
1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-

ID ME COMMANDS 
(Class iflcation 
by subjects)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom
Movements
Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

- North Atlantic
- South Atlantic
- Mediterranean
- East indies
- America and West Indies
- Australia and New Zealand
- U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e ,g. when an important operation is in 
progress.

2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences

(a ) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(1 September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot'' (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Sta-^f Operational Summary (prepared by Air
~ MinistryWar Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) Daily Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.

* ( i) List of Convoy letters.
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War Diary

Precautions 
against invasion

Evacuation of 
B.E.F. from 
Dunkirk

shortened and —  
this morning 
their left flank 
reached the sea 
half way between

1.6.1*0.
Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT

3 cruisers of 18th C.S. and 3 destroyers of 8th 
Flotilla have been placed under the orders of
C. in C . , Nore for immediate counter-attack in 
the event of attempted enemy landing.

It was decided that beach work is too costly, 
in view of mines, sheDs and bombs, and embarkation 
today was confined to Dunkirk and the beach 
immediately to the eastward. At 0600 only some
10.000 British and French remained. The perimeter 
held by the Allies has' been‘fBray and La Panne.
Lord Oort arrived at Dover 0500/1.

Bombing began at 0350, and our fighters were 
in contact at 1630. Over 1000 Bombers were 
over the Dunkirk area between 0530 and 1754> caus
ing many casualties. At 2329 V.A. Dover reported 
all three channels to Dunkirk under heavy barrage 
fire from coastal batteries. He considered any- 
continued daylight evacuation unwise, and 
requested permission to withdraw all forces 
during daylight; but orders were given to 
continue evacuation till 0700/2 using Destroyers 
only.

No ships entered Dunkirk between 2230/31 and 
OU20/ 1 , when the Beaches were reported heavily 
shelled and an improvised Pier smashed.

At Noon today 221,1+07 troops, including 12,033 
wounded and 3l+,L*31 Allies had landed in England; 
and by midnight the total had increased to 
256,038, including 12,61+2 wounded and 52,931 
Allies.

zzz
During the night 31 May/1 June 3 M.T.Bs. patrolle 
off Nieuport and 2 corvettes and 6 trawlers 
along a line between South Falls and Hinder 
Banks. 6 aircraft of F.A.A. patrolled during 
the night with bombs and parachute flares against
M.T.Bs. and other surface craft likely to attack 
our forces off Dunkirk; one of 3 enemy M.T.Bs. 
was sunk by direct hit at midnight, E. of 
Zeebrugge, by F.A.A. aircraft.

F.A.A. Skuas attacked concrete moles and 
catamarans at Nieuport. One M.E. was shot down.
2 Skuas were shot down and one disabled on 
landing. F.A.A. Albacores successfully attacked 
enemy troops concentrations and transport E. of 
Nieuport.

The special ITewhaven to Cromer anti-invasion 
patrol was flown at dawn 1/6.



SITUATION REPORT

1 .6.1#.
Saturday.

Casualties. The destroyers BASILISK, HAVANT, and KEITH were
(Evacuation of sunk and IVANHOE, VIVACIOUS, VENflMOUS, WORCESTER 
B, E. F. ) EXPRESS and VTMY were damaged; and of other

vessels two minesv/eepers, one corvette, three 
trawlers, two transports, and the yacht AKULREE 
were sunk.

British Air An attack was made on shipping and oil tanks
Activity at Bergen "by 6 Hudsons, and an attack on

shipxing in Willemsund dockyard (Holland).

Norway VINDICTIVE arrived at Scapa from Narvik during
the night 31/5-1/6 with 1000 troops.

A/«LtV i ̂
Owing to the destruction at of all quays
and electric power, damage to railway and 
obstructions in harbours, it is estimated that 
export of ore in appreciable quantities cannot 
take place for twelve months.

French troops have taken Stromsnes, 6 miles
E. of Narvik and the Germans have fallen back 
on Sydvik, 10 miles E. of Narvik. Polish 
troops are advancing on this position from the
S.E.

Bodo which had been severely damaged by enemy 
aircraft was successfully evacuated by our , 
troops on the night of 31st. May.

Hungarian
mobilisation

Further mobilisation of Hungarian forces is in 
progress, thought to be at request of Italy 
to safeguard against possible action by 
Yugoslavia should Italy enter the war. Hungarian 
Army now about two thirds mobilised.
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War Diary 1.6.1^0. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Precautions

Thurso Requesting arms and ammunition for use in 
emergency (A.C.O.S., 1159/1).

Trawlers For C. in C. , Rosyth. (Hd. of M. , to C. in C. , 
Rosyth, 1235/0*

Batteries for 
Army

R. IT. and R.M. 12 pdr. , 3 pdr. , and i+ in. batteries 
to be under operational control and administration 
of the Army (D.T.S.D, 1209/1)*

Civil Powers Advising Members of H.M. Forces of the 
additional powers they have when acting in 
the course of their duty. (D. of L.D. , 1037/O*

V/at erborne 
L.D. V.

H. Q. , Eastern Command arranging for waterborne 
Local Defence Volunteers for inland waters in 
the command. Consideration being given to the 
general extension of L.D. V. for water-borne 
service in estuaries and inland waters. (Hd. 
of M., 1107/1, to C. in C., Nore).

Invasion Suggested method of countering Motor boats or 
flat bottomed troop carriers. (C.N.S., Ottawa, 
1 206/31).

Leith, Rosyth, D. of L.D. 1721/1.
Inchkeith defences

Humber defence F.O. Humber 2020/30/5, Adty. 0001/22/5.
His powers (B. C.N. S.(H) 12I;5/1, F.O. Humber, 
23UO/ 1 ).

(Ireland)

C. in C. , W. A. 
in charge

Request you wi 11 assumeresponsibility for 
operations to secure the Irish coasts (D.O.D(Hj 
to C. in C., W.A. 0026/ 1 ).

R.M. Striking 
Force

Re early arrangements to be made for provision 
of Royal Marine Striking Force (A. C.W.A. to 
Adty. 235U/1)*

Belgian Trawlers Refusal to serve. Recommend all crews and 
Skippers be investigated and kept on board 
until then (C. in C. , W.A. 1314/'!)*
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A. 1.1. Cs.

DERBYSHIRE

Employment of 
18th C.S.

Humber base

Degree of 
readiness

Arrangements 
for warning.
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1.6.140.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operation G.B.

Cruise by A. L'.Cs. to report and if possible 
intercept German and suspicious vessels leaving 
Vigo or approaching South and West coast of 
Ireland. Areas established. Execution,ships:- 
CORFU, M01TTCLARE, MALOJA. CHESHIRE. To be 
known as operation G. B. (c. in C. , V/. A. I82I4./I)*

Orders for, report and intercept German and 
suspicious vessels leaving Vigo or making for 
South and west coast of Ireland (A.C.W.A. 
2029/1)•

18th C.S.

Adty. 2226/31 and C. in C. H. F. 2013/31.
In view of great importance of immediate 
counter attack with sufficient force C.S. 18 and 
destroyers with him should be under orders of 
C. in C., Nore during first stages of invasion.
If landing occur North and South of Humber,
I would aim to move C.S. 18 north rather than 
south. Clearly most desirable that C.S. 18 
should join C. in C. Home Fleet before he makes 
contact with enemy’s main fleet. I should 
therefore endeavour to release C.S. 18 as soon 
as possible and would rely on Adty. to inform 
me immediately they thought it desirable to do so. 
(C. in C. , Nore, 160I4./I).

Ships in Humber very exposed to attack by E. boats| 
Boom defence required if base is to be 
used for any length of time. (F.O.C. 18th C.S.
1 22U/1)•

Cruisers of 18th C.S. and 3 destroyers of 8th 
D.F. to be at 2.1/2’ hours notice during day
light hours - and at i hour’s notice after dark 
till further orders. (C . in C., Nore 1303/1)*

Reference C.S. 18’s 122U, can you arrange 
patrols to give warning of M.T.B’s submarine or 
other form of attack. (C. in C., Nore,
1926/1 to F.O. Humber).

• • ••
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War Diary 1 .6.1+0.
Saturday.

M/Bs to be sent

HALCYON
SKIPJACK
SPEEDWELL
SHARPSHOOTER

Fifilters needed

HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Operation Alphabet.

DUCHESS OF YORK sailed 1830/1.
(F.O.I.C, Liverpool 1830/1) Route as in my 
1335/30, modified. (C. in C., Rosyth, 1225/1).

Evacuation of B. E. F. from Punic irk

All M/S not now full are to fill at Western 
Beach no w (F. O.I.C. Dover 01+55/1 to 1.1/ S on 
Beaches).

Absolutely essential provide many more boats 
with M/B’s to tow if grave losses to be avoided 
and remainder B.E.F. cleared (Whitaker to Gen. 
Dill by SPEEDWELL 01+30/1) .

All M/Bs from Burnham at Harwich and any others
imsgate for

Act accordingly. (N.O.I.C. Dover, 0306/1).

3 Tugs 30 Power Boats and 1+0 Life Boats to be 
sailed immediately East of Dunkirk as soon as 
possible. Naval crews with Life Boats and you 
to provide extra Towage. (V.A. Dover to N.O.I.C. 
Ramsgate 01+52/1).

Fighter Patrol W. of La Panne very necessary 
(M.S.5 to Dover 01+55/1).

No ships entered between 2230 and Olt-20. 
Unsuccessful dive bombing attack just finished, 
British Fighters arrived. Smoke covers pier 
and embarkation recommenced. Reported Beaches 
heavily shelled and improvised Pier smashed. 
(S.N.0. Dunkirk to V.A. Dover, 0555/1)*

Eastern Beaches untenable. Military evacuating 
to Dunkirk. Am loading all ships at Dunkirk 
and directing all small craft near there. More 
ships required. Heavy bombing on Dunkirk and 
Fighter attacks on ships. (R.A. Dover to N.O.I.C. 
Dover 0625/1)*



War Diary

Paddle Mine
sweepers

Cover

Interception 
M. T. Bs.

Bombardment

HOME COMMANDS

1.6.40.
Saturday.

Operations

Evacuation of B. E~F. (Contd.)

All available are required to take part 
in final evacuation tonight. Instructions 
(P.O.I.C. Dover 0847/1).

CALCUTTA return to Sheerness. Similar cover 
will be required tonight. (V.A. Dover 0900/1).

In view of rapidly increasing destroyer 
casualties, I submit advisable for Adty. to make 
signal that destroyers are to be used in 
connection with the evacuation only in positions 
where they can manoeuvre at high speed and 
avoid serious damage. Inshore work to be 
done exclusively by vessels of smaller fighting 
value than destroyers. (C. in C. Nore, 1316/1).

of

Send Fighter aircraft Dunkirk Channel (SALTASH
1 248/1)•

M/L 100 and 2 M A/S Bs . to patrol during dark 
from inshore to 5 miles off coast on line 
app. 348° from Nieuport, returning Harwich at 
daybreak (C. in C. Nore to F.O.I.C. Harwich 
1520/1)

Hold on as long as possible to enable maximum 
French and British evacuation - Act on your 
own judgment in close co-operation with 
Admiral Abrial. (CIGS to Gen. Alexander by 
WINCHELSEA 1729/1).

EPERVIER and LEOPARD to be at 115° North 
Goodwin L.V. 7 and 14 miles respectively 

_>by 0430/2 and CALCUTTA 115° North Goodwin L.V. 
23 miles to provide protection (V.A. Dover,
1309/1)•

By day bombardment only to be attempted in 
self defence. Ships to keep v/ell clear 
except when required to close for evacuation. 
(V.A. Dover to S.A.Nore & Dover 1328/1).
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War Diary 1.6.1+0. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Evacuation of B.E.F. (Continued).

M/S Flotillas All available ships of M/S Flotillas under 
N.O.X.C. Dover required to assist evacuation 
tonight. All ships with D.G. equipment to 
arrive off beach between Dunkirk and 1^ miles 
East at 2200/1. Ships to report forthwith 
whether can comply. (N. O.I.C. Dover to C. in C. , 
Nore, etc. 1510/1).

Destroyers All destroyers are to return to harbour forth
with (V.A. Dover, 1345/1)*

Reported number of towing and small craft 
returning empty. Essential to arrest this. 
Keep look out and force them back (N. O.I.C. 
Dover to Force K. & M/S 2201/1).

Shelling, caus- 
ing casualties

Casualties to shipping by heavy artillery.
All shipping has been ordered to withdraw before 
daylight to-morrow (V.A. Dover to Gen. Alexander 
(S.N. 0. Dunkirk, 2214/1)*

Disposition of ships and small craft on 
completion of Operation (D.O.D.H. to ,
V. A. Dover, 2321/1).

Cherbourg No air raids, port open, wharves rail and 
quays intact. 5000 British Troops embarking 
and 1300 awaiting passage. (B.N. L. 0. Marceau 
to Adty. 1035/1)*

Repatriation of 
French Troops

Adty. 1623/31 (return of French Troops to France) 
Para 3* For Brest read Cherbourg. (D.O.D.H. 
to C. in C., W.A. 1139/1).

Adty. 1613/31. Additional arrangements. Up to 
5 Army cross Channel steamers, total capacity 
5000, to cross Southampton or Weymouth to 
Cherbourg every night; and three French Trans
ports with Dutch KONIGJJN EMMA and PRT' SE3\ 
BEATRIX, total capacity 10,000 to cross Plymouth 
to Brest. Hoped maintain 24 hour turn round and 
cross outward by night. (D.O.D.H. 1535/1)*

MONA’S ISLE Shelled off No. 5 Buoy, Dunkirk channel. 
(N. Foreland Radio 1455/1)*

LOCUST Begin your retirement at 0230/2 and not 0330/2 
(N. O.I.C. Dover to LOCUST 2215/1)*
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1 .6.1+0.
Saturday.

Operations

Evacuation of B.E.F. (Contd.)

If channel still available during daylight it 
is intended evacuation proceed continuously from 
2130/1 till 0700/2 and, if necessary from 
1730/2 till dark. If impossible use any of 
three channels from Dunkirk owing to shell fire 
from Coast Batteries, inform Adty. at once.
(1 S.L. to R.A. Dover 2021/1).

Owing to severe conditions and enormous 
wastage on Dunkirk coast small boat flotillas 
vital for Beach work can no longer be relied 
on even in fair weather. At least two such 
flotillas have turned back tonight. (V.A. Dover 
to Adty. 2328/1).

Reported that number of towing and small 
boats are returning empty. Essential to arrest 
this. Keep a good look out and force them back. 
(IT. O.I.C. Dover 2201/1 to Force K and Minesweepers

2 funnel transport bombed. Am going to her 
assistance, another smaller one sinking 
(SALTASH 1210/1).
Your 1235* Proceed to Sheerness. (C. in C., 
Nore, 1507/1)- Require assistance (SALTASH 
1205/1)-
Return to Dover at once. (F.O., Dover, 1703/1).

Operation Orders Embarkation of troops from Dunkirk Harbour is
to proceed continuously from 2130 today until 
0700 tomorrow Sunday. Strong and continuous 
fighter protection will be provided from 01+30 
until 0830 tomorrow. Protection by Coastal 
Command will be provided from 0830 until 1100.
It is hoped that the evacuation may be completed 
tonight but should this not be possible you 
should be prepared for further evacuation 
tomorrow Sunday night. It may be necessary 
to carry out evacuation from 1730 tomorrow 
in addition to the night evacuation. Should it 
be decided that the conditions are such that 
evacuation cannot be carried out between 0300 
tomorrow and 0700 tomorrow, Sunday, you will 
be informed. (1st S.L., 2025/1 to Y.A. Dover).

SALTASH

WORCESTER



COPY

SECRET IN
W ARN IN G : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential

code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.
(♦Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

“ O .T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

Prom: V.A.Dover. Date:1,6.2*.0.

Reed; 192U.

..............................P/L by T/P..........Correction...............
Add: General Alexander,S.N.O.Dunkirk,C.in C.Northern Naval Forces,repeated

Admiralty.

622. Evacuation will take place tonight Saturday from (a) beach between 
Dunkirk and one and a half miles to the Eastward between 2100/1 and 
0300/2 for 9000 men,(b) East Pier between 2100/1 and 0330/2 for 7000 
men. (c) East side inside harbour between 2200/1 and 0300/2 for 1000 
men.

All naval personnel are to be withdrawn this Saturday night.

Show dim navigational lights on harbour obstacles. Reference (b) 
TBIE OF ~TERklIIATI0N of this evacuation may be extended and will be _ 
signalled.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (T)
A.C.N.S. (H)
C. S.O.to 1st S.L.
Ops. (A)
0.D.8
O.D. (3)
M. (26)
0. 1.C. (2)
D. S.D.9
D.N.I. (3)
I.S.P.S.
1. P. (3)
D.Ki.S.
D.M.S.Basement 
D.D.T.M.
Admiral Bellairs.

---- ----—  1609/Tv

Advance copy Ops -U.W.R.

^  v ■*- 

l/\s\ /*/■ / 1

•u //

/ '

AA'/-yiff')/ V' /

EWLC/7A7
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1 .6.1+0.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Evacuation of B.E.F. (Cont’d).

5th Column

WORCESTER

Brayg-Beach

MALCOLM ) 
HARVESTER) 
BASILISK )

False information and orders toreturn being 
given our inshore units by Fifth Column Shoots 
or other vessels. Endeavour keep our small 
vessels to their duty on the coast. (V.A. Dover 
to Force X and M/S 2335/1)•

Endeavour embark Rear Guard from Beach remaining 
after 0300 if necessary (Dover to Force K M/S 
and LOCUST. 0225/2).

Am being shelled Lq/fanne Beach (WORCESTER to 
F.O. Dover 0028/1).

Beach Bray*being very heavily shelled (D.I. to 
F.O. Dover Straits 0111/1).

Cancel my OOi+5* Proceed into Dunkirk. 
(N.O.I.C. Dover 0150/1).

Evacuation takes place tonight on E. Beach between 
2100/1 and 0330/2 for ^000 men, from E. pier bet
ween 2100/1 and 0330/2xfor 7000 men, and from E. 
side harbour between 2200/1 and 0300/2 for 1000 
men. All naval personnel to be withdrawn 
Saturday night and evacuation by British ships 
will not continue during 2nd. (V.A. .Dover,
1609/1).
Over 100 bombers on ships near here since 0530 
and many casualties. Have directed no ships 
sail during daylight, so evacuation ceases at 
0300. If perimeter holds will complete 
evacuation Sunday night including most French. 
(Received from Dunkirk, V.A. Dover to Adty.
1754/1)♦
Destroyers to proceed in pairs at hourly 
intervals to East Pier Dunkirk Harbour, returning 
Dover when loaded. If no vacant berth assist 
at Beach instead. Leave Dunkirk vicinity not 
later than 0300/2. (U.O.I.C. Dover to Force K.
1801/ 1 ).
Strong continuous patrols to be carried out over 
Dunkirk and beaches from Oi+30/2 to 0830/2 and, 
if evacuation continues, from 1700/2 to 2100/2. 
Night Fighter Patrols in same area and between 
N. Foreland and Dunkirk during night 1/2 June.
(Air Min. to Fighter Command 1930/1).
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Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Farce K.

Evacuation of _B. JE._F._ (Contd.)

Following destroyers required for duty tonight, 
ESK, CODRINGTON, ICARUS, WINDSOR, VENOMOUS, 
WINCHELSEA, WHITSHED, SABRE, SHIKARI. will he 
addressed as Force K. (V.A. Dover, 1711/1 > 171+5/i

Daylight ' New shore battery in action this evening and 
evacuation unwise all channels to Dunkirk now under enemy fire

maintaining heavy barrage which has sunk 
Transports .MON/Es ISLE,and BRIGHTON QUEEN and one

tyoM's 
jt. M

Trawler near No. 5 Buoy. Eight Transports now 
lost and eight disabled and crews of others 
difficult to keep on service. Am suspending 
traffic on only remaining daylight route and 
consider any continued daylight evacuation 
unwise. Request permission withdraw all forces 
at 0300/2 till following night. (V.A. Dover 
to Adty. 2329/1).
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^rour> 2 Convoy

TRUANT

r e d c ;,r  )
j a i l  JAVA11Y 
VULCAIN
CO. TIIITSTER 5
RO'jGJj SCOTSLL'JT )
v/iiiRLwnro )

Dodo

Convoy ...... 2.

L.T.D's

Dutch Signals

IIor-.Yc -ian I-.T.xt's

Eositions

ORZEL
Thirds
t r i d e n t

HOLE C OLID J IDS 

Operations-Norway

Route and escort (C. in C., Rosyth 1225/1

Submarine TRUANT patrol report 20/5 to 
27/5 between Nordkap and 29° S with 
object of preventing German landing. 
(V.A.S. 1806/1)

Re sailing (i'.O. Ilarvik 1933/1)

Evacuation was successfully accomolished 
last night without loss (E.O. Ilarvik 
2324/1)

Operations-Iceland

fo return when unloaded (D.O.D. (H) 
2141/1)

Re Transport of troops to Iceland only 
Canadian ship capable is LADY DRAKE, 
she needs 2 voyages. Re first 

completing Jamaica movements. (N.S.H.A. 
Ottawa. 1706/1)

allied Naval Units

Propose forming ex-Norwegian and Greek 
•osper-built M.T.B's as 11th H#.T.B. 
flotilla. (HORNET. 1158/1) Approved. 
(D.O.D.(H), 1830/1)

Dutch recognition signals. (D.S.D., 1610/

Two now ready. Recommend sailing them 
for fforway as soon as possible, fc.in C. 
Portsmouth, 1053/1)

Submarines

0600/2 (RAS 1751/1)

Orders for patrol (Capt. (3) 2 1506/1)
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2546/51

-7arseilles / ombed

5 S FRAL'Ue

Attacks on fishing 
t rawl e rs . _ SLASHER 
sunk.

0 Li trt] I H'lvdlt 
A W Z o W  I’t/oT^

Attacks on Dunkirk 
and ships

HOITC COMMANDS

AIR

British Air * activity.

Estimated direct hit on one of three 
enemy E.T.B's at 51.28*11 05.03‘E.

Can possibility be considered of fitting 
swordfish aircraft with what is know as"" 
a Cannon for destroying enemy M.T.B's 
(C. in C.f H.B. to Adty. 1023/l)

Enemy --ir .activity

D.19 bombed, bridge hit. (ALBURY, 0758/1)

German aircraft bombed Marseilles to-day. 
SS OREORD reported hit. (Air Ministry, 
no T.O.O., l.ecd. 1920/1) ORPOKD sank 
later.

Bombs were dropped in Norfolk.
Casualties and damage slight.

Enemy aircraft attacked a group of 
fishing trawlers late in the afternoon 
1/6 80 miles E. of Humber. Some 29 
bombs were reported to have been dropped. 
Trawler SLASHER was sunk and other 
vessels in company suffered slight 
damage.

Another trawler was attacked the same 
evening 26 miles E.E.E. of Plarnborough 
Head. (I.C. 0470/40)

0057/1 HARVESTER machine gunned 51.14*1! 
1.4*E.

0446 Signals from WORCESTER* D 19, 
to ALBURY, ROSS,CODRIEGTON, VIVACIOUS. 

0542
7>0 V€~f )

0756 Destroyer hit (R.A. ^=#£Rl756/1)

0758 Signals from KEITH,HALCYON* LEDA, 
to C0DRIEGT011, ICARUS, IVAITEOE,

0800 Ha r v e s t e r , speedy/e l l .

1010 Signals from 3ALTASH, SPEEDWELL, 
to

1055

1404 Signals from MORAS ISLE, WORCESTER, 
to

1619
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Saturday

HOME COMMANDS

Air.

Enemy Air Activity

BOMBAY Steam trawler, Grimsby. Bombed and machine 
gunned from 0930 to noon, North Sea fishing 
grounds, 89 miles E. ^ S. No casualties. Lewis 
and Ross Rifle gun defence. (I.D.A.A. Form).

SLASHER Steam trawler, Grimsby. Sunk 54:35 N., 1:16 E. , 
at 2130/ 1 , after attack at 2000/1 by delay 
action bomb, near miss, and gunfire. Deck hand 
killed. 3 (including Captain) slightly wounded. 
(I . D. Form A. A. ) .

SCOUTER Steam trawler, Grimsby. Bombed and machine gunned 
2005/1, 54:35 N. , 1:16 E . , after attack on 
SLASHER. Damaged, no casualties. Embarked 
survivors from SLASHER. No guns carried. (I.D. 
Form A. A. )

MEDIAN SteamVtrawler, Grimsby. Bombed and machine gunned 
53° N.E. i N. at 1820/1. No casualties.
(I.D. Form A.A. )

-/n a t a l  II Steam trawler, Grimsby. Badly damaged by bombs 
and machine guns 83 miles E. i S. from Humber. 
0930 to noon. No casualties. (I.D. Form A.A.)

IRANIAN Steam trawler, Grimsby. Bombed and machine gunned 
55* N.E. i N. from 61 B. Buoy, 1820/1 no casualties 
(I.D. Form A.A. )

ROYALTY Barge, 101 tons. Bombed and abandoned off 
Dunkirk (D. S. 284)

SCOTIA sunk British 3454 tons. Bombed and — sse'off Dunkirk 
33 saved, 31 missing. (War Cabinet, Chiefs of 
Staff Committee. Weekly Resume. No.40).

f NATAL II Trawler. 0925/1 53:40 N. 2:35 E. 2 aircraft 
sighted. Dropped 2 aerial torpedoes. Then 
bombed and machine gunned. No casualties or 
damage. BOMBAY (Trawler) fired and hit one 
aircraft. (Master of NATAL II, Shipping Casualties 
Section, Trade Division).

KEITH Flotilla Leader. Bombed sunk. Account of the 
sinking by Midshiuman H.B. Poustie R. N.R. (M.011199

/4om



HOME COMMANDS

1.6.2+0.
Saturday.

Air

Enemy Air Activity (Contd.)

CASTOR British S.S. 189 tors honibed at 54:33 N. 1:16£ E.
at 1935/1* Ho damage. (I.D. Form A.A.)

SCOOPER British Trawler bombed and machine-gunned at
0730 at 54:40 N. 1:30 E. Slight damage. (I.D. 
Form A. A. )

CLACTON British Trawler 250 tons bombed at 1830/1 at
54:30 IT., 1:30 E. Damaged. (I.D. P o m  A. A. )
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nous con.a m d s

L-ining

jm~gne t i c - in in" Dunkirk loads have "been heavily
magnetic mined to-night, prohahly in 
channels near light "buoys. (Capt. D.19. 
to Dover Borce OlOO/l)

Two magnetic mines destroyed 51.55T20"I» 
01.19 t48"E and 51.55*27"K. 01.19r44"E. 
(1.0. Harwich to Adty. 1720/1)

Magnetic mines 4 cables S.E. from.
12 buoy (B.O.I.C. Dover 003"l)

loads and focal points on the evacuation 
routes were heavily mined in the night 
31 may/1/June. (E.I.D.O. 1507/59)

Delgian Trawlers

Dishing Area

Italian ohins

Ship ing
Important in view of recent large with
drawals of British trawlers from fishing 
that Belgian trawlers should provide 
fish. (A.C.H.S., 1751/1)

--dmty. 1902/30, new eastern limit for 
fishing area. Concur with C. in C., 
Bosyth*s 1121/31, that margin is in
adequate. (C. in C., H.B., 2211/1)

-ositions in home waters, additions. 
(D.D.I.C., 1813/1)

Belgian Vessels Request confirmation of instructions
that Belgian vessels are to be treated 
as allied Ships (R.C.S.O. London, 1229/1)

I-iscellaneous

b/L VERI/OK Brilliant flash and german speaking on
R/T 0220/1 (ll.o.I.C. Hilford Havery/1345/l
WEATHER

0500 WIND VISIBILITY OUTLOOK
North Sea Light, variable moderate moderate //.wind 

Visibilit}' mod
erate. Bog pati
es.

Channel l.V.7. Light Good Similar
•'/.Approaches Light, vari; hie Good Similar, Bog 

patches.
Horns Reef A.W.Loderate moderate Ao de rat e .7. wind 

Bog patches
•/. Coast 
I o rway

Light,variable moderate 
Bog patches

Similar

^utch Coast .7. Light 1-oderate to 
Good Similar
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HOLE COLZLIAHDS

D.T.B’s.

--• V . hit

Disguised . . T.B.

1 ....V. (5000 tons) 
: L.3f3

4 T.IiT s

2 I- .V * 5 (4000- 
5000 tons.)

L.V's

Enemy Intelligence

Distent 1 mile, course 150° 15 knots 
Ily position 50.25’IT 3.52 *V/ (Dutch 
submarine 0 10, 0340/1)

S W Buoy Dunkirk (LEDA 0847/1)

3 vessels at P o l a n d  bombed, direct hit 
started fire in one small coasting 
vessel.(Donibristle Deed. 0318/1, 2359/1)

On night 31 .-.ay 1 June, one enemy LZ.T.3. 
yas sighted disguised as a sailing boat 
(H.A. (S) 1634/1)

1400/1 proceeding up i’roisjoen fiord 
61.‘o*H 4.59 combed. I.o hits, (aircraft 
report)

2^10/1. 5S.56'IT 2.25 *E (25 miles 3. of 
Bergen)(Aircraft report)

Bombed in Bergen harbour 2228/1, Hear 
misses (aircraft report)

2229/1 4 D.V’s bombed in Bergen outer 
harbour. Hear misses (Aircraft report)

2234/1 Several ia..V,s close together in 
Bergen outer harbour, bombed, result

1 L/y (7000 tons) Bombed 60.28*11 5.15 *E 
by^ fiord 4 miles IT. of Bergen, result 
unknown. 1 Trawler machine gunned 60.27*E 
5.18*E alongside fuel tanks 3 miles H. of 
Bergen (..ircraft report)



War Diary.

HAVANT

IVANHOE

SCIMITAR

SALAMANDER

VIMY

AMULREE

BASILISK

SKIPJACK
sunk.

KEITH

HASHOBRA

STELLA DORADO)
)

ARGYLLSHIRE. )

VIVACIOUS

ALBURY 
HEBE 
SALTASH 
WESTWARD HO 
SANDOWN

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

1.6.40.
Saturday.

Badly damaged by bomb. Abandoned and sunk 
in position 126 position W. Fimles. (SALTASH 
1235^1, 0950/1, 0905/1, 1034/1, V.A. Dover, 
0022/2).

In tov; of tug PERSIA. Damaged by bomb Dunkirk 
Roads. Proceeding towards Sheerness (V.A., 
Dover 1146/1, IVANHOE 0915/1, 0815/1, 1055/1, 
SALAMANDER 0948/12.

Collision damage forward (V.A. Dover,1146/1).

Bombed. Engines disabled (V.A. Dover, 1146/1).

In collision with H.M. Yacht AMULREE off 
Goodwin's buoy (VIMY, 0200/1). Collision 
damage forward (V.A. Dover, 1146/1).

H.M. yacht sunk see VIMY.

Sunk (by air attack) West Deep. Am picking 
up survivors (WHITEHALL 1258/1).

One minesweeper sunk by direct hit, thought 
to be HALCYON (SALAMANDER 0931/1).

Disabled and abandoned was bombed while 
attempting to rescue survivors. Request 
KEITH be destroyed. (SALAMANDER 0915/1).
KEITH is not to be destroyed (V.A., Dover, 
1141/1 to all ships) Sunk. (V.A. Dover 2022/2).

Important she be salved or if not as much 
MNBDO equipment as possible (V.C.N.S.1509/31 
to F.O. Narvik).

A/S trawlers sunk by enemy M.T.B. near T. 
buoy about 0100. (V.A., Dover, 1326/1).
Only additional concrete evidence is that an 
A/C was present when both ships were sunk and 
tnat £lare was used. (V.A., Dover, 1805/1).

Damaged by bomb 
DOVER 0022/2).

1/6 during evacuation (V.A.,

dO. 
do. 
do.
do.

Damaged by shell fire 1/6 during evacuation. 
(V.A. Dover 2022/2).



War Diary. 1.6.40.
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WHITEHALL) 
VENOMOUS )
WORCESTER) 
MALCOLM ) 
EXPRESS ) 
SHARP- ) 
SHOOTER )

Damaged in collision or on wreckage 1/6 
during evacuation (V.A., Dover, 2022/2, 
0455/2).

BRIGHTON BELLE Sunk in air attack 1/6 during evacuation 
(V.A., Dover 0455/2).

MOSQUITO

#  GRIVE Û eiX

Gunboat, sunk, air attack, during evacuation 
(V.A., Dover 0022/2).

Sunk probably mined 1/6 during evacuation 
(V.A., Dover 0455/2).

BRIGHTON QUEEN

1 Trawler.

ST. FAG^N

Paddle M/S sunk by shore battery (D.C.N.S., 
272) .

do.
T«̂ cUr-
Towed to EXCELLENT sunk off Dunkirk (do).

BRITISH INVENTOR

Foreign Stations.

Due Capetown 29/5 not arrived (S.O.(I) 
Capetown 1108/1).

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

S.S.ASTRONOMER 
Sunk.

With boom defence gear for Scapa sank 
about 0420/2 in 57°55'N, 1°50'W., following 
3 explosions at 2153/1 GMT. Nofdegaussed.
No indication of S/M except contact obtained 
by A/S trawler STOKE CITY after ship sank 
about 0420. (C-in-C., Rosyth 2000/2, ’Wick
Radio 2224/1). ^  23t

S.S. RaBAUL British. Due Capetown 1/6. Not arrived. 
(S.O.(I) BXgXXXX Capetown 1048Z/2).
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FOREIGN STATIONS 

General

Bertiling; -ALlied and Hot to “be placed near any points of vital 
Neutral A. V. *S importance when this can he avoided.

Italian ships nay attempt to block ports 
by scuttling themselves and should be re
garded -with particular suspicion.
Suggest methods of dealing with threat. 
(A.C.1T.S. (F) 2225/1)

19

North Allantic

REK01I German tankers KEKUlu and RUDOLF ALBRECHT
R'JDOLF kJAsRECHT are at Tenerife and sailing may be

imminent. PATROCLUS to patrol and inter
cept. French sloops BOUGAINVILLE and 
D ’IBERVILLE are now near Canary Islands. 
(F.O.C.N.A. to PATROCLUS 2554/1)

... .0 *s xidmty. 2501/51 Remain on Patrol A.P. unless
or until you receive other orders from 
C. in C., ,/estem Approaches• A/STURIa S 
sails for U.K. at 2000/1. CARIIAPIiIA sails 
for U.K. at 2050/1 (F.O.C.N.A. 1702/1 to
CHESHIRE)

French Positions

Cables

HI R. lC juli.

Convoy C.L

1200/1 (D.C. 0003/1)

No evidence of deliberate cutting in 
cables so far reported by ...IKROR. YVaiting 
until present U-Boat activity subsides 
before continuing repairs. (F.O.l/C Gib.
1712/31)

South Atlantic

Please confirm She landed 44 aircraft at 
Benghftsi (D.1T.1. 1747/1 to Consul, Eeng- 
hasi)
R.V. (C. in C., S.A. 0944/1)

Italian Preparations Italian ships now in harbour are bunker
ing much larger quantities of coal, and oil 
than normally. (N.A. Buenos Aires 1250/1)

~ B



□GITTO

AIGPREA

xm rseilles

--ire raft 

E/Sweepers

Shipping: to Sail 

Italy

Submarines off 
□as Iiafun

Aar Diary

FOREIGN STxiTIOlIS

1.6.1940.
Saturday.

20

j-editerranenn

3220 G.T. reported left Brindisi 29th ^ay 
with. Troops, Airmen and Lorries. Destina
tion unknown. (i.C. 0468/40)

4959 G.T. reported left Syracuse 29th x..ay 
for Libya with 1000 or possibly 2000 
militia Shock Troops. (I.C. 0468/40)

German aircraft bombed Marseilles today, 
s.s. OBEORD reported hit. (D of I g / ^  2r 
m r  ministry to Adty. no T.O.O./l) ”

Your 1851/29 and 1231/30. It is not 
possible to provide more aircraft, air 
ministry are arranging for spare engines. 
Situation at home precludes sending you 
more fast sweepers at present.
Two LL Trawlers are being sent out at 
once, adrnty. 1029/1 to C.in C. , Hed.)

xJ.1 British and Norwegian Ships in Suez 
Canal ^-rea bound for destinations 
through the Red Sea and now ready to 
sail are to do so forthwith. (Admty. 
1932/1 to C. in C. lied)'

Appreciation of situation 7 or 8 troop
ships ̂ available 42 cargo vessels over 8000 
tons in Genoa. Report D 3 of intention 
to lay mines between Elba andSardinia 
(N.A. Rome, 2300/1)

mast Indies

i*1 East Indies reports 5 s/rns were 
recently reported off has Hafun showing 
numbers 15 G One, and 18 G One. Can you 
ident^ify. Ends. Submarines are not 
German, Dutch or Drench. Rave you any 
confirmation that they may be Italian". 
(D.O.I.C. 1922/1 to C.OjS. RILE)
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H X 47

DU2QHDIXI

Precautions when 
intercepting

Y/hale Catchers

PORhlGN STATIONS

America & West Indies

Sailing delayed 24 hours in view of re
ports of submarines off Halifax. (C.
C. , xi.. V/. I * 1152/1)

Programme (C. in C., A.W.I. 1031/1)

In viev; of renewal of enemy raider 
activity. H.- . Ships must take every 
precaution when intercepting merchant 
ships hov/ever innocent their outward 
appearance, and always bear in mind 
possibility of torpedo!* attack. (C. in
C. A.I.I. 1042/1)

i.orv/egian whale catchers refuse to pro
ceed to U.K. unless armed or in convoy. 
0-uns not available locally. (Cdr. D'Hyd 
Halifax. 1230/1)

Ships suitable for 
Havai use. V

It alian Preparations

Hainan

China

I’or bargaining with Japan Udty 0017/23/5) 
List. (C. in C., 0517Z/1)

Various indications, not necessarily 
significant (C.0.1.3. Singapore 1601Z/31)

Re rumours of Japanese concentration. 
Prench aircraft saw no signs of activity, 
frend of transports and warships during^ 
past fortnight has been northerly from 
Hainan. (C. in C., China 0348^/1)
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GERLAIT LiKCHANT SHIPS
At Herzen

RZIOJL
RUDOLPH ALBJ :LCHT

LETBOR

TAHHEIJELS ) 
UCLLLL.JJC )

Aircraft observed about fifty L/VTs 
moored very closely together, some tied 
to quay; average tonnage 3/4000 (Doni- 
bristle to ^dty. 1150/1)

German Tankers are at Tenerife loaded with| 
fuel. Considered sailing may he imminent. 
Orders to PATROCLUS. Prench authorities 
asked to keep close Y/atch on Tenerife. 
(P.O.C.K.A* to PATROCLUS 2534/1)

Honvegian 3718 G.T. Reported requisitioned] 
as German Hospital Ship. Jl.C. 0469/40)

Observed still at Hismayeuz on 1 st June.
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Sat urday.

Ships attacked 

STANHALL sunk.

TEMPLEMOAT

ASTRONOMER

S/ms. Reported.

RENOWN

By torpedo 60 m. 3. Lizard RESTIGOUGHS 
and ST.LAURENT obtained contact 7 m. 3. ..| 
31/5. At 1840 report hunt completed, 
‘•success doubtful. ARABI3 and FER rIE 
ordered to take over contact, A/3 
LORD MAILS11 AT to stand by. (U-boat 
incidents report 270 No.1071.)

Reached harbour and reported that she 
was not as previously 3tated attacked 
by a U-boat. (U-boat Incidents T-’.eoort 
270 1073.)

’eport of Court of inquiry ?s to sabotage 
and now established that she ’"as 
torpedoed (N. L. 6613/40.)
Sunk in 58 2'N, 2 12’ V. 109 survivors. 
(T.3.D. 4163/40).

By Dutch 3/m. 0.13 position 056° 
C.Barfleur 24 m.Course 300° 8 knots. 1
(U-boat incidents Report 270 1074.)

— sAt 1046/1 ARABIC and PERNIE ordered to 
search 193° Start Point 66 m. U-boat 
reported at 0100. (U-boat incidents 
Report 270 1072).

Motorboat, mined and sunk off Dunkirk 
0230/1 w ile assisting evacuation.
4 lives lost (Board of Trade).
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U

U-BOAT CAUPAIGN & LINING 

Ships attacked

ASTRONOMER

WIDGEON

0100

British. 5003 tons, sunk By enemy sub- 
niarin 5 survivors landed hy Greek 
iiLiNGOULE 3. r̂CULi'JiDr.XS. The survivors 
on a raft, got alongside the submarine 
but were beaten off. The rest of the 
crew of 56 is thought to have been 
d rowne d. (LI oy d's)

Tornedoea at 2255/1 at 250° Sinnai d Head 
22' and sunk. (I.C.O. 469/40) 401 tons,
./as taking boom defence gear to Scapa.

Eired at by torpedo 51° 19 fN 1° 55 rE 
(WIDGEON 0044/11

Submarines Reported

Patrol report, Netherland S/I_ 0. 15, 
submarine reported in 0 15Ts 0100/ 1 , 
believed to be a U boat, fired a recog
nition signal resembling 2 white very 
lights. 0.15 dived as U-boat was in a 
favourable position for attack. U-boat 
apparently dived also as hydrophone effect 
disappeared. Probable that U-boat 
mistook 015 for another U boat owing to 
similarity in appearance. 0.15 
surfaced ten minutes later and made enemy 
report. Capt. S.5. 1558/1 (C. in C., 
Portsmouth, 0257/2)

Position 056° Cape Balifleur 24 miles 
B 5 (I.C. 0468/40) (s/u 0.15. CIGO/l)

Submarines Iieported

.WIDGEON fired at by one Sornedo 51° 19rN 
01° 55‘E (WIDGEON to C. in C. Bore)

North of Sogne Ejord. Position indefinite 
(I.C.0469/40)

At 048° Ushant 48* Position indefinite.
A. I. (I.C. 0469/40) 490 4° 10‘W Branch
report (Scapa W/T 0100/1)

Estimated Discos it ions D .D .I.C. 1140/1

2210

It is now thought that no U-Boats have 
been working off the Belgian Coast 
during the past week (L.I.D. 01507/59)

Submarines attacked

V S  Trawlers STOKE CITY, LEICESTER CITY 
Established contact and droooed 5 D, C's ai 
057. 56ifN 1.56‘W (S.O. 50 Aux. .v 3 
Vessels to E.O.C.O.S. 2210/1)
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SITUATION REPORT

Destroyers Off 
Skegness

-i3i inr;

miscellaneous

t 0455 it was learnt at the Admiralty 
that bomber aircraft had sighted 'at 0250 
3 destroyers steering east at high speed, 

liles D. of Skegness. Three quarters o: 
of a r.ile from these destroyers were 3 
larger vessels also steering E, and at 
2359/1 4 large vessels type unidentified, 
steering S.E. showing considerable wash 
were sighted 10 miles N. of Terschelling.
A squadron of torpedo bombers was sent to 
locate the ships off Skegness.

One magnetic mine has been exploded at 
Havre and one off Dover, and mines have 
been dropped in Weymouth Day and round 
the Isle of Y/ight. It is estimated that 
over 60 aircraft were involved (̂ .ir Ain. 
D.3. 320) Portland, ..eymouth, Portsmouth, 
Cherbourg, and the Y/estern entrance of 
Dover Harbour are closed.

Two magnetic and two contact mines have 
been exploded in the Narvik area; and 
moored mines are reported off Kinnaird
Head.

Three Dutch cross channel steamers have 
been commissioned as Naval Transports with | 
Dutch officers nd men ,nd are operating 
under C. in C.} Y/estem -“-pproach.es.

SS ORPOPlD (20,043 tons) which was bombed 
in Aarseilles harbour yesterday has suiik.
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iai aircraft reconnaissance of the Irish 
Coast was carried out from .ueenstown, 
west-about, to Sligo; and three A. .C's 
are patrolling off the II.W* coast.

^  3/g fo. 3f. oscn landed in England., including 69,812 J 
. ' Allies, while 45f00 Troops are on

There remain however 47,000 French 
Troops in the Dunkirk ^.rea of which 
25,000 are holding the defences; and at 
1517/2 Admiral l.ord requested that ships 
and air protection should be provided on 
nights of 2/3 and 3/4 June to enable all 
these to be evacuated. Two blockships 
have been sunk in Dunkirk harbour but 
the Channel is not completely blocked. 
During the final stages of the operation 
two trawlers and one Line Aecovery 
Drifter were sunk and two Hospital 
carriers and two a/S Trawlers were dam
aged. A total of eight Transports have 
now been lost and eight more disabled.

heavily attacked by our lighters who 
suffered no losses and shot down six 
certain and probably seven more machines. 
The Germans are reported to be preparing 
an aerodrome at ITordjordeide at the 
head of Hordfjord 120 miles S.7/. of 
Trondheim.

Seven were attacked by our aircraft off 
the outh of the AmS at about Aoon; and 
betv/een 2100 and 2200 one was attacked 
by aircraft off the Texel, one off the 
Hook, and three north.of Zeebrugge, none 
of these attacks was successful.

Photgrapliic air reconnaissance at 1900 
showed there were possibly five E Doats 
at Ynuiden.

Terschilling 50 miles which submerged; 
and later sighted off Tex&l Island 
what appeard to be a very large vessel 
with no funnel and a flight deck escorted 
by 5 or 6 smaller vessels. Dergen wa's 
heavily bombed by our Coastal Command 
aircraft.

Evacuation of -.A.P. The evacuation of the B.E.P. was con-
* a* (** pleted^'at 2300/2 its last stages having

been carried out during darkness; and 
at 0600/3 a total of 292,380 Troops had

*/<=> f> to U#K<> from Cherbourg in four ships

Aorway Enemy aircraft bombed ITarvik, but were

7 German __ -ireraft 
Carrier .

Deauforts of Ho 22 Squadron sighted a 
submarine of unknown nationality at 270°
n   -u t -i  c r \  - • w   -> •
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Invasion 1.e Sub 
marines re orting

Invasion Be Bombers 
Deporting

Training -ircraft to 
tie organised

Southampton ..ater

c v̂ A'

HOME COIElAItDS 
Precautioins

Enemy may use shallow draft Lighters 
and ii/Bs in addition to Transports and 
Warships for possible Invasion of 
England. If submarines enciounter what 
may be enemy forces proceeding towards 
U.K. they must report first and then 
attack. If not proceeding towards U.K* 
attack first and then report. Term U.K. 
here includes Straits of Dover. (R.A.S. 
to S/Li’s on patrol 1817/2)

As Germany may use both aircraft and 
surface vessels to invade England it is 
moso importance that British bombers over 
ITorth Sea should report all ships sighted 
at earliest moment possible without pre
judicing bombers' primary task, (^ir 
Ministry to Bomber Commands 1530/2)

iun preparing organisation to enable 
Training aircraft to form Operating 
oquadrons in event of grave emergency, 
when should propose place them unde/ 
operational control of Coastal Command. 
(E.A.K.A.S. to Adty 1746/2)

propose sink three 300' ships now in 
Southampton Water leaving deep water - 
channel clear. (C. in C. Portsmouth to 
Admty. 1417/2)

Destroyers only to 
be used

^-aximum number of Trans
ports asked for

Evacuation to Continue 
o/4 June

Operations

evacuation of B.E.P. Prom Dunkirk

In accordance with Adty. 2021/1 Evacua
tion up to 0700/2 is to be carried out 
using Destroyers only. Destroyers to be 
ready to open fire on any Batteries; and 
if channels found to be prohibitively 
dangerous by gunfire evacuation by day 
to cease and Adty. to be informed, (l S.L. 
to V..,. Dover 0115/2)

S. ..0* Dunkirk requests again maximum 
number transports for British and Drench 
at 2130/2) It is intended that all 
British shall be evacuated by midnight.
(V.A.Dover 0402/2 to Admty)

It is confirmed that ships will be pro
vided and air protection continued for 
evacuation on night 3/4 June if necessary. 
(y.C.N.S. to 3.H.L.O. 2512/2)
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Protection Patrol

Rear-Guard

Pinal Evacuation 
■:ri- .ngements

Pightors to be ready

47,000 trooos remain
ing .__Rearguard to _be
taken off if possible.

2.6.1940.
Sunday. 28

HOKE COLLAHDS

Operations

Evacuation of B.E.P. from Dunkirk, Contd.

Pour large . .T.B’s to patrol tonight 
during darkness off ITieuport Harbour for 
E-Boats. (C.in 0., Bore to P.O.I.C. Har
wich 1616/2)

Endeavour embark Rear-Guard from Beach re
maining after 0300 if necessry (V.^. Dover1 
to Porce K* [m/S) LOCUST 0338/2)

One Transport left Dunkirk at about 0243 
nothing waiting outside when I left at 
0306. (Y/IBCHELSEA 0340/2)

Evacuated two miles Colne Canal from 
frontier yesterday at midnight. Prench 
holding remainder to Bergues and beyond 
(IT.O. Dunkirk to L.O.I.C. Dover 0420/2)

About 5000 British. Bofors ammunition 
short. Sporting chance of embarking 
tonight. Maximum number of fast E/B's at 
inner end of long pier would assist.
(S.IT.O. Dunkirk to V.A. Dover 0830/2)

Maximum number Transports, Destroyers, 
and 1/S will evacuate from Pier and 
Harbour first ships arriving at'2100 re
mainder following at close intervals. 
Prench making own arrangements for em
barking from Beach and West Pier in Hew 
Harbour* (v’.A. Dover to S. .0. Dunkirk 
1251/2)

Preneh still maintain front line except 
just Bast of Bergues where Germans have 
penetrated 2 miles on a 2 mile front. 
Counter attack being made at 1500. Port 
quiet. Situation hopeful. (S.IJ.O.
Dunlcirk to V.A.Dover 1545/2)

Tighter patrols should be held available 
today to answer calls for help over Dun
kirk on request of V.A.Dover lAir Kin. 
1300/2)

Prench Adty* requested urgently by 
Admiral lord that evacuation shall continue 
up to and including night 3/4 June. There 
remains 47,000 troops to evacuate, of 
which 25,000 are holding the defences 
whilst remainder await evacuation tonight.

All British troops will have been taken 
off by a.m./5. If British are prepared 
to continue the air protection and 
despatch of ships on nights 2/5, 3/4 the 
remaining 25,000 troops who by their 
defence of Dunlcirk have made possible the 
evacuation o ' .E.P. may then*be taken off
themselves. (B. .L.O.karceuu 1517 "2)
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Rearguard

Counter Attack 
Bostnoned

. . . Evacuated

hoi.r : c o u t bids

Operations

Evacuation of B.E.F. from Dunkirk, Contd.

Admiral lord reports that if during 
night 2/3 June 30,000 men can be 
evacuated he hopes during night 3/4 June 
to withdraw the 35,000 men holding the 
bridge head, whose evacuation would 
require the berthing of numerous vessels 
as well as Boats for the 6000 men on 
shore between Halo-les-Bains and Balo- 
Terminous. British Officers are 
leaving Dunkirk tonight 2/3 June, but will 
be required there during night 3/4 June. 
If this schedule carried out the 
blocking will take place at end of night 
3/4 June. I' will keep you informed of 
decisions and must ask for help of 
British _ .T .:B 3 a3 all French E.T.B»s 
are damaged. (Adty to V.A. Dover 1610/
2, reported Oil3/3)

French counter-attack postponed till 
2000 hours, -remainder front quiet.
(3.1.0. Dunkirk to V.A.Dover 1915/2)

Dunkirk approach Channel under fire 
from guns (VERQ .OUS to H.O.I.C. Dover 2110/2.
B.E.F. evacuated. Returning now. (3.1.0. 
Dunkirk to V.^.Dover 2330/2]

Operation C. (Blocking of Dunkirk)

Admiral lord requests Block Ships 
arrive at entrance 0300 tomorrow night, 
lie will signal if placing postponed. 
(V.A. Dover to Adty. 0604/2) Propose 
Block Ships be sent to outer Dunkirk 
0300/3 as reauested (V.A.Dover to Adty. 
1255/2)

By 1600/31 Operation to be carried out 
forces sailing Downs about 1900/2 and 
expected arrive Dunkirk 0200/3. Owing 
to tide Block Ships cannot enter Dunkirk 
Harbour after 0330 on night 2/3 June. 
Final order to block to be given by 
Capt. Dangerfield who will enter Dunkirk 
ahead of forces and consult with 
Admiral lord. (D.O.D.II. to V.A. Dover 
1300/2)
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Hoj-.ni: c o h .lands

Operation G.K. (Blocking of Dunkirk) Contd

Admiral I'ord states evacuation will' not be 
completed during night 2/3. Blocking of 
Dunkirk must not take place for the moment 
Bnds. .7e hope, however, to complete 
evacuation tonight and blockships are 
being sent. Capt. Dangerfield has orders 
to arrange actual time with Admiral Nord 
(V.C.N.S. 1552/2 to S.L.O. Dunkirk)

Operation 0. t 

Dummy --prodromes

--lnhabet

--Geo Eyacuation

ho rv;ay

Operation 0A postponed 24 hours (k.O. 
ilarvik, 1124/2)

Dunniy aerodromes with dummy aircraft have 
been erected in Stavanger and Oslo areas. 
U i r  1 Ministry to II.g. Commands 170C/2)

-ALphabet nostponed 24 hours (h’.O. Narvik 
1210/2 to C.inC., H.T., R.A.A.)

Bodo evacuation completed 0115/1 with 
success with Naval and air co operation 
in fa.ce of continuous German pressure by 
land and air attack. (i’.O. Narvik 1500/2, 
1502/2, 1504/2)

Submarines
Positions 0600/3 (V.,.. (S) 1823/2)
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Air.

British Air At 0915 aircraft bombed M/V Z+000 tons name
Activity unknown at 58:10 N. 06:00 E. No damage

observed. (Donibristle 1235/2).

1

Damage at 
Bremerhaven & 
Hamburg

The Master of a neutral ship says that the 
damage caused at Bremerhaven by our recent 

raids has badly damaged the shore loading 
cranes and caused a violent petrol explosion 
and set warehouses on fire, while the damage 

done to Hamburg is said to be even greater. 
(Daily Air Summary 319)*

Enemy Air Activity

ALDERPOOL Being attacked by enemy aircraft 50:00 N.
00:1+0 W. (C. in C. , Portsmouth to Adty. 0013/3).

*

WORTHING
PARIS
(Hospital
Carriers)

Hospital carriers hav^e been bombed and 
severely damag^d^to^ay by Germans in circum
stances precluding mistake of their identity. 
(V. A. Dover to Adty. 2016/2).
PARIS sinking, 2 miles W. of Ruytingen Buoy 
(SABRE 203V 2

CALCUTTA Bombing 1035/2 to 1051/2 and 51° N. 1° E.
SHEARWATER Bombing at 51:13 N. 02:00 E. (CALCUTTA 1156/2).

SPURS A/S Trawler damaged by bomb. (VANQUISHER to 
P.0. Dover 1535/2).

MAX ) 
VULCAIN) 
ELBE ) 
THAMES )

Belgian Tugs MAX 177 tons and VULCAIN 200 tons 
set°on fire by aircraft and sunk; and two others 
ELBE 150 tons and THAMES 11+1+ tons were holed 
by bombs and abandoned off Dunkirk (Drily 
Summary 272)• 3.11.1337 states *** P 'S3.

GRE^UIGHT
KATREEN

Seven more British Pishing Trawlers attacked by 
aircraft between 01+00/1 and 1200/2 in North 
Sea. Of these GREWIGHT sunk, skipper killed a 
three wounded, and KATREEN leaking badly.
(P. 0. Humber to Adty. 1238/3)*

LIBERIA Trawler hit by bomb which failed to explode 
‘ (I.C. 01+71/140).
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MONA’S QUEEN My 2329/1 For MONA’S ISLE read MONA’S QUEEN. 
(V.A. Dover, 0605/2).

SLASHER Six fishing Trawlers attacked by aircraft 
about 75 to 80 miles E ■§• N. from Humber L/V 
between 1830 and 1930 1st June.
S/T SLASHER sunk, others damaged by bullets 
not seriously. (F.O. Humber, 1818/2).

One fishing trawler attacked 1930/1 at 5h:30 N. 
0:16:30 E. No casualties reported.
(F.O. Humber 1818/2).

Mining

o . ILine of mines sighted 329° from position 
163° JSBP 15 (ATHERSTONE to F.O.C.O.S. 1801/2)

One Blue Mine exploded 153° Knuckle I.
(V.A. Dover, to Adty. 2002/2).

One German "Y” type Mine swept at 51:2l+:l+0 N. 
01:1+6:30 E. (C. in C. Nore to Adty. 2351/2).

Floating Mine reported 51:09 N., 02:07 E.
(SALTASH to V. A. Dover 01+00/2).

Enemy Intelligence

E. Boats

5 destroyers 
3 large ships 

do.

One large vessel and large number E. Boats 
bearing 091 distance 12 miles course 120 
position 091 Bircham Newton 130 (aircraft 
No. 206 Sadn. to V.A.S. 0900/2). Cancel 
(C. in C., Nore 1250/2).

Aircraft report at 0250 three destroyers and 
three large" unidentified ships 25' E. of 
Skegness steering E. high speed; also at 
2359 four large vessels 10' W. of Terschelling 
steering 21+0. " (D.C. to Area A. 0530/2).
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3 large ships

1 E. "boat

3 E.boats

Enemy Intelligence (Contd.)

At 0000/2 3 large ships steering E. were 
reported 10 miles N. of Terschelling.
(I~C. 01+69).

1 E.boat at 52:01 IT. , 0l+:00 E. course 3^0° 
speed 28 knots at 2030/2. (A/C 220 Sqdn. 
to Chatham 2030/2).

3 E.boats course 215 bearing 01+5 distance 
2 miles from 51:^-0 N. 03:22 E. (A/C 220 
Sqdn. to Chatham 2125/2).

Miscellaneous

Enemy War Motor Boats are always to be 
described officially as "E" boats. (Adty. 
Message 1936/2).

Wind

North Sea

Horns Reef
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S.S. WINGA and 
JERNLAND

PARIS
(Hospital
carrier)

S.S. ORFORD 
sunk

LORD CAVAN

WIITGA sunk in collision with JERNLAND 
half mile N.E. of 20 Buoy. Latter picked up 
survivors. (LONDONDERRY to C. in C., Rosyth 
0149/2).

Taking to boats position W.Buoy 1818 G. M.T. 
(North Foreland Radio to Admiral Chatham 2/6) 
Badly damaged, engines useless (N. Foreland 
Radio 1810).

20,043 tons bombed and sunk in Marseilles 
Harbour 1/6 (D.C.N.S. 273).

H.M. Drifter, lost. All crew saved and 
being sent Lowestoft (IT.0. Ramsgate to Adty. 
1410/2).



Sal

U-Boats

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

French Positions convoys, Patrols, and 
Passage at 1300/2. (Adty. to C. in C., 
0026/2.

W. A.

St- Vincent reports Portuguese Govt, has 
ordered warships to Sal and has stopped supplies 
of building Materials and petrol to the island. 
(S.O.I. Freetown to D. N. I. 1915/2).

Portuguese destroyer TEJO expected sail 2/6. 
Destruction believed St* Vincent. (N. C.S.O. 
Lisbon to Adty. 1 2i+5/2).

Estimated dispositions. (Adty. to Areas A & B
1 216/2) .

Mediterranean

Attack on 
Ireland

Information received that German soldiers in 
civilian clothes are embarking at Naples 
for Spain whence they will be sent from Cadiz 
for attack on Ireland. (N. A. Rome to D. N. I. 
122^/2) See Comment in I.C. 01+71/U0.

S.S. ORFORD 
su$k

British S.S. ORFORD 20,0U3 tons was bombed and 
sunk in Marseilles Harbour this a.m. (D. C.N.S. 
273) (Note date of attack was 1/6, possible/- sank 2/6).

Greek V/arships

Italian
preparations

destroyers of HYDRA class ordered to Milos 
tomorrow. A destroyer patrol between Crete 
and Cape Maleas may be begun. (N.A. Athens 
to Alexandria 1900/2).

Naples reported (B.1) to have been practically 
in military control since 22/5 fbr embarkation 
and disembarkation of troops and stores. 
Further report (C.3) states all Italian goods 
in Genoa Harbour to be sent inland. (IT.A. Rome 
to D.N.I. 1727/2).
The tanker FEDE, 788U tons, with full cargo of 
oil was ordered to sail from Galveston full 
speed for Naples. (Daily Summary 272).



War Diary

Troops for 
Jamaica

Submarine

#

FOREIGN STATIONS

Important to get troops to Jamaica as early 
as possible both from political point of view and 
to provide guard for German prisoners of war 
ex merchant ships in Dutch W.I. who will be 
transferred to Jamaica. Escort of LADY DRAKE 
(troops to Iceland) can be effected about 
8/6. tc. in C. , A.W.I. 1611/2).

Captain H.M.C. Dockyard Halifax requested 
report details, of submarine reported from 
Halifax W/T station to be at OU^:28 IT. 063:27 W. 
at 091V1* (C. in C. , N.A.W.I. 09*4-2/2).

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Hone Commands

One M/V about U000 tons at 290° Lindesnes 35' 
at 0915/2. Bombed. No damage observed.
(i.c. 0470).
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0400
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1230
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0600

0950

0640

0342

1350

1600

0725

Early A.N. 

0605

U-BOAT C-B.IYJGN 1 LINING 

Ships r-ttacked

British s.s. torpedoed by U-boat at 0558
G._ .T. at 49.52’I." 05.35*W Crew
rescued by i'rench steamer (Lands End 
Radio to admiral Plymouth 0701/2)

(A/sTs) Sunk at 1613/2 and 1745/2 respectively atl
O O U 4- "U ' -v---*7___ m r\ A * - t  - **North l-’oreland 2 4 ’, probably by98
U-boat.

Submarines Reported

By aircraft 30* Pair Isle 3.3.

By trawler 54.2*11 1.42 *E (095° PiAnbor- 
ough Ha.) 133/IC 0470/40)

Possible periscope reported from shore 3. 
/'ojlyth 5 ' 55*6?K 1 »2 8 'v B 4 (I.C. 0470

By ROCHESTER 51.36 *N 06.05*7/ (240° 3t. 
David's Head) (I.C. 0470/40) (R0CN3ST3R 
1230/2, 1615/2) 1

. 4 /sBy .--1 vekf? Irawler Sa ON 24*3 by S. of
North Poreland.

Submarine position 49.52*11 05.35 *W 
(Oussant Radio O6OO/2)

Submarine sighted by aircraft No 22 
Squadron at 53.35*N 03.49*3 (aircraft 
22 Squadron 0950/2)
o.O. 50 i/S Group reports contact v.ith 
0/ C7#56^*L 01*56 fw. (C# in C* Rosytli
to Na ORI 0024/Z)

Suspected U-Boat 57.25'N. 1.04*Y/ (C in C
Ii.P. to ATK3RST0NE 1050/2)

a2 .N 14..< 256° Pinisterre 220* Position 
indefinite A.1. (I.C.0469)

52.00'N 06.15*7/ Reported by British
Tanker SAN ARCADIol

104° IT. Tyne Pierhead Light 5v>- miles. By 
aircraft (x>.0. Tyne 1604/2) Report not 
reliable (P.0. Tyne 1653/2)

Submarines A ttacked

ouspeciea U—Bout bomoed by aircraft 30* 
Bast of Buchan Ness (D.C.N.S. 273)
Three Destroyers hunted a reported U-Boat 
off Aberdeen (D.C.N.S. 273)
NAORI dropped D/Cs at 146° Pair Island 50* 
No results reported.



War Diary

Ireland

Evacuation of D. 
from Punic irk

Havre

Dieppe

B » 6•1940•
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT

Reliable information received by 
Inspector General of R.Y.C. states that 
six persons landed recently from a U- 
Boat at --inehead between Pungarvan Har
bour and Youghal Pay and were met by 
members of I.R.A.

The evacuation of the Rear-Guard of 
about 30,000 Troops proceeded during the 
night 3rd/4th. British Destroyers, 
Personnel, Vessels and Paddle mine
sweepers embarked Troops from the Bast 
Pier; other British and Prench vessels 
worked from the west Pier of the outer 
port; and small craft used the Inner 
Harbour and ferried Troops to vessels 
waiting outside. Rear .admiral Dover 
controlled the movements of ships from 
a 1 .T.B; and at midnight 3rd/4th a total 
of 301,216 Troops had been landed in 
England from the port since the 26 Hay 
when the operation beg n, of whom 
211,258 were British fit, 13,055 British 
wounded, 84,675 RLlied fit, and 1,230 
idlied wounded. thick fog off Dover
delayed the arrival of Prench Troops, and 
poor visibility prevented enemy aircraft 
activity; but since the operation began 
259^ nemy aircraft have certainly been 
bright down and 143 more probably, while 
the British aircraft losses have been 38 
machines in all. Two more Blockships 
have been sunk in the main channel at 
Dunkirk, and a third was sunk by magnetic 
mine. There were no casualties to H.... 
ships during the evacuation period today; 
and .admiral ITord has arrived* at Dover ino Tr *7* T3Co a. • o. •. . #

The total losses of Ships during the 
evacuation have been six Destroyers, one 
Pleet minesweeper, one Gunboat, one 
P.A.A. Tender, five Paddle -Dinesweepers,
eight Trawlers, three Drifters, two" 
armed Boarding Vessels, one dan-laying 
Vessel, one Linesweeper, and one Tug*

Was heavily bombed at 2115/3, petrol 
tanks being set on fire and damage re
ported at several points.
The Drench PURPIBV, 603 tons, was sunk 
by . ine in the main channel at 1600/3 but 
was towed clear of the channel before' 
sinking.

French : inesjeepers are now operating .
There is every indication that the enemy 
laid further mines during the last two 
nights. D.S.T. reports that H  guns re 
essential before the port is opened.



V/ar D i a r y 3.6.1940
Monday.

39

Lining
SITUATION K3P0RT Contd.

One magnetic nine has been exploded off 
Dover. Harwich (mined 31 Hay/l June) 
is temporarily closed; hut Portsmouth, 
Portland, Weymouth, Cherbourg, and the 
Western entrance of Dover Harbour were 
opened p.n./3 after enemy minelaying las 
night.

The Harwich Examination Steamer was 
mined and sunk.

A new type of magnetic mine,(apparently 
mass-produced) was dropped by parachute 
at Pontrieux near the Prench Coast. The 
second dropped exploded, but the first 
is being exar ined at Brest.

Two parachute magnetic nines, at first 
thought to be bombs, were dropped in 
Sussex during the night 2/3.

British A ir activity

Paris Bombed

U-Boats

morning and dusk patrols were flown over 
the Dunkirk area; and fighter protection 
for shipping in the straits began at 0415 
Little enemy opposition was encountered. 
At 1730 aircraft reported an unidenti
fied Cruiser off Haugesund (Norway) 
proceeding North; and at 2115 six 3 
Boats were sighted off the Scheldt and 
were attacked by three 250 lb bombs all 
of which failed to explode.

Chartres, Paris, Villa caiiblay and Le 
Bourget were bombed. It is estimated 
that 100 aircraft took part. Citroen 
'Works near Paris v/ere damaged and Chartrl 
Paris railway and road were damaged and 
are out of action. (B.Ij.L.O Paris 19C0/3)

A U-Boat on the surface was bombed off 
Berwick at 0600/5 and at °900/3 was 
again seen stationary on the surfa.ce.
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Defence of U. K.

Landing Beaches Reconnaissance of coast from Southampton to Solway
to determine beaches possible for the landing 
of tanks di rect from barges or special craft 
will be carried out forthwith. Co-operation 
with R. N. and R. A. F. will be arranged. (H.O. for
011+0/3) •

Dundee Electrically controlled depth charges now laid 
(N.O.I.C. Dundee, 2330/3).

Humber Ships in harbour appear very exposed to attack by
M. T. B. ’s either alone or in conjunction wL th 
aircraft. If Humber is to be used as base for any 
length of time, anti-M.T.B. defence is an urgent 
requirement. Even a dummy boom would be of 
some value. (C.S. 18, 1 221+/3) •

Night trawling Eastern Command request night trawling by fishermen
off Norfolk and Suffolk coasts be prevented in 
view of danger of foreign craft mixing with our 
trawlers and getting shorewards in their company 
(ttr^JM'or, 221+5/3).

Norfolk Broads Nearly 2,000 power boats are operating daily in
Norfolk Broads area for pleasure or profit. 
Considered possible hiring by enemy agents or 
perhaps capture by enemy after an aerial landing 
might"prove a serious menace. Recommend 
none be allowed to run without a special licence 
and those laid up be grouped in selected areas with 
essential machinery parts removed. I gather that 
I". O.I.C. Yarmouth has power to give such orders 
and am directing him to proceed accordingly.
(C. in C. , Nore, 1210/3).

Enemy Raiders Repeating precautionary advice when intercepting
---- '-------  ax' merchant ships, in view of renewal of enemy

raider activities. (A.C.W. A. 201+1/3).

Re immobilisation and demolition - differentiation 
suggested. (C. in C., Nore, 1130/3).



41

War Diary
Monday.

HOME COMMANDS

Movements

Submarines Position 0600/1+. (V.A.S. 1709/3* D.C. 2020/3).

Q-perations

Evacuation of B.E.F.

Plans Intentions for tonight June 3-1+. Maximum effort
with all available remaining vessels between 
2230/3 and 0230/1+. We shall send ships to entire 
length of Eastern Jetty as quickly as possible 
capable of accommodating 1i+,000 men. We will 
assist with ships at the Western Jetty in the 
Avant port to extent of accommodation for 5,000 
men. In addition French ships will be responsible 
for evacuation from the Malo Beach, Quai Felix 
Fausfe and the new Avant port for which cannot 
estimate number. Essential troops must be at 
point of embarkation at the times stated in 
adequate numbers. Shall leave landing officer and 
men on Eastern Jetty. M.T.B. will be at your 
disposal fr*m 2200. Would be deeply grateful if 
special arrangements could be made to evacuate as 
many British wounded as possible in return for 
British effort on behalf of French troops.
(V. A. Dover to Admiral Nord, 1108/3).

Tugs Disposal Adty. 2321/1. Amended instructions for disposal
— ----- '-----of tugs and lighters requisitioned for Operation.

(D. of S.T. 0 7 W 3 ) .

Destroyers
Disposal

On completion of operation Dynamo destroyers taking 
part are to be sailed for their home ports, where 
they should remain to comply with Adty. 2339/1 
and make good minor defects. (D.D.O.D.(H)
201+6/3) •

CALCUTTA A s withdrawal from Dunkirk tonight 3/k is planned 
for 0230 instead of 0300. I do not propose to 
employ CALCUTTA as a /a  escort. (V. A. Dover 11+19/3)
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Evacuation of B. E. F. (Contd.)

Dunkirk evacuation tonight Monday. Prom East Pier 
by personnel vessels, destroyers and paddle 
minesweepers. Prom Y/est Pier new outer port by 
other minesweepers, corvettes, skoots and French 
vessels. Drifters and smaller craft inner harbour. 
All ships to leave by 0230/1+. H.M.S. LOCUST 
will remain outside entrance receiving loads 
ferried out by small boats. Tugs will be available 
outside Dunkirk. (V.A. Dover to Force K, LOCUST 
GUILLEMOT, KINGFISHER, 1i+I+0/3).

Orders to ships for berthing, evacuation tonight. 
(F.O.I.C. Dover, 151+2/3) Amended 1802/3).

R.A. Dover, will be in M.T.B. 102 tonight, 
display red and green vertical light, and vail 
control traffic and movement in Dunkirk Harbour. 
(V.A. Dover, 1730/3).

Nearly all British Forces were withdrawn Dunkirk 
by 2300/2. Total landed U.K.

British, fit 209>561+ 
British, casualties 13*001+ 
Allies, fit 69,017 
Allies, casualties 795

Total 292,380
(D.N. I. (Katel), 2030/3).

At noon, 3/6, the total had reached 305*078 - 
British, 211,137 fit and 13*001*. casualties,
Allied, 79*808 fit and 1,129 casualties. (D.S. l*./6).

Evacuation, French Coast

Position 0900. Enemy aircraft heard to seaward 
0130. Port open, quays etc. intact. No 
indication of mine dropping near here but this 
a.m. ’ s incoming convoy, which was directed to 
Brest except for 1 ship arrived safely and will be 
ready to leave this evening with another if they 
can be accepted in U.K.; there will be about 2,300 
troops left"over from those due for passage today. 
(B.N.L.O., Marceau, 111+5/3).

Position 1730. No air raids, port open. Traffic 
normal all waiting troops probably leave tomorrow. 
(B.N.L. 0. Marceau, 2100/3).
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Le Havre

Dieppe

HOME COMMANDS.

Evacuation, French Coast (Contd.)

Continued sweeping inside harbour barrage.
No mines exploded. French vessel blown up at 
1600 and sank by mine in main channel, towed clear 
of channel before, sinking. (B. N. LO. Marceau, 
2110/3). (See also Air).

Following from D.S.T.O. Dieppe. French M/S 
now operating. Every indication that further enemy 
mines laid last two nights. After conference 
with military, submit A/A guns essential before 
opening port. (B. IT. L. 0. Marceau, 1905/3).

Operation jC. K. (Blocking of Dunkirk)

Operation C.K. completed. 2 block ships sunk 
between breakwaters but regret obstruction of 
channel not achieved. (VIVACIOUS 04-00/3)*

Operation to be repeated tonight 3/6, forces 
sailing from Downs about 2000. Expected time of 
arrival Dunkirk Roads 0130/4. (D. O.D.H. 1158/3).

Operation C.K. with orders dated June 2 is being 
repeated with 24 hours delay. (D.O.D.H. 1201/3).

Admiral Du Noj*d approves completion of blocking 
tonight. (V.A. Dover, 1659/3)*

Yrnuiden

Blockships at entrance exactly as reported 
previously. South Outer Canal appears to be 
blocked by sunken small craft. There has been 
more movement of barges in the harbour since 
previous sortie than has been the case in other 
Dutch ports. Foundry of Works north of harbour 
appears to be working fully, barge movement may 
be connected with this. Apparent fast passenger 
vessel 300 ft. long lies in one of northern 
bays. (Aircraft 0450/3)*
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Operations

Narvik

Sailed for patrol to northward of Tromso 
pending further information (P.0. , I.C.S., 0730/3)

whenever required. Ample landing area. Temporary 
obstructions to prevent possible enemy landings 
can be cleared at short notice. Am asking 
F. 0. Narvik to reconnoitre Military Aerodrome near 
Nyborg. I should appreciate information regarding 
object of Swordfish activities in that area.
(R. A. P. H.Q. Norway to Air Min. OOijO/3).

YVould be glad to know whether I can count on 
receiving a certain number of hours notice c£ 
any enemy movement by sea or air on Iceland. 
Unlikely to obtain much warning from observers 
as enemy aircraft expected to keep well to sea
ward until close to objective. Any information 
that point would assist me to formulate plan.
My one aircraft temporarily out of action, can 
decision now be given reference to flying boats. 
(Aldbaster, Reykjavik, 1729/1 , to Y/ar Office, 
Reed, from War Office at 2015/3)*

Harstad Arrivals 3/6. (R. A. Narvik, 2006/3)

Aerodromes Lakselz otherwise Banak is available for use

Iceland



War hi ary 3.6.1940
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HOME CQMLAIIDS

AIR

Aec onnass anc e

■ ill. Cl i r iT iSEA

Ls Havre 
-------- a

British -uir Activity

Over Statlandet from 1540. At 1650, 
wireless station bombed and machine 
gunned in 60. 50'll, 4.40*2.
At 1735 cruiser clo-ss unknown, sighted 
in 59.14 N., 5.09 E (honibristie, 2000/3)

Over Wilfcetashaven from 1200/3. 2 torpedo 
Boats possibly WOLE class, 3 patrol craft] 
probably L-.T.B*s. Kipperhafen, 1
minelayer gu: nery training (probably 
BRU11ER or sister ship) 2 M.T.B's 
unlcnov.m number i .T.B’s at Pier dry dock. 
Tirpitzhafen empty, no j/.'s in Canal,

motor boats ta>.ir

Enemy ^ir activity

British, attacked 49.421 ., 00.25'W 
(^LDEiiPOOL, 0015/5) Position given as 
50.00 h., 0040*W (C. in C. Portsmouth 
0013/3)

Machine gunned 135° Korth Goodwin 15 m 
(WIiTCHELSEA 0058/3)

heavy a i ^ ^ i ^ ^ b o u t  2115. Petrol tanl:s 
ablaze, . ....... -.1 and C.I.M. on South
aier,cotton shed, iron works, and 
previous points in town. (h.C.S.O., Le 
Havre, 2230/3)

At 0025/3, during a raid by minelaying 
aircraft, an enemy machine flying about 
1 mile E. of Warner light vessel at a 
height of 700 feet was engaged by 
E.M.S. ALAESPCRD. Thesre was a very 
heavy explosion and it is believed 
mine was exploded by 12 pdr. shell and 
aircraft destroyed. (C. in C., Ports
mouth 1957/3).

Two parachuTe magnetic mines were 
dropped near Porest Row, Sussex by 
enemy aircraft 3/6.

60 aircraft ?/ere employed in minelaying 
between Dungeneos and the Isle of
Wight. (J.I.C.5)



War Diary

Ports closed

Ports open

Cherbourg

Enemy Pining

Dover Barrier, 
Ivlinela--rlng

Night Sweeping

Cruiser

i,l. T. B ’s

HOME COMMANDS

Mining

Due to aircraft ninelaying last night, Portsmouth 
Weymouth, Portland, Dover western entrance and 
Cherbourg are closed (I.C.0476/40, Adty. 0806/3, 

V. A. Dover 0341/3).

Cancel my 0327/3* Port is now open. (C. in C. 
Portsmouth 1433/3) Western entrance of Dover 
Harbour, Portland, Weymouth and Cherbourg are also 
open. (V.C.N. S. 274).

Possibility of Mines laid off Cherbourg. (P.M. 
Cherbourg to Adty. 0152/3)*

Have just sunk Floating mine 51:16 IT. 1:46:8 E. 
(ALBURY to V.A. Dover 0422/3)

One magnetic mine has been ex loded off Dover. 
(V.C.N. S. )

Desired to mine Dover Barrier as close as possible 
to French Coast. Consider can be done by 
submarine with less risk than destroyers.
Propose PORPOISE and NARWHAL working from Ports
mouth. (D. O.D. (H) to C. in C. H. F. , V.A. S. ,
V.A. Dover, 2049/3) PORPOISE and NARWHAL will be

Probable that enemy will lay parachute . .ines in 
our harbour entrances after dark on night that 
expedition starts. Essential that sweepers 
should be able to clear the entrances at once 
so that our warships can sail without delay. 
Organisationibr night sweeping to be prepared 
at^each port where warships likely to be based. 
(A.C.N. st(H) 1912/3).

Sighted by aircraft in 59-14'N, 5-09’E class 
unknown (Donibristle, 2000/3) C. in C., Rosyth 
2336/3)
6 in position 51-45 N., 3-15 E at 2113 course 
225, soeed 20 knots (Nore W/T, 2335/3) Were un
successfully attacked by 3 250 lb bombs, all of 
which failed to explode. (V.C.N.S.)

3 in position 51.40’N 3*27'E at 21 20/2 course 
240° Bombed and machine gunned, damage unknown, 
no hits, lifter bombing M.T.B’s changed course, 
one believed to have turned into channel IT. of 
Schonwen. (Chatham 0050/3)



War Diary 3 . 6 . 1 9 4 0
Monday.

HOME COM AMDS

Enemy Intellicence Contd.

. .. 's Contd.

LUTS 07/

Destroyer

3S DEUTSChLMLiD 
Jo -j— --H7 
S3 u:

1 attacked in 52.1*N 4.0’E at 2135/2 
not hit (Chatham 0050/3)

1 nombed 2130/2 in 53.10*1/ 4.35 *E course 
030° Not hit (Chatham 0100/3)

(EX DEUTSCHLAND) confirmed that she 
returned to Kiel about 13/4 or 14/4 
with stern badly damaged (B.W.S.G. 39)

•
1 bombed at Ymuiden at 0811 No hits 
(I.C. 0471)

ibn informed by Swedish Salvage Captain 
that three nnemy Transports sunk early 
April and still visible are off Aalborg 
DEUTSCHLAND 21,000 tons and EMDEN 700 tons 
and off Aarhus BREMEN 50,002 tons, re
port confirmed from another source.
(Acting Consul Malmo OOI0/3 to Puckich)

WEATHER
APT? /* 7/1ND VISIBILITY
North Sea 3.7/. moderate or 

fresh in North. 
Variable light 
elsv/here.

Good or 
Moderate,fog 
patches.

Channel & Easterly light 
Western Approaches

Good or 
Moderate 
Nog Patches

H o m s  Reef N.W. Light or 
moderate

inderate or 
Poor, fog 
patches

Dutch Coast Variable Li ht Good
Norwegian Coast N.W. Light in S. 

S.W. moderate in 
North

l-oderate or 
poor in South 
Good in North

OUTLOOK

Similar

Similar

Visibility im
proving

Similar

Visibility 
Deteriorating 
in North.



c a s u a l t i e s ;l d  d e p o t s

.-L..C.-..U]!.' RCVK hj Reporting following casualties yesterday
YKSIBLIL (Sunday) during Operation Dynamo, Sunk
3unlc -by torpedo, BLACKBURN ROVERS, WESTELLA,

("V.A.Dcver, 0325/3)

:-0^ ^ The Dutch sheen's ship v/as lost 3/6 off
Dunkirk. 3 of crew landed at Dover. It 
is "believed that 10 others v/ere also 
saved.

Sv^edish s.s., sunk in position 102°
South foreland lighthouse 1.2 miles 
after collision with s.s. KELE. Request 
promulgation of wreck v/hich may "be 
dangerous to navigation. (V.A.Dover, 
0130/3 Mloycis -/(>.

Shir on -ire Shore reports of ship on fire 5 r S.E. of
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Bfg.r Diarv 3.6.1940,
lionday.

French

Patrols

Vigo

FORRIGh S TATI CHS

Forth .Atlantic

French positions 1200/3 (Admty to C. in C. 
W.A. 0200/3)' do 1200/4 (D.C. 2358/3)

Patrols A.F. to A.K. off Spanich Coast 
cancelled and ^reas 1 , 2 and 3 substituted 
(details) (D.C., 0756/3)

. lumber of young Germans noticed in Vigo
increased in last few days and is arc using 
comment. _.o change in shins except that 

U S A T C A M O  3 C w  IAII0 has been repainted and looks 
less light. (Vigo lOOs/s)

1 talian Destroyers, 
Ceuta Have received report from Admiral Africa, 

that 5 Italian destroyers intend to visit 
Ceuta shortly. Situation at Tangier al
ready delicate owing to large number of 
Italians there and the presence of Italian 
destroyers in these waters seems to me 
most undesirable in present conditions. 
Suggest enquiry be made of Spanish Govt, 
(F.O.C.U.A., 1248/3)

Italy- Air

/J1GUS

Flying Boats

Leghorn

mediterranean

Reported that Italians are developing a 
gliding torpedo or bomb for attack on large 
distant objectives. (Ha. of II., 17Cc/o)

To be sailed for Gibraltar as soon as 
practicable. P.O.C.H.A. to assist in 
provision of destroyer escort. (D.C.h. (i) 
to C. In C., lied. 1758/3)

1 Sunderland Sqdn. from Western -roro aches 
consisting of 4 1.2. plutf 2 I.R. 
lands to oroceed to -Alexandria (--ir — in. 
1305/3)

Orders have been given at Le -hom that all 
merchandise on sea-front and customs are 
to be cleared before 15 June. Preoaxati.-ns 
for war continue. (L.A. Rome to h.H.I. 
1644/o)

Convoys .C ., C ,

Has ul ini, t Cltt

hast Indies

AhHT to escort Convoy .C. to Aurb . 
Convoy . . from Durham to Honbamu
C. 2.1. 15032/i) TLSi

Propose Port a s u l i p r A b e  3 r c t i c v  « 
class 2 routeiiq port ana -ort o-ffierr 
appointed reporting ©fiieer* a w <U <&cIndia have no objection.......... . .
10454/i)



Trocrs for Iceland

T.C. 5.

— . C 1 s

French Cruisers 

IE.IL8 HEREIN

HECTOR

1540

iLC LG-ni.. j-uinD )
lfcSA ES3BERGER ) 

Shins in H.E.I.

DELOS

Jar Diary 3.6.1940. 
Londay.

lOREIGi; STATIONS

M-ierica <1 Jest Indies

To "be transported in EHPAE3S OP 
AUSTRALIA escorted by EKERAED who '.Till 
return to Halifax for T.G. 6.

REVENGE to escort as previously arranged. 
(A.C.N.S. (T) 2028/3)

-"our 1303/28. With limited number of x-. 
i— C ’s available for convoy escort duties 
one additional vessel only can be spared 
vrtiich It is hoped will join your 
command about 21/6. Hoped to rectify 
limitations of COMORIN when vessel is 
refitted in U.K. Your proposal con
cerning near junction position for H.X. 
and .H.X. convoys is concurred in (L.C.D 
(1") 2029/3 to C.in C., A.W.I)

To assume duties of flag Officer.
Jamaica I’orce. G. in C. A.¥*I, 1221/5)

PRIluJJGUET sailed for Dakar today.
JE-nEiiS DRVRC, now at Halifax, relieves 
her. (Q. in C., 1211/3)

Left Halifax 1750/3 direct to Brest. 
(E.O.C., 5 3S, 1833/3 to A.LI.C's on 
patrol, 1032/4)

New Zealand

Requesting to consider 'withdrawal of 
HECTOR jfrom New Zealand owing to 
increasing naval requirements in the 
Indian Ocean and Atlantic owing to 
attitude of Italy and closing of Red- 
iterranean route. (D.O.D. (P) to Hew 
Zealand Eavy Board. 1046/3)

gbhlaj: m e r c h a n t  s h i p s

One M.V about 700 tons 62.10*11 5.00*E
Course 255° aircraft report (I.C. 047l)

China

Potential A^L.C*s G lina, li AND doched
on June 1. Previous docking on Dec 2<*
ELSx- ESSBERGER docked L  J 30, undocked 
June 1. Both ships have full bunkers. 
(C.O.S., Singapore, 03012/3)
Y/hich were seized by the R.E.I. 
authorities have been renamed and are 
0cill; assembled at Batavia and Sur. b.. a 
for overhaul List in EW 6G39
mediterranean (Black Sea)
Arrived (Uacrae, Galatz, 1240,'3)



V/ar D i a r y 3.6.1940. 
i-o n day.

U-BQr T CilTAXGl'T & EIHIMJ

PUKb’IXIA, Sunk

Examination Steamer

0804

0904

0515

2118

0840

2000

0720

estimate Dispositions

0304

0804

1915

2118

Ships ivttaclced

French Tanker (605 tons) was mined 
1600/3 at Havre "but was towed clear of 
the fairway before she sank at 1655. 
(V.C.N.S) (li.C.S.O. Havre, 1655/3)

Examinaticn steamer mined and sunk today 
in approx, position 055° 2% cables from
charted position of Outer Ridge Buoy 
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 1955/3)

Submarines Reported

Reported by aircraft 123* Ely S. of Isle 
of Hay, Birth of forth, (224 Sqdn. 0304/3)

One submarine in sight 55.42*1-1 00.58*
(? W. or E) (aircraft 224 Scan to H. . 
0904/5)

58.6 *11 1.45 *W aircraft report.

55.54*11 5.56*S, aircraft report (aircraft 
224 Sqdn 2140/3)

51.41*11 10.17*17. Seen from shore off
Kemmare River estuary in S.W. Ireland 
(D.A.S.W. 3 June)

Oil stifcik at 58.16*1! 03.42*7! course 150
speed 3 knots (aircraft 612 Sqdn. to 18 
Rec. H.,,. 2047/3)

IKITOH sighted a U-Boat 190 miles S. of 
Aberdeen (A.S.W.D. 273)

(D.D.I.C., 1202/3)«■*

Submarines attacked

By aircraft 55.48*1! 0.58*E Bombed (l.C. 
0470/40)

Bombed submarine, large oil patch (Duty 
Z 224 Sqdn. to u-roup !!•>„. 08X0/3 Position 
55.58*1!., 0.42* E or ./. (C. in C., Rosyth 
0954/3, 1102/5(WESTON was sent to 
continue hunt)

58*16 *Ii. 02.18* .7 Bombed, an oil streak 
(I.C. 0471, A.3./.B. 273)

55.54*1! 3.56 *E Bombed, no ..its. (l.C. 0471)
- -1

i



War Dialer.

Defence of U.K.

Evacuation of 
B .E .P . from
Dunkirk.

Air.

Mining.

Mediterranean.

Italian situation.

1+. 6.1+0. 
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT

Active steps are still being taken to improve 
and coordinate the defences of the U.K. against
Jossible invasion.he air reconnaissances for warning of approach 
of invading enemy forces have been rearranged 
and further patrols instituted.

The evacuation ended at IO30/U, when the fleet 
of rescue ships was dispersed and the Germans 
entered Dunkirk. The final totals of troops 
withdrawn, excluding a considerable number of 
French troops still on passage, were 211,265 
British fit, 13*055 British casualties, 109,91+2 
Allied fit and 1,230 Allied casualties, or 
335»U90 in all. Only non-combatant troops 
were left behind; and two more Blockships 
were sunk at Dunkirk it is believed successfully.

Enemy aircraft were reported near Lov/estoft, 
Yarmouth, Beachy Head and Selsey Bill 
before dawn and after dark on 1+/6; it is 
presumed these flights were connected with 
minelaying.

Le Havre was bombed, and it is reported that 
aircraft laid mines off Cherbourg.

It is reported that Kirkenes was bombed with 
incendiary bombs on 3/§ and l+/ft, considerable 
damage being caused.

Mines were laid by enemy aircraft outside 
Cherbourg during the night 3 A  but all 
probably outside the swept channel. The 
port is open to treated ships.

"Gardening" still continues.

RESOLUTION and ARETHUSA have left for 
Gibraltar.

At 1941A  the SICILIA, 961+6 G.T., was 
sighted at 36°22’30" N. 23°lVE. carrying 
troops and steering 095° •

The Italia Line has resumed advertisement 
of transatlantic sailings, and the loading 
and sailing of Italian ships from Buenos 
Aires is stated to have recommenced. There 
were 15 Italian ships in U.K. ports to-day.

U-boats. Aircraft attacked a U-boat off Kinnaird 
Head and the Lizard respectively and 
estimated one hit in each case.



War Diary
HOME COMMANDS

2+. 6. i-MD. 
Tuesday.

Defence of U.K.

Seaham Adty. 1903/2. Not intended to institute examination 
service at Seaham Harbour as arrangements for 
examination of Seaham bound vessels at Sunderland are 
satisfactory. (F. O.I.C. Tyne, 1216/1+)-

Kent Coast Adty. 1956/28/5- E. and N. coasts Kent are in
Army Section No. 1 though in Dover and Nore Commands. 
Suggest that N.O.I.C. Ramsgate be given charge of 
these coasts for L.D. Coast in Nore Command to extend 
from Swale to IT. Foreland (C. in C. , Nore 1 2l|-2+/1+).

W. Coast Adty. 1903/2. There are many small ports in Rosyth 
of 'Scotland Command on W. coast which could be used by enemy

craft as visualised in para 1, and where there is no 
personnel immediately available for talcing required 
precautions. As West coast ports have so far not 
been included in schemes prepared to counter attempted 
invasion request information whether arrangements 
required by your 1903/2 should apply to W. coast ports 
equally to those on E. coast. If so considerable 
extra personnel required and schemes for improvement 
of communications must be undertaken forthwith (C. in C. 
Rosyth 11^3/2+) • : 1//7K

Immobilis- Details of proposals for immobilising E. coast ports 
ation of from Berwick to Scarborough inclusive. (P.0. Tyne, 
Ports ' 1657/ 14. to Adty).

Minefield Propose shallow moored Minefield be laid across two 
channels between South Palls and Long. 2 E. (V.A., 
Dover, 2019/1+ to Adty.)

Marine Request earliest possible transfer of Marine Brigade
3-pigade to operational control of C. in C. Home Forces for

use in Liverpool and Harwich Areas. (C. in C., Home 
Forces 1 207/2+ to Adty.)

MIRIAM Allotted as blockships for Leith (D. of L.D. 1512/1+). 
RAVELGT0N

Naval Civilians on staff, who are willing, to be enrolled
Establish- in L.D.V. for service in the establishment (1st Lord, 
ments 1605/2+) •



War Diary 4. 6. 40.
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS

Defence of U.K. (Contd.)

Norfolk
Broads

♦

Your 1210/3* Order prohibiting navigation of power 
boats was made 1st June and comes into force 5th 
June. Organisation of grouping is proceeding. 
(N.O.I.C., Yarmouth, 1100/4, to C. in C., Nore).

Signal
Co-ordin-
ation

Adty. 1913/2. Apparent that co-ordination of 
signals between the three Services is necessary. 
Proposed meeting between representatives. (Hofor,
201 5 A) •

Southern
Irishmen.

No more to be employed on Adty. contracts in 
Protected Area in North of Scotland. (Adty. 1 549/4) •

Movements

ARETHUSA To sail for Gib. forthwith. (V. C.N. S. 1030/4).
Left Sheerness 1630 for Gib. Expects to arrive 1600/7 
(C. in C. , Nore, 1754/4, 1443/4, 1134/4)
Reason (A.C.N.S.(F) 1928/5 to A. C.N.B.)

RESOLUTION To sail for Gib. screened by WOLVERINE, WITHEk INGTON, 
VISCOUNT to position B (C. in C. , H.F. 0026/4,
0903/4, C. in C. , W.A. 1614/4, Reason A. C. N. S. (F), 
1928/5).

ARGUS Adty. 1758/3. Anticipate ARGUS will sail 1500/5- 
(ARGUS 1105/4)-

M. T. B.
Flotillas

Allocation (A.C.N.S.(H) 1212/4).

Dutch M/B
m . 73

Arrived Portsmouth from Belgian operation (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 2131/4).

Patrols Temporary patrols established in area North Goodwin 
L.V., R. buoy, U. buoy, by day and night. By A/S 
trawlers by night only. Details (V.A. Dover 1810/4).

NELSON Intend to sail NELSON for Clyde pm/5. (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 1133/4)*

CARDIFF To join 2nd C.S. temporarily during absence of 
ARETHUSA ( A. C. N. S . ( H) 111 9/4) •

L.L. trawlers 2 to sail as soon as possible. (D.M. S. 1345/4) • 
for Meditn.
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Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS

Movements (Contd.)

Submarines Positions 0600/5- (V. A. S. 1954/4, D.C. 211+0/1+).

No known casualties to H.M. ships jresterday Monday 
during operation Dynamo. MEDWAY QUEEN reported

in my 0856/31/5 has been located. (V.A. Dover

Adty. Communique on the 2100/3 news gave MONA’s ISLE 
as sunk, instead of MONA’S QUEEN. Request correction 
(V. A. Dover 01+36/1+).
Dynamo completed. Ships and personnel to be dispersed 
in accordance with Adty. 2321/1, 1308/2, 071+8/3*
(V.A. Dover, 1035/4, Adty. 11+23/4)- j

Pinal figures up to 1300/4 evacuated form Dunkirk:- 
British 181,027* British wounded 2,335
French 119,210 Allied wounded 4,646
Total 307,218

(V.A. Dover, 1405/4)-

It is believed that Dunkirk harbour was successfully

Cherbourg Position 0930/4* Enemy laid mines outside port
0100/4. Wharves and quays intact. Port open to 
treated ships. Railway facilities intact. French 
Marine reports mines have been laid outside the 
port but are probably all clear of swept channel, 
incoming convoy arrived safely. All troops waiting 
passage will be embarked today. (B.N.L.O. Uarceau,
1110/4)-
Please forward another section of minesweeping 
vessels for sweeping harbours Cherbourg, Havre and 
entrance into Rouen. Urgent (Cherbourg 1 226/1+).

Position 1730/4. Same as 0930/4* Two British L.L.

Operations

Evacuation of B. E. P.

I Operation C.K.

blocked on completion of the evacuation (D.C. 0814/4)

French Coast

sweepers arrived 1600 (B.N.L.O. Marceau, 1715/4)*



Y/ar Diary

Movements
etc.

British Air

Gardening;

Air Recon- 
naissance

Invasion
•patrols.
S . 1 2,7/. 2.

S . A. 1,2,3

Bombardment
Policy

1+. 6. UO.
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Horway.

Asking for fighter protection to cover a certain 
movements of destroyers. Enemy troops reported 
3/6 crossing from Festrag and Sorfold to Northward 
in fishing craft. Re small British armed vessel. 
Anticipate Radiators will he able to fly off from 
Bardufoss for certain purpose 0300/8 (F. O.I.C. Narvik 
1050/4 to R.A. (A).)

For V 6  to locate small craft in which may be endeavour
ing to return to Ramsgate or Dover with allied troops. 
Similar reconnaissance at daylight 5/6. (V.A. Dover,
1 333/4) •

Anticipate that prior to invasion by sea the enemy 
will attempt diversion by sending warships to attack 
Northern Patrol or Narvik Shipping Route. Patrol 
called S.12 to be undertaken for observation. 
Continuous daylight is the ideal but at present 
2 Sunderlands flying 2 circuits each daily is all that 
can be spared. Patrol W. 2 to run daily to observe 
enemy vessels attempting to run Faeroe-Orkney Channel. 
(H. Q.C.C. 1225/4, C. in C. , Rosyth 1526A).

Reconnaissances for warning^ of, approach of invading 
enemy forces have been p£gStved in light of present 
situation. Following amended scheme is to be 
undertaken daily from today. It is assumed that 
van guard of an invading force by sea may be transported 
by E. boats or destroyers (Donibristle 1125/4, C. in C., 
Rosyth, 1526A ) .

Instructions governing, replacing those in Air Min. 
X80 of 22/8/39- (Air Mpn. 1942/4).
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HOME COMMANDS

4 * 6 . 40.
Tuesday.

Air.

Enemy Air A ctivity

Kirkenes Reports from Norwegian sources indicate that
offensive activity "by enemy "bombers took place at 
Kirkenes on 3/6 and 4/6, when considerable damage 
was done by incendiary bombs. (F.O. Narvik, 1117/4)

Aircraft There were reports of unidentified aircraft near
Mining Lowestoft, Yarmouth, Beachy Head and Selsey Bill

before dawn and after dark 4/6; these flights are 
presumed to have been connected with further 
minelaying operations by enemy aircraft. These were 
no reports of any attacks on shipping during the 
day. ‘(I.C. 0472/40).

Le Havre. 
Cherbourg.

Le Havre was again raided by enemy aircraft at dusk. 
4/6 many bombs being dropped which caused damage 
and started fires. Other enemy aircraft were active 
along the French coast after dark and it is under
stood minelaying was carried out in the Channel 
at Cherbourg. (I.C. 0472/40).

Mining

NARWHAL reports operation F. D. 16 completed (V.A. (S) 
0333/4) •

1 M. mine Exploded approx. 126° A&ty. Pier Lt. 7 cables 
(V. A. Dover 0051/4).

Shipping

S.S. WASHINGTON Left New York 30/5 for Bordeaux to evacuate
American citizens. May proceed to Lisbon. Utmost 
importance she should proceed without any form of 
interception (Hd. of M. 1402/4 to C. in C. , J. A. , 
F. 0. C . N~ A. ) .

Enemy Policy With reference to D.M.S. Part 1 (B.R. 136 (1), 
Article 53, it is now considered clear that, in 
submarine and aerial operations, the enemy has 
adopted a policy of attacking merchant ships without 
warning. Sub-paragraph (b) of that Article should 
therefore be regarded as being in force, except in 
relation to enemy surface warships, as there is as 
yet no evidence that these are attacking ships in 
contravention of international law.
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BERGHOLK 

Iron Ore

ITorth Sea 

Channel

Western
Approaches

Horns Reef

W. Coast 
Norway

Dutch Coast

4. 6. 40.
Tuesday.

Shipping

The following footnote is to he added to the article 
quoted N. B. At present it is considered that 
enemy submarines may he encountered in Home Waters 
and in the Atlantic to the eastward of 45° west and 
northward of 15° North. Outside this area all 
possible care should he taken before opening fire 
on a submarine, to make sure that it is an enemy 
submarine. If the probable field of enemy submarine 
activity extends, a further announcement will be 
made amending the limits of the area mentioned in this 
footnote. (Hd. of LI., to all N.C.S.O. *s for Masters 
of British Merchant Ships, 1145/4).

(Norwegian fishing vessel) left without 
no orders from Norwegian N.A. to sail, 
to be dealt with (A. C.N.S.(H) 2143/4) •

Mi scellaneous

Iron ore export trade over^ Lulea opened 
(A.N.A., Stockholm, 1718/4).

clearance, 
How she is

June 1st

Weather

Wind.
Light variable. 

E.N.E. light.

E. moderate.

N.E. light to 
moderate.

Westerly, light 
to moderate.

Light variable.

Visibility.

Moderate, fog 
patches.

Moderate to 
good, fog 
patches.

Good.

Good.

Moderate to 
good.

Moderate, fog 
patches.

Outlook.

Light to
moderate S. wind.

Similar.

S. moderate wind. 

Light, variable. 

Similar. i n

Similar.
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C.E5UALTI33 RED DEFECTS

DEVOHIA

lE-iD'.YRY .UEEU

P0IEE5TUEE 
ss RIVER HUHBER

SPEEDV/ELL 

-E . IS

m a u L - .  m i l s

Home Commands

Paddle minesweeper. Report now re
ceived that she was "beached and aban
doned near La Panne 31/5 after extensive 
damage from bombing. Ammunition 
destroyed, guns sniked (V.--. Dover 
1312/ 4)

Reported aissing 31/5 during operation 
Dynamo has been located (V.A. Dover 
0352/4)

Have been in collision and sunk small 
coaster RIVER HULEBER in position 218° 
Skerries 7 miles. 4 survivors, 4 
drowned. Plodded to Ho 7 bulkhead but 
to Jo on with convoy. (_ 1/4
P0LKE3 TORE to be repaired at Cardiff, 
(D.D.O.D., 1340/4)

Damaged in collision, requires docking 
for repairs to stern and bow plating. 
(V.A. over., 0955/4)

Rammed by trawler. Large hole in bow, 
port side, dov/n to water line, returning 
under own steam. (C. in C., Lore, 0957/4)

Poreign Stations
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; ORE I GIT STATIONS

Convoy C .LI.

Italicin Preparations

South Atlantic

Re arrangements for West African 
troops (C. in C., S.A. 1119/4 to S.1T.0. 
Simons town)

Reported A.l. that sailings of 
Italian vessels in Euenos Aires have 
been suspended and no more cargo is 
being loaded (S.O. (l) Montevideo 1016/ 
4)

Later report states that loading has re
commenced (i.G. 0472/40)

Minefields

Spanish Ports 
Legaus s ing

S.R. aircraft

PmUDORA

Mediterranean

Summary of minefields reported (D.H.I. 
1154//4 , to G. in C. f Lied.)

Reported (C.3.) that Spanish Customs* 
officers sever de-gauss wiring of 
Lritish ships while in Spanish ports. 
Report any conf irmation.' (D.IT.I., to IT., 
Ladrid, S.O.I., Gib. 1214/4)

To remain at Hyeres with maintenance 
personnel and stores. Torpedo facilities 
at Toulon d ’Kyd^one at Hyeres (5th 
S.L. 1344/41, Argus 2241/4)

Leave patrol after 2000/6 for 
Alexandria (Capt. (S) 1 0815/4)

Italian Preparations s 
SICILIA

UUBERTO

Summary of today’s (D.IT.I. 1950/4 )

(9646 tons; sighted 1941/4 carrying 
troops in position 36.22* 30"R 23.14’ E 
steering 095° at 10 -̂ knots. Intend to 
shadow until 0100 returning to patrol 
if ship maintains present course.
(P.O.C 3 G.S. 2100/4)

Admiral P i p ^  states ship now near 
Hantara in Canal. Only course now 
appears to get her safely through Canal. 
Presume C. in A ,  E.I. knows of her and 
rail arrange to intercept if hostilities 
occur before she reaches Rassawa (Sir
m . Lampson, Cairo 2303/4 to C.in 0. _ed)
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Mediterranean, Contd

Italian I’leet Details of British air reconnaissance
3/6 (D.D.I.G., 1255/4)« From Italian 
Press, S/LI LEONARDO DA VINCI and 
ALESSANDRO LD'JliSP/INA have been taken 
into service. (3.0.1., Halta, 1247/4)

and prevent Italian ships blocking it 
(S.E.N.O. Suez Oanal 1626/4)

I assume you are maintaining sufficient 
Naval -orce at Port Said and Suez to 
control incoming shipping if necessary. 
(1st S.L. 2303/4 to C. in C., Lied.)

Reply. Patrols in approaches have not 
been increased beyond normal but at 
present Ca LYPSO and CiPLEDON are at 
Port Said and C. in C. B.I. has GRINSBY 
at Suez. (C. in 0., ed. 0215/5)

sail tomorrow for Syria and pick up 
passengers is now going to leave to
morrow direct for Naples without 
passengers. (Press, Cairo)

extinguished. Ras Dir, 011.59*11, 063. 
22*E., also extinguished (S.O.I., 
Colombo, 0423/4)

cruise northwards to lat 02° N to pass 
Kismayu in daylight when going north 
and south, to confirm German ships 
TAICIENPELS and UCKNGIARK still in wort. 
DRAGON will arrive Bombasa a.m. 9/6 
escorting 2 transports (C.in C., E.I. 
0905 2/4)

Dispositions Warships on passage 
(B.N.L.O. MarceauJ

(D.C., 0813/4) to

Italian Ships 
Guez Canal

C/\L\ TEA
Italian, (4013 tons) which was due to

East Indies

Ports and Lights Djibouti port closed at night and lights

German .V*s CARBIDE to leave Nonbasa 09002/5 and
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Delaying Italian Ships

-.lli'uiGj-iIA 
(-/C carrier) 

(etc)

(ft

Colonial Office instructions that 
Italian ships generally should be de
layed on various pretexts in Colonial 
ports aopears to conflict with Adty. 
0049/4 re SAVOIa (C. in C., E.I. 0 6 4 2 V  
4 ) ___________________

arrived Tripoli night 2/3 June. 3 
Carriers left Naples p.m. /3 but .nay 
be in offing. Ships at Naples (names) 
CITTA DI TRIESTE loading ammunition. 
Embarkation of troops at Naples pro
ceeding. 5 Transports due to leave 
Naples 4/6 or 5/6 probably for Libya. 
(H*A* Rone, 1841/4, S.O. (l) Alexandria 
1058/4)

C.S. 4

Transport voyages

I'lag transferred 
1433Z/4)

AIDER (

bu.

w' • O <

AC i-alaya’s 0737/28/5. transport 
voyages notified hitherto have neen cnn-| 
celled and further signal v/ill be made 
giving details of convoy leaving U.K. 
about 22/6 and proceeding via Come (.0 off 
3.T. 0720/4)

China

Dutch E.I. Expected conference with Netherlands 
E.I. naval representatives during raiich 
Admty. 2350/1 (procedure for entry of 
Dutch war vessels into Dritish defended 
ports) can be discussed. (E.C.J., 
Singapore, 0445Z/4, to C. in C., China)

iunerica £ .Vest indies

ELD RES 3 OR xJJSTRALIA

7 DIOLEDE

Bermuda Convoys

Ly C.LaJOC

Re -Vdty. 2028/3, EMPRESS 01 xHJSl 
is to be used for movement from Canada 
to Iceland and should then return to 
Halifax to be available for TC 6 (D of 
S.T. 1416/4/ Please confirm that she is 
not to carry cargo allocated for D.H. 
II.S.H. Ottawa 1127/4)

To escort LADY DRAKE to Jamaica from 
Bermuda .oute to siiow flag. (C. in C. 
A.Y/.I. 1042/4)

^dity. 2029/ 3. Commence with . -»X. 49 
junction position for Bermuda and 
Halifax Convoy amended. (J.iiiC., ..1 
1622/4)

Your Qc>53/4 C-AD DOC to escort L.ADY Did 
concur. (N.S.H. ., Ottawa, to C. in C., 
A.W.I., 1017/4)
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LILS DMOwii

B loC t?-S

X OIL i

0, Xiî aoXa

a maiO i7ji7

U n know n s h i p

0315

1457

1915

1954

1605

1730/1

U-BOAT C,MM..IGI.r gMMiG

Shins tacked

French.(349 tons) sunk by nine off 
Margate at 0615/4. 3 miles 336° from
Buoy. Channel being swept (C. in C., 
bore 1245/4, C.G. Margate 0615/4)

Sunk by magnetic nine during operation 
C.K.

Reported in Madrid ^ress sunk by U boat 
off finisterre presumably p.n. /2. Re
ported to be in H.G.F. (D.M.I. 0108/5) 
whole crew landed here.
Sunk by S/M 2100/1, 120 miles off 
Finisterre. (Vigo 2-20/4) -/as in H.G.F. 
32B (F. 0 •C.N.A. 1704/5)
Drifter, sunk by mine near Outer Ridn 
Buoy, Harwich. (D.S.) *

Fishing vessel, mined and sunk 1/6 near 
Sandette lightship off Dieppe. (D.S.)

Raster of Dritish SS BLLHROY reports 
that he saw a U-boat sink a merchant ship 
by gunfire 180 niles west of Vigo. 
0445/29/5 (A.S.Y/.D. 273)

Ship struck mine 5 miles E.M'.E. Forness. 
-omess (Margate) lifeboat informed. 
(Margate Coastguard 0615/4)

Submarines Reported

By aircraft in 58.06 ’IT., 01.45*7/ (C. in
C. , Rosyth 0410/4) (See attacks)

D. F., unreliable fix, 57.10*17., 2.40 *E 
(D.D.I.C., 1545/4)

By aircraft escorting Convoy. This may 
be POLYC.lRP, reported derelict last 
night in 49.19*17., 05.35*7/. (C. in C., 
V/.A., to GLADIOLUS, 1934/4)

D.F. unreliable fix. 56.30*17., 6.30*E., 
(D.D.I.C. 2047/4)

My 1603 (instructions to proceed towards 
2 U-Boat's) ITo confirmation of report 
received from the aircraft. Proceed in 
execution of orevious orders. (C. in C., 
W.A., 2019/4)

Swedish ship JVm RRE ."M. .G^ARD reports 
S/L observed between Land’s End and 
Wolf Rock at 1730/1/6 steering .< .11.W.
(l..O.I.C., Milford Haven, 1028/4)
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Submarines Reported Contd.

2 U-Boats reported 52.16*U 10.21*7/
(10 miles --otth of blanket Bock ) 
SA11DWICH ordered to intercept (A.S.Y/.B. 
273, C. in C., V/.A. 1603/4)*

off Spain. Possiblj' one in W.A. One 
off 3. Ireland. Homewards. One off H.W, 
Ireland. Homewards. One off Shetlands. 
Homeward Hound. One in Ho ray Pirth 
Area. One in 55.54*11 3. 56 *E at 2113/3 
probably outward "bound. (D.B.I.C. 1251/4)

Estimate dispositions for 5/6/40):
1 in Aoray Pirth
1 West of The Hebrides homeward bound 
1 West of Ireland homewards 
1 to the 3.E. of the Pair Isle Channel 
out ard bound.

(There is a possibility that this U- 
moat may succeed in passing through the 
Pair Isle channel tonight, in which case 
she should be between longitudes 3 and 4 
degs W around first light;

1 in Western Approaches
cossibly 2 in the vicinity of Binvle Bay. 
(H.f.C.C. 1730/4)

Submarines ,-ttacked

By aircraft in 53.06*11., 01.45*7/, 2 
bombs dropped estimated one hit. 
(Bonibristie, .0510/4) ESCORT and 
EHCOUHTER searching (H.n. (B) H.P., 0757/ 
4)

By aircraft 195° Lizard Hd. 40 miles one 
hit and one near miss estimated (Air 
Ain., B.S. 321)

Estimated Bjspostions Ho confirmation that any U-Boat is now

( M l (ofL) (f>- <ffj ^ .
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SITUATION IMPORT

50 Shins off 
Texal

At 0330/5 an/ aircraft reported fifty 
ships of unidentified type and size
ten miles South of the Texel, steering 
south. Pog prevented further search.

lov7 visibility before reaching the 
position. RENOWN, REPULSE, 2 cruisers 
and 5 destroyers left 5capa at 2130 to 
intercept. The A.U.C’s on ->orthem 
Patrol were ordered to move west and 
later to resume patrol. Early on 6/6 
the ship originating the report stated 
that the vessels were probably merchant 
ships. The battle/ cruiser force is 
still at sea.

C. in 0., Lore has reco: . .ended that the 
destroyers of 20th D.P. should re
embark their guns for the present owing 
to shortage of destroyers, as we can 
now obtain the use of Dutch and rench 
minelayers.

attack by tanks carried on small motor 
boats, and envisages the invasion of 
England not in terms of bases, covering 
forces, sea peter etc., but as likely to 
be unorthodox and rapid, and carried out 
on a wide front. In photographs taken 
of Kiel on 7/4 it was noticed that a 
large number of peculiarly constructed 
barges were being built and that about 
50 were already afloat (C. I. C. he ort 6)

troyed two miles from No mans Port, 
Spithead; and four magnetic mines have 
been found off Cherbourg, where a 
Dredger has been sunk. Cherbourg and 
Havre are open, but Portsmouth, Newhaven, 
and Dieppe are closed.

See Operations Volume

Donbing attacks were made in the evening 
4/6 and during the night 4/5 June at Le 

l ioh w&S heavily bombed mid fires 
land South of Dieppe. -*t . 

were also carried out S.'.Y. and s.g% of 
Paris.

ported at sea.
Two enemy shies re-

/ Cr* Pro- Promella.
hs. (fit h* ̂ i

position 300 miles West of Trondheim at 
1130. A flying boat was sent to locate 
them, but was recalled on account of

Two unidentified vessels were reported 
to be proceeding westv/ards in a

Invas i on An Appreciation refers to possibility of

Inin,-: One delayed action mine has been des-
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SITUATION j-A'ORT, Contd.

success of Convoy 
Cystera

Raider

’.Yestern Front

In the first 9 months of war 23,000 
ships were convoyed hy the Navy -with 
the loss of 32 ships by enemy action 
while in convoys.

With the Gennans holding one side of the 
Straits of hover consideration must he 
given to the protection of convoys pro
ceeding within sight of his batteries.

It was learnt today that a possible 
raider was sighted on 20/5 off French 
Guiana.

The Germans began an attach on the 
Somme- -isne line held by the Allies.
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HOME C011IAIIDS

Orkneys

Lnemy Ships 
-'-msguised

Swale Boom

Southampton

-Ho o'}
-lari ,.a renamed

Aberdeen

ivne

Shetlands

Southampton

C__.Y01T

Submarines

Defence of U.K.

Requesting authority be obtained to 
prohibit publication in Press of air raid 
warnings as necessary. (A.C.O.S., 1231/5)

Snemy ships may attempt to enter un
defended ports disguised as Aritish or 
allied warships. Steps to be taken. 
Allied warships working with fleet- 

ICA, RZER, 57IHC, only other 
Allied warshi s likely to operate from 
ports in U.K. in immediate future are 
BURZA, SLEIPUER, DRAUG and mutch L/L’s 
sloops, and Destroyers, S/m’s azid motor 
boats. (A.C.K.a. (H) 0103/5)

Suggesting baulk boom to close eastern 
end of Swale and approaches to Pavershan 
Greek (Cdre i/c Sheerness, 1524/5)
Concur (C. in C., More 2255/5)

Your 1417/2 Owing to geographical 
position of Southampton and the scale of 
defence provided, it is not considered 
necessary to send the 5 blockships re
quested. (Hd of A., to G. in C. Ports
mouth 1818/5)

Ref A*L*M. 010210/40, u ted 2$ 5/40, 
f°r olan 1C to be renamed

... (h ) 1331/s)
lea 1

6!l guns in lorry Point battery now 
available for defence and examination 
service (H.O.I.G., nberdeen, 1522/5)

~our 1657/4 Ko M.T.D's available at 
present, Matter will receive further 
consideration at a future date. (D. of 
L.D. to A.O.I.C., Tyne, 1734/5)

Portification of the Marrows at ^^alen in 
Pordefjord (S.O. (l) Lerwick 1717/5)

Re- port scheme (P.O.I.C. Southampton 
1339/5)

Movements

P.O.I.C., Portland to sail her p.m., todaJ 
for Patrol in area 3. (C. in C../.A. 1334 g|

Positions 0600/6 (D.C., 1914/5 0145/6 
j i.S., 1812/5, 2337/5, 2246/5)
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K013 COJ.PJUTDS

Small Percentage 
of loss

Evacu tion of __.. 1.P . 
Stragglers

Operation .uidnunc

(? Gut tin;; of cables to Scandinavia)
ScLT̂ e.T'J'q

w.i-.O. r port tests show ho 2
not repetition not cut. This cable is 
to be cut inside minefield as far out as 
considered practicable. (Da/SW 1620/5 
to C.inC., Aosyth)

Propose sailing trawlers CLOTILDA, 
MILFORD CJOEMT, MILFORD FRUTCESS and 
JAMES LAY to famouth. tomorrow Thursday. 
PELT Oil and GRAIL-11 AH’ carrying out 
Admiralty 1620/5. (P.O.I.C. Tyne 1737/5)

Avacnation of L.E.P.

The evacuation of B.E.F. provided 
effective reoly to German claim that 
British sea power has been countered by 
enemy air force. During this operation 
H.II. Ships made a total of 540 round 
trips Dunkirk and back.

German aircraft in great numbers and 
under most favourable conditions have 
attacked and scored hits on less than 
5 per cent of these passages, and then 
only when ships were either stationary 
or in crowded or narrow waters where 
manoeuvring was rendered difficult.
These figures do not include the result 
of air attacks on the large number of 
auxiliary craft employed and against 
which even less success was obtained. 
(D.R.I., 1758/5)

To take place in small boats from coast 
between Gravelines and mouth of Somme. 
Arrangements made to get in touch with 
them. Operation to commence on night 
5/6 June and continue nightly until 
cancelled.

Air reconnaissance to be provided if 
requested /or 3 hours in early morning 
°/ 6/6, 7/6, 8/6. forces taking part,■ * Aa ._L>— , - - * • - • - . A ULZ.nJR , A.,-., .L. 
aALCilH 8 and 8 m. b * s (capaci ty 50 men) 
each with a skiff (H.^-C.C. 1850/5)

Cherbourg
Coast of Prance

Harbour is closed to shipping (v.m. 
Cherbourg 0132/5) (b.L'.S., 0821/5)
Enemy aircraft over port about 0020.
1 ines rep: r^c: . (S.L.L.O. -.^arceau from 
. .S.T.O., 1240/5) Report at 1730/5. I,0 
air raids. Port closed except to treats 
vessels, minesweeping in progress, (i. • p 

Aarceau, 1940/5)



War -Diary

Evacuation

-.oraeau;:

Le Lavre

--erodromes

Army forces

5 .6 .1 9 4 0 .
W edn esday.

HOI.IE GCL 1-d.IQS

Coast of -ranee Gontd.

french soldiers stranded in ship 
aground in 51.5'IT 2.10*E 2 .T.B’s to 
rescue. (C. in C., Ilore 1755/5)

In view of "rave congestion of ship ing 
and railway, received deputation of 
British shipping interests in Bordeaux | 
urgently demanding at least 2000 extra 
dockyard labourers to handle situation. 
Request immediate action with french 
Govt. (Bordeaux, l:.3C/5)

fort Open, condition unchanged at 2155. 
(E.L.L.O., a  rceau, 2220/5)

ITarvik

Admty. 0107/5. This will he done, 
observing Bardufoss end Skaanland 
being used till last moment. Tear it 
will not be possible to deny use for '
• lore than a few days. ITorwegian Air 
force occupying Tardufoss. A good 
aerodrome has been prepared at Laxebo 
on Porshapger fiord entirely in 
orwegian hands. Other landing rroundd 

/e also available Ewenjjs, Bjervik. "ill ' 
see what can be done about then. (T.O. 
Ilarvik, 1420/5)

Embarked Pass to Troopers, London, A2 30/5, from
L.W.E., . following embarked SOBIESIOE, 
(Army details, including Polish 
Battalion of approx 1,000, K. „., foreign 
Legion 240. H.g. Polish Brijade 400, 
total 1706) (f.O. ITarvik, 1524/s)

Pass to Troopers.Loiidon .,2 31/5 from 
I— r.E.f. following embarked II01TARCII Of 
BE.:aIUl)A, Polish Battalion, ap rox. 750; 
201 st Battery, L.,„., 221; 6th Bn., 
Chasseurs alpine, 502; 63rd A/a ., 523; 
h.A.f., 100; 165th ,/a , 31; total 2127 
(f.O., Ilarvik, 1526/5)

I 8j
Pass to Troopei-s, London AZ 32/5 from 
L.W.E.f. following embarked BATORY: 
french h.^., (and details french Troops, 
also various British troops 8 R.A.f) 
total 2556 (f.O.lTc rvik 1528/5)
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Operations-Narvik Contd.

Pass to Troopers. 271. lollov/ing 
Bailed 5/6. DALLINGTON COURT. Contents 

i--.ii). , .x.j etc. , and
vehicles and equipment; IL'kAllTJA. guns and 
vehicles. (l.O. Narvik, 1814/5)

Iceland

Have isolated platoons at SeydisfJordur 
east coast and Akureyri on North Coast. 
Request Aduty, assistance in emergency 
for these worts as not possible from 
Reykjavik ^Alabaster 22I5/ 5)

.J1R

British --ir *-ctivJLty

Chould nor; be extended northwards from 
.Tick to Duncansby Hd. (Eofor, London, 
1530/5}

12 Hudsons leave Wick 2200/5 to attack 
(C.in C., Rosyth 2156/5) Attack cancelled 
owing to bad visibility (C. in C. Rosyth 0012/6)
Luring the 24 hours ending 1800/5, no 
operations were carried out over Norway, 
owing to low cloud U i r  .Tin. D.S. 325)'

National identification marks under the 
port wing of British lighter aircraft 
are to be surrounded by a yellow ring of 
suitable width. (Admty. 1248/5)

L e a c h  R e c o n n a i s s a n c e s

- -ttack on Otavanger 
-prodrome

Narkiiws



HOLE COII TJ;DS

lining

V.A. Dover's 2019/4 In vie?/ of presence 
of many magnetic nines I agree with V.A. 
Dover it is : ost desirable to use sub
marines for this purpose. (V.A. (S) 1049 
/5)

Successful minesweeping is reported 
from Spithead. (D.S.)

covered in the roadstead and approaches 
to Cherbourg. (D.S.) fort closed 
except to treated vessels, Line- 
sweepin.- in progress. (E.17.L0. 1-arc eau 
1940/5)

Parachute mines have been dro ped off 
the Isle of Wight and the ITorfolk Coast. 
(D.S.)

The magnetic line recovered by the 
Drench from the Channel on June 4, and 
reported to be of a new variety, has 
proved after examination to be of 
standard type. (D.S.)

•Tonight (K. „.C.C. 1210/5, 0950/5) 
intend to sail 0400/6 from Spurn Point 
and begin laying 1515/6 (TEVIOSCBAITK, 
1055/57

layers, aircraft will escort the force 
from. 1415 to. orrcw, Thursday, until 
about 1015.

^TEVIOTC b A uX  to report to -a.O.C. 16
Group anticipated position at 1415 (C. ii 
C., bore 2200/5)

the fact that we can obtain the use of 
Dutch and Drench minelayers, recommend 
20th flotilla should at once re- 
enbarlc their guns and keep them for a 
month or two. They now mount only 2 
guns and are of negligible fighting 
value with 2 guns on shore. (C. in C., 
bore, 0952/5)

minelaying submarines will not be 
employed ii the Straits of Dover (D.D.O.D. 
(If) 1856/5) 1

Cherbourg Several magnetic mines have been dis-

Operation D.S._ 11. GALL’JTT and WALPOLE to escort r.iine-

Destroyer l-inelayers In view of shortage of destroyers and

Submarines, Dover. In view of the points raised in V.A. 
Dover's 2019/4 it has been decided that
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no:.3 coiiWiiiDS

Enemy Intel,ligence
La rye number of small 
fast craft

2 Unknown Vessels 
<P
1 H tSHfLLA

Reported near the Texel 0350 proceeding 
South. Being investigated (D.C. 0800/57 

F
Sighted by R.^.A. PRU1TELLA 1130/5 
bearing 245° 11 miles approx., true 
course 265°, 20 knots. Her position 64. 
45'iT 0.24*E (Adty. 1538/5 to C. in C., 
H.P.)

Take RSTOWIT REPULSE SUSSEX EEWCASTEE 
and five destroyers detailed as screen 
under your orders and proceed as soon 
as ships are ready. Your object is to 
intercept vessels reported in -admiralty^ 
1538/5 1C. in C., H.P. 194C/5 to U.C.Ij

Sunderland (flying boat) leaving Sullom 
Voc 1700 but in prevailing visibility 
uncertain whether she will be able to 
carry out search. (C. in C., Rosyth 
1656/5) Recalled before reaching position 
(Bonibristle 2155/s)

northern Patrol notified, and that 2 
battle ci’uisers, cruisers and 5 des
troyers were proceeding to intercept. 
(P.O.C.H.P. 2247/5)

PRUHELLA has been a,sked for an amplify
ing report (D.C., 1700/5)

E. Boats

Trawlers

TIRPITZ
AD. -IRRL SCHLEP,

Lest roye r damai;ed
8/5

fJ

A.R.C* s northern Patrol, to steer 245° 
until further news is received. (0. in 
C., H.P. 2159/5)4f vbfjs-)

By 1538/5 PRUHELLA now reports that the 
2 ships sighted at 1130/5 were very 
difficult to identify hull down, but 
were probably merchant ships about the 
same size each with two me,sts and one 
funnel. (GBG., 0641/6)

c~c
Extract from SHELDRAI2BfS report re 
experience with E Boats (C.'in C., lore, 
1554/5)

4 trawlers type vessels vicinity of R. 
Buoy. .mi investigating. (PYLDEA to 
R.O.I.C. Lover, 0520/5)

Photographic air reconnaissance of 
V/ilheli shaven to-day showed TIRPITZ arid 
ADKIRAL SCHEBR there (i.C. 0473)

TKITOU's Patrol report. Skipper of 
Banish fishing vessel searched 22/5 in 
57.17 ..., 0510 E., saw TAKU's attack on 
convoy on 8/5 and reports 2 shins set on 
fire and 1 destroyer apparently’damaged 
aft. (V.A.S. 1057/5)
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Convoys, D over 
Straits

- ishing

Ocean Convoys

Shipping

Bow that the enemy hold one side of 
Dover Straits, OA and homeward hound 
convoys for Thames Estuary are passing 
wit in sight of an enemy coast. 
Consideration must he given to the 
safety of these convoys, and as a first 
step it is requested that fighter 
protection may he provided while passing 
the Straits. (C. in C. llore, 1800/5)

Orders with regards to fishing vessels 
on East and South coasts to he brought 
into force forthwith. (D.T.D. 1916/5)

Positions (D.C. 1339/5)
Signals

GUUVOR
-----

: X 45

Si -i_L
> eoisT
Si .Ii-'j] no

British recognition signals, codes, and 
cyphers are not. to he given to any 
Allied ships with the exception of the 
Erench unless Admiralty permission is 
first obtained. (D.3.D. 1738/5)

Danish. L'azi sympathies of Date and Chief 
Steward. Suggest their intern ,ent. 
Probable remainder of crew are implicated 
Request a relief crew may he provided. 
(P.O.C.O.S. 1600/5)

8 hours late at R.Y. with 41 ships.
Strong winds and seas, no fog (D.T.D. 
1633/5 to R.S.H.q. Ottawa)

British, reported to have been taken by 
to Oslo by Geitians and crews prisoners. 
C.I. (A*N.A. Stockholm 1629/5^

Losses in yonvoy Up to 1200/5 just over nine months, 23,000]
ships had been convoyed by the ITavy. Of 
these 32 were lost by enemy action while 
in convoy. Of these 23,000 ships 18,274 
were British, 1563 were Allied and 5165 
were x^eutral and the proportion of losses 
works out at 1 in 653 British, J in 1563 
xillied and i in 1054 Heutral.

x-iscelleneous

 ̂ ° ̂ - ' essels On mast and So th coasts, Poliowing
orders to be brought into force at 
once. (D.T.D. 1916/5)

L. U- Ifrjr s X  !*\u.o
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WEATHER

Wind

Generally Light 
and variable hut 
A.A. moderate in 
south.

IT. Light to 
moderate

A .L . to E 
moderate fresh 
locally

2. Loderate

Coast Light and
variable in 
south. W. mod
erate or fresh, 
in north.

./eathe r Visibility

Extensive fog Loderate or
in 3.W. v/ith some poor in ./estern 
haze or fog else- half to good in 
where in Western Eastern half.
half.

Line

Haze or fog 
patches

Line

Line in South 
cloudy with 
occasional rain 
in north

Good

moderate to 
good except in 
fog.

Mainly Good

moderate to 
good.
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

Damage to  A/S dome and o s c i l l a t o r ,  n e c e s s i t a t i n g  
d o c k in g . (V .A . D over, 1 9 1 4 / 5 ) *

D utch ( 2 8 1 8  t o n s )  r e p o r te d  t h a t  sh e  was sunk b y  
enemy A/C on h er  way from  Antwerp to  R otterdam  
on o r  ab ou t 1 0 / 5 .  (C . i n  C. , l lo r e , 1 7 5 8 / 5 ?  L lo y d s ) .

Pad. M/S (Bombed 3 1 / 5 ) *  T o ta l  l o s s .  (D .N .I .  2 0 0 8 / 5 )

D u tch  S ch o o n er Name a t  p r e s e n t  unknown sunk i n  c o l l i s i o n  ap p rox.
1 1 5 °  N. Goodwin L.V. 1 m ile .  (V .A . D o v er, 1 3 5 8 / 5 ) *



F ren ch  P o s i t io n s

E v a c u a tio n  o f  
n a t i o n a ls

PATROCLUS

D eg a u ssed  S h in s , 
Wiring

I t a l i a n  S h ip s  
to  h e  b ro u g h t in

War Diary

B r i t i s h  S h ip s  
to  pr o c e e d .

Convoy U .S .3

Possible Raider

FOREIGN STATIONS

5.6.1+0.
Y/ednesday.

N orth  A t l a n t i c

Convoys and P a t r o ls  (D. C. , 001+9/5) •

My 101+ 5/17/5* F o r e ig n  O f f ic e  h ave r e q u e s te d  
t h a t  MOHAMED ALI EL KEBIR and AL RAY1DAH rem ain  
a t  y ou r d is p o s a l  so  as to  b e  a v a i la b l e  f o r  
p o s s i b l e  e v a c u a tio n  o f  B r i t i s h  s u b j e c t s  in  
S p a in , P o r tu g a l o r  T a n g ie r . V e s s e l s  a r e  
a c c o r d in g ly  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  yo u r u s e  a s  r e q u ir e d .  
(D. o f  S.T. , t o  F .O .C .N .A . , C. i n  C. , M ed., 
0 2 3 8 / 5 ) *

P a t r o l  a r ea  (F .O .C .N .A . 1 0 2 8 / 5 ) .

A dty. 1 2 1 1+/1+, r e  s e v e r in g  o f  d e g a u s s in g  w ire  
a t  S p a n ish  P o r t s ,  n o t c o n firm ed . A l l  B r i t i s h  
M asters a r e  in te r v ie w e d  b y  t h i s  c e n tr e .

( S . O . I . , G ib . , 1 1 2 0 / 5 ) *

My 2 3 1 6 / 2 3 / 5  and 1 8 5 3 / 5  a r e  n o t to  a p p ly  to  
f o l lo w in g  I t a l i a n  s h ip s  w h ich  a r e  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  
i n  f o r  C ontraband C o n tr o l and d e ta in e d  p e n d in g  
i n s t r u c t i o n s  from  M.E.W. C argoes a r e  to  b e  
r e p o r te d  and no h o ld b a ck  u n d e r ta k in g s  t o  b e  
a c c e p te d .

PAGA0 ATLAS
SANGR0 BARBARIGO
F0RTUNATA LAV0R0
GIANNA M. FULGOR
CONTE DI MISURATA ARCOLA

OLTERRA

This d o es n o t a p p ly  to  any o f  t h e s e  ships w h ich  
may a lr e a d y  h ave p a s s e d . (D.E.W .D. , 1721+ /5).

TODARO
BURMA
IDA
BURANO
CELLI1TA

Orders fo r  certain British ships to proceed to 
their various destinations in Mediterranean. 
(D.T.D. 1 9 3 0 / 5 ) .

S ou th  A t la n t ic

R oute. A sk in g  f o r  d e c i s i o n  r e  e x c o r t  from  
F reetow n  to  U.K. (C. i n  C. , S.A.  1211/1+ ). 
R ep ly . D iv is io n  o f  con voy m ust b e  a v o id e d  
on " a cco u n t o f  d e s t r o y e r  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Home 
W aters. (A. C.N. S . ( F )  I 9 2 I+/5 ) .

B r i t i s h  SILVMlCWILLOW a r r iv e d  Cape Town to d a y  
re-norts tanker about 1 5 0 0 0  to n s  s i m i la r  to

ALT! ARK.....
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ALTIiARK 0830/20/5 position 07:07 N . , 48:25 W . , 
considerable speed and movements most suspicious. 
Details, (S.O^l)) Capetown, 151 3/5) •

JU .86 aircraft have been withdra?m from coastal 
reconn., and only aircraft now available for 
this service are 16 Ansons (to be increased to 
24) v/ithout wireless, bomb racks, or armament. 
(Defence H.Q. Pretoria to High Commissioner, 
London, reed, from Air Min. 1529/5)*

BRIDGE77ATER, now in Congo, should confer with 
Belgian authorities on defence of Congo. 
Demonstration of allied solidarity by parade 
of French, Belgian and British units fixed for 
June 9* Adty. consider it politically 
desirable that personnel of BRJGEWATER should 
take part. (Hd. of M., to C. in C., SA. 1816/5).

Your 1513/20. French Adty. have arranged for 
Madagascar broadcasts to be made in confidential 
meteorological code. (Hd. of M. , to IT.O.I.C. 
Simonstown, 1913/5).

Ivied it err anean

With cargo of bombs etc. presumably for Massawa 
arrives Suez southbound pm/5- She has already 
been subjected to 2b hours* delay in Canal 
(C. in C., Med. 0343/5)- Not to be held at 
Suez but if possible to be unobstrusively shadowed 
pending further instructions (A.C.N.S.(f ) 1356/5) 
Adty. 1356/5. Intend LEANDER to get in touch 
dawn 7/6. Am asking R.A.F. to help if difficulty 
in locating her (C.S.4 1722/5). f** VS

Naples reports transports LOMBARDIA, SATURITIA, 
SARDEGNA GIUlJp CESARE, AUGUSTUS preparing to 
leave 4/6 or 5/6 with Infantry, Artillery, 
engineers and Tenth Automobile Corps.

Also during past fortnight ARICLER, DUILI0, 
LYNNLIA, PIEMONTE, SAUR0, NEPTUUA, LIGURIA have 
been transporting troops and munitions to 
Tripoli and Libya. On 1/6 S.S. ROMA with troops 
embarked and sailed for Cagliari returning 
to maples 3/6. All ships of Lauro Line 
reported to have been recalled. Small local 
passenger steamers in bay of Naples have been 
armed. These vessels also tugs and other s;iall 
craft have recently been requisitioned. CITTA DI 
TRIESTE is loading munitions. (S.0.(l) Alexandria,
1941/5)*

FOREIGN STATIONS

South Atlantic
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean (Contd.)

The Italian commercial service Ala Littoria 
has suspended its services to Malta Athens and 
Rhodes. The steamship service "between Malta 
and Syracuse is also interrupted. (British 
Airways, Rome).
Movements of merchant ships etc. (C.S.
St. Angelo 1729/5).

MIRAGLIA left Tripoli 4/6 destination not known. 
Estimated that 80/ of reservists of Air Force 
will have "been re-called "by 10/6. There has 
been steady flow of troops and Air Force 
personnel to Libya in past weeks. CONTE IX 
SAVOIA left Genoa 4/6. No change in general 
situation. (N.A. Rome 1844/5).

Passage through Canal being delayed 24 hours; 
ship cannot be held up longer, particularly 
as this will provoke incident with Italy which 
I understand Govt, wish to avoid. (C. in C., 
Med. 0301/5).

H. M. Ships on passage. (D. C. 0801/5)

Adverted departure from Genoa on 12th June 
cancelled. (S.O.I. , Malta, 1911/5).

Italian Ships 
to be brought 
in.

Algerian and 
Tunisian ports 
precautions

Cancel 1720/3 and 2013/4 not to all addressees.
My 2316/23 and 1853/25 are not to apply to 
following Italian ships which are to be 
brought in for Contraband Control and detained j 
pending instructions from M.E.W. Cargoes are 
to be reported and no holdback undertakings to bd 
accepted.

GXOVE PROMETEO INDIA
ESQUILINO MONTE PIANA SAVOIA
CARIGUANO PENSILVANIA

(D.E.W.D. 1723/5).

Add para. 4. Movements of ships in all ports 
of Algeria and Tunisia and their approaches 
are forbidden at night except French and 
Allied ships whose arrival or sailing has 
been previously notified to Authorities.
Such ships arriving must also have identified 
themselves before dark and then received 
authority to enter. (Malta, 1201/5).
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East Indies

Italian ship, treated as special case. 
Instructions in my 001+9/1+ not to be regarded 
as changing general policy. (D.O.D.(f ), to 
C. in C. , E. I. , 1217/5).

Flag of F. O.C. l+th C. S. (S.O. , Red Sea Force) 
has been transferred to LEANDER. Composition 
of Red Sea Force is at present:-

LEANDER, HOBART, CARLISLE.
28th Division Destroyers.
AUCKLAND, FLAMINGO, SHOREHAM, CORNWALLIS, GRIMSBY.

Following based on Aden will be addressed as 
Aden Force:-

HUNTLEY, DERBY, AMBER, MOONSTONE, CHANTALA, 
CHAKDINA and SAGITTA.
(C. in C. , E. I. 01+21 Z/5).

COLOMBO proceeding to E. Africa area due 
Mombasa 11/6. CERES remaining in Ceylon area. 
ANTENOR will probably leave Aden area for Bombay 
about 12/6 in readiness for first Mediterranean 
supply convoy. CATHAY and probably French 
CARAIBE available to escort Indian Convoy.
(C. in C. , E. I. 1315Z/5).

Route (C. in C . , E.I. 1 21+5Z/5).

Left last night (Consul Tripoli 2015/5)*

America & West Indies

Should not carry m r a j t  cargo for U.K. but 
what about Iceland? (D. of S.T. 1520/5 to 
N. S.H.Q. Ottawa).

Your 181+7/1+. It is hoped to put into operation 
scheme outlined in my 1303/28 when additional 
A. M.Cs mentioned in your 2029/3 join. In this 
case Halifax would be best possible base for 
stores and supplies for all escort forces.
(C. in C. , A. W. I. 1232/5).
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China

Dutch Submarines Your 01*1*5/1** As Dutch G ovt, in  London have
presumably informed Netherlands East Indies 
Authorities of Procedure laid down in Adty.
2350/1, arrangement should be made to bring 
this into force as soon as possible. As 
British Liaison Officers are not on board 
Netherlands East Indies Submarines the latter 
should not be issued with British Key Memorandum 
and special arrangements will therefore be necess 
ary for such submarines to alter a British port, 
(c". in C. , China to F. 0. Singapore, 0l*25Z/5)

Australia

AUSTRALIA

U. S. 3

(NT. a. W.r)
Your 081*7/3* <. Proposals of the Commonwealth 
Govt, are much appreciated and are much -auprcciat 
ed-and are most gratefully accepted by the 
Adty. The proposed future movements of 
AUSTRALIA will be communicated shortly.
(D.O.D. (F) 0056/5 to A. C.N. B. ).

Adty. appreciation for onward passage from 
Freetown. (A.C.N. S. (F) 1928/5)*

Italian Merchant Instructions, as revealed by signals from 
Shins Coltano (D.N.I. Melbourne 1205Z/5)*
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked
‘aT^MCoR
CAPABLE
sunk

{«<*- 'j!£j
British coaster, 216 tons, mined 131° Horsesand 
2.8 miles off Spithead and sank with all hands. 
(C. in C., Portsmouth, 1135/5)*

SWEEP II sunk Ipswich Corporation, Sludge-barge, mined in 
Thames Approaches and sank. (C. in C. Nore 
1758/5)*'

i - - - n. ___‘ cnOoo f 7t r o t O O T RU  STANCGR sunk Br-Sonk by u'-b by gurijfire 59u2 8 rL 6o38' .;
Submarines Reported. w  0475/40)

032*3 By A/C 612 Sadn. 58:28 N. , 02:02* W. , 3 miles 
E. from Wick in Caithness. Doubtful (A/C, 
032*3/5 , 032*8/5) (C. in C. Rosyth, 0720/5).

0518 By A/C 222* Sqdn. , 56:35 N. , 02*:30 E. , 97 miles 
W. from Horns Reef. A/C 0518/5 (R. A. S. , 0616/5).

1928 D. P. unidentified enemy unit, 56:50 N., 5:00 E., 
unreliable fix. (D.D.I.C., 2020/5)*

1301 56:20 N. , 2*:50 E. Indefinite oosition A.I. 
(I.C. 02*73/2*0).

192*5/U Submarine reported in 2*3:35 N. , 9:23 W. at 
192*5/2+ (Toulon Radio, 1815/5, D.D.I.C. 2009/5)*

2325/2* By D. P. , unreliable fix, 57:2+5 N. , 5:20 E. 
(D.N.I. 0013/5)*

Estimated
Dispositions

Possibly one still in Western Approaches. 
One off N.W. Ireland homeward bound.
One W. of Hebrides homeward bound.
One in Northern North Sea homeward bound. 
One in Moray Pirth area.
One in 56:35 N. 2*: 20 E. at 0518 /5 probably 

outward bound. (D.D.I.C. 1232+/5)*

Submarines Attacked
1700 By A/S vessel 7/HITE BEAR 53:2+2-g- N. , 0:51 E. »

off Spurn Pt. (S.3 2301/6).

2222* By A/C 52+: 10 N. , 2:10 E. sighted on surface 
against"'afterglow of N.W. sky 8-10 m. distant. 
Observed as coastal type U.1-U.22+ class. Shallow

dive....
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Thursday.

The aerodromes at Thornaby, North’Coates, 
Hemswell and Bircham Newton were bombed 
during the night 5/6 and incendiary bombs 
were dropped at North Fleet in the Thames 
Estuary, but no serious damage was done, though 
2 Hudsons were damaged at Thornaby.

Other enemy a/cs were constantly reported off 
the coast during the night and it is strongly 
suspected that further minelaying was carried out 
to the S.E. of Flamboro Head, off the Humber, 
Dungeness and Beachy Head, in the approaches 
to Spithead, off the Isle of Wight, and perhaps 
in the Portland-V/eymouth area.

One of our a/cs unsuccessfully attacked SWORD
FISH in the North Se& at 2230/6.

Left Portsmouth 1700/6 for the Clyde!.

Two parachute mines were dropped off the 
Needles after midnight 5/6, and one on to the 
mud off Grimsby at about 0100/6.

The Eastern channel at Portsmouth was opened 
at 1620; but the port is now closed nightly from 
dark till 7 a.m. The Western entrance of 
Dover Harbour is closed and Portland is open 
to D.G. ships only. 2 magnetic mines were 
exploded by sweepers ahead of NELSON which 
left Greenock at 1700; and 2 mines have been 
exploded at Cherbourg.

At 1100 the British D.G. ship HARCALO, 5031 tons, 
was mined in the searched channel near the 
North Goodwin Buoy and beached. The area was 
searched without result and traffic released 
about 2000.

A. M. C. CARINTHIA was torpedoed at M±\2 off 
N.W. Ireland. She is one of the patrol of 
A.M.Cs which was only started at the beginning 
of this month-t** ̂  A .

All Italian shipping is to be submitted to the. - 
most rigorous contraband control, except 
shipping employed in trade between Italy and 
her colonies.

There are 16 Italian ships in U.K. ports and 
none expected.
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SITUATION REPORT

Italian
Preparations

Italy has announced that from today tne 
waters within 12 miles of the coasts of Italy 
Albania and Italian colonies and possessions 
are dangerous to navigation.

Preparations for war continue.

Norway

Switzerland

Roumania

See Operations Volume.

As result of Swiss resistance to German 
pressure in Swiss-German trade negotiations, 
Germans reported to have implied that force 
would he used if their requests refused.

H.M. Minister, Bucharest, has been authorised 
to warn Roumanian Govt, of dangerous_futility 
of servile policy tov/ards Germany which they 
have apparently adopted.

■Vh

' -V-l
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HOME COMMANDS

Defence of U.K.

Devonnort
Dockyard

Consider it essential volunteer units be 
enrolled under naval law and not military law 
to avoid duplication of responsibility and 
confusion. (A.S. Devonport, 1639/6).

Southampton Port scheme. (F. O.I.C. Southampton 1839/5 to
Adty.)

Folkestone (V. A. Dover 2125/6 to Adty.) and local defence 
(V. A. Dover ^^0k/6).

Hull ) 
Immingham) 
Grimsby )

Do. (F. 0. Humber 2111/6 to Adty.).

Tyne Do. (F. 0. Tyne 2101/6 to Adty,)-

Aberdeen Ref. Adty. 18U7/3- To be added to list <

be sent there. (Adty. 1325/6 to IT. O.I.C. 
Aberdeen).

Cromarty Firth Port scheme. (R.A. Invergordon 1910/6 to Adty).

Lough Foyle 
Londonderry ,

I Re defence (IT.O.I.C. Belfast 1157/6 to Adty.).

Larne )
Belfast Harbour)

Newhaven Port scheme. (N.O.I.C. , Fewhaven, 1715/6).

Methil
Burnt^Island

Port scheme. (H.C.S.O. Methil, 1652/6).

Poole Do. (R. N. 0. Poole 17U5/6).

Orwell

Kind’s Lynn

Leith,
Granton

Do. (F.O.I.C. Harwich, 18U5/6). 

Do. (King’s Lynn 1703/6).

Do. (IT. O.I.C. Leith, 2220/6).

Sunderland,
Seaham

Do. (N.O.I.C., Sunderland, 2301/6).
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HOME COMMANDS

Sheerness Port Scheme (Cdr. I.C. Sheerness 1£

Defence of U.K.

Mjddlesborough Do. (N. O.I.C. Middlesborough, 1800/6).

SCOTSTOUN.

Orders to CALIFORNIA (V.A.N.P. , 1133/6).
Further orders to ships on patrol (V.A.N.P.,
1111+/6).

Left Portsmouth escorted "by AMAZON, WARWICK, and 
WITCH (C. in C. , Portsmouth 1313/6 to Adty.) 
Sailed Portsmouth 1700/6 for Clyde* ,(D.C. 0751+/7 
to £. N.L.O. Marceau).

My personal message 191+0/5* VALIANT is sailing 
2100/6 for this duty. Amend time of origin of 
message quoted to read 191+2 for future 
reference. (C. in C. , H. F. , to F. 0. C. , B. C.S., 
180!+/6).
Left Scapa screened by TARTAR, MASJtONA, BEDOUIN 
and ASHANTI. (F.O.C.O.S. 1858/6).

reconnaissance of area North Goodwin - West 
Hinder - West Deep - Zuydcoote Pass - Calais 
Roads - South Goodwin for small craft at 
daylight 7/6. In particular information 
required of h naval motor landing craft M.L.C.
12," 17, 21,22. (Chatham A. C. H. Q. 2300/6).

Blyth Do. (N.O.I.C. Blyth, 1801+/6).

Movements

Northern
Patrol

My 2231+/5. Proceed at normal sneed. V.A.N.P. 
1037 to LETITIA, CIRCASSIA, WOLFE, LAURENTIC,

Submarines Positions 0006/7 (D.C. 2200/6, 0610/7}*

Operations

Evacuation of B. E.F.

Small Craft Derelict boats and floats sighted by aircraft 
Adrift/ (Chatham, 0653/6). 2 Blenheims to make final

Derelict boats and floats sighted by aircraft 
(Chatham, 0653/6). 2 Blenheims to make final
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Iceland

In view great difficulty identifying suspicious 
a/c and vessels except near Reykjavik M.O.I.C. 
Iceland should he informed of any H.M. ships 
or a/c sighted by Coast Watchers in Iceland.
(N. O.I.C., Iceland 1329/6). (D.O.D.H. to C. in 
C. Rosyth ? time).

Military authorities wish her to remain at least 
2k hours at Reyfiavik to bring hack reconnai ssance 
party. (N. S.H. (£. Ottawa, 1231/6).

Operation Quidnunc.
(Cutting of cables to Scandinavia)

Peterhead - Cutting and sealing completed hy MONARCH 1700/5 
Egersund cable (C. in C. , Rosyth, 1127/6).

Adty. 1620/5. Sondervig ITo. 2 cut. Adty. JM3k/2^ 
18024/ 23/5 Trawler operations completed.
(P.O.I.C. , Tyne 1626/6).

Air.
British Air Activity

SWORDFISH
attacked

One of our own aircraft attacked SWORDFISH 
in North Sea 2230/6. Attack was unsuccessful 
(D.C.N. S. 277).

Search for 
2 enemy ships

3 Sunderlands left Sullom Voe 02400 for the 
Northern Patrol area,'to assist in the search 
for 2 unidentified ships sighted 5/6.
(D.C.N. S. 276).

Night
Recognition
Signals

In view of enemy use of navigation lights hy 
night over land, burning of navigation lights 
can no longer he regarded as a means of 
recognition. Suggested action, and comments 
requested. (Air Min. (O.A.), 1531/6).

Enemy Air Activity

Raids on U. K. Between 2100/5 and 0300/6 there was intense 
enemy activity between the Orkneys and Isle of 
Wight. Hostile aircraft approached Scapa 
and Wick with little success; weather was
possibly too had.
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HOME COMMANDS 

Air

Enemy Air Aotivity( Contd. )

Raids on U. K. 
(Contd.)

Hostile aircraft-.qro&sed the coast in the 
area M i h , nfryf/.*! i and apparently flew 
round until they saw aerodromes lit up, when 
they proceeded to drag. incendiary and high

were honhed. So far as can he 
ascertained up to the present, comparatively 
little damage was done. (Air Min. D.S. 322).

Portland Raid Air raid over Portland and Weymouth Bay 0035 
to 0105 probably 2 possibly 3 planes, flying 
high. One loud explosion and flash off 
Portland Bill reported in air and falling 
ddbris seen.

As no mines observed to fall by small craft 
or observers, do not consider it necessary 
to close port, except for ships not degaussed 
pending skids having swept channel. (P. O.I.C. 
Portland 0302/6).

Mining

Exits for forces Your 2019/U* Important that forces from
from Sheerness 
and Dover

Sheerness and also from Dover should be able 
when necessary to move east passing south of 
our mine barrier. I do not see how this can 
be achieved if Q.Z. 60 is blocked with mines 
unless a new channel is swept or searched 
near 51:35 N. (C. in C., Nore, 12^0/6 to V.A. 
Dover).
POLLUX to lay mines, departure fi>*m N. Goodwin 
L.V. 2200/6 (V.A. Dover 0955/6).

Cherbourg Mines believed dropped during night k/6. Two 
mines exploded during night 5/6. One Dredger 
mined in harbour. (Cherbourg'1320/6 to War 
Office). Port closed except to treated ships. 
(B.N.L.O. Marceau 1755/6 to Adty.).

Portsmouth Portsmouth mined, port closed (D.C. 0751/6). 
Eastern channel was opened at 1620/6. The 
port is now closed nightly from dark until 
0700 (D.C.N.S. 277)-
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NELSON

Dover

Portland

E. Coast 
Barrier

Mines off Texel

As m i r a c-
TIRPITZ.SCHEER

War Diary

E.A. sighted 

21 E. boats

M. Vs

30 unknown 
vessels

6.6. 40.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS

Mining (Contd.)

Sailed at 1700/6 for Greenock. 2 magnetic 
mines v/ere exr'loded "by sweepers ahead of her. 
(D.C.N.S. 277%

Western entrance is closed, (do.)

Open to D. G. ships only pm/6 (I.C. 0474/40). 

TEYIOT^BANX laid further mines pm/6 (do.)

There is a suspicion of moored mines in 
53:44 N. , i+: 08 E. (aporox. 40 miles N.W. of 
Texel) (I.C. 0473/40).

Enemy Intelligence

AymiRAL
Wilhelmshaven TIRFITZ.In Bauhafen^SCHEER in 
dock.otherwise harbour practically deserted. 
BRUMMER and PPDEHpKRAI.I where previously 
reported. One T/B in Torpedo Boat Harbour 
otherwise only three medium Merchant ships and 
a few patrol craft. In Emden harbour some 
barge activity and possibly one T/B Delfz is 
partially blocked by floating barges, (a/c 0110/6) 
TIRPITZ afloat in dry dock in which she has 
been repairing. Apparent activity by E. boats 
in Schilling Roads and off Frisian Is. (I.C. 
0 4 7 4 / 4 0 )  •

With navigation lights on at 2209, 52:58 N. 
4:34 E. heading N. E. (across Texel) (Chatham
A.C.H.Q. 0001/7).

Identity of these vessels uncertain, observed 
by a/c 1300/6, 53:30 N. 5:45 E. (2 miles N. 
Ameland) moving in general easterly direction 
and leaving large wake. Several others noticed 
in Schillig Roads (I.C. 0474/40 and Air Min.
D. S. 323).

1904 one 1500 tons 53:57 N. 4:4 E. Co. N. 7 
knots. 1912 one 5000 tons 53:38 N. 3:4 E. 
stationary. 1912 two 5000 tons same position 
course 070° 10 knots. A/c reports. (I.C. 0474/40)
Observed 2232/6 by a/c 52:3 N. 3:53 E. (off Hook) 
course 45° not located by subsequent air
r e c o n n a is s a n c e . ( I . C .  0 4 7 4 / 4 0 ) .
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Ship - in;

I'ishin;-: Vessels Li; .its for, amendment (0.. .S. 1209/6)
Italian Shipping to 
be examined

Except for shipping employed in trade 
directly between the Italian Colonies
and Italy all Italian ships are to be 
submitted to the most rigorous control 
both for imports and exports. All 
concessions previously allowed them 
with the exception mentioned above have 
been withdrawn. (Admty. 1759/6)

(a) Intensified Submarine attack 
particularly west of Dungeness clear of 
Dover Strait Linefields and patrols.

(d) Shelling from the Drench coast 
between Dover and Dungeness.

1. The best protection will be pro
vided as follows

cept on moonlight nights.

3. Shelling as at (d) is not considered 
likely to be a serious menace.

4. It is generally considered that all 
ships should sail in convoy, that the 
holding of ships in the Downs to form 
Convoy etc., should be avoided, and 
that the best time for t e passage of 
convoys through the strait should be 
thoroughly examined, but is likely to 
be daylight.

(V.A. Dover, 1112/6)

Convoys in Dover Straits C. in C. Lore's 1800/5. The forms of
attack are considered to be:-

(b) Attack Thames Estuary to beachy 
Head including tie Downs.

(c) Aircraft bombing in same area as (b)

(a) and (c) by sailing all ships in 
convoy.

(b) By making passages in daylight.

(c) By making passages in darkness ex'

War Office Sailings to Programme (D.0.D.(4) 1853/6, 0037/8)
Prance
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Y/ar Office 
Sailings to 
Prance

Havre, Rouen

Bombardment

Swedish
destroyers

North Sea

Channel and 
Western App.

Horns Reef

Dutch coast

Norwegian
Coast

- 0— , COi.̂ -̂ uIDS 

Shipping

Programme (D. O.D.(H) 1853/6, 0037/8).

No ships to be sailed to Havre or Rouen until 
further orders (Adty. 221+3/6). All ships at 
Havre and Rouen which are ready should be sailed 
forthwith (D.T.D. 225U/6). Cancel my 221+3/6 
(D.T.D. 101+9/7). ( !3o)

Miscellaneous

Following instructions to he substituted for those 
previously governing bombardment policy contained 
in Adty. 221+0/22/8/39, which are hereby cancelled. 
(Adty. 1233/6).

Report of 1+ Swedish destroyers said to have been 
bought from Italy in Queenstown (N. O.I.C. Swansea,, 
1911/6).

Weather

Wind Visibility Outlook

Variable light Moderate or poor Visibility
E. moderate in N. Mainly good during
in Thames. good in S. fog day except

or mist patches. in extreme IT.

