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SITUATION REPORT.

Convoy
Q.P.15.

Home Commands.
The following arrangements have been made for 
bringing back Convoy Q.P.15 (about 30 ships) 
from Kola Inlet. Capt. D.8 in FAULKNOR with 
IMPULSIVE, ECHO, ICARUS and INTREPID will 
provide escort (sailed from Seidisfjord 1305/12) 
C.S.l in LONDON with SUFFOLK, FORESTER and 2 
other destroyers to be detailed by R.A.(D) H.F. 
will provide cover against surface attack (to 
sail from Seidisf jord p.m. 17) P. P.216 
and UREDD will patrol in northern waters.
The latter left Lerwick at 1712A today.

An escorted outward bound enemy tanker was sighted 
at 1310 yesterday in 44° 25’ N. 6° 10' W. and 
again at 2310 in 44° 14' N. 8° 51* W. The tanker 
appears to have been attacked by our aircraft 
in the early hours of today, and is reported to 
have entered Ferrol at midday today, damaged.

Operation 
S.N.17 A. ADVENTURE sailed from Port Z.A. this afternoon.

French
Fleet.

Operation "Torch”.
German forces entered Unoccupied France today, 
ostensibly for the purpose of defending Southern 
France and Corsica against an imminent allied 
attack.
Endeavours are being made to get the French 
Fleet to leave Toulon and proceed to Gibraltar. 
The bulk of the fleet was still in harbour this 
morning. Orders were given to S.O. Force H. 
that the French ships were not to be treated as 
hostile unless they commit a hostile act. 
Broadcasts are being made from the U.K. inviting 
all French seamen at Marseilles and other ports 
to bring their ships over to us.

SS VICEROY OF INDIA (troopship 19,627 tons) 
returning independently from Algiers to Gibraltar 
was torpedoed and sunk at 0803Z in 36 26 N. 0 24

Aut) W. .ZEELAND ^OTRANTO (20,025 tons, troopship) reported that two 
nk. torpedoes missed her at 1035 G.M.T. in 36 42 N.

1° 34' W. (35 miles east of Cape de GataJ 
NIEUW ZEELAND (11,069 tons) returning independently 
from Algiers to Gibraltar was torpedoed about 
1320 in 35° 59* N. 3° 45’ W. and sank later. 
N.C.X.F. gave orders that no further ships were to
be sailed independently. ^ 7HECLA (Fleet Repair ship) was torpedoed at 2315Z
in 35° 431 N. 9° 54’ W. (about 180 miles west of 
Gibraltar) and sank next morning.

/U/B .. •

* HECLA,
VICEROY OF 

INDIA, 
NIEUW 

ZE1 
sunk

*U J.Sob 
(JF.-b'l)
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Operation "Torch" contd.
U/B
sunk.

£ js >  • iinfly v

URSULA reports that she sank a U-boat at 1041A 
in 36° 42’ N. 1° 46* W. (about 35 miles east 
of Cape de Oats.) f U ^ . t £ j  d . y S - , ^ . .  JJ,

BATORY and MONARCH OP BERMUDA left Gibraltar 
today in a special convoy for the U.K. The 
latter has been damaged internally by shell fire.

Operation The landing at Bougie was unopposed; the Garrison
"Perpetual”. Commander agreed to ships anchoring in the Bay and

landing any troops and material in the port and 
taking over the airfield. Both convoys proceeded 
into the bay about 0930Z. Swell prevented landing 
at Jijelli, and the force was landed at Bougie 
and moved to Jijelli by road.
At dusk a heavy air attack took place on ships in 
harbour. ARGUS sustained damage to her flight 
deck and lost some fighters, but is still in 
operation. Monitor ROBERTS and transports 
CATHAY (became a total loss) and AWATEA were hit 
and seriously damaged and set on fire, the latter 
whilst leaving harbour westbound unloaded.
BICESTER and PENTSTEMON went alongside but were 
unable to extinguish the fire and it is thought 
she will be a total loss. Constant air attacks 
hampered the disembarkation of vehicles. The 
enemy air attacks were aided by the failure to 
occupy Jijelli Aerodrome owing to the swell pre
venting the landing, and the consequent absence 
of fighters.
Aerial minelaying was suspected in the anchorage 
last night.
The Move on Bone was postponed last night owing 
to the uncertain attitude of the French and the 
impossibility of assault landing from destroyers 
anywhere except in a defended harbour. It is 
planned to carry it out tonight if the French 
are co-operating.

Algiers SHEFFIELD and Minesweeper CADMUS were in collision
area. at 0411 today. The former has her efficiency

unimpaired, but CADMUS’s bows were damaged, though 
she reports that she can operate normally in calm 
weather.

The organisation of the port proceeded today. 
Air defence is impressive; an enemy air attack 
was made on Maison Blanche Aerodrome last night, 
but caused no damage.

The torpedoed transport THOMAS STONE has arrived 
at Algiers in tow today.

/Oran ...
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SITUATION REPORT.

Operation "Torch" - contd.
Oran surrendered today, "but the port is 
partially blocked by sunken ships.
The ports of Arzeu and Mers-el-Kebir are being 
used. By midnight 8 alongside berths were 
available at Oran and others in the anchorage.

The French Army forces at Casablanca capitulated 
at 0700 today, but the attitude of the French 
Navy is not known.
At 2330Z N.C.W.N.T.F. reported that Naval elements 
agreed to cease hostilities, but searchlights from 
shore near Casablanca silhouetted ships, 
apparently deliberately.
Unloading at the beaches is being delayed by 
casualties to craft. Air R/C shows two ships 
sunk at Port Lyautey. About 9 to 11 ships 
are sunk at Casablanca harbour, including 5 
at the Quay Commercial.

A U-boat attack was made on the Fedala convoy 
area at 2000Z. U.S. Transport JOSEPH HEWES was 
sunk and U.S. tanker WINOOSKI and U.S. destroyer 
HAMBLETQN were damaged: it is doubtful whether
the latter can be repaired. s /a , & o

North Atlantic.
SS SILVERWILLOW (torpedoed on 31 Oct.) was 
attacked again this afternoon and foundered 
in 37° 24' N. 10° 45' W.

South Atlantic.
SS VEERHAVEN independently routed from Rosario 
to Trinidad and U.K. reported that she was 
torpedoed at 0220 today in 3° 51' S. 29° 22' W. 
(about 330 miles W.N.W. of Natal, Brazil) The 
ship sank in approx. 3° 40’ S. 30° W.

/S.O.(I) ..
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South Atlantic - contd.
S.O.(I) Freetown reports that SS PRIMROSE HILL 
was torpedoed and sunk by a German U-Boat of 
U-26 class at 1750/29 Oct. in 18° 58' N. 28°
40’ W. The ship which picked up the survivors 
was sighted and hailed at 0300/4 by a U-boat of 
U.59 class in 17° 51' N. 29° 40’ W.

S.B.N.O. Trinidad reports that M.V. FRANS HALS 
was unsuccessfully attacked at 0015 G.M.T/3 in 
0° 29’ S. 32° 6’ W. by a submarine which fired 
6 torpedoes. The ship opened fire and one of 
her 4-inch shells hit and exploded in the 
conning tower, destroying the after part. The 
U-boat was also hit by 40 rounds from Oerlikon 
and one depth charge was dropped within 100 yards.

In view of the possible attempt of the Vichy 
ships in Dakar to return to France R.A. W. Africa 
asks if he may retain TRUANT and S/M K.14 (which 
are on their way home to refit) temporarily for 
patrol off Dakar. The Admiralty did not, 
however, approve this, as it was considered, 
in view of the German Occupation of Vichy France, 
unlikely that the French ships in Dakar would 
attempt to return to France. Moreover, these 
two submarines are unreliable for operational 
patrol. TRUANT sailed for the U.K. on 13 Nov. 
and K.14 on 14 Nov.fbr Philadelphia. (K.14 had to 
return the same day with defects and sailed 
again on 17 Nov.)

SS VEERHAVEN, Buenos Aires to U.K. via Trinidad 
was shelled and sunk by one or two submarines 
today.

Mediterranean.
German E-boats are returning to base at Tunis and 
Bizerta: 6 have been sighted at Tunis and more
are expected. Our aircraft were to have mined 
the entrances to these ports tonight, but the 
weather prevented this.

N.C.X.F. this morning ordered submarines to be 
redisposed to cut the enemy communications with 
Bizerta, Tunis and East Tunisian ports, neglecting 
any possible movements of the Italian Fleet to 
the westward. (Note.- N.C.X.F. is operating the 
8th and 10th S/M Flotillas)

/Solium ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
Solium was occupied at 1640 today. A searched 
channel has been established at Mersa Matruh and 
discharge of cargo is proceeding satisfactorily: 
A.A. defences have been installed and there has 
been no enemy interference. M.T.Bs are main
taining patrol to intercept shipping to the 
west of Tobruk.

The bombing of the Sardinian aerodromes was 
continued last night.

Liberators and American B.2s bombed a southbound 
5000 ton merchant vessel north of Benghazi today, 
claiming 4 direct hits and many near misses.

Elmas aerodrome was successfully attacked by 
Wellingtons last night.

Halifaxes and Wellingtons bombed Tobruk harbour 
last night.

East Indies.
RjrN minesweeper BENGAL and refuelling tanker 
ONDINA, on passage from Premantle to Colombo 
engaged two enemy raiders at 0534Z in 19° 45* S. 
92® 40’ E. (about 1500 miles N.W. of Fremantle).

— 'The larger raider was set heavily on fire; an
explosion occurred on board, and the enemy ship 
was not seen again.
The second ship escaped. ONDINA was hit by 2 
torpedoes and gunfire by the second a-feeop but 
reached port. BENGAL was holed on the waterline 
fore and aft, but she arrived at Diego Garcia at 
0212Z/17.

America and West Indies.
SS CITY OP RIPON was torpedoed and sunk at 
0727Z today in 8° 40’ N. 59° 20’ W.
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TUNA.
Movements.
My 1701/10 para (B). Amend to read TUNA vicinity 
70° 05' N 15° 20’ E diving by day to 70° 01' N 
11° 59* E, then probably on surface through 69° 
03’ N 07° 58* E to Lerwick at 11 knots.
(P.O.S. 0004A/11 to Admty.)

A.F.D.18. Cease sweeping and proceed to vicinity Milford
Haven as additional escort.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1025A/11 to BILSDEAN, BRECON 
CASTLE, BROCKLESBY.)

R/V A.P.D.18 in tow 3 tugs expected ahead of schedule.
Speed 6 knots, destination Corpach, at seaward end of Q.Z.S.184 
at approx. 0930A/12. Relieve Plymouth escort BROCKLESBY S.O. 
Onward route from above will be signalled by C. in C. W.A.
Codeword "Jovial". P.C.74 to Holyhead from position G.

(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1545A/11 to P.C.74. MAZURKA,
PAUL RYKENS.) ^ - r f r s>.
Cancel my 1319. BROCKLESBY rejoin "Jovial”. SLAZAK proceed 

Dartmouth. KRAKOWIAK proceed Portland.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1729A/11.)

i

CANTON. On completion of refit and satisfactory
preliminary catapult tests about 26th Nov. 
request you sail CANTON for Clyde and P.O.I.C. 

Greenock is requested to arrange for 14 days working up practices 
and flying off trials prior to ship sailing to join Eastern Fleet. 
2. Ship will be required to leave U.K. with convoy 15th Dec. 
(D.O.D. ( f . ) 1216A/11 to P.O.I.C. Southampton.)

W.A.
Command,

Situation at 2002A/11. Details.
£C. in C. W.A. 1358A/11) See Lion Copy.

PRINCE
ALBERT.

On completion of refit and trials request you will 
sail PRINCE ALBERT to Southampton to join Force J. 
(C.C.O. 1432A/11 to P.O.I.C. London.)

JUNONyb My 1047/10. Arrived destination (Lunna Voe) 
(S.O. S/M Lerwick 1517A/11 to A.C.O.S.)

North
Atlantic
dispositions.

TORBAY

My 1430/8.
Area Iceland. Amend destroyers to read 6.
Area Scapa. Amend destroyers to read 3.
Operational Area. Amend destroyers to read 19. 
(D.O.D. (H.) 1535Z/11 to C. in C. U. S. Fleet.)

My 1612/7. f'Sailing delayed. v/«
(C. in C. Plymouth 1630A/11 to Admty.)

HOWE. R.A.D. Home Fleet is requested to sail 3 destroyers
to R/V with HOWE off entrance to Port HHZ at 
1130A/13. and escort to Scapa.

2. HOWE will carry out A/A and battle-practice target-firing on 
passage. E.T.A. Hoxa 1900/13. ,3. C. in C. Rosyth is requested
to provide A/S air escort from Cape Wrath.
(C. in C. H.F. 1715A/11.) /P.216...
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61 50 19 21 TO 59 m  14 40 7
WYKE

STAFNES
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HUGH WALPOLE - -
QUADRILLE
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EGLANTINE t h g?c in  oaMONTBRETIA 58 30 26 30
ROSE M 
VERVAIN „
ST.ALBANS s a r t l o n  S .W ./
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SECTION S.W.
BURZA
SHERBROOKE
HURRICANEWATCHMANANCHUSADAHLIA
GURMAKD
K.M.S.3 

\ I:e )
K.X.6
U5

Q.N.S.142.C.T..U.24.1.5.

0.N.145 
C. T. U.24.1.3.

55 50 11 54 TO 0.N.145*
54 43 20 15 To Londonderry 
54 00 30 50 To Argentia

51 42 26 18 TO 52 01 25.. 59 :12i' thence ~ m55 40 20 01 4
54 18 17 18 To 53 30 19 59 7BLACK SWAN 1 Sloop 8 Corvettes

LANCASTER YJELL33 corvettes4 trawlers
FIHBDRAKE SUNFLOWER LOOSETRIFE ALISMA PINK
U.S.S.CAMPBELL 55 58 14 52 To 55 58 15 01 ULS.S.BADGER thence 'R5STHERN 53- 32 22 28TRIf.JJUM

48 00 15 17 To 45 21 15 55

43 20 42 53 To 43 20 43 51thence 43 03 51 08
f

8

I358A/1I.

1st Lord 1st S.L.(2)
p:tdr. ,
r.cNl-i: p? (2)A.O.N.S.CT)N.A. 1st S.L. Cant. Pirn D.u.D* (H) (2 D.O.D. (F-)(2 Duty Capt.u .s .n .D. A/S.-7.Hd. of M. .

W.D.D.T.D.D.T.D., ,D. T. D. (Cl /r̂ vAd. Ramsey (2) D.M. S,
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HOME COMMANDS.

P.216.
Movements - Contd.
Proceed forthwith to 064° 01’ N 003? 50’ 
thence as routed in my 1405/11 Nov. 
(Capt. S.9. 1805A/11 to P.216.)

E,

2.
he 336' 
3.

Operations.
Patrols. My 1255/10. "Object*1 * 3 4 5 6 7 arrived 0718A/11.

(F.O.I.C. Portland 0723A/11.)
-Intend M.L.123 (S.O.) and H.M.L.532 to patrol on 

latitude 50° 20* N between 1° 45* W and 2° 25* W tonight, 
leaving Weymouth at 1830 and patrol-line at dawn. Codeword 
"Cadger".

(P.O.I.C. Portland 1107A/11 and 1622A/11.)
/v.T.W.nYour 1040/11. M.L.106 (S.O.) 105, 100 (Type 252), 110.

M.G.B.79 (S.O.), 80 (Type 252), 81. M.T.B.32 (3.0.) (Type 252)
30. E.T.D. No. 53 Buoy 1815/11.

(BEEHIVE 1123A/11.)
Intend to sail M.T.B.344 at 1745/11 to the southward.

Request air escort at 0700/12 in A D 6895 when course will 
36° speed 18 knots.
Codeword "Arena".
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1145/11.)
M. T.B.55 (S.O.), 54,M.G.B.611, 615, 608, proceed tonight for 

sweep of enemy convoy route eastward from longitude 1° 30* W. 
Codeword "Object". £-•—* * .

— ^Between 1° 45* W and 2° 20* W on latitude 50° 20* N M.L.123 and 
R.M.L.532 from Portland are patrolling.
CHAASSURS^l (S.O.), and 5, on E A 5 patrol.
--- ->(C. in C. Portsmouth 1152A/11 to HORNET.)

M.L. patrol tonight.
h^2. Forces employed M.Ls 491 (S.0. ),̂ 153, and 195 .*

3. Patrol. 7 miles east and west of position 130° Start 20 miles
4. Object to intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. E-Boats may work from Guernsey or Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Sail at 1600 today and passing through 180° Start 
4 miles and 180° Start 13 miles proceed to patrol. Leave patrol 
at daylight 12th and return to Dartmouth passing through same 
positions.
7. Codeword "Obstacle".

(C. in C. Plymouth 1415A/11.) A .. . ■
— > Your 1415/11. "Obstacle" sailed less M.L.153 plus M.L.157. 

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1618A/11 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
Night 11/12. M.Ls 143 and 140 near C one Buoy.
(V.A. Dover 1814A/11.)

5 My 1152/11. Sweep cancelled. M.T.B.55 and M.G.B.608 will 
patrol 50° 15* N 0° 40* W.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1910A/11.)

Cable
laying
(ARIEL)

r/̂ b- hi ,
Your 1419/3 and 1636/10. Regret no date can be 
given as operation is dependent on weather 
conditions.
(N.O.I.C. Ramsgate 1000A/11.) to.

Operation My 1047/10. Sailed (JUNON)
"Upsilon" (S.O. S/M Lerwick 1120A/11 to A.C.O.S.)

/Operation..•
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Operation 
V P.

Operations - Contd.
Your 1424/10. Concur. 
(A.C.O.S. 1847A/11 to P.O.S.)

TIGRIS
Patrol.

 ̂ Lm ~ * *  h

(1) Patrol between 043° 01' 012° 30* and 043°
59' 012° 29'.
(2) Leave patrol so as to cross 043° N at 2200Z/12 
and arrive in position A of Capt. S.8's 1204/10
at 1700Z/14.

(3) Cancel bombing restriction in Capt. S.5’s 1117/6.
(4; Total bombing restriction arranged within 40 miles of 043° 
30* 012° 30’ forthwith until 0400Z/13.
(F.O.S. 1946A/11 to TIGRIS.)

Q.K.4C.
Mining.
Weather permitting carry out operation Q.K.4C 
tonight with 51st M.L. Flotilla.
Supporting force combined unit of M.G.Bs and 

M.T.Bs. Whole force is to proceed together but, when run-in on 
silent engines is started, M.T.Bs are to part company and make 
for vicinity 51° 23* N 03° 00* E. After operation has been 
completed M.G.Bs may act independently if E/B activity develops 
to the northward.
(C. in C. Nore 1040A/11 to BEEHIVE.)

Search
of
convoy
route.

Sail with all available ships of 9th M/S Flotilla 
to carry out search between new position of E A 5 
Buoy along intended new convoy route as far as 
C 1 Buoy, entering Newhaven on nights of 12th and 
13th returning Portsmouth on 14th.
E.T.D. Spithead 0800/12.
Codeword for each day "Service".
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1244/11 to TENBY.)

Iceland. A.M. 1724/8. Bad weather has prevented further 
exploratory sweeps since my 2310/6. Request 
instructions whether S.O. 15th M/S Plot, should 
sail for Liverpool tomorrow. 2 ships of Flotilla 
will have completed boiler cleaning before leaving 
Iceland.
(A.C.I.C. 1519A/11 to Admty.)

Lyme Bay. Area completed. Negative results. If my 1858/10 
is approved, intend sailing 0730 tomorrow returning 
Portland 1500. Codeword "Scent".

( V S . 4 1644A/11 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
Intend DORINDA and LOCH BUIE at 0745A/12 to sweep route P 

to Portland. Codeword "Ounce V".
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 1648A/11.)
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Enemy Intelligence.
Enemy My 2202. Enemy has altered course to 090° approx.
Vessels. (A/C YHIK 0028/11 to 19 Group.)

My 2339. 3 destroyers, 1 unknown, bearing 90°
3 miles, course 36?0°, position 44° 06* N 6° 58’ W. 

(A/C 0225A/11 to 19 Group.)
Position of 1 enemy ship at 0640, 44° 07' N 08° 33* W, 

course and speed unknown.
(A/C 0657/11 to 19 Group.)
One tanker, course 180° speed 10 knots, position 43° 59’ N 08° 10* W.
(A/C 0825/11 to 19 Group.)

NEUMARK. 18 Bostons of 2 Group were despatched with fighter
cover to attack the NEUMARK Raider reported to be 
lying alongside the Quai Oblique at Havre.
On reaching the port, they found that the Raider 
had left.
(H.Q.B.C. 1550A/11.)

German
Main
Unit
SCHEER.

Enemy warship with one triple turret aft and 
believed two forward reported in Lofjord on Nov. 
1st. Source believed vessel to have been 
SCHARNHORST but there is no other evidence from 
her companion ships to support this. Graded B2. 
(N.A. Stockholm 1717/11.)
O.I.C. Comment. (This report obviously refers to 
ADMIRAL SCHEER who was in Lofjord on 1st. Nov.)

GNEISENAU 
SCHARNHORST 
GRAF ZEPPELIN 
PRINZ EUGEN 
NttRRBERG 
LEIPZIG

Gdynia 1415/11. Preliminary interpretation of 
photographs show -
GNEISENAU has returned to former berth. 
SCHARNHORST in floating dock.
GRAF ZEPPELIN in usual berth.
Two Schlesien Class battleships present.
PRINZ EUGEN and nOr NBERG have arrived.
LEIPZIG has sailed.
(D.D.I.C. 2147A/11.)

Allied Air, Activity.
My 0514/11 para (B). This S/M was attacked at 
0235. One Sunderland escorted ty 2 Beaufighters 
are proceeding towards the above position 
(46° 55* N 06® 51* V/) with object of escorting you 
should you be unable to dive.
(F.O.S. 0739A/11 to UNBEATEN.)

Bomber
Command
operations.

On day 11th Nov. 18 A/C bombed the docks at Havre. 
On night 10/11 Nov. 35 A/C laid mines in enemy
Tjt/o +  a  _

(H.Q.B.C. 1550A/11.)

' H .M . S l  J BM A RIN E* ‘ * VN  BE ATE N.*’— In ' memory of
L ieut. D. E. O. W atson, D:S.C., R.N.. his Officers and 
Men. lost Nov. 11, 1942. Also his father. D. C. O. 

. W atson, Nov. 17, 1946. R .I.P.— M . B. W atson.

0< A -  j*?. [

I I -  I I . So

.? Uu Ve+m
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Enemy Air Activity.
Unknown Intercept 0642 G.M.T. 139° Gonio B. Approx,
ship. De GEZ AA. SOS GEZ AA. No further particulars.

(Lands End Radio 0743/11.)

U-Boat.
S/Ms My 2305. Have lost touch with enemy S/M last seen
reported. in 46° 13* N (?longitude) at 2320.

(A/C 0052/11 to 19 Group.)
Am over enemy S/M in 46° 55* N 6° 51* W.

(A/C 0216/11 to 19 Group.)
---- ^-Following from SS. ST. MAGNUS. Submarine sighted acting
suspiciously in 59° 18', 1° 55' W, steering approx, north at 
2300/10.

(Kirkwall 0336A/11 to A.C.O.S.)
Submarines were sighted by aircraft in following positions. 

(A) 046° 13f N 007° 40’ W at 2120/10.
(b ) 046 55* N 006° 51’ W at 0216/11. This S/M was attacked at
0235.

(F.O.S. 0514A/11 and 0739A/11 to UNBEATEN.)
--- f My 0336A/11. Master of ST. MAGNUS reports submarine
appeared to be stopped or moving very slowly. He can give no 
idea of size owing to darkness. He confirms position of sighting 
submarine which was headed north.

(AXDO Kirkwall 0559A/11 to A.C.O.S.)
It is estimated that 2 U-Boats may be near you today. 
(D.D.I.C. 1001A/11 to 0.N.S.J.144.)
Am over submarine in 49° 52' N 10° 59' W. Enemy submarine 

previously reported was periscope only sighted and was on course 
350°, near 2 unknown M/V 300 tons 2 kts. 350.

(A/C 158 Sqdn. 1040/11 to 19 Group.)
Submarine reported in 49° 52* N 10° 59' W course 350° at

1040.
(A.O.C. 19 Group 1240/11.)
Reliable fix and D.F. bearings of enemy unit 1538 G.M.T./ll, 

probable U-Boat, 074° 10’ N 029° 30* E.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1615/11.)

-----ST. MAGNUS reports sighting submarine on the surface at
2300/10 in 59° 18' N 01° 55' W. Aircraft reports sighting 
periscope feather and swirl but no periscope in 59° N 4° W 
RDYG at 0928/11.

(A.C.O.S. 1934A/11 to OAKLEY, LEDBURY, MIDDLETON.)

U-Boat Am over enemy submarine in 49° 28' N 10° 52' W.
attacked. (A/C 3 RLF. 1205/11 to 15 Group.)

Enemy submarine was periscope only sighted course 
090°.

(A/C 3 RLF 1207/11.)
Have attacked U-Boat with depth charges. No hits.
(A/C 3 RLF 1222/11 to 15 Group.)
Our 1222. U-Boat periscope depth at 1218. Further attack 

no hits. Resuming patrol.
(A/C 3 RLF 1226/11 to 19 Group.)
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*0.N.S. 142. 
EMPIRE 
TURNSTONE.

Casualties and Defects.
Following originated by PIREDRAKE. Begins:
At 0800Z/5th (?58) 53 N 26.40 W four bodies 
including Master picked up from raft from EMPIRE 
TURNSTONE torpedoed night of Oct. 22nd. 12 others 
also lost from same raft. T.O.0.1116Z/9. Ends. 

£/£.(PORTSDOWN 0920Z/11 to C. in C. W.A. )

MALAYA. A.S. Rosyth 1150/10. It is strongly recommended 
that refit be extended to Dec. 7th. Ship need
not be at 7 days notice during this period.

(C. in C. H.F. 1155A/11 to Admty.)
Request you will reply to A.S. Rosyth's 1150/10. Admty. 

agree in extension of completion date to 7th Dec. subject to 
your concurrence.

(A.C.N.S. (H.) 1200A/11 to C. in C. H.P.)

HURRICANE.
/>

HURRICANE'S speed reduced in rough weather by 
upper deck plating cracked amidships.
WATCHMAN, DAHLIA, ANCHUSA detached. My P.C.S. 
1100Z/11 054° 45' N 024° 10' W, 256°. 4 knots. 
(HURRICANE 1213Z/11 to C. in C. W.A.)

SHIKARI
r t ' . 'b  .

My 1203A 27th Oct. Defects developed in both 
condensers. Sailing delayed probably until 13th 
Nov. depending on tests.
(P.O.I.C. Belfast 1803A/11 to Admty.)

SABRE A  t v.b.A.M. 1451A/6. Para 2. Temporary repairs will be 
completed p.ra. tomorrow. Intend sailing SABRE 
from Lough Poyle at 1800A/12. Arriving Liverpool 
1400A/13. Speed limited to 11 knots.
(Cdre. Londonderry 1846A/11.)

K.M.S.3.
Shipping and Convoys.
Sailed LUNENB0RG to overtake convoy K.M.S.3. 
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 0536A/11.)

Q.P.15.
#

Your 2358/10 para (7) complied with.
(A.C.I.C. 0555A/11 to C. in C. H.P.)
My 2358/10. para five. 1750 tons oil fuel will be

available at Kola Inlet.
(C. in C. H.P. 1012A/11 to Capt. D.8.)
Comply with my 1754/10. Submarines are to proceed to waiting 

positions as follows - P.312 070° 28' 021° 50’.
P.216 070° 10* 021° 01'. UREDD 070° 55* 020° 10’.
Pinal patrol position will be signalled direct to submarines. 

(P.O.S. 1129A/11 to Capt. S.9.)
1. P.312 and P.216 proceed forthwith through following

positions.
(a) 067° 40' 009° 01’ E. (b) 069° 58* N 012° 59' E.
thence to following waiting positions - P.312 071° 28’ 021° 50’ E
P.216 071° 10’ 021° 01* E.
2. Total bombing restrictions to cover passage will be arranged.

/Submarines..
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Shipping and Convoys.
Q.P.15. Submarines are to dive by day when within 60
Contd. miles of Norwegian coast.

3. Final patrol positions will be signalled by 
F • 0. S •

(Capt. S.9. 1405A/11 to S/Ms.)
F.O.S's 1129/11. Request you sail UREDD at 1700A/11 routed 

as follows -
(A) 090° Out Skerries 5 miles.
(b ) 069° 38' N 009° 05' E. (C) 069° 59’ N 011° 50’ E, thence
waiting position 070° 54' N 020° 11' E.
(2) Total bombing restrictions will be arranged. S/M should 
proceed dived by day when within 60 miles of Norwegian coast. 

(Capt. S.9. 1429A/11 to S.O. S/M Lerwick.)
UREDD left Lerwick at 1712A/11 unescorted routed through 

positions A, B and C. thence waiting position 070° 54' N 020° 11'E 
on surface at C.Os discretion till within 60 miles of Norwegian 
coast, thence diving by day.

(S.O. S/M Lerwick 1715A/11 to S/Ms.) (F.O.S. 1732A/11 to Adm 
Positions of submarines at 0800A/12 and movements for the 

following 24 hours.
O. 15 vicinity of 75° N 08° E. Leaves patrol dawn 12th Nov. for 
Lerwick.
P. 312 64° 26' N 5° 40' E proceeding on the surface through 67° 40' 
N 09° 01' E.
P.216 63° 55' N 4° 48' E proceeding on the surface through 67° 40* 
N 09° 01' E.
UREDD 62° 16' N 1° 36' E proceeding on the surface through 67° 38' 
N 09° 05' E.

