
1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-

HJME COMMANDS 
(Class ifiGation 
by subjects)

policy
Defence of United Kingdom
Movements
Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East Indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e.g. when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences:-

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(1 September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positrons of convoys and composition
• of escorts, positions of independent ships and

H.M. ships: from Combined !glot (1 March 1941).
(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to

Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) pally operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
K.M.P.2. Convoy K.M.F. 2 (17 ships) sailed from Greenock

at 2333A today.

At 0100 today the destroyer BROCKLESBY sighted 
and engaged 3 enemy merchant ships escorted by 
2 T.Bs and 1 Trawler about 13 miles 'West of 
Sept lies and continued to attack intermittently 
at a mean range of 3000 yards until 0i+30, when 
she was ordered to return to Plymouth. Many 
hits were observed on both merchant ships and 
escorts and one enemy vessel is believed to have 
been set on fire. No casualties were sustained 
by BROCKLESBY.

KRAKOWIAK from Plymouth and TYNEDALE with k  
M.T.Bs from Dartmouth proceeded this evening to 
intercept a convoy which was expected to proceed 
eastward from Morlaix. The destroyers sighted 
south of Roches Douvres and engaged at 2320 the 
convoy which consisted of 2 merchant ships with 
k escort vessels. After scoring hits on the 
enemy ships, one of which appeared to catch fire 
internally the destroyers disengaged and the 
M.T.Bs attacked with torpedoes, but no definite 
results were seen. KRAXOWIAK suffered minor 
damage and 2 casualties and TYNEDALE slight 
superficial damage. There were no other 
casualties or damage to our ships.

A report graded B.2 states that a pocket 
battleship or heavy cruiser passed through 
Sortland Sund (68° 35' N. 15 13’ E.) northbound
at 1100A/28. The Admiralty consider the report 
probably refers to HIPPER which was last located 
in Ofot Fiord on 21st October and that her 
destination is probably Alten Fiord (70° 0’ N.
23° 10' E.) On 2nd November the Admiralty 
asked S.B.N.0. North Russia to arrange periodic 
photographic R/C of Alten Fiord, to locate 
German main units still thought to be in North 
Norway.

S.N. 3F* R.A.(M) reported Operation S.N. 3F completed
at 1530 today.

North Atlantic.

ir

SCYLLA and OPPORTUNE arrived at Gibraltar at 
0930A today.
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South Atlantic.
A report on the sinking of the U.S. STEPHEN 
HOPKINS on 27th September has now been received. 
It is stated that the ship was attacked in 28°
8' S. 11° 59’ E. (another report gives longitude 
20° 1’ W.) by two raiders, the larger of which 
appeared to be armed only with machine guns and 
the smaller with four 6 inch guns. The STEPHEN 
HOPKINS left the smaller raider in flames from 
her gunfire and it is believed the ship sank; 
the larger raider is believed to have been 
damaged: survivors landed from ship's boats
at Barra do Itabapoana (Brazil) on 27th October.

Brazilian SS. CUYABA made S O S  today in 16° 
13* N. 22° 22' W. (20 miles east of Boa Vista, 
Cape Verde Is.) A Portuguese sloop is 
proceeding to her assistance.

SS. MENDOZA reported that she was torpedoed at 
1333 G.M.T. today in 29° 20’ S. 32° 13' E. (about 
80 miles E.N.E. of Durban). The ship apparently 
sank.

SS. EMPIRE GUIDON, New York for Durban and 
Alexandria, was torpedoed this morning in 
30° S. 33° E. (about 120 miles east of Durban) 
and reported she was making for the coast.

ASTURIAS commenced a blockade runner patrol 
this evening to northward of Ascension Island. 
(For U.S. patrols see 27th October.)

SS. GEORGE THATCHER was torpedoed and set on 
fire in 2° 20' S. 8° 1 6 ’ E. (about 210 miles 
N.W. of Pointe Noire) at 1800 today. *■ SPEDDEN 
and*BARWICK were ordered to go to her assistance 
and tow her in if practicable.

(
Mediterranean.
Torpedo Wellingtons attacked a convoy of 2 small 
merchant vessels attempting to enter Tobruk 
early this morning and sank one; Beauforts 

, sank the other at dawn.
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East Indies.
Force Q was disbanded today.

America and West Indies.
S.O.(I) Jamaica reports that the Master and 37 
of the crew of the Norwegian M.V. PRIMERO were 
landed at Trinidad yesterday. The time of 
sinking is given as 1340 G.M.T./25th October 
and position 13° 8 ’ (or 38’) N. 53° 55’ W.

Australia and New Zealand.
About 2300Z today six Fortresses attacked a 
light cruiser or large destroyer and two 
transports in 7° 20’ S. 148° 40’ E., apparently 
attempting to land reinforcements in New Guinea. 
One transport is believed to have been damaged 
by a near miss. Nine Zeros intercepted, and 4 
or 3 were destroyed. Ten B.23s and 8 Fortresses 
made two attacks later, hitting one transport 
and possibly damaging the second by near misses. 
The convoy was unsuccessful in landing.

Nine Catalinas and 12 B.17s attacked shipping 
in the Buin Faisi area early this morning and 
report a direct hit on a transport, and other 
possible hits and near misses.

Seven B.25s attacked Lae aerodrome early this 
morning and started fires in the dump area.
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Policy.
Southend Unless unforeseen difficulties arise the combined
C.C.O. operation base Southend for approx, the first
Base. half of total number will be ready for commission

17th Nov.
Owing to delay in requisitioning it will not be 

possible to adhere to original date for completion of whole 
scheme which will now possibly not be before 3rd week in December. 
(N.O.I.C. Southend 1256A/1 to C. in C. Nore.)

L.C.T. Following received from Comamphoreu.
Mark 5. Request L.C.T. convoy speeds be reduced to seven

in lieu of ten knots and engine speeds not to 
exceed 1600 R.P.M. Also request all ferry 

personnel be informed L.C.T. arriving from U.S. are for British 
account, to be operated, maintained and repaired by British. 
Opinion prevails craft are for U.S. only temporarily being 
ferried and maintained by the British. 1516/31. Ends.
2. Request this information which refers to L.C.T. Mark 5 may be 
promulgated as necessary.
{C.C.O. 1453A/1 to Admty.)

Disembarkation Cancel my 1503/7th April.
of Alien (D.T.D. 1535A/1 toN.C.S.O. Aultbea.)
Civilians.

LILLY OF Danish Motor Fishing-Vessel LILLY OF LEMVIG 20 tons
LEMVIG. gross 10 tons nett 60 H.P., crew 4 Danes,

surrendered voluntarily to examination vessel at 
H L/F 1100 today. Left Esbjerg 21st Oct. for 

fishing grounds vicinity Dogger Bank, became separated from her 
consorts, and decided to make for Humber. Vessel has been 
delivered to Admty. Prize Marshal Grimsby and arrangements for 
sale of fish-cargo made. Crew being sent Central Reception Depot 
London by Security Control a.m. tomorrow. No papers of interest. 
(F.O. Humber 1815/1.)

ITCHEN. When ready for sea ITCHEN should be sailed to
Tobermory to work up.
When worked up C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail 
her for temporary loan to R.C.N. as convenient in 
accordance with A.M. 1028/14th Oct.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1858A/1.)

C. in C. Portsmouth’s 1327A/29. LOCUST will be 
administered by S.N.O. Force J as from 1st. Nov. 
(S.N.O. Force J 2141/1.)

Your 0042A/31. Portuguese ship GIL EANTSS 
intercepted in 044° 00’ N 023° 30* W at 2100Z/lst. 
Only person of similar name on board Chief 

Wireless Operator Gastao Crowford de Freitas Ferraz who was 
removed. Armed guard of one officer and 7 ratings placed on 
board. Vessel left St. Johns N.F. on 26th bound Oporto, Portugal. 
Master agreed not to arrive before 9th.
(ORIBI 2355Z/1 to C. in C. W.A.)

LOCUST.

GIL EANES.
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Movements.
P.223. My 1714/31. Add new para. (K). P.223 escorted

by NORTHERN WAVE leaves Liverpool 1200/1, E.T.A. 
Clyde 0930/2.
(F.O.S. 0924A/1. )

SKEENA. Your 1001/31. Fuel has been ordered for you at
Ponta Delgada. After fuelling proceed best speed 
subject to weather to St. Johns N.F.
(C. in C. W.A. 0930Z/1 to SKEENA.)

SKEENA will arrive Ponta Delgada about 3rd Nov.
(C. in C. W.A. 1023A/1 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada.)
Cancel my 1023/1.
(C. in C. W.A. 2323A/1 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada.)

TIGRIS. F.O.S. 1248/31. If TIGRIS is ready intend sail
her escorted by^PENYLAN to arrive E.A.5 Buoy 
0800/7.

C. in C. Portsmouth is requested to arrange onward passage in 
accordance with F.O.S. 1248/31.
(C. in C. Nore 1028A/1.) .

/v.r.rv. w  fcR.A.M. 1014/31 and my 1400/30. w v »*. W  
Intend to sail AJAX for Scapa a.m. 8th, pass 25 
Buoy daylight 9th.
2. Escort from this Command MONTROSE and one Hunt 
Class destroyer of which MONTROSE is available to 
continue to Hoxa Gate if required, 

is requested to sail AGAMEMNON and MENESTHEUS 
escorted by VESPER to pass Flamborough Head at 0100/10. Hunt 
Class destroyer escorting AJAX will transfer to AGAMEMNON and

AJAX
MONTROSE
AGAMEMNON
MENESTHEUS

3. A.C.O.S.

MENESTHEUS when met a.m. 9th.
4. If a second escort for AJAX is considered necessary after 
Hunt Class destroyer transfer request she may R/V with AJAX off 
Aberdeen.
5. Cancel para 2 of my 1400/30.
(C. in C. Nore 1002A/1.)

FORESTER
MUSKETEER

FORESTER proceed passing Switha 1900 tomorrow 
to Hvalfiord routed through 058° 52’ N 006° 59' W 
thence through Reykjanes Passage.
C.S.l is requested to sail MUSKETEER for Scapa on 
arrival FORESTER.
(R.A.D. 1143A/1.)

Intend sailing*LA CAPRICIEUSE escorting TROOPER, 
P.312, P.216 from 055° 08’ 005° 30' at 1600A/3 
via searched channel and Minches to Port HHZ, 
E.T.A. 1400A/4. * /
2. Thence LA CAPRICIEUSE, P.312, P.216 west of 

Orkneys to Lerwick, E.T.A. 0800A/5. Speed throughout 11 knots. 
(Capt. S.3. 1151A/1. ) L m-— i 3 A— —  />■

TROOPER
P.312
P.216

/North.. •
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Movements - Contd.
North Disposition of operational units in North Atlantic.
Atlantic Area Iceland (0) BERWICK, LONDON, one destroyer,
dispositions. Area Scapa; ANSON, KING GEORGE V, SUFFOLK, 

seven destroyers.
Operational area: RODNEY, FURIOUS, BERMUDA,

CHARYBDIS, three destroyers.
On passage to Operational area: DUKE OF YORK, NELSON, RENOWN,
FORMIDABLE, VICTORIOUS, ARGUS, ARGONAUT, CUMBERLAND, NORFOLK, 
SHEFFIELD, DELHI, JAMAICA, SCYLLA, AVENGER, BITER, DASHER, 
fourteen destroyers.
(D.O.D. H. 1224A/1 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

1.11.1942.
Sunday.

M/S.15. Seidisfiord departures at 0815/1 for Hvalfiord.
M/S.15, FRASERBURGH, LYME REGIS, BEAUMARIS, 
WORTHING, LLANDUDNO, BOOTLE and ARDR03SAN. 
(A.C.I.C. 1307A/1.)

AMARAPOORA. My 2337A/24. Hospital ship AMARAPOORA should be 
sailed for Gibraltar for orders on 3rd Nov. to 
arrive on 10th.
(D.S.T. 1647A/1 to A.C.O.S.)

p.339. My 1539/30. Sailed P.339 and P.49 escorted by
P.49. JAN VAN GELDER.

(N.O.I.C. Barrow 1715A/1 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

L.23. Sailed*LA CAPRICIEUSE and H.M.S. L.23 in accordance
with Capt. S. 3. 1031A/30.
(TITANIA 1732A/1. ) * J^f< •

TRIBUNE. My 1545A/29 and 1431A/29. Cancel para (3) of my
. 1431A/29.

' i You are to proceed through (A) 49.36 08.50 at
1900A/2. (B) 49.00 12.10 at 0700A/3. (C) 46.01
12.10 at 1900A/4. (D) 43.01 12.10, E.T.A. 2100A/5.
(Capt. S.3. 1743A/1 to TRIBUNE.)

Operations.
Patrols. Cancel my 1436A/31 and ray 2237A/31. WALPOLE

return to Harwich on completion patrol. WHITSHED 
is to carry out patrol one today.
(Capt. D.16 0014A/1.)

My 1101A/31. "Pugdog" returned 0440/1 owing to weather.
( n T P Pnr»tl orirj 0/144-/ 1 m. ̂
Patrols tonight. A. CAMPBELL. B. GARTH. 1. WHITSHED.

2. * SOUTHDOWN. 3. HOLDERNESS. 4. PYTCHLEY. 5. GUILLEMOT.
6. MALLARD. #■ -

(C. in C. Nore 0930A/1.)
1. Intend to sail M.Ls 246 (S.O.) and 303 to patrol on 

latitude 50° 20' N between longitude lb 35’ W and 2 10' W 
tonight, leaving Weymouth at 1930 and patrol line at dawn. 
Codeword "Pugdog"

(F.O.I.C. Portland 1036A/1.)

/Patrol..•
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Operations.
Patrol tonight M.T.Bs 55 (S.O.) 54, 56, 49 in 
vicinity 50° 15' N 0° 20* W passing E.A.5 Buoy 
1830 and 0730. Force is to return to St. Helens 
Roads if weather unsuitable. Codeword "Advent".

2. Chasseurs on patrol near E.A.5 Buoy. Portland patrol 2 M.Ls 
on latitude 50° 20' N between 1° 35' W and 2° 10' W.
FEENIE at Yarmouth standing by.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1146A/1 to HORNET.)
Sheerness departure*SOUTHDOWN at 1327 for patrol, thence 

to Harwich.
(C. in C. Nore 1418A/1. ) { * + + + + + * .* .  /*■
M.L. patrol tonight.

2. Forces en?>loyed M.Ls 491 (S.O.) and 153.
3. Patrols, 5 miles 065° and 245° from 110° Start 22 miles.
4. Object, to intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. Own. 2 destroyers and 4 M.T.Bs sail Dartmouth 
to southward at 1630/1 returning so as to be within 20 miles of 
Start Point by daylight. Enemy E-Boats may operate from Cherbourg 
or Guernsey.
6. Execution, proceed at 1715 today to patrol-line at daylight 
2nd and return to Dartmouth. Codeword "Cloak 6".

(C. in C. Plymouth 1544A/1.)
M.Ls 202 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and North East Spit Buoys, E.T.D. 1825, E.T.R. 0735/2.
M.Ls 139 and 137 near 'C' One Buoy.

(V.A. Dover 1654A/1.)
Coastal force patrols tonight Sunday.

(1) 4 M.G.Bs (S) vicinity 53° 23' N 2° 00' E.
(2) M.G.Bs 313, 321, 327 at Z 30.
(3) M.G.Bs 334, 325 at Z 27.
M.G.Bs in (2) and (3) will cross patrol 1, vicinity 57 C buoy at 
approx. 1900.
(4) M.G.Bs 610, 603, 607 vicinity 53° 12' N 2 °  15' E.
These M.G.Bs will cross patrol 2, vicinity 54 D Buoy at approx. 
1815.
(5) M.G.Bs 79, 80, 81 vicinity 52° N 3° E returning to Z 10 at 
2300.
(6) M.G.Bs 58, 60, 64, 65 vicinity 52° 05' N 3° E, returning 
to Z 7 at 2300.
(7) M.Ls 146, 152 patrol H U with trawler.

(C. in C. Nore 1723A/1.)
My 1036A/1. "Pugdog" sailed 1945A/1.
(F.O.I.C. Portland 1947A/1.)

Patrols
Contd.

3 small merchant vessels bearing 240° distant 
miles, course 070°. My position 282° X X 13. 
(BROCKLESBY 0100/1.)
My 0100. 4 small merchant vessels.
(BROCKLESBY 0102/1.)
Have been engaged with enemy.

(BROCKLESBY 0123/1.)
One ship on fire.
(BROCKLESBY 0126/1.)
Enemy lost in fog.
(BROCKLESBY 0136/1.)
2 more hits obtained.
(BROCKLESBY 0221/1.)
My 0100. 6 hits observed.
(BROCKLESBY 0226/1.)

Attack on 
enemy 
convoy by 
BROCKLESBY.

Am engaging enemy.
(BROCKLESBY 0307/1.) /Enemy..•

4
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Operations.-,*. ̂.7?- „
Enemy course and speed are 080° 6 knots. 
(BROCKLESBY 0308/1.)
3 M/Ships, 2 torpedo Boats, 1 trawler, course 077° 
6 knots. Visibility perfect for air attack.
Sea calm. Enemy’s position 260° XX 9 miles at 
0322.
(BROCKLESBY 0339A/1 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

Return now to Plymouth at high speed.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0421A/1 to BROCKLESBY.)
Have lost touch with enemy. Believed proceeding Begleguer. 

My position now 49° 58’ N 3° 50' W.
(BROCKLESBY 0445A/1.)
At 0530 check and repeat enemy position given in your 0339. 

Also signal your E.T.A. Plymouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0501A/1 to BROCKLESBY.)
Expect escort of 2 aircraft Spitfires at first light.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0511A/1 to BROCKLESBY.)
My 1801/31.

(ii) At 1915/31 BROCKLESBY with S Gunboat 8 and M.T.Boats*240,
*-235 and*231 proceeded from Dart Buoy. * ofc H  *
At 2045 M. T.Boats turned back on account of weather and *2211 S 
Gunboat 8 was ordered to Portland for same reason. BROCKLESBY 
thence proceeding alone to vicinity of Sept lies.
(iii) At 0100/1 BROCKLESBY in position 282° Sept lies 13 sighted 
3 merchant ships, 2 M Class or torpedo boats, and one trawler 
bearing 240° 4 miles and steering 70°. These were engaged at 
0108, and one vessel may have been set on fire.
(iv) BROCKLESBY closed and engaged merchant ship at 3,000 yds. 
scoring hits. Enemy's fire was confused, but smoke screen by 
enemy and fog caused interference.
(v) BROCKLESBY continued intermittent attacks on convoy and 
escorts at mean range of 3,000 yds. until 0430/1 and states many 
hits observed on both escorts and merchant ships. Enemy believed 
to have taken shelter in Morlaix. BROCKLESBY states one small 
vessel like a Dutch Schoot seen abandoned and sinking at about 
0430 off Triagoz Bank.
(vi) 2 Hampden torpedo aircraft from Thomey Is. failed to 
sight enemy.
(vii) BROCKLESBY arrived Plymouth 0815/1, having sustained no 
casualties but minor damage mainly to internal fittings due to 
own gunfire.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1607A/1 to Admty.)

Attack on 
enemy 
convoy by 
BROCKLESBY. 
Contd.

Operation CAPE MARIATO sailed for rescue patrol,
p B (S.B.N.O. Archangel 0801A/1 to S.B.N.O. North

Russia.)

Operation Land books on arrival at Dartmouth and be ready
H Q  to leave by 1630.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1403A/1 to TYNEDALE. N.O.I.C. 
Dartmouth.)

Information. Enemy convoy from Morlaix escorted by torpedo boats 
and trawlers may be proceeding eastwards by coastal route bound 
St. Malo or Cherbourg.
2. Object. To sink convoy and escorts.
3. Execution. KRAKOWIAK (S.O.) TYNEDALE and M.T.Bs 203, 231,
235 and/'240 are to R/V in 145° Start 14 at 1800 today and proceed 
in company at 20 knots to pass north of Roches Douvres through
*  i — ' * '  ^ r  tt *■

/positions..
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Operations.. c.m.75) -
positions 49° 00’ N 2° 40* W and 48° 58' N 2° 49' 
W, thence 270° to 4° W thence to Start Point.
4. Ships are to keep 15 miles off coasts of 
Guernsey and Jersey unless hotly engaged and are 
to be within 20 miles of our coast by first light.

5. Force will be known as Force H Q.
Lettered positions Hanois Light X X Sept lies Light Y Y
6. Codeword "Occasion".
(C. in C. Plymouth 1527A/1.)

Operation 
H Q 
Contd.

If not in contact at 1800/1 return to Sullom Voe. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1610/1 to CHIDDINGFOLD (R) 
MIDDLETON. LEDBURY.)

Allied Air Activity.

Request you will sail SLAZAK forthwith to search 
for dinghy with 5 British airmen sighted in 50°
11’ N 13° 29' W at 1855/31. Aircraft from 19 
Group co-operating. Dinghy may make distress 
signals on 500 K/cs. Codeword for SLAZAK "Warrant". 

(C. in C. Plymouth 0311A/1 to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)
C. in C. Plymouth’s 0311/1. Sailed SLAZAK.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 0611/1.)
My 0311/1. A/C report dinghy in 050° 04' N 012° 28' W at

0549.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1103A/1 to SLAZAK.)
1. My 0311A/1. It is hoped that dinghy will fire flares 

each half hour from 2000 to 2400 today.
2. You are to continue search at daylight tomorrow if not 
previously successful. Aircraft will assist.
3. Estimate WELSHMAN will pass you bound west about 0400/2.
4. Latest known position of dinghy was 050° 04' N 012° 28' W at 
0549/1.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1705/1 to SLAZAK.)
2 dinghies sighted 49° 08' N 7° 07' W. Lost contact, 

searching.
(A/C 2030/1 to 19 Group.)
Well done. Return to Plymouth passing through 049° 05' N 

008° 28' W where another dinghy is reported. 2 M.Ls and aircraft 
using searchlights searching. ^TRIBUNE leaves 180° Bishop Rock 
10 miles at 0030/2 approx, thence proceeding unescorted through * 
049° 30' N 013° 05' W. CUTTY SARK pass to TRIBUNE."* />.4

(C. in C. Plymouth 2157A/1 to SLAZAK (R) CUTTY SARK. TRIBUNE) 
Following is a repetition of my 2207. My 2203. On leaving 

TRIBUNE proceed 049° 53' N 007° 52' W and search 2 aircraft 
dinghies with live airmen. 2 R.A.F. pinnaces and searchlight 
aircraft also searching.

(C. in C. Plymouth 2222A/1 to CUTTY SARK.)
My 1705/1. SLAZAK left 50° 04’ N 12° 28' W at 2112/1 

proceeding to Plymouth through 49° 05' N 08° 28' W.
(C. in C. Plymouth 2257A/1 to WELSHMAN (R) SLAZAK.)

Operation 
S E

Search 
for A/C 
dinghies.

/Air attack...
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Allied Air Activity - Contd.
Air BROCKLESBY reports enemy force of three M/Vs two
attack torpedo-boats and one trawler believed proceeded
requested. Begleguer near Lannion early today. It is possible 

this force may have proceeded to Lesardrieux. 
Request a strike against both these ports may be 
arranged as soon as possible.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0857A/1 to 10 Group.)

Your 1804/24. No objection if following 
restrictions observed:-
(a) Aircraft to land north of line 290° from 
Fairlie pier and then taxi Ballochmartin Bay.
(b) Under no circumstances may aircraft taxi 
across dangerous area in south Largs Channel.
(c) Largs pier to be used for embarkation and

disembarkation.
(d) Moorings to be laid inside or as near as possible to 2 
fathom line.
2. If above are complied with there should be little or no 
interference withA.S.E.E. Pairlie.
(C. in C. W.A. 1258A/1 to Admty.)

Largs.
Proposed
A/C
Reception
Base.

Bombing Request surface bombing restrictions from 1630/1
restrictions, until 0800/2 in area Berry Head, St. Malo, H e  de 

Bas, Plymouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1623A/1 to H.Q.C.C. (R) 
KRAKOWIAK.)

QUEEN Request you will pass to A.T.28.
ELIZABETH. Expect (?to) meet 2 Liberator aircraft from

0915/2 carrying out A/S sweep in your area from 
east to west returning west to east.
(A.C.I.C. 2353A/1 to Admty.)

Enemy Air Activity.
KAOLACK. AAAA. Position 44° 15’ N 14° 50* W.

(KAOLACK 0837/1.)
Following from Lands End Radio. Intercept at 

0902 G.M.T. from KAOLACK. AAAA aircraft has not attacked.
Afraid will return. Position 44.15 N 14.50 W.

(C.C.O. Plymouth 1003/1.)Following from Lands End Radio from KAOLACK. Am alone under 
continual A/C R/C. Has attacked once. Need protection urgently. 
(7P.C.S.) 045° 34’ N (?013°) 34’ W, (?064°) 002°, 6 knots at 
1800 G.M.T. Route instruction destroyed. Please reply.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1815/1 to Admty.)

A/C
attacked.

S.L.125 G

Am being attacked by Ju.88 height 2000 feet my 
position 47° 40* N 8° 48’ W.
(A/C 304 Duty T. 1020A/1 to 19 Group.)

p.W. aircraft are active in your vicinity. 
(D.D.I.C. 1126A/1 to Escorts S.L.125 G.)

/OMEGA...
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OMEGA 
attacked 
on 31st 
October.

CHIDDINGFOLD 
( Operation 
S E )- f
Portuguese
Coast.

Enemy A ir A c t iv ity  -  Contd.

Your 1104A/1. Met OMEGA at 2100A/31 in  044° 54' N 
015° 38* W. My P.C .S. with OMEGA in  company now 
046° 28' N 015° 28’ W, 001° 6^. OMEGA attacked 
by two F.W. a ir c r a ft  noon yesterday, claims one 
down. OMEGA has no w ire less  set in  working order. 
I have eight days endurance l e f t .  Propose to 
carry on with OMEGA as her engines are in  
precarious sta te . Request approval.
(STELLA CARINA 1200A/1 to C. in  C. W.A.)

Am being shadowed by one a ir c r a ft  bearing 030° 10 
m iles in  64° 33’ N 4° 02' W.
(CHIDDINGFOLD 1235A/1 to Scapa W/T.)

At le a st  3 F.W. a ir c r a ft  are operating in  area 
west o f  Portuguese coast as fa r  as 20° W. One A/C 
probably reported S .L .125 G at 1150/1.
(D .D .I.C . 1353A/1.)

Iceland . One D 0 17 sighted from S e id is fio rd  at 1300,
course S.E. Cloud 10 10th, 3,000 fe e t ,  v i s i b i l i t y  
30 m iles.
(N .O .I.C . Reykjavik 1815A/1.)

Mining.

Operation My 1435/25. Swept channel completed one mile wide
E Y e ith er  side o f  a centre l in e  jo in in g  the fo llow in g

p o s it io n s . (1 ) 065° 26’ N 013° 28’ 18" W.
(11) 064° 53' N 013° 18’ 6" W. Check sweep

carried  out with negative r e s u lts . M/S 15 sa iled  fo r  H valfiord 
through Reykjanes passage at 0600/1.
(A .C .I .C . 0145 /1 .)

S.N.3 F Operation S.N.3 F completed.
(R.A.M. 1530 /1 .)

Lyme Bay Your 1626/31. "Ounce V" arrived 1544A/1.
sweeps. (F .O .I .C . Portland 1554A/1 to N .O .I.C . Dartmouth.)

Width o f  area swept extended to width o f  2.6 m iles.
2 mines cut and sunk in  050° 34' 36", 003° 00' 48” , 

050° 34’ (4 2 "? ) ,  002° 59' 12" W. One mine detonated in 050° 34' 
30", 003° 01' 54" W, Intend s a il in g  0700 tomorrow. Codeword 
"Scent” .

(M/S 4 1724A/1 to C. in  C. Plymouth.)
Cancel my 1241/1. Intend BEN URIE and LOCH BUIE at 0730/2 

to make an exp loratory  sweep round p o s it io n  50° 22' N 03° 19' W. 
Codword "Ounce".

(N .O .I.C . Dartmouth 1809/1 to C. in  C. Plymouth.)

Search
o f
Q.Z.X. 801.

Intend sa ilin g  with 6 f l e e t  sweepers and SARG0SSA 
at 0730 tomorrow to continue search o f  Q .Z .X .801, 
returning to Newhaven at 1800. Request fig h te r  
p ro tection .
(TENBY 1655/1 to  C. in  C. Plymouth.)
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PRINZ
EUGEN.
GRAP
ZEPPELIN.
LEIPZIG.
NURNBERG.

Enemy Intelligence.

(1) PRINZ EUGEN sighted Kiel Oct. 27th. New 
rudder and propellers are being fitted. Report 
states she will not be ready for service until 
mid-January. Graded A.3.
(2) GRAP ZEPPELIN sighted Gdynia Oct. 20th. 
Graded A.3.
(3) LEIPZIG, NURNBERG in Baltic ports Oct. 25th. 
Graded A.3.
(N.A. Stockholm 1206/1.)

Narvik. P.R.U. at 1230/1.
Trondheim. Narvik - No main units present.

Poetten Fiord - Obscured by cloud.
Lofiord - One vessel indistinctly seen at berth 
occupied by SCHEER on 31st. Oct.
(D.D.I.C. 1952A/1.)

E-Boats. Suspected E-Boat activity 026° Lowestoft 28. 
*  (WESTMINSTER 2135/1.) * ... k , .

HIPPER. Report Graded B.2 states a pocket battleship or
heavy cruiser passed through Sortland Sund (68° 
35* N 15° 13' E.) northbound at 1100A/28. 

Comment: Report probably refers to HIPPER which was last
located in Ofot Fiord on 21st. Oct. Destination probably Alten 
Fiord 70° 00' N 23° 10' E.
(D.D.I.C. 2239A/1.)

U-Boats.

U-Boats Indefinite D/F bearings at 2140Z and at 2258Z
reported. suggest U-Boat possibly in vicinity S.C.106.

(D.D.I.C. 0049A/1 to S.C.106.)
D/F bearings at 1946Z suggest U-Boat still in 

vicinity ARGUS or K.X.4B.
(D.D.I.C. 0358A/1.)
Am over enemy submarine in 57° 12’ N 23° 46' W. Enemy on 

surface and observed to submerge, course 270°, speed 7 knots.
(A/C 6LFJ 0957/1.)
Am over enemy submarine in 57° N 25° W.
(A/C 6LFA 1106/1.)
Am over enemy submarine in 58° 05' N (?longitude). Enemy 

on surface and observed to submerge, course 272® speed 7 knots.
(A/C 6LFJ 1154/1 to 15 Group.)
By D/F at 0838Z and 0842Z U-Boat within 60 miles of 49° 40’ N 

19° W.
(D.D.I.C. 1216A/1 to F.O. Force "H".)
Submarine sighted position 50.15 N 49.25 W at 1230 G.M.T.
(A/C 6KTC 1232 G.M.T./l.)
Inconclusive D/F bearings at 0721Z and 0807Z indicate 

U-Boat in your vicinity.
(D.D.I.C. 1412A/1 to ARGUS. K.X.4B.)
D/F bearings at 1945Z/1 indicate U-Boat in your vicinity.
(D.D.I.C. 2155A/1 to Escorts S.L.G.125.)

/U-Boat...
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1.11.1942. 
Sunday._

U-Boats - Contd.
U-Boat Am over enemy submarine in 47° 26* N 15° 42’ W.
attacked. Periscope sighted only, on a course 082° speed

4 knots.
(A/C 59 Duty 0 1650/1 to 19 Group.)
My 1650. Have attacked enemy with depth charge, 
and estimate nil hits.
(A/C 59 1650/1 to 19 Group.)

Casualties and Defects.
P*556. Your 1701/31. It is understood port engine is

efficient and should therefore give a speed of 
about 8 knots at 300 revs per minute. Report 

forthwith conditions obtaining in port engine and ships speed. 
Presume action as follows is being taken to remedy defect.
(a} Number 8 starboard main bearing brass being cleaned up.
(b) Numbers 7 and 8 starboard pistons if totally seized to be 
slung.
Your best chance of safe return is by your own exertions and 
resources.

(F.O.S. 0018A/1 to P.556.)
Your 0018A/1. (a) Yes. Now renewed brasses, (b) Pistons 

have been slung.
Advised by MAIDSTONE not to exceed 80$ on port engine, 270 revs, 
per min. giving only 4 knots.

(P.556 0207A/1 to P.O.S.)
P.556 is proceed^n port engine at 270 revs, per min. 

speed 4 knots, as power is limited to 80$ on your instructions. 
Request you will check and report estimated revs, per min. 
obtainable and resulting speed at above power limitation.

(P.O.S. 0631A/1 to Capt. S.8.)

Raft with survivors position 62° 31* 23° 09*.
(A/C 6LPC No T.O.O./l.Recd. 1330/1.)

LONDONDERRY 1500Z/31. Unless LANDGUARD and 
LULWORTH recovered remaining boats from ABOSSO 
detach BRADFORD to continue search to P.L.E. 
subject to refuelling-at Ponta Delgada and 
subsequently proceeding to Gibraltar.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1406A/1 to LONDONDERRY (R) SKEENA. )

Have completed oiling from K.M.S.2. Lifeboats reported by 
LONDONDERRY to be in 049° 20’ N 023° 20' W. Estimate I can reach 
area by daylight tomorrow to continue search. Request confirm
ation if this is satisfactory. P.C.S. of K.M.S.2. 045° 33* N 
026° 41' W 185° 8 knots at 1700Z. Following from LONDONDERRY.
C. in C. W.A. 1406A/1. BRADFORD has never been in company.
SKEENA instructed as above.

(SKEENA 1652Z/1 to C. in C. W.A.)
A.M. 1406A/1. Delete '’BRADFORD” and substitute "a suitable 

ship”.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1745A/1 to LONDONDERRY.)
Proceeding in execution of ray 1652Z/1. P.C.S. at 2000Z,

045° 17' N 026° 30' W 044° 22 knots. Request call sign of any 
aircraft assisting in s earch.

(SKEENA 2016Z/1. )

Raft.

ABOSSO.
(torpedoed 
30th Oct.)

/Your.. •
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ABOSSO 
(torpedoed 
30th Oct.) Contd.

HOME COMMANDS.
%

Casualties and Defects — ,L̂-n.7r.-
Your 1652/1. Arrangements most satisfactory. 
Report if you have survivors picked up by BIDEFORD 
on board. No air assistance being sent.
(C. in C. W.A. 2254Z/1 to SKEENA.)

PENYLAN. . //•/.T,*w W4i .My 1115/30. Sailing postponed at least 24 hours 
due to E.R. defect now under repair.
(F.O.I.C. London 1610A/1. )

FRONTENAC. Proceed along track of FRONTENAC damaged by 
torpedo in 51° 55’ N 20° 03' W at 0235Z/31, steering approx. 075° 5 knots. Fuel permitting

escort her to North Channel.
(C. in C. W.A. 1639A/1 to SARDONYX, SKATE.)Estimate you may meet FRONTENAC damaged tanker homeward 

hound independently during dark hours tonight.
(C. in C. W.A. 1820A/1 to GLAISDALE.)
Your 1639A/1. Fuel low. Could A/C assist locate FRONTENAC 

in case she has altered course. My P.C.S. 051° 47' 017° 18*
053° 11.5 altering to 075° at 0212.

(SKATE 1900A/1 to C. in C. W.A.)
Sail DEXTEROUS at best speed to assist FRONTSNAC damaged in 

53° 20’ N 13° 15’ W at 2000A/1, steering approx. 070° 8 knots.
Air will co-operate.

. (C. in C. W.A. 1929A/1 to N.O.I.C. Oban.)Your 1920 and your 1929A/1. Cannot exceed 12 knots. (?Have) 
detached SARDONYX.

(SKATE 2130A/1 to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 1929/1. Sailed DEXTEROUS.
(N.O.I.C. Oban 2259A/1 to C. in C. W.A.)

M.L.230.
ti-7̂ iw Trf. tl.My 1639A/1. M.L.230 returned to harbour with 

engine defects.
(N.O.I.C. Newhaven 1730A/1.)

DONAX (torpedoed 
22nd Oct.)

Arrived Tug NIMBLE with 8 British and 2 Chinese 
survivors from DONAX.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1824A/1.)

PAN NEW YORK, irt.x.xti)
Clyde arrival H.M.C.S. SUMMERSIDE with two survivors from PAN NEW YORK.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 2214A/1.)

WESTMINSTER. My steering gear defective. Steering by main
engines.
(WESTMINSTER 2317A/1 to C. in C. Nore.)
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Shipping and Convoys.
H.X. 212. Survivors from H.X. 212 will be brought in

November 1st as follows. At Liverpool,
------- >ALBERNI 91* VILLE DE QUEBEC (? 5k),At Glasgow,
**SUMMERSIDE 2#At Londonderry, ROSTHERN 19. BARRWHIN destin
ation Oban separated from convoy reported to have 27* BIC 
ISLAND recovered survivors but was torpedoed on later attack 
and not seen thereafter. ,
(C.T.U. 2U.1.13* 0015Z/1.)

Following is a repetition of my 1120Z/31 begins:
My 2030Z/30. East Coast ships are to proceed independently 
to Loch Ewe from position ”0".
Either VILLE DE QUEBEC or ALBERNI is to escort "B" portion.
No local escort available. Ends.

(C. in C. W.A., 1153Z/1 to CAMPBELL, ALBERNI, VILLE DE 
QUEBEC. ) uloR&t *v.
22+. 1-3 in^C AMP BELL, * BADGER, TRILLIUM, ROSTHERN arrived 

from H.X. 212. ALBERNI,*SUMHERSIDE, VILLE DE QUEBEC standing 
on to U.K. V— u —o ie t* * * A 3 JL

(C.T.G. 2k» 7 > 1715Z/1 to C.T.F. 2k.j '
My P.C.S. 2000Z/1 is 059° 19’ 005° 15’ 170° 7.

((?) Request your P.C.S.)
(VILLE DE QUEBEC, 2052Z/1 to BODO.)
E.T.A. Bar 1100Z/2nd.

ALBERNI, Vice Commodore of convoy, and Mersey portion H.X. 212 
in comga ny.

(VILLE DE QUEBEC, 2058A/1 to N.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

X.M.F. 2. R.D.F. plot indicates head of K.M.F. 2 at 0215A/1
to be 03U° 58’ N. 005° 17' W. and of PELICAN and 
5 Sloops at 0217A/1 st 055° 08’ N. 005° 2+6* W. 

(N.O.I.C. Belfast, 0231A/1 to GORLESTON.)
My 1608A/31. Less VILLE D fANVERS sailed. For Comdre. 

of "A” portion read Vice Cmdre.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 2332*A/1.)
K.M.F. 2 sailed at 2333/1* Names of 17 M/Vs.
(D.S.T.O. Greenock, 232*0/1.)

K.M.S. 3. A.M. 1331/30.
(1) A/S Escort BLACK SWAN, FOWEY, CARNATION, LA 
MALOUINE, MYOSOTIS, MALLOW, STONECROP, CAMPION, 

NASTURTIUM, WEYBURN, LUNENBURG.
(2) N.O.I.C. Liverpool is requested to sail ships now at 
Liverpool (except MYOSOTIS) to Londonderry as soon as ready 
for exercises.
(3) MYOSOTIS will escort EMPIRE FOAM to rendezvous off 
Skerryvore.
(2*.) N.O.I.C. Londonderry is requested to arrange maximum amount 
of practices and to sail (a) BLACK SWAN, FOWEY and 2 corvettes 
to arrive Loch Ewe a.m. November 7th in time for convoy 
conference. (b) Remaining corvettes to join convoy at 
rendezvous off Skerryvore.
(5) Escorts should be warned that they must be prepared to 
fuel at sea.
(C. in C. W.A., 1018A/1.)

/Propose ...
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Shipping and Convoys.- u~rC7l.-
K.M.S. 3* Propose sailing ( ?^VIRGINIA) as additional escort
(Contd.) to K.M.S.3 breaking off as necessary for Freetown.

If approved, request onward route from position 
anticipate parting company.

(C. in C. W.A. , 1718A/1 to Admty.) ^
A.M. 1331/30 as amended by A.M. 1535/31* f

1. Route. R/V at A. 270° Skerryvore 10 miles at 1600Z/8 thence 
B. 55° 28’ N. 13° 01* W. C. 53.30 19.59. D. 50.36 24-25.
E. 42.43 26.00. F. 37.24 22.02. G. 36° 15°. H. 36° 10°.
2. Thence by positions in accordance with T.S.G. 0. (28) 57- 
82. 56. "0" Section to 69. "A" Section to 89. 100. 14.
3. Speed of Convoy is to be adjusted to pass through position 
H at l600Z/22/November.
4. Stragglers route as convoy route, but lettered 0 to V with 
instructions that, if straggling, ships are to keep 30 miles 
to starboard of route given.
5. Fighter protection codeword "Redbreast".
(D.O.D^H.), 2303A/1.)

S.C. 106. C. in C. W.A’s 2055A/31• A/S trawler GAVOTTE
H p t  n  i  1 p H
(N.O.I.C. Belfast, 1018A/1.)

Convoy
Deviation
Signals.

Recently convoys have deviated from their route 
for various reasons and when reporting this the 
procedure has been solely to report their 
position course and speed. In future when 
making this report they should add to the signal 
the next position on the convoy route through 
which it is intended to pass.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1102A/1.)

Ships for All ships sailing for South Africa are to be
South Africa, given instructions for entry into /alvis Bay, 

Saldanha Bay, Capetown, Port Elizabeth, East 
London and Durban.
(D.T.D. , 1120A/1.)

Q.P. 15. It is desired that either British or Russian
S/Ms shall operate in areas 2 and 2A during 
passage of Q.P.15. Object to deter enemy main 

units from putting to sea.
(ii) Will Russian S/Ms be available to operate in this area. 
If not request arrangements be made for them to keep clear 
so that British S/Ms can do so.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1125A/1 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

0.N.S.142, To avoid SEVERN, O.N.S. 142 and K.X. 5 alter
K.X. 5. course forthwith for (a) 055° 29’ N. 011 04’ W.

(b) 054° 01* N. 015° 10’ W. thence to (U).
(C. in C. W.A., 1220A/1 to NORFOLK.)

/OMEGA • • • •
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
OMEGA.

u ,
Your 1200/1. Escort OMEGA to U.K.
(C. in C. W.A., 1438A/1 to STELLA CARINA.)

P.S. 2, 
S.P. 2.

P.S. and S.P. 2 cancelled.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1536A/1.)

A.N.D.Ships.
My 1146/6/6, para. 2 add:- HUDSON’S HOPE, 
VERMILLION, and SLAVE.
(D.T.D. , 1544A/1.)

Valuable
Ships.Anti-Mine 
protection.

C.A.F. 0. 2172/42. Cancel my 1214/1/4/42 and 
substitute:- Valuable ships such as Trinity 
House vessels should be safeguarded by LL S.A 
sweepers when proceeding in shallower water- 
likely to be mined with ground mines and by 
Oropesa sweepers when in waters likely to 
contain moored mines.
(C. in C. Nore, 1632A/1.)

Operation
F.B.

Position of S/i»Is at 0800A/2 and movements for 
the following 24 hours.
(A) TUNA vicinity 75° 15’ N. 14° 14’ E.
(B) 0.15 vicinity 75° 04’ N. 07° 58’ E. 
(F.O.S. , 1811A/1 to Admty.)

A.T. 28. BX amend route from (L) to new (Q) 59° N. 25° W.
(R) 59° N. 21° W. (S) 57° N. 1o° W., thence to (N), omit (M). Admiralty pass to Comtask Group 
2i+. 7. QUEEN ELIZABETH informed via F and BN 
broadcasts.
(Connav, 1820/1 to QUEEN ELIZABETH.)

T.A. 28. QUEEN ELIZABETH will leave Clyde p.m. 6th Nov.
for New York.2. She will be sailed independently and maximum 

fighter protection should be afforded on 7th November.
3. Admiralty will promulgate route.
4. Fighter protection codeword ’’Hickory".
(D.O.D^H.), 2022A/1.)

K.X. 6. A.M. 1921/30 and A.M. 1940/31.Route: By Q. Z.L.18 to D. 180° Fastnet 10 miles.
E. 50.12 N. 14.38 W. F. 45.21 N. 15.55 W.G. 38.50 N. 14.45 W. H. 36.33 N. 10.00 W. thence to Gibraltar.2. Stragglers route as convoy route but lettered S to W., with instructions that ships are to keep 30 miles to starboard of 

route given if straggling.3. Ships which straggle before reaching E should, if returning, 
conform to M.A.R.I. Section 1 par. 5(F).
4. Speed of Advance 6 knots.5* Fighter protection codeword "Gosling".
(D.O.D.(H), 2306A/1 to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
"^SILVERWILLOW, Your 2002/31st. Tug and escort being sent. 
/ALASKA. (F.O.C.N.A. 0357A/1 to COWSLIP.)
(S.L.125.) My 03&7A/21st.* Sailed LEYLAND and tug JAUNTY 

. to assist. fa.xi.
' (F.O.C.N.A. 0812A/1 to Admty., C. in C. W.A.

X l^- />.3-o COWSLIP. )# 0357/1 intended.

SCYLLA, Arrival 0730.
OPPORTUNE. (F.O.C.N.A. 0930A/1.)

U/B. S/M has dived in position M course 030°. My 
position 45.00 N. 08.35 W.
(A/C C 5 W G 09372/1 to R.A.F. Gibraltar.)

*K.M.S.2.
K.M.S.3.

Following from N.C.X.F. at Gibraltar.
Ref. your 0840A/20th and 1331A/30th LUNENBURG 
is shown as escorting both convoys. LOUISBURG 
who was understood to be escorting K.M.S.2 is 
shown as escorting K.M.S.3. Please clarify. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1044A/1 to Admty.)

ALGERINE. Onward route from position L through
M. 038° 01' N. 014° 59' W.
N. 036° 01’ 009° 59’.
O. 036° 05* 006° 01’ thence to Gibraltar. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1036A/1 to ALGERINE (R) Admty., 
C. in C. W.A.)

AMAZON. E.T.A. 1630A/1, acknowledge.
(AMAZON 1045/1 to F.O.C.N.A.)

STURGEON. Onward route. Proceed on surface at discretion
to pass through 039° 01' 011° 01' at 0600A/4th. 
225s Cape St. Vincent 10 miles at 2200A/4th,

036° 35’ 007° 01* at 0800A/5th and R/V escort in 035° 59’ 006 
01* at 1400A/5th for onward escort to Gibraltar.
(2) Report if unable to comply within 2 hours of these times.
(3) Total bombing restriction arranged 10 miles either side of 
route from 35 miles ahead to 35 miles astern estimated position. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1110/lst to STHSGEON (R) Admty., F.O.S., C. in C. 
Plymouth, Capt (s) 3, Capt. (S) 5.)

A/C
SCOTTISH.

Unidentified aircraft 136 39° N. 10° W. 33, 
course 180°. Weather report.
(SCOTTISH 1125/1 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/S.L.125 • • •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - contd.
S.L.125 Following received from*?ETUNIA (begins): 

AMSTERKERK proceeded independently 1900Z/50th 
route probably on amended stragglers route.

^^BARON VERNON and BARON ELGIN missing since night 30th. Do 
not consider they have been torpedoed. Have now 26 ships 
remaining. KELANTtN has 43 survivor? from BRITTANY and 55 
from^SlLVERWILLOW, ends. *  A.*/.

SPIRE A 1131Z/1 to F.O.C.N. A. (R) Aamty. etc.)
My l£bo/31st. SERPA PINTO found vessel still afloat 1500/ 

51st and boat. Damaged vessel refused assistance and said^he 
was expecting assistance from British Man of War. SERPA^pro- 
ceeded Lisbon. Capt. of Port Funchal now reports BARON ELGIN 
arri^ved with 84 survivors from 3 ships sunk 130 miles North of 
Funchal. This vessel reports at least (?group missing) 
ship sunk in this position 1830/30th and other boat(s) with 
survivors still (not?) picked up in that area. Wind North West. 
No ship available to send from here or Madeira.

P.228 in 036° 28' N. 003° 38* W. at 1230A/lst is returning 
to Gibraltar on surface to arrive 1930A/lst.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1336A/1 to 8 S/M F.) .My 1336/1 (Presumably 1336A/1 from F.O.C.N.A. intended) 
H.M.S.*T.51 sailed 1600A/1 to relieve P.228.
2. P.51 will proceed by P.228's route on the surface until 
dawn 3rd Nov.

(N.A. Lisbon 1157/1 to Admty. (R) S.O.I. Gib.)

U/B Result of attack unobserved, submarine surfaced 
firing 5 course 056, 8 knots, A/C hit, am 
returning to base.
(Gib. A/C 1207/1 to Gib. W/T.)

attacked
by A/C.

P.228. After hydrophone control valve chest heavily 
scored. Am returning via buoy route. My 
position 036° 28' (?03° 12°) 38' West. E.T.A. 
Gibraltar 1930.
(P.228 1230A/1 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) S.8.)

(Capt. S • 8, 1440A/1 to 8 S/M F. ) -*

ROBERTS. Ref. 175l/23rd Oct. from R.A. West Africa. 
E.T.A. 0700Z/2nd.
(ROBERTS 1245Z/1 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/K.H.S.2 ..
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North Atlantic - contd.
K.M.S.2. In order to adjust your time of arrival at
S „ l R/V amend route to pass through new position B.

42° N. 27° W. thence to Y.
2. ■#-CLEVELAND,*-ALBRIGHTON and*ESKDALE amend R/V accordingly.
3. Stragglers route from H. to new M. 42° N. 27° W. then to J.
(D.O.D. (H) 1312A/1 to Escorts of K.M.S.2., CLEVELAND, 
ALBRIGHTON, ESKDALE (R) F.O.C.N.A. )* ,

*HOPECASTLE,
^ALASKA,
S.L.125.

X'U— J> ti
X ^, 5,̂ .

Your 1050A/30, concur with para (l) (D).
Search should not be instituted unless this can 
be done without prejudice to other more promising 
salvage operations. Your 0357A/1 refers.
2. COWSLIP’S 2002/31. Suggest for consideration 
endeavour should be made to get ALASKA to Lisbon. 
(D.T.D. 1317A/1 to F.O.C.N.A.)

U/Bs. Special U/B estimate. Admiralty recypher and
Weather retransmit to Task Group 34.11 via British
Forecast. Broadcast schedules. Probably fbur shadowing

S.L.125 1200Z position about 40° N. 14 - 30 W.
Two area 39° N. 14° W. from numerous D/Fs.

One 38° N. 12° W. by poor D/F 0132Z/1. Four Northbound.
36 N. 15 W. from D.F. 1353Z/31. 30 N. 20 W. from poor D.F.
1652Z/31. 31 N. 24 W. 35 N. 25 W. Two patrolling. 40 N. 22 W.
30 W. by poor D.F. 0147Z/1. 36.30 N. 23 W. by poor D.F.
2212Z/31. Possibly one patrolling off Gibraltar Straits. 
Possibly three Area 10 N. 20 W. Two Italians estimated same 
area. Refuelling Sub estimated North Cape Verde Islands. 
Possibly two U/Bs same area. No further information on patrol 
line west of Azores and Cape Verde Islands. Forecast next 24 
hours Atlantic Coast Morocco. Cloudy to overcast. Rain 
followed by showers then slow clearing. Fair visibility 
becoming good. South-West wind shifting to North-West 16 
knots. 25 knots at front. Sea very rough decreasing. Swell 
North short heavy decreasing. Azores 0001 Sunday swell North 
East 3 to 4 feet period 8 seconds. Following change in 
Broadcast schedules received from Admiralty. Gibraltar call 
letters G Y W. Transmits forecasts at 0430Z on 5560 and 44.8 
k/cs. At 1630Z on 0075 and 44.8 k/cs. Aircraft observations 
transmitted with call letters ZZ8 at 0125Z on 6383 k/cs and at 
0725. 1325. And 1825Z on 13180 k/cs. Portuguese. Spanish,
and Atlantic Islands weather reports broadcast in plain language 
at 0900 and 2000 on same frequencies at 1630 and 0430 messages 
respectively.
(Cominch 1353/1 to Admty.)

Situation at 
2002 1st.

P.614 35.43 14.40 on Area ”X” surface 187 7 2.
(2)*S.L.125*PETUNIA, WOODRUFF, CROCUS, RAMSEY, 

-*SPlm3A, COLTSFOOT, KELANTAN 40.48 16.01 00° 7. 
(3?) CORIOLANUS 35.40 07.18 through 36.01 07.01 
thence Gibraltar, 8. * %

(4) K.X.4 (a) 4 trawlers, 37.03 11.39 to R/V GERAfllUM and 4
trawlers 36.53 11.16 at 1400A/2nd. . , \
(5) GERANIUM 4 trawlers 36.43 09.43 to R/V with K.X.4 (a;

ALYNBMK, STORK, DEPTFORD, VANSITTART, AVENGER, 8
/Corvettes ...
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North Atlantic.
Situation at Corvettes, 4 Minesweepers 35.01 20.20 through 
2002 1st 35.01 19.01 thence 072° 8^. 5— - .
(contd.) (7) K.X.4 (B) BRIXHAM, BUDE 38.27 11.47 through

36.20 10.01 thence Gibraltar, 7.
(8) TYNWALD. LAMERTON, WHEATLAND, WILTON, 

POZARICA,*TR0UT through (?) 22.07 07.55 and 36.35 09.02 thence 
106°, 10 . *

-»(9)XFleet unit ̂ JAMAICA, DELHI, ZETLAND, BICESTER, DASHER,**--/>-* *• 
FARNDALE 38.18 11.50 through 36.15 10.01 thence Gibraltar, 11^. 
JAMAICA probably leaving 0900/2nd for Gibraltar, 22.
(10) SCOTTISH 38° 5’ 009° 30' direct Gibraltar 10.
(11) COWSLIP (? standing) by 2 merchant ships in 34.22 17.16 
aporox. v— — p> it.
(12) SIRIUS 27.32 20.09 through 50.05 19. 14 and 31.39 15.01 
thence 45° 19^.
(13) Swedish relief ships AKKA, YARRAWONGA 36.01 19.46 270° 12.
(14) BROKE, WRESTLER 36.27 07.59 to Gibraltar, 20.
(15) VENOMOUS, MALCOLM leave Gibraltar p.m./lst to rejoin 
K.X.4 (a)
(16) KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE off Tarifa to Gibraltar 8.
(17) EDAY, STROMA, INCHMAENOCK, OTHELLO, 36.38 08.20 to 
Gibraltar, 9.
(18) (? ALGERINE) one merchant ship 39.32 16.59 through 38.01 
14.59 thence 1166 10£.
(19) * ROBERTS, BURDOCK, SNOWDROP, 33.35 10.25 through 35.50
08.07 thence Gibraltar, 10. * /=>•<)
(20) Spanish Training Ship JOAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising in 
area between Canary Is. and point 36.01 30.02.

_/2l) CALPE 40.05 14.38 through 38.30 11.59 and 36.15 10.01 to 
overtake*fleet unit in para (9), 15?A«6d*.

(22) JAUNTY, LEYLAND 35.46 07.13 260° 8.
(23) Port. Des. TEJO left Funchal for Ponta Delgada 31st. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1424A/1, 2258A/1, 0255/2.)

Situation at (1> Area Y. K.M.S.l ALYNBANK, STORK, DEPTFORD, 
1958 1st. VANSITTART, AVENGER, 8 Corvettes, 4 Minesweepers

035° 01’ 020° 20' through 035° 01' 019° 01' 
thence 072° 8̂ -. * /*'■*•«**-*«*_* -

(4) QUEEN OF BERMUDA 028° 42’ 028° 35’ 547° 14.
(6) CLEVELAND, ESI®ALE, ALBRIGHTON 041° 01’ 025° 52’ 000° to 
R/V K.M.S.2 at 1200/2nd in 045° 01' 025° 50' 15.
(7) K.M.F.l SHEFFIELD, IBIS, D.S. ISAAC SWEERS, ESCAPADE, 
HARTLAND, WALNEY. CLARE,*HAHNE, BITER, 2 Sloops, 4 Corvettes, 
040° 43' 024° 55' 118° 10fc.* i— ~(8) W.S.24 ROTHERHAM. ONSLOW, OFFA, 0RI3I, HOLCOMBE 044 25
023° 01' through 0436 15’ 023° 01' thence 224° 12.
(F.O.C.H.A. 1430A/1.) *

/BARON VERNON ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

22
1.11.1942.
S unday.

North Atlantic - contd.
BARON VERNON 
(sunk 30/10) 
(S.1.125.)

^ ^  *

Ref. Trade Division memorandum 4th Sept. 1939.

!l] BARON VERNON.2) Hogarth and Son.

3) 2100/30th Oct. 036° 06’ N. 016° 59’ W.
4) Not Seen.
5) Not Seen.
7) Ship sunk.
8; None.
10) Torpedoed.
N.C.S.O. Funchal 1548/1 to Admiralty, S.O.(l) 

Gibraltar.)

P.614. My position 035° 02’ N. 014° 37’ W. S. of A. 8
knots. (corrupt group) be 10$ fuel remaining 
at Freetown. Intend passing position P at 
2000A/3rd. Weather.
(P.614 1601A/1 to F.O.C.N.A. (r ) Admty. etc.)

S.L.125. One Catalina close escort to S.L.125 from
0740A to dusk.
(V.A.C.N.A. 1627A/1 to Admty.)

MINNA. Patrol vessel MINNA painted pink leaves Gibraltar
1930A/31st speed 13 knots to Eastward. (2) MINNA 
will be operating off North African coast between 

001° 55' E. and 002° 20’ E. on night of 2nd/3rd Nov. (3) If 
weather is unsuitable on this night MINNA will return to this 
area on one of next 2 nights.
(Capt. S.8 1750A/51 to 8 S.F. ) 3i

JAMAICA.

*■  ̂V—i... » /Tr»
a *  0* .//  }

E.T.A. 1100A/2nd. At Northern entrance 1201A/2nd. 
My position 1800A/lst, 37.57 N. 11.47 W. speed 
20.5 knots.
(JAMAICA 1800A/1 to F.O.C.N.A.)

HOPECASTLE. Ref. T.D. Memo 4th Sept. 1939.
(l) HOPECASTLE. (2) Mann, Stott and Fleming. 
(3) 2000/28th Oct. 031° 35’ N. 019° 23’ W. 

Passed close ahead of ship from port to starbbard.
Passed under the stern from starboard to port after firing 

torpedo. (6) On the surface. (7) Believed to have sunk but 
lot seen. (8) For survivors see my 2356/31st Oct. (9) No 
details could be seen. (10) Torpedoed.
'N.C.S.O. Funchal 1835C/1 to Admty. S.O.I. Gib.)

BombingRestrictions.
Request total bombing restrictions in following
areas.
Area. From,
G. 26 0030
G. 27 1330
G. 16 1930
G. 15 1000
G. 14 1700

3rd
Until 
2130 3rd

3rd 0330 4th
3rd 1800 4th
4th 0100 5th
4th 0800 5 th

All times zone - one.
(V.A.C.N.A. 1906A/1 to Admiralty A.O.C. in 
(R) F.O.S. )

C • C • c.
/Air ...
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North Atlantic - contd.
Resume for l/ll. Hudson W/233 attacked U-hoat 
in 37.35 N. 01.38 E. S/M surface and circled, 
firing at aircraft which was damaged in tail. 
E/233 on A/S sweep overdue and must "be considered lost.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar 1910Z/1.)

Orders to S/Ms. W.M.P. 23, P.217, P.222 and^.Sl are to operate 
in area A, B and C respectively. .(2) No further instructions as yet for P.219. (Capt. S.8 1920A/1 to 8 S/M F.)

Bombingrestrictions. A.C.433 1/11. Serial number G.331. From 0400/2 to 0800/4, institute total submarine 
bombing restrictions 25 miles either side of a line joining 47° 01' N. 13° 25' W. and 48°
59' N. 13° 02' W.
(H.Q.C.C. 2120A/1 to R.A.F. Gibraltar, F.O.C.N.A S.8. )

K.M.F.l,
MARNE.

/j ,a /.
Your 1900/1st (N.T. inW.R.) Estimated P.C. and 
S. of Convoy at 2000A/lst was: 40.43 N. 24.55 W 
145° 10^, altering to 118° on passing through position 40.10 N. 24.24 W. Continue to search
for convoy escorting from route. Do not "break 

W/T silence to report Met or Not Met. If not met "before,
R/V with K.M.F.l in 36.14 13.49 at 1300A/4th.(F.O.C.N.A. 2340/1 to MARNE (R) C.S.10.)

U/B.
South Atlantic.
X 118 (Read on 500 k/cs) Sub sighted 0657 N.59 
X 331 De Nau.
(Freetown W/T OOll/l.)W.R. Note.- X 331= portions missed indicated by 
X 331.

EMPIRE
GUIDONtorpedoed.

Following has been read. SSSS 30° S. 33° E. 
EMPIRE GUIDON torpedoed (portion missed) in 
boats, making for Coast.(Simonstown W/T T.O.R. 1412/1.)

/DESPATCH • • •
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South Atlantic. - contd.
DESPATCH. Your 1147Z/29. ?E.T.A. Freetown 0900Z (? 13th)

18 knots.
(DESPATCH 0500Z/1 to R.A.W.A. (R) C. in C. S.A. 
Admty.)

Your 1801C/lst, 1800Z/2nd. My P.C. and S. at 2000Z/lst 
019° 51' S. ?011° 10’ E. 318° 18 knots. Weather.

(DESPATCH 1805Z/1, 1915Z/1 to C. in C. S.A.)

NIGELLA. Departure 0644 G.M.T. NIGELLA for Capetown,
route R.9 S. of A. 12 knots, E.T.A. 0900Z/3rd. 
(N.O.I.C. E. London 0718Z/1 to Admty. etc.)

ILE DE Your 0458/30 and your 1520/15. ILE DE FRANCE
FRANCE. dry docking is for hottom cleaning and inspection

only requiring about four days. Request 
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa be informed accordingly if 
necessary. Your 0106/19 refers.
(P.S.T.O. Capetown 1101C/1 to D.S.T. (R) B.A.D. 
Washington for B.M.W.T.)

COMMANDANT Departure 31st Oct.
D'ESTIENNE (S.O^I.) Freetown 1111/1 to Admty.)
D ’ORVES.

Dispositions. HYDRANGEA about 007° 55’ 014° 10* to join C.F.7.
SHROPSHIRE, HECLA, ARROW, ACTIVE, AMARANTHUS, 
SOUTHERN PRIDE with.C.F.7 006° 28* 012° 56' to

.......... .. .> Freetown 12^. "ll^STIENNE D'ORVES about 005° 10*
012° 15* to 002° 01* 009° 59’ thence 090° 11.
3 Motor Launches with T.S.23 004° 40’ 010° 10’ 306° 8-g at 
1958 1st. RUMBA off Marshall. BRUNSWICK BAY escorting 004° 01' 
007° 35* to Lagos 7. ST. WISTAN about 004° 02* (? 006°) 55’ 
to Monrovia 8^. * CORINTHIAN escorting about (? 004°) 45’ 000
20’ E. to Freetown 9.-~“>KELT escorting from Pointe Noire to 
Lagos ?9. 2 Chasseurs escorting about 002° 15’ S. 008 10 E.
to Pointe Noire 9. TRUANT and K.14 007° (? 01’ or 30’) South 
003° 20’ E. 304° 8^.
(R.A.W.A. 1145Z/1 to A.X.Gr. 150.) ^  ̂ y L —

-ytqp.t.t Arrival Port Ellen Gentil 1800Z/31st KELT.
Departure KELT Nov. 1st escorting SS BRITISH 
COAST to Lagos direct. E.T.A. (?Lagos) 0700Z/4th. 
(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1225/1 to R.A.W.A.)

/STEPHEN . . .
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South Atlantic - contd.
STEPHEN

HOPKINS,
(raider 
attack 27/9)

BIRMINGHAM.

Following is paraphrase of report made to 
Connav by U.S. Naval Attache, Rio de Janeiro 
(begins): U.S. STEPHEN HOPKINS was attacked by 
two raiders in 028° 08* S. 011° 59’ E. on 27th 
Sept, larger of which appeared to be armed only 
with machine guns and smaller with 4 6" guns.
As result of gun fire exchanged smaller raider 
was left in flames and believed sunk, other 
raider believed damaged. Survivors landed from 
ship's boats at Barra Do Itabapoana (Brazil) on 
27th Oct. (Ends.)
(S.0.(I.) Montevideo 1229Z/1 to Admty.)

a s*. 17s s z js  ju ft ff.

Arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1236Z/1 to Admty. etc.)

Brazilian Arrivals 1st Brazilian destroyer MARANHAO,
Movements. Brazilian minesweepers CANANEA and 0AM00IN.

(R.0. Florianopolis 1307Z/1 to Admty.)

CORINTHIAN. Arrangements have been made for CORINTHIAN to 
l. h xif dock at Rio de Janeiro. Intend CORINTHIAN to

u~<) leave Freetown about 10th Nov to carry out 
blockade runner patrol to position (a ) 010° N. 030° W. Thence 
if you concur to Rio de Janeiro through position (B) 001° N. 
032° W. (C) 006° S. 029° W. and (d ) 0236 S. 037° W. E.T.A.
Rio de Janeiro about 23rd Nov.
(R.A.W.A. 1307Z/1 to Comsolantfor.)

MENDOZA Following has been read. SSSS 29° 20' S.
torpedoed. 32° 13* E. MENDOZA torpedoed De ZTM.

(Colombo W/T T.O.R. 1333 G.M.T./l.)

NIEUW
AMSTERDAM.

Arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Durban 1636C/1 to Admty. etc.)

TAMARISK. Arrival 1st.(N.O.I.C. Lagos 1700Z/1 to Admty. etc.)

C.F.7. E.T.A. with ARROW, HECLA, ACTIVE, AMARANTHUS 
and 5 ships of C.F.7 Outer end swept channel 
1000Z/2, Gate 1100Z/2.
(SHROPSHIRE 1752Z/1 to R.A.W.A.)

ILEX.
A- io

l  f
^  tK. * V

Following is a repetition of my 1813/lst to 
N.C.S.O. San Miguel (Ponta Delgada) repeated 
B.N.A. Lisbon (Begins): It is anticipated ILEX
will call St. Vincent for fuel p.m. 6th Nov. if 
Portugal Authorities have no objection.
Estimated requirements 300 tons, Admiralty furnace 
oil and marine diesel mixed.
(R.A.W.A. 1817Z/1 to Admty. etc.)

/SOUTHERN GEM ...
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SOUTHERN GEM. Departure Pointe Noire 1500Z/lst Nov. SOUTHERN 

GEM. E.T.A. Libreville a.m./3rd Nov. Thence 
escorting SS PIERRE LOTI to Duala and (?Lagos 
(Nigeria;) direct.
(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1835/1 to R.A.W.A.)

EMPIRE ORIOLE. Arrival 1st Nov.(N.O.I.C. Takoradi 1920Z/l to Adrrrty.)

Gable Repairs. My 1244/29. Repair to Freetown (?Konakri)
cable will be commenced 2nd Nov. Request early 
information of future movements of LADY DENISON 
PENDER.
(R.A.W.A. 1942Z/1 to Admty.)

At 1415/lst Wellington aircraft flying at 1000 
to 2000 feet sighted 5 submarines and 1 escort 
vessel in 017° 30' N. 017° 30* W. course 360°
12 knots. Escort Vessel possibly flying French 
flag. Subs, deployed but did not submerge on 
sighting. , , . .(S.O.I. Freetown 2109Z/1 to Admty. (R) F.O.C.N.A.) 

At 1530/31st aircraft sighted Vichy Convoy of 7 ships and 
2 Escort Vessels in 022° 25' N. 016° 59’ W. course 190° 8 to 10 
knots. One of 10,000 tons, one 8,000 tons, 5 between 1000 and
3000 tons. , . . .(S.O^I.; Freetown 2145Z/1 to Admiralty (R) F.O.C.N.A.)

? Vichy 
E/Vs and 
S/Ms.

Mediterranean.
Enemy Units. Following received P.C. and S. of enemy, 1 

destroyer 2 merchant vessels, 32 37 N. 23
30' E. 165° 6 knots.
(A/C Call sign 8 W C Q 0135/1.)P.C. and S. of enemy 4 identity unknown 32.36 N. *.3.27 E.

165° 6 knots.  ̂ .(A/C Call Sign 8 W G H 0140C/1.)P.C. and S. of enemy 4 identity unknown 32.40 N. 23.27 E. 
180° 6 knots.

pfc? and^s! o f ^ e n e m y  Merchant Vessel of 6000 tons 34.50 N. 
23-4° ( V C 0usIng callsign R 5 P L 0913B/1.)

/TAKU
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Mediterranean - contd.
You have freedom of action as in my 1025/29th 
and 1202/30th.(Capt. S.l 1009B/1 to TAKU (R) Greek S/M NEREUS, 
G. in C. Med. Gapt. (S) 10, s/Ms on patrol.) Proceed to patrol within 35 of Elamhonisi, S.W. Crete keep 

South of 035° 30' N. until further orders.
Capt. S.l 1517B/1 to TAKU.)
W.D. Note.- Cancelled "by 2022B/2, q,.v.)

ALBARO, A. Italian Tanker ALBARO arrived Istanbul Nov. 
SZEGED, 1st from Constanza loaded for Aegean. No 
OSSAG. indication yet when voyage will be continued.

B. SZEGED sailed for Bourgas Nov. 1st.C. My 1030C/51. OSSAG entered Black Sea 9 hours 
G.M.T. Oct. 31st but put back to Bosphorus 4 hours later.
Z.B. failed to contact ALBARO escort.(S.O^I.) Istanbul 1020C/l.to S.O.(l) Mediterranean, S.l 

(R) D.N.I.)My 1030/31. OSSAG now anchored Istanbul claiming tanks. Submitted as this tanker was formerly employed by Shell Company 
latter may have claims outstanding which might enable arrest to 
be effected through Turkish Courts.

(S.0.(I.) Istanbul 1804C/1 to D.N.I.)

P.43.P.37.
Departure.
(V.A. Malta 1057A/1 to Admty. etc.)

Cositrep 573. Part 2. Air.
(C. in C. M.E. 1200 G.M.T./l.)

Libya. Report graded B.O. Rommel was instructed by 
German General Staff to fall back on prepared 
positions at Mersa Matruh when our attack developed but refused. He was told he must assume 
responsibility for his decision.(S.O.Cl.) Istanbul 1210C/1 to S.O.(l) Mediterranean, 
D.N.I.)

Hospital
Ship.

Following has been read 32.17 N. 24.58 E. 090° 
15 knots, Hospital Ship 10,000 tons.
(A/C Call Sign R5PL 1233B/1.)

U/B At 1025A/lst, 1 S/M P.C. and S. 037° 10’ N. 
019° (?30') E. 150° 12 knots.(V.A. Malta 1247A/1 to C. in C. Med. (R) Capt. 
(S) 1, S/Ms on Patrol.)

TAKU,
Aegean.

/Cositrep ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - contd.
8. Halifaxes and (2) Liberators bombed Maleme 
aerodrome Crete starting large fires and 
explosions.
9. Request no publicity to following. During 
day 30/10, aircraft sighted a submarine North-

East of Port Said. One good attack made with Torpex depth 
charges but no results observed. H.M. ships subsequently 
continued attacks and submarine surfaced and surrendered during 
following night. Submarine later sank.
(0. in C. M.E. 1805 G.M.T./l.)

Malta Air 
Report.

1.84 1/11 C.S.R. Malta. Part 1. Night 3l/lst. 
No enemy activity. 1st. 1105 hours. 12 
Spitfires Airbo rne for raids which turned back 
before reaching Malta. 18 Spitfire Sorties on 
reconnaissance patrols North of Malta. No 
sightings.
(A.H.Q. Malta 1810/1.)

Attacks on 
U/Bs.

A.M. 1916/9/7/42. Assesments of attacks on 
u /b s , Nos.357 to 394 inclusive, June to 
August 1942.
(C. in C. Med. 1829B/1) See Lion Copy.

U. 559
(sunk 30/10)

Ref. C. in C. Med. 1043/31st Oct. (Situation 
report re sinking of U-boat etc.) Following 
advance information has been obtained from 
survivors. Grade A.l.

(A) 7 German U-Boats were concentrated in Western Mediterranean 
for attack on FURIOUS 28th and 29th Oct. Ant additional 2 
boats were withdrawn from Levant for this attack but do not 
appear to have passed Messina by 29th Oct.
(B) U.559 was operating alone in Eastern Med. when sunk.
(0) 14 German U-Boats (? in all) are mentioned as operating 
in Mediterranean between 21st Sept, and 29th Oct.
(S.O.I. Med. 1915B/1 to Admty. etc.)
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1829B /lst November

IN

Ftfom Commander-In-Chief Mediterranean Station*

--------- -— nq / t , ___________
Date 2.11*42. 
Reed. 1747

Addressed Admiralty* B,A,I),Washington. ‘*v &

iO l. ACM* 1916 /9 /7 /19U2, paragraph n in e. HT ^  vy.lj,
(A) 357 (B) ;U18p (G) GLOXINIA (D) 32, 28. N.

23 . 6* X{Z 34. 51. E.
(A) 353 (B) 1515. (0) BEAUFORT (D) 32. 07. IT.

17* 3»42. 32 .  46 . e .

(A) 359 (B) 1150. ( 0) AMBER (d) 31 .  24. n .
14. 5o42 HYACINTH 32. 29, E.

(A) 360 (B) 0128. (C) PAKENHAM (D) 31. 33. N.
16* 7 .4 2 . 33. 4L. E.

(A) .7 51 (B>. 1133. (G) PROTEA (D) 32. 51. N.
8*42. 34. 52.  E.

<A) 362 (B) 0036, (G) 815 Sqdn, (D) 31. 39. N.
9 .6 , 42. Swordfish. 27.  26. E.

( a ) 363 (B) 2146. (c )  815 Sqdn,(D) 31 .  34.  n .
10. 6 .42 . Swordfish, 26. 50. E.

(A) 364 (B) 0208 (C) 815 Sqdn.(:$) .32 . 10. N,
22. 6, 42.  Swordfish. . 26. 51. e .

( “ ) 365 (B) 1915 (0)13(11).SqOnjfc) 31. 23.  N.
29. 0,42 Blenheim. 30.  01, .E ,

(a ) 366 (B ).i0 5 W l/(o ) 700 Sqdn.(D) ,33.  06.N.
. . 1 . 1.4 2 , Walrus. 34, 01 e.
( a) 367 (B) 1665 ( 0) 47 Air ilcl^D) 31. 47.N

W  (Bt'Jin (C) W l i N S  ik of *
/ / . ° » 7*42# Blenheim 24,  15 E.
(A) 369 (3)^1600 (G) 13 ( h) Sqdn.(D) 034, degs

а. / . 4<j. Blenheim Has El Tin
(A) 370 (B) 0307 ( 0) „

б . 7 . 4 2 /  S q d n .^ *  '< D> &  g j

( « )  S71 ( ^ 0 9 2 4  ( 0) V S j I cI * ] ) )  82.  04 JJ.

(A) <»)?.&£ (=) <,

( Ei. F,

a x  - — Hudson <7o ^  „
^ 3ydn 32* 36» N*(E) ( K)UY5 24 ,7 .42 , Blenheim 34.  50 E* P K

01*2 A  A) 374,



a  , i n ,Iv
... Y

P )

P i •nr £.

(A) 389 

(A) 390 

(A) 391 

( a) 392 

(A) 393 

( a) 394

(B)J 0512 ’
25. 7.42. 

(B) 0933
2.‘j » 7 *42. 

(B) 2139 
25.7*42. 

(b ) ;1529
27.7.42. 

(b ) 0730°
28.7.1:2.

(b ) 150?o
29o / ol;*2« 

(B) 1112.
3®6»A2o

(b ) C539 
4*3.42. 

( b ) 0130.
4.8.42*

(b ) n o
10 o 8 .42 

(3 ) 2004 ? 
12 . 6.42. 

(3) 0413
14.8.42.

(3) 0046
18 08.12 . 

(3 ) j!22 
20*8.42. 

(B) 1832
21. 8.42. 

(b ) 0610
22.8.42. 

(3 ) 082*q.
23. 8.42.

(E) 1337 
24.8.12*

(b ) 1301
25.3.42. 

(3) 1512
25o0.l2. 

(B) 1218 
'26.8.42.

(0) 47 A.E. (D) 32. 35. N.
* Wellesley 34* 05 .3. 

(C) 13 (II) 3qdn.(B)32. 45 N.
Blrjiihcira. 34. 38 E.

(c) 221 SqGn. (d)32. 07 N.
Wellington 34* 19 E. 

(C) 47 A.B. (D)32. 21 N. 
Wellesley. 33* 51 E.

(c) 13 (H);;qtoe(i))32» 23
Blenhe-m? 34. 32 E. 

(C) 13 (ll)S rjA^(D )32i 30 N.
j'v. 20 E.

( 0

(c)

(0 )

(3)380 35 N.
>4. 39 E. 

(D)323 08 N.
29. 50 E. 

(3)31* 45 N.
29. 59 E. 

(3)210 legs.
% J p * „

(B) '31.58 N. 
. 34.06 E.
(d) 3 1. 57 N.

34* l8 E. 
(3)32. 33 N. 

32. 57 E.

(E) -  F.
) Y8 (/.)

(3) -  F.

Blenheim*
(c) 4/ j-'ioE.)

Wellesley 0
(G) 815 Sq*!#

Swordfish.
815 Sqdn.
Swordfish.

(C) 700 Sqdn.
Walrus 
$21 Sqdn.
Wellington 
815 Sqdn.
Swordfish.

(C) 815 Sqdn.
Swordfish. . _

(C) 13 (li)Sqdn.(D)32» 15 N 
Blenheim 34» 41 E. 

(C) 47 3.E. (D)51. 48 N.
Wellesley. 34. 04 E. 

(C) 221 Sqdn. (b )33U 15 N.
Wellington ^  33. 30 E. 

(0) 13 (H)Sqdn.(D) 34.34 N.
Blenheim. 34* k7_ E. 

(c) 15 S.A,E.P.(d)32. 33 N.
Sqdn.Bislcy. ?8» 10 B.

(0) 15 ,S* A* -4 F. (3) 32 . 03 N.
SodruBisley. 31* 40 E. 

(O) 15 S. 3. -'-.E. (3)32. 16 N.
Sqdn.Bieley 31* 50 E. 

(0) 47 A. 3. (D)31. 26 N.
Wellesley. 33* 30 E.

• \ ) ♦

1st Lord.
1st S.L, (2) 
0* IT# i*# o# 
iU Ge A I# *4* S.
/• G# li# S#
1̂4 G#Î # S# (li) 

C# N# co# 15*) 
C# N# &• l T v 

^G.N.S. (W) 
-IT# -i# Xst S# L# 
0ps*(3)
0#D# ( 5 ) x 
Q . I .G . ( 2 ) 
D.N.I. ( 5 )
D. of P .(3 ) 
D.S.D, (2; 
A ir  Branch. 
D. *1. D. 
G .C .L .S .
D, A. C. D*

£n d s.

18293/1.

11.(2)
D.M.S.
D. 143. Citadel.
D. 7/3. W. (-/3. w. o73/4 2)
U.3.N. ( 3)
Ad. Blake.
Ad. Ushorne.
I.P. (3 )

_____



SECRET,43 0/6 th IT ov on b e r

Fron (J, in 0. Mediterranean. 
_____________Naval Cypher XL) by N/T.

Date 1 0.11 »42. 
Recd.1 814*

Addressed Aduiralty repeated B.A.D. Washington.
T

Your 1226A/4. Reference uy 1829/1 .

Iten  366 i s . .

(B) 0544/1/7/42,.

(O) 700 Gqdn. Valrus.

(D) 33 06 Worth 34 01 East.

19 L

(D) O.

Iten  373

( b ) 0752/24/7/42..2?3 Sqdn.Blonhoin

(D) 32 36 North 34 30 East.

(E) E..

Iten  383

(3 ) 1110/10/8/42

(O) 709';-UcLdn.Walrus.

(D) 210 degs. Tyre 5 T

(E) F.

Iten3389.

( 3 ) 0610/22/8/42

(O) 221 Eq.dn. W ellington.

(D) 32 13 North 33 .30 East.

(25) D.

Iten  390

(B) 0849/23/8/42.

( 0) 13(H) Eqdn.Blcnhcin.

(D) 32 34 North 34 47 East. 

(23) H.

1430/6.
1st Lord 
1 st E .L .(2 ) 
G.N.n.U.

/ originated by War Registry  
requesting rep e tition  o f itens
I C C  -2-7-2 -ra-7' -,Or>  . . .  J  . . .

wi *c. N.A. G. 0. in G# lied .’ s 1829/1
V. G. n . e . 0, D. (5) G.C.L.G. nd.Blalce
Ji 4 G. n. i-J« (H) 0. 1 . G.(2h D * n * G.D. rtd.UiS’c .me
wi •C.N*vJ. (f ) D. N. M s r M(2) 1.3?. (3 )
ui . G.N.U. ( t ) D. of' i '- (3 ) D.M.G. '/.<Sdr—— '
ii «G.N.u. (V) D. 3 •3 .(2 ) D.II.G. Git *»
IT# « 1 st G.L. A ir Br. D.n/s. v, (A/3.W. 673/42)
OpG %13) D.N. .i.n. u.a.N. ( 3)



MOST SECRET

1.11.1942.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Patrols "Bitter" and "Mild" are being moved 80 
miles on a bearing 115° from present position. 
Proceed at best speed to conform.
(F.0. Ceylon, 0232Z/1 to Force Q, (R) HAWKINS, 
C. in C. E.F., N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll.)

Departure at 0345^1st.
(N.O.I.C. Trincomalee, 0350Z/1 to Admty., etc.)

Intend keeping wireless watch as follows:
(1) On sailing 0800Z/2nd broadcast J and group 
N.U. Group N.U not expected to be 100% readable 
before 1700Z/3rd.

( 2 ) At 1500Z/4th shift from broadcast J to Group V.
(3; Watch will also be maintained on broadcast S.L. to ascertain 
its performance.
C. in C. E. F., 0859Z/1 to Dep. C. in C. E.F. , C. in C. S.A. ,
R) F.O. Ceylon, Admty., N.O.I.C. Durban, F.O. 2 in C. E.F.)

Force Q. Force Q has now been disbanded.
(N.O.I.C. Colombo, 1130Z/1 to S. & A East Indies 
Station.)

Air Report. Intelligence Summary for 1st November.
(a) 31st October. 1 Blenheim bombed, hit 
building and destroyed River Schooner Kyauktaw. 

Small craft vicinity M/Gunned. One Blenheim bombed Kalemyo. 
Buildings hit.
(A.H. Q. India, 1152Z/1.)

War Diary.

Patrols 
"Bitter", 
"Mild".

ASTER.

Eastern 
Fleet W/T.

MAURITIUS, MAURITIUS arrived and left. ENTERPRISE arrived.
ENTERPRISE. (N.O.I.C. Seychelles, 1400Z/1 to Admty., etc.)

Shipping,
Lourenco
Marques.

Pass to N.C.S.Os. Ships other than transports 
and hospital ships bound for Durban are to be 
routed to Lourenco Marques to wait there until 
called forward. Ships are to be given complete 
route onward to Durban from Lourenco Marques to 
avoid unnecessary delay.
(C. in C. E.F. , 1849Z/1 to E.I. Stn.)

Port F. My 1355/15 (re development of Port F.) H.H.
Jam Sahib of Nawanagar leaves U.K. shortly. 
Can any report be made yet?
(Hd. of M., 1945A/1 to C. in C. E.F.)



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

30
1.11.1942.Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

ESSO
MANHATTAN.

America and West Indies.
Masta 1+035. Ref. Masta 391+5, next voyage of 
ESSO MANHATTAN from Curacao to Freetown will 
be on Admiralty account and therefore should be 
added to list of vessels on Admiralty Service. 
Presume para. 1 of Amast 3187 will apply.
(M.W.T. , 0015/1 to British Merchant Shipping Mission Washington via Sparks New York.)

U/B
Positions. C.E.S.F’s 1950/31.

(Comnaveu, 0357/1 to Admty.)

U/B. Following received. Intercept 0327 G.M.T. 500 
k/cs de NAU (S. Juan, Puerto Rico) XXX C Q F I 
Radio Trinidad CK 9 urgent war warning sub. 
sighted 06.57 N. 58.03 W. at 2205?31/G. C. T. (Lands End Radio, 01+30/1 to Admty.)(Gallon Head Radio, Oi+38/1 to Adm. Lyness.)

U/Bs. D/F bearings between 02C9Z/1st and 0652Z/1st 
indicate at least 2 submarines in your vicinity. 
(N.S.H.Q., 0916z/1 to T.U. 21+.1.14, T.U. 22+. 1 • 18.1+, C.O.A.C., C.O.N.F. , (R) Admty., S.B.N.0.W. A., Opnav.)

T. 23. Departure U.S. Cruisers OMAHA, MARBLEHEAD, U.S.
Destroyers DAVIS, JOUETT, U.S. Seaplane lender 
OSMOND INGRAM, U.S. Destroyer* ELLIS ,‘mBGfeR, 
escorting convoy T. 23. V"> —(N.O.I.C. Trinidad, 1002Q/1 to S. B.N. 0.W.A., (R) Admty., etc.)

Sailing telegrams.
(B.R.L.O. Trinidad, 111+7Q/1, 1H+9Q/1.) &

1— -/W/» l ■% »

. * »  + *  « L . /

Movements 1800 G.M.T./1st.
Summary. Ship Position Course Speed

V * '
QUEEN OF 
. BERMUDA 28^° N. 28^° W. 340° 11+
A.T.28 5ki° N. 38^° W. 12° N. 56° W.

030° 265-
ILEX 080° 16
REGENT 36|° N. 70° W. 299° 11+Convoys on passage to operational area:-
K.M.S. 2 1+7° N. 27° W. 180° 7(D.O.D.(P), 1055Z/1, 1851+Z/1 to Opnav, (R) 
Comnaveu.)

G. A.T. 17. Arrival U.S. Ship BRECKENRIDGE, U.S. Gunboat 
ERIE, U. S.P.C. 1+95, 566. 609 escorting G. A. T. 17* (N.O.I.C. Trinidad, 1102Q/1 to 3. B.N.O.W. A. ,
(R) Adraty. , etc.)

/ U/B ...



MOST SECRET

31
1.11.191+2.

War Diary. Sunday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.
U/B Dropped pattern on doubtful contact in position
attacked. 01+6° 20’ N. 060° 10’ W.

(VISVALU (sic) VTSON intended, 1135Z/1 to 
N.O.I.C. Sydney C.B., (R) C.T.F. 2l+, Admty. , 
Connav, etc.)

Following received. (Begins). N.O.I.C. Sydney C.B. (R)
A.I.G.302 from VISON. Dropped pattern on known contact in 
position 01+6° 20’ N. 060° 10’ W. 31+2° 1125Z/1st. Tentative 
classification non-submarine. Am continuing search.
T.0.0. 1220Z/1 st. (Ends.) />.31
(N.O.I.C. Sydney C.B., 1337Z/1 to C.T.F. 2l+.)

Shipping Connav’s 201+1/31 informs as follows:
Casualties. Serial No. 31. October 25th DOMINION HALSYD

sunk near Portsmouth N.H. probably as result 
of collision with APOHAQUI. APOHAQUI towed 
Portsmouth.

October 29th GDYNIA, H. X. 212 torpedoed axjprox. 55 N. 23 W. 
October 29th J.A. MOFFETT JR. salvaged towed to Key West.
Had been torpedoed and beached July 8th.
October 30th ABOSSO torpedoed 1+8.30 N. 28.50 W.
(Comnaveu, 1211+/1 to Admty.)

PRIMERO 
(sunk 25th 
October.)

Norwegian PRIMERO torpedoed and abandoned 131+0 
G.M.T./25th 013-08 N. 053-55 W. Master and 37 
landed Trinidad 31st, two missing.
(S.0.(1.) Jamaica, 1217R/1 to Admty., etc.)
W.D. Note:- Cominch 2022/1 gives position 13° 
38’ N. 53° 55’ W.

U/B
Positions.

U/B.

Special estimate etc. 
(Cominch 1353/1.)
See North Atlantic.

V

Following has been read. 1/11 corrected position 
of submarine 50° 25’ N. 1+9° 1+0’ W*
(Halifax W/T, 11+20 G.M.T./1 to C. in C. W.A. ,
E.C. Londonderry, Admty.)

Trawlers. Admty. 1950/28 (Trawlers to be sent to Halifax
for working up.) B.A.T.M's 2139/29th and 
Admty. 1319/31st are passed to C.O.A.C., F.O.N.F. 

and N.O.I.C. Quebec for necessary action.
2. On arrival at Halifax of these ships report by signal to 
Admiralty. A. - Defects or uncompleted items. B. - Number 
of days to complete A. C. - Date on which working up will 
be completed. D. - Proposal for sailing either as additional 
escort for convoy or direct to Londonderry in Paris (as received 
pairs intended?)
(N.S.H.Q., 11+30Z/1 to C.O.A.C.)

/GURNARD ...



MOST SECRET

1.11.1942.War Diary. Sunday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.
GURNARD. C.T.F.25 2046/31. U.S. Submarine Notice.

GURNARD departs position 7 miles East of Montauk 
Point 2330/1st November. All times Z, all 

dates November, at 14 knots on the surface. Diving at 
discretion. Proceeding to arrive position A. 38*49 N. 70.27 W. 
1000/2. Thereafter at 12 knots on surface in darkness and 2.5 
knots submerged by day proceeds through position B. lat. 38.12 
long. 66.23 at 2330/3. Thence on the surface advancing 300 
miles per day. Diving at discretion will pass points following 
at times and dates indicated.
C. 39.37 N. 43.51 ff. 1200/7. D. 46.50 N. 33.30 W. 1400/9.
E. 52° 26° 2030/10. Submarine will report if ahead of 
estimated position 50 miles or if 100 astern. Likewise if 
more than 15 miles either side of track or if route is changed. 

(Corainch, 1530Z/1 to Cinclant, Admty.)
My 1602/1st. Departure of U.S.S. GURNARD delayed 24

hours.
(Cominch, 2358/1 to A.I.G. 304, etc.)

U/B S/M estimate November 1st and U.S. Submarine
Positions. Notice.

(Cominch, 1602/1, 1603/1, 1615/1, 1616/ 1 , 
1617/1 , 1856/1.)

Preliminary D/F bearing indicates U-Boat has 
made contact report in your vicinity at l6l7Z/1st 
(N.S.H.Q. , 16203/1 to C.T.U. 24.1.14, C.O.A.C., 

F.O.N. F. , (R) Admty., S. B. N. 0. W. A. , Opnav.) 
Further transmission between 1259Z/1st and I826z/1st indicates 
that you are still being shadowed.
(N.S.H.Q., 2022Z/1 to C.T.U. 24.1.14, C.T.U. 24-1.16, C.O.A.C., 
F.O.N.F. , (R) Opnav, Admty., S. B.N. 0. W. A. )

U/B.
s.c. 107.

Movements. 24.1.3 in U.S.S.* CAMPBELL, U.S.S. BADGER, 
TRILLIUM, ROSTHERN*arrived from H.X. 21 2.*A*0«. W  

ALBERNI, SUMMERSIDE, VILLE DE QUEBEC standing 
on to U.K.
(C.T.G. 
Admty.,

24.7, 1715Z/1 to C.T.F. 24, (R) Connav, 
etc.)

Tankers, Your 2212/29th to B. A. D.
Gulf Ports. BRITISH DILIGENCE sailed 190CZ/31st for Mobile 

via N.K. route ’’Bard” and K.H. route "Work". 
E.T.A. 8th November S. of A. 10^ knots.
S.P. 02413 (97).
(B.R.L.O. New York, 1730Z/1 to Admty.)

Movements. Departure 1st November U.S. A.T. FREDERICK C.
JOHNSON. U.S. SJS.C. 666, S.C. 670.
(S.O.(I) Kingston, 1741R/1 to Admty., etc.)

/ S/ii R. 1 . ..
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War Diary,
FOREIGN STATIONS.

1.11.1942.
Sunday.

America & West Indies. - Gontd.
S/M R.l. S/M Estimate Nov.1st . My I6l6/lst R.l. departed

North West point anchorage area lOOOZ/lst course 
319° average speed 9 submerging at will, E.T.A. 
Bermuda 1200Z/2nd.
(C. in C.U.S. Fleet, 1755/1).

A.T.21. Sailing Telegram
(Radio Washington, 1805/51).

U/B. Am over enemy S/M j>7.35 N. l.j>8 E. have attacked
attacked. with torpedoes?

(A/C Call Sign ? 1845/1 to A/C Y70).

My 1843/12 and Admty lp02/28 which is being 
passed you. Sailing KING HAAKON VII 1700Z/1 to 
St.John’s N.F. escorting TSAKW0O® routed through 
(j) IjH-OO N. 62.10 W. (KJ 46.10 N. 52.30 W. (L) 47.3 
N. 52.20 W. speed 8.5 knots. E.T.A. St.Johns 

1100Z/4. W/T Watch 105 K/Cs.
2. Request KING HAAKON VII be sailed to U.K. as additional 
escort for S. C. 108.
(C.O.A.C. 1922Z/1 to F.O.N.F.).

KING
HAAKON
VII.

Sub Attack A. PRIMERO Two Torpedo Hits. 13.38 N. 53.55 W.
& Sighting 1540Z/25. /=>.3/
Summary. B. LAWRENCE chased by Sub. 07.03 N. 58.07 W. 2204Z

31. S/M sighted 50.15 N. 49.25 W. 1250Z/1.
C. U.S.S. Stff$fil££ attacks Sound Contact 17.50 N. 

73.39 W. 18132/17.Oct.
D. U.S.S.BAIN^BRIDGE Sound Contact 22 N. 73.44 W. 1620Z/1.
VISON attacks Sound Contact 46.20 N. 60.10 W. 1125Z/1. /a. 3/
(Cominch 2022/1 to Admty (R) N.S.H.Q.).

U/B. 5,5. QUEEN 
ELIZABETH.

U-Boat D/F 1936Z/1 in vicinity 053.30 N. 036.00’ W 
accuracy within 100 miles, frequency 10510 k/ c s . 
ENIGMA, 30 groups.
(N.S.H.Q. 225OZ/ 1  QUEEN ELIZABETH, (R) Admty).

EMPIRE M.of W.T. wish to embark women and children in
GRACE. SS. EMPIRE GRACE for passage Bermuda to U.K.

2. In view of infrequency of opportunities 
of this nature request you will endeavour to 

obtain U.S. agreement to sail EMPIRE GRACE with women and 
children up to half lifeboat capacity Bermuda to U.K. direct. 
3.Lifeboat capacity of EMPIRE GRACE is 110 plus crew, speed 
15ir knots.
4.Ship is due Balboa 1st Nov.
(D.O.D.(F) 225SA/1 to B.A.D,).
U.S.authorities agree (B.A.D. 2221/2).



MOST SECRET.

1.11.1942.
War Diary. Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia & New Zealand.
Situation. Digest Serial No. 283 31st Oct. Aerial R/C Oct.31s 

indicates 47 vessels including 2 heavy Cruisers,
2 light cruiser, 15 destroyers, 3 Seaplane Tenders 

15 Merchant Ships, 3,000 - 9,000 tons (total approx. 77,000 tons
1 Minelayer, 1 possible Military Landing Craft Carrier, 8 
unidentified Vessels Buin Faisi Area.
2.One 3,000 ton Cargo Vessel reported stationary jO miles South 
Kavieng Oct.31st.
3. 9 B.17s attacked shipping Rabaul early morning j>lst Oct, 1 
unidentified vessel on fire other vessels possibly damaged.
(4) Photographic R/C Rabaul Area Oct. j>lst_indicates j o Vessels 
including 2 light cruisers, 2 destroyers, 3 Auxiliary Vessels 
(5,000 -^7,000 tons) 1 Seanlane Tender, 2 possible Military 
Landing Craft Carriers. 5/7,000 tons, 20 Merchant Vessels 
((3/10,000 tons) totalling approx. 120,000 tons) 3 smaller 
Merchant Vessels, also two half stink, Destroyers in Harbour,
5 small unidentified vessels and 3 small torpedo boats. 12 
bombers, 45 fighters, Lakunai Aerodrome. 1 heavy Cruiser, 1 
Destroyer sighted 70 miles N.W. Rabuul, 1 medium, 1 small 
Cargo Vessel sighted 15 miles North Rabaul. B.17 on R/C 
Rabaul intercepted by 11 fig iters. 3 possibly destroyed.
5. 24 Fighters landed Lae evening Oct.jjlst. Reported to 
Oct.50th, Japanese consolidating defence perimeter, Lae Area.
6.One Catalina attacked Lae and Salamaua Area early morning 
Oct.31st. Results not observed.
7. Three B.25s attacked enemy Motor Transports Gona Area 
Oct.31st. Results not assessed.
8. Allied advance continued at dawn Octolst towards Kokoda.
9. Three A.20s attacked Naru Area (j> miles N.N.W.Alola) Oct.51st 
Results not observed.
10. Merchant Vessels departed Dilli Oct. 30th. 4 enemy
Aircraft Dilli Aerodrome Oct.31st. 2 Hudsons attacked Dilli
p.m.0ct/51st bombs dropped Aerodrome Area.
11. Land activity Timor Area. Japanese parties ambushed
Manatuto Area Oct.29th. 57 Enemy casualties. 400 Japanese
reported Bobonaro Oct.50th. Unconfirmed report Japanese 
proceeding to Beaco 30/10.
12. Two Merchant Vessels sighted Ambon Bay R/C noon j>lst Oct.
13. 9 B.17s attacked shipping Buin Faisi Area early a.m. ^lst Oc
2 direct hits and 2 near misses on possible heavy Cruiser, 
explosion seen. 1 direct hit on Merchant Vessel, 2 near 
misses on Light Cruiser.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 0753Z/1 to Admty etc).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Indefinite estimate at 1300A/1. 
(D.D.I.C. 1449A/1, 1504A/1).
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Home Commands.
Operation. CHIDDINGFOLD, LEDBURY and MIDDLETON arrived at
SE. Sullom Voe at 0908A today.

At 1025 today SS.KAOLACK made a submarine 
distress signal in kl° 18* N. 13° 32’ W and 
reported that a U-Boat was about to attack her. 
The message was cancelled at 1109 G.M.T. The 
S/M was P.556 (See 31st October.)
Two groups of E-Boats operated off East Anglia 
last night, but no visual contact was made with 
them. It is thought that one group was 
searching for a convoy and the other possibly 
minelaying. Visibility was low with rain.
SS.GDYNIA, reported torpedoed on 29th October in 
Convoy H.X. 2l2 arrived in the Clyde today.

North Atlantic.
The monitor ROBERTS from South Atlantic Station 
arrived at Gibraltar this morning.
JAMAICA arrived at Gibraltar this afternoon 
from the U.K.
AVON VALE, BEAGLE, BOADICEA, OPPORTUNE, 
BRILLIANT, BULLDOG, LOOKOUT, PANTHER, PENN and 
PUCKSRIDGE sailed from Gibraltar at 1600A today.
Trawlers POLRUAN, STORNOWAY, FELIXSTOWE,
CLACTON, ROTHESAY and RHYL sailed from 
Gibraltar at 2000A today.
The patrol positions^ of S/tJs of 8th Flotilla 
are given in Capt.(s) 8,193UA/2 and I836A/5 .
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South Atlantic.

C. in C.S.A. gave orders today that ships of unde 
10 knots are to he routed as closely as possible 
to the coast between Capetov/n and Lourenco 
Marques. Navigation lights are not to be shown 
East of 20° E.
C. in C.Eastern Fleet is sailing corvette 

*JASMINE for Durban now and asks C. in C.S.A. 
to keep NIGELLA for the present. *• 5^/^A . i*. A
SS.EMPIRE ZEAL is reported to have been 
torpedoed and shelled and sunk at 0558Z today 
in 6° 50' S. 30° k5' W.

Mediterranean.
Four M.T.Bs simulated landings offRas Gibeysa 
and Ras el Daba last night. There were no 
damage or casualties to our forces.
Torpedo and bomber Wellingtons were dispatched 
last night to attack a southbound convoy of 2 
merchant vessels with naval escort south of 
Crete. The escort vessels only were located and 
hits with bombs are reported on 2 destroyers 
and near misses on another. One torpedo Welling' 
ton attacked a suspected "Condottieri" Glass 
cruiser, but did not see the result. Beauforts 
and Beaufighter escort were despatched to make 
a day attack on the cenvoy and hit with torpedo 
a 5,000 ton merchant ship North of Tobruk and 
set it heavily on fire. One Beaufighter and 2 
Beauforts were shot down by enemy fighters over 
the convoy.
Five American B.17s bombed Tobruk harbour this 
afternoon: a 2,000 ton merchant ship was seen
burnt out next day.
ENDEAVOUR went aground this morning in the 
outer harbour, Port Berenice (about 550 miles 
N.N.W. of Port Sudan)
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America & West -indies.

U-Boat In his bi-weekly U-Boat Trend No.5 of 31st
Trend. October Oominch states that the withdrawal

of U-Boats from all U.S. Sea Frontiers indicates 
strategic redistribution. Resumption of 
operations in the above areas are unlikely 
for at least 2 weeks. Shipping lanes South of 
20° N. and in the South Atlantic are likely to 
be attacked this winter, submarines being 
refuelled at sea. North Atlantic convoy 
routes will continue to be attacked by U-Boat 
packs. The total number in the Atlantic is 
106, of which 5 6 are in the U.S area. (With 
regard to the first sentence above, there is a 
considerable concentration of U-Boats at 
present in the Eastern Atlantic).

SS. PLM 27 and ROSE CASTLE were torpedoed and 
sunk in 1+7° 56' N. 52° 57’ W in Wabana Harbour 
(Conception Bay) at 0605Z today.

S.C.107
9 ships 
torpedoed.

i cf-e? a. / Cl_ ,

Mass attacks by U-Boats were made on Convoy 
S.C.107 from 0034 onwards today, when the 
convoy was about 3 6 0 miles east of Belle Isle.
The following shins were tornedoed: EMPIRE
SUNRISE( at 003U in 51° 56' N, 1+6° 12* W) , MOUNT 
PELION, RINGS, MARITIMA, HARTINGTONx EMPIRE 
LEOPARD, EMPIRE ANTELOPE, DALCROY all in approx 
52° N. 1+5° W. and SS. PARTHENON at 16U5Z in 
52° 59’ N i^° 2 ’ W in low visibility. At 1711Z 
VANESSA was detached from the escort of H.X.21p 
to reinforce S.C.107 and laterMme U.S.Destroyers 
INGHAM, LEARY and SCHENCK were sailed to augment 
the escort.(TITUS See 3rd November).

Australia & New Zealand.
Nine Marauders attacked Dilli(Timor) today and 
caused much damage ashore.
Fortresses attacked a convoy at 0800Z today in 6' 
l+O’ S. 150° E. (South of New Britain) causing a 
fierce fire in a transport which was seen at 
2200Z/2 and again at 0500Z/3 in approximately 
the same position.
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IRMA.

[I]
PPolicy. / .

X :  i ' }n*/xii-  > * . ) -  v—- 
C. in C ’s 1911/24. Danish fishing vessel IRft 
now at Greenock would "he suitable. It is 
proposed that

IRMA be administered by Scapa drifter pool.
Present Danish crew be retained provided they have necessary 

passes to enter protected area.
(3) Work of fitting out storeroom and workshop in hold and 
building small cabin on deck be undertaken at Scapa.
(4) 220 volt approximately 3 kilowatt generator set be supplied 
for fitting in vessel.
A.C.O.S. and A.S. Orkneys concur in 1, 2 and 3. If approved 
request vessel may be allocated and item 4 supplied.
(R.A.D. 0007/2 to Admty.)

JfO

Irish Ships. W.A. 2477/0053/55 of 1st September 1942 and W.A.
2732/0053/55 of 26th September 1942. With the 
heavy movements of shipping now taking place it 

is considered highly undesirable that these small Irish ships 
should be allowed to enter Milford Haven. It is urgently 
requested therefore that N.C.S.O's concerned be instructed to 
route outward and inward bound vessels from and to Eire to 
Fishguard for search.
(G. in C. W.A. 1744A/2 to Admty.)

SOUTHERN
FLOWER.

/rr.T . v  ,Your 2029/31. Do you wish SOUTHERN FLOWER 
to pay off. My 2109/26/2 refers.n ~  /v.-W 2>. 
(D.P.S. 1908A/2 to A.G.I.G.)

Co-operation with U.S.A.
Routeing of Following from C.T.G. 34.11. Begins. Because 
U.S. positions indicated in paragraph three cast in my
Submarines. operations order two - forty two are in an area

of shipping congestion substitute following 
"Admiralty will route submarines from offensive 

patrol stations on line Cape Sim - Madeira and from off Dakar to 
Base two Roseneath Scotland. When submarines are released by 
Comtaskfor 34 routeing instructions will be issued by Admiralty. 
Should these not be received by 24 hours prior to reaching P.L.E. 
individual submarines will request instructions". Cancel para
graphs cast and dog of order two - forty two. This has been 
cleared with and delivered Admiralty and Comtaskgroup 31.8. 
Originated by Peterson. Ends.
(D.O.D. (H.) 2301A/2 to T.G. 34.1.)
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OXFORDSHIRE.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.
Hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE should be sailed for 
Gibraltar for orders on 4th November to arrive 
on 9th.

'n G r J x IS  • 'J U O V J i i/ o  o u  JLi-L v e i  y u u  ±  • j
G. in G. Nore's 1928/1. Intend sailing TIGRIS at 1800/7 

Nov. unescorted diving "by day for position (h) 043° 00' 012° 30’. 
E.T.A. 1400/12. Routed Q Z S 284 and 293,thence throughIa) 050° 34’ 001° 50’ (b) 180° Start Point 25 miles 
c) 180° Lizard Head 40 miles (d) 049° 15* 008° 30’ 
e) 049° 10' 012° 00*(f) 047° 00* 012° 10' 
g) 045° 00’ 012° 20’
2) thence TIGRIS proceeds to Gibraltar as ordered by P.O.G.N.A. 

(Capt. S.5 0035A/2.)
P.223. Arrived P.223.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0946A/2.)

VERSATILE. Turn over convoy to H.M.S. WOLSEY and part company 
so as to arrive Rosyth by 1700.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1105A/2 to VERSATILE.)

P.339
P.49.

Arrived P.339 and P.49 escorted by JAN VAN GSLDER. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1116A/2.)

26th E.G. Request if possible Canadian corvettes of 26th 
Escort Group be sailed On completion to assemble 
Moville for exercise by November 17th.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 1207A/2.)

CARLISLE. ’7hen ready for sea request you will sail CARLISLE 
for Scapa to work up.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1250A/2 to C. in C. Plymouth.

W. A.
Command.

Situation at 1956A/2. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1359A/2) 
See Lion Copy.

M/S 15. My 1307/lst. Arrived. 
(N.O.I.C. Reykjavik 1616A/2.)

PLOVER. 1. It is desired to hold PLOVER available for 
further operations on the East Coast.
2. Request she may be sailed as convenient for 
Harwich or Iramingham, as preferred by C. in C. 
Nore.
(A.C.N.S. (H.) 1931A/2 to R.A.M. )

FORESTER. Sailed FORESTER for Hvalfiord, E.T.A. 1100A/4. 
(R.A.D. 1958A/2 to C.S.l.)



Addressed: Admiralty,

Section N.E. 
FORESTER

Situation at 1956A/2/lj 

58 45 03 34

#•

SrftiP
24,1.17

HARVESTERGARLANDORCHISNARCISSUSLOBELIAACONITRENONCULEKITCHENORmm

57 40 11 27

lb 58 52 06 59 16Thence H/alfJord
Tb 56 33 00 37 7ThenceNorth Channel

Section
SEVERNL.23 LA CAPRICIEUSE 55 32 05 02 To Clyde 12
3.B.32

•

P C 74KINGSTON BERYLFOXTROTMAZURKASOUTHERN BREEZE GOODY,IN

52 50 05 Oi
Mr

Southbound 9

Oonvoy DERBY COUNTY 52 34 05 03 Northbound n
H.M.56 ROSEMARY 55 09 05 02 Milfordf&ven 8
SÂ giNYX Vicinity Malin Head TbLondonderry 12

Section •

s

A.T.28 Unescorted 60 30 23 32 Tb 160.30 21 00 .Thence 57 00 16 00
t

26

Section £ 3 l
NORFOLKCtMBEHLAND • ,

51 08 19 17 Tb 4 9 01 22 02, 
4?%0h31

m

SKEENA Searching in vicinity”Of 49 20 23 20
WSLSIMAN/
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Section £LW.
WELSEMAN

(Contd.)
47 05 14 42 Tb 45 10 15 05 18

FLEET UNIT 
ARGONAUT

12 destroyers 45 59 19 40 To 39 30 18 05 16

SLAZAK Searching in vicin ity 
o f 50 11 13 20

1 M/V in 
tow o f tug

SKATE 54 10 11 36 To North
Eastward

4

K.M.S.2 LONDONDERRY 
6 Sloops
2 CUtters
3 Corvettes

42 15 26 59 To 42 00 27 00 
Thence 

38 19 20 20
8

K.M.F.2 PELICAN 
5 Sloops

55 29 10 26 To 55 17 15 20 
Thence 

51 37 24 03
114

K.X.5 GLAISDALE
BLEAN
4 Corvettes 
4 Trawlers

51 42 15 11 To 50 12 15 38 
Thence 

45 18 16 45
7

Oonvoy 24 ROTHERHAM
HOLCOMBE

40 10 25 11 To 38 22 26 30 
Thence

12

OFFA
ORIBI

35 30 30 20

W 25
RAMSEY 
PETUNIA ■ 
WOODRUFF 
CROCUS
coltsfoot

S.L.125G SWEET BRIAR 
DAHLIA

0.N.S.142 FIREDRAKE
C. T, U.
24.1.5,

RIPLEY
SUNFLOWER
LOOSESTRIFE

4 Trawlers
0. N. 143 CHAMBLY
C. T, U,
24.1.11.

EYEBRIGHT
NAPANEE
BATTLEFORD
CHILLIWACK
SHEDIAC
KENOGAMI

42 37 61 00 To

47 55 15 30 To 

55 15 18 04 To

55 43 08 10 To

50 59 16 01 7

50 00 14 00 7i
eW So oo

55 02 23 01 74

55 55 14 52 9

1 WV
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Section  S, a  ( ConU3.)

1 M/V STELLA GARINA 49 50 15 30 Lb 50 02 15 30
Thence 

55 00 10 00
04r

1359A/2.

C. N.A.S* 
V.C.N.S.
A. C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S.
A. 0. N e S.
n. a. 1s t
D. O.D*ftftft
D. 0. (2 ,
D .D .I.C , (2) 
ffl. o f  ft,
D- T. D* (3) 
D.T.D. CM)
D# xi/S« ’*.*
a  o f p . (2) 
D .N .I.TSJ 
f t  T- ft  cCj 
f t  o f a  a  , x

gamsey (2) 
ifl. Blake

v<# Jj*
a a. ai a* c. aa r

► Do i-
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Operations.
Operation GAPE ARGONA sailed for Rescue Patrol.
P.B. (S.B.N.O. Archangel 0705A/2.)

Positions of S/Ms at 0800A/3 and movements for 
follov/ing 24 hours

(A) TUNA vicinity 75° 30' N. 14° 30’ E.
(B) 0.15 vicinity 75° 10’ N . 08° 15’ E.

(P.O.S. 1747A/2 to Admty.)

Your 1527A/1 M.T.Bs returned Dartmouth.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 0836/2 to C. in C. Plymouth.) 
My 1527A/1.
2. At 1850/1 KRAKOWIAK from Plymouth and TYNEDALE 
with M.T.Bs 203, 231, 235, and 240 from Dartmouth 
joined in 160° Start 22 and proceeded in accord
ance y/ith para 3 of message quoted.

3. At 2320 KRAKOWIAK and TYNEDALE sighted and engaged Eastbound 
enemy convoy comprising 2 merchant ships each of about 2,000 
tons escorted by 3 M-Class and 1 probable trawler type in
48° 59’ N. 2° 56’ W. After scoring hits on enemy ships, one of 
which appeared to catch fire internally, destroyers disengaged 
to the N.W. at 2324 and M.T.Bs were ordered to attack.
4. At 2333 M.T.B. 231 fired 2 torpedoes at a large trawler, 
reporting a possible hit, of which there is no confirmation.
At 2334 M.T.B. 203 fired 2 torpedoes at one of the merchant ships 
at 600 yards and claims one possible hit. M.T.B.235 fired one 
torpedo at the merchant vessel but claims no hits. M.T.B.240 
lost touch and was unable to attack.
5. KRAKOWIAK having received a shell hit aft which put electrical 
communications to after guns out of action, decided to break
off the action and return to Plymouth with TYNEDALE. M.T.Bs 
returned independently to Dartmouth.
6. KRAKOWIAK suffered minor damage and 2 ratings wounded. 
TYNEDALE slight superficial damage only. No casualties or 
damage in M.T.Bs.

(C. in G. Plymouth 1541A/2.)

Operation 
H. Q.
KRAKOWIAK
damaged.

Operation Sullom Voe arrival CHIDDINGFOLD, LEDBURY,
S.E. MIDDLETON.(N.O.I.C. Lerwick 0908A/2 to A.C.O.S.)

Patrols. My 1036A/1. "Pugdog" arrived 0912A/2.
(F.O.I.C. Portland 0915A/2.)
M.L. patrol tonight.

3. Forces employed. M.L.186 (S.O) 180, and 259. i—
3. Patrol. 7 miles 065° and 245° from 130° Start 30 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-boats.5. Information. Own. Convoy W.P.242 passes Dart Buoy to 
eastward at approx. 1700/2. Enemy. E-Boats may work from
Cherbourg or Guernsey. _5. Execution. Proceed at 1330 today to patrol line, passing
through 180° Start 4 miles. Leave patrol at daylight 3rd
and proceed to Dartmouth, speed on passage not to exceed 12 knots,
7 . Codeword "Occasion".

(C. in C. Plymouth 1049A/2.)

/l. Intend
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Operations.
— Patrols- 

(contd.)
■̂ ■1. Intend to sail M.G.Bs 54 (S.O.)and 51 to

m  a  “ i  o r \  1 t j  "k  a + t w A  a w  n  ®patrol on latitude 50° 20' N, between 1°
35' W. and 2° 10’ W. tonight, leaving Weymouth 
at 1930 and patrol line at dawn. Codeword 
"Device".
(P.O.I.C. Portland 1112A/2.)

>M.T.Bs 95, 85, 84 proceed to patrol near 50° 15' N. 00°
20’ W, passing E.A.5 buoy 1830/2 and 0730/3. Codeword "Advent". 
If weather is foul return to St. Helens. 2 Chasseurs patrolling 
near E.A. 5 buov. Portland has 2 M.G.Bs patrolling between 
2° 10' W. and 1° 35' W. in 50° 20‘ N.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1146A/2 to HORNET.)
---- ^Proceed at 1645/2 as requisite to R/V with*M.L.186J* 180,
and*259 at 1800/2 in 180° Start 4 miles. Thence patrol in 
company as in my 1049A/2. N.O.I.C. Dartmouth pass my 1049A/2

— *1. M.T.Bs 95, 85, and 84 patrolling to the southward passing 
E.A.5 Buoy at 1830 and 0730/3.

-$2. M.G.Bs 54 and 51 patrolling S. of St. Albans Head leaving 
Weymouth 1930 and patrol line at dawn.
3. 2 Chasseurs patrolling near E.A.5 Buoy.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1540A/2.)
;Your 1401A/2. Sailed Jess 153.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1701/2.)
M.Ls 450 and 220 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and N.E. Spit buoys, E.T.D. 1825, E.T.R. 0740/3.
M.Ls 141 and 143 near C.one buoy. M.Ls 104, 210, 213, 125, 102 
and 101 carrying out operation N.P.51A route via No. "U" and "V" 
buoys each way E.T.D. 1845, E.T.R. 0030/3. M.G.Bs 329 and 324 
from Dover at "V" buoy in support of N.P.51A E.T.D. 1845 E.T.R. 
0030/3.

(V.A. Dover 1817A/2.)

Operation Operation carried out 2359A/lst. At 1000A 2nd
"Bluestone"-* passed ship similar to Portuguese SS ANGOLA

________ 4 ----- o ______ ~  4 T )  A  Q n / l  Q °  1 Q  * Ttf

My 1747/2 para (P), amend to read: UNBEATEN very approx. 
43° 20', 10° 18 , proceeding to Zone K.501 diving by day. 

(P.O.S. 2321/2 to Admty. )

-A & U U  sSJjyJZpS' [cm (2i f/o.

to M.Ls-*153 and 491. *  ' 
(C. in C. Plymouth

wearing Spanish markings, P.C.S. 042 19’ N.
010° 00’ W. 020°, 10 knots. Unable to identify
positively.
(UNBEATEN 1930A/2 to P.O.S.)

UNBEATEN
Patrol.

Your 1930/2. Proceed forthwith diving by day to 
area K.501 for operations in accordance with 
P S li On © •
(P.O.S. 2212A/2 to UNBEATEN.)
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Altenfiord
R/C.

Allied Air Activities.
It would be appreciated if periodical photographic 
R/C of Altenfiord, particularly Kaafjord 
(69° 57' N. 25° 08' E) could be arranged to 
locate German main units stillthought to be in 
North Norway.
(A.C.N.S. H. 0016A/2 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

£ ̂ QUEEN
ELIZABETH.

My 2353A/lst. Request confirmation position Q 
on route of A.T.28 is 059° 00’ N. 025° 00’ W.
If this is correct request you pass following to 
A.T.28. Begins: In addition Liberator aircraft 
you may also see Catalina aircraft from 0900/2 
carrying anti-Sub. sweep in your area. Ends. 
(A.C.I.C. 0401A/2 toAdmty.)

Channel 
Islands R/C.

Request if possible P.R.U. of St. Malo and 
Channel Islands today.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0831A/2 to Admty., H.Q.C.C.)

Search for Will continue search during day in area 049° 20’ 
to 050° 40’ N. 020° 10' to 021° 20’ W. at 20

/liiOSSd knots. In view of C.C.N.F. reference 1752Z/31
i—  »///->/» o and necessity for boiler cleaning, rebricking and
A/S repair, consider it necessary to leave for St. Johns N.F. at 
2000Z/2 arriving approx. 2200Z/5.

(SKEENA 1152Z/2 to 0. in G. W.A.)
Your 1152/2 concur.
(C. in C. W.A. 1552Z/2 to SKEENA.)
Regret search unsuccessful. P.G.S. 049° 26’ N. 022° 40* W. 

265°, 17 knots.
(SKEENA 2003Z/2.) ifC

B omb ing 
restrictions.

My 2357/31. Extend restrictions to 2000/2. 
(F.O.S. 1306A/2 to H.Q.C.C. (R) P.556.)

S.N.3 F.
Mining.
R. A. (M) arrived in SOUTHERN PRINCE, PORT QUEBEC, 
AGAMEMNON, ADVENTURE, MENESTHEUS, C'iSTLETON, 
LANCASTER, BRIGHTON and WELLS.
(TRELAWNEY 0830/2.)

Arrived SCOTT. 
(TRELAWNEY 0916/2.)

Norwegian
waters.

Cancel my 1322/13. This report probably refers 
to areas already reported in F.S.K one.
(F.O.S. 1511A/2 to S/Ms.)

/Q.Z.X.801 • • •
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Mining - contd.
Q.Z.X.801. Searched to latitude 50° 35’ 20" N. No mines

found. Intend sailing with 6 Fleet sweepers 
at 0730 tomorrow to complete northern part of 
area, returning to Newhaven E.T.A. 1600. 
Request fighter protection. Propose BANGOR 
remain at Portsmouth.
(TENBY 1800/2 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Portsmouth. One magnetic mine red detonated hy LL in approx.
194° 3.6 miles from Nab Tower.
(C. in G. Portsmouth 1800/2.)

Harwich. One ground mine detonated by M.M/S in approx.
51° 40.5* N. 01° 5.3’ E. at 1240 today. 
(F.O.I.G. Harwich 1807A/2.)

Humber. One mine detonated by Sweepers at 1715/2 in 314°
58A Buoy 2 miles. Details.
(F.O. Humber 2107A/2.)

Enemy Intelligence.
SCHARNHORST. Your 1201/1. It is believed SCHARNHORST is

still at Gydnia but she may be proceeding to 
Norway in near future.
(D.D.I.C. 0950A/2 to N.A. Stockholm.)

PRINZ EUGEN, Following report has been received graded A.2. 
GRAF ZEPPELIN, PRINZ EUGEN sighted in Kiel Bay 27th October. 
LEIPZIG, GRAF ZEPPELIN,, sighted Gdynia 20th October.
NURNBERG. LEIPZIG and NUHNBERG in Baltic Ports 25th October.

(D.D.I.C. 1016A/2.)

E-Boats. Preliminary report of E-boat operations last night. 
1. Y/eather conditions. More swell than is usual 
on an E-Boat night. Y/ind and sea rising after 

about 2300. Heavy rain made star shell ineffective.
2. Two Groups operated. No.l Group of at least 6 boats re
ported by WESTMINSTER and D.21 escorting F.N.&54 at 2135 between 
54 D and 57 buoys. From reports so far received it seems 
probable that this group were searching for the convoy and not 
minelaying. It is possible low visibility in rain and weather 
iefeated them. No.l group set course east at 2304. No visual 
contact made by destroyers although star shell were fired on 
several occasions. HOLDERNESS on patrol near 57 buoy throughout 
Obtained no visual contact and from information considers E-Boats 
iid not get on to swept channel. Reports from D.21 and 
30UTHD0WN support this.

/ 3 ..
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Enemy Intelligence_ u r u J i:_
3. No.2 Group in two units reported by CAMPBELL 
on patrol ’A' at 2157 between East Dudgeon and 
57 D buoy. One unit retired southwest, the 
other southeast. Minelaying possible in Q Z S 

277 and 308 south of East Dudgeon. Owing to heavy rain E-Boats 
were not sighted. Sweeping is in progress.
(C. in C. Nore 1548A/2.)

U-Boats.

U-Boats (70146)A/2nd, 37.50, U-boat 072° 15* N. 009°
reported. 40' E.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia 0310A/2 to Admty.)
D/F bearings at 2150Z/1 indicate U-Boat probably within 

30’ radius of 35° N. 17° W.
(D.D.I.C. 0505A/2 to Escorts K.M.S.l.)
By D/F at 1112/2 G.M.T. U-Boat estimated to be anywhere 

within 60 miles of 47° 30' N. 21° 30’ W.
(D.D.I.C. 1346A/2 to F.O. Force H.)

War Diary.

E-Boats
contd.

Ship
attacked.

De unread. SSSS unread torpedoed ends. 
(Valentia Radio 0726/2)
(North Foreland Radio 0840/2.)

U-Boat Am over enemy submarine in 48° 40* N. 15° 55' 7/.
attacked. \7hen first sighted submarine was on surface,

course 270°, and observed to submerge.
(A/C 59 Duty D. 1000/2 to 15 Group.)

Have attacked S/M with depth charges. Estimated no hits. 
,(A/C 59 0/19 .1005/2 to 15 Group.)

Convoy 
H.X.212 
attacked on 
night 27/28 
and 28/29 
October.

( D  Fir 
posed as follows: U.S.S/

Preliminary investigation into attacks on H.X.212 
reveal the following: The Convoy was attacked
twice on the night 27/28 October and twice on the 
night 28/29 October. In all seven ships were 
sunk, including two ships astern of the convoy, 
one of which had already been torpedoed.
' ' ttack. 2110Z/27. Escorts were dis-

uuocu. do ______A ^MlPBELL broad on port bow, SUMMERSIDE
ahead, U.S.S. BADGER on starboard bow, ALBERNI starboard beam, 
VILLE DE QUEBEC port beam, TRILLIUM 12 miles on port beam, 
returning from sweep, ROSTHERN 16 miles broad on starboard bow. 
Numbers 12, 21 and 23 were torpedoed very close together. 
Illumination by Convoy was tardy and ineffective. _ Sea rough, 
heavy swell. Escorts carried out operation "Zombie**, in which 
high speed sweeps with star shell are made round convoy.
At°2141Z SUMMERSIDE got R.D.F. contact 6000 yards fine on 
starboard bow of Convoy and then sighted a U-boat which dive?-. , 
No Asdic contact was made, but two charges were dropped. Attack 
probably came from port side. The moon rose on the port bow ox 
the Convoy immediately after the attack.

/(2) Second • • •
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Convoy 
H.X.212 
attacked on 
night 27/28 
and 28/29 
October.
(contd.)

U-Boats. - contd.
(2) Second attack. 0345Z/28. Escorts were hack 
in Station except for ALBERNI and VILLE DE QUEBEC 
who were astern picking up survivors. ROSTHERN 
was on starboard quarter, TRILLIUM on port bow. 
Number 22 SS COSMOS (?oil refinery ship KOSMOS II) 
was torpedoed on starboard side. Sporadic but 
immediate illumination by Convoy took place. 
Escorts swept without success. Number 14, 
BARKWHIN, dropped back to help COSMOS (7K0SM0S II) 

still floating, but at 0722Z/28 COSMOS, screened by ROSTHERN was 
sunk by torpedoes 20 miles astern of Convoy. BARRWHIN was also 
sunk later.
(3) During daylight hours on 28th U.S.S. CAMPBELL was informed 
on R/T by Liberator aircraft of presence of 2 U-Boats on the 
port bow of the Convoy and was enabled to drive them off.
(4) Third attack. At night fall escorts were redisposed in view 
of the heavy weather to form a more complete ring round the 
Convoy. At 0116/29 number 42, a Tanker, was torpedoed on port 
side. Ship burst into flames and the arena was brightly 
illuminated by burning pool of fuel 600 yards square. Nothing 
was sighted, and operation ’’Zombie” revealed nothing.
(5) Fourth attack. 0420Z/29. Number 24 was torpedoed and sank 
almost at once. At 0458Z VILLE DE QUEBEC on port quarter 
smelled diesel oil and illuminated area without result.
(6) Night of 29/30. At 1857Z SUMMERSIDE, now placed astern, 
got R.D.F. contact 4 miles astern of Convoy. The object was 
moving fast across the s t e m  towards number 94 who was straggling 
badly. The contact was lost, but 2 charges were dropped.
At 2058Z ALBERNI made a firm contact 5 miles on starboard quarter 
of Convoy, and counter attacked. Contact was later regained 
and a ten charge pattern was dropped, after which contact was 
lost.(7) In general the pack is thought to have consisted of at 
least 5 U-boats and many H.F/D.F bearings were received. The 
heavy weather during the whole period precluded successful 
Asdic sweeps.
(C.T.G. 24.7 1916/2 and 2108/3 to C. in C. W.A.)

Casualties and Defects.
ABOSSO
(Torpedoed
30/10.)

Following from Unknown station begins:
Hello lifeboats of ABOSSO. Report on 500 if you 
can hear me, end.
(Valentia Radio 0901/2.)

Unknown ship. Class 1 bearing by D/F 323° distress G-.K.L.S
(undecypherable).
(A.C.O.S. 0914/2 to Admty.)

FRONTENAC 
(Torpedoed 
28th Oct.)

Estimated P.C.S. FRONTENAC at 0800A/2 from air 
report 053° 17’ N. 012° 41’ W. 070° 4 knots.
(C. in C. W.A. 1019A/2 to SKATE, SARDONYX.)
Your 1019/2. My P.C.S. at 1100, 054 25 ,
010° 13’, 050°, 12 knots. Insufficient fuel to 
proceed to position indicated.
(SARDONYX 1108A/2 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Your 1338A/2 ...
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Casualties and Defects..c^rC7rL.
Your 1338A/2. Unable to locate FRONTENAC. 
Returning owing to lack of fuel.
(SKATE 1645A/2 to C. in C. W.A.)
Destinations for FRONTENAC Lamlash, then 
Ardrossan if her condition permits. Report her 
estimated draught on arrival. If FRONTENAC 

cannot enter Lamlash she is to proceed to Clyde. Escort as 
long as fuel permits and report intentions.

(C. in C. W.A. 2112A/2 to SKATE.)
At estimated P.C.S. vessel 2050A/2. Have not contacted 

Searching the area. Request information.
(DEXTEROUS 2130A/2 to C. in C. W.A.)
Sail MIGNONETTE when ready to relieve SKATE escorting 

tanker FRONTENAC to Clyde. Position at 1853A/2 316° Eagle 
Island 24 miles. Speed 5 knots.

(C. in C. W.A. 2208A/2 to Cdre. Londonderry.)

FRONTENAC 
(Torpedoed 
28th Oct.) 
(Contd.)

Re-fit of Your 1821/31 para 2. Not until return of
LONDON. NORFOLK and completion of working up "by KENT.

(C. in C. H.F. 1357A/2 to Admty.)

P.556. My 2233/26. Amend route as follows: from
position (R^ 048° 59' 013° 02* proceed to new 
position (s) 180° Fastnet Rock 10 miles for 
onward escort.

2. Estimate your position and speed at 0800/3 048° 22*, 013°
10*, 4 knots. If your position will differ by more than 20 
miles and/or your speed by more than one knot from above, report 
your P.C.S. and conditions after dark tonight.
(F.O.S. 1613A/2 to P.556.)

My 1613/2. Condition of P.556 is such that risk of air 
attack on passage up channel to Portsmouth is unacceptable.
(2) It would be appreciated if C. in C. W.A. could provide a 
surface escort for P.556 from Fastnet Rock to Milford Haven 
where I intend examining her before she proceeds further.
(3) Estimate P.556 will be in 180° Fastnet Rock 10 miles p.m.5th
Nov.
(4) P.556 has no Q message for passage outside English Channel.
(5) It is desirable that escort should be capable of towing
P.556 in emergency.

(F.O.S. 1614A/2 to C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. W.A.)
Following from P.556. Your 1013/2. Expect to pass 

position R at 1200/3. Speed of advance 7 knots. Starboard 
sngine running as 6 cylinder unit, port engine as 7 cylinder 
jnit, 270 r.p.m. both. Both air compressors running. Port 
nain motor can be run grouped down only, the necessary field 
ueing unobtainable for grouping up due to zero insulation 
-eading on field coil. Stopped and identified KAOLACK at 1037A/2
Ln 47° 19’ (13°?) 33’ .

(F.O.S. 2156A/2 to Admty.

INVERCLYDE. equest I may be informed as quickly as possible 
easons for loss of INVERCLYDE in order that steps 
lay be taken to allay misgivings among crew of 5 
•emaining vessels as to their seaworthiness for 
in ocean voyage.
N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1923A/2 to Admty.)
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Shipping and Convoys.
Possible My 2240/1. Position now is 147°, 7 miles.
Stragglers off (0. in G. Portsmouth 0029A/2 to COTTESMORE.) 
Newhaven.

K.X.5. Sailed AUBRETIA to overtake K.X.5.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 0150/2.)

Q.P.15.
FAULKNOR,
ECHO,
IMPULSIVE.

My 1937/23. R.A.D. H.P. is requested to sail 
PAULKNOR. ECHO and IMPULSIVE for Seidisfiord to
arrive a.m. 7th November 
Kola Inlet to arrive p.m,
2) Route to Seidisfiord
A) 62° 25’ 04° 55'
b ) 66° 1 5 ’ 12° 20'
X 65° 36' 13° 30'
Y 65° 21. 5' 13° 27. 5'
z) 65° 18. 2' 13° 43. 5 ’ .

fuel, and proceed for 
11th November, 

through position

Presence of enemy mines is suspected in approach to Seidisfiord 
and route is to be closely followed.
(3) To Kola Inlet. Through positions (z) (Y) (X) West of Jan 
Mayen to (p)(p), thence by reverse route for Q.P.15 as in my 
1937/23rd as far as position (G)(C). Thence Kola Inlet as 
ordered by S.B.N.O. North Russia.
(4) The five destroyers referred to in paragraph six of my 
1937/23rd are to be ready to Rail from Scapa from a.m. 13th Nov.
(5) P.O.S. is requested to withdraw S/Ms in rescue zone by 2359/8
Nov.
(6) R.A.D.H.F. pass to all destroyers concerned my 1937/23 and 
S.B.N.O. North Russia's 2110/25. S.B.N.O. Archangel pass these 
messages to HALCYON. S.B.N.O. North Russia's 0758/27 has been 
passed R.A.D. H.P.

(C. in C. H.P. 1127A/2.)
Your 1125/1, para 2. Russian S/Ms will not be available. 

Area will be kept clean.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1728A/2 to C. in C. H.P.)

0.N.145. It is understood earliest return of WHITE PLAINS
WHITE PLAINS. to United States is required. Ship ready to

leave Cardiff 4th November.
2. Master declares highest speed maintainable 

14-g- knots under ideal conditions. In these circumstances we 
are reluctant to sail ship independently through present U-boat 
concentration in Eastern Atlantic. _
3. Propose to include ship in 0.N.145 with possibility of 
detaching in mid-ocean for completion of voyage independently. 
(D.T.D. 1151Z/2 to Connav.)

/LADY OP MANN . . .



COPT,
MOST SECRET MESSAGE. 2030/2nd November IN. 

Date 3.11.42.
Reed 0230_____________Prom Connav.

U.S. X by cable.

<1
Addressed Admiralty repeated C. in C. Western Approaches, C.T.P. 24̂  C.’in'c.’Lant N.S.H.Q.

In view of the large number of enemy submarines operating in North Atlantic(
the approaching season of heavy weather forcing eastbound convoys to steer a more 
easterly course, fuel limitations of escorts, shortening time at sea for convoys, areas 
of air coverage etc., all of which you are cognizant, suggest for consideration

(1) That general evasive for H X, S C. and 0 N convoys routes be discontinued*

(2^ Re-establish routes 150 miles either side great circle track drawn from 48? North 
45 West to 58° N 20* W.

(3) Southbound shipping to breaJfoff between 45 and 55 West.

(4) Diversion be limited to avoiding other convoys and definitely known submarine 
concentration ahead on track.

(5) Escort Commanders continue to divert convoys within limitations now prescribed and
as dictated by known submarine situation within vicinity particular convoy.

Stayfax

2030/2

1st Lord. 
1st S.L. (2
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LADY OF MANN, 
PRAGUE.

S h ip p in g  and C onvoys -  C on td .

In te n d  s a i l i n g  t r a n s p o r t s  PRAGUE, LADY OF MANN 
e s c o r t e d  "by OAKLEY a t  2 0 0 0 /4  sp eed  17 k n o ts , 
f o r  In v e r g o r d o n . E .T .A . 0 7 0 0 /5 th . R ou ted  5 
m ile s  e a s t  Sumburg/i Head 35 b u o y , Q .Z .S . 352 150 . 
(N .O .I .C .  L e rw ick  1150A /2  t o  A .C .O .S .)

S .0 .1 0 7 . C. in  C. W.A. 1 1 5 5 Z /2  t o  C .T .G . 2 4 .6 .  See 
A .  & W .I .

Convoy
H .X .2 1 2 .

A tta ck e d  by U -B oats  on n ig h t s  2 7 /2 8  and 2 8 /2 9  
O c to b e r . D e t a i l s .  See U -B o a ts . ^  ^

w
BSRGENSFJORD. BERGENSFJORD i s  due G lasgow  a b ou t 4 th  N ovem ber. 

No c a r g o  on b o a r d . P e r s o n n e l Army 2 5 , R .A .F . 
51 , C iv i l i a n s  9 . May n eed  d ry d o e k in g  f o r  
e x a m in a tio n  o f  ru d d er  p i n t l e s .
(D .S .T . 1 9 5 8 A /2 .)

UOD

a q

C u y

')

°A
oq

Id ‘
•

x
ji •.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
S.L.125. Expect Catalina T R 1 H on anti-submarine escort

from 0800 to 1400. Catalina T V 5 0 1500 to 
1930.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0007A/2 to S.L.125 (R) Admty.)

Institute submerged bombing restrictions 20 miles 
either side of line joining the following positions 
A. Serial G332 (49° 36’ N 08° 50' W and 49° 00'
N 12° 10’ W from 1900A/2 until 2300A/3.)

B. Serial G333/333 (49° 20' N 12° 10’ W and 45° 30' N 12° 10' W 
from 0400A/3 until 2300A/4.)
(H.Q.C.C. 0120A/2 to R.A.F. Gibraltar. (R) F.O.C.N.A. 3.8.)

Bombing
restrictions.

A. 226 2nd Nov. P.R.U. Gibraltar W.1. 2nd Nov.
A.M. (W) AX.55 26th Oct. Sortie G.214 dated 2nd. 
Nov. time (?1202 or 1002) hours shows Oran Naval 
shipping shows decrease since 19th Oct. of one 

iiALdyOW or SlftfcHifV Dr. one Naval unit 200 approx, 
one S/M. 220/240, three possibly four S/Ms 200/220, and increase 
of two S/Ms 260. CASSARD C.t. has vacated floating dock and 

L'ALdyOfi/ or SIMOUtf Dr. has entered floating dock. Total naval 
shipping now present comprises one CASSARD C.t. two Alcyon or 
Simoun Drs. one of which is dry docked, one ELAftf E.V. two S/Ms 
26- approx, two probably three S/Ms 200/220, one probable S/M 
200/220 in floating dock.
Merchant shipping. Departure of 8 M/Vs 200/450 including one 
cargo WINLR 350/400 and arrival of seven M/Vs 200/400 leaves 
total of ten M/Vs over 200 including tanker LORRAINE as against 
eleven on 19th Oct. Mers el Kebir. No shipping of size present. 
Oran la Senia A/D. One large A/C approx. 95 feet wing span, 
one medium uncamouflaged A/C approx. 60 feet wing span, three 
fighter A/C twenty two A/C in dump on southern boundary.
Tafaroui A/D. One probable Bloch 131 visible.
(P.R.U. Gib. 0330Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

Oran
R/C
1st. Nov.

P. 614. P.614 in 037° 58* 015° 
on surface 8 knots.

00' at 0700Z/2 course 187°
, . l , on surrace o Knots.

>l > G P * " (F.O.C.N.A. 1206A/2 toU.S. S/Ms. GUNNEL, HERRING. 
BARB.) i— .)>.Su ■

Your 1601/1. R.A.W.A* s 1831/1 (N.T. in W.H.) and my
1710/25.
01’ 018° 59

Proceed on surface at 8 knots to pass positions R. 
9 ’ at 1600A/6 and S. 014° 01' 019* 01' at 1300A/8,

020c

thence Bathurst.
2. Shift wireless watch at 1600A/6.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1238A/2 to P.614. (R) R.A.W.A. Admty. F. O.S. 
N.O.I.C. Bathurst.)
5 U.S. S/Ms (Cruiser type) may be encountered north of 

030° N.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1240A/2 to P.614.)

ANGLO Your 1907/1 (news of British ship ANGLO MAERSK.)
MAERSK. Regret to report vessel foundered, understand

all crew safe.
(Las Palmas 1230/2 to Admty.)

Your 0330A/2 (sent by War Reg. requesting repetition of 
message referred to in 2200/31 from Consul Tenerife.) Following 
is a repetition of my 1030/29 (begins) My 1030/27. Vessel now

/reported...
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ANGLO
MAERSK
Contd.

North Atlantic^
reported sunk Oct. 27th. Crew landed Hierro for 
onward transport to Tenerife. 1050/29. (ends.) 
(Consul Tenerife 1711/2 to Admty. (R) F.O.I.C. 
Gib.)

BARON
ELGIN 
(S.L. 125.)

Movements.

BARON ELGIN arrived Funchal. PETUNIA pass to 
Commodore.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1313A/2 to PETUNIA (R) Admty. C. in C. 
W.A. SPIREA.)
C.S.A. Funchal's 1946/31st Oct. BARON ELGIN is to 
be held pending instructions.
(D.T.D. 1541A/2 to F.O.C.N.A. C.S.A. Funchal.)

Arrival 1015, ROBERTS, BURDOCK, SNOWDROP. 1130, 
CORIOLANUS.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1406A/2 to Admty. R.A.W.A. N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst.)
Arrivals H.M. Trawlers EDAY, INCHMARNOCK, STROMA, 
CAVA.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1407A/2 to Admty. (R) C. in C. W.A.)

I

Dispositions. Situation report for Area X at 1958A/2.
(l) P.614. 31.25 15.20 on surface 8 knots to 
28.35 15.45 at 2000/3 course 187°. .

(2) STURGEON passes 43.01 13.01 0430A/3 to 39.01 11.01 at
0600A/4.^(3) S.L.125. PETUNIA, WOODRUFF, CROCUS, RAMSEY, COLTSFOOT, 
KELANTAN 42.32 16.01 000° 7.
(4) K.X.4 (a) VENOMOUS, MALCOLM, WRESTLER 4 trawlers 36.21 
10.18 through 36.15 10.01 thence to Gibraltar 6^.
(5) K.M.S.l. ALYNBANK, STORK, DEPTFORD, VANSITTART, AVENGER,
8 corvettes, 4 minesweepers 35.40 16.20 through 36.01 15.01 thence 
91 8-g-.
(6) K.X.4 (b) 36.17 09.43 to Gibraltar 7.
(7) TYNWALD, LAMERTON, WHEATLAND, WILTON,*POZARICA,*PALOMARES
35.56 06.18 to Gibraltar 10. *
(8) *Tleet unit,DASHER, DELHI, 3 destroyers, 36.02 07.30 to 
Gibraltar lli.*H*A/?4oS.
(9) SCOTTISH 37.19 09.30 direct to Gibraltar 10.
(10) COWSLIP standing by*2 damaged merchant ships in approx,
position 34.22 17.16. * V^ j-a a<*. " />.jv
(11) SIRIUS 32.09 13.55 through 35.50 06.03 thence to Gibraltar 
19̂ -.(12) ALGERINE, one merchant ship, 37.05 12.48 through 36.01 09.59 
and 36.05 06.01 to Gibraltar 10-g-.
(13) Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising in 
area between Canary Islands and point 36.01 30.02.
14) CALPE 36.12 09.11 to Gibraltar 15.
15) JAUNTY, LEYLAND, 35.13 11.08 260 8. 

x 16) K.M.F. l."*M0Y, IBIS, D.S. ISAAC SWEERS, ESCAPADE, HARTLAND, 
WALNEY, CLARE, MARNE, BITER, 2 (?sloops), (?4) corvettes,38.35
20.32 118 10^. *=(-;c . -(?unit), ARGONAUT, 12 destroyers, (?44).46 19.19 through 

a rt&u 39. 30 18.(?05) thence 125 16. (see amendment following)
(18) LOUISBURG 40.12 13.(?39) direct to (?Gibraltar) 15.
(19) BULLDOG, BEAGLE, AVON VALE, PEHN, PANTHER, LOOKOUT, BRILLIANT
BOADICEA, FUCKERIDGE, OPPORTUNE 36.03 06.17 286 15. A

/ ( 20)..
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North Atlantic.-4. ^ 75̂

Dispositions. (20) RHYL, PClLRUAN, FELIXSTOWE, CLACTON,
(Contd.) ROTHESAY, STuNBWAY in Straits of Gibraltar

thence 270, 9. fi, t
(21) L.S.T. BACHAQUERO, MISOA, TASAJERA,

GERANIUM .4 at 36.32 11.46 through 35.37 13.01 thence 8 8, 6.
(22) SPI3EA (e) 37.35 10.37 to Gibraltar 12j.
(23) BERMUDA leaves Gibraltar 1930/3rd through 35.55 06.01 
thence 281, 19.

— (24) JAMAICA leaves Gibraltar 1300/3rd through 35.55 06.01 
thence (? 271), 18.
(25)*PALOMARES,*I>OZARICA, AMAZON, ACHATES, ANTELOPE, *HUNTLEY, 
WISHART, WESTCOTT, VERITY, VELOX leave Gibraltar 0300/3rd 
through 35.55 06.01 and 36.10 10.01 thence 271, 13. * ft 

(F.O.C.N.A., 1509A/2.) **--
My 1509A/2nd. Amend para. 17 to run: 045° 59’ 019° 40'

170 , 16. u — «. /;
(F.O.C.N.A., 1822A/2.)
My 1509A/2nd. Add paras. 25.

WELSHMAN 047° 05’ 014° 42’ through 45.10 15.55 and (?40).12 
13.55 thence 136°, 18.
26. BROKE left Gibraltar 2000A/2nd to R/V K.X. 4A. Speed 20. 

(F.O.C.N.A., 2040A/2.)
Situation 2005A/2 Area Y.

(1) Swedish relief ships AKKA and YARRAWONGA 36.01 25.43 
270°, 12.
(3) K.M.S.2, LONDONDERRY, CLEVELAND, ESKDALE, ALBRIGKTON, 6 
Sloops, 2 cutters, 3 corvettes 44.09 25.10 146°, 7^.

---(4)—W, S. 24 ̂ ROTHERHAM, ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI, *HOLCOHaE, 40.07
25.17 through 38.22 26.30 thence 227° 12. 1—
(5) QUEEN OF BERMUDA 34.08 29.57 through 35.30 30.20 thence
047° 14 to R/V W.S.24 approx, 1410A/3rd. (.a
(6) K.M.F.l, SHEFFIELD, IBIS, D.S. ISAAC SWEERS, VESCAPADE,
HARTLAND, WALNEY. CLARE, MARNE, BITER, 2 sloops, 4 corvettes 
38.35 20.32, 1186, 10^. c
(7) *SKEENA,*PRINCE, 27° (?) 26° 01’ to Pointa Delgada, 15.

(F.O.C.N.A,, 1538A/2 as amended 0310A/3.) * v.„ * *-» .
Situation 1956A/2nd, Area Z.

1. 0RF8AY, MAGNOLIA, 1 Tug, 1 Ferry Steamer 20.25 21.06 through 
2 0 . 0 1 (?2 1 ) . 0 1  thence 162 , 7£.
2, GUARDIAN, ARMERIA, CYCLAMEN 17.22 20.07 006°, 11.

(F.O.C.N.A., 1531A/2.)

— ^JAMAICA, Arrival 1230.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1511A/2 to Admty.)

■BROTHERHAM. Arrived Ponta Delgada 1645 G.M.T./2nd.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 1520/2 to S.O.(i) 
Gibraltar, (R) Admty.)

Movements. Departure AVON VALE, BEAGLE, BOADICSA, OPPORTUNE,
BRILLIANT, BULLDOG, LOOKOUT, PANTHER, PENN, 
PUCKERIDGE. V—  w .  * A  .
(V.A.C.N,A., 1600A/2, 1244A/3 to Admty.)

/ U/B...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Large submarine sighted 1835 G.M.T./2nd 037° 
36'30" N. 025° 28'30” W. proceeding westward 
on the surface. A.l. P.U.F.
ROTHERHAM fuelling here has been informed. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 1745/2 to S.O.(l) 
Gibraltar, (r ) Admty.)

Spanish SUEVIA expected sailing tonight without 
Navicert in ballast destination Vigo.
(R.O. Oporto, 1754/2 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar,
(R) Adraty. )

My 1500/31st and my 1157/lst (re report steamer 
RENASCENT sinking.) Vessel found by SERPA 
PINTO was ALASKA who according to Funchal was 
rescue ship of convoy.
(N.A. Lsibon, 1803/2 to S. 0.(1.) Gib., (r ) Admty.)

(1) Your approx, positions at 1900 G.M.T./2nd 
November and 0700 G.M.T./4th (?) are estimated t 
be: SHAD 35.09 14.40, 34.10 09.39.
GUNNEL 34.22 14.(45), 33.19 10,17.
HERRING 33.45 16,21, 33,22 11.15.
BARB 31.08 17.21 31.55 12.21.

(2) Estimated you are making about 150 miles per 24 hours, 
average speed submerged 2 ?  knots, average speed on surface 
10 knots.
(3) Bombing restrictions arranged 20 miles either side of your 
route 50 miles ahead and astern of your estimated positions. 
(N.C.X.F., 1804A/2 to U.S. Submarines SHAD, HERRING, GUNNEL, 
BARB, (R) Admty.)

P. 51. W.M. P.23 para. 3 (E). Expect to arrive area
, C 0800A/6th. My P.C. and S. 180° Cape Palos

(?14) 054° 9 knots. Uncoded weather report. 
(P.51, 1808A/2 to Capt. S.8.)

Vichy Your 0224A/20th October (re French prisoners
Prisoners. from Madagascar.) French N.A. informs me French

Admiralty (? regards) reply as quite satisfactory 
~~ ***-*!■ and hopes officers will be allowed to (? visit)

men whenever desired within reason.
Confirmation would be appreciated.
(N.A. Madrid, 1811/2 to Adraty.)

Aircraft. My 1156/lst part 2. Unknown aircraft flew
over ponta Do Parcio Madeira 2100/29th course 
S W • B • 2.? N.A. Lisbon, 1819/2 to S.O.(i) Gibraltar,
R) (? Admty.))

War Diary.

U/B.

SUEVIA.

ALASKA.
- t3 __

SHAD,
GUNNEL,
HERRING,
BARB.

f *  ■ *  ^

/operation
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Operation K.138"Ton 2.” S.O. in harbour of each serial
''Torch” . are to order steam as requisite. Serials are

to sail to comply with "Ton 2” as ordered by 
S.O. of each serial.

(2) F.O.C.N.A. is requested to order steam and sail corvettes, 
trawlers, M.L., motor (? minesweepers) in accordance with "Ton 
2". Instruct them to open orders and S.D.9999 immediately 
before sailing.
(3) Signals to be (? repeated) in all cases to N.C.X.F.

(N.C.X.F., 1843A/2 to All British ships and authorities 
concerned in Operation "Torch"., V.A. Malta (excluding 
ships refitting in U.K.))
K.140. Attention of ships calling at Gibraltar is again 

drawn to the paramount need for secrecy concerning this 
operation and also the identity of N.C.X.F. Instruction in 
"Ton 1" para. 29 is to be rigidly applied. If any possibility 
of leakage exists in his ship the C.O. is not to hesitate to 
forbid communication with shore whilst at Gibraltar.
(2) I am anxious that C.Os should visit me.
Visual signal signalling proposed call should be addressed to 
N.O.I.C. Gibraltar not N.C.X.F.

(N.C.X.F., 2132A/2 to All British ships and authorities 
concerned in Operation "Torch", V.A. Malta (excluding 
ships refitting in U.K.))

CANADA, Your 012l/?20th October (re SS. CANADA to be
Repatriations, allowed to go to Jibuti for exchange of sick 

personnel.) French N.A. informs me French
Admiralty hope shortly to suggest exchange 

by Hospital Ship CANADA of sick on basis outlined and to 
include some British "near (? sick)".
(N.A. Madrid, 1919/2 to Admty.)

Orders Submarine situation:
to S/Ms. (1) P.217, P.222 and*P.51 proceed to area A, B

and C respectively to arrive first 2 on 5th and 
P.51 on 6th. *’*—*-«—

(2) P.219 in waiting position approx. 042° 01' 006° 01’ E.
(3; Other submarines of 8th S/M Flotilla are to proceed as 
previously ordered.
(4) P.46 is to take P.37’s patrol off Cape San Vito.
(Capt. S.8, 1934A/2 to 8 S/M.F.)

Vichy
Exchange of 
Prisoners.

Your 0004/26th October. Suggestion has been 
put to French Admiralty. Meantime it has 
(corrupt group) letter asking your opinion on 

l, ' following suggestion.
/ To initiate private exchange we send 4 or 5 men

or officers) to Lisbon and they send 5 or 6 of ours to Lisbon, 
ife both then carry on in same manner but we must make first
move.
We risk nothing by sending sample batch to Lisbon.
We are asked to begin with personnel from French Sub. PONCELET 
and French Sub. AJAX.

/It •  • •
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North Atlantic - _
Vichy
Exchange of 
Prisoners. 
(Contd.)

It must clearly be understood that no one else 
in Madrid must know anything about it.
French N.A. said if French Admiralty agree to 
conduct all future negotiations through American 
Naval Attache Vichy - and he thought they would - 
it must be on basis of complete secrecy from 

everyone except American N.A. No Diplomat could be safely 
concerned.
(N.A. Madrid, 1947/2 to Admty.)