E. light or Good in West. Wind freshen-
moderate. moderate in East. ing from E.

N. light. Good. Little change.

E.N.E. light Good. Little change,
or moderate.

Northerly in S. Moderate. Visibility
Westerly in N. improving

except in 
S.W.
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POREIGL STATIONS

North Atlantic

pencil .. ositions Convoys and p trols (D.C., 0144/6)

Conv and Patrols at 1200/7 (D.C., 
2539

Withdrawn from Canary Islands rea. 
french sloop h'ERTirECASTEAUX patrolling 
to south of Teneriffe. .rnnend your 
patrol area as follows and keep out of 
sight of lend. (P.O.C.I.A., 1036/6 to 
PATROCLUS)

Y/arships and Convoys (N.C. to E.R.L.O. 
Rarceau, 1919/6)

being ordered to return to S. American 
ports, and sailings from those ports 
are Raid up; hut xtalian ships at liont 
Video continue to‘load. Two Tankers 
were ordered today to take refuge in 
Nexico; ERNANI has heen told to cease 
making her daily position and, as well 
as two other ships, to make for Las 
Palmas at full speed.

-dvts. announcing- sailing for Europe 
18/6 have heen discontinued. (f.C. 
Permanhuco 1005/ 6)

Rediterr;. nean

tY/eive miles of the co C/3 ts of Italy 
Albania and Italian colonies and 
possessions are dangerous to n vigation 
and must not he entered without a oilot. 
(N.A. ôrne, 1039/6)

Patrols off Canary's Ry 1026/5. french sloop D fIBERVILLE

Italian ohipoing

Italian <aters 
- -ined

Italian Naval authorities give notice 
that from today the waters within
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i .ItUiCrxiIA
-mediterranean, Contd.

nritish ss OPORTO reports having
sighted her at 1200 0.. .T./4 45 miles 
S.W. from harittims steering toward 
-rantellaria arid that she now has two 
masts. (S.O (l) Gib. 1208/6)

..dditi n to list of transports given 
in 2300/1. Humoured (D 3) that mines 
laid off Trapani com lunication between 
Italy and Greece and between Italy and 
—alta has been stooped (IT.A. Home 1833/ 
6 )

organisation in Canal a.rea requires 
overhaul. In this case it appears to 
have worked particularly effectively.

As soon as ^ovt. permits us to hold up 
ships there is fully efficient 
organisation to do so.

Information concerning dangerous cargoes 
is unlikely to be received before ship 
is examined on arrival. There may be" 
no time for consultation and S.3.IT.0. 
Canal --rea will act immediately, in
fo m i n g  me and you of action taken..
(C. in C. i„ed. 2111/6 to --mbas sudor,

by Coltano 6 times daily has been 
omitted from all transmissions today, 
6/6. Cypher traffic high with greater 
proportion of "priority" indications

Herchant ships- messages mostly 
ordinary in nature increase in number 
of urgent cypher.

Ships of Lauro Line ordered to refuel 
unusual ports. Scheduled sailing 
of Italiah 457 from Genoa on June 12 
cancelled. Considerable trooping 
activity. Air service between — ulta 
and Italy cancelled from June 5.
(Capt. 0 .S., ST. ^ITGHLO, 1652/6)

Oil fuel Supply for Aeditn. fleet (4th S.L. 1627/6 )

Tour 59 of 5/6.1 am^of opinion thatSecurity of Suez Canal

Cairo)

C. in C, Led-. 2317/6 See Mediterranean Volume.
Italian Preparations 
Contd.

Position of merchant ships in 
meteorological code normally transmitted
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Italien Ships 
Contraband Control

Oil Reserve

Cotton at -ort Sudan

Interception of 
Italian °hips
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POIGAEGi: STATIONS

'editerranean Contd.

Govern: lent has decided that with 
exception of shirks plying solely between 
Italy and her colonies all Italian 
ships whether inward or outward hound 
from Italy, are to he brought in for 
full contraband and export control, 
including mails and passengers. S h i p s  
are to he detained pending instructions 
from . .J.,7. Cargoes are to he reported 
to --.A.,7. and no holdback undertakings 
are to he accepted or referred to ~.E.W. 
or home. Ships’ navicerts are re
voked. In the event of Italy attempting 
to prevent the exercise of belligerent 
rights by escorting or convoying their 
merchant ships you are to act in 
accordance v/ith the naval Prize x-anual. 
(1st 3.L., 1739/6, to C. *r ...0.’, 
ADEn, Port Said, etc., and C. in C.’s 
Lediterranean, East Indies, etc.,)

Stocks at Haifa (4th S.L. 1627/6)

East Indies

S.O. lied Sea force reports that there 
are 20,000 tons of cotton value 1.; 
million pounds warehoused Port Sudan and 
listed for shipment. Suggest arrange
ments be made to lift this to a safer 
place as soon as possible. (C. in C. 
19012/5)

he Admty. 1723/5, Ships named which do 
not call at -Mien and have not passed 
Perim are to be intercepted and. boarded 
if possible and taken to ^den under 
escort or armed guard. Ships named 
which are mot with II. of Perim are to be 
taken to —den or Suez whichever is nearer 
GI05&E, PR01A3T/AO, IHDI— are probably at 
...assawa re arming. (C. in C., 17292/6 
to A.O.I.C. -^den)

Admty. 1723/5. Request confirmation that 
eight ships named are to be diverted 
using armed guard if necessary, (p.O.I.C. 
j-den, 1357/6)
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POREIGII STATIONS

hast Indies Contd.

Italian destroyers i-ovements reported on June 2 and 5.
C.S. 4. reported Centre Peak light not 
"burning June 3. (C. in C. , E.I. 0522Z/6]

PROTECTOR • Is to wear Red Ensign. (C. in C., E.L., 
to 1T.0.I.C., den, 0956Z/6)

Italian V/arships at 
i-ismayu

H.0.I./C Eilindini reports 4 warships 
(no S/lJs) reported arrived at Kisr.ayu. 
Instructed to obtain further details 
(C. in G. E.I. 0559Z/6)

America 2z West Indies
iTu TUjO (Italian Tanker) instructed by owners 

to remain Caripito. How anchored 
off Juiria (S.O (l) Kingston 1817/6)

COEORIH Endurance unsuitable for convoy escort 
duties. (C.in.C. A.W.I. 1751/6)

CCITTE BIAUCH -Ii.O Italian, 25,000 tons, ord red to remain 
port Ealboa U.3. jurisdiction, until 
further indication. (Reuter, Panama, 
1745/6)

China

Comr iuni cat ions Governor General H.E.I. has authorised 
A.A. Hatavia to establish complete 
communication service between --.Hies in 
Par East. (R.A. Ealaya 0515//6)

--ustralia

idJSTRALIA Hot degaussed. Request work be taken in 
hand as convenient. (^.G.H.B., 0259Z/6 
to mdmty)

Hew Zee-land

HECTOR H.Z.E.B. agrees to withdrawal but would 
like to keep her until 24/6 (H.Z.h.B. 
0111Z/6)



. AB&JJ PKACILKT SHIPS

(Arrived .mtofaGasta 27/5( is taking on 
700 tons of oil (I.G. 0473/40) HAP^G 
applied to Union Oil Co, Valparaiso 
for delivery of 700 tons diesel oil 
to PAL .KG PIS at --ntofaeas ta. P-equest 
steps to prevent (C.in C., A. .1. 1152/6) 
to --dnty.;



War Diary 6 . 6 . 1 9 4 0 .
Thu rs day.

U-JO. -T C._j?..IGIT & „I :IIiG

Shins attacked

n ■ Torpedoed in 55.13'IT 10.40 
1412/6) IREN, VOLUNTEER, G
.JJliiUDEIi proceeding to assist (C. in 0. 
Aosyth 1629/6, F.O.I.C. Greenock 1631/6, 
0. in G. H.P. 1642/6) S/L in vicinity, 
position 55.13'IT 10.39'W (CALIITTLIA “ y 
1521/6) Contacted "by aircraft in 55.13'h 
W at 1817 Lying stopped, At 1815 
contacted _'rench 3/L depot ship and 8 
submarines hound for Brest. (Bonibristle 
2310/6) Still afloat at L450/7 v;ith 

and 1TOLDNTEER in company (b .C. 
0754/7) Tug llAlGiULER had her in tow 
hy 1200 (D.C.IT.S 278).
State of ship, asking for -adrnty advice 
re flooding end "beaching. 320'^ship's 
company have been transferred to escort 
vessel (Prom CARINTEIA 1525/7 C. in C. 
Losyth 1914/7) CARIITTHIA sank 2142 
(GLolJJEH 2143/7) 2 offi cers and 2 
ratings were killed by the explosion 
when the ship was torpedoed. (b .C.IT.S.
328)

was torpedoed off Finisterre. Grew, 
less one K, picked up by Greek 
KYHIAKOULA and landed at ^eenstown 6/6. 
Some of crew were wounded by shrapnel 
(B.C.N.S. 277) Press report states that 
submarine opened fire without warning.

Gothenburg? or 7ing? (Lloyds)

.Yas torpedoed without warning and sunk

60 miles E of PI anibo rough Hd. (B.S. 276)

British (4212 tons) Sunk by torpedo 2400 
6 55.30*N 8.30'\Y (off IT.W. Ireland) -.11 
crew lost except master- Cargo 7200’tons 
of iron ore.

S_ TATA Sunk 5/6 Finnish (2317 tons) BaJ^kMf from Greenock

SUJTjJIA Sunk (5/6)
Attacked by U-Boat 0207/6 

Banish 183 tons. Sunk by mine off

1250/27/5 in 43.48'IT 12.32 'TV (I.C. 0474-/4 
40)

S± C_
ounk 26/1T

French (3274 tons) was mined and sunk 
off Bunkirk 26/5 (B.S. 276)

Lined and sunk 6/6 in IJorth Sea about
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U-BOAT G. .IGIT & . II .'I IG

-GaiC.JjO
Ships Attacked Contd,

British (D.G.)(508l) Mined 1107
in the searched channel ITorth Goodwin 
Buoy (IT, Bo reland Radio 1105/6) British 
5031 tons, Gibraltar to London not in 
Convoy when mined hut had been flag 
ships of II.G. 32. Was beached off 
Ramsgate 1525/6 3 of crew missing, 31 
survivors (2 in hospital)
Lagnetic rained. Still afloat in tow of 
tugs endeavouring to beach. Commodore 
and Staff landed at Ramsgate. Raster 
and reduced crew still on board. (IT.0*1. 
Ramsgate, 1445/6) Beared that salvage 
is impossible.

Submarines Reported

020 degrees Kenbay Head, l£ miles. 
(B.O.I.C. Belfast j. D.4. (I.C.0474/40).

U-Boat surfacing 000 deg. Peel, 2 miles, 
course 310 deg. CUTTY SARK ordered to 
hunt. (P.O.I.C. Liv rpool, 2335/6).

01:50' E. Have lost contact.
TETRARCH 1714/6). Informing submarines 
on patrol. (R.A.3. 2229/6).
Possibly allied (I.C. 0474-/40).

Shore report, U-Boat 51:32' IT.
10:16' 7/. (1 mile off Dowsey Head,
course W. on surface. C.2.
(I.C. 0474/40).

Possibly one still in Western Approaches 
One West of Hebrides homeward bound.
One ITorth of Scotland homeward bound.
One in northern part of ITorth Sea • 
homeward bound, probably from ITorwegian 
Coast.
Possibly one in Moray Birth.
One in 63:6' IT. 4:40* E. at 0201/6. 
Possibly one in Eastern end of English 
Channel. (D.D.I.C. 1238/6).

0201 1 S/h. in position 63:6' IT. 
(SEVERE 0201/6)

4:40 'E.s?.

2345 Off Caldy I. Doubtful report.
(C. in C. W.A. 0731/7).

U-Boat report, graded C.4, in position2215

2245 Coastguard Peel, Isle of Map, report

1714 Enemy S/H. in vicinity of 56:48' IT
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Ur30i,T C.C^AIGII & NilII .G (Contd. )

0715

1919/4

1145

Submarines attacked

By KINGSTOII OLIVINE S 50 E 3 miles 
Dungeness (V.A.Dover 0950/6)

Anson aircraft of 217 Sqdn. attacked 
U-Boat in position 49.24*N., 05.29‘v/ at 
1919/4. Sighted on surface and attacked] 
with two 100-lb bombs, one of ' kick w s 
seen to burst on impact near conning 
tower and second near miss on port 
bead. Consider U-moat seriously 
damaged -nd possibly destroyed. (G. in 
C., W.A., 1947/6)

S3 HIGHWOOD fired one shot at sub
marine 255° 2 miles from 50.9’H 5.47’W 
(nortn of Land’s End) and bombers also 
attached (II.O.I.C. Newport 1142/7)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Ships Attacked.

HAR/C/ftLO. HAR/fcALO 1200/6 51° 19’ N. 1°32* E.
Violent explosion caused by mine. Severe 
damage. Grew took to boats. Tugs 
towed ship. (interview with Master, 
Shipping Casualties Section, Trade Division).

FRANCES MASSEY torpedoed without warning 55°25’ N . ,
8°33’ W. at about 21+00/6. Interview with 
Master, Cant. W. Whitehead, who was picked 
up by a destroyer about noon 7/6.
(Trade Division, Casualties).

S/ms. Reported.

111+5 By S.S. HIGHWOOD, steaming up Bristol '“'hannel
from Rouen towards Newport , sighted periscope 
about 12 miles off, shijfs position 50°09' IT., 
5°1+7*V/. Fired a shell from 12-pdr. gun at the 
periscope which fell short. Two planes took 
up the attack and dropped several bombs, and 
ship proceeded on course.
(Report of Cant. I. Stephenson, Master).
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Submarine

Iceland
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SITUATION REPORT

It is reported on very reliable 
authority that large scale maps of 
British coastal towns are being 
collected by the German Air Force, 
though these naps would appear to be 
of too large a scale for navigation, 
and nay therefore be required for 
bombing, parachutists, or other means 
of attack.

There is no evidence at present of sea
borne attack. On the other hand, 
during the raid on Hamburg on night 
2/3 June a ship loaded with light tanks 
was sunk; these are unlikely to have 
been loaded for the western front owing 
to the state of the French ports.

26 L.T.B’s of the latest type are said 
to have concentrated in the Horth Sea 
Operation zone since 20/5. This and 
other indications confirm that ^.T.B's 
are preparing to take part in future 
naval operations, and it becomes clear 
that . .T.B’s are likel;/ to play an im
portant part in any seaborne invasion. 
(C.I.C. -“eports ilos 7 <1 8.)

From 3/6 no merchant ship is to 
approach the coasts of the rJ.K. between- 
sunset and sunrise, except in an organ
ised British convoy.

on U»K» 168 r,..ids_ were plotted between 2250/6
and 0335/7. Bombs were dro oed at 
several places, including Cranwell 
TJpwood aerodrome (Hants), Scunthorpe 
where the Iron Works were hit, Appleby 
Fordingham Plate Hills, and near*Firth 
Brown Steel Works.

Hostile aircraft are reported to have 
been engaged probably mine laying, on 
the South coast and mine laying unit 
was active between Calais and Le Havre.

off Ireland During the last 2 days 2 ships in
addition to CxJUNTKIA have been tor
pedoed off HP,7. Ireland.

During the afternoon rumours were 
received of the landing of a strong 
German force on the East Coast of . 
Iceland. The RENOY/N and REPULSE, which 
with 2 cruisers and 5 destroyers were 
at sea to intercept the two unknown 
ships sighted between Norway and Iceland

5/
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SITUATION REPORT

Iceland, ^orrtd.

lining

xIONDNAST

— edit erranean

5/6, were sent to investigate, trie 
Northern Patrol ships to assist. The 
O.C. troops on the East coast reported 
however, during the night that there 
was no German landing and he con
sidered the rumour groundless.

Llagnetic mines were laid in the Ems 
last night. Portsmouth was closed 
this morning but was re opened this 
afternoon.

The Downs guardship HOLD .AST was 
unsuccessfully attacked by E-aoats 
during the night. Two torpedoes ran 
ashore at -^eai. V.-— Dover has 
sugjested that the Downs guardships 
be dispensed with.

Reuter reports that all Italian 
merchant ships have been ordered to 
make for neutral ports but there is 
no confirmation from Rome,though 
there is a certain nervousness 
amongst ship owners and a desire to 
"stand by"

Sailing of REX on 11th June has been 
cancelled; and VULCAHTA 25,000 tons 21| 
knots due --Igiers 10th June and 
Genoa 11th June is believed to be 
only large fast Italian ship away fror 
home waters. (N.--.Rome 1314/c: to D.R.lj

french Torts

There is a report said to be from a 
sure source that 40 ships are ready 
at Genoa and Trieste respectively, 
each group to embark an army corps.

Havre, Pecamp, Caen, Granville,
St. Halo open to traffic, -ouen, 
Cherbourg open to D.G. ships and 
Dieppe to small D.G. boats. (Cher
bourg 1351/7 to Aamty)
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ho b ii-os to -̂ p roach 
Oroast at ^imht

Ireland

Spithead

Port Schemes

Portsmouth 

Li ttleh a .ro ton 

Portsmouth 

Tees Hartlepool

HOhh COLLA1IDS

Defence of U .K»

Prom 3th June no L/V to approach 
within three miles of U.h. coasts 
and ports between sunset and sunrise 
except in an authorised hritish 
convoy, and except vessels on passage 
using a recognised coastal searched 
channel (Admty. broadcast 0132/7)

YYZ 5^13 will not effect entry of '.Yar 
Vessels into defended ports using 
private or local recognition 3igna,ls. 
his where in U.K. .Yarships are to 
conform unless operations necessitate 
approach within 3- mile li .it (D. of 
L.D* 0136/7)

Pour 2354/1. R.1I. Striking force
cannot be s^epcially provided, .tiny 
force required for an urgent 
operation must be found from R.b. 
Plymouth. (D.O.D.II. 1140/7 to A.C.7/.A

--drnty. concur in 35 brigade proposal 
that 3" case be mounted on Korsesand 
and Ro bans Ports for defence 
against aircraft minelaying, request 
approval. (D. of L.D. to idr -in. 
21:28/7)

V/.Z. 515 prohibition intended 
facilitate identification of Enemy 
Vessels and desirable reduce exemp
tions to minimum, hut exceptions 
considered necessary may be granted.
D. of L.D. 2255/7)

Extent of coast line to 'which they 
are to apply (D. of L.D. 0031/7 to K 
Home forces)

Port scheme. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
0207/7)

Port scheme (R.b.O. Littlehampton 
1210/7 to Admty)

Port is now open (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1231/7 to Admty.)

Port scheme (IT.O.I.C. Tees-Hartlepool 
1005/7)

I
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h o l d  cc... yams

^Jiti E--oat Patrol

— ethil

Lights

Situation

Ab ..rdeen.

Defence of U.A. Contd.

Request Anti D-Doat Patrol with 
flares be established during dark 
hours in area h. foreland, 51* N  1.
30*2, 51.30*11 2.30*11 2.30'S, with, 
maximum effort over Goodwin Sands 
one hour either side high water.
(V.A. Dover, 1551/7 to Coastal 
Copnand)

Re Port scheme. (il.O.I.C. Aethil 
1148/7)

Port schemes should include measures 
re lights. All navigation lights in 
your command which are unnecessary 
for s fe navigation should be extin
guished as from receipt of this sig
nal and action reported to Hydrog 
(D. of L.D. 13507^

^ o  -i.C.O.S. Ilosyth, Sore, Portsmouth, 
Humber, Tyne, Harwich,Dover. Applies 
to - coast of your command (D. of L.D 
Z 132/8 to C. in C. Aosyth)

Admiralty appreciation of Naval 
Situation, list S.L. 1958/7) See 
Operations Volume.

Re Port Scheme (1.0. Aberdeen 19L4/7 
to mdmt. . )
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Operations- French Coast

stance. Requested that frequent photographic air
reconnaissance he made of O^tend, Calais 
and Doulogne to afford immediate in
formation of use of them hy enemy 3/mfs.
i.-.̂ T.h's or other craft, and that analysis) 
of photographs he forwarded to me without) 
delay. (V.A.Dover, 1054/7 to C. in C. 
fore.)

o_Aqmhard hast of Treport, destroyers to homhard
and Troops or Vehicles seen on roads 
without further orders. West of Treport 
British Command have heen informed two 
destroyers coming over and will inform 
ships of any bombardment required.
(a .a .],.3 iHi 1113/7 to C. in C. Ports
mouth) v

Rendezvous off Dover and proceed with 
all despatch towards. Dieppe. Object 
bombardment support of 51st Division 
on Allied left flank. C. in C.
Portsmouth will give you further orders. 
(V.A. Dover 1040/7 to V/AHDEKBR)

Bxpect arrive Treport 1500/7 (V.A. Dover 
1142/7 to Admty.)

Only targets north of River Bresle to be 
engaged without reference to Military.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1216/7 to WaDDERER)

Coastline inspected from Diepne to 
Say cm:. --o troops seen of Treport. 
■L-ain road invisible _.nd consider no 
good target will be offered in area in
spected. Very slight air activity.
(,/ARTfjRER 1800/7 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Unless contrary instructions received froxj 
■“^ y  retire to n.W. during dark hours 
re turning to supporting position at dawn 
(C. in C., Portsmouth 1950/7 to
WAUDEIiER)

Communication between VESPER and Army not 
now reliable, .mi landing an Officer and 
Signalm an at Diep e to establish visual 
link. (7/AI1DERER 2115/7)
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HOLES C0MUAHDS

Havre, Operation XD

Party H to proceed to Dover • s soon as 
possible. D.O.D/H* to G. in 0., Nore.7/6)

Request you can arrange sail party H to, 
Havre on arrival from Ch tharn. (D.O.D.’h ) 
to Y.A. Dover 7/6)

Narvik

Enquiry7- (D.0.D<h\ 7/6 to P.0. Narvik)

Correction to P.0. Narvik 1702/6 (P.0. 
Narvik 1615/7)

•

Operation C.P.

Dieppe to be blocked. Operation C.P.
Re uest sail H.li. Ships KAUPO»JAG ONUS 
and RIVER TY1.E to arrive off Dieppe 
0300/9. One destroyer for Denior Officer 
and two E.T.D's or fast motor craft 
will be required for evacuation, ^ir 
Rinistry have been asked for air escort 
and fighter prot ction hile at Dieppe* 
D.D.O.D. 2034/7 to G.in C., Portsmouth)

VEGA is required for this operation.
She should arrive Portsmouth not later 
than 0700/8 (D. O.D(H.\ 2148/7 to V.A. 
Dover)

Arrangements should "be made to light 
Point d ’Allly from 0001/9 (D.D.O.DR. 
2027/7 to 3. .0. Havre)

K r t . <̂£SrA 0(*<qf(0 j/>. (<,!)
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HOME COIL .JED3

Be m a n  Landing Heport

Shins to Investigate

Unconfirmed

Shins Sighted

Operations- Iceland

-dnty's. 1300/7. proceed to investigate 
at once take charge of northern Patrol 
to assist search (C. in G. K.P. 1402/7 
to 13.G.I)

HENO'M, REPULSE, and five destroyers 
MAORI* JOJHOUND* FORESTER, ZULU, HELVIIT 
proceeding modmundar riord 27 knots. 
EEWCA3TLZ and SUSSEX "being sent on 
ahead to report and act as re uisite. 
(F.O.C.3.S. 1500/7 to G. in C. H.F.)

If enemy not found Lodmundar Fjord in
vestigate all Fjords East Coast of Ice
land "between 064° 30’IT and 066° 1 0 ’IT 
using aircraft cruisers and a destroyer. 
(C. in C., H.F. 1533/7 to P.O.C.BiC.S.)

: MORI detailed to proceed Seydisfjord 
to communicate with Military (E.O.G.E.C. 
S 1712/7 to C. in C., L._.)

V S  Trawlers Ĉ -JPE COHORIIT and AYRSHIRE 
carrying out.independent reconnaissance 
H. coast of Iceland. (D.O.d Jh '. 185C/7 to 
B.C.l)

o/C Seydisfjord reports no confirmation 
of landing in Loduundar Fjord. He 
considers rumour groundless. MAORI 
remaining Seydisfjord till telephone 
co.. mnicatini .established with _ jords
A. — TIT TT1 S - n ) « r > T , j  r j j t ________ „
oO ± 'i • —I • ■7" fT.’JJ . ivU-Li P G p O r  L. S  110 s i  m il O l
enemy "between 064° 10’IT and 065° 59’IT. 
F.O.C.E.C.S. 2143/7 to C. in C. 11.E.)

reliable information from Vestuannaey- 
jar Island. 63. 25’IT 20. 18* Y/., 2 large 
ships steaming westerly direction 
sighted 1400 sailed 30 miles S.S.W. 
7/alrus 3till out of action. (MLabaster, 
Heylcjavik, reed, from \7.0., 1800/7)
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Operations-Iceland, Pontd.

Brigadier Reykjavik reports reliable 
informant states two large skips 
sighted at 1400/7 30f3S7/ of 
Vestmannaeyjar Island steering westerly 
(D.C. to C. in C., H.F. 2208/7)

Bvery endeavour is to be made to inter
cept these two ships (V.C.N.3. 2251/7 to
G. in C. H.F.)

#
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Cherbourg

Pair Isle

British A/C 
Markings

British Patrols

Minelaying 
Operation

Exists for 
forces from 
Sheerness and 
Dover.

Ems mined.

Portsmouth

Poole Harbour

Cromarty Firth

7.6.140.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS

Air.

Bombing raid also probable mine-dropping. 
Wharves, quays, and rail intact, some damage 
to roadways but unessential except at 
Approach Raid duration 1+0 minutes. (3. N. L. 0. 
Marceau to Adty. 1300/7).

Between Orkneys and Shetlands machine-gunned 
by a/c at 1018/7-

Entire undersurfaces of all British Fighter 
A/C are to be painted very pale sky blue. 
All roundels on underside of main planes to 
be removed. (Adty. A. Message 2005/7).

N0rmal patrols were flown except Meteorological 
and Reconnaissance off Norwegian and Danish 
coasts cancelled owing to weather. Air 
escort was provided for A.M.C. CARINTHIA and 
S.S. EROS, and fighter protection was 
protection was provided for a Portsmouth 
to Cherbourg Troop Convoy from 2130/7 till 
dark (D.C.N.S. 278).

Mining

Completed. Position of mines (V.A. Dover 
0509/75 1519/17) (Probably refers to 
POLLUX, French M/L, which laid mines near 
N. Goodwin Lt.V. during night 6/7).

C. in C. Nore 121+0/6. Explaining how 
necessary exits will be provided. (V.A.Dover, 
1721/6).

Magnetic mines were laid in the Ems during 
the night. 6/7 (D.C.N.S. 277)-

Is closed (C. in C. , Portsmouth 081+2/7) 
Reopened this afternoon (I.C. 01+75/1+0).

Parachute mines observed in approx. 
50:38: 21+ N. 1:53:30 W. and 50:39:12 N. , 
1: 5k: 1+2 W. (I. C. 01+75/1+0).
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HOME COMMANDS
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North Sea

Clyde Mine 
sweeping.

E Boats off 
Scheldt.

HOLDFAST
attacked.

Aerodrome

30 vessels

EMDEN

Mining

SPEARFISH reports scraping mine mooring wire 
in 52:1+9 N. ,_3:3l+ E. (1+5 miles W.S.E. Texel) 
(I.C. 01+75AO).

Wish to emphasize that no M/S trawlers, Paddle 
or Fast Minesweepers in Clyde. In view of 
importance of Clyde shipping request further 
consideration of matter. (C. in C. Rosyth,
17U1 /7 to Adty.).

Enemy Intelligence.

A/C on night patrol sighted 2 M.T.Bs hearing 
360° distance 2 miles course 070° position 
51:1+5 N. 3:36 E. (500 Sqdn. 0331/7 to 
Chatham).

My 0331* Enemy position 51:50 IT. 3:1+0 E. 
course 060° speed 20 knots. Sqdn. 01+29/7
to R. A. F. Chatham).

The Downs Guardship HOLDFAST was unsuccessfully 
attacked by E Boats during night. Two 
torpedoes ran ashore at Deal. (D.C. 0751+/7 
to B.N. L.0. Marceau).

Report considered absolutely reliable that 
Germans making Aerodrome at Voss, N.E. of 
Bergen, with feverish activity. (Capt. Clover, 
Goteborg 1703/6 to D. N. I.)

30 unknown vessels in 52:3 N. , 3:53 E. 
course U5:15 knots at 2232/6 (V.A. S. 0059/7 
to submarines on patrol).

At 2330/7 the Dover R.D. F. station reported a 
number of Surface Vessels 15 miles South 
Vessels 15 miles South of Dover (D.C.N.S.
278).

Left Oslo a.m. 7th escorted and in tow. 
(D.C.N.S. 278).

- n

ADMIRAL SCHEER Afloat in dry dock at Wilhelmshaven where 
she has been repaired. A/C report. (D.D. I.C. 
1137/7 to AIG 1+5).



i l l

War Diary

SCHULSCHIFF
DEUTSCHLAND

Ore trade

sighted off
Iceland

Transport of 
troops to 
France

7* 6- 2+0-
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS

Enemy Intelligence

Sailing ship, 1257 tons, has "been ordered to 
Swinemunde at beginning of July for refit 
(Note. SESADLER was used in last war as a 
raider.) (I.C. 01+7 5/1+0).

It is reported that the first German ore 
ships arrived at Lulea 23/5 and are leaving 
at rate of 2 a day, average size of ships 
3000 tons. Danish and Norwegian ships may be 
used for this purpose (I.C. 01+7 5/1+0 ) *

2 Enemy ships See Iceland.

Shij^ing

French Adty. agree to EL KANTARA, EL MANgOUR, 
EL DJEZAIR, VTLLE D*ALGER, and possibly 
VILLE D'ORAN to assist in transport of troops 
from Plymouth to Brest. Ships will be under 
orders of Admiral Ouest who has been 
instructed to arrange direct with you and 
to assist in orovision of escorts.
(D,0.D.(H) 1812/7 to C. in C., W.A. ).

Convoys to 
arrive at dusk

BR0CKLEY COMBE

Havre, Ronen

In view of present enemy Mining activity and 
possible M.T.B. attack convoys from 
Southampton to Cherbourg should be sailed 
to arrive at dusk (D. 0.D(H) 221+6/7 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth).

Newport to Rouen, left Barry Roads 2300/6 
which was too late for her to be stopped 
(N.O.I.C. Barry 0036/7) (See 6/6 Mining - 
no ships to be sailed to Havre or Rouen).

Cancel my 221+3/6 (No more ships to sail to 
Havre or Rouen) (D. T.D. 101+9/7)*

i3°)
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HOME COMMANDS

Shipping

Guardships 
in Downs

Suggestion they "be dispensed with as result 
of changed conditions regarding shipping- 
in Downs and vulnerability of ships at 
anchor to M.T.B. attacks. (V.A. Dover 1056/7) 
V.A. Dover’s 1056/7. Act on own 
initiative (C. in C. , Portsmouth 1156/7 to 
VESPER, WANDERER).

Re E. boats 
attacks on 
Convoys

Suggestion that large proportion of first 
10 or 12 Fairmile Boats be allocated to Nore 
Command and Dover for counter attack in view 
of increasing danger of E. Boats attack on 
Convoys; and suggest same procedure with 
72 feet M.Ls. (C. in C. , Nore 1201+/7 to Adty.)

Weather

Wind Weather

North Sea
(a) W. half Light & vari

able mainly 
from South.

Extensive fog.

(b) E. half N. moderate. Fine.

Horns Reef N. moderate. Fine with 
slight haze.

Channel Light & vari
able.

Local fog or 
haze.

W.Approaches Light and 
variable.

Local fog or 
haze.

Norway W. or N.W. 
moderate 
fresh locally.

Fine with 
occasional 
showers in N.

Visibility

Generally poor 
or very poor

Mainly good. 

Mainly good.

Moderate generally 
poor in fog.

Moderate generally 
poor in fog.

Generally good.
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FOREIGN STATIONS

GIMMA

North Atlantic

Italian 151+2 tons, with general cargo, was 
hoarded 7/6 and on refusing to enter 
Gibraltar, v/as sent in under armed guard. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1 754/7) •

Falklands

South Atlantic

S.A.D’s 222/6 April shows necessity for 
W/T receiving watch at Falkland Islands W/T. 
Report whether this can he arranged. If 
sufficient ratings not available watch should 
he relinquished on Rugby Broadcast. (M. 1651/7 
to C. in C. , S. A. ).

GermarxS in 
South America

Possibility of trouble engineered by Germans 
and Italians in Brazil. Brazilian Govt, 
showing more firmness. (N.A. , Rio de Janeiro, 
11409/7)-

Mediterranean

UMBRIA Native pilot who v/as on board says ship’s 
officers surprised at being allowed through 
canal. They did not wish to go to Massawa 
for fear of being absorbed in army on outbreak 
of war and that persuasion of material 
nature to Chief Officer might result in ships 
not reaching Massawa (S.B.N.0. Suez Canal
1010/7). “ , ,
Reply to Adty. 0232/7. (C. in C., Med., 2051/7)

Italian
Transnorts

Following from B.N.L. 0. to Admiral, Sud, 
addressed C. in C. , Med. Sure information 
from French source, 1+0 merchant ships at 
Genoa and 1+0 at Trieste this morning, every 
group ready to embark an army corps. T.0.0. 
171+5/6. (S.O/l. , Malta, 021+5/7).

Shipping British and Norwegian shins now ready to 
sail in Egyptian, Palwian, Syrian and 
Cyprian ports bound westward through 
Mediterranean are to do so forthwith, proceed
ing direct to Gibraltar. (S.B. IT. 0. Suez Canal 
Area 1808/7)*
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Mediterranean

G.H. Q. G.H.Q. will asGume Administrative control of 
Egypt, Palestine, Sudan with effect from 
8/6. Sudan then comes directly under G. H. Q. 
on all matters. Somaliland already under 
G.H.Q. (C. in C. , M.E. , 1955/6, reed, from 
W. 0. , 16i+0/7).

SAGONA Norwegian, in Malta for 6 weeks. Oil not 
removed hy Italians. In view of risk of 
destruction consider she should denart forth
with. (F.O.I.C. Malta, 1107/7).

British and Norwegian ships ready to sail in 
Suez Canal Area bound through Red Sea are to 

do so forthwith. (S.B. N. 0. Suez Canal Area 
181 /7 to N.O. Port Said).

MIRAGLIA Italian sea-plane carrier left Tripoli 5th 
June. (S.O.I. Alexandria 1139/7 to Adty.)

East Indies

Territorial
Waters

A/C required for reconnaissance should if 
possible keep outside 3-mile limit. If 
required take offensive action territorial 
waters are to be entered if necessary; 
but A/C should not cross Iranian coast. 
(Air Min. 15U5/7 to A. H. Q. Iraq).

Italian Tinkers The Anglo-Iranian Oil Co. is reported to be 
refusing to supply oil to Italian tankers in 
the river at Abadan (S.N.O. Persian Gulf,
171 I+Z/7) •

China

Dutch patrols In N.E.I. (Capt. 0/S Singapore, 0^22/7)

Ichang Request for gunboat protection from 
Butterfield and Swire if Japanese capture 
Ichang. (N.L. 0., Shanghai, 0803Z/7).
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Qlii'ps a t t a c k e d

■British (5008 tons) Montreal to Liverpool, 
v/as torpedoed 55.30fIT 8.30'W (off I7.W. 
Ireland; Sinking rapidly. (EROS 0545/7) 
forpedoed 0430 about 20 miles II. of bloody 
-oreland (D.C. 0754/7) Latest position here 
55.53'll 8.26'W sinking rapidly (llafin Hd. 
0647/7) Taking to boats (p.O.I.C. Greenock 
0446/7) Intercept at 0428 G.M.T. do Latin 
Lead Radio S.O.S. de EROS 55.50*1. 8.30'W 
mineu sinking rapidly (l.O.I.C. Greenock 
0430/7; PAY2TTER standing by to pick up 
ci it, 55.54'll 8*40 rV  Ship mi gilt be saved if 
tug LLiRAUDER is sent at once. I,lrom 
PAYLTSR 0850/7 (f.O.I.C. Belfast 0906/7) 
Bessroyer to investigate and hunt, Anson 
Aircraft co-operating (C. in C. Rosyth 0635/7 
fug ih-IIDIT should have reached EROS, 1630/7 
v/i'c. orders to ton. Cargo most valuable.
C. in C. Rosyth to BEKEJLEY IIC6/ 7 ) Beached 
fory^ Island at 2D50/7 Armed guard from 
GLEANER, and HOUDT .-iAS and GLEANER standing by 
irawler a-A±Ai.!1iR nas all officers and crev; on 
ooard. and salvage 01 cargo of 4 aeroplanes 
etc., being arranged from Liverpool.
D. C.U.S. 278)

(798 to_ns) sunk by gunfire from U-Boat at 
59. :8*i: 6.53 'W off Faroe Islands at 22/5/5 
eight survivors landed Stornoway 0915/7 and ' 
ten missing in lifeboat. (N.O.I.C.
Stornoway 0951/7 to C. in C., Rosyth)
1-aster of STAMCO/l/ states that crew of U- 
Boat were very young and from silhouettes 
considers she was U 27-36 class. Crew had 
no beards perhaps indicating outward 
passage. Gunfire inaccurate but ship set 
on fire and appeared to be sinking by s t e m  
.viien last seen. Las ter did 1101 actually 
see her sink. (C. in C. Rosyth, 1525/7)

Submarines Reported

Periscope reported sighted 134C/5 at 51.57 »L 
14.53 'W L>y french PALLIS. Report doubtful 
and unconfirmed. (F.O.C.N.A. to PAIKOCLOS 
2554/7)
Unknown enemy unit, prob-ably U-Boat, at 52.
5 'IT 12.25 ’TV D/F report. Unreliable fir.
(D.N.I. 1355/7 to C. in C„f w.A.)

Estimated U-Boat Dispositions
One in Western Approaches
One near Tory Island, IT. Ireland, 0543/7.
One IT.7/. Hebrides homeward bound.
One E. Shetlands homey rd bound.
One off Kor.vay. Horth of 60 dogs. IT (b .D.I.C.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Iceland. The rumour3 of a German landing in Iceland 
appear to be unfounded. RENOWN and 2 
destroyers were recalled to Scapa early this 
morning, whilst REPULSE with the 2 cruisers 
and the destroyers are to return after 
searching the fiords on the east side of Iceland. 
CIRCASSIA, A.M.C., was ordered to Reykjavik to 
get in touch with British Minister and 
Authorities there.

Norway. Operation Alphabet (evacuation of Norway) was 
reported at 1951 completed. y Ctorfiouf ^

Considerable concentrations of Transports, 
Troops, and Armoured Vehicles are reported 
at Aalborg, Oslo, Stavanger, and Christiansund.

Western Front. WANDERER and VESPER carried out an indirect 
bombardment of the main road from Abbeville to 
Treport early this morning, firing over 500 
rounds of H.E.; but, communication with the 
army at noon having become possible only by 
visual signal via Dieppe and despatch-rider, 
further bombardment was considered dangerous 
and VESPER remained at Dover with CARDIFF at 
one hours notice till contact could be made 
with N. L. 0. 51st Division.

Havre,
Rouen.

No more ships to be sailed to these ports at 
present; and ships already at Rouen are to 
unload and leave with all despatch.

Dieppe Operation C. P. was postponed and ships returned 
to Spithead.

Italian
Shipping.

It is becoming increasingly clear that 
Italian merchant ship sailings have been 
suspended and those in British ports 
instructed to sail without delay and those 
at sea to make for neutral ports. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1809/8).

Report has been received (b .3) that 3 Italian 
ships with cargoes of copper which are due 
shortly at Gibraltar will be escorted and that 
if they are detained at Gibraltar Mussolini 
will declare war.
(N.A. Rome, 1944/8.)

Aircraft
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SITUATION REPORT

8.6.UO. 
Saturday.

Italian
Shipping; 
(Contd.)

Aircraft observed a large Italian transport bound 
for Tobruk with an escort of 2 destroyers. This 
is the first example of escorts being provided for 
Italian shipping.

Mining Magnetic mines were exploded at Portland and 
Cromarty Firth; the S.S. HARDINGHAM (D.G. ) was 
mined and sunk 1-g- miles from South Knock Buoy; 
and at 1915 a heavy explosion was reported S.E. 
of Newhaven.

Air Enemy aircraft were again active along the south 
coast and over the eastern counties after dark 7/8, 
but no bombs are reported to have been dropped.

British air patrols were restricted by weather 
during 8/6 and at 2000/8 all further operations 
in the southern part of tne North Sea were 
suspended owing to fog lying over the coast 
aerodromes.

: ■ SsaSS
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War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

8.6.1+0.
Saturday.

Defence of U. K.

Personnel
Sailings.

Addition to 1853/6 (D.O.D. (H) 0037/3).

Piers Re. (Hofor London 1140/8).

Motor craft
(v

Laid up on shore or at moorings and on large loc^s 
which might be of use to enemy if they succeed in 
landing by sea or air. To be immobilised (D.D. of 
L.D. 1443/8 to C. in C. Rosyth).

Poole Harbour Examination service established. Port is closed 
at night. (F. O.I.C. Portland 1110/8).

Yarmouth Blockship (D. A/S W. 1508/8).

Patrols Additional patrols are being established in areas 
82A and 2F tonight (Capt. A/P Lowestoft 1720/8).

Aberdeen Port scheme (N.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1904/7)*

Lewis Guns Allocated to Scapa, to be reduced by 50. j to 
enable auxiliary vessels and patrol craft now 
coming with service to be armed. (A.C.N.S. (H) 
2245/8).

Scapa Urging that blockships from the Forth be sent 
to Scapa at once since gaps exist in all sounds 
through which E boats could enter. Matter concerns 
safety of Fleet. (C. in C., H.F. 0014/8).

CnPital Ships It is considered desirable under present conditions 
that there should be not less than 2 capital ships 
available to proceed south in case of invasion.
(1st S.L. 1742/8).

Shipping
Signals

Reporting by W/T at earliest moment of enemy air
craft or surface vessels by British bombers flying 
over the North Sea. Example. (Air Min., 1220/8)-.

Defence against Your 1204/7- Hot considered that Fair-mile _M.Ls 
E* boats are test for anti—E.boat duties. M.A/S 3s will
~ ------- however be allocated to Nore Command for this^

purpose (A.C.N.S.(H) 1741/8 to C. in C. , Nore) •



War Diary 8.6.1+0. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Defence of U.K. (Contd.)

Firth of 
Forth

Closed at night (Hydrog. 1121+/8).

Peterhead Port scheme (IT. O.I.C. Peterhead, 1508/8).

Kirkwall Do. (N.O.I.C. Kirkwall 1530/8, 181+5/8).

Wick Do. (R.N.O. Wick, 1700/7).

Gt. Yarmouth Do. (N. O.I.C. Great Yarmouth 1735/7).

Invasion
Intelligence

Conference at Air Min. to discuss warning 
intelligence of invasion. (Air Min., 1837/8).

South Coast 
Zone

Your 1711/6, requesting special zone for aliens 
on South Coast. " Plans are being made for 
extension of special zone on coast. (Hd. of N.L. 
151+5/8 to C. in C. , W. A.).

Blyth Amending P/G 1801+/6- (N. O.I.C. Blyth, 121+2/8).

Movements

Fleet fogbound Ships at Scapa are fogbound. (C. in C., H.F. ,
0301/ 8 ).

DORSETSHIRE Sail for Gibraltar with all despatch 10/6. On 
arrival ARETIiUSA return to U.K. (D.O.D. (F) 
1855/8 to C. in C. , W. A. , F. O.C.N.A. )

Norwegian
warships

Which may arrive Thorshaven without warning 
(D.O.D. (K) 1653/8).

Submarines 0600/9 (D.C. 1953/8).



HOME COMMANDS

8. 6. i+O.
Saturday.

Ships operating on French Coast

Have informed Army of ships orders to leave 
hut unable obtain their views because of dense 
fog. Their last information received was that 
bombardment might be imperative. Will evacuate 
liaison officer and M/B crew and sail for Dover 
unless army persists in ashing for co-operation 
VESPER in company (WANDERER 05C0/8 to Adty. ).

Return to Dover (D. C. 0015/8 to WAITDERER).

My 0500 Army now state bombardment of a position 
North of Treport imperative. Ships capable of 
indirect bombardment appear urgently required 
(WANDERER 0610/8).

Request fighter protection now off Treport 
(WANDERER 0652/8).

2

3

l

Am carrying out bombardment north of Trenort 
(WANDERER 07U3/8).

In view of your 0610/8 cancel Adty. 0015/8. Direct 
fighter protection not available but fighters 
should be operating near you. (D.C. 0755/8 to 
WANDERER, VESPER).

Cancel my 0652. Bombardment comi leted (NaI.DERER 
0756/8).

Report on bombardment (WANDERER 0810/8).

CARDIFF raise steam for full speed (D.C. 0850/8). 
Report situation and whether there is useful work 
that you can do. Would it be of use to send 
CARDIFF who is capable of indirect bombardment when 
stopped only (V.C.N. S. 1037 to WANDERER).

Your 1037 situation at 0800. was observed. I was 
last in tbuch with military at OijOO who then stated 
bombardment by indirect fire would be of great value. 
Communication now only by V/S via Dieppe and 
despatch rider. Consider bombardment dangerous 
until reliable W/T communication established with 
front. WANDERER’S 37 type set unsuitable as link. 
CARDIFF stopped would probably be vulnerable but 
her presence in area would be advantageous in case 
W/T communication improves (WANDERER 1215/8).

VESPER proceed to Dieppe and endeavour to get in 
touch with army. CARDIFF proceed towards Dieppe 
in readiness to carry out bombardment. Ships to 
withdraw if bombardment impracticable. Spotting 
aircraft will be ready. (V. C.I .S. 1A18/8).

CARDIFF, VESPER remain at Dover at one hour’s 
notice. They will not proceed until contact has 
been made with N.L. 0. attached to 51st Divn.
(D.O.D. (H) 1027/8).
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Situation 
in ports

War Office 
Sailings

Cherbourg

Point
pTAilly

Destroyers

HOME COMMANDS

8.6.I4O.
Saturday.

Coast of France and Low Countries^

Ymuiden 5/6. Possibly 5 M.T.Bs in harbour. 
Willemsoord 2/6. No enemy warships except M.T. B. 
entering harbour.

Amsterdam( 
Rotterdam 
Hook * 
Antwerp ( 
Ostend (
Zeebrugge( 
Dunkirk , 
Flushing 
Calais ) 
Boulogne)

5/6 Nothing of interest.

I4./6 do.
6/6 do.

Photographic reconnaissance being carried out as 
often as possible. (D.D. I.C. 1528/8).

A.M. 0037/8, re War Office sailings. Destrwetion 
of these sailings has been changed to Cherbourg. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1158/8).

At 1028/8. No air raids, wharves and quays intact, 
port open to treated ships, some damage to roadways, 
rail facilities intact, L.L. sweeping continuing, 
traffic normal. (B.1T. L. 0. , Marceau, II4OO/8).

Cancel my 2027/7 re lighting of Point D ’Ailly. 
(D.C. 1607/8).

Operation^ Dynamo

Following took part.
"WILD SWAN ready
SALADIN p.m. 9
VT MY 12/6
VIVACIOUS 1 2 / 6
EXPRESS 13/6
ESK 13/6
WHITSHED 13/6
WINCHELSEA 13/6
ANTHONY 1V 6
ICARUS 16/6
VERITY 16/6
WINDSOR 18/6
WOLSEY 21/f
WIVERN 21/6
WESTMINSTER 7/7 0
CODRINGTON p.m. 9,
VENBMOUS 18/6
SHIKARI 1 8/6
WHITEHALL 0800/9
VENETIA 12/7 0

boilers 
C. , W.A.

(ing postpone, 
if reboiler- 
00L1/9).\
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8.6.1+0.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operation Paul

1st. S.L. COl+3/8 see Operation Volume.

Operation C.P. (Dieppe)

Cancel my 2031+/7 Operation C.P. postponed ships 
are returning to Spithead (D.C. 1152/8 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth).

C  V{ C I «.

Operation -94.yae

Dutch coasters JUTLAND, AEGIR, CAREBIA, TWENTE, 
GORECHT, HONDSRUG, DOGGERSSANK to be prepared 
and sailed for Newhaven to be under orders of C. in 
C. Portsmouth (D.O.D.(H) 2233/8).
KAAT PALGA, HEBE II, JABA, ATLAI7TIC, ZEUS, SAN AHTOIUD 
WEGA, RUjfA, ABEL TASMAN, DESPATCH II, TRISO, _
PACIFIC to be prepared and will be under C. in C. 
Portsmouth’s orders. (D.O.D.(H) 2239/8).

Norway

Enemy Units

Your 0001/8. DEVONSHIRE proceed to Clyde.
(D.O.D.(H) 1556/8 to C.S.1).

Have on board certain passengers (C.S.1 0001/8). 
Utmost secrecy etc. passengers to be maintained 
(D.O.D.(H) 1903/8, A.C.N.S.(H) 2320/8).

2 destroyers to screen DEVONSHIRE (C. in C., H.F. 
0623/9).'
F.O. Narvik’s 1520/8. Re malting contact with 
Norwegian convoy (C.S.1 2130/8 to WALKER, CAABELL).

Operation Alphabet completed. 
(D.C. 1951/8).

No losses.

(O.J
r.ixCm.v uuxoo , Hospital ship ATLANTIS, on passage from Narvik,

RIOUS J reported that she saw an enemy battleship
ORAMA o<fc) 2 funnels and seaplanes attack a 2 funnelled transport!

at 0900/8. Transport, which is believed«bo be ■
S.S. ORAMA, 19,81+0 tons, homeward bound from Narvik 
without troops or cargo, was still afloat when 
last seen.
German official broadcast at 1500/9 claimed that 
SCHARNHORST and GNEISENAU intercepted and sank 
H. LI. S. GLORIOUS, one destroyer, and the submarine 
chaser, tanker OIL PIONEER, and S.S. ORAMA.

ARDENT
ACASTA
sunk
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1 2 4

Loss of
GLORIOUS
AGASTA
ARDENT

HOME COMMANDS

8.6.1+0.
Saturday.

O-peratlons

Evacuation of Norway.

VANOC and VETERAN are being sent to 60:50 N., 5:00 W. 
to arrive 2000/9 and failing further orders to 
proceed thence to Scapa. (P. 0. Narvik 1132/8 to C.S.1)

Harstad departures. At 1200/7 Hospital ship ATLAITTIS 
through 66:30 II. 1:30 W. thru Scapa. At 2100/7 
trawlers STRATEIDEVOIT, DULClJ»ELLE, ELDORADO towing 
Valrus landing-^skails, orders as for ATLANTIS, speed 
7 knots. (P. O.I.C. Narvik, 0016/8 to Adty. )

Group 2 leaves R/V A.0200/9 at 14 knots through 
position 66° IT. 1° W. and 63° N. 4° W. and thence to 
Clyde. (P. O.C. 2 C. S. 1217/8 to C. in C. , Rosyth).

Group 2 consists of BritisL ships ORONSAY, ORMONDE, 
DUCHESS OP YORK, ARANDORA STAR, ULSTER MONARCH,
ULSTER PRINCE, ROYAL ULSTERMAN, VAimYCK^/^/V. * at 
0230/9 with escort COVENTRY, SOUTHAMPTON, HAVELOCK,
FAME, FIREDRAKE, BEAGLE, DELIGHT, ECHO, proceeding 
Clyde. Party 2, ARROW, STORK, and minimum of 4 trawlers, 
are with store ship Convoy, see my 0022/8. (P.0. Narvik 
2300/8 to Adty.)

GLORIOUS escorted by ARDENT and ACASTA left position 
70:17 N. , 14:10 E. at 0300/8 for Scapa. (R. A. (A)
0303/8).

Your 0345 14th June. 8th June 1600 H.H.S. GLORIOUS 
approximate position 068° IT. 004°.>E. course 200° 
screened by H.M. S. ACASTA and H.M.S. ARDE'~T sighted 
enemy, believed one 8 inch gun cruiser and one 6 inch 
gun cruiser. Maximum visibility. Enemy opened fire 
1605 range 20 thousand yards and hit with third salvo 
preventing aircraft flying off. Main wireless and 
bridge destroyed immediately and ship (? eventually) 
sank about 1730.

About 1600 H.M.S. ARDENT attacked, H.M.S. ACASTA laid 
smoke screen. H.M.S. ARDE’IC soon sank. After 
H.M.S. GLORIOUS sank H.M.S. ACASTA attacked with 
torpedoes. One believed hit enemy forward. H.M.S. 
ACASTA sank during 2nd attack.

No appreciable damage observed on enemy which 
approached within one mile of the men in water without 
stopping.
No enemy aircraft spotting.

H.M.S. GLORIOUS outranged throughout action.

Behaviour of personnel excellent.

Troop ship or Tanker not in company of H.M.S. GLORIOUS. 
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 1631/14 to Adty.)
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Loss of 
GLORIOUS 
ACASTA 
ARDENT 
(Contd.)

HOME COMMANDS

8.6.1+0.
Saturday.

Operations

Evacuation of Norway.

OIL PIONEER was encountered and sunk earlier in the 
day. ORAI.IA was next intercepted and sunk. (German 
broadcast).

Report by A.B. Cyril Carter who was at after tubes in 
ACASTA. After GLORIOUS was sunk C.0. ACASTA decided 
to pass through smoke screen and attack with 
torpedoes. German cruisers then appeared to be in 
quarter line formation some distance apart, they were 
from other accounts rejoining, when ACASTA turned to 
fire HIPPER class appeared to be bow on with LEIPZIG 
class or 6 inch cruiser class on port quarter.
1+ torpedoes fired from port side, ship continued on 
her course engaging with guns. Flash and large 
splash was seen on bow of the 6 inch cruiser class 
and C.0. ACASTA passed word one torpedo hit at which 
ship’s company cheered. ACASTA then turned 3^0° 
and fired remaining 1+ torpedoes but no further hits 
observed. German ship passed Carter when he was on 
a raft he did not observe any damage but there was 
' a heavy swell jpn and he was unable to see distinctly. 
Time of attack*!l730/8 (C. in C. , Rosyth» ).

A lPH*!££.T ’ *►. V ••***. I i J

H.F. S/S/tio , —/ft VA' A>rc>«f4 CbVueu ^  "I//*0■ b-yM—tyJu*t*.

m  FJOISSbl/l/o .
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Norway (Contd.)

i
«

Enemy Units 
'"contd.) \
anem
"fcon

At 1615/8 an intercepted message from GLORIOUS 
indicated that she was in contact with an enemy 
Naval Force.

Iceland

#

I

Your 2251 (re interception of two unknown ships) 
63:20 N. li:l5 W. 065° 12+ knots. Thick fog now. 
(CIRCASSIA to F. O.C.N. Patrol 0038/8).

From Alabaster 0025/8. Many rumours re enemy 
landings in Iceland, sc far no foundation.
Asking for ship or aircraft to call occasionally 
(D.C. 112+5/8 to C. in C. , H.F. ).

Reply. I will send one A.M.C. but ask Alabaster 
to sift rumours so that ships of H.F. may not 
be drawn off on wild goose chase, such as 
yesterday. (C. in C. , H.F. 1222/8).

My 011I+/8, 0115/3. Proceed independently and 
operate off Reykjavik. RENOWN is returning to 

Scapa (F.O.C.B.C.S. 0257/8 to NEWCASTLE, REPULSE).

Am leaving REPULSE to operate off E. end of Iceland 
with SUSSEX, MAORI, FOXHOUND, FORTUNE. NEWCASTLE 
proceeding to operate 6ff Reykjavik. RENOWN,.
ZULU, KELVIN returning to Scapa expect to arrive 
2300/8 (F.O.C.B.C.S. 0315/8). Report of 
investigation (NEWCASTLE 0712+/8).

After searching all fiords on East side of Iceland 
return with whole force including NeweASTUT to 
Scapa (C. in C. , H.F. 092+1/8 to REPULSE).

DISCOVERY II to investigate commencing 10/6 
(V.A.N.P. 1032/8, 1152/8, 12+20/8 SALOPIAN in 
Iceland waters (SALOPIAN 1300/8) Leave to arrive 
Clyde 12/6 (F.O.C.N.P. 2217/8).
'our 2356/7. Original report lighthouse keeper 
it Eorhofdi with telescope. Ships were sighted 
separately at 0800/7 nnd 1100/7* (S.O. (I) Iceland
905/8)
IRCASSIA to proceed to Reykjavik 
2+02/8). Order one of A.Ivi.C's on 
iatrol lines to proceed Reykjavik 
•ith British Minister and Military 
he need only remain a few hours. 
219/8 to V.A.N.P.)
y position, course and speed at 1 
106": 50 W. , 137 degrees, 12+ knots.
sime of arrival in my 0315- (P. O.C

(F.O.C.N.P. 
northern most 
and get in touch 
authorities.

(C. in C., H.F.

800, 060:2+2+ N. , 
Cancel expected 
.B.C.S. 2112/8).
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.Peel: - _.rks

Narvik Troon Convoy 
. -t tacked

- . H i e d  —a r k in g s

-.y-li-L. .08- -Xl
o-l. -- .PltHK ;Y

British --ir activity

-'atrols 3A 2 and 8-- 3 k/ill be flown at 
dawn as well as dusk till further 
orders. (C. in C. kosyth 0002/8)

To enable R.-i.F. to pick out friendly 
ships in event of invasion, when there 
are likely to be a large number of 
..llied and German warships at see. (C. 
in C., ITore 1930/8)

Enemy Air Activity

Convoy has been attacked by one enemy 
aircraft 1705 63°K
Incendiary bombs, no hits. (VALIANT 
1055/8)

To be expected that enemy will exploit 
capture of Allied aircraft to the full 
and may also use Allied markings on 
his own aircraft. (D.I.I., 1554/8)

Patrol trawlers, were bombed and 
machine gunned by enemy seaplane 1030/8 
155 miles KITE Faroes. The vessels were 
sli :htly damaged and there were 4- 
casualties / u .
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3.6.1940.
Saturday.

HOKE C0IT.AI1DS

Temporary anchoret;e

French Ilinin
—

Clyde I -ine sweeping

Cherbourg 

i-oray Pirth

Portland

Refence -gainst 
--inelaying

m n i n ,u.

prepared for ships waiting to enter 
ports on 3. A. coast which have been 
temporarily closed owing to constant 
enemy mining (C. in C., \7._. 1934/8 to 
C. in C., Ports, outh)

Area, about to be . ined by Prench 
(A.C.R.S. (H) 1700/3)

Reply. A 1/3 Trawler group is being
more m

line exploded (Cherbourg S.A. 1110/8)

Situation reported by C. in C. Rosyth 
1741/7 is most dangerous and in view of 
use of Clyde by important units of 
fleet in addition to important shipping 
to which C. in 0., Rosyth refers, I 
consider it essential that minesweeping 
services should be reinstituted in this 
ares, without delay. (C. in C., H.P. 
1000/s to Adnty.)

•up
sent leaving Plymouth 10/6.
Trawlers vill go to west coast as they 
are completed. Owing to recent 
casualties cannot keep a fast i/S P 
on '.7 Coast until moored mines are found 
there. . .C.I .S. (H) 1848/8)

1-y 1347/7. 2 further mines detonated
136° 3.6 miles nd 145° 3.5 miles from 
Tarbatness Lt. -o. (3.0. 1st l/S 3? 1339/ 
8 )

magnetic mine exploded 057° Breakwater 
Port 6 cables. (P.C.I.C. Portland 1735/8)1

Pine cut in apwrox 54.0 *1. 0.14'5'E (C. 
in C., IJore 2536/8, 2338/3)

Admty. 2128/7 re defence against all 
minelaying. Request you take action 
at your discretion, (air .-in. (OA) to 
Pi ght e r C ommand, 1215/8)

AXO reports heavy explosions heard to 
8.E. ship bloving siren (R.O.I.C. 
liewhaven to C. in C., Portsmouth 1915/8)

- * I
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il.d l i:
' ■ /arshins

Bnemy U n i t  N e a r  
F a r o e s

Transports

Sabotage Charges

T orpedo ss

Saturday.

jCi— .»iL]l)S

Bn emy Intelligence

Which has been at Oslo in a damaged 
state since 10/4 left in tow a.m. /7 
for Germany. At 0040/8 aircraft re
ported 4 warships, presumably ELSDEfT 
and escort in 54.50*11 10.53'E, at 
southern end of Great Belt steering 
south (I.C. 0475/40)

Lt 0921/8 an unidentified German naval 
unit v/as transmitting apparently near 
the Faroes (I.C. 0475/40]

Reported that large fleet of more than 
20 German transports loaded .ith war 
material lying at Aalborg Harbour. 
Locally reported as being due to sail 
Tor west coast of norway end rumour 
destined for east coast of Scotland. 
Consider report reliable. (Capt. Glover 
1247/8)
Information received by Lloyds from 
Norway indicating that German armoured 
vehicles have been concentrated at 
Christi .nsand (Capt. Clover 1519/8) 
j..or.:egian Legation Stockholm reports 
considerable increase of transports 
arriving Oslo during week ending 7/6 Low 
20 to oO in Oslo, ^-lso reported 20,000 
to 40,000 troops including parachutists 
concentrated in Stavanger area. From 
another source, all power dx-iven small 
craft L'jad fishing boats in Norwegian 
coast are being requisitioned and armed 
v/ith depth charges. American IT.A. con
firms (Stockholm 1751/8)

Acscription. 15 have been found in one 
merchant ship, masters of all British 
and -J-lied merchant shins should be in
formed (D.lf.I. 1954/8 to B.C’s at 
opnish, Portugese, Iceland, French 
ports)

2.A.Dover 0452/7 4 torpedoes found. They 
appear normal (VERNON 1455/8)
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Ocean Convoys 

0 A Convoys

Rouen

Le Havre 

Downs

Downs Traffic

Gas attack 

Du toll Troops

Coal, Russia

TAr Diary

1101.01 COIL. ARDS

3.6. 1940. 
Saturday.

Shipp in^

Positions (D.C., 1902, C. in C., T/.A. 
1401/8)

lour 1026/8 R.V. for OA Convoys should 
be in accordance with C. in C., Ports
mouth 1245/7 until further instructions 
(D.I.D.1600/8, to K.C.3.0. Thai.es)

Re. A.C., .S. 2008/7, 0151/8. ho nore 
ships are to be allowed up to Rouen at 
present. Ships already at Rouen are to 
ui-load and leave with all despatch.
(1st S.L. 1026/8 to IT.C .8.0. Le Havre)

ho more ships are to be sailed to Re 
Havre or Rouen at nr sent. (D.T.D. 
1027/3)

Anchorage in Downs only being used in 
emergency and by vessels which arrive 
too late to complete passage through 
Themes Estuary in daylight. (V.A.Dover 
0945/8)

In view of recent develope: ents intend 
sailing all hast Kent traffic to 
ioutliend without anchoring in the 
Downs for convoy instructions. (K.C.S.O. 
Ramsgate, 1348/8)

iscellaneous

Understood TILDE experienced a gas attach 
off La Panne 51/5. Request report 
(V.C.U.S. 1320/8 to V.A.Dover)

Dutch PRIRSLS/ BEATRIX to be ..ailed p.m. 
today for Drest to embark 1500 Dutch 
troops and cor.v^ them to Ply .outh. 
(D.O.D. (H) 1302/8)

Russian S'leet, no change. Pre-war 
northern fort being made good. Two 
ships arrived with coal from Germany for 
State Dept. (Vice Consul, Liepaja, 1815/ 
8)
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HONE COM.Gu/DS

WEATHER

North. Sea 
(a) Western 
half.

Wind Weather Visibility

Light, Extensive Nog Generally poor 
variable, or very poor, 
mainly from 
South.

(h) Eastern 
half

N. Moderate Nine Mainly Good

HornTs Reef N. moderate Nine with slight Mainly Good 
haze

Channel Light & -̂local fog or Moderate generally 
Variable haze poor in fog.

./.Approaches Light & Local fog or Moderate generally 
Variable haze poor in fog.

No rway W. or. N.W., Nine with Generally Good.
moderate, occasional
po r locally, showers in North.

ST. ABBS

CASUALTIES & D3NECTS

Tug, left Portland 29/5 to take part in 
evacuation of D.E.N. is missing. (D.O.D.) 
(h) 1258/8)

CALAISIEN Nrench tug, was sunk by aircraft 10/5 
in Calais harbour.
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GEllERtJj

Ships in Bristol 
Channel

Loon Positions to 
he reported

Italian Shipping

heported B 2 that Italian -ovt. has 
ordered Italian ships in -uristol 
Channel ports to sail forthwith whether 
in ballast or loaded. Source in close 
touch with Italian shipping considers 
it likely they 'will make for Vigo. 
(S.O.I., London, 1115/3, ^.C.17.3. (F)
1S 0 7/3 to 3• in 3• 'ti • ̂ 1 • 9 
L-arceau)

At 1045/8 Coltcjhd Radio told a number 
of Italian merchant ships to report 
their position at noon. (I.C. 0475/40;

In view of increasingly clear in
dications that Italian ships are re
ceiving instructions to proceed to 
neutral ports, suggest French to warn 
patrol vessels off Spanish and 
Portugese ports. Particular importance 
is attached to FORTULATA due Gib. 10/6 
with cargo of toluol (D.O.D. (P) 0020/3 
to 3.A.L.O. Larceau)
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BOKBIGII STATI GITS

Trench -'ositi• ns 

Italian Oliios

AUSTIL.LIA

U.S. 3

u.s.s. ;uiirc

h a s t  Convoys 
A .. . C ' s

llorth Atlantic

(D.C.0036/8) 1200/9 (D.C. 2215/8)

8 Italian ships including VULCAIHA and 
3 tankers are detained here. Consider 
it most important decision regarding 
them should he communicated to me 
within the next few hours. (h.O.C.N.A., 
1812/8). ..latter is under consideration 
oy II. . Govt and decision will he sent 
as soon as possible. (Hd. of 11., 0053/9)

South Atlantic

To escort S'ith.THSUijll to U.II. and join 
C.S. noth to join Indian convoy 
escorted by UOIuL/ALL to U.K. if delay 
not excessive, Bndeavour to degauss 
AUSTRALIA temporarily before she 
leaves Si ions town. (jj.O.D. (!*) 1315/8 
to C. in C., S.A.)

Movements Bscort 
1814/8, 1810/8)

U.S. cruiser 
Janeiro 12/6.
1349/3)

,3.0. (l) Freetown

iT e:q>ected --io ae 
Hio de Janeiro,

-*s the number of ships between 11 and 
15 xnots in S.L. Convoys has increased 
due to the diversion of ship sing via 
the Cape it has been decided to re- 
commence fast convoys.
You are requested to sail S.L.I? 37 so 
as to rendezvous with S.L. 37 in 
Western Approaches on 8th July, 
my 2017/21. The first of the additional 
--.LI.C'3 will arrive at Freetown 
24th June, the other 3 following at 
3 day intervals. £j.T.D. 1842/8 to C.in 
C.S.A^)

.A convoy of British Troops fro.. India 
for U.K. escorted by C0KLL7ALL expected 
at Capetown about 26 June. If delay 
not excessive AUSTRALIA and STKATKKDKH 
should join this convoy at Capetown. 
(D.O.D. (!»') 1315/8 to C. in C. S.A.)
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_ PIP. IGA STATIONS

I mediterranean Gontd

4

3uiiH;\ary of Italian 
Preparations

f  a-'sza n e / i h  L ' c j

Oil Reserve

I tali rai Ships

Volume of cypher traffic continues to 
increase. P/L by ships at sea 
apparently ceased, routine reports 
being made in cypher. Indications 
from P/L that Aliminin nay be in 
preparation as submarine base. D.P. 
bearing places battleship VITTOhIO 
VENETO at faronto, nothing heard of 
LITTOAIO. Submarine chaser ALLATROS 
exercising off Port Augusta yesterday 
(Priday) A number of oilers have re
ceived orders to e-xpedite their voyage. 
Ho private telegrams will be permitted 
henceforth to or from Italian ships 
except between owners and masters and 
navigational messages. 9 ships, all 
last reported in British ports, were 
ordered to report their position at 
1200/8. (C.U.S. St. AIIGELO, 1659/8)

CALITEA, 4015 tons, from Alexandria 
to Laples with 116 passengers and mail 
bags, sent to Malta under armed guard, 
--aster protested. (CAPLT0Y.I7, 1611/8) 
Gist of protest (P.O.C. 5. C's 1644/8)

-.dmty. 1627/6 Stock position somewhat 
relieved. Consider sufficient oilers 
should be in sight to keep fleet 
supplied and make good possible loss 
of .tanker tonnage. (G. in C. lied. 
2215/8)

Istanbul reports PEIIICI— and CAP CLAP -C 
due a. . 7/6, have not arrived. oAITTw 
-TARIA on voyage to Gonstanza ordered 
on June 7 to roceed to Rhodes with 
all despatch. (3.0.1., i-le;;/andria, 
1901/8) '
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean

Italian Preparations

Destroyer Mscort

Tattle -leet

British SS SAN GORG reports sighting 
7/6 5 Italian destroyers and 5 small 
ships sweeping 090° 1 mile Syracuse 
harbour. Italian Consul's private 
effects and car left Malta in 
ROSSINI 7/6 also 39 adults and some 
children (S.O. (l) Malta 1417/s)

Following received fro: . Naples of 
which there is no confirmation in 
Admiralty. Impending Italian attach 
Gibraltar by ir, land & sea. (Corrupt 
group -? Spain) to be overwhelmed 
instead of talcing cart. German ships 
DUCS3URG, GEIERFELS and LSKEH^USEN 
have steam up pre-oara-toiy to leaving 
Naples. Italian CONTE DI SAVOIA left 
Naples p.; . 5/6 with 6,000 troo s end 
war material destination unknown, 
possibly Libya. (D.K.I., 2213/8)

Italians in Italian ship FELC3 arrived 
Suez today state all Italian ships 
ordered to proceed to Italian ports 
within 40 hours (0. 3.) (S.M.N.O.,
Suez Canal area, 1658/s)

Istanboul report 7/6, Adriatica agent 
received telephone call fro.. Italy. 
Italian ships to complete promptly 
loading cargo for Brindisi, cancel 
•calling elsewhere (A.2) ^

Small Italian craft ordered to R.V. off 
Mytilene (A.4) (S.O.I., Alexandria 
2145/8)

Imperial airways report sighting 0900 
G.--.T. 8/6 one large It lian transport 
escorted by 2 destroyers proceeding 
towards Tobruk, and observed 5 vessels 
in Tobruk Harbour, unable to identify. 
One transport unescorted approaching 
Dema. (S.O.I., Malta, 2100/8)

Reported one VITTORIO class has joined 
up with Fleet. Greek steamers have 
repeatedly seen Italian troops being 
transported to Libya. Appears to be 
unusual traffic between Naples artd 
Brindisi probably carrying troops to 
Brindisi. (N.A., Athens 1435/8j
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BOREIGH STATIOli'S

East Indies

STRA THEDEII

Your 2015/7. lie "persuasion". If 
necessary UmBRl. could "be delayed until 
arrival of person to do the persuading. 
(C. in C., 3.1. 12252/2)

final destination declared as Calcutta 
Ship therefore appears to he subject 
to export control under ^dty 1759/6 
(S.h.h.O. Sues. 1216/3)

I.overrents (0. in C., E.I. 11192/8)
e<*Remail . -ctivities

Banda Shapur

.dh;01h.

In Addis Ababa By 0856/6 17.0.I.C. 
Ailindint, states information received 
from most reliable source. (S.O.(l) 
Colombo 05272/8)

By 1714/7, Para 1. ..inister Teheran in 
his ITo 160 referred to measures of 
control taken by Iranian authorities. 
Two Iranian gunboats are permanently 
on guard at Banda Shapur anchored to 
seav/ard of Berman ship. (S.H.O. Persian 
Gulf 0910Z/3)

Requesting instructions re application 
of this Italian ship for 700 tons 
bunker coal from Bombay. (Customs, 
Bombay 1505/8) Ship has arrived
•*—L-jXIIIc// 0 o» •
Prom U1IST message appears to be taking 
refugees. Ship is neither loading nor 
unloading cargo. (S.O.I., Colombo, 
17052/8)

Italien Movements following is gist of C. in C. East
Indies Tel. Ho 1217/6 addressed --iddle 
Bast Intelligence Centre: Reliably 
reported Italian Destroyer three 
funnels probably VIHCENZO^ORSIHI an
chored between centre peak and Jabal 
Zubair East Helena on 2nd June landed 
party at lighthouse. H. ,.S. HOBART 
reported*sighting; Italian Destroyer 
VTNCENZOAt)RSINI in sane vicinity 3rd 
June. Senior Officer Red Sea Porce re
ported centre peal: light not burning 
3rd June.( .I.C.E., Cairo, 1950/8)
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/

11 ill i an Sh j t  j j nr

— LO 02 to reiiain at I chans until 
Japanese j’orce threatens the town, 
when she is to withdraw to Chungking, 
hanger of being mined in should not be 
overlooked. H.L.O. inform Butterfield 
.uid SwiC&'s and Jardines accordingly 
and that this is necessa.ru because 
she rs only gunboat in Chinese con
trolled 
8)

waters. (C. in C., China, 0411Z/

haid on Ichaiig today by 3 light bombers 
at 0810/8. Damage to shore property. 
S.k.O., Upper River, 1157G/8)

Situation Ichang critical. Japanese 
have broken through between Tangyang 
and Udgshik. Garrison Com .under 
advised evacuation of British subjects 
p.m. Sunday to steamships SHASI,
SIA2TGTA1J and .̂Î jrciVO. If Chinese 
decide to destroy city, Garrison 
Com under will endeavour to protect 
British property. River reported to 
be boomed above Shasi. (S.K.O., Upper 
River. 2517G/8)

Disposition of Italian ship ing (C.0.1.S'. 
Jar Bust., 05113/s)

Australia

Italian Ships List and destinations (D.R.I., 
helbourne, 1048Z8)

8 9
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It alian 3h.jp

Suspicious Vessel

138
8.6.1940.
Saturday.

Z0REIG1 STATIONS

p m erica  & West I n d ie s

asking whether it will corue to Trinidad 
If not he wishes to change his dis
positions slightly (C. in C., A.H/.I. 
1001/3)

Until 13/6 in event of Italy entering 
war. (C. in C., A.W. I. 1151/8)

13LLA has "been detained in _^nta Arenas, 
Costa hica under orders of Italian 
Govt. (Port Lii on, C.R., 1106/8)

At 1300/8, passenger ship o t 7000 tone 
came into George Town Harbour from 
south side Island, nationality unknown, 
no flag, no markings, 2 funnels,(markings 
no gun visible. Ship did not stop but 
proceeded in westerly direction. (Grand 
C aynan, 195 0/8)
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- -  .BDL / .  5 -Ii 
Sunk
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SHIP I KB C0U.J3RCE

Lined 1130/8 141° la miles South Knock 
Buoy. Had heconie separated from B.S.189 
Convoy. Ship degaussed. I.Cine 
prohahly magnetic. Survivors talcen off 
by Harwich trawlers. Ship sank in 
approx. 51.39’30"IT 1.40*30"E (IT. lore- 
land hadio, 1135/8 C. in C.? Lore, 2141/ 
8, 2358/8, E.O.I.C. Harwich 1807/8)

British, 3857 tons, mined while out of 
t£e swept channel near 1T.E. Spit Buoy, 
Thames Approaches, at 8235/8. 2 of her
crew missing, 3 others injured. Vessel 
beached. (IT. foreland 1205/9, C. in 0., 
Hore, 2333/9) Was not degaussed or 
wiped, and not in convoy.

0840

0250/2

C3CG

1408

Submarines Reported

55.52’ll 2.40’E off Elamboro Head, by 
aircraft, course 040° A.l. (i.C. 0475/40 
Bonibristle 1315/8)

Submarine nationality unknown stopped 
CITY Of LATEREORD 60 miles L.W. of'C. 
finisterre and allowed her to proceed 
after questioning. (f.O.C.IT.A. 1231/8)

54.8’ll 4.48’V/ (off Isle of Ban) by
H.ti.hkuUr drifter QCEB. 1W . 3.5. (i .j .  ̂ 3)

BE1LC8LEY ord red to attack (C. in C.
W.A. 0814/8)

D.f. Unreliable fix, unknown enemy 
unit, probably U/3 48.IT. , 10.20’W 
(D.D.I.C. 1527/3)

Estimated U/B dispositions. Situation 
obscure, possibilities are:
1 in Bay of Biscay.
1 off 1T.Y/. Ireland homewards.
1 off Ireland 0543/7 possibly patrolling 
in that area.
1 Forth of Shetlands homewards.
1 off Horwegian Coast IT. of 61° IT. 
Possibly 1 m  English Channel.
(D.D.I.C. 1230/3)

Submarines attacked

1408 Contact attacked by A/S yacht EVADES at 
53.45’IT 4.40’W. (352° Skerries 1 9 ’)
(i.C. 0476) (E.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1608/8)1
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Sinking of
GLORIOUS,
ACASTA,
ARDENT,
ORAMA,
OIL PIONEER.

I c e la n d

SITUATION REPORT

9.6.1+0. 
Sunday.

At 0900/9 the hospital ship ATLANTIS, returning 
from Narvik, reported by V.S. to VALIANT, 
proceeding North about 80 miles N.E. of Faroes, 
that she had seen an enemy battleship, with 2 
destroyers and seaplanes, attack a 2 funnelled 
transport at 0900/8. The transport/believed to be 
the ORAHA, returning independently from Narvik 
without troops or cargo was still afloat when last 
seen by ATLANTIS.

At 1715/8 DEVONSHIRE picked up a report from 
GLORIOUS of 2 pocket battleships at 1615 and 161+0. 
Owing to various circumstances C.S.1 believed the 
report to have been an error. DEVONSHIRE estimates 
that she was about 130 miles from the GLORIOUS 
at the time.

A German broadcast at 1500/9 claimed that the
battleships SCHARNHORST and GNEISEITAU sank GLORIOUS 
OIL PIONEER, 0RA11A, one destroyer and one 
submarine chaser on 3/6. No V//T communication has 
been possible with GLORIOUS, ARDENT, ACASTA or 
0RA1IA.
VALIANT was ordered to proceed to the westv/ard 
with a large convoy of troops transports and 
destroyers returning from Narvik. VALIANT was 
bombed during the afternoon and evening.
^REPULSE, NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX are to join this 
group, also ARK ROYAL and her screen of destroyers, 
which have been operating off Narvik. RODNEY, 
RENOWN and destroyers left Scapa pm/9 northwards to 
cover all the Narvik convoys. Two submarines are 
disposed to intercept the German battleships, 
should they make for Heligoland.

D/F fixes showed enemy units to the north of the 
German Declared Area during the afternoon, and 
W/T traffic indicated some connection between 
these ships and the forces to the northward.

Extensive air reconnaissance over the entire N orth  
Sea at dusk 9/6 did not reveal any sign o f  the 
enemy. As a precautionary measure, all ships 
on the East coast were ordered to keep steam fo r  
f u l l  speed at 2200/9*

NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX w ere o rd ered  a t  0 0 5 5 / 9  to  
e s t a b l i s h  a p a t r o l  to  th e  w e s t  o f  I c e la n d  i n  c a s e  
th e  two s h ip s  s ig h t e d  o f f  I c e la n d  am/7 by th e  
l ig h t h o u s e  k e e p e r  a t  V estm an n aryjar - an i s la n d  
o f f  th e  so u th erm o st p o in t  o f  I c e la n d  - p a s s in g  
w estw ard , may be c o n v e y in g  tr o o p s  t o  Icela n d ..
At 101+2, how ever, on r e c e ip t  o f  th e  news t h a t  
2 German b a t t l e s h i p s  w ere out, th e y  w ere ord ered  
w ith  REPULSE and ARK 'ROYAL to  j o in  VALIA'7T in  
e s c o r t in g  th e  N arvik  convoy.
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French Coast 

Troop Convoys

War Diary

DORSETSHIRE

A ir .

Italian
Situation

SITUATION REPORT

9. 6.1+0.
Sunday.

Rouen v/as evacuated today hy shipping and the 
petrol tanks were fired. Operation Cycle is in 
abeyance for the time being (see Operations volume)

There are the following troop convoys en route 
(0715/9).
3rd Australian T.C. is between Freetown and Dakar, 
escorted by CUMBERLAND and SHROPSHIRE.

Convoy with troops from Bombay is between 3ombay 
and Seychelles, escorted by KENT. Convoy with 
troops from Colombo is off Mombasa, escorted by 
COLOMBO.

Convoy of native troops from West Africa is 
■proceeding towards the Cape, enjroute for Mombasa, 
escorted by CORNWALL. Narvik Convoy group 1 
escorted by VINDICTIVE and 5 destroyers is west of 
Hebrides en route for Clyde.

Narvik Convoy Group 2 escorted by COVENTRY and 6 
destroyers is 600 miles E.N.E. of Scapa, en route 
for Scapa.
Narvik Store Convoy escorted by 3 destroyers is 
700 miles N. N.E. of Scapa.

Sailed pm. from Plymouth to Grand Canary.

During the night 8/9 there was some evidence of 
Norwegian transport activity and of some offensive 
activity against an unknown objective off the 
Norwegian coast. This latter activity was controlled 
by Trondheim. Mine-laying is believed to have taken 
-olace off the North Foreland, in the Downs off 
Dungeness, off Beany Head and possibly west of the 
Isle of Wight. Dieppe, Le Havre, and Cherbourg 
are believed to have been bombed. Naval aircraft 
were active in the Northern North Sea from an 
early hour this morning until shortly before noon, 
a number of urgent message being passed. (H.Q.C.C.
1730/9)•

Count Ciano has informed N.A. Rome that "the die 
is cast", and the French are believed to be 
leaving Rome on Tuesday or Wednesday next.

It is reported that German Admiral Marshall 
has been appointed to Mediterranean and S. Atlantic 
sectors and"is trying to force an offensive policy 
on Italian Navy, especially on their submarines. 
(S.oflV Alexandria 1251/9 to Adty.)
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Bridlington.

Liverpool Area

Immobilisation
•rprts

3horeham

18 C.3.

Submarines

EMERALD

Scapa

GLORIOUS
VALIANT

EMERALD WINGS

HOME COMMANDS

Defence of U. K.

Request you views as regards effect on 
trade if Bridlington Harbour is blocked 
by a suitable ship. (D. of L.D. to 
F.O.I.C. Hull, 1348/9)

Effect will be small. 12 fishing 
vessels work f^orn the port. 1 or 2 
coasting vessels call weekljr. (F. 0. 
Humber 1740/10)

Report re Holyhead, Preston, Fleetwood 
and Whitehaven. (P.O.I.C. Liverpool 
1436/9)

Ref P.O.I.C. Liverpool 1436/8 pro
posals are concurred in. Request 
notices to marineTs may be issued. (C. in 
C. , 17. A. 1048/9)

of Your 0031/7 confirmed (C. in , Home
Forces, London, no T. 0.0. Reed. 1220/9)

Port scheme ready (C. in C. , Ports
mouth 0013/9)

Movements

Your 1358/9 approved for 18 C.3. to 
proceed Rosyth for a few days as pro
posed. (D.C. , 1625/9 to C. in C. , Nore) 
Admty. 1625. Intend proceeding with 
MANCHESTER SHEFFIELD and BIRMINGHAm 
at 0430/10, expected arrival Rosyth 
1530/10 (F.O. 18C.3., 1941/9)

Positions at 0600/10 (V.A.3. , 1926/9, 
D.C. 2156/9, 0122/10)

Route fo]r*"Iceland to Clyde (N.O.I.C. 
Greenock, 1719/9)

P.O.C.B.C.3., in RENOWN with ZULU and 
KELVIN arrived Scapa (P.O.C.O.S. 0515/9)

VALIANT'S 0901/9. If you have enough 
fuel, join VALIANT, otherwise proceed 
to Scapa. VALIANT estimated to be 
steering 028o from position 63. 18'N. ,
3.49'V/. at 0900/9 speed 21 knots. (C. 
in C. , H.P. to GLORIOUS, 1033/9)

Has been allocated to Scapa as Block- 
ship. She should be routed west about 
and escorted if possible. (D. of L.D. 
1551/9 to C. in C. Portsmouth)
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HOMS COMMANDS

Operations-North Sea

NEWCASTLE take SUSSEX under orders 
and proceed with moderate despatch to 
53.00’N. , 13.00'N. , 13.00*7/. Ships 
then to patrol 30 miles either side of 
that position on a line 70o 250o. If 
not in company now ships to R. V. as 
ordered by NEWCASTLE. Object of 
patrol interception of 2 merchant 
ships sighted off Iceland which may 
be conveying enemy troops to Eire.
You will also be in a position to 
proceed to any position on West ^oast 
of Eire if news of a landing is re
ceived. (C. in C. , H. P. , 0055/9)

My position, course and speed are 
63.47'N. , 11.33’W. 183° 15 knots at 
0400. Orders to SUSSEX (NEWCASTLE, 
0412/9)

NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX to proceed to
wards 66. N. , l.W. . then steer 034o.
(C. in C., 1042/9)

Enemy battle cruisers may be passing 
your vicinity proceeding S.E. at 
any time now. (V. A. (3) to TETRARCH, 
1512/9)

reconnaissance to give warning of 
approach of enemy force. If located 
attack with torpedo aircraft. (C. in 
C. , H.P. 1054/9, to R. A. (A))

VALIANT'S 0901/9. Presume you are 
putting up all round air reconnais
sance/ SOUTHAMPTON will then obtain 
touch, SOUTHAMPTON meanwhile re
maining with convoy. Position, 
course and speed, 69.04'N. , 04. 27'E. 
210° 13 knots (F.O., Narvik to R.A. 
(A) 1102/9)

despatch to natrol off northern end o 
Pro Havet. (R.A. (S) to CLYDE, 1126/9

Position, course and speed at 1130 
(REPULSE 1135/9)

VALIANT 
R.A. '(a )

VALIANT'S 0901/9. Join Groui 
(Narvik Convoys) Maintain wide

CLYDE C. in C. H.P’s 1031/9. Proceed with
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HOMS COMMANDS

Operation C.P.
My 1152/8. Operation C.P. Dieppe is 
to be blocked 10/6. Sail forces 
accordingly. Latest information 
available will be signalled by 2400/9 
(V.C.N.S. /9) Situation obscure
Expect further signal (D.D. O.D. (H) 
2210/9) As Germans may be in Dieppe 
by time you arrive you must expect 
some light opposition. (Adty. 2355/9 to 
VEGA) My M.T.B's have not made con
tact and may be at Dieppe. Hope make 
Dieppe at earliest daylight. Request 
fighter escort visibility poor 
position doubtful. (VEGA 0045/10)

Operations-French ^oast

Le Havre closed. All communications 
with Paris cut. (Press report 1655/9)

Please keep me fully informed direct 
of the situation at Havre. (C. in C. , 
■Portsmouth 1943/9 to War Office)
Ref. your 2/A 1326/1 of today.^ ^aval 
Liaison party not arrived at Cherbourg 
by 1500 today. Cannot communicate 
Havre and suggest you cable direct. 
Transport above party standing by at 
Cherbourg as ordered. (L. of C. , to 
Broadness 6, 1850/9)

dropping. Believed no serious damage. 
7/harves, quays, and rail intact. Port 
open to treated ships. (B.N.L.O. 
“■arceau 1557/9)

Sea Transport Officer left 1800/8 on 
Military order, having arranged 
sailing of merchant shipping 23 ships. 
Proceeding Cherbourg to await orders. 
(N.C.S.O. Rouen, 1615/9, 1655/9)

Le Havre Commercial Cable Company’s Office at

Cherbourg Bombing raids at intervals between 
1040/8 and 0230/9 also probable mine

Rouen Evacuated Rouen evacuated and petrol tanks fired.
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RESTIGDUCKE ) 
BROKE )
ST. LAURENT ) 
WELLINGTON j 
CODRINGflON )

BULLDOG N 
BOADICE^' 
CALCUTTA

9. 6.1940. 
Sunday

HOME COMMANDS

Operation-Cycle w )

Put into operation forthwith. Ships 
in first instance to Havre. Embarkation 
will start tonight. Troops evacuated 
will probably proceed to another 
French Port instead of England. 
Important to embark as much material as 
possible (A.C.N.S. (H) 1320/9 to C. in 
C., Portsmouth)

Proceed with despatch to R/V with 
SALADIN at 270o Cape De La Heve 7'
(C. in C. , Portsmouth 1505/9)

CODRINGTON to embark^ Beach Parties and 
French Officers at Spithead before pro
ceeding R/V (C. in C. Portsmouth 1556/9) 
Sailed 1328/ (C. in C. W.A. 1617/9)

R/V with SALADIN 7 ’ W of Cape De La 
Heve (C. in C. Portsmouth 1533/9)

CALCUTTA delayed by Minefield off 
Harwich C. in C. Nore 1737/9 to C. in C 
Portsmouth) To be sailed for Havre at 
Daylight 10th (C. in C. Nore 1855/9)

Owing to French evacuation tonight no 
British ships to enter Havre. Troop 
carriers to return to Spithead, other 
ships to Newhaven and Poole. Destroyers 
remain with you. All ships keep steam 
at immediate notice. (C. in C. , Ports
mouth to SALADIN 2154/9)

Small craft flotilla to remain near or 
inside Havre (C. in C. , Portsmouth 
2204/9 to tug RESOLVE)

LAIRDS ISLE carrying Beach Parties to 
enter Havre as soon as possible. (C. in 
C., Portsmouth to SALADIN 2210/9)

Seven Dutch Coasters now at Surrey 
Commercial Docks, London to be com
missioned and sailed for Newhaven 
forthwith (D.O.D. (H) 2238/8)
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Operation Cycle- Contd.

Twelve Dutch Coasters now at Poole 
to be commisioned forthwith. (D.O.D. 
(H) 2239/8)

Do not arrive at Havre before 0400/10 
(D.O.D.H. 2250/9 to SALADIN and 
ships)

Situation 1030/9 apparently as 
follows. 51st Divn. holding line 
Dieppe/Neufchatel, thence 3.W. to 
westward of Rouen Docks. Local 
French garrison on line Fecamp/Lillt- 
bonne. German advanced armoured 
forces near Rouen. French Admiral 
commanding ashore has ordered 51st 
Division to fall back to Havre for 
evacuation. Estimated total numbers 
for evacuation at Havre are:-

British 51st Division 23,000
British Local Garrison 5,000
French Troops 5,000
Military Labour Gamps 20,000

Plus unknown number from French Army. 
Naval Liaison Party on their way 
North.

Their V/T, like mine, can receive but 
cannot transmit. (Telephone from 
S.N.O. Havre 9/6)



HOME COMMANDS

Operation Cycle

Intend to use HAMPTON for operation 
Cycle (C. in C. , Portsmouth, 1203/9)

CALCUTTA, BULLDOG, 30ADICEA from 
No re, CODRINGTON ar.d BROKE from W.A. , 
and AMBUSCADE, HARVESTER, PERNIS and 
GARDENIA from Portland as well as 
Destroyers and Sloops at Portsmouth to 
be placed at disposal of C. in C. , 
Portsmouth for this operation. (D.D.D. 

V (K) to C. in C. Portsmouth 9/6)

though Havre better for heavy supplies. 
Germans in Treport. Left flank 
British Division at Criel retreating 
slowly to Dieppe. Havre and Cher
bourg quite free for traffic (B.N.L.O. 
Paris to Admty. 1320/9)

The following signals re operation 
Cycle will be found in ©peratiora 
Vo lurne .* -

A.C.N.S. (H) 1320/9

C. in C. Portsmouth 2204/9, 2154/9, etc.

D. O.D. (H) 2238/9, 2239/9.

Tpdephone from S.N.O. , Havre, 9/6.

Operations- Narvik Area

Join Hebrew convoy to Clyde if they 
arrive at Scapa in time. Trawlers 
and British ships other than troopships 
on passage from Narvik are to proceed 
to Hcapa to await orders. Norwegian 
ships on passage from Tromso are to 
proceed to Kirkwall for orders.
ATLANTIS to proceed Liverpool. (D.O.D. 
(H) 2212/9)

War Diary
9.6.1940
Sunday

Dieppe
Havre
Cherbourg

Dieppe is clear. Barge sunk near 
entrance and possible magnetic mines 
outside, but ammunition afctfell 
supplies can be landed at Dieppe

Convoys Admty. 1834/7 and F.O.C.S 
French ships PREHAC and a to
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Operations - Evacuation of Norway.

Sinkiry-- of 
GLORIOUS.

PUL ,1CH. *fe, jW  
^So) '4

i.xx n u l f .

VALIANT.

ORAMA is proceeding empty and unescorted to 
U.K. (C. in C. H.F. 0956/9).

VALIANT'S 0901/9* Following was read, 
reception very doubtful on 37GC/C.I.3. at 
1720/8. Begins V.A.(A) from GLORIOUS.
My 1615 2 P3. T.O.O. 1640 ends. GLORIOUS 
1615 not received (C.3.1 1031/9).

VALIANT'S 0901/9* Fresj&Sre you are putting 
up all round air reconnaissance. (F.C.
Narvik 1102/9 to R.A.A.)

Group 1 reported 270 Butt of Lewis 12 steering 
090 at 06ll. (0. in 0. Rosvth 0928/9 to
C. in G. H.F.)

Position, course, and speed of Group 2 at l800 
is 67° 40' N. 1° 40' 3. 270° 13 knots. Altering 
course at 2200 for 63° N.8° W. thence to 
...inchea passing West of Faroes. ARROW escorting 
Store convoy to take command at 65° N. 10° 
thence to destination. (F.O.I.C. Narvik 
1805/9 to ARROW).

Enemy Air Activity.
British (4102 tons) burning, oeached, and 
abandoned at the Mouth of the Seine. (D.o.284)

Greek (6694 tons) attacked in Channel.
o

Bombed 650 2 3 ' N. 2 39' S. (VALIA
1530/9).
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Convoys, Contd.

DEVONSHIRE

Reconnaissance

VETERAN

BEN RO^IL
STRATHfDERRY
NEWHAVEN

P a i r Isle Raid

HOME COMMANDS

Operations-Narvik

Position course and speed of Croup 2 at 1800 
67.40'N. , 0140'E. , 270° 13 knots. ARROW, 
escorting store convoy to take command 65.
N 10.W. , thence to destination, passing W. 
of Faroes. (P.0., Narvik, 1805/9)

My 0623/9 (Destroyer to act as screen to 
D .VONSHIRE) Destroyer escort will not be 
available. (G. in C. , H.P. , 1117/9)

AIR

British Air Activity

Interpretation of photographs obtained 8/6 
Den Helder naval base, no change, no 
German naval units. Demok seaplane base no 
change, same seaplane at same moorings. 
Harrlingen no activity. (D.D. I.C. , 0052/9)

1 aircraft 206 Sq.dn. to reconnoitre Horns 
Reef and Borkum. (A.C.H.Q. , Chatham 1220/9)

Enemy Air Activity

Bombed 66.20’N 2.40’E (VETERAN 0735/9)

Bombed and machine gunned by large seaplane 
1030/8 at 64. 30’N 2.45'W. (N.O.I.C. Faroes 
2045/9 to P.O.C.O.S. )

Failure of ground defences to come into 
operation in time against enemy aircraft on 
7/6 may be partly due to fact that lately 
friendly aircraft observed flying low over thJ 
island. Sggested regulations in regard to 
approaching merchant ships should apply to 
Fair Isle. (A.C.C.S. 1125/9)

Ref. A.C.O.S. 1125/9, consider association 
of rules for avoiding merchant ships with 
rules for avoiding prohibited areas would 
cause confusion. Fair Isle lies in a 
prohibited area, and 11 Command will be 
asked to remind pilots they must avoid it.
(Air Ministry 0800/10)
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Mining

Ouistreham Magnetic mines reported found this morning in
approaches to Ouistreham (Caen, 1120/9, to 
Transports, London).

Eire H.Q. Ulster Constabulary received information
(B.O.) that after departure of U.S. relief ship 
11/6 or 12/6 enemy will attempt minelaying 
round Irish Coast. (N. O.I.C. Belfast, 1110/9).

0  Shilling

T. C. 5. Instructions for (DUCHESS OF ATHOLL, DUCHESS OF
BEDFORD, SAMARIA, REVENGE) (D.O.D.(f ) 0031/9).

E. 3oat
Threat

Threat from E-boat attack on shipping off 
southern part of East coast and in Eastern 
English Channel considered to outweigh that 
from air and to necessitate alteration to 
existing convoy time tables on the basis that 
shipping should sail from the Thames as early as 
possible and arrive in the Thames as late as 
possible each day, thus permitting daylight 
passage of those portions of the' coast nearest 
enemy bases. Arrangements for this. (D.T.D. 
1 6 2 6 / 9 ) .

Enemy Intelligence

German Force reported to be at sea off 
Norwegian Coast) Our Main Fleet endeavouring 
to intercept. (D.C. 2025/9 to B.1T.L.0. Marceau).

Unknown enemy unit, D. F., at 1616/9, bearing 
Scarborough 018/1 (D.D. I.C. 1656/9).

Unknown enemy unit, D.F. , at 1711/9, position 
52:20 N. , 0l*:00 E. , unreliable fix (D.D. I.C. 
1 7 W 9 ) .
Unknown enemy unit, D.F. , at 201*0/9, position 
57:55N. 7:20 E., reliable fix. (D.D.I.C. 2116/9)

Unknown enemy unit, D. F., at 153U/9, position 
56:1*0 N. , 5:30 E. , unreliable fix. (D.D. I.C. 
1632/9).
Unknown enemy unit, D.F. at 1825/9, bearings 
Cu-oar 01*0/2, Scarborough 021/1. (D.D.I.C. , 
19U1/9). Unknown
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North Sea
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Enemy Intelligence (Contd.)

Unknown enemy unit, D. P. , at 1 9 0 4 / 9 ,  hearings 
from Scarborough. Cooling Marches, Flowerdown 
and Land’s End. ( d . D . I . C .  1 9 5 1 / 9 ) -

Unknown enemy u n i t ,  D. F. , at 2 2 4 5 / 9 , hearings 
Scarborough 0 5 4 / 1 ,  Cupar 0 8 5 / 3 -  (D.D.I.C. 2 3 5 0 / 9 ) -

D/F f i x e s  showed enemy u n i t s  to  t h e  n o r t h  o f  
t h e  German D e c l a r e d  A re a  a f t e r n o o n  9 / 6  a n d  W/T 
t r a f f i c  i n d i c a t e d  some c o n n e c t i o n  b e tw e e n  t h e s e  
s h i p s  and t h e  f o r c e s  t o  t h e  n o r th w a r d  ( I .  C. 01+ 77/40)

Miscellaneous

Naval Attache's Office in Paris being closed 
p.m . today, Sunday. (B . N.L.O. Marceau, 1 3 1 9 / 9 ) -

My 11+02/4- S. 8. . WASHINGTON will probably leave 
Lisbon 10/6 arriving Galway 12/6 (Hd. of M., 
1624/9) to C. in C . , W. A.).

WEATHER

Wind

Variable,
light.

Variable,
light.

South, light 
or moderate.

Northerly,
light.

Visibility

Moderate with 
fog patches in 
II. and W. , 
good in E.

Good, local 
coastal mist.

Good.

Good, coastal 
haze.

Outlook

Visibility 
deteriorating 
in E.

Wind becoming 
southerly in W.

Wind freshening 
slowly. 
Visibility 
deteriorating.

Wind becoming 
variable.

Variable,
light.

Variable,
light.

for North)

Moderate, 
coastal haze.

Mainly good, 
coastal haze.

Similar.

Visibility,
deteriorating.
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

Home Commands

MARGARET  ̂ Scuttled after leaving Harstad for Scapa in tow
(Patrol Trawler) of STRATbpERKY ov/ing to bad weather. Crew

transferred to STRATIjDERRY. (IT. 0.1.C. Faroes 
2024-5/9 to F. O.C.O.S.)

America & West Indies

P

LACONIA

OREGON 
CLAN SKENE 
CITY OF ATHENS

Aground in Halifax Harbour. H.M.S. AUSONIA 
sailing about 1900 today to escort HX 2+9 
(F.O.C. 3 B.S. , 124-03/9).
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French
Positions

Durban D. F.
Station

OREGON

CLAN SKENE 
CITY OF ATHENS

Positions

UMBRIA

Italian
Radio

VERBANIA

Possible
Minelayers

9.6.1jO.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS
■ ■ ■ -

North Atlantic

■

Convoys & Patrols 1200/10 (D.C. 2351/9)

5
N&a*th Atlantic

Concur in D.K.I. 1238/1 (C. in C. , S.A. , 1220/9)

Danish ship due Cape Town U/6 not arrived. 
(S.O^f), Cape Town, 1118/9)*

Due Durban 7/6 not arrived ) ( S . o l j C a p e
Due Cape Town ap_ ro-x 6/6 not arrived) Town, 1108/9)

Mediterranean

British Warships at sea (D.C. 07U5/9 to B. IT. L.O. 
Marceau).

Italian. Your 1725/9* Action has been taken 
as suggested. (D.O.D.(F) to C. in C*, Med.)

Italian administration notify following. Radio 
telegram service with Italian ships suspended. 
Radio telegrams exchanged between commanders 
of said ships and Italian authorities and owners 
or their agencies only admitted. (Berne 
Communication Centre, 1200/9)*

Italian, being held at Port Said with 2500 tons 
of cement on board and some munitions.
Consider she should not transit the Canal 
unless cement unloaded and reloaded at Suez.
(C. inC., Med., 1735/9) * ^  * **

Italian ships which may be used for minelaying. 
C.1 report from Genoa states REX loading for 
company June 8 and will proceed Trieste.
(N.A., Rome, 1926/9).
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OOLITE VERDE

Motor Transport

PLEIADI

Italian
Cruisers

German Aircraft 
for Italy

A/S Sweep

Germans in 
Italy

Route
Instructions

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean (Contd.)

Italian, due to leave Shanghai today for 
Europe, ordered to remain indefinitely (Reuter).

Cairo report that for 2 months all Italian 
ships homeward through Suez Canal from Massawa 
have carried many motor lorries, originally 
shipped to East Africa for Abjrssinia campaign 
(Press).

Italian minelaying destroyer, sighted by 
DAINTY 36:2+5 I't. , 12:2+3 E . at 17U5 (X.1-2) 8/6.

Position of 8 in. cruisers June 7 believed (A.2) 
to be one at Snez/ia, 3 at Messina, 3 at Taranto. 
(D.N.I. 1732/9%

Following received from French Ambassador at 
Berne:- Reported on June 7th that some 60 
German bombers had been flown from Germany to 
Italy via Switzerland during the previous 2L+8 hours' 
and that the Swiss authorities gave strict 
instructions that they were not to be fired on. 
(D.N.I. 1731/9).

Adty. 1621/8. Am arranging an A/S sweep to 
westward of Alexandria by destroyers tomorrow 
10/6 in case Italian submarines are on the move 
out of ±hJ£XE their declared area. Force will have 
orders to attack submarines located unless they 
are escorted by a surface vessel. (C. in C.,
Ivied. , 1 209/9) •

Training of Italian submarines crews supervision 
of armaments of Italian Cruisers of Regolo Class 
and further repairs being carried out on 
Italian Battleship LITTORIO which failed to 
attain expected speed 30 knots, being carried 
out by German Officers. (S.O.I. Alexandria, 
1251/9). Your 1250/9, 1251/9 request source 
(D.N.I. 1088/10).

Asking if neutral vessels on charter to British 
Govt.^should be routed by N.C.S.O.’ s (C. in C., 
Med. 1917/9). Advice may be given in accordance 
with Adty. 1616/26/10/39 (D.T.D., 1708/10).
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FOREIGN STATIONS

9.6.240.
Sunday.

East Indies

W/T Re daily wireless communication between
Communications Mauritius and Solomon Is. and Diego Garcia in

Castille Archipelago. 1T.I.D. 01038/1940 dated 
12/4/40 refers. (C. in C. , E.I. 1427/9).

China

Japanese S.N. 0. Upper River’s 1157G, 8/6. Letter to
Incidents Japanese naval authorities drawing attention

to bomb incident. Suggestions for avoiding 
future incidents, all British ships to have 
distinctly painted Union Jack on Upper deck, etc 
(B.N.L.O. , Shanghai, 0809Z/9)-

Ichang. Situation (S.N.0. , Upper River, 2002G/9).

Australia

Italian Ships

Manning of 
German Ships

Names and destinations. (D. N. I. , Melbourne, 
0654Z/9)•

My 1822/6. ̂ Norwegian Of icers and crews 
available for manning 6 captured German ships. 
(C. in C. , A.W.I. 1012/9).

Cancel my 1445/29/5- (S.O.I., Kingston, 1055/9)

Danish Ships Adty. 1924/8, (Valparaiso is in ignorance of
Adty. message re seizure of Danish Ships in 
prize). Gist of message quoted was sent 
Panama, Colon, Curacao and naval authorities 
only. Message now being fully distributed.
(C. in C. , A.W.I. , 1104/9).

K.L.M. Service Concur views of Governor, Trinidad, in his
--------------- telegra : 389 to Sec. of State. Consider K.L.M.

Service is at present potential source of 
danger. (C. in C. , A.W.I. 2151/9).

Movements My 0050/5. Report whether EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA,
“  ' and EMERALD have yet sailed. Despatch is

necessary. (D.O.D.(F) to R.A. 3 B.S., 2057/9).
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FOREIGN STATIONS

America & West Indies (Contd.)

SUMATRA Adty. 1732/7* Request Dutch SUMATRA he sailed
for Bermuda as early as possible. (C. in C.,
A.W.I. , to Cant. H.M.D.Y. , Halifax, 0912/9).

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPPING

Pour German ships which had taken refuge in 
Naples sailed during the night of June 8/9* 
Their destinations are unknown hut Adriatic 
ports seem the most prohahle.

ITALIAN SHIPPING

POLINICE 1373 tons, Varna to Venice with 1700 tons of
maize, has been ordered to Malta under armed guard 
(FIONA 0130/9).

REX Left Genoa 6/6 destination believed to be Venice. 
(D.N.I. , 1732/9).

P0SEID0NE Intercepted and released 36:23 N., 22:14-2 E. , in
ballast from Bari to Burgas and Constanza to load 
crude oil. (CAPETOWN, 114-51/9).

BRONTE Intercepted messages to Basra Radio (S.N.0. 
Persian Gulf, 0735/9).

ERTJNIA) 
f\ - (jfiLJ jA)
SAV0IA %

Left Colombo 5/6 and 6/6 due Aden 17/6 and 
15/6. If they appear off Karma go* before you- 
leave, similar action to be taken as for ANF0RA. 
(C. in C., E.I. to CATHAY 0557/9).

CALITEA CAPETOWN1s 1611/8. Request approval for CALITEA
to evacuate Italians who desire to leave Malta. 
(F.O.I.C. , Malta 11+05/9). Approved, but ship 
not to be released before approval from M.E.W.
(C. in C., Med., 1733/9).
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ITALIAN SHIPPING

VERBANIA My 1202/7- VERBANIA arrived Port Said 1000/9,
cement etc., for Massawa. Intended that
she should transit Canal tomorrow during daylight
hours with armed guard and escorted by tug.
(S.B.N.0. Suez Canal Area, 1116/9) (see also 
Mediterranean) .fo isl)

RODI With 150 Italians, including some officers, and
157 Poles boarded and sent to Malta under armed 
guard in position 36:23 IT. , 22:1+5 E. , from 
Alexandria to Brindisi. Being held.
(CAPETOWN, 1kOk/9).

PENELOPE
CARBONIA

CONTE GRAITDI 
CONTE 3IANCAMAN0

Dubrovnik, ordered to sail nearest Italian port. 
(Belgrade report to News Chronicle).

Reported at Santos. (Press). 
" " " 7 > 1 fa -1 n ’»

VIGOR ) 
GEN0AN0)

PEDE

e a c i l ) ANTEO 

STELVTO

ALABAMA

DORA

ADIGE

SAN MAR40) 
I0ASS0 ) 
CAPACITAS)

REMO

MONTE PIANA 

PORTUNATA

Refuging at Puerto Mexico

At Tampico 

Expected at 1
tt it

Due Acauulco 

In Mexican w
it it 11 11

Sent into Malta under armed guard 9/6 (FIONA 
01+12/9)
All in Medit. ordered by P/L, two at 2015/8 and 
one at 0950/9 from Italian Coal Monopoly; 
"Failing to reach your port of destination 
before afternoon 10/6 you will proceed to port 
nearest you and await our instructions".
(D.N.I. 1830/9).
(Genoa to Brisbane) was instructed on 8/6 to 
discharge all passengers and cargo at Premantle, 
W. A. , and proceed to Batavia for full cargo of 
sugar. (I.C.- 01+77/1+0).

Intercepted and brought into Aden by armed guard 
(C.C.S. Aden, 0635Z/9).

My 0020/8. Instructed by W/T to coal in a 
Spanish port ( D. O.D.(P) 1227/9 to B. n.L.O. 
Marceau).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked

EMPIRE 
COMMERCE 
sunk 8/6

My 114-53- EMPIRE COMMERCE was mined four cables 
W. of N.E. Spit Buoy. Ship beached 19 cables 
261 degrees from N.E. Spit Buoy. Sweepers 
exploded red mine 3 cables IT. W. of IT. E. Spit 
Buoy. N.E. Spit Buoy is reported to be 111 
degrees 7*2 cables from its charted position.
(C. in C. , ITone, 2333/9* as amended by 151+5/10).

Submarines Reported

t  1110

1700  

1711 

17U9

2216

D.P. , unreliable fix, 59:00 IT., 1:30 E. 1 
(H.Q. , C.C. , 1730/9).

By French aircraft 38:0 IT., 3:35 E. (about 
72 miles S. of Majorca) (F.O.C. N.A. 1722/10).

D. F. unknown enemy unit, 52:20 IT. , 0l+:00 E. , 
unreliable fix. (D.D. I.C. 17U//9)*

D.F., unknown enemy unit, probably U-boat, 
57:UO IT., 03:00 E. , unreliable fix. (D.D. I.C. 
1 8 W 9 ) .
D. F. , unknown enemy unit, probabljr U-boat, 
bearing Scarborough 335/2, Land’s End, OOC5/3 
Sumburgh 279/3- (D.D.I.C. 2253/9, 2350/9).

Estimated U-boat dispositions:-
Situation still obscure. Possibilities are:-
1 in about 1+8:00 IT., 10:20 W . at 11+08/8

homeward bound either northabout or through 
Channel.

Possibly 1 patrolling IT. of Ireland.
1 W. Hebrides homeward bound.
1 in middle of Nor th Sea homev/ard bound. 
Possibly 1 homeward bound from Norwegian Coast. 
(D.D.I.C. 1201/9).

Submarines Attacked

My 1915/8 FOXGLOVE reports dropped 5 depth 
charges on contact which later proved to be 
non-sub. (N.O.I.C. , ITewhaven, 0036/9)
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SITUATION 'REPORT

Italy Declares War Italy informed the British and French
Ambassadors that she was in a state of 
war with Great Britain and France from 
1 1/6

Operation "CycleM The situation is 
obscure. See Operations Volume.

French ships evacuated base personnel 
from Havre during the night 9/10. 
Havre was bombed during the evening 
10/6. Granville and St. walo are open 
Caen and Cherbourg open to treated 
ships.

Marceau was evacuated.

In the course of operations off the 
French coast to assist the Army by 
bombardment TULLDOG and BOADICEA were 
damaged by bombs and AMBUSCADE by fire 
from a shore battery off Fecamp.

Blocking and demolition operations 
were carried out at Dieppe 10/6, but the 
approach though difficult is not com
pletely closed to ships. One of the 3 
blockships was sunk by a mine in the 
approach.

Convoy Attacked by VIVIEN, escorting a north bound convoy
M.T.B's off Orfordness was attacked by M.T.B's

f~om 0030/10 to 0145/10, and at least 
7 torpe oes were fired. As far as is 
known there were no hits. Our air
craft unsuccessfully attacked these
M.T.B's when homeward bound. JACKAL 
and FORESIGHT, on patrol off 
Lowestoft, were despatched to remain 
near the convoy until daybreak, and 4 
aircraft also proceeded in support.

The enemy M.T.B's were operating from 
Ymuiden and Hook of Holland. C. in C. 
Nore has ordered all available large
M.T.B's to be off Ymuiden by 0300/11 
and to carry out a sweep to intercept 
the enemy on their return.

Snemy Concentrations Enemy battle cruisers and other large
ships were reported at anchor at 
Trondheim on the morning 10/6. 30
merchant vessels of 4/5000 tons were 
observed at Bergen and another con
siderable concentration in the Statlan- 
det area.

%
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SITUATION REPORT CONTD

At 1400/10 CLYDE reported 1 pocket 
battleship and one NIPPER class 
cruiser at sea off Trondheim. A 
Sunderland flying boat proceeded to 
locate and shadow these ships, but 
had not sighted them by the time she 
was relieved.
At 1800/6 a Blenheim reconnissance at 
Trondheim reported that the only ships 
in Harbour were 1 battle cruiser, 2 
destroyers and 1 merchant ship.

At 1526 the Admiralty directed that 
the enemy ships reported by CLYDE 
should be the objective of C. in C. , 
Home Fleet.

Mines were dropped by aircraft off 
Harwich during the night 9/10 and the 
port is closed.

A new field of contact mines has 
been found in the searched channel 12 
miles S.E. of Flamborough; 18 mines 
have been swept to date. It is 
believed these are Dutch mines laid 
by the Germans.

entrance to the Skagarrak and must be 
presumed lost.

The UMBRIA, loaded with cement and ex
plosives scuttled herself at Port 
1700/10. 13 Italian merchant ships
were s&^zed shortly before midnight 
in ports in the U.K, and one, the 
MARZOCCO was intercepted by patrol 
trawlers in home waters. Others are 
held in British ports abroad.

ORZEL is 2 days overdue in returning from the
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Magnetic
Mines

Humber
untrustworthy
personnel

Folkestone

Civil
Aerodromes 
round coast

Scapa

^CALCUTTA

Havre
Situation 0600

10.6.140.
Monday

HOME COMMANDS

Defence of U. X.

Hd. of M. 2246/10 to C. in C., Rosyth, Nore, 
Portsmouth, A. C.O.S., F.O.C. Dover.

Re replacement of vessels fitted for flying 
balloons, crews untrustworthy. (F. 0., Humber, 
221+0/10).

My 2125/6. As Folkestone no longer required for 
naval, military or cross-Channel services, 
urge port should be closed and immobilised.
(V.A. , Dover, 181+3/10).

Action taken to block temporarily. (Air Min.,
1900/10).

Tablecloth Net being supplied to Scapa for 
A/B Defence at rate of 2 miles per week.
First consignment left Rosyth 5th June 
sufficient will be supplied for defence of all 
entrances including Eastern Sounds. Request 
immediate report of number and size of 
additional Blockships required. (D.
1615/10 to C. in C. , H.F.).

Operation C. P.

Dieppe blocked. (VEGA 0619/10 to Adty.)

Operation "Cycled (£«t

To remain at Harwich till channel reported 
clear (C. in C. , Nore, 01+16/10).

Situation 0600/10. Two air-raids during night. 
Little damage. Refugees mostly gone.
Demolition ready. Oil and Petrol Tanks destroyed. 
W/T with 51st Division still unestablished.
(S.N. 0. Havre 0700/10 to C. in C. Portsmouth). 
Small craft should remain near Havre (C. in C. 
Portsmouth 081+5/10 to SALADIN) .

i— ^-CALCUTTA Sailed from Harwich 0917 for Portsmouth.
Expected arrival 1800. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 0921/10 
to Adty.)



I July, 1950. Hotel Bellevue,
L1Aberwrach,

Finistere,
FRANCS.

Commander W.H. Wes tall, R.N. 
Historical Section,
RoomjU3, Admiralty,
LONDON. S.W.I.

Dear Commander Westall,

Please forgive me for not having answered your letter of May 17
before but I have been away in the U.S.A. and Scandinavia and it has only just 
caught up with me*

My authority for saying on page 72 of ray book on Rommel that troops
were being evacuated from Fecamp on June 10 was the diary of the 7th Panzer 
Division and I am afraid that I did not refer it to the Admiralty for verification 
as I should have done. I imagine that it was a report made during the action 
and that someone thought he saw other vessels besides destroyers standing off the 
coast.

As regards the Q.E. and Valiant, I was very well aware of the facts, 
since I saw them the morning after the attack and, thanks to my father having 
been head of the Admiralty Salvage Section and to my having spent some yeats in 
salvage myself, I spotted that the Q.E. was lying on the bottom because she was 
considerably below her marks. However, I quite realise that the paragraph mig-ut 
read as though they had actually been destroyed and I will make a correction.

Thank you so much for writing*

Yours sincerely,



H isto rica l section, 
Room 145, C itad el, 

Admiralty, 3 .Y .I.  
10th July, 1950.

Dear Brigadier Young,

fhank you very much 
for your le tt e r  of 1st July.
I am glad that the question of 
an ovacua tion from Pecamn has 
been cleared up. i  think the 
German o ffic e r  in question must 
have made a mistake.

Again many thanks.

Yours sincerely,

Brigadier Desmond Young, 
Hotel Bellevue, 
L’Aberwrach, 

Pinisterre,
FRANCE.
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War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

10.6.1*0.
Monday.

Operation "Cycle" (Contd.)

Havre Situation 091*5. Total numbers for evacuation
Situation 091*5 estimated at 65,000 of which 23,000 British.

Transports should now be sailed. Understood 
British will command covering line Fecamp/Lille- 
bonne. (S.iT.O. Havre 1000/10 to C. in C. , 
Portsmouth).

Bombardment You should arrange for destroyers to assist
Army by bombardment as required. Try to get 
in touch with Aimy H. Q. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
100U/10 to S.N. 0. ’s Afloat).

Short title for Havre jetties: S Southampton
Quay, E Escale Quay, P Ploride Quay, 0 IT Oblique 
Quay rTorth Side, 0 S Oblique Quay South Side,
T G Tide Gauge Jetty West of Southampton Jetty. 
Promulgate to ships and vessels in your 
vicinity. (C. in C. , Portsmouth 10l*l*/10 to
S. & A. )

Places for 
evacuation

Bombardment

In view of possible evacuation large numbers 
from places" other than Havre request early 
information of what suitable ports or beaches 
available (C. in C. , Portsmouth 101*7/10 to 
S.N. 0. Havre).

Daily signal will be made cf expected position of 
left of line for following day. Ships should 
bombard any Enemy seen to Eastward. (IT.L.O.
51st Divn. 111*7/10 to Adty.)

Disposal of 
troops

British Forces when evacuated will proceed to 
Cherbourg (C. in C., Portsmouth 1151/10 to 
S.N. 0. Havre).

Evacuation
ports

If enemy A.P.Vs south of Fecamp appear to 
constitute a large force, S.N.T.O. Havre and 
naval Captains there are considering evacuation 
main body 51st Divn. from ports between 
Fecamp and St. Valery. (Telephone G.G. Havre 
with G.S.0.3 M.0.1* at 11*30/10).

M.Vs to be 
turned bach

Turn British Merchant Ships bach to Havre 
(S.N. 0. Afloat Havre 11*1*7/10 to BROKE).

C. in C. leaving Your 1035.M.T.B. 29 leaving Havre with 
G. in C. this evening (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1530/10 to Adty.)
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HOME COMMANDS

10. 6. 2|jO.
Monday.

Operation "Cycle11 (Contd.)

3ombardment Bombard enemy attacking Dieppe from Eastward. 
British hold west bank of river. (N.L.O. 
"1535/10 to ships).

Beach at Veulette suitable for evacuation by 
small craft. About 60 being taken off now 
(BOADICEA 1620/10 to S.O. Afloat).

Transports 
and beach

Position of enemy tanks at 1600 indicates 
possibility of 12,000 troops requiring

parties needed evacuation near St- ValeryV shortly. Send
transport and additional aeach parties.
11,000 troops will have to be evacuated from 
Havre. (C. in C. Portsmouth at Havre 16140/10)

9 Trans orts 
being sent

Bombardment

RESTIGOUCHE, ST. LAURENT, HARVESTER rejoin me 
270° Cap de la Heve 7 miles (S.1T. 0. Afloat 
Havre llj.12/10). My position at 1515 (HARVESTER 
1522/10).

My 1500 and your 124.30. Nine personnel shiws 
now being sent. (C. in C., Portsmouth, 1751/10).

If necessary N.L.O. will indicate particular 
targets using map C.S.G. S. 24-02+2 sheet I4 S. to E. 
CARDIFF should be available from p.m. 11th 
June. Destroyer until then. (N.L.O. , 51st 
Divn. , H I48/IO).

Fecamp and vicinity unsuccessful. Cypher 
follows. (AMBUSCADE, 1700/10).

Am escorting boats to northwards of River 
Durdent. (AMBUSCADE, 1901/10).

/Fecamp in hands of enemy. Join CODRIITGTON. 
(C. in C., Portsmouth, 2358/10 to GARDENIA).

Return to Portsmouth (S.N. 0. Afloat, Havre, 
2133/10 to AMBUSCADE).

2051 from BROKE and 1729 from AMBUSCADE, 
proceeding with GARDENIA to Veulette.
(WELLINGTON, 2 236/10).

Am
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Monday.

HOKE COMMANDS

Operation "Cycle" (Contd.)

Any small number of military personnel 
evacuated from beaches are to be brought to 
Havre. (S.N. 0. Afloat, Havre, to tug RESOLVE, 
SALADIiT, WELLINGTON, GARDENIA, 2254/10).

Air attack 
on Havre

Enemy are bombing Havre. (C0DRI1TGT0N 1810/10 
to Portsmouth W/T) Help Le Havre (CODRIUGTON
1907/ 10).

Warships to 
keep clear in 
daylight

Destroyers and other Men of War not to close 
evacuation areas in daylight except for urgent 
requirements in control of merchant traffic. 
(D.O.D. 1951/10 to C. in C., Portsmouth).

Situation 
ashore 2139

Two Brigades from 51st Divn. now co-operating 
with Havre local defences, but troops very 
exhausted. French Local Garrison of two 
Battalions continue to man Fecamp-Lillebonne 
line. No further information of 51st Divn. or 
9th French Army. (S.N.O. Havre 2139/10 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth).

Feel cannot rely on French initiative this 
side. If cannot bring my Divn. to Havre can 
I count on your being able er.ibark personnel 
from IT. coast. Have only two days rations. 
(51 Divn. 211+5/10 to War Office).

To facilitate withdrawal of French 9th Army 
to Seine below Caudebep, French Admiral Havre 
will arrange to re-inforce bridge-head Fecamp/ 
Lillebonne and prepare means of crossing. 
(French Adty to O.C. French 9th A.C. 2158/10. 
D.C. 2346/10)-

My 191+9. Ships may close "beaches for direct 
bombardment of targets of vital importance. 
(C. in C., Portsmouth 0057/11)*
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C, in G.

Transports 
being sent

A m y  Reports

Caen
Cherbourg

Dieppe

HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Coast of France

Departure IOI4.O M. T.B. 29 for Havre with C. in 
C. onboard. (C. in C. , Portsmouth, 1233/10).

11 fast personnel ships should arrive off 
Havre this evening. Owing to low endurance these 
ships will require refuelling if required for 
second trip or if delayed at Havre. HAMPTON 
is also being sent. (C. in C., Portsmouth,
1500/10 to S.N.O. Afloat).

The 3 ships which are to carry out the 
operation anticipated for June 13 and their 
escort force will sail from Cherbourg June 11 
and will anchor off Dungeness for waiting hour 
of operation anticipated for about 0030. 
(Paris, to C. in C., Portsmouth, 1601/10)

H.M. Canadian destroyers RESTIGOUCKE and 
St. LAURENT arrival 1700 departure 2000 for 
operation. (C. in C., Portsmouth, 2023/10).

I too think: possible that in this rapidly 
changing situation that I might ask you embark 
as much personnel as possible of my division 
between St. Valery and Mouth of River Durdent, 
both inclusive. French Corps Commander has 
joined his headquarters I OM in B. (51st 
Divn., 22U5/10 to Adty.).

Following for O.C. French 9th Army Corps from 
French Admiral Commanding Havre - Instructions 
from General Weygand, dated June 10. Withdraw 
upon the Seine down stream Caudebec included. 
Cover yourself facing the direction Gourney- 
Rouen by occupying anti-tank resistance points. 
Accordingly Admiral Le Havre must reinforce 
Fecamp bridgehead at Fecamp-Lillebonne.
High authorities will prepare means of crossing. 
(Time handed in Havre 2120/10). (Adty., 2335/10, 
23U6/1 0).

Onened to ships demagnetised (P.M. Cherbourg 
1037/10).

Gendarme on board CODRIITGTOIT. Germany now 
taking over possession of coast of Dieppe to 
Fecamp. Mechanical Unit. (BULLDOG, 1600/10).
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HOLE COMMANDS

L

Operations

♦ T.B. Attack on East Coast Convoy. ’̂ -0

r  #

2 M.T.Bs Bearing unknown distance 1 mile course 
unknovm position 52:28 IT., 2:1+ E. (VIVIEN 
0029/10).

3 E-Boats 52:28 IT. 2:1+ E. at OOi+3 (R. A. (S) 
0126/10 to suBmarines on patrol).

2 M.T.Bs torpedoes fired (VIVIEN 0030/10).

3 M.T.Bs still attacking (VIVIEN 001+3/10).

At least seven torpedoes fired. So far as 
known Convoy intact. (VIVIEN to C. in C. , Nore, 
021+0/10).

■

♦ #
..

2 M.T.Bs Bearing 270° 1 mile course 090° my 
position 51:51+ N. 3:10 E. (A/c 500 Sqn. 0330/10).

Summary of attacks By E-Boats on VIVIEN and
F.N. 92 from 0012 to 0129 10/6 near 51+ B 3uoy.

Asdic heard H.E. at aBout 2? miles of a Boat 
moving very slowly and intermittently. At high 
speed H.E. was very loud. The E-Boats were 
seen very little and gunfire 'was guided By 
Asdic. E-Boat tactics were to attack from aBout 
800 yards through a screen of dense white smoke 
and retire Behind such a screen. VIVIEN going 
through a screen in pursuit found E Boats 
waiting to attack Behind the screen.

It is possible that the E-Boats carried Bov/ and 
stern tubes. The noise of discharge was heard 
By ear and By Asdic. Torpedoes ran at about 
6 feet and exploded at the end of their runs.
Very little was heard of the engines of the 
E Boats VIVIEN'S speed 15 knots or more.

There was no sign of aircraft or ships in 
support.
VIVIEN’S tactics were to head straight for any 
E-Boat heard By Asdic while trying to keep £ in.
M.G's Bearing. Gunfire was hampered By lack of 
depression of 1+ in. and lack of ahead Arcs of i in. 
M. G's.
Attacks took place during darkest part of night 
sea flat calm slight haze visibility about 2500 
yards perfect Asdic conditions.
(C. in C., Rosyth, 1939/11).
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

M. T. B. Attack on Ea_st Coast Convoy

E-boats atterapted raid East Coast Convoy last 
night and were operating from Ymuiden and Hoolc 
of Holland. To intercept them on their return 
all available large M.T.Bs to proceed in company 
to reach 270° Ymuiden 10’ by 0300/11 and then 
spread and sweep at slow speed on course 270° 
returning to base if no enemy sighted by 
02+30/11. Aircraft will co-operate. (C. in C. , 
ITore 1520/10 to F. 0.1. C. Harwich) .

Attack on Ships and Convoys from ilorwa;

DEVONSHIRE picked up report of 2 pocket 
battleships from GLORIOUS 1615 and 162+0 at 
1715» but owing to various circumstances believed 
it to have been an error and did not rerjort it. 
DEVONSHIRE estimates she was about 130 miles 
from GLORIOUS and 250 miles from the main part 
of Group II. (C.S.1 2103/10, 1111/11).

Detailed report from Master of S.S. ATLA2TTIS 
of shelling of ORAI.A at about 0900/8 near 
67:2+2+ N. , 3:52 E. by German battleship (A.C.O.S. 
1839/10).

My 12+39/10. Canal" operation against Trondjheim. 
Concentrate on ships deported in Clyde's 12+00/10 
(see Enemy Intelligence) (D.O.D.H. 1526/10 to 
C. in C. H.F.) i«>«./« /. Mi-
Asking estimate of numbers of JU 87 dive 
bombers, fighters, etc., operating from 
Trondheim and other aerodromes Stavanger to 
Bodo. If ships operate in the vicinity 
63:12+ N. , 0l+:00 E. , could protection be given 
by Blenheims from Sumburgh (C. in C. , H.F. , XXJJtX 
1232+/10 to Adty.)

Norwegian
Coast

Torpedo attack on Enemy Ships in Trondheim is 
not to be carried out pending further
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Iceland

EMPRESS OP Escorted "by EMERALD. Movements (P. O.C. 3 B. S.
AUSTRALIA 1411/10).

Submarines

Positions 0600/11 (V.A. S. 2117/10, 2309/10).

Fro Havet Orders to TRIBUIIE and PORPOISE. Object of
submarines off Pro Havet is to attack and then 
report enemy war vessels and escorted merchant 
ships. (V.A. S. , 1949/10).

RUBIS Ordered to QZS 44* Route (Capt. S.9 1809/10 
to RUBIS).

Air.

British Air Activity

Reconnaissance of Aalesuna and fiords 
(Donibristle, 1615/10).
Reconnaissance of Trondheim and approaches 
(Donibristle, 1105/10).

Propose that aircraft recognition signals should 
change every 6 hours, thus ensuing two different 
sets of signals each night. (D.S.D. 1950/10 to 
Air Min.)

Re attack on 
Enemy main 
units at 
Trondheim

What is present estimate of numbers (a) JU 87 
Dive-Bombers (b) Immersed Bombers (c) Fighters 
operating from Trondheim and other aerodromes 
Stavanger to Bodo. If ships operate near 
63:14 N., 4:00 E. could protection be given 
by Blenheims from Sumburgh. (C. in C. H. P.
1234/10 to Adty.).
Your 1234/40. Air Min. estimate (a) Between 50 
and 120 long range Bombers, Heinkel 111 type.
(b) 40 single-engined Fighters Me 109 (c;
40 twin-engined Fighters Me. 110. (d) some 
Reconnaissance aircraft. Coastal Command have 
only nine Blenheim aircraft so could not give 
much protection, but everything possible would 
be done with Blenheims and Hudsons. (D. C. 
2119/10 to C. in C. , H.F. ) 19. Iq'L .
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HOME COMMANDS

Air

Enemy Air A ctivity

BULLDOG Bombed 1738 in 49:53 N., 0:28 BULLDOG
BOADICEA received 3 hits, damaged, steering for Portsmouth.

BOADICEA damaged unable to steam. (BULLDOG, 
1742/10, 1810/10, 1900/10) BOADICEA engineer 
and' 5 ratings killed, 2 wounded. (AMBUSCADE 
0100/11).

RIVER NESS British Pishing Trawler attacked by German^
plane IT. E. of Skerries (Wick Radio 1427/10) 
Was bombed and sunk by aircraft about 8 miles 
IT. of Outer Skerries 1415/10. Skipper and 
one other were landed at Lerwick by fishing 
trawler BRACOI0DENE. Eight others of crew 
missing. (IT. O.I.C. Lerwick, 2005/10).

CODRIiTGTON Help, Le Havre. (CODRINGTON 1818/10, 1835/10).

Enemy
Minefield

Mining.

A new field of contact mines has been located 
in 54:00 IT. y 0:14-5 E., 12 miles S. E. of 
Flamborough in the searched channel. 13 mines 
were swept and sunk on 8/6, three more 10/6, 
and two more two miles to the north the same 
day. It is believed that these are Dutch 
mines laid by the Germans. (I.C., 0478/40).

E n e m y Intelligence

Summary from I.C. 0478/40.

Norwegian Coast. fl t*

0810 Aircraft reported following in or near
Tron<iheim :" 1 "battle cruiser,

2 HIFPER class cruisers,
1 NURNBERG class cruiser,
4 destroyers,
3 E boats.

A/c reports 4 cruisers Trondheim, 2 destroyers 
050 degrees 28 knots off Kristiansand 0810. Will 
be amplified later. (C.in C.,Rosyth, 0846/10) 
Amplification (C.in C.,Rosyth, 1034/10,1202/10).
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Londay.

HOME COMMAITDS

Enemy Intelligence (Contd.)

Norwegian .Coast_ (Contd.)

1400 CLYDE reported one P.B., one HIPPER class
64: 45 N. , 9:45 E. , about 67* N. of Trondheim, 
steering 300°. 1T0TE —  It is not thought a 
P.B. could have been ^.resent

vessels at Bergen and another 13 in adjacent 
fiords.

vessels in various anchorages in vicinity of 
Aalesund, Kristiansand (ll) , I.lolde and 
Romsdals Fiord, also numerous small craft 
11+’ Southward of Aalesund.

German

other cruiser, possioiy pocicet uattiesnip, 
anchored about 6 miles east of town.
Signs of Boom at entrance. (C. in C. , Rosyth 
1034/10, 0915/10, 0954/10) (Donibristle, 1245/10).

At 0700/10 one ITUR1TBERG class cruiser anchored 
at mouth of Sicjoruf jorde and another unidentified 
cruiser off Fevaag; and one 3-funnelled 10,000 
ton M/V anchored with warships off Trondheim.
Boom across mouth of Orlcedal Fiorde. (C. in C. 
Rosyth, 1202/10).

Aircraft of 254 Sqdn. reconn. Trondheim and 
approaches at 0615, 2 destroyers observed steaming 
050° 28 knots in position 315 Bud, 8 miles,
63:00 N., 6:41 E. At 0640, 3 M.T.Bs at Hordvz 
100 LIT anchored. At 0650 HUR2TBERG class cruiser 
anchored at Moutjorn Fiord. At 0730 anchor off 
mouth of Trondheim were SCIiARlIHORST and either 
2 HIPPER class cruisers or one cruiser and one 
DEUTSCHLAND class P.B. also 2 small destroyers 
and one 3-funnelled M.V. of 10,000 tons.
At 0745 at mouth of Orlcedale Fiord submarine 
net stretched across from G jeitestranden 
towards Stadsbygden with gap at northern end.
Two oil tankers at Thamshaum and mineral 
refinery bombed, two tankers and factory set 
on fire. At 0805, intercepted 2 original 
destroyers heading towards Christiansand. 
(Donibristle, 1105/ 10).

1800 Aircraft reported only 1 battle cruiser, 2 
destroyers at Trondheim.

# am/10/6 Aircraft reconnaissance reported 30 merchant

pm/10/6 Aircraft reconnaissance report 30 merchant
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Enemy Intelligence.

One Pocket B a t t l e s h i p ,  one HIPPER c l a s s  c r u i s e r  
a t  62+:35 N. 9:1+5 E. c o u rs e  300° (CLYDE 11+00/10 
to Adty.)
Note: It is not thought a pocket "battleship
could have "been jjresent. (I. c. 01+78/1+0).

Sunderland 
to locate

Main Units

CLYDE’S 11+00/10. Sunderland leaving Sullorn Voe 
ahout 1600 to locate and shadow enemy force.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1518/10).

D.P. at 1730/10, hearing of unknown enemy unit 
was Scarborough 033/2 (D.D. I.C. 181+0/10).

D.P. bearings received 2 3 1 5 / 1 estimated 
position off Trondheim, (D.D.I.C., 2359/10).

Air reconnaissance reported 1 German battle 
cruiser, 1 pocket battleship and 3 cruisers 
in Trondheim fiorde this am. This pm one 
pocket battleship and 1 cruiser were reported 
north of Pro Lavet course 300° (D. C. 1932/10).

Aircraft report only 1 battle cruiser, 2 destroyers 
and 1 merchant vessel at Trondheim at 1800 
(C. in C. , Rosyth, 2158/10).

D. P. , at 221+0/10. Position of unknown enemy 
unit was 58:1+0 N. , 5:0 E. , unreliable fix.
(D.D.I.C. 2311/10).

Merchant Ships Aircraft reconnaissance reported 30 merchant
vessels at Bergen am/10 and another 13 inadjacent 
fiords. (I.C. 01+78/1+0).

Aircraft reconnaissance reported pm/6 30 
merchant vessels in various anchorages near 
Aalsund, Christiansand N. , Molde and Romsdals 
piord, and numerous small craft 11+ miles south- 
westward of Aalsund. (I.C. 01+78/1+0).

These ships are reported as varying from 1000 to 
1+000 tons, and were grouped in the Fiords as 
follows:- 1+,2,3,6,1+,1 ,5,5- This dispersal has
not been reported previously in such detail and 
gives rise to the suspicion that they may be 
transports dispersed for the purpose of concealing 
their concentration. (C.I.C. Report lTo.12).

RUEGEN Taken up by German Govt, as hospital ship
(M. 0831+8/1+0).
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War with Italy.

Energy Lain units 
at sea.

Measures to 
counter E-boat 
attack.

OA ,HA. , Convoys .

WASHINGTON

Convoy 
Programme.

v .  j

HOLE c o m m a n d s .

Shipping.

War will commence with Italy at 0001 B.S.T., 
Tuesday 11/6. You must not go to Italian 
ports. (D.T.D., to British ships in all areas, 
1916/10).

All convoys are to steer for Long. 006°./., 
then due south (Adty 0642/10 to ELDORADO,
LINCOLN CITY, NORTHERN SPRAY, LILAC, C-in-C., 
H.P.).

All convoys or groups of trawlers proceeding 
to Scapa are to steer toward Long. 6°W and 
then due South (D.O.D.(H) 1524/10 to THIRLuEHE, 
ELLESMERE) .

In view of threat of E-Boat attack near straits 
of Dover it is intended that as far as possible 
shipping should pass this area in daylight.
All ships bound up-Channel, including those in 
convoy, should therefore pass Dungeness to 
arrive Southend within one hour of sunset. 
(D.T.D.1710/10).

Sailing times. (Re. Adty. 1626/9 re. U-boat 
attacks of E. Coast) (C-in-C., W.A. 1511/10).

Leaves Lisbon 10/6 arriving Galway 12/6. She 
is to be allowed to proceed without interruption 
(C-in-C., W.A., 1642/10).

After consultation with C-in-C., Nore intend to 
adopt following convoy programs in fulfilment 
of your 1626/9. (fW* <
(A) Include ships of 8-j knots.
(b) PS. arrive Southend 1900.
(c) FN. leave Southend 0500.

Times of arrival and departure from Southend 
have had to be adjusted to reduce risk of 
convoys meeting in dark at junction of channels 
near wreck buoy 53°04rN., 01°30'E., and for 
this purpose PS. will use QZS.52,40 and 30 whilst 
FN. use QZS 51, 41 and 42 so that should they 
meet they will pass Port to Port. Time of FN. 
sailing will also allow group sailing to leave 
at 0400. Southbound group sailing will leave 
so as to arrive Southend 1830. In this connec
tion it is considered group sailing should be 
reduced to a minimum and all possible traffic 
should be diverted to wewt coast. These arrange
ments can only be considered as temporary whilst 
long hours of daylight last and even so fog or 
other delays may cause a difficult situation to 
arise/there being no safe anchorages after the 
Humber until Knock Deep or Knob Channel are 
reached. It is noticed that additional protec
tion is contemplated for convoys in southern 
half of route this is considered very necessary 
protection for these big convoys against fast 
moving vessels. It is also for consideration 
that same anchored form of protection should be

/placed.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipp inp; (Contd.).

Recent trials carried out in accordance with 
Admiralty 1911/31/5 have given satisfactory 
results and would appear to be suitable for 
this form of protection. (C-in-C., Rosyth., 
2324/10., F.O. Adty).

Misceillaneous
Moored over submarine with bower anchor, trawl 
warp, and hedge anchor. 'll reck heavily listed 
to starboard. Advice tidal conditions prelude 
protracted diving operations. Working-to enter 
on neap tide. (Diving Officer, Cape 1'inisterre, 
1730/10)

iTame of a base being established at Kyle of 
nochalsh foifa, secret operation (R.A. (K.L.)
16.5.40)

Hind Visibility Outlook

C.^SUMLTILS .-IP DHFSCTS

(Reported overdue 9/6) Arrived Cape Town (S.O.(l) 
Cape Town 1028/10, D.T.D. 1605/11)

(Danish) Reported overdue 9/6 a r r iv e d  Cape Town 
10/6 (3.0. ll) Cape Town 1708/10)

Morth Sea Light variable Moderate Exten- Similar
sive fog patches

Channel Light variable Moderate to Visibility
Improvinggood. Dog 

patches.

Horns Reef

’ll• Coast Horway northerly
Moderate

West e rn 
Approaches

K.W. light to 6-9 miles 
moderate

Light variable 10-12 miles 
Ho reports re
ceived.

8-10 miles near Simil; 
coast fog to West 
ward.

Probable weather
Simil

Simil
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Outbreak of Hostilities with Italy

Signals from Admiralty

0241/10. To C. in C.> Mediterranean
It is still impossible to forecast probable date of 

Italy’s entry into the war, but evidence of the last 24 
hours suggests that June 13th-|)5th is the likely period. 
. . .  It is still believed that if the French can hold 
out in the present battle there is a chance Mussolini 
will not act.

1730/10. *A* Message, Home and Abroad, 183A
IMMEDIATE. H.M. Ambassadbr at Rome considers that 

all stations should be warned that outbreak of war with 
Italy now appears imminent.

His information is that this may take place within 
the next 48 hours.

1916/10. ’A' Messaget Home and Abroad, 184A
Commence hostilities against Italy repetition Italy 

as from 0001 B.S.T. Tuesday, 11th June.
(Received by C.in C., Med., at 2208/10)

2010/10. To B.N.L.O, Toulon for C.O., 767 3quadron
Hostilities with Italy commence at midnight Monday 

10th June. Carry out any offensive operation for which 
you consider your squadron suitably trained and e quipped.
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l1 ORB I GIT STATIONS

liorth Atlantic

Contraband Control Adrnty. 1739/6. Have instructed
Gibraltar Patrol to comply with Haval 
Prize manual but that in event of 
escorting ship disputing right to visit 
and search no force is to be used and 
further instructions obtained.
Request definite instructions whether 
under existing circumstances force is 
to be used. (P.O.C.N.A., 1154/10)

Ocean Convoys D.C. 1901/10 to B.iT.L.O. Larceau.

■.VASHIilGTOII

Sal

J11 .VIS ) 
GiiRliAi.'jjJ j

..ir Action

Slock Slain MASS'iT*.

Canal Lights

Leaving Galway with U.S. citizens. 
Course. (H.C.3.0. 1245/10)

South - Atlantic

Reported as evacuated by Italian 
staff, small number nucleus crew 
remaining with 3 planes (Sierra Leone 
1825/10)

Mediterranean

Your 1943/4. Intended that JERVIS 
should proceed to Mediterranean as 
leader of 14th L.P. on completion of 
repairs at end of June and GARLAnD join 
1st D.P. in Home Waters. In view of 
present situation in Mediterranean the 
sailing of GARLAIID id left to your 
discretion. (A.C.K.S. (a ) 1225/10 to 
C. in C., Led.)

Hostilities with Italy commence at mid
night 10th June. Carry out any 
offensive operation for which you con
sider your squadron suitably trained 
and equipped. (5 S.L. 2010/10 to 
L.L.L.O., Toulon for C.O., 767 Sqdn.)

Adnty. 1352/8. HEIGHT 01' ! IiLTa  being 
sailed a.m. 13/6. M aRGIT not ready for 
sea, held at m-malta "by owners for sale, 
considered only fit for block ship or 
hulk. (V • im•, Malta, 1301/10)

To be extinguished. This involves sus
pending navigati n during dark hours. 
vS.B.E.O. Suez Canal .area, 1714/10)

Si- &Z® jP, l̂(f>
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BOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean, Contd.

-gj-ibassy Staff Requesting name and type of ship to
convey members of Italian Embassy Staff 
to Lisbon. Italian Govt, are sending 
British Embassy Staff in s.s. CONTE 
ROSSO. (Rome, 1313/10 to D.N.I.)

ports taking troops from Syria to 
Prance believed sailing tonight June 
10 will be attacked by Italian sub
marines. Same source states Cyprus wil 
be attacked when Italy enters war.
Please inform Y/ar Office. (Rome, 1059/10

battle cruiser may attempt to pass 
Straits tonight Monday to join Italian 
j-leec. (iso S .-Li• , to N.O.C.N.A., 
1948/10)

<Yune with H.M.S. lARSPITE HE .J. MALAYA 
-i.. ..3. EAGLE 7th Qruiser Squadron 
and available destroyers, battleships 
will proceed north west and then along 
south coast Crete to reach approximate 
position 80 miles south of Cape ^-atapan 
1200 12th June.

7th Cruiser Squad?.’on will carry out 
sweep to westward until dark on 11th 
June then return to attack any patrol 
off Benghazi and Tobruk at daylight 
12th June oiteequently joining me about 
1200 12th June.

Vice Admiral Porce X has been 
instructed to proceed from Beirut as 
soon as possible with what force he 
thinks fit to sweep towards Dodecanese 
and ^egean Borth of Crete returning 
Alexandria p.m. 13th June. (C. in C., 
-,ed. 2243/10)

transport of Italian array of 700,OuO 
men to Libya on large liners will be 
com leted by midnight tonight, relief 
is that major attack will be against 
-Egypt and tne Sudan. LIuch discontent 
in the fascist Party at the appointment 
of De Bono instead of aalbo.

Italian Submarines Information received (B.l.) that trans-

German Battle Cruiser It appears possible that a German

-inefields Informing C. in C., Ned., of all mine-
£ Y> fields reported. (D.N.I., 1920/10, 1901

/10)
q  y>

Sweens by MLlied -leets Intend to leave harbour at 0300 11th

-Enemy -Ians Budapest british Minister, reports
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OREIGH 3TATI PITS

— editerrancan

- uch uneasiness at the prospect of 
bombing of refineries at i’iur.ie, Trieste 
and Bari.

Twelve Lloyd Triestino Ships converted 
into Hospital Ships have been moved to 
->ari and Brindisi. (B.E.I., 1953/10)

Your 2215/8. Vulnerability of Shore 
Reserves of oil in Eastern llediterranean 
is fully appreciated. It will help 
to keep oilers in sight and to conserve 
tonnage if you make fullest possible 
use of Haifa refinery by sending empty 
tankers there to load instead of 
sending them into the Red Sea. 
further, once available tankage at 
Haifa has been filled with oil fuel 
from refinery it will be necessary to 
close dor/n refinery. You should begin 
drawing on Haifa refinery as soon as 
possible. (4th S.L., 1559/10 to G. in 
 ̂ , me d »■ J

East Indies

Your 2122/22/5. Intend using SLLEI'GA or 
EGRA. (p.S.T.O. , East Indies, 1110^/25 
/5 received 1241/10/6)

In Red Sea to proceed as follows. Rorth 
bound ships north of 15° N  to Sues, 
south of 15° to Hombasa if bunkers 
permit, otherwise to -̂-den thence via 
Cape. Southbound ships north of 20° IT 
return to Suez, south of 20° IT continue 
on voyage. All above proceed at full 
speed and zig-zag by day or in bright 
moonlight. .iqnj/a)

Asking for attention to his 0603/29/12, 
censorship of ships names, times and 
dates of arrival etc., (Colombo 19492/10

Until further orders any British or 
Norwegian Merchant ships bound for 
Suez or Red Sea ports with Government 
Cargo is to be sent to Bombay. (C. .in 
C., E.I. 2307Z/10)



177

War Diary
10.6.1940
-Monday

FOREIGN ST. ATI OPS

Unerica & West Indies

DUNDEE

> -.Tj I to intercept 
Italian Ships

C.'-PC ITOLI 
Scuttled

Dispositions

t

Leave Trinida.d as convenient 11/6 for 
Georgetown to consult with Governor, 
British Guiana, as to local defences, 
returning Trinidad hy 15/6. (C. in C. 
A.W.I., to DUNDEE, 1051/10)

As the present is prohahly only 
chance of catching straggling Italian 
shipping I have sent FIJI to Florida 
Straits for 2 or 3 days. This will 
delay her working up hy about 1 week. 
(C. in C ., . ;. 1. 2254/10)

Italian, rounded at Die Island set on 
fire 48.25*11 68.53'W K..-.C.
Li-xJDO.. standing hy (B.S.H.0. Ottawa 
2057/10)

Jamaica Force. West Indies Oil Pro
tective Force to take up disposition 
as in my 1151/8. DIOMEDE proceed to 
Bermuda at best possible speed. LIy 
0952/10 to DUNEDIN and 1031/10 to 

— ^DUNDEE are cancelled. (C. in C. A.W.I* 
1431/10)

Py 1431. In view of uncertainty of 
Dutch position regarding Italy. You 
should extend yourpatrol so as to in
clude Curacao and Puerto Cabello. (C. 
in C., ...JJT.I. 1512/10, to DUNEDIN)

>  —y 1431. After fuelling Bermuda, FIJI 
direct to Florida Straits, YPRES to 
Cape ilatterai then search southwards 
to Florida Straits. (C. in C., A.W.I. 
2202/10)
Colon reports Belgian Consul has re- 
rcceived instructions from source in 
Belgian territory that he will have to 
make arrangements to place Belgian 
tankers under Panamanian registry. (B3) 
(S.O.I., Aingston 0852/10)

China

TJIKANDI Dutch, suspect. (C.O.S. Singapore 
0642Z/10)
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GEKIAIj A  .CHANT SHIPS

AP.JJA

JACOBUS JAITZEN

SISILIBIT

BRAMDENBURG

LIAR I T ZA

KOIIIGSBERG

.ARAUCA

Home Cornuands

Will arrive Dantzig 1100/10

Anchored off Gjed^er 1900/8.

Ordered at 1116/9 to unload at Baden.

Ordered at 1150/9 to Brunsbuttel for 
orders (P/L W/T intercepts, I.C. 
0477/40)

foreign Stations

--eported to he.ve sailed from Trieste 
7/6 (probably for a Yugo-Slav port 
for bauxite (I.C. 0477/40)

Sailed Para 28/5 now about due natrol 
Description (P.O.C.N.P. 1154/10 to 
northern Patrol)

At /ort Bverylades, Plorida, reported 
10/6 to have iust received 500 tons fuel 
(I.C. 0478/40J

P«k
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ITALIAN IIBKCHAI7T SHIPS

Hone Cora-lands

PROCIDA In Cardiff Docks seized and crew handed 
to police. (f.O.I.C. Cardiff 2115/10)

BELLICL 
LIUGifOLIE
p a l h ..

. - G. 
—OSC.UGJIN

At Ueth.il under guard, crews handed to 
police. (C. in C. Aosyth 2359/10 to 
Admty.)

j JTDR'.G A 
ELI OS 
G. LA7JR0 
I.ARZOCCO

Seized ..nAJREA nd ELIOS at Newcastle, 
GIOx.tfelNO LHJRO at Hartlepool.
Patrol Trawlers have intercepted 
AARZOCCO and due Peterhead with her 
about 0400/11 (C. in C. Aosyth 2359/10 
to Admty.) AARZOCCO was scuttled 
later, .

ERICA 
. .IAGIO 
GA. t AA
m i r u h o  j

ERICA, 4704 tons, UINCIO 5404 tons, 
GAB3IAN0 6584 tons, and ANGELINA LxfJRO 
5787 tons seized and crews interned. 
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool 0001/11 to Admty.)

The® is strong reason to believe that 
on declaration of war by Italy Italian 
ships have been directed to make for 
Norway, probably II. Part, or failing 
tnat for Ireland. -n,.2. (SecreAt Service 
lio T .0.0. Lied. 1700/10)

foreign St; tions

IA-REARA
DROIL S

HAKB.iRA, BRONTE, proceeded Bandar 
Shapur pending completion of financial 
arrangements for payment for cargo. Oil 
Co. will also in any case only load at 
bar. I have concurred in this policy 
which may have diplomatic repercussions 
judging from reactions of Italian mas
ters. [S.h.O. Persian Gulf 1120Z/10)

ASRUS.-LE.BJS Left Durban 1200 G.A.T./lO for Deira.
RAITCHI to shadow and intercept if she 
attempts to enter Portugese Territorial 
waters and send to ...ombasa under armed 
guard or escort for C.C. nurooses (C. 
in C. E.I. 1156Z/10)
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I TALI A H  ITERGHAHT CH I P S

f o r e i g n  S t a t i o n s, Cpntd.

Cane T o w n P o s i t i o n s  of I t a l i a n  ships in this 
a r e a  (3.O.I., C a petown, 2233/10)

Lieloourne P o s i t i o n s  of I t a l i a n  ships in this 
a r e a  (D.h.I. -lelbourne G81 3 Z / 1 0 )

UifSRIj ^our 1 7 2 5 / 9  (Personal C i r c u l a t i o n )  
-action has b e e n  t a k e n  as s u g g e s t e d .  
(D.O.D.P. 0 1 2 0 / 1 0  to C. in C., „ede) 
has s c u t t l e d  his ship. She is s i n k i n g  % 
slowly. I a m  g o i n g  t h r o u g h  the .
m o t i o n s  of s a l v i n g  or b e a c h i n g  h e r  
(P.O.G. 4 J.S. 1708/10)

V E R B AITIA To b e  h e l d  at P o r t  S a i d  p e n d i n g  
d e c i s i o n  a.m. today. (D.O.D.P. 0121/lG 
to C. in G., lied.)

In Torres S t r a i t  7 t h  b e l i e v e d  b o u n d  fo r  
lokohama. LLu'IOORA p r o c e e d i n g  to l o c a t e  
a n d  shadow, ( A u s t r a l i a n  H.B*' 0600 Z / l O  
to Admty)

iCLl I t a l i a n  Ships i n s t r u c t e d  W i r e l e s s  
Llessages no l o n g e r  allowed, 
m e s s a g e s  b e t w e e n  owners a n d  m a s t e r s  
a l l o w e d  o n l y  v i a  I t a l i a n  c o a s t a l  
stations. (D.f.I. M e l b o u r n e  0 8 1 3 Z / 1 0  to 
A d m t y . )

PELCI
K o s e i r
s 737t a  l i b e r a t a

CAP© tfSL.1

PORTUIL-.TA

...UHA.

ID..

I - ..jii.

S.-.V0IA

A r r i v e d  H a i f a  1 0 t h  June. D e t a i n e d .
(C.C.S.O* Haifa, 0915C/10, 2 3 5 9 C / 1 0  to 
A d m t y . )
S J  .

Ships w i t h  p a r t i c u l a r l y  s u s p i c i o u s  c a r 
goes w e r e  r e p o r t e d  on 1 0 / 6  as f o l l o w s :-

(2715 tons) f r o m  H e w  Y o r k  due G i b r a l t a r  
10/ 6  but r e c e i v e d  orders to go and coal 
at a S p a n i s h  port.
(2896 tons) f r o m  H e w  Y o r k  due G i b r a l t a r  
on 8/6 bu t  has not reported.
(6151 tons) from H e w  Y o r k  due G i b r a l t a r  
J u n e  10-11.

(5490 tons) f r o m  
on 6/6 is due at u.0/
1 2 0 0 / 1 0  1 0 . 3 0  »i; 6 5 t ^ ( l . C

C a l c u t t a  left C< 
13/6. Posi' 

0 4 7 7 0
^den



U-BO.-.T CAMPAIGN & AIITIITG

^  SYRI1TGA

0728

#

0953

1225

1024

0635

0650

2200 ) 
2240 )
oooo

2145

*-- * p.n.

1617

Ships Attacked

A. . ll/3 T . issed by torpedo, 54.33* IT 
0.34*7/., 025° Whitby 4* (B.2.) at 1933 
/10. (I.C., 0478/10;

Submarines Reported

D.R. bearings indicate probable U-boat. 
60 miles 1T.W. Cape Einisterre at 0728 
(E.O.C.MA., 1707/10)

Unknown enemy unit probably U-boat 
approx. 60 miles M W .  Cape Einisterre 
at 1110/10. (C. in C. W.Z. 1459/10, 
D.D.I.C. 1415/10)

By D/E1 56.35* IT 5.50'E position of 
unknown enemy unit, unreliable fix 
(D.D.I.C. 1033/10)

By D/F unknown enemy unit probable U- 
boat to northward of Baroes. (D.D.I.C. 
1332/10)

By D/E unknov.n enemy unit probable 
^-boo-t 59.30*11 2.50*E. Unreliable fix 
(D.D.I.C. 1106/10)

Aircraft reported submarine 60.4’IT 1.
50*E course 350° speed S knots sub
marine dived on sighting aircraft 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1126/10)

60.5*IY 1.40’E course 000G (Capt (S) 9 
1837/10 to RUBIS)

D.B. bearings indicate U-boat patrols 
between Shetland Is. and Ilorwegian 
coast. (D.D.I.C., 2359/10)

56.53*IT 2.10 *W Shore report D.3. (C. in 
C., Rosyth 2344/10, 2336/10)

55.4 *I'T 1.13 *W Reported by dan laying 
yacht YARTA (C. in C., Rosyth 2546/10.