(F.O.S. 1814A/11 and 0046/12 to Admty.)
Your 1005/7 and F.O.S. 1754/10. Do the Russians intend to 

occupy Area 2A during passage of Q.P.15.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1907A/11 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)
Q.P. 15. Cruiser covering force. Object to provide cover 

against surface attack.
2. Convoy will sail at discretion of S.B.N.O. North Russia not 
earlier than 16th Nov. speed of advance 9 knots.
>3. Composition of force LONDON, SUFFOLK, FORESTER and 2 destroyer 
to be detailed by R.A.D. H.F.
4. Force is to reach cover-position when convoy crosses approx, 
longitude 025° E. Attention is called to N R C i para 31, but 
Force is not to proceed east of 010° E unless acting on 
information of enemy movements.5. Cruiser force is to return to Iceland (c) when convoy has 
crossed longitude 002° W unless enemy surface forces are in a 
position to attack.
6. Intend BERWICK to remain at Hvalfiord for present.
7. Request you issue necessary instructions to Cruiser Force.

(C. in C. H.F. 1909A/11 to C.S.l.)
0.15 is to be recalled to Lerwick after daylight tomorrow. 
(F.O.S. 1916A/11 to Capt. S.9.)
Leave patrol after daylight tomorrow through position 

(A) 072° 20' 008° 01' E. (B) 089° Out Skerries 5 miles, thence
Lerwick.
2. Proceed on surface at C.Os discretion and report time of 
passing through position (A).
3. H.Q.C.C. is requested to arrange total bombing restrictions 
between parallels 073° 30' and 070^ 30' and meridians 005° E and 
011° E from 0900A/12 until further notice.

(Capt. S.9. 2305A/11 to 0.15.)
____ ,iYour 1909/11 para 3. ONSLAUGHT, OBDURATE detailed.

(R.A.D. 2348/11 to C. in C. H.F.)
/Firth..
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1 1 .1 1 .1 9 4 2 .W ed nesday .

S h ip p in g  and C onvoys -  C o n td .
F i r t h  Y o u r 1 8 4 5 A /1 0 . C o n c u r .
o f  L o m e .  (c. i n  C. W.A. 0 9 3 0 A /1 1  t o  A d m ty .)N a v ig a t i o n
L i g h t s .

TJALDUR. R e q u e s t  y o u  w i l l  e s c o r t  TJALDUR to  T h o rs h a v e n
i n s t e a d  o f  S o r v a a g .
( N .O .I .C .  F a r o e s  1050A /11  t o  CASTLETON.)

HINDUSTAN. A dm ty. 1 7 1 0 A /1 0 . I n t e n d  s a i l i n g  HINDUSTAN sp e e d
12 k n o ts  a t  1 7 0 0 /1 1  to  H o ly h e a d  f o r  onw ard  c o n v o y  
to  M i l f o r d  H av en . E .T .A . H o ly h e a d  0 8 0 0 A /1 2 . 
(N .C .S .O . G re e n o c k  1 0 5 5 A /1 1 .)

O .N .S .1 4 2 . Y o u r 2 0 2 0 Z /9 . S o u th b o u n d  s h ip s  d i s p e r s e d  2 1 0 0 Z /1 0 , 
0 4 4 ° 15* N 039 ° 28* W, e x c e p t  JAARSTROOM, BELGIAN 
FISHERMAN i n s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l  t o  r e a c h  d e s t i n a t i o n .  

R e q u e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s .  BERMUDA s u g g e s te d  b u n k e r in g .  R e q u e s t  
r e b r o a d c a s t  o f  y o u r  1 8 3 5 Z /9 .
(FIREDRAKE 1 1 1 9 Z /1 1  to  A d m ty .)

LIMELIGHT My 1 0 4 8 /8 .  LIMELIGHT d e la y e d  16 h o u r s  d u e  to  f o g .
( F .O . I .C .  C a r d i f f  1244A /11  to  F .O . I .C .  G re e n o c k .)

SLEIPNER I F F  o u t  o f  a c t i o n .  No I  F F G uard  i n  
F .N . No.*63.
(VALOROUS 1328A /11  t o  C . i n  C. N o r e . )

/ ( z . ' X Z

My 1 3 0 5 A /4 . E a s tb o u n d  in d e p e n d e n t  s h ip .  F o l lo w in g  
c a s u a l t i e s  s u n k . (A)^JOHN LATLOD. (B ) WILLIAM 
CLARK. (C ) DEKABRIST. P o s s i b l y  su n k  RICHARD H. 
ALVEY. *" H  L a t H o H S  ^  w 9 ,

( 2 )  The 2 e x t r a  s h i p s  DALDORCH an d  BRIARWOOD r e c a l l e d  t o  I c e l a n d .
(S .B .N .O . A r c h a n g e l  1330A /5  to  ST. KENAN e t c . )
My 1 2 5 0 /2 8  p a r a  3 . The f o l l o w i n g  q u a n t i t i e s  o f  f u e l  o i l  w e re  

lo a d e d  i n t o  d o u b le  b o t to m  and  s p a r e  b u n k e r  t a n k s  o f  t h e  f o l l o w in g  
s h i p s  -  R .H . ALVEY 1285 to n s  a p p r o x .  JOHN WALKER 1285 to n s  approx  
HUGH WILLIAMSON 1231 to n s  a p p r o x .

(D .T .D . 1810A /11  t o  S .B .N .O . N o r th  R u s s i a . )

F .N .S63.

O p e r a t io n  
F B

E .N .6 1  M. 
W .N .60 S . 
(CONQUEROR)

A c t a s  A .A . e s c o r t  to  E .N .6 1  (M edium ) w h ic h  s a i l s  
f ro m  M e th i l  a t  1600  to m o rro w . C lo s e  e s c o r t s  
COVERLEY and  TARANTELLA. T r a n s f e r  t o  W .N .60 ( s lo w )  w h ic h  s a i l s  f ro m  L och  Ewe a t  1645  to m o rro w . C lo s e  
e s c o r t s  HORNPIPE, BERKSHIRE.
(C . i n  C. R o s y th  1 6 0 2 Z /1 1  t o  CONQUEROR.)

K .M .F .3 . R/V 1 2 0 0 Z /1 5  0 5 5 °  3 6 ' N 0 0 7 ° 3 5 ' W. R/V 1 20 0Z /1 6
0 5 4 °  00* N 014 ° 00* W.
(N .C .S .O . C ly d e  1759A /11  to  N .C .S .O . M e rs e y .)

S a i l e d  TOTLAND 2030A to d a y .  E .T .A . B a r  L i g h t  V e s s e l  1 4 3 0 A /1 2 . 
N .O .I .C .  L i v e r p o o l 's  1 4 1 2 /1 0  and  A.M. 1 2 2 2 /7  r e f e r .

( N .O .I .C .  L o n d o n d e r ry  2 1 0 0 A /1 1 .)
/A .M . 2 0 4 1 / 6 . . .
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K.M.F. 3.Contd.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys..
A.M. 2041/6. Para 1. US. BORINQUEN will take 
place of SS. ESPERANCE BAY.
(D.O.D. (E .) 2133A/11. )

M.K.P. 1. 
K.M.P.4.

Following are ports of destination in U.K. for 
vessels of M.K.P. 1. To Liverpool, DUCHESS OP 
BEDFORD, OTRANTO, DERBYSHIRE, SAMARIA, VICEROY OP 
INDIA, TEGELBERG, ANTENOR, MALOGA and VOLENDAM.Remainder to Clyde. x

2. Request you arrange for NIEUW ZEELAND to proceed to New York in G.U.F.I.
3. Vessels of M.K.F.l. except STRATHNAVER and MOOLTAN will be required for K.M.P.4, sailing approx, seven days after arrival 
U.K. i.e. 27 Nov. Request urgent confirmation that vessels will 
be able to maintain this turnround.
(D.S.T. 1807A/11 to P.S.T.O. X.F.)

LEINSTER. LEINSTER due Clyde about 20/11 is required to be ready to sail again on 27 Nov.
She will embark to full capacity at Tail of the 
Bank on 26 Nov and 27 Nov.
(D.S.T. 1816A/11.)

LLANSTEPHAN 
CASTLE. 
(D.S. 34. )

LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE due Clyde about 20/11 will 
comprise convoy D.S.34 sailing 28 Nov.
2. Vessel will embark to full capacity at Tail of the Bank on 27 Nov and 28 Nov.
(D.S.T. 1817A/11.)

O.N. 145. 
BURZA.

My P.C.S. at 1700Z/11 055° 35’ N 011° 38’ W, 274°, 
12 knots. Expect overhaul (?ships escorting)
O.N.145 at approx, midday 12th.
(BURZA 1831Z/11 to C.T.U. 24.1.3.)

H.M.62. H.M.62 presumed anchored west of Breaksea. 
Dense fog.
(N.C.S.O. Barry 1910A/11.)

Russian
M/VS
for
Iceland.

A.M. 1957/4 para 2. Recommend Russian Merchantmen 
should be sailed independently forthwith at 15 
hour intervals by the following route:
A. 73° 35' N 45° 35' E. B. 74° 53' N 27° 01’ E. 
C. 73° 42* N 19° 05* E. D. 73° 43* N 03° 48' W. 
E. 67° 21' N 8° 22* W. thence 068° Langanes 5

miles, and coastwise to Akureyri.2. Estimate enemy air effort will be on a reduced scale, but the 
submarine threat remains.3. It is advisable to cross meridian of Bear Island during 
darkness.4. Sailings should cease 24 hours before Q.P.15 sails.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1941A/11 and 1550A/12 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Operation "Torch" .
R/C of 
Spezzia.

P.R.U. Sortie C/600 dated 10th Nov. time 1315
hours shows:-
Spezzia:- No main units present. Minor units 
shows increase of two destroyers one of which

may be damaged and one T/B since 19th Sept, while four U-Boats 
departed. Naval units now present comprise two destroyers 350 
ft. both of which probably damaged three destroyers 280/300 ft. 
three T/Bs 240/260 ft. six U-Boats 200 ft. three of which in 
dry dock and one U-Boat 130 ft. Nine M.A.S. as well as usual 
auxiliary units. Merchant shipping shows increase of two M/Vs 
370 ft. one of which is damaged. Tanker 450 ft. and liner 
Mario Polo type are still present. one M/V 240 ft. seen 
approaching port.
Spezzia S/p/B:- Twelve Z506 B and three Z501 afloat.
Genoa:- Port not photographed.
(P.R.U. Benson, 0005A/11 to Admty., Air Min., Bomber, Coastal 
Fighter (int.), Army Co-operation Commands, Medmenham, 8th 
U.S.B.C.)

#AVENGER, Fly off up to 11 Hurricanes to R/V over ARGUS
ARGUS. at Bougie, 6 at 0730Z, 5 at 0830Z.

ARGUS modify this programme if it is not suitable. 
7 ” (N.C.E.N.T.F. , 0022Z/11 to AVENGER, (R) ARGUS,

S.O. 10th C.S.)
Your 0021Z (presumably 022/ll). Request surface A/S escort at 
entrance of swept channel at 0615? today Wednesday, 11 A/C cannot 
take off with overloaded tank and will have no running 
endurance left on arrival over ARGUS.
(? AVENGER, 0309Z/11 to N.C.E.N.T.F., (R) ARGUS, C.S.10.)

Operation Just received both landings will now be opposed.
'’Perpetual**. Adhere to original plans except all attacks at 

Bougie to Duff White.

Situation report. 01, 11th.
Have despatched 36 Inf. Bde. Group Assault (? Forces) to capture 
Bougie Port and Jijelli Aerodrome on morning 11 Nov. regardless 
of French opposition. Move on Bone postponed owing to 
uncertain French attitude and impossibility of assault landing 
from destroyers anywhere except defended harbour. Plan to 
carry out move on Bone by sea night 11th Nov. if French co
operating by then. Slight enemy bombing Maison Blanche. No 
damage.
(C.G. ?E.T.F. , 0040Z/11 to A.F.H.Q. C.P. , Abfer London, (r )
W.O., M.0.4, A.F.H.Q. , Adv. Gp. )

r /C of Photo R/C Toulon a.m. 10th Nov. STRASBOURG

(S.N.L.O. Sector D, 0036Z/11 to 81 F, 92 F 
94 F, 103 F, ships in company.)

Toulon.
*--A

and DUNKERQUE still in dock. PROVENCE has 
left dock. Other changes since 9th Nov. One 
6" cruiser has docked and 2 submarines have left. 
(D.D.I.C., 0055A/11 to N.C.X.F., F.O.C.N.A., S.O. 
Force H, C. in G. Med., V.A. Malta, R.A.A.H.F., 
N.C.E.N.T.F., N.C.C.N.T.F. )N.C.C.N.T.F. )

/Following ..
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Operation "Torch" - Contd.

Following from C.T.F.34 "Desire Patron 73 and 
92 arrive early 12th Nov. Report if field 
will be ready. Have U.S.S.^BARNEGAT and 
CONTESSA entered. Comnaveu pass to Coraatrons
72 and 93, Cominch, C. in C. Lant and N.C.X.F. 
1116Z/10". Pass to Admiral Bieri from McAdam. 
This is not clear as to destination of Squadron
73
(D.S.O., 0100A/11 to N.C.X.F. )* *4

i J -
Th o m o *. Cancel my 1945/10 (N.T. in W.R. ) Have made good
, . ' 6 knots. E.T.A. 000° Algiers 12 at 0500 passing
**"*' ftfc *4^, 4*4 through 000° Algiers 20.

(WISHART, 0125Z/11 to N.C.E.N.T.F., (R) N.C.X.F., 
S.O. Force H, N.O.I.C. Algiers, HENGIST.)

Aircraft 1st C47 left Gibraltar 0014/llth Nov. rest
for Algiers. follows at intervals.

(Gibraltar, 0220/11 to Algiers W/T.)
39 C47s coming at first light to Maison Blanche 
and 18 Bisleys to Blids.
(7N.C.X.F., 0715A/11 to N.C.E.N.T.F.)

1 unknown vessel bearing 090° 2 miles course 
080° position LBDW 1005.
(VERITY, 0233Z/11 to Gib. Port Wave.)
My 0233Z. 1 unknown is friendly.
(VERITY, 0300Z/11 to Gib. Port Wave.)

RODNEY. Return to off Oran where (? troops) will be
 ̂ relieved

^  A  - (S.0.C.n !t .F., 0338/11 to RODNEY, (R) S.O. Force
t n .C.X.F., "Torch" Naval Force".)
When escort is relieved at 1200 proceed (? rejoin) Force H 
north of Algiers.

(N.C.C.T.F. , 0821Z/11 to RODNEY, (R) S.O. Force H, N.C.X.F.) 
Cancel my 1921/10.
(C.C.N.T.F., 0628/11 to RODNEY.)
RODNEY with FARNDALE, AVON VALE, PUCKERIDGE, CALPE in 

company will pass through 036° 45* N. 000° 20' E. at 1530Z/llth 
Nov. Course 70° speed 16 knots. Unless R/V is received 
intend to reverse course at 0001Z/I2th Nov. and to be in 037°
20’ N. 003° 00’ E. at 0630Z/12.

(RODNEY, 1231Z/11 to S.O. Force H.)

375. My 0120/12 (sic). GLAISDALE sailed at 
0353Z/12 (sic).
(F.O.C.N.A., 0348Z/11 to VINDICTIVE, (R) 
ALBRIGHTON, Admty., GLAISDALE, MARNE, PRESCOTT, 
SALVONIA, VENOMOUS.)

/Your • • •
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Operation '♦Torch” - Contd.
Your 1859A/10. All available landing craft 
tanks are required as soon as possible. 
(N.C.E.N.T.F. , 0545Z/11 to N.G.X.F. )
Your 1848Z/10. Landing ships tanks are not 
required for present as no berths are available. 
(N.C.E.N.T.F., 0558Z/11 to N.C.X.F.}

Request your P.C. and S.
(VANOC, 0604Z/11 to SCYLLA.)

My 2256/10. Following proceed Mers-el-Kebir 
K.27, K.34, K.(?24), K.32, K.39 remainder to 
Arzeu.
(C.N.T.F., 0607Z/11 to Escort of Convoy K.M.S.2, 
••Torch" Naval B’orce.)

Intercept at 0508 G.M.T. de GLVX S S S S 36° 
N. 00° 24’ W. VICEROY OF INDIA torpedoed. 
(Port Patrick Radio, 0608/11 to Navycharge, 
Greenock.)

VANSITTART and tug are being sent to assist. VICEROY 
should be towed to Arzeu if possible.

VICEROY OF 
INDIA.

(S.O.C.N.T.F., 0732Z/10 to BOADICSA, (r ) N.C.X.F.) 
VICEROY OF INDIA sunk in 036° 24' N. 000° 35' W. have

425 survivors on board am proceeding to Gibraltar.
(BOADICEA, 0803Z/11 to N.C.C.N.T.F., (R) VANSITTART, 
N.C.X.F., F.O.C.N.A.)

26'

Operation Landing at Duff White unopposed. Bougie signal
"Perpetual". station in Vitedus (has been?) entered. Offer

was ignored. "*AWATEA approaching Bougie.
Previous Jelli (?Ji;jelli) landing impossible 
owing to swell. * 5̂3, VSV.

(S.N.O.L. Sector D, 0621Z/11 to S.O.E.N.T.F.)
Two destroyers have entered port to try and ascertain 

whether offer of entry into port was genuine. Duff White 
beach only was used. Am closing into the port with both 
convoy and (coorupt group). About (group missed) military 
have (group missed) delay in Duff ’White beach.

(S.N.O.L. Sector D, 0755Z/11 to S.O.E.N.T.F., (R) C.S.10.)
Garrison Commander Bougie has agreed ship* s anchoring in 

bay and landing any troops and material in the port and taking 
(? over) airfield. He wishes to remain neutral and French 
Municipal Authorities to remain in control. Both convoys 
proceeding into bay now.

(S.N.L.O. Sector D, 0925Z/11 to S.O.E.N.T. F. , (R) 10th C.S.)
Am sending*WILTON into Bougie harbour to investigate.
(C.S.10, 0712Z/11 to S.O.E.N.T.F., (r ) S.N.O.L. Sector D.)
Landing Bougie successful and unopposed. Swell prevented 

landing at Jijelli.
(? S.O. Inshore Squadron, 0815Z/11 to N.C.X.F.)
(? Italian) A/C carried out R/C of Bougie (? at) 0738Z.
(C.S. 10, 0816/11 to S.O.E.N.T.F.) X ^  * £

/Capitulation ...
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Capitulation French Army Forces Casablanca capitulated 0700/ 
of Casablanca. 11th Nov. No information yet available regard 

ing Naval Forces.
N.C.X.F. pass to C. in C. U.S. Fleet, C. in C. 

Atlantic Fleet, C. in C. L(ant?).
(N.C.W.N.T.F., 0738Z/11 to N.C.X.F.)
French Array Forces Casablanca capitulated 0700/llth Nov. 
(Gibraltar, 0928/11 to Algiers W/T.)

Operation 2 destroyers are to be detailed to return to
"Perpetual". Algiers by 1600Z to escort STRATHNAVER if they

require fuel they are to oil from ENNERDALE on 
arrival.

(N.C.E.N.T.F., 0805Z/11 to BICESTER, (fi) S.N.O.L.D., C.S.10, 
KARAN JA.)
STRATHNAVER sailing 1900Z tonight with orders to adjust speed 
to arrive Hatton 0500Z/12 routed 6 miles off all salient points. 
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn., 1702Z/11 to S.N.O.L.D.) U — yb. * *'3

Your 0554. Remain at Algiers.
(SCYLLA, 0815Z/11 to*AVENGER, (R) C.S.10, 
N.C.E.N.T.F. , ARGUS. ) ̂  h i+u t ix

CADMUS SHEFFIELD and CADMUS were in collision glancing
damaged. impact at 0411/11. CADMUS bows damaged. She

reports she can operate normally in calm weather 
but temporary repairs are necessary before ship 

is fit for rough weather. SHEFFIELD'S damage only above upper 
deck and her efficiency is unimpaired.
(C.S.10, 0823Z/11 to N.C.E.N.T.F., (R) S.O. Force H, N.C.X.F.)

Signal whether sea conditions Algiers Bay 
likely to be suitable Sunderland morning 12th. 
(A.O.C., 0830Z/11 to BULOLO.)

Have attacked enemy with depth charges and 
estimate no hits.
(A/G call sign TK7, Duty *B*, 0830Z/11 Gib. 
M/F d/F (Malta Command).)

Letter to Petain, Hitler has announced orders 
given to ? occupy South France and Corsica. 
(Algiers W/T, 0840Z/11 to Gibraltar W/T.)

From Eisenhower to Anderson for General Clark. 
Every task I assign to you is done better than 
I could perform it. You are handling difficult 
situation beautifully. Without waiting longer 
I am requesting G.C.M. to act in your case.

/Hitler • • •
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Hitler has broadcast a notice stating that his 
army is occupying Southern France and that terms 
of Armistice no longer apply under these 
conditions. Darlan, Juin, and Giraud should 
all telephone promptly to Admiral Esteva at 
Tunis urging him to seize all Axis personnel 

and equipment, declare for us and hold on while we rush air, 
supplies and troops to his assistance.
We have a big chance here and should exploit to the full.
Urge necessity of all French getting together with us and 
building up a formidable force to whip the Axis.
Tell Darlan to get the (? fleet) to Gibraltar.
Acknowledge.
(N.C.X.F. , 0841Z/U to C. G. E.N.T. F. )

S/Ms. Re-dispose S/M as you consider most effective
to cut Axis communications with Bizerta, Tunis 
and East Tunisian Ports. Possible movements 
of Italian Fleet to westward need to be catered 
for.
(N.C.X.F., 0927Z/11 to Capt. (s) 10, C. in C. 
MED., V.A. Malta, Capt. (s) 8, Capt. (S) 1.)

LEEDSTOWN, 2 Messages. 1500Z/10. (Begins): LEEDSTOWN
^THOMAS STONE. sank in about 20 fathoms. Captain and survivors 

uu* in Algiers» Casualties believed light. My
“r * *  f 1148/9th now find landing craft crews of THOMAS 

STONE are in Algiers but ship is not. Unable to ascertain her 
whereabouts. Bombing and/or torpedo plane attacks continue 
morning and evening. Message 1904Z/10. (Begins): Casualties
in ex-LEEDSTOWN light mostly consisting of firemen on watch. 
Expect accurate check tomorrow. No Army casualties but 90?£ 
of cargo went down with ship.
(Coratransdiv, 0949Z/11 to Comdre. U.S.N. Force in Europe,
Navy Dept., Comamphorlant.)

GARLINGE. Understand navy (? collier) (?G)AR(?LIN)E
(corrupt group) sank. Request substitute as 
soon as possible.
(Cdre. Algiers, 1 ? /ll to N.C.X.F., (r ) F.O.C.N. 
A., F.O.C. Inshore Sqdn.)

Jijelli. When will Jijelli be occupied and when will
petrol be available.
(3.0.E.N.T.F., 1000Z/11 to KARANJA.)

Servicing Commando, R.A.F. and petrol must be on Jijelli 
aerodrome by daylight 12th. KARANJA pass to 36 Brigade.

(78 Division, 1045/11 to 36 3rigade.)
6 (? officers) 60 O.Rs. and 50 tons stores ex Maison 

Blanche 10th Nov. for Jijelli on PEN3T0NE. M.B.J. have been 
disembarked at Bougie owing to rough sea at Jijelli. Request 
sufficient transport and rations be despatched at earliest 
opportunity.

(M.L.O. Bougie, 1400Z/11 to BULOLO.)

/Proceed • • •
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Proceed with moderate despatch to join Force H 
routed 82.80 12.19 as ordered by S.O. Force H. 
(N.C.X.F. , 1010Z/U to D.S. ISAAC SV/EERS, 
PORCUPINE, (R) F.O.C.N.A., Caot. S.8, S.O. Force

off Tunisia. magnetic mines in entrance to Bizerta and Tunis

t-M- k and MONARCH OF BERMUDA to U.K. routed through
/ r ' ' ' A. 36° 16' N. 09° 20' W. B. 40° 20' N. 17° 10’ W 

C. 43° 00' N. 18° 15’ W. then as ordered by Admty. S. of A.
16 knots.
(N.C.X.F., 1041Z/11 to NORFOLK, (R) Admty., CUMBERLAND, F.O.I.C. 
Gibraltar, D.17, S.8, ORIBI, OFFA, C.S. Gibraltar.)

Sitrep No.4 1. Naval operations proceeding according to

2. Algiers. Armistice continues, no reported change in troop 
dispositions. General Clark conferred with French officials 
who have ordered French land, sea, and air forces in Tunisia, 
Algeria, and Morocco, to cease hostilities. Algiers port 
being opened with French co-operation.
3. Oran. During early morning hours 1st Divn. and Combat 
Command B closed on city for final assault. Co-ordinated 
attack was scheduled for Q730Z. At 1111Z elements of Combat 
Command B were in city. At 1200Z Oran capitulated. General 
Fredendall received surrender at 1230Z. Battleship bombarded 
Ft. Santon, while destroyer FARNDALE supported east flank of 
army with gunfire. Entrance to harbour blocked by sinking 
3 ships. Salvage vessels sailed to Oran.
4. Unloading continues at Mehedia, Fedala, Safi. Beach heads 
extended. French naval units in Casablanca still resisting. 
Western Naval Task Force continues to support army.
5. Air. Gibraltar. 34 A/S sorties 2 sightings, 1 attacked, 1 
Hudson crashed off Oran, crew saved. 24 U.S. Spitfires 
dispatched to Oran, 7 R,A.F. Hurricanes and 6 Swordfish to 
Algiers, 37 U.S. Troop Carriers conveyed in British paratroops 
and 4 Fortresses arrived from U.K. 2 P.R.U. sorties unsuccess
ful, due weather. 1 Beaufighter reconnaissance of Casablanca 
area successful.

3 cruisers, 4 destroyers approaching you. 
(Capt. (S) 10, 1010A/11 to UNA, (r ) N.C.X.F.)

'^OTRANTO S S S S 36° 42' N. 1° 34’ W. Attacked two
attacked. torpedoes passed astern.
6y i l . j y  (OTRANTO, 1035 G.M.T./ll.)

l — ». fa .t* .*  &

Mines to 90. Request you will arrange with A.O.C. Malta
be laid for aircraft minelaying if possible, with

priority Tunis, tonight 11th Nov. Mines should 
not be sterilized.
(N.C.X.F., 1040Z/11 to V.A. Malta, (r ) Admty.)

Force Q 91. Force Q sail at 1600/11 and escort BATORY

to 2400/10. plan. Some losses due to enemy submarines and
air action. First follow up convoys entered 
Med.

/Algiers



MUST SECRET

• 451
I

War Diary.
11.11.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation “Torch” - Contd.

Algiers. Axis air activity on reduced scale, 
own source 1, probably 1 damaged. 68 R.A.F. 
fighters serviceable at end of day.
Oran. 20 C.47 Troop carriers with U.S.Parachute 
Infantry being prepared for move to Algiers.

No other Air Situation Report received.
Casablanca Area. 43 U.S. land based fighters landed port 
Lyautey from aircraft carrier.
(Commandeth Gibraltar, 1121Z/11 to A.F.H.Q.)

Sitrep No.4 
to 2400/10. 
(Contd.)

f

My 1203Z/10 not to F.O. Oran. Army Coaster 
ALPERO failed to sail in T.E.3.
Leaving Gibraltar 1400Z escorted by WOODSTOCK 
routed through 70 2 speed of advance 8 knots, 
E.T.A. position 2 1700Z/12.
WOODSTOCK is to return to Gibraltar on arrival 
at swept channel.
(N.C.X.F., 1123Z/11 to F.O. Oran, (R) N.C.C.N. 
T.F. , F.O.C.N.A. , Capt. (S) 8.)

WOODSTOCK. My 1107/llth on completion of task return to
Gibraltar. Route through 93 13 8. 8. of A.
12 knots.
(N.C.X.F., 1127Z/11 to WOODSTOCK.)

SOBIESKI. Alter course forthwith to pass through 036° 22*
N. 001° 34' W. thence direct to Gibraltar. 
(N.C.X.F., 1131Z/11 to SOBIESKI, (R) S.O. Inshore 
Squadron.)

Your 1116Z/10th. When do you desire V.P. 
Squadron to arrive and at what fields. 
(N.C.X.F., 1133Z/11 to N.C.W.N.T.F.)

U/B sunk by 
URSULA.

10000 tons D.E.M.8. unknown nationality course 
and speed (?250^ 13 painted grey similar IBOQ

Ly (LIGURIA) in 366 42' 01° 46* at 1200A possibly 
tr* f t c o n n e c t e d  with 2 - 500 tons (? U-Boats) one of 

*
connected with 2 - 500
which I sank at 1041A. __ _ _

f# * ^(URSULA, 1200A/11 to F.O.C.N.A., (R 
vjP' Naval Cdre. X.F., (? s/ms on PatrolNaval Cdre. X.F.,

tons (? U-Boats 
All torpedoes expended.

Capt. S .8,l )
Forenoon Tunis no shipping La Goulette blocked. Bizerta
visuals 11th two submarines, three medium merchant ships, four 
November. torpedo boats block ship not completely effective

Naples, cloudy. Augusta, cloudy. Messina 
Taranto no change. Ferryville one large 

destroyer, one submarine.
2. Three cruisers, four destroyers 037° 48' N. 015° 16’ E. 
course N. 25 knots at 0900.
(V.A. Malta, 1244A/11 to N.C.X.F., (R) N.C.E.N.T.F. , N.C.C.N. 
T.F., S.O. Force H, V.A.C.N.A., C. in C. Med., Admty.)

/NIEUW ...
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S S S S NIEUW ZEELAND 35° 36* 4° 50' torpedoed. 
(NIEUW ZEELAND, No T.0.0.)
Proceed with all despatch to pick up survivors 
of torpedoed ship in 035° 59' N. 003° 45' »V. 
Hudson co-operating.

