI3H ARDOUR to 
British ship GBXZ (?1 31.20*11., 29.50’W. 
Unknown merchant cruiser chasing. Nothing 
further heard. T.O.O., 1035/22/5. (O'. in C., 
3.A., 1426/22)
Ly 1426/22. French at Dakar report that
French A.M.C/’was in position 31.50* N.,
30.20’ W., at 0900/20/5. (C. in C., 3.A.
0635/ 25 ) SAqot-LCtfE't? SuYo

'mediterranean
Re Adty. 2342/21 delaying her in transit 
through canal 1331/22, 1816/22)
Sailed from Tripoli p.m. 21st. Complement, 
said to be thirty planes. (Adty. to C. in
C., Med. 0545/22)
During the last eight weeks the average 
detention of Italian tankers in Contra
band Control ports for for cargo verifica
tion has been only 74- hours.
So far as is now known there are only three 
British ships in Italian ports. BALTARA 
3292 tons at Palermo, ALPERA 1777 tons 
and CERVANTES 1810 tons at Leghorn. The 
British liners OBFORD 20043 tons and OTRa NTO 
20026 tons left Port Said on 19th Lay for 
Toulon, both^V under Government charter.
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FOREIGN STATIONS 1
5Z7Mediterranean Contd.

Rumour Now about all circles Bucharest that 
France has asked for armistice and Gamelin 
committed suicide doing grave harm. B.B.C. 
should at once contradict. (N.A. Bucharest 3
2245/22)

Diversion of Shipping Your 1219/21. General intention is to keep
central portion of Mediterranean as clear
of British and Norwegian shipping as 
possible for present. Full diversion now 
in force except for ships carrying Govt, 
stores, and will be continued until sit
uation improves. Inconsistencies due to 
different views held by French and our-

• n

selves. Your action regarding shipping 
through .Aegean approved. (A.C.N.S. 0014/22 
to C. in C., Med.)

"D*1 Cruisers Admiralty, 0911/21. DELHI and DRAGON will 
be made available. DRAGON can be sailed 
now. DELHI completes refit approx. June 8 
If this delay cannot be accepted one of C 
class cruisers will be sent at once. (C. in 
C., Med., 1117/22

Italian Tankers On 21/5 Rome made cypher message to 15 
Italian tankers in Atlantic, Mediterranean 
and Indian Oceans (D.N.I. 1948/22 to C. in 
C., Med.)

Italian Shins Are still sailing from the Mediterranean foi 
British ports. (I.C. 0459/40)
East Indies

Italian Preparations Report "by daughter of British Consul,
Benghazi: CG.O. (i) Malta 1905/20)

Degauss ins Admty. 1308/11. Re degaussing local 
coasting vessels. (C. in C., E.I., 0901Z/22)

Sabotage Precautions against, at Abadan. (S.N.O., 
Persian Gulf, 1355Z/22)

Contraband Admty. 1532/8, traffic of contraband by 
J5.rabs to Germany.

Italian Bhins
fUnloading in Shatt-el-Arab. My 1015/17 

rumour of evidence of attempted sabotage is 
available and such precautions as can be 
imposed under present conditions are in 
o-Deration. Details (S.N.O. Persian Gulf 
1000/22)

V
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French Troops

Shinn in"

FOREIGN STATIONS
B a s t  I n d i e s .  C o n td .

528

ousnicious -»hip

Italian Preparations

Almost continuously some 5000 Branch troops 
or military labour passing through Station 
from Saigon or Madagascar. Majority are 
hound for liarseilles and still have orders 
to proceed via Suez. French C. in 0., Bar 
Bast has informed French Admiralty hut to 
save time request you will take the matter 
up with them direct with a view to trans
ports being diverted via Cape as soon as 
possible. (C. in C., B.I. 1113/22)
China
From June 12, L.Y.K. westbound ships are 
ordered to reserve one hold for bunker 
coal, probably a precaution to ensure 
ships can proceed via Cape without bunker
ing. Their agents in Rome are to be ad
vised by all ports of arrivals and departs 
ures of Levant and Buropean service. (C. in 
C. *s office Hong Hong, 0239Z/22;
muerica & Y/est Jnd.ies_
20/5 12 (?40) suspicious vessel similar 
ALTMARK 6.27’IT 23‘.36*W steering K.W.
(SILVER WILLOW 1911/22)
Reported from San Francisco 21/5 that 
Italian Lines have instructed their agents 
to load their ships with maximum 
quantifies for Italian consumption; That 
the number of ^mierican loading ports is 
to be restricted, and shios are to proceed 
homewards at full speed. (Ottawa) (I.C. 
0459/40)
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U-BOAT GAEP^Gll d̂lD IHHIIIG

Shins Attacked 
DUES TER G1UETGE

0025.

1030.

1330.

2055.

2157.

0020.

British, 9494 tons, shelled hy enemy sub
marine at 2157/22, 49.20* E., 8.40 *W. 
Sunderland flying boat was sent (G. in C., 
W.A., 2313/22, 2349/22, Scapa W/T 2157/20 
D.C., 2350/22) V.A. Dover says 49.30*11 9.0* .7 
at 2332 (V.A. Dover 0125/23)
Submarines Reported
By fishing boat, 10 miles B.S.E. Barra Head, 
course north. (C. in 0., -.osyth, 0850/22) 
Periscope and conning tower reported by 
motor drifter CILICI.n., -̂ -uiile distant (o. in 
C., Rosyth, 0939/22)

>_>y H.E.3. DEPTPORD, 48.11*11., 5* W., about 
100m. W from Brest.

«/sPeriscooe reported by Prench &&&&?£ veaee-1
C0LJEAI1DAL1T RIVIERE, 36.18* II., 08.30*“.,

~ from Gape St. Vincent inabout 48 m. S.S.E. 
Portugal. (P.O.C.N.A. 1636,

lape 
>/ 2 2 )

*7/s
Periscooe reported by Prench patrol ooat 
CHEVREUIL, 50ol5*H., 01.55’W., about 26A. 
E.S.E. from Portland. (Portsmouth W/T T.O.R. 
2229)
49.20’ 11., 08.40 *W., about 120m. S..7. from 
Land*3 End. attacked British BURSTER 
GRAHGE.
53.20*11 04.40*E 17 miles 11..7. from Texel. 
Reported by aircraft.

Estimated Dispositions U-boats probably operating south of latitude
of Cromer. 1 prooably in finches, noith 
bound. 2 or 3 off 3.W. Ireland. (D.D.I.C.., 
1256/22)
The SARAST011E, which reported a periscooe 
about 100 miles W of the Burlings 1909/19 
now states on arrival at Gioraltar tnat the 
submarine broke surface and remained on tne 
surface a short time. (I.G. 0459/40}
Submarines -ittacked.

1030 By DEPTPORD 48.11 *H 8.15*W. (WiilTEKALL 
^1248/22) Rt
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Precautions 
Against landings Two destroyers are proceeding to patrol off 

Dingle Bay (S.W. Ireland) to prevent any attempted 
landings from enemy submarines or small craft.

B o ulogne

Calais

Dunkirk

Low C o u n t r i e s

Netherlands 
Naval Activities 
during attack 
on Low Countries

After heavy fighting throughout May 23rd. at 
Boulogne between German tanks and a motorised 
regiment and the two battalions of Guards and 
200 R.M’s with 200 Naval Ratings sent there, 
all of whom were subjected to heavy aircraft 
attack, it was decided at 2000 to evacuate the 
troops, and nine destroyers embarked all but 
200 though all ships sustained casualties.
It is believed that the R.N. and R. M. parties 
succeeded in carrying out most of the demolitions 
ordered.

The p o r t  was w orked  l a s t  n i g h t .  A N av al 
d e m o l i t io n  p a r t y  was la n d e d  t h i s  A. M. an d  two 
b a t t a l i o n s  w i th  M.T. i n  f o u r  s h ip s  a r r i v e d  
l a t e r .

A n a v a l  d e m o l i t io n  p a r t y  was lan d e d  a .m . 2 3 rd .

S e v e re  a i r  a t t a c k s  w ere  made on o t h e r  N o r th e r n  
F re n c h  p o r t s ;  a l t r a w le r  an d  a  h o s p i t a l  s h i p  b e in g  su n k  a lo n g s id e  a t  D iep p e  and  a  t r a w l e r  
o u t s i d e ,  p a r t l y  b lo c k in g  th e  c h a n n e l :  t h e  
p o r t  i s  s t i l l  c l o s e d  on  a c c o u n t o f  m in e s .
The c e n t r a l  s t a t i o n ,  G rande V i t e s s e  s h e d , and  
V i t e s s e  M agaz ine G e n e ra le  w ere b u r n t  o u t  by  
i n c e n d ia r y  bombs a t  H av re . M a g n e tic  m in e s  
h av e  b e e n  d ro p p e d  a t  a l l  th e s e  p o r t s .

D u rin g  t h e  n ig h t  2 3 /2 4  May a  c o n t in u o u s  a i r  
p a t r o l  was m a in ta in e d  on th e  B e lg ia n  and  D u tc h  
c o a s t s  to  g iv e  w a rn in g  o f  an y  enemy M.T.B.’s 
t r y i n g  to  a t t a c k  s h ip p in g .

T .B . z .5  and  B. 51 p r e v e n te d  f u r t h e r  Germ an t r o o p s  from  c r o s s i n g  th e  r i v e r _ a t  R o tte rd a r.^ , 
G unboats FR IS0, BRI1TI0, GRUNO, an&^JiASSAd 
r e p e l l e d  German a t t a c k s  a c r o s s  th e  Z u y d er Z ee , 
and  su b m a r in e s  0 .2 3  and  0 .2 4  p ro c e e d e d  th ro u g h  th e  m ined  New W aterw ay a t  R o tte rd a m  a n d  r e a c h e d  
E n g la n d .
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N a rv ik

I t a l i a n
S i t u a t i o n

SITUATION REPORT

23.5.UO.
Thursday,

R.A. N a rv ik  r e p o r t s  t h a t ,  ow ing  to  c a s u a l t i e s ,  
o n ly  s e v e n  A/S t r a w l e r s  re m a in  e f f e c t i v e .He n e e d s  16 f o r  e f f i c i e n t  p a t r o l s .
B o th  B je r v ik  an d  L i l l e b o r g  p i e r s  w ere  bombed l a s t  n ig h t  w h i l s t  t r o o p s  and  s t o r e s  w ere  b e in g  
t r a n s f e r r e d .  Re g u la r  a i r  p a t r o l s  h a v e  b e e n  a s k e d  f o r .

C ha irm an  o f  T h o s . Cook & Son r e p o r t s  t h a t  
I t a l i a n  L in e s  h a v e  su d d e n  o r d e r s  t h a t  L lo y d  
T r i e s t i n o  s a i l i n g s  ( i . e .  to  P a r  E a s t )  h a v e  b e e n  
s u s p e n d e d , I t a l i a n  L in e s  ( t o  N o rth  and  S o u th  
A m erica ) h av e  b e e n  p o s tp o n e d , b u t  A d r i a t i c  
l i n e s  (M e d it .  t r a f f i c )  a r e  s t i l l  r u n n in g .
He was t o l d  P r e s s  was n o t  to  b e  in fo rm e d ; 
b u t  L lo y d s  h av e  no c o n f i r m a t io n  o f  t h i s .
T h e re  w ere  t e n  I t a l i a n  s h ip s  i n  U.K. p o r t s  o n  
2 3 rd  a n d te n  m ore due w i th in  U8 h o u r s .
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Immobilising 
of ports

Lerwick

A erodrom e
G u ard s

R e fu g e e  s h ip

LM. /.
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HOME COMMANDS

P r e c a u t io n s

My 2 2 5 0 /2 0 . R e p o r t  when schem es a r e  r e a d y  
to  h e  p u t  i n t o  o p e r a t i o n  a t  p o r t s  i n  y o u r  
command ( 1 s t  S .L . 1 21*24/ 2 3 to  R o s y th , N o re , P o r ts m o u th , D o v e r) .

A t p r e s e n t  i n  L e rw ic k  12 N orw eg ian  f i s h i n g  
v e s s e l s  w i th  t o t a l  c rew  o f  a b o u t 50  an d  10 
N orw egian  s o l d i e r s .  D i f f i c u l t  t o  v o uch  f o r  b o n a  
f i d e s ,  some may b e  a  p o t e n t i a l  d a n g e r . R e q u e s t  
im m ed ia te  a c t i o n  t o  c l e a r  up th e  s i t u a t i o n  w i th  
N orw eg ian  a u t h o r i t i e s ,  a l s o  d e c i s i o n  a b o u t  d i s p o s a l  o f  N orw eg ian  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s ,  7 /h ich  
a r e  c a u s in g  c o n s id e r a b l e  c o n g e s t io n  i n  h a r b o u r .  
( P .O .C .O .S . , 1 1 3 7 /2 3 ) .

R e q u e s t in g  p erm an en t m i l i t a r y  g u a rd s  f b r  L o s s i e 
m outh  an d  K in lo s s  ae ro d ro m e s  w h e th e r  o r  n o t  
R .A .P . s q u a d ro n s  a r e  u t i l i s i n g  ( A i r .  M in . ,  to  
H .Q ., Home F o r c e s ,  1 8 3 0 /2 3 ) .

L a rg e  num ber o f  s h ip s  w i th  r e f u g e e s  p a s s i n g  
th ro u g h  d e f e n c e s  a t  P o r ts m o u th  bound  to  S o u th am p to n . C o n s id e r  e s s e n t i a l  p r o v id e  e x p e r t  
p e r s o n n e l  t o  a s s i s t  cu s to m s t o  rummage a l l  t h e s e  
s h i p s .  (C . i n  C. , P o r ts m o u th  to  A d ty . 122*2/23).

L o c a l  D efen ce  V o lu n te e r s  to  b e  fo rm ed  i n  A d ty . C i v i l  E s ta b l i s h m e n ts  to  augm ent e x i s t i n g  P o l i c e ,  
N a v a l, and  M i l i t a r y  G uard . R e q u e s t co m m u n ica te  
w i th  a p p r o p r i a t e  Army Commands a s  to  fo rm in g  
th e s e  V o lu n te e r s .  (A d ty . to  A. C .O .S . 2 0 l2 * /2 3 ).
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F l e e t  f o g 
b o un d

S u b m a rin e s

P a t r o l  P.

HOME COMMANDS

M ovem ents.

F l e e t  a t  S capa i s  fo g -b o u n d . (C . i n  C. , H .F . 
2 3 3 5 /2 3 ) .

P o s i t i o n s  0600 /2U  (V .A . (S ) 2 1 2 9 /2 3 ) .

C. i n  C . , N o r e 's  1008 JAVELIN an d  JACKAL 
d e t a i l e d  ( t o  r e p l a c e  CODRINGTON an d  JAC-UAR 
on P a t r o l  P d u r in g  o p e r a t i o n  Lam p). W hat t im e  
s h o u ld  th e y  R. V. w i th  you? (N. O .I .C . , H a rw ic h , 
1 1 2 1 /2 3  to  Ca p t .  (D )1 ) .

Y our 1 6 5 8 /2 0 , Y arm ou th  101U/22 (w h e th e r  c rew s 
a v a i l a b l e  f o r  D u tch  m o to r  b o a t s ) . Crew s a r e  
b e in g  s e n t  (C . i n  C. P o r ts m o u th , 16 0 6 / 2 3 ) .
O p e r a t io n  L y s t e r  ( s e e  a l s o  O p e r a t io n  XD, EF & G) 
W eigh and  p ro c e e d  0900/23*  (F . O.D. E. 1 9 1 0 /2 3
to  F o rc e s  D and  E ) .
N av a l f o r c e s  w i l l  s a i l  a t  0830/2U  f o r  o p e r a t i o n s
D .F . and E . F . . E x p e c t to  a r r i v e  0 3 3 0 /2 5  
(D .O .D .(H ) / 2 3 ) .
C a r ry  o u t  o p e r a t i o n  E .F . Time o f  a r r i v a l  f o r  
F o rc e  E to  b e  0 3 3 0 /2 5 . S a i l  f o r c e  E a n d  m in e 
sw e e p e rs  a c c o r d in g ly .  D e m o li t io n  p a r t i e s  an d  
s t o r e s  a r e  to  b e  d ise m b a rk e d  b e f o r e  s a i l i n g  
(V .C .N .S . 1 3 U 3 /2 3 ). My 1 3 ^3 /2 3 - B lo c k in g  i s  to  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  a t  b o ”  o r t s  im m e d ia te ly
co m m issio n ed  2 3 /5 ,  2k/5, 2 5 /5 ,  2 7 /5 ,  11 i n  a l l .  
(Hd. o f  M. 2 0 3 3 /2 3 ) .
C a n c e l my 0 9 3 0 /1 6 . F o llo w in g  f o r c e s  fo rm ed :

S 0 . F o rc e  E i n  VEGA i s  S .O . o f  b o th  f b r c e s  
(D .O .D (H 7 1 5 5 9 /2 3 ) .

s h ip s  t o  b e

ATLANTIC GUIDE 
CAROLINE MOLLER

F o rc e  D.
BORODINO

F o rc e  E.
VEGAFLORENTINO
TRAHSEAS

SUNLIGHT 
DAROGAH 
1 M .T.B.
1 s t  A/S S .F . 2nd A/S S .F . 

6 th  M/S F I .
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HOME COMMANDS

O p e r a t io n  XD. EF & G.

D .D .O .D . 0 0 1 5 /2 3  s e e  2 2 /5 -
My 1 8 5 5 /2 2 . P a r ty  G i s  to  h e  re a d y  t o  em bark  
a t  D over a t  0 9 0 0 /2 3  (D .D .O .D . (H) 01+28/23).

F o r  th e  p r e s e n t  d e m o l i t io n s  a t  t h e  p o r t s  
s h o u ld  n o t  h e  c a r r i e d  o u t  e x c e p t  hy  o r d e r  o f  
t h e  A d ty . (V .C .N .S . 1 0 1 6 /2 3  to  VIMT, WILD SWAN, VENOMOUS).
Am la n d in g  d e m o l i t io n  p a r t y  now (VTMT 111+0/23).
O p e r a t io n  XD, P a r t y  J  h av e  a s s e m b le d , i t  w i l l  
a r r i v e  pm/23* To h e  a t  1+ h o u r s ’ n o t i c e .  
E m b a rk a tio n  w i l l  ta k e  p l a c e  a t  D over w h e re  
s t o r e s  a re  b e in g  s e n t  (D .O .D .( e ) 1 2 2 7 /2 3 ) .
Y our 1155 (N o r th  S e c to r  d e m o l i t io n  s u g g e s te d )  
No. (N. O .I .C . D over 1 2 3 8 /2 3  to  VIMY).
R e q u e s t m ore a s s i s t a n c e  ( WILD SWAN 2111+/23).
Have la n d e d  e v a c u a t io n  b e in g  bom barded  b y  
a r t i l l e r y  (WILD SWAN 2 0 5 5 /2 3 ) .
Y our 2 0 1 0 /2 3 . M ost o f  them  h av e  b e e n  d o n e  I  
t h i n k  (WHITSHED 2 0 5 0 /2 3 ) .
M i l i t a r y  com ponent o f  P a r ty  J  t o  s  a i l  f o r  
H avre on a r r i v a l  a t  D over (D .O .D .(H ) 2 3 0 9 /2 3 ) .

Boulogne (Force Buttercup)

D.S.T.D. B oulogne r e p o r t s  p o s i t i o n  a t  p o r t  
b e in g  s h e l l e d  no f i g h t i n g  t r o o p s  h e r e .Have o r d e r e d  t r o o p s  to  m arch  to  W im ereux w iior« 
w here  H. Q. a r e .  Send  y a c h t  b a c k  t o  D over t o  
p ic k  up a n y th in g  on th e  way. (V .A .D o v e r , 0 0 3 5 /2 3 )

Approx. 380 O f f i c e r s  and men r e t u r n e d  to  D over 
from  B ou logne. W ith  o b j e c t  o f  r e s t o r i n g  c o n t r o l  
o f  d o ck s a r e a  r e q u e s t  100 R.M. , 100 seam en  b e  
s e n t  to  D over ffctffm Chatham  f o r t h w i t h .  I n t e n d  
to  s a i l  them  to  B ou logne on a r r i v a l  (V .A .D o v e r ,
0311J-/23)
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100 R.M. &
100 seam en  f o r  
B o u lo g n e

Situation at 
Boulogne

S ta y  an d  
f i g h t  i t  o u t

23.5-1(0 .
Thursday.

5 3 6

B o ulogne  (F o rc e  B u t te r c u p )  C o n td .

Y our 0 3 1 4 /2 3  (Sailing of 100 R. M. and 100 seamen to  Boulogne) approved. C. in C . , Nore to 
arrange. Parties should sail with XDG a t  
0 9 0 0 /2 3  (D.D.O.D. (E) 0 4 5 6 /2 3  to V.A. , Dover).
M ajor Holford R. M. C.O.of party mentioned in 
V.A. Dover’s 0 3 1 4 /2 3  report to V.A. Dover for 
orders (D.D.O.D. (H) 0 6 4 5 /2 3 ) .

VERITY at Boulogne quiet at 0100 . Irish Guards 
heavily attacked at 2300 by tanks followed 
by infantry. Railway danaged by bombs and 
shell fire. (VERITY 0 1 3 0 /2 3 , 0 3 2 5 /2 3 ) .
Enemy estimated 1 tank battalion and regiment 
infantry attacking North Sector #Buttercup" 
has been driven in. Cannot hold on much longer. 
Suggest demolition blown forthwith (VIMY 1 1 5 5 /2 3 ) .  
Brigadier Guards Bde. considers he can hold 
out until evening. Demolition being prepared. 
WHITSHED going Boulogne and has been
informed demolition is not to be done (V.A.
Dover, 1 4 1 5 /2 3 ) .

I n s t r u c t  B u t te r c u p  from  W. 0 : No arm ed men a r e  to  b e  em barked  a t  B o u lo g n e . They a r e  to  s t a y  and  
f i g h t  i t  o u t .  (D .C . 1 4 2 2 /2 3 ) .
Do n o t  h e s i t a t e  to  o p en  f i r e  on any  enemy 
o b j e c t i v e  (V .A . D o v e r, 1 5 3 0 /2 3  to  KEITH, ’WHITSHED, 
VIMY).
Enemy o c c u p ie d  B oulogne e x c e p t in g  b r i d g e  h e a d .
No a n t i - t a n k  guns now i n  a c t i d n .  E s t im a te  o f  
enemy f o r c e  a s  1155/23* E s t im a te d  c a s u a l t i e s  
B u t te r c u p  50$ ( B u t te r c u p  1 5 3 0 /2 3 )-
J o i n  D .19  o f f  B o u lo g n e  w i th  a l l  d e s p a tc h  (V .A . 
D o v e r, 1 5 3 8 /2 3  to  VEEETIA, VENOMOUS).
E x p e c t to  a r r i v e  1735* (VENOMOUS, 1 6 2 5 /2 3 ) .
A d ty .1 4 2 2 . Men o f  no m i l i t a r y  v a lu e  may b e  
em barked (N.O.I.C. D o v er, 1 6 1 6 /2 3  t o  C a p t. D 1 9 ,
D.C. 1 6 3 0 /2 3  to  D .1 9 , WHITSHED, WO t o  B u t t e r c u p ) .
P ro c e e d  to  D over w i th  a l l  d e s p a tc h  i f  you  c a n  
r e a c h  t h e r e  b e f o r e  d a r k .  (C . i n  C. , N o re ,
1 9 1 0 /2 3  to  WESSEX).
Have had  to  w ith d ra w -h e a v y  m ach in e  g u n n e ry  
from  N o r th  s i d e  o f  h a r b o u r ,  many c a s u a l t i e s  
D. jiff gone (D .1 9 , 1 9 0 5 /2 3 ) .
No a l lo w in g  d e s t r o y e r s  i n  B o u lo g n e  u n t i l  h eav y  
f i g h t e r  f o r c e  a p p e a rs  (WHITSHED 1 8 5 5 /2 3 ) .

F i g h t e r s
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evacuate
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53?

Boulogne (Force Buttercup') Contd.

Fighters must he sent (WHITSHED 1833/23) 
(see also Air).

Fighter Command report own aircraft repeatedly 
fired on hy destroyers cf f Calais and Boulogne 
(V.A. Dover 1817/23 to Dover destroyers).
Expect to arrive 181+5 Boulogne. (VII,HERA, 
171+4/23) •
Am being attacked hy enemy aircraft in Boulogne 
Harbour. (VENOMOUS, 1825/23).

Enemy holds north hank of whole town. Intense 
bombing. If Buttercup is to be rescued (message 
corrupt) Capt. D dead.(WHITSHED 1920/23).
Going in (WHITSHED, 1920/23). Welsh Guards 
still in wood on north sidS of harbour.
(WHITSHED, 1935/23).
Several killed and wounded in all destroyers 
(WHITSHED 1922/23) Am I to evacuate?(WHITSHED, 
1938/23 to F. 0. Dover).
Am carrying out evacuation of Welsh Guards. 
Anticipate further bombing shortly (WHITSHED 
1955/23). Buttercup is to withdraw (Dover W/T 
2002/23 to WHITSHED;. Have been promised 
continuous fighter protection by Fighter Command 
(V.A. Dover, 2013/23 to WHITSHED).

-.WHITSHED and VIMIERA sailed. (WHITSHED, 2014/23). 
vital to maintain fighter escort (WHITSHED 
2027/23). Request more assistance (WILD SWAM, 
2114/23 to Dover). S.O. destroyers take 
charge and use discretion as to appropriate 
action. Report. (N.O.I.C., Dover, 2123/23 
to WILD SWAN, VENETIA, WINDSOR, VENOMOUS).
Join WILD SWAN with all despatch at Boulogne 
if oil fuel permits. (N.O.I.C. Dover, 2125/23 
to WESSEX).

You have complete freedom of action to act as 
you think fit and to withdraw if opposition too 
strong. Darkness may help you (N.O.I.C. Dover, 
2145/23 to WILD SWAN, WINDSOR, WESSEX, VENETIA, 
VENOMOUS). *

* Fighter escort gone, enemy aircraft over town. 
(WHITSHED, 2025/23).
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Boulogne(Force Buttercup) Contd.

Free to 
evacuate 
(contd.)

Harbour is under field gun fire from heights 
to northward, destroyers should not enter 
without covering fire from seaward. Considerable
number military left. Regret consider further 
evacuation impracticable. (WILD SWAN 223*4/23 
to N.O.I.C. Dover).

Operations 
Coast of France.

GREY MIST is returning from Boulogne with 250 
troops on board. It is thought that German 
mechanised troops have entered Boulogne (V.A., 
Dover, 0007/23)*

Military authorities state demands for Naval 
assistance were originated by enemy agent.
No enemy tanks in immediate vicinity of Calais. 
Am proceeding with VENETIA to patrol off 
Sangatte Road to attack any tanks seen 
proceeding towards Calais at daylight.
(WINDSOR to V.A. Dover, 0030/23, V.A. Dover, 
0245/23 to Adty.).

Admiral Nord has asked for dawn reconnaissance 
of country round Dunkirk today and immediate 
action by Bomber Command against any enemy 
troops sighted. If Dunkirk is to be held 
he considers this action vital necessity.
I concur. (V. A. Dover, 0136/23, 021*4/23)*

French appear to be retiring on Calais no 
strong resistance in Boulogne, except^ 

isolated units. Situation appears critical. 
(V.A. Dover, 0259/23)*

jyi view of probability that telephone lines to
U.K. from Belgium and Northern France are 
tapped, you should be particularly discreet in 
any telephone conversations you may hold 
regarding Naval operations. (1st S.L. to N.A. 
Belgium, 0317/23)*



533
Coast of Prance (Contd.)

VERITY reports following from General Brownrigg. 
After disembarking at Dover surplus personnel 
may I return in destroyer and command these 
ports from her. All communications except from 
destroyers cut. Ends. (V.A. Dover, Oi+10/23).

2 3attalions 
& A-T Batty, 
for Calais

W. 0. to Gen. Brownrigg. V.C.I.G. S. has 
decided that the 2 battalions and anti-tank 
battery will sail to Calais as ordered (D.C. 
1056/23 to V.A. Dover).

Dieppe
Situation

Channel blocked by magnetic mines, sweeping 
in progress. Uncertain date port will be open. 
Following sunk by bombs. One hospital ship 
and one trawler alongside. One trawler out
side probably blocking channel. Small craft 
in harbour causing little obstruction.
S.T.O’s staff have left for Havre. French would 
much like them to return. (B.N. L. 0. , Marceau, 
1158/23).

Shipping

Evacuation
figures

Until further orders no ships are to proceed 
to French ports other than those to westward 
of Havre. Ships bound for Havre, Rouen, or 
French ports northward of Havre are to be 
sailed for St* Helens where they will receive 
instructions as to new destinations. (D.T.D., 
1956/23).

Figures of evacuations from French ports by 
destroyers, transports and auxiliary vessels 
1800/22. British Military and R.A.F. non- 
combatants 250 officers, 2800 O.R. to Dover. 
About 5000 refugees of all nationalities to 
Dover and Folkestone (V.A. Dover, 1312/23).

to

Conditions S.S. BELGRAVIA!! very slight damage from bombing,
at Le Havre Several magnetic mines in channel and outer road-

sted. Wharves and quays in full working order 
but quays in outer port congested with ships 
waiting to sail and vessels moved from Upper 
Harbour. Port closed except for degaussed 
vessels in emergency. Mines being cleared up 
but believed fresh mines laid early am/2 3.
Rail facilities normal. Military Commander 
states some troops evacuated but are being 
brought back as required. S.S. SIREHEI is 
loaded 8000-10000 tons but unable to sail 
owing to state of port. Few refugees left, no 
more being sent. Garrison Comdr. and D.S.T.O.

consider......
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Operations - France

Conditions 
at Le Havre 
(Contd.)

consider that if evaluation ever contemplated 
places should be made at once. Might be 8000 - 
10000 troops to be evacuated by sea. Appears 
probable that unless defence against laying 
mines in channel can be strengthened to cope 
with situation the port will be permanently 
rendered useless. D.S.T.0. Havre 1300/23 
(B. N.L.O. , Marceau, 1 5 I4O/2 3).

Calais After M.T. ships berth VI MI ERA. join WINDSOR off
Calais. Object of both ships is to destroy 
by gunfire any enemy units attempting to 
advance on Calais by road from west. (N.O.I.C., 
Dover, 16I4I4-/2 3) -

No more 
refugees to 
embark

No more refugees apart from British to be 
embarked for U.K. until further notice (D of S.T 
1717/23 to D.S.T.0. Brest, Cherbourg, Dieppe,
St. Ma%lo, Calais, Caen, Fecamp, Rouen).
Asking for steamer to take 1000 British refugees 
to be sent to Leverdon (Bordeaux 2100/23)*

Situation 
at Cherbourg

Battery of
12 12 pdrs. 
to be formed 
for Calais

1730/23. No air raids today. All wharves and 
quays intact. Port open. Rail facilities 
intact. Some congestion in the port due to 
troops plus large numbers of refugees (B.N.L.O. 
Marceau, 2151/23)*

Battery of 12 12 pdr. guns to be formed followed 
by a second battery of 12 guns forthwith 
manned by Naval and R.M. personnel at Portsmouth 
for anti-tank defence of Calais from landward. 
Operation is to take highest priority (V. C.N.S. 
2253/23)•

Operation Quixote
, To be carried out as soon as possible after

Quentin, (a) 2 trawlers, escorted, to cut 
Bacton - Borkum No 2 and Lowestoft - Borkum in 
about 2:30 E. (b) remaining trawlers to cut all 
6 cables involved in Quixote about 5 miles from 
shore (D.S.D. 1516/23).
See also Mining (C. in C. , Nore, 2010/23).
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Cross-Channel Cable

ARIEL to lay new Cross-Channel cable from Dart
mouth to Francevia Jersey, and FARADAY to 
carry spare cable for ARIEL. Ships to sail in
O.A. Convoy leaving Southend 26 or 27 May for 
Dartmouth and Plymouth respectively. Request 
escort for ARIEL during the operation.
(D.D.O.D. (H), to C. in C., W.A. 1826/23).

Operation Quidnunc

On completion of present cable-cutting 
operations, following trawlers to carry out 
Operation Quidnunc under your orders - CAPE 
MELVILLE, GRAMPIAN, PELTON, MILFORD QUEEN, 
MILFORD PRINCESS, JAMES LAY. All cables 
running from Newbiggin to Scandinavia, 6 in 
number, to be cut, preferably at distance of 
about 70 miles from Newbiggin. As soon as she 
can be spared, cable ship MONARCH is to cut and 
seal Peterhead-Egersund cable, preferably about 
60 miles from Peterhead. Object of cutting is 
to prevent use by enemy either for leader 
purposes or for communication in event of 
landing. For former reason cutting should be 
well out from coast but distances quoted are 
subject to your discretion. (D.S.D., 1804/23 
to C. in C. , Rosyth).

Operations - Norway.

Both Bjerkvik and Lilleberg pier were bombed 
last night whilst stores and troops we re being 
transferred. French military require stores 
to be transferred every other night. Request 
air patrols from 0001 to 0300 every other night 
commencing 25/5 (FAME 1045/23)*

Your 1644/ 2 2. Due to casualties 7 A/S trawlers 
remain effective in Narvik area of which 5 

are available for patrol. 8 craft are 
necessary for effective A/S patrol which 
necessitates a force of 16. A/S trawlers are 
not suitable for local conditions, smoke from 
coal burning craft invites air attack and they 
are susceptible to sinking by near misses.
(R. A. Narvik, 1401/23).
Northern entrance to Harstad is closed to 
navigation (R.A. Narvik, 1820/23).
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Shortage of 
I7s trawlers 
(Contd.)

Manning of 
Steamer

HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Norway

In view of present situation it is essential to 
keep as many destroyers as possible in home 
waters. Convoy arrangements (D.O. D. (H) 1907 to
P.0. Narvik).

j North Norway

Your 1800/21. Investigation shows no evidence 
of German troops or ships proceeding North 
Russia. (D.N.I. 0316/23 to P.0. Narvik).

Your 2025/19* No Oerlikon guns are available. 
No 6 pdr. or 3 pdr. guns can be spared for this 
service. (A. H.O. 1729/23 to R.A. Narvik).

Submarines

In view of possibility of U-boats operating in 
Southern part of North Sea I have arranged with 
V.A.(S) that our ships shall keep North 
of a line joining Smith’s Knoll and Hook of 
Holland and ships of Nore Command South of this 
line. V.A.S. has been told that eastward of 
2:50 E. there will normally be no Naval patrols 
within 15 miles of this line (C. in C. , Nore 
1250/23).

In addition to usual patrols aircraft undertake 
continuous moonlight reconnaissance nightly 
during present moon from Calais to Hook of 
Holland to warn of possible attack by enemy
M.T.B.’s on shipping in Belgian or North French 
parts (H. Q.C.C. to Adty. 1315/23).

My 2020/17. Nos. 815 and 819 Sqdns. will be 
required to embark in ILLUSTRIOUS shortly. 
Should be released from co-operation duties 
v/ith Coastal Command forthwith and sent to
R.N.A.S., Ford. (D.N.A.D. , 1325/23).

Air.

British Air Activity
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Air.

Enemy Air Activity

There was a decrease in German aircraft operations 
on 22/5 in comparison with previous h days, due 
to less favourable weather conditions.
Operations included attacks on shipping between 
South East Coast and Belgium, and probable 
mine-laying off Holland.

Evidence is accumulating that German Air Force 
is consolidating in Holland and in occupied 
parts of Belgium and North East France.
Established that German troops conveyed by 
gliders participated in capture of Fort Ebenmael 
in Belgium. Their success may encourage 
Germans to exploit these tactics.
German Air Farce casualties lost and severely 
damaged since 10.5.^-0 are 1U17* This does not 
include reports from H.Q., B.A.F.F., which 
have not been received for four days.

VENOMOUS Being attacked in Boulogne harbour (VENOMOUS, 
1825/23).

WHITSHED Bombed (WHITSHED 1909/23). Fighter escort 
gone enemy aircraft over town. (WHITSHED 2025/23) 
Bring bombed by 60 bombers. Capt. D wounded 
(WHITSHED 1850/23) Aircraft bombing (WHITSHED 
1909/23).

VENETIA Bombed at Boulogne (VENETIA 20U0/23).

CORMARSH Bombed 53^25 N. , 1:0 E. (CORi|m a RSH 20l|-5/23). 
Position Dudgeon L.V. bombed 2020 (CORMARSH TOR 
2133/23).

Dudgeon L.V. Bombed 2030 (Scapa W/T TOR 2122/23).

CAPE PASSARD 
MELBOURNE

(A/S Tr.) sunk by bombs 21/5 at Narvik.
(A/S Tr.) sunk 22/5 (R.A. Narvik, 1105/23).

Enemy’s Air- During the day destroyers shot down 2 enemy 
t'rafl -shirt -down aircraft at Boulogne and one at Calais

( i . c .  0 U 6 0 A 0 ) .

SUPPLEMENT



War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

23.5-M).
Thursday.

Operation P.D.

Mining

4th M/S F. 
1150/23).

to carry out 24 /5 (C , in C.

544
I!

No re,

Aircraft mininp; Enemy dropping parachute mines in 5 1 : 5  N. ,
1:44 E. (VERITY 2236/23).

M. Mining by There are indications that G e m a n  Submarines 
U-boats are about to operate in the Southern portion of

the North Sea and Magnetic Minelaying may be 
expected.
2. The proposed clearance of the Would Channel 
is postponed and every effort is to be made to 
maintain existing channels.
3. In particular the following are considered 
likely areas for magnetic minelaying, Humber, 
Yarmouth, Harwich, Nore. Details. (D.M.S. 
1641/23).
In view of importance of your 1641 I propose 
to give it priority and to deal with your 
1316 (Operation Quixote) as soon as practicable. 
Request with several of 6 trawlers ordered by 
your 1804 may not be pressed until situation 
is much clearer (C. in C., Nore, 2010/23).

Enemy Intelligence

Germans using 
Norwegian
Flag

Norwegian C. in C., reports that Norwegian 
warships captured by Germans and now being 
operated by than have M X  at times been observed 
flying Norwegian colours. Request this may 
be promulgated (C. in C. , H. P. 2301/23).

T.B’s 2 enemy T.B.’s are reported 7miles N. of
Dunkirk. Not very reliable. (P. 0. Dover, 
0130/23, 0125/23).

Shinning

French Convoy and Patrol positions at 1200/23 
(Adty to C. in C. , W.A. 0145/23).
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Ship-ping (Contd.)

Shipping not to 
proceed to North 
French ports

Until further orders no ships are to proceed 
to French ports other than those to V/. of 
Havre. Ships hound for Havre, Rouen or 
French ports N. of Havre are to he sailed 
for St. Helens for instructions (D.T.D. 1956/23)

Miscellaneous

Scapa Defence A. C.O.S. 1625/22 (Blocking of Eastern 
Entrances of Scapa Flew:). As Scapa is now 
within easy reach of enemy M.T.B. ' s v/orking 
from S.W. Norway request this he done 
immediately (C. in C. , H.F. 1335/23)*

IS.S. BALTICA A Swedish (1966 tons) with German prize crew on 
hoard reported sunk hy British 1k/5> just 
after leaving Stavanger, according to Swedish 
Radio; Swedish crews reached Sweden (Rguter).

Weather

0500 Y/ind Visihility Outlook

North Sea Between N.E. 
& S.E. Light.

Moderate to 
poor extensive 
fog patches.

Similar.

Channel S.E. light to 
moderate.

Poor to mod
erate.

Temporary
improvement

Western
Approaches

E. to S.W. 
moderate.

Moderate to 
good.

Fresh S. 
wind Fog 
Patches, 
poor
visihility.

Horns Reef Moderate E. Good. Similar.

W.Coast 
No rway

Easterly
moderate.

Good. Similar.
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Positions

French Positions

A.M.C. to sail to 
Azores

Spanish trawlers 
cutting cables

Suspected
Raider

Protection of 
shipping at 
Cape

Preparations 
for sabotage

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

Convoys and British ships. (Adty. to B.N.L.O. 
Marceau 1902/23).

At 1200/23 (Adty to C. in C. , W.A. 0145/23).

Your 1411/21 Request instructions (F. 0.1.C. 
Gib. 0710/23).

Cables recently reported cut 100 miles N. 
of Lisbon, 50 miles S. of Lisbon, 170 miles 
W. of Gib. Spanish trawlers suspected. 
Suggest you ask Portuguese to renew Naval 
patrol off Cascaes (lid. of M. 1904/23 to 
N.A. Lisbon).

South Atlantic

S.S. SILVER WILLOW reports ves:.el similar to 
ALTMARK on 20/5 in 5:27 N. , 48:36 W. steering 
N.W. S.S. CAPULET may have been in this 
vicinity. (D.D.I.C. 1844/23).
C. in C., S .A. 1426/22. Following received 
from Admiral Africa. E VICTOR SCHOELCHER 
could be in vicinity mentioned at time 
Plicated. Has not reported by W/T (F.O.C.N. A. 
lN 18/23).

C.O.S. hopes Adty. will be able to provide 
necessary aircraft for protection of shipping. 
Shortage of aircraft and A/S trawlers. In 
view of all valuable ships proceeding round 
Union Coast I consider situation serious 
and suggest that strong requests be sent for 
Union of S.A. to retain reconnaissance force 
on coast (N.O.I.C. Simonstown, 1625/23).

Mediterranean

,y ships of Royal Hungarian Danube Sea 
avigation Co. suspected. Manned by crews 
f officers class. Precautions to be taken. 
0. in C. , Med. 2121/23).
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean (Contd.)

Italian
Plans

%

Italian entry into war contingent upon 
German success in France. As soon as this is 
assured operations against Corsica will 
commence. Preparations to gain control 
of Western Mediterranean already made.
Italian Submarines left for Balearic Is. 21/5 
others sent to Cadiz. Intention is to 
establish submarine bases both places.
Attack on Corsica will be combined v/ith 
attack on Gibraltar with Spanish co-operation 
followed by attack on Nice from seawards. 
Inform V/ar Office. (II.A. Rome, 215V23).

Italian Reports received that four ships i+000 to 5000
Preparations tons recently chartered for River Plate

gzxEK grain trade were requisitioned 21st 
May with five or six others and some of them 
said to be loading material (N.A. Rome to 
D.N.I. 1303/23).

MIRAGLIA
(seaplane-
carrier)

t

F.O. agree to adoption of course (a) in S.B.N. 0. 
Suez Canal area 1331/22 should you decide on 
this action. Decision left to you. If it is 
clear that MIRAGLIA carries aircraft it is 
unlikely she would be used for blocking 
purposes. How to proceed if force is used.
The general situation ap ears to be undoubtedly 
deteriorating (1st S.L. 2135/23 to C. in C.,
Med.).
S.B.N. 0. Suez Canal 1331/22. Consider none of 
these methods acceptable as they would result 
in also stopping movements of our own ships 
and cannot be continued indefinitely. Intend 
to let MIRAGLIA transit Canal taking such 
unobstrusive precautions as are possible.
(C. in C., Med. 1035/23).
Is MIRAGLIA still at Benghazi? Report date 
and time of sailing (D.N.I. 1151/23 to Consul). 
Report also number of aircraft carried and 
whether any aircraft are disembarked at 
Benghazi (D.N.I. 1715/23).

*

Sail DRAGON and one "C" class cruiser 
immediately for Aden (1st S.L. 2116/23 to 
C. in C., Med.).
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Italian and U.O.-.. 
shins not to b e 
stonned

Italian //arshins

FOREIGN STATIONS
Mediterranean, Contrl.

54 8
N° Italian or U.S.A. ships inward or outward 
hound to or from any mediterranean ports are 
to be stopped or diverted for any contraband 
or export control including examination of mails 
or passengers. Bhips may be stopped for normal 
ioenuii ication. ûiy ships calling voluntarily 
at an allied port or base are to be controlled 
as usual with minimum delay (A.C.N.S. 2316/23)
Inferences from V.I.T. traffic. No 
imminent hostilities. (Capt. O.S.. 1746/23)

indications 
ST. ANGELO,

Services Suspended Trieste has informed Lloyd Triestino, Singapore
express service suspended until further notice. 
Comment-Express services are CONTE shins. (C.O. 
-.3., Ear East. 0801Z“25)

jL̂ l A g j L £enar_ations --y 2305/21. Recent measures taken include mount-
sraaH  14 knot ships similar to 

MRIGI.I of i*driatic Line, requisitioning o£ 
trawlers on nast Coast and placing of nets and 
Boom defences at principi*. oorts including 
Benghazi and Zuara Tripoli, Report (d) (47 that 
two or three ships are loading cement at Naples 
for the purpose of blocking Suez Canal names not 
obtained. General indication is that warlike 
preparations are being made by fighting services 
in (? time) (N.A. Rome, 1727/22)
East Indies
Your 03213/18. It is intended that FALuOUTH 
shall be temporarily attached to the Red Sea 
force. (D.O.D. (F) 1657/23)

l^BT Cruising off West Coast of India to keep a
v/atch for Italian shipping expected to pass 
there. (C. in C., E.I. 0935/23)
China

Bitish ,...V's laid 
UP in Yangtse

Italian Shipping

Request immediate telegraphic report of 
particulars of such ships suitable for naval use 
in view of possible bargain with Japanese over 
Danish and Norwegian ships chartered to them. 
(Admty. to C. in C., China 0017/23)
Trieste has informed Lloyd Triestino Singapore 
Express service suspended until further notice. 
Comment. Express services are not Conte ships. 
(C.O.I.S. Far East 0801Z/23)
■rGistraXlia add New Zealand

jffiSTKALIA My 0915 Z 14 May A.C. Naval Board have ordered
■VESTRALIA tp proceed to Ere%mantle. (A.C.N.B. 
0610Z/25)
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549
Ships Attacked

H. M. S. ROCHESTER Missed "by torpedo 0800/23 in position
^1*9:11 N. , 8:1+5 W. apparently about 10 miles 

to Southward of position where DUNSTER 
GRANGE was attacked at 2157/22. A minute 
later ROCHESTER gained an asdic contact and 
carried out 3 attacks. No visible results 
(A.S.W.D. 2 6 1). SUPPLEMENT

Submarines Reported

0800

0811

1330

South of Cromer

151+8 
1719 
1806' 
1956. 
2019,

1330/22

Reliable fix, position 1+9:11 N. , 9:15 W. , 
at 0800. MONTROSE and other ships ordered 
to attack. (C. in C., W.A. , 1051/23).

^ U / B  attacking British DUNSTER GRANGE last 
reported in 1+9:30 N. , 09:00 W. , steering 
105° at 2331+. WAKEFUL, ARABIS, ROCHESTER, 
and DEPTFORD hunting. (C. in C. , W.A., 
0811/23).
35:36 N. , 6:,16 W. P/S reported by French 
dr. TRAMONTANE B. 1+ (I.C. 01+60/1+0).
Asking if estimate of number of U-boats south 
of Cromer can be given. (C. in C. , Nore, 
1639/23). No estimate can be given.
(D.D.I.C. , 2016/23).
Unreliable fix, enemy submarine reported in 
1+7.30 IT., 09:30 W. (C. in C. , W.A. , 1812/23) 
My 1812. More reliable D/F fix places U-boat 
in 1+8:30 N. , 08:10 W. at 1806. (C. in C. ,
W.A., 2002/23) WAKEFUL and WINCHELSEA ordered 
to hunt. Warning DORSETSHIRE of this and 
0800 report (C. in C. , W.A. , 191+5/23).
By CDT. RIVIERE.
( I .C .  01+60/ 1+0 ) .

Now considered informed.

Submarines Attacked
0801 By ROCHESTER see ships attacked.

•erman Merchant Ships

SALZBURG
RHAKOTIS

Leaves Galati 26 May for Istanbul. 
Arrived Antofagasta 1100/23*

-
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Calais

Havre

Teebrugg

Norway

LUTZCW

Canadian

aHles

SITUATION REPORT

ll^o 550

1/t M'
V/oL-f i+ouvĵ

At P&A4/24 the Brigadier reported that he was 
holding the perimeter of the town. He had no 
reserves of S.A.A., no artillery other than 
A.?., no tugs or drifters, no ships in port, no 
power or water in the town, no cranes working. 
The French forces had evacuated and all roads 
were held by the enemy, who were attacking on
S. and W. fences.
The Germans cover the harbour entrance by a 
concealed battery to westward of Calais and the 
4_ destroyers sent to support our troops were 
heavily bombed. WEBSEX was bombed and sunk, 
BURZA was hit forward by two bombs and proceeded 
ior Portsmouth at 5 knots, VIMIERA was exten
sively damaged by near miss and will require 
docking; she has no casualties. Host of the 
crew of TiESSEX are safe, All destroyers have 
now withdrawn, the naval and military authori
ties having agreed that they serve no useful 
purpose.
The hospital ship ST. JULIER was shelled by 
coastal guns off Calais at 2230/24.
French trawlers have destroyed 3 magnetic mines 
and one floating mine.

e The French demolitions were to be carried out
at 2000/24.
R.A. Narvik took over operational control and 
administration of the ships at 0800. R.A. 18 
in SOUTHAMPTON arrived at Harstad 24/5.
The GLORIOUS with 3 destroyers left Scapa p.m. 
/24 and is expected to fly off her Hurricanes to 
Skaanland 26/5. The destroyers FAME and FIRE- 
DRAKE have been slightly damaged by shell fire.
The crews of 2 Danish fishing vess&s sunk by 
Sl-E__ • I3K S.E. of Doggar Bank at 0300/20 con
firm the time and place of SPEARFISH'S attack on 
a German warship 11/4 which they state .Ho have 
been LUTZ0Y7; she was beached near 
subsequently refloated and sunk in Kiel Bay, and 
id a total loss.