58.55*17 2.30*E Indefinite position 
(I.C.0.1438/40) (D.D.I.C., 2226/10)

54.29*11 0.29 *W Reported by SYRIHGA

By D/E 59.0*17 0.30*E Unreliable fir. 
(D.D.I.C. 1645/10)
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Eon day .

U-BOAT CA, -PAI GIT & ...II[IHG

1712

1512

1555 .

Estimated j/is o o s itions

By D/P 58.33’IT 5.15*3. Unreliable fix 
(D.D.I.C. 1755/10)

By D/F 56. IT 9.30*W Unreliable fix 
D.D.I.C. 1816/10)

59.10* IT 1.30*E indefinite position 
(I.C. 0478/40)

1 in Bay of Biscay.
1 West of Ireland, homeward bound.
1 north of Shetlands, homeward bound. 
5 in m0rth Sea.
(D.D.I.C. 1150/10)

U-boat possibly through Bair Isle 
ohannel E to \V tonight, Bonday. 
D.D.I.C., 1351/10)

Submarines attacked

^  Trawler HICKORY attacked southbound 
submarine at 120° Hartlepool 5* (C. in 
0., Kosyth 0256/10) WOOLSTOK to in
vestigate. (C. ;n C. Rosyth, 0707/10)

attacked submarine in 61.42 IT., 3.56 W 
297 Buckle Blugga 100* (milRLUTLD, 
2048/10, to REPULSE and IT.0.I.C. Scapa 
Plow) Continue hunt until successful 
or for 24 hours (REPULSE to WHIRLY/IKD 
2148/10)

No/- H<C-K<JR Y - L . o- rj
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SITUATION REPORT

11.6. î O.
Tuesday.

Prance

Operation
"Cycle"

Paris

Cherbourg

Attach on 
Ships in 
Trondheim

Evacuation of British and French troops from 
Havre proceeded, although of the transports 
which were waiting during the afternoon 
one was set on fire and 2 "beached following 
air attack. All lighting and water services 
in Havre were cut off at 1200.

Off St- Valery the ships were kept at sea 
"by fog, and little was accomplished. Ashore, 
it was reported at 0830/11 that transport 
was very disorganised and the enemy were all 
round. It was estimated that there v/ere 
60,000 troops in all, "very few of value." 
Air support was required all day. It was 
intended to embark the whole force tonight. 
Petrol, rations and ammunition are short.

Foimed units are to be conveyed to Cherbourg, 
unformed to the U.K.

The French Government left Paris today for 
Tours.

3 magnetic mines v/ere exploded in Cherbourg.

Air.

One battlecruiser, 2 cruisers, 3 destroyers and 
2 supply ships were reported at anchor in 
Trondheim 1000/11 by a coastal command aircraft 
which had been searching the area. 12 Hudsons 
attacked these ships at 114-27/11> and 36 250 lb. 
bombs v/ere dropped. . Three direct hits were 
seen on the 2 cruisers and one of the supply 
ships is also thought to have been hit. Tv/o 
of our aircraft v/ere lost.

The W/T stations on Utsire (S. Norway) was 
bombed at 0825/11 and two near misses were 
made to the W/T mast.

Normal coastal patrols were flown 11/6 and all 
dusk and night patrols.

German aircraft were active near Sumburgh Head 
(Shetlands), possibly engaged in mine laying.



War Diary

SITUATION REPORT

185

11.6.UO. 
T u e s d a y .

VANDYCK sunk

Norway.

A report from Stockholm state:
, A B V 
t'-rwwrfiAn*1

that n.-t.1. G .
VANDYCK was sunk off Andenes (liarstad) pm/10. 
5 of her crew are missing and 6 seriously 
wounded. It is thought she was torpedoed.

Concentration 
of shipping

+  I

Air reconnaissance yesterday located 30 German 
merchant ships dispersed in fiords between 
Kristiansand North and Aalesund. These may 
be transports, and if so, their maximum 
carrying capacity may be about one division 
of troops.

Italian Hostilities

Air raid on 
Halt a

§

Italian aircraft made three attacks on Malta 
between 0l)-50 and sunset. In the first raid 
10 planes were employed of which 1). were shot 
down. Little damage was done And there v/ere 
few casualties. The dockyard was not damaged. 
The first raids were on military objectives, 
but the last was definitely indiscriminate/ 
bombing.

A further 8 Italian ships were captured today 
and 10 scuttled themselves though only one 
succeeded in actually sinking herself, the 
remainder being beached or captured. IANZ0CC0 
which was intercepted yesterday, is reported 
to be ashore near Peterhead.
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Coast defences

Stour

Brightlingsea 
A.P. Base 
H. LI. S. NEMO

Submarines

HOOD
DORSETSHIRE

Destroyers

1 8 6

Defence of U.K.

In addition to Batteries enumerated in 
Adty. 1956/28/5 it is proposed further to 
strengthen Coast Defences with 6" and U- 7" 
Naval Guns. (D. of L.D. 1729/11 to all 
C. in C.’s).

Port scheme (D. of L.D. , 2000/11).

Suggested use of Pishing Nets by Auxiliary 
Patrol Craft anchored at r4ght to foul 
propellers of possible high speed landing 
craft. (P. 0.1.C. Harwich 1900/11 to Adty.)

Movements

Vice Admiral Gordon Campbell open5̂ Auxiliary 
Patrol base at Brightlingsea as Captain 
a.m. 11/6. Name of base ship NEMO. (N.O.I.C. 
Brightlingsea, 1831/11)•

Positions 0600/12. (V.A.S. 1602/11, D.C., 
1736/11 amended 2319/11)-

To join U.S.3 at 0900 G.M.T./1U. Position. 
To be detached to Gibraltar when HOOD joins 
convoy. (V.C.N.S. 20h9/11) To join 
U.S.3 to supplement Convoy escort force 
as ordered by SHROPSHIRE (1st S.L. 1 5 W 1 1 ) *

On their arrival at Sullom Voe, FEARLESS take 
destroyers under his orders and proceed to 
63:00 N., 05:00 W . , thence steer north to join 

C. in C. , H.P. (R.A.D. , H.P. 1216/11).

HOME COMMANDS
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Operation ’’Cycle11

Situation 
St. Valery

Wounded embarked BROKE and GARDENIA going 
to Portsmouth. WELLINGTON, H.M.C.S. ST.LAURENT 
STALWART, Tug RESOLVE one Troop Carrier and 
a French Boat near, GOLDEN HARVEST and 
GOLDEN NEWS returning to Havre being unable to 
stay in St. Valery Harbour at low water. 
RESTIGOUCKE off $Teules taking Troops from 
beach. Officer landed saw Chief of Staff 
51 Division. (Broke 0530/11).

BROKE Arrived St- Valery. Am establishing 
communication with Military. (BROKE 0055/11 
to C. in C., Portsmouth).

GARDENIA
shelled

Air attack

Ships to keep 
clear of coast.

Disposition of 
evacuated troops

St. Valer 
situation

Being shelled by Shore Batteries at 0615 
127° St. Valeria 7 miles (C. in C. , Portsmouth 
0755/11, GARDENIA 0615/11)•

Dive bombing on Transports Le Havre 
(HARVESTER 1233/11).

Am being attacked by enemy aircraft at 310 
Fecamp 7 (? CODRINGTOIT 1218/11 to Culver W/T 
Station).

Pending decision as to evacuation as far as 
possible all ships to be kept clear of coast 
(C. in C., Portsmouth 0308/11).

Your 0232. All formed bodies to go to 
Cherbourg. Shiploads of stragglers to U.K. 
Small numbers to Havre. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
0525/11 to S.N. 0. small craft).

Transport very disorganised. Am organising 
bridgehead as enemy all round. Estimate 
60,000 troops in all, very few of value.
Air support required all day. Suggest 
attempt evacuate this evening, too many for 
dark. All French expect evacuation.
(ileta 0330/11 to War Ofilce).

Force to embark Intend embark whole force tonight if enough 
tonight ~ ships and boats available. If cannot complete

tonight propose continue A. M. Wednesday.
French now 5000 but may reach 10,000, time and 
beaches will be signalled. Embarkation 
tonight considered essential owing probability 
of attack and shortage petrol, rations, and 
ammunition. (51st Divn., 08U5/11 to C. in C., 
Portsmouth).
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Situation 
St. Volery 
09^i

Cherbourg

Apportionment 
of res ; onsibility

Havre

HARVESTER
shelled

French to give 
orders

Ships to retire

St. Vnlery

1 1 . 6 .  IjjO. 
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS

Operation "Cycle"

51st Divn. is formed in hollow square on 
St. Valery. S.W. flank extends to rnifi m  ii~, 'Vet'rit.yif- 
River, IT. E. flank lx miles from St. Valery 
extending about 6 miles inland. IT.L.O. 
arranging with H. Q. for evacuation. (SALADI1T 
0952/11 to C. in C., Portsmouth).

Facilities intact and port open to treated 
ships (B. IT. L.O. Marceau 0957/1 to Adty.)

Impossible for Corps Cdr. approach Seine. He 
estimates now 10,000 and British 12,000, total 
22,000. Air control round bridgehead essential 
(51 Divn. 1010/11 to V. 0. ).

Appreciate evacuation 51st Divn. is matter for 
French decision and have told French Admiral so. 
My object is to maintain sufficient craft on 
coast for evacuation if required. Small craft 
in squadrons under S.0. in SALADIN and trans
ports controlled by S.0. Afloat in C0DRINGT0N.
No last minute action possible as most vessels 
very slow and limited endurance. (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 1023/11 to 1st S.L.).

Air-raids throughout greater part of night 
with minor damage to Docks. Brigadier considers 
local defence position weak owing exhaustion 
of British Troops. French rearguard troops 
now entering town. Estimated 11,000 British 
for evacuation here (S.IT. 0. Havre 1030/11 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth).

Am being shelled 10’ W. of Havre. No hits 
(HARVESTER 1239/11).

No evacuation to be carried out without French 
authority. Give information most suitable 
places for landing supplies. (W. 0. to 51st. 
Divn. 1 21x0/11).

In view of bombing, Warships and Transports off 
Havre and Valery to retire north-westward and 
be prepared to return (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1328/11 to C0DRINGT0N).

Appears i)Ossible evacuation in St- Valery area 
may be up to 60,000 and may begin this evening. 
Do you need more transports tonight? (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 1U12/11 to CODRINGTON). ^  f.
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Operation "Cycle”

11.6.2+0.
Tuesday.

Shelling Heavy shell and air bombardment on St. Valery 
and Veules. Impossible land either place 
at present. Small craft collecting 5 to 7 
miles to seaward (S.IT.O. Afloat Havre 12+17/11 
to C. in C., Portsmouth).

Your 11+12. Yes. (C0DRIITGT01T 1516/11 to C. in 
C., Portsmouth).

Air support Continuous air support required to neutralise
0* #  required enemy air and batteries. (N.L.O. to C in C.

Portsmouth, Reed. 1622/11).

Scale of enemy air attack will now prohibit 
ships and small craft working during daylight 
hours on French Coast (D.O.D/H^ 1537/11 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth).

Havre being heavily bombed (VEGA 2323/11).

Tonigiat last 51st Divn. now reports tonight last possible
chance of chance evacuating 12,000 British and 12,000
evacuation French. You may continue in daylight if

enemy opposition permits. Strong air support 
asked for. (C. in C., Portsmouth 2315/11 to 
S.N. 0. Afloat).

C  A  30 Ships being 12 French Patrol Vessels 800 each, 6"2+00 each,
™  sent and 12 trawlers 50 each being sent from Havre

to assist evacuation (C. in C., Portsmouth 
2155/11 to CODRIITGT01T).

Disposition of Cancel Adty. 2056/9- Ships bringing off troops
troops evacuated are to proceed as follows:- (a) From Havre.

Formed bodies of British to Cherbourg. Only 
French to any French port. Mixed or unformed 
British to U. K. (b) From other ports or 
beaches. 0nly French to any French port.
Mixed or British to U.K. Ports xbr disembark
ation in U.K. are Portsmouth. Southampton, 
Weymouth, or Newhaven (D. 0. D(_HT) 2055/11 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth).

Carrying capacity of vessels about 17>500 
(C0DRIHGT0N 202+8/11 to 51 at Divn.).

French authority given. (51st Divn. 2030/11 
to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Owing to loss of 2+ transports request if more 
sent as soon as possible (S.IT.O. Havre 1915/11 
to C. in C. Portsmouth).
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HOLE COMMANDS•

Operation "Cycle11

Evacuation to 
commence

Intend commence evacuation forthwith (S.1T. 0. 
Havre 171+0/1 1 to S.H. O.A).

Proceed with evacuation of troops as soon as 
you can arrange it. (S.1T. 0. Havre, 1637/11 to 
CODKINGTON).

Can we have air reconnaissance and systematic 
bombing of any movement seen. (51st Divn. 
1830/11 to W.0. ).

French Coast

policy that warships should he used only to 
cover and organize an evacuation and not 
for embarkation of troops. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
1112/11 to S. N. 0. Afloat in C0DRINGT0N).
Your 1112/11 Adty. Iiave no objection to 
destroyers being used to carry troops but do 
not v/ish them to be unnecessarily exposed to 
bombers by day. (D.O.D.(H) 2027/11 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth).

Operation H completed (C.0."H” Force 00U5/11 
to Adty.)

French Coast

Following from GARDENIA. Warn H.M.S. SNAPPER 
French Coast German shore shelling Fecamp.
(C. in C., Portsmouth, 0816/11).

Operation C.P.

Have turned over duties of S. IT. 0. Afloat, Havre 
to VEGA and am proceeding to Saint Valery 
before sailing. (S.H.O. Afloat, Havre,
1125/11)•
Am being attacked by enemy aircraft position 
Havre (VEGA 11+20/11 to Whitehall).
Dive bombing attack by large number aircraft 
one transport on fire two hit and beached. 
Request Fighter protection. (VEGA 11+56/11 to 
Whitehall).
Am being attacked by enemy aircraft Havre.
(VEGA 1725/11).

Warships not to 
embark troops

In view of importance of conserving naval
4* T-\ -w* r-'v o n  o  4* *i A r c  1 I  "1 O A 4” T r  *forces for other operations, it is Adty.’ s
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations 

Narvik Area

Names of British vessels now at sea en route 
fro.- Narvik area are contained in R.A. 
Narvik's 2006/3, 2006/5, F.O. Narvik's 
1520/8 and 0022/8 and F.O.I.C.S. 0803/8 and 
0001/8. Adty. 1653/8. Names of Norwegian 
warshiys that may he proceeding Faroes 
(list of 2 guardships, 7 trawlers, 2 whalers, 
and 2 submarines (B. 1 and B. 3) (D. O.D. (H), 
1628/11 to C. in C. , H.F. ).

Air

By 12 Hudsons of 269 Sqdn. from Sumburgh, 
left 1130. Over target, 63:26 N. , 10:25 E. , 
at 11+37. In four flights of three aircraft 
in line astern 38 S.A. P. 250-lb. bombs 
dropped in salvo. There were 1 battleship,
2 cruisers, 3 destroyers and 2 supply ships. 
1 cruiser in centre was singled out for 
attack. Aircraft A,B,D and E report direct 
hits on the bows of the first cruiser, and 
nearmisses on either side. Aircraft C and D 
resort direct hits on second cruiser. 
Aircraft 0 and Q report smoke issuing from 
one of the supply vessels which were in the 
pattern of the bombs. Aircraft J reports 
seeing Hudson aircraft being attacked by 
5 enemy fighters of Me.109 type. Aircraft 
attacked is presumed to be G-. which is 
missing. Aircraft P presumed brought down 
by A/A fire. Throughout the raid intense 
and accurate A/A fire experienced from the 
warships, none observed from the vicinity 
of the* town. No hits were observed on the 
battleship. (Donibristle A. C. H.Q. , 201+0/11).

My 1526/10. In view of there being no 
darkness and the strong fighter force at 
Trondheim, it has been decided by the 
Cabinet that an attack on ships in Trondheim 
by Swordfish aircraft is not justified.
Attack by Skuas is at your discretion. 
(V.C.N.S. 1022/11 to C. in C. , K. F. ).
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A ir .

B r i t i s h  A ir  A c t i v i t y  (C o n td .)

3ergen etc.

r  •

P rop ose t o  a t t a c k  B ergen a s  so o n  a s  
p o s s i b l e  u s in g  B Bombs W M ines and a i l^  o th e r  
ty p e s  o f  Bombs X can la y  hands on a t  t h e  f i r s t  
a v a i la b le  o p p o r tu n ity . Then I  c o n s id e r  th e  
enemy n a v a l u n i t s  a t  Trondheim  sh o u ld  De bombed 
th en  S ta v a n g e r  f o l lo w e d  by Trondheim  and 
B ergen e t c .  Most im p o rta n t to  k eep  th e  n a v a l  
u n i t s  a t  Trondheim under o b s e r v a t io n  f o r  
bom bing. (A. D. C. i n  C. , C o a s ta l Command.,
2000/ 11).
R e co n n a issa n c e  o f  Trondheim  F io r d  oy B len h eim s  
w i l l  b e  c a r r ie d  o u t tom orrow W ednesday a t  0 5 0 0 ,  
1 0 3 0 ,  1 8 0 0  h o u rs. (C . i n  C . , R osyth  2 2 1 2 / 1 1 ) .

Er^emy A ir  Act i v i t y

BARON ELPHINST0NE See U -boat Campaign.

Convoy Attacked

Co-operation 
with E-boats

Norway

Add to  my 2 1 1 9 / 1 0  ( e s t i m a t i o n  o f  German 
a i r c r a f t  o p e r a t in g  from  N orw egian Aerodrome;
1 grouo of ~ 1+0 Dive Bombers JU 8 7  at .
Trondheim  (D.D.I.C. to C. in C. , H.F. 0 9 3 6 / 1 1 )

Tromso Convoy h a s b e e n  m ach ine-gun ned b y  one 
German S e a p la n e . No damage. (CAMPBELL t o  
A .C .O .S. s e e  D o n ib r is t le  0 5 3 0 / 1 1  t o  A d t y . ,

A ir c r a f t  from  K.G. 1+ has carried out some _ 
form o f  operational training on 2 c o n s e c u t iv e  
nights. This activity controlled by NEST 
and PILLATJ may have consisted o f  co-operation 
w ith  motor torpedo boats. (Air hin. D.3.529,*

Enemy I n t e l l i g e n c e

3 C r u is e r s  and 1+ d e s t r o y e r s  i n  s i g h t  my 
p o s i t i o n  6 3 : 2 6  N. , 10:21+ E. ( a i r c r a f t  o f  
251+ Sqdn. 1001+/H » 1 0 3 5 / 1 1 ) -

C r u is e r s  r e p o r te d  a t  Trondheim  a r e  a p p a r e n tly  
1 B a t t l e c r u i s e r ,  2 c r u is e r s  unknown, and 1+ 
d e s t r o y e r s .  (C. i n  C. , R o sy th , 11+26/ 11 , .
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Approaches

k Destroyers

WASHINGTON

I.I.T. Convoys

11.6.1+0.
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HOME COMMANDS

Eneny Intelligence

1 destroyer hearing 024-5° 5 miles course 
000° my position 006. 59° N. 2° W. (NORTHERN 
SKY 1014-0/11 to Kirkwall) Probably FEARLESS 
(F.O.C.N.P. , 1114-0/11).

Enemy surface craft reported attacking F. N.93 
near Smiths Knoll. (C. in C. Nore 0121/11 to 
JACKAL). Possibly E boat (R.A.(S) to 
submarines on patrol 0235/ 1 1).

2314-5 li- or 5 unknown shins (probably E boats) 
off Scheldt, course S.W. (I.C. 01+79A O ) . 
Aircraft at Trondheim 1000/11 saw SCHARNHORST, 
two cruisers unknown, and 2+ destroyers, all 
appeared anchored in 63:27 N. , 10:23 E. 
(Donibristle, 2025/11).

Since 0214-6/11 there has been much signalling . 
from German units approx, latitude 02+2° N. , 
mean of bearing 215° from Land’s End. (C. in C.
W. A. , 1814-6/ 11) ( see U-boat Campaign).

Am convinced enemy ships from Trondheim are 
using charted inter-island routes on east side 
of Fro Havet. Intend zig-zag course off 
Sves Fiord. (CLYDE, 071V11).

Unknown German Unit or Units by D/F 215° 
from Lands End latitude about 2+2° N. (F. O.C.N. A. j 
1956/11 to CARNARVON CASTLE). 1

Bearing 180° 8 miles course 255° position 
63:2+0 N. 8:26 E. (Aircraft 114X4.5/11).

Shipping
*

American, left Lisbon 1700/10 for Galway 
with American citizens on board. Route given 
(D.C. 0057/11 to C. in C. , W.A.)

In future M.T. Convoys will leave Methil at 
1300, close escort subsequently escorting 
F. S. leaving Tyne at OI4.OO on following day.
(C. in C. , Rosyth, 1208/1. )?/i\
Essential that 2 escort vessels should be 
available for each convoy. 12+ effective 
vessels necessary. Requested that an additional I 
escort vessel may be lent. (C. in C. Rosyth, 
1156/11 to Adty.)
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North Sea
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Miscellaneous

Summary of Methods of Attack by, and Counter- 
Attack against, E Boats attacking a convoy. 
(A.C.H. S. 2325/11 General Message).

f0at her

Wind Weather Visibility

Generally Extensive Moderate to
light, vari- fog in poor, improving
able. central & from West.

northern
part.

Light and 
variable.

S. W. or W. 
light to 
moderate.

W. light to 
moderate.

Light or 
moderate to 
variable.

Pine to 
cloudy with 
some haze.

Local fog
in eastern 
area.

Cloudy.

Generally 
fine to 
cloudy.

Mainly good.

Moderate to 
poor in E. 
good in V.

Good.

Moderate to 
good.
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H.M.S. VANDYCK.

HAUGHTGN HALL.

ANTVERPIA 
Sank 19/5.

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS.

OlM.Ql.(Guardship) reported by , Stockholm 1133/11 
sunk off Andenes p.m. 10/6. No details except 
names of 5 missing and 6 seriously wounded. 
(D.C. 0424/12, ANA., Stockholm, 1133/11). 
VANDYCK empty. Last seen 070°44’N., 010°
OO’E. at 0700 9th June. Failed to join, convoy. 
DELIGHT sent to find her, has joined me having 
failed to do so and to communicate with her on 
500 Kc/s.SSELLESMERE reports speaking VANDYCK 
in above position. (C.S.20., 2348/11).

Due at Capetown 9/6 not yet arrived (S.O.(I)., 
Capetown 1648/11).

Belgian (4932 tons) believed sunk by enemy A/C 
in Boulogne Roads night 19/5 and not off Dun
kirk 28/5 as at first reported. There was 
one survivor of her crew and 40 missing (D.S.).
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North Atlantic

French positions at 1300/11, convoys and 
patrols' (D.C. 0756/11 to C. in C. , W.A.).

ARGUS
*

STtjpY

To join convoy U.S.3 0900 G. M. T./1U* Position.

To sail for U.K. as soon as convenient 
opportunity for escort duty offers. (A.C.N.S.(F) 
2031/11).

Mediterranean

British and 
Norwegian 
Ship ang

12 British ships, 2 Norwegian and 1 Dutch 
were in the Central Medit. area ("between 3° E. 
and 25° E.) 11/6. I4. British and 2 Norwegian
ships were due at Gibraltar 11/6 and 6 British 
and b Norwegian ships at Marseilles. 38 British 
10 Norwegian ships were in Western Medit. 
ports and 52 British and 5 Norwegian and 2 
Dutch ships were in Eastern Medit. ports 
including Malta. There were 3 Norwegian ships 
"but no British in Italian ports on 11/6.

Mines Secret source reports zone Trapani,to Pantellaria
mined. Coastal batteries from Pozzalo to 
Vittoria. Constant troop departures to 
Sardinia and Albania (S.0.1. Malta 1901/10 to 
Adty.)

Malta Raid Malta attacked by unidentified aircraft at
1 0500/11 (H.Q. Med. 0515/11 to Air Min.)

1 plane shot down. (V. A. Malta 07^+0/11).

Enemy
intelligence

Air reconnaissance. Naples 0830/10. l;-6" 
cruisers, 1+ destroyers AVIERE class, no s/ms. 
Cagliari 114.30/8 b T. Bs and 8 submarines.
(D.D. I.C. 1016/11 to C. in C. , Med.)

Suez Canal Navigation lights in Suez Canal ordered to be
" ........ extinguished and use of searchligilts for

transmitting forbidden. This involves 
suspending navigation during dark hours. 
(S.B.N.0. , Suez Canal Area 171V10 to 
C. in C., Med.)

French Fleet Disposition of French Fleet in Medit. (B.IT.L. 0. 
Marceau 1930/11 to Adty.)
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Fresh water to 
he contraband

Air Operations

British Contra- 
band Control

Italian Contra
band Control

R.A.F. Raids

11.6. IlO.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

LIed i terranean (Contd.)

Fresh water not carried for ships use is to 
be treated as contraband (D.E.W. D. 194-0/11 
to C. in C. Lledit. ).

Adty. 2010/10 to B. N.L.O. Toulon. Can carry 
out dusk dive bombing attacks but any 
casualties will prejudice success of 
operation Adriatic and Trieste. Propose 
awaiting arrival of Lieut. Goodman’s stores. 
(Britnad, Hyeres, 1217/11)•

All neutral vessels entering the Medit. 
are to be detained for Contraband Control 
pending decision by M.E.W. except as 
regards Spanish vessels which should for 
the present continue to be dealt with as in 
892 ARFAR. M.E.W. Message 1200/7/6 is to 
be applied to all Spanish ships whose final 
destination is a Spanish port. Attention is 
directed to Adty. signal 1657/11/5*
(D.E.W.D. 1414/11 to F.0. C.N.A. ).

The Italians have established Contraband 
Control stations in the Straits of Messina 
and in order to induce Neutral shipping to 
pass that v/ay have declared the sea between 
Sicily and Tunisia a mined area east of 10:00 
E. south of 38:00 N. and west of a line 
drawn from the frontier between Libya and 
Tunisia to the intersection of 35*00 IT. and 
15:20 E. and from there to Syracuse in Sicily.

R.A.F. reconnaissances over Tobruk a.m. on 11 tl 
June report sighting 3 large transports,
.1+ or 5 twin funnelled ships, 10 to 15 smaller 
craft and some Flying Boats in Harbour.
3 Submarines Nationality doubtful 6 to 7 
miles off Tobruk.

' Successful air raid on (a) EL. ADEI . Aerodrome 
bombed direct hits on ground aircraft and 
petrol set ablaze: (b) Massawa and Gera, 
direct hits on Hangars and ground aircraft:
(c) Asmara. Bombed reliability A.1 (S.0.1., 
Alexandria 1741/11)*
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FOREIGN STATIONS
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Mediterranean (Contd.)

Enemy Imperial Airways’ pilot reports sighting
Intelligence 2 large warships, and several destroyers,

course E. N.E. 60 miles W.N. '7. of Malta at 
0916/ 10. 2 submarines on surface course
easterly midway between Pantellania and 
Sicily at Oi+55/10. 1 submarine 20 miles
S.W. of Sardinia at 1353/10. (D.D.I.C. 2108/11 
to C. in C., Medit.)

My 1953/10. Ships employed transporting 
troops from Italy to Libya (11+). Many others 
also employed. Ports of departure Naples 
and Beri with occasional call at Palermo.

* Ports of arrival Tripoli and Benghasi, also 
Tobruk and Derna. War Office estimate troops 
in Libya apjorox. 2l|-0,000.. (D.N.I., 2100/11).

East Indies

British Dispositions Following are present dispositions on
East Indies Station: Red Sea Force. Straits
of Bab-el-Handeb and Cover to shipping in 
Red Sea. GRIMSBY attempting to round up 
Italian ships in North, COLOMBO, AITTENOR, 
CARAIBE. Italian Somaliland Coast as in my 
1017/11. RANCHI rounding up Italian ship 
GERUSALEMME and TIMAlfO No th of Durban latter 
now beached. H.M.S. CARTHAGE escorting 
TARjLIltA from Durban to Mombasa. DRAGON on 
passage Mombasa to Durban. CATHAY patrolling 
off Marmagoe. CERES in Ceylon area, 
escorting convoy B. C. Persian Gulf Divn.
H.M.I.S. LAWRENCE and H.M.I.S. INDUS Mouth 
of Shatt-el-Arab. FALMOUTH straits of Ormuz. 
H.M.I.S. HINDUSTAN at Bahrein. KIMBERLEY in 
dock at Bombay completing 13th June.
(C. in C . , E.I. 1225Z/11).

Estimated In Massawa or Massawa area; Flotilla Leaders
Disposition of X&KE TIGRE, PANTERA, LEONE, destroyers 
Italian Warshins FRANCESCO NULLO, NAZARIO SAURO, DAHIELE
------- “ ” MANIN, CESARE BATTISTI, GIOVANNI C-. ACERBI,

VINCENZO G.ORSINI. Submarines GALILEO 
FERRARIS, GALILIO GALILEI, PERLA, EVANGELISTA 
TORRICELLI, ARCHIMEDE, MACALLE. GBLVa 'I 
GUGLIilMOTTI^. (2 of these Submarines are 
believed to be at Assab). Part 2 follov/s.
(C. in C., E.I. 0S12Z/11).

Transport to 
Libya
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CARAIBE

Shipping diverted

Cotton at 
Port Sudan

Shipping

Italian S/K's.

East Indies (Contd.)

My 0812/11 Part 2. Cm A'IAS- Numbers 20i|. 206 
210 213 216. Sloop ERITREA RKTH2E Patrol 
Vessel PORTO CORSINI Minesweeper and Layer 
OSTIA Minesweeper GUISEPPE BIGLIERI Oiler 
NIOBE. Recent unconfirmed reports indicate 
presence of Italian Warships in Italian 
Somaliland Ports but their presence is 
regarded as improbable. Para 2 concerning 
potential Armed Merchant Cruisers follows. 
(C. in C., E.I. 0816Z/11).

French A. Li. C. left Kilindini 0350/11 G.n. T. 
(N.O.I.C. Kilindini to C. in C. , East Indies)

Until further orders any British or Norwegian 
ships bound for Suez or Red Sea ports with 
Government Cargo is to be sent to Bombay.
(C. in C., E.I. 2307Z/10).

Your 1901Z/6 (cotton valued at 1^ million 
pounds warehoused at Port Sudan) Ministry of 
shipping prefers wait till Red Sea Convoys 
running, (m . 1710/11 to C. in C. E.I.)

I n ’view of general British merchant shipping 
Ships position 10th June cancel my 2306 10th 
June (II) British and Norwegian Merchant 
Ships now at or subsequently arriving at 
Aden are to proceed as follows (ill) Chartered 
Oilers and other ships with supplies for services 
in Eastern Mediterranean to Bombay to await 
convoy (IV). Any other ships originally 
northbound but now recalled are to proceed to 
Mombasa and the Cape (V) Ships originally 
zniER Southbound in Red Sea and ordered to 
continue on their voyages are to be cleared 
as soon as possible for their destinations.
(C. in C. E. Indies HOlZ/11 to N.O.I.C. Aden)

There is reason to believe th t there may oe 
as many as eight Italian submarines in the 
Red Sea or off the coast of Italian Somaliland:- 
GALILEO FERRARIS, GALILEO GALILEI, PKRLA, 
EVANGELISTA, TORRICELLI, ARCHIMEDE, IM.CALLE 
and G3LVANI. GUGLIEtiOTTIO.
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Italian S/M’ s, 
(Cont)

East Indies (Cont)

Your O6I+72/II Report of Italian s/m ARCHIMEDE 
originated from reliable Army source. No 
indications as to vicinity of operations "but 
possibly local exercises from Massawa. (D. D. I.C. 
210(/11 to C. in C. E.I)

Shipping.

Italian 
Merchant 
Ships.

Curacao.

BRENNERO

ROMOLO

All Neutral ships entering or leaving Red Sea 
to he diverted and detained at Aden pending 
decision hy M.E.W. except those East-hound shoe 
first port of call is British or Allied. (ufko-xc) 
(D.E.W.D. 11+15/11 to C.C.S.O. Aden)

Protection of A.P.C Oil installation (S.iT. 0. 
Persian Gulf 1610/11 to Adty.)

PENS ILVANIA, CARSO, INTEGRITAS, ADRIA and 
SAVOIA may he making for Somaliland ports.
Orders to interceot, to COLOMBO, ANTENOR 
and CARAIBE (C. in C. E.I. 1017Z/11)

Ame:-ica and West Indies.

Dutch Curacao not yet at war with Italy and are 
doubtful about holding Italian ships there. 
Request information of Dutch decision.
(C. in C. , A.W.I., 0933/11)
Suggestion to put sug. r in petrol abandoned 
in France (C. in C. A. 7.1. 113U/H)
Italian shown as Naval auxiliary vessel in OU 
No. 6118 (3) Now in New York. Suggest 2k hours 
notice to sail or he interned. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 
1756/ (11)

Australia.

Italian ship resembling, reported 0100Z/10 in 
11° 1+5’ S. I630 0 ’ E- corn'se 20° speed 12 knots. 
MANOORA searching. (A. C.N. B. 0837Z/11)

■
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I ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIRS.

/ Between 3/9/39 and 10/6/40 Germany sank 8
Italian merchant ships of a total tonnage of 
37,619 tons.

Seized or 
scuttled on out- 
break of war.

Name. Tonnage. ĵ cr ts. Remarks.

ERICA 4704
i

Liverpool Seized.
MING10 5404 I t f t

GABBIAN0 6584 I f f t

ANGELINA LAUR0 5787 1* i t

ANDREA 5152 Newcastle f t

ELIOS 5202 f t t>

PELLICE 5360 Sailed Tyne Captured.
June 9.

MUGNONE 5213 Sailed from Captured &
Tune June 10taken to

Me thil.
PAMIA 6245 f t  f t f t

BARBANA G. 6561 ** i t t t

MOSCARDIN 4419 f t  f t t t

MARZOCCO 5106 Sailed from Intercepted
Sunderland 2359/10 &
0615/9 for scuttled
Falmouth. herself but

• want ashcce.
GIOACHINA LAURO 5345 Hartlepool. Seized.
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Scuttled etc.

ES^UILION 
MONTE PIANA

ALABAMA

ITALIAN M-PiOiiANT SNIPS.

Name. Tonnage. Ports. Remarks.

LAVORO 8000) Gibraltar Claimed by
OLTERRA 4995) (do) Spanish as be

ing beached 
after scuttlinf 
off Spanish 
territory at 
N. end of Bay. 
Spanish crews 
on board.

PAGAO 6101 Gibraltar Sunk.
TIMAVO 7549

V 27°491S ., 
32°36'E.

^  Ahhore, may be 
^  salved.

(GERUSALEMME 8052 Lourenco
Marques

Arrived 11/6. 
Erroneously 
reported 
ashore.) .

ESQUILINO 8657 Aden Captured.
MONTE PIANA 5890 Aden Beached

Foreign Stations.

At Aden. Both abandoned and began scuttling
at 2200. Naval armed guard prevented scuttling
of ESQUILH90 and MONTE PIANA successfully 
beached. (N.O.I.C. Aden, 0540Z/11 to G-in-C., 
East Indies).

Curacao reports Italian tanker 30 miles from 
Marazaibo outward bound. 5000 tons. (S.O.I., 
Kingston, Jamaica 1435/11 to Adty). A French 
aux^tilaijry cruiser tried to board her, whereupcr 
she tried to scuttle herself and was beached. 
There is reason to believe that Italian M/V's 
intend to make for Northern Norwegian or Irish 
ports. (D.N.1.0030/11) .
Appears Italian M/V's have orders to scuttle 
to avoid capture. Action at (A),(B), and (C)., 
in Adty. telegram 834a of 23 November, 1939 
to apply to Italian M/V's as well as to 
German. (A.C.N.S. 1740/11).
My 2252/10 GMT. Ships from Tyne have been 
captured. (C-in-G., */.A., 0941/11).
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3A i 's Reported.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND LINING. (Contd.)

Mediterranean.

3 S/M's reported by A/C 32.11 N ., 24.00 E., 
7 miles.

DIAMOND reported S/M 35°55'N., 14°32'E, off 
entrance to Grand Harbour, Malta.

38°10’N, 0°20'i(i, off Alicante. Reported by 
French GOUVERNEUR GENERAL LERINE.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Ships Attacked.

BARON ELPHINST ONE (4635 tons) was attacked by torpedo 0052/11
escaped. off Gross Sand, coast of Norfolk, and by A/C

at about 0215/11 (D.C.N.S. 231). Ship un
damaged.

ST. RONAIG British, 509 tons, from Channel Islands.
./recked, probably by mine, 1 mile N.W. of W. 
Breakwater Light, Newhaven. Loud explosion 
at 1100/11, when the ship was in a dense fog. 
Master and 3 of crew landed. 4 others killed. 
(N.O.I.C., Newhaven, 1723/11).

ATHEL^PRINCE Tanker, 8782 tons, which left London on 2une 7
for Gienfuegos, reported to have been torpedoed 
at 2300/11 in 43.24’N., 13.30 W., but was 
torpedoed shortly after leaving it. (Base ship) 
Scapa, 1016/12).

ZINOVAI Greek (2975 tons) sunk by mine off Pantellaria. |
Sunk.

MOUNT HYMETTUS Greek (5820 tons) reported torpedoed 150 miles
West of Finisterre (D.C.N.S. 264).

S/M*S Reported.

0930 36°53’N, 3°6'E (off Algiers) French report.

1206 By A/C 60°30'N., 00°30'E. .

1215 By A/C 60°40*N., 00°18'E. S/M dived immediately
(C-in-C., Rosyth 14444/11).

? 42°N, 13°W. approx, by bearings from Casablanca I
(D.N.I. 2318/11.

0500 Reported by liner WASHINGTON, 42.12 N., 12.50W. J
about 190 miles W. from Vigo.

1800 Coast watching report of S/M in Rosses Bay
55°1*N, 8°28’W., B .2 (IC.0479/40).

2300 43.24'N., 13.20'W., about 180 miles W. from
Cape Finisterre.

British ATHElTlRINCE attacked. IV-/ i
1118 By A/C on surface at 1215/11 72'N.S. of LerwickJ

0246 Since 0246/11 much refuelling from German
units, approx, latitude 042°N., mean of 
bearing 215°from Land's End. (C-in-C., W.A., 
1846/11). My 1846/11. Further reports indicata 
U-boatiin position 42°00'N, 13*00'W. (ACWA, 
0014/12).



Extracts from Broadcast 'by- 
Re ar Aflra. Luetsc-w on the RhveTrsal of the Blockade.

DEUTSCHEANDSENDER, LONG WAVE IN GERMAN 
FOE GERMANY l8i+5 B.S.T. 5.6.^0.

London overseas trade exceeds that of every other port in 
the world. In consequence the famous London docks are enormous 
in extent. Their total length is 72 km, and in last years of peace, 
about 23,000 merchant-;ships anchored there every year. That is 
about 80 ships every day. These few examples suffice to show how 
sensible England’s trade is to the sea routes to London, and how 
a reduction of traffic to say nothing of its suspension or 
paralisation,' has a direct effect on the work and life of large- 
part of population.

In peacetime, London's sea traffic naturally extended in 
all directions. Apart from the obvious trade with Scandinavia, 
Norway, Belgium etc., London has, of course extensive trade with 
fishing ports on the Humber and the coal area of Ney/castle-on- 
Tyne. But none of this is anj^thing like equal to the traffic 
from the Atlantic and through the Straits of Dover. At the west 
exit of the Channel, all ships coming from North or South America, 
from India, from South Africa, and Gibraltar, unite. The sector 
from the West exit of the Channel to London therefore represents 
the chief artery of the British Empire. Every injury to this 
artery h  s far reaching effects.

And now a glance at the map suffices to show from what 
menacing closeness we are now endangering this, route. It is 
eviddnt that the Straits of Dover are the most exposed section and 
it was here that, the majority of submarine, air .and torpedo boat 
attacks from Ostend and Zeebrugge were made in the Great War. How 
much more effective, especially in view of increased power of our 
Air Force, will be our present day attacks, at much closer range, 
from various directions, and from the various bases between Ostend 
and Boulogne. A regular patrolling of this area, or even a barrage 
such as was practiced by England from 1917 onwards with increasing 
success-, is to-day no longer possible. On the other hand, the 
forces of our air fleet, navy and land forces, in proved co-operation 
will see to that after our opponent has been finally driven out, as 
soon as the necessary mopping up operations and repair works have 
buen carried out on the new German bases.

The English will then have to be glad about every steamer- 
which succeeds in'passing the Straits of Dover. Perhaps bad 
weather, fog and night will sometimes help them, but the short 
summer nights are not favourable for that. It should not be diffi
cult to keep such ships under observation in the afternoon, and then 
attack them. In any case, the attack will not be confined to one 
place. The Channel as far as the line Portsmouth-Cherbourg, 100 
sea miles west of the Straits of Dover, is within the range of*all- 
our naval and air forces from bases on the Belgian and French coast. 
Nov/, even the movements from Portsmouth to Cherbourg and from the • 
trade ports of Southampton, can be sensibly disturbed. And, by 
the occupation of Abbeville, the distance to .the west exit of the 
Channel for the attacks of our naval and air forces, is very greatly 
reduced. Compared to the distance from the German Bight, it is 
almost halved, from 600 to 300 sea miles or five hundred and fifty 
Ion. The English Admiralty will have to decide whether, in view of 
submarine attacks, it prefers to allow supply ships to come in 
large convoys, or in view of air danger, 6nly in small convoys.'

-1-



Former reference to the importance of the Thames might 
he countered with the suggestion that England could divert its 
imports to the great ports in the west, to Liverpool, Bristol and 
Cardiff. But that would not suffice, for nejther port arrangemen 
nor communications with the interior are in a position to receive 
large imports, nor to deal with them, quite apart from the fact th. 
the entire British 7/est Coast, including huge oil depots on the 
Bristol Channel, are within the range of our ^ir Force. And if t: 
Y/est ports are not adequate substitutes those on East Coast come e- 
less into the question. The disturbances caused by our .ir and 
Naval Forces already in the first months of the war are still in 
everyone's mind. They will now be increased by attacks from the 
Dutch and Norwegian coasts.

Under the impression of the joint Anglo-French attacks o: 
Holland in the Seventeenth Century, the cry arose in the threatene 
country which has now become proverbial "Holland in difficulties". 
In the present day, England allowed herself to be duped into the 
mad idea that this cry could be awoken in Germany. The tables ha' 
been turned. In spite of all the false reports of successes and 
victories in all the theatres of war which are served up to the 
English people, the man in the street over there will soon wake up 
and recognise that it is now England which is in difficulties. 
Encirclement, hemming-in and naval barrage have changed their fron 
and turned against the Island Kingdom, and the British Fleet which 
was, in the intention of political leaders, to be preserved undama 
ged for peace by a comfortable blockade, is now fighting a despera 
fight for England's very existence.

From Information Section, 
'N.I.D. 19.

Distribution. 6.6.1940-.

Private Office.
D.N.I.
A.C.N.S. (H).
A.C.N.8. (T).
C. 3.0. to 1st S.L..
D. O.D. (H).
O.I.C. .
V.C.N.S. (Sec.).
A dm. Holland.
Sec. 1.
D.T .D.
D.E.W.D.
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V/q dues day.

SITUATION REPORT

Oneration Cycle

Reconnaissance of 
Bergen

--ttaclc on Enemy 
j •_- -oats

Attempts to evacuate from St. Valery 
during the night 11/12 failed due to 
much fog off the coast. At 0100 
SALAD IT: reported that St, Valery town 
was full of enemy and the Reach was 
under heavy shell fire. At 0330 C. in 
C., Portsmouth decided that the last 
chance of saving the 51st Division would) 
he during the few hours after dawn to
day, and then only if the maximum fight
er protection could he given. This was 
arranged from 0515 to 0815 hy fighters 
over St. Valery itself, and our Coastal 
Command were to provide protection for 
the ships between St. Valery and 
Cherbourg.

SALADIR, IIAI1VESTER and other ships were : 
shelled when attempting to approach. 1 
At 1815 all ships were ordered to re
tire and a general evacuation was aban
doned. The whole of the 51st -division 
could not be embarked and some 6000 
were taken prisoners.

7000 FrenchAt Havre, 5000 British and 
troops remain. It is intended to 
evacuate them during the night.

Fighter Command sent patrols of 
2 squadrons at a time to give air pro
tection over the Havre area.

Am ll.T.B. working in conjunction with 
an aircraft removed British troops from 
a wreck just off Dunkirk.

A dawn reconnaissance was flown over 
the Bergen area, preparatory to a large 
scale attack on a large number of 
I-.V's there.

At 2345/11 a bomber command aircraft 
reported 5 unknown ships off the 
Scheldt, steorijafe 3.V. at 0115/12. 4 
ships were reported 15 miles N.W. of 
Ostend, steering ./est at 20 knots.
Their reports agreed with a previous 
intelligence report which stated that 
a flotilla of enemy R.T.B’s would 
make for Boulogne during the night.
2 Ansons left at 0220/12 to try to in
tercept and attack these ships.

, Three....



205

War Diary
12.6.1940,
Wednesday,

SITUATION REPORT

Oneration Cycle

Reconnaissance of
BeBergen

Attack on Enemy 
-A -^oats

Attempts to evacuate from St. Valery \ 
during the night 11/12 failed due to 
much, fog off the coast. At 0100 
SALADII! reported that 3t, Valery town 
was full of enemy and the "beach was 
under heavy shell fire. At 0330 0. in
C., Portsmouth decided that the last 
chance of saving the 51st Division would 
"be during the few hours after dawn to
day, and then only if the maximum fight
er protection could "be given. This was 
arranged from 0515 to 0815 "by fighters 
over St. Valery itself, and our Coastal 
Command were to provide protection for 
the ships between 3t. Valery and 
Cherbourg.

SALADIR, ILWRVESTER and other ships were <j 
shelled when attempting to approach.
At 1815 all ships were ordered to re
tire and a general evacuation was aban
doned. The whole of the 51st Division 
could not be embarked and some 6000 
were taken prisoners.

At Havre, 5000 British and 7000 Prench 
troops remain. It is intended to 
evacuate them during the night.

lighter Command sent patrols of 
2 squadrons at a time to give air pro
tection over the Havre area.

Dm L.C.D. working in conjunction with 
an aircraft removed British troops from 
a wreck just off Dunkirk.

A dawn reconnaissance was flown over 
the Bergen area, preparatory to a l_.rge 
scale attack on a large number of 
L.V's there.

At 2345/11 a bomber command aircraft 
reported 5 unknown ships off the 
Scheldt, steeriufc: 3.W. at 0115/12. 4 
ships were reported 15 miles IT.V/. of 
Ostend, steering Test at 20 knots.
Their reports agreed with a previous 
intelligence report which stated that 
a flotilla of enemy R.T.B’s would 
make for Boulogne during the night.
2 Hinsons left at 0220/12 to try to in
tercept and attack these ships.

/Three....
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Attack on Enemy 
E, lioats, Contd.

.lireraft lining

Narvik Convoy 

Expedition Preparing

Italian Hoatilitie_s 
Air Raid on _To_"br«&j:

Three air attacks were made "between 
1200 and 2400 on 5 A.T.B’s seen in 
Boulogne. The first attack produced 
no result on H.T.B’s, though the jetties 
and railway were damaged and concen
trations of road transports were dis
persed and machine gunned. In the 
second attack one L.T.B. was hit and 
two damaged. The third attack was 
carried ou.ton Boulogne, as no I.i.T.B’s 
were seen in the harbour.

A patrol "by 4 of our E.T.B’s was 
carried out from dark until just "before
dawn to intercept and destroy any
h.T.B's remaining in this area.

Enemy minelaying is suspected to have 
occurred between the North foreland 
and Swanage during the night 11/12.
Rover is closed and Portland is only 
open to degaussed ships, --f ter 1800/12 
aircraft were plotted from Llaplethoroe 
to Isle of Wight, probably engaged in 
minelaying, (-hr. Ain. D.3. 529]

Hines were found off Alexandria. R.A.B. 
laid 4 magnetic mines during the night 
11/12 off the German coast.

Group 2 Narvik Personnel Convoy 
arrived at the Clyde tonight.

The reports of troop concentrations in 
Bergen, together with the dis osition 
of merchant vessels in the Bergen and 
Trondheim areas and the continual 
presu m e  of German unit3 at Tronheim 
appear to confirm that a seaborne ex
pedition is in process of being pre
pared in those areas. There is, how
ever, nothing to indicate the i minence 
of its departure. (C. Ia C., Report 13)

R.A.B. in the Aediterranean carried out 
a successful raid on TobrAbk (Borders 
of Libya toJEfypt) a.n./lJ. One warship 
believed to be the Italian cruiser 
SALT GIORGIO was set on fire end had to 
be beached; another ship and the Naval 
jetty were shown by photograph to be 
on fire. Two Italian aircraft are 
believed to have been shot down.

The Italians announced 13/6 the loss of 
one mine sweeper.
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SITUATION REPORT

Italian Submarines 
Attacked.

C a s u a l t i e s

1 talian Hostilities, ĵ o_ntcU_

2 Italian submarines were attacked, 
one east ox the Straits of Gibraltar 
and one off Yalta, both perhaps with 
success.

CALYPSO was sunk 0200, south of 
Crete, probably by torpedo. 1 Officer 
and 38 ratings are missing.

The Norwegian ORILO.'GLR was torpedoed 
and sunk 2300 off the North Coast of 
E g y p t .

The ZINOVIA (Greek) was mined and sunk 
near Pantillaifcia.
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Hethil

liOLi! COm ^ uIDS

Defence of U.K.

Port scheme (lI.O.l/C Methil 0956/12)

Small ports A.C.1T.S. (H) 2230/12 see Operations 
Volume.

Rovements

CARDIPP Is to he placed under orders of C. in 
C., Portsmouth (D.O.D. (ll) 1206/12 to 
V.A.Dover ) (Por attack of minelaying 
aircraft)

C.S. 18. Will not he ordered South before 16/6 if 
situation remains unchanged. (C. in C., 
lore, 1650/12)

St* Valery

Operation- Cycle

St. Valery appears full of enemy and 
beach under heavy fire. Am now moving 
to Veules. Where are you. (SALADIN 
0105/12 to CODRINGTON)

Codes destroyed. When nay ships he 
expected. Situation lost critical at 
Le Veules(3t Valery. (Army U.L.O. 0115/ 
12 to Royal Navy)

G.H.Q,. proceeds to Prance in three 
parties by road on 12,13,15 and 17 June. 
(W.O. to H . J.L of C. 0115/12)

E Boats Reliable information that Plotilla of 
B-Boats being transferred Boulogne to
night 11/12. Do not close coast to 
intercept. (V.A.Dover 0143/12 to
VESPER)

Boats required Ur ently require more pulling boats at 
Veules (S.B.A. Small craft 0505/12 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth)

Boats arrived too 
late

ITeta have waited all night on beach. 
Boats arrived too late to allow with
drawal with batteries and II.G. ports ’ 
neutralised. Request ships bombard 
cliff West of harbour and — .G. ports 'S 
East of Harbour. Paint possibility of 
withdrawing on this being done, but 
position very critical. (Neta 12th 
0742/12 to G. in C., Portsmouth)
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Operation Cycle, Oontd

Y-ir Sup ort 
Required

Unless Batteries heavily bombarded from 
air it will be impossible to evacuate

St. Valery. (S.U.O. -float 0815/12 to 
G. in C. Portsmouth)

Very strong air support urgently re
quired at Veules (CODRIUGTOU 0835/12 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth.)

evacuati.n during dark hours tonight. 
5000 British Troops still here, live 
British Transports available along
side. Trench have evacuated about 
12,000 and have 7,000 more. Drench do 
not expect any more arrivals from 6.th 
Army Corps. All lighting and water in 
Havre cut off since 1200/11 (S.U.O. 
Havre 1025/12 to 0. in G. Portsmouth)

about three hours before dark. 
Evacuation without lighter protection 
is not to be attempted in weather in 
v/hich enemy bombers can operate. (Adty. 
1030/12 to C. in C., Portsmouth)

him cannot comply till sure no 
possibility of evacuating any of my 
Division by boat later. Aj.i trying 
clear enemy i-.Gfs from cliffs overlookirg 
harbour. . Drench elements ceased fire 
and are hanging out white flags.
(51st Divn. 1030/12 to Y/.O.)

An withdrawing forces now to the North
ward. (S.U.O. Afloat 1040/12 to G. in C. 
Portsmouth)

Twelve Aircraft Havre. (VEGA 1059/12)

arriving earlier off St. Valery last 
night. S.U.O. Afloat will make every 
effort get you off and additional ships 
being sent to assist tonight. (C. in C.

Havre Situation at 0930/12 intend to complete

Tighter Protection o fighter protection available till

Order to Cease Tire 
not Obeyed. Have been ordered to cease fire at 0800 

by Commandant 9th Corps. Have informed

Tog Held Up Slii:.is Regret fog prevented Uaval force

-ortsmouth 1108/12 to Genl 
-ivn)

Tortune 51st

12



210

War Diary

Weather Report 

j;,..-i f f

situation 1100

Vehicles and Guns 
Ah, ndoned

R.K. Brigade

CARDIFF

HO. 3  COIL ADDS

12.6.1940.
Wednesday.

Operat ion-Cycle Contd.

12 Blenheim bombers escorted by lighters 
will carry out Ion dive boobing attacks 
on targets at St. Valery between 1315 
and 1345. (C. in C. Portsmouth 1109/12 
to S.17.0. Afloat)

Weather report, wind West force one, 
visibility 4 miles, overcast. (S.1T.0. 
Afloat 1120/12 to C. in C., Portsmouth)

Raise steam full speed. You are to 
bombard French coast near St. Valery*
C. in C., Portsmouth 1121/12 to 
CARDIFF)

Situation at 1100. French advance 
posts attacked by enemy forces in
cluding A.F.V.S. early today ne:r 
Lillebonne. Line round Havre through 
--ontivilliers held by British-Fronch 
who will be withdrawn at 2200. Inner 
line of French only /ill be held till 
0200/13. (S.IT.O. Havre 1125/12 to C. 
in C., Portsmouth)

CARDIFF sailed from Lover 1235 (V.A.Do el 
1236/12 to Admty.)

All Transports from Havre being sailed 
to Cherbourg but units not necessarily 
formed and some hundreds of transport 
vehicles and a few guns are being 
abandoned. (3.17.0. Havre 1315/12 to 
C. in Portsmouth)

Request equipment of R.3. Brigade may 
begin (W.O. 1326/12 to Adty.)

Ejects arrive St. Valery .^rea to 
bombard at 1615 today. (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 1404/12 to 3.L.O. (A)
HARVESTER)

Do not close coast to bombard. Keep 
ready to close St. Valery if required 
(C. in C., Portsmouth 1446/12 to 
CARDIFF) I

Appears no fighting in St. Valery.
Cliff battery opened on HARVESTER at 
9000 yards. Ho hits. (S.H.O. (ii) 1536/ I 
12 to C. in C., Portsmouth)
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Operation Cycle, Gontd

Cruiser required 
to lombard

At present have only four ships for 
bombard lent- a cruiser if possible should 
be sent andy two more destroyers,' two more
transports will be needed and also 
more boats for beach work and four 
drifters. Request HAI . and beach 
parties may'be sent to .join me, have 
not released the empty personnel ships* 
if possible request numbers remaining '
in St. Valery 1. (S.H.O. (A) Havre 
1152/12)

fire on beach at Veules and made it un
tenable those British troops on beach 
have been brought off. No others were 
seen making their way along cliff, buns | 
also have been mounted on high ’.Vest 
Cliff of St. Valery which opened on 
Veules beach as well as on cliffs to 
Hast of St. Valery. buns on cliff to 
best of St. Valery were bombarded by 
HARVESTER during evacuation at Veules. 
Some officers stated there was none left 
in St. Valery but unable to confirm 
this. Am withdrawing force now to the 
Northward and waiting further orders. 
(S.li.O. 1211/12)

During evacuation of Drench and British 
forces riTrom Havre tonight Wednesday 
fighter protection is urgently needed 
particularly dusk and dawn and there
after during passage to Cherbourg.
(S. .0. Havre 164o/l2)

Hy 1509 for Veulcs jtoag"St. Valery.
(HARVESTER 1541/12)

Keep out of enemy gun range until 
further orders. (C. in C., Portsmouth. 
1650/12 to S.N.O.A)

of ships to England except any 
necessary to pick up stragglers on 
beaches after dark. (C. in C., Ports
mouth 1821/12 to S.N.0^4 Navre)

Veules Beach 
Untenable

field guns in inaccessible position 
for bombardment from sea have opened

-mill: of 51st Pivsn 
cannot be embarked

It is now certain that bulk of 51st Divn 
cannot be embarked. Begin withdrawal

Int end
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HOLE COLli-JEDS

Operation Cycle, Contd.

Intend establish 1I.T.B. Patrol off 
Boulogne during dark tonight to intercept) 
any L-Loats interfering with St. Valery 
embarkation (V.A.Dover 2017/12 to A.O.G. 1 
16 Group)

Porce returning to harbour (S.L.O. (a ) 
2054/12 to WELLINGTON)

Admty. Lessage 2055/11 Movement of 
rroops from Havre, etc., was not passed 
to 51st Division. Lot possible get in 

s*'?1*) touch and later they had destroyed all 
codes and cyphers (N.T.O. from War 
Registry. 12/6)
Your 2000
I only wish to ensure that no Stragglers 
who could be brought off were left be
hind. Act as you think fit. (C. in C. 
Portsmouth 2216/12 to S.L.o /a L)

Coast of P rance

jgescue of troops 
from wreck off 
Dunkirk

m.T.B. and aircraft left at 2132/12, 
having^ emoarked all troops aboard* 
approximately 8. (Chatham 2340/12) 
Position of wreck 51.8’ L 2.10^ 
received at 2120 (Chatham 2340/12 to 
H . q . i . c . ) ~
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H01.S COILI J]DS

On orations- I.o rway

ntstack on enemy units at Trnniliifiin.
Asking whether Swordfish to he used as 
well as Slcuas for attacking enemy shins 
at Trondheim. (Admty. 1047/12) Reply"
No. (C. in C., H.P. 1151/12)

Your 2215/11 Cancel my 1047/12. If you 
consider conditions sufficiently 
favourable it is at your discretion to 
make attack with torpedo "bombers as 
well as Skuas. (V.C.1T.S. 12JR/12 to 
C. in C., H.P.)

-:our 0936/12. Am attacking from 
position 65.3ST 4.40*3 at 0200/13. Pre
sume this is too far for fighter 
esc rt. ./ould like bombers to attack 
7aernes aerodrome at 0200/13 but not .
earlier (C. in C., H.P. 1337/12) Renortedl 
to ... .0.0.

7EIERAIT take RASEOMA, A.HZ0H, Cfal/BBLL 
under orders and R/V with C. in C., 
ii.R. 63.U 4.W at 1300/13 (R.a . (d ) H.B. 
1455/12)

-our 13.37. 4 -Oeauforts ordered to
attack Vaemes aerodrome 0200/13. Your 
position too far for fighter escort but 
6^.Blenheims will be near Trondheim 0200/
13 to operate as protective escort to 
Skuas. Blenheims can only remain ~k hour 
(C. in C., Rosyth 1616/12)

Attack on - enemy units at Trondheim. 
Intelligence for Skuas making attack 
(D.IT.A.D. 1656/12)

leather permitting C C aircraft will 
oe combing Bergen anchorage and shore 
targets at 2359/12 and 0300/13 (C. in C. 
Rosyth 1802/12 to C. in C. k.F.)
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HOiXE C O w ^ a t D S
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Operat ions-Faroes

Comi lunicat ions Your 1155/12 received at 1640/12. 5 
hours delay in transmission might he 
serious. Suggest that urgent messages 
for me should he routed 77/T station at 
Thorshavn via '.Vick Radio in addition to 
L/T (line telegraphy) method, further 
it is suggested that warning signals he 
sent in enemy report phrases from. JTaval 
Cypher* (:;.D.I/C~ Faeroes 2159/15)

It is hoped to he ahle to rive you 
warning of enemy preparations for in
vasion. Destination of enemy forces if 
directed against Iceland or Faroes, 
v/hether sea-horne or air-home will not 
he apparent until they have oassed Shet- 
lands. (D.N.I. 1153/12)
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AIR

Attack on shies at 
irondheim

British. Air Activity

Your 22/5/11. 13 Group are willing to 
Go-operate with. Blenheim fighter 
escort and synchronised bombing attack 
at anything you desire to divert 
attention from the Skuas. (C. in C., 
Rosyth 0936/12 to C. in C., H.F. )

Attack on E-Boats 
at Boulogne

See Situation Report. Signals (n.C.H. 
Chatham 1355/13, V.A. Dover 0143/12 to 
VESPER see operation "Cycle")

Harkings of Aircraft Asking that Admty. 1554/8 be cancelled. 
I'o definite proof at present that enemy 
using captured Allied aircraft or have 
adaptedrnse of using Allied markings on 
his own aircraft (Air Ministry 1900/12)

Enemy Air Activity

Cherbourg Bombing raids at intervals 0315 to 0530 
including possible nine dropping. Mine 
dropping raid at 0015. Wharves and 
,uays intact. Port open to treated 
ships. Roadstead very congested at 
time of raid due to arrival of 2 con
voys overnight. This practice recently 
introduced considered very dangerous 
to shipping. Dawn arrivals much 
preferable. Transport traffic heavy 
but unhindered. (B.k.L.O. 1-arceau 1022/ 
12)

VEGA Bombed about 1 45 off Havre. Understood 
no damage caused. (I.C. 0430/40)

IL^RVESTEE Bombed in mid-channel between Fecamp 
and Isle of Wight 1745. Understood 
110 damage caused. (I.C. 0430/40)

Havre Enemy aircraft, as many as 12 and 15 at 
a time were reported throughout the day 
by H.K. ships operating off Fecamp and 
Le Havre.

BRUGES
r r i i / 6 )

British (2949 tons) Bombed at Le Havre 
on fire, Beached.

ARIADHE It is reported that the Horwegian shins 
ARIADNE, 2029 tons, and PRI2TS CLAV, 2147

£Ul±jo 01hCf tons, have been attacked and sunk by 
German aircraft, while on their way 
from a Norwegian port to Thorshavn in 
the Faroe Islands with a large number 
of passengers on board.



a r  .~'iarv
12.6.1940
V/e dues day

Aiming

1 magnetic mine exploded off north, 
foreland.

4 mines found in Humber area. (D.C. .3. 
263)

craft when she was anchored in St. 
Helen's Roads. (C. in C., Portsmouth 
1503/12) cf. CARDIFF- Aovements.

Enemy Intelligence

Reported by 2 Ansons (Chatham 0255/12) 
0833
Unknown enemy Unit at 58.40'iT 4. 50'S.

reported to be regularly using quays 
and moorings wast of bridges at Aalborg. 
3 two repeat 3 two. (IT.A. Stockholm 
1810/12)

Reconnaissance of Trondheim at 1430/11 
reports one Hattie Cruiser, two 
Cruisers, and four Destroyers at 
anchor off town. Destroyers not now 
alongside Hattie Cruiser. Four Destroy
ers on patrol 65. 37 'IT. 9.30'E. (C. in" 
C., Rosyth 1740/12 to C. in C., K.F., 
1516/12 to submarines on patrol)

Shipping

Adwty. 1853/6 from 12/6 change of ports 
of landing. Additional sailing. (D.O.D. 
(H) 1820/12)

Movements (C. in C., \y.A. 1112/12, 1552/ 
12, 1718/12)

inelaying --ireraft are easily driven away by any form of 
A/A fire. ALR.3F0RD shot down an air-

0245, 5 miles off South Foreland

alborg

3y D/F Unreliable fix. (D.D.I.C. 0905/
12)

German destroyers a,nd minesweepers are

4 Destroyers At Trondheim. (A/C 1425/12)

Gx, c; FR 
Convoys

Re time of R/V off St. C .therines (C 
in C., w.A. 1826/12)
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HOUE COIbAiiDS

12.6.194C. 
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PS & FIT
Convoys Protection

Shipping, Contd.

In order to augment the anti "3" boat 
protection of P.S* and P.13. convoys 
during dark hours, it is requ sted that 
you will give consideration to the
fellowing measures.

2. KIIiGPISHEPi Class Corvettes and LI. A/ 
33s to he used as close escort to _.S. 
and P.17. convoys during dark hours. 
i-.T.B’s to he disposed to seaward to 
give additional protection, surd he in a 
position to counter-attaclc in the 
event of "E" boats attacking convoys.

3. A listening patrol of ^/S trawlers 
to he established to seaward on that 
portion of the convoy route traversed

, by convoys during dark hours. This 
patrol to he approximately - long the 
inner limit of the East Coast de
clared area.

4. In order to prevent the existence of 
these patrols becoming known to the 
enemy, and to afford air protection
to the trawlers, it is proposed that 
they should he sailed from Lowestoft 
and Grimsby ahead of P.S. and P.I7. 
convoys respective^, to take up 
their patrols, vacating th.se patrols 
at dawn and returning to Lowestoft and 
Grimsby in the wake of P.3, and 1.17. 
convoys.

5. Any available anti "Ik' boat net to 
be laid in a position eastwards of Over 
Bank in a line approximately 150°, 
beinv watched by A/S trawlers on 
listening patrol. (,-.C.::.3. (E) 1918/1 
C. in C., Pore)

Contraband Control Customs have instructed tl.eir officers
today that clearance and bunkers are to 
be refused to all ships bound for 
Italian territory, ILediterranean, or 
black Sea ports, except (a) non-Italia: 
ships bound for Prance or Prench 27. 
.africa. (b) neutral ships for Spanish, 
mediterranean ports (c) coal carrying 
ships chartered by Prench liissior.
Ships refused clearance to be detained. 
(Hd. of H. 2054/12 to C. in C's)
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O.G. and C . G . Y . 
Convoys

Cables

0500 E.3.T. 

I.orth Sea

Channel

V. Approaches
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Shipping Contd.
In future no ships for ITorth American 
ports are to be sailed in O.C. or O.G.Y. 
Convoys. Ships bound for Oporto 
and Lisbon should be detached from 
these convoys as at present.
Other ships are net to be detached 
until south of latitude 40° K.
(A.C.I.S. (T) 1707/12)

miscellaneous

Dieppe/Eastbourne should also be cut.

Calais/Yano cables are not to be cut 
at pr sent. (D.S.D. 1549(1 12 to V.n. 
Dover)

War signal stations C.G. stations are 
to report warships and L.erchant ships 
without waiting to identify then.
An amplifying report is always to be 
made subsequently stating whether 
ships are friendly or otherwise as 
soon as this can be established. 
(D.3.D. 1456/12)

WEATHER

Y/IITD

3. S.Y/. 
Moderate or 
light

.7. or 3.77. 
Light or 
1-0 derate

,7. S .77. 
moderate

v i s i b i l i t y OUTLOOK

Visibility.moderate. Yog
patches in East deteriorat- 
and South Good ing irt ITortl.1 
in ITorth.

Horns Keef 3. Light

Dutch- Coast S. 77. Light

Coast of 1,0 rway moderate
3.Light.

Moderate with 
fog patches in 
East. Good in 
West.

Eoderate or 
Good

Poor Pog 
patches

moderate. Pog 
patches

moderate in 
South. Yog 
patches. Good 
in ITorth.

Visibility 
improving 
in East

Wind veering 
V.I7.W. 
Visibility 
improving
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EMPIRE COf.TERCE. (Mined 8/6) Asking for two more tugs to
assist her through channels at Forth East 
Spit Buoy (North Portland Radio No.1.0. 0. 
Reed. 0518/12). She had been beached in 
Thames Estuary 2235/8; floated off the bank 
on which she had been grounded and became 
adrift.

GASCONY. Sabotage 
suspected.

WESTMOOR.

Pai*is Ol/W-
fit

.t'AliKER.

OREGON. Overdue.

NENTON PINE

RIOHAEL LE LARRxNaGA.
THALATTA.

British. Two explosions tonight, first at 
1945 while loading cases tinned meat number 
three hold, second in number four hold after 
all work stopped. One killed and five 
wounded by first explosion, and ship must be 
drydocked.
(N. C. S.O. Buenos Aires 2359/12 to C. in C.S.A. )

Broken down Q0N27056’ Y. 1546 G.M.T./12, 
PRETORIA CASTLE to take in tow. Arrangements 
to prevent breaking W/T silence (C. in C.S.A. 
1855/12, 11819/12).

Bound for Thorsnavn, sunk by bombing, ARROW has 80 
survivors including 9 women (NEWCASTLE 1401/12)

iias 2 leaxin^ oil fuel tanks defection Doiler 
room fuses, and other urgent defects caused by 
near misses (NEWCASTLE 1401/12).

British (6008 tons) left Freetown 14/6 for 
Plymouth ana Tees with 8200 tons iron ore.
No further news since she signalled 2000/10 
from position off Canaries that she had serious 
boiler trouble and was in need of food and 
water, (x). 3.).

British (4212 tons) due 3uenos Aires 4/6 from 
Tyne 1/5. Not arrived.

British (5358 tons) left Freetown 18/5 due 
Buenos Aires 4/6. Not arrived.

due Capetown 7/6 not arrived (S.O.1.) Capetown 
1058/12. )
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Escort of 
Shipping;.

French 
Positions.

Cable cut.

GASCONY

French 
Colonial 
troops.

PALESTINIAN 
PRINCE, DAFILA.

12.6.40. 
'Wednesday. / -i

FOREIGN STATIONS. 

North Atlantic.

Have you received any intimation from French 
Authorities as to their intentions v/ith regard 
to escort of shipping (A) between Gibraltar 
and southern French ports (B). between 
Gibraltar and North African ports. It is not 
intended that 13th Flotilla should be used to 
escort this shipping. (D.T.D. 0108/12 to 
FOC . , N A ).

1200/13. (D.C. 2318/12).
1200/12. (D.C. 0425/12).

South Atlantic.

Press reports Italian cable cut near Azores. 
(SNA, Buenos Aires 1900/12).

British. 2 explosions first while loading 
second in hold after work stopped. Ik, 5w, 
damage to ship will necessitate dry docking. 
(NCSO Buenos Aires, 2359/12).

Following ships have been ordered to embark 
French Colonial troops numbers as stated at 
Kotou and Port Bonet June and July.
(D.T.D. 1846/12).

F.O.C.N.A. 1630/11. These ships, with 
reserves for Eastern Mediterranean and East 
Indies, are to call at Simonstown, to embark 
from hulk CORSICA 4-in. ammunition in 
proportions ordered by C-in-C., Med. 
(D.T.8.D., to C-in-C., S.A., 1920/12).

Mediterranean.

Air.

R.A.F. report successful air raid carried out 
on Tobruk A.M./12. One large warship with 
twin large calibre gun .turrets, believed to be 
old Italian Cruiser SAMjIORGIO, 9000 tons,
S/M depot and repair snip, set on fire and 
beached near oil tank. Another ship alongside 
jetty shown in photograph to be on fire. Naval 
Jetty ablaze. 2 Italian aircraft believed to 
have been shot down. (S.O.(I), Alexandria, 
1731/12).

Report of raid on Malta last night (C-in-C., 
Malta 2335/12).

Your 1131/12 French Government have issued 
instructions today that no bombing is to U.
(? made) from this area for the present.
Squadron is ready but must await French consent. 
Request agreement of French Government be 
obtained. (BNLO. Toulon Rec. 1713/12).
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Sicilian 
Channel.

3 cruisers,
6 destroyers.

Evacuation of 
Italians from 
Malta.

Dispositions.

Evacuees.

Territorial 
Troops convoy.

SAN ANTONIA

12.6.40.
■Vednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS (Contd.).

Mediterranean.

Mining.

Mined and ships diverted via Messina 
(Capt. O.S. St. Angelo., 1126/12). 
Searched Channel in force at Alexandria 
from 0001/12. (Malta W/T to Med. Fleet 
0001/ 1 2 .
Mines in position 300°R.E.T. 17 miles. 
(Malta 2055/12 to Med. Fleet).

Mines found off Alexandria (D.C.NS 263).

Enemy Intelligence.

At 1200 ORPHEUS, reported sighting 3^ZARA 
class cruisers and 6 destroyers steering 

N.N.W. in posit'on 70 miles N.E. of Malta. 
(D.C.NS.263) .

Govenor considers it essential in interest 
of security. Neutral ship should he sent. 
(F.O.I/C Malta 1409/12).

Several Italian Units, possibly 2nd Squadron, 
were about 50 miles West of Cephalonia at 
noon on 12tn June, (COIC. 0100/13 to C-in-C., 
Med).

Considerable number enemy submarines have 
been identified as being at sea but positions 
not known. 3 or 4 torpedo boats from Tripoli 
(Africa) believed to have crossed Gulf of 
Sidra North eastward and are now believed to 
be in vicinity Marsa Torbuk. Sicilian 
Channel mined andJhips diverted via Messina. 
(Capt. OS. St. Angelo 1126/12).
Air reconnaissance 11/6 Leghorn:- No warships 
present. La Maddalena:- No change since 
6th June. Cagliari:- Four T.Bs. and five 
submarines. (D.D.I.C. 1200/12).

Release of one Italian steamer suggested, 
to take 550 evacuees (V.A. Malta, 1247/12, 
re. Adty. 1913/11).

East Indies.

To disembark in India. Date. Ships, etc. 
(D. of ST. 1919/12).

Cannot be held for C.C. undesirable that 
cargoes of this nature should fall into 
Italian hands. Ship and any others with 
similar cargoes bound for Allied ports may
be released but 
avoid Eritrean 
possible (ACNS,

should be routed so as to xx
coast by as wide a margin 
2254/12 to CCSO, Aden).

as
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Red Sea. 
Convoys.

* t

WESTRALIA ) 
PARRAMATTA) 
YARRA )

(5) Tankers 3 ships.
(c) Colliers and occasional ships with 
other essential cargoes 6 ships.

Reference your 1051/11 to Admiralty 
only. My 1603/2/5 does not now apply. 
(D.T.D. 0107/12 to C-in-C., E.I.).

Australia.

Commonwealth Govt, considering placing 
them at disposal of Adty. (A.C.N.jSe, 
0337Z/12).
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QJSRMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

German ships ANKARA, 4768, MARITZA 2910, 
INGO 3950, and LUVSEE 2373 have carried
35,000 tons of Bauxite from Dubrounik to 
Trieste- since 28 March. Fresh stocks now 
at Dubrovnik and likely to increase. S/M 
or Air attack on these ships would have 
profound local effect. (N.A. Belgrade 
2215/12 to C-in-C., Med.).

bar/ e n f e l s 7569 tons is reported to have been raised 
at Bergen. She had not previously been 
identified as having been sunk (D.S.).

Italian Merchant Shins.

*  •I

ROMOLO
scuttled.

BRENNER0

ALABAMA
Beached.

CONTE ROSSO

GIULIO
CASO
Captured 
DENTICE 
scuttled.

Intercepted at 0295 Z today at 8°20’S., 
163°45'E. Abandoned and set on fire. 
(Australian TUB 0651/12 to Adty). MANDORA 
rescued 130 passengers and crew all unhurt 
(ACNB 1253Z/12 to Adty).

Oiler. At New York, probably being given 
24 hours notice to sail or be interned. 
(C-in-C., HAITI. 0932/12 to CARADOC).

Boarded by French auxiliary cruiser 
BARFLEUR coast Maracaibo. Beached. 
(S.O.(l)., Kingston, Jamaica 1044/12 to 
Adty.).

cWith British Embassy Staff. Leaves Ancona 
to-day for Lisbon. (D.O.D.F. 1203/12 to C- 
in-C., Med).

Trawler. ) Captured in Suez Canal.
Motor fishing boat.) (D.S.).

5281 tons, homeward bound from Mexico, set 
on fire, abandoned.

In Neutral Ports. Full list up to to-day see I.C.0480.

GERU SALEMME

VERBANIA

RANCHI reports her beached in Portuguese 
territory 12 miles N. of Ovo Point. 
(C-in-C., E.I. 1651Z/11).

At Biaert^iake. Cargo of ammunition to be 
loaded and' examined. (SBNO, Suez-2041/12 to 
Adty).

CAtfJjERINji GEROLIMICH 8000 at Dublin discharging phosphates. 
Seized. Ordered to remain. (N.A. Dublin 1420/12 to

D.N.I) .



j/ar Diary.

U-Boat campaign and Mining.

Home Commands and North Atl anti c .

Ships Attacked.

BARON SALTOUN (3404 tons) v/as mined and sunk in Cherbourg
sunk. harbour during the night 11/12, by magnetic

mine. One man lost. (BNLD, Marcea l l ,  1022/12).

12.6.40.
Wednesday

2 2 4

YVONNE

EARLS^PARK

PRINgESl JULI.
Sunk.'
.VILLOWBANK

SISAPON
Sunk.

GUADELOUPE

ELLAROY

Belgian, 668 tons, mined and sunk, off Goodwin 
Knoll. 0830 in searched channel. (IC.0480/40).

British. 5250 tons. Torpedoed 41°30'N.,
11°33''AT., at 110/12. Not in convoy. (Plymouth 
V//T., 1139/12. Lands End Radio, 1131/12).
Same position as ATHElJPRINCE 2300/11).

Bri f.i ah, 198 tons, mined and sunk off Harwioh, 
at 1200/12. Port is open.

British, 5041 tons. Torpedoed, sinking slowly. 
44.16 N., 13.54 ii., at 2045/12. tfas in Convoy 
SL.34 (CARNARVON CASTLE, 2115/12 to A.C.N.A.).

HMT. struck a mine and sank, 1115/13 near Cork, 
L t . V. (F.O.I.C., Harwich, 2356/12).

French chased by U-boat 45°46'N, ll046'W at 
2330 frn Bay of Biscay) (IC 0480/40).

Attacked 0045 75 miles .7.S.N. Cape Finisterre 
(D.S.).

S/M's reported . 

0400

2045

0845

1430

0958

1627

0900

?

By D/F 58°20'N, 2°40*S. Unreliable fix.
(DNI, 0448/12).

A.F. message. 44°16,N, 13°54'W (DDIC 0055/13,.

Sighted on surface 8 miles in 42°6'N, 10°55*iif. 
by SS. CYPRUS. (Intercept from S3. CYPFN i. 
Plymouth 0810/12). Near oosition where SS. 
WASHINGTON was stopped 0600/11 and -SPRINGS 
torpedoed 2300/11 and EARLS^/ARR 1010/12.

U-boat reported at Dunohean, Dingle Bay. 
(C-in-C. .A. 2217/12 to COMET).

Submerged U-boat reported by French 48*41*1, 
1°40*<Y., (C-in-C., 1st Region 0958/12. .

Supposed C/T and P/S sighted by A/C 
0°10*E (IC.0480/40).
By yacht AURILA 10 miles S.E. 5
destroyers and 2 corvettes searching. E.C.I.Ch 
Harwich 0920/12, C-in-C., Here 101 V i i . .

In mouth of ho 'K Ovrin 6 .lies <s£ i- t«r*iUv>v.v^ 
C.4. (C-in-C., Rosyth 2130/18).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING. (Contd.).

S/M's Reported.

Estimated 
dispositions.

1130

2045

0014

1010

1900

1627

1900

2316

S/ivi's A ttacked. 

1220

Dispositions of 
enemy "s/m 's .

Finisterre Area. One of them was in 43°24'H, 
13°20' W , at 2300/11.
1 in Western Approaches.
Possibly 1 West of Hebrides outward bound.
1 North of Shetlands homeward bound.
Possibly patrols between Orkneys and Norway 
and between Shetlands and Faroes. (D.D.I.C. 
1201/12).

49:41 N., 0140 W, 2 miles N. from Cherbourg. 
French report. (C-in-C., Portsmouth 2245/12).

44.16 N., 13.54 W. (WILL0W3ANB attacked).

42.00 N., 13.00 W. (ACWA 0014/12).

41°30 *N, 11°33’W. (DDIC. 1210/12).

Sighted on surface by civilian in mouth of 
Loch Nurin. C.4. (C-in-C., Rosyth 2104/12 to
Adty).

62°00'N. 0°10'. Possible S/M. A/C report.
(Donibristle 2310/12, C-in-C., Rosyth 0156/13).

In mouth of Loch Nurin by civilian. On surface,
submerged when sighted. C.4. (C-in-C., Rosyth
2104/12).

By D/F 44°20'N, 14°0fW (unreliable) (DDIC., 
0054/13). W/T signalling indicates U-boat 
137°42°0'N, 13°0’W (C-in-C., W.A. 0836/12).

VIMIERA attacked contact 54°21'N, 0°46' 
(VIMIERA 1220/12).

Mediterranean.

Considerable number of enemy S/M's have been 
identified as being at sea but position not 
known (Capt. O.S. ST. Angelo 1126/12).
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Mediterranean.

Ships Attacked.

ZINOVIA
Sunk.

CALYPSO
Sunk.

ORKANGER
Sunk.

7 •

Greek. Mined and sunk near Pantellayia.
2 of 30 crew missing (Press).

Sunk 0200B/12 33°45'N, 24°32’E. 1 officer
38 ratings missing. Remainder arrived 
Alexandria in CALEDON and DAINTY 1000/3.
No track seen probably torpedo magnetic 
pistol from S/M. (FOCIBS. 1401/13). ^  M'j &S1. j

Norwegian (8029 tons) torpedoed 2300/12 and 
sunk off North coast of Egypt.

S/M's Reported, 

1450 31°48‘N, 29°9'E. S/M resorted. No details. 
(R.A.(L), 1450/12).

S/M*s attacked, 

0410

2147/10

By WATCHMAN 35°48'N, 5°10'W. (E. of Straits
of Gib). F.O.* C.N.A., considers the 3/M may 
have been sunk or badly damaged. (DCNS 263). 
(FOCNA, 1149/12 to Adty.) . S/«~ ?***- ** •

By DIAMOND off Malta. Attack is believed by 
V.A. Malta to have been successful. (D.C.N.S. 
263) .

By DECOY off Solb»#«-. No wreckage seen but 
large patch of oil sighted at daylight 11/6.
( ASVv’D, 281).



sli 3
escaped.

Briti jh, attuc 2d at QO^ f/11 ': . o - it if r 
4-2 26' I". 11° W. Tv/o torpedoe ‘fired, both
wide. (Consul, Oporto, ilCC/13, --.Sh .D.
283, 14/6).

i. .dr;
,unk.

British. 4 23. Torpedoed . -/uni 220 
from Cape Finisterre. (L.3.2C4-) 

(Crt'-T.-iHVO: C..3TLE 2115/12).

£

LARO. .-aLToV  .

. oh. 0 1. 2.

;ined 0315/ H  hen hea ing towards the 
eastern entrance of Cherbourg Harbour. 
Interview v/ith blaster, Capt. ?. Peebles, lf/6. 
(Tra e Div. Casualties). Thinks he explo
sion set off the magazine, which 1 as in the 
poop. Survivors rescued by French Aatrol 
boat, hich arrived v/ith in about 5 Minutes.

txt 0950/12 in 62° 3 0 » IT. 3° K. PQRP03 8 
attacked by U-boat at 40C yards range.
: i close ahead. (VAS. 1742/25 to n .r.iralty).

Mediterranean.

Norwegian tinker, torpedoed nd sunk at 2300/ 
12 about 40 miles IV. of Alexandria.
2 torpedoes hit v/ith an interval of 10  
minutes between them. Chi. m:/ the first 
merchant ship to be sunk by an Italian U-boat 
There were 4 casualties. (0.^. ..:.D.<eo3,14/o).

M

HAKIS. 

C.LYPS0
m  I sunk l-/6. .

reek (3;46 tons) mas min m m k  lb/6
near Pantellaria. (0. .).
bly 1401/13. CALYPSO/ and CALSDCH were 
stationed 6 miles ahead of B-.ttle Fleet and 
4 mileg astern of A/ > screen who \ ere at 
visibility distance apart. Evidence suggests 
torpedoing, but C. in C. hied, reports this 
as y no means conclusive unlc s it is 
claimed by Italians before arrival of survi
vors in h  rbour, as conditions were very 
difficult for successful torpedo attack. 
(F.O.C. I.B.3. 0022/14). f>. f>r-|
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,-LORI US

SCCTSTCU1T

Attack on .... V * s at 
Bergen

--ttack on warships 
Trondheim

Attack on V a e m e s 
aerodrome

- .V. Concentration 
in Stavanger
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SITUATION REPORT

Prance

During the dark hours of 12/13 a few 
small ships continued attempt to pick 
up stragglers at St. Valery/ 1500 
were embarked from St. Valery during 
the night 12/13 (D.C. 1954/13)

Ar 0130/13 a • A.--. aifcraft on patrol 
reported Havre in flames, with one 
large II.V. and 2 small II.V’s burning. 
During tlie night 12/15 the evacuation 
of Havre was completed. 11000 Troops 
were embarked and sent to 'Cherbourg ' 
arriving p.m. 13th; the rearguard and 
beach parties returned to Portsmouth.

67 merchant vessels and 140 small 
vessels were employed. Such troops as 
could be evacuated at Veules, were 
taken off under difficult conditions 
owing to enemy fire. Air co-operation, 
undoubtedly prevented severe losseja in 
our sea forces.

37 survivors fro;, the GLORIOUS and 
.-CASTA have been landed in the Paroe 
Is. by the ITorwegian ss LORGULD

Only 2 officers and 4 men are missing 
from the .... .C. SCOTSTOUN (torpedoed 
and sunk)

During the night 12/13 June 12 Hudsons 
attacked shipping concentration in 
Pudde Pjord Tsergen) one H.V. is 
thought to have been hit, but poor visi
bility prevented the damage caused by 
the raid from being observed.
> ■

a/t In the attack early this morning by
- .A.A. Skuas on the enemy warships at 
Trondheim, one battle cruiser received 
a direct hit abaft the funnel with a 
500 lb. bomb. 8 Skuas out of 15 did 
not return. Continuous efforts by 
Coastal Command aircraft to reach 
Trondheim during 13th to continue 
attacks were prevented by fog.

Vaemes aerodrome was attacked by Coastal 
Command aircraft during the night in 
conjunction with the attack at Trond
heim. The rurf^as hit and bombs burst 
among parked aircraft.

The aircraft on the Kristians and S ta v 
anger Reconnaissance reported at 1900/13 
about 12 merchant vessels of between 
2000 and 5000 tons in Vestre Haven and 

4 of about 2000 tons in 0stre Haven.



Y/a r Diary
SITUATION REPORT

13*6.1940.
Thursday*

Enemy 1.’.7*5 off 
Ymuiden

Lininn

At 1745/13 it was reported that L.V’s 
were off the Dutch Coast in the region 
of Ymuiden, on a westerly course. Six 
aircraft of Coastal Command went out at 
1845 to attack these ships, hut the 
attack was unsuccessful owing to had 
weather.

Ten moored nines have been cut in the 
areas PIarnborough Head, Cromer, and 
North Poreland. One magnetic mine has 
heen exploded in the North Poreland 
area and one located in Poole Day. One 
floating mine has heen reported in 
Dristol Channel and one off N.W. Ireland

The Loire is closed between St. Nazaire 
and Nantes.

Italian Hostilities

Attack on Assab 
Aerodrome

Italian Air Attack

Minefield

5 Blenheims operating from Aden attacked 
Assab aerodrome and a building and a 
hanger were hit.

Pour air raids took place over Lalta, 
causing little damage/and four 
casualties. The fourth raid was in
discriminate. DI ALGID was bombed off the 
harbour without success. She has again 
contacted, on the bottom in the same 
place, the submarine attacked on 12/6. 
V.a . Malta considers this attack fully 
successful.
H U
j'eu-y attacks were made on Aden, without 
causing serious damage. Gladiators 
shot down one enemy aircraft and serious
ly damaged one. One of our aircraft is 
missing in our territory.

Italian aircraft carried out raids in 
East Africa and the Sudan. At Wajir they 
destroyed aviation petrol stores.

GRAMPUS has laid a minefield blocking 
the entrance to Port Augusta, Sicily.

I
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Defence of U.K.

Blockshin Your 1517/12 Request information as to 
depth at low water at position proposed 
for blockship. (D.L.D., 1153/13, to C. 
in C., Portsmouth, H.O.I.C., Hewhaven, 
R.H.O. Littlehampton.)

Harwich Re operational control of controlled 
mines and torpedo tubes and appointment 
of another officer also blocking of 
Orwell. (ay.0. , Harwich, 1944/137

Southampton (See Mining)

Jmmingham Requesting immediate balloon barrage 
protection for Iraciingham Dock (i'.O., 
Humbe r, 1233/13)

Portland he guns for ^/A defence (1st S.L.,(in 
reference to _ .O.I.C. Portland's 1745/11) 
1147/15)

i-._ . Vessels Concur in Admty. 2053/12, but essential 
that the order should apply to all .̂.P. 
vessels, L.T.h.'s R.A.P. high speed 
launches, etc., commencement will 
probably be asked for as soon as aerial 
invasion begins at any point within 
reach of warships' guns. It will 
certainly be necessary as soon as any 
attempt is made to bring a raid or in
vasion across the sea. (C.in C#, Ho re., 
1314/13)

Summary of military and Air Porces 
available for Home Defence (1st S.L. 
1353/15 to C. in C., H.P.)
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Movements . I

FURIOUS Special duty (D.O.D. (H) 1455/13) 
See Operations volume.

DEVCL'SHIKL To escort FURIOUS

GR110HDE -) 

ORCNSAY

AID JjJ ORA oTAA )

ETTRICK

..ovements to join C.in C., 7/.A. D.O.D. 
(H) 2101/13 to C. in C., Rosyth, POI.C. 
Greenock, R to C. in C., W.A«)

OTRAETO ) 

STRATHAIRD 

FRAKCOKIA ) 

LnUGASTRIA )

At your disposal from a.m./l4 (D.O.D. 
(H) 2212/13"to C. in C., W.A.)

ILLUSTRIOUS To sail for Sierra Leone, refuel and 
return to U.K. (D.C.D. (E) 1644/15)

REBEKGE Route from position 56.00*11., 08.15*7/ 
should arrive Plymouth by 0600/21 
(E.O.I.C. Greenock, 1541/13)

Ci-KDIIT To be sailed for Aore to reform C.S. ’. 
(D.O.D. (K) 1916/15)

CALCUTTA To remain under command C. in C., Ports
mouth (D.O.D. (Il) 1916/13) (Opera.tion 
against enemy 7it aircraft)

Sbmarines Positions 0600/14 (R.A.S., 1729/13)
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Operation Xu Demolition

Party h (Chatham) is to proceed to 
Portsmouth forthwith (D.G.D. (H) 1448/ 
13)

Admty. 1937/9 Intends to dail party and 
stores in AIRESPORD at 2100 today.
(C. in C., Portsmouth 1837/13)

Prench Coast

he Havre

Poire

hgyfleur
Trouville

Aircraft reports Le Havre in flames.
1 large II.V. in flaj.es 2 small — .V. 
burning. 2 DR., 3 1I.V. stationary 
outside harbour. 3 salvos observed 
to fall on St. Valery Harbour and others 
behind town. Tugs and dred ;ers pro
ceeding froi. he Havre to Loxfleur.
Aimed auxiliary 10,000 tons with troops 
15 males off coast proceeding Portsmouth 
(Chatham 0050/13)

ho ire mined. Suggest air sweeper be 
sent immediately and stationed there. 
(P.S.T.O. Prench Ports, 1230/13)

Prench Admiral St. Hazaire confirms 
ho fere is clear from seawards up to and 
including St. Hazaire and traffic pro
ceeding normally in this sector. (D.S.T.j 
0. St. ITasaire, 1735/13)

Jor Admty. from Capt. 7yatt. Reconnais
sance completed Btsfleur to Trouville. 
Ro beaches considered suitable landing 
or embarking mechanical transport in 
any quantity. Prom point on coc.st 240° 
4 miles from Isle of St. — esconf light
house beach running south eastwards 
for 4 miles to about Pane de la Hag- 
daleine (Chart Ho 2073) considered 
very suitable for landing or embarking 
personnel only at any state of tide. 
Cherbourg Sub. Area to ,7.0., 0050/14)

Ope ration Cycle

Your 2110/12. Send back any ships which 
may elude sweep and arrive at r^&ezvous 
off St. Valery (C. in C., Portsmouth 
to 3.17.0. Afloat 0029/13)

S.H.O. Havre, is in PERHTE (VEGa  o656/l3]
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Operation Cycle- Contd.

Evacuation Ended Evacuation coupleted without opposition
air protection, smoke bombs. Total 
number evacuated 11,000. Tollowing 
transports sailed for Cherbourg during 
night of (?) 12th/l3th June. ST. BRIAC, 
AMSTERDAM, TYEWALD, THEEMS, EMERALD, 
carrying 4000 troops including rear
guard; LO’.VICK, carrying beach party. 
Rearguard beach party returning to U.K. 
in 6 motor launches end have been de
tached to Portsmouth under Com. R. 
Sherbrooke. Am proceeding with H.M.S. 
-Ell;IE and VEGA to Cherbourg to give 
general protection to British and 
Trench transports in conjunction with 
Trench destroyers which may also be 
covering route. (S.IT.0. Havre, 0744/13)

To ships intercepted. My position 50.
20’ E ., 00.27TE. Request instructions.
(JSLLIEGTC1T 0801/13 J Return to Ports
mouth (S .IT.0. afloat 0946/13)

Signal expected time of arrival at 
Cherbourg of last ships of convoy. (C. 
in C. Portsmouth to S.NO. Havre in 
nSRBIE, 0930/13)

Answer: 1500 (3.11.0. Havre, 1045/13)

My position K.C.B.P. 46 45 escorting 
slowest transport to Cherbourg, expec
ted time of arrival 1700 ('/EGA 1140/13'

Total evacuated 11,000 British, unknown 
number of Trench (S.R.O. Havre 2000/13)

Evacuation from Havre of 11,000 satis
factorily completed, but profoundly re
gret we only succeeded in bringing off 
about 1500 British and Trench from 
St. Valery area. 67 merchant ships and 
140 small vessels organised and des
patched from British ports. The numbers 
time and place were not all known until 
1700/11.
Only 16 vessels with -wireless out of 
207 employed.
As majority were of low endurance and 
slow speed, necessary to assemble them ojj 
O'fi Trench fait develop^-

ments. I examined situation at Havre 
10/6 and decided to move small vessel - 
flotillas to St. Vale^, as it was 
obvious part of 51st Division were 
being forced back to coast in that 
neighbourhood. Intended flotillas to

/ shelter...
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Operation Cycle- Contd.

shelter in St. Valery, hut they fouid 
harbour under enemy fire. I do not 
consider any great number would in 
any case have been evacuated from St. 
Valery area, by 0930/11 enemy were 
machine gunning our ships off St. Valery 
and by noon enemy had guns in position 
on coast to dominate beaches and later o: 
that part of town in which our troops 
were crowded. Some of thest guns 
immune from ttaclc from the sea. At 
Veules every man found was taken off 
under difficult conditions under enemy 
fire, a gallant effort, so too was that 
of a small vessel that took off 80 near 
St. Valery under enemy fire. I kept 
evacuation forces on coast until late 
12/6 until it became apparent nothing 
more to be done. Splendid effort of 
E.A.f. undoubtedly •prevented severe 
losses b e .  our see. forces. (C. in C., 
Portsmouth 1357/13)

Transports arrived Cherbourg. II. -.S. 
PER1TIE sailing for Portsmouth now. 
-bisected time of arrival 2100. (3.11.0. 
in PERI H E  1300/13)

Attack on Warships at Tron^ieinr-

One hit on be-ttle cruiser abaft funnel.
8 Skuas out of 15 did not return. Ran 
into fog when flining over. AIITELOPE 
and ELECTIEi collided capable of 
steaming 10 and 6 knots respectively. 
Have- sent ARK ROYAL back to Scapa.

standing by destroyers who are 
escorted by IITGLEPISLD and ZULU.

AT with wm ELLESREKE and convoy. 
Suggest k.A.P. continue bombing if 
possible and also bomb cruiser re
sorted in C. in C., Rosyth’s 0602 (C. 
in C., H.P. 0904/13)

10 ■ • j
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AIR

destroyers Bombed

R c c o mia i s s an c e

Vaernes ..lerodrome

Eightera at ni :ht

Aircraft Harkings

Navigation Lights

Bergen

Trondheim. 
Enemy oh'
--tt C o eked

VA ) R-cfuntr uru 
ry o / ssbijtto.

British ^ir activity

At 0030, 2 destroyers bombed in 60.55*il., 
4.58’A. l.o hits. (Donibristie 0745/15)

Off Horway from 0650/13 to locate aero
dromes etc., (Donibristle, 1035/15)

Off Bergen. 0001 to 0100/13 (Donihristle 
to T.0.0./13)

Hy 1616/12, r suit of attack on Vaernes 
aerodrome 1 ^ 4 2  Sqdn. (Beauforts) Direct 
hits 2 on -te-or’i ^ e- 2 on barracks, others 
a.long narked aircraft. (Donibriatle 0808/ 
13, 0800/13, C. in C. Rosyth 0938/13)

lighters to open fire on any aircraft, 
whether or not bearing navigation lights 
provided they are recognised as enemy 
type. Air Hinsitry ask that to standard
ise proceedure night fighter zone at 
Scapa be abolished. Have your any ob
jection (D. of LAD. to >i.O.O.S. 1209/13-)

Asking to advise 41 Group if you wish new 
colour scheme, for under surfaces of 
fighters to be sainted blue, to apoly to 
your aircraft. "(Air ministry to R.A.N.A. 3, 
1501/13)

Areas which will be notified where con- 
jestion of aircraft might result in 
collision. (Air i inistry, 1035/15)

Raid on harbour and shipping. Ho 
shipping observed in mist and darkness. 
Bombs burst and six fires started. 
(Donibristle, no T.O.O., Reed. 0452/13)

Dive bombing attack with 500 lb. S.A.P. 
bombs was carried out on enemy warships 
in Trondheim at 0200/13 by 15 Skuas of 
800 and 803 Sqdns. -ittack was pressed 
home in face of most intense >i/A fire 
and heavy fighter opposition. There is 
good evidence including photographic that 
one and possible two hits were obtained 
on German battleship SCHARUHORST abaft 
funnel. Eight Skuas missing. (R.A. (a ) 
1017/14)

Aircraft of 254 Sqdn. patrolled off 
Trondheim from 0107 whilst awaiting re
turn of Skuas from Trondheim.(Donibristle 
0650/13)
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British, ^ir -ictivity Contd.

Reconnaissance from north' of otadlandet 
all coast and inlets as far south as 
61.40 IT., 04.50TE. -Vent up l.orefiord 
as far as holdo. Ho warships seen, no 
opposition of any kind. 1700 to 1740. 
(Donioristle, 2100/13)

Searched R-ristiansand Harbour, then pro
ceeded coastwise to Stadlandet, no 
warshies seen, 1630/ 1730. (Donlbri tie 
2139/13)

Enemy ^ ir -ctivity

German naval aircraft appear to have 
carried out thorough reconnaissance 
of Norwegian coast from 60° to 64° 
"between 0600 end 0800 today. (D.D.I.C. 
0932/13)
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lining _
Ljnelaying nolj.cy 

OCEA: 3UI LIGHT

3outhanoton Water

Loire

■ ilral t or

D.D.O.D. (LI) 1815/13.

Lost while linesweeping (See U-Boat 
Ca .paign^)

Admty suggest enemy .nine laying in 
approach to Southampton Water would be 
hampered by periodic establishment of 
'water-bo\rne balloons at night in im
port ,nt stretches of approaches. 7/ater 
borne balloons of Southampton Barrage 
may be used for this purpose. Request 
consider this proposal and if agreed 
concert measures with C.in 0., Portsmouth 
(Air Lin., to Lighter Conn and, 0010/13)

Assistant B.H.L.O. Llarceau now at Ilantes 
reports Loire port blocked by magnetic 
mines and requests magnetic sweepers be 
sent as soon as possible. Are LL cables 
an eye locks available for supply to Brest 
for one pair of French trawlers, other
wise fully equipped for LL service. 
(Admiral Ouest, 1250/13, to Adnty)

Your 1058/12 LL trawlers to be fitted wit! 
awnings at Gribraltar and operate from 
there for t e present. (D.. .S. 1540/13)

Loored ines reported 51.31* II., 01. 49 *E 
QZ3 is closed temporarily. All traffic 
to Southend for re-routing. (C. in C., 
Lore, 1236/13)

ADLIB..L S CHEER

Ar;:e Cruiser

Norwegian Coast

2 Destroyers 
2 ...7*5

Enemy Intelligence

0118 aircraft sighted 1 heavy cruiser 
believed to be ALIHRAL 3CHEER 63.15* IT 
.22* E course 1.25° sneed 10 knots. 
(Donibristie, 0300/13~0630/13)

^-irejeaft report 1 large cruiser possibly 
iruRLJEAG class 63.1511., 7.20 E. , at 0118, 
course 125° (Donibristie 0113/13: C. in 
C., Rosyth, 0602/13)

W/T traffic between 1600/12 and 2000/12 
may indicate enemy movements off Hor- 
wegian coast. (D.D.I.C. 0057/13 to C. in 
C., H • j? • etc.,)

61.53’II 5.36 *E course 090° speed 6 knots 
1 destroyers 2 merchant vessels (Air 
craj.t 0745/13) (C. in C., Rosyth OSOO/13)
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no: n  g o :: m u d s

Enemy Intelligence, Coiitd.

Adnty 2345/11 further summary of 4 -boo; 
information (D.N.S.W. 2102/13)

Aircraft's 2145, for enemy submarine 
read ore 3.3. position ,'/.P.T.S. 5000 
course 360° Sunderland being sent to 
Shadow. (C. in C., Rosyth 2220/15) 
Cancel ray 2220. Ho battleship sighted 
(C. in C., Rosyth 2504/13)

enemy unit, call sign D.E.V. was 59.10' 
IT., 3.40'E., unreliable fix. (D.II.I. 
1949/13)

Uy 1323 Enemy cruiser not located. 
Reconnaissance of Trondheim i:: ossicle 
owing to engine failure and weather 
(C. in C., Rosyth 2236/13)

Ship rang

officers to refuse clearance and 
bunkers to all ships of whatever nation
ality bound for Italian territory, 
Mediterranean ports and Black Sea 
Ports, except
(a) Ships of any nationality, other 
that Italian, bound for Prance or Frfench 
North .«.frica.
(b) Neutral ships whether in ballast or 
in cargo bound for Spanish ports in the 
’ [editerranean.
(c) Goal carrying ships of any nation
ality chartered by the French mission

use of M. T.B's and ^/S trawlers against 
E-boats etc., (C. in C., Nore, 1520/15)

escort of cruisers and destroyers to 
Scapa. All Norwegian vessels not al
ready detached for Thorshaven to pro
ceed under suitable escort to Kirkwall 
any Norwegian and other -warships so 
employed susequently continuing to 
Scapa (C. in C., Rosyth, 0949/13 to 
NEWCASTLE)

Unknown Unit D.F. at 1919/13 position of unknown

31ijps for Italy Customs authorities instructing

-•» 3. Convoys 
Protection

for. any destination. (Head of Li., 2235/13

Remarks on Admty. 1913/12, re change of 
convoy programme for P.S. convoys, and

Store Convoy British store convoy to continue under



Dutch, and 
Belgian Shins

Ocean Convoys

Plymouth
Staff

Cancelling ny 0051/13/5 nightly 
•Dort of Dutch and Belgian ships 
'(D.T.D., 1149/13)

re

positions (D.C., 1340/13)

Annointment of Liaison officers from 
,;*~of Shipping and - -ovenents Control, 
Plymouth. Capt. '.'/right, movement 
Control, Bar Office, will proceed to 
Plymouth when plans are further ad
vanced (D. of P., to C. in G., .1.A ., 
1642/13)

iO ORj -merican, to leave Lew -ork 15/ 6 for 
Bordeaux arriving about 29/6 with red 
cross supplied. Important ship should 
nrocecd without any interruption. (Kd« 
of I-., 1219/13)

.-iscellaneous

Dutch Coasters

4? »
I dent i f i c at i on —a rlcs.

Dutch coasters commissioned in 
accordance with Adnty. 2239/8 to he 
retained in commission and held in 
ftats mouth Conn.and pending further 
instructions (A.C. .3. (il) 1053/15 to 
C. in C., Portsmouth)

lly 1549/12 ALSRT is required for 
urgent work in West of English Channel 
before cutting of Dieppe-Easthoume. 
(D.S.D., 1600/13)

C.A.P.O. 681/40 
follows:-

is to he amended as

Ther four canvas squares should he 
painted with following marks.
(a) Single large red spot
(b) Two large red spots
(c) Single red bar fore and aft
(d) Two red bars fore and aft 
Background white in all cases.
Signal bringing into force one of the 
above identification marks will be 
made by -admiralty S.L.O’s nay request 
Admiralty to do this, --arks will sub 
seguently be changed at least once 
every 24 hours by order of the Admty. J 
This order a_ plies to all hi nor 
’War vessels.Id .S.D. 1951/15)





241

War Diary
ASUALTIES & DEFECTS

13.6.1940.
Thursday.

CARI2TTHIA

P.R0LIIIE 3USAH

ST. ABBS

Board of Enquiry into loss to he con
vened. (C. in C. Rosyth, to E.O.I.C., 
Greenock, 1245/13)

Suggest instructions to Board of 
Enquiry into loss of CAP. I IT TH If. should 
include investigation into effect of 
explosion and stfuctional damage (V.A.' . 
P  1900/13)

.-otor yacht, caught fire and sank off 
Reedies.

Interview with survivor shows tug 
3T. ABB3 was sunk in action off Dunkirk 
at 0915/1/6 (P.IT. Barracks, Portsmouth, 
1109/13)

*1
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ITorth A tlantic

jkfi.3. Situation. About 1,000 Spanish troops
landed within last 6 weeks including an 
A/.A battery. General situation out
wardly quiet at present. Estimated 
strength of present garrison Las Palmas 
5,000 men. (B.I.I., 1140/13 to P.O.C.IT.a )

ffim-Y-n.,r• ,eP°h.t Admty. 1948/10. German battle cruiser
passing through Straits to join 
Italian fleet. Is thenefurther infoma- 
tion? (p. 0. C .IT. A. 1004/13)

Answer, Ho, but only one German battle
cruiser can at present be located with 
certainly. (1st 3.L., 1936/13)

far Liam/

P01 ffilGIi 5 TAT IOIIS

D/E1 Station

Simonstown

Policy

South A tlantic

Your 1130/5. Prom point of view of 
South Atlantic D/P organisation it is 
not considered necessary to erect 
another high frequency D/'P station at or 
near ./alvis Bay. Considerable progress 
made with the coordination of the 3 
h/P stations at Preetown. Ascension and 
the Cape and the cross beari.- c obtained 
from these 3 stations should meet re
quirements. Indian Ocean is covered by a 
system which includes Durban D/P station.' 
id. in C. , S.ii. to 3.P.O. Simonstown. 
1221/13)

Proposed to Union Govt. Simonstown be 
made a prohibited area. (h.O.I.C. Simons
town 1147/13)

Hediterranean

Proposal that Ped Sea should be olaced 
under command of C. in C., lied. Reasons.
(a) Spheres of operation of 3 C. in C ’s 
would coincide.
(b) Present arrangement difficult from 
Joint Planning point of view. Naval 
objections appear to be
(a; Burden on C. in C., Led.
(b; Y/hile C. in C«, Ped was at sea 
keeping W/T silence he could not deal 
witn ned Sea questions, includin;: convoys 
Tnis migu.t be overcome by additional 
Captain on Staff, to remain at Alexandria 
with authority to deal with Red Sea 
questions. (1st 3.L. 0105/13)
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I-cditerranean. Contd.
Italian Aircraft Description of .aricines (Hd of , 

2100/15)
aricines (Hd of a .,

Refuncos Italian CiiJtlTEA with. Consul-General and
Italian refugees sa,iled 2030/13 (V.A. 
Halta 0803/14)

were about 50 . lies '.Vest of Cephalonia at 
noon 12/6. (C.O.I.C., 0100/13)

Enemy units are still off Cephalonia at2100/12.
Only one other fix obtained outside 
local waters, aporox position 55. 2 0 rl-7., 
21*00 *E at 1824/1:2 call sign 7 0 D 
North African local torpedo boats have 
probably returned to harbour. Source Y 
indicates important enemy units were 
still at sea 0600/13 but position un
known. (IT.C.I.C. Alexandria, 1114/15)

and outward unless already subjected to 
examination are to be removed, except 
from Spanish Ships exempted from control 
by my 1414/11. Consult Censor in Ck; rge 
as to subsequent disposal (D.E.V/.D. 1903/ 
lo, to s.w.^.O., Gib.)

inforced 11th June by transfer from 
mainland 130 bombers and 72 fi Titers 
making strength in Sicily and Pantellaria | 
as follows: Bombers 225(Dive Bombex-s
1 4 fighters 96(Land Reconnaissance 9,3i 
Reconnaissance 27. Headquarters 2nd' 
Squadron Area also moved from Padua to 
Palermo.

I assume Air Headquarters Riddle East 
keeps you informed of Italian air 
dispositions (D.h.I. 1935/13 to C. in 
C., Lied.)

Enemy Unit ? One unknown bearing 300 distance 13 
miles course 530° ’** 2756 1640miles course 530° 
(Casblanca, 2100/13

Italian Unit
Operations

Several units, possibly 2nd Squadron,

Contrabend Control Lj.ll enemy and neutral mails both inward

Italian Air 
Strength

Information received from Air - inistry 
raded A,l. Sicily jdr Command re-
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--editorraneai]_ Contd.

Hour air raids today in tv/o of which 
bombs v/ere not dropped. One raid on 
Hal Jar, two soldiers killed two and 
ono B*A*?» Officers wounded* fourth 
raid indiscriminate. H.M.3. DIAMOUD 
bombed off Harbour no hits. DIA110HD 
again contacted on bottom in same nlace 
submarine attacked yesterday and I 
consider attack fully sdccessful (V.A. 
Halt a , 2231/13)

Governor anxious to sail BI^IL to Haifa 
with 150 Polish refugees ex Italian 
HODI before E^ypt is brought into the 
v/ar. They have British visas for 
Palestine. (V.a . Lalta, 1050/15)

wishing boat CASO have been captured. 
Intend to use them locally in connection 
with magnetic - inesweeping. (S.B.k.G., 
Suez Canal ~rea, 1644/13)

C. in C., Med’s Report of 13th states 
GLOUCESTER and LIVERPOOL met some small 
craft, probably k/S, off Tobruk on 
10th June and engaged them probably 
succcssfully. Shore batteries opened 
fire but scored no hits. Action lasted

- -inesy-eening Italian trai/ler GIULIO and Italian r otor

eleven minutes. (D.C.L.S. 265)
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Blockades

-̂ ir --aids, .-den

J - -Xu 1? J..lx. Jut x.

Q

Butch 3jgna.ls

-■'•01 .Bld-I, 8T..TI-.I7S

1 3 . 6 . 1 9 4 0 .
Thursday.

Bast Indi s

Request your remarks on practicability 
of establishing the blockades referred 
to in para 105 of A.L.. . 00697/39 
having regard to the reduced forces at 
your disposal (A.C.1I.S. (h) 1829/13 to 
C. in G., E.I.)

Following air raids over ^den. "Wednesday 
12th June 0̂2CX} Z to 0240 Z bombs 
dropped about 20 miles to Westward.
1330Z to 1900Z one bomb dropped on the 
crater, a few casuQ/^ties. One bomber 
brought down by fighters and some 
prisoners. 1915Z to 2015Z. Thursday 13th 
 ̂une 0100Z to 0200Z. Bomb between .aden 
wireless and crater. 0440Z to 0530Z bomb j 
f[s) dropped Forth shore of harbour. 
(F.O.I.C. ^den 1151Z/13)
British due Colombo 10/6 from Rangoon, 
overdue. (S.O.I., Colombo, 1018/13)

-mierica A Y/est Indies

Replying to his 1724/10 re local Butch 
recognition signals, to be arranged by 
Dutch S.h.O., Curacao. (D.3.D., to C. in 
C., A.Y/.I. 1933/13)
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Trawlers

.JiDALUSI,.

IDEAS.. SC^IAFFIKO 

In Neutral Forts

DIF .‘TICE

IT.JLIAI, . JERCHAIIT SHIPS

Evening June 12th arrived and await 
further orders 2 Italian trawlers with 
cargoes of Cod fron ITewfoundland. 
Captains state 4 more approaching 
Azores. 0110/13)

4499 G.T. arrived Teneriffe p.m. 13th 
with 6000 tons .‘/heat fron Euenos. k ?es 
(I.C. 0482) .

5109 G.T. arrived Teneriffe a.m. 13th 
June. (I.C. 0432)

Pull geographical disposition (I.C. 
0482)

Foreign Stations

•aground, Maracaibo, set on fire, aban
doned. (King'ston, Jamaica, 1241/13)
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Sunk 9/6 
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & LINING 

Ships Attacked

- innislx (£=*#£■ tons J was torpedoed and 
sunk 400 miles off h.Y/. Coast of Spain.
20 of crew of 25 landed. (Guyatt, Coruna, 
1745/15)

Sunk 1945/15 while minesweeping off the 
.Vest Breakwater Light, ITewhaven. It is 
believed she struck a magnetic mine.
5 of crew saved. Skipper and one rating 
badly -wounded. (C. in C., Portsmouth. 
2512/13)

Dutch schoot (314 tons) with naval crew a 
sunk by mine' off Poole, at 1030, c^Lose 
to wreck of PhINCNop JULI.h.^. (h.h.0. 
Poole, 1050/13)

0RK/JVGER

3C0T3TCUN
Sunk

Mediterranean

Norwegian tanker, torpedoed 31.42 *N., 
2S.50*S at 2300/12. Two torpedoes, 10 
minutes apart, both striking 2 engines, 
one greaser, one seaman killed. Eng. Lt. 
Com. Crabbe, 2 stokers, and 9 military 
for Alexandria safe. (R.A. Alexandria 
2049/13) C. in C. ked. reports that 
there is no doubt whatever that she was 
torpedoed without warning (D.C.N.S. 266)

home Commands £: North, .-tl:,nti,_c

x.A.C. Torpedoed a/P at 0600/13 while 
An passage to Northern Patrol, when 80 
miles V/. of Barra Island. HIGHLANDER 
and another destroyer and aircraft are 
proceeding to assist. Position 090°
57.IT 10.W 4 j.iles (SCCTSTOUN 0600/13 C. 
in C., Rosyth. 0702/13 0950/15 Lifeboats 
in position 57 IT 10 V/ (Halin Head Radio 
0837/13) Located lifeboats in h.h.3.17. 
00:20 Destroyer on way (3/244, 1310/13)

HIGNLAI2DER searched 10 dies r_und 
position sweeping of L.B.S.IT. 4 no sign 
of GC0TST0U1T or lifeboat. Aircraft 
assisting. (HI GHLA1IDER 122 5/l 5)

SCOTSTOUN sank 0730 Returning to Green
ock with survivors (IIIG2BAJ1DER 1401/'131 
Aircraft reports SCOTSTOUR sunk. 
Destroyer picking up from boats 1400 
(C. in C., Rosyth 1436/15 Ay 1401, 2 
Officers and 4 men missing. (NlGAuCILA. 
1543/13)
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u -b o a t  c a i^ i gi, & :.:i :.x ;g

Ships Attacked
hour, Co:.. nds <-: Horf.- --tl-n tic, to_.

ICOTSTOUH (Gontd. ) DELIGHT and ECHO and tuas ITARAUDER and
BABBIT sent to assist. (P.O.I.C.
Greenock, 0959/15)

BRITISH IITVEHTOR Sinking, probably mined 230° ST Albans 4
5 miles 0712 (P.O.I.C. Portland 0755/15} 
Reports of survivors indicate' ship 
ruined (P.O.I.C. Portland 0755/15 1018/13
British 7101 tons, Beached. Hoped to 
salve oil cargo (P.O.I.C. Portland 1- ±6/15

0600

1904

2110

2050

1505

0940

1904

1954

Submarines Reported
57.0*1.' 9.52*7/ A.E. message (D.D.I.C. 
0758/13)

59.54 IT., 00.10 E., off Pair Island (See 
Attacks)

By aircraft 60.50 IT., 03.00 E (Aircraft 
269 Sqdn. 2110/13, 2145/13) (C. in C. 
Rosyth, 2304/13)

3y Civilian 5 miles S.7/. of Hull of 
Kintyre, (C. in C., Rosyth 0012/14) 
(P.O.I.C. Belfast, 2220/13)

By Hudson aircraft of Coastal Command 
060° Duncansby Head 54 miles. Submarine 
dived. (^ir Min. Daily Summary)

mediterranean

37. 10 IT., 00.10 E, off Cartagena, Prench- 
report. (Gibraltar W/T, 1015/13, P.0,, 
Gibraltar 1201/15)

37.00*E 0.20*7/ 35’S3E of Cape Palos. 
Indefinite position. (I.C. 0482)

Probably W, of Gibraltar. Indefinite 
position. (I.C. 0582)

Estimate U-Boat dispositions 
2 2 in Pinisterre m ea, one of them

apparently moving 1I.W. possibly in 46.
46 *H. 11.45*7/ at 2330/12. 1 S.V/. of
Ireland at 0345/13. 1 in 57. H 9. 52*77
at 0600/13 probably outward bound. 
(D.D.I.C. 1148/13)
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249

Dy aircraft 59.54 I ., OCPLO off Pair 
Island. Sighted on surface and dived.' 
Oil seen after attack (C. in C., Rosyth 
2120/13) (Donibristle, 2150/13)
1st stick of five bombs at 1904 on port 
quarter., 2nd stick of jbur half minute 
later on same quarter. Two near misses 
out of 1st stick, and one direct hit 
out of second stick. Submarine 
certainly badly damaged judging by 
amount of oil visible afterwards.

Muckle Flugga. Three 250-lb. bombs 
dropped on a U-boat which had just sub 
merged. ITo results observed. (A/3..7.D., 
283, 14/6) .

(\ voyACefi /s-/6. - f- z8'°

2105
(Donibristle, Form blue, Reed. 2308/13) 

By a/c of 269 Sqdn., 115 miles east of
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SITUATION REPORT

Convoy U.3. J3 HOOD (from England) and ARGUS(from
Gibraltar) net Convoy U.S. 3, with 
16,500 Australians at 1000, west of the 
Day of Discay, and escorted it to the 
Clyde.

DORSETSHIRE attached a U-Doat 1400/14 
lying in the path of the convoy, 
apparently by using ^/S bombs, and 
believes that the submarine was des
troyed or badly damaged.

ARGUS has landed most of her aircraft 
at Hyeres.

no escorts at present available for the 
I-ilitary Convoys and other important 
commitments now pending. There has 
been a marked increase of U-boat 
activity in the area.

escorted by NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX, 
arrived Scapa .m*/l4 and proceeded to 
the Clyde.

French Government moved from Tours to 
Bordeaux.

It is now stated that the number of 
troops evacuated from St. Valery by sea 
was 2280.

merchant vessels in Norwegian miords 
between Trondheim and Christiansand.

bourg, ahd moored . .ined have been sunk of 
the coast of Norway to the N.E. of 
ITarv Ik.

The East Coast Hine Barrier was extended 
during the night 15/14

objectives at Genoa, and French air
craft attacked and set ali ;ht oil 
storage tanks at Venice. French ,_unes 
have been laid off Cagliari.

Italian aircraft made several attacks on 
Valetta, drop ing II.E. and incendiary 
bonos and causing some civilian casualti 
but no military damage. The Civilian 
morale at Valetta is so far very good.

ihe cables between Malaya an 1 Rc ,
t ose between i:-.l,-»a and Barcelona have 
oeen cut. a

Escorts for 
Dili tar:/ convoys

The shortage of escort vessels in the 
Western approaches is acute. There are

France The Germans entered Paris today. The

Do m a y -ir action is to be taken against all

in: ng Magnetic mines have been exploded at Cher

Italian Hostilities French Naval forces bombarded i .ilit ry
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SITUATION REP0::T

I t a l i a n  H o s t i l i t i e s  Contd. A torpedo was fired at destroyer 
VIDETTE at 0005/14 by a submarine in 
Spanish territorial waters near 
Al| li f , _ oint.

C. in C., Llediterranean's report of 
13/6 states that GLOUCESTER and 
LIVERPOOL engaged some small craft, 
probably minesweepers, off Tobruk 10/6, 
probably with success. Shore batteries 
opened fire but scored no hits during 
the action, which lasted 11 minutes.
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HOLE COLL-AMDS

Policy

■Western Approaches, In view of marked increase of U-Boat
Sscort3t etc. activity, it is essential to increase

all Mercantile Convoy escorts to two 
per convoy. In addition n/s Striking 
Porces of Destroyers of long Endurance 
are required particularly in the 
Ministerre Area.

Humber of vessels now allocated to this 
command Barely sufficient for two 
escorts on each mercantile convoy and 
cannot deal with Military Convoys nor 
with other important com itments now 
pending.

Therefore urgently requested that all 
destroyers which can he spared may he 
sent to Western Approaches, first 
priority being given to those suitable 
as A/S Striking forces. (C. in C., X.*.. 
1657/14) nio/i'f-, XT')

Defence of U.A.

four 1729/11 Coast between Dungeness and 
Hastings appears very vulnerable.
Submit battery should be sited to cover 
it (V.A.Dover 1201/14 to Admty.)

Report received and confirmed from 
District Commissioner that seven or 
eight Parachute Troops landed near 
Parton village ten miles H.W. of Castle 
Douglas. (P.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1710/14 to 
..■.draty)

1710 Report not definitely confirmed by 
Ministry of Home Security (D. of L.D. 
14/6)

Military report that no parachute troops 
have been found and that search will be 
abandoned at dusk. (f.O.I.C. Glasgow, 
2147/14)

Pyrotechnic Signals oing supplied to certain co; stal
forces operating on Mast . nd South 
Coasts. Details. (D.3.D., 1827/l4)

Parachute Report, 
Unconfirmed
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1-10,3 COil AIIDS 

--ovements
b r ..r n Special duty (F.O.C. 5 . .3. 0009/1.4) 

3ee Operations Volume* Anticipated 
date of sailing about 1200/16 lAduty. 
2011/14. 3.0.0. 3 B.S. 2346/14 feed''. 
0421/16)

Submarines Positions 0600/15 (V.--..S., 1853/14)

Shi ■- )jiy; in Aorway

Haugesund

ARIADNE 
PRIN3 OLAV

AIR

British -hr activity

How considered most iraportant that 
all merchant vessels situated in ITor- 
v;egian _ iords between Trondheim in the 
Ilorth and Chris dans and in the south 
should be attacked and sunk. Attacks 
should only be made when you consider 
cloud conditions are suitable. Where 
little of no A/A opposition is likely 
every opportunity is to be taken to 
use torpedoes. iidmiralt3r are being 
requested to co-operate as far as 
possible with swordfish aircraft based 
at Hatston. ( n r  Hinistry, 1230/14, to 
Coastal Command (1231/14 to Adnty)

2 ilerchr^at vessels in Fiord adjacent to 
Haugesund attacked. Bombs overshot by 
40 yards, no damage observed. Search 
for suspected aerodrome at Haugesund 
but quite definite nothing there. 
(Donibristle 1700/14)

Enemy Air Activity

Sunk by bombs in the .-retie on 9/6. 
Captain uskim requests broadcast over 
Norwegian transmissions that crews and 
passengers were rescued at once by 
British destroyer ARROW. 9 casualties 
(including one stewardess) in ARIADNE, 
1 in PRIITS 0L.iV (n.C.O.S., 1058/14, 
1126/14)

Thei’’ were on passage from Norway to 
Thorsliavn (Faroe Is) (Cabinet W.R.R. 
286)
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7/a.r Diary

V/a ratlins at 
Trondheim "

Hjnesv/eeners

lyVrs

Ho m e g  i an 
Situation

HOLi oo:: a d d s

14.6.1940.
Friday

Enemy intelligence

Trondheim reconnaissance this after- 
noon(l450) report 1 "battle cruiser,
1 cruiser (or pocket battleship) 5 
destroyers and 1 troopship, attack by 
6 Hudsons and 3 Eeauforts ordered for 
tonight. (C. in C., Rosyth 1332/14 
2052/14, Donibristle, 1850/14)

3 enemy minesweepers, posi ion 60.06*1! 
05.04’E. (a/C, 224 Sqdn., 1230/14) 
(Donibristle 1700/14)

2 attacked by aircraft 3 : iles 3. of 
naugusund at 1258/14 (i.C. 0482)
1 about 1000 tons, course 230° at 
R$i is dal A j o r d at 1400/14 (I • C . 0432)
1 -bout 200 tons, course 090° at -.o. sdal 
Ejord at 1408/14 (i.C. 0482)
3 . /V*s and 8 Drifters «msdal 
Djord at 1604/14 ( i . C .  0482i

German G.H. w. in Norway now appear to 
be at Trondheim.
fibout 2000 men are employed n con
struction of Vaernes aerodrome and one 
at Hatfjildalen North of Ho. Relieved 
about 140 lanes in Trondheim district.

Norwegians building private <v/T 
station unknown to Gerranns, at Trond
heim* (a .G.C.S. 1414/14, Report
by Comdr. If V k d.H.IT.)
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ROSEHHOLH
pa: :Ls
: 1 ATTBORS

ESTONIA

Convoy G .A.2.

Spanish. 3V.jp- inf: 

Convoys

3*ilp ■ i: ,;
The German authoritie 3 f ccording to a 
report from Gothenburg of Hay 24 have 
seized the three Swedish, ships 
R0SEEH01M, 1736 tons, the JRAMKAS, 721 
tons, and the A: ATTEORS, 929 tons.

The Estonian ESTONIA, 1181 tons, while 
on her way f ror Tallin to Stockholm 
was stopped and searched by a German 
warship, and several sacks of mail 
said to be from Great Eritain and 
Pr.nce were seised. (Lloyds 14/6)

1IACKAY arrived Brest 2230 G.A.T. to 
escort Convoy G.E.2 back to Plymouth 
and Ealmouth. (C. in C., .7.̂ ., to 
Admiral Quest, 2252/14)

Policy (see north Atlantic)

Positions 1300/15 (D.C., 1935/14)

Gibraltar Proposing only one O.G. and E.G. con
voy be run in every 8 day cycle, ;nd 
that other ships for South Atlantic 
ports proceed in OA and OB Convoys, 
to improve escort and save flying.
(C. in C., 2346/14)

WA.WA BR

0645/..3. T. Wind Weather Visibility
liorth Sea
(a) Western

(b) Eastern

Half

Half

Light & 
Variable 
Between SAW. 
cc 1T.W. Aod.

Pair to 
Cloudy 
Rain with 
local mist 
or fog.

Hainly Good

Ho derate to 
Poor,

Korns Reef SAW. Ho derate Local Bog Hoderate to 
Poor.

Channel Ida inly IT. 
Light

Pair to 
cloudy

Hainly Good

1Y. approaches Light and 
Variable

Pair to 
cloudy

Good
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Struck submerged object, tv;o distinct 
b«.vps, : o . over.lent in water to indicate 
v/hat it v/as. 48.29 IT., 7.26 W., at* 
0955/ 1.3.7. (: .C.S.C. Thames. 1302/14)

down and requires towage. Have 
WESTMOOR in tow proceeding towards 
Pernambuco. No sign Brazilian 
RAUL SOARES. Vy position, course 
and speed, 00.43* N., 28.44* W., 
214 deg., 6 knots at 1200 zone t  2 
(PRETORIA CASTLE, to C.in C.S.A., 
1200/14)

WESTMOOR Your0950/l4, re WESTMOOR broken



2 5 7

War Diary

VTDETTE,
S u b m a rin e  a t t a c k , 
S p a n i s h  w a t e r s .

Canary Islands 
Patrol

F r e n c h  P o s i t i o n s

Destroyers needed 
for escorts

ARCOLA

S p a n i s h  S h i p p i n g

1 4 . 6 .  4 0 .
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

N o r th  A t l a n t i c

A t a b o u t  0 0 0 5 / 1  4> A/S p a t r o l s  s i g h t e d  
s u b m a r in e  o n  s u r f a c e  s o u t h  o f  A lm in a  P o i n t .
Was n o t  a t t a c k e d  a s  s h e  was w i t h i n  S p a n is h  
t e r r i t o r i a l  w a t e r s .  She l a t e r  f i r e d  a  
t o r p e d o  a t  VIDETTE w h ic h  m i s s e d  an d  sh e  
t h e n  e n t e r e d  A lm ad ra b a  Bay and was l o s t  t o  
s i g h t  u n d e r l i g h t s  o f  C e u ta .  R e q u e s t  v e r y  
e a r l y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  a c t i o n  t o  b e  t a k e n  
a g a i n s t  enemy s u b m a r in e s  w i t h i n  t e r r i t o r i a l  
w a t e r s  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  p r e s e n t  d e l i c a t e  
r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  S p a i n ,  a l s o  t h a t  r e p r e s e n t a t i o n s  
b e  made t o  S p a n i s h  G o v t,  w i t h  v iew  to  
p r e v e n t i n g  i m p r o p e r  u s e  o f  t h e i r  w a t e r s .  
(F .O .C .N .A .  , 1 1 5 0 / 1 4 ) .

Y our 1 9 5 4 / 1 2 .  I n  v iew  o f  num ber o f  I t a l i a n  
s h i p s  now a t  s e a  on  y o u r  s t a t i o n  i t  i s  
d e s i r e d  t o  m a i n t a i n  C a n a ry  I s l a n d  p a t r o l  f o r  t h e  
t im e  b e i n g .  HERMES, DELHI a n d  PATROCLUS 
r e m a in  a t  y o u r  d i s p o s a l  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s .  
(D .O .D . ( F ) ,  1 3 4 0 / 1 4  t o  F . O .C . N . A . ) .

(D .C . 0 3 2 5 / 1 4 ) .

I n  v ie w  o f  m ark e d  i n c r e a s e  i n  U -B oat a c t i v i t y  
e s s e n t i a l  t o  i n c r e a s e  a l l  M/S c o n v o y  e s c o r t s  t o  
2 p e r  c o n v o y ,  a n d  A/S s t r i k i n g  f o r c e s  o f  l o n g  
e n d u r a n c e  d e s t r o y e r s  a l s o  r e q u i r e d  e s p e c i a l l y  
i n  F i n i s t e r r e  A r e a .  R e q u e s t  a l l  d e s t r o y e r s  win 
c a n  b e  s p a r e d  b e  s e n t  t o  W e s te r n  A p p ro a c h e s  
a c c o r d i n g l y .  (C . i n  C. , W.A. 1 6 3 7 / 1 4  t o  
A d t y . ) .  •

Your 1 6 3 7 / 1 4 .  Your s i t u a t i o n  f u l l y  r e a l i s e d .  
E v e r y  e f f o r t  w i l l  b e  made t o  m e e t  y o u r  
r e q u i r e m e n t s  (D .O .D (H ) 2 3 1 0 / 1 4  t o  C. i n  C.
W A . )

I t a l i a n ,  w i t h  8000 t o n s  o i l  f u e l  r e p o r t e d  j
a r r i v e d  T e n e r i f f e  P.M. 1 2 t h  J u n e .  R e l i a b i l i t y  
o f  r e p o r t  m o d e r a te .  (F .O .C .N .A .  1 2 4 2 / 1 4 ) .

R e q u e s t i n g  im m e d ia te  d e c i s i o n  on  C.C. S.O. 
G i b r a l t a r ’ s  1 3 0 0 / 1 3  r e p o r t i n g  d e t e n t i o n  o f  
S p a n i s h  CABO 0RTEGAL i n  v ie w  o f  i n c r e a s i n g  
d e l i c a c y  o f  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  S p a i n ,  a l s o  
e a r l y  d e c i s i o n  a s  t o  g e n e r a l  p o l i c y  to w a rd s  
S p a n i s h  s h i p s .  (F .O .C .N .A .  1 2 0 8 / 1 4 ) .
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Italian Submarines

O i l  F u e l

Air d e f e n c e

1I4.. 6. kO.
Friday

FOREIGN STATIONS

South Atlantic

H.M. A m b a ssa d o r ,  C a i r o  r e p o r t s  F r e n c h  M i n i s t e r  
h a s  l e a r n t  from  u s u a l l y  r e l i a b l e  ( ?  s o u r c e )  
t h a t  1+ I t a l i a n  s u b m a r in e s  h a v e  b e e n  s e n t  from  
I t a l i a n  E a s t  A f r i c a  t o  the Cape t o  i n t e r f e r e  
w i t h  A l l i e d  T r a f f i c  t h e r e  an d  p e r h a p s  t o  c o - o p e r 
a t e  w i t h  German U n i t s  i n  A t l a n t i c  ( i f . O . I . C .  , 
S im o n sto w n , 1656/ 14)•

M e d i t e r r a n e a n .

Policy

R e q u e s t  v e r y  e a r l y  i n s t r u c t i o n s  a s  t o  a c t i o n  
t o  b e  t a k e n  a g a i n s t  enemy s u b m a r in e s  w i t h i n  
t e r r i t o r i a l  w a t e r s  h a v i n g  r e g a r d  t o  p r e s e n t  
d e l i c a t e  r e l a t i o n s  w i t h  S p a i n  ( F .  0 .  C.1T.A. 1150/1  k 
t o  A d t y . )

Shipments c r u d e  o i l  from  H a i f a  a n d  T r i p o l i  
i n d e f i n i t e l y  s u s p e n d e d .  P i p e  l i n e  T r i p o l i  now 
c l o s e d  down s t o c k  c r u d e  o i l  a b o u t  1 3 0 , 0 0 0  t o n s .  
P i p e  l i n e  H a i f a  w i l l  f u n c t i o n  t o  e x t e n t  o f  
demand on  refinerjr p r i m a r i l y  t o  e n s u r e  maximum 
p r o d u c t i o n  f u e l  o i l  v i d e  my 1 6 2 7 / 6  t o  C. i n  C. , 
M e d i t .  (A d ty .  1132/1 k) •

Mediterranean

Air.

My r e q u e s t  7672/ l k  t o  d i v e r t  h e r e  some 
H u r r i c a n e s  d e s t i n e d  f o r  E g y p t  t o  supi o r t  
c i v i l i a n  m o r a le  a t  M a l ta .  I f  you c o u ld  s u p p o r t  
t h i s ,  w ould  make my t a s k  h e r e  much e a s i e r  
(G o v e r n o r  M a l ta  1 k 3 3 / l k  t o  C. i n  C . , M e d i t . )

G o v e rn o r  M a l t a ’ s  7672/ l k  t o  W.O. an d  C. i n  C . , 
Med. Most s t r o n g l y  x a f f  s u p p o r t  t h i s  r e q u e s t .  
H u r r i c a n e ’ s arm am ent s t o r e s  ex  WINCHESTER CASTLE 
w ould t a k e  s i x  w eeks r e a c h  E g y p t  v i a  C ape, 
w h e re a s  t h e y  o o u ld  b e  r u s h e d  t o  M a l ta  fro m  
G i b r a l t a r  i n  two d a y s  b y  d e s t r o y e r  and e n a b l e  
H u r r i c a n e s  g e t  i n t o  a c t i o n .  T h i s  m o st  
i m p o r t a n t  t o  s u s t a i n  m o r a l e  o f  M a l te s e  
p o p u l a t i o n  i n  c a s e  o f  i n v a s i o n  when im m e d ia te  
n a v a l  h e l p  n o t  p o s s i b l e .  (C .  i n  C. , Med.
1705/ 1k  t o  A d t y . )
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Friday

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean - Air (Contd.)

G.M. 7673/14. Your 73801 (M.O. 2.) 12/6.
I think 2 things are most important.
(1) French should he ashed to attach Italian 
aerodromes in Sicily. (2) I should have a 
few modern fighters here for short periods 
from time to time. As regards (1) laope you 
will press French to co-operate in this way 
These steps are necessary to keep up civil 
morale. With my slender resources in men 
I cannot afford to let that get lowered.
The very fact that additional good aircraft 
come here from time to time would encourage 
civilians greatly. (Governor and C. in C., 
Malta, 1436/14)*

Air reconnai ssance of Mersa Tohruk P.M. 14th 
June showed large number ships and transports 
still in harbour. 2 ships possibly transports 
sighted 40 miles IT.W. of Mersa Tobruk steering 
towards Tobruk. (S.O.I. Alexandria 2009/14 
to C. in C. , I'ed.)

Air raid on Malta Air raid on Valetta and Marsamuscetto Harbour 
at 0635/14 G.M.T. H.E. and Incendiary bombs 
dropped. 1 enemy machine believed destroyed. 
No apparent military damage or casualties. 
(Governor Malta 1112/14 to W.0.)

AP.GUS has landed most of her aircraft at • 
Hyeres. (D.C.N.S. 265).

Genoa bombed 9 aircraft bombed Genoa tonight. Hits seen 
on seaplane hangars, power station and 
Ansaldo works. All aircraft returned. 
(Britnard, Kyeres, 2312/14)- ^  v ... . -

Mediterranean - Enemy Intelligence

A number of Second-Squadron units including 
cruiser TRIESTE were at sea in Lower Tyrrhenean 
sea last night 13th. At 2100/13 8 units were 
addressed by Marsa Tobruk on wireless.
(Capt. ST. ANGELO to C. in C., Med. 0833/14).

Unidentified Italian Unit call sign 2 LM near 
Gib. at 1934 B. S.T. (D.C. 2230/14 to F.O.C.N.A. )

My 1025/14* Italian troop ship 530 was at sea 
during night, position not known. F.O.C. 1st.
B.S. informed (Capt. O.S. ST. ANGELO 1046/14).



War Diary

Disposal of French 
Navy if Prance makes 
a separate peace.

Ships in 
S. Atlantic

Ships attacked

14.6.40.

¥riaay26Q

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean

There is a possibility that France may 
consider making a separate peace; in which 
case the disposal of the French Navy would 
he a matter of first importance. If you 
can arrange for French ships in Eastern 
Mediterranean to he with you at Alexandria 
it might ensure that these ships are disposed 
of in accordance with our wishes.
(1st S.L. 1930/14 to G-in-G Med.)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Present positions (G-in-G S.A. 1229/14)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

SWEDRU British, reports an encounter with a 
U-boat 140 miles W.S.W. of the ScilJies at 
0500/14. Two Spanish trawlers are reported 
to have been close to the U-bcat. WARWICK 
and WITCH ordered to search the area. 
(A.S.W.D. 283, 14/6)
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Italian
Submarines

British - 
French - Dutch 
co-operation

HECTOR

14.6.40.
Friday

FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies

Ambassador, Cairo, reports French Ministry 
has learnt ftQfPm usually reliable sources that 
4 Italian submarines have been sent from 
Italian East Africa to Cape to interfere with 
Allied traffic there and perhaps to co-operate 
with German units in Atlantic. (C. in C., E.I.
063UZ/1 4 )  •

My 2353/1 4* Request you will transfer to  the 
South Atlantic Stations 1 A.M.C. having an 
endurance of not less than 6000 miles and, 
if possible, self-supporting in fresh water, 
vessel will be required to arrive Freetown 
by 26th July for duty with augmented Sierra 
Leone convoy Escort Farce. (1st S.L. 2359/14 
to C. in C., E.I.)

China

Subjects discussed. (F.O.C. Singapore,
0655Z/13).

New Zealand

Your 0111/6. Your agreement to release 
HECTOR is much appreciated. Request you will 
place vessel at disposal of C. in C., East 
Indies, as from June 24* (D. O.D.(F), to N. Z. 
Navy Board, 2353/14)*
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c a l i t e a
G a l i t e a
? communieating 
with Submarines

RAPALLO

CALABRIA

GERARCHIA

frattco i.iartelli

TAIGETE

CLIZIA

3 Trawlers

262

ITALIAI'T MERC A;TT SHIPS

Foreign Stations 

CA LITEAItalian ship &AJ4TEA left last night "burning 
all round white lights on main mast and "bright 
lights on each quarter in line with upper deck.
As 2 other Italian ships have "been observed 
burning similar lights late on leaving harbour 
it is probably a means of communication 
with hostile submarines. (F.O.I.C. Malta 0829/1U)

Cartagena Colombia reports alongside for water. 
Trying to purchase oil fuel. Company telegraphed| 
to Toronto for instructions. (S.O.I., Kingston, 
Jamaica, 1 228/12+) .

Asking if she has been seized in -"rize.
(C. in C. , E.I. to N.OI.C. Calcutta, 112+0Z/1U) -

5859 G.T. at St. Vincent C.V. ordered to 
dismantle wireless. (S.O.I., Freetown, 1021/12+).

10,535 G.T. IT. C.S.O. Pernambuco reports anchored 
at Fatal (Brazil) and probably sailing for> 
Pernambuco in next continent. (S.0.I.Kingston 
1537/12+ to.C. in C. , A. & W.I.)

2;672 G.T. Arrived Teneriffe p.m. 124/ 6.
(Consul Teneriffe, 1557/1U to S.O.I. Gibraltar)

Arrived Gijon 12th June from Havre (Vigo 1830/12+ 
to Adty.)

At 24I+:30 H. , 51:20 W. course S.E. on 7th June. 
(C. in C. , IT.A. & W.I. 1624.8/1 L to Adty.)

2005 G.T. arrived Tamuico, partly loaded. 
(I.C. 02+82).

ATLAS
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u -b o a t  c a e p a Igit & -.:ii:ii;g

Iione C olt:.:ands & Ilorth Atlantic

b a l h o : , C

-■■■.■liv.'l'j .L-ivr*:

. 1E.TLE 
3unk

i t a l i a
Sunk

ABEL TA81IA1T

3
torpedoed ll/cj

. 0 .. T '....0 
3 uni:

BEIK BOYE
Surd: j/sr(i.c-tifif/v-e)
1  p /337 *-•*** S/H

Ships attacked

British 5834. Torpedoed and aban
doned at 50.19 *11 10.28 *’.7 70 .hies 
0.3.17. of Cape Clear at 1748/14 With 
8451 tons of grain and 4 aeroplanes 
on hoard she had failed to join her 
convoy HX 47 at the R/V. (D.3. 234) 
(Lands End Radio 1748/14)

-- -t...n --------— --- %--dtr/
•I* at 50i55*h 3.34 *■? GO vilew-jXl. 
eo 0- ~oe—Ulear»— (. -■. 3»— >;-■«' )— (0.1.0«— o-; ^ ) 
3ff"0or.voy hi 17)

B/S Trawler Mined and sun!; at 1553/14 
107° Shingles Buoy 2.1 .hies (in 
Thames Estuary) Beared no survivors. 
(D.S. 284/  C. in C., Lore 1801/14)

ITorwegian tanher (9975 tons) In Convoy 
HX 47, torpedoed 2400/14 and sunk in 
sane positions as El .IK 30X2 belon, 2 
survivors. 13.tr (fc- epey/wj

Dutch coaster, blown up at Poole.
Ho survivors. C.O., Lieut. E. T. Budie 
11.11. , en k.. .S. EXCELLI IT IT. (C. in 
C., Portsmouth, 1204/14)

V/as met at 2000/14 hy EITCKAITTRESS, 180 
miles B. of Binisterre. She was hit 
hy 2 torpedoes and is leaking, hut is 
under control and making for Ealnouth 
(D.C .11.S. 265)

Greek (5403 tons) tornedoed, shelled and. 
sunk 1630/14, 50. 0 *IT 9.30*17 (85 miles 
of of Bastuet) 3 survivors.

British (e;; Danish 2238 tons) sunk by 
submarine 50.37*1.' 8.44*1? 16 survivors 
19 missing. In Convoy IIX 47. So.s

& -/. f (s&n**. u f 2 .ioS". A//T

Estima-te U-Boat dispositions

One in Binisterre Area. One or 
possibly two in Bestem np 'roaches. 
One 3.17. f Ireland homeward bound. 
One Best of Ireland outward bound.
One passing Uorth ..ona outward bound. 
One in 59. 54* IT 0. 10 *E at 1904/15 
homeward bound.
One in 60.50* IT 3.3 at 2110/15 bound 
ITorth. (D.D.I.C. 1259/14)
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Submarines Reported
1114 53.55*11 13.0*77. Unreliable fix (C. in 

0., ,7.A. 1256/14 to ships .A.)

1114 49.50*11 12.20* 7/ Unreliable fix (C. 
in C., 77. A. 1256/14 to ships 7.A.)

0731 56.45*H 5.12*E D/F report Unreliable 
fix. (D.D.I.C. 0855/14)

0500 49.02*11 47*77. (D.D.I.C. 0759/14) BR0K, 
and 77ESTCOT? ordered to attack (C. in 
C., 77.A. 0651/14)

Cl 01 Submerged submarine. (Portsmouth 
Radio 0101/14 to Ships)

1520 D/F report 52.45*11 12.15*77 Reliable 
fix. Probably U-Boat (D.D.I.C. 1555/14 
to p • in  ̂•, .(.iv. J

2512 Snolce Trail observed on surface at 
59.25*11 2.12*77 by aircraft (Donibristle 
1150/14)

1743 50.19*11 10.28*77 (Adi: ty. Message. 
D.D.I.G. 2015/14 ) C. in C., 77.a ., 1904 
/14 gave time as 1848)

0005 2 submarines sighted off Almina Point 
(P.0.C.1T.A. , 0450/14)

1922 55.50*11 03.0*77 Idefinite positioi . 
(O.I.C. 0432) (if.D.I.C., 1957/14)

1129 49.50*11 12.20*77 Indefinite position 
(0.1.0 .-0482)

1630 46.20*11 9.00*77. P/S reported by LR_A)S 
UhlTED (O.I.C. 0482) (BUGHAUTR^SS, 
1920/14)

1559 45.23’ll 17.32*77. (C.I.C. 0482)

2305 A.P• message 50.37*11., 8.44*17 (D.C. 
0145/15)

2045 D.P. bearings probable U-Boat, positio 
cannot be estimated. (B.C., 2118/14)
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U-SO^T Gai. i-.IGI. i: L.ILIHG '
1559 Z

2105

VIDETTE

*

Submarines - attacked

II y g  attacked, submarine 45.23’ll 17.
32 »W with aircraft a/S bombs, coneid r 
sunk or severely damaged. (DORSETSHIRE 
1359//14 to Admty) (Submarine was in 
path of convoy UC o)

Ocean-going submarine attacked by air 
craft 60.50*11 3.00*W. llo result ob
served. (Donibristle 1150/14)

Shins attacked, Aed.iterranean

Attacked by submarine with torpedo 
south of Alrnina Point. Torpedo missed. 
Time after 0005/14 (E.O.C.K.A. 1150/14 
to Admty)

0101

0551

0100

0 0 OS"

Submarines Reported

Possible periscope reported by french 
HOSE L. jXUCHE 50*11 of Alexandria 
(D.S. 284) (l’r. 1/Sweep.r COLlAEDAET
LORY 1S00/14)

36.E 6.V/ 1C* south of C pe Trafalgar. 
Indefinite position. (O.i.C. 0482)

31.40*17 29.10’E (28 miles IT. of 
Alexandria) by VOYAGER, STUART, and 
DECOY.
1 i/E/' Ad ^ ^ fbcfi/rt o<f2ot
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SITUATION REPORT

C. in C. , H.F. in RODNEY with RENOWN and 6 
destroyers returned to Scapa 162+0/1 5* A l l  h eavy  
ships of the Home F l e e t ,  except HOOD (w it h  U .S .3 )
are now in  harbour.

A. M. C. AHDANIA was torpedoed at 2330/15 in position 
200 miles S.E. of Reykjavik. She was abandoned 
at 0331/16. 50 Officers and 300 ratings were
saved. The remaining A.M.Cs on patrol were 
ordered to re-establish the patrol on a line 90 
miles to the south west of the previous position.

(/■ *?1)

Losses in Convoy 3 Ships in the homeward bound Halifax Convoy 
HX hi and" off HX 2+7 have been torpedoed:-
Fast net. (i) BALI. .ORAL‘S  ODD 17U8/1 about 70 miles

S.S.W. of Cape Clear.
(ii) ITALIA 2330/ 114., 60 miles S.E. of Cape 

Clear.
(iii) ERIK BOYE. Sane position as above, 

and, not in convoy:-
(iv) MOUNT MYRTO, Galveston to London, 

torpedoed and shelled 85 miles Soutli of Fastnet 
1630/1 2+).

France Photographic reconnaissance by Coastal Com .and
....... of Dunkirk showed 2 minesweepers in the harbour

at 111.30/I 5- BERKELEY has been ordered to Bordeaux 
endeavour to get in touch with the French Govt, 
and act as W/T link until relieved by AEETKUSA.
The latter is in addition, to be prepared to 
evacuate the British Embassy if this becomes 
necessary.
A continuous stream of military transports carrying j
B.E.F. will be proceeding to France today and 
tomorrow.

Home Fleet

[orthern
Patrol

Air

PORPOISE laid mines off Trondheim Fiord 15/6.

The C. in C. H.F. has suggested that daily air 
reconnaissance should be carried out of the 
Naval bases in Germany and Norway, so that we 
shall not again be taken by surprise as on 8/6 
when GLORIOUS was sunk.

Bergen was attacked from the air early this morning. 
An ammunition dump and the docks were hit.
2 liners were s een in the fiords, and 29 merchant . 
ships in Bergen harbour at 0900.

2 armed ships and several other merchant vessels 
of about 8000-10000 tons, including 2 tankers, 
were sighted steering south along the Norwegian 
coast, and were unsuccessfully attacked.

An.
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Air
(Contd.)

Submarines
damaged

Genoa &
Spezia 'bombed

Maita raided

French Naval 
move .cuts

An attack was organised for the early morning_ 
15/6, on SCHARNHORST, one cruiser, 3 destroyers 
and 5 M. Vs observed at Trondheim 1500/1U, but 
owing to bad weather the force did not take off.

During the night 114./1 5tli there was rather less 
enemy air activity over Britain, though raids 
were rexported at Poole, Aberdeen, Harwich, 
Stronsay Area.

It is considered that a very large number of 
enemy aircraft have been withdrawn from Norway, 
and thrown into the West front offensive, leaving 
comparatively few machines in Norway. (H.Q.C.C. 
1 8 0 5 / 1 5 ) .

Italian Hostilities

Aerial photograiphs confirm a report by the 
French Consul General, Tetuan, that there is a 
damaged Italian submarine at Cejita. This is 
ossibly the submarine which WATCl ..A ' attacked 

12/6. It is reported to be leaving Ccfta tonight.

Nine F.A. A. aircraft from Hyeres bombed Genoa on 
the night li+th. Hits were observed on seaplane 
hangars, power station and Ansaldo’s Works.
French aircraft bombed Sxoezia last night.

There were 2 air raids on Malta today. The first, 
by a single aircraft, resulted in one hit on 
the Naval Armament Depot, and a lighter was sunk 
in the harbour. The second, by 2 aircraft was 
not pressed home. When engaged by Gladiators, 
which were far inferior in speed, the enemy air
craft dumped their bombs in the sea and on waste 
land and retired.

The French 3rd Sqdn. has returned to Toulon 
after a bombardment of objectives at Genoa. The 
"Force de Raid" has returned to Algiers and Oran.

Turk ey
The Turkish President has informed our Ambassador 
at Angora that Turkey intends to remain non
belligerent for the time being in view of the 
danger of war with Russia.
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Fort Schemes

Coast Defence 
Policy

S m u g g lin g  
Lien or Arms

DEFENCE OP U.K.

I n  v ie w  of p r e s e n t  c ir c u m sta n c e s  i t  i s  now 
p r o p o sed  t h a t  Imr. o b i l i s a t i o n  Schem es sh o u ld  "be 
p rep a red  for a l l  S o u th ern  P o r ts  from  Swanage to  
Lands End. (D. o f  L.D. 11+50/15 t o  C. i n  C.
Home F o r c e s ) .

R eq u est a p p ro v a l f o r  im m ed iate s u p p ly  o f  8 g u n s, 
m o u n tin g s, s h i e l d s  and am m unition l o r  D artm outh  
B p ixh an , Torquay and Powey where s i t e s  f o r  
!+. 7  guns h ave h e e n  a g r e e d  w ith  m i l i t a r y .
(C . in  C. W.A. 1711+/15 t o  A d t y .) .

Your 111+3/1+. The p rim ary e f f o r t  m ust h e to  
s a fe g u a r d  th e  E a st  and S o u th  C o a s ts . P o r ts  
i n  i n d u s t r i a l  and s t r a t e g i c  p o s i t i o n s  from C lyd e  
sou th w ard s a ls o  r e q u ir e  s a fe g u a r d in g . Forts n o r th  
o f  C lyde a r e  o f  l e s s  im p o r ta n c e, h u t you a r e  
r e q u e s te d  r e p o r t  any m ea su res you c o n s id e r  necessary 
to  su p p lem en t c o a s t- w a tc h in g  and cu stom s o r g a n is 
a t io n s  t h e r e  to  e n su re  e a r ly  a la im  to m i l i t a r y .
(D. o f  L.D. 2117/15 t o  C. i n  C . , R o s y t h ) .

M easures under c o n s id e r a t io n  to  g' ard a g a in s t  
p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  enemy sm u g g lin g  men o r  arms i n t o  
B r i t i s h  p o r ts  in  m erch ant v e s s e l s .  P ro p o sed  
s h ip s  i n  con voy h e ’ se a r c h e d  a t  con voy a ss e m o ly  
p o r t s  b e f o r e  s a i l i n g .  S e a r ch  would h e  n a v a l  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  a s s i s t a n c e  b y  cu stom s and P o l i c e  
b e in g  a rra n g ed  l o c a l l y .  R eq u est r e p o r t .  
(A .C .N .S .(T ) to  C. in  C 's  A .W .I. , S.A . , and  
F .0.C .1J.A . , 2323/15)-



BEAJRIT

Submarines

French Aircraft Carrier BEAR1T escorted by French 
Training Cruiser JEAI-HTE D'ARC will sail from 
Halifax 0600/16. (Capt. Dockyard Halifax 
1612/15 to N. S.H. Q. Ottawa). See Operations 
Volume.

Positions 0600/16. (V.A.S. 1718/15, D. C. 2118/15)
My 1552/8/9/39. Intend to enlarge Plymouth 
Submarine sanctuary, divided by meridian i+:30 W. 
into the Western Sanctuary and Eastern Sanctuary. 
(C. in C. , W. A. 1856/15)*

MALOJA

CANTON

CORFU

Adty. 0001+/15. Proceed to Freetown route 
forthwith, required Freetown 2/7 (For augmented 
Sierra Leone escort Force).

Return to Clyde.

and CANTON to be sailed by F. 0.C.1T. P. as required 
(C. in C. , .7.A. 2321/15, 2339/15).

Routes

K-

Between  ̂orts in Portsmouth Co. - .and and France. 
Continuous A/S _atrol to be maintained until dark 
tonight 15/6 and from dawn to dusk 16/6. Shipping . 
along these routes will be proceeding independently 
and in continuous stream, not in convoy.

Six Blenheims to be in immediate readiness to take 
off should shipping be attacked by enemy aircraft. 
(Chatham A. C. H. Q. 1915/15).

Operations

fe-i-i/ ■ ? « * • )
Operation MM

CLA1T FERGUS Oil, MARGOT, GOVERNOR, THIRDSIAS to be 
sailed for St. ITazaire with alldesgatch. (C. in C. , 
W. A. 001+1+/16 to S.T.O. Avonmouth).

ARETIiUSA

&
BERKELEY 
W/T Communi-
cations.
Evacuation 
of Embassy.