Movements. Departure H.M. Trawler POLRUAN, STORNOWAY, 
FELIXSTOWE, CLACTON, ROTHESAY, RHYL. 
(V.A.C.N.A., 2000A/2 to Admty.)

U/B Following for D.N.I.
Santander. U.S. Assistant N.A. returned from visit to

Santander, reports Italian S/M hull repairs 
completed. No sign of any work on board. I 

have taken all possible steps to ensure parts now awaited will 
not arrive in time. I am seeing Minister of Marine to obtain 

repetition of undertaking she must be in condition to submerge 
before she is allowed to leave.
Torpedo control arrangements may be made to sell her to 
Spanish Government as in case of nuisance clause.
No reply from M.F.A. yet on any of these cases.
(N.A. Madrid, 2002/2 to Admty.)

Air Report. A.l, 133 2/11. Operational summary 24 hours
ending 1800 2nd November.
1. 2 Catalinas on A /S escort to convoy K.M.S.l 
0020/2 to 0150/3.

1 Catalina on A/S escort to ARGUS 0700/2 to 2030/2.
1 Catalina on A/S escort to convoy K.X.4A (0400/2 or 0500/2 
corrupt) to 2100/2.
2 Catalinas on A/S escort to convoy (S.L.125?) 0010/2 - 0200/3. 
1 Catalina on U-Boat hunt for U-Boat sighted by Met. Flight 
Hudson AK, 36° 57’ N. 12° 20' W. at 1110A.
1330 to 2330 3 Hudsons A/S sweep to 02° 40’ E.
0900 to 1615 1 Hudson on Met. Flight to 13° W. (0815 or 0855 
corrupt) - 1430 hours.
Operational hours 1800/1 to 1800/2 Catalinas 127 hours 17 mins. 
Hudsons 21 hours 7 mins. Beaufighter 1 hour 55 mins.
Spitfire 3 hours 55 mins. Met. Flight Hudson 6 hours 14 rains.
2. No enemy activity over Rock.
3. 1202/1. 1 Spitfire photo R/C Oran. 1 CA4AAS» Cr. &.'Ai6y0i*’
or STMdUft/ Drs. 1 ELAN E/V, 6 S/Ms., 10 M /Vs., over 200 
including tanker LORRAINE,ORON/LA SENIA 1 large aircraft 1 
medium and 3 fighters at Roui? 1 probable Bloch 131 1025/2 
to 1430/2, 1 Spitfire photo R/C Algiers 4 transit aircraft 1
Sunderland 5 Catalinas and 1 G.47 from U.K. 3 Beauforts to
Malta 4 C.47 2 Hudsons 1 Albemarle to U.K. 3 Liberators 1 

Halifax to Middle East. 6 Wellingtons 1 Ensign to Bathurst. 
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 2020/2.)

/Algiers ..



MOST SECRET

2.11.1942.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Secret P.S.U.228 2nd November. P.R.U./Gib./W.2 
2nd November.
Sortie G.215 2nd November 121 22 hours shows 
Algiers Naval shipping present comprises ELAN 
E/V, two submarines approx. 260 cable ship ALSACE 

now in dry dock and one Naval unit 190. Merchant shipping shows 
increase. Since 24th October tanker RHEA,one cargo liner, 
350/400 and seven ty/Vs 200/400 have arrived. JAMAIQUE type 
cargo liner, QEBBSDJENNE type cargo liner, and three U/Vs 200/350 
have left. Total of 24 merchant vessels now present. ALGIERS/ 
MAISON BLANCHE A/D two very large,two large,seven medium,seven 
small A/S visible. BLIDA 8/d one small A/C visible.
(Gibraltar, 2300Z/2 to Admty., etc.)

War Diary.

Algiers
R/C.
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W.S.23.

WARSPITE,
BIRMINGHAM,
NAPIER,
HOTSPUR.

South Atlantic.
Simonstown departure EXPRESS, rfCATTERICK to 
join W.S.23.
(C. in G. S.A. 0800Z/2 to Admty. (r ) DURBAN etc.)

£*-*.*. u<. 77r~tutJ

Sailed WARSPITE wearing flag G. in C. E.F., 
BIRMINGHAM, NAPIER wearing flag S.O.(D) E.F., 
HOTSPUR,via Mozambique Channel for Kilindini, 
E.T.A. 1100.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 0821Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

LAPLACE Received on 500 k/cs. 38.10 S. 21.20 E.
(torpedoed doubtful S O S  38.10 S. 21.2 E. lifeboats
29th Oct.) LAPLACE S O S  please missed to Spot. T.O.R.

0816 De ZTX T.O.R. 0828/2.
(Slangkop W/T 0840/2.)

CUYABA, Local Authority St. Vincent received on 1st
S O S .  Nov. S O S  from Brazilian ship CUYABA in 16°

13* N. 22° 22’ W. Portuguese sloop GONttBLO 
VELHD proceeding to assistance. E.T.A. lOOOz/2/ll 
(S.0.(1.) Freetown 1051Z/2 to Admty. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)

EREBUS. Arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1101Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

town a

Dispositions. ASTURIAS, SOUTHERN PRIDE off Freetown to
South East 12-j.
3 M.Ls with T.S. 23, 06.30 12.40 to Freetown 8. 

D ’ESTIENNE D ’ORVES escorting, 02.01 09.55 090° 10 at 2000/2nd. 
RUNSWICK BAY 04.03 05.20 to Lagos, 7.
CORINTHIAN escorting about 03.59 03.10 (?257 ) 9. ^ .
2 chasseurs escorting off Pointe Noire. ‘ 7
TRUANT and K.14 05.40 W. 00.25 E. 304° 8^.
KELT off Lagos.
(R.A.W.A. 1125Z/2 to Area P.)

PINTO, Expected sailings PINTO and EGYPT (7EGYPTIAN)
EGYPTIAN. escorted by M.L. 290, 305,2000Z/2nd routed

through:- (A) 013° 10' N. 017 30' W.
(B) 011° 30' N. 017° 30’ W.
(C) 010° 30’ N. 016° 40’ W. S. of A. 8 knots, 
E.T.A. Freetown a.m. 5th Nov.
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst 1130Z/2 to R.A.W.A.)

Movements. Arrival 1st Nov. HYDRANGEA, F.S. COMMANDANT
DROGOU. ,  ̂ .(S.O^I.) Freetown 1131Z/2 to Admty.)

Arrived GLENEARN.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1143Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

/HOLCOMBE ..
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South Atlantic - contd.
^HOLCOMBE, A.M. 2011/28th not to Capt. (D) 17. HOLCOMBE
TAMAROA. will reach Azores a.m. 3rd Nov. with not more

/>.sT# than 35 tons fuel remaining. She will not have
sufficient endurance to reach Freetown (along?) 

route ordered hut can reach Bathurst direct. On completion 
fuelling therefore HOLCOMBE is to proceed direct to Bathurst 
unless overriding instructions are received. R.A.W.A. is 
requested to arrange A/S escort for SS TAMAROA to Freetown 
along route ordered in Admty. 2032A/22nd Oct and 2035A/31st Oct. 
(Capt. D.11 1141Z/2 to R.A.W.A. HOLCOMBE.)

Ships of under 10 knots are to he routed as 
closely as possible to the coast between 
Capetown and Lourenco Marques.
2. Navigation lights are not to he shown 
east of 020° E.
(C. in C. S.A. 1155C/2 to N.C.S.Os.)

(a) B.O.A.C. aircraft reports sighting battle 
cruiser and 2 destroyers in 31° 47’ N. 11°
40' W. course 50° at 1020/31/10. Comment. 
Probably ROBERTS and escorts then in vicinity, 

(b) American transit aircraft reports sighting 1 battleship 
and 1 light cruiser on 13° 16' N. 20° 27* W. course 330° 
magnetic at 1816/1/11. Comment. GUARDIAN and 2 corvettes 
were in this position.
(S.0.(l.) Freetown 1155Z/2 to Admty.)

MAURETANIA. Sailed 1st Nov. for Suez E.T.A. 11th Nov. 
Personnel on board.
(D.S.T.O. Durban 1234C/2 to S.S.T.O. Suez (r ) 
P.S.T.O. Egypt etc.)

Shipping 
under 
10 knots.

Aircraft
sightings.

Dakar
R/C.

R/C of Dakar at 1210 on 1st Nov. shows change 
since previous cover 28/9. Arrivals, 1 
Gallssoniere-class cruiser, A.M.C. QUERCY. 
Departures 5 submarines, 1 Redoubtable arid 4 
Sirene class, these may be the submarines reported 
In~niy 2109Z/1/11. B/S RICHELIEU had one air
craft shipborne, second catapult swung to port,
fun in B. turret appears to be in position. 

Freetown 1234Z/2 to Admty.)

Dispositions. DURBAN, CARTHAGE, NORMAN,EXPRESS,^CATTERICK,
KANARIS with W.S.23 034° 55’ S. 18° (?46*) E. 
to Durban 12|: knots. ROCKROSE, THYME, 035°

00’ S. 018° 50* E. proceeding to search for lifeboats in area 
about 037° 30' S. 019° 40’ E. * NIGELLA 035° 05’ S. 020° 00’ E.
to Capetown 12 knots.
(C. in C. S.A. 1257C/2.)

/DRAGON ..
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DRAGON. Intend sailing DRAGON for Freetown a.m. 3rd

Nov. calling at Pointe Noire and Duala.
(2) Ship should arrive Duala a.rn. 11th Nov. 

and sail a.m. 13th Nov. Object of visit to Duala is further 
improvement in our relationship with Fighting French in this 
area and is repetition of this ship's visit in July 1940, which 
was most successful.
(3) Request you will signal onward route from Duala to Freetown 
direct DRAGON.
(C. in C. S.A. 1317G/12 to R.A.W.A. (R) Admty., B.N.L.O. W.A., 
N.G.S.O. Duala.)

American ship ANNE HUTCHINSON was afloat in 
two halves for several days after being abandoned 
by crew. Fore part has now been towed into Port 
Elizabeth. All confidential books now recovered 
but not impossible that ship was boarded by U-boat 
and books examined while derelict was unattended.

(2) Master states books held were Mersigs, volumes one and two 
and S.P.02272 (18) (19) (20) (2l) also British and American 
zig-zag diagrams.
(3) Reasons for apparently unnecessarily abandoning ship and 
lack of any attempt to remove or destroy books are being 
investigated in conjunction with U.S. Naval Attache.
(C. in G. S.A. 1540G/2 to Admty.)

ANNE
HUTCHINSON, 

Neglect of 
C.Bs.

15 survivors landed near Agulhas 51st Oct. from 
Brit, ship EMPIRE GHAUGER sunk by U-Boat 17th 
Oct. in 37° 30' S. 21° E. Two lifeboats are 
still adrift.
(S.O.I. Capetown 1536C/2 to Admty. etc.)

A.l. On night 29th Oct. Portuguese sailing 
vessel JOVEM EDUARDO was hailed by S/M about 12 
miles S.W. of Moita Seca Lighthouse St. Antonia 
De Zaire and 10 miles off coast and made to stop 

after 2 shots being fired. Master and crew were ordered into 
lifeboat, their sailing vessel being set adrift. Master ordered 
aboard S/M and interrogated, afterwards being ordered aboard 
lifeboat again and to take different course to original direction 
of sailing vessel. After S/M was out of sight Master and crew 
rowed to sailing vessel again thence proceeding Loanda where 
protest lodged before Port Captain in that sense. Interrogation 
of Master was in French.(Loanda 1600/2 to Admty. 292 Squadron, Freetovm and Point Noire.)

MEXICO. American Army Transport MEXICO left Oct. 31st
destination Recife (Pernambuco)
(R.O. Natal 1850Z/2 to Admty.)

EMPIRE 
CHAUCER. 

(sunk 17th 
Oct.)

U/B.
29th Oct.

/CORINTHIAN .•
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My P.G. and S. 003° (?46’) N. 004° 19’ W. A., 
256° 10 knots. Y/eather report.
(CORINTHIAN 1901Z/2 to R.A.W.A.)

In order to minimize coal and oil offtake in 
West Africa, vessels proceeding there to load 
should have sufficient hunkers on leaving last 
South African port for (a ) voyage to Y/est Africa, 

as advised by N.C.S.O. plus (B) Consumption on Y/est African 
Coast plus (C) sufficient for a distance of 4,000 miles at full 
speed on leaving Freetown homewards with normal safety margin. 
Exceptional cases, such as when this amount of bunkers would 
seriously prejudice outward loading arrangements, may have to 
take limited quantity bunkers in Y/est Africa.

(D.T.D. 1922A/2 to C. in C. S.A., (R) R.A.W.A.)

CORINTHIAN.
J». S is

(hit. ^

Bunkers,
W. Africa.

A/C attack In 29° 46’ S. 32° 25’ E. at 1910C/1/11 Ventura
on U/B. aircraft attacked submarine (submerging) with three

depth charges. First two straddled bows, probably 
within ten yards. S/M submerged 3 seconds before 
first depth charge release.

(2) Aircraft unable remain more than 5 minutes owing to failing 
light but reports a patch of oil. No definite results observed 
then or by air search today.
(3) Estimate probably damaged.
(C. in C. S.A. 1929C/2 to Admty.)

BISCAYNE. Pass to Navy Department fromU.S.S. BISCAYNE.
Arrived Freetovm 1330Z/2 Nov. BISGAYNE Originator. 
Action Opnav pass to Compatwingslany and Cinclant 
for information.
(R.A.W.A. 1940Z/2 to B.A.D.)
(S.oXlO Freetown 2041Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

C.F.7. Arrivals 2nd Nov. SHROPSHIRE, HECLA, ARROW,
ACTIVE, AMARANTHUS with C.F.7.
(S.O^I.) Freetown 2029Z/2 to Admty.)

? Vichy 
Convoy.

At 1335/2. Hudson aircraft report. Merchant 
Ship 2 funnels.
(S.0j(l.) Freetown 2204Z/2 to Admty.)
Cancelled, see 1527/3.

SOUTHERN
GEM,

U/B.

SOUTHERN GEM reports attack on U-bOat in 002° 
33’ S. 009° 11' E. at 1730/2nd. No definite 
result.
(? R.A.W.A. 2207z/2 to Admty.)

”S" Report. The follov/ing has been read: Accuracy of
following message is doubtful. SSSS de (Portion 
missed) 28.02 S. 06.09 E. (Portion missed.) 
(Simonstown Y//T, No. T.0.0./2nd Nov. Reed. 
2240/2.)

/Lagos ...
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No.360. I am very gravely concerned at silting 
up of channel serving Lagos, since loss hy enemy 
action of Nigerian Artillery dredger ROBERT HUGHES. 
2. A new dredger is being constructed in England, 
but will not be available before the end of 1943. 

War Office have agreed that PATUNGA, now in Middle East, can be 
released for transfer to Lagos and we have been awaiting her 
arrival sunce June.
3. I am informed that departure date from Middle East is still 
indefinite, latest cause of delay being given as need for dry 
docking vessel. Dry docking could however be effected at Lagos, 
provided that PATUNGA is not too unseaworthy to undertake 
passage in present condition.
3. Matter is of greatest importance, as Lagos will bemused to an 
increasing extent. For example U.S. Army and R.A.F. will be 
using Lagos for disembarking and assembling aircraft and stores 
for Middle East.5. I attach greatest importance to release of PATUNGA, and 
should be grateful for anything you can do to avoid further 
delay. .(Resident Minister, Achimota No T.0.0./2 to S. of S. for 
Colonies.)

Lagos
Channel,
silting.
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Mediterranean.
SULLB3RG. Arrival 2nd November 11 hours German Steamer

SULLBERG Marseilles for fruit.
(Cartagena 0010 /2 to Admty).

PORPOISE. Caot.(S) 1. l6l2C/29th. Your route is through 
(l) 031+° 2k', 011+° 5 1 ’. (2) 0 3 5° 20' 0 1 4 ° 0i|’
R/V with sweepers as in memoranda Samat 1026A/5th 
(Capt.S.10. 0128A/2 to PORPOISE (R) C. in C.Med. 
Capt.S.1, S/Ms on patrol).

Enemy Following has been read:- Three enemy
Units. destroyers in positions 32.5k N. 23.1+0 E.

A. (Med.A/C 011+0/2).
' Following has been received P.C. and S.

enemy Merchant Vessels 1 Enemy Destroyer 31+.1+6 IT. 23.55 E. 
7 knots.
(Alexandria W/T 0200B/2).

of 2 
180° ,

P.C. and S. of 1 Enemy Merchant Vessel, 2 enemy destroyers 
5k. 20 N. 23.51+ E. 180° 20 knots.

(Med A/C 0201B/2).
P.C. and S. of 6 small craft j5.kl N. 2j>.52 E.I8O 0 6

9

knots.
(Med.A/C 0230/2.).
P.C. and S. of destroyers j>3.5l+ N. 2 3 . E. 180° 15 

knots.
(Med.A/C 0300B/2.).
P.C. and S.- of enemy, 1 Merchant Vessel, 2 destroyers,

5 aeroplanes is 33.20 IT. 23.1+5 E. course 180°. Speed unknown, 
visibility 10 miles.

(Med.A/C Duty K. 0832B/2).

S/Ms. S/Ms leave Malta at 1300A/3rd as follows
CLYDE. P.211 P.212, P.21+7 Northwestbound, UITA, UTMOST,

South of Q.B.B.95, bound east and then north. 
Sanctuary will be in force from 2300/2nd until 
your arrival.
(Capt.S. 10. 021+7A/2 to CLYDE).

Joint War Two enemy merchant vessels were sunk early
Communique yesterday morning when they were attempting
Nov.2nd. to enter Tobruk. They were attacked by our

torpedo carrying A/C and blew up after 
receiving direct hits. No enemy A/C crossed 

the Malta coastline yesterday.
(Mideast. T.0.0. 0900Z/2).

/U/B
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U/B 559. My 10l+3/31st Oct. and 1057/31st Oct. (N.T. in W.D
(destroyed U-Boat sank position 052° 01* N. 0^2° 52* E.
50th Oct.) (C. in G.Med. 09M+B/2 to Admty).

PORPOISE.
*

b + jt •

Ref.your sailing orders. When West of 019° E. 
you are to take no action against unescorted 
Motor Vessels. They are to he avoided.
(Gant.S.10.1020A/2 to PORPOISE (R) Oapt.( S) 1. 
G. in G.Med).

Gositrep. 1.Night 51st Oct/lst Nov. Torpedo Wellingtons
No.575. attacking convoy 2 small merchant vessels about
Part 2. 1,500 tons North West of Tobruk sank one.

Second was sunk by Beauforts at dawn.
(G. in C.M.E. 101+5 G.M.T./2).

RORQUAL. Capt.(S) 10. 2022/51st. Onward passage through
( A) 055° 12' 021° 21+'. On arrival at this 
position you are to patrol in the vicinity_until 

dusk Nov. 5th, When you are to proceed through (B) 0̂ >1° 5b'
052° 55', thence direct to arrive Port Said searched channel 
0550B Nov.9th. Whilst in position (A) nothing is to be attacked 
Further signals will be made.
(Capt.S.l. 1115B/2 to RORQUAL(R) G. in G.Med. Oapt.(S) 10,
TAKU, Gapt.Coastal Forces.)

TAKU. By dawn Nov. l+th you are to be in position
056.02 025.01, where you are to remain until 
further orders.

2. On entering Aegean only southbound tankers and ships of 
5000 tons or more may be attacked. After dawn Nov.4th nothing 
is to be attacked. Further signal will be made.
(Gapt.S.l. 111+0B/2 to TAKU (R) 0. in G.Med. Oapt.(S) 10 
RORQUAL, Greek Sub. NEREUS.).

1.Cancel my 1517/lst. Patrol area K. Keep East of 
longitude 022° 50'.
2. Ref. my lll+0/2nd. 1st paragraph postponed until further 
orders.

(Gant.S.1. 2002B/2 to TAKU, (R) G. in G.Med. RORQUAL,
G.S.NEREUS, Gapt.(S) 10).

Enemy P.C. and S. of enemy 6 medium vessels (4»000
Units. tons) 2 destroyers,5 twin-engined aeroplanes

36.55 N. 24.00 E. 000° 6 knots.
(A/G Gall Sign T6N Duty H. 1520B/2 to 201 N.G. Gp) 

P.G. and S. of enemy,5 merchant vessels, 1 cruiser, 10 
destroyers, 1 aircraft, 33.59 N. 25.40 E. 175° 6 knots. S.69. 

(A/G Gall Sign S6P Duty X 1504B/2 to 201 Group).

/Communique....
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Communique.

enemy lines.

Intend issuing following communique:- 
During the past week our Coastal Forces have 
carried out operations against Area in rear of 
Fire was exchanged with shore defences and enemy 

All Units returned to Base withoutaircraft attacked our force, 
damage or casualties.
(C. in C.Med. 1559/2 to Admty).

ENDEAVOUR Regret to report ship took ground 0709 today
grounding. 2nd in outer harbour Port Berenice when

proceeding out. No damage sustained and no 
plates strained but efforts to refloat hei 

have so far been unsuccessful. Ship is aground only from 
bridge forward on a shelving sand coral bottom. Further 
signal will be made if it is considered a tug is required. 
(ENDEAVOUR 1610C/2 to F.O.R.S.C.A.(R) C. in C.Med. N.O.I.C. 
Port Sudan).

U/B. At 10p7A/2nd transit Beaufort reported 1 S/M
350,Cane Caxine 40 course 270° speed slow. 
(V.A.Malta 1752A/2 to F.O.C.N. A.).

4 M.T.Bs simulated landings off Ras Gibeysa and 
Ras El Daba night of 1/2 Nov. Rafts, Calcium 
flakes and balloons were dropped which successful 
(?drew) enemy's fire. No damage or casualties 
to our forces. Press communique issued (see 

my 1539B/2/11 to Admiralty only) which includes operation in ray 
1719/29, para.1.
2. My 104Vbl.0ct. The C.O. 4 officers and p5 ratings from U- 
Boat were taken prisoner.
(C. in C.Med 1802B/2 to Admty).

Situation 
Renort 
No.287.

Malta Air 1.86 2/11 C.S. R. Night 1/2. No enemy activity.
Report. 2nd. 1220 hours 24 ME.109s some carrying bombs

approached Malta at height and were intercepted 
North of Island by 11 Spitfires but enemy had 

height advantage and no combat resulted. A few bombs on Luaa 
aerodrome caused craters but runways remained serviceable. 1 
ME.109F bomber was shot down b machine gun fire from Luqa R.A.F. 
ground defence. 1518 hours 50 plus ME.109s approached at great 
height and were intercepted 50 miles North of Malta by 16 
Spitfires who forced majority of raiders to turn back. Enemy 
had height advantage and 1 Spitfire was destroyed pilot wounded. 
Today 27 Spitfire sorties have been made against 54 enemy 
sorties in addition 10 Spitfires sorties have been made in R/C 
patrols North of Malta but no enemy A/C or shipping was sighted. 
(A.H.Q.Malta. 1915Z/2).

/SOLFONN....
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SOLFONN,
BRITISH
CliEMIST.
repatriations.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Axis are "being asked for safe conduct for SS. 
SOLFONN and SS.BRITISH CHEMIST, from Abadan, to 
"bunker second flight of repatriation liners at 
Berbera and Massawa.
2. Understand intention is to sail tankers from 
Abadan 15th November, and Axis require maximum 

period of notice.
5.Request you will confirm route to Berbera, markings and 
illumination will be as in C. in.G.E.F.0951Z/3rd May. Request 
also route of BRITISH CHEMIST to Massawa.
(M.Branch 1945A/2 to F.O.R.S. C. in C.E.F.).

Movements. 2nd Nov. Port Said arrivals PAKENHAM, JAVELIN,
CROOME, HURWORTH, ORION, ARETHUSA, EURYALUS, 
KELVIN, HERO, Hospital Ship MAINE.

Departures. PAKENHAM, JAVELIN, CROOME, HURWORTH, ORION, 
ARETHUSA, EURYALUS, CUMBRAE, L.C. T.108.
(N.O.I.C.Port Said. 2116B/2 to Admty C. in C.Med).

Genoa 
Ansaldo, 
Savona, 
Turin.

G/926 2/11. P.R.U.Sortie C/5^2 feted 2nd November, 
time 12i;0 hours.
(P.R.U. Benson 2310A/2 to Admty etc).

Black Sea. l.Nava3.(a) Night of October 50th enemy attempted
landings from 30 R-Boats at points 10 and 12 
K/Ms S E. Novorossisk. Landing parties driven 

off by artillery and machine gun fire.
(b) Same night Russian R-Boats took off R/C party which had 
landed a few days previously near Anapa. Party killed 100 
of enemy and (?captured) documents etc.
(2) Enemy air patrol now operating off Bulgarian Coast.
(5) (a) Novorossisk. Little fighting; Russian artillery fire 
very effective.
(b) Tuapse. Enemy advance checked and several important 
points recaptured.
?c) Bombers about Nalchik front.
(N.L.O. Black Sea No.T.0.0. Reed.1807/2).
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Movements.
East Indies.

%*■//•/>{-Mi i iijic./*. V P w A  A/*./” *-//> .
(Corrupt group) 0120Z/2nd NovV HAWKINS, LISMORE 
escorting Hired Transport KUTSANG.
(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll 0121Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

Arrival 0440Z/2nd Nov. HOXA and FRITILLARY.
(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll 0442Z/2 to Adrnty. etc.)
U.S. Sub THRESHER left.
(N.O.I.C. Seychelles 0510Z/2 to Admty. etc.)
2nd Nov. arrived FREESIA and Tanker EASDALE. Left 

FREESIA E.T.A. Kilindini 1330Z/5th.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez 1230Z/2 to C. in C. E.F. etc.) 
Colombo departures 2nd November,1300Z,B.D.V. JAN DE WAELE, 

arrival 0235Z/ OKAPI.
(S.O.(I.J Colombo 1609Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

U/B,failure Your 1914Z/30th Oct. Chances of intercepting

attempting to take off and other was switched from one patrol 
to the other, neither being efficiently covered. 2nd night 
2 Patrols were organised to cover passage between Addu and 
Chagos but neither were flown. As visibility during daylight 
patrol was often poor, percentage efficiency air search must be 
reckoned very low and there is no reason why U-boat should not 
have passed through Addu - Chagos passage unobserved.
(F.O. Ceylon 0323Z/2 to C. in C. E.F. (R) A.O.C. Ceylon, Admty.) 
(W.D. Note.- Remarks by 222 Group See 1100/3.)
JASMINE, It had been intended to send 2 Corvettes to the

2. In view however of U-Boat activity in these 
Commands, I am sailing JASMINE for Durban now. Request you 
will keep NIGELLA for the present.
3. It may be necessary to withdraw both of these ships should 
U-Boats appear in Persian Gulf or Gulf of Aden.

(c. in C. E.F. 0707Z/2 toC. in C. S.A. (R) Admty., 
S.N.O.P.G. Commdre i/c Durban, F.O. East Africa.) 
Departure p.m. 2/11 JASMINE.
(F.O. East Africa 1513Z/2 to Admty.)

Craft for Your (?1640A)/25th. Special craft_and equipment

alter the landing craft requirements given in Armindia's 26572/GC 
nf Sfit.h Ont. to C.O.S.

of Air 
Patrol.

and destroying U-boat were spoilt by failure of 
Catalinas temporarily based at Addu Atoll to fly 
A.S.V. patrol on Friday and Saturday nights.
On first night one Catalina hit reef while

*NIGELLA.
*  js .

Persian Gulf as soon as they could be afforded 
from East Africa and 1 Corvette later.

Combined
Operations.

peculiar to Combined Operations against Japanese 
can in general be produced locally with the 
exception of engines for M.E. pattern of light 
assault craft and for Dhows, but this does not

/been ...
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Craft for 
Combined
Operations 
(contd.)

"been recommended in Armindia's 15562/G of 29th 
June to Troopers.
5. This telegram agreed to "by the staffs of 
the 3 services.
(A.C.O.I. 0740Z/2 to Admty. for C.C.O.)

Addu
Atoll,
Cable.

In view of the revised functions of Addu given in 
A.M.1358/2nd Oct. and of the difficulties already 
encountered in connection Y/ith the diversion of
the Seychelles - Colombo cable, express full 
concurrence with para 4 of F.O.I.C. Ceylon's 
0916/30.
(C. in C. E.F. 0856Z/2 to Admty. (R) F.O. 
Ceylon, N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll.)

Your 0916/50. Suggest lay shore ends type E. from 
southern end Abuhera one mile eastward and then buoy. Then lay
type D through either northern channel and splice up. Then
treat other end similarly, possibly using other channel.
Complete with bay lines from cable hut to cable station.
No objection to laying cables over guard loops but mine loops 
should be avoided if possible. Suggest cables should be brought 
through each channel over guard loops and then follow the 
general run of the tail cables. Report by signal if plan of 
loops and minefields is held by N.O.I.C. Alternatively cables 
could be laid through the minefields and risk of possible damage 
to either would have to be accepted but this course should only 
be adopted as a last resort.

(D.S.D. 1920A/2 to F.O. Ceylon.)

China, W.X. 3426 A.114 27/10. S.L. 2238/27.

shipping. Many fires M.T. After bombing, formation was 
intercepted by 18 Type 0 and 1 45 fighters of which 10 confirmed 
shot down 5 probable. 1 American bomber, 1 fighter lost, 
pilot of latter believed wounded but safe in free? Chinese 
territory.
2. Dark hours morning 26 Oct. Small force 5 or 6 bombers 
attacked North Point Power Station Hong Kong. Complete 
destruction claimed. All aircraft returned.
3. Later morning 26 October. Many fires started very mild 
explosion reported? after attack by bombers on v/hite cloud 
airfield North East of Canton. All aircraft returned.
p>. imprififln H.Qrs. here receive very little more information

Air Report. 1. U.S. China West Task Force Operations. 
Afternoon 25th Oct. 12 Bombers, 9 fighters 
attacked Hong Kong - Kowloon Area docks and

/Kilindini
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East Indies - Contd.
Your 1522/29. Loop sensitivity must be adjusted 
to suit tonnage of target.
2. Your para 4. Signature of large ship will 
mask that of midget. Identification of simultan
eous crossing considered impracticable. Shunting 
down is recommended when large ship is about to 
cross to bring sensitive system back to zero as 
soon as possible.
3. Suggestion in your para 3 is in hand but will 
not solve difficulty in your para 4.
4. Difficulty will be aggravated by cable movement 
reported in para 3 of your 708/E.F 4751 dated 
24th Aug. Suggest cable between ends of legs and 
junction box should be hauled taut. Alternatively 
improvement may be obtained by relaying loops 
with sinkers at comers from small lighter with 
power boat alongside.

* 5. Also suggest periodic time of integrators
see C.B.1869 clause 87 and voltage of supply 
should be checked.
(D.A/S W. 1926A/2 to C. in C. E.F. )
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U/B.
America and West Indies.
Intercept de San Juan, Puerto Rico Radio. 
S/M sighted 1 i+.55 N. 62+. 10 W. at 1923Z/01, 
(Valentia Radio, 0126/2 to Admty.)

EMPIRE , 
SUNRISE

(S.C. 107)
torpedoed. 
RESTIGOUCHE 
attack on 
U/B.

. . S. C. 107 attacked at 0032+/2nd in 51*56 N. 2+6.12 
‘ W. No.93, EMPIRE SUNRISE, torpedoed port side. 
/*" No casualties, all survivors aboard rescue ship. 

Consider ship capable of salvage. 2 hours 
previously RESTIGOUCHE got within 2+00 yards of 
Q/hl on surface 8 miles astern of convoy and 
carried out strong attack. Weather.
(C.T.U. 22+. 1. 12+, 02+19Z/2 to C.T.F. 22+, (R)
Connav, Admty., etc.)

Following is a recoded version of C.O.A.C’s 0225/2 (begins) 
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa from C.O.A.C. Following interception from 
Belle Isle N.F. from E.C. “At 0025 G.M.T./2 intercepted 
following on 500 k/cs - S S S S No.93 torpedoed starboard 
side at 0007 G.M.T./2“. No position given. No bearing due 
to short transmission. 0225/2. (Ends.)

(N.S.H. Q. , 02+2+5 Z/2 to Admty., etc.)
Co. T.U. 22+. 1.12+’s 02+19/2nd. H.M.R.T. TENACITY sailed 

1130Z/2nd St. Johns N.F. to salvage SS. EMPIRE SUNRISE and 
tow to St. Johns N.F.

(C.C.N.F. , 102+5 Z/2 to C.T. 22+, Admty., etc.)

S.C. 107, Further mass attacks, 5 more ships torpedoed,
further Details follow.
attacks. (C.T.U. 22+.1 .12+, 0811Z/2 to C.T.F. 22+, (r ) Connav,

Admty., C. in C. W.A., N. S. H. Q. , F.O.N.F.,
C 0 A C , C T G. 22+. 7*)

S.C. 107 was attacked* at 0032+/2nd in 0510 56’ N. 02+6° 12*
W. and again at 08l1Z/2nd. Request you will consider sailing 

izoME BIBB, ̂ NGHAM and SCHENCK as early as possible to reinforce
escort, with instructions that they remain with convoy until 
further orders.

(C. in C. W.A. , 1155Z/2 to C.T.G. 22+.6, (R) Connav,
Escorts S«C«107, C.T.F. 22+, Admty. , N.S.H. Q. , F.O.N.F. , 
C.O.A.C. , C.T.G. 22+. 7.)

|----- ^Detach one destroyer forthwith and direct him report
C.T.U. 22+. 1.12+ as reinforcement escort of S.C. 107*

(C.T. 22+, 1711Z/2 to C.T.U. 22+.1.16, (R) Escorts of H.X.
213, and C.T.U. 22+.1.12+, Admty., C.O.A.C., C. in C. W.A. , 
Escorts S.C.107, N.S.H. Q. , F.O.N.F., C.T.G. 22+. 7.)
C. in C. Western Approaches 1150Z/2nd (1155/2 intended). 

Comply as consistent with commitments.
(C.T. 22+, 1725Z/2 to C.T.G. 21+.6. (R) Connav, Admty., etc.) 
Your 1155. C.T.U. 22+.6.3 ih^TNGHAM sailing at once.

U.S. Destroyer LEARY will follow tonight and U.S. Destroyer 
SCHENCK will sail tomorrow Tuesday morning.

(C.T.G. 22+.6, 175 2/2 to C. in C. W.A. , (R) Connav, C.T.U. 
22+. 1.12+, C.T. 22+. )

i______^Your 1711Z/2nd. VANESSA detailed.
(C.T.U. 22+. 1.16, 1815Z/2 to C.T.F. 22+, (r ) Connav, Admty., 
C. in C. W.A.. N.S.H. Q. , F.O.N.F., C.O.A.C., C.T.G. 22+.7, 
C.T. 22+.1.12+.)

/S.C. 107 ...
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s.c. 107,
further 
attacks. 
(Contd.)

America and West Indies - Contd.
S.C.107 P.C. and S. 53-18 N. 43-09 W. (B) 043°
7 knots. No.85 PARTHENON torpedoed and sunk at 
l645Z/2nd in low visibility in 52.59 N. 44-02 W. 
survivors rescued. CELANDINE requires R.D/F 
valve C U 18 A. Weather.
(C.T.U. 2k. 1.1 4, 2229Z/2 to C.T.F.24, (R)
Connav, Admty., C. in C. W.A. , N.S.H.Q. , F.O.N.F. 
C.O.A.C., C.T.G. 24.7, C.T.U. 24.1.16, T. G. No. 2k. 6.)

U/B. Intercepted from San Juan radio at 0120 G.M.T.
submarine sighted 14.55 N. 64.10 W.
(Kingston, 0559/2 to Admty.)

U/B. U-Boat by D/F at 0351Z/2nd. in vicinity of 0510
30' N. 046° 00' W. accurate within 60 miles, 
frequency 7770 k/cs.
(N.S.H.Q., 0602Z/2 to Task Unit 24-1.16, Task 
Unit 24-1.14, C.O.A. C. , F.O.N.F., (R) Admty.,
S. B.N.O.W.A. , Opnav.)

Ship
torpedoed,
Wabana.

Ship torpedoed off Wabana Anchorage Conception 
Bay at 0605Z/2nd.
(C.O.A.C., 0705Z/2 to Admty.)

Movements
Summary.

1800 G.M.T./2nd.
Ship Position

A. Si-QUEEN OF^ LEXBERMUDA
34° N. 29£° W. 
13° N. 49£° W.

Course Speed
344° 14
080° 16

(D.O.D.(F), 1045Z/2 to Opnav, (R) Comnaveu.)

HOLMPARK. Overdue Trinidad British HOLMPARK.
(S.O.I. Jamaica, 1119R/2 to Admty., etc.)

B.Y.M.S. My 193lZ/30th, sailing delayed due to weather. 
(F.O.N.F., 1136Z/2 to Admty.)

U/B. U-Boat by D/F at 0819Z in vicinity of 053° 0 0 ’
N. 041° 3 0 ’ W. accurate within 60 miles, 
frequency 7640 k/cs, ENIGMA 35 groups.
(N.S.H.Q., 1221Z/2 to C.T.U. 24.1.14, C.T.U. 
24.1.16, C.O.A.C., F.O.N.F., (R) Admty., S.B.N.O. 
W.A. , Opnav, Connav.)

U/B. U-Boat position by D/F at 1200Z/2 within 150 mil
of 053° 043° 3 0 ’ B.T. type 10510 k/cs.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1450/2 to C.T.U. 24.1.16, 
C.T.U. 24-1.14, U.S.C.G. MANHASSET. C.T.F.24.)

/  U/B . - .
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U/B
Positions.

America and West Indies - Contd. I
2nd Nov. S/lvI estimate and U.S. Submarine Notice. I 
(Cominch, 1541/2, 1542, 1 6 1 4 , 1 6 1 5 , 16 16/ 2.)

VAN
KINSBERGEN.

CRUllC? V̂ /V IArrival 2nd Dutch Gorvette KINSBERGEN from 
unknown port. A
(R. 0. San Juan P.R., 1621/2 to Admty., etc.)

Dutch
Tugs.

Your 2223/30th October para. 3* Tug allocations. 
Approved.
(D.O.D. (F), 1628A/2 to B.A.D. )

OMAHA,
MARBLEHEAD,
JOUETT.

This is repetition C.T.G. 23.3» 1222/02 action 
Opnav, C.T.F. 23, (R) W. A. West Africa and 
Cinclant. On leaving convqy morning 6th 
November in approx. 5 N. 50 & !', OMAHA, MARBLEHEAD, 
JOUETT will make endurance patrol east probable 
advance 12 knots to longitude 14° W. thence to 
Recife with E.T.A. 18th November.
(Radio Washington, 1700/2 to Admty.)

U/B
Situation.

Following is summary of Cominch bi-weekly U-Boat 
Trend No. 5 of 31st October. Withdrawal of 
U-Boats from all U.S. sea frontiers indicates 
strategic redistribution. Resumption of

operations in above area unlikely for at least 2 weeks. 
Shipping lanes south of 20° N. and in South Atlantic likely 
to be attacked this winter, submarines being refuelled at sea. 
North Atlantic convoy routes will continue to be attacked by 
Wolf Pack. Aircraft report from St. Lawrence indicate U-Boat 
painted sea green with white conning tower to simulate sailing 
boat. Total number in Atlantic 106 out of which 56 in U.S.
area. Constant figure for Atlantic accounted for by enemy
sending reinforcements to Mediterranean and Indian Ocean.
(B. A. D., 1713Z/2 to Admty.)

GUADELOUPE
(French)

Extract from Vesca telegram ? arrived. 
(New Orleans, 1721/2 to M.W.T.)

Shipping, 
Entrance to 
U.S. Ports.

Your 2307A/30 (Commodores of Convoys warned 
to use prescribed channels when entering U.S. 
ports.) para. 7 of escort's report reads "also 
on 30th September the Commodore's 1400Z position 
was considerably in error to the southward and

despite repeated information and instructions from me he 
disregarded the swept channel, finally approaching the Ambrose 
on a course of 270° approx, happily without incident'1. 
(N.S.H.Q. , 1842Z/2 to Admty.)

/Bunkers ...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Bunkers, In order to minimize coal and oil offtake in
W. Africa. West Africa vessels proceeding there to load

should have sufficient bunkers on leaving last 
American or Caribbean port for (a) vovage to 

West Africa, as advised by Routeing Officer, plus (b; consump
tion on West African Coast plus (c) sufficient for a distance 
of 4,000 miles at full speed on leaving Freetown homewards 
with normal safety margin. Exceptional cases, such as when 
this amount of bunkers would seriously prejudice outward 
loading arrangements, may have to take limited quantity 
bunkers in West Africa. B.A.D. and N.S.H.Q. pass to Sparks 
and Huband respectively.
(D.T.D., 1921A/2 to B.A.D. , N.S.H. Q. )

O.N.139, (1) Commodore Brownrigg of O.N.139 states that
enemy the six ships keeping watch on Medium Frequency
signals. D/F between 350 and 450 k/cs heard nothing and

inference is that enemy only using H/F for 
reporting.

(2) Not one of 28 transmissions recorded by Cairnvalona H/F D/F 
Guard had characteristics of homing or sighting signal as 
described in Confidential book 4002 N( 2) or 3082, and inference 
is that these are now concealed in guise of short signal or 
perhaps with characteristics of weather report.
(B.R.L.O. New York, 1925Z/2 to Admty. , (R) N.S.H.Q., B.A.D.) 
Reply: Admty. 1938A/5*

Your 1532/31st October. KOSMOS II torpedoed 
and sunk. Survivors landed. Situation not 
yet clear, BIC ISLAND. Further signal will be 
made.
(D.T.D. , 1929A/2 to N.S.H.Q.)

Following has been read 54.32 N. 27*46 W.
Sub. sighted.
(CLAN MACAULAY, 2034/2.)

Connav Serial 1 and 2. AMERICAN LEADER Serial 
30 officially presumed lost. NORLUNA aground 
58 N. 68 W. probably salvaged. Tug (corrupt 
group corrupt group) S grounded sunk same 

location. ^EMPIRE SUNRISE torpedoed 2nd November 51-56 (?75) 
46.12 W. Convoy S.C. 107. Still afloat tug despatched. 5 
additional ships reported torpedoed in this convoy same date, 
names unknown.
(Connav, 2052/2 to Coranaveu.)

ILE DE Modify my 2153/18. ILE DE FRANCE will proceed
FRANCE. San Francisco for docking instead of Esquimalt.

About four days required in dock.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2055/2 to Admty., etc.) 

Ref. Admty. 010b/19th October, para. 1. ILE DE FRANCE will 
now be dry-docked at San Francisco.
(B.A.D., 2223Z/2 to N.S.H.Q., (R) D. of S.T. , Admty., A.C.N.B. , 
N. Z.N.B. )

KOSMOS II, 
BIC ISLAND.

CLAN
MACAULAY, 

U/B.

Shipping
Casualties.

/Bunkers ...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Bunkers, Your 1810A/31. For your information bunker
St. Thomas. coal supply at St. Thomas very low, exact amount

on hand unknown.
(Cominch C. & R., 2100/2 to Admty.)

U/B. Pan-American plane reports sighting submarine
at 11140 G.M.T. in 19° 30* N. 68° 30’ W. 

(Kingston, J., 2135R/2 to Adraty.)

Canadian My 2211Z/26 September (N.T. in W.D.) It has
Shipbuilding, been found impossible to either build twin screw 

Corvettes in the Great Lakes and bring them 
out via Mississippi or to obtain designs of a 

suitable escort vessel which can get out through the St. 
Lawrence.
2. Naval Staff have therefore decided to build in the Great 
Lakes higher? Algerine class minesweepers which will be used 
primarily for anti-submarine escort or revised 190 foot single 
screw Corvettes.
3. Requested that Admiralty will comment on relative value of 
Algerine class compared with single screw Corvette for anti
submarine escort.
(N. S.H. Q. , 2138Z/2 to Admty.)

Your 2212/29 to B.A.D. (6 fast ships to be 
sailed to destination in Gulf.) EMPIRE FLINT 
sailed 1200Z/2 November for Baton Rouge via 
NK route "Bard" and KH route "Work". E.T.A.
1.2th November. S. of A. 11 knots.
(B.R.O. New York, 21l*0Z/2 to Admty., (R) N.S.H.Q. 
B.A.D. )

My 2121/15» cancel sailing MARIPOSA.
(C. in C. U. S. Fleet, 2150/2 to C.E. 3.F.)

(a ) Unidentified torpedoed 1*7.1*1 N. 52.55 W. 
0605Z/2. *EMPIRE SUNRISE torpedoed 51.56 N.
1*6.12 W. 0007Z/2. Five unidentified torpedoed 
area 52.15 N. 1*5.10 W. 2nd November. British 
trawler sights sub. on surface 70.21 N. 15*18 W. 

1225Z/1. * RESTIGOUCHE attacks sub. on surface 51.1*5 N. 1*6.20 W.
2230Z/1. >7/
(B) R.A.F. plane sights sub. 59.13 N. 19.1*7 W. 1250Z/1.
(C) Sub. sighted 11*. 55 N. 61*. 10 W. 1923Z/1 course 27. Panam 
plane sights sub. on surface 36.55 N. 7U.55 W. 1355Z/2 course 
200.(D) JAN VAN BRAKEL attacks sound contact 06.21 N. 55*38 ,V. 
1325Z/12 October. HESPERUS attack 51.07 N. 111*. 36 W. 081*5Z/2. 
(Cominch, 2159/2 to Admty. for O.I.C.)

Tankers, 
Gulf Ports, 
EMPIRE 

FLINT.

MARIPOSA.

Sub attack 
and sighting 
summary.

/EMPIRE GRACE . . .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.11.19U2.
Monday.

America and West Indies - Contd.
EMPIRE

GRACE.
Your 2258/1. U.S. Authorities agree. 
(B.A.D., 2221Z/2 to Admty.)

U/B Comeastseafron's 1810/2.
Positions. (S/M Estimate 0800Q/November 3rd.)

(Comnaveu, 221+3/2 to Admty.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Attacks My 1156z/5th October. Nil returns for October,
on U/Bs. (A.C.N. B. , 0829Z/2 to Admty.)

Situation. Digest Serial No. 281+ November 1st. Reports
indicate 2 heavy cruisers, 1+ light cruisers, 20 
destroyers and gunboats, 1 escort vessel or 

minelayer, 3 probable seaplane tenders, 15 cargo vessels, 1 
tanker, 3 submarines Buin Faisi Area, afternoon 1st November.
1 heavy cruiser, 1 light cruiser sighted off Ovau Island course 
N.W. approx, same time. 20 landing barges sighted along Buin 
coast. 1 destroyer sighted 68 miles W.S.W. off Treasury 
Island early afternoon 1st November apparently crippled, course 
N.W.2. 9 Catalinas, 12 B.17s attacked shipping Buin Faisi area 
early morning 1st November. Direct hit on one transport, 
probable hit on an unidentified warship, possible hit on 
destroyer several near misses. Some bombs dropped on Kihili 
airdrome.
3. Aerial R/C reported 1 cruiser, 2 cargo vessels (10,000 and 
12,000 tons) 3° 56’ S. 150° 19' E. at 21552/31 course 225°.
i+. 7 B. 25s attacked Lae aerodrome early morning 1st November. 
Fire started in dump area. 1i+A. 20s escorted by 16 P.l+Os 
intercepted by fighters in mission to attack Lae. 3 Zeros 
possible destroyed. At least 25 fighters at Lae airdrome 1st 
November.5. 3 B.25s on armed R/V 1st November were intercepted by 7 
fighters 20 miles N.W. Buna.
6. Forward elements advanced forward of Abari and Isurava 
1st November, no enemy contact.
7. Possibly 3 aircraft attacked Port Moresby area early morning 
1st November, nil damage or casualties.
8. Timor area. 1 merchant vessel, 1 destroyer sighted 31st
October south of Alor Island proceeded west of Liquica (15 
miles west of Dilli.) 100 Japanese reported at Maobisse
31st October. Enemy aircraft bombed Villa DM Ourique ( 18 
miles S.S.W. of Manatuto and Mape 30th October.)
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. , 0903Z/2 to Admty., etc.)

/Movements ...
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Movements.

Scuttling 
of M/Vs.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand - Contd.
Arrival 31st Oct., Townsville, U. S. Transport 
BANTAM* 1st Nov., U. S. transports ANHUI, 
MAETSUYCKER, BOSPHORUS.
(N.B. Melbourne 1001Z/2 to Admty. etc.)

Your 1728Z/21st Sept. Is it desired that 
scuttling charge be fitted to British and 
Allied Merchant Ships (?other) than U.S.A. 
Ships? a  design is available using 25 pounds 
Amatol demolition charge mark 2 Tamped in sand 
box with 2 long lengths Bickford Fuze. 
(A.C.N.B. 1309Z/2 to Admty.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions 120 2
(D.D.I.C. 1U212A/2, li+59



C.E.5548/42.

To Heads of Departments 
arid Branches only.

cAx pu ~) *4  DEC mz
OFFICE ACQUAINT B.G.A./42 (LONDON A.E.F./42) 

Adviser on Miscellaneous Weapons

With reference to Secret O ffice  Acquaint B.A.Z. /42 (London A .T./42), Rear-Admiral 
E. de F. Rtnouf, C.V.O., has been re-appolnted fo r  duty with A.C.N.S. (W) as Adviser on 
Miscellaneous Weapons (short t i t l e  A.M.W.) to date 3rd November, 1942. He w i l l  be assisted 
by a small s ta f f .  '  - '

2. The duties o f the Adviser on Miscellaneous Weapons w il l  be

(a) To study special o ffensive operations as directed by A.C.N.S. (W ).

(b) To study the o ffens ive  application and p o s s ib i l i t ie s  of new weapons, excluding A/S

(c ) To study new technical developments In order to re la te  them to possible o ffensive

In th is  way, he w i l l  act as a counterpart of D.M.W.D., on the Naval S ta ff Side.

3. Proposals fo r  the development o f new types.o f weapons, except A/S weapons, w i l l  pass 
through the Admiralty departments and S ta ff  D ivisions as before, but should be re ferred  to 
A.M.W. at an ea rly  stage.

4. A.M.W. w i l l  discuss with C on tro lle r 's  departments any ideias requiring research 
and development work,

5. The Adviser on Miscellaneous Weapons and h is  s ta f f  are accommodated as fo llow s :-

Rear Admiral Renouf. Room 59 Bank Block V. Ext. 843

S ta f f  Room 60 Bank Block V, Ext. 195

weapons.

operations.

Ext. 1254

(INITIALLED.) J. S. B,

18th December, 1942,

O ffice  Acquaint B.F.Z./42 overlea f.



P.010488/42.

OFFICE ACQUAINT B.F.Z . /k 2 .  
gMgsLjjameg-and peslg n a tlo n  of Small r . r * f t

«•» cSS,r,rMn a  ,sw ~
Traw lersISLES C lass. Job No.

f CALDY

. ’GILLSTONE
*  CRAIN

CULLAND'KITTERN
• M3HST0NE «SKOKHOLM

2 . The twentyfour 11 designated 
bu ild ing  firm s wij

J. 2680 
J.2682
J.2717 
J-2719 
J . 2721 
J •2723

Date of 
order.
28. 9.1*2

//  C ontractor.
John Lewis & sons I t  

Aberdeen.
{ Cochrane & Sons Ltd. 

'  { Selby, Yorks.
( Cook, Helton & Geairae 

4.11*42 J L td .,Beverley
( Yorks.

(P ,010488/42} . 
(P.010902//*2). 
(P .011984/42).

» • K . w T “ p?hrL in c™ a'  »■ « *■ »promulgated when reported . f  the nUmbers t0  the resp ec tive

(P .013430/42),

21 s t  December, 1 9 4 2 ,

O ffice Acquaint B .0.A ./42 overleaf.
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Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
The River Clyde east of the port of Glasgow was 
closed to traffic yesterday and today on account 
of fog.

M.L.125 was cut in two by a mine early this 
morning in 115° North Foreland 20? miles whilst 
proceeding with 5 other M.Ls to carry out mine
laying operation N.P.51A near Outer Ruytingen 
Bank.

Mines were detonated in Lyme Bay today.

North Atlantic.
JAMAICA sailed from Gibraltar at 1330 today.

South Atlantic.
SS. EMPIRE RENNIE and FRANS HALS reported being 
attacked by submarines early this morning in 
about 0° 34' S. 32® 27’ W. : the ships counter
attacked with gunfire and depth charges.
(EMPIRE RENNIE on 4th November claimed that 
submarine was damaged and perhaps sunk by her 
gunfire.)

R.A. West Africa reports that when PHOEBE was 
torpedoed on 23rd October off Pointe Noire the 
corvette AMARANTHUS attacked and at least 
severely damaged the U-Boat and prevented a 
second attack on PHOEBE.

H.M. Boom Defence Vessel PANORAMA which sailed 
from Freetown on 28th October is overdue at 
Bathurst since 31st October, R.A.F. have been 
asked to search for her.

DRAGON sailed from Siraonstown for Freetown today, 
calling at Pointe Noire and Duala; the object 
of the latter visit is the further improvement 
of our relations with the Fighting French.
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Convoy
T.A.G.18.

S.C.107.

76
3.11.1942.
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.
A hospital near Takali Aerodrome was damaged by 
air attack on Malta last night. Today the 
enemy renewed his attacks on the Malta aerodromes 
by fighter bombers and Luqa was rendered 
temporarily unserviceable.

East Indies.
C. in C. E.F. states that a large number of repor 
continues to be received of ships failing to 
receive diversion signals addressed to them, 
and he has given instructions that a full 
investigation of the circumstances is always 
to be made.

America and West Indies.
It is reported that 4 ships were torpedoed today 
in Convoy T.A.G.18 in approx. 12" N. 63® W.
(about 150 miles east of Curacao) viz. CHR. J. 
KAMPMANN (sunk), LEDA (sank in tow) GYPSUM 
EMPRESS (presumed sunk), THORSHAVET (sunk).
The remainder of the convoy returned to Trinidad.

The convoy was attacked throughout last night 
and again today and the tanker HAHIRA was 
torpedoed and sunk at 1040 in 54® 37* N. 41" 
45’. . TITUS is also reported sunk." At 1231Z 
RESTIGOUCHE reported that she had obtained 35 
E/F d/F bearings in the last ?8 hours.
MOOSEJAW has joined the escorts.

Australia and New Zealand.
It is reported that U.S. PRESIDENT COOLIDGE 
(21,936 tons) was mined and sunk on 25th October 
at the entrance to Espirito Santo Harbour, New 
Hebrides.
Dilli was attacked again today, by 4 Hudsons 
before dawn and by 8 Marauders at OlOOz, causing 
much damage.
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HOME COMMANDS.

B.Y.M.S.
2,3, 4, and 
50.

Policy.
B.Y.M.S. 2;B.Y.M.S.3, B.Y.M.S.U, B.Y.M.S.50, 
about to leave Canada for Londonderry direct 
are allocated to 150th M.S.P.at Portsmouth.
On arrival in U.K. they should he sailed 
accordingly.
(D.M.S. 1302A/3 to C. in C.W.A.).

Ships of 1st 
M.L.Sqdn.

C.A.F.O. 2057/U2. Ships of First Minelaying
Squadron should he r egarded as falling
within Category II while proceeding to refitting
>orts.
D.D.O.D^M.) 1755A/5).

M.G.Bs. M. G.Bs.115 and 11U are allocated to the 9th M.G.B
3.15, llij., 1+6. Flotilla at Dover.

M.G.B. 111+ is being purchased hy the Royal 
Netherlands Navy and will he manned hy the 

personnel of M.G.B.i+6.
R.A.C.P.is requested to arrange for M.G.B. 1+6 to he paid off in 
sufficient time for her crew to commission M.G.B.111+.
After paying off M.G.B. 1+6 she will he scrapped.
(D.D.O.D. (C) 1 9 0 W 5  to R.A.C.F.).

Movements.

My l629A/3rd October. Request SddrachiUis 
Bay submarine sanctuary he cancelled forth?/ith. 
(TITANIA 0031A/5 to Admty).

J H& £ 0  *-A
Arrivals L. 2j>. SEVERN.
(N.O.I.C.Greenock Oll+L+A/3).

h

TRIBUNE. Estimated position at 0800/3. TRIBUNE 01+9° 0 2 ’,
011° 58*. Dive by day through Oi+90 01', 012° 10* 

'  f  ' ? and 01+6° 01', 012* 10’.
(F.O.S. 070UA/5).

North Atlantic A.M. 1221+A/l. Area Iceland (C) Add 1 destroyer, 
dispositions. Area Scapa, Delete 1 destroyer. Operational 

Area. ARGUS, DELHI, JAMAICA, SCYLLA, DASHER,
1 destroyer.

On passage to operational area: ARGUS, DELHI, JAMAICA, SCYLLA, 
DASHER, 1 destroyer.
(D.O.D.(H) 1132A/3 to C.in C. U.S.Fleet).

-^■SEVERN, Intend to sail SEVERN escorted hy SABRE from
SABRE. 180° Garrock Head 2 miles at 1200A/5 via QZS.

259 for 180° Lizard Head 15 miles, E.T.A. 1900A/6. 
Speed 16|- knots.

2.Thence, SEVERN independently diving hy day to Portsmouth as 
routed Capt.(s) 5. E.T.A. 0700A/7.(Capt. S.3. H59A/5).

/SKATE...

L_
• -.'‘i■*—  » / / 0  ~  4  t

*

Eddrachillis 
Bay.S/M 
Sanctuary.

L.23.
SEVERN.
LA LAPiVUit/sr.
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Movements - Oontd.
SKATE. Arrived.

v (Cdre.Londonderry 1228A/3).
i F R o r i ~ f g

GILIGIA. On completion of refit and satisfactory
preliminary catapult tests at>out 9th November 
request you sail CILICIA for Clyde, and 
P.0.I.C.Greenock is requested to arrange for 

14 days working-up practices and flying-off trials prior to 
ship rejoining S. A. Station.
(D.O.D.(F) 1301A/3 to F.0.I.C.Liverpool).

troc5p e r
*P.312.
■*P.2l6.
X LA fi/|P R l l i E d * * .

Cancel my 1151A/1. - L,
(Cant. S. 3. 1345A/3).

AMARAPOORA. D.S.T. l647A/lst. Sailed hospital ship
AMARAPOORA routed through following nosition 
P.I8O0 Barra Head 10 miles.

Q. 052° 00’ N, 014° 30* W.
R. Okl° 30’ N, 014° 30'
S. 0^ 7? 010° 00*.. Thence destination. E.T. A. 10th November 
(A.C.O.S. 1706A/3 to P.O.C.N.A.).

PENELOPE. When ready for sea request you sail PENELOPE
for Scapa to work up.
(D.O.D.(h ) 1719A/3 to C. in C.Portsmouth).

SKEENA. P.C.S. at 1800Z, 049° 01* 031° (32’?), (336°?),
( 21? ) .
(SKEENA 1802Z/3 to C.T. P. 24).

NEWFOUNDLAND. Hospital Ship NEWFOUNDLAND should be sailed for 
Gibraltar for orders 4th November to arrive on 9th.
(D.S.T. 2009A/3 to P.0.I.C.Greenock).
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Onerations.
BROCKLESBY Have steam at U hours notice from 1100
SLAZAK. (0. in G. Plymouth 0957/3 to BROCKLESBY, SLAZAK.)

Revert to normal notice.
(G. in G.Plymouth 1323A/3 to BROCKLESBY, 

SLAZAK )

----Patrols.-----^ 1.Intend to sail M.L.'s 305 (S.O.) and 2^6 to
patrol on latitude 50.20 N. between 1.55 W and 
2.10 W. tonight, leaving Weymouth at 1930 and 

patrol-line at dawn.
Code word "Device."
(F.O.I.0.Portland 1102A/3).

M.L.Patrol tonight.
2.Forces employed M.Ls 186 (S.O), 180, and 259.
5. Patrol. 7 miles 065° and 224-5° from 105° Start 20.

Object. To intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. E-Boats may operate from Guernsey or Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Proceed at 1730 today to patrol-line. Leave patrol 
at daylight 2|th and return to Dartmouth.
7. Gode word "Occasion ".

(C. in G.Plymouth 1329A/3).
------^Sheerness. Departure at 13^0 QUORN for patrol, thence

proceeding Harwich.
(C. in  C.Nore H 4I6A/3).

------ ^(l) M.Ls.303 and 2l\£ patrolling south of St.Albans Head.
E.T.D.Weymouth 1930/3, E.T. R. 0830/24.
(2) M.T.Bs 5bt U9, and 56 patrolling to southward, passing 
E.A.5 buoy at 1830/3 and 0730/24.
(3) 2 Chasseurs patrolling near E.A. ^Buoy.

(C. in G. Portsmouth 15124^3).
Night dispositions for 5/kth November.

-> Patrol No.1. SOUTHDOWN, Patrol No.2. QUORN, Patrol No.5 - 
KITTIWAKE, Patrol No.6 SHELDRAKE.

-^Patrol A. MEYNELL, Patrol B. MENDIP, Patrol No.3. CAMPBELL,
Patrol No.24, BLENCATHRA.

(0. in G.Nore 1600A/3).
5 M.Ls on patrol 20 miles E. S.E. Start.
(C. in G.Plymouth 1627A/3).

-----^Departure D.21 in MENDIP, MEYNELL, in company, at 15245 to
carry out patrols B and A respectively.

(F.O.Humber 1655A/3).
M.L. s. 2450 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between 

Dumjbton and N.E.Spit Buoys, E.T.D. 1825, E.T.R. 0740. M.Ls.
12_4j> and 1_>7 near G One Buoy.

( V . A .Dover. 17224A/3).
Your 1529/3* "Occasion" sailed.
(N.O.I.G.Dartmouth 1738 A/3 to G. in C.Plymouth).
My 1102A/3. Sailed 1855.
(F.O.I.G.Portland 1910/5).

UNBEATEN UNBEATEN in Zone K.501.
Patrol. (F.O.S. I6224A/3 to Admty).

Russian S/M Area.2.A. Russians report limits as follows.
(S.B.N.0.North Russia 1753A/3) See Mining.
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Largs.
Proposed
A/C
Reception
Base.

Allied Ajr Activity.
Your letter S.75443/S.9 of 7th October. There 
is no objection to this project subject to the 
restrictions mentioned in C. in G.W.A. 1258/1 
and provided shore accommodation of the 
Combined Operations Establishments at Largs is 
not affected.
(D.O.D.(H) 0041A/5 to Air Ministry).

Convoy K.M.F. ' Expect escort by Sunderland A/C from 0800A/^>rd 
2. till dusk.

(C. in C.W.A. 0508A/3 to Escorts K.M.F.2).

Convoy Expect (?A/s) escort today as follows:t
K.X.5. Sunderland dawn to 1145A, Liberator 1145A to

1645A, Sunderland 1645A to dusk. 3 Fortress 
aircraft will also be carrying out sweep in 

your area between 0830A and 1100A.
(C. in C.W.A. 0324A/3 to Escorts K.X.5).

Operation Request that R.A.N.A.S. may be included in the
"Crittall." address of future signals concerning operation 

"Crittall".
(D.N.A.D. 1326A/to H.Q.F. C.).

R/C of Your. 0016/2. This will be attempted daily
Altenfiord. but only one P.R.U. Spitfire serviceable.

(S.B.IT.0.North Russia 1351A/3 to Admty).

Bombing
Restrictions.

Request total bombing restrictions in following 
areas:-
Area. From. Until.
G. 26. 0700/5. 1200/6
G. 27. 1700/5. 2100/6
G.16. 1300/6. 1130/7
G.15. 0030/7. 1900 /
G. li+. 1100/7. 0200/8
All times Zone One.
(Capt.S.8. 1630/3 to A.O.C. in C.C.C.).

Enemy Air Activity.
Convoy S.L.G. 
125.F.W. A/C 
Shot down by 
EMPIRE HEATH.

Following received by A/C J/220 begins. To 
F.O.I.C. Greenock, SWEET-BRIAR, EMPIRE HEATH, 
Hurricane destroyed one Focke Wolfe A/C, T.O.O. 
0935. Ends.
(BALLYKELLY 1635A/3 to F.O.I.C.Greenock).
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Mining.
Operation M.L.125 struck a mine in position 115° North
N^P.51A. Foreland 20̂ - miles when proceeding in company
M.L.125 with M.Ls. 104, 102, 101, 215, and 210 to carry
damaged. out minelaying operation N.P.51A near Western

end of outer Ruytingen Bank.
Thirteen survivors were picked up and after 

part of vessel was towed in hy M.G.B. 329, who with M.G.B. p24 
was in support at V Buoy. Two officers including 1st 
Lieut, and one rating are missing. Air search for other 
-Dossihle survivors is Being carried out at daylight.
(V.A.Dover 0512A/23).

My 0512. The present indications are that the Mine was 
a floating mine.

(V.A.Dover 1206A/3).

QZX. My 1800/2. Intend carrying out this programme
801. tomorrow.

(TENET 1050A/.0 to G. in G.Portsmouth).

Harwich. One ground mine detonated By Sweepers at
1240/2 in 51.40.4 N. 01.5.1 E. Details. 
(F.O.I.G.Harwich 1051A/5).

R.A.M. Until further notice my office will Be on shore
at Port Z.A.
(R.A.M. 1104/3).

One ground mine detonated By Sweepers at 1002/2 
in 1910 NaB Tower 3*6 miles. Details.
(C.in G.Portsmouth , 1125/5).

Russians report limits of S/M area two A are now 
as follows Between line joining following positio 
070.47 N. 022.48 E. 070.37 N. 022.58 E. 070.45 N. 
024.34.E. 070.06.N. 025. 16 E.

(2) Mines laid in following positions (a) Between.
069. 58.00 N. 021.05.00 E. and 069.58.42 N. 021. 04.00 E.
(B) Between.:070.05.06 N. 020.59.12 E. and 070.06.06 N. 
020.58.00 E.
(c) Between. 070.16.12 N. 021.21.30 E. and 070.17.42 N.
021.20.30 E.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1753A/p to Admty).

Portsmouth.

North
Russia.
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AGNES. 
sunk.

Enemy Intelligence.

Press reports Finnish AGNES 2983 tons torpedoed 
sunk of Gdynia 1800/lst.
(N.A.Stockholm 0958/3).

1. Your 062jl+A/lst. Following is repetition
asked for: "The recently formed specialist
details from coastal artillery and other 
military formations to Tallin."
2. These are details taken from N. C.O's and 
specialists to provide a pool for replacing 
essential trained personnel on Eastern Front. 
Swedish staff consider there will thus he an

appreciable weakening in leadership and key personnel on 
Norwegian coast.
(N.A.Stockholm IO5 1 /3  to Admty).

PETER WESSEL.
VENUS
(See N.A.
Stockholm
12 2 1/ 3 1st
October).

ROMA
damaged.

N.A.Stockholm 1717/b see Mediterranean,

U-Boats.
U-Boats near yon* 
00. N.

U-Boats There are D/F indications of 2
reported. track between 48.00 N. and i+8.

(D.D.I.C. 1011A/3 to Force Q).
Am over enemy S/M in 2+9.21 N. 12.2+8 W.

Enemy on surface, course 107°, speed 5 knots.
(A/C No. 10. 1102/p to 19th Group).
(F.O.S. 122+UA/3 P.556).
There are indications of a U-Boat operating in the vicinity 

of 70.10 N. 12.59 W. Remain searching in this area for 22+ hours, 
(D.O.D.(H) 1545A/3 to ST.ELSTAN).

U-Boat 
Attacked on 
31st Oct.

C.A.F.0.83VU1. (A)*NORTHERN SPRAY, (b ) 1002+Z/31/1C 
(G) 70.18 N. Ik . 2k W. (D) 6 (E) 122+5/31.
(A.C.I.C. 2055A/3 to Admty). *  • t y . i t

Navigational.

Clyde River Clyde East of Port Glasgow has been closed
Closed. to traffic both ways for the past 2+8 hours, due to

fog. Up to the present it has happened that no 
movement of any H.M.Ships either way has been 

affected. Delays in sea transport vessels are being reported by 
that department as they arise.
(F.0.I.C.Glasgow 2233/3).
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HOME COMMANDS,

FRONTENAC 
(Toroedoed 
28th Oct.).

Casualties & Defects.
Your 2112A/2nd. Draught 30 feet, how damaged. 
Proceeding Lamlash. Will stay until MIGNONETTE 
relieves.
*(SKATE OOO3/3 to C. in C.W. A .).*V— .

P.556. My 1747/2 para. (E) (Position at O8OOA/3).Amend
to read 48.32 N. 13.05 W. on the surface, 
speed 7 knots, to 180° Pastnet Rock 10.
(F.O.S. 0651A/3 to Admty).

My 1614/2, para. 3. Speed of P.556, is now 7 knots. 
Estimate she will arrive R/V 1400A/4.

(F.O.S. O656A/3 to 0. in C.Plymouth).
F. O.S. 0656/5. Request you will sail SARDONYX to R/V 

P.556 in 180°. Fastnet Rock 10 miles at 1400A/4 and escort to 
Milford Haven. SARDONYX should he prepared to take S/M in tow 
if necessary, proceeding Londonderry on completion.

(C. in C.W.A. 0912A/5 to N.0.I.C.Londonderry, P.556).
G. in C.W.A. 0912A/j>. Intended for SARDONYX read

SCIMITAR. _(N.O.I.C.Londonderry ll^SA/^ to C. in C.W.A., P.556;.
Sailed SCIMITAR in accordance with your 0912A/j> as 

amended my 1138A/3. Proceeding West Coast Iceland, speed 
17 knots.(N.O. I.C.Londonderry l659A/y to C. in C.W.A.).

RAMSEY. Condensers leaking, high density distillers, and 
one engine defective. Regret cannot cope with 
fresh water situation. Request permission to 

leave convoy and make Port at best possible^speed. 100( ?0 3 ’ ) ,survivors on hoard. My P.C.S. at 1000 044 
001°. 7.(RAMSEY 10052/3 to C. in C. 7.A.).Your 1005/3 approved. Pass through 050 N. 014 
thence via QZ message L.18 to Liverpool.

(C. in C.W. A. 1550A/3 to RAMSEY).

016°  03T  I

05' W,

/nT* >/ V
R03ELYS. F.O.I.C. Glasgow's 2054/2. Ship is required

to start working up as soon as possible and to 
proceed on service 15th. No delay can he 

accented to fit awnings and mosquito nets at this juncture. 
(C. in C.W.A. 1112A/W to Admty).

NORTHERN SPRAY.My 17w9/51st. NORTHERN SPRAY arrived 
(damaged 31st Reykjavik. _
October). (A.G.I.C. 12̂ >0A/j>).

1 /

0MEQ.A My P.C.S.with OMEGA in company now 052° 35’ N.
012° 58' W, 036°. 8 knots. OMEGA requests 
medical attention for man dangerously ill.

Also request orders as to my destination please.
(STELLA CARINA 1300A/3 to C. in C.W.A.).
Following from STELLA CARINA (Repeats her l^OOA/jj). My 1524/.% 
Reauest you make arrangements direct with STELLA CARINA for 
picking up Medical case off Londonderry.
(C. in C.W.A. 1540A/5 to N.O.I.C.Londonderry). /PENYLAN....
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h o: c o m m a n d s .

Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
PENYLAN. My 1115/30 and my 0957/3. Owing to accident 

it is necessary to dry dock to repair "buckled 
stem. Anticipated date of completion 9th Nov 
(F.O.I.C.London 1720A/5 to C. in C.Nore).?

ATTACKER
BATTLER.
STALKER.

It is anticipated that the following auxiliary 
aircraft carriers will arive in U.K. approx, 
as follows
ATTACKER, Mid-December. BATTLER Early January. 
STALKER end January.

These ships can be taken in hand about the above dates by 
Messrs Harland and Wolff, Liverpool, for replacing U.S. by 
British guns, ballasting if needed and other necessary work. 
(D.O.D.(h ) 1956A/3 to F.O.I.C.Liverpool).

2. Distance steamed to Southward may be shortened and corner 
cut as requisite, but East of 20° W. route given in para.l. 
should be adhered to.
(D. O.D.(H.) 0241A/3 to Escorts K.M.S.2).

*P.312fP.2l6. answer is still awaiting. Admiral Miles was
requested on October 29th to hasten Moscow.

* £.7 % (S.B.N.O. North Russia 09h7A/p to C. in C.H.F.j.
Convoy Q.P.15 leaves North Russia 11th November for

Iceland. „ , _2 P 312 and P.216 are leaving Lerwick 7th November for patrol 
in Russian Zone 2 A East and West of 02*;° E. respectively. S/Ms 
are routed by Capt.(S) 9 and are to reach patrol zones not 
later than 12th November.3.0bject of S/Ms as in F.S.B.2., but salvo of 6 torpedoes is 
to be kept for use against enemy cruisers and above who may 
attempt in intercept convoy.
(F.O.S. 1926A/5 to Capt.S.3).

PLOVER. Admiralty’s 1931/2. PLOVER can be accepted 
at Harwich.
(0. in C.Nore 2232/5 to R.A.M.).

Shinning i- Convoys.
K.M.S.2 In order to adjust your time of arrival at R/V 

amend route from new C.i+O0 10’ N. 25° *4-5* W. 
then to Z.

fl.P.15.FAULKNOR
ECHO.
IMPULSIVE

Your 1126/2.Nov. and my 200U/0ctober 21+th 
Owing to shortage of fuel in MacCarthey Inlet 
C. in C.Northern Fleet has had to ask Moscow 
for authority to fuel these destroyers and

/S.L.125
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
S.L.125. (RAMSEY 1005Z/3). See Casualties.
RAMSEY. Sailed SALADIN in accordance with your
SALADIN. *T.k *.V1337A/5, S.O.A. 15 knots.

(Gdre.Londonderry 18^1A/^ to G. in C. W. A.) 
Estimated P.C.S. of S.L. 125 at OSOOAAth. 

01+7.10 N. 016.01 W. to 055.01.N. 010.00 W. 7 knots.
Keep clear to starboard.

(C. in C.W.A. 2131A/3 to Escorts K.X.5);

K.M.S.Convoys. Subsequent to the sailing of KMS.3» KMS convoys 
will be sailed from Clyde, and Loch Ewe will be 
again utilised for Trade Convoys.
(D. T. D. 1015A/3).

K.M.S.3. Intend sailing Clyde portion passing Clyde Boom
1700A/7 Nov. to R/V as in A.M. 23O.5A/I Nov. 
Request escort.
(N.0.1.C.Greenock 1021+A/5 to C. in C.W.A.).

R/V 270° Skerryvore 10 miles at 1600Z/8. R/V 1200Z/9.
055° 1+0’ N.Q11°,55' W. R/V 1200Z/10 05i+o 3 2 ’ N. 016° 1 9 ’ W.

(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe. 111+6A/3 to N.C.S.o.Clyde, N. C.S.O. 
Mersey).

N.O.I.C.Greenock 1021+/3. NASTURTIUM detailed for Clyde 
uortion.

(C. in C.W. A. 11+26A/3 to N.0.1 .C.Londonderry).
Owing to delay in loading and fog intend sailing 8 ships 

of Liveroool section independently to Loch Ewe when ready.
2. FORT BABINS, FORT LAC LA ROUGE, and RAJPUT will sail a.m./l+th 
Nov.
3. It is antfcinated BENEDIT, EMPIRE WYCLIFF, INVENTOR, 
ALEXANDER/ HAMILTON, and EMPIRE CENTAUR will be ready to sail 
p.m./i+th Nov.
i+.Remaining ten s hips should be ready for sea a.m./6th.Nov.
5.Request I may be informed if these are to be sailed for Clyde 
or to R/V in accordance with A.M. 2305A/lst.
(N.O.I.C.Liverpool 1559A/3 to Admty).

Cancel my*101i|A/2nd and substitute. *• rr.T. k . 7a 
Intend sailing LUNENBURG, WEYBURN, STONECROP, 1500A/I+ for Lough 
Foyle for exercises in accordance with C. in C.W.A.10l8A/lst« 
E.T.A. 0800A/5. S.O.A. 11 knots.(N.O.I.C.Liverpool 1632A/3 to N.O.I.C.Londonderry).

Loading delays"and fog necessitate the sailing of this 
convoy from Clyde,
2. C. in C.W. A. is requested to divert ships at sea on passage
to Loch Ewe accordingly. _ _ ^ _
3. N.C.S.O. Aultbea is to sail such ships as are at Loch Ewe tor 
Clyde as early as possible. The Special Envelopes for 
Commodore Vice Commodore Rear Commodores and Merchant Ships 
should be despatched to Clyde forthwith.
1+. N. C.S.O.Clyde is to organise convoy and convene conference 
as requisite.
5. Chart requirements will be met as necessary.
6. Draft Cruising Order and Envelopes for ships already ordered 
to Clyde are being despatched to N.C. S.O. Clyde by courier 
tonight.
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.

7. R/V in A.M. 2303/1 para 1 will "be amended
8. In view of this development F.O.I.C.Greenock 
is requested to augment Clyde Boat and Water 
Services as requisite from Ohan resources.
(D.T.D. 1750A/5.).

Your 1718/1. VIRGINIA should leave convoy at position F. 
proceeding thence through. J. 30° N. 21° W. K. 20° N. 20° W.
L. 09° N. 19° W. Thence to Freetown.
2. VIRGINIA should report S.O.A and E.T.A. Freetown to R.A.W.A. 
when well clear of convoy.

(D.0.D.(H.) 1941A/3 to C. in C.W.A.).
In accordance with A.M. 1750/3 amend para.l for Loch Ewe 

read Clyde.
(N.O. I. C.Liverpool 22j>4A/;> to Admty).

War Diary.

K.k.So.
Contd

H.X. 215. HURRICANE, WATCHMAN, WALLFLOWER, and MONKSHOOD
are to sail on November 7th in company to 
St.Johns N.F. unless otherwise ordered by 

C.T.F.24 and will return with H.X.215 sailing November 16th. 
If weather permits route will be adjusted to give protection 
to outward-bound convoys or to carry out A/S operations.
(C. in C.W.A. 1033Z/3 to Cdre.Londonderry).

My 1006/3. ANCHUSA is to be sailed as early as possible 
p.m.November 7th to Moville to fuel. Commdre.Londonderry is 
requested to sail DAHLI in company as soon as ANCHUSA has
fuelled. .

( C. in C. W. A. l631Z/p to N.O.I.C.Holyhead).

Operation TUNA and 0.15 will be recalled on 8th November
to Lerwick. If arrangements have been made to 
leave before this date owing to lack of fuel 
0.15 is to report position when 100 miles clear 
of patrol zone.
(F.O.S. 1148A/3 to S/Ms). _

"^NORTHERN SPRAY arrived Reykjavik. (A.C.I.G, 12pOA/:>J. 
Positions of SA's at 0800A/4. TUNA vicinity 075.50 N. 

Oli+.IO E. 0.15 vicinity 075.02 N. 008.08 E.
(F.O.S. 1624A/3 to Admty). * v * 3 .

Mersey
Ship-
Repair
situation.

Your l850A/31st October.
A conference should be arranged locally with 
M. of W.T. and Mersey Harbour Board to review 
the situation and the possibility of using dpy 
docks for repairs and loading. Representative 
of the Admiralty will attend.
(Controller 1808A/3 to F.O.I.C.Liverpool;.

/.W.S.24...
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To, 0 , in G. South A tlantic,
R. A. West Africa,
0 , in 0 , Eastern Fleet.

Repeated 0 - in 0 , Mediterranean, Date, 3,11,2[.2.
F«Q, C.1:..S,C,A,
F .O .C .n.I.N .
N .O .I.C . Durban,

• • * 
NAVEL CYLHER (DD).

Pram, D, o f 3 ,T .

Follow ing transports sa ile d  from United Kingdom 
29th October in  convoy V/.S.22+.

Code Ship, Speed, D estination Personnel Pendant
No, ----- on board . No.

B ,1 • i J.W.V/A 1 i+ Middle East# 1655 21
... 1 • •• India. • 5

B ,3 , ATI3L0NE QdSTLE. 18 South A fr ic a , 6 22
East A fr ic a . 160
Mid lo  E ast, 024-7
Basra. 1717“'. Ind ia . 1643
Ceylon, &+

BJ+. EMPRESS OP SCOTLAND. 20 South A fr ic a , 2 2j2
■* » Middle E ast, 2+261

* In d ia , 2+3

B .5 . STIKLING CASTLE. * 18 South A fr io ^ , 
East A fr ic a ,

1376 31
10

Middle E ast, 809
Basra, 239 «
In d ia , 1882+
Ceylon. 2+t~ e

,v ' ‘ k-’ t ' ' New Zealand. 10

B .6 ,  TAMAtiOA. 1 West  A fr io a , 1755 11

B.7* IANGS BAY, 12+ South A fr ic a , 29b 51
East A fr ica 60

. # Middle E ast, 3
■i Basra. 992

In d ia , . 57b

2* F ollow ing guns M. T, stores  e t c ,  wore shippad in  troop
tra n sp orts . i- ■

a t i_ . Contents* D estin ation ,

ATiAY/A, 1983 tons seed potatoes Middle E ast.
ATKLCI IE QA.STLE« Guns M.T, S tores . In d ia ,
STIRLING CA8TLE, Guns,, M.T. S tores. In d ia ,

3 ,  M.T. Ship INDO CHINOIS a lso  s a ile d  in  convoy W.S.22+. 
D eta ils  ore as fo llow s ; -

Code Speed,  Contents,  D estin ation  Pendant
Ho, No.

R .6 29 15 Tanks, guns, v o h ie le s . 
Stores and ammunition.

Middle
E ast,

2+1



/

Ij.* Sopna&i.tQ signal has been sent recordin'; 
of personnel ox TAMAVOa for ’.Vest Pfric- fr  -u 
No ship of'Y/.S. 2k other than VAtiAkt* . i l l  c t.. ■ "t 1 ‘ v . G C i - .. 11 <•

3* P .S .f.O . Simonstown sho-uld arrange for the uu-enrria ;o 
from a 3uth Africa as follows:

and LANGS BAX*

‘ (b) For Middle Mast iix ATBLOND CA3TLS STIllLING CASTIE 
. and LAIiGS 3Af •

( o )  For  India and Basra ex ARAV/A EMPRESS OF 
SCOTLAND and LANGS BAY*

6* G’ .G.x.O. India should arrange far on-carriage
from j^ftbay of a ll  personnel for Basra Ceylon and New 

' Zealand*

7* Further signal w ill follow .Giving disposal 
instructions for a l l  vessels*

f 6* A H  ships w ill replenish at Durban,

9* A*M, 0110/26 Oct, not to a ll  addressees, ANDES 
g ■ w ill not repeat not bo sailed to overtake Convoy,
, K ’  • r *

10, Commodore of Convoy is Commodore A*C.-Candy, A.N.R.

‘ -1 in 3ZIRLING CASTLE* Vico Commodore Captain A*Aldorson 
in AT BLOND CAST IE.

; -
11, Addressees :^ss to S*T*0s* and Military Authorities 
concerned.

1805.-/3.
€ •For Director of Sea

D .of.l * (2 ), 
D.of ,S ri

I .P *(2 ) .
W.D,___________
Duty C apt.(2).
Ad .Blake.

M.V/.T. -Transport.Ext.2187*

U  •  UUL 4 O
D.T,D<
D.T.D.
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Ship-ping & Convoys. - Contd.
W.S.24. Following transports sailed from U.K.29th Oct.

in Convoy W.S.24. ARAWA, ATHLONE CASTLE,
EMPRESS OP SCOTLAND, STIRLING CASTLE, LARGS BAY, 

INDO-CHONOIS (M.T.).
2.TAMAR0A, 14-g- knots, for West Africa also sailed with Convoy.
4. Destination after Bahia is Durban unless otherwise ordered. 
U.S.Authorities are requested to route convoy accordingly.
5. A.M. 0110/26 Oct. ANDES will not now sail.
6. Commodore of Convoy is in STIRLING CASTLE , Vice-Commodore is 
in ATHLONE CASTLE.
(D.O. D.(F.) l840A/p to Connav) •

CARDIUM. Your 1646/2. Telephone message received from
N.C.S.O. Tyne at 1520 reports sailing of 
CARDIUM cancelled due to D/G defects. This was 

contrary to instructions in A.M. 2200/9/6/41.
2. Request very urgent consideration he given to (a) undocking 
CARDIUM on tonight's tide.(h) sailing ship at earliest moment with special escort to 
Loch Ewe.3. CARDIUM is required for inclusion in important operational 
movement.
(D.T. D. 1958A/3 to P.O.I.C.Tyne)

W.N.27
PLOVER.

It is desired to sail PLOVER in convoy to Methil 
for onward passage down east coast. Propose 
she shoutl join W.N.57 at daylight 5th Nov.
If this is convenient request you will signal R/V. 
(R.A.M. 2126/5 to N.O.I.C.Oban).
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North Atlantic.
/ 7^ / a UM.nS)

COLTSFOOT 
K.M.S. 2

Part company at daylight 3rd. Proceed at best 
speed to Ponta Delgada to refuel.
(2) Comply with para. 2 of my l856/31st (N.T. in 
W.D. ?Hush).
(3) On completion of refuelling R/V with K.M.S.2

routed through: (X) 46.29 27.13 (Y) 38.19, 20.20.
(Z) 36.15, 15*02 (a ) 36.10 , 10.00. and act as additional escort
S. of A. 7u»
(4) K.M.S.2 ships escorted by LONDONDERRY, S.O. of escort, 6 
vessels, sailed one destroyer 2 corvettes.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0031A/3 to COLTSFOOT (R) Admty. C. in C. W.A. , 
Escorts of K.M.S. 2 S.L.125).

U/Bs. U-boats sighted at 1835Z/2 in 037° 31' N . , 025°
28’ W . , proceeding to Westward on the surface. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0048A/3 to S. and A. N. A.)
U-boat reported 1835/2 in 37° 36’ N . , 25° 28' W. 
Course W. on surface.
(D.D.I.C., 0156A/3 to Escorts of W.S.24, 

x HOLCOMBE (R) F.O.C.N.A.) Note - Difference in 
latitude.

1400 to 2000 one C, call sign T.R.1 D. K.X.4 A 
0730 to 1140 one H, call sign U.M.9 C, 1140 to 
1615 one H, call sign U.K.9 I, 1615 to 1900 one H, 
call sign U.M„ 9 S.
(N.C.X.F. , 0115A/3 to K.M.S.1 Escorts K.M.F.l. 
Escorts K.X.4 A  Escorts (R) Admty. S.O. Force H).

Following has been read:- Am over enemy S/M in 
position 290° 14 miles from Cape Trafalgar 
periscope only sighted on a course 360° speed 7 
knots.
(A/C Call Sign T R I D 0825/3).

PORT PATRICK. Trawler PORT PATRICK sailed from Aveiro for

C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1035C/3- to S.O.(l) Gib.

K.M.S. 1, 
K.M.F. 1. 
K.M.4 A.

T.C.A. 0.11. Intend A/S escorts 3rd November. 
K.M.S.l 0830 to 1830 one C call sign T.V. 5 B. 
K.M.F.l. 0700 to 1400 one C, call sign T.V. 5 C

Lisbon direct 0930 today.
(N.A. Lisbon, 1014/3 to S.O.(i) Gibraltar (R) 
Admty).

ROTHERHAM
-/HOLCOMBE.

ROTHERHAM left Ponta Delgada 0730 G.M.T./3rd 
HOLCOMBE arrived 0915.

/OXFORDSHIRE...
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OXFORDSHIRE. Intend sailing Hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE 1100Z 

4th November. Route: (A) 055° 30’ N., 009° W.
(B) 052° 00’ N. , 015° W. (C) 01+1° 30’ N. , 015° W. 
(D) 037° 00' N., 010° W. thence Gibraltar.
Speed 15^ reference nil days 14.
S.P. Nil. QKA 69.
(N.C.S.O. Mersey 1050Z/3 to Admty C. in C. W.A. , 
F.O.C.N.A, H.Q.C.C.)

Bombing A/C 2+58 7/11. Serial No. G. 339. From 0700/4
Restrictions. to 2400/5 institute submerged bombing restrictions

20 miles either side of line joining 46° 00’
12° 10' and 42° 59’ 12° 10’.
(H.Q.C.C., 1054A/3 to R.A.F. Gib. F.O.C.N.A., S. 8)

U/B Following has been read, from Aircraft.
Am over enemy S/M in position 37*19 N. , 01.32 E. 
Enemy was sighted on surface and observed to 
submerge. When first sighted was on course 250° 
speed 3 knots.
(Gib. W/T, 1150/3).

Survivors My 1630/1. Boat with 24 still missing.
PACIFIC STAR. (Consul, Tenerife, 1223/3 to Admty (r ) F.O.C.N.A.)

My 1223/3» missing boat has arrived Island of 
Palma (Canaries).
(Consul Tenerife, T.H. I. 2030/3 to Adraty. (R)
F.0. Gibraltar).

U/B. Large submarine sighted on surface 5 miles due
south Ponta Delgada 1430 G.M.T./3 steering 
eastward. A.1. A I P U F.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1250C/3 to S.O.(l) 
Gibraltar (r ) Admty).

TRIBUNE.
/=■ ??

35' 007° 01'

Onward route. Proceed on surface at discretion to 
pass through 039° 01*, 011° 01' at 2300A/6th 
225° Cape St. Vincent 10 miles at l600A/7th 036° 

at 0230A/8th to 035° 59' 006° 01* at 0900/8th thence
Gibraltar.
(2) Report if unable to comply within two hours of these times.
(3) Total bombing restrictions arranged 10 miles either side of 
your route from 35 miles ahead to 35 miles astern of estimated 
position. Assumed S. of A. 9i knots.
(Capt. S.8., 1318A/3 to TRIBUNE (R) Admty. N.C.X.F. , F.O.(S)
C. in C. Plymouth, F.O.C.N.A., Capt. (S) 3).

/Situation..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Situation at 200k/3r&*
(1) W.S. 2k- *ROTHERHAM, ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI 

*H0LC0MBE, QUEEN OF BERMUDA, 035° 50’ 029° 50’ 
through 035° 30’ 030° 20' thence 181° 12^.
(2) GUARDIAN, CYCLAMEN, ARMERIA 021° U6’ 019° 35’ 

through 021° 5 V  019° 3 6 ’ thence 352° 11.
(3) Swedish relief ship AKKA YARRAWONG 036° 01’ 031° 39' through 
036° 01’ 035° 01’ thence 299° 12.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1 3 2 I4A/3) * 44 f 4 4 .

U/B Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M in 
position 37° 3 k ’ N., 03° 01' E., first observed 
was on surface, now has submerged on course 09° 
speed unknown.
(A/C via Gibraltar 1U10A/3).

K.X. k B. Arrival 3UDE, BRIXHAM, K.X. U B. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1U26A/3 to Admty).

WIVERN Departure 1130.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1508A/3 to Admty (r ) POZARICA, 
PALOMARES).

U/B Following received. Am over enemy submarine in 
position 37.10 N., 01.12 E., when first sighted 
was on surface, now observed to dive on course 
270° speed 6 knots.
(A/C (via Gibraltar) 1515/3).

U/B One U-boat on surface course West 11+0° Ponta Del- 
gada 3*
(HOLCOMBE, 1520Z/3 to ONSLOW).

V

JAMAICA. Departure 1330.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1523A/3 to Admty).

Force M, 
U/B.

You may have been reported by a German submarine 
at 1500Z. No bearing obtained at Gibraltar. 

(F.O.C.N.A., 1616/3 to Force M (R) Admty).

COWSLIP 
S.L.125.

My position at 1700Z 03U° 22’ N., 015° 38* W. 
drifting 090° l£ knots. Add to my 2002Z/31 
kl more of PRESIDENT DOUMIER survivors taken from 
ALASKA. SILVERWILLOW still afloat and salvageable 
Wind south west 6 sea and swell 6 barometer 
steady visibility C 7*
(COWSLIP 1630Z/3 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty. PETUNIA 
LEYLAND, JAUNTY). „

/Report...
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COWSLIP 
S.L. 125. 
Contd.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Report your P.C. and S. and present situation.
2. JAUNTY and LEYLAND estimated P.C. and S. 034° 
38’ N., 015° 00’ W. 260° 8 knots at 2000/3rd.
3. JAUNTY has on board medical officer, 15 engine 
room artificers,and sealed provisions for you. 
(F.O.C.N.A. , 161+3A/3 to COWSLIP (R) Admty. LEYLAND

HOLCOMBE.
/>/>̂ i 1

Left 181+5 G.M.T./3rd.
(N.C.S.O. ponta Delgada, 161+6/3 to S.O.(l) Gibral-J 
tar (R) Admty).

VENOMOUS 
K.X. 1+ A.

K.X.l+A, 15 ships, MALCOLM (?BROKE) WRESTLER
and 1+ trawlers in company. E.T.A. 0530Z/1+ request
acknowledgement.
(VENOMOUS, 1750Z/3 to N.C.X. F. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)

French
Shipping.

Gibraltar 13U0 armed trawler L ’AJACCIENNE. Ships 
OUED TIFLET, MAROC, both laden, trawler AUGUSTE 
DENISE, laden, PONET CANET, full deck cargo 
barrels, eastbound;
(S.O.(I) Gib. 1800B/3 to Admty).

CAUDEBEC
French.

Departed 3rd 1515 - Casablanca, 5th. 
(N.C.S.O. Lisbon 1810/3 to M.W.T. )

ABA Following has been read. All ships from ABA 
Hospital ship. My P.C. and S. at 1700/2 
32.39 N., 33*16 E., course 076° Speed 8 knots. 
(Gibraltar, 1811/3 to Admty).

Operation
"Torch".

K.li+5. My l81+3/2nd. Para. 1. Permission 
proceed need not be asked. Arrangements for 
leaving to be as in T S G 0 101 para. 1 except 
last three lines. Zero hour to be time of depar
ture laid down Ton 2.
(N.C.X. F. , 1815A/3 to All British Ships and 
Authorities concerned in Operation "Torch".
V.A. Malta (excluding ships refitting in U.K.))

Convoys 
U.G.F. 1 F. 2, 
U.S. Task 
Forces, U.S. 
S/Vis.

C. in C. Home Fleet 1251/26 (Hush - M/3) para. 8 
The following convoys will be at sea in your 
area on 5th November.
(a) Convoy. U.G. F.l. Escorted by U.S. Task 
Force 3k proceeds through following positions: 
li+OO/I+th November 29*15 N., 25*30 W. 
ll+00/5th November 32.20 N. , 20.55 W.
1300/6th November 34*20 N., 16.00 W.
1300/7th November 35*00 N., 10.00 W.

(b) Convoy U.G. P.2. Escorted by U.3. Task Force 38 proceeding 
through following positions. 1500/5th November l+O.i+5 N. , U9.05W 
1100/7th November 37.^0 N., 36.50 W. 0500/9th November 
33.1+0 N . , 26.15 W. Fuel on 10th November. 1000/11 November 
33.50 N. , 18.30 VV. 1900/12 November 35*17 N. , 09*30 W.

/2...
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic.. .

Convoys 
U.G.E1 F. 2 
U.S. Task

2. U. S. Task Force 34 consists of U. S. 
Battleships MASSACHUSETTS, NEW YORK, and TEXAS, 
U.S. Cruisers WICHITA, TUSCALOOSA, PHILADELPHIA

Forces, U.S. BROOKLYN, SAVANNAH, AUGUSTA and CLEVELAND U.S. 
S/Ms. Contd. Aircraft Carrier RANGER and three Auxiliary

Auxiliaries and 12 minesweepers. Flag of C.T.F.34 
is in AUGUSTA.

3« U.S. Task Force 38 consists of Battleship ARKANSAS with flag 
of C.T.F.38 and 9 destroyers, together with unknown number of 
transports.
4. U.S. Submarines will passthrough following positions to reach 
patrol areas by daylight 5th November. SHAD 32° N., 25° W., 
through 34° N., 13° W., thence to patrol off Mehdia.
HERRING 31° N., 25° W., through 33° N., 13° W., thence to patrol 
off Casablanca.
GUNNEL 31° N., 25° W., through 34° N., 17° W. and 33° N., 13°
W., to patrol off Fedala.
BARB 30° N., 25° W., direct to patrol off Safi.
BLACKFISH. From Westward to patrol off Dakar.
Slpeed of advance is 11 knots on the surface - Submarines proceed 
submerged during daylight when East of 21° W.
5. Cominch re-encypher and pass to C.T.F. 34.
(D.O.D. (H) 1835A/3 to S.O. Force Q. (R) C. in C. Home Fleet, 
N.C.X.F. , C.T.F. 34, NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND D.17).

MIRROR. Intend to sail cable ship MIRROR P.M. 4th November
escorted by one A/S trawler to carry out following 
repairs, (A) Lisbon - Gibraltar number 3 close 
inshore at cable landing. (B) Lisbon - Gibraltar 
number 1 in position 37° 7* 49° 21' W.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1902A/3 to Admty).

No note from M.F.A. yet.
(N.A. Madrid, 2003/3 to Admty).

E.T.A. 2200/4th. (A) Arrangements to comply
S. 149/41. (B) Draft one control rating
second class. (C) Supply pattern 3192 trans
former for rectifier unit of type 285 M one.
(D) 30 complete sets anti-flash gear.
(WELSHMAN, 2013A/3 to F.O.C.N.A.).

Opsum for 24 hrs. efded 1800/3*
1. Two Catalinas on A/A escort to K.M.F.1 One 
Cat. on A/S escor to K.M.S.l One Cat. on (BU?) 
patrol from 03 to 6°. E. Three Hudsons on A/S

to K.X.4 A. Three Hudsons on A/ Sweep to East. Eight
Swordfish on A/S Sweep to West. tfOne Hudson on met. flight to 
west. Catalina DY 210 sighted periscope at 0825 in position 
36.15 N . , 06.20 W. co. 360° 7. U-boat submerged, no attack. 
Hudson B/233 sighted U-boat on surface at 1150 hrs. position 
37.19 N . , 01.32 E. co. 250° 3. U-boat submerged, no attack.

O jy . u T r r t . L * , Carriers, 42 Destroyers, 38 Transports and

BESSEL 
(German)•

Spanish D. of N.I. said today guard was being 
placed on board BESSEL at Vigo today.

/Catalina
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North Atlantic-
Air Report. Catalina L/210 sighted U-boat on surface at 1410 
Contd. position 37*34 N., 03.01 E. stationary, U-boat

submerged, no attack. Catalina L/210 sighted 
U-boat on surface at 1515 hrs. position 37*10 N. 

01.12 E. co. 270° 6. U-boat submerged but RAS attacked, results 
not known.
2. No enemy activity over Rock.
3* 1212/2 one Spitfire photo R/C of Algiers. 1 Elan M/V, 2 
S/Ms, cable ship ALSACE in dry dock, one naval unit 24 M/Vs 
now present. Algiers/Maison Blanche, two very large, two large, 
seven medium, seven small aircraft visible. Blida one small 
aircraft visible. 1130/3 to 1534/3 one Spitfire photo R/C 
of Valencia Albacete and Alicante.
(Gibraltar, 20153/3).

U/BK. M. F. 1
By D/F on 11068 k/cs at 1608Z. U-boat in vicinity 
K.M.F. 1.
(D.D.I.C., 2130A/3 to Escorts K.M.F.1.,(R) Escorts 
K.M.8.1. , C. in C. W.A. , F.O.C. N.A.)

By D/F on 7640 k/cs at 1538Z U-boat was in 
vicinity Force H.,
(D.D.I.C. , 2220A/3 to Force H. (r ) F.O.C.N.A. , 
C. in C. W. A.)

Admiralty re-encipher and pass to Task Group 
34.11 via British Broadcast Schedules.
Special U-boat Estimate.
One refuelling sub. estimated area 32 N., 23*W.
Six estimated patrolling Canary Islands to Azores. 
Five area 3 6 N. , 13 W. vicinity K.X. 4*

Two estimated patrolling West of Gibraltar.
Five patrolling 41 N., between 12 and 25 W. from numerous D/Fs. 
Three estimated patrolling off Dakar.
One Italian and one German U/B off Freetown.
One Italian 3 6 N., 15 W. by poor D/F 2034Z/2.
One Italian northbound area 39*N., 17 W.
Weather forecast Atlantic Coast Morocco tonight and Wednesday. 
Mostly cloudy becoming overcast with rain. Increasing southwest 
winds to 25 knots veering to northerly late Wednesday with 
squalls. Visibility six miles. Sea very high. Swell moderate 
short increasing slowly to short heavy. Azores 1200Z Tuesday 
swell north northeast six and eight feet period eight seconds.
Sea choppy very high wind gusty to 40 knots. Extensive northerly 
gales Azores east to long. 15 latitudes 33 to 45* Next five 
day period one of considerable cloudiness showers and moderate 
storminess, Atlantic Ooast of Morocco due wave action and 
approaching new frontal system from Western Atlantic late in 
period. ?/ednesday and Thursday. Widespread low broken to 
overcast rain or showers fresh southwest winds becoming fresh to 
strong northwest Thursday. Friday. Partly cloudy to cloudy 
moderate variable winds mostly north or northwest. Saturday 
and Sunday. Increasing cloudiness some showers moderate to fresh 
southwest winds becoming moderate to fresh northwest Sunday 
decreasing tendency during day with improving weather. No 
widespread northwest gales indicated in Central North Atlantic
next four or five days.
(Cominch, 2230/3 to Admty).

U/B Force H.

U/B
Positions.
Weather
Forecast.
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South Atlantic.
PANORAMA
overdue.

H.M.B.D. V. PANAMARA (?PANORAMA) sailed Freetown 
28th October and is overdue Bathurst since 31st 
October.
(R.A.W.A., 0010Z/3 to Admty (R) C. in C. S.A. , 
N.O.I.C. Bathurst).
Your 0010Z/3rd. R.A.F. have been asked to search. 
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst'(Gambia). 1326Z/3 to R.A.W.A.)

EMPIRE
RENNIE

From Simonstov/n W/T intercepted. 0059 G.M.T.
SSSS from BCTL (EMPIRE RENNIE) 10.29 S., 32.22 W

U/B fired FRANS HALS torpedo tracks sighted unread,
on. (Burnham Radix) 0047 G. M.T./3 to Admty).

W.D. Note - Position doubtful, see later signals 
Following has been read. SSSS EMPIRE RENNIE 
position 00° 47* S., 32° 18* W. submarine attack 
firing.
(Freetown W/T, 0150 G.M.T./3).

Following has been read. SSSS Position 00.14-7 S. , 32.28 W. 
submarine attack, we firing.

(EMPIRE RENNIE, 0150 G.M.T./3).
Following received from Simonstown W/T. S/M attack 

Signal from EMPIRE RENNIE 0034 S.,32.27 W. FRANS HALS submarine 
attacked again, five torpedoes missed, we fired and dropped 
depth charges.

(Simonstown W/T, 0342 G.M.T./3) (C.C.O. Plymouth, 0542/3, 
to Admty) (Lands End Radio, 0728/3 to Admty). U/B claimed 
damaged perhaps sunk, see 1200/4.

9

GEORGE GEORGE THATCHER U.S.torpedoed in 002° 20’ S., 008°
THATCHER 16' E. at 1800 1st November 48 survivors picked
torpedoed. up by Free French Chasseur 43. Ship left on fire

and drifting.
(S.O.(I) Freetown, 0101Z/3 to Admty (R) C. in C. 
S.A. etc).

SS. GEORGE THATCHER reported torpedoed and on fire in 002° 
20’ S., 008° 16' E. at 1800 November 1st. With SPEDDEN close 
this position and if practicable tow to pointe Noire Bay or 
Libreville.

( R. A. W. A. , 1030/3 to BARWICK).

TAMAROA Following personnel arriving Freetown in
TAMAROA will require onward conveyance.
2. Request you arrange accordingly. My 0521/28/ 
10 refers.
(D.S.T. , 0112A/3 to D.S.T.0. W. Africa).
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
(4) Leaving Pointe Noire £9r*J}H&la about 11th 
November. *TAMARISE, KELT,^ESTIENNE D ’ORVES.
(5) Leaving Duala^far ̂ e p s  about 13th November
TAMARISK, KELT and AD^ ESTiENNE D ’ ORVES. * £. fy
(6) Leaving Pointe Noire for North as required by 

B.N.L.O. pointe Noire. Two Motor Launches.
N.O.I.C. Takoradi N.O.I.C. Lagos, N.C.S.O. Duala and B.N.L.O. 
Pointe Noire are to co-ordinate convoy assembles and sailings. 
Ships in Calabar Forcados Port Harcourt and Duala may proceed 
unescorted to westward until seventh November.
CUBAN and SILVERCASH are to be sailed from Banana as ordered in 
my 1253Z/28 and my 1145Z/29 neither to all addressees.
(R.A.W.A., 0155Z/3 to R.N.O. Lagos, N.C.S.O. Duala, R.O.
Calabar, Controller of Customs Accra, R.O. Forcados B.N.L.O. 
pointe Noire, R.O. Port Harcourt, V.C. Matadi, N.O.I.C. Takoradi, 
(R) C. in C. S.A. , Admty).

War Diary.

West Africa
Convoys.
Contd.

Vichy 2 French merchant ships and 1 escort vessel
Ships. course and speed (?180°) 9 knots. S.L. F R A S,

F P L X, F N Y K. Port departure Dakar. Port 
of destination Casamae.
My position 013° 15' North 017° 20’ W.
(M.L. 277 0430Z/3 to Admty. R.A.W.A.)
Signal letters undecypherable.

Chasseurs. Pointe Noire arrivals 0700/3rd November Chasseurs
42 and 43*
( B.N.L.O. West Africa, 0915/3 to R.A.West Africa 
(R) C. in C. South Atlantic. Admty).

My 0914/3. ChA$$£Ufl 43 is being placed immediately on 
slip at pointe Noire for temporary repairs. (Estimated?) (as?)
7 days. CHASflfiUfi 42 needs large engine repairs and has asdic 
out of action. She will be taken in hand when CHASfifiUfi 43 has 
left slip. Neither is available for immediate service.
(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1645/3 to R.A.W.A. (R) C. in C. S.A. Admty).

EGYPTIAN My 1130Z/2 SS EGYPTIAN did not sail.
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst, Gambia, 0920Z/3 to R.A.W.A.)

EMPIRE 
AUSTEN 

"S" report.

Following has been read from EMPIRE AUSTEN to 
C. in C. S.A. , Pass to Admty. GR2 G5 H. 
(Slangkop W/T, 1015/3 to Admty).
Following has been read. Pass to C. in C. S.A. 
from EMPIRE AUSTEN. Following intercepted 
at 1500 G.M.T. S O S  SSSS 35-30 S., 28.01 W. 
no call sign, distress given on Spark.
(Falkland Is. W/T, 1600/3 to Admty).

/PHOEBE. ..

I
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South Atlantic - Contd.
My 1755Z/31/10. At 0625Z AMARANTHUS closing 
PHOEBE obtained contact range 1600 yards 7 cables 
on PHOEBE's starboard quarter. Attacking at 15 
knots periscope sighted at 400 yards dipped at 
range 25 yards. U-boat apparently unaware of 
AMARANTHUS presence. First counter attack at l6 

knots with 5 charges at 50 feet on slowly moving U-boat.
Second counter attack at 0640 on slightly moving U-boat with 
5 charges at 100 feet. Third counter attack at 0646 on 
stopped U-boat with 5 charges at 100 feet. All attacks conside 
good by G.O. Subsequent search blank. No visible result but 
attacks were made in oil and wreckage from PHOEBE. All attacks 
in 20 fathoms and position of last attack 4° 49f S., 11° 46f E. 
Search by divers will be made if practicable.
Comment. Consider AMARANTHUS prevented second attack on 
PHOEBE and at least severely damaged U-boat.
(R.A.W.A. , 1045Z/3 to Admty (R) C. in C. 3.A.)

PHOEBE,
AMARANTHUS, 
attack on 
U/B.

LAFONIA Arrival a.m. 3rd November M.L.279 $.#281$j
escorting LAFONIA. A
(N.0.1.C. Bathurst 1130Z/3 to R.A.W.A. C. in C.
S.A.) nr H ,n s

Durban Your 2107/30/10 (re confirmation that two 9.2"
Defences. guns are sited on Bluff) There are at present

two 9.2" guns on Bluff. An additional gun will 
be mounted in near future. Of these only one will 
bear on the final approaches to the Breakwaters.
2. Your 1118/17/10 para. 6. Siting depends on 
receipt of proposals of Port Defence Committee.
(C. in C. S.A., 1239C/3 to Admty).

Dispositions.

DUNCAN,
ANTHONY,
SHROPSHIRE.

DURBAN, CARTHAGE, NORMAN, EXPRESS, CATTERICK, 
KANARIS, with W.S.23 034° 40' S., 025° 06* E. 
to Durban 12^.
ROCKROSE searching about 037° 30' S. 019° 40' E. 

X -DRAGON leaves Capetown for Pointe Noire p.m./3rd. 
(C. in C. S.A. , 1305C/3 to A. I. G. 125) •

^  4 5  _  ! u .  ^ Sf

My ll48z/27th October. Correct longitude 24° 44' 
W. S. of A Ilf knots.
(R.A.W.A., 1337Z/3 to B.A.D. (R) F.O.C.N.A. , 
Admty).

MENDOZA MENDOZA torpedoed in 29° 16' S., 32° 16' E.
(torpedoed at 1330Z/1/11. Submarine not sighted, two 
1st November), torpedoes hit. All C.Bs. went down with ship.

List of survivors will be telegraphed as soon 
as completed.
(N.C.S.O. Durban, 14142/3 to Admty (r ) S.O.(l) 
Capetown S.O.(l) Kilindini).
(W.D. Note. Position differs from MENDOZA's 
own report.)

/?'Vichy
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South Atlantic - Corvtd.
Cancel my 2204z/2nd November. Following is corre 
version. 1335/2nd November., Hudson aircraft 
sighted 1 merchant ship and 1 escort vessel in Oil 
45* N. , 016° 54’ W. course 180° 8 knots.

Merchant ship 8,000 tons 2 funnels black hull white superstruc
ture. Escort 2,000 tons.
1240/2nd November in 010° 03’ N., (?015°) 10’ W. burning (?vessel 
floating sighted, aircraft descended to 500 feet to investigate 
No sign of any aircraft or shipping in the vicinity.
(S.O.(l) Freetown, 1527Z/3 to Admty. (R) C. in C. S.A. , N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst).

COMMANDANT Departure pointe Noire 1500/3rd November for
DETROYAT. Boma.

(B.N.L.O.W.A. , 1605/3 to R.A.W.A. (R) C. in C. 
S.A. Admty).

?Vichy
Convoy.

S.O.(i) Freetown 1234Z/2nd. P.R. U. Dakar 0830Z/3 
shows no change in major units since 1st November 
A.M.C. QUERCY has left. Details follow. 
(R.A.W.A., 1618Z/3 to Admty).

My l6l8Z/3rd Dakar P.R.U. l620Z/3rd. One escort vessel 
departed. One Redoutable Submarine arrived 31st October 0820Z/3 
P.R.U. Both P.R.U. gave complete cover.
Summary of ships present at 1620. French Battle Ship RICHELIEU, 
three Galissomiere,two Fantasque,two sloops or escort vessels, 
eight submarines,French Sub-parentship JULES VERNE, tanker LOT. 
Admiralty recypher and pass to Air Force H. Q. Gibraltar, Naval 
Commander Western Naval Task Force, N.C.X.F.
(R.A.W.A., 2337Z/3 to Admty).
W.R. Note. Message 1618/3 has also been passed to Air Force 
H.Q. Gibraltar, N.C.W.N.T.F. , N.C.X.F.

Dakar
R/C.

CISTULA. What additional repairs does CISTULA require
after completion discharge Matadi to enable ship 
return U.K? Can they be effected at Lagos?
What is estimated time? Mast 312 and Mast 207 
(tanker message) not to R.A.W.Af. refer.
(D.T.D. , 1629A/3 to N.O.I.C. Lagos, (R) R.A.W.A.).

Movements Departures 3rd. ^TAMARISK, BENGALI.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos, 1655Z/3 to Admty (R) R.A.W.A. 
N.O.I.C. Takoradi).•* i__

HIGELLA, Arrival Simonstown 3rd November.
THYME. (C. in C. S.A., 16590/3 to Admty).

GAMTOOS. My 0955/29/3. Salvage vessel GAMTOOS will
come under operational control of Royal Navy and 
be ready to sail from Durban for Mediterranean 
about 10th November.

/2. ..
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HOLCOMBE
— />}* Or S J t .

Attack on 
STEPHEN 
HOPKINS
(U.S.).

/ob ,

U/B

W.S.24

Dakar R/C.

DRAGON.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic*,
2. Intend to sail her for Suez calling at 
Kilindini for bunkers.
3. Assume diversion is unlikely and she will 
therefore carry about 130 tons stores for S and 
F vessels in Mediterranean.
(C. in C. S.A. , 171*40/3 to C. in C. Med. ,
(R) C. in C. E.F. , Admty. Cora. I/C Durban.)

Request HOLCOMBE may be instructed to proceed 
to Bathurst at best speed, reporting E.T.A. 
(R.A.W.A. , 1727Z/3 to F.O.C.N.A. , (R) N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst, HOLCOMBE).

My 1229Z/lst. Position has now been corrected 
to read 028° 08’ S., 020° 01* W.
(S.O.(l) Montevideo, 1755Z/3 to Admty (R) 
B.A.D. , C. in C. S.A. , S.O.(l) Freetown).

American aircraft report U-boat in position 001° 
05’ S., 007° 50' W. at 1219Z/3rd. Course 235° 
(R.A.W.A., 1803/3 to TRUANT Neth. S/M K. Ik) •

List and details.
(D.3.T.., 1805A/3 to C. in C. S.A. etc) 
See Lion Copy.

My 123*4Z/2/ll/*42 (R/C of Dakar l/ll). Details of 
merchant ships seen. Total of 20 including 
hospital CANADA and probable MEDIE II. 7 *4-00-500 
ft. 3 350-*400 ft. 5 300-350 ft. 3 250-300 ft. 
(S.O.(I) Freetown, 1935Z/3 to Admty (r )
C» in C. S• A. , F.O.C.N.A.).

Capetown departure 1*4*45 Z/3 DRAGON for Duala.
(2) Route A. 03*4° 30’ S. , 017° 30’ E.
B. 025° 00’ S., 011° 00' E. C. 018° 00' S. 010° 
00' E. D. 008° 00' S. 010° 00’ E. 

e F. 00*4° 30' S., 010° 00' E.
., 007° 00’ E. thence direct Duala.

Noire li|00Z/8 E.T.A. Duala a.m./ll November, 
knots.
watch to area P at 1700Z/6.
953C/3 to Admty. R.A.W.A. N.C.S.O. Duala,

B.N.L.O.W.A. )

/ " R " .  .
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South Atlantic - Contd.

Received at 19I4I+ G. M.T.375 k/cs De GNE (begins) 
At 1935 GBXZ B.A.M. S. De ZSC (begins). S O S  
RRRR 35.30 S., 28.21 W. De ZZZI 1500 G.M.T. 
(date unread).
(Gallon Head Radio 201+7/3 to Admiral Lyness)
ZSC - Slankop W/T Station ZZZI - undecipherable.

Onward route from position (f ) to (G) 007° 38* 
N . , 011+° 1 0 ’ W . , thence Freetown.
(R.A.W.A. , 2057Z/3 to TRUANT, (R) Neth. Sub.
K. 11+, C. in C. S. A. )

U.S. Aircraft reports sighting U-boat in 1° 05’ 
3., 7° 55 W. course S.W.at 1219Z/3.
(R.A.W.A., 2250Z/3 to Admty) •

P.611+ 1601 (?10) (l60lA/lst Nov. intended). 
Request S/M may be instructed to proceed Freetown 
through position (x) 011+° N. , 019° W . , and 
(y) 010° N . , 018° W.
(R.A.W.A., 2313Z/3 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Mediterranean.
Arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Aden, 0607Z/3 to Admty).

G/1+713/R cipher 3 November.
Situation report W/E October 31. Enemy air 
activity on much reduced scale. 16 alerts. 
Total 290 Spitfire sorties against 630 enemy 

sorties. No alerts after 1300 hrs. 29th October. Raids 
consisted fighter bombers heavily escorted. Many jettisoned 
bombs sea. Few bombs aerodromes. A«A. dump set on fire 
extinguished by soldiers. Photo R/C shows general decrease 
100 enemy aircraft Sicily but increase western aerodromes 
particularly Ju.81+ (or 87's).
(Govr. Malta, 0820Z/3).

TRAVELLER. Greek S/M PAPANICOLIS and 2 A/S craft will be
exercising in Beirut exercise Sanctuary from 
0900 to dusk tomorrow Wednesday. On arrival 
within 2 miles of edge of exercise Sanctuary 
you are to surface and (?enter harbour) keeping 
well clear of ships exercising.
(Gapt. S.l. , 1123B/3 to TRAVELLER (R) S.N.O.L.A. 
Beirut C.C.0.)

Convoy
C.M.33.

Malta 
Sit. Rep.

/AQUITANIA. . .
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Sailed 3rd November.
(D.S.T.O. Suez, 1149B/3 to D.S.T.O. Aden, N.B. 
Melbourne, N.O. Wellington etc).

P.C. and S. of 3 enemy Merchant vessels, 5 enemy 
E-boats 35° N., 20° E., 180° 7 knots.
(Med., A/C, 1150B/3).
Following has been read - P.C. and S. of 2 
medium sized (under 10,000 tons) merchant vessels 
3 enemy destroyers F Q Q H 34.35 N., 20.42 E. 230° 
8 knots.
(Med. , A/C 1520A/3)

Air. Night 1/2 November. Torpedo and bomber 
Wellingtons despatched to attack southbound 
convoy 2 merchant vessels with escort naval 
units south of Crete. Escort vessels only were 
located and hits with bombs are claimed on two 

destroyers, near misses on another. One torpedo Wellington 
attacked a suspected cruiser with unobserved results.
Beauforts with Beaufighter escort despatched to make day 
attack found the convoy north of Tobruk scoring a torpedo hit on 
a 5,000 ton merchant vessel followed by a column of smoke.
R/C aircraft later reported ship on fire with smoke up to 3,000 
feet. Beaufighters engaged enemy fighters over convoy while 
Beauforts attacked. One Beaufighter two Beauforts lost.
2nd November. American B.17’s bombed Tobruk Harbour in afternoon 
Large fires were started in jetty area but smoke prevented 
observation of damage.* B.17s shot down one enemy fighter, 
damaged another.
(C. in C. ME., 1215 G.M.T./3) *2,000 ton M/V burnt out, see 
1010/4.

S/Ms Arrival CLYDE. Departure P.211, P.212, P.247,
UNA, UTMOST. 1—  A — Vt •
(V.A. Malta, 1425A/3 to Admty etc).

TURBULENT Minelaying E-boats are expected to operate in
the vicinity of searched channel tonight Tuesday 
and any suspicious plot will be engaged by Coast 
Defences.
2. You are not to approach within 15 miles of end 
of Q B B 288 before 0400A/4th at earliest.
(V.A. Malta, 1431A/3 to TURBULENT).

V/ar Diary.

AQUITANIA.

Enemy Units.

Cositrep 579. 
Part Two.

/TURBULENT.
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TURBULENT,

-X'UNA,
^UTMOST, 
s ward.

* r  1 UTMOST through: (a ) 035° 12', 015° 10’.
(B) 0 3 6 ° 00’ 0l66 00' thence northwards. 
Sanctuary will be in force from 0400A/4th until 
you arrive.
(Capt. S.10., 1530A/33 to TURBULENT (R) UNA, 
UTMOST).

Subs sail at l430A/3rd routed as follows:
UNA through: (a ) 035° 22', 015° 10’.
(B) 036° 00', 015° (corrupt group) thence north'

Italian Navy. Aircraft Carrier building at 
Genoa severely damaged by bombing during raid of 
October 22nd - 23rd. B.3*
(N.A. Stockholm, 1717/3 to Admty).
N.I.D. Comment. Ex-liner ROMA, being converted 
into modified form of Aircraft Carrier. Above 
statement of damage is confirmed by reports from 
other sources.

Arrival 31st. *E.H. FISSER from Sagasto, iron 
ore. Arrival 1st. GRETE Marseilles in 
Ballast.
(Valencia T.H.I. 2100/3 to Admty).

*£L.iiAt3,£7H F/tlEA .
1.88 3/11. C.S.R.
Night 2/3. 0336 hours serious R.D.F. interference
was experienced as four enemy aircraft approached 
Malta at height. 2 Beaufighters up forced 2 
raiders to turn back but 2 enemy bombers crossed 

coast and bombed north of Takali Aerodrome causing damage 
to a hospital, and injuring 4 nurses. Elsewhere (casualties). 
3/Nov. Today enemy resumed attacks on our aerodromes by fighter- 
bombers. 0715 hours, 9 Spitfires up for 20 raiders which turned 
back before reaching Malta. 0947 hours, partial R.D.F. 
interference was experienced causing very late R.D.F. warning as 
20 Me. 109s including fighter-bombers approached island at height 
8 Spitfires intercepted but enemy had height advantage and no 
combat resulted. Bombs dropped on Luqa Aerodrome caused small 
craters on runways and aerodrome was temporarily unserviceable. 
1242 hrs. 25 plus Me. 202s and Me. 109 fighters and fighter- 
bombers approached at great height and were intercepted 
7 Spitfires who destroyed one Me. 202 without loss to themselves. 
Some raiders crossed coast and bombs on Luqa Aerodrome caused 
craters on runway making aerodrome partially unserviceable for 
50 minutes.
1438 Hours. 20 Me. 109s including some carrying bombs 
approached and were intercepted north east of Island by 7 
Spitfires but no combat resulted. Bombs on Halfar Aerodrome 
destroyed one Spitfire on ground but runway remained serviceable: 
elsewhere 2 houses were destroyed. Today in 31 Spitfire sorties 
against 85 plus enemy sorties one Me. 202 was destroyed by 
Spitfires for loss of one Spitfire destroyed on ground.
(A.H.Q. , Malta, 2140Z/3).

Genoa
Raid
Damage.

Axis
Shipping.

Malta Air 
Report.

/RORQUAL...
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S/Ms are not to be attacked 30 miles either side 
of RORQUAL’S route during her passage through 
area K.
(Capt. S.l., 2250B/3 to TAKU, RORQUAL).
My 1115/2nd. Proceed straight through position 
A and B to arrive 0530B/8th November. Cancel 
last para, target may be attacked.
(Capt. S.l., 2255B/3 to RORQUAL, (R) C. in C. 
Med., TAKU, Capt. (S) 10).
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East Indies.
Serial No.l. A large number of reports continue 
to be received of ships failing to receive 
diversion signals addressed to them. A full 
investigation of the circumstances is always 
to be made on the arrival of the ship concerned 
at her ports of call. Should this latter be 

situated in a different command to that from which the diversion 
signal was initiated the relevant information should be passed 
to the other command with a request for an enquiry to be held.
In British strategic area a brief report of the investigation 
is to be made to Admiralty.
(C. in C. E.F., 0506Z/3 to C. in C. Ceylon, F.O.I.C. Ceylon, 
F.O.C.R.I.N., Com. R.I.N., etc.)

B.P. 59. Sailed from Bombay 3rd November, E.T.A. Rooka
a.m./lOth. Details.
(P.S.T.O. Bombay, 0555Z/3 to D.S.T.O. Persian 
Gulf.)

Shipping, 
failure of 
diversion 
signals.

Movement (l) WARSPITE, BIRMINGHAM, NAPIER, HOTSPUR left
Summary No.21 Durban 2nd November due Kilindini 6th November 
November 3rd. routed through Mozambique Channel.

(2) HAWKINS escorting SS. KUTSANG left Addu 
Atoll 2nd November due Seychelles 7th November 

and Kilindiniabout 11th November speed 9-g- knots.
(3) CAIRNS left Diego Garcia 29th October due Kilindini about 
9th November possibly calling Seychelles.
(4) DEVONSHIRE arrived Kilindini 3rd November from operation
"Demcat". *
(5) *PRINCE.HENRY, MAURITIUS due Kilindini 4th November from
operation "Deiucat1* .* t-f EtfTExPfuziz *►-/SL3O,
(6) CAPETOWN left Bombay 29th October due Kilindini 29th 
October due Kilindini 5th November.
(7 J* RANG HI left Aden 25th October escorting Convoy A.P.4 
despatched 28th October due Kilindini 3rd N o v e r a b e r i - u x / ^ A y «
(8) U.S. Destroyer LANSDALE left (corrupt group) Diego Suarez 
2nd November due Kilindini 5th November.
(9) JASMINE left Kilindini 2nd November for Durban.
(10) JAY left Kilindini 30th October due Seychelles 4th November 
thence to Colombo.(11) DEVON CITY left Durban 28th October due Diego Suarez 
f4 corrupt groups) Of (4 corrupt groups) knots.
(C. in C. E.F., 0728Z/3.)

PETRONELLA. Take action on A.M. 1307A/lst (PETRONELLA to 
be taken in hand to be rearmed.) 
(F.O.C.R.I.N., 1018Z/3 to Com. R.I.N.)

/ U/B ...
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A.449, 3rd November. F.O. Ceylon signal T.O.O. 
0323/2nd November. In fairness to Catalina 
crews wish to state every possible effort made 
to carry out patrol but we were handicapped by 
circumstances beyond our control. This 

operation was quite (experimental) and in order carry it out 
flying boat proceeding on direct route to Mombasa and others 
which had just completed operation "Dement’' had to be employed. 
Inspection requirements together with unforeseen serviceability 
and exceptionally bad visibility hampered the task. With the 
flying boats at our disposal all patrols possible were flown. 
Must point out again that we were endeavouring to cover 
extremely wide area of ocean with inadequate resources.
Majority of boats are now old and we are experiencing difficulty 
in maintaining serviceability particularly in view of shortage 
of spare parts and replacements of engines. In c ire vims tances 
consider everything possible was done and the crew of flying 
boat did good work.
(222 Group, 1100Z/3 to C. in C. E.F., (R) F.O. Ceylon.)
See also C. in C. E.F. 0801/5.

Shipping Your 092l/l7th para. 3 (N.T. inW.D.) Concur
Reference , that it is desirable to retain certain number 
Positions. of standard reference positions for reason

stated.
(2) Propose referring monthly to all coastal 

authorities about 7 lettered positions to be used as standard 
reference positions for issue to all ships and Shore Authorities 
for reporting ships position and or diversions etc. by Shore 
Authorities.
(F.O. Ceylon, 1202Z/3 to C. in C. E.F., (r ) F.O.C.R.I.N., Admty.)

War Diary.

U/B.
Failure of 
Air Patrol.

M.L. Experience has shown that it is undesirable to
Flotillas. form "B" type Fairmile. M.Ls and H.D.M.Ls into

composite Flotillas owing to difficulties, delays 
and mistakes in respect of stores, spares, and 
maintenance.

2. Request you will reconsider para. 1 of your 0929z/l2th Sept, 
and if you agree to forming separate M.L. and H.D.M.L. Flotillas, 
that you will signal the number of Flotilla numbers you require 
to be allocated for (a) "B" Type Fairmile M.L. Flotillas.
(b) H.D.M.L. Flotillas.
(D.D.O.D. (C), 1304A/3 to F.0.C.R.I.N.)

DEVONSHIRE, Arrivals 3rd Novetriber. 1— *- •

RANCHI. (F.O.I.C. E.A. & Z. , 1533Z/3 to Admty'.)

U/B. Ref. Admty. Message A.F., position 11° 53’ N.
51° 39’ E.
(Adm. Mombasa, 2252Z/3 to B.A.M.S. 7A.)
S/M sighted on surface at about 2213Z/3rd in 
011° 39’ N. 051° 39' E.
(C. in C. E.F., 2256Z/3 to E.I. Stn.)
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America and West Indies.
S. C. 107. /* INGHAM sailed 2000Z/2nd, LEARVat 0020Z/3rd,

SCHENCK at Q100Z/3rd. LEARrand SGHENOK are to 
overtake^INGHAM. Escort Unit should join you
about noon Nov. 4th.
(C.T.G. 0259Z/3 to C.T.U. 24.1, 0. in G. W.A. 
G.T.24, Corrnav.)

St. Johns N.F. Nov. 2nd 1942. Departures TENACITY to 
EMPIRE SUNRISE ex S.G.107.

(F.O.N.F. 0330Z/3.)
D/F bearings on 10510 k/cs.at 0930Z/3 indicate that a 

U-boat has reported you. E barred procedure used.
(D.D.I.C. 1119A/3 to Escorts S.G.107.)
S.G.107 attacked throughout night, total 8 ships torpedoed: 

EMPIRE SUNRISE, DALCR0Y, RINOS, EMPIRE LEOPARD, EMPIRE ANTELOPE, 
HARTINGTON, TITUS, (corrected to MARITIMA, 2229/3) MOUNTPELION 
victims, rescue ship has 250 survivors on board. Obtained 
35 H.F. D/F bearings in last (?8) hours. MOOSEJAW joined. 
Position 52.40 44.40. Weather.

(RESTIGOUCHE 1231Z/3 to C.T.F.24 (r ) Gonnav, Admty..
G. in G. W.A., N.S.H.Q. F.O.N.F., G.O.A.G. G.T.G. 24.7.)

D/F bearing at 1257Z/3rd on 10510 k/cs indicates at least 
one U-boat in your immediate vicinity.

(N.S.H.Q. 1447Z/3 to C.T.U. 24.1.14, G.O.A.G., F.O.N.F.
(R) Admty. S.B.N.O. Western Atlantic, Opnav.)

S.G.107 observed P.C. and S. 55.22 N. 39.43 W. 051° 7.5 
knots. HAHIRA torpedoed and sunk at 1040/3rd in 54.37 N.
41.45 V/. survivors rescued. 3 submarines sighted on surface 
near convoy today. Correction to my 123l/2nd (I23l/3rd 
intended) for TITUS read MARITINA. VANESSA joined. Weather.

(G.T.U. 24.1.14 2229Z/3 to C.T.24 (R) Gonnav, Admty. etc.)

U/B. U-Boat by D/F at 0223Z/3rd in vicinity 041° 30* N.
051° 00’ W. accurate within 30 miles frequency 
4796 k/cs.
(N.S.H.Q. 0657Z/3 to G.O.A.G. F.O.N.F. (r )
Admty. etc.)

STEPHEN 
HOPKINS 

(sunk 27 Sep 
raider)/» f V

Opnav's 2242/2 informs as follows: This refers
to your despatch 1455Z/50 (Re further details 
of attack on STEPHEN HOPKINS required)
Information on raid indicates STEPHEN HOPKINS sunk 
by shell fire of two surface raiders on Sept.
27th at 0938P; position calculated to be 28.08 S. 

20.01 W. Small raider firing from four guns (estimated to be 
6 inch) centrally controlled is stated to have been left in 
flames by return fire from STEPHEN HOPKINS. A larger^raider 
which was apparently armed only with machine guns possibly 
damaged. Further details have been requested and, when 
available, will be forwarded.

(Comnaveu 0831/3 to Admty.)Onnav’s 2243/2 addressed for action to Alusna, Rio; ana

S
raiders is requested. As an a m

/raiders • • •
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STEPHEN 
HOPKINS 

( sunk 27 Sep 
raider)
(contd.)

America and West Indies 77.
raiders, it is suggested that the confidential 
supplement to Office of Naval Intelligence 208 be used.
(Comnaveu 1112/3 to Admty.)

U/B. U-Boat hy D/P at 0500Z/3rd within 100 miles of
055° 20' 029° 4796 k./cs. B.T. SS COAMO has 
via B.A.M.S.
(Cominch 0847/3 to C.T.24, Cinclant, Admty.SS COAMO.)

U/Bs Admty. 1059/22/7. Report for W/E 1.11.42.
attacked. (Comnaveu 1006/3) See U-Boat Campaign.

U/B. A.D.C. report S/M sighted in vicinity 047° 35’ N.
058° 40' W. at 0740/3rd.
(C.O.A.C. 1007Z/3 to G.B.7A(?A.I.G.302)

Movements
Summary.

1800 G.M.T./3rd November.
Ship Position Course SpeedConvoy W.S.24. 37° N. 28i° W. 227° 12ILEX. 14° N. 43° W. 080° 16
(D.O.D.(F) 1010Z/3 to Opnav (r ) Comnaveu.)

U/B. Intercept from San Juan reports Submarine in
00.34 S. 32.27 W. at 0342 G.C.T.
(Kingston Jamaica 1100/3 to Admty.)

Movements. Arrival 2nd Nov. U.S. Navy Tanker TALLULAH.
(B.R.O. Aruba 1132/3 to Admty.)
Arrival Nov. 2nd U.S.S. BIDDLE escorting U.S.
Ship MERAK.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad (P.of S) 1132Q/3 to S.B.N.O.W.A.) 

Departure U.S. Destroyers BIDDLE, BRECKINRIDGE.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1602^3 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)
Departures 3rd Dutch Gorvette*/klNSBERGEN for Aruba.
(R.O. San Juan 1628/3 to Admty. S.O.(l) Jamaica.)
U.S. Army transport COLUMBIA escorted Submarine Chaser No. 

P.C.589 arrived 2nd and both sailed third for Georgetown due 3rd. 
(B.R.L.O. Surinam 1654/3 to Admty.)

U/B Aircraft sighted S/M 046° 26' N. 052° 07’ W.
attacked at 1205/3rd.
by A/C. (C.O.A.C. 1224Z/3 to G.B.7a, C.T.P.24 (R) Connav

etc.)
Following received to Y X 8 from R 6 U X (quote) 

enemy course 240°, 3 knots. Have attacked with depth charges
and estimate one hit.(C.O.A.C. 1225Z/3 to G.B.7A, 

etc.)
(r ) Comtask Force 24, Connav,

/My 1225/3 ...
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My 1225/3 refers to my 1224/3.
(C.O.A.G. 1543Z/3 to G.B. 7A (R) A.I.G. 302.)

Navy Dept, has received recommendation from 
G.A.F.A.G. approved by C.C.S.F. for reduction 
of British staff at Curacao and Aruba in due 
course.
2. G.A.F.A.G. recommend that British Routeing 

Liaison Officer staff at Curacao should consist of Lieut. Com. 
Wall and Lieut. Com. Pierce. British A.N.D. staff to be 
relieved by Dutch as soon as they are trained.
3. As only 2 officers specified para 2 were named by G.A.F.A.C. 
it is assumed his intention is to have no B.R.L.Os at Aruba.
This is contrary to agreement reached with Navy Dept, vide 
B.A.D. 1933/24th July para 3.
4. For purpose of discussion in Navy Dept., request nominal 
list of officers it is desired should remain permanently at 
Aruba and Curacao to carry out duties described reference 
A.M. 204l/25rd Oct. It is anticipated that 2 officers at 
Curacao and 1 at Aruba would be acceptable Navy Dept.
(B.A.D. 1339Z/3 to Admty., S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) S.B.N.O. Curacao.)

D.E.M.S. B.A.D. 1339/3rd. I was not consulted in any
way before C.A.F.A.C. made his recommendation. 
Submit C.A.F.A.C. is quite incapable of judging 

need of this office and choosing actual personnel. British 
Naval Office although keeping close and as I imagine friendly 
liaison with U.S. authorities in no way comes under their orders 
Consider it essential to have a S.B.N.O. in Curacao. A.N.D.
and D.E.M.S. are almost entirely British commitments at present 

Understand Netherlands authorities have no men with v/hich to 
replace British A.N.D. ratings and D.E.M.S. work here was con
fined to placing guns on board ships until British officer was 
appointed.
(S.B.N.O. Curacao 1613QR/3 to Admty. (R) S.B.N.O. W.A., B.A.D. 
C.A.F.A.C.)

War Diary.

U/B
attacked 
by A/C.
(contd.)

Curacao,
Aruba,
Staff.

Suspicious Following from LEOPARDVILLE. About 0900 G.M.T.
Ships. 3rd Nov. in 050° 00* N. 033° 17' W. met 2 ships

flying Swedish flag. First cargo motor vessel 
foremast with Samson post behind, mast in middle 

and after mast no funnel followed by big motor tanker. Were 
showing bright working lights in dark. They are going south 
now but were following same course as ours when first seen. 
(Burnham Radio 1345/3 to C. in C. W.A.)

BOR
(Swedish)
D/G.

Your 1711Z/31. Ship should be sailed in H.S.C. 
108. 2. No ship should be held for_D/G work
without previous concurrence of Admiralty.
A.F.O. 2540/42, para 5, is being amended to 
cover the point.
(D.T.D. 1348A/3 to C.O.A.C. (R) N.S.H.Q.)

/U/B Positions
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America and Y/est Indies - contd.
S/M Situation Nov. 3rd and U.S. S/M notice. 
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1546/3, 1547/3, 1556/3, 
1622/3.)

Salvage
Operations,
Trinidad.

Sailed B.A.Ts 4, 5 and 8 escorted by H.M. 
Trawlers NORTHERN CHIEF, LADY ROSEMARY, to 
salvage 1 tanker and 1 freighter torpedoed, and 
abandoned in position 12° 28’ N. 064° 30’ W.
2. Sailed ZWARTE ZEE escorted by H.M. Trawler

WELLARD with additional U.S. escort to salvage torpedoed and 
abandoned tanker in position 12° 28' IT. 64° 03' W.
3. Ships casualties from T.A.G.18 attacked night November 2/3rd.
4. Ships named in para 1, U.S.S. LADY ROSEMARY will be sailed 
Freetown immediately bo. return Trinidad.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1622Q/3 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)

U/B attacked 
by P.C.490.

St. Lucia reports submarine sighted 1120z/2nd 
014° 55’ N. 064° 10‘ W. and at 0650Q/3rd 012°
15’ N. 064° 08' W. U.S.S. P.C.490 reported to 
have attacked and possibly damaged submarine at 
2005Z/29th 017° 05’ N. 064° 19' W. S.B.N.O. 
Trinidad informed.
(S.0!I. Jamaica 1626R/3 to Admty., S.B.N.O. W.A. 
B.A.D.)

Strategic
Area
Boundaries.

Cominch proposes to inform necessary U.S. 
Authorities that South Atlantic agreement con
tained in my 1547/27 Oct. (Not to Cominch) will 
come into force at 0001Z/ Friday 6th Nov.
2. Request concurrence and confirmation that you 
will inform British Authorities.
(B.A.D. 1703Z/3 to Admty. ) See also 2101/6.

U/B. U-Boat position by D/F at 1422Z/3rd within 150 
miles of 52 N. 28 W. 10510 k/cs Enigma 46 groups 
(Cominch 1730/3 to SKEENA, C.T.24, Cinclant.;

GURNARD. Add 24 hours to all times in Para No.3 of my 
2229/31st. Shift wireless watch at 2030Z/llth 
Nov.
(F.O.S. 1916A/3 to GURNARD (r ) C. in C. U.S. 
Fleet, Admiralty etc.)

REGENT. Philadelphia arrived 1400/3. 
(N.S.H.Q. 2016Z/3 to Admty.)

/Oil Ships ..
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America and West Indies - contd.
Oil Ships My 2215/29th Sept. ADABELI£LYKES 14 knots,
for Abadan. leaves New York about 9th Nov. similar route.

(B.A.D. 2045Z/3 to Admty.)

Shipping Gonnav Serial 3. PRESIDENT COOLIDGE mined and
Casualties. sunk entrance Esperito Santo Harbour 25th Oct.

P.L.M.27 and ROSE CASTLE both sunk by torpedo 
Wabana Harbour 2nd Nov. PARTHENON sunk by 

torpedo 2nd Nov. 52.59 N. 44.02 W . , S.C.107. Pour unknown 
ships reported torpedoed today convoy T.A.G.18 approx. 12 N. 
63 W.
(Connav 2101/3 to Comnaveu.)

Sub.attack Para A. P.L.M.27 torpedoed and sunk at anchor 
-)'& sighting 47.36 N. 52.58 W. 0611Z/2. ROSE CASTLE

summary. torpedoed and sunk at anchor 47.36 N. 52.57 W. .
0610Z/2. Unidentified reported torpedoed 
0605Z/2, my 0221591 of above. PARTHENON tor

pedoed and sunk 52.59 N. 44.02 W. 1645Z/2. FRANS HALS attacks sub after 5 torpedoes miss 00.34 S. 32.27 W . 0o42Z/3. Plane attacks sub 46.26 N. 52.07 W. 1205Z/3. PATRON 83 attacks sub 
00.47 S. 31.38 W. 1225Z/3. TRAFALGAR 2 torpedoes hit. Para B. 
Unidentified torpedoed 12.06 N. 62.42 W. 0107Z/3.Unidentified torpedoed 12.10 N. 63.21 W. 0537Z/3.
2 unidentified torpedoed 12.16 N. 64 06 W. 1039Z/3. 
qnb sighted 47.35 N. 58.40 W. 0740Z/3. Para C. R.A.F. attacks if sI n ? 15 42 W? 1551Z/2. R.A.F. sights subs 2 November

(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2114/3 to Admty. for O.I.C.)

U/B. Coast watchers report sighting possible 
submarine 49.20 N. 58.17 W. s(C.O.A.C. 2115Z/3 to G.B.7A (R) C.T.24 etC.J

Proposed
Conference.

Do not concur your plan for conference on 
enlarging agenda proposed in your 1646Z/31st. 
Concur your proposition of conference for 
purpose of discussing operating adjustment as 
outlined in your 1440Z/l6th at Ottawa. B.A.D. 
and Naval Member Canadian Joint Staff Washington 
informed.
(Cominch 2158/3 to N.S.H.Q.)

DUNCAN,
ANTHONY,
SHROPSHIRE.

Following is a repetition of R.A. West Africa’s 
1337/3rd (begins): ’’My 1148Z/27th Oct. Correct 
longitude 024° 44’ W. S. of A. ll| knots" (Ends) 
2. Acknowledge receipt this message to R.A.
West Africa and F.O.C.N.A. after leaving and when 
well clear of Task Force 38.
(B.A.D. 2219Z/3 to DUNCAN (R) R.A.W.A. etc.)

/U/B ...
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America and West Indies - contd.
U/B. Following is C.E.S.F.'s 1920/3. Submarine

Estimate 0800Q/4. One possibly Hatteras Area. 
(Comnaveu 2221/3 to Admty.)

U/B. Special Estimate and Weather Forecast.
(Cominch 2230/3 to Admty.)
See North Atlantic.

U/B. U-Boat position by D/F at 1936Z/3rd within 150
miles of 55.30 N. 33.30 W. Enigma 36 groups 
10510 k/cs.
(Cominch 2356/3 to Admty. (R) C.T.U. 24.1.14, 
C.T.U. 24.1.16, C.T.24, C. in C. Atlantic Fleet.)

Australia and New Zealand.

Action on The damage inflicted on the Japanese fleet near
11th Oct - the Solomons on October 11 and 12 was heavier than
12th Oct. the Navy Department’s report had then stated,

said Colonel Knox, the Secretary of the Navy, at 
a Press conference on 3/11. The U.S. fleet sank

three enemy cruisers and five destroyers in the engagement, 
which lasted only half an hour about midnight. This disclosure 
was made on the basis of information brought to Washington by 
Vice-Admiral R.L. Ghormley, recently relieved of his command in 
the South West Pacific. Colonel Knox drew attention to the 
extreme conservatism of the Navy Department’s reports, saying 
that the one issued on October 13 claimed only one cruiser and 
four destroyers sunk and two other cruisers damaged. The en
gagement was fought near Savo Island and caused the enemy to 
abandon an attempt to land troops.
(The Times, 4.11.1942.)

Action on Correcting its first report of the air-naval
26th Oct. battle off the Stewart Islands on October 26, the

Navy Department said (3/11) that a heavy bomb 
hit on an enemy light cruiser had been erroneously 

reported as a hit on a battleship, and three, not two, torpedo 
hits had been scored on a heavy cruiser. In addition, what was 
not previously reported, four heavy bomb hits had been made on a 
heavy cruiser of the Mogami class.
(The Times 4.11.1942.)

/Movements
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand - contd.

Movements. Arrival Brisbane 1st Nov. HOBART U.S. Cruiser 
PHOENIX U.S. Destroyers MUGFORD, BAGLEY, 
PATTERSON, HENLEY from Antikithera.*

Fremantle 1st. U.S. Seaplane Tender WILLIAM B. PRESTON from 
Exmouth Gulf.
Gulf of Carpentaria, Fremantle, 1st. U.S. Seaplane Tender HERON 
for Exmouth Gulf.
Sydney N.S.W. 2nd, WHYALLA on escort duties. 0200/2nd,
WARREGO for Townsville on escort duties.
(N.B. Melbourne 0041Z/3 to Admty. etc.)

Movements. Departure Auckland 2002Z/2 LEANDER escorting 
PRESIDENT GRANT (U.S. A. ), TABINTA (iioll. ), 
BOSCHFONTEIN (Holl), to Noumea, E.T.A. 0100Z/6. 
Arrival ’Wellington 2009Z/2, U.S. 3. MERCURY and 
departed for Auckland at 0027Z/3, E.T.A. 1730Z/4. 
(D.N.I. Wellington 0509Z/3 to Admty.)

U.S.S.CYGNUS. Arrival Auckland.
(D.N.I. Wellington 0622Z/3 to Admty.)

Situation. Digest Serial No.285 Nov. 2nd.
Morning 2/11, 1 heavy cruiser, 1 destroyer, 1 
sloop, 2 seaplane tenders, 2 tankers, 12 

merchant vessels reported Buin Faisi area.
(2) 1 light cruiser or large destroyer, 1 destroyer, 2 
transports (12,000 tons 10,000 tons) attacked by 6 Fortresses 
about 2300Z/1, 07° 20* S. 148° 40’ E. apparently attempting 
land reinforcements New Guinea. 1 transport probably damaged 
by near miss. 9 Zeros intercepted, 4 probably 5 destroyed.
1? B.25s, 8 Fortresses made 2 attacks, later hitting 1 transport 
possibly damaging second with near misses.
Convoy unsuccessful in landing, last sighted 0800Z/2, 06° 40' S. 
150° E.
(3) Aircraft reported 3 heavily loaded transports (2 over 
10,000 tons) unescorted 03° 30’ S. 146° 55’ E. course 110° 
0755Z/2.
(4) Photographs Lakunai airdrome 2/11 show 61 fighters, 4_ 
medium bombers. Photographs Lae Airdrome 2/11 show 24 fighters 
(4 serviceable) 4 bombers (nil serviceable).
(5) Our forces occupied Kokoda early morning 2/11.
(6; 9 Marauders destroyed many buildings started several fires 
Dilli 2/11. 2 Zeros intercepted, 1 possibly hit. 6 Hudsons
bombed Bobonaro. Direct hits on barracks. 2 buildings left
burning. , J  ̂ .
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 0913Z/3 to Admty. etc.)

PRESIDENT
ADAMS.

Departure Auckland U.S.S. PRESIDENT ADAi.3, 
•E.T.A. Noumea 1800Z/6. .
(D.N.I. Wellington 2226Z/3 to Admty,)
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Submarines Reported.

Estimated positions at 1200A/3. 
(D.D.I.C. 1440A/3, 1448A/3.)

Submarines Attacked.

U.S. Report Cominch’s 021602 addressed for action Admiralty
W/E 1.11.42. and for information B.A.D. informs as follows:

This refers to Admiralty’s 1059B/22/7. Six 
pattern, on oil slick and sound contact, were 

dropped by U.S.S. P.G.565 on Oct. 13th off Trinidad. This 
resulted in large air bubble and an increased flow of diesel oil. 
Prom belated report^ST. CROIX in the North Atlantic on Sept. 14th 
brought a submarine to the surface after the first depth charge 
attack. Before the submarine resubmerged, it was approached to 
20 yards. Three other attacks were made. In the week ending 
Nov. 1st at 2400Z, 48 attacks were reported.
(Comnaveu 1006/3 to Admty.)^i^ tl* / f  j>
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Home Commands.
Operation
P.B.

jcrrttJ & i- ftrw fif 

frtAC ‘ r v "
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Enemy submarines and aircraft appear to be 
active along the route of the 13 ships 
proceeding independently to north Russia.
The Russians reported SS DEKABRIST torpedoed 
and sinking at 0815A in 75° 30’ N. 27° 10* E. 
(TUNA at 1230a  reported that a ship name 
indecipherable ? EMPIRE GALLIARD was attacked 
by aircraft and S/M in that position at 1150, 
and at 1718 an unidentified ship reported that 
she had been torpedoed in the same position.)
U.3. JOHN B. LATROBE was attacked by aircraft 
at 0940 G.M.T. in 74° 47’ N. 2° 20' E. and v/as 
sunk*-and SS WILLIAM CLARK was sunk in 71° 2' N. 
13° 5' W. at 1236 G.M.T. RICHARD H. ALVEY is 
also thought to have been sunk this morning.
TUNA reported that JOHN WALKER was attacked by 
aircraft at 1000 G.M.T. in 75° 30* N. 31° 30' E. 
SS DALDORCH and BRIARWOOD (llth and 12th ships) 
which sailed at 1945A/3 and 0245A/4 respectively 
were recalled, and the Admiralty recommended that 
Russian merchantmen which have not already sailed 
should be kept in harbour and those that have not 
crossed 40° E. should be recalled. (This was 
done.)

The sailing of hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE from 
the Mersey to Gibraltar was delayed by fog.

SABRE and H.28 were in collision about 1950A 
in the approaches to Lough Foyle. SABRE is 
holed and H.28 was damaged but can steam at 
6 knots.

S.L.125. SS BRITANNY is missing from Convoy S.L.125,
presumably torpedoed.

Bomber Command aircraft laid 46 mines in Biscay 
ports last night.

Several mines were detonated in Lyme Bay today.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Operation 
"Torch”.

North Atlantic.

ONSLOW, ORIBI and OFFA left Ponta Delgada at 
1830 G.M.T. today with R/V Force Q (CUMBERLAND
and NORFOLK) at 0900 tomorrow.

The Admiralty estimate that there are up to 10 
U-boats between Gibraltar and 13° W.
A Ju.88 R/G plane circled the Rock about midday 
today.

At 1101Z COWSLIP which had to leave Convoy S.L.125 
on 30 Oct with boiler trouble and has been 
standing by ALASKA (torpedoed 31 Oct) reported 
that she was in 34° 19’ N. 15° 9* W. at 1030Z 
drifting 97° at 1■§• knots. Her speed was reduced 
to 6 knots and she was now using salt water in 
her boilers. ALASKA is holed but able to 
proceed.

South Atlantic.

An unknown ship, apparently Norwegian SS HAI HING, 
sailing unescorted to Lourenco Marques was 
torpedoed at 1500 today in 25° 55* 23° 10’ E. 
(about 40 miles east of Lourenco Marques)
SS TREKIEVE was also sunk in this area at 1400 
G.M.T. today. C.S.A. Lourenco Marques stopped 
all sailings on the afternoon of 5 Nov.

Mediterranean.

R.D.F. plotting on the last 2 nights indicates 
E-boats were engaged in minelaying in Malta 
Approaches.

/ remaining • • •
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean - contd.
remaining V/ellingtons at 0002 (apparently in 
300° Ras Aamer (52° 55’ N. 21° 42' E.) 83’ found) 
a second convoy of 8 vessels including a tanker 
and at 0135 succeeded in torpedoing the tanker. 
These attacks were followed up this afternoon "by 
attacks on Benghazi harbour by 3 formations of 
U.S. B.24s which obtained several hits. A 
convoy was seen approaching the port with one 
merchant ship smoking and apparently damaged.

East Indies.
SS PORT FRASER reported a U-boat on the surface 
at 0006 today in 11° 53* N. 51° 39' E.

ENTERPRISE and MAURITIUS arrived at Kilindini 
this afternoon.