Destroyers The Canadian Govt, have undertaken to send 4 
R.C.N. destroyers to the U.K. They have asked 
that CARADOC or another cruiser may be sent to 
Halifax to assist in i>/S protection. The 
destroyer FRASER is also to proceed to Halifax.
Trawlers operating from Yarmouth have cut four 
telegraph cables between -oldebrugh and Domburg.
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31 TUA_ 1011 REPORT

Spanish trawlers are suspected of cutting 
cades in the Lisbon and Gibraltar areas; and 
it has been suggested that the Portugese Naval 
patrol of Caescaes should be reinstated, to prevent these operations.
British Air Activity
ihe more important southerly patrols v/ere flov/n 

continuous patrol of the Belgian and Dutch 
woasu, as i.ar ^.orth as the ...aas L.V. was flown 
from 2200/23 to 0600/24 and will be flown 
nightly during the present moon from Calias to 
the Hook with t e  object of giving warning of 
enemy n.T.B’s attempting to attack shipping at 
—'dgian and korth French ports.
coastal command night operations were not flown 
owing to bad weather.
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..OLE COL^ADS 
Precautions

Beach Landings 552

£  ajAt k u«tf£ij*y

- roposing A/,A guns which cam cover Beaches 
oe used to engage enemy landings unless actually 
occupied in primary role of H/A fire (D of L.D. 
2304/24) Appropriate action taken (Air. Lin. 1425/25)
fifth Column -̂ ctivity
Letter containing NELSON’s proposed programme 
had "been opened amateurishly and resealed. (C. 
in C., (H.P. 1858/24)
Movements
Destroyers under i .A. Dover are "being reinforced 
By 3 from Home fleet and 2 from Harwich to re
place those damaged in recent operations off 
french coast. (D.C. 2008/24)
2a eration / q7n fz .

ViMh-, /(,Y Operation completed. BARBADOS arrives GrimsBy
1800 tonight friday (f.O. HumBer to .*dty. 1544/24 
Ay 1544. Result negative (f.O. HumBer 2135/24)
Operation Lyster
Laval forces sail 0830/24 for operation HP (Adty 
to Air Ministry Carry out operation Ef. force 
E to arrive 03330/25. Sail force E and Mine
sweepers accordingly. Demolition parties and 
stores to Be disemBarked Before sailing (Adty. 
to C. in C., Lore 1343/23)
Ly 1343/23 Blocking is to Be carried out at 
Both ports immediately on arrival. (D.O.D. (H) 
to f.O.D.E.
Operation Df is not to Be carried out tonight 
friday. BORODL 0, ATLANTIC GUIDE and CAROLINE 
-QTiLAR to return to Sheerness with suitable 
escort. (D.O.D. (H) to f.O.D.E. 1400/24)
On arrival force D to remain at four hours 
notice, (.adty. to C. in C., Lore 2141/24)
Operation LB
following from Con. Swinley of XD Party f. C.h. 
primers not yet arrived here. Delay has 
seriously jeopardised success of operation. 
Request instructions. (V.A., Dover, 1609/24)
Operations uentin and Auixote
The four AldeBurgh DomBarg cables have Been cut 
(N.O.I.C. Yarmouth to .adty. 0910/24)

0 ^ ) .
Operation Quentin and .uixote, ref Adty* 1516/25) 
para 1. to commence daylight 26th May. Request  ̂
arrange escort. (N.O.I.C. Yarmouth to C.in C., 
Lore. 1612/24)
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H01-E C Oil ARDS 5 5 3
2£S3^jLip_ns .,uentin and ,,uixote Contd.
Operation Quentin, ref. Adty. 2140/21, com
pleted. oignal 1841/22 (as to cable cutting)

»carr^eĉ out (IT.O.I.C. Yarmouth to r.dty.

trench demolitions delayed owing Belgian 
opposition not expected to tak§ d a c e  about 
^00/24 and in any case before/£?2$uated by 
Belgian troops (D.O.D. (H) 1858/24 to F.O.D.E.)

./OLi-HOUluJ to enter Calais as Guardship and for 
close action against enemy. Small enemy parties 
reported to have landed on quay (1T.0.I.C. Hover to WOLFHOUND)
Request armed guard of ICO R.L's be sent to 
Dover immediately for duty on quays at Calais 
(Dover to Adty. 1342/24)
Brigadier is holding perimeter of town. No 

of S.A.A., no artillery other than 
V *  guns, no tugs or drifters, no ships in 
port, no power or water in town, no cranes 
working. French forces evacuated. All roads 
held "by enemy who are attacking on S. and W 
forces. (Situation at 1230/24 as received from 
Commodore Gandlel'P.S.7.0. V.A. Dover to Adtv. 
1344/24)
3URZA to join VI1HERA and .ESSEX for close 
support of Calais (V.A. Dover to BURZA 1429/24)
Enemy aircraft attacking Calais (WESSEX to Dover l 1624/24) |
Ehemy in Southern portion of Calais (V.A. Dover 
to Adty. 1743/24)
200 Tanks going from Y/issant to Calais. Immediate 
help required, proceeding to investigate 
(VILIERA to Adty. 1634/24)

concealed battery ashore to W. of Calais. (D.O.D (H) to C.S. 2. 1349/24)

harbour quays to evacuate 8000 to 10,000 men 
as requested by French Commander of Garrison 
(B.N.L.O. Marceau to Adty. 1705/24)

Calais FRERCII CO-ST

GALATEA and ARE THUS A to be prepared to bombard a

Rav re Request ruling as to keeping ships at outer

t. SUPPLEMENT

--
--

--
--
--
--

 
. 
-
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Operations, French Coast, Contd. 554
Boulogne, Shins
amaged.

Rs result of action at Boulogne yesterday,
Dover destroyers damaged as follows (details 
re WILD SWAN, WHITSHED, KEITH, VENOMOUS, ana 
VENETIA) Consider it very desirable that all 
these ships should return to their home ports 
as soon as possible for reoair and rest (V.A. 
Dover, 1345/24)

Boulogne, Evacuation One more ship must be sent (VIMIERA 0209/24 to
F.O. Dover) About 200 are left (VIMIERA 0301/24
Request 2 destroyers suitable for operating 
on French Coast may bo lent to Dover as soon 
as possible (V.A. Dover 0712/24 to C. in C.,
No re)
WESSEX repeated GULZAR fro:.i V.A. Dover, do not 
take aay further action as regards evacuation 
at present (V.A. Dover, 0924/24 to Adty. for 
information)

Cal .is

Narvik
1 N rlT.i _

Harstad

SEVERN

Norwegian Seamen

Floatplanes

Pour full trucks and three half trucks of H.A. 
ammunition shut out from MONARCH OP BERMUDA 
and urgently required at Narvik are to he 
embarked in MAHELA. (D.O.D. (H), 1146/24)
The Northern entrance is closed to navigation 
(R.A. (3) to TRUANT 1922/24) Request you sail 
Military Hospital Ship A.B.A. immediately 
to Harstad. Id . of 3.T.O. Liverpool 1954"24)
One A/A cruiser is to be sailed for U.K. and 
placed under C. in C., Nore (Adty. to B.O. Nars 
vik. 2313/24)
To spend most of her patrol between Bud and 
Halten Islands. (V.A.S. to S.9. 1229/24)
Request decision whether unemployed Norwegian 
merchant marine officers and men my be given 
oassage in returning convoy to England to 
obtain employment. Numerous applications 
received but impossible to verify bona-fide 
intentions other than virtual production of 
discharge books. (R.A., Narvik, 1742/24)
Adty. 1201/22, Para. 7, and my 1846/22. In 
yiswvof altered conditions here consider

float planes are unsuitable for use 
fojre.,. Tromso -would be suitable base for

hut this has no / a  gun defences. It 
is therefore proposed that 816 Squadron should 
not be sent, but that 701 Squadron strength 
should be maintained at 6̂ 1 E and S I R  WALRUS 
which type is eminently suitable fifor present

ferrying/
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Floatplanes, Oontd

GLORIOUS

Port Services

Local D efence

* 1 <

HOLE COPLANDS 
Operations 
ferrying a
view oi danger to LIA1JELA from air attack and 
feasibility of accommodating present mainten
ance of personnel and stores ashore that she 
should return to U.K. (F.O. Narvik, 1654/24)
aircraft Carriers
To he sailed so as to he ready to fly off 

icanes o0 &caanland on 26 Lay (-n-dty, to 
C. in C., H.F. 0115/24)
To sail at noon 24th to a position North of 
Andesnes Point suitable for flying off 46 
Squadron R.A.F. to Skaanland which should be 
reached p.m. 26th. Then to return to Clyde.
(C. in C., H.F. to GLORIOUS 2331/23)
GLORIOUS screened by ARROW, HIGHLANDER, and 
WREN sailed from Scapa for Narvik (C. in C., 
to F.O. Narvik, 1945/24)
Request exchange HAVELOCK to ARROW in 
GLORIOUS screen (C. in C., H.F. to F.O. Narvik 
1935/24)
Iceland
Brigadier and N.O. i/c Reykjavik consider 
introduction of Examination Services at 
Reykjavik and Hafnar Fiord essential, for 
which two 6" batteries with personnel urgently 
required, ^rigadier considers he cannot at 
present protect sea-approaches. (N.O. i/c 
Reykjavik to .-dty. 1401/24)
Naval Reconnaissance today Friday at Kafnarfiord 
shows very accessible pier there a source of 
grave danger. Large vessels with troops and 
artillery supported by warship gunfire could 
easily effect surprise landing. (N.D. i/c 
Iceland to Adty. 2238/24)
n deity. 1188/22. Craft can be obtained locally. 
System of inspection put forward in my 1114/20 
is now in force, harbour launch being used 
costing £2 per day. (N.O.I.C. Iceland) (1032/24)
Submarines

Narvik
. A/S duties. Further orooose in

555

Positions 0 7 0 0 /2 4  (A d ty . 0 0 1 1 /2 4 )
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HOLE COILDJIDS 
AIR

Carrier Squadrons

i-./X Defence, Chips 
in Port

'.VBSSEX
BURBA
YILIERA

Heinkel - -aricines

British. J-ir__-~*ctivity
iiy 1932/21. 803 and 804 Sqdns. to "be brought
forthwith the their authorised I.E. comple
ments of aircraft (12 Skua and 12 Gladiator 
respectively) (D.il.A.D., 1240/24)
Your 1240. 804 Sqdn. now completed to twelve 
Gladiators at Hatston (Hatston to Adty. 1656/24
Adty 2326/22 Agree that armed ll/V's in port 
may engage hostile aircraft with OYm guns and 
Lewis guns with fuses set at permanent 
settings as supplied, but only after public 
air raid warning sounded and only if enemy is 
actually attacking. -/A Defence Commanders 
will give assistance acting through IT.0 (s i/c 
of ports. Request Adty. be asked to issue 
parallel orders (H.Q. Lighter Command to iur 
•inis try 1730/24)
Enemy Air --ctivity
'.ffiSSBX bombed and sunk off Calais. -Majority 
of crew saved. BURZA hit by 2 bombs speed re
duced to 5 knots requires docking, no 
casualties. VIIIIERA damaged near miss, 
will require docking, no casualties. (Y.A., 
Dover, 2036/24) 8'JPPLF’Y
Heinkels (? observed) with black and white 
under wings in imitation of our Lighters 
(Narvik to Ships Narvik Area 1137/24)



Mining.

Havre French trawlers destroyed three magnetic and one
floating mine on 24th (B.N.L.O. Marceau to 
Adty. 1730/24).

Suspicious Objects
Pentland Firth Object, possibly floating mine, observed

from S. shore of Pentland Firth in 004° W. 
(T.0.0. 0001/24).

Channel Unidentified floating objects have been
reported in Channel recently (I.C. 0460/40).
A red double conical floating object floating 
on its side observed 18 miles S. of Portland. 
(I.C. 0460/40).
Torpedo-shaped objects, painted yellow with 
propellors showing above water, eighteen 
inches to two feet out of water, four 
jropellor blades; one sighted 3 miles S. of 
Start Point, and another 5 miles W.S.W. of 
St. Catherine’s Point. (I.C. 0460/40).

Energy Intelligence

2 M.T. B. ’s

3 ships

2 enemy War Motor Boats reported by aircraft 
180° distance 2 miles from 188 CPVAT 52 
(Aircraft No. 16 Group to Chatham 0217/24).
In line ahead course N. 53:45 N. , 6:0 E.
(3 miles IT. Borkum Riff) 2130. Aircraft report 
(I.C. 0461/40).

1 trawler 1 enemy trawler flying Danish colours in
56:23 N., 4:53 E. (100 miles 302° Horns Reef). 
Bombed but apparently not hit 1950.
(Donibristle 1950/24)*

2 Convoys Sighted 17/5 See German Merchant Ships.

1 M.V. Bombed One energy M/V 800 tons at 51:45 IT. , 03:09 E.
bombed by aircraft at 0145/24* Damage unknown. 
(A.C.H. Q. Chatham to H.Q. C.C. Adty. 0420/24).
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h o m e  c o m m a n d s

558

M.V. bombed

Foreign Small 
Craft

Strike

Peterhead - 
Egersund Cable

s.s. ADVANCE

Enemy Intelligence (Contd.)

German Air Force casualties lost and severely 
damaged since 10 May are 1417 not including 
reports from H.Q. B.A. F. F. not received for 
four days (Air Min. to H.Q. 1747/23).

Two Motor T.B.' s attacked by Aircraft at 
0320/24 in position 51:05 N., 01:55 E.
Result unknown (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, to H.Q. C.C. 
0730/24).

2 salvage vessels and 3 escorting vessels, 
possibly outpost vessels, off Rottumeroog 
(N. of Ems) 0600-0700 aircraft re'.>ort.
( i .c .  0461/40).

1 M V .  and 5 escorting vessels, probably 
’’outpost vessels” stationary 53:45 N. 6:42 E. 
(10 miles N. of Borkum) 0642. Aircraft 
report (I.C. 0461/40).

M.V. about 4000 tons bombed 53:35 N. , 6:38 E. 
(9 miles N. W. Borkum) 0645 aircraft renort
(I.C . 0461/40).

Shipping

Request report names and types of foreign 
naval and fishing craft previously reported 
without names as having arrived your port. 
(D.S.V.P., to N.O.I.C., Dartmouth, Harwich, 
etc., 1142/24).

Mis cellaneous

At Camper & Nicholson (C. in C., Portsmouth,
1726/24)•
Anticipated operation to cut it will take 
place about 3/6 and occupy not more than 2 
days given good weather. (C. in C., Rosyth, 
1721/24).

Finnish, suspect (F.O.I.C. Greenock, 2320/24).
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Ice Bothnia

North Sea

Homs Reef 
Channel

Western
Approaches

Norwegian
Coast

ES. S. LAURAS TON 

EFFINGHAM

HOME COMMANDS

24.5.40.
Friday

Miscellaneous (Contd.) 559
Gî lf of Bothnia closed due to ice. (A. N.A. 
Stockholm J 224/24). Swedish heavy ic e- 
bfeaker YMER has been operating at Kvarken 
so far without success. (A.N.A. Stockholm
1601/24).

Weather

Wind
Light and 
variable.

7/eather
Extensive fog 
particularly 
in North.

Visibility
Very poor in N. 
moderate to 
good elsewhere.

Light and variable. Showers mist. Moderate.
S.W. light to 
moderate.
S.S.W. light to 
moderate.

Cloudy occasional Moderate to 
showers. good.

Overcast. Good.

Light and 
variable.

Fine or cloudy 
fog patches 
in South.

Good, but poor 
in South.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

Ashore near Greenlines, Stronsay (Wick Radio, 
TOR 1849/24).
Press report that sabotage on part of 
Norwegian pilot is alleged to have been 
responsible for loss of EFFINGHAM (Allied 
Newspapers).
Reported by Daily Mail ashore in Hoogly River, 
p.m./23*

S.S. RAJPUT



French Positions 

U. S.S. MANHATTAN

Sal Island

Germans in 
Uruguay

Guiana Invasion

15th D.F.

Italian Fleet 

Majorca

War Diary

FOREIGN STATIONS

2l+. 5 .L 0 .
Friday.

North Atlantic
5G0

SUPPLEMENT

At 1300/21+ (Adty. to C. in C. , W.A. 0021+/21+) -

Adty. 1322/19 and 2316/23- U. S.S. MANHATTAN- 
was due a.m. 25/5- Unless oidered to do so 
it is doubtful if Master will come in voluntar
ily on account of Neutrality Act. (F.O.C.N.A. 

1130/21+).

South Atlantic

Is owned by the Italian Consul and has large 
aerodrome under Italian control in event of 
war. Request early action to force Portugese 
maintain efficient guard there with Allied 
observers in view possible threat to 
Dakar, Freetown, and Convoy route. (C. in C., 
Med. to Adty. 0929/2U).

My 191+5/20. Steps being taken against German 
underground activities in Uruguay. Consider 
that report that aims have been found is 
without foundation. Uruguayan people are 
beginning to realize their danger, but doubt 
whether they can offer much resistance.
(S.O. I. Montevideo, 191+1/21+).

Reported Germans in Brazil planning to 
invade Guianas with 6000 men transported in 
German ships now in Brazilian port. (N.A., 
Rio de Janeiro 1109/21+).

Mediterranean

Propose 15th Destroyer Flotilla should revert 
to old title of 2nd Destroyer Flotilla 
(C. in C. , Med. to Adty. 2002/21+).

Positions etc. (C.O.S. ANGELO 1658/21+).

Reports recent arrival from Spain of five 
Messerschmidt Fighters formerly used in 
Civil War (S.0.(l) Gibraltar to Adty. 1012/21+).

Sailing Genoa 29/5 postponed (Press Asst. Rome) 
officially stated in Rome sailing postponed 
for technical reasons (B.U.P. New York).

REX
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean 561
Italian Italian fishing trawlers of which normally
Preparations about ten in Istanbul have been gradually

sailing for Italy last few days and it is 
reported not expected to return. This is 
unusual as fish still plentiful. Also 
Adriatic Fishery Offices here reluctant to 
book definite truck space near Future.
(Beyoglu 1150/24).

I concur with Ambassador Egypt’s telegram 
34-2 May 18th to F. 0. Financial arrangements 
with Egyptian Govt, on defence expenditure 
must be generous and cover whole field.
(C. i n  C. , Ivied., 1 4 5 5 /2 4 ) .

VO
My 1303/23. Italian Steamship 7289 tore
being converted into Hospital Ship at 
Trieste where due 24/5« Rumoured that Port 
Naples will be closed to passenger traffic from 
June 5th and reserved for military transports. 
LEROtl and MONTE GARGANO, reported loading 
mines about May 22nd. Sailing of ftiERCy POLO 
from Trieste to Egypt postponed. There are 
signs of an Expeditionary Force being prepared. 
Rumours name Greece or Egypt or Corsica as 
probable objectives. (N.A. Rome, 0114/24).

America & West Indies 8UPP! E?"̂

Egyptian Defence

Italian
Preparations

Canadian 
Destroyers, 
CARADOC.FRASER.

On account of situation in Home 7/aters 
Canadian Govt, offer to send 4 R. C.N. destroyers 
to U.K. They request CARADOC or another 
cruiser may be sent to Halifax. In order to 
assist in A/S protection of Halifax it has 
been decided FRASER should also proceed to 
Halifax. Be prepared to sail cruiser and 
FRASER at short notice (A.C.N.S. (A) 2009/24 
to C. in C. , A. W. I.).

China

Italian
Preparations

Shanghai reports Italians making hurried land 
sales in French concession (C.O.I.S. Singapore, 
0908Z/24).
Shanghai reports agent stated all Lloyd -Tries.

sailings from Italy, will be stopped 
early June. Comment. My 0801 2/23 refers. 
(C.O.I.S. Singapore, 0923Z/24).
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FOREIGN STATIONS
----------  562

Australia £ New Zealand.

Troop
Transports

Convoys

Your 0255/23* Cover for these sailings is 
little value in wide oceans. If close 

escort not available for entire passage 
adequate security will he provided in 
present circumstances if liners are escorted 
for 2 or 3 days from ports of departure and 
arrival and given widely evasive routes. 
Arrangements for AUSTRALIA etc. In view 
of new situation created by diversion of 
shipping via Cape sailing of considerable 

number of troops in single liners greatly 
complicates escort problem; hope movements of 
troops will in future be restricted to regular 
convoys as far as practicable (A. C.N. S. (A) 
1932/24 to A.C.N.B).

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

17th May two Convoys of ten and four ships 
respectively sighted steering 130 degrees 
through position 57:50 N., 0o:00 E.
Range too great to attack or see whether ships 
loaded or light (V.A. S. to Adty. 181 L|/22+).

China

AUGSBURG N. D.L. Line Dairen has been informed that
AUGSBURG is to be delivered to Dutch 
Captain arriving end of May. (D.D. I.C. , 
1501/24).



War Diary 2l+. 5. 1+0.
Friday

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MUTING 563
Ships Attacked

KYMA Greek ship, states torpedoed and sunk without
warning at 0012/21+ in position 110 miles
S. of Ireland on passage to Avonmouth. SUPPLEMENT
(ENCHANTRESS to C. in C. , W.A. 2030/21+).

Submarines Reported

0855

1200

1513

191+7

17th May

0536
0012

^Submarine contact by SCIMITAR at 230 N.F.B.P.19 
(Similar to C. in C. , Portsmouth 0855/21+).
Unidentified submarine sighted by fishermen 
app. 063:55 N. , 022:1+5 W. graded BO.
(S.O.I. Reykjavik to Adty. 11+32/21+).
Military report submarine at 58:58 N . , 03:25 W. 
Graded C.1+ (A. C.O.S. to Adty. 1601/21+).
By D/F enemy unit probably U-Boat at 59'-55 N. , 
00:00W. (D.D.I.C. 2123/21+).
Submarine believed German communicated Island 
of San Miguel in Azores by boat with two men 
on night of 17th May. Graded B.2 (N.A. Lisbon 
to D.N.I. 0929/21+).
Indefinite position off Mouth of Ems. Graded A. 1.
63:55 N. , 22:1+5 W. (30 miles W.S.W. of Reykjavik) 
by fishermen.

Submarines Attacked.

0905 Submarine attacked by SCIMITAR at 220° NFBP 13
— ^ (SCIMITAR to C. in C. , Portsmouth 0905/21+). 

Result doubtful (SCIMITAR to C. in C. , 
Portsmouth 1 200/2l+) •

201+2 VANSITTART carried out Depth Charge attack on
suspicious contact at 315° JSBP 21.
(MAIDSTONE to C. in C. , H.F. , 2115/21+).
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Zeebrugre

Dunkirk

Calais

• *
X No : o«.

Dieppe

Havre

Gulf of 
Bothnia
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SITUATION REPORT

----------  5 U
The French carried out a modified scheme of 
demolition as approved by the King of the 
Belgians. Photographic reconnaissance will be 
made am/2 6 to ascertain the exact positions 
of the blockships and the effectiveness of the 
demolitions. The blockships arrived at 0300/25> 
having been attacked by ai rcraft on passage.
The Gemans landed^ parachute troops early 25/5*

Four French ships arrived pm/25 with ammunition 
for the B.E.F. The Belgian Govt, were evacuated 
in 2 M.T.B. ’s to Dover.

The whole of the harbour from the entrance to 
Quay Paul Devot was under rifle and shell fire and 
large fires were caused.
Batteries west of Calais shelled, amongst others, 
hospital ships sailing to and from Dunkirk.
Calais was heavily attacked by the Germans with 
about 200 tanks and motorised columns. 3000 
British and 800 French troops are defending the 
town but have only two or three tanks left out 
kO. '''The Brigade Group, U8th Divn. from the 
East is marching to their assistance.^ VERITY 
has taken aumunition and 60 R.M.’ s and U officers 
for duty on the quays.

Enemy bombers have done considerable damage to 
shipping in the harbour and buildings surrounding 
the docks. In addition to the hospital ship 
MAID OF KENT (sunk 21/5) the hospital ship 
BRIGHTON, lias been sunk and also the Greek 
S.S. GALAjivS (i+393 tons).

Sweeping of the Channels was continued today 
and 3 mines were exploded. The Panama tanker 
JOSEPH SEEP (7088 tons) swung over a mine at 
0320/25 and was sunk. Some ships left the 
harbour, but shipping in the Seine is still held 
up.

A Swedish icebreaker has been operating at 
Kvarlcen (130 miles from Lulea) so far without 
success.
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Os_rma.il L.T.B. *s An M.T.B. was bombed and believed sunk at
0214 west of the Texel.
Two enemy M.T.B.'s were seen and attacked by 
our aircraft sane 15 miles west of Texel; 
both M.T.B.’s were hit with M. G. fire and 
several bombs were close misses; one Anson 
was shot down, but JAVELIN rescued the crew.

Yarmouth.
T.S. Mine sweeper HARRIER was damaged by a 
bomb early am off the S.E. coast but returned 
to Sheerness without casualties.
SOUTHAMPTON was holed by bomb splinters 
(3 below waterline), temporary repairs effected 
by plugging, Captain, 10 officers and 7 ratings 
wounded. Off Narvik.
CAIRO bombed, 4 wounded, main wireless and 
D/T aerial shot away.

Sea during the night 24/25* Eight Hudsons 
attacked the fuel tanks at Rotterdam during 
the night 24/25 and obtained 3 direct hits. 
Gardening continued. A direct hit vras obtained 
on an M.T.B. off the Hook at 0214/25 by an 
aircraft of Coastal Command.
11 Sword-fish successfully bombed various 
targets near Gravelines.

The meteorological flight extended to 62:30 N., 
7.00 W. , unusual so far north and west.
There was much activity against ports on 
Belgian and French coasts and at Narvik.

Mining Further mine laying in the East Coast Barrier 
was completed.

1 ^ Casualties Armed trawler CHARLES B0YE8 was blown up off

British Air 
Activity

Night patrols were flown over the Eras, the 
Dutch and Belgian coasts and southern North

Enemy Air 
Activity

A few bombs were dropped at aerodromes near 
the East coast. No damage was caused.
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Northern 
Patrol

Trawlers * 
Machine Guns

Harbour Defenc 

Liverpool

Glasgow

Neutral Ships

Parkeston

Coast Defence 
Batteries.

25* 5*^+0*
Saturday.

HOME COMlvIANDS 
---------------

Precautions

Suggested should he shifted to a line N.W. 
from approx. 56:00 N., 8:00 W. as a guard 
and warning against enemy ships approaching 
Iceland. Request your views. (D.O.D. (H) to 
C. in C., H.F., 2330/2U).

Adty. have made available for ground defence 
600 machine guns ex trawlers. (Air. Min. 1220/25

e Desired to investigate use of torpedo tubes 
to guard harbour entrances. Dover, Southend. 
Ramsgate appear suitable (D. of L.D. l6ij£/25)*

Requesting Defence Regulations, 1939> Part I 
article 1U, Section 1 (B) be put into force 
in connection with Royal Liver Buildings, 
Liverpool, in which Adty. offices are situated. 
(P.O.I.C., Liverpool, ^52^/25).

Requesting alternative line of communication 
to the telephone in this area (P.O.I.C. 
Glasgow 1610/25)*

Adty. 0120/2k- In view of possible use by 
enemy of°Qstensible neutral vessels to 
transport troops, request advance information 
of known movements of neutral merchant ships 
round northern coasts be communicated to me. 
(C. in C. , H. P. 1123/25)*

Additional personnel and stores required owing 
to departure of CYCLOPS and all naval defences 
of west end of Parkeston Quay. (C. in C.,
Nore, 1735/25)*

le A/A S/L for use with hi naval 6’' coast 
lefence batteries about to mount. (D. of Home 
)efence and A/A 1900/25)* Adty. 2li+2/2L. 
arrangements for battery crews and parties 
f0r Hythe, Margate Deal, Tyne, Walton-on-Naze. 7X __iu /Ti ' t -n -1S]l7/9R . 1 0 1 ^ / 2 ^ .
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Demolition

Berthing

Ships'
Demolition
Outfits.

Landing S. L. 
Coast

Tyne

25.5.UO.
Saturday,

HOME COMMANDS

£67
Precautions (contd.)

Adty. 12kk/23 (immobilisation of ports) 
Demolition schemes now ready at Newhaven, 
Littlehampton, Worthing, Shoreham, Brighton 
and Eastbourne. (C. in C., Portsmouth 17U7/25) 
Proposals are to be forwarded for blocking 
entrances to harbours at Shoreham and Little
hampton (C. in C. . Portsmouth, to N.O.I.C. 
Newhaven. 1913/25).

When berthing Allied and ITeutral vessels, 
care to be taken that they are not placec^n 
any points of vital importance where this 
can be avoided, telephone exchanges in 
particular. (C. in C., Rosyth, 1829/25)*

ear

To be reduced to minimum necessary to provide 
scuttling charges and to destroy asdics in 
vessels so fitted, remaining stores being 
despatched to depot. (C. in C. Nore, 15UO/25).

In view of the unavoidable delay in moving 
Nore forces through the Downs during dark 
hours, necessary to point out that any 
attempted landing during the night south of 
Ramsgate can be dealt with initially only by 
forces under your command. (C. in C. , Nore, 
to C. in C., Portsmouth and V.A., Dover, 
1116/25).

Vulnerability of Warkworth Harbour, (North 
Sea Pilot Part III p.59). German and Dutch 
colliers have used harbour regularly. Beach 
to Northward shelving and sandy suitable for 
landing amphibious tanks. Land in rear 
suitable for parachutists. Action taken - 
patrol drifter off entrance, military guard 
at harbour, dredger and barge ready to be sunk 
at short notice. Suggest more drastic action 
of blocking harbour. (F.0., Tyne, 1705/25)*
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Allied
Submarines

Zeebrugge

Le Havre

Dieppe

HOI,IE COMMANDS

25.5.hQ.
Saturday.

568
Movements

Positions 0600/25 (V.A. S. 17U2/2U). Positions 
0600/26 (V.A.S. , 1739/25, D.C. , 211V25). 
Positions 0700/26 (B.N.L.O. Marceau, 2131/25).

Operations - French Coast and Belgium

Parachute troops have landed in Zeebrugge. 
(VEGA, 01+20/25/• •*- 1

D.S.T.0. Le Havre reports sweeping of Channels 
continued and also around shipping. No mines 
exploded. 59 ships left the harbour and roads. 
Ships are allowed to proceed in and out only 
with permission. Everything here quiet.
Quays have been considerably cleared. Am 
endeavouring to sail or bring- out into tidal 
harbour all British vessels (ends). (B.N.L.O. 
1737/25).

S.T.0. Dieppe reports vessels 12 ft. draught 
con tie up in outer harbour at S.R. quay.
However there is no A/A protection and all 
bombing was from low altitude. French 
authorities state that if vessels are sent to 
port it vdll only lead to further raids.
Suggest 2 minesweepers be sent to clear Channel 
and if necessary shallow draught personnel 
vessels could enter provided they remain for 
an hour wither side of high water. Port at 
present closed. Estimated 2 magnetic mines 
inside pierhead and about 12 outside entrance.
3 dredgers sunk, also hospital ships MAID OF 
KENT, Greek ship GALAXIES and (hospital ship) 
BRIGHTON, one small trawler. (B.N.L.O.,
Marceau, 18U3/25).
Situation at Dieppe a.m./25/5- Air bombardment 
of port p.m. yesterday by eight aircraft. 
Hospital ship BRIGHTON sunk alongside. Entry 
to port partly blocked by trawler sunk in 
entrance but port closed due to suspected 
magnetic mines. No sweeping facilities 
available all these being employed at Havre 
and in the Seine. (B.N.L.O., Marceau, 151U/25).
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Ships for 
Dunkirk

Zeebrugge

Cherbourg

Bordeaux

Calais
Demolition

Calais
Defence

Hospital Ships

Aircraft
Reconnaissance

French Coast

1* French ammunition ships proceeding Dunkirk 
arriving about 11+30 with ammunition for B. E.F. 
Fighter protection required during approach 
to Dunkirk and unloading (Air Min. 0830/25).
Hospital ships to and from Dunkirk are being 
shelled by batteries westward of Calais.
(V.A. Dover, 181*7/25).

Positions of block ships (D.C. 0756/25) SUPPLEMENT
2 tf-o

From D. S.T.O. Cherbourg. Ko air raids. Wharves 
and quays intact, port open. Rail facilities 
intact. Troops and QAXMKS. embarking hospital 
carrier loading. 300 Dutch troops remaining.
(B. N. L.O. Marceau, 11*1*6/25)

My 2100/23 (request for steamer to evacuate 
British refugees). Local circumstances having 
improved, special arrangements no longer 
appear necessary at present. (Consul, Bordeaux, 
1600/25).

From O.I.C. Demolition, Calais. Ready for the 
service ordered. Propose exploding charges 
as enemy attack. 0951 (V.A. Dover, 1039/25).

Sec. of State to Brig. Nicholson. Defence of 
Calais to the utmost is of highest importance 
to our country as symbolising our continued 
co-ordination with France. The eyes of the 
Empire are upon the defence of Calais, and 
H.M. Govt. a*A confident you and your gallant 
regiments will perform an exploit worthy of the 
British name. (d .M.O. & P. , 1358/25).

Hospital ships to and from Dunkerque are being 
shelled by batteries westward of Calais.
(V.A. Dover, 181*7/25).

One Anson to carryjbut a reconnaissance of 
beaches between Calais and south of Boulogne 
with object of locating any parties of 
British troops said to be making their way 
south. Positions to be noted and j>o*4od by 
V/S to our trawlers patrolling within 5 miles 
of French coastline. (CHATHAM 1930/25).
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Skaanland
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HOLE COMMANDS

French Coast (Contd. )
570

Following to "be sent to Calais by boat as 
arranged by Commander M/S. From War Office 
to O.C. Troops, Calais. Every hour you continue 
to exist is of greatest help to B.E.F.
Govt, has therefore decided you must continue 
to fight. Have greatest possible admiration for 
your splendid stand (ends). Evacuation 
will not take place and craft not required 
for above purpose are to return to Dover.
4VERITY aSd WINDSOR to cover Commander M/S 
and his retirement. (F.O.I.C. Dover, 2330/25)*

Operation Quixote

Trawlers will be working in approx, positions 
LSWT 0515 and CPWY 3U30 tomorrow (Sunday). 
Destroyers on patrol to act in support if 
required. (C. in C. , Nore, 1715/25)*

Narvik.

Asking if she is still required (D.O.D.(H) 
/25)*

Aflty. 2005/2!;. How far are French aware of 
decision? If French forces not informed, 
request in interest of secrecy the information 
should be given through me, not through French 
Govt. Fully appreciate necessity for 
secrecy and of active action against enemy. 
Could any light force be spared to harry 
coast between Mosjoen and Bodo and so delay 
German advance north working preferably with 
carrier planes? (F.O. Narvik, 0932/25)

Norwegian Naval C. in C., informs me he is 
now sending FRIDTJOF NANSEN, U.K. urgently 
requests she may be docked, refitted and 
equipped with A/A armament (F.O., Narvik,
1 5 W 2 5 ) *

To return to Harstad and direct CORLINSTER 
to proceed there (F.O. Narvik, 1620/25).

Confirmed Skaanland ready to receive
BftfiT* 2000/26 (R.A. , Narvik 2008/25)
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations. 
Narvik.
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25.5.1940 
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My 1306/24. Yesterday 23/5 I had interview with King,
Prime Minister, etc. Gen. Ruge informed me he had "been 
appointed G.in C. of all Norwegian fighting forces. Apart 
from wish to make contact my purpose was to impresajupon 
all authorities absolute necessity for greater control of 
civilian population both ashore and afloat, greater collabo
ration of civil Government with British military authorities 
in order to comprehend this control effectively. Necessary 
measures had been discussed by Gen. Auchinleck and myself 
And put on paper. The King kept me off any serious topic, 
but was cordial and friendly and said he knew the object 
of my visit. Thesubject had already been introducedbetween 
Gen. Ruge and Col. bollock, and certain incidents had caused 
the General to realise its necessity. He undertook to see 
everything was done that was necessary with Cabinet, and 
matter was left at that, Pollock having all information as 
to what was required. With due regard to Norwegian feelings,
I feel sure that all will go well with military arrangements 
including stationing of troops when required. Naval G.in C., 
Adm. Deier, was also understanding and helpful, and with him 
I left a paper with suggestions for control of shipping.
C,S.l had already seen him on the subject. The three members 
of the Govt. I spoke to on general linesof subject. They 
were helpful and anxious to comply with all requirements,
I felt, always provided what was done was done in their nqmes 
More liaison officers were promised and a Government 
representative to be sent to Harstad to smooth out all 
difficulties. At this point an air raid occurred, bombs 
being directed at H.M.S, DEVONSHIRE, and Prime Minister 
became somewhat disturbed, but there was littlemore to say 
and I withdrew. Same points cropped up as they always do - 
need for A/A artillery, and equipment for their ships which 
they said had beenpromised by H.M.Govt., the training of 
their pilots, and refitting and return of small ships that 
are in England to be expedited. Would urge this, for their 
presence in these waters would be of great assistance. M/ 
impression of this brief visit was that there was every desire
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SEoRE f
to "be helpful and to continue the fight, but a 
disappointment at what they considered the non- 
fulfilment of promises made to them.

(F.O., Narvik, 1306/25)
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War Diary 25.5.40.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Narvik (Contd.)

Naval Batteries Adty. 1930/10. Personnel, material and
ammunition of Naval U.P. Batteries now in 
MANELA to "be disembarked. Personnel to 
return to Depot. Material and ammunition to 
be despatched to Parkhead and retained there 
for present. (D.O.D.(H) 2236/25).

Trawlers

Convoys

Aircraft

East Finmark

C.S.1 2230/23. Request 3 A/S trawlers lent to 
Tromso for d/s patrol may return to Harstad, 
urgently required to replace casualties.
(R.A. Narvik, 0955/25).

Escorts for N.P.4 and N. S. 4 (C. in C. , H. F. 
2314/25). Revised composition of N.P.4 and 
N.S.4 (D.O.D. (H) 12+48/25).

C. in C. , H.F. *s 1935/24- R.A. Narvik’s 
2008/25- Request HAVELOCK R. V. with GLORIOUS 
in 700 N. 120 e . at 1700/26. At 2000/26 
GLORIOUS will be in 70° N. 15° E. ready to 
fly off 46 Sqdn. on receipt your order to 
do so and confirmation that conditions on 
coast are suitable. (GLORIOUS 2309/25).

Your 0930/24- Situation in E. Finmark unchanged 
except for small improvements in d etails of 
defence. O.C. Troops is personally confident 
Russians will not assist Germans in attack on 
Finmark, but he received today message handed 
in Tromso 1600/24 from Norwegian Military H.Q. 
to effect that British Military H.Q. Harstad 
now fear attack from Murmansk by German units 
in transports or aircraft. As this is in 
direct contradiction to Adty. 0316/23, request 
elucidation (C.S.I. to F.O. Narvik, 1854/25).

Supplies
Through
Sweden.

Adty. 120 Minister for Foreign Affairs today 
informed H.M. Minister that no sealed trucks 
were allowed through Sweden in any circumstances, 
no convoys of food were being s ent through, 
all consignments from Germany to Norway were 
most carefully searched. (A.N.A. Stockholm, 
1652/25).



War Diary

Situation

ULSTER PRINCE

ACASTA)
ARDENT)

25. 5. *40.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Faroes - Iceland

All possible precautions in being, but force 
is dispersed more than I like due to wide area 
to cover. Enemy could undoubtedly land in 
other parts of this large island without my 
being aware as I have insufficient aircraft 
at disposal to obtain information. Occupation 
of Faroe Islands by enemy real danger not 
only to me but to civilian population here, 
as not only could they establish base 7/ithout 
my being aware but bomb Reykjavik and civilians 
from Faroes. Have no real A/A defence.
Consider stationing of 6 flying boats, not 
Sunderland aircraft at Reykjavik equipped for 
bombing essential. Wing Com. Barnes concurs 
(Alabaster, Reykjavik, to W.0. 1*4.26/23* 
received in War Reg. 2215/25)*

Not to sail without further orders. When is it 
expected she will be ready? (C. in C. , N.O.I.C. 
Faroes, 1032/25).

To remain at Faroes. Will be required to R. V. 
with oiler BROOMjDALE and convoy 5 other ships 
bound for Narvik area to U.K. (C. in C., H.F.
1 3 U 6 /2 5 ).



V/ar D iary 25.5.1940,
Saturday.

Bergen

Stavanger --ero drome

Serpen

-HH-B COmLAlIDS ^ 7  j\

AIR
British ^ir -nativity
In view Ox i-dnity. 1952/24, intend carrying 
out bombing attack on suitable targets in 
—ergen at first possible opportunity 
utilising Sjfuas of 806 Sqdn. (A.C.O.S. l2o5/25)t|
12 Hudson aircraft from Wick and 3 from f
Belle hars detailed to attack Stavanger »-ero- 
drome commencing 0200/26 and finishing 0136/26 
(C. in C., Rosyth 1802/25)
Attack by Skuas Cancelled (A.C.O.S. 1205/25. 1615/25)

^pmd ing  restx/ijqtî ons Cancel allisubmarine bombing restriction
areas at 1759/25 institute restriction areas 
18G0/25^as follows (16 group H. . 1600/25, H.Q. k • G • loo2/ 25 J

Recognition Signals

Horwegian Coast

French. Ajrc raft

803 Sodn.

♦ A 1 s attacked

Irobable that o.B. 158 routeing, recognition 
and identification of aircraft has fallen 
into enemy hands. All recognition signals 
should be treated with great reserve. (Air 
min. 1224/25)
Ho reconnaissance of Norwegian coasts possible 
today owing to weather. (C. in C., Rosyth 
1210/25)
French offer services of 11 Chance Vaught 
Hive Bombers from Cherbourg (Air min. 0845/25)
Admty. 1240/24 3 Skuas for 803 Sqdn to be
despatched Hatston tomorrow (Sunday) four re
maining replacement aircraft to follow as 
early as possible. (C.D.B., 1609/25, 1611/25. 
1613/25)
Aircraft reports that at 1912 hours two B.T.B's 
sighted in position CP0X5518, course 193 
degrees T 25 knots. Correct recognition sig
nal of the hour was sent with no reply other 
than A.A. Hire which burst very close to 
Ansons 7/48, U/500, F/BOO. A dive bombing 
attack was carried out from 1400 feet to 300 
feet, no direct bomb hits but very close 
misses, well directed bursts of front and rear 
gun fire was seen to enter both LI.T.B's.
U/500 was seen to be hit in the port engine 
at a height of about 500 feet and disappeared 
ujder control at about 100 feet in an easterly 
direction. Crew of aircraft U/500 picked ut> by 
destroyer. (Chatham 2235/25)



■Var Diary

hoihj c o l i a n d s

25.5.1940
Saturday.

AIR
Enemy Air Activity ^*74
jxi being attacked VXWY 2253 (unknown ship, 
0103/25]
Air Attacks continue VXT3 2309 (0235/25)

GREYHOUND 4 aircraft bombing VXDN 0032 (GREYHOUHD 1131/2! 
Ho hits (1145/25)

SAON A/S trawler, attacked 154 South Poreland 9 
(SflOU 1134/25)

DEVOLS.-i; JS Bombed (P.O.Narvik, 1306/25 (see Narvik)
CAIRO 4x6 klU 4 wounded, bombing casualties today. Bain W/T 

and D/P aerial shot away. (P.O. Narvik 2230/25
SOUTHAMPTON Captain, 1 officer and 7 ratings wounded. 

Ship has 150 holes above v/ater line varying 
1-5 inches, 20 belov/ platform deck, and 3 
below water line. (P.O. Narvik 2250/25)

Eetereological
Plight

Ports Closed ✓

On 21/5 German daily meterological flight 
extended to 60?N, 5^W. On 25/5 it covered 
area between Shetlanas and Paroes. Unusual 
for these flights to extend so far west. 
D.D.I.C. 1641/25)
Pining
Dover and Portsmouth closed owing to heavy 
minelaying raids night of 25-26 (I.C. 0462/40)1

Prench Coast At Dieppe, estimated 2 mines inside the pier 
head and about 12 outside entrance.
At Havre, JOSEPH SEEP mined and sunk while 
shifting berth. Passage between Havre and 
Rouen suspended. The northern entrance and 
outer part of Seine Channel swept by British 
sweepers, 3 mines exploded. (I.C. 0462/40)

Tyne magnetic mine exploded 087° 1.8 miles from 
IT. Tyne Pier light. (I.C., 0462/40)

Eilford Haven Two floating mines were reported in 51.34.5rN 
5.48.5*W., at 2100/25 (Off Milford Haven) 
(I.C., 0463/40)
Shipping

Ocean Convoys Positions (D. C. ,  1839/25)

Ec onomic Warfare My 2316/23. Bara 2. Ships calling 
voluntarily are not to be detained any 
longer than is necessary for accomplishment 
of purpose of call. Even if examination 
cannot be completed in that time ship is to 
be allowed to proceed. Usual cargo reports 
are to be rendered but ships are to be re
leased without waiting for authority from ;

&  3



War £>iarv

Economic Warfare 
dontd.

ETTRICK, refugees

Swedish Destroyers

25.5.1940.
Saturday.

HOME COM-AMDS 
Shipping

‘t D C ' z / o r r  4. -  n  *  ̂ ( L  •  •  "  •  S J S1853/ 2o to C. in W  s and C.C.S.O’s) 
Miscellaneous^
Transport, to proceed from Gibraltar to 
Bordeaux to embark approx. 1000 British 
refugees and then continue to Glasgow, not 
Liverpool. (D. of S.T. 2251/25)
Cancel my 2001/21 Refugee vessels should be 
sent to Weymouth. (C. in C., Portsmouth)
iour 1221/24 ho objection to Swedish destroyer 
calling raroes to refuel. (D.O.D. (H) 0036/25) 
Ito A .1..4i_., Stockholm) Re call at ^ueenstown 
on 30/5 to fuel from tanker CASTOR. (IT.A. 
Lublin, 1953/25)

WEATHER
0500 I.S.T. WIND VISIBILITY OUTLOOK
North Sea Variable light Moderate, Pog 

in North. Wind becoming 
S.E. fog siov/ 
ly clearing.

Channel S.E. Light or 
moderate.

—oderate or 
Good. Wind freshen-r 

ing
W. Approaches S.E. fresh Moderate Wind veering
Horns Reef S.W. Light Moderate Wind backing
Lutch Coast 3. S.W. light Moderate Wind backing
Coast of Norway Light or Mod

erate. S.E. or 
variable.

Mainly good 
local morning 
fog in fiords.

Similar

2 Il.T.Brs
Enemy Intelligence
Sighted 1912 52.55rN 4.18*E course 193° 25 
knots. Bombed, near misses, aircraft report 
(Chatham 2255/25)
Bombed and apparently hit and sunk 0214 52.
I. 4° E, course 360° (A.C.H.^. Chatham 0545/25)
Sighted by aircraft 2130/24 in line ahead 
size unknown, course northerly, in 53° 45 fN 
6° O'E (D.C. 0259/25)



V/ar Diary 25.5.1940.
Staurday.

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS

EFFINGHAM 576

ss.

FAME

Lying on her starboard side. Bow submerged 
up to bridge. J oubt if anything could be 
salved. (AUAORA, 0555/25)

.TEHKESSEB f e y j g a n a g e d  by collision and ashore near Be
l6i'2V25)Side °f 1)66:1:71633 (K.O.I.C. Kirkwall

Destroyers, slight damage from shell fire. Narvik, (D.S.)_’I. LDrUu-jS
iT^HOBFjiBALTEAivO Supply ships, damaged and beached, Narvik (D.S
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allied submarines

French Forces

German shins at 
Vigo

Air Feconnaisance 
force on Union 
Coast
Watch for Haiders

Situation

P-n.Ti.IS

I tali an Tgjik e r s

I t a l i an Shi Typing

25.5.1940.
Saturday.

■0R3IGN STATIONS
hTorth iAtlantic 577
Positions 0700/25 (Adty. to jJ.H.L.O. 
^arceau 2007/24)
Positions, Convoys and patrols 1200/25 
(D.S. 0253/25)

Io is possible that German ships may shortly 
attempt to break out from Vigo. arrange for 
?ne group seven to act as support of French 
inshore patrols, in concert with Admiral Y/est 
(A.C.N.S.(A) 2044/25)
South Atlantic SUPPLEMENT

N.O.I/C Simonstown's 1625/23. This question 
is being dealt with by Admiralty and*Air Lin. 
(A.C.N.S. (A) 1716/25)
Admiralty 1840/22 (Watch to be kept by cable 
and wireless operators to receive reports of 
raiders) Coastal watch on 500 Kc/s is now 
being kept by ascension. Request this fact 
my be promulgated generally (C. in C., 3 .A. 
1521/25)
Mediterranean
Your 0403/24 A . I . Govt, do not intend £egal 
niceties to prevent action but are in the best 
position to decide when relations have become 
critical and you will be informed. Should you 
consider the situation has become or is be-" 
coming critical, you must obtain approval before 
taking action. ( 1st S.L. to C. in C., 1734/25)
Your 1700/4 For time being it is considered 
further sailings should be suspended and SS 
PATRIS removed from danger area (A.C.N.S. (A) 
0300/25 to N.A. Melgrade)
Following from 3.0. (l) Stamboul. Italian 
fishing Trawlers which have been gradually 
sailing from Alack Sea to Italy are not ex
pected to return although fish still plentiful. 
Adriatic Official at Stamboul unwilling to 
book space for near future. Alexandria- 
Authorities report Italian Steamship ICCW ( 
(1ARC0 POLO) not repeat not returning to 
-JLexandria all local Authorities informed 
(corrupt group) (3.0.1., Alexandria, 1221/25)
...y 2316/23 implements agreement being negotia
ted that Italian ships will embark cargo 
covered by havicerts. Some arrangement 
applies to U.S. Ships and the few remaining 
neutrals will probably come in. Until 
agreement is established and proved reliable

and/

*



Tar D ia r y 25.5.1940.
Saturday

PORE I Gil STATIONS 
...Mediterranean 578

Italian Shipping 
Contd.