Coast of France

On arrival at St. Hazaire land remaining parties 
and roceed to Bordeaux. Proceed with despatch. 
( V. C~ IT. S. 1229/15)*
(a) On arrival at Bordeaux BERKELEY is to endeavour 
to get in touch with French Govt, and act as Y7/T 
link between H.M. Govt, and French Govt, until 
relieved by ARETHUSA. (b) ARETIiUSA is in addition 
to be repared to evacuate 3ritish Embassy if this 

becomes necessary, (c) Question whether ARETIIUSA 
remains at Le Vcrdon or proceeds to Bordeaux is at 
discretion of C.O. (V.C.IT.S. 1519/15)*
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British Air Activity

Uorwegian Coast Aircraft attached two armed M.V's of
8,000 to 10,000 tons at 1015/ 15- ho 
damage (Donihristle to O.I.C. Reed. 
1630/15)

Attach on My 1832/11+. Attach on Tronheim not
Trondheim~ carried out owing to weather. (C. in

C. , Rosyth 081+0/15 to C. in C. , II. F.)

Ref. 1832/11+.. Attach to he carried 
out tonight hy six Hudsons 233 es- 
corted hy four Blenheims 254 Squadron. 
(Donihristle to O.I.C.: Reed. 2205/15)

Reconnaissance 
of French ports 
and Ostend

Shipping, Docks and railhead attached 
at 0 2 3b from 2500 feet, 81+00 lhs. of 
corahs dropped. 6 hits Hxminitiam: 
aarrap and estimated considerable damage 
to jetty and warehouses, ammunition 
dump destroyed. (Donihristle 0527/15* 
Air 14in. D. S. 332).
My 1526/1+. Patrols S.12 and W. 2 not 
being flown owing to shortage of air
craft (C. in C., Rosyth 0534/15)-

Attacks on enemy ships, Aircraft attached 2 A.L.V's 8000—10000
tons at 1015/15 at 60:30 IT., 1+: 52 E. ; 
a convoy of 2 Tankers and 1 Patrol 
Vessel at 0950 at 61 :16 IT., 4:50 E. ;
2 M.Vs and 1 Destroyer at 0915 off 
Sogne Fiord, at 61 :2+0 H. , 1+: 58 E. ; 
and Bergen Harbour at 0915 where 
11+ M. Vs from 5000 to 2000 tons were 
observed at anchor. (Donihristle 
1514/15 to H.Q.C.C. )

0304/15 aircraft attached one enemy 
M.V. 20 miles IT. IT. E. of Bergen ; bombs 
failed to explode. (I.C. 0483/40). 
0345/15 aircraft attached 2 tankers and 
1 M.V. at Oster Fiord, 10 miles I'.E. 
Bergen. Hear Misses obtained.
(I.C. 0483/40).

Attach on Bergen

Patrols

A daily reconnaissance should be 
carried out of Boulogne, Calais, Dun
kirk, Ostend to observe movements of 
enemy shi _ing. (H.Q.C.C. 1253/15 to 
Adty)

rsi
/Aircraft attached 2 Drifters and 2 Trawlej 
20’ IT. of Sogne Fiord at 0345/15*
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HOLE COMMANDS

15.6.40. 
Saturday

Air (Contd.)

Code Names Following allotted - Jersey, code name 
Monica; Gael, code name, Bertie; Rennes, code 
name, Tucker. (H. Q. ,B. A. F. F. , 1 255/1 5) •

[.lining

Seine Anti-i.line 
Net.

P.D.U. I. reports anti-mine defence net feu- 
hundred yards up stream from- new pontoon "bridge 
"built as replacement of destroyed road "bridge 
over Seine at Vernon. About 100 yards South 
of pontoon bridge at Les Andelys is another 
anti-mine defence net. (Phot. Int. Heston,
0 1 1 5 / 1 5 ) .

Floating mine; An aircraft reported sighting about 1230/15 a 
large number of floating mines in a line about 
one mile long, passing approx. IT. E. and S. E. 
through 51:22 N., 2:0 E. (20 miles E. of North 
Foreland).

Ocean Convoys

Shipping

Positions 1300/16. (D.C. 2112/15)*
Sequence from June 23 onwards (D.T.D., 1852/15, 
Cancelling his 1354/7/5)*

Reports Reports of single merchant ships passing war 
signal and coastguard stations of no value as 
they cannot be checked and also cause undesirable' 
congestion of communication system. Propose new ' 
instructions to report (a) all warships of 
which previous notification not received,
(b) 2 or more merchant ships proceeding in ]
company with or without escort, (c) any merchant 
ship approaching an undefended harbour in |
suspicious circumstances. (C. in C. W.A. , 1934/15)1

Searching of 
ihips

Measures under consideration to guard against 
smuggling of arms (See Defence of U.K. )

WASHINGTON U.S. Ship, leaving Galway a.m. 15/6. Route 
to U.S.A^ (D.D. I.C. 0025/15)*
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HOME COMMANDS. 2 7 2

Enemy Intelligence

2 MV's & 2 
destroyers.

2 merchant vessels and 2 destroyers distant 
5 miles course 180° my position 61.16 N., 
4.50 E. (A/G 224 Sqdn., 0950/15).

ADMIRAL
SCHEER 
DEUTSCHLAND

Information from visit today to Norwegian, 
s.s. GNEIST at Aberdeen is that ADI,URAL i^IEER
recently torpedoed by British is now aground 
at Trondheim Fjord, and DEUTSCHLAND apparently 
fast on roc;-cs in another corner of the Fjord. 
(13 roup Intelligence 1710/15 to H.Q.F.C. 
Intelligence)

0350/15 1 large liner 6 miles N.E. Bergen and 
1 large liner 11 miles N.E. Bergen (I.C. 0483/
40)
0900/15 29 merchant ships in Bergen harbour 
(I.C. 0483/40)

showed B.C. as anchored in approx position 
65 degrees 26' 30" N 10 degrees 22' 30" E and 
one cruiser probably NURNBERG with bows 
ashore in approx position 63° 26' 40" 10° El'E 
on 15th B C is reported as anchored W.N.W. of 
Monkholm Island and the cruiser apparently 
still with bows aground in exactly the same 
position as on 14th. No warships sighted 
in Kristiansund today 15th. (C. in C.,
Rosyth, 1754/15).

Naval Units at 
Trondheim and 
Kristiansand

Reconnaissance of Trondheim on 14tn and 15th 
both reoort one B C and one cruiser 3 destroyers 
3 M.V*s in harbour. On 14th Photographs

2 Iri/S at Dunkirk 2 minesweepers of BRUMME class sighted 
harbour (143 of 15.1.C.0483/40) (Chathai 
A.C.H.Q. 2000/15).

State of Cuxhaven 
and Brunsbuttel

Information received that earlier air raids 
have damaged the harbour and a number of lock 
gates are broken (Air Min. D.S. 331).

Hamburg Summary of damage caused by earlier raids 
(Air Min. D.S. 331).
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HOLE COLIMAI'TDS

15.6.UO.
Saturday.

WEATHER

Wind • Visibility

North Sea Variable,light Moderate or
or moderate. poor in S.

good in N.

Channel and W. or S. light Moderate in
W. Approaches or moderate. E. good in W.

Horns Reef S. light. Moderate, 
fog patches.

Dutch Coast W. light. Moderate, 
fog patches.

Norwegian S.W. light Moderate or
Coast or moderate. poor wl th fog

patches in S.W. 
good in North.

Outlook

Visibility 
deteriorat 
ing in IT.

Visibility 
deteriorat 
ing in W.

Similar.

Similar.

Similar.
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CASUALTIES & DLPECIS

GLORIOUS 

L.I CHLIIDRIS

JUI-iT- l r 
Overdue

WSSTLOQR

L. .S. WILLI,LI 
30OKS SLY

Requesting number of survivors (1st 
3.L. to 1T.0.I.C. J'aroes, 0224/15-)

S.O.S. intercept at 0335 G.L.T. in 
collision, no position, aircraft de
tailed to report. (C. in C., W.A. 0843/ 
15)

^  • 'i-<moo
Left Malagen PiordAat 1345/6 with OIL 
PI0I7LER, AlIow long overdue and must be 
presumed lost. Probably sunk with.
OIL PIOIGER at 1540/9 (a .C.0.3. 1144/15 
to ^drnty)

(German W/T broadcast 17/6 mentions an 
"escort vessel" v/ith OIL PIOKSER, but 
does not mention sinking her)

foreign Stations

broken down and in tow (see So tli 
Atlantic)

L/3 Trawler "has not recognised signals 
after June 15th today" (L.L. Rio ae 
Janeiro 1939/15)



15.6.1940.
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POREIGN STjiTIOUS

Horth Atlantic

French Positions Convoys and Patrols (D.C., 2522/15)

Convoys and Patrols (j .C., 0101/15) 

So tli tlantic

endeavour to turn over tow to another 
ship in view of necessity of early 
arrival in square K.32 (C. in C., S.a . 
0932/15 to PRETORI,-* CASTLE)

Italians remaining 3 planes in hangers 
all mobile plant assembled at Pedro 
Lume. All native labour dismissed ex
cept for key men. Plane service still 
in operation 4/6. Reliability good 
(S.O. (l) Preetown 1905/15)

leaving the Cape, including 2 troop 
conveys. I must again stress the almost 
complete lack of anti-submarine pro
tection which I have at my disposal.

2 trained and 2 partially A/S trawlers at 
Cape Town, 3 aircraft largely armed*from 
Laval source at Cape Town, and 4 at 
Durban. A small but increasing number 
of unarmed Ansons complete the list.

Harbours are heavily congested and at 
present there are 17 ships in Table Day 
unable to dock owing to lack of berths. 
(H.O. i/c Simons town 1324/15 to C. in C.,C* . ̂

PRETORIA CASTIE 
t owing 

WE3TM00R

Your 1200/14 (WSSTLOOR broken down and 
requiring towage) Continue to Penambuco 
with WESTLOOR at best towing speed and

Sal R.O. St. Vincent, C. Verde reports 6

Lack of ./S protection 
for shir ing

My 1656/14*There are now 390 ships on 
my track chart either bound for or

* Report from Cairo that 4 Italian Sub
marines have been sent from Italian Last 
Africa to Cape.
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Turkey

Attacks froi.i Spanis 
Territorial waters

British Positions 

I-ovenent Summary

Air Raids on 
--alta

15.6.1940.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean_

Policy
i*. .. Ambassador at Angora is informed 
by the Turkish President that Turkey 
intends to remain non-belligerent for 
the time being in vie?/ of danger of v/ar 
with Russia. Turkey has so far refused 
A.II. Ambassadors suggestions that her 
Ambassador at Rome should be recalled, 
but stresses the continued solidarity of 
Turkey with the Allies. Turkish 
attitude is believed to be influenced by 
•the military situation in Test, Turkish 
unpreparedness, sene disappointment at 
Allied assistance immediately available, 
and uncertainty as to Russiars attitude. 
(N.A. Angora 1600/15 to D.H.I.)

Your 1150/14 and related signals. -<*ny 
attack by enemy submarines delivered 
from Spanish territorial -raters should at 
once be returned. (Head of II. 2341/15 to
P.O.C.H.A.)

R.A.I.G. Alexandria 2049/13. There is 
no doubt whatever that Norwegian ship 
ORKAITGHP. was torpedoed without warning.
I assume this unties my hands completely 
as to S/M warfare on Italian shipping, 
particularly as to Italian OilerVfrom 

V  /—  Oran. (C. in C., l_ed. 1445/15 to Admty)

General

(D.C. 0752/15 to B.N.L.O. Iloliere) 

C. in C., Ned. 2341/15)

Air

Morning raid resulted in 5 direct hits 
on mort II.- .3. ST. .ITGMLO with heavy 
bombs causing much damage but only one 
casualty not under cover. Two bombs on 
Valetta, some in Grand Harbour, and four 
found unexploded. Civilian casualties 
not yet known. (P.O.I.C. Malta 2041/15 
to --draty)

Two air-raids Grand Harbour and Kalafrana 
Area respectively, material dn.iage 
ne ligible. Dockyard Civilions killed. 
(Governer Malta 2300/15 yo 7.0.) (P.O.I.C 
Malta ,2101/15 to Admty)



277

War Diary

and Soezia

Hines off 
Alexandria

air Gqu-q , 
Spain

10AAIG1I STATIONS

liediterranen. Contd.

-.ir, Spntd.

9 aircraft of T..~l.A* from Hyeres 
bombed Genoa on night 14/6/ Hits ye re 
observed on hangers, pov/er station, 
and .nsaldo vrorks. Trench aircraft 
bombed Spezia n i g h t  14/6. (I..C. 0433/40)

— i?iin •

The following four positions are thick
ly mined:-

31:20rU 29*34*5 *E 
31:17.5 rir 29:23*E 
31:24.5'N 29:36.5 *E 
31:32.5 ’H 29:46.5'E

The limits are not yet determined 
(I.G. 0433/40)

Enemy Intelligence

Staff fear foreign coup and have stooped 
all flying in Spain other than regular 
commercial lines. (D.C., 0411/15)

^ast Indies

L*0»C* Aden cannot effectively defend 
L-hcse islands. Unless fully equipped 
•/ith all forms of defence I agree" v/ith
i.D.G. ..den that they are best left as 
:hey are. (C. in C., 3.1. 0459^/15 to
Adraty.)
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-/‘X-pLd-uX ±~ -S 
DRap.jfun

I TALI AIT HSRCHA1TT SHIPS

Horae Com,lands

Left Corunna 15/6 and arrived Perrol 15/6 
(Guyat, Corunna 1820/15 to Purkish).

foreign Stations

t_i :o

___ 'J ,___G T  ;LLI

TAP. H A GCPIAPPIIIO

:p  U I T ..S

PORTUITATA

Addition to potential armed nerch.antra.en 
Singapore. (C.O.3., Singapore, 0502Z/15)

Tanker, Has arrived at Pernambuco with, 
full cargo of fuel Oil from — ruha. (C. in 
C., S.A. 1259/15)

arrived Teneriffe 14/6 )3.0.I. Gi’or Itar 
1039/15)

Arrived La,s Palmas 10/6 (S.O.I. Gibraltar 
1059/15)

Arrived Ceara 15/6 (H.S.O.I. Ponte Video 
1809/15 to D.P.I.)

2715 tons, homeward hound from Hew Pork 
with 3000 tons of T.H.T. has heen sunk 
hy the Prench. Crew landed at Teneriffe. 
15/6)



u -b o a t  caitpaigit & kiitiiig

15.6.1940.
Saturday.

War Diary

. JDAiTIA

QHALATROS

0026

0455

1525

1503

0527

1157

2330 

12 09

Torpedoed 2330/15 3 .E. of Iceland, 
abandoned 0330/16 (D.C. 0810/16} Sank 
at 0700/16 ( A aITIA 2330/15, 0105/16, 
0331/16 DERBTBHIRE 0052/16, Doni oris tie 
1905/16, D.O.D. (H) 1100/16) Survivors 
50 officers 300 ratings in trawler 
s j a l l a ..;.i:jia (i'o.a s t s a  2030/ie) 62.36’:; 
15* 9 ’W (I.G. 0483/40)

Reported sunk in convoy (? date) no 
details received yet. (I.C. 0483/40)

Submarines Reported

50.37/:;., 08.44’ W., reliable fin at 
2305/14. ship torpedoed, submarine 
probably following on surface. EOY/EY 
and 3AI7DWICH ordered to attack. (G. in C. 
W.A. 0026/15)

By A/C 59.52 IT., 05.38 W U / C  612 3 dn.,

Enemy Unit possibly Italian U-Joat at 
Scarborough 217° (D.D.I.C* 2002/15 to 
C. in G., 77.a .)

50.20’IT. 11.50’W. D/E report. Unreliable 
fix. (D.D.I.C. 1843/15 to G. in G., 77....} 
.TI-.-.JUw .BE:. informed (C. in C., .7*A. 2001 
/15)

HZKT 5332 aircraft dropped bombs on 
suspici' us oil patches with air bubbles 
rising from them in track of convoy. (H. 
C.G. 1305/15)

48.50’:; 14.28’W (250 miles S.W. Ca e 
Clear) CAT .'TCI; reported p.s. doubtful. 
CAiTTOII 1057/15)

62.36’:: 15*9’77 (200 miles 3.E. of Reyk
javik) by AT.ItlTIA

47.U 12.W Position indefinite A.l.
(I.C. 0483/40)
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0500

1157

1508

0445

2055

1525

Subm;

0500

U-BOAT CALPAIGI; o: .JiEIEG

Subtler in es Attacked

Gulf of Solium (Capt. 3.1. to PAETHIAtl)

Perisoope 119 49.U 15*7/ 26 doubtful 
( CANTO® to .... ... 1157/15)

50.20*11 11.30*W. Unidentified unit 
probably U-Boat. (D.B.I.C. 1843/15 to 
C. in C., V/.A.)

347° Gape Wrath. 73 miles 3y aircraft 
two 100 lb. H.E. ‘bombs fell a few yards 
from periscope. Estimate that sub
marine was definitely hit, and 2 large 
brown patches and a pale blue patch 
ap reared on surface about 7 minutes 
afterwards. (Air if in. I).S. 352)

mediterranean

Submarines Reported

-'ronch Consul Genl. Tetuan reports 
Italian "submarine at Ceuta is damaged. 
Probably the one attacked by Y/a TCHLAIT 
0400/12 and which attacked VEDETTE 0151/ 
14 from Territorial v/aters. Request 
representations as to internment. (i'.O.I
C. Gibraltar 1616/15 to -adinty)

Later reported to be leaving Ceuta to
night (i.C. 0483/40)

Submarine at 35.54* 40 W (Oran W/T 
2035/15 to all ships)

D. P. at 1525 E.S.T., ncssibly Italian 
U-Boat (D.D.I.C. 2002/15) Bearing 
Scarborough 217° (l) (P.O.C.E.A. 2144/ 
15)

Submarines attacked

rine sunk VOYAGER, H. ..-.3., killed a submarine
off Alexandria night of 15th June. (C., 
in C., Led. 1453/15 to A.C.H.B)

Italian U-Boat attacked 31.35*11 25. 
l l ’E (Gulf of Solium) (I.C. 0483/40)



War D i a r y

Raiders.

A/S Tr. JTJZTIPER 
lost

Iceland

Submarine 
off Iceland

Mining

Convoy U. S . 3

France

SITUATIOIT REPORT

1 6. 6.l+0.
Su nday.

NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX are proceeding to patrol 
along the latitude of Scapa to the westward 

between 15° W. and 20° W. to intercept possible 
enemy raiders breaking out.

A/S trawler JITriPER, which left the Narvik 
area 6/6 in companjr with OIL PIONEER is now 
overdue and must be presumed lost. She may 
be the "modern U-boat chaser" claimed by the 
Germans 9/6 to have been aunk with OIL PIONEER.

1000 Canadian troops in EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA 
escorted by EMERALD arrived at Reykjavik at 
1700/16.

A Coastal Command aircraft reported a submarine 
7 miles west of Sudrunaes (near Reykjavik) 
at 1830/16.

A number of raids took place in the areas North 
Foreland, the Downs, Beachy Head, St. Catherines 
Point and Poole, which were all considered to 
have been ba-id by nine laying aircraft.
Magnetic mines may have been laid by enemy 
aircraft in the Downs and Poole areas during 
the night 15/16. Both areas were closed 
early this morning. (I.C. 0^63/1+0). Poole 
was reopened in the evening.

The 20th Flotilla, 'JEVIO' 3 PI and PLOVER 
completed further extension of the East Coast 
mine barrier at 0600/ 16.

The third Australian Troop Convoy arrived in 
the Clyde 11+20/16.

Admiral Ouest reports that magnetic mines may 
have been laid off Brest during the night 
15/ 16, and the port was closed early this 
morning. Meantime, Quiberon is being used. 
Caen and Cherboi rg are open.

St. Nazaire was boiaoed at 100C/16.

ARETKUSA and 3ERXELEY have been sent to 
Le Verdon and Bordeaux in readiness to embark 
the British Embassy staff and other Allied 
officials if necessary.

The British Govt, this eveiling offered to 
conclude an act of Union with Frame* with th* 
object of assisting her.
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Air Attack on 
Trondheim

Air raids on 
Malta

Submarines 
to leave Malta

Mersa Matruh 
bombed

SITUATION REPORT

16. 6.kO.
Sunday

Air reconnaissance of Trondheim at 1k50/15 
reported one cruiser beached, SCHARNHORST aid 
2 destroyers and 2 merchant vessels. One of 
the aircraft did not return. Bad weather 
prevented the reconnaissance and attack 
arranged for today on these ships.

Italian Hostilities

Two air attacks were made on Malta today.
Apart from 1 hit on a slipway little damage 
was caused. 3 Gladiator aircraft did gallant 
work in scattering formations. The bombers were 
escorted by fighters for the first time.
The k Gladiators at Malta are being 
conserved as much as possible but cannot be 
expected to last long under present pressure, 
and the Governor has asked for some Hurricanes 
to be sent.

♦
The C. in C., Med. has informed the French 
C. in C. Med. that it is not practicable to 
maintain submarines at Malta, on account 
of air attacks. He proposes to base the 
submarines from Malta, on Alexandria.

The Italians bombed Mersa Matruh heavily 
but ineffectively. Solium and Sidi Barrani 
v/ere also bombed.

A reconnaissance of TobruK observed the 
SAN GIORGIO still aground.



-ar ~-i..ry

HOPE COIP^IJDS

16.6.1940.
S u n d a y

Policy

l’ie E'etherlmas Govt, in L. ndon " ,ve 
ord red the Netherlands East Indies 
Govt. to observed neutrality.
■Dutch j.j .val 0. in C., is pcrplcried by 
t:iis decision. (Consul General -^ntavia 
C pt. on Staff Singapore 0431/16 to 
C. in C. China.)

Port Scileries

Defence of U .X.

Request ./ar Office he infor: .ed that 
S.2 mattery at East V/eare should he 
brought into state of r adiness in case 
of emergency. (P.O.I.C. Portland 1208 

/16 to -idrityj

To he prepared fjio .'/eynouth and Port
land, Eroriouth, Tengnmouth, Torquay, 

ham, Dart, outh, Plymouth, cm* , 
Palnoutli. C*s in C to report and 
initi ,te ction at any other orts 
considered necesse.ry between Sv/ana e 
and End's End (D. of L.D. 1845/16J

DI1LEE

Submarines

- -ovenents

Hospital ship 17 : iles S. of St. Cather-: 
ine's at 1700 northbound (VIVACIOUS 
1715/16)

Positions and movements 0600/17 (V.E (s) 
1359/16)

Horth Seaj
Enti-I -cider 
Patrol

Operations

HE.7CASPLE to take SUSSEX under Eis orders 
and proceed with moderate despatch to 
patrol in latitude 59° 00*11.,' between 
16*.00* W and 20® OO'W., using aircraft 
to cover as large an area as possible. 
Object to intercept possible enemy 
raiders breaking out. Haintain patrol 
at 20 knots zigzagging (C. in C.,
E.P., 0109/16)



War Diary
16.6.1040
Sunday

are to "be sailed for 3t. ITazaire with all

mouth and Bewport, 0044/16)

Admiral Quest reports at 0020/16 that entrance 
into Brest is probably mined. (C. in C., W.A. 
0254/16)

Brest closed owing to mines. Proc- ed with
B. I'1. 2. to uuiberon Bay. Detach one destroyer 
to patrol, off Arcst and divert to uuiberon 
Bay other British ships. (0. in C. W.A. to
W0LVLRL' :E, 0439/16)

following received from 3?r nch Admiralty: Le 
uoulet de Brest. The channel of La. Coubre has 
oeen magnetically . .ined. I have given orders 
to Cherbourg to send si;: sweeping outfits and 
place then under orders of Admiral Ouest for 
use on the Atlantic Coast. I ask for British 
assistance (a; for -^rest by agreement with
C. vi.A. and (b) for Cherbourg by agreement with 
C. in G., Portsmouth in case of enemy .lining 
activity at this port and the sweeping re
quirements remaining being insufficient.
(D.O.D. (H) to C. in 0. W*A., C.in G., Ports
mouth, /16;

Brest expected to be open this afternoon 16/6. 
Ships routed to Brest act accordingly keeping 
outside 50 fathom line until given permission 
to enter (C. in C., Y/.A. 1459/16)

At present numbers for evacuation from La 
Pallice total 2,800 all ranks including 
^.A.I.--. .S. a: d A. A.I'., all from vicinity of 
Marseilles. Bagle cannot give date for 
embarkation. Extra parties will only be em
barked La Pallice if other ports become un
usable. (L.cf C. to War Office 1520/16)

Some 300 Belgians including ministers and dirtlcij 
mats have decided to leave Prance and are pro
ceedin'; to Dantes. They should be given 
assistance and passage arranged to U.K.
(D.O.D. (H) 1602/16)

Admiralty may use Channel Islands for transhi - 
ment troops disembarked from St. ,.alc in 
event existing measures proving inadequate. 
Comdr. Howard Johnston sees you today to ask 
you arrange all possible boats ready proceed 
to £>t. Malo. (War Office to Generals, Jersey 
and Guernsey, 1715/16)

despatch. (G. in G., W.A* to 3.T.0rs Avon-
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ho::e coil ad ds

16.6.1940. 
S . n d a y ___

0
L.L1US.. to 
prepare to. 
evacuate 
Hilassy etc.

ERICELEY

GAL .VILA

Operation Ajj&L- Contd.

Use destroyers to ferry troops to transports 
if necessary. D.9. inform St. Hazaire. ~(G.. in 
G., W.A. 2013/16)

7 British Oilers end 6 others all full are at 
aileron lay. (WOLVERIIiE, 2150/16)

Proceed St. ITazaire with all despatch. (lACKAY 
to VAUOC, 2141/16)

Sailed rllGHLAUDER 1912 for St. liazaire (A.G.7/.
A. 2144/16)

Sailed from Bov/ey f r Brest 2020 G.L.T. 
travelers LADY ESTELLE, CAPSTC . , ,\ 3,
AVOII, CSWALjIAI. (G. in C., W.__. 2227/16)

LIGKLAI.DER has "been diverted for ether duties, 
lake EARVASTER under your orders and con
tinue to sweep until further orders. (a .C.V;.A., 
2236/16 to PUITJAll)

Sailed for Brest 1945/16 G.. .T. motor he.yes
> > ,

PIPER, CAS1Y. (G. in C., \7.A. 2253/16)

\ , r, CITY of EVAESVILLE and
PORT ILIAliEAL are to he sailed for Loire via 
■/aileron Lay a. .. 17/6. (C. in C., \7.A. 2354/16 
to D.S.T.D’s Avonmouth and Balnouth)

S \ J---XiO lTE is J:c be s< iled
for Brest via .aileron Bay (C. in C., t/.a . 0014/ 
17 to 3.T.D. Palisouth)

liy 1519/15 ARiETKUSA to le prepared to evacuate 
staffs of British Embassy, of"British missions 
with Polish and Belgian Govts., of* th?
Dominions Legations, and of Polish and Bel ian 
Govts, if this becomes necessary. If ARETLUSA 
remains at Le Verdun, BETA ,LBY is to remain at 
Bordeaux. (D.0 .d (hJ0002/16)

"four 1229/15 Intend to arrive 1045 (BSIIiLLEY 
1013/16)

Report earliest you can arrive Le Verdon. Utmost 
despatch necessary (D.O.D.H 1642/16 to
ARETHUSn)

Your 1642/16. 2050 today Sunday (ARET US.. 1716/
16 to Jri. drity. )

Arrived BordeauxToi30 (BERKELEY 0215/16 to AdmtyJ
* _

Sailing s been postponed lut she rei ains at 
short notice for this movement. (D.D.O.D. 2322 
/16 to ARETHUSA)
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HO. a  G O M ^J.DS 

Oncratim .«-j— - yy)■-!<_«»

Transport with 1100 troops in rcsition 150 
50.IT 3.V/ 23 : iles (EEENIS 0115/16)

Proceed to puiberon !3ay forthwith to embark 
personnel fro: Loire (C. in C., \7.A. 1926/16)

use Destroyers to ferry troops to trans ort 
if necessary, D.9. inform St. Eazaire. (C. in C 
V/.A. 2013/16 to Capt. D. 9.) ,

I.'or\7a;/

Patrol off TEUAITT leaves I.-ay Island 2300/16 to patrol
Pro Kavet off Pro Ilavet (V.A. (S) 1901/16)

Iceland

Plans Bnemy to be prevented from establishing bases
for light naval forces and aircraft inlce- 
land. Steps being talcen-details. 
further additions to forces needed, in
cluding coast defence and A A guns. 9 more 
patrol vessels or trawlers required.
Aircraft required: 6 flying boats, 2 landplane 
squadrons.
Considerable wcrlc and time taken up with 
Government and internal security problems. 
(Alabaster 0229/16)

- S Protection 1850/16 and T.O.R. 2058 from aircraft duty C 
needed and my ovm observation consider it essential

fatf+vik .PS7TT.I ,y \ll immediately in view of presence of 
British ship v;ith troops on board. Suggest 
that local small craft be requisitioned and 
organized to supplement inner (waters) if 
necessary with Icelandic personnel and other 
energetic measures taken locally. (EMERALD 
2130/16)
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->ritish Air Activity

rou Air ministry 381 15th/6. In future the 
Giving of incorrect recognition signals of the 
period. will be treated as hostile act and aircra 
concerned v;ill oe engaged unless subsequently 
clearly recognised as friendly. fighter pil ts 
will act on sane principle although resnosi- 
bility for recognising aircraft as enemy before 
opening fire will continue to rest with fighter 
pilots. 1325/15 ( . ,A.S., 1030/16 to DjJrtnad,
nyeres. ^

_3 aircraft of Coastal Command attacked 3 E- 
oo<.-,t3 in 5-.C5, 4.5 *E(off Hook of Holland) at 
2100/16. Severe A/A fire was encountered and 
the aircraft made no hits. (I.C., 0484/40 D.C.IJ.S) - ,

10 oe additional to Sullom /oe and to be left 
in state capable of being used by Walrus air
craft at about 3 days notice (A.C.O.S. 1215/16)

Along a and o coasts sh;uld be extended to 
-uizard in view of reports of enemy aircraft 
flyin^ over coasts of Devon and Cornwall by day 
and night. (C. in C. W.A. 1914/16)

Enemy Air activity

recent information shows enemy aircraft have 
been passing ever coasts of Devon and S. Corn
wall both by day and night, Propose that -pro
hibited area be extended fro:. Portland to 
wizard and all Draining Plights to be pro- 
.ubited at least during night. (C. in C., v/.a . 
1914/16 to Admty)

British 
2225/16 
Point, I

(2o70 tons) attacked by aircraft about 
when about 5 miles S. of St. Catherine* 
. 6f  J. (TYNWAED: heed. 2227/16)

Enemy aircrt~.it carried out bombing re ids on 
St. ITazaire at 1000 and 1730 (I.G. 0484/40)
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St. Eazaire

Brest Owen 

Gironde

■var Diary

Le Vordon

Gironde Closed

Poole Closed 

norms Closed

Poole Opened

%

16*6.1940.
Guilds-?/____

One ps.ir nL trawlers to "be sailed with, all 
despatch to the entrance to the Gironde.

•uJ• j 1416/16 to J. in C., iY.A*)

Entrance to St. Uazaire and Loire prohibited 
except to demagnetized shins (llarine Greet 
1520/16 to Admty)

Grest reported clea.r of mines (C. in C., V;'.* . 
1954/16) *

■Lje nouleo de Brest and La Coubre channel 
River Gironde have been magnetically mined. 
. . . . .  1652/16 to C. in C., w Ta T)
GEIdQILEY to investigate La Couhre and report 
v-.O.x)yi) 1447/16) One pair LL Trawlers to 
oe sailed with all despatch to Gironde 
i-j.. .3. 1416/16) It may become necessary for 
us to do all minesweeping at Ports mentioned 

*L* o• H*-_. L of C. 1255/16 to C. i: C.,

oailed 1612 ior Gironde LL Trawlers II V B . O R jR ■ 
and GY (A*C»TtA* 1728Z/16 tc Admty)

3 aircraft dropped mines near Le Verdon at 
0010/16. not knovm if any drooped between Le 
Veraon and Bordeaux. (BEIdCSLEY 1810/16 to 
Admty)

Entrance to Gironde forbidden (J.O.C. .A. 13264 16 to xidty. ) '

Poole closed (R.1..Q* Poole 0120/16)

Bov.ns closed owing to enemy ninelaying (H.O.I/C 
Ramsgate 0055/16) ° v v
2 magnetic mines found in the Downs in searched 
channel Oi Deal. Danger area declared out- 
si ae Ramsgate. (I.C. 0484/40)

Cimnnel svrept. Port of Poole no;; open (R.D.O. 
Poole 2115/16)
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HOME COII-ALDS

Enemy Intelligence

SCIIARLHORST at Trondheim 15/6.

Cruiser HOLE possibly at Hamburg repairing

Cruisers HITHER and ERII7Z EUUHI7, both re
ported at Trondheim 10th June, 1 reported 
still there 12tli June.
Cruiser LEIPZIG
Aircraft Carrier GRAB1 ZZPPHLIII 

(D.D.I.C. 1701/16 to A.I.G. 45}

Unknown enemy unit reported at 2143/16 in 
approx 58.50 ..., 3.35* L., 70T V/ of Stavanger 
(I.C., 0434/40)

Three Z-Zoats at 52.1! 4.05fE Course 090 
(a /C 2100/16 and 2115/16 to Bircham Lev-ton)

j

One screened trans ort sun!: off Lister 
16/6. Screening vessels will be towing sweep 
wires. Enemy convoy route passes through 
SALLOLS patrol position. One screened oil 
tanker passed northward 14/6 (THTRARCE 2301/181

Kaster BLAIR3PEY reports unknown vessel 
believed hutch acting suspiciously showing 
red light in convoy. Left convoy off the 
Stack at 0040/16 and proceeded to Liverpool. 
(Z.O.I.C. Greenock 2311/16)

Expected to sail Petsamo for America 18/6 
with survivors of HU17TER etc., to be inter
cepted (h.O.h. (H) 1251/14, VALP 1528/14,
J. .1. 1333/15, 1931/15, VALP 115^/16, 1215/16
D.O.D.(H) 1420/16)

Unlocated



HOLE c o n d o s

Miscellaneous

WMSEILGTOII

Drench Shins 
Captured

* Scapa

Left Galway for Lev; York 15/6 with evacuated 
Americans. Important she should nroceed 
without any form of interuption. (Hd. of !-• 
1055/16)

Germans claim to have captured following 
ships under construction in the Laval dock
yard at ^ouen, Le Havre and Dunkirk:- 
2 Reconnaissance vessels, 2 minesweepers, 5 
tankers, 9 submarines. (Berlin '<’!/T 1621/16)

State of Defences (R.A. Scapa 1814/16 to Admty

WEATHER

Area Wind Visibility Outlook

north Sea f orth rvw., 
i-oderate 
South I.W., 
1.0 derate

Very good, 
poor to mod
erate, fog 
patches.

Similar

Improving 
clowly

Channel northerly 
light to 
moderate

Good to 
very good Similar

Western 
Apjroaches

northerly, 
moderate 
3?resh locally

Very Good Similar

... Coast Light,
variable

Hoderate 
to good.

H.W. Moderate 
Visibility Hod 
to poor.



16.6.1940.
Sunday.

CASUALTIES £; DELECTS

(Torpedoed 15/6) Icelandic ship 
SIuiLLACrl.IiUR in position 62. IT., 14.36'Y/., 
asked to close Al'IDAETA (FORFAR, 0156/16-)

Ashore Haisborough Sand, north middle, re
quires assistance. (ERIKA 0719/16)

Foreign Stations

0958/16 THORSIIOLI.l arrived Cape Town 
(3.0. (i) Capetov/n 0908/18)
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War Diary— ■■ .... ... .M—

Gibraltar

Italian Cable 
to be cut.

Troop Convoys

Offer by S.A.

Spanish Patrols

C. in C. , S.A. 
191 5/fb

Australian 
troop convoys

North Atlantic

Arrangements made for 1200 women to be 
evacuated to Casablanca pm/17 in British 
transport MOHALED ALI EL KEBIR. ITo other 
shipping available (F. O.C.N.A. 2310/16).

Defence works proceeding as quickly as possible^ 
(Governor and C. in C. , reed, from W.O. 0805/17)

South Atlantic

Your 1820/13- Instruct CABLE ENTERPRISE to 
cut Italian cable northv/ard of Fernando Horonha. 
Cable and Wireless informed. (Hd. of 1'. to 
C. in C. , S.A. 0100/16) Reply. Re N.S.O.
(I) Freetown 1907/15 suggest NORSEMAN cut this 
cable observing that she arrives Pernambuco

It is desired to expedite to the utmost 
arrival in U.K. of regular troorjs now in 
Convoy B.C. Request you will consider sailing 
ASKAj KARAN JA, and KENYA onwards from Durban 
without waiting for other ships to complete 
transfer of troops, and dividing the convoy 
into a fast e h x  group consisting of ORION, 
REIHA DEL PACIFICO and STRATHEDEN, and a slow 
group, with one 8-in. cruiser as escort for 
each group. (D. O.D.(F) to C. in C. , S.A. , 
0 0 4 5 / 1 6 ) .

Re letter 5/1/40, Adty. suggest one or more 
72 ft. Local Defence boats be built at Durban 
and shipped to U.K. "Delay in replying is 
regretted". (Hd. of M. 1620/16).

18 June Spanish patrols appear to have been 
established near Algdr&s and Ce&ta (S.O.(l) 
Gib. 1229/18).

See Mediterranean.

Diversion to Cape route has made it necessary 
for Adty. to assume control of escort 
arrangements for them, both in order to meet 
requirements over whole convoy route and because 
only Adty. can handle political questions 
which arise with Dominion Govts.



'.Ter Diary

8 in. cruisers

16.6. ho.
Sunday

FOREIGN STATIONS

South Atlantic

In addition to convoys B.C. and C.M. other 
troop movements between U.K. and India are 
under consideration, and it is therefore 
improbable that we shall bdable to station 
any 8-inch cruisers in South Atlantic in the 
near future. (D. O.D. (F) 161+3/16 to C. in C.S.A. )

Security 
measures -

Security measures with regard to shipping at 
Freetown (C. in C. , S.A. 1023/16).

Convoy B. C.

Submarines

Sailing of reconstructed Convoy B. C. 
Durban to Freetown as follows (C. 
1305/16).

from 
in C. S.A.

I.ledi t er ranean 

Policy
Not practicable to maintain submarines at 
Malta, on account of present air attac s. I 
propose to base on Alexandria force submarines 
from Malta, and patrol in progress. Ashing 
French C. in C. Med. try consider removal cf 
line separating areas 1 and 2 down to 15° E. 
and submarines from Malta to be turned over 
to C. in C., Med.’s Command (C. in C. Med. 
0031/16 to French Naval C. in C., Med.)

Spain Admiral Africa reports Spain has abandoned 
neutrality and adopted policy of non-belligerency! 
which is understood to mean more hostile 
attitude and possible use of Spanish bases by 
Italy. Extreme vigilance and care should be 
taken to respect territorial waters which 
extend 3 sea miles. Message ends. Request 
confirmation (C. in C. S.A. 1915/16)

Neutral Ships at 
Alexandria with Cargoes; 
for Neutral ports in 
Mediterranean.

Policy as to Adty. 
155U/15 (C. in C.,
Med. 1501/16 to Adty.) 
List of (R.A. Alex
andria 141 V i 6 to Adty.
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PORI',I GIT STATIONS

Medi t e rrane an

Operations

F ren ch  d e s t r o y e r  T ra n so cea n  C o p y rig h t 021+5/16 s t a t e s  t h a t  on  
sunk d a te  n o t g iv e n  I t a l i a n  d e s t r o y e r  CALATAFIL'I

engaged b  F ren ch  d e s t r o y e r s  and san k  one o flf  
TARTU c l a s s .

British Fositio n s  At 1300/16. (D. C. 0755/16).

O p e r a tio n s  R ep ort from  S p a n ish  Supreme G en eral S t a f f  t h a t
a g a in s t  B a le a r ic  G en era l Gamhara h a s "been s e l e c t e d  t o  command 
I s .  I t a l y  demands I t a l i a n  expedition ary'- f o r c e  t o  S p a in  and t h a t  
u s e  o f  S p a n ish  o p e r a t io n s  a r e  t o  b e  co n d u cted  a g a in s t  B a le a r ic  
p o r t s  I s .  C. 2. Above c o n d it io n a l  on e v e n ts .  F. A.

M adrid h a s c o n f ir m a t io n  from  3 r e l i a b l e  s o u r c e s  
t h a t  I t a l y  h as 3 tim e s  a sk ed  f o r  u s e  o f  c e r t a i n  
S p a n ish  p o r t s  in c lu d in g  B a le a r ic  I s .  and h as  
b e e n  r e f u s e d .  Second o c c a s io n  was b y  Gambara 
j u s t  b e f o r e  l e a v in g ,  t h i r d  o c c a s io n  was on  
1 2 / 6  (IT.A. M adrid 1 2 1 7 / 1 6 )

Durazzo

Absence of 
ena.iy a i r c r a f t

S p l i t  r e p o r t s  6  la r g e  I t a l i a n  t r a n s p o r t s  
d is c h a r g e d  a b o u t 11+000 tr o o p s  a t  D urazzo 11/6 
( S . O . ( l )  A le x a n d r ia  1 2 3 1 / 1 6 ) .

Your 031V 1 5* ( a )  GLOUCESTER and LIVERPOOL 
s ig h t e d  b y  one a i r c r a f t  a t  Tobruk and w ere  
shadowed. No o t h e r  h o s t i l e  a i r c r a f t  s e e n ,  
th ou gh  F l e e t  s p e n t  1 2  h ou rs w it h in  100 m ile s  o f  1 
N orth  A fr ic a n  c o a s t ,  (b) CAT." 3 0  ay v I
sunk by o n e. Two c o n t a c t s  and on e x x x x ix d  
s i g h t  r e p o r t  c l o s e  to  A le x a n d r ia  on  r e tu r n .
Not known i f  g e n u in e . (C) No. (C . i n  C . ,
Med. 0025/16 t o  A d t y .)

Ship ’ing

Special Warning 88. Italian Govt, announces 
that within thirty miles from  hostile coasts 
all M/Vs bound for hostile ports w i l l  navigate 
at their own risk: but this does n o t af;:" ct 
transit of neutrai ships across the Strait 
constituting oblige passages f o r  ravigai io n .  
(Radio Washington 01+35/16 to All Ships}.
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Brindisi

Australian

Kamaran 
Aerodrome

BEARN
JEANI7E D ’ARC

VILLARPEROSA

FOREIGIT STATI017S

Mediterranean

Air.

2 air raids on Malta today. 0600-0720 G. M.T. 
and 1235-1306 G. M. T. Damage (slight). Forces 
engaged. "Institution of escort "by enemy 
although compliment to our Gladiators emphasises 
effect provision of Hurricanes likely to have.
U Gladiators "being conserved as much as possible 
"but cannot "be expected to last long under 
present pressure". (H.Q. Malta 1715/16, F.0.1.C. 
Malta 2055/16, Governor Malta 1135/16).

A British minefield has "been laid south of 
Brindisi.

Subject to your views it is considered that 
PARRAMATTA and YARRA both A/S fitted, should 
join Red Sea Force, thus making it possible to 
release DERBY and HUHTIEY for service in 
Medit. should circumstances require. (Hd. of 
M. , to C. in C. , E.I. Oi+59/16).

Obstructed, but removable on notice given. 
(F.O.iiC.S. 0530Z/16).

British Consul General from Addis Ababa an 
Staff and French Consul General are at 
Jibuti. If possible DERBY should embark them 
and land them at Aden. (Hd. of M. 1655/16 to 
IT. O.I.C. Aden).

America and West Indies

Left Halifax early am/16 (D.C.I7. S. 277) •

Italian. May leave Wilmington for another port 
on or after 17/6. Search northwards as far as 
Wilmington and then patrol off Cape Fear 
(C. in C., A.W.I. 1232/16 to DIOMEDE).

Mining
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Mediterranean

L -.tP. --rrived Zelenika, Yugoslavia, 15/6 and
expected to leave on 20/6 with bauxite for 
Trieste. (S.O.(i) Alexandria 1251/16)
China

a UGSB1̂ :G -it Dairen. German Captain refused to hand
over ship to Dutch representative and legal 
pr ceedings appear to he impending. (Postal 
censorship, I.C., 0484/40)

IT -D ili IT IfZRCHAlIT SHIPS

l.ICCLO DDi'.O

ADIGE (1006 
POLOHICE (1575

6005 tons, reported in Press to have been 
captured by the French. (Unconfirmed) (Ship 
v/as at Marseilles 6/6, homeward bound)

tons)reported in Press to have been taken into
tons)Halta 11/6 and 12/6 respectively, and 

seized. (Unconfirmed)
(POLII ICE was on passage from Varma to 
Rhodes, left Vanna 4/6. Previous movements 
of ADIGE not known)

.TEMPI Ta S 

VILLAPEEOSA

Arrived Ceara 15th June with coal for Rio 
de Janeiro (IT.A. Rio 1219/16)

See A & W.I.
U o I u i — -- *.

ADA

APOLLO

■iA X. A :  
IESCICPxJDa
O i  f l  - I J .Y i.i iJ  A i.

VILLA! .08.. -----n------
SALVATORE PEE .0

EOLO 

1 M 0  

IE TREDa RIE 

EEERA

Arrived Bangkok midnight 11/12/6 I.C., 0484/4
Arrived Kobe 15/6 «»

Arrived Las Palmas 12/6 "I ITrawlers, arrived xorta\, Azores
fro Hewfoundland. »

At Wilmington, U.S.A. may leave 17/6 "

Reported at Teneriffe 16/6 "

Reported at Huelva 16/6 «

Reported at Cartagena, Spain 16/6 "

Reported at Valencia 16/6 "

Previously reported Corunna, now 
reported arrived Plume on 10/6 "
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked

JAKES STOVE 
sunk

Norwegian tanker (8215 tons) on charter to 
Anglo-Saxons Petroleum Co. sunk "by Italian
submarine at 0530/16 in position 12.35 N. ,
45:03 E. , (21 miles S. from Aden) near end 
of old swept channel. Crew believed safe.
15 minutes warning was given No S.O.S. was made. 
(C. in C. , E.I. 0636Z/16, S.N.O. Red Sea 1038Z/16)

1110/16) ARABIS and CALENDULA to close position 
(C. in C. , W. A. 122+7/16) .
Reported sunk. I.C. , 0484/40 says 268° Pinisterre
3 4 5 ’ -

1115/12 in 41:26 IT., 11:24 W. having left 
convoy 0630/12. Large submarine v/as seen. 
(ENCHA3- IT RES S 2045/1S),

submarine off Aden. Crew saved. (D. C.K. S. 277. *

(D.C. , 0046/16)

(see ATTDANIA, torpedoed 15/6). Submarine 
still in the vicinity (A'DAUIA, 0050/16).

Off Bergen. Position indefinite. A.1 (O.I.C.
0483)•

43:00 N., 14:00 W. D/P report. Unknown Unit 
-probably U-boat. Unreliable fix. (D.D.I.C. 
2030/16 to P.O.C.N.A. , C. in C. , W.A. , 
2053/16, 2147/10).

Am over enemy submarine at 282 Sudraenes 7» 
(Aircraft 204 Sqdn. , N.O.I.C. Iceland 2042/16)

51:18 N. 2:50 E. (off Ostend)(Aircraft K. Q.
Cha th am 2145/16).

WELLINGTON STAR Torpedoed 1108/16 at 42:39 N. , 17:01 W, 
sunk (245 miles W. of C. Pinisterre) WELLING'

r u r p e u u e u  i i u o /  i u  a. o jy ri. , i | . v i  v».
( 2 4 5  miles W. of C. Finisterre) WELLINGTON STAR

ATHEICpRINCE Arrived at Falmouth (? date) 
(torpedoed 12/6)

EARLSPARK 
(torpedoed 12/6)

ENCHANTRESS picked up 32 survivors 39:47 N., 11:1 
W. Captain and 5 of crew lost. Torpedoed

BRALANTA sunk Norwegian (9608 tons) sunk 0500/16 by

Submarines Reported

2330/15 A. P. message 62:36 N. , 15:09 W. at 2330/15-
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MIMING

Submarines Reported (Contd.)

21U3

Estimated 
Diojositions 
for 1 b/b/itfl

58:50 IT- , 3:35 E. Unknown Enemy Unit. 
Reliable fix. (D.D.I.C. 2208/16)

3 operating in Western Approaches.
1 operating in Finisterre Area.
1 outward bound, Southwest Bantry about 1600 

hours.
1 homeward bound Forth North Rona about dawn. 
1 about 5U degrees North 13 degrees West. 
(H.Q.C.C. 1305/15)-

Submarines Attacked

2200/15 A/S trawler ARAB reports having made depth
ch a rg e  a t t a c k  on s u s p ic io u s  c o n t a c t  a t  2 2 0 0 , 
p o s i t i o n  from  5 A buoy 11+9° 2.6 m ile s .
Much oil, position marked by Dan buoy.
(C. in C. , Nare 0035/16). 52:26 IT., 1:56 E. ,
1100 Lowestoft 7 ’. (I.C., OkQk/kO).

I.Iedit erranean

Submarines Attacked

% Cej£ta A e r ia l  r e c o n n a is s a n c e  conform ed p r e s e n c e  o f  a 
subm arine i n  C e ^ ta  am/1 6 . F. O.C.N. A. 
c o n s id e r s  sh e  v/as a t ta c k e d  and d r iv e n  i n ,  
damaged, by ou r A/S p a t r o l ,  w h ile  a tte m p tin g  
to  p a s s  th e  S t r a i t s  (D. C.N. S. 2 7 7 )*



a r  D i a r y

Prance

Havre

At 1230 the French Premier, Marshal Petain, 
announced that the French would try to cease 
fighting and that last night he had asked Gemany 
for terms for "putting an end to hostilities."

At 2130 the French Foreign Minister, I . Baudouin, 
stated in a broadcast that although France had 
asked on what condition peace could he made, she 
had not abandoned her arms, and that the French 
would sacrifice their existence rather than their 
honour.

Plans to withdraw the whole B. S.F. from France 
if necessary were 1 lade on 15/6 from Cherbourg,
St. Malo, Brest, St. Nazaire and La Pallice.
These plans were put into operation early on 17/6; 
and by 1200/17 33,790 men had been landed in 
England.
Evacuation figures up to midnight 17/18/June were 
as follows:-

1+1,770 fit.
732 wounded.

71 guns.
595 vehicles.

A large number of H.M.Ships and transports are 
taking part in the operation. 11+ ships were to 
leave the Loire pm/17 fi?p the Falmouth area and
S.S. MADURA with 180 Embassy Staff and 800 refugees 
was due to leave for the Bristol Channel.
At 1800/17 23,21+5 had been landed in the Portsmouthj 
area alone.

All British troops, about 30,000 in number were 
evacuated from Brest by 2300/l7* Evacuation 
was not seriously interfered with, except at 
St. ITazaire which was continuously bombed during 
17/6. S.S. LAITCA&TRIA (16,21+3 tons) was sunk at 
16OO; she had troops on board, which were 
transferred to 0R01TSAY; the number of casualties 
is not yet known. 0R01TSAY was hit at 1350 but 
left for Plymouth at 1830. H.k.S. .7ESTC0TT was 
holed at 1500 in collision with S.S. NYROCA and 
can only steam 8 knots. S.S. CHAMPLAIN (French 
28,121+ tons) was sunk by mine or torpedo off the 
entrance to La Pallice at 091+5/17: she was not
taking part in the operations.

Entrances to the Loire and St. ITazaire are opgn 
to demagnetised shins. The Gironde and Brestjare 
temporarily closed (0715/17) Caen is closed.'*'

It appears that a German Naval Authority has been 
established at Havre (I.C. , Ol+31+AO).
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SITUATION REPORT

A i r c r a f t  An a i r c r a f t  o f  C o a s ta l Command s ig h t e d  6 s t a t i o n -
a t t a c k  on a ry  d e s t r o y e r s  o f f  N ord ern ey a t  2 3 0 0 / 1 7  and
Enemy D e s tr o y e r s  a tta c k e d  w ith  2+ bombs. The p i l o t  e s t im a te d  a h i t  
o f f  N ord ern ey on one d e s t r o y e r .

A b o r tiv e  r a id  1 2  a i r c r a f t  l e f t  S h e t la n d s  a t  0 9 3 0 / 1 7  to  a t t a c k  
on Trondheim  " enemy n a v a l f o r c e s  a t  T rondheim , b u t w ere a l l

o b l ig e d  t o  r e tu r n  ow ing to  bad w e a th e r , e x c e p t/  
a i r c r a f t  w h ich  r e c o n n o itr e d  Sogne and O ste r  
f i o r d s ,  n o r th  o f  B ergen. 2 M.Vs w ere a t ta c k e d  
a t  1 0 1 5 > w ith o u t  s u c c e s s .

Enemy A ir  On 1 7 / 6  th e  m ain e f f o r t  o f  th e  German Long Range
A c t i v i t y  Bomber f o r c e  was c o n c e n tr a te d  a g a in s t  s h ip p in g

o f f  B r e s t  and th e  mouth o f  th e  L o ir e .

Aircraft 
brought down 
by ships

Mining

Analysis of ships’ report shows that during 
the evacuation of Dunkirk ships engaged 
destroyed 35 enemy aircraft and at least 20 
others were seen to be damaged and in distress, 
between 0300/27/5 and 2000/1/6.

The Thanes Estuary outer se a r c h e d  c h a n n e l was 
reo p en ed .
T here w ere a number o f  a i r  r ia id s d u r in g  th e  
n ig h t  1 6 / 1 7  b etw een  D over and P o r tla n d . I t  i s  
c o n s id e r e d  th e y  w ere made by m in e la y in g  a i r c r a f t  
( D. C. N. S .  2 7 7 )  3 a i r c r a f t  m in es w ere dropped  
in  Weymouth Bay. P o r tla n d  was te m p o r a r ily  
c lo s e d  b u t was reo p en ed  d u r in g  th e  fo r e n o o n .
Two magnetic mines were exploded off Poole.

Italian Hostilities

The Italians bombed Sidi Barrani twice and 
Bug Bufl' once (Medit. Coast near Libyan frontier) 
Malta was bombed h times. There were no 
casualties and little damage.

On 1 6 / 6  and night 1 6 / 1 7  Blenheims bombed 
El Aden. El Uhubbi v/as bombed 1 6 / 6 .  On the 
night 1 6 / 1 7  naval oil tanks at Tobruk were 
bombed.

_in C. , Med,— has given ord&rs -that— nnbmarineo'
are to sink Italian tenke*»e at sight without 
warning!
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SITUATION REPORT

Italian Hostilities (Contd.)

Air Raids on 
Malta

Malta was raided 1+ times today, Ta Kali 
aerodrome and the water reservoir "being 
amongst the objectives attacked. There were 
no casualties and little damage. Gladiators 
attacked and hit one enemy aircraft several 
times.

Enemy units 
off Cyprus

1+ enemy light craft were reported N.E. of 
Cyprus at noon/17. Forces were despatched to 
positions west and south of Cyprus to intercept 
them.

Submarine off 
Malta

cL.c sDIAMOND dropped airogaft on a submarine 
contact off"the Grand Harbour, Malta early 
am/17. F. O.I.C. Malta considers the attack 
successful.

U-Boat Campaign

U-boats are at present operating against our 
trade routes in the Atlantic and Western 
Approaches on a scale equal to their maximum 
at any time during the v/ar. This scale of 
attack will require all their larger 
submarines and probably several smaller ones 
to maintain it. If maintained, this would 
indicate that the maximum number of V-;)0ats 
available to take part in seaborne invasion at 
any time would be a majority of the small 
ones (say about 20)(J.I.C. Summary No. U3) •

U-boats were reported today off Iceland, 
Finisterre, Ushant and Malta.

-
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Portsmouth

Kewhav en )
tiittlehamoton )

Invasion

Orkneys

Harvri ch

Boston

Poole

5-nil - limit 
for Shining

Troon 
Ayr _

1 7 . 6 . 1 9 4 0 .
- .o n d a y .

hour coii-̂ iros

Defence of U.R.

Llilitary defence very weak on land side, 
especially when Uaval Dattalion withdrawn at 
end of this month. (C. in G. Portsmouth 
1353/17 to Admty)

Dlock-shi s now in place as Gate Vessels at 
"both ports (C. in C., Portsmouth 1917/17 to 
Admty)

Reported that §000,000 Italian Troops are 
"being moved to Germany for use against U.K., 
also 400 to 500 aircraft.

The use of these Troops in t is way is 
considered most unlikely, "but the aircra.ft 
might "be so used. (J.I.C. Report)

Admty. 1615/10. 2 Additional blockshios re
quired. Table cloth net arriving. Other 
protection against D-Doats (n.C.0.3. 1150/17)

Request you will take steps to meet military 
wishes with regard to guarding or closing 
entrances to Rivers Crouch, Dlackwater, 
Colne, Stour, Orwell and Hanford ./ ter. (Ha. 
of - . to F.O.I.C, Harwich, 1623/17)

Propose to block Dos ton Harbour ent rance and 
remove buoy: ge in Lynn and Freeman Channels 
forthwith. (F.O. Humber, 1614/17)

SS Ei.JPIRE SMTTIHEL and TYB detailed as 
emergency block^hips. (D.L.J. 2115/17)

G.3.0.1., Coast Defence, Hastern Command, 
represents difficulties from Dritish and 
Foreign ships cruising past coastal 
batteries by day at 800 yards. Suggests all 
ship ing be ordered to keep 3 miles from 
coast. Concur in this nronosal. (C. in C., 
Hore, 2007/17)
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HOUE COIIAEDS

".Vest Coast

Defence of U.K. Gontd.

Proposal to appoint h.IT.O's to west cos,st 
(list of 20, from Strangford and Greenore 
to Teignmouth and Eoanouth) Request rex^ort. 
Appointments to Torquay and Fishguard are 
"being made. (D. of L.D. to C. in C. W.A. 
1315/17)

- -inelayin.p 
Policy

C.in C., H.P’s views (C. in G., H.F. 2251/ 
17) See Operations Volume.

lovements

ARK ROYAL Sailed from Scapa at 1600 screened "by
.. :___ SSS, FAUUOTOR, and ESCAPADE (P.O.G.O.S,
1700/17 to A duty)

a r k  k o & tl ) 
h o o d ' "  )

Are to "be sailed for Gibraltar as soon as 
possible proceeding with despatch. (D.O.D. 

2000/17 to C. in C. K.P*)

REVEITGi To proceed Devonport for docking and short 
refit. Is required for further service on 
3/7. (D.O.D. (F) 2248/17)

Submarines Positions and hovegients. (V.A.3. 1837/17, 
2354/17)
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British
Refugees

Trans-ports

S.R. 0. Brest

Briery R im in g

31*4

1 7 .6 .1 9 4 0
-ion day

H O R S  COil.iANDS

I' ranc g

O p e r a t i o n  A r i el

following from naval Attache. 14 ships 
sailing from Le Verdon p.ra. 17/6 for -ah .out! 
1200 British refugees. British 1IADURA 
with 180 embassy staff and 300 refugees 
sail same time from Le Verdon for Bristol 
Channel. Ships are being routed coastwise 
to Ushant and then direct. Life-saving 
acco jodntion has had to be exceeded.
Request escort if available. (ARETRUSA to 
a .C.W.A. 0017/17)

Sailed I’rench shins PRErfHAC, 
JAUART, SATXUR, ARLBITIUR nd 
escorted by french trawlers 
and TR.Z3RAIRE II for Brest.

w ,N/
A3PIRAITT BRUIT 
(f.O.I.C. 0019/17

V

Act as S.Ii.O., Brest. On arrival get into 
touch with .j.B.L.O. and french authorities* 
CUTT E SERB with special parties sh uld be 
in port. Party for Brest is to be transferred 
to BROKE and CUTTY SARK sailed for St. 

ITazaire. Apparently all British troops 
have been evacuated but situation as regards 
stores and — .T ’s is not clear. Important 
that all British Stores should be 
evacuated if possible.
Certain RL ninesweeping.equipment nay be in 
french trawlers. Endeavour to obtain or 
destroy this, also specifications of the 
gear. ^-eported that 7000 Belgians arrive 
p.m. 18th for evacuation, also that Prench 
and Polish troops from ITorway under Ben. 
Bethoua^t may wish to leave (C. in C. ,/. .. 
to BROKE, 0324/17)

Tankers reported at Brest (D. of S.T. 0330/17

four 0013/17 Reeling postponed. Remain where 
you are for .the present* Q>.0*D*H* 0157/17 to
ARETHUSA)

Suspect considerable magnetic mining of 
River Loire during night. One of 2 LL 
trawlers under repair. Request aero lane 
sweep be carried out forthwith of buoyed 
channel St. Lazaire to seaward. (S.K.O. St. 
Eaza i r e, 0332/17)

>
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Operation 'jjt*

17.6.1940. 
- -onda;/__

Enemy _1 iniii^ 
Sontd.

S.II.O. 3t. i.:az ire's 0532/17. aeroplane/ 
sweep would be unreliable against latest 
German mines. Request second pair of 
LL trawlers be sent to St. ITazaire. (D.R.3L 
0812/17 to G in C., 77.A.)

Brest Open By 1459/16. Brest reopened p.ra. 16/6.
Ships routed to Brest must enter harbour as 
soon as possible. Adm. Ouest inform 
Capt. Bisse^K. Ho sign of liner. British 
BELLB1 lOPKOlT only ship arrived. (RACKAY. 
0745/17)

Birect all ships for Brest into harbour 
(list) (0. in G., W.A. to WESTCOTT, 0854/17) 1

-- . .G . _in G. , C. in C., requests provisional arrange: , 
be made for a destroyer to be at St. Hazaire 
at 2150 today to convey him and staff to 
U.K. Approx, numbers 12 officers 20 other 
ranks. (B.R.j-i.O.j II. •̂ n o j. o •, to o * in ^ , 

0915/17)

Transports / Request 4 troopers and 4 echanical trans-
Recuired 13/6 port davits light tomorrow Tuesday. (R.S.T.e.

Cherbourg 095l/l7)

H.M.3. BEAGLE to return to noire forthwith. 
Y/HIRL7/IHD escorts BATORY to Plymouth. (G. in 
C., 77.A. 1029/17)

Transports urgently required here. (Gant. D S 
1054/17)

5t. Halo

Brest
Reoeened

Nantes 3ays he does not want me and staff.
Ho reply from Bordeaux. Last 3.R. steamer 
leaving today. Am coming in it with st; if. 
Practically all British subj cts hive left. 
Codes and Cyphers destroys.'. (St. l.i.lo, 1106/ 
17 to P.0.)

.-y 1459/16. Brest r ... led >. .
routed to Brest must enter harbour ; s soon 
as possible. (0. in 0., W.-̂ . to all ships, 
Area B, 0739/17)

WOLVERINE Your 1356/16. WOLVERINE is at ^uiberon Bay. 
Capt. D. 9. to A. . ---, 0351
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Convoy for 
- -ilf ord Haven

Brest
Situation ro 
disposal of 
French — V s .

L jli Equipment 
etc.,

17.6.1940.
i-onday . _

nO. H  CC. - ;L3

Operation _ ■rifr’fe Jontd.

Convoy of 19 ships all full r ady hy noon. 
Intend to sail them unescorted to . ilford 
Haven. FlLuTCOlTlA temporarily out of 
action due to near i3S. Empty ships are 
being sent as required. (Y/CLVH7.IHE to 
Capt. D. 9. 0613/17)

Am now in communication with 3. .0.,
St. Hazaire, 3.P. 02318(8) D is not held 
in HAVELOCK (Capt. L. 9., 0411/17)

Hour 0618. Hou are to escort this convoy 
t king H. .S. AGATE and trawler 
CAMBRIDGESHIRE with you. (S*£2Q»A., Loire 
to '.YOLVHHIHS, 0830/17)

^uiberon Lay. Sailed convoy 26 ships in
cluding oiler and collier. (Route)
(V.r0LVL .1112, 1245/17)

Letter from Captain Lissett at Lrest re
ports Trench authorities al .ost oblivious 
of situation and all awaiting guidance from 
higher authorities, who were moving across 
3. of _rance all yesterday. They have no 
ideas whatever as to evacuating any of 
t.ieir warships of --/Vs. There is no 
antagonism out merely laissez faire. If an 
evacuati n is at all likely I should like 
as : .any destroyers as possible here to 
assist and would suggest the destruction of 
as many L/V’s as possible either by tor
pedoing them on our way out or by an air
craft read very soon after the armistice. It 
would be criminal to leave so many good 
ships to the enemy. (C. in C., y.A. 1145/17 
to Adnty)

Re obtaining or destroying Asdic gear also 
LL -/3 equipment supplied to French Trawlers.
(___  . - 2317/17 to 7.3. IS EBR)
-ost important that all possible drawings of 
French naval ammunition and at least 
general arrangements drawings of gunmountings 
should be sent in naval 3hips leaving 
Trance. (A.C.H.S. (Il) to L.1T.L.0., Brest, 
1745/17)



Jar mi ary

nrest

Tanlcers

Code Words 
Convoys
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AQ. CC-H .KPS 

Operation ....ri>fr, Contd.

Sufficient ships have new arrived. (Brest 
W/T, 1109/17) Join Capt. D 9 at St 
Razaire (G. in C., ,7.A. to .TRAIT, 1129/17)

Consult french authorities and instruct all 
tankers now at „uiberon Bay and not re
quired by french to Proceed Kilford Haven 
for ord rs forthwith. (D. of 3.T. to 
Consul, Nantes, 1305/17)

Essential that no delay shall occur in 
loading M.T. vessels (C. in C., W.A., 1511/ 
17 to S.lT.O's, --rest nd St. ITazaire.

Operation Ariel. Code words allotted to 
convoys for U.K.;- from arest, Piano, Kotor, 
Loner, Rivet, Piano 2, Aotor 2, etc., 

from Loire, Stable, Ponjo, —otto, Olive, 
Stable 2, Po.j o 2, etc., (C. in C., ,7.A., 
1312/17)

Detail a Destroyer to brine a General 
Officer and Staff from St. Hazaire to U.K. 
sailin': 2130/17 (C. in C., W.A., 1336/17 
to D. 9.)

Am informed french Govt, signed armistice 
1230 today. Have not been able to confirm 
yet. (ARETKUSA) (1442/1?)

A m  1
bkhty/uju»•.) Starboard e out of action after

foulin;: buoy. Intend HAVELOCK should re
turn to U.K. forthwith. A  . transferring to 
HI ILK DEM as S.K.O. afloat, Loire. (Cant. 
D. 9. 1417/17)

following signal has been sent to R'.C.S.O’s 
in french Atlantic ports- 
"If it becomes necessary to sail all 
shipping in branch ports it should be dealt 
with in two main classes.
(a) ships normally on short sea routes;
(b) Ocean going ships.
Ships in A class whether loaded or light 
should proceed Belfast and Clyde in 
e ual number.
Ships in Class A,if empty or loaded with 
coal should proceed Hampton Roads or 
Sydney, Cape Breto , if loaded with other

/cargo
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cargo or unseaworthy for Atlantic passage 
or short of bunkers should proceed Lelfast 
raid Clyde in equal numbers hunkering en 
route if absolutely necessary. Tankers if 
loaded or partially loaded should proceed 
Palmouth, if empty to Cepe Town.
In case of doubt use your discretion 
bearing in nind that object is to clear 
all repeat all Shipping Lritish Allied 
and Neutral*
Lou should use your best endeavours to 
obtain full french co-oneration. (i-i.C.L .3. 
(T) 1111/17, to 3.H.L.G., Lordeau::)

liy 1113/17 Take action now to clear all 
shipping except that acting under orders 
of C. in 0., Ports -outh in Operation. 
Ariel. (L.T.D., to L.N.L.O’s. and Consuls, 
Lrest Cherbourg, etc., 1425/17)
Have patrolled off Lrest and Ushant. No 
sign of large transport or other ships 
entering. Have intercepted 5 store ships 
from south and several from Lrest home
ward bound. Intend closing Lrest to find, 
personnel 3hips. ( CII. JHLLSN.-, 1823/17 )
.lave 11 1.1*T. and stores from Lrest been 

arked? (C. in C., V.A* to 
2531/17)

french state embarkation in Loire will be 
coi.pleted tonight. Confirm that this is 
correct and includes personnel and stores 
and „ .T. (C. in C., \7.a. to D. 9. for 
3. .0. St. Nasaire, 23 :2/17)

All L.L.N. It has been decided that whole of .L.f. is
to be withdrawn in icdiately. It is hoped that I 
all troops from Lrest nd St. Nazaire (L... . .J 
adds St. i-alo) will be ready to embark to
night 17th. Troops from La Pallice will 
not be ready until 18th. 13 trawlers
should arrive Lrest ffrcmi p.m. 17th 6 motor 
lighters a.n. 18th. 8 trawlers arrive 
Loire 0800/18, 4 coasters and 4 k.T. ships 
a.n. 18th, 5 coasters appronii.lately IGOO/lC 
STTRICK should be at La Pallice and 2 fast 
channel steamers leave U.K. for there p.m. 
17th. Every possible means is to be 
employed to speed up evacuation including 
requisitioning of any craft available 
locally. 3.1 .0. St. Nazaire endeavour to 
pass to S.1T.0. , La^ Pallice. (C. in C.,
\7.A., 1851/17, to S.N.O's Lrest aid St. 
Nazaire, etc.)
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Hospital carrier 3T. JULIAH to be sailed 
for Hr st forthwith, (C. in C., W.A., 1853/ 
17)

/Lilian Belgian Govt. state about 7,000 officers
Troops and men should be ready to embark tonight

nonday. Bequest confirmation. They .re to 
be embarked in any shins for U.K. ^C. in 0., 
. - A. to HACKAY 1907/170

Tour 1707. Ho confirmation re any Belgians 
before leaving Brest at 2130/ (3.11.0.
Brest in ITAKAY, 2223/17 )

30,000 
Bnbarked

G • 0 n• o •

Situation report 1930. Total embarked 
approx. 30,000 All big ships sailed inde
pendently. IACKAY and trawler will take off 
small number remaining* Anticipate leavi’ • 
2200 (3.B.O. Brest 1929/17)

following received. Bequest rrange;lents 
for evacuating G.O.C* .ay be signalled. 
3.11.0. , 3t. Base.ire, to G. i.: C.,
1930/17)

Demolition

V/lthdrav/c .1 of 
Belgian Troops

Army detachments (specified) -..ill 
endeavour to destroy all British and Trench 
oil stocks in area 3t. Baz ire, Don es, 

Bantes before embarking. Request you give 
every possible assistance. (W.O* to Senior 
Brt. Army Officer St. ITazaire 1935/17}

Ac-ity• 1614, '17* Belgian Govt, has re
quested that a number of officers and i en 
mostly of 1940 class should be withdrawn 
fro : Trance to U*K.
2. It is understood that about 7000 vi11 be
ready to embark from Brest and up to 5000 
from Bordeaux tonight: the Bordeaux party 
includes 500 Dutch 500 Belgian pilots and 
machines.
3. Obtain confirmation through B.L.O’s and 
make such arrangements as appear practicable 
observing - xat Belgian ships are being em
ployed for Operation ^riel. (7.C. .3.(h )

1 0. in C. , W,A*)1716/17 to



Conte: .

Polish.
• ..is ter

Prisoners

Cherbourg

3itiu .o ion 
Brest 2500

Air Protect

. . A e r ^Op or: tig : g

Tour 1742 (v/hetlier nessa es can be accepted 
for British S&ibassy and B.h.L.O.) Tea•
Am returniiir to Bordeaux. (B3Rj.B3IiSi 193(/17/

> ent of Poland and Minister of Foreign
Affairs acconpaniod by British Ambassador 
to Poland said staff now on board.
C.JTB.Lu 3A, 2029/17)

Aduty. 1304/17, 200 Ger lan Air force 
prisoners- arriving at Bordeaux. 
vixen t ese prisoners have been embarked, 
(v.. in C., to AjGfJHJSA, 1955/17 )

Position at Cherbourg uncertain at present 
but ade uate shiooing being orovided if 
possible tonight. (D.k.I. 2020/17)

1. evacuation of tro ps co pleted with de
parture at 2145 of IIACKAY and 3 trawlers 
and at 2500 of remaining 3 trawlers with 
stragglers.
2* Harbours cleared of all ship ing except 
Brench in accordance with --dty. 1425/17
3. Appears fair possibility of part at 
least of French llaval force in theatre 
affected will be sailed in time to avoid 
surrender to enemy.
4. Intend remaining Brest as long as there 
is any hope of bringir. ; o t ... rench forces, 
in particular hlCHBLIBU, now about a month 
from completion.
5. -.etention LL trawlers esse~tial for this 
purpose in view of second aircraft nine- 
laying raid now in progress (admiral Ouest 
2325/17)

Appeal of Polish President General Sikorflhi 
to make every effort to save Polish army. 
(ARETHUSx 2052/17)

Fighter protcctio: . Cherbourg and ^rest. 
Jetail3. (Air Ministry, 1940/17]
5 squadrons of fighters are now at Hantes 
(C. in C., V/.A. to D.G. 2016/17)

Army and R.A.F. leaving Rochelle armrox. 
time 0030/18 aboard TIIISTLEGLEH and* 
HILIPKft.Request naval escort. V/T statd 
closed down. (Be.ere to Air Min., 1945/17)
(f.C., 2355/17)
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Ope rati. . _ C out cl.

Bv cuaticn La Pallice expected to be 
completed "by 0200/13. T IXSTLEGLEN and 
PHILIPP: . s^il ir coi.'ia.i.y for Yalnouth 
(route) (Rochelle, 2000/17)

STURDY to join MACKAY at Brest (C. in G., 
. a .  011/17)

he still wishes to use a destroyer, comply. 
(C. in C., -.7.A. to D. 9. 024/17)
Situation report at 1800/17. a  (l) 18136
(2) 1G97 (3/o352 etc., (C. in 0., Ports
mouth 2027/17)

Have ordered .7I1TCHELSEA to join Capt. D.9. 
at ut. IT zaire. ITo further destroyers 
' uired at Brest* (S. :.o. **flo t, Brest,
J027/17)
Am proceeding to join D.9. 12 ships of un
known nationality anchored in A*se 
Bertheamo (V/IITCHELSEa  2100/17)
In Ya CKBY. Your 2036 arrived too late. .-*11 
ships sailed from Brest* British ETTRICK 
not yet seen. (3.IT.C . Brest to C. i: e.,
'.A. 2217/17)
Divert any small ships proceeding to St.
. alo to Cherbourg* (C. in G. f Ports: - ,
2230/17 to FOXGLOVE, ROSEMARY)
Your 1655/17. ASPIRAITT . RUK, TEI03RAIRE 2 
and convoys are to proceed to mrest as 
originally directed. (Admiral West to 
C. in G., v/.A. 2328/17)

has been ordered to cc se fig' tin. . (iCote

Ho m a n  force should non v-ithdran for 
evacuation Ghcrb0ury.

You alone can decide dgree evacuation 
material possible in accord nee infon ation 
obtained by you. Ther. is of course no
question of an Ar ' ice as regards British

C-. .C Your 735. Exolain situation to General. If

Ho m a n .. ̂ .force
to be ithdravm

Yellowing signal received. Personal 
S of 3. to General Brooke. Yr nch ..rny

troops• (.. • C . )• (H) to 0. ii 0., Por 
L V/.A., /17 )
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Operatic;'

ly 2306/17. follov/i: -• 'ro: . G.I.f.S. for
d-ener 1 frooke. Vfould like you to call 
at frost and see J. .0. -..-ho has "been asked 
to ascertain if french and foies e:: ITarvik 
are still there and v;ant embarkation to 
.3. •'-Iso ascertain if any further 
r oration of personnel, vehicles and 

stores is possible. (3.O.D. (ll) tc 3. 9.

Direct any small ships proceeding to 3t.
lo to Cherbourg. (G. in G., Portsmouth, 

to _ QXfLOVE, 30331AHY 2230/1?)

and convoys are to proceed to Drest as

/l7)

four 1655/17

UiiGG t x̂i
G. in J., ... . .
originally directed. (Admiral v/est, to
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Oporations- Prance

Situation _re 
isposwl of 

Irene’: Jhips
Capltaine Dos, my Liaison Officer, re
turned from Brest this morning. He is 
truthful and loyal to Admiral Ouest and 
myself. Admiral Ouest will not act unless 
ordered by Either Authority. A H  the navy 
will obey. He would like his Navy to 
continue fi -hting. Ordinary' hr nchmen 
believe that v/e evacuated Dunkirk without 
consults ■ hr nch and are now doin ; the 
sane. It is evident that any demolition 
v.'ork '..'ill be in the face of strongest 
possible Drench opposition .r if at terra ted 
before evacuation would result in 
sacrificing the remainder of our army. 
RICHELIEU could be subsequently torpedoed.

•j.j.u.i fu-ief is in a lock a n ’ t erefore i: _.unc. 
h e  hr nch mi ht possibly scuttle their 
ships, but the idea is repugnant to them*
C. in C., ■;*... 1251/17/ to V.C.l .S.)

hollowing from Cur. Howard Joins ton begins 
Drench objecting to demolitions. -“-rmed 
guard preventing access all objectives in
cluding Dinan oil. Jill do my best. Lnds. 
(JILL SJAIT 0545/17) (to -Aty )

. .g .*
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Iceland

Asking to retain Sunderland to visit 
Seydisfiord and other parts of coast 
30onest possible. (Alabaster to ',7.0.,
reed, from V/.O. 0730/17)

Strength of Garrison recorr.loaded. 
/IL abas ter 1806/17)

Air force 

established

.'IVACIUJS

Arrangements being made to establish 
squadron of 6 I.A. and 3 I.R. Walrus 
amphibians in Iceland to operate from 
fiord in vicinity of Reykjavik. Air
craft, stores, etc., v/ill proceed in 
ARGUS, ejected to sail 22-23/6 (lid. 
of Air, 2004/17)

Orerations- . . :.: *s.

Attacked by .f. .'s., one toroedo : i 
ahead. (VIVACIOUS, J 17) 7 
Dungene s s (I .C. 0435/ )

fed w
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British Air activity

b cesuroyers 
attacked.

r./w 1 a brou/: ht 
down by ships,

Routine flights to France to cease forthwith.
(Air Ministry, l6oi/17)

Six stationary Destroyers attacked at 2305/17 in 
position 53L 44* IT. 7° 14' E. One direct hit.
(Chatham, 0140/13)

Analysis of reports from ships engaged in evacuation 
oi Dunkirk has established that 35 eneniy A/C's '.ere 
destroyed and at least 21 of these wre seen to be 
damaged and in distress, all as a result of ships' 
gunfire between 0300/27/5 and 200/1/6. (VA. Dover 
1834/17)

Two I/V's ''/EGA and VENUS attacked by A/C at Bergen.
No hits (O.I.C. 0485)

Six Hudsons, six Beauforts, escorted by six Blenheims 
have proceeded from Suniburgh to attack enemy ships at 
Trondheim. (C. in C. Rosyth 0934/17 to C.in C. H.F.)
. ot seen owing to low cloud (Donibristle 1520/ 1 7 ).
My 1514/4 and my 0002/8, Patrol 3.A. will also be 
flov.n at dawn as well s at ausk. Patrol 3.a.2 has 
been extended, northern limit no being 065 degrees 
from ID B H I 4-800 to 60 miles from Norwegian Coast, 
and is being flown by five aircraft instead of three. , 
My 15^6/4 owing to shortage of aircraft, 3.12 and 
W. 2 cannot always be flown. Unless referred to in 
the daily air search signal, it c n be assumed that 
they will not be in operation. (C.in C. Rosyth,
1826/ 17.)

Jnerqy .-.ir Activity.

St. Nazaire. Bombing St. Nazaire tHIGHLANDER 1352/ 1 7 ) (D.9,1615/ 1 7 )

Attack on. 
Trondheim

Patrols.

Enemy 
activity 
burin; 17/6

CRCrSnY
damaged
L-HCASTRIA
damaged

Le Verdon

FRANCONIA

Enemy air activity during 17th, except for the usual 
Forth Sea ...eteorologic 1 Flight, was confined to the 
Channel and French Coast .-.rea. R/C flights at Brest 
and the mouths of Loire and Gironde kept our ships 
under constant observation. 3t. Nazaire was bombed 
twice, and Le Verdon once by one A/C. Shipping 
engaged in the evacuation from the French West Coast 
was also bobbed, 0R0F3AY (20,043 tons British) being 
hit and sli ;h^y damaged and LAFC--.STRIA (16,243 tons 
British) hit and seriously damaged. The Norwegian 
ANNAVORE (33^4 tons) was also attacked by A/C 7 miles 
3.7/. of Lefour, but escaped damage. (I.C.0485/40)

1 A/C bombed- (BERKELEY, 1942/17)

British (20175 tons) under Govt. Charter attacked by 
A/C at C618/I7 and damaged by near miss. (WOLVERINE 
06l8/17)

LANCASTRIA (Cunard if White Star 16243 tons) under Govt.Charte-
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was hit by bomb 1602/17 while embarking troops 
at 3t. Kazaire and was reported to be sinking. 
(HIGHLAKDER I603/I7) ^  6*7

(Orient Line 20043 tons) under Govt, charter was 
hit by a bomb 1352/17 at it. Kazaire but was able 
to sail at I830/I7. (HIGKLA11DK135c:/ 17) • H.ve
lost contact with ORONSAY. Last seen 2329/17 
an MZ00/2217. (HAVELOCK 0500/18 to C.in C. W.A.)

(Korwegian 33^A tons) attacked by A/C's off St. 
Kazaire 1535/17* Kot damaged (IG. 0485/40).
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Loire. Suspect considerable magnetic mining of River
4. L. trawlers Loire during night. One of 2 L.L. trawlers 
renulred. under repair. Request aeroplane sweep be

carried out forthwith of buoyed channel St. 
Hazaire to seaward. (S.IT. 0. , St. Hazaire, 
0332/17).

S.N. 0. St. Hazaire’s 0332/17- Aeroplane 
sweep would be unreliable against German mine. 
Request second pair of L.L. trawlers to be sent 
to St- ilazaire. (D.M.S. , 0812/17)

2 Mines have b een exploded off St- Albans Head 
and 2 off Poole.

Portia nd 3 aircraft mines were dropped in ?/eymouth Bay
last night and others are suspected in the 
harbour. Portland was closed (I.C. 0484/40) 
(F. O.I.C. Portland 0112/17).
Port is open. (F. O.I.C. Portland 1102/17 to 
Adty.)

Texel Further evidence supports the probability of
mines 4-0 miles N. W. of Texel and a danger area 
has been declared (I.C. 0484/40). See 6/6.

Thames Estuary The area where 5 German moored mines were
found 13/6 has been searched without further 
result and QZX 104 cancelled (I.C. 0484/40).

East Coast 
Barrage

Line B.S.16 is about to be laid. Position. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1243/17).

Brest Closed ov/ing to probable mines (C. in C. , 2nd 
Region 2210/17).

Enemy Intelligence

3 trawlers 3 trawlers in line astern 52:15 IT. , 2:1+2 E.
Aircraft report. (Chatham A. C. H. Q. 0545/17 to 
H. Q.C.C. )

S us pic ious M . V . Suspicious LI/V reported by aircraft 70’ S.W. of 
St. Kilda (Donibristle 0645/17 to Adty.)

U-boat off Helder 2 small tenders and 1 U-boat at 1450/17
* 11 miles W. of Helder. (I.C. 0485/40).
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Enemy Intelligence (Contd.)

3 unidentified M. Vs at 2305 at 53:1+2 IT. , 
7:16 E. (I.C. 01+85A0).

12 ITaval vessels 12 vessels of naval appearance, 10 stationary and]
2 moving towards Elbe, between Langeroo and 
Wangeroo at 231+0/17* (I.C. 01+85/1+0).

Pocket battle- 
ship off Elbe

Amphibious
Tanks.

1 Cruiser & 
1+ destroyers 
off Narvik

M.T.B. attack

1 ship, believed Pocket Battleship, anchored in 
Mouth of Elbe at 2350/17* (I.C. 01+85/1+0).

Some time has elapsed since German Main Fleet 
has been sighted, except units at Trondheim. 
Particular emphasis is therefore attached 
to R/C requirements of 1st priority and to a 
R/C of Stettin where a sea-borne expedition 
can now be prepared in complete secrecy.
(I.C. Ol+85/i+O)^

A. 1+ report emanating from hxgh Fifth Columnist 
German in this country that over 100 tanks 
of 170 tons Amphibious type are being erected 
on Belgian Coast. (B.N.A., Buenos Aires,
171+5/17) •

Enemy cruiser and 1+ destroyers position Narvik 
2020/17, course 250. 8 knots. (Aircraft 
201+ Sqdn. , 2030/17* C. in C. , Rosyth,2030/17 to 
Submarines on patrol).

1 enemy M.T.B., 7 miles east of Dungeness. 
(VIVACIOUS, 2350/17). My 2350, 1 torpedo 
missed ahead (VIVACIOUS, 2359/17)*

1 M.T.B. 1 M.T.B. bearing 180 degrees St* Catherines 
Pt. 1+. (Portsmouth, 1620/17)*

Norwegian Warships

Request report on state, armament, etc., to 
enable decision on future employment to be made. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1308/17)*
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HOME COMIvIAHDS

Shipping

Until further orders, no more merchant shipping 
of any nationality employed commercially is to 
he sailed for French ports. (D.T.D., 1110/17).

If it becomes necessary to sail all shipping 
in French ports, Short Sea Traders should 
proceed to Belfast and Clyde in equal numbers. 
Ocean-going ships empty or loaded with coal to 
Hampton Roads or Sydney, Cape Breton; if 
loaded with other cargo, unseaworthy, or short 
of bunkers, to Belfast and Clyde in equal 
numbers. Tankers, if empty to Capetown, 
otherwise to Falmouth. Object is to clear 
all shipping, British, Allied and ITeutral. 
(D.T.D. 1112/17 to B.1T.L.0. , Brest), (see also 
Operation Ariel).

(Donibristle 0645/17).

Some Swedish and Finnish Cellulose ships have 
agreed to proceed from 3ergen to Germany 
under their own crews. They leave Bergen 
tonight in small groups. (O.I.C. 0485).

French ports. Ships bound for French ports 
should call at a convenient 3i>itish port 
on their route. (D.T.D. to all British 
M. V.’s , 1516/17).

Broadcast from all G.3.M. S. Stations under 
your control.

Merchant ships of all nationalities are 
warned that as French Broadcasting stations 
are now under German control they should 
disregard any messages or instructions issued 
by such stations. (D.T.D. to all stations, 
1914/17).
All ships other than French diverted to 
Falmouth from OGF 34 and having coal cargoes 
on board are to be sent to London. Report 
names of ships arriving from this convoy and 
those ordered as above to London. French 
ships are to be held pending further orders. 
(D.T.D. 0040/13 to IT. C.S.O. Falmouth).

Suspicious Ships sighted by aircraft 56:50 l7., 10:00 VI. , 
210/9/0405 to be regarded with suspicion
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Ships in 
French Atlantic 
Ports

Shipping (Contd.)

f •
A.C.N.S.(T) 1111/7* See Operation Ariel,

Miscellaneous

Finnish Merchant Vessel I.LATHILDA^HORDEIT leaves 
Petsamo 18th June for Halifax and New York 
with about 2+0 survivors from H. Ivl. S. HUNTER and 
30 R.A.F. fitters. Personnel should be removed 
at sea if possible of ship taken to a convenient 
port to do this. (F.O.C.N. P. 1251/17) to IMP.)

Russian
movements

Motala Radio reported 2200/17 that Russian 
3attlf \ ^BHTSialfBEVDLUTSfA has arrived
at Tallinn in company with other Naval units.

There has been considerable Russian Naval 
activity in the Baltic in the past week and 
Russian Warships are also reported from Meza 
and Zibau. (N. I.D. VI).

Weather

>

062+5/17
North Sea
(a) N. Half

(b) S. Half

Horn’s Reef

Channel

W.Approaches

Wind

Light and 
variable.

N. or N.E. , 
moderate to 
fresh.

E.N. E. , light 
to moderate.

N. N.E. , moderate.

N. Light to 
moderate.

father

Cloudy.

Visibility

Cloudy with 
drizzle and 
fog patches 
in S.W. of area.

Cloudy.

Mainly good.

Moderate to 
good.

Mainly good.

Overcast or I oderate.
cloudy with 
occasional 
drizzle. Patches 
of fog (thin) or 
haze.

Fair to cloudy. Good.
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CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS

Home Commands

Starboard engine out of action, intending return 
her to U.K. forthwith. Am transferring to 
HIGHLANDER as S.N.O.A. float Loire.
(Captain D.9 1417/17 to Adty.)

Armed trawler. Grounded and abandoned at Brest 
during evacuation of B.E.F.

Request survivors be interrogated if they can 
corroborate that ACASTA scored one hit on fore 
part of an enemy cruiser. (C. in C.H.F. 1428/17)

Foreign Stations

British reported 12/6 as being 8 days overdue 
at Buenos Aires, had by then arrived at that 
port and sailed again for Bahia Blanca, cleared 
from there 14/6 for Freetown.

Collided with S.S. NYROCA during afternoon and 
was holed. Speed reduced to 8 knots.
(Scapa W/T, 1459/17, 1530/17)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

5181 G.T. arrived Teneriffe 17th June 
(I.C. 0485/40)

Seized at Haifa with 8250 tons phosphate in 
bulk (C. in C.Med. 0942/17)
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POKE I GIT STATIONS.

North Atlantic

Convoy Positions HX53- (D.T.D. 1318/17 to C.O.A.C. Halifax).

French Convoys Positions (D. C. 0825/17 to C. ih C. , '.A.)
and Patrols

British Submarines Positions at 0600/18 (V.A.S. 1837/17).

Lisbon Until situation here clarifies, request
only urgent secret matters should be s ent to 
me. Am destroying non-essential latter now. 
(N.C.S.O. Lisbon, 11 30/17) *

Canary Islands Requesting geographical position of aerodromes
in Canary I s . , and appreciation of situation 
there. (S.O.I. , Gibraltar to D.N. I. , 1 /1 2/1 t, • 
Replies (Madrid, 2119/18, D.N.I., 11+70/18,.

Tangier affair regarded as Spanish victory and 
is f o m e n t i n g  demand for Gibraltar. More 
reasonable opinion considers Spanish entry 
into war as impos ible, yet enthusiasm for it 
among Falangist Youth. All agree that whatever 
Italian-German demands, will be readily granted 
Gibraltar being promised in return. From 
trustworthy source it is stated all British 
will be expelled from island. (Fainas,
Majorca, to Humdrum, London. 1930/17'.
Have instructed Barcelona sail British ships 
FINTO and CORTES and Dutch THES3ABILITIE3 to 
Gibraltar forthwith in territorial waters.
(F.O.C.N.A. 19UO/17). Cancel ny 1836/17 
(p.O.C.N.A. , 2202/17).

Swain and Suggestions for flying boats to fly to ^.alta 
Gibraltar if Spanish attach on Gibraltar materialises. 
------ 1---  (H. Q. , Med., to Air Ministry, 2330/17,.

Rpuort of F rench N.A. has received report from French
forthcoming Consul Heulva that Portuguese Consul has
attack on informed his Govt, that attack on Gibraltar
Gibraltar is imminent by Italian and German aircraft
-----------. an£ ground forces. Attack is only

waiting arrival of specially powerful explosive 
known as T.1+ coming b y  Italian submarines.
In my opinion this is a (? confirmation of 
version of enemy plan involving some 
unauthorised Spanish elements. I cannot grade 
accuracy of source. I have taken steps to

see........
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FOREIGN STATIONS
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North Atlantic (Contd.)

Report of 
forthcoming 
attack on 
Gibraltar 
('Contd.y

see that Spanish authorities are privately 
informed (N. A. Madrid 1229/17)*

Intelligence points to Spain opening 
hostilities very soon by heavy attack all arms 
on Gibraltar probably with aid Italian air and 
ground and German air forces in which event 
all seagoing units Navy would leave Gibraltar 
immediately. Plans made to evacuate R.A.F. to 
Port Lyautey in accordance with H.Q. Med. 
instructions in these circumstances now likely 
to prove useless in view French situation. 
Suggest only alternative to preserve 202 Sqdns. 
for aircraft to fly direct to U.K., remainder 
personnel and equipment to follow by any ship 
available. Would appear Swordfish must be 
abandoned as provision suitable shipping 
highly improbable (200 Group 1755/17.*

South Atlantic

Disposal of B.N.L.O. Dakar reports Admiral at Dakar has
French Naval received telegram from Admiral Darlan ordering
Units. ~ him to continue. Admiral at Dakar stated

even if later this order is reversed navy at 
Dakar will join British. Suggest arrival of 
CARNARVON CASTLE or M00LTAN be hastened as pres 
ence of British warship would make good 
impression and help to maintain morale.

British M.L.O. reports shore battery and A/A 
X^ersonnel have offered their services and 
equipment to British. (C. in C. , S.A. 2359/17)

Disposal of Re disposal of British transports with French
French Colonial Colonial troops on board. (C. in C. , S.A.
Troops 2231/17* 2239/17*

Your 1916/15, re Senegalese native troops to 
Brest. British CITY OF MARSEILLES is being 
sailed with accommodation for 1+50 troops under 
cover, balance on deck if necessary. Arranging 
if possible British CITY OF SIMLA to carry 
balance in addition to 700 troops mentioned 
in your 181+5/12 by not fully loading cargo 
on coast. (N. O.I.C. , Capetown, 1505/17* to 
Transports, London).

KIRRIEMOOR A. C.N. Bs 111+1/22/5. KIRRIMI.IOOR due Capetown
11+/6, not arrived. (S.O.I., Capetown, 1618/17)*
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PORE I GIT STATIONS

Mediterranean - Policy

Ships for Until certain that Turks mean to assist us
Dardanelles fully by exercising contraband control in

Straits, I do not intend to send on ships now 
awaiting passage from Egypt with military and 
road-making materials for Dardanelles.
(C. in C. Med. 011+3/17 to Aat?/.)
Reuly. Your 011+3/17* Your action is approved. 
( T s .L. 231+1+/18 to C. in C. Med.).

Italian Tankers Italian tankers are to be sunk on sight without 
kJc to be sunk on warning. (C. in C. , Med. 101+1/17 to Capt. S.1)

sight/ " Cancelled (C. in C. , Med. 1809/18).

Mediterranean - Operations

Cable cut Ref* my 11+17/1 5 (re Northern 2 cables between
Malta and Bona) cable cut between Pantellaria 
and Cape Bon. (S.O.I.Malta 11105/17 to D. M. I. )

Envelope B.S.2 Appendix 1, Apea 2. Add new 
■ • zones IT and 0 (details) (6. in C. , Med. ,

1321/17)*

British positions 1 300/17 (D. C. 0922/17)*

IT. 0.1 . C. Haifa

Martial L a w , 
Egypt.

Request his appointment be extended to IT. O.I.C. 
Palestine Ports. (C. in C . , Med., 1817/17)*

Reference draft proclamations to impose British 
martial lav in Suez Canal Area or over Egypt 
generally. Army Council with concurrence of 
Admiralty and Air Ministry have directed that 
for purpose of internal security powers 
to be exercised by G.0 . C. in C ., Egypt under 
martial law should cover all Members of H. M. 
Forces in Egypt including those not directly 
under his command. Any directions given by 
the G.0. C. in C. for the purposes of internal 
security are therefore to be complied with by  
Naval Authorities if martial law is declared. 
(1327/17 to C. in C. , Med., Head of M . )
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean - Air.

British Air Activity

Understand refuelling facilities can no longer 
he guaranteed available at Tunis, El Diem or 
virtually east of general line Tebessa.
Would appreciate confirmation. (H.Q., R.A.F. , 
M.E. , to 5th Air Army, Algiers 0942/17)*

attached and hit one enemy several times. 
Damage slight raids 2 and 3* Attacked 
DIAMOND, hit by splinters, no casualties.
Raid 4 on Takali 15 bombs dropped (F.O.I.C. 
Malta 2005/17 H. Q. Med. to Air i in. 1755/17)*

Mediterranean - Mining

direction probably 080° - 260°

In view of the rapidly changin 
situation on the Medit. Station, uixo o not,

the Home Station. H.M.Ships will be supplied 
with QK Messages but not repetition not QB 
Mes ages. Merchant vessels will be routed to 
Gibraltar if they are required to enter the 
Medit. (Head of M. 2048/17 to C. in C. Med. etc.)

Mediterranean - Enemy Intelligence

Tobruk bombed Tobruk naval oil tanks bombed night of
16-17/6 (H. Q. R.A. F. M.E. 1846/17)*

Enemy Air Activity

Air raids on 
Malta

4 raids, first by 10 aircraft, dropping 38 
bombs line Gorradino to Luga. Gladiators

An Italian minefield exists in 
24:8 E. (off Tobruk). Limits

can no longer be regarded as "contiguous" to

4 light craft Four enemy light craft reported at 35:35 H* 
35:35 E* off Latakiya, Syria, at 1200/17> 
course 180. (O.I.C. 0485) (C. in C., Med.,

. off Latakiya, Syria, 
180. (O.I.C. 0485) (C.course

1736/17).
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Submarines
Navarino

Orders to 
Shipping

17.6.14-0.
Monday

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean - Enemy Intelligence (Contd.) .

Reference orders detain in port all British 
shi_. s I presume mveraents between Greek 
X)orts either by night or mostly in territorial 
waters are permitted. Have received C.3 
report that Italian Submarine patrol is off 
Uavarino. There are 2 British shi; s lying 
at Kalamata awaiting instructions which could 
be ordered to ITavarino to await mythical convoy 
if jrou wish a bait. (Athens, 1300/17)

Mediterranean - Shipping

All British, allied and neutral shipping in 
Southern French ports should be sailed soon as 
possible during dark hours via Spanish territ
orial waters to Gibraltar, subject to my OClpl/17 
to B.N.L.O. Toulon only. (D.T.D., 1545/17).

My 151+5/17* Following require to be shipped 
to U.K. , using any shipping available. 1+00 
British civilians awaiting repatriation at 
Marseilles. British Consul ITj.ce repeats that
3,000 British civilians there wish to be 
evacuated. (D.T.D., 1953/17* to N.C.S.0. , 
Marseilles).

Your 1501/16. The intention is to hold 
temporarily all cargoes for neutral ports in 
the Mediterranean until M.E.W. has arranged 
with Neutral Govts, concerned to report their 
safe arrival. Ships with cargoes solely for 
Turkey should be excluded from my 1554/15 and 
may be released now. Instructions for 
Alexandria apply to Port Said so far as it is 
practicable to enforce the;., there. As regards 
other Eastern Medit. ports under our eexl 
control shipments for Medit. neutrals have 
already been stopped by instructions from 
Colonial Office to revoke and cease issuing 
export licences for Medit. neutral countries 
other than Egypt and Turkey. (D.E.W.D. 1301/17 
to C. in C., Med.).



'VAR DIARY.

Convoy A N. 1.

FOREIGN o TATI QMS.

East Indies.

Your 1159/16. Convoy B.N.1 leaves Bombay 
0230Z 23/6. Route. Should pass Perim at 
dusk 4/7. F.O.C.R.I.N. to C.-in-C., E.-I. , 
1121Z/17).

17.6.40.
Monday

Hospital Carrier. Air H A  concerned V'ith evacuation of
invalids and casualties from Aden and 
Berbe^a to India which might be required 
at any time. Understand hospital ships, 
British ship VITA noVready until early 
July. If occasion arises intend to offer 
Italian E3QUILIN0 to them as hospital 
carrier, manned probably by Norwegian 
crew ex Norwegian ship JAMES STOVE, 
accommodation about 300 passengers. 
(3.N.O. , Red Sea, 1238Z/L7. )

CATHAY for S.A.Station Admiralty 2359/14, transfer of A.M.C.
to S.A. station.
Intend to transfer CATHAY. (C.-in-C.
El 1227Z/17).

Destroyers, Minesweepers Admiralty 0459/16. /ould welcome H.M.A.
ships P A R R O A T T A  and YftHRA as reinforce
ment to Red Sea Force but would not like 
to lose DERBY and HUNTLEY which are most 
suitable and frequently only available 
ships for local minesweeping at Aden.
(C. in-C.EI 1231Z/17. ) Kv/zo, .

Relations ./1th French

Situatio

China

For information. H. L.S. DAUNTLESS arrives 
Saigon 20th June. Pending instructions 
intend visit to stand. Am prepared to 
proceed by air to Saigon at short notice 
to confer with French Admiral but am
awaiting further developmentss before 
deciding. General Officer Commanding is 
prepared to accompany me to Hanoi to confer 
with French General (s) tExaccinq:ynsymag 
if War Office considers it advisable. If 
visit concurred in should be grateful for 
indication of line we should take.
Adty. ' ass War Office. (C. in C. , China, 
1506Z/17

G.O.C. has shown me War Office Tel:
7J+123 of 16th June. While watching closely 
the situation in the Far East I see no 
reason as yet to alter refitting ijrograr.ime 
and I intend to refit H. IV. S. DURBAN at 
Hong Kong early in July. Estimated time 
7 weeks. (C. in C., China, 0500Z/17)*
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America and West Indies

Your 1601+/16. C o n sid e r  Bermuda more s u i t a b l e  
th a n . J a m a ica , and up to  1 5  ta n k e r s  c o u ld  be  
d e t a in e d  a t  Bermuda. If* r e s e r v e  r e q u ir e d  in  
C arib b ean  S e a , p r o p o se  Jar.iaica f o r  ab ou t 10  
ta n k e r s . C o n sid e r  T r in id a d  to o  ex p o sed  to  
a t t a c k .  (C . i n  C. , 1T.A. & W .I. 1 0 0 2 / 1 7  to  A d t y .)

In v iew  of ma^jor c r i s i s  c o n s id e r  e f f o r t  to  
c a tc h  odd I t a l i a n  s h ip s  c a u s in g  too  much 
d i s p e r s i o n  and t h a t  we sh o u ld  now c o n s e r v e  our  
e f f o r t .  Am w ith d ra w in g  my s h ip s  to  b a s e s  so 
a s to  b e  rea d y  for n e x t ,h a se . (C. i n  C. ,
A. W.I., 1311/ 17).

s C anadian S . O . ( l )  H a lif a x  0 8 5 5 / 1 6 *  U n d erstan d  
from  a t t i t u d e  o f  F ren ch  O f f ic e r  on l e a v i n g  
t h a t  th e y  would b e p r e p a r e d 'to  p u t i n t o  a 
B r i t i s h  p o r t  i f  o r d e r  to  do s o .  (C.H. S. , O ttaw a, 
1 1 0 1 / 1 7 ',*  (R e f e r s  to  d e p a r tu r e  o f  F r. T r a in in g  
C r u is e r  JLLAN1TE D ’ARC & Fr. A i r c r a f t  C a r r ie r  BEARN)

W ill  b e  e s t a b l i s h e d  in  th e  S t r a i t  o f  Canso on  
2 2 / 6  ( O ttawa W/T, 1 606/ 1 7 ) *

Your 1601+ /16. Under p r e s e n t  c o n d it io n s  e s t im a te d  
a t o t a l  o f  8 0  s h ip s  can  b e  h e ld  i n  H a li f a x ,
Sydney C.B., and St* Johns IT. B. (H.S.H.Q. Ottawa,
1 8 5 6 / 1 7  to  Adty.)
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GROSS TONS 4 ARMAMENT:
C6EI; no arma-nent.

DATE AND TIME:

POSITION:

June 1G ~ 17. Ten minutes pest midnight; full mots,

Latitude longitude I4*04*h. gift* from &piUi*

SPEED:

ROUTE:

CARGO:

IN CONVOY:

ESCORT:

d knot*; stopped ship on sighting b/M.

bsn uorenso vis at. Vincent to Sr josouth.

A heat

no

FATE OF CRBY:
3$ a ll  told; a l l  sated.

WEATHER CONDITIONS:
/rash • !»•£. wind, onoppy as*., worse la ter in touts.

REMARKS:-
At above time ami position large enemy /4 tu rftcei WO 

metres away on port side. Crew iatneuiately starts % to abandon ship and 
boats lews red. G/M then signalled by .orae larr-p using English letters 
' Abandon th ip . * No tine was lo s t. The two boats got away in jjoofl 
order. The -Captain anU the w ireless operator stayed Ln the ship for 
about i> minutes and sent out d istress signal and position three tlaea 
before gettin g into boat. The ship was then torpedoed amidships (one 
torpedo, and went down in s few minutes. The 3/54 was on the surflH 
only 100 metres a way. 3/M did not 'speak” the bents and submerged ifter 
ship had sunk.

Boats steered 3. towards Spanish coust ana were piewlbp 
by British snip 3,8. MSidCGAIH) on 18th in 14*10*8. I l 't O 'V . The 0* 
resembled diagram of U-46.

DATE:
36th July 1*40
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Ships attacked.

ELPIS
0456
Greekjattacked by submarine 43°46^N 14°4’W /at 

(C •
_________  __ _5MST L_

in C .w Ia .0535/17) Sh^ ( / C .
o* t

CHAMPLAIN
Sunk

French (28,124 tons) mined 0945/17 off 
La Pallice and sank. (S.N.O. La Pallice, 
1000/17) Sunk by mine or torpedo 46°10’N l014'W 
(I.C.0485/40)

CANTON A.M.C. Missed by torpedo at 1734/17 at 
54°26'N 11°16,W. (328° Slyne Head 74’) 
(CANTON, 1734/17). Believed 2 submarines in 
company (CANTON, 1746/17)

Submarines reported.

0109 43°46'N 14°4’W (about 270 miles W of Cape 
Finisterre) reported by Greek SS ELPIS 
(ACWA 0251/17) (See Ships attacked)
(ELPIS 0122/17) Cancel my 0251. Position incorrect 
CALENDULA in touch with ELPIS (ACWA.0534/17)

0425 47°N 15°30'W (312°Finisterre 360°) (0.I.C.0484)

0707 45°30’N 15°W (0.1.C.0484)

0910

2005

47°30’N 8°W (2480 Ushant 130') (0.I.C.0484)

35C55'N 14°32'E (off entrance to Grand Harbour, 
Malta) by DIAMOND

2012 60°N.15°W. Unknovm Enemy Unit, probably U-Boat. 
Unreliable fix. D/F report. (D.D.I.C.2112/17 
to V.A.N.P.)

0129 43°46’ N., 14°04' W., 283° Finisterre 218’. 
Greek ELPIS reported U/B. (I.C., 0484/40)

1921 32°2'N 30°0’E (25 miles N.W. Risetta) by STUART

0830 and 
0910

47°301 N., 8 ° W •, 248° Ushant 1 3 0 ’., position 
indefinite. (I.C., 0484/40)

0825 43°53’N 13°59fW (about 220 miles W. Finisterre) 
(a/c report)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Submarines reported. (Contd.)

1510 48°25'N 6°45fW (about 65 miles W. Ushant)
(a/c report) (C. in C.W.A.1551/17)

1754 CANTON reported 2 submarines 54°25fN 11°16'W

Estimated dispositions -

2 in Pinisterre area
3 in Western approaches
1 S.W. of Ireland outward bound 
I N .  of Scotland homeward bound 
1 N. of Shetlands homeward bound
1 off W. of Iceland and possibly 1 S.E. of Iceland 
1 in Bergen area
1 Italian, probably between Gibraltar and Madeira 

(I.C., 0484/40) (D.D.I.C. 2024/17)

1450 11 miles W. of Helder (By A/C) (I.C. 0485/40)

1413 48°45'N 13°30'W (2270pastnet 225’) Position
very indefinite. (I.C. 0485/40)

1905 51°15'N 3°52'W (314° Lynton l£*) Seen from
shore. (Course N.E. (I.C.0485/40)

Submarines attacked.

0825 43°53’N 13°59’W by A/C (O.I.C. 0484)
Six bombs dropped and hits claimed (Cab.War 
Record 289) (C.in C.W.A. 0944/17. 2204/17)

1510 48°24'N 6°45’W (268° Ushant 65'). Bombed by
A/C. and two Destroyers ordered to attack.
(O.I.C. 0485) 2 Direct hits claimed (Cab.War
Record 289) (C. in C.W.A. 2359/17 to Admiralty)

Details of attacks at 0825 and 1510 (C. in C.W.A., 
2058/17)

Mediterranean

Submarines Reported.

32°02'N 30°E (330° Rosetta Mouth 35') Reported 
by STUART. (O.I.C. 0485)
A Greek ship arriving Syra 16th June met two 
submarines between Milos and Crete and a third



U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MIKING 

Submarines Reported. (Oontd.)

17.6.40
Monday

1921 (Gtd.) near Suda Bay, unknown nationality.
(N.A. Athens 1147/17 to C.M.C. Med.)

Submarines Attacked.

2005 Off Malta Harbour by DIAMOND and A/S CORAL
D/C’s dropped on contact. DIAMOND dropped 
3 patterns and CORAL 1. Consider attack 
successful. (F.O.I.C. Malta, 2005/17)



Withdrawal of 
troops from 
Prance.

French Naval 
Forces.

SITUATION REPORT.

18.6.UO.
Tuesday.

Part of the French armies are still fighting.

H.M. Consuls at French possessions have been 
instructed to assure local French authorities 
that we will do all in our power to assist the 
French possessions to defend themselves.
(D.N.I. 1755/18).

Withdrawal of the lb-0,000 British troops in France 
is proceeding from ports on the North, North West, 
and West coasts.

At Brest, evacuation of personnel was completed 
"by 2300/17. Demolitions were to be carried out 
by the French. The Germans entered Brest at 1900/18, 
and stores and motor transport had to be left behind. 
The armed trav/ler MURMISK grounded at Brest during 
the operations and h adAto be abandoned.

All personnel was evacuated from Cherbourg and 
St. Malo by 1600/18 and demolitions completed.
At St. Nazaire, S.N.O. left in WINCHELSEA at 1315/18 
with Brigadier Gill and staff; a number of Belgians 
remained to be evacuated at night. All A.A. guns, 
tanks, and the best equipment were withdrawn.
Ships were sailed for La Pallice and Bordeaux, 
in readiness for evacuation there. ARETIIUSA is at 
Le Verdon and BERKELEY at Bordeaux.

Up to midnight 18/19 the total landed in the United 
Kingdom was 82,01b.

See Adfcy.1850/18 in Operations Volume.

Every effort is being made to persuade the French 
Government to order the French Fleet to British 
ports or alternatively to sink itself before 
armistice terms are discussed.

Council and Ministers have agreed unanimously to 
refuse any terms which include surrender of French 
Fleet. (D.N.I. 1755/18).

The battleship COURBET was off Ushant at 2215/18, 
steering north. The battleship PARIS is proceed
ing to Plymouth. The new battleship RICHELIEU 
sailed for Dakar at 17b7/18 from Brest.

All French naval forces are believed to have left 
Cherbourg.

Admiral, Ouest, in LE HARDI has left Brest for 
Dakar. All French naval forces ready to steam at 
Brest, Lorient and St. Nazaire, were to leave before 
tonight for Casablanca, including the new destroyers 
EPEE and KAMELUCK at Lorient.
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SITUATION REPORT

ARK ROYAL
and xiOGD

Action with 
E. boats

Enemy Cruiser 
off Narvik.

It was intended to try to take the uncompleted 
battleship JEAN BART out of St* Nazaire, empty of 
fuel, during the night of 18-19. She is to be 
refuelled at sea and sailed for Casablanca.

All French a/c. ready to fly have left Brest for 
Hourtin, south of the Gironde.

Admiral, Ouest, intends to sail for British 
ports any French M.Vs. which have not enough fuel 
and water to go to Casablanca.

A French convoy of six fully-loaded store ships on 
passage from Greenock to Brest, escorted by two 
armed French trawlers, has been diverted by Admiral, 
Ouest, to Milford Haven.

aRK ROYAL and 4 destroyers left Scapa 1545/17 
to R.V. at 2000/18 with KOOD and screening 
destroyers from Clyde, 2^0 miles Pest of ; a{in 
Head (N.Ireland). HOOD and ARK ROYAL are then to 
proceed to Gibraltar with despatch.

VESPER and VIVACIOUS were in action v/ith 2 German 
E boats off Dungeness about 0230/18. One torpedo 
was fired at _,r and missed. The enemy escaped.

V,VAC'ouS ' *«-/.. 3*./
A Sunderland ;/C on reconnaissance in the Narvik 
area 2030/17 reported an enemy cruiser and 4 
destroyers off Narvik proceeding on a westerly 
course at 8 knots.

Enemy Transport TeTRARCH reports that on 16/6 she sank an 
sunk. escorted southbound transport off Lister Light.
British
AIR
Activity.

Enemy
Air
activity.

Normal patrols were flown.
A new anti-invasion patrol of Lysander a/c is 
being flown at dawn and dusk between Sheerness 
and Selsey Bill from p.m. 18/6.
6 Hudsons left at 0900/18 to attack the 6 
destroyers sighted and attacked yesterday off 
Kcrderneyj and were Aa-Ser ordered to investigate 
a bomber pilot's report that a battleship was 
anchored at the mouth of the Elbe. No ships 
were si :hted except 15 barges off the docks at 
Norderney.

Three Blenheims carried out a reconnaissance of 
Stavanger. Seven M.V.'s of about 2,000 tons each 
were observed.

Coastal and Fighter Commands proviced air protection 
for the evacuation of British forces from France 
during the afternoon.

Chatham was raided at midnight 18-19/6. Two bombs, 
were dropped, one into the mud between R.N.
Armament De.-ot at Upnor and the training ship 
-iRETHUSA, and one on to a disused barge shed. 8 
bombs fell near Hole Haven oil depot, and a number 
near Shell Haven, where the pumping station was
set on fire. Bombs were also dropped on Southend.



18.6.40.
"Tuts iay

Lining;

Attacks on 
Shipping

Italian
^Hostilities

iline enemy -VC were brought down by our fighters, 
ana three by other means. Four others were possibly 
destroyed. J

Brest is closed.

A magnetic mine was exploded off Portsmouth and one 
off Lowestoft.

5 Hampdens laid mines in the Estuary of the Elbe 
during the night of 17/18 June.

At 1654/18, the British ship NIAGARA (13,$15 tons) 
was sunk by an explosion, origin unknown, off North 
Island, New Zealand. A mine was swept up near the 
position.

S I T U A T I O N  -REPORT

Malta was raided at 0915* One bomb was dropped, which 
exploded about 10 minutes after contact. No*damage 
was done.

A/C reported that the damaged Italian submarine mas 
still at Ceuta.

The Governor and C in C. reports that the number of 
A.A. pans at Gibraltar is quoted in deri ion in the
dpanish Press.
He suggests that the promise of even a small expedit
ionary Fbrce to North Africa might do much to stimulate 
the French to carry on the struggle there and .ight 
also restrain bpain.
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HONE COMMANDS 

Movements

Home Fleet Fleet is at 2 hours’ notice for steam (C. in C., 
H.F. , 1040/18).

NEWCASTLE) 
SUSSEX )

Return to Scapa with despatch (C. in C., H.F. 
0954/13).

GALATEA) 
IMOGEN ) 
GRIFFIN)

To he sailed for Plymouth with despatch (D.O.D. (H) 
0105/18 to C. in C., Portsmouth) Arrived 0930 
(C. in C. , W.A. 1013/18).

CORFU
CANTON

Your 1610/17. Vessels should remain under 
operational control of C. in C. , Western Approach^; 

unless current operations are suspended or until 
ships are required to proceed to Freetown.
(D.O.D. (H) 1729/18 to V.A.N.P.).

Submarines Positions 0800/19 and movements (V.A.(S) 1944/18)

HOOD & 
ARK ROYAL

Sailed from Clyde 0407/18 escorted by FRASER, 
RESTIGOUCHE, SKEENA, ST. LAURENT, and WANDERER 
to R/V with ARK ROYAL in accordance with C. in C. 
H.F. 2314/17 (F. O.I.C. Greenock 0407/18).

My 2000/17. ARK ROYAL and HOOD are required at 
Gibraltar as soon as possible. (D.D.O.D.H. to 
V.A.A. )
No further air escort available (C. in C.,
Rosyth 1046/18 to ARK ROYAL).

Cherbourg

Disposal of Fr»ench Fleet

Following from B.N.L.O. Cherbourg. Admiral 
Nord proposes to send all warships and seaplanes 
based at Cherbourg to Portsmouth if peninsular 
line is xdrced. It is now being attached T.0.0. 
0036/18. Ends. (C. in C., Portsmouth 0207/18).

Pass to French Adty. from F.N.L.O., British Adty.
W e are informed that as defences of the 
Carentan Line have been forced and as it seems 
impossible to resist more than a few.hours 
longer, Admiral Nord has taken dispositions to 
evacuate to England the Fleet under his orders. j 
(For F.N.L.O. 1236/18 to B.N.L.O. Bordeaux). I
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Brest Force

RICHELIEU

RICHELIEU
PARIS

Brest Forces 
bo sail for 
Casablanca.

JEA1I BART 

H. Vs

i Store ships 

COURBET

HOLE COMMANDS

18.6. HO. 
Tuesday.

Disposal of French Fleet

Admiral West has decided to evacuate forces 
Maritime Ouest TOR 1001/18 (A. C.W.A. 121+3/18 to 
VANQUISHER)

? All ships left Brest. (COURTIER 2155/18)

BROKE reports French Naval Force leaves this 
evening for Port Uollendo, North Africa. 
Admiral West Mollendo in LE HARDI. Demolition 
intended for 2 3 5 9 *  1 5 5 8 .  Ends. This includes 
RICHELIEU (C. in C., W.A. 2 0 5 5 / 1 8 ) .

RICHELIEU has sailed with Admiral West (BROKE 
1 71+7/18).
V.C.N. S. 1850/18 to All C ’s in C. and S.N. 0.'s 
concerned. see Operations Volume.

Evacuation from St. Malo and Cherbourg completed 
1600. Enemy in Brest at 1900 - situati n of 
French Naval Farces in these ports not fully 
Known, but RICHELIEU sailed at 171+7 with 
Admiral Ouest in LE HA :DI for Dakar and PARIS 
proceeded Plymouth. All French Naval forces 
believed left Cherbourg. (D.C. 2022/18).

Information collected form Admiral Ouest (Brest) 
at 1600 B. S.T./18.
1. All French,naval forces at Brest, Lorient 
and St* Hazaire ready to steam will be sailed 
before tonight for Casablanca except RICHELIEU 
which will sail to Dakar. EPEE, MAMELUCK (new 
destroyers) will leave LorieaLt tonight.
2. Intended to try to take out of St. Nazaire 
tonight JEAN BART empty of fuel. Will refuel at 
sea and sail for Casablanca.
3. Admiral Ouest was informed of presence of 
tugs and demolition party, but stated all 
arrangements made and no assistance required.
1+. French 1,1. Vs who have not enough fuel and 
water to go to Casablanca to sail for Milford 
Haven, Falmouth or Plymouth.
5. Plans for demolition at Brest and Lorfrient 
are ready. Orderfbr execution is to be given at 
any moment today. (C. in C., W.A. 225^/18).

Off Ushant, steering North (MACKAY 2215/18 to 
A. C.W.A. )
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WHIRLWIND

Stores to He 
evacuated from 
Brest.

Personnel only 
to He embarked

Brest - 
minesv/eeping

Air raid

Ciierbourg
area

HOME COMMANDS

18.6.U0.
Tuesday.

France

Evacuation of B.E. F.

Sailed for Gironde (C. in C. , W.A. 025k/18).

BROKE act as S.N. 0. Brest. Apparently all 
British troops have "been evacuated hut situation 
as regards stores and LI.T. 's is not clear. 
Important that all British stores should he 
evacuated if possible.

Certain L.L. M/S equipment may he in French 
trawlers, endeavor to obtain or destroy this, 
also specifications of the gear.

Reported that 7000 Belgians arrive pm/18 for 
evacuation. Also French and Polish troops from 
Norway under general Bethojfcart may wish to leave. 
(C. in C. , W.A. 032V18 to BROKE)

Your 2331/17- Final instructions from G. H.Q. 
after several reversals of policy during Monday 
forenoon was Personnel only to he embarked: 
About 25 guns were embarked. (S.IT. 0. Brest 
in MACKAY 0031/18 to C. in C. , W.A.)

Your 2325/17. Every assistance will be given. 
3 large Tugs have been sent St. ITazaire. L.L. 
Sweepers ordered to remain at 3rest. 3R0KE is 
now S.B.1T. 0. at Brest. Please communicate 
your requirements. (C. in C. , W.A. 0lj-25Z/18 to 
Ad. Quest).

Enemy bombing Berthaume (BROKE 0607/18).

157 Infantry Brigade began arriving Cherbourg 
Area about 1800/17, apparently not followed up 
by enemy. Numbers evacuated to midnight 17/18:

Fit 41 ,770
Wounded 732

Guns 71
Vehicles 595

F'7/L

1U5 Heavy Bombers employed during night. Two 
missing. (W.0. Summary to 0700/18).
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Brest &
Le Pallice 
closed

Last Shipment

St. Halo
evacuated

In-pending 
attack on Brest

Nantes.
No "fighters

Cherbourg
Evacuated.

Cable to be 
destroyed

HOLE COMMANDS

France (Contd.)

Brest and La Pallice closed. Mines probable 
(A.C.W.A. 0714/18 to Ships)

Embarkation of Personnel will be complete 
pm/18 but no stores and no M.T. and no shipping 
available for either. (S.N. 0. St. ITazaire 0730/18 
to C. in C., W.A.).

Close Cherbourg. Be ready to go alongside 
Quai du Honet to evacuate last shipment of about 
800 troops and naval demolition party 50 and 
to rovide covering fire. (C. in G. Portsmouth 
1107/18 to SA3RE and FEHITIE).

St. Malo evacuation complete. Preparing demolition 
Closing down wireless, (c. in C., Portsmouth 
1325/18 to FOXGLOVE).

All M/T and Store ships crammed to capacity with 
Personnel; all holds in use and men short of 
food and vaster. If these conditions can be 
acce.ted propose detail BAHARISTAJT with 2500 
troops onboard. (S.N.O. St- Nazaire 1440/18 to 
A. C.W.A. ).

Reported Germans making special efforts reach 
Brest quickly. Inform Admiral Ouest. (C. in C.,
W.A. 1442/18 to BROKE).

In view impending attack on Brest request you 
will leave Harbour Gate open. (A.C.W.A. 1444/18 to 
Admiral Ouest).

Understand there are now no fighters at Nantes 
(C. in C. , W.A. 1514/18 to D.9).

Evacuation of Cherbourg and demolition completed 
satisfactorily. (FERMIE 1720/18 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth).

S.IT. 0. St. Nazaire evacuated Port at 1315/18 with 
Brigadier Gill and Staff. (S.N.O. St. Nazaire in 
WINCHESTER 1817/18 to A. C.W.A. ).

- A
Opera ion Aridl completed. All Personnel 
evacuated Cherbourg and St- Malo. Demolition 
completed. (C. in C., Portsmouth 1823/18 to 
Adty.)
French cable company report Germans are marching 
into Brest. Cable will be destroyed at 7 p.m. 
(C.T.C. to Adty. Reed. 1921/18)
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

France (Contd.)

Polish Army

Refugees

ARETHUSA’s 2052/17* Every effort is to be made 
to evacuate these troops. ,7.0. endeavouring
to trace their whereabouts. (D.O.D.(ll) 1338/18 
to C. in C. , W.A.).

Can only embark 200 of 600 refugees expected 
this afternoon unless I can use Dutch and 
Norwegian ships. If present flow of refugees 
continues I must ask for ships to be sent here. 
Can you give me estimate of total number to be 
expected. (ARETHUSA 1342/18 to BERKELEY)

Have now requisitioned Dutch ship BENNEKOM for 
refugees. She can accommodate 1+00 (ARETHUSA 
12+1*4/18 to BERKELEY)

^WHIRLWIZTD Expects arrive Le Verdon at 050C/19- (C. in C.
W.A. 1705/18 to ARETHUSA).

SOBIESKI
KOlftlGtlT
EMMA

Sail SOBIESKI and KQlAfEGfcN EMMA for Louth of 
Gironde forthwith, to make contact there with 
British Warships. (C. in C., W.A. 1759/18 to D.S.T 
Plymouth). 0.

Czech troops One Gzech Divn. with A/C total 12,000 is at
Agde near Montpellier, Marseilles. Endeavour 
contact its General Inggr at Bezier and inform 
him that if he can reach Bordeaux before enemy 
troops interfere with route, transport to U. K. 
will be provided. (C. in C., W.A. 1951/18 to 
ARETHUSA).

Hav u enough tonnage for evacuation Gironde } 
(C. in C. , W.A. 191+3/18 to ARETHUSA).

Sailed MADURA for Falmouth and NARIVA for 
Bristol Channel. Intercept and escort (ARETHUSA 

______ __ >1925/1 8 to WHIRLWIND) •

Operations
Four Swedish destroyers PSILAITDER, PUKE, ROMULUS, 
and REMUS probably accompanied by supply ship 
PATRICIA and tanker CASTOR left Queenstown 
15th June and will probably call Faroes to 
refuel from CASTOR. (Hd. of M. 161+5/18 to 
IT. O.I.C. Faroes).
Advising Northern Patrol. (F. 0. C.N. P. , 1851/18)
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British Air -activity

R/G of 
Stavanger

3 Blenheims leave Sumb rough. shortly for 
r/c of Stavanger (C. in C., Rosyth, 1054/ 
18)

Identification
Signals

Measures to safeguard and to conserve 
stocks of pyrotechnic signals (Air --in. 
1229/13)

Larx and 
Borkum air 
"bases to "be 
attacked

At first convenient opportunity you 
should undertake heavy attack with night 
bombers on 11arac Aerodrome and Borkum 
Seaplance Base with the object cf re
ducing scale of minelaying now being 
carried cut from these two air bases 
against cur Haval Bases and ports on the 
Bast and South Coast. (^i Bin. 1315/18 
to Bomber Gnd.)

R/C's of 
llorway
C 0 CoS u

2 Blenheim aircraft leave Sumb*-o ugh as 
soon as possible to li/C Rorwegian coast 
from 60.1! to Lister (C. in C., Rosyth 
1758/18 to G. in C., H.P.)t
following R/Crs ordered in addition to 
my 1928/18. Trondheim and Piords down 
to 62°1T; Bergen and fiords up to 62° 11 
coasts and fiords between Bergen and 
Stwanger; and Aarlborg (C. in C., 
Rosyth 1930/18 to C. in C., H.B)

Prohibited ^rea Existing 3. Coast Training Area cancelled 
,Thole of English Channel to Lizard 
and ten miles inland from 3*30,\V to 5.20* 
W is hot; a prohibited area except speci
fied Training Area for day use only, (^ir 
ministry 1529/13)

0510 3 destroyers, stationary, attacked by 
aircr ft, 53*45*H., 7.10*E., 5* K. . 
Bordemey. Ro hits. (I.G., 0436/ 40

0512 6 destroyers, stationary, attacked by air
craft 53.43*1!., 7.12 'E., 5* \V by R.. 
hrordemey. Ro hits. (I.C., 0486/40/

Invasi on 
11 trols 
Instituted

Lysander ■ ircraft will carry out Dusk and 
Dawn Invasion Patrols along Coast Sheernes 
to Selsey from dusk 18/6 till further 
notice (D.C. 1651/18 to C. in C., --ore)

Enemy -mr Activity

Raids on See Situation Report,
irt? 17/18)
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NUKUbSEG 1 
4 I-'inesv/ee-'ers

Destroyers and 
40 I . . ' 5

E-3oat

V I V A C I O U S  
attacked by 
E-boat

18.6.1940. 
Tuesday___

HOLE C0L1ANDS

Ene:r; Intelli ence

aircraft 2030/17, HIPrEn class cruiser 
accor.ipa.nied by 4 destroyers were 10 miles 

of Narvik apparently steering for 
exit from Ofot Fiord. (C. in C., R0Svth, 
0554/18) (Donibristie 0514/18)
Cruiser appears definitely of ITUR2IEERG or 
LEIPZIG class (C. in c . Rosyth 2250/18)

;iie ELUCIER clas_s and 4 destroyers sighted 
y aircraft off Narvik h. ve been identified 

from photographs as the KuRNEERG and 4 of 
tne latest M  class minesweeners. (I.j. 
0486/40)

2 aircraft reported at 0510 3 destrovers 
st oicnary 53.45*-; ’ .10*n, 6 destroyers 
53.<-3 *L 7.5’E and 40 small j e reliant shins 
all under 500 tons anchored off Enden at 
0512. Further reconnaissance is being 
carried out (D.O.D. (H) 1000/18, to C. in 
C., H.E.; 3 destroyers were attacked, no
hits (A.C.II. Chatham 0835/18)

LI intercept indicates presence of E - B o a t s  
towards Havre (C. in C., Portsmouth 0016/18)

VIVACIOUS attacked by one E-boat at 2350/17 
seven miles East of Bungeness. One 
torpedo missed ahead. VESPER on patrol 
sighted two, possibly four, E boats at 0114/ 
18 near Ho 10 Buoy. Enemy retired to 
southward at High speed persued by both 
Destroyers, lost touch at 0150. (v.A. Dover 
0900/18 to Admty)
A

.P.B.U. Sortie at 1200/18 shows one . .1.3. ct 
Eastern Arm Avant-Port, Boulogne. ( P . 3 . U . I .  
2027/18 to N.I.D.) r{l

.1.3. had left Boulogne by 1945/18 (P.D.U.I. 
0230/19 to N.P.D.) 7l
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h o m e coi: a e d s

Enemy Intelligence, Gontd.

1200. 1 U-bcr t, E. An.; Avant -ort, Boulogne. 
(I.C., 0486/40 had left by 1945/18]

I7o hostile craft in Havre, Eecar.ro, Dieppe 
etc., (I.G. 0486/40)

2315 1 E-bo. t, 4 bombs dropped, near i isses, 
enterin': Harlingen, Zuider Zee. (I.C. 
0486/40;

1523 7 ....V's, Stavanger (I.C. 0486/40)

6 destroyers and 19 merchant ships were 
reported by aircraft off the German 
-risian Islands between 2505 and 2540.
1 large warship was reported anchored 
between Heligoland end Gunhave at 2350 
(I.C., 0486/40)



■'A: DIARY.

Insurance.

Routing; to Med.

Shipping bound for 
France.

0R0N3AY.

Greenland Ships.

French Gables.

0500 3.S. T.

North 3ea.

Channel.

Horns Reef,Dutch coast, 
Ska errak.

Further north.

18.6.40.
Tuesday.

HOMS COMMANDS. 

Shipping.
—  ■ ~ .mi.

Government will cover all Allied or 
neutral vessels obeying Admiralty.
IIIS/I7. (D.T.D. 0346/18).

In vie’’ of the rapidly changing minelaying 
situation on the Mediterranean Station, 
this Station can no longer be regarded as 
’'contiguous" to the Home Station.
A.!'. Ships will be supplied with QK messages 
but not repetition not QB Messages.
Merchant vessels will be routed to Gibraltar 
if they are required to enter the 
Mediterranean, (tf*•<£ n., <njrs, £ c^cwfCf

Neutral and Allied Shipping bound for 
France and met at sea is to be sent to a 
C. C.Base or U. K. Port for detention and 
enquiry. (Admiralty A Message 1314/18).

Arrived 1547 (C.-in-C. 77. A. 1917/18 to Adty. )

(See America and .Vest Indies.)

HOMS COMMA ADS.

Miscellaneous.

Request sail ALERT when Escort available 
to divert Kavre/Nevrfoundland cable into 
Penzance, to cut both Havre/.Vaterville 
cables in mouth of English Channel, and to 
repair Porthcarno/Lisbon cable 95* from 
Porthcurno. (DD0DH. 1907/18 to C.-in-C. 7.A. )

WEATHER.
<ind.

N. E. fresh in South 
East, variable 
light or S. v. 
moderate in North.

Visibility Outlook. 
Mainly good, Similar, 
haze in Visibility
South. improving

in South.

N. or E. moderate. Good or
very good.

Similar.

N. E. ,moderate or Good, 
fresh.

W. or S. :. light Good or
or moderate. moderate.

Similar.

Visibility
deteriorating.
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S3 ORB. GV. (British. 6003 tons) reported overdue 
12/6, arrived Las Saimaa 18/6 (D.S)

\ Greek, B maged By collision with 
ELISABETH LEFTS Oil. Towed into Falmouth. 
(G.C.3.0. i’al .ioutli, 1154/18 to l-.L. vV.)

SCI--.ITTI3T ritisl: (6199 tons) left Durban 3.7/4, 
overdue, presumed lost.

HAXBY British (5209 tons) left Clyde 8/4 for 
Corpus Christi, overdue, ■ 'resumed lost.
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( Evacuation of British troops and 
material fro... Cherbourg ..n . 3t. Halo).

V/hile operation. \ias successfully completed 
uring the afternoon 18/6 Fighter patrol 

maintained over the area was the principal 
factor in thi. ucce

'
'.as drawing to a conclusion. (MO.11353/40)

FORBIGg: ST -Tiers.

3hi..'..'iny Detained, 

forth Atlantic.

(a) Orders for all Norwegian Ships to 
proceed to British ports and detaining of 
French ? Convoy l6th June at Gibraltar 
have _iven vary bad impression hare, ho 
corresponding orders Lave been received 
from French Admiralty.

W S M  f \ sailing fro i(?4m
Cran 20th June with urgently required ‘ A 
stores announces intention to quit Convoy 
for British Fort. Intend to instruct 
Master to proceed direct to Oran unless he 
receives further orders* (FIX' , Casablanca 
1727/18, to F.O.C.h.---.).

Mediterranean.

Fo. 767 F.A.A. Sqdn, fro.. Toulon, request 
a^ roval send them Gibraltar via ArzeijL 
(B.IT.L.OBizerta, 2143/16).

f.h-f I . T ... IF >.

s s h a r n h g r s t . 
Kobe.
GLB3,
Yokohama.

Trawlers.

China.

Took 476 tons of fresh water curing May.
(A.2.) Harbour Master stated ship unlikely 
to move near future.

Further negotiations r ported for sale of 
2 ships to Japanese. Yokohama, BLBS fitted 
to take additional 300 tons of oil fuel, 
loading provisions. ( Capt. 0.3. Singapore,
08262/ 18). ’

U-3C.-.T C . : P . d T  .-.IX MIdll'O.

Ships attacked.

Two Spanish trawl rs re reported to have 
been torpedoed and sunk on 18/6, position 
not known. (-r

C - °^9V40)
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i’OHEIGIT STATIUiTS

Convoy

llorth ntl. ntic

Your 1940/17. Gibraltar-Oran convoy of 
7 ski 3 due to leave 0600/19. Should it 
be sailed? (l.O.C.N.A. 1136/13)

Trench --ttitude Trench Govt. have proposed to l.c: lies that 
he should continue tire fight. Suggest tie 
pronise of Nxplditionary force even s; 11 
to north Africa where Trench are weak 
might go long way to stimulating Trench to 
carry on there, light also restrain 

Spain (Governor Gib. 1155/18)

Gibraltar No further indication of imminent attack 
by Spaniards and warning should be obtain
able. All arrangements made to clear 
harbour quickly in event of heavy gunfire 
attack. (f.O.C. .A. 1134/18 to Admty. )

11-1)1 - ill) D

South Atlantic

Yroceed to Dakar at best possible speed 
(C. in C., S.A. 0240/18) Revert to control .
of J. in 0., A. .. (D.O.D (3?) 1445/18)

mL.ii Proceed to Dakar if fuel permits and cone 
under orders of C. in C., S.A. (D.O.D. (f) 
1445/18)

PATIiOCLUS After refuelling at Gibraltar is to be 
sailed to rejoin Northern Patrol (D.O.D.(f) 
1445/18 to C. in C., S.A.)

Dakar Civilian morale poor and natives indifferent 
If riecessry shall attempt garrison Dakar 
Peninsular with loyal troops. Airport, Oil 
Tanks, and Docks can easily be destroyed 
from sea. a  role water, but food supplies 
would have to be sent. (h.L.O. Dakar, 0015/1 
to V; r Office)

Payal German Nationals s y Fayal will be German 
territory by jxt ictober. Fact. (V.C. a, 
2220/18)
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Lisnosal of 
ronch fleet

AA guns _£or 
Gibrnlta-r

Results of 
Operations
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uediterr; m e an

Operations nc_ General

Admiral Godfrey commanding French force 
here expressed horror at idea of handing 
french ships over to Germans; said he 
would sooner scuttle then. He also ashed 
if ther e v.ms no possibility of continuin 
fighting under hritish flag.
.also said morale of french sailors was 
high.
I have highest opinion of Godfrey. (C. in 
C., . :d. 1545/13]

It is hoped to evacuate certain R.A.f. 
personnel and Equipment including 13 three 
inch and 4 Eofors A/A Guns. If successful, 
serviceable Guns, Stores, and A  munition 
with necessary Personnel should he dis
embarked at Gibraltar for Local defence.
(D. of L.D. 1834/13 to f.O.C.U.A) •

-/3 operation by destroyers mentioned in 
my 14'*3/16 resulted in 1 and possibly 2 
U-boats being attached 40 miles IT. of 
Alexandria. Result not yet known.
2. As result of report by french aircraft 
of 4 unknown enemy units off coast of 
Syria 1200/16 14th D f were ordered to 
vicinity of Kaso Straits and 1 Divn. 2nd 
D.f. to position 60 miles 3. of Cape Guyda ( 
(Crete) end GLOUCESTER to near Rhoded. 
flying boats cooperating, no result yet.
**) • 0"0 0 ¥ ion planned.
4. Re Adty* 1S36/14 and r.crc extended 
operations. (C. in C. Med. 1549/18, 1701/193

Enemy Air -ntivity

Raid from 0915 to 0923 G.. .T. by one ir- 
crr.ft v: ich Gre >ed one bomb at Hal far. 
fom.b exploded about ten minutes after con- 
t ct. Ho damage (H.Q,. b lta 1618/13 to Air 
ministry)
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Mediterranean. Contd.

'

Hines laid "by enemy submarines lave been 
well outside 100 fn. line. It is sus
pected they are in as : tuch as 200 fathoms. 
Hines are known to be in 40.12’IT., 17.29’E 
and also on lat. 40.18’IT Somewhere between
17.00 *E., . nd 17.51 ’II. (off Taranto ). 
(I.G., 0486/40;

Shinnin-

o im

Incident at 
I chung

Gunboats

British vessels or vessels under Allied 
control in Algerian Ports are to sail for 
Gibraltar as early as ossible, in convoy 
i
using d; rimess and Spanish territorial 
waters. (D.T.D. 2503/1 °> to IT.C.3.0. Algiers

hy henc D727/5 of 50 hay. C o a s t a l  T r a f f i c  
ic un
cover of d a r k n e s s .  E s c o r t  w i l l  be p r o v i d e d  
for o i l e r  and A . 3.1.3. O t h e r  l / V ’s r;ay be 
included in O i l e r  aid A.S.I.S. c o n v o y  if of 
s i m i l a r  speed, h o t  t h o u g h t  that A e g e a n  
Co n v o y  w i l l  be run for at l e a s t  ten days. 
(C. in C. h e d . _ 0 019/16, heed. 1 5 1 5 / 1 8  to
3. S . 17.0. Cues O a n a l  ~:.ea)

China

Is your 1516/17 (ships not to roceed to 
french ports) intend to apply to ports in 
french Indo-China and is your 1940/17 (all 
french ships to proceed to no rest British 
nort/ intended to pply in China Statin.
(C. in C., China 0150/18 to Admty) Reply. 
Use your discretion (-.. C . .3. (t ) 1406/18}

hour 0150/18. Cancel ny 1406/18. Yes. (I), f. 
1848/13)

Japanese aircraft flew low ov r river 
and sprayed British property 1100/17 
killing .nd wounding :'.any refugees. (h .L.O. 
Shangh: i 08042/13)
CRICKET and TERN are being withdrawn for 
service elsewhere; but no present intention 
of withdrawing PETESEL who is permanent 
S. IT. 0. Shanghai. (C. in C. China 1112/18 
to B. Ambassador, Tokyo).



War hi ary
18.6.1940.
Tuesday.__

America & West Indies

Greenland
oilips

Admiralty said - .inistry of Ship inr 
tnat GE- .E i.ujJ . _-h>h and GJJoTxJV EOXi..

su;j cst 
owned by

Greenland Govern :ent he allowed to con
tinue to sail in Greenland waters flyinr 
Greenland flag, neither ships nor Govt, 
have line. with. Copenhagen. (Hd. of 3.., 
ldlo/18, to C.I .S., Ottawa).

3Iew Zealand

The presence of ies in position 35*53*8 
•“ ■' d ’n., of:.' .Iceland, indie; tes
f.ie possibility of a raider at larye in
the Pacific. (I.C., 0486/40)
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GYPYiM; 1 3  CILJ7T SHIPS

rpsium-ELs
. .lie:., o.:. jls
i a.ja.
1 - JiITZA

Refusing at Trieste. Reported re
quisitioned by Italian Govt, immediately 
previous to their declarir: war. (I.G. '
0485/40)

- ji.-L '2 2.ri. Reported to have arrived Sibenilc, Yugoslav!* 
1°/ 0 ..or baimite destined ..’or Germany vi 
Trieste. (I.C., 0486/40)

ITHAKA Arrived Galatz 18/6. (I.C., 0486/40)
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ITALIAIT I X  JEhITT SHIPS
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Tuesday

nrr rrpvuU.. IXj ROSSO AJtoco* 1 , ill
leave 20/6 '.vita British Embassy staff on 
b o a r d (1.0. 04:5/40)

Cl: TB
— — - S. J.l -ciX; 0

(24,416 ; BdULboa. A.P. Co. have
instituted proceedings for arrest for debts 
U,S. Marshal is on bo: rd. (I.G. 0485/40)

ft Braila| Proceedings instituted for 
) A.P. Go. (I.C. 0485/40) 

ft Galatz)
.rrest bTr

Captured at Aden 12/6, ay :e : aimed by 
Norwegian crew ex JtAMES STQVE and used as 
hospital ship for evacuating casualties fron 
Aden if need arises. (I.C. 0485/40)

Prom postal censorship it would appear that 
this ship is at forfolk, Va., and lias been 
sequestered for American debt. (I.C. 0485/ 
40)

. .-h ...... _;o

TORCBLLO

CAPO ARI.IA

;p o ?AH0

Fu 1-LjJujO

Arrived Hampden Roads, 14/6 (I.C.,

Tanker, left Varna 14/6 for 
Batun. "

F.eported to be at Braila and 
not Istanbul as previously re
ported. "

0486/4.

tt

Previously reported Istanbul, 
did not arrive there, believed 
turned back to Italy.

Tanker, at Cartagena, Colombia 
reported to have taken water, 
but sale of oil fuel refused to 
her.

ir

Reported stranded on Tenerife I. 
14/6, now reported as having 
arrived Tenerife port. II
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U-BOAT wTiZEb.IGU & 1111711.G

Ships Attacked

Chased by submarine 51.3*11 4.40*7/ 0838 
(Lands End Radio de G.K.U. 0841/18) 
escaped (Portishead Radio 0955/18)

-̂ :oi t j i n' i — Doi i O ) nn><h  l u r v / l G  'ey q; i

~»lvO j oi~)— o r i g i n  ■••■r  r . • m , o f  j .o r G i  Iolu>~-4, 
***— — if'A'l r m ' (u »■!>.}

N l A < S It-
■pj.'-M-liif—  British (13,^15 tons) sun’.: 1654/18 in

•35.5: *3 1746 5''. *2, at mouth of ulf of 
Hauralci, 60 miles 1. of -airland, ITev: 
Zealand. An area of 7 miles iadius has 
been declared dangerous and a mine was 
sv/e-t u in 35.50*S 174° 54 *E (lIZUB 0536Z/ 
19) (llavy Office, Wellington 1750Z/18)

• .
escaped

Submarines Reported

0838

1749
AST

1012

0230

1624

1945

2100

1716

1623

51.9*11 4,50*77 (5 miles W Lundy L.) by 
Dutch I'LLI^UTiG.

By D/F probably U-boat 46.30*17 9.0*7/ 
unreliable fix (D. .1.0. 1846/18)

51.6*17 4.39*7/. .71 TCI , ACHEHOIT to ttacl: 
(C. in C., .7.A. 1025/18)

Unhnov.n submarine sighted by coasting 
schooner .R7ACOI7A about 200 miles E of 
Halifax (D.C.L.S. 2£<J>)

103° Belle Isle 7 miles. Submarine
tracking AEAHDQRA STAR. (Portishead W/T 
1624/18J Cancel my 1624* Escaped (AlEJUJOIai 
STAR 1657/18) 47.18 17., 2.55*77*. (i.C.

0436/40)

188° La. ds End probably between 47° 17 and 
49° IT. D/P report (D.D.I.C. 2045/18 to C. 
in C., V/.A.)

CITY Oh DERBY suspects U-Boat astern at 
51.30*17 6.40*7 (0. in C., 2309/13 to
70LUIITEER)

46.30 * IT., 9.00*7/., 234° Usliant lGp0. , 
indefinite position (I.C., 0486/40)

50.58*17 06.53*77 (C. in C., 77.A. 1650/18 to 
ACHERON)
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Submarines Reverted (Contd)

Is tii inter U/ / 
Nisros it icns

0500/16

1225/16

1 in Ninisterre -<-rea
3 in Western Approaches; one of then 
may he farther south.

1 J o f  Ireland honor; rd hound.
1 in 54.26 'N, 11.16' W at 1734/17 

probably out’.Yard hound.
1 in about 6G. IT 15. W ay 2012/17 possibly 

homev/ard hound.
1 IT. of Shetlands homeward hound.
1 in Norther part of North Sea homeward 

hound
1 Italian possibly between Gibraltar end 

-* deira

(L.D.I.C. 1202/13)

On June 16, 0300, unknown sub: :arine sent 
ho t ■ shore Ribeirinha, North Coast, San 
Niguel, with two men who returned to sub
marine fter 15 minute;' ashore. At 1225/16 
submarine seen on surface eight miles 
south Neteiras, San Niguel, source zero 
(Lisbon, 1221/18)

Submarines attached

1523 Subrru rine attacked by ASIATIC at 50.38'IT.
5.27 'V/ help. (Lands End Radio 1524/18) 
submarine sighted again, gun crew now 
firing (ASIATIC 1602/18)

54.2 6 'IT 11.15'W attacked by aircr ft, re
ported by CyU.TOIT (--. T. ;.A. 1319/19)

I .editerraire an.

Submar ine s Rep o rt ed

1800 33.17., 3.25*2 065° C pe Natifon, indefinite
position (I.C., 0486/40)

By aircraft in 12:35 IT., h5:20 E. , 
Aden 30'. (I.C., 0h36/h0)

120°
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SITUATION REPORT

France
.Withdrawal of 
Troops ■ Cotentin 
Peninsula

Evacuation of Brest was completed at 0030/20 
when BROKE left with Polish troops and 
stragglers. She reported the French demolitions
largely effective and that all French warships 
had left the harbour except 2 submarines, 
scuttled. BROKE and STURDY are escorting 
2 French submarines with escort vessels 
PESSAC and SAUTEENE, to Plymouth.

to relieve ARETIIUSA who has left Le Verdon 
with surplus personnel. BEAGLE lias sailed for 
Bordeaux with a demolition party and stores.

night 18/19 and one French merchant ship was 
sunk today.

ships in ballast which could reach Marseilles 
within U8 hours, to proceed to that port forth
with.

French Naval tugs ATTEITIF and CHAMPION, 
transport MEKNES, Despatch Vessel SUIPPE 
arrived Plymouth (F.L.0. Plymouth 1115/19 to 
F.N.L.O. London)

Norway

German forces are reported to have occupied 
Kirkenes on 15/6.

A report to the War Office speaks of German 
troops and tanks from Norway and Denmark being 
landed in East Prussia. Political indications 
show some degree of tension to exist between 
Germany and Russia. Soviet warships and 
transports arrived on 17/6 to occupy Estonian 
islands. {W- 0. Intelligence Report).

Gironde Area GALATEA has sailed from Plymouth for Arcachon

Several magnetic mines were laid during the

Marseilles At 18^5/19 Adty. ordered all British mere! ant

Disposal of 
French Fleet

PARIS

C0UR3ET and 2 destroyers were patrolling off 
Isle of Wight pm/19*

French Battleship arrived Plymouth li+25/19 
(C. in C. W.A. 1554/19 to Adty.)



ATTITUDE 01? FRENCH 19.6.40
Wednesday

Last evacuee ship to Casablanca hac very cold 
reception from French authorities and residents, believed 
due to propaganda attributing French collapse to our 
failure to support adequately. This strengthens my 1905/18. 
recommending reinforcement of North Africa by British troops. 
If North Africa is to be held it seems essential to 
strengthen both numbers and morale.
(Governor Gibraltar 2300/19 to War Office).

Tangier zone now completely under Spanish control 
including Gestapo police methods. Frequent rumours they 
will soon invade French Morocco, known to be weakly held.
I recommend therefore a re-inforcement of French Morocco 
to stiffen defence, and also as possible threat to occupy 
Spanish Morocco and Canary Islands in answer to Italy’s 
threat to occupy Balearics or Spain’s entry into war. 
(Governor Gibraltar 2300/19 to War Office).

Kef. my 1906/19. Order by Darlan for Fleets to 
report North African or British ports whichever nearest is 
expected to be carried out. Am doubtful of attitude of 
Nogues owing to political ties and his badly equipped forces. 
I formed impression Nogues is a tired man. feelings of 
subordinate commanders reported favourable to us. My 
suggestion of immediately military assistance would noi doubt 
strongly influence his decision.
(Governor Gibraltar 2345/19 to War Office.).
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H. V. * s  to  b e  
a tta ch ed , a t
sight

O rw ell a nd 
S to u r  p a t r o l

L an d in g grounds

ARK ROYAL, 
HOOD, FOXHOUND

Submarines

D utch W arships

HOME COMMANDS

19.6.40. 3 $ rWednesday. O

Policy

Any M/V in  th e  N orth  S ea i n  or to  E. o f  E a s t  
C oast Mine B a r r ie r ,  and any M/V to  E. o f  
2 °  E. when IT. o f  L a t. 5 8 °  N. i s  t o  h e  a t ta c h e d  
a t  s ig h t ;  e x c e p t  M/Vs o f  w hose m ovem ents 
su b m arin es w i l l  b e  in fo rm ed  i n  ad van ce and 
e x c e p t  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s . s/L'j / > - - )

Defence_ of U.K.

Armed M.B. p a t r o l  h a s b e e n  e s t a b l i s h e d  on  
open b e a c h e s  o f  R iv e r s  O rw ell and S to u r  to  
p r e v e n t la n d in g  o f  tr o o p s  from  s e a - p la n e s .  
A p pears n e c e s s a r y  to  o r d e r  engagem ent o f  a l l  
a i r c r a f t  a tte m p tin g  t o  la n d  on t h e s e  w a te r s .  
R eq u est c o n fir m  w ith  A ir  M in is tr y . (C . in  C . , 
More, 0049/19 t o  A d t y .)

M il i t a r y  are u n d e r ta k in g  the im m o b ilis a t io n  o f  
L an ding Grounds n ea r  F.A.A. aerod rom es.
(D . o f  L.D. 1 7 4 0 / 1 9 ) .

Re e x a m in a tio n  o f  s h ip p in g  a p p ro a ch in g  t h e  
Cumbraes. ( F . O . I . C . ,  G reenock, 1 9 0 2 / 1 9 ) *

Movements

Amended route (A.C.W.A. 1 2 1 6 / 1 9 ) .

Positions 0600/20 (V.A.S. 1718/19).

T . B . Z . 5 and su b m arin es 0.21 and 0.22 s a i l e d  
f o r  B e l f a s t ,  e x p e c t  t o  r e a c h  p o in t  o f  a r r i v a l  
0720/20. (IT. O.I.C. M ili'ord  Haven. 1 3 3 0 / 1 9 ) .

Submarines - D i s y o s i t i o n s

I n  v iew  o f  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  enemy b a s in g  la r g e  
u n it s  o f  h i s  f l e e t  on w e st c o a s t s  o f  F ran ce and 
S p a in , have c o n s id e r e d  th e  r e d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  
subm arine f l o t i l l a s  th a t  m igh t b e n e c e s s a r y .

E v id e n t subm arine p a t r o l s  may b e  r e q u ir e d  o f f  
B r e s t ,  V igo and S t r a i t s  o f  G ib r a lta r .  N e c e s s a r y  
to  b a s e  one o r  more f l o t i l l a s  on w e st o r  
so u th  c o a s t s  o f  E n glan d  or I r e la n d . Most 
s u i t a b l e  h arb ou rs ap p ear t o  b e  M ilfo r d  Haven 
and Q ueenstown. M ost s u i t a b l e  f l o t i l l a s  to  
move a r e  2nd and 3n d. Can b e  moved a t  s h o r t  
n o t i c e  and n e i t h e r  n eed  depend on sh o r e  
accom m odation. B oth FORTH and IAIDST01TE h ave  

. g o o d ..............
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HOME COMMANDS

Sub...urines - Disposition (Contd.)

good A/A armament.

If both flotillas removed from north Sea, 
submarines required to operate there could be 
based at shore submarine de_ots at Dundee, 
Blyth and Harwich. TITANIA will be available 
shortly and could act as de_ot at Rosyth. 
(Further details of berths, training, etc.) 
(V.A.S. , 1919/19).

Disposition of French Fleet

Destroyer in tow of POMERflL ( X  who has engine 
trouble. IMOGEN, GRIFFIN try to locate and 
replace escort. Probable position 0600 1+8:57 N. , 
5:3 W. course 020° (C. in C. , W.A. 0551/19). 
Located. IMOGEN, GRIFFIN escorting to Plymouth. 
Expect to arrive 2100 (IMOGEN 0916/19).

French Battleship JEAN BART and 2 French 
destroyers. Admiral Ouest in French destroy 
LE HAEDI sailed for Casablanca. Understood 
French have dealt with demolition of destroyers 
before German arrival. Intended to return to 
Plymouth. Oil fuel remaining 150 tons.
Position of French Battleship JEAN BART OoOC 
046° 57’ IT. 002° 1+2* W. VIVA II patrolled 
entrance during JEAN BART exit have lost touch 
please instruct her. (VANQUISHER 0915/19)

Have intercepted French Submarines MINERVE and 
JUNON in tow off Pierres Noires, escorted by 
PESSAC and SAUTERNE. Am escorting ships to 
Plymouth. Have ordered STUPDY join me to take 
over tow of JUNON as her tug is short of coal. 
Expect to arrive at about 0200/20. (BROKE 1025/19)

Cherbourg morning many small French vessels off 
Nab Tower and Isle of Wight with some troops on 
board. French submarine being towed between 

Nab Tower" and Portsmouth. 01+15 destroyer seen 
leaving Cherbo rg Harbour heading North. Did not 
reply to A/C Challenge. (Chatham, 0627/19)

Operation XD

Parties Q & R are assembling 19/6 at Devonport 
etc. (D.O.D. (H) 0100/19).
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HOME COMMANDS. 19.6.40.
/ednesGay.

Operations 
French Coast

Ships to embark 3rd Polish Division..
3«nt 3t. azaire. Other,ships for 
polish troops beinr sent to La pallice - 
•Gironde area for redirection at your 
discretion. Inform General 3oa»ic^ski 
at Polish H.Q. (G. in 0. 7. A.' 1649/19 
to B.N.L.O. Bordeaux).

Operat ions.
Iceland - 'o?--oe Profit.

will be

(l) Local reconnaissance, including A/3 
(11; Limited army co-operation in event 

of enemy landing.
(Ill) Go-operation with Northern Patrol

rders are being issued
to

June 22nd - £3rd.

if specially demanded.

(head of M. 2036/19 to G. in G.K.P. ).
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Bordeaux
Demolitions

Explosion in 
Gironde

ORMOHDE

Czech Division

Brest
Demolitions

Code Words

19. 6.24-0.
W ednesday.

HOME COMMANDS

France.

Admiral Burges Watson in BEAGLE sailing for 
Bordeaux pm/19 with demolition party and 
stores on "board. Expiect to arrive 0930/20. 
(C. in C. , W. A. 1724/19 to ARETHUSA).

a . *-
Operation Â ciefl

Imtf-

Heavy explosion estimated 20 miles ITorth West 
from entrance. Shall I enter river?
(WHIRLWIED 0203/19 to ARETHUSA).

*
Reply. Your 0208 no. Comply with My 1925/18. 
If you cannot locate "both ships after daylight 
investigate position of explosion in case one 
of them was sunk. (ARETHUSA 0422/19 to 
WHIRLWIHD)

55 Orders to WHIRLWIHD to interce: t and 
escort MADURA and A L eIVA.

Proceed to La Pallice, Gironde in accordance 
with previous orders. Report to British 
warship in vicinity. (C. in C. , W.A. 0216/19)*

Following received from A. C. addressed ARETHUSA: 
One fully equipped Czech Division with aircraft 
totalling 12000 (-) General Inger is at Agde 
near Mont Pellier. General is at Bezier. 
Endeavour to contact General inform him if he 
can get to Bordeaux Area "before Enemy Land 
Forces interfere with route transports to 
United Kingdom, will "be provided. 1951/18 Ends. 
Pass to ITaval Attache for necessary action. 
(ARETHUSA 0331/19 to BERKELEY).