America and West Indies.
f ■

G.T.U. 24.1.14 reports that 5 more ships were 
torpedoed during the night, making 15 in all.
He gives the names as JEYPORE, HOBBEMA, EMPIRE 
LYNX, TITUS (already reported torpedoed 3 Nov. 
and HATIMURA. At 2028Z he reported that he was 
detaching ARVIDA and CELANDINE for fuelling: 
his position course and speed were 57° O' N.
36° 18* W. 050° 7 knots, wind force 6.
The convoy originally consisted of 42 ships;
4 are being detached to Iceland tonight with over 
500 survivors.
JOHN WINTHROP and EMPIRE DANN are now presumed lost

EROS (? Swedish relief ship or British 5888 tons) 
reports being unsuccessfully attacked from the 
rear at 1830 today in 47° 30* N» 38 10 .<•
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Liverpool. 
Maunsell 
Tower.

HOME COMMANDS.

Defence of the U.K.

My 1850A/24. Weather permitting 2nd Maunsell 
Tower will leave Bromborough at 0800A/5 and 
be in position for grounding 1300A/5. If 
weather is unsuitable attempts will be made 
each day until November 9th. Time being 
approximately half an hour later each day. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1233A/4 to Admty.)

SCOTT.

Movements.

Sailed SCOTT. 
(TRELAWNEY, 0016A/4.)

Scapa. Principal ships at Scapa 0600/4 KING GEORGE V, 
TYNE, SUFFOLK.
(A.C.O.S,, 0559/4 to Admty.)

OXFORDSHIRE. Hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE delayed fog 5th. 
(N.C.S.O. Mersey, 0950Z/4.)

PLOVER. Suggest PLOVER joins W.N.57 at 0800 in R/V 
position 058° 10 miles from Cape Wrath. 
(HORNPIPE, 1145A/4 to R.A.M. )
Sailed PLOVER.
(TRELAWNEY, 1800A/4 to N.O.I.C, Oban.)

TROOPER,
P.312,
P.216.
LA

Intend sailing LA CAFRICIEUSE escorting TROOPER 
312^*216 from Clyde Boom at 140QA/5 via searched 
channel and Minches to Port HH Z , E.T.A. 1730A/6. 
(ii) Thence LA CAPRICIEUSE,P312,/?216 West of 
Orkneys to Lerwick, E.T.A. 1130A/7. Speed 
throughout 11 knots.
(Capt. S.3, 1217A/4.)

SEVERN,
SABRE,
SKATE.

Your 1159/3 para. 2.
From 180° Lizard Head 15 miles proceed through 
180° Start Point 20 miles to R/V escort in 050° 
33*07" N. 001° 50’ W. at 0730/7th.
(3) H.Q.C.C. is requested arrange bombing

restriction as follows.
(Capt, S.5, 1238A/4 to Capt. S.3.)
Intend to sail SABRE from Lough Foyle 1900A/4. E.T.A. Holy 
Loch 0800A/5. S.3's 1159A/3 refers.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1453A/4.)
8.3*8 1159/3.
(1) As SABRE is damaged SKATE is to escort SEVERN.
(2) Cdre. Londonderry is requested to report E.T.A. Holy Loch 
as soon as possible.
(c. in C. W . A . , 2132A/4 to Cdre. Londonderry.)

/FORESTER • • •
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Movements - Contd.
FORESTER. Your 1958/2, Arrived.

(A.C.I.C., 1333A/4 to R.A.D.H.F. )

HARRIER, GLEANER sailed Dvina Bar 1430A today 
for Iokanka. E.T.A. 1000A/5.
(S.N.O. Archangel, 1449A/4.)

Your 1143/1. Intend sailing MUSKETEER at 1900A/4 
routed through 058° 49’ N. 006° 31* W. E.T.A. 
Scapa 1300A/6.
(F.O. 1st G.S. , 1634A/4 to R.A.D.H.F. )

Intend sailing P.311 escorted by CUTTY SARK 
at 1000/5 to Port HHZ.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1655A/4.)

My 1028/1. MALLARD will replace PENYLAN as 
escort for TIGRIS.
(C. in C. Nore, 1726A/4.)

Operations.
My 1030A/3.
Proceed into Harwich instead of Yarmouth between 
patrols.

(Capt. D.21, 0620A/4 to MEYNELL.)
My 1102A/3. ’’Device” returned 0905/4.
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 0911/4.)

v 1. Intend to sail M.G.Bs 54 (S.O.), 51, and 57 to patrol 
on lat. 50° 20’ N. between 1° 35’ W. and 2° 10’ W. tonight, 
leaving Weymouth 1930 and returning from patrol line at dawn. 
Codeword ’’Device”, t

(F.O.I.C. Portland. 1100A/4.)
Tonight M.T.Bs 95 (S.O.), 84, 85 proceed'to patrol near 

positions 50° 25’ N. 0° 10' E. passing E.A.5 buoy 1830 and 
0730. Codeword ”Advent” . Return to St. Helens if weather 
unsuitable.

^M.G.Bs 54 (S.0.), 51, 57 from Portland patrolling 50° 20’ N. 
between 1° 35' W. and 2° 10' W.
FERNIE stand by at Yarmouth.
2 Chasseurs patrolling near E.A.5 Buoy.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1242A/4 to HORNET.)
M.L. Patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.Ls. 153 (S.O.), 491, 186, 180, and 259.
3. Patrol 7 miles 065° and 245° from 110° Start 22.
4. Object to intercept E-Boats.
5. Information E-Boats may operate from Cherbourg or Guernsey.
6. Execution proceed at 1700 today to patrol line. Leave 
patrol line at daylight 5th, when M.Ls 153 and 491 are to return 
to Dartmouth, and M.Ls 186, 180 and 259 to Falmouth via 180° 
Start 4. M.Ls returning to Falmouth a.m./5th may meet a

— ^submarine escorted by CUTTY SARK.
7. Codeword whole force "Sapper” . M.Ls to Dartmouth "Sapper 1". 
M.Ls to Falmouth "Sapper 2” .

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1449/4.) /3 M.T.Bs. ...

HARRIER,
GLEANER.

MUSKETEER.

P.311.

TIGRIS.

Patrols.
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O p e r a t i o n s «.
3 M.T.Bs patrolling 20 miles S. of Beechy Head.
2 Chasseurs patrolling near E.A.5 buoy.
3 M.G.Bs patrolling 16 miles S. of Anvil Point. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1630/4 to Admty.)

M. Ls 220 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton and
N. E. Spit Buoys, E.T.D. 1820, E.T.R. 0740/5.
M.Ls 139 and 138 near C one Buoy.
(V.A. Dover, 1746A/4.)

War Diary,

~7 Patrols. 
(Contd.)

For M.I.14. Following from Red Star 1st Nov. 
refers German water borne operations Lake 
Ladoga 22nd October,
1. Dawn attacks by troops in rubber boats 
launched from thirty landing vessels covered by 
arty.
2. Enemy flotilla engaged by Soviet gunboats, 

trawlers, submarine chasers, and dive bombers. Enemy withdrew 
Kexholra, losing sixteen ships sunk and one captured.
3. Captured documents reveal operation carefully planned and 
preparations covered period of months.
4. Following types of landing craft employed.
A. Pontoons joined by rails. T shaped cross section aircraft 
engine on platform. Armament four 20 ram. four barrelled M.Gs., 
and one 35 mm. gun.
B. More heavily armed type carrying two four barrelled M.Gs 
and three 88 mm. guns.
5. Comment. Infer from para, three this operation that forecast 
in your 163/M.I.14 of 30th June and passed by us to Soviet G.S. 
Russian obviously well prepared.
(30 Military Mission, Moscow, 0945/4 to War Office.)

Operation 
S .E.

UNBEATEN
Patrol.

i-^.Patrols.

(a) 060° 56’ N. 002° 43' W . , 243°, 5 hours.
(b) 0800A/5. (c) 0800A/5.
If not in contact abandon search at 1430 so as 
to arrive harbour before dark.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1713A/4 and 2153A/4.)

UNBEATEN in Zone K.501. 
(F.O.S., 1726A/4 to Admty.)

My 1100A/4. ’'Device" sailed 1934A/4. 
(F.O. I.C. Portland, 2015A/4•)

Lake Ladoga.
Attempted
Enemy
Landing on 
22nd October.
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Exercises.
FERNIE is to proceed as cover for group as 
follows. Anchor Yarmouth I.o.W. before dark, 
and proceed 2230 to carry out patrols 6 miles 
to southward route. Pass through 180° Portland 

Bill 9 miles at 0630 and arriving position KK at 0700. Close 
L.S.Gs after daylight and remain with them as close escort 
until arrival Needles, thence proceeding independently to 
Portsmouth.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1854A/4 to Capt. D.l.)

Mining.
North My (?0731)/13 October. HALCYON reports mines
Russia. exploded in Yugor (? Straits) on 20th October

after which sweeping revealed no more. (? 3) 
mines exploded off Matochkin Strait on 26th and 

27th October and further extensive sweeping reveals no more. 
Mines believed both magnetic and acoustic and laid by U-Boats. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1049A/4.)

War Diary.

Exercise 
"Finding".

Operation Weather permitting carry out operation Q.U.(l)
Q.U.l. tonight, with 51st M.L. Flotilla.

(2) Covering forces. (A) 8th M.G.B. Flotilla 
as close escort for passage, then covering from 

vicinity R.B.14. On completion of lay M.G.Bs have freedom 
of action to southward in support of M.T.Bs.

I
B) One unit M.G.Bs R.B.28.
C) One unit M.T.Bs vicinity QJWZ 1815.

3) Alternative positions in event of lay being postponed.
1J one unit M.G.Bs vicinity JPB.2320.
2; One unit M.G.Bs.
4) Report boats detailed and E.T.D. 54 Buoy.
C. in C. Nore, 1234A/4 to BEEHIVE.)

Lyme Bay Intend sailing LOCH BUIE and BRECON CASTLE for
sweep. Dartmouth at 0700 tomorrow sweeping route "P" to

Dart Buoy. Codeword "Ounce VI".
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1435A/4.)

Intend to sail FINESSE and BEN URIE sweeping route "P" to 
Portland 0730/5. Codeword "Ounce V".
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1555/4.)
Width swept area extending to 5.1 miles 4 mines detonated, 1 
mine cut and sunk in following position. 2 in 050° 31'39"
003° 02’33" W., 1 each in 050° 31'27", 003° 02'24" W., 050w 
32'45", 002° 56’39" W., 050° 32'45", 002° 56'24" W. Intend 
sailing at 0700 tomorrow Thursday, returning to Portland to 
coal on completion. E.T.A. Portland 1600.
(S.O. M/S.F.4, 1733A/4.)

TENBY. Intend sailing in accordance with your 1743/4
to N.O.I.C. Newhaven at 0745 tomorrow. E.T.A. 
Portsmouth 1800.
(TENBY, 2021/4.)
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Enemy Intelligence.
Baltic. (a) Press reports tug towing 2 barges mined and

damaged off Helsingor November 3rd.
(b) Convoys. In addition to normal traffic 

following German transports passed Helsingborg southbound 
forenoon November 3rd:- DONAU, REGENSBERG, BELGRANO. These 
vessels had proceeded north in convoy October 30th.
(c) Perries. Sassnitz -Trelleborg Service still suspended. 
Germans at present trying charter fast Swedish Vessel for the 
route, but so far without success.
(N.A. Stockholm, 1111/4.)

Skipper of steam trawler BRAEMAR reports that 
while fishing in grounds 22 miles S.S.W. of Old 
Head of Kinsale between 27th October 1942 and 
1st November 1942 he observed French Trawler 
fishing in same grounds whose movements were 
suspicious.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 1212/4 to Admty.)

U-Boats.
”  «

Am investigating suspicious object - possible 
conning tower in 59° 30* N. 14° 55* W.
(A/C K9VG, 1000/4 to A/C Stn. 7VY.)
May have been wave.
(A/C KGVG, 1020/4 to A/C 7V7.)

Am investigating suspicious object possible periscope and 
wake or swirl in 49° 12’ N. 10° 52' W. Will wait.

(A/C ALSR, 1158/4.)
After complying with A.M. 1545/3, if fuel permits ST. 

ELSTAN is to patrol between position B and longitude 005° E. 
until midnight 8tiy,9th November and then return to base. 

(A.C.I.C., 1214A/4 to ST. ELSTAN.)
Following from EROS. Suspect S/M following.
(Portishead Radio, 2201 G.M.T./4 to C. in C. W.A.)

French
Trawler.

U-Boats
reported.

Navigational.
Clyde. My 2233/3. Fog still persists. No movement

will take place today.
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1233A/4 to Admty.)

Isle of 
Wight.

Cancel Ports No.6195/9672/24 of 2nd November 
regarding entry into Isle of Wight restricted 
area.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1714A/4.)

R. D. F. at
Saebol
closed.

Technical.
R.D/F (? Watch) at Saebol closed. New station 
out of action due to electrical failure already 
reported. Old station out of action due to 
destruction of electrical generator house by 
fire.
(A.C.I.C., 1251A/4 to Admty., (R) C. in C. H.F. , 
F.0. 1st C.S.)
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Casualties and Defects.
Arrived FRONTENAC.
(N.O.I.C. Lamlash, 0835A/4.)

If possible WOODRUFF should be relieved as she 
has the following survivors from STENTOR 6 cot 
cases badly burnt, 8 women, 2 children, 86 others. 
Stores and medical stores were transferred. 2 

civilian doctors on board attending cot cases.
(RAMSEY, 1030Z/4 to C. in C. W.A.)
(1) Detach WOODRUFF forthwith by A.M. Q.Z.L.18 to Milford Haven to land survivors.
(2) WOODRUFF subsequently proceed to Liverpool.
(3) RAMSEY's 1030/4 has been passed to N.O.I.C. Milford Haven.
(C. in C..W.A., 1443A/4 to PETUNIA.)

SABINE. Tug SABINE will be laid up 9th November for
refit and docking.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1054A/4 to Admty.)

TRENTBANK. Steamship TRENTBANK grounded on West Bank of
River Usk opposite No. 3 Buoy in thick fog at 
0430 this morning. Vessel appears undamaged. 

Attempt will be made to refloat her on p.m. tide.
(N.O.I.C. Newport, 1125A/4 to Admty.)
My 1125/4. Vessel refloated at 1540 and is proceeding to 
Barry Roads.
(N.O.I.C. Newport, 1615A/4.)

INVERCLYDE. N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1923/2. Request the 
report of the Board of Enquiry into the loss 
of INVERCLYDE may be forwarded as soon as 
practicable to enable a reply to be made. 
(D.0.D.(H.), 1215A/4 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

OMEGA. OMEGA is to be escorted into Moville. On
arrival close FOWEY to disembark dangerously 
ill patient, and on completion proceed in 

execution orders.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1308A/4 to STELLA CARINA.)
My 1524/3. Destination of OMEGA has been changed to Oban 

for onward routeing.
Escort OMEGA to Oban and then proceed to Milford Haven.

(C. in C. W.A., 1434A/4 to STELLA CARINA.)
Your 1308A/4. OMEGA now reports medical assistance no 

longer urgently required. I am therfore proceeding direct to 
destination with OMEGA.

(STELLA CARINA, 1645A/4 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry.)
E.T.A. Oban 1500A/5 with OMEGA. OMEGA requests pilot and (? tug) at Oban to take her in, as once she stops engines 

she cannot move them again until repairs effected.
(STELLA CARINA, 2200A/4 to N.O.I.C. Oban.)

War Diary.

FRONTENAC 
(torpedoed 
28th October)

S.L.125, 
STENTOR.

/OAKAPFLE
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War D i a r y .  W e d n e s d a y .

HOME COMMANDS.

C a s u a l t i e s  a n d  D e f e c t s  -  C o n td .

OAKjkPFLE. T o r p e d o  R e c o v e r y  D r i f t e r  OAl^APPLE was i n
c o l l i s i o n  w i t h  t h e  w e s t  a rm  o f  A n s t r u t h e r  
B r e a k w a t e r  a t  1 2 1 5 / 3 .  OAljZ/YPPLE i s  s e a w o r t h y  a n d  

A .S .  R o s y t h  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  a r r a n g e  f o r  s u r v e y  o f  dam age  t o  
v e s s e l  a n d  d o c k  p r o p e r t y .
( N . O . I . C .  M e t h i l ,  1 4 3 2 /4  t o  A d m t y . )

DANEMAN. DANEMAN u n d o c k e d  a .m .  t o d a y .  R e p a i r  t r i a l s  w i l l
b e  d e l a y e d  a t  l e a s t  tw o d a y s  d u e  t o  d i f f i c u l t y  
i n  r e p a i r i n g  s t e e r i n g  g e a r .  I t  i s  h o p e d  s h e  w i l l  
b e  a b l e  t o  s a i l  a s  l o c a l  e s c o r t  f o r  Q . P . 1 5 .  
( S .B .N .O .  A r c h a n g e l ,  1 7 0 0 A /4  t o  A d m ty .)

P .  5 5 6 .  R e p o r t  i f  y o u  a r e  i n  com pany  w i t h  P . 5 5 6  a n d
y o u r  P . C . S .
(C . i n  C. W .A . , 1 8 1 5 A /4  t o  SCIMITAR.)

Y o u r  1 8 1 5 / 4 .  My P . C . S .  a t  2 0 0 0 ,  0 5 1 °  3 1 '  N. 0 0 8 °  2 0 ’ W . , 0 7 0 ° ,  
7 k n o t s ,  t h r o u g h  A.M. Q . Z . L . 1 8  a n d  A.M. Q . Z . S . 3 0 1 .  P . 5 5 6  i n
com pany  u n d e r  own p o w e r .
(SCIMITAR, 1 9 2 7 A /4  t o  C. i n  C. W .A .)

KITCHENER, A d m i r a l t y ' s  1 1 5 7 / 2 1 / 9 .  KITCHENER, CALGARY,
CALGARY, CAMROSE h a v e  b e e n  i n s p e c t e d  a n d  t h e  f o l l o w i n g
CAMROSE. w o rk  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  n e c e s s a r y .  D e t a i l s .

( C d r e .  L o n d o n d e r r y ,  2 2 2 1 / 4  t o  A d ra ty .)

S h i p p i n g  a n d  C o n v o y s .

A .T .  2 8 .  C onvoy  A .T .2 8  a r r i v e d  C l y d e .
( N . O . I . C .  G r e e n o c k ,  0 9 1 8 ^ 4 . )  
( D .S .T .O .  G r e e n o c k ,  1 5 2 5 / 4 . )

O p e r a t i o n
F .B .
JOHN H.

LATROBE,
WILLIAM

CLARK
s u n k .
DEKABRIST
t o r p e d o e d .

A dm ty . 2 0 3 0 / 2  ( S e e  S p e c i a l  F i l e ) .
1 1 t h  s h i p  DALDORCH s p e e d  11 k n o t s  s a i l e d  1 9 4 5 A /3 .  
1 2 t h  s h i p  BRIARWOOD s p e e d  9 k n o t s  s a i l e d  0 2 4 5 A /4 .  
( A . C . I . C .  , 0 3 2 0 A / 4 . )
A t 0 9 4 0  G .M .T . AAAA 74° 4 7 '  N . 2°  2 0 '  E .
AAAA a t t a c k e d  a i r c r a f t  JOHN H .B . LATROBE.
( S c a p a  W /T , 1 0 5 2 / 4 . )
ST. KENAN s a i l e d  D v in a  B a r  1200A f o r  r e s c u e  
p a t r o l .

JOHN WALKER, 
EMPIRE 

GALLLARD 
a t t a c k e d .

( S .B .N .O .  A r c h a n g e l ,  1 2 0 5 A /4 . )
JOHN WALKER a t t a c k e d  b y  a i r c r a f t  p o s i t i o n  0 7 5 °  
3 0 ' ,  0 3 1 °  3 0 '  a t  1000  G .M .T .
( ?  EMPIRE GALLIARD) a t t a c k e d  b y  a i r c r a f t  a n d  
s u b m a r in e  p o s i t i o n  0 7 5 °  3 0 ' ,  0 2 7 °  10* E .  a t  1 1 5 0 .
(TUNA, 1 2 3 0 A /4  t o  A d m ty .)

S 0  S de  SS. WILLIAM CLARK. P o s i t i o n  7 1 .0 2  N. 1 3 . 0 5  W. 
( I c e l a n d  W /T , 1236  G . M . T . / 4 . )
I n t e r c e p t e d  a t  1351  G .M .T . de R e y k j a v i k  R a d i o  S O S  

CLARK p o s i t i o n  7 1 . 0 2  N. 1 3 .0 5  W. ( U n r e a d )  0 3 6  G .M .T . 
1 4 0 6 /4  d e  MAS.

( P o r t  P a t r i c k  R a d i o ,  1 2 5 1 / 4 . )

( u n r e a d )
T .O .R .

/ E a s t b o u n d • • •
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping; and Convoys.- drfc/57.
Eastbound independent ships. Reference sailing 
orders para. 4. Additional ships. 4A DEKABRIST 
9 knots position (E) 2300/6. Number 11 DALDOSCH 
11 knots position (E) 0800/9. Number 12 
BRIARWOOD 11 knots position (E) 1800/9. Include 
6th ship speed 10 knots position (E) 0600/7.
9th ship WILLIAM CLARK speed 10̂ - knots position 
(E) 1300/8. 10th ship read EMPIRE SCOT.
Route beyond position (E) (f ) 072° 55’, 044° 06’ 
(Q) 070° 55' 044° 06’.
Communicate CAPE MARIATO and CAPE ARGONA if you 
make contact. RICHARD H. ALVEY thought to have 
been sunk morning of 4th November.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1305A/4 to ST. KENAN, CAPE 
MARIATO, CAPE ARGONA.)
Following received. From SS. WILLIAM CLARK 

S O S  position 71° 02* N. 13° 05' W. at 1236 G.M.T.
(D.S.O., 1438A/4 to 0.15, TUNA.)
Russians report DEKABRIST torpedoed and sinking at 0815A/4 in 
075° 30' N. 027° 10’ E. Russian submarine proceeding to her assistance.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1722^4 to Admty. )
Positions of submarine 0800A/5 and movements for following 24 hours.

TUNA vicinity of 75° 30' N. 14° 10’ E.
0.15 vicinity 75° 02’ N. 08° 08’ E.

(F.O.S., 1726^4 to Admty.)
A.C.I.G. 0320/4. These ships have been ordered to 

return to Reykjavik.
(D.O.D^H.;, 1817A/4 to C. in C. H. F. )
Received at 1723 G.M.T. from Gallon Head Radio, GNE.

Begins - At 1718 heard the following from unknwon station, 75° 
30’ N. Long 27° 10’ OST, unread 50 G.M.T., torpedoed.

(Wick Radio, 1826/4.)
JOHN LATROBE and WILLIAM CLARK have been sunk. Enemy 

submarines and aircraft appear to be active along route.
2. Recommend that Russian merchantmen that have not already- 
sailed should be kept in harbour and those that have not crossed 
40° east should be recalled.
3. Sailing of two extra ships (A.C.I.C’s 0320/4) has been 
postponed.

(D.O.D^Hj, 1957A/4 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

War Diary.

Operation
F.B.
JOHN H.

LATROBE, 
WILLIAM 

CLARK 
sunk. 
DEKABRIST 
torpedoed. 
JOHN WALKER, 
EMPIRE 

GALLIARD 
attacked. 
(Contd.)

S.L. 125G. S.L. 125(G).
Detach DAHLIA to Londonderry forthwith. 
(C. in C. W.A., 0948A/4 to SWEETBRIAR.)

K.M.F. 2. BH amend route from W 52° 01' N. 23° 09’ W. to
X 51° 28’ N. 25° 58' W., thence to F omitting E. 
No amendment to stragglers route.
(D.0.D.(H.), 1147a/4 to Escorts K.M.F.2.)

/S.L. 125 •  •  •
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
My P.C.S. at 1200A/4, 52° 59' (?11°) 40', 206°
13 knots. Intend reversing my course at 0400A/5 
then turning to meet at 0830A/5.
(SALADIN, 1201A/4 to PETUNIA.)

A.M. 1723A/30. Delete BARON VERNON, ALASKA, TASMANIA, 
PRESIDENT DOUMER, BULLMOUTH, CORINALDO, SILVERWILLOW and 
BRITTANY.
Amend AMSTELKERK proceeding independently, BARON ELGIN arrived 
Pune hal.
(D.T.D. , 1246A/4. V ^  -W:*.
Cancel my 1131A/4 and substitute S.L.125 Liverpool local escort 
KlftKELLA.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1833A/4.)

K.M.S. 3. A.M. 1750A/3.
Intend to sail to Clyde
(A) EASTERN CITY and BALTONIA in company at 

1300/4, speed 11 knots, and (b ) EMPIRE SUMMER at 1500/4, speed 
8 knots.
All with important Government cargo. E.T.A. Boom 1700/5 and 
0500/6 respectively. Request fighter protection if considered 
necessary.

(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 1210A/4 to P.O.I.C. Greenock.)
My 1632A/3. Delete LUNENBURG, WEYBURN. Intend sailing 

BLACK SWAN, CARNATION, MALLOW, LA MALOUINE, LUNENBURG, WEYBURN 
1500/5 for Lough Foyle for exercise in accordance with C. in C.
W.A. 1018A/lst. E.T.A. 0800A/6. S.O.A. 11 knots.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1452A/4.)
My 1559/3 para. 2 and 3, amending my 2234/3. Owing to 

fog no ships have been able to sail today. Intend sailing 
all Liverpool ships for Clyde as and when ready.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1558A/4 toAdmty.)
Sailed STONECROP in accordance with my 1632A/3.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1728A/4 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry.) 
Cancel ray 1018/lst.

(1) BLACK SWAN, S.O., FOWEY, CARNATION, LA MALOUINE, MALLOW, 
STONECROP, CAMPION, NASTURTIUM, WEYBURN, LUNENBURG are to arrive 
Greenock by 0800A/7 and escort convoy from Clyde.
(2) VIRGINIA from Londonderry and MYOSOTIS escorting EMPIRE FOAM 
from Liverpool are to R/V convoy as ordered by N.O.I.C. Greenock.
(3) instructions for VIRGINIA leaving convoy are contained in 
A.M. 1941/3 passed to BLACK SWAN.
(4) Escort are to be warned that they must be prepared to fuel 
at sea.

(C. in C. W.A., 2248A/4.)

Q.P.15. Capt. (D) 8 in FAULKNOR with ECHO and IMPULSIVE
proceed passing Switha 1800 tomorrow to comply 
with C. in C. H.F.*1127A/2, routed in accordance 

with C. in C. H. F. 1937/23rd October amended by 1732A/2nd and S.B.N.O. 1548/3l8t. *,
(R.A.D.H.F. , 1434A/4.)
F.O.S. 1928/3, para. 2.
Request air R/C be arranged but not instituted until convoy 
is located by the enemy.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1843A/4 to Admty.)

War Diary.

S.L. 125.

/Swedish ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Swedish
ships
tradingbetween
America
& Sweden.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd. 
Routes.
(C. in C. W. A. , 1814A/4. )

K.X. 6. My 1921/30.
Para. 1. Delete P.L.M.14 and ALMENARA.
Add BARON RUTEVEN, TINTERN ABBEY and GIRONDE.2. My 1940/31 not to all addressees.

EMPIRE TITAN will not now be ready to sail. EMPIRE DACE will 
remain with convoy to Gibraltar . F.O.C.N.A. is requested to arrange onward routeing to Freetown.
3. My 2306/1 not to all addressees.
Amend para. 3 for para. 5 (f ) read Para. 5 sub-section B. (15). (D.O.D^H.;, 1845A/4.)
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

4.11.1942.
Wednesday.

Raiders.

Intelligence. My 1214/27/10.
l.Now known that STEPHEN HOPKINS (see my 
2051/20) was sunk hy gunfire by Raider H or 

Raider J which had another ship, probably a prize, in company. 
Raider possibly damaged during the action.
2.Cancel paras. 2 and 5 of my 1214A/27. Both ships now 
arrived.
5. Blockade Runner.
ERMLAND, PIETRO 0RSE0L0,and CATARACTE^ could by now be in 
Pacific or Indian Ocean.
BELGRANO could have reached longitude of Cape Horn or Cape 
Agulhas.
BURGENLAND and SILVAPLANA could have reached latitude 40 South. 
ANNNLIESE ESSBERGER possibly also on passage to Far East. 
Further shins may also be on passage in both directions. 
(D.D.I.C. 1401A/4 to A.I.G. 15 etc).

North Atlantic.

ALASKA 
(torpedoed 
31st Oct.) 
COWSLIP.

Your l630/3rd. What is present state of 
ALASKA?
(F.O.C.N.A. 0001A/4 to COWSLIP (R) Admty, C. in C 
W.A. PETUNIA, (?LEYLAND) JAUNTY).

Your 0001A/4th. ALASKA holed in No.l. hold 
but able to proceed 5 knots.

(COWSLIP 0110Z/4, to F.O.C.N.A.(R) Admty,
C. in C.W.A. PETUNIA, LEYLAND, JAUNTY).

My position 1030Z/4th 034.19 N. 015.09 West drifting 097 
at l i  knots. R/V not yet established. My speed reduced to 6 
knots now using salt water in boilers. Wind west, force 5, 
sea 4, visibility very good.

(COWSLIP. 1101Z/4 to F.O.C.N.A.(R) Admty,C. in C.W. A.
LEYLAND, JAUNTY.)
See also l6p2/4.

ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI arrived Ponta Delgada 0800 
G.M.T. /4th.
(N.C. S.O. Ponta Delgada 0930/4 to S.O.(l) Gib. 

. (R) Admty).

ONSLOW.
ORIBI.
OFFA (to
R/V Forced). ^  - __.W.D.Note. To R/V with Force Q after fuelling. 

ONSLOW, ORIBI, OFFA left Ponta Delgada
1830 G.M.T.4th. „ , / v + %(N.C. S.O. Ponta Delgada 1640C/4 to S.O.(l) Gib. (R) Admty.)

/SIRIUS
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

4.11.1942.
Wednesday.

SIRIUS.
North Atlantic - Contd.
Arrival 2135/3rd SIRIUS.
(F.O.O.N.A. 0930A/4 to Admty (R) R.A.W.A, 
0 . in 0.S.Atlantic).

French Air Fighting French sources report
Intelligence. (in French) "3rd Group de Chase de 6th Escadre" 

moves from Algiers to Dakar; aircraft are 
De Woitines 520. 2nd group is at Algiers at 

short notice for southerly moves. B.3 .
(S.O.(I) Istanbul 09590/4 to D.N.I.).

-/KAULDI 
(Spanish).

Following from Y.N.
59.(R) sailing tonight.
(N. A.Madrid 1015'4 to AdmtjT).

French
Warships
Intelligence.

MIHNA. 
Enemy A/C.

Intercepted letters indicate location of 
following French Warships on dates given. 
(A) S/M ATALANTE at Dakar 20 Sept.
(B/*T>estroyer CASSARD at Toulon 2prd Oct. 
(S.B.N.O. Western Atlantic 1029Q/4 to Admty 
(R) S.O.(I) Gih.S.O.(l) Freetown).

One A/C JU.88. My position C.D.G. 265° 95. 
(MINNA 1040/4 to Gibraltar W/T).

Force "Q" TONI, para.(l). Intend fuelling Force "Q" at
Gibraltar as situation permits. When convenient 
signal latest date of arrival Gibraltar with 30>o 
remaining.
(N.C.X.F. IO56A/4 to S.O. Force Q.(R) Admty,
C. in C.H.F. F.O.C.N. A.).

UKAULDI,
SCIIARLACH-
BERGER.

Operation
"Torch"
TON Orders.

Spanish 59 (kAULDI) arrived Castro Nov.1st 
expected to leave for France with iron ore 
tonight 4th.
German 55.(SCHARLACHBERGER.) arrived Bilbao 4th. 
(Consul Bilbao, 115b/4 to Admty ( R) M.E.W.etc).

Amendment No.5 to TON orders.A. TON 8 para.5 (B) 
(l) Delete "To make good a north easterly course" 
substitute " Alter course west after dark,_K.M.F.O 
one keep North and JLM.S.O. one South of 0p6 10*
N, oroceed normal speed etc." Para.5 (B) (2) line 
one*insert after Eastward "keep south of 0p7.10 N. 
B. For M.L.458 read H.D.M.L. 1142 throughout. 
(N.C.X.F. 1158/4 to S.& A.Operation "Torch.").

/STURGEON.
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FOREIGN S TAT IONS.

North Atlantic - Oontd.
STURGEON,
STRONSAY,

* SPEEDWELL.
*  HUSSAR.
*  u -l -X .

STRONSAY will R/V with you at llj.OOA/5th in
59* 006° 0 1* and escort you toposition 055°

Gibraltar.
2.SPEEDWELL and HUSSAR sweeping (100$) in 
vicinity Oj>5° 5V  005° 59' a.in./5th, proceeding 
westv/ard p.xn.

3 .Convoy and surface force including fleet units routed to 
South of you are uroceeding towards Gibraltar.
(Capt.S.8. 1200A/1+ to STURGEON, (R) P.O.C.N. A.).Anticipate being Ij. hours late at Cape St. Vincent. Weather
report.

(STURGEON 1202A/U to P.O.C.N.A.(R) Admty, P .0 .(s )  Capt.
(S) 8.).Your 1202. Proceed patrol submerged during daylight 5th 

within 5 miles of position 036.55 N. 008.10 W. Leave this 
position after dark 5th and proceed on surface at your 
discretion through 036.35 U. 007. 01 W. and 036.01 N. OO6 0 O W. 
thence -unescorted to Gibraltar to arrive 1500A/6th.
2. Do not pass 006.30 Vif. before 0800A/6th.
3. Submerged bombing restrictions arranged during daylight 5th 
within 10 miles of your patrol position.

(Capt.S.8. 1642A/U to STURGEON (R) P.O.C.N. A.).

Routeing of Admiralty’s 2301/2. (See Home Commands). Routes 
U.S.S/Ms. of S/Ms will be ordered and promulgated by N.C.X.P

Request early information of anticipated dates of 
withdrawal from patrol to enable routes to be 

planned. s A s  should communicate direct to me if requesting 
instructions repeating signal to S.8.
2.Admiralty inform Cinclant. Cominch and Comnaveu.(Passing action
taken by W.R.). . . .(N.C.X.P. 1207A/U to N.C.W.N.T.P.(R) Admty).

MASTADONTE. Tug MASTADONTE has been towed into Gibraltar
with burst boiler tubes. Expected time of repair 
three weeks. Tug is in any case unsuitably large. 

Request relief tug and AQUILLA be sailed in K.X.6. If required 
MASTADONTE will be sailed for U.K. on completion of repairs.
(N.C. X.P. 1221A/U to Admty (R) P.O.C.N. A. etc).

COLTSFOOT. Following is repetition of my 1126A/hth (Begins,: 
Addressed N.C.S.O, Ponta Delgada ( R) B.N.A. 
Lisbon COLTSFOOT from P.O.C.N.A. COLTSFOOT,
E.T.A. Ponta Delgada 0900 G.M.T./5th require 200 
tons oil fuel and provisions. T.0.0. 1126.(Ends;. 
(P.O.C.N.A. I3I1.6A A  to COLTSFOOT).

/Situation....
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FOREIGN STATIONS,

'Situation—
at 1958/1*.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN BE ELCANO 
cruising in area "between Canary Is. and point 
36.01 30.02.

/*/»•&

2. W.S.21+* ONSLOW ,*OFFA, QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ROTHERHAM, 
*-ORIBI, HOLCOMBE, 30.59 30.27 182° 12 
3. K.M.S.2. LONDONDERRY H.M.S. CLEVELAND, ESKDALE, ALBRIGHTON,
6 sloops, 2 cutters p corvettes 38.21* 23.1*5 through 36.0 1,
23.1+5 thence 088° /33.
1*.COLTSFOOT 39.23, 23.18 to Ponta Delgada lp. ^ ^  /»<*/£, •
5. NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, 38.12 23.1*8 to pass p5.01, 21*.01 approx.
"by 1000A/5th thence patrol North and East of this position 16£.
6. GUARDIAN.CYCLAMEN,ARMENIA 26.05, 20.11* through 28.1*3, 20.p3 
thence p296 1 1 .
(F.O.C.N.A. 131+8A/1+ to Area Y).

Situation 200l*/l*th.
1. P.6II1, 25.1*1, 17. Op 198° on surface 8.  f U f
2. Swedish relief ships AK1IA, YARRAWONGA P7.01 37.17, 299 12.

(F.O.C.N.A. 11+01A/1* to A.I.G.65).
1.STURGEON 37.08 09.18 on surface through 225 St.Vincent 

10 at 2200A/l*th 36.35 07.01 at lL00A/5th 10. ^
2. U.S. S/L SHAD* 31*. 12 09.01 086 diving hy day 2? surface by 
night 10 to patrol off Mehidiya.
3. U.S. S/M GUNNEL 35.25 09.31 08l°2tyday 2̂ °surface hy night 10 
to patrol off Electroala (?Fedala)
1*. U.S. S/M HERRING (?)98.18, 10.35 081° diving hy day surfac
ing hy night 10 to patrol off Casablanca 7 miles Cape Blanco. 
Situation 2002/l*th.
U.S. S/M BARB 32.50 10.p8 081° diving hy day 22 surface hy night
10. To patrol off Safi.
6. WELSHMAN 36.01 0715 to Gibraltar 17.
7. SHEFFIELD 35.59 06.1*0 to Gibraltar 18?.
8. COWSLIP, JAUNTY, LEYLAND, 2 damaged Merchant ships approx, pi*.20
15.20 proceeding to Gibraltar 5. /to * /3/ _
9. L.S.T., H.M.S.GERANIUM, BACHAQUER0, MISOA,TASAJERA,p5 • 1*2, 09.02

j 0900 5? .  .
10.Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising in 
area between Canary Is. and point p6.01 30.02.
11. (?H.M.S.AURORA; leaves Gibraltar 2000A/l*th, to R/V K.M.F.O.
1 in 36.12 12.01 at l800A/5th, 15. -/>./t:3- _
12. K.M.F.O.1 JAMAICA, ABERDEEN, WISHART' WESTCOTT, VERITY,
VELOX, BITER, WALNEY, EXE, HARTLAND, TAY 36 . (08 15?) 1U.P2 through
36.16 15. 1*0 and 36.12 12.01 at l800A/5th 11.
15.SPIEEA JONQUIL leaves Gibraltar 0900/5th to R/V K.k.l.A One 
IBIS, ENCHANTRESS, AMAZON, ACHATES,ANTELOPE, MARNE, ESCAPADE,
ISAAC SWEERS, CLARE,ROTHER, SPEY, PALOMARES,POZARICA^po.12
12 .16 1 1 knots through^ 36.10 10 .0 1 at 0600/5th and p5.56, 07.01

15.1 SAAC^SWEERS leaves K.M.F.A, one at 0900/5th to R A  PorcQ H
. l^CPEEDEQlLL^HUSSAlT, I lgERINE, leave Gibraitar 0900/5th through

5 5.5I*, 05.59 to R/7 ILM.S.A.One in p 5.56 06.1+2 at 1700A/5th.
K M S A 1 STORK.CONVOLVULUS, MARIGOLD, PENTSTEMON, AVENGER,
ADAPTER\ ALARM, ALBACORE, CADMUS, 036.(0l) 010.09 through 036 01 
010.01 at 2100/1*th to Op5«56 006.1+2 at 1700/5th, thence to 0p5.
56 006.17 at 1950/5th.

/18
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Situation 
at 1953/1+. 
Contd.

North Atlantic - Contd.
18.K.M.S.0.1. VANSITTART, ALYNBANK, DEPTFORD, 
GARDENIA , RHODODENDRON, VIOLET, RHYL, ROTHESAY, 
STORNOWAY, CLACTON, VETCH, POLRUAN, 0^6.01 
012.36 7-g- knots, through 0;>6.0 1, 010.01 at 
1500/ 5th"to 055.56 006.17 at 1 1^0/6th, thence

090° 8-g-.
19.ARGONAUT,ESKIMO, ASHANTI, TARTAR, METEOR, MARTIN, PATHFINDER, 
PARTRIDGEA?H.M.S.MILNE) QUENTIN, QUIBERON,QUALITY leave Force H 
a.m./7+th to arrive Gibraltar a.m./5th. ' * p
(20)#SIRIUS, FARNDALE, CALBINDE, (?CAL?E), leave Gibraltar 0j>00A/5th 
to R/V Force H. in 05°. 01, 008.06 at l^OO/oth.* 1—

-> 21.Force H. 5 Fleet units, BERMUDA, PENN,PANTHER, LOOKOUT, BULLDO 
BEAGLE, OPPORTUNE,'BRILLIANT, BOADICEA, AVOWALS, PORCUPINE, 
PUCKERIDGE 036.52 013.09 16 knots. j>6.1+0, 12.1+5 to p6.20, _09.0;> 
to 35.35 07.01 splitting into 2 portions at 1920A/5th in D5.1+6,

-friu’^Fleet Units PENN, PANTHER, LOOKOUT, OPPORTUNE, BULLDOG,
BEAGLE. 61+0 20. ,

-9 2. 3 Fleet units, BERMUDA, SIRIUS, BRILLIANT, BOADICEA, AVOlfVALE, 
FARNDALE, PUCKERIDGE, PORCUPINE,*ISAAC SWEEPS, GALPE,2l+l+ 16.
22. BURDOCK 5U.U5 07.55 227° 12. +t'*7
25.RUSKHOLM, MIRROR, JURA, 2 Merchant Ships sailed 1900A/l+th
Coastwise to Lisbon 8. a /c+u
21+. U.G.F. 1. 29.52, 21+.55 -through ^2.20, 20.55 at 1500A/5th
thence 61+° 12 -̂. . _ ,iC-
25. K.X.5 GLAISDALE,BLEAN, 5 corvettes, 1+ trawlers 1+5.06, lb.z+5
166° 7.
26. SAMPHIRE 55.59 07.55 to Gibraltar 10.
(F.O. C.N.A. 11+05A/1+).

R/C of 
Gibraltar 
by Enemy A/C.

Sitrep 1+th November 111+0 hours.
JU.88 R/C -olane located approached from North Dast 
end circled Rock at 9000 feet. Engaged by A/A 
1206 hours. Amm. expenditure j>8 rounds H.A. A 
(Govr.Gib. 1550A/1+ to W.O;.

K. XJ5. 
AUBKETIA. 
GIL DANES.

Detach AUBiSTIA as necessary to intercept 
Portuguese ship GIL EANES off Oporto 9th 
November remove 1 officer and 7 hands and allow
vessel to proceed.
2. GIL EANES is transmitting noon position 

and estimated noon position for following days at 0200 G., .1. 
and 2200 on 56 metres call sign CPAO.
^ att-rS itIA re loin you on completion.
(N.C.xTf . 1527A/1u to S.O. Escort KX.5 (R) F.O.C.N.A. Admty,
C. in C.W.A. AUBRETIA).

ALASKA. Destination ALASKA an d S tM S y Menchant"ShipsSn,VEEWHLOW, 2 LBYLAHD is to escort JAUNTY and
f COWSLIP. 
* LEYLAND. 
* JAUNTY.
•x, C — h \ - i

fl -fi *

2. LEYLAND is 10 esouxu — - - - - - -

to limit of Territorial waters off Lisbon 
subsequently escorting JATOTY to Gibraltar.
5.COWSLIP is to proceed Gibraltar when LCYLA. 
and JAUNTY have met, reporting when 50 mi r”-
clear.

/(a)....
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ALASKA, 
SILVSRYVILLOW, 
COWSLIP, 
LEYLAND, 
JAUNTY.
Contd.

North Atlantic - Contd.
(a) P.C. and S. of LEYLAND, JAUNTY and Merchant 
Ships.
(B) COWSLIP E.T.A. Gibraltar.
1+.JAUNTY is to tow SILVERWILLOW into Lisbon 
Darting company when SILVERY/ILLOW is secured. 
5.SILVERWILL0W. All Naval Personnel are to be 
removed before entering Territorial Waters and 
sufficient Merchant Navy Personnel placed on 

board to work ship securing and discharging. •
6. N.A. and N.C.S.O. Lisbon will be informed.
(F.O. C.N.A. 1652A/4 to COWSLIP, LEYLAND, JAUNTY.(R) Admty). _

R/V not yet made, boiler situation is serious. My position 
at 1830Z. 034.19 N. 014.57 W. drifting 090°_ly knots. Request 
air cover if possible. Y/ind figure groups p barometer, 969 
falling, sea 4,high swell. ,

(COY/SLIP 1831Z/4 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty, C. xn C.W.A. 
LEYLAND, JAUNTY).

Operation 
"Torch" 
Reports of 
Movements, 
Situation 
Reports.

1. Until full communications are established the 
following orders for reporting arrivals departures 
and situation at Ports are to be in force:-
2. Arrivals and departures of 'Warships are to 
be reported to Admiralty (R) N.C.X.F. in one 
signal made daily about 2000.
3. Arrivals and departures of Merchant Ships
are to be reuorted^to Fairmiss (R) N.C.X. F. in one 

signal made daily at about 1300 which is to be prefixed "TACT".
4.Signals reporting routes and ti.es of arrival are to be made 
in the normal manner to the appropriate addressees.
5.A Situation Report is to be made daily by Flag and Naval 
Officers in charge to N.C. X.F. dealing with following subjects 
when appropriate
A. Situation regarding berthing at the Ports.

Air raids during previous 24 hours including brief statement 
on casualties and damage.C. Minelaying and minesweeping position in general terms.
D. Develoument of Port Defence. .E. Development of Naval Establishments, and Organisations.
F. Expected dates when Merchant Vessels will be ready for convoy.
G. Any~other matters of immediate Naval importance.
6 These situation renorts must be kept brief, -hey are to be 
serially numbered. Fuller details should be forwarded in 
the monthly War Diary and other routine reports required by
7. Pass to all F.O's I.C. and N.O’s I.C. designate.
(N.C.X.F. 1644V4 to N.C.S.T.F., N.C.C.T.F. (R) Admty etc,. 
W.R.Note: No passing action taken by v/.R.

K.X.4A. K.X.4A arrived (15 ships), 
arrived.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1712A/4).

CROMARTY FIRTH also

/RUSXHOLM
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EARNING: This message mist f ir s t  be paraphrased i f  it  is  essentia]
to communicate it  outside British ox Allied Government Services.

SECRET
From N.C.X.F.

M E S S A G E  18 56A/4/N0V emberI N

Date 10.11.42.

Reed. 1855.
NIVAL CYPHER JJ BY CABLE.

Addressed A ll British ships and authorities
ooneerned m Operation 1ORCB, v .A. Laita, 
( excluding ships re fitting  m U.K.)

148. KTHOO Section 5 para. (3) Add

H.M.S. SIRIUS PA, PB, PC
1856A/4.

TORCH H.40. /rix 
T/P fo r  F.O. (S) 

H.Q.C.C. 
D.S.D. (2)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

i + ,1 1 .191+2.
Wednesday.

North A t la n t ic  -  Contd.

T raw ler RUSKHOLM and JURA s a i l  from G ib ra lta r  
1900A/l+th E sco rtin g  5 Merchant Ships coastw ise to  
Lisbon at 8 knots.
(C a o t .S .8 1812A/2+ to  STURGEON (R ) F .O .C .N . A . ) .

My 1902/3rd. S a ile d  Cable Ship MIRROR 
escorted  by H .Li.Traw ler RUSKHOLM and JURA a lso  in  company fo r  
esco rt to  L isbon RENE BVUL and SPERO.
(F . .C .N .A . 1901A/U to  Adm ty).

RUSKHOLM,
JURA.
MIRROR.

.

PORT My 1011+/prd (S a i l in g  o f  tra w le r  PORT PATRICK).
PATRICK. PORT PATRICK a rr iv e d  Lisbon today.

(N .A .L isbon  18U2/U to  S .O . ( l )  G ib ra lta r  (R ) Admty)

A ir  E scorts . A/? esco rts  1 C ata lina  to  IMS 1 0 1  C ata lina  to  
MF 1 A 1 C ata lin a  to  KILN 1 0  1 C ata lin a  to  UGFl 
38 hours 3 mins. 2 Hudsons to  KMSIA 10 hours 18 

mins. A/S sweeps 3 Hudsons to  West 23 hours 7 mins, h  Swordfish 
to  West 10 hours i+5 mins 1 Hudson D e t .F lig h t  to  West 6 hours 20 
mins. Photo recco . 1 S p i t f i r e  Oran 2 hours 19 m in s .l Mosquito.
A lg ie r s  1+ hours 56 mins.  ̂ .
2. 1032 hours one E/A approached from East at 25»000 fe e t  receded 
at 8 m iles f ig h te r s  up but warning in s u f f ic ie n t  to  gain h e igh t.
3. Photo recce . See S ection  1.
4. T ran s it in  from U.K. 5 F o rtresses  11+ Hudsons Out n i l .  
(H .Q .R .A .F . G ib ra lta r  181+5/V?)

Axis Men in  
Spain.

New order issued by German and I t a l ia n  Embassies 
requ ires  a l l  men between 18 and 21 to  lea ve  at 
once B .2. P revious orders o f  th is  k ind have been 
more vague and have a llow ed con sid erab le  la t itu d e . 
(N .A .Madrid 1900/1+).

Di sposal 
o f  Ships o f  
K .M .S .I. 
K .M .S.2.

Your 1912/30 Oct. F o llow in g  fo r  M.W.T.R.
1. DUKE OF ATHENS see our 1?1+. FORT SENNEVILLE 
loads iro n  ore M e lilla/ U .K . HOUSTON ->ITY i f  
g en era l cargo a v a ila b le  agree v e s s e l loads 
L isbon provided  she w i l l  not miss homeward 

connection otherw ise should proceed U.K. in
opportun ity  a r is e s  f o r  her to be despatched xn b a l la s t  to  New 
York which we would p r e fe r  and you may a rran ge. I f  b a l la s t  xs 
in s u f f ic ie n t  to  s a t is fy  Master can you arrange t ra n s fe r  
b a l la s t  ex FORT SENNEVILLE as requ ired . P lease advxse wnat

Further s a il in g s  are NORTH DEV0N,INNESM00R, RUDBY, a l l  o f  
which should load  iron  ore fo r  U.K. VOLTURNO, FLAlflNIANj boti.
load  L in er D iv is ion  L isbon . , .
 ̂ A l l  v e s s e ls  in  K.M.S. 1 and K.M .S.2 should be returned to  

U*k . in  b a l la s t .  We w i l l  advise you in  regard to  la t e r  convoys
as soon as p o ss ib le .
(M.W.T. 2003A/1+ to  D .S .T . ) .

/LONDONDERRY.. .
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North-Atlantic - Contd.
K.M.S.2. My P.C. and S. 2000ZAth 57.05 N. 22.52 W 
A. 155° 8 altering eastward at 09j>0/5th. 6 knots.
Request instructions re-fuelling "Hunts" who now 
have "barely sufficient fuel to reach Lisbon in 
prevailing weather. Can they fuel at Madeira? 

SANDWICH does not hold TON 1. copy of TNCO is being lent by 
SCARBOROUGH. Weather report.
(LONDONDERRY 2050Z/1). to P.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty C. in C. W.A. 
COLTSFOOT, CLEVELAND, ALBRIGHTON, ESKDALE, ROCHESTER, SANDWICH).

LONDONDERRYK.M.3.2.

Special U-Boat One refuelling Group Area 28 N. 25 W. consisting 
Estimate. one refuelling Sub. three U-Boats. Four est.
Weather patrolling N. of Madeira. Three est.W. of
Forecast. Gibraltar. Four patrolling C.Verde Islands to

Dakar. Three est. patrolling N. of C.Verde Is.
One Italian 58 N. 15.W. by poor D.F. 205kZ/l.

Two area 57 N. 15 W. by poor D.F. 1609Z/3. Three_northbound 
15 N.25 W. 27 N. 25 W. 59.N. 19 W. One homebound j>7 N. 10 W.
One southbound 51 N. 11 W. Probably five patrolling along 14.0° N. 
between 11.W. and 21+ W. from numerous D.Fs. Forecast Atlantic 
Coast Morocco weather overcast with rain becoming partly 
cloudy with some showers Thursday. S.W. wind veering to W. 18 
knots then N.with clearing Thursday. Visibility four miles 
becoming 12 miles late Thursday. Sea very rough some decrease 
Thursday. Swell long heavy from N.W. Azores 1+OZ Wednesday swell 
long moderate N.N.E. six feet slowly decreasing period eight 
seconds sea choppy and rough. ^Admiralty pass to Taskfor 3b 
Action. Taskforl 3b pass to appropriate Area Commanders.
(Cominch 205k/k to Admty)„*Passing action being taken by W.R.

AURORA. 
/>. /a

AURORA left Gibraltar at 2000 /1+th proceed 
15 knots to position 0^>6.12 N. 012.01 W. 
(Capt.S.8. 2502+AA to STURGEON).

A/S Escorts 
for K.M.S. &

T.C.A.0.11 Intend A/S escort 5th Nov. Escort 
XUJL- u. convoy KMF A1 07b5 to 181+5 1 0, Call Sign Y©^Q.
K.M.F. Convoys.Escort convoy KMF 01 08j>0 to 1900 1 CWD5B.

Escort convoy KMS A1 07^0 to 1120 1 H Call Sign 
U.A.l Q. 1120 to 1550 1 H Call Sign. U.A.l. S. 15^0 to 1850 H 
Call Sign U.A. 1 I. Escort convoy KMS 0 1 07U5 to 181+5 1 C* Gall 
3 i on TV ̂ A(N.C.X.F. 2550A/1+ to Escorts of convoy KMF Al, Escorts of Convoy 
KMF.01. Escorts of Convov KMS A.l. Escorts of Convoy KMS 01.(R) 
Admiralty, S.O. Force H.).

Oran defences. C.B.1+096 L plan'52 Oran defence. P.R.U. shows 
following battery not previously reported. GRID 
reference 5^2950, 1+ heavy A/A guns.
(N.C.X.F. 2557 A A  to C.N.T.F. (R) S.O. Force H. 
R.A.A.H.F. FORMIDABLE. ARGUS.)



MOST SECRET.

134

'Jar Diary.
1+. 11.191+2. 
Wednesday,
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South Atlantic.

U/Bs Ref.Admty message A.F. 0^8.j>0 S. 026.00 E.
(C. in O.S.A. 0026 G.M.T./+ to B.A.K.S. Area 
5B and 30).

Ref. Admty message A.S’. 0j>6 . j>0 S. 028. 00 E.
(C. in G.S.A. 0109 G.M.T./1+ to B.A.M.S. Areas ^B and pC)

?Vichy Following is a repetition of S.Q.(l) Freetown’s
Shins. 221+5Z/2 ("begins): Transit Wellington sighted in

poor visibility 11+21Z/2/11, 5 S/Ms, Escort 
Vessels possibly 2 Destroyers, 1 possible Depot 

Ship in A °  5 0 ’ N. 17° 37' W. Course 1^0° 5 knots (Ends;. 
(Freetown G.G.O. 0120Z/1+ to Admty (R) G. in G.S.A. S.'J.(I) Gib).

GEORGE 
THATCHER. 
(Torpedoed 
1st Nov).

CISTULA.

Disposition.

My 1030/3rd Nov. Unless towing operation in 
progress continue to destination.
(R.A.W.A. 1012A  to BARWIOK).

Your l629/3rd. Further repairs and tine necessary 
will be reported when ship returns. Additional 
repairs can be effected Lagos.
(Nto. I. G.Lagos. 0850ZA to Admty (R) R.A.W.A.)

ARRAN escorting 016.20 018.59 000°. ,6^* 1—  ****x/'^y< 
ORFJBAY. MAGNOLIA 0H+. 25 (?019 ) 1 0 ’

A  I5I+0 7i at 1959ZAth.
^  2 M.Ls escorting 09.15 A .  50 to Freetovm 3.

SOUTHERN PRIDE off Freetovm 295 Ilf. A w e  •
SHROPSHIRE, VINDICTIVE, HEGLA, ARROW, ACTIVE, BRIDGEWATER with 
G.F.7 about 08.50 A * 20 to 09.(?09) 16.09 thence^ 1 2 . 1 ^ , j/v, 
CANNA. COPINSAY, about 08.15 18.1+5 to Freetown A ? *
Submarine P.611+, 25.1+5 17.Od . 198° 3.
(R.A.W.A. 1 1 0 3 Z A  to Area P.). . _

SANDHURST, 2 M.Ls, with S. T.1+0 off Freetovm to Sou oh ^ast
-*• N A * 3 ~ J& * i I s * ’/

CORINTHIAN escorting 5.1+0 11.31+ to Simonstovm 10.
RUNSWIGK BAY escorting 5.01, 00.15, E. to Lagos 7. , ^
D ’ESTIENNE D ’ORVES 00.55 0 1 o 5  (?St.Vincent) 12 at 2000Z/i+th.^ 
TAMARISK escorting about 01.01 07.10 East to Matadi H .
TRUANT and D. S/M K . A ,  01.55 S. 05.05 I>0U 82. —  u.*/-/*■-/< * 
DESPATCH 01+.1+0 S. 05. 05 518° 18.

DURBAN*A GARTHAGA NORMAN? EXPRESS,GATTERIGK,KANARIS, with 
W.S.23 051.51 S. 029.51+ E. to Durban 12-.
DRAGON 027.30 S. 012.30 E. to Pointe Noire 17s.
THYME 036.20 S. 019.50 E. searching to South Bast.
ENGADINE 0 3 1 A 0  S. 050.50 E. to Durban E.i.A. 1100Z/5th.

(G. in G.S.A.12130A to Area Q).

/TRUANT.....
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U.11.19U2.Wednesday.

South Atlantic. - Gontd.
TRUANT TRUANT and Dutch S/M K.1I+ routed through position
K.1I+. (e) 008.01 S. OOLj.,02 E. (f) Equator. 007°
^ ... JWt (Corrupt) West, thence j>21°. S. of A. 8^.knots.

* Estivated in position (f) at 2100Z/5.
(R.A.W.A. 1D45Z/U to DESPATCH, (R) TRUANT).

EMPIRE
RENNIE,
U/B.
3rd Nov.

Position 256° 363 miles from amended V. 
Referring our message 03̂ +2 G.M.T. /, S/LI was 
damaged perhaps sunk hy our gunfire.
(EMPIRE RENNIE 1200 G.M.T.A to Portishead 

Radio (R) Admty Cominch C & R).

EMPIRE
CHAUCER
(Sunk
17th Oct).

My 1536C/2, EMPIRE CHAUCER.17 survivors landed 
in third officer’s boat. Vessel sunk hy 2 
torpedoes at 0800C/17/10. U-Boat medium sized, 
long low C/T, no wire cutter, painted grey, 
no number and had i+,7 inch gun forward and 
smaller gun aft. German crew. Chief Officer.S 

Young and Cadet Fryer not seen again after second explosion. 
Ljst of survivors follows in my 1506cA«
(S.d.(l) Capetown A 5 7 C A ,  1726C/5 to Admty).

*  SOUTHERN PRIDE Intend SOUTHERN PRIDE to R/V with convoy W.S.22j. 
TAMAROA, on Nov.8th to escort TAMAROA to Freetown.
W.s.2h* * If it is necessary to break W/T silence or

escorts are detached, report estimated P.C.3.
* at 1200/8th Nov. . .

(r .A. W.A. 1617ZA to QUEEN OF BERMUDA,(R) Admty, 
F.O.C.N.A. SOUTHEMPRIDE, Escorts of W.S.2I+).

*ABRAN Your l839A/3rd. Have instructed ARRAN to return
GRYFEVALE. Bathurst with GRYFEVALE who has engine defects.

x BURDOCK. . Intend AR..A1T to escort GRYFEW.LS when ready to 
* ̂  Gibraltar by route given in my 15^5Z/30th.
x Req-ue'sVBURDOCK be sailed for Freetown. F.O.C.N.A. pass to

7 \j  Q  J jl  ^

(R.A.W.A. 17HZA to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A. etc).

Convoy C.F.7. Sailing Telegram.
(N.C.S.O.Freetown 1727ZA) •

SOUTHERN GEM, 
PIERRE LOTI.

Arrival Nov.3rd Libreville SOUTHERN GEM. 
Deuarture from Libreville II4.OOZ/I4..
SOUTHERN GEM escorting SS. PIERRE LOTI for
»DmQ lo. • \(B.N.L.O. West Africa 181CA 0835/5 to R. A.W.A)

/C.F.7
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South Atlantic - Gontd.
C.F.7. 1.Sailed convoy C.F.7 at 1300Z/4th Nov. escorted

ty..* by SHROPSHIRE, VINDICTIVE, HEGLA, ARROW, ACTIVE 
t . and BRIDGEWATER.
2. Route: (A) 009.09 N. 016.09 W.
(b ). 014.30.N.019.46.W (C).023.22N. 020. 40.W 
(D). 029.29.N.021.54.W. (EJ. 034.15N. 026. 04.W.
(P). 037.59.N.023.06.W.(G). 039.18N.024. 59.W.
(h ). 050.11.N.021.17.W. thence as ordered hy G. in G.W.A.
S. of A. to position G. Ilf knots.
3 . P. .G.N.A. is requested to sail escorts to R/V in position (Z) 
28.(?16) N. 21.39 W. at 1200Z/9th.
4. VINDICTIVE has orders to proceed position (Z) with HEGLA and 
Gibraltar escort through position (R) 032.28 N. 014.34 W.(s) 0 3 5.1 3N oii.3 0j¥ (t; 035.4 9K oo8.3 8;w.(v) 035.50N.006.03w.to
Gibraltar, S. of A. 12^ knots, E.T.A. Gibraltar p.m./12th Nov.
5. DUNCAN and ANTHONY from Ponta Delgada will join escort in 
35.54 N. 24.U4 W. at 0800Z/llth Nov. After DUNCAN and ANTHONY, 
join ARROW and ACTIVE will be detached to refuel at Ponta Delgada, 
rejoining convoy a.m. /12th Nov.
6. After ARROW and ACTIVE have rejoined BRIDGEWATER will be 
detached to refuel at Ponta Delgada then returning to Freetown 
through position (N) 032.01 N. 024.01 W. (0) 022.01 N. 025.00 W. 
(P) 016.59 N. 021 58 W. (Q) 012.02 N. 021.01 W.
S. of A 12 knots.
7. BRIDGEWATER on being detached will report position and S. of A 
of convoy.
8. Ships shift to North Atlantic W/T organisation at l800Z/7th 
and to Home Station W/T organisation at l800Z/l2th.
(R.A.W.A. 1819Z/4, 1043Z/7 to F.O.C.N.A.(R) Admty etc).

Gable Your 1210/27/10. Request EMILE BAUDOT be sailed
Ships. for Durban as soon as practicable and CECILE

MAPLESON for Saldanha Bay on completion of 
D.G.range at Durban.

2.Suggest laying of two legged loops Table Bay &e deferred until 
Saldanha Bay is completed.
(D.A/S.N. 1836A/4 to C. in C.S.A. etc).

SOUTHERN GEM.

A

Arrival p.m«/4th Nov.
(N.C.S.O.DuaXa, 2047/4, to Admty etc).

Dispositions 1.Cruisers OMAHA and MARBLEHEAD and festroyer JOUETI 
Solantfor. commencing patrol 'Itinidad,Ascension,Recife. S.of

A.12 knots. E. T.A. Renife-LSth Nov.
2.Destroyers DAVISjE I L K ^ A dGER, and OSMOND fi.INGRAM 

left Trinidad 2nd Nov. with southbound convoy.
3. Cruisers MILWAUKEE and CINCINNATI at Recife.
4. Remaining forces local escort duty and refitting.
(R.A.W.A. 2141Z/4 to C. in C.S.A.(R) Admty).

*  ih./-. lc:a. a.<. TX<.

/( ?C0MI ANDANT)___
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Clcommandant!
D'ESTIENNE,
D'ORVES.

r i i f .

South Atlantic - Oontd.
My P.O.S. at 2000Z/i+th 002. 11+ N. 003.UO W. 
111;% 12. Weather report.
(COMMANDANT D'ESTIENNE D ’ORVES, 211;5Z A  to 
R.A.W.A.).

Movements. Departures l+th. Nov. M.Ls.251» 281. MORRIS DANCE.
(S.O.(l) Freetown 221+1ZA to Admty).

Departure Nov.l;th ARROW, ACTIVE, HEGLA, 
SHROPSHIRE with G.F.7 Q.K.A. 72, Q.Z.H. 89U, L.50, X.853, Y.356. 
S.380, VINDICTIVE Q.K.A. 72. BRIDGEWATER.

(S.O.(l) Freetown 2257ZA to Admty). .
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Mediterranean.
Enemy Units. P.C. and S. of 8 unknown (type) vessels is

Position, course, of 3 medium sized M/Vs, 3 small craft 
33.28 N. 19.20 E. 1806 speed unknown.

(A/C Call Sign T6G Duty W. 0040/4 to Air H.Q. Malta.)
P.C. and S. of 2 small craft, 2 unknown vessels is 

33.58 N. 20.27 E. 210° 5 knots.
(A/C T8MJ 0105B/4 to 201 Group.)
P.C. and S. of 1 small craft 33.26 N. 20.40 E. 150° 8 knots. 
(Aircraft Call Sign T.S.M. Duty J. 0127B/4 to 201 Group.) 
P.C. and S. of 1 enemy merchant vessel, 3 unknown vessels 

is 33.50 N. 20.10 E. 180° 8 knots.
(A/C T8 Ml 0130B/4 to 201 Group.)
P.C. and S. of 2 M/Vs 4 destroyers 33.38 N. 20.14 E. 180°

8 knots.

Tobruk at dawn. Only hospital ships seen.
8. Ref. Cositrep 579, Part 2 para 9. Photographs 
of Tobruk Harbour 3/11 show a 2000 ton merchant 
vessel burnt out at main jetties following B.17 
raid previous afternoon. Also damage to jetties. 
(C. in C. M.E. T.0.0. 1010 G.M.T.)

3rd Oct (?Nov) Arrival Greek Destroyer AETOS, Greek 
Destroyer IERAX U.S. Destroyer Y/OOLSEY, H.M.S. HYACINTH, G.S.PAUL 
CONDOURIOTIS, Greek Destroyer SPETSAI, H.M.S. WHITEHAVEN,
FALK, W0LB0R0UGH, ANTWERP. Departure F.S. COMMAND AN TJ2 DOMINE, 

Greek Destroyer IERAX, H.M.S. ROMEO, ANTWERP.
(S.0.(l.) Beirut 2132B/4 to Admty. (R),C. in C. Med.)

J3  * o
Turkey and Following from Admiral Kelly. General Hitsim

33.50 N. 20.11 E. 180° 8 knots. 
(Aircraft Call Sign T8M Duty L. 
201 Group.)

0012/4 to

(A/C call sign T6G Duty X 0140A/4 to Air H.Q. Malta.)

S.O.(l) Istanbul 0959C/4 see North Atlantic.

Cositrep 
No.581 
Part 2 Air.

1. Night 2/3 Nov. Torpedo Wellingtons made 
offensive R/Cs for enemy shipping between Crete 
and Cyrenaica. Beauforts also searched off

Movements. Arrival TURBULENT.
(V.A. Malta 1228A/4.) 
Departure TURBULENT, PARTHIAN.U ' Z f J a J .  u U i  U  1  U lU J U J J iJ i ' i  1  ^

(V.A. Malta 1600A/4.)

French
Shipping.

Gunduz informed me that General Staff have never 
heard of proposal to release French ships interned 
in Turkey and they would never agree to such^ 
action as these ships are earmarked for Turkish

this statement.

A 3)
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M e d i t e r r a n e a n Jl,.
(3) My telegram 1222/26th Oct. (Circulated 1235/26 
M/S) para 7. He has evidently been got at about 
diversion of war material for Turkey to Middle 
East and Prime Minister now seemed alone in this 
opinion. He calls out for tanks as first 
priority, sufficient eventually to form one 

armoured division, and thinks we should be grateful for diversion 
of tanks from Germany to Turkey. The more we supply Turkey 
the less they will want from Germany and only methods of paying 
Germany are by Chrome and Copper. He repated Turkey would 
never give more than 50 - 50 Chrome to Germany.
(4) I gave my views about Turkish ingratitude and lack of 
consideration of our difficulties of transport and otherwise 
which he promised to bear in mind. He begged us not to restart 
doubt of Turkey’s loyalty to us as firm a: d necessary as ever 
both now and after peace.
(B.'N.A. Ankara 1243C/4 to Admty.)

Turkey and 
French 
Shipping 
(contd.)

Air Bi-weekly Opsum Number 70, in many parts.
Operations. Part 2 31/10. 12 Spitfires attacked dock area

Matruh inflicting many casualties on labourers 
and troops. Also attacked camp near Matruh.
Part 4. Night 31/10 - 1/11. 5 A.S.V. Wellingtons

on R/C for enemy shipping off coast of Cyrenaica found 1 M/V 
1500 tons, 1 M/V 1000 tons, 1 destroyer about 25 miles N.E. of 
Bomba course 3.E. 1 bomber, 6 torpedo Wellingtons despatched.
1 Torpedo Wellington scored 2 hits on 1,500 ton ship which blew 
up with violent explosion throwing debris hight into air.
Another torpedo Wellington and the bomber aircraft both 
attacked smaller ship with unobserved results. 3 Beauforts 
despatched to make dawn attack. 1 Beaufort scored hit on 
1000 ton ship northwest of Tobruk slowing?? vessel up.
Part 6. 1 Nov. Sunderland sighted oil patches and bubbles 
rising about 545 miles northeast of Port Said. Depth charges 
dropped ahead of last oil patch. No results seen. 8 B.24s 
bombed Maleme aerodrome at dusk. Objective obscured by low 
cloud and no results seen. 39500 lbs.
Night l/2 Nov. Part 7. 4 A.S.V. 5 bomber, 2 torpedo Wellingtons
despatched to locate and attack enemy shipping between Crete 
and Cyrenaica. A.S.V. Wellingtons located 2 merchant vessels,
1 destroyer southbound about 10 miles south-west of Gavdos 
Island and 3 destroyers southbound about 50 miles south south
east of Gavdos. Striking force could not locate merchant 
vessels. 4 Wellingtons bombed destroyers claiming hits on 2 
and 2 near misses on another. 1 torpedo Wellington attacked 
a suspected Condottieri class cruiser with unobserved results.
5 Beauforts despatched to make dawn attack on merchant vess 1 
o m  returned. Second striking force Beauforts

Beauforts attacked. Latter^scored hit on 5000 ton ship causing 
large column of smoke up to 3000 feet.

/Part 8
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Part 8. 2 Baltimores despatched to observe results 
of attack both confirm ship on fire with smoke up 
to 5000 feet. Smaller ship was also attacked 
possible hit being scored. 1 Beaufort shot down 
crew seen in dinghy another Beaufort, 1 Beaufighter

missing.
In afternoon 5 B.17s attacked shipping at main jetties Tobruk. 
Bombs burst on and near jetties starting very large fires but 
smoke prevented observation of details of damage. B.17s were 
attacked by fighters (?word missing?) of which they shot down 
probably destroyed another. Photographic reconnaissance 
following day showed merchant vessel 2,000 tons at jetties burnt 
out. Also damage to jetties.

(A.H.Q. M.E. 1609/4, 1655/4 , 2019Z/4. )

PORPOISE
E/Bs.

N* *** *

Minelaying E-boats are expected to operate in 
vicinity of the searched channel tonight, Wednesday,
(2) Coast defence artillery will engage suspicious 
plots and aircraft will illuminate and engage
E. Boats.
(3) You are not to approach within 20 miles of the 
end of the searched channel before 0400A/5th.
(V.A. Malta 1752A/4 to PORPOISE.)

Enemy 5 Ju.88s active on shipping route Gibraltar
Intelligence. to Malta, landed back about 1435Z today.

(2) Unit - unidentified - sighted off Oran in
signal T.0.0. 1140 local time.
(V.A. Malta 1802A/4 to C. in C. X.F., F.O.G.N.A. 
(r ) Admty. C. in C. Med.)

Movements. Arrivals 4th Nov. ANTWERP, ROMEO, G.S. IERAX,
g .s;*c Ondouriotis, f .s. commandant# d o m i n e.
Departures 4th Nov. ANTWERP, G.S. IERAX, G.S . P a u l .  
CONDOURIOTIS, F.S. COMMANDANT# DOMINE.
(N.O.I.C. Famagusta 1808B/4 to Admty. etc.)

Cositrep 582. Situation up to 1200 hrs. G.M.T. (all military). 
(C. in C. M.E. 1815Z/4.)

AQUITANIA,
escort.

Your 1904/27th Oct. C. in C. E.F. 1328/28th Oct. 
If escort is not available from Aden to Colombo 
are New Zealand troops not to be embarked? 
(P.S.T.O. Egypt 1945B/4 to N.Z.N.B. (R)
C. in C. E.F. etc.)
Reply: C. in C. E.F. 1235/6 N.Z.N.B. 2020/6.

AQUITANIA
smoke.

Your 0639Z/28/10. Request Master of AQUITANIA 
be asked to signal answers to following questions 
for information of Cunard Company, repeated
Admiralty. . . . 
(D.T.D. 2036A/4 to F.O.I.C. Aden (R) B.A.D.)

/Malta .••
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Mediterranean - contd.
Malta Air 1.88 4/11 T.O.O. 2045 G.S.R. Malta.
Report. Part 1. Night 3rd/4th. oOOl hours, partial R.D.F.

interference was experienced as 3 enerry bombers 
approached Malta at great height. 3 Beaufighters 

up forced some raiders to drop bombs in sea and turn back but 
few bombs were dropped round Halfar aerodrome and near Kalafrana 
causing no serious damage.
4th. 0500 hours, 16 Spitfires up for several raids which turned 
back before reaching Malta. 14 Spitfire Sorties were made in 
R/C patrols north of Malta but no enemy aircraft or shipping was 
sighted.
Part 2. Night 3/4. 2 bomb carrying and 3 torpedo carrying
Wellington 8s carried out successful attack on enemy southbound 
convoy sighted by Baltimore at 1420 off North African Coast.
1 torpedo Wellington found at 2346 hours in moonlight 324° 
Benghazi 118 miles 2 medium sized M/Vs and 5 probable D/Rs course 
south, and released torpedo Duplex contact depth setting 14 feet 
from 70 feet range 1000/1200 yards, scoring hit on bows of 
heavily laden M/V leaving it stationary and down by the bows.
This convoy was illuminated by 2 flare carrying Wellingtons 
from Mideast which subsequently landed at Malta. The other
2 torpedo and 2 bomb carrying Wellingtons found at 0002 hours 
300° Cape Ramero (W.D. Note: Ras Aamer 32.55 N. 21.42 E.
No Cape Ramero) 83 miles a second convoy of 8 vessels including 
a tanker, course 180°. At 0052 and 0130 hours the 2 bombing 
Wellingtons attacked the tanker by moonlight dropping 3 500 lb. 
G.P. instantaneous bombs each but observed no results. At 
0100 hours 1 torpedo Wellington released a torpedo Duplex 
contact depth setting 14 feet from 50 feet range 500 yards which 
all astern of tanker.
0135 hours the second torpedo Wellington released torpedo 
Duplex contact depth setting 14 feet from 80 feet range 600 yards 
scoring a hit between amidships and stern of tanker.
Day 4th. Baltimore sighted 280° Cape Aamer 30 miles 3 separate 
oil patches 500 feet across, 1 thick black, 2 light brownish 
colour. 2 Beaufighters on anti-shipping patrol ^attacked 0450 
1 schooner 270° Empedocle 30 miles course east scoring numerous 
strikes and leaving it stationary.
(A.H.Q. Malta 2045/4, 2059/4, 2111/4, 2121/4.)

CLYDE. The general condition of CLYDE makes it apparent
that refit should not be further postponed.
Major structural deterioration is setting in, 

external pressure hulk frames are wasted, 75/ of casings need 
rebuilding. Syphon pipe and main ballast cross vent pipe 
plumbing in doubtful condition. Request decision whether 
CLYDE after unloading is to be sailed for Gibraltar and U.K. 
(V.A. Malta 2210A/4 to Admty.)

3-Boats R.D.F. plotting night 2nd/3rd and 3rd/4th
£inelaying. indicates E-boats engaged on minelaying in Malta
;,, Approaches.
^  2. Mines have probably been laid in old searched
channel no longer in use. . .
5. Boats were momentarily (corrupt group) night 2nd/3rd ana a 
few rounds fired by C.D.A. last night boats unfortunately at 
jxtreme range and were not molested.

/ ( 4 ) .••
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4 . A v/arm r e c e p t io n  i s  b e in g  prep ared  f o r  them 
i f  they ven tu re  c l o s e .
N .O .I .C . M alta 2250A /4 t o  C. in  G. Med.
R) Adm ty., F .O .G .N .A .)

4 t h N ov. P o rt  S a id  a r r iv a l .D ID O .Y ugoslav M.T.B. 
DUMITOR, Y u goslav  M .T.B. XAJMAKCALAJtf, GLOXINIA, 
KLO, ISLAY. D e p a rtu re ,ARETHUSA, SNAPDRAGON,
G .S. SAKTOURIS, ERICA, HURWORTH, CROOME, GLOXINIA, 
BURRA, SOUTHERN MAID, SOUTHERN 
M .T.B. DlfrllTOR Y u goslav  M .T.B.
KLO, ISLAY, M .L .1038.
(N .O .I .C . P o r t  S a id  2 3 5 9 /4 , 1053B/5 t o  Admty. 
e t c . )

ISL E .Y ugoslav 
^ f  KAsFMAKC ALAN ) ,
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East Indies.
Following has been read:- From Colombo W/T 
SSSS FORT FRASER 110 53’ N. , 51° 39* E. submarine 
on surface.
(FORT FRASER, 0006/4).

Intercept. My 1545Z/3 (not received in Admiralty) 
Small Tug has sunk with one lighter totally 
submerged, am endeavouring to salvage remaining 
2.
(H.M. Tug FAVOURITE 0015Z/4 to C. in C. E.F. )

Request your view whether previous schemes 
proposed in my 0541/12 August or Admiralty 
scheme received under letter number M.A/S.W. 
7342/42 dated 15th April received after despatch 
of my signal should be adopted. Request urgent 
reply.
2. Request all gear required for scheme adopted 
may be allocated.
(F.O.C.R. I.N. , 0313Z/4 to Admty).

Serial No. 2 pass to N.C.S.Os. and R.Os.
Following Admiralty Message is passed for 
necessary action.
**( 1) A large number of reports continue to be 
received of ships failing to receive diversion 
signals addressed to them.

(2) A full investigation of circumstances is always to be made 
on arrival of ships concerned at her next port.
(3) Should this latter be situated in different command from 
that from which the diversion signal was initiated the relevant 
information should be passed to other commands with request for 
an enquiry to be held. In British strategic area a brief report 
of investigation is to be made to Admiralty T.0.0. 1357A/31st 
October 1942".
Ref. third sentence. As soon as diverting authority has 
received notification of arrival at an incorrect port, that 
authority is to signal to N.C.S.O. of that port full details of 
the diversion signal, time transmitted, number of broadcast and 
any other details to assist enquiry. The result, vide last 
para., is to be repeated to diverting authority and C. in C.
E.F. if not this authority.
(C. in C. E.F. , 0748Z/4 to C. in C. Ceylon, F.O. Ceylon, 
F.O.C.R.I.N. etc).

War Diary.

"S" Report, 
FORT 
FRASER.

Tug Sunk

Loop
Defence,
Bombay.

Non-Receipt 
of Diversion 
Signals.

Ceylon Ref. Movement Summary No.22.
Movement (1) LISMORE now returning to Colombo due 1030Z
Summary 5th November. (No para. 2).
No. 23 4th (3) MADRAS arrived Bombay 2nd November.
November. (4) SUTLEJ and PUNJAB escorting B.P.59 due

Khor Kuwai 8th November.
Summary No.24*

(1) JUMNA with TULIP and RANPURA leave Bombay 6th November 
escorting B.A. 33« TULIP and JUMNA return to Bombay from 069° E.
(2) SONAVATI at (?Khor Kuwai).
(3;,f'ABELIA left (?Trincomalee) 1st November arrived Colombo 2nd.

A h)
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(4) MARGUERITE left Colombo 4th calling Cochin 
to escort (?DU)MANA to Bombay.
(5) B.S. JAN DE WAELE left Colombo 2nd November 
due Addu Atoll 6th November.
(6) D.S. WILLEM VAN DER ZAAN escorting TINGSANG 
left Colombo 3rd (?November) due Trincomalee 
5th November. Expected to leave Trincomalee 6th 
November escorting AT KELTMONARCH and CLYDEFIELD

to Colombo and thence to Bombay leaving Colombo 9th November 
(approx.)
(7) LAUNCESTON leaves Trincomalee 6th November for Addu Atoll 
escorting WARINA.
(F.O. Ceylon, 0913Z/4 to Admty etc.)

Ceylon 
Movement 
Summary 
No. 23
4th November. 
(Contd.)

Navigation British B.A.M.S. Lettered Message MJ P” Merchant
Lights. Ships when in B.A.M.S. area 3B or 3C are not

to burn navigation lights when westward of 35°E 
2. Para 1 of B.A.M.S. Lettered Message ”J 0" is 

cancelled C.A.M.S.I. 155/42 will be amended.
(D.T.D. 1200Z/4 to B.A.M.S. in all Areas. (Negative A.I.G. 12)).
Shipping Your 1202/3 approved. Request you will issue
Bay of necessary instructions. My 0914/17 October
Bengal. (923C) will be amended in due course.

2, A new system of reference positions for Ocean 
traffic is now under discussion with Admty. but it is undesirable 
to include your Coastal ones. Suggest that ships from places 
outside Indian waters should be supplied with current reference 
positions when they call at Colombo. (862C para. 2). Positions 
can then be omitted from route signals. Do you concur?
(C. in C. E.F., 1314Z/4 to F.O. Ceylon (r ) Admty.)
ENTERPRISE, Arrival 4th November.
MAURITIUS. (F.O. E.A. 1407Z/4 to Admty.)
Bahrein, A.M. 1306/27/10 para. (2) (Bahrein Harbour and
Sitrah, Sitrah anchorage should be immune from submerged
Banda Abbas. attack). Bahrein and Sitrah considered 

unsuitable for following reasons.
(A) Most ships would be exposed to full force of 

Shamal both summer and winter with a lee shore and boatwork 
frequently impossible.
(B) A most difficult approach. Low lying land with off-shore 
dangers and frequent thick weather at all times of the year.
(C) No drinking or boiler water. (2) Therefore appears no 
alternative to Bandar Abbas and the lack of underwater defences 
must be accepted. I do not consider that loop equipment should 
be diverted from Bombay or Colombo. Some measure of defence , 
can be obtained by anchoring ships as far to the westward in 
Clarence Strait as possible where they would largely be hidden 
from seaward observation.
(C. in C. E.F., 1437/4 to Admty (R) S.N.O.P.G.)
CAIRNS. Your 0914/4. Expect to depart Seychelles p.m.

Friday 6th Nov. or a.m. Saturday 7th Nov. Boiler 
brickwork principal defect.
(CAIRNS 1821Z/4 to C. in C. E.F., (R) N.O.I.C. Seychelles,F.O.I.C 
Ceylon, F.O. East Africa.)
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America & West Indies.
Following has been read and passed to Admiralty 
from Ottawa. One submerged submarine South 5 
49° 40’ N. , 127° 40’ W.
(Minor War Vessel - Call sign Undecypherable
0145z/4).

Ops. November 3rd Times 
1 S/M Digby X-Ray 10 BR 
in 46.18 N. , 52.16 W. 
time of attack although 
Oil patch 100 ft. diam. 
attack.
(E.A.C.H.Q. , 0715/4).

G.M.T. Enemy sightings, 
attacked U-boat at 1205Z 
U-boat was submerged at 
swirl plainly visible, 
observed 1 minute after

Barbados W/T reports S/M sighted on surface 
1100 G.M.T./4th 012° 11’ N., 059° 57’ W. submerge 
1108 G.M.T. course 110°.
(Navyntell, 0929R/4 to Admty).

1800 G.M.T. 4th November.
Ship Position Course Speed.
Convoy 
W.S.24

33° N., 30i° W. 181° 12
ILEX 15° N., 36^° W. 080° 1 6 .
(D.O.D. (F) 1010Z/4 to Opnav (R) Comnaveu).

S.B.N.O.W.A., 10290/4 See North Atlantic.

Request repetition of C.T.U. 24*1.14's 1231/2 
which cannot be traced in Admiralty.
(D.T.D., 1100Z/4 to Connav).

You may be asked to embark drums lubricating oil 
in trawlers for transport to Freetown.
2. Request full compliance subject to C.O’s 
satisfaction regarding seaworthiness and to no 
interference with sailing dates. Understand 
acceptance of smallest quantities will be valuabl 
(D.T.D. , 1201A/4 to S.B.N.O. Trinidad (R)
B.R.L.O. Trinidad).

As the result of discussions reported to have 
taken place in Washington it is proposed for your 
consideration that (A) Busra para. E (a) 
second sentence should be amended to read 
’’The eastern boundary of the Western Atlantic Area 
so far only as the control and routeing of 
shipping is concerned, is a line running along 
the meridian of 35° West from the coast of

/Greenland.
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Greenland to lat. 50° N., thence to position 43° 
N., 40° W., thence along the meridian of 40°
W. to lat. 20° N., thence by Rhumb line to 
position 00° 35’ N., 26° 00’ W., thence along the 
meridian of 26° W., to lat. 40° S., and thence 
along the parallel of 40° S., to the east coast 
of South America”. (B) M.A.R.I. Sec. I para. 9 

sub. para. 2 (a) to be amended to conform.
2. If you concur request you will indicate time and date it 
would be convenient for these proposed amendments to become 
operative.
(D.T.D. Approved A.C.N.S. (T) 1223Z/4 to Cominch (R) B.A.D., 

Reply: B.A.D. 2049/5.

Your 2041/23 October.
1. Hitherto under Busra (E) (d ) last sentence 
certain B. R.L.O's have interpreted their 
duties as including the right to object whenever 
they consider a British managed ship has been 

routed unwisely or contrary to the latest instructions. This 
has now ceased in accordance with Admiralty ruling.
2. Any responsibility of B.R.L.Os for "control of shipping” is 
excluded by your 2041/23 October under Busra (B) (F) (3) and 
(B) (H) (2) this term includes instructions relative to use 
of radio, codes and cyphers etc. Reports from B.R.L.Os 
indicate that the majority of U.S.R.Os. do not repeat not receive 
these instructions from Washington. Since the efficient 
diversion of shipping depends on masters having these 
instructions up to date I have directed B.R.L.Os to maintain 
their files of such instructions until further orders.
3» "Q" messages are not mentioned in your 2041/23 October para.
2. C.N.O. Washington Q.P.37 - 1 - M W. D L (S C) 16- 1/C F 13- 
13 serial 09637 dated 13th April 1942 P P A FHAR (E) refers. 
Reports show that U.S.R.Os. only receive from Washington "Q" 
messages relating to American coast and U.S. strategic area.
All these by air courier subject to considerable delay. It is 
therefore assumed that B.R.L.Os. are to continue to supply 
U.S.R.Os. with "Q” messages until further orders.
4* Request therefore that your 2041/23 may be clarified so 
that none of the essential duties now performed by B.R.L.Os. are 
restricted until taken over by U.S.R.Os.
5* B.R.L.O. Santos 1830/31 (Presumably 1820/31 intended) 
is passed to you as a typical reply to my 2342/27 October which 
conveyed gist of A. M. 2041/23 October and called for report on 
present situation.

(S.B.N.O.W.A., 1241Q/4 to Admty (R) N.S.H.Q. , B.A.D.)

N.S.H.Q.

B. R. Os. 
Duties.

War Diary.

Busra,
proposed
amendment.
Contd.

Curacao,
Aruba,
staff.

Your 1339/3 Nov. and ray 1241/4 Nov. (N.T. in W.D. ) 
R.Os. are receiving all instructions sufficiently 
early and up to date to issue correct routes and 
instructions to British ships. S.B.N.O. Curacao 
1153/29 October is passed to you for information 
correction read to recommend any reduction at 
Curacao.
(S.B.N.O.W.A., 12420/4 to B.A.D. (R) Admty).

/MAGDALEN...
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MAGDALEN MAGDALEN grounded at entrance to Charlottetown
aground. P E I at 1015Z/2, refloated at 2145Z/2.

Damage believed confined to loss of Asdic Dome. 
This will be confirmed when ship is hauled out on 
slip today.
(C.O.A.C. , II4I6Z A  to N.S.H.Q. (R) Admty).

NORSEMAN Departure l840Z/4th November Cable ship NORSEMAN,
San Juan 20G0Z/6th November, eseortiaftg P.C. 490.
(B. R. 0. St. Lucia, 1443Q/4 to Admty).

Request that when U.S.S. LEARY, U.S.S. SCHENCK 
INGHAM have joined S.C.107, VANESSA may be 
ordered to rejoin H.X.213*
(C. in C. W.A. , 11+58A  to C.T.21+ (R) Cominch, 
Admty etc).

If no further attacks by Thursday morning and escort 
reinforced by one or more ships from Iceland, VANESSA rejoin 
escort H.X. 213.

(C.T.21+ 1815ZA to C.T.U. 24.1.14 (R) Admty etc).

*S.C.107VANESSA.
p .r

U.G.F.2 New York 1000Z/2 as special movement designated
U.G.F. 2, ANTHONY, DUNCAN, ARCHER, BULKOIL, MARTIN 
BAKKE, DELAIRES, EXAMINER, FAIRLAND, ROBIN 
SHERWOOD, ROBIN TUXFORD, SAl'TTA ISABEL, SANTA 

MARGARITA, SANTA MARIA, SANTA MONICA, SEEKAY, SANTA PAULA, 
CRISTOBAL, JOHN ERICSON, SANTA ROSA, SANTA ELENA, J.W.
MACANDREW, LOUISE LYKES, MONTEREY.
(N.S.H.Q., 1508Z/1+ to Admty).

U/B Submarine report 1+th and U.S. Submarine Notice.
Positions. (Cominch, 1535/4* 1538/1+, 1611+/1+, 1615/1+,

l6l6/i+, to Admty).

Ships 
Torpedoed 
Ex. T.A.G.
18.

Trinidad reports following ships ex T.A.G. 18 
torpedoed CHR. J. KAMPMANN 0007Z/3rd in 012° 06’
N. , 062° 1+2’ W. GYPSUM EMPRESS 0537Z/3rd in 
012° (?10’) N., 063° 21’ W.
THORSHAVET and probably 1 other 1039Z/3rd in 012° 
16’ N., 061+° 06* W.
(S.O.(I) Kingston Jamaica, 1605R/4 to Admty B.A.D)

Attacks on D.A/S.W. 1547A/4 to Cominch etc. See U-boat
U/Bs. Campaign.

Search of I anticipate in near future receiving requests
Spanish from U.S. Naval Authorities to carry out very
Ships. thorough searches of Spanish Ships they bring in

to harbour whom they think are acting suspiciously 
I propose to agree subject to any instructions 
to contrary.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, I65IQ/I+ to Admty. (R) 
S.B.N.O.W.A. , B.A.D. )

/S.C. 105...
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S.C.105 Average speed 6.1 knots. Moderate weather

except for gale 28th to 29th October.
All ships arrived.
(D.T.D. , 1711A/U to Connav, N. S.H. Q.)

EROS U/B 0^7° 30' N., 038° 10' W. unsuccessful torpedo
attack. attack from the rear.

(EROS, 1830/4). EROS, British 5888 tons. 
(D.O.R. , 1174.

Shipping A. Your 1601Z/29/10, statement in para. 2 is
Intelligence. confirmed.

B. In view of N.S.H.Q. Ottawa’s 2235Z/21/10 it is 
suggested that the Shipping Intelligence 
Division should commence to function with the 

information already available from or through N.S.H.Q. Ottawa,
B. A. D. and B.N. L.Os.
C. If experience shows that this does not meet all requirements 
proposals then to be put forward showing what supplementary 
information is needed.
D. It is hoped that close liaison between the Shipping 
Intelligence Division and the New Merco Centre in New York will 
be established in near future.
(D.T.D., 1853A/4 to B.A. D. , (R) N.S.H.Q.)

G.A.T.18 Arrival U.S. Destroyer BLAKELEY, U. S. S. SAUCY, SPRY,
U. S.S. P.C.489, 493,564, and 567 escorting convoy 
G.A.T-. 18.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad, 1902Q/4 to S.B.N.O.W.A. (R) 
Admty)•

REGENT Your 2212/29 to B.A.D. REGENT PANTHER sailed
PANTHER. 1200Z November 4 th fbr Texas City via N K Route

(BARD) and K H Route (YiORK) E.T.A. 13th November 
S. of A. 12 knots.
(B.L.O. New York, 1915Z/4 to Admty).

D/F bearing at 1722/4th and 1731/4 on 10510 
k/cs indicate at least 2 S/Ms still in your 
vicinity.
(N.S.H.Q., 1934Z/4 to C.T.U. 24.1.14, C.O.A.C. , 
F.O.N.F. , Admty. S.B.N.O.W.A., (R) Opnav).

EMPIRE
TURNSTONE.

Have you any news of EMPIRE TURNSTONE due New 
York 26 November from O.N.136?
(D.T.D., 2006A/4 to N.S.H.Q.)

vS.C.107 By D/F bearings between 1348Z and 1730Z on
'H.X.213, Series 2 indicate several U-boats still in your
U/Bs vicinity.

(D.D.I.C. , 2018A/4 to Escorts of S.C.107, 
Escorts of H.X. 213).

/M.P« R. I. . .
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M.P.R.I. Amendment M.P.R.I. No. 3 sec. 1 para. 6. Delete

all after MAKATEA and substitute following: 
thence if to Wellington between Chatham Island an 

041° S., keeping to eastward of 174° W. until south of 041°
5., or S. of Chatham Island and south of New Zealand to 
destination. Sect. 1 para. 8 A A 1 after Wellington, add:
pass between 041° 3., and Chatham Island keeping to eastward 174 
W.» until south of 041° S. Reporting centre pass to Routeing 
Officers your area.
(Connav, 2022/4 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, S. B.N.O.W.A., Admty.
5.0. (l) Jamaica, S.O.(i) Montevideo).

Further S.C.107. 5 more ships torpedoed during night,
attacks JEYPORE, HOBBEMA, EMPIRE LYNX, TITUS, HATIMURA.
on S.C.107. Cdre. and most survivors rescued. Detaching 

/>/> ARVIDA, CELANDINE for fuelling, STOCKPORT,
11 1 GAUGER^ PESSACUS, UNCAS, with over 500 survivors

to Iceland tonight. "llft?HAM,U.S. Destroyer LEARY, U.S. Dest. 
SCHENCK joining (?during the night). P.C. and S. 57,00 N.,
36.18 W. 050° 7. Weather.
(C.T.U. 24.1.14, 2028Z/4 to C.T.F. 24 (R) Connav, Admty. C. in C. 
W.A. , N.S.H.Q. , F.O.N.F. , C.O.A.C., C.T.G. 24.7*, A.C.I.C. ,
C.T. 24.6).

U/B Special estimate and weather forecast.
Positions. (Cominch, 2054/4 to Admty) See North Atlantic.

Shipping Following received from Connav addressed N.S.H.Q.
Oban. in error "Your 1146Z/30*. See my 1807/2.

Suggest this information if be permanent condition 
should be incorporated in Camsi or other 
suitable publication. 1810/2*'.
(N.S.H.Q., 1601Z/4 to Admty).
*A. M. 1146Z/30 intended? re ships proceeding to 
Oban to keep clear of flare path owing to night 
flying A/C using it.

Proposed Re your 2158/3i‘d. N.S.H.Q. Ottawa's 1646 31st
Conference. October containing proposed repeated proposed

agenda signalled as result of your request via 
Naval Member Canadian Joint Staff Washington.

(ii) Request you will indicate which items you do not wish to 
discuss at this meeting.
(iii) It is our opinion that frank discussion by competent 
officers of our 3 services will do a great deal to ensure the 
best possible use of our available forces and may considerably 
help the successful prosecution of the battle of the Atlantic.
(iv) Admty. agree with the value of such a conference and we 
hope Admty. and C. in C. W.A. will be able to send 
representatives.
(C.N.S. Ottawa, 2118Z/4 to C. in.C. U.S. Fleet (R) Admty etc).

/Sub. attack...
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Para. A. MOUNT PELION, RINOS, MARITIMA,’ 
HARTINGTON, EMPIRE LEOPARD, EMPIRE ANTELOPE 
and DALCROY torpedoed area 52.15 N., 45*10 W. 2nd 
November.
THORSHAVET torpedoed presumed sunk 12.10 N.,
63.21 W., 0537Z/3.

CHRISTIAN J. KAMPMANN torpedoed sunk 12.06 N., 62.42 W. , 0107Z/3. 
possibly also CHRISTOPHER ROBIN. LEDA, GYPSUM EMPRESS torpedoed 
12.28 N. , 64.03 W. 1039Z/3.
HAHIRA torpedoed sunk 54.37 N., 41.45 W., 1040Z/3.
Escort sights 3 (E) submarine on surface area 55*28 N., 39.25 W. 
3rd November.
Para. B. PBY five A attacks sub on surface 58.52 N., 21.42 W. 
1025Z/6 October U.45 type.
Para. C. S.C.532 attacks sound contact 11.06 N. , 61.44 W., 
1820Z/17. CG 83305 attacks sound contact 38.55 N., 74.29 W., 
1620Z/21 October. Sub sighted 14*55 N., 64.10 W. 1120Z/2 Sub 
sighted on surface 12.11 N., 59*57 W., 1100Z/4* Course 110.
CCP plane attacks sub on surface 31*24 N., 80.57 W. 1200Z/4 
course 135. Sub sighted 31*25 N. , 81.15 W. , 1200Z/4 13*20 N. , 
62.05 W., 1515Z/4 and 12.33 N., 62.23 W., 1610Z/4.
Para. D. A. 29 attacks submerged sub and swirl 33.57 N., 77*08 W. 
1607Z/22 October.
(Cominch, 2151/4 to Adrnty (R) N.3.H. Q.)

War Diary.

Sub. attack 
and sighting 
summary.

My 2311/3 (Re information of Brazilian coast 
convoys required) Comtask 23 reports B.R.N. 4 
expected to sail November 20th.
(B.A.D., 2231Z/4 to Admty)•

S/M sighted in 051° 50' N. , 046 ° 35’ W., at 
1200/4th.
(C.O.A.C., 225CZ/4 to G.B.7 A).

Substance of F.O.S. 2229/31st October amended by 
F.O.S. 19l6/3rd November is confirmed by 
Commander U.S. Naval Forces in Europe despatch 

1102/4 November with the following additional information:-
1. Route to position E is through A. 038° 59’ N., 070° 27’ W.
B. 038° 12’ N., 066° 23' W. at 0300A/5th November.
C. 039° 37’ N., 043° 51’ W. D. 046° 50’ N., 033° 30' W.
2. GURNARD making 300 miles per day from B to F reaching 180° 
BarrajMead 9 miles at dawn 15th November.
3. Annexe A of Commander S/Ms U.S. Atlantic Fleet Operations 
Order 37 S.A. - 42 when received is to be changed to conform 
to above.
(F.O.S., 2309A/4 0744/5 to C. in C. W.A., Admty. Comdr. U.S. 
Sub. Squadron 50, U.S. Submarine Tender BEAVER, Capt. (S) 3rd 
S.F. )

CHELSEA Boston sailed for. New York 1921Z/4* CHELSEA.
(N.S.H.Q. , 2359Z/4 to Admty).

Brazilian
Convoys.

U/B

GURNARD
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Australia & New Zealand.
MARYBOROUGH, 3rd November. Departure Fremantle MARYBOROUGH 
IPSWICH. for Colombo via Diego Garcia, IPSWICH for

Kilindini via Diego Garcia.
(A.C.N. B. , 04262/4 to Admty etc).

Situation. Digest serial No. 286 3/11.
6 Catalinas attacked shipping Buin Tonolei from 
medium height early morning 3/11. Results not 
observed. Probably beacon observed end of 

Kihili Strip. Slight A.A. fire. 4 unidentified fighters 
intercepted.
2. Two vessels (one 1,000 tons one 250 tons) in Buka Passage 
afternoon 2/11. Same time 1 destroyer 1 small steamer 20 miles 
east Passage course north.
3. Rabaul harbour morning 3/11, 19 large unidentified ships 
reported by aircraft at 24*500 feet 25 miles distant.
4. Fortress attack on enemy convoy 0800Z/2nd 6° 4 0 ’ S . , 150°
E. resulted in fierce fire on larger transport seen at 2220Z/2nd 
and again in approx, same position 0500Z/3rd one possible 
cruiser and one possibly transport seen 30 miles further west.
5. No contact with enemy by advanced units on track east of 
Kokoda.
6. Dilla attacked by 4 Hudsons before dawn 3/11 and by 8 
Marauders at 0100Z/3rd. All bombs fell in built up area in town. 
Many buildings demolished. Marauders intercepted by about
6 Zero’s. One Zero certain one possible shot down plus one 
damaged.
(G..H.Q. S.W.P.A. , 0817Z/4 to Admty etc).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions 1300A/4*
(D.D.I.C., 1433A/4, 1443A/4).

Submarines Attacked.
**—*- X 7 -  />. SrJ ^

Weekly My 1059/22/7. GRAPH reported that she sank a
Summary. „ U-boat in Bay of Biscay on the 2 1 s t i f

rf» u w^jU«JJ.0n the 30 th an aircraft and 5 destroyers sank a 
U-boat off port Said after a hunt lasting 18 hrs. 

On the 28th, a Hudson in 07° 58' N . , 18° 09* W. , attacked a 
U-boat two depth charges exploded very near conning tower. A 
photograph shows 15 ft. of U-boat's stem at 45° with a depth 
charge bouncing off the hull. U-boat disappeared leaving large 
patch of oil.
(D.A/S.W. , 1547A/4 to Cominch, B.A.D. , Comnaveu, N.S.H.Q.)
»W. D. ITotc - presumably £7th is meant.



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Q.P.15.

P.556.

Operation.
Q.U.l.

Operation
’’Torch”

152
5.11.1942.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

FAULKNOR, ECHO and IMPULSIVE left Scapa at ?1800 
today for Kola Inlet via Seidisfiord to bring in 
Q.P.15.

The Clyde was reopened to traffic this morning.

P.556 arrived safely at Milford Haven this evening.

C. in C. W.A. considers that the recent heavy 
losses in convoy in the Atlantic emphasise the 
urgent need for a supporting force capable of 
operating in the threatened area and he makes 
recommendations for raising such a force.

At 0910A today aircraft reported 4 enemy units of 
800 tons in 44° 11' N 6° 8' W (off Gijon) steering 
west at 20 knots, and at 1010A a merchant ship in 
44° 20' N 13° 15' W (210 miles N.W. of Cape 
Finisterre) steering east. These are thought to be 
an incoming blockade runner and escort. The 
aircraft attacked and reported that it had near 
missed the merchant ship at 1020A.

M.Ls. 100, 105 and 110 from Felixstowe completed 
early today this minelaying operation off the 
Dutch coast.

North Atlantic.

Force Q (NORFOLK and CUMBERLAND) are to patrol 
north and east of approx. 35° 1' N 24° 1* W from 
1000A today. ONSLOW, OFFA and ORIBI left Ponta 
Delgada yesterday evening to R/V with Force Q. 
ARGONAUT, TARTAR, MARTIN, ASHANTI, PARTRIDGE, 
QUIBERON, QUENTIN, QUALITY, MILNE, ESKIMO, 
PATHFINDER and METEOR arrived at Gibraltar at 
1423A today.

The following U.S. S/Ms. are on patrol:- 
SHADfc off Mehedia (34° 18* N 6° 39' W.) 
GUNNEL off Fedala.
HERRING off Casablanca.
BARB off Safi.
BLACKFISH off Dakar.
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South Atlantic.
SS. ROSS (Port Elizabeth for Trinidad and U.S.A.) 
is reported to have been torpedoed on 29th Oct. 
in 38* 51* S (?21°) 40’ E (about 220 miles S.S.E. 
of Cape Agulhas.)

•

SS. NEW TORONTO was torpedoed and sunk at 2010Z 
today in 5° 57* N 2° 30’ E whilst on passage from 
Lagos to Accra.

T.A.G.
18.

America and West Indies.
Convoy T.A.G.18 (attacked 3rd Nov.) was attacked 
again today and the tankers METON and ASTRELL 
were sunk at 0715Z in 12° 21’ N 69° 21* W.

S.C.
107.

The convoy was attacked again last night and 
SS. DALEBY was^nuuk.in the area 57° 27' N 35° 5' W 
U.S. destroyers ̂ INGHAM, LEARY and SCHENCK joined 
at 1100Z today and VANESSA was detached to rejoin 
H.X. 213. Aircraft have attacked 3 S/Ms on the 
surface. At 1602Z the convoy was in 58° 27' N 
32° 45' W. f iT  *  .
The names of ships torpedoed in S.C.107 have 
now been received.

SS. LA CORDILLERA was torpedoed at 1556 G.M.T. in 
12° 52' N 58° W 095° 85 miles from Barbados.
1 lifeboat with 20 survivors landed at Barbados 
on 7th Nov.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Defence o f  U.K.

L iv e rp o o l.  My 1233A/4. Movement delayed  24̂ - hours owing
Maunsell to fo g .
Tower. (F .O .I .C . L iv e rp o o l 0934A/5.)

Movements.

SKATE. Your 2152A/4. In tend s a i l in g  SKATE Lough Foy le
fo r  Holy Loch, speed 24 knots, E .T .A . 0950A/5. 
(Cdre. Londonderry 0142A/5.)

S a ile d  SKATE in  accordance w ith  my 0142A/5.
(C dre. Londonderry 0538/5.)

P.556. E .T .A . S t. Ann's Head 1300. P.556 in  company.
U i M i T f i f l .  (SCIMITAR 0516A/5 to  N .O .I.C . M ilfo rd  Haven.)

Your 0016A/4. A rr iv ed .
(N .O .I.C . M eth il 0556/5.)

S a iled  P.311 escorted  "by CUTTY SARK. E .T .A . 
P o rt H .H.Z. 1730/7.
(C . in  C. Plymouth 1031A/5.)

You are requ ired  f o r  fu r th e r  con su lta tion .
(2 )  Request you w i l l  s a i l  in  LONDON fo r  Scapa 
tomorrow.
(3 )  SUFFOLK s a i l  from Scapa 6th November fo r  
H v a lfjo rd .
(C . in C .  H.F. 1129A/5 to  C .S . l . )

C. in  C. H.F. 1129A/5. In tend s a i l in g  in  LONDON on 
com pletion  o f  ex erc ises  at 2100A/6 routed through Reykjanes 

passage and 058° 44' N. (?081 °) 33' W. E .T .A . Scapa 1115A/8. 
Request a ir  e s co r t .

(C .S . l  1603A/5 to C. in  C. H .F .)
SUFFOLK proceed in  accordance w ith  my 1129/5 to  H va lfjo rd . 

2. Route through 058° 45' N. 007° 15' W. to  Reykjanes Passage. 
A .C .I.C . i s  requested to  s ig n a l any sp ec ia l in s tru c tion s  regard
in g  swept channel.

(C . in  C. H.F. 1626A/5 to  SUFFOLK.)

SCOTT.

P.311.

LONDON,
SUFFOLK.

TRIBUNE. Estim ate TRIBUNE noon p o s it io n  044° 04' N. 012° 
09' V/. TRIBUNE is  to  remain in  th is  v i c in i t y  
u n t i l  dark ton igh t and then proceed on passage 

as p rev iou s ly  ordered. Estim ate TRIBUNE passing 04o 01 N.
0100/6 . , . ,
(F .O .S . 1129A/5 and 1409A/5 to  S/Ms.)

NEWFOUNDLAND. R eference S. o f  S .T. 2009/3. S a iled  H osp ita l
ship NEWFOUNDLAND from Loch Na Keal a t 0900/5^ 
routed in  accordance w ith  A.M. 1659/2. ^ .T .A
G ib ra lta r  11th November. S.O.A. 13 knots. 
(N .O .I.C . Oban 1214A/5.)

/SCIMITAR
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Movements - contd.
SCIMITAR.
P.S5!p.

A-y/
C. in C. W.A. 0912A/3. Escort completed. 
Returning to Londonderry. E.T.A. Lough Foyle 
0830A/6.
(SCIMITAR 1301/5 to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

NIMBLE. Request H.M. Rescue Tug NIMBLE he sailed for
Milford Haven to arrive a.m. 8th November for 
onward routeing to Gibraltar.
(C.C.R.T. 1405A/5 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

TROOPER,
P.312.
P.216.

Sailed^APRICIEUSE escorting TROOPER, P.312, 
P.216 in accordance with Capt. (s)3’s 1217A/4. 
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 1414A/5.)

SEVERN, My 1159A/3. Delayed 24 hours.
*SABRE. (Capt. S.3 1710A/5 to F.O.A.)
* 1 ^ 4 / u . u i  Lf i—  W ” -p-> * £  ■

MUSKETEER. Position 60° 47’ N. 12° 30’ W.
(MUSKETEER 1900A/5.)

AZALEA. 1. When ready for sea about 8th November AZALEA
is to be sailed as required by C. in C. W.A.
2. C. in C. Y/.A. is requested to arrange for her 
to rejoin F.O.C.N.A. Command as convenient. 
(D.O.D. (H.) 1933A/5 to F.O.I.C. Cardiff.)

KENT. KENT sail«K from Bar Light vessel 1200A/7 for 
Scapa to work up,is available for aircraft 
practice on passage. If exercise desired request 
C.O. Machrihanish arrange direct with KENT and 
inform me of intentions. Speed on passage 
24 knots.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 2216A/5 to Machrihanish, 
R.N.A.S.)

Operations.
Operation Sailed from Sullom Voe CHIDDINGFOLD, LEDBURY,
S.E. MIDDLETON.(N.O.I.C. Lerwick 0015A/5 to A.C.O.S.)

2 Whitleys R/V with you 0800 for co-operation. 
Hudsons flying new Flora patrols 5 and 6 throughout daylight 5th. 
Whitleys 15 new Floras 7 and 8 during daylight 5th. Details of

(C. in C. Rosyth 0340A/5 to CHIDDINGFOLD, LEDBURY, MIDDLETON) 
(A) 060° 46' N. 002° 43’ W. 243° five hours. (B) 1830/5th.

(C) Nil. If not in contact or no further orders received, 
abandon search at 0430/6th and return to Sullom Voe. Trawler 
lines T.R.four, four A, five, five A manned tonight.

(c! in C. Rosyth 1124A/5 to CHIDDINGFOLD.)

/Patrols • • •
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Operations - contd.
Patrols. My 1100A/4. "Device" returned 0718/5.

(F.O.I.C. Portland 0732/5.)
Your 1449/4. "Sapper II" arrived Dartmouth.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 0906/5 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

— £M-.T.Bs 55 (S.O) 54 and 56 proceed to patrol near 50° 20' N. 
0° 10' W. passing E.A.5 huoy at 1830/5 and 0730/6.
2. Codeword "Advent".
3. Return to St. Helens if v/eather is unsuitable.
4. Two Chasseurs patrolling near E.A. 5 buoy.

->5. M.Ls 246 and 303 patrolling 50° 20' N. between 1° 55’ W. 
and 2° 10' W.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1258A/5 and 1534A/5.)
M.L. Patrol tonight. 2. Forces employed M.Ls 153 (S.O) 491

3. Patrol. 7 miles 065° and 245° position 130° Start 20 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E.Boats.
5. - Information. Own. Combined operations craft will pass
Portland Bill to westward from approximately 0300/6 onwards, 
landing at Bridport at daylight. FERNIE patrolling to southward 
as cover. Enemy E-boats may work from either Guernsey or 
Cherbourg. /6. Execution. Proceed at 1715/5 to patrol. Leave patrol at 
daylight 6th November and return to Dartmouth.
7. Codeword "Sapper".

(C. in C. Plymouth 1319A/5.)
.... v H.T.BS 55, 54, 56 patrolling 30 miles south of Brighton
passing E.A. buoy at 1830/5 and 0730/6. 2 Chasseurs patrolling

-near E.A. 5 buoy. -— pJI.Ls 246 and 303 patrolling South of Anvil
Point. , / \(C. in C. Portsmouth 1441A/5 and 1705A/5.)
____ a i . intend M.Ls 303 (S.O) and 246 to patrol on lat 50 20 N
between 1° 35’ W. and 2° 10’ W. tonight, leaving Weymouth 1930 
and leaving patrol line at dawn. Codeword "Device".

(F.O.I.C. Portland 1625A/5.)
Your 1319/5. "Sapper" sailed.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1732/5 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
M.Ls 450 and 220 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and North East Spit buoys, E.T.D. 0745/6. M.Ls 139 and 141
near C one buoy. no>1_ A/_x(V.A. Dover 1734A/5 and 1847A/5)

UNBEATEN
Patrol.

UNBEATEN in Zones K.501 and K.505. 
(F.O.S. 2056A/5 to Admty.)

Wreck
clearance.

Intend sailing M.L.224 at 0900 tomorrow to 
commence operations on MARIA ROSA wreck, weather 
permitting. Request fighter protection. 
(F.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 1441A/5.)
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Enemy
Merchant ship 
"bombed.

Allied Air Activity.

1 Medium sized enemy Merchant Vessel in 44° 20' N. 
13° 15’ W, course 090° 8 knots.
(A/C 5 T.B. Duty K. 1010/5 to 19 Group.)
Have attacked enemy "Tim”, result near miss.
(A/C 5 T B  Duty K. 1020A/5 to 19 Group.)

A/C practice 
with KENT.

KENT, sailing from Bar Light Vessel 1200A/7 for 
Scapa to work up, is available for aircraft 
practice on passage. Request C.O. at Streton

fa. /5S , arrange direct with KENT and inform me of 
intentions. Speed on passage 24 knots.
(P.O.I.O. Liverpool 1108A/5 to R.A. N.A.S.) 

Request you pass your 1108/5, to Machrinhanish. No T.B.R. 
Squadrons are at present at Stretton.

(R.A. N.A.S. 1911A/5 to N.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

Unknown
ship
bombed.

Intercepted 1304 G.M.T. de (undecypherable) to 
Nordeick. Bombed by A / C  in 43° 59' N. 126 12’ W. 
(Portishead Radio 1404/5 to Admty.)

Task 1. A.C. 492 5/11. Your W. 7 2/11. Was Task one 
attempted and with what result.
(H.Q.C.C. 1625A/5 to H.Q. R.A.P. Iceland.)

Russian
Recognition
Signals.

Russians are evidently using a system of recog
nition over the land different from A.S.R.S.5. 
Example. In view of obvious difficulties, 
request you will make every endeavour to persuade 
Russian authorities to adopt A.S.R.S.5 universally 
over land.
(D.S.D. 1846A/5 to Ad. Miles.)

Mining.

Operation
Q.U.l.

i
Q.U.l completed.
A. Area enclosed by lines joining 052° 29’ 12" N. 
004° 29’ 06" E., 052° 27* 30" N. 004° 29’ 06" E. 
052° 27f 30" N. 004° 27' 48" E, 052° 291 12" N. 
004° 27' 48" E. B. M.Ls 100, 105, 110.
C. November 5th at 0115.
(BEEHIVE 1023A/5 to Admty.)

Portsmouth.
M.M.S. 205 
damaged.

One ground mine detonated by M.M.S.205 at 1027/4 
in 123° Nab Tower 10 - 15 miles. Details.
Seams of M.M.S. 205, slightly opened and beams 
cracked in engine room.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1305A/5 to Admty.)

/Explosions ...
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Explosions.
Mining - contd.
6 explosions 59° 
(K.58 1350A/5 to

54’ N. 07° 49' W. 
18 Group.)

Coastal
sweeps.

Intend to sail BRECON CASTLE and BILSDEAN at 
0730/6 sweeping "Slave IVM to Plymouth and 
DORINDA and LOCH BUIE at 0830/6 sweeping 
"Ounce IV" to Exmouth.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1549/5.)

Bay of 
Biscay.

Enemy Intelligence.
P.C. of 4 enenty ships about 800 tons no markings, 
TVHA 1151, (undecypherable) 270°, 20 knots.1  v i m  1 1 0 1  j   ̂ a u u  9 x u i u

(Duty B, 502 Sqdn. 0910/5 to 19 Group.) 
Aircraft report four enemy Units 800 tons in

044° 11* N. 006° 08' W. at 0910A/5, course 270°, speed 20 knots. 
These ships may possibly be escort proceeding to meet incoming 
Blockade-runner.

(P.O.S. 1016A/5 to S/Ms.)
My 1016/5. Aircraft report one merchant ship up to 

10,000 tons in 044° 20’,013° 15’, course 090°, speed 8 knots 
at 1010A/5.

(P.O.S. 1036A/5 to S.O. 3rd Sub. Flotilla.)
One enemy merchant vessel in 44° 40’ N. (?longitude), 

course 060°, speed 14.
(A/C 10 0 T U 1455/5 to 19 Group.)

TIRPITZ, P.R.U. Trondheim p.m. 5th November shows TIRPITZ
7 .     _  -i -i_   l  v. c n T m r m  •   nz O  r z r z l  t,t  t  a  O a  rr |  r n

At 0504C/5 U-Boat sighted in 69° 48' N. 36° 00* E.
See Shipping.

Inconclusive D/F bearings at 1121/5 G.M.T. indicate U-Boat 
in about 50° 00’ N. 26° 00’ W.

SCHEER. in usual berth. SCHEER in 63° 33’ N. 10° 45' E, 
stationary and heading west.
(D.D.I.C. 1758A/5.)

U-Boats.
U-Boats
reported.

Am over enemy S/M in 58° 30’ N. 32° 52’ W.
When first sighted was on surface, now observed 
to submerge on course 350° speed 10 knots.
(A/C N I U Duty H. 084QN/5 to 15 Group.)

^ Q # i? JLeeT/ JL O U ty  u uu
Inconclusive D/F at 141l/5 G.M.T. suggest U/B iin vicinity

of 49° 30' N. 26° 30' W.(D.D.I.C. 1610B/5 to Escorts K.M.F.2.)Furtner d/f at xoao/ o u-.n.T. indicate U-boat
------------------ ht O « 0  W T’ h ' i s  ITIflV bThis may be

/By D/F ....
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U-Boats 
reported 
(contd.)

U-Boats.
By D/F at 1811Z/5 U-Boat estimated to he 
anywhere within 45 miles of 60° 30’ N. 20° 00* W. 
(D.D.I.C. 2218A/5 to A.G.I.O.)

U-Boats Am over enemy submarine in 67° 35' N. 18° 30' W.
attacked. Enemy on surface.

(A/C 6 L F H 1122N/5 to 15 Group.)
Have attacked enemy with depth charges and 
estimate (?9) hits.
(A/C 6 L F H 1128N/5 to 15 Group.)

Am over enemy submarine in 58° 08* N. 33° 13' W. Enemy 
was on surface when first sighted on course 080°, estimated 
speed 12 knots. Have attacked enemy with depth charges.

(A/C N I U H 1224/5 to 15 Group.)
Am over eneiiy submarine in 58° 05’ N. 32° 57' W. Enemy 

on surface and observed to submerge, course 080°, speed 10 
knots. Have attacked with depth charges.

(A/C 1501N/5 to 19 Group.)

Clyde.
Navigational.
My 1233A/4. River Clyde now open to traffic. 
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow 1043/5.)

Casualties and Defects.
SABRE. At about 1930A/4 SABRE amdH.28 in collision in

•JtH.28. Approaches to Lough Foyle. Ships locked
v, , . . together, bow of H.28 entering forward lower

u-*,**-^* mess decks of SABRE. H.28 not making water.
No casualties. FOWEY and 2 harbour tugs standing by. Efforts 
to part ships at present unsuccessful. Rescue tug SCHELDE E.T.A. 
0800A/5.

(Gdre. Londonderry 0126A/5.)
My 0126A/5. SABRE and H.28 parted at 0153A/5. Proceeding 

harbour escorted by FOYffiY and KIRKELLA respectively.
(Cdre. Londonderry 0229A/5.)

STENTOR E.T.A. 1200/6. Details.
survivors. (RAMSEY 1035A/5 to N.O.I.C. Liverpool.)If considered desirable land survivors at 

Milford Haven.
(C. in C. W.A. 1045A/5 to RAMSEY.)Your 1040A/5. Propose carrying on to Liverpool. 
(RAMSEY 1134A/5 to C. in C. W.A.)

KITCHENER. Intend sailing KITCHENER to arrive Bar Light 
Vessel at 0800a/6. Admiralty 2050A/4 refers.
KITCHENER will only fuel to 50)6 capacity owing 
to leaky tanks.
(Cdre. Londonderry 1056A/5.)

/H.28 ...
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H. 28 »
V-w4_ JfcWt

Casualties and Defects - contd.
An external examination has been made and 
reveals the following damage to H.28. Details. 
Ship is seaworthy and capable of steaming at 
6 knots. Intend sailing her escorted to 
Clyde p.m. tomorrow after Board of Inquiry. 
(Cdre. Londonderry 1801A/5 to Admty.)

INVERCLYDE. Board of Inquiry re loss of H.M.T. INVERCLYDE is 
being held on November 10th. It would appear 
from first report of Skipper and condition of 
accompanying Trawlers which were repaired at 
Newhaven that the loss may have been due to 
faults in reconstruction of Trawler.
(N.O.I.C. Newhaven 1802A/5 to Admty.)

P.556.
/Stf \ 1 5 1.

Arrived P.556.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1831A/5.)

NICOLlNE.
PAXIDANE.

Your 0950/3. Both NICOLENE and PAXIDANE were 
specially selected being new ships. Since 
leaving Humber where they were refitted for 
2 months they have been delayed by defects at 
Montrose, Aberdeen and Buckie. Request early 
investigation giving your views on general cause 
of trouble.
(D.S.V.P. 1834A/5 to A.C.O.S.)

X.3. X.3 has sustained damage to machinery and 
equipment due to being flooded internally with 
salt water. Request she may be taken in hand 
for repair Portsmouth dockyard on completion of 
X.4. Subject to approval arrangements will be 
made for X.3 to be transported to Portsmouth by 
rail from Faslane Bay when X.4 arrives at latter
Ol clCG •
(P.O.S. 1844A/5 to Admty.)

&7fc /v7d R
messsme.
(Torpedoed 
2?th Oct.) 
C i . L - l  I*')

//3./XI
Your 1515/5. Are you acjang in accordance 
with C. in C. W.A. 1443/4. If not report 
intentions.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1851A/5 to WOODRUFF.) 
Your 1851A/5. Yes.
(WOODRUFF 1905Z/5 to C. in C. Plymouth.) 
Indicate P.C.S. .
(C. in C. Plymouth 2207A/5 to WOODRUFF.) 
Your 2207a/5. 049° 36’ N. 008° 36* W, 78°, 
14 knots at 2200Z.
(WOODRUFF 2205Z/5 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
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Shipping and Convoys.
Operation
F.B.

/ ''ust rescue operations as follows:-
One trawler with air co-operation as in 

A.M. 1545/3 and for survivors of WILLIAM CLARK, 
(b) One trawler to patrol vicinity of 77° N.

00° 01’ E. keeping clear of submarine areas until last ship is 
estimated to have passed South Cape.
(c) One trawler to reinforce (a) or (b) as circumstances require. 

(A.C.N.S. (H.) 0020A/5 to A.C.I.C. (R) ST. ELSTAN, CAPE 
PALLISER, NORTHERN PRIDE.)
A.M. 0020A/5. (l) ST. ELSTAN comply with para A.

(2) CAPE PALLISER comply with para B. Estimate last ship will 
pass South Cape by 0005/9.
(3) Reference para C. NORTHERN PRIDE to reinforce nearest 
position unless circumstances reauire otherwise.

(A.C.I.C. 0510A/5.)
My 0510A/5. Para (l) Expect Norwegian Catalina in 070°

10' N. 012° 59* W. about 1245A/5. Aircraft using convoy H/F
(A.C.I.C. 0615A/5 to ST. ELSTAN.)
At 0504C/5th U-boat sighted in 069° 48* N. 036° 00’ E. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 0952A/5 to CAPE MARIATO, CAPE ARGONA, 
ST. KENAN, M.F.6.)
Details of complement of each merchant ship.
(A.C.I.C. 1305A/5) See Lion Copy.
Aircraft reports one lifeboat and crew in 070° 41’ N. 011° 

40* W. at 1625A. Proceed to assist.
(A.C.I.C. 1801A/5 to ST. ELSTAN.)
My 1801/5. 2nd lifeboat and crew in 071° 08’ N. 011° 28’ W. 
(A.C.I.C. 1845A/5 to ST. ELSTAN (R) NORTHERN PRIDE.) 
Positions of submarines at 0800A/6 and movements for 

following 24 hours. (A) TUNA vicinity 75° 30’ N. 14° 10* E.
(B) 0.15 vicinity 75° 02' N. 08° 08’ E.

(F.O.S. 2056A/5 to Admty.)

0.N.143, Inform Commodore BRITISH FAITH is returning to
BRITISH Clyde.

FAITH. (C. in C. W.A. 0041A/5 to Escorts 0.N.143.)

K.M.S.3. TAWALI now at Greenock should sail in K.M.S.3.

required to escort one tanker to R/V with K.M.S.3 as ordered 
by N.O.I.C. Greenock.

(C. in C. W.A. 1456A/5 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry.)
N.O.I.C. Greenock 1254/5.

(1) BLACK SWAN, LA MALOUINE, MALLOW, WEYBURN are to proceed 
direct to Greenock.
(2) Remaining ships named in my 2248/4 paragraph (l) are to 
arrive Greenock p.m. 6th.

(C. in C. W.A. 1715A/5.)My 1558A/4. Fog has again prevented ships from sailing. 
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 1738A/5 to Admty.)

waves.

TAWALI. (D.S.T. 0302A/5.)
My 2248/4. Sail VIRGINIA to Loch Ewe to arrive 
not later than A.M.7th. VIRGINIA will be

/A.M. 1750/3 ...
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Addressed: Admiralty rooeated C.in C.Home Fleet, S.B.N.O. North Russia S.B.N.O.Archangel.

465. Operation F B. Your 1310 18th August.

ship.

EMPIREGALLIARD
EMPIREGILBERT• MC P U ® -
LEIGH
EMPIRESCOTT
EMPIRESKY
JOHN

HUGHWILLIAM

CLARK
JOHN H. LATROBE
RICH,’-ED

A B C D E

11 36 21 Nil 67

11 37 19 Nil 67

11 29 18 Nil 58

11 36 24 Nil 71

11 31 18 Nil 60
13 28 25 Nil 66

9
N

31 24 Nil 64
■ * ,

8 33 30 Nil 71

9 31 25 Nil 65

llapprox. 28 approx. ' . Nil 64
1505A/5,

Advance copy D.C, D.O.D.(H) D.T^P* 
j. Re details of complement of each merchant ship sailing 

in PQ and Q P Convoys.
D.N.I.C4;
d It .’diIm ! 
fcoPS’TD.P.S.Hd.of C.W.

Hd.of N. 
Hd. of M, 
I.P.(2)
W.D.___

JR.
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Shipping and Convoys
R/V to remain as inK.M.S.3. A.M. 1750/3. Cancel para 7.

TAWALI. A.M. 2303/1 para 1.
(contd.) 2. If due to weather conditions Liverpool ships

cannot he sailed in time to attend conference in 
Clyde, P.O.I.C. Liverpool is requested to sail them 
direct to the R/V off Skerrymore.
(D.O.D. H. 1959A/5.)

Intend sailing CARNATION, LUNENBURG 0930A/6 for Greenock in 
accordance with C. in C. W.A. 1715A/5. E.T.A. Cumhraes 0030A/7. 
LUNENBURG is not to sail until Officers mentioned in NIOBE 
1659A/5 have arrived.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 2302A/5 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

W.S.24. Your 1350/3. Draughts of ships in convoy W.S.24
at first port of call are as follows. Details.
2. To allow for trim maximum and minimum draughts 

may he up to three feet greater or less respectively than the 
mean draughts in each case.
3. Pull draughts of H.M. ships are as follows. Details.
4. Confirmed Admiralty type fuel oil suitable.
(D.S.T. 0503a/5 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

S.L.G.125. My 1909A/4. Ships for Oban are to he ordered to 
proceed to Loch Ewe independently from 8° W.
(C. in C. W.A. 0959A/5 to SWEET-BRIAR.)

Q.P.15. My 0937/3. Fuel will he supplied.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1445A/5 to C. in C. H.P. ) 

Following numbers relate to merchant ships now in Archangel 
with their adjusted speeds.
'A) 11 knots and above 8.
(BJ 10 knots 14.
’c) 9^ knots 4 including Cam ships. 
kD) 9 knots 6.
2) Is it still intended to sail 9 fast ships independently after 

sailing of Q.P.15. If so, then Q.P.15 would consist of 20 ships 
plus COPELAND with speed of advance 9 knots, leaving 3 slow ships 
to he retained for Kola Inlet before verge is frozen.
(3) If not, convoy will consist of 20 ships plus COPELAND with 
speed of advance of 9-g- knots on account of inclusion of Cam ships, 
leaving 12 ships to he despatched.
(4) Your 1957/4. Ships hound from Belosha Bay to Iceland if not 
sailed or ordered to return will have to proceed to Archangel or 
Kola on account of ice.

(S.B.N.O. Archangel 1510A/5 to Admty.)Position 2000 tonight. FAULKNOR, ECHO, IMPULSIVE 059 
05' N. 003° 50’ W. East of Faroes to Seidisfjord.

(F.O.C. O.S. 1528A/5.)

/Atlantic • • •
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Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Recent heavy losses in convoy in the Atlantic 
emphasise the urgent need for a supporting force 
capable of operating in threatened areas.
2. Consider it most desirable that two such forces 
should be made available, so that one could always 
be at sea, but one supporting force would be much 
better than none.

3. It is not considered that scratch forces should be raised by 
weakening the present groups.
4. Following alternatives are put forward for urgent consider
ation: (A) Provide two supporting forces by return of B.5 and 
release of one of the eleven mid-Ocean Groups. Cycle to be 
maintained at eight days. Present lay over of from eight to 
thirteen days is considered excessive. (B) Provide one supporting 
force by one of the above expedients.
5. It is assumed that the provision of supporting forces by 
further opening of the cycle is not acceptable.
(C. in C. W.A. 1545A/5 to Admty.)

Clyde. A.M. 1232A/29/9 and A.M. 1952A/29/9 are cancelled.
Loch na Keal. Vessels for which there is no room at Clyde 
ARISTOCRAT. anchorages are to be berthed temporarily in the 

Lismore Convoy Anchorage.
2. M/S and A/S vessels at Loch na Keal are to be 

returned to the ports whence they came, A/A vessel ARISTOCRAT 
is to be returned to Clyde and R.N.O. personnel and stores at 
Loch na Keal are to be withdrawn.
(D.T.D. 1606A/5 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.

Atlantic
Convoys.
Proposed
Supporting
Forces.

K.M.F.2. A. We believe K.M.F.2 is being shadowed by U-boats.
B. We cannot provide any additional escorts from 
U.K. nor from any convoys on passage.
C. Request you will consider whether additional 
escorts to meet K.M.F.2 can be sent from your end. 
(1st S.L. 1832A/5 to N.C.X.F. 46.)

/ iV T . A  >/• t f .REGINA. Your 1419/31. Request REGINA may be sailed with
S.C.108 or H.X.214 or independently if not ready 
till later.
(C. in C. W.A. 2207A/5 to F.O.N.F.)
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North Atlantic.
U/B near D/F bearings on 4540 k/b^ at 2200Z indicate
K.M.F.2. U-Boat within 60 miles of 51° 30* N. 26° W.

(D,D.I.C., 0005a/ 5 to Escorts of K.M.F.2, (r ) 
C. in C. W.A., F.O.C.N.A. , Cominch, N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa, H.Q.C.C., C.T.G. 24.7.)

Proceed best speed to Bathurst, reporting E.T.A. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0016A/5 to HOLCOMBE, (R) Admty.,
(? Destroyers Med. Fleet), R.A.W.A., N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst.)

COLTSFOOT arrived Ponta Delgada 0930 G.M.T. 5th. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 0940/5.)
COLTSFOOT left Ponta Delgada 1530 G.M.T. 5th. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 1340/5.)

Your 2050Z/4. BRITISH LADY is fitted with 
buoyant hose. Fuel them at sea or else detach 
them with oiler in company to find lee at Lisbon 
Lagos (Port) or Madeira. Weather is unlikely 
to improve.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1014A/5 to LONDONDERRY, Admty.,
C. in C. W.A., CLEVELAND, ROCHESTER, ESKDALE,
ALBRIGHTON. ) .,j,u _ ̂  J

Your 183l/4th. Catalina call sign TV5K is 
carrying out search for you today.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1036A/5 to COWSLIP, (R) Admty.,
C. in C. W.A., LEYLAND.)
Report P.C. and S. if not in company.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1517A/5 to LEYLAND, JAUNTY, (R) 
COWSLIP, Admty.)

(1) SILVERWILLOW now dangerously listing. Engine room and No. 2 
hold flooding. Tug and escort arrived late. Decided to abandon 
at 1300Z. Light armament dismantled and wireless apparatus 
destroyed.
(2) JAUNTY and LEYLAND met 1525Z and standing by in 034° 07’ N. 
014° 39’ W. with ALASKA. Consider inadvisable to put E.R.A. 
aboard SILVERWILLOW and request authority to retain for passage 
in KETA,
(3) Am proceeding given course 77® speed 7 knots E.T.A. 1300Z/8.
(4) If possible tug intends towing at daylight 6th.
(5) ALASKA makes IS inches water per hour but has it tinder 
control at present.
(COWSLIP, 2000Z/5 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Bag V.A. Malta’s 1601/4. Malta has acknowledged
S.D.9999. bag S.D.9999 containing these books and has

been instructed to open the bag.
(D.S.D., 1137A/5 to N.C.X.F.37, (R) V.A. Malta,
C. in C. Med. 702 (B.l.))

HOLCOMBE.
a

COLTSFOOT.

K.M.S. 2 - 
fuelling 
" Hunts".

COWSLIP, 
SILVERWILLOW, 
JAUNTY, 
LEYLAND-, 
ALASKA, KETA.

/RICHELIEU •  •  •
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RICHELIEU, 
ships at 
Dakar.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Gontd.

Your 0845/5. Following is repetition of my 
0001/5* begins: Addressed Admty. 28 from N.G.X.F, 
Most Secret. Photographic R/C Dakar at 1620/3 
shows RICHELIEU with fourth gun in B turret
apparently in position, three 6-inch cruisers, 

two large destroyers, eight submarines.
(2) Admiralty recypher and pass to W.N.T.F.
(Gib. C.G.O., 1155A/5 to Admty.) *Received undecypherable.

STURGEON. My 1624/4th (1642/4 intended?). Convoy due 
position 035“ 56’ 006° 17’ at 1130A/5th will
follow you through Straits.

You are to instantly (? be) ready to identify yourself should 
you sight own surface forces and you are not to dive if these 
forces are in sight.
Should you encounter own forces by night you should turn away, 
identify yourself and remain on surface.
(Capt. (S) 8, 1204A/5 to STURGEON, (r ) P.O.C.N.A.)

Blockade
runner
and escorts.

At 0910/5 A/C sighted 4 enemy vessels believed 
to be T.Bs in 44° 11' N. 06° 09' W. course 270° 
20 knots.
At 1010/5 another A/C sighted presumed blockade 
runner in 44u 20’ N. 13° 15' W. course 090° 8

knots. Enemy vessel may have been damaged by near miss. 
(D.D.I.C. , 1207a / 5 to P.O.G.N.A. , (R) H.Q.C.C., F.O.S. )

P.R.U. of 
Italian 
ports.

V.A. Malta, 1304A/5 to N.C.X.F. 
See Mediterranean.

CALPE, 
FARNDALE, 
13th F.M/S.F.

Your 1257A/2nd*not passed to CALPE, FARNDALE 
13th Fleet Minesweeping Flotilla who have sailed. 
(N.C.X.F., 1341A/5 to N.C.C.N.T.F.)
*(N.T. in W.R.)

CLYDE. Your 2210/4th not to N.C.X.F.
Approved to sail CLYDE for Gibraltar and U.K. 
as ordered by N.C.X.F.
(A.C.N.S.(F), 1345A/5 to V.A. Malta, N.C.X.F.40, 
(R) C. in C. Med., F.O.S., F.O.C.N.A., Capt. S.l, 
Capt. S.8.)

TRIBUNE.
^  1 Zh-

F.O.(S) 1129. Pass 043° 01' 012° 10’ W. at 
0100A/6th and then proceed as in F.O.C.N.A. 
1318/3rd pass Cape St. Vincent at 1800A/7th and 
035° 59' 006° 01' at 1000A/8th. S. of A. 10 
knots.
(Capt. (S) 8, 1404A/5 to TRIBUNE, (R) Admty., 
F.O.(S), F.O.C.N.A., N.C.X.F.)

/Arrivals • • •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Arrivals. Arrival ARGONAUT, TARTAR, MARTIN, ASHANTI,

PARTRIDGE, QUIBKRON, QUENTIN, QUALITY, MILNE, 
ESKIMO, PATHFINDER, METEOR.
(S.O.(I) Gibraltar, 1423A/5.)

Bombing My 1630/3rd. Add 4 hours to all times,
restrictions. (Capt. (S) 8, 1444A/5 to Admty., H.Q.C.C., 

(R) F.O.(S), F.O.C.N.A.)

Situation Area "YM . Situation l955A/5th.
Report. (1) K.M.S.2 LONDONDERRY, CLEVELAND, ESKDALE,

ALBRIGHTON, 5 Sloops, 2 Cutters, 3 Corvettes (e) 
36.05 20.48 88, 6. 4*.

(2) NORFOLK, (? CUMBERLAND) cruising North and East of* 35.01 
(?24).01, 16*.
(3) ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI left Ponta Delgada 1930A/4th northbound 12
(4) K.M.F.2 PELICAN, 3 Sloops, 2 Cutters 48.01 26.21, 174, ll£. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1454A/5 to N.A. Station.)

ARRAN,
.* GRYFEVALE, 
BURDOCK.

ARRAN will part company from GRYFEVALE at 
position (L) GRYFEVALE continuing along route 
unescorted.
(2) You are to proceed along reciprocal route 
rendezvousing as early as possible. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1502A/5 to BURDOCK, (r ) Admty., 
R.A.W.A., ARRAN.)

P.217, (l) P.217 is to proceed to waiting nosition in
P. 51. vicinity of 043° 01' 005° 01* E.

(2) P.51 is to patrol in area A.
(Capt. (S) 8, 1836A/5 to 8th S/M.F.)

Admiralty recipher and retransmit* to T.G. 34.11 
via British broadcast schedules.
Inactivity entire area one good D/F 2Q27Z/4 
locality 36° N. 18.15 W. during past 24 hours.
U/B areas and number of U/Bs this estimate only 
approx. 9 patrolling Casablanca to Cape St.

Vincent. 8 Canary Islands to Azores. 3 North Cape Verde Islands.
4 vicinity Dakar. 3 patrolling along 40 N. between 16 W. and 
24 W. 3 Northbound 13 N. 22 W., 17 N. 22 W., 31 N. 23 W.
5 Southbound off Portugal. No information on Italians or 
refuelling subs.
Atlantic coast Morocco weather forecast. Overcast with rain 
improving early Friday with showers. S.W. wind 22 knots 
occasional squalls veering to Nly. and diminishing Friday. 
Visibility 4 miles improving with clearing. Sea very rough 
gradually improving. Swell N.W. heavy some decrease late 
Friday. Azores 0000Z Thursday swell average moderate N.E. 4 
to 5 feet slowly decreasing period 8 seconds. Sea slight to 
moderate. N.W. gales from Baffin Bay S.E. to lat. 40 will 
cause increase in swell height on 48 hours.
(Cominch, 1940/5 to Admty.)
* Passing action being taken by W.R.

Special U/B 
estimate and 
weather 
forecast.

/Force Q • • •
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Force Q. Your 1056/4th.

(A) a.m. Friday 13th if cruiser can fuel destroyer.
(B) If fuelling impossible destroyer a.m.

Wednesday 11th cruiser p.m. Thursday 12th. Based on 14 knots 
with destroyer 18 knots without destroyer. In the case of (B) 
destroyer parts company a.m. Monday 9th.
2. Have no Q.K.A. messages between 58 and 73 and no Q.K. messages.
3. P.C• and S. 2000Z/ 037° 14’ N. 022° 02’ W. 040° 13 knots. 
Following is a weather report 6772 1885.
(S.O. Force Q, 2113A/5 to N.C.X.F., (R) F.O.C.N.A., C. in C. H.F.)

?COREOPSIS. Local defence plot suggests you are too far to 
southward. You should be on route A TON 1 
Appendix 4. Adhere closely to route orders. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 2208A/5 to (? H.M.S. COREOPSIS), 
(R) 10th C.S. )

Operation 
’’Crupper” .

f i x  m.  / 7 * .  •)

Pass following message to ARDEOLA, TADORNA and 
GLENFINLAS, when you (? stand by) K.M.S.A. 1 
begins: Operation ’’Crupper” , enclosure A amend
para. 2, position (A) to read 37.12 N. 03.00 E. 
When detached by Cdre, of convoy at 1730/7th 

TADORNA and ARDEOLA should proceed at 10 knots direct to 
position (A), ends. T.0.0. 2258A/5th.
(N.C.X.F., 2300A/5 to ALGERINE, S.O. Force H, N.O.I.C. Gibraltar.)

Oran Repetition of N.C.X.F. 2337A/4.
defences. (N.C.X.F., 2337Z/5 to C.N.T.F., (r ) S.O. Force H,

R.A.(A) H.F., FORMIDABLE, ARGUS.)

South Atlantic.
CORINTHIAN. (l) Circumstances have necessitated cancellation 

*- /5 /)0 of arrangements given in my 1307/lst.
(2) Now intend CORINTHIAN to proceed Pointe Noire 

and thence direct to Rio de Janeiro, arriving about 1st December. 
(3) A.N.A. Rio de Janeiro is requested to ask Brazilian 
authorities if date acceptable for docking CORINTHIAN.
(R.A.W.A., 0111Z/5 to Assistant N.A. Rio de Janeiro, Comsolantfor, 
(R) Admty., C. in C. S.A., C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

Fuelling, Provided Portuguese authorities have no objection
Ponta intend H.M. Ships to call at Ponta Delgada to
Delgada. fuel as follows: ARROW, ACTIVE p.m./llth Nov.

.BRIDGEWATER p.m./12th Nov. This is repeated to 
SHROPSHIRE.
(R.A.W.A., 0121Z/5 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada for 
British Consul, (r ) N.A. Lisbon, Admty., F.O.C.N.A.) 
Reply; Admty. 1309/6. /ROSS ...
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ROSS
(torpedoed 
29th October)

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.
(Corrupt) (? 39) (? survivors) ex British ship 
ROSS landed at Capetown. Vessel torpedoed 29th 
October in 038° 51’ S. (? 021°) 40’ E. by 
(? U-Boat). Only casualty Chief Officer 
killed by propeller.
(S.O.I..Capetown, 0706C/5 to Admty., etc.)

? Dakar. P.R.U. 1710Z/4th November.
Only change since my 1435Z/4 (Hush, Most Secret) 
one BOUGAINVILLE sloop departed. Admty. pass

to addressees in my 1435Z/4th.
(R.A.W.A., 0851Z/5 to Admty.)
P.R.U. 0923Z/5th November. No change since my 085iz/5th. 

ELAN sloop off Saingounar Point. Admty. pass to addressees 
of my 2337z/3rd.

(R.A.W.A., 1540Z/5 to Admty.)
My 1540z/5th November. For BOUGAINVILLE read ELAN (corrected).

P.R.U. 1610/5th November. No change. Complete cover. 
Admiralty pass to addressees of my 2337Z/3rd.

(R.A.Y/.A. , 2300Z/5 to Admty.)

MENDOZA. Your 0330/29 for information (? 0338/29 intended 
re request report sailing for Durban of MENDOZA.) 
Regret MENDOZA sunk off Durban 31st October. 
(P.S.T.O. Capetown, 0951C/5 to Admty. for D.S.T.)

ROSS
survivors. Simonstown arrival 4th November ROCKROSE with 

39 survivors ex SS. ROSS.
(C. in C. S.A., 1015C/5 to Admty., etc.)

U/B. B.A.O.C. Aircraft reports sighting U-Boat 140° 
Takoradi 17 miles at 0905/5.
(R.A.W.A., 1142Z/5 to Admty.)

ENGAD EYE, 
W. S. 23.

Arrived (A) (? ENGADINE).
(B) W.S.23 with DURBAN, CARTHAGE, NORMAN, DERWENT, 
CATTERICK, KANAPIS.
(N.O.I.C. Durban, 1143Z/5 to Admty., C. in C.
S.A., C. in C. E.F.)

Signal 
Letters 
of sides 
of M/Vs.

C. in C. E.F's 1421/26th October. Painting 
signal letters on sides of ships. I agree 
entirely with this suggestion.
(C. in C. S.A., 1229C/5 to Admty.)

/LUDLOW • • •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.
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Thursday.

South Atlantic - Contd.

LUDLOW.
target ship

Your 1902/24 and 1805/28. Request ship may "be 
fitted with two motor boats for torpedo 
recovery, torpedo davits each side and stowage 
on deck for 18 torpedoes 18 inch or American.

A minimum fuel limit imposed when these stowages are in use 
will he acceptable. It will be necessary to use ship to assist 
recovery of torpedoes particularly when attacks are made on 
other ships. Tug^ST^DONAGEL has been found unsuitable for 
torpedo recovery and the recovery facilities are otherwise 
limited to fishing boats capable of towing a number of torpedoes 
back to harbour from False Bay only.
(C. in C.S.A. 125UC/5 to Admty), * , _ _  ^  j

Dispositions. EXPRESS searching about position 127°. Gape 
Recife 109 knots (as received),
DRAGON 020° 30' S. 010° 20’ E. to Pointe Noire, 
17.5.

THYME searching in Area 056. 30 S. 037.30 S. 020.E. 025.E.
(G. in C.S.A. 1500C/5 to Area Q).

Arrival p.m./5th, ARRAN escorting GRYFEVALE. 
(N.O.I.C.?Bathurst 1530Z/5 to R.A.West Africa, 
0. in G.S.A. Admty, F.O.C.N.A.).

Your 1902/24 and 1805/28. Request ship may be 
fitted with two motor boats for torpedo recovery 
torpedo davits each side and stowage on deck for 
13 torpedoes 18 inch or American. A minimum fuel 

limit imposed when these stowages are in use will be 
acceptable.
2. It will be necessary to use ship for (corrupt group) recovery 
of torpedoes particularly when attacks are made on other ships. 
Tug ST.DOGMAELST.DONAGEL.? see 1234/5)* has been found 
unsuitable for torpedo recovery and the recovery facilities are 
otherwise limited to fishing boats capable of towing a number of 
toroedoe’S back to harbour from False Bay only._
(0. in G.S.A. 1600C/5 to Admty.(R) R.A.N.A.S. Lee-on-Solent, 
Wingfield, C.S.Simonstown, G. in C.Rosyth, C.E.in G. Eastern 
Fleet). - i.C 'be(,mZu

*  l  */• t * l .  1 __/?*■>-**

W.S.24. Alusna Rio de Janeiro I65O/5. See Admty 1617A/6.

ARRAN.
GRYFEVALE.

/>. u, L .

>  LUDLOW 
refit.

HAI HING. 
(sunk 4th 
Nov).

Norwegian ship HAI HING sunk by U-Boat in 25° 55' 
35° 10* E. at 1600/4th Nov. 42 survivors landed 
Lourenco Marques.(S.O.(I) Capetown 1756C/5 to Admty).

/C.F.7.....•
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

C .F .7 .

South A t la n t ic  -  Contd.

C .P .7  s a i l e d  i+th (5  s h in s . VOLENDAM, ANTENOR, 
MALOJA, SAMARIA, HIGHLAND BRIGADE)
2 . F o llo w in g  s u r v iv o r s  on "board.
P assenger d e t a i l s  in  my code 1 8 ^ 0 /5 .Nov. 
(D .S .T .O .W .A . 1 8 2 5 /5 , t o  Admty f o r  D .S .T . ) .

CORINTHIAN.
V*—  />. f t y

¥
E .T . A. 0 7 0 1 Z /6 th .
(CORINTHIAN 1901Z /5  to  R .A .W .A .(R ) D .1 8 ).

MILFORD.
Ir

E .T .A .P o in te  N oire  w ith  O i le r  OLTENIA li+OO Z. 
Novemher 6 th . A
( MILFORD 1925Z /5  to  R .A.W .A. (R) B .N .L .O .W .A .) .

BENGALI. A r r iv a l  5th  Nov.
(N .O .I .C . Takoradi 1927Z /5  to  Adm ty).

- > HOLCOMBE.
ja t (a 1+.

E .T .A .B a th u rst a.m ./M onday 9th  Nov.
(HOLCOMBE. 1 9 ^ Z /5  to  R.A.V/.A. , N .O .I .C .B a th u r s t , 
(R) F .O .C .N .A , C. in  C. S .A . , Adm ty),

SOUTHERN GEM. D eparture l6 0 0 Z /5 th . SOUTHER* GEM f o r  L agos. 
(N .C .S .O . D uala, 195U/5 t o  Admty e t c ) .

EXPRESS 
s u s p ic io u s  
l i g h t .

In p o s i t io n  138° Cape R e c ife  58 m ile s  at 2030 
s ig h te d  a p p a re n tly  w h ite  Very l i g h t  t o  sou th  
eastw ard .
Search  o f  area  u n s u c c e s s fu l. In ten d  rem aining 
v i c i n i t y  and c o n t in u in g  sea rch  a t d a y lig h t . 
(EXPRESS 21350 /5  t o  C. in  C .S .A . ) .

Movements. A r r iv a l  5th  Nov. MAGNOLIA, ORFAFAY (as  
decyph ered  ? ORFSiY.) escorting*TSTENDERZLA 
and EMPIRE SAND.
(S .O . (I).Freetow n 2222Z /5 t o  Admty e t c ) .

HOLCOMBE
ILEX.

My 22U 7/8th  O ct. ,
HOLCOMBE may remain under o rd ers  o f  R .A .W .A f., 
u n t i l  a r r iv a l  o f  ILEX at Freetown u n le s s  an 
o p p o rtu n ity  f o r  her employment as A /S  e s c o r t  t o

the Gape a r is e s  e a r l i e r .  „ , . „  , . _ . _ 
(D .O .D tp) Approved A .C .N .S .(F ) 2305A/5 to  R .A .W .A f• , (R) 0 . in  0 
M ed.,C . in  O .S .A .,0 .  in  C .E .F .,R .A .D .M e d ).
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Transports.
Mediterranean.
Anticipated arrivals at Port Sudan and Suez. 
(D.S.T. 0150A/5 to P.S.T.O.E.) See Lion Copy.

Movements.

TAKU.

4th, arrivals ̂ ANTWERP, Greek Destroyer^IERAX,
F. S. COMMANDANT DOMINE, TRAVELLER. Departure 
Greek Destroyer IERAX, F.S. COMMANDANT DOMINE,
G. S. PAUL COUNDOURIOTIS, ANTWERP.
(S.O.(l^ Beirut 0247B/5 to Admty. (R) C. in C. Med.) 

**—  //jri.
Elaphonesos Channel may prove fruitful next 24 
hours.
(Capt. S.l. 0453B/5 to TAKU. (R) C. in C. Med.
Capt. S.IO.)

DIDO. My 2359/4th Nov. under arrivals add DIDO. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said 1053B/5.)

U/B
sunk,
30th Oct.

Your 1043Z/31st Oct. T.L. request that you will 
convey their congratulations to ships and aircraft 
responsible for destruction of German U-Boat. 
(D.A./S.W. Approved 1st. S.L. 1055A/5 to 
C. in C. Med.)

Black
Sea.

1 Tuapse no longer used as major base: small craft 
still landing supplies. (?During) past week enemy 
advanced to within port but now driven back about 
7 kilos, where Russian counter attack is held.
2 After capturing Nalchik enemy has been heavily 
bombing Ordzhonikidze.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 1125C/5 to Admty. Adm. Miles. 
N.S.O.(I) Istanbul.)