Italian Shadowing

and in case naval, control should he re
sumed, observation and identification of 
traffic in Aegean should be carried on, 
using no more ships than necessary. Special 
care should be taken to give Italy no 
possible excuse for claim that neutrality of 
Greek territorial waters is not being res
pected. (D.E.W.D. 1322/25 to C. in C. , i..ed)
Press reports sailing of Italian liners 
postponed, IhX from 29th hay to 12th June. 
C01TTE DI SAVOIA from 12th June to 23rd June. 
1JEPTU1TIA from 25th --ay to 21st June.
AUGUSTUS due to sail 27th —ay also postponed
Cargo vessels in -lunerican waters reported not 
as yet affected, (D.H.I., 1042/25)
On 12 Hay H._M.S. CEAKLA whern in position 35° 
44 fIT 27 42* E, was circled 4 times at very 
close range by 2 Italian flying boats. In 
view of difficulty in identifying neutral 
aircraft it is requested that danger of this 
practice may be pointed out to’ Italian 
authorities. (C.3..3, 0057/25, to Amty and 
ambassador, Home)

P..HJ5 Sailing from Split with Polish troops.
r/hb.-. . W A R S Z A W A  Polish authorities pro ose to accept risk

and continue transport of such personnel to 
harseilles, but if situation further de
teriorates to shin them instead to Eeirtit.
(A.IT.A., helgrade 1800/25)

Greek Shins Asking for any information of assumption of
control of Greek merchant ships by Greek 
Ilavy. (D.N.I., to IT.A., Athens 1452/26)
East Indies

Dispositions Intend CALEDON, DIE iG Oil shall for present
operate in East African and Ceylon areas 
respectively (C. in C., E.I. 1934Z/25)
Your 1651/23 In order to have one A/S vessel 
in Persian Gulf as soon as possible and to 
add one h/S sloop to Aed Sea force. I would 
prefer PALhOUTH to go to Persian Gulf. On 
arrival there CLIVE would join Hed Sea force. 
(C. in C., E.I. 1959E/25)
Consider mine sweeping should now bê Totlt- 
a^ted at Port Sudan. (C. In C., E.I. 1936// 
25)



far Dial?/ 25.5.1940
Saturday.

Ammunition

f

Cruisers

Banish Seamen

%

CERES l
CoLoMrio

FOREIGN STATIONS
Bast Indies Contd. ** ’
Ground personnel of Hos 11 and 39 Sqds., 
R.A.B. urgently required to proceed .^den and 
Egypt. Understood held up due to diversion 
of shipping. Report what is situation (U.±.D 
to E0.CTOT. 1935/25)
xidmty. 1202/24 British GLEHORCEY due 
Colombo 28/5 from Hong Kong has 4.7 in 
ammunition for Alexandria. Intend transhipp
ing this and other naval stores arriving 
Colombo for mediterranean to Bombay for 
storage ashore there pending first convoy, 
if i.O.C.R.I.E. can arrange storage. (C. in 
C., 6322/25)

^vCOLOUBO, CEICfS will be withdrawn for service 
elsewhere unless you urgently wish to retain 
them on your station. (A.C.N.S. (a ) 2045/25 
to C. in C,, China)
Objection to defence arming on grounds of 
not being at war with Germany and feared 
retaliation on families. Propose ship should 
sail to U.K. unaimed and crew relieved by 
allied crew in U.K. (R..-.C., Kalayaj (05092/

Australia
^-Commonwealth Govt, is informing U.K. Govt, 
that proposed services in Australia of CERES 
and COLGLIBO are relinquished. (A.C.K.L., 
0329/25)

^.A.C.I'j.B. 0329. Unless you urgently wish to 
retain C0L0EB0 and CERES on your station they 
will be withdrawn for service elswhere.
(D.O.D. (P) to C. in C., C :ina 2045/25)



America £ V/e31 Indies.
1/

troyers« 1; .S.K. , Ottawa’s 1052/24 and your 1001/25
2ara_ B of my 2009/24 assumed that the four 
L.C.I.. destroyers would he sent to U.K. from 
nalifax force. Selection of course rests 
with C.K.S., Ottawa (D.O.D. (]?) to C. in G., 
A.W.I., 1911/25)
Admty. 2009/24, BliASXR to he sailed to make 
fourth destroyer for U.K. as in my 1052/24. 
SAGUEHAY in need of refit. ASSIBXBOXHE will 
he refitted hy 30/5. OTTAWA should he 
servicahle hy 15/6. Will co-operate to 
utmost with any disposition you/ suggest.
(C.H.S., SKfififc, to C. in C., aCw .I.T





Ear Diary 25.5.1940.
Saturday.

U-D0a T CAlii.-IGIT Cz LHITI1IG 582Ships Attached
W/sCHARLES aCEES

JOSEPH SEEP

0202

1850/25

0856

Estimated 
Pis positions

trawler. Blown un in V/ould whilst 
sweeping (ll.O.I.C., Yaimouth, 1410/25)
G.O., (Temp. Skipper G. Reynolds, PJIPJ 
1 of icer and 15 ratings missing (Admty. 
comiuunio^ue 1515/26)
Panamanian tanker, 7088 tons, swung over 
a mine at Dieppe and was sunk at 0520/25 
(I.G. 0462/40, D.3. 26/5)
Submarines Reported
Reported by itaCKAL in 52.15 fIJ., 05.04*E., 
about 50. E.S.E. from Lowestoft at 0202. 
(JACKAL, 0215/15) GALL/JIT end JAGUAR sent to 
assist in hunt. (ll.O.I.C., Harwich, 0552/25)
HIBISCUS reports that at 1850 G.E.T. 25/5, 
in 52.25’IT., $134*W., contact was made with 
submarine. Contact investigated and after 
approx, half an hcur HIBISCUS prepared to 
attack. Submarine then made British 
submerged identification signal on Pessenden. 
HIBISCUS remained in contact approx, one hour 
until merchant ships in neighbourhood had 
passeo clear, then proceeded on course. 
T l'.O .I .C ., Portland, 1155/25) Contact 
obtained could not have been a British or 
Allied submarine. (C. in C., Y/.A., )2l//>sr)
Bearing of U-Boat from Brest at 0856 was 
556° distance unknown. (C. in C., ,v.a . , 1001/ 
25)
Drench report (doubtful) indicates possibility 
of 2 submarines being between Laroche and 
Cadiz on 23/5 (P.O., Gibraltar, 0152/25)
3 in 7/estern Approaches, of which 1 is 
towards Channel Approaches, probably 1 near 
Shetlands, some in Southern Horth Sea, 
probably one near S.W. Iceland. (D.D.I.C. 
1555/25J



SEVERN

SPSARFISH
*

-JJC KOYAL 
FURIOUS

25.5.40. 
Saturday.

•ySI"

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations. 
Submarines.

£83

V.A.S. 2309/24. Concur this is v/orth trying. It 
would also assist surface ships which might be required 
to make the passage from the north outside the destroyec 
area.  ̂Too much reliance would not, however, be placed 
on the buoy being in position as the enemy may sink it.on tne ouoy Being in pos: 
(C. in C. H.F., 1221/25)

Upper c.t. hatch leaking. Returning to effect repairs 
(SEVERN 0220/26) (Sailed for Statlandet area with 
despatch 2141/25 (Capt. (S) 9. 2144/25)
Patrol Report. Sperry out of action from 13th -*ay on
wards and magnetic compass very unreliable due to 
wiping. 0300/20 took off crews and sank two Danish 
fishing vessels in 13 P T S 5835. . Danes confirm place,Ax>rtmr‘

Danes also state (l) 
Bertha*s Plat. (2) 
close inshore. (3) 
embarking troops and

and time of SPEARPISH attaclfon^sCHEER but say ship was 
LUTZOW, that she was beached close to Prederikshaven 
subsequently refloated and towed towardshKiel but sank 
in Kiel Bay off Point Gulstav and is a total loss.

German minefield in vicinity of 
Prederikshaven-Skaw Channel runs 
Als and Prederikshaven' used for 
tanks (4) Norwegian submarine 'was 

brought to Prederikshaven. (V.A.S., 1736/25)
Air Craft Carriers

My 1932/21. It has now been decided that ARK ROYAL 
should be kept fully equipped with her squadrons. 810, 
820, and 800 are, therefore, to remain on board and 
821 will be embarked shortly.
FURIOUS is to land 801 squadron complete to Abbots inch 
for subsequent transfer to the South if ordered. 818 
squadron complete to be landeci at 0amJji 110wn for 
subsequent transfer if ordered.
As previously arranged 803 and 804 squadrons will re
main at Hatston and 806 squadron proceed to Worthy Down, 
(5 S.L., 1315/25)



SECRET
War Diary 26.5.1940

Sunday.

o I  TIL .TI ON RNPfVRT

Dover and Portsmouth 
closed

Dunkirk

Calais

Doulor:ne

Dieppe

GALATEA escort*

j-*e Havre

./ere closed, owing to suspected magnetic 
mine laying "by enemy aircraft during the 
night 25/26. 35 enemy aircraft v/ere located
in the Portsmouth area.
It is believed that 23 enemy bombers accom
panied enemy minelayers which operated off 
Portsmouth, but no bombing took place; 
possible targets were obscured by fog or 
mist.
A report that 22 parachutists had landed 
near Dover proved to be false.
The port is open and Drench reinforcements 
have arrived in the area. The port was, 
however, heavily bombed by the Germans, and 
the railway and oil tanks were reported in 
flames.
At 1300 the situation was critical. 300 men 
under Comdr£-> Gandell were holding the ^uay 
Lari time and the remainder were in the 
Citadel* The Germans held the greater part 
of the Northern Town. The Trench troops at 
Tort Risban were quite demoralised. It 
might be possible to evacuate some 300 troops J 
but decision is essential today as to either p 
reinfc^rcement or evacuation.
The habour was under shell fire and dis
embarkation of howitzers considered im
practicable.
Aircraft report a large fire at Calais at 
2257/26.

GRAD’ escort
and spotter aircraft bombarded German 
positions at Calais at 0730/26. At 1330, 
ARETHUSA, screened by GRAPTON, continued the 
bombardment begun by GALATEA with aircraft 
spotting, to destroy the batteries harassing 
shipping bound for Dunkirk.
WINDSOR and VERITY are on patrol off the port.
Trench troops are holding the Citadel. The 
docks are on fire. There is heavy firing. 
Small craft have been trying to rescue 
Guardsmen on the beach in the neighbourhood.
The entry of the port is still partly 
blocked by a sunken trawler and the port is 
closed due to suspected mines, ho sweeping 
facilities are at present available, sweepers 
being employed at Havre and on the Seine. 
Extensive damage to buildings and shipping 
in the harbour by enemy bombers. There is 
no anil:-aircraft protection whatever for the 
port.
The channel from Taniarville to the Havre



Le Havre Contd.

Cherbourg

Zeebrugge 

I-on? ay

. /a r  D ia r y

ritish — ir -ctivi

nnemy i-ir --ctivity 

Italy.

2 6 .5 .1 9 4 0 .
S u n d a y .

SITUATION REPORT

Barrage in the estuary of the Seine was 
swept by 3 trawlers. A convoy of 25 ships 
proceeded safely to sea and 20 ships after
wards entered the port.
At 1446/25. The port was open, wharves, 
quays and rail facilities intact. Ho air raids.

Aerial photographs of the position of the 
blockships were taken.
ENTERPRISE arrived at Scapa at 1900/26 with 
about 20 tons of gold, and was to sail for 
Plymouth a.ra. 27/5.
TRUANT is to leave the Trornso area to patrol 
the west coast of Norway.
CURLEW, providing AA protection in Narvik 
area with COVENTRY, was bombed and sunk at 
1945/26.
Fleet oiler OLEANDER was seriously damaged 
by a near miss at Harstad at 2230/26, and 
was beached. It is feared she will be a 
total loss, though attempts to salve the 
cargo are being made.
Boom defence trawler LOCK SHIN was bombed at 
Harstad 26/5 and capsized after beaching.
She is a total loss.
Normal patrols were flown. 9 Patrols, 
involving 57 aircraft, were flown over 
Prance and Belgium, where large formations 
of enemy aircraft were encountered. 86 
bomber aircraft bombed their alternative tar
gets owning to low mist. ^(Bombers are now 
given alternative targets). 18 Blenheim air
craft left at 0600 to bomb river crossings 
at Courtrai. 18 Blenheims left at dusk to 
bomb an aerodrome north of St. Pol, where 
Germans were unloading air borne petrol.
meteorological flights between Spurn Head 
and Le Havre during 26th are believed to be 
preparatory to further enemy air operations.
Offensive activity continued in Dutch,
Belgian and French Coast area, Dunkirk and 
Calais being heavily bombed, and British 
aircraft spotting for ships bombarding were 
also attacked.
Preparations for entering war at shortest 
notice continue; but considered Hussolini 
may await outcome of present fighting in
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-ranee before deciding. It is rumoured that 
many young Germans now swarming into Italy 
are part oi a German parachute contingent to 
operate with Italy which now has no para
chute corps.,
Ihe Australian Troop convoy (Q,UEAN LL^RY, 
A^UITAHIA, EMPRESS OP BRITAUT, MAURETANIA, 
AIIDESJ arrived at Cape Town a.m. 26.
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Search of Shins

Tyne Ports

Search of Shine

for folk --roads

Landing Grounds

Telephone Exchanges

GLORIOUS

L 5 Cx I t  u-Sf?tLRUg A f c .

BR TERR RISE 

HLVBNGB

Lore Command

IIOiLd C PILL JDS
Precautions
Admty. 2110/15 If action not already taken, 
all loreign ships in British waters except 
french ships are now to he thoroughly 
searched without delay. You should call on 
the .military, Customs and Police for any 
assistance required. (Hd. of it., to all 
C ’s in C., ana P.O.'s in C. at home. 0507/26)
Tour 1705/25 .re there any other small ports 
in your sub. command not mentioned in the 
list for immobilisation which you consider 
could he used hy the enemy for landing 
tanks or other armoured vehicles (C. in C., 
Rosyth, 1209/26 to T.O., Tyne)
.-11 foreign ships in Hartlepool have been 
searched, no thing to report. (17.0. Hartle
pool to C. in C., Rosyth 1845/26)
Steps to he taken with police to render 
incapable of use at short notice all motor 
craft on Norfolk Broads. (Hofor London -O' 
0126/26, 2119/26)
Aircraft Pilots instructed to inform local 
Chief Constable of any land observed made 
suitable for enemy air craft use (Air 
ministry 1200/26)
Re possible disruption of telephone centres 
by fifth Column, consult local military and 
Police and place guards on local Telephone 
Exchanges (R.A.N.A.S. to Home Air Stations 
1504/26)
movements
At 200/26 GLORIOUS will be at 070° N 015°E 
ready to fly off 46 Squadron if so ordered 
and coast conditions suitable (GLORIOUS to 
R.A. Narvik 2309/25)
WALRUS will Pi/V with you 070° N  012° E at
1700/26 (R.A. Narvik to GLORI US 1316/26)
Arrived Scapa 1740/26 (with Lorwegian gold) 
f.O.C.O.S. to Admty. 1820/26)
To escort ANTOITIA and DUCHESS Of RICHMOND 
leaving U.K. 30th May for Halifax (Adty. to 
C. in C. , Rosyth 2L36/25, C in C., Rosyth 
1503/26) Reason for escort (D.O.D. (f) 2132/ 
25)
State of ships 26/5 (C. in C., Lore 064 /26)
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A ship probably A/A destroyer to proceed to 
Dunkirk to act as additional W/T Link 
arriving after dark (Adty. to C. in 0., Nore 
1706/26)
Forty-five Dutch coasters to sail as soon as 
possible to French ports indicated (Admty to 
C. in C., Portsmouth 1834/26, Adty. to C. in 
C., Lore 1835/26, Adty to C. in C., Rosyth 
1336/26, -dty. to C. in C., Y/.A. 1837/26)
Operation DILLd-IO is to commence (Adty. to 
V.A. Dover 1857/26)
All available forces to be used for covering 
operation Dynamo tonight Sunday. (Adty. to 
C. in C., Hore 1937/26)
Operation Dynamo will be conducted by V.A.
Dover starting tonight 26th. Very large 
number of small vessels required. Embarka
tion from Belgium and adjacent French Coasts g 
(Adty. to C. in C., H.F. etc., 2017/26)
C0DRI1TGT0IT, JAVELIN, JAGUAR, GRENADE to be 
in position 52° 10* N 3" 0*S. At 0400 and 
patrol from there to Drown Aidge Duoy as 
distant covering force. C.3. 2 in GALATEA 
to rendezvous -.yith GYJLLANT, VIVACIOUS, and 
Polish Destroyer SLY3KA7/ICA at position X at 
time ordered by C.S. 2. to patrol between 
position X and South Falls Duoy. (C. in C.,
Nore, to C.S. 2 . 2240/26
Operation E_._F.
Operation E.F. to be repeated forthwith 
using D0R0DIA0 and ATLABTIC GUIDE, mine
sweepers and LL trawlers not required (Adty. 
to C. in C., Nore, 1336/26)
Naval Forces sailing about 1600/26. Expect 
arrive 0400/27. Reouest fighter protection 
Zeebrugge earliest daylight, (ALty. to Air 
ministry 1514/26)
Sailed (D.C. 2025/26)
French Coast
Situation at 0800. Enemy hold greater part of 
Northern town. They have one heavy and one 
light battery and plenty of ammunition, but 
are weary. Our troops in Citadel and round
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Operations - French Coast 589
iort are dead beat and require food and 
water. ±.o tanks left, french, troops at 
fort Aisbanin large numbers hut quite demor 
alised. Might he able evacuate say three 
hundred troops by ferrying to waiting 
trawlers. Decision essential today as to 
either reinforcement or evacuation (V.A.
Dover to Adty. 1352/26)
GALATEA detailed for bombardment. Expects 
arrive Calais 0750 with 180 rounds H.E. 
ammunition (C.S.2 to Adty. 0315/26)
GRAFTON to escort GALATEA from Downs on- 
ward. (f .0. Dover to GRAFTON 0346/26)
British ship CANTERBURY reports being fired 
at from shore when she was just East of 
Calais Ho. 6 Buoy
Report of aircraft spotting for GALATEA1s 
bombardment of battery near Calais.
Attacked about 0915 by 2 11.E. 109. Observer 
thrown out and considerable damage to air
craft. (Chatham 1309/26)
R/V with ARETHUSA at 1745 in position 135 
South Foreland 2, transfer --rmy Maps, and 
provide submarine escort to AAETHU3A (1T.0.I. 
C. Dover to GRAFTON 1618/26) On completion 
bombardment Z1ETHUSA proceed Portsmouth, 
GRAFTON escort ARETHUSA till dark and then 
return Dover. (V.A. Dover 1906/26)
ARETHUSA to be sailed forthwith to carry 
out bombardment at Calais (D.O.D. (H) /26)[
fill ammunition expended aircraft does not 
appear to be able to spot C.P.C. bursts 
and is returning to base/ f£el exhausted, 
visibility has deteriorated projfbe re
turning to base Sheerness. (C.S. 2. 1014/26)
It is estimate there are two mines inside 
pierhead and about 12 outside entrance.
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3.A. Amiiunition

CURLEW

jOg h  s h u t

OLBAHDER

iiOLii COIIHAKDS

Operations- L'arvik
590

Hecommendations and precautions for 
landing aircraft at Skaanland (R.--. Narvik 
to GLORIOUS 0044/26)
Request S.O. Hinelayers or other expert he 
sent forthwith to settle details of mine
fields before arrival of mines. Host 
desirable mines be laid immediately on 
arrival because of possible air attack. 
(R.-w ilarvik to --dty. 1224/26)
Hy 1948/25 estimate of am.unition assumes 
early arrival of H01JAHCE OH BEU.IUDA with 
200 tons 4 inch H.A. ammunition. Without 
this only three to four days supply re
mains. (H.A. B'arvik to ---dty. 1230/26)
In consequence your 72024/25 it is im
perative that 500^,000 rounds belted S.^ 
ammunition be sent in fast H.H. ship at_ 
once. (B.O.I.C. Ilarvik to Adty. 1604/26)
Bombed and sunk today. Believed twenty- 
five killed and ten slightly wounded (l.O. 
Uarvik to ndty. 1808/26; (Gee also Air)
Boom defence trawler, bombed at Harstad 
'26/5. Capsized after beaching and is a 
total loss. (I.C. 0464/40)
See Air.
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Casualties and Defects.

French (3073 tons) reported sunk by A/C 
between Rouen and Dunkirk. (D.S.)

Hit at 1524 in position off Skuteness,
Lavang Fiord, Norv/ay, 67.32.2C N. , 16.37.?0E« 
Sank 2 Cables from S.E. end of Fiord at 1710 
in 20 fathoms. Report of C.O. ana 
observations why no Court of Inquiry held. 
(U.0H754/40).
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British Air Activity.

At 01+00/26 in 56:33 N. , 1+:02 E. Aircraft 
attacked Danish fishing vessel with D/F loop 
on wheelhouse. Ship shaken and crew 
abandoned her. {(€, ov+V*o)

Reconnoitring
Patrols

Following air patrols flown tonight Sunday: 
Three aircraft from 60° N. to Stadlandet at 
dawn and two aircraft in area 59 to 6 1° N.
1 to 3° E. at dusk.

French Coast Our aircraft shot down thirteen bombers off 
French coast today and possibly sixteen 
others without loss to our fighters (Adty. 
to B.N.L.O. Marceau 2113/26).

Enemy Air Activity
n

CURLEW sunk H.M.S. CURLEW sunk by air attack in Narvik 
area at 191+5/26. 25 killed. (X.C. > 01+63/1+0) 
See also Narvik.

R. F. A. OLEANDER (Oiler) severely damaged by near miss, 
beaching with full load on board. Attempting 
to salve cargo. Fear ship is a loss without 
proper salvage appliance (R.A. Narvik, 2228/2o

2 Trawlers bombed At about 0815/26, about 12 Junkers attacked 
2 trawlers in approx, position 51:00 i:* » 
01:1+5 E. Trawlers not hit but probably 
damaged by very near misses. (Chatham 
Broadcast to Adty. 1309/26;

Ivin ning.

Operation B.S. 
Nine

2 parallel lines 360° from 52:51 N. ,
02:1+7 E. to be laid on Monday 27th i..ay or 
as*soon after as practicable (Adty. to 
C. in C., None, 1227/26).

Mines
Exploded.

2 magnetic mines exploded today by L.L. 
Trawlers in positions 0U8° Knucxle Lt. 
mile and 073G K n u c k le  Light 6 cables 
(V A. Dover to Adty. 185^26). 2 magnetic 
mines have been exploded off Portsmouth.
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English Coa sts German Aircraft active laying of parachute
mines off S.E. and S. coasts of England. 
Portsmouth is now closed. (Adty. 2150/26).
S/L's in I. of Wight state that 3 aircraft 
circled the Needles for 45 minutes and 
splashes and 1 explosion were heard.
(Air Min. D. S. 313).

Enemy Intelligence.

boat state Germans allowed them to fish,
Nogth of German declared area and East of 
04' E. , hut W. of this longitude liable to 
bombing; also that no Danish fishing vessels 
are operating S. of 56:30 N. (V.A.S. to Adty. 
1435/26). They may not fish inside line 
Rons Channel to Naze and must keep within 
3 miles of Danish coast when going to fishing 
ground. They said our declared Minefield 
quite safe as all mines have been swept. (C. in 
C. , Rosyth to Adty. 2033/26).

52:54 N. , 04:11 E. (22 miles W. -by S. of 
Texel) course 240 speed 40 at 1855/26).

German W/T traffic abnormal, messages broadc 
on frequencies associated with minesweepers, 
patrol vessels and the larger units of the 
Fleet, Volume of traffic decreased during 
the night to below normal. Possible some 
operation is impending. (I.C., 0463/40).

Shipping

are being intimidated by German threat to 
take their wives and families into Germany, 
(B. 2). (D.N.I., Melbourne, 0631Z/26).

TETRARCH Patrol Report. Danes from captured fishing

War Motor Boats Aircraft contact with 4 enemy War M/B's at

Norwegian Shins Reported that Masters of Norwegian ships
.UA.—   - 1 • A A — A  «  4- "K-rf / I o n  or* fhrp.'t t
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Weather

Wind
S.light, 
moderate.
S.W. light.

S.E. to S. fresh

Visibility
Good except in 
heavy showers.
Moderate to 
good in fog 
patches.

Outlook
Similar.

Wind hacking 
to S.E. 
becoming 
fresh.

Generally good Wind veering 
with fog patches to S.W.fresh.

Probable Weather
Light variable. Moderate to good. Similar.
Light to Moderate to Similar,
moderate, south- good, 
erly.
Light southerly. Moderate to

good.

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

North Atlantic
Serious fire broke out 0200/26. Still 
burning but under control. Damage serious 
and will require extensive repair. No 
casualties. (F. O.C.N.A., 0930/26).

South Atlantic.
S.0.I Cape Town reports British ship 
CEFil-Y-BRYN due Cape Town 18/5 has not 
arrived. (S.0.1. Freetown, 1250/26). 
Arrived Durban 26/5 (S.0. (i) Cape Town, 
2208/26).
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French positions

North Atlantic

At 1200/26. (Adty. to C. in C. , W.A. 
0035/26).

Patrols for 
German Shipping

German ships may shortly attempt to leave 
Vigo. Orders for patrols by CHESHIRE and 
DERBYSHIRE. (F.O.C.N.A. , 1006/26).

South Atlantic

Sal Island & 
Azores

Your 0929/2U- Matter has been taken up 
with French and Portuguese. French 
urged to keep A. M. C. in vicinity and prepare 
effective countermeasures. Portuguese 
urged at once to s end effective force to 
prevent coup. Measures also taken for 
Azores (Adty. 211+2/25 to C. in C. , S.A. ).

Air Defence of 
Trinidad

Your 31+7 of 11/26. Owing to depletion of 
my forces I have been compelled to withdraw 
cruiser from Dutch West Indian waters thus 
leaving Governor Curacao to rely solely 
upon his own Naval and Air Forces. I there
fore do not consider the moment opportune 
to ask him for loan of aircraft which are 
presumably being converted for defence of 
Dutch Islands. Further consider bombing 
efficiency of these machines manned by any 
but trained crews very problematical.
Suggest you rely upon such reconnaissance 
aircraft as you are able to make use of 
working in co-operation with local Naval 
forces. (C. in C. , A.W.I. 220 1/26 to 
Governor, Trinidad).

Mediterranean,

Italian Shipping Italian shipping agents Port Said state all 
Lloyd Tries^eno ari1̂  Adriatica sailings 
now delayed and Adriatica sailings to S. 
Africa conceited. P. & 0 HIMALAYA v/ith two 
other ships are reported not to have sailed 
from Italian ports, reliability B.2. 
(S.B.N.O. Suez Canal to Adty. 1108/26).
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Mediterranean (Contd.)

Greek Shipping Asking for any information of control of
Greek merchant ships hy Greek Navy. 
(D.N.I., 11+52/26 to to N.A. , Athens).

Italian
preparations

Reported A.2, that ferry steamers normally 
running between Naples and islands being re
quisitioned. B. 2, that 2nd Sqn. with 
battleship* VITTORIO V  VENETO in company 
sailed from Soeraria 23/5 and passed Ventotene 
Island 25/5- (N.A. Rome, 1901/16).

Situation As soon as German success in Prance is
assured Italy will commence operations 
against Corsica. Preparations to gain 
control of Western Mediterranean already 
made. Italian submarines left for Balearie 
Is. 21/5, others sent to Cadiz. Intention is 
to establish submarine bases both places. 
Attack on Corsica will be combined with 
attack on Gibraltar with Spanish co-operation 
followed by attack on Nice from seawards. 
Co-operation of present Spanish Govt, 
considered unlikely (D.N.I. 0025/26).

East Indies

Troopships 8 British battalions in 7 troopships for
U.K. leave Bombay 6/6 via Cape. KENT escorts 
from Bombay to Durban (C. in C. , E. I. 1226Z/26)

Convoy U.S. 3/1 Arrived Cape Town arn/26 expected sailing
29/5 (N.O.I.C. Capetown, 1156/ 26).

French A.M.C. CARAIBE escorting transport 
■kt? TAKALINA sailed Durban at 1120 for Tynemouth. 
' (IT. C.I.C. Durban to Adty. 1130Z/26).

t
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China

CERES ) Adty. 20U5/25. CERES and COLOMBO no longer
COLOMBO) required. Presence has "been very great

help round Dutch East Indies while this 
was necessary. (C. in C. , China, 11+27/26).

America & West Indies.

Italian Shipping My 1001+/25* Italian S.S. LEME now detained
San Francisco on orders from Genoa.
(N.S.H.Q. , Ottawa, 1016/26).

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

It is reported from Kobe that German ships 
in the port cannot sail without permission 
from the Japanese Govt, and that some 
Japanese interests are pressing for facilities 
to charter the ships. (O.I.C.)
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Ships Attacked

CORRALES at 1134/26 heard SSSS 44° N. 
140 (portion missed) W. Turgez. (LEITH 
144/26).

Submarines Reported

0015/24 U-boat sighted 18 miles 9. of Galley Head
at 0015/24, course westerly (C. in C., W. A. 
1309/26).

1935/26 Unknown submarine my approx, position
53:00 N. 03:00 E. (Aircraft No 220 Sqdn. 
to 18 Rec. H.Q. 1935/26).

1500

2013

Portuguese authorities state that at 1500/26 
a submarine was ten miles S.W. of Sagres. 
Source A.0. (N.C.S.O. Lisbon to D.N.I. 
2237/26)

D.F. unknown enemy unit, reliable fix, 
probably U-boat, 55:50 N. , 14:45 W. 
(D.D.I.C. , 2040/26, 0921/27).
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During tlie night 26/27 3,800 troops oi’ the 
jj.D.j . were embarked in 3mall craft from the 
beaches of Dunkirk.
A furtner 15000 were to have been evacuated 
during the night 27/28, but the situation 
deteriorated rapidly during the day, and
evacuation continued under machine gun fire 
and air attack, about 10,300 more men being 
evacuated during the day.
At 0700/27, batteries believed to consist of 
at least 40 guns were reported to have been 
established by the Germems between Calhis 
and Gravelines and were shelling ships 
approaching Dunkirk. Traffic to D,nkirk 
was diverted to a new channel to avoid the 
fire of these batteries.
Dunkirk was continuo3ly bombed during the 
day. KYDO which was to have landed guns was 
ordered to return to Portsmouth without un
loading. Two hospital ships arrived at 
dusk.
The German batteries appear to be at inter
vals of about 600 yards along the coast 
and about mile inland.
6 Swordfish of ho 825 squadron destroyed 
the first two batteries/ 9,960 lbs of bo be 
were released.
Situation obsdure since 0300/26.
British ships I3LB 0. — -AZiBT and .X..A3* I. 
report being heavily shelled off Calais at 
0310 and 0316 respectively, ss ->_QU .2 
was shelled at C700, 2 miles 2 of Calais 
and KIIIG 0P.K7 at 0905. The former was sunk.
The bombardment of the shore batteries east 
of Calais by AP37H0S;. 27/5 was cancelled.
The R.A.F. dropped water and ammunition in 
Calais during the day, 9 Swordfish coo erat- 
ing with naval units obt inec a direct hit 
on an enemy machine battery.
The channel from Tanfarville to the -ktrre
Barrage in the estuary of the Seine '-as beer, 
swept by 3 trawlers. A  cor.vcy of 25 
shies proceeded s . ely to ■ ta, -—'id aO snips 
have since entered tr.e pert.
magnetic mines are known to have been laic 
close off the pierheads, -mad farther raids 
to block available berths are anticipated. 
The port is without f/>. protection.
D.3.T.O. reported 173C, no air raids, 
wharves and cuays intact, . ,rt open.
port £ail facilities intact.

" -t c rh c u r;
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Ze]2TU£XL§ The additional block ships for Zeebrucge

were heavily attacked by aircraft at 0356 
and 0415/27. SHIl.nwA'TEK, acting as one of 
the escorting vessels, was also attacked 
by • *T.B. s.t O1 2 0 , The first squadron of 
aircraft to provide fighter protection did 
not take off until 0450, about an hour after 
the attack on the bloclcships.

■L.arvik —res. British troops have taken up a position 45
miles south of ^odo, on the Dodo- c road.
Bodo (125 miles Bouth of Harvik) is strongly 
garrisoned by -ritish forces. Load com- 
munications between the 2 places are poor. 
Progress has been made north of Kombaks 
fiord by french troops of the foreign Legion.

Enemy -air activity Enemy reconnaissance aircraft were in action
off the east coast and in the Channel, 
before dawn and after dark, reports of 
sightings being received from off Cromer, 
Lowestoft, Harwich and LentJ3oast and 
Beachy Head. The s.s. YETIMjLEH was heavily 
bombed when approaching the Downs from 
Calais.
In the Dutch, Belgian and french coast area, 
reconnaissance activity 'was general, but 
offensive activity was centred near Dunkirk, 
Zeebrugge and Os tend. The former port was 
bombed continuously throughout the day, as 
many as 40 aircraft being engaged at one 
time. Considerable damage was done and 
much disorganisation caused in the port. ^ 
number of H.H. ships were attacked in this 
area during the day.
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Submarines

Belgium

iiolicx
In viev; of serious situation nov/ de
veloping I consider it most important 
that all submarines should be available 
for operation in the centre of southern 
portion of forth Sea. If you concur, 
request you will order ThUAHT to be with
drawn from forthern forv/ay nov; and that 
I may divert SSVhill to patrol in 
Central forth Sea. further proposed 
that minelaying by submarines on 
Norwegian Coast be discontinued so that 
minelaying submarines may be available 
for patrol. (V.n.S., 1102/27)
It seems possible that the Belgians may 
ask for an Armistice tonight. lAdty. to 
C. in C., H.P. 2214/27)
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Precautions

Northern Patrol 1fcidenty
iTT

In order that the identy of all ships reported 
by air searches in the Northern Patrol area 
may be checked, it is considered most 
desirable that the movements of all ships, 
both 3ritish and foreign, round the north 
coast or bound to Kirkwall should be reported 
by N.C.S.O.'s to V.A.N.P. (V.A.N.P. , 0001/27) 
Order for this (D.T.D., 1206/27).

Berthing Positions When berthing allied and neutral vessels
care to be taken that they are not placed near 
any points of vital importance where this can 
be avoided. (D. of L.D. , 122U/27).

Inchkeith Asking that Forth Area H.A. Umbrella may be 
again extended to cover Portress of 
Inchkeith. At present its only A/A defence 
consists of 2 or 3 pom-poms. (C. in C., 
Rosyth 1921/27).

Portsmouth

Warkworth

Proposing dispersal of production and supply 
of signal ecpiipraent̂  all of which is 
concentrated in Signal School. (C. in C., 
Portsmouth, 1907/27).

Adty. 21i+2/21* and 21i*7/2i+. Battery despatch^/ 
for installation at Tyne is now to be 
installed Warkworth Harbour. (D. of L.D. , 
2011/27).

Burntisland Your 1823/26. Please confirm that blockship 
for Burntisland will always be available 
locally. (C. in C. , Rosyth, 111*9/27, to 
N.C.S.0., Methil).

Ports, General Adty. 190U/25. Any preparations which 
involve undue interference with present 
working of ports orjshipping or existing 
contracts are to be submitted xor prior 
Adty. sanction. (D. of L.D. 23*13/27)*

My 0901/1st May. In addition to disguised 
raiders enemy may try to pass ships through 
Patrol containing Troops and War Materials. 
All westbound ships should be identified and 
examined. (V.A.N.P. 2309/27).
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evacuation of non-combatant units 
of B.E. F. (Contd.)~

Two hospital ships due Dunkirk about 2100. 
(N.O.I.C., Dover", 1956/27).
Your 1922 (re hospital ships requirements). 
No, two others have passed me. (VIMY to 
WOLFHOUND, 2055/27).*
Following 3 Dutch schuits if loaded with 
Army supplies are to proceed La Panne, 
ORANGE, FRINGES^ JULIANA and GORECHT. 
(N.O.I.C., Dover, 161+1/27).
Dive bombing attacks, k very close misses, 
no damage, my position 51 : 1 6 N. 3:U1 E. 
(WOLFHOUND, 1635/27).
Dunkirk and anchorage being continuously 
bombed. Fighters must be sent. (WOLSEY, 
1850/27).
My ammunition very nearly expended. Please 
let me know if I can help, if not, when I 
can return. (WOLSEY, 1858/27).
Arrived Dunkirk with (? party) via Zuidco^te 
Pass, 1+ hour passage. Much dive-bombing, only 
minor damage. Dunkirk burning fiercely, 
further report after landing. (S.IT. O.(A) 
Dunkirk, 1735/27).^
Bombed terrible. (Dunkirk to Marine,
Paris, no T.0.0. reed., 1 8 W 2 7 ; .
French M. T. B. 21+ sailed for Dunkirk at 131+5. 
(V.A. Dover, 182+7/27).
Please send every available craft east Ox 
Dunkirk immediately. Evacuation tomorrow 
night is problematical. ( 8 . N . O ., Dunkirk,

>ort continually bombed all day and on fire, 
inbarkation possible only from beaches,
»ast of harbour. Send all ships and 
passenger ships there to anchor. Am ordering 
WOLFHOUND to load there and sai_. l&.a.u. , 
)unkirk, 2005/27).
WOLFHOUND and WOLSEY are e)each and will sail before dawn. (WOLFHOUHD
2100/27).
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Siillkirk* evacuation of non-comp at ant units
of B.E.F. (Contd.)

MAID OP ORLEANS not to enter Dunkirk but 
anchor close inshore between Marte-les-Bains 
and Zuyd Coote to embark troops from beach. 
All available ships should be diverted 
to the beach. (V.A. Dover to S.N. 0. Dunkirk, 
2101/27).
Close the beach at La Panne at 0100 tomorrow 
Tuesday and embark Air Officer Commanding 
British Troops, using your boat. This is 
our last chance of saving them. (V.A. Dover, 
2127/27 to GRAFTON and BLYSKAWICA)
DOGGERSBANK, VREDE, HILDA and REIGER, 
released from Southend this evening, are 
to be intercepted at N. Goodwin L.V. and 
routed to close the beach between Zuidcoote 
and Masteries-Bains , that is, 1 to 3 miles 
E. of Dunkirk. To be released so as to 
reach their destination at 2200/28. (C. in 
C. Nore, to N.C.S.0., Ramsgate 2129/27).

Request up to 200 Lewis Guns with boat 
mountings be supplied to N.O.I.C. Ramsgate 
for small craft operating French Coast 
(V.A. Dover to Adty 1309/27).

embark all possible British troops in own 
boats. This is our last chance of saving 
them. (V.A. Dover, to GRAFTON 2127/27). 
GALLANT, VIVACIOUS, WINDSOR, VIMY, CALCUTTA, 
ANTHONY, IMPULSIVE to close beach one to 
three miles East of Dunkirk with utmost 
despatch and embark all possible British 
troops using own boats. This is our last 
chance of saving them. LAID OF ORLEANS, 
LORMONT, seventeen Drifters and other craft 
will be operating. (V.A. Dover to GALLANT 
etc. 211+2/27) * Cancel my 2114-2. Proceed 
to Lapanne with similar orders (V.A. Dover 
to CALCUTTA 2235/27). Twenty Cutters with 
half crews and coxswains to leave Sheerness 
at 0900/28 in tow of tug for Dover (C. in C., 
2259/27). Unless fighter protection p ro v id e d  
continually from dawn tomorrow dive bombing 
will be very serious (Air Liaison, Dunkirk, 
to F.C. 2350/27).

Evacuation of 
B.E.F.

GRAFTON and Polish Destroyer BLYSTATICA 
to close beach at Lafanne at 0100/28 and



War Diary 27.5.¥>.Monday
HOME COMMANDS
--------------  606

Operations

Dunkirk, Operation Dynamo, Evacuation of Non-Combatant
Units of B.E. F.

Evacuation of A buoyed channel five cables wide to be
B.E. F. Contd. established through seven positions between

North Goodwin L.V. and Dunkirk. Execution 
to begin at 1^00/27 by SKIPJACK, HALCYON, 
IMPULSIVE and.. PATRICIA, (t.h.v )
Is it possible to accommodate L.L. Sweepers 
in Dunkirk or Ostend (N.O. Dover to B.N.L.O. 
07U7/27) Your 07U7. Yes, Dunkirk (B.N.L.O. 
Dunkirk to N.0. Dover 0956/27)

17 drifters arrive Dunkirk from Westward 
tonight. Divert to beach as necessary.
(V.A. Dover, 2158/27 to WOLFHOUND & W0LSEY).

Calais

Rouen and Havre

Many guns between Les Hommes and Gravelines 
interfering with shipping (D.C.0316/27)•
ISLE OF THANET reported at 0705 under heavy 
shell fire off Calais. (N. Foreland Radio, 
0810/27).KING 0RRY reported at 0905 being shelled off 
Calais (North IbreLand Radio 0905/27).
Aircraft report large Field Batteries 
Aop. 7.5-inch firing into Calais from S.W. 
and S. of Canal Basins 2 and 3 miles from 
Town, and A/A Battery to W. of Calais firing 
aup. U'inch shelfc. (Chatham A. C.H. Q. to
h ’q .c .c . 0 1 2 7/ 2 7) »38 Lysanders dropped 22i+ gallons of water, 
22,000 rounds of ammunition and 86ij. grenades 
over Calais; 6 Hectors and 9 Swordfish bombed 
targets in the vicinity during the operation. 
3 Lysanders and 1 Hector failed to return. 
ARETHUSA bombardment. Cancel my 2328/26 
and 2337/26. Operation will not take place. 
(V.A. Dover to Coastal & Fighter Commands,
etc. 0807/27)*
French unable to provide escort for store 
ship AMIEN0IS from Greenock for Havre. No 
British escort available, ship to sail 
unescorted. (B.K.L.O., Larceau, 1537/27, 
D .o .D ., 1915/27). Request policy for British 
shipping now at Le Havre and Rouen. Port 
liable to be bombed and channel blocked with 
magnetic mines. (B.N.L.O., Marceau, 1506/27).
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Calais

British SEQUACITY bombarded by shore batteries 
two miles to eastward of Calais near Green 
Buoy at 0655/27* Three hits, ship sank at 
No. 2 Buoy between south Goodwin and Calais. 
Crew saved, chief engineer wounded. (N.O.I.C. , 
Ramsgate, 1725/27).
Intercept 0912, shelled off Calais. (N. 
Foreland Radio, no T.0.0., /27).
Making for Downs from Calais, attacked by 
enemy aircraft (IT. Foreland Radio, 0726, 
0852/27)•
(with 12 pdr. batteries for Calais) is to be 
sailed for Portsmouth (D.O.D.(H) 1U33/27).

Rouen and Havre
Master of British ship FLUOR saw 3 parachute 
mines dropped near him when in Havre Roads 
19/5 and 21/5 in approx, position i+9: 29:21 
N. , 01:36 E. (N. C.S.O. Le Havre 1200/27).
D.S.T-0. Le Havre reports condition unchanged. 
Shipping passing in and out and up the Seine. 
Searching of channels continues. (3.N.L.O., 
Marc eau, 23U2/27)•

Belgian Coast
Following message from Phantom for your 
action:- A.27,27/5- G.Q.G. request hospital 
ship off Ostend tomorrow morning. Can you 
pass Adty. Last message. Closing down.
Moving Middelkerke. T.0.0. 1555* Message 
repeated to Back H.Q., R.A.F. Component,
B.E.F. (North H. Q. , B.A.F.F. to Air Ministry,
1730/27).
Adty. from Adm. of the Fleet Keyes. As |
many M.T.B.’s as possible would be invaluable 
for evacuating important people in certain 
eventualities. Minimum of (?3) should be 
held available to proceed to Nieuport ,
immediately on call. (No.9 (Needham) Military 
Mission to War Office, 1021/27J*
Cancel my 1846. 2 11.T.B. 'a left Harwich forNieuport 1930, another at 2100. (C. in C. ,
Nore, 2031/27).
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Operation successful (P. O.D.E. to Adty 072^/27) 
If opportunity occurs you are to put an 
M.T.B. alongside the Wandelaar Light Vessel 
and capture the crew (C. in C., Nore to 
VEGA 0012/27).

Operations Quentin, Quixote.

Aldeburgh-Omburg 4 and 5 cut on "beach. 
Lowestoft-ITorderney cut k miles from 
Lowestoft. Bacton-Borkum 2 cut 002 deg. 
15' East. (N.O.I.C., Yarmouth, 09U5/27'

Iceland

Precautions, After consultation with N.O.I.C., agree that
Defence Needs examination service required at early date

both at Reykjavik and Hafnafjordur, for which 
two 6-inch batteries necessary. Further, 
to guard sea approach coast defence batteries 
both places essential. In opinion of N.O.I.C. 
10,000-ton cruiser or ship could go alongside 
quay and disembark 1,000 men in ten minutes. 
This being so, my back doors are wide open 
at present. Have taken all possible steps 
to stop landing at piers and beach but as a 
consequence am to await further orders. 
(Alabaster, Reykjavik, 2220/25).
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Operations. Narvik ^rea
Earstad arrivals British ships OIL PIONEER 
and COEMIKSTEM from Scapa. Sailings,
British DEVON CITY, German prize ALSTER with 
iron ore, H.M.S. LASSO and destroyer 
■ESKIMO in tow tug BANDIT, escorted by 
ELEET100D. DEVON CITY and ALSTER have 
Approx. 300 marines ex -ASHOBKA on board. 
(H.A., Narvik, 1006/2?)
1401/23. 18th i/S Striking force have 
arrived. Owing to further casualties and 
increased requirements of military situa
tion it is necessary to retain INDIAN STAR, 
LADY ELSA and ST. KENAN for the present. 
(R.A., Narvik, 1120/27)
Coast defence equipment remaining on board 
British -.M.SH03RA, and cannot be removed 
until ship is salvaged. Request replace
ments may be sent with reformed R.M.P.U. 
(R.A., Narvik, 1150/27)
PENELOPE reports that German ALSTER left 
Skjelfiord for Tromso on 20/4 to disembark 
cargo, and as far as is known was still 
there on 10/5. She has a prize crew con
sisting of 4 officers and 62 ratings from 
PENELOPE. (E.O., Glasgow, 1212/27;
Request 10 horse boats and L.S.T.D.C. Pier 
in EMPIRE ABILITY may be sent to Ears tad as 

early as practicable. (P.0., Narvik, 1322/ 
27)
Your 1742/24. Unemployed Norwegian 
Mercantile Marine officers and men should 
not be given passage to U.K. (Hf. of M. to 
R.A., Narvik, 1918/27)
Propose Convoy proceed independently and 

^PLEETY/OOD assist towage of ESKIMO. Progress 
of ESKIMO is 6.9 knots and steering 
difficult. (ELEETWOOD, 2255/27)
Must remain in Northern waters. (1st S.L. to
C. in 0., H.P. 1550/27
Sailed for Harstad (E.O.I.C.Greenock to
Adty. 1715/27)
To embark H.E., 2 pdr., and Oerliken ammu
nition for Narvik before sailing (D.T.S.D. 
1802/27 a.n.
A.M. 1550/27. Expect arrive Tromso 0600/28 
(C.S.I. to E.O. Narvik 1925/27)
British MRfp COX',/OLD arrived escorted by 
PRESTON NORTKEND and LINCOLN CITY. (R.A. 
Narvik to Adty. 2240/27)



,/ar -^iarv 27•5*1940. 
Londay.

1I0LL COliLAliDS

-■arvik Contd.
700

-^ransxer all available 3»A»A# ammunition 
and "belting machine for hurricanes to one 
of escorting destroyers for immediate trans
port to liars tad (D.O.D.H to GLORIOUS 2259/27)
Operation for capture of Ilarvik began at 2340/ 
27 One battalion of foreign Legion and one 
Norwegian battalion landed near Larvik, 
supported by gunfire of fleet and by R.A.I*’. 
fighters. (D.C. 030C/29)

CLOje-S IC T o  "h. Oj L -f  t l u - m  Le.re-5 ' j - T o  Tn—  .
^ ^  ^  b  / O
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H o i
■British iiir •‘.ctivity
Request 806 Sqdn. may proceed from Worthy 
-L'o./ii oo Detling dawn 28/5 to provide 
striking force against enemy i~.T*B’s Sodn. 
y/ill return to Worthy Down at dusk. (H.q.