Left Brest 0030. Demolition largely effective. 
All French warships out of harRour except for 
2 submarines scuttled. Evacuation of French 
troops was still in progress. One section of 
demolition party has not regained contact with 
ship "but it is probable it has got away by 
boat. Am now leaving Bertheaume for Plymouth.
180 Polish troops on board, 20 British stragglers 
and 20 civilians including 12 women.
A/A at 0700 indicated Brest not yet in enemy 
hands. (BROKE 0834/19)*

Cancel my 1312/17* Code words for convoys for 
U.K. PIA1T0, MOTOR, BOXER, RIVET, from Loire 
Area, STABLE, POITGO, MOTTO, OLIVE, STABLE, from 
La Pallice - Gironde area. (C. in C. , W.A. , 
1753/19)*
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War Diary

GALATEA) 
BEAGLE j-

St. ITazaire

HOLE COMMANDS

19.6.UO.
Wednesday.

t  .
Operation Arigl (Contd.)

Comdr. Rutley, ex S.U. 0. , Lorient, reports 
Lorient all clear. (17.0.1.C. , Falmouth, 2321/19)

GALATEA to be sailed with, all despatch to 
relieve ARETHUSA who sails tonight for U. Ii. 
She should proceed to and lay off Arcachon, 
where BERKELEY is being sent. (L. O.D.(H), 
135V19).

My 2103- Capt. D.9 is to return to Plymouth 
in HIGHLAITDER. (C. in C. , W.A. , 2238/19).

List of 3 merchant ships sailed 19/6 be Verdon 
for Falmouth with refugees, including Polish 
and Dutch. (ARETHUSA, 152+6/19).

Situation La Pallice, LAID J.ARI01T in company. 
British S.N.0. has left with last of British 
troops. Ho news of any further British troops 
expected. There were a few Polish soldiers in 
town this morning am investigating the 
possibility of embarking them. (MACKAY 1321/19).

Essential Gironde and La Pallice be kept clear 
of mines. L.L. vessels to be retained.
Further L.L. vessels are being sent.
(C. in C., W.A. 1936/19 to ARETHUSA).

Polish Govt, is to be evacuated in some 
convenient ship. This is important. (C. in C., 
W.A. 195^/19 to B. 1T.L.0. Bordeaux).

Sailed 1710. (C. in C. , W.A. 203V19 to Adty.)

Divert following to St. iTazaire: British
OTRANTO, 0ROUTES, AHAUDORA STAR, ST. HELIER, 
ETTRICK. (C. in C. , W.A. , 1731/19).
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Czech Divn.

Polish Govt.

Brest

Mining French 
Ports.

Codes
Compromised

Cables

R0SEBUP1T

HOME COMMANDS

ARETHUSA’s 0331/19- Impossible to contact 
Czech General who will submit arrangements. 
Apply Marseilles. (B.H.L.O. , France, 1026/19)*

To be evacuated in some convenient ship. This 
is important. (C. in C. , Y7.A. 195^/19 to 3.1 . L. 0. 
Bordeaux).

France

Your 2021/13. French Adty. inform me Brest is 
in French hands and Admiral Ouest has not left 
port. (B. 17. L. 0. Bordeaux 2250/19 to Adty.)

Request very early consideration to laying 
magnetic mines in French ports immediately they 
are evacuated and before enemy is established 
in them. (C. in C. , W. A. 2053/19)*

Anglo-French call signs, Anglo French code, and 
recording table no 3 are all probably 
compromised. Anglo-French code should be 
used with caution. (IT. I.D. 1916/19)*

The cutting of Brest-fayal and Brest-Cape Cod 
cables have become of greater urgency than those 
ordered in my 1907/18 and should be undertaken 
with ALERT as soon as escort can be made available 
(D.D.O.D.(H) 19U3/19 to C. in C., W.A.)

E-Boats off Dungeness

British 3103 tons. Attacked by k E-boats 
off Dungeness at 2330/19* 3 torpedoes passed
down her side and the fourth hit the stern.
Ship was also gunned. E-boats \ade off steering 
150 degrees. Destroyer patrol searched 
unsuccessfully. Ship is now in tow of tug.
(V. A. Dover, 07^44/20).
Was beached off Dungeness.
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Operat ions

Seizure of Swedish destroyers.

My 161+5/18. H.M. Govt, have decided to seize 
Swedish destroyers under the right of Angary. 
Adequate force should he sailed for Faroes as 
soon a racticable. (D. O.DiHi 1514-7/19 to 0. 
in C. , H.F. ).

Your 161+5/18. Vessels named have arrived 
negative Tanker CASTOR (IT. O.I.C. Faroes 
1325/19 to Adty.)

TARTAR, MAORI and MASHONA have been diverted 
to proceed to Faroe Islands. (C. in C. , H.F. 
1707/19 to R . A . ( D ) . ) _ ^ , ^ 7 1 ? H r  H •/{'/*"
Keep vessels in harbour on some pretext till 
arrival of TARTAR, l.AORI and LASIIOIIA due 
about 0300/20. Ships should not be given 
fuel. (C. in C. , H.F. 1832/19 to IT. O.I.C. Faroes)|

The right of Angary applies only to property, 
and not to personnel (C- in C., H.F. 1933/19 to 
D. 6 ) .

Submarines

TETRARCH
1

TETRARCH reports while on patrol between 
.■ * n , and Lister sighted 1l+/6> one screened 
southbound transport off Lister. Nothing 
further sighted except unscreened coastal 
traffic passing close inshore. (V.A.S., 1326/19).

Iceland

Seaplane Operation of establishing squadron of 
6 I~E. and"3 I.R. Walrus amphibian aircraft 
in Iceland to be referred to by code word 
profit. (Hd. of Air Branch, 11+00/19).
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HOME COMMANDS

Air

British Air Activity

Willemsoord 
dockyard to "be 
hornhed

Recent photographs indicate that Dutch Dockyard 
at Willemsoord has fallen intact into enemy's 
hands. There are large vmrkships, storehouses, 
etc. , which must he off much value to him.
They provide admirable air targets, being 
compact, on the sea front and separated from 
the town. The basins probably contain a number 
of "E" boats. Bombard .ent from the sea ay 
be possible but the coast defences are likely 
to be too strong. It is considered very 
desirable that Willemsoord Dockyard should be 
bombed before the enemy has had an opportunity 
of developing the defences of the base. 
(A.C.N.S.(H) 0129/19 to Air Min.).

Re connai s s anc e Arranged for tomorrow 20th (C. in C., Rosyth 
1958/19).

Ymuiden South side of Inner Harbour bombed at 2210/19* 
Ho A/A fire and no enemy activity observed. 
(A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 0320/20).

Te;cel Bridge bombed at 53:10 IT. I)-:53 E. at 2225/19 
and 2235/19. One hit. (A. C.H. Q. Chatham, 
031+3/20).

Den Helder Bombed seaplane base 0320. Large fire started. 
(Chatham, 071+0/19)•

Enemy Air Activity

ORMONDE British, 1l+,982 tons, attacked by aircraft at 
175U/19 (? position).
(Aircraft attack signal intercepted 175V19).

TRELAWNEY Distress, air attack, St. Hazaire Roads, 
attacked 1007* (Lands End Radio, 101 /19) 
British, 1+689 tons.
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Mining

Reinforcement TEVTO'CbA  ind PLOVER, escorted by INTREPID
of E. Coast and E3K, are carrying out Operation 3.S.16,
Barrier. minelaying in the East Coast barrier. (V. C.IT. S.).

Gironde Several magnetic mines laid last night.
One French M/V sunk am today and one other 
m ine exploded prematurely.

Enemy Intelligence

Wilhelrashaven PDU sortie H1TA/01+1+ dated 19/6 to Y/ilhelmshaven
largely failed through camera breakdovm but 
photographs sho roadstead off and immediately 
to north of Wilhelmshaven Harbour clear of 
shipping at 11+00 hours. (O.P.U.I. , 1918/19).

Boulogne Three E.boats in Outer Harbour at Boulogne
at 1000/19- (I.C. 01+87/1+0).

NURNBERG 8" cruiser re orted off Narvik at 2 0 2 0 / 1 7  is
now i d e n t i f i e d  as IIUrNBERG (D.D. I . C.  171+9/19 to  
AIGl+5) •

Norway I n fo r m a tio n  ( B . 3 )  from  F ren ch  and S w ed ish
s o u r c e s  o f  German n a v a l b a s e s  i n  Norway, and 
( B . 2)  o f  S w ed ish  d e f e n c e s .  (N.A.  , S to ck h o lm , 
191+ 9/19).

Shipping

SIANTAR D u tch , 8 6 6 7  t o n s ,  l e f t  Sabang f o r  Europe on
8th  May and h a s n o t  b e e n  h eard  o f  s i n c e .  
( D. S.  2 8 9 ) .

b r i t \a
THORDEIT

Search for (V.A. l . P .  101+5/19 t o  Northern 
P a t r o l ) .

3 m ile  l i m i t  Your 2 0 0 7 / 1 7 ,  3 - m ile  l i m i t  f o r  a l l  s h ip p in g
a lo n g  E a st  C o a st. T h is  m a tte r  i s  under  
c o n s id e r a t io n  and no a c t i o n  s h o u ld  b e  ta k e n  
on p r o p o s a l p en d in g  d e c is io n .  (D. T.D. 151+8/19 
to  C. in  C. , No r e )  •
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HOME COI.IMAIIDS

S h ip p in g  ( C o n t d . )

B e lg ia n  S h ip s U n t i l  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s  d e t a in  on some p r e t e x t  or
o th e r  a l l  B e lg ia n  ships Y/herever "bound.
(D. T. D.  1 3 5 1 / 1 9  t o  IT. C.S.O.  f s ) .

W eather

A rea Wind V i s i b i l i t y O u tlo o k

N orth  Sea N o r th e r ly ,  
l i g h t  to  
m o d erate.

V ery good. S im ila r .

C hannel N. E . , l i g h t  
to  m od erate.

Good to  
v e r y  good.

S im ila r .

W estern
A p proach es

II.N.E. , l i g h t  
t o  m od erate.

V ery good. • S im ila r .

Horns R eef N.W. , l i g h t  to  
m od erate.

M oderate to  
good.

S im ila r .

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS.

MURMAI'TSK Trav/ler grounded a t B r e s t  and abandoned.
A l l  crev/ b r o u g h t b ack . (C. i n  C. , V/. A. 
0 5 4 2 / 1 9 ) .

1,1. V. PETTER N orw egian ta n k e r , ran on r o ck s on a p p ro a c h in g
Falm outh and i s  le a k in g  b a d ly . ( C. C. S. N.  
F alm outh 0 9 2 5 / 1 9 )  •

R ep o rts h a v in g  b e e n  a t t a c k e d  b y  4  E - b o a ts  o f f  
D u ngeness: h i t  by one to r p e d o . E - b o a ts  made 
o f f  s t e e r i n g  1 5 0 °  ( I . C .  0 4 3 7 / 4 0 )  S ee O p e ra tio n s

ROSEBUSH
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 
North Atlantic.

Horta 

Las Palmas

Shipping.
Gibraltar.

F.A.A. Aircraft are not to use Gbraltar landing 
ground except in emergency*
(D.N.A.D. 1834/19 to F.O.G.N.A.)

All normal. (Vice-Consul, Horta, 2240/19).

Situation unchanged, messages normal. 
(Las Palmas 1205/19).

Owing to possibility of emergency sailing from 
Gibraltar of all shipping request instructions 
for routeing without reference to Admty. (List 
of ships). Other vessels expected from French 
ports in accordance with Admty. message B.R. All 
British and Allied ships are being bunkered for 
2,000-mile voyages and issued with emergency Admty. 
route instructions to Milford Haven. Harbour is 
already becoming congested.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1258/19).

My 2020 (APAPA to sail for Liverpool with valuable 
cargo). French authorities prepared to follow my 
wishes regarding sailing APAPA. After consulting 
Consul-General Rabat I am at present delaying ship 
until evening 20/6. Shall send her to Gibraltar 
(Casablanca, Maroc, 1537/19).

My 1542/19 (personal circulation). Convoy includes 
British BARON RENFREW for Algiers and Egyptian 
GEORGES MABRO and Danish HILDE for Oran.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1900/19 to Admty.)

All evidence to date points to established resolve 
of French West African Colony to join with us 
whatever happens^ Intend therefore to allow French 
troop movements on coast to continue as arranged 
as interference may exasperate local authorities 
and breed an atmosphere of distrust.
(C. in C. S.A. 0951/19).

Your 0951/19. Concur in your policy. Disembarkation 
of French native troops in French European or U.K. 
ports is impracticable. Request you arrange that 
British liners concerned in homeward berth should 
discharge these troops and resume their voyages to
U.K. with least possible delay.
(D.O.D.(F) to C. in C. S.A. 2030/19).

South Atlantic.
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French
Guinea.

French
Ships.

Troops.

French 
attitude.

Spain.

Gibraltar

Situation

FOREIGN STATIONS.

12.6.U0.
Wednesday

South Atlantic (Cont.)

Governor requests formal assurance that those 
French oversea colonies who continue fighting 
as our allies should be regarded as French 
territory and considered as France itself.
(C. in C. S.A. 2001/19).

Request you instruct Waring of Freetown that no 
deliveries of bunkeifoils should be made to French 
ships without confirmation in each case from London. 
(D.T.D. 1853/19 to C. in C. S.A.).

My 0951/19. ACCRA is sailing for Dakar, troops 
on board are unarmed and untrained. Polish ship 
PULASKI under French charter is sailing for 
Konakri and Port Bouet with 95 wounded, mostly 
invalids.
(C. in C. S.A. 2323/19).

Mediterranean.

French Deputy Chief of Staff here tells me not 
one of the Staff would not be ready to sign 
engagement to continue the war and even join 
the British Army. He added that if British 
Govt, will hold as at present at least one 
million French from all parts of world and 
especially from N. Africa will be fighting 
beside British next spring. (No.8. Mil.Mission 
Beyrouth 1405/19 to War Office)

Spanish situation, general uneasiness. Some 
evidence that military leaders for fear of British 
blockade are prepared to go to considerable lengths 
to avoid Spain entering war. Franco at present 
shares this view. Fate of French Fleet will affect 
attitude. Only extreme Fascist elements want to 
join in now. Military preparations almost entirely 
defensive. Army short of supplies. Petrol 
estimated only sufficient for three months' require
ments. Food shortage grave. Navy unprepared and 
undermanned. Present dispositions normal. (N.A., 
Madrid, 1631/19, to C. in C., Med.)

Situation normal. (Governor, 2300/19)

as regards French is as follows :-

An Order of the Day dated 19 June has been 
received by Admiral Godfroy from Admiral Darlan 
stating no Armistice yet signed and that all Naval 
are expected to fight on, to fall back on North

(Africa
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French 
Bvacuation.

S u b m a r i n e
S a n c t u a r y .

, _ , , ,(Ctd.)

regards French is as follows (Ctd.)

Africa if necessary, and to blow up or scuttle 
themselves in emergency. Order is based on one 
issued by Petain. But B.N.L.O. Bizerta is 
doubtful about intention of Army and Air Force in 
Tunisia.

All French Services at Beirut have met and 
decided to fight on, basing this on a message from 
Darlan to fight to the end, and have asked their 
decision be conveyed to General Wavell and myself.

In general therefore all French Mediterranean 
Forces appear intended to continue the fight. I 
have sent suitable message to Senior Officers 
concerned giving them my sympathy and assuring them 
of all the support in my power.

The lodging of money at a bank in Alexandria for 
French Fleet by British Admiralty has created an 
excellent impression. (C. in G . Med.1815/19 to 
Admiralty.)

British Government are offering shipping assistance 
to French authorities for evacuation from Marseilles 
to N. African ports. On assumption that offer will 
be accepted, all available British shipping in 
Southern French Ports, except that required for 
R.A.F. and military unit referred to in my 0041/17 
to B.N.L.O. Toulon, is to be placed at their 
disposal. ill British ships in ballast which can 
reach Marseilles within 48 hours have been ordered 
to proceed there. Importance is. attached to 
evacuation of 6,000 Czech Troops and light equipment 
who have been directed to contact you and may arrive 
P.M./20th.

(D.O.D.(F) 2011/19 to D.S.f.0.Marseilles)

Mediterranean
Operations

Amending his 1235/27/5, sanctuaries for 
submarines. (C. in C., Med., 1445/19)

Commenting on his 0017/16. Suggests prefix Q.B. 
is used by C. in C. to promulgate secret messages 
on whole of Mediterranean Station and that prefixes
Q.B.A., Q.B.B., and Q.B.C., be retained for 
confidential messages issued by S.O.I., Gibraltar, 
Malta and Alexandria respectively. Request remarks. 
(D.M.S., 1343/19 to C. in C. Med.)

Hope you will press for 6 Hurricanes promised 
by Air Ministry on 17th. to be sent here before 
too late for them to re-fuel at Marseilles. Most 
important for civilian morale here. (Governor 
Malta 1055/19 to War Office).

There are 12 Swordfish of 767 Squadron on N.Coast 
of Africa. Request you arrange with B.N.L.O.
Bizerta for as many as possible to be flown on to 
ARK ROYAL near Gibraltar from any suitable aerodrome

Air

/in
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Enemy Units

Evacuation
from
Marseilles.

P r o t e c t i o n  
of B r i t i s h  
S o m a l i l a n d .

Mediterranean
Air

19.6.40
Wednesday.

in French Algeria or Morocco. (D.N.A.D. 1858/19 to
V.A.A.)

Enemy Intelligence

Two important units of Eastern Squadron near 
Dodecanese at 2100. D/F report. (Capt.ST. ANGELO 
2306/19 to G.in C. Med.)

My 2306/19. Further bearings do not confirm.
5Q U was a mis-read call sign. 4 S D and another 
vessel using call sign. 2 0 G were off Sapienza 
Island at 2100/19. Admiral Beirut informed.

(Gapt. O.S. NILE, 0635/20)

Shipping

My 1545/17. Any ships not yet sailed should be 
retained pending further instructions (D.T.D.0420/
19 to N.C.S.O. Marseilles)

My 0231/19 and tels. 27 and 28 June 13 to F.O.
It appears Turkey might be induced to institute 
some form of contraband control if diplomatic 
relations are broken off. Could be suggested 
that such control need not be exercised against
U.S.S.R. ships. Might also be worth stressing 
that failure to take any action (? at the beginning)* 
only help Allies whom Turks profess support but 
inflicting severe disadvantage on them. (C.in C., 
Med., to admty., 0345/19)

British Government are offering shipping 
assistance to French for evacuation from Marseilles 
to North African ports. On assumption that offer 
will be accepted all available British shipping in 
Southern French ports, except that required for
R.A.F. and military unit referred to in my 0041/17 
to B.N.L.O. Toulon is to be placed at their disposal.

2.All British ships in ballast who can reach 
Marseilles within 48 hours have been ordered to 
proceed there.

-I
3.Important to evacuate 6,000 Czech troops and light 
equipment who have been directed to proceed to 
contact you and may arrive p.m./20. CD.0.D/F)
2011/19 to JKS.T.O. Marseilles)

East Indies.

My 1911/15. I understand troops and guns very 
urgently required in British Somaliland and arrival 
may make difference between holding and withdrawal. 
If this is so, I am prepared to accept earliest 
possible arrival of transports at Berbera, 
protection being given without weakening convoy 
escort and by 2 lighters which A.O.C. Aden can 
provide (C. in C.E.11941Z/19 to Adty.)
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Dispositions

hospital 
Ships.

Attitude 
to Dutch.

Shipping.

HECTOR

hast Indies (Ctd.)

KENT at Durban to escort convoy C.M.
CERES and CATHAY to escort convoy 3.N.I. from 

Suez Canal to 55° East, then CERES to reinforce 
Red Sea Force and CATHAY to proceed Freetown.

ANTENOR in Ceylon Area, to proceed Bombay for 
convoy escort duties on arrival of 'WESTRALIA at 
Colombo.

RANCHI in Madagascar area patrolling. COLOMBO, 
CARTHAGE and French CARAIBE in Mombasa area.
(C. in C.E.I., 1519Z/19)

Situation. F.O.C.R.I.N. asked to confirm list and
particulars. (C. in C.E.I., 10562/19)

19.6.40
Wednesday

China.

Intend to keep an A.M.C. on patrol off Yangtse 
for the present as it may also prove of use if 
H.M. Government decide to evacuate troops from 
Shanghai (C. in C. China 1529Z/19)

Your 0955Z/12 and 0655Z/13. It is of great 
importance that no pretext should be afforded 
Japanese for any form of intervention in the war.
In order therefore to obviate possibility of 
Japanese regarding present degree of collaboration 
between Dutch and ourselves as being directed 
against them you should avoid giving any appearance 
of close co-operation with the Dutch naval 
authorities and take the earliest opportunity of 
reducing extent of the present conversations as 
distinct from Intelligence vide D.N.l's 1954/13.
In carrying out the above instructions you should 
proceed as tactfully as possible since it is 
important to avoid giving Dutch the impression that 
for reasons which might probably be obvious we no 
longer desire to ccOoperate in helping them in 
emergency to safeguard their interests. Such 
impression might in the prevailing circumstances 
have the undesirable effect of making the Dutch 
susceptible to German and Japanese approaches. In 
no circumstances should action be taken which 
involves British and Dutch warships carrying out 
combined operations such as minelaying unless 
approval to do so is received from the Admiralty. 
(Adty. 1057/19. to V.A. Malaya.)

Admty. 1406/18. Normal coasting trade with Indo
china may continue. Sailing of other ships is to 
be referred to me for decision. (C. in C., China, 
0428Z/19)

N ew Zealand.

Your 1229/17, re degaussing of HECTOR. It is not 
desired to release D.G. cable which has been 
freighted to New Zealand, having been purchased by 
Admiralty from U.S.A. (N.Z.N.B., to C.in C. East 
Indies, 1417/19)
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Your Tel. 28 June 19th. Do all 
you can to impress on Governor- 
General Brazzaville necessity to 
remain at his post and retain colony 
for France. Inform him that Governor- 
General, Afrique Occidentals has 
issued following proclamation. "In 
these critical hours through which we 
arepassing I have the greatest 
satisfaction in proclaiming that never 
has the morale of the people of 
rench Vest Africa been so high. 

Everywhere the keen desire of the 
Federation is evident to fight fiercely 
with all its force to final victory. 
Close the ^anks and remain confident.M 
Signed, Cayla, Governor-General 
T'rench 'Vest Africa and Dakar. I have 
also ascertained that Governors and 
Military Authorities in other French 
West African colonies intend to remain 
and fight on in every eventuality. I 
will endeavour to provide naval 
protection when possible.
(C. in C. 3. A. , 2517/19 to Consul-General 
Leopoldville).
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Mediterranean
Operations.

Would Admiralty be prepared to issue 
an announcement that the Kaso and 
Scarpanto Straits are closed to 
n vigation and that anj’- ship using 
these passages is liable to be sunk at 
sight? If this announcement could be 
made it would be the intention to keep 
a patrol as far as practicable between 
Crete and Cape Ms lea allowing ships to 
pass only if fillly satisfied of their 
bona fides from clearances. All other 
ships would be turned back. Measures 
would also be taken to try and deal 
with Corinth Canal traffic. In the 
absence of control of the Dardanelles 
this appears to be the only way of 
interrupting Italian supplies from 
Black Sea and Aegean. There will still 
be channel East of Bhodes through which 
neutral traffic can filter but above 
proposal will impose some considerable 
uelay, at le-.st, on Yestbound traffic.

The better alternative is to apply the 
sink at sight order to the Cape Ivlalea - 
Crete passage as well but presumably 
this will be inacceptable for political 
reasons.

After careful consideration I am 
persuaded that if Trench Government 
accepts-Herman terms, whatever they are, 
Algeria, including troops therein, and 
Navy will continue hostilities. If 
this happens :>ne thing they have most 
urgent need of is small arms and 
machine guns and Lewis guns to arm the 
many good natives with. No matter how 
old any number of rifles with a minimum 
of 500 rounds per arm will be welcome. 
If they could be sent very soon to 
Casablanca it would be best.
(No. 3 Mil.Mission, Algiers, 1315/19).

(C. in 0. Med. , 0231/19.)

French in Algeria Personal for C.I.0.3. rom Dillon
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Darkened 
Ships.

AUGTORITAS
TERESA

GELLINA
LIBANO

ANTONIO
LIMONCELLI

MONBALDO

GELLINA ) 
LIBANO )

New Zealand (Ctd.)

Allied merchant ships are being instructed to steam 
without navigation lights in area 11. (N.Z.N.B., 
0708Z/19)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Correcting 1229/14. For ARABIA read AUGTORITAS, 
and for corrupt grouo TERESA. (C.in C.S.A., no
T00/19)

Ships and cargoes seized in prize. (G.G.O., 
Gibraltar, 1710/19)

Arrived and left Maranhao 18th June. (S.O.I.
Fr e e t own 1629/19)

Arrived Para. 18 June. (S.O.I. Freetown 1755/19 
to Adty.)

Seized in Prize. (C.C.O. Gibraltar 1710/19)
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Ships Attacked. 

SS. TUDOR

SS. THE MONARCH

4 Lifeboats 

l>
BARON LOUDON 

A

FLORIAN
Chased.

VILLE DE NAMUR 

ROSSBURN

Submarines re nor 

0920.

0300/16

1930

0255

0013

1014 &
1509

0037

0330

-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

19.6.40
Wednesday

Norwegian (6,607 tons) torpedoed and sunk 
45°10'N 10 °W. (108 miles N.W. of Finisterre) 
0230/19. She was in same convoy as BARON 
LOUIIJIi.

British 824 tons. Torpedoed 60 miles West of 
Belle Isle at 0040/19. (A/SWD 289, 20/6) Cargo 
of coal from Cardiff for Prance. Uy* w'Vy.

Reported to have crew of torpedoed ship, 
attacked by submarine 1819 46°25'N 4°35'W
(in Bay of Biscay).

In homeward bound Gibraltar convoy, torpedoed 
4520'N 1$°21'W. 190 miles N.W. Pinisterre.
(SCARBOROUGH 0037/19) GARDENIA, CALENDULA,
ARABIS sent to hunt. (C. in CWA 0234/19) 
(SCARBOROUGH, 1800/19)

A ship, name unknown, was torpedoed 120 miles 
S. of Ushant at 1812/19.

In convoy HG(F 37, chased by submarine
45°10'N 11°40,'W. convoy scattered (Gib.W/T0255/19]

Belgian 7463 tons. Torpedoed 120*S. ofi Ushant 
at 1430/19 (D.S.289)

British 3103 tons. Torpedoed and shelled off 
Dungeness at 2330/19 (D.S.289) (Cleethorpes 
W/T. 2359/19) (Later reported E - boats - see 
Operations).

ted.

U-boat reported 2 miles W. of Mull of Galloway, 
stewing N., (B.2). (C. in C.,Rosyth, 1502/19)

One unknown submarine reported off San Miguel, 
Azores, at 030/16. (a/S.W.D., 288, 19/6)

54°40*N 4°58’W Reported by C.G. 1 Course N. 
B.2. (I.C.0487/40)

45°10*N 11°401W (about 150 miles N.W. of Cape 
Pinisterre) by FLORIAN.

By D/P 188° from Lands End probably between 
47° and 48° (C. in CWA 0013/19) PUNJABI, 
HARVESTER to attack (C. in CWA 0014/19)

By D/P 47°40’N 9°W. Unreliable fix (C. in CWA 
1110/19)

45°0'N 12°21’W (ACWA 0441/19)

47°14'N 3°17'W ?Sighted by OSPREY (C.in CWA
0424/19
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Submarines Attacked.

1915 A/S trawler VICTRIX attacked a contact 17 miles
N.E. of Belfast at 1915/19. At 2158 s.s. PATELLA 
reported sighting a U-boat 15 miles north of this 
position. GLEANER ordered to search. (A/S.W.D., 
289, 20/6)

Surrendered, into harbour (C.in C.E.1.1456/19 1804Z/19).df
utmost importance to keep secret (1st S.L. 1856/1$

My 1804/19 MOONSTONE reports two D/C's brought 
S/M to surface, and S/M surrendered after four 4" 
hits at point blank range. 3 Officers and 
37 Ratings captured and took passage in KANDAHAR 
and S/M under ovm power and with scratch crew 
expected enter Aden about 0300Z/20.
(C. in C. East Indies 0609Z/20 to Adty.)

Mediterranean.

off Dhaba. Bombed by Blenheim of 211 Sqdn. Oil 
patch observed by a/c on sea surface at position 
of attack and the submarine periscope apparently 
broke surface. Submarine thought to be damaged, 
but no confirmation of sinking obtained.
(H.Q., R.A.P., M.E., 2119/19)

GALILEO
GALILEI

Italian submarine GALILEO GALILEI after long hunt 
and attack surrendered off Aden and is being towed ?

Submarines Reported.

1230 31°05' N., 28°271 E., off Ras ed Dhaba, N. coast 
of Egypt. A/C report (D.S. 289).

Submarines Attacked.

DIAMOND'S second submarine now considered certain

1230
(F.O.I/C. Malta 1945/19)

Enemy submarine located at 1230/19 on sea bottom
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Ships attacked. 

.. 5

ALTAIR

BRINISH MONARCH

BARON LOUlJOlIl' 

FLCRIAN chased.

Submarines reported.

o u ’dmarines attached.

Greek, 3443 tons, bound for Rosaro 
to Cork with grain, torpedoed and sunk 
203 miles 3.S.W. of Bantry Bay 49.35 N. , 
11.15 7/. Not in Convoy (V.C.N.S. 295, 
26/6) (I.C. 0493/40).

Norwegian, torpedoed and sunk in 49.36 N. , 
11.32 7. , 215P'^astnet 125*. (I.C.0493/40).

British 5661 tons, in Convoy HG 3 Y, 
presumed lost. Master of ANLALU3IAN 
reported he had seen the ship sink, 
and no news of her received since the 
convoy was attacked a.m. 19/6 by enemy 
submarine (D.3. 295, 26/6).

Torpedoed 0026/19 and sank 45PO'N 
11° 21' 7. (Attacks on Merchant ships 
by enemy submarines.)

At 0037/19, SCARBOROUGH reported that 
a ship in an H. G. P. ccnvoy had been 
torpedoed about 180 miles N. V. of Cape 
Finisterre,and that SCARBOROUGH was 
hunting. At 0255 it was reported that 
s. s.FLORMAN (7FL0RIAN) in the same 
ccnvoy had been chased by a U-boat and 
that the convoy had scattered. Three 
corvettes were sent to help SCARBOROUGH. 
(A/S. 7.D. , 288, 19/6).

Following received from i/S PATELLA.
While in convoy in position 150 degrees 
Sandra light 15 miles at 2100 June 19 
dense patch of fog descended and a 
submarine observed 20 feet ahead 
Conning -Tower only visible. Submarine 
course 040 degrees and speed estimated 
6 knots. Appeared to have come from 
centre of convoy made no signal and 
PATELLA endeavoured unsucce sfully to 
ram. Actually observed by Captain and 
3 other officers. (F. 0.1. C. Greenock, 
1140/20).

Following from N.S.H.Q. Ottawa. "Report 
AMACONA on arrival Boston reports 
sighted U Boat in position 044° 04'
North 064° 02' West at 0230 18th June.
U Boat was motionless and 250 feet long.
A pale green light was seen at one end.rt 
AMACOHA is auxiliary coasting schooner.
(C. in C.A. .1., 19 53/19, to Admiralty).

A/3 trav/ler VICTRIX attacked contact in 
54° 45*. 25" N. , 5° 30’ 50" W. at 1915.
(F. 0. I.C. 'Greenock, 2301/19.).

1915
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING.

Submarines reported. (Ctd.)

1506

1945

1554

1712

1430

1812

2150

2158

2150

1130 ) 
1230 )

49°501N 7°50’W seen by a/c. Al. (IC. 0487/40)

D.P., Unknown enemy unit, probably U-boat 
49 ° 30' N ., 8°30*W., unreliable fix. Al.
(DDIC 2018/19)

41°N., 10°W., (196° Finisterre 118 miles) 
Position indefinite A.l. (IC. 0487/40)

46°25’N., 4°35’W. (D.D.I.C. 2126/19)

108* N.W. of Pinisterre. Attacked Norwegian 
TUDOR (D.S.289)

46°20'N., 4°25’W. Attacked Belgian VILLE DE 
NAMUR. (D.S. 289)

55°0*N., 5°32*W . A/C report. (D.S.289)

Submarine reported 20 miles S.W. Ailsa Craig. 
GLEANER to investigate.

(N.O.I.C. Belfast 2227/19) (N.O.I.C. Greenock, 
2254/19) Reported by PATELLA as 2158/1.C. 
0487/40)

2 reports (D.4) of submarine off South Uist,
6 m. N. of the Sound of Barra. (C.in C.Rosyth 
1630/19)

Possible dispositions :-

2 in Pinisterre area, one in 45°10’ N., 11°40' W. at 0255/19 
the other may be farther west.

2 in Bay of Biscay 
1 in Western Approaches 
Possibly 1 S. of St. George’s Channel 
1 W. of Ireland homeward bound.
1 N.W. of Ireland, distance out unknown.
I Italian, possibly between Gibraltarand Madeira. (I.C., 0486/40)

Note :- (D.D.I.C. 1106/19) U/B’s were operating as far out as 
17° W. on 16th and 17th June. (D.D.I.C., 1106/19)

1927- 2 unidentified submarines, one sighted at 2010 in position
2010. 56°50’ N., 03°00*E., co. 080, speed 10-12 knots. Dived as

a/c approached. Submarine sighted at 1927 in position 
56°21' N ., 00°14’ E., co. 275, dived on being sighted. 
Submarine sighted again 56°18’ N., 01°00' E., at 2210, co. 
260, speed 8-10 kts. Thought to be same submarine as seen 
at 1927. (Donibristle, 2330/19)
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Prance

French plans French have decided that on approach of enemy
to Bordeaux President of Republic and some 
Ministers will proceed overseas to carry on 
Govt. It is possible Weygand vail go too. 
(D.N.I. 0031/20).

The position of the French appears to be 
similar to that of the Dutch, namely that the 
army has been overwhelmed butthe Govt, and 
the Fleet will continue to function from 
overseas.

Withdrawa1 of St. Uazaire has been evacuated. All British and 
troops, Cotentin 2,500 Polish troops have been taken off. 
Peninsula 5 M.Vs have been sent to take off these and

5 destroyers are also to operate at the ^ort.

S.N.O. has left La Pallice with the last of the 
British troops, and ships have also evacuated 
all the Polish troops there.

C. in C. Portsmouth reported at 021+5/20 
that 5000 Polish troops are reported fighting 
their way to St- Malo. He has ordered an air 
reconnaissance at dawn to ascertain if the 
Germans are still in possession of the town. 
SABRE is to _ roceed to Jersey and stand by to 
escort Dutch schoots to St. Halo if it is 
decided to attempt to evacuate the Poles.

Gironde Area GALATEA and BERKELEY arrived at Arcachon this
morning. Evacuation proceeded from Arcachon 
and Bordeaux. BEAGLE arrived at Bordeaux 
this morning with demolition party. After 
completing demolitions at Bordeaux she is to 
proceed to La Pallice for the same purpose.

Enemy aircraft laid parachute mines in the 
Channels at 0030/20. A passage was swept for 
ARETHUSA (out-going from Le Verdon) and 
BERKELEY.
All British subjects not evacuated from the 
Garonne River have been advised to proceed 
to Bayonne. A ship has been ordered there 
by ARETHUSA to evacuate refugees. 5000 Poles 
and an equal number of French Air Force 
mechanics and pilots are awaiting evacuation 
there.
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Prance

Disposal of JEAN BART with 2 destrojrers, and Admiral 
French Fleet Ouest in LE HARDI are on passage to Casablanca.

PARIS has arrived at Plymouth, together with 
several minor units, destroyers OURAGAN,
MISTRAL and submarine SURCOUF.

Several minor units have arrived at Falmouth 
and in the Portsmouth area.

EEILE BERTH! has arrived at Halifax, COURBET 
arrived Portsmouth, also dootreyor LEOPARD, c*u‘%rA 
3 submarines and other units.

Seizure of 4 Swedish Destroyers

4 Swedish destroyers which hadji ut in to the 
Faroe Islands for fuel on their way from 
Italy to Sweden, were seized under the right of 
angary.

Evacuation of Channel Islands.

Women and children were being evacuated from 
the Channel Is. during the night 19/20.

Raid on F. A.A. aircraft attacked 2 large barges in the
Sohevenincen basin at Schevenlngen last night. A large

^ fire was started, but it is mot known if the
barges were hit.

Raid on 
Ymuiden

During the night 19/20, 2 Hudsons carried out an 
attack on Ymuiden docks, with apparent 
success.

Raid on England Bombs were dropped in Yorkshire, North 
" Lincolnshire and in the Southampton area,

where 4 of the 7 ammunition magazines at 
Marchwood were destroyed together with one third 
of the stock of Oerlikon cartridges. At 
Cardiff 6 bombs were drop ed at 01QC/20 in the 
dock area, badly damaging S.S. ST^ESSO, but 
causing no casualties.
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Lining

Belfast is temporarily closed.

Magnetic mines have "been found near Lowestoft 
and in the Harwich area. Other mines are 
reported from the Bristol Channel; 6 were 
detected near the position where the JAMES 
MC GEE was sunk.

Enemy aircraft laid mines at Bordeaux this 
morning. 2 mines have "been swept off North 
Island, New Zealand.

Italian Operations

Italian 
Sub, larine 
Sunk
f j )( / \0 ,AfVT£'

H. M. Submarine PARTHIAN sank an Italian 
submarine off the IT0rth Coast of Libya at 
1530/20. She also attacked the cruiser SAIT 
GIORGIO at Tobruk on 19/6 but without success, 
and reports greatly increased surface and 
anti submarine activity.

GALILEO
GALILEI
Captured

Italian submarine, with 3 officers and 37 
ratings, has been captured after an action 
with MOONSTONE and taken to Aden. The C.O. and - 
several officers were killed.

12 Swordfish aircraft of the P.A.A. arrived 
at Malta p.m.
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Scapa

Em loynent 
Corvettes

Submarines

FORFAR

MONARCH OF 
BERMUDA

A/S Patrol 
off Tory I

HOME COMMANDS
20.6.1+0.
Thursday.

Defence of U.K.

Blockships EMPIRE SEAMAN and EMERALD WINGS 
being sailed for Scapa from Portsmouth as soon 
as possible. Tankers IITVERLANE and PRO^TESILAUS 
are preparing and should be ready in about 
one months time.

Table-cloth net has proved efficient against 
British M.T.Bs but these have no effective 
propeller guards yet. (A. C.1T. S. (H) 15^2/20 to 
A.C.O.S.)

Policy

of As from noon/21 corvettes are to cease routine 
patrol duties and will be employed to reinforce 
close escorts of FIT and FS convoys. Arrange
ments. (C. in C. , No re 2118/20 to F.O.I.C. 
Harwich) .

Movements

Positions and movements at 0600/21. 
(V.A.S. 17U7/20, 231+1/20, D.C. 181+3/20).

Orders (F. 0. C.N.P. 1610/20).

Leaves Clyde 0001/21 carrying Italian 
diplomats and with safe conduct from enemy. 
Route etc. (Hd. f L. 2019/20).

Area N. and N.W. of Tory Island has lately 
. become a happy hunting ground for U-boats. 
Today 2 have been reported and 1 merchant shirs 
torpedoed while CARINTHIA and S.S. 1R0S were 
recently torpedoed all in this area. Although 
fully aware of the acute shortage of adequate 
A/S craft I consider it very important that a 
permanent patrol of A/S Surface Craft 
should be established there at least until the 
U-boat nuisance in the vicinity abates.
At present, in the event of a U-boat being 
reported in this area, the nearest destroyer 
is probably in the Clyde, a distance of about 
180^miles. Earlier in the war I suggested the 
possibility of dropping depth charges from 
aircraft. I would again suggest that this 
method of attack might well prove effective 
in the above area and that old type aircraft, 
unfit for North Sea Operations, might be used. 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 1629/20 to Adty.)
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Operations - Coast of France

Polish troops 5000 Polish troops reported fighting their 
way to St. Halo. It is desired to evacuate 
them if possible. Dutch Schoots ordered 
to Jersey for this, and SABRE to proceed to 
St* Helier and stand by to escort Schoots 
to St* Malo. (C. in C. , Portsmouth 021+6/20 to 
SABRE)

Sailed ALDERPOOL with !+,000 Polish troovs for 
Falmouth. (HACKAY 0600/20 to A. C.W.A. )

ITo more British or Polish troops in La Paliice. 
(MACKAY 0801/20).

ITo fighters 
available

Success of further evacuation from St* ITasaire 
and La Paliice depends on A/A fire as no 
Fighters are available. Request A/A cruisers 
be provided. (C. in C., W.A. 0832/20 to 
Adty.) Proceed to Bayonne. End 0616/20 
(C. in C. , TV.A. 0927/20).

BATORY 
Polish Divn.

Polish Divn. is assembling at Le Verdon. 
Request all shipping "0 e re-directed there. 
(B.N.L.O. Bordeaux 091+3/20 to A.C.Y/.A. ). 
French flag flying at St* Halo. 3 oil tanks 
still intact (A. C.H. Q. Chatham, 0810/20).

Bayonne Requirements for shipping at Bayonne extremely 
urgent. Minimum 1000 Military and Refugees 
there now relying on transport. Garonne River 
handed over to French and Polish authorities. 
(B.IT.L.O. Bordeaux 1032/20 to C. in C. , .7.A. ) 
Carryout orders in my 02l;6 and 1119* (C. in C. 
Portsmouth 12U6/20 to SABRE)

Polish army Polish Army now assembling Leverey 5000, La 
Rochelle 10,000. Request shipping be diverted 
accordingly. (Mr. Campbell, Bordeaux 1229/20 
to A. C.W.A. )

F. 0. 2nd C.S. to arrange evacuation as soon 
as possible provided no undue risk from air 
attack or magnetic mines. Polish Divn. at Le 
Yerdon and 3000 French Air Force mechanics 
and pilots. (A. C.W.A. 1351/20 to F. O.C. 2 C.S.)

Am leaving for Per^pignan with Ambassador 
today 20th (B.IT.L.O. Bordeaux 11+15/20 to Adty.)
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Operations - Coast of Prance

Polish array ARETIIUSA expects arrive Plymouth 0600/21 , with 
President of Poland and staff, British 
Ambassador at Poland, and staff British 
Embassies Warsaw, Brussels, Paris.
(C. in C. , W.A. 2105/20 to Adty.)

Sail one destroyer forthwith to Port Vendres to 
transport H. M. Ambassador and party of nine 
to North Africa. (D.O.D.F. 222+6/20 to F. 0. C. IT. A. )

Bordeaux
*

Wireless set is being dismantled 1600/20.
(B. 1T.L.0. Bordeaux 1400/20 to Foreign Office).

Endeavour to get in touch with B. N. L. 0. Bordeaux 
and evacuate anyone he requires (p.O.C. 2 C.S. 
1855/20 to 3EAGLE).

Situation as to number to be evacuated.

Still obscure. Communication with Bordeaux 
open by road only no telephone or train.
BERKELEY in company (P. 0. C. 2 C.S. 1920/20).

Le Verdon ST. HELIER and LADY OP M A M  to proceed Le Verdon 
for water and to embark any troops there unless ■ 
otherwise ordered by P.0. C. 2nd C.S.
(A.C.W.A. 2211/20 to I.IACKAY, P.O.C. 2 C.S.)

*
List of ships which sailed for Falmouth from 
Le Verdon 19/6, 20/6 (ARETHUSA 1152/20).

Evacuation

Channel Islands

Please inform me at once Govt. Policy as to 
Channel Islands. If civil population to be 
evacuated Ministry of Shipping must take up 
ships. (C. in C., Portsmouth 1317/20 to Adty.)

Your 1317/20. Home Office has decided that it 
is not the policy to evacuate Channel Islands. 
Crown Officials are staying and it is expected 
that major portion of population will stay too. 
Arrangements in hand for evacuating 17»000 from 
Jersey and 13»000 from Guernsey. (D. of S.T. 
2127/20 to C. in C., Portsmouth).

Your 1317/20. Island Govts, have been 
informed that we would be ready to receive in 
the United Kingdom such inhabitants of the 
Channel Islands as the Island Authorities 
wished to evacuate to this country under 
arrangements to be made and financed by them. 
(D.O.D.(H) 1527/20 to C. in C. Portsmouth).





War Diary

Evacuation 
(Contd. )

20.6.2+0.
Thursday.

HOME COMLIAITDS

Channel Islands

Your 1815/20 approved for Schoots to evacuate 
civilians from Jersey as Goveri+or directs.
(C. in C., Portsmouth 2137/20 to SABRE) .

'

Your 092+8 am escorting transport. Please confirm 
that orders as to Dutch Schoots are cancelled. 
(SABRE 1025/20 to C. in C., Portsmouth).

SABRE reports there are still about 15>000 
people in Jersey. S.T.O. requires all available 
s. iall craft. 1112 Ends. (C. in C. ,Portsmouth 
1222/20 to Adty.)

Seizure of Swedish Destroyers at Faroe Is.

Swedish destroys s should be boarded and 
informed H. 1.1. Govt, have decided that to 
safeguard them against probable capture by 
Germans the Govt, has decided to seize them. 
Remove crews and b ring them to Clyde, using- 
force if necessary. Leave small care and 
maintenance parties in Swedish destroyers at 
Thorshaven. Treat Swedish crews with every 
consideration. (D.0. 0026/20 to D.6).

Oiler CASTOR arriving Thorshaven now. Request 
instructions this shi^ and Dp jot ship PATRICIAS). 
(Capt. D.6 052+0/20 to Adty.).

Your 052+0/20. Destroyers only should be seized. 
Leave one of your destroyers to prevent their 
recapture by Swedes if satisfied this adequate; 
and ensure that tanlcer and depot ship do not 
use their W/T (B. 0. D{tl) 0721/20 to D.6)

Py 0721/20. If Swedish crews can &e accommodated 
in Tanlcer and Depot ship the - should be put on 
board and released. Report whether you can 
steam Swedish destroyers to Clyde. (D. 0. D(H?) 20/6)1

Your 0857/20. Yes. Consider this is best 
arrangement and request approval to do so. 
Senior Officer has requested this information 
regarding himself and I have approved it should 
they accede to my demand. (Capt. D.6 1002/20 to 
Adty.)
Proceed with Swedish destroyers to Scapa. 
(D.0.D|H} 20/6).

I.Iy 1002/20. Demand accepted. Am transferring 
crew to CASTOR and PAT-ilCIng? in anticipation of 
approval. (Capt. D.6 1101/20 to Adty.)

■
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Operations

ITorway

Battle-Cruiser At 1535/20, H.K.8. CLYDE in a position 60 
torcedoed miles north of Trondheim Fiord sighted one

enemy battle-cruiser, one pocket battleship, 
and a destroyer proceeding in a II.W. direction. 
CLYDE attacked the battle-cruiser and made one 
hit. See Enemy Intelligence^
Cuypt R. }>.

Iceland

701 Sqdn., Re accommodation (IT. O.I.C. Iceland, 0029/20,
Force "Profit11 D. of L.D. 131^4/20, Alabaster, Reykjavik,

1348/20, S.O.I., Iceland 1ZjO1/20, D.V.A.D.
1831/20.

Requesting they may be issued with British 
identification papers. (C. in C. H.F.,182^/20).

Air.

British Air Activity

Reconnaissance at Christiansund and coastwise 
to Stavanger. 2 M/Vs observed at 58:00 IT. , 
1:28 E., (Donibristle 1830/20).

Skuas for 
attac :s on 
ITorway

I n  order to resume air offensive operations in 
ITorway request that a formation of nine skuas 
be sent to Hatston. It is realised that this 
may deplete I.R. Aircraft but as the type 
is no longer in production the time must come 
when replacements cannot be provided. There 
can therefore be little harm in anticipating 
this moment by employing some of the remaining 
aircraft in the type of offensive operation 
in which they have proved themselves to be so 
suitable. (C. in C.‘, H.F. 12C1/20).

Your 1201/20. Owing to recent loan of 38 
pilots to R.A.F. and the recall of 7 others, it 
is impossible to form any further First Line 
Squadrons at present except those already 
approved for new construction.

801 Squadron now at Detling could be transferred 
to Hatston and re-equipped with 12 Skuas.
Request conformation that accommodation 

will be available at Hatston. (D.N.A.D. 185^/20
to C. in C. , H. F.).
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Air.

Enemy A ir activity

Raid or England Damage at Cardiff. (p.O.I.C. Cardiff 0259/20).
Damage at Marchwood (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1033/20, (S.sl. 3. CD F. 0.1. C. Southampton 
0924/20.^Priddy’s Hard, 0854/20).

S.S. STltsSO damaged by air attack in Cardiff
docks 0100/20.
British (2290 tons). Reported sunk (Air Fj_n. 
Daily Summary 337)*

S.S. I.ALINES British (2980 tons)attacked 0115/20 by aircraft 
in Channel. Under Govt, charter.

BRULAIRE Pr. tanker, 7638 tons, attacked by aircraft
47:10 IT., 3:40 V/. off Belle Isle, 1350/20. 
(Lands End Radio 1350/20).

BRITT Al X7 Brit. 4772 tons, attacked by aircraft off 
Belle Isle, 14 59/20 (D.C.U.S. 291).

P. L. M. 16 Pr. 3574 tons, attacked by aircraft 45:46 F.,
1 :Ij-0 W. (‘off Rochefort) 1916/20, but proceeded 
on her course. (Lands End Radio 1820/20).

Use of Allied R.A.IT.A. S. 1756/20. 
marking on 
A/c by enemy

Calais patrol Yesterday the Germans maintained a standing
patrol over the Calais afea. This probably 
indicates some activity which it is desired 
to conceal. (C.I.C. Report No. 20).
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Mining;

Bordeaux. Enemy A/C laid parachute mines at 0030 this 
morning and it is believed Channel N. of St. 
George's Bank and also main channel near Talais 
Bank buoy are mined. (ARETHUSA 0501/20 to BEAGLE)

Enemy Intelligence

Main units One Battleship and one Battle Cruiser bearing 
sighted. 335 position 64°43' N ., 9°53’ E. (CLYDE 2234/20)

Battle
Cruiser
torpedoed.

One Battle Cruiser, one Pocket Battleship, one 
Destroyer in position C.X.R.R.4353 course 335°. 
Attacked Battle Cruiser. One hit 
(CLYDE 2235/20 to Adty.) ’***

7 destroyers. Five Destroyers course 90° my position 53°21' N., 
5°4' E., (A/C report 1012/20) joined by 2 more. 
Attacked. Result not observed (A.C.H.Q. Chatham, 
1445/20)

5 destroyers. Bomber Command A/C reports: Five Destroyers 
53°48' N., 6°50' E.

2 Cruisers. at 0155/20, course W.15 knots; Two Cruisers and 
Two Destroyers 53°48' N., 6°40' E., at 0200/20, 
course W.; and three large ships type unknown at 
51°50' N ., 3°52' E. at 2343/19 (D.C.0710/20)

10 M.V's. 53° 20' N. 5°16' E., (A/C 1100/20)
6 vessels, 2 of which were warships 53°21' N .,
5°12' E., 2340/20(A/C report) (I .C .0489/40)

Shinning.

RON’WYN. British, 1766 tons. ) Put out of action in Rochefort 
HESTER. British, 1199 tons, ) on 18/6 to prevent their use 
JACOB CHRISTENSEN, Norwegian ) by the enemy. (D.S. 21/6)

3594 tons

Adty.Mge.B.R. Instruction contained in Adty. Mge.B.R. no longer 
applies to ships bound for French Colonial ports 
outside the Mediterranean. (Adty.Mge.B.T. 1208/20)

Convoy Owing to U-boats operating further West than
routes usual convoy is now routed through TF MH 00 00

and is not to disperse till that position has been 
reached (C. in C.W.A. 1311/20^ to FOWEY)
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Shipping. (Ctd.)

#

Convoy To enable greater protection to be given to O.A.
routes (Ctd.) and H.A* convoys in the Channel it is proposed to 

institute the following:-

(1) H.A.Convoys, having the more valuable cargoes,
route.

(2) O.A. Convoys, route.
(3) (4) Arrangements for ships joining.
(5) Change to commence with convoys H.X.49 and

O.A. 172 (C. in C.7/.A.2024/20)

A Message Cancel 1940/17. British Merchant ships have
now been instructed to inform all French Merchant 
ships met at sea that many ports in France are now 
occupied by the Germans and that they are therefore 
strongly advised not repetition not to proceed to 
such ports. Similar action is to be taken by 
H.M. Ships. (A.C.N.S.(T) 2302/20)

All ships bound up Channel, including those in 
Convoy, to pass Dungeness during daylight hours 
(A.C.N.S.(T) 1319/20)

V/EATHER

North Sea

Horns Reef

Channel 

W.Approaches

7/ind leather

Northerly, Cloudy. A few 
moderate. showers in

central area.

Northerly, 
Light to 
moderate.

Northerly, 
moderate.

Northerly, 
moderate.

Fair to cloudy

Fair to cloudy 

Fair to cloudy

Visibility 

Mainly good

Good

Good

Good
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

Minelayer, should be routed round Cape (V.C.N.S. 
2051/20 to F.O.C.N.A.).

Sail one destroyer forthwith with despatch to 
Port Vendres to transport H.M. ambassador to 
North Africa. (D.O.D.(F) 2246/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)

South Atlantic

Your 1900/18. Air Ministry did not issue these 
orders. Presume they do not emanate from the 
French. Unfortunately no prospect of sending you 
Flying Boats in near future. (D.O.D.F. 0034/20 to 
C. in C.S.A.)

Mediterranean. 

General.

1,000 British stranded. Immediate evacuation 
necessary. (Sharrocks, Cannes, 0810/20).
(D.C. to F.O.C.N.A. 2220/20). Your 2220, in view 
of your 0144/21 have now no ship to send to Cannes. 
(F.O./C. Gibraltar 0620/21)

Do not hesitate to undertake immediately any works 
that in your opinion may be of value in present 
emergency. (Civil Lord to C. in C.Med. 1752/^0) 2j

Gist of telegram received today by Mittelhauser 
from Weygand. Owing to situation of Army and 
difficulty of feeding civilian population we have 
been obliged to approach German and Italian 
Governments. This does not mean cessation of 
hostilities and still less capitulation. Armies 
although sorely tried and separated are still 
fighting magnificently. Tell those around you 
that for moment there is no question of ceasing fire

Para. 2. C.in C. and A.O.C.in C. flew here this 
morning to see Mittelhauser. Agreement in 
principle was reached over following (?decisions). 
(a) Mutual assistance between British and French 
air forces in Syria and Egypt. (b) Possible 
assistance and troops in Egypt. (c) Setting up of 
joint Middle East planning committee to include 
French staff officers, (d) Setting up of Anglo 
French War Council for Mediterranean. Visit was 
a great success and in all respects there appears 
to be common point of view.
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean.

General (Ctd.)

British and Para. 3. Although in view of high morale at present 
French existing likelihood of capitulation here seems
policy (Ctd.) remote I suggest broad preparation should be made

now in Palestine to received large influx of French 
material and personnel in the event of the worst 
happening here. On all sides wish has been 
expressed to join British Army if necessary.
General Massiet commanding expeditionary force here 
told me he would immediately join Foreign Legion if 
British formed one. (No.8 (Salisbury Jones Mission 
to W.0.1920/6)

Operations♦

Threat to Ambassador Ankara tel.572, 17/6 to F.O. Am in 
Bosphorous general agreement. Feel if Bosphorous were

seriously threatened, primary interest to us to 
provide support to Turkey there. Desirable to 
avoid a definite commitment, but statement might be 
made that we should regard an attack on Straits as 
of first priority and certainly endeavour to send 
naval support. (C. in C. Med. 1817/20).

Crete Vague rumour that Italians have demanded bases in
Crete, also that Cretan Governor-General and Prefects 
left today for Greece. (N.A. Athens, 2013/20).

PARTHIAN unsuccessfully attacked Italian cruiser 
SAN GIORGIO in Tobruk harbour 19/6 (C. in C.Med. 
2315/20). Air reconnaissance 20/6 reported 3 
cruisers, 3 destroyers, 2 submarines at Marsa, Tobruk 
The SAN GIORGIO is still aground (I.C.0489/40)
One destroyer or flotilla leader at Bardia (31°45'N 
25°10'E) (I.C.0489/40).

Air.

Swordfish B.N.L.O. 4th Region's 2143/18 request all 24 
for Malta. Swordfish aircraft or at least half of them may be 

flown to Malta where there is ample reserve. The 
aircraft will form a most useful striking force as 
well as being invaluable in defence of Island.
They will also provide reserve for H.M.S.EAGLE.
(C. in C.Med. 0827/19. to Adty.)

Mining.

Mines in position 300° R.E.T. 17 miles (Malta, 
2055/20) (? Ras-el-tin, Alexandria.)



N a r Diary

G .M.B* s . 
Bulgaria.

Italian 
Fleet.

Orders for 
Shipping.

PARAMATTA
YARRA

Centre Peak
W x

VENTA

MARITZA

CORDELIA

CONTE ROSSO

FOREIGN STATIONS

20.6.40
Thursday

Mediterranean. (Ctd.)

Enemy Intelligence

Hitler has given four C.M.B's to Bulgaria, arrival 
expected shortly. (A.l.) (N.A. Athens, 1737/20).

Yugo-Slav General Staff informs me that Italian 
Fleet is now at Taranto. (Belgrade 2035/20 to 
C. in C. Med.)

East Indies

Governor Ceylon instructed by Colonial Office to 
delay sailing of French ships; and that Norwegian, 
Dutch, Polish, and neutral ships may proceed to 
French ports outside Mediterranean. Request 
confirmation. May British ships proceed to French 
India, Madagascar, Reunion. Consider Jibuti 
should still be out of bounds. (C. in C.E.I. 
0654/20 to Adty.)

Are intended as reinforcements. DERBY AND HUNTLEY 
will not be withdrawn unless the minesweeping 
situation in Mediterranean renders necessary 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1631/20 to C. In C.E.I.)

.Hut destroyed by H.M.A.S. HOBART's a/c. No 
submarines or E boats seen. (C.in C.E.I.0611Z/20)

GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Latvian, 1886 tons, is now sailing under the German 
flag. Had been detained by the Germans at Hamburg 
on January 5. (D.S. 21/6)

Last reported at Sibenik 18/6 was communicating with 
FJfiume and Venice at 0115/20 and was due at Pola 
0800/20 (N/T Intercept).

V.C.Bourgas reports she loaded cargo 13/6 said to 
contain war material sailed Bat^um. Returned 
Bourgas for bunkers just after with cargo still on 
hoard sailed for Batoum 17/6. (Beyeglu 1757/20)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Left Ancona 20/6 with staff of British Embassy. 
Has been ordered into Cai^tanio in Sicily to await 
the safe conduct of British Govt, for passage to 
Lisbon. (D.S.)
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ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS (Ctd.)

5106 tons, beached off Peterhead after scuttling 
herself on 10/6, has now been abandoned and hopes 
of salvage given up.

1533 tons, was at Ferrol, Spain, on 18/6.

5060 tons, reported to have been arrested at 
Norfolk, Va., by Asiatic Petroleum Co.

6214 tons, arrived at Para, Brazil, from Norfolk, 
Va., on 18/6

1582 tons, reported to have arrived at Ceara.

2715 tons, which was reported to have been sunk by 
the French, the crew being landed at Teneriffe, 
is now said to have been towed into Santa Cruz, 
Canary Islands.

Should be added to list of ships seized in British 
ports 11/6. Ship was undergoing repairs at 
Immingham (l.C.0487 /40)
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EMPIRE
CONVEYOR

OTTERPOOL

British 5911 tons (formerly German GLORIA) 
with load of grain Montreal to Manchester 
torpedoed 56° 16* N. , 8° 10' W. , 1215/20.
Sank 1 \ hours after. Explosion observed by 
flying boat which guided H.M.S. CAMPBELL 
v/hich rescued survivors. Master, 2nd Engineer 
and 1+ missing. H.M.S. SCOTT searched and 
picked up 1 body. (CAMPBELL Ref. No 10*4/03) 
Master 2nd Engineer and Cook lost. Rest 
landed Liverpool 21/6. (Minute Sheet and B.
Of T . )  S«-c— Also iie.yc.l~ ou ̂e. ■

3ritish *4-867. Torpedbed 20*40/20. 
survivors. (Minute Sheet)

15

r\
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Ships Attacked-

ANDALUSIAN torpedoed at 1404. 120* V. of Ushant (A.S.W.D.
Report 289) Still being chased at 1500. Nad been 
in Convoy H.G.F.34 with a general cargo for 
Liverpool. (D.C.N.S.291 says she was in convoy 
H.G.F.34) Chased 48°36' N., 7°51' W., steering 
060° mean. (Lands end. Radio 1501/20) Torpedoed 
48°32'N., 8*3’ W., (Landseud 1404/20) . ̂

EMPIRE
CONVEYOR
Sunk

JAMES MCGEE 
Sunk

FELLSIDE
Escaped

British, 5911 tons, torpedoed 1230/20 and sunk 
80 miles west of Mull. Four of the crew, including 
Master, missing. 37 survivors taken on board H.M.S. 
CAMPBELL. Was proceeding independently from 
Montreal to Manchester. (CAMPBELL 1911/20)

Sea—  fa  . S  q 2 _

Panamanian, 9859 tons, mined and sunk off the 
Foreland, Bristol Channel. Bound from Trinidad to 
Brest, but had been diverted to Bristol Channel.
(Nore V/.K. 1456/20)

British, 3509 tons, chased by submarine 48°43’ N., 
8°19’ 1951/20. Cargo of iron ore from Bougie
for the Tees. Was in convoy H.G. 34. (Portishead 
Radio 1951/20)

TILIA GORTHEN Swedish (1776 tons) torpedoed and sunk by submarine 
Sunk thought to be Italian, 80 miles S. of Scilly.

LEITH Picked up 11 survivors (D.C.N.S.292)

0TTERP00L British, 4867 tons, torpedoed 1943/20 and sunk 124
Sunk miles west of Ushant, 45°N., 8°15'W. (Lands End

T.O.R.2049/20)

LABUD Yugoslav, 5334 tons, torpedoed off Fastnet (? time)
Crew landed at Clonekilty.

Trawlers U-boat reported 1009 52°40' N., 2°12' E., by
trawlers which were attacked and set on fire 
(Chatham 1135/20). U-boat sighted submerging at 
1030. (C. in C. Nore 1045/20).

Your 1045 no burning trawlers in position.
Consider report erroneous. 2 sets of 4 M/S trawlers 
near. (WILD SWAN 1319/20 to C.in C. Nore) See 
U-Boat Camp.

Swedish ship Torpedoed 0303/20 in 48°32’ N., 6°20* W. (I»C.
name uncertain 0489/40)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING (Ctd.)

Estimated disuositions

in Finisterre Area 
in Bay of Biscay 
in Western Approaches
in 56° 18' N., 8°59’ W., at 0805/20 and 
in 60°32' N., 5°18' W., at 1030/20 may both be 
homev/ard bound.
Italian may be in Atlantic W. of Gibraltar but 
there are no indications of her whereabouts. 
(D.D.I.C. 1226/20)

Bubmarines reported,

1500 27°25 * N., 15°55,' W . , (35 miles S.W. Grand Canary) 
reported by Frenclij^BOUGAINVILLE to have dived 
8 miles distant. B.3. (K.0489/40)

150° Sandra Light 158. Rep.by PATELLA in Convoy 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1140/20)

Submarine presumed enemy 41°22' N., 3°10’ W ., (Oran 
Radio 2013/20)

57°50' N., 3°38' E ., by a/c. (C. in C. Rosyth 
0040/21) Note Probably Dutch. (Donibristle 2340/20)

60°11' N., 3°0* E., sighted on surface. (Donibristle 
0735/20)

See ships attacked.

45' S.S.W. of Barra Head (A.S.W.D. Report 289)

56°18’ N., 8°59’W., (about 78 miles off Malin Hd.) 
by a/c.
By D/P 57° N., 3°E., unreliable fix (D.D.I.C.1700/20)

60°32' N., 6°42’ W., by a/c. BUTTERMERE AND 
WINDERMERE hunting (P.O.C.S. 1129/20)

52°40*N., 2°121 E., (C. in C . Nore 1045/20 to VANESSAj

30* North of Muckle Plugga (R.A.(D) H.P. to ZULU)

56°16’N ., 8°10rW., by A/C. (P.O.C.N.P.1610/20, N.O. 
l/C Greenock 1542/20).Considered not same submarine 
as 0805 above (C.in C. Rosyth 1426/20)

48°32' N., 8°3' W. ANDALUSIAN chased by submarine 
(Lands End Radio).

57°50’ N., 5°E., D/P report. (D.D.I.C.1440/20)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING (Ctd.)

Submarines reported. (Ctd.)

1130 56°16' N., 8°10'W. (D.D.I.C.1349/20 to Ships)

2330 B.S.T By D/F 57030* N., 4°20' E. Unreliable fix (D.D.I.C. 
0002/21)

1951 48°43' N., 8°19 * »?., (D.D.I .C .2237/20)
j. 1304 48°32* N., 8°3* W. (D.D.I.C.2025/20)

1030 Reported by a/c , 60°32* N., 05°18* V/., 130* W.S.W. 
of Muckle Plugga.

% 1835 48°50* N., 8°19' W ., 140* cff Ushant, reported by 
a/c (C. in C.W.A. 1906/20)

2150 Reported by s.s. CITY OP AUCKLAND, 5 miles N. of 
Toward Point, Clyde. (N.O. I/C Greenock 2351/20)

1730 13 miles S.E. Capo Carbonara (Scapa U/T Rec. 2126/2C)

0949 By D/P 50°50' N., 12°30* W. Unreliable fix. 
(D.D.I.C. 1039/21)

Submarines attacked.

1030 60°32* N., 6°42* W ., by A/C apparently surfacing 
but submerged immediately. Estimate 2 hits and 
submarine put out of action. (Donibristle.Reed. 
1308/20, C. in C. Rosyth 1316/20, a/c 1030/20).

f
1915 Attacked by A/C at 62°28* N., 4°22* E. (C. in C. 

Rosyth 0040/21, Donibristle 2215/20)

V
rr

1829 By A/C escorting convoy 0.A.170, 48°50* N.,8°19* W ., 
One bomb fell 0 yards astern, one 30 yards ahead. 
(A.C.H.Q. Plymouth 2235/20)

Mediterranean.

Submarines reported.

Submarine 
at Ceuta

Italian submarine still in Ceuta (A/C 1100/20) 1

V Submarines attacked. I

Submarine
sunk
p/

-yff.

PARTHIAN on date not yet knovm sank Italian 
submarine in 32°42* N., 23°49* E. (C. in C. Med. 
2315/20) Time 1530/20 (I .0.0489/40)
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Ships a t t a c k e r .

Piaster of s.s. FELLSIDE, arrived Weymouth 
a.m. to-day, reports that while in unescorted
convoy, s.s. OTTEHPOGL was sunk by s/m in 
position 48.26* N., 8.11' Y/., at 2040/20.
ATo survivors.S.s . FELL^IDE opened fire on 
submarine and considers hits were register
ed. (F.O.I.C., Portland, 1318/24).

Finnish (1144 tons) torpedoed 20/o about 
90 miles T. of Jastro U relates on N. Coast 
of Spain. 11 Survivors landed.

Reported torpedoed 20/6. Incorrect. Ship 
arrived safely.

Torpoeaoed 1045 and sunk 1200 in ^6° l 6 1 II. 
8° 10* W. Captain and 2 missing. 2 
slightly injured. (ID Form S A.)

S/M^s reported.

My 1105. U-boat probably homeward bound 
passing 30 miles north of buckle Flugga. 
BUTTRRITERE, WINDERMERE also ordered to 
search. (R.A.D. H.F. 1208/20)
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SITUATION REPORT

German Llafrinfr Units Out.

German battle At 2 3 3 one enemy battle-cruiser, one pocket
cruiser torpedoed battleship, and a destroyer were sighted 60

miles north of Trondheim by H.M. submarine 
CLYDE, which attacked the battle-cruiser 
and made one hit.

Dispositions The following dispositions we re iiade.13th C.S.
made by C. in C. (I.ATCHESTER, BIRMINGHAM, SHEFFIELD and YORK)
H. F. left Rosyth 0630/21 to rendezvous with

NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX 80 miles E. of Scapa 
at 1500 and proceed towards Stadlandet.
SUIIFISH was ordered to Heligoland Bight,
WILK to a position 30 miles S.W. of Lister, 
and SEVERN to Utsire. Battle-ci’uisers 
and battleships in Scapa were brought to 
one hour's notice. 3 Blenheim aircraft and a 
Sunderland were ordered to search for the 
enemy force.

At 1215/21 RENOWN and REPULSE, screened by 
5 destroyers, left Scapa for the same 
rendezvous as the cruisers.

Battlecruiser At 1115/21 a Hudson aircraft of Coastal
sighted Command on reconnaissance sighted and

reported one battlecruiser and 6 destroyers 
off the entrance to Sogne Fiord steering 
a southerly course at 25 knots. This 
aircraft together with a Sunderland already 
searching in the area vgre ordered to 
shadow, while 6 more Hudsons were sent to 
attack.

At 1230/21 the 18th C.S. was still 60 miles 
away from the prearranged rendezvous with 
NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX and had altered course 
to the eastward at 30 knots.

Attack by Sword- At li+50/21 a Sunderland aircraft sighted and 
fish with toreedoes reported one Battlecruiser and 7 destroyers

steering South at 20 knots. This aircraft 
continued to shadow, and between 1510 and jlty,

£ sirrwtfr-* *L ?!<*>% 1520 6 Swordfish aircraft of F. A. A. /attaokedf^-
‘i the battlecruiser with torpedoes. The

' battlecruise: was not hit, but one of the
destroyer screen v/as possibly hit. Two of 
the Swordfish were shot down. . . . . .

' </A 3
Bombing attack Meanwhile, 6 Beauforts and 6 Hudsons of

Coastal Command had left Hatstan, and between.. 
1620 and 1650 these attacked the battle
cruiser (SCHARNHORST) with bombs, obtaining 
at least one hit near the stern. Four 
aircraft were shot down.

At 2100
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Geri lan Haiti JJnits Out.
Bombing attack 
(Contd.)

At 2100, after receiving a number of 
conflicting aircraft reports C.S. 18
considered that the enemy battlecruiser had 
probably entered Haugesund, and he therefore, 
decided, in view of the probability of 
heavy enemy air attack, to continue his 
search to the southward until midnight, and 
then to return with all his forces to Scapa. 
Enemy fighters had driven off our shadowing 
aircraft.

Coastal Command shadowing aircraft that at 
1930 the battle cruiser was, injfact, about 
li-C miles S.W. of Haugesund, steering South

remainder of his force 70 miles to the 
north-westward; and at 2355 C.S.18 decided 
to carry out a final sweep to the northward 
with his ships spread 5 miles apart, 
before the search.

was good, with a fill 1 moon and no period of 
darkness. At 0123, since it appeared that the 
battlecruiser had probably entered Stavanger 
or had possibly passed to the southward C. in 
C. H.F. ordered our forces to withdraw at 
high speed. Enemy aircraft continued to 
shadow them on passage. Fighter _ rotection 
was given for the the return passage.

Withdrawal of troops from France

Evacuation of Polish troops from Bordeaux 
continued today. BERKELEY reported 700 
Poles at LeVerdan and that at least ij-,C00 
might be expected at Bayonne. SOBIESKY and 
BATORY have been sent to this area.

2+21 British and 6988 Allied troops were 
landed today at West Country ports. Up to 
1200/21 the following had been evacuated:-

Battlecruiser again However, at 2250 a final report was
sighted received from the pilot of one of the the

2 Cruisers sighted and at 20 knots, while 2 enemy cruisers and
5 destroyers were some 35 miles N.W. of her, 
steering north at the same speed.

C .S .18 turns 
Northward

By this time the 18th C.S. was to the 
Southward of the SCHARNH0RST, with the

Our forces 
withdrawn

From 2030 our forces were shadowed continuously] 
and attacked by enemy aircraft; visibility

British fit 1 22+, 82+1 
Casualties 2,193 
Allied troops i+,2|10
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Evacuation of Channel Is.

completion of the military evacuation, 
rhieh. . a completed "by 0700/21 (W.O. Summary)/ 
Arrange: ients are "being ..ade to take off 
those civilians who v/ish to leave today.

I Preparations for Invasion

There appear to "be restrictions on the 
apparent use of the plentiful shipping 
known to be in German ports, which 
emphasises the desirability of reconnaissance 
of the North Sea exit from the Kiel Canal, 
the Belts, and Skagerrak (C.I.C. Re. ort 22).

Photographs taken today show great 
constructural activity at Schipoland*barge 
activity in neighbouring canals. }

At 081+5/21 100 or more covered barges 
were seen lying between I.IaasAtt-'.s and 
Rotterdam, tied up in threes. They were 
estimated to be 300 ft. long. 6 barges were 
seen in the harbour at Kaasiuis. At 1300/21 
many similar barges were seen in the 
waterways at Krammer Volkerak, Baringvliet, 
and Costerschelde.

Air.

R/C's

Gunboat sunk

Coast battery 
attacked

2 Albacores 
shot down

Normal patrols were flown during 21/6, and 
reconnaissance flights were made to the 
Heligoland Bight, Christiansund North, 
Trondheim and Aalborg.

9 Hudson aircraft sank a gunboat and 2 
II. Vs in harbour at Willemsoord (Texel) 
pm/21.

A F.A.A. Squadron attacked a newAsnore 
battery, b el-ijvod l+«7 inch guns, near Calais 
at 11+20/21 and obtained 1+ direct hits and 
several near misses.

6 Albacores of F.A.A. which were carrying 
out a search for M.Vs in the Texel area, 
became separated and were attacked, 2 being 
shot down.

Losses 21/6 C.C. 5 aircraft. 
F.A.A. 5 aircraft.

Damage at 
Hamburg

It is believed that the shipbuilding yards 
of Bloehm and Voss of Hamburg have suffered 
severely from British air raids. A number 
of damaged ships from these yards are report
ed to have been sent to Denmark for repair.
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Mini nr:

Belfast is open again. Avonmouth is closed.' 
All ports East of Barry are also closed.

Miscellaneous

Although the policy of the Portuguese Govt, 
is pro Ally the entry of Spain into war with 
us might force similar decision on Portugal.

New aircraft carrier left Devonport pm with 
destroyer escort, for Bermuda.

Italian Hostilities

There were 5 air raids on Malta today, causing 
3k casualties; the floating dock was badly 
damaged during a raid early am: its back was 
broken and it sank later.

Marsa Eatruh was raided an/21. No appreciable 
damage was done and there were no casualties.

Biferta was bombed on the night 19/20.
1 a-

A force consisting of ORION. NEPTUNE, SYDNEY and 
LORRAINE (French battleship) with destroyers 
in company, under R.A. (D) carried out a 
bombardment of military objectives at Bardia at 
0600/21 and obtained good results. French 
cruisers SUFFBElT, DUGUAY TROUIN and British 
destroyers carried out a sweep along the 
coast as far as Marsa-Tobruk at the same time, 
with no result.

An air attack was made on Italian warships in 
Tobruk in conjunction with the bombardment at 
Bardia, resulting in heavy smoke rising from 
one large ship after the attack;
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Naval Chief of General Staff Algiers states 
practically all French Fleet now in British 
or French North Africa ports. General intention 
French fighting forces is to carry on war from 
Africa regardless of terms agreed to "by 
French Govt. Naval authorities very anxious 
to continue co-operation with British, korale 
of 3 services excellent. (B.N.L.O. Algiers,
1858/ 21) .

HOME COMMANDS

Defence of U.K.

Northern
Ireland

Guns for Magilligan Point end Larne. 
(Belfast 1837/20).

West of 
England

No order yet given for schemes for immobilisation 
for immediate use at ports on West Coast of 
England. No steps should therefore he taken 
at these ports at present which will in any 
way hamper the full use of all port facilities, 
and it is not intended at present to 
earmark any ships as blockships. (A. C.N.S.(H) 
1 7 2 1/ 2 1 ).

Folkestone UMVOTI to he placed in position blocking 
Folkestone, hut not to he sunk yet except 
in emergency. (D.. of L.D. 1605/21).

Nore net
Defence

Orkneys

Additional defences in the form of sausage net 
to he laid across the river from the pile 
obstruction at Scar’s Elbow, and across 
Lower Hope Reach, 1000 yards below Coal House 
Battery. (D. of B. D. to C. in C., Nore, 1552/21).

Considered that proposed controlled minefield 
between Shapinsay and Gainsay has assumed 
increased importance in view of probability of 
this entrance being rushed by enemy ships. 
Consider minefield should be completed at an 
early date. Further proposals for mine loops. 
(A.C.O.S., 1530/21).
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HOME COMMANDS

Movements

Positions 0600/22 and movements (V.A.(S) 
2031/21 D.C. 2245/21, 0332/22).

With IMOGEN, GRIFFIN and ST. LAURENT left 
Devonport pm for Bermuda.

Operations

Home Fleet (to intercept SCHARNHORST)

Raise steam at 1 hour’s notice (C. in C.,
H.F. to RODNEY, VALIANT, RENOWN, REPULSE, 
NEWCASTLE, SUSSEX, 0301/21).

Cruisers at Rosyth to act under orders of 
C. in C. , H.F. (A.C.N.S.(H) 0315/21).

Proceed with despatch to 57:30 IT. 6:0 E. 
3000. (V.A.S. to submarines on Patrol,
0321/21).

Proceed with despatch to patrol off Utsire 
(V. A. S. to submarines on Patrol 0323/21).

CLYDE’S 2234/20 (position of battle-cruiser £  
battleship). 3 Blenheim aircraft should 
reach Trondheim about 0730/21 and will then 
search towards position 64:43 N. , 09:53 E. 
Sunderland leaving Sullori Voe as soon as 
possible to search to IT. W. of this position. 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 0330/21).

Proceed v/ith despatch by route 2 to 54:15 N., 
6:50 E. (R. A.S. to submarines on Patrol 0338/21)

Proceed with your force in direction of 62:10 N. 
04:15'E. NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX will R. V. with 
you in position 58:50 IT., 00:20 E. Report tine 
at which you will reach this position.
(C. in C. , H.F. 0343/21 to F. 0. C. 18th C.S.). 
Reply, 1500 (C.S. 18, 0555/21).

As WALPOLE is only capable of 27 knots at full 
speed am leaving her at Rosyth. GALLAIT 
accompanying me. (C.S. 18 to C. in C. , H.F. 
0545/21).
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Home Fleet (to intercept SCHARITHORST)

Aircraft reports am engaging enemy ship in 
position 63:1+2 IT., 9:30 E. at 0800. (Aircraft 
254 Sqdn., 0800/21). Submarines on Patrol 
advised (D. C. 0920/21). Cancel my 0920/21. 
Enemy reported were aircraft and not warshios 
(D. C. 1048/21).

Rosyth departures 0630/21. C.S.18 in 
MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM, YORK,
GALLAI~T in accordance with C. in C. H.F. 0343/21. 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 0939/21).

Battlecruisers ITE’WCASTLE and SUSSEX, sailed at 0930 to R. V. with
you in 58:50 IT. , 00:20 E. at 1500.
3attle-cruiser Sqdn. , screened by INGLEFIELD, 
FORESTER, ESCORTf ZULU and DIANA will leave 
harbour at 1130 and proceed towards sane R. V. , 
speed of advance six knots. If no further 
information is received, battle-cruisers 
are to alter course to 030° on reaching R.V.

(C. in C. , H.F. 1029/21 to C.S. 18, B.C.1).

Aircraft
attack

18th C.S.

A/S Protection

Route of 
cruisers

SCHARI'THORST
sighted

RODNEY’s Walrus is to proceed to give A/S 
protection to NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX to maximum 
practical distance. (C. in C., H.F. 1049/21) 
NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX left Scapa 0957- (F.O.C.
o.s. 1105/ 21).

Own cruisers and destroyers pass through 
58:50 IT. , 00:20 E. at 1500 today and proceed 
thence to 62:10 IT. , I+: 15 E- (V. A. S. to 
submarines on Patrol 1106/21).

1 battle-cruiser. 5 destroyers bearing 220° 
distance 6 miles course 240° position 
61 :00 N. , 4:14 E. (Aircraft 233 Sqdn. , 1115/2, 
corrected 1120/21). Enemy capital ship 
SCHARI'THORST class, 6 destroyers, position 
61:00 IT., I+:iL|. E. course 190° speed 25 knots. 
(Aircraft 233 Sqdn., 1120/21, Donibristle 1120/21) 
Advising submarines (C. in C., Rosyth 1144/21) 
Position of 6 enemy merchant vessels 
53:00 IT., 4:50 E. (Aircraft 206 Sqdn. 1145/21). 
Estimated enemy capital ship will pass 18 miles 
off coast between Jaederens and Lister this 
afternoon, speed of advance 23 knots. (V.A.S. 
to SALMON 1158/21). Aircraft and Sunderland 
escorted by 3 Blenheims ordered to shadow.
4 Hudsons also sent to attack. (C. in C. ,
Rosyth, 1156/21).
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Home Fleet (to intercept SCHARNHORST)

Battlecruisers
left.

Scapa departure 1215, RENOWN, REFULSE, INGLE- 
FIELD, DIANA, ZULU, FORESTER and ESCORT 
(F.O.C.O.S. 1220/21).

My position course and speed are 57-59 N. , 
0 1 : 0 8  W- , 0 9 0 0  30 knots/(C. S. 18 1230/21).

18th C. S. in
charge.

You are in charge of this operation against 
enemy battle-cruiser.

Swordfish
leaving

6 Swordfish with torpedoes leave Hatston shortly 
(C. i n C . , H.F. to P.O.C. 18th C.S. 1237/21).

Fighter
protection

Request fighter protection. (F. O.C. 18 C.S. , 
122+0/21). Orders foi* it (Donibristle, 132+5/21). 
I.Iy 1156/21. Add 6 more Hudsons and 9 Beauforts 
also being sent. (C. in C. , P.osyth 122*2/21) 
Expect air A/S escort about 1315* (C. in C., 
Rosyth 1 22+1 :/21).
2 Blenheims leaving Sumburgh as soon as possible 
to make reconnaissance of Trondheim and 2 others 
to Bergen. Latter not to reach Bergen before 
1500. (C. in C., Rosyth, 1258/21).

6 Swordfish 
left

6 Swordfish carrying torpedoes left Hatston 
122+5/21. Objective enemy battle cruiser and 
destroyers reported in aircraft 1120/21.
Track to 59:17 N. , 2+:50 E. then search northwards 
for 2+0 miles, returning to Sumburgh (A. C.O.S.,
1300/21).

Intelligence 
for s a l ; ON

Estimate enemy capital ship will pas 18 . :iles 
off coast between Jaederens and Lister this 
afternoon, speed of advance 23 knots. (R.A.S., 
to SALMON 1309/21).

Aircraft confirms on landing enemy definitely 
battle-cruiser escorted by 6 destroyers.
(C. in C. , Rosyth, 12+36/21 j.

Re Aircraft 6 aircraft identity unknown, my position 58:2+9 IT. 
00:20 W. (Aircraft attached to RODNEY 12+50/21). 
These were friendly (Scapa, 152+0/21).
Re fighter protection being sent. (C. in C., 
Rosyth, 12+58/21 to F. 0. C. 3. C. S. ).
My 12+08 (? 12+58) Blenheims unable to take off 
owing to weather. (C. in C., Rosyth 1656/ 21).
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HOME COMMANDS

Onerations.

Hone Fleet (to intercept SCHARNHORST)

EnemyT s 
position

I,in vements 
of own forces

Position course and speed of 1 battleship and 
7 destroyers is 60:05 IT., 03:59 E. , 180°, 20 
knots. (Aircraft 202+ Sqdn., 11+50/21).
Submarines on Patrol aavised (C. in C., Rosyth 
1530/21).
D.F. at 11+23/21. Position of unknown enemy unit, 
60:05 IT., 5:0 E. , reliable fix, probably not 
capital ship. (D.D. I.C. 1510/21).

Further movements of own forces referred to in 
my 1106 are as follows at 1230.
MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM, YORK and 
GALLAIT were in 57:59 IT. , 01 :08W. , steering 
090° at 30 knots. (V. A. S. to submarines on 
Patrol 1519/21). Own battlecruisers and 
destroyers left Scapa 11.30 steering eastward 
(V.A.S. to submarines on Patrol 1533/21).

Enemy altered 
course

Aircraft reports indicate enemy apparently 
altered course to 260° at 1510 and back to 182+° 
at 15U0 (C. in C., Rosyth 1610/21).
No enemy sighted between bearings 160° and 211 
up to a distance of 100 miles. My position 
59:30 I\. , 0l+:00 E. , average visibility 2+0 
miles. (Aircraft 221+ Sqdn. , 1615/21).
Position course and speed of enemy battle fleet 
60:15 N. , 02+: 20 E. 190° 22 knots. (C. in C. , 
Rosyth to submarines on Patrol 1625/21) 
(Aircraft 222+ Sqdn. 1625/21).

Enemy’s position Position course and speed of 1 B-S. and
7 destroyers 59:2+6 N. , 0I+:18 E. , 12+0° 20 knots. 
(C. in C., Rosyth to submarines, 1630/21) 
(Aircraft
My 1625. Position of enemy is 59:50 IT. , 1+: 10 E. 
(C. in C. , Rosyth, to submarines 162+3/21) 
(Aircraft 222+ Scidn. 162+3/21, Donibristle 
162+3/ 21).
My 12+50 and 1625 (?) amended by my 162+3. 
position given in my 12+50 considered more 
reliable. (C. in C., Rosyth 1654/21 to submarines 
and all ships).

Aircraft
attack

Following received for 18 Group for 2/ O/269.
Position, course and speed of enemy battle 
fleet 59:26 IT., i+:0C E. , 180°, 20. Have 
attacked. (C. in C. , Rosyth, 1655/ 2 1, 
Aircraft 269 Sqdn. 1655/21).
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F. O.C.B. C.S.
position

Enemy Aircraft 
shadowing

Air Protection

Enemy*s 
Position

18 C.S.

Cruiser sighted

2 Cruisers 
5 Destroyers 
sighted

Aircraft
Attack

21.6.1+0.
Friday

HOLiE COMMANDS

Operations

Hone Fleet (to intercept SCHARITHORST)

NEWCASTLE shadowed by one enemy aircraft 53:1+7 IT. 
02:58 E. (NEWCASTLE 1727/21).

Aircraft reports F.O.C.B.C.S. in position 
58:16 N. , 00:1+0 E. at 1700 steering 110° 27 knots 
altering course to 090° at 1800. (C. in C. Rosyth
171+6/21 )•

Am being shadowed by 1 enemy aircraft my position 
58:01 N. , 3:55 E. (MANCHESTER, 1817/21).

Request you will send every possible long range 
firhter to nrotect cruisers and battle cruisers. 
(C. in C. , H.F. 181+1+/21 to C. in C. , Rosyth).

1 vessel unknown bearing 200 3 VK bearing 01+5 
in position. (Aircraft from MANCHESTER, 1850/21).

1 battleship and 7 destroyers in 59:25 N., 
5:15 E- (Aircraft 201+ Sqdn. , 1850/21).

My position, course and speed are at 1900,
58:02 N-, 0l+:3l+E., 28 knots. (C.S.18, 1908/21).

1 cruiser bearing 210° distance 8 miles course 
180° in position 065 West LK 60 (Aircraft from 
IlANCHESTER, 1910/21) .

Course and speed of 2 cruisers and 5 destroyers is 
090°, 20 knots (?). Enemy aircraft of type 
indicated 12. (Aircraft 201+ Sqdn., 1915/21)
(C. in C., Rosyth to submarines, 1915/21).

Form Blue, attack on SCHARITHORST and 7 destroyers 
in position 59:50 N. , l+:00 E. , started from 
5,000 ft. down to about 2,000 ft. 2 500 S.A.P. 
bombs fisrx&iiBli from each A/C. Dropped in sea 
about 15 yards to port side of SCTIARNKORST.
Very heavy A/A and pom-pom fire, and 6 1.1.E.
109*8 (Donibristle 191+8/21). Position of enemy 
is 59:29 IT., 03:36 E. (Donibristle 1950/21)

"F" 221+ in formation with D/221+ and A and Q/233 S/Cj 
from Leuchars at 121+7 to intercept and attack 
B/S SCHARITHORST and six dr. Owing to formation 
leader not making contact with enemy forces,

A/C---
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A/c Attack 
(Contd.)

Further
Attack

4 C 7
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Home Fleet (to intercept SCHARNHORST)

A/c "F" broke formation when course for home 
was set. Bat leship was immediately found in 
position 5010 CO 190, speed 22 knots.
Avoiding action taken at first owing to 
presence of 4 M.E. 109’s. Bombing attack made 
at 1600 hours at 11,000 feet with 3-250 sap 
bombs. Owing to cloud patches beneath aircraft 
and A/A barrage results were not observed, 
and after attempting to ascertain damage, 
which was im£>ossible owing to enemy air 
action, A/C "F" S/C for Sumburgh at 1620 and. 
landed at 1745* (Donibristle, 1815/21).

A. C.O.S. 1300/21. Six aircraft attacked one 
SCHARNHORST at 1510 in position 007 deg.
59° IT*, 4° E. , 45 miles, N0 hits obtained on 
SCHARI'THORST, but possibly one hit on a 
destroyer. Two aircraft shot down, remainder 
returned Hatston. Enemy screened by 7 destroyers 
one 2 miles ahead, one 2 miles astern, one 
5 miles to westward, one at 1,000 yards on 
bearings red and green 030 and 150. Destroyer 
challenged with rocket. All ships opened weak 
barrage at about 3 >000 yards. Short range fire 
effective and long range fire during withdrawal 
accurate. Avoiding action taken by turn away 
together under full helm. One Swordfish sighted 
4 single engine fighters, probably M.E. , 109> 
at 13,000 feet after attack. One enemy a/c 
also seen on close A/S patrol. (Hatston,
2016/21).

One bomb hit near No. 1 turret, flames seen by 
pilot later. One bomb hit port side forward by 
No. 1 gun turret resulting in flames and smoke 
which persisted until ship was out of sight. 
(Donibristle 2035/21). Another observer 
says one bomb dropped alongside and one hit/ 
stern of ship, throwing up much debris. 
(Donibristle 2005/21).

A/cs (Wick)sighted SCHARNHORST and 7 destroyers 
with a fighter escort of 5 M.E. 109’s in 
position 59:50 IT., 4:00 E. , at 1620. Attack 
delivered at 1625 by shallow dive bombing from 
port quarter to starboard bow on the B.C. in 
eschalon to port. Dropping 2 500 lb. S.A. P. 
bombs per a/c bombs from a/c D landed in the 
sea about 15 yards to the port side amidships.
A/c D.42 turned away to starboard, and was then 
attacked by 3 fighters, re. ulting in one 
M.E. 109 being brought down in flames by the 
rear gunner. The engine of another was damaged 
by the pilot. The damaged a/c turned away to 
port and a/c D.42 set course for base

independently....
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A/c attacks 
(contd. r

C.S. 18*s
plans

Destruction
Important

Situation

Operations

fame Fleet (to intercept SCHARITHORST)

independently. A/c A and C/l+2 were not seen 
after they attempted to close formation when 
attacked by fighters. A/c D returned v/ith 
starboard aileron control shot dway. A/A fire 
very heavy, and of all descriptions, including 

pom-poms. (Donibristle, 191+0/21).

Cancel message 191+0/21 (attack on SCKARiTHORST) 
(C.D.B., to Adty. 211+6/21).

Report of Blenheims from Sullom Voe, shadowing 
enemy force, and in action v/ith DO. 18 at 
11+00. One M.E. 109 shot down in flames crashed 
in sea at 161+0, action finished 161+3 hours. 
Sighted 5 Swordfish, LKDN 321+0. Swordfish 
attacking SCHARITHORST, one believed crashed in 
sea on fire, 1510-1520 hours. (Donibristle, 
2009/21).

My position course and speed are 58.1+3 IT.,
01+.22 E. , 173 deg., 22 knots. Report that enemy 
has entered Haugesund appears correct. In 
view of probability of heavy air attack intend 
if nothing is sighted to return to base, passing 
through 58:00 H.., Ol+:36 E. , at 2359* speed 22 
knots, steering 270 deg. F. O.C.B. C.S. is 
requested to keep his force about 15 miles to 
v/estward of me. NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX return to 
Scapa at 2359- (C.S. 18, 2100/21).

The destruction of SCHARITHORST at present time 
is of such great importance that it is 
justifiable to taice more than ordinary risks 
with any of your forces to achieve it.
(1st S.L. 2105/21. to C.S.18).

Your 2105. Am being shadowed continuously by 
several aircraft. Visibility is extreme and there 
will be no dark period. Surprise is therefore 
impossible and I consider air or submarine 
attack offer the only chance of achieving 
object. It seems very improbable German 
battleship SCHARITHORST will emerge and afford 
target for submarines whilst we remain outside. 
Intend proceeding in accordance with my 2100 
request maximum possible air attack against 1 
German battleship SCHARITHORST. (F.O.C. 18 C.S. 
2203/21).



4 0 9

War Diary 21.6.40.
Friday

HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Hprae Fleet (to intercept S CHARI THORS T)

Enemy Position Aircraft report 2 cruisers, 5 destroyers 
59:29 IT. , 3:36 E. course 90°, 20 miles at 
at 1915 (C. in C. Rosyth to submarines and 
all ships 2016/ 21).

Enemy A/c 
shadowing

1 A/c shadowing in position 58:39 IT., 4:26 E. 
(C.S.18 2030/21). 2 a/c shadowing 58:58 IT. , 
3.14 E. (NEWCASTLE 2045/21)

C. S. 18
position

My position course and speed at 2100, 59:01 IT. , 
3-23 E. , 045°, 30 knots. SUSSEX in company. 
(C.S. 18 2107/21).

Enemy Air 
Attack

Enemy bombing, position 58:13 IT., 4:28 E. 
(C.S.18 2210/21).

Enemy ’ s 
Position

Pilot of F/204 who reported battle cruiser in 
59:25 1'., 5:15 E. at 1856 now reports her at 
(59:25 IT., 4:16 E.) steering to southward.
Same pilot reported 2 cruisers and 5 destroyers 
about 20 miles to westward of battle cruiser 
at 1915 and considers they were enemy and 
probably K0L1T class.

Battle-cruiser
hit.

Beauforts claim 2 hits with 500 lb bombs on 
battle cruiser. (0. in C., Rosyth, 2200/21).

Final report 
of enemy

Final report from F/204* One B.C. and 7 
destroyers 59:25 IT., 4:15 E. course 190°, 
20 knots at 1842, 2 cruisers 5 destroyers 
59:29 IT., 3:36 E. , course 010°, 20 knots 
at 1930. (C. in C., Rosyth 2250/21).

TRIBUNE) 
TRUANT )

To proceed with despatch to vicinity of 59:12 IT., 
4:55 E. and 59:25 IT., 4:25 E. respectively 
(R.A.S. , 2301/21).
My 2301. Proceed along meridian 04° E. Bombing 
restriction arranged. 20 miles either side of 
this line between 59° IT* and 630 I'T. (R.A.S. 
2356/21).
1 Hudson leaving Thornaby shortly to make 
reconnaissance from Kristiansand to Lister, 
keeping 10 miles off coast. (C. in C., Rosyth, 
2315/21).



4 1 0

HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Horae Fleet (to intercept SCHA ITHORST)

Cruisers to Ships are to spread in sequence from left to 
Sweep right 5 miles apart - YORK, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM

MANCHESTER, involved on course 3^0° speed 
22 knots. Intend to alter course to 270° 
at 0330 and to 180° at 0500. My reference to 
position at 2300 is 58:12 IT., 0U:U2 E. (C.S.13, 
2355/21).

Situation My appreciation of the situation based on the 
same information as you have but without 
knowing what water you have covered is that 
enemy battle cruiser has passed between your 
forces and the coast. (C. in C., H.F. to 
C. S.18, 2325/21).
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■State of Dutch
1940.

Delfzyl. Open for coasters.

Den Helder. Open. Already used hy M.T.Bs. Limited to fairly 
small ships.

Texel Zeegat. Excellent anchorage for big ships.

Ymuiden-
Amsterdam.

Canal to Amsterdam closed.
Ymuiden outer part of harbour available to big ships.

riook-
Rotterdam.

Open, damaged, but certainly usable. About 20 
Dutch ships probably available.

Antv/er j . Intact. Very few ships. Navigation of river very 
difficult under present conditions.

Flushing. Heavily damaged and of doubtful value.

Terneuzen- 
Ghent Canal.

Presumed damaged, but probably usable.

Zeebrugge. Canal blocked. Some cranes on mole destroyed, but 
ships can go alongside Mole.

Ostende. Open.

Dunkirk. Blocked.

Calais. Usable except possibly for inner basins.

Boulogne. Inner basins probably blocked, but outer basins 
(channel steamer berths) usable.
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Polish.

CALCUTTA

Channel
Ports

Operations- Prance

BoHLowing from SABRE, Captain of Port,
St. 1-alo, Report as follows, "no Polish 
troops in tovm and no news of their approach 
German advance guard has visited town and 
left again on finding it disarmed and 
garrison withdrawn. German occupation 
expected this evening or tomorrow hut no 
civilian wishes to he evacuated" Propose 
utlising schoofs to evacuate Jersey. T.0.0. 
1815/20 (C. in C., Portsmouth 0837/21)

liy 1752/20. Admiral Hallett is sailing in 
VANQUISHER at 1000 today for La Pallice to 
assist in carrying cut this duty.
(A.C.V/.A. 1014/21)

About 6000 Polish troops assembling Le 
Verdon. ' 0 ship ..arrived there yet. Request 
immediate action. (B.H.L.O. Bordeaux to 
A.C.W.A. 1205/21) franco-Polish Liaison 
officer reports 8,000 Polish troops now 
here, more arriving (BERKELEY, 1820/21)

Request you will- sail CALCUTTA as soon as 
ready to join C.S. 2. who is at pr sent at 
Arcachon hut will he moving to Bayonne. 
(A.C.W.A. 1314/21 to C. in C., Portsmouth)

Y/ithdravaL of final party of naval officers, 
ratings and ^rmy stragglers from 3. halo 
was made possible by a considerable effort 
by volunteers of 3t. Helier Yacht Club. 
Suggest wo-rthy of official notice. (C. in 
C., Portsmouth, 1331/21)

Air reconnaissance yesterday 20th showed 
Cherbourg, Havre, Boulogne, Calais, Dunkirk 
Eieuport, Ostend, Zeebrugge, flushing, 

Ymuiden clear of shipping. (D.D.I.C. 0746/ 
21)

By 2246/20. Party for embarkation now 
greatly increased . Sail a second destroya 
for Port Vendres. (D.O.D., (f) to _.0.C. .A.
0106/21) Refers to passage of H.I_. Am
bassador and party to North Africa.

Pass
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Operations-Jrc.no e

Pass to B.. .L.O. Bordeaux. Imperative that 
ships loading at Le Verdon should have 
fighter protection. Do your utmost to 
arrange this with French Authorities. (P.O. 
2. G.S. 0510/21 to Adnty. BS-,GLE)

Following fro . B.IT. L.O. Bordeaux timed 
2000/20. "Situation changed Amhassador re
maining Bordeaux hut may he forced to 
evacuate at very short notice. Requests 
GAnATPA he held off Arachan for present*

Communication with Admty. dislocated by 
enemy's jamming. Am remaining at 
^rcachon for the present. (C.3.2., 0655/21)

Can ARETHUSA or a destroyer join me. If 
she arrives in time intend Amhassador and 
party to return in her. I would then pro
ceed to Bayonne, where large proportion of 
those evacuated appear to he moving and 
direct wireless communication is most 
necessary. If not, intend BERKELEY bring 
ho. ,e .ambassador and und r present conditions 
I w'ould go to Le Verdon. This still leaves 
La Pallice out of touch unless VAIT^UIS.IER 
can do this in addition to duties in vour 
1014 (C.3. 2. to A.C.Y/.A. 1155/21)
Transports when loaded must leave at once. 
(Homeward route) (C.S. 2 1141/21)
Your 1155/21 ARETHTJSA not available 
(CinC.,1642/21).

Pus. my 1642, C-apt. ALbi: in FRaSER with beach
and communication parties sails shortly 
for 3t. Jean de Lus which will be used in 
preference to Bayonne for evacuation. He 
will be under your orders. Use VAH/UI3HER 
and BExELE as you require. (C. in C., 
1902/21)

Your 0430 and 0731. Belay in contacting 
Captain of the Port who is not helpful. 
Troops are in wood behind Le Verdon. Still 
no transports. Essential for quick em
barkation transports go alongside pier.
At present Capt. of -ort will not allow 
due to mines. He thinks LL trawlers have 
swept (100>) area but wishes second sweep. 
Offers small cargo vessel which should 
arrive at -rcachon 0700/22. Place no faith 
in this promise. Your 0941. Admiral of 
Karines Bordeaux has 2 suitable ships 
already tnere and can supply names to
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Operations-Prance

BEAGLE (BERKELEY to P.O.G. 2 C.3. 1515/21)

Up to 2,500 Prench air pilots whose 
evacuation is highly desirable should 
reach Bayonne by Sunday 23rd. L. Deloraine 
with up to 20 h.B.P. technicians is believec 
to be in Bordeaux or Bayonne and should be 
evacuated if loc. ted. (D.O.D* (il) 1541/21 
to B.IT.L.O. Bordeaux)

To sail at 2100 end escort ARAIIDORA STAR 
to Bayonne. On arrival cone under orders 
of C.3.2. (G. in C., W.A. 1904/21)

Has 0RM0ID3 or any other transport arrived 
(C.3.2. to BEIuCELEY, 2025/21)

12 magnetic lines are reported dropped 
between Le Verdon and Papillae* Arrange 
for sweepers to cover this on morning 
flood tide, each should embark a river 
oilot, (R.A., in BEAGLE, 2121/21 to 
BEHEEL3Y)

Your 2240/21 ( (sailing BEAGLE and BER1C3LEY 
for B yonne. ) Concur. (C. in C., .7.A* to 
P.O.C.S. 2. 0219/22)

ALDERPOOL with 4000 Polish troops, ex- 
pected arrival 0150/25 (C. in 2., 7.-v. to 
B. .I.G, Liverpool, 1325/21)

.ascertain if any Polish or Belgian troops 
require to be embarked in vicinity of 
La Pallice. If so get them embarked as 
soon as possible in any ships available 
and escort to Plyn uth in convoy \:ith any 
other Allied ships you can take with you, 
keeping well clear Prench coast. Despatch 
ii& imperative. (C.3. 2. to VAIT.UUIS”IER, 
2155/21)

7.000 Polish troops at Pointe Be Grave.
4.000 routed Bayonne. So far, unable to 
contact Bordeaux. (BE:JiELEY, 1900/21)
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hOi._C COn An 1)3

Onerations-France, Contd.

Sail ARA1ID0RA STAR for Bayonne at 2100/21. 
will be under orders of escort. On 
arrival orders will be signalled by 
British warship in vicinity of coast. (C. 
in C., W.A., 1358/21, to D.S.T.O., Plymouth)

Requests being received from French ships 
in the port for the supply of fuel and 
other stores. Instructions requested 
whether these are to be met without fur
ther reference. Water and victualling 
stores are being supplied on demand, (c. 
in C., W.A., 2223/21)

arrived St. Jean de Luz. (Bayonne 1030/21)

Left for U.R. with Polish troops (Bayonne, 
1600/22)

Gironde is closed by magnetic mines. Im
perative to release French and ITeutral 
shipping carrying troops and important 
stores.

LL Trawlers originally sent to Gironde 
cannot b found. Request immediate re
placement. (R.A. BEAGLE 2320/21 to C.S. 2.
Admty)

Party of 7 officers 121 ratings 
leaving Algiers June 22nd for Casablanca 
11 Swordfish and crew at Raison Blanford? 
aerdrome Algiers awaiting orders. Several 
hundred French aircraft here lately 
arrived from Francfe. and steady stream con
tinuing. (B.N.L.O. Algiers, 1957/21, to 
Admty)

Situation in Jersey. Although it is realised 
that Islands will not be held only about 
8000 wish to be evacuated. These have 
been embarked end no more will go unless 
compelled. S.T.O. has been taken to St.
Peter Port. In Guernsey about half pop
ulation are willing to go and are being 
evacuated, wishing boat bringing 25 French 
Laval Ratings 3 British women and 3 
children from Brittany to St. Helier was 
intercepted. Passengers with all con - 
venient despatch transferred to Schoote
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Ope rat ions--'ranee.

Channel Islands, 
Contd.

DESPATCH. An proceeding on patrol.
L.-.C. transport expected tine of arrival 
p. .. 22nd June (SADRE, 2046/21)

Swedish: Destroyers

Swedish Admiralty are definitely anxious 
about their four destroyers which together 
with PATRICIA are now understood to be at 
Faroes. They believe that Brit. Gov. fears 
German navy nay seize these ships en route 
to Sweden, but Swedish Admiralty assure . :e 
that German Admiralty this morning lias 
again given undertaking not to interfere 
with these ships. would be grateful of 
enlighten lent as to what I am to inform 
Swedish Admiralty. (IT.A., Stockholm, 1145/21

ing to extoa&iVe defects, Swedish des
troyers are considerably delayed in being 
ready for sea. Have fuelled them from des
troyer and had steaming party on each one, 
but earliest estimated time of departure was 
noon today, 21/6. Steaming on one boiler 
and in some cases on one engine. HAORI -and
l.ASII0r.A are re-embarking steaming party be
fore proceeding with desnatch to Scape in 
accordance with C.in C., H.F’s 0301/21.
(Capt. D 6, 0458/21)

Ily 0459 Part 11. PATRICIA has now com
pleted oiling from CASTOR, and wishes to 
proceed a.u. today* Intend allow ship pro
ceed at noon and afterwards proceeding Scapo 
with 2 Swedish destroyers, leaving other 2 
empty under guard until situation permits 
their being ( orrupt grouo) (Cant. D.6. 0̂ -59 
21)

Faroes departure 1500. Swedish j AT 
CASTOR for Scapa 1630, TARTAl escorting . - 
Swedish destroyers PUKE, REjUS, for Scapa 
(Capt., D.6. 1631/21)

-6 has broken down in position 61.15'i: 6.
6 *W and is now in tow of KI] 1ST ON CORKELIAIT. 
Deques t_ tugs. TARTAR givin I./S protection 
and 11EI.IUS in company. (Capt. D.6., 2230/21)

K&eJ v.- '
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HOME COMMANDS

Air.

British air activity. (See also Operations - Home Fleet.)

Battery at 
G.Blanc ITez 
attacked.

Stavanger.

Attack by 4 Skuas and 5 Rocs on new gun emplacement 
at Gape Blanc Nez. 50o54*40" N., 1°44,0" E.
4 direct hits on target and several near misses. 
(Chatham A/C H.Q.1656/21)

No shipping observed in Stavanger other than very 
small craft. (Donibristle, 1055/21)

SS. KERCURIUS Dutch, painted naval grey. Did not stop when fired 
at. Bombed. Near miss.1031/21.52°58' N., 3°8' E., 
60 miles y/.Helder) (I .C .0489/40)

M.V's
Attacked.

New
Carrier.

Patrol Boats 
and M.V.

6 M.V. reported in 53°00' N., 4°50' E., at 1145/21. 
9 A/P 206 Sqdn. and 8 A/P 826 Sqdn., reported by 
Q/206, who attacked and estimates one hit. (Chatham 
A.C.H.t}. 1254/21) 1523/21) 4 M.V. in 59°00' N.,
5°05' E., attacked with guns, bombs, miss 10 yards 
astern. (Donibristle, 1005/21)

ILLUSTRIOUS, with IMOGEN, GRIFFIN and ST. LAURENT, 
left Devonport p.m. 21st for Bermuda. (V.C.N.S.)

2 M.V.’s and 2 patrol boats in LKND 0005, between 
Karmo and Stavanger. Bombed one of the M.V., 
missed 10 yards astern. (Donibristle, 1310/21)

Raid on 
,/illemsoord

3 ships attacked and sunk or severely damaged 1520
____________ by direct hits believed to be GELDERLAND (Gunnery
Oost/Vlieland Training Ship) HERTOG HENDRIK and a gunboat

(I .C.0489/40) But Joint Intelligence Subcommittee 
Report No.47 says the second ship was SOERABAJA 
(Coast Defence Ship). 6 barges, 1 tug attacked 
1555. 3 hits on barges (I.C.0489/40)
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HOME COMMANDS

Mines in
Bristol
Channel

Portland

East Coast 
Barrier.

Karm Sund 
Mined.

Gironde
mined.

Small craft 
being taken 
u p .

Danish 
Vessels, 
Sound. 
Hamburg.

Increase in 
J/T traffic

3 M/S
1 M/V

36 M.V's
2 E boats

3 Cruisers 
6 M.V's.

Mining

My 1918/20. Casualty Report. Request Q.2.* 
message to cover dangerous area due to mines 
enclosed by circle of radius 2 miles with centre 
51°22' N., 3°35' W. (F.O.I.C. Cardiff 1222/21)

North Pole mine exploded at 0910/21 by L.L.trawler 
130° 7 cables from Breakwater Fort. (F.O.I.C. 
Portland 1745/21)

TEVIO^BANK,t PLOVER, ICARUS, INTREPID, IS* and 
EXPRESS left the Humber at 1800/21 to continue 
minelaying in the East Coast Mine Barrier (V.C.N.S.)

British mines have been laid in Karm Sund (chart 
881) between latitude 59°22'48" N., and latitude 
59°22*21" N., (1st S.L., 2122/21, to ships in area /

The Gironde has been heavily mined by A/C's between 
Le Verdon and Pauillac (I.C.0489/40) See Operations, 
France.

Enemy Intelligence

German authorities in Norway are enquiring and 
purchasing small craft of all descriptions.
Graded A.2, (B.0.Goteborg 1600/21).

Following from dependable Royal Personage Denmark A.!

(a) No vessels of Danish Navy requisitioned by 
Germans. Small number of vessels kept for training 
Danish Navy remainder paid off.

(b) Regarding The Sound, several steamers have been 
sunk since April.

(c) Great Belt three Ferrys mined only one of which
sank. Our mines exploded too late damaging after 
part only. Troop gfc^rys nownreceded by pilot 
ferry (d) believed bL & bV: and badly damaged by
British Air Raids also borne out by arrival damaged 
German vessel from this works for repair Danish 
Yard. (N.A. Stockholm, 1508/21.)

Marked increase since noon 20/6 in the frequency 
associated with traffic. Wilhelmshaven and 
Norwegian Coast. (D.C. 0435/21)

2120/21 68°23' N., 16°25' E. (Vest Fio*0 Course
250 (A/C report) (I.C.0489/40)

In Bergen harbour and 1 M.V. 15 miles S. of Bergen 
(Donibristle 1815/21)

Were at anchor in Kiel Bay night 20/21 (D.C.N.S.293) 
53°0' N., 4°50* E., (A/C 1145/21)
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Spanish 
Trawlers 
off Ireland.

0500 B.S.T. 

North Sea

Channel and 
//.Approaches

Horns Reef.

Dutch Coast.

Coast of 
S.W. Norway.

i J 9

Friday

HOME COMMANDS (Ctd.)

Shinning

Though the shipping in the Downs has decreased, 
there are large numbers of ships passing in convoy 
almost every day through the restricted channels 
of the Thames Estuary. These must form a 
tempting and a comparatively easy target for 
hostile bombers based in Holland and Belgium.

It is desired to emphasise the need for fighter 
aircraft to be in instant readiness to take off 
and go to the assistance of these valuable ships 
should they be attacked, for it is clearly possible 
that without rapid and adequate air support our 
losses in such a raid might be very serious.
(C. in C. Nore 2202/19 to Adty.)

Miscellaneous

Trawlers ILFRACOMBE and SCARBOROUGH report 12 pairs 
of Spanish trawlers, mostly motor trawlers, are off 
Ireland between 52° and 53° N., llo30' W. These 
trawlers were fishing near convoy route.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1135/21) N.A. Madrid, 
asked to report (D.N.I. 1744/21)

WEATHER

Wind Visibility Outlook

N.fresh south of 58° N., Good or Wind backing 
W, moderate N. of 58° N. moderate Weather

deteriorating.

N. or N.E. moderate Good or 
moderate

N. moderate Good.

N.N.E. moderate or fresh. Good or
moderate.

Similar.

Similar

Similar

N. or N.W. fresh or 
moderate.

Good or Wind Backing, 
moderate. Weather

deteriorating.
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CORRIENTES.

LUFF.YORTIl

TIRRANNA

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS

Home Commands

My 1830/10/5 (damaged by explosion;. Ship now 
fit for sea. (Las Palmas, 1915/21;

British (279 tons) rendered useless and abandoned 
at Brest 21/6.

Norwegian due Mombassa 16/6 overdue (80 (1) 
Colombo 1719Z/21)
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Uorth Atlantic

P<n/t

or for Eastern 
sailed via 
for onward 
Vincent if

■°*- *^*0. 3ud 1402/21. List of ships sent 
or could he sent to fort Vendres. (1.0.C.K.
A. 1850/21 to Adrnty)

lour 1258/19. If emergency sailing from 
Gibraltar became necessary you should be 
guided by the following:-

British shins end others including 
neutrals under Allied control should be 
classified in the two categories, (a) Ocean 
;.o ing ships and (b) Short sea traders.
(2j Category (a) to be dealt with as follows) 
(ij Ships bound for the East 
mediterranean or Malta to be 
the Cape calling at Capetown 
routeing and Freetown or St. 
necessary for bunkers.
(iiJ ^ hips in ballast or with, coal cargoes 
for -Yestern ...editerranean oorts to be 
sailed^for Sydney; Cape Breton,for orders 
bunkering at -^zores if necessary.
(iii) Remander to be sailed to Milford Haven 
for orders.
(o) Category (b) Ships to be sailed to 
i-ilford Haven for Orders.
(4) All ships for U.K. to be sailed in con
voy with normal convoy escort if available.
If not endeavour will be made to meet con
voy as early as possible with escort from
U.K. Convoy should be routed far to the 
westward particularly in vicinity of 
Finisterre. xou shoul select and report 
position date and time of rendezvous in 
v/estern xipproaches 2nd convoy route.
(5) Further signal will be made regarding 
neutral ships not under allied control. 
(A.C.E.S. (T) 0057/21 to F.O.C.N.A. )

” -

-x.x . -or four 1910 and 1911/20. Your arguments and
ilorth .-frica appreciations, but it is impossible at the

moment to provide an expiditionary force 
for IJorth Africa owing to loss of so much 
equipment in France and our great present 
commitments. (W.O. 2050/21 to Governor.
Gib)

Repeating his views that E.F. urgently re
quired in Ilorth Africa. (Governor Gib. 1231/ 
2 1)

RAF Reinforcements 35 R.-a.F. officers and 700 airmen arrived 
at Gibraltar from Marseilles.
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ffOREIUIT STATIOITS

North Atlantic,_ Contd.

COl'TTS ROSSO Infomation in Admty. 1553/17 has beon 
received by all ships concerned on forth 
Atlantic Station including KEP..-EL and 
TBLfcOX (f.O.C.k.A. 1150/21)

Evacuation B.h.L.O. Sud's 1402/21, Material and 
personnel accumulating rapidly request 
ships. Comply as far as you are able.(BID 
2254/21 to J.O.C.f.A.)

South Atlantic

i _u_iO J .  j.

french Shins

?o proceed Dakar and remain there until 
further ord rs (C. in C., S.**. 1617/21)

3.0.-. Capetown 1250/18. Request informa
tion as to arrangements for fuel and pro
visions for french ships. 7ILLS D3 TAMATIVE 
and LI1T0IS, each with 1, C CO native troops 
on board, at present at Union ports and 
without credits. Destination Dakar, but 
this may be chan ed. (f.O.I.C., Sir.crstc- , 
1621/2 1 )

--ttitude of 
french

Dakar will be held. Any necessary rrange- 
nents can be made here by those who under
stand the position. i costs of whole
a n y  one million sterling for onth. Dakar 
garrison one quarter that sum. figure in
cludes .-.ir force but not Davy. C. in 
requests you will order British Officers on 
coast not to receive french deserters or* r.;r 
account. (3.L.O. Dakar, 1300/21 to W.D.)
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TORRIGIT STATIOIIS

Aediterra: san- General

Trench here appear to he out of touch.-with 
llorth Africa and do not know attitude of 
Koglies. Indication of the determination of 
Array (in Middle Hast) to continue struggle 
would he appreciated (ilo 8 (Jones) 
llilitary mission 1900/21) to(G. in G. M.M)

Rvacuat ion of Troops

Czech Troops D.S.T.O. Marseilles left 18/6 on receipt
of order all British - .V's were to leave 
Trench ports.
Presume there was no British authority in 
•Marseilles to receive and act on your 2011/ 
19 (evacuation of Czech Troops) and your 
0144/21 (embarkation of important personages 
(-■ .O.G.i..--. 1614,■ 21 to ty)

Trench Tar 
Material

Avery endeavour to he ;ade to evacuate 
Trench war material in 3.,/. Trance. Reply 
urgently if shipping required (Dimilint 
2246/21 to I,..,. Pari3)

...A.T. ask R.8.T.O. Marseilles if there is any news
Personnel etc. of personnel, . ,T. of . .. guns of R.A.T.

Torce which were at Vallon 20 miles 1.'. of 
Marseilles. (D.O.T(T) 2251/21 to T.O.C. ,.̂ . )

Tyacuation of 
Civil jams

Refugees

Considerable number of ships carrying- 
evacuated personel both service and civilian 
arriving here fro:., south of Trance. They 
cannot be retained here in present 
political situation. I intend sending such 
shies as have sufficient fuel, water and 
victu Jo on board direct to TJ.II. either 
independently or as extra convoy. 1-ay be 
necessary to use h.k.3. P.rTROCLUS for 
service personnel due to lack of suitable 
shipping. (l.O.C.-.A. 1250/21)

approximately 2200 troops and R.A.T. and 
over 500 civilians including women and 
children have arrived at Gibraltar or are 
expected tomorrow from Marseilles. They are 
all in small cargo vessels with deck 
accomodation only. /essels are overcrowded 
with no hot meals or washing facilities. I
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- -editcrranean- Refugees

I have enbarked 500 ,.A.J. in II.; .3. -
PATROCLUS for pass:, ye to Liverpool. Request 
one or no e transports may he sent forth-

<4 . . . . . .  ,

hollowing fron foreign Office "There are 
about one thousand British refugees at 
h-arseilles and in the Riviera. Are there 
any British ships in Marseilles in which 
foreign Office could arrange to have then 

their own risk. Jo you know 
xf the II.G.3.0. is still 1 t I-arseilles‘.
( . .1. 2316/21 to C. in G. , lied.)

Your 2220/20 (civilians stranded at Cannes) 
In view of your 0144/21, have now no shin 
to send to Cannes. (f.O.I.C., Gibraltar," 
0610/21) to A duty)

Situation quiet. Several ships now arriv
ing with Marseilles Base sub area, haddock 
force 3.A.Y. and other troops and civilians 
evacuated fro.. ~iarseilles. All apparently 
arrived safely detailed report follows 
when known. (Governor, Gibraltar, 2045/21)

xl-LOHAKSS is being sailed to Liverpool 
with 28 evacuated families and Govern ent 
stores. (Y.O.C.l'.A., 1032/21)

hcco:. lend nil families in Middle
Bast be evacuated at first opportunity as 
convoys allow via Red Sea to South Africa 
lor onward to U .11.) Total involved ij - 
eluding Mavy and h.A.f. approximately 2000 
wo: ien 4000 children. Request i: mediate 
au.t -ority to make arrange.rents in con
junction with C. in 0., Bast Indies re
garding convoys. .‘/ill you take up uestion 
of South Africa. Pass to --dniralty and 
..... (o • in g ., j..• jj• 1 • o 0/21 to .< • 0 » j



Y/ar Diary

Subi.ia.rine a

Dioatin • Dock

'L^ir r- ft-fcwp

Bombardment

ALE 32 ID] iZA

Italian 
Defensive 
a .efielns

/ 2 5

21.6.1940.

p o r e i g d  3tati t i;s

mediterranean-'-noorati- ns

Submarines nave had to he moved from * 
halt a on account of air raids. Propose 
to operate same from Haifa, so 2.3 to 
avoid having to have at Alexandria 1st 
S.h. as well as t :ose co .ing fror.i China, 
i.o facilities at hr ifa. Second depot 
ship urgently required. Could LUCIA he 
spared fro:. Aden? (C. in C., Med. 2215/
2l)

h r

4 raids midnight to 0000. 34 casualties
reported. Widespread ho:- ling. ho 
material damage. Dio2.ting doc1: collapsed 
possibly due to near miss between it and 
armament de ot in Saturdays raids. (7.m. 
-vita 2123/21)

Situation report. 'ire air raids since 
midnight. -Bonos fell Marfa and Gozo re- 
. r.inder in seen ho military damage or 
casualties, floating dock lias sunk mid 
is out of ction. (Governor, — ..It;1229/ 
21)
$ 1 r*7< A f - J ) .  $  2&C. c  'D .N .C '.

At dawn 21/6 Blenheims bombed warships t- 
Tobruk, in cooperation with naval bom
bardment (? of Eardia) Heavy smoke from 
one large ship resulted, naval spotter 
aircraft gave fighter protection during 
the naval bombardment bir day. (Air . In. 
U.S. 359)

Greek (4355 tons) Attacked by Italian 
aircraft but not hit.

; ining_

Summary of reports of Italian defensive 
minefields. Reports are of varying relia
bility. hone confirmed excewt •ara :r hi 6.
1. Dines laid off Dur 
Otranto channel iladda! 
Donopoli 2ara Maples ; 
Tripoli (Africa)
2. Dines laid between
3. Dir.es laid between 
Eeros. In bays round 
Part 2 follows (C. in 
Ded. hleet)

izzo Taranto Epeszia 
Lena- Bari Barletta 
Brindisi Benghazi

Elba and Sardinia. 
Kos Kalimno no 
Dilo.
C., Ded. 1354/17 toto
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I Teal terranean-Shiv m  -

dour 0:110/21 drench ore cut ships with 
drench escort nay s il Tor Beirut* as re
quested by Admiral doirut. riti 3. 
LE3TTIAT should join convoy. This is con
sidered hi;-lily desirable as a natter of 
policy to : leet drench -ashes. C. in 0.,
1 Ted . Coneurs (3 ... . 1T• 0. Sues Canal .-rea“l C 1 4? /o 1 -L 2 • j/ to 1T.C.I.C. Haifa)

Erench Danube Transfer to British flag of 45 Ercnch
Liyaters transferred Danube 1ighters and tugs and traveler
to --r_it_i_s]\ ■/la/. 0£ all in Istanbul complete todav,

(dlolpon 1333/21) •

East Indies

RN

Air Onerations

drench naval Auxiliary tanker bound for 
Abadan is heir." routed to nonbay (id.C.I.C. 
Aden, 0742/21)

hlttA.*.  C  Ckr

r-~ri..a aero drone bombed; no results
observed. A 3 -octroi, nothin- sec:; (.Ah. . 
-den 1752/21)

R.AAP. A.3. Operational Summary ITo 10 
Second enemy submarine reported one : ile 
off Dharba with another ship or submarine
bombed by 211 Suuadron aircraft -.n. 26
June (?) without result. ITo further re
ports received regarding it. 115 nd 216 
Squadrons bombed El Aden and El Gubbi 
aerdromes destroying by fire si:-: E.^. on 
ground at El Ada . Others propably dam
aged. following shipping reported in To
bruk 3 cruisers 5 destroyers 2 submarines 
3 large ti orts 29 lar -e .. . der
gta,r K6I 0 rou: d. J k
a ~ several times nig19/20._ ITo casualties one hut demolished. 
Reco. Bardia reported one flotilla leader 
in harbour. Air photos show boon defences 
entrance Tobruk harbour. (H. . RA.A.B. I .E. 2032/20)

. .adaqascar following passed to Admiralty for in
formation addressed Antananarivo. our 
1704/19 C. in 6., East Indies wished you 
to thank Governor General for the in
formation that Seaplane bases are ready 
and flying boats are available he mill 
gladly make use of these facilities.
Assure him that British ITavy will dc cvery- 
t .ing possible to protect Hadagascar should
it be threathened. (3.C.I.Colombo, 1039Z/
2i )
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f GREIGI. STATIONS

East Indies, Gontd.

Bor S of 3. for _or. Aff. LIy Tel.20/6 
All classes of population of Hadagascar 
earnestly bee Great Britain to t -Ice 
ii.ii.iediate steps to forstall any enemy 
occupation or control of Island in the 
event of french Govern, ent he in;; forced 
to cease hostilities, Kadagascar is 
determined to carry on the stru; le at 
all costs hut iii ediate action on the 
part of Great ritain indispensable in 
order to oppose Bait Accompli to any 
enemy action. In view of Strategic Geo
graphical importance of Madagascar the 
foregoing has ny personal full approval 
and support. (^.C. Tananarive 2120/21)

China

South
Visit

Chine re Visit to South China(your 15062/17 
and my 1942/17) If you prefer not to 
go, it is for your consideration to pro
pose to R.a ., llalaya that he should 
accompany .O.C., l.alaya, should the 
latter decide to undertake the visit. 
(U.O.D. (B), to G. in G., China, 1335/21)

C. in C.
S i m ’m o r e

In view of present rather dangerous sit
uation in Bar East unless it is considered 
inadvisable I intend to Proceed to 
Singapore in KAITIIBLa  leaving Hong Kong 
25/6 or 26/6 or at once if situation de- 
:eriorates.
I may call in at Kamranli en route to dis
cuss matter with french Admiral. DAUNTLESS 
is remaining t Saigon till situation is 
clearer as her presence will have a steady
ing effect.
KABIilBLA reduce seagoing Squadron based 
Hong Hong to 2 ^.H.C’d'and these would be 
sent South immediately if and when 
situation alters for worse. I have 
abandoned patrol off coast of Japan pro 
ten. I have every indication Brench 
Admiral will remain ny ally whatever 
ha-omens in Europe. (C. in C., China, 1155s/ 
21)

Brench 
Shi ing

Admiralty : essage E.S. In view of Consul 
General 3; igon*s 0105 21st June to foreign 
Office Governor of Kong Kong is suggest-'" 
ing to foreign Office that french merchant 
ships should now be allowed to resume 
normal trade in Bar East. I 
(C. in C. China, 04252/21)

agree.

Mi
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America <1 West Indies

Visit to Rlc As U.3. cruiser w arrived
-.onte Video I intend to leave Plate
area and visit Kio de Janeiro 27/6 so 
as to discuss local situation with Mr - 
bassador. (R.AS.A.D., 16013/21)

vbeen conveyed to O.C., - ch cruiser 
" EMILE BERTHS* He assures me ship will 
remain in Halifax at least two days to 
await decision of Canadian and F Erich 
Govts. Also states he interpreted signal 
directing French training cruiser

1559/20, reed. 0132/21)

My 1559/20. . rench Cruiser B U L B
hi..:TIM has received further instructions 
to sail for Martinique, he intends 
leaving Halifax 1200 today Friday.
(C. 0 ....C., Halifax, 1112/21)

My 1112/21. Sailing has been postponed 
until 1300 to-day Friday. (C. b.A.C,
Hal if a::, 1253/21')

v/ar in full co-operation with British 
Forces. Suggest French Cruiser EMILE 

u^MjSRTIM he allowed to proceed to 
Martinique 1 ithout hindrance.
X ? 1055/21 intended. (C. in C. , A & WMI. 
1402/21 to C.B.S. Ottawa)

EMILE BERTIE Telephone message of Prime -inister has

JB^.hx I) M AC 
E3AR1; '

JEAIh IB C 5 AC and French aircraft carrier

X
French
Attitude

Your 1056/21 Admiral Martinique has 
assured me of his intention to continue
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NESTOR/'

HAVELLAND

Placed in Eriksberg shipyard floating dock 19/6 
(Consul, Goteborg, 120/21)

Loading scrap machinery. No other indication of 
intention to depart. (801 Kingston 1628/21)

CORRIEfVTES .
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ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

21.6.40
Friday

430

FRISCO

ANTONIO 
LIMONCELLI 

AEQUITAS, 
MONBALDO.

FORTUNATA

Tanker, arrived Ceara 20/6 fully loaded from 
Curacoa. Sailed 20/6 (S.0.(1) Freetovm 0730/21)

At Maranhao

At Ceara 
At Para.

N.C.S.O., Rio de Janeiro,
1605/211

Admty. 1634/20, asking whether FORTUNATA Brought 
into Santa Cruz by tugs. No. (Teneriffe, 1022/21)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Ships Attacked.

CORINTHIAN British, 3122 tons, chased by submarine 51°47' N., 
Chased. 6°24' W., 0421/21, (30 miles west of Milford Haven)

(Lands End Radio 0312/21, C. in C.Nore 0258/21 
CORINTHIAN 0332/21.

PRUNELLA Royal Fleet Auxiliary. Torpedoed 0652, 49°44' N.,
Torpedoed. 8°52' W . , (about 120 miles W.S.W. of Land's End.)

cape «o w £.) a sloop has been ordered to contact the U-boat.
016 (Scapa Base Rec.0757/21, C. in C.W.A.0816/21)3 S.l

AL RAWDAH t-ish (3540 tons) in ballast from Alexandria to
Attacked. Liverpool (Convoy H.G.F.34) attacked by submarine

60 miles W. of Hartland Point (AL RAWDAH 1311/21)
M  51°5' N., 6°20' W., 1258/21 (I.C.0489/40) sighted

submarine 1258 51°5' N., 6°7' W., (Lands End Radio
intercept 1300/21)

RYAi^AVILTiE British (8627 tons) from Bordeaux to Texas
Slink torpedoed and sunk 39°30f N., ll034, W. (120 miles

N.W. of Cape Roca) at 1457/21 (Plymouth W/T TOR 
1602/21)

VILLE DE Belgian, 7463 tons, bound to Bordeaux. Lifeboats
NAMUR (Sunk from her found at 0955/21 in a position 100 miles VV.
19/6) of Rochefort. (V.C.N.S.) (A/C 209 Sqdn. 1625/20)

ARAGAZ French, 5009 tons, from Constantina to La Pallice,
gunned gunned by submarine in the middle of the Bay of

Biscay at 2300/21. (V.C.N.S.) 45° 53' N., 4°7' W .,
(204° Belle I. 95 miles) B.I. (I.C.0489/40)

LUXEMBURG Belgian (5809 tons) from Buenos Aires to Antwerp 
^  Sunk. torpedoed and sunk at 1711/21 about 60 miles -V. of

Belle Isle. (V.C.N.S.) 47°25' N., 4°55' W., at 
1811/21 (I.C.0489/40)

Received 1630 G.M.T. DE EVXR Position 47.23N long 
4.50W now Q.T.A. S.O.S. was H A L T  mile before us 
and we saw smoke and one explosive in number 2 crew 
is in tow boats which are going to another Belgian 

. ship. Message may refer to Belgian steamer 
LUXEMBOURG. Ends. 1633 G.M.T.Landsend Radio. 
(Plymouth A.C.H.Q. 1742/21)

ELI KNUDSEN Norwegian tanker (9026 tons) was found abandoned 
50°36' N., 8°44' W. still floating (off Fastnet) 
p.m./21 (I.C.0490/40) Now sunk (D.C.N.S.24/6)

SAN FERNANDO British (13056 tons) torpedoed but still floating 
50°20' N., 10°23' W. (off Fastnet) 1912/21 
(I. C.0490/40)

Unknown ship Tor|iedoed GS2k L6°37TN U°-10'./ (60 miles SW Belle Isle. 
(AS'vVD 290)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Ships Attacked. (Ctd.)

WELLINGTON S.S. PIERRE L.D. arrived this evening with

WELLINGTON STAR torpedoed June 15 about 80 miles 
W. of Oporto. One whaler with 17 men lost to 
sight first night of which no news. (Bond Casablanca, 
2250/21)

TALIA GORTHAN Have picked up 3 officers and 8 men survivors of
Swedish ship T^LIA GORTHflN in position 048 degs.
50' North 007 degs. 31* West. No casualties.
2nd Boat with Captain and 9 said to be in the 
vicinity not located. Ship torpedoed 80 miles 
south-ward Scilly at 0303/20 by a light grey 
submarine white number on the port side thought by 
mate to be Italian. Crew state submarine signalled 
to second submarine. Expect to rejoin convoy OG 34 
at 2345 (LEITH, 2140/21)

destroyers ordered to attack. (C. in C.W.A., 0318/21)

(A.C.W.A. 0455/21)

By a/c, 57°50' N., 1°00' E., at 0450, steering 
010 deg. (C. in C., Rosyth, 1056/21) On further 
investigation, submarine thought to be SEVERS? . 
(C. in C., Rosyth, 1322/21)

My 0746, U-boat, correction position, 48°55' N. 
6°22' W. (C. in C.W.A., 1304/21).

fix. WREN, 'WOLVERINE, 'WHIRLWIND to attack.
(C. in C.W.A., 1354/21)

Your 0746 and 1304, have carried out search in this 
position without success. Intend to resume patrol 
between Ushant and Lizard Head. (WINCHELSEA, 
1545/21)

D.P., unreliable fix, probable U-boat, 50°5C' N., 
12°30' W. (C. in C.W.A., 1039/21)

STAR 52 seamen picked up (0700?) hours June 19 from

o

Submarines Reported*

0258 51°47' N., 06°24' W . , reliable fix. CAMPBELL and

0435

0330 My 0318, corrected position, 51°51' N., 06°19’ W., 
at 0330. (C. in C.W.A., 0344/21)

Bearing of U-boat at 0435, 354 deg. from Lands End.

Enemy submarine in 51°05' N., 06°20' W., reliable1340

1211 By D.F. reliable. 59°25' N., 4° E. (280° Kopervik 
39 miles) (I .C.0489/40)
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Friday

Submarines Reported. (Ctd.)

2232 60°20' N.,4°E (265° Bergen 41 miles) Indefinite
position (I.C. 0489/40)

0014 By D/F 55°3C' N.,llo20, W. Unreliable fix
(D.D.I.C.0121/21)

0914 By D/F 58°45’ N., 5°20’ E. Reliable (D.D.I.C.1002/21)

0856 By A/C 63°5' N., 6°50°E. (A/C 0856/21)

1500 By French ship 39°30’ N., 11025' W. (Scapa W/T 150Q&L

1811 47°25* N., 04°55' W., Reliable fix. VANQUISHER
to attack (C. in C.W.A., 1836/21)

Submarines Attacked.

0204 Re. my 0256 attacked on sighting report of
Norwegian S.S. 'NINA BORTHEN presumed U-boat had 
dived, dropped charge owing to uncertainty, 
continued escort as (corrupt groups) still out of 
action. My oosition at 0204 048°55' north
006°22* west. (ARABIS 1000/21)

1614 46°28’N ., 3°511 W., (211° Belle H i e  58 miles) by
H.M.Y. VIVA II. A.2. (I.C.0489/40) joining 
VANQUISHER. VIVA II considers U-boat sunk 
remaining vicinity (BROKE 1931/21)

Mediterranean

Submarines Reported.

At least 4 submarines for Italian E. Africa 
proceeded via Cape, where they may co-operate with 
German raiders attacking British shipping. C.3.
(S.O (1) Alexandria 1040/21)

Italian submarines are always to be referred to as 
Italian U-boats (Admty. "A" Message, 2028/19)

submarines Attacked.

Italian U-boat was attacked at 0830Z/21 off 
Djibuti, KANDAHAR reports destruction not certain. 
Search continues.

R.O. previously reports a sunken Italian submarine 
is lying among reefs to S.E. of Port Sudan. Source 
R.A.F. R/C. Tug and armed party now proceeding 
to capture crew near wreck. (C. in C.E.1.0756Z/22)
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..ar Dic-̂ rv.
l-BCAT CALPAIGL AND LINING.

21.6.40, 
Fri ay .

BFKEI IGF,.

s a r l a t i a .

fiMm,
S h i p s  attacked. a '3 3̂
Dutch 1177 tons/tor^euoed in Bay of . iscay 
47° 10' If. 30^35' at 1715/21. Ship 
sank in about 2 minutes. Crew of 25 and 
22^refugee passenger - 21 passengers 
118 crew missing Xinterview with 3rd 
Engineer, Shipping Casuality Section, Trade 
Division 26/6/40).

Finnish, 2417 tons, torpedoed and sunk 
off Finisterre. Survivors landed at vino. 
(B.o. 297)*
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( h) List of abbreviations.

(i) List of Convoy letters.



22.6.1940
Saturday.

4<- r■j0

SITUATION REPORT

Prance

Information wa3 received late in the 
evenirr; fro; . .L.O. Bordeaux that the 
French had signed an Amistice with 
Germany. G. in G., Portsmouth and C. in 
C., .vestem Approaches were instructed 
not to allov; French warships at Ports
mouth and Ply;. outh to proceed to sea.
G. in C., hediterranean was instructed to 
defer an intended sweep of the ce: tral 
Mediterranean with the Plest, and all 
naval units in Gibraltar were ordered to 
raise steam.
Subsequently DORSETSHIRE was ordered to 
Dakar ; nd one destroyer to Casablanca. 
RESOLUTION and the remaining ships re
verted to usual notice for ste n.

Admiral Darian has ordered that the Pleet 
shall fight to the last ship.
Petain and Darlan (llaval member of Cabinet) 
have given their pledged word that no 
French ship shall pass into German hands 
and in the view of our ambassador that is 
our last hope. Put the French P.L.O. 
at the (British) -r.dniralty has received 
instructions fro; the French Admiralty to 
sail certain French warships now in 
British ports for i.'orth Africa, and the 
Admiralty have ordered C. in C., _orts- 
mouth • nd C. in C., W.A. to accord all 
facilities.

Efforts are being made to ;et off Polish 
and Belgian troops.
Arrange: ents are being made to take off 
certain French troops, principally Air 
Porce and Technicians.
P.IT.L.O. Bordeaux reports t BATORY end 
SCDIESKI sailed from Bayonne on 1/6 and 
22/6 respectively with between 7000 and 
9000 Polish troops.

Up to 1200/22 a total of 136,549 British, 
of who: ,488 were casualties, and Id, '16
Allied Troops had been evacuated from 
- ranee, together wit' 310 guns, 2292 
vehicles, 919 tons of ... . .uniticn, and 
381 tons of stores (II. 36,549)
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SITUATION REPORT

..IR

Enemy cs.ircra.ft crossed the coast ; t various 
poi ts between Newcastle and Kent coast. 
Bombs y;ere dropped at a number of points in 
the BewcaStle district, at Grimsby and 
Cleethorpes, Harwich (where a salvo fell in 
the harbour but did not explode) .and in 
Kent. There were a few civilian casualties 
but no damage of military importance was 
done.

E: d weather prevented completion of re
connaissance flights to Trondheim and 
Stavanger.

One of our aircraft bombed a German 6000 ton 
merchant vessel, apparently a supply ship, 
hit and set her on fire, and it is thought 
sanlc her.

Two aircraft attacked a motor shin of about 
1200 tons near Kaugesund at 0500/22. 
ship was hit and set on fire.

Jive E-boats, 4 of which were minesweeping, 
were attacked at 1100/22 by an aircraft near 
Terschelling. No hits were seen. The air
craft was hit by pom pom fire.

Kin in;;

6 magnetic mines were exploded in the Ports-
uth approaches today. A/S yacht C-- - OR

had been sunk. Portsmouth was closed, but 
was re-opened again at 1614.

Kagnetic mines were laid at hordeaux and the 
entrance to the port is closed .̂t night, 
o coping is in progress.

j'.inelaying conti: uec in the East Co; st 
Bar ier. One magnetic mine has been ex
ploded off Portland. All British porta are 
open, though Portsmouth* where 6 mines were 
exploded near the ..-pp roach Channel, was not 
opened until 1614.

/The Tees....
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- ining, Contd.

22.6.1940 
Saturn: y

The Tees was closed after the mining at 
1020 of LA JASLaSL (~ rcnch i.V.) hut was 
reopened t2h00.

utiny of Gem ; .n Prisoners

L. C. Group 1.

.iiLUlDLL C .no ILL

- .0. Group 2.

There has been a rising among the interned 
•Aliens and German, prisoners on ho.: rd the 
DUCH23S 01' TO; A  which is taking them to 
Oanada.

Convoys.

3 ships with troops for Freetown are at 
Durban.

wound for the Cape with 1700 R.^.T. per
sonnel is in ..estern Approaches.

3 ships with troops for Freetown is ex
pected to arrive at Simonstown 23/6 es
corted by CORNWALL.

Italian hostilities

There were intermittent air raids on 
Alexandria during the night 21/22. Ho 
damage was done to the Fleet personnel or 
material.

h.A.j-. today located a sunken It lian U 
boat near S: .all Island, Barracuia (19. 13*1. 
38.9*1), which had apparently struck a 
reef. £«< '*+/(>*
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-.16- 0 6 ^  Of flkkCL fLEET

Order for preparations for demolition signed 
Ly “eygand but orders for execution may come 
only from retain or .'/eygand; possibility that 
french will do job is remote. .ambassador 
gravely anxious lest high handed action may 
enaole fetain and Larlan to be stampeded into 
agreeing that it releases them from their 
pledged word that no french ship shall pass 
into German hands. xn his view their 'word 
of honour is our last hope. He have to 
balance this chance against value to us of 
destruction of 2 oil depots in this area, 
having in wind they could be dealt with by 
air action after fate of fleet is known.
(K.A. BEAGLE 1650/22)

4 french submarines in ^.ITorwand ’ s ship 
building yard at Le Havre taken ober by 
German ITavy. (Transocecn Copyright 1130/22)

seructions from french Admiralty to sail 
certain wrench warships now in British:forts 
-°r •‘■orth m-frica. -ill facilities should be
aono vc\ r. rl * (V  - f!. 7r. . l/lo /o o ^ n * ~ n

Admiral D.rlan’s telegram ,1,6 nominated / 
-admirals De Laborde, Ester , ^braed, Gensoxs?. 
to comm, nd french IT vy successively in 
event ox Chief becoming unable to function 
satisfactorily, his orders are -'loot should 
fight to last, no ship ever to be surrendered 
orders from foreign Govt, not to be obeyed but 
only t ose of Adwiralissimo, n. val bases to be 
defended at all cost Under (?) of Admiral 
Governor. Admiral Levant telegraph to 
Adi-.ir- Ity highest morale existing* fey rout 
will fight to the end. (B.IT.L.O. 3ud 0826/22)

have you any news of whereabouts or intention 
of Toulon fleet? (D.I .1. 1C16/22 to A .1 .L.G. 
Bordeaux)

forts, outh, 0
accorded. (V.C.I .3. 1412/22 to C ° 
Portsmouth, C. in C., 17.A.)
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Admiral West and staff with destroyer LE HARBI 
ayrivod horo and MAI ’ VCH and battleship French 
Battleship JEA1T BART arrived Casablanca.

Message received en route gave succession of 
command after Darlan if necessary as De Laborde,
Esteva Abrial(Ged,soul, ordered navy to continue 
fighting unless orders are cancelled by legal 
French Govt, and states that on no account must 
any ship fall into the hands of the enemy.

Senior officers appear almost resigned about the 
future of the fleet and quite expect . ay have to be 
sunk in consequence. Junior officers show considerable 
feeling against possibility which is described as 
treason. Two main arguments are (a) French families 
are in the power of the enemy and /lands of officers 
and iien are tiierefore tied (b) Present Government 
knows best and orders must be obeyed whatever they 
are.

Request that liaison officers nay be kept ui to date 
with progress of negotiations (such knowledge lends 
authority) and prior information as to any British 
move which may be used to influence French naval 
officers. (B. IT. L.O. Brest at Casablanca 2315/22 to
A. C. W. A. & Adty. )
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-0. —i G0_ --

Operations- -lone -loot
Capi tal
Shi s hit 20/6

—y 2255/20. One -it on Capital Sliip is 
certain out target may have been Pocket 
battleship. (CLYDE 0503/22 to R.a .S.)

i'cur 2203 ii completely received. If you 
consider SCHABHORST has gone into Stavanger

- - . — - . - n - __ _ “ IT I • I - .or has passed you, you should retire at high 
speed; otherwise comply with Adty. 2105/21 
till you are sure she cannot he intercepted. 
(C. in C., H._. 0204/22 to C.S. 18)

Return to Base (C.3. 18 0425/22 to h.O.C.B.C.S)

Unless local conditions give reason to con
trary your force should now he withdrawn at 
high speed. (C. in C. H*J?. 0123/22 to C.S. 18)

hxpect arrive 1000. Request gate 1100. 
(h.O.C.b.C.3. 0833/22 to h.O.C.O.o)

Operation "Collar"

-.our 1026/22 .* 14 craft have sailed (C. inC., 
Portsmouth 1225/22 to Admty)
^Sailing instructions for craft taking part 
in C o l l x r .

Defence of U.h.

D.3.7.P ’s 1844/21 request you will allocate 
the 13 motor fishing vessels assembling at 
Hartlepool for employment in your sub-command 
‘four final organisation should allow for the 
continuous patrol during dark hours and thick 
weather of all possible landing beaches 
patrol craft working two watches. (C. in C., 
hosyth 1657/22 to D.O.l/c Tyne)

movements

-*/S protection to be given to about 12.% W  for 
a certain reason (D.O.D. (p) 12154/22)

'JJD To sail for Halifax 24/6. -jest available
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War Diary

Situation at 
Bordeaux

Polish, troops

Czech troops

Polish troops

22.6.1+0.
HOME COMMANDS • Saturday

France (Evacuation)

An talcing BLAIRHEVTS to investigate report from
Polish tug that 1+00 Polish troops are at
H e  d f Yeu (VANQUISHER 11+01/22 to F.O.C. 2 C.S.)

250 Poles embarked in BLAIRNEVIS, no troops 
remaining. Arranged for French to carry 
out more demolition, all oil destroyed. 
VANQUISHER and BLAIRNEVIS formed Le Verdon 
to collect convoy. (VANQUISHER 1221+/22,
C.S.2 1206/22).

Any ship at La Pa-llice to be sailed unescorted. 
When sure presence no longer necessary 
proceed to 1+5:38 N. 1:1+0 W. and  ̂atrol as 
cover for transports entering Gironde.
Any submarine within 50 miles to be attached. 
(F.O.C. 2 C.S. 1106/22 to VANQUISHER).

Your 1006/22. Report approximate number of 
other troops and personnel requiring embarkation 
(F.O.C. 2 C.S. 1126/22 to BERK LEY).

Information from General Sikorski states 
1+000 troops marching from La Rochelle to 
Le Verdon should arrive by 0100/23, and 10,000 
still at Bayonne and may arrive during next 
few days. (D.O.D.H. 1305/22 to C. in C., W.A.)

BATORY with 1+000 and S0BIES1T with 3C00 Polish 
troops left Bayonne 22 and 21 June respectively. 
(B.N.L. 0. Bordeaux 1713/22 to Adty.)

Czech Headquarters and about 6000 Czechs in 
Cette area 1+3:21+ N. , 3:1+2 E. British 
destroyer standing by. Urge French to assist 
with shipping. (N. I. D. 1830/22 to B. 1..L.0. 
Bordeaux.)

ROYAL SCOTSMAN and CLAN fPRGUSON sailed 
2000/22 with 1(000 Polish troops. DELIUS with 
2000 troops delayed till 23rd. (BERKELEY 
2000/22 to C.S. 2).

CLAN FERGUSON, ROYAL SCOTSMAN with 1+000 Polish 
troops leave Le Verdon 2115* DELIUS will 
follow 23/6 with 2000 troops. (BERKELEY 
1 9 3 0/ 2 2 ).
My 1 1+01 and ref. 1206 pm F.O.C. 2 C.S. Poles 
left yesterday for South. My position course 
and speed 1+6:37 N. 2:22 W. 1h8° 20 knots 
(VANQUISHER 1900/22 to F.O.C. 2 C.S. BERKELEY).

If you are unable to embark pm today GALATEA 
will leave to go elsewhere; I suggest Bayonne 
St. Jean De Luz. Her position in this area 
must b e known after three days and enemy action 
in c r e a s e s  hourly. A submarine is active at no 
g r e a t  d is t a n c e .  (R.A. in GALATEA 1315/22 to  
B r i t i s h  A m bassador, Bordeaux).
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HOLE COiPALDS

4 ranee ([Evacuations)

Ambassador and complete staff leaving for 
U.K. in GALATEA 23rd June. (f •" .L.O. Bordeaux 
2155/22 to ^.dty)

Am leaving Bordeau:: when ai.ihassc.dor departs 
tonight. Jill carry out demolition at dec 
n cubes withe t french permission and move to 
Pauillat when Dambes completed. (R.A. BEA 
2210/22 to Adty)

Pordeau;: should he evacuated. (D.O.D 
2248/22 to C.S.2.)

-------- w, - w *** V w  ̂ W J- x WU .
and oo On.
Convoys for U.K, from La Pallice Gironde ,rea 
Stable, Pongo Lotto Olive- Stable Two Por.go Two 
en d  So On. '

IOC V C Highly desirable that 100 Pritish aircraft 
engines in french -“-ir Pinistry Denotair; ir.es

Code Cords
Convoy Code Jords allocated:- 
Convoys for U.K. from Loire area.
Piano,-ntor Boxer Rivet* Piano two, Hotor Two

Udty. 2335/22)



—

443

War Diary 22.6.40.
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pAr Xtcs A
^  nv. c/\S7oR.

HOI.iE COlvILIAI’DS

Evacuation of Cliannel IsJLands

Reported that considerable confusion caused 
by anti evacuation propaganda in Guernsey. 
Suggested it is of enemy origin. (SA38k 1500/22)

Swedish De^ ot Ship and Tanker have returned 
to Faeros stating that Swedish Govt, 
demands return of ships.

You are to prevent the Swedish crews from 
returning to their ships. (C. in C., H.F. 
1232/22 to LIASHONA).

I have informed S.O. that I shall resist any 
attempt to re-embark crews (IT. O.I.C. Paeros 
1 1 0 0/ 2 2 ).

The 4 destroyers are being brought to Scapa. 
(C. in C. , H.P. 0951/22).

I c e l a n d

Adty. 1701/19. AT IDES with about 3000 troops 
will accompany ARGUS from Clyde to Reykjavik. 
AJTDES ready to sail P.1.1. 23rd June. A'TDES 
and 2 destroyers will proceed to Akureyei 
and Seydis FjorciM? to disembark troops and 
then return to U.K. Store and h. T. Convoy 
will leave Clyde for Iceland about 30th June.

Report what local small craft available to 
facilitate disembarkation of troops and 
stores at Akureyei and Seydisfordur.
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Air
British. Air Activity.
5 E-boats 
attacked.

Motorship 
set on fire

Patrols.

6000 ton 
Ship sunk.

A/C attacked five E-boats at 1108/22 at 53°34' N., 
5°5' E., No hits seen (I.C.0490/40)

Two A/G attacked an enemy Motorship of 1200 tons 
at 0500 12' N., of Haugesund. Ship hit and set
on fire. (I.C. 0490/40)

One M/V bombed at 1440, 14 miles N.W. of Bergen.
No hits observed (I.C.0490/40)

Certain patrols not being flown this evening owing 
to bad weather (C. in C.Rosyth 1808/22).

Attacked a German M.V. about 6,000 tons 0500 
59°35' N., 5°15' E. very heavily laden carrying 
deck cargo of crates and boxes. Bombs hit in 
after hold, experienced considerable blast, fierce 
fire started and stern began to sink at once. A/C 
had to make off into clouds to avoid a M.E. but 
later saw vessel with s t e m  awash sinking rapidly, 
burning well nearly all over (Donibristle Rec. 
1050/22/0910/22 A/C 0550/22).

Enemy Air Activity.

Convoy F.N.-t 
Attacked.

Harwich

Tees

A/C shot down
by BERKELEY

Enemy A/C's attacked Convoy F.N.'J. at 1030/22 
53°6' N., 1°40' E., off Cromer (VEGA 0037/22)

About 30 light bombs were dropped near Harwich last 
night. No casualties or damage to Naval Establish
ments. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 2001/22 to Adty.)

Reports from Master of Norwegian G.R.O. indicates 
possibility that Jan Mayen Island is being used as 
base for German Sea-Planes. (C.C.S.0.Kirkwall 
1237/22 to Adty.)

Port now open (N.0.I.C.Hartlepool 2200/22 to Adty.)

It is understood that BERKELEY shot down an enemy 
A/C, believed to be a J.U.88, a.m./22 at Point de 
Grate near Le Verdon.
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Portsmouth.

Tees.

Trav/lers in 
French ports.

IVGironde.

E-boats

Activity at 
Danzig.

M.V*s routes.

Capital ship 
hit 20/6

Activity at 
Oslo.

Surface unit.

/
Convoy W.8J

HOME COMMANDS

22.6.40
Saturday

Mining

Six mines were exploded near the Approach Channel. 
Port was re-opened at 1614 (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1614/22)

Was closed after raining at 1020/22 of LA BASIASE, 
but v/as re-opened at 2200 (I .C .0490/40)

Equipment of L.L. Trav/lers is not to be allowed to 
fall into enemy hands. Trav/lers have been 
instructed to fit scuttle charge and means for 
destroying switch gear. (A.C.W.A. 1816/22 to 
? .O.C.2.C.S.)

You are urgently required to sweep at Gironde, 
proceed forthwith if you have sufficient fuQJe, to 
reach there. (C. in C.W.A. 0901/22 to LORD GREY)

Enemy Intelligence

Your 1748/21 suggests that E-boats may carry some 
kind of mortar or grenade thrower (C. in C.Nore 
1157/22 to Adty.)

There are indications of E-boat activity.
(C. in C. Nore 1811/22)

Report received, dated 17/6, that there was no room 
in Danzig alongside quays as these were all 
occupied by German ships unloading troops and 
material. (I.C.0490/40)

5 Trav/lers appear to be M/S trav/lers E. by N. about 
4 mi^es proceeding North-easterly direction. Reed, 
from Flainborough Hd. 0320. (C. in C. Rosyth 0358/23 
to Adty.)
Merchant Ships from Trondhjem are routed East side 
of Fro Havetleaving Islands at Villa. Frequent 
seaplane patrol daily near Kya and often at 0200 
15 miles N.W. of it. No surface A/S Patrol 
encountered. My 2235/20th June one hit on capital 
shio is certain but target may have been pocket 
battleship. (CLYDE 0503/22)

Reliable American report states great activity at 
Oslo 21st June. Many ships all types with steam up. 
(N.A.Stockholm 1733/22 to D.N.I.)

Enemy surface unit at 60°N•, 3°30* E., D/F report 
Position unreliable (D.C. 0152/22)

Shipping.

Troop convoy for India. Date of sailing.
W.l, W.2, W.3. Ocean escort CUMBERLAND until

/relieved
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I
Convoy

DUCHESS OP 
YORK

All M.Vs to 
cal] for 
search

Shipping (Ctd.)

relieved by KENT. C. in C.W.A. to provide A/S 
protection and route to Freetown. C. in C.S.A. 
and C. in C.S.I. to arrange convoy's onward passage 
and exchange of ocean escort. (D.O.D(li)2000/22).

(Taking interned aliens and prisoners of war to 
Canada.) Following received through Port Patrick 
Radio:- 1 man dead, 2 wounded, fear further rise. 
57°0' N., 10°15' W. Course 27° 2000 G.M.T.2100/22 
(F.O.I/C Greenock 0049/23)

All M.Vs, British sea-going Fishing Vessels, and 
all Foreign Fishing Vessels arriving in U.K. 
on or after 24 June, except British Convoys,
British Liners on regular runs, and U.K. Coasting 
Traffic, must before proceeding to destinations 
call at ports named for search. (D. of L.D.
0024/22 to A.I.G. 46).

Miscellaneous

BROOMPARK

North Sea

Channel

Re message believed fictitious (Adty. 1337/22, 
C. in C-, W.A. 1711/22).

Weather

Wind

W.S.W. moder
ate, fresh 
locally.

Visibility

Moderate to 
poor.

Outlook

Wind veering 
to N.W. 
visibility 
improving 
slowly in N.