(N.C.X.F., 1210Z/11 to D.S. ISAAC SWEEPS, PORCUPINE, (r )
S.O. Force H, N.C.C.N.T.F.)
Over sinking ship position 035° 59' N. 003° 45' W.
(A/C TR1T, 1250Z/11 to Gibraltar d/F 1k/F (Malta Command).) 
Intercept at 1203 G.M.T. de Gibraltar Radio. SSSS de 

PFKR (NIEUW ZEELAND) unread 35.64 4.50 torpedoed.
(Port Patrick Radio, 1303/11 to Navycharge, Greenock.) 
ALBRIGHTON is to escort NIEUW ZEELAND in tow tug SALVONIA 

-s»to Gibraltar. *"ISAAC SWEERS and-*PORCUPINE are to carry out an 
A/S search breaking off in time R/V with S.O. Force H a.m. 12th 
as ordered by S.O. Force H. n  *u*.xh/*— /*

(N.C.X.F., 1311Z/11 to ISAAC SWEERS, (R) PORCUPINE, A.O.C. 
Gibraltar, Capt. S.8, F.O.C.N.A., Force H, ALBRIGHTON.)
(? Corrupt group) NIEUW ZEELAND has sunk. Pick up 

survivors. Aircraft circling. Position 035° 59' N. 003°
45' W .
--^  (N.C.X.F., 1525Z/11 to PORCUPINE ?) **

C.S.10. '^AVENGER with 4 fast merchant ships escorted by
2 destroyers will be sent to R/V with you in 
037° (?00') N. 002° (?15') E. at 2130Z/l2th.

On AVENGER joining, sail for (? Gibraltar). SCYLLA and 
CHARYBDIS being detached to join Force H.

(S.O. Inshore Sqdn., 1343Z/11 to C.S.10, (r ) N.C.X.F.,
5.0. Force H.) #
Your 1343/11. R/V further west at daylight on 13th is 

most desirable owing to danger of making R/V after dark in 
waters where U-Boats are operating.
2. Force 0 has been attacked by torpedo aircraft at late dusk 
for fourth night in succession and I would prefer to be further 
west tomorrow night.
3. SCYLLA and CHARYBDIS had at 0800/11 44 and 46 per cent oil 
fuel remaining respectively.
4. SCYLLA has IBIi survivors on board, t— A. t+bu.

(C.S.10, 1833Z/11 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn., (r ) N.C.X.F.,
5.0. Force H.)

All L.C.T. and 18th trawler group are to be 
sailed to join T.(?E) 3 for passage to Algiers. 
{N.C.X.F., 1401Z/11 to N.C.C.N.T.F., (r ) F.O.I.C. 
(? Oran), F.O. Inshore Sqdn., Cdre. Algiers, 
AUBRETIA. )

A

French Personal for V.A. Syfret. Endeavours are being
Fleet. made to get French Fleet to leave Toulon and

proceed to Gibraltar. Visual R/C today shows 
bulk still in harbour.
If met they should not be treated as hostile unless they commit 
a hostile act.
(N.C.X.F., 1441/11 to S.O. Force H.)

/PRINSES . . .



MOST SECRET

453
War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

11.11.1942.
Wednesday.

Operation "Torch" - Contd.
My 1911/lOth ERINSES BEATRIX is to be sailed to 
(corrupt group) Algiers by 2300/12. She is to 
take all British military and other personnel 
for Algiers no longer required at X and Y 

beaches. Report in due course personnel (? for) (2 groups 
missing) Algiers remaining your beaches. Acknowledge. 
(N.C.C.T.F., 1453/11 to S.N.Ls X and Y, (r ) PRINSES BEATRIX.)

PRINSES
BEATRIX.

R/C of Dakar P.R.U. 0900/11 no change major unit.
Dakar. (R.A.W.Af., 1517Z/11 to Admty., N.G.X.F.,

W.N.T.F., Air H.Q. Gibraltar.)

TON 7 para. 10 (A). N o further ships are to be 
sailed independently.
(N.C.X.F., 1528Z/11 to N.C.C.N.T.P., Cdre. 
Algiers.)

BLAOKFISH 
(on patrol 
off Dakar)
^ /> . 4  4

Request you will inform R.A.W.A. estimated date 
for BLACKFISH to leave patrol and route by which 
you intend her to withdraw until latitude 20.00 
N. is reached after which route will be ordered
by N.C.X.F.
(N.C.X.F., 1542Z/11 to N.C.W.N.T.F., (R) R.A.W.A., 
Admty. )

ANTELOPE. Join escort of fast convoy proceeding Gibraltar
at 1700 today Wednesday.
(S.O.C.N.T.F., 1620/11 to ANTELOPE, (R) BRILLIANT)

Brief 
situation 
report for 
area west 
of Algiers 
2002Z/11.
S/Ms expected.

(1) K.M.F.2, 36° 23’ 00° 06' W. through 89 thence 
to Algiers 13.
(2) T.E.3 36° 07* 03° 52’ W. through 70 7.
(3) K.M.S.2, 36° 37’ 00° 51* E. to Algiers 7.
(4) T.E.3, 36° 49’ 01° 41’ E. to Algiers 7.
(5; WOODSTOCK, one merchant ship 36® 05’ 04° 30' 
W. through 70 and 2 to Oran 8.
(6) ISAAC SWEERS, PORCUPINE from vicinity of 
35® 57’ 03® 45' W. through 82 80 and 12. 
(N.C.X.F., 1630Z/11 to S. and A. in Area G.)

/ /  n-iTo > 4 .jTx

Hatton landing progressing unopposed. Garrison 
Commander will remain neutral with French 
Municipal authorities co-operating in control. 
Airfield handed over to us. STRATENAVER sails 
for Hatton tonight with balance of troops and stores. t.

(2) Hayfield landing from*A¥/ATEA prevented by weather. These
troops transferred Hatton. * ^  ̂
(3) Flagship party delayed here last night. Sailing tonight in 
LAMERTON, WHEATLAND.
(4) Unloading progressing satisfactorily. No westward sailings 
tonight. Sailing fast and slow convoys Thursday night.

Situation 
report 
1630/11th.
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y 4./(5) Arrival P.217^THOMAS STONE in tow WISHART 

and sidSr DAY both a.m. today, T.E.l p.ra. 10th.
(6) Flares and suspected aerial minelaying in
anchorage during night lOth/llth, sweeps still 
negative. *
(7) Force 0 attacked 10 miles north of port 

dusk 10th with bombs and aerial torpedoes. ARGUS 2 bomb hits, 
still serviceable, some fighters destroyed. IBIS hit by bomb 
and aerial torpedo, capsized and sunk. Survivors 5 officers
98 ratings. C.O. died of wounds. Destroyer shot down one 
aircraft. .
(8) LORD NUFFIELD*s U-Boat was not one attacked by WILTON.
(S.O. I.S. , 1652Z/11 to N.G.X.F.)

Situation 
report 
1630/11th. 
(Contd.)

Provide protection against surface attack on 
Arzeu anchorage during dark hours as arranged 
by JAMAICA. At daylight destroyers join A/S 
patrol and cruisers anchor.
(N.C.C.T.F., 1700Z/11 to BOREAS, BULLDOG, BEAGLE, 
JAMAICA, AURORA.)

Naval My 1447/11 not to all addressees.
Aircraft. It is requested that the following changes in

squadrons may be made before VICTORIOUS leaves 
for U.K.

809 with 6 Fulmars and 832 with 6 Albacores from VICTORIOUS 
to FORMIDABLE. 884 with 6 Seafire from VICTORIOUS to Gibraltar. 
FORMIDABLE to reorganise 820 and 832 squadrons into two of nine 
Albacores each. VICTORIOUS to reorganise 817 squadron into 
twelve Albacore.
Nominal lists to be forwarded by air mail as soon as possible. 
Any surplus aviation spirit not required for the passage home 
is to be landed at Gibraltar.
(D.O.D.(F), Approved A.C.N.S.(F), 1700A/U to N.C.X.F., (R) 
VICTORIOUS, FORMIDABLE, R.A.(A) H.F.)

Following received from N.C.C.T.F. (Begins). 
Operation "Reservist” Captain F.T. Peters R.N. 
slightly wounded. Lt.-Cdr. G.S. Elliot R.N.R. 
of HARTLAND unhurt. Lt.-Cdr. P.C. Meyrick R.N. 
missing believed killed. Approx. 150 survivors. 
Details as soon as possible. 2207/10. (Ends).
(2) Next of kin not informed.
(N.C.X.F., 1706Z/11 to Adrnty., (R) Adrnl. Ramsay.)

• ' i  * / }  . M> J

S/M Situation (1) P.54, 36° 33’ N. 02° 38' W. URSULA 36° 
W. Meditn. 42’ N. 01° 58' W. both on surface 8-g- knots
2000Z/11. proceeding to Gibraltar 10 (as received) off

the coast of Spain.
(2) P.51, P.222, P.228 off Toulon.

(3) STURGEON 36d 36' N. 02° 17’ diving by day 2 knots on 
surface by night 9 knots through 180° de Gata 5 and 135 Cape 
Palos 5.
(4) CLYDE 37° 53’ N. 08° 01’ E. diving by day 2 knots on
surface by night llj knots course 295°. *----
(N.C.X.F., 1709Z/11 to S. and A. in Area G.)

/Your 1832 ...
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Your 1832z/llth convoy will now rendezvous in 
position 037° 00’ N. 000° 40’ W. at 0700Z Friday 
13th.
(F,0. Inshore Sgn., 1729Z/11 to F.O.C. 10, (r ) 
N.G.X.F., S.O. Force H.)

(1) Bougie assault successful and unopposed 
Jijelli assault frustrated by swell.
(2) Algiers. Organisation of port proceeding 
satisfactorily and air defence impressive.

(3) Oran. Surrendered but port partially blocked by sunken 
ships. Ports of Arzeu and Mers-el-Kebir being used.
(4) Casablanca. Army capitulated but no confirmation of 
Navy’s attitude. Two Vichy destroyers made sortie on 10th 
Nov. but both retired after sharp engagement under cover of 
JEAN BART. One damaged. Unloading over beaches delayed by 
casualties to craft. Air r /C shows two ships sunk at Lyautey 
but Casablanca apparently clear.
(5) Ref. para. 3 of Situation Report No.6. These survivors 
were from an Italian U-Boat which surrendered to LORD NUFFIELD 
in position 235 Cape Caxine 12. U-Boat sank.
(6) ^VICEROY OF INDIA and NIEUW ZEELAND routed independently 
Algiers to Gibraltar sunk by U-Boat in 36° 26’ N. 00° 24' W. and 
35° 59’ N. 03° 45* W. respectively. *
(8) Discharge of fast assault convoys expected complete p.m.
11th and slow assault convoys p.m. 12th.
(9) IBIS hit by aircraft torpedo at 1002/10 ten miles north of 
Algiers capsized immediately and sank. 6 officers and 96 
ratings saved but captain has since died.
(N.C.X.F., 1731Z/11 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta, 
V.A. Gibraltar, B.A.D. , A.F.H.Q. )

War Diary.

Situation 
report No.7.

Afternoon
visuals.

1. Taranto, Naples, Palermo no change.
2. Messina 5 cruisers, 4 destroyers.
(V.A. Malta, 1735A/11 to N.C.X.F., (R) N.C.E.N. 
T.F., N.C.C.N.T.F., S.O. Force H, C. in C. Med. 
F.O.C.N.A. , Admty.)

Air attack 
on Bougie. 

*AWATEA 
destroyed. 
CATHAY 
destroyed. 
ROBERTS 
damaged.

My 1740Z/11. 
when last seen 
damage and 
unexploded

Heavy bombing attack on ships in harbour L.S.I. 
(L) AWATEA hit (corrupt groups) on fire whilst 
leaving. CATHAY and ROBERTS seriously damaged 
and on fire. Further details following.
One plane shot down.
(S.N.O.L.D., 1740Z/11 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn.) 
AWATEA on fire forward alongside CARB. PENTSTEMON 
unable subdue fire have taken off ship’s company. 
(PENTSTEMON, 1810Z/11 to S.O. Inshore Sadn.,
(R) S.N.O.L.D.)
BICESTER, WILTON were in company with AWATEA 
on fire forward. CATHAY in tow underwater 

making water fast. Bomb hit on forecastle and 
bomb in pantry. Extent of damage in ROBERTS not

yet known yet TYNWALD standing by. 
(S.N.O.L.D., 1824Z/11 to S.O. Inshore Sqdn. )

/AWATEA 7
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Air attack 
on Bougie. 

*AWATEA 
destroyed. 
CATHAY 
destroyed. 
ROBERTS 
damaged. 
Contd.

* s

Operation "Torch" . - .
AWATEA bombed 3 times and set on fire about 
1700Z/11 off Bougie harbour have 26 survivors 
PENTSTEMON between 2 and 300 and MULL 3 boat loads. 
PENTSTEMON and BICESTER went alongside but unable 
to subdue flames in forward hold which spread aft. 
Ship now in approx. 310° Cape Carbon 2 (?drifting) 
towards shore. Estimate will be a total loss. 

>BICESTER and*WILTON are searching for surivors 
both then closing KARANJA. * S— . p w y , ys"^ • w w u u  uiioix * * * * *  p t *  ■>

A / . 4  £*3 (BICESTER 1840Z/11 to Algiers W/T. S.O. Inshore 
Sqdn. (R) N.C.X.F. S.N.O.L. Sector D.)

About 1700/11 ROBERTS was hit by (?one) or probably 2 bombs. 
Casualties about 7 dead, 12 seriously injured,24 minor injuries. 
Numbers approx. Names and official numbers will be signalled as 
soon as known. Damage so far ascertained a hole in (?port) 
(?side) above armour about 10 feet by 6 feet flat above machinery 
space wrecked funnel up take hole number 5 Oerlikon gone 
considerable damage to superstructure amidships, ship completely 
steamable after minor repairs particularly to up take and 
ventilating also after hole side has been made seaworthy.

(ROBERTS 2245Z/11 to S.O. Inshore Sqdn. (R) Admty. N.O.I.C.
Bougie. N.C.X.F. F.O.C.N.A. C.S.10.)

Your 1445Z/11. Vehicles are to land X beach.
Do not sail M T ships or escorts without further 
orders.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1757Z/11 to (?S.N.0.L.) X.)

Following are local facilities available. Oil fuel 
PACIFIC EXPORTER, DERWENTDALE both flying destroyer 
flags. Before leaving PACIFIC EXPORTER (800 tons) 
bread JAMAICA limited ready use of supply.
Potatoes., certain large personnel ships have 
stocks.
2. Ships should take early advantage of P.Es 
fresh water since ships will sail shortly. 
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1806/11 to Escorts of Convoys 
K.M.F.l. K.M.F.2. K.M.S.l. K.M.S.2.)

Following are ports of destination in U.K. for 
troopships of M.K.F.l. To Liverpool DUCHESS OF 
BEDFORD. * OTRANTO. DERBYSHIRE. X VICEROY OF INDIA 
and TEGELBERG. Remainder to Clyde.

2. Request you arrange for NIEUW ZEELAND to proceed to New York
in G.U.F. 1. 1—̂ a. /b . VSS" yv ^
3. Vessels of M.K.F.l. except^STRATHNAVER and MOOLTAN will be 
required for K.M.F.4 sailing approx, seven days after arrival 
U.K. i.e. 27th Nov. Request urgent confirmation that vessels 
will be able to maintain this turnround.
(D. of S.T. 1807A/11 to P.S.T.O.X.F. ) V , , /« *

Convoy
M.K.F.l.

«»» fa  ̂if. sT

/Special..
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Eight estimated Casablanca to Gibraltar.
7 W. Med. Admty. also reports approx. 27 Italians 
vicinity invasion area.
9 Southbound off Portugal. 3 homeward. 38° N 18°W. 
45° N 17° W. 46° N 20° W. 4 Northbound.
05° N 17° W. 06° N 21° W. 27° N 21° W.
32° N 20° W. Refuelling sub. near 49° 10* N 

25° W by D/F 0900Z/11. Possible enemy supply ship or tanker 
48° 30’ N 24° W by poor D/F 0058Z/11. 1 Westbound 52° N 20° W.
6 not recently located E of Azores. Possibly 2 vicinity Dakar.
1 13° 30' N 25° W by poor D/F 2114Z/10. 1 10° 50' N 20° 30' W 
by poor D/F 2247Z/10. 3 patrolling 03° N 08° W. 03° N 06° W 
02° N 03° W. (FRDN)(as received) attack and sinking 8 Nov.
Total Atlantic area 98.
Weather forecast Atlantic Coast Morocco Wed. and Thur. Partly 
cloudy to cloudy. Winds Nly. becoming N.E. 14 knots slightly 
decreasing visibility 12 miles. Base low clouds 3000 ft. Swell 
North mod. to slight. Azores 0000Z Wed. swell N.N.E. 2 to 3 ft. 
period 8 seconds sea slight.
(Cominch 1809/11 to Admty. T.F.34. C.T.F.38. C.T.F.39. (R)
Cinclant. C.T.F.30.)

Special
U-Boat
estimate
east
of 26° W.
Weatherforecast.

Bougie Situation at 1800/11. Have occupied Bougie with
occupied. Brigade group less personnel of*STRATHNAVER.

Disembarkation of vehicles slow and hampered by 
constant attack. Population apathetic and 

terrified. Your 1815/11 part one received. Your 1000A/11 
received. Advance delayed by lack of transport.
(36 Infantry Brigade 1820Z/11 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn. pass to 38 
Division.) * -  /<. A~y<

In view of ABERDEEN requiring refit and loss of 
IBIS a relief is required when ABERDEEN sails with 
M.K.S.l. In order to avoid breaking into 40th 
E.G. propose to retairi*PELICAN. Intend to sail 
LOWESTOFT shortly after temporary repairs. 
(N.C.X.F. 1828Z/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C. W.A. )

*  A *  U-Lu..

ITHURIEL C. in C. H.F. 1511A/10. Is there any objection to
retaining ITHURIEL for H.F. I should then like 
to keep MILNE to provide a second Capt. D in 
Force H.
(N.C.X.F. 1828Z/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C. H.F.)

R/C of P.R.U. Gib/Wl/11 Nov. Sortie G 236 1137/11. shows
Toulon. on cloudy distant oblique photos Toulon. Only

La Seyne Bay distinguishable where there is no 
apparent ? change in shipping.
(P.R.U. Gibraltar 1830Z/11 to Admty. Air Min. 
H.Q.C.C. P.R.U. Benson. C.I.U. Medmenham.)

/Following...
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Operation "Torch" - Contd.

Following from Comtaskfor 34 Action Comtask 34.8.
Information Compatrons 73 and 92.
Cominch, Cinclant N.C.X.F. and BISCAYNE.
(Begins) 1116Z/10. Desire patrol plane squadrons
73 and 92 arrive early tomorrow Wednesday.
Report if field will be ready. Have U.S.S. 

BARNEGAT and SS. CONTESSA entered. (Ends.) i *
N.C.X.F. pass toe. in C. A.F. W  *<-4o
R.A.W.A. pass to BISCAYNE and Compatron 92.

(D.S.O. 1848A/11 to N.O.X.F. R.A.W.A.)
Following from Comtaskfor 34.8. Action Comtaskfor 34 

(Begins) 101905 Your 101116. Army stopped P.40 planes due 
poor condition airfield. Am now awaiting report General Cannon 
who is inspecting airfield before directing U.S.S.^CHENANGO 
landing remainder P.40s. It is possible that field will not be 
ready to receive patrol plane squadrons 73 and 92 Wednesday.
S3. CONTESSA is in lower river and is expected to arrive at 
airfield before daylight. U.S.S. BARNEGAT will proceed to 
airfield after CONTESSA. (Ends.) * x

N.C.X.F. pass to C. in C. A.F.
R.A.W.A. pass to BISCAYNE and Compatron 92.

(D.S.O. 1849A/11 to N.C.X.F. R.A.W.A.)

F.O.I.S. 1156/11 not to all addressees. Cancel 
TON 7 para 10 (d). Small group of ships can be 
accepted at Gibraltar at night.
(N.C.X.F. 1917Z/11 to All British S and A 
concerned in Operation ’'Torch''. V.A. Malta, 
(excluding ships refitting in U.K.)

K.M.S.A.2. K.M.S.A.2 approaching through positions 12 and 74.
S of A knots E.T.A. 0630.
(ROCHESTER 1922Z/11 to N.C.E.N.T.F. (R) Cdre. 
Algiers.)

Destroyers. Your 1054/9 and C. in C. H.F. 1311/10 neither to
all addressees.
1. ^"ALBRIGHTON and BLEAN may be retained instead 

of two fleet destroyers.* .
2. Of the two fleet destroyers released OPPORTUNE should be one.
3. Suggest these two together with MARNE, ESCAPADE ancf*ISAAC
SWEERS should provide escort for DUKE OF YORK and VICTORIOUS 
to U.K. /A
4. Anticipate^TTHURIEL will arrive Gibraltar about 20 Nov.
5. If not suitable for escort duty request you will sail 
CLEVELAND, ESKDALE, and^GLAISDALE, for Plymouth as soon as they 
can be spared. * t
(D.O.D. (H.) 1943A/11 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. H.F. C. in C. 
Portsmouth. C. in C. Plymouth. C. in C. Nore. C. in C. W.A.
F.O.C.N.A.)

Force 0 Force 0 position at 2000Z/11 037° 10' N 002°
54' E course 270° 17 knots during the night. 
(C.S.10 1947Z/11 to All British S and A concerned 
in Operation ''Torch”.. V.A. Malta, (excluding 
ships refitting in U.K.)

/MARNIX...
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MARNIX
CATHAY

(?When) empty^MARNIX and**CATHAY are to be 
escorted into Algiers to await onward escort. 
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn. 1951A/11 to S.N.O.L.D.)

X t o A f t H c * . V A /i SI H O t S a c O t  *

Movements Oran (?area) arrival K.M.S.2 and K.M.F.2.
Oran ,---- ^Departure DERBYSHIRE, WARWICK CASTLE, DUCHESS OF
Area. BEDFORD, DURBAN CASTLE, TEGELBERG.

(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1954Z/11 to Fairmiss (R)' N.C.X.F.) 
Oran area arrival: AVON VALE, PUCKERIDGE,

WIVERN, WBSTCOTT, ARMERIA, CYCLAMEN, (5 groups missing) WESTRAY, 
KINTYRE, FOULA, ROUSAY, JURA, KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE, (?REST)lVE. 
SAYONARA.
Departure for Algiers; *PRINSES BEATRIX, DELHI. ^
For Force H,FflRNDALE, AVON VALE, PUCKERIDGE, CALPE. /> uii 
>For Gibraltar: BRILLIANT, ANTELOPE, VANSITTART.Insert after
Force H/ftODNEY. A ‘b u t

(N.C.C.N.T.F. 2002Z/11 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F.)
Anchor convoy as convenient and as near breakwater as 

possible. S.O. Escort enter harbour by Northern entrance and 
berth alongside BULOLO. Remainder of escort patrol to seaward 
of convoy until further instructions.

(Cdre. I.C. Algiers 2138Z/11 to S.O. Escort K.M.F.2. (R) 
MALCOLM.)
>TON 7 DURBAN CASTLE, TEGELBERG, WARWICK CASTLE, DUCHESS 

OF BEDFORD from Z beach Oran 1700/11 routed 86.13 8 E.T.A. 
Gibraltar 1100/12. Escort BRILLIANT, ANTELOPE, VANSITTART. 

(N.C.C.N.T.F. 2315Z/11 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.E.N.T.F.
Capt. S.8. V.A. Gibraltar. A.O.C. Gibraltar.) s" {,

Broadcasts Broadcasts are being made at once from here 
to French. inviting all French seamen at Marseilles and

other French ports to bring their ships over to 
us. They are being advised to proceed either 

to Algiers or any French port to the west of Algiers or to 
Gibraltar. They are also being instructed to scuttle themselves 
if in imminent danger of capture by the enemy.
We are asking Americans to arrange similar broadcasts by French 
Authorities in North Africa.
5.0. E. have instructed their agents to induce as many ships as 
possible to go over but if the ships are in imminent danger of 
falling into enemy hands they are to destroy as many as possible.
5.0. E. have given first priority to getting away salvage vessels. 
(Head of M Approved V.C.N.S. 2000A/11 to N.C.X.F. 151. (R)
V.A. Malta. C. in C. Med. . N.C.E.N.T.F. N.C.C.N.T.F.)

Following from Comnaveu. for Admiral Beiri from 
Kirk. Still no orders for Patron 73.
(D.S.O. for D.C. 2027A/ll to N.C.X.F. (R) 
N.C.W.N.T.F.)

T. C.A.0.11. Intended A/S air escort 12 Nov.
All dawn to dusk. Force H K.M.S.2 T.E.3 one C 
each. (?A1 San Pero) one H. A/S air patrol Oran 
one Swordfish. A/S air searches 5 H a.m. 10 H 
p.m. areas W (?K) and.W A. 5 H. a.m. areas W R
and W F. ,
(N.C.X.F. 2016Z/11 to All British S and A concerned 
in Operation "Torch" (excluding ships refitting in
U. K.) V.A. Malta, except W.N.T.F.) /convoy...
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Convoy 
U.G.3. 2

Operation "Torch" - Contd.
In accordance your message of 10th Nov. will sail 
U.G.S.2 to arrive Casablanca D plus 22 day as
scheduled. Should later developments make change 
desirable request for delay should be received

by Cominch prior to midnight 12 Nov. Escort this convoy consists 
of only six destroyers and therefore convoy can not be sailed 
in sections or split en route.
(Cominch 2029/11 to C. in C. A.F. Admty. (r ) N.C.X.F.
Cinclant. C.T.F.34. C.T.G. 31.8. Chief of Staff U.S. Army.)

Request escort C.A.0.11. Intend A/S air escort 
12th Nov. All dawn to dusk. Force H escorts of 
K.M.S.2 escorts T.E.3 one C each. Alpers one H. 
A/S air patrol Oran one Swordfish. A/S air 
search 5 H a.m. 10 H p.m. area W K and W A.
5 H a.m. area W R and W F.
(N.C.X.F. 2032Z/11 to All British S and A 
concerned in Operation "Torch". V.A. Malta, 
negative W.N.T.F.)

Intend A/S air escort 12th Nov. one Catalina on 
station dawn to dusk.
(N.C.X.F. 2046Z/11 to Escorts of U.G.F.2 (R) 
N.C.W.N.T.F.)

N.C.X.F. pass to R.A.W.A. U.S.*BARNEGAT U.S. ship 
*BISCAYNE (?comma) W.N.T.F. and Comnaveu for 
Cominch, Cinclant. Following is paraphrase of my 
1647/11 passed in error U.S. (?code). P.B.Y. 
squadrons desired as follows. From U.K. V.P. 73. 
Condition (?U.S.) BISCAYNE from Freetown area,
V.P. 92. To arrive Lyautey as soon as practicable 
and to (?make) initial landing by daylight. North 
south runway best.
(C.W.N.T.F. 2114Z/11 to N. C. X. F. ) *

VERITY 2234Z/11 to N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) WESTCOTT.

Gibraltar request you will instruct master to 
hand to boarding officer a list showing
(a) bunkers and water essential to reach U.K.
(b) personnel or stores to be discharged. 
(N.C.X.F. 2245Z/11 to Cdre. Algiers. F.O.I.C. 
Oran. (R) F.O. Inshore Squadron, N.C.C.N.T.F.)

U/B
attacked
by
VERITY

Have attacked a further R.D.F. and A/S contact. 
Have only 10 charges left. Require 25 light 25 
heavies complete with carriers, cartridges,
(?detonators) etc.

Shipping, When sailing ships or convoys to call at

/ R/C Dakar.. •
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R/C
Dakar.

P.R.U. 1515/11 Dakar completed covered no change 
major units no interception or A.A. fire.
(R.A.W.A. 2247Z/11 to Admty. N.C.X.P. Com. 
W.N.T.P. A.H.Q. Gibraltar.)

HECLA :
sunk* «•*.

u. SbS. 
len s . )

HECLA torpedoed at 2315 position 023° 43' N 010° 
17’ W W S 180° 16.
(Ship at sea 2325/11 to Gibraltar W/T.)
Have been torpedoed by a submarine torpedo.

My P.C.S. (?at) 23(?16)Z 035° 42’ N 009° 54^’ W both (?boiler 
rooms) flooded no immediate danger of ship sinking.

(HECLA 2345Z/11 to Gibraltar.)
My 2315 MARNE and VENOMOUS standing by HECLA my P.C.S.

035° (08*) N 009° 44’ W 087° 17 knots.
(VINDICTIVE 2345Z/11 to Gibraltar W/T.)

Western At 2000Z sub attack on Pedala convoy area.
Area. (Your 1826Z refers) JOSEPH HEWES sunk by torpedo.
Situation WINOOSKI and HAMBLETON torpedo damage. No
2200/llth. immediate danger of sinking. Visual contact with

submarine. Hit conning tower and depth charged. 
Force Commander informed about 0700 that French 

Army ceased hostilities. This force then withheld plan of attack 
on Casablanca in support of troops. At conference to arrange 
terms attended by Hewaitt Patton Keyes Hall Nogues Michelier 
and others it was (?agreed to) hostilities ceasing. Details 
were not agreed upon (Spending) receipt of information concerning 
agreement between Eisenhower and Darlan of which (?Nogues) declared 
he had telephoned information from Darlan. Nogues expressed 

desire to await arrival of copy despatched by air mail by Darlan 
before final agreement. Advise. Casablanca Harbour capacity 
greatly reduced by about 9 to 11 ships sunk including 5 at Quay 
Commercial full details on completion of survey. Patton H.Q. 
Miramar Hotel Fedala. Naval elements agreed to cease 
hostilities but searchlights from shore vicinity of Casablanca 
silhouetted ships appeared deliberate. N.C.X.F. pass to 
C. in C. U.S. Fleet Atlantic Allied Force.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 2330Z/11 to N.C.X.F.)
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North Atlantic.

Intercepted O k 3 k G.M.T. 500 k/cs de VICEROY OF 
INDIA SSSS 36.28 N. , 00.15 W. , VICEROY OF INDIA 
torpedoed, controlling station Lands End Radio. 
(Burnham Radio T.H.I. 0536 B.S.T./ll)
Following received: Intercept 0509 G.M.T. 500

k/cs. SSSS 36.26 N. , 00.21+ W. VICEROY OF INDIA torpedoed. 
0610/11. Lands End Radio.