. os3 and district, .aerodrome apcarently 
under construction, .vt 0716, sighted two 
large -T's estimated 15,000 tons in 60°
49 *11 5° 20 *E (Donibristle., 1100/27) (2020/ 27)

3 Hudsons from Leflchars to attack L/V*s re
ported in Bergen at Dav/n 28/5. (C. in C., 
1954/27)
Report of raid at 0740-0745 (Donibristle 
1005/27)
Report of attack on r/A batteries, N.W. 
-ardwick, by 6 machines at 1745 (A.C.H. . 
Chatham, to T.0.0./27)
Enemy Air activity
Bombed 5 *N. W. Calais shortly after 
8 enemy aircraft. (I.C., 0463/40)
Heavily bombed when approaching the Downs 
from Calais, (I.C. 0464/40)
..ttacked by aircraft 51° 22*11 03° 03 *E 
(VEG-n. 0356/27) Helo 51° 22*11 03° 03 *E 
(VEGA to Whitehall 0610/27)
Help (WOLFHOUND to V.^. Dover 1622/27) 
bombed at 51° 16* N 3° 41*E no damage.
(WOLFHOUND to IT.0.I.C. Dover, 1635/27 )
A number of ILL. ships were attacked during 
the day off the coast of France and the 
Low Countries*
Trawler LOCH SHIN bombed and sunk in Narvik 
area. (F.O. Narvik to Adty. 1958/27)
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HONE COM. ARDS
Enemy Intelligence 702

. -ctivity

Danish Pishing 
Vessel

SHU \RVI.ATER

HIM.EE .Destroyers

Unusual German W/T activity together with 
very wide German meteorological air 
reconnaissance may indicate an impending 
operation. (D.C., 0228/27)
Air craft report Danish Wishing Vessel in 
61° 43 *li. 05^40’¥ steering IT.V. at 0400 
;~.0.E.N.A. to .Inn 1410/27 ) See
also - iscellaneous.
Eeing attacked hy L-.T.B's 51° 20’N. 02° 1 6 'E 
(about 15’ SOT from Dunkirk) (3KE.tRVAi.TER 
0120/27)
Your 2050/26. Cruiser HIM/ER destroy-
ers, viz., PAUL JACOB I and e i the rVEIEDEL or 

H m mami\i SCHQEMAHH, entered Trondheim on 9/4, time of 
arrival not known. (D.D.I.C., 1346/27 to C. 
in C., H.P.) Your 1346. If this is so 
which ship was with the hattle-cruiser that 
RENOWN engaged? (C. in C., H.P. 1434//27)
Your 1434. Up to present it has not been 
possible to deduce what part cruisers 
NURNBERG and LEIPZIG played in Norwegian in
vasion, and it is thought possible that one 
of these two ships was in company with 
battle-cruiser GNEISERAU when latter was 
engaged by RENOWN. (D.D.I.C., 1653/27)

EIDER

1255

1259

1835.

1902
2230

2 large A,V 1s

German Attacks on 
E inmark

Reported by Norwegian traveller German crui
ser ELDER lying alongside jetty, naval yard, 
Oslo, undergoing repairs. (Goteborg, 1635/27)|[
I.T.E, *3
1 E.T.B., 51.59’N., 4.04’E., Hook of 
Holland (Aircraft report)
1 A.T.B., 52.56’N., 4.38* E., 5 miles west 
of Helder, course 030°, attacked but no 
hits. (Aircraft report 220 Sqdn.)
1 A.T.B., 52.07’ XT., 2.22’E., West of 
Orfordness. (Aircraft report 235 Sqdn.) 
(Attacked by 4 bombs, no hits (Air Ain., 
D.S., 313)
4 K.T.B.(s 52.46’ N., 4.05’ N. [A/G report)
4 i .T.B’s, 52.00*N., 4.00* E. (l.0.,Dover,
2230/27)
Sighted by aircraft 0716, 60° 49fN 5° 20* E 
estimated 15000 tons (Donibristle 1100/27, 
2020/27)
By air or road (C.S.I. 1854/25) The possi
bility if not pinability is always present 
and must be guarded against. (I'.O. Narvik. 
1828/27, to C.S.I)
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Pishing

HOih COi.hj.DS 
Shi m  ing

Situation at 2000/27 (C. in C., Y, .7-0,3 
1327/27) Positions (D.C., 1900/27)
^-rea remitted to Danes (C. in C., Rosyth

Special instructions are being sent to 
R.O'sI.G. and Pishing Officers on receipt 
of which Norwegian, Belgian, Dutch trawlers 
and Seine net fishing vessels, as well as 
Danish vessels now in prize arc pemitted 
to fish from ports to which they will be 
allocated by the L. of Agriculture and 
Pisheries., This is a temporary measure 
on the understanding that two-thirds of 
the fishing vessels may later be required 
for Naval Service. (A.C.1T.S., 2332/27)

Barry CIosco

Portsmouth
h/S Trawlers at 
Stornoway

Magnetic mine exploded 55° 1*46" 1° 21* 54 
'.V. (p.O.I.C. Tyne to C. in C., Hosyth 1502/ 
27)
Barry and ports to Eastward closed. Ships 
entering Channel being diverted to humbles 
Bay. Area within two miles of 51° 18*11 
3° 45*Yir is dangerous due to mines (P.O.I.C. ■ 
Cardiff to Adty. 1037/28)
./as reopened late p.m. (27) (I.C.0464/40)
Reference 13010210/40 it is considered 
that majority if not all h/S trawlers 
now at Stornoway should be redisposed 
between Peterhead and Granton. Risk of 
minelaying in llinches seems less than on 
East Coast. Request you redis )Ose as 
think best (D.h.A. to C. in C., Rosyth 
1558/27)
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Bear Adm. Berrien succeeded in command to
day by ^ea*Adm. Jadart, flag remains in 
auxiliary cruiser EL DJEZ.JR (Adra., force Z 
1900/27)
Be supply of fuel. (N.A. Dublin, 1540/27)
A^UAMARIME to proceed up E. coast Baroes 
and examine all trawlers sighted. (V.A.H.P. 
1410/27)
H7EATHER

S.E. moderate to 
fresh in ilorth, 
light and variable 
elsewhere.
S. to S.W.,light Bain or Boderate
to moderate showers,local

mist.
3.V. Boderate

S.W. moderate.
Light and variable 
in north, S.E., 
moderate in south.

Cloudy,local 
mist in east

Hoderate 
to good

Occasional Boderate
rain or generally
showers,local poor in 
fog or mist. fog.

Cloudy. Good
Bine to cloudy Good 
with local fog generally 
in south except

in fog.
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LOCH SHIM

aSTUBIAS

SSQ.UACI'fY

CASIN'JiTINS Alii) DAABCTS 705
Severely damaged, by near miss at Narvik, 
beached and feared total loss. (A.A. Narvik 
to Adty. 2228/26)
Loom defence trawler, capsized after 
beaching at Harstad after damage by bombs, 
fear total loss. (R.A., Narvik, 1206/27)
Aire extinguished after 30 hours. Slight 
damage to hull, but ship considered seaworthy. 
(-.0.0.A...  1320/27)
Bombarded by heavy gunfire 2 ’ Last of Calais. 
Sank later betY/een Calais and South Ooodwin 
L.V. (N.O.I.C. Ramsgate to Adty. 1725/27)

SUPPLEMENT
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Preach - o sit ions 
Cables

SEBASTL^

IhilDGL V/ATER 

U.-S. 5.

•<Vest. ;-f rican Convoy

+-ereliant Ships 

r/.TRIS

Italian Warships 

7th C.S.

j’QUElGir Sit.Tin;:s

North -Atlantic.
706

Convoys and patrols (L.C., 0202/27)
-our 1228/24 Approved to defer repairs to 
breaks in cables off Vigo and Lisbon until 
provision o: A/S escorts can be arranred. 
1D.0.D. (P) 1754/27 to P.O.C.N.A.)
Spanish ship. Complaint brought into 
-ibraltar and there served with Admiralty 
Sourt writ. Aeport urgently reouired. 
(D.E.Y/.L. to P.0.C.I7.A., 2007/27)

South Atlantic
iimended programme, Lagos to Simons to?/n.
(C. in C., S.A, 1850/27) Cancel rny 1850/27 
(C. in C., S.A. 1025/28)
Radius of ships in d- ys at sea, fuel con
sumption, etc., (N.O.I.C. Simonstovn 1235/27
And troop convoy from India. Re escorts

Your 1243/8/4. arrangements have been made 
with owners of -v3,I.S. for all communications 
to be sent through naval channels. Request 
you inform masters accordingly. (L.A.S. to 
C. in C., lied. 1238/27)
Your 1800/25, Concur in sailing of PATRIS 
for transport of Polish troops. (N.A., 
Belgrade, 124l/27)
Naval secret call sign identifications. 
(C.O.S., St. ANGELO, 1604/27)
Your 1312/26. Newly formed Inediterranean 
Squadron should be designated 7th Cruiser 
Squadron. (Hd. of II., 2331/27 to C. in 0., 
Led.)
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goreign Stations

Communication

Ore el: Shinning

Italian -reparations 
See also - e m a n  
- erchant Shins

b/Iu banct4&»«

Squadrons

LIYTLI -POOL

mediterranean Oontd.
%  1447/25 and your 0545/26. Please 
report for information of Y/ar Office whether 
there is any special cypher means of 
communication between yourself and ship. It 
is pres/uned arrangements have been made 
for communication between ship and party 
when landed. (A.C.IT.S. (p) 2009/27*to 0. in C., Lied.)

Admt^• 1452/26 and 3.0.1. 1846/26. Greek 
Havy have not assumed control of merchant 
shipping. Ship referred to has been 
requisitioned for -reek Govt. (A.N.A.,
Athens, 1915/27)
Report received Italian IA1RC0 POLO requisi
tioned for conversion to Hospital S h i p .  
Italian main Pleet at Taranto. Supp ly  of 
petrol to private motor cars will be 
stopped on 1st June. (IT.... Rome to D.1T.I. 
etc., 1820/27)
Can be ordered by local authorities as re
quired to cover expected submarine movements 
(C. in C., Led. to Sleet 1235/27)
Lritish IQ TIGHT OP LALTA reports Cable ship 
for past week been working 3. of Cape Passarc 
Steamed Worth at 1300/26 leaving a buoy 
12 miles S. of Cape Passaro, and her attend
ing destroyer remained. (S.O.I. Llalta to 
Adty. 1309/27)

Last Indies
Admty. 1933/25 Loves of ground parties of 
ITos 11 and 39 Sqdns. postponed owing to 
small pox. (P.O.C., R.I.IT., 08022/27
arrived ^-den 27th .-ay. (II.O.I.C. Aden to 
Adty. 1449/27)
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708.gnerica cs .̂ est Inriies.

Sailed from fillemsta^ for Bermuda, 1400/27 (CARADOC, 1655/27) ‘
Expect to send Ca R/DOC to Halifax to 
operate under your orders arriving about 
°une 5. Intend DfOlASDE to remain in 
Caribbean Sea. DESPATCH and DUEEDEi: com
pleting refit will be available Bermuda in 
case of emergency. (C. in C., A.Y/.I., 0922/ 
27 to 1T.S.H.Q., Ottawa)

4 Canadian Destroyers Arrival in U X  (C.H.S., Ottawa, 1729/27)

China
Danish fillip Your 0509/25 Approved to sail ship un

armed. (D.T.D. to A .C. , i-ialaya, 1116/27)

C^RABOC

DtOUADE 
D^ol.-TCH 
DU3 E D  IE
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27.5.1940.

GERM. II LBRCILITT SHIPS
709

K013IGSBERG

WEISSEIIBELS

EGHAAEELS

--pine Commands

A .ir .A . Stockholm reports German traffic to 
Swedish oorts is normal. (I.C., 0464A0) 
(A.R.A. Stockholm 1808/27J
80 Norwegian vessels of 80,000 total ton
nage are in German occupied i.orway. 70 of 
these ate destined to carry coal to Ham
burg, Amden and Bremen. (Moscow broadcast I.C. 0464/40)
Mediterranean
Reported that possibly four ships at 
Trieste of German Kansa Line have been 
requisitioned by the Italian Government. (I.C., 0463/40)
South i-tlantic
B*2 report, has requested police permit to 
sail for Memambuco, possibly tonight.
(C. in C., S.A., 2220/27)
East Indies.
7861 tons, at Bandershapur, reported to 
have received 35 heavy packages from an 
Italian ship and to be erecting something 
in her bows. (A.l.) (I.C., 0464/40)
S T U M E L S ,  1 [ARIEKJBLB and WILDAI.A.-.L3 are 
also at Bandershapur and might engage in 
sabotage activities in oil area. (I.C., 
0464/40)
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U-BO^T CALPAIGM & DIKING

Submarines Reported
" ........ ' 7 1 0

0C'°B By Butch vessel AMAZONEoff the Owers
(Ij.O.j-.C., iTewhaven, 0425/27)
Submarine reported off Owers (C.in C. 
Portsmouth, to WHITKELJi, 0559/'27)
abandon hunt, return to harbour, (C. in
C., Portsmouth to SRBR-J, SCIKITAR, SHIKARI 
1001/27)
Position of unknowi enemy unit at 2015/26 
was 295° 50 IT., 14° 45*W. (C. in C., V/.A.
1042/27)

-istim at_cfl aispositions 5 in Approaches or further south.
1 in about 56° IT., 15° W at 2013/26, 
probably outward bound.
Probably 1 off S .TV. Iceland.
Possibly some i:i Southern ITorth Sea.(D.D.I.C 
1149/27)

SUPPLEMENT
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SITUATION REPORT

Dunkirk Evacuation 7 u
At 0400, the Belgian -rmy, which was on the
left of the allied Armies in Belgium, 
capitulated on the order of King Leopold.
During 27/5 the situation had deteriorated 
rapidly. Every available craft was there
fore sent to Dunkirk, and the evacuation ha3 
been proceeding under intense machine gun 
fire and air attacks. The Germans were re
ported near Dunkirk at dawn 28/5.
3.3. QUEER OP THE CHAENEL was bombed while 
returning from Dunkirk and is sinking.
Three E.T.B.'s were sent to Rieuport last 
night to embark important persons. At 0130/ 
28, a signal was received stating that they 
declined to embark.
30 Spitfires of the Tighter Command were due I 
at dawn to protect the troops embarking from 
the beaches east of Dunkirk.
Coastal Command arranged for the calling up 
of additional battle flights, and every air
craft available was sent.
By 2200/28, 16.500 troops had been landed in 
U.K., and 2,500 more were estimated to be on 
passage. Evacuation carried out by 27 des
troyers and many small craft; 7 destroyers 
embarking troops from the pier end others 
from beaches east of Dunkirk.
Two destroyers and four corvettes are 
screening opere.tinns off Rieuport, and seven 
M.T*B. rB are patrolling to R..7. of Blanken- 
berghe. Effective protection has been 
r-iven by our fighter aircraft. One ship 
left U.K. with food during the day. muring 
the night 28/29, our aircraft attacked four 
enemy destroyers and 21 iu-.T.B.’s.

Blocking of the harbour has been success
fully completed. Demolitions rasre carried 
out by a party from the Prench^CORS.J R £ .
Sea gates and mechanism of the canal lock 
are destroyed. Canal gates Ox lock are 
shut and immovable, being filled with cement 
and scrap iron. Ifechanism is destroyed. 
Spare gate and gear are destroyed.
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28.5.1940,
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT

712
Operations for the capture of Narvik ‘began 

■rwiyu/T .7/28; the pi ad entirely in the hands
of the .allies "by 2200/28. One battalion 
of Poreign Legion and one Norwegian 
battalion landed on S. shore of Rombaks 
Piord, covered by guns of fleet, Prench 
artillery, and R.A.P. fighters. They 
encountered little opposition. H.L. ships 
have been heavily bombed, but remain in 
support. The enemy are counter-attacking. 
The submarine TRUANT left Harstad at 0400/ 
28 for Rosyth.
In the Bodo area British troops were 
heavily attacked by enemy aircraft and 
withdrew from Pothus to a line thirty miles
E. of Bodo.

Italy Preparations for war short of avowed 
mobilisation continue. Sailings of all 
largest liners are postponed. The arming 
of many small craft continues. Italian 
cable cutting activity in the Eediterranean| 
is suspected.

Casualties The s.s. -B^UICER, 694 tons, was torpedoed 
and sunk 50 miles 1..E. of North foreland 
at 0130/28.
The ̂ trawler THURINGIA was lost after an 
external explosion, believed nine, whilst 
on patrol off the Belgian Coast.
TheAdrifter OCEAN R37/.Ba) wa3 sunk with all 
hands v/hile on examination service off 
Dover, after collision with s.s. ISLE CP
THANE T.
The paddle minesweeper ERIGET01J ..ELLB 3ank 
in the Downs after collision with a sub
merged wreck.

IH.M-r)
The TKOLuS BA..TL3TTAwas lost t.irough 
striking airnine when avoiding shell fire 
off Calais.
The s.s. -J.CA was attacked by u-^oat at 
0123, about 130 miles west of Ushant, no
further report received.



28.5.1940
Tuesday.

Policy

HOLES COHLIAHDS
7 1 3

It now seems probable that lgiano will
cease fire at 4 p. . th i-ay; Belgian time. 
(Adty, to C. in C., H.P. etc., 0256/28)

Precautions
Coast Defence Haval guns being mounted at all prriously 

undefended ports from Cullom Voe to Poole. 
Dundee, Lowestoft and Aberdeen are now de
fended ports (D. of L.D. 1946/28) List of 
oorts where naval guns are being mounted 
U.C.H.S. (H) 1956/23)

Lei tii Blocking (C. in C., Rosyth 1915/28)

Siietlands Your 1859/23 Regretted existing resources a/xd 
demands will not permit of further heavy and 
light A/A guns and searchlights being sent to 
Shetland* at present. Concur in your re
disposition to cover Lerwick. In present 
circumstances, -̂/3 craft should operate frofil 
Sulloip Voe where s me cover e icts. «C. ,.j , 

to A.C.O.3., 1729/23)

Yarmouth Adty. 1244/23 Schemes preoared for Yarmouth 
Lowestoft.(C. in C., 1759/23)

IT.I.D. 002102/40 See Operations Volume.

Harwich

Guns

Loving into new operations ro or. in cue tot.:; 
building near ?arks3ton ,ua' a.. . tomorrow 
(P.O., Harwich, 1715/23)
Your 1307/16, allocation of guns of damaged 
shipsx approved in principle, but intended 
re-allocltion iust be referred to --dmty. for 
approval. (D. ot L.D., nG14/ 23)

Belgian Shinning Detain all Belgian shipping in allied ports 
on best oretemt available but do '.oh treat a 
enemy. Belgian ships at sea to be diverted 
to -ritish or Drench port. (Adt/. A* e.c sages 
1137/28)

Immobilisation of 
Ports

.vdty. 2230/26 Bridlington should be added 
(C. in C#, Bor O&SB/t23/ Adst?. 1344/23 
3chemes have been prepared for -.neemess, 
Harwich, Humber and Docky&rd C vi.-am i-. in
C. Uore 1016/28) ____Arrangements at umber (d .O. number 0mn7/wo) 
at Aberdeen, -'raserburgh, Peterhead,
Montrose (C. in C*# Eo^ rt̂ .12?9/23](A.C.0.3. 1325/23) Tansoath, Loves -oft, IC5#
in C., Hore 1737/23)

Dover aval C.P. Batteries now in LLr. to be 
landed for close defence m  -eve/ rot if
and important targets (7.D.H.8. 1307/33/
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Precautions Contd. 7 1 4

Admiral Sir Frederick -^^/er.

Re return of Lewis guns which formed part of 
A)R defences of Chatham. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
1440/28)
Re L/TD 2021/40 telegram "Painstaker 
aggravated generally" has been issued. Co
operate (D.T.D. 1511/28 to all C ’s in C. ,nd 
P.O.’s i/c on shore)
Army providing L/T drivers for 12 pdr. and 
3 pdr. batteries (Adty. 1536/28) possibility 
of siting toroedo tubes at Lerwick (D. of 
L.j . 1728/28.) Machine Gun Coy. of Land 
Defence Porce of LI.L.B.D.O. is to be brought 
forward for service. (D. of L.D. 2015/28)
fork of fitting out CAP H O M E  as a troopship 
is not to be impeded. If still available 
when occasion arises sMd sufficient notice i3 
received she can be used as an outer block- 
ship. Leantine, .five . ea to
nrenared by which any ship3 available at trie 
moment can be used as blockshipe. ;C. in ^., 
Rosyth, 1913/28)
Adnty. 2230/26. Le I t to be added to list 
of sorts for which immobilisation of port 
facilities in the Orkneys, which are under 
maximum protection, except at L-ircwall, 
where an adequate scheme i3 now in ,orce. 
(A.C.O.3., 1325/28)
M ovements
U nder o r e s e n t  d i s p o s i t i o n s  YOr-L us i-o w ork 
u n d e r  C.3. 13. Should c r u i 3 er sap ort 
becom e n e c e s s a r y  i n  s o u th e r n  p a r t  o_ - .o rt.u  
S e a , I  assum e A d m ira lty  w i l l  g iv e  - . o .  13 a v a i l a b l e  i n t e l l i g e n c e  and ar.7  n e c e s s a r y  
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  I n  th e  e v e n t o f  s h ip s  a t  3capa 
e ro c e e d im r  to  s e a  to  c o - o p e r a te  -  s n o u ld  
e x p e c t  18 C .S . and  TORE to  b e  p la c e d  o n c e r  
rr/ d i r e c t  c o n t r o l  should  s u e .1 circumstances 
J - • - - - ‘n 11 - n -  ? to(C, in C,make this desirable.

A dm ty ., 2 0 1 3 /2 8 )YORK to  keep 3 t e a n  a t  1 h o u r  s n o t i c e  p e n d in g  f a r t h e r  o r d e r s  f r o  . C .S .lu *  v - n  
C. R o s y th , 2 2 3 7 /2 8  j

2 1 1 7 /2 2  P a t r o l s  will be e s t a b l i s h e d  from  
1 2 0 0 /2 9 . A re a s  (C. i n  C . ,  P o r t s  x u t h  1703,
23 )
Positions 0600/29 1327/s3)
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VIVACIOUS

Dunkirk

Shortage of boats

HQMB CQmiAHPa

Operation Dynsrno
^ A X o f  -i-i»X • I*1, froi.i Dunkirk)
Today likely to be the most 
experienced by -ritish --rmy. 
every effort to assist both 
to Commands 0125/23)

difficult day ever 
R*A.P. will make 

•“•rmy and Davy (A.U.

Senior oi±icers at beach to use discretion in 
ordering withdrawal. Strong fighter protection 
expected after dawn. (lI.O.I.C. Dover to CAR - 
CUTTA, etc., 0142/28)
- roceed with all despatch to i.ieet and 3up ;ort 
vessels returning from evacuation near Dunkirk 
(II.O.I.C. Dover 0146/23)
Expert arrive 0445 request berth to land wounded 

to P.O.C. Dover 0405/28)
Expect arrive Dover 0550 three hundred . .ilitary 
and six cot cases on board (.VIVACIOU3 to H.O.I. 
C. Dover, 0413/23)
Request air protection for embarkation now 
(3.17.0. Dunkirk to V..-. Dover by VAKXFUL 0430/ 
28) S.1I.0. requires all vessels alongside
East Pier (V/AKEPUL to ...O.C. Dover 0436/23)
Report on situation on beach (E.O.I.C. Dover to 
\7AEEPUL 0444/28)
alenty troops, few boats. Conditions pood 
alongside Dunkirk East Pier protected by smoke
(Y/AREDUL to V.A# Dover 0507/23)
WAlZSPUL's 0436. Is it practicable to et any 
more destroyers into Dunkirk (I'.O.I.C. Dover 
to 3.1T.0. Dunkirk 0515/28)
Am halfv/ay back to Dover. Dunkirk is practic
able with air protection, -our Destroyers were 
off beach delayed through lack of boats.
(WAKEFUL to -.O.I.C. Dover 0600/28)
VEGA, YYOLPHOUin), SADRS, Y/0..C-31ACKA/, 
proceed alongside Ea3t Pier Dunkirk with all 
despatch. (V.A. Dover 0606/23)

AIYTAOUY Proceed with all despatch to ...set and 3up ort
vessels evacuating D.E.D. from Dunkirk (V.A. 
Dover to A.fkOliY 0626/28)

hospital Ship Please aeni.--ospital 3hip and signal Tine of
arrival (3. .0. Dunkirk to Dover 0700/23)

—c- Aanne Expect arrive Sheerness 1045/23 with about
^acuation completed seven hundred Troops- Evacuation of -«a Panne

completed (C^iRCUT ± A to C. in C., Ilore 0716/23)



'.Var Diary

Protection Patrol

fighter protecti 
as Iced, for

33 ABUKIR Sunk

CALCUTTA

Boats St V/ater

23.5.40.
Tuesday.

HQIB COLIaAlIDS

Operation Dyn.-mo-0ontd. 716
f ^CODRIUGT ON, JAGUAR, JAVELIN, GRENADE to 

establish patrol from 0500 Between "’est 
Hinder Buoy and Hwint Buoy, to provide 
cover for vessels working on Belgian coast 
(C. in C., a.ore 0026/23)
Cancel ray 2032/27 (proposed use of CALCUTTA 
as A/A protection on % Z S 60 (7.^.Dover 
0701/28)
In adjusting your effort ensure protection 
of Dunkirk and Beaches (3 miles on eitner 
side of town) from first light until 
darkness By continuous fighter patrols in 
strength. Additionally you should have 
due regard to protection of BomBer sorties 
and -provision of support in B.E.f. area.
(Air Bin. 0205/ 8 to f.C.)
Your 1309/27. Hoped aBout forty Lewis gun 
equipments will arrive Ramsgate next 43 
hours. Ho more available at present 
(D.T.S.D. to V.A. Dover 0032/28)

i Request maximum fighter protection through
out 28th. Suggest C/C patrol Ostend to 
llorth and Sandette Bank and fighter 
Commands Dunkirk and adjacent Beaches.
Skuas from Detling are patrolling forth 
Goodwin to Kieunort from 0800 to 1300.
(V.A. Dover to C/C F/C 0855/28)
S.1T.0. Dunkirk to report every hour the 
number of men to oe Sn.iBariced .mom ■‘hinkiiic.
If the older class destroyers and_other 
vessels cannot compete with the situation^ 
destroyers of all classes are oO oe used ^oj 
B ringing the men off (D.C. 0754/ 23 to • 
Dover)

^CODRIUGTOiT and destroyers in company have 
picked up 33 survivors of British 33 _
ABUKIR in approx 51° 29'H 2 16 -c*. °kip
left Ostend 2300/27 with several hundreds 
on Board including No 3 Britisn Mission  ̂
and party of Ueedham mission etc., jjta-ea 
By survivors to have Been attacked first 
By submarine then torpedoed By -.i.m. 
about 0130/28. 2 of survivors are women.
(Capt. (D) 10801/28)
' \r ??P7/27 10 craft escorted By tug“?slf lined OsSo O.-.T. (S.0.8.0. Thaa.s 
0809/28 to C. in C., -ore)
Bill up CALCUTTA with military and sail her 
for Sheerness (K.O.I.C. Dover, 0858/ 8 oO 
3.11.0. Dunkirk)
Your 0753. There are at present 2000 men

needed



B ar D ia ry

Boats and Water 
needed, ~~̂ ontd.

Channels should 
swept

Route

Boats needed at 
Brave

Bood B V/ater

^raye

Patrols

2 8 .5 .1 9 4 0 .
T u esd ay .

Operation-Dynamo
717

on a Dunkirk “beach 7000 men on a (?) dune 
ior which I have no boats available. They 
are now in need of water which army cannot 
supply. Unlimited numbers are falling 
back on this area ajid situation in present 
circumstances will shortly become desperate.

doing ray best to keep you informed but 
shall be unable to report for hours. (S.H.O. ] 
Dunkirk 0935/28)
gqdriegtqh, j a g u a r , jj enaeb,
AHTHONY proceed to Bast Pier Dunkirk by 
Uorth Channel and Zuydecote rasa (H.O.I.C. 
Dover 1007/28)

be Suggest magnetic mine sv/eeping of channels 
being used from Dunkirk is advisable and 
preferably (? at night) S.L.O. Dunkirk 
1725/28)
Boute to be used by ships when proceeding 
from Dunkirk to Dover night 28/29 V.A.
Dover 1830/28, D.C. 0623/28)
I must stress the need for boats and motor 
launches required at Braye where further 
25,000 troops are expected. Euch provisions 
also are required for trooos waiting for 
embarkation (GRAFTON 2229/28 to N.O.I.C. 
Dover) (Mutilated)
C. in C., Hore 0939. Proceed with all 
despatch to reach beach 186° (B.O.I.C.
Dover 1410/28 to WAVEBLETB, GOSS^BER)
BI.T.B.’s are patrolling tonight from 
charted position of Y/andelaar L.7. to that 
of .Thistle Buoy (51° SS'^’HRO 36,15,,B; 
SHELDRAKE, SHEARWATER close latter position 
2015 till 2100 as guide for L.T.B'S arriving
All Corvettes R.V. with '/EGA at Best Hinder 
Buoy 51° 22^*11 2° 26fE at 2140 and patrol 
between S and T buoys notices to Marines 
903/40 99 to (?133) ^ZS 60 (C. in C., Lore 
1646/28 to ’/EGA, SHELDRAKE, SHEAK1— ...» 
Ih'iLLARD, aflDGBOH)
.̂s a temporary measure destroyers lyinj ox: 
beach should endeavour to ensure that tne^ 
inshore motor boats and cutters are supplied 
with provisions of water and fuel. (K.g .I.C. 
Dover 2125/28)
Proceed to beach off -raye, where troop 
concentration is now heaviest.(L.G.I.C. 
Dover, to KACKAY and HARVESTER 2037/23)
All available ll.T.B’s from Wore and Dover

Commands/
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-̂at:;:ol3 , Contd.

Train ferries to 
be sent

Hospital Ship not 
arrived
-'otor boats

Hr aye

28.5.1940.
Tuesday.

h o le c o h a iids

Op e rat i on-Dynamo
Gommands are to be made available for 
patrol tonight 28/29 hay as ordered by 
J* -in ’ ore (a *C.1j.3. (H) 1303/28;
Orders for patrol to guard evacuating 
vessels (C. in C., bore 1524/28 to B.O.I.C. 
Harwich., Dover)
2 train ferries are to proceed to Dover 
as soon as ready to o erate under orders 
of 7.A. Dover (C. in C., Lore 1247/28 to
1.0.1.C. Harwich) Dos 2 and 3 sailed 1423
(7.0 .1.C. Harwich 1436/28)
Hospital ship not yet arrived (Dunkirk Y//T 
1510/28)
Adty. 2035/27 Utmost endeavour should be 
made to hasten despatch of motor boats to 
Dover (D.O.D. (H) 1635/28)
Heed for boats and motor launches at Eraye 
when further 25,000 troops are expected/ 
x.uich provisions also required for trooos 
awaiting embarkation. (GRADTOH 2229/28)
froceeuSsO beach off^raye ’.vheisi troops 
concentration is now hisdest. (HVO.I/O 
Dover 2037/28^bcHAGIH.Y, / ^ H S T H H P

*—  > V IOil tanks at Dunkirk and Calais still 
burning. Dense cloud of smoke over both 
areas vChatham K.Q. 2108/28. aircraft re
port )

Operation XD (E)
British demolitions at Dunkirk. 1. Hew 
Locks. 2. Tristram Locks, 3 Guillaume 
Lock. D.C's fitted or placed. (D.O.D.(H) 
2146/28)

Operation Lyster
Intended to carry out operation against 
Ostend, naval forces sailing from Sheerness 
at 1400/29, exoected time of arrival Os- 
tend 0530/30. Guns of naval forces will 
have to engage enemy shore defences and con
tinuous fighter protection from earliest 
daylight 30/5 until withdrawal of all 
forces well clear of the coast is therefore 
essential for the success of the operation 
reouest early information may be given as to 
whether this can be provided. (V.C.H.S. 2356 J 
/28)
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Ostend

Rouen

Dieppe

Cherbourg:

Eaval 12 odr• 
batteries _ 
for Calais Etc.

nOifC COL-.̂ JlJDS
719

Operation Jj&sJ^r-Contd.
block ships appear to effectively block 
both channel and canal (aircraft report, 
Chatham broadcast 2354/23)

Operations-Ooast of Trance j
- ritish tanker TORldJo to proceed Rouen to 
load maxim um possible cargo aviation 
spirit on permitted drought, and then re
turn to Havre to complete loading. (b.T.L., I 
22.4/28) 1

o.T.O. reports position unaltered. (bllLO 
barceau, 2230/23)
D.S.T.D. reports 0930/23 and 1730/28 no 
air raids, wharves and quays intact, port 
open, railway facilities intact, nothing 
further to report. (bl-ILO barceau 0940/28, 
1922/28)
Admty. 2253/23, 12 pdr, guns and crews are 
not now required for service. KYh'Q, RbLoO, 
TREilTIlIO should be unloaded and returned to 
their former service. (D.O.D. (il) 1656/23)
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Enemy transports
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Operation ID 15 

SE'TE.. JR Norway

7/,- r Diary 2 3 . 5 .  .940
T u e s d a y .

--C..-E CQi . , J7B3 
Operations - i, o rway 720
mailed _rom Harstad at best possible 
speed for Hosyth (P.O. Narvik 0400/28}
Transferred from GLORIOUS 
(GLORIOUS 0545/28) to AHJ'.OVI.

request as early information as possible 
regarding attack on Narvik Town list. S.l . 
1036/28 to H • 0. Narvik)
Hy 1948/25 and 1230/26 and 1425/27 when 
may ammunition be expected? ii.ll reserves 
AA issued. (R.A. Narvik 1356/28)
Admty. 0050/28, Hollowing are capacities 
of personnel ships. Could probably be 
increased in emergency. All have 11 days 
water and 14 days food for numbers 'iven. 
(D.O.D. (H) 1634/28)
Hour 1958/27 (re damage to WHIRLY/IND, 
Y/ALKER, C-.IRO) Damaged ships must be 
retained as long as they can be used as 
it is not possible to send others to re
place them. (1st S.L. 1737/28 to P.0. 
Narvik)
Transports carrying possible enemy trans
ports of reinforcements. See Enemy In
telligence)
To relieve COVENTRY at Narvik as 
necessary for COVENTRY to refuel at Kar- 
stad. (P.O., Narvik, 1602/28)
Hospital ship. Do you require her? (D.O.D. 
(H)to R.O. Narvik 2147/28)
Submarines
Prom 1200/29 Eritish and Dutch submarines 
will be operating in English Channel 
between 3^ ® and 1° E. Between these 
limits submarines are not to be attacked 
until they prove hostile. (C.in C. Y/.A. 
2026/28) " ‘ t 
Temporary submarine santuary, boundaries. 
(C. in C., Portsmouth 1707/28)
RUBI3 reports operation PD15 carried out 
a.m. /27 (V.A. '(3) 1459/28)
Your 1102/27. Consider SEVERN should con
tinue present patrol and that minelaying 
by submarines should continue. I am of 
opinion that a seaborne expedition is just 
as likely to sail from Norwegian waters as 
from anywhere else. (C. in C.rn R.P. to
V.A.S., 22D3/28)
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Air.

British Air Activity
Re M.Vs. engaging hostile aircraft (D. of L.D. to 
C. in C.’s 1230/28).

French Aircraft carried out protection over areas given 
Coast from 1 6 1 5 to 1915* No sign of enemy surface vessels

or aircraft. Oil tanks still burning at Dunkirk 
and Calais. (Chatham H. Q. 2108/28).

Enemy Air Activity
J>5] Lf

CAIRO Damaged by 2 bombs. 7 killed 25 wounded. Requires
dockyard repairs. (CAIRO, 1027/28). Sailed from 
Harstad for Scaoa at best possible speed. (R. A . , 
Narvik, 1926/28). J SUPPLEMENT

QUEEN OF bombed and sinking at 51:05 N., 02:2+0 E. (North 
THE CHANNEL Foreland Radio to C. in C. , Nore: No T.0.0. : Reed. 

0323/28, 02+2+7/28).

WAKEFUL Bombed 330° Ostend 9 miles (WAKEFUL 12+02+/28) Bombed 
060° Dunkirk 3 miles (WAKEFUL 1507/28).

CODRINGTON Attacked off Dunkirk (CODRIIGTON 12+07/28).

GRAFTON Bombed B. R. A. 7 ( GRAFTON 1515/28).

WORCESTER- Bombed position West Hinder Light 3uoy (W RCESTERJH
iffff-ifc- 1 536/28) .

Convoy Odd numbered O.A. Convoy being 
position 180° Beachy Head 10.

attacked aircraft in
(GLADIOLUS 222+2/28).
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Tuesday.

Mining

Operation See submarines.
F. D. 15

Sweeping reports One Magnetic mine exploded 100° Adty. Pier Lt.
1+ cables (V.A. Dover, 2050/28).
M/S Trawler reports having exploded a magnetic 
mine 57:1+0 N. , 3:l+5i V7. Have stopped sailing 
from Invergordon and Inverness (F.O.I.C. 
Invergordon 1530/28).

Lowestoft. Concentration of M/S drifters and danlayers 
(D.M.S. 1910/28, 1916/28).

7th & 8th To sail for Harwich with all despatch to operate
M/S.F. under orders of V.A. Dover (D.M.S. 1631/28).

Minesweepers 2 L.L. trawlers for Cherbourg (D.M.S. 1305/28, 
for coast of D.S.T.O. 121+0/28).
France

12th M/S.F. to arrive off La Parme 2200/28 
5th M/S.F. to arrive off beach between 
Zuidcoote and Marte Les Bains, i.e. beach 28
between 1 mile and 3 miles E. of Dunkirk at 2200/ 
(C. i n C . , Nore, 0939/28).

Enemy Intelligence

EMDEN Has again been reported alongside at Oslo, 
undergoing repairs. (I.C. 0l+61+/l*0).

M.T.B. ’s 3 M.T.B.’s bearing 190° 20 miles, my position 
52:1+2 N. 3:1+5 (Aircraft 220 Sqdn. , 1730/28)
(Chatham, 2200/28).

,T.B’s bearing 280° 12 miles, my position 
m  rr c.-*n TT. f Aircraft 20b Sadn. , 1 oi|0/

3 M.T.B. *s 52:23 N. , 1+:18 E. (Aircraft 500 Sqdn. 
2000/28, 2006/28)
3 M.T.B’s 52:20 N. , 1+:18 E. (Aircraft 500 Sqdn.
2005/28).

H. T.B.’s stationary 015° Terschelling 32 
les. Attacked by Hudson aircraft, l.o damage 
served (Air Min. D.S. 311+).
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Enemy Intelligence (Contd.)

4 destroyers, 360°, 1 mile, course 150°, my 
position 53:29 N., 5:42 E. (Aircraft 206 Sodn. 
2115/28, 2117/28).

At 11+10 aircraft sighted 2 enemy naval vessels 
"believed to "be depot ships of Saar class off 
Ymuiden. (Chatham 2200/28).

A Hudson aircraft attacked 2 M.V's at head of 
Pens Fiord. Bullets hit superstructure of 
both ships. Another fiuason dropped bombs at 
three M.N. *s near Nasfjorden. Result unknovm. 
(Air Min. D.S. 31 4).

Your 2002/28, preparation of Baltic Sound as a 
base for Walrus aircraft. Concur. (C. in C. , 
H.P. to A.C.O.S. , 2201/28).

Three M.Vs. attacked in Pens Fiord, 60:51 N. , 
5:20 E., at 0250. No hits. (Donibristle,
0615/28).
Reconnaissance of this position, nothing 
sighted. (Donibristle, 0730/28; KBXJBSXXXY
Two M.Vs. attacked in 60:50 IT., 5:31 E. at 
0300. Bombs did not explode. Incendiary 

bombs exploded on cliff above ships and started 
forest fires. Ships machine-gunned, hits on 
superstructure. No sign of life in either 
ship. (Donibristle, 0300/28).

No enemy surface or aircraft in area of patrol, 
large numbers of transports seen. Machine-gun 
fire encountered from main jetty 08tend outer 
harbour. (Chatham, 2349/28) Blockships appear 
to block both channel and canal effectively. 
(Chatham, 2354/28).

M.V. across entrance to harbour bombed. No 
hits. (Chatham, 2200/28).

Swedish source reports 27/5 a large number of 
small transports proceeding North along 
Norwegian west coast. Possible reinforcements 
for Narvik. B.0. (D.D.I.C. 1913/26,.
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Shipping

Havre and 
Rouen open Cancel my 1338/26. Degaussed British and 

Norwegian ships may now proceed to Havre and 
Rouen (A. C.N. S.(T) 2035/28).

Reduction of 
Lewis guns in 
trawlers

Number of Lewis guns mounted in A/S and M/S 
trawlers to be reduced from 3 to 2 in order to 
provide A.A. weapons for auxiliary war vessels 
now fitting out. (A.C.N.S.(T) 1058/28).

Belgian Ships All encountered to be directed into a British 
port. Do not treat them as enemies. (V.A.S., 
11*02/28).

Ocean Convoys Positions. (D.C. , 1905/28).

Miscellaneous

Escorts for
hospital
carriers.

Under present circumstances should loaded 
hospital carriers be sailed without escort? 
(rvM lo ttur/z-g'j

Weather

Area Wind Visibility Outlook

North Sea E. or S.E. 
moderate or 
fresh in E.
S.W. light in W.

Moderate or poor 
extensive fog 
patches in East 
and North.

Visibility 
improving 
slowly. Wind 
backing S.E. 
in West.

Channel S. or variable 
light.

Good. Visibility 
deteriorating 
in rain. Wind 
veering S.W.

Western
Approaches

S.W. moderate. Very Good. Similar

Horns Reef S.E. moderate. Poor, fog patches. Wind veering 
S.W.

Dutch Coast S.W. or variable 
light.

Moderate. Wind backing 
S.

Norwegian
Coast

S.E. in South. 
S.W. in North, 
moderate.

Moderate in South 
fog patches, 
good in North.

Similar.

0500/ 28 .
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

ISLE Ox1 THAi'TET In collision with unknown ship v/hich s^n# pff
Dover. Area searched, no survivors. ISLE OF 
THANET proceeded on voyage (N. Foreland Radio 
0157/28, 0300/28, 01+21/28, ISLE OF THANET 0326/28 
V. A. Dover, Olji+O/23).

QUEEIT ELIZABETH Cannot he completed before 30/3/1+1 owing to
necessity for removing men for work of highest 
priority (Dkyd. Portsmouth 1787/28).

TENNE3SEE(M>*-'^<‘̂)3RIGAITD reports she is breaking up ra )idly
and any further attempt to refloat her is 
hopeless. Crew is being taken off (IT.O.I.C. 
Kirkwall 131+5/28).

OCEAN REWARD «M.Drifter. Lost in collision with S.S. ISLE OF
THAITET at about 0300/28, while on station as 
examination vessel off Dover. Skip : er L. George 
and 7 others missing believed drowned, also 
Lieut. H.C. Slater, R.U. R., Examination Officer, 
and 3 examination personnel. (V.A. Dover, 2012/28 
0925/29) •

BRIGHTON BELLE Paddle I.1/S. Lost after collision with
submerged wreck in Downs. No casualties. 
(V. A. Dover 201+1+/28).

THOMAS BARTLETT Lost, mined. (See U-boat Campaign & lining).

French P.V. In distress in Downs. (V.A Dover, 01+1+0/23)
SUPPLEMENT

Foreign Stations

S.S. ALAVI British overdue at Aden since 25/5 (C. in C ., 
E.I. 1121Z/28).

THURINGIA H.M.T. Lost, presumed mined (See U-boat 
Campaign & Mining).
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General

CASTILLO
DOROCA

Convoys

Uruguay

My 101+3/28. It is intended that:
(a) CERES and COLOMBO remain under orders of 

C. in C. , E.I.
(t>) DRAGON to join S. Atlantic Station.
(c) DELHI to sail from Malta to join South 

Atlantic Station via Gib. on completion of 
refit about 8 June.

(d) CALEDON to rejoin Mediterranean Fleet as

Aaty. 1740/18. Position of boarding Spanish 
S.S. CASTILLO DftROCA was not recorded as she 
was well clear of territorial waters. (FERMOY 
0900/28).

Your 1121/28, proposals for escort of convoys. 
Concur. (F.O.C.N.A. to C. in C. , W.A. , 
1840/28).
My 1140/28 and Ambassador Madrid's 238/27 to 
F.O. Very desirable in interest of relations 
with Spain that ship should be released. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1540/28).

South Atlantic

Serious danger of Nazi coup d'etat reported 
(Hd. of M. 1602/28 to C. in C., S.A.).
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Libya

CERES & 
COLOMBO to 
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FOREIGN STATIONS
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Mediterranean

(D.C., 0708/29, 0731/28).

CAPETOWN reports red pillar buoy in 36:11+: 30 IT. , 
13:3n E., p.m. 23/5* Two British cables run 
close to this position. Italian cable cutting 
activity suspected. Am having course of British 
cables followed up with orders to sink any buoys 
seen. (C. in C. , Med., 1301/28).

Distribution of principal Italian ships.
Arming of numerous small craft continues. Sail
ings of all largest liners postponed. Number 
of specialists recalled to Army increasing 
daily. Preparations for war short of avowed 
mobilisation continue. (N.A., Rome, 1922/28).

War vessels at Augusta 26/5. Further reported 
shock troops militia will sail for Libya 29/5 
in Italian ship ARBOREA from Syracuse. (S.O.I. , 
Malta, 2309/28).

East Indies

My 101+4/28. No objection to DRAGON carrying out 
operation ordered in your 0725/28 before 
proceeding to S. Atlantic Station (D. O.D.(F) 
1850/28 to C. in C., E.I.)

f' CALEDON return to Aden, DRAGON proceed with 
moderate despatch to Durban calling at Mombasa 
for fuel. On arrival at Durban DRAGON will come 
under orders of C. in C., S.A. (C. in C., E.I. 
1319/28).

CERES and COLOMBO have been released by 
Australian Commonwealth Govt, and are placed under 
orders of C. in C. , E.I. (A.C.N.S. (F) 101+3/23).

^DRAGON proceed to Bombay to escort K^TDALLA 
w ith  300 Indian troops and M.T. sailing 3 /6  f o r  Aden and Suez, until darkness on second day out. 
(C. in C., E.I. 0725/28).
RANCHI orders for sweep to COTer -German ships at Kismayn show no signs of lea/mg
(C. in C., E.I., 0611Z/28).
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East Indies (Contd.)

BlogMag-gf Amendment to S.N.O. Persian Gulf 23U5/26 
ShatE-el-Arab (S.N.O. Persian Gulf 2030Z/23).

America & West Indies

QA/-LgQ-.n ..Coast Your tel. 099/27 to F. 0. (See Enemy Intelligence)
Regret impossible to send cruiser to West 
Coast of South America at present. My forces 
now much depleted. Reliance placed on 
interception in other areas. ~(C. in C., A.W.I., 
to Ambassador, Santiago de Chile, 1002/28).

Bermuda Convoys Adty. 231 re convoy escorts. Request two
additional A.M.C. fs may be allocated if possible. 
In view of COMORIN’s low endurance reported in 
my 1 7 3 1/ 2 5* request she may be replaced by 
another vessel. (C. in C. , A.W.I. , 1303/28).

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

South Atlantic

KONIGSBERG Sailed 0530/28. (N.C.S.O. , Para, 0700/23).
Possible use of Condor plane, which had been 
grounded for a week at Para alleged awaiting 
spare part. (C. in C. , S.A. , 0615/26)*

America & Vest Indies.

RHAXOTIS 3ft Callao as soon as DIOMEDE passed through 
anama Canal, and has now reached Callao.
Duld another Cruiser be sent to this coast. 
3ir C. Bentinck, Santiago No.99 27/5J*
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HOME COMMANDS 
Iceland

?29
Candadian Govt, will despatch apjrox. 1,000 
troops to Iceland as soon as possible. Can 
a special ship be provided for purpose? If 
not suggest one ship arranged for T.C.5. ehould 
transport. Troops for Iceland can be made 
ready to sail by 10/6. (N.S.H.Ottawa 1753/28)

Air

Report of engagement with enermr a/c 1117/28.
M. 010873/40

Casualties and Defects

ISLE OP TilANET (Hospital Carrier) in collision 
with OCEAN REWARD (Examination Vessel) off 
Dover Harbour. OCEAN REWARD sunk 8 lives los t. 
ISLE OP THANET badly damaged. (Shipping 
Casualties 105657)

Mined 0930/28 off the Foreland. Sank later in 
approx. 51° 17'30"N, 1° 45’ 0"W. H.M.Y. 
RHODORA saved 86 and 2 dead. Survivors in
cluded about 10 women and 5 children. Past 
R.A.F. boat landed 4 seriously injured.
H.M.T. CAMBRIDGESHIRE landed 2 and 4 dead 
(2 females). (Reports of C.O. RHODCRA and 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE and Unit Comdr. CAMBRIDGESHIRE)

FOREIGN STATIONS
North America and West Indies

British ship DAI^BRYN reports sighting 
periscor.e and wake in 019° 25*N, 108° 23*7l. 
Seen azain at 019° 45*11, 108° 56’W and opened 
fire. ~'(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1042/3 to C-in-C 
N.A.&.W.I.)

TT-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING
Report of loss by mining (C.A.P. Dover) 
17011339/40
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U /Boat Campaign and Minina-.
Ships Attacked.

DAN-Y-BRYN. 19° 25’N. , 108° 22*W. ID Form SA.
(M013858/40).