W. light. Good, local Freshening W.
haze. wind, visib

ility similar

W. Approaches W moderate. Good Wind veering 
to N.W., 
fresh.
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

Netherlands 
Submarine <313

Overdue from patrol 21/6 at Dundee. No 
signals received since she sailed for patrol 
12/6 in 57:0 N., 5:30 S. Submarine reported 
in C. in C., H.F. 0133/21 resembles 013 in 
some respects. Bare possibility she may have 
returned to Holland. If no nev^s of her by 
1200/23 she must be presumed lost. (V.A.(S) 
1048/22).

WILK Ov/ing to external explosion 0025/20 in 
57:0 N. 4:0 E. ship has suffered serious 
leak surface sjaeed reduced to 6 knots. Intend 
returning to Rosyth though 57:11 N. 4:56 E. 
Request bombing restriction. (WILK 2200/22).
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FOREIGN STATIGITS

ITorth Atlantic.

Precautions Terms of Armistice signed hy French not being
vis-a-vis Fr:.nch yet fully known, attitude of French ITavy

is not certain. DORSETSHIIiE is to sail for 
Dakar with moderate despatch, and one destroyer 
forthv/ith for Casablanca. (D.0.D((F.\ 0252/23 
to F. O.C.N.A.)

South Atlantic

and Personnel have arrived at Port Vendres. 
They should be embarked if possible (D.0.D.,(F) 
0133/22 to KEPPEL).
Re. Adty. 2241, 21/6 to KEPPEL.
VELOX, KEPPEL at Port Vendres. neither 
British Embassy nor French Govt, parties 
arrived. Further report. (VELOX 0715/22 to 
Adty.)

mediterranean - Operati ns

Med.)
Reply. Acknowledged. Have ordered Fleet to 
return to harbour (C. in C. , Med. 2214/22).

Mediterranean - Air.

petroleum wharf. No damage to Fleet personnel 
and material. (R.A.I.C. Alexandria 1606/22,
C. in C. , Lied. 0745/22).

Convoy C.Li. Sailing telegram (N.0.I.C. Durban 0822Z/22).

Mediterranean

Polish Troops Polish Embassy states that 2000 Polish Troops

Sweep by Fleet 
in central Lied.

Tour 1211/20. Defer proposed operation. 
Acknowledge. (1st S.L. 2025/22 to C. in C.,

Raids on 
Alexandria

Alexandria raided between 0108 and 0513* 
Twenty bombs dropped. Slight damage to

<*.5. BRITANNIC Attacked without result by Italian a/c off 
west coast of Sardinia 1020/22 (D.S.)



FOREIGN STATIONS
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Saturday

China

Instructions have been issued that M/Vs 
"bound for Japanese ports should not carry 
Depth-charges. (Hd. of M. 1129/22 to IT. A. 
Tokyo).

America and W e st, Indi e s .

Dispaition of America and ’.Vest Indies Force 
to intercept German ships. (C.in C,, A.W,I«, 
2301/22, corrected no T.0,0,/23) .
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FOREIGN STATIONS
45 'o

A/O

S.S. BRITANNIC 7,^0

Mediterranean

Daily patrols along coast of Bizerta and 
Nemours; and French bombers attacked Italian 
s/m’s , probably successfully, off W. coast 
of Sardinia 21/22 June.

Attacked at 1020/22 by enemy a/c off 
Sardinia. No damage. (B.N.L.O. Algiers, 
1756/22 to D.N.I.)

r x

\ r — x

CONTE VERDE 
Italian

Ships attacked 
NEION

RANDSFJORD

SAN FERNANDO

WINDSORWOOD

SARANAC
ACAVUS

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Reported ordered to be fitted as A.M.C, 
(Capt. Singapore 0511Z/22 toAdty.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Greek, 5154 tons, reported sunk by s/m at 
1330/22, about 40 miles W. of Belle Isle, 
off the coast of Morbihan, Brittany. (D.S. 
296 27/6) (I.C. 0494/40 gives time as
0130/22, and position 47 
259° Belle Isle 47’)

9’N, 4° 17’W,

Norwegian, 2143 tons, in homeward bound 
convoy from Halifax to Liverpool, with 
general cargo including 3 aeroplanes, 
torpedoed and sunk 70’S.S.E. of Queenstown 
50:45N, 7.45W at 0100/22 by a U-boat 
believed Italian. 29 survivors landed at 
Glasgow. (V.C.N.S. 296, 26/6) (I.C. 0493/40)

British tanker, tons, in homeward bound
convoy from Halifax, torpedoed and sunk 
about 50 riles S.S.W. of Cape Clear. (V.C.N.S. 
296, 26/6)

British (5395 tons) in an outward bound 
convoy, reported sunk 370 miles W.S.W. Land's 
End. S.S. AINDSRBY+ picked up entire crew 
(D.S. 297)

(12049 tons) ) Believed torpedoed at same
(8010 tons) Tanker) time and place as

WINDSORWOCD (D.S. 297)
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Ships attacked 

ARAGAZ

LA BASIASE 

VILLE DE NAMUR

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Gunned by submarine 45:53 N. 4:7 W. at 
2300/21. (ARAGAZ 2258/21).

French P/V LA BASIASE mined at 1020/22 
020° South Gare Light £ mile. Port was 
closed, hut re-opened at 2200.
( i . c .  0 490/ 4 0 ) .

Belgian steamer VILLE DE HAMUZk with cargo 
of horses shipped in U.S.A. for Bordeaux sunk 
hy submarine some 250 miles off Corunna 
June 19th. Part of crew landed Corunna 
today Saturday 22nd June. (Corunna 2020/22).

French Sloop BOUGAINVILLE reported sub. urine 
at 23:20 N. 16 W. course 270° (F.O.C.N.A. 
0540/22 to DU1IVEGAN CASTLE).

44:0 N., 16:0 W. D/F report possible U-boat 
(D.D. I.C. 1030/22 to C. in C. , W.A. ).

49:30 IT., 12:0 W. D/F report. Unreliable 
fix. (D.D.I.C. 1220/22 to C. in C. , V/.A. )

45:0 N. 1-:40 W. D/F report. Unreliable fix 
(D.D. I.C. 2141/22).

60:10 N., 1:30 E. 150° 6 miles, course 350. 
Aircraft report (269 Sqdn. 2146/22).
Amend position to 60:10 IT., 1:05 E.
(C. in C., Rosyth, 0156/23).

49:30 IT. 11:10 W. D/F re ort. Unreliable 
fix. (D.D.I.C. 2355/22).

48:50 IT. 12:40 W. Position indefinite. 
(D.D. I.C. 0100/23).

Estimated positions (D.D. I.C. 1404/^;
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Submarines Attacked

r O R K . l C £ U !

East Indies

By KANDAHAR, L*r s •
(C. in C. , E.I. 0756/22, 1304Z/22, v.s.i. 
KANDAHAR 0955/22). ^  irf(, —

Sunken
U-Boat 
/>?/»£ Altf.

R.A.F. located sunken Italian U-Boat near 
small Island Barracuia 19:13 N. , 38:9 E. 
it had apparently struck reef, suggested 
this Be published as a s  inlcing, provided crew 
is captured. (C. in C., E.1.1304Z/22). 

f>. S u 

bedit erranean

Ships Attacked 

S.S. ASHCREST 33:33 N., 0:13 E. (66° Alicante 38 miles) 
at 0055*
No details (I.C. 0489/40) (ASHCREST T.O.R.
0055/22).

Submarines reported
French aircraft reported presence of Italian 
submarine in uns_ecified ositions off 
West Coast of Sardinia 2l/S and 22/6. (D.S.)
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SITUATION REPORT

Prance

The Bordeaux Govt, have accepted Germany’s 
terms and there is now no question of the 
French Govt, evacuating from a Mediterra ean 
port to continue the struggle from their 
overseas possessions. The policy of the 
British G vt. is that all armed forces who 
wish to continue the struggle should he 
encouraged and assisted t do so.

The German terms require the French Fleet to he 
surrendered to Germany in French ports.
Certain French counter proposals have not 
been entirely rejected by Germany and the 
fate of the Fleet remains uncertain at present.

RICHELIEU from Bordeaux has ar ived at Dakar, 
and COURBET and PARIS, from Portsmouth and 
Plymouth respectively are under orders to 
proceed to Oran. There are no other movements 
of main units of the French Fleet.

BERKELEY left Le Verdon 0915 with S.S. DELIUS, 
reporting that no one was left to he embarked 
and the Germans were believed to he opposite 
Le Verdon.

GALATEA is bringing home the British 
Ambassador and l.Iinisters for Canada and South 
Africa. CALCUTTA v/earing the flag of C.S.2, 
and Canadian destroyer FRASER are remaining 
in Bayonne area.

H. 1.1. C. destroyer RESTIGOUCIIE and S.S. ARAilDORA 
STAR arrived pm/23 to embark thei,, and more

Several U-boats are believed to be off the 
Gironde interfering with traffic to North 
Africa. WREN lias been ordered to carry out 
an A/S patrol.
At St. Jean de Luz about 1500 Poles and 
2500 French Air Force personnel and experts 
are awaiting embarkation pm/23.

ETTRICK embarked a full load of Poles and 
refugees.

of an external explosion on 20/6 she is leaking 
slightly and her surface speed is reduced.
She is returning to her base at 4 knots and 
air rotection has been despatched.

At 0600/23 our reconnaissance aircraft sighted 
an enemy destroyer some 90 miles N.N.E. of 
WILK, steering in her direction.

At Bayonne, more Polish troops are gathering

ships are on the way.

WILK

At
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WILK 
(Contd.)

At 0828/23 our aircraft sighted another 
destroyer 50 miles N.E. of WILK, steering 
south, and attacked without success.

Forces of cruisers and destroyers were sent out 
from Scapa and Rosyth to intercept the enemy and i 
to cover '.VILE which was located "by aircraft 
at 1520. During the afternoon, however,
WILK reported that she was able to dive, and 
the forces proceeding to her protection were 
withdrawn.

Air.

During the night 22/23 routine patrols off 
the Belgian and French coasts were cancelled 
owing to had weather. One aircraft left 
0200/23 to reconnoitre the Norwegian Coast 
between Stavanger and Lister Light. At 1000 
an aircraft on the Trondheim reconnaissance 
reported 3 c uisers. Photographs reveal that 
these are ^robably a battlecruiser, a NIPPER 
class and a HUHNBERG class cruiser and 2 
destroyers.

Two Blenheims dropped bombs on the old and new 
aqueducts of the Dortmund-Ems Canal. Bombs 
were dropped between the aqueducts, apparently 
without result, and on barges in the Canal.

Our aircraft bombed the oil tanks at Amsterdam.

Marseilles and Toulon were he vily bombed by 
the enemy last night, but the harbours were not 
seriously affected and evacuation of troops 
proceeded.

Mining

2 mines were exploded in the S. ithead area 
today, k moored mines were cut off North 
Island, New Zealand today.

All xorts are open.

Convoys

3. C. Group 2 escorted by CORNWALL arrived at 
Simonstown today with troops for Freetown.
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Casualties

Patrol vessel PATHAIT was damaged by explosion 
at 0100/23 of! Bombay. Casualties include 
2 officers and 3 ratings killed, 22 wounded,
8 seriously. The port is closed pending 
investigation.

Destroyer KHARTOUM was damaged today by a 
burst torpedo air vessel and was beached at 
Perim. Casualties 1 silled, 3 seriously 
wounded. C. in C. E. I. later reported that 
salvage was considered impossible.

Italian Hostilities

An Italian U-boat was sunk by gunfire from a 
destroyer off Perim today. r-un<*.
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Mediterranean

Admiral Es tcVa

Syria

Morocco

Germans giving 
false orders

Admiral Estcya

23.6.1+0.
Sunday.

DISPOSAL OP FRENCH FLEET

He Adty.0338/23- Have had talk with Godfroy 
who has not yet any official intimation of 
terms of Armistice. He says Darlan still in 
control of Fleet "but has issued no instructions 
since Armistice terms agreed. Darlan urging 
that he should fight on and he is obviously 
considering his position should his ships 
fight under British crown in event of there 

being no French Govt, willing to order 
continuance of struggle at sea. He considers 
good proportion of his men would volunteer to 
continue to fight their ships. He shows no 
inclination to leave Alexandria, intact 
states he cannot leave. I think, however, 
he will be finally influenced by orders he 
receives and for that reason I do not intend 
to take French Squadron to sea for operations. 
Godfroy also stated if it had not been for 
Spanish Govt, threatening to join Axis the 
French would have continued the war from 
North Africa. (C. in C., Medit. 1851/23 to 
Adty.)

At request of 1st Lord of Adty. am proceeding 
to Oran in DOUGLAS to meet Admiral Esteya. 
Expect to arrive Oran about 080G/2i+ (Admiral 
Gibraltar 1728/23 to Admiral Sud, Admiral 
Oran). (Ce*. T+xoja* utmS)

France will continue to fight here. Danger will 
arise if French Army in Syria remains in
active. Seems essential that Frenchmen of 
suitable age and prestige should set up 
Govt, in Algiers and take over energetic 
direction of affairs, otherwise danger of 
hesitation and timidity spreading. De Gaulle 
considered too young (Ho 8 (Jones) mission
1 9 W 2 3 ) .

Consider there is no prospect of effective 
resistance in Morocco expect French Fleet 
to sink itself. Am hastening to reload 
stores (C. in C. , S.A. Forces B.N.L.O. on 
Staff (B.N.L.O. Afrique) 1510/23 to F.O.I.C. 
Gibraltar).

Certain ships ordered 22/6 to French ports. 
Suspected message emanates from German 
sources and that Germans have French cypher. 
Admiral Carpener has no intention of 
carrying out such orders. Spirit of French 
Navy here is high (N.O. 8 (Jones) Mission 
1920/23 to C. in C., Middle East;.

Your 1728/23 received. Admiral Estera is 
at Bizerta and cannot at present proceed to 
Oran (French Admiral Sud 2120/23 to 
Admiral Gibraltar). *■
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Will surrender 
to British

British
intervention
undesirable

JEAN BAST 
Casablanca

Disposition of 
French Medit
erranean Fleet

DISPOSAL OF FRENCH FLEET

23.6.1+0.
Sunday.

Convinced French ships to avoid scuttling 
would surrender willingly small display of 
British Naval Forces. Latter is urgent 
(B.IT.L.O. C. in C. , South Atlantic Force 
(French) 1920/23 to Adty.)

Decided that 3ritish intervention most 
undesirable at this juncture. RICHELIEU has 
only A/A ammunition on board and main 
armament is incomplete. Great importance 
attached to pronouncement from some form of 
recognised Govt. in North Africa. (S.N. 0. 
Dakar 2030/23 to Adty.)

JIjAN BA T now at Casablanca. Situation:- 
S.O. Apathetic. Many junior officers and 
men willing to continue. P~€h lbly -F&imah 
Possibly French ship would sail with small 
armed guard under British escort. (WATCHMAN 
2359/23)•

Disposition main French Mediterranean ITaval 
forces fit for sea 080C/22, Alexandria and 
regional forces not included:-

Oran
Battleships: DUNKERQUE, STRASBOURG, PROVENCE, 

BRETAGNE.
Cruisers: GEORGE( LEYGUE3, GLOIRE, MONTCALM

MOGADOR, VOLTA, LE FANTASQUE, 
L ’AUDACIEUX, LE TERRIBLE, TIGRE, 
LYNX.

Destroyers: BRESTOIS, TCRNADE.
Submarines: DIANE, ARIAHE, EURYDICE, DAITAE.

Algiers
Cruisers: MARSEILLAISE, JEAN DE VIE].TIE,

LA GALISSO:XRE.

Bone
Submarines: REDOUBTABLE.

Bizerta 
Destroyer: 
Submarines:

Sousse
Submarines:

L ’ALCYON.
LE T0M1IANT, FRESNEL, PASCAL, 
MDNGE, VENrGEUR, TURQUOISE.

MARSOUIN, REQUIN.

S
Submarines: NAUTILUS, SOUFFLEUR.

(Contd.)
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DISPOSAL OF FRENCH FLEET

23-6.40.
Sunday.

Disposition of Toulon 
French Mediterr- Cruisers: 
anean Fleet
(Contd.T

ALGERIE, DUPLEIX, FOCH, - 
COLBERT, VAUBA1T, LIOIT, AIGLE,
GUEPARD, VERDUN, VALET, VAUTOUR, 
CASSARD.
2 escorteurs, 9 submarines,
6 submarines refitting.

Sete
Cruisers: TARTU, LE CHEVALIER PAUL.

Port Vendres
Destroyers: LA PALES, LE LARS, TEIEPETE.

of
Convoying and _Sea

Cruisers:  ̂ GERFAUT, KERSAII1T.
Destroyers: TRAMONTANE, BOULONHAIS, TYPHON,

BORDELAIS, TROLIBE.
T/r3 Baeortcur: BALI3TE.

Submarines: H^pG'ii.CA/E, LE CEHTAURE,
PEGASE, ITARVAL, HORSE, CAIMAN.

Aviation
Transport: TESTE.

Under orders for Oran
Battleships: C0UR3ET. PARIS. (B. IT. L.O. Sud. 

0838/23).

RICHELIEU RICHELIEU arrived Dakar 1630/23- DORSETSHIRE
DORSETSHIRE is on passage from Gibraltar to Dakar

(D.C.N.S. 294)-

I understand necessary instructions for 
(conuipt group) exists for scuttling and 
wrecking of vital material. Fleet has 
recently been to s ea and morale is good but 
officers very dejected. Gensoul unfavourably 
impressed by speech of Mr. Churchill's; 
most distressed at possibility of any cleavage 
between Britain and France. He thought French 
North Africa would not continue the fight 
owing to insufficiency of material and 
ammunition. (F.O.C.IT. A. 1400/23)-

Knowledge of disposition and allegiance of 
French Mediterranean Fleet would be of 
greatest value in persuading Governor Dakar 
accent H. M. Government offer. (HERMES 1350/23)-

(IvTOO
Gibraltar 23rd June 1915 French destroyer (^BDj 
LA BATAILLEUSE passed westward to the eastward 
escorting ships in convoy. (F.O.C.N.A. 1924/23)
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Part 2. Esteya sent officer to France for 
orders this morning. Am left with following 
impression after talc again Admiral Esteva 
today.

(a) While wearing his country’s uniform 
considers it his duty to obey all orders of 
his Chief and see others do likewise with 
exception never to surrender the fleet or any 
other units.

(t>) If supreme conn-and devolves on him he 
would similarly accept all govern ,ent orders 
except surrender.

Generally an air of resignation is set in. 
Officers who often themselves have lost all, 
would like t Continue with British, hut do not 
appear prepared to demand sacrifice from their 
men of loss of families, upon whom re_risals 
arc indicated.
(3.L.L.O. Bizerta 2230/23).

!• >
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HOI.IE COMMANDS

Movements

Submarine positions at 0600 24/6:

TRITON TRIDENT vicinity Frohavet, RU3IS XKTS 
4000 proceeding on surface to PFJV 1352, 
PORPOISE JSTS 3000 proceeding on surface 
to Blytii, SALMON. SNAPPER, vicinity Skudesnes, 
SEVERN C one, TRUAINC South of C one, TRIBUNE 
JSTS proceeding on surface to Rosyth, CLYDE 
arriving Dundee 0500 24/6 from North Last, 
■WILK DIJDN 201+0 proceeding 6 knots on surface 
to Dundee, SUNFISH 3H 28 arriving Blyth 0400 
24/6, H 31 A5, A//44 in H  2 leaving pm for 
Lov/estoft, H 34 West of H 2. (V.A.S. 1754/23)

Operations

Home Fleet (to bring in WILK)

2 cruisers from Rosyth to proceed to cover 
WILK returning on surface in damaged condition 
(C. in C. , H.F. 0853/23 to C.S.18).

BIRMINGHAM, SHEFFIELD, GALLANT sail from 
Rosyth 1030/23 to join and escort you 
(C. in C. , Rosyth 1020/23 to WILK)

Proceed with ECHO intercept one enemy 
destroyer reported by aircraft at 0600 at 
58:45 N. 4:20 E. steering 225° estimated 
speed 20 knots. SOUTHAMPTON with S.O. 18th 
C S. and ZULU will support you. (C. in C., 
H.F. 0911/23 to NEWCASTLE)

Sailed from Scapa 0955 (F.O.C.O.S. 1106/23 
to Adty.}
WILK re orts she can dive (C. in C. Rosyth 
1352/23 to BIRMINGHAM).

Am returning to Rosyth. (SHEFFIELD 1440/23 to 
C. in C., H.F.)•
If at 1800/23 you have no information of 
enemy you are to return to haroour (C. in C., 
H.F.' 1521/23 to NEWCASTLE).

.Proceed to Dundee (S.2. 1958/23 to WILK)

France

Bordeaux,
demolitions

BEAGLE, with demolition parties, left 
Bordeaux at 0010/23)-
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HOME COLILAITDS

23.6.i+0.
Sunday

Prance

*

Demolitions 
at Bordeaux 
(Contd.)

Do not carry out demolitions without 
French permission. (D.C. 0039/23 to 3EAGLE)

Ambassador and party embarked in H.M.C.S. 
FRASER at 1100 and now proceeding R/V with 
me at 1445 at St. Jean-de-Luz. (C.S.2 1151/23 
to Adty.)

Hun lb ers Jbo he 
evacuated. 
Shipping 
situation.

Shipping situat i.on 23rd. ITumhers understood 
to require evacuation 33>000 Allied troops 
(Adty. 2031/20), say 12,000 General de Gaulle, 
3,000 Colonel Bonavita, 1000 oddments, total 
49,000. Shipping provided can carry 19,000 
in Passenger ships and 34,000 in I.l/T Ships, 
total 53,000. This shipping should all have 
arrived on French Coast hy pm/23rd. and some 
has already returned loaded to U.K. Ships not 
required arc. being released.

Armistice v/ltr: 
Enemy signed

French have signed Armistice with Germany. 
H.M. Ambassador and Staff leave from West 
Coast; and there is no question of French 
Govt. evacuating from a Mediterranean port.

Maximum number of British civilians and 
Czech and Polish troops are to be embarked at 
Sete and Port Vendres and sailed forthwith 
to Gibraltar. (D.O.D.F. 0325/23 to VEL0X).

F.0. Telegram to British Consuls in French 
Colonial Terri tory, appealing to Civil and 
Military Authorities of all French Overseas 
Territories to continue to fight even against 
the orders of the Govt, in France and guarantee
ing funds to all such territories,sent in full 
to C. in C.*s (D.C. 0406/23 to C. in C . ’s)

Demolitions
Bordeaux

Report whether demolitions were carried out 
(vtc.N.S. 1852/23 to R.A. BEAGLE) Reply Ho. 
Charges were laid hen your 0039 was received. 
(R.A. BEAGLE 2117/23).

French M. Vs 
ordered to 
British ports

Weygand has forbidden demolition or blocking 
work commercial jjorts without his sanction. 
Darlan has ordered all French or chartered 
M.Vs British waters or bound British ports 
be directed nearest French port South of 
47° IT. Admiral Sud ordered cessation loading 
iron ore to France. Accelerate delivery H.M.
Govt. U. K. (B. XT. L. 0. Sud 0749/23).

Defeatism Situation. Peruton, staff and local authorities
--- x — ^ vvill not permit anything conductive in

slightest degree to strengthen will of Colonies 
to resist. (B.iT. L.0. Sud 0744/23).
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Le V erdon

Czech troops

French Air Force

Explosions
reported

462

23.6.40.
Sunday

HOME COMMANDS

France

Request ships for Le Verdon he either 
turned hack or diverted to Bayonne. It 
appears doubtful if embarkation to any 
extent will continue. Germans reported 
opposite Le Verdon. Have placed R.A. BEAGLE 
in charge there. (C.S.2 0835/23 to A.C.'vV.A. )

Your 2037- Personnel referred to should be 
embarked. Our policy is that all French 
armed forces who wish to continue the 

struggle should be encouraged and assisted to 
do so. (V.C.N. S. 0117/24 to VELOX, 
repeated F. 0. C.N.A. )

Operation Robin

PUFFIN has been sailed for operation Robin 
as escort for TEDWORTH. Ref. my 2359/22 
delete all reference to PUFFIN advance 
remainder one day on roster (F.O.I.C. Harwich 
0910/23 to C. in C., Nore).

Lining

2 more mines exploded near Portsmouth Approache 
Channe1 (I .C. 0491/40).

1000/23 8 miles S. of Shoreham (on line 
between Beachy Head and Selsey Bill).

1135/23 4 miles S. of Deal 
1140/23 1 mile S. of Folkestone 

(I.C. 0491/40).
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HOME COMMANDS

2 3 .6 .4 0 .
Su n d ay

Air

British Air Activity

Destroyer Aircraft attached one Enemy Destroyer of
attached 1AAS class at 0600 at 57:45 H. 4:40 E. Ho

result noticed (Donihristle 1030/23 to Adty.)

5 E.“boats 
attached

At 1103/23 Aircraft attached five E-hoats 
10* N.W. of Terschelling Light. Result not 
observed. (Chatha. A. C.H. Q. 2028/23)*

Amsterdam Oil tanhs near Amsterdam bombed (H. Q. B.C.
bombed ' 0235/24).

Enemy Intelligence

1 destroyer 
See Home Fleet 
Operations

One destroyer course 225 speed 20 from 57:45 II. 
4:20 E. (Aircraft 224 Sqdn. 0600/23)
(D.C. 065d/ 23 to submarines). Hudson leaving 
Leuchars to shadow (C. in C. Rosyth 0824/23 
to C. in C. , H.F. ) NEWCASTLE and ECHO 
intercept (6. in C. , H.F. 091 /23).

1 destroyer One destroyer course 170 speed 15 from 
56:21 IT. 4:38 E. (Aircraft 220 Sqdn. 0828/23) 
Aircraft photograph shows this to have been a 
minesweeper (C. in C., Rosyth 1028/24 to Adty.)

Forces at 
Trondheim

One Battlecruiser, one cruiser, one destroyer 
flot\ila at Trondheim. Aircraft report.
(C. in C., Rosyth 1010/23 to submarines).

E. boats There are possibly E. boats off Beachy Head 
(C. in C. , Portsmouth 0222/23).

Forces at 
Trondheim

Photographs at Trondheim 0919/23 show 3 cruisers 
in harbour; 1 ITURhBERG class, 1 HIPPER class, 
and 1 probably Battlecruiser. Also two 
destroyers. (C. in C., Rosyth 1956/23 to C. in 
C. H.F. )
Hote. I.C. Oi+91/40 says photographs show 1 
HIPPER class, 1 ITURHBERG class, either 1 battle 
cruiser or HIPPER class and 2 destroyers.



464

War D ia r y

7 M. Vs

4 L . Vs

5 E- Boats

Ymuiden
Entrance
obstructed

French ships 
to he held

Congestion 
at Falmouth

23-6.1+0.
Sund a;/

HOLZE COMMAHDS

Enemy Intelligence

1 large and 6 small M.Vs Lindesnes 111+5
(I.C. 0491/1+0).

1+ M.Vs stationary off Terschelling 1525 
(I.C. 0491/40).

10f IT.W. of Terschelling Light at 1105/23 
course 245° speed 10 lenots.

At 1230/23 aircraft observed 3 cargo-vessels 
about 2000 tons in harbour and 1 vessel 
obstructing entrance. (IT. Q. B.C. 0235/24)

Ship ing

Cancel all previous instructions as to 
French shipping. French ships are not to be 
allov/ed to sail from any British port.
(a .c .it.s (t) 1929/ 23).

Your are to be prepared to send into British 
ports when ordered a number of foreign 
M.Vs reported to be waiting off the coastt 
in your area. (C. in C. , W.A. 2029/23 to C.S.2).

Ships for Swansea and port Talbot may call 
at Milford Haven for search. Other ports in 
Bristol Channel to Barry Roads (D. of L.D. 
1958/23 to A. I.G.46).

More than 5000 refugees, including foreign 
troops, have been landed at Falmouth during 
last* 4 days. Request no more shin ing shall 
be sent to the port at present. There are 
now 137 shins in the bay. (IT. 0. I.C. Falmouth 
1318/23).
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HOME COMMANDS

23.6.UO.
Sunday.

Weather

North Sea 
(West of 
(l+° E.Long.

(E. of Long.
lh° e .

Horns Reef

Channel

Wind Weather Visibility

IT. or IT. W. 
fresh, 
s trong 
locally.

Mainly over
cast with 
light rain 
or showers.

Moderate.

S. or S.W.
moderate 
to fresh.

Cloudy or 
overcast, 
occasional 
rain.

Moderate.

S.E. or S.
moderate
veering.

Cloudy or 
overcast.

Moderate.

N.E. or E.
moderate

Occasional
rai n.

Moderate in 
local haze

Western
Approaches

Norwegian
Coast
(IT. of 63° IT-

IT. fresh to Showers. Good,
strong.

E. or IT. E. Pair to cloudy. Good,
light to 
moderate.

E. or S.E. 
moderate 
to fresh.

S. of 63° N Overcast rain. Moderat e



W a r  h i ar y
23.6.1940
3unlay _

C A S U A L T I E S  &  E J E C T S

KHARTOUI Damaged by burst torpedo air vessel. Was 
at -^er/in, salvage consi ' --

possible. Casualties 1 K. 3 seriously V/. 
Shins company proceeding to Aden in 
KAIEAHAR/ leaving a dismantling party at 
Perfir . (b.C.Il.S. & C. in C., 3.1. 0441Z/24J

Patrol vessel. Seriously damaged by ex
plosion 0100/25 off bombay. Bombay port is 
closed pending investigation. Casualties 
include 2 officers and 3 ratings K, 22 vV. 
seriously. It is hoped to get the ship into 
port (E.C.I7.S. 294) (Ship sank 24/6 _.v.)

ELSO Sunk by Italian aircraft see mediterranean.
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18. The following allocation of A.M.Cs. as at the 23rd
June 19i-iO is promulgated for informat ion:-

4 i
i /■

1

A. IMPERIAL A.M.Os.
Northern Patrol* ^er^muda--Halifax Convoy E scort Force*
ASTURIAS
CALIFORNIA
CHESHIRE
CHITRAL
CILICIA
CIRCASSIA
DERBYSHIRE
FORFAR
LAUHBNTIC
LSTITIA
PATROCLUS
SALOPIAN
TRANSYLVANIA
WOLFE
WORCESTERSHIRE

South Atlantic Station

ALCANTARA 
QUEEN OF BERMUDA

East Indies Station

ANTENOR
CARTHAGE
CATHAY
RANCHI

N.Z. Division.

ALAUNIA
ASCAHIA
AURAjTIA
AUSONIA
COMORIN
ESPHRANOE BAY
JERVIS BAY
LACONIA
MONTCLARE
RAJPUTANA
RANPURA
VOLTAIRE

Freetov/n Convoy Escort Force.

BULOLO n .
CANTON (transfers from N.P. early July.; 
CARNARVON CASTLE
CORFU (transfers from N.P. late June.)
DUITNOTTAR CASTLE
PUNVEGAN CASTLE
MALOJA
MOOLTAN '
PRETORIA CASTLE

China Station

ARa WA 
KANIMBLA 
•MORETON BAY

HECTOR

B. DOMINION A.M.Cs.

Royal Australian Navy

MANOORA - Australian
Stn.

WESTRALIA "
(transfers to E.I. Stn.

shortly).

Royal Canadian Navy

NORTH STAR fitting out 
PRINCE DAVID "
PRINCE ROBERT " "

NEW ZEALAND DIVISION 

MONOWAI - fitting out.

•Note-- Former allocation (of IMPERIAL A.M.Cs. only) was notified 
N * on special SECRET BRANCH ACQUAINT No. 3 91‘With corrections

on No. 1*60, U85, 1157/1)0).

19.



19. With reference to S.S.3.A. No. 520 (lS) the following
is a list of vessels transferred, as from noon 20th June 19hO, 
from the River Emergency Service to the Thames Auxiliary Patrol 
Force.

ii The vessels become tenders to H.M.S. "PEMBROKE IV".
Section. Patrol Craft. Speed Boats.

Westminster WATER GIPSY 
WANDERSIRD

FALAISE

Headquarters 
(Tower Pier)

J
WIMA, VIVACE, 
SCORPION. /

JAKE II
IGLOO
BLUEBIRD

Cherry Garden NOMAD III.

Greenwich IVALY, WANGANUI.
/ISIS,

WESTSREEZE,
LE BON.

/
MURGHABI,
LADYE DORA, 
WANDERLUST, 
PENGOUIN.

Woolwich COMET I 
COMET II 
QUICKSILVER.

Dagenham SAFARI.

Greenhithe ROMA II, /‘ACUNA, 
MARGARETTA, 
WINONA, /'GODDESS, 
FORRARD/ AWAY.

Tilbury WHITE GHOST II,
e x i l e /, acusi-ila.

HURRICANE. 
MISS EHGTAND

Cliffe WINDELF, NARWALE, 
IONE II, MULLION, 
SARAH MUNRO,
INEEN DHU,
LADY LOUIE.

Holehaven /WESTCLIFEE BELLE, 
/ SURPRISE.

CRESCENT.

Headquarters Barge.

HILDA. /

Repair Craft.

MELISSA. /
BLACK EAGLE.

Store Vessel.

X.Y.Z./

(Note* All the above craft are on Charter Party T. 98.).
(M. 012186/1+0).

irculation as for Special Secret Branch Acquaint No. 1+58
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French
TcjiI:

Eyacuations 
Port V endres 
etc. ,

Gibraltar
Congestion

Las Pal: las

French Convoy

DORSETSHIRE 
Sails f o_ Dakar

J_ 1 IT jldYT 
Procee ing to 
C snblanca

4 ( 1 8

1940 
JL__

Importance attached to yetting a specimen of 
new French tank 1.I . LIS France to Forth 
Africa. Reportedsome are now at La Seyne. 
Request you will endeavour to arrange accord
ingly throu Fatever channel m y  he avail
able. (d .o .d . (f ) to : .o .c .l .a ., 1040/25)

KSPPEL reports by telephone embarkation of 
Czech troops proceeding in French ships.
About 3000 will remain to be evacuated in 
Lritish ships GOODWOOD and N0RTHII00R. About 
2000 more retire on coast for whom 
accom .odation is required in Lritish shies, 
but situation uncertain. At Port Vendres 
hope to embark all Czechs and Poles, about 
3,0v„0, in GENE?:,L CHAL3Y and -C?A1VA . 
today. Intend directing to Sete any 
Lritish ships surplus to requirements at Port 
Vendres. (From ?/ to ndmty li2l/2o)

Ly 1337/21. Request urge: it decisions, h- .rbo 
becoming congested. (Conbard, Gibraltar, 
1515/23)

SALTERSBnTE now in Oran, to be completed,with 
fuel, water and provisions for 14 days before 
she proceeds to Lib. Lay not be possible to 
transfer passengers to other ships here for 
onward passage, (i .O.C. .A., to b. .L.O. in 
Fr nch battleship DUII/ERqUE, 1934/25)

tfcf . s . U 1>I
ALICANTE arrived Las Palmas 15 Lay end dis
charged 1200 troops and war material, 
divided between Grand Canary, Teneriffe, 
Lanzarote and Ifni. (C. in C., S.A. to -Laity, 
end F.O.I. Lib., 1 >51/23)

23.6.-
Sun da

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

M/t (Aviso)
At 1915/25. French destroyer LA LATAILLEVSE 
passed W to E escorting ships in Convoy. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1924/23)

Admty. 0252/23. DORSETSHIRE sail/s 0600/23 
for Dakar at 24 knots. Y/ATCLAIT expected 
arrive Casablanca 1430/25 (m.0.0. . .. 0612A/ 
23 to C. in C., 3.-̂ .)

JEAN DART is expected at Casablanca. fake 
all possible action to impress on French 
..ut eirities our intention to fight on and em
press hope they mill do so too. (i-..C.N.S .̂’\ 
1939/2^ to JALCIIL-1 )
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p o r d ign  s t a t i o y s

North Atlantic

Submarines Positions at 0600/24 (V.A.S. 1754/23)

Gibraltar
Overcrovfded

Serious situation arising with large in hers 
of civilians and evacuated fro::us arriving 
from french fediterranean -orts. Pood re
serves are "being seriously depleted; 
imperative that ships expected with Czech and 
Polish fro ops "be diverted elsewhere forthwith 
even if only for food, fuel and water. 
(p.C.C.N.A* 1144/23 to Acuity) Presence of 
civilian refugees a menace in case of air 
raid or attach and I am forced to confine cs 
many as possible to ships. (Governor, 
Gibraltar, 2125/23)

South. Atlantic

-fciLRIISS 
to remain at 
Dakar

E3R1SS is to remain at Dakar. (D.O.D. 0403/25 
to C. in C., S.A.)

'Dour 1612/21. You should arrange for supplies 
as necessary where vessels are without funds. 
D. of 3.T. 2312/23 to L.O.I.C. Simons torn)

DICHLDILU 
-.rrived at 
Dakar

.rrived at Jakar: I.IALCJA, P.ICIIILILU, and 
French Destroyer PLSL2AT (f. in C., S .... 1706/ 
23 to Admty) |

)
Knowledge of allegiance of French Aediterranean 
Fleet would "be o£ est v Due in per
suading Governor Dakar to accept A.II. Govt's 

goffer. (YEAYjS 1350/23 to Admty)

Oiler Oiler LUCIGEIT may "be retained for the nrescht 
(D. of 3., to C. in C., S.A. 1546/23)

.UNLIT OP DA..HIPA 
PRETORIA CAS fLG

| movements ordered. (R.A.3.A.D. 11032/23)

French
Telephones

CtiWWlI Cĵ t •

Sensor, Freetown, has held up 2 telegrams froi 
•overanent, Bordeaux* for confirmation from 
London in vie-,7 of D.D.C. announcement tha-t 

\hritish Govt, no longer recognises Government 
t -ordeaux.

D. of S.T* 1326/22. Request first ship of Con
voy 0.- . to co: plete discharge may "be cleaiied 
and sailed for Dar-es-Salaam independently to 
embark approx 500 aliens and 50 guards for 
Durban. (Y.O.I.C. Simonstown 1202/23 to 
. .: . .. Jfilindini)
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'/...

23*6*194 . 
Sunday ___

FORE I GIT 3TATIGITS

I-Iediterrane; n-Fovei .ents

French 
Dostrovers

Third Division Torpedo craft conprising -'ranch 
£ , .

13, sailed to-day for Alexandria (F.O.I.C. 
Haifa 0340C/23 to Admty)

Genera,!

Situation, Telegram 11 June 23 from Consul, Palma. 
Consider any material change unlikely until 
negoti; tions between r  nee, Germany and 
Italy concluded. ĈLl classes dread results 
of war for Spain except a few Polandi 
unfortunately wield the power. (Pci. w , 
hallorca, 1130/25)

French
Attitude

Am assured of Aittelhauser *s determination to 
fight on. Only sign of defeat which has 
reached me concerns senior air staff offic rs. 
This does not reflect general feeling. All 
that is wanted is a firm lead from a respon
sible French Govern:.ent in London or -Igiers. 
hittelhauser has just sent following telegram 
to C, in C., hediterranean. my sincere t anks 
for cover afforded by your fleet ’and y

j .1 wish announcement early Anglo-French 
Laval victory that nay be won under your 
orders. (Ho 3 (Jones) hilitary Fission, 131r-/ 
23, to :.;.c)

rs
Evacuation, 
Fiddle hast

Evacuation of white women and children from 
Fiddle hast not regarded with favour. Reasons, 
(War Office to C. in C. F.E. 2 10/23)

Refugees
to be allow&d to 
(C. • in C., Lied .,

sail without 
1525/23)

orders from

U»S. and 
Contraband

Lies b a 
indie

;os intercepted by air Fail Censor 
,te United States Shies EXPd. I3S and EXO- I

I
pactively loaded It;lian cargo at enoa after 
Italy declared war thereby presumably contra
vening United States 
cargoes not yet paid 
confiscation. (C. in

Regulations,
ana : iay 
A . .7.1)

Understand 
be subject to

■ •
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Sunda y __

JQRBIGIT STATI C 3

-.editerranecn- Air

--aid _on Seventeen aircraft including 2 fi_ ters 
attacked Malta at 1300/23. Slight civilian 
inj uriec add da ;e, bu t no mill tary 
casualties or damage* One enemy fighter shot 
down .nd the pilot t- hen -orisoner. (D.3. 2 93} 
CE.O.I.C*, Malta, 2121/25; (Governor, M^lta, 
2331/23)

ALGO
Sunk

According to foreign reports the Swedish 
ELGO, 1330 tons, was bombed by Italian air
craft off the Algerian Coast at‘dawn on 33 
June and sanh. (D.3. 293)

Ai rcraf t
--arlongs

Black end white colour scheme for fighters 
bei. - retained this con.and. (A. Aalta, 
1225/22. to received from Air i-iin. ,
0920/23)

Enemy Intelligence

Trieste. Aircraft report no Warships in 'arbour except 
what appeared to be one large cruiser; and a 
lot of I'/V's in northern half of harbour 
(l..A. . hlgrac.e 1745/22 to 0. in C., Aed)

✓"Y
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Situation. Tallin^ ivo of MIRA to "be deferred 
(D. of P., 1342/23)

Governor General reports suspicious presence 
of 6 M e  J- panese stenners cruising for lust 
43 hours about SO miles E. of Tamatave.
Colo..bo and Capetov/n advised. (Brit. Consul, 
Ant ananar iv o 1630/23)

Reason not to be given for diverted route if
enemy w* si ips reported in narrow waters, 
such as Straits of Hosanuz, Straits of Bab-el- 

(r ombique I  (C.
1541Z/23)

Bombing attach nacaca .-erodrone. Reconnaissance 
continue to be prevented by neather. Lach of 
meteorological information prevents use of 
any clear periods. (A.h. „., Aden, 1740/25)

China

322. Penang departure dune 22. If.- .3. DALTAE 
special purpose; arrival June 21 french
Cruiser LAMOTTE-PICQUET wearing flag C. in C, 
departure french \
June, arrival french armed merchant cruiser 

; ., • .3. DAUHTLESS for
Singapore; Singapore arrival (3.0.x., 
Singapore, 0535Z/2o)



w.Tar D iary

French 
Ship* .

-■orwegian
Crews

C^ihEREA

Kings off 
- orth Island

473
23*6.1940, 
Sunday __

2o:„ig:. s t a t i c its

America <1 West Indies

Sus icious 
Tanker

Large tanker, nationality unknown, travelling 
3.3., so town, Cayman Island, 0830/ 
23. Description. (Cl i Grand Cay] . , 1 0  
23) •

Italian
Tankers

Consul, Tampie*^, reports strong 
that sor e Italian tankers in Gulf Ports 

ransferred to Mexican Govt, in
H H n under con

s t r u c t i o n  in Italy not delivered. (C. ir 2., 
-..v.I., 1125/25)

2ol reports 0..Jwor. now t haloo; oounc'. Havre,
held u p ,, nc fu v liable for 
(S.C.I., Kinston, Id/5/ 25)

t fees.

Heply to Aci.ity. 1922/19, re trairi: of ‘ or-
wegian crews in Canada. (C.H.S., Ottawa 1206/ 
23)

Australia i. ITev; Zealand

Ksccrti: Si:.-.TH1I0RS with 91.. troops.
Koveuients. On arrive 1 at Capetown" to cc;,e 
under orders of C. in C. , S.A. ( .C.K. . 0015/ 
2<-• o o« in ^ • j-'*• j £0  ̂Z'- (/î

Koored nines were cut in 30.29* 3 175.52 *3(off
K o r t l  - s i a n  , . .1;.: l )  2/ 5 . i s  i s  in

c
bound ship inj route (I.C. C2.91/ 40)
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i n

ITALIxJT L3RC:-IAITT SHIPS

h a c i c i i: p a d e e Curacao reports left Puerto Cahollo 1 st 
eyeninp and anchored in Hay. Curacao 
reports Walters sailing 0300 to-day to in* 
vesti-'ate. (S.OilL, ICii ;stor, 0058/23, 
0426/23) V

BURAITO Consul, Teneriffe, reports at Santa. Cruz, 
31rs Palmas cargo crude oil from Antora.
(B. 3.) (3.0(11, Malta 1247/23)
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u - l c a t  c a i i a i g i ; <:• :h l t i -c-

SL:i~ps A tta ck ed

. -ILDA I'innls:! 1144 tons.  1 1  S u r v iv o r s  landed c.t 
Santander, Spain t o - d a y  report  tlie ship  
sur': by Gem: r  subnarine 90 *1." o f  Castro  
U r d i a l e s .  (D.S. 295) 45.54*17 3 . 1 2  * ,7 ?25/6  
Ass. Press Jantander rep o rt  ( l . C .  0491/40)

ELI K270DS31T horv/epinn. S- r±k a t  about 1940/23 140 miles 
/ •  . of  Us nan t  and 38 s u r v i v o r s  le n d s '1 
by SANDWICH. .Suggested t h a t  t h i s  ship ind
b r i n i s h  - • nicer SAL. uk.---- 3D0 nay have been
sun: by sabotage t i i  e bo:ib and” not ' y torpedo.  
( 3 . 3 .  295) 7JULIS 2520/23, C. in  C . ,  V/. ..
• 30- 23, 2o24/23, 0119/84. Sum .ary of  
evidence as to cause of damage and s i n k i n g  
(w* i- C . , 1 7 1 1 /  23) SAL7DY/ICI: arrived.

v;i t  '• 17 s u r v i v o r s  from SAL........ IkJTDO and 38
from kLI KMDDSEIT ( P . O . I . C . ,  L i v e r p o o l ,  1710 /2 3 ]  
P o s i t i o n  - 9 . 2 9  17., 8.38 \7 a t  2042/25.

LdSPJCRD - orv/agian (5999 tons) Sunk by r ine or 
torpedo o f f  Lands knd (D.S. 293)

0342
Submarines Reported

5 9 . 3 0 * L . , 1 . 1 3  ’3 .  A i r c r a f t  r e s o r t  ( D o n i b r i s t l e  
0646/23)

59.30*17. 1.46Tk .-.ircrr.fi report ( 769 Scan.
0353/23) (C. in C., .-.osyth 0752/23)%

0729 •3.,...7. 3046 Aircraft report (254 3;;dr. C729/23
1014

&
/ . 1 5 k . . ,  15.20*77., D/l report Unreliable fin 
(- .D.I.C. 1051/23 to C. in C., 77. .)

1103 (l.C. 0491/40, sayS l; .20*7/)
1155 57.5*1 ., • .. . T Course 130, speed S knots 

Aircraft report. (Donibristle 1602/23) (i.C. 
0491/40 sa2rs 52.5 * 77., end “possibly British'1

1911 57.20*17. 7.U. D/P report Unreliable fix. 
(D.D.I.C. 1941/23)

1940 e. 21 h.. , •. • 2o *./• (A. / • • 20.36/23 to 17. „-klT) 
Reliable fix. Ships ordered to attack. (C.
C., 7/.A ., 2039/23, 2042/23)

1033 7 U-boats believed close Gironde to intercept 
traffic to forth -frica (R.A. 3EA 2. 1033/23 tc 
Acuity)

2258 5...17 12.77 P o s i t i o n  i n d e f i n i t e  (l.C. 0491/40)

0156 */C 2 1 4 6 / 2 2  A m e n d  p o s i t i o n  of S/u to 6 0 . 1 0  17.,
1 . 0 5 ' E  (C. in C., Rosyth, 0156/ ? -d
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U-LQa T CAI PAIG1T ca LlIR'IlfG

Estimated, dispositions (j .Ij.I.C. 1252/23)

I t a l i a n  U-/or_t_ _ 
Sufale fy

E V A * J 6 E L l $ T A ~ T o R K I t £ t - L '

rire from destroyer 246° Per/in High 
Light 11 i dies at 0300 G.L.T. 25/6. This 
is presumed to be finale of hunt reported 
in my 1304/22 (See ‘ . 0 955/22

\f
R e q u e s t  i m m e d i a t e  t j e n i s s i o n  to p u b l i s h .  
(C. in 0., L.I. 03442/23)

0342 5 9 . 3 0  17., 1 .la’ll. , by Air c r a f t .  17o r e s u l t s  
o b s erved.

2213 ..-.A,13 a t t a c h e d  c o n t a c t  49.2117., G.47 V/ 
(33.3.) (I.C., 0 4 9 1/40)

Subnarines R eported-Loditerrancc-n

1600 37.10’iT 5.15'L Reported by *-l dors Radio
(I.C. 0491/40) (Algiers Radio, 1944/23)■



SITUATION REPORT.

2U.6.UO.
Monday. 4 7?

France.

The Admiralty view of the intentions of the 
French with regard to their Fleet is that under 
no circumstances will it he allowed to fall into 
German or Italian hands; if a strong lead is 
given it might fight on, as Darlan has urged; 
hut the issue will depend on orders given hy 
Admiral Estetfa. Meanwhile Admiral Godfrey 
in the Mediterranean has heen ordered hy the 
French Admiralty to cease all hostilities and 
return to French ports.BNLO Brest in WATCHMAN 
at Casablanca reports the French Navy will take 
orders from the French Government only: the 
Senior Officer is preparing to demilitarise the 
Fleet to support the Petain Government. JEAN 
BART is being commissioned at Casablanca with 
hands arriving from Brest. At 1900 British 
Naval Liaison Officers at Orunleft for Gibraltar 
in. the French destroyer TYPHON in accordance 
with orders received from the French Admiralty. 
CALCUTTA (flag of CS 2) and 5 destroyers are 
near St. Jean de Luz.
Evacuation of about 6000 Polish troops from 
St. Jean de Luz continued during the day. Only 
one ship at a time could enter the harbour, 
owing to the swell. HARVESTER escorted ARANDORA 
STAR which sailed with 3000 Polish A m y  and 
Air Force personnel and a few British refugees, 
and ETTRICK with 1100 British refugees and 
300 Poles. Ships taking part in the evacuation 
from Bayonne and St. Jean de Luz were bombed 
during the day. Several U-boats are believed 
to be off the Gironde for the purpose of inter
fering with traffic to North West Africa and 
evacuation plans.
VELOX at Port Vendres, stated that there v/ere 
3000 Polish troops and that the authorities 
did not allow evacuation of French forces.
All quays are strongly guarded and no French 
civilians are allowed to leave. VELOX left 
for Gibraltar with British subjects.

KEPPEL reports the embarkation of 3000 Czechs 
in the Sete area and that no more ships are 
required. She will remain, however, with 
the last 2 British merchant ships to embark 
more Czechs who are expected.

Air.

3 Blenheims left at 0315/2L for reconnaissance 
over Trondheim, where a battle cruiser and 2 
cruisers were seen yester ay and Stavanger.
The reconnaissance failed due to bad weather.
At 1225 another a/c left to reconnoitre Bergen 
and Stavanger, but did not return.

An a/c on reconnaissance off the Dutch coast 
reported 3 2000 ton ra.v's in Ymuiden harbour 
and one m.v. of about L000 tons sunk in the 
entrance.
Gardening was undertaken.
A special raid on New Waterway (Rotterdam) with "W" bombs cancelled ov/ing to enemy raids 
interfering with squadron's take off.



LUIGI GALVANI 

MACALLE

U-boat at 
Ceuta.

2k» 6.i|0.
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Italian hostilities.

Italian s/m was rammed and sunk by FALMOUTH. 
0001Z/21+ in the Straits of Ormuz.

The Italian s/m discovered by the R.A.F. 22/6 
sunk off Barra Mu$a, Kebir Island (Red Sea) 
has been identified as the MACALLE. She 
apparently sank on 11+/6 after striking a reef; 
about 30 of the crew were seen on the reef, but 
when a tug with an armed party located the s/m 
on 22/6 the men had disappeared. / s*®

Three or possibly four of the force of 8 Italian 
s/m's based on Massawa have now been destroyed 
or captured.
Air reconnaissance today failed to locate the 
damaged Italian U—boat in Ceuta harbour.
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DIGPOS.-L OF FIAhC!: I!LBUT

Ly telegram of 22 June and yours of 20tli.
Urge you strongly carry out my suggestion, 
above all Publicity. Hogues believes 
senior Officers may obey but there will be 
trouble among remainder. Lveryone now 
waiting for a lead. mu assured by French 
Liaison Officer that most pilots would fly to 
British territory. Large increase of aircraft 
from * ranee lately; but nothing can be 
organised until decision here is known*
(Lo 5 Dillon Eil. mission 0135/24 to War 
Office)

Lll military opinion disgusted with Armistice 
and looking for sign of British help which is 
thought to be always too late. Political 
.opinion here is extremely defeatist.
Douotful whether Hogues will continue war; and 
Amy, though wanting to fight, is thought to 
be deterred by lack of material, Luch depends 
on immediate support well broadcasted. (No. 5. 
Dillon Ail. --ission 0055/24 to War Office)

lour 0116/ :4 to . Situation deterior
ating beyond point suggested. Senior Officer 
preparing to demilitarise Bleet to sunport 
Detain Govt. Some C.O’s might disobey order 
to scuttle, but demilitarization in French or 
Drench Colonial ' arbours seems probable, 
though many Junior Officers might re-act 
a.gainst demilitarization if given the chance.
If north African Govt, accept peace terns, fore 
will be required to release Drench Fleet. 
(3.H.L.O. Brest in JAT CIU-J.* 1120/24 to Auty)

Seat rovers .. .N’.L.O. Casablanca 1920/23 (re amall display
for Casablanca of British Ilaval Force to prevent French

scuttling) Two destroyers*if available with 
Capt. D. 13 are to proceed Casablanca forth 
with to deal with situation (F.O.C.H.A. in 
DOUGLAS 0136/24 to P.O.C.iJ.a )

Cancelled Your 0136/24. Defer sailing (Adty. 0610/24 to- • 0.^»n.xx•, P.O.C.i..̂ i., in DQin rirs)

Mediterranean My 1851/23, message rec.ived by admiral
Godfrey from French Adty., . .
begins 05125. If Armistice is signed be 
tween Prance on one side and Germany and 
Italy on the other you are to cease all 
operations or hostilities and return to 
French Ports, to which I shall order you,

/probably....
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DISPOSAL OP FKYYCK PLEST Contd.

General
Situation

&

prooably Lizerta. You are to embark F.L.O's 
cuia disembark J.^.G's. Acknowledge. 1700/25—‘ilCXS •

2.
10a See mediterranean Volume.f'9/24) h r)

(G. in G., lied.

Your 1550/23. Froiai reports just received 
indications are:-

(1; Under no circumstances will Fleet be 
allowed to fall into German or -‘■talia.n hands.

(2) Their luture action will largely deoend 
on whether some provisional government,
possibly functioning from Forth Africa, can 
be formed.

(o) If strong lead is given Fleet might fightOH •

(4 ) Darian has urged that Fleet fight on, but 
issue will depend on orders received from 
Estetfa. (1st S.L. 1159/24 to HERI.ES)

Admiral. Africa/s At titude 

(l)^ France defeated.
(11/ French Davy will take orders from drench 

Govt. only.
(ill) There will be no break between France 
, , 1;orth African Colonies.
(1/J Fear of defeat by Spain which would be 

worse than capitulating to Germany.
(V; Forth Africa without sufficient trooos 

or material.

(WATCHIL1I 1430/24 to Admty)

Ships in harbour a  > on--. Ĉa»*talartc a )

(I) battleship JBA1T BART commissioned with 
hands xroiLi .brGst v/lio coutihug to cirrive 
in large numbers.

(II) Destroyers. 2 or 3 sailed last night 
destination unknown, remain 3, 2 new just 
completing.

(ill) Submarines about 12.

(IV) Sloops one large one small.

(V) Large numbers arrived trawlers
(V/ATCHiLUI 2000/24 )

/I do not
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24.6.1940.
•■■a.r̂ iary. Ilondav.

DISPOSE OF FRrTMOK ~.T.T!P.T

Hediterrajaean C. in C., Lied. 1059/24. The following para
was not included in the War Diary.

"2. It is of course my intention that French 
ships shall not leave Alexandria.”

\
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d is p o s e  or f: .birch pls ,t contd

I do not think it likely that crews will 
- uitiny.

Heavy ships are moored ste : to wall at Hers 
eL. Kehir (Oran) in order from N.W. to 3.E. 
Battleships DUNQUER&UE, PROVENCE, . 
and BRETAGNE d m M  (f.O .C .N .A . in DOUGLAS 1 
1920/24)

french Admiral in COURBET is going to London 
this afternoon. He is aware that"no french 
shins will be allowed to sail. I believe 
there is fear amongst french about German 
pressure on families if they do not obey 
french Governments order. \‘/e can remove this 
fear and at the same time get rid of the 
large number of french sailors in the small 
craft who are ill-disciplined and are likely 
to jet completely out of hand if bombing is" 
started by

(a ) Persuading french Admiral to agree to 
immobilisation of larger units by removing 
machinery and thus freeing the; .selves from 
responsibility.

(B) Removing crews of all smaller vessels and 
sending them to Prance in french merchant 
Ships now at Southampton.

(C) Send back crews of larger units at a 
later date.

(C. in C., Portsmouth 1303/2-i)

Your 1337/20 All french Naval personnel 
accommodated ashore left for Aintree a.n. 
today Holiday. (C. in C., Portsmouth 1450/24)

430 Your 0113 24th °une french Cruisers

french battleship LOEluJRIB at Alexandria.
ur irut. fre.

Crulser$ j  ^ destroyer
due Alexandria from Haifa p.rn. today Monday 

(11) Sul . r n 3ul
on passage Beirut to Leros french Submarine 
ACTEON on passage Beirut to PJiodes french 
Submarine BSP.QON leaves Leros 24th June for 
Beirut french Submarines PHO^UE, PROTEE from 
Rhodes am Leros .rrives Beirut 28th June nd 
3rd July respectively, french Submarine 
DAUPHIN at Beirut. (C. in C., Red 1031/24 to
~dmty)
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DISPOSAL Oi’ A l A C K  fLEET

.oul' 0113/24 following are at ^asablanca
i

YSRllE, destroyer EP‘ 2 _ 2h vessel 
■ > Dost. L3 HAKBIT, Despatch vessel

, SCAS , . LA
AILLEUSE, Surveying vessel .IA„L 

AOUCHDZ, submarine CASiiBIxJTCA, SfAX,
o\IDI-i’ERRUCH, POECELBTi I..SEE, AJAX,

 ̂> CIRCE, CAL i . C.... ,
3E, A2£E I, LA S i & W L F ,

, t j , CK.
£>/, i nx Sloop I)1 IEnRVILLfj eccpec ted
to arrive here tomorrow, -'our ^....C's en 
route Casablanca to Dakar. follewin • 
nailed today Destroyers POUGULUX, fROllAAL. 
tCasablanca 2228/24 to D.I .1.)

xj- — 1 j.

r  2CX d e e  B elov;

French warships at Le Yerderi 23/6 larg 
destroyer -ADS^UEI.ET newly completed and 
2 escort ships. A cruiser could sup ort 
destroyers in case of more french warships 
collecting at Le Verdon. (R.A. BEAGLE 
1C54/24 to Adrnty)

AT TIT' m E  OF I'REI'CH

urging need for formation of authoritative
french Government in Algiers without delay.
-’restige of Je Gaulle insufficient to carry

'
facilitates German propaganda that he is 
under British influence. Already false 
instructions continually received-. 3u ■ est 
broadcast by -rime banister, but voice'of 
ne. e x' 1 e Irench Govt, snould first be heard 
otherwise danger suspected too great 
British influence. (17.0.8 (Jones) llission 
1710/24 to C. in C., f.E.)

Hot much fight in Civil Administration fror 
Resident General downwards. Bstii.ated 
partly due instructions and partly personal 

Cens erirife
anything conducive in sli htest degree to 
strengthen will of Colonies to resist.

.L.. . Sud. 074 _/2o)

XX Uy 1400 _ art 3
(d) He states categorically that his 
were that under no 
over intact.
(e) To sum up, it seems if armistice

orders from Admiral Dar-lan 
■/ould french fleet be handed

with Italy is signed french
sea power will be withdrawn dismissed and co: 
will be carried out provided former does not 
the french fleet intact. 
xJart 4 follows (f.O.G. 1230)

.lit ions 
include

oi ..r. -xstice 
handin ■ over



War Diary

Defence of 
Isle of ,7i;;ht

£&£

Reconnaisc ance 
measures to be 
invest i .ted

•Deration Collar

''grain Perries"

Defence of U.-K.

Datteries which cover bee.ch.es at ’vest 
end of the Island are exposed to air attcck 
Possible advantage to enemy of gaining 
Island and destroying batteries from land 
ward. (C. in C., Portsmouth 1G17/24)

•e guarding against interference with 
booms and net defences by small vessels 
which succeed in approaching unobserved or 
by sabotage ( A .C . I T .S .  (H) 2233/24 to 11 
G ’s in C. C: P . 0 * s ashore at home and abroad)

Intend to block Reasons etc., (7.A. Dover 
1521/24)

It is considered that a sea-borne 
e:rpe iticn will probably approach U.K. 
during conditions of low clouds when 
visual reconnaissance is i: possible and 
that there is, therefore a serious risk 
that our existing reconnaissance measures 
may break down at a vital moment. It is 
desirable, ti ereforc, to investigate 
immediately some altern tive to visual re
connaissance. (C.I.C. Reports 25)

Operations

Operation Collar may be carried out at 
your discretion. (D.O.D.A. 1025/24 to Y.-~. 
Dover)

Investigate ships reported as train ferries 
in 50.50*:: 1.31 *E at 1715, course 190° 2 to 
3 knots. (IT.O.I/C Dover 1816/24 to BOREAS) 
Sighted by aircraft. Description etc., 
(Chatham A.C.H.Q,. 1855/24) position of 
vessel at 1929 50.52.5*1. 1.27.5*E course 
180° (E.O.I/C Dover 1940/24)



,

:: g o:: a  :j s

v Do fence o_f

Invasion on 3 Graft must "be considered as j
definite and increasing nenace. further 
infon .ation of probable enemy forces and 
methods available follow "by letter. |

KOD1IEY and VALIhITT should be . oved to |
Rosyth (1st S.L. 1957/24 to C. in C., H.J?.
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Gironde Oil 
Inst -.Hat ions

St. Jean cle Luz

24.6.1940, 
Monday

. ic:.3 go; : aiids

i.1 ranc e

Very i portant to destrov oil
d *A.ibes,

ins t a.nee
u

by point blank
u

2 destroyers 
bombard ,ent.

co aid

.llations 
floating 
do it

-°ur_S054/ (requesting confirm tion that 
JE-iG-LE should proceed to St. Jean de Lu-) 
he turn to U.K. (...0., 0.3. 0034/24 to h.„ 
BBaGliE ;

0800 all embarkation ceased 2100/23 owing 
to Swell* started again 07BB/24 wit] 
miLLJBORA STAR inside breakwater. Latest 
figures appear to be Polish 50u0 including 
armies remainder as in my 1940/23 corr--'ct°d 
by my 2145/23 (3.17.0. St. Jean de Luz 0820/ 
24 to C.S. 2.)

C. in 0., ./.A. 121fV21. It is proving 
quite impracticable to carry out embarkati; 
oy nationality or type of person bein'* em
barked. Endeavour will be ijiade to indicatt 
the general outline of what each ship 
c .xiic. . Oo. Jean e muz 10- I , ■’ t<
C.S. 2)

Evacuation of troops 
etc., of vari :us natio:ialiticsfl

r i m e p  Jco 
oulogne

Your 1145/24. Situation 14-30. 
embarked, 2600 remaining. 3400 Poles

L.f-.S. EO: E-.S proceeded within about 3.5 
miles of Boulogne and reports no ships 
under way between Cape Griznez and Boulogne 
at about 2015. Considerable artillery 
opposition encountered. h.L.3. BOREAS and 

.S. COBEIIiGTOIT returnin'- to natrols. 
Capt.(D)l. 2040/24}

Cutting Cables

Your 1945/19. Brcst-Eayal was cut on 22/6 
in 49.34* 46" U 05. 5* 30" \’f. (g) it is' 

to sail to cut t-
Cape Cod Cable. (3) Your 1907/18 .h T  is 
now considerably overdue boiler cleaning. 
Propose j-ARIE LOUISE UiCEAY should carry 
out some of these operations as soon as"es
cort is
to Adnty)

avaiable (c.in 1127/24



. IQ'—; COl.LJilJDS.

3-Doats

ALDU3RA
Sunk

Torpedoed and sunk 2 ’ 3.W. of Lydd 
float at 0015/24. live . .issinr. (North, 
foreland 0339/24) Considered sunk Toy 
either one or two U-boats (V.A* Dower 
1205/24 to Adty) Torpedoed and sunk "by 
S-boat at 0113 two uiles 3 .'.V. Lydd Linht 
float. 29 survivors picked up Toy Dutch 
LI0RTUK3 (V.A. Dover 0900/24, /  .O.l/C Dover 
1210/24)
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Air.

A/C’s . in 
JEAN L.D.

Rc ♦ of 
Stavanger

Ymulden
obstructed.

Imperative that A/C's from JEAN L.D. are landed as 
soon as possible. As last resource force may be 
used, in which case Adty. should be informed 
(1st Lord. 2151/24)

Reconnaissance of Stavanger by 3 Blenheims will be 
carried out A.M. today. (C. in C.Rosyth 0854/24 to 
0. in C.H.F.)

A/C report a M/V about 4,000 tons apparently sunk 
near Entrance, and three other M/V's about 2000 
tons alongside to 3. and E. of harbour. (Chatham 
A.C.H.Q. 1008/24).

11.V. attacked. 0635 1 camouflaged small Ivl.V., 5 miles N.
Kristiansund North attacked by A/C which obtained 
near misses Q3°12' N., 7°40* E., (Donibristle 
1000/24)

Minesweeper. Destroyer reported by A/C 0828/23 in 57°21’ N.,
4°38’ E., has been identified from photographs as 
a minesweeper (I.C.0492/40)

Enemy Air activity.

ORMONDE Attacked by A/C 47°36’ N., 6°54’ W. (Lands End
0949/24)

CLAN ROSS Attacked by A/C 30 miles IT.N..7. of St. Jean de Luz
(Intercept by Scapa. 1435/24) 44°0' N., 2°0f .7., 
bombed by 3 planes (CLAN ROSS 1455 G.M.T./24)



V/ar Diary 24.6.40
Monday

HOME COMMANDS

Unidentified 
explosions.

3.S.13.

Gardening.

Minefield in 
Irish Sea.

Orkneys .

CLvpr
01yd»c ; atrol 
Report.

n o R n

p.

d- <j/.( (». U 3 .

Mining

Explosions are reported at 0330/24 twelve miles 
East of Spurn Point. (I.C. 0491/40)

2 mines were exploded today near N. Goodwin Lt.V.
(I.C.0492/40)•

• B.S.18. Air Escort will not be provided. (C. in C . 
Nore 2056/24 to D. 20)

See Air Min. D.S. 34/

Re. proposal to lay minefield across southern end 
of Irish Sea. Reasons why it is considered proposal 
should not be proceeded with (C. In C.7/.A. 1818/24)

My 1146. Channel between Scrubster and Dunnet Head 
has been swept with L.L. and Oropesa no further 
sweeping considered necessary (A.C.O.S.1951/24)

Enemy Intellipence

1855/9 off Pro Havet machine gunned by Heinkel 
before submerged. No casualties or important 
damage.

10/6 64°27'N•, 09°27 * E., sighted masts of pocket 
battleshi and Hipper Class cruiser bearing 065 range 
12 miles course 300 1435 made enemy report T.O.C. 
1400.

0645/11 64°11' N., 09°39' E., sighted mast and 
top of ship believed to be pocket battleship against 
Land off Vaagsoen Island, course 217°. Made enemy 
report T.0.0. 0645. It was now clear enemy 
shipping used inshore route from Trondjheim, 
emerging in vicinity of Kya Lighthouse.

2209/20 64°43* N., 9°52' E. sighted two large 
ships in line abreast 2 miles apart ascreened by 
one destroyer, course about 350°• CLYDE was fine 
on port bow of starboard wing ship, range 8 miles.
Sea rough. Visibility poor. Heavy ships considered 
to be one battle cruiser and one pocket battleship. 
2232 fired salvo at battle cruiser, range 4000 yards. 
Two minutes fifty five seconds after firing first 
torpedo violent explosion was heard, submarine went 
deep after firing. 2242 destroyer counter attacked 
with pattern of eight depth charges which did no 
damage, but submarine had gone to 250 feet after 
firing with angle down by the stern, and some 
distortion occurred in after end which bent four 
inch steel pillar.

Heavy sea and poor visibility made identification 
of target very difficult, but high bow was 
momentarily observed, giving impression of 
8CHARNH0RST.

0100 surfaced and made enemy report 2235/20 
*(V.A.(S) 1756/24 ̂
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HOME COMMANDS

Kiel F.iord.

Enemy Intelligence (Ctd.)

53°30' N., 10°20' E. A/C observed One Battleship 
and Four Destroyers stationary at 0140/24.
(I.C.0491/40)

SCHARNHORST Press message from America states that Germans 
admit SCHARNHORST is damaged. She is probably now 
at Kiel (I.C.0492/40).

Night 23/24. East of Alte Mellum, at 0110 one M.V. 
about 4000 tons at anchor.

Ships at 
Rotterdam Etc.

At Rotterdam. 0825 three large cargo ships at 
anchor. At position fifty miles at 120 degrees 
from Lowestoft at 0950, two trawlers heading South 
ten lengths apart in line astern. Each ship had 
paravane or trawl on starboard quarter. Fifty miles 
at 090 degrees from Lowestoft, 1503 hours three 
trawlers, three lengths apart, leading ship heading 
N.W., remainder in line astern heading N.E. at Heyst. 
1430 hours a grey ship, destroyer size, stationary 
off shore. At Bruges, 1600 hours very many barges 
stationary in canal N.W. of town. (H.Q.B.C.0253/25).

Two unidentified ships reported 5' S.E. from St. 
Catherines at 0001/24. Approximate course E.
(C. in C.Portsmouth 0322/24 to GARDENIA, and 0132/24 
to VIVACIOUS)

At 0215 passed one large cargo vessel and one cargo 
Liner both darkened at 50°30* N., 0°25' W. Course 
about 080, 10 Knots. (VIVACIOUS 0250/24 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth)

German Plans 
Invasion

From German sources, fur _s expect attack on 
England beginning July 3. Phases from -‘■‘rondhoira, 
Rotterdam and Cherbourg, with mining operations both 
ends of English Channel, attacks by all forces land, 
sea nd air, also par; chute. —Iso attack on 
Gibraltar and North —fries throe. •• S in. (Ad:... Sir 
Howard Nelly, 1905/24)

TIRPITZ in ilhelmshaven 24/6 in advanced state of construc
tion.

Azhikal
JC.JEEM in Eauhaven.

Some barge activity Langeoog [-&/C report P.D.7.1. 
0040/25)

.jj JL -u C. in C., Aosyth's 1956/23. From, photographs con
sider first ship mentioned is battle cruiser, orobab- 
ly GHEISEILOJ. (L.D.I.C. 1956/24)

oweden_ Swedish Govt, have decided to accede German demand 
that goods in transit through Sweden to Norway 
should no longer be subjected to close examination. 
(D. .1. 2014/24)
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Chip jinn;

Will not be ready to sail at earliest 
before 1300/27. (f.O.I.C. Greenock 1351/24 
to Admty)

French. Shins Held Application for french Ships to sail has
been made by french. Consul and has been re 
fiised. (f.O.I.C. Cardiff 1 00/24 to Adlty)

french Ships nay 
be sailed in 
Ej£ceptional case

notwithstanding Adty. 1929/23, you have 
discretion to allow french ships to sail in 
any exceptional case where you think it 
desirable in allied interests, e. ;. ships 
unpaged in trade with neighbouring french 
possessions, and provided you are satisfied 
that intended voyage will be carried cut. 
for your information by a clause in the 
Ar. istice terms french merchant ships out
side france are to be recalled or if this 
is not ossible oi'dered to neutral worts. 
(Adty. 2319/24 to all C Ts in C., d f.O's 
at Home L Abroad)

C.J3UALTI33 1  DEffCTS

P. .TILTH
damaged 23/6)

oank early 24/6 evidence is tending to 
eliminate probability of internal explosion. 
(C. 'in C.,~2.I. 1542Z/24-)

Visibility

ITorth Sea 3.77. in forth, .3. 
in 3. Light or 
moderate

„ood or V. /. in 
1 . odcrate or 
poor in South

Wind freshenir.
... 7 f 

Stro] g to gale 
Locally.

Channel & W h. : oderate or Poor in H., ;o:h .7
approaches. fresh in  ... Local mist. or S. ,7.

Horns Reef • 1 i , . _ t Good Coastal : ist bind backing

hutch Coast . .3. light . .od. Coastal : 1 st. bind backing

orwe.irn
Const

northerly
light.

Hod. Coas al i 1 st. .Vine lacking 
3.77. or South
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

Polish Ships Chief of Polish Navy requests that Polish
ISKRA, 7/1 LI A auxiliary vessels ISKRA and WILJA, now at

Port Lyautey near Casablanca, shall not he 
allowed to fall into enemy hands. If it is 
impracticable for them to be moved to a 
British port he reauests they may be sunk. 
(D.O.D. (F) 2249/24 to F.O.C.N.A.).

V
0

0

DUNERA

ATHLONE CASTLE

DUNERA to be sailed for Casablanca as soon 
as possible to embark 4,000 Polish airmen. 
(D.O.D.(F) to F. 0.C.1T.A. 2231/24). Sailed 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0514/25).

^  A4 -i~ 1/ b.
Adty. 1610/23. ATHLONE CASTLE ordered to 
Gibraltar. (F.O.C.N.A. 0957/24).

Refu, ;ees, 
Gibraltar

Evacuations,
Oran

Naval authorities advise me of possibility 
of a further large number of refugees 
arriving here from Marseilles. Weather 
conditions and need for provisioning and 
refuelling ships arc delaying onward passages. 
In interests of defence I cannot allow any 
more to land here. (Governor, Gib., to W.0. 
2000/23, reed, from W.0. 0710/24)*

Adty. 0121/24- French, GENERAL CHANZY sailed 
Oran 0900 with 1200 Turks. French PRESIDE T 
DAL PIAZ sails 0800/25 for Oran with 1100 
(? Poles). An evacuating remainder of Poles 
and Czechs in APAPA, also 200 civilians, 
including about 60 British. Propose sailing 
APAPA for Gibraltar unescorted 0800/25* 
(VELOX to F.O.C.N.A. 1130/24). My 1130. 
Sailing APAPA Gibraltar 20C0/24, unescorted 
(VELOX 1532/24).

Evacuations, Your 0121, para 1. DOUGLAS is requested to
French Ports represent strongly to Freinch .iecessj. ty o „
“ --- “--- re lenishing ships at French ports before

j arrival Gibraltar and to inform VELOX and
XEPPEL which ports are available. Para 3, 
it is not yet clear how many troops and 
civilians are to be expected, but if it does 
not exceed 6,000 there should be sufficient 
trans ort with ATIILO.T*) CASTj-iL ard .oEURALIA- 
(F. 0., C.N. A. to Adty. , 1155/24).
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FOREIGIT STATIOITS 

North Atlantic (Contd.)

Casablanca Propose sending Capt. Holland by air to 
Casablanca. He will be able to clarify 
situation and help in pressing our views. 
(R. A. , Carriers, 1020/24 to Adty.).

Algiers Situation 1200/24- French warships, etc. 
(B.N.L.O. , Algiers, 1615/24).

Reynaud Cabinet P o m e r  Ministers Reynaud Cabinet arrived here

* M£RS U  KEBIR,

with wives and families, about 50 in all, 
making for England (barring declaration to 
resist in Morocco). Urgently asking for 
transport to Gibraltar. Suggest^HEBIR due 
tomorrov/ be instructed to vra.it or put at 
their disposal. (Consul-General, Rabat, 2340/24 
to Gibraltar).

Evacuations^ 
Sete, Vendres

KEPPEL rexrarts no more ships required at Sete. 
VELOX can accommodate British subjects now in 
Port Vendres. Attitude of French authorities, 
Sete, Vendres, rendered embarkation of French 
forces impossible. All quays strongly 
guarded. No French civilians allowed to 
leave. (VELOX to Aoty. and F.O.C.N.A. 
2301/24).

MOOLTAllfAM. C.)

South Atlantic

To act as escort to Convoy S.L.37- On 
relief by (? DELIGHT) in Western Approaches 
July 9, MOOLTAN to proceed independently to 
Plymouth adjusting time of arrival daylight 
hours July 10. (C. in C. , S.A. 1 i 57/24) • 1

French
Caneroons

Report on French attitude, (favourable). I 
(A.M.C. BULOLO 1820/24)- Governor-General I 
announces intention to stand firm and I 
maintain integrity in close co-operation 1 
with Nigeria (Vice-Consul, Duala, 1155/24)- 1

CITY OF SIMLA Adty. 1916/15. Propose to cancel trooping 1 
programme for CITY OF SIMLA and order vessel 1 
to proceed on normal voyage with cargo to 1 
U.K. (N. L. 0. Capetown, 1602/24). 1

QUEER OF 
BERMUDA

Expects to arrive Port Stanley am/29/6. 1 
(PRETORIA CASTLE to RASAD 211 OZ/24)• 1
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S o u t A  A t l a n t i c  (Contd.)

South Africa Union authorities will not allow native 
troops (? French) to land in South Africa. 
(S.O.I. Capetown 1500/24) Position is serious. (S.O.I. Capetown, 1650/24).

Nediterranean - Policy

Ilittelhauser and Beirut garrison determined 
to fight and not take orders from Bordeaux. 
(No 8 (Jones) Mil. Mission, 2000/24).

B. A. L. 0. Ts
Wi thdrawn

3.IT.L.0. Bizerta re, orts Fre ch Adty. rders 
all B. IT. L. 0. fs he withdrawn forthwith. 
Leaving shortly for Gibraltar, Sylco called 
in 16^/24. (To .I.C. , Malta, 2101/24).

Mediterranean - General

French Units Report ; ositions of French naval units 
known to you. (IT. I.D. 2 to Oran, 
Marseilles, Toulon, 0120/24). List at 
Casablanca (Casablanca 2228/24).

Turkish Facilities Turkish reactions to the situation
satisfactory. Propose release of fullest 
information of transfer of French war 

vessels to British orts and of aircraft and 
other forces. They m i l  be required for 
propaganda and any information as to sane 
American aircraft in England most desirable. 
(Adm. Sir Howard Kelly 1905/24). (See also 
Enemy Intelligence).

French Aircraft Bona re, orts 25 Dewoitine aircraft arrived 
from France. (S.O.I. , Alexandria, 1205/24).

P u b l i c i t y News of successes against enemy U-boats is 
not to be made public locally until released 
b t the Adty. Information given locally should 
not go beyond the text of the communique.'*' 
(D.P^D. to C. in Cs Med. & E.I. 1942/24).

Oilers Movements (cancelling his 1613/22). (C. in C ., 
Med., 1933/24).

.*
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Ormuz LIy 1423/ 20, para 2. Normal sailings 
through Straits of Ormuz have "been resumed. 
(C. in C., E. I. 0946Z/24) .

Hews Propaganda Re propaganda value of sunk Italian submarine 
or similar naval exploit on station being 
enhanced if released locally before 5.B.C. or 
Reuter. (C. in C. , E. I. 1216Z/24).

Aliens movement D. of S.T. 2143/22 and 1T.0.I.C. Simonstown 
1202/23. As troops for Berbera will rot 
be ready before July 10, submit TAKLIWA 
proceed to Dar—es—Salaam for aliens movement, 
returning to Mombasa for Berbera movement.
(II. 0.1. C. Kilindini 0309Z/24) •

Message from Governor General refers to 
menace of 7 Japanese cargo steamers which 
for a we eh have been hanging about within- 
100 miles of coasts of Madagascar and 
Reunion, which have no means, naval or air, 
to deal with this menace. (A. M.C. BULOLO, 
2035/24 to C. in C. , S.A.).

Air Escort Propose to do without air escortA of 47:30 E . , 
( S. IT. 0. Red Sea, 2205Z/24).

French Bullion

lerica & V/pSt Indies

EHILE BERTI1T has on board large quantity 
of bullion which she has refused to deposit 
with Bank of Canada despite considerable 
pressure.
Suggest you should be personally satisfied 
that there is no chance of this finding its 
way back to occupied France (C.IT.S. Ottawa 
1446/24 to C. ‘ “ * ” 'in C. A. W. I. )

Report direct to Admiralty relocated C. in C. , 
A.W.I. immediately you know whereabouts 
of French cruiser Ei-ILE BERTH • (C. in C. , 
A.W. I. to DUNEDIN 2252/24).
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DUKEDIU 
to latch 
EMILE BERTH!

Adty. OI4.OI4./23 and 1326/ 23. Return Martinique 
tomorrow 25th, excuse to Adidnal Robert "being 
you wish to rexort results of visit promptly. 
(C. in C. , A.W.I. C932/21+ to DUNEDIN).
DUNEDIN now at Guadeloupe returning Martinique 
25/6. Relations with French very friendly. 
Fully concur with Governor, Trinidad, 
telegram to Sec. of State U28. (C. in C. A. YLI. 
0922/21; to Adty.).

Norwegian Whale 
Snips

Your 1630/20. Norwegian whale catchers. 
Arrangements for use of (Min. of Shipping 
to Supt. S.T.O. , Kingston, Jamaica, 211l;/2l;).

FURIOUS On completion of loading FURIOUS is to sail 
for U.K. (Adty. 2232/21;).

FURIOUS can he ready to sail am/27/6 with 
12 Curtiss P.36, 10 Brewster fighters,
5 Curtiss S.B.C.’s and 13 Northrqps. If 
sailing is delayed more Curtiss and Brewster 
can he taken in place of lT0rthrops. (F.O.C.
3 B.S. , 11U3/21;) •

China.

Minelaying French sloop Ai.IRAL CHAR-!ER left Saigon 
21/6 to lay nines Kamrahk Bay area. (C.O.I.S. , 
Singapore, 1002Z/21;).

C. in C. Intend to sail from Hong Kong in KAITIMBLA 
pm/25/6 (C. in C., China 1117Z/2U).

ALIPORE My 1129/15. Appears fire not due to spontan
eous combustion. Strong suspicion of sabotage. 
(S.O.I., Shanghai, 02l;9Z/2i;).
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IT . 3 1 - o: ■ ARGIL ITT J i l l  3

A r r iv e d  Gear;- 23/6, s t a t e d  bound f o r  
Laiti .  .ore i n  b a l l a s t .  ( 3 . 0 . 1 .  Preetov/n, 
lo29/24) (L.--., I-io ae Janeiro, 1509/24)

Arrived I n 6. . .d.
1029/24)

Tanner, at Puerto Cabello, left the port
and anchored in the bay n. . 22/5 (i.C. 
0491/40)

Taken refuse at Puket, Thailand. (I.G. 
0491/40)

Prize, left Gibraltar in convoy -I.G. 35 
(I.G., L49l/40)

Sequestered at Hampton Load on a/c of 
debt to -siatic Petroleum Go. (I.G. 0491/40)

Arrived Ceara 20/6. ITo sign of activity in 
Axial ships at Santos. (21.A., Kio ae 
J neiro, 1509/24)

Caracas reports being sent from La Guaira 
to Puerto Cabello today inside territorial 
waters. (S.O.I. Kingston, 0329/24)

[jo Lalboa. Hearing of debt c, se to Royal
Netherlands 3.S. Go. nixed for July 6. 
(I.C., 0492/40)

Tampico reports strong probability that 
some Italian tankers now in Gulf ports nay 
be transferred to Mexican Government in 
lieu of others being built in Italy for 
Hexico but not delivered. There are 3 
Italian tankers at Tampico and 1 at 'Jera 
Cruz. (I.G., 0491/40)
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Ships A t t a c h e d

BELGRAVTAN Torpedoed in 47:32 IT., 04:54 W. at / 243
(A.C.W.A. 1257/21;) 60 miles W. by IT. of 
Belle Isle. (a .S.W.D. 293) Cancel my 1251- 
BEAGLE close BELGRAITLAIT and investigate. 
(A.C.W.A. 1324/24).

British (3477 tons) sunk in Dungeness Roads 
001 5/21; either hy enemy M. T.B. or mine. 5 of 
crew missing. Ship still afloat. Aircraft 
re ort convoy HX49A in 1TF2S4243 at 060C 
(C^ in C. , Hore 0710/21;). Ur£.U^’, <y.r. h

D.F. unreliable fix, 49:20 IT., U: 25 W. » probably 
U-boat. (D.D.I.C., 1040/24)-

By aircraft, submarine submerged in position 
59:58 IT., 3:00 E. course northerly.
(C. in C. , Rosyth, 0530/21;).

3I+: 1+2 IT., 6:22 E. bearing 0° course 0° 
(French warship 1205/24)-

CATHRIITE Estonian. A t t a c h e d  0100/21;, 50:8 IT., 1 4 : 0  .V.

Submarines R e p o r t e d

2338/23 D. F. , unreliable fix. 52:0 IT. , 1 
probably U—boat (D.IT. I. 0015/24).

12:0 W . ,

1 2 5 4 Sub)
52:52 *
( P o r t l a n d  Bill Radio 1359/24).

0001 vrmr» 1  ? L 1  / 2 7 >  (ordering T.ACKAY and WREIT to

position ao
(WREIT to C.S.2 171 2/23} •

1 1 4 3  G.M.T. A.F. message 47:32 IT., 4:54 W. (D.D.I.C., 
1351/24).

Report of periscope off Ilolburn Head indicates * r ^ik .Qr>irp : avinr laid . .ines
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1255 53:03 IT., 5:1 W. , reliable fix.
Periscope reported by Dutch aircraft WITHERING- 
TOIT hunting.
SCARBOROUGH and COSSACK ordered to attack.
(C. in C. , W.A. 12*26/22;).

1146 58:37 H., 3:32 W», in Trmjrso Bay. Periscope 
reported, source of report not known. (I.C., 
0492/40).

«  o
Estimated Dispositions

1 off Portugal.
1 in Finisterre area, possibly far out.
1 in Bay of Biscay.
1 in Western exit from Channel.
2 in Western Approaches.
1 S.W. of Ireland, homeward bound.
1 W. of Ireland, homeward bound.
Possibly 1 IT. of Ireland.
1 IT. V/. of Hebrides outward bound.
1 IT. of Scotland outward bound.
Possibly 1 or 2 between Shetlands and ITorway. 
Possibly 1 Italian near Canaries.

(D.D.I.C. , 1224/24) (I.C. , 0491/40).

Submarines Attacked

0U07 By Aircraft 59:58 IT., 3:0 E. , 125* E. of 
Shetlands, 70’ S. 7. of Stavanger. 2 251b 
bomba dropped. -(I.C. 0491/40;. Submerged 
on being sighted. Effect of bombs not 
observed. (Donibristle, 0540/24)- 
(A. S.W.D. 293).
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Mediterranean & past Indies

Su~br.iarin.es Reported

1405 By French flying boat 260° Spartel 25 *. 
Aircraft sent to investigate and co-operate at
1 40; ITo confirmation by 1 700 G. M. T.
Italian submarine has left Ceuta. (200 
Group to Air Min., 1800/24) (i.C. , 0492/40
gives time as 1205).

Submarines Attached

LiACALLE
f

Struck reef and sank off Barra, MusatKebir Islai 
(19:20 K. , 38:15 E.) 14/6. *(C.0. Troops 
Khartoum 2225/24)- Sauk off Tuff Ibarra LIusat 
Kebir 19:15 IT. , 38:9 E. about 30 crew 
seen on reef. Tug with armed _.arty located 
submarine 1145/22. Crev; had disappeared 
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1345/24, C. in C. E.I. ,
0531Z/25).

Submarine in 
Ceuta

GALVAI'I
sunk

<? 7'

The Italian U-boat attacked by Y/ATCHEATT on 
12/6 off Alrnina Point which took refuge in 
Ceuta is now known to have sailed. (I.C., 
0492/40) (Air Min. D. S. 341). My 1154/24 
Consul-General, Tangier, confirms Italian 
U-boat left certainly night 23-24/8.
(P.O.C.N.A. 2224/24)
Rammed and sunk by FALMOUTH 0001Z/24 
25:55 IT., 56:55 E. 31 survivors. Damage to 
FALMOUTH being investigated (C. in C., E.I. 
0118Z/24, 0455/24)-
Information fro... officers survivors. Submarine 
left Massawa 12/6. 3 other U-boats, GALILEO
FERIA_IS, GALILi_0 GALILLI, and . ACALLE left
the seme day, 2 for Red Sea and 1 believed for

|

were still at ..as arm when s a n s  GALVAI'I 
left ha bour. A negative reply was received 
when asked whether Italian U-boats had left 
Massawa to operate in Cape area. Survivors 
state no mine, ’'ere carried in SSS. GALVAITI,
(FALMOUTH, 1045/24) ■

My 1304/22. Position as regards Port Sudan 
U-boat is as follows:- R. A.F. re_ ort oil 
patch over wreck v/a; still there after 36 
hours. S. IT. 0. Red Sea informs me that R.A.F. 
written report has produced no positive 
evidence of presence of submarine being an 
Italian U-boat. Reporting Of icer Port Sudan 
1651/23 which is being passed to you tends 
to confirm re_ort can be as essed as B.1 
but not as a known fact. (C. in C. E.I.
0606Z/2I*). I p l g g j
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Mediterranean & East Indies (Contd.)

Submarines Attacked

7 U-boats sunk 
J

Yet ano -her Italian U-boat has been 
destroyed by British Naval forces East of 
Suez, thus bringing the total of Italian 
U-boats definitely known to have been 
disposed of, to seven. Italy declared war 
on the 10th of this month. (Official 
Admiralty Communique, 1900/2i+).

ft ?
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SITUATION REPORT

France

Tlie Armistice "between Prance on the one 
hand and Germany and Italy on the other 
came into force at 0055/25. The tent of 
the terms, as regards the disposal of the 
Davy, differs in the versions 
communicated by the French and received 
by the .0. respectively.

Admiral Godfrey has received certain orders 
from the French Government (Gee Operations 
Tola; oi~b Sby

G. in C., South Atlantic is oroceedi: ■ to 
Dakar from Freetown in ALBATR SS.] .. . 
at Freetown has been ordered by the French 
to return to Dakar. 0. i; g ., S.^. reports 
that this is apparently general signal to 
al 1 -- . i.,. D . 0 1 s.

.. .h'.L.O. Drest (in JEXL E^RT) and . .L.C. 
Casablanca are to be discharged. tATCIu._l. 
is at Casablanca; she has orders to 
shadow XT.IT DART if the latter leaves port

T..h'.L.O. Algiers reports that the French 
ITavy will not actively support General 
Hogues, t'.;ough. they appear determined not 
to surrender to the enemy.

RICHELIEU left Dakar at 1415/25 presumably 
for the Straits of Gibraltar. The 
Admiralty have ordered her to be located 
and shadov/ed. HOOD, -iRIC HOTGIL ana 5 
destroyers have been ordered to proceed 
towards the Canary Is. with despatch.
EhILE DEATH! arrived at Fort de France, 
hartinique from Halifax.

The master of a French merchantman states 
that on 24/6 he received instructions from 
the Bordeaux Government that all French 
warships and merchant ships at sea wore not 
to proceed to British ports or French 
Atlantic ports, but to go to French,Forth 
-.friem or hediterranetn ports.
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Prance

nvacuc.. uion in the St. Jean de Lus rea 
was conpleted this afternoon. French 
troops, Air force personnel and tech:dans 
were not allowed to leave France. 
j.-jjoJiiA, ~IC.-__L_.i.DRR and the Canadian 
destroyers FRASER end RESTIGOUCHE left 
for the U.K.
While making a sweep for the crippled 
^rench M. . . Dm La Sa LL,-; off the Gironde at 
2215/25, FRASER collided with CALCUTTA 
and was cut in half. CALCUTTA is returning 
home at 9 knots.

Bargea Watson in --- with 7AW&UISHER
and ./li.Cai.jLS.i.-i left Plymouth for the 
Gironde. HIGHLANDER and one other destroy:: 
are to ... with BROKE at 1800/26 and act 
under orders of R.A. Burges Watson.

oooc.s of j.ooc at u-dbraltar are heir.;
seriously reduced hy floods of refugees 
from South Prance end hy Polish and^Czech 
troops on passage to U.K. from Prcnch ports.

G e m c n  Convo.y .-.ttaeked

SHARPER attacked a small south hound con
voy escorted hy a trawler and aircraft off 
Stavanger, at 1606/25. One ship is 
believed sunk. The convoy apparently re
turned to the northward

Raids on Prcnch Coast

Raids hy landing parties were made at 
points on the co ast held hy the enemy to
day.
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±KLR

-.rormr.j. patrols were flown today, and, in 
addition, patrols to Stavanger, Borgon end 
Scheldt areas and a reconnaissance to the
Faroes.

An attac was , - t Bergen* on 6 merchan 
ships oi 1000 to 3000 tons and nil 8000 ton 
tanker in the harbour, bombs fell on the 
jiay between the tanker and the shore 
tanks.

Enemy aircraft dropped bombs last niakt at
Sheringham* Felixtawe, Yaxmouth,Bircha/ 
Hullarington, Debden (̂ - mile from Aerodroi e 
Coventry, Laughboroug] , y nd Bristol 
(where major damage is reported)

Kinin;

Reinforcements of the East Coast mine 
-^3,/Ficr continuec today. A H  ports in the
U.K. are open.

Casualties

Dutch submarine 0.13 which was due to re
turn to Dundee 21/6 from patrol is overdue 
and must be presumed lost.

Swedish i_ yes tre yers

RonuLu& On the representations of the Swedish 
R C M o s  uovornnent, the four destroyers seized 
P£il-a hjscr s, under the right of Angary,
PuKz. being given back. In return, certain 

requests have been mad to Sweden.

at
are

»0. drou~~ 2 < 

rou~o 1 .

C.h.

 ̂% j • iHDES ,

Troop Convoys 0715/25

5 ships with troops for Freetown, escorted 
by COIIRTALL, left Simonstov/n 1000/24 D.3.T.
2 ships with troops for Freetown, escorted 
by DRAG OK, is c-f.
6 ships with West African troops and stores, 
escorted oy IC81.T is in — ozambique Ciuj-^el
en route for "ombasa.
9 ships, of which contain troops, escorted 
by JETOjS ; nd J.TT.u.T is in the Inc i n Ocean, 
en route for Sues.
fith 3000 troops for Iceland, ir cc p ny 
•vith ARGUS and 2 destroyers, ennects" to” 
arrive at Reykjavik 0330/26.
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DISPOSAL OP FRENCH FLEET

G odfroy h a s rece-ived  o r d e r s  and o f f i c i a l l y  
r e q u e s te d  t h a t  h i s  sq uad ron may b e a llo w e d  to  s a i l  
f o r  B ey ro u t to d a y  T u esd ay.

2 . I  h ave r e fu s e d  h i s  r e q u e s t .

3- Our r e l a t i o n s  e x c e p t io n a l ly  f r i e n d l y ,  I  r a th e r  
f e e l  he and many o f  h i  o f f i c e r s  a re  v e r y  g la d  to  
h ave to  bow to  f o r c e  i.^ajeune. I  a n t i c ip a t e  no 
d i f f i c u l t y .

4- I  hope th e  i n t e n t i o n  w ith  r eg a r d  to  th e s e  
s h ip s  may b e  made known to  me a s  soon  as p o s s i b l e  
a s G odfroy may h ave tr o u b le  w ith  s h i p s ’ com p anies.
(C . i n  C. , Med. 0 1 3 1 / 2 5  to  A d t y .)

Do you c o n s id e r  t h a t  t h e r e  w ould b e any p r o s p e c t  
o f  F ren ch  s h ip s  a t  Oran su r r e n d e r in g  t o  u s i f  
B r i t i s h  F o rce  a r r iv e d  o f f  P o r t and summoned them  
to  su r r e n d e r . ( 1 s t  S. L. 1 0 2 5 / 2 5  to  F. 0. C. IT. A. ).

O p e ra tio n s o f  FI e t  a t  p r e s e n t  s e v e r e ly  crarn:ed by  
u n c e r t a in t y  r e g a r d in g  F rench Squadron. Am t h e r e f o r e  
t a k in g  o p p o r tu n ity  o f  ru n n in g  a sou thb oun d convoy  
from  D a r d a n ^e ls  and Greek _ o r to  t o  P o r t S a id .
E s c o r t  3rd  C .^ . and 1 4 t h  D.F. s a i l  2 6 / 6  to  R. V. 
w ith  con voy o f f  D a r d a n e l.e s .  A ir  and subm arine  
r e c o n n a is s a n c e  w i l l  b e p r o v id e d  t o  west o f  C r ete  
and a f o r c e  k ep t a t  s h o r t  n o t ic e  i n  A le x a n d r ia .
(C . in  C . , Med. 1 9 3 9 / 2 5  to  A d ty .)

-'our ly<?o/25 S i t u a t i o n  .3 ro • r ’s 1.' -y i s 
deter i o r a t e d ,

F r e n c h  Off i c i a l s  - shore here are urn mi; ously d e c i d e d
to obey orders of D e t a i n  Govt, on the g r o u n d s  cf 
; intaini; n a t i o n a l  unity, a t t a c k s  on a-ovt• b y  

B r i t i s h  P r i m e  Pi: deter objected to b y  the: .

S t r o n g  und r curr e n t  s. longst Junior’ Offic rs in 
f a v o u r  of fi -Pting but they have no leader.

Two days ago .P.0rs 0 -inion w  e that show cf
I

s t' : d r ri ; v d . ,
apparently on receipt of official information t t 
f i fleet rill be ..lie: to re in in - ich
Colonial ports. Declaration of peace tor n :ray .10 - 
ever c use a furl' or revers 1 cf feeli , i ich
case show of force night prove acceptable- Itcmative

'
t . ;t" no ship to fall into enemy Lands.

/It is....
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p,I3R.3.fu 0, f h  \c r ; . t  ,T Cento.

It is sue .steel if .Z"ZL RC2AL, YCCD (n;:.ec so 'well
n

shortly before time for publication of the terms, 
opinion uicht be markedly influenced.

. .L.G. v.ro■ Icl explain AHK ROYAL escorted by HOOD 
had come to embark Swordfish aircraft, leavii ;; 
french to draw their ov/n conclusions.

(C pt in hollaiid YM-5/,5 to Ah ty)

A / t
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DISPOSAL OF FRENCH FLEET

C. in C. Med. 0131/25 see Operations .J  h. So'i Volume. ^
IP

1st S.L. 1025/^5 to F.O.C.N.A. see 
Operations Volume.

Captain Holland 2245/25 see 
Volume.

Operations

Inform French C. in C. that if he would 
like me to come into Saigon for 24 hours 
on my way south I shall be delighted to 
do so. But I shall not do so unless he 
desires it (C. in C. China 60412/28).

French Navy will not actively support 
Hogues due to lack of ammunition, stores 
and bases, but appear determined to maintain 
honour and not, surrender ships t,o enemy 
(B.F.L.C. Algiers 0945/25 to Admiralty;.

DUNEDIN and EMILE BERTIN have both arrived 
Fort de France, Martinique (DUNEDIN 1431/ 25)

WATCHMAN remain ; t Casablanca until further 
orders unless French raise strong objection 
(A.C.H.S.(F) 1634/25 to WATCHMAN?.

f.
Master of French 3T. BEffRAND reports instrue 
tions received by Frencn authorities and 
merchantile marine on short wave W/T from 
Bordeaux Government at 2300 G.H.T. daily. 
Instructions received 24th June ordered all 
French warships and merchant ships at sea 
not to proceed to British ports or French 
Atlantic Forts but to ro to French Forth 
Africa or Mediterranean Ports.

F.N.L.O. at Freetown has been ordered by 
French Ad. .iralty via Admiral Dakar to return 
to Dakar. Apparently a general signal to 
all F.N.L.Cs.
F.N.L.O. Freetown is emphatic that this may 
be an indication of attitude of French Fleet. 
(C.C. 3A. 2101/25)
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25.6.40.
T uesday.

ARK ROYAL, HOOD, RESOLUTION, and a l l  
a v a i la b l e  d e s t r o y e r s  r a i s e  steam  f o r  f u l l  
sp e e d . A ckn ow led ge. (A d ty . 0 0 0 6 / 2 5  to  
P. O .C .N .A .)

Your 0 0 0 6 / 2 5 .  A cknow ledged. 5 d e str o j^e r s  
a v a i la b l e  (P. 0. C.IT. A. 0 1 1 6 / 2 5 ) .  C an cel n y  

0 0 0 6 / 2 5 .  R ev ert to  p r e v io u s  n o t i c e .
(V.C.N.S. 0 1 2 5 / 2 5 ) .

DORSETSHIRE i s  t o  shadow RICHELIEU ( 1 s t  S. L.  
1 9 0 0 / 2 5  to  C. i n  C. , S. A . ) . My 1 9 0 0  
DORSETSHIRE r e p o r t  when in  to u c h  and p o s i t i o n  
c o u r s e  sp ee d  o f  RICHELIEU s u b s e q u e n tly  
e v e r y  6  h o u rs. ( 1 s t .  S.L.  1 9 4 6 / 2 5 ) .

My 1 9 0 0 / 2 5  r e p o r t  you r p o s i t i o n  and i n t e n t i o n s  
( 1 s t  S. L.  2 2 4 1 ? 2 5 ) .

Your 2 2 4 1 / 2 5 .  A t 2 2 0 0  sen e + 1 my p o s i t i o n  
c o u r se  and sp e e d  are  0 1 6 : 4 0  IT. 0 1 8 : 3 5  W.
25  k n o ts . E xp ect to  c o n ta c t  RICHELIEU a t  
2 4 0 0  zone + i t  I n te n d  to  shadow. F a i l i n g  
c o n t a c t  in te n d  to  s t e e r  3 2 0 °  18  k n o ts  a t  
2 4 0 0  f l y i n g  o f f  a i r c r a f t  a t 0445-  
(DORSETSHIRE 2 2 0 0 / 2 5 ) .

F o llo w  RICHELIEU and endeavour t o  l o c a t e  h er  
( 1 s t  S.L. 2 2 3 6 / 2 5  t o  HERPES).

Your 2 2 3 6 / 2 5 .  HERMES i s  in  harbou r w ith  5 
a i r c r a f t  on sh o r e  aerodrom e a t  D akar, and o n ly  
one p i l o t  h as p r e v io u s ly  la n d ed  a t n ig h t .
Her maximum sp e e d  i s  21 k n o ts . I  d id  n o t  sen d  
HERMES to  f o l lo w  RICHELIEU a s I c o n s id e r e d  
th a t  e x tr e m e ly  im probab le sh e  w ould b e  a o le  
to  r e g a in  to u ch  a t  d a y l i g h t  and p r e s e n c e _
HERMES a t  Dakar e s s e n t i a l  i f  I  am to  b e in  a 
p o s i t i o n  to  c a r r y  o u t p o l i c y  e n v is a g e d  i n  
S e c r e ta r y  o f  S t a t e ’ s te leg ra m _ 20 1  p ara 4- 
to  Governor o f  S ie r r a  L eone, i f  r e q u ir e d .

C. 0. HERMES i s  co n v in ced  t h a t  C a p ta in  o f  
RICHELIEU w i l l  n e v e r  h a n d  o v er  h i s  s h ip  t o  
enemy. I t  is p o s s i b l e  he may have r e c e i v e d  
orders f r o m  A d m i r a l  A p r i q u e  p ro ceed  
Casablanca. (C. in C ., S.A. 2 2 3 0 / 2 5  to  A d ty .)

HOOD, ARK ROYAL and 5 d e s t r o y e r s  p r o c ee d  w ith  
d e sp a tch  tow ards Canary I s .  ( 1 s t  S.L.  2 3 3 6 / 2 5  
to  V. A. A. ) •

RENOWN is to  b e a t  2 hours’ notice for steam. 
Maintain utmost secrecy r e g a r d in g  anything 
to do with RICHELIEU and JEAI: BART (1st S.L.  
2340/25 to P.0.C.IT.A.  )

(C ontd. }
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DISPOSAL OP FREITCH FLEET

RICHELIEU 
( C o n t d . )

G M T
RICHELIEU l e f t  Dakar a t  1 M 5 / 2 5  p resum ab ly  
f o r  S t r a i t s  o f  G ib r a lta r . HERMES in form  
DORSETSHIRE o f  l a t e s t  in fo r m a tio n  ( 1 s t  S. L.  
2 3 5 7 / 2 5  to  DORSETSHIRE).

JEA1I BART I f  JEAiT BA T le a v e s  harbou r sh e  i s  t o  b e  
shadow ed and h er  m ovements r e p o r te d . I f  you  
can n ot rem ain  a t  C a sa b la n ca  p a t r o l  o u ts id e ^  
th e  h arb ou r. ( 1 s t  S. L.  2 2 3 5 / 2 5  to  .'/ATCi- Ai:; •

r
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HOME COMMANDS

25.6.1+0.
Tuesday

5

Defence of U.K.

Bucki e 
Los si ci. 10 uth 
Macduff

Suggest 11 old Drifters be prepared as 
Blockships and placed in readiness.
(C. in C. , Rosyth, 1835/25 to Adty.)

Faro e Islands Request what defences to be provided for 
Skaale-Fjord and when likely to be installed. 
(C. in C., H.F. 1036/25 to Adty.)

Portland A 
Weymouth.

Rerort on immobilisation preparations. 
(fTo .I.C. Portland 1810/21). to Adty.).

German troon. 
concentrations

Gen ian troops reported (B. 2) concentrated 
on W. coast of Jutland and in S.W. Norway. 
(Brit. Consul Goteborg 1236/25 to Puckish).

School of Combined School of Combined Operations beinj establish]
m ------ - ed with H. Q. at Loch Ailort. |

5 Drifters based at Mallei g. (D.O.D.*-.
1325/25 to C. in C.Rosyth).

Portsmouth
Defence

French and 
Belrian harbour

Your 11+21/22. C. in C., Southern Command 
is arranging to defend Portsmouth as 
adequately as possible without the ITaval 
Battalion now withdrawn. (G. r- Q. Hone Forces 
to Adty. Reed. 1115/25)-

P.JD.U. Sortie 25/6 shows Boulogne, Calais, 
Gravelines, Dunkirk, Nieuport clear of 
shinping but Barges increasing at Nieuport. 
Train movement on main line S* of Boulogne 
and fn Calais Dock,. (P.D.U.I. 1916/25 to 
1'T.I.D. )•

Firth of Forth Re A.A. guns Firth of Forth (C. in o. 
Rosyth 1159/25)*

Policy

Eire Your 1018/25- Adty. is aware of desirabil
ity of obtaining use of harbours in Eire.
It is not the policy of H.M. Govt, to oe 
the first to infringe their neutrality.
(1st S.L. 2359/25 to C. in C., H.F.)•
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Swedish Destroyers

To be handed 
Back.

Swedish destroyers are to be returned to 
control of Swedish crews. Inform 3.0. that 
reasons for return have been communicated to 
Swedish IT. A. C. in C. , H.P. arrange date 
and place of transfer. (V. C.IT.S. 0130/25 to 
C. in C. H.F.).

Re Adty. 0130/25. A s PS I LA TIER and ROMULUS 
are ready to sail request transfer may take 
place elsewhere and at sa le port as for 
PUKE and REMUS. Local conditions, lack of 
facilities, loss of prestige if white Ensign 
hauled down and Swedish colours rehoisted 
here render this desirable. (IT.O. I.C.
Faroes, 0725/25 to C. in C. H.F.).

Movements

RODNEY
VjUjIAITT

Your 095ii-/25 and my 1010/25. As disposition 
of Enemy heavy ships is now known, it is 
a ;> roved for RODNEY and VALIA.T to remain 
at Scapa Flow. (1 S.L. 1716/25 to C. m  C. 
H.F. ).

Submarines Position of submarines and movements at 
0600/26: , „
TRITOH, TRIDENT FrdHavet, S] SR C O.n, 
SEVER:: MBIT) 3030, RUBIS vicinity of PF3Y 
1352, H.31 A. 5. 1 H» 3U- in II. 2. , SEALIOi.
D'TUT A800 proceeding on surface to C.4* > 
SALMON, TRUA1T, SUIT’ISH vicinity of «JSTS 2020 
M3TS 3030 YT./Y 1030 respectively, all three 
proceeding on surface to Rosyth.

H.Iih in Gape E due Lowestoft 1315*

STURGEON leaves Blyth 1500 for A.5*
•/ILK leaves Dundee a.m. for Rosyth.

(V. A. S. 1849/25).

Operation Collar (Landing on French Coast).

Craft talcing part in Operation Collar are to 
be sailed from the Hamble River for Newhaven, 
Dover, and Ramsgate in accordance with 
arrangements to be made with you oy Lt. Cdr. 
Nicholls. (D.C.O. 1026/22 to C. i n C . , 
Portsmouth' .
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Operation Collar (Landings on French Coast) 
(Contd.)

Operation Collar may be carried out at 
your discretion. (D.O.D.H. 1023/24 to
V. A. Dover.)

Collar Force carry out Par. 4 C. of 
Operation Order ITo. 1 (V.A. Dover to N. 0.1.C. 
Ramsgate 171+6/22+).

Operation Collar completed. All boats 
returned. No casualties, no prisoners.
(V.A. Dover, 0739/25).

Operation 21/6 (to intercept SCHARNHORST).

1. Reference Daily Summary Naval Events 
Ho. 291 consider account of movements of 
18th C.S. most misleading.

2. Page 1 penultimate para. The danger 
from air attach which would have been 
avoided by a westerly coursebad no bearing 
whatever on ray decision to continue search to 
southward, request your authority for this 
statement.

3. When did the vital information contained
in your statement that 18th C.S. was to the 
southward of SCHARNHORST at about 2330 -
become available? It was not passed out ( c f t l  

me.. ^

4. On what authority is the statement made 
that our ships had been attacked continuously 
since 2030?

(C.S. 18 102^/25 to D.N.I.)

Note The account given in D. S. 291 was 
based on Daily Report for 1st S.L., as was 
also the account given in War Diary 
Situation Report 21/6.
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Demolitions

French attitude

Neutral vessels 
to be brought 
out. Destroyer 
to he cut out.

Demolitions

Destroyer not 
to he cut out.

Proposing 
operation be 
cancelled

25. 6.2*0.
Tuesday

HOME COMMANDS

Operations

Gironde

Intend to confine operation to sending 
T.B.D. Force into the river to destroy 
Pauillac Refinery and Floating Dock and to 
take anir ships lying off Le Verdon and 
Royan. Suggest that oil tanks at Bee d'Arnbes 
be destroyed by simultaneous attack from the 
air. (C. in C. , W.A. 1116/25 to Adty.)

Most Naval and Air Force Officers hope to 
continue fighting. But the country is on 
verge of famine due to bad food-distribution, 
reprisals on their families are feared, there 
is great lack of decision in high quarters, 
and any important destructions or demolitions 
here might drive French Govt, into anti-British 
attitude and might not be assisted by French 
Officers here.
(Reuqrt of FI. Lt. Smith on Gironde situation. 
S.O/I) Plymouth 1117/25 to D. IT. I.).

Your 1116/25. An attempt is to be made to br 
away all neutral vessels under armed guard, 
but not interfering with French LI. Vs; and to 
to cut the Destroyer. If the latter cannot 
be cut out she should be sunk after 
providing for safety of crew. (D.O.D.H. 
1257/25 to C. in C., W.A.).

My 1257/25. Force concerned is to be 
prepared to destroy oil stocks in Gironde 
river. Further instructions will follow.
(D..0.D(k } 1309/25 to C. in C., -7. A. ).

My 1257/25. Cancel para. 2 (as to Destroyer) 
(D.O.D(H) 11)00/25 to C. in C. , W.A. ).

My 1301. French ship DE LA Sa LLE reports 
situation serious. Making for Gironde at 
slow speed under escort. (C. in C., W.A. 
1527/25 to C.S. 2).

In view of need for immediate counter
offensive to present heavy U-boat attacks, 
propose Gironde Operation be cancelled and 
all"available destroyers be employed on 
A/S duties. (C. in C., W.A. 1651/25 to Adty.)
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Operations

Gironde (Continued)

Operation
cancelled

Your 1651/ 25* Para. 3 approved. 
(D.O.d Jh ) 1915/25 to C. in C., W.A. ).

Operation 
to continue

First Sea Lord at 2030/25 instructed C. in C,
W.A. to cancel Adty. Message 1915/25 
concerning Gironde Operation. (War Registry 
25/6).

My 21U4/25* HIGHLANDER and one other 
destroyer to R.V. with BROKE 270° Corduan 
Light 15 miles at 1800/26 and act under 
orders of R.A. Burgess Watson. (C. in C.,
W.A. 215U/25 to C.S.2).

Your 2110/25. VERSATILE, WINDSOR, VIVACIOUS, 
and VESPER detailed. (D. 21, 2212/25 to 
C. in C., Nore).

Iceland

2200 tons coal available at Reykjavik.
IT.O.I.C. Iceland reports Thingeyri in 
Dryafjord and Seydisfjord both very suitable 
for coal dumps.

Ref. am/121+9/22. 2 Battalions being landed
at Akureyi, and for consideration whether 
this place should be used instead of Dryaf jord. 
One Battalion will be landed at Seydisfjord. 
(Hd. of M. 2315/25 to C. in C. , H.F. )

Operation ITitwit

Carry out operation Nitwit tonight 25/26 June. 
Two LI.T.Bs and one U.A/S Boat at B.
Two M.A/S Boats at C. (IT.O.I.C. Dover, 1900/25)

M.T.B’s report weather unsuitable for, ITitwit 
and are returning to Harbour (BRILLIANT 
231+0/25 to N. O.I.C. Dover).
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HOME COMMANDS

Convoy attacked

Operations

Submarines

Small south-bound convoy escorted by one 
trawler and a/c at 57:55 IT., 5:7 E. attacked 
twice by SNAP] ER. Six torpedoes fired and 
one ship believed sunk.
(SNAPPER 1608/25 to Adty.).

t Operation Beetle

Organisation Beetle Appendix A para 4/c) 
sub. para.(3) as corrected by Adty. 2108/24 
is cancelled (D.8.D. 1951/25).

E/Bs reported

E-Boats

My 2037* Aircraft report in addition 
2 boats at 48:30 IT., 15:45 W. and 1 boat at 
57:34 IT. 15:50 W. at 2305/25- (C. in C. ,
W.A. 0034/26 to Capt. D.9).

f
E. boats have been operating from Boulogne 
and it is suspected they may have a camouflaged 
base inside one of the inner harbours, al
though no trace can be seen of this in very 
clear photographs (W. S.G. ITo 43)*

Air

Ene. y  Air Activity

At about 2300/25 aircraft crossed the coast 
at Yarmouth and in Wash area, and successive 
waves at Whitby, St- Abbs Head and Firth of 
Forth. (Air Min. D. S. 342).

Base of German 
M/L aircraft

There is definite evidence that Marx 
aerodrome at Barge, S.W. of Wilhelmshaven, 
and Borkum seaplane base are being used 
for minelaying aircraft, and there arb' mine 
stores at Cuxhaven, Eckernforde, Kiel and 
Wilhelmshaven, but these do not necessarily 
store magnetic mines. (W. S.G. No. 43).

Seaplane "bases in Holland see W. S.G. ITo. 43*
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HOME COMMANDS

Lining

Tees and Hartlepool are closed; and a 
suspicious area is reported off Sunderland 
(D.C.N. S. 296).

Further minelaying in the East Coast Mine 
Barrier was completed today (D.C. IT. S. 296).

One moored mine has been cut in the Would 
52:55:30 IT., 1:31 E. (F.O.I.C. Harwich 2103/25 
to Adty.)

% Enemy Intelligence

German Fleet

BISMARCK
TIRPITZ

Asking for latest dispositions of German 
Battle cruisers, cruisers, destroyers and 
Pocket Battleships, indicating which are 
ready for action and which under repair (C. in 
C. H.F. 0008/25).

Your 1227/25. BISMARCK was last located at 
Hamburg 18th May and. TIRPITZ at Wilhelms- 
haven 24/6 both completing. Location of other 
effective destroyers unknown. (D.D.I.C.
1356/25 to C. in C. , H.F. ).

f

Estimated 
dis: ipsition 
Fleet

SCHARHHORST believed in Kiel, damaged (by 
of aircraft attack, 2 hits, 21/6).

GNEISE17AU Trondheim 23rd/6, effective.
8" cruisers: 1 Trondheim 23/6.

1 Unknown. 1 may be damaged by
bomb.

MURNBERG and LEIPZIG: 1 at Trondheim 23/6.
1 unknown
1 may be damaged (by 

CLYDE 20/6).
K61LIT believed to be at Hamburg. Refitting. 
EMDEIT repairing at Kiel.

A;d m <**0-3CHEER Wilhelnshaven on 24/6. Refitting. 
LtjTZOW probably Kiel, damaged.
GRAF ZEPPELIN unknown.
Destroyers: 9 to 12 effective, 2 at Wilhelms- 
haven on 24/6.
(D.D.I.C. 1010/25, W.S.G. No 43).

Naval Bases in See W.S.G. No. 43* 
Norway

Your 1010. Where is BISMARCK? Also balance 
effective destroyers? (C. in C. H.F.
1227/25 to Adty.)

of
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HOIS C0I.1S. DS

Enemy Intelligence (Conta.)

NUBNBERG 
hit 20/6 by 
CLYDE

My 1756/2i|, para 4* C.O. CLYDE states ship 
attacked was almost certainly GHBISEITAU, and 
other ship roughly same size ship nay well 
have been SCHARIHORST. (V.A. S. 1139/25 to 
Adty.). It is possible that the ships were 
1 HIPPER and ITURHBERG and that the latter 
was hit (W.S.G. No. hi)

Hook Four 1500 ton vessel in harbour at Hook at 
1440, and three River Steamers 200 to 500 
tons at 50:38 IT., Ip: 17 E. at 15US- 
(Chatham 1745/25 to H.Q.C.C. ).

Stavanger
Empty

Reconnaissance of Stavanger shows no 
enemy warships. (R.A.S. 1823/25)•

Dutch, Belgian 
and H.E. French 
ports

Full description of present state, as far as 
known, is given In W.S.G. Ho* 43 Appendix I.

Hamburg, 
Kiel Canal

Description of damage caused by air re ids 
to date is given in W.S.G. Ho. 43 Appendix IV.

Stavanger Six M/Vs 2000 to 5000 tons, one small 
destroyer in dry-dock, and other vessels of 
smaller type observed by aircraft at 
1420/25. (Donibristie 1740/25).

Bergen ITo ships alongside; but six of 1000 to 3000 
tons at anchor in harbour, and one large tanker! 
8000 tons alongside 2 oil tanks.
Aircraft at 1503/25* (Donib ristle 1740/25).

50 Vessels 22^5/25 50 vessels varj'ing in size steering 
283° in 53:0 IT., 3:0 E. (H.Q.B.C. , T.H. I. 
2008/26).

...
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French M. Vs 
to be ::er.t to 
British

Ships not to 
no to French 
ports

SVEND FOYN

Area

North Sea

Channel

Western
Approaches

Horns Reef

West Coast 
Norway

HOME COMMANDS

Shippinn

Any further French M.Vs met in North Atlantic 
are to he sent hack to a British port uhder 
guard. (C. in C., W.A. 0241/25 to Ships).

All shipping of all nationalities is to he 
prevented from going to any port on the 
North and West coasts of France (Aaty. 
1531/25).

Ship reported hy aircraft at 1715/24 at 
50:58 IM 1:31 E. as like a train ferry now 
considered to have heen the Whale Factory 
Ship SVE”D FOYII. (V.A. Dover 0912/25 to 
Adty.).

,/eather

Wind

North: S.W. Mod.
to fresh. 

South: Light
variable.

West light.

W.N.W. Moderate 
to fresh.

N. E. light.

Visibility Outlook

G-ood. Similar.

Moderate. W. Moderate, 
visibility 
moderate to 
good.

Moderate
hazy.

Fresh wester 
ly wind. 
Visibility 
good.

Very good. Similar.

Moderate
hazy.

Light vari
able, 
moderate, 
visibility.

Ijo reports received, probable weather:-

S. to S.W. fresh. Moderate, Similar, the
to poor, visibility
coastal fog. improving.
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CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

Home Commands

CHARDE H.M. trawler lost in collision with
S.S. FOREMOST in Portsmouth Harbour on 21/6. 
(C. in C. , Portsmouth 1933/25 to Adty.)

H.M.C.S. collided with CALCUTTA at 2215/25 
at i+5: LjLi. II., 1:31 w. and cut in half.
Fore ■ art sank and after part sunk by 
RESTIGOUCHE. (F.O.C. 2 C.S. 2335/25 to 
C. in C., W.A. ) .

Plating torn below water and maximum speed 
18 knots. Returning to Humber. (Capt. D.20 
0501/25 to Adty.).

British 3554 tons, reported abandoned at 
Brest. (D.S. 295).

Spritsail Barge, 91 tons, believed stranded 
near Dunkirk (D.S. 295)*

2 destroyers. Although the German account 
mentions the battlecruisers it is probable 
the big ship was a HIPPER (W. S.G. Ho. 43) •

F .0.1.C. Mait a ' s 1815/19 GRAMPUS must_now 
be considered lost. (C. in C. , Med. 2353/25)*

heard of ODIH although she has repeatedly 
been ordered to acknowledge messages.

ESK In collision with Sheringham Light Float.

GLORIOUS, ORAMA. 
(sunk 8/0)

How appears that GLORIOUS was sunk by a 
HIPPER and EUHHBERg, ORAHA by a big ship and

ODIN V.A. Malta's 1815/19* Nothing further has be

ODIN is due at Alexandria 27/6) 
C. in C., Med. 2357/25)*



Y/nr L'j; ry_

a x  p o y x l  

x x o l u p i l i :
2 Destroyers

DUEEPX

Gi' r; JLtar

Prcncli Patrol

Casablanca

C, il

25» G*194G, 
Tuesday.

POUEIGU SJATI US

forth Atlantic

APJC P.GYAL, IIOCD, RESOLUTI IT an' all 
available destroyers r. isc sten; "or full 
speed. (D.C.D. (PJ to P.C.C.l...., OOOG/
2r.) Acknowledged. 5 destroyers available 
(f.O.C.U.n., 0116/25) Cancel y 0006/25.
Uevert .<■ to revi -;s notice.
(V.C.U.S., 0125/.5)

^ r T ’ \•’ r o e-— ^ Your 0050/25 (no" '.rage/1 V.A.) expected to
leave for Gibraltar OS00/25 uni ess delayed gp 
■by french n .val ut‘ erities re ;ardi g 
flotilla stores. (hATCH-i: to I.C.C.: .. 
0545/25)

four 2' 51/24. DUTEEx sailed for U.U. in 
convoy at 1300/24 wifi 1500 troops and 
civilian evacuees. Transport for Polish, 
air: on v.dll be ‘orovidcX as soon as nossi' -le 
(l.G.O.r.A., 0514/25)

Hooded :ith refugees in snail ships fron 
South Prance, have passed on 50Q. 400
still here, 500 suspected iron Oran tonight 
where french, refuse to accept their.
10,000 Poles and Czechs expected any tine. 
All require food. ITo suitable ships here. 
Can you urge fcdnty. to send ships with 
food for voyage at once. Situation lihely 
to beco e extra ely serious if s ips do 
not arrive quickly. Carr: t possibly allow 
Csec'is end Poles to land, and stocks of 
food being seriously depleted. (Governor, 
Gibraltar, to \Y.0., 0050/25;

In view of withdrawal of french patrol (see 
ny 1400/24) VELOX and KEPPEL are liable to 
atto.ck by Italian forces. Should they be 
ord red to return to Gibraltar? (l.O.l/C 
Gibraltar 0050/25 to Admty)

.Embark all Eritish navel, army and air 
force personnel and. report when you expect 
to leave for Gibraltar. Request french 
P-aval authorities to arrange e: ibarkation 
flotilla stores. (f.O.CA .... to Y/ATChll'l.*
0050/25)

CO"*' /four
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iQF-EiGi: staticits

Yorth Atlantic

Casablanca, Contd. Your 0050, ry 0345/25. 3ti.ll ashore
j.h.L.O’s Casablanca, Brest and si all 
dockyard staff. ; . .L.C. er g a. ;ed in c 
barkation of flotillj stores, v.’ishes i 
know if dockyard staff jic he should* c 
bark. Postponed sailing until 1300. 
tWATCHKAH do a. C .C.H.A* , 0800/25]

Arrangorients for flotilla store nade. Ky 
0300 L.ir.L.O. intends staying for the
present : 
1020/25)

‘or other re; (.,A O' ,

Straits Patrol Your 2030/25. 6 destroyers available
leaving Straits patrol held by n/S travelers 
only. U.O.G.::.^. 2320/25 to Aa.ty)

Contraband 
Control Yase, 

il r a l t a r .

J

Attention is drawn to conditions now pre
vailing with regard to contraband control 
base Gibraltar. If cargo is ordered to be 
seised there are no facilities to deal with 
it and the Ship -ill h ve to be sent to a 
United Kingdom Port with an armed guard. 
There are no Officers or ratings available 
for guards the base being reduced to lowest 
possible ini: u surplus perso el ’ ayh 
been absorbed for -uards and defence duties. 
(C.C.S.O. Gib. 1115/25 to .h.Y.)



f OREIGIT STATIGirS

South -a-tlantic

Sontli .-fricaii 
. . ; .h.

DORSLt's::iiffl

fstablish ent to be doubled, enablii g 134
officers end 1322 ratings to serve under 
Adrnty. and on loan to Seaward Defence 
-•'ores, fositicr on July 1 (details)
(II. 0 .1 . G., Simons torn 1802/25)

liy 1501/24, para. 1. (d) is inaccurate#
O.C. french armed guard misrepresented t' o 
facts. Danish Captain SELAKDIA has sworn 
an affidavit complaining of French, treat
ment end stating willingness of crew to go 
anywhere under Red Ensign Tout not under 
french flag. States crew vigorously anti- 
G e m a n  and uneasy about being in french 
power owing to present situation in 
france. (S.C.I., Cape Town, 1330/25, to 
G. in G. , 3.--.)

Is under your orders. (D.O.D. (i<‘) to C. in 
C., 3.--. 1255/25)

S.O. (1, Capetown 1501/24 Re est you will 
issue orders tc 3.1 .0. Simons town as 
expeditiously aspossible for all these 
ships (C. in C., 3.**. 1045/25 to Admty}

Your 1619/24 Approved. Ilotify french of 
your decision. (Admty. 1205/2-5 to IT.O.l/C. 
Simons town*)
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P O R m I  C-H s t a t i o n s

H e  d i t e r ranee,n

^ - t i t u a e. of S a w  H o g u e s  this m o r n i n g  and told h i m
l ^ c n c h  R o m e ' s  a c c o u n t  of A r m i s t i c e  w i t h  Italy.

-jc;;ues refused to "believe it; as, acti: 
on T e l e g r a m  f r o m  B o r d e a u x  ovt., yesterday  
h e  h a d  last n i g h t  issue'' p r o c l a m  t i o n  to 
-•orth A f r i c a  s a y i n g  no q u e s t i o n  of a b a n 
d o n i n g  IT. A f r i c a  w i t h o u t  a fi d t, that 
e v e n t u a l i t y  of m i l i t a r y  o c c u p a t i o n  by 
f o r e i g n  P o w e r  is excluded, and that Govt, 
is no t  d i s p o s e d  to c o n s e n t  to r e d u c t i o n  of 
f o r c e s  there. H o g u e s  sai d  E a v y  and u p p e r  
p a r t  of A v i a t i o n  w o u l d  no t  p l a y ;  ana that 
up to 2 2 n d  J u n e  Govt, i n t e n d e d  to n e v e  
f r o m  B o r d e a u x  to A l g i e r s .  (Ho 3 (billon) 
mil. m i s s i o n  1 4 1 1 / 2 5  to W a r  Office)
V i t a l  h e r e  to h n o n  a t t i / t u d e  of H o r n e s , 
w h o  h o l d s  k e y  to s i tuation. (iTo- 8 Is . J o n e s )  
mil .  H i s s i o n  to H o  3 L.H., 12G0/25)

H i t t  ell i,an s er H i t t e l h a u s e r  states has not c h a n g e d  his d e 
t e r m i n a t i o n  to c a r r y  on. H e  is f e e l i n g  
w e i g h t  of r e s p o n s i b i l i t y ,  d e c i s i o n  m e a n s  
b r e a k i n g  w i t h  his late chiefs P e t a i n  and 
J e y g a n d  e n d  that any m i n u t e  h e  W i l l  rece i v e  
t e l e g r a m  d e p r i v i n g  him. of his r a n k  and 
n a m i n g  his s u c c e s s o r .  I r e p l i e d  I felt 
sure that He w o u l d  re f u s e  to a l l o w  s u c h  a 
s u c c e s s o r  to e nter the country.
D i f f i c u l t i e s  w i t h  reservists. I s a i d  h o n o u r  
of P r a n c e  w a s  in his h a n d  an d  that the 
eyes of the w o r l d  w e r e  on him.

2. H i t t e l h a u s e r  l e a r n t  this m o r n i n g  that 
f r e n c h  f l e e t  in Alexandria, has r e c e i v e d  
orders to l e a v e  B r i t i s h  f l e e t  and come to 
Beir u t .  He w o u l d  lik e  i m m e d i a t e  r eply 
s h o w i n g  s i t u a t i o n  as b e t w e e n  B r i t i s h  and 
f r e n c h  f l e e t s  in A l e x a n d r i a .

L
5. G e n e r a l  is anxious about a l t i t u d e  of 
Hogues. He has cabled h i m  b u t  h a d  no 
reply. E a r l y  a s s u r a n c e  h e r e  w o u l d  help.

4. H i t t e l h a u s e r  anxi o u s  les t  B r i t i s h  take 
o v e r  this p a r t  of w o r l d  at end of war. I 
s a i d  h e  c o u l d  count on B r i t i s h  h o n o u r  but 
I t h i n k  a n  a s s u r a n c e  f r o m  h i g h  q u a r t e r s  is 
required.

5. There is t e n d e n c y  for d e t e r  i n a t i o n  to 
c a r r y  on to weaken. H i t t e l h a u s e r  has right 
idea bu t  is too old. (1415/25 Ho 8 (Jones)
Hil. --is si on, to C. in C., II.E.)
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EOP-alGIT ST,.TICE’S

M e d i t e r r a n ean. Contd.

a t t i t u d e  of 
f rench, '̂'ontd.

Tour 1 4 1 5 / 2 5 / 6  follov/ing f r o m  3 . of 3. f o r  
War. - i t t e l h a u s e r fs d i f f i c u l t i e s  
a p p r e c i a t e d .  A s s u r e  h i n  of our w a r n  ad- 
m ® r a t i o n  fo r  the c o u r a g e o u s  a t t i t u d e  he 
has t a h e n  up.

h o u  are a u t h o r i s e d  to c o n f i r m  to G e n e r a l  
h i t t e l h a u s e r  on h e h a l f  of H.h.G. the 
a s s u r a n c e  that y o u  h a v e  a l r e a d y  g i v e n  h i m  
in para. 4. of y o u r  telegram. (War Office 
0305/26, to ITo 3 hil. h i . s i o n .

I - ust a g a i n  repeat that un l e s s  st r o n g  
a u t h o r i t i v e  E m p i r e  G o v e r n  ent set up 
i m m e d i a t e l y  in f o r t h  A f r i c a  d a n y e r  of s i t 
u a t i o n  d e t e r i o r a t i n g  is real. D e f i n i t e  
signs of d e f e c t i o n  a m o n g  f r e n c h  r eservists, 
llorale v/ill r a p i d l y  d e t e r i o r a t e  of i n a c t i v 
ity cont i n u e s .  U r g e  h i g h  q u a r t e r s  to issue 
p e r s o n a l  s t a t e m e n t  to G e n e r a l  h i t t e l h a u s e r  
givJ rt. h a y  I b e  authijpised to
melee p u b l i c  s t a t e m e n t  if m o m e n t  o p p o r t u n e  
a n d  • ith liit tel ia u s e r fs cons e n t  c a l l i n '  on 
all to rall;r r ound c ommanders. (ITo 8. (lone 
--il. f i s s i o n .  1 6 5 0 / 2 5  to C. in 0., h i d d l e  
East)

G e n e r a l

hh£h]he.._nlihgt Tugs, etc., ex D a n u b e  to b e  s iled v.rith
f irst s o u t h b o u n d  A f r i c a n  Cnnvoy, to n i n g  as 
.any d umb l i g h t e r s  as can b e  t o n e d  at 10 
knots. (C. in 0., lied, no T . 0 . 0 . / 2 5 )

■Publicity R e c a p s t  r e c o n s i d e r a t i o n  of p o l i c y  of
b r o a d c a s t i n g  raid e m p h a s i s i n g  all B r i t i s h  
l o s s e s  b y  B.B.G. f o u n d a t i o n  of enemy 
p r o p a g a n d a ,  m i b a s s a d o r  s u p p o r t s  request. 
(Adm. S i r  i.orarc K e l l y  1 1 2 4 / 2 5 )

xvlgiers 4 B r i t i s h  ships s a i l e d  f r o m  idLgiers, o r d e r
j ust r e c e i v e d  p r o h i b i t  s m i l i n g  same due 
at -alkalis. R e l i a b l y  i n f o r m e d  this is on 
a c c o u n t  of h o l d i n g  some french, ships in 
B r i t i s h  ports. Ilaval a u t h o r i t y  s t r esses 
-'reach ITavy still ready to h e l p  h L l i e d  
s h o u l d  p e a c e  terms ih.il. T h e r e f o r e  is 
h i g h l y  imp o r t a n t  no i n c i d e n t  s h o u l d  occur 
to upset f r e n c h - B r i t i s h  accord. (3.11.L.O. 
A l g i e r s .  1 6 0 0 / 2 5  to Admty)
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f o e e i g i i 5 t ..t i o :;s

Pedi t errane:..n-Gener a l , O o n td.

C omnuni c at i ons G e y  rout o nly has b e e n  v;orking since 1 4 0 0 /
(E.O.I/C H a l t a  1 8 1 4/25)

ho co: - u n i c a t i o n  on *-ngl-hr n c h  Y//T 
r o u t i n e  s i n c e  0 4 0 0 2  a n d  no F r e n c h  s t a t i o n s  
h e a r d  w o r k i n g  (F.C. I / C  P a l t a  1 5 5 1 / 2 5 )

T u r k e y  ho c h a n g e  in T u r k i s h  att i t u d e ,  ho a c t i o n
f o r  present. P o l i c y  of p r u d e n c e  due en
t i r e l y  to f orce of c i r c u m s t a n c e s ,  (T7.A. 
-Ankara 1 9 0 0/25)

O p e r a t i o n s

S u b m a r ine C. in C., lied. 1951/25.
P a t r o l s .

Air

E n e m y  - l y i n g  
-•oats

S w o r d f i s h  
. t 1 -alta

(jTi i l  i  j_\Jj. _L

O p e r a t i o n a l  S u m m a r y  ITo 14 m e n t i o n s  6 
flying b o a t s  l o c a t e d  bomba hay. (k. 
R.A.lh, ....E. 0020/25)

Admty• hare ;reed that Swordfish aircraft 
of 767 Sqdn. now at .ialta are to cone under 
your orders for attacks in Sicily against 
(a) oil targets, (b) air targets e:;cept 
when required by 0. in 0., ~xed. , for other 
operations. Pending arrival of maintenance 
personnel referred to in Admty. 1926/24 to
P.O.I.G., Halta, every endeavour to be 
made to service these aircraft from local 
courses so that attacks can be started 
forthwith. (Air Pin., to a.^., ilalta, 1725/ 
25)

hnc:Intelli/;ence

6" cruisers, formerly at Taranto, are now 
probably at Tobruk. ('.Y.S.I. ho 2.)
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EOREIk. STATIONS

Iledite r r a n e a n -S h i p r i n g

Tliere has b e e n  no e v i d e n c e  y e t  that 
Italfn/i^i s h i p p i n g  has b e e n  p a s s i n g  e i t h e r  
s i n g l y  or in C o n v o y  b e t w e e n  I t a l y  end 
L i b y a  b u t  it is e v / i d e n t  that s u c h  t r a f f i c  
u u s t  e v e n t u a l l y  take p l a c e  in c o n s i d e r a b l e  
v o l u m e .

It is of v i t a l  i m p o r t a n c e  to d e f e n c e  of
that p a s s a g e  of troops and s u p p l i e s  

b e  s t o p p e d  w h e n e v e r  pos s i b l e .

■Vith m y  l i m i t e d  forces op o r t u n i t y  of 
d o i n g  this w i t h  s u r f a c e  forces w i l l  b e  fie 
ing.

e±-

S u b m a r i n e  a c t i o n  (corrupt group) to be 
o n l y  m e a n s  of e x e r t i n g  conti ual p r e s s u r e .

R e q u e s t  e x i s t i n g  i n s t r u c t i o n s  r e g a r d i n g  
atta c k s  on convoys and m e r c h a n t  ships b y  
S/LIs as l a i d  dow n  in k.C.b. H u m b e r  212 
L..'.V.a . " E " . E n v e l o p e  - S 2 m a y  be p u t  in 
a b e y a n c e  an d  S/ks be g i v e n  f r e e d o m  to 
a t t a c k  all v e s s e l s  e n t e r i n g  or l e a v i n g  

L y b i a n  ports. The I t a l i a n  
d e c l a r a t i o n  b r o a d c a s t  f r o m  R o m e  1 1 t h  J u n e  
that ships a p p r o a c h i n g  w i t h i n  30 m i l e s  of 
A l l i e d  C o a s t s  do so at t h e i r  ow n  risk an d  
p e r i l  m i g h t  b e  cited as a r e a s o n  f o r  d e 
c l a r i n g  a d a n g e r o u s  a r e a  on the L y b i a n  
coast. (C. in C., cd. 2317/25)

E a s t  indies

Convoy's J. in k ,  E .I. a n d  A i r  O.C. i n  C ., s a t i s 
f i e d  that convoys can p r e c c e d  R e d  Sea. C o n 
voys l e a v e  Suez an d  -nen at the sane tine 
and r e n d e z v o u s  f o r t h  P o r t  S u d a n  s t r o n g  
escort f r o m  x-aen and w e a k  e s c o r t  f r o m  Suez 
i n t e r c h a n g e  convoys at rendezvous, a i r  c o 
o p e r a t i o n  p r o v i d e d  f r o m  ^ d e n  an d  p r o b a b l y  
P o r t  Sudan. Co n v o y  c ycle 20 days. (C. in C. 
L-.E. 1 6 1 2 / 2 5  to W.O. Reed, b y  Adrnty. 0 8 2 7 /  
26)
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.-ony Kong 
Evacuation

Sj-nals
Heard

3t. Lav/rence.

Hartinic ue

r

SOiaiGII Sa.IIOKS

China

In event of e v a c u a t i o n  r e q u e s t  a u t h o r i t y  
to requisition f o r e i g n  s h i p p i n g  u n d e r  the 
right of A n g a r y  if t'nere are i n s u f f i c i e n t  
hritish ships available* (Cdr., H o n g  K o n g  
0517Z/25)

America H 'Vest Indies.

Intercepted signals heard bearing 120c 
IC. in C., a. ,7.1. 1005/25 to Admty*] Sane 
signal repeated bearing 130° from Bemud; . 
(C. in C,, a .V/.1. 0117/25 to Adr.ity)

h o u r  1532/21. E s t i m a t e d  _^elle Isle can 
b e  u s e d  by July 1. S h o u l d  e nemy a c t i o n  
d e v e l o p e  in ^'ulf of St. Lawrence, intended 
to p r o h i b i t  use of this r oute in o r d e r  to 
r e s t r i c t  a r e a  to be g u a r d e d  by our v e r y  
limited, n u m b e r  of p a t r o l  c raft 4 m i n e 
sweepers. (lT.S.II»vw. O t t a w a  to ^draty. 1 7 5 7 /  
25)

A d m i r a l  h o b e r t  *s a t t i t u d e  is w e a k e n i n g .  he 
s t i l l  av/aits orders fro . liordeauoc G o . v e m -  
m e n t  p a r t i c u l a r l y  f r o m  -m rlan. V i t a l  t h a t  
S r i t i s h  G o v e r n  lent lceep h i m  o f f i c i a l l y  i n 
f o r m e d  to m a i n t a i n  his spirit and in
f l u e n c e  h i s  f u t u r e  policy, K e ^  p a r t i c u l a r 
ly r e q uests o f f icial i n f o r m a t i o n  re (l) 
A r m i s t i c e  terms (11) I’r e n c h  C o m m i t t e e  in 
L o n d o n  (ill) (?3ombing B.ircraft) in h o r t h
Africa. (DULELHT 1836/25 to C. in C., A.Y/.l)|
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FCRblGR STATIONS

ITow Zealand

French
Papeete

irit. Consul a„t Papeete reports French. Uaval 
.ut ority requests inf o m a t  ion to whom to 
look for authority. They await :o---lly 
orders. (ITavy Office, Wellington-, 22052/25)

--ine off 
Uev: Zeal)and- 
Sur.i .ary

t

HECTOR
Raider

18/6. — oored mines v/ere revealed "by 8
sinking of 1TIAGARA in 55.53'3, 174° 54 *3, I 

• cf A. ̂  in;..: J;; ; I
shipping route. Two newly laid mines of I 
German. Origin v/ere subsequently sv/ept 3 I
miles further north. 23/6 4 mines v/ere §
reported in 360° 29f3, 175° 58 rE, i the I
Eastern approach to Ai&land, on the route I
for southbound shipping. (W.S.G.JT.C. 43) I

four 1818/24 (l) It is hoped to release 
RECTOR immediately present operations e,re 
co: pi eted.
(Ill Susp icious signals received by 
medium frequency D/F Stations from 19th 
June tc 20th June arr thou ;ht to indicate 
possibility of rendevous between r- ider 
and sun ly ship.
(Ill) ACKIIJES is at sea. investigating 
region of Kemadecs end v/ill be a.ssisted 
by flying boat Av/arus. HECTOR is pat
rolling to Eastward of Cool: Straits. 
(iT.Z.IT.b. 0538Z/25)



alMKIEQ 0* tt.S. (takkjbm)

GROSS TONS A ARMAMENT 12,040: in«d with 4" gun.

DATE AND TIME: 1450/28/6.

POSITION: 46*24*8. 16*6'W. About 500' from 8.2. Ireland.

SPEED: 8 knots.

ROUTE: Southampton to Aruba.

CARGO: In ballast.

IN CONVOY; Yes - doing Ho. 10 slg-sag - considered s very bad one.

ESCORT: Hons.

FATE OF CREW: 44 In all; 4 killed, some lnjufed

WEATHER CONDITIONS: Moderate at the time.

Four to five minutes previously, S.8. W18DS0H WOOD wa*
on portslde. She was the next ship to the SARAHAC, and ill

hands were therefore on deck looking for 8/M. She was suddenly attack 
on the port side aft In the stoke hole, just after putting the helikrd 
over. The explosion dislodged the gun. 2 boats got away In good wd«r. 
After boat launched later. The Captain’s boat returned later tbthe 
ship for some documents he had failed to destroy and also to get •«
extra provisions. 8/2 surfaced a quarter of an hour later when third
boat had got clear of ship and commenced to shell the ship especially 
the Slreleas Soon. 196 shells were fired but did not eucoeed In 
sinking. A second torpedo was fired and then some more. The 8/2 
orulsed around the ship. The aotual sinking was not seen, but 8AK6C 
was no longer visible some time after.

The weather subsequently grew very boisterous with a terrific 
aea. The Cepteln with seven men was 4 days In the boat. They had '*rf 
boat experiences" and 9 times nearly capsized. They were finally Pv**d 
up by s trawler, nearly "done In." Another boet wee picked up by t* 
same trawler 2 days later. The third boet was picked up by a 
dsstroysr 3 days latar. A number of trawlers thought to be t£sni*i 
were seen In about 10* fast longtltuda.

PATE: 13th July 1940. ltfrfC
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Ships Attacked

SARANAC

1 )S ,.0D

SAIT IfLORERTIITO

H.L.-'j. Tu iDIiV..
--rrived

TILIA GORThCi:

Dritish Tanker (12049 tons) torpedoed 
48.24 IT., 15.05 ¥ abput 270 miles Y/.S.W. 
of Lends End at 1408/25. In outv/ard- 
bound convoy OA 172 (7.C.1T.3. 296) 4G.24*IT 
15.05*W (Yalentia Radio 1413/25) 50. 40*IT., 
13.30*77., (Devonport W/T 1358/25 Lands End 
Radio 1515/25)

British (5395 tons) torpedoed 48.24 IT., 
15.05 W bout 370 miles 7/.S.W. of Lands 
End at 1408/25 In outv/ard bound convoy 
OA 172 (V.C.R.S. 296) Yalentia Radio 1413 
25, Land’s End Radio 1515/25)

British Tanker (12842 tons) torpedoed about 
370 miles .7.S.77. of Land’s End at 1^08/25 
In outward-bound convoy CA 172 (V.C.N.S., 
296) (Yalentia Radio 1413/25) 48.24’ IT., 
15.05*7/. (S. PLORENTINO, 1353/25) (Land’s 
End Radio 1515/25)

Reported toi’pedoed 20/6 has arrived un
damaged ’A.S.Y/.D. 294-)

'
Swedish 1776 tons torpedoed in British 
territorial v/aters June 25. Crew of 19 
saved. (Swedish reports quoted by 
Transocean 1900 G. .7. 26/6)

Submarines Reported

CRUX

D.B., unknov/n enemy unit, 57.1C., 2.50’ a 
unreliable fix. (D.D.I.C., 0850/25)

Cancel my 1513/25 (reporting enemy sub
marine) Return to your convoy. (C. in C., 
W.A. 1647/25 to YOLUi.TEER, V/KIRLV/I1TD)

50.40. I., 13.30 7/., reliable fix. (C. in
C. W.A., 1526/25)

D. E., 51.30 IT., 13.00’W Unreliable fix.
(G. in C., W.A., 14-03/25)

48.24 ’IT., 15.05’ J., reliable fix (C. in C., 
,7. A. 1513/25)

D.I'., 55.10’IT., 11.40*71., unreliable fix, 
probably/' U-boat (D.D.I.C., lv.08/25)

Patrol land at Porta Delgada sighted S/lf 
on surface which submerged. (IT.A. Lisbon, 
1952/26)
Norwegian reported sunk (A.l) 2345/25 
off Portugal, 36.53 ’IT., 14. ./., 268° St. 
Vincent 240* (I.C. 0494/40)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & AILING

3stimatedU/B dispositions

MAKIS

HACATJA
Stranded,
SQnic.

1 in Binisterre ---re a
2 in Bay of Biscay
2 in Western Approaches and 1 passing 

through from Binisterre area homewards.
1 in about 55.1011. 11.40 W at 0916/25 

homeward bound.
1 N.W. of- Ireland outv/ard bound.
1 S.W. of Hebrides homeward bound.
1 N.W. of Hebrides outward bound.
1 Italian U/B off Cape Spartel 1205/24 

probably returning to Hediterranean*
(B.D.I.C. 1210/25)

Greek, reported in press mined off south 
coast of Sicily. (V/.S.I. No 2)

Submarines Attacked

lly 0806/24. Diary rev als that Italian 
U-Boat LIACALLE struck reef and sank on 
14/6. Exact disposal of crew is still 
obscure from evidence so far avail;
(C. in C., E.I., 05312/25)

Mediterranean
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SITUATION RSPQRT

Trench fleet

Reports from various French ports show 
that spirit and intentions vary from urgent 
desire to ‘'fight on" to despondency and a 
desire only to obey orders of French Govt. 
Long period uncertainty and inactivity is 
undoubtedly having had effect on Officers 
and crews. The former, who are all 
ilightened for their families, need 
vigorous lead from a prominent Trenc’iman, 
preferably from Trench territory. The 
example of Alexandria, where Adniral 
Godfrey was apparently thankful when his 
request to sail his squadron ?;as refused, 
would show them not displeased at having to 
bow to "force raajeure", but naturally 
prefer to remain under Trench colours.

The discipline and morale of crews is 
considered doubtful in any cases, trough 
engagement with enemy night change this. 
Senior Officers harp on obedience to orders 

Government and if no lflad is 
forthcoming, Trench ITavy seems more and 
-lore resigned to its fate, though refusal 
to hand over ships to the enemy appears 
probable.

The Germans have obtained Trench Naval 
codes and are issuing instructions to the 
Trench Navy and Narine purporting to cone 
from Admiral Darlan. It can be assumed that 

^  this procedure has been used since 20/6.

NNDKIuJ. has been ordered by Admiral Ollive 
to leave Casblanca. She sailed at 1300 and 
is patrolling outside territorial waters. 

-f.N.L.O. Jrest who was also ordered to 
leave, is on board WATCmAN.

RICHELIEU and TLEURET (destroyer) are 
steering towards Dakar, to which port Trench 
Adniral DmS&nr has informed C. in" 0., 3. 
that Admiral Afrique recalled her during 
the afternoon.
DORSETSHIRE has reverted to the orders of
0. in C., S.A. Her V/alrus aircraft is down 
in the sea and HERNES left Dakar 1700/26 to 
assist DORSETSHIRE to search for it.

E. .ILS DENTIN is at Martinique. DUNEDIN is 
at Martinique and TIJI is natrollinr of-”
Tort de Trance. * b '

The S/i; IL’iRYAL entered Ralta, and ishes to I 
fight under General de Gaulle.
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SI THAT I IT REPORT

Prance

26.6.1940.
leanesday

bvacuations, 
Sete jand 
Port Vendres

Plie evacuations from Sete and Port Vendres 
ipp ardently completed* and VELGX and 

□2.EL  are returning to Gibraltar*.

R«A. Burges Watson in BROKE, with N- 
■̂ UISjIER and WINC1NSL3EA arrived in the 
Gironde today and are rounding up ..nd des
patching neutral vessels.

r\

The Admiralty has 
all nationalities 
going to any port 
coasts of france.

ordered that ail ships of 
ate to he prevented from 
on the North and Vest

Patrols

Prench
Aircraft

Invasion

Raid on U..

AIR

19 anti-invasion patrols were flown at 
davm and dusk, and 16 A/3- patrols were 
carried out over the Northern areas during 
the n o m i n g  and repeated in the evening.
A standing patrol was maintained over 
Boulogne-Cap Gris Nez- Calais area.

Reliable information has been received th t 
604 i’rench aircraft and some 1650 
personnel have been evacuated from P rance  
to North Africa.

There is nor; sufficient evidence to 
justify the conclusion that attack by dive 
bombers in force, protected by fighters, 
may be expected shortly, though not 
necessarily as part of a sea or air borne 
invasion. (C.I.C. Report No 26)

between 2230/25 and 0400/26 successive 
waves of enemy aircraft crossed trie coast, 
bombs were dropped at several places from 
the Tyne (in the sea), Lincolnshire,
Uarwickshire, to Hampshire. Damage was 
slight. 5 enemy aircraft were shot down.

-lEinr;
There v/as much activity off the bast C o a s t  
last night, and mining activity is sus
pected.

magnetic mines have been exploded off 
xortsnouth, Yarmouth and Hartlepool. Tees 
Sunderland and Hartlepool are closed.

RUBIS reports that she completed mine
laying operations off the coast of Norway

(f P.*o).
/today



SITUATI.II REPORT

Ilininrc-Contd.

today, and is returning to Dundee#

British Magnetic mines have been laid in 
the Rode de Dunkirk and between the heads 
of the breakwater at Boulogne#

Troon Convoys

S • o • j-u .BBS with Troops for Iceland, in co. "any with 
ARGUS and 2 destroyers, which were ex
pected to arrive early today, has been de
layed 20 hours by bad weather#

Casualties

GrRAi EE US was overdue yesterday from patrol and must 
be considered lost.

German Preparations fcR invasion

Aircraft reconnaissance today reported onl 
6 merchant ships in Bergen harbour and 6 

merchant ships and other small craft at 
Stavanger. from the beginning of the Nor
wegian invasion there has always been 
between 30 and 40 ships in Bergen harbour 
and Pudde Piord. Since 21/6 the number of ‘ 
ships at Stavanger has increased.
'-'here is no direct evidence bearing on the 
possibility of immediate invasion# (C. I. C. 
Report Ho 27)

Italian Hostilities

Submarine
destroyed

hi:.'GSTOH attached an Italian U-boat with 
guns and depth charges in the southern Red 
Sea at 17UC/26 and considers that the sub
marine was probably destroyed#
There ware 5 air raids on halta today, 
slight damage was caused to Kalafrana, Hal 
Par and Luca .aerodromes. The dockyard was 
also attacked and a school at the dockyard 
slightly damaged.
3 Italian destroyers R e e f e r d a y  bombarded 
the road near Solium. The road was poch- 
. larked but the^asphalt was not damaged#
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We dsn ad« j«

s.s ;;  1

bib os.j, op bp: ;• rci: ple: ,t

'/our 0131/25 Armistice clause ■■■ 1:
as received from the Brcnch 
o. e I tali n  t e n -3 we heve ju 
yet presumably they must be

c c t m  
di^very

see, forces 
i .erent fro:

he B.3.C.
tie sane. Before .. .

/o v /  c‘l21 come to a_ decision it is essential that 
k e true terns should be known. In -the meantime 
french ships must be prevented fro:., sailing. (1st, 
-°rd 0255/16 to G. in C., Med.)

RICl-ZEVilEU H.M.G. decided RICHELIEU is to be captured and taken 
i::.o a British port, every stew to be taken to 

bloodshed, no more force to be used than 
neces':ar„ , unpleasant task to be carried out in as 
considerate a, manner as possible.

( j 3(,cof RIC as ...... am unitidu but no
.ain ar. : vent ; a ait ion on boar'/.

(•-, •‘•iter PIC....ELIE7 located preferable she..3hould be 
captured by 1.OP so that she is faced by over
whelming force, but if risk that she may be lost to 

oof Ox : KC OP arrives or if sne is eia eavc " rinr* 
to enter neutral port such as La Lus, D0RSST3KIP.E 
should take action.

(4) Hollowing procedure to be followed as far as 
possible:

l C'; PnCInlLiEU is to be taken to Gibraltar (1st 3.L. 
0345/26 to V..

JBih: ;.:.i leaves Casablanca she is to be inter
cept ec-. U". . -tiS1.. xjUxlL'i:. She is tuen to be brov. at 
i: to ..ibraltar, the procedure outlined in A d m i r a l t y  
nes-age 0045/26 being followed generally. If inter
cepted. in sub::: rine waters JEAI7 BART may be instruc
ted to proceed to Gibraltar before being boarded, 
i*— -• « memos : « „ our d.ispos .1 are to be concentrated 
on locating JEALi l.i:T and preventin : her -ettii"- 
through the Str its. (1st 3.L. 0346/26 to^P.C.GA___)

In- (2 corrupt groups) Adty’s 0345/:6. para two. 
RICHELIEU worked day and night embarking 15 inch 
. .unition before leaving Erest. Amount on boe rd 

uncertain but un trial not yet co: pi te.

Consider probable that Captain liars in of RIC /LIEU 
would oin us given the chance. (E.: .L.O. 3-res* tofos ' 26) 7

/host i: orta: t. . .. .
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PI3R03AL _0_: DREUCII__i LL3T Contd.

•JEAN FifitRTT

^::;*L,C*S hatre earliest possibleinformation if RICHELIEU j
willingly or not. captured and whether

° h E /3 ? f S f  B t t t i  a t  C a a a b la a ca *
*ando -ron -jreso j med ship 24/6 orobahl ' : 
accommodation only. Considered unlikelv sailv.'i 'hin ne::t nours. iV/AfCi: 1130/26J

R i c h e  l i e  o  .
I ill afloat at 1130 sene

•- h ie  to l o c  .t her. In vie • c ’

westvmrdto intercept RICHELIEU assumin' her to°
oc ste --imp to southward. Mg nos i t  ion course 'end

! 17c 321 »es taotSit-DU.bEj.bifERa 12o 02/j6 to Adty)

1 Dakar tb^t EICHELIED and
-DKLasT hare been ordered by

? ™ rn vf£ri'<iaf t0 return to Dakar. FEBUSBT sailed from Dakar just before RICHELXKT yesterday 3 5/e.
1253/-jo to Adrxt")

If 1429 Enemyr s
1451/26 to free

%  1429 -mttles
astern. (DORSET,

> C " ' I Q  T D - . O - J  J. O

* re: ;cv,wn)
j f ron

If RICIIELIEU i 
J 1255, is ac

confident th t 
set all local 
against us and 
he in a diffic 
steam nith all 
soon as ready.

s returning to Denar, as reported in 
ticn still to he taken hy 
instructed in your 034o1 I an 
any such interference will definitely 

authorities and people in ;en m l
ships at present in Dakar would 

elt position. ISPiUS is raisin •
. esp: „ch and will proceed to se a,s 
m. ii C . , 1512/26 to Adrxty)

0345/26. Supplementing iiistructi ns lr 
sent co : uni cat ion to he made to .14 fjliiu it

-Itj. s . ,oo< i i if oe .ieve he would do his 
utmost to fulfil his pledge that no unit of the 
-- ..-C.. StLeet sh< 11 fall, into enemy h« nds. Ix • -.’igt 
however he observed that under the armistices now" 

with trermany and Italy, French n val vessels

 ̂“ h i m  control, i.e. he handed over as fi'hti' r* 
Units to German;' and Italy.

t>i. t h a t  oi .exit<
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DISPOSAL 01.- r; laTCH RLE ,T COntd*

1’rom that moment Admiral Darlan will no longer h .vs 
t.sc power, though he would no doubt have the 
inclination, to carry out his pro ise, and we should

declarations, which are obvious! valueless*

iherefore, in takir ; steps to prevent French ITaval
,

Govt, are not only endeavouring to safeguard 
-;ieir vital i: t rests, out are also givinv Admiral 
D- rlan the op ortunity to fulfil his pledge.

g *- • ■" nnt are quite prepared to discuss the
of French naval units and are only con- ■ 

ceruse to nave absolutely secure that in execution 
of the armistice Terns no unit of Fr nch Fleet 
snould fall into G-sman or Italian hands.