(C.C.O. Plymouth, T. O.R. 0615/11 to Admty).
W.D. Note - Difference in position.
Received 014-53 G.M.T. 500 k/cs. de GLVX (VICEROY OF INDIA) 

Did GLW (?G.L.D. Lands End Radio, intended) get it? Unable 
contact GYW (Gibraltar Radio) SSSS apparently not received. 
Lands End Radio.

(C.C.O. Plymouth 0555/H to Admty).
Reed, at 01+59 G.M.T. 500 k/cs de GYW. SSSS at 01+3U G.M.T. 

Lands End Radio.
(C.C.O. Plymouth 0600/11 to Admty).

War Diary.

VICEROY OF 
INDIA 

torpedoed.

U/B Am over enemy S/M in position 36.00 N., 01.30 W.
(A/C call sign TK7 Duty B, 0814-5Z/ll to Gib.
M/F D/F).

Enemy submarine previously reported was when first sighted 
on course 180° estimated speed 6 knots.

(A/C call sign TK7 Duty B, 0850/11).

Movements 
l-e m u .

DUNCAN,
ANTHONY.

Arrivals H.M.S. NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW,
OFFA, ORIBI.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 093I4/ H  to Admty). i. . _

t  ̂)
Left Ponta Delgada 2300 G.M.T./10th after*repair. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 1010/11 to S.O.(l)
Gib. (R) Admty). *- ? ̂

KHYBER H.M. Indian ship KHYBER arrived Ponta Delgada
1020 G.M.T./11th.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1035C/11 to S.O.(i) 
Gibraltar, (R) Admty).

KHYBER left Ponta Delgada 1915 G.M.T./11th.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 1714-7/11 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar, (R) 

Admty).
My 2359Z/10th, delete position A.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1203A/11 to R.A.W.A. KHYBER (R) Admty).

U/B
attacked.

Have
(A/C

Am over enemy S/M in 36.I48 N. 01.01 W.
Sighted on surface and observed to submerge.
(A/C U A 1 duty W 1052Z/11 to Gibraltar D/F M/F). 

attacked enemy with depth charges and estimate no hit 
U A 1 duty W 1110Z/11 to Gibraltar D/F M/F).

U/B Am o ver enemy S/M in 36. 28 N., 00.27 W. , when
first sighted was on surface course 090° and 
observed to submerge.
(A/C T V 5 Duty U 1055/11 to Gibraltar D/F M/F).

/ANTARKTIS...
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North Atlantic - contd.
ANTARKTIS,
MAX ALBRECHT, 
NORD ATLANTIC.

Consul Vigo reports tanker ANTARKTIS now has 
degaussing gear fitted "internally”. German 
expert now in Ferrol to complete tanker MAX 
ALRECHT and will presumably do NORD ATLANTIC 
on return.
(N.A. Madrid 1111/11 to Admty.)

RECHOU. Your 1015/6. Seize Spanish RECHOU and cargo. 
Your letter 240 para 6 . hold all original 
documents.
(D.E.W.D. 1129A/11 to C.C.S.O. Gibraltar.)

Hospital
Ships.

Arrival Hospital ships AMARAPOORA. NEWFOUNDLAND. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1200Z/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C. W.A.)

*T.54,
liner
report.

■ * *  ^ — ■*—  ft. if.

ARROW,
ACTIVE.

Unidentified liner similar to ORSHAKONDE U.S. 
(corrupt group) 036° 32’ 002° 07’ W. 270° 14. 
(P.54 1204C/11 to Capt. (S) 8th Sub. Flot.)

Arrived Ponta Delgada 1400 G.M.T. 11th. 
^N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1225/11 to S.O.I. Gib.
,R) Admty.)

ARROW and ACTIVE left Ponta Delgada 2130/11 G.M.T. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1940/11 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar, 
(r ) Admty.)

Situation,
(?1955A/llth)

1. Italian safe conduct tankers ARCOLA, TAIGETE 
(East Africa) 21.11 39.26 252°.
>2. PORTSDOWN, YE^POR, VIVIANA, SPHENE, 41.38 
34.58 to Ponta Delgada 10.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1237Z/11 to Area Z.)

Situation report for Area Y, 2005A/llth.
(1) C.F.7 (7*ENTERPRISE),* DUNCAN,*ANTHONY, BRIDGEWATER 37.28, 
26.50 through 38.01 27.01 and 40.01 25.01 thence 021° Ilf

-HARROW, ACTIVE rejoin convoy after fuelling at Ponta Delgada 
A.M./l2th. BRIDGEWATER proceeds to Ponta Delgada when ARROW, 
ACTIVE rejoin. * 1 . I ft*-*—*-
(2) KHYBER leaves Ponta Delgada p.m. 11th, 16$° lO.i^^.^Aa, /*/<

__ £3) PORTSDOWN, YE^TOR, VIVIANA, SPHENE, 41.38 34.58 to Ponta
Delgada, 10.
(4) SNOWDROP, 1 merchant ship 35.06 20.29 312° 8 3.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1238Z/11.)
Situation 1959A/llth, Area X.

(1) U.S. S/Ms SHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB, on patrol line 283 
Cape Sim at 20 miles,60 miles,100 miles, and 140 miles.
2) U.S. S/M BLACKFISH on patrol off^Dakar.

* * OL/ if • “3 ) TIGRIS on patrol in vicinity of 44.01 N. 12 Jb. *3 i
94) Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising in 
area between Canary Islands and Port Au Prince 36.01 30.02.
(5) JAUNTY, LEYLAND, 2 merchant ships, xn tow, 37.48 10.18

Fie e/u^t^HEClJ^ "v&IOMOUS, MABHE 35.12 11.33 through 
8B.lI ai?S0ard 35.49 08.38 and 35.50 06.03 thence Gibraltar, 12*.

'/ l h !  J  i t . W v 2  . / (7)
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Situation, (7) U.G.F.2, Fleet unit, 9 destroyers, 34.17
(?1955A/llth) 15.46 078° 14.

-------  x(8) T.F.l, JONQUIL, LOUISB0RG 35.44 06.45 259°
7 to R/V St. Johns N.F. U.G.F. 2 at 1600A/l2th. 
(See amendment 1752Z/11.)
(9) NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ORIBI, OFFA, 2 merchant
ships 36.01 06.20 through 36.10 09.20 thence 
304° 16. 1—  i+L l
(F.O.C.N.A. 1240Z/11.)

•*My 1240/llth delete para 8. Add para 10, JONQUIL, 
LOUISB0RG, sailed 1900A/llth to R/V with U.G.F.2 in 35.05 10.15 
at 1600A/I2th.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1752Z/11 to Area X.)

A/C Ship sunk carrying out A/S patrol through
Report. 35.59 N. 03.45 W. BBM 1700Z.

(A/C Call Sign TR ID 1300Z/11 to Gibraltar M/F 
D/F.)

^PELICAN, 1 S/M bearing 168° distance 9, unknown course and
U/B. speed, my position 36.15 N. 01.55 V/.

(PELICAN 1300Z/11 to Gibraltar w/ t .)
My 1900 (1300 intended), submarine observed to dive, WTVERN 

searching area.
(PELICAN 1549Z/11 to Gib. W/T.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 35° 59' N. 03° 45’ W.
(A/C TRIT T.O.R. 1312/11 to Gibraltar.)

U/B. Am over submarine in 35° 39’ N. 11° 50' V/.sighted 
on surface and observed to submerge; when first 
sighted was on course 150° estimated speed 8 
knots.
(Gib. A/C 1335Z/11 to Gib. W/T.)

VERITY,
U/B.

One submerged submarine. Bearing 125°. Distance 
9 miles. Course 040°, aporox. position 36° 09' N. 
1° 40' W.
(VERITY 1408/11 to Gib. W/T.)

SILVERWILLOW, 
ALASKA, 

ft, ̂ £LEYLAND, 
JAUNTY

SILVERY/ILLOW attacked foundered in 037° 24* N. 
010° 45' W. at 1339A. Escort ALASKA with 
LEYLAND. Speed 4 knots. 4 days endurance oil 
water stores. Awaiting further instructions.

2. You will be required to sail in convoy from Lisbon to 
Gibraltar P.M.13th. 3. You are to embark in L*sb°£fuel to reach Gibraltar with prudent margin. 4. LEYLAND is to 
patro? Staide territorial waters to await convoy for which
' " “ ‘{S.o.'S!” * ? W S m w s  JA i m w  (a) Admty.)

/U/B ..
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North Atlantic - contd.
U/B Am over enemy S/M in 36.45 N. 01.30 W. sighted
attacked. on surface and observed to submerge. When first

sighted was on course 060° speed 6 knots. Have 
attacked with depth charges.
(A/C Gall sign TR 1 A 1425/11 to Gibraltar M/F 
D/F)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in position 35.58 N. 01.37 W. 
on surface when first sighted was on course 150° 
and estimated speed 15 knots.
(A/C C/S TR 1, Duty S, 1515A/11 to Gib. W/T.)

GIl/EANES, Your 2006/30 and ORIBI 2355/1 (re interception of
Interception. Portuguese ship GIl/EANES to search for German 

Agent) Person named landed at Gibraltar today. 
Now in custody of Defence Security Officer. 
Request instructions.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1608Z/11 to Admty.)

U/B. Am over enengr S/M in position 36.36 N. 00.09 W.
Sighted on surface and observed to submerge, 
course 255° 8 knots when first sighted.
(A/C TRIS 1625/11 to Gibraltar M/F D/F.)

Will not be in approx, position 037° 53' 008° 
00’ until 0800/12.
(CLYDE 1631A/11 to Capt. (S) 10, N.C.X.F. (R) 
Capt. (S) 8.)

Your 1931. Proceed by route ordered in my 1940/9th to 
arrive Gibraltar 0930z/l6th proceeding on surface at your 

discretion on 16th.
2. S. of A. 165 miles a day, 12 knots on 16th.
3. Bombing restrictions arranged.

(Capt. S.8 2100Z/11 to CLYDE (R) Capt. (S) 10, N.C.X.F., 
8th (S) Flotilla.)

CLYDE.

K.X.4. ? !> K.X.4. arrived 1200A/10th. 27 ships pLus H.M.S.
VIENNA.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1744Z/11 to Adnity.)

Wellington 
Sqdn. for
A/S n . 
Africa.

AX 304 11th Nov. 42. For Air Vice-Marshal\ Robb 
from A.C.A.S.(O). In order to meet the threat 
of increased U-boat activity on the convoy routes 
to North Africa we have discussed with Admiralty 
the possibility of moving to Gibraltar as soon as 
possible a Light Wellington Squadron consisting 

of 16 + 4 aircraft. Will you consult with all concerned and 
state if and when this Squadron would be able to operate and 
when it could move to a North African aerodrome.
(Air Min. 1800Z/11 to A.H.Q. Gibraltar.)

/Movements ...
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Movements.

Damaged
German
Tanker.

North Atlantic - contd.
Sailed 1700 NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, ONSLOW, OFFA, 
ORIBI with MONARCH OF BERMUDA and BATORY in 
accordance with N.C.X.F. 1041/llth. D.H.
920 S. 383 L. 52 X. 863 Y 361.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1808Z/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C. W.A.)

Z5, ̂  ^
Following from Guyatt. Heavy armed German 
Tanker some 10,000 tons, half laden, large hole 
starboard, bridge damaged, entered Ferrol 
midday Nov. 11th.
(Consul Corunna 1930/11 to Admty. (R) S.O.(l) 
Gibraltar.)

Enemy Encountered large (? enemy destroyer) holding
Unit. ship's course westerly in 036° 31' 002° 36'.

Weather report.
(? P.54 2020Z/11 to N.C.X.F. Capt. (S) 8.)

/ /j . Lf.(m I f .

LEYLAND, My 1627/llth ( f l M M W . ) Para. 4 LEYLAND is to
MIRROR. R/V with MIRROR in position 235° Fort Bugio Light

5 miles at 1900z/l2th and escort routed coastwise 
to St. Mary thence direct to Gibraltar.

(2) MIRROR is to sail from Lisbon as necessary to comply with 
para 1 above.

(3) LEYLAND cancel para. 3 of my 1627/llth.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2226Z/11, 1006Z/12 to LEYLAND, MIRROR (R) JAUNTY.)

COXWOLD. Sailed cased petrol ship COXWOLD escorted by LORD
HOTHAM, LORD NUFFIELD routed through 037° 10' N. 
004° 00’ E. 037° 05' N. 005° 00' E. speed 8 knots, 
E.T.A. 1200, fighter protection "neck".
(Cdre. Algiers 2230A/11 to N.O.I.C. Bougie, C.S.
10 (R) F.O. Inshore Squadron, N.C.X.F, A.O.C. 
Maison Blanche.)

I. Africa, 
Shipping for

South Atlantic.
Position regarding shipping available for local 

uxsjpjui& .lux movements along West Coast is now as follows: 
roop transport.(a) THYSVILLE,HAI LEE,and CAP PADARAN, are all 

now in service on the coast.
(b) NEW NORTHLAND is refitting in U.K. and 

hould be available again about late January.
c) LAFONIA is being withdrawn shortly for refit in U.K. out
ill be returned as soon as possible. ,d) CAP TOURAINE should arrive West Coast about early December. 
3) HAI HING has been sunk en route from India.

/2 ...
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South Atlant
2. In view of foregoing position and of assistance 
which has been given recently by homeward bound 
W.S. ships, request
(i) Confirmation that your essential requirements 
have been covered
(ii) Report whether and if so when you anticipate 
some of these ships especially CAP PADARAN and

CAP TOURAINE can be released for other essential trooping 
requirements.
3. Essential that troopships be used for movement of troops 
only and not for cargo.
(D.S.T. 0430A/11 to G.O.C. in C. W. Africa, D.S.T.O. W.A.)

VEERHAVEN Following received: Addressed Admiral Plymouth,
torpedoed. intercept 0522 G.M.T. 500 k/cs. SSSS VEEEHAVEN, 

Dutch, torpedoed. Transmission breaks.
(C.C.O. Plymouth 0626/11 to Admty.)

Following received from Lands End Radio. Intercept 0543 
G.M.T. 500 k/cs. SSSS VEERHAVEN Dutch ship torpedoed 03.51 S. 
abandon 29.22 W. 0220/11. Controlling Station GLD 0648/11. 
(Ends.)

(Plymouth C.C.O. T.O.R. 0658/11 to Admty.)

W. Africa, 
Shipping for 
troop 
transport 
(contd.)

DRAGON. Arrival 0600Z/11 Nov.
(N.C.S.O. Duala 0831Z/11 to Admty. etc.)

TRUANT,
K. 14,
Dakar Patrol.

In view of possible attempt of Vichy Force in 
Dakar to return to France may I retain TRUANT and 
Neth. Sub. K.14 temporarily for employment 
on patrol in the vicinity of Dakar.
(R.A.W.A. 0907Z/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C. S.A. 
N.C.X.F.)
Reply: Admty 1635/12.

U/B. One S/M reported by aircraft in 014° 30* N.
017° 43’ W. at 0940Z/llth Nov. course 100° 
speed 12 knots.
(R.A.W.A. 1111Z/11 to H.C.X.F. (r ) Admty., 
N.O.I.C. Bathurst, U.S. S/M BLACKFISH.)

PRIMROSE HILL British ship PRIMROSE HILL sunk one torpedo by 
(sunk 29/10) German U.Boat U.26 class 1750/29 Oct. in 18

58’ N. 28° 40' W. 46 survivors picked up by 
British ship (P SANSU) (as received) 6th Nov. 
sighted and hailed by submarine U.59 class 
0300/4th Nov. in 17° 51' N. 29° 40’ W.
(S.O.I. Freetown, 1151Z/11 to Admty. (R)
C. in C. S.A.)

/Trawlers
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South Atlantic - contd.
Trawlers, Ref. Admty. 0037 18th July, request information
Defence of when arrival of trawlers may be expected.
Congo. Establishment of aircraft for assistance in

defence of Congo River and shipping considered 
most important. Flying Boats or land planes 
could be operated for this purpose.
(R.A.W.A. 1153Z/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C.
South Atlantic, B.N.L.O. West Africa.)

P.552. My 0800/10th. Prefix route from (D) to (E)
y  . ■ u*vt h k  * «. 031° 00’ S. 015° 00’ E. (f ) 033° 12* 30" S.

/ 017° 37' E. thence by searched channels to
*/ (?Simonstown). You will be met by surface

escort at position (E). Acknowledge to R.A.W.A. 
(R.A.W.A. 1157Z/11 to P.552 (r ) C. in C. S.A. 
Admty., F.S. POMEROL.)

TURCOMAN (l) N.K. On dispersal of convoy F.T.T. 2 ships
Convoy. are to proceed to 1st position all moved 60

miles south thence to 2nd position all moved 120 
miles south thence as routed.

2. FORT DE TROYON to omitted position (F).
3. TURCOMAN to escort NEW BROOKLYN to prudent limit of 
endurance then return Freetown. Pass to Cmdre.
(R.A.W.A. 1207Z/11 to TURCOMAN (R) Admty. S.O.(l) Jamaica, 
Connav.)

CATTERICK. Sailed CATTERICK to Simonstown in accordance
with G. in C. S.A. 1230/llth.
(2) E.T.A. 1500Z/l3th. Speed 20 knots.
(3) Shift to group S.L. at 0100Z/12th.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 1221Z/11 to Admty. etc.)

WEST POINT. Ref. C. in C. S.A.'s 0734C/llth, not to Admty. 
No route or instructions from C. in C. E.F. for 
WEST POINT have been received either by Alusna, 
Rio de Janeiro, or by me. Ship is due here
today. , , .(B.R.O. Rio de Janeiro 1229Z/11 to Admty. (R)
C . in C. S.A.)

ALDINGTON Overdue shipping ALDINGTON COURT due Capetown
COURT ?/ll from Trinidad not arrived, Greek AEGEUS due

AEGEUS.* Capetown 7/Nov. from Trinidad not arrived.
(C. in C. S.A. 1301/11 to Admty.)

/Dispositions ...
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P.552 05.55 13.05 143° 9. CORINTHIAN, F.S. 
COMMANDANT DROGOU escorting 03.03 07.51 077° 
10£ at 2001Z/llth. MILFORD escorting 05.04 

01.03 East to Lagos 13. ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS, 04.29 16.17 
126° 12i. TAMARISK escorting 03.01 04.02 East to Lagos 8-g-. 
FANDANGO, KELT, 3 M.Ls escorting off Lagos to South East 7. 
(R.A.W.A. 1347Z/11 to Area P.)

War Diary.

Dispositions.

W.S.24.

MAGNOLIA, 
T. 21.

Alter course forthwith to pass through new 
position (a ) 4° S. 27° W . , thence to position (V). 
(D.O.D.(f ) 1350A/11 to Escort of W.S.24, (r ) 
R.A.W.A., Comsolantfor, C. in C. S.A., Connav, 
ILEX.)

/ * /  • t ". a . v - / . i ,

My 1905Z/31st Oct. (Escorts of T.21 to Freetown) 
Intend MAGNOLIA to sail in the same convoy. 
(R.A.W.A. 1405Z/11 to C. in C. S.A. (R) Adrnty.)

PLAUDIT, Panama ship PLAUDIT torpedoed in approx, position
K.G.MELDAHL, 035° 55’ S. 026° 40’ E. at 2000Z/8th. 68
CERION. survivors landed Port Elizabeth.

(2) K.G. MELDAHL torpedoed 10th in 034° 59’ S. 029 
45’ E. (3) CERION* definitely identified hy 
aircraft at 0623C/10th in 036° 23’ S. 026° 21’ E. 
speed 10 knots and apparently unharmed.
(C. in C. S.A. 1516C/11 to Admty. (R) C. in C.
E.F.) * Y/.D. Note.- Reported being torpedoed
and gunned 9 Nov.

0.19. My 1642/24th Oct. Consider clutch ex 0.21 can
0.21. be repaired at Simonstown and fitted in 0.19.

Approximate completion mid February. Alternative 
ly 0.19 could proceed to U.K. about mid December 
on one diesel engine and both main motors.
Request instructions.
(Comdre. Supt. Simonstown 1536C/11 to Admty.)

Movements. Arrival and departures 11th BENGALI, ^  ST. WISTAN, 
M.Ls 244, 272, 285. Departures F.S. COMMANDANT 
DETROYAT, FANDANGO, KELT, PICT.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos 1642Z/11 to Admty.)

PHOEBE. Your 1425/lOth.' locking facilities in South
Africa are already over strained and it is 
undesirable that lengthy hull repairs should be 
carried out here.

It may therefore be necessary to leave turret at Pointe Noire 
until an opportunity occurs for shipping it._ PHOEBE is re
quested to report heaviest lift and total weight.
(C. in C. S.A: 1717C/11 to R.A.W.A. (R) Admty. PHOEBE.)

/U/B ...
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South. Atlantic - contd.
R.A.F. Aircraft reports sighting U-Boat on 
surface at 1500Z/11 in 04.50 N. 03.55 W.
Course when sighted 360°. Consider reliable. 
(R.A.W.A. 1847Z/11 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. S.A.)

1916/l3th from R.A.F. Durban, para. 4.
(l) Consul General Lourenco Marques reports Chief 
of Cabinet of Governor General Portuguese East 
Africa handed over to him bag containing documents 
retrieved from Catalina which force landed in 
Lagoon 65 miles N.E. of Lourenco Marques.

Consul General informed verbally bag had been kept under seal in 
custody of Captain of Port Lourenco Marques, who is very Pro- 
British, and that no unauthorised person had access thereto.
(2) List of documents follows in my 1926/llth.
(3; Copies of report on lines of C.B. form U two D, Article 9 
are being forwarded by R.A.F. Durban to all addresses.
(Com. i/c Durban 1904C/11 to C. in C. S.A. , Adibty. etc.)

U/B.

Documents
from
grounded
Catalina.

U.S. Air As an escorted sailing cannot be arranged, request
Corps you arrange for the 548 U.S. Air Corps personnel
Personnel. ex MAURETANIA to be moved from Durban to West

Africa in returning W.S. ships subject to 
(a) There being not more than 250 U.S. personnel 

of all services on board any ship and (b) ships being not less 
than 15 knot speed. In ships of under 15 knots a total of 
only 100 U.S. personnel may be embarked.
2. Personnel will have to proceed to Freetown for onward 
conveyance to Accra.
3. Earliest possible arrangements should be made and your 
proposals reported.
(D.S.T. 2023A/11 to P.S.T.O. Capetown.)

Mediterranean.
Enemy
Units.

P.C.

P.C. and S. 3 unknown ships 34.40 N. 20.31 E. 
190° 10 knots.
(A/C C/S W5AC 0005/11 to 201 Group.) 

and S. of 2 unknown vessels 32.30 N. 17.00 E. 080
speed unknown. .(A/C C/S T6RV 0042/11, 0045A/11 to A.H.Q. Malta.)

P.C. and S. of 1 merchant vessel and 1 unknown vessel
32.30 N. 17.00 E. 120° 10 knots.(A/C C/S T6RV 0130A/11 to A.H.Q. Malta.)

ERICA, My 2116B/I0th. Still no contact, proceeding,
tt/ b E.T.A. noon tomorrow Y/ednesday.
' ' (ERICA 0017B/11 to S.N.O.L.A. (R) Beirut,

C.C.C.O., N.O.I.C. PORT SAID, C.S.15.)
/WEST POINT • • •
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WEST POINT. Your 2014/7 to D. of S.T. only. WEST POINT will

proceed firstly to Bombay and thence to Suez. 
* * * - £  2. E.T.A. Bombay is 5/12.

(D.S.T. 0427A/H to P.S.T.O. Egypt.)

craft still land supplies there. During past week enemy 
advanced (?to) within 30 k/ms of port but now (?retumed). 
(N.L.O. Black Sea 09010/11 to Admty.)

KAJMAKfiALAN, Greek Destroyer IERAX G.S. SAKTOURIS. Departure 
10th Nov. CROMARTY, BOSTON, HARROW, PRESTIGE,*GUSTY, HEDGEHOG, 

■*ESCAMPADORE,* ARMADILLO, T.L.C. 116, 118, Landing craft M.98, 
114, landing craft P.100, 105, 106, 112.
(S.0.(l.) Alexandria 0942B/11 to Admty., C. in G., Med.)

arrived in Sicilian harbour. Hurricanes patrolled over coastal 
area west of Matruh without incident.
10th Nov. American B.24 and B.17s bombed shipping in Benghazi 
and Heraklion harbours. Results mainly unobserved at Benghazi 
owing to cloud and smoke from burning vessel in harbour. Near 
misses on a merchant vessel and hits on main jetty claimed at 
Heraklion. One Me.109 probably destroyed near Benghazi.
Night 10/11 Nov. Halifaxes and Wellingtons bombed Tobruk 
harbour and closely packed M.T. on Tobruk-Gazala road. Two 
large fires started at Tobruk, bombs burst among M.T. on road 
starting some fires.
(0. in C. M.E. 1100 G.M.T./ll.)

Black Sea. Your 0446/10th Nov. (W.R. signal requesting
repetition of first part of N.L.O. Black Sea's
1125/5.) Following is repetition required. 
Tuapse no longer used as naval base. Small

Movements. Arrival 10th Nov. ROMEO, BEAUFORT, BOSTON,
CROMARTY,* MANXMAN, CROOME, ALDENHAM, DULVERTON, 
SNAPDRAGON, BURRA, BARFORD, M.L.357 T.L.C. Ill, 
113, T.B. Yugo Slav. DURMITOR, T.B. Yugo Slav.

K m-SToc A Q n °  'rzEnemy
Units,

Move 5 miles 090 , 3 cruisers, 4 destroyers 
northbound 25 knots.
(Capt. S.10 1022A/11 to P.43, P.35 (R) N.C.X.F.)Orders to

S/Ms.

Cositrep 
No.590. 
Part 2.

Air. Night 9/10 Nov. Torpedo aircraft from 
Malta attacked 3 cruisers, 5 destroyers east of 
Sicily. 2 hits scored possibly on same cruiser. 
Remainder results obscured by smoke screen. 
Photographs 10th Nov. show 3 cruisers, 4 destroyers

/Bi-Weekly ...
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Bi-Weekly Night 6/7 Nov. 8 Halifaxes, 46 Wellingtons
Op sura No. 72. "bombed enemy M.T. between Sidi Barrani and

Solium, good concentrations found at Bug. Bug and 
Halfaya. About 20 fires started, 2 buildings 
at Solium demolished.

5 Liberators made dawn attack on Maleme aerodrome, Crete.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1108Z/11.)

9th Nov. Southbound tanker with 2 escort vessels sighted 
north of Crete by 1 Marauder. Further 2 Marauders despatched 
to attack did not locate. Second R/C Marauder reported 1 
medium merchant vessel southbound 30 miles west of Melos Island 
with escort 2 torpedo boats. 6 A.S.V. 1 bomber, 6 torpedo 
Wellingtons, 3 Beauforts despatched to attack merchant vessel 
during night did not locate.

(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1208Z/11.)
10th Nov. 5 B.24s attacked shipping in Benghazi.

Harbour was partly obscured by cloud and smoke from a burning 
vessel and no results observed except for hits in Outer Mole.
2 Me.109s attacked South West of objective, 1 Me.109 was 
probably destroyed last seen out of control and smoking.
6 B.17s bombed shipping in Heraklion Harbour claiming near 
misses on a Merchant Vessel and hits on main jetty.

(H.Q. R.A.F.M.E. 1228Z/11.)
Photographic R/C Tobruk 7th Nov. showed medium sized 

merchant vessel burning in harbour following B.17 attack 6th Nov. 
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1237Z/11)

Enemy
Tanker
Escorts.

B.3 owing to recent sinkings Germans are 
increasing escorts especially for tankers Meditem 
anean and Black Sea.
(S.O.I. Istanbul 1136C/11 to S.O.I. Med.)

•^MANXMAN,
UTMOST.

UTMOST returning to Malta, diving by day through 
036° 00’ 016° 00’ and 0356 12’ 015° 10’. Due
searched channel 1016A/I2th, informed of your 
approach.

$ Aj . (V.A. Malta 1551A/11 to MANXMAN (R) G. in C./ i Med.)

French Fleet, (l) R/C of Toulon 10th Nov. shows following 
Toolon. changes: STRASBOURG and DUNKERQUE in dock,

PROVENCE has left dock. 2 LA GAiTAA^OtiMfige 
cruisers arrived from Hyeres.

(2) Object of S/Ms off Toulon is still to report only.
(3) Appeal has been made to French warships and merchant shipping 
to escape French ports and proceed to North African ports or
Gibraltar. „(4) German and Italian troops are,moving into unoccupied France.
(Capt. S.8, 1620Z/11 to 8 S/M F.)

/Minelaying ..
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Mediterranean - contd.
Your 1040/11th.A.O.C. intends to lay 6 mines 
approximately 090° La Goulette group flash light 
2.5 miles tonight Wednesday.
2. Confirmed that mines will not he sterilized 
and will (?have) no time delay.
(V.A. Malta 1622E/11 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty.)
W.D. Note. Operation prevented by weather, 
see 0942/12.

Extreme depression evident among official Italian 
Circles here. Air raids on Genoa have had 
particular effect due to stories of unpreparedness 
and lack of A.R.P. German attitude one of 

"icy calm" but recent events in Mediterranean are acknowledged 
as severe blow and probability of German Army having to fight 
allied troops in Roman Campagna in valley of Po is freely 
discussed. Fact.
(S.O.(I) Istanbul 1630C/11 to S.O.I. Med. (r ) D.N.I.)

Italian
morale.

Orders to 
S/Ms.

Cancel my 2159A/10 and 2225A/10. Submarines 
are to move at 2100A tonight 11th with despatch
4“ Ana no 4 * ai r r r n  +■ 4 m R Ian <-\-P ■Pa  T 1 A itri nn* a a  at + r \ i n  c

reference Chart 165 all from Cape Bon.
Submarine. Through To
P.37 Direct 060° 131 miles.