Y30

T5LSNA. British, shelled by S/H off* Spanish coast.
30 shots fired from range of about £ mile.
3 hits in cargo caused fire. Towed into 
Vigo 30/5. Germans were on board one hour 
after arrival. Chief Engineer not allowed 
to go on board until after 3 weeks interval. 
S/M believed Italianf* but no evidence to 
support this. (Statement of T.B.Hogg, first 
engineer to Dy. Supt. , Dundee 9.7.40).
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Ships Attached

JULIEN French 117 tons, sunk "by submarine at 1600/28  
about 68 miles W. from Cape Finisterre, Spain. 
10 members of the crew landed. (N. A. , Madrid, 
2132/29).

S.S. ALCA

JULIaTTB

S.S. ABUKIR

British ( tons) attacked by U/b 0128 in
1+7:51 N., 9:8 W. 180 miles west of Ushant. 
(D.C., 0828/28)(Portishead Radio, 0123/28). 
No further report received. Not in convoy.

French trawler. Sunk 1700 by gunfire from 
U-hoat 1+2:50 N. , 10:1+0 W. (I.C. 01+66/1*0).

British (69I+ tons) with several hundreds 
evacuated from Dunkirk. 33 survivors picked 
up "by CODRINGTON and destroyers in company 
in approx. 51:29 N., 2:16 E. Survivors 
stated ship was attacked first by submarine 
then torpedoed by M. T.B. at 0130. (Capt (D) I. 
0801/28)^

THOMAS BARTLETT Lost through striking mine when avoiding shell
fire off Calais. 8 missing, presumed drowned. 
(V.A. Dover, 201+1+/28).

THURINGIA H.M.T. Lost after external explosion, presumed
mine, whilst on patrol in 51:20 . ., 2:03 r.. 
Casualties 11+ missing, presumed drowned, 
including Chief Skipper D.W.L. Simpson, D. J. , 
D.S.M. , (V.A. Dover, 201+1+/23).

Submarines Reported

■estimated
Positions

2 Submarines

jur in Western Approaches or fartner Soutn. 
rob ably one off 8 .W. Iceland »nd JO|»itly • * «  
i Southern North Sea. (D.D. I.C. 110o/ 2 j).

Lghted by fighter aircraft eubr erging 10 ilea 
w. of Dunkirk (V.A. Dover 1200/23).
’ in C. . W.A. , 1301+/23).
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Submarines Resorted (contd.)

2215

-

By C.G. Strathie Pt. , be. ring 285° 10 miles 
course S.W. SIKH investigated, found no 
contact (A.C.O.S. 2310/28, R.A. (D) H.P. 2325/28, 
SIKH 0601/29).

1902 Suspected submarine 356:59 IT., 2:0 W. 44 miles 
(? to R.N.A.S. Hats ton 1902/28)

0742 G.M.T. 42:30 IT. 10:55 W. by French patrol (A.C.O.S. 
2157/28 Burnham on Sea Radio 2157/28).

1915 Report received of 3 submarines painted green off 
Dunmore Head, Dingle Bay, at 1915» steering S.E. 
(C. in C., W .A ., 2301/28).

Submarines Attached

1609 By WORCESTER( 180° W. Hinder Lt. buoy 2 miles) 
Result wooden wreckage no oil (WORCESTER 1609/28)

 ̂ %

i
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U-BCAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Reported by French P.V. ENSEIGNE HENRY' )U-
42° 30’N, 10° 55’W at 0742/28. By Fighterjboat 
a/c sighted 2 s/m’s 10 m. N.W. Dunkirk at )lnci- 
about 1200/28. ) dents
3 s/m’s painted green reported off Dunmore No. 
Head. Dingle Bay 1609/28. )267

Attacked contact 150° West Hinder Lt. )U-
Buoy 1609/28. Wooden wreckage but no )boat
oil. )Inci-

dents 
No. | 
267
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North France 
ilitary Situation

SITUATION IMPORT
—  7 3 4

The 3.E.P. is withdrawing in tiie direction 
n Dunkirk and the nain "bodies are North andUT__ J- « -rr --------------— —  — • w x uxx W i U■;est of Tpres in the area of Proven- 

Poperinghe- Ypres- Bixchoote. The rear 
Division is at Poperinghe; and regular 
Troops have taken over the defence of the 
Corunna Line from Berges to Nieuport.
One German armoured Division has advanced 
to the East and reached a point South of 
Bergues, and two more are at --erville and 
Dstaires respectively.
The Prench 1st ^.rmy were reported at 0530/29 
to "be on the line of the Lys about 
Armentieres, and contact is maintained be
tween the Prench and the 3.E.P.
During the forenoon 29th evacuation pro
ceeded satisfactorarily with little inter
ference from enemy aircraft though made 
difficult by a fresh 3.;/. wind.
Up to 2200 hours 28th 16,500 had landed in 
England, and 2,500 were estimated on passage 
At midnight 29th/30th 61,171 had been 
landed in England.
Evacuation i$ being made by 27 destroyers 
and every kind of small craftfrom Dunkirk 
and from the beaches East of Dunkirk; 7 
destroyers embarked troops from the pier; 
others operated off the beaches.
Two destroyers and 4 corvettes are screening 
the o .erations on a line off Nieu ort and 
7 N.T.B’s are patrolling a 20 mile line from 
Dlankenberge to the North West.
Protection has been given to the operation 
by large numbers of fighter aircraft, and 
has been effective.
Naval casualties have been: WAELPUL with 
650 troops v/as torpedoed and sunk 0250 29th 
off Nieuport; GRAFTON was torpedoed in the 
same position at 0509. She had no troops 
on board; WINDSOR damaged by bomb yester
day; LACKAY aground East of Dunkirk; ...ONT- 
ROSE was in collision with*a vessel towing 
small boats loaded with troops.
A number of merchant seamen at Dover refused 
to take their ships to see for evacuation. 
They 'were replaced by Naval ratings from 
Chatham.
Two magnetic mines inside the pier heads and 
about 12 more outside. Port likely to be 
open soon. 8 steamers and six trawlers are 
sunk ii: the basins. The railv/ay is undam
aged.
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Havre

-Junki rk 
Calais

31 x U^T 1 oil j ̂  pi cT
T35

A/A guns have arrived and sweeping may 
iiO\/ oe started with safety, no reason why 
the port should not now he opened.
Oil tanks burning fiercely last night.

Besides the air protection for the evacua
tion of the B.B.l1. air attacks on the back 
areas have been maintained. L.T.B.*s were 
attacked by our aircraft off the Butch 
coast last night, without result. Buring 
the day our aircraft destroyed 7? German 
aircraft with the loss of 16 of our own.

Borway On the evening of 28th may the Germans v/ere
driven out of Narvik for 2 miles and 200 to 
300 prisoners taken.

Italy

United Kingdom

Count Ciano informed our .ambassador that 
Italy's entry into the war is certain but 
he has suggested no date. Contraband and 
clearing negotiations have been broken off 
by direct order of — ussolini who was incens
ed at prominence given to their expected 
success in British press, --ussolini is un- 
willing to enter into discussions of any 
sort with the Allies* situation rs
graver than at any time hitherto.
It is believed that air attack^ on mritish 
aerodromes and ports is imminent*
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Precautions
Hd. of LI. 1724/29 to C. in C», I.osyth re 
his 1616/26.
Organisations of "batteries manned by L.II. 
and ...... personnel (D of L.D. 1317/29)
.-dmty. 1956/28 take necessary action for 
establishment of patrol off Wick (C. in C., 
Rosyth 1309/29 to ; .0.0.3.)

rImpracticable to fit fixed shore tapedo 
tubes on facrmlfcifeth. Refitting 6 ^rav/lers 
or drifters (C. in C., Rosyth 1103/29)
Adrnty. 1157/29. Am much concerned at 
difficulty of countering German LI.T.E's. 
our destroyers prove too big and are not 
effective. Our L.T.B’s are small and too 
few. Enemy U.T.B's can use any Dutch Port 
Only effective counter appears to be heavy 
bombing attack after locating them in 
Harbour. (C. in C. Hore, 1424/29)
Admty. direct that submarine patrol is to 
be established forthwith off Dingle Day to 
destroy U-Boats and stop and examine out
side Irish Territorial waters any l-.V*s 
making for Dingle Bay. (V.A.(S) 2207/29/
Request that all foreigners now being 
evacuated from Prance may be landed at 
approved ports as security control is 
only organized at these ports. (KOPflI. 
London, 2200/29)
Reliable information indicates that air 
attacks on British aerodromes and ports is 
imminent. Lost likely objectikes^are 
ports and aerodromes in 3.E. and South 
co;4ts. C^ir i-in. 1450/29)
Information indicates three Bomber Gruppen 
standing by for operations. Objective 
may be South east and south coast ports. 
U ir Llin) (1130/29)
Reliable information received that oomoer 
attack on S.E. ports and aerodromes by a 
Geschwader of D.O. 17*s and 111^ 3
was laid on for today. Understand that
attack postponed owing to bad weatner in 
Germany*. (Air llin. 1610/29)
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HOLE COMMANDS 737
movements

DUCHES  ̂ 0E ..ICADI,D-; IiEVEi.G  ̂ and escort to R.V. with. them. 
AiTOIII^ j position, route, (k.O.l/C Greenock 1751/29)

Situation 0940

CIAABG shelled

Lore "boats required

3rd Corps. D.E.F. to 
"be embarked

Bmba.rkation too slow

Shins to land 
"beach parties

Ly 1949 Fleet fogbound. (C.in C., II.1’. 
2142/29)

Questions
Evacuation of L.E.F. fron Dunkirk
3 Transports and 12 auxiliaries in Docks 
52.58*1'! 4.47*E lorries driving up to 
transports, Auxiliaries prbably L/S 
(aircraft 220 Sqdn. 0940/29)
ST CĴ q) ICLEARSAunder shell fire 0325 from Dun I
kirk Roads passing B \V Buoy (IT. Foreland | 
Radio No 7000 ... .
Essential more conveyance "boats are s 
immediately. only 4000 men evacuated 1
since 1800 and there are 32 (Corrupt I
Group) waiting on "beach with more arriving | 
here (Corrupt Group) (Brigadier Raikeskem |
0130/29 to N.O.I.C. Dover) I
3rd Corps B.E.F. and C. in C., are now I
at La Panne. Make every endeavour to I
concentrate all destroyers and light craft I 
in neighbourhood with object of embarking | 
this force as soon as possible. (V.A. I
Dover 0127/29 to CALCUTTA) |
Brigadier General in charge states present | 
rate of embarl oi shore to ship
suite inadequate. Beach bombed throughout 
the day (LEDA 0220/20)
S.0*s of groups at beaches are to detail 
ships to land’ adequate beach parties to 
assist troops to embark, -en are not to 
be left behind by their ships but to be 
relieved as necessary when ships sail. 
(F.O.I.C. Dover 0255/29 to Destroyers, 
minesweepers)
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HOME COLL ARDS

Evacuation of k.p.B. Contd.

destroyers motor boats are inadequate to 
deal with numbers on beach, aore boats 
urgently required. Weather no?; difficult 
for boat work (Capt. (D) 16 0428/29)

move as many troops as possible from La 
Panne and Pray to Dunkirk (V.A. Dover 
0431/29 to S.H.O.Donibristle)
Ho enemy interference at present. Em
barking 2000 per hour. This can be kept 
up provided supply of transports is main
tained. Swell prevents use of beach 
(? passage) to Dunkirk. Any air attack 
would be disastrous. maximum fighter 
protection essential. Passenger transport 
not loaded mined and sunk about 2 miles 
E of Dunkirk oier li ;ht (3.17.0. Dunkirk. 
0709/29)

necessary as to situation and requirements 
from beach. (V.A. Dover, 0832/29 to HEBE)

for control of traffic. -rmy are quite 
unable to help or organise any thin&.
Keep on sending ships. Cannot West 
channel be used. Good 7-edical Officer 
with staff required. Army unable to pro
vide. (S.IT.O. Dunkirk 0930/29)
20 Thames barges in tow of 5 tugs expected 
at Ramsgate 1780/29. Por consideration 
that these might be used as piers (V.C.N.S. 
1255/29 to V.A. Dover)
Please secure an L.T.B. now (3.17.0. Dunkirk 
1232/29 to P.O.I/C Dover)

Request destroy concentrations on roads. 
21.E. of town. Attack not to he made west 
of railway coast nieuport Dix mUde (C. in 
C., Liason Officer Dover 1100/29)

Surf on beaches Owing to surf on beach most important

1L7TBB to be u 
of 3.7..0.

Tell Capt. Bus*: in P.T.B. 68 to use 7.7 .S.
HEBE as his H.Q,., frequent reports are

foot and water to 
be sent

Pood and v;ater should be sent to Dunkirk 
as soon as possible, also a staid guard

Aircraft called for Enemy troops reported IJ.E.^of Hieuport

Enemy Shelling 3.17.0. Dunkirk state enemy shelling pier
n __ •  -P  -v*. a v .i CJ ~t? r o n i i o c t .
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HOME

R.A._Y/ake-Walker
./^pointed 3 »17.0.

Destroyers not to 
stop, to help shins 
in distress

Dunkirk 'bombed

Situation 1358
Belgian troops to be 
embarked

lighters needed

Ships being sent 
by -‘rench

29.5.1940.
Wednesday.

COBOL'J7DS
Bvacuation-Contd»
R.A. Wake-Walker is proceeding in E3K to 
HEBE to carry out duty of S.H.O. Dunkirk 
in charge of all evacuation arrangements 
(il.O.I.C. Dover 1945/29, Admty. 1743/29)
During present operations on Belgian 
coast where many small craft are present 
destroyers are not to stop to render 
assistance to ships in distress (D.O.D 
(K) 1105/29)
Enemy aircraft bombing Dunkirk (GkELADE 
1155/29, 1205/29)
Dunkirk heavily bombed at 1500, objectives 
troops and transports. Request fighter 
protection may be increased. Embarkation 
is being carried out normally now. (S.I7.0. 
1330/29}
(3.17.0. Dunkirk 1358/29)
Belgian troops at La Panne to be allowed to 
embark in British ships, as we are using 
Belgian ships and crews for our own em
barkation. (V.n.lI.S. 1347/29, 1T.0.I.C. 
Dover, 1735/29)
Stick it a little longer. You alone can 
save our army. (V.A* Dover 1426/29 to 
Dover Eorce B.IT.L.O. Dunkirk)
liy position Nieuport Bank Buoy^ Request 
fighter protection (D. 20 1800/29)
Your 1635/29. All snail ships in Channel 
reouisitioned by Erench. About 150 being 
sent to Dover (3.N.L.O. Larceau 1841/29)
17y 1259. HOSqUITO to proceed to beach at 
Bra®*Dune 6 miles E. D unkirk and LOCUST 
to beach at La Panne 9 miles Dunkirk.
Both ships to embark British troops to 
maximum capacity using own and inshore 
boats (W.O.I.C. Dover, 1901/29)
Giving positions where troops are on 
beaches (V.A. Dover 1907/29;
ANTHOHY to proceed to evacuate troops. 
(N.O.I.C. Dover 2345/29)
Route for ships iE.O.I.C. Dover 1806/29)
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HOH COIUJJDS

29.5.1940.
Wednesday.

740
Orders for the 
night

Small Craft

French Shins Heeded

Route

S-tu.H 111 D amar; e d

Shins to take Troops, 
from --es trovers

Rec; uire: ents

Evacuation of British Troops to continue 
at maximum speed during night. If adequate 
supply of Hospital ships cannot "be main
tained to hunkirk East Pier Destroyers 
v/ill be sent there as well. All other 
oraft except Hospital Carriers to embark 
from Beach which is extended from one mile 
east of Dunkirk to one mile east of La 
Panne. Whole length is divided into 
three equal portions referred to a3 La Pannl 
Bray ^alo from east to west with a mile 
gap between each port. La Panne and -̂>ray 
have troops concentrations pointing to 
each end and in the middle. Halo on each 
end. These points should be tended by 
inshore.craft. Pass this message by 
visual signalling to ships not equipped 
wireless as opportunity offers.
Destroyers at Dunkirk pass to S.N.O.
Dunkirk (V.A. Dover 1907/29)
Investigate urgently provision of addition
al small craft which can be made available 
within 48 hours from all parts in your 
command for operation Dynamo. (D.O.D. (H) 
1115/29 to 0. in C.$ Portsmouth, Lore)
French troops beginning to arrive at 
Dunkirk and on beaches, but there are 
only 3 Drench destroyers and one Drench 
vessel to evacuate them. Impress on 
Admiral Darlan necessity for large number 
of destroyers, passenger ships and small 
craft. (1st S.L. 1635/29 to B.l.L.O. 
Larceau)
Route to Dunkirk (F.O.I.C. Dover, 1531/29 
1721/29)
Haval personnel and gear landed, few 
soldiers and wounded survivors picked up 
no more ammunition or boats left, am re
turning with VERITY and SAL* tD III who is 
damaged and can only do 15 knots. aeavy 
and continuous bombing of ships. (SABRE 
2025/29)
Intercept all personnel ships approaching 
Dunkirk and instruct them not to close 
harbour but to remain off Eastern beach to 
collect troops from ships (H.O.I.C. Dover
2128/29 to HEBE)
In order to comolete disembarkation L.o 3 
or power craft in charge oi n.O's, rope, 
Haval beach parties imperative. (BIDEDOLD 
2130 Z/29)
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HOPE GOi.il./jms 741
Branch Shins

fighters Essential

Ambarkation talcing 
•pierce from Dunkirk

Dvacuati n Cpntd.
10 avoid possible incidents on "beaches 
suggest all "beaches are informed immedi te- 
ly that Drench ships evacuating are pro
ceeding to Dunkirk. (V.A. 2314/29 to’S.H.
0. Dunkirk, HEBE)
lighters essential. Continuous "bombing ''Y 
Capt. D 20 1707/29 1812/29)
Have sent JAVELIh and three Destroyers intol 
Dunkirk landing place 3.2T.0. Other soldier 
marching to Dunkirk as boat work on beach 
very slow (Capt. D 16th D.B. to L.2DA (?) 
0531/29)

- iguters to be main- Special task for 30/5 is to provide 
tained maximum cover for concentration of B.E.i’.

Dunkirk area. Periods without fighter 
cover should be kept to minimum (.air — in. 
to fighter Commend 2315/29)
Vessels carrying troops not to stop to 
pick up survivors from ships sunk but are 
to inform other near ships (I.CI.C niver 
0806/29)

--ospital Ships Anay now ask for four hospital 3hips. You
asked for will have continuous calls for these

vessels. (s.22.0. Dunkirk to P.O.C. Dover. 
1010/29)

Situation 1822/29 Naval shipping plan now approaching
maximum efficiency. Subject to weather 
and reasonable immunity enemy action, 
expect lift about 16,000 Dunkirk and 
15,000 from Beaches. Surf has suosided 
and beaches being worked today at re
duced rate. Total arrivals during 12 hours 
to noon 29th are 13,711. Total since 
start of plan to 1500/29 is 39,000 dis
embarked and 7.500 en route for home, or 
46,500 in all. (General Bloyd, Dover o 
Y/.C. 1822/29)
Admty. 1956/28. Report number and type of 
craft required stating names of any 
available locally and whether local manning- 
T)05siblG (D* of L«D# to in C# 2o30/29)
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HOLTS GQin.Aims

Impo s s ib1e to embark 
more trooos at present

Evacuation of E.E.F. Contd.
Continuous bombing for 1̂ ; hours One 
destroyer sinking, one transport with
troops on board damaged. Ho damage to 
pier. Impossible at present to embark 
more troops. 'SABRE 1825/29)
Can you confirm harbour is blocked (Do 
tV/T to HEBE 2057/29)

loading troops at point on beach or do 
you consider they would be more usefully 
employed for ferrying troops. Report as 
soon as possible. (N.O.I.C* Dover, 1456/29)

evacuations and uncertainty as to time 
required to complete evacuations am unable 
to give any undertaking regarding oper
ation Lyster until evening 29/5 when 
matter will be reviewed in light of 
situation at that time. (Air 1-in. 0105/29 
to Adty*)
Force D. (MARTIS, PACIFICO, CAROLINE 
HOLIER, 3 destroyers, 3 corvettes, 2 M.T. 
B.s may be required to sail for ^ o p e r a 
tion 29/5, (D.O.D. (H) 0006/29)
Adty. 0006/29. Operation will take place 
Objective. Arrangements (D.O.D.(H) 1018/ 
29 J
Force D formed as follows:- YOLSEY, VILY, 
VIVACIOUS, ■ .iAT.T.ARP, 7/IDGE0ir, S±FA-R. .ATAR, 
PACIFIC0, ARTIS, CAROLINE ROLLER, 2 Y.T.B 
S.O. in Y/OLSEY (D.O.D. (H) 1018/29)
LIy 1018/29 Force D is due to arrive at 
destination 0500/30 (D#0#jJ* (H) 1736/ 29)
kALLARD, UTIDGEOII, SHEAR ATER R.V. with 
Force D at IT. Goodwin Lt. j • a^ 20o0/29 
^__ nnprat.inns DF (C. in 0.
Nore., 1226/29]
On completion of operation D.£. destroyers

Thames Barges 
being sent

20 Thames barges in tow are being sent. 
Can they usefully be used as pier for

Air Protection un
certain

F.Operation Lyster j).fl
Your 2356/28 In view of heavy fighter 
commitments 29/5 in connection with

are to proceed as directed by 
to assist in evacuation (/.C.H.3. 1608/29)



Cr-ncol operation D._

J A C I i 'IC O  t o r p e d o e d  a t  a n c h o r  o f f  X f ,.7.  
bhinglcs Beacon. To h o  to w e d  h a c k  t o
V n - o / o o *  ^ ° l , e r a t i o n  c o n t i n u e *  ( .. u, :t 1 9 a 8 / 2 9 ,  C . i n  U o r e  2 2 5 1 / 2 9 )
c a n c e l  o p e r a t i o n  D . P .  Destroyers to r e *  
j o i n  7 . A .  B o y e r ,  ( M b t y .  t o  3 . 0 .  P o r c e  B  
1 9 5 8 / 2 9 )

3 7 5  O p e r a t i o n  D Q, ( ?  b  F) cancelled h y  
a d m i r a l t y .  8 . 0 .  f o r c e  D* i s  to ( c o r r u p t

v:: :x;.......and .. ____ _ - w . .
struct then to return to 3h.ecmeoo set 
daylight. Destroyers return to Borer#
• - *Bs» return tj Harwich.. Acknowledge. 

(C. in C. Bore 1944/29 to Force B# V01$£¥)

(? before sailing) an ir —

-»e —ay re
Prench Coast
Condition; no mines exploded, ship i/.g 
toying freely. Informed by Col. Binder 
c.c. the Port, that four k/k gone boro now 
arrired, therefore cousin •:/ ;; ..;i' 
operations may now he started i U  safety 
hut better if sweepers bod escort, ^o 
reason why port should not j o u w  now he 
opened. Vessel of 12* draft may enter at 
any time. (.... .L.O., J-areeau, C150/2, j

holder
Butch Co st
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Hospital Shin

Narvik Captur

?th S/LLF.

Submarines

29.5.1940.
V/ednesday.

HOIS CPU .'JIDS

/ Operations-Norway
Le- veseltfatian of s*jfrwcy regarding a 
certain operation (1st S.L. 230
fjeldsfctfttvUlr is closed to traffic owinr 
to nines. (E.A. Narvik 1124/29}

to_3ail Hospital Ship ATLANTIS to be sailed for 
Harstad as soon as possible (D.O.D. (H) 
to _ .O.I.C. niyerpool 2137/29)
Hequest sail LARINA for Harstad as soon as 
ready. is taking place of CYCLOPS
(D.0.L.U:y to A.C.O.S. 1730/29}

d Entirely in hands of -Allies by 2200/28
Norwegian and French battalions cap
turing town. (D.N.I. 1939/29)

Submarines
Poliowing Dutch submarines are now at 
Portsmouth. 0.9 0.10 0.13 021 0 22
0 23 0 24. Intend they be known as
Seventh Submarine Plotilia as from 1/6.
Intend that Dutch Torpedo boats Z.6 and 
Z.8 also at Portsmouth should form part of 
7th S/ll P. Plotilla will be under 
command of Commander Hellingman of 
Netherlands Navy and will work in close 
co-operation with fifth S/J£*P. and under 
general direction of Captain S. 5. and 
will normally be based at Portsmouth and 
Portland. Fifth and Seventh Flotillas 
do not form part of Home Fleet and in con 
sequence 3'. 5 end S  7 are not included 
in the adoAess Captains (3) Home Fleet. 
(Y.A.S., 2114/29)
Positions 0600/30 (V.A.(s) 1904/29, D.C
2302/29
Submarines operating in Channel will be 
addressed as 5th S/LI Flotilla (Capt. (3)
5 1551/29)
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HOME COMMANDS 
Air. 7 4 5

KING ORRY

British air ant.1 vj ftY,
At least 2 bombs on ship moored outside 
Bergen harbour (Donibristle received 1756/29)
oo?htod 5? ail*craft 1300/29. (Lonibrietle l6h5/ Confirmed results of Wednesday’s air 
lighting, 77 German aircraft shot down, our losses 16. (N.O.I.C. Dover, 0207/30)
Enemy air activity.
Bombed alongside at Dunkirk, 
military (Received 1927. N.
2030/29).

No sign of 
Foreland Radio

GRAFTON
PAXTON. BOY RO1!

VEGA

Enemy bombing Braye.(GRAFTON 0010/29).
H.’,. Drifters damaged b.y enemy aircraft and 
beached near Dunkirk. No casualties.
(V.A. Dov°r 6513/29).
Help VXWY 2/+33 (VSGA 0855/29)

g r e n a d e .

GALLANT. 
KILLARNEY

D 20.

WORCESTERS?

Help enemy aircraft bombing Dunkirk (GRENADE 
1153/29) 20 enemy aircraft bombing Dunkirk 
GRENADE 1205/29) I’m being heavily bombed 
Have seen no shore batteries (GRENADE 1217/29).
Enemy aircraft bombing VXWY O/4.IO (GALLANT 1205/29
Bombed at Dunkirk 1106 (N. Foreland Radio 
received 1235/29).
Attacked at La Panne (D. 20 125U/29)
Attacked at Dunkirk (WORCEST RaisesL 1255/29).

Preparations 
to attack U.K

I ayt .

D'jnkirk.

CODRINGTON
UTTON.

Information indicates 3 bomber Gruppen standing 
by for operations. Objective may be S.E. and S.
coast ports (Air Ministry 1130/29).
On 28/5 and a.m./29 bomber reconnei:sance 
aircraft operated as far as Portsrno ith, preparatoyj 
to intended attack on aerodromes and harbo;rs 

on S.E. coast (Air Ministry 18/40/29)
Enemy aircraft bombing off Bray# (MAIXJOLM 1255/29) 
15U5/29,1551/29) Help MALCOLM 1552/29)
(Capt. D. 20 1657/29, 1716/29, 1552/29;.
Heavy bombing (MALCOLM 1257/29, 171U/29, GRENADE 
1559/29, ICARUS 1919/29, VERITY, 19U9/29 
Fighters required (ALBUBY 1955/29).
Help D ink irk (CODRIRGTON 1253/29)
Bombed (SUTTON 15U5/29) still bombed La Panne 
Roads (SUTTON 1555/29).

8UPPLF‘iZ*!T
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HOME COMMAITOS
Air 74f»

La Panne. 
ANTHONY

LOCHjkAKRY

VERITY.
SABRE

BoraLed (MALCOLM 15U5/29).
Bombed help VXST 1235 (ANTHONY 1555/29) Bombed 
VXTS 2222 (ANTHONY 16L5/29).
Bombed West Dyck Buoy 1618 G.M.T. (W. Foreland 
Radio 1725/29).

Enemy air Activity.
Help fighters (VERITY 1800/29).
Help Dunkirk (SABRE No. T.0.0. Received I81j.6/).
Hit by bomb 3 miles W r st Middle Kerke Buoy 
(GRACIE FIELDS 1830/29) Not mkaing water 
Requires tug. Traitferring troops to other 
vessels (SHIKARI to F.O.I.C. Dover 2115/29)
Attacked (SHIKARI 2035/29).

8UPPLP/IENT
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HOME COULiANPS. Wednesday,

Operations.

evacuation of from Dunkirk.

Bombing of beaches and pier Dunkirk has now 
commenced without evident opposition from 
fighters. If they hit pier embarkation will 
become very slow. Beaches betv/een Dunkirk

La Panne are covered with troops c n, su
ed in large masses. Very slow embarkation 
taking place from Eastern beach. French 
Authorities at Dunkirk feel strongly they are 
defending Dunkirk for us to evacuate, /hich 
is largely true. Perimeter must be strongly 
held, food and water issued and bombing of 
Dunkirk pier prevented. There is no other 
alternative to take off more than a fifth of 
men now on beach before they are bombed 
continously. (S./f.O. Dunkirk lp 58/ 2 9).

Air.

CLaI: -ACALI3TSR.

’SILLLA,

i LCRIIiA.

f
13 of crew missing. 16 out of 23 Durvivorc 
in hospit 1. (War Cabinet, Chief of staffs 
Committee - eekly resume ho. 40)
British 2376 tons. Bombed and sunk off -unkirk.| 
10 survivors (War Cabinet, Chief of staffs 
Committee - weekly Resume I'o. 40)
Attacked by enemy a/c’s near Dunkirk ana sunk.
8 lives lost, 41 saved. (Boara of Trades).

Lnemy Inte 1 1 igenc e.

Jrui-er damagea. Yugoslavia General -taff informs me (a) Two 
new 3/M*8 launched at Hamburg 29/5 and 
li.meaiately sent to sea. (b) Transport 
GKEI3SKAU l800 tons sunk by British off -isi&n 
Islands, 1200 troops anc 40 tanks on board, 
very few men saved. German transport 

3,
6/°*Y w a t e r s ,  ( c )  K u U

badly daaaged May 2$. OC.A.Bel race, 1 2 5 5/ 1 1/ 6}

yhi^s a: .seb; 
JCbm.

U -boat- Cam pal:-;1” - r • ML

Lasts '1 of British ELLASOY reports ’.hat at 
0445/29/2 in position 42°32* 09 11*
he witnessed submarine shelling me "Chant I

1

'' " - "-i. . '• ", r„*ts t
’"ench ; atrol re >. - r gcinity. "
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.JSC ROYAL

Invergorden.

Convoys
prm s i d e h t roosi

Belgian Chins

• ~ c . go:_ ;j j s  

Aircraft Carriprs

Leave Scapa 0800/31 with GLORIOUS. Fly 
on 803 Sqdn. after leaving. Arrive Bode 4 8 
area a.m./2 June (V.A.A. 1251/29)

Lining_____

Magnetic mines have been exploded off the 
-’yne, Dover and Moray Firth.
Invergordon is still closed. (D.C. 0806/29)
Aircraft dropped three magnetic mines 
about 110° South Foreland (BLYSKAWICA to F.O. 
Dover 2346/29) It would appear that further 
magnetic mines were laid by enemy aircraft 
off the South Foreland during the night.
fj eldsundet Channel is closed to traffic 
by suspected mining (R.A. Narvik 1124/29)
5 mines reported dropped in searched 
channel IT.W. of Ostend. (O.I.C. 30 May)

Ship ling
Positions (D.C., 1839/29)

AO-LT Now arriving Galway 1/6 (Hd. of Li 2016/29) 
of utmost importance she should proceed 
without interference. (C. in C., W.A. 0910/ 
29)
In Home Waters may proceed to any port in 
France or U.K. armed guards should be dis
pensed with unless master or other members 
of crew suspected. )M. 0003/29)
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2 U.T.B. 1 s

5__ _._T A3. * s

2 T.D.*s 
Destroyer
4 ? 4 T .3. *s
l m .tT.
1 A.V. 1000 tons 3
5 smal.1 auxilliary 
vessels
5 - . V * s about 5000 
tons . _ 12-15 -uinill; 
voosols, prob.Poly -1,

Ships off Bergen

- [3 building
for ifor.vay

--rea
north Sea 

Channel

V/estem Approaches 
ho reports received 
H o m s  Reef

•I • C o a31 Ho rv/ay

Delgian Coast

29.5. 1940.
Wednesday.

Hone Commands

Anerny Int ell ig enc e
Attacked no apparent damage my 
56*11 5.30*3 (Aircraft 0220/29J position 51.

Course 260° speed 20 lcnot3 my position 
52.50’IT 4.30*3 )Aircraft 0444/29)
See submarines attacked.
With 2 funnels in harbour at IjMUiden.
52.45'H 1.47’E course 360° 1225 (Aircraft 
reports Chatham. 1638/29)
At Tend about 1450, strong A/A fire, clone 
damaged (Chatham A.C.H. 175o/29)

Reported by aircraft at the Helder 0930/29 
.ary(A.C.H. . Chatham 1257/29 At 1330/29. 
V ’sHowever aircraft reported no shins at the 

Helder. (i.C. 0466/40)
See Air

-iiscellaneous
military personnel sailings from Cherbourg 
to Southampton arranged for 30/5 and 51/5, 
ships crossing by night. If Southampton 
is closed ships should be diverted to Wey
mouth. Crossings should not be suspended 
due to absence of escorts. (D.O.D (H) 1307/ 
1807/29)
Re taking over (Admty. 1627/29)

W3ATH3R
Y/ind Visibility
Light Variable Moderate to Visi.Improving

poor fog patches

S.W. to W. 
Light

Good to very Similar 
good.

IT.V/. Moderate Very good 
for i'ollg. Propable weather:-

Y/ind backing 
to freshening

Light Variable

Southerly
moderate
3.7/. light to
moderate

l_oderate to 
Good
...oderate to 
good.
Mod rate Wind veering 

visibility
improving to 
very good.
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WAKEFUL

GRAFTON

MONTROSE 
M.V. RUJA

GRENADE 
CALVI
CREATED EAGLE 
w a v : r l e y
COMPOST 
GIRL ?A2£H~~-

BLDEF'CRD
P* GRZYEC ’JltD 

g a l l a n t  
j a g u a r
rNTRErU) )SALABLE )
GRAJCIE P IE L I/3 ^ ) 
POLLY JCEN3C-. ;

JOHN CA7TLIEG

■GEEYHOGXD

CASUALTIES AMD OAFACTS. r .
/:'i,

Torpedoed and sunk/29/5 during operations 
Dynamo (V.A. Dov- r 0230/30) Re destruction 
of asdic sets. (C. in C. Nore 2157/29) Many 
refugees military and R.A.F. on board. ‘Dt 
by at least 2 torpedoes which tore ship in 
half, sank in little over te. Submarine 
surfaced and opened fire with machine g ns 
on people in water, Including women and 
children (Report by 2 R.A.F. W/T operators. 
Reed, by phone 181+5/29. D.D.I.O. and 0. In 0. 
Nore still consider it lively that ship was 
sunk by
Toroedoecf^durirtg^Operation Dynamo 29/5* 
Abandoned*sinking. Have taken off personnel 
(IVANHOE to F.O.C. Dover 0525/29) Torpedoed 
/ i ,t - (IVAIixiOE to N.C.I.C. 0635/29)
Re destruction of Asdic sets (C. in C. Wore
2157/29) • 8UPFLi:'LAT
Damaged in collision with a tug near No. > 
buoy, with ergine defects anchored North of
LADY BRAS ZY left at 0150 to asait botn (/.A. 
Dover 022U/29)
Am gro aided in Zuydcoote at low water 
(MACKAY 0016/29).
Bombed and sunk off V ink irk 29/5 ( /»A. .;/ver 
0230/30 VERITY 1736/29)

Sun* in collision off B o u i K  29/5 //.A. 
Dover C230/3w

* -

4 „ operations o f f  29/3-M issing during orpe(V.A. Dover G23G/3W ^
, . Am attempt:.''v. dean.

8*417 **"• -.v.-' V.sl. -.--v* *.
Of ton»a« not /  . .. v >*- . ' 'J

1658/29. ? •;-A V * *  v> - <*"*
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CAIRO

JAGUAR

GRACIE FIELDS

29.5J+0,

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS

(Damaged 25/5) Only one U inch mounting effefiJvl 
in A/A fire. (CAIRO 1516/
in tow of tug ana ole to steam, now urocceding 
to Dov^r. GALLANT and GREN tllO damaged 
hombs. (C. in C. Wore 1813/29)
Particulars of A/C attack and tom »ge 29/5* (JAGUAR 
0732/30.) Position in OTt 3*tik Buoy.
Request fighter escort (D.20 1800/29).
Undergo*!,. Chart r. bombed 51° 1k 1 N. 2° hOf E.
Not making ’'-ater. Requires tug. Transferring trooos 
to other vessels. ( RI 2115/29) Maying 
fast (GRACIE FIELDS R eed . 2053/29)



29.5.40.
Wednesday.

War Diary.

Completion
dates.

F O R E M  STATIONS. 7 5 2
OTTAWA 10/6. ASSINIBOINE 5/6. Intend to dock 
SAGUENAY when both the above are ready for sea 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1627/29)

North Atlantic.
Invasion of Thought possible a German seaborne expedition
Ireland. to invade Ireland may be prepared at Vigo.

Please takes steps to confirm or deny. French 
Admty. asked to maintain a special watch off 
Vigo. (D.N.I. to N.A., Madrid, 2010/29)

S/M positions

t e
11

French
positions.

Banana.

BRIDGWATER

Italian
sailings.

If
Italian War 

Plans.

Cable cutting.

In area B. at 0600/30 (S.5- to Adty. 1800/29)
Convoys and Patrols at 1200/29 (D.C. to 
C. in C. W.A., 0117/29)
South Atlantic.
Re establishing observation post and extinguishin 
lights (C.G. Leopoldsville 1541/29)
Re visit to Boma to consult re. defence of Lower 
Congo. (Lepoldsville 1508/29)
Italian Line agents have informed that no 
further Italian ships will sail for S. Africa 
after EDDA due Cape Town 20/6 and PIAVE 
6/7. (S.O.(l) Cape Town 1635/29)
Mediterranean.
Ambassador in Rome reports all preparations made 
by Italy for attack 5th June on Corsica, Malta 
and Tunis. Parachutists to participate and 
foreign residents in Egypt, Tunis and Corsica 
to assist. Landing on Turkish coast from 
Rhodes also envisaged. Graded D.3* Slight 
indications exist of overseas expedition being 
preoared in Italy but no details available. 
(D.N.I. to C. in C. Med. 0118/29)
Reliably reported Italian Consul has instructions 
to orecare to return to Italy. He has been seen 
burning documents (S.O. I. Malta to Ady. lCpl/29)

1tv. l6ll ’Information that satisfies me that 
V e s s e l  interferes with our cables is Spanish 
5PSRANZA Wooden Auxiliary Trawler believed to 
» in Vigo. She generally operates in territory 
i+ers. Submit French be asked to obliterate 
»r quietly at first opportunity. 1̂1.A. Madrid

=»cial care is to be taken to give Italy no 
ssible excuse for claiming t.-iat neutralit of 
eek territorial waters is not ^eing respected, 
apt. (S) 1, 1451/29 to PARTHIAN, PANDORA).

SUPPLEMENT
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*

FORM IOK STATIONS 7 5 3
LIVERPOOL To join Mediterranean^ tat ion. If so, propose

to sail SYDNEY 1/6 for Aden (C. in C. Med. 
1025/29)
Mediterranean.

Expedition My 1922, 28, State of Italian fighting forces
contemplated. combined with requisitioning of ships and

numerous reports received lend weight to 
opinion previously expressed that an expedition 
is contemplated.
Re final sentence in my lllh/2b Yugo Slavia 
must not be excluded. Italian CONTE DI SAVOIA 
reported to have left New York 25/5 due 2/6 
Genoa. Preparations for War continue.
(N.A. Rome 1301/29)

^ast Indies.
West African
and Indian 
Troop Convoys.

CALEDON

Italian
sailings
suspended.

D. of ST 1035/27 and Adty. 2300/27. Proposed 
route. Suggest convoy from Bombay be known 
as B.C. and that from Cape Town as C.M.
(C. in C. E.I. 1028 Z/29)
Unless ATHELML’RE ready sail in few hours 
she to be held and BULLMOUTH sailed with 
CALEDON. Despatch necessary. (D.O.D.(F) to 
C. in C. East Indies 2013/29)
It is learnt from Mombasa that future 
sailings of all Italian ships have been 
suspended (S.O.I. Colombo to D.N.I. 01332/2j)

* Navigation
lights.

unerica and West Indies.
1072/ 1 5 "-.dtv./Ir view of message B.A. and desirability 

of reducing risk for Bermuda convoys propose 
that all westbound British Merchant Ships 
show dim navigational light when west of 
D25° West and North of 032° North. (C. in C.
H.W.I. 1 1 5 1 / 2 9).

k Cn i g s b s r g 6U66 G.T. sailed from Para, Brazil 25 May. 
Description circulated. (O.I.C. 30 May;
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U-EO, iT CAIZP^IGN Y__. E h m  IG 
Shins attacked

'1 JOSS

'[TT'7 »Xililiii.

lbuQ> w

French. Reported sunk 20' 3 of Finisterre 
at 0550/29 (Consul Vico 1056/29)
nntish trer.’l»g Torpedoed^at 0600 in 42. .5' 
II.09.08’W On fire and "being towed to 
shallow water by Spanish Trawlers (O.I.C.
30 Hay)(Consul Vigo 1056/29, 33 of crew re
ported landed alive 3 died) Consul Vigo 11 
15/29) Fishermen saw Genian submarine (N.-a. 
—adrid 2132/29) Now at Ria -5Ldan fire 
practically extinguished by Spanish Navy, 
had list to port. 22 Survivors landed in- 
cia. .ing 4 British unliurt, 3 British 
and 15 Chinese wounded, 3 British dead. 
(N.A. Madrid 1649/30) (**t

Passenger Transnort —ined and sunk off Dunkirk, see Evacuation
of B.E.F.

U URY (?)

0717

1521

1515

1649

1750

1550

Argentine, Reported to have been sunk 
20G0/2p 43.40 *21 12.10‘W (290° C Finisterre 

** 140. miles) by explosive charge placed on
board by U-Boat (I.C. 0466/40) sunk 
evening 27/5 probably by same submarine 
as TELBAA survivors ..t Corunna (N.A. Yadria 
1649/30) £3.40*21 12.16*7/ 2000/ 27 . 13
of crew saved, 12 missing (Whyatt. Corunna 
2200/29)
Submarines Reported
Enemy Unit probably U-Boat between Orkneys 
and Norway. Position indefinite. (Admty. 
to C.in C., H.F. 1010/29;
One submarine 225° one mile from 51.19rN 
02.07»E ( ? To Dover W/T my 1321, read 01. 
5 3 *E (PANGBOURNE to Dover 1415/29) 1321/29)
Periscope sighted 51.21 *11 02.16*E (BLYHKAW- 
ica to V.A. Dover VEGA, SHELDRAKE hunt (C. 
in C., Nore 1605/29)
Suspected U-Boat reported 53.59*11 0.16*E 
(C. in C., Nore to FURY 1649/29)
District Inspector R.U.C. relia-ly in
formed that three or four U-Boats lie 
repairing in Ringabelva Bay a little i?eJ;0^ 
dueenstown Harbour. Graded 2 u ^ o .j-.g . 
Belfast to Admty. 1730/29)
Enemy submarine which dived reported 
at 49.24*N. 03.36'W (C. inC. w .a . h  ships 
area B. 1951/29) (I.C. 0466/40 gives

. . .  . n n  j r -  n  O  / t w  1



7a r Jiary. U-POAT 1AMPAIT-1 > MINING 29. K ?h)
T ednesday.

Chief Officer reports attack by 3/m
. lie8 3. v. 3alvora I. (Arosa Bay),

shells nit, ship on fire and abandoned. 
Panic among Chinese crew. 2 officers 
missing, 1 killed, 5 crev; killed and 9 
missing (N. I.D.) 2799/40. Position of vessel 
in Spanish law.(M.01208/40).

Ships attacked
Torpedoed at 0500 51°2G' IT. 20o15’ E. 
U-boat incidents report No. 267.

TELENA.

b/ms reported. incidents

3/m. attacked. By VEGA 51°22’7, 2°40’ E. 
0707,29.

U-boat incidents 
267.



&  (Tanker)

gross tons Se arma m e n t; 740&i 4"*7 gun and 18-pounder.

DATE AND TIME: Ha/ 39th. 6.16 B.3.T.

POSITION: 6 miles W.S.ff. from Salvors off Vigo Bay.

SPEED: 10 knots.

ROUTE; Oran via Gibraltar to Panillao near Bordeaux.

CARGO; Heavy Crude oil.

IN CONVOY; no

ESCORT: none

ftgATE OP CREW: 5 6 •

WEATHER CONDITIONS:

10 mlaslng of which at leaat 9 were burnt oiierd, 
1 killed by a shell, and 4 wounded.

Moderate.

jj- Saw ship which appeared an fire on port bow. It appwiM 
auspicious and gun w^s cleared for aetlon. Suddenly a shell p*#* 
over ship and t S/B was seen about a mile away on port quarter. 
I M hHiXBBiyXitXXhXilXBBBXi BIBgliJih g irx  MMUQTfiix xx a ta g /v  a a if

lamed lately after, the 3nd shell hit lfo. 1 port wing tank end 
gee alight on top of it. At least 90 shells "hit” in rapid sue*l< 
and fire spread swiftly unci the Chinese crew panicked, nearly^1 
lifeboats were rendered useless by the shell fire, only one rim* 
that would float. This was lowered by the Chinese and pushed off, 
from the ship leaving all the European officara on board. Th•l(,, 
crew consisted entirely of officers, but due to borne bungling 1* hoisting the ensign not a olnglt shat was fired although the sAJf only 1 a mils off and clearly visible. The "abandon ship" wall** 
the Captain before there was time even to man the gun, and many 5 
overboard including the Ce tain. The few remaining Chinese, th**® 
their "number waa up" put on their "beat clothes" before Jum plW
Borne oil was burning on the surface of sea, and some wer$ caugM* 
these flames and perished.
A 8panieh Trawler picked up the survivors and these were taken tj 
small Spanish port and thence went to Vigo. The fire in ship Jj extinguished by entry of sea water, and ehe waa subsequently JJJ- 
Vigo by the Spanish authorities with about 7,ooo tons of oil *v 
har, ownership of which la under diacuaeion. Many 
3,000) were seen in Vigo and *eny Spanish peopla were distinct, 
German, and rather anti-British.
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MOST SECRET

29.5.1940
Wednesday

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

r: (' 
i ;> i)

PACIFICO
Ships Attacked
(Blockship) 29.5*40. Torpedoed at anchor 
off N.W. Shingles Beacon.
To be towed back to harbour. (WOLSEY, 1938/ 
39, 0- in C., Nore. 22&1?29)

TELENA

rd ,

British tanker, 7406 tons, Chinese crew from 
Singapore, who panicked when attacked by 
submarine, 0600 B. S. T. , 5 miles W.S.W. from 
Salvoja Island. Set on fire and abandoned. 
Survivors picked up by Spanish trawlers and 
taken to 2 small ports outside Vigo, Mari 
and El Grove.
Compaints made about the action of the 
Spanish Authorities after the ship had 
been towed into Vigo. Germans were 
allowed to go on board the ship at once, 
but the British survivors were not allowed 
to do so for three weeks. Finally the 
authorities sent on board Spanish 
workmen one of whom carelessly brought an 
acetylene blow lamp near one of the tanks 
and set the ship on fire again after an 
explosion in which four men were killed 
and five injured one of whom died of hii 
injuries. (Interview with Chief Officer 
tanker TELEHA, Trade Div., Casualties)

1925

Submarines Attacked
By KINGSTON AND ALUSITE (no position given) 
Considered probable that a submarine was 
destroyed. (Capt. A/P, Dover) No ^nown 
wrecks in vicinity. (E. 011107/40)

B.
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U-T30.fi? C^b m JG IT  £  I 'T T7~n

Submarines Heported-Contd.

1620 Poliowing received from H.M. Trawler 
COI.xROLLER suspect enemy submarines in 
war Channel running past N.E. by U. half 
n in position 53 decrees 59» North. 0 
degrees 16* East. (P.O.I.C. Tyne 1635/29)

0707
Submarines Attached
attacking submarine position 51.22'N. 02. 40 *E (VEGA)
Aircraft presumably bombed U-Aoat sighted 
at 49.24m  7.24 ’V/. (O.I.C. 30th Layj
Trench Patrol vessel C.JP SAGUET attacked 
U-Boat on surface 197° Binisterre 43* No 
result. 42.6»N 9.34»\7 (C.in C.f W.A. 1149/ 30)
Poliowing received begins:- Contact at 
least one submarine and two T.B*s at 
commencement of patrol at 0030 until 
was attacked by torpedoes and machine gun 
fire in action until about 0200 enemy 
was driven off by depth charges and gun
fire hampered by darkness and low 
visibility until to ascertain result of 
engagement action suddenly stopped unit 
xig zagged wes.ward awaiting daylight.
0305 ends. (C. In C., Nore. 0607/29)

at

rts
yen

I

of

»



SITUATION REPORT 7 K 9-------- —-------  < .) (3

The IS.i.i', h s had hard fighting and con
siderable casualties; all divisions are .
much reduced in strength and most units are j 
extremely tired. The enemy are in contact 
along most of the front and are in possess
ion of lieuport, while still holding 
Bridgeheads at Abbeville and St. Valery.

fivacuation of jj.E .F . A ground mist favoured embarkation today.
Food and water were landed and about 25 
Destroyers entered Dunkirk in rotation, 
efiecting a much higher clearance than that j 
on the beaches where there was a shortage 
of small craft and naval personnel.
Up to 0700 on 3lst Bay a total of 145,544 
men had been landed in England, of whom 
9.230 were British casualties and 11,666 
-BLlies mostly French. The naval losses 
to-day were French Destroyer torpedoed by 
A.T.B.'s, one Destroyer and two small 
Torpedo boats on fire, four small Transports 
and two Patrol Boats sunk, and one Destroys} 
one Gunboat, and one Transport damaged.A total of 222 naval vessels have so far 
been employed in this operation, including 
41 Destroyers, together with 665 other craft 
and boats.
R.A. Y/ake-Walker in EXPRESS is in charge of 
embarkation arrangements.
During the operations today three British L 
ships LO-.INA 1578 tons, SPIISEL 650 tons, & 
Y/0RTH30Y<U 868 tons, v/ere 3unk off Dunkirk 
.and the British FRKJESS .uiUD 2883 tons was 
damaged off Gravelines but is safe.
The crews of 2 tugs refused to tow barges 
from Dover to Dunkirk, and were to be re- 
placed.
French troops are beginning to arrive for 
evacuation/ This is to be from Dunkirk.