R/C of P.R.U. Thursday 5th visual (a) Taranto 0715A.
Italian Battleships, six at usual berths, (b) Brindisi
Ports. 0730A. No warships, (c) Navarino 0700A. Three
..  ̂ » cruisers, four destroyers, one possible destroyer

' l half mile north of Pylos. (d) Naples 0630A.
Three 6" (?one or three) 8" cruisers, (e) Messina 0725A. 2 8" 
cruisers, (f) Cagliari 0645A. 6 S/Ms. (g) Palermo 0745A.
1 Regolo Cruiser, 5 destroyers and 1 destroyer off Cape Gallo 
course westerly, (h) Empedocle 0810A. 2 pounder 3 E-Boats.
(V.A. Malta 1304A/5 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. Med. Admty.
F.O.C.N.A.)

C0ETL0G0N.
(French)

Arrival.
(Barcelona 1326/5 to M.W.T.)

Movements. Arrival STORMCENTRE, 0730Z, NUBIAN. 
(Cdre. Aden 1343Z/5 to Admty. etc.)

/Cositrep..
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• - Q150A/5th November,

Addressed: P ,S .T .O , Egypt, Date,' 5 ,11 ,^2 ,
Repeated: A .D .P , Egypt,

G, in  C, M editerranean,
G, in  G, M iddle East,
F ,C ,R, S ,

______ __________________In te r s e rv ic e  X._____________________________________

Prom: D irector o f Sea Transport,

Anticipated  a r r iv a ls  at Port Sudan and Suez from 
a l l  areas are as fa l lo w s •-

A, Represents a r r iv a ls  in  f i r s t  10 days c f month,
B. Second 10 days,
G, Remainder o f month.

Prcrr. Troopsh ips 0 ,1 ,

Stc^e Transports A INGLSTCN, EMPIRE MARLOWS,* EMPIRE ZEPHYR,
ocean Voyager c. port jacks on, kina i i , straat malakka ,
L in ers  rnd co a l and truck  sh ips A* LUCIJANA 3 , TROILUS,
C. MALAYAN PRICE. BIRCHBANK and NURTURETON’ should a r r iv e  B, 
but may bo de layed .

Prom Nor^'b. America, Troopships B , l ,

Linens R. FERNPLANT, WEST KEENE, HARBSRT0N, KELVIN3ANK, HARRY 
LAiVE B . J..h. LUCKENBACH, MARIE BAKKEGEORGE CHAMBERLAIN,
C. EmPIHE SORT HEY, WILLIAM 3. SEWARD, GAPE ROMANO, DEEDANK,
JOHN SEVIER, RUGELEY, GEORGE GALE, PIERRE S, DUPONT, GIDEON 
W ILE ’S. EtWIN M. STANTON, 0 . HENRY.

The fo llo w in g  which we understand have not y e t  
c lea red  South A fr ica n  Ports  may a lso  a rr iv e  C, PANAMAN, TCp -AEI, 
SALTERSGATE, MARINA, GRAIGLAS, ZYPENBERG, DOROTHY LUCKENBACH.

Prcm S. & E. A fr ic a .  Troopships A ,3 3 ,4  0 ,3 , 
iiin e rs  A,2 B ,2 , C o l l ie r s  A ,3* B ,2 ,C ,2 ,

Prom In d ia . Troopships B,5.

L in e rs  and S tore  Transports 10 C o ll ie r s  A . l  B,4 C,5.

Prom Pers ian  G u lf, S tore  Transports 1,

Pron S . Amerioa, Tramp A , l ,

Prom A u s tra lia , L in ers  1,

. I  a D.e ° eRbQ r , A r r iv a ls  include

From U.K, Troopships 2 S tore transports 4 LinerB  and Coal and 
truck ships $,

From N, America, Troopships 2 L in e rs  30*

Prom A us t r a i t s —"Line r s Hn--------- ----------—

md S tore  Transport
3 C o ll ie r s  10.
Prom S„ jabI opsh

Prom M auritius/
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From Mauritius*, Tramp 1.
From In d ia .  Troopsh ips k 
O o iiie ro  /+. v

Sh ips I I „

From North Ane r io s ji  L in e rs  approx, 2 4 ,

I . P . ( 2)w.Dr-D,C.(2)
/idniL , B la k e ,

HMB

P ,S .T .O -B g yp t pass to  M .& .T .R*
" • 0 1 5 Q A / 5 .

fo r  D ire c to r  o f Sea Transport,*
B xtn , 2G23,

, V -  ! V -  / .

H I. of It« (13)
D.D.I.G.
D. of P* 1 D,. of 3,1,
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE

From: C. in C. Middle East.

Cypher

1120 G.M.T./5th Nov. IN 

Date 6.11.42.

Reod: 1145

Addressed: The War O ffic e .

1/63138 cipher 5 Nov. MOST SECRET 290913.

F irs t of  F ive Cipher p a rts .

O ffice rs  Only.

For D.M.I. from A irey.
western Desert revi ew fo r  week ending 1200 .hours 

4. Novenioer.

One. General. Enemy did not attack 29. Oct, being 
apparently not w il l in g  to  present R.A.F. fu rth er ta rge ts  
a ft e r  i t s  very  heavy attacks on tank concentrations on. 
W , O o t .  From that time en em y .a tten tio n fo lly  occupied 
w ith our attacks northwards on nights 28/29 and 30/31 
which cut the road in  area 871305 and b e in g la t e r  . 
extended to the sea surrounded 125 PGR and 7 B ersa g lie r i 
Rest. 21 Armd. Div. and 90 Light employed to ext n e a t  o 
th is  fo rce  on 31 Oct. and 1 Nov. M e a t s  brought up to . 
r e l ie v e  21 Armd. Div. in  area, ?T. .38 866297. Repeated 
attacks by 21 Armd, p iv . and 90 Light Div. p a r t ia l ly  
successful in  r e lie v in g  125 PGR. Dut th is  preoccupation 
w ith extreme north allowed u s i o  regroup forces  xor 
thrust due westwards between 5Q1 ana 297 northmga on 
liieht 1/2 Nov. which reached lin e  o f Ragman track  over- 
ruining^many units and t-sking 1300 to 2000 prisoner^.

avanauiu tuiu uici iulh/o uj. ^  ui.£ “  ~.,k,
losses on both sides but we succeeded holding our 
ground, 3 Nov. signs' o f  in ten tion  to withdraw 
including heavy explosions on whole f r o n t , .presumably from destruction o f  dumps, and packed M.T p n eo a s troa d  
moving, west. Enemy amour and an ti tank guns in  area- 
Alaru Abu Busat 857297 preventing our armour from 
advancing-from sa lien t. in  a ftom oon movement N .l.  
observed on whole fron t south o f  Ruweisat but not on 
large sca le ; Night 3/4 Nov. Bologna ordered move o f f  
N.W? "on fo o t i f  no room**-. 4 .Nov. DAK on lin e  o f
855 easting with 21 north and 15

Second Cipher Part

south o f  300 northing, 90 Light s t i l l  fu rth er north.
On fron t south o f  Ruweisat no enemy.cast o f 872 easting. 
Enemy losses in  equipment. Only n gu res  ava ilab le

so fa r/ ........
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§9;§ct had 05^ § 3Y i . t4RegferJregrSupSd ^ l T * :
removed ?rom line. Comment. Suggests formation la  tprono of remaining guiis and heavy casualties in 1 t

.V iWS ^  i ■Dn c  rponlr l h  T*fiSnfiCfclVQlV.

CM X-J Oil rJ- JL_|W* a.-Hor-oio qf7hTi " l l  in troops but only six present.io lt  formed from 408, 115 and 525 Array 
Irfy1, f t y .a organj.fation,' Three Btys. each of three troops.
I  Bty. composed of one troops 408.
Third Cipher Part

similar v T l &  hows.
S i | s E« 4 t\afein§ / M Ŝ  aS ■

|reusotSl 5. 5*cm’g u n l .^  b t /a ra }“with°lightCmo'untain°hows. 
p'Or\ p(af-0Q fjnit has two squanrons numbered 2 and 3.

a u u  £7 '- 'A  VJ JUIIA ^  ------------------------

? m U^ ’ Y o r k e r * s S w lm fw it M  p c^ .°t& t
M - ^ i L * s ^ g e m ° | e c | o r  Oct. Capped 
documents show Capt. Von Heyden O.C. ^lei uroup. rj
f e W o l S ! 166i | ? W e « “ l)ak
has been captured.
Three. Italian P.W. reports all arty of Trieste left in

support/...
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Fourth Cipher part

Other PW says four Runs only. Oaotured document shows

existent. Yorker shows strength one bty 46 Arty Rogt. 
Trento as seven 100/17 hows, and three 88 ram and throe 
bty as f iv e  75/27 and four 88 ram guns on 30/10, Comment. 
General impression obtained from P.Ws that Ita lian  £)iv. 
Arty not brought up to strength since Aug. p.V{s and 
captured documents indicafe reorganisation Folgore Div. 
took place early October.
Total Ita lian  P.Ws to 3/11 in 318 PW cage and Base . ■ 
Hospitals 193 o ffice rs  and 2935 other ranks. Total 3128 
Personalities. Captured documents show that Brig/Gen 
Giorgio Masina took uvor Trento from Gen. Scotti ' 
(repatriated) 14/10. Lt. Col. F erra io li Chief o f S ta ff 
Trento according to PWs Bng/Gcn Arturo Kellner is 
second T/C Trento, Gen. F ra ttin i G.O.C. Folgure 
reported by PWs k illed . Comment. Probably succeeded 
by Gen parri believed second i/c Major Giovanni yerdano 
Chief o f S ta ff Folgore, Brig/Gen carlo Fassi believed 
Chicj, o f S ta ff Doloase. Col. Amoroso O.C. 12 Bersaglieri 
Regt. Captured. Captured documents show Gen. Navarini 
G.u.C. 21 Corps recently returned from leave in Ita ly .

Four. German administrative situation.

A Fuel. I  MT. Stocks in Cyrenaica su ffic ien t 
fo r  tliree weeks i f  convoy arrived Bengasi 4/11
(^ i .q n h n n a ^ G  l«/hnn f.r>on.Q-nn-ph •f’Pnm T5nnrrPLcn



' V r

«*1. ■

LAST CIPHER PART

By a ir  transport to  Tobruk u n til stocks at 
Benghasi (o ver 14 days i f  above convoy discharges) 
can be got forward. |

B. Ammunition* Submarine destroyer and amied 
merchant cru iser transport to  Tobruk indicates that 
stocks at Tobruk Matrub and Baba equivalent in  weight 
to  about two to  three weeks consumption are i l l -  
balanced. o Shortage believed  arute in tank an ti
tank and heavy a rty .

C. Rations stocks in  and forward o f Tobruk fo r  
one week plus two weeks at Benghasi i f  present convoy 
discharges.

Transport.. Withdrawal w i l l  tend to  r e s t r ic t
of Tobruk to Coasters submarines destroyers and 

;h ie f supply .port. While 
enemy w i l l  attempt

F ive . Conclusions; Enemy cons isten tly  fa i le d  
to  appreciate where we would h it him next. Having put in  
T r ie s te  which was' his la s t ava ilab le  reserve he fr it t e r e d  
away 21 Amid. D iv. and 90 L igh t which were comparatively 
fresh  in attacks with lim ited  ob jec tive  o f re iio v in g  125 P. i -  
Did not appreciate our in ten tion  to  s tr ik e  westwards t o v/an ^ 
Aqqa,qir and success o f our thrust therefore found his • 1
armour s p l i t .  D o i- io n  to  withdraw presumably taken a fte r  
fa i lu re  o f  very determined counter-attack on second November 
A v a ila b il ity  o f  transport w i l l  determine h w much o f  the 
fo rces  south o f our breakthrough preponderantly I ta l ia n  cart 
bo withdrawn. Since M.T. is  known to  bo very short 
consider probable that m ajority  w i l l  bo abandoned. R.A.F. 
made j.044 so rties  on fourth  November against M.T. 
withdrawing along road 'which must fu rth er reduce the 
fo rces which can be f in a l ly  ex trica ted .

1120 G.M.T./5
Received from War O ffic e  I I 20/'

Advance copy tc Duty Capt. D.O.D. (F) D.D.I.C.
<T7

l^ t  Lord 
1st S .L .(2 ) 
4th S.L.
C. N .A .S .. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (F ) (2 ) 
N.A. 1st S .L0
D. 0„D. (H )(2 ) 
D.O.D. (F ) (2 ) .  
D .D .I.C .(2 )
D. o f  P .(2 , 
Duty Ca.pt.(2)

D.N. I i  (4 )
I . F . (2 )
D.P.D. J 
W..
Admiral Blake 
A-.C.N. A.S« 
D.N.A.D, 
IU .0 .B . 
r .V S ,lM 2 >  
D.cf L.D. (2)

War Office Circulation:- 
D.DoM.0.(0) ,M. 0.5. ,D.M, I . , 
D.D.M. I. ( I ) ,M. 1.3.3a.6,10. 
14, (G copies),17a. 17b,
(5 copies),19. War Reg. 
Admiralty, A.M.C.S. Air 
Minist ry , L t.Col.Jago 
(War Cabinet Offices)
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5 .1 1 .1 9 4 2 .War D ia ry . T h u rsd ay .

C o s i t r e p583.P a r t  2 . A i r .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C ontd .
N ig h t  3 /4  Nov. T orpedo  and bom ber a i r c r a f t  from  
M a lta  and E gyp t w ere d e sp a tc h e d  to  a t t a c k  so u th b o un d  convoys n o r th  o f  B e n g h a z i. One h e a v i ly  la d e n  M/V o f  medium s i z e  to rp e d o e d  and l e f t  s t a t i o n a r y  down a t  th e  bow s. A t a n k e r  c la im ed  h i t  by bombs and to rp e d o . O i l  p a tc h e s  se e n  on s u r f a c e  f o l lo w in g  d ay . H i t s  w ith  bombs a l s oc la im ed  on a n o th e r  M/V and on d e s t r o y e r s .  One W e ll in g to n  m is s in g . T hese a t t a c k s  w ere fo llo w e d  up by a f te r n o o n  a t t a c k  on B en g h az i h a rb o u r  4 th  Nov. by th r e e  fo rm a t io n s  o f  A m erican  B .2 4 s . S e v e r a l  h i t s  o r  n e a r  m is s e s  c la im e d . P h o to g ra p h s  b e in g  exam ined . Convoy 

se e n  a p p ro a c h in g  h a rb o u r  w ith  1 M/V sm oking and a p p a r e n t ly  dam aged. One enemy f i g h t e r  s h o t  down. One p ro b a b ly  d e s tro y e d  a n o th e r  two dam aged.(C . i n  C. M.E. 1345 G .M .T ./5 .)

RORQUAL S a i l e d .
( V.A. M a lta  1425A /5 to  Admty. e t . c . )

AQUITANIA. Y our 1 5 4 9 /4 , n o t  to  N .C .S .O . S u ez . AQUITANIA a r r i v e d  Suez 3 1 s t .  O c t.N .C .S .O . Suez i s  r e q u e s te d  to  r e p e a t  to  Cominch a r r i v a l  s i g n a l s  o f  s h ip s  c a r r y in g  l a r g e  num bers 
o f  U .S . p e r s o n n e l .(D .O .D . F . 1625Z /5  to  Cominch (R) N .C .S .O . S u e z .)

M ovements. A r r i v a l s  and d e p a r tu r e s  5 th  Nov. ANTWERP,^JAVELIN, 
G r. d e s t r o y e r  IERAX. 1—  /> /yj(N .O .I .C . F am agusta  (C y p ru s) 1731B /5 to  Admty. e tc . )

C o s i t r e p  
No. 584.

N ig h t 4 /5  Nov. H a l i f a x e s  and L ib e r a to r s  bombed J u .5 2  aerodrom e a t  Maleme C r e te .  M a jo r i ty  o f  bombs b u r s t  on aerodrom e b u t  no r e s u l t s  o th e r  th a n  
two s m a ll  f i r e s  s e e n .(C . i n  C. M.E. 1840 G .M .T ./5 .)

MOONSTONEc o n ta c t .
S i t u a t i o n .  N ot i n  c o n t a c t .  D e s t r o y e r s  c a r r y in g  M B K 1. MOONSTONE re m a in in g  in  th e  v i c i n i t y  o f  
h e r  c o n ta c t .(C a p t. D .12 1928B /5 to  C .S .1 5 . (R) R .A .D . M ed.)

M a ltaA irR e p o r t .
1 .9 1  5 th  Nov. C .S .R . N ig h t 4 /5 th  Nov. No enemy a c t i v i t y .  5 th .  1430 h o u r s ,  20 M e.109s ap p ro ach ed  M a lta  a t  h e ig h t  and w ere i n t e r c e p t e d  by 13 S p i t f i r e s  who damaged 1 M e.109 w ith o u t  l o s s  to  th e m s e lv e s . 10 S p i t f i r e  s o r t i e s  w ere made in  R/C p a t r o l s  n o r th  o f  M a lta  b u t  no enemy a i r c r a f t  o r  
s h ip p in g  was s e e n .
(A .H .Q . M a lta  2 0 0 0 /5 .)

/  R/C o f . .
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5.11.1942.
Thursday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
My 1304/5 (N-.'T;1- in- WiR.) (A) Photographs confirm
except as follows.
(1) Taranto add (group omitted *) destroyers 4 
torpedo boats 10 S/Ms.
(2) Brindisi add 2 destroyers 3 torpedo boats.

(3} Navarino "Possible destroyer" is a Sloop.
(4) Nil Messina add 1 destroyer 1 torpedo boat.
(5) Empedocle for 2 to 3 E-Boats read 10 E-Boats.
(B) p.m. R/C above ports no change except Taranto add 1 S/M. 
Naples convoy with escort of 5 destroyers has left since 3rd Nov. 
(V.A. Malta 2131A/5 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. Med. Admty. 
F.O.C.N.A.) * Being obtained.

Tug for Request consideration be given to sending an ocean
Malta. going tug to Malta at first convenient opportunity.

(V.A. Malta 2216A/5 to Admty. C. in C. Med.)

R/C of
Italian
Ports.

Movement. 5th Nov. Port Said arrivals PIND0S. 
PAKENHAM,RAVELIN, KELVIN, HERO. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said 2320/5 to Admty.

Departures 
etc.)
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5.11.19U2. Thursday,
FOREIGN STATIONS.

U /B
Failure of 
Air Patrol.

East Indies
Port F. Reply to A.M. 1355/15/10, para.U, re progress
Progress. of works in hand.

(C. in C.E.F. 0602Z/5 to Admty (R) F.O.C.R.I.N, 
F.O.Ceylon).
See Lion Copy.
F.O.Ceylon 0323/2 and 222 Group 1100/3. Concur 
with F.O.Ceylon that the Lest ehanec of 
intercepting and d estroying this tJ-3oat was 
lost by the failure of the A. S.V. patrols on 
Friday and Saturday nights. Difficulties 

with which the Catalinas were faced, as set out in 222 
Group’s 1100/3 are fully appreciated. This operation, 
however, illustrated necessity for heing able to organise 
patrols at very short notice with small means if we are to 
take advantage"of the fleeting and rare opportunities of 
making contact with enemy U-Boats. I feel sure that the 
crews of the Catalinas did their Lest under difficult 
circumstances. This operation further emphasises the need 
for more flying "boats, and greater supplies of spares in 
order to increase the serviceability of those we have.
(C. in C.E.F. 0801Z/5, to F.O.Ceylon A.0.Ceylon (R) Admty).

P.B.9. Arrival. ORISSA,01+11,Bombay, with P.B.9. 
Bombay portion.
(S.O.(I) Bombay 0809Z/5, to Admty etc)

HAI HING. Hy 1830 /Uth. (1730/1+th intended.N.T. in W.D.) 
Ship was Norwegian HAI HING unescorted to 
Lourenco Marques. Crew 67 survivors U2 includ—

ing 6 British. . \( C.S. A.Lourenco Marques 0955B/5 to 0. in C.S. A. etc)._Unknown ship torpedoed I5OO/I4. position 025.P5 >̂. Opp. 10
E. Have stopped sailings. . _ ,.(C.S.A. Lourenco Marques 17pOB/5 to Admty for information, 

C. in C.S.A. C. in C.E.F. Cdre.Durban, C.S.A.Beira).
u#s# a .M. 1115/29.Oct. Following changes in
Forces. dispostions U.S. Forces in Pacific.

LONG ISLAND, At Pearl Harbour. LOUISVILLE,
ST LOUIS, At Mare Island. DETROIT, At San Francisco. RICHMOND, 
On raqqpffe to Callao. *V0ICE, On passage to Canal Zone. 
CHESTER, Repairing at Sydney. NASSAU, ALTAMAHA,HONOLULU, At 
Sea. 2.ALTAHAHA is an Auxiliary Aircraft Carrier- 
(D.O.D.(F) 11U5A/5 to C. in C.E.F.).

Movements. Colombo arrivals Nov.(?5th) Ol^OOZ. EARL 
KITCHENER, 11 (?00) Z. LISMORE.(S.O.(l) Colombo 125SZ/5 to Admty etc).
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MOST SECRET 06027/5th November

Date 6 /1 3 /4 2  
Rood. 0100From C. in  G. Eastern F le e t .

Nava l Cypher  X by Cable

Addressed Adm iralty. Repeated F.O.C. Royal Indian Navy,

4. Rail.wavs. Salaya-Sykes Point m ostly com pletpd.

7. Aerodromes,
( a )  ‘ K istory7~  No aerodromes in -v i c in i t y  of* Port *F* were 

a v a ila b le  and as a ir  p ro te c t io n  f o r  sh ips using the port was 
requ ired  two s i t e s  were se le c te d  and con stru ction  commenced 
by R.A.Fj, pending a llo c a t io n  f in a n c ia l  r e s p o n s ib i l i t y .  As 
the aerodromes were s o le ly  f o r  the defence o f  p ort *F' and 
the F leet and the R .A .F. had no requirements in  th is  area i t  
was agroed that the p rov is ion  o f  the aerodromes was an 
Adm iralty commitment and that the cos t  should be chargeable 
t o  H.M.G.

(b ) Progress on the aerodromes i s  as fo llo w s  -  Khambal.iya 
22 degrees 14’ North 69 degrees 42 ’ East estim ated date o f  
com pletion 30th November 3.942. N o .l runway N orbheast-South-

F.O. Ceylon.

IMPORTANT

294.
A.M. 1355/15 /10  paragraph 4 . 

Temporary day marks erected . Re 
e re c t io n  o f  permanent beacons.

Report" await od regarding
Navigat io n a l  a id s .

3. Roads. Jamnag 
Salaya o dmplet ed.

5.
Parod

accommodation /
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accommodation commenced technical buildings blast pens and 
hangarettes not yot started. Naval requirement. Temp
orary accommodation for 24 fighters 50 officers 200 men. 
Dispersal points for aircraft squadron and W/T offices only 
required. Chela 22 degrees 22* North 70 degrees 06* R  st' 
expected date of completion 31st December 1942. No.l r:- 
way Northeast-Southwest 2000 yards cleared only. No.2 
runway East-West 1600 yards cleared only. Work on water 
supply commenced but construction of buildings not yet 
started. Naval requirement. Emergency landing ground 
or satalite forKhambaliya.

(c) Both aerodromes have been planned to the R.A.F. 
standard for fighter aircraft with technical accommodation 
for one squadron and domestic accommodation for 75 officers 
and 1000 men.

(d) A.H.Q. India has been informed that permanent 
fighter protection is not required in present circumstances 
but that when the port is in use and in the absence of air
craft carriers up to a maximum of one Blenheim or similar 
squadron may bo required for //S patrols and in these cir
cumstances R.A.F. fighter protection might be required also.
8. A.M. 1355/15/10 paragraph 5. Government of India wish 
to make it clear that all developments at this port have 
been carried out at my request as an Admiralty liability and 
that object of paragraph 2 of F.O.C.R.I.N. * s 0631/10/5 was 
to make certain H.M.G.'s approval would be sought for con
sequential (7 groups missed /) at that time were likely to 
be substantial. At the prosent state of developments F.O.G 
R.I.N.•considers that works would be of little permanent 
value to the State.
9. A.M. 1355/15/10 paragraph 6. F.O.C.R.I.N. states 
that it is not intended that Port *F* should be an R.I.N. 
establishment. It is at present being administered by 
R.I.N. staff as an H.M.G. liability of approximately 7,000 
pounds per annum owing to the non-availability of R.N. 
staff. I consider that on account of the changed strateg
ical situation the consequent limitations to the develop
ment of the port and its' possible use as a convoy assembly 
port it is desirable that it should continue to bo 
administered by staff as a nucleus for possible 
expansion.
10. My 1355/15/10 paragraph 7. The Army have no medical 
facilities in the vicinity. It is therefore suggested that 
the sick-bay should be manned temporarily by R.N. personnel 
when required. So far no sick-bay has been provided and it 
is requested that plans may be forwarded.

06022/5.

/• Note: Correction to missing groups to follow.
Marking over .
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lot Lord
lot S.L. (2)
1 i "l- S.L.2nd S.L.3rd S.L.Vice Controller 4th S.L.C.N.A.S.A. C.N.A.S.Civil LordSecretary D. of P.(2)V.C>N.S. D. A.C.D.A.C.N.S.(F)(2) Head of M.(40)A.C.N.S.(T) and for India OfficeA.C.N.S.(W) War OfficeA.C.N.S.(H) Air MinistryN.A. to A.C.N.S.(T) w.c.o.N.A. 1st S.L. Treasury (M:N.A. 2nd S.L.(2) D. of N.N.A. 2nd S.L. (Air) Hydrog.P.A.S. ( 0) D.P.S.A. S.(CL) L.D. G.D. of L.D. C.E. in C.D.O.D.(H)(2) D.A.S.D.O.D.(F)(2) W.G.F.D.T.D. Head of C.W.

V3

D.B.D.D.A./S.W.D.M.S.D.T.M.Duty Captain (2) 
I.P. (2)
W.^___Hoad of Air Branch D.N.A.D.D.A.M.

Head of N.D.T.S.D.Deputy Controller)
C. E. in C.D. of D.E. in C.E. in C. (FMB) R.I.N.L.O.Head of S.W.R.

) 4
) Bath by courier
))
)

i
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Most Secret message 0S02/5th November from 

0. in C, Eastern P leat (Concerning Port F ). 

Zaragrax.il 9. Last lin o  but one. For

A.C.N.3. (F ) (2 )
a . c .n . s , ( t )
A.O.N, i'j* ( vin 
A.C.N.S. £ll)
II.A . to  A.C.N.S. (T ) 
IT .A . to 1st S .L .
N.A. 2nd S.L * (2 )
IT.A. 2nd S .L . (A ir ) ,  
P .A .3 . (0 )
A#S, (c.L).
D. o f L.D.
D.O.D. (H) (2 )
D.O.D. (F ) (2 )
D.T.D.
D.B.D.
D.A/3.W.
D.M.3,
D.T.M.
Duty Capt, (2 )
i.p. (a} 1
W.D.-----
Hd, o f A ir  Br, 
D.N.A.D,
D .A, M,
D. o f P. (2 )
D. A « 0.  D.

(Mr. Clausen).
War O ffic e , A.M, 
W.G.O. Treasury

S ta ff

•  1st Lord,
1st S.L. (2 )
D «P .S.L.
2nd. S.L.
3rd S.L.
Vioe Controller, 
4th S.L.
G .IT .A . 3 .
A.0.1I .A ,3.
O iv il Lord,
Secretary,
V.C.IT.3.

Dep, Gontr,
C. E. in G,
D, of D.

33, in 0, (F.M.B) 
P.I.1T.L.0.
Hd, o f S.V/.H,

E, in G,
E. in 0. (F

Bath by 
courier,

M. (40) & fo r  India O ffic e .

•  D. of N 
Hydrog. 
D.P.S.

(Mr, F lee t)

M.D.G-.
G.E. in 0.
D.A.3.
W.G.F.
Hd. o f G.W 
Kd, o f N. 
D.T.S.D.



m i i r t a  A
PtfOm* ( “JG* in C» jiastorn P loot)

Jth November* 
Dato. §U. ll.il.2* 
Title. 0$3S»

-ET«

j)Iovul .Cypher 0., bj; v//J*.
AAdrossod. 8.N.O. Persian Gulf Hojyjotod. 0* in 0. South 

Atlonti i H, g, S. 0. Hormua*

feinoo tho rooont oxtonsion of tho visa of Bandar Abbas 
Od o oonvoy aosombly port, i t  had boon found that insu fficient 
information is  being roeaivod ot the Nova! tfaadquartors 
at K ilindini and Capetown to enable torsion  GUlf shipping 
to  ho nocurntoly plotted. Thin la mainly duo>to subordinate 
ships being hold for convoys, and no accurate information 
being passed ns to thoir time o f departuro from llormua and 
their now oxpeotod time o f arrival#

( 2 ) Tho follow ing information, whioh in normally 
signalled on VESGA for  independently routed chips, must 
also bo passed by N, 0 .0,0. Hormas fo r  a ll  ahipo which aro 
(?oaili.ng) from Hormua in  convoy but which w ill bo disporsod 
on route,

L'») Bate of departure# 
iB) Nomo of chip#
;g) F irst port of coll#

.Ixpootod timo o f orr ivo l.
Insturotionn arc ruquootad o f diapersing from convoy 
Speed o f convoy*

(3) 2 Signals oro roqulrod:- Oignalo "X" fo r  ships 
bound to .south African and Portuguese Bast African Porto, 
and oignalo"Y" fo r  chips bound to othor porta.

(M  Signal "Y” io  to  bear a sorio l number from one -  
500, and in to  bo oddroanod Admiralty, 0. in 0* iJ*P.
S.O. ( I )  Colombo ond CCS11IAV.

(5) Signal ••X" M boor tho oamo aerial number with 
su ffix  ° cw fo r  Chorlio, ond ia to bo oddronaod os for 
signal "Y" but to  0. In C. S.A* in  addition,

(6) Some reorganising o f N.O.S#(?nrrongomcnta)
in tho Pernion Gulf Aroa w ill bo nccosoory in  order that 
IT. C. S.O. Homaz con o ffc c t iv o ly  carry tho duties o f tho 
principal IT.C.S.O. in that Aroo. Datailod proposals 
fo r  this hove been forwordod to S.1T.0. pornion Gulf by^ 
air mail. In viev; howovor o f tho great Importance ox 
maintaining accurate p lots ( ? i t  io  os3cntial that) 
mo n n uro went o should be tolccn forthwith to onsuro that 
the information in paragraph 2 ia  invariably signalled.

09U3V5.
O.B. Trado,V.G.N.3. Advonco Copy Ops

A. G. IT. 3. (S’ )
A.C.H. G. 
IT. A. 1st

t»)G.L. . D. o f 8.T. (2)
D. o f P. (3)

t
D.H. I . (5)

Ops. (3) 
0. D. (5)

II# v/*R# C2) 
X.P# (3)

O.I.C. ( 2) W. D#_ ■ ■
D. A/S. 17.
M. (2) ,D.T.D. (k)
D.T.D. (U \D.T.D. ( c)
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CAPETOWN
CASTLE,

HIGHLAND
MONARCH.

America & West Indies.
Your 201*7/29. CAPETOWN CASTLE and HIGHLAND 
MONARCH are proceeding to New York due about 
beginning and mid January respectively to load 
for U.K. Accommodation may be used up to 
unescorted numbers only.
(D.S.T. , 0227A/5 to N.S.H.Q. )

B. A. Ts. Norfolk arrived 1515Z/5 B.A.T.9 and 10. 
(N.S.H.Q., 0U01Z/5 to Admty).

Unknown Ship 
Attacked.

Following intercepted by Kingston Radio, unknown 
ship reports submarine attack 12.35 N., 69.39 W. 
0736 G.C.T.
(S.O.(l) Kingston Jamaica 0530R/5 to Admty).

U/Bs U-boat position by D/F at 0413Z within 75 miles 
of 05.58 N., 32? W. Another U-boat position by 
D/F at 0237Z within 75 miles of 05.59 N., 31° W. 
Both W.W. 1*796 k/cs.
(Cominch, 0655/5 to C.T.U. 21*.. 1.14, C. T. U. 24.1.16 
C.T.F. 24).

GURNARD. My 2309/4* Para. (3) for 375A - 42 read 37 S.A. 42 
(F.O.S., 0744A/5 to Admty etc) Amended.

U/B
Position.

C.E.S.F. 1900/4. 0800Q/5 submarine estimates. 
1 locality 31.30 N., 80.30 W . , from sighting 
08030/4.
(Comnaveu, 0801/5 to Admty).

Casualties,
S. C.107, .
T. A. G.18.

Connav's 2114/4* informs as follows 
Connav Serial 4. In S.C.107 the following ships 
are reported torpedoed in addition to EMPIRE 
SUNRISE and PARTHENON, in Serials 2 and 3: MOUNT 
PELION, RINOS, MARITIMA, HARTINGTON, EMPIRE 
LEOPARD, EMPIRE ANTELOPE, DALCROY on November 2nd

all at approx. 52 N. , 45-W. The HAHIRA was also torpedoed and 
sunk at 44.37 N., 1*1.45 W. on November 3rd.
Losses in T.A.G.18 were CHRISTIAN J. KAMPMANN which was torpedoed 
and sunk, and THORSHAVET, LEDA, GYPSUM EMPRESS, which were 
torpedoed but still afloat.
(Comnaveu, 0842/5 to Admty).

Movements
Summary.

1800 G.M.T. 5th November.
Ship Position Course Speed 
Convoy 27i° N., 30i° W. 181° 12*
w.s. 24
ILEX 16° N., 31° W. 080° 16 
(D.O.D. (F) 1046Z/5 to Opnav (r ) Coranaveu).

/Mov ements...
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Movements. Departure Vieuxfort 1500Z/5th SS. HOLMBURY 

United States Army Transports STATE OF VIRGINIA 
and EL LIBERTADOR Trinidad. E.T.A. Bocas 1600Z/6 
Escorts P.C.624. S.C.522 S.C.532.,
(B.R. 0. St. Lucia 1101Q/5 to Admty).
Arrival 4th departure 5th U.S.S. CYPRESS for 
DOMINICA.
(B.R.O. St. Lucia, 1148Q/5 to Admty).

R.N. and 
R. C.N. 
Corvettes.

Your 1902/11 not to all addressees has been 
passed to G.T.G.24.7. Difficulties stressed by 
C.T.U. 24.1.12 are fully appreciated. Careful 
consideration has been given to the subject and 
it is suggested R.N.-manned corvettes allotted to 
you should be grouped with such R.N.-manned

destroyers as you can spare. This group to run as a "C" group 
and to proceed to Greenock instead of Londonderry.
C.T.G. 24.7 is in favour of this proposal. Facilities for 
exercising \tfiich are not available at Liverpool are available at 
Greenock. If you concur accounts could be transferred to 
ORLANDO.
(2) Provided C.T.G. 24.7 concurs there is no objection to 
R.C.N. Corvettes visiting Greenock periodically to boiler clean 
and give leave should you so wish.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1151Z/5 to F.O.N.F. (R) Admty. C.T.F. 24. ,\  O *  All VV • i i *  f ± ± y ± & /  y  u u  j.VJ.ruJ?* \K- J f lU IU  • O *  1 • J? • j

C.T.G.24.7. N.S.H.Q., Capt. (D) Newfoundland, Capt. (D) Greenock, 
Capt. (D) Liverpool, N.O.I.C. Greenock, N.O. I.C. Liverpool).
* W.R. Note N/T pack or file.

B. A. T.s New York sailed A.M. 4th B.A.T.9 (H.M.S.DESTINY) 
and. B.A. T.10 (H.M.S. EMINENT) for Norfolk. 
(N.S.H.Q. , 1220Z/5 to Admty (R) B.A.D. C.O.A.C.)

MAGDALEN,
grounded*

My 1416/4. N.S.H.Q., confirmed no other damage 
to MAGDALEN.
(C.O.A.C., 1308Z/5 to Admty).

QUEEN MARY. Arrived Ambrose 1025Z/5.
(Port Director New York, 1502/5 to Admty etc).

U/B
a

U-boat estimated in your vicinity by D/F has 
made a sighting report of a convoy or important 
unit at l436z/5th 10510 k/cs.
(Cominch 1505/5 to C.T.U. , 24.1.14, C.T.U. 
24.1.16, C.T.U. 24.1.11 (R) C.T.F. 24).

U/B
report.

C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1506/5 see Home Commands.

/EMPIRE SUNRISE. ..
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EMPIRE
SUNRISE.

My 1045/2nd (Re H. M.R.T. TENACITY sailed to 1 
salvage and tow SS. EMPIRE SUNRISE) Aircraft 1 
sweeping area sighted wreckage only. TENACITY 1 
searched visual area 300 square miles, no sign 1 
of EMPIRE SUNRISE. Instructed return St. Johns 1 
N.F. 2209/4th.
(F.O.N.F. , 15HZ/5 to C.T.F. 24).

U/B
Positions.

S/M estimates 5th Nov. and U.S. Submarine notice. 
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1536 /5, 15?7/5,
1559/5, 1600/5, 1601/5 to Admty).

Attacks on 
S.C.107.

S.C.107 attacked durjmg_night. DALEBY sunk 
survivors rescued.4*C‘niGHAM, U.S. Destroyers 
LEARY U.S. Destroyer SCHENCK joined 1100Z/5 
VANESSA detached to rejoin H.X. 213. Aircraft 
attacked three submarines on surface while

investigating H.F. D/F bearings. Suggest Iceland section and 
escorts remain until dusk 7th November. P.C. and S. 58.27 N., 
32.45 W. (B) 051° 7*5 knots. Weather.
(C.T.U. 24.1.14, 1602Z/5 to C.T.F.24 (R) Connav Admty. C. in C.
W.A., N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., C.O.A.C., C. T. G. 24. 7 A. C. I. C. C.T.24.6)

Curacao,
Aruba
staff.

B.A.D's 1339/3 and S.B.N.0. Curacao's 1613/3. 
Request your remarks. A.M. 1923/25 October 
refers.
(D.T.D., 1605A/5 to S . B . N.0.W.A.) Reply:1129/6.

AQUITANIA Admty. 1625/5 to Cominch. See Mediterranean.

Trawlers for Arrival H.M. Trawlers HERTFORDSHIRE, CAPE WARWICK,
Cape Area. ST. LOMAN, NORTHERN ISLES, LE TIGfiS. 

(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 1632Q/5 to 3. B. N. 0. W. A. )

EMPIRE
TURNSTONE.

Request any news available of EMPIRE TURNSTONE 
(Br) due New York ?26th October from O.N. 136. 
(N.S.H.Q., 1836Z/5 to Connav (r ) Admty).

Shipping 
Delays, 
New York.

Pass to N.C.S.Os. Commodores of O.N. and O.N.S. 
Convoys are to be requested to report the names 
of any ships in convoy bound beyond New York who 
will be delayed in New York more than 24 hours by 
voyage repairs or other reason.

2. The report should be given to that part of escort 
proceeding to Halifax and passed thence by cable to port 
Director, New York.
3. This information is required by New York for purposes of 
arranging best connection with Coastal Convoys.
(D.T.D. , 1906A/5 to F.Os. I.C.) Reply: B.A.D. , 2055/6.

/Shipping,
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America & West Indies. - Contd.
Your 2101/30/10. Concur generally but sailing 
dates of outward convoys will not be sufficiently 
certain to calculate on this basis. Commodores 
are therefore being instructed to report delays 
of more than 2*4 hours by method proposed in your 
para. 2.
(D.T.D., 1906A/5 to B.A.D. (R) N.S.H. Q. , C.O.A.C)

O.N.139,enemy
signals.

Your 1925/2 para. 1 U-boats always use H/F for 
reporting and only use M/F for homing. Homing 
procedure was presumably not brought into 
operation.
2. Para. 2. Short signal traffic and possibly 

weather reports may precede attacks (C.B. 1+002N para. 5)
Main types of operational transmissions are still E bar and 
Naval Enigma (C.B.*4002N para. 2) Homing Signals are not 
made on H/F. C.B. 3082 deals with M/F transmissions only.
3. Request confirmation that CAIRNVALONA holds C.B. 1+002N 
(2) and name of issuing authority. This book is over a year 
out of date. Current issue is C.B. U002N (9).
(N.I.D. 9 1938A/5 to B.R.L.O. New York).

Special U/B 
estimate.

Cominch 19*40/5 see North Atlantic).

U/B O.N51U2 D/F on 76*40 k/cs at I3 0 6 Z, suggests U-boat any
where within 90 miles of 51° 00' N., 31° 00’ W. 
(D.D.I.C., 19U2A/5 to Escorts of 0.N5142).

ST. LAURENT, 
0. N. 1*43*

Intend sailing ST. LAURENT at 1200Z/8th to R/V 
O.N. li+3 and remain with convoy till arrival 
Westomp. Intend R/V 0*49° k2' N. , 0*4-3° 51 ’ W. 
in 1000Z/9th.
(F.O.N.F. , 1959/5 to C. T. 2*4.(R) C.T.U. 2*4.1 .1 1 ., 
N.S.H. Q. C.O.A.C., C. in C. W.A., Admty.
ST. LAURENT).

U/B S/M located in 0*4 0° 30’ N. , 069° 27’ (?W) at 
1 5 1 0Q/5 th course 0 7 5 °•
(C.O.A.C., 2007Z/5 to G.B.7 A (R) C.T.F. 2*4., 
Connav Admty. C. in C. W.A. , N.S.H.Q. , F.O.N.F., 
C.O.A.C. , C.T. G. 2*4.7).

U/B Campaign. Connav Serial 3* EMPIRE ZEAL torpedoed sunk'2nd
November 00.30 S., 30.*45 W. Following additional 
ships torpedoed *4th November approx. 56 N., 37 W. 
S.C.107. JEMP Br. Merchant Ship HOBBEMA,EMPIRE 
LYNX, TITUS, HATIMURA. JOHN WINTHROP and EMPIRE 

DAWN Serial 30 presumed lost. METON and ASTRELL both torpedoed 
sunk today T.A. G. 18, 12.21 N. , 69.21 W.
(Connav, 20*43/05 to Comnaveu). S._-__ o.

/Busra..
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America & West Indies. - Contd.
Your 1223/4- Amendment to Busra gives effect to 
agreement recorded in my 174-7 /31 October para. 1. 
2. Consider that Busra para. E sub-para. (A) 
should remain as now worded and that a fresh sub
para. in the terms of my 174-7/31 October para.l 
should immediately follow. Subsequent sub-paras 

to be re-lettered.
3. Your reference to the line running along parallel 4-0° S. , 
to East coast of South America is not understood as there is at 
resent no proposal to amend the "Chop" line in South Atlantic. 
B.A.D. , 204-9Z/5 to Admty (r ) N.S.H.Q.) Reply: D.T.D. 1519/6.

Shipping Your 1854/4- para. D.
Intelligence. It is desired to emphasise understanding here that 

Merco Office New York is intended to be no more 
than redistrubution centre and not information 
bureau.

(2) We feel that all necessary information can be made 
available to Ministry of Information Room through existing 
channels and it is not considered advisable at this stage to 
advertise its existence nor to approach U.S. Authorities for the 
supply of information direct.
(B.A.D. 2207Z/5 to Admty (r ) N.S.H.Q.)

Busra,
proposed
amendment.

B.R.L.Os. Your 2041/23* para. 2 may be read to exclude
B.R.L.Os. from any intelligence functions.
2. Submit they be instructed to assist our 
Reporting Officers whenever this can be done 

without interfering with their other duties as their co-operation 
on intelligence most desirable.
(B.A.D., 2211Z/5 to Admty. (R) N.S.H.Q., S. B. N. 0. W. A. )

U/B
Campaign.

Para A.
EMPIRE ZEAL 3 torpedo hits 18 shells sunk 
00.30 S., 30.4-5 W. 0558Z/02. EROS torpedo miss 
47.30 N., 38.10 W., about 1830Z/04* JEYPORE, 
HOBBEMA, EMPIRE LYNX, TITUS, HATIMURA torpedoed 

area '55*55 N., 37.20 W., 4-th November. MET0N 3 torpedo hits, 
and ASTRELL torpedoed 12.21 N. , 69.21 V/., 0715Z/05 sunk.
Hudson plane attacks U.88 type on surface 13.20 N., 62.20 W. 
1615Z/04- course 135°.
Para. B. Two unidentified attacked 12.35 N., 69.39 W. 0730Z and 
12.36 N., 69.4-0 W. , 0804-Z/05. DANIEL M0RGAM Bluish white sub. 
Honomu U.4-5 type letter V surmounting three dice. Sighting 
1610Z/04. my 2151/04- sub. on surface course 270.
Para. C. ALCOA RANGER conflicting reports indicate light gray 
U.4-5 type number 13 and Blue and Red Dragon C/T also 31ue 
white sub. Three Ostrich feathers C/T. OLOPAHA light brown 
U.4-5 type Moose Head Conning Tower, pan Atlantic two subs scene 
attack aluminum colour one whitish green, Swastika small 
Dragon C/T. P.C. 492 attacks sound contact 10.55 N., 61.14 W. 
2010Z/03 October U.S.S. CRAWFORD attacks sound contact 10.54 N. , 
61.49 W., 1425Z/12 October. P.C.490. Attacks sub. 17-05 N., 
64.19 W* , 2005Z/29 October. Sub sighted 51*50 N. , 46.35 W ., 
1200Z/04 31.24 N. , 80.57 W., 0803Z/04. B.25 sights oil slick and
bubbles 40.30 N., 69.20 W., 1530Z/05 and PBY reports Radar contac 
40.30 N. 69.27 W., 1916Z/05* Pan Air plane sights sub. on
S 3 - . . & S  M S  w n r B t f W h f c -  8331U a t t a c k s
(Cominch 2220/5 to Admty).
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BENGAL
Australia & New Zealand. 

i / /c*
Departure 5th November BENGAL for Colombo via 
Diego Garcia.
(A.C.N.B., 0502Z/5 to Admty etc).

Movements Departures Espirito Santo 0300Z/4th U.S. Ship 
(group missed) SOLACE for Auckland expected time 
of arrival 0001Z/8th. Departures Noumea 0600Z/5
U.S. ship NICHOLAS for Auckland expected time 

of arrival 0200Z/8th. Arrivals Lautoka 4th November U.S. ship 
TAPIAHANNACK.
(S.O.(I) Wellington, 0630Z/5 to Admty).

Hired transport EKATERINI COUMANTARO(?U) departs Melbourne 
4th November due Brisbane 7th. Dutch Naval store ship SOEDOE 
depart a) Cairns 4th, due Thursday Island 7th. U.S. Store ship 
GOLD STAR departed Sydney 4th, due Melbourne 7th. R.A.A.P. , store 
ship WANAKA arrived Townsville 5th.

(N.B. Melbourne 1043Z/5 to Admty, Connav).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimates at 1200Z/5 indefinite 
(D.D.I.C., 1410A/5, 1538A/5).
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SITUATION REPORT.

The Admiralty today sent a message giving 
details of the arrangements for communication 
between British and U.S. Naval forces engaged in 
combined operations in the Atlantic, to come into 
force on 1st December.

Home Commands.
Four enemy escort vessels and a merchant ship 
were reported again today, the former at 1111 in 
43° 20' N., 5° 40’ W. steering north, and the 
latter at 1100 in 44° 58’ N., 5° 10’ W. steering 
west. UNBEATEN was ordered to intercept the 
merchant vessel. At 1610 an aircraft reported 
3 destroyers and a large merchant vessel in 
46° 10' N., 5° 59’ W. steering west, and attacked.

SS. CHULMLEIGH proceeding independently to Russia, 
reported at 0318 that she had struck a reef off 
South Cape, Spitsbergen and was making water.

Commencing with E.N.59 and W.N.59 Loch Ewe will 
replace Oban as terminal of E.N./W.N. convoys.

Operation "Torch".
N. C.X.F. in a message at 1301A/6 to his 
various forces said that reliable information 
indicated the likelihood that full Army and Air 
Force resistance may be of a minor nature only. 
Naval resistance, however, is expected to be 
strong; particularly at Oran, where the area is 
primarily under naval control. Coast defences or 
ships opening fire must be dealt with promptly and 
vigorously, but fire should cease when resistance 
has stopped, and the greatest discretion 
exercised in fire on other shore targets.

North Atlantic.
Two or three U-boats were attacked by aircraft 
this morning, approximately between Cartagena 
and Oran. Two of them surfaced again after 
submerging.
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Mediterranean.
ANTWERP, escorted by-̂ 2 Greek destroyers completed 
a.m. today without incident the move of 1200 
military personnel into and 2400 out of Cyprus.

Paul. £oOri^ooK/*Tji..
1 /  O > ift!

Both last night and the previous night M.T.Bs. * l 
operated along the coast near Mersa Matruh to 
prevent any evacuation of enemy troops or tanks, / 
but nothing was found on either night.

American B.24s and B.17s bombed Benghazi and 
Tobruk harbours this afternoon: a 6,000 ton
tanker is reported to have been destroyed at 
Benghazi and a 5*000 ton ship was set on fire 
in Tobruk.

America & West Indies.
SS. ARICA in Convoy T.24 was hit, believed by 
torpedo at 1820 G.M.T. in 10.58 N. , 60.52 W. 
and broke in two and sank.

SS. OCEAN JUSTICE was torpedoed at 2320Z today 
in 10° 6' N., 60° O ’ W. (about 60 miles east of 
Trinidad)and is presumed to have sunk.

Australia.
A.C.N.B. propose that U.S. Navy accept responsi
bility for the supply of stores to R.N. ships 
based on Australia Station. Rear-Adm. Young 
concurs.
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Use of 
R. M. Ls .

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.

In the event of shortage of other craft, R.M.Ls. 
may be used for local patrols on the clear 
understanding that any Air/Sea Rescue requirements 
for these boats are always to have priority.
Air Ministry concurs.
(D.D.O.D. (C), 1306A/6 to A. I.C-. 12).

Co-operation with U.S.A.
Communications Arrangements for communication between British

and U.S. Naval forces engaged in combined 
operations in the Atlantic.
(Admty. 1209A/6) See Lion copy.

■^SEVERN,
SABRE,

-k-s k a t e .
)<r£

Movements.

My 1238/4* Postpone all times 24 hours.
(S.5 0140A/6 to S.3 (R) C. in C. Portsmouth,
C. in C. Plymouth, F.O.I.C. Falmouth, F.O.I.C. 
Portland, F. 0. (S) Admty. H. Q. C.C. )

WOODRUFF. Hasten reply to my 2207/5*
(C. in C* Plymouth, 0201A/6 to WOODRUFF).

CAPE ARGONA, 
CAPE MARIATO, 
Sf. KENAN.

Trawlers to return to Iokanka immediately. 
Further instructions will follow.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1014A/6 to CAPE ARGONA, 
Pi APT? M A P T A T O  S T  TTEVNAN (P^ S "R N 0 North
Russia, Admty. C. in C. H.F., Admiral Miles, S.O. 
6th M/F).

MUSKETEER. 
/> li'if.

F.O. 1st C.S. l634A/4th. Early 30 minutes. 
(MUSKETEER, 1025A/6 to A.C.O.S.)

OXFORDSHIRE. Sailed Hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE in accordance 
with Admty 1215A/2.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1033A/6).
My 1035A/6. Add E.T.A. Gibraltar 11th November. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1702A/6).

AZALEA.
[>. / y if- •

A.M. 1933/5th not to Londonderry.
Request you will sail AZALEA as soon as ready 
to Londonderry for short work up. Ship will 
probably be required to proceed on service Novemba 
13th.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1252A/6 to H.O.LC. Cardiff).

RIPLEY. Return to Londonderry. Acknowledge. 
(C. in C. W.A., 1253A/6 to RIPLEY).

/SKYE...
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NAVAL GODH J
FROM Admiralty

DEFERIUilD
mho following arrangements for communication

bctwoon British and U.S. Naval forces ongagod in oorribinod 
operations in tho Atlantic coma into forco on Dooembor 
1st from which dato A.F.O. S.103/l}2 is cancelled, They 
do not alter the existing British U.S. communication 
arrangements for convoy esoorts:-
(1) The frequencies used for intercommunication aro 
to he M/F 5CO kc/s and H/F 1+71*0 ko/3 exoopt in areas P,
p q and s whoro 14295 ko/s is to he used instoad of 
1*714,0 ko/s.
(2) For0 0 s of oithor nation operating in the Atlant 
aro to guard 500 ko/s,
(3) Aften onony surfaoo force3 have boon roportod 
in tho Atlantio, units engaged in tho operations are to

vho will toko tho nocossory stops to broadcast them on 
tho appropriate area broadcast and to pass them to the 
authority"of tho other nation for similar notion. Ships 
having difficulty in oloaring their onony reports to 
stations of their own nation are to try and oloar them 
to a station of tho other nation*
(5) Enemy reports of immediate import aro in
addition to tho notion in paragraph (1*) to bo broadcast 
on tho froquoncios in paragraphs(2) and (3). This is 
in addition to tho instructions laid down for onomy 
reporting within tho ship’s own navy.

appropriate aroa broadcast. Ships aro to read thoir 
own aroa broadcast. If difficulty is oxporicnood in 
reading thoir own broadcast ships should if possiblo 
Got an oxtra watob cn tho appropriate broadcast of tho 
other nation*
(7) Admiralty and Cominoh will issuo any further 
nooossnry or dors at tho time.
(8) Tho sonior officor of any allied feroos noting
in close co-oporation may ordor a spocial intor-oomraunioation 
froquonoy in addition to those in paragraphs (2) and (3) 
but it must bo romombored that the cfrcqucncy is only 
known to those specifically ordered to guard it and 
reports made thoroon will not bo read by other 
authorities, .

guard I17I4O ko/s (1*295 ko/o in aroas F, P, Q and S).
(I*) Enomy reports aro to bo passed to shcro station

Enony reports will bo ro-broadoast on tho

D . S . D .  (9*0
M. (3) (M051303/l(2)

1209V6
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Movements - Contd.
SKYE. E.T.A. Faeroe Islands l600A/8th.

(SKYE, 1330A/6).
Your 1721/2nd. SKYE sailed 111+4/6th. E.T.A. 
p.m./8th. Routed (a ) Reykjanes (B) 062° 45' N . , 

012° 00’ W. (C) between 062° 1 8 ’ N. , and 06l° 45 ' N. , and 
through Skopen Fiord.
Wireless watch on 1570 k/cs per second 2 operators watching. 
(A.C.I.C., 1412A/6 to N.O.I.C. Faeroes).

Section XI6
Western 
Approaches. 
Situation 
at 2000A/ 
6th.

S.C.107. RESTIGOUCHE, AMHERST, ALGOMA, MOOSE JAW, 
* SHERBROOKE, U.S.S. LEARY, U. S. S. "ttfSHAM,
U.S.S. SCHENCK. 59.01, 26.29 to 59.02, 21.23, 7 h  
S.C.L.107. ARVIDA, CELANDINE, 61.48, 26.02 
to Reykjavik, 9^.^—  />.,*/ Section Southwest. 
Hospital Ship (a ) 46.4 2/ 14.13, to 41*30, 14.30
12.
Hospital Ship (3 ) 51.25, 15.00 to 41.30 15.00 
13.
S.L.125. SALADIN, PETUNIA, CROCUS, 51.46,

12.05 to 55.01, 10.00, 6.
K.M.F.2. PELICAN, 3 Sloops, 2 Gutters. 44.18, 23.42 to 40.55, 
16.30, 11^. 2
(C. in C. W.A. , 1355A/6) • A. JLX 0 . IN* hurt* IU $ £*■/<» 7-- « * y

SUFFOLK. My 1626/ 5. Sailing postponed in view of weather.
(C. in C. H.F., 1614A/6 to C.S.l A.C.W.A.,
London, Admty).

MATCHLESS. Expect MATCHLESS will be ready to sail 11th
November request H.F/D.F. calibration be 
included in programme.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1625/6).

MUSKETEER. Scapa arrival 1311 MUSKETEER. 
i-_»~ . ( A . c . o . s . ,  1635/6).

HOLDFAST. My 1227/26/10. Owing to unforeseen
circumstances loading cannot be completed until 
approx. 18th November.
(F.O.I.C. London, 1703A/6 to C. in C. Nore).

P .556 Intend to sail submarine P.556 for Portsmouth
<- p.m. 7th escorted by MANGROVE.

?N.0.1.C. Milford Haven, 172IA/6 to F.O.(S) 
(r ) C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. Portsmouth, 
Admty).

LONDON. C.S.I’s l603/5th sailed at 1115/6th.
(A.C.I.C. , 1815A/6 to C. in C. H.F. , A.C.O.S., 
(r ) C. in C. W.A. , Admty. A.O.C in C. C.C. 
SUFFOLK).

/SEVERN.. .
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements - Contd.
Sailed at 1841A/6 H.M. S/M SEVERN escorted by 
SKATE replacing SABRE. Codeword "Familiar". 
S.3's 1159A/3 and 1710A/5 refers.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1928A/6 to A. I.G.220 etc).

Trawlers to return to Iokanka immediately. 
Further instructions will follow.(S.B.N.0 . Archangel, 2214A/6 to CAPE ARGONA, 
CAPE MARIAT0 , ST. KENAN (R) S.B.N.O. North 
Russia, Admty. C. in C. H .F., Admiral Miles, 
S.O. 6th M/F).

Operations.
My 1625A/5 "Device" returned owing to weather. 
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 0126a /6 to C. in C. 
Portsmouth, (R) Admty. C. in C. Plymouth,
N.O.I.C. Dartmouth).

Your 1319/5. "Sapper" arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 0824^/6 to C. in C. Plymouth). 
Destroyer patrols not required tonight Friday.
(C. in C. Nore, 1048A/6 to Capt. (D) l6th D.F. , Capt. (D) 

21, D.F., N.O.I.C. Humber, Harwich, Yarmouth, S.E.E.C.C.D., 
WINDSOR, WHITSHED, WORCESTER, MONTROSE, COTTESMORE, HOLDERNESS, 
KITTIWAKE, SHELDRAKE).

M.L. patrol tonight November 6th.
2. Forces employed. M.L. 186 (S.O.) 180 and 259*3. patrol. 7 miles 06fj° and 245° from position 105° fitart 
20 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-boats.
5. Information. Own. W.P. 244 passes Dart Buoy 1700/6
to eastward. Combined operation craft will pass Portland Bill 
to westward from approx. 0300/6 onwards landing at Bridport at 

— daylight.— ^FERNIE patrolling to southward as cover.
Enemy. E-boats may work from Cherbourg or Guernsey.
6. Execution. Proceed at 1715/6 to patrol. Leave patrol at 
daylight and proceed to Falmouth passing through position 180° 
start 4 miles.
7. Codeword "Obstacle". Collective call sign 3 F 0 V.

------}(C. in C. Plymouth, 1331-/6 to M.L., 186, 180, 259,
(R) N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, F.O.I.C. Falmouth, F.O.I.C. Portland,
C. in C. Portsmouth, Admiralty, Escorts W.P.244)*
Note. Patrol was cancelled by C. in C. Plymouth 1721A/6.

Chasseurs 15 (S.O.) and 10 are to patrol tonight 6/7 
November between E A 5 Buoy and 50° 25' N., 00° 00’ codeword 
"Advent".

Part of Force J are exercising during night proceeding 
>. from Needles to Bridport with FERNIE patrolling 6 miles 
Southward of their route.

•*"MALLARD and*TIGRIS arrive E A 5 from eastward 0800/7th November. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1440A/6 to X. D.O. East (R 

Admty. C. in C. Plymouth, V.a . Dover, F.O.I.C. Portland,
N.O.I.C. Newhaven, D.l., HORNET, FERNIE, Tangmere, Thorney 
Island, S.O. Force J).

>Southerly gale expected. Cancel my 1331A/6/11 weather 
permitting you will be sailed for Falmouth a.m. tomorrow 
Saturday.

(M.L. 186, 180, 239 (R) N.O.I.C. Dartmouth F.O.I.C. 
Falmouth, F.O.I.C. Portland C. in C. Portsmouth, Admty).

/Dover...

War Diary.

SEVERN,
SKATE.

CAPE ARGONA, 
CAPE MAHEATO, 
ST. KENAN.

Patrols.
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Friday.

Patrols
Contd.

Operations>. />,..
Dover Dispositions for night of 6/7 November.
M. Ls.450 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between 
Dumpton and N.E. Spit Buoys. E.T.D., 1815.
E.T.R. 0745/7. M.Ls. 143 (S.O.) and 138 near 
C.l. Buoy. ^TIGRIS escorted by^MALLARD Westbound 
E.T.A. off Dover 1910.* <. M • » . % / »„
(V.A. Dover, 1807A/6).

Sullom Voe arrivals CHIDDINGFOLD, LEDBURY, 
MIDDLETON.
(N.O.I.C. Lerwick, 1050A/6).
Intend sailing OAKLEY a.m. 7th to Sullom Voe to 

relieve CHIDDINGFOLD in operation S.E.
2. CHIDDINGFOLD to leave Sullom Voe a.m./8th for Aberdeen for 
boiler cleaning.
3. As it is uncertain whether CASTLETON's propeller can be 
duplicated at Rosyth in time to enable her provide escort for 
TJALDUR sailing from Aberdeen 1800/10 to Faeroes and return 
request Home Fleet destroyer may be detailed for this duty. 
(A.C.O.S. , 1515A/6 to C. in C. H.F. , C. in C. Rosyth,
(R) CASTLETON R.A.D.H.F. , N.O.I.C. Aberdeen, N.O.I.C. Faeroes, 
N.O.I.C. Lerwick, OAKLEY, CHIDDINGFOLD).

OAKLEY is to proceed passing Sritha Gate at 0800 7th to 
Sullom Voe.
2. Speed is to be adjusted so as to arrive in day but if 
weather prevents this OAKLEY is to proceed to Lerwick for night 
and on to Sullom Voe on Sunday 8th.
3. On arrival OAKLEY takes over from CHIDDINGFOLD as S.O. 
Destroyers in operation S.E.
4. Turn over in harbour is essential.
5. OAKLEY acknowledge and repeat in due course E.T.A..
Sullom Voe.

(A.C.O.S., 1815/6 to OAKLEY, CHIDDINGFOLD, (R) C. in C. 
H.F. , C. in C. Rosyth, F.O.C. D/F H.F. , N.O.I.C. Lerwick).

My 1515/6th. OAKLEY may be prevented by weather from 
arriving Sullom Voe before Sunday, 8th. In this event or if 
you are operating at sea when she arrives you should not leave 
until you have turned over to OAKLEY in harbour.
(2) On completion of turn over you are to sail for Aberdeen 
adjusting speed so as to arrive in daylight 9th or 10th as 
applicable.

(A.C.O.S., 1915A/6 to CHIDDINGFOLD, (R) C. in C. H.F.,
C. in C. Rosyth, N.O.I.C. Aberdeen N.O.I.C. Lerwick).

My P.C. and S. at 2300 BXJB 54.20 310 6 knots.
(CHIDDINGFOLD, 2300A/6).

Operation
S.E.

TIGRIS.

A  '!'* ■  v a.. Ar̂ -c •

My 0035/2 para.l After (A) add position 
50° 14’ N., 2° 15’ W. Amend position (b ) 
to read 180° start point 29'.
(S.5*» H I 6A/6  to C. in C. Portsmouth (R)
F.O.S. C. in C. Fore, F.O.I.C. Portland H.Q.C.C., 
H. Q. F.C. , H. Q. B.C. , C. in C. Plymouth S.3« > Admty 
F.O.I.C. Falmouth).

/Blockade
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Operations*. 77: ~

(l) Reported at 1100/6th 6000 merchant ship in 
044° (?044°) 58' 005° 10’ course 270° speed 
12 knots proceed to intercept bombing 
restrictions extended.
(F.O.S., 1141A./6 to UNBEATEN (R) H. Q.C.C.,
C. in C. Plymouth).

My 1141/6th aircraft report enemy merchant ship at 1221A 
6th in 044° 46’ 005° 43' Course 270° speed 10 knots.

(F.O.(S), 1334A./6 to UNBEATEN).
My 1141. Position at 1340 044° 56’ 005° 58’ W. speed may 

be reduced.
Three aircraft strikes have been arranged in Bay of Biscay area. 

(F.O.(S) 1522A/6 to UNBEATEN).
If no contact has been made with enemy by dawn 7th November 

proceed to patrol vicinity of 045° 01’ 007° 59'.
(F.O.C. S/Ms 2109A/6 to UNBEATEN (R) Admty. C. in C. 

Plymouth, H.Q.C.C.)
Cancel my 2109A/6 (Gr.32).
(F.O.S. , 2256A/6 to Admty. (R) Whitehall W.T. )

Blockade
Runner.

Altenfiord 
area S/M 
patrol.
Orders for 
P.312, P.216.

J ̂

13
F.O.(S) 1926/3 not to all addressees. Request 
you will sail:

P.312 at 1300A/7th through position 
090° Out Skerries five miles (B) 068° 59’ 

008° 01’ E. (C) 071° 02’ 015° E.
(D) 071° 15’ N., 020° 01’ E., thence to patrol 
in Russian Zone two A East of 024° E.
(2) P. 216 at l800A/7th through positions:

(A) (B) and (c) thence through position (e ) 070° 53* 019°
59' E. to patrol in Russian Zone two A West of 024° E.
(3) Submarines to proceed on the surface at C.O’s discretion 
until position (C) thence dive by day.
(4) Repeat back positions (A) to (E).
(Capt. (S) 9 1235A/6 to S.O.(S) Lerwick, (R) H. Q.C.C., F.O.(S)
A. C.O.S., C. in C. Rosyth, C. in C. Home Fleet).

Part company with F.S. LA CAPRICIEUSE when south of 
Sumburgh Head and proceed independently with despatch as 
follows A. H.M.S. Sub. p.312 through position (X) 06l° 01’ 
000° 02’ W. to patrol position 062° 30’ 005° 33' E.
B. H.M. Sub. P.216 through position (X) (Y) 06l° 40’ 004° 10’ 
E. (Z) 062° l6' 004° 18’ E. to patrol position 062° 25’ 005 
08' E.
C. Object cruisers and above*
D. Submarines are to dive by day when within 60 miles of
Norwegian coast.
E. Patrol Areas are divided by line 315° through position 
midway between patrol position.
F. Attention is called to Notice to Mariners 905 (T)/42
and A.M. Q. Z.X.471. „ , .

(F.O.C. S/Ms 1852A/6 to P.312, P.216, (R) F.S. LA 
CAPRICIEUSE, Admty. C. in C. H.F., A.C.O.S. Capt. (S) 3rd S.F. 
Capt. (S) 9th S.F. S/0 S/Ms Lerwick).

Protocol. Finished.
(N.O.I.C. Swansea 1615A/6).

/Operation...
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Operations - Contd.
My 1338/29/10. Add new para. 10.
In event of a red warning occuring during hours 
of darkness, crews have been instructed to 
remain stopped until the "All Clear" is sounded. 
This does not apply between Margate and Swale 
Boom.
(C. in C. Nore, 1220A/6 to A.S. Chatham,

Cdre Sheerness, F.O.I.C. London, N.C.S.O. Thames, R.N.O. 
Margate, R.N.O. Whitstable R.N.O. Gravesend, S.E.C.O. Eastco. 
No.l A.A. Group, No.11 A.A. Group London District U5th Divn, 
13U Brigade, Essex Sub Area, (R) C.C.O., Admty).

My 1U40/6. Force "J" exercise cancelled. FERNIE remain 
at Yarmouth at immediate notice*

(C. in C. Portsmouth, l8i+5/6 to X.D.O. (E))

War Diary.

Operation
"Blanket".

Allied Air Operations.
Attack on P.C. and S. of 3 Destroyers 1 Merchant vessel
blockade Psn. 1+6° 10’ N., 5° 59* W. course 270° speed
runner. 8 knots.

(A/C 3 R.C.F. , 1610/6).
Am engaging enemy ships 3 destroyers 1 merchant 
vessel large.
(A/C 3 R.C.F. 1611/6).
Enemy has altered course li|0°.
(A/C 3 R.C.F. 1616/6).

Enemy Air Operations.
Orkneys. Eneny A/C believed to by Ju.88 sighted over

Sanday below 1000 feet proceeding south westerly. 
(A.C.O.S., 1550A/6).
My 1550A/6. This Ju.88 was seen at 15^8 

orbiting south of Sanday at about 200 feet. It then flew S.E. 
plotted 5 miles south of Sumburgh at 1558. At 1603 Sumburgh 
saw Ju.88 plotted to north of Shetlands and away to S.E. 
Photographs most improbable.
(A.C.O.S., 181+OA/6 to Admty).

Enemy A/C Wreckage of Ju.88 found in approx. 06U° 15’ N.
crashed. 021° 21’ W. Three bodies recovered. Presume

aircraft crashed as result ofdamage from 
contact with U.S. fighter. My 1805/I8th October
(A.C.I.C., 2115A/6 to Admty).

Mining.
Thames One ground mine detonated (a ) 1037/5/11 by
Estuary. M.M.S.^5 051° W., Barrow Beacon 2.6 miles. (E)

Red 170° l£ cables. (F) On Pulse Blue to 
Starboard.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 09^0/6).

/HARRIER...
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Mining, - Contd.

HARRIER, HARRIER and GLEANER are not to operate north
GLEANER. of position G.

(S.B.N.0. Archangel 1016A/6 to S.O. M/F No. 4 
(r ) GLEANER, S.B.N.0. North Russia, Admty.
C. in C. H.F. , Admiral Miles, and S.B.N.O. 
North Russia, 2017A/6 to S.B.N.O. Archangel).

Enemy Intelligence.

6 M.T.Bs. P.C. and S. of 6 enemy M.T.Bs. is 47° 4' N. ,
5° 20’ W., 180° 20 knots.
(172 Sqdn. 19GP 0155/6).

Blockade
Runner

P.C. and S. of one merchant vessel (6,000 tons) 44° 58' N., 5° 10' W., course 270° 12 knots. 
(A/C C/3 6PRJ 1100/6).

1+ M.T.Bs. 4 Motor torpedo boats bearing 300° distance 10
miles. Course 360° position 43» 20 N., 540 W. 
(A/C C/S 6 PRG 1111/6 to 19 Gp).
1 Merchant Vessel bearing 055° distant 7 miles 
course 13 5, speed 11 knots. My position 0.33 
HYTH 62 (indecypherable)
(H.Li. Ship at sea, 1810A/6 to Whitehall VV/T).

U-boats.

U/B reports. Inconclusive D/F bearings on 44-12 k/cs at 
2347/5 G. M.T. suggest that a U-boat may be 
anywhere within 75 miles of 42° 00* N., 17° 00* W 
(D.D.I.C. , 0140A/6 to Escorts of K.X. 5, (R)

C. in C. W.A., F.O.C.N.A., H.Q.C.C.)
D/F bearings on 4412 k/cs at 0431Z/6 indicate U-boat any

where within 50 miles of 45° 00’ N., 11° 30’ W.
(D.D.I.C., 0616A/6 to S/Ms on Patrol, South of 51° N. , 

F.O.(S) H.Q.C.C.)

K.M.F.2 A.M. 1740A/5. There has been no subsequent
U/B report. indication that shadowing continued. Admty.

appreciation is K.M.F.2 is at present clear of 
shadowers.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 1020A/6 to Escorts of K.M.F.2).

Navigational.
Owing to the risk of collision between 
independently routed ships proceeding to Humber 
and H.M. Ships on passage north during the 
winter months it is desired to re-introduce the 
inshore route between Humber and Flamborough 
Head for the use of independently routed 
fishing trav/lers fish carriers and minor war

Inshore route, 
Humber to 
Flamborough 
Head.

merchant ships 
vessels.

/2. ..
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Navigational.
Inshore route, 2. Following route is proposed. From 53° 33’ 
Humber to 36" N., 00° 21' 36" E. to 53° 54’ 52" N.,
Flamborough 00° 03’ 06" W. , thence to No.17 Buoy.
Head. Contd. Vessels proceeding between Humber and the north

to proceed between H.7 buoy and 53° 39' N.,
00° 13’ 12" E.

3. Request lighted buoys may be established in (A) 53° 39’ N. 
00° 15’ 12" E. (B) 53° 54' 52" N., 00° 03' 06" W.
4. This route is sufficiently far offshore to enable 
shipping to proceed during dark hours.
(C. in C. Nore, 1224A/6 1729A/6 to Admty).

Wick.

PRINCE
CHARLES.

Wick Harbour closed through weather 1430/6/11. 
(R.N.0. Wick, 1435A/6).
Casualties & Defects.
Admiralty’s 1448A/5 not to C. in C. Portsmouth, 
propose PRINCE CHARLES be sailed to reach 
London Graving Dock, Poplar on l6th November. 
(S.0. Force J., 1108/6 to C.C.0.)

d af foV d i l,
PRINCESS

IRIS.

2* C• in C• 
when vessels

Reference Admty 1128/22/10 and C.C.0. 1842/31/10 
neither to all addressees.
Regret that owing to weather and unforseen 
delays DAFFODIL and PRINCESS IRIS may not now be 
available to commence refit before about 21Sh 
November.

Portsmouth is requested to report earliest date 
may be expected at Greenock.

3* S.O.A.S.C. is requested to arrange for landing craft to 
be disembarked from both vessels on arrival.
(C.C.0., 1317A/6).

H.28 Commodore Londonderry 0126/5 not to all
addressees. H.M. S/M H. 28 can be taken in 
hand for permanent damage repairs by the 
Ardrossan Dockyard Co. Docking cannot commence 
until the 13th November.
(D.O.D. (H) 1449A/6).
S.7 0935A/6. It is not intended to sail H. 28
for Clyde until weather moderates. Further 
signal will be made. My 1801A/5 refers.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1614A/6).

X.3 F.O.S. 1844/5* Proposal approved. A. S.
Portsmouth is requested to pass F.O.S. 1844/5 
to C. in C. Portsmouth.
(D.O.D. (H) 1500A/6 to F.O.S.)

/NICOLENE...
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NICOLINE, 
PAXIDANE.

Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
Reference A.M.1834A/5 both these vessels were 
in good order when leaving Humber. Satisfactory 
speed trials were carried out prior to 
leaving. Request information as to the nature 
of the defects which have developed since 
departure.
(P.O. Humber, 2200A/6 to Admty).

Operation 
F. B.
CHULMLEIGH.

Shipping & Convoys.
Following has been read from CHULMLEIGH - 
S O S  Struck reef off South Cape Spitsbergen 
making water rapidly.
(A.C.I.C., 0318/6 to Admty).
Your 1957/4th. Russians have cancelled further
westbound sailings. DONBASS left by Elushaya 

1340A/4th but has been recalled. Admiralty pass to 
H.Q.C.C.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1016A/6 to Admty).

Operation SB. Admiralty’s 1817/4* DALDYCH and BRIARWOOD 
arrived Reykjavik at 0930/6th.

(A.C.I.C. , 1241A/6).

S.C.107 CELANDINE and ARVTDA escorting one ship
L..*... h . / ‘rtf. STOCKPORT, U.S. Tanker GAUCER, and U.S. Tugs

*PUSSACUR and UNCAfi from S.C.107. Boom at 0400Z/ 
6 060° (?05*) N., 029° 17’ W. 060° 9.5 knots.
Ships have approx. 500 survivors and 10 cot cases. Details 
later. E.T.A. Reykjavik 1800Z/7th weather report 5872 3353* 
(CELANDINE, 0415Z/6 to A.C.I.C. (R) Admty. C. in C. W.A. ,
C.T.24 C.T.24.7 C.T.24.6, Connav). * * * / - .

A.T.28 My 0456/28/10. Para. 3. Embarkation has been 
delayed by one day.
(D.S.T., 0442A/6 to P.S.T.O. Scottish Ports).

W.S.25 P. My 0312/31/0ct. not to D.S.T.O. Belfast. 
Following amendments to embarkation programme 
of W.S.25 P are notified.
(D.S.T., 0443A/6).

E.M.S.3 Your 1715A/5 Para. (1) arrived Clyde.
(F. 0.1.C* Greenock, 08I|4a/6 to C. in C. W.A.)

Terminal 1. Loch Ewe will replace Oban as terminal of
of E.N./W.N. E.N./W.N. convoys.
Convoys. 2. E.N.59 is to run to Loch Ewe.

3. W.N. 59 will run from Loch Ewe.
5. Reversion to previous route will be ordered 
by signal. For present Oban route as far 
as applicable is to be followed.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1011A/6).

/l£.M.S. 3* • •
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
K.M.S.3. (A) 8 M.T. Vessels. (B) 1130A/6th until O730A/7.

(C) 2. (D) 1130A/6th Bar L.V. Standard route to
Clyde E.T.A. 0730A/7th. (E) 500 k/cs Conshore.
(F) Empire I. (G) 9i knots.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1052A/6 to A.O.C. No.9 
Group A.O.C. No. 13 Group, R.A.F. Northern 
Ireland. (R) F.C.H.Q., N.O.I.C. Belfast Admty.
C. in C. W.A., F.O.I.C. Greenock).

R/V 270° Skerryvore 10 miles at l600Z/9th Nov. R/V 
1200Z/10th 055° 40' N., 011° 36' W. R/V 1200Z/11 054° 32' N. 
016° 19’ W.

(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1110A/6 to N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, N.C.S.O. 
Mersey (Liverpool) (R) Admty. C. in C. Western Approaches 
F.O.I.C. Greenock).

(A) 5 M.T. Vessel. (B) 1230A/6th until 0830A/7th.
(C) 11 (D) 1230A/6th Bar L.V. standard route to Clyde E.T.A.
0830A/7th. (E) 500 K/cs Conshore. (f ) Empire 2. (G) 9i knots.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1230A/6 to A.O.C. No. 9 Group,
A.O.C. No. 13 Group, R.A.F. Northern Ireland, (R) F.C.H.Q..
N.O.I C. , Belfast, Admty. C. in C. W.A., F.O.I.C. Greenock).

K.M.S.3» Intend to sail MYOSOTIS escorting 3 merchant 
ships 1200A/7th for R/V 270° Skerryvore 10 miles in accordance 
with C. in C. W.A. 1018/lst para. 3 balance being ships delayed 
from my 1558/4th E.T.A. R/V 1700A/8th. S. of A. 8^ knots. 
Codeword "Funnel". Help call on 385 k/cs Mail for MYOSOTIS 
to continue at Liverpool.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1242A/6 to C. in C. W.A., (R) N.O.I.C. 
Greenock, N.O.I.C. Londonderry, HYOSOTIS, BLACK SWAN, C. in C. 
H.F., C.C.H.Q., C.T.G.24.7 P.C.H.Q. , Capt. (D) Liverpool,
Admty. N.O.I.C. Belfast).

K.M.S.3* Request fighter protection.
(A) 3 Merchant ships escorted by one corvette (B) Rock Light 
1030A/7th to Skerryvore 1700A/8th (c) 2 (d) Normal E.T.L.
Bar L.V. 1030A Monday to R/V 270° Skerryvore 10 miles 1700A/8th. 
(E) 385 k/cs Conshore (F) Funnel (G) 8. knots at R/V Funnel 
Becomes Redbreast.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1244A./6 to H. Q. 19 Group, H. Q. 13 Group 
F.C.H.Q. , R.A.F., Northern Ireland (R) Admty. C. in C. W.A. , 
N.O.I.C. Belfast, N.O.I.C. Greenock BLACK SWAN, MYOSOTIS, 
C.C.H.Q.)

My 1738/5th. All Liverpool ships sailed Clyde today 
except JAMES MONROE who will be sailing in company EMPIRE FOAM 
escorted by MYOSOTIS November 7th to R/V off Skerryvore. 

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1503A/6).
My 1242/6th and 1244/6. Reduce number of merchant ships 

from 3 to 2 and in my 1244/6th para, (d) amend E.T.D. Bar L.V. 
from 1030A/7th to 1200A/7th MYOSOTIS will be supplied with 
copy A.M. 2303/1.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1512A/6 to as formers).
Sailing postponed 24 hours. Amend R/V given in A.M.2303/1 

to read A. 270°. Oversay 6 miles at 0900Z/9.
2. Loch Ewe and Liverpool ships which cannot be sailed to 
Clyde in time for convoy conference should be sailed to new R/V 
accordingly.

(D.O.D. (M) 1835A/6 to C. in C. W.A. , F.O.I.C. Greenock, 
F.O.I.C. Liverpool N.O.I.C. Loch Ewe (R) N.C.S.O. Clyde,
N.C.S.O. Mersey, N.C.S.O. Aultbea, Com. Londonderry H.Q.C.C.,
C. in C. H.F. , F.O.C.N.A. , H.Q.F.C.)

/A. M.. .
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Shipping & Convoysw _ ^ w_7I~.
A.M. 1331/30 October. Para. 1 Section G.
Delete the words "Also one or two oilers'*.
Add CARDIUM.
2. N.O.I.C. Loch Ewe is requested to sail CARD
IUM as requisite to Jpin convoy at Oversay R/V. 

(D.O.D. (H) 181+7A/6 to C. in C. W.A., N.O.I.C. Loch Ewe,
N.C.S.O. Aultbea) •

K.M.S.3. Intend sailing convoy first ship passing Clyde 
Boom 143QA/8 to R/V with Liverpool and Loch Ewe portions at 
1000A/9th in 270° Oversay 6 miles thence in accordance with 
A.M. 2303A/1 Codeword Redbreast.

(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 22I4J4A/6 to Admty (R) C. in C. W.A.,
C. in C. H.F., N.O.I.C. Liverpool, N.O.I.C. Aultbea, F.O.C.N.A., 
H.Q.C.C., A.0.C.15th Group C.C.)

K.M.S.3Contd.

Instructions As from 0001/15 A.M. 2108A/20/2 amended by A.M. 
for neutral 2125A/29/9 latter not to all addressees, is 
merchant cancelled. Neutral merchant ships (other than
ships etc. those sailing in British or U.S. Convoys or

employed in the coasting trade between U.K. ports) 
British deep-sea fishing vessels and all 

foreign fishing vessels arriving in the U.K. must, before 
proceeding to their destinations, call at one of the following 
ports for search:-
St. Helens Roads for Portsmouth or Southampton. Falmouth or 
Weymouth for all other South Coast ports.
Milford Haven for Milford Haven. Fishguard for port Talbot 
and Bristol Channel ports to the westward thereof except 
Milford Haven and for Fishguard.
Barry Roads for Bristol Channel ports eastward of Port Talbot. 
Fleetwood for Fleetwood, Heysham, Barrow and Millom.
?/orkington for Cumberland ports except Millora.
Brodick Bay for Ayr. Troon, Irvine and Ardrossan Holyhead, 
Rothesay or Belfast for all other West coast or Northern Ireland 
ports.
Rothesay for East Coast ports (other than for fishing vessels) 
Thurso (Kirkwall if weather is unsuitable) or Scalloway, 
Shetlands for fishing vessels proceeding to East Coast ports.
(D. of L.D., 1255A/6 to A.I.G. 12 and 19 A.C.I.C.)

K.X.6 Sailed H.M.S. HYDERABAD, HONEYSUCKLE, OXLIP,
Codeword“princess" in accordance with C. in C.
W.A. , 1524A./31/10 not to all addressees.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 192l»A/6 to F.O.I.C. Milford 
Haven, (r ) C. in C. W.A. , Admty. R.A.(M) Capt.
(D) Greenock, F.Os. in Charge Belfast, Liverpool)

Depth Until a satisfactory stowage has been devised the
charges. number of depth charges embarked in tankers for

supply to escorts is to be limited to the number 
which can in the opinion of the Master be safely 
stowed with existing facilities.
(D.T.D., 2018A/6 to F.O.I.C. Greenock, B.R.L.O. 
New York).

/Convoy
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The following ships will be ready to leave U.K# 
on 13th November
Clyde Section A. STRATHAIRD, EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA 
STRATHALLAN,BERGENSFIORD, WINDSOR CASTLE,
NEA HELLAS, DUCHESS OF YORK, LEOPOLDVILLE, OROl 

STAFFORDSHIRE,ORION, SCYTHIA, COAMO.
Section 0. MARIPOSA, RANGITIKI, VILLE D'ANVERS.
Liverpool Section A,CHRISTIAN HUYGENS.
Section O.ESPERANCE BAY, ANDES.
2. All ships have a speed of 15 knots except ESPERANCE BAY 
lk% knots and RANGITIKI Ik knots.
3» Escort will be provided by (a) l+2nd Escort Group,WESTON 
WELLINGTON, FOLKESTONE, TOTLAND, GORLESTON*!, (b)*AZALEA and 
WAVENEY. * ^
L-. Admiralty will promulgate route. J
5« F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to convene convoy 
conference a.m./13th November.
6. C. in C. W.A. is requested (a) to provide escorts as in 
para. 3 (a). (b). To arrange sailing of Clyde and Liverpool
ortions to R/V off Oversay.
D.O.D. (H), 20l|lA/6).

War Diary.

Convoy 
K. MF. 3
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North Atlantic.
A.M. 2246A/5. Further bearings give position of 
U-boat as anywhere within 90 miles of 33° 30’ N. 
23° 00’ W.
(D.D.I.G. 0402A/6 to F.O.C.N.A.)

T.C.A.ll. 1 (a) 3rd June a.m. and p.m.
(b) 4 H. (c) W A W R 2. 3rd June p.m.
(b) 1 0 (c) W F.
(n .G.X.F. 0728A/6 to F.O.H. (r ) ARGUS, K.M.S.I.A. 
K.M.S.I.O.)

You should be escorting TON 2 Serial 61 who will be patrolling 
within 25 miles of position HH (see TON 1 Appendix A.M.O. B). 
Proceed to this position at best speed and search. If serial 61 
is not found by sunset tonight Friday it is important that you 
should remain within 8 miles of coast of Spain until dawn 7th 
Nov. to be in harbour at 1000A/7th.

(F.O.C.N.A. 0740A/6 to LOUISBURG.)
"Torch'1 797 N.C. L" paras 6 and 7 not held by all S/Ms.

P.54 and URSULA are to proceed to dive by day after daylight D 
day to vicinity position 036° 38’ N. 002* 20’ W. 037° 59* 000°
20’ W. respectively to arrive about 1200Z/25th 2300Z respectively 
on D day. Submerged bombing restriction will be arranged 
accordingly.

(Capt. (S) 8 1002A/6 to 8th S/M F. (R) N.C.X.F., N.G.C.N.T.F.)

War Diary.

U/B by D/F.

Operation 
"Torch”.

One Swordfish arrived.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0900A/6 to AVE1TGER. )

2 French submarines escorted by surface vessels 
passed Straits eastbound today.
(Capt. (S) 8 0910A/6 to STURGEON.)

Am over enemy S/M in 36° 48’ N. 0° 9’ W. Enemy 
S/M previously reported was sighted on surface 
and observed to submerge, when first sighted was 
on course 136° speed 12 knots.
(A/C C/S TRIV 0925/6.) •

Have attacked enemy with depth charges.
(A/C C/S TRIV 0935/6.) „ . .Am over enemy S/M in position 36° 30' N. 0̂  2 W. S/M pre

viously reported was on surface, when first sighted was on course 
270° speed 6 knots.

(A/C C/S TRIT 0927/6.)Have attacked enemy S/M with depth charges. S/M has dived in 
36° 30’ N. 0° 2 ’ W.

Enemy submarine9previously reported has surfaced and subse
quently observed to submerge.

(A/C C/S TRIT 1015/6.)

AVENGER.

2 French 
S/Ms.

U/B reports 
& attacks.

/Am ...
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Am over submarine in 37° 24’ N. 1° 26' E. 
Submarine was previosly sighted on surface and 
observed to submerge. Y/hen first sighted was 
on course 245° speed 15 knots.
(A/C C/S TRIV 1036/6, 1037/6.)

Have attacked enemy with bombs dive.
(A/C C/S TRIV 1045/6.)
Enemy S/M previously reported has surfaced. Was pre

viously sighted on surface and observed to submerge.
(A/C C/S TRIV 1115/6.)

U/B reports GFG V UAZC. Am over enemy S/M in position 
& attacks. 36° 42’ N. 0° 37* W. Enemy previously reported

was sighted on surface and observed to submerge 
when first sighted was on course 270° estimated 
speed 8 knots.
(A/C UAZO 1400Z/6 to G.F.G.)

Am over enemy submarine in position 36° 42* N. 0° 37' W. 
enemy submarine sighted on surface and observed to submerge 
course 270 speed 8.

(A/C C 1400Z/6.)
Am over enemy s/m in 36° 30' N. 0° 30' W. enemy S/M sighted 

on surface and observed to submerge course 270 speed 8.
(A/C 2 1440/6.)
Am over enemy submarine in 38° 20' N. 2° 30' E. Previously 

sighted on surface and observed to submerge. Course 210° 10 knots.
(A/C C/S 7?2A 1503/6.)
Have attacked enemy S/M with depth charges. S/M has 

device in position C.Z.J.T. 2030.
(A/C C/S UAIA 1520A/6.)
Am over enemy submarine in 36° 10’ W. 3° 19' W. Enemy 

previously reported was sighted on surface and observed to 
submerge. When first sighted was on course 090° speed 8 knots.

(UAIG 1525/6 to G.F.G.)
Have attacked enemy with bombs level estimate no hits.
(A/C C/S UA3A 1625A/6.)
Am over enemy S/M in position 37° 33’ N. 0° 33’ E. course 

472° 2 knots.
(A/C C/S UAIA No T.0.0/6.)

Your 0915A/6th my 2 Z 5th refers. My P.C.and 
S. at 0900Z 034° 25’ N. (?012°) 30' W. 075° 8 
knots amended 7E.T.A. 0900Z/8th.
(COWSLIP 0930Z/6 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Admty. 1827/26th Oct. not to all addressees. 
Convoy K.X.5 is to proceed to Gibraltar at full 
speed on route ordered. BLEAN is to report 
E.T.A. Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 1105/6 to Escort K.X.5, (r ) Escort, 
K.M.S. 2 K.M.F. 2, F.O.C.N.A., Admty.)

Detach FLAMINIAN and VOLTURNA for Lisbon (Lisboa) escorted 
by one trawler who is to escort to limit of territorial waters 
then proceed at best speed to Gibraltar.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1633A/6 to Escort K.X.5 for Commodore.)
/K.M.F.2 ...

COWSLIP.
/« £•

l 1̂ . 7^J
K.X.5.

b •i*

Y/ar Diary.

U/B reports 
& attacks 
(contd.)
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K.M.F.2. Your 1832/5th not to F.O.O.N.A. C. in G. W.A.,

C. in C. H.F. Intend sailing*ESCAPADE to join 
K.M.F.2 tomorrow 7th. If 3 Hunts with K.M.S.2 

have been able to fuel at sea intend to send (?3) to K.M.F.2 
as soon as K.M.S.2 has passed concentration of submarines now 
apparent in St. Vincent Gape Area.
(N.C.X.F. 1107A/6 to Admty. (r ) F.O.G.N.A., C. in G. W.A.,

CLYDE. Admty. 1545A/5th. Request you will sail CLYDE
as in S.10 L.B.G. 11 para 42.
(N.C.X.F. 1138A/6 to V.A. Malta (R) Capt. (s) 1, 
Gapt.(s) 8, Gapt.(s) 10, Admty., C. in G. Med. 
F.O.G.N.A., F.O.S.)

S/M Submarine seen on surface 20 miles west of
reports. Trafalgar Cape course south east 1045 G.M.T. today

A. 1.
(N.A. Lisbon 1209/6 to S.O.(l) Gib.)

ARGOLA. Following received from ARCOLA. Confirm. Am
returning by reverse route as used on passage to 
Las Palmas.
(Gibraltar W/T 1220/6.)

Blockade
breaker.

At 1100A/6 aircraft reported 1 merchant vessel 
(6000 tons) in 44° 58’ 05° 10* W. Go. 270°. 
(D.D.I.C. 1240A/6 to F.O.G.N.A., F.O.S., G. in 0. 
Plymouth, H.Q.C.C., Force Q.)

GRYFEVALE. In view of great improvement in water situation
at Gib. please hold GRYFEVALE in readiness to come 
to Gib. if and when required. (2) N.G.X.F.concur. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1245Z/6 to R.A.W. Af.)

Enemy To be decyphered by Officer specially detailed
Resistance. by you. Latest reliable information indicates

likelihood that full Army and Air Force resistance 
may be of minor nature only. Naval resistance 

is however expected to be strong. This particularly applies at 
Oran where the area is primarily under naval control; coast 
defences in French territory are usually Naval manned.
(2) Coast defences or ships opening fire must be dealt with 
promptly and vigorously but fire should cease when resistance has 
stopped and the greatest discretion exercised in fire on other
shore targets.(N.C.X.F. 1301A/6 to S.O. Force H., N.C.E.N.T.F., G.N.T.F., 
W.N.T.F., R.A.(A))

/Messages ...
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Messages.
Z Time 
to be used.

Following for Army and Air Commanders from 
C. in C. Effective at once. All addresses 
and signatures on messages in operation ’’Torch"
(from Eisenhower to all Task Force Commanders, 
C.G. Eastern Assault Force C.M.A. A.O.C. Eastern 

Air Command, C.G. 12th Air Force) will be buried in body of 
messages and will not be shown in clear P.D. Effective 0001Z 
Nov. 8th. 2 time only will be used in all messages and time 
will be followed by Suffix Z.
(N.C.X.F. 1315A/6 to N.C.W.N.T.F., N.C.C.N.T.F., N.C.E.N.T.F.)

Enemy Air 
Forces.

K.156 TON 1 appendix 2. Little change in 
French and Italian Air Forces. German long range 
bombers/ torpedo aircraft in Sicily and Sardinia 
probably considerably increased.
2. E.146 and K.147 are Basegram.
(N.C.X.F. 1331A/6 to S. and A. "Torch", All 
British S. and A. concerned in Operation "Torch".)

Situation
Report.

For Area X. Position 2001A/5th.
TRIBUNE 039° 55’ 011° 18’ on surface through 039c m  » r m  0 m »  t a s ° i q .01* 011° 01' thence 145‘

2. U.S. S/M SHAD patrol off Mehedia.
3. U.S. S/M GUNNEL patrol off Fedala.
4. U.S. S/M HERRING patrol off Casablanca.
5. U.S. S/M BARB patrol off Safi.
6. U.S. S/M BLACKFISH patrol off Dakar.
7. GUARDIAN, CYCLAMEN, ARMSRIA 31.58 14.48 through 34 (?34)
11.58 thence 327° 11.
8. BURDOCK 28.19 15.52 through 27.42 16.39 to 25.04 19.11 thence 
177 12.
9. JURA, RUSKHOLM, PORT STANLEY, 1 motor vessel 038° 20’ 009°
02' coastwise to Cape St. Vincent thence direct to Gibraltar 8.
10. COLTSFOOT 036° 10’ 018° 20' to R/V with K.M.S. 2 14.
11. Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO (2 corrupt
groups) in area between Canary Islands and Point 036° 01’ 30 02 .
12. K.M.F. 0. one AURORA, JA'IAICA, ABERDEEN, WISHART, WESTCOTT, 
VERITY, VELOX, BITER, SWALE,EXE,35.56. 06.10 through 180 
Tarifa? four thence 071° 12.
13. WALNEY. HARTLAND 35.56 06.08 to Gibraltar 15.
14. (?U) G.F. one 34.32 14.07 082° 12*.
15. K.X. five GLAISDALE,*BLEAN, five corvettes, four trawlers
39 43 14.54 through 38.55 14.40 thence 034 seven. * A '( ®
16. ’ K.M.S.2, LONDONDERRY, ESKDALE, ALBRIGHTON, H.M.S. CLEVELAND,
6 sloops, 2 cutters, 3 corvettes 36 (?10) 17.53 through 36.1.
17. NORFOLK^CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW, ORIBI, OFFA cruising north and
east 238. 35.01 24.01. , _. n o v r0 518. JAUNTY, LEYLAND, 2 M/Vs in tow o4.35 11.39 07o 5.
19. COWSLIP (E) 34.45 10.55 075 8 . P3 19« -,0 5 ° n  1 / 3 .• if* 20. K.M.F.2, PELICAN, 3 sloops, 2 gutters 4^25 2S. 19 125 /
H i  fStra^er?°S merchant ships 39° 50! 14° 43 direct to Lisbon,

yy'l533/6th.13 A M 6new3p l / 723. VENOMOUS off Spartel 
through 35.40 06.30 and 35.45 10.OS thence S36 15. 1—

(F.O.C.N.A. 1733A/6.) /Casablanca ...



MOST SECRET.

199
6 . 1 1 . 1 9 4 2 .
F r i d a y .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

N o r t h  A t l a n t i c  -  c o n t d .

C .B .  4096  E C a s a b la n c a  P a r t  6 p a g e  9 . C r e d i b l e  
r e p o r t  s t a t e s  c o n c r e t e  b l o c k s  o f  3 t o n s  sunk i n  
h a r b o u r  e n t r a b c e  r e d u c i n g  w id t h  t o  300 f e e t .
F u l l  d e t a i l s  n o t  r e p o r t e d .
( N .C .X .F .  1 3 4 2 /6  t o  W .N .T .F . )

S a i l  a t  1 7 0 0 Z /6 t h  t o  R /V  w i t h  c o n v o y  C . F . 7  i n  
2 9 .0 3  N . 2 1 . 4 8  Y/. a t  1 2 0 0 z / 9 t h  N o v .  and e s c o r t  

/VINDICTIVE and/HECLA t o  G ib r a l t a r .* * M A R N E  w i l l  
b e  s a i l e d  l a t e r  t o  j o i n  y o u .  P a s s  th r o m b i  

p o s i t i o n  (A )  3 5 .4 0  N. 0 6 . 3 0  W. and  ( b ) 3 5 . 4 5  N. 1 0 .0 2  W.
T h e n ce  d i r e c t  t o  R /V ,  S .O .A .  15 k n o t s .  L a s t  Q .K .A .  m essage  was 
*73 •
( N .C .X . F .  1 3 4 6 A /6 t o  VENOMOUS (R )  A d m ty . ,  N . C . W .N . T . F . , 
F .O .C .N .A .  C a p t . ( S )  8 ,  R .A .  W .A . ,  C . i n  C. W . A . , VINDICTIVE, 
HECLA, C . S . 1 5 . )  A />. l o i  .

Y/ar D ia r y ,

C a s a b la n c a .

C P 7 
* VENOMOUS.

D ak a r  P .R .U .  D a k a r  0 8 0 8 Z /6 t h  N ov . One c r u i s e r  has
R /C .  moved t o  o u t e r  h a r b o u r ,  one  su bm arin e  h as  s a i l e d ,

one  E la n  c l a s s  h a s  a r r i v e d .  Some smoke com in g  
f r o m  F r e n c h  B a t t l e s h i p  RICHELIEU and F r e n c h  S/M 

P a r e n t  s h i p  JULES VERNE. A d m ir a l t y  p a s s  t o  a d d r e s s e e s  o f  my 
2 3 3 7 z / 3 r d .
(R .A .W .A .  1 5 A 7 Z /6  t o  A d m ty . )  P a s s i n g  a c t i o n  ta k e n  i n  W.R.

F o r c e  Q. D /F  B e a r i n g s  on  1 1 0 6 8  k / c s  a t  1214Z i n d i c a t e
U -B o a t  may b e  i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  F o r c e  Q. 
( D . D . I . C .  1 6 1 0 A /6 t o  F o r c e  Q . , F . O .C .N . A . ,  
N . C . X . F . ,  (R )  R . A . W . A . F . , C o m in c h . )

ENTF German a i r c r a f t  have  r e p o r t e d  s i g h t i n g  a l a r g e
s i g h t e d .  N a v a l  f o r m a t i o n  o f f  Cape De G a ta .

( N .C .X . F .  1 6 1 0 A /6  t o  N .C .E .N .T .F .  (R )  S .O .  
F o r c e  H, R . A . A . H . F . ,  N .C .C .  N . T . F . )

TASAJERA,
GERANIUM.

MARNE,

To a v o i d  U -B o a t  s i g h t e d  i n  3 6 °  1 0 '  N. 0 3 °  19* W. 
a l t e r  c o u r s e  f o r t h w i t h  t o  p a s s  th r o u g h  p o s i t i o n  
J  J  t h e n c e  t o  R /V  as p r e v i o u s l y  o r d e r e d  b y  
N 0 C T F*
( N .C .X .F .  * 1 6 4 7 A /6  t o  TASAJERA, GERANIUM, (R )
SPIEEA, ULSTER MONARCH, N . C . C . T . F . ,  N . C . E . T . F . )

P r o c e e d  a t  0 8 0 0 Z /7 t h  t o  c o m p ly  w i t h  my 1 3 4 6 A /6 t t i .
S . o f  A . 18  k n o t s .  ( ? C onvoy m o v in g )  ( ? a s  f o l l o w s
f r o m )  ( c )  2 3 . 2 2  N. 2 0 .4 0  W. t o  ( d )  3 0 .0 1  N.
2 1 .5 9  W. S . o f  A. 1 2 ?  k n o t s .
( N .C .X .F .  1 7 0 6 A /6  t o  MARNE, (R )  A d m ty . ,  N .C .W .N .T .F ,  
F .O .C .N .A .  C a p t . ( s )  8 ,  R . A . W . F . , C. i n  C. W.A. 
VINDICTIVE, HECLA, VENOMOUS.)

/ S p e c i a l • • •
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North Atlantic - contd.
Admiralty recypher and pass to Task Force 34.11.
4 vicinity 34 N. 23 W. from numerous D/Fs.
One refuelling sub estimated same area. Possibly 
3 N.W. Canary Islands. Possibly 3 North Cape 
Verde Islands refuelling sub believed same area.
3 off Dakar. 8 estimated Lisbon to Casablanca 

not recently located, one locality 38 N. 10 W. by D/F 0613Z/6.
1 Italian 35 N. 14.30 W. by poor D/F 0037Z/6. 3 patrolling
area N. of Madeira. 4 estimated N.E. Azores. 3 Southbound area 
39 N. 14 W. 2 Northbound 17 N. 22 W. 34 N. 21 W. D/F activity 
moderate during last 24 hours with 6 transmissions. Atlantic 
Coast Morocco weather Friday and Saturday. Mostly cloudy 
becoming partly cloudy. Occasional light rain. Visibility 
12 miles. Northerly winds 14 knots gradually decreasing. Sea 
moderate. Swell northwest long moderate. Azores 1200Z Friday. 
Sea slight to moderate. Swell long low from north east with 
underlying south southwest two feet period 8 seconds. West
north-west winds 30 knots from Labrador to long. 20. Weather
coast of Morocco next five days. Mostly fair but partly 
cloudy to cloudy with scattered showers the first 2 days and 
again about Tuesday or Wednesday. Winds will be mostly 
moderate. Fresh at times. Probable directions variable 
becoming southwest Saturday. Southwest Sunday. Northwest 
becoming variable Monday. Variable on Tuesday becoming south
west on Wednesday. Cyclonic storm with strong northwest winds 
centred Iceland area moving east about Wednesday. Tropical 
storm northeast of Newfoundland Wednesday.
(Cominch 1709/6 to Admty.)
Passing action being taken by W.R.

FRESNEL, K.158. French S/Ms FRESNEL and ACTEON escorted
ACTION. by one destroyer passed through straits eastbound

at 1025Z/6th destination unknown.
(N.C.X.F. 1721A/6 to All British S. and A. 
concerned in operation "Torch", V.A. Malta.)

Special U/B 
estimate. 
Weather 
Forecast.

Air R/C. Following graded A.l. Eight Ju.88 active on
sea R/C Western Mediterranean. At 1335 one 
aircraft in 036° 17* N. 001° 32’ W. reported 
three units. At 1525 one aircraft reported 
landing at Algiers. Times G.M.T.
(V.A. Malta 1756A/6 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. 
Med. Admty., C.O.I.S. Alexandria.)

JAUNTY. Commences 0845Z speed 2 to 3 knots sea moderate
wind North East 4.
(JAUNTY 1845A/6 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/n i m b l e ...
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NIMBLE.
North Atlantic - contd.
Your 1221/4. Tug NIMBLE is the only available 
vessel likely to suit your requirements and she 
will be sailed with K.X.6 on 8th Nov.
2. Request you will sail MASTADONTE for U.K. on 
completion of repairs.
(D.O.D.(H) 1851A/6 to N.C.X.F. 65 (r ) F.O.C.N.A.)

Tankers. Your 1723/29 and 1538/28. ESSO GETTYSBURG 
completed discharge. Have space for one 
tafc-ker. Propose to discharge NORLYS and 
retain CLIONA. Request destination NORLYS. 
(V.A.C.N.A. 1902A/6 to Admty.)
Reply: 1720/7.

U/B
UTMOST.

/>. X/O

R/C shows U-Boat in position 036° 20' N. 018°
00' E. at 1752A (?6th) course 310° 10 knots. 
UTMOST move to 37.53 N. 15.44 E. by 0700/7th Nov. 
(Capt. S.10 1916A/6 to UNA, UTMOST (R) C. in C. 
X.F., C. in C. Med. Fleet, Capt. (S) 1.)

French
shipping.

—  fi 0- ô .
Gibraltar 1412. Armed trawler*LA SETOISE,
SS AEEN, CARTHAGE, both full, ERIDSN, laden, 
MONTAIGNE light,barrels and cattle, Trawler 
CAPITAINE ARMAND, eastbound.
(S.O.(l) Gibraltar 1945A/6 to Admty.)

P.217. Cancel para 1 of my 1836/5. (2) P.217 is to 
proceed to waiting position in the vicinity of 
043° 01' 006° 59' E.
(3^ P.217 may encounter P.222 and P.219.
(4) Further instructions for P.217 follow. 
(Capt. (S) 8 1958A/6 to 8th S/M F.)

Operation 
"Torch’'.

K.159. S.Os must ensure that ships in company 
are in possession of essential information trans
mitted by W/T. It is clear to me that insufficient 
efforts are being made by ships to obtain by 
V/S from ships in company messages they have missed 
(N.C.X.F. 2012A/6 to All British S. and A. 
concerned in Operation "Torch", V.A. Malta.)

Air R/C 
Report.

My 1756/6th. Following Grade A.l. Between 
1330 and 1515 reports were made of large numbers 
of ships in positions between 036° 31' N. and 
036° 15' N. and between 001° 28* W. and 002°
15' W. Times G.M.T. C. in C. Med. pass to 
Capt. on Staff Alexandria.
(V.A. Malta 2034A/6 to N.C.X.F., (R) C. in C. Med. 
Admty., Capt. on Staff Alexandria.)
W.R. Note.- Repetition of enemy aircraft on sea 
reconnaissance.

/Casablanca ...
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N orth  A t la n t ic  -  co n td .

WX.4973. PRU/GIB/W 1/6/11. G I B /G l /6 / l l .  S o r t ie
G219 d a ted  Nov. 6 tim e 1200 hours shows 
C asab lan ca . S in ce  14th  O ct. n ava l sh ip p in g  
shows d e cre a se  o f  one LA GALISSONNIERE CR two 

EL&N E vs, two RSBObBYABU S/Ms , th re e  S/Ms 200 /220  and one 
p rob a b le  a u x i l ia r y  200 /250  and in cre a s e  o f  one N aval u n it  210 
ap prox . T o ta l now p resen t com p rises  B. S. XTEAN, BART w ith? 
booms? in  p o s i t i o n  one DUfeW  TgOliilV Cr. one GUfipAS® C t. one 
CASSAftfc Ct. one FAAttAS^ilfi C t. seven  A lfiyOti o r  SiMOUJV (?an d ) 
one ELAN Ev, two REDOUBTABLE, one S/M 200 /220  on p a tr o l  v e s s e l  
215, one n ava l u n it 210 ( ? approx) p rob a b le  S/M Chaser FLEE 
O i le r .  ELOghf Type F le e t  o i l e r ,  p rob a b ly  type and seven
sm all a u x i l i a r i e s .  The CASSARD C t. i s  ( ? o u t s id e )  harbour 
en tran ce  and one o f  REDOUBTABLE S/Ms in  in  la r g e  f l o a t i n g  d ock . 
M erchant. 15 M/Vs 200 /500  in c lu d in g  one cargo  l i n e r  p resen t 
com pared w ith  19 M/Vs 250/500 in c lu d in g  5 cargo  l i n e r s  on 
14th  O ctob er . D epartu res  in c lu d e  JAMAIQUE typ e  l i n e r .
P o r t  L y a u tey /K en itra  A/D. P a r t  c o v e r  on ly  shows hangar. One 
la r g e  5 p rob a b le  G len M artin  167 F 3 medium and 10 sm all A/C 
v i s i b l e .  Rabat A/D p a rt  c o v e r  3 medium A/C v i s i b l e .  #  $ . i v ,, 
(P .R .U . G ib . 2045Z /6 to  Admty. e t c . )  ~ V ^ * * ' *

Enemy A dm iralty  re -e n cy p h e r  and tran sm it to  T .F .54
P o l i c y  l e s s  T .G .3 4 .1 1 . f o r  in fo rm a tio n . Ambassador
and Hayes at M adrid r e p o r ts  on Nov. 3rd th a t  la t e  in
I n t e l l i g e n c e .  O ctob er  Germany req u ested  p erm iss ion  to  send an

army a c r o s s  Spain  i f  A l l i e d  n a tio n s  commenced 
o p e ra t io n s  in  M orocco. Oss a t V ichy  r e p o r ts  th at 

German o f f i c e r s  and men in  u n occu p ied  France have t o ld  p eop le  
at d iv e rg e n t  p la c e s  th a t they are aw a itin g  A l l i e d  o p e r a t io n s  in  
N orthw est A fr id a  and that they w i l l  occupy M editerranean  croast 
o f  France as soon  as A l l i e d  la n d in g  i s  announced. Amcon Dakar 
r e o o r te d  4 th  Nov. th a t 4 6 French subm arines a r r iv e d  3rd Nov.
including^/ESTALE, PERLE, ^ULTANE and ATALANTE e s c o r te d  by P .G .

Conn*m» « OOMDAMgORY.-  Amcon Dakar a ls o  re p o r te d  4 th  Nov. th at
sub marines^bENTAURE and ARGO s t i l l  p re s e n t . Aracon C asablanca 
r e p o r te d  5 th  Nov. th a t  fo l lo w in g  French M/Vs d ep arted  3rd Nov. 
f o r  Dakar. . GABRIEL GUISTHAU, FORT DE VAUX, CEPHEE,, GROIX, OUED 
FEZ and IKSfXS BREftAT e s c o r te d  by ASPIRANT BRUN. CEPHEE c a r r ie d  
47 7 ton  R en a u lt tan k s. Amcon C asablanca re p o r te d  5th  Nov. 
th a t  Spanish CASTILLO GIBALFARO d ep arted  30th  O ctob er  f o r  Spain 
c a r ry in g  phosphates and th a t  P ortu gu ese  FOCA a r r iv e d  1st Nov. 
from  L isb on  c a r ry in g  lum ber. Amcon C asablanca re p o r te d  3rd 
Nov. OUED TIFLET a r r iv e d  29th  O ctob er  from  P ort  L yau tey , 

t l MONTAIGNE, GABRIEL GUISTHAU, AGEN and CARTHAGE a r r iv e d  1 s t
Nov. from  Dakar e s c o r te d  by HJPPOPOTAME and th a t LIEUTENANT DE 
LA TOUR, GROIX and T raw ler CAPITAINE FAGNET a r r iv e d  2nd Nov. 
from  M a r s e i l le  e s c o r te d  by*P.cr/SETO ISE, and th a t  PONTET CANET 
d ep a rted  27th  O ctob er  f o r  S a f i  and Spanish  SAC IV dep arted  28th 
O cto b e r  f o r  Carthagena w ith  ph osphate. N eu tra l merchant sh ip s  
in  area 3 0 .3 6  N. 05 .20  W. at 1200Z /6  CAMPOAMO^Y Spanish 34 .50  N. 
1 3 .3 5  7/. 2 6 0 /1 0 . ZORROZA Spanish  34 .40  N. 1 6 .5 0  W. 2 3 0 /1 0 . 
CAMPOMANES Spanish  33 .00  N. 2 0 .3 0  W. 26 5 /1 1  and in  area  3 5 /4 2  N. 
3 0 .4 7  V/. SANTI Spanish 35 .05  N .3 2 .5 0  '7. 2 7 0 /9 . TEruMARiN,
BALBOA and SATURNUS a l l  Swedish 3 7 .3 0  N. 4 5 .0 0  W. 1 8 0 /1 4 .

M S O S ^ W i s f  s l .2 5  H. 36 .00  W. 2 6 7 /1 1 . A IM A K ®  P ortu gu ese  
3 5 .0 0  K. 37 .15  W. 0 9 0 /8 . LUANOO P ortu gu ese  3 5 .0 0  ^  40^00 W. 
0 9 0 /8 . YARBAWONGA and AKKA Swedish 39 .05  N. 42 .00  1

V- L—  f* . -  / L 0 B IT 0  . . .
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North Atlantic../, .m. t7?,_
Enemy Policy LOBITO Portuguese 35.00 N. 46.40 W. 090/8. 
& Intelligence Pass to appropriate Arnqy Commands.

hours 30' (9 or 8 cpt.) Hudsons to east 50 hours, 10 Hudsons 
to west 62 hours 40 . 8 Swordfish to east 30 hours, 1 Hudson
U-Boat hunt 6 hours, 1 Hudson met, flight 9 hrs. U-Boat 
sightings all "by Hudsons. LBXP 4851 at 0935 hours attacked.
LBXP 3058 at 0927 hours attacked, XTNV 2426 at 1037 hours 
attacked with 1 homh. LBXP 4223 at 1400 hours not attacked.
LBXP 2030 at 1440 hours not attacked. CZJT 2030 at 1520 
hours attacked. LBYG 1041 at 1525 hours not attacked. LBXP 
3055 at 1530 hours attacked. XTCP 3333 at 1624 hours not 
attacked. (W.D. Note.- Lb = 36° N . , XP = 1° W. X.T = 37° N.
N.V. = 1° E. C.Z. = 38° W. , J.T. = 2° E. Y.G = 4° W. C.P = 00°
E. or W . )
(2) No enemy activity over Rock.
(3) Photo R/C Oran and Algiers 5/11 unsuccessful weather, 1 
Mosquito Oran and Algiers 6/11 4 hours 30 mins. 1 Spitfire 
Casablanca 6/11 3 hours 30 mins, recco. of Casablanca since 
14 Oct. decrease in naval shipping of 1 LA GALISSONNAIRE C/R,
2 ELAN EVS, 2 REDOUBTABLE S/Ms, 3 S/Ms 200/220 1 probable 
auxiliary 200 and increase 1 naval unit 210 approx, total now 
present Bs.^fclEAN BART, 1 DUGUAY TROUIN CR, 1 GUEPARD CT, 1 
CASSARD CT, 1 FANTASQUE CT, 7 ALCYON or SIMOUN DRS. 1 ELAN EV,
2 REDOUBTABLE S/Ms, 1 S/M, 200-220 1 P/V 215 1 probable s/M 
Chaser 210 approx. Fleet Oiler ELORB,Type Fleet Oiler probably 
A210UR type, and 7 small auxiliaries, 13 M/Vs. 200/500 including 
1 cargo liner present. Port Lyautey/Kenitra A/D part cover 
only shows hanger 1? Large 5 probable Glenn Martin 167 FS, 3 
medium and 10 small aircraft visible. Rabat A/D par£ cover
3 medium aircraft visible.
(4) Transit aircraft in 1 D.C.3, 1 Fortress, 1 Catalina, 10 
Hudsons, 1 Beaufort, 10 Spitfires from U.K. 1 Sunderland 
from Bathurst, out, 1 D.C.3 3 Fortresses, 1 C.47 to U.K.
5 Spitfires, 1 Liberator to Malta.
(H.Q. E.A.P. Gib. S300Z/6.) it

Air A.0.402 6/11. Programme for Nov. 7.

patrol from 0300 E 0300/2100 5 Hudsons on FP 2 4 6 8 10 A.M.
"d m  a  Swnr-dfi sh A/S Datrol to Alaoran Island A.M. and P.M.

(contd.) (C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2046/6 to Admty.)
Passing action being taken by W.R.

\

Gibraltar Opsum for 24 hours ended 1800 hours 6/11.
Air Report. (l) A/S escorts all Catalinas 1 to K.M.S. 1A 1

to KMFIA 2 to UGF1 1 to KMS10 1 to KMF10 72 
hours A/S sweeps 1 Cat. CLA 3° east to 6° E. 15

Programme. 1 Catalina A/S escort KMSIA dawn to dusk, 1 
Catalina each A/S escort to KMSIO KMFIA KMF 10 
KMS2 USF I all dawn to dusk, 1 Catalina all A/S

/R/C of
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R/C of
North Atlantic - contd.
Photographic R/C p.m. 5th shows Taranto, 2

Italian Ports. S/Ms departed. Brindisi 2 destroyers arrived.
Navarino 5 destroyers departed. Messina 2 
destroyers departed 3 S/Ms arrived. Naples 2

destroyers arrived 1 S/M departed. Palermo anchoring 1 
destroyer. Genoa 2nd Nov. 1 destroyer 2 S/Ms arrived. Dakar 
0808/6th 1 S/M departed. Casablanca 1200/6th 6 S/Ms departed. 
(N.C.X.F. 2332a/ 6 to "Torch" Naval Forces negative W.N.T.F.)

French S/Ms. destroyers, 3 submarines of which one in dock 13
M/Vs over 200 feet. At 1415/lst A/C sighted 5 
French S/Ms in 017° 30' N. 017° 30’ W. course

360°. A total of 23 S/Ms are believed based West Africa ports.

Vi.o-2. trawler passed through Straits eastbound. 
Destination probably Oran.
(N.C.X.F. 2359A/6 to C.N.T.F. (r ) E.N.T.F. 
S.O. Force H.)

NEW TORONTO NEW TORONTO torpedoed and sunk 2010Z/5th in 
(Sunk 5/11) 005° 57’ N. 002° 30’ E. (? 84) survivors landed

Lagos by Nor. M.L.263. One European seaman 
3 coloured men missing. FANDANGO, KELT, RUNSWICK 
BAY, and M.L. 1042 sent to scene to hunt and if 
possible find missing men.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos 1029Z/6 to Admty. (R) R.A.W.A.F.
C. in C. S.A., N.O.I.C. Takoradi.)
British 6568 tons, on passage Lagos to Accra.

NEW TORONTO sunk by submarine 2000Z/5th in 005° 57' N. 
002° 30’ E. on passage Lagos (Nigeria) to Accra. Missing 
Europeans (list).

R/C of Photographic R/C Casablanca 1200/6th*JEAN BART 
one 6-inch cruiser, 3 large destroyers, 7Casablanca

(N.C.X.F. 2333A/6 to W.N.T.F.)

French
Shipping.

At 1300/6th French ships AGEN, CARTHAGE, 
MONTAIGNE, ERIDAN and one smaller escorted by

South Atlantic.
ILEX. Arrival 6th.

(C.S.A. St. Vincent 1025/6 to Admty.)

CUBA,
SILVERASH,
MILFORD,
DETROYAT.

Your 1253Z/28th para 3. Expected time of 
sailing of all ships named from Pointe Noire 
2300/6th.
(B.N.L.O. W. Africa 1025/6 to R.A.W.A.)

-  /o.a oc

(N.C.S.O. Lagos 1106Z/6 to Admty.)
/Dispositions
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South Atlantic — ,. ^  / 57-

Dispositions. DESPATCH 06.15 13.05 to Freetown 18.
TRUANT and K.14 02.30 10.05 321° 8^.
MORRIS DANCE, 2 M.Ls with S.T.40. 04.15 09.20 

through 08.01 08.59, M.O.M.P. 03.10, 07.02 thence 077° 8^. 
(OKINO) M.L. off Takoradi to Lagos.

Comma* } * * ' D*ESTIENNE D'ORVES 01.40 S. 05.05 E. 114° 12 at 20C2Z/6th.
SOUTHERN GEM, BTOfri, to route 9. DRAGON 13.30 S. 10.01 E. to 
Pointe Noire 17^. ^MILFORD,♦COMMANDANT DETROYAT (F.S.) off 
Pointe Noire to North, * t—  bf* a.**. b s.,t>4  
(R.A.W.A. 1101Z/6 to Area P.)''

P.614. 19.30 18.59 180° 8 at 2001Z/6th. SHROPSHIRE, 
*HECLA, ARROW, ACTIVE,^VINDICTIVE, BRIDGEWATER with C.F.7, 
16.20 19.58 355° Ilf. /QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ROTHERHAM, with 
W.S.24 ahout 20.55 30.45 182° 12^. SOUTHERN PRIDE 11.25 
23.10 280° 111-. SPANIARD, 2 M.Ls escorting, 09.25 15.01 to 
Freetown 6 i .  CANMA, 08.25 15.20 to Freetown, 8^. M.L 277 

| off Bissao to Bathurst.
( R. A . . A • 1121Z/6 to A. I. G. 149. ) “ft —. j » . t <j & X - - - ,,. y /* j ^̂

Transport A.M. 1948/25/2. Request confirmation that
of Service Allied service personnel should not "be included
Personnel. in the limits of 250 per service but that they

should have their own separate categories.
This question is likely to arise in connection 

with American personnel. Troopers 66843 QM2(c) of 20 Sect, 
refers.
(P.S.T.O. Capetown 1145C/6 to D. of S.T. D.S.T.O. Durban.)r&sr<7 a/if.

Fuelling, 
Pont a 
Delgada.

Your 0121/5. Unless ships concerned have fuelled 
or provisioned at Ponta Delgada in the previous 
3 months, the Portuguese authorities are not 
entitled to object to entry and fuelling of H.M. 
ships aiid nothing should be said to encourage 
them to think they have any such right. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 1309A/6 to R.A.W.A.)

EXPRESS, EXPRESS from vicinity Cape Recife to Simonstown,
THYME. THYME from patrolling South of Agulhas Bank to

Simonstown.
(C. in C. S.A. 1437C/6 to Ships in Area Q.)

P.555. 
*"P. 556.
*  1— - Jb

Your 1944/9 and F.O. S. 1849/26. Request 
confirmation that spare gear for submarines P.555 
and P.556 is to be sent to Simonstown from Port 
Elizabeth and not U.K.
(C. in C. S.A. 1442/6 to Admty.)
Confirmed. (F.O.S. 1044A/7.

U/B. U.S. Aircraft reports sighting U-Boat 12 miles
east of Cape St. Paul. Course 102° at 1215/6. 
(R.A.W.A. 1446Z/6 to Admty.)

/Experimental
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South Atlantic - contd.
Instructions in your 1833/23 August have been 
complied with. Hook has, however, on his own 
responsibility and at his o w n expense continued 
work on this idea and has today demonstrated model 
of dynamically supported water craft. 
Demonstrations greatly impressed Commander 

Goodlet sometime Professor of Engineering Universities Birmingham 
and Capetown and Instructor Commander Bishop of my staff.
3. These Officers agree that there appears to be no reason why 
model capable of carrying a passenger should not be equally 
successful in sheltered waters.

Experimental 
Marine Staf£.

2. (Details).

4. Further development including larger loads and sea keeping 
qualities will necessitate experiments on a larger scale beyond 
Hooks resources and I strongly recommend that he should be given 
service facilities for these,preferably in U.K. or U.S.A., 
thereby avoiding long delays which are inevitable if any gear 
not available in this country is required.
(C. in C. S.A. 1518C/6 to Admty.)

R/C of R.A.W. Af. 1547Z/6 see North Atlantic.Dakar.

Escort of 
Y i . 3.23.

W.S.24.

Your 1749/5th not to Admiralty. *-QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA is escort to W.S. 24 due Bahia about 
13th Nov. In view of 8 days delay to DURBAN due 
to defects, intend CARTHAGE shall continue as 
escort to W.S.23, subsequently remaining for 
service with Eastern Fleet.
(C. in C. S.A. 1553C/6 to C. in C. E.F. (r )
N.O.I.C. Durban, Admiralty, CARTHAGE.)

— ■ /VAx̂ o-, A * -/ *
l l) »(. -

Your 1650/5. (quoted in Radio 7/ashington 0143/6 
q. v. America and West Indies) A.M. 1835/31 Oct. 
giving fuel requirements can be obtained from 
N.A. Rio.
(D.O.D. (h ) 1617A/6 to Alusna, Rio de Janeiro 
(R) Comsolant, N.A. Rio.)

Vichy 
Destroyer. 
U/Bs in 
Vichy 
Waters.

Aircraft sighted Vichy destroyer in 6° 5’ N. 1°
22’ E. at 1330Z/6/11. District Commissioner, 
Kota, reports enemy submarines entered Lome at 
1430Z/6/11. Comment. If this report is accurate 
this is the first definite case of U-Boats using 
Vichy territorial waters.
(S.O^Ii Freetown 1842Z/6 to Ad.nty.)
See also 0303/7.

Movements. Departure from Pointe Noire 1800Z/6th. MILFORD 
, and COMMANDANT DETR0YAT escorting SS CUBA and SS

--- o i f * SILVERCASH in accordance with your 1253/28th.
E.T.A. SILVERCASH at Lagos p.m. 8th E.T.A. 
remainder at Takoradi 1000Z/9th.
(B.N.L.O.W.A. 1855/6 to R.A.W.A.)

/Departure • • •
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Movements Departure 6th Nov. U.S. Sloop HUMBOLDT, arrival
(contd.) 6th Brazilian Minelayer CARIOCA.

(R.O. Pernambuco 1956Z/6 to Admty. (r ) S.O.(l) 
Montevideo, Freetown, Rio de Janeiro.)

Strategic B.A.D. 2101/6.
Area See America and West Indies.
Agreement.

For Admiral Bieri. Compatron 92 reports that 
facilities at Freetown are inadequate for 12 
plane squadron land Based operation flights.
First division Based Jui for sea plane operations. 
Waterloo field adequate But messing, fuelling, and 

water supplies not availaBle for 12 plane operational squadron 
although aBle to accommodate 6 non-operating. Information from 
R.A.W.A. indicates patron 92 is to Be shifted from Freetown to 
advanced area. Strongly recommend 2nd Div. Be directed proceed 
RoBerts field, LiBeria, without delay and remain in reserve 
pending further operational developments. If RoBerts unaBle 
accommodate 6 planes they may Be Based Waterloo nonOoperating 
status while Being fitted and checked. R.A.W.A., Van. G.Os 
Waterloo and Robert concur.. In reply to the preceding,
Cinclant directs 2nd Div. patron 92 proceed RoBerts field 

LiBeria or other Base directed By R.A.W.A. to arrive about 10 
Nov. Squadron to Be ready for further transfer from 12 Nov. 
G.T.F.34 has this.
(Comnaveu 2341/6 to Admty. pass to N.G.X.F. Passing action 
taken By War Registry.)

U.S. Air 
Sqdns.
V/. Africa.

LA SALLE. LA SALLE U.S. Overdue Capetown since 1st Nov.
from Balboa.
(C. in C. S.A. 2344G/6 to Admty., (R) S.O.(l) 
Callao, S.O.(l) Montevideo.)
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M e d i t e r r a n e a n .
F o l lo w in g  h a s  "been r e a d  f ro m  a i r c r a f t  u s i n g  
c a l l  s i g n  V .S .D .A .,  S .O .S .  3k. 55 N. 1 7 .5 0  E . 
T .0 .R .0 1 5 0 .
( M a lta  W/T N o . T . 0 . 0 , / 6 ) .

D e p a r tu r e  G re e k  C r u i s e r  GIORGIOS AYEROFF, 
w i t h  NUBIAN i n  com pany .
( N .O .I .C .  A d en , 0 5 2 9 Z /6  t o  S . O ^ s X K i l i n d i n i , 
C o lom bo. Bom bay, A dm ty , C . i n  C .M e d .F .O .C . 
R .S . F . J .

F o l lo w in g  a r e  a n s w e rs  t o  A.M. 20;>6/l+ th . 
(N .O .I .C .A d e n  0 7 3 2 Z /6  t o  B .A .D .) .

A r r i v a l  5 t h  Nov,*CROOME, HURWORTH, GLOXINIA,
KLO; YEN (ggflff) M .A .S .B s . DURMITOR, KAJM A^lAN. D e p a r tu r e  5 t h  Nov.xSOUTHERN SEA, xCUMBRAE.
( S . 6^1  A l e x a n d r i a  0 9 2 1 B /6  t o  A dm ty, C. i n  C .M ed).

O r d e r s  t o  s a i l  (N .C .X .F . 1 1 3 8 A /6 ) S ee  N o r th  
A t l a n t i c .

A r r i v a l  N o v .6 th .  
( B a r c e lo n a ,  1 2 1 + 7 /6 .) .

P .C . an d  S . o f  2 m edium  v e s s e l s  2 s m a l l  v e s s e l s  
2 d e s t r o y e r s ,5 6 .3 2  N. 25.1+2 E . c o u r s e  175 °
10 k n o t s .
(A /C  C /S  X5NF. 1I+20B/6 t o  H a l F a r ) .

R e p e t i t i o n  o f  i t e m s  5 6 6 , 373> J>Bj>, 389» a n d  390 
o f  C. i n  C .M ed, 1 8 2 9 / l / l l .(C . i n  C .M ed ,H + ^0 /6  t o  A d m ty ).
(S e e  L io n  Copy o f  l / l l / l j . 2 )

V i s u a l  R/C a l l  a b o u t  0 7 3 0 A /6 th .
My 1 5 0 l+ /5 th  an d  2 1 3 l / 5 t h .  ( a ) T a r a n t o ,  N a v a r in o
N a p le s ,  M e s s in a ,  P a le r m o , E m p e io c le ,  no  
m a t e r i a l  c h a n g e .
(B ) C a g l i a r i ,  6 l a r g e  5 s m a l l  S /M s.D e s t r o y e r s ,  5 S /M s. (D ; A u g u s ta ,  n o  w a r s h ip s .  

SA/6, t o  N .C .X .F .(R )  C. i n  C .M ed, A dm ty , F .0 .C .N A

/c. S . 15» . • •
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Mediterranean - Oontd.

0.8.15 Your 100l/6th (N.T. in W.D.) being passed to
201 Group Air H.Q. Egypt, 15th C.S., less DIDO, 
all available "Fleets", CROOME,and ALDENHAM, 

should he within two hours steaming of seaward end of Alexand 
searched channel to seaward Q.B.C.{corrupt group) and East of 
029° 20' by 0800 /8th, and will be required to remain in this 
area until (sunset?).
(if practicable?) Beaufighter escort will be available. Fleet
will be probably returning Alexandria.
(C. in C.Med 1452B/6 to C.S.15 (R) 201 Group Air H.Q.Egypt).

PORPOISE. Arrived.
(V.A.Malta, 1511A/6 to C. in C.Med, etc).

Enemy P.G. and S. of 1 Merchant Vessel, 1 L tug,
Units. 1 a/ c , in 57.55 N. 24.15 E. course 050°

speed 8 knots.
(A/G G/S X 5ND. 1620B/6 to 201 Group).

P.G. and S. of enemy 5 barges, 52.08 N. 54.(724) 58.E. 
270° 5 knots.

(A/0 V9CV 1625/6 to 201 Group).
P.G. and S. of 2 merchant vessels 4 destroyers (group 

missed) 26.05 N. 56.21 E. 140°. 8 knots.
(?9NG.1650/6 to B.M.l?)

TAKU. Consider your position compromised. Operate
on Piraeus, Suda Bay, Candia, Shipping routes 
South of 057°.
(Capt.S.l. 1655B/6 to TAKU (R) NEREUS, G. in G. 
Med).

Destroyers. My position 1600, 051.49 N. 052.19 E. 500°
speed 15 knots. Intend to alter to 050 at 
1900, to 120° at 2000, to 210° at 2559, to 

500° at 0150, to 050° at 05^0 and to 120° at 0450* 201
N.G.Group and 255 Wing acknowledge.
(Capt.D.12 1612B/6 to Destroyers in Company Med Fleet (R) 
F.O.0.15th C.S. F.0.C.(D.F.) Med, 201 N.G.Group, 255 Wing).

S/M for My 2057/7/10.(Re turning over of new S/M to
Greece. Greeks). Greek G. in G.informs me he has a

crew ready now to leave for U.K. when 
required.
(C. in C.Med.1640B/6 to Admty).

Movements. 5th Nov. arrival Greek Destroyer PAUL
COUNDOURIOTISfANTWERP/tx. S. IERAX, F .S. 
COMMANDANT £ DOMINI!, SNAPDRAGON, SOUTHERN 

MAID. Departures WHITEHAVEN, Greek Dest. IERAX,ANTWERP 
HYACINTH.
(S. 0.(1 ̂ Beirut 1715B/6 to Admty (R) G. in C.Med).

*" / - ^ v . /Arrival...
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Mediterranean - Gontd.
Arrival 6th Nov. -^SOUTHERN SEA,ERICA, G. S. 
SAKTOURIS. Departure 6th Nov.^SOUTHERN SEA, 
ERICA, ROMEO, SAKTOURIS.
(N,0.I.C.Famagusta (Cyprus). 1736B/6 to Admty 
eto)’

A . 1. report (V.A.Malta 1756A/6 to N. C.X.F.) 
See North Atlantic.

R/C shows U-Boat in 036° 20' N. 018° 0 0 ’ E.at 
1752A today course 310° 10 knots. UTMOST 
move to 37.53 N. 15.44 E. by 0700/7th Nov.
(Capt.S.10.1916A/6 to UNA, UTMOST, (R) N.C.X.F. 
C. in C.Med. Capt.(S) l).

Movement of 1200 military personnel and 2400 
out of Cyprus completed a.m./6th Nov.by 
ANTWERP escorted by*2 Greek destroyers. No 
incident s.*^*^* -/ix. 1
2. Nights of 4/5th Nov. and 5 /6 th Nov.M.T.Bs 

along coast between front line to westward of Mersa Matruh 
to prevent any evacuation by sea of enemy troops or tanks. On 
both occasions nothing was found.
3. CLYDE and PARTHIAN have completed storing trips to Malta 
with petrol and stores respectively.
( C. in C.Med 1944B/6,0950B/7 1801B/7).

Air R/C. V. A.Malta 2034A/6 to N. C.X.F.
See North Atlantic.

Movements. 6th Nov. Port Said arrivals (?colon) ARETHUSA, 
HERO, CUMBRAE, SOUTHERN SEA.
Departures: CUMBRAE, SOUTHERN SEA L.C.Ts.106, 

107 (?120) (?154) M.L.S 1158, 1015,349, 356.
(N.O.I.C.Port Said 2142B/6 to Admty etc).

Malta Air 1.94 6th Nov. Night 5th/6th Nov. 1829 hours 1 
Report. Cant 1007 approached Malta at height and was

shot down into sea 30 miles North of Island by 
Beaufighter, 2 prisoners taken by ?R.A.F. Rescue launch.2150 
hours nartial R.D.F.interference was experienced as 2 enemy 
bombers approached Malta at great height, 2 Beaufighters 
airborne forced raiders to drop bombs in sea 10 miles North of 
Island and turn back.
6th Nov.1012 hours. Partial R.D. F. interference was experienc 
as 45 ME.109s and RE.2001s approached Malta as great height 
in 5 waves. 13 Spitfires airborne intercepted 20 miles North 
of Island and forced half the raiders to turn back but enemy 
had height advantage and 1 Spitfire was slightly damaged,pilot 
unhurt. 1125 hours, 4 Spitfires up for 8 raiders which turned 
back before reaching Malta. 1545 hours, 6 Spitfires up for

/12................ '

Y/ar Diary.

— > Movements 
Contd.

Enemy
Aircraft.

U/B
UNA,
UTMOST.
I-.-*.

Situation 
Report 
No.288.
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Malta Air 12 raiders which turned hack before reaching
Report. Malta. Today 1+0 Spitfire sorties have been
Contd. made of which 7 were for protection of arrival

of delivery aircraft,10 for R/C patrols North 
of Malta and 23 for interception of 65 enemy 

sorties. 1 Spitfire was damaged in combat pilot unhurt.
Night 5th/6ih Nov.2+ torpedo and 1 bomb carrying Wellingtons despatched on R/C 
for enemy naval units patrolled Gulf of Taranto Straits of 
Messina and from Cavoli to Marettimo. 1 Wellington sighted 
211+2 hrs. 2U0° Santa Maria Di Leuca 1+0 miles 1+ M/V3 course 
135° speed 13 knots.
(Air H.Q.Malta, 2211Z/6).

2 Italian Report graded B.2. states two Italian convoys
Convoys. comorising 30 ships with destroyer escort

passed Kelibia Roads at 0800Z/6th hugging 
coast course northbound.
(N.C.X. F. 2331A/6 to C. in C.Med. V. A.Malta)
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East Indies.

Your 1920A/2nd November. (1) Lay of shore ends 
type E from southern end Abuhera could be done 
but master cable ship considers type D cable 
unsuitable lay through northern channels and 

over edge outer reef into very deep water.
(2) JOHN W, MACKAY is too large for laying cable through 
northern channel and there is no other suitable vessel avail
able at Addu.
(.3) It would be impossible to avoid controlled minefield in 
northern entrance and it would also be necessary to lift 
indicator net laid inside these entrances.
(4) Master of cable ship again stressed necessity of thorough 
survey outside northern channel before operation is attempted.
(5) N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll holds plans of loops and controlled 
minefield.
(F.O. Ceylon, 0420Z/6 to Admty.)

Addu Atoll, 
cable.

Movements. Departure Dutch minelayer D.S. WILLEM VAN DER 
ZAAN at 0100Z/6th and LAUNCESTON at 0600Z/6th. 
(N.O.I.C. Trincoinalee, 0600Z/6 to Admty., etc.) 

Departure MARGUERITE escorting DUMANA, E.T.A. Bombay 0030Z/9th. 
Requirements follow in P/L.
(N.O.I.C. Cochin, 0953Z/6 to Admty., etc.)
Arrival 5th November FREES IA fX CAPETOWN jfe Ly jsu*. ik
(F.O. E.A. , 1338Z/6 to Adraty. )

U4, x ,
Madagascar, From Gen. Platt.
Reunion. Ref. your 77643 (M.O.ll) of 5th November.

1. You have not yet replied to par. 7 of my 
60289 dated 26th October concerning use of 

British troops to instal or maintain Fighting French Regime.
Your directions are urgently required.
2. Ref. para. 5 my 58919 dated 19th October. Is any operation 
to be undertaken against Reunion?
(G.O.C. in C. E.A., 0730Z/6 to W.O.)

Convoy Sailing telegram.
B.A.33. (N.C.S.O. Bombay, 0740Z/6 to Admty.)

TREKIEVE SS. TREKIEVE torpedoed 71° (could also be 342°)
torpedoed. Flehacad* 37 miles at 1400 G.M.T./4th. Vessel

sunk, survivors landed Lourenco Marques.
(C.S.A. Lourenco Marques, 1051/6 to Admty., etc.) 
♦ (Repetition at 2125/6 says **Inhace light 37 
miles)

B.A.33. B.A.33 sailed from Bombay 6th November for Suez
via Aden, E.T.A. Aden 0630Z/14th VARELA, TALMA, 
KAROA, OFLAMINAY, JALAGOPAL. Numbers on board, 
6 tiC
(P.S.T.O, Bombay, 1125Z/6 to S.S.T.O. Suez.)

/Air • • •
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East In d ie s  -  Contd.

A ir  R e p o r t . W .X.4782 I n t ,6 6  6 th  November.
D a ily  I n t e l l ig e n c e  Summary N o .236 f o r  6 th  
November. R e f . P art (3 )  D .I .? S .  N o .226 f o r  27th  

O ctob er  -  U .S .A . A ir  F orce  r e p o r t  s ta te s  C hinese I n t e l l ig e n c e  
con firm ed  th a t 15 o f  16 Japanese f ig h t e r s  in te r c e p t in g  were 
d e s tro y e d  by U .S .A . F orce  a tta ck in g  Hong Kong 25 th  O cto b e r . 
U .S .A . A ir Corps R/C r e p o r t  Hong Kong 3th  November, 9 medium 
s iz e d  f r e ig h t e r s  v i c i n i t y  Kowloon P en in su la . No w arships seen . 
K a ita k  aerodrome -  n o rth -w e st  runway b e in g  e n la rg e d .
(A .H .Q . I n d ia , 1 1 4 6 Z /6 .)

CAPETOWN. In ten d  t o  s a i l  CAPETOWN f o r  Durban on 9 th  Nov.
1—*- (j.U t E .T .A . 14th  Nov. She sh ou ld  rem ain at Durban
l tk , / c j  f o r  about 10 days to  a d ju s t  complement and

b o i l e r  c le a n in g  re tu rn in g  to  K i l in d in i .  D e ta ils  o f  complement 
ad justm ents r e q u ire d  fo l lo w  by a i r  m ail l e t t e r  to  R .A .T .E . I f  
p o s s ib le  shou ld  com p lete  f i t t i n g  o f  R .D .F . type 271 Mark I I I  
and I I  pounder pom-pom a l l  gear f o r  w hich i s  on board .
(C . in  C. E .F . , 1225Z /6  t o  C dre. i / c  Durban, ( r ) A dm ty., e t c . )

HAWKINS. A rr iv e d .
(N .O .I .C . S e y c h e l le s ,  1230Z/6 to  A dm ty., e t c . )

AQUITANIA, Your 1 9 4 5 /4 . I t  i s  a lm ost c e r t a in  e s c o r t  w i l l
New Zealand be p ro v id e d  betw een Aden and Colom bo. In  any
t r o o p s . ca se  th ese  t r o o p s  sh ou ld  be embarked.

(C . in  C. E .F . , 1235Z /6  t o  P .S .T .O . E gyp t, (R ) 
A dm ty., A .C .N .B ., F .O .C .R .S .F ., N .Z .N .B .)

TRUSTY. Colombo d ep artu re  6 th  Nov. 1135Z TRUSTY.
(S .0 .(I .)  Colom bo, 1246Z /6 t o  A dm ty., e t c . )

R a id e rs . S itu a t io n  N o .14.
(1 )  No fu r th e r  in fo rm a tio n  Japanese or German 
r a id e r s  E, H or J .

R a id ers  s i t u a t io n  number 13 , SHICKSRINNY a r r iv e d  s a f e l y .
( 2 )  PIETROORSEOLO, ERMLAND and (?)CATARACIE c o u ld  by now be in  
In d ia  o r  P a c i f i c  Ocean. BELG^AVE ex MAGALLANES sh ou ld  have 
reached  lo n g itu d e  o f  Cape Agulhas or Cape Horn.
(C . in  C. E .F . , 1315Z /6 to  E .I .  S t n . , e t c . )

Movements. A r r iv a l  6 th  Nov. WARSPITE, BIRMINGHAM, NAPIER, 
HOTSPUR. / K ; U .
(F .O . E .A /,  1329Z /6 t o  Adm ty.)

R ou te in g . My 2008 /5  S e p t. para . (B ) .  a f t e r  •’ S .O . ( l )
Capetown0 add “ and S .O . ( l )  Colombo0 .
(D .T .D ., 1838a/ 6 to  C. in  C. E .F . , C. in  C, S .A . )

/MATTHEW • • •
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De ZSC, Slangkop Radio, QQQQ MATTHEW MAURY, 
suspicious vessel, low in water, 34.09 S.
24.42 E. at 2220. T.O.R. 2250 G.M.T. (ends). 
(Valentia Radio, 2253/6, Port Patrick Radio 
2255/6.)

Request brief report of present employment of 
A/S escorts on protection of shipping on East 
Coast of Africa and in Cape Area.
(D.T.D. Approved A.C.N.S.(T), 2355A/7 to 
C. in C. S.A.)
Reply: C. in C. S.A., 1615C/9.
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FOREIGN STATIOITS,

America & West In d ies .

U/B. By D/F at 1957Z/5. U-Boat estim ated to  Be
anywhere within 60 m iles o f  59.50 N. 32.^0 W. 
(D .D .I.C . 00iji|.A/6 to Escorts S.C .L .107,
(R) Escorts S .0 .107 , e t c ) .

Follow ing is  Alusna Rio de Janeiro 1650/5, Navcom, 
Washington, (r ) Gonsolant. Begins 
Admty 181+OA/3 Fuel o i l  requirements Bahia have 
not "been received  hut present combined commercial 
and (U .S .) Navy stock not otherwise ob liga ted  fo r  
bunkers is  U1000 b r ls .  Desire point out Bahia 

fu e ll in g  rate made (?qu ick ) probably maximum 50 tons per hour 
alongside only barges a v a ila b le . Impossible berth  more than 
two ships th is  c la ss  inner harbour. No tugs ava ilab le  to 
a s s is t  in manoeuvreing in very r e s tr ic te d  inner harbour. So 
fa r  as known here la rgest ship to berth  alongside Bahia 22000 
tons 27 fo o t  d ra ft . Port in fo  g ives maximum depth high water 
28 fe e t .
(Radio Washington OUj.3/ 6 , to  Admty).

W.S.2U Alusna R io 's  l6 5 0 /5 *to  Navcom Washington shows that 
there is  considerable d i f f i c u l t y  over fu e ll in g  o f  th is  important 
convoy at Bahia.
2. Request you w il l  ask U .S .A uthor!ties to  d ivert to  Bahia one 
or more large tankers, which appears to  be the only e f fe c ie n t  
so lu tion  and would conserve stocks fo r  independent ships now 
being routed through Bahia.
3 .  A lso request fo llow in g  inform ation , (a) Who is  responsible 
o f f i c e r  in charge? We have had s ign a ls  from Comsolant, N.C.S.O 
Pernambuco, Alusnob, R e c ife , and Alusna, R io.
b) Is  watering s itu ation  s a tis fa c to ry ?
c) Are A/S escorts  meeting convoy and screening them while 

fu e llin g ?
(d) Is  a ir  A/S p rotection  arranged?
(e) We are i f  necessary prepared to accept fu e ll in g  at the Gape 
with consequent reduction by l^OO tons o i l  and 2250 water.
Would Americans wish to  take advantage o f  th is , i f  so d e ta ils  
w il l  be s ig n a lled .
( f )  Would stay o f  convoy be shortened by s a il in g  without w aiting 
for^QUEEN OF BERMUDA to  complete fu e ll in g ?  L a tte r ’ s speed is
20 knots which would permit her to overtake.
(D .O.D.(F) 1655A/6 to  B.A.D.(R) Rio de Jan eiro)*
*re fu e l  o i l  requirements Bahia not received .

Your 1655/6th .
l.Gom South A tla n tic  is  responsible  authority  and has already 
been asked to  confirm  that a l l  arrangements are c o rre c t . Answer 
to  remaining questions fo llo w  as soon as p oss ib le .

(B.A.D. 2223Z/6 to  Admty, (R) N.A.Rio de Jan eiro ).

W.S.21+.
fu e ll in g
at
Bahia.

S.C.107.
bArt<jLL

Your l602 /5th  to  C. T.21+. AINGHAM U .S.Destroyer 
LEARY U .S.Destroyer SCHENCK, and Iceland portion  
are to  remain with convoy u n t il  dusk 7th Nov.
(G. in  G.W.A. 0822Z/6, to  G.T.U. 2U.1.14 (R) 
Gonnav, 0.T.F.2U . Admty, N.S.H.Q. F.O.N.F. C.0.A.C
Halifax,C.T.G.21+. 7. A .G .I .C ., C .T .G .2U .6.) .

/T .2 k .........
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Sailed H.M.Trawlers, AROTIO EXPLORER, LADY ELSA, 
WELLARD escorting convoy T.2i+ to position 07.59 S. 
3U.27 W. thence in company by direct route to 
Freetown via Pernambuco. E.T.A. Pernambuco 
1200Z/17 Nov. E.T.A. Freetown 1200Z/27 Nov.
S. of A. from Pernambuco 9i knots.

2.W/T Communications: ARCTIC EXPLORER in accordance with "Sugar" 
l/k2 but not complying with Admy 1217/28/10 (1+73AK) remainder 
guard 300 K/Cs and B.A.M.S. routines. ARCTIC EXPLORER and 
WELLARD do not hold S.P. O2I4.OI4.. (5 ) All ships can use S.P.
02272. Call Signs from S.P. 02253 (7) and S.P. 02182 (5). 
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 0902Q/6 to S.B.N.O.W.A. (r ) Admty etc).

War Diary.

T.24.
Trawler
Escort.

Spanish C.A. F.O. 1629/U-2.
Shipping. If W.P.P.S.messages include movements of Spanish

shipping request I be added to addressees. 
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 09L3Q/6 to S.B.N.O.W.A.(R) 
Admty S.O.(l) Jamaica).
Reply: D.E.W.D. 1621A/8).

STEPHEN
HOPKINS,
raiders,
intelligence.

Following is Opnav's 21i+2/5 addressed for 
action to Admiralty and amplifying Opnav 221̂ .2/2. 
(N.T. in W.D.)on basis of information received 
from U.S.Naval Attache, Rio de Janeiro;
Weather: hazy; Visibility: low. HOPKINS on course 
310° True sighted two raiders on starboard bow,

course south.
Both raiders were painted dirty grey, lighter than standard 
war colour, and much touched up with red lead on superstructure 
and fittings.
The smaller of the two raiders was a motor ship of about 1+000 
tons with pronounced clipper bow and cruiser stem. Guns 
were behind shields just forward of bridge structure and in 
after well deck. Similar to German ANKARA and Norwegian 
WASHINGTON EXPRESS. (Consult ONI 208 Confidential Raider 
Supplement. May be MANYO MARU, Raider 1+5 or Raider 10).
The*larger of the two raiders was a motor ship of about 7000 
tons with clipper bow and tall stack at after end of high 
superstructure. Sequence;Mast, Mast,Funnel, Kingpost, Mast. 
Inverted cross trees. No booms visible. Box-like structure on 
poop. German DRESDEN and BELGRANO could fit description. ( Ref. 
Cominch 1705/15 of Oct. and 11+50/15 of Sept.)
Larger Raider, with no heavy guns visible, was on starboard bow 
of smaller. HOPKINS turned away to port. Large enemy unit 
drew ahead of smaller which opened salvo fire immediately at 
about 1000 yards with approximately 6" guns(based upon purported 
shell fragments recovered). Shrapnel and incendiaries were also 
used. The larger raider continuously fired many machine guns.
HOPKINS fired about 35 rounds of i+" at waterline of smaller 
ship then 5 rounds at other ship when magazine of HOPKINS 
exploded. Larger raider was continuously machine gunned by 
HOPKINS but only 1+ rounds of 57-MM were fired at her before 1st

/Officer....
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Officer of HOPKINS, controlling, was killed. 
HOPKINS was afire and sinking and was abandoned 
after 20 minutes fighting. Smaller enemy 
vessel was afire, listed heavily to port and 
down hy the stern. Other"enemy vessel went 
alongside apparently to take off crew of smaller 
ship which when last seen was en’veloped in smoke. 

After HOPKINS was seen to sink, a heavy explosion was heard and 
was "believed to "be aboard smaller raider.
(Comnaveu 1021/6 to Admty).

STEPHEN 
HOPKINS, 
raiders, 
intelligence 
Contd.

T.A.G.18.
LEDA,
THORSHAVN,
GYPSUM
EMPRESS.

*. /e

My 1622/5. All ships returned Trinidad. SS LEDA 
sank in tow 2D15Z/5 in position 11° 12 N. 62° 18 
W. SS THORSHAVN sunk and SS. GYPSUM EMPRESS 
presumed sunk "before assistance could arrive. 
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1032Q/6 to S.B.N.O. W.A.(R) 
Admty, B.A. D., S.O.(i) Kingston).

Movement
Summary.

1800 G.M.T. 6th November.
Shin. Position. Course.
Convoy W.S.22+ 25t °N. 181°

50|°W.
(D.O.D. (f ) 103i)Z/6 to Opnav (R) Comnaveu)

Speed.
1 2h

Curacao Your 1925/25 Oct. and 1605/5. This question
Aruba. is under constant review. Until the points
Staff. referred to in my 121+1/1+ November are

satisfactorily settled any material reduction 
in B.R.L.0. Staff would be inadvisable. My 
121+2/1+. Nov. also refers.
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 11290/6 to Admty).

My 1959/5th. Amend to read "intend to R/V 
01+9° 2b' N. 01+1+° 38* W. at l200Z/9th." 
(F.O.N.F. 1154Z/6 to C.T.21+).