■>P. 43 Direct 049° 103 miles.
P.44 A Malta
P.45 313° 48 miles 255° 27 miles.
P.48 Direct 290° 53 miles
P.221 Direct 289° 22 miles
P.247 Direct 320° 22 miles
P.211 A D
P.212 A D
PARTHIAN Direct 326° 140 miles
UNA Reverse route Malta

>.211 is to dive at C at 0400A/I2th. P.212 is to dive at C at
)530A/I2th. P.44 is to dive at B at 0530/12th. P.35 carry
>ut railway demolition. Further orders follow.
Capt. S.10 1754A/11 to S/Ms on patrol (r ) N.C.X.F. V.A. Malta,
J. in C. Med., Capt.(S) 1, Capt.(S) 8 .)My 1254A/llth (?1754A intended) Arrival at Malta UNA and 
>.44 1201/13th, P.44 should continue (? on surface) after 
Laylight 13th to make R/V, bombing restrictions will be arranged. 
>.211 (?and) P.212 through E and 036° 41’ 013° 04' to patrol off 
!usa and Kerkenah number 4 respectively. German E-boats_are 
•etuming to base at Tunis and Bizerta. 6 sighted at Tunis and 
lore expected, own aircraft minelaying entrances to these ports.
, 3 5 remaining east of 015° 10’ Yrtiile endeavouring to organize 2 
•riiway sraasSfs on different nights and attack southbound 
hipping. On completion of withdrawal report results, intended
ourse for Malta and (corrupt) remain. w c X F V.A.(Capt. S.10 2359A/11 to S/Ms on patrol CR ) N.C.X.F., v.a .

Malta, G. in C. Med., Capt. (S) 1, Capt. (S) 8 .)

/Transport • • •
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Mediterranean - contd.
Your 2025/4. Admiralty have now ruled that 
not more than 500 P.O.W. can he embarked in any 
troopships proceeding independently between 
South Africa and U.K. or U.S.A.
2. Propose that of the 1800 German P.O.W. in 

question - (a) 500 be embarked in MAURETANIA for passage to 
San Francisco. Guard would have to comprise personnel for 
U.K. for whom onward conveyance from North America to U.K. 
would be arranged, (b) 500 be embarked in HIGHLAND MONARCH for 
direct passage to New York, (c) Balance of 800 proceed from 
Middle East to Durban in two returning troopships. At Durban 
500 would tranship into CAPETOWN CASTLE which is proceeding from 
India to New York via South Africa. Remaining 300 would have 
to await next convenient opportunity.
3. Request you arrange accordingly.
4. Agreed.
5. F.O.R.S.C.A. pass to P.S.T.O. Egypt and S.S.T.O. Suez. 
(D.S.T. 1824A/11 to P.S.T.O. Egypt (R) C. in C. E.F., C. in C. 
S.A., P.S.T.O. Capetown, F.O.C.R.S.C.A. etc.)

War Diary.

Transport
of
Prisoners.

** MANXMAN, 
information.

(iii) No fight 
"Pistol” .

(i) R/C p.m. 11th. Taranto 6 battleships, 16 
destroyers. Messina 2 8" 3 6" cruisers, 4 
destroyers.
(ii) No other important Italian unit Eastern basin 

er code names received, will use "Turret" and
(iv) Fighter protection arranged from 0600A in your estimated 
position 034° 27' N. 018° 52' E.
(V.A. Malta 2002A/11 to MANXMAN (R) C. in C. Med. 201 N.C. Group) 
See C. in C. Med 0022/12, V.A. Malta, 0252/12.

I. 103 11th Nov.
Malta C.S.R. Malta lOth/llth Nov. 1705 and 0221 hours,
Air Report. 2 Beaufighters airborne for raids which turned

back before reaching Malta. 1 intruder 
Beaufighter patrolled Trapani area and another 

patrolled N.E. Tunisian aerodromes but no enemy aircraft was 
seen. This aircraft reported artillery fire also machine gun 
fire between land forces near Tunis.
Day 11th Nov. 0605 and 1350 20 Spitfires airborne for several 
raids which turned back before reaching Malta. 15 Spitfire 
sorties were made in R/G patrols North and West of Malta but no 
enemy shipping was seen.
(A.H.T5. Malta 2126/11.)

TURBULENT. Proceed on surface to 39.13 12.40 thence diving 
by day to patrol Approaches to Naples, position 
40.30 14.03 recommended.
(Capt. S. 10 2235A/11 to TURBULENT (R) S/Ms on 
Patrol. C. in C. Med., Caot. (S) 1, N.C.X.F., 
Capt. (S) 8, V.A. Malta.)
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East Indies.

11th Nov. left ALBATROSS E.T.A. Taraatave 
0800Z/I2th.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez, 0201Z/11 to Admty. , etc.)

Summary No.24 of 11th November.
(1) FALMOUTH and BOMBAY leave Bombay 16th 
Nov. escorting B.F. 60.
(2) SUTLEJ leaves BandarAbbas 16th Nov. 

escorting P.B.12.
(3) JUMNA and MADRAS leave Bombay 10th Nov. escorting B.P.59 
due Khoi](Kuwai 15th Nov.
(4) SONAVATI, H3RAVATI leave Bandar Abbas 10th Nov, escorting 
P.B.ll.
(5) ASTER leaves Colombo 10th escorting LAOMEDON to vicinity
of Trincomalee, thence returning to Colombo. *-*-*<- .
(6) MARGUERITE arrived Bombay 9th and leaves on 11th escorting 
2 tankers to Trincomalee.
(7) D.S. WILLEM VAN DER ZAAN left Colombo 10th Nov. escorting 
M.B.17 to Bombay due 14th Nov.
(8) LAUNCESTON arrived Addu Atoll 10th Nov. and sails on 11th 
Nov. escorting SINGU to Colombo. ^ ^
(9) PUNJAB and INVESTIGATOR escorting P.A.ll leaves Bandar 
Abbas 16th Nov.
(10) TULIP left Bombay 6th Nov. escorting B.A.33 to (?256°)
E. thence Colombo due 12th Nov.
(F.O. Ceylon, 0709Z/11 to Admty., etc.)

War Diary.

ALBATROSS.

^  w H M - t  ^ ? U - U  i

# ^

Ceylon
movements.

Shipping Propose my 1030/7 should be cancelled in view
diversions, of your 1232/9 because (A) There is a risk that
reference similarly lettered positions given in both will
positions. be in force simultaneously with consequent

possibility of confusion. (B) Your positions 
18 - 26 inclusive cover all requirements for 

Indian Coastal Shipping mentioned in ray signal. (c) Signal 
traffic will thereby be reduced.
2. If you agree N.C.S.Os will be told to act in accordance 
with para. (C) of your 1232/9 except that no reference position 
will be cited in Vesca. All Coastal positions given by N.C. 
S.Os would be lettered for week in which ship sailed.
(F.O. Ceylon, 0839Z/11 to C. in C. E.F., (R) Admty., F.O.C. 
R.I.N. )
Reply: C. in C. E.F. 1328/13.

Vessel being shelled by enemy ship in approx, 
position 019° 45' S. 092° 40' E. at 0540Z/11. 
Attention is called to A.M.S.I. 71 to 73 and 
Admty. lettered message JC.
(C. in C. E.F. , 0850Z/11 to B.A.M.S. Area 7B 
and 7C.)

BENGAL reported being shelled at 0534Z/11 in 019° 45* S. 092 
40* E. No description of enemy unit but may be raider E.
My 0707/3 (Position of unknown German unit) refers.
(C. in C. E.F., 0924Z/11 to E.I.Stn.)

BENGAL, 
action with 
raider.

O

/By
t

• • •
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By D/F on 16220 k/cs 0630/11 th enemy unit believed 
SEICHU MARU and connected with submarines (? 
bearing approx.) 120° 1st class from Mackenzie 
Point, Mombasa. Gall sign N.A.S.I.R.E.
(C. in 0. E.F., 0926Z/11 to Admty., etc.)

By D/F on 16220 k/cs position of enemy unit at 0630Z/11 was 
023“ S. 091° E. Call sign N.A.S.I.R.E. Believed to be one 
of unit engaged by BENGAL.
(C. in C. E.F., 1302Z/11 to S. & A. E.I. Stn., (R) Admty., etc.) 
See also Australia.

BENGAL, 
action with 
raider.
■S— /*>

Movements. Departure 092iz/llth Nov. LAUNCESTON escorting 
R.F. A. SINGU. t,..,.,. J * * i * . . b  < .
(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll, 0922Z/11 to Admty.) 

Arrival 11th Nov. DEVON CITY.
(F.O. E.A. & Zanzibar, 1126Z/11 to Admty.)
Colombo departures 11th Nov. 0500Z ASTER, LAOMEDON. A 
(S.O.I. Colombo, 1207Z/11 to Admty., etc.) /•**/»

)t f))* b v-< Iji-b

Possibility U-Boats arrived Penang from south
wards between 13th and 17th Nov. Proceed to 
Zone A.
(S.O.(S) Colombo, 1113Z/11 to TRUSTY, (r )
C. in C. E.F., F.O. Ceylon.)

U/Bs,
TRUSTY.

MARTABAN SS. MARTABAN torpedoed on 14th Oct. and abandoned
(torpedoed by crew was towed stern first by ASTER from 007°
14th Oct.) 59* N. 085° 10' E. to Trincomalee, distance
salvage. (? approx.) 250 miles. Ship was in tow of

' ASTER for 6 days 14 hours.
(2) As MARTABAN is on charter to M.W.T. salvage 

agreement has not been signed but in view of value of services 
rendered by ASTER request permission for claim to be made.
(3) MARTABAN was berthed in Trincomalee Harbour by tug SAMSON 
(? owned by) Ceylon Govt, and C.405, Admiralty owned, both 
manned by personnel of C.N.V.F. (? Compared to) services 
rendered by ASTER, this amounts to little.
(4) If claim by ASTER is approved propose to forward form of 
appointment of Ships Agent (? for) ASTER to Admiralty by 
microgram for onward transmission to Agent. W.H. Glover Esq. 
is being appointed.
(5) Full report on salvage follows microgram.
(6) Request information regarding position of C.N.V.F. personnel 
in this matter.
(F.O. Ceylon, 1142Z/11 to Admty., (R) C. in C. E.F., etc.)

Air Report. Intelligence Summary for 11th Nov.
Part 1 for 10th Nov.
(A) Total 6 Blenheims bombed Akyab at intervals 

night 9tb/10th, bursts along waterfront near jetty.
(B) Ships reported (our summary No.240 for 10th Nov. refers) 
9th Nov. attacked in Akyab Harbour by 2 formations 8 and 9 
Blenheims respectively with escort Mohawks a.m. and p.m. 10th 
Nov. One M/V 210 feet alongside jetty and coastal type M/V 
approx. 300 tons both believed damaged. Akyab town machine-

/gunned ...
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Air Report. gunned. Paddle steamer in creek bombed - near
(Contd.) misses. Strong fighter opposition encountered

also light and heavy A.A. from shore.
(A.H.Q. India, 1206Z/11.)

A.M. 2105/6th and F.O. Ceylon 0420/6th. In view 
of reduced importance of Addu Atoll consider 
effort required to overcome difficulties 
attendant on diversion of this cable not 
justified.

(2) After diversion cable has been buoyed F.O. Ceylon is 
requested to sail cable ship to Bombay for onward routeing 
to Persian Gulf. (3) FRITILLARY is to return Kilindini.
(C. in C. E.F., 1330Z/11 to Admty., (r ) F.O. Ceylon, F.O.C. 
R.I.N., S.N.O.P.G., N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll.)

Addu Atoll 
cable.

Movements 1. BIRMINGHAM left Kilindini 8th Nov.,dueSummary Bombay 13th Nov.
No.22, 11th 2. HAWKINS diverted to R/V combined convoy
November. W.S.23 and C.M.24 in 027° 30' S. 042° 32* E. at

1300Z/ 11th Nov. and relieve DAUNi’LESS. DAUNTLESS return Durban due 13th Nov. CARTHAGE and 
HAWKINS escorting W.S.23 C.M.34 routed East Madagascar and West 
of Seychelles. S. of A. 12.7 knots.
3. CAPETOWN left Kilindini 9th Nov. due Durban 14th Nov. routed 
through Mozambique Channel.
4. ENTERPRISE escorting convoy M.C.l. 1 merchant ship, 
estimated position 0900Z/llth Nov. 017° 20' S. 053° E., due 
Durban 17th Nov. S. of A. 13 knots.
5. RANPURA left Bombay 6th Nov. escorting convoy B.A.33 relieved 
by CORNWALLIS in 015° 23’ N. 055° E. at 1130C/llth Nov. RANPURA thence Kilindini.
6. ALBATROSS leaves Diego Suarez 12th Nov. due Tamatave 14thNov., thence Tanga. jt i+yiT. v—~— /«_3 .
7. NAPIER and HOTSPUR leave Kilindini 12th Nov. due Durban 
16th Nov. routed through Mozambique Channel,
8. MARYBOROUGH and IPSWICH left Fremantle 3rd Nov. escorting 
one steamship due Diego Garcia 15th Nov. MARYBOROUGH thence Colombo due Nov. 20th, IPSWICH to Kilindini due Nov. 24th.
9. BENGAL left Fremantle 5th Nov. escorting one tanker for
Diego Garcia and Colombo, 1— - A/» ^
10. WORCESTERSHIRE leaves Aden 12th Nov/ due Kilindini 17th Nov. 
(C. in C. E.F., 1342Z/11 to Eastern Fleet etc.)

Convoy O.W., My 0949/10 (re GAMBIA from Colombo to relieve 
GAMBIA. escorts in 095° E.)

Request confirmation that ships will proceed from Fremantle to Abadan without intermediate 
call.
(C. in C. E.F., 1407Z/11 to Admty.)Reply: D.T.D. 2153/12.

/ONDINA
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ONDINA.
East Indies - Gontd.
Following has been read.De AJIT PGMT (ONDINA) MS G 15 15.15 14.00, 
still wanting urgent medical assistance. 
(Colombo W/T, T.O.R. 1546/11.)

SOLPONN,
BRITISH

CHEMIST.
A.M. 1945/2. Axis safe conducts for SOLPONN 
and BRITISH CHEMIST now granted.
Axis informed SOLPONN will probably leave Abadan 
14tb/15th Nov. E.T.A. Berbers 23rd Nov.; BRITISH 
CHEMIST leaves Abadan 13th Nov. E.T.A. Massawa

24th Nov. E.T.D. Massawa 26th/27th Nov. returning to Abadan by 
same route.
As SOLFONN will proceed to Aden from Berbers to discharge balance 
of cargo no safe conduct for her return is being requested. 
Tankers should be instructed to conform to above dates as 
closely as possible.
(M. Branch, 2143A/11 to S.N.O.P.G., (R) G. in C. E.P., etc.)

V
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W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code 
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to 

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

attack by Japanese submarines in Mozambique Channel 
referred to in your 2004 o f 21st September has been 
received and studied with in terest.

2. There is  very l i t t l e  recent experience as to 
effectiveness o f co-operation o f A/S vessels and a irc ra ft 
in hunting groups, but in large area such as Mozambique 
Channel eresent Admiralty view is  that ih general the 
employment o f available a ir  and surfa/ce cra ft as escorts 
affords greater measure o f protection.

3. present U-boat situation o f f  East coast o f 
A frica with addition o f U-boats in Cape area d iffe rs  
in various particulars from that dealt with in your 
appreciation. I t  appears that situation can best be 
met by co-ordinated employment o f the lim ited number
of vessels available ih the two commands on escort repeat 
escort duties.

My 0046716th October and 1329729th October re fer.

(*Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

MESSAGE 2210A/llth November OUT

Date 11.11.42
To. O.in C.Eastern F leet 297 
repeated C.in C.South Atlantic 109

Naval Cypher (S.P.02592) (52)
From Admiralty. 

LJPORlW .

Your appreciatipn o f protection of trade against

2210A/11
fo r  Head of M ilitary Branch (558) 

Approved by V.C.N.S.

1st Lord 
1st S .L .(2)

N .A.l.S.L.
P a r - r f -  1 3 - 1  m

Admiral*Usborne 
Admiral'Blake
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Personal to C. in C. U.S. Fleet and C.N.S. Ottawa 
from 1st. Sea Lord.
Ottawa’s 2118/4 and C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1309/6 and 
previous signals concerning conference at Ottawa.
I regret that owing to the fact that both A.C.N.S. 
Trade and C. in C. W.A. are being relieved at about 
that period it will not be possible for either 

Admty. or C. in C. W.A. to send representatives to conference on 
19th Nov. and it is considered that discussion of general issues 
suggested in Ottawa's 1646/31 Oct. must be deferred.
2. On the other hand I am anxious as a matter of urgency to 
discuss further the reduction of Mid Ocean escort groups to ten 
since this would free one group for employment as reinforcing 
group, the value of which has recently been demonstrated.
Despite welcome reinforcement of Mid Ocean groups by three U.S. 
destroyers, recent heavy losses in trans-Atlantic convoys 
emphasise desirability of strengthening all escort groups, but 
since this is at present impracticable employment of a reinforcing 
group appears to offer best practical alternative.
3. I therefore propose and hope you will agree that a conference 
should be held in London at the earliest convenient date to 
discuss question in para 2, and would be glad if you would 
suggest a date and nominate your representatives.
(Sec. to V.C.N.S. Approved 1st. Sea Lord 0040A/11 to C.in C. U.S 
Fleet. N.S.H.Q. (R) B.A.D. C. in C. W.A.)

RYDE. U.S. S/M notice. RYDE leaves Narragansett Bay
/V*/-*- L.ft.iiib 1500Z/11 arrives New London 2000Z Gulf of Darien 
(u.i via swept channel Block Island Sound.

(Cominch 0207/11 to All commands concerned with sub report 
in E.S.F.)
U.S. S/M notice. (?correct) my 0207/11 and my 1537/11.

RYDE departed Narragansett 1500Z/12 arrives New London Lower 
Harbour 2000/12 via swept channel, Block Island Sound.

(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2353Z/11 to All commands concerned with 
S/M report in E.S.F.)

War Diary.

Ottawa
Conference,
proposed
London
conference.

U/B

T.F.39.

Intercept from Guantanamo Radio S/M sighted at 
0315 G.M.T./ll in 12.53 N 67.22 W.
(S.O.I. Kingston, Jamaica 0325R/11 to Admty.)

0659/11. See Cominch 1531/12.

Convoy Sailed trawlers ST.LOMAN, NORTHERN CHIEF, NORTHERN
T.25, ISLES, escorting convoy T.25 E.T.A. Freetown
B.A.T.s 1000Z 24th Nov. S of A 9 knots.

2. H.M. Rescue tugs BOLD (B.A.T.8) towing battle 
practice target and INTEGRITY (B.A.T.4) in

company.
3. Communications ST. LOMAN wireless watch in accordance with 
appropriate section or A.F.O. 1/42 remainder guard 500 K/cs 
(BOLD and INTEGRITY 2 operative period) shifting to read B.A.M.S 
routine.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 0702Q/11 to S.B.N.O. W.A.)

/B.U.S.R.A...
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B.U.S.R.A. 
amendment.

America and West Indies.- Contd.
Your 1826/9 - concur. M.A.R.I. will be amended to 
conform.
(D.T.D. 0835Z/11 tq Connav.)

U.S.
dispositions.

Cominch's 1736/10 informs as follows: 
Changes to Cominch's 2130/3 (N.T. in W.R.) 
Serial 47. TRENTON on patrol from Balboa. 
MARYLAND and COLORADO kh sea.

LONG ISLAND is en route to San Diego. MEMPHIS is at Bermuda. 
PHOENIX is at Brisbane. OMAHA and MARBLEHEAD are patrolling 
eastward near the Equator.
RALEIGH is en route to Pearl Harbour. NASSAU is in South 
Pacific. RICHMOND on patrol from Callao. AUGUSTA, NEW YORK, 
TEXAS, MASSACHUSETTS, TUSCALOOSA, WICHITA, RANGER, SANGAMON,
suwannee, C henango, santee, Brooklyn, Philadelphia, savannah,
CLEVELAND are in*operational area. COPAHEE is repairing in 
San Diego.
(Comnaveu 0846/11 to Admty.) * oj>> “ in ̂.L."

U/Bs 
H.X. 214.

D/F bearings indicate submarines in your vicinity 
at 0824Z/11. Possibly sighting report.
(N.S.H.Q. 0945Z/11 to C.T.U. No.24.18.3. C.O.A.C. 
C.C.N.F. (R) Admty. S.B.N.O. W.A. U.S. C.N.O.)

Tanker
escort.

My 1050QR/7. U.S. Authorities have informed me 
that escort will be available for convoy to 
Porto La Cruz on or about 19th Nov.
(S.B.N.O. Curacao 0955QR/11 to Admty.)

COLORADAN
MARYLYN
SIRANGER

Overdue Trinidad U.S. COLORADAN and British 
MARYLYN, overdue St. Thomas Norwegian SIRANGER. 
(S.O.I. Kingston 1011R/11 to Admty. B.A.D. 
S.B.N.O. W.A.)
MARYLYN torpedoed, see 1441/12.

Attacks 
on U/Bs.

Comnaveu 1034/11 to Adraty. 
See U-Boat Campaign.

B.Y.M.S. B.Y.M.S. 30 escortJby B.Y.M.S. 3 has returned to 
St. Johns from mid Atlantic with engine defects. 
B.Y.M.S.2 and 4 are returning in tow of rescue

tugs FRISKY and TENACITY. A further two B.Y.M.S. have sailed 
from Halifax for St. Johns for onward routeing to U.K. It is not 
known how many more are to follow. From preliminary investigation 
it would appear that the engine room personnel of these boats is 
insufficiently trained to operate somewhat complicated machinery 
except under the most favourable conditions of wind and weather 
and the prospect of the only two sea going rescue tugs in this 
Command being frequently employed throughout the winter in towing 
assorted B.Y.M.S. back to St. Johns is viewed with concern.
It is requested that no further B.Y.M.S. be sailed to St. Johns 
pending full investigation on return of B.Y.M.S.2 and 4. Further 
signal will be made.
(F.O.N.F. 1111Z/11 to B.A.D. (R) N.S.H.Q. C.O.A.C. )
Reply: B.A.D. 1621/12.

/Convoy..
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Convoy Sailing telegram. Escorts^ U.S. Destroyers
Z.G. 11. GOFF, TATTNALL, JADE)P.Cs 462 , 464 , 466 and 470.

(B.R.L.O. Cristobal 1140R/11, 1152A/11 to Admty. etc.)

SCHENCK This is myllllZ/ll addressed U.S. destroyer
S.C.108. SCHENCK for action. (?At) 1230Z/11 proceed in

accordance with rrjy escort order 82-42. Join Task 
Unit 24.1.12 escorting S.C. 1Q8 jigw on amended 
route. When C.T.U. 24.6.4. m  BIBB arrives 
report to him for duty.
(C.T.U. 24.6. 1221Z/11 to C. in C. W.A. C.T.24. 
(R) Connav. C.T.U. 24.6.4. C.T.U. 24.1.12. 
C.T.U. 24.6.2.)

BUTTERMERE Cominch*s 1655/10. Approved for A/S whalers 
WASTWATER BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER to escort LORD KELVIN

while repairing break in Halifax/Berrauda cable. 
Delay in arrival on South Atlantic Station is

accepted.
2. It is requested that necessary arrangements be made. 

(D.A./S.W. 1325A/11 to Cominch. B.A.D. N.S.H. Q.)
A.M. 1325A/11. On arrival BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER at 

Bermuda (?request) you will make arrangements with N.S.H.Q. 
regarding escort for LORD KELVIN.

(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2142/11 to S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) U.S.N.O.B. 
Bermuda etc.)

FRANS HALS Submarine unsuccessfully attacked M.V. FRANS HALS 
(escaped (Dutch) at 0015 G.M.T. 3rd Nov. in 00° 29* S
3 Nov.) 32° 06* W firing 6 torpedoes. One 4 inch shell

from ship hit and exploded in C/T destroying after 
part. Submarine also hit with 40 rounds from 
Oerlikon and one depth charge dropped within 100 
yards. >
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1502Q/11 to Admty. (R) S.O.I. 
Jamaica.)

SALISBURY Your 1542/10. (SALISBURY can be accepted at Navy
Yard Charleston) Intend to sail SALISBURY to 
arrive Charleston 20th Nov. Further signal will 
be made.
(C.O.A.C. 1512Z/11 to B.A.M.R. (r ) Admty. etc.)

U/B S/M estimate Nov. 11th and U.S. S/M Notice,
positions. (C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1535/11, 1536/11, 1711/11,

1712/11, 1713/11 to Admty.)

Allocations Your 1529/7 not to Admty.
of Tugs. (1) Your 1724/28 Oct. was answered by my 2223/30th

Oct. to which Admty. 1628/2 agreed. See also para 
4 of my 1801/10.

(2) Floating dock and^CAIRO probably delayed until about end of 
December. Unless Captains of Dutch tugs can be spared without 
putting tugs out of action, propose conference be postponed

* Ni*r /t /indefinitely...
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indefinitely. B.A.D. will signal date of 
conference after consultation with Captain 
MYLCHREST.
(B.A.D. 1551Z/11 to S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) S.B.N.O. 
Trinidad etc.)

U/B. S/M sighted by shore (?watchers) in 047° 55* N 
065° 23' W at 1350/11.
(C.O.A.C. 1607Z/11 to G.B.7A and A. G. (R) C.T.F.24. 
Connav. Admty. C. in C. W.A. etc.)

Use of 
Echometers. Your 1359/10 attention of Masters concerned should 

be drawn to C.A.M.S. I. 139.
(D.T.D. 1715A/11 to B.R.L.O. St. Thomas.)

R.N. and
R.C.N.
Corvettes.

Your 1151/5th.
1. We will endeavour to place the 4 R.N. 
corvettes in the same group with 2 R.N. manned 
destroyers in order to implement your para 1.
2. This is much appreciated. Normally boiler

cleaning can be done at St. Johns N.F. If C.T.G. 24.7 concurs 
and it is not to detriment of training request periodic visits 
be arranged. Consider beneficial if all escorts of a group 
return to Londonderry in time for conference and training 
exercises periodically before sailing.
(F.O.N.F. 1812Z/11 to C. in C. W.A. (R) Admty. etc.)

S.C.106. Average speed 6.78 knots. Uneventful voyage. 
Gales on 26th and 31st Oct. All arrived. 
(D.T.D. 1824Z/11 to Connav. N.S.H.Q.)

B.l.
Escort
Group.

As ships of B.l are likely to be delayed by 
weather request you will order them to proceed 
St. Johns N.F.
(C. in C. W.A. 1830Z/11 to C.T.F.24. (R) Admty. 
F.O.N.F.** HURRICANE. WATCHMAN. WALLFLOWER. 
DAHLIA. ANCHUSA. MONKSHOOD.)

U/B
Campaign.

Connav Serial 11. VEERHAVEN torpedoed today 03.50 
S 29.22 W. MARYLYN torpedoed sunk 30th Oct. 00.46 
S 32.42 W. EDGAR ALLEN POE torpedoed 9th Nov. 
towed to Noumea, position attack unknown.
(Connav 2058/11 to Comnaveu.)

Sub.
Attack
and
sighting
summary.

A. HOLMPARK torpedoed sunk 13.11 N 47 W 0610Z/24 
Oct. MARYLYN torpedoed sunk 00.46 ?S 32.42 / 
2240Z/30 Oct. VEERHAVEN torpedoed presumed sunk 
03.51 S 29.22 W 0220Z/11.
PBY(PBY) sights sub on surface 11.30 N 59.17 (T?) 
1815Z/10. B.18 sights sub on the surface 12.53 
N 67.22 W 0315Z/11 course 310.

/B. ANEROID...
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Sub.
attack
and
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summary.
Contd.

America and West Indies^. ___tt.

B. ANEROID later information 08.40 N 59.40 W 
0800/2 Oct.
NATHANIEL HAWTHORNE two torpedo hits.
A 20 A sights sub on surface 11.57 N 67.10 W 
1443Z/20 Oct. course 270.
C. R. REUBEN TIPTON U.88 Type number 33 on 
conning tower and 55 on hull.
SC.513 attacks sound contact 11.52 N 62.52 W 
2228Z/12 Oct.
Shore watcher sights sub 47.55 N 65.23 W 1350Z/11. 
(Cominch 2129/11 to Admty. for O.I.C.)

ATTACKER ATTACKER expects to be ready to sail from San 
Francisco for Norfolk (Virg.) about Tuesday 24th 
Nov.
(B.A.M.R. 2142Z/11 to Admty. Cominch.)

CUBA Departure Charleston Nov. lOthU.S.A.T. CUBA 
unescorted, Bermuda Nov. 12th.
(N.S.H.Q. 2158Z/11 to Admty. (R) S.B. N.O. W.A.)

BATTLER BATTLER expects to leave New Orleans about 12th 
Nov. for Norfolk (Vir.) calling Key West. 
(B.A.M.R. 2202Z/11 to Admty.)

V  WINCHELSEA Ref. C. in C. W.A. 1815Z/11. Return to St. Johns 
N.F. forthwith at best prudent speed to refuel. 
Pass through position 052° 10* N 041° 13* W where

distress flares were sighted 1100/10.
(F.O.N.F. 2208Z/11'to WINCHELSEA. (R) G.O.A.G. C. in C. W.A 
C.T.U. 24.1.4. Admty. G.T.24. N.S.H.Q.)
E.T.A. St. Johns N.F. 1100Z/13th. Estimated position at 

0200Z/12 52.10 N 41.13 W. Weather report.
(WINCHELSEA 2345Z/11 to F.O.N.F. (R) C. in C. W.A. C.T.24.)

^HURRICANE 
->WINCHELSEA.