, The approaches to the mole at Dunkirk
v/ere subjected to heavy and continuous 
shell fire in the evening 30/5

Norway The enemy have been cleared from Narvik
and the Arkenes Peninsula but are still 
holding Beisfjord; and allied troops are 
advancing on Strons*es on the Narvik /
Lulea railway.
Bodo has been heavily bombed by the enemy, 
but his land forces are still about 30 
miles E of the town and on the S side of 
the Fjord. The aerodrome is reported 
wrecked beyond repair.

3 0 .5 .1 9 4 0 .
Thursday.

■Yar Diary

Northern France
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Thursday.

3ITUAT'I GIT REPORT

AIR

-• ormal -°riti3h. coastal patrols were flown 
during the day, and a great nuraher to 
support the evacuation and prevent the 
approach of I.T.B's.
German air force operating on 30/5 
showed a ezeKvan&e on pivious days, prob
ably due to deterioration in the weather, 
aerodromes in Belgium and N.E. France 
Y/ere used to an increasing extent during 
past T̂ eek.

There was considerable enemy air activity 
off the coast from Harv/ich to the .Vest of 
the isle of ./ight, probably minelaying; 
and shipping was bombed in the Downs and 
off Orfordness.
Our own patrols operated in the T'-~ 
Fumes area between 0525 and 2]

i-ining
The Boo: i defence vessel C/SIBBIi 
and sunk at 1736/30 at Spitheac 
mouthpas closed and danger arec 
off the llab Tower and the Deedl

egotiations between the Allies 
on contraband control economic 
have been broken off. The gene 
uation is unchanged.
Patrols have been established o 
of Spain and Portugal to interc 
merchantmen in the event of wai

Italy
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Harwich

Invasi on

Dingle 3ay

Great l>rit

aOlti -..T.D.

in at war .r

Force

30.5.194#.
Thursday.

HOLE COLlhiHDS 
Precautions

760
bequest decision whether Train Ferries 
may be used to block Harwich Harbour. (C. 
m  G., i.ore to AiEfanty* 1040/30)
-i-our 1605/26 trained demolition party 
cannot be provided from Chatham Depot, 
services ox ^..m.5.0., Yarmouth should be 
used for training party locally. (C. in C., 
liore 1038/30, to F.O.I.C., Harwich)
Chiefs of Staff consider that attack on 
this country is imminent. All defences to 
be manned during hours of darkness. Work 
on defences will be accelerated to the 
utmost possible on vulnerable coals. 
Considered that enemy may employ large 
fleet of fast motor boats up to 200 carry
ing 100 men each for raid on large scale". 
These boats could make passage of north Sea 
during dark hours and considerable force 
could be landed at many points on coast 
simultaneously with air borne raids in
land. Commanders will make such changes 
in their dispositions as necessary to 
meet threat, Air coastal patrol at dawn 
and dusk has been instituted as from to
night. (HOFOR London 2140/30)
Requirements at Lerwick. (a .C.O.S 2029/30)
Your 2207/29, examination of merchant 
vessels making for Dingle Day. Concur 
generally but do not consider boarding by 
s/m desirable. Request ship detailed be 
sailed for Plymouth as early as practicabl 
H. 43 and 1TAH0R leave patrol today.(Ĉ c Wl/fc33/Vo CV/̂ .w)
Preparations for attaining Gecond object 
in para 7 of Admty. 0120/24 are at a 
standstill at Hull. Port Emergency Com
mittee deny responsibility for all except 
L.H.E.R. property. Lord mayor 
power but is anxious to help.
Commissioner unable to help by 
of -authority. Ho responsible .
Officer in Hull. Recommend immediate 
appointment of Lord mayor as fully com
petent authority for all matters in Hull 
and District. (F.O. Humber 2020/30)
An anti motor torpedo boat force is being 
formed and will work from Harwich.
Following recommendations for ships 
against enemy war motor boats. (C. in 0., 
lore, 1337/30)

e I

nas no 
Regional 
delegation 
Military
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arwich

Scottish Coasts

V/ ick Haro our

Harwich

*  •

Peterhead

Defence of Ireland

HOLE COILHHIDS

Precautions- Contd.
Deques ted Harwich, Felixtowe and Shotley 
he scheduled as prohibited areas as in 
last war. Lost necessary to enable action 
"being taken against undesirable persons 
not confined to -liens. (P.O., Harwich. 
1750/30)
Patrols already established off 
Tyninghame Sands, Dundee, Lontrose, 
Aberdeen, Peterhead. When trawlers arrive 
from Stornoway intend one to patrol off 
most vital beach in ._oray Firth. This is 
all I cam maintain. (C. in C., hosyth, 
2235/30)
Admty. 1904/25 Defence of Wick Harbour, 
trawlers available for blocking, military 
guns , etc., Do not consider mines in 
approaches to Wick Harbour are necessary. 
(A.C.0.3., 1703/30)
our 1605/26 and 1040/30. Train ferries ar 

not to be used. Plan for blocking entrance 
to harbour is not to be put into force at 
present.
Situation will be reviewed again later. 
Arrangements to be made for blocking Liver 
Orwell with suitable vessel at short 
notice. (D.D. of L.D., 1950/30 to P.O., 
Harwich)
Your 1801/29. Consideration should be 
given to patrol by Ia/3 trawlers from 
Peterhead at night (D.L.S., 1735/30)
He assembly and organisation of Belgian 
fishing boats at Dover. (D.S.V.P. 2044/30
0308/31)

Orkney s
iHS-uSOH
YORK
Submarines

movements.
Bstinated positions, ships in Orkneys/ and 
Shetlands. 1800/30. (F.O.C.0.3. 1722/ 30) 
Ready for sea 2/6 and to sail for Clyde 
(D.O.D. (H) 1642/30) ^
Your 2013/30 confirmed (A.C.H.S.(H)oto 
C.in C. , K.F., 1233/30) , ,
Positions 0600/30 (D.C., 2138/29, 0601/ oO 
Positions 0600/31 (D.C., 2018/80)
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POLICY.

30.5.40.
Thursday.

7 a 2
Destroyer 
Shortage, In vie',v of serious shortage of destroyers 

it is suggested that an immediate order he 
issued to all dockyards and firms engaged in re
pairs to destroyers that this v/ork is to he 
given first priority and all other work 
subordinated to this end.
(C. in C. Nore 1535/30).
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Shins _to_ Guard 
Flank

Belgian Vessels to
he used

Bore Ships heeded

State of Dunkirk 
approaches

Shins & Boats 
deeded

Entrance to Dunkirk

—ore D estroyers 
heeded
ho Drench Graft

30.5.1940.
Thu rs day.

HOLE co.; BIDS 
Operations 763
evacuation of B .E .B. from Dunkirk
Danger of enemy mechanised forces working 
along beach and cutting off B.E.F. Be 
prepared to engage enemy forces so en
countered by day or night. (1T.0.I.C. Dover 
0015/30)
H.U.S. ICARUS H.h.S. IMPULSIVE. H.h.S. 
ITANftOEE. H.H.3. HAKVE . H.M.S. ... 
H.M.S* JAVELIH* Proceed to Sheerness at 
0500/30 (il.0.1.C. Dover 0150/30)
Belgian embassy authorises use: of all 
suitable Belgian vessels for evacuation 
purposes. (D.T.D. 0232/30 to C. in ~ 
ho re)

_^-ore shins and boats urgently re uired at 
west Beach (V SR 0415/30 to _.0.I.C.
Dover and ESK)
Your 0030 Entrance to Dunkirk harbour 
practicable oastructions exist towards 
outer side of eastern arm. (VANQUISHER 0551 
(30 to RESOLUTION)
Whilst harbour remains practicable situation 
at west beach would be greatly relieved if 
continuous stream of destroyers was avail
able to enter Dunkirk to embark troops. 

“^(VANQUISHER 0632/30 to N.O.I.C. Dover)
Essential to have more ships and boats as 
there are still many hundred of soldiers 
on the beach. (VIVACIOUS, 0640/30)
Channel is not blocked but large gap exists 
in eastern arm so that destroyers must 
come alongside to landward of gap. Ready 
for first destroyer immediately. (S.N.O. 
Dunkirk, 0645/30 to Capt. D.l)
Destroyers can be received in Dunkirk at a 
higher rate. (SCILIITiSR, 0605/30)
Ho French small craft off beach. (/?.A. I/O 
Dunkirk to V.-.. Dover, 0705/30)
Following received from D *TE1IITADT (? Capt. 
Tennant) B.T.B.’s will be best to evacuate 
naval personnel except for 3.1.0. and 
Brigadiers will probably remain to control 
final stage. Ly coumunications increasingly ! 
difficult, (ends) (VIET 0740/30)
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hissed
Opportunity

'tate of Dunkirk

Hospital Carriers 
Heeded

Evacuation Do ing 
./ell

Enemy Shelling

Situation

.70L3EY

Heed of ..'arsh.jp 
--lon'-side

H03UE CQMI. .\Tm.q

30.5.1940.
Thursday.

Evacuation of ] ___ B - o n h i

Ore't opportunity missed dulring the night 
only three drifters arrived. Some craft 
now loaded unsuitable in daylight. Ho 
water or food yet provided on Dunkirk 
oeach xor large number of troops. Sporadic 
bombing, lighters most necessary. (S.N.O. 
(A) Dunkirk to N.G.I.C., Dover 0755/30)
East Pier at Dunkirk practicable. *̂11 
wrecks visible. East side East Pier 
also practicable at high water. (VlilT 0755/30)
Pass to .7.0. from hilitary Dunkirk 
■,-bsolutely imperative that minimum five 
Hospital carriers report Dunkirk other
wise several hundred wounded cannot be 
accommodated or treated. Cases have 
occured of carriers arriving off the port 
and failing to enter. Can this be remedied, 
Essential to know time of arrival at least 
two hours in advance. (VIMY 0745/30 to 
H'.O.I.C. Dover)
Hollowing from S.i..0. Dunkirk. Things rosy 
here nov/. Hood and v/ater landed, army men 
being got away. (Capt. (D) 16, 0834/30 to 
E.O.I.C. Dover)
Shelled from shore batteries position 51.
10* li 2.35 'E off ilieunort Huoy (SHIKARI 
0841/30)
Opinion has been expressed to me that 
Germans could now take Dunkirk any time th 
they please but they refer not to in order 
to continue their attacks on our army 
and fleet. I cannot of course estimate the 
accuracy of this viev;. (C. in C. Lore. 
1158/30)
Try oing alongside inside or outside 
East -Arm, Dunkirk Pier, to embark troops. 
Report hov; things go. (1.0. Dover to 
v/OLSSY, 0817/30)
Have no LI.T.B. and can only communicate 
to U.K. by Drench, wireless station or 
v/hen your destroyers are in sight if con
ditions remain as at present. A destroyer 
alongside continuously for embarkation 
v/ould be a magnificent help, 
bombing starts all must shove off. (S.N.O. 
Dunkirk to 1.0. Dover, 0945/30)
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Rood Jcarce

Route

Reed for Roots

EXPRESS

All Ships move to 
Dunkirk

Cancelled
- os ition on Reaches

R>cats available

Officers in Command

IIOi-R COX. J TPS
Evacuation of R .E^.. G0ntd.
CODRIiiGTOH left Dunkirk 0950 with 830 on 
board* Rood scarce amongst military 
remaining ashore. Request 40 cases corned 
oeef and 40 cases biscuits may be ready 
for embarkation on my arrival at Dover. 
(Capt. D.I. 0956/30)
Destroyers are to use Route 2 in low 
visibility. (i’.O.I.C. ^over, 1047/30)
Please inform Admiral Daian that the 
urgent requirement for evacuation from 
the beaches is boate for ferrying the men 
from the beach to the shins. (1st S.L. 
1035/30)
Proceed to Dunkirk. If berth i3 occupied 
receive troops from beach 1 mile E of* 
Dunkirk, taking ooportunity to enter 
Dunkirk, (1I.0.I.C. Dover to EXPRESS 1130
Following received from k.A. Dover. All 
ships Ea Panne and beaches proceed at 
once to Dunkirk. (p.O.I.C. Dover, 1242/30 
to all ships ore and Dover)
Do not act on my 1242 (V.A. Dover, 1548/30
personal from 1st Sea Lord. Have you 
personally investigated condition on all 
beaches as Lord Gort has just telephoned 
me that there are no craft or boats of any 
kind off the Eastern beach where he is. 
Report immediately any deficiencies for 
rapid evacuation from Dunkirk and beaches, 
(lot S.L. to R.j-. Dover Straits 1423/30)
—y 0940/29 and Admty. 1110/29 Officers of 
3.V.P. now in areas mentioned have been 
ordered to cooperate with your organisatio 
The are to supply records from 3.7.P. of 
boats available and to send boats as 
ordered in .admty. 1115/29 and not as in 
my 0940/29 (D*S»V*P* to C. in C.»s, Ports
mouth, Lore, and V.A. Dover 1150/50)
Authority for Operation Dynamo under 7 
Dover is as follows. R.A. Jake-V/alker 
appointed R.A, Dover for command of sea
going ships and vessels off Relgian Coast 
flag hoisted in HEBE. Capt. Tennant 
oppointed S.R.O. Dunkirk and is responsibl 
under R.A. Dover for all shore organi
sations. (V.A. Dover 1303/30)
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Brave Sector

La Panne

■̂e Open in;; - ire

l e d ;.

XEITH
EILCHLLSLL

s c i k i i a r

Shell ing B Bombing

Daylight Passage

Shell in;;

3 ___  on -ire

..oute X

i-otor Launches

hO IE COIL ADDS
Evacuation of B.B.P. Contd. 766
In Braye sector of beach British Troops 
are in centre. Ship(s) detailed for uraye- 
should act accordingly (IT.O.I.C. Dover 1455/30)

bliips urgently wanted abreast of La Panne 
(V.A. Dover 1749/30)
In view of large number of vessels and 
boats operating tonight, fire must not be 
opened unless hostile character of vessels 
has definitely been established. (V.A. 
Doverl830/30 to all ships taking part in 
evacuation)
Expect arrive llargate Pier 1600 with 
about 500 troops on board. (LEDA to I. .0.1. 
C. Ramsgate, 1319/50)
Proceed, KEITH, to Bray* WIIICKLLSLA to 
Dunkirk by route X and continue 
evacuation. (L.O.I.C., Dover, 1458/30)
Expect to arrive 1600 with 450 troops. 
Hollowing received L.O.I.C. Dover from 
S.H.O. Dunkirk. Bequest I may be in
formed when K.T.B. left. This is 
urgently required for control of small 
boat traffic. T.0.0. 1403 SCILilTAR 1500/30
Being shelled off Calais (SC B E  TAR, 1534/ 
30) Enemy bombing off Calais SCI! ITAR 
1535/30)
--s far as possible ensure that troops 
and small craft who may not have been in
structed do daylight passage on route X 
only. (IT.O.I.C. Dover to 3.̂  .0., nunkirk, 
•A. Dover, 1602/50)

Enemy shelling Dunkirk East Pier. (VIHY 
1720/30)

being fired on by shore batteries off 
Calais. (SABRE 1755/30)
Am on Hire Dunkirk (SABRE) 1756/30)
E l  shins are to use route X (/.,-. Dover, 
1316/30)
Y/ar office have placed 7 30~xnot motor 
launches at your disposal and are sending 
them to Ramsgate today. ITaval crews are 
being sent to man them (list of names) 
(D.O.D. (H) to V.A. Dover, 1336/30, 1852/ 
50)
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-IGj—_j CO... a_:.£)S
Evacuation of L.E.^. Contd.

7 67

Crev/s of Tugs SUIT VI1 and SUIT X refuse to 
°0(.' barges to .Dunkirk. Please arrange for 
.o lie if crews to Tdg sent to Dover* crew
consists of 11 men (V.A. Dover, 1 5 1 1 /5 0 )

*

r'rom i n t e r v ^  which British Officers have 
tiad with admiral Abrail it appears he is 
no iv aware of ^GLiied policy* particularly 
regarding the evacuation of British and" 
Drench armies now in vicinity of Dunkirk. 
Please inform. Admiral Darlan that we feel 
it would help liiatters if this were done.
(1st S.L. to B.ITALO. Larceau, 1511/30)
-our 2200/29 Admiralty appreciate re
quest., out .tcj-erct impossible to insure in 
preseno circumstances that foreigners are 
excluded from vessels evacuating personnel 
from - ranee. Arrangements at landing 
ports described. (D. of L.D. to HOPAln 
London, 1614/30)
Understand .admiral Wake-Walker is going 
ashore now. Navy have had W/T set ashore 
for past 2 day3 . This is in co^unication 
with V.A. Dover and messages can be re
transmitted to Wake-Walker. In addition,
60 naval signalmen are on beaches for 
visual from shore to ship. Total, 
evacuations to date, (train departures fremj 
all ports):-
Lay 27 Prom 0600 3373
" 28 13948
" 29 38282
" 30 to noon 16093 Total 71696

Navy are still making maximum effort, 
having allotted seven new destroyers today 
and providing 6 fresh destroyer crews to 
replace those exhausted. (Laj. Gen Lloyd to 
Y/ar Office, 1623/30)
Embarked in WORCESTER, WINDSOR proceeded to 
Dover. (P.G., Dover Straits, 17Q9/30)
On being sailed by C. in C., Lore, pro
ceeded by route X to assist evacuation 
and spread to following points: A, east 
arm of Xfcinkirk Pier; 3, beach 1 mile ea9t 
of A; C, 2 ships at Dray; D, at La Panne;
E, v mile east of D. If A is occupied, 
join B. (N.O.I.C., Dover, to ICARUS,

, . , EAVA2IT, |
HARVESTER, 1603/30)
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Protective 
Patrols'._ Conte..

situation

■̂ as t Beach

^oats Officers

Haviration

E oats

HOLE coli,_grps
^vacuatior of B.E.P. Contd.

ana■'f-.---"-I ? V- -o R.V. with VXGA
/ B i n / /  ?\ ? JUOy' 51-a° ,;r-. 01.47 'ZPatrol tug from there

l ™ y l eT/ l 2 re? ^ 7ard 0f R * Bu°y east- yufJJ of Ti.est binder. Ov/n motor torpedo
Boats Between Ostend and Kwinte Bank Buoy (C. in C., Lore, 1749/30)
Despite intense Bombardment and air 
attack, 4,000 troops have Been embarked 
during last hour. Every possible effort 
wilh. Be made as I consider Dunkirk will Be
untenaole oy tomorrow Eriday morning. 
;oj,rr.cioion i rom b ec.ch. v/iil be contii'nueduntil last moment But I depend upon larme 

ships and destroyers at pier tonight.
° • 0. Dunkirk, 2025/30)
iidmty. 1423/30 to E.A. Dover straits.

Dover Straits not on Board JACKAL 
G*/.Q,» ^rmy Eastern Beach Being shelled 
and evacuation there i.-practi cable, 
^vacuauion from Dunkirk proceeding. 
Harbour Being shelled at intervals, .̂ m 
returning to Dover with 1400 troops. Am 
ordering some small craft to Eastern 
Beach. Capt. (D) 19, 2130/30)
jJ.1 shore officers excepting Lt. Com. 
Ewing allocating to operation Dynamo in 
Admty. 0423/23 and subsequent amending 
signal have Been ordered to proceed to 
Tilbury for allocation Between 20 motor 
lifeboats and 100 pulling Lifeboats. (C. 
in C., Bore, 1559/30)
Ships meeting in Bad visibility should 
not hesitate to use sound signals and 
dimmed navigational lights to avoid 
collision, any additional risk of contact
with enemy Being accepted. (B.O.I.C., 
Dover, 1954/30)
25 llerchant Ship Eotor Lifeboats and 46 row 
ing ditto in tow of six tugs leaving Til
bury from now till complete manned By Volun 
teers and ITaval Ratings. On arrival 
Southend they will Be routed immediately to 
Ramsgate where first tow should arrive 
about 0600 Priday. Two days fresh food 
and two days iron ration per man spare 
fuel and drinking water. (E.O.I.C. London. 
1900/30)
Dutch Govt, have placed following motor 
Boats now at Portsmouth at disposal of 
Admiralty. IT. 75, IT 74, and T.V. speed 
boat. Should Be sent to Ramsgate forth
with. (D.C.D. (H) 1335/30)
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%

Yachts

naval Bombardment
needed

CherDourr:

liOin-S COLILu JjjJS ^ f) 9
Evacuation of .A .P . Contd.
Small longshore motor fishing boats now 
being requisitioned through llinistry of 
fisheries from Drixham to'the Wash, 
to proceed Dover or Ramsgate which ever 
nearer. (D.S.V.P. 1659/50)
bmall craft due Ramsgate, details. (C. in 
C., Portsmouth, 1351/30)
—  yachts CHRISTQBEL XI, CALETA, AIOTlfiEE 
end GLALA sailed for Ramsgate, (Ddre. I/C 
Sheerness, 2030/30)
Poliowing received from 2nd Corps. Request 
Davy shell Lombast Zyte village north of 
nieuport, and observation position in 
Rieuport high lighthouse, (R.O.I.C,
Dover, 1925/30)

Coast of Prance
Position at 1730 (from D.S.T.O) Ro air 
raids, wharves and quays intact, port 
open, rail facilities intact, about 5,000 
British troops embarking for U.K. (B.R.L.O. 
Barceau, 1820/30)

Q ILI t oti .
Operations- - uiAci1?;,
Operations uui::ote and Quentin completed. 
(R.O.I.C. Yarmouth, 0910/30)
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Oil Supplies

Y IL 'JIJTIV E

ATLANTIS

30.5.1940, 
Thursday.

h o: -S con.^jma
Operations. Narvik

7 7 0

Atoty. 1550/27 DEVONSHIRE to remain in 
-.oroHern waters for a special mission.
- <-.y assume this special mission is 
separate and act accordingly? (P.0.Narvik, 1150/50) J U

Aoking if H .D .P . equipment was destroyed 
oeyond possibility of compromise. (L.S.D. to .j.O. Narvik 1538/30)
io proceed to -iarstad. (R.A. Narvik 1600/uU /

Details of damage in bombing attacks 25/5 
to 28/5 (S.O. 18C.S. 1730/30)
Estimate 12,000 tons needed shortly. Re-

neet possibility of ii further tanker casualties. (P.0. Narvik 2314/30)

Having discharged troops, to return to 
Harstad as early as possible, not later 
than 2200/4/6. (N.O. Narvik 2140/30)
Hospital ship. Route to Harstad (H.C.3.C. 
Liverpool, 2002/30)

I
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Enemy Air Activity.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Air.

Dunkirk

— >HEBE

BLYSKAWICA

C a M s
Braye
CODRINGTON

BLACKBURN ROVERS

WESTON 
La Panne

Enemy bombing (VIVACIOUS, O514/3 0) 
(VANQUISHER 0527/30) Fighter A/C have been 
despatched (C. in C. Nore 0605/3 0 .
Air attack (VANQUISHER 1542/30).
Air attack (R.A. Dover in HEBE, 1205/30)
1 a/c tombing La Panne, (HEBE 1218/30)
Bombed 51° 19* N 2° 5* E. (BLYSKAWICA 
2015/30, 2021/30)
Enemy bombing off Calais (SCIMITAR 1535/30)
Kelp Braye (CODRINGTON 1815/30).
Attacked position 270 Dunkirk 8 
(CODRINGTON 2125/30)
Attacked, position 088 So ith Foreland
28 (BLACKBURN ROVERS 2200 (3 0)
Bombed 52° 10’ N, 1° 5 4 ' E (WESTON 2010/30) 
Bombed (HEBE 1218/30)
1 a/c bombing (F.O. Dover Straits 1747/30)

ANTHONY
BELLWYN

SABRE

North going 
(Arena) Convoy
S.S. FULHAM FOUR

LCRINA
SPINEL
WORTHTQWN
Reconnaissance.

3 a/c attacking La Panne (F.O. Dover Straits1806/3 0)
5 a/c attacking La Panne (WORCI TTEGHT-ig. 
1904/30)
Bombed VXDN 1512 (ANTHONY 2205/30)
Intercept 1905 G.M.T., bombed 51;47 N.
02:47 E*. (N. Foreland Radio no T00/30)
Later reported to be safe and proceeding.
Destroyer SABRE set on fire by air attack 
Dunkirk. (SABRE 1756/30)
was att eked in Thames Estuary about 20GG/30
My 2023 (FULHAM FOUR hit and sinking) Trawler 
RIVER CLYDE standing by, ship appears to nave 
stopped sinking. Am proceeding with convoy 
(WESTON 2035/30) 1584 tons,/.
British 1578 tons)
British 650 tons)sunk off Dunkirk 
British 868 tons)see casualties.
Enemy a/c over Yarmouth 1010 and coast north 
ward to Hull, etc., c idered photographic 
reconnaissance. Fighters desp:iched o 
intercept (C. in C. Nore 1202/30)
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P.D. 15

a/c mining.

home comma n d s .
Mining.‘ri 1 r* p-i o

. < l
Position of laying 27/5 "by RUBIS (S.10
1206/30)
Four objects were dropped 1 mile N. of La Panne, 
and a/c sighted flying low to northward(West 
Deep) (I.C.0467/40)
4 magnetic mines were exploded 30/5 near South 
Goodwin L.V. (D.C.N.S. 271)

* *

n

Motor Boats.

Norway.

Destroyer.

M.V’s.

1 M.T.B. 
4 M.V’s.

Auxiliary
vessel.

HARVESTER.

2 M.T.B’s.

1 escort vessel. 
3 M.V’s.

Enemy I>: te11igenee.
Circling ship West Hinder Buoy (SANDOWN 0105/30)
1 M.T.B. 53° 18' N, 4° 51* E., course 045- 
(A/C 206 Sqdn. 1226/30, 1232/30)
1 M.T.B. 52:57’ N. 4.47’ E., (a/C 206 Sqdn. 
1355/30)
2 M.T.B’s 60.13’ N. 5 . H ’ E. at 1500 (D.C. 
1840/30). (Donibristle 18,5/30).
Analysis of W/T traffic during past two days 
indicates movements of German small craft and 
M.T.B’s from Heligoland Bight and northwards 
to the Norwegian coast (D.N.I., 2212/30)
1 destroyer bearing 030 distance 1 mile course 
180 my position 61.56' N, 5.08 S. (A/C,
269 Sqdn., 1425/30) SEVERN and TRUANT informed 
(Admty. 1601/3°) Ref. A/C report at 1425. Pilot 
now reports this ship as small and more like-y 
an eseort vessel (C. in 0., Rosy on -7 5̂ , pO).
3 sighted about 1,0 00 tons each at 1215 in 
nosition 55.55’ N., 7 .4 5 ’ E. Bombed bv a/c, 
no hits. (Donibristle 1620/30, R*A.(S)
*1821/30 to S/M’s on patrol).
1325 1 M.T.B. at anchor and 2 small M.V's 
alongside Willemsoora ?®rJ0^ 7/i,n')a entering the harbour. (I.C.0467/40).
1640 Small naval auxiliary vessel at Yjmuiden
(I.C.0 46 7/4 0 ).
A M  eked 6y M.T.B. by torpedo off Zuydeoote. 
Missed. (HARVESTS® 231°/30)
1500 in 60“ 13' H 5° U ’ E- (Ber8en area)
(I.C.0467/4 0).
1U25 in Nord Fjord (61° 3 6 ’ N 5 8 *0 (do)
1215. About 1000 tons, 25 miles N.W. Blavaand 
Pt. (55° 55’ N 7° 45’ E) Course plO (doj

1



W ar D i a r y

Escape from 
Disabled 
Destroyers.

North Sea 
Horns Reef

Channel

Western
Approaches.
Norwegian
Coast.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Miscellaneous.

Strongly recommend destroyers mess decks 
have at least one "battleship size scuttle 
on each side. It is reported that many 
men were trapped on mess deck of AFRIDI. 
GRENADE had two such scuttles fitted privately 
and they saved many of the crew. (C. in C. 
Nore, 1801/30).

WEATHER.

Wind.
Light variable 
Light variable

Weather, Visibility.
Extensive fog. Poor generally.
Occasional rain. Moderate to poor. 
Local fog or mist.

N.W to W. light Fog or haze in E. Moderate to poor.
Channel. Cloudy vith 
occasional rain in 
West.

S.W. light to 
moderate.

Occasional rain or Moderate, 
drizzle.

Light and 
variable.

Fine to cloudy. 
Local fog in 

^outh.
Moderate to 

good.
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.
Casualties during Operation Dynamo 30/5 774
Sunk by 
bombs.

KING ORRY, GRACIE FIELDS, previously reported 
damage.

Damaged by SABRE, ANTHONY, KELLSTT (Slight).

PRINCESS MAUD Returning to base, ship holed in engine room.
5 injured. (Reed, by N . Foreland Radio 1248 
G.M.T.). O.K. for now (Reed, by N. Foreland 
Radio 1210 G.M.T.) Being shelled off Gravelines, 
sinking. (North Foreland 1200/30).
Distress traffic ended. (N. Foreland Radio 
1220/30).

HARVEST GLEANER H.M. Drifter, on passage Granton to Harwich,
in collision with unknown trawler off Tyne. 
(F.O. Tyne 1051/30).
Struck wreck, after boiler room flooded, 
ing Humber for docking, 53°10’ N., 1°18'W. 
(BRAZEN 0345/30).

SOUTHAMPTON. Damage sustained during bombing attacks 25/5 to
28/5. Temporary repair satisfactory in calm 
water but unlikely to stand up to healfy seas or 
very high speed.
(S.O. 18 C.S. to R.A. Narvik 1731/30).

S.S.WORTHTON Bombed, sunk, in Dunkirk about 2130/27. 
a (Interview with Master).

bombs.

In collision. SHARPSHOOTER.

Missing MEDWAY QUEEN~.
(V.A. Dover 0856/31).

ANTHONY. Aerial depth charged, proceeding reduced speed 
steering by engines.
(ANTHONY 2230/30).

JAGUAR Particulars of attack and damage on 29/5. 
(JAGUAR 0732/30).

NORMANNIA survivors m  n.wi.o. 
(MOSQUITO 0201/30).

SUPPLEMENT



War Diary. 30•5.40. 
Thursday

.FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic

Patrols.

French Forces.

Gibraltar 
Convoys.

Cables Gut.

Routeing of 
Convoys.

Convoy C M .

Details of patrols established. Object is in 
event of war with Italy to intercept Italian 
merchant ships endeavouring to reach neutral 
ports, particularly Vigo and Lisbon. If war 
with Italy breaks out, Italian ships are to be 
sent to Gibraltar or Casablanca. Following 
French ships are co-operating under Admiral,West, 
MSDOC, TEtfERAIRE II, under Admiral, Africa, 
surveying vessel SENTINELLE in Cadiz area and 
HARDI "1#- in St. Vincent to Lisbon area. (F.O.C. 
N.A. 1222/30 to CORFU, MALOJA, CANTON, MONTCLARE).
Positions 1300/30; Convoys and Patrols.
(D.C. 0019/30).
In view of the withdrawal of French Escort vessels 
from the Gibraltar Convoys, the following policy 
is approved as a temporary measure;

(a) C. in C. Western Approaches and F.O.C. 
North Atlantic are requested to arrange for all 
outward and inward bound convoys to be met, and 
escorted through their respective submarine 
zones, so far as their available forces permit.

(b) ^onvoys will proceed unescorted during 
the remainder of their voyage(s).

(A.C.N.S.(F) 1823/30 to C. in C. W.A.,
F.O.C.N.A.).

Madrid 1950/29. Reliability of information 
not known but cable and wireless manager here 
has no technical evidence to support suspicion 
that cables have been deliberately cut. It is 
unlikely that position of some breaks would have 
been selected for cutting owing to depth of 
water. Further report will be made on return 
British Cable ship GDFL (MIRROR) within next 
few days. In view of possible far-reaching 
consequences I consider action suggested would 
be most unwise. (F.O.C.N.A. 1656/30).

South Atlantic.
C. in C. E.1. 1028/Z/29. Concur with your
paras. (I) and(tl).
(C. in C. S.A. 1155/30).

To sail from Capetown p.m./15/6. Rendezvous. 
(C. in C. S.A. 1817/30).
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War Diary.

Mlnesweeoers 
required.

Italy.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
------------------ *1 **-' r*

A ( ( 6  Mediterranean.

Can more minesweepers be provided for this station. 
Am very short of such craft and Italian mining 
campaign likely to be intense. Suitable local 
craft are practically non-existent.
(C. in C. Med. 1231/30).

My 1301/29. Seaplane,carrier, presumably 
MIRAGLLA, reported (A.^) Genoa, May 26. All 
negotiations with French and ourselves on contra
band control and economic questions have been 
broken off. General situation unchanged.
(N.A. Rome 1812/30).

6 shins to sail. Up to 6 British or Norwegian ships now at
Egyptian etc. ports waiting to leave for U.K. 

% or South France ports direct may now sail.
(D.TD. 2012/30 to C. in C. Med.)

Crete. Rq. destroyer which entered Candia Bay.
(PARTHIAN 2339 Z/29, 0309/30).

America and 'West Indies.

Unknown Warship. Ship believed to be man o± war, nationality
unknown, passed north side of Grand Cayman 
Is. 1700 proceeding East to West. (Grand 
Cayman Is. 1840/30). passed to C. in C.
A.W.I. and S.O.(I) Jamaica by Adty. 1145/31.

pgDti Italian. Galveston reports instructed by
owners to remain at Port Arthur for present 
for political reasons.
(N.S.Hq. Ottawa 1527/30).
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LUVSSE

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS.
17

Foreign Stations.

Split reports she left Zelenika for Trieste 
27/5. Another German ship arrived Zelenika 
28/5.
(S .0.(1) Alexandria 2011/30).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.
Chips Attacked
ANTHONY See S/ms. reported 1541 and 1728.
ULSTER PRINCE Probably attacked by U-Boat in position 59*32* 5.

6°23* W., but not hit. One heavy under-water
and am rejoining ULSTER PRINCE.
(WITHERINGTON 0420/30). (A.3) (I .C.0456/40).

ROCHESTER 23/5 Attacked in 49°11' N. 8°45’ W. at 0800/23 by
U-Boat firing torpedo which leaves no track. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1224/30.)

(STANHALL de G.K.U. Portisnead 1725/30).
STANHALL reports sinking at 1825 due to explosion, 
probably torpedo, position probably within 150 
miles S.W. of Land's End.
(C. in C. W.A. 1856/30).

2 French trawlers Sunk by U-Boat 28/5 and 29/5 respectively near

Unknown ship, Sunk in the same place 2000/29. Probably French 
probably S.S. S.S. BRAZZA (10,387 tons). (Cabinet War Room 272) 
BRAZZA, 29/5. ? was BRAZZA torpedoed off Vigo 0735/28.

Off South Wold. (S.O.(S) Harwich 0410/31).

explosion heard. Have attacked doubtful contact

CAMBRIAN
Sunk.

Boom defence vessel mined and sunk 117°8.5 cables 
from Horse Sand Fort.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1736/30).

STANHALL British 4831 tons. Explosion, sinking.

28/5, 29/5. Finisterre.

SUPPLEMENT

S/ms. Reported.
0751 61°N., 2° W., unreliable 

(D.D.I.C. 0833/30).

2210 52°17' N. 1°58' E. (R.A.(S) 2251/30, WESTON 2210/30).
See also S/ms. attacked.

1541

1207
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UpBOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Enemy S/m North Hinder light buoy.
(ARGYLLSHIRE 0305/30) . 7 ^ 9
43°50' N. 10°40' W. (F.O.C.N.A. 0802/30).
2 suspected torpedo tracks 51°19’ N. 1°39' E. 
Trawler informed.
(ANTHONY 1728/30).
U-Boat seen to surface and dived 0830 
37°48'N. 25°51'W. (off aouth Coast San 
Miguel) B.3. (I.C. 0467/40).
(Lisbon 1845/30).
2 vessels, suspected U-Boats, off North 
Coast of San Miguel, Azores. B.3.
(I.C. 0467/40). (Lisbon 1845/30).
Estimated Idispositions.
(D.D.I.C. 1234/30).

Sms. Attacked. S/m. sighted on surface. Crash dived.
3 patterns dropped. Amend position 
to 52°221 N. 2°l*' S. C0nvoy proceeding.
Request instructions 
(WESTON 2300/30). SUPPLEMENT

WITHERINGTON 0425 59°19' N. S°25' 
attacked doubtful contact. A.3. 
(I.C. 0466/40).
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Threatened 
Invasion of U.

Mining

Defence of 
Ireland

Evacuation of 
B.E.P. from 
Dunkirk.

SITUATION REPORT

31.5.UO.
Friday

780
. A combined Intelligence Committee has been 
i. formed to study all intelligence matters appert- 
• aining to invasion. -j—
There is nothing at present indicate any 
large movements of troops or aircraft intended 
for the invasion of the U.K., and insufficient 
evidence to suggest when invasion will start, 
where forces will assemble or their objective.
(J.I.C. 2 5).

k magnetic mines were laid pm/31 by enemy 
aircraft 8 miles E. of South Foreland.
Dunkirk Roads were also heavily mined by air
craft. Harwich was closed this evening. Ports
mouth and Newhaven are still closed.
2 magnetic mines were exploded off Folkestone 
and U off South Foreland.

U A.M.Cs. have been allotted for patrol of the n : 
coasts of Ireland against possible enemy invasic | 
The French are withdrawing their 9 submarines 
from the North Sea, so it is impossible to 
spare submarines as wq.s hoped. C. in C. ,
W.A. is trying to assemble Belgian fishing 
craft for the purpose.

At midnight 31/lst, 13k, 2ifl troops had been 
landed. This includes 10,000 wounded and 
22,000 Allies. Since 0100 31/5 British and 
Allied troops have been given equal opport
unities of evacuation.
During the forenoon embarkation on the beaches 
was retarded by surf. Dunkirk ana ships 
approaching were heavily shelled, but 
embarkation continued from Dunkirk. There was 
also heavy bombing both on the P°^ ®n<i 
nearby, with raids at 0512-0530, 1512, 1520, 
1700 and 1730. k0 enemy aircraft were 
Tirimhine at 1915/31*
Anti M.T.B. patrols were in force. Several 
of H.M. Ships reported attacks from enemy 
M.T.B.’s during the night 30/31*
Therewas intense air activity on both sides



War Diary-

Casualties
(Evacuation 
B.E.F.) "

Vessels
Employed

Le Havre

Cherbourg

Texel

Enemy Air 
Activity

British Air 
Activity

31.5.UO.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT

KELLETT damaged by bombing.
2JL MEDWAY QUEEN, paddle minesweeper, ismissing.

MALCOLM, also 3HARPCSHOOTER were in collision. 
HARVESTER, WOLSEY, T/CARUS, SCIMITAR, LEDA, 
\iTHITEHALL, IMPULSIVE were slightly damaged 
either by going alongside or by hitting sunken 
wrecks.

A total of 222 naval vessels have been employed 
in the evacuation, including 1+ 1 destroyers, of 
which 1 3 have been sunk or badly damaged.
Other craft total 665 ships and boats. (V. C.N. S
270).

Conditions unchanged. Minesweeping is proceed 
ing.

No airfraids and all facilities are in^tact.

Air reconnaissance reports the whole length 
of the seaboard of Texel Island has camouflaged 
gun positions and wired defences.

Norway Transport activity between Germany, 
Oslo and Trondheim showed signs of increase.
North Sea No activity of importance, but 
there is a strong indication that Genian naval 
aircraft have been moved from the Baltic to 
Norderney area in fairly large numbers.
E. and S. Coast No activity during daylight
but magnetic mines were laid after darx off 
South Foreland, etc.
French Coast Adverse weather reduced activ
ity, but intensive bombing attacks were made 
at Dunkirk and also at Bray, La Panne and 
Nieuport, at times by as many as 1+0 aircraft. 
After dark magnetic mines were laid in Dunkirk
Roads.

All normal patrols were flown. One standing 
patrol was extended eastward as far as the 
coast of Norway. An extra patrol was flown 
along the coast of Ireland.
C.C. aircraft reported that the 30 to UC 
M. V. s lying in Bergen on 30/5 ^ere 110 longer
there.
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Convoy U.S.3

Sabotage

Italy

SITUATION REPORT

31.5» UO.
Friday

7S2
of 5 large ships with Australian troops, 
escorted by CUMBERLAND and SHROPSHIRE*left 
Cape Town today. They are due at Freetown 
7/6.

A mis-fired time bomb was found on board 
CITY OF SYDNEY when her hold was cleared at 
Mauritius 31/5* This must have been placed 
on board either at London or Antwerp.

The patrols for the interception of Italian 
shipping were cancelled today.
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and 5 c u t~ i- r ._
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Eire

HOME COMMANDS

31.5.UO.
Prld ay

Policy

The Patrols ordered by my 1809/11*, and 0053/15), 
to intercept Italian Shipping, av< cancelled.

1 • CORFU, I.IALOJA and MONTCLASE are now at immediate disposal of C. in C.
2. CAITTOU will also come under ord', s of C. in C. as from 5/6.
3. CARI1ITHIA, DERBYSHIRE and PATR0CLU8 

are now at immediate disposal of V. A. N. P. 
DERBYSHIRE is to leave patrol forthwl th arid 
proceed to Clyde as directed by V.A.N.P. 
CARINTHIA and PATR0CLU3 are to leave 
Gibraltar on completion of fuelling and 
proceed as directed by V.A.1T.P.

U- CHESHIRE is to remain or: patrol of$ 
Vigo, or as ordered by C. in C. Western 
Approaches, until CAJTC:’ joins the Western 
Approaches Command. She is then to r <join Northern Patrol.

5* Further instructions will be issued 
for the disposal of ASTURIAS.

(A.C.N.S.(F) 2301/31 to F.O.C.K.A. , C. in 
C. , W.A. , V.A.K.F).

e rIn view of the renewal of enemy raids 
activity H.M.8hips most taie every precaution 
when intercepting merchant ships however innoc 
ent their outward appearance, ani must always 
bear in mind the possibility of torpedo 
attach. (D.O.D.(P) 1955/31;-

Precautions

Adty. 122I4/27- Italian ships ray attempt to
blech morts by scuttling ther selves ; shou-c 
be regarded with particular suspicion. 
Suggested methods of dealing with this threat- 
placing an arr.ed guard on board ight cease 
an incident an' should mot be ionc t
Ad tv. authority excel-1 in er ergenejr. \.D- of 
L.D. 221*6/31}-

Requesting Palnouth and district -ay ,.e 
declared a protected are* (C. ir C#, I. A.* 
192o/3l}.

Whereabouts of the hire nave: m&t* their 
subsequent Moreaent® are to be reported* 
(D.Jf.f. to r.A. Dublin, 1c32/31;-
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Shoreham

Crail

K. Q. Chatham

Port of London

North Scotland

Scapa Barrage

Dundee

Dover

Invasion of 
Ireland

HOME COMMANDS

31.5.1+0.
Friday

M

Precautions

Adty. 211+2/21+ and 2007/30. A battery is to 
be mounted at Shorehan instead of at Brighton. 
(D. of L.D. 131+0/31).
re guard for Crail aerodrome (uncompleted)
(D. of L.D. 221+8/31)

Asking for R.M. personnel todefend Adty. House 
officers and Area Combined H. Q. May be assumed ■ 
that enemy plans would include an early attack 
on area combined H.Q. ’s (C. in C. , Nore, 1236/311

Recommending lights at Chapman Point and 
Thames Sea Reach should now be extinguished. 
(C. in C., Fore, 1606/31).

Adty. 1539/26. Suggest this reconnaissance 
be extended to northward to Duncansby Head. 
Sinclair Bay, directly north of lick, appears 
to be a possible landing place. (A.C.O.8., 
1727/31)'.

Adty. 1536/31. Agree that Scapa Barrage 
be augmented by balloon trawlers now at 
Rosyth. (Air Min., 2150/31)*

Field guns posted Montrose and examination
service commenced as from dawn today. 
(N.O.I.C. Dundee, 1020/31).

5th Column activity at Dover. Immediate steps 
should be taken. (N.O.I.C. Dover, 1334/31).

Adty. 2010/29. Several rumours of an invasion
of Ireland. Possible sailing of at If*** 1 German ship from Vigo and noteworthy indication 
that destination may be Ireland, axsc 
presence of 3 German submarines in Ho sign of an expeditionary force gathering.
(IT. A. , Madrid, 1752/31)*
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HOME COMMANDS

Movements

%

Cruisers
Destroyers

MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM, FORTUNE, 
FURY, FORESIGHT are to be under the 
operational control of C. in C. More unless 
C. in C. Home Fleet proceeds to sea to 
co-operate in the South when they v/ill be 
placed under his orders. (D.O.D.(H) 2 2 2 6 /3 1 )*

Submarines P o s i t i o n s  0700 /1  (D .C . 2 1 0 1 /3 1 , 201*0/31)
0600 /1  (R .A .S . 1806 /31 )*

Dutch Submarines. Communication arrangements. 
(D.S.D. 1 7 2 0 /3 1 )*

Operations 
Evacuation of the B .E .F .

Troops
Remaining

It appears possible certain number of troops 
will*be unable to get away from beaches. 
Suggest you issue order at suitable moment 
that any troops thus left make by night, 

lying up by day, for coast between Gravelines 
and Abbeville, where Navy will be on watch, 
i.e. due West. (D.M.O. & ?*, War Office, to 
Brassard, 3 1 / 5 ) •

French Troops

Zuidco^e

R.A. Dover

Policy of H.II. Govt, is that both British and
French troops be given e^ual facilities for 
being evacuated in British ships and boats. 
(1st S.L. 010V31 to V.A. Dover).

Your OCl+5, re urgent need for boats at La
Par -reyc - I ? Hi "VESTEH to F.O., Dover Straits, 0128/31)'

Where are you? Have you any troops on board? far.: in EXPRESS off La Panne, (R.A. , Dover,
to KEITH, 0132/31)'
An leaving Dover »  to Join 70a at La * “ *«•
(D.19 021*9/31)'
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Ships needed

CALCUTTA

Towing Craft

Army Thanks

LEDA

Ships for 
Dunkirk

Boat Convoys

31.5» luO.Friday

HOME COMMANDS

Operations
Evacuation of the B.E.F. (Contd.)

Request more ships to load at Dunkirk.
(IVAITHOE to EXPRESS, for R.A. Dover from 
S.N.O. , 0320/31).
Embarkation Dunkirk held up owing to lack of 
vessels. (IVAITHOE, 031+5/31).

Provided A/S screen available request you 
sail CALCUTTA to 51:13 N., 02:09 E. by 0500/1st 
June to provide A/A escort for the last 
flight of B.E.F. (V.A. Dover to C. in C. ,
Hore 01+31/31).

V.A. Dover from R.A. Dover. Ho signs of 
small towing craft. (Capt. D. 1. Oto+8/31).

Message of thanks to Navy from Lord Gart, 
and Adty. reply (1st S.L. 0108/31 }•

Expect arrive Margate Pier 0530, 350 trooi>s. 
Have sustained collision damage port side 
just above water line. (LEDA, 0335/31).

Every available ship will be required at 
Dunkirk during next 2 hours to evacuate rest of 
army. (S. IT. 0. , Dunkirk, Oto+5/31) •
C0DRINGT0N to La Panne, W0LSEY to Bray* 
to Dunkirk beaches (V.A. Dover, Ol+pG/31) «

Boat convoy for last flight of B.2.P. departs 
T}„rmcra+e 1^00/31 for Dunkirk viaroute /.. 
Anticipated time of return to Dover and Sneern 
1000/1) Reouest all available 1.7.3s. escor
this convoy.' (V.A. Dover, 01+59/31;-

From about 1 500 3 or 1+ successive tows of 
motor boats about an hour apart arrive a. 
Outer Ruytingen fixed green light on ren te  A.
R^ u e ?t a motor boat may ^  0556/31)
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M/S Trawlers

Ships and 
fighters needed
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French
Passengers

La Panne Ferry

HOME COMMANDS

Operations r; ̂  ̂

Evacuation of B. E.F. (Contd.)