Cdre.Supt. Simonstown 0910 (?29th) Sept not to 
N.O.I.C.Durban. Owing to other commitments MEAD 
will be now (?towed) to Capetown about (?21st) 
Nov. to be completed there by contract. Date of 

completion will be end of December subject to receipt of certain 
gear from U.K.
(2) A. Letter M/A/SW. 3210/1+2 of 5th August, 191+2 Para 7. 
Permission is requested to retain EMILE BAUDOT for laying of 
fixed defence at Durban which should have highest priority.
(C. in C.S.A. 1230C/6 to Admty).

ST.LAURENT.

MEAD.
EMILE BAUDOT.

TENACITY, H.M.R.T.TENACITY arrived St.Johns 0222Z/6 ex
EMPIRE SUNRISE.search for SS.EMPIRE SUNRISE.

(F.O.N.F. 121+6Z/6 to Admty for C.C.R.T.(R) N.S.H 
C.O.A.C. )•

/WOENSDRECHT...
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WOENSDRECHT
salvage.

SS. WOENSDREGHT i+668 tons owned Vacuum Oil Go 
Ltd in ballast torpedoed bows and stern*]hthr 
Sept, stern portion to fore bulkhead of 
engine room broken off and sunk. Fore portion 

salvaged by A.M.R.T. CONFIDENT brought to Port of Spain ship 
in tow 0630/16 to 0100/19. Form D.l+6 now signed no bail or
security given ship not repairable. Scrap value 5000 pounds. 
Report follows.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 13070/6 to Admty). /

Proposed
Conference.

Your 2IIOZ/I4. Prefer no fixed agenda be 
outlined for proposed meeting as subject meeting 
is understood for primary purpose of discussing 
possible future adjustments in accordance your 
1U1+0Z/16. , .(C. in G.U.S. Fleet 1309/6 to N.S.H.Q. (R) Admty)

Movements. New York sailed N0v.l4.th in escort of N.G0I9
HALIFAX. Arrived Nov 5th from Boston CHELSEA. 
Escorting SS. QUEEN MARY, V/ITGH.
(N.S.H.Q. 15U7Z/6 to Admty (R) B.A.D., C.O.A.C. 
F.O.N. F.).

Swedish
Relief
Shins.

Montreal 1300 November 5th FORMOSA, EROS,GAMELIA all Swedish,Piraeus, Greece, knots 12. 
Routed as in Admiralty's 1551/lst August. 
Swedish Red Gross Mission).
(N.S.H.Q. 13U8Z/6 to S.O.(I) Gib.S.B.N.O.W.A.)

B.Y.M.S. New York sailed a.m./5th Nov.for Halifax BYMS 
15 and l6.
(N.S.H.Q. H4.I8Z/6 to Admty (R) B.A.D. G.O.A.G, 
F.O.N.F.).

S.C.IO".
W.S.G.108.

S.G.108. Task Unit N0.2I4.I.I2 BROADWAY (S.O.) 
SHERWOOD, ORILLIA, PRIMROSE, POLYANTHUS, MORDEN, 

"*PEGINA, KING HAAKON VII. Sailing St.Johns_N.F. 
at 1930/7th to relieve Task Unit N0.2I4.I8.5 . 

in 014.8.36 N. 051.00 W. at 1000/8th. * • _PIGTOU escorting W. S.C. 108, 2 ships, sailing St.Johns N.P. 
1830/7th to join in 01+8. I4.6 N. 051. 02.W. at 1100/8th.(G C.N.F. H 425Z/6 to G.T.U.No. 2U.l8.^. (R) C.T.2I4, G.O.A.G. 
N.S.H.Q. Connav, C.T.U.No.2U.1.12. C.T.G.No. 2*. 7. 0. in C.W.A. 
etc).

T A G 18 My 1605/U. G.A.F.A.G. reports kl survivors
from THORSHAVET (9TH0RSHAVN), 8 from CHRISTIAN 

. J.KAMPMANN landed Curacao. Norwegian LEDA
torpedoed b(it being towed Trinidad, U 8 survivors landed 
Curacao. S.B.N.O. Trinidad reports j>9 survivors of GYPSUM 
EMPRESS rescued by Spanish GOBEO which is being taken o 
Trinidad by U.S.Navy for interrogation.
(S.O. (I) Jamaica H 4.3I+A/6 to Admty,S.B.N.O.Y/.A. B.A.D.).

/T. Pi T* Vll __
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L. S.T.301.
America & West Indies - Contd.
When ready about Nov.8th sailing British L.S.T. 
number 301 from Boston to Halifax. Ship 
desires to conduct endurance trials en route. 
(C. in C.U.S.Fleet 1436/6 to O.E.S.F.).

REGINA. Your 1419/51 and N.S.H.Q. 1441/1. Request
REGINA may be sailed in accordance with 

l /  0. in C.W.A. 2207/5.
/  (D.O.D.(h ) 1502A/6 to F.O.N.F.).

B u s r a
p r o p o s e d
amendment.

Y o u r  2049/5 p a r a . (2) co n c u r  subject to this b e i n g  
in accordance w i t h  C o n n a v ’s views.
2.Y o u r  p a r a . (3)» p r o posal has effect of m a k i n g  
C h o p  line same as dividing line b e t w e e n  strategic 
zones in this area an d  was put f o r w a r d  for 
consideration. It will, however, be quite

satisfactory to Admiralty if existing Chop line is maintained. 
(D.T.D. 1519A/6 to B.A.D. (R) N.S.H.Q.).

BOLD,
INTEGRITY, 
LARIAT, 
TAMPA.

N.O.I.C.Trinidad 1717/5th. (H.M.R.T.LARIAT - 
defects - N.T. in W.D.) Suggest (l) BOLD 
and INTEGRAY(?INTEGRITY) proceed with TAMPA 
to Freetown without waiting for LARIAT.
2. LARIAT be sailed to Norfolk (Vir) after 
repairs at Barbados to provide escort for 2nd

batch L.G.I.Ls probably ready about that time. See para.3. 
of Admiralty 2007/3rd*. Consider it is essential that at 
least one tug should accompany each batch.
3.LARIAT to proceed Freetown after escorting L.C.I.L. to 
destination.
(B.A.d . 1555Z/6 to Admty etc). *Hush- Most Secret distribution.

U/B Positions. 6th November Sub.estimate and U.S.Sub notice.
(Cominch 1617/6).

Operation 
"Torch. "

Special U/B estimate and weather (Cominch 1709/6) 
See North Atlantic.

U/B. One S/M sighted 044.22 N. 066.10 W. at 1451Z. 
(C.O.A.C. 1701Z/6, to Admty, C.T.G.24.7.London
derry) .

?U/B. Surface vessels attacking contact 1200Q in 
40®N. 7° 11’ W.(Halifax 1745/6 to Admty. C. in C.W.A.,C.T.G. 
24.7)

POLINA
OSPENKO.
"S" Report.

Following has been received. SSSS DE UVLV 50°N 
157° W. POLINA OSPENKO, 1745/6.(Ends).
(C.O.P.C. 1812Z/6, to Admty, S.B.N.O.W.A. Cominch 
Opnav,N.S.H.Q.).

/BRAND.......
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Motor ship BRAND proceeding to Sydney $.B. on 
one engine P.G. and S. at 1730Z J4.6• li+ N.
57.38 W. 272° 5 knots. His other engine broke 
down and he requests assistance of tug to enter 
owing to steering difficulties. Propose 

escorting him until further orders.
(NIAGARA 1836Z/6 to F.O.N.F.(R) C.O.A.C. N. S.H.Q. C. T.22+, 
N.O.I.O. Sydney C.B., G.T.21+.18.3.)

M.S.BOV,XING under your escort to Sydney G.B. My P.G.S. 
at 2100Z 2+6.18 N. 58.OI.W. 272°, 5 knots.

(NIAGARA 2137Z/6 to DRUMMONDVILLE, (R) LINCOLN).

RU1&R. U.S.S/M notice. Refer U.S. G and G.S. chart 12
A S. Unescorted U. S.S.RUljSR in Portsmouth N.H

operating Area C on 7th remaining until 0600Z/8t 
(Cominch 1902/6 to Admty).

SEAWOLF. It is anticipated SEAWOLF will he ready to le
New London having completed work up practice 
about 17th December. Request destination. 
(B.A.M.R. 1912Z/6 to Admty).

BRAND,
Distress
NIAGARA.

Deck Cargoes. It has been and will continue to be necessary
for ships in U.Kfbound convoys to carry deck 
cargoes. It is requested that Commodores 
may be warned that in order to avoid damage to 

such cargoes it may be necessary to reduce the speed of the 
convoy or to heave to at an earlier stage than would otherwise 
be necessary. It is also requested that Masters of such ships 
should be instructed to report to Commodore when maintaining 
of speed ordered will cause damage.
(D.T.D. 1915Z/6 to Connav N.S.H.Q. C.O.A.C.).

O.Nili+2. 
Routeing.

Stragglers route amended from Q to V Mt-.qO N. 
39.58 W. to S. omitting R.
R/V 1200 G.M.T./7th in 2+9.59 N. 0̂.1+2+ W.
R/V 1200 G.M.T./8th in 2+8.28 N. 32.52 W.
(D. T.D. I9I+OZ/6 to B.A.M.S. Convoy O.N.12+2 
& Stragglers. C.F.D.3» C.F.D.9»(R) G. in C.W.A. 
Connav).

SHERBROOKE. Intend sailing SHERBROOKE at 1530Z/7 
independently direct to Londonderry, great 
route, 13 knots, E.T.A. Londonderry a.m/Nov 1;>. 

Request SHERBROOKE be sailed to join C.T.22+.1.12+ escorting
O.N.12+7.(C.C.N.F. 1952/6 to C. in 
C.T.22+. C.T.22+.7, G.O.A.C

C.W.A. (R) Admty, Cdre.Londonderry,
., SHERBROOKE, Connav).

/B.Y.M.S.
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B.Y M.S. F.O.N.F. recommends in his 1520/5 not to
Routes, Admiralty that*B.Y.M.S. 5 now on passage to U.K

should proceed direct to Londonderry on account 
of weather and proximity to convoy routes. 

Understand fuel consumption of B,Y.M.S. which have already 
made this passage in 8 days is 22+ American gallons per hour 
which should leave 1200 gallons remaining on arrival from 5900 
at 95/q full if this route is followed. Deck cargo is 
considered unsafe and is not "being permitted. Suggest you 
approve this route for all future groups of B.Y.M.S. on 
passage to U.K. instructing F.O.N.p.accordingly in connection 
with B.Y.M.J3L now awaiting orders at St.Johns Newfoundland. 
(B.A. D. 2016Z/6 to Admty.(R) F.O.N.F.).

*  SL**./) 23, y . h  £
£•■ ***. 1 9 f u  * / > • + !  L

EMPIRE
TURNSTONE.

My 1837/5. Nov. re EMPIRE TURNSTONE following 
received from Connav "begins. Your despatch 
1837/5 negative. Ends.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 2019Z/6 to Admty).

Lake
Tankers.

Your 1155/51. Understand 6 further lake tankers 
(tanker message) available for Puerto La Cruz trip 
immediately on return of present convoy. Do you 
confirm this. What is prospect of escort.
(D. T.D. 2030A/6 to B.R.L.O.Curacao).

Morocco. Enemy oolicy and intelligence (C. in C.U.S.Fleet 
201+6/6) . See North Atlantic.

Shipping Your 1906/5.
Delays, Intention of my 210l/30th Oct. was to give New
New York. York advance information of reason for any delay

to immediate onward routeing of ship ex O.N. 
Convoy so that repair and stores organisations 

can programme individual requirements before arrival.
2. Request instructions to Commodores be framed accordingly. 
(B.A.D. 2055Z/6 to Admty, N.S.H.Q. C.O.A.C.)

Strategic
Area.
Boundaries.

No reply has been received to my 170^Z/5.
Intend to inform Cominch that South Atlantic 

agreement will now come into force at 0001Z 
Tuesday 10th Nov. and that you will inform 
British Authorities.
(B.A.D. 2101Z/6 to Admty.(R) C. in C.S.A.R.A.W. A

U/B.Campaign. (Jonnav Serial 6. DALE. (Presumably DALEBY)q
torpedoed sunk night of 1+th Nov. approx.58 N.

31+° W. s.c.107.LEDA. THORSHAVN, GYPSUM ̂ EMPRESS Serial 1+ all Sunk.
Cancel GDYNIA Serial 31 arrived U.K. not torpedoed.
(Connav 2102/6 to Comnaveu). * a

/Sub...
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Para.A. DALEBY torpedoed sunk area 57.27 N. 
55.05.W. 5th Nov. unidentified attacked 
11° N. 60.57 W. 18200/6. PBY 5.A. attacks S/M 
on surface 67.U-5 N. 18.35 W. 1222Z/5 possibly 

' numbered U-10. S/M possibly damaged crash 
dived leaving 7 men on surface.

Para.B. Aircraft attack 3 S/Ms on surface area 58.27 N. 32.i+5 W 
5th Nov.
Para.O. S/M sighted alongside schooner 12.55 N. 70.05 W. 
2158Z/5. Fishing vessel sights S/M i+0.20 N. 68.1+0 W. 0115Z/6. 
Para.D. Surface craft attack sound contact 1+0° N. 70.21 W. 
1600Z/6. U.S.S.OHAMPLIN attacks oil slick 1+0.25 N. 69.26 W. 
ll+OOZ/6. , .
(C. in C.U.S.Fleet, 211+0/6, to Admty for 0.1.0. (R) N.S.H.Q.)

U/B. C.E.S.F.1905/6. S/M estimate as of 0800/7.
Positions. (Oomnaveu, 2511/6 to Admty),

War Diary.

Sub Attack 
and
sighting
Summary.

Australia & New Zealand.
Supply of My 121+2Z/16/10.
Stores to Question of supply of Naval Stores to R.N.ships
r .XT. has been discussed with Rear Admiral Young who

concurs in general arrangements proposed, viz, 
that U.S.Navy accept responsibility for R.N. 

ships based on Australia Station. U.S. will supply necessary 
personnel and arrangements will be made by Australian Govt, 
for necessary storage accommodation to be made available.
Adml.Young and local U.S.Officer in charge consider it will 
be necessary to arrange for additional trained staff for 
liaison duties particularly observing that stores will be 
maintained in more than one port. As stated previously no 
suitable staff can be provided from Australia in view 
considerable development, observing also that notwithstanding 
U.S.commitments in regard to supply of Naval Stores 
considerable additional work will require to be accepted by 
Naval Store Branch in Australia. In connection with refit
of H.M. and Allied ships, it is intended that U.S.supply 
Officers should be trained in H.M.A.Naval Stores Depots and 
this should help. On receipt official COTfirmation of.,, 
final arrangements stores already received from Admty will be 
transferred to appropriate U.S.Authorities.
(A.C.N.B. 0506Z/6, to B.A.D.(R) Admty, N.L.O).

/Proposed...•



MOST SECRET.

223

6.11.19U2,War Diary. Friday
FOREIGN STATIC ITS.

Australia & New Zealand.- Gontd.
Proposed Admiralty 1706A/lst and N.Z.N.B. 1039N/Vth.
Convoy. Anticipate following E.T.A. Fremantle.

AGWIPRINCE 17th Nov. TARAKAN 20th Nov.
Ta l o K 2.Consider a convoy should he formed.

ADELAIDE VAN HEEMSKERCK and KANIMBLA Can escort to longitude 
95 .E. KANIMBLA available for escort further to Westward if desired by you.
5. Request remarks. Commander Western Australia nass to C.T.F.51.
(A.C.N.B. O6 5 6ZZ6 tx> C. in C.E.F.(R) Commander S.W. Pacific 
Force. ADELAIDE,A VAN HEEMSKERCK. Commander Western Australia 
N.Z.N.B. Admty, KANIMBLA).

Scuttling of Tour lp09Z/2. The relative advantages of 
Ships. scuttling charges and other means of scuttling

merchant ships is under active consideration 
and it is hoped to be able to issue 

comprehensive instructions shortly.
2.As a temporary measure no objection to fitting the proposed 
charges in ships which could not by other means be readily 
scuttled providing that Masters, who should invariably be 
consulted, are agreeable.
(D.T.D. 2111A/6 to A.C.N.B.).

Your 19̂ 1-5/4'th. New Zealand Government agree 
to despatch New Zealand troops without escort 
from Aden to Fremantle if party does not exceed 
100. If party exceeds 100 they would wish 

to be consulted in each case.
(N.Z.N.B. 2020M/6 to P.S.T.O. Egypt,(R) C. in C.E.F. A.C.N.B. 
Admty, F.O.G.R.S.F.).

AQUITANIA,
escort.

/a

U-BOAT CAMPAITN. 
Submarines Re-ported.
Estimated positions at 1200 A/6 up 
Gibraltar and 13.00 W. S.of 37.59. 
may pass Straits.
(D.D.I.C. 150UA/6, 1508A/6).

to 12 between 
Some of these
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Home Gomman ds.

Operation 
"FB ".

Operation.
"SE".

Convoy. 
Q« P. 15 •

The Russian report that the Soviet Tanker 
DONBASS has not received the recalling 
message sent to her yesterday and while 
still proceeding Westward in Operation "FB", 
was attacked by A/C at 1030A today in 76° 24* N. 
41° 30' E. Two ships, RICHARD H.ALVEY, and 
EMPIRE GALLIARD arrived at Dvina Bar early 
this morning. Both ships grounded on the bar 
and the former may be a total loss."
The S/M TUNA was ordered today to proceed with 
despatch to the vicinity of 70° 52' N. 20° Ô -'E. 

->from the N.Westward, while 0.15, P.312, and 
P 216, remain in their respective patrol 
positions. * She arrived safely.
C. in C.W.A. considers that, to prevent any 
lowering of morale in the Merchant Navy, it is 
urgently necessary that ships should be made 
available to patrol near Atlantic convoys in the 
dangerous area between 25° and 40° W, and 
suggests that 10 N.P.Trawlers should be 
transferred to Londonderry for this purpose.

OAKLEY sailed from Scapa this morning to 
Sullom Voe, to relieve CHIDDINGFOLD in 
Operation "SE". CHIDDINGFOLD, LEDBURY, 
and MIDDLETON arrived at Sullom Voe at 1050A/6.

— Ŝ/Ivls P.312 and 216 sailed from Lerwick today 
to patrol in the Altenfiord area in the 
Russian Zone during the passage of Q.P. 15.
The blockade breakers KOTA NOPAN and ANNELIESE 
ESSBERGER outward bound from Biscay were located 
and unsuccessfully attacked by aircraft yesterda 
and today. The inward bound blockade breaker 
KULMERLAND was located in the Bay of Biscay 
yesterday and probably arrived in the Gironde 
today. Six Mosquitoes attacked two blockade 
runners in the Gironde River today and report 
hits on one of them and near misses by the other. 
Aircraft of Bomber Command on A/S patrol in the 
Bay of Biscay attacked unsuccessfully a 5,000 
ton merchant ship which retaliated.
65 aircraft laid mines last night in enemy 
waters.
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Operation “Torch."
At 0915A, N.C.X.F. reported that the Oran 
assault convoy had entered the Mediterranean, 
and that the Algiers fast (?convoy) had "been 
sighted hut not attacked. All Naval 
movements in accordance with TON 2 and 
Mickey Mouse diagram had been completed.
U.S.THOMAS STONE, from K.M.F.A.l was reported
at O6 5OZ as torpedoed and stopped in 37° 3U* N, 
00° 01* W . , with her propellers and steering 
gear gone. SPEY, standing by, reported her in 
no danger of sinking. Tug ST.DAY, patrolling 
off Cape De Gata, was ordered to take the ship 
in tow, and WISHART and VELOX to escort to 
Gibraltar. At 1305A, WISHART was ordered, when 
she reached the ship, to take off a proportion of 
troops and escort her in tow to Algiers. At 
1800Z, SPEY reported that, acting under orders 
from C.O. ,THOMAS STONE, she was escorting 21+ pf 
her landing craft with 700 men to Queen Blue 
Beach, and had left THOMAS STONE unguarded in 
37° 23' N. 00° 02' E. N.C.X.P. approved this actio 
At 1835 the destroyer PANTHER with Force H 
reported she was badly flooded forward by a near 
mis^ lir 37° US' N. 02° 52* E. and was steering 
270° at 6 knots, making for Gibraltar, where she 
arrived on 8th November.

North Atlantic.
NORTE. A Corunna report states that Spanish motor

sailing vessel NORTE shipped torpedoes today 
from a German tanker at Perrol.

South Atlantic.
S.O.(l) Rio de Janeiro reports that SS. ELMDALE 
was toruedoed and sunk at 2103 G.M.T./l in 0° 17* 
30" N 5k° 5 5 ’ N.
R.A.W.A.today reported that KELT, trawler, attack 
ed and possibly damaged a U/B at 19U0/30/10 in 
2° 2 0 ’ S. 8° 5 0 ’ E.

/ T o . • • •



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Operation 
"Sneeze."

226

SITUATION REPORT.

7.U.19U2.
Saturday.

South Atlantic - Contd.
To avoid a U-Boat suspected in approx 15° N.
35° W., W.S.21+ was ordered by Admiralty at 1855A 
to he diverted to eastward, and R/V for ILEX 
and SOUTHERN PRIDE adjusted accordingly.
St Helena W/T intercepted at 0200 a "Q" message 
from MATTHEW MAURY (New York to Table Bay and 
Mombasa; Position doubtful.
At 0557 G.M.T. on "S" report was made by an 
unknown ship in a position 110° 30 miles from 
Accra.
SS.OLAP BERGN reported to Simonstown at 1600 
G.M.T. having picked up a lifeboat and 20 men 
from LLANDILO in 26° 30’ S. 01° 10’ W.

Mediterranean.
Holders of envelope Med. 00181/8 were 
instructed by 0. in O.Med at 1122 to open it, 
and prespective signal for Operation "Sneeze" 
was made at the same time.
72 Lancasters attacked Genoa last night.
A Hudson today attacked a U-Boat in 37° 32* N.
1° 50’ E. and saw a piece of the casing blown 
into the air, and in 38° 8' N, 2° 12’ E a 
Hudson saw a U-Boat sink stern first with bows a 
an angle of 60° for b minutes and reported 
much oil and air, and 5 bodies in the water.

East Indies.
Troops Convoy M.C.l. sailed from Kilindini 
today for Durban, escorted by ENTERPRISE.
A German raider or supply ship was fixed by 
D/F off Sunda Straits at 1I+19Z today.

/During...
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East Indies - Contd.

During a patrol from 17th October to 7th Novembe 
D S/M 0.23 attacked a convoy of 1+ merchant 
vessels of about 5»000 tons off the North 
entrance to Penang on 23th October and 
secured one hit on one ship.

America & West Indies.

5.Y.M.S. ZrnamA 1+ mrr reported disabled in 
51° 06’N. kl° 50'W at Oi+20. FRISKY 
m m m a m  escorted by VEGRE3YILLE v&fcfe sailed 
to fchnCr assistance. 1 ._^

Oonvoy T.A.G- 19 was attacked today and 
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE and LINDENHALL were 
torpedoed in 11° 3 V  N. 63° 26' W.

U. S.S.SURPRISE was missed by two torpedoes 
today and counter- attacked in 11° 32’ N.
63° 26’ W at 07U5Z.
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SUFFOLK.

P.556
1 tT̂ u

KENT.

TIGRIS.

.7, A. Command. 

THUNDERBOLT.

UNBEATEN.
Jz . 3, 3^) »

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.

My 1626/ 5. Proceed to pass Hoxa Gate at 1800/7. 
(C. in C. K.F., 0827A/7 to SUFFOLK).
Scapa departure 171+7 SUFFOLK. E. T.A.0730/9. 
(A.C.O.S. , 1815/7 to A.C.I.C. )

My 1002/6. P.556 escorted by MANGROVE leaves
Milford Haven p.m./7th southabout for 
Portsmouth.
(F.O.S., 0914A./7).

My 1122A/5- Sailed.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1115A/7 to A.C.O.S.)

TIGRIS sails from Portsmouth at 1800/7 and 
crosses 0U3° N. , at longitude 012° 30’ W. at II4.OO 
/ 1 2 th.
(Capt. S. 5. » 1203A/7 to F.O.C.N.A. )
Your 1508/6. Arrived 1215/7*
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1219A/7 to C. in C. Nore). 
Sailed TIGRIS*
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1903A/7 and 1906A/8 to 
F.O.C.N.A.)

Situation at 2003A/7. Details.
(C. in C. W. A. , 1357A/7) See Lion Copy.

(1) Sailing THUJTDERBOLT escorted by CUTTY SARK 
on 10th November so as to part company in the 
vicinity of Bishop Rock at 1700/12.
(2) Route.
(F.O.S., II4I46A /7 to TITANIA).

UNBEATEN is to be recalled so as to R/V 
CUTTY SARK after daybreak 180° Bishop Rock 10 
miles at 1700/ 1 2 th.
(2) UNBEATEN is to be routed approximately throu 
(A) 0U5° N. , 004° W. (B) 01+8° N. , 008° W. 
keeping clear of old mine-fields.
(F.O.S. , lkh9k/l and 15W-A/7). 

is to leave patrol area after dark 8th, dive by 
.rough following positions at times stated.
0 59' at 0030/9th. (b) 014-5° 0 5 ’ 001+° 02' at 
01+7° 55’ 007° 59’ at 2000A/11.

Rock 10 miles 1700A/12th.
ill R/V in position (d) above at 1700A/12.

3., 1901A/7).

/PRINCE...
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Movements. - Contd.
Intend sailing PRINCE LEOPOLD at 0300A/8 for 
Portsmouth via Irish Sea standard route, and 
channel route (P). E.T.A. Needles 1200A/9. 
(F. O.I.C. Greenock, 1506/7).

My 1238/4. Para.1. Amend time at R/V to read 
0730/9th.
Para 2 amend? date to read 9th November.
(3) Para. 3 amend times to read as follows 
Submerged area 51 > 0100/8 to 0500/8. Area 53» 
0200/8 to 0100/9. Area 41 1400/8 to 0730/9. 
total from 0630 to 1030 on 9th Nov.
(Capt. S.5. » 1550A/7 to SEVERN).

Sailed H.M. Rescue Tug NIMBLE to Milford Haven. 
E.T.A. , 1800A/8. A.M. 1843A/6. refers.
(F. O.I.C. Greenock, 1706A/7).
NIMBLE is to adjust speed so as to joiri*convoy 

(3.0. of Escort LANCASTER) estimated in 180° Smalls 4i miles 
at l600A/8th.
Convoy will be proceeding at 6 knots via Q.Z.S. 301 and thence 
through 2700 The Smalls 5 miles.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1855A/7 to NIMBLE). -***.£.

A.P.D.18 My 1900A/4 and C. in C. Plymouth 1353A/5th.
Intend sailing A.P.D. 18 towed by EMPIRE BASC0BEL 
EMPIRE LARCH, and ABEILLE 4 from Needles 1200/10 
for Corpach.

2. Routed A.M. Q.Z.S. 293 and route P and A and then Spithead 
Route and in accordance with traffic regulations to North 
Channel. Expected speed of advance in fine weather 5 knots.
3. Escort will be provided by FERNIE and a destroyer and 3 
A/S trawlers to be detailed by C. in C. Plymouth.
Codeword "Jovial'*.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1835A/7 and 2325A/7).

War Diary.

PRINCE
LEOPOLD.

SEVERN.

NIMBLE.

Operations.
Operation 
"Upsilon" 
(JUNON) 
UREDD 
Patrol.

and O6 3 0 N.(4) Instructions for submarines are contained in my 1219/9th 
October.
(F.O.S. , 1121A/7 to Capt. S.9).My 1121/7th para. 2. Short title of operation is "Upsilon" 

(F.O.S. , 1122A/17).

(1) JUNON and UREDD are to be sailed to Lerwick 
9th November.
(2) JUNON is to proceed to Lerwick for a 
special landing operation North of Lofoten 
Island, thence operating in area K.9. Orders 
follow by courier tonight Saturday.
(3) UREDD is to proceed to Lerwick to operate
in Area K.5» and K.6 between latitude 060° 45’ N.

/Patrols...
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S e c t io n  N«E.

0^UFPOLK
✓

58 48 04 06 To 58 45 07 15 
thence H v a lfjo r d

18

LONDON 58 48 06 45 To Scapa 18

^ w. n*53 • COVJ-iRLET
TARANTELLA.

58 16  05 33■ To M eth il 8

e . n.59 POLKA
VALSE

5846  04 18 To Loch Ewe 8

S e ct io n  S.E*

| |  KENT

ANCHUSA

55 10 05 40 To Scapa 24

53 50 04 52 To Londonderry 12

Convoy DERBY COUNTY 52 08 05 21 Northbound

T .A .28 U nescorted S a ils  C lyde 
030QA/8

270 dogs Oversay 
6 m ile s

22

Ii*M»60 HUDDERSFIELD TOWN 52 57 05 03 Southbound 3

0 .N .S .144 EGLANTINE 54  07 04 59 Northbound 7
s c

0* R« 3. (M)IM- FOXTROT 54 24 05 02 Northbound 6

0,N *S.144 U nescorted S a i ls  B e lfa s t
0145V8

B/V 270 degs 
Oversay 6 m ile s

#

=»> 0 * N .S . ( c ) m

O .N .S*(O .J. ) 
344

U nescorted  

SOUTHERN WAVE

S a ils  C lyde 
2015A/7

S a i ls  Oban 
003QA/8

B/V 270 degs 
Oversay 6 m iles

B/V 270 degs 
Oversay 6 m iles

6

1 lv/V
1 Tug and Tow

YORK CITY 52 13 05 18 Northbound

^  S e c t io n  N.W.

S .C .107
C.T.U*
24* 1*14*

•

HESTIGOUCHE
AHN3RST
ALGONIA
MOOSEJAW
SHERBROOKE

50 59 20 39 t o  .58 05 13 02 7i-

S. C .L .107 
C .T .U .
24* 6.3*

U .S .S . INGHAM 
U .S .S . LEARY 
U .S .S . SCHENCK

59 23 21 37 To R eykjavik 6

E .u .47 BLACKPLY
ALCA

59 29 10 51 000 degs Butt o f  
Lewis 6 m iles

4

o e c t i o r / .



Section S.W.

4 minesweepers 54 28 28 20

Hospital ship 
AMAEAP00RA

41 55 14 30

Hospital ship 
HSv’FOUHDL/'dffl

46 20 15 00
l

Hospital ship
OXFORDSHIRE

52 22 14 20

K.M.F.2. PBTHCM 
3 Sloops. 
2 Cutters*

41 50 18 25

S.U125 SALADIN
petunia
CROCUS

54 02 10 40

H.X. 213
C.T.U
24.1.16

HESPERUS
WHITEHALL
VANESSA
g e n t i a n.
CLEMATIS
heather.

56 44 24 08

0.N.S.142 (E)
G.T.U
.24*1*5

FIREDPAKE
SUNFLOWER
LOOSESTRIFE
ALISMA

49 32 31 21

PINK
4 trawlers 
KIBER

V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (Ii) 
a. c.n .s . (f )(2) 
a .c.n .s .(t ) 
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Capt.Pim 
D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D. (F)(2) 
D.C.(2)
U.S.N,
D.A/S W. 
lid . o f  M* ' 
D»D«I»C«(2)

Advance copy

To 54 30 '28 00 thence 
55 30 18 00

To 41 30 14 30 thence
37 00 10 00

To 41 30 15 00

To 52 00 15 00 thence 
41 30 13 00

To 40 55 16 30 thence
37 10 16 30

To 55 01 10 00 thence 
55 34 08 28

To 56 29 08 30
i

To 43 20 40 01

1357V7.

D. C. D. B-O. (H) D. T. D.
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Operations - Contd
Patrols. Patrol tonight.

M.T.B. 55 (S.O.) 54* 56, M.G. B. 611, 615 near 
position 50° 05' N., 01° 30’ W., passing 
Needles at 1800 and F buoy at 0730. Codeword 

"Device". Return St. Helens if weather foul. -^SEVERN escorted 
by SKATE arrives Needles 0830/8. 2 Chasseurs patrolling near
E A 5 Buoy. a .**

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1156A/7 to HORNET).
M. L. patrol tonight.

~9 2. Forces employed M.Ls. 153 (S.0.> 491, and 195.
3. Patrol 5 miles either side of 110° Start point 9 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-boats. ^ .
5. Information. Own. Submarine SEVERN passes up channel 
unescorted during the night through 180° Lizard 15 miles 
180° Start point 20 miles, and 180° Portland Bill 13 miles. 
Enemy. E-boats may work from either Cherbourg or Guernsey.
6. Execution. Proceed at 1800/7 to patrol. Leave patrol 
at daylight 8th and return Dartmouth.
7. Codeword "Obstacle".

_____>(C. in C. Plymouth, 1339/7).
Intend M. G.B. 318 at 1700/7 for the southward returning 

Dartmouth 0845/8. Codeword "Warrant".
2. Request Fighter Escort as follows; (a ) Dartmouth 1700/7 
to VY 2027 at 1830/7 (B) VY 1324 at 0700/8 to Dartmouth at
0845/8.

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1541/7 to C. in C. Plymouth).
M.L. Patrol tomorrow.

2. Forces employed. M.L.181 (S.O.) 179, and 183.
3. Patrol. 7 miles 065° and 245° of 130° Start Point 20 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-boats.
5. Information. Own. * P.556 escorted b/*MANGROVE passes Start
Point at 2100/8 on convoy route to eastward. Enemy E-boats may 
work from Cherbourg or Guernsey. xxi f wiT*.
6. Execution. Proceed at 1030/8. R/V with PLOUGASTEL and tow 
in 180° Rame Head 2 miles at 1400/8. Escort tug and tow to 
Salcombe keeping outside 25 fathom line. Leave Salcombe 1730/8 
and proceed to patrol. Leave patrol at daylight 9th and 
proceed to Dartmouth. If you consider weather too rough for 
safety of tow, you are to order PLOUGASTEL and tow back to 
Plymouth.
7. Codeword "Obstacle 1" whilst escorting "Obstacle" for 
patrol.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1635A/7).
Situation 2000. TIGRIS 115* 2 3 4 5 6 7 Portland Bill 18, S.W. 

bound, 12 knots. ^a.2.1.^ .
3 M.Ls. on patrol 9 miles S.E.S. Start Point.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1645A/7).
---- ■* Your 1339/7. "Obstacle" sailed less M.L. 491.

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1754A/7 to C. in C. Plymouth)

UNBEATEN UNBEATEN in Biscay West Zone.
Patrol. (F.O.S. , 1726A/7 and 1801A/7). .wi.fr
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Allied Air Activity.
Russian Your 1846/5.
Recognition Am quite certain Russians would never agree 
Signals. universal adoption A.S.R.S. over land.

This was only accepted by them for use over 
limited area of sea.
2. Best we can hope for is that Soviet 

Naval Authorities keep aerodromes and A.A. defences (?vicinity) 
Vaenga and Archangel informed current A.S.R.S. identification 
We must try always to give them expected time of arrival Britis 
aircraft.
3. This should lessen chances our aircraft arriving first time 
being shot at. British aircraft operating from Soviet 
aerodromes will be given local recognition procedure.
4. Experience shown however Russians regardless of any 
recognition procedure are quick on the trigger.
(Ad. Miles 1231C/7 to Admty).

Bomber On day 6th November, 4 a /C attacked Wilhelmshave
Command On night 6/7 November, 65 A/C laid mines, and
Operations. 62 A/C bombed Genoa.

(H. Q. B.C. , 1600/7).

Bombing Request total bombing restrictions in
restrictions. (A) Area bounded by longitude 012° E. , and

021° E. and latitude 073° 30’ N., and 070° N. 
forthv/ith until 0800/9th.
(B) My area bounded by 071° N., 021° E. 019° E. 
and Norwegian coast from 0800/8th.
(P.O.S., 1757A/7 to H. Q.C.C. )

Mining
Off Request you will issue orders for ADVENTURE to
Dundee. lay a line of Mark XVTI mines in a direction

215° from 56° 28’ N., 01° 37’ W.
(A.C.N.S. (H.), 1617A/7 to R.A.M.)

Lyme Bay 
sweep.

Your 1621A/6. Arrived ’'Ounce V”. 
(P.O.I.C. Portland, 1642A/7).

Enemy Intelligence.
P.C.S. of one Merchant Vessel 45° 18* N., 11° 
01+’ W. (?240°) 10 knots. Hostile. Name 
unknown. 7000 tons. Similar 20 page 42.
(A/C 461 Sqdn. 1300/7 to 19 Group)
270, 8,10,000 tons, 12 knots, 2 masts, one 
funnel, grey derricks fore aft, no flag or 
markings.

(A/C 6 GKS 1355/7 to 19 Group).
Latest position of A/V 46° 50’ N. , 10° 42* W.
(A/C, Duty H. 1450/7 to 19 Group).

Enemy
Merchant
Ship.

/MV0...
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Enemy Intelligence _ uo-hTi:m

MVD 90, 4 220, 44° 24' N., 12° 07’ W.
(A/C, 224 Sqdn, 1527/7 to 19 Group).
1 M.V. 090.4 220 THJY 2453. 44° 24* N. , 12° 07’
W.
(A/C 304 Sqdn, Duty C, 1527/7 to 19 Group).
P.C.S. of enemy are (?latitude) 12° 07’W., (?2)10
10.
(A/C 304 Sqdn. Duty C 1535/7).

Position of M/V 46® 50' N., 11° (?06») W.
(A/C 10 O.T.U., 1615/7 to 19 Group).
P.C.S. of Enemy 45° 52' N., 02° 02' W., 045° 10 knots.
(A/C 502 Sqdn. Duty E. , 1721/7 to 19 Group).
One enemy merchant vessel bearing 015° distance 10 miles 

course 170° position 45° 52' N., 10° 57' W. estimated at 1708. 
(A/C 224 Sqdn. Duty F,, 1735/7).

War Diary.

Enemy 
Merchant 
Ship. Contd.

Unidentified Your 0048/3. The following ten unidentified 
Ships. vessels were plotted by R.D.P. during October.

Details.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1835A/7 to Admty).

U-boats.

U-boats Am over enemy S/M in (?latitude) 02° 12* E.
Reported. Enemy was on course 090° speed 5 knots, when

first sighted.
(A/C TVSU 1045/7).
One U-boat inward-bound within 150 miles N or 

N.W. of Pinisterre. One outward within 40 miles 047° 10' 010° 
59'. 3 outward East Of 006° 30'.
(F.O.S., 1553A/7 to S/Ms).

Navigational.

Blackstone My 1126/3. Amend danger-area to read point
Point of origin 50° 20’ 03” N., 03° 34’ 03” W.
danger-area. Sea danger.is bounded as follows. Details.

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1232/7 and 1818A/7).

Owers. Owers elbow bell-buoy is adrift from station.
(Hydrographer 1731A/7).

Casualties & Defects.
MARITIMA. My 0415Z/6. P.C.S. at 0103Z/7, 062° 02' N.,
MOUNT PILLION, 024° 29' W., 028° 9 knots. Number of survivors 
Survivors. 515 comprising 100 officers 301 ratings and

114 Lascar seamen and including Commodore 
Watson and staff. At least 8 cot-cases, numerous 
minor injuries.
(CELANDINE, 01153/7 to A.C.I.C.)

/Amended...
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Casualties & Defects.- ur-n.'/S/-
Amended E.T.A. Reykjavik 0104Z/8. ARVTDA.
A.P.O. 29(46?)/4l. Details.
STOCKPORT has 54 Officers, 206 Ratings, including 
6 cot-cases and 14 minor injuries. U.S. Tug 
PUSSAHIGH has 25 Officers and 29 ratings 
including Commodore Watson and Staff and 29 

Lascar Seamen. U.S. Tug UNCAS has Officer, 18 Ratings and 
85 Lascar Seamen.

MARITIMA, 
MOUNT PILLION, 
Survivors. 
Contd.

(CELANDINE, 1355Z/7 to A.C.I.C.)
T.HiW^My 0936A/5. MISTRAL delayed by defects. Anticipate 
sailing p.m./8th.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1104&/7) •

ASTURIAS.

H.S.L.191

Your 1705/2. On arrival in U.K. ASTURIAS can 
be taken in hand for refit by Harland and 
Wolff, Belfast.
(D.O.D. (Fj, 1145A/7 to R.A. West Africa).

RINGDOVE. Boiler trouble has necessitated sheltering and
repair at Stornoway before proceeding Kirkwall. 
(RINGDOVE, 1730A/7 to N.O.I.C., Kirkwall).

Shipping & Convoys.
Q.P.15 My 1127/2. FAULKNOR, ECHO, IMPULSIVE remain

at Seidisfiord until further orders.
(C. in C. H.F., 0114A/7).
My 1728/2 and F.O.(S) 1928/3. In view of A.M. 

1415/6 and A.M. 0109/7 Russians have despatched S/M K.3 to 
area 2 A.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1005A/7).

Reliable fix D/F bearing of one enemy destroyer 
at 0545 G.M.T./7th in estimated position 068°
40’ N., 011° 10’ E.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 0745A/7 to Admty).
At 0843A Russians reported by direction finder 
enemy destroyer in region Nordkin Cape. 
Reliability very doubtful.
(S.B.N.O.- North Russia, 0925A/7 to Admty).

My 1016A/6. Russian report DONBASS has not received 
recalling message and is still proceeding to westward. Ship 
was attacked by aircraft in 076® 24’ N., 041° 30’ E. at 1030A/7*

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1110A/7).
TUNA proceeding forthwith with despatch to patrol vicinity 

of 070° 32’, 020° 01' E. It is most important to remain unseen 
approaching your patrol positions.

(F.O.S., 1544A/7 to S/Ms).

Operation
F.B.
DONBASS 
attacked 
by A/C.

/Positions...
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O p e ra t io n  
P« 3*DONBASS a t t a c k e d  by A/C. C on td .

S h ip p in g  & Convoys.-.
P o s i t i o n s  o f  su b m a rin e s  a t  0 8 00 A /8 th  and m ovem ents f o r  th e  f o l lo w in g  22+ h o u rs .A. TUNA p ro c e e d in g  w ith  d e s p a tc h  to  v i c i n i t y  70° 3 2 ' N . , 20° 0 1 ' E. , from  N o rth w estw a rd .
B. 0 .1 5  v i c i n i t y  75° N ., 08° W.C. P .3 1 2  and P . 216 i n  zone K. 6 .
(F .O . S. , 1726A/7 and 223UA/7) •My 15l+l+/7th. Your o b j e c t  c r u i s e r  and  ab o v e . 
( F .O .S . ,  2326A/7 to  S /M s).

K .M .S .3  C an ce l my 1110A /6. Amended R/V a s  f o l lo w s .R/V 270° 6 m i le s  fro m  O versay  a t  0900Z /9 . 
R A  1200Z/9 055° 3 8 ’ N ., 007° 1 8 ’ W. R/V 1200Z /10 055° 2 9 ' N . , 012° 1 0 ' W.(N .C .S .O . G reeno ck , 102+1A/7)*A rr iv e d  VIRGINIA.
(N.O. I .C .  A u l tb e a , 1501A /7 ).

F. S. and Commencing w i th  F. S. 57 so u th b o u n d  convoys w i l lP .N . C onvoys. p ro c e e d  by Q. Z. S. 308 and 311 e x c e p t on  th o s e
1.7 / n ig h t s  when no P .N . Convoy i s  i n  th e  a r e a  when
r j 1 ' th e y  w i l l  p ro c e e d  by Q .Z .S . 287 and 277•Commencing w i th  P .N . 63 n o rth b o u n d  convoys w i l l  

p ro c e e d  by Q. Z. S. 287 and 277»(C . i n  C. N ore , 101+8A/7)*Owing to  w ith d ra w a ls  from  R o sy th  E s c o r t  F o rce  and te m p o ra ry  d e f e c t s  i n  WESTMINSTER and LEEDS i t  w i l l  be im p o s s ib le  t o  p ro v id e  2 E s c o r t s  on a l l  o c c a s io n s  i n  n e a r  f u t u r e .  I t  i s  
in te n d e d  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  F. S.^6l ,  P. Njr69, F. Sjj62 and  P. N.fr70 w i l l  o n ly  have 1 e s c o r t  e a c h  from  R osy th  E s c o r t  F o rc e  and i t  i s  r e q u e s te d  i f  a v a i l a b l e  C. i n  C. N ore w i l l  p ro v id e  1 e s c o r t  f o r  e a ch  Convoy be tw een  N ore and Tyne o r  i f  t h a t  i s  n o t  p r a c t i c a b l e  a s  f a r  n o r th  as p o s s i b l e .. (C . i n  C. R o sy th , 152+OA/7 to  C. i n  C. N o re ) .

0 . N. 11+5 . i t o f U . £  kV .C .T .U . 21+.1.3 i n  CAMPBELL, p lu s  ROSTHERN, DIANTHUS, BADGER, TRILLIUM, d e s ig n a te d  o ce a n  e s c o r t  O.N. 12+5. A n t i c ip a t e  DIANTHUS w i l l  s a i l  to  o v e r ta k e  on  10t h .
(C .T .G . 2U.7. 1100Z/7 to  C. i n  C. W .A.)

K .M .F .3 A d m ira lty  2032A /6 and 2038A /6. C o n fe ren ceIIOOa/ 13* I t  i s  h ig h ly  d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  sh ip s  sh o u ld  a r r i v e  C lyde p .m ./1 2 th .(N .O .I .C . G reen o ck , llll+ A /7 )*A d m ir a l ty 's  2 0 ^ 1 /6 t h ,  2 0 3 8 /6 , 2 0 3 2 /6 . One s h ip  o f  U2nd E s c o r t  6r oup to  e s c o r t  C a r d i f f  p o r t i o n  and one s h ip  o f  i+2nd E s c o r t  Group to  e s c o r t  L iv e rp o o l  p o r t i o n  to  C ly d e . P .O s. i n  
c h a rg e  c o n c e rn e d  a r e  r e q u e s te d  to  a r r a n g e  R/V.( i i  R em ainder o f  2+2nd Group and AZALEA to  a r r i v e  C ly d e  a .m . ( ? 9) i n  tim e  f o r  convoy c o n fe re n c e .
(C . i n  C. W .A., 1222A /7 ).

/H .X . 213. • .
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Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
Convoy is to split into fast and slow sections. 
Speed of fast section to be such that Mersey 
ships are capable of reaching seav/ard end of 

Q.Z.S. 298 by 0800A/9th. Names of ships detached to be 
reported. Escort is to be allocated in proportion to size of 
sections.
Ships bound Loch E?/e are to proceed independently from position 
L.
(C. in C. W.A., 1238A/7 to C.T.U. 2i+*l.l6).

Take ROSE and VERVAIN under your orders and 
R/V O.N.S.lijlj. in 000° Altacarry 8 miles at 
0915Z/8.
(N.O.I.C., Londonderry 1439A/7 to POTENTILLA).

Reason for returning unable to rejoin convoy 
after making temporary machinery repairs. 
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1530/7 to C. in C. W.A. )

Your 1007/7* Instruct TYNEMOUTH to endeavour 
to make Barrow if possible, only proceeding 
Belfast if absolutely necessary.
(C. in C. W.A., 1546A/7 to SALADIN).

Your 1221A/6. Intend escorting S.L.125 U from 08° W * , to 
57° N . , S.L.125 U E.T.A. Loch Ewe 0900A/9* Your 15^6a / 7 and 
my 1001A/7 TYNEMOUTH now reports unable to proceed past Lough 
Foyle. Will carry out own repairs there SEMB1XAN has engine 
defects. MANO dangerous cargo due spontaneous combustion both 
are proceeding Clyde.

(SALADIN, 185UA/7 to C. in C. W.A.)
S.L. 125, E.T.A. 055° 3 5 ’ N . , 007° 0 0 ‘ W. 1200A/8. When 

KIRKELLA joins, PETUNIA fuel Moville,CROCUS direct to Liverpool.
(SALADIN, 1901A/7).
Request KIRKELLA be sailed to meet PETUNIA escorting S.L. 

125 in position A at 1200A/8.
(N.O.I. C. Liverpool, 222i|A/7 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry).

H.X.215 My 1033/3* Route for HURRICANE and ships in
company (a ) 57° 01* N . , 2k° 55’ W*
(B) 53° 02' N . , ^0° 0 3 ’ W. thence Argentia. 
Provided ships concerned can arrive Argentia in 

time to refuel and return with H.X.215,HURRICANE has discretion 
to carry out A/S operations on passage after crossing 025° W. 
reporting intentions.
(C. in C. W.A., 1614Z/7 to Commdre, Londonderry).

B.l. Group HURRICANE S.0., WALLFLOWER, MONKSHOOD sailed 
from Lough Poyle in accordance with your 1033/3 as indicated. 
WALLFLOWER, MONKSHOOD 1030A, HURRICANE at 1937A to overtake. 
WATCHMAN delayed Asdic defective.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1939A/7 to C. in C. W.A.)

0.N.S.1UU

O.N. 11*3 
BRITISH 

FAITH.

S.L.125

War Diary.

H.X. 213

F.S. and 
F.N. Convoys.

Starting with F.S^57 and F.Ni63 East Coast 
Convoys will operate the following timetable, 
my 1521/9/U/U2 then being cancelled. Details. 
Southbound convoys proceed by Q. Z.S. 308 and
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HOME COMMANDS.

F. S. and 
F.N. Convoys 
Contd.

Shipping & Convoys — IT.

311 unless otherwise ordered by C. in C. Nore. 
Northbound Convoys will proceed by Q.Z.S. 287 and 
277.
8^ knot convoys will only run v/hen specially 
ordered.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1800/7).

K.X. 6 Arrived your 1924A/6.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1821A/7 to F.O.I.C. 
Greenock) •

Atlantic
Convoy
Rescue
Trawlers.

To prevent any lowering of morals in the Merchant 
Navy, it is considered an urgent necessity that 
ships are available to patrol between 25° W., 
and 40° W. preferably in the vicinity of convoys, 
to assist in the rescue of the crews of 
stragglers and independents which may be

torpedoed in this dangerous area.
2. It is submitted that immediate consideration may be given 
to transfer of the ten trawlers of the Northern Patrol to 
Londonderry to work in this area. They would be invaluable in 
rendering assistance and at the same time would be working 
in an area where the U-boat density is undoubtedly greater than 
on their present patrol line.
(G. in C. W.A., 1912A/7 to Admty).
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Operation “Torch, 11

U/B 1 S/lvI on surface "bearing 110° speed 2 knots 
« \tion 35.51 N. 2.37 W.

THOMAS STONE U.S.THOMAS STONE from K .M .F.A .l torpedoed and

f , s teer in g  gear gone. Request tugs immediately.
■ >■ ***■ „ Am standing by.

(SPEY 0630Z/7 to  F.O.O.N.A. (R) N .C .X .F ., 
N.G.E.N.T.F. ) .

My O65O ,i f  am to  carry out my part in operation "Torch", 
must leave THOMAS STONE in 37.34 N. 00.01 W. at 1200Z. Am 
g iv in g  her A/S p rotection  only. Ship is  in no danger o f  
sink ing. Request immediate in s tru ct io n s .

(SPEY 0745Z/7 to  N .O .X.F.(R) Gom.E.N.T.F.) .
SPEY 0650Z/7th. f  Regimental Commander (?35th ? .39th)

Infantry i s  on "board.. NE he should "be tran ferred  to  another 
ship so that he may d ire ct  landing operations o f  remainder o f  
h is regiment. Request you w il l  arrange.

(N.C.X.F.0937A/7 to N .G .E.N .T.F., (R) S.O. Force H). 
Proceed to  p os it ion  037.34 N. 000.01 W. with a l l  

despatch.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0955A/7 to  ST. DAY (R)SPEY N.C.B.T. F . ) .
U .S.Transport THOMAS STONE torpedoed and stopped in 

037.34 N. 000.01 W. P ropeller  and (?s teer in g  gear) destroyed. 
ST. DAY p a tro llin g  o f f  Gape de Gata has "been ordered to take shi 
in tow.~ Proceed with a l l  despatch and escort to  G ibra ltar.
SPEY stand "by at nresent.

(N.C.X. F. 1005A/7 to WISHART, VELOX, (R) ST.DAY, SPEY). 
Your 0745Z/7th. Remain in  company u n t il  re liev ed  "by 

WISHART and VELOX.
(N.C.X.F. 1202A/7 to  SPEY (R) N.O. E .T .F .).
.hen you reach THOMAS STONE take o f f  a proportion  o f 

Troops and escort her in tow to  A lg ie rs .
(N.C.X. F. 1305A/7 to  WISHART (R) VELOX, N.C.E.N.T.F,
SPEY).
A cting under orders from C.O. U.S.S.THOMAS STONE am 

escortin g  24 o f her landing c ra ft  with 700 men to  Q,ueen Blue 
Beach steer in g  100° to  pass through 37.00 N. 03.00 E. E.T.A. 
in th is  p os it ion  1100/8th. THOMAS STONE l e f t  unguarded in., 
37.25 N. 00.02 E.

(SPEY 1800Z/7 to  N.G.X.F.Eastern N.T.F. S.O. Force H.
S.O. Force 0. S.N.O.L. KARANJA, S.O. Force R . ) .
As soon as WISHART jo in s you take/STONE in tow fo r  A lg iers

0.ti *bG Sii S"D6GCl#
ST DAY is  to search p os it ion  037.24 N. 000.41 E. at 0700Z/8th 
course 107° WISHART amend R/V as necessary.

(N.C.X.F.1948A/7 to  SPEY (R) WISHART, ST DAY).
Your l800Z/7th . Your action  h e a r t ily  approved.
(N.G.X.F. 2208Z/7 to  SPEY (R) E.N.T.F. S.N.O.L.KARANJA)

torpedoed. stopped in 3 7 o 4  N. 00.01 W. P rope llers  and

/C ancel
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Operation "Torch." - Contd.
THOMAS STONE,
torpedoed.
Contd.

Cancel my 1948A/7th. SPEY has proceeded with 
L.C.A.leaving^STONE in 037.25 N. 000.02 E. 
Comply with my 1305/7th. giving necessary 
instructions to ST.DAY.
(N.C.X.F. 2218Z/7 to WISHART.(R) SPEY N.C.E.T.F. 
S.O. Force H.Capt.S.8., ST DAY).

9 S/Hs 
from
Cagliari.

V.A.Malta 0855/7 to N.C.X.F. see Mediterranean,

BDAY.
K.S.M.O.I.

My position 0900Z/7th 036.27 N. 003.16 V/. 
speed 10.5 knots. Unahle to R/V K.S.M.O.I. 
until 1900Z/7th. Request instructions.
(EDAY 0901Z/7 to F.O.C.N. A.).

Your 0901Z/7th. Press on at "best speed
to overtake. , , . .(N.C.X.F. 1225A/7 to EDAY (R) N.C.C.T.F.).

Situation Oran assault convoy entered Mediterranean
Report Algiers fast sighted hut not attacked yet.̂
U0*2. All Naval movements in accordance with TON 2

and Mickey Mouse diagram completed.
(N.C.X.F. 0915A/7 to Admty (R) F.O.C.N.A. etc). 

[No.Sit. Report 1 - probably Hush.J
G.U.F.l. Request route for G.U.F.l from position 34.00 N,

10.00 W. to longitude 40.00 V/.
(N.C.X.F. 0931A/7 to Admty).

U/B reports 
& attacks.

Am over enemy S/M in j>6.35 N. 10.24 W.
Enemy on surface and observed to submerge.
(A/C TK7M. 1010/7) / . _Am over enemy S/M in j>6o 5 N. 10.24 W. 
enemy on surface and observed to submerge course
130° speed 10 knots.

(TK7M. 1016/7). , \Am over enemy S/M in position CZJJ. 812 (indecipherable) 
when first sighted was on surface on course 090 . 5 knots.

(Gib.A/C 1045/7). . ^ ^ ... vHave attacked enemy with bombs (.dive).
(A/C TV5U. 1150/7).

R/CItalian
Ports.

My 1446/6th. Forenoon photographs and afternoon 
visuals confirm no change except.
(1)Brindisi, add 3 destroyers. (2).At lUhOA/bth 
2 destroyers at Palermo 10 course 270 speed
15 knots. , . _ . _(V.A.Malta 1037A/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C.ked.
Admty, F.O.C.N.A.).

/GLAISDALE.. . .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

GLAISDALE
K.K.5.

Q-peration “Torch.” - Contd.
K (?X) (?5), E.T.A.Gibraltar lOOOA/lOth, S. of A. 
8 knots.
(GLAISDALE 1038A/7 to F.O.C.N.A.( R) Admty,
C. in G.W.A.).

Italian
Main
Units.

Visual R/C about 0730A/7th no change Italian 
main unit(s). Navarino not yet covered. 
(?V.A.Malta 101+5A/7 to N.C.X.F.(F) F.O.O.N.A. 
Admty, S.O. Force H, E.N.T.(?P) O.N.T.F.)

German A/G At 0810Z German A/0 reported either Force H 
Report. or K.M.(?F) (?A) 1.

(N. C.X.F. 1101A/7 to S.O.Force H, E.N.T.F.(R) 
O.N.T.F.).

Oran R/G. Photographic R/G Oran 1545/6th shows follov/ing
change merchant shipping since (? 1st) Nov.
One medium from abreast LORRAINE one medium 

along last GIRAUD one medium stern to AUPUY one small one 
medium departed Miller and one small to Senegal.
2 small (3 Groups omitted) departed (?central). Naval Units. 
CASSARD to north central. ELAN to Lamoune. Destroyer from 
floating dock to Beaupuy stern to one S/M from Lamoune to 
alongside inner floating dock.
(N.C.X.F. 1130 A/7 to N.C.O.N.T.F. WALNEY, HARTLAND)

1 A/'S A/0 will he attacking any S/M sighted 
on surface in vicinity of assult areas.
2 Essential therefore that SHAD, GUNNEL,
HERRING, and BARB when withdrawing should remain 
submerged during daylight on D.Day. S/\ls after 
dark on D.Day should then proceed on the

surface to patrol positions on Cape Sim Madeira line as 
previously ordered.
3.Total bombing restrictions will be in force 20 miles either 
side line joining Cape Sim and position 283°. Cape Sim 160 
miles from daylight D plus one day until further orders and 
in area between Cape Sim 31.30 N. 11.00 W. 33.00 10.00 j>3.00 
09.00 Cape Sim from daylight D.plus one day until D. plus 2 
days.
l+.When endurance causes you to relinquish patrol report this 
fact and proceed through 32,00 N. 12.00 W. 35*00 15.00. 
(N.C.X.F.1150A/7 to BARB, HERRING, GUNNEL, SHAD. R.A.W.A.(R) 
N.Cdr.Western Naval Task Force, A.O.C.Gibraltar).

SHAD.
GUNNEL, 
HERRING.
BARB.

-  U .*/■/»--- Ju

Algiers. Photographic R/C Algiers 15U5/6th shows
r/G. following changes in merchant shipping since

1212/2nd. One small alongside Fecamp. One 
medium alongside Dieppe. Tanker off Port de 

France has departed. One large floating crane at Bonifacie 
from end of Jetee Du Nord. One medium from Calais has 
departed.

/ One 'small...
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Algiers
R/C.
Contd.

Operation "Torch.11.
One small , xengine aft from Biarritz to alongside (?dry) dock
One medium alongside south (?D) Jefna. One 
small engine aft has departed from New Mole.
Cargo liner and medium have departed from 
Courriers. No change naval units.
(N.C.X.F. 1159A/7 to N.C.E.N.T.F. MALCOLM.BROKE).

P.228.
P.51+,
URSULA,
P.219.

P.228 sailed;,Toulon patrol at 1700Z dived by day 
160 miles a day keeping within 5 miles of Spanish 
coast to Cape Palos thence 01+2° and may meet 
P.51+ ,URSULA,and P.219.
2. P.219 returning from Toulon position 
doubtful.
(Capt.S.8. 1330A/7 to 8th SA.P).

P.221 P.1+5 P.1+8 are to leave Eastern (?limit) of 
Algiers Sanctuary at 1930, 2000 and 2200 G.M.T. 
respectively on Sunday 8th and proceed diving 
hy day so as to pass through 3 7 o O  07.59 at 
2100/9th, 0300/10th and 0600/ 10th respectively. 

Subsequent instructions will be communicated through Capt.(s)

P.221,
P.1+5,P.1+8.
t  »■*■• fit

10.
2.Submerged bombing restrictions arranged 10 miles either side 
line joining 37.01, 01+.30 and 37.30, 07.59 from 2200/8th. 
(Capt.S.8. 131+2A/7, to 8th S/ii F. (R) N.Cdr.Eastern Naval Task 
Force, Capt.(S) 10, S.O. Force H.).

Situation at 1.Spanish Training Ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO
1958A/7. cruising in area betv/een Canary Is. and point 3 6 .

01 , 30 . 02.2. U.G.F.2. escorted by Fleet Unit 9 destroyers 
56.50, 51+.3U H 5 °5. NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI, cruising North 
and East of position 55.01, 21+.01.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1552A/7).
Situation l.U.G.F. Lte-,escorted by fleet unit, 9 destroyers,
2001+A/7th. 036.50 031+.31+ 115° 13^.

2. HOLCOMBE 20.08, 19.22. 162° 11^.
3. C.F.7. fleet unit SHROPSHIRE, ARROW, ACTIVE, 

BRIDGEWATER 020. 10, 020.21, through 23.22 20.1+0, thence 350 
11$.
1+.BURDOCK 21+. 15, 18.21 through 20.01, 19.01 thence southward
12.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1358A/7 to A.I.G.65).

U.S.S/M SHAD on patrol off ?(Me)hediya
2. U.S.S/M GUNNEL on patrol off Fedala.
3. U.S.S/M HERRING on patrol off Casablanca.
5. U.S.S/M BARB on patrol off Safi.

5. TRIBUNE' 36.1+8, 09.03 through 26.35 07.01 and 35.59 06.01.

Situation
2002A/7th.

/to..•
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Operation "Torch,".. 
to Gib. on surface 10.
6. GUARDIAN, CYCLAMEN, ARMERIA 5b.bl 11.01 
through 35.50 06.03 thence Gih.ll.
7. Spanish Training Ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE 
ELCANO cruising in area between Canaries and

point 36.01 30.02.
K.X.3, GLAISDALE,BLEAN, 5 Corvettes, 3 Trawlers, 37.2+8, 12.37 

' through 36.22, 10.01 thence Gibraltar 7 (amendment 2311/7).
9. K.M.S.2, LONDONDERRY, CLEVELAND, COLTSFOOT, ESKDALE, 
ALBRIGHTON, 6 Sloops, 2 Cutters, 3 Corvettes 36.13 12+.52 90 6.knots.
10. NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI cruising North 
and east of position 35.01 22+.01.
11. JAUNTY,LEYLAND one Merchant Ship in tow 36.18, 12.07,
(?4) 5.12. COWSLIP 35.33 07.11 to Gibraltar 8.
13. K.M.F.2,PELICAN,3 Sloops, 2 Gutters, 1+1.2+9 18.18 through 
2+0.55 16.30 thence 180° ll|.
14*ESCAPADE 38.27, 12+.28 through 39.01, 16.30 to E/VKJ.F.2.
15. VENOMOUS 5b. 18, 12.39 236*. 15.
16. JURA, RUSKHOLM, POUT ST AW IS y, one Merchant Ship.
36.18, 06.57 to Gibraltar 8.
(F.O.C.N.A. 12+02IA/7 to Area X). W.R.Note:- Message incomplete 
remaining Part (3 ) being obtained.

My 12+02+/7th para. (8) , Amend position to (E) 038.25, 
013.2+2|. and speed to 8. Para. (18) amend position to 39. (j>9)? 
11.38,and first speed to 8.

(F.O.C.N.A. 2311/7 to S.& A., Area X).

Plan of Main plan was for 3 assults in force in
Operations. vicinity of Algiers, Oran and Casablanca. These 

were directed on beaches near the ports 
involving subsequent encircling movements.

It was considered important that operations should appear to 
have American aspect, and therefore assaults at Oran and 
Casablanca were carried out by American ground forces; that 
at Algiers was, however, supported closely by British troops. 
Naval forces inside the Mediterranean were purely British. 
Landings were supported by carrier-borne aircraft.
The very large convoys and great number of warships practicall 
completed phase without detection by enemy. Convoys inside 
Mediterranean were sighted on D minus 1, only damage 
sustained in this stage was one assault ship torpedoed but 
not sunk.Landings were achieved with strategical and tactical surprise. 
Algiers capitulated unconditionally 1700 hours, 8th November. 
Previous to this much of Algiers area appears to have been 
in friendly hands and resistance was largely local.
Assault forces were:- Casablanca area,l armoured and 5 infantr 
brigade groups.Oran Area:- 1 armoured and 3 infantry brigade groups.
Algiers area:- 3 brigade groups.Of the above, all are known to be on shore except possibly one 
armoured and 3 infantry brigade groups, in Casablanca area.
One fighter squadron has since flown into Oran area and 
Squadrons to Algiers^area.
(C. in C. A.F. 11+23/® to H.M.Ambassador Madrid, pass to 

' U.S.Ambassador Madrid, Gov.Malta., M.of S.M.E., Resident 
Minister, Achimalta.)

/U/B.....

War Diary.

Situation
2002A/7th.
Contd.
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U/B Am over enemy submarine in 36.43 N. , 00.46 E.

sighted on surface and observed to submerge. 
When first sighted was on course 090° estimated 
speed 6 knots.
(A/C using Callsign WD 3L 143CA/7, 1454/7).

P.219 is returning to Gibraltar diving by day 
with W/T out of action. Position uncertain (?by 
day) P.219 is to keep 5 miles north of her out
ward route after passing Cape Palos.
(Capt. S. 8., 1502A/7 to 8th S/lfi F.)

Following French Ships passed Straits 
westbound 0800/7th DAHOMEY, FOUDROYANT,
STRASBOURGEOIS, LOUP DE HER, POITOU, SIMON 
DUHAMEL II, CAPITAINE PAUL LEMERLE, LORRAIN, 
last 2 with deck cargo motor transport.

Escort 2 armed trawlers.
(N.C.X.F., 1514A/7 to N.C.W.N.T.)

Gibraltar 0900. French Ships FOUDROYANT laden,
DAHOMEY, STRASBOURGEOIS, SIMON DUHAMEL II, LORRAEN,all full, 
last named deck cargo Motor Transport. CAPITAINE PAUL 
LEMERLE laden deck cargo Motor Transport, Trawlers LOUP DE MER, 
POITOU,escorted by survey vessel ESTAFETTE, JOSEPH ELISE, 
VICTORIA westbound.

(S.O.(l) Gib., 1843A/7 to Admty etc).

->P. 219

French
Shipping.

S/Ms. Western Mediterranean Submarine Situation Report
t, , . at 2000Z/7th.

(1) p . 5 4  and URSULA off Oran in position C W and 
C E respectively proceeding at about 2300/7th 

to position 0 36° 38’ N . , 002° 20' W., and 031° 59’ 000° 20* W. 
respectively. On surface by night 8 knots submerge by day 2 kts
(2) P.221, P.45, P.48, vicinity Algiers, proceed after assault 
to area south of 037° 0 7 ’ ? between 003® 30’ E . , and 004° 30' E.
(3) P.228 leaves Gibraltar on surface 11 knots at 17 7th 
to eastward keeping within (?5 miles) of Spanish coastproceedin 
submerged at 2 knots after daylight 8th.
(4) P.217, P.51, P.222, off Toulon.

-^(5) P.219, 040° 25’ N . , 001° 58' E. to Gibraltar from Toulon 
diving by day keeping close to south coast Spain.
(Capt. S.8., 1529A/7 to A.I.G.259, A.O.C. Gibraltar).

Reports of
torpedo
hits.

Signals reporting torpedo hits must specify 
whether hit by aircraft or U-boat torpedo. 
(N.C.X.F., 1530A/7 to All British ships and 
authorities concerned in Operation "Torch"
V.A. Malta (excluding ships refitting in U.K.))

/Disposition.
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Operation ’’Torch*1. - Contd.
Disposition of Italian Fleet photographed 0800A/7 
confirmed by midday visual: (a) Taranto.
6 Battleships, 5 destroyers, 2+ torpedo boats,
11 submarines (See correction 2136A/7).
(b) Naples. One 8 inch cruiser in dock, 2 6 inch 
cruisers, one 6 inch cruiser undergoing 

repairs one destroyer, 3 torpedo boats one submarine.Ic) Messina 2 8 inch cruisers 1 T.B.
d) Palermo 1 3.3 inch cruiser 3 destroyers,

e) Cagliari 1 submarine,
f) Navarino 3 6 inch 3 destroyers.
g) Trapani 1+ destroyers, 5 submarines M A S  number not 

established.
(h) Empode (?Empedocle) 5th November 10 E-boats.
Note: since p.m./6th (A) 8 submarines less at Cagliari 
(B) 5 destroyers have left Taranto.
(V. A. Malta, 1601A/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. N.T. F.E. N. T. F. Force H. 
F.O.C.N.A. , C. in C. Ivied., Admty. Submarines on patrol).

My l601/7th. Evening visual R/C no change.
(2) Taranto correct destroyers to read 12 delete torpedo boats, 
and amend note (B) to read 2+ torpedo boats have left Taranto.

(V.A. Malta, 2136A/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) E.N.T.F. , C.N.T.F. , 
Force H . , F.O.C.N.A., C. in C. Mediterranean, Admty).

Disposition 
of Italian 
Fleet.

Central N C No. 11. Para.l. Alternative plan of
Task Force. arriving first light has been adopted. Para. 2.

(?Signals) are to commence at 0100/D Day and 
cease at 0600/D Day.
(N.C.X.F., 1612+A/7 to N.C.C.N.T.F. ALYNJBANK, 
ANTELOPE).

Enemy Following has been read. P.C. and S. of one
Destroyer. D D 37.05 N . , 11.00 E., course 02+0° speed 25.

(A/C Using Call sign V9KJ 162+OA/7).

MARNE, My 132+6A/6 Amend R/V to read 28.16 N . , 21.39 W.
VENOMOUS. at 1200Z/9th. My 1706A/6 (N.T. inW.D.) amend

position (D) to read 29.29 N . , 21.52+ V/., and add 
(E) 314.13 N. , 26.02+ W. Amend Convoy S. of A. to 

11^ knots. Route to Gib. will be given by VINDICTIVE. 
(N.C.X.F., 1709A/7 to MARNE, VENOMOUS (R) VINDICTIVE, HECLA. 
Admty. N. C.W. N.T. F. , C. in C. W.A. , F.O.C.N.A., Capt. (S) 8).

Tankers. Your 1902/6. NORLYS New York in first available
U. S. slow convoy (Tanker Message) also CLIONA 
when empty.
(Director of Stores 1720A/7 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) 
N.C.X.F.)

/U/B.
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U/B
Operation "Torch”. - Contd.
U-boat made transmission on 7624.0 k/c/s at 
1510Z/7 which may possibly be sighting report. 
Very indefinite D/F bearings indicate U-boat 
may be in vicinity of Force Q or K.M.F. 2.
(D.D. I.C., 1721A/7 to Force Q, Escorts of K.M.F. 
2).

Italian 
Main Units. Photo R/C 6th November shows no change Italian 

main units. At 132+0/6th 2 enemy minelayers 360° 
Palermo 10, course 270° speed 15 knots.
(N. C.X. F., 1756A/7 to S.O. Force H. ,
N.C.E.N.T.F.)

Air Effort. In order to keep our efforts for "Torch" going 
as long as possible with the petrol available 
A.O.C. is anxious to cut any R/C that can be
spared.

2. Propose (a) to cut out Messina and Cavoli, Marittimo ni^ht 
patrols as these are well covered by S/Ms (b) to reduce port 
(?R/C) to not more than 2 sorties each bomber.
3» Reguest your concurrence.
(V.A. Malta, 1757A/8 to N. C. X. F.)

K.M.S.A.I.
enemy A/C.

German R/C aircraft in vicinity K,M.S.A.1 at 
162+3Z.
(N.C.X.F., 1806A/7 to C.S.10).

A/S Air 
Patrols. TON 3» Appendix 2. Intend A/S air patrols 

8th November on station dawn to dusk. Port 
Lyautey, 1 Hudson. Fedala, 1 Hudson. Safi, 1 
Catalina.
(N.C.X.F., 1808A/7 to N.N.T.F. ) W.R. Note. 
Reed, as Hush. Degraded by W.R.

A/S Air 
Escort.

TGAO 11. Intend A/S Air escort 8th November all 
dawn to dusk. Force H one C K.M.S 2 1 C. K.X.5 
1 C. * THOMAS STONE, 1 H. Oran Sector 3 H. 
Algiers Sector, 2 C. . 
(N.C.X.F., 1812/7 1833A/7 to All British shi^s 
and authorities concerned in Operation "Torch" 
V.A. Malta (Excluding ships refitting in U.K. 
and W.N.T.F. ))

Special U/B 
estimate. 
Weather 
forecast.

Handle as 0 P. Admiralty re encipher and pass 
to Taskforce 32+ via British Broadcast Schedules 
Little activity this area with one D/F past 2t+ 
hours. Twelve estimated Lisbon to Casablanca. 
One Southbound 2+0 N. , 12 W. Four estimated 
patrolling N. E. Azores. Four Northbound.
12 N., 21 W., 21 N., 21 W., 25 N., 21 W., 37 N.,

21 W. Three estimated 32+ N., 22 W. One refuelling submarine 
probably same area. Two patrolling North Madeira. Three 
estimated patrolling. 31 N., 25 W., 27 N., 25 W., 25 N., 25 W. 
Two estimated 21 N., 2k W. One refuelling sub. possibly same

/area...
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Operation "Torch". - Contd.

Special U/B area. Possibly one patrolling south C. Verde
estimate. Islands. One Area 08 N., 15 W. , by poor D/F
Weather 2302Z/5* No information on Italians. One S.E.
forecast. Azores by poor D/F 2027Z/6. Weather forecast
Contd. Atlantic coast Morocco Saturday and Sunday.

Partly cloud to cloudy. Visibility twelve miles 
decreasing during night with haze and light fog 
improving with sunrise. Light to moderate 

northerly winds. Sea moderate becoming slight. Swell north 
northeast long moderate decreasing to less than four feet. 
Azores OOOZ Saturday south southwest some north north east one 
and two feet period nine seconds sea smooth.
(Cominch, 1831/7 to Admty. Task Force 34 (R) C.T.F. 30, 
Cinclant).

PANTHER
damaged.

t~  «—y.

Ship badly flooded forward by near miss, my 
position course and speed 037° 46' N., 002°
52’ E. 270° 6 knots. Intend to make for 
Gibraltar routed through 037° 46’ N., 000° 00’
E., and 036° 30’ N., 002° 00’ W.
(PANTHER, 1833/7 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) S.O. Force H)

A. 234 7/11 P.R.U. Gib. W2 7/11 Sortie G224 7 / H  
1120 hrs. shows Casablanca on oblique photos on" 
Since 6/11 Naval shipping shows increase of one 
C.T. One ELA1WPW one probable sloop two Redoub
table submarines, 4 probably 5 submarines 200/ 

220. Cassard C.T. H.T.S. not present outside harbour entrance 
but may be new arrival in harbour.
Merchant Shipping. Fourteen M.V.s over 200 present. Rabat. 
V/D. One medium twin engined two medium three possibly six 
small A/C visible. Rabat/Manors A/DMT Two German 222 one 
German 223* Five Probable Leo 45 one probable Amcot 350/1 
2 large and 2 medium A/C visible. Dala. 2 Coastal tankers and 
small craft present.
(P.R.U. Gib. 1900/7 to Admty etc).

Casablanca
R/C.

Air AC 403 7/11, programme for 8/11.
Programme. 1 Catalina A/S and cover patrol between 04 E.,

and 07 E. , and 41.42 W ., from 1500 - 0900/9 
Catalina A/3 Escort to C/VS to K.M.S. 2 and 
KX 5 from dawn to dusk Catalina A/S Escort to 

Force Harry from dawn to Dusk 515 Swordfish A/S Patrol C 
Spartel 1900 0500/8 3 Swordfish A/S Sweep to West 1400 - 1715 
Hudson A/C on special A/S patrols at dawn in connection with 
Operation "Torch" about 18 Sorties Hudson A/S escort to M /V  

-* THOMAS STONE dawn to dusk 2 Mosquito Photo reccos. Toulon 
1000 and 1500A 1 Catalina 5(2) (As received) Hudsons on 
leaflet dropping Sorties in connection "Torch".
(Gibraltar 1905Z/7 to H.Q.C.C. (R) A.L.O. Admty).

*  /?A a3/

/ESCAPADE.. .
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ESCAPADE, 
i*— • h  XA*./
/ /« *-1

Operation "Torch" - Contd.
Leave convoy at daylight and proceed to Gibraltar, 
(N.C.X.F. 1931/7, to ESCAPADE(R) Escort of K.M.F.J 
Admiralty, F.O.C.N.A. Capt.(S) 8th Sub.Flotilla).

UTMOST. UTMOST be in position given in my 19l6A/6th by 
0500A/8th. R/C shows U-Boat^ in 036.12, 018.314- 
course 310° speed 11 knots at 1706A/7th.
( Capt.S.10. 19U3A/7 to UNA, UTMOST (R) N.C.X.F. 
C. in C.Med. Capt.(S) l).

Toulon
R/C.

At li|.30 Toulon main fleet (?was in harbour). 
Everything appears normal there.
(N.C.X. F. 2001A/7 to S.O. Force H., N.C.E.N.T.F. 
N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) Admty).

Force Q.
U/Bs
TEJO.

1. possibly 2, S/Ms were sighted off Ponta 
Delgada at 0800 course westerly.
Portuguese destroyer TEJO sails (?sailed) today 
for Lisbon.
(N.C. X. F. 2008A/7 to Force Q).

Proclamations.Do not distribute any of (?) terms, public

MINNA.
T.E.l.

proclamation, or ordinances pending further 
instructions from this H.Q. From Eisenhower. 
Address E.A.F., C.T.F., W.T. F., Abfor inform(ed) 
(N.C.X.F. 2020A/7 to Cdr.Eastern Assault Force,(R 
C.T.F., W.T.F. A.F.H.Q. London).

My 07U5/7th.(No trace in W.R.) para.2, (b) MINNA 
did not sail.
(2) Intend to sail her 2159Z/7th to overtake,
S. of A. 9 knots.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2056Z/7 to SCOTTISH, Ships escorting 
convoy T. E.l).

PANTHER.
U/B.

Enemy S / l n  sighted in 0 3 7 .̂ 4-6 N. 002. 12 E. and 
fdrced to submerge. My course and speed 270 
II4. knots.
(PANTHER 21U2Z/7, to F.0 .C;N.A.(R) S.O. Force H)

Casablanca
R/C.

Photographic R/C Casablanca at 1120/7th shows 
increase of 7 S/Ms.
(N.C.X.F. 2225A/7 to W.N. T.F.).

Flares and 
Guides.

For Gen.Ryder from Eisenhower . Following 
message from MacGowan. As red flares probably 
impossible, guides will be waiting at white 
light near Deux Moulins, Algiers.
(N.C.X.F. 2 2 I4.5A/ 7  to N.C.E.N.F.F.).

/Unknown....
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Unknown
Ship.

Operation “Torch." - Contd
One unknown ship hearing 040° distance 2 miles 
course unknown my position X.Q.(4 blanks) 05. 
(? 2529/7, to Gibraltar).

Toulon R/C. A.255 7/11 PR. GIBW5/7/H.Sortie G.223 7/11 1^12 hours shows Toulon
A B . S . S T R A S B O U R G ;  GR.ALGERIE,one "Suffren" Glass 

CR. and one "La fcakissonniere" Class GR lie 
at jetties of port Lagoubran. Boom protects jetties. One 
"Suffren" Glass GR in Bassin Missiessy. COMMANDANT TESTE 
and Ex BS.C0S30RCET lie outside Darse Vidgle. BS.DUNKERQUE 
Ex BS.PROVENCE and one "Suffren" Class CR. in dry docks. BS. 
DUNKERQUE has part of starboard side opposite main armament 
stripped. "SUFFREN GR afloat in dry dock with gate open. Boo 
in position off entrance to Docks. Shipping in Rade D ’Hyeres.
Two "La Galissonniere" Glass GRS protected by long booms.

Part two follows giving details of approx, twenty 
Contretorpilleurs ten S/Ms several DRS. and other shipping 
in Toulon.
(P.R.U. Gib. 2;>45Z/7 to Admty,etc).

Gibraltar 
Air Report.

AI. 142 7th Nov. Opsum for 24 hrs. ended 1800 
7th Nov. A/S escorts - 1 Catalina to KMS. IA,1 
Catalina to KMF IA, 2 Catalinas to KMS 2,
1 Catalina to UGF 1, 1 Catalina to KMS 01, 1 

Catalina to KMF 01 total 104 hrs 50 mins. 3 Hudsons to the 
(?south) 14 hrs. A/S sweeps 16 Hudsons to east 80 hrs. 5 
Hudsons to West - 57 hrs.50 mins. 8 Swordfish to east - 
28(25)* hrs. 1 Catalina anti-shipping - 4 hrs. 1^Catalina. 
CLA-16 hrs 1 Catalina Special task - 14 hrs. 45 mins. 1 
Hudson U-Boat hunt - 6 hrs j>0 mins. 1 Hudson met flight to 

west - 9 hrs. U-Boat sighting 6 sightings 4 attacks 1 
Catalina in position LBWD s > 5 5 & (j>532)* at 1011 hrs. Attacked 
bubbles seen three mins, after 1 Hudson in position XTNVo2;>0 
at 1105 hrs. attacked piece of U-Boat casing blown into air 
D/R arrived 10 mins later. 1 Hudson in position CZJG 0.-12 at 
1125 hrs. attacked with D/Cs and A/S bombs U-Boat sank stern 
first after bows projecting 60° for 4 mins, much air and oil.
1 Hudson in position LBCP 4546 at 1415 hrs. D/C failed to
explode. .2. At 1216 hrs. 1 JU 88 reported by visual observation near
Gibraltar flying at 20,000*feet fighters up but failed to 
contact owing to insufficient warning.5. Photo R/C Oran and Algiers 6th Nov. Algiers no change naval 
shioping since 2nd Nov. 22 M/Vs over 200 ft. present Doran/ 
Agha* S.R.Base one very large A/C afloat Algiers/Maison Bla EHE 
A/D One Farman 222 two Large Twin-engined two large CGX Medium 
Twin-engined one medium and eighteen possibly 21 small A/G. 
Part 2 follows.
(Gibraltar 2j>46Z/7).
*as received.

/Part 2.
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Gibraltar Part 2 of 2348/7.
Air Report. Algiers/Hussein Dej no A/C visible. Blida one

Oran since 1st Nov. naval increase of one probably two S/Ms 
200/220 and increase two S/Ms 260 other units remain same. 
Seven M/Vs over 200.
Mers El Kebir one probable M/V 250/300 has arrived Oran/La 
Senia part cover one Bloch 200 uncamouflaged eight medium 15 
small A/C.
Oran/Tafaroui one large or medium A/C one Spitfire recco. 
Algiers 7th Nov. 4 hours 30 mins, one Spitfire recco Oran 
7th Nov. 3 hours 5 mins. Two Mosquitoes recco Toulon 7th 
Nov. 9 hours 5 mins, one Spitfire recco Casablanca 7th Nov 
3 hours; recco Casablanca 7th Nov shows increase 1 CT 1 Elan 
1 sloop 2 Redoubtable S/Ms and four or give S/Ms 200/220 
Cassard CT not, outside harbour but may be new arrival in 
harbour 14 M/Vs over 200. Recco Rabat A/C one medium twin- 
engined possibly six small A/C visible Rabat/Mamora two 
Farman 222s one 223 five Leo 45s one probable Amiot p50 two 
large and medium A/C Fedala two coastal tankers and small 
craft. Recco Toulon, 7th Nov, present DUNKERQUE in dry dock, 
"Suffren" Class C/R leaving dry dock, one old B/S in dry dock; 
other near dry dock, COMMANDANT!! $TESTE,11 S/Ms, 22 GTS, 
STRASBOURG in same place, two "Suffren" Class C/Rs, one 
"Galissonniere"

Contd. probable Amiot 350/l two Les 45s two Potez 
540s two large twin-engined uncamouflaged 
four medium and two small aircraft.

(Gibraltar 2348Z A y *
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North Atlantic.
U/Bs 0800 G.M. T. 7 th submarine sighted southward Aqur

Alto 12 miles away steering westerly direction.
0900 G.M.T. submarine sighted bearing 152° 16 
miles from Feteiras steering south westward.
A. 1. P U F.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 0845/7 to S.O.I. Gibraltar. 
(R) Admty.)

Ministry of Marine reports number of empty rafts 
and lifeboats washed up on coast of Madeira 5th and

6th. In addition on 6th fishing boat arrived at Deserta near 
Funchal with 2 (?survivors) of British Merchant ship BALLMOUTHUS 
(name uncertain). 3 other survivors on rock near Deserta picked 
up by Portuguese ship GAVTAO which was sent to fetch them.
Other survivors believed in vicinity.
(N.A. Lisbon 2017/7 to S.O.I. Gibraltar. (R) Admty.)

which replied ’'British warship” and made off at 
high speed. Brazilian Commander unable to furnish

description. (Ends.)
(S.O^l) Montevideo 0010Z/7 to Admty. (R) B.A.D. R.A.'V.A. 
Commander South Atlantic Forces.)

STURGEON Arrival p.m. 6th.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1454A/7 to Admty.)

U/B at Sadok. Nov. 7th. S/M left dry dock 1500 proceeding 
Maliano Dock apparently to be interned alongside 
2 destroyers reported by me Oct. 2nd.
(Santander 1523/7 to Admty. (r ) B.N.A. Madrid. 
S.0.(J.) Gibraltar.)

Santander

NORTE Spanish motor sailing vessel NORTE shipped torpedoes 
Nov. 7th from German tanker at Ferrol.
(Cortnna 1800/7 to Admty. (R) S.0.(I.) Gibraltar.
B.N.A. Madrid.)

DUNCAN
ANTHONY

Admty. 1933A/21. E.T.A. 1400Z/9.
(2) Fuel required DUNCAN 400 ANTHONY 350 tons 
Almost empty.

Rafts My 1157/lst. (re: RENASCENT still afloat.)

South Atlantic.
Brazilian
Destroyer,
suspicious
ship.

Following from Rio de Janeiro (Begins) C.N.S 
reports Brazilian destroyer on patrol during 
daylight 5/6th off Ilha Rasa approx, position 
023° 04’ S 043° 09* W challenged unknown ship

/My 0010/7th.
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South A t l a n t i c F f. _

Brazilian My 0010/7th. Brazilian C.N.S. now reports unknown
Destroyer, ship proves to he British Merchant Ship,
suspicious (S.O.fr.) Montevideo 1750Z/7 to Admty.) 
ship.
Oontd.

QQQQ de KFLB (MATTHEW MAURY) 0148 1531 possible 
position.
(St. Helena ¥//T T.O.R. 0200/7.)

R.O. Ceara (Forteleza) reports British ship 
ELMDALE torpedoed and sunk by S/M of unknown 
Nationality 2103 G.M.T. Nov. 1st. in 000° 17' 30’*
N 034° 55' W. 36 survivors none injured, including 
all officers, landed Forteleza dawn Nov. 6th. 

Lifeboat sighted by patrolling aircraft afternoon 5th. and Brazil 
ship sent from Forteleza picked up lifeboat 0300 G.M.T. 6th, 12 
miles from Forteleza. Port Lifeboat sunk by propeller and 6 men 
missing. S/M about 200 feet long, very new paint, turtle back 
at both ends, silver grey top, hull dark grey, guns forward,
A.A. gun aft, C/T very high.
S/M approached within 50 feet of lifeboat but engine inaudible. 
Believed to have been sighted again from boat 0100 G.M.T./6th.
C.Bs left on board ship which sank in 7 minutes.

(S.0.(I.) Rio. de Janeiro 0215Z/7 to Admty. (r ) C. in C. S.A. 
etc.)
Following is a repetition of message received from R.O.

Ceara addressed to me, (R) S.O.I. Rio de Janeiro (Begins)
36 survivors British steamer ELMDALE landed here Ceara dawn Nov. 
6th. Steamer torpedoed 2103 hours G.M.T. Nov. 1st. 000° 17* 30”
N 034° 55' W. Steamer sank in 7 minutes. Port lifeboat sunk by 
propeller and 6 men are missing. All officers saved and no one 
injured. Lifeboat with survivors sighted by patrol aircraft late 
afternoon Nov. 5th. and Brazilian ship sent from Ceara picked up 
lifeboat midnight Nov. 5th 12 miles from Port Forteleza. Code 
and Cypher sunk with steamer. T.0.0. 1715/6. (Ends.)

(R.O. Pernambuco 1350Z/7 to Admty. S.O^I.) Montevideo.)

MATTHEW
MAURY
”Q” Report.

ELMDALE 
( sunk
l / n . )

Report 
of U/Bs 
in Vichy 
waters.

My 1843/6th. (1842/6th intended) Later reported 
no S/M entered Lome at 1430/6th, but two tankers 
and one small warship entered Lome at 2345/5th. 
(S.0.(1.) Freetown 0303Z/7 to Admty.)

KELT At 1940/30 Oct. in 2° 20’ S 8° 30' E H.M. Trawler
attack on KELT escorting 1 merchant ship sighted U-Boat,
U/B, Oct. unsuccessful attempt made to ram. Asdic contact
30th. obtained. At 1950 torpedo detected and sighted

passing down port side. U-Boat illuminated with 
star shell, crash dived, range 350 (yards?). KELT 

attacked with 6 depth charges. N.V.R. Consider U-Boat possibly 
damaged. Merchant ship was not attacked.
(R.A.W.A. 0345Z/7 to Admty.)

/”S” Report
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South Atlantic - Contd.
Following has been read via Ascension W/T.
SSSS de 2 W E E (A/S M.L. 262) sighted 30 miles110° AocPfl.
(A/S M.L. 263 0430G/7.)

Intercept de Sierra Leone Radio, de GB 3 0 P SSSS de 2 
W E E  sighted 30 miles 110° Accra 0340G/7, de VPG TOR de ZBI 
0414/7 TOR de VPU 0530/7. (Ends)

(Valentia Radio 0602/7.)
Received at 0606 G.M.T. 375 K/cs de Gallonhead Radio (Begins) 

At 0557 G.M.T. de VPU SSSS de 2 W E E (Undecypherable in War Reg.) 
sighted 31 miles 100° Accra 0430Z/7 VPG. T.O.R. 0414Z/7. T.O.R. 
de VPU 0530/7 (Ends)

(Wick Radio 0708/7.)

War Diary.

» » s »

Report.

Departure 7th.
(N.C.S.O. St. Vincent (O.V.) 0800/7 to Admty.)

Proceed Freetown through position (X) 014° N 
019° W, Oropesa. (Y) 010° N 018° W.
(R.A.W.A. 0924Z/7 to P.614.)
South Atlantic Station 7th Nov. Area Q.
Simonstown. CERES, 021 Q 19 NIZAM, FOXHOUND, NEPAL, 
NIGELLA, ROCKROSE, FORTUNE, M.L.380, 381, MEAD. 
Capetown. F.S. LEOPARD, SPINDRIFT, COMMANDANT 

DUBOC, PRUDENT, EMILE BAUDOT.
Durban. *REVENGE, BELLWORT, GENISTA, INCONSTANT, EREBUS,
(?DAUNTLESS) (corrupt group) MANCHESTER CITY, ENGADINE,*DEHWENT, 

*BLACKM08H, DURBAN, CARTHAGE, NORMAN, CATTERICK, GLENEAHN,
(corrupt group) CECILE MAPLESON, SONDRA, KANARIS. *
Port Elizabeth. ATHENE, /ALCANTARA, KHETI, STORMWRACK.
East London. (corrupt group) SARKA.
Saldanha Bav. FERNMOOR. BARCROSS.
(C. in C. S.A. 1010C/7.)

Dispositions. HOLCOMBE about 19.10 19.30 to Bathurst 11.
___________________>, Sub. (?P) 614 16.15 18.55 to 14.01 19.01 thence

' 166° 8.
QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ROTHERHAM with W.S.24 about 15.50 30.50 (182 ?) 
12i, at 1958Z/7. /a. a* 3

-^ILEX from St. Vincent to join W.S.24. a,t>3
SOUTHERN PRIDE 11.35 27.06 to R/V with W.S.24, ll£.
ST. ZENO 3 trawlers and convoy about 10.20 32.40 095° 9.
1 motor launch from Bissao to Bathurst 11.

(R.A.W.A. 1013Z/7 to A.I.G. 149.)
TRUANT and Dutch Submarine K.14 07.01 13.40 to Freetown 9^. 

MORRIS DANCE 2 M/Ls with S.T.40 03.20 06.25 077° 8^.
BENGALI, M/L, a ^  ̂ onvoy, Takoradi to Lagos (Nigeria)FANDANGO,

♦ V *  *£VfKELT off Accra. D^STIENNE D ’ORVES 03.55 S.09.35 E. to Pointe Noire. 
. ' hp. TAMARISK Kotuna to Duala 12. 4—  -

DRAGON 07.30 S 10.15 E to Kotuna 17^, at 2001Z/7th. *
MILFORD, F/S COMMANDANT DSTROYAT escorting 02.35 S 08.35 E 
305 11.

(R.A.W.A. 1033Z/7 to Area P.)

>ILEX
ib.vSS

-^■P. 614

Weekly
state.

/P.555...
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South Atlantic - Contd.
P. 555 

*- P.556
C. in C. S.A's 1442/6. This is confirmed. 
(F.O.S. 1044A/7 to Admty.)
Your 1442/6. P.555 and 556. Confirmed.
(D.O.D. (F.) 1930A/7 to C. in C. S.A.)

NIEUW NIEUW AMSTERDAM expected sailing 1400C/7 due
AMSTERDAM Diego Suarez 0700C/12. Route. All positions S.& E

U 031° 55' 034° 10*. V 026° 50' 046° 20'.
W 024° 30’ 049° 15’. X 015° 08’ (?051°) 50’.

Y 012° 18' 050° 22’. knots 18^ days 13 S.P. (20) (21) One ship 
1394 H/F transmission Q G A 110 Q C A (?197) Q C 46 Chop 10th. 
(N.C.S.O. Durban 1138C/7 to Admty. C. in C. E.F. C. in C. S.A. 
N.O.I.C. Suez, S.O^I.) Kilindini, F.O.R.S. Canal Area. N.O.I.C. 
Diego Suarez. S.O^I^ Colombo. N.O.I.C. Aden.)

M/L.277. M/L.277 arrival 6th. Departure 7th. Freetown.
(R.O. Bissao 1410/7 to S.0.(I.) Freetown, for R.A.W.A. 
(R) Admty. N.O.I.C. Bathurst.)

Survivors 
LAPLACE 
PORT ALEGRE

C.O. and 14 other survivors of LAPLACE have been 
landed Port Elizabeth. 2 boats still adrift.
25 survivors from PORT ALEGRE (Brazil) have been 
picked up and are expected to land Port Elizabeth, 
7 th.
(C. in C. S.A. 1240C/7 to Admty. C. in C. E.F.)

LLANDILO Following received from OLAF BERGH:- LLANDILO
survivors. lifeboat 20 men picked up position 026° 30' S

001° 10' W.
(Simonstown W/T 1600 G.M.T./7 to Admty.)

Dakar P R U Dakar 0920Z/7th Nov. Arrival 2
R/C. Aereopostales 2 submarines. Departure 1 ELAN.

Admty. pass to addressee of my 2337Z/3rd. 
(R.A.W.A. 1641Z/7 to Admty.) (Passing action 
being taken by W.R.)

Movements. Arrival 7th*KELT,*FANDANG0, RUNSWICK BAY.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos 1645Z/7 to Admty.)
My 1645/7. Add M.L. 10 42.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos 2049Z/7.)

--- ^Arrival Pointe Noire 1500Z/7 Nov .-^TAMARISK. «._/a... <*̂ -**.« k «J!t
(B.N.L.O. West Africa 1745/7 to R.A.W.A.)  ̂ )
Simonstown arrival 7th Nov. EXPRESS. /
(C. in C. S.A. 2123C/7 to Admty.)

OtLTENIA II Am sailing SS. OLTENIA II escorted by TAMARISK to 
vTAMARISK Lagos direct from Pointe Noire at 0700Z/8th Nov.

(B.N.L.O. W.A.F. 1805/7 to R.A.W.A.)

DESPATCH. Arrival 7th.
(S.O.CT^ Freetown 1848Z/7 to Admty. C. in C. S.A.)

/W.S.24.
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South Atlantic - Contd.
To avoid U-Boat suspected in approx. 13° N 33° W 
steering North East request you will divert 
W.S.24 to Eastward adjusting R/V for*ILEX and 
SOUTHERN PRIDE accordingly.
(D.O.D. (F.) 1855A/7 to R.A.W.A. )

Convoy W.S.24. N. K. Alter course forthwith for new 
position (Z) 012° 20' N 028° 38' W thence (T). Stragglers route 
unchanged.
(2) *ILEX amend R/V to position 013° 42f N 029° 45* W at 0800Z 
8th Nov.
(3) SOUTHERN PRIDE amend R/V to position 013° 12’ N 029° 21' W 
at 1100Z/8. Approach course convoy 140°.

(R.A.W.A. 2231Z/7 to Admty. etc.)
Inconclusive D/F hearings indicate U-Boat possibly in your 

vicinity may have reported you at 1420Z/7 on 10510 K/cs.
(D.D.I.C. 2230A/7 to Escorts of W.S.24.)
To facilitate R/V of DESPATCH with convoy W.S.24 estimated 

position and S of A at 0800Z/11 Nov. is to be passed to SOUTHERN 
PRIDE on being detached but is not to be transmitted without 
orders.

(R.A.W.A. 2317Z/7 to ROTHERHAM (R) Escort W.S.24. 
Comsolantfor. SOUTHERN PRIDE. C. in C. S.A. Admty. 
DESPATCH.)

PETERTON British ship PETERTON sunk by U-Boat 3 torpedoes
(sunk at 1030 G.M.T. 17th Sept, in 19° 20' N 29° 50' W.
17th Sept.) One lifeboat 22 survivors picked up 5th Nov. after 

49 days state saw other lifeboat empty on 25th 
Sept, originally contained 12 men. 8 men 

missing when ship sank. Master taken prisoner.
2. (A; U-Boat type unidentified from evidence nearest is
Italian ARCHIMEDE. 12 pounder gun forward, Oerlikon type aft.
(B) Plate on pressure hull seen through arectangular recess in 
casing in line after C/T engraved "turn right to open" alongside 
connection with lugged cap about 2 inches diameter. First two 
words in black above last two words red.
(C) U-Boat had shield device on C/T.
(D) Captain appeared German type with Swastika on cap spoke
food English. Crew in appearance mixed German Italian.
S. 0.(1.) Freetown 2113Z/7 to Admty.)

War Diary.

W.S.24.
U/B
diversion.
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Mediterranean.
My 1222/5th. Anticipate two tankers may 
proceed from Piraeus to Leros arriving a.m. 
either 7th or 8th November. If condition of 
engine permits you should continue patrol off 
north west approaches to Leros until p.m. 8th 
November then proceed to pass through position

(1) 035° 44' 027° 34’ at 0600B/9th.
(2) 034° 45' 029° 42’ at 1500B/10th.
Proceed on the surface as necessary on 12th November arriving 
Beirut 0600B/13th. Report your position and E.T.A. when safe 
to do so.
(Capt. 3.1., 0007B/7 to G.S. NEREUS, (r ) TAKU, G. in 0. Med.)
AQUITANIA. Arrival 0356Z/6. Departure 2100Z/6 AQUITANIA

Fremantle 18th November Knots (A) 18 (b ) 21 
Days 14. Fremantle Fuel Oil 7250. (Route) 
(N.C.S.O. Aden, 0530Z/7 toAdmty.).

NEREUS,
Enemy
Tankers.

Cagliari Visual Cagliari at 0630A/7th reports 9
R/C. submarines last seen a.m./6th have now left

harb our.
(V.A. Malta, 0855/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) S.O. Force 
H, E.N.T.F., Admty, C.N.T.F., C. in C. Med.; 
F.O.C.N.A.).

Movements Arrival 6th November, Greek Destroyer PAUL
C0ND0URI0TIS, departure 6th November, H.M. S. 
ALDENHAM. H.M.S. CROOME, KLO.
(S.O. (I; Alex. 0920B/7 to Admty etc.)

R/C Italian V.A. Malta 1037A/7 to N.C.X.F.
ports (See North Atlantic).

R/C Italian ? V.A. Malta 1045/A/7 to N.C.X.F. see North 
bases. Atlantic.

Operation To holders of envelope Med. 00181/8.
'♦Sneeze1* Open envelope Med 00181/8. Preparative

operation '’Sneeze". D. day confirmed.
(C. in C. Med., 1122/7 to Med., Fleet S.N.O.L.A.)

Air Reoorts. Cositrep No.586. 6th November. American B.24s
and B.17 Ms. bombed Benghazi and Tobruk 
harbours in afternoon 6/11. A 6,000 ton tanker 

claimed destroyed in Benghazi and 5000 ton ship claimed set on 
fire in Tobruk; .
(C. in C. M.E. , 1200 G.M.T./7)*

/A.660
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Mediterranean.-c j -h. FT: .
A.660 7/11• Bi-weekly Opsum No. 71.
Night 3/4 November.
3 A.S.V. 6 torpedo 4 bomber Wellingtons des
patched to locate and attack Southbound convoys 
North of Benghazi. Convoy 1 tanker 2 merchant 

vessels several destroyers found about 110 miles North by East 
of Benghazi 2 Wellingtons sighted tanker but torpedoes failed 
to release. 4 bomber 'Wellingtons attacked 1 claims tanker 
straddled by bombs and 4 explosions seen.

(H.Q. , R.A.F., M.E. , 1354Z/7).1 hit 2 near misses claimed on a Merhcnat Vessel followed 
by flashes and smoke (6 or 3?) hits 2 near misses on destroyer 
1 Wellington missing. Details Malta strike continued in 
combined services report for 4/11* Attacks followed up on 4/11 
by afternoon raid on Benghazi shipping by 3 formations 
totalling 25 B.24’s which claim several hits or near misses on 
ships. Convoy seen approaching Harbour with 1 Merchant 
Vessel smoking apparently damaged. Oil streaks seen in wake. 
Enemy fighters intercepted and 1 Me. 109 was shot down, 1 
Me. 110 probably destroyed 2 Me. 109s damaged.

(R.A.F. , H.Q. , M.E. , 14HZ/7).
5th November. 1 Baltimore sighted submarine diving about 

30 miles North East Port Said H.M. Ship led to position and 
dropped depth charges but results unobserved by Baltimore 

(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. , 1233Z/7).6th November. Move of fighter squadrons up to Daba 
delayed until evening by unserviceability of landing grounds 
that area owing to rain. In afternoon 21 B.24s bombed 
shipping in Benghazi harbour claiming simultaneous hits and 
near misses on 6 thousand ton tanker ship. Claimed destroyed 
4 enemy fighters attacked B.24s combat inconclusive 11 8000 
lbs. N.E. at same time.5 B.17s bombed shipping in Tobruk 
claiming several hits on 5 thousand ton ship near main jetties 
followed by smoke rising from vessel to 3 thousand feet and 
visible for 50 miles 20,000 lbs. H.E.

(H. Q. , M.E. , 1253Z/7).

Enemy Units. Following has been read: Addressed: H.Q.
201 Group, M.E. Command.
2 small craft HD, track 58 ground speed 3 knots, 
position 32.12 N. , 26.29 (?E)
(A/C using call sign u6pS 1230/7)*

R/C Italian V.A. Malta, 1601A/7. See North Atlantic.
Fleet.

Air Reports 
Contd.

Enemy Units. position course and speed of one Destroyer
37*5 N., 11.0 E. , 140* 25 knots.
(Med A/C, 1640A/7).

Patrols EXMOOR, BELVOIR carrying out outer and K patrols
off Alexandria tonight 7/ 11.
(C. in C. Med., 1719B/7 to F.O.C. 15th C.S. (R) 
R.A. Alexandria, Capt. (D) 12, DULVERTON 
R.A.(D) Med).

/M.T.Bs*..
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
M.T.Bs. 266 and 267 will leave Alexandria at 
1745/7 direct for 032° 55' N., 026° 15* E. 
arriving 0430/8 to rescue R.A.F. crews.
They will return to Alexandria at 0645 arriving 
about 1530/8. Own forces will not be to the 
W. of 027° E. during the dark hours. They have 

been informed of N.O.I.C. Alexandria’s 1136/7 (N.T. in W.R.) 
Continuous 7//T watch v/ill be kept by 1 boat on 425 k/cs, the 
other boats keeping extended speaker watch. N.O.I.C. Alexandri 
is requested to keep guard on this frequency. Should M.T.Bs. 
fail to communicate with shore on 425 k/cs attempts v d l l  be 
made on 4205 k/cs. Codeword is "Object".
(Capt. Coastal Forces, 1745B/7 to A.I.G.72, C.S.15> H.Q.R.A.F. , 
M.E. , N.L.O. 8th Army, Air Chief Egypt R.N. , GH. Q. , M. E.)

War Diary.

M.T.Bs. 266, 
267 Air/Sea 
Rescue.

Situation Amendment to 1944/6.
Report. (C. in C. Med., 1801B/7)

Malta Air 1.95* Night 6/7th 1730 1 Beaufighter airborne
Report. for raiders which turned back before reaching

Malta partial R.D.F. interference.
7th. 0740, 1015, 1330 hrs. total of 18 
Spitfires airborne for several? raids which 

turned back before reaching Malta. In addition 14 Spitfire 
Sorties were made in R/C patrols North of Malta but no enemy 
shipping was seen.
(A.H.Q. , Malta, 1909Z/7, 1920/7).

Part 2 Section 2.
Shipping at sea Spitfire sighted 0740 hours 180° Messina

2 miles 1 M/V 1000 1 M.T.B. course 180° 7 to 8 knots. 1340 
hours 36O0 Palermo 10 miles 2 D/Rs course 270° Speed 15 to 20 
knots.
Night 6th/7th 1 flare carrying 1 bomb carrying and 4 torpedo 
carrying Wellington eights despatched on R/C for enemy naval 
units patrolled Gulf of Taranto Strait of Messina and from 
Cavoli to Marettimo 1 Wellington 8 sighted at 0040 hours 142°. 
Cagliari 45 miles 1 small vessel course and speed unknown 
another ,/ellington 8 sighted at 0045 262°. Ugento 18 miles
3 small vessels course and speed unknown.
Deliveries night 6th/7th. 1 Liberator arrived from Gibraltar 
and left same ni ht for M.E. 1 Wellington arrived from M.E.
7th 5 Beauforts arrived from M.E. torpedoes held 47*

(A. H.Q. , Malta, 1940/7).

SULLBERG Leaving 7th November Night.
(German). (Cartagena T.H.I., 1915/7 to D.N.I.)

UTMOST. Position. (Capt. S.10., 1943A/7). See North
Atlantic.

/M /S .. .
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M/S Groups 
176 and 178.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Your 1116/10/10. M/S Groups 1 7 6, and 178 are only 
fitting out as LL M/S at Alexandria and are allocated and urgently required in Persian Gulf. 
(D.A/S.W. Bath, 1959A/7 to C. in C. Med).

WESTjpOINT Understand WESt(pOINT has sailed from U.S.A. 
with appliance7for India and M.E. Does she 
proceed India thence M.E. or are M.E. personnel 
to tranship at India. Request E.T.A. Indian 
Port. Agreed.(P.S.T.O. Egypt 2014/7 to Admty for D. of S.T. )

Evening R/C. V.A. Malta, 2136A/7* See North Atlantic.
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East Indies.
HAWKINS left.
(N.O.I.C. Seychelles, 0200Z/7 to Admty.)
JAY left.
(N.O.I.C. Seychelles, 0230Z/7 toAdmty.)

-> Colombo arrival 7th Nov. Q107Z, D.S. 0.23; 0500Z D.S. WILLEM
VAN DER ZAAN departure nil.
(S.O.I. Colombo, 1705Z/7 to Adraty.)

•-> S/M 0.23, D.S. 0.23 patrolling 17th October to 7th November.
R. of P. 25th Oct. off North entrance to Penang sighted

convoy of 4 merchant ships all of about 5000 
tons escorted by one trawler course about 340° 

to position 005° 35’ 099° 49' thence convoy altered course to 
110° for Penang.
At 1145FG, D.S. 0.23 (? attacked) leading ship with 2 torpedoes 
range 1300 yards. 1 hit just before (? bridge). Then fired 
2 torpedoes at second ship which altered course (? upon) 
torpedo missing.
First ship stopped and listed about 010°. Single torpedoes 
were fired at a range of 1100 yards at 1151 whilst ship was 
rotating turning slowly to port and again at 1159 and 1201 while 
ship was stopped.
Torpedoes missed but explosions were seen just ahead and astern 
of ship possibly from last two torpedoes. Ship was later seen 
to proceed towards Penang escorted by trawler whilst remainder 
of convoy proceeded to Penang. One A/S vessel and one seaplane 
ship later seen in the vicinity attacked position. A/S activity 
also unsuccessful in same area on Oct. 27th and 29th. Oct.
28th hospital ship burning corrected light sighted course 280° 
to position 005° 48’ N. 009° 08’ E. then altering course to 
N.W. Nov. 2nd two unidentified sighted patrolling in vicinity 
005° 30' N. 092° 30' E. D.S. 0.23 has defect in one main motor 
and in one main thrust block which are estimated to take 12 
days to make good.
(S.O. S/Ms Colombo, 0525Z/7 to C. in C. E.F., etc.)

DUMRAC. Is not to be used for transporting cased petrol.
(D.S.T.O. Kilindini, 0632Z/7 to S.T.O, Diego 
Suarez, S.S.T.O. Majunga, H.Q. Island Area, 
S.T.O. Tamatave, D.S.T.)

MAURETANIA. P.S.T.O. Egypt 1345/6 (D. of S.T's 1345/6 
intended?)
1. As escort for MAURETANIA must call at Colombo 

preferable that transhipment of U.S.A. troops should take place 
in Colombo as arranged in P.S.T.O. Egypt 1230/25 Oct. not to 
F.O. Ceylon and that additional call at (? Bombay) for this 
purpose should be avoided.
2. Earliest date that can be guaranteed for escort is to meet 
MAURETANIA off Socotra in about 056° E. a.m. 19th Nov. 
MAURETANIA should not, therefore, leave Aden until p.m. 17th 
Nov.
3. P.S.T.O. India is requested to give early decision on 
alternatives in para, one above.
(C. in C. E.F., 0749Z/7 to S.S.T.O. India, P.S.T.O. Egypt., (r ) 
Admty,, F.O.R.S., Cdre. Aden, F.O. Ceylon, D. of 3.T.)

War Diary.

Movements.

/ALBATROSS • • • «
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East Indies - Contd.
ALBATROSS. 7th Nov. arrived ALBATROSS with relieved 

garrison from Mayotte?
(N.O.I.C.*?Diego Suarez, IOIOz/ 7 to Admty., 
C. in G. E.F., etc.)

Standard 1. Following standard ref. positions are to be
reference brought into force from 0001Z/12 and will remain
positions. in force until further instructions. All

positions north and east -
(AZ) 021® 25’, 067® 30’.

BY) 017° 05’ , 071® 30’ . (CX,) 010® 40’ , 074® 50* .
DW) 005° 10’, 080° 10’ . (EV ) 009® 40' , 082® 40’ .
FU) 013° 50’ , 081° 40’ . (GT ) 018® 40’ , 085® 40’ .
2. All of these ref. positions are to be issued to all ships 
on Indian coastal voyages to be used for purpose of diversion 
etc. by shore authorities and by ships in lieu of route 
positions for reporting their positions. They are not to be 
included in route signals or Yesca. Section (d ) of C. in G. 
E.F. 0914/17th October (923C) (circulated under time of origin 
1914/17 re shipping in Bay of Bengal) will be cancelled in due 
course.
3. F.O.C.R.I.N. only - G. in G. E.F. 0921/17th Oct. refers. 
(F.O. Ceylon, 1030Z/7 to F.0.C.R.I.N., (R) Cmdre. R.I.N.,
C. in G. E.F., Admty., N.O.I.G. Hormuz, N.O.I.C. Karachi, 
N.O.I.G. Bombay, N.O.I.G. Cochin, N.O.I.G. Trincoraalee, N.O.I.C 
Madras, N.O.I.C. Vizagapatam, N.O.I.G. Calcutta.)

Air Report. No.237 for 7th Nov. Daily Intelligence Summary 
S.A. Air Force report 6 B.24s bombed Kernraendine 
Docks Rangoon from 26,500 feet 1300 hours 6th 

Nov. Warehouses 1 small ship believed hit and 1 10,000 ton 
ship reported seen. Main docks obscured by cloud. Few bursts 
inaccurate A.A.
(A.H.Q. India,1131Z/7.)

TEVI0T.2BANK. Ref. your 0844/25th Oct. TEVIOT3BANK now ready 
Propose sailing 10th Nov. Request instructions 
for A/S escort.
(Com. R.I.N. , 1149Z/7 to C. in C. E.F.)
Date amended to 12th Nov., see 0338/9.

R.A.F. planes For C.O. R.A.F. G.G. Portuguese East Africa 
over Lourenco protests strongly against R.A.F. warfare planes 
Marques. flying up Limpopo Estuary at 0615 and 1400 and

over pilot hulk and into bay area of Lourenco 
Marques at 1300/6. Planes were flying very low 

and crossed land in direct (corrupt group).
These constant infringements of neutral territory must cease. 
(G.G. Lourenco Marques, 1225/7 to G. in G. S.A., (R) C. in C. 
E.F., Cmdre. Durban, Embassy Lisbon, F.O.)

/DRAGON ...
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East Indies - Contd.
DRAGON
refit.

3. R.A.W.Af.

On arrival in U.K. about 2nd December DRAGON 
can be taken in hand for refit and modernisation 
by Camrnell Laird, Birkenhead.
2. Leave in accordance with A.F.O. 4374/41 may 
granted.

pass to DRAGON on arrival.
(D.O.D.(F), 1241A/7 to C. in C. E.F., (R) C. in C. S.A.,
C. in C. W.A., R.A.W.A., F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

Boom My 1437/12 August. Following work has been
Defences. completed.

(C. in C. E.F., 1314Z/7 to Admty.)
See Lion Copy.

Request following movement be arranged.
(A) *REVENGE escorted by*DERWENT and*BLACKM08ff 
leaving Durban about 14th Nov. for Kilindini.
(B) RESOLUTION escorted by NAPIER and HOTSPUR 
leaving Durban for Kilindini as arranged by

F.O. (2nd) E.F.
2. NAPIER and HOTSPUR will be sailed from Kilindini a.m. on 

12th Nov. to arrive Durban 16th Nov.
(C. in C. E.F., 1321Z/7 to F.O. (2nd) E.F., Cmdre. Durban, (R) 
C. in C. S.A., Cmdre. (d ) Admty., RESOLUTION, REVENGE.)

Eastern
Fleet
Movements.

Convoy Route &c.
M.C. 1. (N.C.S.O. Kilindini, 1332Z/7.)

Convoy M.C.l consists of ALMANZORA and ORDUNA 
leaves Kilindini p.m. 7th Nov. escorted by

ENTERPRISE.
(2) ORDUNA will be detached to enter Diego Suarez 10th Nov. 
ALMANZORA will continue with 29th South Africa Brigade to 
Durban escorted by ENTERPRISE and routed East of Madagascar 
E.T.A. p.m. 16th Nov.
(C. in C. E.F., 2039/7 to Admty., Cdre. Durban, C. in C. S.A.)

ENTERPRISE. Departure 7th Nov.
(F.O. E.A., 1352Z/7 to Admty.)



From: C .-in -O ., Eastern F leet.

____ _ Naval Cypher N.N. .by W/V1.

Date:
Reed:

9.11.42

0650

Addressed: Admiralty. Repeated: F .O .I .O ., East
A frica , F .0 . ,  Ceylon, V.A.2 Eastern F leet,
N.0 .1 .0 . ,  Mauritius, N .O .I.O ., Seychelles.

525. My 1437/12 August. Boon defences Indian 
Ocean bases. ;
XT) Following work has been completed:

(a) K ilin d in i. A/T boom. Double lin e  A/T except 
in gate which consists o f  one lin e  A/T and one 
lin e anti SAL boom defence.
(b) Seychelles. a/ ?  boom in St. Annes passage. 
Intend to re in force  present mooring on account 
o f  bad Induing ground.

(2) Following are now in hand: ,
(a) KIRRIQSSMoOR. Loadingdjlego Suarez anti 
SAL A/B from TREVORIAN at K ilin d in i;
(b) ETHIOPIAN. LoadiiigX&eychelles anti SAL 
beam fo r  Corf from TREVORIAN and shore stocks at 
K ilind in i.
(c) BPJTTAiW. Loading bottom nets fo r  Diego 
Suarez from TREVORIAN.

(•3) Following is  intended programme:
(a) KIRRIEMOOR to leave K ilin d in i end o f  November
fo r  Diego Suarez.
(b) ETHIOPIAN to leave fo r  Seychelles about 
November 20th.
(c )  BRITTANY" to  leave fo r  Diego Suarez about
November 2,5th. \
(o) DEVON OITY to load with rem ining nets fo r  
Diego Suarez and then to a ss is t KIRRIEMOOR in 
laying anti S/M* A/B boom.

(4) Delays in programme given in my 1433/12 August 
are due to breakdown o f TREVORIAN derricks and
lack o f  lig h te rs , cranes and storage space at Kilindini-^- 
TREVORIAN cannot consequently be rebased before early 
December (my 1508/13 October to  D. o f  S.T. re fe rs ) .
(5) BARFOAM and EARFOUNT are being sailed fo r  
Diego Suarez shortly,
(8) Outstanding commitments which cannot be 
progressed on account o f  lack o f boom defence vessels 
are (my 1324/21st September re fe rs ) :

/ ( a )



*2_ b  o
lb

(7)

(a) Mauritius - Grand port. Anti-submarine A/B 
boom.(b) Diego Suarez - A/T baffles.(o) Mauritius - Port Louis. A/T baffles.Above quoted signal not to all addressees.

3. L.

EVT

lStDep. list, S.L. (2) Controller Vice controller 
A.O.N.S. (T) A.C.NA.CF) (2)
A .  C . N . 3 .  ( AO N. A. 1st.S.L.N. A.to A.C.K.S. (T) 
o.:o.(5)O. I.C. (2)
D. of L.D. (3)D.T.D.(4)
B . T.D.(M)
D.T.D. (0)D. Of 3.T*(2)

1314Z/7
D.3.D. (HD. 0916/42)
D. of N.D. of F.(3) .
D.T.M.D.G.D. (2)D.A/S.W. j). I'* a. D.
1,13 Wt_
D .P.S. (3)
M.U)^
Dep.Controller (3)) Bath by 
B. A/3. S. (2)
D.T.M. ) (BA. ISO)
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Your 1224/4 (N.T. in W.D.) Admiralty considered 
that, as 1000/1500 R.A.F. personnel, of whom 
three quarters would be armed, were being sent 
to Bahamas and as three Air/Sea Rescue craft 
have been provided, it was no longer necessary 

to man local launches for patrols and that the R.A.F. aircraft, 
although only training, would also be a deterrent to raiding 
submarines. 2. Colonial Office concurred and informed 
Governor who agreed.
(M. Branch, 0152A/7 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)

War Diary.

Bahamas,
local
defence.

MS" Report. Intercepted from San Juan radio at 0638 G.M.T, 
submarine attack 11.32 N. 63.26 W. at 0545 
G.M.T,/7th.
(Kingston, Jamaica, 0220R/7 to Admty.) 

Intercept 0730 G.M.T. 'S’ DENYS (Undecypherable in War 
Registry). (Same as 0220R/7.)
(Lands End Radio, 0734 G.M.T./7.)

SS. ARICA. ARICA British hit by what is believed a torpedo 
1820 G.M.T./6 in 10.58 N. 60.52 W. Ship broke 
in two. From bridge forward still afloat, stern 

part sank. Master and 54 landed here 7th Nov. 11 missing one 
dead two seriously injured. Submarine not seen.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 0302Q/7.)
My 0902/6. LADY ELSA returned Trinidad with 50 survivors 
from SS. ARICA lost out of Convoy T.24.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 1302Q/7.)

Y,M.S. 33 Arrived 0900Q/6th U.S. warship Y.M.S. 33.
(Harbour Master Barbados, 0433/7 to Admty., 
(R) S.O.(I) Jamaica.)

ELMDALE. 36 survivors of British ELMDALE rescued 30
miles East of here by Brazilian*TAREEINA MILEO 
all well. Advise where and how to be sent. 

Comsolant referred this to local British representative at 
Fort Aleza. *- >uol~ fa3
(Opnav, 0718/7 to Admty.)

B.Y.M.S.2, H.M.R.T. FRISKY escorted by VEGREVILLE sailing
B.Y.M.S.4. St. Johns N.F. at 1130/7 to your assistance.

(Halifax N.S., 0910Z/7 to B.Y.M.S.2, B.Y.M.S.4.) 
B.Y.M.S.2 reported B.Y.M.S.4 disabled in 51.06 

N. 41.50 W. at 0420/7 FRISKY escorted by VEGREVILLE sailing 
at 1130 to her assistance.
(F.O.N.F., 1145Z/7 1317Z/7 to Admty., etc.)
H.M.R.T. FRISKY departed St. Johns 1155Z/7 to assist B.Y.M.S.4 
disabled in 51.06, 41.50 W.
(F.O.N.F., 1716Z/7.)

/Escorts
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America and West Indies - Gontd.
Escorts for Your 2030A/6th. No prospects of escorts being 
tankers. available for another 8 to 10 days for return

voyage to Puerto la Cruz. Will inform you 
(tanker message) if situation changes.
Oil company have lake tankers available for this 
trip at short notice.
(B.S.N.O. Curacao, 1050Q/7 to Admty.)

Movements. Departure Nov. 6th U.S. DestroyerXBRECKENRIDGE, 
U.S. Ship 31, U.S. Ship P.C.566, U.S. Ship P.C. 
493, U.S. ShipxP.C.583, U.S. Ship P.G.608, U.S. 

Ship P.G.609, escorting T.A.G.19. U.S. Destroyer*TARBELL 
escorting U.S. Army TransportfcMERAK, U.S. Destroyer BLAKELEY. 
(N.O.X.O. Trinidad, 1112^7.) *  ^  ^

Convoy for Your 1924/24 Oct. and 1243/27 Oct. not to all 
Freetown. addressees. Intend to delay for 24 hours

convoy consisting of SS. BRITISH UNITY, 
KENTUCKIAN, BANFF PARK, H.M.R.T. BOLD, 

INTEGRITY, escorted by H.M.Ts.ST. LOMAN, NORTHERN CHIEF and 
NORTHERN ISLES, to include SS. BRITISH POWER due November 9th. 
Convoy expected to sail Nov. 10th for Freetown.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 1132Q/7 to Admty.)

LA 1 lifeboat 20 survivors ex LA CORDILLERA British
CORDILLERA. ship landed Barbados 7th Nov. vessel torpedoed 

095° 85 miles to eastward 1556 G.M.T./5th.
Number 2 lifeboats with 38 survivors got away.
3 killed. Master reports 1 lifeboat with 18 

survivors including Chief Officer picked up by American ship 
6th Nov. Submarine large vessel camouflaged grey brown green 
letter V on conning tower 1 4-inch gun before, 1 A.A. gun abaft 
conning tower. Nationality German, paint good condition.
1 torpedo hut between numbers 4 and 5 holds vessel sank in 15 
minutes. C.Books all locked in iron box went down with ship 
no possibility of rescue.
(Harbour Master Barbados, 1216/7.)

ATLANTIC. Arrived Halifax 6th Nov. from H.X.214 (Nor.)
ATLANTIC collision damage escort pass to 
Commodore.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax N.S. 1304Z/7.)

S/M report. Coast watchers report sighting submarine on
surface 048° 36’ N. 053° (?24*) W. at 1230z/7th 
heading east.
(F.O.N.F,, 1336z/7 to Comtask Force 24, (r ) 
Connav, Admty., C. in C. W.A. , N.S.H.Q. , C.O.A.C. 
C.T.G. 24.7. )

/Troopships ..
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BOLD,
INTEGRITY, 
LARIAT, 
TAMPA.

America and West Indies - Contd.
Departure Port of Spain Nov. 7th 1000. U.3.
Ship MERAK and U.S. Army Transport G.W. GOETHALS 
escorted by Lieut. Com. W.M. Stuart Foster . . 
U.S. Navy in U.S. Destroyer TARBELL. (Route;. 
(Port Director Port of Spain, 1349/7.)

/*• y <■ -  /  ft-

Your 1555/6. Concur, but Rescue Tug require
ments of C. in C. Eastern Fleet as arranged 
should be fulfilled as soon as possible. 
(C.C.R.T., 1407A/7 to B.A.D.)

Departure 7th Nov. U.S. Navy Tankers TALLULAh 
and M0N0NGAH1LA to sea.
(B.R.O. Aruba, 1408QR/7.)

Your 1655/6th and my 2223/6th. U.S.Authorities 
have been watching oil situation at Bahia with 
greatest anxiety due to the original estimate 
for W.S.24 of 1500 tons given in your 2245/6th 
Oct. (not to N.A. Rio de Janeiro) being amended 
to 6450 tons by your 1835/31st Oct.

(2) On receipt of Washington 2315 MSM and B.A.D. raised question 
of replenishment of stocks immediately after departure of 
convoy which U.S. Navy are now arranging.
(3) Since receipt of Alusna Rio de Janeiro’s 1650/5 Corasolant 
confirms that fuel and water can be provided in accordance 
with your 1835/31st October. He is responsible for arranging 
such air and anti-submarine surface protection as he considers 
necessary.
(4) It has been suggested to him that QUEEN OF BERMUDA could 
act in accordance with para. 3 (F) of your signal.
(B.A.D. Washington, 1503Z/7 to Admty.)

2 U.S. Army 
tankers.

Oil at 
Bahia. 
Fuelling 
of W.S.24.

South Cancel my 2101/6. Admiralty 0948/6 now
Atlantic received.
Agreement. (B.A.D. Washington, 1507Z/7 to Admty.)

Your 2101/6. It was agreed that change should 
come into force as proposed in your 1703/3 vide 

"A” message 0948/6.
Last para, of 0948/6 now amended to read 0001/10 Nov.
(Hd. of M., 1749a/ 7 to B.A.D.)

Patrol. My 1307Z/5th* ships left 6th for Rio Grande do
Sul. Are to patrol between Rio Grande 
Florianopolis.
(R.O. Florianopolis, 1530Z/7 to Admty.)
* No trace of receipt in W.R. Repetition has 
been requested.

U/B
attacked. 
S/M notice. 
GURNARD.

7th Nov. S/M estimate. One **rea 40 N. 69 W. 
eastbound probably damaged from numerous attacks. 
At 1200z/8th GURNARD 39.37 N. 43.67 (?) W. 
course 46.5 advancing 300 miles 24 hours 
submerged if advisable.
(Cominch 1615/7, 1616/7, 1641/7 C. 
1642/7, 1643/7.)

in C.U.S.Fleet 
/ U / B  ...
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U/B
sighted.

America and West Indies - Contd.
Intercepted from Guantanamo Radio submarine 
sighted at 1502 G.M.T. in 17.53 N. 75.19 W. (Kingston Jamaica, 1625R/7.)

SEAWOLF. Your 1912/6.
Destination in the U.K. is Holy Loch.
(D.O.D.(H), 1738A/7 to B.A.M.R. Washington.)

Special U/B 
estimate.

C online h 1831/7.
See Operation '’Torch”.

S .C.108. Ref. my 0100/7th and your 0915/7th. As escort 
of S.C.108 consisting of 38 ships is now one 
destroyer one corvette and one minesweeper

only, request position of Task Unit 24.1.12 may be detailed 
to reinforce groups to westomp. P.C. and S. 1900/7th 047°
11’ N. 052° 20’ W. (a) 031° 7.5 knots steering for Westomp. Weather report 6380 1554.
(C.T.U. 24.18.3, 1920Z/7 to C.C.N.F., (r ) C.O.A.C. Halifax, 
N.S.H.Q., Connav, Comtask 24, Admiralty, C.T.U. 24.1.12.)

Your 1900/7thf Task Unit 24.1.12 cannot join before Westomp.
(F.O.N.F., 2258Z/7 to C.T.U. 24.18.3, (R) Admty., C.O.A.C, 
N.S.H.Q., Connav, C.T.U. 24.1.12, C.T. 24.)* 1920/7 ? intended.
POLYANTHUS and PRIMROSE contact convoy S.C.108 and reinforced escort. 1900 position C 047° 11' N. 052° 20’ W.031° 7.5 knots.
(C.T.U. 24.1.12, 2333Z/7 to POLYANTHUS, (r ) PRIMROSE, 
P.O.C. Newfoundland Force, C.T.U. 24.18.3.)

0.N4142
reported. D/F bearings on Series One at 1611Z/7, 1631Z/7, 

and 1715Z/7 indicate U-Boat has probably 
sighted and reported 0.N.S142.
(D.D.I.C. , 2010a/7 to Escorts of O.N.S,142, (R)
C. in C. W.A,, Cominch, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, C.T.G. 24.7, H.Q.C.C. )

U/B in
Clayoquot
Sound.

R. C.A.F. report suh. in Sydney Inlet Clayoquot 
Sound. H.M.C.S. BELLECHASpS and fishery reserve 
vessel SEINER and LOYAL I proceed to investigate. 
(C.O.P.C. Esquimalt, 2010Z/7 to Admty., N.S.H.Q.,
S. B.N.O.W.A., Cominch, C.N.W.S.F., (R) G.O.C. in C. A.O.C. Westn. Air Cora?)

RODAS,
CHARLES KURZ. RODAS Dutch, CHARLES KURZ U.S, damaged in 

collision. RODAS badly holed number 4 wing and 
5 main tanks starboard. CHARLES KURZ heavy 
damage forepeak. Both able to proceed to Curacao 
own power. Both at anchor Puerto la Cruz.
(Puerto la Cruz, 2021/7 to Admty., S.O.(l) Jamaica.)

/L.S.T.301 • • •
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L.S.T.301. Re trials whilst en route for Halifax.

(Cdr. 1st U.S.N. District Boston, 2021Z/7.) 
Approved.
(C. in G. U.S. Fleet, 1428/9.)

NATHANIEL 
HAWTHORNE 

& LINDENHALL.
G.R. No.1453. Connav Serial 7.
Both torpedoed today convoy T.A.G.18 11.34 N. 
63.26 W.
(Connav, 2055/7 to Comnaveu, (R) S.O.(l) 
Kingston, C. in C. W. I. , N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 
C.E.S.F., C.G.S.F., C.P.S.F., G.C.S.F.)

C.L. 59. C.L.59 in Trepassey Harbour state they are having
difficulties and unable to steam till a.m./7. 
STRATFORD patrolling off Trepassey.
(STRATFORD, 2104Z/7.)

Washops. 1. 27 Japanese bombers and fighters attacked
Solomon Is. U.S. position Guadalcanal 5th November with 

little success.
2. U.S. raiders destroyed Japanese outpost at 

Cape Astrolabe capturing radio equipment, arms and ammunition 
intact without casualties.
(J.S.M. Washington, 2103Z/7.)

Submarine A. U.S.S. SURPRISE two torpedo misses, attacks
attack and submarine 11.32 N. 63.26 W. 0745Z/7,
sighting B. Navy plane attacks submarine 57.08 N. 34.47 W
summary. 1224Z/5.

U.S.S.^BREGKENRIDGE sights submarine on surface 
11.38 N. 63.04 W. about 0500Z/7

C. Submarine sighted 58.08 N. 33.13 W. 1224Z/5, 58.05 N. 32.07 
W. 1501Z/5, 12.35 N. 69.39 W. 1136Z/5.
P.G.583 attacks submarine contact 11.34 N. 63.26 W. 7 Nov. 
Coast watcher sights submarine on surface about 48.36 N. 
53.24 W. 1230Z/7 course east.
D. Three submarines attacked 17,53 N. 75.19, 1520Z/7.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2143/7.)

Contact Contact attacked by RED DEER at 2200Z in 47° 51*
attacked. N. 063° 50’ W.

(Halifax W/T, 2206Z/7, N.O.I.C. Gaspe 2339Z/7.)

Signalling There is a growing demand from Masters of ships 
by merchant sailing independently for
ships with H/F a . Some reduction in the number of occasions on 
transmission, which ships with h/F transmission should report 

their positions.
B. A system by which a different call sign can 
be used for each transmission.

A
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Signalling 2. Propose for your concurrence:- 
by merchant As regards A, the following amendment to M.A.R.I. 
ships with H/F II, 11. Masters of independently sailed United 
transmission. Nations managed ships fitted with l/F trans- 
(Contd.) mission are to report their positions by W/T

in accordance with the following instructions.
(a) The Routeing Officer will agree with the 

Master the times of passing through selected lettered positions on the route which are approximately one thousand miles apart starting from port of departure.
(b) The agreed times are to be inserted in the route signal between the letters and the geographical descriptions of the selected positions.
(c) The Master is to report only if the ship is more than 
three hours early or late at each agreed point. The signals 
are to be coded in Mersings II recoded S.P.02272 series in
the form (examples only) ”G 4 hours early” or »X 5 hours late”.
(d) Upon a report being made both the Master and the Diverting 
Authority will apply the appropriate correction to the agreed times of reaching all subsequent agreed points. No further report is to be made unless the ship is more than three hours early or late on the emended times.
(e) The Diverting Authority will deduce a speed of advance 
from reports received and will, if the ship is diverted, 
include in the diversion signal a new series of points along the new route together with estimated times of passing through. 
The Master will then if necessary report on passing through 
these new points as in (c) above. End of amendment to M.A.R.I.3. As regards B propose -
(a) To introduce a system of Merchant Navy general call signs 
and a modified form of Godress (text address) procedure for use by Merchant ships.
(b) To allocate twelve call signs for this purpose namely GA to GM inclusive except GB.
(c) All messages which are made in Mersigs II recoded by one 
of the Merchant ship recoding tables to be transmitted from one of the twelve call signs selected at random.
(d) The originator of message to be indicated by inclusion of the War W/T Call sign of the Merchant ship coded as the last word of the text and preceded by the word ”froirf’.
(e) Weather reports when made to be added to position reports and not transmitted as separate messages.
(f) Passing instructions in plain language to continue as before.
4. An early reply would be appreciated.
(A.C.N.S.(T), 2246A/7 to Connav.)

Russian 1. U.S. Consul at Vladivostock reports that on
S/Ms and Oct. 15th two Soviet submarines S type departed
Shipping. Petropavlovsk for U.S. He was told that thishad been handled between Moscow and Washington and that U.S. naval authorities had been informed. 2. MICHURIN (l0.3 knots) left Vladivostock Oct. 15th, due Portland Nov. 2nd.

/ 3. ...
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3. KLARA ZETKIN (11 knots) left Nagaevo Oct.
13th due Portland Oct. 30th. Usual route.
4. NENETZ (10 knots) left Vladivostock Oct. 23rd 
due Portland Nov. 10th. Usual route.
5. Vladivostock departures, Oct. 26th. Usual 
route. KARL LIEBKNECHT (9 knots) due Portland

VSEVOLOI^ISIRITSEV (?) (7 knots) due Portland
6, SVIR (8.5 knots) departed Vladivostock Oct. 27th due 
Portland Nov. 26th. Usual route.
(Viscount Halifax, Washington, No T.0.0./7 to M.E.W.)
W.R. Note: Message received from M.E.W. 1053/10 for circulation
in Admiralty.

Russian 
S/Ms and 
Shipping. 
(Contd.)

Nov. 13th. 
Nov. 18th.

Australia and New Zealand.
Post sailing telegram Convoy C.O. 43 6th Nov. 
(N.C.S.O. Newcastle N.S.W., 0147Z/7 to Admty., 
(r ) N.B. Melbourne.)

Arrival Sydney 6thNov.,U.S. Cruiser SAN JUAN, 
Cairns 5th Nov., H.M.A.S. WARREGO. Departures 
Brisbane 6th Nov.,U.S. Destroyer PATTERSON, U. S. 

Destroyer BAGLEY for escort duties.
(A.C.N.B., 0308Z/7 to Admty., C. in C. E.F., N.Z.N.B., C.O.I.S. 
E.F. )
U.S. Transport ANHUI arrived Brisbane 6th Nov. Hospital ship 
MANUNDA departed Sydney (N.S.W.) 6th Nov. due Brisbane 8th 
Nov.
(A.C.N.B., 0751Z/7 to Admty,, Connav.)
Departure Papeete 6th Nov. F.S. CHEVREUIL Bora Bora 7th Nov. 
(D.N.I. Wellington, 2132M/7 to Admty., (R) Comsopac.)

Situation. Digest serial No.288 Nov. 5th.
Shipping Bulletin Shortlands Base morning 5th 
Nov. Indicated as including only 2 heavy 

cruisers (described one Nachi, one Aoba class) One Sendai class 
light cruiser, 2 sloops, 5 merchant vessels. In addition 14 
unidentified vessels sighted 6° 40’ S. 156° 20' E. Noon 5th 
Nov. in following formation 6 medium followed by 2 large 
followed by 6 small course 190°.
2) Fighting continues in the Oivi Area.
3) Five Catalinas attacked shipping Buin Tonolei Area early 

morning 5th Nov. one near miss light cruiser other results not 
observed. 3 possible fighters observed airborne but no inter
ception.

Convoy 
C.O.43.

Movements.

/(4 ) ...
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(4) Photo R/C Rabaul morning 5th Nov. indicates 
1 converted aircraft carrier, 4 destroyers, 5 
sub. chasers, 2 minelayers, 1 possible M.L.C.,
7 small tankers, 30 merchant vessels 3000 - 

10,000 tons totalling approximately 185,000 tons. 5 small 
merchant vessels, 11 small craft Rabaul harbour also 4 
unidentified vessels St. Georges Channel course 330°. Portress 
completing this R/C attacked by 6 Zeros one probably destroyed. 
(5) 6 Hudsons bombed buildings Bobonaro Paren 35 miles S.S.W. 
Dilli morning 5th Nov. scoring direct hits and starting fires.
8 fighters and 2 bombers reported Dilli aerodrome 4th Nov.
Dawn patrol being maintained.

(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. , 2305Z/7.)
Digest Serial No. 287Z November 4th.

Enemy force Buin Shortlands area morning 4th Nov. indicated as 
one heavy cruiser, two light cruisers, 14 destroyers one 
Seaplane Tender, one Minelayer, 3 Tankers, 8 merchant vessels.
(2) One 6,000 ton merchant vessel reported approaching Buka 
Passage from N.E, noon 4th Nov.
(3) R/C Rabaul area morning same day reported 29 large and 
medium sized unidentified vessels and 2 possible destroyers 
in harbour. M.P.S.O. one small merchant vessel just north 
Rabaul course 320°.
(4) Enemy force encountered near Pirivi (4 miles east Kokoda) 
4th Nov. but dislodged and driven back after bombing and 
strafing of positions by 3 Bostons. Our troops continue 
advance on Oivi. Indications enemy preparing to make strong 
stand Wairope.
(5) Strong force Portresses, Bostons, B.25s and Beaufighters 
with P.38s and P.40s as top cover made four separate attacks 
Salamaua area 4th Nov.
6) 6 Hudsons followed by 6 Marauders attacked Maobisse area 
Timor) morning 4th Nov. demolishing buildings and starting 
fires.
(7) Ref. possible cruiser and transport reported. My Serial 
No.286 para.4 subsequent air searches failed to locate and 
report discounted.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A., 2321Z/7.)

War Diary.

Situation. 
(Contd.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimate of U-Boats. 
(D.D.I.C., 1445/7, 1456/7.)
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Home Commands.
Halifaxes on A/S patrol in the Gironde River 
made attacks on a 4000 and a 8000 ton merchant 
vessel, but no hits are claimed.

Twenty-six Wellingtons of Bomber Command laid 
mines last night successfully in the Baltic.

Object.

Plan.

Command.

Execution.

Operation “Torch".
The object of the operation was to occupy French 
Morocco and Algeria in order to provide a base 
for an advance on Tunisia by combined British 
and U.S. forces.
The plan was, to make simultaneous assaults in 
force near Casablanca, Oran and Algiers to 
capture these ports and adjacent landing grounds. 
It was considered important that the operations 
should appear to have an American aspect, and 
therefore the assaults at Oran and Casablanca 
were carried out by U.S. Ground Forces, that at 
Algiers was, however, supported closely by 
British Troops. Naval forces inside the 
Mediterranean are purely British. The landings 
were supported by carrier-borne aircraft.
Lieut.-General Eisenhower is C. in C. Allied 
Force (short title C. in C. A.F. )
Admiral Sir Andrew B. Cunningham is Naval 
Commander (short title N.C.X.F.)
The Eastern Task Force under Rear-Admiral 
Burrough (C.E.N.T.F.) is to make one landing to 
the east and two to the west of Algiers at 0200 
and a direct assault on the harbour to prevent 
sabotage of the dock installations and shipping 
(this direct assault is called Operation 
'•Terminal*').
The Centre Task Force under Commodore Troubridge 
is to make two landings to the east and two to 
the west of Oran at 0200 and a direct assault on 
the harbour to prevent sabotage of the dock 
installations and shipping (this direct assault 
is called Operation "Reservist").
The Western Task Force under Admiral Hewitt U.S.N. 
(C.W.N.T.F.) is to make landings at Safi, Fedala 
and Mehedia at 0530 to secure the airfields and 
attack Casablanca from the east.
Force H under Admiral Syfret in DUKE OF YORK 
provided a covering force in the Mediterranean and 
Force Q (CUMBERLAND and NORFOLK) a covering force 
in the Atlantic.

/The • • •
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Operation "Torch" - Contd.
The very large convoys and great number of 
warships practically completed the approach 
phase without detection by the enemy.
Convoys inside the Mediterranean were sighted 
on D minus one, but the only damage sustained 
in this stage was one assault ship torpedoed 
but not sunk.
Strategical and tactical surprise was achieved, 
and all landings were effected successfully in 
early hours of today.

Eastern Algiers Area. Assault forces consisted of 3
Task Force. brigade groups. All forces arrived safely in

position in time, except U.S. Transport THOMAS 
STONE which was torpedoed and damaged yesterday. 
SPEY which had gone on yesterday with 24 landing 
craft from THOMAS STONE, reported at 1100Z/8 
that a breakdown necessitated her sinking all 
the boats but 2.
The landings were effected successfully with 
little resistance, except in the centre. BROKE 
and MALCOLM attacked the boom at Algiers: and
BROKE breached it: both destroyers were damaged
by the shore batteries and air attack. After 
landing her troops BROKE rejoined BULOLO 
(C.E.N.T.F. ) but Operation "Terminal*' (the 
direct assault on the harbour) failed. BROKE 
was *taken in tow, but she sank at 1559/9 in ?37°
O ’ N. 0° 44’ E. .
COWDRAY was damaged by shell fire.
Fighter aircraft commenced to leave Gibraltar 
for Blida Aerodrome at 0700 G.M.T. and by 1030 
G.M.T. 17 Hurricanes and 35 Spitfires had left, 
all arrived safely at Maison Blanche.
At 1900 the French ceased hostilities uncondition
ally and the occupation of the city of Algiers 
commenced at 1900Z.
SHEFFIELD and BERMUDA (temporarily attached from 
Force H) were repeatedly attacked by a series of 
single torpedo bomber aircraft for | hour at 
dusk, but were not damaged. BERMUDA parted 
company during the attacks.
SPEEDWELL made 11 attacks on a submarine 11 miles 
N.N.E. of Algiers harbour a.ra. today. The 
submarine was twice blown to the surface.

Centre 
Task Force.

/  H r>r
A 6*.

C-rv'vC-'*

Oran Area, Assault forces were 1 armoured and 
3 infantry brigade groups. The landings were 
effected successfully with little resistance, 
though batteries and ships inshore off Oran 
resisted: the ships made a sortie and AURORA
sank two destroyers and damaged two or three 
more: BRILLIANT sank the escort vessel LA
SURPRISE in 35.55 N. 01.05 W. and one enemy 
submarine is reported to have been destroyed 
(apparently by ACHATES off Arzeu). The Allied 
battleships bombarded the ports.

/In ...
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Operation "Torch" _
In Operation "Reservist" the cutters WALNEY and 
HARTLAND were lost in an attempt to force the 
boom at Oran and prevent the scuttling of 
merchant ships. Both ships entered harbour and 
succeeded in landing troops. WALNEY penetrated 
to the western end of the Bassin Gueydon before 
being sunk.
BOADICEA, on A/S patrol with 4 M.Ls was hit in 
the shell room at 0740Z.
8 Albacores and 22 Naval fighters attacked the 
aerodrome at dawn today and destroyed 47 aircraft 
which were bombed up, alerted and ready to fly. 
Spitfires from Gibraltar arrived safely at Oran 
about 1645Z, except one plane which was shot 
down as it was about to land.

The enemy offered opposition in all areas but 
the assault forces (l armoured and 5 infantry 
brigade groups) were landed successfully at Safi, 
Fedala and Mehedia by 1145Z. A French naval 
force consisting of one or two cruisers, 
destroyers and submarines made a sortie at 0815Z 
from Casablanca and was engaged by the covering 
force, one enemy destroyer was sunk and it is 
reported that one enemy cruiser was damaged, and 
at 1130Z W.N.T.F. reported that the remainder of 
the enemy's ships were retiring into Casablanca 
apparently damaged.
WESTCOTT (Gibraltar escort force, providing escort 
for coastal convoys to and from Oran and Algiers) 
attacked a submarine about 2100 in approx. 36.49 
N. 0.53 W. and considers she destroyed it.
R.A.F. and Naval aircraft provided successful 
A/S and fighter protection throughout the day.
A minefield was laid off Fedala.
P.219 and Catalina carried out a night operation 
successfully.

_ • »

At 0258Z N.C.E.T.F. informed S/Ms. P.221, P.45 
and P.48 that Operation "perpetual" (assault on 
Bougie and Jijelli) might be carried out. Ships 
may pass through Algiers sanctuary p.ra. on D day.



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Genoa
bombed.

A. REGOLO 
torpedoed.

Western
Desert.

■  -  272
8.11.1942.
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic.
In view of indications of U-Boat activity 
between St. Pauls Rocks and Natal the Admty. 
recommended to Connav that all shipping other 
than coastal should be diverted to North and 
East of St. Pauls Rocks.

Task Group 23.2 consisting of Commander U.S. 
Cruisers 2nd Divn. (R.A. Read) in U.S. Cruiser 
MILWAUKEE with CINCINNATI and U.S. Destroyer 
SOMERS sailed from Recife at 2100Z today to 
patrol north-west of Ascension Island until 18th 
November.

SS. WEST EUMHAW and BENALDER were torpedoed in 
4.19 N. 2.44 W. (120 miles W.S.W. of Takoradi) 
at 1715Z today. The former sank, and the latter 
was taken in tow for Takoradi.

SS. PLAUDIT was torpedoed and sunk at 2000 G.M.T. 
today in 36.0 S. 26.32 E.

Mediterranean.
175 aircraft of Bomber Command were detailed to 
attack the port and city of Genoa last night: 
135 attacked, led by Pathfinders. The raid is 
reported to have been most successful. Pour of 
our aircraft were lost. The Italian High 
Command communique states "Damage is huge".

P.46 on patrol off St. Vito reported that she 
had secured a torpedo hit on an Italian 6" 
cruiser at 1023A in 38° 14’ N. 12° 41’ E. and 
had expended all her torpedoes. On 9th Nov. 
the Italian light cruiser ATTIL10 REGOLO was 
seen in Palermo, damaged.

Mersa Matruh was cleared of the enemy this 
morning and during the day petrol was landed on 
the beaches close east of the port by L.C.Ts.

The Turkish DUMLUPINAR is reported to have been 
stink by a warship in 41.10 N. 30.1 E. at 1240/6.
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America and West Indies.
SS. BOLMPARK is reported to have been torpedoed 
in 13° N. 47° W. on 24th Oct.

Survivors of U.S. WEST KETAR arrived at 
Barbados today. The ship is reported to have 
been torpedoed in 14.57 N. 53.37 W. at 2215 
G.M.T. 29th Oct.

SS. CAP OLMO was torpedoed at 0940 G.M.T. today 
in approx. 11° N. 61° W. but reached Port of 
Spain under her own steam.

SS. NIZAM made a submarine distress report at 
1705 in 10.4 N. 53.11 E.

Australia and New Zealand.
The U.S. report the following enemy losses 
25th October in action north of Santa Cruz 
Islands, 1 battleship, 5 cruisers, 2 aircraft 
carriers hit and damaged.
29th October in Solomon Islands area 1 destroyer 
torpedoed by a U.S. M.T.B.
31st October in Solomon Islands area 2 cruisers 
and 1 merchant ship hit in air attack.

U.S. shore based aircraft in Australia, New 
Guinea, the Melanesian Islands and Fiji form a 
protective barrier covering the supply route 
from the U.S. to Australia. The Guadalcanal 
airfield forms part of this barrier.

The evidence is that the Buin Faisi area (Bougain
ville Island) has now become almost as important 
a concentration area for Japanese forces as 
Rabaul, since the Japanese efforts are directed 
more against the Solomon Islands and less against 
New Guinea.
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Policy,
21st & 
22nd M.T.B 
Flotillas.

Pending further developments the 22nd M.T.B. 
Flotilla is to be transferred from BEEHIVE to 
MANTIS.
2. S.O. 21st, M.T.B.Flotilla is to return to 
BEEHIVE as soon as practicable. Remainder of

this Flotilla is to return as soon as sufficient of the 22nd be
come serviceable to form a unit of three M.T.Bs available at 
Lowestoft.
(0. in C.Nore O&ji^B).

operational situation in the Rosyth Escort 
Force if CASTLETON until required for refit 
could be lent for East Coast Convoy duties when 
not reauired by A.C.O.S.
(C. in C.Rosyth, 1550A/8 to A.C.O.S.).

Movements.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0^16a/ 8 to C. in C.Portsmouth) 
Proceed to Plymouth adjusting speed to

arrive 0800/9.(C. in C.Plymouth 2225A/8 to PRINCE LEOPOLD). 

THUNDERBOLT. F.O.S.li4ij.6A/7. Intend sailing THUNDERBOLT
escorted by CUTTY SARK from HHZ at 1100/l0th Nov. 
(TITANIA 0750A/8).

MONTROSE and HOLDERNESS at 09*4-0, S.O.A.20 knots, E.T. A.1230/9. 
(C. in C.Nore 102*4A/8 to A. C.O.S.).
My 1200/8. Add AJAX, HOLDERNESS,MONTROSE on passage 

northward, E. T.A. Flamborough Head 2000/8.
(C. in C.Nore. 120UA/8).
Scapa departures AGAMEMNON, MENESTHEUS, VESPER.
(A.C.O.S. 2519A/8 to C. in C.Nore).

Atlantic
Convoy
Rescue
Trawlers

C. in C.W.A. 1912/7. 
(D.O.D(H). 1159A/8 to

CASTLETON My 15*4.0/7. It would considerably ease the

CELANDINE. Reykjavik arrival CELANDINE 0*4-1 5/6th 
(A. C.I.C. 0515A/8).

PRINCE
LEOPOLD.

Sailed PRINCE LEOPOLD in accordance with 
my 1506/7.

HOLDERNESS 
AGAMEMNON, 
MENESTHEUS 
VESPER.

AJAX, When ordered to do so by AJAX a.m./9th you are 
to part company and proceed Northwards along 
Swept Channel until AGAMEMNON, MENESTHEUS, and 
VESPER are met, when you are to assume S.O.escort 
to Sheerness.
( C. in C.Nore 0942A/8 to HOLDERNESS).

Sheerness departures AJAX escorted by

/LONDON,
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Movements - Contd.
LONDON.

L.C.T.
Craft for 
Scapa.

KENT.

WESTMINSTER 
LEEDS.

M.T.Bs.
for
Lerwick.