HURRICANE’S 1213Z/11 and your 1815Z/11. Since 
HURRICANE may be unable to sail with H.X.215 due

* 1— - />/> U-tf i 
Ail-

to defects and in any case will probably be late 
in joining, should WINCHELSEA be held to augment 
escort of H.X.215?
(F.O.N.F. 2231Z/11 to C. in C. W.A. (R) HURRICANE 
C.T.24. Admty. N.S.H.Q. C.O.A.C. C. in C. U.S. 
C.T.G. 24.7.) Concur: C. in C. W.A. 0932Z/12.
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Australia and New Zealand.

Movements. Arrivals Brisbane 10th Nov. U.S. Destroyer
FARRAGUT. Melbourne 10th TAMWORTH. Port Moresby 
10th ARUNTA. Sydney (N.S.W.) 10th ECHUCA. 

Departure Sydney 9th U.S. Destroyer FARRAGUT for Brisbane.
(N.B. Melbourne 0226/11 to Admty. etc.)
Arrival Vila U.S. ship ROAMER 10th Nov.
(S.O^I.) Wellington 0805Z/11 to Admty.)

BENGAL Following believed from BENGAL (begins) We are
raider. being shelled, my positipn 295° 20° S 93° E. 22
i— A 0534Z.

' (Odre. W. Australia 0614Z/11 to A.C.N.B. Com.
Sowestpac Unit. C. in C. E.F.)
See also East Indies.
3 further P/L intercepts be Perth Radio on 8290 K/cs (begins) 

MXW from BENGAL still firing one enemy raider burning strongly 
aft 0556Z/11 (ends).
2nd (begins) MXW from BENGAL still in contact enemy, my position 
295° 20° S 93° E 22 0605Z/11 (ends).
Text 3rd intercepted same as 2nd. T.0.0. 0657Z/11.

(Cdre. W. Australia 0734Z/11 to A.C.N.B. C. in C. E.F.
F.0. Ceylon. Comsouwespac.)

----^You may sail KANIMBLA at your discretion to assist BENGAL.
(A.C.N.B. 0841Z/11 to Cdre. Western Australia. (R) 
Corasouwespac Unit. C. in C. E.F.)
Passed to Admty. for information.

Your 0758Z/11. Holed on waterline fore and aft proceeding at 9 
knots. Tanker hit and presumed lost. One enemy raider believed 
sunk, other not hit.

(BENGAL 1044Z/11 to Cdre. Western Australia.)

Situation. Digest Serial No. 292. Nov. 9th. Air R/C Buin
Shortlands area morning 9/11 reported total 39 
vessels of which 4 large warships possibly heavy 

cruisers, 2 large unidentified vessels, 1 possible seaplane 
tender, 26 other vessels, stationary, 3 possible light cruisers,
3 10,000 tons merchant vessels between Buin Faisi in line ahead 
formation course 300 30° (sic).
(2) 8 Maurauders bombed buildings and dumps Buna area, 9 
Beaufighters strafed enemy targets Popondetta Sanananda area, and 
6 Bostons bombed and strafed the area around Oivi in support of 
our ground activities 9th Nov.
(3) Enemy continues to resist strongly in Oivi Gorari area in 
spite of heavy losses.
(4) Enemy destroyer reported 6° 40* S 149° 5* E at 1300Z/9 
course 90°.
(5) One B.25 attacked enemy schooner off Salamaua while another 
scored one 500 pound direct hit on 5000 ton merchant vessel near 
Cape St. George course 160° afternoon 9 Nov. Later vessel 
severely damaged and beached.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 0658Z/11- to Admty. etc.)

Convoy. My 0656Z/6. Anticipate convoy sailing 23rd Nov.
(A.C.N.B. 0824Z/11 to C. in C. E.F. (R) ADELAIDE. 

-^KANIMBLA. VAN HEEMSKERCK. N.Z.N.B-. Cdre.
' Western Australia. Comsouwespacfor. Admty.)

/AQUITANIA...
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AQUITANIA. Cdre. Aden's 0742/6 to N.Z.N.B. only and 0738/6

to N.O.I.G. Sydney only report that AQUITANIA 
needs 10 to 14 days for urgent repairs in 
Wellington.
2. Request you arrange accordingly.
(D.S.T. 2022A/11 to N.Z.N.B.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
At 1200Z/11 approx, positions. 
(D.D.I.C. 1343A/11, 1355A/11.)

Submarines Attacked.
U.S. Cominch's 2008/10, addressed for action to Admty.
Summary. and for information B.A.D. informs as follows:-

This refers to Admty. 1059B/22/7.
On the surface, off Iceland, on Nov. 5th as S/M 

was attacked by a naval aircraft. The charges exploded apparently 
in contact with the after end of the submarine. Seven men who 
were on the deck kept swimming and were seen to drown. In the 
vicinity of the swinmers there remained bits of wood and oil 
patches. The pilot believed this S/M to be U.10.
Many U.S. surface vessels attacked oil slick and sound contacts 
on Nov. 5. 6. 7. and 8 off Nantucket Light. Destruction is 
possible.
A submerging submarine was attacked off Solomon Islands by two 
planes from U.S.S. HORNET. This is from a belated report of 
Sept. 6th. With no forward motion, the S/M submerged vertically.
A small amount of oil was observed.
In the attack reported in Cominch’s 2006/5 Oct. off French 
Guiana, U.S.S. ELLIS rescued survivor, after 10 days adrift and 
recently landed. The survivor testifies that he left submarine 
by escape lung. The S/M was flooded. The rest of the crew 
perished.In the week ending 2400Z/18, 44 attacks were reported.
(Comnaveu 1034/11 to Admty.)

11.11.1942.
Wednesday.
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Home Commands.

Operation
"FB".

Operation 
"SNI7A."

The following ships are discharging at 
Molotovsk: EMPIRE GALLIARD, HUGH WILLIAMSON, 
RICHARD ALVEY, JOHN WALKER is still ashore 
in the Dvina Bar, "but it is hoped to refloat 
her p.m./today. There is no news of EMPIRE 
GILBERT.

V.A.Dover asks that two areas in the Dover 
Straits may he declared dangerous owing to 
the presence of enemy mines moored on the 
surface.
ATrTTlSHl reported this operation completed 
at 0730. Jz i+jn.

Operation"Torch. "

MARNE, who with VENOMOUS was standing hy 
HECLA (Torpedoed last night) was herself 
torpedoed about 0105Z today in approx. 35° 
50r N, 9° 57' W. HECLA sank this morning.
STARY/ORT (Corvette),, sank German submarine 
U.660 today in 36° 7 ’ N, 1° O ’ W. Forty- 
five survivors were picked up.
C.S.10 reports that he considers Destroyer 

X CLARE sank a U-Boat today in 37° 41' N,
0° 10’ W, whilst escorting Force 0.

Vichy broadcast at 1230 today states that 
the German authorities have decided that 
the entrenched camp at Toulon will not be 
occupied and that Vichy warships will be 
safeguarded. A later press report says 
that the Germans are occupying Toulon to 
safeguard the Vichy Fleet, but this report 
is considered not correct. S/Ms P.51» 
P.222 and P.228 are patrolling off Toulon.

An armistice has been sighed in North 
Africa but German air and ground units are 
seeping into Tunisia. . Our forward troops 
reached Bone today. A commando embarked in 
two destroyers shoud reach Bone a.m./tomorrow.

/Convoy.
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Convoy
M.K.F.l^O
L—  /:> bxl

Operation "Torch11 - Contd.
Convoy M.K.F. ̂ sailed from Gibraltar today 
with 11 transports returning to U.K escorted 
hy DASHER,BITER, and 7 destroyers•In 
addition to casualties already reported (VICEROY 
OP INDIA, LEEDS TO;/IT sunk, AWATEA probable 
total loss).KAOANDA (?) is reported sunk,
DE1JP0 damaged, CATHAY serious underwater damage 
and uncontrollable flooding (became a total 
loss), LLANGIBBY CASTLE structural damage 
caused by shell fire.

Bone.

lij
Bougie.

Unopposed landings were made at dawn today 
by 6th Commando from LAIvIERTON and WHEATLAND, 
who left later to refill British parachute 
troops were also dropped by air.
Heavy air attacks were made on the ships at 
Bougie last night and this morning. BICESTER 
reports that no friendly fighters were seen, 
though N.C.X.P. reports that fighter 
protection was effective at Bougie today (by 
fighters working at extreme range from Maison 
Blanche).
KARANJA (Landing ship,infantry,large) was 
set on fire and beached and became a total loss; 
Naval H.Q. moved on shore, W/T communications 
being maintained by destroyer. U.S. light 
minelayer TRACY* has been set on fire and is a 
total loss. TYNWALD (Auxiliary A / A  Ship) 
is reported mined and sank last night. BICESTER 
has damage and casualties from her own gunfire. ♦Later amended to CATHAY.
In attacks on enemy aircraft operating against 
our shipping between Boqgie and Oran R.A.P 
destroyed and damaged several.

Algiers
Area.

The Air Prance flying boat base has been taken 
over for naval aircraft. Walrus are based 
there and do continuous patrols.
It was expected that all ships of the assault 
convoys would be sailed for Gibraltar by 
p.m./today.

The Sloop STORK was torpedoed by a S/M at 0pl2 
whilst on patrol 5 miles North of Cape Caxime 
(approx. 36° U O ’ N. 2° U 5 ’ E) She was 
seriously damaged but reached harbour.

The harbour at Oran, which the French had 
blocked, was reopened today.

/’Western..
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Western
Force*

Operation "Torch" - Contd.
The JEAN BART is reported sunk in Casablanca 
harbour, also 2 S/Ms, whilst the cruiser 
PRIMAUGUET and 2 destroyers are beached, and 
7 or 8 merchant vessels are sunk. C.T.F.
5U states that the magnitude of the salvage 
problem and vital necessity of clearing the 
port indicate the need of salvage personnel 
and equipment greatly in excess of that
planned.
Convoy U.G.F.2, due today was ordered to keep 
clear to seaward, except 8 ships which were 
sent to G i b r a l t a r . ^ ta**£b h. hjch l ■
U. S. transports^^UTLEDGEj^BLISS and/iSCOTT 
were torpedoed by U/Boats off p.edala; the two 
first are reported to have sunk. The transport 
group departed to sea until A/S measures can 
be strengthened.
N.G.W.N.T.F.at 2001Z today informed C.T.G 
3U.1 that his covering group duties were 
completed and he should return to home waters. 
He intends to lay a minefield off Casablanca 
tonight.

North Atlantic.
It was reported on 16th November (B.O) that 2 
damaged Italian S/Ms entered Cadiz today.
At 1805/17, however, Cadiz had no confirmation 
though it was rumoured that two damaged 
submarines, nationality unknown, have entered 
Tarifa.

South Atlantic.
SS. ASCANIUS (1O,0OU8 tons) reported being 
attacked by a S/M this morning in m  3.
22° 52' E.

/It....
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South Atlantic - Oontd.
It is reported that SS.MARYLYN was torpedoed 
and sunk at 22U0Z/30/10 in 0° 1+6' S. j2° 1+2* W.

0. in G.S.A. reports that EMPIRE GUIDON which 
was torpedoed off Durban 31st October was 
unable to stream her A.N.D. gear on account of 
the deck cargo which she was compelled, inspite 
of the Master’s protest to M.W.T. representative 
to ship at New York.

Mediterranean.
Italian Three "Littorio" battleships and 5 destroyers
Battleships left Taranto last night. Pour destroyers

were sighted at 15U5A today in i>8° ^5' N. 15 
U 6 ’ E (25 miles North of the Straits of Messina) 
steering U0° at 12+ knots (apparently making for 
Naples). TURBULENT was ordered to intercept 
them South of Bocca Piccola(Gap'pri) Air attack 
was arranged for about 2200 hours but failed 
to materialise.
The presence of 6 enemy E-Boats at Bizerta is 
confirmed bjr aircraft report. The port is 
partly blocked, but merchant ships can still 
enter the outer harbour. Submarines are now 
disposed to intercept shipping to Tunisia. 
MANXMAN arrived at Malta this afternoon from 
Alexandria with 350 tons of food and 200 naval 
and military personnel.

/v i a n x w * *  h"  C<A~ -------

America & West Indies.
A/S Trawler ST.LOMAN reports having with another 
shin attacked and it is believed destroyed a 
U-Boat at 12+09Z in 11° 6' N. 56° 55' W.
No)- !■—-*. *  *7 ^/Curacao. . .
v '**- V- i t  3 *

leave
Taranto

have left Messina, but no cruisers have 
sailed. Three battleships and 11 destr

i iVi C* O D I I I Q  j u u u  ^  o x  U i w u x  u  ^

Three battleships and llQdestroyerso

Tuinis Aerodrome was bombed last night
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America & Y/est Indies - Gontd.
Guracao reports U.S.Gunboat ERIE escorting 
T.A.G. 20 torpedoed and "beached off Willemstad 
at 1700 QR today.

WINGHELSEA in 50° 50’ IT. UU° 35' W reports 
that she has 26 survivors from SS.HARTINGTON.

Australia & New Zealand.
Five or six Fortresses attacked shipping in the 
Buin Shortlands area early this morning and 
hit one 12000 and one 7000 ton merchant vessel 
and made a near miss on a 9000 ton ship, The 
warships apparently disperse at night. There 
were nearly 50 vessels dispersed in the area., 
including warships, loading or unloading 
activities appeared to "be in progress.

Four Gatalinas carried out a damaging 
attack on Buin Aerodrome tonight.
/

20 to 25 Japanese torpedo bombers with 8̂  
fighters attacked U.S. transports unloading 
at Guadalcanal today.U.S.fighters shot down 16 torpedo bombers and 
5 fighters, losing U planes. It is not known 
what losses the U.S.Transports suffered.
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Policy.
River-class Consider River-Class Corvettes can not be
corvettes. worked up in A/3 and M/S under one month.

Request WEAR may be retained till 26th. 
(WESTERN ISLES, 13U5A/12 to C. in C. W.A.)

Use of 
Spanish 
Territorial 
waters.

Instructions in my 0140/9 October apply to large 
enemy M/V believed tanker which entered Ferrol 
11th November as a result of damage from air 
attack.
(V.C.N.S. , 1720A/12 to c. in C. Plymouth, F.O.S. 
H. Q.C.C. , F.O.C.N.A. )

Movements.
15th M/S Your 1519A/11. 15th M.S.F. is to remain at
Flotilla. Reykjavik until further orders, but should be

ready to move at short notice.
(D.M.S., 0016A/12 to A.C.I.C.)
Intend sailing LYME REGIS, ARDROSSAN, WORTHING, 

and LLANDUDNO in compliance with Admiralty 2024A/12 at 0900Z/13. 
(S.O. M/S 15., 23282/12 to N.O.I.C. Iceland). w .  %

HOWE LIMBOURNE with HAYDON, MELBREAK proceed 0530A
tomorrow to R/V with HOWE in accordance with 
C. in C. H.F. 1715/11.
(R.A.D. H.F. , 0937A/12).

A.F.D.18 My 1545A/11. Onward route from North Channel
will be signalled by F.O.I.C. Greenock.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1019A/12).
N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1545A/11.

Onward route through position (a ) 055° 10’ 005° 43*•
(B) 055° 21’ 005° 59’. (C) 270° Oversay 6 miles.
ID) 180° Dubh Artach 8 miles (E) 090° Dubh Artach 10̂ -.
(F) 056° 17’, 005° 48', thence through Firth of Lome, Loch 
Linnhe, and Lochaber to Corpach.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 1106a/12 and 1608A/12 tcrP.C.74*
MAZURKA, PAUL RYKENS).

C. in C. Portsmouth’s 1255/10.
1. Tugmasters concerned have asked:- (l) That a powerful 

twin-screw tug R/V with A.F.D.18 off MacArthur’s Head and 
accompany thence to destination. Tug will be required to 
connect up astern for passage through Sound of Islay and 
subsequently to assist as required on remainder of voyage 
and when berthing*
(2) That the second tug to assist with berthing should also 
join at MacA'rthur's Head and proceed in company to destination.
2. Request you will detail tug CALSHOT for requirement (1) 
and arrange as requisite regarding (2).
3. Overseas Towage and Salvage Company have agreed that 
Second Mate EMPIRE BASCOBEL should board Dock at MacArthur’s 
Head to act as liaison between bow and stern tugs.
4. Master of EMPIRE LARCH who is in charge of tow should be 
notified of above arrangements.
(D.S.T., 1231A/12 to F.O.I.C. Greenock).

/TIGRIS...
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CARNARVON
CASTLE.

SEALION.

W. A. Command.

SHROPSHIRE

THUNDERBOLT,
UNBEATEN.

TUNA
J3 U-<j j

NORFOLK,
CUMBERLAND.
*-•*-/*•

GURNARD.
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12.11.1942.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.- Contd.
My 1814/11 and 0046/12 para (j) add - 
Leaves patrol so as to cross 43° N. , at 2200/12 
thence to Gibraltar as ordered by F.O.C.N.A. 
(F.O.S., 1037A/12).

On completion of defects about 28th November 
request you sail CARNARVON CASTLE for Clyde.
2. Ship will be required to leave U.K. to rejoi 
South Atlantic Station about 2nd December after 
embarkation of passengers.
(D.O.D. (F.J, 1106a/ 12 to F.O.I.C. Northern 
Ireland).

My 1829/10. Sailing of SEALION is postponed. 
(F.O.S. , 1112A/12 to Admty).

Situation at 1959A/12. Details.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1355A/12) See Lion Copy.

SHROPSHIRE should call at Greenock to disembark 
passengers before proceeding to Chatham.
2. F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to sail her 
for Chatham as early as possible on a date to be 
agreed with C. in C. Nore.
(D.O.D. (H.), 1811A/12 to SHROPSHIRE).

(i) THUNDERBOLT proceed forthwith in execution 
of previous orders.
(ii) If UNBEATEN has not now been met CUTTY SARK 
is to proceed forthwith to Mounts Bay.
(iii) UNBEATEN and CUTTY SARK are to R/V in 180° 
Bishop Rock 10 miles at 0800/13.
(F.O.S. , 1854/12).

>/. b.
Amend my 1831/12 as follows. Para. (E). TUNA 
68° N., 07° E., on surface for Lerwick, speed 
5 knots, probably increasing.
(F.O.S., 2206A/12 to Admty).

A. M. 1736/12. Cruisers destination Scapa via 
Minches parting company in longitude 10° W. 
(C. in C. H.F., 2223A/12 to NORFOLK).

E.T.A. at R/V 0800A/15 plus or minus 2 hours. 
Unless otherwise ordered will consider route from 
Point George to R/V safe through area Q. Z.X. 202 
(GURNARD, 2358/12 to F.O.S.)
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FROM:- Or-t-'fl' ;o:* 'Western ^raproaoheg—
.DATE:- 12.11.42.

KECD:- 2113

Situation a t 1959A/12th November, 1942 

Section N.E.

P. 511 L I CAPPJOIEUSE 57 13 07 05 To 
TROOPER Bishop

Rock

ADVENTURE V ic in ity  Cane Wrath 0001A/13 
to Port Z.A.

V/.N.60 \ HORNPIPE 
BERKSHIRE

1 m/v polka

MISTRAL

58 03 05 38 To .
Mothil

59 21 08 28 To
Mothil

57 15 07 00 To
Llothil

Situation a t 1959A/12th November, 1942 

Section 3.E.
P.311 L\ CAPRI0IEUS3 57 13 07 05 To 
TROOPER Bishop

Rock

UNBEATEN &JTTY SARK 

VERSATILE 

RAMSAY
••

2 Minesweepers -  S a ilaTobermory

50 20 06 00 To Holy 
. Loth

57 00 07 10 To
Greenock

55 05 05 32 To
Grimsby

2100A/12
To
..-.ultbea

'SABRE

1 M/V

Escorted

CELANDINE
ARVIDA

A.F.D. inP .C .  74 
tow 3 2 trawlers
tugs

55 22 06 25 To
Liverpool

55 28 06 35 To
Greenock

52 25 05 12 TO
*Corpajh

WESTON Sail Lough Foyle 2200A/12 to 
FOLKESTONE Greenotk
WELLINGTON 
GORLESTON

GOATHLAND Sails Greenock about 
2000A/12

11

10

To
Tobermory 15 

ST. FRANCIS/.......



a .

-  2 -

ST. FKANC3I3 - - -Sails Greenock about
2000A/12

To ■ 
London
derry 15 if

Convoy ‘ SOUTHERN
BREEZE

•51 51 05'36 North
bound 8

H.M.64 LEEDS
UNITED 52 53 05 04 M ilfo rd

Haven 8
i

5 U/Vs TOTLAND 53 51 04 42 Clyde 12

2 M/Vs WAVENEY 51 26' 04 20 Clyde 14

S itu a tion a t 1959A/12th November. 1942 

Section  N.W.

U.R.49 GAVOTTE 61 36 14 21 to  61 57 15 30 
HUGH WALPOLE thence 63 01 21 25
QUADRILLE

R.U.48 KING SOL 60 09 15 08 to  59 58 14 40 
REIGHTON WYKE thence 358 (lego.

■Rnt.t. oT T,p.v;i.q fitSTARNES Butt o f Lewis 6'

140 clegs.O .N.3.J. U.S.S. BIBB 58 45 24 10
144 U.S.S. DUANE
G.T.U. U.S.S. INGHAM
24.6.4.

0.N.S.144 PCTEMTLM 57 08 20 15 to  57 28 21 39 3
(E ) EGLANTINEC.T. u. motStbretia
24.1.4 ROSE

VERVAIN
ST..JLANS

S itu ation  a t 1959A/12/1.1/42 

Section  S.W,

U.S.S.GURNARD

HURRICANE

WATCHMAN
ANGHUSA
DAHLIA

55 23 20 33 to 54 40 20 01 
thence 56 30 12 45

53 35 31 08 

55 20 31 38

DIANTHUS
TRILLIUM
BURZA

St. Johns 16 

To St.
Johns N.F. 10

74

K.M.S.3 BLACK SWAN 53 47 13 55 to  53 30 19 59 
(E ) 1 Sloon thence 50 33 24 25

8 C orvettes
44

IC.X.6/
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K.X.6 LANCASTER 45 31 15 52 to 45 21 15 55 WELLS thaneG 38 50 14 453 Corvettes4 trawlers
C. F.7 SHROPSHIRE 41 42 24 22 to 50 11 21 17ARROWACTIVEDUNCANANTHONY

1355A/12
Advance copy sent Duty Captain D.0,D.(H) D.T.D,
V.G.N.S. v A.C.N.S.(T)A.C.N.S.(H)A.C.N.S.(F)(2)N.A. 1st 3*L.Capt. Pirn.D. 0.6. H»2)D.O.D.(F)(2)Duty Captain (2) U.S.N.D.A/S.W.Hd. of M. D.D.I.C. (3)
I.P.(2)W.D. * " —D.T.D. M »D.T.D. 3 D.T.D. (0D. of P. (2) liral Bla Ira D.II.S*
Admiral Blake (2) rasey (2Admiral Ramsey D.M.S*
d. of p.m

)

111

“T * • ! ’  ‘A

OR G
**•:«*«

■^EC***



MOST SECRET.

493
12.11.1942.War Diary. Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Patrols. My 1101A/11. "Cadger" returned, 0855/12.

(P.O.I.C. Portland, 0901/12).
-----------------^1. Intend M.G.Bs. 51 (S.O. and 50 to patrol on

latitude 50° 20' N., between 1° 45' W. , and 2°
25' W., tonight, leaving Weymouth at 1815 and returning from 
patrol line at dawn. Codeword "Object".

(P.O.I.C. Portland, 1114A/12).
M.L. Patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.Ls. 184 (S.O.) 180, 259*
3» Patrol. 7 miles 065° and 245° from 120° Start 22.
4* Object. To intercept E-boats.
5* Information own. 3 M.T.Bs. leave Dartmouth for Southward 
at 1800 returning at daylight. Enemy E-boats may operate from 
Cherbourg or Guernsey.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth at 1700 today and proceed on 
patrol. Leave patrol at daylight 13th to return to Dartmouth.
7. Codeword "Obstacle".

-----— / (C. in C. Plymouth, 1349A/12).
M.T.B. Patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.T.Bs. 235 (S.O.), 240, 231.
3. Patrol between positions (a ) 040° Sept lies Light 7 and (B) 
285° Sept lies Light 12.
4. Object. To intercept enemy shipping on coastal passage. 
Details.

— ----- >(C. in C. Plymouth, 1355A/12).
'^M.T.B. 56 (S.O.), 54»M.G.B. , oil, 615 proceed to carry 

out sweep tonight as in my 1152/11. If any boat falls out, 
remainder are to patrol 50° 10’ N., 1° 30’ W., and are not to 
carry out sweep. Codeword "Advent". E.A. 5 patrol, CMAASfstfflff 

•15 (S.O.) and 5. Portland patrol M.G.Bs. 51 (S.O.) 50 on 
latitude 50° 20* N. , between 1° 45’ W., and 26 25’ W.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1507A/12 to HORNET).
------ ^M.G.Bs. 51 and 50 patrolling 15 miles South St. Albans Head

leaving Weymouth, 1815/12 and patrol line at dawn.
2 CHAadfiU&fl on patrol in vicinity of E.A.5 buoy. M.T.Bs. 56 and 
54 M.G.Bs. 611 and 6 15 patrolling to Southward passing Needles 
1815/12 and 0745/13.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1547A/12).
Patrols tonight. 2 M.G.Bs. (L; Z 26. 2 M.G.Bs (L) Z 22.

2 M.G.Bs. (S) Z 19. 2 M.G.Bs. (S) Z 16.
(C. in C. Nore, 1605A/12).
Your 1349A/12. "Obstacle".
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1704/12 to C. in C. Plymouth).

--------^Cancel my 1355A/12. Weather unsuitable.
(C. in c. Plymouth, 1747/12).
M.Ls. 220 and 207 patrolling between Dumpton and N.E. Spit 

buoys, E.T.D. 1810, E.T.H. 0755/13.
(V.A. Dover, 1816a/12).

------- ^Your 1349/12. "Obstacle" returned owing to weather.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 2016/12 to C. in C. Plymouth).

/Dover...



MOST SECRET,
494

War Diary. 12.11.19U2.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Dover and
Folkestone
shelled.

Operations - Contd.
Last night ll/12th between 2235 and 01406 enemy 
batteries fired eight single rounds, five in 
Dover Area and three in Folkestone. No casualtje 
and slight damage at Dover. At Folkestone hit 
on A.A. Site caused five military casualties, 
four killed and one injured.
(V.A. Dover, 1131A/L2).

Unknown Your 1109 /10. Information obtained is of great
operation. value. A further run during next dark period

more to the southward is desired. Request this 
may be arranged if possible.
(C.C.O. , 1U30A/12 to F.O.C. Dover).

A/C crossing 
South Coast.

Allied Air Activity.
A 358 12th November cancel my A.2U5 dated 10th 
November. Any aircraft compelled of necessity 
to cross the South Coast below one thousand 
feet is to give widest possible berth to places 
named in my signals A 767 dated 29th September 
A 337 9th October and A.587 lUth October.
(Air Ministry, 1727A/12).

S.N.17 A
Mining.
Operation S.N.17A completed. 
(ADVENTURE, 0730/12 to Admty).

Dover Area. 
Enemy Mines.

My 18UO/9. Following daylights slack-water R/Cs 
for enemy minefields were made by M.G.Bs. and 
M.A.S.Bs. yesterday.
(A) From D Buoy via Bassurelle Shoal to 
Vergoyer Bank. Two mines were sighted on this 

route in vicinity of Bullock Bank - which were probably 
drifting but this is being confirmed. Moored mines were seen 
within S.W. limit of Q. Z.X. 786 as well as several drifting 
mines•
(B) In gap between Q.Z.X. 788 and 797 where further mines were 
sighted and though this gap was used on night of 10/11 vide my 
1052 /II further exploratory work is now necessary.
(C) In South Falls Sandettie Area where one minefield was 
delineated between the tail of the Falls and charted position 
of MS" Buoy ten miles to north eastward. The southwest end of 
another field was found to be in position 135° North Foreland 
20 and this presumably extends for about ten miles along the 
southeastern edge of the Sandettie Bank. All mines sighted were 
German "R” type moored shallow so that they are visible at slack 
water.
It is suspected that another minefield may exist between 
Sandettie and Fairy Banks.
(V.A. Dover, 1318A/12).

/My..•
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Y/ar Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

12.11.1942.
Thursday.

Mining.
Dover Area. 
Enemy Mines, 
Contd.

My 1318/12. Request that 2 Areas enclosed by 
mines joining the positions given may be declared 
dangerous owing to presence of enemy mines moored 
on surface.

(1) 051° 14' 42” N., 001° 48' 36" E.
051° 21* 54” IT. , 001° 58’ 30” E.It]

(3) 051° 20’ 36” N., 002° 00’ 00” E. (4) 051° 13’ 36” N.
001° 14-5' 36” E. 
(B) (1) 051° 11’ 
002° 01’ 2k” E. 

051° 07' 30”(4) 051
(P.O.C.

18” N., 001° 
(3) 051° I V  
IT. , 001° 1+8 ’

48’ 2+2” 
2k" N. , 
18” E.

a., (2)» V 2 )  
002 °  04 ’

051° 16’ 06” E. 54” N.,

Dover, 1319A/12, 1047A/13).

Lyme Bay 
sweep.

My 1858/10. Operation completed with negative 
results. Intend remaining at Portland 13th 
and 14th for coaling, storing, and maintenance 
repairs.
(M/S 4, 1759A/12 to C. in C. Plymouth).

Off 55 A Buoy.
Mine exploded apparently accoustic 40 yards 
astern MENDIP in 185° 55 A Buoy 1.8 miles. 
No damage to MENDIP.
(Capt. D.21, 2050A/12 to C. in C. Nore).

U-boats
reported.

U-boats.
Am over S/M in 52.45 N., 20.57 V/. VYhen first 
sighted was on surface on course 043° 8 knots. 
Subsequently observed to submerge.
(A/C DU6j, 1034/12 to 15 Group).
Position at 1034 (?52°) 45* N., 20° 58’ V/.
(A/C J. of 423 Sqdn. 1143A/12 to 15 Group). 
U-boat sighted in 058° 248’ N., 01° 55' W. Course 
120° speed 5 knots.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1215A/12).