Nearly all ships loaded, more wanted. (F.0., 
Dover Straits, 0614/31)-

3 1 . 5 . 4 0 .
Friday

2 LL trawlers coming in now (F.O. Dover Straits 
0550/31 to S.N.O. Dunkirk).

Embarkation satisfactory despite bombardment 
and air attack, but stress need more ships 
and constant Fighter protection (IT. 0. Dunkirk 
to V. A. Dover, 0605/31)•

Ships grouped as follows for special 
embarkation today:- Group 1, GOSSAMER, LEDA, 
ROSS, ALBURY. Group 2, IIALCYC , SKIPJACK, 
SPEEDWELL, DUNDALK. Group 3, NIGER,
SALAMANDER, GRIFFIN, SUTTON, Spare, KELLETT, 
SALTASH, LYDD. Object evacuation of force of 
5,000 troops.
Troops will be brought off in 3 flights by 
waiting motor boats, commencing 0130 or earlier. 
7 ocean tugs will lie to seaward of minesweeper 
to take overflow but maximum load of ships is 
necessary to ensure complete evacuation.
Group 1 to return to Sheerness, Group 2 and 3 
to Dover, Spare shios to Harwich. (V.A. Dover, 
0400/31). Amended (see 1901/31).

Am now receiving a number of Frenchmen.
Have at present raised no objection to their 
embarking in British ships and am allov/ing 
than to do so. (S.N.O. , Dunkirk, 0638/31).
Can vou give any estimate of French troops 
embarked in French ships since 2200/30? (/.A. 
Dover to F.0., Dover Straits 0705/31)•
olicy of H.M. Govt, is that both 3ritish and 
rench troops be given equal opportunities 
or being evacuated in British ships ana 
oats. (Dover, 0914/31)-

lips carrying out Sheerness - La Panne Ferry 
>e‘now to run to Dunkirk, Beaches and Margate 
istead. This service to be maintained as 
mg as possible while conforming to my OLOO/31
'.A. Dover, 0833/30*

SUPPLEMENT
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HOME COMMANDS

31.5.UO.
Friday

Operations
Evacuation of B.E.F. (Contd.)

Expect arrive 0915* Numbers on "board, 
HARVESTER, 1200, SCIMITAR, U50. (HARVESTER, 
0701/31).
Conditions ideal at present for embarkation 
but pulling cutters urgently required also 
more power boats. (Col. Hutchins in IMPULSIVE, 
09U5/31}.

A m y  staff officers now on board inform 
me that many troops expected to reach the 
beach between Braye and La Panne toni ;ht (Friday) 
Pier masters needed badly, also every 
temporary pier possible. (HAVANT 1026/31).

S.S. COTE D'ARGENT shelled by land batteries 
N .77. buoy de Nieuport 1107* (Scapa W/T,
1211+/31).

My 0550. No destroyers available yet. (F.0. 
Dover Straits to S.N.O., Dunkirk, 0619/ 3 1 ).

My 0611. Despatch is necessary. Proceed 
Dunkirk East Pier if vacant, otherwise to 
Dunkirk Beach. (V. A. Dover, to 71.'CHELSEA, 
0655/31).

If conditions require, please deflect a 
proportion of the most easily manoeuvrable 
shipping to Dunkirk to keep Dunkirk working 
at full capacity. (V.A. Dover, to R.A. Dover,
0855/31).

jord Gort has agreed that 5>000 French troops 
should be embarked here this evening after 
lark in British vessels. Request necessary 
ships may be sent to arrive at dusk. (S.N.O. 
viriVi™- to Dover, 0957/31).

fter disembarking troops complete with fuel 
nly if less than 6o£ remaining and proceed 
s soon as possible Dunkirk by route X. If 
ier is occupied, evacuate from teaches up to 
a Panne. ( F .O .I .C . Dover, to Destroyers,
003/31).
unkirk our only real hope. Can guns shelling 
ier from westwards be bombed and silenced?
D A rw«r*T»_ 1 1 0 5 / 3 1 ) .



Evacuation of B.E.F. (Contd.)

Conditions Majority of pulling boats are broached to and
at Beaches have no crews. Conditions on beach very bad

owing to freshening on-shore wind. Only small 
numbers are being embarked even in daylight.
Under present conditions any large scale 
embarkation from beach is quite impracticable. 
Motor boats cannot get close in. Consider only t 
hope of embarking any number is at Dunkirk.
Will attempt beaching ships to form a lee to try 
and improve conditions (R.A. , Dover, 1035/31)-

Lord Gort,
passage.

War Office require arrangements to embark Lord 
Gort and staff at La Panne, time not yet 
stated. Request you will make arrangements 
for 2 M.T.Bs. to be available and inform 
Wake-Walker of arrangements made. If beach at 
La Panne is not possible Wake Walker must 
make other arrangements and inform Lord Gort of 
change of plan. War Office agree. (V. C.IT. S. 
to V.A. Dover, /31)«
My 1020/31. Two M. T.Bs. to be off La Panne at 
1800 today Friday to embark G.O.C. and staff.
V.A. Dover to meet Lord Gort in order to 
receive his wishes for completion of operation. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) /31).

French Troops ritish C. in C. has promised to provide 
ship for 1500 French troops at 1315- Can 

ou provide this, please. 3.IT.0. , Dunkirk
r \  \ T  A TlOVftT*. 11 t i l  / "51 ̂  •

Carley Floats War Office request maximum possible number 
of Carley floats and s im i l a r  device be left 
lying on beaches together wi^  other craft have withdrawn. (D.O.D.(H) 1152/31

Supporting Fire
which n a % f f e r .  Ho targets) to be engaged 
west of La Panne, likely targets tancs a* 
transport lorries moving along beacn, axl 
S S S ’ S r f i X .  Supporting f r e  is second n 
priority to embarking troops. ^R.A. po.er, 
'to slippers a n d  authorities, Nore and Dover 
Command area, 1228/31;*
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HOME COMMANDS.

M.T.B. PATROL.
Evacuation (Cont.) 7  9<

Patrol to be established during dark hours with 
3 or 4 large M.T.Bs. from close inshore to 5 
miles off the coast on a line approx.348° from 
Nieuport Harbour entrance, to intercept enemy 
M.T.Bs. Evacuation is taking place from La 
Panne and beaches to westward. Boats to leave 
patrol line at daybreak and return to Harwich. 
(C. in C. Nore 1313/31)

Air Attack. By 801 Sqdn. on enemy troops. (See Air).
Shelling.

Small Craft.

French Troops, 
Return.

Straddled by shore batteries No.7 W. Buoy. 
(Capt. D.20 1448/31).
Batteries firing from vicinity of Mardyck, 
suggest this be bombarded.

(HAVANT 1452/31).
Am being heavily shelled off Braae.
(VIVACIOUS L520/31).
Vessels as far west as Zuydcoote are being 
shelled.
(R.A. Dover 1550/31).
No more small craft to be sailed for Ransgate 
until further orders. To be kept at immediate 
notice at the places where they now are.
(C. in C. Nore" 1825/31)•
Arrangements for return of French troops from 
U.K. to France, from Southampton and Weymouth 
to Cherbourg.
(D.O.D.(H) 1623/31).

Beach Parties. Further beach parties are being sent in 
-------------- - WORCESTER (V.A. Dover 1333/31).

Dunkirk
Harbour.

Beaches.

VENOMOUS

Priority for 
Dunkirk.

There is no difficulty in destroyers going along
side in Dunkirk Harbour. Many troops are waiting 
there. Embarkation from beach is very slow by

^comparison. (HAVANT l600/31,»
Army wish to recommence evacuation at 2030. 
Instruct boats and ships to close beaches at this 
time. (N.O.I.C. Dover to F.O. Dover Straits

Shall I instruct troops remaining 
! s ^ r e  £ a y e to proceed to Dunkirk. (VIVACIOUS
to N.O.I.C. Dover 1652/31;-
u_ i c-i7 ny ammunition now expended. Have

to replenish annumtion. (VENOMOUS '
When there is rood in Dunkirk Harbour destroyers 
N e  tc enter there in -reference to beach.
(II.O.I.C. 1910/31)*
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HOLE COMMANDS,
31•5* hO* 
Friday.

Evacuation (Cont.) 791
Intend evacuation of French from harbour should 
proceed from now without pause. (V.A. Dover 1916/31).
As it is vital to carry on with the evacuation of 
troops throughout every available moment day and night < 
it is intended to place 2 white lights on eastern and 
western pier heads as a guide. (S.N.O. Dunkirk 193/^) 
Informing ships and authorities. (R.A.Dover 2235/31;.
My OhOQ^l. Embarkation will take place from beach 
between long.02°29,E. and long.02°3 6'E. 3hips are to 
be evenly spread along this beach in order of groups 
from east to west, 2, 1, 3* First flight beach at 
0030. LYDD take place of 8ALTA8H. (V.A.Dover 1901/51)
La Panne and Bray report 2 piers rigged and plenty of 
troops ready to come of. (V.A.Dover 2111/31).
Fighter Command request that the fighter pilots who 
have force-landed about Dunkirk be given priority in 
embarkation for return. Urgently required.
(Air Min. 2335/31)*
Further 30 motor boats and up to LO pulling boats 
required at Ramsgate. No more yachts, drifters or 
trawlers are to be sailed to Ramsgate unless ordered.
(C. in C. Hore, 2255/31).
Slow British progress in the port due to shelling, 
bombing wounded, and French troops using quay.
Weather fine and clear, sea moderate, good prospects 
for night embarkation from beaches. (S.N.O#
Dunkirk 19U5/31)*
In view of decision request maximum number of 
transports and air protection tomorrow and particular
ly air and sea protection the following days when 
enemy will have no other occupation. Unfortunately 
some hours are passing tonight without a 3iPgle 3hip 
entering Dunkirk for French or ourselves.
(S.N.O. Dunkirk 2353/31).
Fxnect arrive Dover 0 5 00 . Have 500 troops includ ng 
£ o ! o !  S r p .  on bArd. ( M O W B U O  2330/31).
Report immediately why M.T.Bs. sent for 0. n 1- !
were diverted to other duties. Take i,r edla^e action F 
to embark C. in C. and report steps taken.
(V.C.N.S. to R.A. Dover otraits 23^/51)*
Your 2336. C. in C. is on his way m  M.A.
Your arrangements were not practical.
(R.A. Dover OOb-5/1)*
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HOME COMMANDS
31.5.UO.

Operations

Evacuation ojf B. E. F. (Contd.)

Submit, deliberately grounded H.M.8. ORIOLE 
Belgian coast dawn My 29 on own initiative, 
object speedy evacuation of troops. Refloated 
dusk same day, no apparent damage. Will 
complete S.232 when operations permit, Meantime 
am again proceeding Belgian Coast and will 
again run aground if such course seems desirable 
(C.O. ORIOLE, 121*7/31).
Your action fully approved (V. C. IT. 8. to ORIOLE 
2100/31).

Heavy shelling at La Panne directed by obser
vation balloon over Ilieuport (OHI/iARI, 1255/31)
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HOi.IH COMMANDO.
Operations.

French Coast .

Cherbourg Position, 0930/31, no change. 1,800 British 
troops awaiting embarkation. (B.N.L.O. 
Marcea/, 1100/31).

Le Havre. Condition p.m. 30/5 unchanged. Submit British
sweepers and Lieut. Com. Welby may now be 
employed at Dieppe or elsewhere from Nuba,
Le Havre, 2125/30. (B.N.L.O. Marcean, 0045/31).

Anticipate reopening of port. Clearance of 
mines, submit sweepers be sent. Engineers on 
repairs to lock gate machinery. Divers 
examination of BRIGHTON essential prior to 
any operations. (P.3.T.O., F.P., H.^., LO.C., 
1720/31).

Operation C..- .. blocking of Dunkirk.

met off Folkestone by a destroyer who will 
escort ships to Dunkirk to carry out operation 
C.K., blocking of Dunkirk. Capt. I/Snye¥Tleld 
will embark in destroyer before sailing and 
will be in charge of the operation. If local 
situation requires it, R.A., Dover Btraits ia 
to postpone the time of blocking. (A.G.H.B., 
(H), 1600/31). My 1600. Operation C.K.,

D.CH23S C? YC*RKto sail fro* Liverpool for
operation Alphabet as soon as she is ready 
probably about 2000/31. (L.C.l^H)# 1 4 3 3 / 3 1 ) .

Narvik Area.

Dieppe. From S.T.O., Dieppe. Position unchanged

postponed. (Capt. Dwt^sfield, 1806/31)

Operation Alphabet

ATLASTI8, 
ncspital ship

Adaty 2147/28. S^^eest **** harstad
(F.C. Narvik 0050/31y -
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Friday.

HOME OQMi.iANDS.

Gladiators.

Oiler
ADELnEN

Russian 
troops.

Narvik Area. (Contd.).

For Chief of Staff from Lord Cork. I deplore 
decision concerning Gladiators given in Air 
Min. 1433/30. It is during brief period that 
all possible air assistance may be required. 
Numbers are very depleted and I hope this 
decision may be reconsidered. Air “*in. 
message 189 was not AIDAC or in special cypher 
and I again dray/ attention and protest strongly 
against Air Ministry carelessness in sending 
messages on this subject by methods other than 
that arranged in my 0116/26 and 0924/26.
Please see my 2330/39. If this continues it 
may have most grievous results. Understood 
other signals have been made on this subject 
direct to C.O., R.A.F., instead of through me. 
(F.O. Narvik 1014/31).

To sail for Narvik area as soon as possible. 
(C-in-C., H.F. 1113/31).

Information dated 27/5 (B.2). Russian merchant 
vessel now using Baltic-White Sea Canal. No 
German troops passed Leningrad either by rail 
or water. Russian troops still moving from 
Finnish frontier through Leningrad southward. 
(D.N.I. 1245/31).

Supply ships. Movements of RUTLAND, CVPRIAN PRINCE, DROMORE
CASTLE, GUmrOR MASRSK, (F.O., Narvik, 1614/31).

Submarines.

Cancel my 2114/29. New arrangements as French 
S/M’s leave North 3ea for France on 4/6. 
(V.A.S., 1824/31).

Air.

British Air Activity.
Assisting
Evacuation.

31 Sqdn., to attack troop concentrations on 
Dastal roads east of Nieuport. (^oast-*- 
Dmmand Liaison Officer, 1338/31).



War Diary. 51.5.40.
Friday.

H0I4B COMMANDS. 
Air(Gontd).

Flagships. Attacked by A/C in 53.30'N., 5.40'E., at 0 
bomb exploded 60 yards off starboard bow. 
(A.C.H.ii., Chatham, no T.0.0./31).

Reconnaissance.

Enemy Air activity. 
Braye bombed.
Work with M.T.B's.

VENOMOUS

Portsmouth
closed.

Magnetic
mining.
Dunkirk.

Mining by S/M*s.

Harwich.

Folkestone.

Dover.

10 JU/110 aircraft wrecked on beach, 52.06'N., 
4.16'E., and 15 aircraft in a heap 52.04'N., 
4.13'E., on aerodrome, mostly wrecked. Entrance 
Ymuiden harbour partly blocked by M.V. 7,000 
tons partly sunk. (Donibristle, 1403/31).
"X-Over" report. (Chatham A.C.H.Q., 1318/31).
Ditto, Ymuiden Harbour, (Chatham A.C.H.Q., 
1623/31).

Help (Braye 0500/31).
Reported M.T.B's co-operate with low flying 
aircraft at night circling target and distracting 
attention while M.T.B's attack. (C-in-C., Wore., 
1754/31).

Bombed, Braye Harbour (VENOMOUS, 1516/31).

Mining.

Portsmouth was closed to shipping owing to 
enemy minelaying reported at 0203. (C-in-C., 
Portsmouth 0203/31). Newhaven has also been 
ol'i-i. 3-in-C., Portsmouth Olft/Sl)•

arachute mines dropped about 2 cables 8.E. of 
2. buoy. (Capt. (D) 1, to N.O.I.C., Dover, 
250/31). 4 magnetic mines laid by aircraft
n 51*06*30*3., 01*32'30*E.(8UTTCW, 2250/31).

ancel my 13G2/3C. xD3I3 is not now available. 
/.A.S., 1559/31).

ive parachute mines were dropped off Harwich, 
hich has been closei to navigation. (D.2.).
I .C .  0 4 6 3 /4 C j .
»o magnetic mines were exploded off Folkestone 
ier light, and four off 5. Fere land at function 
f 4 *Z.S. 30 and *._.F«»3  ̂1 mC. u4ofl/40).

anger area disclosed 1 
3.E. of Dover owing to sm 
.0. 0468/40),

. _situs, o? miles 
; sect «d due l  a j ing
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HQicE JOiiilvLANDS.

Submarine
construction.

Enemy Intelligence.
796

200 enemy naval engineer overseers said to be 
supervising assembly of submarines at Amager, 
Copenhagen. Reliable source but not confirmed. 
(Acting Consul, Malmo, 1055/31).

M.T.B's 2 M.T.B's 032° 9 miles, my position 53°16'N., 
4°41'E. (A/C 220 Sqdn., 1820/31)* My 1820. 
Position is 53°03'N. 4°35'E., near line of 
advance 225°. (A/C 220, 1920/31).
1930. 2 M.T.B's, 310° Willamsoord 10' (A/C 
report). (I.C., 0468/40).
2 M.T.B's 52°40'N., 4°30'E. (A/C 220 Sqnd., 
2215/31) attacked, no hits. (I.C.0468/40).
At 2346/31, 1 M.T.B. in position 51.28'N., 
3.03'E., last of a line of 3 M.T.B's, estimated 
that a direct hit was obtained, as two M.T.B's 
were seen stationary after the attack with no 
sign of the third. (Chatham, 0310/1).

E.B's. Experience against E.B's to date, and suggested 
precautions. (R.A. (D), H.F., 1815/31).

Outpost Vessels. 4 outpost vessels and 1 M.T.B., 2'N., of 
Ameland. attacked by A/C, 0445. 1 destroyer,
5 M.T.B's and possible gunnery training ship 
in Willemsoord Harbour, 0550.

Surface Vessels. 3 surface vessels attacked by bombs, 1 ship 
and jetty hit, 53.26'N., 5°49'E. (I.C., 
0468/40).

Helder. At 1900/31, photographic reconnaissance 
showed no German warships or M.T.B's in Helder. 
(I.C. 0463/40).

Fishing.

Shipping.
A.M. 2403/40 of 25th May. Am strongly of 
opinion that fishing in this area cannot be 
permitted. Possible presence of neutral 
trawlers in an containing a secret searched 
channel frequently used by 
undesirable. (C-in-G., K.F., 1523/3 ;•

Italian ship. Position of Italian ship in home waters. 
(D.D.I.C., 1658/31).



War Diary.

0500 B.S.T. 
North Sea.

Channel 
W. Approaches

Horns Reef &
S. Norway.

N. Norway.

Dutch and 
Belgian coasts.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Miscellaneous.

31.5.40.
Friday.

WEATHER.

Wind Visibility Outlook.
Good in N.V.

N.W. Light or Moderate in Wind backing
moderate. S.E. visibility

improving.
N.W. Light. Very good. Wind backing.
Variable light. Very good. Wind becoming

south and 
freshening.

N.W. Light. Moderate or Visibility
poor, fog improving
patches. slowly.

Variable light. Mainly good Little
coastal fog. change.

N.W. Moderate. Moderate. Visibility
improving.



War Diary.

WOLSEY

SIROCO

OSTHAV

LEDA

SHARPSHOOTER

M.V.TORSDAD(?)
? T d S£A

Evacuation 
Casualties, 
Merchant Ships

31.5.1+0.
Friday.

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

Hit by S.S. ROEBUCK off 7 Buoy, holed forward 
so far flooded up to first water-tight bulkhead, 
can proceed at moderate speed with light load, 
am proceeding to Braye.
(WOLSEY 0715/31).
Torpedoed by 2 M.T.Bs. 0120/31, 18’ N.N.W. Dunkirk. 
WIDSEON picking up survivors. (WIDGEON 0150/31, 
031+5/31 > C. in C. Nore 0511/31). WIDGEON and 
trawlers rescued about 220 survivors out of 950.
Norwegian tanker Singapore to Frefcmantle due 
28/5 is overdue.
(A.C.N.B. 021+2 Z/31).
Damaged in collision en route to Margate.
(LEDA 0335/31).
Have been in collision necessitating dockyard 
repairs. No casualties.
(SHARPSHOOTER 1832/31).

798

Norwegian. Confirmed by owners as lost 
owing to war at beginning of April.
(Oslo Radio 1250/31).

Following have been sunk
5.5. MONA’S QUEEN
5.5. FENELLA
5.5. LORINA
5.5. SPINEL 

Also P.188 and P.21+0.

2756 tons 
2376 tons 
1578 tons 
650 tons 

(V.C.N.S. 270).

On fire :-
5.5. CLAN MACALISTER 6787 tons
5.5. WORTHTOWN 868 tons

Damaged :-
S.S. PRINCESS MAUD. (V.C.N.S. 270)

r ' 8UPPLEIVOT
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Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
North Atlantic.

French Patrol Positions 1200/31.
Vessels. (D.C. to C. in C. W.A. 0150/31).

799

Spanish Ships. Your 1024/6 approved. Action in regard to
Spanish merchant ship convoyed by man of war 
to be suspended for the present.
(D.E.W.D. to F.O.C.N.A. 1752/31).

South Atlantic.

Danish Ships. Danish ships in which there are U.S.A. interests
to be allowed to complete their current voyages. 
(C. IN C. S.A. 1324/31).

Troops in 
Albania.

Oil Reserve.

Shipping.

Mediterranean.

The Italians are reported to be shipping 3000 
troops a day into Albania.
(N.A. Bucharest to D.N.I. 1816/30).

To maintain reserve of 90,000 tons it is necessary 
that two large oilers arrive weekly. Request 
these may be sailed now.
(C. in C. Med. to Adty. 2111/31).

Admiralty 2012/30. Request you will undertake 
from Saturday, June 1, responsibility for 
movements of British shipping in Eastern Mediterran
ean subject to general directions issued by Admiralty 
or G. in C., Med. You should keep in close touch 
with representative of Ministry of bhipping, 
Alexandria (Sir Henry Barker) as regards priorities 
and other matters in which he is concerned.
(C. in C. Med., 1218/31 to S.B.N.O., Suez Canal
Area.)

Spani sh 
Fleet.

Composition and dispositions. 
(N.A. Madrid 2117/31).



War Diary.

Aden Shipping.

LEONARDO DA 
VINCI.

Sabotage.

Convoy US 3

FOREIGN STATIONS.

31.5.1*0.
Friday.

East Indies.

Consider it would be prudent to avoid 
concentration of shipping and particularly 
tankers at Aden at the present critical 
times. Request diversion to Bombay to 
await convoy if necessary.
(C. in C. E.I. 0821/31).

Re oil for, at Aden and Colombo.
(D.T.D. 192V31 to C. in C. E.I.)

Time bomb found in British CITY OF SYDNEY 
after clearing hold at Mauritius.
(C. in C. E.I. 0815 Z/31).

America and West Indies.

Will only be diverted to Trinidad in 
emergency, but essential prexoarations should 
be made.
(Adty. 1538/31 to C. in C. A.W.I.)
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS. 8 I n

North Atlantic.

REKUM. ) Now ready to proceed to sea and awaiting
RUDOLF ALBRECHT.) orders.

(S.O.(I) Gibraltar, 1102/31).



War Diary 31.5.40.
Friday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Ships Attacked. 802TEMPLEMOAT British (4427 tons) 020 25 miles from Ushant
48.46' N., 4.59' W. attacked by s/m.
(•TEMPLEMOAT 0516/31).

ORANGEMOOR British (5775 tons) torpedoed and sunk by
S/m. 25 miles S.E. Start Point 49°48'N.,
3°27' W. at 1305/31. She was in homeward 
bound convoy from Gibraltar. Canadian 
destroyers proceeded to hunt the S/m.
(d .c .n .s . 2 7 1).

*

S/ms. Reported.
8UPPLEMF*'-

0600 S/m. periscope and conning tower clearly seen 
off N.W. Goodwins Buoy. Am hunting.
(VIMY to V.A. Dover 0600/31).

1 1 3 6 53°35’ N. 4°20' E. Reliable fix. 
(V.A.(S) 1232/31, D.D.I.C. 1225/31). 
Off N.W. Goodwins. (VIMY 0820/31).

2^1305 49.48' N., 03.27' W., off Start Point 
(ORANGEMOOR torpedoed, see Attacks on Ships).

1 6 2 1 48.50' N., 05.15 W., 22 m. N.N.W. from Ushant, 
reported by Canadian destroyers RESTIGOUCHE 
and r:AIP¥ LAURENT.

0 510 ^ By S.S. TEMPLEMOAT, 20 miles N.N.E. of Ushant, 
7  49348' N., 03°27' W. (See Ships Attacked). 

Canadian destroyers to attack if.fuel permits. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1009/31, 1328/31).
My 1328. Join H.M.S. ARABIS and hunt. 
(C. in C. W.A. to FERNIE, 1437/31).

Estimated
Dispositions.

or 3 near Einisterre or further south, 
or more in Western Approaches, 
issibly 1 off N.W. Ireland outward bound, 
in 55°35' B. 4°20' E. at 1130/31.
).D.I.C. 1327/31)-
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

S/ras. Attacked.

U-13 Sunk.

803

r

WESTON destroyed U-Boat 0055/31 by depth charges and 
gunfire off Lowestoft and picked up 3 officers 
and 22 ratings.
(D.C. 0755/31)•
Suggest the survivors be questioned exhaustively 
to ascertain if visit had any connection with 
plans for invasion. A U-Boat visit in this 
area is unusual. (C. in C. Nore 0816/31,
WESTON 0055/31).
Sunk in 52°27’ N. 2°2’ E. 3officers, 22 ratings 
rescued, 1 believed missing. Am rejoining 
convoy. (WESTON 0230/31).
Did U-Boat lay mines ? (C. in C. Nore 0953/31).
I think not, she was on special job. (WESTON 
1020/31).

1621 By Canadian destroyers RESTIG0UCHE and ST. 
LAURENT, 1+8°50* N. , 05°15’ W., 3 W  Ushant 22'. 
Attacked contact. (B.i^).
(I.C. 01+68/24.0).

cr.

SUPPLEMENT

___A
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War Diaries, R. of P. , Summaries etc., for May 19U0 8 0 4

N.O.I.C. Aden War Diary, May 19*lO. Australian Convoy U.S.2 
arrived 12/5. Sweeps and patrols. (T.S.D.
M  87/1*0)

F.A.A. "Bishop Force11 See June.

J C. in C, , S.A. War Diary May 19UO. (T.S.D. 5063/UO)

8/5.

13/5.

13/5.
16/5.

 ̂ F » 0« C. , R. I .  N.

23/5.

y N. 0.1. C.Harstad

Cdre. Hong Kong

British and Norwegian ships from Persian 
Gulf and west coast of India to proceed to 
U.K. via Mediterranean, hut ships at or 
E. of Colombo still to be diverted round 
cape. Revised instructions 16/5 .
Re®on for chaos in connection with transfer 
of West African Brigade.
Movements in view of situation with Italy
66 Lascar crew of H.M.H.S. OXFORDSHIRE 
handed over to police for mass insubordinaticr. 
at Freetown.
Minefield off C. Agulhas first discovered.
Minefield confirmed.
War Diary May 19U0 (T.S.D. 501U/40)
CONTE VERDE shadowed into harbour by 
PARTHIAN in case she laid mines etc., and 
in view of political situation with Italy. 
KENT was sailed towards Bombay to inter
cept, and shadow CONTE VERDE on her voyage 
to Colombo.
R. of P. covering period from 6/1+, when 
base staff was formed, to 5/5» when Rear- 
Adm. A.L.St.G. Lyster and A. F. Lord Cork, 
on confusion in early days of expedition, 
difficulties in billeting, selection of 
personnel not medically fit for such an 
arduous undertaking.
War Diary, May 19U0 (T.S.D. U639/40)
SS SIROGANE MARU has 3 times broken terms 
of agreement and carried cargo other than 
stores from Canton to Hong Kong.
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R.A. 3rd _Battle War Diary for May 1940. (T.S.D.4312/40).Squadron.

D.O.D.(T) Supply of M.T.B's from U.S.A.
(M.014057/40).

3.P.B. Co. Alternative Supply of M.T.B’s from U.S.A.
(M.014056/40).

R.A.C. South American War Diary 1/5-33/5/40 (T.S.D.5287/40) 
Division.

ARK ROYAL.

M.T.B. 22.

Operations off Narvik 4/5-24/5/40. 
(A.0486/40). Inferiority of British 
aircraft types.
R. of P. 12-15/5/40. (M.09857/40).

F.O. Dover. Narrative of Operations off Dutch,
Belgian and French coasts. 10/5-25/5/40. 
(M.013316/40).

M.T.B.16. R. of P. 14/5 - 15/5/40. ,(M.010303/40).---------- ftWV
Home Fleet Destroyer War Diary 16/5 - 31/5/40. (T.S.D.4613/40)
Command. ^
C.in C. . A .

C.in C. Rosyth.

N.A. Hague,
(U«*. -

R.A. A/A Ships.

Canada.

Reports of Naval Activities in Nigeria,
M.010231/40. Gold Coast, the Gambia to 
6/5/40.
War Diary 15/5 - 31/5. (T.S.D. 4987/40)
Aircraft of Coastal Command bombed an 
alleged enemy submarine (see 19/5).
Report on German invasion of Holland.
14/5 - 16/5. Commendation of officers 
of R.N. and R.M., and Dutch Navy.
Mentions great difficulty of 
communications, especially with Admiralty 
(M.09997/40).
Report of Operations in Namsos area 
25/4 - 3/5. (M. 010531/40).
Dept, of National Defence; Review of 
Canadian Naval Situation, V5/40. (M./09978/40) 94 vessels in commission
in R.C.N., 63 on E. Coast, 31 on W.

/Operation D.X.
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Operation D.X.

UNITY.

Report of V.A., Aircraft-Carriers, on 
operations off Norwegian Coast from 23/4 to 
3/5 by ARK ROYAL and GLORIOUS accompanied 
by escorting forces, dated 23/5, with 
covering letter from C.in C., H.F. dated 
15/6. First time in history that carrier- 
borne aircraft have been employed in 
prolonged operations of this nature. 
Difficult problem balancing the necessity 
for operating carriers as close to shore 
as possible to ease the task of aircraft 
crews against the need for keeping them as 
far to seaward as possible to reduce scale 
of enemy shore-based air attack. F.A.A. 
aircraft outclassed by everything that 
flies. C.in C. H.F. says the sooner we 
get some efficient aircraft the better. 
Minute by D.N.A.D. re trials with American 
types. (M. 011871/40).
Report of diving operations to locate wreck 
of UNITY, 30/4 - 2/5. (M. 09327).

F.O.I.C. Portland. War Diary 16/5 - 31/5. (T.S.D. 4937/40)
Local Defence measures, Dockyard L.D.V., 
68 ships degaussed, Mobile Wiping Unit, 
Contraband Control Base.

Operation X.D.A.

C.in C. A.W.I.

Report. (M.010752/40). Report of 
Comdr. M.G. Goodenough dated 17/5/40 of 
Demolitions of Amsterdam and Ymuiden.
War Diary l/5 - 3l/5 (T.S.D. 4262/40).

" Sailing of first Bermuda Convoy 7/5.
Occupation of Dutch West Indies, 12/5.
4 Canadian destroyers lent for home waters.

Mlnesweeping Division. East Coast Distribution of Minesweepers,
22/5/40. (M.010210/40). Defence of E. 
Coast, Auxiliary Patrol Force, 29/5/40.
(M. M/S 0393/40).

Operation "Bottle”. Aerial minelaying off Norway 17/5. 
--------------------R. of P. (M. 010300/40).

S.N.0. Simonstown. R. of K / S  Operations off Agulhas Bank 
--------* ”  15/5 - 2l/5. (M.013251/40).

ALCANTARA♦

Low Countries.

War Diary May and June 1940. (T.S.D. 5291/40) 
No interest.
Ships Engaged in Operations off Dutch, 
Belgian and French Coasts, May, 1940.
List of those which made reports enclosed 
in F.O.I.C. Dover's B14/ 0/1137/40, dated 
27/7/40. (M.014793/40):-
BRILLIANT, KEITH, MALCOLM, VALENTINE, 
VENOMOUS, VERITY, VESPER, VIMIERA, VIMY, 
WESTMINSTER, WESSEX, VIVACIOUS, .nlTLEY, 
WHITSHED, WILD SWAN, WINDSOR, WINCHESTER, 
WIVERN W0LSEY, WOLFHOUND, Polish 
Destroyer BURZA, BOTANIC, JOHN CATTLING, 
MARETTA, CONIDAW, GULZAR, LORD HOWE,
LADY BRASSEY, ST.ANDREW, SlMOIS.

/ WREN ......

■
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W R E L

Bergen.

C.in C. China.

S.N.O.. Slmonstown. 

GLASGOW.

C.in C. H.F. 

Norwegian
Expeditionary Force
R.A.C. South 
American Division.

V.A. Dover.

MOST SECRET.

P., Summaries, etc, for May. 1940. (Contd.)
807

R. of P., off Norway 30/4 - 21/5.
(M. 011113/40) Over 100 bombs dropped 
in 12 attacks by aircraft on 16/5.
Several splinter hit3. Many other air 
attacks.
R. of attacks on oil fuel tanks at Bergen 
by 806 Sqdn., Hatston, 16/5.
(M. 010365/40).
War Diary, May, 1940. (T.S.D. 4363/40).
H.M. Ships abroad to be degaussed soon as 
possible, 6/5. Threatened attack on 
Dutch East Indies. Mines off Cape 
Agulhas, 15/5, suspicions of a ship 
disguised a3 Japanese. COLOMBO and CERES 
withdrawn 26/5.
R. of V S  Operations on Agulhas Bank, 
16/5-21/5. (M. 013251).
R. of P., 28/4-4/5. Evacuation of King of 
Norway and Government from Molde 2235/29* 
(M. 08807/40).
Operations "Tunnel" and "Brick I".
Reports of evacuation of Aandalsnes and 
Molde, 28/4 - l/5. (M. 08953/40).
18 pages of signals quoted in Appendix I. 
Analysis of personnel embarked,
Appendix II. (totals, 128 officers,
2f094 men) in GALATEA, ARETHUSA,
SHEFFIELD, SOUTHAMPTON, ULSTER PRINCE, 
TARTAR, SIKH, MASH0NA, WALKER and 
WESTC0TT.
Reports from C.O's H.M. Trawlers ARAB. 
.ANGLE, and SAINT GORAN. (M. 09942/40).
War Diary l/5 - 31/5/40 (T.S.D.5287/40). 
Information received of moored mines being 
swept up off C. Agulhas.
Probability of raider mine-layer at large. 
Possibility of Nazi Putsch in Uruguay.
lav Diary 16/5 - 3l/5. (T.S.D. 4487/40).
lovements for campaign in Holland, 
ivacuations from Ostend. Operation F.A$ 
)f 5 ships engaged, only 2 undamaged, 
fALENTINE and WHITLEY having been lost 
m d  WINCHESTER and WESTMINSTER damaged. 
Ither casualties. Demolition plans, 
i’rench ports. Conflicting orders re 
3oulogne, 23/5, and Calais, 24/5. 
Operation "Dynamo" ordered to commence 
Dy Admty. 1857/26.
}ver 9000 men landed at Dover alone 
Detween 2239/26 and 0830/28. One 
lestroyer brought nearly 1000 troops. 
Dther details, especially of casualties 
-o ships. By 30/5 numbers embarked in 
lestroyers had increased to as many as 
L400 in each ship. General Apprelcation 
?ov the period 16/5 - 3l/5, refers to

/ introduction • • • •



MOST SECRET.

War Diaries. R. of P.. Summaries, etc, for May 1940. (Contd.)

SOS
V»A, Dover introduction of enemy M.T.B’s evidently
(continued) from Dutch ports.
D. of S.T. Petsamo, Repatriation of Volunteers for

Finnish Army. (M. 010395/40.
Operation 
Klaxon I and II.

G.in C. Portsmouth.

SEVERN
C.in C. Nore.

CODRINOTON

Evacuation of troops from Namsos area.
R. of P. (C.in C. H.F. 20/6 covering 
V.A.C. I.C.S., 10/5 and enclosures 
(M. 012225/40).
War Diary 15/5 - 3l/5. (T.S.D., 4962/40)
A/S Operations, Operation Dynamo,
Channel Submarine Patrols, Minelaying 
and Minesweeping, Loss of B.D.V.
CAMBRIAN 3 O/5 , Dutch Warships arrived 
(list), Convoys and Routeing, Local 
Defence ^asures.
Patrol Report 29/4 - 10/5. (M.09593/40). I
Local Defence Flotilla. R. of Operations, 
Dunkirk, 27/5 - 3l/5.
(M. 010946/40) ROYAL EAGLE, CRESTED
EAGLE, and GOLDEN EAGLE under
Comdr. E.C. Cordeaux R.N. (Retired). I
R. of P. 10/5 - 15/5 Dutch Coast I
(M. 09848/40). I



WAR DIARIES, R. of 1-., Summaries, etc,, for May 1940 8<r9N.0.I.C., Aberdeen. War Diary 15/5 - 30/5. T.S.D., 4162/40.
Institution of Post War Signal Station, etc. Immobilisation 
plans.

Convoy U.S.2. R. of P. 14/5 - 14/5/40 M.010809/40 
(Aden)
LA SI3YLLE Patrol Report 16/5 - 24/5/40 M.011071/40
(French S/M)
THETIS Patrol Report 16/5 - 25/5/40 M.011116/40
(French S/M)
CLYDE Patrol Report 2/5 - 17/5/40 M.010259/40
FRIESLAND ) German Reports of Interception and Capture .
BLANKER BURG ) Trawlers M. 09778/40

, .C. 18th C.S.. MANCHESTER. War Diary 3 - 1 5  May 1940
T.S.D., 4159/40)

State of 18th C.S. 0001/1/5
MANCHESTER ) Proceeding to Aandalsnes to evacuate troops
(Flag of V.A.))
BIRMINGHAM )
SOUTHAMPTON ) At Aandalsnes evacuating troops and covering
SHEFFIELD ) evacuation.
(Flag of R.A.) ,

GLASGOW At Tromso after disembarking King of Norway and
Norwegian Government.

NEWCASTLE ) 
EDINBURGH )

Refitting on Tyne

Covers the incident which led to torpedoing of 
KELLY by an enemy M.T.B. 9/5 and events during 
towing of KELLY towards Rosyth, until 1609/11. 
Necessity of refit for MANCHESTER.
MANCHESTER gave one night’s leave to each watch, 
for first time in nearly 6 months.

Operation X.D. Report on Calais (Party F.) M.010579
F.O.I.C.Portland. War Diary 1/5 - 15/5. T.S.D., 4936/40. Local

Defence Measures, Degaussing Establishment, 
Contraband Control.
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WAR DIARIES, R. of P ., SUMMARIES, etc. for MAY 1940

HAVOOK

Aandalsnes 
(Force 
tatlhRCiiJS) 
JVimToSc .

R. of P. off Dutch Coast 9/5 - 15/5/40. U X
M/010750/40

R. of P. 17/4 to 1/5/40 by Capt. Denny, N.O.I/C 
Aandalsnes with accompanying report of Extended 
Defence Officer (M/08753/40). The report is in 
the form of a Diary with remarks.
Force Sickle disembarked on night 18/19 April.
Evacuation of Molde and Aandalsnes began on 29/4, 
and the last party left Aandalsnes in CALCUTTA 
0110/2/5. AUCKLAND remained to take off the 
final party.
The following H.M. Trawlers were sunk by enemy air 
action during the operations

HAMMOND
JARDINE
BRADMAN
'WARWICKSHIRE
LARWOOD
CAPE CHELY3KIN 
CAPE SIRE£T0Kd

General remarks by N.O.l/C. Aand^nes are in 
M.08602/40, which docket contains also a copy 
of Capt. Denny’s R. of P. as in M.08753/40)

C. in C.Rosyth, War Diary 1/5 - 14/5.
Enemy Air Activity, evacuations from Norway, Convoys.
SFAX Patrol Report 10/5 - 23/5/40 M.011598/40
(Pr. S/M)
Convov N.P.3. R. of P. of H.M. Transports BATORY and SOBIESKI. ° ,Y ~ M.010633/40

;/ESSEX R* of P. on Dutch Coast 13/5 - 15 5 M.09897/40
V.A.C.I.C.S. War Diary 1/5 - 15/5. V.S.D. 4387/40. Norway
N.O.I.C. Tees- War Diary 1/5 - 14/5. T.S.D. 4157/40. Chiefly 
Hartlepool. minesweeping.

Patrol Report 11/5 - 12/5. M.011570/40

Patrol Report 9/5 - 21/5 M.011571/40

AMAZONS 
(Pr. S/M.)
CASABIANCA 
(Pr. S/M)
Convov Alabaster Troop Convoy for Reykjavik, Iceland. R. of 
----- ------------ 14/5 - 25/5. M.011026/40.
WESTON AND Report of depth charge attacks on S/M 5/5 und j/5
VALENTINE M .09714/40.
GRIPPIN R. of P. off Dutch Coast 12/5 - 13/5. . -Cl C 7 /'-C -



»VAR DIARIES, R. of P., SUMURIES, Etc. for MAY 1940

N . g . s . o . ,
Methil. War Diary 16/5 - 31/5. T.S.D. 4761/40. Measures 

for immobilising the port in an emergency.
E^O.I.G. Tyne. War Diary 15/5.- 31/5 T.S.D. 5166/40. No interest.
R.A.. A/A War Diary 6/5 - 15/5 T.S.D., 5261/40. Operations
Ships. in Norway. Refers to nervous strain on personnel

(E.G. ESKIMO and trawlers) of constant air bombing 
by day and night.

Northern R. of P. 1/5 - 14/5/40 (M.Oil370/40)
Patrol

0. in 0 . War Diary 15/5 - 31/5/40 (T.S.D.4987/40)
Rosyth unsuccessful bombing by British A/C of ACHILLE
SPEARFISH Patrol Report 12/5 - 24/5/40 M.010707/40
FLAMINGO R. of P. 19/4 to 3/5/40. Air attacks at Andalsneo.

M.09179/40
RUBIS R. of P. 23/5 to 30/5/40. (M.011823/40)
(Fr.S/M)
Capt. D. I.D.F. R. of P. 12/4 - 6/5. M.09174/40 (Norway) (SAN

TIBURCIO lost)

G. in G. nome Fleet. War Diary 1 - 1 5  May 1940 (T.S.D.4587/40) 
Contains precis of important signals dealing with 

y. Narvik
Evacuation of Aandalsnes and Molde
Protection of Hut Anchorage at Scapa, as German 
occupation of Norway will enable them to establish 
air bases much closer to Orkneys.
Cruisers sailed for Sheerness 4/5 in view of German 
threat to Holland
Provision of escorts, anxious not to use Hunt class 
designed for S/M hunting and nothing else.
Operation Fork to Iceland.
Dive-bombing attacks (see 4/5). Lessons from air 
attacks in Norway, proposals to strengthen 
destroyers' A/A armaments and R.A.F. to support 
naval operations. (6/5)
Iceland, possible enemy landing.
Scarcity of destroyers, "at present not one 
available to screen capital ships" 11/5
M.T.B. attack on KELLY. S/M dispositions altered.



WAR DIARIES, R. OF P. , SUMMARIES, Etc. for May 1940
8 i l

B.*Av Anti-Aircraft Ships , War Diary 16-31 May 1940 (T.S.D.5262/40) 
COVENTRY Engaged in operations off Norway
EFFINGHAM report on loss of 17/5

Mos.jdh, Landing of Gubbins Force. M.011024/40 VETERAN 
1 R. of P. 5 - 13 May.

RESTIGOUCHE )
ST. LAURENT ) R. of P. 24 - 31 May M.01133T/40
SKEENA )

French Navy, Summary of Activities since beginning of the .Yar 
(B.N.L.Q.. L/177/40)

Attack on U-boat by A/C from aircraft carrier BEARN 
" ” " ” patrol vessel aIMIRAL MOUGHEZ

2 U-boats destroyed within 3 days by SIROGO 
Attack on U-boat by minesweeper COMMANDANT DUBOC 
3rd U-boat sunk by SIROGO
Attack on U-boat by auxiliary trawler LORIENTAISE 

" " " " destroyer SIMOUN
Merchant Ships Captured :-

by submarine PONCELET. Sept. 1939 
BY auxiliary cruiser KOUTOUBIA. Nov. 1939 
by destroyer^TRIOMPHANT, Nov. 1939 
by M/S sloop ELAN off Vigo.

17. 9.39 
10.39

22.11.39
27.12.39
27.12.39 

?
27. 2.40 

German 
CHEMNITZ 
TRIFSLS 
SANTA FE
ROSTOCK 11.3.1940



War Diaries. R. of p. Summaries &C. received for May. 813

v C.-in-G. Horae Fleet.

r'

R.A.(D) Horae Fleet

\

War Diary 16-31 May 1940 (T.3.D.4568/40). 
Narvik - shortage of destroyers 16/5.
Danger of attempted invasion of Shetlands 

16/5, 17/5, 19/5, 23/5.
Operation Bottle (a/c minelaying) 16/5, 17/5. 
Narvik - shortage of A.A. ammunition 17/5. 
Congestion at Harstad; Anglo-French subsidiarj 

base to be formed at Tronso 17/5, 19/5. 
Magnetic mines being laid in harbours; some 

sweeps to be converted for use in 
restricted waters 19/5.

More attention to be paid to fitting out 
and storing of transports for use in 
Northern waters 21/5.

Freetown Convoy Escort Force to be reinforced 
about mid-June by 4 A.M.C.’s from Northern 
Patrol 21/5.

A/c Squadrons disembarked from Carriers to 
be used in co-operation with Coastal 
Command during present emergency 22/5.

11th A/S Group to proceed to Harwich 22/5.
A.A. ship, possible vital used for presence 

in Channel in near future 22/5.
A. A. defences of 3hetlands23/5.
Norwegian warships captured by Germans 

being operated by Germans 23/5.
Invasion, risk of Precautionary measures to 

be taken 24/5, 25/5, 26/5.
Force of destroyers to be collected at Rosyth, 

ready to operate on East Coast if 
required 24/5.

Destroyers - highest priority to be given to
repairs 25/5.

Demolition charges - immediate reserves
exhausted - improvised charges to be used 
ships to land all except minimum outfit
25/5.

Approach channels — reduction in width owing 
to recent attemps to magnetic mines 
approaches 26/5.

Stavanger, attack oancelled owing
26/5. , .. ..S/ra's - in view of present serious situation 
all 3/m's to be available in centre or 
southern part of North Sea. Propose to 
release s/m’s for patrol by discontinuing 
minelaying by s/m’s on coast of Norway
27/5, 28/5. , .Operation Alphabet 27/5, 28/5, 31/5.

Cruisers, employment of in southern part of
North Sea 28/5. _Minesweeping on Bast Coast - plan Flood s9/5. 

Destroyers, - 5th D.F. formed 30/5.
Destroyer patrols 31/5.
war Diary 1-15 W  *940 (T-^D.^12/40)
First evacuation of Aandal3nes 
ships engaged 1/5.

to weather

and Molde **



81 &
Var Diaries, R. of p. Summaries dbc. received, for May.

R.A.(D) Home Fleet Pinal evacuation of Aandalsnes and Molde
completed 2/5.

MAORI damaged by bombing by a/c's which 
could neither be ssen nor heard 2/5.

Evacuation of Namsos (operation Kla/on 1 & 2) 
completed 3/5. z

Landing at MO 4/5.
Eight modern destroyers required for duty in 

East Coast 8/5.
Redisposition of cruisers and destroyers in 

North Sea to intercept a minelaying and 
M.T.B. force 9/5, 10/5, 14/5

Oerlikon A.A. guns for destroyers 10/5.
Norway - German landing at Hemnes 10/5.
Destroyer reinforcements for Mediterranean 15/f

A.C.O.S.
2300/9/5

1755/24/5

War Diary for May 1940. (T.S.D. 4836/40)
Ramming of BULLDOG by M.T.B.
Torpedoing of KELLY.

» tGrounding off s. s. LAURESTON at Green)3ines, 
Stronsay. *

*r. v

2200/31
G.-in-C. Nore.
ASCANIA

GLOUCESTER
C.-ln-C. .Yestern 

Approaches.

Minelaying off 
Norwegian Coast.

Operation X. D. 

Northern Patrol

1130/25/5 Collision and beaching of TENNESSEE
1906/25 FORD FISHER in collision with trawler, to be 

towed to Aberdeen or Inverness.
Arrival ofALSTER at Kirkwall with prize crew.
War Diary 1-15/5/40. (T.S.D.4811/40).
R. of P . with Convoy HX 38 26/4-14/5/40 

( M 013447/40).
War Diary for May 1940 (T.S.D.4738/40).
War Diary 16-31/5/40 (T.S.D.5212/40).
Changes in Policy in April and May 1940. 
Dartmouth area - Defence against invasion. 
Operation Dynamo. Belgian Fishing Fleet,

refusal to assist in evacuation of troops 
from Dunkirk. Good work done, however, 
by Tanker JULIA.

Note. Remainder indexed chronologically in 
this Diary.

Operations F. D. 14, F. D. 15, F. D. 17.
French s/m RUBIS, report 9-10 May, 26-27 May,

9 June 1940. (MO 12367/40).
r . o f  P .  o f  P a r t y  C. 1 0 / 5 - 1 7 / 5 / 4 0 .  (MO£ 1 0 1 8 0 / 4 0 }

R. of P.15-31 May 1940 (MO. 12193/40).
Redisposition of A.M.C.’s. CANTON, CORFU, 
MALOSA, MONTCLARE ordered to replace oARIN HI , 
CHESHIRE, DERBYSHIRE, PATROCLUS which vere 
under orders of F.O.C.N.A.

21/5



War Diaries, R. of p. , Summaries &c. received for May.

Northern Patrol. R. of F. 15-31 May 1940. (MO. 12193/40).
24/5 Three N. P. Trawlers ordered to be sent to

Sheerness. NORTHERN REWARD, KINGSTON ONYX, 
KINGSTON BERYL sent.