Scapa arrival LONDON.
(A.C.O.S. 1122+/8 to A.C.I.C.).
Admiralty’s 1716/31/10. Request you sail 
L.C.T. 399 ( S.O), 2+03, 2+18, and 2+19 from 
Lamlash to Scapa. Craft will "be ready to 
sail on 15th November.
(Capt.L.C.T. 1151A/8 to F.0.I.C.Greenock).
Scapa arrival KENT.
(A.C.O.S.1202/8 to P.0.I.C.Liverpool).

/ fiT T . o-W JYour 152+0/7. Escorts will "be provided from 
this command if circumstances permit.
(C. in C.Nore 1212A/8 to C. in C.Rosyth).
Intend to sail M.T.B. 618, S.O. 619, 620,623, 
625, and 631 for Lerwick at 062+5/9. E.T.A. 
1830.(N.0.I.C.lnvergordon 1225A/8).

/ r f T, *1- v/- ,
My 1726/7. Add H. 28 escorted hy SARDONYX, 
leave Londonderry 1600/8. E. T.A. Clyde 0900 /9 
(P.O.S. 1319A/8 to Admty).

W.A.Command. Situation at 1958A/8.
Details.(C. in C.W.A. 1355A/8). See Lion Copy.

North Atlantic Disposition of operational units in N.Atlantic. 
Dispositions. Area Iceland (C). BERWICK, SUFFOLK, 2+ destroyers 

Area Scapa. ANSON, KING GEORGE V, LONDON,
5 destroyers. Operational Area, DUKE OP YORK, 

NELSON, RENOWN, RODNEY, ARGUS, FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS, VICTORIOUS, 
ARGONAUT, BERMUDA, CHARYDBIS, DELHI, JAMAICA, SCYLLA, SHEFFIEL 
CUMBERLAND, NORFOLK, AVENGER, BITER, DASHER, 21 destroyers. 
(D.O.D. (H). 12+30Z/8 to C. in C.U.S. Fleet).

ANCHUSA, 
DAHLIA, 

**HURRICANE, 
WATCHMAN.

Sailed ANCHUSA and DAHLIA in accordance with
your 1006Z/3. . >.( Cdre.Londonderry 1600A/8 to C. in C.W. A.).

Sailed HURRICANE and WATCHMAN to overtake 
ANCHUSA and DAHLIA proceeding in accordance wi 
your 1006Z/3. . _(N.O.I.C.Londonderry 2j>55A/8 to C. in C.W.

CELIA. Admiralty’s 192+^/22+/7. Intend to sail CELIA,
to Aberdeen for onward routeing to Iceland at 
0700 tomorrow. E.T.A.Aberdeen 1900/9. Request 
fighter protection.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 1 6 2 5/8 to C. in C.Rosyth).

/  .P .3U .
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Addressed Admiralty.

8.11.42.
2045.

Situation at 1953A/3CL1.

Section Nortli East.
1 M/V VIRGINIA 57 12 07 02 To Oversay 8
6 M/Vs. MINUET 56 48 06 30 To Loch Ewe 8WOLVES
Section South East. 
SKATE 53 55 04 52 To Londonderry 15
1 Auxiliary 
Vessel 52 08 05 32 To Portsmouth 18
ST. ALBANS Sails Ttetmoy To M oville 15

f 2200A/8 __
• • * • n

ms 3 BLACK SWAN 55 33 05 00 270 degs. Oversay 
thence 55 28 13 Q!

7
1 Sloop 
8 Corvettes

*. L

1 M/V 57 12 07 02 To Oversav 8
1 M/V MYOSOTIS 54 04 04 58 270 degs. Oversay 9

KX 6 LANCASTER 51 57 06 05
6 miles 
Via South o f 6

ONM 145

1 Destroyer
3 Corvettes
4 Trawlers
ROSEMARY

i

52 06 05 34

Ireland to 180 
degs. Fastnet 
Rock 10 miles
To B elfast 9 i

1 M/V
2 Trawlers 
PC 74 Sails Swansea Northbound Irish 10

HM 61 YORK CIIY
2D00A/8 
53 00 05 04

Sea
To M ilford Haven 8

Convoy LEEDS
UNITED 51 59 05 29 Northbound 8

SL 125 KIRKELLA 55 03 05 40 To Mersey 7
SLU 125 SALADIN 56 57 07 05 To Loch Ewe 7
HX 213 HESPERUS 56 18 08 10 To North Channel 9

HX 213.F.

WHITEHALL
VANESSA
CLEMATIS
•GENTIAN

r

55 29 06 40

and Irish  Sea 

To Mersey 12

°c” sT . r
34.1.4.

H.28

HEATHER
POTENTILLA 55 43 07 48 To 55 58 15 22 6
EGLANTINE
MONTBRETEA
ROSE
VERVAIN

55 23 06 22 To Clyde 6
SARDONYX

. /-
Section N.W./,»  •  •  •



Ssct^Qn North West. 
SUFFOLK
SO 107 RESTIGOUCHE

GoT.U, AMHERST 
24.1.14 ALGOMA

MOOSEJAW

62 22 18 23 To Hvalfjord 
58 18 14 54 To 58 05 13

02 tlionce 
56 28 08 35

SOL. 107 U.S.S. INGHAM 62 08 22 18 To Reykjavik 
C.T.U. U.S.S. LEARY
24.6.3. U.SoS. SOHENCK
0NSJ.144 U.S.S. BIBB Sails Reykjavik Southbound
G.T.U. U.S.S. DUANE 1900A/8
24.6.4.

20

7

Section South West
WALLFLOWER
MONKSHOOD
Hospital Ship 
OXFORDSHIRE
Hospital Ship 
NEWFOUNDLAND
3 Minesweepers ONITl^g^FIREDRAKE 
G.T.U. SUNFLOWER
24.1.5. LOOSESTRIPE 

ALISMA 
PINK
4 Trawlers 
KYBER

TA 28 Unescorted

55 36 16 17 To Argentia 10

46 18 15 00 Through 41 30 154
15 00

41 07 14 36 Through 37 00 13
10 00

53 49 31 50 To 54 30 28 00 10
48 00 33 32 To 43 20 40 01 5

55 25 15 29 To 55 20 28 01 25
thence 51 02 36 
28

V.G.N.S.
A.C.N.S.CB)
A.C.N.S%(F;(2)
a .c .n .s .(t)N.A.lst S.L.Capt. Pim. 
D.O.D.C ‘
C).0.D. (

H) (2)
F)|2)

D.A/S.W. 
D.D.I.C.(2) 
Duty Capt. (2) 
I.P.(2)
Head of M. 
W.D.
U.S.N.
D.T.D.C3)

1355A/8.
P.D. (M) 
P.D.(C)
L. Ramsey (2) 
L. Blake (2)

M.D.G.
O.M.S.
D.T.D.(M)

(
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HOME COMMANDS.

P.311.

Movements.- Contd.
h H

Arrived your 10jlA/5.
(TITANIA 1736A/7 to C. in C.Plymouth).

KIRKELLA.
*- >*i, S o

My position at 1800A/8. 055.05 N. 005.45 W.,
Course 144°. Speed 8 knots.
(KIRKELLA 1805A/8 to N.O.I.C.Lerwick).

SEVERN. Do not pass through area "bound "by latitudes 050, 
00 N. and 050.11 N. and longitudes 003.15 W. 
and 003.38 W. on account of suspected 
minelaying.
(C. in C.Plymouth 2205A/8 to SEVERN).

SALADIN. Arrived SALADIN.
(Cdre.Londonderry 2350A/8)

Operations.

Patrols. Your 1339/7. "Obstacle" returned.
(N.O.I.C.Dartmouth 0826/8 to C. in C. Plymouth). 

My 1541/7. "Warrant" returned.
(N.O.I.C.Dartmouth 0852/8).

---> Intend M.G.Bs. 52 (S.o), 57, and 5 1 to patrol between the
following positions:-
( A) 50.15 N. 02. 05 W. (B).50.20 N. 01.35 W.
leaving Weymouth at 19j>0 tonight and patrol-line at dawn.
Codeword "Devise."
(P.0.I.C.Portland 1100A/8).
(Capt.S.5 to SEVERN.P.556).

>CH6iS&fiURS 15 (S.O) and 5 are to patrol tonight between 
E.A.5 Buoy and 50° 25’ N. 00°_00'. Codeword "Object."
FERNIE stand by at Yarmouth. Portland M.G.Bs patrolling 50.16 
N. 02.05 W. to 50.20 N. 01.35 W.

( C. in C.Portsmouth 1347A/8).
4. M.T.Bs leave Dartmouth 1730 today to patrol within 12 

miles of Sept lies light, returning to within 20 miles of own 
coast by daylight, They have been informed of your movements. 
S.O. in M.T.B. 235.

(C. in C.Plymouth 1444A/8 to W.P.245. SEVERN, MANGROVE, 
PRINCE LEOPOLD).2 ChAASEURS patrolling from E.A.5 Buoy to Eastward. j> 

M.G.Bs. patrolling 20 miles South of Anvil Point.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 151^A/8).

,3 M.G.Bs on patrol 20 miles S.E. Portland Bill.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1625/8).
M.Ls.450 and 220 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and N. E.Spit Buoys, E.T.D.1815, E.T.R. 0750/9.
M.L. 143 and 138 near "C" one Buoy.

(V. A. Dover 1748A/8)
Proceed to position j oO . Cherbourg 6 miles to intercept 

E-Boats returning from Start Point. If nothing sighted be 
within 20 miles Portland Bill by dawn. 2 friendly M.T.Bs 
patrolling west of Guernsey.

> (F.0.I.C.Portland 2215A/8 to M.G.B.52). / My....
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Operations — J J;.
My 2215A/8. Request ‘bombing restrictions and 
air protection "be arranged.
(F.O.I.C.Portland 2300/8 to G. in C.Portsmouth).

Whatever may "be the final outcome of this 
operation, Their Lordships consider that the 
manner in which the vital preliminary stages, 
the assembly servicing and sailing of these 

initial convoys, was carried out reflects credit upon all 
concerned.
2. It is appreciated that this task, one of the largest of the 
kind we have as yet been called upon to undertake, was 
carried through successfully in the face of many difficulties 
including shortage of staff and water transport.
3. It is requested that you will convey this expression of 
Their Lordships' appreciation to as many of the personnel 
concerned as you may consider practicable subject to the 
needs of security of the follow-up convoys.
(1st Lord 1539A/8 to G. in C.W.A.).

War Diary.

Patrols.
Gontd.

Operation 
"Torch."

Destroyer
for
Air-Sea
Rescue.

Detail one destroyer to raise steam. To stand 
by for air-sea rescue work.
(C. in C.Rosyth 1831A/8 to OAKLEY).

Allied Air Activity.
UREDD, Request Fighter Protection for:-
JU1J0N, One Norwegian and one French S/M escorted by

Trawler from l600/9th until dark 10th.
Sailing Dundee l600/9th changing escort at 3i+ 
Buoy. E.T.A.Lerwick 0200/11.
(C. in G. Rosyth 1328A/8 to H.Q.13 and 31+ 
Groups).

Bomber On night 7th/8th Nov, 105 A/C bombed Genoa
Command and 26 A/C laid mines.
Operations. (H.Q.B.C. 1610A/8).

Mining.
Thames One ground mine detonated by Sweeper at 101+8/7
Estuary. in 025° N.W. Shingles Beacon I+.85 miles.

Details.
(Capt. M/S Sheerness 0930/8).

Lyme Bay 
Sweep.

Intend sailing FINESSE, DORINDA, and WILLIAM 
MANUEL for Dartmouth at 0700 tomorrow. Sweeping 
route P. to Dart Buoy. Codeword "Ounce VI." 
(F.O.I.C.Portland 1157A/8).

/Intend....
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Lyme Bay
sweep.
Oontd.

Mining - Gontd.
Intend to sail BEN URIE and LOGH PARK? at 0730/9 
sweeping route P. to Portland. Godev/ord "Ounce 
V."
(N.O.I.C.Dartmouth 1711/8). *> - * -

A.P. D.18. My 111+7/8. G. in G. Portsmouth is requested
to sail BILSDEAN and BRECON CASTLE to Portland 
a.m./9th Nov. to fuel and provision*

2.P.O.I.0.Portland is requested to sail these trawlers as 
necessary to sweep ahead of A.P. D.XVIII.
(C. in G.Plymouth 121+7/8).

Humber, Mine detonated 1215/8 in 06l°, 6.6 miles
Spurn light. Details.
(F.O.Humber 12+31A/8 and 181+1+/8).

Bordeaux 
on 6th 
November.

Enemy Intelligence.
Further examination of sortie S/632 of 6/11/1+2. 

shows that identities of two newly arrived M/Vs 
at Customs House Quays Bordeaux are as follows 
M/V 300'is of Tannenfels type and M/V 1+1+5' is 
of Dresden type.
(R.A.F.Medmenham 061+5A/8).

KOTA NOPAN,
ANALIESE
ESSBERGER,
KULMERLAND,
DRESDEN,
TANNENFELS,
BELGRANO.

A.M. 1729A/23rd October. Blockade breakers KOTA 
NOPAN and ANALIESE ESSBERGER outward bound from 
Biscay were located and unsuccessfully attacked 
by A/C on 6th and 7th Nov. Last reported 
positions KOTA NOPAN 1750/7th Nov 1+6.51 N.11.21+. 
W. ANALIESE ESSBERGER 1710 /7th Nov. 1+5.̂ +0 N.
10.50 W. _2. Inward-bound blockade breaker KULMERLAND^ 
located in Biscay 6th Nov. and probably arrived

5^Photographic R/O of Bordeaux 6th November showed DRESDEN 
and TANNENFELS present, recent arrivals from Far East.
1+. Photographs of KULMERLAND, KOTA NOPAN, ANALIESE ESSBERGER, 
and BELGRANO show that topmasts are painted white or light
colour.
(D.D.I.O. 1933A/8).

Following is a repetition of my 211+l+/8th. 
Begins. My 2122 and 2125. Suspected E-Boat. 
Ends.
(Gin C.Plymouth 2157A/8 to Escorts, W.P.21+5, 
M.T.Bs. 235 and 256).

E-Boat.
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War Diary
8.11.19U2
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS

Wick
Navigational.
Wick harbour openediicix u u . x
(R.N.O. Wick 0759/8)

Casualties & Defects.
Unknown
Ship.

DE D30T. S 0 S W °  N. 01° E. Fuel running, short.
(Valentia Radio OOU3/8).
(c. in C.Plymouth 0228/8 to Admty).

HURRICANE. Arrived HURRICANE with defects
(Cdre.Londonderry 07U0A/8).

H. 28. 1.Intend sailing damaged H.28 escorted by 
SARDONYX from Lough Foyle to Clyde leaving 
1600A/8, E.T.A. 0900A/9.

2. H.M.S.SARDONYX has been instructed to keep you informed 
of progress on passage as necessary and to adjust E.T. A. 
Clyde accordingly.
i+. Request N.0.1.C.Belfast arrange fighter protection during 
daylight.
(F.O.I.C.Londonderry 1021A/8).

ATHERSTONE. Request ATHERSTONE to leave C.W.lj>2 at F.
Buoy and proceed up harbour for replacement of 
damaged mark (b) bow chaser pom-pom gun prior
____ L  n  1 7A T -(* / W . V N  A r-s A  /-\v\ r«V\ T 1T\ * Qto sailing as escort for C.E.130. If gun is ready on ship’s 

arrival, estimate work can be completed in 2 nights.
(Capt.D.16. 1115A/8 to Capt.D.l).

by*CELANDINE and ARVIDA for Greenock with 
maximum number of survivors from S. C.107 who 
can be accommodated.
(A.C.I.C. 1 U 7 A / 8  to Admty) • fr.vyif.

My 2050/7. c Tm .bV  10i+ will be unable to sail 
owing to steering-gear defects.
(HORNET 1152/8 to C. in C.Portsmouth).

Admiralty’s 1657A/7. Request you sail M.G.B. 
to Southampton for taking in hand by Messrs. 
Thornycroft Northam.
(R.A.C.F. 1205A/8 to F.O. I. C. Portland).

After fuelling intend sailing STOCKPORT escorted

BRITTANY,
TAMAHINE.
Survivors

Clyde arrival KELANTAN with survivors SS 
BRITTANY, and TAMAHINE.(N.0.I.C.Greenock.1207A/8).

/NICOLINE...
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

8.11.192+2.
Sunday.

Casualties & Defects - Contd.

NICOLINE, Your 1832+A/5. NICOLINE and PAXIDANE ready
PAXIDANE. to sail. There is a crack in cylinder-head

of latter vessel, hut this does not affect 
operation of engine. There appears no reason 
why engines should not now run satisfactorily. 
(A.C.O.S. 1227/8 to Admty).

SCOTT, Sheerness departure SCOTT to Southend, proceeding
to Harland and Wolff North Woolwich, a.m. 
tomorrow.
(Cdre.Sheerness 12+13A/8)

RIPLEY. Request you sail RIPLEY to comply with Admiralty’
1537/8. n- v/.>>,
(C. in C.W.A. 2020A/8 to Cdre.Londonderry).

Intend to sail RIPLEY p.m. tomorrow to comply with 
Admiralty 1537A/8. E.T. A.Bar L.V. 1000A/10. ( L,«*r/>+~o K)

(Cdre.Londonderry I9I8A / 8) .
n c m m n t  vnu, will sail RIPLEY to com-olv v/ith Admirnlforfa-

t-537/8.
(01 in QiW,A, 2020A/n tu Cdx'w,LuiiQoin3:Etggy.).

OMEGA. Following from Port Rush Radio 077° class 2
was hearing of BQST (unidentified) distress. 
(Port Patrick Radio 1705 G.M.T/8 and 1802+/8). 

Request you sail Rescue Tug SCHELDE 
forthwith to assist. OMEGA disabled in 55° 22* N. 05° n02* W. 

(f .O.I.C.Greenock 182+5A/8 to N.O.I.C.Campbeltown).
■ Sailed SCHELDE in accordance with your 182+5A/8.

(N.O.I.G . Campbeltown 192+5A/8 to F.O.I.C . Greenock).

RAMSEY. Request you will sail RAMSEY to comply with
Admiralty's 1538/8. *t-T. W\ t>.
(C. in C.W.A. 2025A/8 to F.0.I.C.Liverpool).

Shipping & Convoys.

H.X.215. My 1612+/7. Cancel route. Proceed Argentia
by great circle. Every effort is to be 
made to avoid weather damage consistent with 

arrival in time to refuel and return with H.X.215 sailing 
November 16th.
(C. in C.W.A. 0123Z/8 to WALLFLOWER, MONKSHOOD).

In view of HURRICANE 2322/7th. request you sail WATCHMAN 
in company with DAHLIA and ANCHUSA in accordance with my
1006/ 3 . .

(C. in C.W.A. 07U3Z/8 to Cdre.Londonderry).

S.L.125. Sailed KCRKELLA for S.L. 125.
(Cdre.Londonderry 09J>7A/8 to F.O.I.C.Liverpool)

/Operation...•



MOST SECRET

281
8.11.1942.Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS.

S h inn in g  & Convoys -  C ontd.
T raw lers  may he used  in  a d d i t io n  HARRIER and GLEANER f o r  e s c o r t in g  incom ing sh ip s  to  Southw ard o f p o s i t io n  G. A rrange d e t a i l s  w ith  S tepanov .(S .B .N .O . N orth  R u ss ia  0950A/8 to  S .B .N .O . A rc h a n g e l) .JOHN Y/ALKER a r r iv e d  Dvina B ar. RICHARD H. ALVEY grounded on "bar. Hope to  r e f l o a t  s h o r t ly .(S .B .N .O .A rchangel 1057A/8 to  Admty).1 A/C h e a r in g  182°, 10 m ile s .  My p o s i t io n  70 .43  N. 43.2QE.(CAPE ARGONA 1 2 4 0 0 /8 ).As two more m erchant s h ip s  a re  ex p e c ted  to  p a ss  th ro u g h  y o u r a re a  rem ain on p a t r o l  to  P .L .E . a c t in g  in  accordance w ith  my lllj.8 /3  when you e v e n tu a l ly  w ithdraw .(f .O .S . 1419A/8 to  0 .1 5 ) .S .B .N .O . N o rth  R u ss ia  0950A/8. R equest you w i l l  o p e ra te  t r a w le r s  on t h i s  d u ty  in  c o n ju n c tio n  w ith  A dm iral Ahramhov.(S .B .N .O . A rchangel 1431A/8 to  M/S 6 ) .P o s i t io n s  o f  S/Ms a t  0800A/9 and movements f o r  fo llo w in g  2i+ h o u rs . 0 .1 5  v i c i n i t y  75° N. 08° E. TUNA v i c i n i t y  70° 3 2 ’ N. 20° 0 1 ’ E. P .312 and P .216 in  zone K .6.(P .O .S . 1707A /8).F o llo w in g  from NORTHERN PRIDE b e g in s .  T horoughly se a rc h e d . Abandoned, R e tu rn in g  R ey k jav ik . T .0 .0 .  1730N/8. Ends. (A .C .I .C . 2055A/8 to  Admty).

V/ar D ia ry .

O p era tion  ”P B ."

0 .N .S .1 4 2 . R e ta in  fo u r  t r a w le r s  and KHYBER to  P .L .E . and th en  d e ta c h  to  H orta  as a group to  conform  w ith  my 1 5 4 8 /2 9 th  O cto b er. E s tim a te  t h a t  U .S. Submarine GURNARD w i l l  be in  p o s i t io n  042 .47  N. 039 .28  W. a t  0800A /9th s te e r in g  f o r  046.50 N. 053.30 W. speed  12-g- k n o ts .  In form  Commodore to  keen c l e a r .(C. in  C.W.A. 0956Z/8 to  FIREDRAKE).

K.M. F .3 .  A d m ira lty  2038/6 and your 1114 /7 . In te n ds a i l i n g  ORONTES, RANGITIKI, and one v e s s e l  from  B arry  Roads a t  2300/11 . E .T . A.
Clyde 0 4 00 /1 5 . , , .(N .O .I .C .C a rd if f .  1048A/8 to  F .O .I .C .G re e n o c k ) .A.M. 2041 /6 . Convoy w i l l  s a i l  on 14 th  November.Amend p a r a s .1 and 5 f o r  l p t h  re a d  1 4 th  November.2 . I f  L iv e rp o o l s e c t io n s  a re  read y  in  tim e th e y  sh o u ld  be s a i l e d  to  Clyde to  a t t e n d  co n fe ren ce  o th e rw ise  in  accordance
w ith  p a r a .6 ( b ) .  _5 .R o u te .R /V  in  p o s i t io n .  (C) 270 O versay 6 m ile s ,  th en ce  (D) 55° 2 0 ’ N. 1 1 ° .2 8 ’ W. (E) 52° 0 0 ’ N. 17 5 0 ’ V/. (F) 42 02N 17° 29 ’ W. (G) 55° 3 5 ’ N. 10° 0 1 ’ W. th en ce  as  o rd e re d  by
N C4 ! s t r a g g le r s - r o u te  as co nv oy-ro u te  b u t l e t t e r e d  0 . to  S, w ith  i n s t r u c t io n s  t h a t ,  i f  s t r a g g l in g ,  sh ip s  a re  to  open ou t and 
keep 50 m ile s  to  s ta rb o a rd  o f ro u te  g iv e n .(D.O.D^H.) 1950A/8).

/K .M .S .p
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HOMS COMI.ANDS.

S h in n in g  & Convoys -  C ontd .

S a i l i n g  CARDIUM e s c o r te d  hy  VIRGINIA in  
a cc o rd a n c e  w ith  A.M. 18p5A/6 and 1847A/6 
(N .C .S .O . Loch Ewe 1 1 0 2 V 8) .

Your 1 ^ 0 1 /8 . D e tach  CARDIUM f o r th w i th  
t o  p ro c e e d  to  R/V in d e p e n d e n t ly .  P ro c e e d  a s  n e c e s s a r y  to  e f f e c t  
r e o a i r s  r e n o r t i n g  y o u r i n t e n t i o n s .

(C. in  C.W.A. 1705A/8 t o  VIRGINIA).
My 2244A /6. S a i l i n g  Codeword '’R e d b re a s t" .  Convoy a s _ in  

A d m ira lty  1531A /30th  O c to b e r a s  amended b y  A d m ira lty  1535A /51st 
O c to b e r , e x c e n t f o r  EASTERNSUMMER re a d  EMPIRE SUMMER, f o r  
EMPIRE FIELD re a d  PRINS HARALD, and f o r  EMPIRE GRENFELL re a d  
KONGSVERRE. Cdre;. i s  C d re .N ic h o lso n  R .N .R . in  CITY OF 

VENICE,LUNENBURG d e la y e d  by  d e f e c t .  W il l  b e  s a i l i n g  to  
o v e r ta k e .

(N .O .I .C .G re e n o c k  1 8 3 8 /8 ) .
F o llo w in g  S h ip s  s a i l e d .  D e t a i l s .
(D .S .T .O . G reen o ck , 2 0 2 0 /8 .)  See L ion Copy. 3^

War D ia ry .

K .M .S .3 .

*

CALMJALDUR, I n te n d  s a i l  steamship**CALMJALDUR KRANJE 
KRANJE. 1700 /10  f o r  F a ro e  I s l a n d s  w ith  t ro o p s  r o u te d

by  my 1 2 1 8 /9  O c to b e r . Speed 10 k n o ts .  E .T .A . 
0 7 0 0 /1 2 . R eq u es t e s c o r t  and  f i g h t e r  p r o t e c t i o n .  
(F .O .I .C .A b e rd e e n  1 1 3 0 / 8 ) ^

O .N .li+5. R eq u es t you w i l l  s a i l  BURZA on 1 0 th  November
BURZA. to  o v e r ta k e  and  a c t  as a d d i t i o n a l  e s c o r t  t o

0 .N .1 4 5  e s c o r t e d  by  C .T .U .2 4 . I . 3 .S .O . in  U .S .S . 
(•LoRCtE • CAMPBELL.

C. T .F .2 4  i s  r e q u e s te d  to  s a i l  BURZA su b s e q u e n tly  
w ith  any c o n v e n ie n t  e a s tb o u n d  convoy.
(C . in  C.W.A. 1339Z /8  to  N .O .I .C .G re e n o c k ) .

K .X .6. S a i le d  1320A /8. E .T . A .1 9 th  November. S h ip s
and e s c o r t s .  D e t a i l s  (N .C .S .O .M ilfo rd  Haven 
1532A /8 ). See L ion  Copy.

S h ip s  f o r
S ou th
A t l a n t i c .
B u n k e rin g
c a l c u l a t i o n s .

My 1 3 2 8 /2 9 . In  d i s c u s s in g  b u n k e r  r e q u ire m e n ts  
w ith  M a s te rs  o f  s h ip s  f o r  West A f r ic a n  and S ou th  
A t l a n t i c  p o r t s  th e  l e n g th  o f  voyage sh o u ld  be 
c a l c u l a t e d  th ro u g h  a p o in t  o f  d is p e r s a l^ f r o m  O.N. 
convoys in  ap p ro x im a te  p o s i t i o n  45° N. 35° W.
To a llo w  f o r  s h ip s  b e in g  r e t a in e d  in  convoy 
beyond  no rm al d i s p e r s a l  p o s i t i o n ,  and  f o r  

z ig z a g g in g  and  any d iv e r s io n  on r o u t e ,  th e  voyage to  Capetown 
s h o u ld  be  a s s e s s e d  a t  10,000 m ile s  and  to o th e r  p o r t s  in  
p r o p o r t io n .  U su a l s a f e t y  m arg in  f o r  a d v e rse  w e a th e r  sh o u ld  b e  
added  an d , where th e  r e s u l t i n g  m arg in  o f  en d u ran ce  i s  s m a ll ,  
an in te r m e d ia te  b u n k e r in g  p o r t  sh o u ld  be  g iv e n .
2 . In  b o r d e r - l i n e  c a s e s  s h ip s  f o r  th e  Cape and  R iv e r  P la te  sho - 
be g iv e n  a r o u te  r i g h t  th ro u g h  w ith  a s u i t a b l e  p o s i t i o n  a t  
w hich  to  le a v e  f o r  th e  b u n k e r in g  p o r t .  M a s te rs  sh o u ld  be  t o l d  
t h a t  th e y  may om it th e  b u n k e r in g  p o r t  p ro v id e d  th e y  s t i l l  
have a m arg in  o f  1000 m ile s  e n d u ran ce  f o r  th e  Cape and 500 m ile

/ f o r
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE
From: N.C.S.O. Milford Haven

L532A/8th November. IN.
Date:Reed: 8 Nov.42.2242.

Naval. Cypher A one bv T/P
AamiraiLy, o. in o. wesbern Ai-r*̂—  H.o.C.C. H.Q.F.C. C*. in C. Plymouth, C. Home Fleet, F.O.C.N.A.

Addressed: Admiraltŷ  C.̂ in C. Western Approaches,
C. in

(1) IC.X.6. i-
(2) 1230A 8th.
C3)'_ 32, GIRONDE (61)' escorted by M/S''GREGORYn,Bnn* T'"x~“ 3 -----  3̂CtSH.M.sailed at I500A 8th.7 'Detained̂ throughdefects H.M* Trawler QUERCIA C83) sailed 1800/, 8th 0n  r~- rr»» 4 __ J    .   ? • 1  . “ — — -Rescue Tug joining in vicinity The Smalls,
(4) 24 kites.
(5) MAPLEWOOD (51) Gibraltar. BARON RUTHVEN (31)vice (5A) noon R/T’s 9th (corrupt group) 24! North 008° 41} West 10th 050° 40* North uI2wi4» west. Convoy KoX.6 to Gibraltar. Outcon 516. Call signGC. E.T.A. 19th November 1942.

Ship
SWITZERLAND

PENSHURST ZENA.
COAST

Escort (Polish) -

A one square 
UTS, K, D/F* M/F,- '** _42 *
m u ,  m ol*UTS, K 53 UTS K,H/F 23

Declared sneed
7£
i2

SELVIK (Nor) CARA TINTERN ABBEY SERULA MAMMY (Nor)' ODYSSEUS (But) OUSELFACTO (Nor.) MAN (Dut. 5 * NARVA PORTSEA SHUNABTS,AUDUN Mr.) GIRONDE ESNEHI MAPLEWOOD BARON FORBES BARON RUTHVENmm i®aur
ft?. iTAgE

24

K 32 Kl 54I/fS, K 73 „Drsj K, D/F 64 - 3374 81
K M '-4 4  jj*)
rtii.W sj

8

R/T 41
- M/F R/T 71 LTS, K D/F 31 14 '4565

9i

Cable H.M.S. 63
AQUILLA/•••••



%

-  2 -

AQUILLA. Gable 43
H.M.S.

H.M.S. TRITON 12H.M.Trawler
TRANSVAAL H.ILT. 13QUERCIA H.M. T. 83YTHAN BRAES H.M.T. 84
LAPAGElit H.M.T.

A,

5582

1532A/8

Advance cony D»T..T>, T*.O.D«(H)
B.C,

1st Lord.1st S.L.(2)D.F.S.L.V.C.N.S.A.G.N.S.(H)A.C.N.S.CF) (2) A.C.N.S.(T)N.A.lst S.L.Capt. Pim D.O.D.(H'D.O.D. (F D.G.(2)U.S.N.D.A/S.W.
Hdo o f M.D.D.I.C.(2)I.P.(2 )
'tUTFTD.T.D. (M)Do of P.(2 )
IL of P. (Q)AcU Ramsey (2)
Ado Blake.D.II.S.O.R. T
Mi l'cross (M. Books) H.V/.R.D.S.D.N.I.D.10

M/S/DB
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BOMB COMMANDS.

8.11.191+2.
Sunday.

Shinning & Convoys - Contd.
for the River Plate over and above requirements fo 
the original route ordered. If the hunkering 
port is omitted Master must report his intentions 
by W/T giving his position as laid down in 
C.A.M.S.I. 52.
(D.T.D. 1908A/8).

My 15lL|/7th. If convoy is attacked you will be 
ordered to remain as long as possible, proceeding 
to St.John's Newfoundland or Argentia for fuel. 
Every effort should be made to reduce fuel 
consumption.
(C. in C.W.A. 2318Z/8 to ST ALBANS).
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FROM: B.S.T.O. Greenock

NAVAL CYPHER A.l by T/P

MESSAGE 2020/(3 November I'
DATE: 9,Nov. 42. 

. KECD: 0032

ADDRESSED: D. of S.T. Repeated F.S.T.O. ScottishPorts.
K.M.S.3. Following sailed

2284127025

(BAUTONLi), G4 G2 K57 H47
(RAJPUT) H49 E14 H58 013
(BEGUM), H43 H42 E12 H45
(SORT BOURBON H51 K52, H55 1153
(TA'/ALI) H54 H46 Ell J6
(BRITISH CHIVALRY)H57 H41 H44 K50
(CARLTON) G3 H56 J3 K53
PICKNEY E13 K54 H50 K53
LUTHER JU K52 H48 J5

2020/8

K55.K56J9014K59
J10K51J4

(Advance copy sent Duty Captain, D.O.'A (H),D.T.D. j
1st Lord 1st S.»Lo (2)
D.F.Sa J.V.O.N.S.A.0,1'L8. (H) A.C.N.S.CF) (2) A.C.N.S.(T A.C.N.S.(W)N.A. 1st S.L.D. of P.(2)D.O.D.CH 2 D.0.P.(F] {2)Duty Captain (2) D.N.I.fl)P.D.I.C.(2)D A/S W Hd. of M.D.T.D.(3)D.T.D.CM)D.T.D.(C)D. of S.T.(2)IoP.(2)
DTsnyojr,Ad. Blafcd (2)Ad. Ramsey (2)D<» of L.D,Mr. Cross* (M.Books)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

8.11.1942. 
Sunday.__

Operation "Torch".
, 87.-R/C Visual Bizerta 1655A/7, 7 destroyers.

Bizerta. (V.A. Malta 0001A/8 to N.O.X.F. (R) N.C.C.T.F.
N.C.E.N.T.F. S.O. Force H. F.O.C.N.A. C. in C. 
Med 58. Admty.)

TEJO My 2008A/7. TEJO sailed (?from) Ponta Delgada. 
(N.C.X.F. 0051Z/8 to S.O. Force Q.)

Emergency. N.C.ll. para two. Aircraft left. 
E.T.A. Tafaroui 0540Z.
(Admty. 0105A/8 to ALYNBANK. ANTELOPE. N.C.C.T.F. 
(R) N.C.X.F.91.)

— ^DUNKERQUE 61. My 2001A/7. Photographs show French Battle
Cruiser DUNKERQUE in dock with starboard side 
plating removed abreast main turret.
(N.C.X.F. 0106Z/8 to S.O. Force H. N.C.E.N.T.F. 
N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) Admty.)

Air H.Q. Following for Commanding General Central Task
Algiers. Force from C. in C. Clark with small group will

leave Gibraltar by air tomorrow or as soon there
after as practicable for Algiers where he will 

establish advance A.F. (H? Groups missing ) and commanding 
General British First Army, each with small group of Staff 
Officers. Party will travel in 3 Baker 17 and 3 Hudson with 
fighter escort. Essential that as soon as suitable air field in 
your area is under your control you specify its location and 
time when landing can be effected.
(N.C.X.F. 0123Z/8 to N.C-C.N.T.F.)

R/C Form White Emergency. G 932 Nov.8. P.R.U. sortie
Genoa C/561 1400/7 shows
Toulon. Genoa - At least three large fires still burning

36/ at time of photography. Since 2 Nov. only change 
•r ” in naval units is movements of Naviagtori class

destroyer to dry dock. Total now present comprises two D/Rs two 
U-Boats converted liner ROMA and hull of Regolo Class Cruiser. 
Since 2 Nov. total merchant tonnage little changed but five M/Vs 
250/400 ft. departed and six M/Vs 280/400 arrived. Tanker 520 ft. 
still present.
Genoa/Port A/D no A/C visible.
Toulon - No notable change in shipping since 8 July. Battle
cruiser STRASBOURG remains in usual berth and since that date 

— ^battlecruiser DUNKERQUE,battleship PROVENCE, and one eight inch
cruiser entered dry docks off Darse Vieille. Since 8 July two six 
inch cruisers left port but are probably the ones seen moored in 
Hyeres Bay. Total number of Contre Torpilleurs and destroyers 
approx, unchanged. Naval units now present comprise Battle- 

1-'->cruisers STRASBOURG, and DUNKERQUE, battleship PROVENCE,ex-Battle- 
ship CONDORCET. Aviation transport COMMANDANT TESTE. Four 8 inch 
cruisers of which two carrying A/C. One 6 inch cruiser.
Seventeen Contre Torpilleurs. Twelve destroyers. Five T/Bs and 
escort vessels. Ten S/Ms. The minelayer GLADIATEUR.
Only change of note in merchant shipping is arrival of one tanker 
500 ft. Ex-Battleship L*OCEAN remains as guardship at Mandrier. 
Hyeres Bay two Galissonniere Class 
and surrounded by torpedo booms. (
Air Min. B. C. F. (Int) Army Co-op



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

285
8.11.1942.
Sunday.

Operation "Torch" - Contd.
Send youfWalrus to relieve ““JAMAICA for (corrupt 
group)* 6 "Torch"/NO 8 at 0830Z.
(C.C.N.T.F. 0138Z/8 to RODNEY.)
* - * This might read "T for TROOPER?

Start homing signal now and continue until 0600Z. 
Report to me and FURIOUS when aircraft now 
expected at 0540Z. You may (?arrive) X beach if 
you like.
(S.O. C.N.T.F. 0140Z/8 to ALYNBANK. (R) ANTELOPE. 
FURIOUS.)

(Landing party arriving?) 0540Z. Report when 
detected.
(C.C.N.T.F. 0141Z/8 to DELHI.)

THOMAS Have had THOMAS STONE in tow for 3 hours but
STONE little progress made owing to steering difficulties
t.. t. <, amend R/V for H.M.S. ST. DAY to read 037° 26' N

• 000° 02' E at 0530Z/8. Have not disembarked any
Viol? further troops.

(WISHART 0151Z/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.E.T.F. S.O. 
Force H. R.A.A. H.M.S. ST. DAY.)

C.G. (corrupt group) sent 1st and 2nd waves landed 
successfully 3rd (group missing) (?wave) landing 
(group missing) a * point of F E Y.
(S.N.O.L. Sec.C. 020-/8 to E.N.T.F.)
* Could be ’ F'.

P.R.U. A 236 8/11. P.R.U. Gib. 21/8 Nov. Sortie G 227
Oran. 7 Nov. 1430 hrs. shows Oran naval shipping shows

increase since 6 Nov. on one Alcyon or Simoun Dr. 
and 1 S/M 260 approx. Total naval shipping now 

present comprises 1 CT probably CyStSSASiJ type, 3 AlfiyOH or SlftJOtfcrv 
Dr. 1 ELAtf escort vessel. Two S/Ms 260 approx. 6 S/Ms 200/240 
a few small auxiliaries. Both inner and outer entrance booms 
are closed. Merchant. Only changes are arrival one cargo liner 
400 approx. 1 M/V 300 approx.
(P.R.U. Gib. 0200/8 to Admty. AAA. H.Q.C.C. Benson pass Medraenham)

Report AURORA for Oran patrol.
(C.C.N.T.F. 0236Z/8 to FARNDALE, DUBBO (R) AURORA 
JAMAICA S.N.O.L. Sector Z.)^/Vof

Algiers Landings successful at all beaches except no news
Area. from Beer Red. Sidi Ferruch captured.

(D.12. 0240/8 to R.A.A.)

P.R.U. A.237 8/11. P.R.U. Gib. W2/8 Nov. Sortie G 226
Algiers. 7 Nov. 1525 hrs. shows Algiers. Naval shipping

remains as on 2 Nov and 6 Nov. Merchant only 
change is arrival of two M/Vs 250/300. Booms 
across borth Northern and Southern entrances are

/closed...
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Operation "Torch" />,.
closed. Alger/Maison Blanche A/D one Farman 222 
two very large two probably SM81 one large twin 
engined ten medium 16 small A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Gib. 0245Z/8 to Admty. AAA. H.Q.C.C. 
Benson pass Medmenham.)

Closed beach as convenient acknowledge by B will 
not be carried out.
S.N.L.O. Sec. 0. 0246/8 to “Torch".)

78271 cipher (M.O.ll) dated 8 Nov.
United States troops landed early this morning in 
French North Africa.
2. This action has been explained in broadcast in 

French by President Roosevelt and in supporting statement by H.M. 
Gov.
3. Large British contingent is taking part in land operations 
under command U.S. C. in C. Supporting naval and air forces are 
preponderantly British. First British statement mentions British 
naval and air support, but nothing has yet been said about 
landing of British troops, since it is thought French are less 
likely offer resistance if landing is represented to them at 
outset as American. But it is neither possible nor desirable to 
conceal facts once operation under way, and statement will be 
issued here at early stage announcing British participation.
No repeat no mention should be made British participation on land 
until this statement received.
4. It was not possible tell General de Gaulle of operation in 
advance. You will be informed his reactions as soon as possible. 
(War Office 0250A/8 to G.O.G. in C. East Africa.)

War Diary.

P.R.U.
Algiers.
Contd.

Situation
Report.

Operation
"Perpetual"

Morocco
P.R.U.

PANTHER
£  2 , 7 /

Oran X 
Area.

Your 1342A/7 operation "Perpetual" may be carried 
out D + One. Ships may pass through Algiers 
Sanctuary, p.m. D day.
(N.C.E.T.F. 0258Z/8 to S.8. P.221. P.45. P.48.) 
N.C.E.T.F. 0258 this refers to assault on Bougie 
and Jijelli.
(Gapt. S.8. 0514/8 to*P. 221.^P.45>P.48 (R) 
N.G.E.T.F.) v- ^  i*  v x  y ^

238 8 Nov. Secret P.R.U. GIH W3/8 Nov. 
Supplementary to Gib. W2/7 Nov. Sortie G 224 7 Nov 
shows also Port Lyautey/Kenitra A/D. One medium 
and three probably four small B/C visible.
(P.R.U. Gib. 0300Z/8 to Adraty. AAA. H.Q.C.C.
Benson pass Medmenham FFF. (R) Bathurst.)

You may meet PANTHER damaged returning to 
Gibraltar at 7 knots passing 10 miles south of 
Cape de Gata about 0600 9th.
(Capt. S.6. 0310Z/8 tO*P. 228.*P. 54^URSULA. )

}•* ■ 5 , (j U

Vertical searchlights are signs of Peace. Confirm 
that lights seen ashore are vertical searchlights. 
(C.C.N.T.F. 0312Z/8 to AURORA. CLYDEBANK.)

/(1) Carry...
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Operation "Torch".,
(1} Carry out tasks one 3 4 and 7.
(2) (Corrupt group) night defence of task 2 as 
for task one but over Tafaro left wing. Albacores 
wait at call 268°.
(3) Fighters not to shoot up aircraft on 132° 

unless taking off.
(4) Aircraft on first patrol task 3 be ready to escort dividing 
southern entrance E.T.A. 0528Z approaching from seaward over X 
beach.

Oran X
Area.
Contd.

(5) ’’Torch" NC para 12 V watch aerodrome ground signs return to 
patrol V are (corrupt group) closed square or square with one 
side open.

(C.C.N.T.F. 0336Z/8 to*FURIOUS. (R) DASHER. BITER.)
Considerable opposition in Oran harbour, our inshore patrols 

engaged by shore batteries. -ft<,. h _ ..
---- ^AURORA 0352/8 to C.N.T.F. ) /J ?

2nd. (corrupt group). A Sector no resistance 
OZDN 2 Forts captured C Sector troops inland. 
(C.E.N.T.F. 0409Z/8 to C.C.N.T.F. (R) F.O.H. 
C.S.10.)

Algiers. Most immediate. MALCOLM damaged 2 boilers (?out of
action). Searchlight on Brisela, Tangier, is very 
troublesome. Have made 3 attempts but failed to 

find inner channel entrance. Am making another attempt needless 
(?unless) BROKE makes entry. Would be easier if searchlight 
could be put out of action.
(RODNEY 0435/8 to C.E.N.T.F. (R) BROKE, MALCOLM.)

Investigate ships burning navigation lights 
steering east.
(C.C.N.T.F. 0444/8 to RHYL.)

1 unknown vessel bearing 340° distance 3 miles 
course 000° (speed 25 knots?) My position 
35° 50’ N 0° 15’ W.
>( AURORA 0455/8 to Gib. W/T. )

Situation report. Nothing new except that Cap 
Matifou battery is believed not yet ceased fire. 
Please carry out Tac/R sortie A as previously 
arranged. Position of own light should be reported 
Sortie B will be second sortie.
(C.E.N.T.F. T.O.R. ?0500Z/8 to R.A.A. (R) C.S.10. 
F.O. Force H.)

Following for Cdr. Eastern Assault Force from 
C. in C.
Engine trouble prevented Catalina taking off to 
drop leaflets on Algiers. No substitute A/C 
available. To E.A.F., A.B.F.O.R. informed. 
(N.C.X.F. 0529Z/8 to N.C. E.N.T.F. )

/235..
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7ou.Zox. 235 8/H s e g d e P.H.U. Gibraltar W3/7 Nov. Part 2.Remainder naval shipping comprises ex B.S.

/ . 1 iif. L*OCEAN,18 Contre Torpilleurs including Etur?
Cfi3Basfl,one in dry dock,eight GUfifJAR®,three Tlfistf, 
one FAtttASQUff, and one MogaflOR class in Floating 
Dock, three ? SIOUX orl'AlOyOW Drs., six,probably 

seven LB HABBT Drs., one Dr. 370, one BoUgAlSVlLLS sloop, net layer 
LE GLADIATEUR, three ElAlt EVC, including one leaving harbour, one 
ARRds EV,two, probably three POMORff TBS,one possible TB 200, 
transport SU0,one vessel 260, 270,one vessel 200/250 yacht type 
auxiliary, 210 two naval units 190,two naval hulls 370, and one 180, 
fifteen S/Ms, comprising six RfiBAuBTABlfi’ and YS38 200/200 895 with 
three RfiBOUBTAfiLff and one 200/220 are in dry dock. Merchant 
shipping fourteen N̂ /Vs over 200 including three tankers 500/550 
one 450/50 and one 400 approx. St. Mandrier SPB. No A/C visible. 
(P.R.U. Gib. 0530Z/8 to Admty. H.Q.C.C. Benson pass Medmenham.) 
(w.D. Note: N.T. of Part One.)

One unknown bearing 055 distance 6 miles course 
015 - 22 - position 35.56 N 00.57 W.

I ~y (AURORA 0530/8 to Gib. W/T. )

1 enemy destroyer bearing 080° distance 4 miles 
course 00° speed 15 knots. My position 35° 53’ 
N 0° 25* W.

-4 (AURORA 0544/8 to Gib. W/T (R) "Torch".)

Algiers Send immediately report of condition of bridge
Area. 0075/9 and situation at aerodrome.

(N.C.X.F. 0550Z/8 to F.O. C.N. 0. E. T. F. )

O.C.B. region am has been landed here ? and is 
being (2 corrupt groups) personnel return to 
Patrol B sector.
(KEREN 0557Z/8 to S.N.O.L. Sector A. )

French Onet'ALCVOfV destroyer sunk.
destroyer ‘̂ (AURORA 0559Z/8 to G. in C. X. F. ) h-i.fi 
sunk. (

Plan A initiated on schedule N.C.X.F. pass to 
C. in C. Atlantic Fleet Cominch and C. in C. U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet.
(F.O. W.N.T.F. 0605Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

Aircraft passed over at 0605Z.
(ALYNBANK 0607Z/8 to S.O. C.N.T.F. (R) FURIOUS.)

East Channel F (0)? 0 4 (anchor light?) established 
(C.E.N.T.F. 0612Z/8 to WILTON.)

/Oran...
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Operation "Torch*1 - Contd.
Oran. M.L. states no vessel has left Oran. A/S patrol

established with 4 M.Ls 8 miles north of break
water. HARTLAND and WALNEY believed set on fire 
in harbour.

------------ a (BOADICEA 0628Z/8 to N.C.C.N.T.F.)

?Am searching for ANGLAIS.) 
WILTON 0628Z/8 to C.E.N.T.F.)

1 enemy destroyer bearing 330° distance 6 miles 
course 040° my position 35.35 N 00.56 E. 

"^(BRILLIANT 0630Z/8 to Gib. W/T.)

3 IK/V bearing 190 position 35° 58' N 0° 29' W. 
(AURORA 0632/8 to S.O. Spare Force 8.)

Algiers All MT to be landed on White Beach.
Area. (Stand by S.N.L.O. Algiers 0657/8 to NORVARG.)

RYSA and P.221 proceed to Sanctuary now.
(S.O. E.N.T.F. 0712Z/8 to F.O. A/C Carriers. 
"Torch" Naval Force.)

LA
SURPRISE
sunk.

Have sunk French Escort Vessel LA SURPRISE in 
035° 55' N 001° 05' W.

—j(BRILLIANT 0715Z/8 to N.C.X.F. N.C.C.N.T.F. 
S.N.O.L.Y. )

* A
1 unknown bearing 207 distance 12 miles course 
310 my position 36° 21’ N 0° 24' W.
(BITER 0720/8 to S.O. Spare Force No.8.)

p.R.U. P.R.U. Dakar 1700Z/7. One S/M departed since
Dakar a.m. 7th.

(R.A.W.A. 0731Z/8 to Admty. F.O.C.N.A. N.C.X.F. 
W.N.T.F. A.F.H.Q. Gibraltar.)

Algiers
Area.

Western
Force.

Beer Red 2, 3 and 4 landings badly shot up 
7 GLORIOSA, WILTON under fire from Fort Yeilais. 
Cape Matifou battery not yet taken.
(S.O. E.N.T.F. 0732Z/8 to S.O. A/C Carriers 
"Torch" Naval F. (R) S.O. Force H. C.S.10.)

W.N.T.F. is being opposed in all my areas. 
Pass to Cominch, Cinclant, Cincaf.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 0736Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

vBOADICEA One hit in shell room which is flooded, expect to
damaged. get damage under control.

(BOADICEA 0740Z/8 to N.C.C.N.T.F.)

/LA SURPRISE
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Operation "Torch" - Contd.
My 0630 BRILLIANT reports enemy sunk.
(N.C.X.F. "Torch" N.F.? 0745/8 to S.O. C.N.T.F.)

M l •
What is situation with Albacores.

|~KC.N.T.F. 0747Z/8 to FURIOUS.)

Try and maintain one pair of fighters as patrol 
over Z (corrupt group) as Tac/R (Corrupt group.) 
?Aircraft to ?0rbit 31 F on arrival till 
communication established on system C.

-*(C. in C. N.C.X.F. 0805/8 to FURIOUS.)

Am over enemy S/M in position XTJT 1050. Enemy 
submarine previously reported was sighted on 
surface and observed to submerge. When first 
sighted was on course 090° estimated speed 6 knots. 
(A/C WD3Q 0810/8.)

1 merchant vessel bearing 230° 8 miles course 
000°. My position LBXP 3032.

r*(FURIOUS 0812/8 to S.O. C.N.T.F.)

All (definitely?) ashore.
(WITCH 0812Z/8 to S.N.O.L. Sector Z.)

French ships Casablanca sortied and attacked our 
force. Pass to C. in C. U.S. Fleet and C. in C. 
Atlantic Fleet.
(S.O. W.N.T.F. 0815Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

One aeroplane bearing 000° 1 mile course 307°. 
XTCP 3510#
(COREOPSIS 0831Z/8 to Gib. W/T.)

C. in C. A.F. heavy fire from batteries Fedala 
and Casablanca engaged after daylight our forces. 
Playball Brushwood Gibraltar 0617Z. Playball 
reported Goalpost 0720Z (THOMS?) STONE reported 
Battery up 0445Z. Brushwood reported landing 
first wave 0551Z.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 0837Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

Close me at ? ? sector with utmost despatch. • 
(S.O.E.N.T.F. 0841Z/8 to MLCOLM.)

y't*. j. s  7-Your 0335Z/8 not received until 0607. Following 
tasks have been carried out. 1. 2. 3. 4 and 7. 
Hangar at La Senia hit and burning,numerous 
aircraft in air and ground destroyed.

-> (FURIOUS 0845Z/8 to D.S? C.N.T.F.)

/P.C.S...
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P.C.S. of enemy 6 destroyers 1 light cruiser 
020 12 37° N 12° E 5 022.
(? 0848/8 to Halfar D/F.)

Situation report at 0830 11th Brigade have Fuka, 
Kolea and Castiglione advanced troops on Kolea - 
Blida Road. Maison Blanche aerodrome captured 
Matefor battery negotiating truce no further news 
of Beer Landing.
(S.O.E.N.T.F. 0852/8 to S.O. A/C Carriers "Torch" 
Naval Force. (R) S.O. Force H. C.S.10.)

Troop landing Fedala proceeding with little or no 
resistance. Batteries on Chirgui and point Fedala 
silenced. Pass to C. in C. Atlantic Fleet.
C. in C. U.S. Fleet. Cinclant.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 0854Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

Most Immediate. 17 Hurricanes left Gibraltar for 
Algiers 0700 hours G. M. T.
(N.C.X.F. 0915Z/8 to S.O.E.N.T.F. S.O. A/C 
Carriers Home Fleet.)
My 0915Z one Hurricane returned and left Gibraltar 

again with 1 further Hurricane at 1007 G.M.T.
(9th A/S Striking Force 1008Z/8 to E.N.T.F. R.A.A. Home 
Fleet.)
18 Spitfires left Gibraltar for Algiers 0930 hours G.M.T. 
(N.C.X.F. 0932/8 to S.O.E.N.T.F. S.O. A/C H.F.)
Obtain report from your aircraft of situation at aerodromes 

and number of U.S. aircraft landed.
(N.C.X.F. "Torch'* N.F. 0931Z/8 to FURIOUS.) - U-xaL 
17 Spitfires left Gibraltar for Algiers 1030 hours G.M.T.
(C. in C. N.C.T.F. 1035Z/8 to E.N.T.F. R.A.A. H.F.)

P.C.S. of enemy CZXD 0324 005° 15 knots. 
(A/C V9K 0930/8 to Halfar.)

326. (1) All forces arrived safe in position in
time except THOMAS STONE.
(2) Initial landing effected successfully at 
Algiers and Oran with little resistance. Ships 
are close to shore to continue unloading. 

Resistance stiffening at B beach.
(3) BROKE and MALCOLM attacked boom at Algiers. MALCOLM 
damaged with 2 boilers out of action, —  /?•
(4) Resistance reported by ship inshore off Oran harbour.
AURORA sank one Vichy destroyerL'ALflyflrt Class under weigh.
(5) U.S. transport THOMAS STONE torpedoed in 37.34 N 00.01 W at 

i$-50650/7. Ship being towed to Algiers by ST.DAY to disembark
vehicles. 700 troops from THOMAS STONE set forth at dusk in 

r their landing craft for Algiers beach under escort of SPEY.
(6) PANTHER with Force H was near missed by bomb in position
37.46 N 02.52 E at 1830/7. Now returning Gibraltar at 14 knots 
flooded forward. ^ . * . £ 4

Situation
Report
No. 3.

War Diary.

Situation 
at Algiers.

Fedala.

Fighter A/Cs 
for Maison 
Blanche.

/(7) Intensive
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Contd.

Operation "Torch"..

(7) Intensive and most satisfactory A/S air 
patrols made from attack on U-Boats. One very 
promising attack in position 38.03 N 02.12 E.
One possibly in position 37.32 N 01.30 E.
(8) Landings effected at Fedala and Safi but no 
details.
(9) P.219 and Catalina carried out (?night) 
operation successfully.
(N.C.X.F. 0933Z/8 to Admty. (R) A.F.H.Q. F.O.C.N.A. 
R.A.D. V.A. Malta. C. in C. Med.)

'fo u rs ' .

R/C of
Italian
Bases.

Most Immediate. (?Detachment$) landed Blida to 
accept surrender, taken appear friendly.
(R.A.A. H.F. 0934/8 to N.C.X.F. S.O.E.N.T.F. 
S.O. Force H.) ,

88. My 1601/7 morning visual.
(1) Palermo 0800/8 one 5.3 cruiser and one 
destroyer sailed.
( 2 ) Taranto nil Messina no change.
(3) One cruiser 6 destroyers 294 Marsala 3 
course 020° 12 knots and 10 E-Boats off Marsala. 
(V.A. Malta 0944A/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) C.E.N.T.F. 
C.C.N.T.F. S.O. Force H. C. in C. Med. Admty.)

V/hat progress is being made with your attack. 
(N.C.X.F. 1004Z/8 to F. 0. W.N. T. F. )

Request spotting aircraft for bombardment of 
Mati by F.O.H. if required by him. F00 will be 
observed. R.A.A. please pass to F.O.H. 
(S.O.E.N.T.F. 1021/8 to R.A.A. H.F. (R) S.O. 
Force H.)

Being towed and escorted to Algiers. Assault 
wave dispatched (corrupt group) evening escorted 
(corrupt group) A 9th November afternoon.
(? 1040/8 to E.N.T.F.)

THOMAS 
STONE’s 
landing 
craft.

)  1

My 1800/7. Breakdown necessitated sinking all 
boats except two. My 1100 position 037° 21* N 
000° 31’ E speed now 14 knots. Request precise 
destination.
(SPEY 1100Z/8 to N.C.X.F. S.O.E.N.T.F. (R)
S.O. Force H. Force 0.)

From Cp.Terminal\ BROKE following damage after part 
of ship badly flooded engine room (?rapidly) 
flooding with bad list to starboard have directed 
ZETLAND to tow me to west.
(ZETLAND 1125Z/8 to S.O.E.N.T.F.)

/Western..
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Western At 1015Z S a f i  harbour se cu red . Landing p ro ce e d in g
F o rce .  Fedala  and Mehedia a g a in s t  c o n s id e r a b le  a i r  and

c o a s t  d e fe n ce  o p p o s i t i o n .  P ro g re ss  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  
French n ava l v e s s e l s  r e s i s t i n g  to  end. Naval 

a c t i o n  co n t in u es  o f f  C asablanca . No s e r io u s  damage to  our f o r c e s .  
Enemy d e s t r o y e r  sunk rem ainder r e t i r i n g  in t o  Casablanca 
( ? a p p a r e n t ly )  damaged. N .C .X .F . pass  t o  C. in  C. U.S. F le e t ,
C. i n  C. A t l a n t i c  F le e t .
(W .N .T.F . 1130Z/8 to  N .C .X .F . (R ) C. in  C. U.S. F le e t .  C. in  C. 
A t l a n t i c  F l e e t . )

A lg i e r s
A rea .

/ 4— /* 7.a 2-
S it u a t io n  r e p o r t .  B l id a  su rren d ered . Own troop s  
advancing  d i r e c t i o n  B ir to u ta rn  from w est. R ight 
about to  e n te r  town from n o r th .  Pear 
( ? u n s u c c e s s f u l ) . Mati s t i l l  n ot  taken. 
(S .O .E .N .T .F .  1132/8 to  R .A .A . H.F. (R) S.O. F orce  
H. C .S .1 0 . )

Return to  p a t r o l  p o s i t i o n  ord ered  in  "T orch ” S 
a f t e r  1200 tod a y .
(C apt. S .1 0 .  1135A /8 to  UTMOST. (R) N .C .X .F . 
Subs on p a t r o l . )

S i t u a t io n ,
A lg i e r s
Area.

S i t u a t io n .  Cape M atifou  bombarded by ZETLAND 
h i t s  on b o th  t u r r e t s  and c o n t r o l  tower c la im ed .
Not y e t  su rren d ered .
J e te e  du Nord s u c c e s s f u l l y  bombed to  support BROKE. 
French S/M d iv in g  5 m ile s  n orth  cou rse  d o u b t fu l .  
A/S d e t a i le d  t o  c o v e r  area . Speed o f  u n load in g  
sh ip s  im proving.
(S .O .E .N .T .F . 1142Z/8 to  ?N .C .X .F . )

S i t u a t io n ,  A l l  a s s a u lt  waves succeeded  in  la n d in g . S a f i  
Western p o r t  and town captured  by a s s a u l t .  From P atton
Landings. t o  C. in  C. A l l i e d  F o rce s  heavy a r t i l l e r y  f i r e

from  shore b a t t e r i e s  ?a g a in s t  c o v e r in g  f o r c e  and 
a g a in s t  la n d in g  f o r c e  overcom e. B a t t e r i e s  at 

F edala  s i l e n c e d .  Naval s o r t i e  2 c r u i s e r s  d e s t ro y e rs  and S/Ms. 
Heavy naval engagement s t i l l  in  p r o g r e s s .  H o s t i l e  A.A. f i r e  
has ceased at F ed a la . A l l  a s s a u lt  t ro o p s  ashore ?Lyautey.
Pass t o  C. in  C. U.S. F le e t .  C. in  C. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  C. in  C. 
A l l i e d  F o rc e s .
(T .F .3 4  1145Z/8 t o  C. in  C. X . F . )

( ? S .0 . F o rce )  H 11 (? 2 2 )  Walrus X 9561 ( ? i n  
v i c i n i t y )  1300. W i l l  land ( ? a t )  ( ? M a ) is o ( ? n )  
B lanch on e x p i r a t i o n  ( c o r r u p t  group) o f  terms at 
? approx. 1500 u n le s s  o th erw ise  ordered  by you. 
Frequency 405 K /c s .
(BERMUDA 1209Z/8 to  S .O .E .N .T .F . (R) S.O. F orce  H. 
F.O. A/C C a r r ie r s  F orce  H . )

A lg i e r s
A rea .

S.O. F orce  H 1102 /8  (N .T. in  W .D.) C lose  Mati 
and answer c a l l  f o r  f i r e .
(S .O .E .N .T .F . 1237Z/8 t o  BERMUDA. (R ) 3 .0 .  F orce  H )

/ S i t u a t i o n . . .
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Situation report at 1300 resistance at Fort de 
L'Eau 8509 making advance from east slowly. Own 
troops 2 miles west of Algiers on high ground 
resistance stiffening (?this afternoon) 
(F.O.E.N.T.F. 1305/8 to A.O.(A) "Torch” (R)
S.O. Force H. C.S.10.)
French resistance has stiffened.
(S.O.E.N.T.F. 1309Z/8 to S.O. Force H. S.O. A/C 
Carriers. "Torch" Naval F.)

Operation
against
Bon.

Most Immediate. Second Battalion 503 parachute 
infantry required for following operation with 
Eastern Task Force. "Warning order". On 9 Nov 
Battalion will he prepared to fly to Bon and
secure aerodrome. "Secret" Battalion will not

drop more than paratroops in leading troop carrier unless local 
situation makes this necessary, remainder to land in aircraft. 
Transport aircraft will return immediately to Maison Blanche.
Whole operation will be timed to allow return to Maison Blanche 
before dark. Battalion will come under command Eastern Task 
Force on verbal orders to you by Deputy C. in C. on 8 Nov. 
Executive order for operation will be issued to you by Commanding 
General Eastern Task Force. Arrival of Battalion at Bon will be 
reported to E.T.F. by returning transport aircraft. Not less than 
48 hours rations to accompany. Further warning. Battalion 
likely to be required for second operation including "Drop" about 
12 Nov. Abfor and E.T.F. informed.
(Gib. W/T ? 133/8 to S.O.C.N.T.F.)

Or̂-h. X . (1) Carry out tasks one 3. 4 and 7.(2) (Corrupt group) night defence of task 2 as

(4) Aircraft on first patrol task 3 be ready to escort dividing 
southern entrance E.T.A. 0528Z approaching from seaward over X 
beach.
(5) "Torch" N C 8 para. 12 V watch aerodrome ground signs return 
to patrol V are (corrupt group) closed square or square with one 
side open.

is a nice gap in the boom now. Batteries fired accurately at 
close range. Free Frenchmen confirmed general antipathy (corrupt 
group) among (?whole) (2 corrupt groups) have 2 sympathisers on 
board now.
(C.O. "Terminal" 1405Z/8 to C.E.N.T.F.) ^  ^

Toulon 63. Toulon visual R/C 1200.

for task one but over Tafaro left wing. 
Albacores wait at call 268°.
(3) Fighters not to shoot up aircraft on 132° 
unless taking off.

(C.C.N.T.F. 1336Z/8 to FURIOUS (R) DASHER. BITER.)

Algiers When we left port no attempt had been made to 
scuttle or sabotage port facilities in any way 
BROKE burst through the boom easily and there

R/C (N.C.X.F. 1405Z/8 to S.O. Force H. N.C.F. E.N.T.F 
N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) Admty.)

/Oran...
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Oran. Following received from F.7. G.B.R. from F.7.

Request dive bombers 1400 hours to 1500 for Mati 
Fouat (?Desjes). Confirm.
(BERMUDA 1420Z/8 to C.N.T.F.)

Patrol. R/V Cape St. Vincent with all three carriers 1600.
JAMAICA organise destroyer patrol (corrupt groups)
Z beach from surface attack and remain inshore of 

this patrol (corrupt groups). Destroyers are also to keep A/S 
watch should S/Ms be detected they are to be destroyed.
(S.O.C.N.T.F. 1425/8 to JAMAICA.*FARNDALE. VALOROUS. S.O. Force H. 
(R) RHYL. RODNEY. (AURORA?)) * L— /, .1.7 fr.

Centre (Portion missed) defences were surprised at
Force. beginning of attack. No opposition at beaches

reported initially. First contact with French 
by X beach column made with light at Lourmel no 

further resistance this column reported. No resistance Y beach 
(?comparatively) moderate resistance vicinity (?Arzew) lasted from 
0525Z to about 0800Z. First Division has reached Line Le Grand 
(?Dshelwy) Stubborn resistance at Oran reported enemy disposition 
(portion missed) there islands of resistance. Naval units 
determined to fight to finish (portion missed) units making 
token resistance. (6 corrupt groups) unidentified. About 120 
prisoners (2 corrupt groups) identified. About 120 prisoners 
(2 groups missing) French planes observed in air about 1130Z.
15 French destroyed on ground. Coast defence batteries offering 
stubborn resistance no chemical warfare reported. Mild wind. 
Slight sea and swell, temperature warm.
(C.G.C.T.F. 1425Z/8 to C. in C. A.F.H.Q.)

/ / r . T ,  k . W . 3  .My 0725/8 to KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE repeated 
F.O.C.N.A. If no information of help intend 
detaching LORD NUFFIELD with SAYONARA at 1600/8. 
7572 1526.*
* Height of low cloud 7. Amount of low cloud 5. 
Visibility 7. Weather 2. Pressure 15.
Direction of wind 2. Force of wind 6.
(SCOTTISH 1425Z/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) LORD NUFFIELD, 
KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE SAYflNARA.)

Your 1206Z (?7) enemy fighters were still 
(group missed) lorries Lasenia aerodrome 1100Z/8 
Tafaro understood to be in (3 groups missing) 
(FURIOUS 71437/8 to Gib. W/T.)

For C.G. Eastern T.F. from A.F.H.Q.
Have been trying to establish rear link with you 
without success. Request you will open 
communication as soon as possible whether on board 
or ashore on Serial Number 5 and 6 in signal 
operation instructions radio schedule number 2 
A.F.H.Q.
(N.C.X.F. "Torch'’ N F 1450Z/8 to F. 0.W.N. T.F. )

/Oran..
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One BN 16 CT (corrupt group) one BN 16 CT FLEURUS 
18 CT BRECKONSHIRE BN 26 CT AINEL triple arm D CC 
B holding S Tafaroui aerodrome transfer move on 
La Senia Chiu Tafaroui and Chiu Lourmel the 

pincers are squeezing.
(S.O.C.N.T.F. 1500/8 to FURIOUS (R) AURORA. K.20 (corrupt
group) Admty. BITER. RODNEY.)
Situation aerodrome 1400Z/8. Tafaroui U.S.A. troops with 

light tanks in control. Runway serviceable. La Senia no 
activity seen after close low observation. No U.S. troops seen 
in close vicinity.

(FURIOUS 1520Z/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C. W.N. T.F. ) zty

"Torch” N C para 13 (b) shore based Spitfires 
should be operating over area from dawn Nov. 9th. 
(N.C.C.T.F. 1502Z/8 to C.T.F.)

Oran
aerodrome.

Spitfires For C.G.C.T.F. 24 Spitfires left 1440 G.M.T. for
for Algiers. (?Tafaracul).

(N.C.X.F. 1503Z/8 to N.C. C.N.T.F. )

Orders to Be in position 037° 29' N 001° 59* E at 0600Z/9
Force R. steering 090°. Destroyers will join at that time.

On completion fuelling retire the westward. 
(?Retum to same) position following morning.
(S.O. Force H 1509Z/8 to Force R. (R) Capt. D.3. 
R.A.A.C. N.C.X.F.)

F00 (?four) reports by V/S communication that 
"Pear" (?has) surrendered.
(BERMUDA 1515/8 to S.O.E.N.T.F.)

S/Ms S/M report at 2000Z (one) P.45. P.48 and (H.M. S/M
positions. P.*) in area south of 37.07 N between longitude

03.30 E and 04.30 E proceeding dived by day course 
080°. *  ~ ** "i/2.(2) ^URSULA 37.31 N 00.20 W^P.54 36.38 N 02.¥o W. P . 2 2 8  36.44

02.03 all proceeding dived by day to north east. ■* /».} o $
(3) P.219 38.23 N 00.07 E proceeding Gibraltar coastwise dived 
by day.
(4) P.51 and P.222 off Toulon.
(5) P.217 approx. 42.01 N 06.01 E dived by day to Gibraltar. 

(N.C.X.F. 1529Z/8 to S & A. Area G.) * No. of S/M omitted. 
Ref. "Torch" (S) para 5. After dark tonight submarines

move as follows P.212 to position H. P.247 to position J.
(Capt. S.10. 1610A/8 to Subs on patrol (R) N.C.X.F.)
(Capt. S.10 1622A/8 toN.C.X.F.)

aT'^GOLO P.46 has torpedoed cruiser and withdrawn, close her
torpedoed. position with despatch enemy may be stopped in the 

vicinity.
(Capt. S.10 1530A/8 to P.44 (R) N.C.X.F. Subs on 
patrol.)

/Proceed..•



MOST SECRET.

297

War Diary,

FOREIGN STATIONS.

8.11.1942.
Sunday.

Operation "Torch"..u -k. fti-
Proceed with all despatch on surface at your 
discretion to vicinity Cape Gallo, hut important 
you are not seen. Cruiser hit by 1 torpedo

A^REGOLO 
torpedoed.
Contd.

/a i .a a 3«j* "believed stopped vicinity Cape St. Vito at 1234 
"biu air R/C leaving now.

(Capt. S.10 1534A/8 to P.211 (R) N.C. Subs on patrol X F.)
Following is a repetition of my 1534/8 begins P.211 

repeated N.C.X.F., S/Ms on patrol from Capt. S.10. Proceed with 
all despatch on surface at your discretion to vicinity of Cape 
Gallo, but important that you are not seen. Cruiser hit by one 
torpedo was stopped vicinity of Cape St. Vito at 1234 air R/C 
leaving now. (group omitted ?Ends).

(Capt. S.10 1552A/8 to N.C.X.F.)

A A A .  Do not disembark ? ? If any have been 
disembarked they may remain on shore but no more 
of these be disembarked report this to C. in C. 
Acknowledge.
(S.O. Spare Force 10 (N.C.E.N.T.F.) 1605/8 to 81F.)

Rejoin.
(FURIOUS 1632A/8 to ACHATES.)

Fighter 
cover,
Algiers 
Area.
^ ji. Z c X

Situation report. Divisional H.Q. landed. 
Fort du Pere fallen. Mati UE heavily bombed 
but still believed to be (?holding) out. 
(S.O.E.N.T.F. 1636Z/8 to R.A.A. H.F. (R) S.O. 
Force H. C.S.10.)

ARGUS is to arrange fighter cover over (corrupt 
group) carrier and "Charlie” beach from now until 
dark. R.A.F. Squadron is (?taking charge of) 
"Apples" and "Beer" (?and) shipping in vicinity. 
(C.C.E.N.T.F. 1635/8 to ARGUS. AVENGER.)

ASHANTI and TARTAR are to join me in 037° 29' N 
002° 41’ E at 0600Z/9.
(S.O. Force H 1643Z/8 to R.A.10 C.S.(R) Capt. D.3. 
Capt. D.6. SCYLLA. ASHANTI. TARTAR. BERMUDA.)

SHEFFIELD, BERMUDA are not required for further 
bombardment today.
(S.O.E.N.T.F. 1655/8 to S.O. Force H. C.S.10. 
(R) ABERDEEN?.) u -

Emergency. Following from Eisenhower. Distribute 
currency proclamation at earliest practicable 
date.
(N.C.X.F. 1701Z/8 to N.Cs. E.N.T.F. C.N.T.F. 
W.N.T.F.)

/Western...
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My 1700Z part 3. Final enemy naval force of 
2 cruisers, destroyers and (?several) submarines 
sortied 1020. Battle still in progress.
Casualties unknown. Weather favourable. (?Ground) 

forces weakening, naval force still fighting air force (?contin-' 
uing) operation.. Enemy can resume battle with ground and air 
forces. Pass to C. in C. A.F. C.in C. U.S. Fleet. C. in C. 
Atlantic Fleet.
(C.T.F. 34 1700Z/8 to N.C.X.F. )

Western
landings.

Your 1331/8 routed A TORY through position 50.
She is to proceed unescorted at her best speed. 
Why did WIVERN not comply with ’’Torch" N C I  
para 20.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1701Z/8 to S.N.O.L.X. (R) WIVERN.)

^ 3 O'— -O
4 i

A A A .  Urgent cancel bombing RICHMOND, SCOTLAND 
moving in to rear. Require acknowledgment from 
BULOLO.
(C.S.10. T.O.R. 1712/8 to BULOLO. )

One (?25) 35 09.00 with own position unchanged. 
(AURORA 1718/8 to LARGS.)

R/C of 971. P.R.U. Dakar 0745/8. One French S/M
Dakar. REDOUBTABLE and one small submarine had departed

and one was leaving harbour one escort vessel has 
left one Galissonniere (?mooring) may be friendly 

Galissonniere anchored in Roads has torpedo nets in position 
Fr. S/M Parent Ship JULES VERNE has steam up. Considerable A.A. 
fire but no fighter interception.
(R.A.W.A. 1725Z/8 to Admty. N.C.X.F. Air H.Q. Gibraltar.
Com. W.N.T.F. )

My 1808A/7. Intend same A/S air patrols 9 Nov. 
(N.C.X.F. 1744Z/8 to W.N.T.F.)

"Torch" N C 4 appendix B be in position and prepare 
to support the attack on Oran at 0630 tomorrow 
Monday in sector and attached to FOOS as follows 
0 - AURORA - F one PTL air patrol - RODNEY - F4Q - 

^JAMAICA by 0800 - F3S -*FARNDALE - F5. JAMAICA is 
to remain east of 000° east west or easting 48 for 
protection of shipping in distress.
(S.O.C.N.T.F. 1745/8 to AURORA. JAMAICA. RODNEY. 
FARNDALE. ) * x ~

T C A 0 11. Intend A/S air escorts 9th Nov. all 
dawn to dusk, Force H K M S 2 K M F 2 K X 5  
THOMAS STONE one (?C) each. Oran sector 2 H 1 
Algiers Sector 2 C. A/S air search a.m. 4 H areas 
W K and W A, one (?C) area W R.
(N.C.X.F. 1746Z/8 to All British S & A concerned in 
Operation "Torch" V.A. Malta.(excluding ships 
refitting in U.K.) Negative W.N.T.F.)

/A. REGOLO...
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At 1545 damaged cruiser and destroyer P.C.S. 038° 
14’ 012° 49* 080° 3.
(P.44 1758A/8 to Capt. S.10. (r ) C. in C. Med.)

Oapt. S.8's 13 (?29 42) A 7th. Your 1419A/8.
P.48. P.221 are intended to relieve 3 S/Ms 

/f” * on Cape SarjVito (Sicily) line which can he
withdrawn by you on relief. On completion of 
patrol P.45. P.48 proceed Malta to join 10th S/M 
F. P.221 to return to Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 1802Z/8 to Capt. S.10. (r ) S.O. Force H. 
N.C.E.N.T.F. Cant. S.8. V.A. Malta. C. in C. 
Med. Capt. S.l.;

t T i u  i  oA.„ REGOLO.
XfJ

Hilt-

One Squadron of Spitfires has been requested to 
arrive 0700 and another at 1300 tomorrow Monday. 
(Corrupt groups) to Gibraltar at 0400Z and inform 
all A/C.

-^(N.C.C.T.F. 1803/8 to FURIOUS.)

F 2 reported target P one still in action at 1430. 
(C.N.T.F. 1810/8 to RODNEY.)

Your 1721Z/8. Carriers in company will pass 
through approx. 036° 50' N 000° 50* W at 2030Z/8 
to 110° Cape de Gata 20 miles thence to operate 
west of Habibas Is. S of A 12 knots.

^(FURIOUS 1842Z/8 to RODNEY.)

Algiers After a conference with General Juian who was
capitulates. acting for Admiral Darlan all resistance in

Algiers immediately ceased;we are occupying town 
starting at 1900. Present agreement applies to 

Algiers and immediate vicinity only. Murphy and I are having 
a conference with Admiral Darlan at 1000 hrs. tomorrow to 
definitely fix terms. May I have your decision as to terms to 
be presented. Will expect Clark's party Maison BL N (17 groups 
missing) D D Plus 1 (D Plus 1). Ryder.
(via Gib. W/T 1900/8 to General Eisenhower Gibraltar W/T - 
attention A.F. H.Q. 8th.)

Special 
U-Boat 
estimate 
East of 
26 West 
and
weather
forecast.

Admty. re-encipher* and pass to C.T.F. 34 via 
British Broadcast Schedule (C.T.F.38 C.T.F.34. (R) 
Cinclant C.T.F.30.)
One 04 N 02 W by poor D/F 1635Z/7.
Three patrolling 04 N 04 E 01 N 09 W 08 N 15 W.
Three northbound 16 N 21 W 24 N 20 W 28 N 20 W.
Three patrolling 18 N 22 W 25 N 25 W 27 N 25 W.
Possibly one refuelling Sub. 19 N 20 W.
One locality 34 N 23 W by D/F 1425Z/8.
One locality 36.30 N 24 W by D/F 0851Z/8.
One locality 36.30 N 21.30 W by D/F 1510Z/7.
Four estimated patrolling N.E. of Azores.
One 41 north 18.30 W by poor D/F 1724Z/7.

/One 42...
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One 42 north 17.30 W by poor D/F 1712Z/7.
Two patrolling area 36 N 16 W.
Twelve estimated Lisbon to Casablanca.
One area 36 N 04 W from sighting 0110Z/7.
One 36 N and Greenwich Meridian by poor D/F 
0553Z/8.
Two southbound area 40 N 10 V/.
Two southbound off Cape Finisterre.
Five homebound 39 N 20 W 45 N 25 W 45 N 14 W 46 N 
07 W 46 N 05 W.
Three westbound 45 N 12 W 47 N 13 W 48 N 19 W by 

poor D/F 0243Z/8.
One locality 50.30 N 21.30 W by D/F 0858Z/8.
Three estimated area 56 N 19 W.
Grand total Atlantic area 108.
Does Comtask Force 34 desire this fecial submarine estimate be 
sent to him in future. Weather forecast Atlantic Coast Morocco 
Sunday and Monday. Partly cloudy visibility 12 miles becoming 
4 miles with haze during night. Northeast winds 7 to 12 knots. 
Base low clouds 3,000 feet sea slight. Swell slightly from north 
with slow increase from southwest. Azores 0000Z Sunday swell 
long moderate south south east 3 to 4 feet period 8 seconds surf 
slight sea rough. Moderate disturbance 200 miles north of 
Azores moving northeast 20 knots intensifying.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1901/8 to Admty.)

TON 7%AT0EY from X beach ORAN 1900/8 routed 50 
E.T.A. Gibraltar 1000/9.
(N.C.C.T.F. 1902/8 to N.C.X.F. 16 (R) N.C.E.
Force F.O.C. N.A. Capt. S.8. A.O.C. Gibraltar.)

■ *

Spanish In connection with Allied operations in French
reaction. North Africa and assurance to Spain general

Spanish reaction good both official and unofficial. 
Naval reaction very good indeed.

Please see Embassy telegram to F.O. No. 1596 repeated Gibraltar 
No. 329 and Lisbon 183 giving reactions all 3 services.
(B.N.A. Madrid 1909/8 to Admty. (R) F.O.C. North Atlantic.
B.N.A. Lisbon.)

War Diary.

Special 
U-Boat 
estimate 
east of 
26 west 
and
weather
forecast.
Contd.

Disposition 
of Italian 
Fleet.

89. My 1601/7 and 0944/8 evening R/C no change. 
2. My 1601/7 para 3 cruiser now torpedoed and in 
tow off St. Vito.
(V.A. Malta 1910A/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) C.E.N.T.F. 
C.C.N.T.F. S.O. Force H. F.O.C.N.A. 209.
C. in C. Med. 64. Admty.)

H.M.S. SHEFFIELD and H.M.S. BERMUDA were repeatedly 
attacked by a series of single torpedo bomber 
aircraft for f of an hour at dusk. Attacks were 
well pressed home and only avoided by use of helm 
at high speed. If these attacks had been made on 

Force 0 it is most probable that carriers would have been hit. 
BERMUDA parted company during attacks.
(C.S.10 1915Z/8 to S.O. Force H. (R) R.A.A. BERMUDA.)

Attacks on 
SHEFFIELD & 
BERMUDA.

/Situation..
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Your 1524 Military formation (?now) in position to 
attack Algiers Port (?L'Soueur) and Cape Matifou 
still resisting "but elsewhere (?resistance) is 
not serious. (?Dubare) (alternatively Duperre, 

Dukorre) surrendered (?at) 1600 after bombing. 215° (corrupt 
group) from the north (east) during the day and condition on 
(corrupt passage) wire and casualties among landing craft further 
delayed disembarkation of stores (?and) vehicles on all beaches. 
VICEROY OP INDIA (?sailed) to westward expect to sail (7AWATEA) 
SOBIESKI (?and) WINCHESTER CASTLE tomorrow Monday.
(?Ready to proceed) (?at) dusk, (?no) casualties in A and (?B) 
sectors. Near misses on EXCELLER and LEEDSTOWN (?on) C Sector 
latter steering gear wrecked and unable to get under way fires 
and explosions observed in direction of Algiers.
BROKE proceeding to join me making 8 knots (corrupt groups). 
Majority of Military parties were left in (?Algiers) (?harbour). 
SPEY due at 2030 with troops ex THOMAS STONE.
3 fighter squadrons established with satisfactory fighter control 
from BUL0L0.
(S.O.E.N.T.P. 1924Z/8 to C.N.T.P. )

War Diary.

Situation 
at Algiers.

R/C of Sortie G 228 1035 hours. 8 Nov. shows Toulon
Toulon. Harbour entrance not covered. Except for internal

movement and departure of two EIAH$ EVS and 
Xfrflr arrival of probable patrol vessel 240 Naval 

Shipping is unchanged since 7 Nov. Internal movement includes 
departure of SiXtttiSti Class CR from dry dock to jetty number five 
of Port Lagoubran. One CT from Missiessy Basin to Yards at La 
Seyne Bay and MOfiflDOR Class CT from dry dock to Missiessy Basin 
where it is being manoeuvred. Booms protecting Naval Units 
remain unchanged. Two GALISdQHHlEZB CRS remain in Hyeres Bay. 
Merchant shipping remains as on 7 Nov. Toulon Hyeres A/D.
Twenty three small A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Gib. 1935/8 to Admty. Air Min. Whitehall. H.Q.C.C.
P.R.U. Benson. C.I.U. Medmenham.)

4 landing craft tank expected to arrive Arzeu 
Bay during the night.
(S.O.C.N.T.P. 1935Z/8 to C.N.T.P.)

LCPs grounded by (corrupt groups) landing 
seriously delayed. Have requested LCMs from 
Karanja. Officer Commanding and about 2 companies 
have landed.

*”(MARNIX O.C. Troops 2000Z/8 to Brigadier 36 IB 
Strathnaver. v a* VT A l  +*£ b o n ’b X .

Situation, Por C. in C. Allied Force. It is reported Army
Western and civilian population offer no resistance.
Area. Naval force afloat and ashore resist stubbornly

fighter planes strafed our troops Fedala beach 
about 1530. V.A. Michelier at Casablanca refused 

to see representative of commanding General W.T.P. sent from 
Pedala under flag of truce at 1430 today.
Pass to Cominch and C. in C. Atlantic Fleet.
(N.C.W.N.T.P. 2001Z/8 to N.C.X.P.)

/2 torpedo...
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Operation "Torch11 - Contd.

2 torpedo tracks seen 110° Europa Point 6 miles. 
(ISAAC SWEERS 2003Z/8 to Gib.)

Proceed to escort BROKE who is (?approaching) 
Sector B from east.
(STORK 2027Z/8 to LAMERTON. (R) 3.O.E. N.T.F.)

Hostilities ceased at 1900 tonight Sunday 
unconditionally.
(N.C.E.N.T.F. 2115/8 to 50 Force H. R.A.A. H.F. 
C.S.10. E.N.T.F. )
Following received General Ryder begins:

French Authorities unconditionally ceased firing at conclusion of 
conference. We occupy city starting 1900Z/8.
All firing must cease on our side.
We will occupy (?all) forts in harbour starting dawn tomorrow 
ends signed Ryder.

(N.C.E.N.T.F. 2130Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

BROKE

Hostilities 
cease at 
Algiers.

V.A. A/C 1330/8. Request ARGUS will take control 
of force 0 aircraft. R.A.F. are providing fighter 
protection for Algiers town and C beach. ARGUS 
and AVENGER are responsible for A and B from first 

light. Visual direction over beaches will be done by POZARICA 
and PALOMARES A and B beaches respectively. Fighter guard 
frequency of 110 being used for fighter directing.
(N.C.S.N.T.F. 2125Z/8 to ARGUS, (R) AVENGER, V.A. A/C, PALOMARES, 
POZARICA, TYNWALD.)

Naval
aircraft.
< —  A.'i.AM7

Keep south of latitude (037°) (?15') north until 
0430Z.
(C.S.10 2126Z/8 to BERMUDA.)

Entry of Ships are to sail so as to enter Algiers Bay by
ships groups of 6 at half-hour intervals starting with
into C. Sector who will enter at 0700/9, followed by
Algiers. B Sector then A Sector. Anchor berths are given

in my 2234Z/8. Unloading will cease tonight except 
for JEAN JADOT who will land 30 tons of supplies 

and SOBO 30 tons of petrol on B white and whose sailing may be 
delayed if necessary. Senior Officers of escort groups to detail 
screen for each group.
(N.C.E.N.T.F. 2132Z/8 to S.N.O.L (A), 3.N.0.L ( B), S.N. 0. L( C) ,
Cdre I.C. Algiers, STORK, ROBERTS, IBIS, TYNWALD, ENCHANTRESS, 
POZARICA, PALOMARES,)

WESTCOTT
attacks
U/B

S/M sighted on surface was attacked very shortly 
after it dived. Result uncertain. My position
2100 036° 49* N 000° 53' W.
(WESTCOTT 2137Z/8 to F.O.C.N.A.)

/Algiers



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

303
8.11.1942. 
Sunday.____

Operation "Torch" - Contd.
Algiers Owing to adverse weather conditions on landing
area. beaches no ctftnmunications control officer has

been landed. Impossible therefore to ascertain 
amount of petrol and (?other) aupplies at Maison 
Blanche and Blida. Am making personal 
investigation tomorrow and will report as soon as 
possible.
(Air Odre Lawson 2140/8 to A.0.G.E.A.C.)

Request 2 Tac R sorties at first light tomorrow 
9th. Sortie number one contact patrol inland 
from beach B red to A green and along road Kolea - 
Marengo Blida and the area Medea. Sortie number 
2 contact patrol inland from C beach and road to 
Fort National.

R.E.C.C.E. to report own positions and all road movements towards 
Algiers. Request bomber force may be available for Monday.
R.A.F. and ARGUS and AVENGER will provide necessary fighter 
support.
(N.C.E.N.T.F. 2201Z/8 to F.O.C. A/C Carriers. (R) S.O. Force H.)

Your 1728Z/8 landing at Blida not recommended 
owing to lack of refuelling and servicing 
facilities. Suggest landing at Maison Blanche 
where facilities exist. Confirm (?place) and 
time of arrival.
(C.G. E.A.F. A8 8th 2207/8 to N.C.X.F. (R)
C. in C. E.X.)

TON 5 serial 31. Require either VANOC and 
WRESTLER or if more convenient WISHART and VELOX 
for your onward operations temporarily.
(N.C.X.F. 2222Z/8 to N.C.E.N.T.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A. 
N.C.C.N.T.F. W.F.)

Your 2103. Confirmed you are to suspend 
disembarkation at once. Those landed to (?form) 
beach head. Re-embark all troops (?as ordered) 
tomorrow morning and report when complete ACK. 
((corrupt groups) STRATHNAVER 2240/8 to O.C. Troops 

*MARNIX. ) i f  M a h n i X Va /v i,? t a o  £:&«*•*£:.

Cancel Mission QX (?aircraft) for U.S. Task Force 
one and substitute 2 groups 6 fighters. Group one 
to visit aerodromes offensive patrol Blaoroe 
Neither and Ralizane 10 miles east of Bougirat 
group 2 to visit Mascara and Sidi Belabor.
(?Escort) as early as possible in order to catch 
aircraft on the ground.
(S.O.C.N.T.F. 2321/8 to FURIOUS.)

/Terms...
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Terms of For Ryder from Eisenhower.
surrender. General Clark, Deputy Commander in Chief, Allied

Force, and staff of approx, fourteen will arrive 
Maison Blanche or Blida as determined by you at 

about 1430Z/9 Nov. if weather conditions permit. Clark is fully 
empowered as my personal representative to act in my name in 
negotiating with Darlan. Have Murphy and your representative 
meet Clark. He will establish an advance headquarters in Algiers 
and will remain there himself. This meeting must not affect 
operation which will be executed with all vigor. Confirm these 
arrangements and advise best place to land. If weather delays 
arrival, representatives should remain at field until dark.
2. Should Darlan desire to halt all resistance you have the 
terms of the arrangements and the authority to put them into 
effect. It must be understood that the agreement, to be acceptable 
to the United Nations, must apply to all of French North Africa. 

In the event that you act under this authority your action will be 
confirmed by Clark upon his arrival. He will then, if necessary 
enter into further negotiations.
(N.C.X.F. 2337Z/8 to N.C.E.T.F.)

My Shot D2. Report Spitfires arrived safely 
approx. 1645Z except one plane about to land. 
(C.G.C.T.F. 2345/8 to C. in C. A.F.H.Q.)

66. Situation report No.4.
(1) All landings have been effected successfully. 
Operation appears to be proceeding according to 
plan.

(2) Algiers area. Unloading of stores proceeding satisfactorily 
though North Easterly wind delaying work some sectors. BROKE 
damaged and rejoined BULOLO after breaking boom and landing troops 
Cane Mattou (?Matifou) Fort resisted throughout day.
(3) SPEY forced to sink all except two of landing craft ex 
THOMAS STONE due to breakdowns. Ship now due B beach at 2030/8 
THOMAS STONE due Algiers a.m./10th in tow.
(4) Oran area. Arzeu port being used for unloading. Eire from 
Fort Santon damaged two L.S.I. but RODNEY retaliated. AURORA 
sank one additional Vichy destroyer and damaged two. BRILLIANT 
sank escort vessel LA SURPRISE.Naval aircraft attacked aerodromes 
with good effect. WALNEY and HARTLAND believed sunk in attempt to 
force boom.
(5) Western Task Force. Part of Safi captured. All troops 
ashore at Port Lyautey. Batteries and A.A. fire silenced at 
Fedala. Cruisers and destroyers made sortie from Casablanca and 
were engaged. Result not known.
(6) PANTHER arrived Gibraltar. />/* 2.*6 > u (
(7) P.46 torpedoed Italian 6 inch*cruiser in position 38.14 N
12.41 E probably stopped. o u .o  -t-TZ. ;
(8) r .a .F. and Naval aircraft provided successful A/S and fighter 
protection throughout day.
(9) Hostilities ceased at Algiers unconditionally at 1900. 
(N.C.X.F. 2349Z/8 to Admty. (R) T.F.H.P. V.A. Malta. C. in C. 
Med. V.A.C.N.A. B.A.D. Washington.)

Spitfires 
for Oran.

Situation
Reports.

/I. Assault..
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1. Assault forces arrived off "beaches at time 
ordered in all three areas and initial landings 
were made with little resistance. Subsequently 
French Naval and Coast defence resistance stiffene 
At Algiers two destroyers attempted to break the 

boom in course of which one destroyer damaged. Naval bombardments 
were necessary.
2. Fort Sidi Ferruch was captured by 0300 hours and within 
twelve hours American troops had gained high ground two miles 
west of city and secured Maison Blanche and Blida aerodromes on 
which fighter squadrons began to arrive soon after.
3. At Oran Vichy Naval Forces made sortie. Two Vichy destroyers 
were sunk and three badly damaged. Bombardment of forts by 
battleships was carried out. Two boom breaking corvettes were 
lost.
4. Landings east and west of Oran were equally successful, 
although coast battery on Arzeu Heights fought until 6:00 a.m. 
Tanks were landed by 0800 and Tafaroui aerodrome was in our 
hands soon after midday, by which time the two western columns 
had made good progress. Situation regarding one group transport 
aircraft which with one battalion United States Parachute Infantry 
landed in vicinity of Tafaroui is not yet clear.
5. French Naval Force from Casablanca consisting of one cruiser 
and two destroyers made sortie and was engaged by covering force 
result unknown.
6. RGTS successfully reached initial objectives at Mehedia, 
west of Port Lyautey, and at Safi. Reports from Fedala are 
incomplete.
7. Anti submarine and fighter protection has been successfully 
provided by escorts and carriers throughout the day.
(Commandeth Gibraltar No. T.0.0. /8 to A.F.H.Q.)

P.R.U. A.241 8/11 Secret P.R.U./Gib./W5/8/Nov. shows
Toulon. Toulon. Part 1.

Sortie G 229 8 Nov. 1440 hours, shipping Naval only 
changes since 1035 hours are departure of one 

Gomone class TB and internal movement of one Mogador CT. T/B was 
in old basin. Mogador class CT is the vessel which was moving 
in Missiessy Basin at 1035 hours. It is now moored at CT berth 
at Quai Noel. Booms remain -unchanged. Hyeres Bay no change 
Hyeres A/D no significant change.
Part 2 follows Barcelona.
(P.R.U. Gib. 2350Z/8 to Admty. Air Min. Whitehall. H.Q.C.C.
P.R.U. Benson. C.I.U. Medmenham.)

War Diary.

Situation
Reports.
Contd.
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COWSLIP,
(survivors).

North Atlantic.
E.T.A. 0900Z/8th. A.F.O. 2900/1+1.
A. COWSLIP. B. Steamers PRESIDENT DOUMER, 
SILVERWILLOW, CORINALDO, TASMANIA, (numbers). 
(COWSLIP, 0500Z/8 to F.O.C.N.A. Capt. (D) 13, 
1+Oth Corvette Group).

JAUNTY, Rescue tug JAUNTY with SS. ALASKA in tow.
ALASKA. E.T.A. Lisbon p.m./9th.

(2) ALASKA has been damaged by torpedo.
Request you will take necessary action to have 
her repaired.

(3) JAUNTY has been instructed to return to Gibraltar when 
ALASKA is secured in Libon.
(1+) B.N.A. Lisbon pass Ato N.C.S.O. Lisbon.
(F.O.C.N.A., 091+6Z/8 to B.N.A. Lisbon (R) N.C.S.O. Lisbon, 
Admty).

My P.C. and S. at l3i+0/8th 035° 20’ N. , 013° 03’ W.
01+0° 2? knots, request assistance if more progress is to be mad 

(JAUNTY, 11+00/8 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) Admty).
Your 11+01A/8. Regret no assistance available.
(F.O.C.N.A., 2209Z/8 to JAUNTY, (R) Admty).

SCOTTISH,
A/C.

One aeroplane type unknown bearing 190° 2 miles 
course unknown my position 058° LBWZ 36 miles. 
(SCOTTISH, 0956/8 to Gib. W/T).
My 0956 was He. 111.
(SCOTTISH, 1001/8 to F.O.C.N.A.)

COREOPSIS,
A/C.

One aeroplane bearing 090° one mile, my 
position 0908 PDLX.
(COREOPSIS, 1010Z/8 to Gib. W/T)«

U/B Indefinite D/F bearings at 0551Z/8 on 5650 k/cs 
indicated U/B within 90 miles of 3I+0 N., 10° 30’
¥/•
(D.D.I.C. , 1051A/8 to Task Force 3k, (R)
Cominch, N.C.X.F. , F.O.C.N.A.)

Situation 
1958A/8 
Area X.

(1) GUARDIAN, CYCLAMEN, ARMERIA 35.5k, 05.53 
to Gibraltar 11.
(2) Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE 
ELCANO cruising in area between Canary Islands 
and Port Au Prince 36.01, 30.02.
(3) K.X. 5, GLAISDALE, BLEAN, 5 corvettes, 3 trawlers 

37.01+, 11.16 through 36.22 10.01 to (?Gibraltar) 8.
(1+.) K.M.S. 2, LONDONDERRY, CLEVELAND, COLTSFOOT, ESKDALE,
ALBRIGHT ON, 6 sloops, 2 cutters, 3 corvettes, 36.12, 11.52 through 
36.10, 10.(¥01) to Gibraltar 6.(5) NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI, cruising north 
and east of position 35*01, 2i+.01. 0

-^(6) JAUNTY LEYLAND, one merchant ship in tow 37.10, 11.06, 0k3 
3 (See amendment 1521Z/8).

A 7).
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North Atlantic.-
Situation 
1958A/8 
Area X. 
CPP-tjcL__ _

(7) K.M.F. 2, PELICAN, ESCAPADE, 3 sloops, 2 
cutters.* 37* 55» 16.30 through 37*10 16.30 thence 
106° ll£.
^(8) VENOMOUS 31.01, 18.29 through 29.03, 21.i+8 
15 to R/V with C.F.7 and then escort*fleet unit 
and HECLA to Gibraltar. * v/*v

3(9) MARNE 32.07, 16.36 to overtake VENOMOUS 18.
(10) SNOWDROP and one tanker 31.10, 17-11 252° 13. SNOWDROP 
parts company in 30.26 2C.(?l+6) and proceeds 01+1+° to R/V with 
one merchant ship off Madeira.
(11) One trawler 37*12, 09.16 direct to Gibraltar. 10.
(12) Hospital ship AMARAPOORA 38.01, 11.01 through 37.01 10.01 
thence Gibraltar 12.
(13) Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND ill. 08 15«(?01) through 
ill.30 15*01 thence routine 13. (see amendment 1821Z/8). 
(F.O.C.N.A., 11353/8).My 1135/8th, amend para. 6 to read, (E) 035° 33’ 012° 53' 
OiiO° 2 * .

(F.O.C.N.A., 1521Z/8).
H ly 1135/8th. Amend Para. 13 to read 01+1° 07' 011+° 36' 

through 037° 01* 010° 01’ thence Gib. 13. Add Para. ll+: 
Hospital Ship OXFORDSHIRE 01+6° 18’ 015° 01* through Oi+l® 30’
015* 0 1’ 15?.

(F.O.C.N.A., 1321Z/8). -*• *-/A _ < J * * / *

— Situation,--- >(3) MARNE 32.07, 16.36 to overtake VENOMOUS
Area "Y" 18.(?01) toC.F. 7,*Fleet Unit, SHROPSHIRE, ARROW,
2002.V8. ACTIVE, BRIDGEWATER 2ii.(?ii8) 20.58 350° Ilf.

(1+) U.G.F. 2 ,Fleet Units, 9 destroyers, 3 k -  3 k  28.33 
through 33*1+0, 26.15 thence 088° 13i*
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1152Z/8). * **«&** 7, v£\

Gibraltar, (l) 1217/7/11* Ju.88 R/C plane located over
Enemy A/C. rock at 22,000 ft. No. A.A. or fighter intercep

tion.
(2) 0523 8/11. 1 Plus Bomber aircraft located at 

55 miles to N.N.E. approached from N., and engaged by A.A.
051+2 hrs. At height 11000. One plane receded south, no 
identification and no bombs dropped.
(Govr. Gib. 111+5A/8 to W.0.)

U/B Force D/F bearings on 761+0 k/cs at 081+9Z indicate
q . U-boat within 90 miles of 36 N., 25. W.

(D.D.I.C., 1310A/8 to Force q ).

_\C.F.7 From position E alter course new
J. 38® N. , 27° W. new K.U0° N., 25° W.
L. 53*30 N. , 17.30 W. M. 5510 N. , 10.15 W.
N. 55°25 N., 08° 30 W.
2. F.O.C.N.A., is requested to amend R/V for
DUNCAN and ANTHONY as necessary.
(D.O.D. (F) 1329A/8 to SHROPSHIRE, F.O.C.N.A.) 
(F.O.C.N.A., 173^Z/8 to Escort S.F. 7)»

/Orders...
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to Assaults proceeding according to plan.

2. P.54 and URSULA are to proceed diving
by day to patrol within 8 miles of 038° 43’ 
000° 27’ E., and 038° 43’ 0000 56’ East 
respectively.

Routes P.54 within 10 miles of Spanish coast to Cape

Orders 
P.54 
URSULA.

 ̂£

3.Palos thence direct to patrol area. URSULA direct to 037 59*
000° 20’ W., to patrol area.
4. Object for P.54 and URSULA only. Attack and then report 
important Vichy unit as in TON 4 24.
5. Submarines are not to be attacked.
(Capt. S.8. , 1422Z/8 to 8th S.F. )

Movements Arrival GUARDIAN, ARMERIA, CYCLAMEN.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1619Z/8 to Admty). 
Arrival TRIBUNE.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1633Z/8 to Admty).

Lisbon Dock My 1932/7th (re Dock strikes - N.T. in W.D.) 
Strikes. Enthusiasm over result of North African

offensive and American Landings temporarily 
distracted attention of public from local 
situation.
(N.A. Lisbon, 1910/8 to Admty).

Dispositions.
South Atlantic.

s ' * /».\ib
BURDOCK 19.30' 19.01 180° 12. HOLCOMBE
about 15.01 18.20 to (?patrol) (^Northward). 
ARRAN,2 M.Ls., escorting from Bathurst to 
Freetown 8 Submarine P.611}., 13.01 18.45 to 

09.59 18.02 thence 108° 8. SOUTHERN PRIDE escorting 12.45, 
27.40 1 06° ll£ at 2049Z/8th.
ROTHERHAM, QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ILEX, with W.S.24 11.35 28.45
192° 12£.ST. ZENO,3 Trawlers,with Convoy about 10.01 28.59 094° 12. 
TURCOMAN,3 Motor Launches, escorting off Freetown 277° 7. 
(R.A.W.A, 1047Z/8 to Area P. etc).

Movements. Arrivals Pointe Noire 8th Nov. 0600Z,
D *ESTIENNE D ’ORVES and 1000Z DRAGON. 
(B.N.L.0. West Africa, 1105/8 to R.A.W.A.)

ASCANIUS. proposed to bring ASCANIUS to Capetown to
embark personnel for India to capacity and 
transfer than to Durban to await passage to us. 

Request report whether vessel is capable of undertaking this 
voyage and approx, date when she could reach Capetown.
(2; On reaching Durban ship will have to await docking at

/first
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South Atlantic^  L /T--
ASCANIUS first convenient opportunity.
Contd. (P.S.T.O. Capetown, 1122C/8 to N.L.O. Port

Elizabeth (R) D.S.T.O. Durban, D. of S.T., 
D.T. 0. Capetown).

I

My 1735/30 October. For operational reasons 
connected with speed of ships of W.S.23» it 
has been found- necessary to reduce C.M. 3 k to 
one ship DILWARA which will sail on Monday 9th 
November with Indian section W.S.23*

2. C.M.35 consisting of EMPIRE TROOPER, EMPIRE WOODLARK,
SORTAY for Middle East and DUTJERA for India will probably now 
leave Durban Tuesday 17th November, depending on readiness of 
escort.
(P.S.T.O. Capetown, 1143C/8 to D.S.T.) See also C. in C. E.F. , 
1607/8 under East Indies. 4 2>/t>A

C.M. 3h»
C. M. 35

Catalinas, Request remaining 6 Catalinas of 92 Squadron
Freetown. may be sent to Freetown direct forthwith

landing on water at Jui C.O. of Squadron concurs. 
They are urgently required by N.C.X.F.
(R.A.W.A., 1205Z/8 to C. in C. Atlantic Fleet,
(R) Comsolantfor).
Your 2023/6 (Hush N.T. in W.D.) Six are not 
(as cyphered suggest "now" intended) at Freetown 
ready, six more expected within 48 hours. 
(R.A.W.A. , 1251Z/8 to N.C.X.F.)

NIEUW
AMSTERDAM.

Sailed 7th November for Diego Suarez E.T.A. 
a.m./12th November. Personnel on board.
(D.S.T.O. Durban, 1248C/8 to S.T.O. Diego Suarez)

OUED GROU Following received R.O. Port Harcourt (begins)
Master four Officers 29 crew survivors OUED 
GROU reported landed near Brass.
Sending launch T.0.0. 1105E/8th ends.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos, 13052/8 to Adrnty).

DESPATCH Sailed DESPATCH at 0800Z/8th November to R/V
W.S.24 convoy W.S.24 in 001o30’ S. , 030° 00’ W.

at 12002/llth. DESPATCH has orders to join 
convoy escort to Bahia and from Bahia towards Cape returning 
at prudent limit of endurance to a fcouth American port. Name 
of port to be signalled.
£• DESPATCH shift wireless watch from group F T to Washington 
broadcast and Rugby G M, G B series at 0400Z/10th.
(R.A.W.A. , 1333Z/8 to Adrnty (R) C. in C. S.A.)

TRUANT, 
K. 14.

U/B

Arrival 8th November.
(S.O.(I) Freetown, 1355Z/8 to Admty etc).

U.S. A/C reports U-boat in 5° 25* S. 11° 51' W. 
at 1030/8.
(R.A.'.V.A. , 1637Z/8 to Admty).

/DRUPA...
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
Your 1758A/7th. M.0.(W) (T) R Takoradi reports 
master of DRUPA ? (prepared to) proceed to Cape 
Agulhas and load 5>000 tons centre tank if 
essential. Should heavy weather be encountered 

provision store rooms would flood. Port davits broken, short 
of life boats. Voyage not (recommended) without further survey. 
(Ends) (Tanker message) Ref. para. 2. Tanker sailed E.T.A. 
Pernambuco p.m./17th November.
(N.O.I.C. Takoradi, 1707Z/8 to Admty (R) R.A.W.A.)
Reply D.T.D., 200U/9.

War Diary.

DRUPA

BURDOCK.
/>

Prom position B proceed to Bathurst at best speed 
for esaort duty passing through position C 01b° 
30’ N., 019° 00’ W. Report E.T.A.
(R.A.W.A., 1751Z/8 to BURDOCK (R) N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst).

Shipping In view of indications of U-boat activity between
Diversion. St. Pauls Rock and Natal recommend all shipping

other than coastal be diverted to North and 
East of St. Pauls Rock.
(D.T.D., 1821/8 to Connav).

DRAGON.
L—  S'

(Corrupt addressee) One leaving Duala. a.m./13 
proceed to Freetown through following position 
A. 002° 57’ N., 008° 56’ E. B. 001° 00*
011° 00’ C. 008° 06 * 014° 2b' W.
Report E.T.A. Freetown on sailing.
(R.A.W.A., 1959Z/8 to DRAGON (R) C. in C.
S.A. , Admiralty).

Bizerta
R/C.

Mediterranean.
Visual Bizerta 1655A/7. 7 destroyers.
(V. A. Malta, 0001A/8 to N.C. X.P.)

Operation
"Sneeze”.

Negotiations have commenced and may be 
protracted. Critical point will be reached if 
Vichy declare war.
(C. in C. Med., 0bb^B/8 to all concerned in 
Operation "Sneeze".)

/Movements...
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No T.0.0.
HOST SECRET MESSAGE , ,  IK

Date 8.11.42 
Reed. 2045

From Impcon Durban

AFP

Addressed The War O ffice, repeated O.in C. Middle 
East, G.in G. India, Impcon Capetown.

III ED I  ATE

082192 8534 cipher 8 Nov.,

At hour h a l l  personnel are embarked on DUNERA 
EMPIRE TROOPER, EMPIRE WOODLARK, and SORT AY we are 
th is afternoon informed that these ships cannot 
sa il a.m. tomorrow with WS 23 and DILV/̂ RA.
Reasons given are operational. I t  is  o,nticipc^ea 
that they w ill be aole to  proceed on or about, 16/11. 
Troopers pie an e inform Air Ministry.

No T.0.0.
Received from War O ffice 16.11.4a

1st S.L.(2) 
V.C.N.S. 
A.G.N.S.(F)(2) 
A.C.N.S.(T)
N.A.1st S.L. 
D.O.D. (H)(2) 
D.O.D. (F)(2) 
He!, of Mi. (13) 
D.D.I.C.(2)
D. of P.(2)
D. of S.T. 
D.T.D.(3) 
D.T.D.(M)
I .P . (2)

Jtvd.
Duty Capt.(2) 
Admiral Blake

War O ffice C irculation:- 
M.0.2.5.12.
S.D.2.
D.Mov.
Q(M)2.2c. , .
A ir Ministry (D.Mov.)
A ir Ministry (Mov 2)
Admiralty (Gmdr. Jenkins)
Min. of V1 ar Transport ( J.N.Wood 

Esq., fo r  D. of S.T.)
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Movements. 7th November Port Said arrivals:
DULVERTON (7PAKENHAM) KELVIN, HYACINTH, JAVELIN, 
SEAHAM, BEAUFORT, PALADIN, WHITEHAVEN, ST.MONANCE 
Greek Destroyer IERAX, Greek Destroyer SPETSAI, 

KLO, PETARD, FALK.
Departures: PAKENHAM, HERO, PALADIN,KELVIN, CLEOPATRA,
ARETHUSA, EURYALUS, JAVELIN, ORION, PETARD.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 06*j-3B/8 to Admty. C. in C. Med., (R)
F.O.C. Red Sea Force, N.O.I.C. Alexandria).

Enemy Units. P.C. and S. of 6 destroyers, 1 light cruiser
course 020° speed 12 knots. Position 37-50 N . ,
1 2m22 E»
(Aircraft Call Sign V9KH 08*1-8/8 to Hal Far).
P.C. and S. of enemy 38.03 N. , 12. 2*1 E. , C . , 005 
15 knots.
(Aircraft Call sign V9KH, 0930/8 to Hal Far).

8.11.19*4-2. 
Sunday.

Movements. Arrival 7th November SOUTHERN SEA, CUMBRAE,
(7MAGNET), L.C.Ts. 107,15*1, 106,120, departure 
7th November GLOXINIA,*CASTLETON, SOUTHERN SEA, 
IMHOFF, CROMER, BOSTON, VICTORIA II, REDWOOD, 

TREERN, SEVASTI, CROMARTY, S/T. MINEVER, L.C.Ts. 115, 138, 
M.Ls. 1028, 1032.
(S. 0. (I ) Alexandria, 0927/8 to Admty. C. in C. Med).

Departures BURRA, SOUTHERN ISLE#, ROMEO, B.D.V. BARFORD. 
(N.O.I.C. Haifa, 1901B/8 to Admty. C. in C. Med).

aT ^ golo
torpedoed.

3 'it̂

One torpedo hit on 6 inch cruiser. At 12*i-5A 
probably stopped inside smoke screen position 
038° l*i’ N . , 012° *a* E. All torpedoes 
expended intend returning through Q B B 255 
daylight 9th.
fP.i+6 1023A/8 to Capt. (s) 10, C. in C. X.F. , „
(R) C. in C. Mediterranean).

Cositrep No. 9. Ref. Cositrep 586 part 2. Para. 6.
587 Part 2, Photographs of Tobruk 7/11 show medium size
Air. merchant vessel burning following B. 17 attack

6/11.
(C. in C. M.E. 1125 G.M.T./8).

OSSAG My 1020C/1 para. C. (Re 03SAG entering Black
Sea and putting back to Bosphorus) Report B.*i 
OSSAG put back owing to refusal of 5 members of

German crew to proceed to Constanza.
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 11560/8 to S.O.(l) Med).

CLYDE Following is a repetition of my H*l5/8th (begins)
N.C.X.F. Capt. (S) 8th S.F. CLYDE (R)
C. in C. Med., F.O.C.N.A., Capt. (S) 1, Capt.
(S) 10, S.O. Force H . , submarines on patrol, 
from N.O.I.C. Malta.

/N.C.X.F. ’s...
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CLYDE.C ontd .

M e d ite r ra n e a n —
N.C. X. F ’s 1 1 3 8 A /6 th . I n te n d  to  s a i l  CLYDE f o r  G i b r a l t a r  p .m . / 9 t h  November r o u te d  as  f o l lo w s .

, P a ssa g e  th ro u g h  Q B B 255 a s  i n  C ap t. (S )  10i—  - Memoranda S A M  d a te d  1 s t  November 19k2 ( h e ld
by F .O .C .N .A .) th e n  th ro u g h  (1 ) 038° 00* 001° 1+1+' (2 )  038° 2 0 ’ , 010° 2 0 ' (3 )  037° 5 3 ’ , 0 0 8 fa 0 0 ’ a t  2100A/11th e n c e  a s  o rd e re d  by C a p t. S .8 .  D a ily  ad v ance  165 . CLYDE h o ld s  copy  o f  TON 1+ and ’'Torch** (s ) ,c a r r i e s  s a lv o e s  two m ark (2 )  to r p e d o e s ,  ( e n d s ) .

(N .O .I .C . M a lta , 1159A/8 to  C a p t. S .8 ) .

P .2 2 1 , R e f. C a p t. (s) 8 th  131+2A/7. In te n d  d i s p e r s i n gP.1+5, P .2 2 1 , P.1+5, P . 1+8 a s  f o l lo w s .  R ef. O p e ra t io nP.1+8. BS a p p e n d ix  one p a r a .  2 , in te n d  e s t a b l i s h i n g
l ... . x  p a t r o l  l i n e  by 0 6 0 0 A /l l th .  3 , 381+5, 0822 , 15 0 , 8

f  ’ 21+0, 30. C o n s id e r  t h i s  h a s  a d v a n ta g e  o f  c o v e r in gT o u lo n  B iz e r t a  l i n e ,  i n t e r c e p t i n g  U -b o a ts  bound C a g l i a r i  and f u r t h e r  o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  i n t e r c e p t i n g  I t a l i a n  u n i t s  w estb o u n d . O rd e rs  to  t h i s  e f f e c t  w i l l  be s i g n a l l e d  to  S/Ms a t  
1600/ 9t h  u n le s s  amended by you.(C a p t. S .1 0 . , 11+2 5 A /8 to  N .C .X .F . (R) C. i n  C. M ed., F .O .C .N .A ., V.A. M a lta , C a p t. (S ) 1 s t  C a p t. (S ) 8 th ) .

Enemy U n i t s .  P .C . and S . o f  one medium v e s s e l  (u n d e r  1 0 ,0 0 0to n s )  and 2 d e s t r o y e r s  36.1+0 N. , 23.1+0 E . , c o u rse  
135° 8 k n o ts .(A/C C/S AGSY, 1710B/8 t o  201 G roup).

C .S .1 5  My 05?l+ /8 th  t o  C .S . 15 o n ly . (N .T . i n  W .R .)Keep s team  a t  2-g- h o u rs  n o t i c e .  You w i l l  n o t  be r e q u i r e d  u n le s s  V ichy  d e c la r e  war i n  w hich  ca se  c lo s e  a rea  g iv e n  i n  my ll+ 5 2 /6 th  w ith o u t  ( ? f u r t h e r  
o r d e r s )  ro u te d  th ro u g h  (? 0 3 1 ° )  50* N . , 032° 0 0 ’ E. 031 50* N.030° 0 0 ' E. R ep o rt in te n d e d  (? S . o f  A) and m ovem ent(s) a f t e r  p a s s in g  l a t t e r  p o s i t i o n  to  e n a b le  a i r  p r o t e c t i o n  to  be a r ra n g e d  from  h e r e  w ith  201 N.C. Group and 252 Wing.
(C . i n  C. M ed., 1732B/8 to  C .S .1 5  (R) R.A. A le x a n d r ia  201 N.C. Group R.A. (D) M ed ., A i r  H .Q ., E g y p t, 250 W ing, 252 W ing).

M.A.Z. My 171+5B/7 (N .T . i n  W .R.) M.A. (?Z ) 8 w i l l  beO p e ra t io n s .  r e p e a te d  by M .T .B s. 260 and 268 to d a y  8t h  Novemb e r .  Amend p o s i t i o n  to  re a d  032° 1+1* 1+3” 026°2 3 ’ E. They w i l l  ( ? le a v e )  th e  p o s i t i o n  f o r  A le x a n d r ia  a b o u t 0800 November 9 th  a r r i v i n g  a b o u t 161+5. They h av e  b een  in fo rm ed  o f  R.A. A le x a n d r ia ,  1 1 3 6 /7  and (? 1 1 2 7 )B /8 th  (N .T . i n  W.R) ( C .C .F . , M ed., 171|DB/8 to  A .I.C -. 7 2 , C .S .1 5 ,R.N. Gen H. Q. , M .E .)

B lack  Sea (1 )  N av a l.( a )  R u s s ia n  and  German E -b o a ts  a c t i v e  a t t a c k i n g  s h ip s  s u p p ly in g  N o v o ro s s isk  f r o n t .(b )  November 2nd, 11 tu g s  to w in g  R u s s ia n  guns s a i l e d  f o r  C rim ea from  B o u rg as.
/ (c) . . .
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Black Sea. ( c )  Russians (corru p t group) 1+ 120 ton German
( ?submarines) at Ruse.
(d ) Reported that Bulgarian*torpedo boat 
DER2SKI sunk by mine near Varna at end o f  

September. (2 ) A ir . •* P/v- /fr/5/
(a ) 300 (corru p t group) enemy a ir c r a ft  observed on aerodromes 
o f  N.W. Caucasus. Tuapse and road Eastward h eav ily  bombed.
(b ) Russian bombers and Stormoviks a lso  a c tiv e  on Tuapse fr o n t . 
Shipping in  Crimea ports and Anapa a lso  bombed.
( c )  I ta lia n  Shear a ir c r a ft  carrying out A/S ( ?operations) 
from Zutphen (corru pt group) harbour.
(3 ) N ovorissisk . Russian R/C groups have been operating 
behind enemy l in e s .
(1+) Tuapse. P ierce Russian counter attacks beaten o f f .
(5 ) Passes now covered by 12 f t .  o f  snow and large sca le  
operations considered im possible ( ?tem porarily ).
(N.L.O. Black Sea, No T .0 .0 . Reed. 1825 /8 .)

REREUS. My 0007/7th. You should not report your
p o s it io n  i f  able to  comply with time at p o s it io n  
(1 ) and (2 ) and time o f  a rr iv a l at B eirut.
(Capt. S . l . , 1902B/8 to G.S. NEREUS).

TAKU. By dawn tomorrow p a tro l northerrmost approaches
to Candia.
(Capt. S . l . ,  1920B/8 to TAKU, (R) C. in  C.
Med., Capt. (S) 10, G. S/M NEREUS).

My 1920/8th. Endeavour to be 3 m iles south v/est o f  
C r is tia n i Island by noon. I f  unable to  comply p a tro l lin e  000° 
from Candia dive to northward during daylight.
(Capt. S . l . ,  2358B/8 to TAKU, (R) C. in  C. Med., Capt. (S) 10).

S itu ation  rep - Western Desert. Mersa Matruh cleared  o f  enemy 
o r t  No. 289* a .m ./8th  November. Sweepers due o f f  Port f i r s t  

lig h t  9th November. 2 L.C.Ts have completed 
unloading p e tro l on beaches c lo s e  East o f  
Mersa Matruh and others on th e ir  way.
Turkish DUMLUPINAR reported sunk by warship 
12i+0/6 in  01+1° 10' N ., 030° 01* E.
(C. in  C. Med., 1928B/8 to Admty).

1 .97 8 /11 . C.S.R. Night 7 /8th  November.
2250 hours. 1 Beaufighter airborne fo r  raids 
which turned back before  reaching Malta. 2 
Intruder Beaufighters p a tro lled  S.W. Coast o f  

S ic i ly .  ( ?0ne) m issing and the other shot down 1 <Ju. 88 in to  
sea south o f  G ranitola.
8th November. 0825 and 1230 hours. 20 S p it f ir e s  up fo r  several 
raids which turned back before  reaching Malta. In  add ition  18 
S p it f ir e  S orties  were made in  R/C p a tro ls  North o f  Island but n 
enemy shipping was sighted.
Harbours. Naples no important change since  6th November. 
Navarino no change since  6th November. Taranto Since 6th 
November h T/Bs and 2 S/Ms have l e f t .  Messina. No important 
change since 6th November. Palermo. Since 6th November 1 M/V 
Z+/5000 tons 1 au x ilia ry  1 tanker 5/6000 tons 1 D/R arrived .

Malta A ir 
Report.

/V is u a ls . . .
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Malta Air Visuals 1555 hours. Bizerta. 7 D/Rs 3 M/Vs
Report. 7/8000 tons 3 M/Vs 3/1+000 tons 20 small ships
Gontd. 1+00/2000 tons.

Cagliari. 051+5 hours 1 S/M five M/Vs 5000 tons 
1 M/V 3f000 tons.

Shipping at sea. Baltimore photographed 091+5 or 0925 hours 
227^ Marsala 19 miles 1 S/M course 185°.
Shipping at sea visuals 1530 hours Baltimore sighted 270°
Cape Bon 3 miles 1 D/F course 01+5° speed 25 knots. 061+7 hours 
152° Cape Carbonara 33 miles 2 masted schooner 150 tons course 
350° speed 6 knots.
Night 7/8th November.
5 Wellington eights carrying maximum flare despatched on 
reconnaissance for enemy shipping patrolled Gulf of Taranto 
Straits of Messina and Cavoli to Marettirao no enemy shipping 
sighted. 5 Wellingtons despatch to attack Elmas and 
Decimomannu aerodromes did not locate targets owing to thick 
ground haze. 12 Flares 8 500 lb. and 16 250 lb. bombs 
dropped in Cagliari area but no results were observed.
Day 8th November.
1 Spitfire, 1 Baltimore a.m. photo R/C Palermo,’’Regolo" class 
cruiser left. Baltimore photographed 0738 hours 300° Marsala 
5 miles ”Regolo’’ class C/R 6 D/Rs course 020° speed 12 knots. 
111+5 hours 350° Gape San Vito 5 miles submarine claims 1 hit 
with torpedo on C/R. 151+5 hours Spitfire found 090° Cape San 
Vito 1+ miles C/R emitting white smoke in tow by 1+ tugs with 
escort of 2 D/Rs and 2 T/Bs 7 Mas’s course 050° speed 2 knots. 
(A.H.Q., Malta, 2029/8).

Nice work. R/V with sweeper(s) at end of 
searched channel at 1025A/llth November. ■#' CLYDE 
sails at ll+00A/9th for Gibraltar routed through 
036° 18* 013° 33’ instead of position F thence 
as in V.A. Malta’s 1215A/10th October.
(Capt. S.10. , 201+0A/8 to P. 2+6).

G/939 8 November P.R. U. sortie 0/5^3 dated 8th 
November time 1100 hrs. shows
Genoa at 1200 hrs. additional damage seen throqgi 
out city and several small fires still burning. 
Small part of port obscured by cloud but since 

11+00 hrs. 7 November only change noted in shipping is internal 
movement of destroyer 320 ft. Positions of all other shipping 
over 200 ft. unchanged.
Toulon. At 1015 hrs. since 7 November only changes in 
shipping have been internal movements. "Suffron" class 8 inch 
cruiser left Dry dock and now alongside at Port Lagon-Bran 
jetties while one contre torpilleurleft dry dock and now at 
yards of F and C Med. Dry Dock occupied by battleship 
PROVENCE being flooded at time of photography. No other changes 
of any note in shipping since 7th November.
Marseilles since 8th July merchant shipping shows usual 
turnover but there is an increase of twelve M/Vs. over 250 ft. 
Only departures of note are three tankers 270, 380 and 500 ft. 
approx. Laid up shipping shows no significant change and all 
large liners and cargo liners still present.

P.1+6 
(Cruiser 
torpedoed.) 
ATTil jo  ZE&Oi-O.

3« y  3//.

P.R.U.
Italian
Ports.

/Etang de Berre...
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Etang de Berre. Laid up shipping in Etang de 
Berre practically unchanged apart from increase 
of one large tanker and two medium M/Vs. Eight 
tankers 400/550 ft. and ten M/Vs 250/450 ft. now 
present.
Marignane S.P.B. one Potez Cams 141 flying boat

present.
Berre. S.P.B. total of two Potez Cams 141 four Berguet Bizerte 
and twenty six medium A/C present.
Milan/Lenate Forlanini total of eleven large eighteen medium 
and seven small A/C present.
Milan/Bresso A/D thirty one large ten medium and twenty nine 
small A/C present.
Dieppe no change since 2 November and no shipping of any note 
present.
Orleans/Bricy A/D only part of'A/D photographed. Six Ju. 88 
and five F.W. 190 visible along S.E. perimeter.
(P.R.U. Benson, 2240/8 to Admty. etc).
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East Indies.
DEVON
CITY

02253.

Sailed DEVON CITY through (L) 010° 10' S 045° 20’ 
E#
(2} E.T.A. Kilindini 0500Z/11.
(3 ) Holds wireless call signs from S.P.02182 and

(4) Wireless watch 500 K/cs single operator period and 
auxiliary code A.M.S. routine.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez 0551Z/8 to C. in C. E.F. P.0. E.A. & Z. 
Admty. S.0.(1.) Capetown. S.0.(l.) Colombo. S. 0.̂ 1.) Kilindini.)

Enemy By D/F on 12700 K/cs at 1419Z/7 position of
Unit. unknown German unit was 008° S 104° E.

(C. in C. E.P. 0707Z/8 to S & A . , E.I. Stn.) 
W.D. Note; Attack on BENGAL, possibly by this 
enemy unit, see 11th Nov.

ENTERPRISE ENTERPRISE should arrive Durban a.m. 17th. Request 
she be sailed to U.K. on completion of boiler 
cleaning.
(C. in C. E.P. 0742X/8 to C. in C. S.A. (R)
Admty. etc.)

TEVIOTJ Concur your 1149Z/7. Local anti-submarine escort
BANK. for TEVIOTCBANK should be provided from Bombay

and Wednesday Island.
(C. in C. E.P. 0907Z/8 to P.O.C. Red Sea. Cdre. 
R.I.N. (R) Cdre. I.C. Aden. Admty. N.O.I.C. 
Massawa, P.0,I.C. Ceylon.)

Lieut. Cdr. H.H. Robson is to take command of 
CAPETOWN with rank of Acting Cdr. to date 8th Nov. 
vice Capt. James sick. CAPETOWN is to sail for 
Durban in accordance with my*1535/7 and your 

*0805/8. * < n  fcl W  >
(C. in C. E.P. 1514/8 to CAPETOWN.)

Your 1252C/8 (N.T. in W.D.) It is confirmed that 
the 4 slow ships are to be withdrawn from Combined 
convoy W.S.23/c.M.34 which is to sail as arranged 
escorted by DAUNTLESS and CARTHAGE.
(2) DAUNTLESS will be relieved by HAWKINS and will 

return to Durban to escort (?slow) convoy C.M.35.
(3) Request early reply to para 4 of my 0914Z 7th Nov.
(C. in C. E.P. 1607A/8 to N.O.I.C. Durban. (R) C. in C. S.A.)

ififiSAM British ship NIZAM reports enemy submarine in
U/B a 010° 0 4 ’ N 053° 111 E at 1705Z/8.

7  (C. in C. E.P. 1837Z/8 to S & A. E.I. Stn.)

CAPETOWN.

W.S. 23. 
C.M. 34 
C.M.35
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America and West Indies.
S.C.108. Your 2258/7 and my 2333/7. (? POLYANTHUS,

PRIMROSE) already detached to join S.G.108. 
Both have type 271. Visibility clear.
(C.T.U. 24.1.12 0047Z/8 to F.O.N.F. (R) O.T.U. 
24.18.3, Admty. etc.)

U/B G.E.S.F. in his 2140/7 informs as follows:
Positions. (Comnaveu 0145/8 to Admty.)

U/B. Coast watcher reports possible S/M in approx.
047° 53’ N. 055° 00' W. at 2345/7th, Bay D ’Espoir, 
charging batteries.
(C.O.A.G. 0321Z/8 to G.B.7A, C.T.F. 24.)

My 0321/8th. Correct position 047° 53’ N. 055° 50’ W. 
(C.O.A.G. 1236Z/8.)

U/B. Following from Eastern Air Command. Aircraft
sighted possibly wake of periscope in 49° 25’ N. 
64® 47* W. at 1150Z/7th.
(C.O.A.C. 0350Z/8 to G.B. 7 A.G. C.T.F.24.)

Trinidad reports U.S. Ship NATHANIEL HAWTHORN, 
British ship LINDENHALL ex T.A.G.19 torpedoed 
a.m. 7th in 011° 34’ N. 063® 26' W.
(S.O.(l) Kingston Jamaica 1131R/8 to Admty., 
S.B.N.O. W.A., B.A.D., N.S.H.Q.)

One lifeboat (35) survivors including Master and 
8 passengers ex WEST KETAR (7KEBAR intended) U.S. 
arrived Barbados 8th. Vessel torpedoed 014° 57’N. 
053° 37' W. 2215 G.M.T./29th Oct. Two lifeboats, 
four rafts, got away, one lifeboat and rafts 

missing, believed 20 survivors, three believed killed explosion. 
Two torpedoes hit intervals of 45 minutes, vessel seen sinking 
(group missing) shortly after second torpedo. Submarine reported 
to be small vessel 150 feet length painted gray, good condition, 
no number seen, 2 guns, 1 before 1 abaft, c/ t smaller calibre 
than 4 inch. Crew German, C.O. believed rank of Senior Lieut, 
who informed Master that he had seen a tanker in vicinity.
They consider this indicates tanker also attacked. All C.Bs 
thrown overboard weighted iron box, no possibility of compromise. 
Very faint blue light observed glowing and waning at extremity 
of an antenna whilst Master on board submarine, on being noticed 
by C.O. this was apparently extinguished.
(Harbour Master, Barbados 1131/8, 1502/10 to Admty. (R) S.O.(I) 
Jamaica, B.S.N.O. Trinidad.)

T.A.G.19,
2 ships 
torpedoed.

WEST KEBAR 
(torpedoed 
29/10)

/Trawlers ...
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Trawlers for Cape Area.

America and ¥/est Indies— „ /T
Sailed H.M. Trawlers HERTFORDSHIRE, LE TIG£8,CAPS WARWICK, LADY ELSA, LADY ROSEMARY, by direct 
coastal route to Pernambuco to coal, thence by
direct route to Freetown. E.T.A. Pernambuco 

2000Z/20th Nov., E.T.A. Freetown 2000Z/30th Nov. S. of A. 8 
knots to Pernambuco, 9 knots thereafter.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1212Q/8 to S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) N.O.B. Trinidad, Admty., B.A.D. etc.)

DRUMHELLER,
BURY. E.T.A. Halifax 0200Z/9th escorting BURY. Boiler hours. Weather report.

(DRUMHELLER 1315Z/8 to C.O.A.C.)

B.Y.M.S. Arrival B.Y.M.S. 15, 16, from New York. (N.O.I.C. Halifax N.S. 1401Z/8 to Admty. etc.)

Tankers at Aruba and 
Curacao.

B.S.N.O. Curacao 0925/26/9. Data sent by Curacao to Admiralty and yourself cannot be traced. Tracings and data sheets sent by 
Curacao to yourself only cannot be traced in Admiralty.

2. Request you will forward copies together with remarks asked 
for in my 1806/6/9 para 4 informing Admiralty by signal date of despatch.
(D.T.D. 1422A/8 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)

U/B
attacked. GANANOQUE reports^. 075 obtained contact and attacked in 049° 30' N. 064° 42' W. at 1455/8th. Saw torpedo.

(N.O.I.C. Gaspe 1523Z/8 to C.T.F. 24 (r ) Connav, 
Admty., C. in C. W.A., N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., C.O.A.C. C.T.G. 24.7.)
(C.O.A.C. 1552Z/8 to G.B.7. A.G.)

U/BPositions.
S/M estimate 8th Nov. and U.S. notice.
(Cominch 1615/8, 1616/8, 1650/8, 1651/8, 1652/8.)

B.Y.M.S.5. Your 2016Z/6 (re instructions to B.Y.M.S.5 to proceed direct to Londonderry) approved.
Suitable lettered positions on the great circle areto be included on the route signal. Request confirmation that your first sentence refers to B.Y.M.S.5. Understood that 

B.Y.M.S.5 was allocated Eastern Fleet.
(D.M.S. 1620A/8 to B.A.D., (R) F.O.N.F.)
Reply: B.A.M.R. 1414/10.

Spanish shipping.
S.B.N.O. Trinidad 0943/6. This will commence 
today.(D.E.W.D. 1621A/8 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)
Your 0943/6. W.P.P.S. Signals addressed A.I.G. 
39 are being passed to you by Bermuda W/T. 
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 1603Z/8 to S.B.N.O. Trinidad.)

/B.Y.M.S.2 ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies. - contd.
B.Y.M.S.2. My noon position 052° 00’ N. 040° 11* W. course

240° speed 4 knots.
(B.Y.M.S.2. 1700Z/8 to F.O.N.F.)

U/Bs. Following received from SCEBELI (BPBB) (? 2)
vessels "believed to "be S/Ms sighted 0506 46’ N. 
044° 54’ W. 1520 (7G.M.T.) 8th Nov.
(N.O.I.C. St. Johns N.F. 1715/8 to Admty.)

CAPO OLMO SS CAPO OLMO (Br.) torpedoed 0940 G.M.T/8 in
torpedoed. 10° 52' N. 61° 00’ W. Reached Port of Spain

under own steam. No casualties. Submarine 
not seen.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1742Q/8 to S.O.I. Jamaica.) 

N.O.I.G. Trinidad's 1742Q/8th passed to you.
(S.0^10 Kingston, Jamaica 0025R/9 to Admty., S.B.N.O.W.A. 
B.A.D.) 9

i iNIZAM
"S” Report.

From NIZAM SSSS 10.04 N. 53.11 E. NIZAM 
Submarine 1705/8, 1708/8.
(EMPIRE BARRIE (BDRD) Via Portiahead Radio 
No T.0.0/8 to Admty.)

Special 
u /b Estimate.

C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1901/8 to Admty. 
See Operation "Torch” .

Y.M.S.33. Departure 8th Nov.,U.S. Warship Y.M.S.33,y*r*
Trinidad.
(Harbourmaster Barbados 1907/8 to Admty.)

—  Sub. attack— ^Para A. LA CORDILLERA torpedoed, sunk 12.52 N.
- & sighting v 58 W. 1600Z/5. CAPO OLMO torpedoed 10.56 N.

summary. 7 61.14 W. 1030Z/8. Sub.sighted on surface
05 N. 52 W. 1440Z/7 course E. Para. B.
Attack at 1150Z/2 October. My 2159/2 October, 

survivor indicates Sub. on bottom 150 feet. Possibly Unit 
(u )515. Two black oak leaves starboard side conning tower, 
further details in Serial.
Para. C. RED DEER attacks sub. contact 47.51 N. 63.50 W. 2200Z/7. 
VAN FINSBERGEN sub contact 12.32, 70.28 W. 1600/7. Sub. sighted 
11.55, 63.18 W. 1225Z/8, 11 N. 59.15 W. 1405Z/8. ^Q.0.75 
attacks torpedo and sound contact 49.30 N. 64.42 W# 1455Z/8. 
(Cominch 1932/8 to Admty., for O.I.C.) * L—  /*/,

^>LA CORDILLERA. Twenty survivors Of British SS LA CORDILLERA,
torpedoed 5th Nov. landed here 7th Nov.
(Governor Barbados (Sir G. Bushe) No T.0.0./8 
to S. of S. for Colonies.)

/U/B ...
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America and West Indies - contd.
U/B. Intercept 2012 G.M.T. submarine sighted entrance

Hudson Straights V VAW.
(Halifax W/T 2047Z/8 to All Ships Area 7A,
G.T. Force 24 etc.)

U/B Request information whether attacks on U-Boats by
Assessments. aircraft of R.C.A.F. are being assessed in

accordance with my 1916B/9th July.
(D.A/S.W. 2124A/8 toN.S.H.Q.)

U/B. Following from Resolution Island (begins) 2000
G.M.T. following from an American Warship sub. 
reported sighted entrance Hudson Straits, (Ends). 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 2207Z/8 to Admty., (R) C.O.A.C., 
F.O.N.F., Opnav, G.T.F. 24.)

HOLMPARK 49 Survivors HOLMPARK torpedoed 13° N. 047° W.
torpedoed. One killed. Further details follow.

(B.R.O. Saint Lucia 2240Q/8 to C.C.S.F. (r ) 
Admty. etc. as amended 1440(^9, 1154Q/10.)

U/B Following is G.G.S.F’s 081958 giving 0800Q/09
Positions. submarine estimates.

(ComnaveO 2335/8 to Admty.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Situation. Digest Serial No.289 Nov. 6th.

1 large destroyer, 2 medium merchant vessels 
sighted 5 miles off Cape St. George (New Ireland) 

afternoon 6/11 course 110°.
2. 1 destroyer, 1 5000 ton merchant vessel reported Buka 
passage morning 5/11.
3. Enemy resisting strongly on high ground near Oivl from well 
prepared positions supported by mountain gun mortars and L.M.Gs.
4. Nil sightings Lae Salamauaarea morning 5/11 but additional 
damage to Salamaua township evident.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 0517Z/8 to Admty. etc.)

Movements. U.S. Transport TASMAN arrived Fall River 6th 
Nov. U.S. store ship GOLDW STAR arrived 
Melbourne 7th.
(N.B. Melbourne 0839Z/8 to Admty. Connav.)

/Departure ...



War Diary.

Movements 
(contd.)

MOST SECRET.

321
8.11.1942. 
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand^̂ j-ft/iT-/
Departure Noumea 1900Z/7th U.S. ship ALHENA in 
tovr of U.S. ship SONOMA escorted by U.S. ship 
P.C. 479, E.T.A. 20th Nov.
L. 027° 00’ S. 166° 25' E.
M. 030° 10' S. 160° 00' E.
N. 032° 20' S. 155° 00’ speed of advance 5 knots.
Arrivals Auckland 2117Z/7th U.S. ship SOLACE.
0058Z/8th U.S. Destroyer NICHOLAS.
(S.O^t^ Wellington 1253/8 to Admty.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN. 

Submarines Reported.
Estimates at 1300A/8, indefinite. 
(D.D.I.C. 1465A/8, 1501A/8.)



1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows;-

ID ME COMMANDS 
(Claes ifiGation 
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Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East Indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e.g, when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary; the dates given in brackets are those on 
which the series held by War Diary commences;-

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(1 September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (l July 1941, No.222)

(g) pally Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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Operation 
P. B.

9.11.1942.
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
A report from Stockholm graded A.2 states that 
an Enemy Warship passed southbound through the 
Sound at 0915 today. It is thought that this 
may be SCHEER returning to the Baltic.

A recently laid enemy defensive minefield to 
the N.E. of Dunkirk was located today by 

M.A/S.Bs 23 and 31, and further mines near the 
Outer Ruytingen Shoal were sighted by a/C.
Our Coastal Forces’ activity will therefore be 
further restricted in this area; but efforts 
are being made to establish a gap between 
Q.Z.X. 788 and 797.

A large escorted enemy merchant vessel which 
left Boulogne at 1840 was shelled by oar coast 
artillery, but without causing any damage so far 
as is known. The enemy batteries retaliated 
and caused some slight damage and casualties.

M. T.Bs from Mantis attacked part of an escorted 
enemy convoy of 8 merchant ships about 20 miles
N. N.W. of Terschelling at 2215 and torpedoed 
one 5000 ton tanker and possibly hit 2 other 
ships. The escorts opened heavy but ineffective 
fire and continued to fire at one another for 
some time after our M.T.Bs withdrew.

Convoy F.N$61 was attacked by E-boats soon after 
2130 today off Lowestoft. SS FIDELIO was 
torpedoed and sunk and SS WANDLE was damaged 
and towed to Yarmouth Roads. At this time 
Convoy F.N,Sr61 had 3 more destroyers forming 
additional escort. All subsequent attacks were 
beaten off and several E-boats are known to 
have been damaged. V-u-

An unidentified ship made S 0 S at 0945 today 
about 50 miles W.S.V/. of Cape Kanin.

S.B.N.O. North Russia asks that a balloon depot 
may be established in Kola Inlet, as ships there 
are very exposed to dive bombing attacks.

Twelve Bostons with fighter cover attacked the 
8700 ton NEUMARK raider at Le Havre this 
afternoon and report one direct hit.

55 aircraft out of 70 detailed laid mines 
successfully off Brest, St. Hasaire, Lories*. 
Gironde, and the German and Danish coasts last 
night. /A • • •
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9.11.1942.
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands - contd.
A concentration of R-Boats was reported at 
Dunkirk on 4th November, and, as suspected, 
further defensive minelaying by the enemy has 
been discovered northeast of Dunkirk.

Operation “Torch”.

It is reported that the French are apparently 
blocking the entrance to Bizerta.

The Italian battleship VITTORIO V2NET0 is 
reported to have been sighted and attacked off 
Algiers a.m. today.

Force Q was ordered to leave patrol and proceed 
to Gibraltar today, to arrive a.m./ll. After 
fuelling, the force is to sail for the U.K.

C.S.10 in SHEFFIELD was to have left Force 0 
p.m. today to proceed on Operation ’’Perpetual" 
(assault on Bougie and Jidjelli.) The 
operation was, however, postponed 24 hours on 
account of bad weather.

VERITY (Gibraltar Escort Force) attacked a S/M 
at 2325Z in 36° 26' N. 2° 4' W. and considers it 
probably destroyed.

U.S. EXCELLffR was slightly damaged by near miss 
in air attack today.

Jntil this afternoon the Malta air strike was kept 
Ln hand to cover "Torch" against surface threat.
■n view of the satisfactory progress of the Operation A.O.C. Malta intends from tomorrow to 
jmploy the air strike at his discretion agains 
Important merchant shipping proceeding ^o Libya. 
Tripoli or Tunisia when this can be done without 
prejudice to the safety of convoys.

/Eastern ...

J
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SITUATION REPORT.

Eastern
Force.

Operation "Torch.”
A submarine fired a torpedo into one of the 
anchorages last night, but no damage was caused.

i

BROKE, which was damaged in the assault on 
Algiers yesterday was taken in tow by ZETLAND 
early this morning in 37° 13’ N. 1° 32* W.
but sank at 1946 today in 37° O' N. 0° 40' E.

>5£ tj ^

N.C.E.N.T.F. reported at 1527 that Algiers was 
occupied and all ships were entering the bay and 
will be berthed inside the harbour as far as 
facilities permit. The French are co-operating. 
No mines have been found, there were several small 
air raids at dusk and dawn: the destroyer 
COWDRAY was disabled by an aerial torpedo and had 
to be abandoned, auxiliary A/A ship PALOMARES was 
damaged by bombing, and U.S. transport LEEDSTOWN, 
which was damaged yesterday was torpedoed by a 
U-Boat south west of Cape Matifou p.m. today, 
and beached or sunk: loss of life was light, 
but 90$> of her cargo was lost. U.S.O. EXCELLER 
has minor bomb damage and has a high percentage 
of her landing craft wrecked.

The R.A.F. provided fighter protection over 
shipping in Algiers Bay from 2014Z today.

^  Centre 9 Force.
Resistance continued at Oran, and the port could 
not be used today, in spite of bombardment by 
RODNEY of Fort Santon, whose fire prevents the 
use of the port. All assault forces were ashore 
by the evening. AURORA and JAMAICA engaged two 
eneiry destroyers off the port this morning, one 
of which was set on fire and beached and the 
other returned to Oran damaged.

Western
Force.

Resistance continued all day in the Casablanca 
area. The French battleship^JEAN BART has been 
gutted by fire and several French destroyers_ 
in the area are badly damaged. By the evening 
resistance was slackening. At Safi, a freighter 
disembarked tanks at the docks today. At Fedala 
the population is friendly and pleased at the
landing. *

i
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It is reported from Santander that a submarine 
left the port at 1600 yesterday and was met off 
the coast by 4 German warships and several 
aircraft. It is assumed that this is the 
Italian U-Boat which has been repairing damage 
at Santander for several weeks.

South Atlantic.
Eastern Fleet destroyers lent to South Atlantic 
and corvettes available have been organised into 
division of South Atlantic escort forces and 
are divided between Capetown and Durban. It 
has not been possible to organise group sailings 
as yet but it is hoped to do so on arrival, of 
A/S trawlers. Meanwhile escort forces are given 
particular tasks and are not merely patrolling 
an area. The tasks have included escort of 
W.S.23 and other ships and searching for 
survivors.

In view of the shortage of cruisers in the 
South Atlantic and West Africa area C. in C. S.A. 
arranged (10th Nov) with Comsolant to employ 
DESPATCH and when available DIOMEDE (refitting 
at Rosyth) in the Freetown area as anti-raider 
and/or blockade runner patrols.

A.M.C. ASTURIAS and corvette AMARANTHUS left 
Freetown p.m. today, to patrol to the northward 
of Ascension.

SS ORION reported being torpedoed and gunned at 
2204 G.M.T. in 35° 58’ S. 26° 37' E. (240 miles 
west of Lourenco Marques). The ship, however, 
was definitely identified by aircraft at 0623C/10 
in 36° 23’ S. 26° 21' E. speed 10 knots and 
apparently unharmed.

U.S. MARCUS WHITMAN was torpedoed at 2315 today in 
6° 5' S. 32° 41’ W. (? 32° 45’ W.) (about 150 
miles E. of Natal, Brazil.)

SS ANDREAS is reported to have been sunk at 2215 
G.M.T./4 in 2° S. 30° 30’ W. by a U-Boat.
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Mediterranean.

A French source reports that 8 or 9 survivors from 
a German U-hoat landed at Nemours about 1100Z/6 
and were subsequently taken to Oran.

The minesweeper CROMER was blown up and sunk by 
a mine in 17° Mersa Matruh 5 miles at 1715 today. 
(*/.*£ V, 2J . / i C . )

It is reported that 40 German aircraft have landed 
at an aerodrome near Tunis.

East Indies.

Six U.S. B.24s bombed Rangoon today and damaged 
the main docks and warehouses.

America and West Indies.

SS SOUTH AFRICA was torpedoed and set on fire by a 
submarine about 1412 today in 24° 30* N. 46° 28' W.

SS NIDARLAND was torpedoed and sunk in 11° 41' N. 
60® 42' W. at 1200Z today.

Australia and New Zealand.

A direct hit with a 500 lb. bomb was obtained on a 
5000 ton merchant ship near Cape St. George (New 
Zealand) this afternoon; the vessel was severely 
damaged and was beached.

SS EDGAR ALLEN POE is reported to have been 
torpedoed today and towed to Noumea.
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Policy.
Your 1159A/8. Concur transfer to deal with 
immediate pressing situation. This will 
practically denude my command of seagoing A/S 
ships. Consider these trawlers should be 
returned as soon as situation permits.
KINGSTON AMBER and KINGSTON AGATE now refitted 

are not suitable owing to lack of endurance and are urgently 
required for escort duty to and from Faroes.
(A.C.O.S., 1058A/9 to Admty.)
C. in C. W.A. 1912/7. Under the present exceptional 
conditions I concur in this proposed movement.
2. In view of extreme shortage of cruisers it is most necessary 
that air R/C and striking forces should be available at short notice.
(C. in C. H. F. , 1524A/9 to Admty.)

Atlantic 
Convoy 
Rescue 
Trawlers.

CASTLETON. C. in C. Rosyth's 1550A/8. I concur. If
approved propose to arrange direct with C. in C. 
Rosyth periods for which CASTLETON should be 
lent for East Coast convoy duties.
(A.C.O.S., 1230/9 to Admty., R.A.M.)
Your 1230/9. Approved.
(D.0.D.(H.), 2001A/9 to A.C.O.S.)

Search of A.M. 12557^/6^ Nov. Request information
Eire Ships. whether concessions to Eire Cattle Boats and 

ships with perishable cargoes referred to in 
para. 2 of my 2876/441/35 of 3rd December 1941, 
A.L.M.018913 of 19th January 1942, and A.M. 
1693B/30/4/42 are to be regarded as cancelled. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1533A/9 to Admty.)

PRINCE
LEOPOLD.

M.T.Bs for 
Lerwick.

Movements.
Cancel my 2225A/8. Continue voyage to Portsmouth 
but do not proceed East of 3° 39’ W. before 
1045. Do not overtake eestbound sweepers before 
latter pass 3° 39' W. Paravanes to be run when 
east of 4° W.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0105A/9 to PRINCE LEOPOLD.)

/t> ̂ 7*My 1225a/ 8 sailed.
(N.O.I.C. Invergordon, 0749/9.)
Your 0749/9. Arrived Scape for shelter 1249/9. 
(A.C.O.S., 1519/9 to N.O.I.C. Invergordon.)

CELIA. Your 1625/8 as amended by your 0725/9. Final
destination of CELIA is Scapa and not Iceland. 
Admty. 1821/3/10 refers.
(A.C.O.S., 1054A/9 to N.O.I.C. Newcastle-on-Tyne.)

/Your ...
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Movements., c~r-̂  /7.-_
CELIA. Your 1625/8.
(Contd.) CELIA is to proceed to Port Edgar and subse

quently to WESTERN ISLES for working up before 
joining 17th Trawler Group at Scapa.
(D.M.S. , 1215A/9 to P.O.I.C. Tyne.)

Intend to sail CELIA to Methil for onward routeing to Port 
Edgar in accordance with Admiralty's 1215/9 0700 tomorrow. 
E.T.A. Methil 1800/10.
(P.O.I.C. Tyne, 1645/9.)

A.P.D. 18. A.P.D.18 is expected off Milford Haven a.m.
13th. P.C.74 will be required to escort from
Milford Haven to vicinity of Holyhead and 2 

trawlers from Belfast from Milford Haven to destination. 
Request you arrange R/V and detail ships accordingly.

(C. in C. W.A., 1055A/9 to N.U.I.C. Belfast, Milford
Haven.)
C. in C. Plymouth 1421/8 and my 1055/9. N.O.I.C. 

Milford Haven is to arrange to take over sweep and sweep 
through Irish Sea. N.O.I.C. Greenock is to arrange with 
N.O.I.C. Milford Haven to take over sweep at point mutually 
agreed to and sweep to Corpach.

(C. in C. W.A., 1057A/9.)
C. in C. Portsmouth’s 1222A/9. Intend sailing NEIL 

SMITH and T.R. PERRENS at 1045/10 to R/V with A.P.D.18 at 
Western edge of Q.Z.X.766 at 1430/10 and then sweep ahead 
until relieved at junction of Q.Z.S. 293 and 382 by BILSDEAN 
and BRECON CASTLE from Portland. NELL SMITH and T.R. PERRENS 
then return to Portland. Codeword for NEIL SMITH and T.R. 
PERRENS to R/V "Meadow", thence "Jovial".

(P.O.I.C. Portland, 1447A/9.)

AJAX, Your 1024A/8. Arrived.
MONTROSE, (A.C.O.S., 1316/9 to C. in C. Nore.)
HOLDERNESS.

H. 33. Intend to sail H.33 escorted by SARDONYX from
Rothesay at 1700A/10 to arrive Lough Poyle Buoy 
at 0600A/11. Thence as ordered by N.O.I.C. 
Londonderry.
(Capt. S.7, 1426A/9.)

FIDELITY.

TORBAY.