MISTRAL
Casualties & Defects. /wT:Cmdre. Londonderry's 0934/12. Number 1 boiler 
out of action due to leaking tubes. Intend 
entering Aultbea to effect repairs. E.T.A. 
0500A/13. Time required approx. 3 hours. 
(MISTRAL, I62I4A/I2).

SOUTHERN SPRAY SOUTHERN SPRAY steering compass quite unreliable 
due to magnetised steel plate in deck. Compass 
essential for safe navigation. Propose sailing 
vessel to Oban on 14th November for removal of 
plate and onward routeing to Milford Haven. 
(WESTERN ISLES, 1846A/12 to Admty).

REIGHTON Dome and oscillator lost. Ship leaking.
WYKE. Returning to Reykjavik. My position 062° I4O'

47”, 023® 0 0' 00”.
(REIGHTON 72YKE, 2330A/11 to A.C.I.C. )
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War Diary.

12.11.19U2.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys.
C.F. 7 Convoy C.F. 7 comprising VOLENDAM, ANTENOR,

MALOJA and SAMARIA for Liverpool and HIGHLAND 
BRIGADE for Avonmouth is due U.K. about 17th 
November*
(D.S.T., 0112A/12)

A.M. 1329/8. Destinations as follows VOLENDAM, ANTENOR, 
MELOJA and SAMARIA to Liverpool. HIGHLAND BRIGADE to 
Avonmouth.
2. C. in C. W.A. is requested to arrange onward passage of 
HIGHLAND BRIGADE as requisite.

(D.O.D. (H.;, 2009A/12 to C. in C. W.A.)

K.M.F.3 Intend to sail WESTON, AZALEA, FOLKESTONE,
WELLINGTON, GORLESTON from Lough Foyle at 
2200A/12 arriving Greenock 0800A/13* C. in C.
W#A* 1222A/7 refers«
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry, 0919A/12 and 1609A/12).

My 0919A/12, 1609A/12. Sailed.
(Cdre. Londonderry 2200A/12).
My 1222/7. ORONTES delayed till noon Friday. Request you 

will sail one "S" class destroyer as soon as possible to escort 
to Clyde.

(C. in C. W.A. , 11+20A/l2 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry).

H.X. 215
33

Your 2231 concur.
(C. in C. W.A. , 0932Z/12 to Cdre. N.F.)
Your 1213/11. Unless you can arrive at St.
Johns N.F. in time to fuel and provide 
effective escort to H. X. 215 return to Londonderr 
(C. in C. W.A., 0936Z/12 to HURRICANE).

Operation Following ships discharging Molotovsk -
F.B. EMPIRE GALLIARD, HUGH WILLIAMSON, RICHARD ALVEY.

Ashore Dvina Bar JOHN WALKER, hoped to refloat 
p.m. today. No sign of EMPIRE GILBERT.
(S.B.N.0. Archangel, 13U1A/12 to Admty).

A.M. 1957/4 and S.B.N.0. North Russia, I636/II. JOHN H.
B. LATROBE, has returned to Reykjavik.

(A.C.I.C., 1819A/12).
Positions of submarines at 0800/13 and movements for 

following 21+ hours.
(A) 0.15» approx, position 71° 20’ N., 06° 58' E., probably 
on surface for Lerwick.
B) P.312, 68° 05' N., 09° 50’ E., probably on surface through a® r a »

$21°w

12° 59' E. thence to waiting position 71 28'
01* E. probably on surface through 
thence to waiting position 71° 10’ N.

9° 58’ N. ,
21° 50’ E.

P. 216 67° 1+0’ N., 09°
9° 58’ N. , 12° 59* E.,
21° 01' E.UREDD, 6 5° 50’ N., 06° 30’ E., probably on surface through 
7° 38’ N., 09° 05’ E., and 69° 59' N., 11° 50’ E., thence to 

waiting position 70° 54* N., 20° 11* E.
(F.O.S. , 1831A/12).
Report delayed owing to poor W/T conditions. P.C.S. 070 

00’, 003° 00’ E., 190° nine. Nothing further to report.
(0.15, 2000A/11 to F.O.S.)

/Q.P.15
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
Q.P. 15 Your 2358A/10. E.T.A. 1900A/16. Request groups

P, Q and R from 0001A/16.
(Capt. D.8., 1030A/12 to C. in C. H.F.)
C. in C. H.P., 2358/10, 11+22/11, and my 1106A/9. 

Q.P. 15 will be ready to sail Dvina Bar 11+00A/17 and will 
consist of following 2l+: British. TEMPLE ARCH (Commodore Meek)
DAN-Y-BRYN (Vice Commodore of Convoy), EMPIRE TRISTRAM, EMPIRE 
SNOW, EMPIRE MORN (Cam), EMPIRE BAFFIN, GOOLISTAN, OCEAN FAITH. 
American. VIRGINIA DARE, SAHALE, NATHANIEL GREENE, EXFORD, 
WILLIAM MOULTRIE, PATRICK HENRY, SCHOHARIE, ESEK HOPKINS,
SAINT OLAF.
Russian. KOMILES, ANDRE MARTI, TBILISI, PETROVSKE, BELMORKANAL. 
Total 22 merchant ships plus H.M.S. ULSTER QUEEN and COPELAND.
S. of A. 9^ knots.
Ocean escort from Archangel. HALCYON (S.O.) BRITOMART, 
SHARPSHOOTER, HAZARD, SALAMANDER, BRYONY, BERGAMOT, BLUEBELL, 
CAMELLIA, Local escort as ordered by S.B.N.0. North Russia,
This leaves in Archangel the following ships IRONCLAD,
WHITE CLOVER, CAMPFIRE, MEANTICUT and LAFAYETTE short of fuel 
but which can (corrupt group) be refuelled from ships mentioned 
in Admty. 1819A/llth, and ships too slow for inclusion in convoy 
American HOLLYWOOD . CHARLES R. MACCORMACK (?Russian) VOLGA 
FRED (corrupt group) ENGELBERG, KUS(?IZZ) LESOV, and KUSBAS. 
These will be sailed independently to Kola in accordance with 
S.B.N.0. North Russia's 1705A/10 when Soviet escort can be 
provided. Ships ex operation F. B. now proceeding from 
Molotovsk EMPIRE GALLIARD, RICHARD ALVEY and HUGH WILLIAMSON. 
JOHN WALKER ashore Dvina Bar expect to refloat tonight and will 
discharge Molotovsk.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, li+i+OA/12, 11+1+9A/12).

My 1UU9A/12 and C. in C. Home Fleet's 1352A/12. Add 
to ships sailing in Q.P.15. HOLLYWOOD, CHARLES R. MACCORMICK 
and any U.S. ships short of fuel and Soviet Ships which can 
be got ready in time. Further signal will be made. Speed 
of advance will be now 9 knots.

(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1537A/12).
Your 1907/llth. K.3*» will (?patrol) area until 22nd Nov. 

allowing a day or two longer if required. Admty. pass to 
H. Q. C. C. ,

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1608A/12 to Admty).
Seidisfjord departures C. in C. H.F's 2358/10 para. 2 at 

1305/12th. Admiralty recypher and pass to Admiral Miles. 
(A.C.I.C. , 17U7A/12 to S.B.N.O. North Russia).
My P.C.S. 069° 01+' 008° 13' E., 203° 5 knots. No 

survivors operation F. B.
(TUNA, 1801A/12 to Capt. S.9). &—  /» + 4 X 
C. in C. H.F., 1909A/11. '

(a) Intend to sail in LONDON at 2100/11+ for Seidisfiord passing 
through 066° 10' N., 012° 35' W., with ONSLAUGHT and OBDURATE. 
E.T.A. 1330/16.
(b) SUFFOLK and FORESTER are to proceed southabout from 
Hvalfiord so as to arrive Seidisfiord a.m./l6.
(c) Covering Force sails from Seidisfiord p.m. Nov. 17th to 
reach covering position p.m. Nov. 19th.

(C.S.I., 211+5A/12).

/Admiralty..•
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HOME COMMANDS.

Q.P.15Contd.

Shipping & Convoys.- JJ.

Admiralty 19U1/11 Russians have asked that four 
ships in Byelaya should be included in Q.P.15 
but I hope for early agreement to sail them 
independently.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 2150A/12 to S.B.N.O. 
Archangel, Admty. (R) Admiral Miles).

RANGITIKI, 
ORONENCE.

My 10U8/8 and 12UU/11. Intend sailing RANGITIKI escorted by WAVENEY at 1500/12, E.T.A. Clyde 
1900/13. Also ORONENCE from Barry Roads at 
1300/13 E.T.A. Clyde 1000/11+, independently if escort is not available.
(N.O.I.C. Cardiff, 121UA/12).

Examination As from OOOlA/23 examination at Workington is at Workington, waived for vessels bound for Whitehaven in as
far as British ships bound from U.K. Ports, not calling at intermediate ports in Eire, are 

concerned, subject to the provision that their arrival at 
Whitehaven has been notified in advance through the Naval 
authority at the Port of departure. Entry into Whitehaven 
will be permitted subject to correct identification signal. 
Flags by day and flashing by night.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 16U3A/12).

R. C. and
R.C.N.Corvettes.

C. in C. W.A. HU7Z/5th and F.O.N.F’s 1812Z/11 concur. Strongly recommend all ships of A and C 
groups assemble Moville at least 2 days prior to Convoy meeting for Conference and sea traininj 
(C.T.G. 21+.7. 1700Z/12 to C. in C. W.A.)

HINDUSTAN,
ITHURIEL.

Admiralty’s 1710/10 and N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 
1711/11. ITHURIEL further delayed by gun defects. Anticipate sailing a.m./ll+th.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1931A/12 to Admty).

D.S.3U,
S.D.3U.

Convoy D.S. 3k consisting of LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE 13i knots will be ready to leave Clyde 28th 
November for Reykjavik returning as S.D. 3k»
2. A.C.O.S. is requested to arrange for two 
destroyers of 17th Division to provide Escort. 
(D.O.D. (H.), 2008A/12).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch”.

Admty reencypher and pass to N.C.X.F.F. at 
Gibraltar for information. This is G.T.F. 34 
dispatch 0408/12. "C.T.F. 30 (r ) O.T.F. 38
TITANIA, C.T.G. 34.10, Connav O.T.G. 30.1,
C. in C. Lant, C.T.G. 30.2, C.T.G. 26.5,
Com Transport GRAMPHFORLANTFLT, N.C.E.F. from 

C.T.F.34. Have TITANIA leave Tank Lighters to replace losses 
other ships your group. Sail with COLE as escort for first 
500 miles then proceed independently COLE returning Casablanca 
reporting to me. Routeing as follows subject to diversions 
by Adraty. or Connav.
(A) 34 N . 20 W. (B) 30 N. 40 W. (C) 33 N. 65 W. thence Base H 
Comtaskgroup 34.2 provide air coverage first day. Comtaskgroup 
26.5 requested cover by air in vicinity Bermuda and report 
probable time of arrival in Sha Frontir to Comeastseafron based 
on air observation."
(Cominch 0010Z/12 to Admty.)

ISAAC E.T.A. with PORCUPINE in company at T S G 0
SWEERS. position 12 is 1600Z/12. Request instructions

for R/V.
(ISAAC SWEERS 0017Z/12 to S.O. Force H. (R) 
N.C.X.F., PORCUPINE.)

Your 0017/12 join force "R" at 1700Z/12 in approx. 037° 
35' N. 001° 47' E. Top up with fuel and remain with them 
during the night.

(S.O. Force H. 0740/12 to ISAAC SWEERS (R) PORCUPINE, 
N.C.X.F. Force "R", C.S.10, S.O. Inshore Squadron.)
If Force "R" not met by dark keep west of 001° E. until 

2100Z and join in 037° 30' N. 002° 00' E. at 0600Z/13.
(S.O. Force H. 1646Z/12 to ISAAC SWEERS (r ) PORCUPINE.)

Going (?near) and anchoring near Aokas.
Request (?all possible protection) at daylight 
please acknowledge.
(Call sign 103F 0018Z/12 to S.N.O.L. Sector D.) 
From 10 3 F. Following has been read S.N.O. L. 
Sector D. Anchored 6 miles from berth A.2 
against coast in 6 fathoms of water. Request 
instructions and all possible protection from 
air attack.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0138/12 to Admty.)

(MARNE 
)torpedoed, 
iHECLA sunk.

«5i«r

Following received (corrupt group) SALVGNIA 
coming to assist HECLA. Report P.C. and S. 
(Gibraltar 0035Z/12 to Admty.)
Proceed forthwith with all despatch to assistance 
of HECLA torpedoed in 035° 43’ N. 009° 54' W. 
at 2315Z/11.
(2) MARNE and VENOMOUS are to stand by HECLA.
(3) Keep constant watch on Gibraltar broadcast. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0054Z/12 to F.S. LA MALOUINE,
LOBELIA, (R) Admty., VENOMOUS, N.C.X.F., 
VINDICTIVE, MARNE.)

MARNE and HECLA torpedoed. 
(MARNE 0105Z/12 to Gibraltar.)

/Request ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

/ MARNE 
\ torpedoed. 
( HECLA sunk 
( (contd.)
by U. 5o£

Operation "Torch” ..
Request you will sail 2 destroyers to R/V with 
VINDICTIVE as soon as possible after daylight. 
VINDICTIVE P.C. and S. at 0700Z/12 estimated 035° 
50' N. 007° 22’ W. 087° 17 knots.
(N.C.X.F. 0106Z/12 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) VINDICTIVE 
Capt. (S) 8, Cdre. F.)

MARNE has been torpedoed.
(VENOMOUS 0115Z/12 to Gibraltar.)
Add to my 0114 HECLA (?sunk) MARNE out of action my 

position 0001 035° 50' N. 009° 57' W.
(MARNE 0120Z/12 to Gibraltar.)
Proceed when ready with despatch to R/V as soon as 

possible after daylight 12th with VINDICTIVE estimated to be in 
035 50’ N. 007° 22' W. steering 217° 17 knots at 0700Z/12 and
act as escort to Gibraltar.
(2) Tug SALVONIA sailed at 0145Z/12 to assistance of HECLA 
torpedoed in 035° 42’ N. 009° 54' W. at 2315/11. SALVONIAspeed 10 knots.

(3) MARNE and VENOMOUS standing by HECLA.
(4) Communications: keep constant watch on Gibraltar broadcast
constant watch on 138 k/cs, and loudspeaker watch on 2410.
(5) MARNE now reported torpedoed at 0105Z/12 in same position.

W.

-A(F.O.C.N.A. 0120Z/12 to GLAISDALE, ALBRIGHTON. (R)
' VINDICTIVE, MARNE, VENOMOUS, SALVONIA, Admty.)
If comply with my 1846/11 proceed with all despatch to 

assistance of HECLA reported torpedoed in 035° 43' N. 009° 54' 
at 2315Z/11.
(2) MARNE and VENOMOUS are standing by HECLA and SALVONIA sailed 
at 0145z/l2 from Gibraltar to assist.
(3) Keep constant watch on Gibraltar Broadcast.

(F.O.C.N.A. 0141Z/12 to JAUNTY (R) Admty., N.C.X.F., 
VINDICTIVE, LEYLAND, MARNE, VENOMOUS.)
Your 0035Z/12. Proceeding without escort. My P.C. and 

S. 035° 40’ N. 009° 02’ W. 086° 17.

37*
(VINDICTIVE 0145Z/12 to F.O.C.N.A.)
My 0202Z/I2th not to HECLA. •tf'JAUNTY estimated to be in 

48’ N. 10° 18' W. at 2000A/11 may be proceeding to your
assistance speed 12 knots. JAUNTY keeping^ constant watch on 
Gibraltar broadcast. ^

(F.O.C.N.A. 0218Z/12 to HECLA, MARNE (R) VEMONOUS,
Admty., N.C.X.F.)
Request you will sail PRES^COTT with all despatch to assist 

MARNE in 035° 50’ N. 009° ?(057f) W. , . „ t Q(N.C.X.F. 0240Z/12 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Cde. (F) Capt. (S) 8,
HECLA, MARNE.) ,  ̂ ,Proceed as soon as ready with despatch to R/V as soon as 

possible after daylight with HECLA and MARNE both torpedoed in
035° 50’ N. 009° 57’ W.
(2) ~ U S  st^dingby. ^  p r e s qOTT (R) Admty., N.C.X.F.,

HECLA,*MARNE, VENOMOUS, VINDICTIVE, GLAISDALE, ALBRIGHTON,
JAUNTY, SALVONIA.) rto>,K„/no' Mv 0120/12. ALBRIGHTON sailed at 0245Z/12.

' (F 0 C N.A. 0307Z/12 to VINDICTIVE (R) Admty 
PRESCOTT, ALBRIGHTON, VENOMOUS, SALVONIA.)

• »

o  /  )  jy> .o  
GLAISDALE,

/My 0120/12 ...
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My 0120/12. H.M.S. GLAISDALE sailed at 0353Z/12. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0348Z/12 to VINDICTIVE (r ) Admty., 
GLAISDALE. MARNE, PRESCOTT, ALBRIGHTON, SALVONIA, 
VENOMOUS.) f> L S v

My 0246Z/I2th. ‘PRESCOTT sailed at 0440Z/12. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0431Z/12 to VENOMOUS, HECLA, MARNE, 
(R) Admty. N.C.X.F. VINDICTIVE, GLAISDALE, 
ALBRIGHTON, SALVONIA, JAUNTY.)

My 0221Z/12 to Admty. HECLA sunk. MARNE still afloat. 
VENOMOUS is getting short of fuel. S/M still in vicinity.

(VENOMOUS 0650Z/12 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty.)
■*Your 0142/12. Trust you killed your submarine. Tugs 

JAUNTY and SALVONIA proceeding to your assistance and also 
PRESCOTT. Report whether HECLA and MARNE towable.

(N.C.X.F. 0721Z/12 to VENOMOUS. ) * / > . Sot-

Request you will sail LANDGUARD and LULWORTH to assist 
MARNE torpedoed in 35° 42' N. 09° 54* W. VENOMOUS return to 
harbour on relief.

(N.C.X.F. 1052Z/12 to F.O.C.N.A. VENOMOUS (R) Capt. (S)
8th, A.S. Gibraltar, MARNE, Cdre. F.)
Proceed at best speed to relieve VENOMOUS screening MARNE, 

in 035° 50’ N. 009° 57’ W. at 0001/12. SALVONIA, JAUNTY and 
PRESCOTT are proceeding to assist VENOMOUS. Reported U-Boat 
still in vicinity at 0650/12 VENOMOUS return to Gibraltar on relief.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1130Z/12 to LULY/ORTH, LANDGDARD (R) N.C.X.F.,
E.G.40, VENOMOUS.)
Your 0121Z/12 (0221/12 intended) and my 0650Z/12. MARNE 

is towable. HECLA sunk. VENOMOUS has only 30 tons of oil 
fuel remaining, intend to attempt oiling from MARNE in 035°
27’ N. 010° 00’ W.

(VENOMOUS 1330Z/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) ALBRIGHTON.)
Reported position of MARNE 1200/12 035° 36' N. 009° 43' W.
(N.C.X.F. 1437Z/12 to VENOMOUS, PRESCOTT, SALVONIA.)
JONQUIL standing by MARNE until escort arrives. LOUISBEfRG 

has proceeded to join U.G.F. two. Am proceeding Casablanca 
forthwith. Request escort may join me at daylight tomorrow as 
fuel is probably insufficient. Have 380 survivors on board.
My P.C. and S. (?034°) 27' N. 010° 00' W. 133° 12 knots.
Request acknowledgment.

(VENOMOUS 1608Z/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) C.W.N.T.F.)
Sailed 1343/12 LANDGUARD and LULWORTH to relieve VENOMOUS.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1712Z/12 to Admty. MARNE, VENOMOUS, PRESCOTT,
SALVONIA (R) N.C.X.F.)

MARNE 
torpedoed. 
HECLA sunk 
(contd.)

U - S l S

My 1251Z/18 and 1601Z/11. 12 Catalinas now at
Freetown. They will fuel at Bathurst on way 
northward. Intend each to carry two depth 
charges if endurance permits when exact des
tination is known. Will sail BISCAYNE as soon 
as Catalinas leave.
(R.A.W. Af. 0037Z/12 to N.C.X.F.)

/Convoy ..
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Convoy
U.G.F.2
L —  fa-S J &

My 2301/9 6 ships ex U.G.F.2 can he accepted 
at Gibraltar on 13/ November. Remainder of 
convoy if they cannot be berthed at Casablanca 
should remain underway until harbour congestion

clears. Oilers BULKOIL and SEAKALE can be berthed in addition 
to the 6 ships. Report your intentions.

(N.C.X.F. 0111Z/12 to N.C. W.N.T.F. (R) Ships escorting
Convoy U.G.F.2.)
My 2330Z/11 port Casablanca heavily congested. 6 ships of 

your convoy and two oilers can be accepted.Gibraltar for time 
being. Divide convoy where convenient send Gibraltar section in. 
Arrive off Casablanca in early forenoon detach TERROR. Then 
remain at sea south of 35 until directed to return. TERROR 
should prepare to transfer mines to fill MIAN TON OMAH on arrival. 
Approaches to Casablanca area clear at present. N.C.X.F. pass 
also to Cominch Comnaveu Commander Task Force 38. (Your 0111Z/ 
12 refers.) '

(C.T.F. 34 0919Z/12 to C.T.F. 38 (r ) N.C.X.F. Cominch,
Coranaveu, Cinclant.)

U/B Am attacking S/M 035° 40' N. (?009°) 56' W.
attacked by (VENOMOUS 0142Z/12 to Gibraltar.) L 1 . ,
VENOMOUS.

Naval Personal from First Sea Lord.
Aircraft A. Your 1605Z/10 has come as a shock as I was
requirements. under the impression that Air Marshal Welsh had

responsibility, the Defence Committee having laid down that the 
Admty. are not to make any provision for F.A.A. squadrons of 
any type to operate from shore bases.
B. In view of last part of A. above the result is that F.A.A.
aircraft can only be provided for operating from the shore, even 
in an emergency, by immobilising one or more aircraft carriers.
We cannot afford to immobilise our large carriers and the
auxiliary carriers are urgently required to reduce the heavy 
sinkings in North Atlantic convoys due to reduction of escorts 
to provide for "Torch”.
C. It is of course necessary that you should have the necessary 
aircraft for "Torch".
D. Your para. 4 is not clear but we are working on the total 
requirement contained in your 1605Z/10 as 42 aircraft.
E. The one exception we can make as regards para. B is that 12 
Swordfish of 813 Squadron whicrh belonged to EAGLE can remain and 
be maintained. This reduces your requirement of 30 and if the 
5 Walrus are counted in to 25.
F. To meet this deficiency of 25 arrangements have been made to 
send you the following:
(l) 20 Wellington A.9.V. and Leigh Light of 179 Squadron. 
Commencing to leave by air in about 7 days.

made arrangements for the necessary aircraft for 
working over the sea, as this is an R.A.F.

2 no F.A.A. fighters for operating

and B.

/H ...
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Naval 
Aircraft 
requirements. 
(contd.)

H. Albacores are not available and for the 
reason given in Para. A the F.A.A. can no longer 
provide flare droppers.
J. The Alhacores and Swordfish working in the 
Eastern Mediterranean are a wasting asset for 
the reasons given in A and B but if you should 
require more torpedo aircraft I could ask Harwood 
if he could spare any owing to our advance in 
Western Desert.
(Sec. to 1st S.L. 0202A/12 to N.G.X.F.)

(? It is) (2 groups missing) to direct return 
of my air groups to U.S. as soon as army air 
and naval patrol planes have arrived in 
sufficient strength probably 12th. I further 
intend to release the cover groups as soon as 
there is reasonable assurance of non interference 
by other Vichy naval aircraft. To Patton by 
hand.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 0320Z/12 to N.G.X.F. (R) W.N.T.F.
C. in C. U.S. Fleet, G. in C. U.S. Atlantic 
Fleet.)
Your 0320/12. Concur release of air group and 
cover group at your discretion.
(N.G.X.F. 1147Z/12 to N.G.W.N.T.F. (R) W.N.T.F., 
G. in C. Lant, Gominch.)

My 1104Z/9 (N.T. in W.R.) please send Coasters 
FIATRA and HILDAR to Port Lyautey as soon as 
possible under air coverage without awaiting 
convoy. G.T.G. 34.8 and G.G.T.F.Z. informed 
in U.S. system.
(?S.O.W.N.T.F. 0323Z/12 to N.G.X.F. (R) G.T.G. 
34.8, C.G.T.F.Z.)

S/M sighted my P.G. and S. 037° 00' 002° 321 E. 
089° 8* knots.
(ROCHESTER 0400/12 to Gibraltar W/T.)

F.O.C.N.A*S 1807/11 (“Berth 01“ (not circulated)) 
Arrived Algiers before receiving Commander 
E.N.T.F’s 0925/10 (presumably N.C.C.N.T.F*s 
0925/10 intended “Proceed Gibraltar with all 
despatch”).
(ZETLAND 0600A/12 to N.C.X.F.)

Situation 
at Bougie.

■*> pp* fZolf. » 
iTa£

/ 5 % u., f a  f  i  f  t t
Situation 0730. KARANJA on fire being beached. 
J.S. Light Minelayer TRACY*still burning totally 
lost. TYNWALD mined and sunk. ^ROBERTS has 
steam but damaged, arranging for her to enter 
harbour. Have shifted my headquarters ashore.
<To W/T yet. -*-̂ 4. A* V(S.N.O.L. "D” 0736Z/12 to F.O. Inshore Squadron.) 
* Corrected later to CATHAY.

/Arrangements ...
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Situation 
at Bougie 
(contd.)

Petrol for 
JijJelli.

Operation "Torch" —  ̂  f) fj.
Arrangements Being made to send petrol to 
Jijelli "by L.G.M. Propose to saiI#MARNIX with 
survivors and GRPZ (STRATHNAVER) to Algiers as 
soon as possible.
(S.N.O.L.D. 0744Z/12 to S.O. Inshore Squadron.)

'XflAKftix *a N  S7
''Torch" (s) Para. 11 line 10 amend to read, all 
African bound vessels except local fishing craft 
are to be sunk.
(Capt. (S) 10 0756A/12 to S/Ms on Patrol.)

Landing L.C.Ms now toNo petrol at Jijelli. 
take it there.
(S.N.O.L. Sector D 0825/12 to S.O. Inshore Squadron.)

Petrol will arrive Jijelli by sea at 1300.
(S.N.O.L. Sector D. 0920Z/12 to S.O. Inshore Squadron.)

Air attacks 
"^at Bougie.

My position is 036° 44'My 0810 (N.T. in W.R.)
005° 08*.
(BICESTER 0858Z/12 to N.C. Inshore Squadron.)
Get in touch with Military and report (? to)
BITER at Jijelli.
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn. 0939Z/12 to BICESTER.)

Am being attacked by 30 energy A/C Bougie.
(BICESTER 1215/12 to Gibraltar W/T.)
Broad anchorage heavily attacked by 30 + aircraft between 

1110A and 1200A no damage to ships at sea and it is thought that 
no damage to harbour. No friendly fighters were seen. 
Percentage of 4 inch H.E. remaining BICESTER 32, BRAMHAM 65, 
WILTON 24. Have following casualties due to rounds from Y 
hitting ZAREBA (corrupt group) X gun and bursting, 1 Officer,
4 ratings killed, 4 ratings (groups missed) wounded from 

-*1CARANJA. Require 1 new Oerlikon mounting. Sailed with 
5 MARNIX for Algiers at 15 knots at 1230A^request fighter 
protection on passage. *■ /»/» b o 3, 6 ojT, * iwfr

(BICESTER 1252A/12 to S.O. Inshore Sqdn. (R) S.N.O.L.
Sector D.)Am "being attacked toy 9 enemy aircraft off* Bougie*
(ROTHER 1023/12 to Gibraltar W/T.) .
Heavy attack toy many Ju»88 on hand attack continuing no
SPEY61050/12 to ( S.O. Inshore Squadron (R) 104th D.D.)

*  Am being attacked by enemy A/C HATTON.

Heavy^ i r ^ a i d  o n ^ o r t ^ ^ S T R A ^ A V E R  military PSrsomel
a i d eB K ^ R  toUS g ? e r a ?  "SSSS £2*800 s a l v o r s J  W B A )  -> a n d  B^ ™ Lt, V l i 25Z/l2 to Flag or S.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

/Situation ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

- 505
12.11.1942.
Thursday.

Operation "Torch*1

Situation report 1200Z/12. Bougie heavy 
bombing attack at dusk 11th. (?ROBERTS) on
fire seriously damaged. CATHAY serious under
water damage and uncontrollable flooding.
AWATEA on fire and abandoned off Cape Carbon, 

crew saved. ’ Ship was westbound unloaded. One bomber shot 
down. Report 0730A/12. TYNWALD sunk during the night, 
suspected mined. KARANJA bombed and on fire, naval H.Q. moved 
on shore. W/T communication via destroyer. No report of 
empty shipping leaving port yet. Earlier on the 12th ships 
shot down two certain and one probable of four torpedo aircraft 
whose attack failed. i*SPEY reported sighting S/M off Bougie 
at 0810A/12. A/S patrol believe still intact.*
(2) Follow up shipping waiting for K.M.S.two and K.M.F.two for 
Bougie is held at Algiers.
(3) K.M.F.A.2 and K.M.S.A.2 arrived 0900/12. M.K.F.l and 
M.K.S.l sailed tonight with delayed portion following on 
Friday or Saturday. ^ R I N S E S  BEATRIX arrived 10(?00) 12th.
(4) #rST0RK torpedoed by S/M five miles north of Carbon (sic) at 
0312 whilst on A/S patrol. Has reached harbour. Hit forward, 
hull seriously damaged. No casualties.**!^, a Sjo

(F.O.I.S.S. 1157Z/12 to N.C.X.F.)