31/5 Patrols instituted to intercept Italian 
shipping move cancelled and CARINTHIA, 
DERBYSHIRE, PATROCLUS were placed at 
disposal of V.A.N.P.

«  /AN M U M *  

O. 13,

18th C. S.War Diary

(h o  t  * *  ?

a s  —  * * *
IS* ̂  '

_  o .  * J ,  O . fo ,  0>^ ‘

VENETIA

ACHILLE,

16-31 May 1940 (T. S. D. 4436/40) .
Insecurity of Humber anchorage against E boat
3. ti ti ElCllCeFunctions of 18th G.S. in Humber (to protect 
our shipping off Dunkirk against attack by 
destroyers or larger warships, and to act in 
case of attack by enemy forces on E.coast of 
England.
R. of P. off Dutch coast 11-15 May 1940,
*(M0 10241/40).
During evacuation of Hook etc.
Enemy aircraft brought down by ship s guns
14/5.
Patrol Report 7-20 May 1940 (MO 11117/40).
Use of English Identification signals by—  

enemy aircrafts.
14/5 attacked by a/c.15/5 Use by enemy aircraft of pyrotechnic

signal conforming to that in English use. 
20/5 Attacked by a/c. Slight damage. Confirmee 

later that a/c was English and ACHILLE 
was in security zone.
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Northern Fatrol. R. of F. 15-21 May 1940. (MO. 12193/40)
24/5 Three N. P. Trawlers ordered to be sent to

Sheerness. NORTHERN REWARD, KINGSTON ONYX, 
KINGSTON BERYL sent.

31/5 Patrols instituted to intercept Italian 
shipping move cancelled and CARINTHIA, 
DERBYSHIRE, PATROCLUS were placed at 
disposal of V.A.N.P.

Measures taken to increase secuirty of 
western entrance.
Owing to shortage of military personnel it 
was necessary to cease manning certain 
coast defence batteries.
Local defence measures.

RENOWN (Flag) in dock at Rosyth 1-17 May.
HOOD refitting at Devonport.
No incidents.
R. of P. 12-31 May 1940 (MO 12234/40).
Convoy D/F'd 12 miles off through some ship's 
W/T oscillation.

Insecurity of Humber anchorage against E boat 
attack.
Functions of 18th C.S. in Humber (to protect 
our shipping off Dunkirk against attack by 
destroyers or larger warships, and to act in 
case of attack by enemy forces on S.coast of 
England.

(MO 10241/40).
During evacuation of Hook etc.
Enemy aircraft brought down by ship's guns 
14/5.
Patrol Report 7-20 May 1940 (MO 11117/40). 
Use of English identification signals by
14/5 attacked by a/c.
15/5 Use by enemy aircraft of pyrotechnic

signal conforming to that in English use. 
20/5 Attacked by a/c. Slight damage. Confirmed

later that a/c was English and ACHILLS 
was in security zone.

Suez Canal Area. War Diary May 1940 (T.S.D.4737/40).
Portsmouth War Diary 1-4 May 1940 (T.S.D.4961/40).

12/5
Dutch warships 
arrived at 
Portsmouth.

Battle Cruiser Squadron 
War Diary 1May 1940 (T.S.D.4287/40).

18th 0.3.War Diary 16-31 May 1940 (T.S.D.4436/40).

VENETIA R. of P. off Dutch coast 11-15 May 1940,

enemy aircrafts.



War Diaries, R. of P. .Summaries ,frc. received for May 1940

DEVONSHIRE.

"As I have already remarked in my last report, 
the use of the recognition grenade would appear 
to be more dangerous than useful, the Germans 
apparently having some knowledge of the 
English identification signals."
V. A. G. 1st C.W. War Diary 16-31 May 1940.
(T.S.D.4388/40).
At Tromso. TRUANT patrolling.
Bullion embarked in ENTERPRISE 22/5.
DEV0N3 HIRE left Tromso 24/5 for Kirkenes.
At Hammerfest and on patrol off Nord Kap 
26/5 to 31/5.
Note. Remaining incidents are indexed 
chronologically in the Diary.



TAR DIARIES, R. of P, SUMMARIES <bC. RECEIVED FCR THE MONTH OP
MAY 1940.

TRITON.

I

Aberdeen Naval Bsse^ 
Tar Diary.

BIRMINGHAM.

CONVOY FN 60.
Naval Rep, to Norwegian 

Governn ent.

C. -in-C. ,China.

AMAZONE.

C.-in-C. Home Fleet.
A

/ Air Ministry.

TARTAR.

CALYPSO. French S/m. 

TOLVERINE.

Patrol Report 22/4-4/5/40. (U.A.S. 
No. 516/3. M. 1054) (dated 8/5/40) .
Attack on German supply ship off 
Bjorne Fjord.
1/5 to 14/5. (T.3.D. 4158/40).

R. of P. 7 to 9 April 1940 (with the 
Home Fleet) (M/08967/40).
R. of P. 4 May 1940 (M/09072/40).
Diary of ?. 14 to 21 Ar>ril 1940. 
Situation at Andalsnes. Landing of 
Naval 5-7 inch howitzer. (M/07951/40).
7ar Diary 1 to 29 February 1940.
(T.S.D. 4127/40. )
French submarine patrol report 4 to 12 
April 1940. (M/07849/40. )
Enemy heavy ship activity between 17 and 
20 February 1940. Possible nature of 
(M/08976/40. )
Air report from Norway 28 February to 
29 April 1940. (N.I. D. /001718/40).
R. of P. 50.4.-2.5.40 in operations off 
Norway (M/08922/40. ) during the 
evacuation, at Molde.
Patrol report 29/4 - 10/5/40.
No. 426/S. M. 1155.
R. of ?. 25/4 to 1/5. Namsos conditions. 
(M. 08824/40).



'TAR DIARIES, R.of P, SUMMARIES Ac. RECEIVED FOR THE MONTH OF
MAY 1940.

WINDSOR. R. of P. 15/5. Embarkation from Hook 
of Dutch Government and Belgian and 
Norwegian Legations. (M/09991/40.)

Hong Kong. 17ar Diary 1/1 to 31/1 (T. S . D. 4126/40. )
VENDETTA. Report of attack on U-boat 28/4. 

(M/09418/40. )
2nd C. S. War Diary 1 to 30 April (T. S. D. 4140/40. )
VERSATILE. 

L. 23.

Report of attack on U-boat which sank
ROYSTON GRANGE. (M. 0493/40. )25 November 1939.
Evacuation of Terschelling L. V. 17/18 . 
May. (M. 010156/40. )

TAKU (Submarine). Patrol report 2/15 May (V. A. S. 414/3. i. 
1044).

s. s. CITY OF BRUSSELS. At Brussels 10/12 May. Intertriew with
Master and Chief Officer. (T.D.Shipping 
casualties section 21/5/40.).

VI MI ERA 4 ’YES TON. Report of attack on U-boat 25/4/40. 
(M.09483/40. )

NIGER. Report of attack on U-boat 21/2/40. 
(M. 03974/40. )

NUBIAN. R. of P. in Mosjoen and Bodo area 6/5 
to 11/5 (M/09865/40. )

VALENTINE. R. of -P. 30/4-1/5 (M/09035/40. )
ANTENOR. R. of P. 1/5 - 13/5/40. M 010244/40.

VESPER. R. of P. 13/5 - 15/5/40. M 09776/40.
SNAPPER. R. of P. 29/4 - 12/5/40. M 09530/40.
RUBIS. French S/m. R. of P. 3/5 - 14/5/40. M 010038/40.
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♦

CALYPSO.French S/m.

Convoy FN 78.
N.A.Buenos Aires. 
FOIC Tyne area.

Patrol report 29/4 to M 09906/40. 
10/5/40.
R. of P. 15/5 - 17/5/40.M 010165/40. 
War despatch 9/5/40. T. 8. D. 4155/40. 
War diary 1/5-14/5/40. T.S.D.4148/40.

N.C.8.C. Hethil. 7ar diary 1/5-15/5/40. M 010565/40.
'PETRARCH. Patrol report 12/5-

26/5/40. Scuttling 
of Danish TERTEUEN.
Capture of Danish 
IMivlA :UEL.

Force Fork (Landing L of P.6-21 May (M 010469/40). 
of Marines In Iceland)
PELICAN.
BERWICK, operation 

FORK.
SEAWOLF.
Leith and Oranton.

SHARK.
SHEFFIELD.

V.A.C.lSth C.S.

R. of P. 25/4 - 6/5/40. M 09725/40.
R. of P. 7-11 May, (M 09981/40.)

Patrol report 6/5-19/5/40. M. 010305.
far diary 1/5 to 14/5. T. 3. D. 4156/40

Unimportant.
Patrol report 7/5-24/5/40. M010260/40.
R. of P. 21/4 - 2/5/40. M. 08958/40.

Aandalsnes evacuation.
War Diary 15/4 -2/5/40. T.3.D. 4137/40. 

Aandalsnes <fe Molde Evacuation.
SUNFISH. Patrol report 28/4-15/5/40. M. 09895/40.



VAR DIARIES. R.of P. 

FIONA.

R.A. ,Invertordon. 
CHAKLA.

Convoy HX. 35. 
Ymuiden.

Quixote.

Valentine.

CIRCE.

Rotterdam -

THETIS French S/m. 

y 2. C.S.

JACKAL and JAVELIN.

SUMMARIES Ac. RECEIVED FOR THE MONTH OF 
MAY 1940V

R. of P, 3/5-13/5/40. M. 010242/40. 
Contraband Control, Mediterranean.

Jar Diary. 1/5-14/5/40. T.S.D. 4153/40.
R. of P. 23/4-5/5/40. M. 010237/40. 

Contraband Control, Mediterranean.
R. of P. 14/4 - 3/5/40. M. 00 345/40.
Report of operations at 10/5 - 11/5.
V. A. 2. C.S. M. 09345/40.
Operation Quixote. R.of P. JACKAL,
JAVELIN, JAGUAR. M. 010209/40.
Report on operation Valentine (Faroes).
A. 0. , R.M. , No. P.P. 1948.
Patrol report 16-19 May 1940 
(M.010960/40. )
0130/17 sighted two warships, probabljr 
destroyers.
0120/17 Cammed by LA 3IBYLLE. Damage slight.
Report of German invasion 10/5 by
Cdr. F. C. Hartley R. N. R, an N. C. 0.' Rotterdam.
( T. D. 621/40. )

Naval matter is indexed chronologically 
in Diary.
R.of P. 16/5-25/5/40. No incidents.
N. I.D./02267/40.
Jar Diary 16/5-31/5/40. Bombardment 
of Batteries at Calais by GALATEA ^6/5.
T.S.D.4412/40.

R. of P., off Norway 27/4 - 12/5.
(M. 010157/40).



TAR DIARIES. R.of P, SU MMARIES &C. RECEIVED >’0R THE MONTH OP
MAY 1940.

TRIBUNE. Patrol report 12/5 - 28/5.
N, 0.1. C. Sunderland. ar Diary No. 7 2/5 - 1/6 T.3.D. 5137/40.
ANTI OPE.

VIMY.

R. A. Invergordon.

N. 0.1.G..Tees. 
Hartlepool

French submarine patrol report 16/5 - 
28/5. N. I. D. 02291/40.
R. of P. .Coast of Holland. 12/5 - 15/5. 
M. 09590/40.
War Diary 15/5 - 31/5. T.3.D. 4661/40. 
Magnetic mine-sweeping. Schemes for 
defence and immobilisation.
Tar Diary 15/5 - 31/5 T. S .D.5161/40. 
Almost entirely f'inesweepin?-.





MOST SECRET.

A ar D ia r y .

British
Air
Activity.

5.5.40.
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Air.
Proposing the enemy ships reported 
in his 0921/5 (See Enem^y 
Intelligence) be attacked by a/c's. 
Duration of dark hours will not 
permit use of M.T.B's from Harwich 
(C.in C. Nore O940/ 5 ).

Destroyer 
for Poland.

2035.

1 5 14 .

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Mediterranean.
H.M.S. GARLAND was turned over to 
Polish Navy on Friday, 3/5.
(C.in C., Med., 1108/5).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.
Submarines Reported.
U-boat seen YNFV 4236 by two 
trawlers for half an hour.
Reliable report, which suggests the 
possibility of a U-Boat operating in 
the Clyde approaches or on passage 
further south. Other U-boats are 
undoubtedly operating in waters off 
the Northern Norwegian Coast. It is 
considered that the majority of 
available U-boats are still under
going refitting prior to further 
activity. (H.^., C.C., 1720/5).
Submarines Attacked.
By ARABI3 (M .0 1 3 1 6 2 /4 0 ) .



MOST SECRET.

HOME COMMANDS. 
Operations.

War Diary.
8.5.40.
Wednesday,

Shipping 
St opped.

Dutch Coast. 824
Received 0935 DE P C H of TTT. 
Shipping prohibited in Netherlands 
territorial waters off the Coast of 
Texel and Vlieland up to the 3 miles 
limit joining the prohibited area of 
Texel in the south and Terschelling.
5 red, white, blue buoys with top 
marks indicate the outer limits of 
this prohibited area. (No T.O.O., 
reed. 1100/8, from N. Foreland Radio.)

Troop Convoys.
F.P.5. Convoy F.P.5, K0UT0UBIA, COMPIEGNE,

CHANTILLY and EXPLQRATEUR GRANDIDIER 
escorted by GUEPARD, LEOPARD, VALMY, 
sailed at 1330 G.M.T. speed 12 knots. 
(Admiral Quest, 1358/8).

FOREIGN STATIONS 
Mediterranean.

Shipping “A'Message at Home and Abroad. 107A.
Resumed. Date 8.5.40.

My 1830/27 and my 1845/28. Until 
further orders British and Norwegian 
ships from West Coast of India and 
Persian Gulf board for U.K. may proceed 
through the Mediterranean.
Instructions in my 1830/27 regarding 
ships from Colombo or East of Colombo 
remain in force. (A.C.N.S. 0045/8.).



• V

A
Z l k '  '

Operations 
10-25 May, 
on Dutch, 
Belgian 
& French 
coasts.

Report by Flag Officer Dover (Vice-Admiral Sir B.H. 
Ramay) of 6/7/40 on Operations conducted from 10-25 
May on Dutch, Belgian, French coasts gives an account 
of (i) demolition parties at the hook, Boulogne,
(ii) landing of Royal Marine Detachment at Hook 
(May 190, (iii) landing of composite battalion of 
Guards at the Hook (May 13), (operation MHarpoon")* 
(iv) Evacuation of Royal Marines and Guards from 
the Hook (May 14) (operation "Ordnance") (v)
Attempted evacuation of Dutch army, May 15.

, . (vi) Support of left flank of French Array in
Of.v -A-rScheldt^ and air protection to Flushing Ferry.

(vii) Evacuation of Boulogne (May 22-24) (viii) 
Operations off Calais (May 22026)
(M. 013316/40.) '



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
HOME GOML-ANDS. 
Operations.

10.5.1940. 
Friday.

JOLLIETTE

Enemy a/c's 
brought down.

CITY OF BRUSSELS.

Belgian and Dutch Coast.
200 Germans landed by parachutes on 
Dutch aerodrome F/kduin near the Hague. 
Thought to be British and were not fired 
on by the Dutch.
(N.A., Hague, 0815/10).
Reported that 1200 German troops in 
Dutch uniform have captured aerodrome 
at Rotterdam. (V.A., Dover, 1352/10).
2000 ton (?Belgian) barge, bombed and 
sunk 1900/l0 in canal at Capelle au Bois 
below Laken (Interview with master of
S.S. CITY OF BRUSSELS).
CITY OF BRUSSELS brougfrt down a German 
plane (he examined the wreckage) during 
air raid on Capelle au Bois. Second one 
apparently damaged (Interview with Master, 
Capt. T.N. Murray).
Air.
Enemy Air Activity.
Shot down enemy A/C in Brussels Canal 
1900/10 (B. of T. Form A.A.).

SHEFFIELD.

WHITSHED.

ASEITY.

AV0NW00D

Operation R.M. 
7Rhine etc.)

Attacked 1544/10 in 56° 2 7 'N. 3° 4 7 »E.
No hits or damage. SHEFFIELD fired 
147 rounds H.E., MANCHESTER (in company)
28 rounds. Enemy a/c released bombs far 
too early to have had any chance of 
success (M.011314/40 H.M.S. MANCHESTER and 
SHEFFIELD, report of air attacks on 10/5^.
Destroyer, damaged by Air Attack about 
1800/l0, off Ymuiden, 16 casualties. 
(Details in F.O. Dover, M.013316).
A/C flew over vessel at 1730/10 while 
being towed in the Downs owing to engine 
failure. 100 rounds fired from Bren gun. 
Believed hits were recorded. ( I D . ,
7328, 20/5).
A/C. Attack. 51° 32| N. 1° 25’ E.
(I.D. Form A.A.)
Minlnp;.
Operation R.M. - Mine laying in Rhine, 
Moselle, Meuse - 3007 mines - May 10 to 24-. 
(Commander R.S. Wellby's report,
M.019435/40).



MOST SECRET.

'.Var Diary.

Ymulden. y

Flushing* 

Hook.

Lodingen• 
Area.

12.5.1940.
Sunday._____

HOME COMMANDS.
Operat Ions.

j Dutch Coast. '^
Following for Dirmilint, London, from 
Heywood Mission TGH 8. Admiral 
Commanding Zeeland informs me Dutch 
Admiralty report possibility of German 
landing by sea and river on Dutch Coast 
tonight Sunday. Unable to state degree 
reliability. Situation mainland at 
1800/12. Tillburg doubtful, occupied 
by D L M or German. Breda held by 
25th French Division. Advanced elements 
Beauchene Cavalry Group holding water 
line Breda River mark Standdaarbuitn 
River Dintel Dintelsas, Headquarters of 
main body Bergen Optzoo. Zuid Beveland 
Dutch 1 Battalion, Rilland Isthmus 
2 Battalions, Hansweert Yerseke,
1 Battalion northcoast, supported by
2 groups of field artillery. I Company 
Nord Beveland Peel Division arrive 
Walcheren. French, 1 Battalion
Goes Gas van Goes, 2 Battalions 
Arnemuiden Middelburg area. Flushing 
raided early morning and very heavy 
1100 to 1140 damage considerable.
Dutch gunboat sunk 20 missing.
Ferry 3 piers badly damaged.
Casualties of troops and civilians 
under 100. (KIMBERLEY, 2340/12).
Report of Operations off Ymuiden, night 
of May 11-12. by Vice-Adm. Edward-Collins 
V.A. 2 C.S. in GALATEA. (M.09262/40).
KIMBERLEY, R. of P.H. Dutch coast 12/5, 
13/5 (M.010304/40).
Situation at 0830. (HYPERION 0840/12 
to G.in C. Nore).

Norway. ^
Embarked Col. Gubbins and 100 men.
Further 350 in Norwegian steamer 
convoyed by JAVELIN. Both proceeding 
to Bodo. (YORK 0444/12, to F.O.I.C. 
Narvik).
Narvik.
Admty. 1744/9, para. 5. Views on use 
of Lodingen in connection with defences 
of Narvik area base. Defences arranged 
for (details). Lodingen is 35 miles 
from Harstad and communications are 
unreliable. An N.0. in charge is 
essential. A/S protection can only be 
provided by maintaining 3 A/S trawlers 
on patrol. Minesweeping in southern 
part of Ijolsunde will be necessary. 
Although major repairs, docking, etc., - 
will be carried out at Harstad, small ’

/maintenance ...



Lodingen maintenance staff will be necessary at
Area. (c'ontd.) Lodingen. (N.A. Narvik, 1940/12).

■

WILD SWAN. 
Flushing.

VENOMOUS

Tankers on 
Danube.

KOEK

Enemy Air Activity.
Report of Enemy Air Attack. (M.010245).
German A/C dropped about 20 bombs on 
Flushing (KIMBERLEY 1155/12).
Attacked 0850/12 in 51° 59* N. 4° 4' E. 
No damage (M. 010535/40)

FOREIGN STATIONS.
Me di t erranean.
Belgrade states unconfirmed but persistent 
reports that Germans have stopped tankers 
descending Danube. (N.A. Bucharest 
2258/12).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.
Ships Attacked.
Sunk by Mine at Rotterdam. Interview 
with Master and Chief Officer.
T.D. Shipping Casualties: 18 May 40)
Mined off Vlardingen 12/5. 1 W (T.D.621/40)

French S/M Report attack by enemy S/M.
AMAZONE U-boat incidents Report No.251.

\



Operations. 
Norway.

ESKIMO. 
protection.

Ymulden.

VERSATILE.

s»3» BUSSOM. 
Dutch.
KINGSTON, 
attack on 
British a/c.

SSTETI

Proceed Skjel Fiord and protect 
ESKIMO from air attack. When relieved 
by VINDICTIVE proceed Lavangs Fiord. 
(F.O., Narvik to F.O.C. 20 C.S., 
2126/13).

Dutch Coast.
KIMBERLEY R. of P. 12/5, 13/5
(M.010304/40) Bombed by a/c, no damage.

Bombed 0630. (B. of T. Form A.A.).

H.M.S. KINGSTON, during k/A firing south 
of Portland Bill at 1135/l3, was 
approached by 6 heavy bombers in 
formation. As they did not identify 
themselves, fire was opened. No apparent 
damage was done, and aircraft were 
subsequently Identified as Wellingtons. 
(N.O.I.C. Portland, War Diary T.S.D., 
4936/40).
Bombed in 52° 12' N. 4° 1* E. no damage 
(M.010304/40).

Enemy Air Activity.
Destroyer, at Hook of Holland, 2^40/13, 

by bomb, raked by machine-gunfire; 
engine room put out of action, many 
killed and wounded; towed back to 
England. (F.O. Dover in M.013315/40)

RAETIA S/T 

ST. DEN NT * S

0140.

Shipping.
Sighting of HEIDEBJORN (?) flying 
white ensign heading for Hafnasfjord 
(M.010369/40).
Scuttled at Rotterdam to prevent falling 
into enemy's hands (T.D. 621/40).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.
Submarines Attacked.
By H.M.T. CAPE PORTLAND (K.012354/40).



MOST SECRET.

War D ia r y .

Dutch Naval 
Staff.

Patrols.

Norv;e ~la n Ships, 
Communications. 
etc.

A/C
Destroyed by 
H.T.B.

VILLE DE BRUGES

14.5.40.
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS ♦
Operations . */ (j
Dutch Coast.
My 1601. Join me forthwith in position 
520 3 5 » n ., 3° 29* E., with or without 
Dutch Naval Staff. (Capt. D.l to 
VIVACIOUS, VENETIA, 1731/14).

Narvik.
patrols to be maintained.

(a) Destroyers as detailed by H.M.S. FAME, 
off Narvik, 2, to be reduced shortly to 1; 
off Baroy, 1; Vaags Fiord Patrol, E., 1.
(b) A/S trawlers a 3 detailed by X.D.O., 
North of Baroy, 2 ; West of Hoi, 1;
Vaags Fiord Patrol, A.B.C., 3.
(c) 3 A/S trawlers to be sailed by X.D.O. 
to Tromso forthwith.
(d) Skjel Fiord will no longer be used. 
(F.O., Narvik, 1510/14).
Admty. 1712/12. Naval Attache reports (l) 
2 submarines, B.l, B.3, 9 small craft and 
whalers, 2 fishery protection sloops,
9 fishing smacks, 3 small steamers,
1 icebreaker.
(2 ). No regular communication by sea or 
land. Occasional communication by sea.
It Is hoped to establish a 3-day weekly 
service after Narvik is occupied by Allies 
Roads will notbe completed before August 
at the earliest. Gaps in 4 places 15 to 
20 kilometres In all. (F.O. Narvik, 
143l/l4).

British Air Activity.
1 German seaplane, believed to be a 
Dornier was brought down by M.T.B.24 and 
observed to sink off Ymuiden at 2215 
B.S.T., on Tuesday May 14. (V.3, Senior
Officer 3rd M.T.B. Flotilla, 0902/16).

Enemy Air Activity.
Attacked by machine gun from 0715.
A second machine appeared and dropped 
2 bombs, both hit and blew about 60 ft. 
of the starboard side out. Ship beached, 
took fire almost immediately, helped by 
lubricating oil which was on deck, having 
been only taken on board the previous 
night. Wreck well in the mud. Landed at 
Doel. Report of Interview with Capt. A. 
Rothwell, Master, Trade Div. 17/5.

/ CHOBRY ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary* 

CEOBRY.

ACHILLE
KEITH ) 
VERITY)
v iv er i; )

iOREAS and 
BRILLIANT.

WIVERN

Use of .aircraft.

HOLS COMIIANDS.
Air.
Enemy Air Activity.
2340/14 67° 40* N
Low Dive bombing attack by 3 a/c. 
Thought to be Heinkel Ills. 6-9 bombs 
released. 2 bombs hit amidships 
Machine gunned decks. Ship burnt 
fiercely. (Commanding Officer, 
WOLVERINE 22/5).
Attacked by a/c on patrol (M.011117/40)
Attacked 5 miles from Hook breakwater, 
bombs dropped. Ho damage to KEITH and 
VERITY but WIVERN sustained damage and 
casualties. (M.010299/40).

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.
Destroyers May 14/1400, collided off the 
Hook of Holland. BRILLIANT had fore 
compartments flooded.
Destroyer, at 1715/14, in 52° N. 4° E.
3 miles from Hook of Holland was bombed. 
Bomb struck water 1 0 yards from port 
side, caused a fire and explosion, 
killing 10 men and seriously injuring 
30 and gutting after part of ship.
(M.013316/40).

FOREIGN STATIONS.
East Indies.
A 242 14th May. Reference item 14 (and 5) 
of minute Fort Sudan 123. Have given 
further full consideration to use of 
bombers for counter battery bombardments 
during naval attacks and whilst fully 
appreciating naval point of view much 
regret unable to accept this commitment 
on general grounds stated by my 
representative at conference. Ref. 
item 8 . Although R.A.F. cannot guarantee 
to undertake reconnaissance in focal 
areas in gulf of Suez, it should normally 
be possible to provide this assistance 
either by R.A.F. or Egyptian A.F. Will 
have to decide on each occasion 
according to commitments and situation 
elsewhere at the same time. Reference 
item 11. Target register in post to you. 
(A.0. C .in C., M.E., 1642/14, to R.A.C.
4 G.S.).

14.5.40.
Tuesday.

(Contd.)
I. 13° 50* W.

830



y.ar Diar?/-,
15.5.1940.
Wedne3day.

MOST SECRET,

HOKE COMMANDS.
Operations.
Dutch Coast - Demolition

Demolition parties from Ymuiden and Hook report as follows
All oil at Amsterdam and Rotterdam destroyed 
and consider fire must have caused enormous
damage.
Ymuiden. All 3 locks destroyed and south 
channel blocked. 2 tugs 2 harbour launches 
and 4 motor lighters sunk in basin and 
2 tugs at entrance to south lock. Dutch 
undertook to blow up guns in -Fort.
Hook report Cominander Hill and 3 ratings 
killed when pilot cutter with gold mined. 
Railway Station points and rolling stock 
blown up. A n  charges placed to destroy 
guns, but Dutch refused to allow parties 
to fire charges, undertaking to do so 
themselves. A n  charges placed for 
destruction of quays and toppling of cranes. 
Charges were not fired owing to order 
received at last minute by telephone giving 
instructions on no account to fire them. 
Crane mechanism destroyed. Despite 
continuous bombing and machine gunning
farty suffered no casualties.C.in C. Nore 2104/15).

Norway - French Troops to Re-Embark.
Please stop disembarkation of troops and 
stores from MASSILIA. Ship should re-embark 
as soon as possible all troops and stores 
belonging to Deuxieme De Demie Brigade 
De Chasseurs which were unloaded at 
Birkenhead and be ready to sail for Clyde. 
Please inform MASSILIA and report to F.O. 
Greenock when ship will be ready to sail. 
(Admiral Commandant, Force Z, 1525/15, to 
F.O. Liverpool).
Plan for re-embarking Deuxiewe Division 
Legere de Chasseurs is now as follows:-
(A) K0UT0UBIA, COMPIEGNE, CHANTILLY, 
EX.PL0RATEUR GRANDIDIER will re-embark all 
troops animals and stores which they had 
recently disembarked in Clyde. These four 
ships will be sailed as soon as ready.
(B) MASSILIA is to return to Clyde from 
Liverpool after having re-embarked troops 
and stores of Deuxiewe Delmie-Brigade which 
had already unloaded at Birkenhead. Her 
arrival at Greenock is expected on 17th May.
(C) All elements of Deuxieme Division Legere 
Chasseurs (troops animals and stores) other 
than those mentioned in (A) and (B) will be 
re-embarked in Clyde as soon as possible
on board MASSILIA, MEXI^UE,VILLE DE MAJUNGA 
and possibly another ship if necessary. 
Detailed distribution on each ship will be 
given to you by C0]_0nei Durand commanding 
Deuxieme Division Legere.
(F.L.O., Greenock, 2308/15 to P.S.T.O.Glasgow)



MOST SECRET.

French Ships.

WINCHESTER. 

VALENTINE.

VALENTINE. 

HUSSAR♦

Operation P.C.

Italian Threat, 
Shipping.

War D ia r y .
HOME COL.. AN PS. 
Operations. 
Narvik.

15.5.1940.
Wednesday.

French ships MEXI^UE, CHEMONCEAUX, 
COLOMBIE, escorted by ECHO and BRAZEN and 
French cruiser EPERVIER, arrived narstad. 
(F.O., Narvik, 2100/15).

Enemy Air Activity.
Destroyer, at 0432/15 off Belgian coast, 
bombed, near miss, damage to dynamo and 
turbine had to return to Dover.
(M.013316/40).
Destroyer at 1430/15 patrolling off 
Terneuzen, near Flushing, hit by bomb; 
fire in cordite magazine; boiler exploded; 
23 men killed and 26 injured (of whom 
8 died later). Ship was beached 1 mile 
west of Terneuzen and abandoned.
(M.013316/40).
Report of loss by enemy air attack.
M.010364/40.
Damaged in attack on 4th and 6th M/S.F. 
off Dutch coast (M.010306/40).

Mining.
Mine sweeping off Dutch coast. R. of P. 
14 - 15 Kay. (M.010306/40.) By 4th and 
6th M/S .F. ij fi.Z.f 3'e.

FOREIGN STATIONS.
East Indies.
My 0628/2. Request arrangements may be 
made to keep me informed of ships on 
East Indies Station which are carrying 
important consignments of fuel, provisions 
and stores for ships and forces in E. 
Mediterranean, so that in event of war with 
Italy and Red Sea being closed I may 
divert such ships to Bombay to await 
convoy to Suez. (C.in C. E.I., 1331Z/15)

/— Moaitorranoan-r



MOST SECRET

i0£'

War Diary
17.5.191+0 
Friday c; ̂  ̂

HOME COMMANDS

Minelaying
British Air Activity
Operation "Bottle" R of P., 
aerial minelaying off Norwegian 
Coast 17/5. C.O. , R.N., Air 
Station Hatston’s No 3^23 of 
20/5 (M. 010300/140)

EFFINGHAM

e

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS
Loss of. Report in T.S.D. 5262/1+0 
(R.A. Anti-Aircraft Ships 16-31 
May 19U0)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

1352
Submarines Attacked 
By VIRGINIA (M. 011300/1+0)



War Diary
HOME COMMANDS

18.5.1940 f ^ -A 
Saturday

Air-Enemy Air Activity /£-
s *Attacked by A/C at Dieppe. Ship abandonedHUBBASTONE

KEITH

SIRIUS

Trondheim

ANGLO
Captured

Ho casualties. (Report by master, Shipping 
Casualties Section, Trade Division) »

Attacked 1526 in 51° 20’ N., 2° 1 6 ’ E . , 
No damage (M. 010521/40)

Norwegian. Sunk by a Heinkel 18/5 near 
Tromso (T.S.D. 4388/40, V. A. C. 1st C.S. 
War Diary 16-31 May 1940)

Enemy Intelligence
Report great military activity prevails 
there, local transport being collected. 
German G.H. Q. reported in Trondheim.
U-Boats reported to be discharging oil unto J 
main oil tanks at Trondheim. No other 
shipping has been seen for some time.
(A.A. Stockholm 1650/18)

Panamanian (2978 tons) reported captured 
by the Germans at Bergen. 18/5 (D.O.R. 312)

FOREIGN STATIONS

My 0523/13. Consul, Sourabaya, reports 
crew of Danish ship mutinied against re
moval of Danish flag. Dutch flag now 
flying. Expect crew will be interned. 
(C.O.I.S. Far East, Singapore, 0414Z/18)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN ft MINI 1TG

Submarines Attacked

China

By H.M.T. CAPE WARWICK M. 010476/40. 
Considered non-sub (wreck of tanker ARNE 
KJODE)



r MALCOLM

INDUNA

SAGACITY
m 7v
ST. ANDREW

ACHILLE

- MALCOLM

PEMBROKE COAST

Italian 
Situation ✓

Destroyer bombed off West Hinder, 1925/20, 
(in about 51° 19' N., 2° 12’ E., ) Pour 
bombs 20 feet off bridge and six close 
astern; 2 men killed, 19 wounded, of v/hom 
2 died.
Steamjoints broken, had to proceed to 
Portsmouth for repairs. (M. 013316/1+0)
Bombed 2300/20 12’ 8. of Beachy Head.
Some damage (i.D.Form A.A.)
Bombed 22^5/20 2* S of Aldeborough L/V No 
damage, (i.D. Form A.A.)
Bombed by A/C’s and shelled by shore 
batteries at Dunkirk and Gravelines 
between 20/5 and 31/5* No damage, no 
casualties (Board of Trade)
Attacked on patrol 08LO by English aircraft 
while in the security zone. Some damage.
(M. 011117AO)
Attack by aircraft 21+6° West Hinder Light, 
9.6 miles Damage from near misses.
(M. 010370/140)
CASUALTIES & DEFECTS
Set on fire by flames at oil wharf, Narvik. 
Sunk by gun fire from H.M.Ships (Board of 
Trade)
FOREIGN STATIONS 
Mediterranean
Yugoslav General Staff to-day informs me 
that May 19 one Italian destroyer and two 
tugs, each towing a monitor armed with one 
5.9 in. gun, one 7 in. gun and two A/A 
guns, arrived at Zara. Events in Rome 
appear slightly more reassuring. (A.1T.A. , 
Belgrade, 1800/20)



War Diary Wednesday
HOME COMMANDS

Air-Eneray Air Activity
GRONINGEN British, 1205 tons. Bombed at 0630 v/hile

at anchor in Imbleteu.se Roads, north of 
Boulogne, and machine gunned. Shot down 
aircraft with Lewis gun. No damage to 
ship (D.E.M.S. Staff Officer, Southampton, 
Report of 27 May 1940)

BELGRAVIAN British 3136 tons. Attacked by aircraft 6 m
S.W. Dungeness 0030/22. Bombs dropped, 
near misses. No casualties (Attacks on M /V’s 
by aircraft)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked
PUNSTER GRANGE Torpedoed 1+9° 20’ N. , 8° 1*0* W. , 2046/22

off Scilly Isles. Ship escaped, after 
firing on S/M. Pipes damaged, but repaired. 
(Report by Master, Shipping Casualties 
Section Trade Division)

Submarines Attacked
By DEPTFORD and WHITEHALL. Report of 
attack on U-Boat (M. 013168/40)



MOST SECRET.MOST SECRET.

WAR DIARY.
23.5m40m 
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.
a i r . 8 % 7

BELGRAVIAN. British 3136 tons. Attacked "by A/C while 
anchored in Downs 0300/23. Dive bombing. 
No hits.
(Attacks on M/V's by A/C.)

DEVONSHIRE. Attacked by A/C at Tromso. No damage. 
(T.S.D. 4388/40 V.A.C. 1st C.S. War Diary 
16-31 May 1940.)

MASHOBRA. Grounding and subsequent loss, at Harstad 
(M011170/40 R.M. Portress Unit - Progress Dept: 
6-27 May 1940).

Y/HITSHED. Destroyers in Boulogne at 1830/23, 
bombed, 1 killed and 13 wounded, ship 
net damaged.

KEITH. Destroyer.

Ships
Attacked.

U/Boat Campaign and Mining.
ALSTER. (Captured German ship used by British), 

unsuccessfully attacked by TRUANT in error 
on passage from Kirkenes to U.K.
(TRUANT 1010/13) (T.S.D. 4388/40 V.A.C. 1st 
C.S. War Diary 16-31 May 1940.

Submarines
Attacked.

By ROCHESTER 49° ll'N., 08° 45’W. Good 
contact. 6 dc’s dropped. Result Doubtful. 
(M.O. 13177/40).

V



War Diary

Calais

Calais.

ARK ROYAL y

ST JTJLIEN

VIMIERA

24.5.1940
Friday

MOST SECRET

HOME COMMANDS

/ Operations-French Coast
Following received from WOLFHOUND: Troopers 
London, from C.M.D.G., Calais. Am being 
heavily shelled. Line being stabilised in 
town but am extended over wide front in 
endeavour to keep enemy off harbour. 
Reinforcements urgent. 1904 (V. A.Dover, 
1939/24)

2nd C.S. have not detailed information of 
Dover district. It will not be possible to 
reach bombardment area before dark. Request 
information as to position of our own land 
force. If practicable propose bombarding 
from vicinity of No 9 Buoy. (C.S. 2., to 
Admty., 1735/24)

Air-British Air Activity
Six aircraft bombed land position on 
St. Inglevert-Calais road i mile S.S.E. of 
Chalk Pit at 1 6 1 5 . 24- 25olb bombs dropped,
post severely damaged. One A/C failed to 
return. The striking force first searched 
for and failed to locate a land battery W. 
of Calais covering the harbour. Alternative 
target as above was then attacked. (Chatham 
H.Q., C.C., 2015/24)

Combat Reports. 
No 800 Squadron
No 801 “
No 803 "
No 810 "
No 820 " (C.A. 0414/40)

Enemy Air Activity
Bombed and machine gunned by aircraft and 
shelled by shore batteries while carrying 
wounded, between 24/5 and 3 1/ 5 , off Calais, 
Gravelines and Dunkirk. Slight damage. 
(Board of Trade)

R. of enemy and attack 24/5. (M. 011124/40) 
4 miles west of Calais. Attacked by about 
18 aircraft. Very badly shaken by bombs 
of which 2 patterns exploded right under 
ship. Question of ships fitted with dual 
fire control arrangements. L.A. and H.A. , 
for shore bombardments when air attack is 
probable.



War Diary
FOREIGN STATIONS

2lu 5.1 91+0 
Friday

EGHOLM
SKAANE
SOBORG

83.9
North Atlantic
(Danish) Arranged for them to sail from 
Lisbon to be captured and escorted to 
Gibraltar to join convoy for U.K., fully 
loaded with cargo for U.K. (Method 
adopted to avoid reprisals on their families 
in Denmark) (N.C.S.O. Lisbon, 1700/21+)

America & West Indies
Suspected Ref. 181+1+/23 from Admty. , vessel similar
Raider to LLTMARK reported seen CAPULET. CAPULET

reported on arrival at Trinidad that her 
noon position 20/5 was 0 3° 1+0’ R. > 1+7° UO’ 
W. , (C. in C. , A.W.I., 2215/21+)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

KYMA
Ships Attacked
Greek, 3993 tons. Toroedoed and sunk 
oo2o/2l+ 1+8° 30’ N. , 9® 30’ W. , S/M not 
sighted. Crew in boats for 20 hours. 
Sighted by R.A.F. plane and picked up by 
H.M.S. ENCHANTRESS (i.D.Form Attacks on 
Merchant vessels by enemy Submarines)
(M. 010292/1+0)



25.5•40• Saturday

Operation S.F. (Blocking of Zeebrugge).
HOMS COMMANDS.

Report of Operations E.F. (Blocking of 
Zeebrugge) (M.C#10757/40). I

840 I

FOREIGN STATIONS. 

South Atlantic.

Your 0929/24. Matter has been taken up v/ith 
French and Portuguese. French urged to keep 
A.xM.C. in vicinity and prepare effective 
counter measures. Portuguese urged at once 
to send effective force to prevent coup. 
Measures also taken for Azores.
(Hd. of M. to C.in C. S.A. , 2142/25).



WAR DIARY.
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS<

MOST SECRET.

27.5,1940.
Monday.

84 i
BIARRITZ. British 2388 tons. 0540/27. Shelled 4 m N.E. 

Calais while acting as troop transport 
1 killed superficial damage, (Shipping Casual
ties 136809 r.

SBQ.UACITY <

aUEEN OF 
THE CHANNEL.

British M/V. Sunk by gunfire from Shore 
Batteries off coast between Calais and 
Boulogne at about 0900/27. Report from 
Sgt. W.T. Hinds, her Bren Gunner.
(M.010596/40).

Bringing 950 troops from Dunkirk. Bombed 
and sunk by enemy A/C. No lives lost. 
(Board of Trade).

Ships
Attacked.
SHEAF MEAD, 
Sunk.

U/Boat Campaign and Mining.

On way to Philadelphia 43° 48’N . , 12° 32' W. 1250/27, violent explosion abaft engine room.
Ship went down in 2 minutes. S/M 5 yards 
av/ay. S/M crew took photographs of crew in 
the v/ater, offered no assistance, 3 men died, 
on raft - 6 men on upturned life boat, lost 
after being in water 25 hours. Picked up by 
Greek FRANCOULA B. GOULANDRES which took^ 
Survivors (b) to Queenstovm. (interview with 
Chief Engineer SHEAF MEAD. Shipping Casualties! 
Trade Division.)



HOMS COMMANDS.

28.5.1940. 
Tuesday.

842

Final
Assault
and
Capture.

Operations - Narvik.
Report from C.O. CAIRO, giving details 
of damage to ship (M010964N/40).
CAIRO arrived in Narvik area on 9/5, and 
between 11/5 and 27/5 and had been in action 
daily v/ith enemy aircraft except for 13/5 and 
19/5, during Y/hich 162 bombing attacks 
carried out on CAIRO and ships and shore 
objectives in immediate vicinity. On 27/5 
state of armament v/as that only one 4-in. 
mounting could be considered effective and 
reliable. A. of F. Lord Cork embarked and 
hoisted his flag shortly after 1800/27.
The bombardment v/ith 4-in. and 2-pdr. p.m-pom 
was carried out in accordance v/ith operation 
orders and subsequent calls for fire from 
French authorities ashore. Targets indicated 
were accurately engaged. At 0420/28, a 
Junkers 88 attacked from 18,000 ft. Subse
quently attacks v/ere made by about 20 to 24 
aircraft on bombarding ships. At 0541, three 
Heinkels attacked from 18,000 ft., released 
about 20 bombs simultaneously. Greater 
number missed to port, one near miss aft 
causing tv/o casualties at "Y” gun and minor 
damage to circuits of "Y" gun; another near 
miss forv/ard blev/ in two scuttles on the main 
deck level, holed ship’s side above v/aterline, 
and caused one casualty at "A" gun. The tyro 
extreme bombs of the pattern hit the ship, 
one before the bridge on the pom-pom deck and 
one betv/een the funnels. (Details of bomb 
hits and damage).

HIRD.
Air.
Norv/egian 4950 tons. Bombed by enemy 
Reached Port. (Shipping Casualties.)

aircraft.

Operation 
R.M. /

BNSSIONE 
HENRY.

Mining,
About 100 mines per night are being launched 
in the Rhine.

Shipping.
Warning message has been sent to all 
authorities to prepare for the diversion of 
shipping to v/est coast ports. (M.S.M.)

Casualties and Defects.
Lands End intercepted at 0733/28 G.M.T.,S.0.S. 
from ship believed to be ENSEIGNE QENRY 
(French Q.V.) sinking as result of explosion 
in261C. Finnisterre 80 miles.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0944/28 to CHESHIRE^{T.S.D.5212/40)1

*



IviOST SECRET

CLAN MACALISTER

ISLE OF GUERNSEY

GRAFTON

Aircraft
Minesweeping

29.5.19¥)
W ednesday

HOME COMMANDS

843Air-Enemy Air Activity
B r i t i s h ,  6787 t o n s ,  O .H .M .S ., bombed b y  
enemy A /C , D u n k irk , 1 5 4 5 /2 9 . 3 d i r e c t  h i t sv e s s e l  c a u g h t  f i r e  and  w as e v e n t u a l l y  
a b a n d o n e d . 18 l i v e s  l o s t .  S u r v iv o r s  
b r o u g h t  to  D over b y  m in e sw e e p e r . (M in u te  
S h e e t  and  B. o f  T. C a s u a l t i e s )

H o s p i t a l  C a r r i e r ,  bombed an d  m a c h in e  
gunned  b y  enemy a i r c r a f t  E n g l i s h  C h a n n e l 
a b o u t  1 9 3 0 /2 9 , 51 • 8 N. , 2 .1 0  E. , w h i le  r e s c u i n g  a  B r i t i s h  A irm an  fro m  t h e  s e a .
One A .B . s e r i o u s l y  i n j u r e d  b y  m a c h in e  gun  
b u l l e t s  when a s s i s t i n g  t h e  s u r v i v o r s  t o  b o a r d  t h e  s h i p .  V e s s e l  s u s t a i n e d  s u p e r 
f i c i a l  dam age and  a b l e  to  p r o c e e d .  (M in u te  
S h e e t  & B. o f  T . )

E -B o a ts
R e p o r t  o f  L o ss  w h i le  en g ag ed  i n  e v a c u a t i o n  
o f  D u n k irk . ( M. 01171 2 /4 0 )

FOREIGN STATIONS

M e d ite r r a n e a n
Adm ty. 1 9 4 6 /2 0 , r e  a i r c r a f t  f l y i n g  to  
E g y p t f o r  m a g n e tic  m in e sw e e p in g  S u ez  C a n a l .  
One a i r c r a f t  c r a s h e d  B i z e r t a ,  tw o o t h e r s  
r e q u i r e  new e n g in e s ,  o f  w h ic h  t h e r e  a r e  no 
s p a r e s  i n  B g y p t. C o n s id e r  minimum o f  
s i x  a i r c r a f t  s h o u ld  b e  a v a i l a b l e  i n  E g y p t. 
(C . i n  C . , Med. 1 8 5 1 /2 9 )



MONIQUE
SCHIAFINQ,

M I L L S  BREZE.

SHARPSHOOTER,

Ships
Attacked.
STANKALL
Sunk.

CARARC, 
Mines and 
Sunk.

S/Ms.
Attacked.

Evacuation of B.E.F. from Dunkirk. Great 
opportunity missed during the night, only 3 
drifters arrived. Some craft now loaned 
unsuitable in daylight. No water or food 
yet provided on Dunkirk beach for large 
number of troops. Sporadic bombing, 
lighters most necessary.
(S.N.O. (A) Dunkirk 0755/30).
Casualties and Defects.
French (3236 tons) reported sunk? by A/C at 
Dunkirk (D.S.)

Explosion which sunk her was caused by one of 
her torpedoes. (T.S.D. 4587/40).

Report of damage sustained in collision 
(M011442/40).

U/Boat Campaign and Mining.

Sunk by explosion, probably torpedo 150 mis. 
S.W. Lands End. 1825/30.
(U/Boat Incidents Report 269 1067).

Off Braksea Lt. Vessel. Report by Master . 
(Trade Div. Shipping Casualties Section).

By WESTON 52° 23’N . , 02° Ol'E. 5 attacks made, 
S/M sunk all crew rescued. (M011171/40).



MOST SECRET

WAR DIARY.

BARBARA 
JEAN .

I A D Y O F M A N N *

DEVONIA.

Ships
Attacked.
MOUNT
MYRTO.

S . S »
TEMPLEMOAT.

ORANGEMOOR.

Submarines
Reported.

Submarines 
A ttacKea.

HOME COMMANDS.
31. 5•40. 
Friday.

Operations, Iceland.
Reports of visits of NORTHERN DUKE 
KINGSTON ONYX. (M010805/40).

Dunkirk.
British, 144 tons, on voyage from Dover to 
Dunkirk with military stores, abandoned and 
blown up during Dunkirk evacuation p.m./31. 
No lives lost. Crew rescued by Admiralty 
Trawler. (Minute Sheet, ref. WR/1940, and 
B. of T. Casualties).

British, 3,104 tons, damaged by shellfire 
from shore batteries and bombed by enemy 
aircraft, 1100 to 1700, Dunkirk Harbour.
No direct hits. Starboard bows, three 
lifeboats, etc., damaged by shrapnel. 
(Minute sheet and B. of T. Casualties.)

Casualties and Defects.
Damaged by bombing on 31 May and beached 
at La Panne.

U/Boat Campaign and Mining.

I.D. Form S.A. (M011896/40)•

Reported being attacked by S/M 0516/31. 
U/Boat Indidents Report 269 1068.

Torpedoed 49° 43’N., 3° 23'W. 150° Start 
point 30 miles 1305/31.
U/Boat Incidents Report 269 1070.
3 destroyers searching. Sank in one minute 
22 survivors 18 missing. (I.D. Form S.A.)

U/Boat sighted by VTMY o^f N.W. Goodwin, 
Buoy 0600/31. SHELDRAKE and 2 A/S Trawlers 
to join in search. U/Boat Incidents Report 
269 1069.

By RE3TIG0UCHH and ST.LAURENT 1449-1700/31. 
48 51*N., 05 04’W.(M. 011274/40) This
was the first hunt carried out by Canadian 
destroyers on this side of the Atlantic. 
Target v/as non-sub.
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