(Adty. 1537/26/ to V.^.A.)

I-y 1400/26. Froi later 
ray aircraft is down in ; 
00* Forth 016s 30* West 
I c;. renaini: • i: tore'
DORSETSHIRE 1640Z/26)

information 
approximate p 
driftin'- 150 
v.ri th ..IC. ELIEU.

it is ptobable 
osi ion 018°
0 two knots.

DORSETSHIRE reports having sighted RICHELIEU 1450 
Zone plus 1 in position 017° 45T Forth 018° 20* 
best course and speed 190°18 knots. HERMES is 
sailing 1700 today Wednesday with orders to search 
for aircraft from DORSETSHIRE or fly off strikh - 
force if necessary. (C. in C., S.A. 1705/26)

ky position, course anc speed are at 1630 Zone plus 
One 01?°*21* Forth 018° 22* West* 170° 15 knots". 
nICi:diilRU in easy .VS distance. Relations apoear 
cordial. Her gun not trained on sight(ing)She 
regretted unable to comply with my re uest to co
operate in search for my aircraft” Owing to her 
having no aircraft on board but she telegraphed to 
Dakar for French plane to assist. In view of her 
declared intention to proceed to Dakar am 
presuming you would not wish me to apply paragraph 
three of your 0345 26th June. Intein ‘ to follow 
RICHELIEU as ordered by Dakar. (DORSETSHIRE 173GZ/ 
26)

Your 1125/2/26. 
DORSETSHIRE)

Shadow o ly. (Adty 1S02/26 tc

/Or ......
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JE. ART

26.6.194C.V/e files day

DISPOSE  OP PREIICH I'Ljg3T Contd.

-our 2055/24 (1055/25 intended) I consider there is 
no prospect of such an eventuality and shore
defences v/ould definitely take necessary action 
against any -tostile action on our port. Opinion in 
-_.aval military and Civil circles has h. raened in 

■.r ci obedience to Bordeaux, Govt#, (C. in C. 
b_. 1605/26 to -duty)

- rencli submarine IL-iEVAL from Susa brought into 
harbour. Hiu not want to fall ii to hands of enemy.

Cer; :ir:„ has o ̂ french codes end .re oc.ss i: • out 
messages in french codes purporting to come^from 
•Admiral Darlan. Have scon Harlanrs last apparently 
^cnu.nc on ~r o n . • -j/ 6 which fi ishes "by sayii
' whatever he orders received never abandon to 
enemy a ship of v: r intact" (f.O.I.C. -alta 1355/26 
to C. in C., Hed.)

%  0546/26. Orders regarding JihuT DART stand, hut
will he made foi~ ■ 

tE:cn to a port in U.II. and not Gibraltar# (V.C.N.S# I . . .  1

f

W\



EXTRACT
A

M O S T  S E C R E T

MESSAGE

Prom Admiralty

IMMEDIATE

AIDAC

To P.O.C.N.A.
repeated V.A.A. 382 
RESOLUTION 
C. in C. Med. 
WATCHMAN

If JEAN BART leaves Casablanca she is to be intercepted by RESOLUTION. 
She is then to be brought into Gibraltar, the procedure outlined in Admiralty 
message 0345/26 being followed generally.

If intercepted in submarine waters JEAN BART may be instructed to proceed 
to Gibraltar before being boarded. All the means at your disposal are to 
be concentrated on locating JEAN BART and preventing her getting through 
the Straits.

0346/26
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EREHCH ILGET

The following e ignals are py-eeio ed in 
Operatici:ie Volurnos- 7 ^  ,1 S(9 _

lie JTDIT DART, Admty. 0345/26, 0546/26, 1537/ 
26, .108/26, WATCH U T  2015/26, 1130/26.

Re RICHELIEU, Admty. 1255/26, 1902/26, C. in 
C., 8..,. 1512/26, 1705/26, DORSETSHIRE, 1230/ j 
26. 1451/26, 1456/26, 1640/26, 1730Z/26.

LLARII Report if BEARIT and/or JEAHHE D ’ARC arrived
JE ~3A  .JM ; C  at Martinique (1st S.L. 0258/26 to DUHEDIN)

Report if HEARII and/cr JEAIIIE D ’ARC arrive at 1
Cafblanea (1st 3.L. 0259/26 to WATCKMAll)

A
RICHELIEU If you have not located RICHELIEU by daylight

25t:i you are to search for RICHELIEU on the 
asou tion she -/ill pass between Gran 
Canaria and *-frica at a speed of between 15 
and 20 knots. The above is subject to any 
information you .ray receive. (Lst S.L.
0046/26 to DORSETSHIRE)

H y -0046/26. If RICHELIEU has not been lo
cated by DORSETSHIRE or HER 133 by dusk on 
the 26th you are to take DORSETSHIRE and 
HETTIES under your orders and organise a 
search to locate her* If she is located she 
is to be unobstrusively shadowed pending- 
receipt of instructions which follow. (1st 
S.L. 0047/26 to Y.A.A)

Admiral Dakar has informed me that he.has 
receivedinstructions from Ad: eir^ai Dari an to 
tell me that . . Ships at Dakar 'is contrary 1 
to terms of Armistice. Ihave informed him 
that I must remain here until I received 
further instructions from Admiralty, and 
.have asked him to obtain assurance from 
-amir; 1 Dari an th ,t while I.- . Ships are not 
allowed to use port base, the enemy also 
will not be allowed to use it.
I feel confident that there is a deternin tioijl 
that no Trench warship at Dakar, including 

RICaELIEU, will allow themselves to He 
surrendered to enemy.
All H.I1. Ships at Dakar have steam, at short 
notice.

Casablanca Ordered by admiral Ollive to leave Casabl non
Sail at 1300 and will patrol outside 
territorial waters. Oil fuel remaining 
:30 tons (WATCHl-If 1400/26)

'Ul
 V'J



2G.6.1940. 
V/efines day.

TREES.: RLEET

To further our policy of obtaining effective 
c - o : jr,;:on of units of -'rone - Eavy point

iii c o n ta ct  taat we have evidence to show 
Germans ; .ve obtained. 1‘rench .. val codes and 

iy suing instructions to t ie french Lav

Earlan. -t can be assumed that this pro
cedure has been ”3ed since 20/6. Under 
- use circui :st. oes policy of wait inn to 
eceiveK or rs from Admiral Uarlan can 

enl̂ , result in playing still further into 
German In nos.

iessa ~e datedr !
20t: June finished by saying- "Whatever be 
the orders received never abandon to the

a ship of war intact*, (A.C.rr.s. (f) 
1910/26 to ...I.G.9, h .0.G.IT.A. )

That rn:aunition is on board JEAIT 3AET? 
(E.O.C.H.A* 1212/26] ..eply. Armament is 
co.mlete. unlikely any ammunition is on 
board. (D.C.D. (l) 0201/27 to h.0.0.17.... )

m -

hy balrus down in  approx 1 7 .5 5 * : :  1 7 .  20*17 
at  1200 Z and reports can keep a f l o a t  
aoout 7 .lours. Gan you heln? Wind from 
350° 26 knots (DORSETSHIRE 140GZ/26 to

-03, .. .xi.3. AIfk,TROSS)
DORSE ?S is to revert to your orders.

}2. If RICHELIEU sails again from Dakar she 
is to be shadowed. (V.7. .3. 2106/2G to 
^ . i—  G«> S .xi.)

—y 0047/26. Return to Gibraltar.

2. In view of attitude ;f hr.nch it is 
desirable that Swordfish referred to in 
_.0.C.U.K.'s 1956/26 only should be em
barked during passage. (V.C.E.S. 2107/26 to

LIy aircraft reported RICHELIEU in 19.23*17 
18.52*W at 0730 Z plus 1 steering 10. 13£ 
kitrts. Aircraft nafie faced landing. Intend 
to try locate aircraft and if unsuccessful 
at 1130 to continue search for RIChELIEU to 
westwards. Request further instructions. 
(DORSETSHIRE lf25/Z/26)
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FRL2hf: _ T.EET

RICHELIEU Contd.

lasablanca

DEAEiJ
J___1.E Dh^.C

?aka: infor-ls ne DICHELIEU and 
Y /  (aestroyer) Rave been ordered by

ue to return to . U R E r
fp . f?om Jakaf just before RICHELIEU 25/3 (C. m  C., S.A.) (1255/26)

One battleship bearing 020° distance 3 miles
o23 (DORSETSHIRE 1429/26)

RICHELIEU informs ne she is en re te for 
Dakar (DORSETSHIRE 16302/26)

P°sition course and speed at 2200 zone 
s » 8  »ne_0X5° 54* North, 017° 58* West"
T i° -nots. R_C.mLIEU 168° one mile.
Intend to enter harbour after her at approx
imately 06aO zone plus one nd re uisition 
15 hundred tons of oil fuel. Ry aircraft
(DORSETSHIRE ^  Q0/ rated-

Gone el my 1902/26.
Cease shadowing and search for your .'/airus 
(D.O.D. (p) 2215/86 to DOSoDToaIRS) ”irUS’

- was today req(tested to leave C .30.01 ner 
end have embarked in ,/AIC hlAII.

/nen taking leave of Admiral Delaborde he 
informed ne he anticipated proceeding to 
^Igiersoo take charge of demobilization of Drench Fleet.

beDearly all officers nor believe leet will 
allowed to remain under their coifrol in 
colonial. For^s uno. this ias led to decre. se 
of enthusiasm among Junior Officers.

Formed impression that no orders for action 
contemplated for French Battleship JE hi b a r t  
or other French ships at Casablanca.

(h. .L.O. -.rest in Y/aTCIOl'h. 2015/26)

Rex. A duty. 0259/26. B.R.ij.O. Casablanca 
believes these ships were ordered to Jest 
Indies. (Y/ATClLhd: 1745/2 c)
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HGi L  CO- ‘ AlIDS

Defence of U.K.

A3 Telegram. 1905/25 from Sir. H. Kelly to 
Admty. ..dd that Turks expect attack on 
South coast of Ireland; and that for attack 
on England many fast Speed-^oats will be 
used. (IT.A* Angora 1549/26 to D.I7.I.;

Meeting su jested of C. in C., More, D.C.D 
Admty. Air Officers Commanding, and possibly 
C. in C.s Portsmouth, Plymouth, Rosyth, end 
7.A. Dover, to be held in London to discuss 
details of preparations against invasion. 
Suggest xi. dmty should arrange (C. in 
More 1736 26 to Sec. Adnty.)

Request inform m  whether R.-n-.F. aircraft u 
use lighting of 'Themes to «. of Southend.
If not, propose to extinguish Thames Lights 
as being useful to enemy aircraft.
(C. in C., More 2205/26 to A.il.V. 16

Policy

It is under consideration to base cruisers
on Tyne. Can up to three ships of
SOUTLALfTOIT class berth in Tyne without in- 

'
immediate notice for sea. (D.0.DUO) 1459/26 I 
to F.O.I.C. Tyne)

I
draught under 21 feet. (1T.C.I.J. Tyne 0730/
27 to -* • ty) ■
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HOHE COI L AIIDS

- -overrents

Turkish minelayer Ho 2 to he sailed as 
soon as possible independently to free- 
torm. (Hd. of H. 1303/26 to C*. in C., 
Portsmouth)

Position of Submarines 0600 26th June.

(.0 Tv/o CXRR 3030
(B) One G.L.

(c) One . ...>. _.. D . 3 030.

(D) One Vicinity P. .J.V. 1352.
(E) One A. 5.

(h) One II.2.

(G) One D.K. 4800 procleedinv G.4.

(H) One J.3.T.S. 2020 procleediny on surface
Rosyth.

(I) One *' n TJ Q • ± • . . • O • 3050 proc:eeding on surfe.ce
Rosyth.

(J) One vicinity . . . . 1020 proceeding
-Lioivestof t.

(L) One leaves Blyth 1500 for ~̂ .5.

(...) One leaves Dundee I-..- . for Hosyth.
(D.C. 0225/26)

Submarine positions 0600/27 THITOIT Ti.IDhhT 
-To«# Havet RDBIS k.^.T.3. , roceedj
on surface to Dundee SIIvPPBR G One SEVBR1T 

.i:.d . 3030 s:,; î o h : .d .r .u . 4500 Pro
ceeding submerged to 0 4, H  31 A 5,H 34 in 

, . • • • . - rocending sub
merged to A£ SAlilCII TRUIJTT SUUI’ISH due 
Hosyth a. from Worth Hast. L.25 
exercising West of Hoy. L26 escorte 
ITetherlands Torpedo Do t Z5 leaves Dundee 
p.m. for Scapa. TALI SI AIT escorted by
II.10GEN from Livernool arrives Clyde a. . 
(V.A.S. 1944/26)
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40:12 GO! I LARDS

Prance

Dieppe Entrance of Harbour blocked by wrecks. Ho 
sign of enemy activity and no gunfire en
countered. Aircraft report at 1300/26.
(Chatham A.C.H. > 1514/26 to H. ,.C.C.)

Gironde Cancel my 2154/25 (n.C. /. .. 0347/26 to 
. .O.C. 2 C.3.)

Operation Collar

As sequel to Operation Collar request an 
extensive smoke screen be laid by aircraft 
tonight of tomorrow at dusk about 2 f off 
coast between Boulogne and Le Touguet. 
Object, to induce enemy to believe an 
attack imminent. (D.O.D.k. 1743/26 to V.A. 
Dover)

H.H. Bri'qade

Operations

All LI/T equipment, stores, and person.el to 
be embarked in 4 Personnel ships and one 
U/T ship expected to arrive Milford Haven 
26th; and notice of Brigade to be reported 
for sailing after embarkation completed. 
(D.O.. .4. 0001/26 to P.O.I.C. Milford Haven)

Hartlenool 
Tees.

uinim

Second nine detonated at 1503 at 54.41’ ;3*1.' 
1.7*12"W Port of Hartlepool still open. Port 
o' Tees closed til swept. (IT.O.I.C. Hartlepo< 
1740/26 to D.l .3.)
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Ear Pi; -r;/

Cmihaven

Rotterdam.

Enemy Ii .telligence

At 0015/26 two b/V’s about 8000 tine 3yr 
I.V.7, of Cuxhaven steaming 90° up Elbe; and 
at 0105/26 one cargo ship about 6000 tons 
stationary end blacked, out, at r/° 0*17 
3° 25’E I 0300/27)

xs.t 1315 many Barges and 3 cargo vessels in 
harbour, and one small Destroyer anchored 
in river. Rany Barges on Rhine between 
I'ijmagen and Emmerich, some : lovin--’ West. 
(T.h.I. 0300/27)

,t 2252/26 si:: s: .all ships at 53° 22' IT 2°
E at earning West in line ahead. (K. .B.G. 03-06 
/28)

Three s. .all vessels steeri: ; 090° in line 
abreast observed, at ,' 6 t 53* *

. .c. 2113/27}

*  #
__
_\_

__
_:_

__
__
__

a__
i__

__
__
__
__

___
_:_

_
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FRAS3R
CALCUTTA

5 4 6

26. .1 40.
V/edues day

C^iSUALTILC AID JZLJJT3

CALCUTTA e::pec'ts to arrive 0845/27 vritli 
Officers and 30 Rati: 73 survivors fron 
. .C.3. P_AS3R. Request LertV. ^loivside 

unc er cr.ne as there is :rec]:age to "be 
lifted from forecastle and only one bov/er 
anclior remaining -hich nay be fractured. 
(0.3.2. to C. in c., 2105/36)
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P 0131 GIT STATIC! '3

TTorth i-tlantic

lestroyg rs

Polis'i Ships

Actity 2336/25. 5 destroyers v;ith V.A. (a )
leaves only one available for screening 
PPSOLUTI IT until return of ICXPPIL .-aid 
7SL0X errpected late toni ;ht. A ordering 
T.A. (;*} tp proceed with 4 o ly. (P.O.C.l.--. 
1102/26)

Adity. 2249/24. Prench Authorities are
7

to Gibraltar slior Iv. .L.C. Casablanca
1516/26)

JExinis d i t r c
Pel Admty. 0252/lC re 13EAR1T an JE *
.1.1.L.C. Casablanca believes these ships

ordered to West Indies. (WATCHMACT 1745/
26)

A  .s' To lane a
Ordered by Admiral jQllive to leave CAsablancaj 
Sail at 1800 and will p; t-rol outside terr- 
torial waters. Oil fuel regaining 250 tons.
(WAPC-IXAIT to P.i ;C.l".A. 1400/26)

Prench Shins

1 M

- m e  s ’.oeeners

Prench 1 . H i  ence

Prench ESPKfcU. il 3ai
Antonio, s been instructed to proceed to 
Lisbon to Ger. an agents. Iritisli motor

it. . (N Til.. Real is prepared 
to intercept. Master of Prench steamship 
Lieutenant Sofberlier, bound for lorocco 
with valuable cargo of codJ. and cotton de
sired his ship to be captured. Can you do 
anytning? (Lisbon to 3.0.1. Gib., 1850/26)

love, rents of Prench linesweeners. etc.,
Lisbon 1952/26}

Ileutral
Shipping

Las Palmas

..t present ti e it is ost i portant to ' ve

naval forces from Oran to foulon. Re ue s 
•..ill institute ir patrol ascontinuous as
'■os Tile. (_-. .; 
'016/26) -

to P.O.C,

Adnty. 1553/24. There are no protec ive 
iinefields or obstructio is in Cadiz at 
present, but 5 new pins lav ■ b installed 
at San Fernando Portress on causeway, also 
2 A/A guns. Lo not consider there are any 
soecial obj ectives Lacarrack. (Consul,
Sadis, 1115/26)
G.G.3. 1337/21 and Admty. 0037/21, propose 
sailing following neutral vessels in nes:t 
convey for Milfoil Haven re us to
contrary (list of ll) (P.O.C.IT.A. 1035/26) 
State of garrison and defences. (l.S.S.C., 
Las Palmas, 1745/26)
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FOREIGN STATIONS
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South Atlantic
DORSETSHIRE. 
W alrus dovm.

2cc'/*̂

My Walrus dovm in approx. 17°55' N., 17°20' 7/., 
at 1200 zone + 1, and reports can keep afloat for 
about 7 hours. Can you help please. Wind from 
330° 26 knots. (DORSETSHIRE to HERMES, ALBATROSS 
1400Z/26)

Cancel my 1902/26. Cease 
for your /aLRWA (D,0.D.(F)

Your 1640/26. Intend to be in 17.24' N., 16°30' 77. 
at dav/n 27/5 and to search to north and east v/ith 
seven aircraft. (HERMES to DORSETSHIRE, 2235/26).

<f| ^  Convoy State on leaving Capetown. Oil and water
B.C.F. requirements. (N.O.I.C., Simonstown, 1533/26)

Volunteers S.O.I., Montevideo reports that HIGHLAND PATRIOT
from Santos June 25, due St. Vincent, C.V., July 4, 
has 70 British volunteers on board from River 
Plate. (S.O.I., Freetown, Sierra Leone, 1238/26).

DELHI Left Freetown for Takoradi 26/6 (S.O.I. Freetown
821/26).
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FOREIGN STATIONS

f— > 8/Ms . to 
proceed 
to Malta.

Mediterranean

General

Two submarines nearest to Malta to proceed to Malta 
with all despatch. (D.O.D.(F) 0257/26) PANDORA 
and PROTEUS ordered (C. in C. Med. 1645/26, 2023/26)

Spain. Increased uneasiness. Prospect of Germans on frontier
most unwelcome. Dissension in Cabinet. 5th Column 
strong but watched by Army. Navy dispositions normal. 
(N.A. Madrid, 1952/25, reed. 0055/26).

OSWALD.

^ P A N D O R A  ) 
PROTEUS )

Shipping.

Palestine.

To remain in Area N.l from 0001/28 to 0001/29 
(Capt.S.l, 1209/26)

Cancel my 1249/26. To proceed with all despatch to 
Malta. (C. in C. Med. 1645/26)

All British, Dutch, Belgian, Norwegian and Polish 
shipping and neutral shipping on allied charter at 
present in French Mediterranean North African ports 
is to be withdrawn as soon as this can be done with 
reasonable safety. (D.T.D. to C. in C.Med., F.O.C.N.A 
1939/26)

Your 1817/17/6 approved. (Haifa N .0.1.C.appointment 
to be extended Palestine ports.) (C.W. to C. in C ., 
Med., 2038/26).

S.S. THESEUS B.C. Barcelona, reports although THESEUS was 
(Dutch) instructed to proceed Gibraltar weeks ago vessel

still there as Dutch Minister, Madrid, declines to 
authorise departure. He requests Dutch Minister be 
persuaded to release, as danger of losing vessel is 
increasing. (S.O.I., Gib., 1520/26)

Movements. My 1247/25 being passed to GARLAND, VAMPIRE and
Capt. (D) 10* For 14th D.F. read J^NUBIAN, MOHAWK, 
VAMPIRE and GARLAND. (C. in C., Med., 1247/26).

Danish Crew of Danish ship NICOLINE MAERSK deserted at
Desertions. Marseilles within past few days. I instructed

Master to sign on any crew possible and sail for 
Gibraltar. Have guaranteed any expenditure. 
(F.O.I.C., Malta, 1416/26).

Contraband My 1314/18. Normal contraband control is to be
Control, France, exercised on all cargoes destined for France but

not for those destined for French overseas possessions 
Japanese ships which left Japan before June 18 for 
ports in unoccupied France are to be allowed to 
proceed. (D.E.vV.D., 1813/26).

Jamming 
Propaganda.

Extensive broadcast propaganda to native population 
in Middle East is being broadcast (details of N
transmissions). Ambassador, Cairo, has asked that 
these transmissions may be jammed by Malta Vf/T station 
if possible. Fully realised that service W/T traffic 
must take precedence, but subject to this, request 
information whether arrangements could be made to jam. 
(Hd. of M., to F.O.I.C., Malta, 1214/26)
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Contraband 
Control, 
Turkey.

Movements •

Mediterranean

Repetition of ray 0345/19, 0231/19, and telegrams 
Nos. 27 and 28, June 13, to F.O., from Ambassador, 
Ankara, and in particular para. 7 of the latter.
It appears Turkey might be induced to institute 
some form of contraband control if diplomatic 
relations are broken off. It could be suggested 
such control need not be exercised against U.S.S.R. 
ships. It might also be worth stressing that 
failure to take action is not only failure to help 
Allies whom Turks profess to support but inflicting 
a severe disadvantage on them. (C.in C., Med., 
2231/26).

Movement Summary No. 125. (C.in C., Med., 2345/26). 

Air.

Swordfish.

Attacks on 
Sicily.

Malta.

Swordfish A/C of 767 Sqdn. placed under Orders of 
A.O.C., Med., for operations against oil and air 
targets in Sicily unless required by C . in C., Med., 
for other operations. (D.N.A.D. 1752/26 to C. in C ., 
Med.)

Importance of attacks on oil targets in Sicily 
starting as soon as possible (Air Min. to Malta 2015 
G.M.T/26) (List of targets Messina, Palermo, 
Augusta, Catania.)

2 Air raids a.m. 26/6. No military damage or 
casualties were caused. (I.C. 0494/40)

5 raids were reported on 26/6, Kalafrana, Hal Far 
and Luza aerodromes bombed, dockyard attacked from
16,000 ft. and a school at the dockyard slightly 
damaged. Severe storm at night blew down R.D.F. 
mast. (Air Min. D.S., 343)

Mining

An area within 2 miles of 38°50' N., 09°03,18'* ^ •,
S. of Sardinia, is mined (I.C., 0494/40)

Enemy Intelligence

Main Fleet N.A., Rome, saw 3 Italian battleships CAV0UR class,
2 TRENTO class cruisers, 2 other cruisers, 10 
destroyers south of Sardinia steering east 1930 
June 23., S.0.(1) Gibraltar. (N.A.Lisbon, 1801/26)
(I.C., 0494/40)

Spain, Oil. Information re oil and petrol in Spanish territory
urgently required* (D*iT*I*$ to N«A** Ivi&drid 1943/<36)
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."isit to Pr ch : ral wishes me to 
visit hin in Saigon. Eirpect to arrive 
23/6 ..or 4 h. urs. hope to -;uage relia
bility of french in Indo-China. It is 
realized, kovrever, tha t y  rill 
probably ask Lie our intentions should 
Japan attack Indo-China (3. in C., China, 
09322/26)

* r'

Gift of 
Patrol V.

Sing? ore Harbour Board offered 2 Paimile 
type patrol vessels-as free gifts to RG . 
Intend to accept on behalf of Acuity, unless 
instructions to contrary received 30/6. 
(I.O.C., Singapore, 0945^26)

America h West Indies

Shir j. ■ Routes Re incorrect routes fro: Gibraltar,
entailing excessive steaming distance. 
(: .S.H. Ottawa, 0941/26)
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EI.ILD  . jEI I l I I : 
Gold

DIJI
Dll 3D III 
Martinique

Dutch. 
Warship

26.6.1940,
Wednesday

DQBEIGH 3 TAT I CITS

America and .Test Indies

S°l^ in E..HLE DEI.TIL, end.avour to ascertain 
what it is intended to do with it. If any 
quesoi n o_ being sent to a neutral country where 

would ultimately fall into Genian hands you 
should do everything possible to oersuade Drench to 
keep it in Martinique. (1st S.L., to DULEDIII, 0350/

nave sent Admiral Antilles an encouraging telegram 
and begged him to think well before he falls in 

Li . .r. iistice ten . 3 it 1 t leir obvious trap, but 
consider some forcible pressure from home and 
possibly from Drench Committee is required. (C. in

L.V/.I., 0301/26)

~-J 035Q/26. or.pt• 01 EMILE BE Tlf'should be in— 
formed that .. . Govt, now learns there are serious 
• ousts whether gold in his shin is Drench owned, as

included that despatched from Drance on behalf cf 
other Govern: ien s. We cannot af ’ord therefore to 
run the ris:: of t ese consign ents falling into 
enemy hands, and you have been told to inform him 
in the circumstances his ship must remain at 
—artiniaue ior the present. You should inform 
him that as your instructions are that you are if 
necessary to use force to prevent sailing of 
EMILE DELHI; you sincerely hope that he will consent 
to remain in harbour until the uestion of the 
gold has been settled. (1st S.L., .to DIETEDII;, 1533/26

If you consider it would help Admiral Robert in his 
predicament inform him that I am prepared to send 
DIJI direct to Martinique in order that he may 
plead force majeure. Use your discretion as to 
whether to mention this. (C. in C., A.Y/.I. to 
JUDEDIL, 1002/26)

xidmty. 1553/26. DIJI remains off Martinique, 
conserve fuel as much as possible and enter if re
quested to do so by DTOTKDIIT. negotiations with 
Admiral, Martinique, o.re to continue to be con
ducted by : . Any operation which may becc
necessary is to be conducted by 3.0. orcsent.
(C. in C., A.W.I., 1611/26)
Will maintain patrol -west of Dort de Drance. Shall 
require 40 minutes1 not*ice to close entrance.
(DIJI 22OI/26 to DUHELIIf)

J. _G 0—> V. d. 
(G.0.i..C,

HEEI.3KE 
Hal i f os:

IK left ..o.l if os- 
102 6/2 S)

-5/6. Route.



li’oriEiGH’ stations

26.5.1940.
he flics day

r r oi);>3

COLOMBO

r; I '.j ,,s

Pro, ;re: t ie from Ho: has a 27/6- 1/7 (C. in 
C., E.I. G5292/26)

TTT-r • r i 1A J . .  _

n Mrp-.A__U*-b

Convoys

Enemy
Submarine

Escorting "roup 2 Convoy A  . due H'onhasa 
0900Z/23 (C. in C. , 0529Z/26)

or £ M(L
c: -harl: provisions, .vine and : .ails for Proneh 
CAiAIBH. ./hile t Diego Saurez to ;ive 
heart to local authorities and assure them 
British ITavy will give ever./ /ossicle 
assistance in defence of Colony should it "be 
threatened. (C. in C., E.I. 0753/26)

In addition to Convey 7.3.1., is another 
sailing shortly via Cape for India or Suez. 
(?J War Office telephone 73--1C (?) of 
June G informed C. in 0.,India tint such a 
convoy containing 18,000 personnel mostly 
for Middle East (enoectec to?' leave U.K.
on or abort 
to Adinty. }

C. in C., He:

4/6 (C. in C.,

0201.
hein ; nasseo to C» -lec

11313/26

3e: lol5/.-3 
Although

I vroul lihe to retain this 3/LI for
recon • issar.ee a n ' ./S trai: i: , c‘o not con-

i
East Indies Station for active service, nor 
is a trained crev: .vail h i  . Stearin."
party can he provided 
If e ,.ui ; ent is to he 
it he one at a port \ 
and less def i c ienc ies 
C., E.I. 11: 3^/26)

to tab: ship to Suez, 
disn ntlef, recc. :end 
ith "better facilities 
t' at at Aden. (C. in

Movements..

c>ail at 22302 at 27 hoots to looh for
nrechage end for Italian destroyer.

AH I  CSTOK J o i n :
.7. FLAMING-0 to Pcrim Patrol. (LEABDBR. 

20512/26, to KAHDAIL.E, IGIIASTO: , PIuJ.AI .,€)
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OE'VAM ^•ROHANT SHIPS.

NORBURG.

h. v DU 13 BURS. /. a So -to** r

RHAK0TI3.

HERMONTHIS.

Arrived Braila (Magal, Salatzi 
1147/36).

Loaded Serman tanker, believed to be 
DUI33URS (?) sailed today.
(Consul, Sothenburg 1754/36. )

At Antofog $t . was on June 4 arranging 
to dispose oi her ce^go of timber and 
potassium nitrate ( LC. , 0494/40).

At Callao, on June 1 was selling her 
cargo of timber (I.C., 0494/40.)

I TALI AH MERCHANT SHIPS

PIUEE. At Rhodes (cable intercept) 13/6.

LB CONTE PS LISLE. Sailed for Diego Suarez June 25.
(Brit. Consul, Tananarivo,1900/36. ).

CONTE VERDE. Intercepted message by Matara W/T station.
C NTE BIANCA.ANO. Appears intention might be to proceed

Ciudad Trujillo, funds being for Canal 
dues. (3.0.1., Colombo, 0623Z/26. ) •

• JOLE PASS10. Now in port Puerto Cabello. (3.0.1. ,
Kingston, 2107/36).

BACIOIN PADRE.

r\ CAPO ROSA.

C NTS ROSSO.

Venezuelan authorities likely to move 
from Puerto Cabello to Turiamo. (S.O.I., 
Kingston, 3107/26. )

At Buenos Aires, reported on June 24 
suppliers of naptha cargo were asserting 
the ship on 25/6 (I.C., 0494/40).

. .Reported (Press; arrived with British 
Embassy staff at Lisbon 36/6. (I. C.,0494/40)
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U-BOAT JA/PAI - ’ 1 T  IRQ.
S/M ’ 3 reported.

0213 GMT. A.?, message 37.16’ N. , 4.45’ E. 
(D.D. I.C. 0356/26.)

1349. D. F. , 58. 30! U. , 11.30’W. unreliable fix, 
probably U-boat (D.D.I.C. 1411/26.)

0930 D. ?. , 46.50’ ., 12.40’ 77., reliable fix, 
probably U-boat (D.D.I.C. 1002/26.)

1119 D. F. , 61.10’ N. , 3. 20’ E. , -eliable fix.
unknown enemy unit. (D.D.I.C. 1146/26).

2022. D.F., unknown enemy unit, unreliable fix 
60.45’ IT. , 3.35’ E. (D.D.I.C., 2044/26).

1900 GMT. A.F. message, 35. 53’ r. , 1.54’ '•!. 
(D.D.I.C., 2301/26).

Estimated dispositions:-

1 in Finisterre area.
1 in 46 degrees 50* N. 12 degrees. 4' ’ /.

at 0930/26, possibly moving southwards.
2 in Bay of Biscay.
2 in Western Approaches.
1 off 3. . Ireland outward bound.
1 7,'. of Ireland homeward bound.
1 N.'V. of Ireland outward bound.
1 N. AT. of Hebrides homeward bound.
1 N. of Scotland homeward bound.

(D.D.I.C., 1238/26.)
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Ships attacked. 

BAB 3 L . .
shelled.

B A R O N  ER3KII-.B 
shelled.

CYDQBIA. escaped.

U - B O A T  C A M P A I G N  AIT) M I N I N G  
Medi .errare an

3SSS 37.16' I!., 04.45' E. , being 
shelled (Lands End, 0215/26)
(Gibraltar W/T, 0215/26) I.C. 0493/40)

SSSS 37.16' N. , 04.45' S. , 16 miles 
North Cane Sigle, Algeria, being shelled, 
(Gibraltar W/T, 0231/26) (I. 0.,0493/40) 
(Lands End Radio 0232/26).

3/ill's Reported.

3/M's attacked.

1700/26.
By KINGSTON 
believed destroyed.

-/26.

British, attacked 36.54’ N. , 01.54’ ’¥. ,
5 riles 3. of Mesa de Roldan, 3.E.Spain.
(D. 3. , 296) (Gibraltar W/T Str., 2017/26). 
Escaped. (CYDONIA, 2147/26) (I. G. ,0494/40 
gives position 35°53' N. , 1°54' ',V. , about 
13' N.fi. of Gape de data.)

Indications that Italian U-boats are 
occupying patrol area centred on 
35°40 ' N. , 23°10 ' E. U-boat probably 
based on Leros and may leave pstrol 
1900 July 3 routed through approximate 
position 36°40' N. , 25°42' E. (C. in G.
Med., co PROTEUS, 1011/26).
At 2350/25 patrol launch of submarine 
cable at Porta Delgada sighted a 
submarine on surface, submerged soon after 
( A. 0. (N. 0.3.0. Lisbon 2016/26).

H. M.S.KINGSTON reports having attacked 
an Italian U-boat with guns and depth 
charges in position 14°26' N. , 41°23’ E. , 
at about 17002/26. Destruction 
considered probable. (C. in C. E. 1.20152/26. )

6*c X S  k *t> jo 57jg

U/B bombed by aircraft in Assab ^arbour 
13°N. , 42°40’ E. , Red Sea on " 6/6.
(I.G. 0494/40) 3 Blenheims made a dive- 
bombing attack. Nearest bomb fell 20 
yards from target and no damage was 
observed (Air.Min. D.S., 'o. 3 x 3).
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3ITU..JI,:. PORT 

Trench -leet
The Trench. mediterranean Squadron is remaining 
at Alexandria.

HIChBLIEU did not enter Dakar. The Trench 
Admiral informed G. in C., S.A. that he had 
ordered RICHELIEU to meet Drench j... ..G and 
possibly some destroyers coming from the Uorth- 
v/ard and escort them to Dakar. DORSETSHIRE re
covered her missing 7/alrus at 110 7/2 7,  and with 
HEEI.ES is searching for RICHELIEU. G. in C., 
S.A. in ^EEATROSS is at D-. kar.

3EARIT (A/C carrier bringing aircraft from U.S.,,.) 
and JEAIuIE d'ARC arrived at kartinique at 0700 <u 
DUHEDIIT is in the harbour and TIJI remains out
side the port

’Trance

All neutral shipping in the Gironde was rounded 
up by BROKE, VAEqUISEER and V/IITCKELSEA by 0030/27 
and only Trench ships now remain there. R*A» 
Eurges Watson in BROKE is patrolling off the 
Gironde.

E-Eoats

E-boats were reported at 2307 by GRZhTHUED, 
patrolling in Dover Strait, near South Colbert 
Buoy (between Boulogne and Dungeness) The E-bo., ts 
retired.

Enemy Shin hng

Up to 1200 on June 26 it was known that 63 Genian 
merchantmen of 582,548 tons had been sank or 
scuttled: 58 of 259,122 tons had been captured or
seized and that 41 unidentified ships of approx
imately 205,000 tons had been reported sunk by 
submarine or aircraft- in ail 167 ships of over
846,000 tens. At the same time itfwas known tlat 
11  Italian merchantmen of 67,806 tons had been surd 
or scuttled and 29 others of 156,629 tons captured 
or detained- in all 40 ships of 224,435 tons.

771 LK in collision with U-Boat

771LK reports that she collided with a submerged 
object, probably a submarine, at 0025/20 midway 
between Lister and kewcastle* Information has 
been received that a U-boat made a long signal at 
1630/20 from a position 22 liles from that where 
the collision occurea.
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AIR

The enemy carried out further bonbin ; raids last
yg-ni 0 gcr the uxtaxsding from Aberdeen to
tne Sew -j ores t area, bombs being dropued over a 
wide area in the ITorth East, Midlands, East 
Anglia and the South Western counties and South 
Yales. Damage to property appears to have been 
slight ana tee re were very few casualties.

Last night R*A*I‘* successfully bombed aerodromes 
faalhaven* Bourn, Scnipol and Lau • .... *en

the Docks at Willemsoord and the Dortmund-3 s 
Canal, where '.its were obtianed o the banks. 
Bombs aimed at a ship in the Kiel Canal hit the 
Canal banks.

xne .lain effort, of ^oastal Command was concen
trated on anti-invasion patrols.

yircraft attacked a U-boat 100 .iles IT. W* of C pe 
Wrath early today and estimate several hits.

Photographs show no activity or shipping or 
barge concentration in Bruges or South Berelnd 
°anals.
At 1615/27 more than 40 barges, each bout 500 ft 
long were seen being manouvre^ from 1 older, wes-t 
ward across the Zuyder Zee toward Eukhuizen.

—in mg
Parachute .ines were seen to drop off the 
entrance to . lytk harbour and Co uet Island early 
today. The ports of Amble and Llyth have been 
closed.

Sunderland an 
The Port of 
result of energ

nd Aartlepool 
. nd, whic!

have been reopeiied. 
rhich w s closec as the 

mining has been reopened*

Gardening was carried out across Permian Belt
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3ITUATI0IT REPORT

Italian Hostilities

G. in C., Mediterranian has arranged for convoys 
t° run fro. II Ita and the Aegean Sea to Alex- 
an<̂ ';,̂ a* 7t : G.3. (5 ships) and 5 destroyers,
ana 3rd C.S. (2 ships) hd 4 destroyers are 
providing cover.

ihe^e ./ere air raids on --alta today5 no
jU._v1 „ 1 es v/ere caused and t—ere was no dc '.a"'e.

ODIIT hfII: is overdue fror. Patrol in the Eastern Med
iterranean ano ust he consid red lost.

OKPHStJS r';|rled to return yesterday fro;, patrol 
°Oast and has not acknowledge/ 

signals ordering her to return.

A/S patrols and reconnaissances were u n a v o i d a 
bly curtailed owing to the n e c e  sity of 
ascertaining tie whereabouts of t h e " F r e n c h  f l e e t  
in north --^rican p o r t s  and t .eir 'uovenents in the 
western Hediterranean.



560

27.6.1940.
Thursday

DISPOSAL OF FRENCH FLEET

At 0600 today Thursday RICHELIEU was seen 
approaching harbour at Dakar destined at 
0625, after making signal she turned round 
and proceeded to sea and has not yet re
turned. WALRUS aircraft is being sent to 
locate and shadow her. (C. in C., 3.A. 
0842/27 to Admty)

RICHELIEU last reported in position 352° 
repetition 352° Cape Manuel 76 repetition 
76 miles at 1105 course 000° 20 knots.

My 1046 27th June it is estimated 
RICHELIEU should have made contact and 
turned to southwards by 1500. Carry out 
search, to north of 1500 position to ensure 
she is not continuing northwards. If 
RICHELIEU is sighted proceeding southwards 
in company with other French ships keep 
out of sight astern and enter Dakar after 
arrival RICHELIEU is reported. If she is 
sighted steering northwards she is to be 
shadowed as long as endurance permits. (C. 
ih C., S .A. 1431/27 to DORSETSHIRE, HERMES)

Your 1831/26. The new situation with its 
many implications is under examination by
H.M. Government, and a decision will be 
communicated as soon as possible. Mean
while your action is approved. The 
importance of Dakar for watering your A.M.Cs 
is fully realised.

2. If later you are instructed by Ainiralty 
to withdraw H.M. ships from Dakar it will 
be necessary to make provision for 
watching Dakar and for shadowing RICHELIEU 
if she sails. You dhould therefore take 
action to make a second 8" cruiser available 
as a relief for DORSETSHIRE by amalgamating 
the 2 BC convoy groups under one 8" cruiser 
escort. In view of the strong forces now 
based at Gibraltar, the onward passage of 
convey from Freetown with only one escort 
could be accepted. (1st S.L. 2343/27 to C. 
in C., S.A.)

833. French Submarine NARVAL wishes General 
De Gaulle to know they place themselves 
under his government. (F.O.I.C. Malta 1311/27

/Alexandria
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DISPOSE OP FRENCH FLEET

4. We have no intention that French ships 
at --lexandria should pass out of our hands 
into those of the enemy.
We should prefer to use them with British 
crews, but if this is not possible they 
must be sunk outside the harbour.

u. Lo you consider that Godfroy would sink 
his ships at their moorings if you 
demanded that they should be handed over to 
us intact? (1st S.L. 1815/27 to C. in C. 
Med.)
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RICHELIEU

l.a r v ;

/

Alexandr ia 
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DO: EETSHIRE

JE-u. .-AHl

Casablanca 

g J L j  D5, -Till
RICHELIEU
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I’JEYCH PLSI

Hie fcllo-.7in;; signals are precised in the 
Operations Volume.
C. in C., S.A. 0342/27, 1431/27, 1st S.L. 
2343/27 to 0. in G., s.A.)

P.0.1.0* Halta 1311/27.

1st. S.L. 1315/27 to G. in C., Led.

Arrived Martinique 0700 g (DUUEDIU 0701 /27)

2 nscort vessels J-j.1T cla.ss and 1 destroyer 
JiEJl class arrived Casablanca 1630 fro: “

/?- *W. (v/ATCE.IAlI 191 (?) 0/27)

My position course and speed are at 2000Z 
plus one 016 degrees 1 2* north 017 degrees. 
21* Vest 2- 5 degrees, 15 knots. Intend to 
gas j Dakar Loom Qr,o0 zone nlus one to 'orro'.v 
Jriday 23th June. (D0RSET8HI: 13 2100Z/27 to 
C. in G., s.A.)

Your 1212/26 Armament is incomplete and it 
is nlikelv that any ammunition is on board, 
v- • G *D* 0201/27 to • 0 #0 ♦ .A. and
RESOLUTION)

Âdmirals (WATCHLYJT 1910/27)

See America 1 West Indies.

liy 0342/27 (not yet reed, in Admty) Air
craft reports RICHELIEU and Drench destroyer 
PLEURET in position 15.15’ir., 17.45rW., 
course 000 degs., at 0904/27. admiral Dakar 
informs me he gave orders for RICHELIEU to 
J ooceeci to sex to me- t five or lore l‘r nch 
i r . . _• C *s and possibly some d e s t r o y e r s  to 
esc or o them ô Dakar v/here t.ie~r are eicoecte^ 
oC a- - ive p . n .  -oaay. B.^.L.O., Dakar, ■■ s 
aware movements of jt.U.C. Ts v/as intended and 
was communicated, by signal to Dakar from 
Marine, morocco. (G. in C., 3..,., 1046/27)
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Dei enc of U*X*

Enemy reported to be buying all available 
f vessels Motors in iTorway. „.a.
IActing Consul Malmo. 1421/27 to D.ltf.I.)

- Sortie shov/s sone activity in Calais
yare Maritime but no Shitroin" orosent. 
(P.D.U.I. 1357/27 to IT.I.D.)

-‘°re than 40 be ryes, each about 300 feet 
lone, in ^uider Zee, beiny manoeuvred at 
16'.:5/27 from n.E» of folder towards 
Enhhuizen (H.o. Bomber Command 0306/23;

live :.yv3 observed at 1135/27 (A.C.h. . Ch, 
hen 1410/27)

Three T/V1 s lyinf; off harbour. Harbour 
appeared empty. lA.C.h. Ch - 1410/27)

Captain field, ITorveyi-.m r̂..iy, reports 
Germans preparing many small Bishiny Vessels 
each to carry a Light T.mh which would be 
landed on almost any beach, host 
preparations are at Trondheim, Bergen and

Propose to appoint suitable local persons as 
L.II.O. at certain smaller U.K, Ports to talce 
naval charge in emergency (C. in C., v/.A. 
1313/26 to Admty)

%  -  . ------  '--------- -- ^  - j  i f -

Stavanger. (C. in C., Rosyth 1745/27 to 
Adty)
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HOIiE COIM.IAiDS

ranee

-ironde 'dour 0051. Return-to -lymouth. (C. in
.... 0742/27 to R.A. in BROKE)

Admty1 s 2000/22. HIGHLAND 1R, .... j . ot, 
LAUKEtiT, and SKEEHA, to "be used as escort. 
After ceasing escort duty they a.re to return 
to -lynouth and proceed to So th of Ireland 
to carry out A/S sweep. (0. in C.,
1559/27 to j’.O.1.0. Liverpool)

Swedish
Destroyers

Romulus
nenoc
PSU-/\t<DCG
P u « E .

.ovei.ients

Position of submarines aid movements for 
foil .

2000 proceeding on surface to Dundee SILjPPEM 
C one SEVER!! ..AID 3050 SEALI01T G 3 proceeding 
submerged to C 4 TRIAD DKHI 3530 proceeding 
on surface to relieve TRIBE! IT H 31 A 5 
leaving P M  for Blytli STUAGEOIT LSWB 3246 K 
34 in H 2. L 26 escorted by Ketherlands 
fo peclo boat Z 5 vicinity Peterhead pro
ceeding Sca.p; . II 50 leaves Harwich P.li. 
to relieve H 34 TAKU leaves Day Island 25C0 
to relieve TRITOI! (V.^.S. 1723/27)

ST. ..AGITUS should be sent to briny their 
Crews to Kirkwall. The Destroyers should be 
given any necessary fuel. (D.O.DlHJ 2355 to 
0. in C., II.P) '

-naaae

Otj orations

AL1 available large M.T.B’s will carry out a 
sweep tonight with object of destroying 
enemy E-boats or L/V’s off the Mouth of 
Scheldt, and Maas. Sweep will ce: se at 0200/ 
28 and M.T.B’s will return to base along 
latitude 52° M approximately. aircraft will 
provide air protection from dawn. (Chatham 
1800/27 to Admty) (C. in C., More 1542/27 to
E.O.I.C. Harwich)

Brigadier reports Brigade not ready for 
operation until two million rounds of .303, 
fifty portable cookers, and two inch Mortar 
Bombs have been delivered. (1T.C.I.C.,
.iilford Haven 0946/27 to .-.dlty)
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E-.^onts
Reported

Raider

2 Destroyers

- . V. on R o d s  
in l.'ord -lord

lees.

Berry Steamer 
Sunk

E-Boats

- .V. 4000 tons 
on r o d s

-.. V . -1;/ ing 
-•orr;cgian Slay

2 Res trovers

E- Boats

Six Lights, apparently off six E-Bo ts, 
observed at 2317/27 at 5! .48*11 3.25‘E steor- 
iny Bortn.Lights about one .ile apart* 
(Chatham A.C.H. 0305/28)

2307 E-boats reported by GKEYHOTJLD off 0 -oe 
Gris he:: (I.C. 0495/40)

Air - British .-ir -*c_tivity

Seaplane Base bombed at 0240/27. Several 
explosions seen, but r suits uncertain. 
(Chatham ^.C.H. . 0732/27)

ROWE class attacked by aircraft* CO. 0*;: 
9.30*n (Pro Havet) Bo hits (I.C. 0495/40)

Bombed see Enemy Intelligence.

. .ininy

Port is non open. (IT.0.I.C. Hartlepool 1451/ 
27 to D.M.S.)

Enemy Int e11i gsne e

Danish Copenhagen-Ealmo Perry Steamer re
ported sunk by mine while proceeding to 
Germany* ,-..4. (Actg. Consul Malm©, 1421/ 7 
to j .::.i.)

See E-boats Section.
Et 0110/27 a medium sized Ship observed at 
S ’ East of VIieland steering East. (T. .1 . 
2113/27)

with 2 small vessels doing salvage work, B. 
side of Bord Eiord, Bombed no hits. 
(Donibristle 1245/27)

One E/V at 0730 at 59.34'IT 5.40'W about 3000 
tons flyiim- Norwegian flag. Ho sign of 
armament. (Donibristle 0900/27 to O.I.G.)

Two Destroyers at 0450 at 64.IT 9.50'E on a 
Southerly course *./C report. (V....S, 1054/
27 to TRITON)

Shipping

, I, &  re
quired for special trails■ ort, escort JB/Ei GE 
(D.O.D. (P) 1903/27)
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L.SlkXflES cr. DE1XCTS

LOSS A Brioisu dug, 105 tons. How known to nave 
ruii aground and keen abandoned at 0250/2 
crf^unkirk while on Govt. Ckarter. (D.S.

ORPHEUS OPPxIEUS failed to return fro:: patrol 26/6 
nas failed to acknowledge a subsequent si - 
nal (C. in C., Led. 1055/27)

ODIIT 0 ;--’ust now >e considered lest.
1C. in C., Led. 1057/27)

1

J
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

0^an GARTBRATTAN sailed for Gibraltar 1750/26 with
Refugees. 19 refugees on board. No other British ship

here. (Oran, 0005/27).

French Have received direct order from Nogues Chief of
Liaison ended. Staff to leave here with my mission. Have asked

Gibraltar for transport either from here or 
Casablanca to Gibraltar. (No.3. (Dillon) Mil. 
Mission, 1023/27, received from W.O. at 1515/27).

ENTERPRISE Probably required to sail for Gibraltar 28 or 29/6.
(D.O.D. (H) to C. in C.W.A., 1725/27)

French 
Ships.

Convoy

French steamships LIEUTENANTtfLOUBERT K BIE, COMPIEGNE 
SAVOIE have received carders from French Naval 
attache, not from French Government, to sail within 
24 hours for Casablanca. Master of first-named 
vessel will communicate his route if you decide to 
arrest his ship. (Lisbon, 1910/27, to Gibraltar).

Your 1308/26. If extra convoy is necessary, it 
should be called H.G.Y. and be routed as follows 
(details). (D.T.D., to F.O.C.N.A., 1631/27)

Spain.

Shipping.

Military
Mission.

Shipping.

Gibraltar 
Dockyard♦

French 
Attitude.

DORSETSHIRE

Defence works, Ferrol and Corunna districts.
(Corunna, 1715/27)

British Consul Lisbon's 1850/26. No ship available 
Gibraltar for intercepting. (S.0.1. Gibraltar, 
0010/27).

Your A.M.339 27/6. Following from Admiral.
Proceed Casablanca. Report your arrival to" Consul 
and I will endeavour arrange transport. (Governor, 
Gibraltar, 1648/27 to No.3 (Dillon) Mil.Mission).

My 0957/24. ATHLONE CASTLE not arrived. Is any 
other ship with large accommodation available 
immediately? (F.O.C.N.A., to Agent, D.of S.G.1301/28)

re Plans for Evacuation of staff likely to be useful 
elsewhere if Dockyard bombarded from land artillery 
sited in Spain. (A*S-, Gibraltar, 1402/27).

South Atlantic

Bourdillon sailed for Nigeria June 19. He will no 
doubt pass through Freetown and you and Naval C. in 
C. may wish to confer with him. (Gov., Nigeria, 
0217/27, to Gov., Sierra Leone and C. in C., S.A.)

My position, course and speed are 15°43' N., 17°50' W. 
024*deg., 23 knots. (DORSETSHIRE, to HERMES, 
0C15Z/27).
Report amount of fuel remaining. (C. in C.S.A., in 
ALBATROSS, to DORSETSHIRE, 0844/27) Reply (DORSET) 
SHIRE, 10552/27).
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A/G
Recovered.

DELHI

Madagascar.

Aircraft.

Convoys B.G. 
B.C.F.

French
Attitude

SlXBHEk

PROTEUS
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South Atlantic (Ctd.)

Admty. 2215/26. Have recovered ray aircraft in
position 18° (?04f) N., 16044’ W. Crew well. 
(DORSETSHIRE, 1107/27).

To return to Freetown with all despatch. (C. in G.
S.A., 1621/27)

Governor-General reports Colony has decided 
unanimously to remain French and continue struggle 
for final victory of France and her ally. (N.C.S.O. 
Duala to G. in G.S.A., 0912/27)

Aircraft are not to fly over Dakar. (C. in C.S.A. 
1701/27)

S. Sailing times and requirements on arrival Freetown. 
(G. in C.S.A., 1331/27).

»

Mediterranean

General

Irrevocable decision not yet made. Given assurance 
French officers joining British forces will retain 
resent rank or if reservists previous rank held.
No. 8. (S. Jones) Mil. Mission, to C. in C.M.E., 
1450/27).I

Broadcast last night to effect Nogues holding out 
may be accurate but is misleading. Suggest there 
is danger in statement of this nature. (N.8.
(S.Jones) Mil. Mission, to Y/.0. 1440/27)

Captain Robert of French Foreign Legion states has 
1800 troops in Susa anxious to fight in Egypt or 
elsewhere if escort and ships can be provided. 
(F.O.I.G. Malta 2249/27)

Government policy as regards volunteers, especially 
French Officers, technicians and air service 
personnel. (War Office to C.in C.M.E., 2040/27)

Orders to, for return to Malta. (Capt.,S., Malta, 
1713/27)

PANDORA Orders to, for return to Malta. (Capt.,S., Malta, 
1710/27)
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Mediterranean

General (Ctd.)

possible some are at sea heading for British bases. 
Interallied recognition signals possibly 
compromised, and strange submarines must be 
attacked on sight or detection, but possibility of 
being French should be borne in mind. A friendly 
submarine v/ould be reluctant to dive when approached 
or fipe'ed on. French submarines have two masts on 
which they might well hoist national flag. Italian 
submarines normally have only one. (C. in C.Ivied. 
1451/27)

Your 1049/27. Vessels are required for a special 
operation of which you will be informed in due course. 
(V.C.N.S.1818/27 to C. in C . Med.)

Intended to carry out following shipping policy 
while naval situation remains as at present.
Southbound Aegean convoys (AS) and northbound Aegean 
convoys (AN) to be run periodically to connect Red 
Sea convoy. Local convoys between Haifa, Port Said, 
Alexandria for oilers A.S.I.S. and transports to be 
run approximately weekly. Remaining shipping for 
Cypriot, Syrian, Palestinian and Egyptian ports to 
sail independently. When occasion demands a convoy 
will be run to Malta. (C. in C., Med., 1053/27).

Latest rumour is that June 29 will be date of Spain's 
entry into the war. Perhaps no special significance 
in this and no hurried preparations are evident, but 
it shows general conviction that war is inevitable. 
(Palma, Mallorca, 1750/27).

Russian ultimatum to Roumania. Turkey will continue 
to perfect military preparations for defence and 
increase vigilancy. (N.A., Ankara, 1800/27)

At interview this morning with Turkish Foreign 
Minister he reaffirmed deplorable effect on neutral 
countries if any French ships now in British ports 
are allowed to sail even if Prize Court should be 
required to prevent them from leaving. (Ankara,
1830/27)

Ships joining Convoy A.S.l. left tonight for R.V. 
off entrance to Dardanelles at 0700/28. (list). 
(N.C.S.C., Istanbul, 2223/27).

Admty. 1214/26. Possible counteractions by Italian 
stations on transmissions of Malta W/T station, 
which are vital to effective prosecution of war in 
Mediterranean. (F.C.I.C. Malta, 1702/27)
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Mediterranean

Air.
A.T. 1752/26. Consider 767 Sqdn. should be used 
for local reconnaissance, A/5 patrols, as a torpedo 
striking force against surface forces v/hich come 
v/ithin range, and as a reserve for EAGLE. Do not 
consider these slow aircraft (Sv/ordfish) should be 
expended against targets in Sicily. Could not Air 
Ministry be persuaded to send some modern offensive 
and defensive aircraft to Malta? (C. in C. Med., 
1643/27)

Following from 5th Air Army, Algiers, to H. ., 
Mediterranean - An order forbids all flying in North 
Africa including Morocco, Tunisia and Algiers. Am 
advising that any British aircraft arriving French 
territory will not be allowed to proceed. (V.A., 
Malta, 1829/27).

Twice raided 27th.
(D.O.R., 298)

No casualties, no damage.

4/3 patrols and reconns, unavoidably curtailed owing 
necessity ascertain whereabouts, French Fleet North 
African ports and movements Western Mediterranean.
Lord Gort and Mr. Duff Cooper left for U.K. at 0430
G.M.T. (200 Group to Air Min., 1705/27).

Admty. 2049/19. In Mediterranean warning of the 
approach of enemy aircraft towards the Fleet can only 
be* given by outlying units such as outer air warning 
screen and detached ships. Under „hese circumstance^! 
guidance given in general signalling instructions 
considered most useful. (C. in C.Med.2232/27)

Enemy Intelligence.

I .A. Rome reports that at 1935/23 he saw three 
Italian Battleships CATOUR class, two TRENTO class 
Druisers, two other Cruisers, and ten Destroyers 
south of Sardinia steering East. (D.C.0152/27 to
C. in C. Med.)
Estimated main Italian naval units working '..’astern 
Basin comprise 4 8-in. cruisers, 6 6-in. cruisers,
16 destroyers. Forces mentioned in Admty. C152/27 
are probably units of eastern squadrons normally 
working from Taranto. Estimated number of 
submarines based western Italian ports is 6C , and 
oatrols are thought to exist off Barcelona, Cartagena, 
north of Algiers and between Sicily and Tunis.
‘Capt. 0.3,, NILE, 1633/27)
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East Indies

Convoy B.N.l. is 24 hours late. (C. in C., E.I., 
08562/27). Ov/ing to weather Convoy C.O. will not 
arrive Mombasa before daylight June 30. (C. in C.S.I
0857/27) C. in C . Middle East inquires whether 
vessels in B.N.l. can be used on homeward voyage from 
Suez for evacuation of families from Egypt. Request 
report. (D. of S.T., 2155/27)

Following from R.A.F., Middle East, addressed Air H.Q. 
Aden: - "No. A.88, 25/6. Italians have broadcast 
particulars of British prisoners, and have requested 
reciprocal action. Request instructions in view of 
C. in C.E.I., 0651/22. (N.O.I.C., Aden, 0928/27).

N.O.I.C. Aden 0928/27. My 0651/22 was not to 
Admiralty. I am averse to this proposal being 
adopted yet as regards naval prisoners on East Indies 
Station. It would at once reveal name ofsubmarines 
sunk and their locality which I have been at pains to 
avoid doing. N.O.I.C., Aden, inform A.O.C., Aden, 
and request him to take no action as regards naval 

,, prisoners. (C. in C., E.I., 1447Z/27).

Date of sailing of troops in Berbera movement from 
Mombasa. (.^.O.I.C., Kilindini, 0843/27).

Reouest report re units to embark in TAKLI7/A. (D. of 
S.T., to N.O.I.C., Kilindini, etc., 2329/27). Your 
2329. TAKLIWA must arrive Bombay by (date mentioned) 
to effect this. (C. in C.E.I., to D. of S.T., 
1038/28)

China.

My 0932/26. Governor-General Indo-China is coming
to Saigon especially to meet me. (C. in C.China 
0520Z/27 to Adty.)

America and West Indies

Admty. 1533/26 communicated to EMILE BERT$>N and 
Admiral Robert. Latter has undertaken to assure 
C. in C., A.W.I. that having no instructions from 
France he has ordered disembarkation at Martinique. 
Consider further^undesirable. (DUNEDIN, 1824/27, to 
Admty.)
Consider FIJI should arrive at Martinique 1700Q 
tomorrow. Friendly presence of both ships desirable. 
FIJI to fuel at St. Lucia as soon as situation permits 
(DUNEDIN to C. in C., A.W.I., 1848/27). FIJI to 
comply with DUNEDIN’s 1848/27. DUNEDIN inform 
Admiral Robert. (C. in j «, A.J.I., 2202/2?)
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America and West Indies

FURIOUS Admty. 1755/25. Additional Curtiss not available.
Expect to embark 10 additional Brewsters making 20 
in all by July 1, estimated sailing date. (F.O.C 
3 B.S., 2131/27)

U.o. Fleet. Admty. 2059/26. Movements of U.S* Fleet are for
manoeuvres. (N.A. Washington, 1205/27)

r almirmnte
Coal shortage. Shortage in Punta Arenas acute. ^ CONDELL unable to

leave moorings, other 3 patrol vessels endurance 
halved. (N.A. Santiago de Chile, 1651/27)

New Zealand

Auckland The Port of Auckland, which was closed owing to enemy
Re-opened. mining, has been re-opened. (.I.C. 0494/40)
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

n. /DUISBURG t,0 8 0 A*sTanker, reported arrived Gothenburg 26/6 (1 .0.0495/40)
VULKAN Reported arrived Gothenburg (i.C. 0495/40) 

(Gottenburg 1503/27)

BESSEL Vigo, reported loaded extra fresh provisions 
(I.C. 0495/40)

USARAMO Vigo, reported received 2 lorry loads of goods from 
Madrid last week. (.I.C. 0495/40)

BRAKE Vigo, now painted grey and has transferred 80 drums 
lubricating oil to tanker, MAX ALBRECHT at Perrol. 
(I.C. 0495/40)

LA PLATA Vigo, transferring 800 tons of iron from her cargo
to JOAO PESSOA (I.C. 0495/40)

JOAO PESSOA Vigo; Rumoured intending to sail. (.I.C. 0495/40)

MAX ALBRECHT Perrol rumoured intending to sail (.I.C. 0495/40) 
(Consul, Vigo, 1737/27)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

EURO. 4687 tons, sequestered in Hampton Roads for debt to 
Asiatic Petroleum Company. This is 8th Italian 
ship against which A.P.C. has taken proceedings since 
Italy entered war. (D.S., 296)

JOLE PASSIO 5169 tons, has arrived at Puerto Cabello. (D.S., 296)

BACICIN PA&flg. 5591 tons, anchored in Bay at Puerto Cabello, likely 
to be moved by Venezuelan authorities to Turiamo. 
(D.S., 296)
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GROSS TONS A ARMAMENT: '■

DATE AND TIME:

POSITION: 30*11*11. 13*14*1T. 400 to 450 miles fro* Irish C*wt

SPEED; 8 knots

ROUTE: Trinidad to Palmouth

CARGO; ®Sb Oil (89ft tone)

IK CONVOY; 1*

ESCORT: 8

PATE OP CREW; 31 all told, «ni *ato and another wounded, 3

WEATHER CCOTPITIONS: • • • '•• l;t ■ running.

remarks:- Bunk 3/ shell fire, ship caught Tiro lanedlately. abort 
do round* fired. ti/X c*»cae to surface on starboard quarter at #Md 
300 yards away a ad started shelling at once end chart house* brldj 
and Captain's cabin were destroyed. Xrtglae* stopped, ooats la**1® 
and ship abandoned, and when boats were clear of ship i*/tt at-rtwto 
shell again, then oa>ae alongside bout. It wsa about d40 feet lonj^d 
dare green in colour* 6/U Captain handed bandages and eocae brant 
to beat for wounded.
Crew ploked up by H.M.8. HUMHIOAJM and landed at Plymouth

DATE: lDCi®.
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U-LCA1 :2v kAIGk 6; ; T ,t :;g 

Okies Attacked.

Dutcn, /580 tons, sunk at 1700 in nos it ion 
5Q».09t]I», _• . -., 170 ; S'. . of Cape CXear
2 U-Boats reported in vicinity. HAVELOCK .n 
iiUIk-ICALE searching. (Gapt. (D)9 2116/27)

Estonian, 827 tons less to Gothenburg ’.vita coal 
reported nissing "by Lloyds, presumed lost. 
(D.O.R., 298)

Danish-Cop enhagen-l-aluo ferry steamer reported 
sj.Ji.. "by nine v/nile proceeding to Germany (A.4) 
(Acting Consul, --..Ino, 1421/27)

Danish, 1281 tons, from Powey to Preston with 
China clay, reported missing by Lloyds 
presumed lost, (D.O.R., 298)
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P-10AT C.LllJGIT <1 IIIITIIIG

Submarines Renorted

By aircraft 51.54 *11., 1.22»E 
course south. BOREAS to 
0626/27) . (i.C. 0494/40)

3
investiga

miles 
te

S.S. Bore 
(V.i--.Dcve y

^-o-or V S  ooats 07 and 09 are leaving harhour 
in in search. (V./..Dover, O717/27) 

GKEUEUELID to join in hunt. (H.0*I.C. Boyer 1214/

-̂ ay aircraft 60.24* IT., 05.59'iy., about 112 m. 
n.l,.\7. from Gape ./rath, Sutherland. (D.S., 296)

Possibly in forth Channel, position indefinite. 
(I.C., 0494/40) ATEERSTOEE, EERNIE and GLEANER 
despatched, to hunt. (P.O.I.C., Greenock 1401/2?)
See Submarines .attacked.

.-.E. message. 50.09IT., 13.46 W (D.D.I.C. 0057/28)

B.E., unknovm enemy unit probable U-boat, at 1125/ 
27, 49.1!., 9.40’W unreliable fin. (Devils Point 
Y//T 1156/27, C. in C., W.A. 1303/27) I.C. 0495 
gives position 47.501!., 9.30 W, 224° Lands End 2141

Suspicious submarine sighted apparently steering 
north 025 east.

44.56 '!!., 13.42 *\'I 1200/27 (ss. DEUCALION, to 
-an* Ena Radio, Plymouth A.C.H.i^., 1346/27 G.M.T. 
A . C . W . A . , 1559/27)

1 submarine bearing 320° distance unlcnov/n in 
position 298 1. Ronaldshay 114. (llORTilEIJ! ISLES 
1355/27)

58.32 ., 2.50 V/., reported from shore. (H.&.C.C.
1745/27)

48.47 07.59 118 miles S.W. Land's End.
reported by survivors of s.s. PRU1!ELLA (D.S. 297,
(_.C., 0495/40) VERSATILE and other destroyers 
ordered to search, keeping look out for raft, 
boat and U-boat (C. in C., 2023/27)
P a u  H I L L  A  C.APK H o w e )  f e  O . X * .  L K S - S j

Between Orkneys and Eorway, indefinite Position of 
U/3 homeward bound.

Crossing ooserved on Loop j..o 13, speed 3 knots 
(Dover Loop Station, 0806/27)

U/B report, .dnty., 1156/27, Cancelled (C.
V/.A., 1501/27).

D.P., unreliable fin. .57.30 'I!. , 09.00* W .,

in C .,
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0700

1415

quo. rines Reported, Contd.

BsTinated Dispositions 

1 in finisterre area
1 o n  Cape St. Vincent, may still be far out. 
1 in Bay of Biscay.
1 in ,Yestern Approaches.
1 (possibly) in ITorth Channel,
1 S. TV. of Hebrides honward bound 
1 II. of Scotland homeward bound.
1 IT. of Shetland honev/ard bound.
1 Hort.... rn forth Sea homeward bound 
(I.C., 0494/40)

Submarines .nt tacked

60.24*11 5.59*17 A:tacked by aircraft Result 
unknown. (C. in C ., RosytTi 1022/27) four 100 lb 
.-/S bombs dropped 3 points to port bow. Two ex
ploded about 20 ft from where periscope had last 
been seen, other two 3one 15 ft further ahead 
course of submarine. Oil visible al lost 
immediately. (Donibristle, 1012/27, P.O.C.O.3., 
1048/27)

By NORTHERN I3LB3 in oosition 60.20* II.. 5. 48 *W

Attacked contact 16* from aircraft attack at 0700/1
/    _  _  r  _  >

r~\ N  f  * T  /*1  A  <» r *  '  /l A

. .oyal Indian Uavy. B.O.C. ..I .I.. has concluded 
that the l o s s  o f  PA THAI! was due to mine or 
torpedo. (D.O.R., 295) (

Submarines Reported

33.47 IT., 27.30 E., 200 hies A. A. Alexandria. 
Reported by destroyer DAII7TY. (DAIITTY 1837/27)

Submarines Attached

By aircraft off .Malta, appro:; osition 35.41 *IT., 
(I.C., 0495/40)f
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SITUATION REPORT

French gleet

DORSETSHIRE located RICHELIEU at 0600/28 
10 miles off Dakar and HOOD and ARK ROYAL 
who left Gibraltar to join the search 
were ordered to return to base. RICHELIEU 
entered Dakar, but DORSETSHIRE was re
quested not to do so by the French 
Authorities, and she refuelled at Freetown.

EMILE BERTIIT is said to have commenced un
loading today at Fort de France. DUNEDIN 
was informed that it is intended to unload 
BEARN’s aircraft at Guadeloupe before 
sending her back to France; DUNEDIN is to 
follow her to Guadeloupe. FIJI remains off 
Fort de France.

C. in C., China arrfcived at Saigon today 
for a brief visit.

British Naval Movements

ARETHUSA, flying the flag of V.A. Force H 
left Portsmouth 1500/28 for Gibraltar, .P-S’t'V 
where she is expected at 1800/30.

Air

Enemy aircraft again visited the U.K. last 
night, some 90 machines being engaged in 
dropping bombs over a wide area in southern 
Scotland, Northern Counties, Midland Area, 
East Anglia and the South Western Counties. 
Some damage was caused near Scunthorpe, but 
elsewhere damage was little and casualties 
were slight. Jersey and Guernsey harbour 
were bombed this evening. S3 ISLE OF SARK 
attacked the raiders with AA fire. She was 
due to sail at 2200, and aircraft were sent 
to provide protection.

Willemsoord was attacked at 0240. Hits were 
made in the dock area. Fires and a large 
explosion were seen. Bombs were dropped off 
May Island and in the Firth of Forth, where 
it was estimated 5 or 7 aircraft were in
volved.

/At 1900/28
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At 1900/28. Jersey and Guernsey were 
"boinbed. Vehicles at the harbour and harbour 
sheds were set on fire and destroyed. 23 
people were killed and 36 wounded. A small 
steamer was bombed but not hit outside 
Guernsey.

Gardening was carried out in the Kiel Area.

Mining

Humber and Amble are closed. Blyth and Tees 
are open.

Preparations for Invasion

although there is no convincing evidence, 
there are signs that must not be ignored 
that preparations are being made in Norway 
and Flanders for the launching of a sea
borne expedition supported by aircraft.

Several reports indicate an invasion date 
early in July. (C. I. C., Report No 28)

Reports tend to indicate that German troops 
in Norway are being reinforced and con
siderable numbers of parachute troops are 
also there.

It is considered that there are sufficient

tion in Norway to permit of the assembly of 
an air-borne expedition, or to provide 
cover for a sea borne expedition.

Shipping is plentiful in the Baltic ports 
of Germany and Denmark. It is not known 
-.vhether a sea borne expedition, is being 
prepared.

Movement and concentration of barges and 
small craft, have been noticed in Holland 
and Belgium which do not entirely agree 
with commercial movements. These may be in 
connection with the occupation, but the 
possibility exists that stores are being 
brought down to advanced bases for in
vasion and that coasters, and perhaps some 
barges, are possibly being collected for 
direct invasion.

e aerodromes in exis t since or under construc-

/German Air
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German Air forces are "being re-equipped 
with a view to very early concentration in 
Inlanders and the North of Prance.
(C.I.G. Report No 29)

U-Boat Sunk

WHITE BEAR reports having sunk an enemy 
submarine at 1930/28, between the Isle of 
Lewis and the mainland.

U.S.S.R. Occupies Bessarabia

Rumania today accepted the ultimatum of the 
U.S.S.R. and troops of the latter occupied 
Bessarabia and Northern Bukovin^a.

Italian Hostilities

EAGLE, RAMILLES, ROYAL SOVEREIGN and 7 
destroyers left Alexandria today, to cover 
light forces at sea.

Italian
destroyer Sunk

fe'S PZ.K0;

A flying boat, patrolling in the Mediterra
nean, attacked an enemy submarine at 1150/28, 
about 150 miles South of Corfu, steering 
south, and at 1210 reported 3 enemy 
destroyers in that neighbourhood. At 1830 
the 7th C.S. sighted the 3 enemy destroyers 
about 60 miles to S.E. of their previous 
position, and in the ensuing long range 
action sank 1 Italian destroyer.

Malta was bombed today by 6 aircraft, one 
of which was shot down by a gladiator.

28/6 Mersa Matruh was heavily bombed. 60 hits 
were registered on the aerodrome, which has 
been rendered unserviceable. Gladiator 
aircraft again failed to intercept because 
of inferior performance.

The Italian Govt, has announced that it will 
abide by International agreements pro
hibiting the use of bacteriological means 
of warfare and of poison gas.
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COPY,

SECRET out
W ARN IN G : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(* N O TE . Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (*4O .T .P .M) are excepted from this rule).

SECRET. MESSAGE.

To C. in C. Mediterranean. 810.

Naval Cypher F.

0006/28th June. 

Date 28.6.4-0.

f

From Admiralty.
IMMEDIATE AID A C .

Personal from First Sea Lord.

Your 1049/27. It is clear that there is now no hope of further French 
resistance in North Africa or from the French Navy.

A. We have not yet received the authentic terms of the Armistice regarding the 
French Fleet. The original German terms were that ships had to be delivered to 
a specified port whilst the B.B.C. version of Italian terms is that they have to 
be delivered to French Metropolitan ports for de-militarisation under Ge n  an or 
Italian control. This is probably correct and would probably result in their 
eventually falling into German or Italian hands and being used by them* The 
French however seem to be believing or hoping that they will be allowed to retain 
them and demilitarise them in French Colonial ports.

B. For the above reason we feel that it is essential that they should not reach 
French Metropolitan ports.

G. As soon as an adequate force has been collected at Gibraltar drastic action 
against ships at Oran will probably be taken if they are still there*

D. VALIANT is on her way to Gibraltar and NELSON follows but we may not wait 
for latter* Somerville will command Western Mediterranean Force.

E* Submarines are required to watch Oran until surface forces are available. 
Instructions for them follow. They will be returned to you as soon as possible.

►

F. French Liaison Officer has just brought me a message from Darlan protesting 
against retention of ships at Alexandria, Portsmputh and Plymouth. I replied that 
we had got to win the war not only for ourselves but for them and all 
trivialities and sob stuff about franndship and feelings must be swept aside. He 
asked whether their ships would be fired on if they attempted to leave Alexandria 
and I replied yes SKFif*CX and now they knew it the^
responsibility would be theirs*

G# Assume yo u  are ruar&ing weak capital forces by air reconnaissance•

0006/28. ^  3 ^
Secretary to First Sea Lord.

1st Lord PERSONAL. D.N.I. 3. PERSONAL.
1st S.L. " D. of S.T
5th S.L. " D.T.D.
V.C.N.S. D.N.A.D.
A.C.N.S. (T). D. A/S.W.
A.C.N.S. (F). Hd. of M.
O.S.O. to 1st S.L. D. of P.
D.O.D. (F). I.P.
D.D.O.F. (F)» 
Duty Capt.

ff
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FRENCH FLEET

r-^H00D
ARK ROYAL

After refuelling HOOD and ARK ROYAL pro
ceed towards Canary Is. at 20 knots. Report 
time of leaving Gibraltar. (1st. S.L. 0221/ 
28 to F.O.C.N.A. )

^ RICHELIEU RICHELIEU must be located (V.C.N.S. 0515/28,
to C. in C., S.A.) I have RICHELIEU in 
sight 10 miles off 3akar (DORSETSHIRE, 0600/ :
28)

HOOD
33rR0YAL

Lost immediate. Return to Gibraltar .(C.N.S. 
0755/28 to V.A.A., HOOD)

Unloading of E1IILE BERTIN reported to have 
started today. JEANNE D'ARC leaving for 
Guadeloupe tonight owing to congested 
harbour here. Chief of Staff informs me 
intention is to unload BEARN’s aircraft at 
Guadeloupe before sending her back to France. 
Your 1721/18 part (ii) ? Request 
instructions (DUNEDIN 1702/28 to Admty)

Admiralty 1337 28th June. H.L.S. DUNEDIN 
shadow French Aircraft carrier BEARN. If 
French Aircraft Carrier BEARN proceeds to 
G&adaloupe H.M.S. DUNEDIN use discretion 
whether to follow her in or remain outside.
H.LI.S. FIJI maintain patrol off Fort de 
France taking opportunity for fuelling from 
LA CARRIERE under lee of Martinique.
(C. in C., A.W.I. 2201/28 to DUNEDIN, FIJI)

(All unimoortant units) (N.O.I.C. Falmouth, 
1620/28)

Host definite impression that as far as 
Admiral Planoon and Navy is concerned, pres
sure is being brought to bear by German 
influence in French Government to make them 
do all they can to deny use of Dakar to 
British Warships and Shipping

(b) A message was yesterday read to Naval 
and Air personnel purporting to come from 
French Admiralty and asserting Germany and 
Italy were only friends of France and that 
England was acting against her.

(c) I have been requested to stop use of air
craft of H.M. Ships at Dakar. In this con

n e c t i o n  RICHELIEU reported she had been
shadowed by Naval aircraft. While agreeing 
with above restriction I have formally re
served right to use aircraft when necessary 
for A/S duties.

/ U K . . .
_______________________J

EMILE BERTIN 
JEiNNB D ’ ARC
BEAPJT

Shins at 
Falmouth

Dakar
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FRENCH FLEET

(d) Important British, ships have been held 
up for fuel and water on various pretexts.

(e) 3erth alongside for H.M* Ships will not 
he allowed in future.

4. My relations with Governor General and 
General Barrau (for whom I have great ad
miration and respect) have been and remain 
friendly and cordial. Neither of these 
officials has apparently received any such 
messages as that referred to in paragraph 
3 (b) Nor has any change been suggested in 
official position of the B.M.L.O. This 
again bears out my opinion in paragraph 2 
above and information in your 1910/26^ The 
admiral refuses to question authenticity of 
any signal he has received.

5. As fax as Dakar is concerned therefore I 
consider
(a) Y/e shall get no help from Eaval 
Authorities as long as they submit to in
structions purporting to come from French 
Admiralty.

(b) TheArny, while friendly, will resist any 
attempt by us to assume control anywhere at 
the same time the General was emphatic that 
he would equally resist any attempted in
fringement of territorial rights of French 
West Africa by land sea or air by Germany 
and Italy. He maintained this would break 
terms of armistice.

(c) Y/hile a number of civilians are anxious 
to continue the war, large majority would 
resent our interference and only fight under 
the French flag.

6. The port of Dakar could I consider only 
be secured for our use by the goodwill of 
the Army and people o$ by capture. Latter 
would necessitate employing powerful forces 
to be successful.

7. Request early instrctions regarding use 
of Dakar by H.M. Ships and disposal of Air 
personnel and material at Ouakam aerodrome. 
(C. in C.,S.A. 0606/28 to Admty)

/  Admiral Dakar..



582

War Diary
28.6.1940.
Friday ____

FRENCH FLEET

Dakar Admiral Dakar has refused permission for
DORSETSHIRE to enter port and has requested 
she will comply with the orders he has re
ceived that H.LI. Shins are not to use Port 
Dakav. I have ordered DORSETSHIRE to pro
ceed with all despatch to Freetown to com
plete with fuel. Further signal will he 
made regarding my intentions. (C. in C.,
3.A. in ALBATROSS 1102/28 to Admty)

before leaving Bizerta. From Admiral Esteva 
that if orders for giving up Fleet or units 
were received from Government and not his 
chief he would not obey. From Prefect of 
Maritime that he would never give up Dock
yards. Charges already in place to blow 
nerve centres. (B.N.L.* ~ .sablanca 1003/28

Following is joint opinion of all B.N.L.O's 
Mediterranean ports met Casablanca.

much more determined than Navy to carry on 
war in North Africa and to resist attack, 
although no attempted resistance can be main
tained without supply of munitions.

(2) French Navy. Morale of crevp^D|kar deteri 
orating, some ships have fail^&g^aid, 
others fear the same. British Government 
offer of pay and pensions probably not 
known by men. Promised terms published in 
papers today must have caused strong 
feelings. Pay and immediate lead v/ould 
undoubtedly influence than to follov/ their 
officers who are unanimous in desiring to 
continue war.

(3) The Best form this lead could take v/ould 
be arrival of British Squadron outside 
territorial waters Oran. Morale v/ould then 
immediately improve and Admiral Commanding 
might launch last appeal to French Admiral 
and his C. O's. If French battleships put
to sea all forces would probably follow suit.

(4) Reference B.N.L.O Sud's 1003^28 British 
Admiral could stress undertakings given by 
Admiral Esteva and Rivet which if carried
out would render treaty null .therefore French 
Admiral's action in taking fleet to sea 
would be in keeping with these undertakings. 
1108/28.

Please pass my 1003/28 and my 1108/28 pre
fixed to C. in C., Mediterranean F.O. i/c 
Gibraltar (?) (Casablanca 1309/28 to Admty)

Bizerta Following undertakings obtained verbally

to Admty)

(l) French -̂ rray and Air Force at present
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F R E N C H  F L E E T

1415/28 and Adty. 2343/27. Clause (ii)
The object is to be in position to inter
cept RICHELIEU on receipt of information of 
sailing from Dakar, allowing for delay of 
18 hours in communications. Cruising area 
must be outside range of French Naval 
seaplanes, a squadron of which has recently 
arrived Dakar, it should be to eastward of 
convoy route and westwards of coastal traffic 
and must be within intercept distance of 
RICHELIEU (C. in C., 3.A. in ALBATROSS 1514/ 
28 to C. in C., S.A.)Detailing position to 
which DORSETSHIRE is to proceed after 
fuelling. (C. in C. S.A*. in ALBATROSS 1515/ 
28)
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:;a r  d i a r y . HOME COMMANDS 28. 6.40 
Friday

Defence of U.K

18th C.3 If 18th C.3. to be available to
repel Invasion South of the Rash, 
essential to use Humber or Portsmouth. 
Consider Portsmouth too far from 
C. in C. H.F. Prefer face risks of 
Huraber to admission that cannot 
base Cruisers near Hast Coast. Decision 
must be matter for Admiralty.
(C. in C. Nore 1; 14/28 to Admiralty.)

following 24 hours.
TRITON TRIDENT ^vo Ha vet.
TRIAD TAKU vicinity of 77 P 7 3 and 

D K H I 5420 respectively both 
proceeding on surface to Fro Havet.

SNAPPER C 1.
SEA LION C. 4
SEVERN M B N D 3030
L 23 escorted by Netherlands Torpedo 

Boat Z 5. left Scapa 1800 28th June 
due Dundee 1000 29th June.

NAR7HAL leaves Blyth 0700 unescorted 
on surface for Immingham and leaves 
Immingham 1700 29th June unescorted 
on surface Northwards.

STURGEON A 5
H 34 in H 2 leaving P.M. for Harwich.
H 50 North of Rrownridge proceeding 

submerged by day to L S 21 S 1515.
H 31 3 F .7 Y 0025 proceeding submerged 

by day to Blyth.
RUBIS proceeding on surface due Dundee 

A.M. from North East.

My 0104/28. VARTICK and TALKER 
detailed to ^oin Home Fleet, propose 
they should be used as part of escort 
for" BAR HA!-,!.

HOME PC:HANDS.
Operations.

V.A. Sir J. Somerville will hoist flag 
today in ARETHU3A in command of 
Force H. (D.S.D. 1159/28 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth).

M > I- i s ' i bCarry out operation RlTfriT tonimht 
26/29, 2 M. A/S.B's at C, 2 M.T.B’s
between Somme Bay and Boulogne 
(V.A. Dover 1830/28 to D. I. B0REA3.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.

SAl's Position 0600/29 snd movements for

(V. A. (S) 1703/28).

0. in C. 7. A. 2009/28. to C. in C. H. F. )
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A/3 3.?. 3c illy 
and Ireland

CCDRINOTQN shelled. 

R. i:. Brigade.

ROMS 30N.MANS3. 
perations

28. 6.40. 
Priday

When ready VERSATILE proceed to act 
as in my 1853/26 VIVACIOUS being 
ordered to rendezvous as requisite. 
VANQUISHER and 7INCHBLSBA act as 
A/SSFbetween Scilly and Ireland.
(C. in G. 7.A. 1221/28.).

H. Mi S. VANQUISHER and H. M.S.WIKCHELSEA 
returning to Plymouth for fuel. My 
position course and speed are 048°
05' North 008° 00’ West 051° 12. 
(VANQUISHER 2000/28 to A.C.W.A.)

Off Boulogne see Air 29/6.

deference 0001/26 from Admiralty.
Vito the expection of one battalion 
who will remain temporarily ashore at 
Pembroke dock owing to poor acco modation 
in 3T.BRIAC anticipate all loading 
including embarkation of other 
battalions will be completed by a.m.
I. Tonaaylst July. Brigade will be at
six hours’ notice from then. This will 
be confirmed.
( .0.1.0. Milford Haven 1628/28.)



•='.VJg DIARY. HOME COMMANDS. 28.6.40.
Friday

British air Activity. 

Texel.

Air.

At 0240/28 dive-bombing attack on 
V/illemsoord. Several hits and 
explosion caused. (Chatham 0855/28).

Enemy Air Activity.

1gJAP- Bombed in 57°24’N. 0°36’ by single
A/C Patrol. N0 damage. (TRIAD 1120/28 
to Admiralty. )

Guernsey. Attacked by aircraft4 (ISLE OF SARK
1806/28).

- ;.:e ce; :mai* d s .

Mining

One mine detonated by LL alongside 
Nab End Buoy (C. in C. Portsmouth 
1850/28. )

HOME COMMANDS.

Enemy Intelligence.

Two Cruisers or Destroyers 15 miles 
East of Balta Sound course 210 
High speed. (N. 0.1.C. Lerwick 1324/28 
to F.O.C.O.S.)

It is reported from Gothenburg that 
£  USKO, Finnish 1876 tons, has been

declared Prize oftfar by the Hamburg 
Prize Court. (D.S. 297.)

HOME COMMANDS. 

Shipping.

Ocean Convoys. Re routeing (D.7.D.1732/28).
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War Diary Friday

WEATHER
0500

AREA Y/IND VISIBILITY
North Sea Light

Variable
V. Good in 
North. Good 
but hazy in 
South.

Channel Southerly
Light

Good, local 
coastal fog

■fetem
Approaches

S. Fresh Good

Horns Meef Light
Variable

Moderate to 
Good.

Y/. Coast 
Norway

S. Westerly 
Light to

Very Good

moderate

OUTLOOK
Similar

S. Moderate to 
fresh. Vis. 
Good to 
Moderate.

Veering S.W. 
Mod. to Fresh. 
Vis. good, v/ith 
local fog.

Similar

Y/ind S. Fresh 
Vis Good.
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ARGUS.

FRASER.

CASbALJIES R DEFECTS. 28.6.40.
Friday-

Dragged ashore at Reykjavik. No 
damage apparent. (N.0. I/C Iceland 
1365/28) Refloated (Reykjavik 0040/29.)

Report why after part of FRASER 
could not be towed back to harbour 
(V.G.N.S. 1725/28 to C.S.2.)



War Diary

FOREIGN STATIONS

28.6.41
Friday

p>HOOD ) 
ARK ROYAL)

—  ̂Force 
"H"

WATCHMAN
VELOX

Refugees

French 
Volunteer.

Passenger
Ships

—~̂ Force H .

North Atlantic

After refuelling to proceed towards Canary Islands 
at 20 knots. (D.O.D.(F) 0221/28 to F.O.C.N.A.)

To return to Gibraltar (C.N.S., 0755/28 to V.A.A. 
and Hood).

Intend to put ARK ROYAL and HOOD and escorting 
destroyers at 4 hours' notice from 1000 tomorrow 
for at least 24 hours to deal with essential engine- 
room defects. (F.O.C.N.A. 1512/28)

Admty. 1159/28. Intend transferring my flag to 
HOOD on arrival Gibraltar p.m. 30/6. (V.A., Force H,
1455/28, to Admty.)

On relief by VELOX at 0600/29, off Casablanca, outside 
territorial waters, WATCHMAN to return to Gibraltar. 
Weather permitting, B.N.L.O., Brest, is to transfer 
to VELOX. (F.O.C.N.A., 1700/28)

Ships sailed with refugees for Liverpool (F.O.C.N.A. 
1240/28, 2306/28)

Commandant Aviateur Brevete Pigeaud wishes Gen. De 
Gaulle to know that he is here working for the cause. 
(S.O.I., Gibraltar, 2040/28)

3 ships near Gibraltar (D. of S.T. 2028/28 to
F.O.C.N.A.)

1. A detached squadron known as Force H under 
command of V-A Sir James Somerville has been 
constituted as follows i-
ARK ROYAL, HOOD, RESOLUTION, VALIANT, ARETHUSA, 
FAULKNOR, FOXHOUND, FEARLESS, ESCAPADE, FORESTER, 
FORESIGHT, ESCORT.

2. The following ships will join Force H when they
enter the limits of North Atlantic NELSON,
ENTERPRISE, DELHI, FAME, FURY ST. LAURENT , * SKEENA .

mcs Wes
3. Force H. will for the present be based at 
Gibraltar.
4. Subject to any instructions which may be given 
by Admiralty the tasks of Force H. will be

(a) To prevent units of the Italian Fleet from 
breaking out of the Mediterranean.

(b) To carry out offensive operations against the 
Italian Fleet and Italian coasts.

(Adty. 1724/28 to F.O's Home and Abroad.)

Re. 1724/28, 4(b). Inform Adty. in advance of your 
intentions regarding operations against Italian Coast.

2. 13th. D.F. is to be placed at your disposal for
any operations for which destroyers immediately under 
your command# are not adequate.
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic (Ctd.)

3. When Force H. is in harbour the destroyers 
attached to it are to assist in the patrol of the 
Straits of Gibraltar as required by F.O.C.N.A.
(Adty. 1738/28 to S.O. Force H.)

f

South Atlantic

r~.^RICHELIEU Must be located (V.G.N.S. 0315/28 to G. in G.S.A.)

B.C. Gonvoy Ref. 2343/27. H.M.A.S. AUSTRALIA is to escort
combined B.C. Convoy H.M.S.CORNWALL to remain at 
Freetown until further orders. (C. in G.S.A., in 
ALBATROSS, 1745/28)

Convoy B.C.S. To proceed direct to Takoradi. CORNWALL to
patrol within a radius of 150 miles of Takoradi 
while transports are in harbour. Further 
programme. (C. in C.S.A. 1201/28 to CORNWALL, 
and 1246/28 to N.C.S.O., Takoradi)

Signals Re signal to C. in C.S.4. from S.N.O. Simonstown,
not received (April) (Hd. of M., 1125/28 to S.N.O., 
Simonstown).

South Re his visit to Rio de Janeiro, and situation in
America South America. Ambassador considers any German 

move in Brazil would be strategically determined 
from Berlin and not initiated locally, further that 
such action would be simultaneous in all South 
American countries, might be coupled with Japanese 
action to occupy the American Fleet or coincide with 
any threat of entry of America into war. Interviewed 
Admiral Pickens of U.3.S. WICHITA. Both WICHITA and 
QUINCY will remain handy to Montevideo at least until 
July 19. Argentines have refused their offer of 
visit. (RASAD, 1848/28).

Japanese From known sailings the four Japanese ships mentioned 
Vessels. plus 2 others would have been near Madagascar at time 
Madagascar of this report. (D.D.I.C., 1711/28)

Convoy
S.L.38.

DRAGON

^French
Fleet

V

Cancel my 1735/25. Ocean route for S.L.38 (details 
(D.T.D., 1855/28).

To sail from Walvis Bay for Lagos. (C. in C.S.A. 
0951/28)

Arrivals Dakar 28/6, RICHELIEU, cruisers MILAN, 
EPERVIER, destroyer FLEURET, A.M.C. EL D ’JEZAIR,
EL MANSOUR, EL KANTARA, VILLE D ’ORAN, VILLE D*ALGER,

I c Ton SCHOELCHER . (C. in C.S.A., 1540/28)

Dakar, S.S. ARUNDEL CASTLE, which called at Dakar for fuel
ARUNDEL on 27/6, was subject to long delay and obstruction
CASTLE because she had troops on board. She left on 28/6 

without fuelling. (D.O.R. 300)
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Convoys

Malta 
families.

Italian
Transports

Action, ESPeQo 
Destroyer
Sunk-

fl'V-

Spanish
Preparations

Foreign
Personnel

Greek Ship

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean

General
/ \ru/ Iryou- 0

7th Cruiser Sqdn. (5 ships) and 5 destroyers,
3rd Cruiser Sqdn. (2 ships) and 4 destroyers 
are at sea in the Eastern Mediterranean to va-**-)) 
provide cover for convoys from Malta and Aegean 
Sea to Alexandria. (D.O.R. 298)

re Evacuation of Malta families temporarily to 
Egypt pending decision as to further move. (V/ar 
Office to C. in C., M.E., 1650/28)

Middle East 0/12659, 25/6, to War Office, para 2 
does not correctly represent my view, which is 
that with present Mediterranean forces I cannot 
guarantee to prevent passage of transports from 
Italy to Libya. (C. in C., Med., to Admty., 
2343/28)

As a result of flying boat reconnaissance, 7th 
Cruiser Sqdn. sighted 3 enemy destroyers in 
position 36°001 N., 21°0C’ E., at about 1830/28. 
Action ensured at long range, one Italian 
destroyer being sunk. (C. in C . Med. 0315/29) 
statement.to^lpcal^ress ( in C. Med., 1515/29)

Naval officers and men on leave or without ship 
have been ordered to report for instructions.
Many gun emplacements are being hastily constructed 
at Sant Ponsa Bay, mostly concealed in pine woods. 
(Consul, Palma, 1930/28).

Realize your position about reception of Foreign 
Legion personnel. Every effort will be made to 
pass them on to Egypt. Regret situation in 
Middle East will not allow a British battalion 
to be sent from Egypt to Malta in spite of any 
French troops who may arrive in Egypt. (War Office 
to Governor, Malta, 1655/28)

Understand Foreign Legion personnel may be en 
route for Malta whence they will be passed on by 
Governor to Egypt. Please treat them on arrival 
in accordance policy already indicated in War 
Office telegram 74995, 27/6, for treatment of 
French from Syria. No question of sending 
British battalion from Egypt to Malta. (War 
Office, to C. in C., Middle East, 2130/28).

Your 1729/27. Release Greek ship PETRAKIS 
NOMIKOS forthwith and instruct to proceed on her 
voyage. This step is to meet urgent representa
tion of Minister at Athens. (C. in C., Med., to 
C.C.S.O., Port Said, 1200/28)

Your 1729/27. Greek PETRAKIS NOMIKOS is not to 
be allowed into Mediterranean pending further 
instructions. (D.E.7/.D. 1638/28) to C.C.S.O.,
Port Said).
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FOREIGN- STATIONS

Lediterranean

Poison Gas.

Suez Canal

S/K Escane, 
'gain.

General (Ctd.)

Italian Govt, have stated that they v/ill observe 
the prohibition of the use of poison and other 
gases and bacteriological methods of warfare. 
(Hd. of M . , 1341/28)

Asking v/hat is reaction of Suez Canal officials 
to present situation. (D.N.I., to S.B.N.O., 
Canal Area, 1802/28)

ALrREDO
Admty. 1938/26. S/MaCAPi ELLINI, Lt.Com. 
Cristiano ..Iasi, was not interned but effecting 
repairs, 15 days allowed. Consider escape due 
to Spanish negligence but not bad faith.
Believed returned Italy. (Madrid, 1633/27)

Air.

767Sqdn♦ Your 1643/27. Agreed that operations against
enemy surface ships should be primary objective 
for Swordfish aircraft. It is, however, 
important that no opportunities should be lost 
of carrying out offensive operations against 
Italy. Operations by night over Sicily by 
Swordfish need not be expensive in aircraft. 
Casualties in recent night operations by Vhitley 
and Swordfish aircraft at home have been very few, 
and indicate that slow speed is not a handicap 
at night. (5th 3.L., to C. in C., Med., 1803/28)

Malta Raid. One raid today by 6 A/C. One bomber shot down
by Gladiator. (F.O.I.C., Malta, 2113/28)

Mining

Off Tripoli Within 2 miles of 33°03'181,N., 13°16,36M E.,
(I.C. 0495/40)

Off Brindisi In area enclosed by 40°41,3" N., 18ol0’ E.
40o41’3" N., 18° 11f 2." E. 
40°37’5” N., 18°10’ E.
40°37’5" N., 18°11* 2" E.

Off C. Sparti- Within 2 miles of 38°50' N., 8°56'36" E. 
vento, Sardinia

Enemy Intelligence

Destroyers. A/C report, 3 enemy destroyers bearing 148 deg.,
25 miles, at 1210. (C. in C., Med., 1603/28)
37°05' N., 20°10’ E., about 45’ S.W. of^ante, 
at 1210/28 (I.C. 0496/40)
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East Indies

Bombay Port temporarilyclosed to shipping. All other 
ports open. (Simla, official 28/6)

Admty. 2329/27. Possible date of arrival atTAKLIWA.
Bombay, and accommodation for troops. (N.O.I.C. 
Kilindini, 1049Z/28, to D. of S.T.)

2155/27. No ships in B . N . I .  Convoy are suitable 
for evacuation of families from Egypt. (P.S.T.O. 
Bombay 1206Z/28) to D. of S.T.)

N.O.I.C., Fortress Commander, or both. (C. in C .,
E.I., 0603Z/28)

in most immediate reply which F.O. are making 
to Saigon telegram No.21 which is being repeated 
to you. You should extend your visit if

considered worked up and efficient allowing for 
passage home. (5 S.L., to C. in C., A.W.I., 
18C5/28)

ports the enemy will surely use them against us.
I ask you to consider the last part of Admiral 
Darlan's telegram of June 20. "Regardless of 
orders given to you, never to give up undamaged 
ships to the enemy". (C. in C. A.W.I., 2203/28)

Despite every effort by Governor, Trinidad, and 
self, Admiral Robert has declared himself bound 
to Bordeaux Government. He has today heard from 
Admiral De Laborde, now off French African Coast, 
that he intends to carry out armistice terms and 
undoubtedly Robert intends to do the same.
Orders bearing Darlan's secret signature group 
were received from French Admiralty today saying

to be afforded British warships in French ports. 
Robert does not intend to apply this order here. 
Also French Admiralty have warned French ships 
to be prepared for attack owing to hostile
attitude of British Navy

Convoy B.N.I. Now 48 hours late. (C. in C.E.I. 1443Z/28) Your

C.Q., Port 
Sudan.

My 1517/19. Request early decision whether 
Reporting Office?, Port Sudan, is to be appointed

AMRA Requesting confirmation if she has been released. 
(D. of S.T., to P.S.T.O., India, 2141/28).

China

Saigon Visit Your 0932/26. Question raised is dealt with

ILLUSTRIOUS Requesting earliest date by which she can be

French
Attitude

I make my last request to you to keep your ships 
in West Indies ports. If these return to French

no supplies or communications with the shore were



America and West Indies

French Governor Trinidad is repeating his report to
Attitude(Ctd.) G. in C., A.W.I. (DUNEDIN, 1701/28).

Admty. 2201/27. Unloading of French cruiser 
EMILE BERTIN reported to have started today. 
French JEANNE D^ARC leaving for Guadeloupe 
tonight owing to congested harbour here. Chief 
of Staff informs me intention is to unload French 
A/C carrier BEARN's aircraft at Guadeloupe before 
sending her back to France. (DUNEDIN, 1702/28, 
amended 1245/29)

No ships carrying shipment of cargoes of any 
description are to proceed to French West Indian 
possessions pending further instructions.
(C. in C., A.W.I., 2231/28)

re transmission by so-called New B.B.G. Station. 
(G. in C.A.W.I., 1803/28). Request information 
whether any abrupt change in signal strength 
occurred during this transmission. (D.IT.I., 
2004/29).

Sailing date (Admty. 0955/28, F.O.C. 3.B.S., 
1028/28)

Dutch. Left Halifax. Route to Falmouth 
(D.O.D.(H) 1308/28)

Australia

Intend to sail with British freight ship 
STRATHMORE for Cape Town (arrival date) 
(CANBERRA 0821Z/28 to A.C.N.B.)

f
French 
Cargoes.

Enemy
Broadcast

FURIOUS

Va n

HEEMSKERfK

CANBERRA
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GERMAN MERCHANT SHIPS

DANZIG

HAVELLAND

ORINOCO

Arrived with cargo of Resin. (Consul, Goteborg, 
1545/28)

Left Manzanillo, Mexico, 27/6. (S.O.I., Kingston
1502/28)

Tampico, preparing to sail (press)

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

PAMIA )
PELLICE )

MOSCARDIN ) 
MUGNONE ) 
BARBANA G )

RECCO

SANGRO

TAIGETE

ARC OLA

Prizes, proceeded from Methil to Leith, 
5/40) taken ove 
Methil 1241/27)

i . x  5
(I.C. 0495/40) taken over By British ov/ners 
(N.O.I.C.

Prizes, proceeded to the Tyne (I.C.0495/40) 
taken over by British owners (N.O.I.C.Methil 
1241/27)

Tanker, Terfriffe, loaded 8200 tons from American 
(I.C. 0495/40) tanker DUNGANNON

Tanker, Terfriffe, loaded 500 tons from American A*. 
(I.C. 0495/40)

Tanker, Terfriffe, loaded 300 tons from American tL.. 
(I.C.0495/40)

Tanker, TenJ*iffe, loaded 497 tons from American A*. 
(I.C.0495/40)

CONTE BIANCAMANO My 1601/25. Panama report, ship deposited
60,000 dollars out of 380 thousand dollars 
required for release. (S.O.I., Kingston, 
1051/28)

GERARCHIA

RAPALLO

Still in San Nicolan, 1830/27. (S.O.I. Freetown, 
Sierra Leone, 1155/28)

Toronto Company states pressure being put upon 
them to supply 500-700 tons of fuel. They will 
delay for 3 or 4 days, but owing to neutrality 
of Columbia they will have to fulfil contract. 
(N.S.H. Ottawa, 1435/28)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & LTUTTT;

SDGSKIL L , R . P . A .

(*■!<** WlLL-AnET-TE 
V a l l e y J

LENDA
before 1431/28

0358 )
0435 )

0743

1500

1640 and 
1716
1710

Ships Attacked

45?,27‘ 15*25’W., (Gibraltar
L;/1» 20^5/28;. Torpedoed 2230/28 Not in 
Convoy. (D.O.R., 299) h  U 5/ (P i sj

Norwegian, 4005 tons, 'wreck seen at 1930/28 
J70 Kliles S.W. of Bantry Bay. (D.S. 
EeP°rted torpedoed 50.N., 13.24'W.,

240 xastnet 167• (I.C., 0496/40) (25 survi
vors picked up)

Submarines Reported

D.P., enemy unit, probably U/B, 52. N, 12..'/ 
unreliable fix (D.D.I.C. 0238/28) A second 
transoission of same signal at 0433 in- 
^ c5't®som0:re likely position 50.50'N., 14. W
[lie! 0459/40)7/28 ‘A *C-W-A-- 0519/28)

enemy unit probable U/B 52.N. 11. w 
049§/l^le flX‘ (D-D -I-C -’ °3B1/2S) (I.o. ’’

by Prench submarine RUBIS, 58.20» N. 
I42l/30)teering 130 (RU3IS» 1500/28) (V.A.S

^ e!?y su5^rine reported in position 47.30 •‘N. 
15.oO (C. in C., V/.A., 1836/28)

39.58 i.., 5.14 *E. ROD EL PARAG chased 
(D.D.I.C. 1901/28)

2225 G.1I.T, 

2002

1956

2300

‘
p

0012/29133-66’ 49fc2?r N *’ 15*25’W * (D.D.I.C.,

58.1.., 4. E 270° The Naze 98* position 
approximate, (probably the same U/B as at 
1500) (I.C. 0496/40)

58.15' N., 4.30’ E., 280° The 
approximate, (probably aacm a 
(I.C. 0496/40)

Naze, position 
diffejjit U/B)

57.30' N., 6. 30 *E., 206° The Naze 38'. 
position indefinite (I.C. 0496/40)



597

War Diarv 28.6.1940
Friday

U-BOAT CAKP.r-.IGlT Sc MINING

Submarines Reported, Contd.

Estimated dispositions:-

1 off Cape St. Vincent.

1 N.W. Finisterre or in Bay of Biscay.

1 in Bay of Biscay or Western -Approaches

1 in Western approaches.

2 S.W. of Ireland, of which one was aporox 
51.IT 14.V/ at 0433/28 and the other, 
possibly northbound, in aporox. 52. IT., 
11.W at 0743/28

Possibly 1 N. of Ireland

1 N. of Hebrides homeward bound

1 IT or N.E. Shetlands homeward bound.

1 iii Northern North SEA homeward bound, 
possibly about 59.N.,3.-4. E.

(I.C., O495/40) (D.D.I.C. 1345/28)

Submarines Attacked

Sunk enemy submarine position 58.23'30M N . , 
05.33'W., 113° Butt of Lewis 24* remaining
in vicinity, 1930. (WHITE BEAR, 2327/28) 
Report means of attack and all evidence 
that U-boat was destroyed. (E.O.C.O.S., 
0220/29, to WHITE BEAR)

Reply: Dark hours depth charged. Submarine 
blown to surface and seen to turn over and 
disappear. Oil patches observed, continued 
contact, range decreasing. Remain stationary. 
(WHITE BEAR, 0510/29) Remain in contact 
until FORTUNE arrives (E.O.C.O.S. 1455/29) 
Orders to FORTUNE (R.A.D., 1457/29)

3,
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MIITING

Mediterranean -Ships Attacked

Egyptian chased, suhraarine, 39.58*11., 5.14 
1610 G.M.T. (Gibraltar W/T, 1714)
My s/m message, apparently all clear,
(HOD EL Ea RAG, 1900/28) (D.D.I.C. 1901/28) 
35* E of Minorca. (I.C., 0496/40)

Submarines Reported

By aircraft 37.31*N., 19.55*E (about 45* W 
of Zante) (See Attacks)

3 reported in Massawa Harbour, Red Sea, by 
aircraft. (D.S. 299)

Submarines Attacked

Details of attack by KINGSTON, and finding
Ua, *cU<~.t£d.u of wreck of U-boat beached in 14^26*., N 

41”.31 *E., by LEANDER, which bombarded and
<->1 o 9 Vii+o 1 ^  ^  _______jclaimed 7 hits. 1 very near miss scored by 
Walrus. S.N.0. Red Sea confident that even 
if U-boat is not total loss she will be out 
of action for months. U-boat had one gun.
Probably Italian submarine £ERLA (C. in C.,

' V  E*I* 0741Z (28) My 074l/28~para 1. The U-
boat v/as not the same as that seen by R.A.F.,

out (8. in C., E.I., 0349/29)

Air patrol report attacking enemy submarine 
in 37.51* N., 19.55*E (about 4 5 ’ W. of Zante) 
steering 170 deg. at 1150. (C. in C., Med., 
1603/28)

I x*.. ■ - , further air reconnaissance is being carried
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SITUATION REPORT

29.6.1940.
Saturday.

^*aval Movements

5??S/?QWfS °rdered t0 Dakar by C. in C., S.A. at 
udoo/ 29 to fuel and embark personnel and material 
iron the aerodrome, sailing on completion.

NELSON and 4 destroyers left the Clyde this 
morning for Gibraltar. JERVIS with the new Govemo 
and scores arrived at Gibraltar this morning.

There are insufficient minesweepers in the Humber 
to ensure the 18th C.S. getting to sea without 
delay. C. in C., Nore has informed C.S., 18 
that his ships may use Sheemess or Soutend in
stead of, or alternatively with, the Humber.

Preparations for Invasion

In Kiel Bay 29/6 there were about 16 small M.Vs 
stationary which appear to be loaded with several 
lighters or pontoons evidently of special con
struction. These pontoons were noticed being 
built at Kiel in large numbers on 7/4. They^are 
loaded athwart ships and may be intended for 
landing operations. (J.I.C. Report 55)

Evidence continues to accumulate that Germany is 
making preparations for a seaborne invasion (do)

French Fleet

French Naval and Military personnel in the U.K are 
to be repatriated to French Morocco on 30/6 and 1/7. 
French warships in British Ports will remain there. 
There are very few warships at present in harbours 
in France.

M.T.B. Activity

A/S Trawler WELLARD was attacked by enemy il.T.B's 
14 miles E. of Beachy Head at 0200/29. The attack 
was repulsed after 4 torpedoes had been fired at 
her. CODRINGTON, on the Dover Patrol was sent to 
search.
Four of our M.T.B's were operating from Dover 
during the night 28/29. Two of these struck wreck
age and returned to port with minor damage.
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SITUATION REPORT

29.6.1940.
Saturday

Air

CODRING TON was tombed at Folkestone this morning 
Cardiff was bombed during night 28/29.

Reports indicate majority of long range bomber 
units will have completed refitting by 8/7.
Fighter units appear to have reached a high state 
of serviceability, .̂ir attcks by day must he 
anticipated from 1/7 though it is thought probable 
that attacks will not begin before 7/7. (Air 
ministry D.S. 346)

■r*n aircraft attacked a large barge north of 
Ostend at 0215/29. The barge blew up with a heavy 
explosion and is considered sunk, blocking the 
channel.

Amongst the targets attacked during the night 28/29 
!(fre Waaihave aerodrome, lock gates of the Dortmund 
lias Ranal new aqueductr Flushing and Schipol 
aerodromes and Demok Seaplane Base, Abbeville 
aerodrome and targets on Heligoland.

Gardening was carried out in the Boulogne and 
Ymuiden areas by 6 Swordfish.

mining

There appears to have been considerable enemy mine 
laying by aircraft between F a m e  Island and Seaham 
during the early hours of this morning. The 
sailing of RANCHES TER, NEWCASTLE and SHEFFIELD for 
Immingham has been postponed.

The Tyne and Amble are closed and mines are sus
pected off Harwich, though the port is not closed. 
Humber has been reopened.

Up to date, 6 mines have been found in the approach© to mukland

Troop Convoy

B.N.l. escorted by CERES, bound for Aden, is 48 
hours late. C.M. of 6 ships Y/ith West African 
Troops has been delayed and is expected Eombasa 
30/6.
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SITUATION REPORT

attitude of Spain

The Spanish authorities have forbidden Lloyd’s 
Agents at 3arceiona, Bilbao, Cadiz and Valencia, 
and at Las Palmas to report the movements of ships

Italian Hostilities

Two Italian U-boats were sunk 27/6 and two today, 
one of the latter by a Sunderland flying boat which 
picked up survivors.

ORPHEUS is overdue, and must be considered lost 
(D.C.N.S. 300)

C. in C., Lied, believes that losses of submarines 
may be due to extensive defensive xEasnxjs Italian 
mine-laying even to depths of 200 fathoms, and 
steps have been taken to deal with this possibility 
(D.C.N.S. 300)

A/S air patrols v/ere carried out from Malta and 
Gibraltar.

It is reported that strict orders have been given 
to Italian pilots against bombing non military 
objectives. (Air Min. D.S. 346)
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18th C.S. 
Base

RUBIS

Horae Pleet at 
1 hour's notice 
[See Enemy 
Intelligence)

HOME COMMANDS

29.6.1940.
Saturday

B/C Officer reports Palmouth suitable for 
three fixed Torpedo Tubes. Preliminary 
v/ork in hand for Torquay, Dartmouth and 
Palmouth. Only six Tubes should be 
allocated to Southampton. (N.O.I.C. Palmouth 
1744/29)

If you prefer it, I have no objection to 
your using Sheerness or Southend instead of 
or alternatively with, Humber. (C. in C., NRE 
1508/29 to C.S. 18)

Movements

Position of Submarine at 0600/30 and move
ments for the following 24 hours are as 
follows: 0600/30 TRITON, TRIDENT Pro Havet 
TRIDENT leaving 1200 coastwise for Rosyth. 
TRIAD, TAKU vicicinity of P.P.J.V. 30 00 and 
L.K.T.S. 15 20 proceeding on the surface 
to relieve TRIDENT, TRITON. SNAPPER C One 
SEiiLION C Pour, SEVERN E.B.N.D. 30 30 
3T&URGE0N and submarines H 50 in H One and 
H Two, Sub. H 31 3.P.Z.S. 3000, Sub H 34 
C.P.T.S. 5520 proceeding submerged by day for 
Blyth and Harwich respectively. RUBIS due 
Dundee 0500 from N.E. NARWHAL due Immingham 
a.m. from Northward and leaves p.m. on 
surface Northwards. (V.AS.S. 1828/29)

After arrival at Dundee, Prench submarine 
RUBIS to be detained there on some suitable 
excuse. (V.C.N.S. 0035/30 to V.A.S.)

Operations____

Available Porces at Scapa and Rosyth are to 
come to short notice for steam. (D.C. 1956/ 
29 to C. in C ’s. H.P. and Rosyth)

Pleet at Scapa is at one hours notice. 
Presume that in these and like circumstances 
three ships of the 18th C.S. at Rosyth will 
come under my orders. (C. in C., H.P. 2304/ 
29 to Admty)
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HOME COIDANDS

Operations-Paroe Islands

/our 1303/29 C.C. troops, B.C. and I agree 
landing of 100 unknown aliens in Faroes cannot 
be permitted.

*

*

WELL/3D 
attacked

5 E-boats 
bombed. One 
destroyed:

Propose passengers remain on board 
PjfeC'JfCIA and that destroyer's crew totalling 
450 proceed to Kirkwall in ST. MAGNUS in two 
parties as they cannot all be accomodated in" 
her at once. ><e urge Swedish Government 
be pressed to agree and to issue orders to 
Swedish Senior Officer accordingly without 
further delay. (N.O.I.C. Paroes 2030/29 to 
Admty.)

E-Boats

Am being attacked by enemy E boats in 
position 094i'Beachy Head 14 miles (Intercept 
Soapa W/T 0210/29)
Two Dover destroyers on patrol and 2 M.T.B's 
from near Boulogne immediately moved but 
unable to intercept or locate enemy. Neither 
could 2 aircraft of 16 group on patrol (V.A. 
Dover 1030/29)

5 enemy torpedo boats in 53.31'N 5.20*E 
bearing 180° 25 miles at 0516. Bombed, no 
hits. 1 destroyer in same position course 
035° speed 25 knots and appeared to be inter
cepting a Prench M.V. of 500 tons on same 
course. [A/C 0520/29, Donibristle 0810/29)

6 E-boats 
attacked by 
aircraft

6 E-Boats at 53.29'N ? longitude, attacked by 
aircraft at 2030. Course 240, speed 20 
knots. Result unknown. (Chatham A.C.H.Q. 
0005/30)
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HOME COMMANDS 

Air

British air activity 

E "boats bombed See E boats

29.6.40.
Saturday

6  0 4

Havre Docks, D e m o t  Seaplane Base at Texel, and 
shipping bombed. Fany barges observed at Calais 
Schokland, Zeuder Zee, and Amsterdam. (HQBC. 
Reed. 0152/30)

Enemy air activity

CODRINGTON Bombed near FdQcestone Gate (CODRINGTON 0658/29) 
No damage or casualties CODRINGTON at 1900/28 
v/as ordered to attempt rescue of British airmen 
7 miles W. of Boulogne. She was heavily and 
accurately shelled by 2 or 3 4" batteries at 
Pointe de la Creche and Le Portal, and retired. 
(V.A. Dover 1030/29) Air raid (N.O.I.C. 
Swansea 0815/29) Cancel 0815/29 (F.O.I.C.
Cardiff

Your 1937/29. One enemy a/c dropped bombs off 
Peterhead about 1750. Have six nyV’s at 
Trondheim anything to do with this? (C-in-C 
H.F. 2229/29 to Adty.)

m m m
mm 8S5Ifli -

maw. w SfeStSsM §Si8i
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Lowestoft

ABDELLE
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HOJF, GO HANDS 

Mining

Following has been passed to C.S. 18. There 
appears to have been considerable enemy mine- 
laying by aircraft between F a m e  Island and 
Seaham during the night. The Tyne is closed. 
0335 ends. (C-in-C Rosyth 0440/29)

Tyne closed. Suspected minelaying by enemy 
aircraft (F.O.I.C. Tyne 0129/29)

Minesweepers now available are insufficient to 
assure there being no delay in getting cruisers 
to sea from Humber (F.O. Humber 1053/29 to 
Adty.)

Your letter S.7/9/40 of 28 June. Approved not 
to lay mines off North Pier Steps to be taken 
to block all land exits from this Pier.
(D. of L.D. 1938/29 to N.O.I.G. Lowestoft.)

M.D. ship. To remain in Clyde until further 
orders. Her primary duty is the maintenance 
of channel from Greenock to Glasgow. (D.M.S.
1050/29)

One magnetic mine was exploded p.m./29th off 
Coquet Island. (D.C.N.S. 300)

All U.K. ports are open except Amble, near 
Coquet Island. (D.C.N.S. 300)

One magnetic mine was exploded off Lowestoft. 
(I.C. 0497/40)

Magnetic mines were exploded outside the Tyne 
to-day (D.S. 300)
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HOME GO HANDS

Enemy Intelligence

Trondheim One large warship at S. end of Harbour with
3,000 ton m/v alongside. (Donibristle 1520/29) 
In addition to shipping already reported some 
five other craft from 5,000 to 8,000 tons were 
observed by a/c. (Donibristle 1800/29) (C-in- 
C Rosyth 2200/29) One further large warship, 
probably a Battle Cruiser. (I.C. 0497/40)

Ip~*
At 1758 German a/c bearing 015° from WADBiHQgefl 
53° 10’N, 00° 45’W reported. "6 ny'v’s in 
position of own main forces".

At 1820 a /c using same call sign bearing 005° 
from wAififlflTOir made a signal which included 
the word Peterhead.

At 1837 another a/c was fixed in approx. 58°
OO’N 00° 35'E.

At 1910 position of German Naval aircraft was 
58° 00'N, 1° 00'E making enemy report.

Comment
It is not known whether "own main forces" refers 
to surface or air forces. (D.D.I.C. 1937/29)

Your 1937 and 2020. Do the bearings from 
WADBINO(PON refer to the control or aircraft 
acknowledging message. (C-in-C H.F. 2205/29 
to Adty.)

Your 1937. Was aircraft at 1910 in 58° oo’N, 01° 
00’E same as 1820 or 1837 aircraft or a third 
one (C-in-C H.P. 2209/29 to Adty.)

My 1937/29. Signal reporting 6 m/v* s in position 
of main forces was from controls to aircraft 
not repeat not from Aircraft.

This indicates that the medium sized Merchant 
Ships are operating with the main forces.
(D.N.I. 2020/29)

Your 2205/29. Bearing 015° at 1758 was bearing 
of Control. Bearing 005° at 1820 was bearing 
of aircraft.
Your 2209/29. This was a third aircraft. 
(D.D.I.C. 2335/29 to C-in-C H.P.)

Your 2229/29. Concur that it is probable that 
intercepted signal refers to ships at Trondheim. 
Ships at Scapa and Rosyth may revert to usual 
notice for steam. (D.O.D.(H) 0034/30 to C-in-C
H.P.
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Trondheim 
(cont.)

Ostend

Main units 
at Kiel

Number of 
small ships

Orders to RUBIS 
to intercept

7 M/V* s

Main units at 
Wilhelmshaven

29.6.40
Saturday

HOME COMMANDS

Enemy Intelligence

One large battleship and one camouflaged 
warship were observed in Trondheim harbour, 
also 6 m/v’s, one 3,000, five 5,000 to 8,000 
tons. (Air Min. D.S. 346)

A/C's dropped 24 bombs between bank and a 
heavily laden barge. A heavy explosion took 
place 2 minutes later and presumably the barge 
was blown up which may have blocked the channel. 
(Air Min. D.S. 346)

At 1745 B.S.T. unidentified Enemy Unit at about 
30 miles West of Den Helder. D/F report. 
(D.D.I.C. 1815/29 to C-in-C Nore)

LUTZOW in dry-dock with stern damaged, one 
Battle-Cruiser in Floating Dock, one HIPFER- 
Class Cruiser, 2 or 3 Destroyers. (D.D.I.C. 
2236/29) One a/c carrier and cruiser KOLN 
alongside (I.C. 0497/40)

At 1350/29 eighteen small ships resembling a 
convoy reported 10 miles N. of Terschelling 
course S.W. P.D.W. report. (D.C. 1635/29; 
(R.A.S. 1629/29) Later report says 25 ships 
were sighted 8 miles N.W. of Terschelling on 
a North-Easterly course. (Air Min. D.S. 346)

Proceed with despatch to patrol near 57° 32'N, 
2° 45’Y/. Enemy Forces including transports 
may be approaching Peterhead from Eastwards. 
(V.A.S. 2032/29 to RUBIS)

My 2032. Proceed to Dundee. (R.A.S. 2152/29 
to RUBIS)

Seven n/v’s up to 7,000 tons at 0055/29 at 
54° 45'N, 10° 52’E. heading North. A/C report. 
(H.Q.B.C. 0430/30)

TIRPITZ in Bauhafen, ADMIRAL SCHSER in Bauhafen; 
also Danish Coastal Defence Ship PEDAR SKRAM 
and Norwegian Minelayer OLAV TRYGGVASON (I.C. 
0497/40)
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(W.S.G. No. kk)

(For week ending 2nd July, 19lj.O)

F . I . D .  01507/39« 2nd J u l y ,  19h0

T 6 0 8

Fain Units

1. The following was the position of German main units
29th June, 19h0:-

2• Kiel
1 Battlecruiser probably SCHARNHORST in

floating dock
Pocket Battleship L^TZOV/ in dock with damaged stern 

1 Aircraft Carrier
1 HIPPEK class cruiser leaving floating dock 

Cruiser k 8l N alongside

3. Wilhelmshaven
Battleship TIRPITZ in Bauhafen
Pocket Battleship ADMIRAL SCHEER in 
Bauhafen

JLj.. Trondheim
1 HIPPER class cruiser 
1 other warship

5. Unlocated
1 Battlecruiser probably GNEISENAU 

Cruisers N^RNBERG, LEIPZIG, EMDEN 
Old Battleships SGHLESIEN and SCHLESWIG-HOLSTEIN

6. The EMDEN is probably repairing at a port in Germany and
the NURNBERG is believed to be damaged and may be the unidentified 
warship at Trondheim on 29th June. GNEISEi AU was last located in 
Trondheim on 2prd June, 19 k0.

E-Boats
7 . Two K.A/S.B.s approaching South Colbart buoy, on the night

of June 27tli, encountered two E-Boats apparently stopped to the south 
of the buoy. Fire was opened and the enemy pursued, coverea by his 
own smoke. M.T.Bs. operating off Boulogne closed at full speed and 
sighted the smoke, but v,ere unable to make contact. GEEYHOmm on 
patrol was also unable to make contact. No damage was uixlicted on
either side.

a Five E-Boats in line ahead were reported in position
57 N’ 5 E early on 29th June. They were camouflaged with brown and 
white wriggly verticl stripes, which were effective in hiding deck 
armament. They resembled a large edition of motor launcn R 17 shown
in Jane's P. 2R1.

1
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9. British S. S. HELDER-Ste^fe" reports having sunk an E-Boat
off Cape Barfleur on Sunday June 30th.

10. On July 1st occasional E-Boat
patrols were evidently co-operating with aircraft and making 
frequent use of red verey lights.

In this connection and with reference to co
operation "between E-Boats and aircraft mentioned in para 11 of
W.S.G, No. 2+2 an extract from the patrol rfeport of H 3k is given in 
Appendix II.

Aircraft Activity

North Sea and Northern Waters

ll. Activity has "been normal. In addition to the daily
Meteorological flight there has "been a: weather flight up the East 
coast from North Foreland to Buchan Ness.

12. Reconnaissance over the North Sea from Norv/egian air
"bases was carried out at dawn June 28th and on the afternoons of 
June 29th and 30th. On July 1st enemy aircraft were active in the 
North Sea and a daylight raid was made on Wick during the afternoon.

Bast Coast Area

1 3 . Enemy aircraft were active off the North East coast in
•he early hours of June 26th, 27th and 28th and minelaying_is known 
to have "been carried out on the two latter days in the vicinity of 
Blyth, Coquet Isles, F a m e  Isles and off Seaham. On the morning 
of* June 29th H.M. Ships off Spurn Point and Cromer were shadowed.

Ik. Shipping in the vicinity of Peterhead was "bombed hy
enemy aircraft at 1730 on June 29th and again at 1233 on June 30tn, 
"but no damage was done. -

15. An enemy H.E. Ill force-landed off Spurn Point on the
evening of June 30th and a rescue aircraft sent out to search for the 
crew was shot down hy K.M.S. BLACK SWAN on the morning of July 1 st. 
The crew of this aircraft have expressed their surprise at "being shot 
down. Their machine was without armament and was marked with Red 
Crosses. South Coast Area

l6. Regular reconnaissance flights have "been made down the
Channel. Meteorological flights have been made almost daily 
extending as far as 100* V/NW Lands End.

17.
Folkestone

An enemy aircraft attacked H.M.S. CODRINGTON off
on the morning of June 29th and dropped bombs on Folkestone.

q8. Activity continued in the Channel area
H. M. S. HESPERUS was bombed 30’ SW of Portland Bill 
noon and a convoy escorted by H. II. S. 
of Portland Bill during the

VERSATILE was 
afternoon.

on July 1st. 
during the fore- 
attacked South East

French Coast Area
•jo. Enemy activity in this area has been

June 27th.and July 1st on the Channel Islands.
concentrated between 

A reconnaissance of all

- 2 -
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.deports of locations in Enemy Karbours 
compiled from Ail* Reconnaissance

Date
nop;vay Deport reported
Trondheim Area 1 8" Cruiser )

1 Warship )
1 3,000 ton merchant vessel ) 29.6.1+0.
5 other merchant vessels )

5,000 to 8,000 tons )
Kristiansund Forth & Area 1+ merchant vessels in harbour 13.6.1+0.

Aalesund Area
Haro Fjord 2 merchant vessels, 1,000' tons 10.6.1+0.
Aalesund harbour 3 merchant vessels, 1,000 tons 10.6.1+0.

.. 6 mis. N.E. 6 merchant vessels, one 3.000 tons 10. 6.1+0.
Ajgronde Fjord 1+ merchant vessels, two 3,000 tons

and one 6,000 tons 10.6.1+0.
Molde Fjord 5 merchant vessels, 3 >000 tons 10.S. l±Q •

Leikanger 1+ merchant vessels, 1 to 2,OG0tons
and numerous small craft 10.6.1+0.

Kord Fjord 1 merchant vessel, 2,000 tons
2 merchant vessels, leaving

3,000 tons and 1,500 tons 27.6.1+0.

Sogne Fjord 1 merchant vessel, 5,000 tons 21.6.1+0.
1 destroyer, 1 merchant vessel

1,500 tons 27.6.1+0.

Bergen 6 merchant vessels, 1 to 3,000 tons 25.6.1+0.

Bergen Area
Oster Fjord 2 merchant vessels, 1+,000 tons 25.6.1+0.
6 mis S.W. of Bergen 1 tanker, 8,000 tons
S. of Bergen 1 merchant vessel, 3 to l+,000 tons 21.6.1+0.
Star Fjord 2 tankers, 6,000 tons

1 merchant vessel, 1+ to 5,000 tons 1 5 .6.1+0.
Oster Fjord 1 passenger ship, 7,000 tons 13. 6.1+0.
Sortjoden Fjord 2 liners 15. 6.1+0.

Stavanger 6 merchant vessels, 2 to 5,000 tans
and other vessels

1 small destroyer in dry dock 25.6.1+0.

Flekke Fjord 3 merchant vessels, two of 1+, 000 tons 1+. 6.1+0.
(Naze Area)

Naze Area 1 Transport, l+,000 tons
6 small merchant vessels, 200 tons

and a tug 23.6.1+0.

Kristiansand South 16 merchant vessels 2 to 5?000 tons 13.6.1+0.

DENMARK NIL
GERMANY
Kiel SQHARNHORST in floating dock

LUTZ0W in dock
1 aircraft carrier
1 HIPPED class cruiser
1 K class cruiser 20.6.1+0.
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Date
GERMANY (cont) Report reported

Elbe Area 12 vessels possibly Naval 
1 large vessel, with appearance 

of a flat upper deck similar 
to that of an aircraft carrier

17.6.1+0. 

18.6.1+0.

Cuxhaven 1 destroyer

Y/ilhelmshaven Battleships TIRPITZ, SCHEER, 
BRUKMER and Danish coastal 
defence ship PEDER SHRAM 

2 destroyers in floating dock 
1 torpedo boat in dry dock

21+.6.2+0.
21+.6.1+0.

Wangeroog 1 cruiser and 2+ or 5 attendant 
vessels 21+. 6.1+0.

Langeoog concentration of barges 21+.6.1+0.

Norderney 3 merchant vessels 
6 destroyers, one hit by bomb 

15 barges 17.6.2+0.

Delfijl 3 Groups of barges in Ems River 
above Emden 5.6.2+0.^

Borkum Area 5 small craft at anchor, believed 
to be patrol vessels 21+.6.1+0.

HOLLAED
Arneland 1+ small yachts, 2 barges and 21 

and 1 tug
& 21+. 6 • 1L+0.

Terschelling no shipping 2l+. 6.1+0.

VI i e-land 6 barges and a tug 21.6.1+0.

Texel 6 merchant vessels and 
1 large merchant vessel in dock 21.6.2+0.

Helder 2 vessels in basin, possHWy torpedo
boat* GEL DEED AND and . LITDRI^H (c^aZ-L/^ SLkj 
still afloat 22+.6.1+0.

Zuider Zee 5/6 barges near Island Schokland 
more than 2+0 barges near Enkhuia

27.6.1+0. 
en 27*6.1+0.

Amsterdam 2 merchant vessels, several barges 
and small yachts. Barge activity 
in Merwede Canal and approaches ^ __ 
from Ijsselmeer 26.0.40.

Ymuiden 3 merchant vessels, 2,000 tons 
1 block ship, l+,000 tons 

No change
21+'6-.1+0. 
28„6.1+0.

The* Kook 2+ merchant vessels in harbour, 
two of them aground 25.6.1+0.

Rotterdam 3 large cargo ships 
1 small destroyer moored in river 

About 6o barges removed from 
river above port 
Very many barges between 
Nijmegen and Emmerich

2L+. 6.1+0.

28.6.1+0. 

26.6.1+0.

2
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Date
NORLAND (cont) Report reported

Maas delta 50 to 60 snail craft 
21 barges, 1 river steamer and 

a crane 25.6.1+0

BELGIUM

Bruges Many stationary barges 2b • 6. 2+0

Iieyst 1 grey ship, destroyer size 211.6. bO

Zeebrugge 2 small coasting craft 18.6.1+0

Nieuport 9 barges in canal 26.6.1+0

FRANCE

Gravelines 1 merchant vessel 2,000 tons 
aground 22.6.1+0

Dieppe 2 large vessels in inner basin, 
one sunk 13.6.1K)

Distribution as shown in W. S.C-. No. b3 Dor week ended. 25th June, 1940.
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HOKE COMMANDS

Enemy Intelligence

Minesweepers Ten motor minesweepers at 1350/29 18 miles W.
of Terschelling (I.G. 0497/40)

15 to 20 vessels, unidentified, 4' N.E. of 
Terschelling at 2245/29. (I.Q. 0497/40)

6 minesweepers about 1,000 tons in 53° 25’N,
4° 53*E at 2024/29. (Chatham A.C.H.Q. 0005/30)

Shipping

Commercial Shipping may he sailed to Channel 
Islands provided not more than three ships in 
the Islands at any one time. (A.C.N.S. T.
2016/29 to A.I.G. 47).

French Morocco.

Embarkation will take place as follows

At Liverpool 30/6 AL RAWDAH, SY/INBURNE, ROYAL 
SCOTSMAN, ULSTER MONARCH.

At Newport 1/7 EURYADES, DROMORE CASTLE, 
TREIAWNEY.

At Avonmouth 1/7 CITY OF Y/INDSOR, STRATEGIST, 
BRITTANY.

At Plymouth 30/6 ROYAL ULSTERMAN.

At Plymouth 1/7 BAHARISTAN, BALFE, CALUMET, 
CITY OF EVANSVILLE.

ROYAL ULSTERMAN, ROYAL SCOTSMAN and ULSTER 
MONARCH should be sailed independently and 
unescorted for Casablanca as soon as ready.
The remainder should be sailed for Casablanca 
in Convoy OG thirty six.

After disembarkation ships should return to 
United Kingdom, those requiring fuel calling 
at Gibraltar. (A.C.N.S.(H) 1126/29)

Channel Islands Ministry of Shipping has been informed that

Repatriation 
of French

It has been decided to repatriate French naval 
and military personnel in this country to



War Diary

Repatriation 
of French 
(continued)

North Sea

(a) W. of 4°E

(b) E. of 4°E 

Horns Reef 

Channel

Western
Approaches

Norwegian
coast

29.6.40.
Saturday

HOME COMTANDS 

Shipping

Admiralty 1126/29

Paragraph 2. At Newport delete TRELAY/NEY and 
add CLAN MACBEAN and BECKENHAM. At Avonmouth 
add DAVID LIVINGSTONE.

Paragraph 3. First sentence delete ROYAL SCOT
SMAN. This ship can only make twelve knots and 
will therefore he included in Convoy OG 36.

Paragraph 4. Add "unless this can he obtained 
at Casablanca which it is hoped to arrange". 
(D.O.D.(H) 1841/29)

Consider escort essential for ULSTER MONARCH 
and ROYAL ULSTERMAN. As escort cannot reach 
Casablanca without refuelling request F.O.C.N.A. 
to arrange relief in latitude of Cape St. Vincent 
(C-in-C W.A. 1948/29 to Adty.)

Miscellaneous

Weather

Wind Weather Visibility

S. to S.E. moderate 
to fresh, strong 
locally in North.

Fair to 
cloudy

Moderate 
to good.

r
GoodLight and variable Fair

E.N.E. light Cloudless Good

S.S.E. light to 
moderate

Fair to 
cloudy

Good

S. or S.W. fresh 
to strong locally

Occasional
rain.

Good

(No information available)
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Destroyers.

Polish .-ilous.

f t
Gibraltar.

Brest.

Oran.

FOREIGN STATIONS 29.6.40.
S&t-ur aa-y.

North Atlantic

Two destroyers beaming 535° 
distance 7 miles, course 180° my 
position 020 G3KT 25 (35°N., 9°W) 
(DOUGLAS, 1130/29 to Gibraltar y/T)

Admiralty. 1126/29. 4,000 Polish pilots 
and mechanics at Casablanca awaiting 
transport to U.K. ROYAL ULSTERMAN,
ULSTER MONARCH and AL RAWDAH to embark 
and bring them to Liverpool. (D.O.D.(K) 
1525/29 to C. in C. 7. A. ).

Admiralty 2022/28. Plans to engage shore 
batteries threatening Gibraltar.
(V.A.A. 1146/29).
Situation normal. Defence works continue 
at full speed. 6 French aircraft landed 
whose pilots propose loyalty to us. 
(Governor, Gibraltar, 2000/29).

BNLO B est is now in VCL0X. (F. O.C. .A. 
1119/29).

Air reconnaissance of Oran 1700 today.
No change. (F.O.C.N.A. 2232/29).

French Personnel.

Flying Boats.

S/m. Sup d.v Ships.

My 0630/29. Confirmed all heavy ships 
still at Merkel 1^'oir (F. 0. C. N. S. 1820/29)

Ships taking French personnel to 
French Morocco. (Admiralty 1126/29. 
1525/29. C.in C. 1948/29 to Admiralty 
and F. C. C. N. A.)

Two Sunderlands to be sent to Gibraltar 
for special operations for a period 
of one week. (Air Min., 1025/29.)

GALIANA reliably reported as having 
left for North Spain with tankage for 
30 tons and intention to service 
submarines. Possible destination 
Vigo area. (N.A. Madrid 1838/29).
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VAR DIARY.

RICHELIEU.

Dakar.

BULCLO.

PRETORIA CASTLE.

ARNDALE.

Bunkers, Shipping.

Military ... C.

FORBID STATIONS 

South Atlantic

29.6.40
Saturday.

Your 1514/28 and 1515/28.

A. Your dispositions appear to give 
no certainty of intercepting RICHELIEU.
B. Unless there is any serious 
objection which Admiralty are not aware 
of a close watch of Dakar should be 
maintained by an 8M cruiser or other 
ship until 8" cruiser is available as 
follows

(a) By day at visibility distance.
(b) By night just outside 3 mile

limit.

C. HERMES and available A.Y.C's should 
also be employed on this patrol ss it
is essential RICHELIEU should be 
detected ~nd shadowed.
(1st S. L. 0455/29 to C. in C. S.A*y 
ALBATROSS).

Cancel my 1815/28. Close watch to be 
kept on Dakar within visibility 
distance by day and just outside 3 
mile limit by night. HERMES to maintain 
watch until relieved by DORSETSHIRE 
(C. in C. S.A. in ALBATROSS 0525/29, 
0953/29).
Only means of obtaining information 
through Consul-GeneralAppointments 
to his staff. Officers of fi.N. L.O. 
evacuated (C. in C. S.A. 1555/29)
Arrivals 29/6, French sloop 
BOUGAINVILLE end French oiler GARONNE.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1150/89).

To meet DRAGON at Lagos and then 
proceed ’reetown. (C. in C. S.A. 0917/29).

Required at Freetown for escort duties 
not later than July 23. Situation in 
’.Vest Africa may necessitate recall 
before  ̂iis day. (C. in 3. S.A. ,1253/29 
to 2. A. S.A. D.)
Unable to request extension of stay. 
Important ^ot to encroach too far on 
Brazilian goodwill. (Ambassador, ’’io 
de Janeiro, 1414/29 to R.A.S.A.D. ).

Your 1039/28. Policy for the present 
is that outward shipping should proceed 
to Cape direct or bunker at St. Vincent,
C.V. Homeward shipping convoy ships 
bunker at Freetown, independent ships 
at St. Vincent if necessary. (D. T.D. , 
1844/29 to 0. in C.3.A. )

B.M.L.O. informed by Oen.Barsas that his 
duties have ceased. Instructed to embark 

_________________________ .________
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CAD .

0envoy A. 1
S/m Patrol

Greek Water?.

NARVAL.

Turkey.

3 hi oping.

Dvacuation.

FOREIGN STATIONS
Mediterranean.

29. 6.40.
Saturday.

Bring convoy through Kithe^n Strait 
and proc . sd :o close south of Effete
(0. in C.Med., 1725/29} (C. 3*3 1841/29)
Route (G. 3.3 1852/29, 2059/29)

Off Marseilles and Algiers. Orders to 
PROTEUS and PANDORA (7.0.I.0.Malta, 
2130/29) (V. A. Yalta, 1930/29).

Greek A dr i^alty inform me 3 British 
destr yer3 with BRITISH UNION at 
Monemvasia. Probably now located by 
enemy nd Admiralty ask that all may 
leave to avoid incident if British 
ships are attacked in their undefended 
harbour. (N. A. Athens 1893/29).

Message rom General de -qulle to 
Go unander of NARVAL, con ̂ ratula t ing
him on courageous action (D.N.1.17&7/29).

re purchase of Oerlikon guns for us on 
an agency basis (D.N.I. 1302/29 to 
IT. A. Ankara).

Sir Henry Barker, Ministry of Shipping 
representative at Alexandria, asked to 
collate shipping requirements.
(D. of 3. 3. * to 0. in G. Med. ,1725/29).

Scheme ^or compulsory evacuation necessary 
families, officers and other ranks.
(G. in C.K.E. , to W. 0. , 9935/29).

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean.
Air.

S.S. J- -V -VL.0 bombed. 

767 Squadron.

O p e r a t i o n s .

5 destroyers and 3 
G/'m'y M  .assawa'.-

3o "'bed by Halian planes 36. 3° , 24 J.
(Sofiipa W.T. via Portishead Radio, 1440/29).

Re primary object of. but offensive 
operations arainst Italy important.
(Air .Tin., 1530/29 to H. R. Malta.)

Summary No. 19, reconnaissance Tobruk, 
etc. 1 submarine attacked, results not 
known. (' .R. , R.A.R. • F. 1922/2°).

'editerranean.

line::':;/ In telligence

Air reconnaissance June 26 reports 5 
Destroyers, 3 submarines at Tassawa (A.I) 
(£.0.1, Alexandria, 1305/29).
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7AR DIARY.

Destroyers enraged 
28/6.

s. s. CAVALLO bombed.

Bardia.

6 1 7

r JOAJICPS 

Mediterranean. 

Energy Intelligence

29. 6.40. 
Saturday.

Reconnaissance reports 0800/29 ship 
approx. 5000 tons steering 3. , 32°13’ N. ,
24 30* 3. (R. a. , Alexandria, 1341/29).

Two of t he 3 Italian destroyers which 
were in action with the 7th c. 3. 75 miles 
Vest of C.Matapav 28/6 were believed 
to have been off Benghazi at 0430/29.
It is now known that the destroyers 
concerned were Z3FFIR0, E3P3R0, and 
0STR0. ( I. C. 0497/40).

British (2268 tons) was bombed in 36°39' N II 
24° (off Cape Malia, Greece 45 miles) at 
1440/29 (I.C.0497/40).

A/c. reconnaissance saw 2 destroyers 
anchored in the harbour and considerable 
concentration of M.T. in the neighbourhood 
(Air Min., D. 3. 347).

■■
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■ .AG DIAR'D FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies.

29.6.40.
Saturday.

Convoy J.S.I.

Port Sudan.

Dispositions

Troop Transport.

Minesweepers.

Admiralty. 2000/22. Request convoy be 
referred to as 3.1 as suggested in 
my 1028/1? and not as V. 21 
(C. in C. , E. I. , 0427Z/29).

Your 1517/19. Understood that 0.0. C. 
in C. , M. E. , has now appointed military 
officer as Portress Commander. Appointment 
of .Vhitehouse as N. 0.1.CT. with acting 
rank of Commander and of Parquharson 
as Extended Defence Officer aoiroved.
(D. of L.D. , to C. in C. 3. I. , 1544/29).

As HECTOR and VE3TRALIA are now joining 
your command request you will take action 
on my 2559/14 (to send one A. '.C. to S.A. 
Station) temporarily suspended by para 2 
of my 1818/24. (D.O.D.(?) 1845/29).

Request from Nairobi to despatch battery 
and details to Aden per s. s. TAKLI.7A for 
outward transit Berbers. Request 
concurrence or other instructions 
(N. 0.1.C. Kilindini, 1802/29).

Your 2531/25, re craft for conversion 
to fast minesweepers. Regret none 
available. (P. 0. C.R. I. N. to C. in C.Med. , 
0421Z/30).

FOREIGN STATIONS 
China.

Saigon meeting. Meeting with Governor General Indo China, 
French Naval C. in C. , and local French 
naval and military representatives.
G. G. affirmed his continued duty to 
Allied cause, whose interests now 
coincided in Far East in resisting 
Japanese aggression. Requested my 
assistance by S/m’s possibly based 
Camranh Bay and of demonstration 
patrols by H.M. ships in Tongking Gulf. 
Replied I would do all in my power to 
assist with occasional patrols but feel 
French other than Naval C. in C. did not 
realize weakness of my forces especially 
submarines. Stressed the fact that 
British policy must be avoidance of 
war with Japan. Present a'.titude of 
G. G. is to obey outwardly orders of 
Bordeaux Government while still asking 
for our co-operation. Considers dis
obedience to Bordeaux would result in 
denunciation of Indo-China and invite 
Japanese attack. Asks our naval and 
economic assistance. Invitation to join
me at Singapore was not received with 
encouragement but idea was not discarded.
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FORE I O '  S T A T I O N S 29. 6.40. 
Saturday.

China

BONAVENTURE ^  ------------

Routes.

CANBERRA.

Inuo-China as a whole anxious to continue 
.vur, but lacx strong ships. (C. in C. China, 
1315 25/29, 1835 Z/29).

Frontier situation quiet. Chinese Customs 
report 3ha-U-Chung now evacuated by- 
Japanese and Jerry Service from ’aiso 
resumed. ( }. e. C. Hong Kong 2207/29)t

FORE I'M STATIONS

America and Vest Indies.

Co sail for Halifax as ocean escort with 
f?£V£'N<5£’ a»id then proceed Bermuda to work 
up. (D.O.D. (H) 1931/29)

Routing officers in U.S. and Canada 
instructed that any ships bound to a po^t 
between Southampton and Chames are to be 
routed to Portland for further instructions. 
(N. S. H. Q. , 011awa 1309/29). ’

FOREIGN STATIONS 

Australia.

Arrived Prefcmantle escorting STRAJHHORE 
28/6. (A.C. .3., 04592/29) Left Fre^mantle 
for Capetown for service under C. in C. 
o.A., (A.C.R.B. 1010Z/29). Date of arrival 
(11012/29).

New Zealand.

Broadcast station signing itself "Jew British 
Broadcasting Station" heard, 1st class 
transmission, consisted of subversive 
propaganda and instruction in English.
(S.O.I. , Wellington, 0132Z/29).

Hines located to date in approach to 
Auckland (6). (f.0. /Wellington, 2321 Z/29).
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JAR DIARY ■ SRi.lA : MERCHANT SHIPS 29.6.40.
Saturday.

REG3HSBURG Yokohama, returned to anchorage
outside outer breakwater after day 
docking. (Oapt 0. S. Singapore 0507* Z/29)

I'anzanilla, de])q.rted after loading scrap 
machinery. (Capt. .3., Singapore,
0507 Z/29).

Split reports arrived Dubrovnik 27/6 to 
load bauxite. Another German ship 
expected Split on 15/7. (G. 0.1. Alexandria. 
1616/29).

Informed Ruegen W/T station high pressure 
piston defective. Returning Kiel (? 
0400/50) half speed (A.C.0.S., 2017/29).

arrive Kiel until 1400/29, oresumabl.y 
from Oslo. (I.C., 0496/40).'

OSORIO Reported by Y/T 0813/28 she would not



JAR DIARY ITALIAN MERCHANT 3HIP3.

ABBA3IA

PORTUHATA

CAPO ARMA

TORGELLO 

CATERINA HAD\£

29. 6. 40. 
.Saturday

Varna, June 29.(Oalatzi, 1022/29)

Expected to sail from Casablanca 29/6. 
(P.O.C.N.A. 1735/29). 5L

Reported at Oalatz laid up 24/6.
(I.C. 0496/40).

At Voma 24/6. (I.C. 0496/40).

At Oalatz 24/6. (I.C. 0496/40).

OIOVAR I

CAPO 0LI.T0

AOUGLIA 
BIANCA MARIA 
GIAN PAULO 
GIORGIO 0R3INI 
RUBATTINO 
and two others

Brigantine in 44° 3 41° E at 1105 
GMT 27/6. (I.C. 0496/40.)

Has arrived at Gibraltar from 
Marseilles. (I.C. 0496/40'.

passed through Corinth Canal for Leros 
between 1700 and 1730/29/5.
(I.C. 0496/40.)



a.a. ISM.-1H& YvUWJi

GROSS TONS A ARMAMENT: 4127; »o , un.

DATE AND TIME: 8.30 ft./a. Saturday 89th JWM.

POSITION: 49*8C*M. 13*fi«'W.

SPEED: At tiiaft 5 to 6 Knots.

ROUTE: Qaretoa to Port Stuphur - Louisiana.

CARGO; In ballast

IN CONVOY; Tea, at first, but had fallen out dua to angina twllt. 
Doing Mo. 10 alg-sag.

ESCORT: 3 destroyara.

FATE OF CREW; 34 all told; 8 miaalng.

WEATHER CONDITIONS: m :.1 <*rnte.

REMARKS:- Tha nrarlotta morning (Friday) at 1 a.m. a wireless weiW* 
hid bran received advising of a fc/M l'X) nllaa to tha N rth. 
was bad than but elaarad and anodereted later. At abova time noin or 
a gun henrd am starboard quartar. Tha shall passed through the 
accommodation and blaw the third Engineer'a bunk right through tw

W ay. Tha shot appaared to have bean fired at close range. •• ‘•®* 
8 “NT out immediately. Two mora shots ware fired into after •«««**" 
datlon. 8hlp stopped, boats in water. As master climbed down Ut 
boat enemy fired again. The shell passed by men standing in boat*** 
into side of ship ee master had to ellmb bash and descend by rope. 
These shells did not explode. The 8/8 now on starboard aids fire 
another 8 shells. These were fired at point blank range and went 
through tha engine room. Than 8/M torpedoed vases- between Mo. M a 
and 4  tanks; While 8/M was on tha surface. A terrific buret oi
flame shot up about 160 fast high with column of dense 
to 600 feat and ah ip disappeared almoat immediately. All this tM*
BAt was in sight, orulslng from starboard quartar to port xL .tern. ?‘ .n S/K o a w  oe.r to «,..t.r'.bo,.t ena for « • * £
th. .hip .ad »rt.d If W  « • »  lnjur«d. sh. r.«.lnod .dout iO m U j ^ ^  
but no further conversation took pises. Vary little was 
water and her decks were sell awash, about 800 fast long and h*»- » 'VZ SLSl Z.r wiZ 6 or « man l.aning
uiin^fforward) only, and resembled U-80. Eventually aha «on J|0
gorthaard and was in sight until she aubaargad at 8.56
time to submerge. Maathar eas * 1̂ *  At 6.60 •.*. drat
HuTklgAMS and Jeter destroyer sank tha bow of tha KMPIkl Touo^b «np
Yhla*ia a good axamplaof a belated ship in convoy opting attaakad A
DATE: 16/T/40. ^  ^  "*<***'
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Saturday

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & - 'IKING

EMPIRE TOUCAN

»rv%w(T
L r ^  ^rv-v. /  v U 7  -t ,

Ships Attacked

British, 4127 tons, torpedoed 0425/29 in 
49.20'N., 13.52'W., about 220 miles S.W. 
of Bantry (Land's End Radio, 0325/29)
Sailed in convoy from Mersey 25/e. Escort 
had parted company (D.O.R. 299) Sinking 
rapidly by the stern. (Gibraltar W/T, 
0434/29) 3 killed (D.9 1207/29)
Ship torpedoed 49.06 N., 14.24'V/. (COPTIC 
via Gibraltar W/T 0348/29) Cancel my 0348 
correct position 49.20 IT., 14.08 W (COPTIC, 
0800/29) Vessels ordered to attack U-boat. 
_C. in C., W.A. , 0514/29, 0851/29)
Entire crev/ rescued except 3 killed (Capt.
D 9 1207/29)

Unnamed Ship Attacked by U/B 0317/29 in 52.08'K., 6.24'W
°317 245° Tuskar Rock 9' (i.C. 0496/40)

Dutch. Presumed torpedoed approx 220 miles 
7/. Pinisterre (survivor's report) Date not 
known. (I.C. 0497/40)

Submarines Reported 

Estimated U/B dispositions.

1 in Pinisterre ^rea
Possibly 1 in Bay of Biscay or W. of Ushant

2 in Western approaches.
1 passing through Y/estem approaches home

ward bound from Cape St. Vincent area.
1 in St. George's Channel. May have come 

through Irish Sea.
1 N.W. of Ireland homeward bound.
1 N. of Shetlands homev/ard bound.
1 Northern North Sea possibly about 59. N.,

2. E steering S.E.
(D.D.I.C. 1222/29)

KOORDBBCKT 
? Date

0325 G.il.T.

0348 G.K.T.

1243

1242

0317

49.20' IT., 14.08' W (D.D.I.C., 0615/29) (C. in 
C., W.A., °514, amended 0851/29, COPTIC 0343/ 
29, 0800/29.

49.06 'IT., 14.24* V/. (D.D.I.C., 0615/29) (C. in
C. , W.A., 0654/29) Capt (D) 9 ordered to 
search (C. in C., W.A., 1036/29)

D. P., 50.IT., 11.W., unreliable fix. (D.D.I.C. 
1324/29) (C. in C., W.A. 1344/29)

D.P., indications of U-boat 120-150 miles 
further southward of 1248, position indefinite 
(D.D.I.C. 1324/29)

52.04 N., 06.20 W., 9 miles W.S.W. from 
Tuskar Rock. VAITOC to attack (C. in C. W.A.

0504/29)
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BXZ2

0124

0158

1040

2320

2025

1300

0100/26

2157

29.6.1940
Saturday

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & AIIIIITG

Submarines Reported, Oontd.

Position is 52.15* N., 06.00 *W (C. in C., 
W.A. 1807/29) Continue to hunt (A.C.W.A. 
1847/29)

S.S. Shetlands, position indefinite (I.C. 
0496/40)

49.50* N . , 15.40'W., 248° Fastnet 252* 
position reliable. (I.C., 0496/40)

58.36'N 2.38* W Suspected U-boat reported by 
aircraft B 4 (I.C. 0497/40)

57.N 4.40*E reliable (I.C. 0497/40)

51.4*N 1.35*E aircraft sighted P/s course 
140° B 3 (I.C. 0497/40)

27* N.W. of Ymuiden, course about 300. A/C 
report (H.Q..B.C. Reed. 0152/30)

Submarines Attacked

Attack by BARON ERSKINE in company with 
BARON NEWLANDS, on U-boat which shelled both 
ships 0100/26 16 miles N. of Cape Sigh, 
Algeria. One certain direct hit and 
possibly second one at range of about 2.5 
cables. Strong possibility of U-boat sunk 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1233/29)

U/B depth charged by WHITE BEAR (See 28/6) 
no contact. 3 patterns fiyed in position 
relative to mask buoy given by WHITEBEAR No 
results. (FORTUNE, 2157/29)

r- sn, &>i, tp.
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Saturday.

u -b o a t c a m p a i g n <Sc m i n i n g

Mediterranean East Indies.

Submarines Reported

1337 34.00 N., 27.30 E., about 90 miles S.E.of
Crete. Reported by H.M.S. DAINTY (D.3.299)

LIUZZI
SALPA~~
UEBI SCEBBU

A L f  A ^

i*. a]S-bl-

Submarines Attacked

£■6̂ —(Boparato  ohcret-) [CchSols. £e-7ve»?Ai£ LiOzzt
/

Italian submarine LIUZZI sunk 27/6 in 
position 33.46'N., 27.27' E. Italian sub 
marine SAL?A* sunk in position 35.24' N., 
20.10'E. Italian submarine UE3I-3CEBSLI 
sunk in position 35.29'N. 20.06'E., 0300 
to-day Saturday. Have secret orders for 
Italian submarine which orders them to be 
in following position at 0400 to-morrow 
Sunday, 30/6:- ONDINA, 34.16 N., 23.24'E., 
AITFITRITE, 34.43 'N. , 23.40' E., SAIPA, 33.
4 6 'N., 23.10'E. UEBI SCEBEI^I, 33.16*N 
22.56'E., returning to Augusta, July 10.
Am sweeping towards northern cos it ion stated 
(DAINTY, 0915/29) Req uest publication de
ferred for present. (C. in C., MEd. 1427/29)

GALV1NI

RUBINO

(see 24/6) Summary of EALLIOUTH's written 
recort on destruction. (3.N.O. Persian 
Gulf, 09502/29 ^955/ 39) 3 officers and 23 
ratings lost, 31 survivors including C.O. 
and 3 officers. , N

/ ( R M i n o,  p - C 7 V

Sunderland B/B No L 5804 reports having 
sunk enemy submarine“in position 39.10' N., 
18.49'E and has picked up survivors. Re
quest publication be deferred for present.
(C. in C., Med. 1733/29) 4 survivors picked
up by Sunderland (H.Q,. R.A.P., 2100/29^
Result of interrogation (V.A. Malta, 1405/30)
H.Q,., R.A.P., Middle East. Operational 
Summary No. 22. Para 1, Egypt, June 29, 
one Sunderland 201 Group successfully 
destroyed Italian submarine. 2 250-lb. A/S 
bombs released. Ope direct hit abaft 
conning tower. Bubbles, debris and oil 
appeared after submarine sank, later large 
oil patch 300 by 500 yards appeared on 
surface. Sunderland alighted and rescued 
four of submarine crew. (HQ, RAP, ME, 
1836/2/7)
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SEVERN

Germans land 
in Guernsey.