A.M. 1654A/30/9.
Intend to sail FIDELITY with convoy P.W.246 
on 10th November to off Milford Haven and thence 
independently to Loch Broom.
(2) Route.* E.T.A. a.m, 15th November.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1533A/9.)* Speed after 
leaving convoy 8^ knots.
Your 1612/7. Holy Loch on completion of R.D.P. trials.
(F.O.S., 1904A/9 to C. in C. Plymouth.)



MOST SECRET

9 11 194.9
War Diary. Monday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Patrols. My 1100A/8. ’’Device'* returned 0724/9.

(F.O.I.C. Portland, 0747/9.)
M.G.B.612 returned at 0338.
(P.O.I.G. Gt. Yarmouth, 0755A/9.)

Patrols tonight. A. GATTISTOCK. B. CAMPBELL. 1. HAMBLEDON.
2. WALPOLE. 3. COTTESMORE. 4. MENDIP. 5. KITTIWAKE.
6. SHELDRAKE.

(C. in C. Nore, 0942A/9.)
Weather permitting carry out following operations tonight.

(1) 51st M.L. Flotilla operation Q.L.(5), supporting force 8th
M. G.B. Flotilla proceeding to vicinity 52° 10’ N. 3° 00’ E. 
ahead of M.Ls and rejoining if no E-Boat contact has been made.
(2) One unit M.T.Bs between Kwinte Bank Buoy and Wielingen 
Channel. Possibility of M.V. moving eastward during night.

(C. in C. Nore, 1124A/9 to BEEHIVE.)
!-----;> Tonight M.T.Bs 55 (S.O.), 54, 56. M.G.Bs 611, 615 proceed

to patrol 50° 05' N. 01® 40’ W. and thence carry out sweeps of 
coast between Cap Barfleur and Cap de la Hague.
Pass Needles outward at 1815 and inward at 0745.
Return to St. Helens if unsuitable weather. Codeword ’’Cadger” . 

— /M.Ls 123, 246 from Portland patrolling latitude 50® 20' N.
between 02® 10' W. and 01® 35' W.

— >CH0&S£Ufl$ 15 and 10 patrolling off E.A.5 buoy.
Attention is called to C. in C. Portsmouth 1400/30th September 
to HORNET.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1147A/9 to HORNET.)
>Intend M.Ls 123 (S.O.) and 246 to patrol on lat. 50® 20'N. between lv 35' if. and 2® 10’ W. tonight.

Leaving Weymouth at 1930 and patrol line at dawn. Codeword 
"Advent” .

(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1208A/9.)
M.L. patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.Ls 153 (S.O.), and 195.
3. Patrol, 7 miles either side of 130® Start 20 miles.
4. object, to intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. Own. :**P. 556 escorted^MANGROVE sails Plymouth
1600/9 and proceeds on convoy route to Portsmouth, estimated 
speed 10 knots. M.G.B.318 sailing Dartmouth at 1700/9 to 
southward. **■ t-— *-
Enemy. E-Boats may work from Guernsey or Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Proceed at 1730 today and, passing through 
180® Start 4 and 180® Start 13' proceed to patrol. Leave 
patrol at daylight 10th and return to Dartmouth passing 
through same positions.
7. Codeword "Obstacle".

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1529A/9 and 1535/9.)
----- ^M.T.Bs 55, 54, 56 M.G.Bs 611, 615 patrolling to southward,
passing Needles at 1815/9 and 0745/10.

— ^M.Ls 123, 246 patrolling 15 miles south of Anvil Point, E.T.D. 
Weymouth 1930/9, E.T.R. 0830/10. 

y CHASSEURS 15 and 10 patrolling near E.A.5 Buoy.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1616A/9.)
Departures M.Ls 110, 106, 100, 105, M.G.Bs 65, 60, 80,

79, 81, M.T.Bs 32, 34, 69.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1731A/9.)
M.Ls 450 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and North East Spit Buoys, E.T.D. 1810, E.T.R, 0750/10.
M.Ls 139 and 143 at C.l Buoy.M.L.102, M.G.Bs 329 and 324 and R.201 leave D Buoy southwards, 
E.T.D. 1845, E.T.R. D Buoy 0200/20, E.T.R. Dover 0430/10.

(V,A. Dover, 1735A/9.)
/Operation ...
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O p e r a t i o n s . -  C o n td .

A .M . 1 5 3 9 /8 .
I am v e r y  g r a t e f u l  t o  T h e i r  L o r d s h i p s  f o r  t h e i r  
a p p r e c i a t i o n  o f  t h e  e f f o r t s  made b y  a l l  
c o n c e r n e d  i n  my command, t o  c a r r y  o u t  s u c c e s s 

f u l l y  t h e  p r e l i m i n a r y  s t a g e s  o f  t h i s  im p o r t a n t  o p e r a t i o n .  I  
have c o n v e y e d  t h e  s e n s e  o f  T h e i r  L o r d s h ip ls  m essag e  t o  t h e  
p e r s o n n e l  c o n c e r n e d ,  w h ic h  w i l l  I  know , s e r v e  as  an ad d ed  
i n c e n t i v e  t o  them  t o  s p a r e  no  e f f o r t  i n  p r o s e c u t i n g  th e  
s u c c e e d i n g  p h a s e s  t o  a s u c c e s s f u l  c o n c l u s i o n .

(C .  i n  G. W .A . , 1 2 0 5 A /9  t o  A d m t y . )
P a s s  t o  N .G .S .O s .

S p e c i a l  C h a r ts  i n  E n v e lo p e  TON 1 f o r  i s s u e  t o  M erch a n t  S h ip s  
may now b e  o p e n e d .

( D . T . D . , 1 2 4 5 A /9  t o  F . O . I . C .  G r e e n o c k ,  L i v e r p o o l ,  C a r d i f f ,
M i l f o r d  H a v e n .)

O p e r a t i o n  
• 'Torch* '.

A l l i e d  A i r  A c t i v i t y .

THUNDERBOLT, F .O .S .  1 4 4 6 A /7  and TITANIA* s 0 7 5 0 A /8 .  R e q u e s t  
UNBEATEN. f i g h t e r  c o - o p e r a t i o n  f o r  p a s s a g e  d e s c r i b e d .

S p e e d  11 k n o t s .  A l s o  f o r  r e t u r n  p a s s a g e  f r o m  
180 °  B i s h o p  R o c k  10 m i l e s  t o  C ly d e  e s c o r t i n g  
UNBEATEN. E .T .D .  1 7 0 0 A /1 2 .  E .T .A .  1 7 0 0 A /1 4 .  
( C a p t .  S . 3 ,  1 0 0 5 A /9  t o  N . O . I . C .  G l a s g o w . )

Bom ber On d a y  8 t h  N ovem ber 55 A /C  l a i d  m in e s .
Command ( H .Q .B .C .  , 1 2 3 0 A / 9 . )
o p e r a t i o n s .

B om bing I n s t i t u t e  s u r f a c e  v e s s e l  bom b in g  r e s t r i c t i o n s
r e s t r i c t i o n s ,  f r o m  1 4 0 0 /9  u n t i l  1 4 0 0 / l 3 t h  N o v .  i n  an a r e a

b ou n d ed  o n  t h e  N o r t h  b y  a l i n e  j o i n i n g  W  7348 -  
VX 0 7 4 0 ,  on  th e  E a s t  VX 1336 -  AH 3450 t h e n c e  
t o  F r e n c h  c o a s t  a t  AO 7 6 3 6 ,  on  t h e  S o u t h  AO 
7636  -  AM 7 4 4 5 ,  on t h e  W est W  7348  -  AM 7 4 4 5 . 
(H .Q .F .C .  , 1 6 0 0 A /9  t o  H .Q . 10 G r o u p . )

Enemy A i r  A c t i v i t y .

I c e l a n d .  One F .W . s i g h t e d  o v e r  e n t r a n c e  t o  S e i d i s f j o r d
a t  1 0 5 0 /9 ,  c o u r s e  S o u t h .
( A . C . I . C . ,  1 3 3 3 A / 9 . )
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Mining.
Lyme Bay Cancel my 1711/8. Intend to sail BEN URIE and
sweeps. LOCH PARK at 0730/9 sweeping from Dart Buoy to

180° Start Point 4 miles and returning to Dart 
Buoy, thence steaming to Portland. Codeword 
"Ounce".

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 0024/9.)
My 1157A/8. "Ounce VI" sailed 0728/9.
(P.O.I.C. Portland, 0751/9.)

Intend to carry out as follows. 
(R.A.M., 1200A/9.)
See Lion Copy.

Since 4th November when a concentration of 
R-Boats was reported at Dunkirk it has been 
suspected that enemy would lay further defensive 
minefields, and night patrols by Albacore of 
841 Squadron have been flown N.E. of Dunkirk in 

area not covered by shore R.D.F. when weather permitted.
Today opportunity of calm water has been taken to explore 
probable area at slack water, and M.A/S.B. 23 and 31 have 
located two lines of mines on the surface between 115° North 
Foreland 15 and 095° North Foreland 21. They report ’V' buoy 
is missing. Further search will be made tomorrow if weather 
permits to determine southwest limit of these mines and 
delineate gap which may exist between it and Q.Z.X.788.
Jim Crow aircraft also sighted mines thought to be near outer 
Ruytingen Shoal and this area will be further investigated by 
aircraft. Coastal Forces activity is therefore further 
restricted but efforts are being made to establish gap between 
Q.Z.X.788 and 797 by M.L.206 and 204 and M.A/s.Bs. Low 
visibility as well as calm water is however necessary to cover 
operations and progress is slow. This area unlike that at *V’ 
buoy is within R.D.F. range so that any necessary operation 
to close this gap will be observed.
(V.A. Dover, 1840A/9 to Admty.)

Operation 
S.N. 17A.

Enemy 
mines off 
Dunkirk.

Enemy Intelligence.
Enemy warship believed NtfRNBERG or LEIPZIG having 
one funnel and one three-gun turret forward and 
possibly two aft passed Helsingborg southbound 
at 0915 today November 9th. Vessel was escorted 
by 3 large destroyers GALSTSR or BfilTZfitf-class, 
and 4 auxiliaries. Graded A.2.

(N.A. Stockholm, 1306/9 to Admty.)
O.I.C. Comment: LEIKIG and NtJRNBERG are not thought to have
been out of the Baltic recently.
If this ship had only one triple turret aft, the description 
would fit ADMIRAL SCHEER (last seen in Trondheim area on 5th 
November 1942), which may be returning to the Baltic.

Enemy 
Warship 
in The 
Sound.

/La Pallice ...
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®  MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1200A/9th November IN

From R.A. M. MOST SECRET *>
' 1'u-bl. 1620

R.A.F. Cypher (1) by W/T.

Addressed Admiralty, C. in C. Rosyth, C. in C. Western 
Approaches, Repeated A.C.O.S. F.C. Subs..
C. in C. Home Fleet, H.M.S. ADVENTURE, Air 
Ministry, Whitehall, C.C.H.Q., F.C.H.Q.,
H.Q. No. 58 Group, H.Q. No. 14 Group.

IMPORTANT
Admiralty 1617A 7th November not to all 

addressees. Intend to carry out operation S N 17 A as 
follows :
(A) Surface mine field laid from south west to north east.
(D) H.M.S. ADVENTURE.
(E) Fighter protection is requested on return passage from 

0730A 12th November until westward of Pentland Firth. 
Initial rendezvous in position 056 degs 34 min north 
001 degs 50 min west.

(F) From position 056 degs 22 min 12u north 001 degs 
44 min 18!I west to position 056 degs 28 min north 
001 degs 37 min west.

(G) 1250A Wednesday November 11th.
(j) Direct to Pentland Firth thence by searched channel 

to nurber 23 buoy. Thence direct to start of lay.
(K) Outward passage

(i) 18 knots when to west of Dunnet Head.
(ii) 22 knots when to eastward of Dunnet Head.
Homeward passage.
(1) 22 knots when to eastward of Dunnot Head.
(2) Westward of Dunnet Head.
Not less than 15 knots while outside Minch.
As requisite when in Minches.

(L) 0630A (4) 12th November.
(N) (i) From end of lay direct to fix close northward of

25 buoy.
(ii)Thence by search channel to Pentland Firth. 
(iii)Westward of Dunnot Head courses as requisite to 

arrive at Port Z A as stated in (0).
(O) Port Z A 0730A Friday 13th November.
(W) 7 miles 15 knots.
(X) Mark XVII A/XVII 1 star set to 10 feet below chart 

datum.
(Y) 280 at density of 40 to the mile.
(Z) B N  and H D routine throughout.

1200-/9

V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S* (W)
N.A. 1st S.L. 
D.O.D. (F)(2) 
D.O.D.(H) (2) 
D.T.D. (2)

Advance copy Duty Capt. D.O.D.(H) 
D.T.D. (M) D.D.O.D. (M)
D.T.D. (C) D. of P. (2)
Hd. of M. O.C.S.C.
D.D.I.C. (2) D.M.S.
Hydrcg. 
D. of N. 
D. D.O.D.
D.C. (2)

(M)
D.A/S.W.
D.D.T.M,
C.C.O. (2) 
I.P.(2) W.D.
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Enemy Intelligence.. 4.^/5"-.
La Pall ice Ref. Form White Ste/WPR 1/7 Nov. 42, Sortie 
and Bordeaux S/632. Further examination shows at La Pallice 
on 7th Nov. in addition to Naval Unit 330 ft., a T.B. 280

ft. not reported, present alongside in Wet Dock. 
Former vessel may probably be Elbing class 

destroyer, but examination continuing.
Bordeaux. Vessel reported as 280 ft. T.B. now seen to be 
flush-decked escort vessel.
(R.A.F. Medmenham, 1846A/9.)

E-Boats. Suspected enemy E-Boat activity 210 FRB 5.
(MENDIP, 2128/9 to G. in C. Nore.)

SPAT,
ELSA

ESSBERGER.
Photos taken during attack on shipping in 
mouth of Gironde on 7th Nov. 1942, 1610 hours 
by Mosquito aircraft 105 Squadron show 
Sperrbrecher 430 ft. SPAT and M/V 475 ft. ELSA 
ESSBERGER M 25 both proceeding north. SPAT 
appears to have received direct hit aft of funnel. 
(R.A.F. Medmenhara, 2215A/9.)

U-Boats.
U-Boats By D/F at 1033Z, 1042Z, and 1137Z U-Boat may
reported. have reported T.A.28.

(D.D.I.C., 1336A/9 to T.A.28.)
R.A.F. Ludlow. Intercepted 2205 G.M.T. de 

CERION. S S S S. No further particulars.
(Burnham Radio, No T.0.0. to Admty., reed. 2345/9.)
209° Glass 3 SSSS.
(Gallon Head, 2322 G.M.T./9.)

Convoy Preliminary report of S.L.125.
S.L. 125. Convoy, consisting of 41 ships in 11 columns

sailed S.L. on October 16th.
Escort comprised 5 corvettes and 2 trawlers, 

soon reduced to 4 corvettes.
Commencing October 27th convoy was attacked four nights in 
succession. On the last 3 nights weather was bad.
In all 10 ships were torpedoed, 2 of which probably reached 
port. ’•Raspberry** was carried out several times without 
result. On the 30th October PETUNIA sighted U-Boat in the 
light from a burning ship and chased it between columns of 
convoy. U-Boat escaped by superior speed. Later PETUNIA 
did two promising attacks on a target giving H.E. RAMSEY was 
sent to reinforce the escort and, while Joining on 31st October, 
sighted 3 U-Boats at long range shead of convoy. These were 
chased away. No more attacks took place.
(Capt. D. Liverpool, 1559A/9.)
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Casualties and Defects.
OMEGA. Closed ship. Has boiler trouble. Will make

fast by daylight.
(SCHELDE, 0131A/9 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

P.556 escorted by MANGROVE is to sail at 1600 
today and proceed to Portsmouth to arrive 
Needles 0900/10.

Route via Q.Z.S. 278 to 180° Start 4 and route ’P ’, (J.Z.S.293 
and 284. Codeword "Plumb".
C'. in C. Plymouth, 0311A/9.)
P.0,S., 0746A/9 to Admty.)

P.556 and MANGROVE arrived 0100/9.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0829/9.)

P.556.

MISTRAL. My 1104A/7. MISTRAL further delayed.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 0936A/9.)

BRIGHTON. (A) Cancel my 1524A/4. n.r. W,2>,
(B) Intend to sail BRIGHTON to Newport for 
refit, passing Sleat Boom at 0900/11.
(C) P.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to arrange 
fighter protection.
(R.A.M., 1520/9.)

LEAMINGTON / t fS . W - ^  .Commodore Londonderry’s 1317A/9th. Amend my 
ivrrA-w>>1031/9. Destination now Scapa. Sailing 

delayed approximately 24 hours by defects 
developed on trials. E.T.A. Scapa a.m./11th 
or a.m./12th.
(N.O.I.C. Tees, 2138/9.)

Shipping and Convoys.
H.X.B. East section of convoy E.T.A. position P
213. 0315A/9th.

(C. in C. W.A., 0202A/9 to LEARING, KIRKELLA, 
KINGSTON BERYL.)

P.N.Convoy. F.N. convoy sailing delayed by fog.
(C. in C. Nore, 0839A/9 to LEWES, QUORN.)

Operation Your 1529/8. EMPIRE SKY and EMPIRE SCOTT have
P.B. been detained West of Bear Island.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 0947A/9 to Vs. 6.) 
SJ33T KENAN arriving. CAPE ARGONA apparently 

proceeding to Archangel,
(M/S. 6, 1107C/9 to S.B.N.O. Archangel.)
Arrived Iokanka. (Corrupt group) 41 72.
(ST. KENAN, 1145C/9 to S.B.N.O. Archangel.)

/Operation ...
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Shipping and Gonvoys^.^^,^
Operation F.B. JOHN WALKER (? grounded) Dvina 
Bar and RICHARD ALVEY not yet refloated.
Channel to Dvina at present impassable except 
fof small craft. Salvage operations in 
progress. EMPIRE GALLIARD berthed Molotovsk, 

where subsequent ships will be sent.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1421A/9 to Admty.)
S O S  received at 0945A,/9th from ship in position 068° 25'

N. 041° 24’ E., apparently made by merchant ship steering south 
with no escort. Have you any further news and can you say who 
should have been escorting her.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1526A/9 to M/S. 6.)
My 1526A/9. Merchant ship was in 068° 15’ N. 041° 25' E. 

at 1508C/9, course 220°. Russian trawler number 59 left 
position K at 1520C and Russian rescue vessel left R at 1620C, 
both proceeding to meet her. Position K is 064° Cape Gorodetski 
8.8 miles.

(S.B.N.O, North Russia, 1600A/9 to tô /S. 6.)
Position of submarines at 0800A/10 and movements for the 

following 24 hours.
O. 15 vicinity 75° N. 08° E.
TUNA vicinity 70° 32’ N. 20° 01’ S.
P. 312 and P.216 in zone K.6.

(F.O.S., 1816A/9 to Admty.)

Operation
F.B.
(Contd.)

K.M.S. 3. My 2020/8th Nov. E 12 returned 0840/9th Nov.
(P.S.T.O. Greenock, 1039/9.)
STONECROP sailed to overtake.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry, 2216A/9.)

My 1616/5th October and 1635/22nd.
As (corrupt group) ships in Kola Inlet are very 
exposed to dive-bombing attacks, request 
establishment of balloon depot may receive 
very early consideration. Experience indicates 
that unless shipment of stores is put in train 
now they will arrive too late.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1044A/9 to Admty.)

Cancel my 1430/15th October, my 2210/16th October 
and my 1050/l7th October.
(2) Commencing with F.S657 on 12th November 2 
destroyers from 16th or721st Flotilla will 
form additional escort for each convoy proceeding 
by Q.Z.S.311. They will station in accordance 

with the Nore operations memorandum No. 44.
(3) They are joining convoy at sunset and part company at 
daylight or 51 buoy ? whichever is the earlier, proceeding to 
Harwich or Sheerness as ordered by Captains.
(4) On nights suitable for E-Boat operation the following 
patrols will be carried out.
(A) By destroyer number 1, 59A to 57d Buoy. 2, 57D to 57F 
Buoy. 3. 57F to 56 Buoy. 4. 56 to 57 Buoy. 5. 57 to 55A 
Buoy. 6. 55A to 3C Buoy.

Kola Inlet. 
Proposed 
Balloon 
Depot.

East Coast 
Convoys. 
Escorts and 
Patrols.

/ ( B ) • • •
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HUME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys.- to-n /$;.
(B) By corvette number 7. 3C to 3A Buoy.
8. 3A to 54B Buoy. If sufficient destroyers are 
available these patrols may be modified by 
0. in C. Nore.
(5) Capt. D. 16th D.F. and Gapt. D. 33rd D.F. 
should endeavour to adhere to following cycle 
when detailing duties. Night 1, 3 and 4 or 

5 and 6 patrol. Night 2, at Harwich. Night 3, 1 and 2 
patrol. Night 4, number (?). Night 5 escort for F.S.Convoy. 
(6) N.O.I.C. Harwich is to detail corvette patrol as in para.
4 (B) and is to arrange for at least 1 Rescue Tug or anti-sub 
trawler with each convoy. When numbers admit both are to be 
rovided.
7) Attention is called to Nore operations memorandum 45.
C. in C. Nore, 1208/9.)

East Coast 
Convoy. 
Escorts and 
Patrols. 
(Contd.)

O.N. and Your 2030/2. The availability of air cover is
O.N.S. regarded being of the greatest importance and
Convoys. steps are being taken to line up in Iceland (C)

as many long-range aircraft as can be made 
available. We therefore concur with your para, 

(l), but consider that the routeing of these and alternate O.N. 
and O.N.S. Convoys should continue on the basis of A.M. 1945/ 
14th Sept, which provides for the minimum period outside air 
cover from Newfoundland and Iceland (C).
2. Fuel limitations of escorts and desirability of shortening 
convoy sea time are fully appreciated, but average length of 
route in A.M. 1945/14th Sept, is only about 100 miles longer 
than route proposed in your para. (2) and leg from Cape Race to 
north-eastward is roughly parallel to your proposed great 
circle track.
3. It is realized that air cover will not always be available 
in winter months, but it is considered that convoys should as 
far as possible be kept within range so that it can be provided 
when circumstances permit.
4. Your para. (3). It is considered that this is too far west, 
and apart from lengthening voyage might force some ships to 
blinker at intermediate ports which it is desired to avoid.
It is proposed that southbound ships should be detached in 35° 
W. or as soon after as circumstances permit.
5. Concur with your paras. (4) and (5).
(A.C.N.S.(T^, 1412A/9 to Connav.)

K.M.F. 3. My 1114A/7th Nov. For 13th and 12th November
read 14th and 13th respectively.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1649A/9.)

Convoy
F.N.S61.
f e - i W '  Jtzc'k')

One ship torpedoed and sunk. CHAMPION standing 
by. Balloon still attached. One ship damaged. 
Tugs required. Position (? 050° or 099° or 132° 
or 314°) square C, two and quarter miles at 
2210 approx.
(QUORN, 2310A/9.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch".
Algiers Your 2152/8. This is a repeat of our (?0000)
area. hrs. 9th 182 groups. Message begins. Situation

at Maison Blanche not satisfactory as supplies 
ex beaches held up owing to difficulty 

disembarkation. Position Baida Alfa not good. One Hurricane 
and two Spitfire squadrons ex Gibraltar arrived Maison Blanche. 
Am visiting Maison Blanche and landing beaches personally 
tomorrow 9/11 and will report position after visits. Am 
concentrating getting supplies and W/T communications fully 
available where required preparatory to rapid move East.
Apart from some dislocation of supplies and W/T Organisation 
as arranged. All is well and am confident. Full report by 
signal later 9th November Servicing and refuelling transport 
A/C if schedule advanced may result in short supplies tempora 
for fighters. Lawson.
(I.A.F. C.O. BULOLO, 0006/9 to A. 0. C.E.A. C. )

My 10i+7Z/( ?8th) Although information from French 
prisoners has since been received that both 
(?ships) were sunk possibly (?complete) 
compromise exists (?vessels) books held were 
in accordance with (?T) N.C.O. Appendix 5 unless 
these were (?landed) by (corrupt groups) when 
(?these) ships called at Gibraltar.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. , 0030Z/9 to N.C.X.F.)
No trace - presumably HARTLAND and WALNEY are 
the ships referred to.

Your 1803/8 to FURIOUS. No request lias been 
received by 12th U. S. Air Corps for Spitfires 
at 0700 and 1300 today. Weather forecast 
unfavourable for 0700.
(N.C.X.F., 02252/9 to N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) FURIOUS).

Proceed so as to commence sweep BZ at first 
light.
(C.E.N.T.F. , OU38/9 to*ALERT).
On completion of sweep D carry out sweep E as 
far as possible without interfering with ships 
anohored. Then carry out sweep F.
(N. C. E. N. T. F. , OI4I+2/9 to*-ALERT.). __ „

j Hrr. w. i ’ a l a * «  in It. • > .
My 0325ivANSITTART and BOADICEA are to fuel. 
Also any other ships in anti S/M patrol which 
are short of fuel.
(N.C.C.T.F. , 0538Z/9 to RHYL). *

Your 0325 ?check address VANSITTART already 
withdrawn.
(VANSITTART, 0550/9 to C.C.N.T.F.)

/BROKE.. .
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FORE IGF STATI OHS.

Operation "Torch11. - Contd.
BROKE Following received begins - C.E.N.T.F. ZETLAND

Have taken BROKE in tow. P.C.S. 37° 13’ N.,
1° 32’ E. 21+3° 7 knots. Flooding BROKE becoming 
unseaworthy request tug 0352/9.

(C.E.N.T.F., 0625/9 to "Torch” Naval Forces (R) ZETLAND).
Following from BROKE. Flooding now under control hope to 

use one engine shortly. BROKE in tow of ZETLAND in approx, 
position 037° 10' N., 001° 08' E., at 0800Z making good 6 knots 
If weather conditions do not worsen intend to proceed Oran to 
transfer wounded and surplus personnel and make good defects. 

a*3( ZETLAND, 0930Z/9 to F.O.C.N.A. , C.C.N.T.F., F. 0.1. C. Oran) 
Detach HENGIST to tow BROKE now in tow ZETLAND. Estimate 

noon position 36° 50' N., 00° 29' W., steering 2^5° 7 knots.
(N.C.X.F., 1155Z/9 to SCOTTISH (R) HENGIST, ZETLAND,

BROKE, N. C.E.N.T.F. )
My position 0800 36.39 N., 00.03 W. Cannot find BROKE.

Now dark. Unchanged.
(HENGIST, 1800A/9 to F.O.C.N.A.)
U 0930Z/9 concur proceed Arzeu. If HENGIST (?departed 

for Oran) is not required on arrival send her to assist 
THOMAS STONE who was in position 37.05 N., 00.55 E., at 
08U0Z/9 making little progress towards Algiers. Inform 
WISHART if tug is sent.

(N.C.X.F., 1648Z/9 to BROKE, (R) N. C. C. N. T. F. , F.O. Oran, 
ZETLAND, WISHART, F.O.C.N.A.) Note. Also sent with code time 
181+8Z/9.

Regret BROKE sunk in 037° 00 ' N., 000° UV E., at 1559. 
Have embarked shin's company and portion of Tenes force. No 
loss of life. My P.C.S. 037° 00’ N., 000° hU’ E. 12 knots. 
Percentage oil remaining I4.5. Request instructions where to 
proceed for fuel and to land wounded.

(ZETLAND, 2000Z/9 to Centre N.T.F. (R) WISHART, HENGIST).

Oran Request RODNEY may deal P One. Yesterday I 
was close straddled at 2,000 yards by first 1+ 
salvos from this battery.
(AURORA, 0702/9 to C.C.N.T.F., (R) RODNEY).

Landings 
at Bougie 
and Jijelli.

Intend to carry out operation "Perpetual" 
sailing p.ra. today.
(C.E.N.T.F., 071UZ/9 to C.S.10).

SCYLLA will be S.O. Force 0 from p.m. today 
when I proceed in operation "Perpetual". 
(C.S.10, 0958Z/9 to S.O. Force H (R) R.A. (A) 
SCYLLA, ARGUS).

Dakar P.R.U. 1550/8 no change.
(R.A. W. A.F. , 0725Z/9 to Admty, N.C.W.N.T.F. , 
Air H.Q. , Gibraltar).

Circling dinghy 32.35 N., 26.?0 (?E). 
(A/C U 852, 07^5B/9).

/Can...
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Can you give me any idea when R.A.F. will 
relieve ARGUS and*AVENGER.
(R.A.A. H.F. , 0810A/9 to N.C.E.T.F. , (R)
5.0. Force H. , F.O. 10th Cruiser Squadron).

#• /b . 3 3 if.

5 Spitfires Gib. for Maison Blanche at 0923 hrs. 
G.M.T.
(R.A.F. Gib., 0843Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F. (R)
5.0. (A) H.F.)

THOMAS STONE in position estimated 037° 05' N . , 
000° 35’ E. Making little progress but much 
leeway. Request more powerful tug. Weather 
report 6772, 1227.
(WISHART, 0841/9 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.E.N.T.F.,
S.O. Force H., S.O. A/C Carriers).

Am unable to reach BULOLO in time for escort 
7FERRAT) E.T.A. will be made.
S.N.O.L. Sector A. , 0846/9 to C.C.N.T.F.)

4 Spitfires left Gibraltar for Maison Blanche 
at 0943 G.M.T.
(Gibraltar 0853Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F., (R)
R.A. A. H.F. )

E.T.A. Funchal 0802Z/10.
(SNOWDROP, 0901Z/9 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) Capt. D. 
Gibraltar).

My 0901Z/9. Parted company 0930Z at 020° W. 
Request medical assistance for rating with 
crushed hand on arrival.
(SNOWDROP, 0902Z/9 to F.O.C.N.A.)

'/3 I**—  ^  <A N. fi /i*- fa-Soy*
Rush. (For Ryder from Eisenhower). General 
Clark and party arrived Maison Blanche at 
1330Z/9 November.
(C. in G. Assault Force, 0909/9 to Command 
General Eastern Assault Force).

Following is percentage of fuel in tons 
remaining on board destroyers of Force 0 at 
0800Z/9. VANOC 38, WRESTLER 44, CLARE 64. 
(C.S.10, 0912Z/9 to S.O. Force H).

THOMAS
^  STONE.

/U/B. ..
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U/B
survivors 
at Nemours.

Operation "Torch". - Contd.
French source reports 8 or 9 survivors from 
German U-boat landed Nemours about 1100Z/6. 
Survivors were subsequently taken to Oran. 
(N.C.C.N. T.F. , 0915Z/9 to Naval Cdr. X. F. 
(R) N.C.E.N.T.F.)

Request you will comply with TNCO 105 C. 
(C.E.N.T.F. , 0927Z/9 to C.S.10 S.O. Force H).

Keep RODNEY informed on your bombardment. 
(N.C.C.T.F. , 0932/9 to BRILLIANT (R) RODNEY).

I would like 8.0. 7th S.F. to be clear to the 
N.Westward before dusk in case of further 
torpedo A/C attack such as were made on 
SHEFFIELD and BERMUDA last night.
( F.O. C. 10th C.S., 0935Z/9 to S.O. Force "H" 
(r ) F.O.C. A.C. C.E.N.T.F., ARGUS, SCYLLA).

Well done - congratulations to you all.
Keep going.
(N. C.X.F. , 0937Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F.)

7

Cmdre. Dick is accompanyin^Gunard Clark to 
Algiers as my representative for discussions 
with French authorities, party is due Algiers 

. about 1430Z/9.
(N.C.X.F. , 0939Z/9 to E.N.T.F.R. Comdre. Algiers

^ Cs «_?t_ <_A A . L

Algiers Maison Blanche and Blida are serviceable but
aerodromes. stocks of petrol are extremely low at the

present. Inshore carriers will be required 
to take the brunt of any large scale attack.
You will be informed as soon (?R.A. F.) are 
operating effectively.
(E.N.T.F., 0946Z/9 to S.O. A/C H.F. ARGUS, (R) 
HOTSPUR, S.O.F.H.)

2 destroyers bearing 110° distance 10 miles 
course 040° in position NHXP ? 594»
(AURORA, 1000/9 to Gibraltar).
2 destroyers bearing 150 distance 9 miles 
course OI4O 0 position LBCP 0827*

(FURIOUS, 1018/9 to C.C.N.T.F. )
2 destroyers bearing 100° distant 11 miles course 180° 

position is LBXP 0121.
(AURORA 1021/9 to Gibraltar).
Am engaging destroyers retreating to Oran. My 

position now is RICXP 0139»
(JAMAICA, 1Q24Z/9 to C.N.T.F., AURORA).

Enemy 
destroyers 
from Oran.

/Enemy..
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Enemy course is 240°.
(AURORA, 1030/9 to Gibraltar W/T).
My 10 (00) destroyers returning to harbour. 
(AURORA, 1031/9 to Gibraltar W/T).
CASSARD badly damaged in Bay (‘‘'’during) night 
attack by DELAG(?UI)LLE (?possibly destroyer) 
damaged (remainder corrupt).
(AURORA, 1050Z/9 to S.O. Cent. NT.F. )

2 destroyers Bearing 110° distance 10 miles, course 040° 
position NHXP 594.

(AURORA, 1100/9 to Gibraltar).
G One still not contacted F 4.
(AURORA, 1101Z/9 to LARGS).
Enemy firing torpedoes.
(AURORA, No T.0.0./9 to Gibraltar).

Enemy 
Destroyers 
from Oran. 
Contd.

My 1853Z for 4 Spitfires read 3«
(R.A.F. Gibraltar, 1005Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F. , 
(R) R.A.A. )

Melilla. Vice Consul Melilla report as follov/s begins:
All troops confined to barracks.
(Con. Gen. Tangier, 1009/9 to Admty. for D.N.I. 
(R) S.O. (I) Gibraltar).

Hospital Hospital ships delayed 2 days. Can sail only
Ships. one ship not before p.m./lOth. Task (Force ?)

will report to command post by 1200Z/10 
whether ship is required stating numbers for 
evacuation in accordance with agreed policy. 
(Gibraltar, W/T 10262/9 to F. G. R. , E.T.F. , 
C.T.F. (R) A.F.H. Q. London).

Terms of For Ryder from Eisenhower.
surrender at General Clark Deputy C. in C. Allied Forces and 
Algiers. staff of approx. 14 will arrive liaison Blanche

or Blida as determined by you at about 1430Z/9 
if weather conditions permit. Clark is fully 
empowered as my personal representative to act 

in my name in negotiating with Darlan (?). Have Murphy and 
your representative meet Clark. He will establish an advance 
H. Q. in Algiers and v/ill remain there himself.
This is repetition of my 2325/8 and 0455/9.
This meeting must not effect operation which will be prosecuted 
with all vigour. Confirm these arrangements and advise best 
place to land. If weather delays arrival representatives 
should remain at field until dark. Should Darlan desire to 
halt all resistance you have terms of the arrangements and 
authority to put them into effect. It must be understood that 
agreement to be acceptable to united nations must apply to all 
of French North Africa. In event that you act under this 
authority your action will be confirmed by Clark upon his 
arrival. Pie will then if necessary enter into further 
negotiations.
(C. in C. 1030Z/9 to Command Gen. E.A. Force).

/K.M .S. 2 ..
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K.M.S.2 K.M.S.2. ^CLEVELAND^AL BRIGHTON,*ESKDALE are to
be detached with merchant ship for Gibraltar 
on passing bay. My 0917Z/9 not to all 
addressees when local escorts join about 0800Z/1 

¥>th Escort Group BRADFORD, WOODSTOCK and PRESljfCOTT are to 
return Gibraltar.
2. On arrival position 56 about 0700Z/11,Algiers section 
escorted by 43rd Escort Group (less BRADFORD) SPIIQSA, GERANIUM, 
and COLTSFOOT. Oran section escorted by ARMERIA, ^CYCLAMEN and 
10th Trawler Group.
3« N.C.C.N.F.T. should arrange 2 additional escorts from Oran 
if possible to rendezvous in position 56 at 0700Z/11.
4. ARMERIA and CYCLAMEN are to be used in earliest possible 
convoy to Gibraltar.
(N. C.X.F. , 1031Z/9 to Escort K.M.S.2. , 
N.C.E.N.T.F., F.O.C. N.A. , Capt. (s) 8)

N.C.C.N.T.F. , (R)

Fast.
(WILTON, 1040/9 to N.C. Central F).

Force Q Force Q proceed to Gibraltar routed through
( NoAfouK 3 6.2 0, 1 0 .0 3 to arrive a.m./1 1th.

CoM/iLRLfiNZ*.') (N.C.X.F. , 1052Z/9 to S.O. Force Q (R) Admty.
N.C.W.N.T.F. , F.O.C.N.A. , Capt. (S) 8).
My 1052Z/9. Add "or earlier".
(N.C.X.F. , 1635Z/9 to S.O. Force "Q" (R) 
F.O.C.N.A. , Admty. Capt. (S) 8 , N.C.W.N.T.F.)

6 8. Am withdrawing Force Q to fuel at 
•Gibraltar. Intend sailing them for U.K. on 
completion probably sending two or three fast 
personnel ships in convoy with them.
(2) Owing to low endurance of Huts it is 

difficult to fit them into MK Convoy Escorts. 7/ould it be 
preferred that two fleet destroyers which were added with 
NELSON ,?be returned to U.K. and two of additional five Hants now 
arriving be retained here in lieu.
(3) I hope to release DUKE OF YORK and VICTORIOUS soon, but
am anxious not to drop below destroyer strength shewn in TON 3 
para.l so Ocean escort of these ships will be awkward.
(4) Reference para. two. Does it matter which particular 
Fleet Destroyers are sent?
(N.C.X.F., 1054A/9 to Admty (R) C. in C. H.F.)

TON 3 para. 38 request early information. 
Discharge M.T. ships carrying surplus fuel to 
shore tanks if possible.
(N.C.X.F., 1059Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F. (R) Cdr. 
Algiers).

P.217 proceed diving by day to Algiers passing 
through 0400 Cl1 004° 40’ E. at 0300Z/10 thence 
course 180° keeping E. of 004° 30' E. Further 
instructions follow.
(2) P.228 proceed to area C off Toulon. 4 ^  k 3 3$ 
(Capt. (S) 8 1102Z/9 to 8th S/M Flot).

/Convoy...
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Your 1706/6. Position D in my 1819/4 to 
F.O.C.N.A. was 029° 29’ N. , 021° 54’ W.021° 54* W
(R. A. ,Y.A. F. , 1111Z/9 to NC.X.F.)

N.C.E. 1T.T.F. 2126/8. Request you will arrange 
up to 6 Walrus to be disembarked at Algiers 
for local anti S/ll patrol as soon as convenient 
N. C.E.N.T.F. can receive them.
(N. C.X.F. , 1120Z/9 to S.O. Force H. , (R)
N.C.E.N.T.F., Com. Algiers C/0 Gibraltar).

■ •

1 plane damaged beyond repair forced landing 
en route Southern England. No injuries to 
personnel. 11 effective. Replacanent being 
obtained. Admty. pass to Naval Cdr. X.F. for 
delivery to Admiral Bieri and passing to Cdr. 
W.N.T.F. who will pass to Cdr. Sea Frontier

forces Western N.T.F.
(Cdr. Patrol Sqdn. 73> 1122/9 to Cdr. Sea Frontier Forces 
W.N.T.F. (R) Admiral Bieri, Commander W.N.T.F. C. in C.
A.F. Commander Patrol Wings A.F.)

My 1746Z/8. Escorting A/C cancelled.
(N. C.X.F. , 1125Z/9 to Force H Escorts of 
Convoy K.M.S.2).

Report if when and what communications are set 
up ashore.

(3) Otherwise no change.
(V. A. Malta, 1203A/9 to N.C.X.F. , (R) 
N.C.E.N.T.F., N.C.C.N.T.F., C. in C. Med., 
F. 0. C. N. A. , Admty) .

Request you will signal a precis of the 
situation at 1600Z as known to you both ashore 
and afloat for information of the allied C. in 
C.
(N.C.X.F., 1208Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F. , NC.C.N.T.F. , 
N.C.W.N.T.F.)

Morning
R/C.

/Sitrep...
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Ref. No. 186 (Gib) "Edited Literal Text".
1. Discharge of assault convoys over beaches 
continued throughout day and night.
2. French resistance in Algiers ceased and 
occupation of city commenced 1900Z. Naval fore

and shipping will enter harbour dawn 9th. Two combat leaders 
damaged by Hakmre batteries and air attack.
3. Resistance continued in Oran area. By dark columns from 
Arzeu reached Line St. Cloud 9669 and Fleurus 9669, and 
captured La kacta 9869. Les Andalouses column captured Amn 
El Turk 9369. Port of Arzeu working. Two combat loaders 
damaged by shore battery. One enemy S/M destroyed.
4. Safi force captured port and aerodrome. Fedala batteries 
were silenced but Vichy bombing continued on beaches. Army 
and Civil this area offered limited resistance but naval 
opposition stubborn and Admiral Micheler from Casablanca 
refused to see United States Representative at noon. Vichy 
Naval Forces which made Sortie were engaged by Western Naval 
Task Force. One Vichy destroyer sunk and one cruiser damaged, 
but report not available. Surviving ships returned to 
Casablanca.
5. Air 8th. 39 Anti S/M Sorties flown by R.A.F. during day.
1 S/M sighting made compared with 8 on previous day and 9 on 
6th. 4 Hudsons failed to return from patrols in vicinity 
Casablanca. 2 Hudsons giving anti S/ta protection off Oran 
attacked and damaged by a Ju.88 19 R.A.F. Hurricanes and 35 
R.A.F. Spitfires dispatched from Gibraltar to Maison Blanche 
betv/een 0700 and 1100 G. M.T. All arrived safely. 24 U. S.A. 
Spitfires dispatched to Tarafoui 1410 G.M.T. 1 of which was shot 
down by a French fighter just before landing.
(Commander Gibraltar 1219/9 to A.F.H.Q.)

War Diary.

Sitrep
2, Situation 
to 2400Z/8.

U/B attacked by
*/ESTC0TT.

My 21372/8 to F. O.C.N.A. Attack by shallow 
pattern of 10 charges producing large mass of 
bubbles with distinctive smell since identified 
as chlorine by 4 individual witnesses. Remained 
in vicinity for 4 hours but nothing seen or 
heard after this attack. Consider destruction 
most probable.
(Y/ESTCOTT, 1220Z/9 to N.C.X.F. , N. C.C.N.T.F. ,
F. O.C.N.A. (R) FURIOUS).

Open envelope 318.
(C. in C. Med., 1220B/9 to 5th D/F except ERIDGE

AVENGER’S 
defects.. AVENGER has 2 engine defects which should be 

attended to. Speed is reduced to 14 knots and 
would have to be reduced to 10 knots for one 
hour tonight. Propose he proceed into harbour 
before dark to carry out repairs.
(C.S.10, 1243Z/9 to E.N.T.F. , (R) ARGUS,
R.A. A. H.F. , S.O. Force H. SCYLLA).

Your 1243 AVENGER should enter harbour at 1600. Only 1 
Tug available. Berth will be double banked.

((Cdre. E.N.T.F.?) 1420/9 to S.O. 10th C.S. (R) AVENGER, 
V. A.A.) -5^5

/Your...
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Your 1420/9 received at 1630. AVENGER should 
arrive at 0700Z/10. Request Catamarans for 
berthing.
(SCYLLA, 1841Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F., (R) C.S.10, 
AVENGER, CHARYBDIS, CLARE).
Anchorage off Algiers heavy bombs at dusk 

tonight finishing with torpedo A/C that attacked when 
practically dark. As they would select you as target you shou 
be well clear of bay before sunset or else remain in harbour 
for night. Report your intention (group missed) 1200.

(C.S.10 2126Z/9 to AVENGER, (R) SCYLLA, CHARYBDIS).
SCYLLA's 1841/9• AVENGER will berth stern to Mole Al 

Djefna with anchor down. Tug will not be available until 
later in the forenoon. Anchor or remain underway in the 
anchorage until ordered to enter AVENGER should not come 
within 30 miles of the anchorage until daylight.

(N.C.E.N.T.C.F., 2300Z/9 to AVENGER. (R) Cmdr. Algiers, 
Berthing Officer, F.O.C. 10th C.S. Admty).

QUEEN EMMA, TON 5 Para. 11 Serial 18. It is important 
PRINSES QUEEN EMMA and PRINSES BEATRIX should reach
BEATRIX. Algiers by p.m./12th at latest as they are

required for immediate (Vsubsidiary) operation. 
Report their intended programme. British Army 
transportation personnel for transfer to Algiers 

are required to (?take passage in) them.
(N.C.X.F., 1251Z/9 to N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) N.C.E.N.T.F. Cdr. 

Algiers).
Your 12513/9. QUEEN EMMA,PRINSES BEATRIX will be sailing 

immediately British army transportation personnel are released 
from Oran area. In (these?) cases absolute (three groups 
missing) arrive by p.m./12th with all available transportation 
personnel.

(N.C.C.T.F., 2047/9 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.E.N.T.F.,
Commodore Algiers).

War Diary.

AVENGER'S
defects.
Contd.

2 Fortresses 3 Hurricanes 10 Spitfires left 
Gibraltar for sea at 1245 G.M.T.
(?0-8N 1300/9 to C.E.N.T.F. , (R) R.A.(a )).

”*VANSITTART is to relieve AMAZON as arranged by 
FURIOUS, AMAZON? is to*scout from DERWENTDALE 
and join A/S patrol at Z beach.?
(C.N.T.F. , 1320/9 to FURIOUS S. 0.5th Corvette 
Groups, (R) RHYL).

/>. 33o **

/H. M..
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H.M. Ships pass W. of P.25U0 8.5 cables from 
southward Mole Light and marked buoy showing 
unreliable Flashing white light. Enter 
northern entrance passing N.E. of number 2 buoy 
and berth all 3 at 26 berth. ISAAC SWEERS is 
at 27 berth. Merchant ships close examination 
station Rosia for orders and pilot.
(F.O.G.N.A., 1322Z/9 to CLEVELAND, ESKDALE, 
ALBRIGHTON) .

Centre Task Force advises that French Troops 
in Oran Area unaware Algiers capitulation. 
Suggest you request Juin order surrender French 
Forces throughout North Africa. In any case 

have French sources advise Oran Forces of Algiers situation. 
Clark departed 121+5Z.
(Eisenhower, 13262/9 to Ryder).

Your 0928. 37° 05’ N. , 02° 5 V  E., at 11+00. 
(C.S.10, 1331/9 to S.O. Force H).

One S/M submerged course 020° 180° 36° N. , 0°
3 miles.

*( DASHER, 1350/9 to Gibraltar).
i fa . "5

R/C Toulon. P.R. U. Toulon a.m./9th visual report 2 cruisers 
t , , left.

/r*'V / (N.C.X.F., 11+10/9 to R.A.(A) Cent. N.T.F. ,
*'*' -E.N.T.F. , S.O. Force H).

Cancel my 11+10/9. Photographic R/C a.m./9th November 
shows French DUNKERQUE, STRASBOURG, PROVENCE in dry dock. 
Otherwise no change.

(N.C.X.F. , 1745Z/9 to S.O. Force H. , (R) N. , Commander 
East Naval T. Force, Naval Cmdre. Central Naval T.F, F.O.C 
A/C Carriers).

One submerged S/M bearing 010° position 080° 
Venus 12 miles.
(Plymouth, 11+20/9 to Gibraltar).

Malta air To date Malta air strike has been kept in hand
strike. to cover "Torch" against (corrupt group)

surface threat. In view of your satisfactory 
progress A.0.C. Malta intends from 10th to 

employ air str-ike at his discretion against important merchant 
shipping proceeding to Libya Tripoli or Tunisia when this can 
be done without prejudice to safety of convoys.
(V.A. Malta, 11+1+7A/9 to N.C.X.F., (R) C. in C. Med., Admty. 
F.O.C.N.A. )

Your li+1+7/9. Fully concur.
(N.C.X.F., 2206Z/9 to V.A.M. (r ) V.A. Gibraltar, Admty.

C. in C. Med.)

/After...
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After operations today FURIOUS (corrupt groups) 

^DASHER and BITER in company to Gibraltar. 
Present escorts are to be retained. PUCKERIDGE 
and CALPE are to fuel and return Z beach with 
despatch. DELHI proceed all despatch.
(C.N.T.F., 1455Z/9 to FURIOUS, DASHER, BITER, 
(R) (Grp. Missing) (grp. Missing) N.C.X.F. , 
A.O.C., Gibraltar, N.C.E.N.T. F. , DELHI).

Be in position 037° 31* N., 002° 31* E. at 
0600Z/10 steering 070°. Acknowledge.
(S.O. Force H., 1518/9 to Force R (R) R.A.A.)

Your 1518Z/9 acknov/ledged.
Cannot reach R/V until 0800Z?/10. Steering 
090°
(S.O. Force R. , 2055/9 to S.O. Force H. , (R) 
R.A.A.)

Algiers occupied. All ships entering bay. Will 
be berthed inside harbour as far as facilities 
permit. Large number of ships will be anchored 
in bay for next 48 hours. All going well and 
French co-operating. Further signal will be 
made when time of sailing of convoy for Hatton 
is fixed.
(N.C.E.N. T.F. , 1527/9 to V.A.A.)

Bizerta 9th. 3 Torpedo Boats 1 escort vessel.
2. French apparently blocking entrance to ”39 
foot dredged channel”. Since 8th Nov. 1 ship 
has been sunk close south of fixed green 15 foot 
light and a 2nd larger ship listing considerably 
is being towed round in the centre of the 
channel.
(V.A. Malta, 1530A/9 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.E.N.T.F 
F.O.C.N.A. , S.O. Force H., C. in C. Med., Admty)

Your 0810Z. Force 0 including ARGUS and*AVENGER 
may be required for some days yet.
(Cmdr. .E.N.T.F. , 1549Z/9 to R.A.A. (R) C.S.IO).

My 0714 not to S.O. Force ”H”. Operation 
"Perpetual” postponed 24 hours owing to bad 
weather. , .
(C.E.N.T.F. , 1552Z/9 to C.S.IO (R) S.O. Force 
H).

"Perpetual” postponed. Report your 0600Z 
position and approach course.
(C.S. 10, 1843Z/9 to SCYLLA).

/S/M...
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S/M S/M situation at 2000Z.
Situation. (1) P . 5 1  and P.222 exercising.
-------------— ^(2) URSULA,P. 5U»and P. 228, all 3 west of Ibi;

», %\vP. 228 proceeding to Toulon diving by day.
(3) P. 219 30.39 N. , 0 2 . 2 6  W., on surface to 

Gibraltar E.T.A. 1000/10.
(1+) P.217 ^0.34 N., 03.18 E. diving by day through i+0.01 N.,
OU.kO E. , thence 180°. 3 3 5-
(5) P.i|8,P.^5,and P.221, all about 30 miles off IT.E. Coast E. 
of 0 6 .I4.2 E., diving by day to eastv/ards.
(N. C.X. F. , 1601Z/9 to Ships & Authorities in Area G).
--- fM y  1601Z/9. Add to para. 2. URSULA and*P.5U leaving
0001/10 diving by day to 135°Cape Palos 10.

(N.C.X.F. 2210Z/9 to Ships and Authorities in Area G).
^   ̂ s o

Please bear in mind that I am anxious to get 
Task Force A/C carriers back out of harm’s 
was as soon as possible.
Also Force R should be unnecessary as soon as 
Algiers fuel is available. They should then be 
sent to complete discharge there and thence 
Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F., l6i)-3s/9 to S.O. Force H., N.C. E.N.T. 
N.C. C.N.T.F. , (R) Commodore Algiers, F.O.C.N.A. , 
R. A. A. )

R/C of P.R.U. Dakar 0735/9 incomplete cover.
Dakar. RICHELIEU and 2 cruisers seen to be present.

3nd cruiser returned harbour from roads 
yesterday but presence not confirmed today. 
Considerable A/A fire and 3 fighters up.
(Rear Admiral Y/est Africa, 1701Z/9 to IT. C.X.F. 
Com. W. N. T.F. , Air H. Q. Gibraltar).

One probable S/M in P. 035° 50' N., 000° 58' W. 
(ANTELOPE, 170V9 to S.O. C.N.T.F.)

Situation Your 1 7 k b / k th para. 5» Situation report,
at Algiers. One (a) 15 deep water berths available present 

discharging commenced.
(b) Several small raids dusk dawn.^'COWDRAY v 
disabled by aerial torpedo. U.S.

•^LEEDSTOWN sunk. (c) No mines discovered.
(d) A/A ship berthed in harbour. >
(e) Small hospital established offices open.
if) M.K. F. 10 th M.K. S. 11th depending on weather.
(g) Port authorities shipping agents and local labour most 
co-operative. French merchant shipping being estimated ??
(incomplete).
(Cdre. Algiers, 1705Z/9 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.E.N.T.F.)

/Situation...
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Situation Situation l600/9th.
at Algiers. (1) BULOLO in Algiers harbour.
Contd. (2; Unloading seriously impeded by strong north

east wind but all shipping moved into Algiers ba 
and harbour during daylight. Many landing craft 
disabled. Petrol and priority stores unloaded

alongside.
(3) In bombing and torpedo raid "Charlie" sector dusk 8th enemy 
lost one certain one probable one damaged. Shipping bombed at 
intervals from dawn today. Fighter protection good 11 enemy 
aircraft destroyed today, probably more.
(4) SPEyarrived p.m./8th with U.S. troops ex LYTTELTONS.
My 1745 part 2 follows. ^n>«ve)
(N.C.E.N.T.F., 17412/9 to N.C.X.F. )

My 1745 Part 2.
(5) U.S. transport LEEDSTOWN torpedoed by U-boat South .Vest of 
Matifou p.m./9 and beached. Survivors landed.
(6) COWDRAY disabled by aerial torpedo and bombs today and'’ * 
shell fire yesterday, no later attempt move her inside harbour 
impeded so far by weather.nr rt  *

PALOMARES damaged by bombs p.m. today no details yet.
) Submarine fired torpedo into "Charlie" sector anchorage 

during the night 8th/9th. No damage.
(9) Italian battleship VITTORIO VENETO sighted and (?attacked) 
(?to) North Y/est of *!Beer"Sector a.m. today.
(10) SPEEDWELL made 11 attacks on submarine 11 miles north 
east of Algiers harbour a.m./8th submarine was twice blown to 
surface. (2 groups missed) evidence (5 groups missed) arrived 
by air at Maison Blanche p.m. today and stated 40 German 
aircraft have landed at aerodrome near Tunis.

(N.C.E.N.T.F., 1743Z/9 to not known).

Lost touch with F. one at 1558* I think his 
batteries have run out.
(BRILLIANT, 1724Z/9 to LARGS (R) RODNEY).

My 1626. Position friendly troops. Mobile 
infantry advancing east across La Macta bridge. 
Tanks advancing N.W. from south Mangin. Troops 
and motor transport in S.T. Delivere area. 
(FURIOUS, 1728Z/9 to LARGS).

Destroyers stationed 1 mile apart are to patrol 
between 03*5° 0 5 ’ N. , 000° 3 0 ' W. , 031° 5 0 ’ 000° 
05* at 15 knots starting from Western end of 
patrol line at 2000.

# JAMAICA will patrol 3 miles to the S. of this
*‘J"X ^  line at 20 knots. Object to provide protection 

for Z beach against S/M and surface craft. 
(JAMAICA, 1742Z/9 to*VANSITTART,*CALPE, BOADICEA 
(R) S.O. Centre Naval T.F.; RHYL, AURORA, RODNEY, 
S.O. Force H). * />. 33s * ZTkj

/Your...
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Your 1628/9. Request following for tomorrow 
Tuesday. One Walrus to do dawn patrol in 
Algiers Bay then land Maison Blanche. Remaining 
3 to land a.m. Maison Blanche with fulltanks. 
(N.C.E.N.T.-F. , 1801/9 to S. 0. Force H. , (R) 
N.C.X.F. , F. O.C.A/C Carriers H. F.)

Following for A.O.C. E.A.C. from Air Commodore 
Lawson.
Visited Maison Blanche today. Petrol oil and 
ammunition in adequate quantities now arriving 
there to maintain fighter squadron in operation. 
Further supplies will be accumulated as quickly 

as possible. W/T communication established between H.Q.ship 
and Maison Blanche. No R/T yet from aerodrome, plan Y 
arrangements affecting Ji^elli have been co-ordinated with 78 
division. Serviceable Spit aircraft. 43 Squadron 17» 81
Squadron 18. 242 Squadron 18. 154 Squadron 8. Have
contacted Macgregor. All ranks in good fettle. R.A.F. did 
exceptional work on beaches. Fighters shot down approx. 11 
enemy bombers today accurate figures follow. Detailed 
situation report sent by N.C.E.N.T.F. to (group omitted). 
(N.C.E.N.T.F. , 1822Z/9 to N.C.X.F.)

Attachment of ships to F.0.0.3. (?and) watch 
(two groups missing) tomorrow Tuesday as follows 
0 - RODNEY - F two P. and Q - JAMAICA F three 
S. - FARNDALE - F five For situation report - 
BRILLIANT - F one - AURORA - F (?four)
JAMAICA is to remain east of (?000°) 35* W. , 

and may be required to engage target P eight. ?0RI0N v/ill be 
attacked as necessary.
(? N.C.C.T.F., 1825/9 to RODNEY, AURORA, JAMAICA, FARNDALE,
(R) CALPE, BRILLIANT). *  ^

Intend A/S air patrol Casablanca area by one 
Catalina 40 miles off shore dawn to dusk 10th 
(N.C.X.F., 1830Z/9 to N.C.W.T.F. (R) W.N.T.F)

?(Your 1416Z/9)
1. L C P (R) 850, 906, 672, 720, 723, 846, 671, 
769, 905) 816.
2. L C P (R) 721 (corrupt) L C P (R) 829 and 
843 are (?corrupt) "Beer" white beach crew 
recovered.
(N. C.X.F? 1836/9 to ENTERPRISE).

/Fort...
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Fort Fort Santon (corrupt groups) seemingly giving
Santon. Oran, much trouble at Oran. S.O. Force H should be 

brought within air striking (?range) 3 days 
tomorrow 10th and Albacores held ready to dive 
bomb at call of N.C.C.N.T.F. unless N.C.C.N.T.F 
informs you he will not require this.
(N.C.X.F., 1838Z/9 to Force H (?repeated) 
N.C.E.N.T.F. , R. A. A. )

My 1550/8. Request these R/Cs be carried out 
at dawn tomorrow and again early p.m. First 
Catalina approaching from East (second?) from 
South third from West. R.A.F. cannot undertake 
this.
(Commander E.N.T.F. , 18392/9 to V.A.A. (R) S.O. 
Force H).

*AVENGER, CHARYBDIS and CLARE will be detached 
at 0600Z/10 in 036° 56’ I T . ,  003° 05* E. 
(SCYLLA, 1843Z/9 to C.S.10 (R) AVENGER, CLARE, 
CHARYBDIS). * w .  ̂  ̂  > 336*\

If you sighted Vichy convoy of about (?number 
omitted) ships a.m. today 9th report particulars.
(R.A.W.A. , 1907Z/9 to HOLCOMBE, BURDOCK).

WX.5570. AC 405 Nov.9. Programme for Nov. 10. 
Mosquito R/C. Toulon 1000 and 1500 Hudsons A/S 
escort to G/V KMF2 dawn to dusk Swordfish A/S 
escort to C/V KX5 dawn to arrival at Gibraltar 
Hudsons A/S escort to C/V TE2 Catalina A/S escor 
to Force H dawn to dusk Catalina crossover 

between 04° and 07 E. , 42° N., 40.50 N., 1500-0400/11 Catalina 
A/S shipping protection Casablanca beaches A B C  Hudsons A/S 
shipping protection (?Oran) beaches A B C  Catalina A/S 
shipping protection Algiers beaches A B C 4 Hudsons A/S patrol 
to 0240 E. 0800-1400-1200-1800 Catalina CLA A/S patrol between 
03° and 06° E. , 38.40 N., 37.10 N. , Beaufi^iter R/C to 
Casablanca (?0900-1300 or 01C0-1400) Sunderland A/S escort to 
KMS 2 dawn to dusk.
(H.Q. , R.A.F. , Gibraltar 1925Z/9 to H.Q.C.C. (R) A.L.O. Adinty).

Gibraltar
Air
Programme.

Leave convoy at daylight and proceed to Gibralta 
(N.C.X.F. , 19312/9 to ESCAPADE (R) Escorts of 
K. M. 2 Admty. ? F.O.C.N.A., Capt. S.8.)

/From...
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From 037° 53’ 008° 01* at 2000/11*CLYDE’s onward 
route through 0 3 8° 59* 005° 0 1 1 038° 59’ 003°
05’ 038° 32’ 001° 35' 135° Cape Palos 10 miles 
thence (?5 miles) N. of route SS given TON 4 
appendix 3 to arrive Gibraltar 1300/15 diving by 
day except on 1 5th.

(2) Bombing restrictions arranged to Cape Palos 10 mileseither 
side route thence in S.S. section from 35 miles ahead to 35 
miles astern estimated position.
(3) All positions N. and E. All times G. M.T.
(Capt. (S) 8., 1940A/9 to 8th S/M F. (R) Capt. (S) 10, N.C.X.F. , 
V. A. Malta, S.O. Force H. , F.O.C.N.A.) * JL~. 3bi,

Have obtained R.D.F. contact S/M bearing 110 
range (?).
(DASHER, 1940/9 to Gibraltar W/T). a 3 3 4

My 1203A/9. Afternoon R/C no change.
(V.A. Malta, 1950A/9 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C. , E.N. 
T.F. , N.C. , C.N.T.F. , S.O. Force H. , C. in C. 
Med., F.O.C.N.A. , Admty).

Pass W. of position p. 254° 8.5 cables from South 
Mole Light. Enter by Northern-most entrance and 
berth as follows: A. Destroyer. Two on west
side of tanker SAN ADOLFO 35 berth.
B. Corvettes two at 47 berth South, two at 47 
berth North at South Mole South of GUARDIAN.

C. Trawlers at 28 berth number 5 Jetty North Mole.
D. VIENNA berth one East on S.E. extremity of Northern most 
arm North Mole.
E. Merchant ships to close examination station Rosia for pilots 
(V.A.C.N.A., 1952Z/9 to GLAISDALE, VIENNA, and Escorts of K.X5).

Pass west of position P.254° 8.5 cables from 
south Mole light. Enter by northern entrance 
and berth as follows:
(a) BRADFORD east side of tanker SAN ADOLFO 
in 35 berth bows south.
(b) ?Sloops, 2 (tv/o) each side of tanker 
DENBYDALE at 35 berth bows north.
(c) Corvette, 2 (?alongside) NELSON at 49 

berth bows north.
(?Vessels) close examination station at Ros (group missed) 
for pilots.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1957Z/9 to (corrupt group) and-Escort Group).

Afternoon
R/C.

T S G 0 112 and 132 approached channel 
established and anchorage swept. Request Q B A 
Minelaying suspected in Algiers Bay.
(N.C. E.N. T.F. , 1958Z/9 to N.C.X.F.)

/R. A. F. . .
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Operation "Torch1*. - Contd.
R.A. F. will now provide fighter protection 
over shipping in Algiers Bay. Request you will 
provide dawn patrol over B and B beaches 
tomorrow Tuesday.
(N.C.E.N.T.F. , 2014Z/9 to ARGUS (R) V.A.A. 
C.S.10).

Your 1420/9 not to SGYLLA not received until 
2000. Request berth may be made available 
tomorrow Tuesday. 8 hours required in harbour 
for repairs.
(C.S.10, 2016Z/9 to C.E.N.T.F. , (R) AVENGER, 
SCYLLA, R.A.C., A/C Carriers).

74. Your 1720/7/11. First UGS convoy does 
not sail until l6th December. Propose that 
NORLYS and CLIONA sail with a MKS convoy and be 
detached when clear to westward to proceed 
independently to destination. M.W.T.R. agrees. 
(N.C.X.F. , 2020Z/9 to Admty. (R) D. of S.T.)

T.C.A.0. 11. Intend anti-S/M air escort (?10th) 
(?November) dawn to dusk. Force H one C,
K.M.F. 2 - 1 H, K.MS. 2 - 1 S, K.X. 5 - 1 Sword
fish, T E 2 - 1 H, THOMAS STONE 1 C. Oran 
sector 2 (?H) Algiers sector 1 C. A/S air 
searches a.m. and p.m. 4 H areas W K and W A,
1 C area W R.(N.C.X.F., 2022Z/9 to All British ships and 
authorities concerned in Operation "Torch",
V.A. Malta, except Western Naval Task Force).

ffe 3 3 o &
Your 0930/9 do not enter Oran which in still is 
enemy hands. Arzeu is held by us.
(S.O. C.N.T.F. , 2048/9 to ZETLAND) . ISu.*.

Meefha Fedala Safi under U.S. control. Port 
area Casablanca held by French Naval units who 
continue to resist. Attack all French naval 
units encountered. Report any movement North 
from Dakar. Admiral Cunningham N.C.X.F. will 
issue routeing instructions when you are 

released or upon your request when limit of endurance reached. 
His delivery group is that of C. in C. Spare Force No. 1 in 
current S.P. 02396. Make Capt. (S) 8 at Gibraltar information 
addressee in your request for routeing instruction. SHAD 
relays to BLACKFISH. All acknowledge. Gibraltar //T pass to 
N.C.X.F. Ends.(Cmdr. 50th U.S. Sub. Squadron, 2105Z/9 to 50th U.S. S/M Sqdn. 
(R) Capt. (S) 8).

/C.S.10...
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C.3.10 ( 20?01) Z/9th. Important that you should 
maintain fighter patrol and same degree of air 
escort (?readiness) from dawn to dusk tomorrow 
Tuesday as for today. Sufficient fighters shoul 
be flown off to Maison Blanche to enable this to 
be done whilst AVENGER is in harbour.

Arrange direct with PALOMARES or ship detailed by Cdr. EN.T.F. 
for fighter (group missed) (2 corrupt groups).
(ARGUS. 2205Z/9 to AVENGER, (R) E.N.T.F. , C.S.10, SCYLLA,
R.A. (A) H.F. )

Expect to bomb it with naval bomber on 10th. At least 11 
French destroyers and cruisers sunk or damaged.
(N.C.X.F., 2216Z/9 to N.C.E.N.T.F. )

To Allied Force H.Q. Todays proceedings. American 
armoured units in N. and S. sectors of Morocco operation are 
making headway against slackening resistance. Centre of 
force is consolidating position at Fedala amidst smiling 
friendly people. A freighter disembarked tanks today at docks 
at Safi while other units of force which armoured vehicles 
belong to seized a nearby air port which can accommodate. 
American planes 400 prisoners many of them from famed Foreign 
Legion taken at Safi.
At port (groups missed) American and French (? armour) resulted 
in hasty French retreat. Infantry captured 3 French tanks 
near the beach Fidala yesterday. Navy bombers pounded coast 
defence guns at Casablanca. Moroccans in Fedala are reported 
(?to have) received American troops as friends.
(Commanding General W.T.F., 2305Z/9 to Com. Gen. Allied Forces, 
H. Q. , R. , N.C.X.F. )

Situation From Eis:enhower for Patton. Resistance ceased
Algiers Algiers area. Oran all assault forces ashore.

Situation
in
Casablanca
area.

For Clark from Eisenhower.
Resistance continues in Casablanca area. French 
Battleship JEAN BART gutted by fire.
Several French destroyers that area badly 
damaged. Fort Santon at Oran still holding out. 
Harbour cannot be used until Fort neutralized.

area. Resistance continues particularly at Fort Santon 
which prevents use of port.
(C. in C. X.F., 2217Z/9 to C.G. W.T.F.)

HENGIST’s 1800A/9 HENGIST remain 30 miles 
clear of coast by night ZETLAND report P.C.S. 
for dawn R/V.
(N. C.XF. 2221Z/9 to HENGIST, ZETLAND, (R) 
N.C. ,C.N.T.F. )

/ j i .

Will you contact me as soon as possible? Urgen 
( ?N. C. X. F. , 2223/9 to 3.N.O.L. Sector a ).

/Ref
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Operation "Torch11. - Contd,
Reference TON 5 Appendix one pages 3 and 5 
it would be appreciated if BULLDOG and BEAGLE 
could exchange duties with BRILLIANT and 
ANTELOPE, the two former being 7estern Approaches 
destroyers and the two latter normally South 
Atlantic flotilla.
(Adraty. 2235A/9 to N.C.X.F. , (R) C. in C. v/.App. 
F.O.C.N.A. , R.A.W.A. )

(?Escort for) LARGS anchored Arzeu by 0600/10 
(S.O.C.N.T.F., 22UU/9 to FARNDALE, CALPE, (R) 
RHYL, JAMAICA).

Your 2120Z. Are you patrolling Oran or Arzeu? 
(AURORA, 22h6z/9 to CALPE).

My course is 2 7 6 /
(FURIOUS, 2250/9 to Ships in company).

Q95k 9 Nov.
P.RU. Sortie C 590 dated 9th time ll+OO hrs. shows 
Genoa:- At 1330 hrs. the "Navigatori" Class 
destroyer departed port since 8th November. Otha 
Naval Units remain in same positions. Only 
changes in Merchant Shipping is arrival of one M 

230 ft. seen departing Port.
Savona:- Since 2nd November one M/V 270 ft. arrived and is only 
ship of any note in Port.
Genoa/Port A/D:- Three small A/C present.
Turin/Aereitalia A/D:~ Eight large and seventy one small A/C 
visible at 1250 hrs. Toulon:- Since 8th Nov. battle cruiser 
STRASBOURG entered South Eastern Dry Dock off Darse Vieille 
Two GALISSONNIERE Class six inch cruisers are new arrivals in 
the Baie De La Seyne since yesterday and were last seen in 
Hyeres Bay. Both these vessels carry A/C. Battleffiffuioor 
DUNKERQUE and Battleship PROVENCE remain dry docked and latters 
dock still partially flooded. Apart from internal movement of 
one Contre Torpilleur and one Sloop only other change in 
shipping since 8th Nov. is departure of one "Pomone" class T/B 
and arrival of one escort vessel. Ex Battle cruiser L ’OCEAN 
remains at Mandrier.
Mandrier SPB - Two A/C seen afloat.
St. Andre de L'Eure A/D - no A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Benson, 2305A/9 to Adinty. Air Min. Bomber, Coastal 
Fighter (int). Army Co-operation Commands, Medmeriham, 8th 
U.S. B.C.)

R/C Genoa
Savona
Toulon.

*» t

COWDRAY Your 1757* Take off Ship’s company and abandon
COvVDRAY. Ship’s Company to be accommodated in 
KEREN. STORK (3 corrupt groups) to guard 
COWDRAY.
(N.C.E.N.T. F. , 2315Z/9 to ALGERINE, (R) STORK, 
KEREN).

/R/C.
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WX. 5635 ADAM 243 9th.
P.R.U./GIB/W1/9 Nov. GIB /G15/7811.
Sortie G231 dated 9th. time 1135 hours shows:- 
Toulon. The harbour is covered^with the excep^ 
tion of La Seyne Bay. Only significant changes 

in Naval shipping since 1440/8 are the dry docking of (?BS) 
STRASBOURG and arrival of the 2 GALIS30NNIERE Crs. moored in 
E Uillette Road. Dry dock in which PROVENCE is flooded as at 
1440/8.
Hyeres Bay. Not photographed but pilot reported that 2 
GALISSONNIERE Crs. had left. Toulon/St. Mandrier SPB 2 LEO 
258a  visible. Hyeres A/D 26 small A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Gibraltar, 2320Z/9 to Air Min. (R) Benson, H.Q.C.C. )

War Diary.

R/C Toulon 
area.

Delayed due to difficulty towing. Bulkhead 
(watertight?). Now about 123 miles 272° from 
Release point. Estimated T. of A. dawn 11th. 
(Ship (name unkno?m) 2325/9 to C.N.T.F. )

Gibraltar MS. 4287- AI. 148 Nov. 9.
air report. Operational summary for 24 hours ended 1800 hrs. 

November 9»
1. A/S escorts 1 Catalina to K.M.F.2. 1
Catalina to K.X.5* 1 Catalina to THOMAS STONE

total time 26 hrs. 10 mins. A/S patrols 5 Hudsons off Oran.
4 Hudsons to East total time 58 hrs. 55 mins. 1 Catalina 
off Casablanca 10 hrs. 1 Catalina CLA 3° to 6° E. 10 hrs.
30 mins. 1 Catalina shipping crossover Nov. 8 18 hrs. 30 mins.
1 Hudson Met. flight to West 6 hrs. 45 mins. 6 operational 
sorties cancelled owing weather no U/B or sightings or attacks 
8 Spitfires and 2 Hudsons to Maison Blanche 1 Hudson to Blida 
20 U.S.A. O.C. Spitfires to Oran 2 Fortresses to Algiers. 1 
operational sortie by fighter aircraft.
2. No enemy activity over Rock.
3. I Mosquito photo R/C Toulon 6 hrs. 30 mins. 1 Spitfire 
photo R/C Casablanca (missing) photo R/C Toulon Nov. 11 -
2 Crs which were in Hyeres Bay have entered Toulon and 
STRASBOURG is now in dry dock.
4. Transit A/C in 55 or 15 Hudsons 1 Albemarle 1 Liberator 
1 Whitley from U.K. out nil.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 2330Z/9 to H.Q.C.C., Air Min. (R) A.H.Q. , 
Malta, H. Q. , R.A.F. , M.E. , A.H.Q. Africa, A.L.O. Admty).

U/B attacked 
by VERITY.

One S/M on surface in approx. 036° 2D ’ N. , 
001° 58’ W., at 23152/9 attacked by VERITY and 
dived.
(FURIOUS, 2340Z/9 to F.O.C.N.A. , N.C.X.F. )

Oran Be prepared to bombard target P . 8 from 0800, 
using A/C spotting v/ith Pendant 44 Walrus.
Time of commencement will be signalled to 
addressee ARGUS. Pendant 44 signal A/C sent for. 
(C.O. C.N.T.F., 2345/9 to RODNEY, ̂ JAMAICA, (R) 
AURORA, FARNDALE). * />.3^

/FURIOUS.. .
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E.T.A. 0745Z/10 AVON VALE, PUCKERIDGE, ACHATES 
in company. Request gate 0900Z/10. Acknowledge. 
(FURIOUS, 2351Z/9 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) N.C.X.F.)
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R a id e rs .

I n t e l l ig e n c e .  My 1/+01/1+. 1 D/F f i x  o f  a German r a id e r  o r  suppl 
sh ip  o f f  Sunda S t r a i t s  at 11+19Z/7. P o s s ib le  
th a t u n it  con cern ed  i s  R aider "E ". L a tte r  n ot 

thought t o  have c a r r ie d  out any a tta ck s  s in ce  at le a s t  20th 
J u ly  and may th e r e fo r e  now he re tu rn in g  t o  In d ian  Ocean a f t e r  a 
p e r io d  in  a Far East p o r t .
2 .F u rth er r e p o r ts  by  s u r v iv o r s  o f  a t ta c k  r e fe r r e d  t o  in  my 
1A+01/1+ p a ra . 1 show th a t in  a g a lla n t  a c t io n  w ith  her i+ in ch  
gun la s t in g  u n t i l  h er  magazine ex p lod ed  STEPHEN HOPKINS 
s e r io u s ly  damaged and may have sunk the r a id e r .
3• HOLMPARK overdue a t T rin id a d  s in c e  27/ 10/ 191+2 from  Capetown. 
German b ro a d ca st  on 26th N ov .cla im ed  h avin g  sunk t h is  s h ip . 
P o s s ib ly  a U/Boat c a s u a lty .
!+.DRESDEN, TANNENFELS and KULKERLAND from  the Far East 
have been photographed  in  B isca y  o r  B isca y  p o r ts  d ir in g  the p a st 
week. O ther b lo ck a d e -ru n n e rs  may a l s o  have r e c e n t ly  a r r iv e d . 
KOTA NOPAN and ANNELIESE ESSBERGER s ig h te d  on 7th  November 
le a v in g  B is ca y , p ro b a b ly  f o r  the Far E ast.
ERMLAND, PIETRO 0RSE0L0yCATARACTE and BELGRANO c o u ld  b y  now be 
in  P a c i f i c  o r  Ind ian  O ceans. BURGENLAND and SILVAPLANNA co u ld  
b y  now have reach ed  lo n g itu d e  o f  Cape Horn o r  Cane A gulhas. 
(D .D .l .C . 2230A/9 t o  A .I .G .1 3  e t c ) /

North A t la n t i c .

GIL EAKES. GIL EANES met and armed guard taken o f f .  One 
r a t in g  wounded ( c o t  c a s e ) .  Am p ro ce e d in g  to  
r e jo in  con v oy .
(AUBK3TIA 0006A/9 t o  F .O .C .N .A .(R ) GLAISDALE).

O peration  O peration  "N eptune" s u c c e s s fu l .E x p e c t  me
"N ep tu n e ." p o s i t io n  Q at 0700A /9th  Nov. S. o f  A. 160

m ile s  p er  day. Weather r e p o r t .
(S/M P .2 1 7 . 0212A /9 to  C a p t .(S ) 8 (R) Admty. 
C a p t.(S ) 1 0 ) .

ALASKA R eport s i t u a t io n  ALASKA and SILVERWILLOW.
SILVERWILLOW. (F .O .C .N .A . 1012Z/9 t o  LEYLAND (R) JAUNTY,Admty),

U/B. S/M l e f t  harbour 1600 hours y e s te rd a y
Santander. Sunday. Was met o f f  the c o a s t  b y  i+ German

( t£/i7umoNt w arsh ips and s e v e r a l  a e ro p la n e s .
KECi i /i a l i o  (aiuuAHi.) (S antander 1 0 2 0 /9  t o  Admty (R) S t r a i t s  G ib . and 

M ad rid ). ^  .

/ ANTHONY.. .
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ANTHONY arrived Ponta Delgada 1215 G.M.T. /9th. 
DUNCAN 31+00.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1211/9 to S.O.(l) Gib,(R) 
Admiralty).

1.Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO 
cruising in area "between Canary Islands and 
Point 56.01 30.02.
2. C. P.7. SHROPSHIRE, ARROW, ACTIVE, 
BRIDGEWATER,29.25, 21.52 through 29.29, 21.5^+ 

thence 2i+5° H f .
5. U.G.F. 2, 33.k 5 , 22.15.
1+. VINDICTIVE, HECLA, VENOMOUS, MARNE, 29.02, 20.20 55° 12^. 
(P.O.C.N.A. 1556Z/9).

Bombing A/C 55U. 9th Nov.
Restrictions. Submerged homing restrictions are instituted as 

follows
Serial N0.G.56I. Prom 1200/10, to 1300/12 

20 miles either side of a line joining i+7°N. 12° 10' W. and 1+5°
N 12° 20' W. Serial No.G.5 6 2. Prom 2000/10 to 2300/11. 20 miles 
either side of a line joining 1+6 ° 32' N. 06° 02' W. 1+8° 06*
N. 08° 20' W.
(H.Q.C.C. 1715A/9 to R.A.P.Gibraltar, F.O.C.N.A. S.8).

ANTHONY,
DUNCAN.

Situation 
1958A/9th 
Area Y.

COWSLIP. Following is a repetition of my l6l±8/ 8th (receive
corrupt) (begins) Arrival COWSLIP.(Ends). 
(F.O.C.N.A. 181+2Z/9).

U/B
Santander 
departure, 
(Report). 

[(.CrfTjR, toMd

My l6l+0/9th and R.O. Santander 1525/7th.
No communication of any kind with Santander. 
Minister Marine has just informed me Italian 
submarine sailed yesterday evening on the surface

______ and was escorted from outside by 3 A/G. He said
0 j i/A au.) gkg coui£ no-t submerge as batteries and motors

still 'useless?/
I reminded him of time limit which expressly insisted on repairs 
enabling sub to submerge (My 2027/9th Sept) to which he replied 
he did not remember saying anything of kind. S/M has had 
serious damage to pressure hull motor and batteries. She had 
asked time to complete full repair but could leave at any time 
when fit to navigate on the surface. As this was directly 
contradictary to what he said previously I was obliged to 
challenge his statement and without actually accusing him of bad 
faith became involved in argument approaching quarrel. This wa 
clearly useless so I left. As I was going he stopped me and 
said passionately that we had no idea of his difficulty that he 
had many times stopped Axis attempts to obtain advantages many 
more than we had idea and he had often to oppose his_colleagues 
but that Spain had to give way sometimes on small points to be 
in a position to resist greater demands. S/M question was 
greatest of them all. All we did was to make wildest accusations

/ here.... .
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North A tla n tic  -  Gontd.

here he mentioned s p e c ia lly  amenity a lleg a tion s  
about o i l  -  and to w riting  n o tices  couched in 
undiplom atic language. He re fe rs  s p e c i f i c a l ly  
to  our la s t  Note on s/ m at base which apparently 
rankled. I said I knew h is d i f f i c u l t i e s  but 
was sorry  my r e co lle c t io n  o f  h is  previous 

o,£&inal>)o e>/uLiA*u.) statement d if fe r e d  from h is .
A l l  th is  coupled with fa c ts  I have been try in g  in vain to  see 
him fo r  past 6 days convinces me the departure o f  S/M was 
matter agreed as p o l i t i c a l ly  expedient.
I am fu l ly  aware i  have been tr ick e d . I have been re ly in g  on 
h is statem ent, ( o f  which we have no w ritten  confirm ation ) and on 
measures taken to  ensure S/M could  not submerge which were 
e f f e c t iv e .  R eliab le  report o f  s a il in g  o f  S/M was not p oss ib le  
without W/T on the spot.
(M adrid,191+3/9 to  Admty)

U/B
Santander, 
departure. 
(R ep ort). 
Gontd. 

iC£HTO/liOsl t

*P.51+.
*  URSULA, 

STURGEON.

P.51+ and URSULA are to leave p a tro l forthw ith  
d iv in g  by day to  pass p os it ion  135°• Caoe 
Palos 10 m iles at 2200/10th and 0 0 0 1 /llth
re sp e c tiv e ly . Further orders fo llo w .

*- (C a p t.S .8. 2158Z/9 to  8th S/M F . ) .
My 2158. From p os it ion  1^5° Gape Palos 10 

m iles P .5I+ and URSULA are to proceed G ibra ltar dived by day on 
11th, on surface at C.O 's d iscre tio n  on 12th. Keep 5 m iles N. 
o f  route SS as given TON 1+ appendix 3 to  arrive  G ibra ltar 
ll+30/ 12th and 1630/ l 2th re sp e ctiv e ly . _
2. STURGEON leave G ibra ltar 1700/10th dived* by day 130 m iles a 
day keeping 10 m iles N. o f  route SS. through lj>5° Gape Palos 5 
and 01+2.28 N. 001+. 59 E. to  enter area A by S.W. corner at 2100/ 
15th.

(C a p t.S .8. 2206Z/9 to  8th S .F .) .

South A t la n t ic .
T .21. Inconclusive D/F bearings at 231+9Z/8 and 01+12Z/9
U/B. suggest the p o s s ib i l i t y  that you are being

shadowed by a U-Boat.
(D .D .I.C . 061+1A/9 to Escorts o f  T .2 1 ).

I

Ita lia n
R epatria tions.

Your 2125/21st Oct. para.N o.3. Request onward 
route from Port E lizabeth .
(C. in  G.S.A. 1123C/9 to Admty). W.R.Note.
A.M. 2125/21 Oct. i s  recyphered version  o f  N.A. 
M adrid's 1808/20 Oct. concerning movements o f 
Ita lia n  ren a tria tion  v esse ls  VULCANIA, SATURNIA, 
DUILI0 and*GIULI0 GESARE. Para.3. sta tes  route
Indian Ocean and Red Sea w il l  be communicated 
la te r . This message has not been sent to  N.A. 
Madrid. Reply M.Brnch.2005A/9 to  g , in^J.S.A .



MOST SECRET.

351

9. 11. 191*2.
V-'ar Diary. Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.
W.S.24. Position convoy W.S.24 at 1400Z/9 008° 3 0 ’ N.

029° 30’ W. course 192° S. of A. 12.3. knots. 
Estimated position at 0800Z/llth Nov.000o O  S. 
028. 07 W. course 192° S. of A. 12.5 knots. 
TAMAROA detached with SOUTHERN PRIDE. ILEX not 
met.
(Oapt.D.ll lllj.OZ/9, to R.A.W.A. (r ) Admty, 
Gomsolantfront. 0. in O.U.S.Fleet, DESPATCH, 
ILEX, SOUTHERN PRIDE).

1. Estimated position of convoy W.S.22+ at 0800Z/9th.
Nov. 09.09 N. 29.16 W. Convoy proceeding thence "by following
3? Ollt 0 • —
(J) 07.01 N. 29,42 W. (H) 01.02 N. 27.45 W. (u) 04.00 S. 29.00 W. (V) 12.00 S. 35.00 W. thence Bahia. 8. 0f A. 12̂ - knots
2. Task Group 23.3 consisting of U.S.cruisers OMAHA, MARBLEHEAD 
and JOUETT is estimated to he on Equator in St.Paul's Rocks are 
on 10th - 11th Nov. on easterly course. S. of A. 12 knots.

(R.A.W.A. 1301Z/9 to DESPATCH, ILEX, ROTHERHAM, (R) B.A.D 
Admty. etc). t

W. S.23. Sailed CARTHAGE and DAUNTLESS escorting convoy
W.S.23 routed as in C.' in C.E.F. 0945/l9th Oct. 
(N.T. in W.R.). not to Admty. S. of A. 13 
knots.

2.Shifting to group NU at 14l5Z/llth and group V at 0245Z/15th.
3.Local escort consisting of NORMAN, BLAGKMOfJF, KANARIS until 
llOOZ/llth and JASMINE, INCONSTANT, GENISTA, until 0700Z/l0th. 
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1149Z/9 to Admty, C. in C.E.F., C. in C.S.A.).

DRAGON. Departure Pointe Noire 1100Z/9th Nov. DRAGON.
E.T.A. Duala 0600Z/llth. Route in accordance 
with C. in C.S.A.S's 19530/5rd.
(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1205/9 to R.A.W. A.(R)Admty.etc).

Need for Owing to scarcity of escort vessels and troop
Corvettes. escort commitments it has frequently been

necessary for local convoys to be escorted by 
groups consisting of trawlers and M.Ls only. 

Until recently this'has been satisfactory, but it is now 
apparent that stronger groups containing at least one corvette 
are essential. Importance of other commitments are fully 
appreciated, but it is hoped that. T.L may find it possible to 
release corvettes of Freetown Escort Force as soon as circum
stances permit. Also important that R.D.F. should be fitted in 
trawlers as soon as practicable. My 1314/51 July refers. 
(R.A.W.A. 1237Z/9. to Admty (R) C. in C.S. A.).

Convoys. W.S.23 A to Aden. W.S.2j> B and C.M.34 to Bombay.
Sailing telegram.
(N.O.I.C.Durban 1536Z/9 to Admty, C. in C.S.A.
C. m  C.E.F. etc,.

/ Capt.D.18...•
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South Atlantic - Oontd.
Capt.D.18. 
to Command 
Trawlers and 
M.Ls.

Intend to transfer all A/S and M/S Trawlers,
Motor Launches and M/L Base now under command 
of Cant. A.P.Freetown to the Command of 
Capt.(D) 18.
2. Present divided administration does not make 
for maximum efficiency.(Reasons for this change). 
3.It is intended that Capt.(D) 18 should remain 
in command of PHILOCTETES and that Capt.Maxwell's 
relief should he appointed in command of EDINBUR 
CASTLE only and it is requested he may he Junior 
to Cant.(D) 18.
(R. A.W.A. U+11Z/9 to Admty).

SOUTH AFRICA Received 11+26 G.M.T. SSSS 24.30 N. 1+6.28 W. 
torpedoed. SOUTH AFRICA torpedoed hy s/m , ship burning in

forehold.
(Burnham Radio, 11+12/9) (Plymouth T.P. 11+12/9) 
(Portishead Radio 1432/9).

DESPATCH,
DIOMEDE.
1 1

A~r

Ref.A.M. 161+5/21+th July. In view of shortage of 
cruisers in S.A. and Y/est Africa area propose 
to employ DESPATCH and when available DIOMEDE 
in Freetown area as anti-raider and/or blockade 
runner patrols. Do you concur?
(C. in C.S.A. 11+350/9 to B.A.D. (R) R.A.W.A. 
Admty, C.T.F.23).Replies:- (C.T. F. 23, 00^5/10) 
(B.A.D. 0201/10)

Situation CORINTHIAN,F.S.COMMANDANT DROGOU escorting &
Report. 07.20 11+.26 to 06.30, H+.25 thence 118° 10£.

— .DESPATCH about 03.51 21.06 230° 15 at 1959Z/9th.
ROTHERHAM, QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ILEX, with W.S.21+,

06 .1+2 , 29 . 4 7 , 162° 12 .̂
BENGALI, ST.WISTAN. 3 M.Ls.escorting about 05.00, 00.32 to Lagos
7*.MILFORD escorting about 04.25, 0 0 o 2  E. to Takoradi 11. 
TAMARISK about 02.40 S. 02.20 E. to Equator 0 4 o 0  E. thence to 
Lagos, 8.
( R.A.W.A. 1501Z/9 to Area P.etc).

PHOEBE. Following is situation: repairs will be
completed by 21st Nov. and ship ready for sea by 
28th Nov. Necessary to hoist out "A" Gun house, 
complete to provide buoyancy. Ship will 

be c a-cable to steam 2100 miles at 12 knots and 1800 miles at 
14 knots at moderate weather. Request name of refit port be 
communicated. If in U. S.A. ship can proceed without patching 
hole and arrangements be started now to transfer turret and
other stores by freight. . „ . _ _. . M(PHOEBE, 1531/9 to R.A.W.A.(R) C. in C.S.A. C. m  C.Simonstown,
Admiralty.).

/ASTURIAS___
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VASTURIAS, Sail ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS to patrol through
'AMARANTHUS. following position.

G. 007.10 N. 020. 00 W. H. 001.00 S. 008.4-0 W. 
K.006. 00 S. Oil. 35 W. L. 003.00 N. 015.30 W. 
M.006. 30 N. 023. 30.W.Patrol starts at position 

G. at 2200Z 10th Nov. S. of A. 12.5 knots. ASTURIAS has discre
tion to vary patrol if desired.
(R.A.W.A. 1533Z/9 to Admty (R) C. in C.S.AfT.G. 23.2 etc). 

Departures 9th Nov. AMARANTHUS, ASTURIAS on patrol. 
(S.O.(l) Freetown 1917Z/9).

Dispositions. BURDOCK about 14.50 19.00 to Bathurst.
HOLCOMBE 12.22,_18.48 240° 18.

(?group omitted) escorting 11.35 23.46 106° ll-g-.
—> ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS about 08.30 15.24 to westward 112.

P.614 09.40, 17.08 to Freetown, 85. o
TURCOMAN 3 M.Ls. escorting convoy F.T.T.2, 08.55 16.19, 277 7r*
at 2001Z/9th.
ST ZENO, NORTHERN DAWN, NORTHERN DUKE, COVENTRY CITY, with 
convoy T.21 about 09.30 23.00 to Freetown 9.
(R.A. W.A. 1543Z/9 to Area P.).

ANDREAS. Ref. N.C.S.I.89.
(Sunk (A) ANDREAS. Greek.
4th Nov.) (B) 4th Nov. 2215 G.M.T. 002. S. 030.30 W.

CJ Not known.
D* ditto.
Êj ditto.

(F) After ship was abandoned by informants ship was bombarded by 
2 S/Ms until heavy explosion occurred. Ship believed to have 
sunk without enemy boarding her.
(G) British Seaman Gunner, Army Gunner and Dutch Quartermaster.
(H) Not known. a ..
(l) Rot known. Note, no officers to date saved, consequently
report incomplete.
(N^C.S.O. Pernambuco 1620/9, to Admty).

WEST 
HUMHAW, 
BENALDER, 
torpedoed 
8th Nov.

ST.40. SS HUMHAW and S3. BENALDER torpedoed 
in 004.19 N. 002.44 W. at 1715Z/3th. WEST HUKHAW sunk, BENALDER in tow to Takoradi no 
casualties reported all survivors being landed
Takoradi. „ ^
(N.C.S.O. Takoradi,1620Z/9 to Admty Casualty
Section) Further details, see 1845/10.

T G 25.2. Task Group 2^.2 consisting of Commander U.S.
Cruisers, 2nd Division, Rear Admiral Read, in 

U S Cruiser*MILWAUKEE with U.S.Cruiser*CINCINNATTI, U.S.Dest.
Recife 2100Z/8th to patrol through following 

positions,- A. 008.00 S. 018.00 W. at 0U00Z/12th. B.Oil.00 S. 
018 "00 W. at 1900Z/12th. C. 011.00 S. 012.00 W. at 2200Z/lDth.

S. 012.00 V/ at 0200Z/14th, thence Recife E.T.A. 1200VD. 012.00 
18th Nov. 
(R.A.W.A. 
ASTURIAS,

1629Z/9 to C. in C.S.A.(R) Admty, N. .I.C.Ascension, 
AMARANTHUS.) *  v— /- 3 3'S /A/S Escorts...
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South Atlantic - Contd,
A/S A.M, 2355/7th Nov,(re employment D/S Trawlers
Escorts. on East Coast of Africa and in Cape Area (See

East Indies 7th Nov)) Eastern Fleet destroyers 
lent to South Atlantic and (?corvettes) 

available have been organised into divisions of South Atlantic 
escort forces and are divided Capetown and Durban,
2.It has not been possible to organize groups sailings as yet 
but hope to do so on arrival of A/S trawler-3.
5,Meanwhile escort forces are given particular tasks and every 
assistance (corrupt group) merely patrolling an area. The 
tasks have (included) escort of W,S.23 and other ships and 
searching for survivors,
(C. in C.S.A. 1651C/9 to Admty (R) C. in C.E. F.).

?MONTE
NARANCO.

Spanish Merchant ship MONTE NARANSTRAIN 
(W.D.Note: - No trace in Lloyds - ?MONTE NARANCO) 
reported by aircraft as follows:- 
llil9Ath 018.1+6 N. 020° 028° W. 021+° 8.

1206/1+th 019.15 N. 020.29 W. 026° 8.
By second aircraft. 08U0/7th 018.55 U. 019.36 W. 020, 8.
Vessel due Las Palmas 6th November, from South America,
Consider movement 1+th to 7th suspicious and that she may be 
acting as supply ship. A.M.C.on patrol has reported Spanish 
ships aoproaching Canary Islands are frequently several days 
(?stating) expected positions and exchanging positions by W/T. 
(R. A.W.A. 1703Z/9 to Admty, N.C.X.F.S.O.Force Q. Br.Com.W.N.
"T" F, Air H.Q.Gibraltar, (R) 297 Wing Freetown).
Reply:Admty, 1750/10.

Dakar
Mines.

Convoy.

W.S.21+.
u / b .

S.T.1+1.

CAMBRIA.

It is reported that mines have been laid 
up to 5 K/Ms outside Dakar.
(r .A. W.A. 1733Z/9 to U.S.Ship BLACKFISH,(R), 
N.C.X.F., Admty, Com.W.N.T.F.).

Departure BENGALI, ST WISTAN, M.Ls.2l+2+, 272, 285 
t o L a g o s  escorting Convoy T.L.D.M.l.
(N.0.I.C.Takoradi 1806Z/9 to F.O.I.C.W.A. (R) 
Admty, N.O. I. C.Lagos). ^  $

By D/F at 1535Z/9 and 1728Z/9 U-Boats may 
have reported W.S.21+.
(D.D.I.G. 18i+OZ/9 to Escorts W.S.21+).

Departure 9th November CORINTHIAN, COMMANDANT 
DROGOU with S.T.1+1.
(S.O.(l) Freetovm 1 9 H Z / 9  to N.O.I.C. Takoradi, 
(R) B.N.L.O. West Africa). 4̂ *. />,

Recife. Cable ship CAMBRIA now at position C. 
(Pernambuco 191+0/9 to Admty).

/Movements....
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Movements Departure 8th Nov. U. S.Cruiserv'dNCINNATtl, 
U.S. Cruise*%ILWAUKEE U. S. DestroyerKSOMER
Arrivals 8th Brazilian Minelayers CABEDEH), 
CARAVHLA2>, Brazilian Survey vessel VITAL BE 
OLIVEIRA, Arrival 9th Brazilian Tug ANIBAL 
MEEDONCA.
(R,0. Pernambuco 2001Z/9 to Admty). X

Your 1707/8. DRUPA must proceed Freetown ( ' 
message) as requested in my 1921/17/10 not to 
Takoradi.

that no officers included amongst survivors. Information given b 
Dutch A/B and British Naval and Army Gunner.
2. Ahout 2200 S A T on 3rd Nov. ANDREAS on S.E. course sighted 
aeroplane stated hy Gunner to he Fockewulf which approached on 
starboard quarter and made 3 runs over ship at 200 feet altitude, 
twice with searchlight on. Enemy identity of aircraft seems 
problematical.
3. At 2155 G.M.T.4th Nov a torpedo passed across bow of ship 
and at 2215 without being previously sighted 2 S/Ms attacked 
from about 600 yards range, 1 on port side with gunfire another 
ahead with machine-gun fire. Approximate position 002° S.
030° 30' W. Ship abandoned about 20 minutes later and life-boat 
machine-gunned - Captain dying in boat. Ship then caught fire 
and was not actually seen to sink but big explosion and flash 
occurred about 2 hours later. (Cargo included ammunition). No 
description available of S/Ms which did not approach life-boat. 
The 1 other life-boat launched had officers on board and was lost 
sight of during the night 5th.
4. U.S.Naval Authorities here informed.
(R.O. Pernambuco 2105Z/9 to Admty).

CSRION The following has been read by Scapa W/T from

torpedoed and gunned.
(T.O.R. 2204 G.M.T./9) (N.Foreland Radio 2^6/9) 
(Cominch 2324/9).

N.

Following has been read on 500 K/Cs. SSSS DEpCRZR 
6.05 S. 35.41 W. Torpedoed 2315/9. T.0.R.2345Z/
9.
(Freetown W/T No.T.0.0. Reed.0101/10) .’.7.R.Note: - 
CRZR - undecypherable.

X d -tvvJX  c lvX X  •

(D.T.D. 2004A/9 to N.O.I.C.Takoradi.(R) R.A.W.A.)

MARCUS,
WHITMAN.
torpedoed.

Georgetown W/T reports MARCUS WHITMAN torpedoed 
abandoned 2315Z/9th in 006.05 S. 032.41 V/.
(S.0(1) Kingston, Jam. 2041R/9 to Admty).

ANDREAS 
(sunk 
4th Nov).

1.Brazilian SS.BAGE landed here 8th November 13 
survivors ex Greek SS. ANDREAS lost by enemy 
action whilst on passage from St.John, N.S. to 
Alexandria, via Trinidad. Following particulars 
of attack are best available in view of fact

torpedoed. GJJC(CERION) SSSS 35.58 S. 26.p7 E. CERION

Unknown Ship 
Torpedoed.
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9.11.1942.War Diary. Monday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
Movements. 8th Nov.Port Said arrival RORQUAL, GLOXINIA,

SOUTHERN SEA, CUMBRAE, ANTWERP, TETCOTT, SK. 
ORION, CLEOPATRA, EURYALUS, ARETHUSA, PAKENHAM, 

PALADIN,PETARD, KELVIN, JAVELIN, HERO, CROOME, ALDENHAM, 
Departures SEAHAM,*HYACINTH, WHITEHAVEN,XFALK.
(N.O.I.C.Port Said, 0030B/9 to Admty etc).

Position one unit 35.58 N. 23.56 E.
(A/C Call Sign 8UH Duty P. 0550B/9 to 201 Group).

Oapt.(s) 8’s 13U2A/7 and N.C.X.F's l802Z/8th. 
Onward route for P.221, P.2+5, P.2+8 through 
position (i) 058.16 007.56. (ii) 038.j>0, 010.00. 
Further orders follow. Attention is drawn to 
CLYDE’S route given in V. A.Malta's lll+5A/8th. 

TURBULENT and PARTHIAN patrolling 5 and 10 miles respectively 
155° from Cavoli Island light.
( Capt.S.10. 0821A/9, to S/Ms on patrol (R) N.C.X.F., Capt.(S) 8)

P.J4I4.. P.2+2+ return to F. P.211 patrol in G.
p.211. At 12+00 today line F J is to move at economical

speed 225° 8 miles. When in new position F, 
P.2+2+ is not to cross the 100 fathom line 
except in pursuit of enemy,.
(Cant. S. 10.0912+A/9 to P.2+2+,P. 211, P. 212, P. 22+7 
(R) N.C.X.F. S/Ms on patrol).

Enemy
Units.

Following has Been read P.C. and S. of 1 enemy 
tanker 2 E/V? 2 airplanes 36.30 N, 22+.06 E. 
course 190° speed 8 knots.
(Alexandria W/T 0915B/9).

MAURETANIA. Your 062+9/7th Nov. (?07U9/7 intended re sailing of 
escort for MAURETANIA) P.S.T.O.India 0539/8th Nov 
MAURETANIA will he sailed to Colombo unless 
instructions received to contrary. P.S.T.O.
India pass to Armindia.
(P.S.T.O. Egypt.0920B/9 to C. in C. E.F.(R) Admty 
etc).

Ooeration. Object to establish M.T.boat advance base at Mers
"m 1a .Z.9." Umn El Rakham. Tank landing craft b and 2+ M.T.B_

/ (i.e. 20th division number j>07, 309, 511 and 31b
** jo. leave Alexandria 1130 Nov. 10th at 6 knots or
better close inshore through "Warn" at 1900 then "Rum" at 1000 
Nov.11th to arrive Mersa Umm El Rakham 1200/llth. Our force 
will not be west of (026° or 009° ?) east during dark hours. 
Continuous W/T watch will be kept by two M. T.boats on 2+25 /Cs. 
Force Z is requested to keep transmitting? on 2+25 K/Cs.
Should M.T.Bs fail to communicate with the shore on 2+25 K/Cs 
attempt will be made on 2+205 K/Cs. Codeword is "Nugget". Reques 
fighter protection. They have been informed of convoy -ulley , 
motor and M.S.li+s probably return to Alexandria. R.N.G.H.Q. pass 
to H.Q.R.A.F. M.E. and Air G.H.Q.Egypt.
(C.C.F. 102+5B/9, to A. I.G. 72.C. S. 15, Air H.Q.Egypt, R.N.G.H.Q. 
M.East, H.Q.R.A.F.M.E.). M.A.Z.9 cancelled, see 17U5B/9.

/Cositrep....



MOST SECRET

357

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.11.1942.
Monday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
All timings G.M.T.
1. Day 8th Nov. Matruh was occupied at 0900 
hrs. without serious opposition. Landing stage 
intant and road clear of mines.
2. By 0900 hrs. ground had dried sufficiently 

to enable 10 Corps to move forward. 7 Armd.Div. directed on 
frontier with head approximately at 620328 at 1700 hours 8th 
Nov. 2 N.Z.Div. had directed 4 light Armd.Bde and one Inf.
Bde. along coast road which was reported clear of enemy up to 
655366. 10 Armd Div. now under command 10 Corps, and located
area Charing Cross.
3. 50 Corps. Continued clearing battle area up to and including 
Fuka.
4. 13 Corps. Continued to clear up battlefield working west to 
line Matruh-Siwa. 50 Div. reports 69 Bde. in contact with enemy 
column fleeing in area 780280. Approx.1100 P.O.W.captured day 
8th Nov. including Commander Pavia Div. Firm count total P.O.Ws 
not yet available.
Air. 6. 8th Nov. fighters continued bombing and low-flying 
machine-gun attacks on enemy M.T. in Buq Buq and Solium areas 
inflicting heavy damage. No enemy air opposition.
7. Fighter patrols maintained between Matruh and Solium.
8. American B.24s despatched to bomb shipping in Benghazi Harbour 
forced to return by bad weather.
(C. in C.M. E. 1045Z/9).

Cositrep 
No. 588.

BRITISH
CHEMIST,
safe
conduct.

Your 1945/2/11 and C. in C.E.F’s 1549/3 neither
to Aden.
Route for BRITISH CHEMIST through following 
positions. On arrival at M.ship to proceed by 
North Channel to Massawa.
(F.O.R.S.C.A. 1117B/9, to Admty (R) C. in C.E.F. 
etc).
Permanent S/M patrol off Bosphorus has had to be 
withdrawn in order to keep maximum numbers 
further north. Consequently earliest possible 
information is requested of enemy ships entering 
Dardanelles and bound for Black Sea.
Intention is to send surface forces to attack, in 

which case we shall embark with necessary books and arrange 
direct wireless communication with Istanbul while at sea. 
S.O.(l) Istanbul please pass to C. in C.Med.
(N.L.O Black Sea 1120C/9 to Admty, C. in C.Med, etc).

Bosphorus 
S/M patrol 
enemy 
shipping.

French &  
Spani sh 
Shipping.

Movements.

Departure 7th C0ETL0G0N Sete (French).
Departure 8th SANTIAGO LOPEZ Palma (Majorca) 
(Snanish). Arrival 8th p.m. CASTILLO TORDESILLA 
(Spanish). Arrival 9th a.m. ESCALANO (Spanish). 
(Barcelona 1249/9 to M.W.T.).
Port Said 9th, arrival SNAPDRAGON, BURRA^ SAKTOURI 
departure SNAPDRAGON, GLOXINA, BURRA,Greek dest. 
IERAX, SAKTOURIS,SOUTHERN SEA.
(N.O.I.C.Port Said. 1317/9 to Admty, C. in C.Med)

/Arrivals...
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9.11.19U2.Monday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Movements.
Contd.

Mediterranean - Gontd.
Arrivals. HYACINTH, FALK.
(N.O.I.0.Palestinian Ports (Haifa) I858B/ 9  to 
Admty, G. in C.Med). 1

MANXMAN. Take 1+ "Hunts” as detailed "by R.A.(D) Med -
under your orders and proceed to Alexandria by 
inshore route to arrive boom 1700/l0th. Air 

L f protection by 201 Group and 252 Wing will bearranged by C. in O.Med. Report intentions.
(C. in C.Med. li+01B/9 to MANXMAN (R) R.A 
Alexandria, 201 Gr. G.S. 15 R.A.(D) Med. Gapt.
G. Forces, 250 Wing 252 Wing, R.N.G.H.Q. M.E. 
DULVERTON, Capt.(D) 12).

My ll+0l/9th. Request you will detail 1+ "Hunts" 2 addition
al ’'Hunts" from Port Said may be required to R/V with MANXMAN 
off Alexandria at (?0600/llth)

(C. in C.Med 11+05B/9 to R.A.D.Med, MANXMAN, C.S.15, 
DULVERTON). , .Your 10l+0/7th, not to MANXMAN(N.T. in W. D.)

List of stores, and personnel numbers.
(C. in C.Med. 1501B/9 to V.A.Malta (R) MANXMAN).

CLYDE.
/k.Hl

Sailed. .(V.A.Malta 11+1+5A/9 to F.O.C.N.A. etc).

TASSOS.
German.

Arrived 7th from Salonika.
(S.O.(l) Istanbul H+1+8C/9 to S.O.(l) Med.(R) 
S.l. D. of N.I.).

TAKU From dusk today you have freedom of action
in Aegean. Time of sailing patrol as necessary
to nass through. ___1.055.19, 026.36. at noon/lOth. 2.0^j>.5o» 0̂ )0.̂ >0 
at 11+00/11th.

3.051.1+9, 052.35 thence direct to arrive Port Said searched 
channel 0600B Nov.12th. You may run on surface daylight 11th. 
(Gapt.S.l.ll+52B/9 to TAKU (R) C. in C.Med etc).

Enemy Units. P.C. and S. of 3 small vessels (approx.2000 tons 
and one S/M 35.01+ N. 25.1+0 E. - 270 8 knots.
(A/C C/S A9SV._1530B/9 to 201 Group). 
(Alexandria 1532/9)«

TRITON. Gr. S/M TRITON leave 0;1°_5^' 052° 33’
at 2000B tonight routed dived "by day through 
0-5(5. 19, 026.36 , thence operating in Aegean 

east of line 325° from position 035.20, 026.5U. Daily advance
(Capt*S?lI 151+7B/9 to S/Ms on patrol (R) 0. in C.Med. Capt.(S) 
10 C C.F.).My*15l+7/9th. All times delayed. 21+ hours.

(Capt.S.l. 2203B/9 to 1st S.F.)
/Enemy....
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War D ia ry .
9 .1 1 .1 91 + 2 .
Monday.

FOREIGN S TAT I  PITS,

M editerranean -  Gontd.

Enemy P .C . and S . o f  2 medium v e s s e ls  are 3 7 .1 2  N.
U n its . 2 3 .3 5  E. 1 8 0 ° 8 k n o ts .

(A /C  G /S A9SV 1 650B /9  to  201 G roup).
P .G . and S. o f  one medium v e s s e l  (n o t  

exceed in g  1 0 ,0 0 0  to n s) and 2 d e str o y e r s  36.1+0 N. 25.1+0 E. 135°  
8 k n o ts .

(A /C  G /S AGSV 1 7 1 0B /9  to  201 G roup).

3rd  M .L .F . Your 1 1 1 2 /2 9  to  R. A .C .F . The Board have n oted  
w ith  in t e r e s t  the good work c a r r ie d  out "by 
3rd  M .L. F l o t i l l a  and requ est you w i l l  
c o n g ra tu la te  o f f i c e r s  and men on t h e ir  s e r v ic e s  
and on o b ta in in g  t h e ir  hundredth m ine.
(D .M .S .A pproved 1 s t  S .L .1 7 2 2 A /9  to  V .A .M a lt a ) .

O peration M .A .Z  9 i s  c a n c e lle d . f * ■ ‘i t L
M .B .Z . l .  M .B .Z . 1 . 20th  M .T .B . D iv is io n , M .T .B s 3 0 7 , 3 0 9 ,

311 and 3I 3, are to  s a i l  a t 1850 Nov 9 th  d ir e c t  
f o r  p o s it io n  A 0 3 2 . 17 N. 0 2 7 .1 9  E. to  a r r iv e  

about 0200 N o v .1 0 th .
2nd S u b -D iv is io n  M .T .B s .3 1 1 , 313 w i l l  then proceed so as to  
a r r iv e  p o s it io n  B . 0 5 2 . 25 N. 0 2 6 . 21+ E about 0600 Nov 1 0 th . 
fo r  sea  rescu e p u rp oses. They w i l l  remain in  p o s it io n  B u n t i l  
1200 Nov 1 0 th  or u n t i l  su rv iv o rs  are rescued  when they w i l l  
proceed to  Mersa Matruh a r r iv in g  b e fo r e  dark. F i r s t  Sub- 
D iv is io n  M. T .B .3 0 7 , 3 0 9 , w i l l  remain in  p o s it io n  A u n t i l  
O53O N o v .10 th  when th ey a r e  to  proceed to  Mersa Matruh a r r iv in g  
about 0730 Nov 1 0 th . Own fo r c e s  w i l l  n ot be w est o f  026 E. 
du rin g the dark h o u rs. Continuous w ir e le s s  watch w i l l  be kep t  
on 1+25 K /Cs by one b o a t in  each S u b -D iv is io n . R. A .A le x a n d ria  
i s  req u ested  to  keep guard on 1+25 K /C s . Should M .T .b o a t f a i l  
to  communicate w ith  shore on 1+25 K /Cs attem pt w i l l  be made on 
ij.205 K /C s . Codewords F ir s t  S u b -D iv is io n  " S u s i e . "  Second Sub- .
D iv is io n  "N u g g e t ."  ....................
They have been inform ed o f  convoys "M o to r ", "P u l le y ' , Tango, 
and M/S 11+s o rob ab le  retu rn  to  A le x a n d ria .
(C .C .C . F. 17UOB/9 to(?ZETLAND) , C. S .1 5 ,  H .Q .R . A .F .M .E .) .

M a lta . S itu a tio n  r e p o r t  week ending 7 th  Nov. 191+2.
1 . Enemy A ir  a c t i v i t y  red u ced .5 r a id le s s  days 
7 a l e r t s ,  t o t a l  160 f ig h t e r s  and f ig h t e r  bombers

Few bombs aerodrom es*
2 . T o ta l 13 A/C o f  which f iv e  o n ly  cro sse d  the c o a s t .
5 .  O ffe n s iv e  a c t i v i t y  by R .A .F . a g a in st convoys co n tin u e s .
One IJ/V one tanker h i t .  One B e a u fig h te r  p a tr o l  S i c i l y
d estro y ed  one J U .88. .
1+. Some E -B oat a c t i v i t y  o f f  Grand Harbour on fo u r  n ig h t s ,
o ro b a b ly  m in ela y in g . .
5 R A .F . h e a v ily  r e in fo r c e d  f o r  o p era tio n  Torch and Army 
p ro v id in g  approx 1700 p erson n el m aintenance aerodromes and
s e r v ic in g  A /C . , ,,, , ~ __
6 M orale v ery  h igh * on accou n t su cc e sse s  in  ,/e ste rn  D e se r t .
(G o v r .M a lta . 171+5Z/9 to  C. in  C . M . E . ) .

/Enemy U n i t s . .
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War D i a r y .
9.11.191+2Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

M ed ite rran ean  -  Contd.
Enemy U n its . P .an d  G. o f  5  sm all m erchant v e s s e ls  and 1 S/M 35.01+ N, 2 3 .38  E. 270°.

(A/G G/S A9SV. 1750B/9 to  201 G roup).

Your 201+0A/8th. P ropose amended tim e o f a r r iv a l  li+ 00A /l0 th , p ro c eed in g  d iv in g  "by day.(P.1+6. 1805A/9 to  G a p t .( s )  10. (R) V . A .M alta ).My 201+0/8 th  i s  to  he com plied  w ith . Do n o t approach  w ith in  1+0 m ile s  M alta  b e fo re  1800A /I0 th .(C ap t.S .1 0 .2 1 5 2 A /9 , to  P.1+6 (R) V .A .M alta ).

2. W estern D e se r t . F i r s t  convoy o f  2 IJ/Vs and 1+ L.G. Ts has l e f t  A lex an d ria  f o r  Mersa M atruh. Sweeping o p e ra t io n  c a r r ie d  out N o v .9 th . GROMER stink by mine in  17°. Mersa M atruh 5 m ile s . CROMARTY p ic k in g  up s u rv iv o r s .  No f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  known y e t .No enemy d e m o litio n  o r  b lo c k in g  a t  Mersa M atruh. B r i t i s h  d e m o litio n  re p o r te d  s t i l l  f o u l in g  b e r th s .  1+ 120/150 m.m. guns l e f t  b e h in d  i n t a c t  b u t l i t t l e  am m unition.(0 . in  C.Med. 2001B/9 to  Admty). I STEPHENSON.— In proud and Rrateful remembrancer

Day 9 th  Nov. 1220 and 1350 h o u rs , 25 S p i t f i r e s  a irb o u m e  f o r  s e v e r a l  r a id s  which approached  b u t tu rn e d  back  b e fo re  re a c h in g  M a lta . 16 S p i t f i r e  s o r t i e s  were made in  R/C p a t r o l s  N orth  o f  I s la n d  b u t no enemy A/G o r  sh ip p in g  was seen .(A .H .Q .M alta 2 0 1 0 /9 ).>  P a r t  2 my 1 .99  9 th  Tfov.em ber. . P h o to s . "R egolo" G lass c r u i s e r  a t ta c k e d  by S/M 131+5 h r s .  8th  Nov has re tu rn e d  to  Palerm o w ith  bows blown up to  fo rw ard  gun t u r r e t .(A.H. Q. M alta  2055 /9 , 2 1 1 6 /9 ).
Enemy U n its .  P .C . and S. o f  one C ru is e r  3 d e s t r o y e rs  135°

P.G . and S. o f  enemy 1 c r u i s e r ,  3 d e s t r o y e r s ,  O650. B ianco 
12  m ile s  co u rse  070° 20 k n o ts .(A/G G a ll s ig n  SIKP. 2226/9 to  A ir  H .Q .M alta ).P .G . and S. o f enemy b e a r in g  215° P o in t S t i l o  6 k n o ts ,  co u rse  035° sneed  20 k n o ts  a t  2315 .(A/G SIK Duty P . 2 3 1 9 /9 th  to  A ir H .Q .M alta ).P .G . and S. o f enemy, 5 J>6.5U N. 18 .19  3 . j>00° 25 k n o ts .(Med A/G G a ll S ign SIKB. 2350A/9 to  A ir  H .Q .M alta ).

dem en t), su b se q u e n tly  o b serv ed  s to p p ed  w ith  tu g s  and
one to rp ed o  h i t  on a 6 " c r u i s e r  a t

M .A .S .B e .a tten d an ce . i l ioouo

STEPHENSON.—In proud and Rrateful remembrance ' of Commander R. H. (R obin) Stephenson, D.S.O.. Royal Navy, who Rave his life whilst in command of H.M.S. Cromer. Nov. 9. 1942. A .  itr

M alta A ir  R e p o rt. 1 .9 9  9 th  Nov. P a r t  1.N ight 8 th /9 th  Nov. 19U5 and 0220 h o u r s .2. B e a u f ig h te rs  up f o r  r a id s  which tu rn e d  back b e fo re  re a c h in g  M alta .

Cane Parmi 5 m ile s  135° 20 k n o ts .(A/G SIK Duty P . 2031+/9 to  A ir  H .Q .M alta ).

/UNA............
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.11.19U2.
Monday,

Mediterranean - Oontd.
R/C at 1750A/9th shows 3 cruisers and 6 destroyers 
in 036,56 021,11 course 273° speed 23 knots.
Move with all despatch as follows:- 
UNA to 080° Gape Santa Groce 5 miles.
UTMOST 100° Cape Santa Groce % mile*,.
(Capt.S.10. 2307 A/9 to UNA. UTMOST, (R) N.G.X.F. 
G. in C.Med. S/Ms on patrol).
Positions amended hy 0025A/10 g.v.
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9.11.19U2.
Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
My llU9/7th. For 10th November read 12th. 
(N.O.I.C. Bombay, 0338Z/9 to C. in C. E.F.)

HAWKINS, arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Mauritius, 0U30Z/9 to Admty etc). 
HAWKINS sailed.
(N.O.I.C. Mauritius, 0926D/9 to Admty. etc). 

Arrival 0207Z, JUMNA.0256Z MARGUERITE escorting DUMANA. 
(S.O.(l) Bombay, OU3UZ/9 to Admty etc).
Colombo departure 9th November 1130Z D. S. WILLEM VAN DER

ZAAN.
(S.O.(l) Colombo, 1300Z/9 to Admty etc).
Departure a.m./9th November CAPETOWN.
(F.O.I.C. East Africa, 1323Z/9 to Admty).

War Diary.

t e v i o t:
CBARK.

Movements.

Cdre. W. Australia’s 0710/5th and your 123U/6th 
(N.T. of either in W.R.) Please report date 
that BENGAL and OSWALD were in company with 
ONDINA.
(F.O.I.C. Ceylon, 0651Z/9 to A.C.N.B.)

Your 1921C/22 October not to Admiralty, C. in C. 
E.F. or D. of S.T. ILE BOURBON has not been 
asked for as refrigerating ship for military. 
Ship is not required by Navy locally neither is 

there any necessity to instal refrigerating machinery ashore. 
Ship was requisitioned on 25th June. Machinery and boiler 
have been repaired and a satisfactory steam trial has been 
carried out. Extensive repairs to hull and upper works still 
required preferably at a Union port. Request a decision on 
future of this ship may now be taken.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez, 0918Z/9 to D. C. in C. E.F., (R)
Admty etc).

WESlipOINT. 1. Request you will observe following route
1 instructions in Indian Ocean on passage to

Bombay.
(A) Pass through approx. 031° S. , 02+9° E.

011° C55° thence East Seychelles to Equator 059° 016° N., 067° 
Merchant ships proceeding to or from Persian Gulf and India 
may be met on this route.
(?A) approach Bombay from 018° 52’ 12” N. 072° 13’ 2i+” E. 
which is end of Searched Channel . Thence steer 095° for 
29 miles 076° for 5 .3 miles 028° to position I2j0 ° one mile 
from sunk Rock Lighthouse. 5 buoy marks the centre channel 
of which two vertically striped buoys mark positions to alter 
course for final leg of Channel.
(C) All lights on coast of India are extinguished. Bombay 
Port is closed at night unless special application is made to 
Commodore R.I.N.
(D) D/F bearings may be obtained to request to Bombay Radio 
Ship making Q T G. Bearings will be signalled by Commodore 
R.I.N.

BENGAL,
OSWALD,
ONDINA.

ILE BOURBON

/2...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.11.19*42.
Monday.

East Indies — rr

WEST^POINT. 2. If necessary call at Diego Suarez leaving
Contd. above route in latitude 17° S.,and pass through

012° 30’ S., 050° 50’ E. Approach Diego 
Suarez from 012° 12’ 20" S., 0h9° 28’ 35” E. 

which is outer end of Searched Channel, thence track 225° 
for k»5 miles thence 273° to Gate in position 095° Nosilangor 
Light 11.5 cables.
3. Lights on African and Madagascar Coast are extinguished 
12 hours notice required by N.0.1.C. to exhibit lights at 
Diego Suarez.
(C. in C. E.F. , 0921Z/9 to U.S.S. WESTPOINT (R) C. in C. S.A. )

Reference positions. New procedure on E.I.
St.
(C. in C. E.F. , 1232Z/9 to A.I.G. 97 (R) Admty. 
etc) See Lion Copy.

77°W o r 

shipping
Diversions
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From C.in C.Eastern Fleet

1232z/9th November
IN

Date 11.11.42 
Reed. 0920

Naval Cypher  (G) by T/P & W/T

Addressed-A.I.G.97, repeated Admiralty, C.in C. South 
Atlantic, F.O.C.Red Sea Force C.A. Australian 
Commonwealth Naval Board,Oominch,

. • A'.- ^  f̂ OfZ/W//
357.

Pass.to N.C.S.O. *s only not repetition  not 
to Routeing O fficers, The des irab ility  o f having 
adequate reference positions fo r  diversion purposes 
is usually negatived by the length o f signals thereby 
involved*

To overcome this d iff icu lty  the following 
procedure is to be adopted fo r  routeing shipping on 
or from East Indies Station.

A. To allocate to certain chosen ports and 
ocean.positions double le t te r  reference positions 
which are changed each week.

B. The Indian Ocean is to be divided into 
four areas on either side of para lle l 010 degs South 
and meridian 080 dogs East and named respectively South 
West North West (?North East) and South East Areas.

C. A ll ships routed through an area are to be 
given double lettered reference positions re la tive
to week in which they sa il fo r  that area and by specifying 
f ir s t  double le t te r  references position o f senes-in., 
routeihg signal together with position or place to which 
i t  refers remainder o f reference positions in use are 
automatically promulgated.

Procedure to be repoated when a ship is  
routed into second or third naming area.

D. So fa r  a,s oach ship is concerned the reference 
positions should be regarded as entire ly  individual to 
that ship.

i. ,

E. Weekly positions w ill change 0001z every1 
Sunday.

F. Weekly positions w ill be promulgated by area 
and reference number, at least 14 days before coming 
into foroe to cover any delays in transmission.
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2. The following positions are to bemused
with corresponding double lettered reference positions for the weeks indicated.
Reference numbers :r*r,

One to 10 inclusive are South West Area.11 to 22 are North West Area,
23 to (?26) are North East Area,
'27 to 32 are South East Area.

Reference Position.29th Nov.6thNumber.

One.

8

15 \

to 5th
Dec.

Saldanha EM 
B ey
Capetown DO 039 degs 
South 
023 degs 
East ON 
Port
Elizabeth

BP
East
London AQ 
Durban FW 
Lourenco 
Marques GR 
028 degs 
Ccsth - 
041 degs 
East JT 
026 dogs
South
055 degs 
East HS 
Diego
Suarez KlT 
Kilindini 

LV005 degs 
South 
048 degs 
East ZB
Aden. VA

0 dogs) 
North 
057 degs 
East OF018 degs 
North 
064 degs 
East NO

to 
12th Dec.

HS
SR
KQ

LP

JA
MF

PB

NH

13th to • 
19th 
Dec.

BN
EO
OP

FQ

LAWO

20th 27th Dec, 
to to 2nd 
26th Jan.
Dec.

WH

XG

AQ

EM
GA

' ' i \

KL

BP DG

0(?G) JF OQ

JB TV
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MOST SECRET 

Prom War R egistry Date 10.12.^2.

iqrraction received 0905/10

In message 1232/9th November from C .in  C. Eastern

?laep o i i t l L SlUra i2  r g s 'S o r t h  057 a*8s ? s t
P o s it io n  22 0 ^  degs South 0|6 dogs Bast 
P o s it io n  29 Premantle DP GQ XZ BY BJ 
P o s it io n  31 Melbourne LC NS TL g j  PQ

fo r  H.W.R.
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Rof, Position. 
Numbbiv*

16
17
18
19
20 
21
22

23
24
25
26
27
28
29
30
31
32

3.

Abadan 
Bahrein 
Karachi 
Bombay 
Cochin 
Colombo 
004 do.̂ s 
i$076

Couth 
s)r Eas

012 degs North 
085 degs East 
Madras 
Vizagapatam 
Calcutta 
021 degs 
090 degs 
040 degs 
080 degs East 
Fremantle
Adelaide 
Melbourne 
Hobart

South
East
South

29th Nov,6th r 13th 20th 27th Decto  5th to : to ’ to to 2ndDec. 12th ,19th 26th Jan.Dec. Dec. Dec.
SJ OIi PM HB EMTG PC RD SY ZT
MD VG KO KS GE
EK QJ TR RC UX
xh XD QE NU SRQE TN m LW JP

t
PL YP UN AT YO
UV7 ZK SF PD OP
YDC WE NW MX LH
YZ UM VY QE NXOS RV LU OZ PV
GB MO NY CA TZ .

JC PR CK EV VLDF CQ x & z
m BY BJKK EU OJ FC DBLC NS TL FQ

ND RZ BN KN AM
es and different arrival dates

be used in any recoding table.

4* , . Experience s t i l l  shows that a large proportion
ox ships do not obey diversion signals. Special cane shoul 
be taken, therefore, to see that every Allied Master is 
familiar with BAMS procedure, routine time of transmission, 
single operator periods and frequency use. Masters are to 
be warned that in face of U-boat activity the safety o f 
their ships may depend entirely upon their obeying a 
diversion signal.

1232z/9
Advance copy to  D.D.I.C. D.S.D.9.

V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S. (H)
A.C.N.G. (F)(2) 
A.C.N.S. (?)
N.A.1st S.L. 
D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D.(F)(2) 
D.D.I.C.(3) 
Duty Cs.pt.(2) 
D .N .I.(4)

D.T.D.(3) 
D.T.D.(C)
Hd. of M. 
D.T.D. (M)
D. of p .(2) 
D.S.D. 
D.4/S.W. 
Admiral Blake 
I.P.(2)
V/.D.

N.I.D.10.
H.W.R.
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War Diary. Monday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

U/B.

America and West Indies.

Intercept from Guantanamo Radio reports 
submarine attack at 0408 G.M.T./9th in 13° 17' N. 
70° 05’ W.
(S.O^I.) Jamaica 0235R/9 to Admty.) %

? U/Bs. Nor. SCEBELI reports hostile vessels believed to 
be S/Ms sighted 050° 46’ N. 044° 54' W. 1520 
G.M.T.
(C.O.A.C. 0452Z/9 to G.B.7A, C.T.F. 24 etc.)

U/B.

•
Following received from Lands End Radio. 
Intercept 0604 G.M.T de NAU C Q (unread) C K 
Govt. Navy. Urgent, 9th 0526 G.M.T. Submarine 
at unread 13.17 N. 79.05 W. Rest unread.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0706/9 to Admty.)

HOLMPARK 
(torpedoed 
24/10)

My 2240Q/8th. Ship torpedoed 24th Oct., 
survivors landed St. Lucia 8th. (Names) 
(B.R.O. St. Lucia 0941Q/9 as amended 1154Q/10 
to C.C.S.F. (r ) Admty. etc.)

-/OCEAN JUSTICE 
(torpedoed 
6/11.)

U/B
Campaign.

W

Trinidad report OCEAN JUSTICE torpedoed and 
presumed sunk 2320z/6th in 010° 06’ N. 060° 00* W. 
No casualties.
(S.O^I^ Kingston 0941R/9 to Admty. etc.)

Connav Serial 10. MARCUS WHITMAN torpedoed 9th 
Nov. 06.05 S. 32.41 W. ANDREAS torpedoed sunk 
4th Nov. 02.00 S. 30.30 W. ZAANDAM MACH torpedoed

Jl sunk 2nd Nov. 01.23 S. 36.22 W. OCEAN JUSTICE 
" torpedoed sunk 6th Nov. 10.06 N. 60.00 W.

,
^.uonnav to uomnaveu. j

GURNARD. U.S. S/M notice. GURNARD departs 43.05 N. 
39.03 W. at 1200z/9th arrives 45 N. 32.59 W. 
at 0900Z/I0th.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1116/9 to A.I.G. 314.)

B.Y.M.S.
disabled.

r

(Corrupt group) B.Y.M.S. disabled speed 4 knots 
051° 10' N. 042® 31’ W., FRISKY standing by.
My R.D.F. broken down.
(VEGREVILLE 1200Z/9 to F.O.N.F., (R) Capt. D.)

Both B.Y.M.S.2 and 4 disabled in position 51.10 N. 32.31 W. 
FRISKY standing by. VEGREVILLE screening. TENACITY sailed St. 
Johns 1530/9 to assist.

(F.O.N.F. 1531Z/9 to Admty. etc.)

/B.U.S.R.A. ...
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War 31ary. Monday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - contd
B.U.S.R.A. Your 2049Z/3 para 2 and A.M. 1519A/6. When
amendment. is it expected that proposed amendment to B.U.S.

R.A., para. E. regarding alteration of Chop line 
* ' in North Atlantic will he promulgated?

(D.T.D. 1240A/9 to B.A.D.)
See 1826/9.

Movements. Arrival U.S. Destroyers/*BELKNAP, BIDDLE.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad (Port of Spain) 1302Q/9 to 
S.B.N.O.W.A. (R) Admty. etc.)

Departure 8th U.S. Patrol Vessel Y.A.G.19 Miami 9th. 
(R.N.O. Nassau 1403/9 to Admty. etc.)^ , / a

L.S.T.301. Your 202iz/7th approved. Comply my 1436/6th
when ready for sailing. Com. 1 pass to Comdant 
U.S. Navy Yard, Boston.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1428/9 to Comdr, Naval 
District Boston, (R) C.E.S.F., N.S.H.Q., C.O.A.C., 

S.B.N.O.W.A. Admty. C.T.24, C. in C. Atlantic 
Fleet (U.S.) Comdant, U.S. Navy Yard, Boston.)'

U/B Positions. S/M estimate 9th Nov. and U.S. S/M Notice.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1551/9, 1617/9 to Admty.)

BUTTERMERE, • My 2157/30 Oct. BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER

ships waiting to he escorted to Bermuda. Intend to sail 
BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER as escort for these.
(3) Sailing direct from Bermuda they should arrive Trinidad 
about 22nd Nov. '(B.A.D. 1649Z/9 to S.B.N.O. Trinidad, S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) Admty.)

Proposed Your 1309/6th is agreeable to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.

(2) Capt. (?R) Brand, Capt. Lay, Capt. Dewolf from N.S.H.Q.
Ottawa. Capt. Creery Chief of Staff to C.O.A.C., and Capt. 

Bidwell, Chief of Staff to C.C.N.F. will he R.C.N. representatives 
(3} Reouest Admty. will indicate what representatives will he

Convoy 
C. Z . 3 .

Arrived.
(B.R.O. Cristobal 1506R/9 to Admty. etc.)

WASTWATER. probably ready to sail p.m. 11th from Norfolk
Endurance now estimated at 3000 miles at 12-g 
knots.
(2) U.S. Authorities have two 8 knot merchant.

Conference. Would appreciate information as to which U.S.N. 
Authorities will send representatives and their 
names and rank.

/Your 1440Z/16th ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West In d ie s —

Your 1440z/l6th Oct. My 1309/6th. Am pro
ceed ing on Prem ise Conference w i l l  be held  in  
Ottawa on 19th Nov. Adm. M e tc a lf, Capt. 
Wickham and Capt. F is c h le r  w i l l  represen t 
C. in  C. U.S. F le e t .  C. in  C. A t la n t ic  F le e t  

(U .S . )  and Com. East Sea F ro n t ie r  are b e in g  d ire c ted  to  
nominate rep re sen ta t iv e s . A dv ise . B.A.D. Washington and 
N.M .C.S. inform ed.

(C . in  C. U.S. F le e t  2042/9 to  N.S.H.Q. ( r ) C. in  C. 
A t la n t ic  F le e t  (U .S . )  C .T .F . 24, C.O.A.C. Admty., 
C .C .N .F ., B.A.D. C .E .S .F ., N .M .C .S .)

U/B. By D/F at 1354Z U-Boat w ith in  100 m iles  o f
48° N. 34° W.
(D .D .I.C . 1808A/9 to  E scorts o f  0 .N .14 2 .)

B .U .S .R .A . B .U .R .S .A . (?  B .U .S .R .A . in tended) para E. sub
amendment. para, ( a ) m od ified  to read as fo l lo w s : 
^ / 4 w w L l . " ( A )  U.S. a u th o r it ie s  w i l l  route from port o f

' * departure to  f i r s t  po rt o f  a r r iv a l  a l l  independent
ly  s a ile d  sh ipping o f the U n ited  N ations s a i l in g  from ports  in  
Western A t la n t ic  area , P a c i f i c  area and Anzac area. ’’Chop" l in e  
f o r  c o n tro l o f  sh ipping in  A t la n t ic  is  as fo l lo w s :
(1 )  For H .X ., S .C ., O.N. and O.N.S. convoys and independents from  
p o s it io n  66.15 N. 35.00 W. thence South on m eridian 35° W.
to  la t itu d e  50° N. thence by Rhumb l in e  to  p o s it io n  43° N. 40° W. 
thence along m eridian 40° W. to  20° N. thence by Rhumb l in e  to  
p o s it io n  00.35 N. 26.00 W. thence a long the m eridian 26.00 W. 

to  the South P o le .
(2 )  Troop convoys: from  North  P o le  South along m eridian 10° W.
to  la t itu d e  65° N. thence by Rhumb l in e  to  p o s it io n  57° N. 26° W. 
thence South along m eridian 26° W. to  43° North  thence along 
p a r a l le l  o f  43° N. to  lon g itu d e  40° W. thence South a long 
m eridian 40° W. to la t itu d e  20° N. thence by Rhumb l in e  to  
p o s it io n  00.35 N. 26° W. thence a long meridian 26° W. to  the 
South P o le .
f3 )  C on tro l o f  sh ipping to  and from  Ice la n d  w i l l  be as fo llo w s .
(A ) To and from  U .S. area by U.S. A u th o r it ie s .
(B ; To and from B r it is h  area by B r it is h  A u th o r it ie s .”
Propose above m od ifica tion  be e f f e c t iv e  15th Nov.
(Cominch C. & R. 1826/9 to  Admty.)
Concur. (D .T .D . 0835Z/11.)

War D ia ry .

Proposed 
Conference 
( co n td .)

Xj/b . Curacao Radio rep o rts  submarine s igh ted  11.40 N.
63.02 W. at 2000 G .M .T./9th.
(S .O . I .  Jamaica 1845R/9 to  Admty.)

/B. R.Os .••
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - contd
S.B.N.O. W.A.’s 1241/4 and B.A.D.'s 2211/5 
B.R.L.O's duties are:-
(A) to act as liaison between U.S.R.Os and 
British interests, furnishing Admiralty as

required with information as to local movements of British- 
controlled ships and to have direct contact with British Masters. 
(B) to maintain their records as hitherto and to keep the 
U.S.R.Os supplied with up to date information not received from 
U.S. cources.
(c) In the event of a B.R.L.O. being dissatisfied with the 
instructions issued to any British-managed ship first to confer 
with the U.S.R.O. and if still dissatisfied to accept the U.S. 
ruling but to signal a brief report prefixed "Important" to 
Admiralty (R) N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, S.B.N.O. Western Atlantic and 
B.A.D. Washington.
(D) To assist as they are able Consular Officers and S.Os (i) 
in connection with Naval Intelligence duties.
2. A.M. 2041/23 Oct. is cancelled.
(D.T.D. Approved A.C.N.S.(T) 1854A/9 to S.B.N.O.W.A., N.S.H.Q.
(R) B.A.D.)

0.N.143. When relieved by Western local escort proceed with

torpedoed 8th Nov. 010.52 N. 061.00 W. reached 
Trinidad. L.tyCORDILLERA torpedoed sunk 5th Nov. 
012.02 N. 058.04 W. WEST KEBAR torpedoed sunk 
29th Oct. 014.57 N. 053.37 W.
(Connav 2044/9 to Comnaveu.)

SS SCANIA stopped by U-88 type Black Cat with letters "3X" 
Conning Tower 24.52 N. 59.27 W. 1510Z/05 August.

your unit less H.M.C.S. ST. LAURENT to St. Johns 
Newfoundland routed by F.O.N.F.
(C.T.F. 24 1925Z/9 to C.T.U. 24.1.11 (r ) C.T.U. 
24.18.3, C. in C. U.S. Fleet, C. and R, N.S.H.Q., 
C.O.A.C., F.O.N.F.)

U/B
Campaign

Connav serial 8 and 9. FRONTENAC also torpedoed 
H.X.212 27th Oct. but reached U.K. CAPOULMO

Sub.attack 
& sighting 
summary.

Para. B. Unidentified ships attacked. One 
24.30 N. 46.28 W. about 1430Z/09, one 13.17 N. 
70.05 W. 0403Z/09.
JACK CARNES 10 shells 6 torpedo hits U-88 type 
MAHIRA 1 torpedo hit 2 misses.

Para. C. PBM attacks Sub. 14.47 N. 60.53 W. 1516Z/08.
SS SCEBELLI sights possible Sub. 50.46 N. 44.54 W. 1520Z/08 
Sub. sighted 61 N. 65 W. about 2010Z/08.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2115/9 to Admty.)

/U.515
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America and West Indies - contd.

until March 
March 26 by 
middle May.

U.515 Serial No.24. Preliminary interrogation sole
(sunk, P/W, U.515? Wolgang Schultze believed Commanding.
? date) All dates approximate. Arrived Kiel middle

December 1941 for acceptance trials. Left Kiel 
Dec. 27 arrived Stettin Jan. 1942. Frozen in 

10 then to Hela for acceptance trials. Rammed on 
250 school boat. Remained Stettin for repairs till 
Damaged starboard propeller at Ronne on June 15. 

Departed Kristiansand Aug. 15. A/C attack early Sept. Believe 
sank PATRICK J. HURLEY by gunfire Sept. 12. Stopped Spanish 
freighters about Sept. 16 and Sept. 21 respectively. Attacked 
06.50 N. 52.25 W. by U.S. Army B.18 A of 9th Bomber Sqdn. 2 
direct hits forward deck gun. Settled on bottom about 150 feet. 
Sole s urvivor escaped forward hatch.
(Cominch 2122Z/9 to Admty.) y. S l b - ^  ̂

£»»: f/,./- t
Action with
unknown
craft.

Following from Resolution Island (Begins) At 
1930 G.M.T. Freighter and two small vessels in 
what appears to be gun action with some unknown 
craft about 6 miles S.W. of Station. 2121 G.M.T. 
8th Nov. (Ends) This message received 2115/9th. 
(N.S.H.Q. 2126Z/9 to Admty. (r ) C.C.N.F., C. in C. 
U.S. Fleet, C.T.F. No.24, S.O. P.A. Greenland.)

U/B Following is C.E.S.F. 1923/9. S/M Estimate
Positions. 0800Q/10 Nov.

(Comnaveu 2251/9 to Admty.)

CERION. Reported torpedoed and gunned.
(Cominch 2524/9 to Admty., R.A.W.A. see South 
Atlantic.)

T.F.39. Bermuda arrivals. U.S.S. MAUMEE, MEMPHIS, BRANT,
REDWING, YEW, 8 P.Cs, 8 Y.Cs, 10 Y.Ts designated 
as Task Force 39.
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 2332Z/9 to Admty.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Movements. Arrivals Suva 7th Nov. U.S. Ships SUMNER and

TAGANAK,t'Ss). Departures Auckland U.S. Destroyer 
Tender RIGEL 1934Z/8th for Noumea, E.T.A. 0600Z/I4th
(F) 030° 42’ S. 173° 07* E.
(G) 025° 11* S. 168° 51* E.
(H) 023° 18’ S. 166° 13' E.
Speed 8 knots. U.S. ship*CYTHENUS 0223Z/9th for
Espiritu Santo, E.T.A. 1900z/l3th.
(S.O^I.) Wellington 0517Z/g to Admty.)

* « ^ * J * _ e ^ / ArrlTals •••
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Z e a l a n d /f
Arrivals Melbourne 8th Nov. PIRIE,Sydney (N.S.W)
7th U.S. Cruiser CHESTER, U.S. Destroyer FARRAGUT. 
8th*(7WAARNAM POOL) WHYALLA. Departures Brisbane 
7th ECHUCA for Sydney (N.S.W) on escort duties. 
Melbourne - (U.S. Destroyers CONWAY, HELM?) 
for Brisbane.
(A.C.N.B. 0744Z/9 to Admty. etc.)

W l / i _  J,
Digest Serial No.290 Nov. 7th. Reports indicate 
enemy strength Buin Shortlands area morning 7 Nov. 
included 4 heavy Cruisers (Described 2 Nachi 1 
Mogami 1 Aoba) 2 possibly, 3 Light Cruisers,
13 Destroyers.

2 Sloops, 2 tankers, 10 other merchant vessels. Some indications 
vessels preparing to move night 7 August.
2. 1 Heavy Cruiser or seaplane tender, 1 light Cruiser, 3 
Destroyers sighted Kavieng morning 7 Nov. also 3 flying boats, 1 
medium bomber.
3. 1 large enemy submarine indicated 7° 46’ S. 151° 43* E. at 
1445Z/6 course 180°.
4. Our forward troops continue pressute vicinity Otvi.
5. At least 12 large vessels reported in convoy off East End 
Buka passage course South afternoon 7 Nov.
6. 3 Bostons attacked enemy positions Kakandette-Soputa area 
morning same day.
7. Large merchant vessel reported arriving Dilli evening 5th 
and departing afternoon 6th Northwards. 1 Tanksr also re
ported arriving night 6th.
8. 1 merchant vessel sighted afternoon 7th Koepang.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 1033Z/9 to Admty. etc.)

War Diary.

Movements 
(contd.)

Situation.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Positions indefinite at 1200Z/9. 
(D.D.I.C. 1440A/9, 1500A/9.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

10.11.1942.
Tuesday.

Home Oonmands.
At 1220 aircraft reported one merchant vessel 
escorted by 4 destroyers in 44° 18’ N 5° 39' W 
steering west at 8 knots. F.O.S. ordered TIGRIS 
to proceed to intercept.

An aircraft on transit attacked a submarine this 
morning in 46° 27' N 8° 43' W and reports probable 
hits. After a second attack the bow of the U-Boat 
surfaced for 6 minutes then sank.

18 Bostons with fighter cover were despatched today 
to attack the NEUMARK raider reported to be at 
Le Havre. On reaching the port they found that 
the raider had left and they therefore attacked 
the port.

The new U-Boat minelayers have shown in northern 
waters their serious potentialities, and our 
commitments there and in Operation "Torch" are 
such that essential minesweepers have had to be 
withdrawn from the Home Fleet.

Convoy
T.E.l.
attacked,

*U/B
sunk.

* •  £>7 o . (J tt -  L  '***■■) 

i Lrm '■ b-4 +
LJ.Liu-y)

IBIS
sunk.
ARGUS
damaged.
MARTIN
simk.
b-vu-tt-y)

Operation "Torch".
The first follow-up convoys entered the 
Mediterranean today.
Convoy T.E.l. was attacked by U-Boat between Oran 
and Algiers, and SS. GARLINGE was torpedoed and 
sunk at 0051 in approx. 211° 37° N 2° E 30 miles. 
LORD HOTHAM was missed by a torpedo in 174° 37° N 
2° E 22 miles about 0530. An Italian U-Boat 
surrendered to LORD NUFFIELD of the Gibraltar Traw
ler Force about noon in approx. 36° 52* N 2° 50' E. 
The U-Boat sank and LORD NUFFIELD picked up 48 
survivors.

a ^ t ^ i
Force 0 was attacked 10 miles north of/Bougie at 
dusk today with bombs and aerial torpedoes. ARGUS 
was hit by 2 bombs but is still serviceable though 
some of her fighters were destroyed.
The sloop IBIS was hit by aircraft torpedoes and 
capsized almost immediately. Destroyers shot down 
one enemy aircraft.
The destroyer MARTIN, with Force H was blown up and 
sunk at 0258Z today in 37° 53' N 3° 57' E it is 
assumed by a torpedo from S/M though no contact 
was reported or H.E. heard.

/An aircraft..
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Algiers.

Oran
area.

Western
Area.

* ’*  371
10.11.1942. 
Tuesday.___

SITUATION REPORT.

Operation "Torch11 - Contd.
An aircraft from Malta reports having attacked 
two enemy cruisers and 3 destroyers (another 
report says 3 cruisers and 2 destroyers, 
presumably the same force) with torpedoes at 
0230A today in 54° ̂  17° 10’ E. (40 miles East of 
Cape Spartivento) and obtained one hit. However, 
all the vessels were seen in Augusta by air R/C 
this afternoon.

All ships were in Algiers harbour by 0507Z today. 
The port is being opened up with co-operation of 
French harbour officials and labour. Two French 
S/Ms which escaped from Algiers have been recalled 
to harbour.

N.C.E.N.T.F. intends to assume the title of S.O. 
Inshore Squadron at 0800 tomorrow.

The Naval forces continued to give full support to 
the Centre Task Force, which is meeting with stiff 
resistance.
RODNEY bombarded Fort Santoa. and cruisers and 
destroyers answered Army calls for fire support 
as required, FARNDALE supporting the east flank 
of the army with gunfire.
Force H was ordered to be within 100 miles of Oran 
by daylight today with instructions that naval 
aircraft were to bombard Fort Santos when called 
upon by N.C.C.T.F.
FURIOUS, BITER and DASHER were ordered to 
Gibraltar before 0507Z today, as shore based 
fighters are now established.
Oran capitulated at 1200Z. At 1434Z N.C.C.N.T.F. 
reported that both Navy and shore batteries were 
apparently surrendering. (The Navy apparently 
continued, however, to resist.)

Oran harbour has been blocked by sinking 3 ships 
and salvage vessels have been sailed to Oran.

The Western Naval Task Force continued to support 
the Army, but the day was uneventful at sea. 
Unloading continued at Mehedia, Fedala and Safi. 
French Naval units in Casablanca are still 
resisting. Forty three U.S. land based fighters 
landed at Port Lyautey from an aircraft carrier.
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South
Atlantic
Agreement.

jy ^

South Atlantic.
The following partition of strategic areas came 
into force at 000<PZ today. The eastern boundary 
of the Western Atlantic Area so far only as the 

\ control and routeing of shipping is concerned,
* is a line running along the meridian of 35° W 

from the coast of Greenland to lat. 50° N.,thence 
to position 43° N 40° W,thence along the meridian 
of 40° W to lat. 20° N thence by Rhumb line to 
position 00° 35* N 26° 00' W thence along the 
meridian of 26° W tb\ lat. 40° S and thence along 
the parallel of 40° S to the east coast of South 
America.

SS. K.G. MELDAHL reported that she was torpedoed 
at 1123Z today in 34° 59’ S 29° 45' E.

It is reported that SS. EMPIRE ZEAL was sunk by 
torpedoes and gunfire from a U-Boat at 0700 G. M. T/2 
in 0° 30' S 30® 45* W. SS. ZAANDAM torpedoed and 
sunk at 1818Z/2 in 1° 25’ N 36° 22’ W.
SS. ANDREAS after being missed by torpedo was 
shelled and is presumed sunk at 2215Z/4 in 2° S 
30° 30' W and SS. OUED GROU was torpedoed at 
0800Z/4 in 4° 33’ N 4° 44’ W and sunk.

M. A. Z. 9.
Mediterranean.
The object of this operation is to establish an 
M.T.B. advanced base at Mersa Umm el Rakham 
(31° 24’ 40” N 27° 4 ’ 0” E, 9.5 miles west of 
Mersa Matruh) T.L.Cs and M.T.Bs were to leave 
Alexandria at 1080 today for this purpose.

f

Operation 
"Cropper"

There is no news of the two ships ARBEOLA and 
TADORNA which are proceeding independently to 
Malta with food. (They were considered lost.)

t  H . - f  { £> ~ T ^

Six Wellingtons made a successful attack last 
night on the southern Sardinian aerodromes.

Twin engines fighters attacked an aerodrome near 
Tunis today and set on fire at least 19 Axis 
aircraft and damaged as many again.

UNA and UTMOST each attacked a force of 3 cruisers 
and w  destroyers about 0630 today in approx. 37° 15’ 
N 15° 35’ E. Capt. S.10 considers that each 
submarine sank 'a destroyer.

/Torpedo
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Torpedo aircraft from Malta last night attaQked 
a force of 3 cruisers and 5 destroyers east of 
Sicily. Two hits were obtained, possibly on the 
same cruiser. Photographs today show 3 cruisers 
and 4 destroyers arrived in a Sicilian harbour.

American B.24s and B.17s bombed shipping in 
Benghazi and Heraklion harbours. At Benghazi 
cloud and smoke from a burning vessel in the 
harbour prevented observation of results. At 
Heraklion a merchant ship was near missed and hits 
were made on the main jetty.

Thirteen mines were detonated in the approaches to 
Malta today.

East Indies.
Ships in Akyab harbour were attacked this morning 
and again this afternoon by Blenheims with escort 
of Mohawks. Two small merchantmen are believed 
to have been damaged.

The Admiralty appreciation of threat to Bay of 
Bengal shipping is that in spite of American losses 
in the Solomons, the Japanese fleet which has also 
suffered considerable casualties will be fully 
contained in the Pacific for some time to come.
It is not believed that any carriers or modern 
cruisers can be diverted to the Indian Ocean at 
present.
It is also understood that our aerial reconnaissanc 
in the Bay of Bengal is improving and will continue 
to improve.
In these circumstances the Admiralty consider that 
some further relaxation of the present shipping 
restrictions in the Bay of Bengal is justified and 
they suggest that the number of ships allowed at 
sea between Colombo and Calcutta be increased to 30.

Blenheims attacked small craft at Akyab p.m. today 
and sank a small merchant ship.

America and West Indies.
Men were landed at G-aspe Peninsula today from a 
U-Boat: one of them was captured.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Your 1533A/9. Special concessions to Eire 
Cattle Boats and ships with perishable cargoes 
are not affected by A.M. 1255A/6 and A.M. 1639B/ 
30/4 is still in force.
(D.L.D. 1109A/10 to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

Lorsa 5596. Our requirements for Fleet 
Minesweepers are governed by the necessity of 
providing forces to counter minelaying:- 
(a} In U.K. and Icelandic waters.
(b) On the P.Q. convoy routes.
(c) In the Mediterranean against its reopening to 
shipping and against our future offensive in 
enemy waters.
(d) In the Indian Ocean against our limited 
operations on the Burmese Coast, and
(e) On all our Overseas trade routes wherever they 
pass through mineable waters, e.g. the Agulhas 
Bank and Persian Gulf.

The new U-Boat minelayer has already shown in Northern waters its 
serious potentialities and such now are our commitments there and 
in "Torch” that essential minesweepers have had to be withdrawn 
from the Home Fleet.
2. For these reasons Admiralty must insist that the compara
tively small number of dual purpose ocean going minesweepers 
should be allocated in accordance with strategic needs of 
minesweepers.
3. Ocean going minesweepers can be regarded as reinforcement 
to the strength of long range escort vessels. The Admiralty 
believe that approximately half of the full numbers of ocean 
going minesweepers will be so available. It is therefore agreed 
that when escort vessels are assigned due regard must be given
to how the ocean going minesweepers in the same period have Deen
q ,$b 1  ffnfid. > , _4. Assignment of ocean going minesweepers and escort vessels
should therefore be made for the same period, the further ahead 
the better.
(Head of M.A.S. 2058A/10 to B.A.D. Washington.)

War Diary.

Eire
Ships.

Fleet
Minesweepers
allocation.

Ships at 
Scapa.

Movements.
Scapa at 0600. Principal ships present November 
10th. KING GEORGE V., ANSON, TYNE, GLASGOW, 
LONDON, KENT, AJAX.
(A.C.O.S. 0551/10.)

UNDERBOLT. F.0.(S)*b 1446a/7 para 4. Codeword "Faith”. 
(Capt. S.3 0843A/10 to TITANIA.)
My 0750A/8. Sailed (THUNDERBOLT). Vi^rry SA«K- 

Mo. 140 o*1*'

‘S3(F.O.S. 1719A/10 to THUNDERBOLT.)
/M.T.BS • • •
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Movements - contd.
M.T.Bs for 
Lerwick.

MINERVE.

Scapa departure 0852 M.T.Bs 618, 619, 620, 623, 
625 and 631.
(A.C.O.S. 1020/10 to N.O.I.C. Lerwick.)
Your 1020/10 arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Lerwick 1500A/10 to A.C.O.S.)

, / * “ . a. VMy 1816/9 Nov. add new para.
(K) MINERVE escorted leaves Dundee 1530/lOth. 
November, E.T.A. Blyth 0830/11 Nov.
(F.O.S. 1029A/10 to Admty.)

Intend to sail JUNON escorted by M.L.449 for 
Lunna Voe 1100A/11 routed by 
(A) 092° Bard Head 2 miles.
(b ) 008° Grifskerry 3 miles.
thence West of Out Skerries to Lunna Voe,
E.T.A. 1500A/11.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick 1047A/10.)
Codeword "Pulley”.

1905/10 to S.O. S/M Lerwick.)

TIGRIS. Onward route: Adjust speed (l) proceeding on
surface at discretion to pass position
A. 036° 50', 009° 29’ at 1700/14, thence through
B. 036° 38’, 007° 32* at 0130/15
C. 035° 53’, 005° 55' at 1000/15 to arrive
Gibraltar 1300/15.

(2) Total bombing restrictions arranged 10 miles either side of 
your route from 35 miles ahead to 35 miles astern of estimated 
position assuming speed of advance 7f knots from 043° N. to
A and 11 knots from A to Gibraltar.
(3) Report if unable to comply within 2 hours of these times.
(4) All times G.M.T.
(Capt. S.8 1204Z/10 to TIGRIS.)

JONON.

Your 1047. 
(A.C.O.S.

A.P.D.18. C. in C. W.A. 1057A/9. Three Oropesa Trawlers
from Ardrossan will take over sweep in latitude 
of Chicken Rock. If this line is passed and in 

darkness, Milford Haven Sweepers continue with dock until daylight,
when Ardrossan Sweepers take over.
2. Request E.T.A. in this position be signalled as soon as known.
3. Arrangements will be made for LL and S.A. Sweep to be 
carried out in Approaches to Corpach.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 1216A/10 to P.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

My 1835A/7. Sailed.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1255A/10.)
Intend sailing BILSDEAN and BRECON CASTLE at 1530 today to 

R/V with A.P.D.18 at junction of Q.Z.S. 382 and 293 sweep 
ahead to Lizard, unless otherwise ordered by C. in C. Plymouth. 
Routed route 'P* and then standard route. If not met at R/V 
trawlers will proceed East along 293 so as to make contact before

/v.r
^ ^ ‘(F.O.I.C. Portland 1451A/10.) 
W V M y  1351A/10. Sailed at 1515. 

(P.O.I.C. Portland 1548A/10.)
/PRINCE CHARLES ...
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PRINCE
CHARLES.

Movements - contd.
C.C.O’s 1315A/6. Request PRINCE CHARLES may 
be sailed to comply with my 1108/6.
(S.O. Force ”JM 1232/10 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

UNBEATEN. R/V with UNBEATEN in 180° Bishop Rock 10 miles
at 1700A/12 and escort her to Clyde. My 
1005A/9 and 0843A/10 refer.
2. Report if not met by 1900A/12 to C. in C. 
Plymouth and Capt.(S) 3.
(Capt. S.3 1247A/10 to CUTTY SARK.)

CASTLETON. Rosyth departure CASTLETON in accordance with my
_̂__ l . •» gc 1317/9. n  ~  ̂  .

r ' (C. in C. Rosyth 1301/10 to A.C.O.S.)

W.A. Situation at 1955A/10. Details.
Command. (C. in C. W.A. 1356A/10) See Lion Copy.

ALECTO. Intend sail ALECTO for Port Z.D. at 0900A/15,
returning Port H.H.Z on completion of trials. 
TITANIA’s 1519A/3 refers.
(ALECTO 1436A/10 to F.O.S.)

My 1426/9. Sailed. 
(Capt. S.7 1740A/10.)

(1) Sailing P.311 and TROOPER escorted by LA 
CAPRICIEUSE on 12th November so as to part company 
in the vicinity Bishop Rock at 1800/14.
(2) Route for H.M. S/M P.311 as in my 1446/7th 

November but diving by day until 043° N, crossing this latitude 
at 2000/18th.
(3) Route for TROOPER diving by day from A to X 050° 01’ 007° 30*. 
Y 049° 30’ 012° 45’. Z 043® 01’ 012° 46’ at 0300/l9th.
(F.O.S. 1828A/10 to TITANIA.)

H. 33
SARDONYX.

P.311.
TROOPER.

INTREPID, 
ICARUS.

/),3H

Request you will sail INTREPID and ICARUS at 
2130A/10 for Seidisfjord. Destroyers to 
proceed at best speed andfuel on arrival.
2. Route as in my 1127/2.
(C. in C. H.F. 1908A/I0_to R.A.D.)

INTREPID, ICARUS proceed at best speed at 2130 today to 
Seidisfjord routed through following positions:- 
(a) 62.25 N. 04.55 W. (b) 66.15 N. 12.20 W. (x) 65.36 N.
13.30 W. (y) 65.21.5 N. 13.27.5 W. (z) 65.18.2 N. 13.43.5 W.
(2) Attention is called to Q.Z.L.51 and 52 and route to be follow
ed closely. _ . _ Q(3) On arrival act under orders of Capt. D.8.
(R.A.D. H.F. 1910A/10.) ^  ^  „ « ASailed INTREPID, ICARUS for Seidisfjord. E.T.A. 0830Z/12. 

(R.A.D. 2142A/10 to A.C.I.C.)
/TUNA • • •
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Freni C, in C* Western Approaches.

SITUATION at 1955A/1Q/11 SECRET QODE
Seotion N.J,,

UR 49 GAVOTTE 
HUGH WALPOLE 
4(JADRXLLE

58 55 06 i+8 To 59 00 07 02 
thence

61 57 15 30

7

m 59 MINUET
WOLVES
VAL3E

58 17 05 36 To Methil n

SITUATION at 1955A/10/11 *

Seotion S JS*. 

THUNDER30I/T OUTTY SARK 57 06 07 09 To Bishop Rook 1 1

MISTRAL V ic in ity  Skerry To Methil 
Vore

/

18

H.33 SARDONYX 55 26 05 03 To Londonderry 8

AOV.T/ILY 55 22 05 05 For t r ia ls  in 
54 00 05 00 12

CONVOY UNESCORTED
GROUP 52-dl 05 28 Northbound 9

HM 62 HUDDERSFIELD
TOWN 52 49 05 04

• . 
Southbound ' 8

gw
/

U.S.S. CAMPBELL 55 46 09 02 
U.S.S. BADGER 
ROSTHERN 
TRILLIUM

To 55 58 15 01 8

BB.33 ROSEl.ii.RY
LVDY
MADELEINE

VIl-iLMA

53 01 05 03 Southbound

•  :  *  0

8

• *

I.OYAL O ff Mull of 
Kintyre

• * «

To Scapa
* ' ■*

20

Seotion N.W/ -

■ . r  i'
)  '  '  4



S itu a t io n  a t  1S55V.1Q/1X*.
t

S e c r e t  Code.

S a c t io n  N.' lx

1 m/ v CELANDINE 60 10 15 37 
ARVIDA

268 degs Barra 
Head 9T

11

O N E J.Ill 
C *T .U .
21. 6, 1 .

U .3 .S . BIBB 61 02 22 25 
U .3 .S . DUANE 
U .3 .S . INGHAM

To 57 28 22 09 5

Situation, at 1S55V1PZ1-1.*.

S e c t io n  S .V /* —

HURRICANE 
W A T C IIL A T  
ANCHU3A 
DAHLIA •

51 53 21 58 To A rg en tia 12

2 M inesweepers 5 5 .2 9 18 10 To 55 30 18 00 
thence

35. 10 12 00

10

K X . 6 . LaNC<»ST 3R 
'./ELLS
3 C o rv e tte s
4 T raw lers

50 21 13 38 To 50 12 11 38 
thence 

15 21 15 55

6

KMC.3. BLACK SWAN 
1 S loop  
8 C orv e ttes

55 31 11 58 To 55 28 13 01 
thence 

53 30 IS 59

5

O N S . l l l
C .T .U .
2 1 ,1 * 1 .

POT ENT ILLA
EGLANTINE
L iO N B R E T L i
R O SE
VERVAIN
ST. ALBANS

55 51 13 10 To 55 59 15 22 
thence 

57 28 21 39

5

CNS ,112 ( a) 
C .T .U .
2 1 .1 .5 ,

P IR E D R A K E
SUNFLOWER
LOOSESTRIFE
ALISMA

13 10 39 35 To 13 20 10 01 
thence

13 20 13 5 1 .

6-5

PINK

V .C .N .S .
A .C .N .S .(H ). %
* .C .N . S .m  (2 ) 
A .C .N .S .(T )
C . N .A .S . 
N .A . l s t  S,L. 
Oapt.Pira.
D . C .D , H 2 
D .U .D .(F ) (2 )
D . 0 . ( 2 )
U .S .N .
,D .V S .W .
Hd, o f M. 
D.B.X.C. ( 2)

13 56V 10

I , ? » ( 2)
W.D,
D.T .D.(Mj 
D.T.D.I 
d . t . d .13] 
D. Of P , 1 
D, of PJ 
D.D.O.D. 
it »C , N * S  • 
D.N. . . »D. 
D .M .S.
U .S .N ,(3 )
Adm l,Blake* 
Adml*Ramsey. (2 )HMB
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TUNA.

Movements - contd.

F.O.S. 1656A/10. No escort is available from 
3rd or 7th S/M Plot, to bring TUNA from Lerwick 
to Clyde leaving Lerwick p.m. 13th. Request 
escort may be provided.
(Capt. S .3 1955A/10 to A.C.O.S. )

SEVERN. Your 1159A/3rd H.M.S. SEVERN arrived 1340/9. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth 2030A/10.)

Operations.
Patrols. Your 1529/9. "Obstacle" arrived.

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 0834A/10 to C. in C.
Plymouth.)

CH&&&6UKfl 41 (S.O) and 10 are to patrol tonight between 
E.A.5 buoy and 50° 25' N. 00° 00’.
2. Codeword "Advent".
3. M.G.Bs 50 and 57 patrolling 50° 20’ N. between 01° 35' W. 
and 02° 10' W.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1101A/10.)
M.L. patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed. M.Ls 186 (S.O) 180 and 259.
3. Patrol 7 miles east and west of 130° Start 20 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-boats.
5. Information. Enemy. E-boats may work from Guernsey or 
Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Proceed at 1330/10 and pass through 240° Eddy- 
stone 2i miles and 180° Start 13 miles to patrol. Leave patrol 
at daylight 11th and proceed to Dartmouth passing 180° Start 13 
miles and 180° Start 4 miles.
7. Suspected area. Area enclosed by following positions is to 
be avoided unless chasing or in touch with enemy :-
(A) 50° 13' N. 03° 31* W. (B) 50° 13' N. 03° 14’ W.
(C) 50° 05’ N. 03° 14’ W. (D) 50° 05' N. 03° 33’ W.
8. Codeword "Obstacle”.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1115A/10 and 1315A/10.)

Weather permitting one unit of M.T.Bs is to operate in 
vicinity of 51° 23’ N. 3° 00’ E. tonight. Possibility of 
M/V moving eastward from Dunkirk tonight.

(C. in C. Nore 1206A/10 to BEEHIVE.)
___ ~>¥our 1206/10. M.T.Bs 34 (S.0)*32 (type 252), 69,*30.
E.T.D 53 buoy 1800. *

(BEEHIVE 1237A/10 to C. in C. Nore.) ^  .
1. Intend M.G.Bs 50 (S.O) and 57 to patrol on latitude 

0 20’ N. between 1° 35’ W. and 2° 10’ W. tonight, leaving5 0 ________________Weymouth at 1800 and leaving patrol line at dawn.
II i 6 c t ^  •

(F.O.I.C. Portland 1255A/10.)
Departure CAMPBELL for patrols. 1 "SS/ 
(P.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 1523A/10.)

-- }My 1237. Delete M.T.B. 30.
(BEEHIVE 1629A/10.)--- Departures M.Ls*152 and 149.-
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1641A/10.)

Codeword

xJi.T.Bs 34, 69, 32.

/Coastal
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Patrols. 
( contd.)

Operations _  t ft:.

Coastal forces dispositions tonight. 
(1) 3 M.G.Bs (L) vicinity 53° 10’ N. 3 

(S) vicinity 52° 20' N.3 M.G.Bs 
3 M.T.Bs 

00' E. 
M.L.152,

operating vicinity 51
3°

23’
05’ 
00 * H.

E.
E.

149 patrol H U with
[c. in C. Nore 1751A/10.)

My 1255/10. "Object" sailed 1808A/10. 
(P.O.I.C. Portland 2112A/10.) 

nrrnLw.’b. My 1353/10. M.T.B. No.236 broke down. 
Dartmouth.

(C. in C. Plymouth 2215A/10 to BROCKLESBY.)

trawler.

Returning to

Unknown Your 1149/20th October. Lt. Bemcastle in
operation. R.201 with M.G.Bs 329 and 324 in support carried

out the operation last night 9th/10th and pre
liminary reports show that satisfactory results 

were obtained. There were some enemy reactions with search 
lights and star shells but movements of R.201 were not apparently 
detected.
(P.O.C. Dover 1109A/10 to C.C.O.)

Last Monday night at 1840 one large merchant 
vessel presumably 330 feet ship seen by P.R.U. 
left Boulogne eastwards with about 7 escorts at 
7 knots. Coast artillery engaged with 139 
rounds of 9.2 inch and 24 of 15 inch. R.D.F. 
reporting straddles. Spitfire aircraft for 
spotting fall of shot took off but was unable to 
operate owing to weather and crashed on returning 
to English coast. Albacore aircraft of 841 

Squadron were prevented by weather conditions from carrying out 
intended attack off Gravelines.
2. Enemy batteries replied with about 24 rounds at South Forelan 
Dover and Folkestone areas. About 9 rounds in Dover area of 
which six fell in the harbour. No casualties and damage 
slight. Six rounds at Folkestone, two civilians killed, 14 
injured and some civil damage. In South Foreland area it is 
reported that 11 A/A personnel were killed by direct hit on a 
slit trench. No naval casualties.
(V.A. Dover 1111A/10.)

Enemy
M/V shelled.
Dover,
Folkestone,
& South 
Foreland area 
shelled.

Interception 
of Enemy 
M/V. TIGRIS. W.

6° 10’ W.

270°
01’ ,

4 Destroyers, one transport (position undecy- 
pherable).
(a/C 5TBU 1220/10 to 19 Group.)
Position of enemy 45° 00' N. 6 30
(A/C 5 TBP 1305/10 to 19 Group.)

4 destroyers, one tanker YAP 270 44° 25 N.
(A/C 1350/10 to 19 Group.)
Number of destroyers screening enemy 5.
(A/C 5 TBP 1330/10 to 19 Group.) . .
Reported one M/V, 4 destroyers 044 18 , 005 39
8 knots. Proceed with despatch toward position 044 

012® 30’. Total bombing restrictions arranged.
(F.O.S. 1359A/10 to TIGRIS.)

course
o

/My 1816 ...
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Operations .. u*~n.lT..
My 1816/9th November para (G). TIGRIS proceeds 
on the surface from 1500/10th November by same 
route to patrol vicinity 44° 01* N. 12° 30’ W. 
(F.O.S. 1419A/10 to Admty.)
Latest report at 1655 of one merchant ship, 4 
escort vessels, was 044° 17’, 006° 10’ (?270) 8. 
Aircraft reported.
(P.O.S. 1741A/10 to TIGRIS.)

As result of visit of your staff officer 
operation of coastal force propose following 
arrangements to avoid clash of operations and 
for exchange of information.

(A) P.O.(S) to keep submarines clear of area of operation of 
coastal force.
(B) Owing to superior speed of coastal force to be routed clear 
of submarines on passage.
(C) Reference A.P.O. MSM 2/42 article 29 note (3) Lerwick S.O. 
Subs to be responsible for passing of information of movements 
of coastal forces to and from Lerwick. Reference para (B) (2) 
A.C.O.S. is requested to be responsible for passing information 
of movements of own coastal forces.
(D) Lerwick S.O. Subs and S.O. operations coastal forces to keep 
each other informed of movements of their respective forces.
(E) Lerwick S.O. Subs to provide facilities for Staff Officers 
of operation coastal forces to interview C.O. of submarines 
recently returned from inshore patrol on Norwegian coast.
(P.O.S. 1424A/10 to A.C.O.S.)

Y/ar Diary.

Interception 
of Enemy 
M/V.
TIGRIS.
(contd.)

Operation
V.P.

UREDD Request you sail UREDD at 0900A/llth through
Patrol. (A) 089° Out Skerries 5 miles.

, - (B 061° 01’ N. 000° 05’ E.
q 61 © 15’ N. 003° 50’ E. Thence patrol in

zones K.5 and K.6 between latitudes 060° 45' N. and 063° N.
2. UREDD should proceed on the surface at C.O s discretion 
while west of 002b E thence diving by dav.
(Capt. S.9 1435A/10 to S.O. S/M Lerwick.)

Operation 
"Upsilon”.
1—

(l) P.O.S. 1121/7 and your 1047/10th not to 
G. in C. H.P. On completion of trials at Lunna 
Voe request you will sail^TUNON routed as follows.
(A) 020° Out Skerries 7 miles. —  k ^7:: • .(B) 069° 25' N. 012° 01* E. thence carrying out 

operation in vicinity of (C) 069° 31' N. 017° 86 E. and there-
s° JOTOH^to^ooeed on the surface at C.O's discretion 

ihln more than 60 miles from Norwegian coast and thereaf er 
diving by day. . „ n n -pOT> bombing restrictions
(3) A j - f t / ^ 0^ ^ S . H i 2 & C 4 W ? . 0Sf, o. in C. 
h?fV a.c!o.S. , c/ln C. Rosyth, H.Q.C.C.),.. ®~f° **7

/Enemy • • •
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Operations - contd.
Enemy
Tanker
torpedoed

Following is preliminary report of C/F activity 
on enemy coast night 9th - ioth November.
(1) P.R.U. aircraft reported a northbound convoy 
off Scheveningen at 1120/9 and Jim Crow aircraft 
of 12 group reported another off Noordwijk at

1400/9, and available M.T.Bs from MANTIS were sailed at 1500 to 
intercept off Vlieland. M.T.Bs 233 and 83 in 53° 36’ N. 04°
58' E. at 2215 sighted an enemy convoy of 8 M/Vs escorted by 3 or 
4 ’M* class sweepers and possibly 1 'T' class T/B. Escorts 
were ahead and astern of M/Vs leaving flanks exposed. M.T.Bs 
made a silent and unobserved approach and attacked group of 3 
M/Vs from 800 yards, hitting one 5,000 ton tanker and possibly 
hitting the other two ships. Four torpedoes were fired, but 
only hit on tanker definitely observed, a large column of water 
rising followed three seconds later by another explosion in same 
ship which may have been another hit.
Escorts opened heavy but ineffective fire, M.T.Bs replying with 
400 rounds of .5” whilst disengaging on main engines. They 
report that enemy continued firing intermittently, obviously at 
each other, for a considerable time after M.T.Bs had left.
No damage or casualties. M.T.Bs off Ostend sighted nothing.
(C. in C. Nore 1634A/10 to Admty.)

Coastal My 1147A/9. M.T.Bs 55, 54, 56 and M.G.Bs 611,
Patrol 615 did not encounter any enemy. At 2353/9 a
shelled. 6-inch battery sited at Cap Levi opened fire at

were correct for line but 200 yards over and third salvo was a 
straddle. M.G.B. 615 left the force at about this time with 
3 defective engines.
On repassing Cap Levi at 0044/10 M.T.Bs were held by search
lights but shore batteries did not fire again. Force proceeded 
on silent engines and was almost certainly picked up by R.D.F. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1715A/10.)

Biscay SEALION is to be sailed for patrol in Bay _pf
S/M Patrol. Biscay on 12th November. GRAPH and D0LF3JJ will

a range bf about 5,000 yards. Three salvos of 
four shells were fired of which first two salvos

be required for the same patrol when ready. 
(F.O.S. 1829A/10 to Capt. S.3.)

Exercise 
"Blanket”.

Exercises.
Operation "Blanket” commenced night of 10/llth 
(C. in C. Nore 2151A/10.)
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Bomber
Command
Operations.

Allied Air Activity.
On day 9th November 12 Bostons with fighter 
cover attacked the NEUMARK Raider of 8700 
tons at Le Havre at 1534 hrs. from 10500 ft. 
One direct hit is claimed, but no definite 
statement can be made.
On night 9/10 November about 100 A/C bombed 
Hamburg.
(H.Q.B.C. 1445A/10.)

Bombing Request surface bombing restrictions from 1800A/10
restrictions, to 0800A/11 in area enclosed by Start Point,

Roche Douvres, and Isle de Bas.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1559A/10 to H.Q.C.C.)

Enemy Air Activity.
Convoys Convoys K.M.S.3 and K.X.6 were reported by
K.M.S.3 enemy aircraft A.M. today.
and (D.D.I.C. 1830A/10 to Escorts.)
K.X.6.

Mining.
Thames Two ground mines detonated by Sweeper at 1351/9
Estuary. in 198° Whitaker Beacon 2.1 miles. Details.

(Capt. M/S Sheerness 0955/10.)

Off 3.C 
Buoy.

Operation Q.L.5.

A mine has self exploded completely 340° three 
C Buoy one. 3 miles.

*-(CAMPBELL 1610A/10.)

Operation carried out as ordered.
(C. in C. Nore 1634A/10)
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Enemy Intelligence.
A d h i R a lSCHEER. Report graded A.2 states that German Naval Main

Unit with single funnel and one triple turret 
forward and possibly 2 aft passed Helsingborg 
at 0915/9th November, course South, escorted 
by 3 Destroyers. Comment: This may refer to
ADMIRAL SCHEER.
(D.D.I.C. 0332A/10.)

Enemy 1 Enemy M/V, 4 E.Vs in 44° 17’ N. 6° 10’ W.
Convoy. course 270°, speed 7 knots.

(A/C 224 Sqdn. 1655/10.)
Outward bound tanker escorted by 4 T/Bs reported 

by aircraft in position 44° 25' N. 06° 10’ W. at 1310A/10 
course 270°. Possibly another merchant ship in same vicinity.
These ships may be SPICHERN (ex KROSSFONN) and ELSA ESSBERGER.

(D.D.I.C. 2140A/10.)
3 destroyers, 1 unknown ship bearing 240° 4 miles, course 

270°, position 44° 10’ N. 06° 52' W. Am shadowing.
(A/C YHIK 2202/10 to Plympton.)
1 Tanker 44° 14' N. 8° 511 W. co. 270° speed 13 knots.
(A/C 2310/10 to 19 Group.)
My 2310. 300 tons. No escort. Am still in touch with

enemy. No change in the situation since the report quoted at 
the beginning of this message.

(A/C C/S B9XS 2330/10 to 19 Group.)

U-Boats.
U-Boat
attacked.

Result of attack, hit( s) probable. U-boat 
submerged on second attack, bow surfaced for 
six mins, and sank.
(A/C 0906/10 to 19 Group.)

U-Boats Am over an enemy submarine in 46° 27' N. 8° 43' W.
reported. Enemy was on course 080° and speed 8 when first

sighted.
(A/C 0909/10 to 19 Group.)

Aircraft sighted U-Boat in 046° 27' N. 008° 43' W. at 
0900/10th New. course 080°, speed 8 knots.

(F.O.S. 1012A/10 to S/Ms.)
Am over enemy submarine in position 43‘ 42' N. 8° 23’

Enemy was sighted on surface. When first sighted was on course 
090°, speed 6 knots.

(A/C G5VG 1445/16 to 19 Group.)Am over enemy submarine in 46° 13' N. 7° 40' W. S/M was 
first sighted on surface, course 040°, 15 knots.

(A/C YHID 2120/10 to 19 Group.)My 2120. Enemy S/M is still on the surface. Enemy course 
and speed is 90°, 8, at 2207.

(A/C YHID 2215/10 to 19 Group.) .My 2215. Am still in touch with enemy. No change in
the situation since report at 2305.

(A/C YHID 2305X/10 to 19 Group.)
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P.556.
Casualties and Defects.
Arrived P.556 and MANGROVE.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 0850A/10.)

M.L.1150. . /v.r wi, , S n r r  W.2>,Cancel my 0731/10. My 1501/9. Sailing post
poned. M/L 1150 returned with defects. (F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 0859A/10.)

MALAYA. My 1530/l8th October. Information is requested 
whether requirement that MALAYA is to he at 7 days notice from 21st November may now he
relaxed. If 30th November can he accepted 

as firm date of completion of dockyard refit, a later undocking 
than that at present envisaged can he arranged with considerable consequent benefit to refit.
(ii) If alternatively date of completion of dockyard work can 
he extended to 7th December in lieu of 30th November the following additional work can he done. Details.(A.S. Rosyth 1150A/10 to Admty.)

LEAMINGTON. My 2138/9. It has now been ascertained that M/F calibration only is required and Greenock 
can accommodate A.M. Friday 13th. Intend to 
sail LEAMINGTON 0930/llth to calibration berth B. E.T.A. 1700/12th.(N.O.I.C. Tees 1154/10.)

KALAN. . //>/ vr iMy 1610/9. On leaving harbour developed engine defects and returned.
(N.O.I.C. Poole 1230/10.)

M.T.B.227. M.T.B.227 arrived. Engine defects. 
(N.O.I.C. Stranraer 1305A/10.)

WOODRUFF,
PETUNIA,CROCUS.

Following is a repetition of C. in C. Y/.A.1056/9 to F.O.I.C. Liverpool. Begins.
WOODRUFF, PETUNIA, and CROCUS should be taken in hand for docking if necessary and making good 
defects. Ships will be required to leave 
Liverpool on 22nd November. Ends.
(C. in C. W.A. 1601A/10 to Admty.)

M.T.B.32. 
s7?

Arrival M.T.B.32 due to engine defects. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1809A/10.)
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Convoy , .
F.N.61. l(fr*0 
FIDELIO 
sunk. ,—
WANDLE 
damaged.

Shipping and Convoys.

Departure Tug DIVERSION escorted hy M.G.Bs 313, 
334 to Casualty in position 2 miles South 3 C 
Buoy at 0045.

->(F.0.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 0125A/10.)
QUORN's 2310A/9. Wreck is in 058° 3 C Buoy 1 
6 miles. Balloon attached.
(MENDIP 0259A/10.)
My 2310/9. Ship sunk was SS PIDELIO and ship 

damaged SS WANDLE. No other casualties in F.N.S61.
(QUORN 0930A/10 to C. in C. Nore.)

---- ^My 0125. Returned with SS WANDLE in tow.
(P.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 1320A/10.)
Departure Tug SUPERMAN.
(P.O.I.C. Harwich 1329A/10.)
Preliminary report of E-Boat activity last night. At 

least 12 E-Boats possibly in 3 groups operated between 3 C and 
55 A Buoys first heard at 2130. At this time F.N.$61 had 3 
more destroyers forming additional escort. First attack near 
3 C Buoy soon after 2130 sunk Norwegian Merchant Vessel PIDELIO 
and blew bows off merchant vessel WANDLE. All subsequent 
attacks beaten off. Several E-Boats known to have been damaged. 
Destroyers seem to have lost touch about 2245 after which E-Boats 
remained eastward of 4 Buoy and possibly further north until 
about midnight or later when they moved away. It is thought 
they may have been searching for damaged E-Boats. No further 
attacks took place. Minelaying is not suspected. Gorleston 
continued to obtain D/F bearings until 0130 carrier finally 
fading at 0225. Coastal forces on Z Line and further east did 
not succeed in making contact. WANDLE now in Yarmouth Roads. 
Survivors of PIDELIO landed at Yarmouth.
(C. in C. Nore 1748A/10 to Admty.)

W.S.25 P. My 0443/6 para (c). Arrangements have been 
made with U.S. Authorities for BORINQUEN to 
arrive Liverpool a.m. 10th.
2. She will embark 11/11 and 12/11 at P.L.S.
3. ESPERANCE BAY will not now be included 
in Convoy W.S.25 P.
(D.S.T. 0221A/10.)

Convoy
T.A.28.

Sailed from U.K. 8 Nov. for New York.
2. For details of personnel on board see W.O. 
signal 78381 of 8 Nov. to Milstaf, Washington. 
(d 7 of S.T. 0222A/10 to B.A.D. Washington, 
B.M.W.T. New York.)

Ships from
North
Russia.

Ice condition deteriorating propose sailing 
Baltic ships who are either short of oil fuel or 
are too slow for convoy with corvette for Lola 
as soon as possible. Ships short of fuel 
IRONCLAD 250, WHITE CLOVER (?250), CAMPFIRE 350, 
MEANTICUT 150, LAFAYETTE 150. Slow ships. 
HOLLYWOOD, BACON R MACCORMICK.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 0858A/10 to S.B.N.O. Nor 
Russia (R)s.0-6th,M/S F. Admiral Miles.)

/C.E.130 ...
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C.E.130.
Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Part company from C.E.130 at East Spile and 
proceed to Harwich, reporting your E.T.A. 
direct as soon as known.
(C. in C. Nore 0911A/10 to ATHERSTONE.)

SS CARRIER. Screening SS CARRIER from Loch Ewe section of 
S.C.107 who is stopped till approx 1500Z/l0th 
with engine defects 083° 9 miles from Barra 
Head.
(ALGOMA 0954Z/10 to C.T.U. 24.1.14.)

Q.P.15. Your 1445/5th. Can you fuel 5 destroyers
instead of 3.
(C. in C. H.P. 1106A/10 to S.B.N.O. North Russia)

Your 1106/lOth. Probable but confirmation from Moscow 
may not be obtained until 12th Nov. In view of my 0850/l0th 
request you will consider sending only 3 ships to avoid delay 
in sailing of Q.P.15.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1546A/10 to C. in C. H.P.)
Leave patrol forthwith for Lerwick as routed by Capt. S.9. 
(P.O.(S) 1656A/10 to TUNA.)/ Position of submarines at 0800/11 and movements for the 

following 24 hours.
— -0.15 vicinity 75° N. 08° E.— TUNA vicinity 70° 32’ N. 20° 01' E. 
P.312 and P.216 in Zone K.6 .

(F.O.(S) 1701A/10.)
Intend following s/m  dispositions for Q.P.15.

1. *P.321 and P.216 to operate in "Russian area 2 if Russians 
intend to occupy area 2 A. * ? 3/a.
~2~.— ^Owing to operation V.P. intend Norwegian s/m +UREDD also to 
proceed to northern waters direct Lerwick. * ^ — /* 'iyi.
3. P.S. JUNON to continue with operation "Upsilon" then in
accordance with my 112l/7th November not to S.B.N.O. North 
Russia. 7 4
4. S/M in para (l) and (2) to reach patrol area not later than 
17th Nov.

(P.O.(S) 1754A/10 to C. in C. H.P. (R) Admty., A.C.O.S.,
S.O. Subs. Lerwick, Capt. (S) 9, S.B.N.O. North Russia, 
H.Q.C.C., C. in C. Rosyth.)

____ jj-P.O.S. 1656/10. *-TUNA proceeding forthwith to Lerwick
through following positions 1, * •
A) 070° 01’, 011° 59’ E.

069° 03', 007° 58' E.
091° Out Skerries 5 miles.Proceeding diving by day to position (A) thence on surface 

at C.O. discretion. Total bombing restrictions will be arranged 
to cover whole passage.

(Capt. (S) 9 1809A/10.)
____ yMy il2l/7. Cancel movement of UREDD.
^ ^ U R E D D  i^to^lan^intelligence for operation in zone K.5 and 
k ! 6  and^ is1  to embark portionof P.S.K. REVELA1TT (?relevant) to
n6W 1812A/10 to Capt.( s )  9th, S.O. (Subs) Lerwick (R)

ilm?v., C in C. H.P., A.C.O.S., C. in C. Rosyth, Hqrs.
C.C. )

3;;

Retain her at

/Cancel ...
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Shipping and Convoys.̂  ta~n.lJ:.
Cancel my 1435/10th. /y,r. o.' >/.£
(Capt. (S) 9 1945A/10 to S.O. S/Ms Lerwick.)
My 1456/lOth (?1546A intended) 1744 tons will 
"be available.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 2229A/10 to C. in C.H.F.) 

S.B.N.O. North Russia 0859/lOth not to all addressees. 
INTREPID and ICARUS have sailed tonight to join Captain (D) 8 
at Seidisfjord. U .
(2) On completion fuelling Captain (D) 8 is to proceed in 
FAULKNOR with IMPULSIVE, ECHO, ICARUS, INTREPID in company to 
Kola Inlet in accordance with my 2nd (Ascertained by phone that 
this should read 1127/2. Message is being corrected bv
C. in C. H.F.)
(3) Captain (D) 8 reports E.T.A. Kola Inlet before sailing.
(4) Consider this reinforcement most desirable. It should 
not delay sailing Q.P.15 beyond 16th Nov.
(5) Failing confirmation by 1800A/I4th that fuel is available 
for 5 destroyers at Kola Inlet INTREPID and ICARUS are to be sent back to Seidisfjord.
(6) Request every effort may be made to provide fuel.
(7) A.C.I.C. pass S.B.N.O. North Russia’s 0859/lOth to Captain (d ) 8.

(G. in C. H.F. 2358A/10 to S.B.N.O. North Russia, Capt.
(D) 8, (R) Admty., S.B.N.O. Archangel, A.C.I.C. Admiral Miles.)

War Diary.

Q.P.15.
(contd.)

Operation Next time you break W/T silence request reply
F.B. to my 1526/9th.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1200A/10 to S.O. M/S F.6 
(R) S.B.N.O. Archangel.)

Cancel my 2326/7 Nov. but keep 1 salvo for cruiser and 
ab ove.

(F.O.S. 1827A/10 to Subs, operating North of latitude 51° N. 
(R) Admty., C. in C. H.F., A.C.O.S., H.Q.C.C., S.B.N.O. 
North Russia.)

K.M.F.3. (1) WAVENEY detailed for Cardiff portion to R/V
Barry Roads 1600A/llth.
(2) TOTLAND detailed for Liverpool portion to 
R/V as ordered by N.O.I.C. Liverpool not yet 
received. Your 1222A/7 not to ships concerned 
refers.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 1229A/10 to C. in C. W.A., 
(R) N.O.I.C. Liverpool, N.O.I.C. Cardiff,
N.C.S.O. Mersey, N.C.S.O. Clyde, N.C.S.O. 
Avonmouth, Admty., WESTON, TOTLAND.)(1) Intend sail TOTLAND escorting VILLE D'ANVERS, COAMO, 

SCYTHIA, STAFFORDSHIRE and ORION 1430A/l2th for Clyde in accord
ance with A.M. 1950/8th E.T.A. Cumbraes 0730A/I3th. S. of A.
Q.Z.S. 215 9 knots thereafter 12 knots codeword "Master" help
(^^Comdre? Londonderry is requested to sail TOTLAND to R/V at
Bar L/V 1430A/l2th. to return to Liverpool Bar L/V as(3) On completion TOTLAND is 
convenient to ^ J ^ / I O  to N.O.I.C. Greenock (R) N.O.I.C.

Londonderry, H.Q.F.C. Admty. C. in C. W.A., N.O.I.C. Belfast 
Capt.(D) Liverpool, C. in C. H.F., TOTLAND, C.T.G.24.7.)

/Convoy ...
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K.M.F.5 
(contd.

Shipping and Convoys- /T- _
Convoy K.M.F.3 A.M. 1950/8. Para. 3.
R/V in position (c) at 0900Z/15.
(D.O.D.(H) 1712A/10 to C. in C. W.A., F.O.I.C. 
Greenock, N.C.S.O. Clyde, F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 
N.C.S.O. Mersey (R) F.O.C.N.A., C. in C. H.F. 
N.C.X.F., F.O.I.C. Cardiff, H.Q.C.C., H.Q.F.C.)

W.P.
Convoy.

My 1115A/10 para 5. Cancel W.P. Convoy.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1315A/10 to M.Ls 186, 180, 
259.)

EMPIRE
SCOT,

EMPIRE SKY.
Request EMPIRE SCOT and EMPIRE SKY he routed 
Kola Inlet when released.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1409A/10 to Admty. (R)
C. in C. H.F., (?S.B.N.0. Archangel), A.C.I.C., 
N.O.I.C. Murmansk.)

P.W.F.245. My 1131/10. Cancelled.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1447A/10 to C. in C. Plymouth)

O.N., O.N.S.
Convoys.

In O.N. and O.N.S. Convoys containing ships for 
South Atlantic Ports the time and position in 
which they are detached is to he reported to 

Admiralty and C. in C. U.S. Fleet repeated C. in 
C. W.A.
(C. in C. W.A. 1618A/10 to S. & A., W.A.)

P.Q. and Q.P. Your 1258A/29.
Convoy (A) There is no douht newer types of rocket
Armaments. weapons were effective in keeping (?planes)

(?high) and in prevention of dive homhing.
They also create good morale effect on (3 corrupt 
groups.)

(B) Use of balloon is recommended in P.Q. convoys as deterrent 
to dive homhing. In Q.P. convoys to which enemy has not so 
far given much attention from air their use is questionable. 
With long nights and danger of their being D/F's escort 
probably unnecessary.
(C) Reports indicate that planes rarely came close enough for 
.30 or .303 weapons to be effective. Bofors and guns find 
great favour particularly the former and it is agreed that all 
ships sailing in P.Q. convoy should be fitted with 2 B one
(«? aft) and one forward. Low angle guns were used when torpedo 
A/C attacked from aft and when other ships were clear of range 
but they were not effective as so few rounds can be fired in 
the short time occupied by such an attack.k] Bofors referred to in (C) as

HftZg'f&FJZ&Sc?* opening S S ’Sfcide effective 
range needs to be continually stressed.
(3) m  a torpedo bombing attack the two nearest columns to 
turn towards the attack, remainder away.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 1627A/10 to Admty.)

/P.W.247 ...
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Shipping and Gonvoys - contd.
G. in C. Portsmouth is requested to sail P.W.247 
direct from Portsmouth on 12th Nov. to Bristol 
Channel Ports without calling at Portland or 
Dartmouth, to arrive D.l huoy at 0930/13.

2. P.O.I.G. Portland is requested to sail KRAKOV/IAK, CORNELIAN, 
JASPER and RUBY to relieve Portsmouth local escort before dark 
12th November.
3. P.Os I.C. Cardiff and Milford Haven are requested to sail 
KRAKOWIAK and Group B Trawlers as additional escort to W.P.249 
on 15th Nov.to Plymouth.
4. Pass to N.C.S.Os.
5. P.W.D. 247 will not sail.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1707A/10.)

War Diary.

P.W.247.

SS HINDUSTAN, P.O.I.G. Greenock is requested to sail SS 
ITHURIEL. HINDUSTAN ex K.M.S.3 for Milford Haven to

await escort. C. in C. Portsmouth is requested 
to sail ITHURIEL when ready about 12th Nov. 

for Milford Haven instead of as in A.M. 2047/29th Oct. not to 
all addressees. P.O.I.G. Milford Haven is requested to sail 
both ships when ready for Gibraltar. C. in C. W.A. is requested 
to provide' route south of Ireland (r ).
(D.O.D.(H) 1710A/10.)

TJALDUR. My 1130/8. Sailed escorted by^CASTLETON. 
(P.O.I.G. Aberdeen 1715/10.)

Pirth of Ships routed to Oban should b u m  navigation
Lome. lights at full brilliance on entering Pirth of

L o m e .
(D.T.D. 1845A/10.)

- 7  K.M.S.3. All present except HINDUSTAN No.44 not sighted
yesterday or today. My P.C. and S. are 055° 
15' N. 012° 43* W. 247° 7. rA  noon Z 11th 
064° Q 155, noon Z 12th 233° Q 20. 7280 2363. 
(BLACK SWAN 2001A/10 to C. in C. W.A.)
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ROBERTS.

Operation "Torch. "

Am anchored just North of M/Vs inside (?seaport)
and intend to weigh" 0500. Do you wish me then 
to remain in vicinity to afford A/A and R.D.F.

support or shall I proceed to sea returning about 1500. If 
latter request escort may he detailed to close me 0515. 
(ROBERTS. 0001Z/10 to Gdr.E.N. T.F.( R) C.S.10. STORK).

F.O.G.lOth C.S. reports destroyers of Force 0 
are getting short of fuel. Presume you will 
arrange for their refuelling (as?) I cannot 
spare destroyers from Force H to relieve 
them whilst doing so. Force R will he in 
037. 35 N. 002.1+8 E. steering 250 at 0800/10 
if required for refuelling.
(S.O. Force H. 0005/10 to N.C.E.N.T.Force.(R) 
F.O. G.10th G.S. SCYLLA.)

In view of'TIGER‘'not received and urgency 
of various R/Cs request provision of 2 craft to 
(?land) key personnel Serial 35792 309U7 1695 
32071 35768 5050 3U61.
(N.L.O.C. 0010/10 to P.M.(?) 0. BULOLO.)

Your 1525/9. Submit that this operation can he 
carried out hut that beaching is impracticable 
under present condition of swell. Berthing in 
Arzeu harbour would be (incomplete group). 
(MISOA 0050/10 to S.N.O.L.Sector 2 (R) 
TASAJERA.)

N.G.G. T.F’s 1825 and "Torch" N. G. four appendix 
A essential that report should be made immediatel 
of permanent silencing of probable and possible 
coastal batteries from P. one to P. eight 
inclusive. RODNEY,AURORA and JAMAIOA are to 
repeat on F.C wave remainder on fleet wave. 
(C.G.C.T.F. 0036/10 to Divl.H.Q. 16 G.T. 18 G.T. 
26 G.T. pass to F.0.0’s one two, three and four 
(R) RODNEY, AURORA, JAMAICA, FARNDALE, BRILLIANT, 
GALPE.)

Pass to Operational Command E. T. F. 0600Z/10th. 
Failing orders by 1000 hours despatch maximum 
effective strength and all serviceable C.l+7 
Maison Blanche. To G.T. F. for action E.T.A. 
informed. Acknowledge urgent.
(C. in G.2nd Battn. 001+5Z7lO to C.G.C.T.F., G.G.E 
T.F.).

0.1+ 10th ref A. F.H.Q. 00I+5Z/10. Despatch all available C.i+7

C H.F. STORK)

/y.7. »w v*

/A/c
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A/C to Maison Blanche earliest possible moment. 
Report time of arrival. Arrangements will he 
made to bring TP S of 503 para. Inf.Fwd at 
19. "t O X* cl.9. "fc 0
(E.T.F. 1532Z/10 to G.T. F.(R) E. A.C,A. F.H.Q., 
G.P.

GARLINGE Unknown ship sunk at (?051°) Unknown
Sunk. circumstances request M.M.S. be detailed for

re g Q\20 #
(LORD HOTHAM 0110/10 to SCOTTISH (R) V.A.C.N.A) 

1. LORD HOTHAM’s 0110/10. GARLINGE 
torpedoed approx. 211 XTJT 50 at 0051/10, MINNA has been detach 
ed to search till dark.
2. My 0550/10 LORD HOTHAM missed by torpedo 17U XTJT 22.
Unable to attack.
5. My P.G. and S. 152 XTJT 57 060° 6. 5 knots. Weather report 

* (SCOTTISH 0625/10 to N.C.X.F. (R) MINNA, LORD HOTHAM) . * p  
Have picked up li+ survivors position N. Op6.27 E. 000.15 

at 1100 including (?Captain). Ship sank in 60 seconds 26 
persons missing Am continuing search.

(MINNA 1105Z/10 to F.O. C.N.A.(R) (? N.G.) X. F. SCOTTISH) 
My 1105/10 recovered 2 bodies at lpOO in 0^6.51 N. 000.21 

E. Rescued C.O. alive at 1555 examined quantity of wreckage.
No boat or other raft got away have abandoned search 25 persons 
missing presumed drowned. LORD HOTHAM steamed through 
survivors, did she pick uo any?

(MINNA 1900Z/10 to F.O.C.N.A.(R) C. in C.X.F.SCOTTISH).
My P.C. and S. 0p6. p6 N. 001. 25 E. 077. 10 knots E.T.A 

5 miles North of Caxine 0600/11.
(MINNA 2200Z/10 to F.O.C.N.A.(R) C. in C.X.F. SCOTTISH).

U/B At 2525 S/M sighted on surface course 180 .
attacked Attacked immediately on diving position 056.26 N
by 002.Oh W. Result uncertain.
VERITY. (VERITY 0118Z/10 to Gibraltar W/T).

My Oil8/l0th to V.A.C.N.A. and C.A.F.O. 
85h/hl (a) VERITY, (b )  2525Z/9 by R.D.F. (c )  

056.26 N. 002.0k W. (?12) 00.(d) 17. (e) 0200Z/10.
* Consider U/Boats probably destroyed. Appearing to be 250 tons
German.(VERITY 1200Z/10 to Admty, N.C.X.F. N.C.C.N.T.F. V.A. C.N. 

(R) Oapt.(D) 13.). K.

Cancel my 0559 /9. TON 7 MONARCH OF BERMUDA 
from Y Beach 2500 routed 50 E.T. A. Gibraltar 
1500 /10th.LLANGIBBY CASTLE from Y Beach 2500 routed 72 
E.T.A. Gibraltar 1700/10.
(C.N.T.F. 0110Z/10 to N.C. X. F.(R) Capt.(S).8, 
V. A.Gibraltar A.O.C.Gibraltar).

/R/C of...
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R/O of 
Dakar. P.R.U. Dakar 1730/9 failure owing to low cloud. 

French Battleship RICHELIEU, 2 cruisers and one 
S/M. 2 destroyers seen in harbour, one cruiser 
in roads.

Cancel departure of S/M given in my 0721/8 and my 1725/8 not 
to S.O. Force Q. 10 S/Ms were present p.m./8th. Naval units 
have been dispersed inside harbour and awnings have been furled. 
Vichy convoy of 20 M/Vs with 2 (? or) more escort vessels 
sighted by A/C at 0915Z/9 in 013.1|2 N. 017. 35 W.035° 8/10 
knots apparently approaching Dakar. Smoke screen made. P.R.U 
gives no indication whether this unusually large convoy 
entered Dakar but there are no reports of later sighting by 
A/C patrol.
(R.A.W.Af. 0123Z/10 to Admty, N.C.X. F.,C.W.N.T.F., Air H.Q. 
Gibraltar, S.O. Force Q.).

Albacores dive bomb 9.U inch battery Cape Canastel O3 5.I+6 N. 
000.3 b W. as quickly as possible.

(O.N.T.F, 05i+3Z/l0 to S.O. Force H (R) N.C. X.F. R.A.A.), 
My 05 (? 25 or Ij.3)/10 please prepare second dive-bombing 

sortie on Dusanton Map ref. 359, 927, 287° Canastel Map ref 
1+9 1, 953 at (corrupt group).

(O.N.T.F. 0623Z/10 to S.O. Force H. R.A.A.).
Your IH4.5/IO. Can bomb Fort Santon after 1500. 2 hours

warning required.
(R.A.A.H.F. 1227/10 to N.C.C.N.T.F.(R) S.O. Force H).

THOMAS Have resumed tow of THOMAS STONE from ST.Dtfy

remaining 100, request early relief for VELOX and instructions 
for fuelling.Weather renort.
(WISHART 0130Z/10 to N.C.X. F. (R) N.C.E.'T.F., S.O. Force H).

My P.C S at 0630/10 36.23 N. 01.36 W. 270° 6 knots.
No position received (?from) ZETLAND.

(HENGIST 0630/l0 to F.O.C.N.A.)•

Score to date. Our fighters claim 12 destroyed, 
2 probables, 8 damaged. Ships claim 4 destroyed 
by A.A.fire.
(S.O.R.A.F. Bulolo, 0125/10 to A.O.O.E. A.C.).

Fort
Santon, &
Canastel
Bty.

N.C.X. F ’s 1838/9. Bombing attack can be 
carried out any time after 1300Z. Give your 
requirements as early as possible.
(S.O. Force H. 0127Z/10 to N.C.C.N.T. F.(R) 
N.C.X.F. N.C.E.N.T.F., R.A. A.).

Your 0127/10. Request all available

making good 3 knots course 090° expected in 
037. 05 N. 001. 00 E at 0800/10. WISHART, fuel 
stocks remaining Hj-O, VELOX,fuel stocks

/HENGIST.. .
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HENGIST join WISHAET and THOMAS STONE in approx. 
(?056°) 52' N. 001° 301 E. at 0700/lOth 
WISHART report P.G. and S.
(N.C.X.F. 06U5Z/10 to HENGIST, WISHART (R) 
N.O.E.N.T.P., N.C.C.N.T.F., ZETLAND).

My 06U5Z/10 position of WISHART 037.05 W. 
(?037°) alternative (?031°) OO’E. at 0800 Z course 090° 3 knots 
(N.C.X.F. 0811Z/10 to HENGIST, WISHART).

Proceed Gibraltar with all despatch.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 0925/10 to*ZETLAND,(R ) WISHART, HENGIST,
N.G.X.F.)
My P.G. and S. at (?10)00/10 037.05 N. 000.55 E. 090° 4 

Weather report.
(WISHART 1015Z/10 to HENGIST, (r ) N.G.X.F., N.G.E.N.T.P.
N.G.G.N.F. Force G).
HENGIST should he (?with) you soon. You must spin out 

fuel until arrival Algiers or until N.C.E.N.T.F. can relieve 
you.

(?N.C.X.F.1052Z/10 to WISHART (R) N.G.E.N.T.F.)
Unable to decode your 0811 (corrupt group) 10th. My 

position at 1115/lOth 36.23 N. 01.24 wl course 090° speed 9 
knots. Proceeding to nosition 36.52 N. 0130 E.

(HENGIST 1115/10 to F.O.O.N.A.).
Your 1115/10 WISHART's P.C. S 1000/10. 037.05 N.

OOO.55 E. 090° 4 knots. Join fcar.
(N.G.X.F.1556Z/10 to HENGIST).
Expect to be in 037.01 N. 002.33 E. at 0600/11, course 

and speed 108, 5i knots with THOMAS STONE in tow. Request 
additional A/S Screen.

(WISHART 19542/10 to N.G.E.N.T.F. (R) N.G.X.F, S.O. Force
H. N.O.I.G.Algiers, HENGIST).

War Diary.

THOMAS
STONE.
Gontd.

My 2345/9 and G.G.T. F. 0038/10 it is intended 
FARNDALS and GALPE should be in Oran Bay from 
0800 tomorrow Tuesday ready to enter Oran harbour 
at the 1st favourable opportunity in order to 
prevent blocking of entrance. FARNDALE S.O. will 
be in direct communication with N.G.G.T.F.

Ships addressed are to cover destroyers shifting fire should it 
appear necessary to support their approach.
(N.G.O.T.F.O2O5/IO to RODNEY, JAMAICA, (R) AURORA, BOADIGEA.)

Situation. Should be glad to have your account of naval
position at Oran and Casablanca. Has Oran been 
bombarded and if so with what result?
(1st Lord 0207A/10 to N.GX.F.117).

Your 0207/10. See my 2248/9.
1. Oran. Naval Forces still giving full support to G.T.F. but 
latter meeting stiff resistance. RODNEY has bombarded Fort 
Santon whilst cruisers and destroyers have answered Army calls 
for fire support as required. Force H has been ordered to be 
within 100 miles of Oran daylight 10th with instructions that 
naval aircraft are to bomb Santon when called on by N.G.G.T.F.

/FURIOUS..
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Oneration "Torch11 - Contd.
— Situation' 

Contd.
— >FURIOUS,BITER and DASHER have "been ordered to 

Gibraltar by N.C. C. T. F. as shore based 
fighters are now established.
2. Casablanca. No situation report yet received 

but it is clear that Western Naval T.F. has dealt effectively 
with Vichy Naval Forces who put to sea.
5.Algiers. XLEEDSTOWN torpedoed by S/M and beached.**COWDRAY 
torpedoed by A/C and being towed. CALAMARES*\?PALOMARES) 
damaged by bomb. Eleven attacks on S/M which was twice blown 
to surface. 11 A/C shot down for certain by fighters. All 
ships now in Algiers Harbour.
(N.C.X.F.0507Z/10 to A d m t y ) x ' ' /

/ *  f

Pass Boom at O63OZ/IO and berth at 32 bow 
North tug will meet you at Northern entrance to 
?roads destroyers enter harbour and ?(small) 

(?tanker) San Adolfo (corrupt group) established two each side 
of bow North.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0216Z/10 to FURIOUS).

Pass through O.26.OO N. 001+.20 W.
(N.C.X.F.01+12Z/10 to FURIOUS).

■> FURIOUS.

Algiers. Your 1952/9. Unless mines actually found
with your authority remaining present anchorage 
and continue unloading. Risk of bombs and 

tornedo which would be imposed by prolonged stay in port 
much greater than from mines. If it is your intention to put 
Men-of-War alongside would prefer to move.
(S.N.O.L.Sector C. 0230 Z/10 to A.O.E.N.T.F.).

Your 0250 not to A.B.O. SAMUEL CHASE is to remain in 
berth for the xresent. Report rate of unloading.

(S.D.E.N.T. F. 0627/10 to S.N.O.L.Sector C.(R) KEREN 
A.B.O).

C.0.13th A.R. was held up at Misserghen 
this afternoon by 75s counter bombardment 
produced no results. He by-passed Misserghen 
this evening and joined flying column at 
Lasenia. His infantry urgently required is now 
on its way to join him C.0.13th A.R.urgently 

requests tactical R/C of Aintemoucent and road to S.W.(?also) 
Siddibelabbes to Tafaroui. He wishes any troops approaching 
from Aintemoucent to be strafed from the air. Request 
written report from tactical R/C A/C be dropped at Lasenia 
aerodrome.(S.N.O.L(X) 022+1Z/10 to S.O. Capital Ships Spare Force h, 
N.C.C.T.F.).

EX(3 groups incompletely received)ER is 
chartered merchantman and does not regularly 
belong to me. Request she be routed to U.S. by 
fast convoy when unloaded.
(S.N.O.L.(C) 0325/10 to S.O.E.N.T.F.).

/MARTIN...
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BROKE
Sunk.

■—  /» b  ° 3

Regret BROKE sunk in (37°)? 00* N, (00)°? hh' E. 
at 1559. Have embarked ships' company and 
portion of (corrupt group) force. No loss of 
life. My P.0, and S. 37.00 N. 00. ill* E. 12 
knots. Percentage oil remaining 
(ZETLAND T.O.R. 03kk/l0 to O.N.T.F. (R)
WISHART, HENGIST, F.O. Oran N.G.X.F.).

Local defence plotting suggests U-Boat 8 miles 
ahead of you.
(Gibraltar W/T 0556Z/10 to Escorts K.M.S.2).

My 0356. Position target 088° EUROPA 16 
susoected.

tGibraltar 0.0.0.0U05Z/10 to Escorts of 
K.M.S.2).

Target 097° SUROPA 17.
(Gibraltar 0.0.0. 0431Z/10 to Escorts of K.M. S.2).

Unconfirmed reports of enemy armoured vehicles 
massing at Aintemoucent.
(S.N.O.L.(X) 0519 Z/10 to S.O.O.N.T.F.

K.M.S.2.

Mv OSS6.

One S/M on surface bearing >̂60° distance 3  
miles unknown course and speed my position 
222+0 XTPB 23 miles.
(SCOTTISH 0550/10 to Gibraltar W/T).

N.O.E.N.T.F. 201UZ/9. Cancel my 2205Z/9 
except dawn R/0 of beach. ^ARGUS will refuel 
any fighters which cannot be embarked before 

* AVENGER enters harbours.
(ARGUS 0606/10 to AVENGER (R) N.O.E.N.T.F. 
C.S.10, R.A.(A) H.F.). n 1- 

^ L < -  i

Your 00^5 now confirms U.S.relations with 
Vichy broken off.(Eisenhower O616Z/IO to Murphy).

/IBIS...
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IBIS is to tie sent at 1000 today to Force 0. to 
relieve escorts while fuelling, Force 0 is 
operating in an area 20 North of Gape Gaxine. (N.C.E.N.T.F.06l+?/l0 to STORK (R) IBIS, G.S.10).

Convoy not met. My E.T.A. Gibraltar H15A/I0th. 
(AUBRETIA 0700A/10 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) GLAISDALE, 
Capt.^D) 13). 1 , ,

Escort will join you in position 000° Araeu 
Island light 10 at 1200. Present screen is 
to fuel Arzeti.
(N.G.G.T.F.0800A/10 to RODNEY).

My 1325/8. VICEROY OF INDIA still at Algiers. 
(Gdr. E.N.T.F. 0817Z/10 to N.C.X.F.).

Most important to sink all shipping above 500 
tons bound for Cagliari.
(Capt.(S) 10. 0820A/10 to TURBULENT, PARTHIAN, 
(R) N.C.X.F.).

My 09LL+A/9. At 11+00A today patrol line F 
to J. is to return to original position at 
economical speed.
(Capt.(S) 10. 0832A/10 to S/Ms on Patrol(R) 
N.C.X.F.).

Report immediately full state of vessels 
on your patrol including fuel and remaining 
and anything affecting future readiness for 
action.
(S.N.O.L.X. 0907Z/10 to VETCH (R) S.O.M/S 18th 
M/S.F).

Carry out "Torch" N E/21+ tonight.
"■̂ ARGUS is required to give fighter protection 
over Hatton beaches until noon Wednesday.
(N.C.E.N.T.F. 0915Z/10 to C. S.10).

+ —.— J z  )- / i  ~i
K.153. TON 2 para.10. Carry out plan S for 
suitable •
(N.C.X.F.* 09UlA/(?5) to S.O. Force H. (R) F.O.C.N. 
Capt.(S) 8, A.S.Gib. All British S. and As. 
concerned in operation "Torch" (excluding ships 
refitting in U.K.) V.A.Malta.)

/Following....
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Following is repetition of O.N.T.F’s 061+5 
(Begins),only one company 2nd Battn.
503rd Parachute Infantry can he employed on 
15/11 not earlier. Ref. your 0Q1+5Z/10 
en'tire battalion ready by 15th but only 
sufficient troop carriers for simultaneous 
employment of 2 companies.
Fredendall (Ends).
(N.C.G.N.T.F. 0953Z/10 to N.O.E.N.T.F., N.C.X.F)

U/B. Following has been read. Have attacked enemy
with depth charges.
(A/C WD5G. 1012/10).

From Gib.W/T. Following has been read:- 
Gib.M/F D/F (Malta Command) Am over enemy S/M in LBJB 5 5 5 0  q 
S/M sighted on surface and observed to submerge course 090 
speed 8 knots.

(A/C WD5G. 1030/10 to Admty),

Please husband your destroyer resources. 
Casualties can ill be afforded except when 
important issues are at stake.
(N.C.X.F.1013Z/10 to N.C.E.N.T.F., N.C.C.N.T.F.)

Situation 
to 21+00/9.

Sitrep.3.1. Increased enemy air and S/M activity in Med. 
Many attacks on S/Ms. Two Vichy destroyers made 
sortie from Oran, engaged by cruisers. One 

destroyer beached on fire one returned Oran damaged.
2. Algiers. General Anderson arrived 1800 hours assuming
command ETF. General Clark with small: advanced echelon AFHQ
arrived 2000 hours.Qur troops still occupy all objectives, no 
operations during Armistice. All ships berthed in harbour or 
bay unloading proceeding. ^LEEDSTOWN torpedoed by S/K and 
beached. Two naval vessels damaged by air attack.^ Four
A/C shot down by naval gunfire. *— ■- h f* 7
3 . Oran. First infantry division 7 miles east and p miles 
west of Oran closing in for final assault. Armoured combat 
command holds Tafaraoui and La Senia airfields and is 
protecting south flank. During day attacks against east flam. 
at Lamact and south flank at St.Lucien driven off. Considerabfe 
indication hostile counter attack from south and southwest. 
Pinal assult Oran pLanned for 10 Nov. Naval co-operation, air 
and gunfire support has been most effective.
k. WTF situation obscure. Our tanks observed pursuing trench 
tanks southwest from Port Lyautey. No detailed report of nava 
action but clear that no futher interference from Vichy 
naval forces during day.

/5. Air...
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Contd.

5.Air. A/S and PRU activity continued from 
Gibraltar hut on reduced scale during afternoon 
owing to weather. No S/M sightings were made 
by A/C. A Spitfire despatched to Casablanca 
on photo.R/C failed to return. Algiers Area. 

Petrol and oil became available during day and 5i> R.A.F. 
fighters were operational. 11 Axis A/C destroyed, also claim 
2 probable, 8 damaged. Own losses Nil. _0ran area. 12th Air 
Force operating from Tafaraoui destroyed p French A/C in air, 
lost one, pilot 3 A/C. 1+3 U.S. fighters serviceable at end of
day. .
(Commanded Gibraltar, 1021+/10 to Abfor).

It is intended to base MAIDSTONE and 8th Sub F. 
on Algiers as soon as situation allows.
Report whether berths will be available without 
prejudice to unloading facilities of port. 
tN.C.X.F.1028Z/l0 to Comdre Algiers (R) Capt.(S) 
8, Admty, F.O.C.Subs).

p, C and S. of enemy 
One destroyer.
(A/C Call Sign A9SZ.

NHSX U5 51 2p0 10 One 

1058A/10 to 9 N.G.).

Y

On completion of fuelling at Gib. proceed to 
Oran with all convenient despatch by route H 
and thro’ (a) 180° De Gata 15* (1*) 36*15 
00.05 W. then as ordered by N.C.C.N.T.F. 
(N.C.X.F.1121+/10 to AVOlfTALE,PUCKERIDGE, 
VERITY,WIVERN, WESTCOTT. (R) N.C.C.N.T.F. 
N.O.I.C.Gib. Capt.(S) 8). n--n/n

Mv 112U/10. ^VONjVALE ,*PUCKERIDGE reached (Bj OppO/11. 
(N.C.x7f .1L+15Z/10 to N.C.C.N.T.F.(R) AVONDALE,
PUCKS RIDGE ) . * />. o  I

"CRUPPER" not met.
(V.A.Malta 1125A/10 to N.C. 
C. in C.Med.Admty).

X.F.(R) C.E.N.T.F.

Sitrep. 1001 hrs. 10th Nov. One JU 88 R/C plane 
located at distance 5 miles to Northeast. 
Circles and approached from west to south 
of Fortress and engaged by A.A. 1020 hrs at 
height 15000 feet. Ammunition expenditure
51+ rounds H.A. A. . ^
(Govr. and C. in C.Gib. 1125A/10 to J.O).

/My...
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My 2307A/9. 3 Cruisers are now in Augusta.
Return to patrol positions given in "Torch" 
(S) at economical speed.
(Capt.(S) 10, II5I+A/IO to UNA, UTMOST (R) 
N.C.X.F. S/Ms on patrol).

X AVENGER t o n 5 serial 31+. Unless you have some
* ARGUS. strong reasons of which I am not aware AVENGER
*• , . .and ARGUS should he returned to Gibraltar.

5 J / '**iou can land their A/C for further operations 
if absolutely necessary.

1 1 (N.C.X.F.1157Z/10 to N.C.E.N.T.F. (R) R.A.(A)
H.F.).

■^U/B sunk Have sunk enemy S/M and picked up (corrupt
bv LORD group) survivors will require medical assistance
NUFFIELD. on arrrival. .

it-EMO' (LORD NUFFIELD 1200/10 to BULOLO (R) F.O.C.N.A.)
*- /tya 4 0 3, L t-o b

UTMOST 
attacks 
3 Crs.
3 Drs.

4.2.0

At O637A, P.C. and S. 3 cruisers, 3 destroyers 
037. 16, 015. 26, 315° 23 estimate 2 hits. 
(UTMOST 1201A/10 to Capt.(s) 10. (R) N.C.X.F. 
S/Ms on patrol).My 1201A/10 all torpedoes expended 
returning to harbour by reverse of outward 
route. E.T.A. end of searched channel 1016A/12.

(UTMOST 1236A/10 to Capt.S.10.(R) N.C.X.F. 
C. in C.Med. S/M on patrol).

37 C 1+7 with parachute troops leave Gib. 
night 10th Nov.arriving Algiers dawn 11th Nov. 
Provide fighter escort on approach to
Algiers. „ , ._ .(Eastern Air Command 1206Z/10 to A.0.C.Algiers,
BULOLO, (R) N.C.E.T.F.).

You should relieve carriers as early as possible 
if i,hese A/C are still wanted at Algiers it is 
better to operate from shore.
(E.A. C.Gib*. 1215/10 to A.O.C.Algiers N.C.E.T.F.)

Morning R/C. Morning (?departures) (another version gives 
?visuals). Taranto add 1+ destroyers. Messina, 
Nanles, Palermo no change. Augusta add 3 

cruisers. Emoedocle 10 E-Boats. Trapani 8 E-Boats.
(V.A.Malta 1215A/10 to N.C.X.F.(R) C. in C.Med. C.E.N.T.i.Admty 
C.C.N.T.F. S.O. Force H. F.O.C.N.A.)

/18. ..
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18 Squadron leaving U.K. night 10th Nov for 
Algiers. Am not sure if they proceed via Gib 
or not.
(E.A.C.12l6z/l0 to A.0.0.Algiers).

r/q of P.R.U. Toulon a.m. 10th unsuccessful owing to
Toulon. weather. . . , .(N.G.X.F. 1229Z/10 to S.O. Force (F) (R)

N.0.O.N.T.F. N.C.E.N.T.F. R.A.A.)

Oonvoy 1.Request you will sail convoy_G.U.F.l (one)
d  U.F.l. when ready routed through (G) 3U.00 N. 10.00

(H) 3U.02 N. 11.00 W. (J) j)l.l̂ > N. 15.20 .
(k ) 3 1.uo n . 20.01 w. (l ) pU .50 n . 35.Uo w .
(M) 36.4.0 N. U0.00 W. then as ordered by

Cominch.
2. Escort as detailed by you.
3 No ships for inclusion in convoy from Med.
(N.C.X.F. 12U5Z/10 to N.C.W.N.T.F.(R) F.O.C.N. A. Admty, 0. m 0 
L.A.N.T. R.A.W.A. Gominch).

Ships
damaged
and
sunk
at Algiers.

2 messages l655Z/9(T?®&lns) crew has abandoned 
*LEEDSTOWN which is in sinking condition near 
Algiers about one mile from beach,_ Bombed at 
13 hours and torpedoed by S/M at 1̂ )20. message 
1148Z/9 (Begins THOMAS STONE main and steering
engine out of commission due aerial torpedo hit. 
Similar damage from same cause to*LEEDSTOWN.

Both at Algiers and require major dry dock repairs. U.S. 
Merchant ship EXCSLL0R slightly leaking and minor damage due t 
near bomb miss. Personnel casualties nil or very light.
High percentage of landing craft wrecked.
(Comtransdiv II 1259Z/10 to G.T.F.3U» G.T. GoU.U). ‘ " ‘ ̂

** 3^3, i

Am over enemy S/M in NHXP 5810 enemy S/M 
previously reported was sighted on surface and 
observed to submerge when first sighted was on
course 090 speed 5. ,(A/G using Gall sign TK7U 1303/10 to Gib.M/P 
D/T (Malta Command;.

Am over enemy S/M in position NHXP 5810 090 5. .
(A/C using call sign TK7U. 1J2V10 to Gib l'/P D/P (tialta
Following has been read,Am over enemy S/M in position 

NHXP 5810. Enemy S/M previously reported was on course 09
speed 5 knots. _ ,,(A/C using call sign LTK7U. Ip25/10).

/N.G.X.F’s...
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N.C.X.F’s 105U/9 and A.M.201;7/29. not to 
N.G.X.P. I am entirely prepared to meet N.G.X.P’s 
requirements in full.
2.1 would like*MARNE and*ESCAPADE to form part of 
the escort of DUKE OF YORK and VICTORIOUS as 
they are required for refit.
(3) Ref para, i+ of N.C. X.F's 1051+/9 OPPORTUNE 
next and*then as convenient to N.C.X. F.
(C. in C.H.F. 1511A/10 to Admty (R) N.C.X.F.)

]■ ) .  t o .— ■

Ref. TON 5 Appendix I, request confirmation that 
15th M.S.F. can he retained hy C. in C.H.F. 
whose requirement is urgent.
(D.M.S. 1515A/10 to N.C.X.F.(R) C. in C.H.F.).

Vichy 1 at 0928/8 Vichy convoy 3 Merchant ships one
Convoys. escort possibly "Fantasque" class in position

017.30 N. 016° (?26’) W. 01^° 6, warned hy A/C 
in accordance with A.M. 1927A/j>l para.C.
2 At 1800/8 Vichy convoy ARGONNE, ARCTURWS,o 

MAXIME with one "Elan” escort in 016.1+8 N. 016. 1+6 W. 170
g
3*At 111+9/9 Vichy Convoy 3 merchant ships one escort possibly
’'Fantasque*' Class in 015. 15 N. 017.08 W. 220° 5.
i+. Comment. Convoy in (;>) possibly that in (1) returning to
Dakar(R.A.*W. Af.1321Z/10 to Admty, C. in C.X.F., W.N.T.F. Air H.Qs. 
Gibraltar, S.0. Force Q.).

U g .F. Ref. Annexe 2 outline plan para.;l Expect W.N.T.F
convovs. ships ready to depart for U.S. about as follows.

12th Nov 6 ships. 15th Nov.10 ships. 18th Nov
20 shins, Propose Casablanca and Oran sections b 

not co-ordinated. Request information dates of sailings, 
number of shins and U.S.escort R/V Oran sections. Unless 
otherwise directed will give initial routeing Casablanca section 
subject to diversion by Admty in Eastern Atlantic and by 
C. in C.U.S.Fleet C. and R. in Western.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. l^i+7C/10 to N.C.X.F. (R) 0. in °.U.S.Fleet,C.N.Forces in Europe. C. in C.Atlantic Fleet., Admty).

Or-an Array in Oran appears to be capitulating.
Sign that French Navy also give up but no news 
of Batteries yet. Air R/C show ship sunk m  
Oran Harbour. Salvage steamer probably required. 
(N.C.C.N.T.F.1351Z/10 to N.C.X.F. S.0. Force H 
R A. A. ) .My 1351/10. Reliable army and air information reports 

Oran harbour blocked.(N.C.C.N.T.F. 32+17Z/10 to N.C.X.F., S.0. iorce H).

/Personal..
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Personal from Eisenhower to Anderson for 
General Clark.
Oran Defences collapsing with Navy and shore 
■batteries both apparently surrendering.

I will direct Fredenhall to reorganise rapidly and to he 
ready to assist to eastward with anything he can make available 
on your CILF./ He reports that parachutists at Oran cannot 
move immediately hut we are counting on .sending the two 
British companies now here on through to you tonight. Ack P.M 
had D/(as received).
(AF.C.P.Gib. 1U20/10 to C.G.E.T.F.)

Oran.
Contd.

Situation Abbreviated situation report Med Area West of
2002Z/10. 003° E.1. P.5U 037. U5 N. 000.22 W. on surface by 

night 8 knots approx course 230°.
2. URSULA 037. 53 N. 000. 08 W. on surface by night 8 _ q 
knots through 135° Cape Palas 10 thence approx, course 2j>0
3. Force H to northwards Algiers.
U. Force R probably in vicinity 37.30 N. 02.U5 E.
5. Convoy K M.S. 2 36.20 0^.20 through 36.18 01.02 7.
6. Convoy T.E.2. 35.52 01.28 through ^5.56 00.50 thence 06U
7 . knots.7. AV01#ALE,PUCKERIDGE,036. 30 00.5.00 through 36.j>0 02.11
thence 097° 20. — b '**) 7 _
8. THOMAS STONE in tow WISHART, VELOX d 7.05, 01.U7 E. to 
Aligers U knots.(urc.X.F. 1U21Z/10 to All British S. and As. concerned 
in*Operation"Tdrch" V.A.Malta (excluding ships refitting in U.K 

"Add to my 1U21Z/10 new para (9) Convoy K.M.F.2. passes 
Loheiya 2230Z/10 to 036.15 N. 00U. 33 W. thence 09U 15.(N.C.X.F.I656Z/IO to All British S. and As.concerned in 
Operation "Torch" V.A.Malta (excluding ships refitting in U.K.)

Return TON 7. The early sailing of empty shipping
Convovs. and escorts to westward is most important.

(N.C.X.F. 1U53Z/10 to N.C.E.IT.T.F. , N.C.C.N.T.F. 
0 C AlffXGrs) •TON.7 VICEROY OF INDIA, OTRANTO, SOBIESKI. 

WINCHESTER CASTLE from Algiers 1800/10, 2200 /10 and 0200(?11) 
(U groups missing) routed ;>9, 56, 76t 2 0, 76* 12, 82, 89, 52 
respectively. Unescorted. E.T.A. of all 0600/12.
WINCHESTER CASTLE requires 600 tons of oil fuel 5°0 tons 01
water (N.C.E.N.T.F.91557Z/10 to N.C.C.N.T.F., F.O.C.N. A. 

A.O.C.S.A.F.,N.C.X.F., (R) Cmdre.Algiers Capt.(S) 
A.O.C.Gibraltar).

8.

/RODNEY* .
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RODNEY. Enemy is capitulating in Oran. Hope to
"be at>le to fuel RODNEY in Mers El Kebir 
tomorrow Wednesday but she is no longer 
needed if you wish her to join you or go to 
Gib. at once. Her Services have been of 

inestimable value.
(N.C.C.N.T.F.1U3UZ/10 to S.O.Force H.(R) RODNEY).
N.G.C.N.T.F.reports RODNEY’S services no longer 

required. Propose she returns to Gibraltar to refuel and 
wait until relief for DUKE OF YORK or RENOWN is serviceable 

(S.O.Force H. 1755Z/10 to N. C. X. F.(R) N.C.C.N.T. F. 
RODNEY).
Proceed to Gib.forthwith to fuel? and ?ammunition. 
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1921Z/10 to RODNEY(R) N.G.X.F., N.O.E.N.T.F 
S.O. Force H. R.A.( A) H.F.) .(W.D.Note cancelled* 0628/11) 
RODNEY must join Force H to avoid congestion in Gib. 

harbour.
(N.C.X.F.2530Z/10 to S.O. Force H.(R) N.G.G.N.T.F.
RODNEY).

S/Ms. My 1802/8. If you agree consider relieving
S/Ms would be well disposed off Tunis and 
Bizerta to intercept possible Axis 
reinforcements to French particularly air 
stores.
(N.C.X.F.11+1+2Z/10 to C. in C.Med (R) V.A. 
Malta, Caut.(S) 10th Capt.( s) 8th S.O. Force 
H, N.G.E.N.T. F.).

2 French Subs, which escaped from Algiers 
have been recalled to harbour by ? French. 
(N.C.E.N.T.F. 11+1+8Z/10 to N.G.X. F.).

2 French S/Ms which are at sea have been 
recalled to Algiers. They have been instructed 

to arrive at seaward end of searched channel at 0700Z, 1100Z, 
or 1500Z, on the surface. Date of arrival is not known.
They will indentify themselves to surface vessels by flashing 
C for Charlie,U for Uncle and to A/C by firing a red rocket.

(N.G.E.N.T.F.1U58Z/10 to E.N.T.F. R. A.F.Maison-Blanche).

French 
S/Ms at 
Algiers.

Sail A.B.F.Convoy in accordance with "Torch" 
N.E.21+ at 1700 today.
(N.C.E.N.T.F.15U0Z/10 to KARANJA?(R) TYNWALD, 
SHEFFIELD, STORK, Cdre.Algiers).

Request coasters with 30 days rations for .70,0 
men 30 days supplies for 6,000 natives and 1+0 
days for 2,000*prisoners arriving Arxett as 
soon as possible. Advise E.T.A. Message is 
repetition my 11+59/9.(C*.G.C.T.G.15l+6z/lO to C. in C.Allied Forces 
Gibraltar)•

/Situation..
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Situation 1.Algiers port being opened up with co-operation
Report of French harbour officials and labour. 15 deep
No.6. water berths available. French shipping being

prepared to sail to Gibraltar with agreement of 
owners. No mines discovered.

2.*LEEDST0WN torpedoed off Algiers beached and abandoned. 
h.-iAl COWDRAY disabled by A/C torpedo being towed into Algiers

harbour. XPALOMARES damaged by bomb. *x SPEEDWELL made 11 attacks 
; on U-Boat, which was forced to surface twice but destruction 

not c o n f i r m e d . * " \tt0y ** V "  ■ 
WILTON also attacked anoth&r submarine. '
5.U-Boat attacked convoy T.E.l between Oran and Algiers sinking 
Collier GARLINGE. LORD NUFFIELD of escort subsequently 
reports 1L+2 U-Boati? survivors on board. Lhr̂ . lk<£.Mo - 
i+. BROKE foundered in tow in 57.00 N. 00.1+0 E. 1915/9. 1— —
MARTIN blew up and sank in 37.53 N. 03.57 E. at 0300/10 
presumed due to submarine torpedo.!^ *— ->,3̂ 4..;
5. WESTC0TT claims to have sunk S/M first sighted on surface
in 56.1+0 N. 00.55 W. at 2157/8. } iyto* a 4
6. RODNEY bombarded Fort Santon Oran on 9th‘ and4'10th whilst 
FARNDALE supported east flank of army with gunfire. Stiff 
enemy resistance continued till midday 10th.
7. W.N.T.F. continuing to support army but events at sea 
uneventful.
8. Carriers from Oran returned to Gibraltar on relief by shore 
based fighters. Carriers from Algiers expected to return p.ra. 
10th on relief by shore based fighters. Fighters claim 12 
certain and Naval A.A. 1+ certain shot down during attacks on 
Algiers Bay on 9th.
9. Merchant ships independently routed to Malta not met but no 
news.(N.C.X.F. 1601Z/10 tQ Admty (R) B.A.D. V.A.M. C. in C.Med. 
A.F.H.Q. London, V.A.Gibraltar;.

F.A. A.
A/C in W. 
Med.

Essential with present developments in "Torch'' 
that I should have adequate reserves of F.A. A. 
A/C stores and personnel in Western Lied.
2.Fighter requirements will be signalled on 
return to R.A.A. Following refers is S.R.A/G

only.3.(Corrupt group) have A.S.V. fitted Albacore or 120 A/C on 
North Africa coast and at Gibraltar for local A/S patrol for 
which it is uneconomical to use Catalinas or Hudsons. In 
Eastern Sector these A/C are also required as in Western 
Desert for torpedo striking force, flares Droppers and with
1+. My present minimum requirements for A.S. V. Albacores or 
Swordfish are 2Squadrons 12 in Algiers and to Eastward. One 
Flight 6 at Oran. One Squadron 12 at Gib. All with 
appropriate reserves of A/C 6 and stores.
5. Following action is being taken to meet part of these urgent
reauirements.- 1. 812 Squadron being moved to Oran and Algiers. 
2.853 Squadron being completed as crews can be obtained for use 
at Gib.to stop passage of SAls. 3. 5 Walrus from Fleet being 
disembarked temporarily at Algiers. . . \
6. Request very early arrangement for the despatch (."minimum; 
requirements in para.l+ with full scale reserves. Propose 
DASHER be v.sed as ferry on her return U.K.
(N.C.X.F.1605Z/10 to Admty (R) R.A.A., F.O.C.N.A.).

/Situation__
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N.C. X.F. pass to  C. in  C .A .F . C. in  C .U .S .F lee t 
and C. in  C. A t la n t ic  F le e t .
Heavy f ig h t in g  continues in  northern s e c to r . 
A i r f i e l d  a t ? (L )a u te y  taken and array (?p lan es ) 
(co rru p t group) launched. T ran sfer o f  planes 
to  f i e l d  h e ld  up f o r  reasons not y e t  known.

At c en tra l s e c to r  troops advancing on Casablanca h e ld  by 
a r t i l l e r y  f i r e .  2 d estroyers  s o r t ie d  Casablanca la t e  morning 
and were engaged. A f t e r  sharp engagement both r e t ir e d  under 
cover o f  f i r e  from  F r .B a t t le s h ip  JEAN BART. One appears 
damaged. No damage to  our fo r c e s .  No report o f  operation  
in  southern s ec to r  on 10th Nov. Unloading su pp lies  and 
equipment slowed by la rg e  numbers o f  boat ca su a ltie s  on 
Id 08. oItg s
(N.C.W.N.T.F.1615Z/10 to  N .C .X .F .) .

War D iary .

S itu a tion  
Report as 
o f
1200/ 10.

My 1145 (N .T. in W.R.) bombers no longer 
required.
(S .0 .C .N .T.F.1658Z/10 to  S .0 . Force H .(R ) 
S .0 . 1st A/C C a rr ie r  S q ., N .C .X .F .)

R/C o f  Your 0905Z/10.(Not re c e iv e d ) D a ily  R/Cs o f
Dakar. Dakar have shown l i t t l e  change. French Bat.

3a ; RICHELIEU 3 6 inch  c ru is e rs , 2 la rg e  destroyers
10 S/Ms present 8th  Nov. and are s t i l l  in  

harbour. B e lie v ed  that 23 S/Ms op era tive  on West A fr ic a  
coast bases p a r t ly  Casablanca and p a r t ly  Dakar. No 
in d ica tio n  that any have passed the S tr a its  eastbound since 8th 
Nov.
(N.C.X.F.1709Z/10 to  N .C .W .N .T .F .) .

3. P.R.U . Dakar 0935/10. In com p lete ly  covered . RICHELIEU, 
3 c ru ise rs , 1 destroyer, S/M Parent Ship JULES VERNE seen.
No increase in  merchant sh ipp ing in  part covered .

(R .A .W .A f. 1717Z/10 to  Admty, N .C .X .F . W .N .T .F ., A ir  Hqrs. 
G ib ra lta r , S .0 . Force Q ).

Your 1832Z/llth*convoy w i l l  now R/V in p o s it io n  
037.00 N. 000.40 W. at 0700Z F riday  13th.
(F .O . Inshore Sqdn. 1729Z/11 to  F .0 .G .10 (R )
N .C .X .F . S .0. Force H .)
*(71833/11 in tended , requesting  R/V fu r th e r  w est)

In tend to  assume the t i t l e  o f  S .0. Inshore Sqdn. 
at 0800/1 1 .
(N .C .S.N .T.F.1739Z/10 to  N .C .X .F , Admtv, S.0 
Force H ,C .S.10, E .N .T .F ., N .C .C .N .T .F .) .

/Sm all.
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Small quantity of M.T. and stores remain in 
vessel sailing today Tuesday.
Request these may he unloaded at Gib. if 
possible and sent on in T. E.convoy.
(Gdre.Algiers. 1740Z/10 to N.C.X.F.).

From N.C. X. F. to Patton; Fredenall: 
Anderson, pass to Clark.
Essential to obtain immediate control of all 
important radio stations to prevent hostile 
element using them and to make use of 
them ourselves.
(N.C.X.F.1751Z/10 to W.N.T.F. E.N.T.F. 
G.N.T.F.)•

Situation Report No.2.
(a) Congestion to-day owing to Hatton convoy (2 
corrupt groups). Port (?was) discharging 
satisfactorily
(b) Medium raids dusk and single A/C dawn

c) No change sweep negative.
d) G. D sea transport and balance of naval staff (?landed), 
fj 11 ships M.K.S.2 a.m.12th.
g) Preparation for ?French (?warships) slow.
Cdre Algiers 1800Z/10 to N.G.X.F.).

U.G.F.2. Request you will sail JONQUIL and LOUISBBRG as
necessary to R/V U.G.F.2 in 036.05 N. 010.15 W. 
at 1500Z/12. Convoy steer 072° lj> knots. They 

should then escort tankers BULKOIL and SEAKAY to Gib.routed as 
required by you. , v(N.0.X.F.1801Z/10 to V.A.G.N.A. (R) N. G.W.N.T.F.Escorts 
U.G.F.2).

Algiers
Area.

N.G.G.N.T.F.’s 1420. JAMAICA is anchored in 
191° Arzeu Island Light 18 cables. Would 
suggest AURORA anchors in 145° 859 A Island 
Light 21 cables. Destroyers are to patrol 
to the northward of A/S patrol between following 
positions 036.OO N. 000.30 W and O36.OON 000.00. 
W. intend to remain at defence station during 
night with steam at immediate notice.
(JAMAICA 1816Z/10 to AURORA,FARHDALE, VANSITTART 
CALPE (R) C.N.T.F. RODNEY. )

Convoys KMS.3 and KX .6 were reported by enemy
A/C A.M. today. „ _ _ .(D.D. I.C. 1830A/10 to Escorts to p4S.j>,Escorts to
EX.6. (R) C. in C.W.A. F.O.C.N.A.).

/? Bougie....
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My 1850B part 2 f in a l .  One Bn. and one By. to 
secure and hold S e t if  aerodrome u n t il  a r r iv a l 
o f  (?reseue) fo rce  to  prevent airborne Germans 

se iz in g  aerodrome the Bn group must move as soon as p o ss ib le . 
Report approx. T. o f  A. o f  help party at (?Bone) and Bn group 
at S e t i f .  Rely on you to carry out these moves with utmost 
despatch. A ll  French Garrisons have orders not to  (corrupt 
group) you but none the le s s  take normal precautions.

(F.O. Inshore Squadron 1830/11 to S.N.O.L. Sector D. 
from G /S).N ote.Part one not received  and apparently not 
addressed Admiralty.

War Diar?/-.

? Bougie.

Afternoon R/C. No change expect (A) Taranto 
a.m. add U destroyers p.m. P.R.U. fa i le d  to 
return (B) 3 C ru isers, 1+ destroyers arrived  
Augusta ex NAVARIN. 2 h its  by F.A.A. and 2 by 
UTMOST claimed on them.
(C) B izerta  both  b lock  ships sunk but passage 
remains.
(D) Bone 2 l in e r s ,  6,000 and ii.,000. (E) Tunis, 
no major shipping.
(V.A.M alta. I 836A/IO to N .C .X .F.(R) N.G.E.N.T.F. 
N .O.C.N.T.F.S.O. Force H. F.O.C.N.A. Admty.
G. in C.M ed.).

1. Wind and sea l ig h t  a l l  day. Unloading 
operations have been acce lerated  using 15 
berths and unloading ships at anchor with 
landing c r a ft .
2.  A nticipate s a il in g  M .K .S.l p.m. 11th
3 . Jj. empty L .S .I .  s a i l  ton igh t, more tomorrow. 

k .  "Hatton" and "H ayfield" operation has sa ile d  th is  evening. 
Empty shipping w il l  be returned d ir e c t  to  Fuxford from these 
p orts .
5. T.E.One no action  th is  evening.
6 .  *T ta lian  U-Boat surrendered to LORD NUFFIELD at 11̂ >0 in
235° Gape Caxine 12 (2 corrupt groups) i s  sunk. 55 Ita lia n  
prison ers landed here. This may be S/M (?attacked  by traw ler) 
yesterday. 1 ^0$  ̂ .
7 .  ẐETLAND and DELHI arrived  atfnt/toaay.* v— JL.Zfx 
SCAVENGER in harbour fo r  2k hours with engine d e fe c t . ÂRGUS 
provide^  fig h te r  p ro tection  at"H atton"until n o o n /llth . 
A nticipate both can be (? )  released  12th.''-
9 .Raided (?3  corrupt groups) hight report_*PAL0MARES had 
d ire c t  h it  on number 3 gun. 25 k i l l e d ,  2  ̂ wounded, 11 m issing. 
U .S .transportauHASE missed 2 a e r ia l torpedoes. DEj P0 (? s l ig h t )  
damage (? to  l i fe b o a ts )  (corrupt group) by near m isses. Suspect 
a e r ia l torpedoes in th is  ra id . * bp 3*3  ^ ,
( 2j> groups m issed). ' /  /
X* />/> * U-to

Situation
1630/ 10.
November.

/A t . . . .
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Q-peratlon llTorchl, - Gontd.
At (Group missed) 30 negative result of sweep 
today (ll)#PALOMARES under repair by local 
labour possibly seaworthy in k or 5 days. 
Remaining armament serviceable but ship under 
manned.MALCOLM alongside for repairs.

Probably fit for (?) return to convoy escort in 36 hours. 
**LEEDST07/N salvage possibilities not yet investigated. XCOWDRAY 

beached at Port Antonio 1757 (?) 9th abandoned salvage later 
(12). Everything going very well with every co-operation from 
the French.

Situation
1630/ 10.
Gontd.

(N.C.E.N.T.F. 1852Z/10 to N.C.X.F. ) .* ̂ S f * , * * * ,  .★ * p>f>. * * -0 3

Pass to Commanders Eastern and Centre Task 
Forces. (?Re) (corrupt group) plan Y.
Available landing craft tank for Oran can be sail 
ad with T.E.3 to arrive Algiers 1 3th Nov.
Request immediate report whether these are 
required by Cdr.General E.N.T.F.
(N.C.X.F.1856A/10 to N.C.E.N.T.F.(R) N.C.C.N.T.F)

Air Activity. T. C.A.O. 11. Full A/S air escort 11th. All 
dawn to dusk. Force "H" 1 CKMF 2 1 CKM.S.2. 
Algiers Section 1 C.
Oran Section 1 H.T.E 2 1 C.T.E j>.l H.
A/S air patrol Algiers Sector 1 C Oran Sector 
1 Swordfish. A/S air searches 8 H A.M and 
and P.M. areas W.K and W. A.
(N.C.X.F.192UZ/10 to All British S. and As. 
concerned in Operation ''Torch" V.A.Malta 
(excluding ships refitting in U.K. and E.N.T.F.).

My 1830Z/9th. Intend same patrol 11th l(one) Beaufighter 
will carry out R/C in your vicinity about 0900Z.

(N.C.X.F 1928Z/10 to C.W.N.T.F. (R) W.N.T. F.)
AC.U07 lO/ll Programme for 11th Nov.

Catalina as S Escort from dawn to dusk of C/Vs K.M.F.Z-’9_
M.F.A. Z - Force HHH-UGFZ-TE 2 Hudson A/S Escort to T E ; 
dawn to dusk Catalina as S protection Beaches AAA BBB CCC 
Casablanca dawn to dusk Catalina as S protection Beaches 
AAA BBB CC Algiers Hudsons A/S escort K M S 0 Z Dawn to Dusk 
Mosquito Photo Recco Toulon 5 Hudsons A/S patrols HP 2 If 6 8 
10 1200-1850 AAA Spitfire Photo Recco Phillippeville and

B°ne* SSS(Gibraltar 1950Z/10 to H.Q.C.C. RRR A.L.O.Admty).
Opsum for 2if. hours ended 1800/10.

1. A/S escorts 1 Catalina to Force_H, 1 Catalina to_TH0MAS 
STONE 25 hours 3 Hudsons to KMF 2 3 Hudsons to TF2 jo hours 1 
Swordfish to KX5 1 hour 30 mins. 1 Sunderland to KMS2 10 
hours A/S patrols 1 Catalina A/S crossover 1 Catalina off 
Casablanca. 1 Catalina off Algiers 31 hours j>0 mins 9 Hudsons 
off Oran 1 Hudson crashed off Oran some of crew seen to oe 
■nicked up by boat k5 hrs 05 mins. 12 Hudsons to east 7° hours 
1 Beaufighter recce to Casablanca 5 nouns 30 mins 1 Hudsons 
Met.Flight to west 9 hours 2 operational sorties cancelled 
owing weather U-Boat sightings and attacks - Hudson U/608 
at 1303 hours NSBG P 5810 course 090/5 knots no attack

/Catalina..♦
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Catalina (^210 at 1012 hours LBJB 5550 course 
090/8. Attacked 1 Hudson to Algiers 25 American 
Spitfires to Oran 7 Hurricanes to Algiers 6 
Swordfish to Algiers 6 Operational sorties 
hy fighter aircraft.
2.At 0956 1+ Spitfires airborne to intercept 

1 JU.88 from HE no interception engaged hy AA at lp,000
feet no bombs, , „ ^  Ajn .
5.1 Spitfire photo R/C Phillippeville landed North Africa 1 
Mosquito photo R/C Toulon U hrs 50 mins. Unsuccessful due
weather. . _
U.Transit A/C in from_U.K. 57 C.U7,.2 Catalinas, 1 Bisley, 
k Portresses to U.K. p Hudsons 1 Whitley.
(H.Q.R.A.F.Gib. 2500Z/10 to Air Min. H.Q.C.C.(R) A.H.Q.Malta, 
H.Q.R.A.P.M.E. A.H.Q. W.A. A.L.O. Admty).

Air
Activity
Contd.

A. 21+7 10th Nov. Secret.
P.R.U.Gib. WI 10th Nov. Gib G15 7th Nov. Sortie 
G.25U 101+5 hrs 10th Nov shows Formentera and 
Ibiza. One medium M/V and small craft present 
at Ibiza.
(P.R.U. SSS 2050A/10 to Admty AAA H.Q.C.C.Benson, 
Pass Medmenham.).

Oiling completed?
WRESTLER in comuany My P.G. and S. (?pl ) Op N. 
001.18 E. 105° 15.
Intend patrolling between positions:- _ __
V. O56.5O N. 002.21+ E and W. 057. 00 N. OOp.OO E
until receipt R/V. „ .. n\( ?VANOC 20U5Z/10 to C. S.10 (R) S.O. j?orce H.N.C,
"e .n .t .p . n .c .x .p .)•

NIEUW
ZEELAND.

TON 7 NIEUW ZEELAND from Z Beach 2000 routed 
k6.50 E.T.A Gibraltar 1500Z/11.
CN.C.C.N.T.P.2107Z/10 to N.C.X.P.(R) N.C.E.N.T.P, 
Capt.(S) 8. V.A.Gibraltar. A.0.C.Gibraltar.)

U/B
attacked by 

-^VANOC.

Have attacked R. D. P. contact followed by A/S 
contact in 056.59 N. 001.p7 E. contact not re
gained after attack searching vicinity with

A-V* (VANOC 2212Z/10 to C. S.10 (R) S.O. Jorce H.N.C. 
E.N.T.F. N.C. X.P. P.O.C.N.A.).

My 2212 not to SCYLLA. Have abandoned fruitless search. 
Am proceeding to join Force 0 Ref. SOYLU's 2027 expect to t>e
in position C. 01+00 Z course 75 15 knots. tj n E N T P“ (VANOC 2555Z/10 toC.S. 10.(R) S.O. Force H. N.C.a .N.T.Jj. 

N.C.X.P., P.O.C.N.A. SCYLLA.).

/ K .166.•.
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K.166. TGAO 14. British and American twin and 
multi engine A/C of type stated and in addition 
C.47 are now operating in Western Med. 
Particular attention is required to recognition. 
Oases reported of firing on (?types) on A/S 
patrol.
(N.C.X.F.2118Z/10 to All British Ships and 
authorities concerned in Operation ’‘Torch” V.A. 
Malta.)

One unknown vessel in KTPB 1716 (indecypherable) 
(SCYLLA 2220Z/10 to N.O.E.N.T.F.(R) S.O. Force H 
N.O.X.F., O.S.IO)

(2 groups missing). Remain in vicinity until 
you are satisfied you can do no more then 
rejoin me. Force 0 will pass through position 
A. 037. 20 N. 003. 25 E. B. 037. 20 N. 004.40 E. 
0. 020° Gape Carbon 10 miles at 0500 Wed.
GLARE join me before 0500.^WRESTLER and*VANOC 
join as soon as possible a.m./tomorrow Wednesday. 
(SCYLLA ? T.0.0./10 to (Group missed) (R) S.O. 
E.N.T.F. G. S.10. WRESTLER, VANOC).

1 No S/M is to be attacked unless its hostile 
identity is established beyond reasonable 
doubt.

2. S/Ms are not mutually to establish identity by flashing 
recognition signals. If in pursuit of enemy and another S/M
is sighted which is not definitely identified as enemy it is to 
be watched and course adjusted to draw clear. If not in pursuit 
of enemy the S/M making the sighting is to dive and use super 
sonic telegraphy to endeavour to establish identity.
3. Italy bound merchant ships are not to be attacked. Salvoes 
are limited to 4 torpedoes except attack on battleships.
4.S/Ms on patrol lines should conmunicate and exchange positions

Situation report period 1200-20jj0Z/10.
GHENRAYGO launched 43 planes all for Lyautey. 
While landing ground is in French hands general 
situation that Sector vague and uncertain._ Naval 
A/C sustained relatively light losses. Still 
effective. Has control of air at present.

Leading element centre force outskirts Casablanca. Have not

Following orders apply to S/Ms operating east of 
008° E.

Orders to
S/Ms.

by super sonic telegraphy one*daily.
(Capt.S.10. 2233A/10 to P.45, P.48 P.221 (R) N.G.X. F. S/Ms on
patrol) •

taken city

/over..
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Operation "Torch" - Contd.
over Rebia river. Bridges over Rebia are 
defended apparently lightly. Preparations 
now Being made for co-ordinated attack on 
Casablanca 11th Nov. N.C.X.F. pass to C. in C. 
A.F., Cominch, C. in C.Lant. 
(N.C.W.N.T.F.2243Z/10 to N.C.X.F).

K.M.S.2. Request personnel ships maybe sent 
into Mers El Kebir together with portion of 
escort to patrol entrance, and M.T.Ships with 
remainder of escorts into Arzeu.
(N.C.C.N.T.F.2256Z/10 to Escorts of Convoy K.M.S. 
2.(R) N.C.X.F.).

Force Q expects to arrive at 07:>0Z/ll. Fuel 
required,cruisers 3800 tons, destroyers 750 tons. 
Request removal of prisoners from ORIBI.

. ORIBI1s 2352 of 1st Nov. refers. Acknowledge. 
j (S.O. Force Q. 2303A/10 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) N.C.X. 5)

P.R.U. Dakar p.m. 10th. Complete cover. No chaige 
Naval Units. 2 or 3 additional merchant ships 
nresent.
tR.A.W.Af. 2305Z/10 to Admty, N.C.X.F. W.N.T.F. 
Air H.Q. Gibraltar).

Main engine (?defective) proceeding to 
destination (corrupt group).
(AVENGER 2326Z/10 to N.C.S.N.T.F.(R) F.0.10th 
C.S.).

Request information as to BLACKFISH patrol. 
T.B.R. is in force for 20 mile radius from 
Dakar but I have no knowledge of time or 
route for leaving patrol.
(.R.A.V/.Af. 2337Z/10 to N.C.X.F.(R) W.N.T.F.).

IBIS was hit by A/C torpedoes at ?1910 in 10 
miles North of Algiers and capsized almost 
immediately. After dark I picked up 6 officers 
and 96 ratings including Captain who has since 
died. Request survivors be landed at 1st 
opportunity. IBIS was keel awash when I left 
on arrival of CLARE.
(?SCYLLA 2359Z/10 to N.C.E.N.T.F(R) 10 C.S.).
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C.F. 7.

AUBRSTIA.
A

North Atlantic.
My 1734Z/8th. Pass through 037° 12' N. 026°
52’ W. at 0600Z/llth so as to R/V 0.F.7 in 036‘ 
(? 31') (alternative 35’) N. 026° 40’ W. at 
0900Z/llth.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0114Z/10 to DUNCAN, ANTHONY.)

Convoy not met. My E.T.A. Gibraltar 1115A/10th. 
(AUBKETIA, 0700A/10 to F.O.C.N.A., (r ) GLAISDALE, 
Capt.4 D. 13.) u*-t. ** ^ ijr.a.. 3^

Your 1012Z/9th. Present position 036° 040’ N, 
011° 34' W. course 040° speed 2? knots. Wind 
N.N.E. 3 sea and swell 3 barometer 30 30. 
ALASKA reports no trouble. Consider SILVER- 

, , „ / WILLOW list increasing and settling slowly by
r V head. No crew on board.

(LEYLAND, 0830A/10 to F.O.C.N.A., (r ) JAUNTY, Admty.)

LEYLAND, 
ALASKA, 
SILVERWILLOW.

#

SCOTTISH,
A/C. Following has been read. 1 aircraft bearing 

360° distant 2 miles course unknown. My 
position 240° 37° N. 3° E. 24.
(SCOTTISH, 0836/10 to Gib. W/T.)

U/B. Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M in 
36.35 N. 01.10 W. sighted on surface and observed 
to submerge.
(A/C using call sign WD3G, 1003/10.)

NAGPORE 
(torpedoed 
28th October)

19 survivors from NAGPORE which was apparently 
torpedoed about 500 miles West of Gibraltar on 
Oct. 28th arrived Nov. 10th at Puerto Orotava 
Tenerife. Further report follows.
(Consul, Tenerife, 1115/10 to Admty., (r ) F.O. 
Gibraltar.)

Situation (1) U.S. S/Ms SHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB on
2002A/10th. patrol line 283° Cape Simieatre 420, 60, 100

Gaspe 140 miles.
(2) NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW, OFFA, ORIBI 

36.13 08.30 to Gibraltar 15. k
(3) Spanish Training Ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO‘cruising ” ' 
in area between Canary Islands and point 36.01 30.02.
(4) K.M. (F?) . 2 PELICAN//-ESCAPADE, 3 sloops, 2 cutters 35.50 06.20 
through Straits of Gibraltar 11^.
(5) Hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE 36.22 08.15 to Gibraltar 15^.
(6) VINDICTIVE, HECLA, VENOMOUS,•/MARNE 31.45 15.47 through
32.28 14.34 thence 43, 12^.  ̂ o

/(?) • • •
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Situation 
2002A/l0th 
(Contd.)

(7) JAUNTY,*LEYLAND, 1 merchant ship 07.37 
03.11 15.43, 2*.
(8) U.G.F. 2 appr _ _ _ trough 33.50
18.30 at llOOA/llth thence 79°, 14.
(9) SNOWDROP, 1 merchant ship 33.30 18.20 312,
8-j.

(10) T.F.1 leaves Gibraltar lOOOA/llth through 315° Cape 
Spartel 5 miles thence 259°, 7.
(N.O.I.C. Gibraltar, 11172/10 to A.I.G. 63.)

(2) Oran section consists of (?) GUARDIAN, LOCHEE, ALPERO, 
META, RI&RDY^ JOHNSON, to part company in position 2 to 
destination escort Oran Section. N.C.C.N.T.F. is requested 
to arrange for escort to meet at 2.
(3) Algiers section consists of AKABAHRA, MEROPE, AURORA, 
BJORKHAUG, BERTO, ORPHEUS, OCEAIfJOAST, EVIVYA, JADE, RON AN, 
Motor Minesweepers 133, 13, 21, 33. Escort Algiers section

# AUBRETIA, STARWORT, POPPY, DIANELLA, LOTUS.
(4) ''Convoy is to adjust speed as necessary to arrive Oran 
and Algiers before dark.
(5} A.O.C, Gibraltar is requested to arrange A/S air patrols. 
(6) N.C.C.N.T.F. and N.C.E.N.T.F. pass to F.O. in C. Oran, 
and Cdre. Algiers.
(N.C.X.F. , 1203Z/10 to F.O.C.N.A. , (r ) N.C.C.N.T.F., E.N.T.F. 
S.O. Force H, Capt. (S) 8, A.O.C. Gib., C.O.M.F.)

■# 5 i y- u
U/B sunk. My position 036° 52’ N. 002° 50’ E. course 080
Em o . IJ/ulni-pu) 8 knots. 1 Have 48 U-Boat survivors on board,

ocean going tug to Malta at first convenient 
opportunity. T.0.0. 2216/5. (Ends).
2. When situation permits request you will 
provide one of Assurance class from Gibraltar. 
(D.T.D. Approved A.C.N.S.(F), 1615A/10 to 
N.C.X.F. )

five miles north of route SS Gibraltar TON 4, appendix 3, S. of 
A. 115 miles a day.
(2) STURGEON leaves Gibraltar 1700/10th on the surface 10 knots 
keeping 10 miles north of route SS dives by day on 11th.
(3) P.228 north of Majorca proceeding Toulon.

T.E. 3 V.A. Gibraltar is requested to sail convoy 
T.E.3 at 0800Z on Nov. 11th routed through 
position (?24).2 34.39, 100°.

4* o3 t *> oC,
7 seriously injured. Request immediate 
assistance.
(LORD NUFFIELD, 1245/10 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Tug for 
Malta.

Following received from V.A. Malta (begins) - 
Request consideration be given to sending an

S/Ms,
dispositions

Submarine situation in Western Mediterranean at 
2000Z/I0th.
(1) P.54, 37.45 N. 00.22 W. URSULA 37.53 N. 
00.08 W. both diving by day to Gibraltar keeping

/(4 ) ...
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(Contd.)

North Atlantic.-., ̂ 7?.
(4) P.51 and P.222 off Toulon.
(5) P.217, 38.37 N. 04.40 E. on the surface 
11 knots through 38.01 N. 04.40 E. 37.01 N. 
03.25 E. to arrive Algiers 0900/llth. 
(N.C.X.F., 1636Z/10 to S. &  A. in Area G.)

MQM Messages. Summary affecting Gibraltar. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1904Z/10.)
See Lion Copy.

*SILVERWILLOW 
neglect of 
C . Bs.

1— - />.// //

SS. SILVERWILLOW found abandoned by COWSLIP on 
31st Oct. in 34.22 N. 17.16 W. All Confidential 
Books negligently left on board.
(2} Believe survivors in*SS. KELANTAN.
(3) Report by air mail.
(V.A.C.N.A., 1943Z/10 to Admty.) _

Iaa—V * %  ft t u>t. A  - 
4 y  i7/t*fAtifA

KHYBER. Onward route from Ponta Delgada to position (a ) 
038° N. 026° W. (B) 030° N. 024° W. (C) 020° 
N. 020° W. thence as routed by R.A.W.A.F. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 2359Z/10 to R.A.W.A.F., KHYBER,
(R) Admty.) Amended by 1203/11, q,.v.

MARCUS 
WHITMAN 

(torpedoed 
9th Nov.)

South Atlantic.
From Lands End Radio intercept 2326 G.M.T. 500 
k/cs. MARCUS WHITMAN torpedoed 6.05 S. 32.41 W. 
2315/9. Broadcast by Valentia Radio.
0027/10. T.O.R. 0034/10.
(C. in C. Plymouth, No T.0.0./10 to Admty.,
Reed. 0042/10.)

Following received from Port Patrick Radio intercept at 2357 
G.M.T. de Sierra Leona Radio, SSS8 de GRZR (undecypherable) 
6.05 S. 33.45 W. torpedoed 2315/9.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 0107A/10 to Adinty.)
Note:- Different longitude.

DESPATCH,
DIOMEDE.

Your 1433/9, affirmative (Employment of DESPATCH 
and DIOMEDE in Freetown area.)
(C.T.F.23, 0035/10 to C. in C. S.A.)
See also B.A.D. 0201/10 - America and West Indies

P U - 3L V”

/

/Dakar ...
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WARNING; This is  an unperaphrased version o f a secret cypher or confident'* 
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential ty 
communicate it  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

MOST SECRET IN
il E S SI G E 1904Z/10/NOVember.

From F.O.C.N.A. Date 10.11.42.

Reed. 2335.
NAVAL CODE K .l. by T/Po

Jz i+ f a i  l+ / /Addressed Force 

TjdPORTAIPT.
Following is  a summary o f 0 Messages

affecting Gibraltar , , o r  pa ■f'pnro('■  ) pass '',tst of position P. 254 d e c .  b.5 cableo iron
Goutnllolebear narked by buoy showing unreliable 
flashing white light.

CO) Obstruction peiA/euri iiunuer c, u u u y G  h phth 
also between number / ouoy. ana uOuJi ,-Cj.e^n B ea 
w il l  be reraoveu io r  your untry ■« -yo’.TiE
(E) Oestroyers berth 2 on .ust -idy ,0-'- ^nkwx x
at 36 berth bows north 1 on best sioo oi u Jikoi n 
A'SOLFO at 35 berth bows South.

1904Z/10.

Advance copy sent D.O. Pa0.0, (F ) 0 .0 .1.o.
T r
V © O N  °O i
A.C.N.3. (F) (2) 
1.0.N.S. (T)
N. A. 1st S.L. 
Cant. Pirn
O. O.Pc /T’
A 0 . 0 ..... mm

0 . O f  p .  (2
O. of P (Q)
P. N.I. (4) .
0 .0 .I.C , (3)
O.C„ (2)
0. A/S J.
Hd. oi M« , . 
Admiral Blake (2) 
Admiral }h

Hydrog. (2) 
0. oi N. 
C .C .R .T .

GJ.
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South Atlantic - Contd.
N.O.I.C. Bathurst Gam. reports that Dakar has 
heen endeavouring to establish W/T communication 
with Casablanca and Agadir on 500 k/cs without 
success. Dakar now listened for again on 45 
metres.
(R.A.W.A., 01052/10 to Admty., (r ) N.C.X.F. )

Following passed to Admty, by C. in C. Nore. 
Addressed Admiral Chatham, F.O.I.C. Dover:- 
Intercept 0224 G.M.T. 500 k/cs de ZSC (Slangkop 
W/T) S S S S G D I  submarine sighted 34.28 S. 
29.11 E. G.M.T. 0222.

(N. Foreland Radio, 0324A/10,)
Following received from Port Patrick Radio. Intercept at 

0224 G.M.T. de Slangkop Radio. SSSS de BNJZ (K.G. MELDAHL) 
submarine sighted 34.38 S. 29.11 E. at 0150 G.M.T./10th Nov. 
T.O.R. 0212. Port Patrick Radio 0324/10.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 0333A/10 to Admty.)
Following has been read. BNJZ (K.G. MELDAHL) 34.59 S. 

29.45 E. torpedoed.
(Simonstown w/t , 1123Z/10.)

Dakar, W/T 
with
Casablanca,
Agadir.

U/B,
K.G. MELDAHL.

P. 552. (1) To sail P.552 at 1600Z/10th Nov. for
n-iv Simonstown. Route.

' ' 1 A. 007° 30' N. 014° 30' W. B. 000° 00* N.
008° 48’ W. C. 002° 00' S. 002° 00* W. D. 028° 20’ S.
012° 00’ E. S. of A. 9 knots. Request you will pass onward
route.
(2) S.Ps held.
(3) P.552 reads Rugby broadcast, shift from group F.T. to 
broadest (?S) L at 0800Z/18th Nov.
(R.A.W.A., 0800Z/10 to C. in C. S.A.)

Your 0800/l0th Nov. Onward route through E. 031° 00' S. 
015° 00* E. F. 033° 12’30” S. 017° 37' E. thence by searched 
channel to Simonstown.
2. P.552 will be met by surface escort in position E.
3. R.A.W.A. pass to P.552.

(C. in C. S.A. , 2319C/10 to R.A.W.A.)

Movements. Arrival 10th, EF.S. COMMANDANT DE(?T)R0YAT,
FANDANGO, KELT.
(R.N.O. Lagos, 0831Z/10 to Admty.)

Arrival 9th departure 10th U.S. Destroyer WINSLOW. 
(R.O. Para, 1127/10 to Admty.)
Arrival 10th November MILFORD, (? MORRIS DANCE), M.Ls.

251, 281.
(N.O.I.C. Takoradi, 1716Z/10 to Admty.)
U.S.*Sloop HUMBOLDT arrived and left the same day 8th 

Nov. Arrival 10th British Cable Ship CAMBRIA.
(R.O. Pernambuco, 2011Z/10 to Admty.)

l . * - * -  /  t u )  »

W.S. 23B, Convoy Yf.S.23B and C..M.34 sailed 9th Nov. for
C.M. 24, Bombay. E.T.A. 23rd Nov. Personnel on board.
W.S. 23A. CAPETOWN CASTLE, EMPRESS OF RUSSIA, DILWARA,

(2) M.T. Ship SILVERSANDAL for Karachi E.T.A.
24th Nov. No personnel.
(D.S.T.O. Durban, 1047c/l0 to S.S.T.O. Bombay.)

/Convoy ...
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W.S. 23B, Convoy W.S.23A sailed 9th Nov. for Aden, E.T.A.
C.M. 24, 21st Nov. Personnel on board HIGHLAND MONARCH,
W.S. 23A. KINA II.
(Contd.) (D.S.T.O. Durban, 1049Z/10 to D.S.T.O. Aden.)

W.S. 24 
U/B.

Incomplete D/F bearings on 10827 k/cs at 0929Z 
suggest W.S.24 may have been reported. 
(D.D.I.C., 1137A/10 to Escorts W.S.24.)

EMPIRE ZEAL U.S. Destroyer WINSLOW put in yesterday 9th

torpedoes from S/M. Master, Chief Radio Officer and one fireman 
(Greek) are missing.
All C.Bs and papers thrown overboard by first officer and 2nd 
radio officer. WINSLOW picked up survivors in 2 boats about 
1000 G.M.T./4th Nov. and C.O. considers, from (? answers) given 
by 1st Officer and others, that S/M was undoubtedly Italian. 
WINSLOW proceeding today 10th with survivors on board for Port

Dispositions. BURDOCK, ARRAN, M.L. escorting off Bathurst to

19.06, 106°, ll£.
TURCOMAN, 3 M.Ls escorting 09.20 19.01 286°, 7 at (?03)57z/10th. 
ST. ZENO, 3 trawlers with convoy about 09.15 21.10 through 
08.30 19.30 to Freetown 9.
P.614 about 08.38 13.57 to Freetown, 8^.

(R.A.W.A. , 1155Z/10 to A.I.G. 149.)
P.552 about 08.10 13.50 to 07.30 14.30 thence 143°, 9.*-**/=> 

CORINTHIAN, F. S. COMMANDANT DROGOU escorting 04.45 11.14 to
03.01 7.59 thence 077°, 10£. 'f
QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ROTHERHAM,"*ILEX, with W.S.24 01.55 28.05 to
01.02 27.45 thence 192° 12^ at, 200lZ/10th. *
DESPATCH 01.(?10) 25.35 to join W.S.24. V ĵ Ju T
FANDANGO, KELT escorting from Foreados to Lagos. h
BENGALI, ST. WISTAN, 3 M.Ls escorting 05.20 01.50 E. to Lagos7£.
TAMARISK escorting (corrupt) 4.30 S. to Lagos 8g.
DRAGON from Pointe Noire to DualaJ*KELLY, AMARANTHUS 7.25 
19.20 to 7.10 20.01 thence 126° 12£.

(R.A.W.A., 1217Z/10 to A.I.G. 150. S,

(sunk 2nd 
November.)

Nov. with 49 survivors from British ship EMPIRE 
ZEAL. Ship on passage from Durban to Trinidad 
was attacked at 0700 G.M.T. 2nd Nov. in 000°
30’ S. 030° 45’ V/. and sunk by gunfire and 3

of Spain
(B.R.L.O. and r '.O. P

Freetown 8.
-^HOLCOMBE, SOUTHERN PRIDE escorting 10.(?15)

3i'3
-^HOLCOMBE
TAMAROA.

Admty. 2247A/8 (2247/8/10 intended?). Intend 
HOLCOMBE to escort TAMAROA to Takoradi and Lagos
proceeding thence to Cape. 
(R.A.W.A., 1241Z/10 to Admty.)

/Vichy • • •
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(l) At 0928/8th Vichy's 3 merchant ships one 
escort possibly Fantasque class in 017° 50' N. 
016° (?26') W. 013° 6 warned by A/C in accord
ance with A.M. 1927A/31st para. G.

(2) At 1800/8th Vichy convoy ARGONNE, ARCTURAS, SAINT (7MIANIME) 
with one ELAN escort in 016° 48' N. 016° 46' W. 170°, 8.
(3) At 1149/9th Vichy convoy 3 merchant ships one escort 
possibly Fantasque class in 015° 15' N. 017® 08' W. 220° 5.
(4) Comment. Convoy in (3) possibly that in (1) returning 
to Dakar.
(R.A.W.A., 1321Z/10 to Admty., W.N.T.F., Air H.Q. Gibraltar, 
N.C.X.F., S.O. Force Q.)

OUED GROU OUED GROU, Agent ftlder Dempster, torpedoed
(torpedoed 0800z/4th 004° 33' N. 004° 49' E. 1 torpedo 
4th Nov.) struck ship abreast starboard 2 hold. Nothing

seen beforehand, ship sank in less than 10 
minutes. S/M approached boat, spoke to 

survivors, appeared quite new, about 100 feet long, 500 tons 
displacement, painted light grey, no flag, likeness of Virgin 
Mary painted on ship's side. Comdr. appeared German, crew 
apparently Italian, armament one gun resembling 6 pounder and 
one resembled 12 pounder high angle. 5 of crew lost, all 
African, names follow. C.Books reported sank with ship. 
Wireless message not sent.
(R.Q. Port Harcourt, 1335Z/10 to Admty.)

Vichy
Convoy.

PHOEBE Ref. PHOEBE 1531/9th addressed R.A. W.Africa.
1— - As there may be considerable difficulty in

providing freighterage for turret from Pointe 
Noire and suitable escort for PHOEBE to U.S.A. suggest it wouls 
be preferable for hull's repair to be progressed at the Cape and 
for ship then to return Pointe Noire to re-embark turret before 
proceeding to refitting port.
(R.A.W.A., 1425Z/10 to C. in C. S.A., CARP, PHOEBE, Admty., 
EGLANTINE.)
Reply: C. in C. S.A. 1717/11
See also Admty. 1622/10, America ana West Indies.

W.S. 24, U-Boats are believed to have reported convoy
U/Bs. W.S.24 on 10510 k/cs at 1420Z/7th, at 1533Z/9th

at 1546Z/9th, and at 1728z/9th and on 10827 k/cs 
at 0829Z/I0th Nov. The only A/S escorts are ILEX 
and ROT HER HAM. •— (ill
(R.A.W.A. , 1608Z/10 to Comsolantfor, "(r ) Escort 
W.S.24, Adraty.)

ILEX, Admty. have informed me that ILEX is required
W.S. 24. to provide cover to convoy W.S.24 at Bahia and

to join escort from Bahia toward the Cape, 
returning to refuel at Brazilian port at prudent 

limit of endurance. Request information to which port ILEX 
should proceed. After refuelling, Admty. wish ILEX to (?return 
to) Freetown with moderate despatch. Suggest she be used as 
escort if required.
(R.A.W.A., 1627Z/10 to Comsolantfor, (r ) Admty., C. in C. S.A 
ILEX, B.A.D., Escort W.S.24.) '

/Suspicious ...
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Suspicious Your 1703Z/9. MONTE NARANCO arrived Las Palraas 
Spanish on 9th Nov. and could not have been ship sighted
Ship. on 7th Nov. which might have been MONTE NAVAJO

which sailed from Monte Video on 14th Oct. 
(D.D.I.C., 1730A/10 to R.A.W.A.)

NELEUS, 
EMPIRE KEATS.

WEST HUMEAW, 
BENALDER 
(torpedoed 
8th Nov.)

Expected sailing NELEUS, EMPIRE KEATS escorted 
by^BURDOCK.*ARRAN and M.L.287 0800Z/llth routed 
through (A) 013° 10’ N. Oil" 30’ W. (B) 011°
30’ N. (017°(?)) 30’ W. (C) 010° 30’ N. 016°
40* W. S. of A. 10 knots. E.T.A. Freetown 
a.m. 13th Nov.
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst, 1758Z/10 to R.A.W.A., (R) 
Admt,y,) * j, .*,£
My 1629Z/9th (1620/9 intended). Survivors SS. 
WEST HUNHAW landed Takoradi. Confirmed no 
casualties this vessel. SS. BENALDER arrived 
Takoradi. 7 killed and buried at sea. 5 minor 
casualties. Names of killed.
BENALDER torpedoed in stern, machinery immobilis 
(N.C.S.O. Takoradi, 1845Z/10 to Admty.)

PLAUDIT 
(sunk 8th 
November)

PLAUDIT (Panama) torpedoed and (? sunk) 2000 
G.M.T. 8th Nov. in 036° 00' S. 026° 32' E.
Total crew 49 and 1 passenger. Survivors 47 
landed Port Elizabeth. Master reports he threw 
all books overboard in weighted bag.
(N.O.I.C. Port Elizabeth, 2044Z/10 to Admty.,
C. in C. S.A.)

P. 552. Departure 10th Nov. S/M P.552, Q.G.A.112.
fsfr.i+tt* *<*/r(S.O. (I) Freetown, 2055Z/10 to Admty., C. in C. 

S.A. )

Shipping,
Keta.

Colonial Office wishes to obtain permission for 
one vessel per month to embark produce at Keta, 
loading time four or five days.
It is understood that local production cannot be 
lifted by any other means.
Request your remarks.
(D.T.D. 2134A/10 to R.A.W.A.)
No objection.
(R.A.W.A., 1649Z/12.)
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Enemy P.C. and S. of 3 unknown vessels 34.40 N.
Units. 20.31 E. 190° 10 knots.

(A/C C/S W5 AC 0005/10 to 201 Group.)
P.G. and S., 7 ships 37.10 N. 17.42 E. course 
300° 25 knots.
(A/C Call Sign S I K Duty B. 0030A/10 to Air 
H.Q. Malta.)

P.C. and S. of 5 enemy 37.21 N. 17.30 E. ?90° 2 Maryland 
fighters in vicinity.

(A/C Call Sign S I K duty B. SYKO by W/T 0115/10 to 
Air H.Q. Malta.)
P.C. and S. of 5 enemy vessels 37.03 N. 17.18 E. (2?)

90° 20.
(A/C Call Sign SI KB 0215/10 to Air H.Q. Malta.)
P.C. and S. of 2 cruisers and 3 destroyers 37.20 N. 17.30 E. 280° 30 knots.
(A/C call sign S I K Duty Z 0350/10 to Air H.Q. Malta.)

UNA,
UTMOST.

My 2307A/9th. Amend submarine positions to 
read as follows. UNA 112° Cape Santa Croce 

 ̂.. jl 3 -2, ? miles, UTMOST 117° Cape Santa Croce 13 miles.
r ( / (Capt. S.10 0025A/10 to UNA, UTMOST.)

C0ETL0G0N Departure 7th Seti.
(French) (Barcelona 0055/10 to Admty.)

A/C attack, Have attacked 6 enemy units with torpedoes.
1 hit. Result of attack, 1 hit observed. Position

37.54 N. 17.10 E. Course 290°, speed 20 knots. 
(A/C C/S V6N Duty P. 0230A/10 to Call sign CQ (?))

Movements. 9th Nov. T.L.C. 138, T.L.C.115, SOUTHERN MAID.
Departure 9th Nov. M.L. 350, 355, 357. 
SOUTHERN MAID T.L.C.3, 104, 108, 139, 149. 
M.T.B. 307, 309, 311, 313.
(S.0̂ ,1.) Alexandria 0929/10 to Admty., C. in C. 
Med.)

Mersa Situation at Mersa Matruh up to 204l/8th Nov.
Matruh. No coal. All fresh water supplies contaminated.

No enemy demolition or blocking. British 
demolition still fouling berths. Can berth 

2 ships at anchor maximum 17^ feet. 4 enemy 120/50 m.m. coast 
defence guns apparently intact with little airmunition; anti
aircraft guns not yet arrived. Unloading of storeship expected 
to commence 0600/llth Nov.
(S.0.(l.) Med. 0952/10 to Admty. for D.N.I.)

/NEREUS ...
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NEREUS. If you do not intend running on surface during 

daylight on 12th and are unable to arrive Beirut 
dawn Nov. 13th you should adjust your speed to 
arrive dawn 14th reporting accordingly.
(Capt. S.l 1045B/10 to NEREUS (r ) C. in 0. Med.)

S/M Patrol 
Line.

11

Patrol line is established 315 from Capt. St. 
Vito. Lettered positions 10 miles apart are 
now filled as follows
F. P.44. G. P.211. H. P.212. J. P.247. K is 
vacant. F is 3 miles from Cape St. Vito.

Intend to relieve submarines and fill positions (? as follows)
K. P.221, G. P.45. H. P.48. Further signal will be made.

(Capt. S.10 1145A/10 to S/Ms on Patrol (R) N.C.X.F.
Capt. (S) 8.)
My 1145A/10. Proceed through 038° 35* 010° 26’ and 038° 

04' 011° 58* to make landfall off Marettirao thence to position 
K, 038° 41' N. 012° 05’ E. by dawn 12th Nov.

(Capt. S. 10, 1147A/10 to P.221 (R) N.C.X.F., S/Ms on 
patrol.)
My 1802/8th (re P.45. P.48. P.221 to relieve 3 Subs, on 

Cape Sar/^ito.) If you agree consider Swung submarines would be 
well disposed off Tunis and Bizerta to intercept possible Axis 
reinforcements to French particularly air stores.

(N.C.X.F. 1442Z/10 to C. in C. Med. (r ) V.A. Malta,
Capt. (s) 10, Capt. (s) 8, S.O. Force H, N.C.E.N.T.F.)
(1) P.211 is to leave patrol at 2300A/l2th direct for 

position A on normal route to R/V with sweeper at end of Malta 
searched channel at 1027A/14th.

My 083lA/9th and my 1145A/10th.
039° 11' 012° 38’. (B) 038° 48’

Ustica thence arriving at position, 
before 0400A/I3th.(Capt. S.10 2159A/10 to S/Ms on patrol (R) N.C.X.F.)

(l) p.212 is to leave patrol at 2300A/I3th direct for 
position a! on"normal route to R/V with sweeper at end of Malta 
searched Channel at 1039A/I5th.(2) My 0821A/9th and my 1145A/l0th. P.48!_s onward route through
IAJ waiting position 039° 24’ 012° 26* until 0530A/l3th (B) 038 
48' 013° 10' for (corrupt group) off Ustica. (C) 038 52 012
55’. Thence to arrive at position H, 038° 27 012 23 not
before 0400A/l4th. ^  f n \ -a n  ^  -a \(Capt. S.10 2225A/10 to S/Ms on Patrol (R) N.C.X.F.)

(S'
.45* s onward route through 

0 10' for landfall off 
038° 20* 012° 32*

013
(G) not

Operation Maintain patrol of 1 M.T.B. Sub. division off
M B.Z.2. Ras A1 (M)?Reisa between 2000 and 0400 every

night to intercept shipping and small craft 
proceeding between Bardia and Tobruk. Until 

Mersa Matruh is open operate? from most suitable anchorage in 
vicinity. Own force will not be West of 026 E. Continuous 
?//T watch to be kept on 425 k/cs. R.A. Alex, is requested, to 
keep guard on 425 k/cs. Should H.T.Bs fall to communicate 
with Shore on 425 k/cs attempts are to he made on 4205 k/cs.
Codeword "Susie”. „ n . o - cri-ic;r « < 3(C.C.F 1200B/10 to V.10 (R) A.I.G. 72, F.O. 15 C.S., S.H.Q.,
R.A.F. Middle East.)

/Black Sea ...
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Black Sea. (1) (Naval)

(2) Nov. 4th submarine sank enemy Merchant ship 
off Cape Burnas.

(b) Whadosia. Enemy salvaging Russian Merchant ships sunk in 
harbour.
(c) Nov. 5th enemy E-boat attacked Tuapse. Torpedoes exploded 
on shore south of harbour.
(d) Russian merchant ship and minesweeper (unsuccessfully) 
attacked by torpedo bombers off Caucasus coast.
(2) Tuapse. Renewed enemy attacks (have had) success at 
several points.
(3) Novorossisk. Enemy attempt to penetrate into mountains 
West Novorossisk have resulted in capture of a village in 
foothills.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 1250C/10 to Adnrty. etc.)

MAURO CROCE Extract from a Fairmiss Telegram. Departure 
(Italian) 9th 2200 MAURO CROCE, Genoa.

(Barcelona 1321/10 to M.W.T.)

Escort of
MANXMAN.

My 1405/9th. Additional '’Hunts'* not required. 
(C. in C. Med. 1328B/10 to R.A.(D) Med. (R) 
MANXMAN, C.S.10, DULVERT0N.)

One submarine in position 33.20 N. 34.38 E. 
(ERICA 1850/10 to Beirut W/T.)
My 1858 (?1850/10 intended) No contact so far, 
believe submarine has escaped to southward, am 
searching south from position 033° 20' 0346 38*. 
(ERICA 2116B/10 to S,N.O. Levant area (R) F.O.
15 C.S., C.C.O. Beirut, N.O.I.C. Port Said.) 

ERICA 2116. ERICA ordered to proceed in execution of 
previous orders if not in contact by midnight.

(S.N.O.L.A. 22013/10 to C.S.15, C. & C.O. Beirut, N.O.I.C. 
Port Said, (R) ERICA.)

ERICA
U/B.

Situation V/estern Desert. My 2001/9 Nov. 46 mines were
Report No.291. cut by sweepers 9th Nov. CROMER blew up at

1715, survivors 4 officers and 32 ratings (9 
seriously wounded). C.O. among those missing.

2. Combined efforts of sea rescue aircraft and M.T.Bs after
one week's efforts have succeeded in rescuing some R.A.F. 
Personnel from Area North of Bardia. Supplies were dropped 
by aircraft unable to land due to weather. -3. My 2001/9 Nov. first Para. P.R.U. Palermo showsARff£01O 
Class Cruiser with bows blown off up to forward gun turret.
4. UTMOST reports at 0737/10 Nov. 3 Cruisersand 3 Destroyers 
in 37° 16’ N. 15° 25' E. steering N.W. and estimated two hios. 
(C. in C. Med. 1912B/10 to Admty.)

/Minesweeping ...
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Minesweeping, My 2250A/4th (Re E-Boats minelaying in Malta 
Malta. Approaches) 13 mines have been swept during

searching sweep of Q.B.B. 298 in the vicinity of 
100 fathcm line. Further sweeping necessary. 
(V.A. Malta 2142A/10 to 0. in C. Med. (r )
Admty., etc.)

Malta Air I.101 C.S.R. Malta 10 Nov. Part 1.
Report. Night 9th/l0th Nov. 1920 hours, 1 Beaufighter

up for raids which turned hack before reaching 
Malta.

Day 10th Nov. 0640 hours, 4 Spitfires airborne to protect 
friendly shipping. 31 Spitfires sorties were made in R/C 
patrols in Malta area but no enemy aircraft were seen.

(A.H.Q. Malta 2220/10.)
Part 2 ray I. 101 10/11. Night 9th/10th. 3 torpedo

Wellingtons, 1 special Wellington despatched on shipping R/C in 
Navarino area. Torpedo Wellingtons found no enemy shipping but 
special Wellington with longer endurance sighted 2250 hours 120° 
Spartivento 128 miles 3 C/Rs, 2 D/Rs course 300° speed 25 knots. 
1 special Swordfish, 1 torpedo Swordfish, 2 torpedo Albacores 
despatched to attack this convoy found 0130 hours 144° Cape 
Spartivento 75 miles 3 C/Rs, 5 D/Rs course 300° speed 20/25 
knots. (?3) torpedoes duplex contact depth setting 18 feet 
dropped from 50 ft. at 500 yards range scoring two hits possibly 
on same C/R. Further results not observed owing to smoke 
screen, subsequent photos show 3 C/Rs and 4 D/Rs arrived 
Augusta. 3 special Wellingtons on shipping reconnaissance 
patrolled Gulf of Taranto. Straits of Messina and from 
Sicily to Southern Sardinia one Wellington sighted 1834 hours 
135° Cape Armi 5 miles 1 suspected C/R, 3 D/Rs course 135° 
speed 20 knots 2 torpedo Wellingtons despatched to attack 
reported cruiser did not locate it, 1 Wellington missing and 
not found by subsequent searches. Visual r7c a.m. 10th Nov. 
showed one large d /r probably the vessel previously reported as 
a C/R together with 3 smaller D/Rs entering Taranto harbour 0700.

(A.H.Q. Malta 2246/10.)

Orders to 
S/Ms.

Following orders apply to submarines operating 
east of 008° E.(l) No submarine is to be attacked unless its 
hostile identity is established beyond Reasonable
doubt. _(2) Submarines are not mutually to establish identity by 

flashing recognition signals. If in pursuit of* enemy and another submarine is sighted which is not definitely identified 
as enemy it is to be watched and course adjusted to dfa^.?lear* 
If not in pursuit of enemy the submarine making the sighting

?4) ^Suhnmrines^on°patrol\inesP should communicate and exchange 
nositions by SS/T once daily.
foapt. S. 10 2233A/10 to P - « ,  P . « ,  P.221 (R) H.C.X.F. 
Submarines on Patrol.)

/TAKU ...
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Your 1739/lOth (N.T. in War Reg.) acknowledged. 
You will "be docking at Port Said for alterations 
to tanks for petrol carrying.
(Capt. S.l 2238B/10 to TAKU.)

10th Nov. Port Said arrival H.M.M/L 1158.
D epartu re^MANXMAN, DULVERTQN, CROOME, ALDENHAM, 
BEAUFORT, Greek Submarine TRITON, H.M.M./L 1126, 
CUMBRAE, Z Lighters Numbers 8, 21, 44, 46., 
L.C.T.153, HEKTOR 7, BOREALIS.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said 2350B/10 to Admty. etc.)
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Underwater
defence
Kilindini.

Movements.

East Indies.
Your 1312/7th. Is it still the intention that 
BRITTANY should act as in your 1258/7/10?
The indicator net at Diego Garcia is now 
practically non-existent and at Addu Atoll 
needs much attention.
(F.O.Ceylon 05532/10 to C. in C.E. F.(R) Admty).
Arrival 0632Z/10th Nov. LAUNCESTON escorting 
WARINA.
(N.O.I.C.Addu Atoll 063UZ/10 to Admty.).
TEWERA left.
(N.O.I.C. Seychelles 0906Z/10 to Admty etc).

0.25 During patrol 17th Oct. to 7th Nov. D.S.0.23
attack on attacked convoy 1* merchant vessels of about
M/V 25th 5,000 tons off North entrance, Penang on 25th.
October. 2 torpedoes fired at leading ship, 1 hit just

before bridge. 2 torpedoes at second ship 
missed. First ship later seen proceeding 
tov/ards Penang escorted by trawler. A/S 

activity experienced.
(C. in C. E.F. 0922Z/10 to Admty (R) S.O.S/Ms Colombo, F.O.
Ceylon, Capt.S,i|.» V.A.E.F.).

Convoy Your O656/6 Nov. not to F.O.Ceylon(Re escort
O.W. of convoy to 095° E.).GAMBIA, 1.Concur. GAMBIA will be sailed from Colombo to

relieve escorts in 095°• E. escorting to vicinity of Colombo. Coastal A/S escort will 
be arranged onwards to Persian Gulf.
2.Suggest convoy be named O.W. (A.C.N.B. pass to Comsouwespac) 
(C. in C.E. F. 09U9Z/10 to A.C.N.B. (R) Admty etc).

R.I.N.
Request
for
armament.

Your 2501Z/7.(Originated by W.R.) Following 
is repetition of my 1153/26 Oct.(begins).
(5) Request eight 12 pounder guns with 
mountings (L.A.would suffice), 8 Y.(? dash) 
gun and 16 depth charge throwers with outfits 
of ammunition be supplied. (Ends). 
(F.O.C.R.I.N. 0958Z/10 to Admty).

ONDINA Ref my 065l/8th (N.T. in W.D.). In your 125k
escort. (Not to Admiralty) escort ONDINA decoded as

OSWALD. Please confirm that BENGAL was intende 
(F.O.Ceylon 1020z/l0 to A.C.N.B.).

Air Report. Intelligence Summary No.2i*0 for 10th November.
(a) 9th November Hudson bombed,machine-gunned 
larger of 2 enemy M/Vs 1 5»000 tons and 1 

2000 tons, course 350° speed 8 knots in position 18° 20* E?

/ 9 k °...
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East Indies - Contd.

9U° 00' E. One near miss. 2 of 3 enemy fighters 
approx. 17 miles N.N.W. of ships unsuccessfully 
attempted, interception 2/3 enemy fighters 
sighted "by 2 Hudson R/C over Cheduba Island, no 

contact. 2 shipping escorts 2 R/C Ceylon negative.
(A.H.Q.India, 11U3/10 Z)

BLINJOE. Your 1059/31/10. Netherlands Shipping
Committee London have difficulty in waiving 
Dutch Government’s objection to commissioning*

If Dutch shipping representative Bombay and Adml. Helfrich 
agree with proposal they should be requested to advise 
Netherlands Authorities London. Please advise progress. 
F.O.C.R.I.N. oass to S.O. Patrol Force N.A.
(D. of S.T. 16U8A/10 to F.O. C.R.I.N. (R) S.O. Patrol Force N.A 
(Persian Gulf area).).

Air Report. 
Contd.

Shipping, Your 0929/30/5. Admiralty appreciation of
Bay of threat to Bay of Bengal shipping is that in
Bengal. spite of American losses in the Solomons,

Japanese fleet which has also suffered 
considerable casualties will be fully contained 

in Pacific for some time to come. It is not believed that any 
carriers or modern cruisers can be diverted to Indian Ocean at 
present.
2. It is also understood that our aerial R/C in Bay of Bengal 
is improving and will continue to improve.
3. In these circumstances we consider that some further 
relaxation of the present shipping restrictions in Bay of 
Bengal is justified and it is suggested that the humber of ships 
allowed at sea between Colombo and Calcutta be increased to jO. 
(Head of M. Approved by A.C.N.S.(F) 1758A/10 to F.O.C.R.I N.
C. in C.E.F. (R) F.L.O. Delhi, F.O.Ceylon).
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DESPATCH
DIOMEDE

j>. 1+ / 3.

America and West Indies.
C. in C. S.A.S. 1433C/9. (DIOMEDE and DESPATCH 
to Be used on anti raider and Blockade runner 
patrol). In view of new division South Atlantic 
and recent conversation Between Comsolant and 
R.A.W.A., suggest this should Be decided By 
themselves.
(B.A.D. 0201Z/10 to Admty.)

U/B. Following received. Intercepted at 0210 G.M.T. 
De unknown station. X X X  (unread) submarine 
sighted latitude 11.0 (unread) longitude 63.02 W 
Time 20 (unread) G.M.T. (unread).
Port Patrick Radio 0310/10 (Ends).
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 0323A/10 to Admty.)

U/B
0.N.S.142.

U-Boat estimated in your vicinity By D/F has 
made a sighting report of a convoy or important 
unit at 0549Z/10. 4540 K/cs.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 0629/10 to C.T.U. 24.1.5. 
(R) C.T.24. Admty.)

Movements. Arrival CLARKIA.Departure U.S. patrol gunboat 
ERIE,U.S. destroyer BIDDLE,U.S.S. SPRY,U.S. S.P.C’s 
545, 573, 624 escorting T.S.G.20 (slow). U.S.

* destroyer BELKNAP.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 0912Q/10 to S.B.N.O. W.A.)

___) .

U/B Barbados W/T reports submarine on surface at 
1245 G.M.T./10 in 013° 25’ N 059° 27' W. 
(Kingston Jamaica 1002R/10 to Admty.)

HOLMPARK 
(torpedoed 
24 Oct.)

My 2240/8 and my 0941/9. Latitude position should 
read 13° N and date ship torpedoed 24th Oct. 
(B.R.O. St. Lucia 1154Q/10 to C.C.S.F. (R) Admty. 
etc.)

Attacks 
on U/Bs.

D.A/S.W. 1218A/10 to Cominch etc. See U-Boat 
Campaign.

Ottawa
Conference.

Your 2042/9. Thursday 19th Nov. (?appropriate) 
as the date of conference.
(N.S.H.Q. 1341Z/10 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

Use of 
Echometers.

It is considered that a caution Be issued to 
Masters of ships that usage of the Echometa?Be 
restricted to necessary occasions as it can Be 
heard By submarines on their detectors. Inspection 
of records show continuous use extending over 
hours.
(B.R.L.O. St. Thomas 1359/10 to Admty.)
Reply: D.T.D. 1715A/11.

/B.Y.M.S...



MOST SECRET.

426
10.11.1942.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies. - Contd.

Your 1520/8. My 2016/6 should have read 
"five B.Y.M.S. vessels" not "B.Y.M.S.5"• (B.A.M.R. , 1414Z/10 to Admty (R) F.O.N.F. )

N.S.H. Q., 1726/12th October. 2057 20th October 
and Admty. I6l3/5th November N.S.H. Q. only. 
Following group numbers have been alloted to 
Canadian corvette groups at present employed in 
U.K.
25th Canadian Escort Group. Y/00DST0CK (S.O. 

Acting Commander G. H. Griffiths R. C.N.) NASTURTIUM,Y/EYBURN 
LOUISBURG, PRESCOTT and LUN\ENBflRG.
26th Canadian Escort Groun. VILLE DE QUEBEC (S.O. Lieut. 
Commander A.R.E. Coleman. R.C.N. Reserve) PORT ARTHUR, BADDECK, 
ALBERNI and SUMMERSIDE.
27th Canadian Escort Group. REGINA (S.O. Acting Lieut. Cdr^.
H. Freeland. R.C.N.R.) CALGARY, KITCHENER, CAMR03E, MOOSEJAW, 
ALGOMA.
(2) S.O. Call signs in 02396 series will be amended to read 
25th 26th and 27th Canadian Escort Group and S.O.
(N.S.H. Q. , 1452Z/10 to C.C.C.S. (R) Admty. etc).

’War Diary.

B.Y.M.S.

Canadian
Corvette
Groups.

Mines. Admty. pass to C.T.F. 34 for action and to
C.T.G. 31*8 for information. "From C. in C. 
Lant, Cominch effect deliver to C.T.G.31*8 as 
information addressee. Inform C.T.F. 38 escort 

U.G.F.2 of location of mines in vicinity Atlantic ports".
Refer to this as 1322/10.
(Cominch, 1500/10 to Admty).

WEST 
KEBAR 
(torpedoed 
29/10).

/s-ifZSr
B.Y.M.S.

U/B
Positions.

My 1131/8th (re survivors ex WEST KEBAR U.S., 
torpedoed) For 38 survivors landed read 35 
and for 17 survivors missing read 20.
(Harbour Master, Barbadoes, 1502/10 to Admty).

Sailed 1400Z/10 B.Y.M.S. 15 and*(?16) same route 
as my 1447/28/10, E.T.A.St. Johns 2200Z/12. W/T 
watches in accordance with B.A. D ’s 1405/27/10.
2. When ready request ships be sailed to U.K. 
in Convoy E.T.F.
(C.O.A.C. , 1529Z/10 to F.O.N.F. (R) B.A.D. , Admty 
etc). *  ft;*-/O S/?. *

S/M estimate Nov. 10th and U. S. submarine notice. 
(Cominch, 1551/10, 1552/10, 1620/10, 1621/10, 
1622/10).

PHOEBE
repairs.
4 —̂ /». u. ' 4

PHOEBE’s 1531/9th Nov. Request immediate 
report whether PHOEBE can be taken in hand for 
damage repairs in U.S.A. about end December 1942. 
2. Temporary repairs to lower deck in hand and 
principal items to'be undertaken would be:- 
flist).
(D.O.D. (F), 1622A/10 to B.A.M.R.)

/Cable...
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Cable Repairs
America & West Indies - Contd.
Our 2000A/5 to B.A.D. (re Repair of Halifax and 
Bermuda cable) Time required to repair cable 
break cannot be determined. Only way in which

trade convoys
U.S. Escort can be provided is at expense of 

which is considered uneconomical use of escort
vessels. Request you reconsider BUTTERMERE and YASTWATER as 
escort for LORD KELVIN, B.A.D. 1649Z/9.
(Cominch, 1655/10 to Adnity).

Hospital
Ships.

Your QO/193 of 29th October (2047/29) (1) Regret 
no hospital ships available for regular service 
North Atlantic.
(2) M.W.T. examining proposal increase Hospitals 
in Queens" and await estimate accommodation lost 
for troops. Will U.S. supply Medical Staffs 
and embark in A.T.’s as required? Agreed.
('.7.0. 1710A/10 to Milstaff Washington).

Movements. Arrival U.S. Destroyer UPSHUR.
U.S. ships P.C.574, P.C. 575, P. C. 576TCUYAHOGA. 
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad, 1712Q/10 to S. B.N.O.W.A.)

U/B Coast Watcher reports sighting submarine in 47* 
27 N., 55-23 W., at l625Z/10th.
(C.O.A.C., 1745Z/10 to G.B.7 A).

Escort Unit 
24.5.3.

2 Section S.C.L.107 arrived 1700Z/10, Irish 
S.S. PLEIADES Irish SS. GEMINI, SS. BRUARFOSS, 
and SS. ANN SKAKEL escorted by Escort Unit
24.5«3 U.S. Destroyer SCHENCK, U.S. Destroyer 

LEARY which is dissolved. Connav pass to U.S.C.N.0. 1st U.S. 
Naval District, Boston, C.E. S.F.
(C.T.U. 24.6., 18l6z/10 to C.T.F. 24 (r ) Connav etc).

B.Y.M.S. 30. B.Y.M.S. 30 arrived St. Johns N. F. with defects 
escorted by B.Y.M.S. 3.
(C.C.N.F., 1817Z/10 to Admty)•

U/B Guantanamo Radio reports S/M sighted 12.02 N., 
59.17 W. , at 1815 G.C.T./10th.
(Kingston, Jam,. 1825R/10 to Admty).

Shipping for 
Loch Ewe.

Request all ships with destinations East Coast 
of U.K. be now sailed to Loch Ewe and not Oban. 
(D.T.D. , 1843A/10 to Connav N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).

HAHIRA 
(torpedoed 
3/11).

U.S. HAHIRA torpedoed and subsequently sunk 
by gunfire of Escort 54.15 N ., 41*47 W., 3rd 
Nov. All C.Bs. dumped in metal box.
(A. C. I.C., 1901A/10 to Admty).

/O.N.S. . .
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O.N. S.142 20 southbound ships dispersed in approx. 43° 50’

N., 39° 20’ W., at 1900 G.M.T./lOth Nov.
From dispersal ships proceeding to 38° N., 
between 30° and I4O® W., thence to 27° N. , between 

30° 00’ and 39° 1 3* W., thence all ships steering 168°.
One straggler estimated position 1800Z/10 41° 45' N., 33° 45’ W. 
course 186° to 38° N., thence as above.
(D.T.D., 1953A/10 to S. and A. North Atlantic Station and Connav)

^ * “  4 ^ * - ^

Sub attack A. ’WEST KEBAR t wo torpedoes and sunk 14. 57 N. , 
and sighting 53.37 W. , 2215Z/29 October. ZAANDAM torpedoed
summary. and sunk 01.25 N., 36.22 W., 1818Z/2. ANDREAS

torpedo miss shelled and presumed sunk 02 S., 
30.30 W., 2215Z/4. OCEAN JUSTICE torpedoed and 

presumed sunk 10.06 N. , 60. W. , 2320Z/6. I.ARCUS Will THAN 
torpedoed 06.05 S., 32.41 W., 2315Z/9* Men landed from Sub 
Gaspe Peninsula 10 Nov. one captured.
B. Unidentified torpedoed and sinking 24.30 N., 46.28 W., 
1412Z/9 (S.S. SOUTH AFRICA).
C. Sub sighted on surface 13*25 U., 59.27 .7. , 1245Z/10 Coast 
watcher sights sub. 47.27 N. , 55. 23 W. 1625Z/10. Sub sighted 
11.40 N. , 63.02 W. , 2000Z/9.
D. Panair Plane sights sub 11.10 N., 79.15 W., 1315Z/10.
Y.320 sights sub. on surface 40.20 N. , 70.35 W. 2250Z/9. 
(Cominch, 2055/10 to Admty for O.I.C.)

Movements.
i

Departure B.Y.M. S. 15> 16, for St. Johns. Arrival 
GODERICH ex S.H. 60,P.Y.C. 2842 from Pictou.
N. S. Connav please pass to Commandant 9th U.S. 
Naval District, Green Lake.
(N.O.I.C. Halifax, 2101Z/10 to Admty etc).

U/B C.E.S.F. 1850/10 S/M estimates fbr 0800Q/11.
Positions. (Coranaveu, 2251/10 to Admty).

Australia & New Zealand.
Movements. Departure Auckland 2024Z/9 U.S.S. TAtAMANCA for

Suva.E.T.A. 2100Z/12, route direct, 17 knots. 
U.S.S. SO&ACE 2055Z/9 for Noumea.E.T.A. 0700Z/12. 
Arrival Papeete, 9th November, F. F. CNEYREUILl^. 
Departure Suva 9th Nov. U.S.S. TAGANAK for 
Noumea.
(D.N.I. Wellington, 0450Z/10 to Admty).

/Situation...
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Situation. Digest Serial Number 291 Nov.8.

Reports including photo R/C Buin Tonolei 
Shortland area afternoon 8/11 indicated total 
33 vessels including 1 heavy cruiser 2 light 

cruisers, 6 destroyers, 3 minelayers, 1 small gunboat or 
B. Chaser, 1 converted seaplane tander, 2 probable military 
landing craft carriers including one very large whale factory 
ship type, 2 tankers, 11 merchant ships 7 - 10,000 tons 
totalling approx. 85>000 tons, one 10,000 ton merchant vessel 
possibly naval auxiliary, 3 other merchant vessels, 1 medium 
tanker, 1 small cargo vessel reported Kavieng area morning 
same day by air R/C also 1 light cruiser Saint Goffres 
Channel heading Rabaul.
3. Three Beaufighters strafed enemy huts installations Wairope
Buna track while three 25s strafed W/T station Gasmata 
afternoon 8/11. 4 medium bombers observed airborne, 1 fighter
1 bomber grounded Soamata where some evidence grass on runway 
recently cut.
4. Enemy positions Moivi area bombed and strafed 3 Bostons 
evening 8/ll in support continued attacks by our troops.
5. Three Catalinas dropped bombs runway and dispersal areas 
Kavieng airfield night 8/9. Results not observed.
(G.H.Q., S.W.P.A. , 0619Z/10 to Admty etc).

0NDINA
escort.

Your 0651Z/8th. BENGAL is only vessel in 
company with ONDIKA. Reference to OSWALD not 
understood F.O.I.C. Ceylon pass to N.O.I.C. 
Diego Garcia.
(A.C.N.B. , 0931Z/10 to F.O.I.C. Ceylon (r ) 
Admty. C. in C. E.F. , A.I.F. , Abadan, N.O.I.C. 
Diego Garcia, F. 0. C.R. I.N.)
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Submarines Reported.
Estimates at 1200Z/10.
(D.D.I.C., 1U32A/10, 1UU7A/10).

Submarines Attacked.
Weekly My 1059/22/7.
Summary. 1. H.120, a Liberator, on the 5th near S.C.107

attacked with the whole U-boat visible with 
6 torpex Mark XI. Mark XVI Pistol. The stern 
rose at an angle of 60° and the revolving screws 
were seen.

2. On the 7th a Hudson attacked in position 37° 32’ N.,
01° 30' E., and saw a piece of the casing blown into the air.
3. On the same day a Hudson in position 38° 08’ IT. , 02°
12’ E. saw a U-boat sink stern first bows at an angle of 60° 
for U minutes and reported much oil and air. 5 bodies in the 
water.
U. Prom an incomplete report the French landed 8 or 9 
survivors from a German U-boat at Nemours on the 6th November. 
5. These are in addition to the two promising attacks by 8U 
Squadron on the l£t and 5th.
(D.A/S.W. , 1218A/10 to Cominch, B.A.D., Comnaveu, N.S.H.Q.)