Troops for 
Iceland.'

30.6.1+0.
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

HOME COMMANDS.

6 2 5

At 1900/30 SEVERN unsuccessfully attacked a north
bound destroyer 50 miles S.W. of Lister.

E-Boats attacked the British S.S. HELDER 1+1 miles 
off Gape Barfleur during the night 29/30. HELDER 
reports she sank one of the enemy.

War Office reported at 2300/30 that 9 German troop 
carrying planes had landed in Guernsey and that 
telephonic communication had ceased. The aerodromes 
in Guernsey and Jersey were reported by a/c 
reconnaissance 3 hours earlier to be fully serviceable

Convoys.

S.S. ANDES and 2 destroyers arrived at Sedisfjord, 
Iceland 1915/30.

Force H.

V.A. Sir James Somerville arrived at Gibraltar in 
ARETHUSA at 1800/30. He is to transfer his flag to 
HOOD.

French Fleet.

FAULKNOR and FEARLESS left Gibraltar at 071+2/30 
to patrol 30 miles west of Oran.

HERMES is patrolling off Dakar and VELOX off 
Casablanca.

It is reported that the ARUNDEL CASTLE, which called 
at Dakar for fuel 27/6 was subjected to long delay 
and obstruction because she had some troops on board. 
She left p.rn. 28/6 without fuelling.

EMILE BERTIN at Martinique is disembarking gold.
FIJI left Martinique today to fuel at St.Lucia. 
DUNEDIN remains at Fort de France.
BEARN at Martinique has not yet disembarked her 
aircraft.

It is very doubtful if anything can be done to secure 
co-operation of the French Fleet, and, short of 
surrender to enemy, position cannot deteriorate 
further. Feelings of officers vary from definite 
hostility to negative wishes not to embarrass 
British Fleet.(War Cabinet Summary 337)-
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30.6.U0.
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT

Air.

3 enemy a/cs. bombed Portland in daylight this .
evening. No damage was done. 18 bombs were dropped,! 
7^of which did not explode at the time. Shipping 
off Peterhead was also bombed.

There were further raids on the U.K. after dark last 
night and incendiary bombs were dropped in many 
parts of the country. No damage of any military 
importance was done and there were very few casualties.

The entire North Sea area was covered by our patrols 
from dawn and throughout Iasi night. An area from 
the North of Scotland, the Faeroes and the English 
Channel as far west as the Isle of Wight, was 
patrolled during the night.

At 2030 our a/cs. unsuccessfully attacked 6 enemy 
E-Boats off Terschelling.

Attacks on barges in the Haaslijus Canal last night 
were unsuccessful. The old aqueduct of the DoriLLind-l 
Ems Canal was attacked and two 500 lb. bombs were 
drop ed in the Canal about 50 ft. from the lock gates. 
The aerodromes at Barge, Norderney, Borkum, and 
Schipol were attacked.

Gardening continued in the Eehmam Belt area 
successfully.

Mining.

The Amble (near Coquet Island) is closed. All 
other ports in the U.K. are open. Magnetic mines 
were exploded off Portland and in the Portsmouth 
approach channel today.

Movements.
ILLUSTRIOUS has been ordered to return to Scapa 
Her defects will necessitate her remaining at 
Halifax until 6 July.
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War Diary.
3 0 .  6 • lj-0 -
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT . 

_Italian Hostilities.

ifr "a Vas bombed by 6 a/cs. p.ra. to-day. Little 
damage was done and there were few casualties. 
Submarine patrols have been established off Oran 
and Algiers.

.aircraft drop; ed bombs without success on destroyers 
m  the Central Mediterranean.

Preparations for Invasion.

Prom all the evidence available, the preparations 
for sea and air Ijorfie expeditions apnear to be 
nearing completion.(C.I.C. Report 31).
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HOI,IE COMMANDS.
Defence of u . K .

Your 230A/29. MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, NEWCASTLE, 
YORK ace now at 15 minutes for steam.
(F.O.C. 18 C.S. 001+5/30 to C.in C. H.F.).

Movements.

Position of S/ms. and movements for following 21+ 
hours at 0600/ 1/7.

Positions from S.P. 02271+ (i+).

TRIAD, TRITON vicinity Fro Havet TRITON leaving 
loOO coastwise for Rosyth.

TAKU D N L Z 1530 proceeding on surface to Fro Havet.

TRIDENT G B M F 2050 proceeding on surface to Rosyth.

SNAPPER C. One.

SEAL I ON C. 1+.

SETERN J Z U B 3030.

STURGEON and H.50 in H. One and II. 2.

NARWHAL vicinity R Q G R 1010 proceeding on surface 
Northward.

H. 31 due Blyth 0800 from Southward.

11.31+ arriving Harwich a.m. from Gap E.
(V.A.S. 1726/30).

Swedish Destroyers.

Swedish PATRICIA with Destroyer Crews and Passengers 
and under orders from Swedish Govt.unexpectedly 
ready for sea, presumably for Kirkwall. CASTOR 
still at Skaale Fjord. Request instructions for 
ST.MAGNUS and WINDERMERE.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 0100/30.)
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Operations.

S/ms ♦
SEVERN. At 1900 unsuccessfully attacked one northbound

Destroyer in 57°28’N. 5°31fE.
(SEVERN 2331/30 to R.A.S.)

Dover.

Naval. ( N . O . I . C .  Dover 2 2 5 6 / 3 0  to Dover Force).

E-Boats.

E-Boats Attacked. M.T.Bs. will carry out sweep tonight to destroy 
~ E-Boats and M/Vs. off mouths of Maas and Scheldt. 

Sweep will cease at 0200/1, and 3 Fighter A/c. 
will provide protection from dawn 1/7*
(Chatham A.C.H.Q. 2051/30 to Adty.)

British HELDER, 979 tons, sank an E-Boat during 
night 29/30 June about 2+0 miles from Cape Barfleur. 
(C. in C. Nore 1505/1 to Adty).

Air.

Enemy Air Activity.
EMPIRE Off Peterhead. Bombed at 1250/30.(Scapa W/T.
HENCHMAN. Reed. 1300/30).

No damage (I. C . 02+93/2|-0).

TOPAZ British, 577 tons, attacked 220 Beachy Head 20’
(ARABIS 0035/30).
It is reported that nine German troop-carrying A/C. 
landed in Guernsey on 30 June. (D.S. 300).

Three enemy A/C. made a daylight attack on PQrtland 
in evening of 30 June. No damage.
(D.S. 300).
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E.Coast nine 
barrier.

Portland.

Flamborough.

Portsmouth 
Approach " 
Channel.

A/C.attacks on 
2 destroyers.

Bergen.

Iiaugesund.

30.6.1+0.
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS
Mining.

In view of new situation, am of opinion that 
further consideration sh uld be given to prolonging 
the East Coast Mine Barrage in a N.W. direction to 
protect shipping between Kinnairds Head and Pentland. 
Firth. (c. in C. Rosyth 111+7/30 to Adty.).
C. in C. Rosyth’s 111+7/30. I agree. (C.in C.II.F. 
1009/1 to Adty.)

3 Magnetic Mines were exploded off Portland, 2̂ - 
miles East of Grove Point, within 38.
(I.C. Ol+98/l+O).

A Moored Mine was cut this morning in the field 
off Flamborough possibly indicating a 22-day 
delay action. (I.C. Ol+97/l+O).

One Bmie Mine d tonated by L.L. at 308" Nab End 
Buoy 11 cables.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1801+/30 to Adty.)

Eneiiy Intelligence.

Clock Point reports hearing foreign language, 
believed German, between 0001+ and 0023 today 
v/hile on routine R/T watch with Boom Trawlers 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0038/30 to Adty.)

Two small Enemy Warships of Destroyer type 
escorted one Tanker type Enemy M/V.10,000 tons, 
at 58°i+8’ N. 2+°i4-0* E. Attacked by a /c .
(Donibristle 0925/30).

Two Destroyers and one M/V. course ISO’ at 58°l+8’iT. 
U°kOu E.
(A/C. of 233 Sqdn. 0600/30).

Fifteen ships at 0030 at *H • l O A O ’E. steering
N.W. (R.A.S. 0201/30 to SEALION).
15 to 20 vessels at 53°30'N. ? longtd. A/C.report. 
(A/C. 220 Sqdn. 221+5/30).

One :,I/V.12,000 tons anchored at S.E. corner of 
Asko Island at 1130/30. (Donibristle 1603/30).

About 12 M/Vs. 800 to 1500 tons anchored in mouth 
of harbour p.m./30. (Donibristle 1603/30).
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West Coast

North Sea.

Channel and 
W.Approaches.
Horns Reef.

Dutch Coast.
Norwegian
Coast.

30.6.40.
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Shipping.

Admiralty 1404/30 present PN and PS convoys are 
often overborne and an unescorted party have to 
sail ahead. It is not known how many additional 
vessels will now have to be included as result of 
OA convoys becoming amalgamated but it is con
sidered that on those days OA run additional 
escorts should be px*ovided and that the convoy 
should run in two parts or that coastal traffic 
between Tyne and Southend should be reduced to 
those numbers which will bring the total convoy 
to 50. (C. in C. Rosyth 2304/30 to Adty.)

Reference 1732 from Admiralty 28th June paragraph
(d) and reference 1612 from Admiralty 29th June, 
request information as to whether homeward independ
ent shipping for West Coast ports from Gibraltar is 
to be routed via the Northern Approaches from now 
onwards. (P.O.C.N.A. 1102/30).

Your 1102/30. It is intended that the movements of 
Independent Shipping shall in due course conform 
to that of Convoys. They should therefore begin to 
arrive by Northern Approaches on and after 15th 
July and be routed to the westward of the Lane def" 3 
in ray 1903/26 paragraph A.3-G. ‘̂hey are to cross 
this Lane to the northward of 53 degs.00’North and 
to the southward of the Area defined in my 1948/24- 
(D.T.D. 2328/30 to P.O.C.N.A).

Miscellaneous♦
R.A.Spooner appointed R.A.C. Northern Patrol in 
succession to V.A. Raikes, to date 15 July.
(M.012450/40).

Weather.

W.or N.W.light or 
moderate in West.
S.moderate or fresh 
in East.

N.light or moder
ate.
S.Moderate. ^

t»  I t

Southerly moder
ate to strong.

Wind backing S.W. 
slowly in West; 
veering in East.

Wind backing 
slowly S.W.
Wind veering 
N.W.
i t  i i  i t

Similar except in 
S.W. ./here wind 
will veer and 
moderate.

Mainly good, 
Local coastal 
mist Tyne.

Very good.

Good or 
moderate.
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ILLUSTRIOUS

632

30.6.hO. 
Sunday.

HOME C0MLIAUD3.

Casualties jmd Defects.

Your 1602/30 and my 2211/29. Defects affect 
seaworthiness. Intend to sail ILLUSTRIOUS 
on completion of defects.
(See A.  and W.I. Station).
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French
Personnel

Polish and 
Czech troops

French 
>7 arshins

Oran
patrol

Situation
Spain.

French Shipping 

COR^U

30.6.40
Sunday

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic

At Gibraltar, escaped by A/C from French North 
Africa. Enquiring whether they are to be 
repatriated (F.O.C.N.A. 1302/30)

Inform French Admiral they should not be interned 
as ships are now on way to Casablanca (F.O.I.C.
Gib.2350/30)

Destroyer patrol to be established westward of 
Oran. Orders for and procedure re French 
warships met. (1st S.L. to V.A.A., 0015/30)

FAULKNOR and FEARLESS left Gibraltar 0742/30 to 
patrol 30 miles W. of Oran in accordance with Adty. 
0015/30 (S.0.(1) Gibraltar 1026/30)

German tanks (?) number unknown parked on beach 
at Hendaye. Total German forces on frontier so 
far small.

Many reports of varying reliability that Germany 
will demand passage to Portugal by north Spanish 
coast or attempt this locality. Appears fairly 
certain that any such demand will be refused and 
attack resisted. Resistance would be overcome 
but Spain would then be hostile to Germany. 
Identical source states no such German movement 
contemplated immediately.

British now very unpopular because apparently 
losing. Germans getting less popular because 
winning too much. Navy disposition normal.
(N.A. Madrid 2101/29)

South Atlantic

Instructions how to be dealt with (D.T.D. to 
N.O.I.C's Simonstown and Durban, 0249/30)

To proceed to Freetown, route (C. in C.S.A. 
1903/30)
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JERVIS

Oran and 
Algiers Patrols

LIVERPOOL

Malta

Destroyers
attacked.

British S/M 
Losses

Cruisers at 
Port Augusta

30.6.40
Sunday

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean

Operations

Position north of Galita Island (F.O. Malta, to 
S/M's 1025/30)

Your 1938/29. Please verify and check. Adty. 
1346/29 ordered patrol off Oran and Algiers while 
your 2130/29 (re. PROTEUS and PANDORA patrols) 
orders patrol off Marseilles and Algiers (C. in C . 
Med. 1341/30 to V.A. Malta.)

Amend my 2130/29 as follows. Cancel all 
references Marseilles. PROTEUS is to establish 
dive reconnaissance patrols off Oran they have been 
bounded by lines joining following positions. 
Position 1. Latitude 036 degs 04* North Lingitude 
001 degs 00' West. Position 2. Latitude 036 degs 
03* North Longitude 000 degs 30r West. Position 4. 
Latitude 035 degs. 53' North Longitude 001 degs 
00' West. (2) Course to be followed. (F.O.l/C Malta 
1705/30. to PROTEUS)

To embark one battalion Black Watch and convey them 
to Aden at best speed. Battalion is due Suez 
a.m./l/7 (C. in C. Med. 1719/30).

Air.

Raid this morning by 2 bomber formations 
(Governor, 1158/30) Slight damage at Naxar (Air. 
Min.D.S.347)

Four reconnaissances were made between Sicily and 
South Italy and Greece, and 4 - 250 lb. A/S bombs 
were dropped in an attack on destroyers, but with 
negative results. (Air Min. D.S.347)

C. in C., Med., believes that losses of submarines 
may be due to extensive defensive minelaying by 
Italians, even to depths of 200 fathoms. Steps 
have been taken to safeguard submarines against 
this possibility. (D.O.R., 300)

Enemy Intelligence

Air R/C reports that at 2115/30 the following 
warships were at Port Augusta 3 8—inch cruisers 
and 4 6—inch cruisers and about 5 merchant ships.

At Syrancuse 2 or 3 (? small) ships observed but 
not identified. (S.0.(1) Malta 2231/30)



Jar Diary
30.6.40
Sunday

Troop
Transport

’ TAKLInVA

Use of Ships

ILLUSTRIOUS

Situation at 
Martinique

FURIOUS

FOREIGN STATIONS 
EAST INDIES

Your 1802/29. If 2 ships are employed they are 
to be sailed together as only one warship is 
available for escort. (C. in C.E.I., 1216Z/30 to 
N.O.I.C. Kilindini)

My 1038/28. 16/7 can now be accepted (C. in C.E.I.
1217Z/30)

China

Your 0517/25 Before requisitioning ships
under Right of Angary use should be made of any 
neutral ships under British Charter. (Hd. of M. 
to Cdre. Hong Kong, 1606/30)

America and .Vest Indies

To be sailed for Scapa v/ith all convenient despatch 
(D.O.D.(H) 1602/30 to C. in C.A.W.I.). Expect to 
leave 29/7. (C. in C.A.W.I. 2211/29) Your 1602/3C
and my 2211/29. Defects affect seaworthiness. 
Intend to sail ILLUSTRIOUS on completion of defects 
(C.in C.A.W.I. 2222/30)
DUNEDIN considers Robert intends to carry out 
Armistice terms vide DUNEDIN's 1701/28. FIJI just 
arrived considers French ships will scuttle if 
necessary and advocates maintenance (?if possible; 
of trust without which Robert might request our 
ships to leave, thus increasing our difficulties.
My own opinion is that Robert lacks guts and in 
absence of any strong lead from French territory 
will not iss\ie orders contrary to Armistice terms. 
BEARN and EMILE BERTIN are at Martinique, JEANNE 
d'ARC at Guadaloupe. Disembarking of gold from 
French cruiser EMILE BERTIN is proceeding. An 
anxious about aircraft in French Aircraft Carrier 
BEARN which we may lose if they are disembarked, 
and consider strong and swift measures essential if 
we are to get them. FIJI is proceeding St. Lucia 
to fuel today 30th June, DUNEDIN remaining 
Martinique. (C. in C.A.N.I., lOCl/30^

Details of U.S. aircraft on board. (F.0.C.3B.S. 
1921/30)
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GERMAIN MERCHANT SHIPS

//ILHEIld 
A. RIEDEMANN

(10,326 tons) left Tallinn where she had arrived 
in May and sailed for Kiel 27/6 with 10500 tons 
of Estonian oil and (D.S.300)

CONSUL CORDS ) Arranged to ship timber at Riga for Germany about
KLAUS 0LDEND0RF) 17/7. (I.G. 0498/40)
NORDFELS )

MARITZA

4 German steamers of 2000 tons and under reported 
loading timber and proos at Oula , Finland, in latter 
half of June. (I.C.0498/40)

Arrived Dubrovnik 27/6 for 5000 tons bauxite.
(I.C., 0498/40)

Another German ship expected at Split on 15/7.
(I.C. 0498/40)

ITHAKA Next port Batoum, due 1/7. (Salatz, 0944/29) 

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

CASAREGIS At Venice on 27/6 but was expected shortly at 
Trieste (I.C. 0498/40)

CONTE BIANCAMANO At Colon. Ovmers informed agents at Colon 27/6

BRONTE

to arrange for her unloading and placing of goods 
in suitable storage (I.C. 0498/40)

Tanker, at Bandar Shapur, informed on 27/6 she 
will receive instructions re probable repatriation 
of part of crew. (I.C. 0498/40)

CABOTO At Bandar Shapur, has completed unloading. 
Arrangements suggested for sending 26 of crew by 
road transport to Erzerum and thence by sail to 
Istanbul and Trieste. (I.C. 0498/40)

CATERINA 4786 G.T. Expected to sail from Casablanca 29/6.
(Ex. FORTUNATA) (Should not he confused with FORTUNATA, 2715 G.T.,

reported as scuttled. (I.C. 0498/40)
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gross TONS a  ARMAMENT: l**9rt erraed with O M  6" and one S" gus,

DATE AND TIME: 8030/30/6.

POSITION: Latitude 46*39' 9. Longtitude 11*99' W.

SPEED: Id Knot#.

ROUTE: Buenos ,;1«» to London.

c a r g o : Meat and fruit, including looo tens of oramges.

IN CONVOY: 94 in convoy (Commodore's ship) D.lng e l g u g  Mo. 3T
by day, Mo. 16 at night.

ESCORT; Armed Auxiliary Cruiser sa d tirtlwr fa at ship*.

FATE OF CREW: 87 all told including Commodore* a ataff. Two ara
----------- missing, reported to here bean picked up.

w e a t h e r CONDITIONS V ary oi od a rat a wind, force 8, aaay aweil.

REMARKS:- Torpedoed without warning between Mo. 3 hatch and fortift 
stoke hole, She listed «bcut J ° rmce. Boilers blew up. The 
escaping steam adding to confualon and difficulty. Nevertheless, iMta 
were lowered in good order and grot away to the allocated rescue ahlp 
in convoy, S.8. BRIGHTON (6819 tone) and survivors proceeded in her 
trying to catch up the oonvoy.

At 3 a. a. the next rooming, July let, the 9SIQ2DM doing 
11 knots was struok by a torpedo and boots had again to ba lowered. 
There were now 60 members of BXXQNOV4 a craw in addition and a raft 
designed to oarry 13 had to accommodate 86. It waa towed by one » 
the boats on a leg lina. All boats and raft picked up by a D e stroy  
after drifting 8 hours. There was apparently no loss of life. TW 
AVKLOMA STAB took 8 minutes to sink.

DATE^k July 194C. llxA
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■BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

30.6.1940
Sunday

Ships Attacked

British, 4*871 tons, torpedoed 2320/30,
250 miles W. S.W. of Scilly Is., Atlantic, 
48.09* N., 11.03* W. Torpedo struck vessel 
port side Between No 5 lower hold and after 
peak. Main propeller shaft fractured 
and engine-room flooded. Watertight door 
immediately shut and fires shut off from 
boilers. Wireless aerial, which had been 
carried away, was re-rigged and message sent 
to Admiralty for tug assistance. Vessel 
was towed to Falmouth by Tug SALVONIA.
Towed from 1800/1 to 2000/4. (Minute sheet 
and B. of T. Casualties.)

Norwegian (3214 tons) under Govt. Charter 
left Dakar in ballast for Avonmouth 18/6 
is reported to have been sunk 30/6,Spanish 
trawler landed survivors at Corunna 2/7 
(D.S. 3030)

Greek. Torpedoed 120G/30 Ship*s time, approx 
50° 30’ N. , 14° 33’ E. . Sunk. (N.O.I.C. 
Milford Haven 1220/4/7)

Estonian (1219 tons) inward bound, was 
torpedoed 1730 200 miles S.W. Scilly. Not 
in convoy. 48° 26* N., 10° 58’ W. , (D.S. 307) 
Now reported sunk. (D.0.R. 310) Casualties 
4 killed. Capt considers that the S/M 
was Italian. (C.O. GARDENIA M. 013799/40)

British 13375 tons torpedoed and sunk 
46° 59' N., 11° 39’ W., 2030/30. 3 missing
Crew picked up by SS BEIGNON (M013350/40) 
Minute Sheet and B. of T Casualties)

British 5802 tons. Torpedoed 1015/30. 46° 17'
N., 14° 35’ W. Hole in port bow and damage 
to collision bulkhead and shell plates. 
Reached Falmouth Roads 2109/4/7 under own 
power. (Minute sheet) (C. in C., W.A. to 
WINDSOR, VESPER 1541/30) (C. in C., W.A. to 
VANSITTART 1818/30) (C. in C., W.A. to 
ROCHESTER, GLADIOLUS, WINDSOR VESPER 0901/1)
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British (5802 tons) torpedoed about 1010/30 
in position 46° 1 7 * IT.. 14° 35» . A le to
steam, astern. British ship GODFREY B. HOLT 
standing by. Tug being sent. (C. in C.
V:.A . 1451/30, 1541/30 ) 46° 1 7 r IT. 13° 3 2* U.
(C. in C. "• .A. 1 9 5 V 3 c) In h •>• :.rd bound 
Convoy S.L.36. (1C, 0498/30).

British, for London, passed it. Catherines 
0730 bound Fast and reported having been 
attacked by torpedo and gunfire in position 
Cape Barfleur 134° 41 ::iles, presumably uring 
night. (C. in C. Portsmouth, 125</'3C) •

Attacked bv U-boat 207° Lister Lieht 27 miles. 
(oITAPPER 1054/30) .

Torpedoed (C. in C. V/.A. 2319/30) British 
(13,376 tons) in homeward bound Convoy 3.L.
36 v;as torpedoed at 2130, 300 miles ”T. by 3. 
of Ushant (C.S.) 46° 46» IT 12° 20' \l.
C. in C. G49s/40 -ive: position 46° 46* IT..
12° 17» 17. 251° Ushant 315’.

British (521 tons) in homeward bound convoy 
S.L. 36. Torpedoed 300 miles . of Ushant 
(D.S. 300)

British (4871 tons) in ballast, in outward 
bound convoy S.L. torpedoed 2320 4w° 3 1 IT.
11° 11* w. (260 miles >. '. of Ushant) .Position 
at 0508 48° 1' IT. 11° 18» W. VAITSITTART to 
tow. (C. in C. ,.n. 0502/1,0824/1).

0/ii' s Reported.

D.F. reliable fix, 57° IT., 4° 4o ' E. (ODIC 
G00I/3C).

1010. 46.18 IT., 14.53 .. re_iable fix. (C. in C. 
1314/30).

1226. D.F. unreliable fix, 47° IT., 13c • (C. in C.
1342/30).

13.10 • 46.17' IT. 14.35' \7. WINDSOR and TJSPBR to 
attack. (C. in C. IT.A. 1451/30).

0511- 57° IT.7° S. Position indefinite. (IC.0497/40

102 7. Off Bantry Lay or Dingle Bay. Position 
indefinite. (IC.0497/40).

1916. By D/F, U boat folio, ing S.L. convoy, 
signalling continouslv (c. in C. I/.h .,1916/30, 
2032/20 to WINDSOR)

2132. 225° 47° IT. 12° . 18 miles by DUITEGAI CASTLE
(C in C ■ A. 2234/30)
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30.6.40. 
Sunday.

i -  .>.,-.7 j . -i - 11: 3 .

60.50 17. 3° E* 2940 Bergen 73 * approx, position 
(1 G. 0498/40)

55° 17. 10° to 12° Vs. say 9 0 ’ 7. of Bloody foreland 
position indefinite. (IC. 049:/40).

'Jest Indies.

47' 30' 17. 11° 2 0 r 7. 244° Ushant 280' position 
very indefinite. (IC. 0498/40).

3t. Vincent reports unidentified S/LI on surface 
off north coast approached from northward, 
departed eastward submerging while in s i g h t  
C2 ( C 0 ( l )  Kingston Jam aica  0 9 3 2 / 3 2 ) .

711 «s a t t a c k e d .

U- oat depth charged by . JT uIbEAR and FORTUNE.
( s e e  2 8 / 6 ,  29/ 6 ) C o n ta ct red u ced  t o  6 0 0  v a r d s .  
I7ov; d i f f i c u l t  to  l o c a t e  su b m arin e. (V/HITEtiEAR, 
04s0/30). [9.

Ivied.7te r r a n e a n  and Bast I n d i e s .

o/l.V s R e p o r ted .

e s t im a te d  8  on s t a t i o n  when war b e g a n . 1  c a p tu r e d  
3 d e f i n i t e l y  su n k , one bombarded and damaged 
whilst a s h o r e , le a v in g  a t  p r e s e n t  o n ly  3 on 
s t a t i o n .  (IC . G 498/4C ).
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1.6.1940,
■/ar Diary Saturday.

HOLE COLaANDS

Operations

A

HAVANT

BASILISK 
Sunk By 
bombing 1/6)

Evacuation of B.E.F,

of C.O. on action and sinking by 
aircraft (In.0. 10879/40)

Air

Destruction of as4^cgear by SHELDRAKE 
(M, 1.0990/40 SHELDPJSKE R of P 30/5 - 3/6)

PRAGUE British 4220 tons. At 1025/1. Attacked by
aircraft off Dunkirk. No direct hits, but 
some damage and 1 of crew killed.
(Shipping Casualties)

LAJY ROSEBERY Wooden, 108 tons, attacked 0200/1 at
Dunkirk and sunk. 1 man lost, cause not 
known (Minute Sheet & B of T Casualties)

Casualties Lc Defects

ETHEL EVER»RD Store Ship 189 tons. Beached & abandoned
at La Panne 0130/1. Crew picked up by 
destroyer (Shipping Casualties 145973;

ST. ABBS ̂ H-nrrZm.\ Report of bombing and sinking off Dunkirk
0930/1 (M.O. 011353/40)

DORIS 83,40 tons. Reporting of sinking 3 m.
E of Dunkirk (Shipping Casualties, 
Collision & Pounderings)
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VIAR DIARY HOPE COl.'MANDS. 

Operation Dynamo

1. 6.40.
Saturday.

Analysis of ships' reports 
establishes "Chat 55 enemy aircraft 
were destroyed and at least 1 
others v'ere damaged and in distress, 
all by ships’ -unfire between 0500/97 
and 2000/1. (V. A.Dover 854/17).

Casualties % jefects.
SCOTIA

oT.HELIER.

Bombed and macnine-gunned and sunk 
off Dunkirk. Had 2000 French troops 
on board, number lost ^ot known,
28 of crew lost, 54 saved (Boa^d of 
'rade. )

1952 tons. Shelled by enemy Coastal 
batteries in Dunkirk harbour 1850/1 
while embarking iroops. Damaged.
No lives lost. (Board of Trade.)

NORBION 3CATIONS.

America and 7. Indies.

1\. S.H.Q. Ottawa 1706/1 see operations, Iceland.

Your 1425/16/5 if Italy enters vap 
in next 48 hours propose to despatch 
Ef SRALD to mop up Italian trawlers 
on banks &c. and LACONIA to assist in 
Nantukec area. ( :.A. 5 B. o 20:4/1)

South Atlantic

Oeneral situation in °outh American 
Countries. (Report by F.A.Buenos Aires) 
(H. I.D. 02* 72/40).

—
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Enemy Air Activity 

S . T. 0REv I':HT.

KAT3EBN Seine Netting

/k  3. T. AQUARIUS

NOVELLI

AENOS. 

SL NIL

HOME COMMANDS. 

Air.

2.6.40.
Sunday.

Sunk in air attack 0930/2 64°40'N 
1°30’ L. Sunk by incendiary bomb.
Skipper killed in lifeboat, 4 others 
mounded by machine-gun fire.
(I. D. -'orrn A. A. )

Damaged in air attack 0940/2, 85 miles 
E. H. 3. Humber Lt. V. 10 bombs and gunned 
for hou^s. Mo casualties.
(I. D. Form A.A.)
Master’s interview on 7/6 (3. C. Section, 
Traue Division).

Damaged by machine-gun bullets 1100/2, 
54°50'N 1&25'E while trawling. No 
casualties (I.D. Form A.A. )
Dama ed by mscnine-gun 54°37*N, 1°55’E. , 
t 1100 O.M.T. 6 attacks, ove10 100 hi..s, 

raked fore and aft. No casualties.
(I. D. Form A. A. ).

Creek (3554 tons) attacked at Marseilles.

Egyptian (7690 tons) attacked at 
Marseilles.

Casualties s- Defects.

CATS EYE

LIBERIA

FOSSA

ENA

British Trawler bombed 94* N. E. by E.
3] urn Point at 1020/2. Afloat but badly 
riddled. (I.D. Form A.A..).

British trawler 250 tons bombed at 1100/2 
at 54 45'N. 1 30*E. 3adly damaged.
Six bombs dropped; one hit but did not 
explode. (I.D. ^orm A.A.)

105 tons. Stranded and abandoned off 
Dunkirk 0230/2. No casualties. Has 
become a total loss (Board of Trade).

90 tons. Damaged by bombing at Dunkirk, 
.ai,e not given but apparently 2/6.
Found stranded ob Sandwich r/6 (was 
abandonee 2/6). Has since been refloated 
(Board of -rade).

U- o a t  C am p aig n  % Mining.

Shi os a Ltacked.

R L A C K ^ B U R N  ROVERS) Report on probable cause of sinking,
VSSTEeLA ) ^rom Capt (A. P. ) 1-over. Cause
— ~ . attributed to mines. M. 011248/40.
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War D ia rv
5.6.1940.
Wednesday

HOMS COMMANDS

-n-erodromes
Operations- Narvik

Admty. 0107/5. This will be done, 
observing Bardufoss and Skaanland being 
used till last moment. Pear it will not 
be possible to deny use for more than a 
few days. Norwegian ^ir Force accupying 
Bardufoss. A good aerodrome has been pre
pared at Laxelv on Porshapger Fiord 
entirely in Norwegian hands. Other 
landing grounds also available Ewenos, 
Bjervik. ^ill see what can be done about 
them. (F.O. Narvik 1420/5)

Army forces 
Embarked

Pass to Troopers, London, AZ 30/5, from 
N.7/.E.F. Following embarked 30BIESKI,
(■n-rmy details, including Polish Battalion 
of approx. 1,000, H .^ . ,  Foreign Legion 
240, H.Q,. Polish Brigade 400, total 1706) 
(F .O . Narvik, 1524/5) - ^.dmty.

Pass to Troopers, London, AZ 31/5, from 
N.W.E.F. Following embarked MONARCH OF 
BERMUDA, Polish Battalion, spprox. 750} 
201st Battery, R.A.,221; 6th Bn. Chasseurs 
ALpine, 502; 63rd A/A., 523; R.A.F.,100; 
165th A/A, 31; total 2127 (F.O. Narvik, 
1526/5) Admty.

Pass to Troopers, London. AZ 32/5 from 
N.W.E.F. Following embarked 3AT0RY: French 
H.Q,., (and details French Troops, also 
various 3ritish Troops & R.A.F.) total 2356 
(F.O. Narvik 1528/6) Admty.

M/V SWEEP IX  
Sunk kvC, f

Air- Enemy Air Activity

1245/5. Off Landguard Point Ship Hit 
and sank in l-g- minutes. Mate killed, sur
vivors picked up by .-JbDIC% Trawler 
(Interview with Chief Engineer, Shipping 
Casualties Section, Trade Division)

aircraft
Minelaying

Reports of enemy aerial minelaying off 
Portsmouth and Portland Bill on 5/6 
June 1940 (M.O. 11099/40)
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Narvik.

Red Sea Force.

Aden Force.

Anglo-Thai 
Pact.

Ichang Area.

6.6.i(-0
Thursday.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Evacuation of Norway.

My 1505/5* VALIANT sails 2100/6 with orders 
meet Group 1 and give close support Dover to 
Lat. 6l° N. and then return to meet Group 2.
A/S escort of 5 destroyers will rendezvous with 
Group 1 at 63°N. 1/ W. to escort them to Clyde. 
Both Groups routed as in my 1505/5*
(C* in C. H.F. 1807/6 to F.O. Narvik).

It now appears Norwegians may continue resistance 
after our evacuation. Most important that news 
of our evacuation kept secret as long as possible 
in order not to prejudice Norwegian plans. Trust 
you can arrange this in London and Paris.
(Genl.Auihinleck to Genl. Dill 2302/6).

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.

Flag of S.N.O., Red Sea Force, was transferred from 
LIVERPOOL to LEANDER on lj/6. The composition of 
the Red Sea Force is at present as follows

Cruisers LEANDER (Flag), HOBART.
A/A Ship CARLISLE.
28th Div. Destroyers, KANDAHAR, KINGSTON,

KIMBERLEY, KHARTOUM. 
Sloops, AUCKLAND, FLAMINGO, SHOREHAM,

CORNWALLIS, GRIMSBY.

The following are based on Aden and will be known as t 
the Aden Force :-

Minesweepers, HUNTLEY, DERBY.
A/S Vessels, AMBER, MOONSTONE.
Contraband Control Service, CHANTALA,

CHAKDINA, SAGITTA.
(M.07210A0, Serial No. 507, 6.6.i+0).

China.
Intercepted letter from Italian Legation, Bangkok, to 
Rome, intercepted Calcutta, states that as a result 
forceful Japanese representations completion of Anglo- 
^hai Pact would be delayed to prevent it being signed 
before Thai-Japanese Non-Aggression Pact. (C.O.I.S. 
Singapore, 0858/6.)
Situation. If Ichang threatened, approved to with
draw H.M.S. FALCON to Chungking. Ichang raided 
by light bombers 1128 today. Damage and casualties 
very slight. (S.N.O. Upper River, 1953/6).
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War Diary 7.6.1940
Friday

HOME C PEL JUDDS

Operations.

Evacuation of Norway

Your 0052/7. Paragraph (b) would entail 
delay. Propose therefore to advance at 
25 knots through positions P.C.J.Y., D.R.O.
0., P.F.H.N., Request final destination 
and that A/S screen may meet me as far 
H'orth as possible. (F.O.I.C. 1st C.S. 0954/ 
7 to P.O.I.C. Narvik)

My 0954/7. Will pass through position FCJV 
at 1000/8. Have on board two principals 
and 102 important passengers, about 70 
refugees and 314 troops. Norwegian Y/ar- 
ships and Heinkel Seaplanes are proceeding 
first to Thorshaven. British Trawlers 
HLLES1ERE and THIRLLIERE are endeavouring 
to make contact and escort three British 
E/V’s and several Norwegian M/V’s which 
left Tromso 1700/7 for Scapa, speed 8-£- 
knots. Intend maintain W/T silence. (CSI 
0001/8 to Adty.)

Embarked in ORMONDE total 1845 French and 
Polish Troops (F.O.I.C. Narvik 1052/7 to 
Adty.)

Embarked in ARANDORA ST-rJ* total 1923 Troops 
(F.O. Narvik 1128/7 to Adty.)

U-Boat Campaign

Ships attacked

EROS Reported herself mined, but C. in C.,
Rosyth considers she was torpedoed. Beached
S.S.E. of Tory I. (i.D.Form S.A.,
M.O 11522/40)

Submarines attacked

By HIBISCUS 1137/7. 49° 56* N., 2° 07..* W 
Result doubtful (MO 13182/40)
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GLORIOUS - 
AC,.STa
a k d e Ht

ORAMA

STRATI^LRRY 
iffiWKAVEK 
BEN ROSojSL

MACLAREH

HARDINGHAM

HOME COMMANDS

Evacuation of Norway

List of Survivors and their reports on 
the action on 8/6/40 (HO 12683/40)

Report on circumstances leading up to 
the destruction of ORAHA, fro> R.A., 
V a  Ships, 17/7/1940. (H.012233/40)

Air

Bombing and machine gunning of (Gubbirs 
Flotilla R. of P. 3-12 June 1940 
(H011912/40)

Casualties & Defects

British 2330 tons. Aberdeen to Methil 
in ballast. Stranded off N. Coast Pyfe 
Ness 0035/8. Refloated without assistance 
(Shipping Casualties O.N. 135602)

U-Boat Campaign & Mining

Lined at 1210/8 off South Knock Luoy in 
Thames Estuary. Sank. Crew saved. Ship 
de-gaussed, but deviation of compass 
observed in Tyne suggested to Master that 
it was not switched on. (Interview with 
Master. S.C.Section, Trade Division;
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Monday

HOTS COMMANDS 

Air.
Enemy Air 
Activity

RIVER NESS Bombed and sunk approx. 8 miles N.E. by N.
of the Outer Skerries. irterview with Capt.
D.3. Craig, Master (Trade Div., Casualties 
Section, 14/6). Refers to R.A.P. on his 
return to Lerwick being annoyed at receiving 
no S.O.S. although 3RAC0NDZNE, in company, 
had sent one. Wick Radio said their in
structions were to inform the Wick authorities 
Lyness, and the Wick lifeboat, not to pass 
information to anyone else.

FOREIGN STATIONS 
South Atlantic

Disposition Your 1146/8.* Following 8 Italian submarines
of Italian South of Suez, on 10/6 GUGLI3M0TJI, GALVANI,
submarines Ev ANaeuirTA TORRICELLr, ̂ P^RRARIS, ARCHIMEDET^gK’lILEI,

IERLA, MACALLE. Only movements known as 
follows 3 submarines no names reported off 
Ras Hafun on 1st June, ARCHIMEDE reported 
off coast Italian East Africa on 5th June.
Only information available endurance and 
minelaying contained in C.B.1815 (October)
1939 or (April) 1940. Note in C.B. that 

E\jahce'cista TORRICELLI and ARCHIMEDE+servlng in Spanish 
Navy now considered untrue. (D.N.I. 1555/10 
to N.O.I.C. Simonstown
* Requesting information available as to 
radius of action, minelaying capabilities 
and movements of Italian s/m1s south of Suez.

Italian Merchant Ships

MARZOCCO Seized off Peterhead. Entire crew captured
but ship had been scuttled in accordance 
with radio instructions. The MARZOCCO 
finally ran aground 11/6. (T.S.D. 4163/40)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN AND MINING

Greek 3598. Sunk by s/m off Cape Finisterre 
Crew landed. (D.S. 284)

Swedish (182IS tons) sunk off Floro, near 
Bergen. 10/6. 9 survivors, 12 lost.

M/S Trawler sunk off Andenes (Harstad) p.m./lO. 
Believed torpedoed. 5 crew missing, 6 
seriously wounded. Stockholm report (B.C.N.S. 
262)

Ships Attacked

VIOIANDO N.
GOULA.NDRIS sunk

SONJA
sunk

VANDYCK
sunk
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VAHDYCK

10.6.1940. 
Monday_____

HOLE COIu-ANDS

Evacuation of Norway

MOST SECRET

Report on circumstances leading up to 
the loss of VANDYCK, from R.A. A/A Shins 
17.7.1940. (11012233/40) At 0810/9, C.S.
20 received a signal from VANDYCK giving he} 
position. Two destroyers, DELIGHT and 
FIREDRAKE, were detailed to try and find 
VANDYCK. C.S.20 made no effort to get 
into W/T touch with VANDYCK, hut ordered 
DELIGHT to do so. DELIGHT failed to 
establish communication with VAIIDYCK and 
reported this fact at 2300/10. DELIGHT 
reported that VAIIDYCK had probably inter
cepted a signal made to DELIGHT by C.S.20 
D.5.D. considers this assumption entirely 
wrong. C.S.20 should have taken steps 
to ascertain very much earlier that 
DELIGHT had failed to pass his message to 
VANDYCK. R.A.C.A/A Ships informed 
accordingly, by Admty. Letter 22/7)

Mediterranean
Situation Main Fleet at Alexandria. Destroyer 

sweep by 2 D.F. and two flying boats 201 
Sqdn. in progress vide C. in C., Med’s 
1209/9.
CALYPSO on patrol in Kithera Channel 
CALEDON at Port Said 
FIONA in Area CD
CAPETOWN, just relieved, on passage froga 
corner of Crete to Alexandria.
A H  French cruisers and destroyers at 
Beirut.

News was received at 1900 of 1-ussolini‘s 
declaration of war at 0001/11. Admiralty 
order was not received until 2208 but 
preparations were proceeding meanwhile. 
Fleet went to two hours' notice.
RA.1ILLIES abandoned refit. Floating 
dock prepared for flooding, and flooded 
down at 0100. Order issued that no 
merchant ship to approach within three 
miles of Malta, Cyprus or Palestine 
between sunrise and sunset.

Submarines
Attacked

Submarine patrols were instituted off 
Candia and Suda Bay. (C. in C., Med.,
War Diary, 10/6 to 13/6, T.3.D., 4736/4$

U-Boat Campaign A mining

By H.M.T.CYPRESS 3 mile 100° from No 20 
Channel Buoy Dropped 2 d.c's. Doubtful 
results. (11011419/40)



11.6.1940.
V/ar Diary Tuesday__

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Italian Merchant Ships in neutral ports
11/6:-
In Europe 24 ships of 86204 tond
In Africa 24 116086 II
In ^sia 16 86778 It
In The Americas 71 " 436519 19

Total ;135 725587 tons

CASUALTIES & DEPECTS

oT SlM.lOL 1586 tons Bombed by enemy aircraft,
damaged, no casualties, about 1500/11 in 
Havre Roads (Board of Trade)

PIRIAPOLIS Belgian (7340 tons) Reported from Berne 
sunk by enemy aircraft 11/6.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MIMING

MOUNT HXNETTUS

ATHBLPRINCE

Ships Attacked

Part of crew landed here of Greek steamer 
MOUNT HYHETTUS, reported torpedoed May 
11th (June?) 0300, 150 miles west of 
Pinnisterre. (Consul, Vigo, 1926/13/6)

British 8784 tons. London to .. Indies 
attack by U-Boat, damaged but escaped ,
(M.011873/40)

3
British 509 tons. Sunk by mine in fog 
4 killed at 1015/11 (Minute Sheet,
Shipping Casualties)

Submarines Attacked

By PfeKlWiAtkLE' 48° 16f N ., 7° 40* W ., Result 
doubtful (H013173/40)
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Wednesday.
Air.
Order of Battle of German Air Force in 
For.: y. (N. I . D. 02370/40).

(korwegian) reported by aster that he was 
ttacked evening 12/6 by enemy triple 

engi ed seaplanes, in position 2^0 miles 
... . . of Lofoteais. The a/c *s carrying 
out the attack appeared from direction of 
Jan Mayen Island (I.C.0491/40)
70° 5* r. 4° » G. approx, ttacked 2115/12.

la -ed b 1 2 —  - ' . .(ID

Casualties u n i  Defects.

British, 2687 t o n s ,  a s  abanoored on the 
beach at Le I-avre 12/6 during the withdrawal 
of troops.

FCRGI Gk .TATICITS.
lie ait 0 r r ane an.—

Heavy bomb ins attack about 20 planes 
need 1725 G-.M.T. yest 3 • ith 

Dockyard and TERROR apparently as objectives.J 
ither objective damaged. Very heavy 

b01.1bs dropped in sea off Tigne while others 
caused considerable damage "'erdala barr cks 
further damage caused to civil property 
oliema, Tarxien, Paula, and fabbar areas.
Two enemy p i n e s  destroyed one confirmed one 
unconfirmed. Casualties military 7  ed
civilians approximately 3C killed 5C woundedil 
(C. in C. alta 1418/12 to r Office) .

Reference my 2321 11th June. 1’aval casual- M 
ties in last nights r ids kill d 1 officer 
2 wounded 1 chief ■ ngine room artificer and 
6 ratings killed. Civilian casualties 25 
killed 125 wounded. I now con-ider from 
1 .k.o. DIAMOND1* evidence that her attack on} 
submarine probably successful. (FDIC.Malta 
2231/1. to A liralty).
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LOST SECRET

12.6.1940.
Wednesday_

FOREIGN 3 TATI 01IS

Mediterranean
At 0200 CALYPSO (taking part in Fleet 
sweep) was seen to drop "back and subse
quently reported she had apparently been 
struck by a torpedo. CALEDON and DAINTY 
were detached to stand by her, and res
cued 24 officers and 394 ratings. She 
sank at 0330. One Officer and 36 ratings 
missing. CALEDON and DAINTY rejoined 
C. in C., at boon and were then detached 
to Alexandria to land survivors. (C. in 
C., Med., War Diary T.S.D. 4736/40)
C. in C. remains unconvinced loss was due 
to submarine action (14/6) (M. 012348)

Areas declared dangerous by the Admiralty 
owing to British or Italian minefields.
(C. in C., Med., War Diary, T.S.D. 4736/40)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING 

Ships Attacked
Norwegian tanker sunk by U-Boat 2330/12. 
31° 43* N., 28° 53* E., (M013207/40)

Reporting of sinking 42° 26* W., 11° 33* W 
to 1115/12 (M 012966/40) British, 5,250 
tons, Sunderland to Bordeaux, unaccom
panied, torpedoed 1115/12, 3 firemen 
presumed killed by explosion, Master and 
Boatswain were drowned, a  Fireman and Chiei 
Bngineer died from exposure becasue of 
adverse weather, port lifeboat filled when j 
it reached water* Same boat foulef a raft 
in clearing ship and capsized, throwing 
its occupants into water. Starboard life
boat apparently atrained by «xplosion, re
quired constant bailing. Survivors drifted 
about 100 miles wo Southward when rescued 
by H.M. ship 16/6. Chief Snginser died 
21/6 in rescue ship from exposure. (Minute 
Sheet and B. of T. Casualties)

Submarines Attacked
By CARNARVON CASTLE 44° 18' N., 13° 53 W 
2 depth charges dropped attack** 
unsuccessful (M.013386/40)



'War Diary 13.6.1940.
Thursday

ROEBUCK
CASUALTIES <1 DETECTS

776 tons. Shelled "by enemy shore batteries 
0440 off St. Valery en Caux 2 K. Damaged. 
(Board of Trade)

BORE I GIT STATI OKS

Situation
Bead, ter ran ean

Sweep to the south-eastward 
Vice Adm. (D) with 7th C.S. 
0., at noon, after carrying 
ordered in C. in C., 1127/2 
occurred during sweep.

continued, 
rejoined C. in 
out sweep 
No incident

Hunting force of destroyers ordered by R.A. 
Alexandria to search for submarine reported 
by HOY. One submarine was sunk by VOYAGER 

seona was attacked and the presence of a 
third suspected. Humber of mines dis
covered possibly jettisoned by the submarine 
when being attacked.

h.A. Alexandria, declared 3 mined areas 
close together N.W, of Alexandria, cover
ing an area 20 miles long and 10 miles 
wide in a direction N.E. and 3.W.

Ho flying boat reconnaissance was available 
13/6.

Air raid on -obruk resulted in one large 
cruiser, believed SAH GIORGIO being set on 
fire and beached. Haval jetty and one 
ship alongside was set on fire. (C. in C., 
Bed., War Diary T.S.D. 4736/40)

U-BOAT C.JL-.Ihi.IGU & LIUIHG 

Ships -attacked

BRITISH II. /BBTOR Tanker 7100 tons. 1-ined approx. 0710 3.3.T.,
6b miles East of the Shambles, 5 miles from 
land. Interview with Hr. W.P. Booth, Chief 
15/6. (Trade Div. Casualties Section) Was 
towed for about 2 hours, then sank (beached) 
about 5 hours after being hit. Had left 
convoy to call at Portland for degaussing. 9 
of crew injured. (Board of Trade)



HOST SECRET

14.6.1940.
V/ar Hi ary Friday

FOREIGN STATIONS

America & .Vest Indies

British tanker, 6891 tons, sunk on 14/6 
by the German raider NARVIK in approx 
same position as the DAVISION, 447 miles 
i,.E. of Bardos (DIOLEDE, 1159/20/7)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & LINING

BRITISH PETROL 
Sunk

Ships -i».ttacked

b -̂L -CR^L -./OOP British 5,832 tons, left Halifax in
convoy but could not maintain touch 
owing to poor coal. Torpedoed 1720/14 
and sunk in about / hour. Crew picked 
up by the GERLAI.TC and landed Liverpool. 
Position of attack, 50.19* N. , 10.28 *\7.

ITALIA 2350/14. I.D. Form 3.A. (L.011908/40)
Sunk

ERIK BOYE Entered in Diary 14/6.
Sunk 15/6

Damaged

Submarines .attacked

U-Boat attacked by STUART, VOYAGER and 
DECOY was Italian BALLLLA which 
succeeded in returning though badly 
damaged. My 1431/15 refers (C. in C., 
,.ed. 0125/2/7)

By GLOUCESTER 31° 51* N., 29° 29* E., Con
sidered unlikely that any serious damage 
was inflicted on U-Boat (L.012462/40)
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Friday

HOME COMMANDS 

Operations 

French Coast

Enemy Battery T.H.V. PATRICIA whilst picking up "H” light
"buoy 274° Calais 11 miles Wednesday 12th 
reports having "been fired at from batteri- s 
at Calais. Batteries appeared to be lew 
down, four guns in a group at about the 
junction of the Western Tireakwater and the 
shore and one gun slightly to the left. Guns 
increased their range to within six cables of 
PATRICIA but Waster suggests that this may 
have been the limit of their range. (V.A. 
Dover 1745/14)

My 1745/14. H.M.T. GRIMSBY TOWN while 
escorting PATRICIA reports new battery being 
established about half-way up the cliff 
(=i miles N.E. of C. Blanc Nez.) (V.A.
Dover, 1838/15)

Avoiding 
the Downs

ELLAVOEE

Shipping

Cancel my 2022/12/2 and 1753/25/4. All 
vess"lsl^ound North and South through the 
Downs to or from ports north of the Thames 
are to proceed to Southend and should be 
routed accordingly. Anchoring in the Downs 
is undesirable and should be avoided unless 
absolutely necessary. (A.C.N.S.(T) 1204/14)

CASUALTIES AND DEFECTS

Norwegian (1302 tons) was abandoned at Havre 
17/6 (D.S. 292)

FOREIGN STATIONS 

Mediterranean

Surface raider 43° 44'N, 16° 35'W. SUSSEX 
chased by warships (Scapa W/T 1740/14)

Received 0944 G.M.T. 43° 33'N, 16° 35'W.
SUSSEX chased by warship 1635/l4. (Fortishead 
Radio 0925/15)

Italian 
oil tanks

Proposing that air attack should be made on 
tanks with Italian aviation spirit at Aquila, 
Trieste. Reported that Pola and Brioni are 
practically undefended and giving position of 
oil tanks. (Belgrade 2030/14)



War D ia r y
Saturday

HOKE COMMANDS

M is c e lla n e o u s .

W/T Em ergency W/T com m u n ication  now e s t a b l i s h e d  b e tw e en
C ommuni c a t i o n  London G. P .0 ,  and F ren ch  W/T Station C r o ix  d ’H in s

at B ordeaux. (C.T.O. received 2250/15)*

O p e ra tio n  XD (D e m o lit io n )

P a r ty  "M" f o r  St* Malo i s  a s s e m b lin g  i n  VERNON. 
I n c lu d e s  one o f f i c e r  and 10 ran k s R.E. P a r ty  to 
be at 1+ h ou rs n o t i c e .  (D.O.D.(H) 181+1/15 to C. i n  C 
P o r tsm o u th ).

I c e la n d

EMERALD On a r r i v a l  R e y k ja v ik  t o  embark s u r v iv o r s  from
B r i t i s h  a i r c r a f t  1+ German p r is o n e r s ,  e t c .  (C . i n  C. 
R o sy th , 1 6 2 9 / 1 5 ) *

Air.

B r i t i sh  A ir  A c t i v i t y

D a ily  R /c The q u it e  u n ex p ec ted  a p p earan ce o f  h ea v y  enemy
o f  German f o r c e s  i n  f a r  N orth on 8 t h  June w hich ± 2  l e d  to
& N orw egian s in k in g  o f  GLORIOUS and o th e r  s h ip s  shows i t  to
b a s e s  s u g g e s t e d , b e  a b s o l u t e l y  e s s e n t i a l  t h a t  our schem e o f

A ir  R e c o n n a issa n c e  sh o u ld  b e  o v e rh a u led . Most 
g a l l i n g  t h a t  enemy sh o u ld  a lw a y s know ju st^ w here  
ou r s h ip s  a r e  w h ereas we g e n e r a l ly  le a r n  where  
h i s  m ajor f o r c e s  a r e  when th e y  s in k  one o r  more o f  
ou r" sh im s. S u g g e s t  a d a i l y  r/ c o f  W ilh elm sh aven , 
B r u n s b u tte l,  B ergen , and Trondheim a r e a s  and o f  
K ie l  e v e r y  o th e r  day, to  l o c a t e  enemy :-. C. ’ s ,  
p o c k e t B a t t le s h ip s  and C r u is e r s .  (C. i n  C ., H.F. 
I 5 I+I/I5 t o  A d ty .)

N orw egian
C o a st

A tta c k  on 
Trondeim

A i r c r a f t  a tta c k e d  two armed M.Vs o f  8,000 to 10,000 
a t  1015 /15. No damage. ( D o n ib r i s t l e  t o  O. I . C.  
Reed. 1630/15)*
My 1832/11+. A tta c k  on Trondheim  n o t c a r r ie d  o u t  
ow ing t>  w e a th e r. (C. in  C. , R o sy th , 08l+0/15to

R ef. R0/G19 / 1 1+/6* A tta c k  t o  b e c a r r ie d  o u t  
t o n ig h t  by 6  Hudsons 2 3 3  e s c o r t e d  by 1+ B len heim s  
251+ Sqdn. ( D o n ib r i s t l e  to  O. I . C.  : Reed. 2205/15)-
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ERIK BOYE 
Sunk

AtUbJilA

0445

War Diary

U-3oat
Damaged

15*6.1940*
Saturday.

VBOa TCAUPAION & LIKING

Shins attacked

I.D. Lorn S.A. (L011908/40)

Torpedoed 2330/15, 62*36 L., 5.19 V/*, 
Pirst xi.L.C. to be attacked success
fully by U/Boat while on patrol. 
(Northern Patrol. R of P. L., 014809/40)

Submarines attacked

By Anson aircraft 59.52 N., 5° 38’ W., 
Submarine sighted at periscope depth. 
Visibility 200' to 300 yards.
Continuous heavy rain. Attacked immediate
ly with 2-100 lbs H.E. bombs across the 
starboard quarter from 500 ft*
Bombs fell 3 to 6 yards on starboard 
side alongside the periscope. Estimate 
that a submarine was definitely hit as 
two large dark brown patches 10-15 ft 
in diameter appeared 3-5 yards apart 
also there was a pale blue patch about 
6 ft in diameter which appeared about 7 
minutes after the bombs had exploded. 
Temporary appearance as of oil in con
junction with the pale blue patch. Took 
one photo at the time of bombing.
Circled the area for 3 hours 15 minutes 
but saw nothing further than alread;/ 
mentioned. Both pilot and navigator 
were struck v/ith the peculiar brown and 
£rey camouflage on the periscope.
(Bonibristie, 0940/15)

German broadcast of slight damage caused 
to U-Boat which had sunk 3C0TST0UN 13/6 , 
by being rammed by a ship in convoy. 
Thought to have occurred when ITALIA 

>  and ERIK BOYE were sunk in convoy HX 27 
night 14/15 in about 50° 38* N., 8° 44*
W., (T.D. 563/DELS 40)
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War Diary 1 7.6.19^0
Monday

HOME COMMANDS

r~>LAITCASTBIA

Air- Enemy Air Activity

In Charpentier Roads, Adhere Bay, had em
barked 5>200troops, several refuges, and had 
a crew of 320. Attacked by aircraft which 
came out of the clouds at 1,000-2,000 ft. 
k bombs dropped, 2 or 3 scoring direct hits. 
Ship abandoned andNsunk 1555* 10 minutes 
after being Ijit. Survivors picked up by 
destroyer, French tugs and trawlers, during 
which time they were\ bombed again and trans
ferred to other ships. Military survivors 
known to have been landed, 3733. There were 

'I' r of LANCASTRIA.

British 7>h05 tons, bombed and sunk at 1555/
17 off St. Nazaire. One killed by bomb 
splinter. Crew took to boats and picked 
up by SS HOLMSIDE. Vessel broke in two. Was , 
intensively bombed for 1^ hours and rendered 
unmanageable by flooding of engine room and 
stokehold. (Minute Sheet and B. of T. 
Casualties)

Bombecj. and sunk while evacuating troops 
from ^t. -azaire. Had on board 52oo troops 
and a number of women and children, about 
2500 saved out of a total of about 5500.
70 of crew of 330' lost. (Master’s Statement)

standing off Ushant. Master and crew 
ordered to abandon at 1530/17 by D.S.T.0. 
(On French capitulation) (Minute Sheet and 
Casualty Form)

SS TEIRESIAS (7h05 tons) Bombed and sunk (? off St. Nazair^

.Mining

Weymouth & 
Portland

Enemy air minelaying Weymouth Bay and 
Portland Harbour night 16/17 June. 
(M011869AO)

ELLAVORE

CASUALTIES & DEFECTS

Norwegian (1302 tons) was abandoned at 
Havre.

DIDO

Shipping

In dry dock at Brest for repairs after

A t-b o a t CAMPAIGN...
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17.6.1940
Monday

ELPIS
Sunk;

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN 0: MINING 

Ships Attacked

Greek 3651 tons. 43° 46’ N., 14° 06' W., at 
0000/17. Crew warned to abandon ship and 
lowered boats. Ship torpedoed and sunk.
Crew picked up by SS MERKLAND. (interview 
with Master Shipping Casualties Section, 
Trade Division)

Submarines Attacked

By JACKAL 2205/17, 52° 24.5* N. , 2° 0 9 ’ E., 
Result doubtful. (U012695/40)
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VESPER

17.6.1940. 
--onday____

HOLE COil LEES

-■-Boats

A.l. received warning of L-Boat activity 
when passing the Folkestone Gate. At 
0114 1 E-Boat sighted and engaged. 
VIVACIOUS joined in the attack., hut con
tact was lost at 0145 (M.012150/40)

IT.JjIAU . AKCHAL7T SHIPS

■itrierica c West Indies

Present position Italian ships Jamaica 
Intelligence area:-

Tamnico:- ALERICANO, ATLAS, FEDE,
GENOANO, LUCIPERO, LARIlklj, STELVIO L.V., 
TUSCANIA, VIGOR.

P u e r t o ITa LIA

Havana:- REDCA

San Juan de Porto Rica;- COLOERADO 

La Guaira:- JOLS Fj.SSK) .

Puerto Cabello:- TROTTIERA, LACIC IN PADRE, 
TERESA CELLO.

—aracaibo :- ALA3ALA, DENTICE, former agrouir 
latter ground fired.

Cartafleha:- RAPALLO, ANTED L.V.

Balboa:- CGNTfi BIANCALAHD.

Punt a ^.reysaS. Costa Rica:- FBLLn. L.V.

(Unaccounted):- PIAVE, departure 22/5 
Havana for Curacao, and GIULIO GIORDANI, 
due Houston, Texas, about 15/6. (S.O.L., 
Kingston, Jamaica, 1046/17)

Shipping

French Ports Following received, addressed Norwegian
ANNAVORE, from Brest Radio 
All Norwegian ships and particularly ships 
lent to account for the French Government 
should continue to use French Ports.
(C. in C., Nore, 2219/1?)
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— ^CUTTY SARK 
Damaged

Operation X D Party P. (L*Orient)

Attempt to carry out the operation.
CUTTY SARK (A/S Yacht) "bombed, damaged in 
Raz de Sein (St. Nazaire). towed back to 
Plymouth. Party P subsequently returned 
to their depot, the R.E. in the party pro
ceeded to La Pallice in VISCOUNT, and F.L.O. 
at Plymouth reported that the oil and 
dockyard at L ’orient were destroyed by the 
French. (1.1012273/40 Operation XD, Party P 
Lorient, report)

ANTHIPPI K. 
MICftLOS

Enemy Air Activity

Greek, 3,298 tons, attacked by enemy air
craft off Brest, noon. No ^direct hits, 
but damage sustained from concussion of 
bombs. (Minute Sheet and B. of T. 
casualties)

RONVIYN

U CUTTY SARK

Casualties & Defects

tons. Damaged and abandoned. 
Rochefort, Prance 0300/18. (Shipping 
Casualties 142322)

A/S Yacht. Bombed, damaged see Operation 
X.D.

r\
HESTER 1199 tons. Rendered useless and abandoned 

at Rochefort. Crew transferred to ESKY/OOD 
(Shipping Casualties, Shandings etc.)
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SITUATIOIT REPORT

19.6.240.
Wednesday

Raid on 
England

Patrols

Attack on 
Ymuiden

Gibraltar,
Morocco.

Air.

German aircraft operating from Amsterdam and 
Lille areas raided England last night. Bombs 
were dropped on aerodromes, iron and steel 
works and an oil refinery.

Minelaying operations took lace off Le Verdon. 
Pour raids were made on Bordeaux during the 
afternoon and La Fallice was bombed after dark.

ITomal patrols were flown on 19/6, with the 
exception of reconnaissance flights to the 
Danish and Norwegian coast, though 3 aircraft 
left at midnight 19/20 to reconnoitre the 
coast of Norway.

P.A.A. aircraft left at 2200/19 to attack docks 
and merchant vessels at Ymuiden and I; barges 
reported at the Hague. Aircraft report that 
many of the usual light buoys off the Dutch 
coast are working again.

I. lining

Magnetic mines have been exploded off Portland, 
Dover and a moored mine cut off Flamborough 
Head.

A total of 12 magnetic mines were destroyed at 
Cherbourg up to 19/6.

Italian Hostilities

Shipping concentrations in Trieste, Genoa and 
in more southerly ports are not known to have 
been dispersed.

The probability of German formations becoming 
available for employment outside Prance can be 
linked up with a report regarding the 
contemplated move of some German fomations 
through Italy and Africa. (J. I.C. Report Jpij.) •

Recommendations of Governor, Gibraltar, for 
reinforcing French Morocco (see Operations 
Volume).

Casualties.

GRAMPUS, in the Med. is reported overdue at 
Malta from patrol.
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War D i a r y .

Horocco.

Tunis.

J ibuti.

French. Equatorial 
Africa.

nTTITUU ’ CF FRairCH.
2 C .6 .4 G .
Thursday.

Morale appears to be stiffening and it seems 
likely that French Resident General will fie-ht 
on, and if forced to stop, will send A/C to“ 
Sudan.

Attitude of Resident General satisfactory.
He abhors peace overture and is convinced 
hostilities will continue in K. Africa under 
the French Government. But he rules out 
possibility of local separatist movement.

Governor states that if instructed by French 
Government to surrender Jibuti he would do so. 
But G.G.C. declares he would forcibly prevent 
Governor from doing so and would continue to 
fight under British orders.

Would not accept capitulation of Colonial 
Troops. Would ask for British protection 
of colony or would leave for Higeria, Sudan, 
or Kenya with 9/1C ths of Troops and 
population (F • 0. Telegram 0445/20 to H.M. 
Reps.)

French Council of Ministers have decided that, 
on approach of enemy to Bordeaux, President 
of Republic, Presidents of 2 Houses of 
Parliament, and 3 or 4 Ministers will proceed 
overseas to carry on Government. It is 
possible General Weygand will go too.
(F.O. Telegram 0555/20 to E.M. Reps.)

f N

*
A~'GFUS.

HOLS CCLl.vKDS.

Shipping.

My 1110/17. This instruction no longer 
applies to French Colonial ports outside 
Mediterranean. (D.T.D. 1134/20 to A.I.G.
47).

Greek, with timber for Alexandria, now at 
Algiers. French military authorities willing 
to buy cargo, but AEGEUS ordered by Admiralty 
to England. Requesting instructions (Eos.3 . 
(Dillon) Military Mission, Algiers, 1355/20).

C-.SUAL.'ILo AILD DEFECTS.

Iin.'ISU LV A . 
oWLvLLO .
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HOME COMMANDS

E.O.I.C.
Portland

STESSO

Air-Enemy Air Activity

Report of enemy aircraft attack on Weymouth 
and Portland. M012281/40.

British 2290 tons 0045 Cardiff Docks Bombed 
By enemy aircraft. No casualties, ship 
submerged (Shipping Casualties 145495)

CLYDE,
Attack on 
Capital ship

MOEDHECHT 7T7-------

Operations-Submarines

At 2150, CLYDE was patrolling on surface and 
charging north of Rro Havet in position 
64.43’ N. , 9.52’ E. Single aircraft sighted 
to S.E., and CLYDE dived and steered 120° 
towards Kya. At 2209, two large ships sighted 
about two miles apart and nine miles distant. 
Mast of a third ship, thought to be a 
destroyer, was between the two. CLYDE 
altered course to cross the bow of port 
wing ship and avoid the destroyer. At 2232 
the first torpedo of a dispersed salvo was 
fired, and the remainder at 9 seconds 
interval on a course of 225°. Torpedoes were 
staggered for depth at 14 and 18 feet.
Range on firing estimated at 4»000 yards. 
Voilent explosion heard 2 minutes 55 seconds 
after firing first torpedo. About 8 
minutes later two faint explosions heard 
may have been torpedoes striking sea bed. 
Attack had lasted 23 minutes. CLYDE v/as 
counter-attacked by enemy destroyer, a 
pattern of eight depth charges arriving six 
minutes after going deep. None particularly 
close, though the last broke a few lights 
and caused an oil fuel supply pipe joint to 
blow. Hydrophone effect heard for a further 
ten minutes, but no more charges dropped.
At 0100/21, CLYDE surfaced to make enemy 
report, nothing in sight. (CLYDE, R. of P.
M01 2987/40)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN 

Ships Attacked

Dutch M.V. Sunk 1420/20 43° 34’ N. , 14° 20’ W 
by torpedo. Crew 29> all drowned or killed 
by explosion, except 5 on upturned boat, 
but only 4 were picked up. Ship left 
Bermuda-England convoy 18/6. (I.D. from S.A.)

/Bempire Conveyor.
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O p e r a t i o n s .

Admiralty 1558/21 (personal distribution) 
W A  DERER and WITESRINGTON detailed.
(C. in C.V/.A., 2006/21) Ly 2146/21 
WINCHESTER is to be employed on duty 
mentioned in my 1558/21. " (D.O.D. (H)

- / d  to F.O.I.C. Greenodfc).

Iceland.

Royal Marine Fortress Unit required for 
mounting Army defence equipments in 
Iceland. Will be attached to .army who 
a ill he responsible for administration, 
etc. anticipated will be required tc 
embark in 9 days’ time and '..'ill be requir
ed for at least 4 weeks from time of 
arrival in Iceland. (D. of L.D. to C.in 
C.Portsmouth 2049/21).

Air.

British Air activity.

Attack on new gun battery Cap Blanc >z 
50 54' 40“ i:., 01° 44* 00/ S. at 1440.
4 direct hits, several near misses. A/C 
-7801 shot down in sea by A/A fire. Guns 
of target thought to be 4-7“ (a .C.J . . 
Chatham 1715/21).

IvI.V's and aerodrome by 206 and 626 Sqdns. 
(Chatham A.C.H.q. 1945/21, 2135/21).
Enemy -air .-.c itivity.

Bombed 2345/21. No casualties or damage 
at 20 C. Buoy. (D. Form AA).

Enemy Tntelligence.

One Northbound 3000 Ton m/V. flying 
Danish colours sunk at 1810/21 by K.44 
at 55° 18» IT. 4° 28' E. (V• A .S • H 31/ 27).

U—BGAT C-d-lPAIG" • I  TA G .

Ships attacked.

after an explosion. Ha- been in a Dutch 
harbour since 9/4, the day of invasion of 
Denmark, ana was on her way home. Danish 
legation at Berlin reports all but 2 of 
the crew rescued. (Kalundborg Radio 
1130/ 27/6, quoting statement of J. 
Lauritzen, Ltd.)

Texel oastal search of Texel and attacks on

ALFA
P44

Danish tons sunk near Dutch coast



War Diary

HOME COM! LANDS

MOST SECRET

21.6.191+0
Friday

G65

(To intercept . SCHARNHORST) 
(V.A.C. 1

Operations 

Home Fleet
MANCHESTER (V.A.C. 18 C.S.) R. of P.'21-22 
June 191+0 (MO 1231+6/1+0) "SCHARNHORST"
Remarks on the operation by V.A.C. 18th C.S. 
(M012363/I+O) C. in C. , Rosyth P of P 21/6 
and 22/6. (M. 01 2828/1+0)
Referes to variation in reports of enemy’s 
position from aircraft Air Ministry 
requested to take up matter vdth R.A.F. 
Commands.

RORQUAL

FOREIGN STATIONS 

Mediterranean

Minelaying off Tolmeita. Fired at Italian 
cargo ship; torpedo failed to explode 
though it hit target. (M018392/1+0 RORQUAL- 
Narrative of Patrol July 191+0)

YARRAVILLE

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked

Ref. I.D. Form S.A.
1)- British ship YARRAVILLE

Standard Transportation of Hong Kong 
11+30/21/6, 39.1+0’ N. , 11.31+’ W.
Not sighted 
Not seen 
Submerged
Sinking and on fire 
5 Chinese 
Not seen 
Torpedo
Confidential books thrown overboard in 
weighted bag, no mails.

(12) Captain left at Gibraltar where crew
first landed. (N.C.S.O,, Milford Haven, 
211+1+/12/7) (S.O.I. Gibraltar, R.S.
310/20)

ADAMTIOS Greek, 1+277 tons, information received from 
Greece dated 8/7 states ship v/as sunk at La 
Rochelle between 17/6 and 21/6 (Lloyds 
Gazette, quoted in D.S. 315)

SARMATIA Finnish. (Torpedoed in Finisterre Area, 
position not yet known (I.C., Ol+98/l+O, 1.7.1+0

1320  -  

2010

Submarines Attacked

By VIVA II 1+6.28 N. , 03-51 W. Probably
successful (M. 01 371+2/1+0)



War D i a r y 22.6.40.
Saturday

FRENCH FLEET

Admiral West and staff with destroyer LE 
HARD I arrived here and MAMELUCK and battle
ship French Battleship JEAN BART arrived 
Casablanca.

Message received en route gave succession 
of command after Darlan if necessary as 
De Laborde, Esteva, Abrial, Gensoul, ordered 
navy to continue fighting unless orders are 
cancelled by legal French Government and 
states that on no account must any ship fall 
into the hands of the enemy.

Senior officers appear almost resigned about 
the future of the fleet and quite expect may 
have to be sunk in consequence. Junior 
officers show considerable feeling against 
possibility which is described as treason.
Two main arguments are (a) French families 
a^e in the power of the enemy and hands of 
officers and ren are therefore tied (b) 
Present Government knows best and orders must 
be obeyed whatever they are.

Request that liaison officers may be kept up 
to date with progress of negotiations (such 
knowledge lends authority) and prior 
information as to any British move which may 
be used to influence French naval officers. 
(B.N.L.O. Brest at Casablanca 2315/22 to 
A.C.W.A. & Adty.)

HOME COMMANDS

0045/22 in 53° 4 ’N, 1° 34’E. In convoy.
No damage or casualties. (I.D. Form A.A.)

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean

In port, cruisers ,
MARSEILLAISE, JEAN DE VIENNE, LA GAI.VTSSONIERE

between Oran and S. France. Special 
operations between Algiers and S. France to 
withdraw troops and stores.

Air

EMMA PLEIN Dutch, 5435 tons. Attacked by a/c at

Patrol off 
Minorca

U INDOMITABLE ,U TRIUMPHANT

Convoys Normal between Oran and Gibraltar, and special
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War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

2^.6.19UO. 
Monday____

Operations

TRIDENT unsuccessfully attacked inward bound 
tanker in 62+° 21’ N. , 9° 12* E. , (V. A. S. 
1621/3)

E-Boats

ALBUERA

CLAN ROSS

Madagascar 
and Reunion

CATHRINE

S/Ms Attacked

British, 3^77 tons, torpedoed (twice) off 
Dungeness 0015/24* Crew picked up by Dutch 
MEROPE, 5 lives lost, transferred to armed 
trawler and landed Dover. Members of crew 
lost probably injured when second explosion 
occurred (Minute Sheet and B. of T.
Casualty Form)

Air-Enemy Air Activity 

Interview with Master.

FOREIGN STATIONS 

South Atlantic

Message passed by N.C.S.O., Duala. 
Governor-General, French Cameroons, has 
received following message from Governor- 
General, Madagascar. "Madagascar and Reunion 
have decided that whatever happens they 
will remain French, but they are seriously 
threatened by presence in their waters of 
seven Japanese cargo steamers which for 
last week have been hanging about within 
100 miles of their coast. Madagascar and 
Reunion have no means naval or air to deal 
witji this menace. " This information is 
passed to you as French Camcroons is now 
nearest French territory with which 
Madagascar can communicate. (A.M.C. BUL0L0 
to C7 in C. , S.A. , 2035/22+)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING —
Ships Attacked
Estonian, reported sunk by gunfire. 50° 8* T 
1U° W. , 22+6° Fastnet 180° (I.C. 0 k 9 k / k 0 )

19 survivors landed in West Coast Port.
(D.S. 297)
By H.M.T. ELM 56° 3 V  N. , 7° 5'’ W Result 
doubtful. (M01352+8/2+0)

Mediterranean & East Indies

Sunk by FALMOUTH. Report. Information 
obtained from the C.O. (M. 017397/2+0)



HOST SECRET

SITUATION REPORT

25-6. 1940 
Tuesday

French & Italian Armistice Terms

French Fleet to he assembled at ports under 
Italian or German control and demilitarised 
except, in the German terns "ThAse ships 
necessary for watching the coast and mine 
sweeping" and, in the Italian terms,
"except for units the Italian or German 
Govex-nments design for the protection of 
French Colonial interest"

Whatever interpretation the French 
Government may have given to these terms, 
it was clear to the British Government 
that the Germans and Italians had thereby 
provided themselves with excuses for 
keeping the whole French Fleet in a state of 
readiness for action against us when they 
wished. (Adty. Communique Ho 54)

Operation Collar

Re- low flying enemy seaplane V.C. near 
the French coast. Wmll prove a handicap to 
any further operation which might be 
contempilated, but in foggy or misty weather 
the risk should be negligible (D.C.0©10/40) 
Advance Naval Intelligence from Operation 
"Collar")

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

Ships Attacked

One boat with 13 survivors, but 26 of crew 
are missing in 2 other boats. (D.S. 299) 
(Capt. D. 9. 1207/29)
British, 12,049 tons, torpedoed at 1454/25, 
48.15 N., 15»05’ W. , and sank in about 3i 
hours. Torpedoed about 5 minutes after 
WINDSOR 'WOOD, which was in same convoy.
1+ lives lost, one fractured skull, two pre
sumed trapped in stokehold and one from 
explosion. Nine men from boat picked up 
by CALIPH, trawling 10 miles N.E. of Bull 
Rock, 1/7, and landed Berehaven. Three boats 
got clear of ship, and some time later 
submarine surfaced and began shelling. 
(Minute Sheet and Casualty Form)
Report from ARLETTA re complicity of Spanish 
trawler in sinking of SARANAC and WINDSOR 
WOOD (C. in C. , A.W.I., 0956/16/8)

/WIKDSORWOOD....



25.6.19UO
Tuesday

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

WINDSORWOOD
Sunk

Ships Attacked-Contd.
Details in 1 D Form S.A. In Convoy. Attacked
1  1 4 1 ?  A H  M - O  ! * •  9 <£+ ¥ ! •  I J  f

•‘■wo torpedoes. SS v^TDERBY, called up "by 
aircraft, saved crew after 16 hours in life 
"boats.

Submarines Attacked
By DEPTFORD, 39° U5* N. , 12.U1 * W. Statio: 
on starboard bow of convoy. Thought non-i 
probably whale. (M. 0 1^289/4 0)



MOST SECRET

War Diary
26.6.19^0
Wednesday

HOME COMMANDS

Air-Enemy Air Activity

TRITON Machine gunned 0133 "by seaplane when on
patrol. (V.A. (S) 2152/U)

Humber Area Report of Air Raid 0010-0200/26. from
C. in C., Nore, (M.O. 12728AO)

Mining

Tyne Report of enemy aerial minelaying 25/26
June near Tyne Harbour. (M.O. 1 2388A0)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN 

Ships Attacked

DIMITRIS Greek 525U tons, torpedoed and sunk,
westward of Gibraltar. Was bound for 
Liverpool. Not in convoy. (D.O.R. 302) 
Possibly an Italian Submarine.



| Htf .

War Diary

MOST SECRET

27.6.1940
Thursday

HOME COMMANDS

S 7 i

Mining
Tyne area, report of enem* aerial rainelaying 
27/6. (M012478/40) '

N.O.I.C. Blyth. Report on enemy Air mine
laying in harbour and approaches. 27/6. 
(M01 2670/40-)

LLANARTH

LETICIA

1343

SALPA
Consolf ZZI

PERLA?

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

Ships Attacked

British, 5053 tons, hound Aberdeen for 
Australia, torpedoed and sunk at 2330/27 in 
47*30 N.. 10.30 W., Not in convoy. (D.O.R. , 
302, 2/7) (about 185 miles S.S.E. from Ushant) 
(Vice Consul, San Sebastian, 1545/1) (N.C.S.© 
Milford Haven 1724/14/7)
Torpedoed 2330/27 in approx. 47° 30' N.,
10° 30' W., Wireless signal was made at the 
time. 19 of crew brought to Pasajes by 
Spanish ship, Captain and 15 of crew in 
another boat but contact was lost. (V-C.
San Sebastian, 1545/1/7)

Interview with Master.

Submarines Reported

Sighted by DEUCALION 45° 2* N., 13° 53' W. , 
course 025° 14 knots. C/T visible at 9 miles 
(N.C.S.O. London 1735/30)

Submarines Attacked

Survivors see UEBI SCEBEL^I 29/6.

The submarine attacked 26/6 by KINGSTON 
1 4 o  miles S.E. Massawa was found beached 
27/6 by KINGSTON and 2 other destroyers and 
was shelled successfully. The submarine is 
reported to be the PERLA (W.S.I.No 3*)

By A.M.T.’S 
2° 30.8’ W., 
(M013548/40)

ELM & STOKE CITY 58° 2 6' 7 N. 
Result considered promising
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28.6.1940
Friday

FRENCH FLEET

If BEARN leaves Martinique she is to he 
shadowed.

ESPERO
Sunk

Mediterranean

My 0315/29* destroyer sunk was Italian 
ESPERO, SYDNEY brought back 44 survivors, 
of these 23 were wounded. (C. in C., Med.
0125/2)

Action of the 7th Cruiser Squadron against 
3 Italian destroyers on 28th June resulted in 
destruction of 1 enemy and excessive expen
diture of nearly 5000 rounds 6 inch 
ammunition.

2. Conditions were chase, in failing light, 
of destroyers zigzagging and making smoke 
ranges 18000 to 14000 yards.

3. Peace experience showing low rate of 
hitting to be expected in these conditions 
was overruled in ships concerned by desire 
to get decisive result before light failed 
in their first surface contact in the 
Mediterranean. We have learnt our lesson.

4* Satisfactory features were (i) 7th 
Cruiser Squadron held Italians for speed.
(ii) generally excellent performance of 6 inch 
turret machinery.

5. Italians fired with moderate accuracy 
at 18000 yards but did not hit.

(C. in C., Med, 2303/20/7)

PAGANINI

ITALIAN MERCHANT SHIPS

Caught fire and sank 28/6 about 12 miles off 
Durazza, Ship was 2,427 ton liner used as 
a transport. 220 Italian and Albanian Officers 
and men dead. Was on way from Bain to Durazzo 
(Italian Official Announcement)

/U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
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28.6.191+0
Friday-War Diary

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

S/M’s Attacked

WHITE|BEAR reports 28/6,171+5, position 58.23N 
05*33 W. , gained contact "by H. E. Asdic 
contact at 1500 yards. Carried out 5 
attacks at 1827,1907,1912,1917,1927. H.E. 
lost after first attack. 1908 submarine 
surfaced on beam ends, range 200 to 300 
yards. Apparently stationary, rolled over 
and disappeared. Still in Asdic contact.
3 further attacks produced no other effect. 
Contact stationary, tapping heard in 
submarine.
At 01+20/30 no contact could be obtained 
outside 600 yards. Remained in contact 
until 0830/30. Good record on chemical 
recorder. (S.2. 1 221+/1, M 01311 8/1+0)

at 0110/28. Torpedoed and set on fire. 
(Interview with Master, Shipping Casualties 
Trade Division)

now reports he also attacked submarine in 
037° 29* N., 019° 51* E., at 11+05 on 28/6 
with two 250 pound A-S bombs which were 
seen to hit, nose of submarine rose to 
surface and disappeared. Large air bubbles 
rose to the surface four or five minutes 
later and large oil patch observed over spot 
on return two hours later. (V.A.Malta

LLANARTH British 5053 tons. 1+7° 39* N., 10° 17' W. ,

1625/2)



War Diary

HOME COMMANDS

29.6.19^40
Saturday

Issue of 
Red Warnings

Air «

Report of Air Raid 28/19 unsatisfactory 
issue of red warnings. (C. in C. , W. A. 
M. 012980/2*0)

Mining

Tyne Report of enemy aerial minelaying 28/29 June
(M01 2656/2*0)

FOREIGN STATIONS

CAP PADARAN French. Carrying 200 troops for Madagascar.
Notarrived Cape Town. (S.O.(I) Cape Town 
0928/29)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN & MINING

F. B. GOULANDRIS 
Sunk

Ships Attacked

Sunk 1500 about 130 miles S.W. of Fastnet.
(I.C. 0506/bQ)

EMPIRE TOUCAN Shelled and torpedoed, 1 4 9 . 2 0  N. , 12*. 1 4 5 W.
3 lives lost. Broke in two, after end sank, 
bow portion sunk by destroyer. Had lost 
touch with convoy (engine trouble)
(Minute Sheet & B. of T)

Submarines Attacked

RUBINO My 1733/29. This submarine was RUBINO (C. in
Sunk C . , Med. 0125/2/7)

UEBI SCEBELVI My. 12427/29* 95 survivors picked up from
Sunk Console fitf/wtt/r-lJjftZZI (Sunk 27/6) and UEBI SCEBEL^I. None

' ^ f r o m  SALPA (C. in C. , M ed. 0125/2/7)

By H.M.T. ELM attacked asdic contact 58° 
142’ 2" N . , 3° 56.2 W. Result doubtful.
Mediterranean

Flying boat No L. 5806 attacked Italian 
submarine in position 38.12’ N. , 18.06’ E . , 
at 062*5 29th June. Nearest bomb 2*0 yards 
ahead of diving position just after U-Boat 
dived. Result unknown. (C. in C . , Med, 
1701/5/7)



War Diary

HELPER
E-Boats

Report of Engagement with 2 M . T . B ’s A 3 0 / 3 0

HOME COMMANDS

30.6.1 A O  
Sunday

MOST SECRET

6 7 5

One believed sunk, the other escaped in 
darkness. Slight damage to HELPER.
(M 013179A O )

Enemy Intelligence

SNAPPER reports 7 minesweepers close in 
shore to Lister Light 30/6 (Capt (S) 3. 
1 1 3 7 A )

FOREION STATIONS 
North Atlantic

Your 185U/30. Inform French Admiral that 
Polish and Czech troops should not be in
terned as ships are now on way to 
Casablanca. (F.O.i/c Oib. 2350/30 to B-C 
Casablanca)

Mediterranean

My 1555/30. LIVERPOOL is required to 
embark one battiion of Black Watch and 
proceed with them to (?Aden) at best speed. 
Battalion is due Suez a.m./l/7. (C. in C . , 
Med 1709/30 to LIVERPOOL)

America & West Indies

Putch West Indira French officers commanding troops Aruba
arrived at Curacoa yesterday at request of 
local authorities. Neither O.C., British 
Troops, S.N.O., or myself, were informed 
and British authorities showed disinclination 
to allow O.C. British Troops take any part 
in any discussion. Authorities have 
previously indicated that they consider 
Aruba no concern of ours, underlying reason 
probably fear that British might obtain 
too strong a hold on this colony if British 
troops took over Aruba on departure of 
French. (Consul, Curacoa, 1901/30, to Admty)

/U-BOAT • • • •



China War 
Diary, June 
1940.

P.O.C.R.I.N.

C. in C. 
Med.

ROYAL
DAFFODIL.

WESTON.

WESTELLA.

0804/3.
S/M attacked.

E-Boat 
attack on 
SHELDRAKE.

HIGfi'VOOD.

Relations with Dutch, information as to Italian 
merchant ships, relations with French, Governor 
Indo-China, and C. in C.
(T.S.D., 4364/40.)
All ships to be completely darkened with effect 
from sunset 15/6, and all Bombay navigation lights 
extinguished. Ships sailing f r o m W .  Coast of India 
ports for Persian Gulf not to proceed beyond Karachi 
until further orders, 21/6. PATHAN seriously 
damaged off Bombay, 23/6. Lt. Com. Durston,
Sub.-Lt. Currey and 3 ratings killed. PATHAN sank 
early 24/6. Considered loss due to torpedo or mine. 
Bombay closed until adequate sweeping, not possible 
up to 30/6 owing to weather. Statistics of Naval 
Reserves, and of ships degaussed, P.Vs. fitted, and 
armed.
(T.S.D., 5013.)
Operations in connection with mines and submarines 
off Alexandria. June, 1940.
(M. 017348/40.)
British, 2050 tons, on Government transport attacked 
2/6 by 6 A/C 296° 7 miles from Ruytingen Bell Buoy 
Hit on starboard side amidships. 1 killed, 2 
wounded. Towed to Dover.
(Shipping Casualties, 167210.)

Minesweeping operation "Quidnunc'’. Report of 
Proceedings.
(M. 011362/40.)
Sunk, probably by mine, near T Buoy, during Operation 
"Dynamo". GRIMSBY TOWN took on board survivors.
Ch. Skpr. A. Gove R.N.R. in command.
(Loss of H.M.S. WESTELLA, Investigation, N . L . 11166/40)

By A / C , Coastal Command, 55.58 N., 00.42 E. Report, j 
(M. 012271/40.) ;|
2335/3. (M. 010990/40, SHELDRAKE, R. of P.
30/5 - 3/6.)

At anchor in Roven River, 15 miles up from Havre.
At about 2130/4, crew took action stations at 12-pdr. 
and Lewis guns on hearing A/A fire from direction 
of Havre. At 2140, plane sighted and fired at.
One shell seen to burst very close, and shortly 
afterwards 2 parachutes, apparently supporting men, 
were seen coming down close to river bank. i1 ire 
opened on these with Lewis guns and rifles.
(Report of I. Stephenson, Master, Trade Div.)

Diaries, R. of P. Summaries etc, for June, 1940.



MOST SECRET.

War Diaries, R. of P. Summaries etc, for June, 19*40 Cont.

s M
attacked.

S/M reported 
2230.

MARGARET.

S/M attacked6/6.

Operation 
"Alphabet" 
Evacuation of 
Norway.

M dIzU i/ho 
ôiiiiejlbo 
hj Dliyil/lJD

*7 onoriji^o

DULWICH.

OTTO.

EMPIRE
COMMERCE.

Operation
F.D.17.

By A/C escorting Convoy H. G. F. 32 1915/*4. Claim to 
have hit conning tower, but possibly wreck of 
POLYCARP.
(U-Boat Incidents, Report 27*4» 1096).

By H.M. fishery protection trawler ETHEL TAYLOR 
(not fitted with A/S) 8 miles W. S. Lizard.
M. 011358/*|0.

a
H.M. Trawler (damaged by A/C bombing) scuttled 
in bad weather when in tow of H.M.Tr. STRATHDERRY on 
passage from Harstad to Scapa, as STRATHDERRY had 
insufficient coal to tow all the way. Position 67° 
3 5 ’ N . , 3° 3 6 ’ E.
(M. 011912/140. Gubbins Flotilla, R. of P 3 - 12 June, 
19*40).
By ARABIS *4-7° 30' N. , 9° 2i+’ W. 2 D.Cs. dropped, 
doubtful contact. Result unsuccessful.
(M.013154A0).
Report by V. A. (A)
(M.01556l/*40).
Report from Vice Admiral R. Hill, Commodore with 
Group I. Left Greenock in MONARCH OP BERMUDA May 
28/19*+0. June *4/ 0 3 1 * 4  anchored in Ers Fiord.
Embarked troops in MONARCH OP BERMUDA, LANCASTRIA and 
GEORGIC. June 5/0600 anchored in Risoy Sund - 
embarking troops. June 6/0830, arrived 6 9 ° 30' N. ,
6 ° *j.O' E. June 7» sailed for U.K. - MONARCH OP 
BERMUDA, VINDICTIVE, GEORGIC, FRANCONIA, LANCASTRIA, 
BATORY and SOBIESKI total troops 13»888. June 8/0100 
H. M.S. VALIANT and *4. T.B. Ds. joined. 8/2230 H.M. S. 
ATHERSTONE and *4 T.B.Ds. joined H.M.S. VALIANT and 
*4 T.B. Bs. parted company. June IO/O 6 3 O arrived 
Greenock.
(M. 011319 A O ) .
(L103 tons) Struck submerged object off Villeguier 
2302/9. Grounded set on fire and abandoned.
(Shipping Casualties 1 6 2 5 6 *4)

Estonian 1959 G.T. Attacked 1500/9 River Seine by 
dive bombers. 3 bombs exploded within 20 ft . , 
causing leakages.
(Minute sheet and B. of T).
Mined at 11*4*4. Thames Estuary. 2 lives lost, 
presumed killed instantaneously by explosion.
Engines disabled. Vessel beached at Margate Spit 
with help of a tug. Vessel refloated herself on 
10/6 but was again beached with help of a tug on 
12/6, at Mucking Plats.
(Minute Sheet and B. of T. Shipping Casualties)

(Minelaying off Norwegian Coast). French S/M RUBIS 
Report.
(M.012367/*+0).

/VALIANT...
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War Diaries, R. of P. Summaries etc, for June, 192+0. Con.l

VALIANT.

Blocking of 
Dieppe.

TIMAVO,
GERUSALEMME.

Air attack 
on Trondheim.

Attack on 
Mersa Tobruk.

Operation
"Cycle1'
St. V a l e r ^ .

Report of enemy air attacks 12+30 onwards in 6 5 °
2* N . , 1° 53' W.
(M. 012573/2+0)

Carried out 0500 /10 June. Operation C.P. Blocking! 
ships RIVER TYNE, KAUPO and JACOBUS. RIVER TYNE 
mined off the harbour at 02+2+1/10. Escorting ship 
H.M.S. VEGA.
(Report of Captain G.A.Garnons-Williams R.N. in 
M.011359).
Attempted interception by planes of South African 
Air Force. Report on operations by O.C. S.A. A. F. 
Durban. Report on condition and salvage attenpts of^ 
TIMAVO. (Both ships went ashore off Oro Point,
TIMAVO machine gunned by A/C, GERUSALEMME intercepte| 
by RANCHI. TIMAVO total loss).
(M.016371/40). (M.016608/40) (M.017817A0)
Report by V.A. (A ) . 
(M.OI 5 5 6 1 A O )  (Note. 
M. 011951/2+0).

for attack on SCHARNHORST see

By LIVERPOOL and 
(M. 015591/2+0).

GLOUCESTER.

Extract from notes by Capt. D.B.Long, Cameron 
Highlanders. Contrary to reports, there was no fog. | 
Impression gained by soldiers and officers that no 
attempt was made to get them off. Saw Navy (French 
or British?) standing out fairly near on 12/6 before 
they were actually rounded up, and then it just 
appeared to go off into the blue. Naval liaison 
officer working with the Division was taken prisoner 
and escaped and his wireless, which was the only 
means of communication, was thrown into the sea. 
Valerie was on fire. There were there one Highland 
Division and 2 Divisions of French (v).
(Forwarded by M. 1.9. 12/12/2+0. Officer v/as in 51st 
Div. and recently escaped from France to Cairo).

S/Ms. Attacked. By JACKAL 132+2/16 52° 15' N. , 2° 0 5 ’ E. 
1 6 / 6  doubtful.

(M. 012695/2+0)

Result

19/6.

TUDOR
sunk by S/M. 

YARRAVILLE.

By GLEANER and H.M.Ts. VICTRIX and PAYNTER 
52+. 2+5 N. , 05.32 W. Consider non-sub.
(M. 01372+2/2+0)

I.D. Form S. A.
(M. 012328/2+0)

In convoy British, 8 6 2 7  tons.
39.2+0 N. , 11.32+ W. Crew 50. 

Presumed sunk.
(Ref. Form Wr. 1).

Torpedoed 12+.30/21, 
Casualties 5 .

/NEION...
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War Diaries, R. of P. Summaries etc, for June, 1940. Con.

NEION.

S/Ms
attacked.
22/6.

Attacked by U-boat I D Form S.A.
(M.012434/40)

By H.M.T. ELM. 58° 40.6’ N. 30° 55.3 W. 
Probably non-sub.
(M.O 13548/40)

By SCARBOROUGH 48.50 N ., 07.50 W. from 2130/20 
to 1800/22. Consider U/B was destroyed.
(M.013742/40)

Sweep to
intercept
SCHARNHORST.

1 }

V.A.C. 18 C.S. (MANCHESTER) Narrative of Events 
and Reports by MANCHESTER and BIRMINGHAM on 
aircraft reconnaissance flights carried out during 
the operations 21/6 and 22/6.
Squadron consisted of MANCHESTER, BIRMINGHAM, 
SHEFFIELD, YORK with GALLANT and WALPOLE attached. 
(L^ter was left at Rosyth on account of her low 
speed and endurance)
Squadron left Rosyth 0600/21.
Inexperience of observer in MANCHESTER'S aircraft 
considered by D.N.A.D. to be chief reason for 
failure of this reconnaissance.
(18 C.S. R .of P. 21 - 22 June 1940, M.012378/40)

Minelaying Report of enemy minelaying operation off Spithead 
off Spithead night 21/22.

(M.012227/40)

WINDS0RW00D. 
British 
5395 tons.

RAVQNIA.

Torpedoed 1445/25/6 48.31 N., 14.50 W. (Atlantic) 
Crew 40. Casualties nil. Sunk.
(Ref. Form Wr. l)

British, 813 tons. Attacked by a/c 14.55/27. 
52.9 IT., 1.54 E. Crew 14. No casualties.
Slight damage.
(Ref. W.R.1940)
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War Diaries. R. of P.. Summaries etc., for June 1940 (contd.)

SANDWICH R. of P. 17-23/6/40 ) 
(Convoy H.X. 49) )

FOWEY R. of P. 10-23/6/40 ) 
(Convoy H.X. 47) )

) M. 013499/40.

«/ Convoy H.X.4 7 .

• F.O.I.C. Tyne A r e a . 

C.in C. Mediterranean.

J

S.S. BLACKHEATH

N.O.I.C. Tees and 
Hartlepool.

B. N.L.O. Cherbourg,

j V.A.vy. B.C.S.

/ C.ln C. W . A .

J  N.O.I.C. Blyth.

J C.O. ASCANIA,

C. ln C. Nore.

j ARK ROYAL.

j CLYDE,

Operation
Valentine

Operation J.D.
J

R. of P. 2/6-16/6/40. (M.012098/40).

War Diary 1/6-15/6/40 (T.S.D.5187/40).

- War Diary 10/6-13/6/40 (T.S.D.4736/40).

Dispositions of Fleet In Italian Ports. 
Declaration of War.
Sinking of CALYPSO.

R. of P. 7/6-13/6/40. (M.012693/40).

War Diary 15/6-30/6/40 (T.S.D.5163/4 0) .

R. of P. 12/6-17/6/40 (M.017485/40)

R.P. 5/6-9/6/40. (M.012555/40)

Operation Aerial R. of P. 15/6-18/6/40 
(M. 012978/40). t

War Diary 15-30/6/40. (T.S.D.4338/40).

R. of P. of Convoy BHX 4 7 . (M.012893/40).

War Diary l/6. 15/6/40. ) T.S.D.
Dunkirk, Shortage of ) 4813/40.
Destroyers, B.S. Mine- ) 
laying, Mounting of Naval ) 
guns at E. Coast ports. )

R. of P. Operation Alphabet 3/6-13/6/40 
(M. 012911/40).

Report of Patrol P.0. 2 M. from 4/6 
to 24/6. (M. 012 987/40).
Includes attack on German capital ship20/ 6 .

Report on Operation Valentine (R.M.
Force at the Faroes) by Lt. Col.
T.B.W. Sandall, R.M. Force sailed in 
SUFFOLK, 12/4, arrived Faroes 13/4.
Was relieved by a Battalion of Lovat 
Scouts 27/5 and embarked in ULSTER 
PRINCE for passage to England.
(M.014695/40, covering A.G., R.M.,
No. P.P.1948).

Appendix II, to be added to Portsmouth 
No. 0221/79 of 29.6.40,
Operation J.D. (Identification Marks).
(M. 013707/40)
Operation J.D. interception of enemy 
landing forces. General Instructions 
for conduct of Auxiliary Patrol in the

/Portsmouth Command...
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War Diaries. R. of P. luminaries etc* for June 1940.

Operation Portsmouth Command. (M.012674/40).
J.D.

1

*

I

Operation X.D. /

Iceland.

H.M.C.S. ERASER.

/ F .0.I .C . Tyne.

Mediterranean Fleet.

Convo y  H. X. 48,.
J

V.A.C. 1 C.S.
/

V.A.C. 1 C.S.

/ N.O.I.C.. Aberdeen.

Party ”0", Brest, Report of Comdr.
G. Congreve, R.N. dated 21/6/40.
(M.012356/40).

Report of Situation and Proceedings 
2/6 - 15/6. Many reports of enemy 
landing, but all proved groundless.
(M. 012206/40).

R. of P., 3/6 - 25/6, when ship lost 
after collision with CALCUTTA.

War Diary 16/6 - 30/6. Air Raids,
22/6, shore damage; 46/6, magnetic 
minelaying; delays from enemy mining 
22/6 - 29/6, but on no occasion traffic 
held up for more than one day.
(T.S.D. 5188/40).

Report of Movements and other related 
action between 10/6 and 14/6 (M.012348 
/40). Initial cruise after entry of 
Italy into war. Italian ideas on air 
reconnaissance at sea not very 
developed. Most serious obstacle in 
bringing the enemy to action is 
weakness of our air reconnaissance. 
Limitations of EAGLE. Need for a base 
in Greek Islands, preferably Suda Bay. 
Loss of CALYPSO, doubt it was due to 
Submarine action. (C.in C. Med).

R. of P., C.0. RANPURA, 26/6/40.
(M. 014561).

War Diary. 1 - 15/6. (T.S.D. 4389/40)
Evacuation of Norway, embarkation of 
King and Ministers in DEVONSHIRE.
At 1730/8, interception of a barely 
readable signal from GLORIOUS to V.A.A., 
timed 1640 which subsequent events 
proved probably amplying report of two 
pocket battleships.
Meeting of Norwegian Cabinet in Gun 
Room of DEVONSHIRE at 1700/9. Return 
to Clyde. DEVONSHIRE had had steam on 
main engines for 34 consecutive days 
and men no leave for some two months. 
Night leave to each watch approved.

War Diary, 16/6 - 30/6. (T.S.D.4390/40),
Passage of DEVONSHIRE to Halifax, and 
shadowing of EMILE BERTIN. SUSSEX and 
NEWCASTLE remained Scapa. Signals ex
changed with EMILE BERTIN, 2l/6.

War Diary, 15/6 - 30/6. (T.S.D. 4164/40)
Air raids, 27/6 and 30/6.

/  VIVIBN



MOST SECRET. & Q

War Diaries, R. of P.. Summaries, etc, for June 1940*(Continued)

VIVIEN. Report of E-Boat attack on VIVIEN and
Convoy F.N.92 on night of 9/6-10/6.
32 ships in convoy stretching for about 
6 miles. VIVIEN sole escort. C.O.,
Lt. Com. W.D.G. Weir, commended for 
able way he handled convoy and countered 
attack. No ships sunk or damaged.
(M. 011665/40).

War Diary, period ending 15/6. (T.S.D. 
4762/40). Seizure of Italian Ships, 
immobilisation plans.

Sinking of ANDANIA, first A.M.C. to be 
attacked successfully by U/B while on 
patrol, 15/6. For first time since 
Northern Patrol was instituted, no ship 
was intercepted during the whole period. 
Usual number of fishing vessels sighted 
and examined. Chances of preventing a 
single ship from reaching Iceland small 
unless whole of N.P. diverted from its 
main object and redisposed westward of 
Iceland. Average number of ships on 
patrol per day 11.8.

Approved by A.C.N.S.(H) 15/6 to employ 
Z. 5, 6, 7 and 8 as proposed by V.A.(3)
- based on Dundee in company with Dutch- 
Submarines. Signals appertaining. - 
V.A.S., 2026/12/6, 2027/l2/6, 2028/12/6, 
D.O.D.(H) 1348/16/6, S.N.N.O.P., 
Portsmouth 1535/16/6.

Swedish destroyers released 26/6.
Daily notes arranged under Weather, 
Convoys, Northern Patrol and A.M.C's, 
Submarines, Movements, Aircraft, Enemy 
Intelligence and Miscellaneous.

R. of P. 1/6-14/6. (M.013837/40).
CARINTHIA torpedoed and sunk 6/6, 
SC0TST0UN ditto 13/6. Results of 
patrol showed complete absence of east 
and westbound traffic.

Collapse of France. Preparations againi 
invasion. Enemy Air Activity.
British B.S. Minelaying Operations.

HURRICANE.

Northern Patrol.

R. of P. 25/6-30/6. (M. 014108/40). 

R. of P., 15/6-30/6. (M. 014809/40).

Dutch Torpedo Boats. Employment of. (O.D. 1200/40).

C.ln C. Rosyth. War Diary 16/6-30/6. (T.S.D. 4989/40).

J C.in C. Nore.

C.in C. W.A. War Diary l/6 - 15/6. (T.S.D. 5213/40). 
Chiefly U/Boat Campaign.

War Diary 16/6 - 30/6. (T.S.D. 4814/40)

/ R.A..13 C.S.

/ C.in C. S.A.

R. of P. 16/6 - 30/6 (M.013175/40).
At Seapa. Nothing of interest.

Report on Visit to Dakar and shadowing
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War Diaries, R. of P.. Summaries, etc., for June. 1940 (Contd.)

HAVANT R. of action off Dunkirk and loss of
ship. (M.010879/40) Left Dover for
Bray at 1815/29/5. Left Dunkirk l/6 for 
Dover with about 500 men, many wounded. 
At O9O6 hit by two bombs in engine room 
which passed through the starboard side. 
Just afterwards, large bomb fell in 
water about 50 yds. ahead, delay action, 
and exploded underneath ship as 3he 
passed over it. Abandoned, and sank at 
about 1015/1. Casualties, 1 off.
7 men killed, about 15 wounded, also 
about 25 soldiers killed or wounded.

ASTRONOMER destroyed by torpedo, mine or 
internal explosion l/6. Extinguishing 
of lights not absolutely necessary for 
navigation, 8/6. Raid by Skuas on 
enemy ships at Trondheim 13/6.
ANDANIA torpedoed 15/6. Movements of 
Swedish destroyers, Faroes 21/6 etc.

with HOOD to intercept French Battleship 
RICHELIEU off Dakar. 26/6 to 28/6.

Lt. Com. A.N. Balfour, R.N., N.L.0. 
French Troops, 7/6. (M.012538/40).

Sweep to Eastward continued along south 
Coast of Crete. Precautions A/S and 
entire mining for entry of Fleet into 
harbour, (Alexandria).

(T.S.D. 5038/40). Increase of work 
due to closing of Mediterranean to 
traffic. Italian S.S. SISTIANA seized 
on outbreak of war with Italy.
5.5. TIMAV0 beached herself; seized 
by RANCHI (eventually became total 
loss).

5.5. GERUSALEMME beached herself in 
Portuguese waters. 13/7 Convoy CM 
arrived.
Lack of A/S protection in Union ports.
30/6 SISTIANA taken over by SAR and H, 
and renamed MYRICA.

War Diary May and June 1940.
T.S.D. 5291/40. No interest.

A.C.O.S. War Diary, June 1940, (T.S.D. 4837/40).

V .A . Aircraft 
carriers.

War Diary 3 May to 28 June 1940.
(T.S.D. 4212/40) Operations in ARK ROYAL

F.O.I.C.

V.A. 18 C.S

Inver^oraon War Diary 1 - 1 4  June 1940. (T.S.D 
4662/40).

Capture of Narvik. R. of P.

C.in C. Med War Diary for 14/6. (T.S.D. 4739/40)

S.N.O. Simonstown. War Diary 1 - 30th June 1940

/ V.A. Dover
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War Diaries, R.

V.A. Dover.
16/6.

17/6.

19/6.

20/ 6 .

23/6.

22/6.

24/6.

27/6.

28/6.

29/6.

C.in 0. ’.V.A.

p .0.1.C. Portland.

u

of P., Summaries etc, for June, 1940 (Contd.)

War Diary 16-30 June 1940 (T.S.D. 4489/40)

Atlantic Convoys to be sailed in 2 portions 
(1) ocean going (2) smaller coasting 
craft, as temporary measure to reduce size 
of outward Atlantic Convoys until more 
escort vessels available.
(See C.in C. Nore 2206/16).

VIVACIOUS, VESPER, engagement with
E.boats.

Failure of 12 small motor yachts from 
Newhaven to reach Dover. One caught fire 
and sank, remainder returned.
R0SEBURN torpedoed by E.boats.

"Sausage net" patrol against E.boats 
begun.

Two of 4 M.T.B’s allocated to Dover 
arrived. Several unexplained explosions.

M.T.B’s operated near Dungeness on this 
and subsequent nights.

ALBUERA torpedoed.
SVE1ID F0YN brought in.
Attempt to intercept enemy train ferry.

M. A/S B ’s engage E.boats.

E. boats attack WELLARD. A/C attack 
C0DRINGT0N near Folkestone.

New trawler patrol instituted to counter 
enemy minelaying.

This Diary contains a "General 
Appreciation; the chief points of which 
are the increasing activity of E.boats, 
increase of inshore anti-invasion patrols. 
A quiet period.

Appendices. Destroyer Patrol in Straits 
(Short title "0.0"). Ships available.

War Diary. 16/6 - 30/6. Narrative 
based on Signals of Operation "Aerial". 
Numerous ships attacked by U/B’s.
Air Raids, Cardiff Area, Devonport area, 
etc. Fortnightly reports for F.O’s I.C., 
Cardiff, Liverpool, Milford H., and 
Belfast, N.O’s I.C., Falmouth and 
Dartmouth. (T.S.D. 5214/40).

War Diary l/6 - 14/6. (T.S.D.4938/40).
Harbour defence and A/A defences, etc., 
Degaussing Establishment, Contraband 
Control Base, (statistics).
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War Diaries, R. of P.. Summaries, etc, for June, 1940.(Contd.)

R.A.(D) H.F.
J

C.in C. Portsmouth*

War Diary 2/6 - 15/6 (T.S.D.4614/40) .
Sinking of ASTRONOMER, 2/6; CARINTHIA, 
6/6; enemy force and sinking of GLORIOUS 
etc., 9/6; SC0T3T0UN torpedoed, 13/6; 
ANDANIA torpedoed, 15/6.

War Diary l/6 - 14/6. (T.S.D. 4963/40).
A/S Operations, Operations Cycle and 
Dynamo, Mine sweeping, Convoys, Local 
Defence Measures, VERNON mining and 
mine sweeping development•

C.in C. Med. War Diary for 14/6, in continuation of
Med. 0590/94/22 of 15/6/40.
(T.S.D. 4739/40). Sweep to eastward 
continued along south coast of Crete. 
A/S and anti-mining precautions taken 
for entry of Fleet into Alexandria. 
Submarine contacts during passage, no 
definite result from any of these 
contacts.

Ex-German ALSTER. R. of P., 12/4 - 5/6. Norway. Accaimo-
dated PENELOPE ship’s company. Unloaded 
cargo at Tromso. Embarked iron ore at 
Kirkenes, and left for Harstad and U.K., 
after embarking crew of S.S. MASHOBRA. 
(M. 015079/40).

C.in C. Nore. Operation Order "PE" (Purge), repelling
invasion, dated 12/6/40. (M.017190/40).

V.A.S. O.R.P. ORZEL, Circumstances of loss and 
appreciation of services. (M.011826/40) •

C.in C. Home Fleet.
J

War Diary 1-15 June 1940. T.S.D.4589/40. 
Loss of GLORIOUS see 12/6.

N.O.I.C. Lerwick. ✓

R.A. (M.L.)

War Diary June 1940 T.S.D.4713/40
Loss of RIVER NESS by aircraft attack 10/6.

War Diary 17/6-30/6. (T.S.D. 5336/40)
Flag of R.A. (M.L.) hoisted TRELAWNEY 27/6. 
Mine Supply. Defences of Port Z.A.

V.A. Aircraft War Diary 3/5 - 28/6. Scapa to Gibraltar
Carriers. j and operations to intercept RICHELIEU.

(T.S.D. 4212/40)

F.O.I.C. Inver^ordon

Hospital Carrier 
ST. JULIEN.

V.A.S. J

/ South Atlantic Station

War Diary l/6 - 14/6. (T.S.D. 4662/40)
Nothing of importance.

Master’s Report of Enemy Air Attacks. 
(M. 011272/40.

War Diary 1/6-30/6. (T.S.D. 5112/40)

• •
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*

South Atlantic Station. Annual Report of South African R.N.V.R.
to 30/6. Force not mobilised on out
break of war, but volunteers called for, 
and port war signal stations and 
examination services put into operation* 
Provision of M/S and A/S vessels, crews 
for D.M.C’s and D.E.M.S. Seaward 
Defence Force established 9/10/39, 
by loan or transfer of volunteers from 
S.A.N.S. R.N.V.R. (S.A.) R.N. retired 
officers, and new entries. Started 
to function 15/1/40.
Provision of armed guards.
Statistics. (M. 016106).

V.A. Dover.

N.O.l.C. Aden* --------------  y

War Diary. l/6 - 15/6 (T.S.D.4488/40)
Dunkirk evacuation. Losses from air 
attack. On l/6 personnel ships, out of 
29 originally available, 8 sunk, 7 in 
dock for major repairs, 2 undergoing 
minor repairs, leaving 12 in running 
order. Despite strain, magnificent 
spirit of personnel. Average troops 
carried by destroyers rose from 700 
to 1500. Blocking operations, French 
ports. List of ships available at 
Dover 1-15/6. General Appreciation.

War Diary l/& - 30/6. (T.S.D. 4188/40)i
Italian entry into war. Air raids 
12/6 and onwards. Capture of 
Submarine GALILEO GALILEI by 
MOONSTONE, 19/6.

North Atlantic Command.
/

R. of P., l/5 - 30/6. (M.015952/40). 
Entry of Italy into the War.
Gibraltar evacuations. Attitude of 
French Fleet. Interview of F.O.C.N.A. 
with Adm. Esteva 24/6. French 
Armistice 25/6. Operations against 
French Fleet. Force H formed 28/6. 
Convoy statistics and Control Service 
details. Evacuation of refugees and 
Allied troops from south of France. 
Reports of KEPPEL and VELOX at 
Port Vendres.
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War Diaries, R. of p. , Summaries etc, received for June 191+0.

Operation Cycle (evacuation of British and French troops in
Havre district) M. 011853AO* Transports sailed 
pm/9, operation completed 01+00/13- About 
11,200 men were evacuated from Havre; and 
1330 British and 930 French from St. Valery. 
Following ships were lost:-

BRUGES - Passenger vessel - by air attack.
No.2 Train Ferry - by air attack.
2 Dutch Schoots - one mined and one sunk by 

shore batteries.
8 small motor craft.
Several lifeboats abandoned.
H.M. Ships damaged - BULLDOG, BOADICEA, AMBUSCADE

H.M.T.B.69.

REVENGE R. of P. 30/5 - 8/6/140 (M. 012082/1+0) .
REVENGE took £14-0,000,000 in gold to Halifax.

TRIBUNE Patrol Report 10-25 June 19̂ 4-0. (M. 01 2755AO).
21/6 supported SOUTHAMPTON class cruiser sighted. 
22/6 unsuccessful attack on an M.V.

ICELAND
y

COMET

Operation
Alphabet

Report of N.O.I.C. 21/5-2/6 (M.011172/1+0,
M. 011 366/1+0).
Intention to use Hvalfjodr as an advanced 
fuelling base for general fleet purposes and as 
a temporary anchorage for a striking force.

Patrol Report 8-19 June 191+0 (M. 012521/1+0) 
Special secret patrol.

Group I 
Norway.
(M. 011319 AO). 
5/6 embarked: 
and proceeded. 
Arrived Greenock 
10/6.

evacuation of troo] 
R. of P. 28.5.-10.*

>s from Northern 
». by V-A.Hill.

MONARCH OF BERMUDA 2265
GEORGIC' 2026
BATORY 2261
LANCASTRIA 2651
SOBIESKI 1762
FRANCONIA 2617
VINDICTIVE 306

13,888

Submarine H. 28 R. of P. 11+/6 - 21+/6/1+0. (M. 012989A O ) .

V. A. Battlo Oruioer Squadron War Diary 1 1 6/6/1+0 (T . S . D :—
----------------------------------------— -----------  ,
VIVACIOUS R. of P. 15/6-18/6/1+0 (M. 01221+0/1+0)

Unsuccessful E-boat attack.

N.Q.I.C. Tees-Hartlepool War Diary 1/6-11+/6/1+0. (T. S. D. 5162/1+0).



War Diaries, R. of P., Summaries etc. Received for June 19l+0« 

WILK Patrol Report 18/6-25/6/1+0 (M. 01 291+1/1+0).

N.O.I.C. Dundee War Diary 1/6-15/b/l+O. (T. S. D. 1+51 2/1+0).

P.0. Norwegian Military H.Q. Intelligence Request. 
(N.I.D. 021*85/1*0).

Operation XD

/

Party J (Havre, demolitions) Report (M.012210/1*0) 
Demolitions were carried out on 10/6.
Comdr. Chatwin and his party were in Havre for 
2 or 3 weeks. As result of orders given by 
French Admiral commanding no lock gates or 
caissons were destroyed.

SOUTHAMPTON R. of P. 2/6-15/6/1*0 (M. 01 2057/1+0). 
Operation Alphabet.
Embarkation of troops from Harstad. 
Sinking of VANDYCK, GLORIOUS.

GLEANER R. of P. 6/6-9/6 (M. 012197/1*0). 
Assistance to CARINTHIA & EROS.

N. C.S.O. Methil War Diary 1/6 - 16/6A0 (T.S.D. 1+763/1+0).
(Actually diary 16-30/6/1+0 wrongly marked on 

 ̂ outside).

Submarine H. 1+1+ Patrol Report 18/6-25/6/1*0. (M. 013072/1*0).



War Diaries, R. of P., Summaries etc, received for June, 192+0.

18th C.S. War Diary 1-15 June 192+0 (T.S.D. 2+2+37/2+0).

MANCHESTER, SHEFFIELD, BIRMINGHAM and 3 destroyers 
under operational control of C. in C., Nore. At 
Humber 3/6. The 3 destroyers (FURY, FORESIGHT, FORTUNE 
ordered to Harwich. No replacements available,
5/6 WALPOLE and GALLANT arrived Humber.
10/6. Cruisers left Humber for Rosyth, as presence in 
Humber now probably known to enemy.
NEWCASTLE covering convoys from Norway.
15/6. Command of 18th C.S. was transferred to V.A.
Sir G. B.F. Edward Collins K. C.V. 0. , C.B.

N.O.I.C. Blyth, War Diary 1-12+ June 192+0 (T.S.D. 2+337/2+0).

No interest.

NARWHAL - Patrol Report 9 - 1 8  June (M. 01 252+1+/I+0).

Laid mines 12/6 off Rovaer.

H. 32+. Patrol report for 8-15 June 192+0 (M. 01 2371/2+0).

No events.

Operation X. D. Party L. (Cherbourg Demolition R. of P. 13/6/2+0.
M.O. 12172+/2+0) .

Lack of Higher Military Command. 
Satisfactory work of younger R.E. officers.

/ N.O.I.C. Iceland R. of P. 2/6 - 15/6/2+0. M. 012206/2+0.

TRIAD Patrol Report 29/5 - 12/6/2+0. M. 011671/2+0.

Aircraft minelaying. Reports of 5 enemy minelaying operations
on 2/6, 3/6, 6/6, 7/6. (M. 011218/2+0).

DUNNOTTAR CASTLE War Diary 5-25 June 192+0 (M. 012562+/2+0).

Steamed 38,172+ miles from 6/2-25/6. In port 18 days.

v French M.T.Bs at Antibes, possible retention of, N. I.D. 2665/2+0.

SALMONSTURGEON
TRIDENT
Convoy HX 2+5
Submarine L.26
NARWHAL
SEAWOLF
SEVERN
TRUANT
ORZEL

TRITON

TAKU

Patrol Report 20/5 - 3/6/2+0 M. 011592/2+0.
Patrol Report 22/5 - 6/6/2+0 M. 011592+/2+0.
Patrol Report 18/5 - 3/6/2+0 M. 011597/2+0.
Report of Commodore. T.D.(C) 729/2+0, dated 8.6.2+ 0 
Patrol Report dated 1/6/2+0. M. 011213/2+0.
R. of P. on patrol 1/6 - 5/6. M. 011593/2+0.
Patrol Report 29/5 - 8/6. U. 011630/2+0.
Patrol Report 25/5 - 7/6 M. 011828/2+0.
Patrol Report 16/5 - 1/6 M. 010971/2+0.
Polish submarine. Information on last patrol 
and loss of. (V.A. S. No. 632/SM 116, 17/6/2+0). 

Patrol Report 19/5 - 2/6. M.011651/2+0.
Examination of Danish fishing vessel 2/6.
Bona fide fishermen.

Patrol Report 27.5. - 12.6.2+0 M.012015/2+0.
No incidents.



6 * 7

NOTE ON THE IMMOBILISATION OP PORTS.

The immobilisation of Ports consists of measures such

as sinking emergency blockships, observation mines, torpedo 

tubes, immobilising cranes, etc. Every port varies but in 

every port the closest liaison has to be maintained with 

Military authorities who are in some ports responsible for 

putting the scheme into operation.

does include steps which are the responsibility of different 

authorities. No attempt is made to review the position of 

beaches as this is an entirely military commitment.

Officers concerned to prepare schemes for immobilising ports 

between Aberdeen and Swanage. The schemes for these ports 

are well advanced and except for some ports where the blockships 

and the observation mines are not ready it may be said that if 

the order to immobilise is given the schemes will be fully 

carried out.

schemes for immobilisation of certain ports in Northern Ireland 

and these are proceeding satisfactorily.

In the middle of June also orders were given to prepare

schemes for ports from Swanage to Lands End. These schemes 

are also proceeding satisfactorily.

The following broad review of the situation therefore

At the end of May orders were issued to the Flag

In the middle of June orders were given to prepare

Finally at the end of June orders were given to prepare 

schemes for immobilisation for ports from Lands End to Holyhead.
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L I S T  OP  S H I P S  W H I C H  T O O K  P A R T

I N  O P E R A T I O N

“ D Y N A M O "

—voCU>—

PART I  

PART II  

PART III

Pages 1 to 7  

Page 8 

Page 9

SLAG OFFICER COMMANDING 
DOVER.

25th October, 1940.

- 
- 

' m<v • 
m
m 

’wr ■ ~ 
-r.-. 

<.



LIST OF SKIPS TOUCH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH MAY - 4TK JUNE, 1940

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS.

A# A# CRUISER* 
CALCUTTA

DESTROYERS.
ANTHONY INTREPID VENOMOUS

/ BASILISK 3VANH0E VERITY
OODRLNGTON JAGUAR VU'IY
ESK JAVELIN VIVACIOUS
EXPRESS / KEITH / WAKEFUL
GALLANT MACKAY WHITEHALL

/ GRAFTON MALCOIM 7/HITSHED
/ GRENADE MONTROSE WINCHELSEA
GREYHOUND SABRE WINDSOR
HARVESTER SALADIN WOLFHOUND

/ HAVANT SCIMITAR WOLSEY
ICARUS SHIKARI WORCESTER
IMPULSIVE VANQUISHER

SLOOP.
BIDEFORD

CORVETTES,
GUILLEMOT MALLARD SHELDRAKE
KINGFISHER SHEARWATER WIDGEON

GUNBOATS.
LOCUST / MOSQUITO

MINESWEEPERS.
ALBURY HEBE ROSS

/ BRIGHTON BELLE KELLETT SALAMANDER
BRIGHTON QUEEN LEDA SALTISH

/ DEVONIA LYDD SANDOWN
DUCHESS OF FIFE MARMION SHARPSHOOTER
DUNDALK MEDWAY QUEEN / SKIPJACK
EMPEROR OF INDIA NIGER SNAEFELL
FITZROY ORIOLE SPEEDWELL
GLENAVON PANGBOURNE SUTTON
GLENGOWER PUNLD.MON / WAVERLEY
GOSSAMER PORTSDOWN WESTWARD HO

/ GRACIE FIELDS PRINCESS ELIZABETH WHIPPINGHAM
HALCYON QUEEN OF TKANET

Sunk (Continued)



Par.e 2>

1ST OP SKIPS TOUCH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TII MAY - 4TH JUNE, 1940.

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS (continued)

MINESWEEPING CRAFT.
ALC5.IARIA JEANNIE MACINTOSH REED
ARLEY JOHN AND NORA RELONZO
BOTANIC JOHN CATTLING RENASCENT
BROCK LORD BARHAM RESTRIVO

/ GALVI / LORD CAVAN REWGA
CLYTHNESS LORD COLLINGWOOD RIG
CHICO (E.S.) LORD GREY SARAH HYDE

/ COMPORT LORD HOOD SARGASSO
CONIDAW LORD INCKCAPE SATURN
DORIENTA LORD KEITH SILVER DAWN
FEASIBLE LORD MELCHETT STARLIGHT RAYS

•; FIDGET LORD RODNEY STELLA RIG-EL
FISHER BOY LORD ST. VINCENT STRATHEILIOTT
FYLDEA MARE STRIVE
GENIUS MARETTA SWIFT WING
GULA / NAUTILUS TARAN3AY
GULZAR OLTVAE / THOMAS BARTLETT
INVERPORTH OUR BAIRNS THOMSONS
JACKETA OVERF/IIS THREE KINGS
JA.CKEVE / POLLY JOHNSON TWEENWAYS

UNICITY

A/S TRAWLERS.
/ ARGYLLSHIRE KINGSTON ;NDALUSITE SPURS
/ BLACKBURN ROVERS KINGSTON OLIVINE / STELLA DORADO

CAPE ARGONA LADY PHTLOMENA / THURINGIA
CAYTON WYKE OLVINA TOPAZE
GRIMSBY TOWN ST • ACHILLEU S / WESTELLA
KINGSTON ALALITE SAON WOLVES

THAMES SPECLAL SERVICE SHIPS.
/ CRESTED EAGLE GOLDEN EAGLE ROYAL EAGLE

M.A/S.B’s. M.T.B* s . ETC.
D.C. MOTOR-BOAT M. A/S. B. 10 M.T.B. 68

(ex "EXCELLENT") M.T.B. 16 H.L. 100
/i/S. B# 6 

M*.A/S* B# 7
M.T.B. 22 M.T.B. 102
M.T.B. 67 M.T.B. 107

DOVER PLu'J2>BURNTNG DRJ
/ BOY ROY GOLDEN GIFT / PAXTON

EILEEN EMMA GOLDEN SUNBEAM SHIPMATES
FORECAST LORD HOWARD THE BOYS
GERVAIS RENTOUL LORD HOWE TORBAY II
GIRL GLADYS MIDAS UT PROSIM

/ GIRL PAMELA NETSUKIS YORKSIilRE LASS 
YOUNG MUN

/ Sunk ( Continued)



r OP SKIPS WHICH TOOK PAiRT IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH M/.Y - 4TH JUNE, 1940

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS (continued)

PORTSMOUTH A/P YACHTS
NONETA
SERIOLA
THELE

AHOLA
ANLAH
ANKH
BOUttfr

CAARYANDA 
EILA II 
LAHLOO 
MASJYYRU

MISCELLANEOUS H.M. SHIPS (small craft)
A.L.C. 5 ^
A.L.C. 15 tZSCAiSr-
A.L.C. 16 
A.L.C.
ALOUETTE II ty££Yl

(Echo Sounding Yaoht) 
jL AiMULREE (Harbour Defence 

Patrol Craft)
ARONTA (Yacht)
BEN AND LUCY (Drifter)
BLUEBIRD (M*B.)
BYSTANDER

(Echo Sounding Yacht)
CALETA (Harbour Defence 

Patrol Craft)
CHHYSTOHEL II (Harbour

Defence Patrol Craft ) 
"DOLPHIN'S" MOTOR-BOAT 
EVELYN ROSE (Trawler) 
"EXCELLENT'S A/A MOTOR-BOAT 
GAVA (Trawler)
GLALA (Harbour Defence Patrol 

Craft)

GREY MIST (Dan-laying 
Vessel)

/ GRIVE (P.A.A. Yacht)
KINDRED ST/iR (Drifter)

/ KING ORRY (Ajaned Boarding 
Vessel)

LLANTHONY (Examination 
Service Vessel)

LOHMONT (Airmed Boarding 
Vessel)

MONARDA (Drifter)
MONA'S ISLE (Armed Boarding 

Vessel)
ST. OLAVES (Rescue Tug) 
TARRET (;/S Yacht)
THRIFTY (Drifter)
V. 4 ("Vernon'^'pinnace) 
VELLA (Aimed Trawler)
VERNON I
VIVIANA (VS Trawler)

DUTCH SKOOTS (Commissioned with Naval Crews)
PACIFIC
PASCHOLL
PATRIA
PRINCESS JULIANA
REIGER
RIKA
RDJA
SAN ANTONIO
SURSUM CORDA
TILLY
TINY
TUNG
TWENTE
VREDE
ZEUS

DOGGERSBANK
FREDANJA.
FRISCO
GORECHT
HEBE
HILDA
HONDSRUG
HORST (Abandoned)
JAVA
JUTLAND
KAAPFALGA
LENA
ORANJE
ORANGE YREESWUH

ABEL TASMAN
AvEGIR
ALICE
AMAiZONE
ANTJE
ATLANTIC
BAHT
BORNRIF
BRANDARIS
CARIBIA
DELTA
DEMOK I
DENEB
DESPATCH II

( Continued)



ST OF SHIPS WHICH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH MAY - ATH JUNE, 19AO

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS (continued)

PERSONNEL AND HOSPITAL SKIPS
ARCHANGEL MANXMAN
AUTOCARRIER / MONA' 6 QUEEN
BEN-MY-CREE NEWHAVEN
BIARRITZ NEPHRITE (Store Ship)
CANTERBURY NGARCMA

/ CLAN MACALISTER / NORMANIA
COTE D'ARGENT / PARIS (Hospital)

/ COTE D'AZUR PRAGUE
DINARD (Hospital) PRINCESS MAUD
DORIAN ROSE (Store Ship) / QUEEN OF THE CHANNEL

/ FENELLA ROEBUCK
FOAM QUEEN ROUEN
ISLE OF GUERNSEY (Hospital) ROYAL DAFFODIL
ISLE OF TKANET (Hospital) ROYAL SOVEREIGN
KILLARNEY ST. ANDREW (Hospital)
KING GEORGE V ST. DAVE) (Hospital)
LAD! OF MAN ST. HELIER
LEVENWOOD (Store Ship) ST. JULIAN
LOCH GARRY ST. SEERIOL

/ LORINA / SCOTIA
MAID OF ORLEANS TYNWALD
MALINES WORTHING (Hospital)
MANXMAID WKITSTABLE

OTHER BRITISH SHIPS
ADVENTURESS BONNY BELLE
AGNESS CROSS (Life-boat) BOURNEMOUTH LIFE-BOAT
ALBATROSS III B.P. ONE
ALOUETTE BRITANNIA
ANDORA BULLFINCH
ANDORA II (R.A.F. Launch) CABBY
ANNE IV CANVEY QUEEN
ATHOLA CAVERSHAM (M.B.)
AURA CHAMOIS (Lighter)
BAIL CHERFIELD
BAT (Lighter) 
REF. (Lighter;

/ CL/iUDE (vfeter Boat) 
COMMODORE

BELFAST 
BLACK ARROW 
BLACK JAVA 
BLACKPOOL
BOBELI (Motor Cruiser)

CONSTANT NYMPH
CORDELIA
CORNELIA

9 ) (Tugs) 
C. 11 )

BONNY HEATHER C.Y. 63 
DABB II 
DEFENDER 
DHOON (Trawler)

Sunk (Continued)



!T OP SHIPS WHICH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH MAY - 4TH JUNE, 1940

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS ( continued)

OTHER BRITISH SHIPS (continued)
DOGGER BANK 
DORIA (Tug)
DREADNOUGHT II 
DREADNOUGHT III 
DUCHESS OP YORK 
DWARP
D. 1 )
D. 4 )
D. 7 ) (Harbour
D» 9 ) Launches)
D.16 )
D.C. 715
D. G. 694 
D«G. 950
EASTBOURNE LIPE-BOAT 
EDWARD NISSEN 
EDWINA (Trawler)
ELIZABETH QUEEN
E. M.E.D. (Motor Life-boat) 
EMPRESS
EMPRISE (Harbour Launch)
ENDEAVOUR
ENTERPRISE (M.B.)
ERICA
ESKBURN
PAIR BREEZE (Drifter) 
FA.YLEY (Gosport Perry) 
PERRY KING (Gosport Ferry) 
FERVENT
FISKBOURNE (i.O.W. Ferry) 
FOREMOST 2 (Hopper Barge) 
FOREMOST 87 (Tug) 
FORMIDABLE 
PORSA

/ FOSSA (Tug)
FRIGHTENED LADY
F. W. 23 (Lighter)
GALLEON'S REACH (Hopper) 
GALZAR
GAY CRUSADER 
GLENWAY (Barge)
GLITTER II
GOLIATH
GOUKKA
GRACE DARLING 
GRAPPLER (Lighter)
GREATER LONDON LIFE-BOAT 
GONDIA (Tug)
H. 75
H A TG (W.D. Craft)
HALFWAY

HANDY BILLY 
HASTINGS LIFE-BOAT 
HOLLAND 
HOPPER 26 
HOUND (Lighter)
HYTHE (Coaster)
IOLANTHE
IOTE
IRMA MARIA (Pishing boat)
JABA
JACINTA (Traveler)
JAMES 67 (Hopper Barge)
JANIS
JOHANNA (Eel Boat)
JONG
JORDAN
KAYELL
KESTREL
KINGSGATE
KITCAT (M.B.)
K.L.
L'DY BRASSEY (Rescue Tug) 
LDY CABLE (M.B.)
L'DY SHEILA 
LDY SOUTHBOROUGH

(Hopper Barge) 
LANDANTA 
LANSDOWNE 
LAROC
LETITIA (Smack)
LITTLE ANN (M.B.)
LOTUS 
LOUISIANA 
MADAM SANSGENE 
MAID ERRANT 
MALDEN
MALDEN ANNIE IV 
MA JOIE 
MARASOLE 
MARGERITA
MARLBOROUGH (W.D. Craft) 
MARQUIS (Tug)

/ MARY ROSE
MARY SPEARING I
MARY SPEARING II
MASSEY SHAW (pire Float)
MAYSFEAR
MEANDER
MERMAIDEN (M.L.)
M.P.H. (Lighter)
MICHAEL STEVENS 
MINEKOI (Tug)

/ Sunk ( Continued)



ST OF SHIPS WHICH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH MAY - 4TH JUNE, 1940

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS (continued)

OTHER BRITISH SHIPS (continued)
MINORU II (M.B.)
MDT/OOD
MONARCH
MOTOR-BOAT 42
MOTOR-BOAT 27 B
MOTOR-BOAT (R.A.F.)
MOTOR-BOAT' 101 (R.A.F.)
MOTOR-BOAT 102 (R.A.F.)

£ MOTOR-BOAT 24-3 (R.A.F.) 
MOTOR-BOAT 270 (R.A.F.)
MOTOR-BOAT 275 
M.L. 8 (W.D. Craft) 
MURIOUS 
NANETTE (M.L.)
NELSON (M.B.)
NEMO IV
NEWHAVEN LIFE-BOAT 
NEW PRINCE OF WALES
No. 101 )(Hopper Barges) 
No. 102 )
OCEAN BREEZE
OFFERIA
OLIVIA
ORIENT LINE (M.B.) 
PAULETEER 
PEGGY IV 
PSLLAG II 
PERSIA (Tug)
PIGEON (W.D. Craft)
PIONEER
PRIMA (Tug)
PRINCE OF WALES 
PRINCESS FREDA 
PRINCESS LILY 
PUDGE 
QUEEN
QUEEN ALEXANDRA 
QUEEN BOADICEA II
QUEEN'S CHANNEL . (Hopper Barge;
QUEENSLAND
QUICKSILVER
QUI SI SANA (M.B.)
RAMSGATE LIFE-BOAT
RAPIDE
REDA (M.B.)
RELIANCE

RENOWN
RESOLUTE
RICAS
ROBERT CLIFF
ROSA WOOD AND PHYLLIS LUND 
ROWAN (Smack)
RYGATE II (Yacht)
ST. ABBS 
ST. CLEARS 
ST FAGAN 
ST OLAF 
SAlvBRA (M.B.)
SAVIOUR
SCENE SHIFTER
SCOTTISH CO-OPERATOR
SEA FALCON
SEA FOAM
SEAS ALTER
SEINE
SHAMROCK
SHEFFIELD (M. Barge) 
SILICIA (Coaster)
SILVA FOAM 
SILVER BREEZE 
SILVER QUEEN (M.B.) 
SINGAPORE
SYKLARK (Abandoned) 
SKYLARK I 
SKYLARK II 
SKYLARK VI 
SMALL VIKING 
SOUTHEND BRITANNIA
SPEEEWELL
SPRITE (Harbour Launch) 
SULTAN 
SUN IV 
SUN X 
SUN XI 
SWALLOW 
S.O. ONE 
TANGA (Tug)
THARK 
TENIAS 
THYFORSA 
THYRA
TONY
TRITON
TUG XV

/ Sunk (Continued)



Page ?.
LIST OP SHIPS WHICH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH MAY -4TH JUNE, 1%0.

PART I - BRITISH SHIPS (continued)

OTHER BRITISH SHIPS (continued) 

TWO RIVERS (M.B.) NEST COVE
37270 WESTGROVE
VANGUARD WHITE BEAR
VERA (M.B.) i fc=3 I / -- 'W •

VIEWFINDER WHITE WINGS (M.B.)
VIKING (Motor Barge) WOLFE (W.D. Craft)
VINCIA (Tug) WOOTTON (I.O.W. Ferry)
WALMER CASTLE W. 24 (Hopper Barge)
WALTON AND FRINTON X 95 5

LIFE-BOAT X 134 ) (Lighters)
WARRIOR X 209 )
WAVE QUEEN (M.B.) Y.C. 63)

Y.C. 71) (Lighters)WESSEX: (Lighter)
Y.C. 72)
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Page 8.

[JSr OP SKIPS WHICH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26TH MAT - 4TH JUNE, 1940

PART II - FOREIGN WARSHIPS

POLISH
3LYSKAWICA

PREITCH
AMIENS DILIGENTE MARCEAU
AMIRAL MOUCHEZ EPERVIER MISTRAL
ARRAS FLORE M.T.B. 24
BELFORT / FOUDROYANT SIMOUN
BOUCHER IMPETUEUSE / SIROCCO

£ BOURRASQUE INCQMPRISE T. 112
BRANLEBAS LEOPARD T. 113
CYCLONE T. 143

DUTCH
NETHERLAND MOTOR-BOAT M 74 

- - , , , _______________

/ Sunk
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Page 9. and final

p OP SHIPS Y/HICH TOOK PART IN OPERATION "DYNAMO" - 26th MAY - 4th JUNE, 1940.

PART III - FOREIGN SHIPS. OTHER THAN WARSHIPS.

ADEL DEVfULF
£ AMHLEVE (Belgian launch^

ANDRE LOUIS 
ANDRE MARCEL 
ANGELE 
ARRAS 
AUSA
A. 5 (Belgian patrol craft) 
A. 73
A.D. 389 
BARBARA AUGUSTE 
B2LGE
BERNAD.1TTE DE LISIEUX 
BESTA (Dutch)
BORDEAUX 
CAPORAL PUNGEST 
CHALUTIER
CHANTECLER (Dutch Eel Boat) 
CHASSE RAVE 
CHASSEUR 
CHASSEUR 7TH 
CHASSEUR MARRIE 
CODS CENADE 
COMMANDANT DELAGE 
COIETANT LEOPOLD 
COR JESU (Belgian Trawler 

0227)
CUL DE PRANCE 
DAME FRANCHE 
DEVINS PAPIN 
DRIFTER 145 (Belgian)

£ DUPERRE (French trawler) 
DUTCH DAEF3L '
DUTCH M.VcM.

£ EMILE DESCHAMPS 
EMILE LASTUS 
EMILE LOUISE

FRANSAH 
GAMBOUL 
GASTON RIVER 
GATIVOIS
GEORGES EDOUARD (Belgian 

Traveler 0. 8 6)
GILDA
GUIDO GAZELLE (Belgian 

Trawler 0. 225)

HDAYA
H. 5- (Belgian Trawler)
H. 75 (Belgian Trawler) 
INGENIEUR CACHIN 
JEAN 3ART 
JEAN RIBAULT 
JEUNE FRANCE
JONGE JAN (Belgian Trawler

0. 200)
LA CERE 
LOUISE MARIE 
LUCIEN GAIGY 
LUTTER 
MAMA ELENA

/ MARECHAL FOCH (Belgian Trawler
0. 274)

MEUSE (Belgian Launch)
MONIQUE
MOYA
M.2 (French Trawler) 
NOEMANVULE 
N 53 (Barge)
OLDER 0N3
0. 92 (Belgian Trawler)
0. 87 (Belgian Trawler)
0.318 (Belgian Trawler)
PATRTE (French Trawler)

/ PIERRE MARIE (French Drifter) 
PINETTE
PRESIDENT BUARS 
PUISSE MARIE 
REINE DE PLOTS 
6AMDHE (Bolgian Launch)
SAHZIK

/ -BEMOIS (Belgian Launclr)
SIDERE3 LOUISE 
SURCOUF DE GUESCLIN 
THERESE LOUISE 
V.P. 19 (French Barge) 
WATONPRISE

/ -¥GHR (Bolgian Launch).
Z. 25 (Belgian Trawler)
Z. 26 
Z. 2*0.

£ Sunk



Operation 11 Dynamo11_- Troops Withdrawn from Dunkirk

The following table shows the numbers of troops from Dunkirk landed 
in England up to the dates and times given. (W. I.R. 13/36)

Total withdrawn make up of :-

Date Time
Total

Withdrawn , British■ k. Allies

Pit Wounded | Pit • Wounded

May 26 (Order to withdraw, 1857/26)
11 27 0600 3,373 1

ft 28 2400 17,321 . 1

ft 29 1500 38,282 : 1
11 29 2400 55,603 |

1! 30 1200 71,696 1

11 30 2400 .134,809 i

tl 31 0700 145,544 1 124,643 9,230 11,666
tli 31

»
2400 194,241 162,241 i

10,000 22,000 t

June 1 1200 221,407 174,963 '• 12 ,0 13' ! 34,431
11 1 , 2400 256,038 ‘190,465| 1 12,642 | 52,931

t

1 „ 2 0600 266,700 ,197,876 12,850 j 55,179 795
11 2 2300 . 292,360 1209,564 ; 13,004 | 69,017 795
11 3 1200 305,078 211,137 13,004 79,806 1,129
It 3 2400 310,216 211,258 13,053 84,675 1,230
11} 4 lb-15 i335,490 211,265 13,053 109,942 ’ 1,230
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S E C R E T
REPORT ON SINKING OP H.M.S. GLORIOUS.

1. The instructions for the evacuation of Narvik, prepared 
by the Fiag Officer, Narvik (Earl of Cork), were approved by 
the Admiralty subject to the following remarks (A.T.1801/27 May)

(A) Programme must be deferred one day.

(B) Only three additional destroyers can be provided.

(C) No cruisers in addition to these you now have can be 
provided.

In the same telegram P.0. Narvik was informed that:

"In view of the small number of destroyers you will 
have, it will not be possible to provide destroyer escort 
for all troop transports in the normal way. It is left 
to your discretion whether the ships in first group of 
transports are sailed independently without escort or 
whether this group should remain at sea and join up with 
the troop transports of phase III."

2. The question of protecting the convoys from the attack of 
heavy ships was raised by the Commander-in-Chief in 1709/30 
who asked, with reference to A.T.1801/27, quoted in paragraph 1 
of this report, whether a battlecruiser might be required to 
provide cover. On 31st May, the Flag Officer, Narvik asked 
Commander-in-Chief for a covering force to escort Group I,
South (F.O. Narvik 1520/31). On 1st June, the Admiralty 
instructed Flag Officer, Narvik to signal estimated programme so 
that cover might be provided (a .T.0052/1). On 4th June, Flag
Officer, Narvik telegraphed to Commander-in-Chief and asked 
whether a covering force could be provided to meet Group I where 
he (the Commander-in-Chief) considered necessary (F.O. Narvik 
1150/4). On 5th June, the Commander-in-Chief replied that cove 
and SJS screen would be sent for Group I (Coramander-in-Chief 
1506/5 ). On'5th and 6th June, the Corrmander-in-Chief, 
signalled to Flag Officer Narvik and Admiralty arrangements fo 
the VALIANT to neet and escort Group I and subsequently Group ..i 
(Commander-in-Chief 1506/5 and 1807/6). The signals referred 
to in this paragraph are quoted in the Appendix.

f
3. The first group of transports, consisting of six large 
ships carrying about 14,000 troops, sailed from Rendezvous B 
(see Charts) 0300 on 7 June. It was escorted by the repair 
ship VINDICTIVE carrying 1,000 troops and mounting six m o d e m  
anti-aircraft guns.
4. The second group, consisting of seven ships, sailed about 
48 hours later from Rendezvous A escorted by the cruisers 
COVENTRY and SOUTHAMPTON and six destroyers. Rear Admiral 
Vivian was in command of this group, but the Earl of Cork was 
present in the SOUTHAMPTON.
5. The third group, consisting of eight ships carrying store^ 
and escorted by two destroyers (Senior Officer in H.M.S. ARROW), 
one sloop and several trawlers, left at 2200 on 7 June. Owin' 
to the slow speed of this group, it was soon overtaken and 
passed by Group II. A fourth group consisting of some store 
ships, probably including the WAR PIONEER and a few trawlers 
left Tromso on the evening of 7 June.

6. The ARK ROYAL and GLORIOUS had been sent from Scapa Flow 
to Narvik on 31 May, the former to provide fighter protection

during/



-ring the embarkations and the latter to evacuate the 
itvA.P. Gladiator and Hurricane planes which were flown 
from the shore on to her landing deck during the 7th 
and 8th of June. The Vice Admiral Aircraft Carriers 
detached the GLORIOUS, accompanied by the destroyers 
ARDENT and ACASTA, to Scapa at 0300 on 8 June and at the 
same time informed the Commander-in-Chief and Admiralty 
that he had done so, giving her speed and route.
(V,A.(a ) 0303/8). Her approximate track is shown on 
Chart I. *

7. The fact that the GLORIOUS was sailed independently 
may have been due to her being shoft of fuel; for on
3 June, the V.A.(a ) detached her to the N.W. "to conserve 
fuel until required for embarking shore-based aircraft".
In any case, this procedure does not seem to have been 
considered unusual; for the ARK ROYAL, GLORIOUS and 
FURIOUS had during May crossed and recrossed the North 
Sea, singly or together, escorted only be destroyers.

8. It may be noted that the V.A.(A),took every possible 
precaution against surface attack, for, besides providing 
fighter protection during the embarkations, he carried 
out reconnaissance flights to the south and west "whilst 
the probability of surprise attack existed" (V.A.(A)’s 
Letter of Proceedings). After the embarkation had been 
completed, H.M.S. ARK ROYAL steamed to the westward 
preparatory to joining Group II. From 0405 onwards 
during 9 June, she despatched aircraft to search for 
possible enemy surface craft "in the most probable 
direction of their approach to the convoy".

9. Besides the GLORIOUS and the four groups of transports 
and storeships, proceeding independently to the United 
Kingdom, the cruiser DEVONSHIRE sailed alone from Tromso
on the evening, oif 7 June with the King of Norway and other 
important passengers. Flag Officer, Narvik detached the 
VETERAN and VANOC to escort her the next day, but they 
failed to join her owing to shortage of fuel.

10. At the time of the evacuation, there were four ships
in Northern Waters, the RODNEY, VALIANT, REPULSE and RENOWN, 
capable of protecting the convoys from the GNEISNAU and 
SCHARNHORST. The VALIANT escorted Group I for one third 
of the distance across the North Sea and Group II about 
one half. She left Scapa with four destroyers at 2130 on 
6 June and joined Group I about 270 miles to the northward 
of the Shetlands at 0025 on 8 June. After escorting it 
to the southward of the Faeroes, she turned about and 
proceeded to a position about 400 miles to the northward 
of the Shetlands where she joined Group II at 2250 on 
9 June and escorted it to the vicinity of Scapa.

11. In the meantime on 5 June, the Fleet Auxiliary
PRUNELLA had reported sighting "two unknown vessels" in 
Lat.64°40'N. 0°-10‘E. steering to the westward at 20 knots.
The Commander-in-Chief thereupon ordered the RENOWN, REPULSE 
NEWCASTLE, SUSSEX and five destroyers to proceed from Scapa

: to/

x All positions and tracks shown on the attached 
charts are approximate as they are only.based cn 
data given in Letters of Proceedings and signals 
recorded in Admiralty. ,J ■ '-*7 • '



to intercept these vessels. Next morning the 
PRUNELLA modified her report "by saying that the two strange 
vessels were very difficult to identify, hull-down, "but 
were probably merchant ships. On 7 June, the squadron was 
ordered to Icelandic waters by the Commander-in-Chief to 
investigate a rumour that German troops had landed in Iceland,
At 0126 on 8 June, the RENOWN and two destroyers were ordered 
back to Scapa Flow by the Admiralty in order to have "two 
capital ships available to proceed South in case of invasion". 
The remainder of the squadron was to "continue present 
operations".

12. At 0901 on 9 June, the VALIANT, whilst returning North 
to meet Group II, sighted the hospital ship ATLANTIS, which 
reported that she had seen an enemy battleship and two 
destroyers with a seaplane, at 0900 on 8 June. firing at a two 
flannelled transport. This was the first intimation of the 
German attack on any ship. The transport in question was 
presumably the GRAMA, which owing to shortage of fuel was 
proceeding independently to the United Kingdom, and like the 
GLORIOUS was steaming between Groups I and II.

13. In view of the report from the ATLANTIS, the Communder-in- 
Chief ordered the REPULSE, NEWCASTLE and SUSSEX to proceed to 
meet Group II; and he himself sailed with the RODNEY, RENOWN 
and six destroyers to act as a covering force for the convoys,

14. For information concerning the actual sinking of the 
GLORIOUS, we are dependent on the recollections of survivors, a 
signal intercepted by the DEVONSHIRE, which passed about 100 
miles from the scene of the action, and a German wireless 
bulletin. Reference to Chart I also shows that bodies were 
sighted in certain positions by the SOUTHAMPTON, the MARITA and 
BORGUND (Norwegian merchant ships), and a Norwegian patrol 
vessel. GLORIOUS was proceeding at 16 knots with a destroyer 
on either bow but no air reconnaissance was carried out.

15. At about 1600 on 8 June, two enemy ships were sighted to 
the north-westward about 10 miles away. Their identity is 
uncertain. They were probably either a battle cruiser of the 
SCHARNHORST class and a 6 - inch gun cruiser or an 8 - inch and 
a 6 -- inch gun cruiser. A few minutes later, the GLORIOUS 
turned away to port and made an enemy report signal timed 1615, 
which no ship appears to have received. The DEVONSHIRE, however. 
intercepted a second signal timed 1640. It was very corrupt and 
was reported as 2 P.B. (pocket battleships) but was thought to 
be really 2 F.B. (Flying Boats) which was a very common report 
in Norwegian Waters. The signal was not passed at the time as 
it was not thought to te important and it was necessary to avoid 
disclosing DEVONSHIRE's position.

16. A running action ensued, in which the three British ships 
were sunk by about 1800. The ACASTa  made a torpedo attack 
before foundering* Several hundred men got away from the 
GLORIOUS and ACASTA; but nothing more was seen of the ARDENT 
after she disappeared to windward of her smoke screen. Next 
day, some of the survivors sighted warships and aircraft which 
must have belonged to the escort accompanying Group II* Two 
days later, during the night of 10/11 June, the BORGUND picked 
up 38 officers and men and took them to the Faeroes.

17. In addition to the GLORIOUS, ACASTA, and ARDENT, the 
transports ORAMA, the oiler WAR PIONEER, and the trawler JUNIPER 
were sunk, also the A.M.C. VANDYCK which it is believed was 
sunk a day or two later by a submarine. The German bulletin 
said that naval forces including GNEISENAU and SCHARNHORST were 
operating in support of their Narvik forces. One Squadron is

reported/



s o r t e d  to  have sunk th e  GLORIOUS and one d e s t r o y e r .
, n o t  h e r  sa n k  th e  0RAF1A, WAR PIONEER and " a ’modern U Boat 
e r a s e r ’'. In a d d it io n  i t  was s t a t e d  t h a t  s e v e r a l  hundred  
p r is o n e r s  w ere ta k e n . The p r o c e e d in g s  o f  th e  YANDYCK 
a r e  o b s c u r e . She f a i l e d  t o  j o in  Group I I  a t  th e  
r e n d e z v o u s, and a p p ea rs t o  have r e tu r n e d  to w a rd s th e  
N orw egian C o a s t.

1 8 .  No in fo r m a tio n  i s  a v a i l a b l e  a s  t o  th e  r o u te  
f o l lo w e d  by th e  German r a id e r s ;  b u t th e y  e v id e n t ly  
r e tu r n e d  t o  T rondheim , th e  o n ly  German d e fe n d e d  b a s e  in  
t h a t  a r e a ,  and a b o u t 3 5 0  m ile s  from  th e  sc e n e  o f  th e  a t t a c k  
on GLORIOUS. When th e  C o a s ta l  Command r e c o n n o it r e d  t h a t  
p o r t  on th e  m orning o f  1 0  J u n e, ■ *; r e p o r t  >d Cnu b a t t l e  
c r u i s e r  two 8  in c h  gun c r u i s e r s  and p o s s i b l y  a p o c k e t  
b a t t l e s h i p .  A ls o  f o l lo w in g  th e  ATLANTIS’S r e p o r t , V ic e  
A d m iral Subm arines o r d e r e d  H.M.S. CLYDE t o  le a v e  her  
s t a t i o n  o f f  S t a d t la n d e t  and move N o rth  to  p a t r o l  o f f  
T rondheim . On th e  a f t e r n o o n  o f  10  J u n e, sh e  r e p o r te d  
s i g h t i n g  a "S ch eer"  b a t t l e s h i p  and a " H ip p er” c l a s s  
c r u i s e r  s te a m in g  to  th e  n o r th - w e stw a r d .

H i s t o r i c a l  S e c t io n .
3 Novem ber, 1 9 4 0 .



A P P E N D I X

SIGNALS BEARING CN PROVISION 0? COVFI FOR CONVOYS.

1. Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, to Admiralty.
Your 1801, 27th May. Alphabet. Presume you will 

keep me informed of Flag Officer, Narvik’s plan, particularly 
as regards paragraph 6 , and also whether battle cruiser may 
be reouired to provide cover. 1709/30 May.

2. Flag Officer, Narvik, to Commander-in-Chief, Rome Fleet- Repeated Admiralty.
First group of transports will be using Rendezvous 3r 

vide Commander-in-Chief, Rosyth, 121+9, 29th May.
Rendezvous A will be used by second group. Ships not 

loading will have instructions to pass through their rendezvous 
at 0300 and 1500 daily, 2nd to 7th June. Much appreciate if 
some covering protection could be given. It is hoped that Group 
I will be loaded and at Rendezvous B, ready to sail at 0300 on 
6th June, if covering force could escort them South. Otherwise 
Group I will be delayed to sail at same time as Group lx, iorty-
eight hours later, under escort of Narvik force.1520/^1 May*

S Admiralty to Flag Officer, Narvik - Repeated Commander-in- p. Auii-xux j a Chief, Home Fleet.

Request you will in due course signal estimated 
programme for Alphabet in order that cover may be provided.

Also your intentions as regards 
1801 of 27th May, paragraph 6 .

Admiralty Message 
0052/1 June.

k Flag Officer, Narvik, to Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet
4 . a u _ Repeated Admiralty.

with reference to my 1520, 31st May, and Admiralty
m essage 1 7 1 1* 3 r d  June (n o t  to  y o u ) ,  r e q u ir in g  r a p id  d isera ta rk -
atiorSClyde to enable subsequent troop convoy from another ation cxy - lt with it would seem advantageous to sail
t h e a t r e  to  J ^ n i t l d  K im d im  as so o n  a s r e a d y , p r o b a b ly  0 3 0 0  

7 th UJune ln  ch arge o f  VINDICTIVE, b u t w ith o u t A/S s c r e e n .
A i f L p i i n r r  f o r c e  he p r o v id e d  and con voy m et where you  
c o n s i d e ^ n e c e s s a r y ? 6 ^destroyers in  a r e a  r e q u ir e d  for r a p i i  

em b ark ation  l a s t  f l i g h t .  1 1 5 0 /U  June.

/5. commander-in-ohief,



Commander-in-Chief, Home Fleet, to Flag Officer, Narvik
- Repeated Admiralty.

Your 1 1 5 0  Ju n e, Cover and A/S escort will be sent 
to meet Group I, Request convoy may be ro u te d  through positions 
066° N. 001° w. and th e n c e  to O6 3 0 n . 00#j.'° w, R e q u est speed of 
advance may be included in departure signal.

1 5 0 6 / 5  June.

6. Commander-in-Ghief, Home Fleet, to Flag Officer,
Narvik - Repeated Admiralty.

My 1 5 0 5  5 t h  June /S h o u ld  be 1 5 0 6 /  H.M .S. VALIANT s  
2 1 0 0  T h ursday 6 t h  June w ith  o r d e r s  to  mee-TGroup I and g iv e  
c l o s e  su p p o r t down to  l a t i t u d e  6 l  N orth  and th e n  t o  r e t u r n  to  
m eet Group I I .  A/S e s c o r t  o f  f i v e  d e s t r o y e r s  will b e sent to  
ren d e zv o u s w ith  Group I in  p o s i t i o n  o6 3 ° n . 00h °w . t o  e s c o r t  
them t o  C ly d e . H.M .S. VALIANT' h a s b een  in fo rm ed  b o th  gro u p s  
w i l l  be r o u te d  as in  my 1 5 0 5  5 t h  Ju n e.

1 8 0 7 / 6  J u n e .

a i l s

!