Air attacks 
on Bougie 
(contd.)

r< Sea

State of (Admiralty re-encipher and pass to N.C.E.F. at
Casablanca. Gibraltar for information.) 11C. in C. Lant

(R) C.T.F. 38, Cominch Naval Comdr. Expeditionary 
.* S . S . T O R T H O S  * 6 9 3  F«*&or<re from C.T.F. 34. JEAN BART reported sunk 
sit. /. li.itt. *  S3. west side QUJai commerciale four merchant vessels

sunk* east side SS PORTHETTS*north end. One merchant vessel 
west of North End Transverse jetty. One or two in area between 
Quai Commerciale and Transverse jetty. Two submarines south of 
jetty Delure. PRIMAUGUET and two destroyers beached east of 
Transverse jetty. Magnitude of salvage problem and vital 
necessity of clearing port indicate need of salvage personnel ' " 
and equipment greatly in excess of that planned. Recommend 
experienced salvage officer be flown in to assist in survey and 
to plan and supervise project”. This is C.T.F. 34 dispatch 
0441Z/12.
(Cominch 0905/12 to Admty.)

N.C.X.F. pass to R.A. W. Africa, U.S.S. BARNEGAT, 
BISCAYNE Comnaveu, Cominch, Cinclant, C.T.G. 34.8. 
My 2114Z/11 need for P B Y Squadron urgent.
Request estimated time of arrival Lyautey.
(C.T.F. 34 0928/12 to N.C.X.F.)

A.M. 1848/11, A.M. 1849/11 C.W.N.T.F. 2114/11 received 
corrupt and Comtask 34 0928/12.
1. 6 Catalinas of V P 92 leave Freetown for Bathurst to refuel
this afternoon they will leave Bathurst for Lyautey at 0100
tomorrow arriving about 1700.
2. Remaining 6 Catalinas will,leave Freetown noon tomorrow, 
mhey Y/ill leave Bathurst about 0100 Saturday arriving Lyautey 
about 1700. U.S.S. BISCAmE will leave Freetown for Lyautey
P,rn' Af. 1557Z/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) Comtask 34, Comtask

54.8.)

/a/s ...
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A/S I propose to fly Alhacore anti-Sub. V sweeps
Sweeps tonight between 1830 and 2200 in an area between
Force H. Algiers and Oran.

(2) Force H will keep west of 002° E. during 
these operations owing danger night air attack.

(3) Request you will inform me particular part of this area you 
wish searched with details shipping movements also if any 
bombing restrictions will be (? in force.)

(S.0. Force H. 0939/12 to N.C.X.F. (r ) R.A.A. F.O. Inshore 
Squadron, N.C.C.N.T.F. Cdre. Algiers, G.S.10.)
Your 0939/12. Sweep in area between 00 and 03 east north 

of0linf joining the following positions 56° 30' N. 00° 00* and 
37 00 N. 03° 00' E. No bombing restrictions in force in this
^ re^Ao to10™11 shipping convoy T.E.2 position at 1800 36° 11'N. 00 40 W. course 72 7 knots. Cdre. Algiers is requestedreport any other shipping.

(N.C.X.F. 1435Z/12 to S.0. Force H. (r ) R.A.(A) S.0.
Inshore Squadron, Cdre. Algiers.)

Direct me over S/M in position LBXP 3955. 
(BULLDOG 0950/12 to A/C C/S HM9Y•)

Oran. Can you berth one battleship, one carrier, 2 
cruisers and attendant destroyer at Mers\-el- 
Kebir without serious interference with unloading? 
(N.C.X.F. 0954Z/12 to F.O.I.C., Oran (r ), S.0. 
Force I, N.C.C.N.T.F.)

Algiers. Can cruisers be berthed at Algiers without 
serious interference with unloading? If so how many?
(N.C.X.F. 0956Z/12 to Cdre. Algiers (r ) S.0. Force H.)

11th Nov. Increased U-boat and Air attacks on shipping
to 2400 aided by temporary failure to establish fighters
Sitrep 5. at Jijelli resulted higher casualties. Dawn

landing of 36 Infantry Brig. Group at Bougie 
unopposed. Projected landing Jijelli abandoned 
owing swell. Force now landed Bougie and moving 

Jijelli by road. Algiers 10/11 Combat teams assembled removing 
guards from French Headquarters and barracks. City «ia« cdm 
reception friendly and dock labour returning. THOMAS STONE 
arrived Algiers. !To£,
Oran 1 blocked ship towed clear,‘available berths 8 alongside and 
gas at anchor. Subsequent reports indicate reservist force made 
gallant attempt to prevent scuttling from 2 sloops which succeeded 
in penetrating harbour, 1 reaching Western end as planned. 
th Qfharss-e of ships proceeding at Arzeu and Mers el Kebir. 
Casablanca area French Army capitulated 0700 hours. All landings 
continue weather conditions continuing favourable. Ou® ^ e b o u  
partially blocked by 2 ships but landing craft working from ships 
Sr-r to Port Lvautey. Air reconnaissance reported Fedala

/Force ...
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11th Nov. 
to 2400 
Sitrep 5. 
(contd.)

Force entering Casablanca, part of combat command 
from Safi between Axemmour and Maxagan. Enemy 
reinforcements advancing from Marrakech, success
fully repulsed, 10 November. Off Fedala transport 
destroyer and oiler torpedoed by submarine, former 
sunk later, two damaged. In Casablanca Harbour 
at least 9 ships sunk.

Air Gibraltar. 27 A/S Sorties during day. 7 submarine 
sightings, 3 attacks. P.R.U. Sorties to Toulon and 
Philippeville. Beaufighter R/C Casablanca area successful. 
Algiers area Axis air attack on Maison Blanche Aerodrome night 
of 10/11 November. No damage. 36 transport aircraft with 
British paratroops arrived Maison Blanche from Gibraltar dawn 
11 Nov. 12 transport aircraft also arrived from Oran with 
U.S. Paratroops. 14 Bisleys also arrived Blida direct from U.K. 
No air activity reported from Oran and Casablanca area. 
(Commandeth Gibraltar 1000/12 to Abfor.)

Salvage. 1. Salvage equipment and personnel for harbours

2. "In anticipation of salvage requirements at the ports to be 
under U.S. control, 1 salvage vessel is now with Commander 
W.N.T.F, and 2 additional salvage vessels are en route to that 
port.
3. They are equipped to start operations and continue them for 
10 days to 2 months depending on nature of work.
4. Additional salvage supplies are either en route or available 
on East Coast. The exact status of this additional material
is being investigated.
5. Captain Ellsberg has been loaned to the U.S. Army and is 
now in or en route to Turkey. The Army will make him available 
to Admiral Cunningham as soon as possible.
6. No other Naval Salvage ships are available on the East 
Coast. It is estimated that at least 2 Merritt-Chapman-Scott 
vessels can be made available to sail in about 2 weeks, equipped 
to perform 10 days and 2 months work, depending on amount and 
kind of work.7. Additional gear and supplies can be made available on East 
Coast in 1 week to 10 days to support these operations for 2

months of ceneral work. An accurate estimate of

taken up with Navy. Nanf gave following 
memorandum to C.C.S. here.

now at Urban to fly to Oran without delay. 
(Agwar 1011Z/12 to Usfor.)

/Enemy ...
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Enemy report T.O.O. 0718, these 2 ships will 
be recormaissanced at noon, since Tunis is 
blocked consider destination probably Bizerta. 
(Capt. (s) 10 1034A/12 to S/Ms on patrol
(r ) n .g .x .f .)

Situation 1. Bougie. Enemy air attacks by about 50
Report No.8 aircraft resulted in

(A) AWATEA being set on fire and abandoned.
(B) ROBERTS considerable upper deck damage. r .
(C) ARGUS damage to flight deck but still in 52 V * 4 
operation. A. bay
French Port Authorities at Bougie co-operating.

2. Algiers. Port working improving. All ships of assault 
convoys should be sailed for Gibraltar by p.m. 12th November.

* THOMAS STONE arrived in tow. LEEDSTOWN now sunk. * /*/* so*, s/<>
3. Oran. 1 block ship at inner entrance towed clear and S/'x ' 
outer boom obstruction removed. Berth now available for 8 
ships in harbour. Remaining quays blocked by scuttled ships 
but hoped that majority can be raised.
4. WALNEY and HARTLAND had made a very gallant attempt to 
prevent this scuttling. Both ships entered harbour and 
succeeded in landing troops. WALNEY penetrated to western 
end of Bassin Gueydin before being sunk.
5. Discharge at Arzeu and Mers-el-Kebir proceeding rapidly 
using landing craft, landing ships, tanks and small landing 
ship infantry in addition to alongside berth. Intention is 
to open up Mostagnem and Nemours as soon as possible.
6. Fedala. Submarine attack sank transport JOSEPHUS (? JOSEPH 
HEWES and damaged destroyer HAMBLE3PGN and Oiler PEB00SKI
(? WINOOSKT) Submarine counter attack hopeful. Nine or more 
ships sunk in Casablanca Harbour including five at Quai 
Commerciale.
7. HECLA and MARNE torpedoed by*submarine in position 35.50 N. 
09.57 W. at 0114/12. HECLA sunk. Tugs en r o u t e . S o /
8. Losses off Bougie largely due to failure to occupy Jijelli 
aerodrome by sea due to swell. Now occupied by land. Anti
submarine air patrols made three attacks j^n U-Boats of which 
one very promising.
9. Situation appears favourable for rapid exploitation.
A Commando embarked in two destroyers should reach Bone a.m.13th. 
(N.C.X.F. 1051Z/12 to Admty. (R) V.A.M.. V.A. Gibraltar,
C. in C. Med., B.A.D. A.F.H.Q. (London))

N.C.X.F. 1017Z/12 see 1051Z/12 which gives the entire 
message.

Forte R. Intend to sail Force R for Gibraltar when both
oilers are empty probably noon tomorrow 13th 
Nov. unless you require them sailed to Algiers 
to take advantage of their escort.
(S.O. Force H. 1052Z/12 to N.C.X.F., (R)_
S.O. Inshore Squadron, C.S.10, Cdre. Algiers.)

/AURORA
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Intend to sail Arzeu for Gibraltar at 1800Z 
routed through positions 13 thence direct.
S. of A. 20 knots.
(AURORA 1055Z/12 to N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) N.C.X.F. 
? A.S. Gib.)

E.T.A. ?(17)00.
(FLUELLEN 1100Z/12 to S.N.O.L. Z.)

U/B sunk 
by STARWORT.
1. LOTUS 0 

Cc»J- b8A-S)-

German S/M sunk by STARWORT 036° 07’ N. 001° 
00’ W.
(WESTCOTT 1104Z/12 to N.C.X.F.(R) N.C.C.N.T.F. 
F.O.C.N.A. Admty.)

My 1104Z. Prisoners taken as follows. STARWORT 1st 
Lieut, plus 28. VERITY 7. WIVERN Captain plus 8.
Submarine was U ^660^ and sunk as result of depth charge 
attack by STARWORT.

(WESTCOTT 1150/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.N.T.F., F.O.C.N.A. 
Admty.)

Proceed to westward at best speed. Orders 
follow.
(Gib. W/T 1105Z/12 to LANDGUARD.)

Naval A.M. 1700/11 not to S.O. Force H. F.O.C.N.A.
aircraft. I do not know A/C losses in Force H. or ARGUS

but position here is as follows.
(l) FURIOUS no Albacores remain serviceable, 3 

under repairs, 3 Swordfish earmarked to replace. Seafires 
15 serviceable plus 5 repairable.
(2) On shore Gibraltar. 833 squadron being completed to 6 
Swordfish for local patrol. 3 Swordfish earmarked for FURIOUS. 
In reserve 19 Seafires, 8 Hurricanes, 4 Swordfish.
(3) At Algiers and Oran 12 Swordfish 813 squadron.
r>ara. 2 as soon as you can break W/T silence request you will 
Drooose programme which will effectively equip FURIOUS and 
FORMIDABLE for immediate further operation in Mediterranean 
and allow VICTORIOUS to return to U.K. with fighters not 
required by you and sufficient T.S.R. for essential A/S patrols. 

(N.C.X.F. 1107Z/12 to R.A.A. H.F. (R) (?Admty.) S.O.
Force H., F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1107/12. Propose:(a) FORMIDABLE takes 2 Albacores, 7 Martlets from VICTORIOUS,

(b) FURIOUS takesG6 Albacores from VICTORIOUS and 11 Seafires
fc?lTFORMIDABLE with 12 Albacores, 27 Martlets, 8 Seafires and 
l iT P T O T T s  S t h  9 Albacores, 26 Seafires will then have normal 
aircraft^omplement which will least difficulty in stones.
These are also part of complement for the Med.
(d) VICTORIOUS will have 9 Albacores, 4 Seafires, 7 Martle s, 
Fulmars which is enough to go home with.

/ ( e ) • • •
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(e) Aircraft from VICTORIOUS to he transferred 
without crews. Am strongly against transferring 
whole squadron or parting them as proposed as 
Admty's 1700/11. VICTORIOUS Squadrons should 
remain in their ships where they are now working 
Any deficiencies of air crews should he made up 

from pool at Gibraltar.
(f) Your 1208/12. VICTORIOUS and FORMIDABLE should he in 
harbour together to transfer aircraft stores and petrol.

(R.A. (A) H.F. 1735Z/12 to N.C.X.F. (r ) S.O. Force H.)

Naval 
aircraft 
(contd.)

efficiently.

Force 0. Force 0 less AVENGER will he north of 37° 10’ N.
and west of 001° E. during tonight. S.O. 
Inshore Squadron 0729Z/12 not to Capt. (S) 8 refers.
(C.S.10 1125Z/12 to N.C.X.F. S.O. Force H. S.O. 
Inshore Squadron, Capt. (s) 8.)

Examination of aerodrome at Oran after attack by 
8 Alhacores and 22 fighters F.A. dawn 8th Nov. shows.
(A ) Destroyed in hangar or on Tarmac nearby 9 
(?Le)o 451, 6 Bloch 175, 7 Dewoitine 520, 3 
(light?) aircraft.

(B) Destroyed on aerodrome 22, of which half twin-engine bombers 
and half Dewoitine 520. Total 47. Own aircraft one mark.
(2) Hurricane and one Albacore Numbers B.F.665, G.B.W. 88799 
both burnt out. Bombing was very accurate nearly all bombs 
falling inside hangars. This probably accounts for our complete 
immunity from air attack during (first entry?). All aircraft 
were bombed up alerted and ready to fly.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1139Z/12 to N.C.X.F. FURIOUS (R) BITER, R.A.A. 
DASHER, R.A.N.A.S. Admty.)

Air attack 
on Oran 
8 Nov.

Your 2019Z/11 (Not received) Retention*KEREN is 
nor acceptable. Request should be made to 
Captain*THOMAS STONE for use of that ship pending 
other arrangements.
(N.C.X.F. 1153Z/12 to Algiers for Chief of Staff.)

STORK
torpedoed.

*" " *■ *  / > •  b o b

/>/» b a i  * > o f

My 1156Z/12 part 3 final,
2. Following up shipping of K.M.S.2 and K.M.F.2 
for (?Bougiej is held Algiers.
3. K.M.F.A.2 and K.M.S.A.2 arrived 0900/12. 

J.K.F.l and M.K.S.l sail tonight with delayed portion following 
)n Friday or Saturday. PRINSES BEATRIX arrived 1000/12.5—
j. STORK torpedoed by S/M 5 miles North of Cape Caxine at 0312 
vhile on A/S patrol. Has reached harbour. Hit (?forward), 
lull deriously damaged. No casualties.
S.O.I.S. 1156/12 to N.C.X.F.)
Part 1 and 2 not received.

/Three ...
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Morning 12th.
(1) Taranto photos. 3 Littorio battleships,
5 Destroyers have sailed, otherwise unchanged.
(2) Messina visual 4 Destroyers have sailed 
cruiser still present.
(3) Naples visual unchanged.

(4) At sea 2 merchant ships, 5 Destroyers 038° 00’ N. 011° 30* E. 
course westerly 10 knots at 1015A.

(V.A. Malta 1216A/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) E.N.T.F., C.N.T.F.
S.O. Force H., C. in G. Med. F.O.G.N.A. Admty., MANXMAN.) 
P.M. R/C. My 1216/12 (l) 3 Battleships, 11 destroyers 

039° 54’ N. 014° 19’ E. at 2120A/12.
(2) Trapani 8 Italian E-Boats sailed.
(3) Palermo (?2) U-Boats sailed.
(4) Other ports no change.

(V.A. Malta 2211A/12, 2221A/12 to N.G.X.F. (R) S.O. Force 
H., Admty., E.N.T.F., G.N.T.F., G. in G. Med., F.O.G.N.A.) 
P.M. R/C. My 1216/l2th.

(l) 3 battleships, 11 destroyers 039° 54' N. 014° 19’ E. at 
2120A/I2th.
(2} Trapani, 8 Italian E-boats sailed.
(3) Palermo, 3 destroyers sailed.
(4) Other ports no change.

(V.A. Malta 2221A/12 to N.G.X.F., (R) Admty. etc.)
You have no doubt considered possibility that Italian 

capital ships reported N. of Messina may be bent on blockading 
French Fleet or cutting them off if they sail.

(1st S.L. 1915A/12 to N.G.X.F.)
Your 1915/12 yes but I fear this is too much to hope for. 
(N.G.X.F. 2135Z/12 to Admty.)

War Diary.

Three 
Italian 
Battleships 
at Sea.

Ref. G.224. Appreciate necessity for information 
requested in your G.224, but reports not yet 
received from Task Forces.
Known that Oran is blocked by sunken ships and 
only 2 alongside berths so far available. No 
estimate yet available when further alongside 
berths will be cleared nor of state of cranes 

Estimate requested from G.T.F. Expect early report from 
Algiers and Bougie. No report from Casablanca. Command Post 
Party visiting Casablanca today.
(A.F.C.P. Gibraltar 1221Z/12 to Abfor.)

U-Boat attacked by A/C 035° 55’ N. 008° 17' W. 
about 1230Z/12.
(N.C.X.F. 1255Z/12 to PRESCOTT, LANDGUARD, 
VENOMOUS.)

Mines off 
Tunis.

Your 0942A/12. Yes please.
(N.C.X.F. 1300Z/12 to V.A. Malta (R) Admty.)

Your 1828/11. Important that services of 
X-PELICAN should be retained as C.O. of 45th 
Escort Group. Request you will keep FLEETWOOD
in place of IBIS.
(D.O.D.(H) 1305A/12 to N.C.X.F. (r ) C. in C. W.A.)

p.i.7 /Consider ...
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Consider of vital importance that no public 
announcement be made of our forward movements 
nor any places mentioned since this is liable 
to produce immediate heavy scale of air attack. 
(F.O. Inshore Sqdn. 1320Z/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) 
Admty.)

Following for U.S. Naval Frontier Com. Oran from 
C.T.D. 11 (begins). U.S.A. THOMAS STONE re
quires major dry docking. Stern must be 
entirely rebuilt due to torpedo hit. Would 
it be practicable to repair her at Oran.
Could you arrange to tow her there. Info.
Com. E.R. E.U. For O.P. Navy and B.U. ships, 
ends.)
(N.C.E.N.T.F. 1330Z/12 to N.C.F.C.N.T.F.

My 2148Z/12 (as received). Also intend A/S 
air escort 13/11 dawn to dusk M.K.S.one, one C. 
(N.C.X.F. 1342Z/12 to S. & As Western Med.)

C.A.F.O. 834/41.

I
A) VERITY.
B) 1400Z/11.

C) 036° 01' N. 001° 12’ W.
D) 28.
E) 1915Z/11.
VERITY 1345Z/12 to Admty., N.C.X.F., N.C.C.N.T.F. 
F.O.C.N.A. (R) Capt. (d ) 13.)
Your 1315/lOth confirmed.
(N.C.X.F. 1355Z/12 to Admty. (R) C. in C. H.F.)

Disposition (corrupt groups) my 1600 position 
035° 38’ N. 010° 25’ W. Cowise 180°.
Advance 12.3 knots.
(U.G.F. 1402Z/12 JONQUIL.)

Brief situation report for area west of 
Algiers 2002Z/12 s/Ms excepted.
(1) T.E.3, 36° 15’ N. 00° 16' W. to Algiers 7.
(2) AVENGER, 4 U/Va, 2 destroyers R/V in 37° 
01’ N. 02° 15' E. and sail to Gibraltar 
2130Z/12.
(N.C.X.F. 1410Z/12 to S. & As in Area G.)

/Bizerta • • •
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R/C shows Bizerta partially blocked and appears
probable that shipping must anchor off breakwater. 
Submerged attack by moonlight as early as 
possible appears hopeful, seaward patrols must 
be expected.
(Capt. (S) 10 1445A/12 to P.48.)
Cancel my 1445A/12 the outer harbour can still 
be entered by merchant ships.
(Capt. (S) 10 1535A/12 to P.48.)

Detach Oran section under escort which is to 
rejoin on completion. Do not wait for craft 
in my 1401Z/11.
(N.C.X.P. 1505Z/12 to LOTUS (R) P.O.I.C. Oran.)

Oran area arrival T.E.3 departures LETITIA, 
ORBITA, ETTRICK, EMPIRE CONFIDENCE, ALAINOUS, 
WALT/ WHITMAN, HAVZLDAN, ST. ESSYLT. 
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1517Z/12 to Fairmiss (r ) N.C.X.F., 
F.O.I.C., Gibraltar.)

into Tunisia. Our forward troops reached Bone 
today Thursday. The ports of Algiers, Bougie, 
Arzeu, Mars-el-Febir and Fedala are working.

Ships have been sunk in ports of Oran and Casablanca which 
interfere with port working but this will I hope only be
we may well be proud. Next task is not finished. We must 
assist the Allied Army to keep up the momentum of their assault 
and reestablish our control of the Mediterranean.
(N.C.X.F. 1550Z/12 to All British S. and As concerned in 
operation "Torch", V.A. Malta (excluding ships refitting in U.K)

My 1209 (corrupt group). Consider arrival by 
nightfall 12 November of even one PBY or Catalina 
equipped for A/S of urgent necessity. Plane to 
patrol vicinity Fedala transports throughout 
night and co-ordinate attack with destroyer 
screen. Inform me of W/T and Voice call of 
plane. Unless otherwise informed transports 
will guard 3925 night 6666 day and 2410 Voice 
using call Viv for W/T and Dabchick Voice. 
(S.O.W.N.T.F. 1630Z/12 to N.C.X.F.)

FELIXSTOWE and CLACTON tonight return to 
anti-subs patrol off Arzeu.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1647Z/12 to EXE (R) RHYL.)

Situation 
at 1200/12

An armistice has been signed in North Africa 
but German Air and Ground units are infiltrating

temporary. The assaults went with a swing, a fact of which

/S/M situation ...
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1. P.51, P.222. P.228 off Toulon.
2. •*STURGEON 376 57' N. 00° 13’ W. diving hy
day two knots surfacing "by night nine knots 
course 41°. u*|
3. CLYDE 38° 12’ N. 07° 07’ E. diving by day 
two knots, surfacing hy night eleven and half 
knots through 38° 59’ N. 05° 01' E. thence 270.

4. /TRIBUNE left Gibraltar 1700/12 to eastwards on surface 
within 10 miles of Spanish (?group omitted) diving at dawn. 
(N.C.X.F. 1659Z/12 to S. & As in area G.

S/M
Situation in 
Western Med. 
at 2000Z/12.

NORFOLK,
CUMBERLAND.

N.O.X.F. 1041/11 not to C. in C. W.A. or
C. in C. H.F. Onward route through positions
D. 52° 02’ N. 18° 59' W.
E. 55° 57' N. 13° 01’ W.
F. 55° 35’ N. 08° 02’ W. thence to Clyde.
2. C. in C. H.F. is requested to order des
tination for cruisers and position in which 
they are to part company.
(D.O.D. (H) 1730A/12 to N.C.X.F. 167,
C. in C. H.F. (R) NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, F.O.C.N.A.
D .  1 7, S . 8 ,  ORIBI, OFFA, C. in C. W.A., F.O.I.C. 
Greenock.)

Tons 5. Request action as follows: N.C.C.N.T.F.
(a) Was serial 2 complied with (?)
(b) Initiate movement for serial 7.
F.O.I.C. Oran.
(c) Initiate movement for serial 4, 10, 11, 13,
14. E.F.G.
(d^'JURA and*RO0SAY and 10th Trawler Group as 
required by F.O.I.S. in accordance with appendix 2 
(e) Serial 9 may be deferred until Arzeu Bay is 
clear of shipping.
(N.C.X.F. 1746Z/12 to N.C.C.N.T.F. Flag 0. i/C 
Oran (r ) F.O. Inshore Squadron.)

^  . 3 / 4
Do not return to Gibraltar.
(FERMOY 1755Z/12 to WOODSTOCK.)

Special U/B 
Estimate, 
’Weather 
Forecast.

Admty. pass to C.T.F.34. Special U-Boat 
estimate east of 26 ’West (all positions are North 
and West unless otherwise indicated)
9 estimated Casablanca to Gibraltar.
7 Western Mediterranean.
In addition British estimate 27 Italians operat
ing invasion area.
4 Southbound off Southern Portugal.
3 Southbound Area 41.15.
4 Northbound.
09.19 09.21 31.21 58.18 3 homebound 45.06. 44.14 
from poor D.F. 0312z/l2.
44.18 from poor D.F. 2016Z/11.2 Westbound 48.10 52.23. One locality 48.40.
16.50 by D/F 1531Z/11.

/One ...
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One locality 40.40 21.30 by D/F 1042Z/12.
One refuelling suh area 50.25. One area 47.07. 
One 46.24. 4 estimated Azores to Madiera. One
Italian 22 21.30 by poor D/F. 0034Z/12.
2 off Dakar. 3 Patrolling. 0203.
03.06 02.09. Total Atlantic area 99. Weather 
forecast Atlantic coast Morocco Thursday and 
Friday. Partly cloudy. Wind light S.W. 

becoming Northerly 10 knots veering to N.E. Friday. Visi
bility 12 miles becoming poor v/ith haze during night. Base 
of low clouds 5,000 ft. Swell N.W. slight to moderate 
decreasing. Light Azores 1200Z. Thursday swell long moderate 
N.E. 4 feet period 8 seconds sea moderate to rough.
(Cominch 1815/12 to C.T.F.s 34, 38, 39 (R) Cinclant, G.T.F.30.) 
Passing action taken by W.R.

Special U/B 
Estimate, 
Weathdr 
Forecast 
(contd.)

My 1216/12. (?ROYAL ULSTERMAN) and SALACIA
should embark craft. Send remainder to Mers- 
el-Kebir with 8th Trawler Group. Tow them if 
practicable.
(N.C.C.T.F. 1832Z/12 to S.N.O.L.*Y’.)

One destroyer and one large unidentified 
warship both darkened steering 180° 17 knots in 
037° 50’ 000° 21' W. at 1830Z.

■*-( STURGEON 1840Z/12 to Capt. (s) 8, (r ) N.C.X.F.)

WELSHMAN. Remain off harbour entrance boat will be sent.
(S.O.W.N.T.F. 1846/12 to WELSHMAN.)
Sailed WELSHMAN at 1500Z/12 direct to Casablanca 
with Admiral Bieri U.S. Navy and small army staff 
to contact N.C.W.N.T.F. and General Patton 
expected time of arrival 1900Z.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1956Z/12 to Admty.)

U.S. Cruiser AUGUSTA is inside harbour. She 
sent boat for party at 1945Z. Intend closing 
harbour at 04002/13 to re-embark party. 
(WELSHMAN 2015z/l2 to N.C.X.F.)

Possible torpedo passed under ny stern approx, 
course 160° in 300 Cap/l(<&)Aigu(?i)lle a/1827Z. 

^'(VERITY 1850Z/12 to S.O. C.N.T.F. (R) WESTCOTT.)
<,— /j jfj*.
Proceed in execution previous orders.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 1908Z/12 to AMERICA. )

♦

U/B sunk S/M sighted in 037° 41’ N. 000° 10* W. at 1855/Z.
by CLARE. Observed to dive. CLARE attacked.

(C.S.10 1910Z/12 to N.C.X.F.)

/Conditions ..
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Condition of Your SVC 119. Condition of Casablanca Port 
Casablanca. appears satisfactory from aerial R/C.

Communications with W.T.F. most unsatisfactory. 
Expected to improve this matter during day.

In meantime am dispatching Admiral Bieri and Liaison Group to 
area by fast surface vessel to transmit instructions and 

collect information. Air situation slowly improves but have 
not yet ordered 2 P.B.Y. Squadrons into Casablanca where I 
am anxious to place them for anti-sub purposes. At all ports, 
the subs are concentrating and we must use every possible 
counter measure. Am.
(Gibraltar (relayed to Agwar) 1940Z/12 to Abfor.)

Following sent to C.T.G. 34.1 for action and 
Cominch and C. in C. Atlantic Fleet for 
information in another system is also information 
you (Begins). Covering group duties completed. 
Return home waters. Promulgate routeing. (Ends) 
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 2001Z/12 to K.C.X.P.)

Movements, 
Oran area.

U.G.F.2.,
to be
kept clear.

S 'o  3L. .

Oran area arrival^ROtfSAY, *JURA, GUARDIAN. DepartureMURORA, EXE, POLRUAN, RHODODENDRON, 
ABERDEEN, DEPTFORD, SWALE.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 2003Z/12 to Admty. (r ) N.C.X.F. 
F.O.I.C. Oran.) ^,y0^ !* tlt

Cancel my 0902Z/12. Request U.G.F. be diverted 
to clear this area until further directions.
Request TERROR be detached to proceed to Casablanca 
from rendezvous to be designated by you under 
escort of 1 destroyer. Intend to lay minefield 
off Casablanca using TERROR, MONADNOCK*M(IG?)TONO- 
MAH. N.C.X.F. pass to C. in C. U.S. Fleet,
C. in C. Atlantic Fleet and Comnaveu.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 2035Z/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) Comnaveu 
C. in C. U.S. Fleet, C. in C. Atlantic Fleet,
C.T.F. 34.8.) ¥ a m

,64/paYour 164r passed via SWALE. If FELIXSTOWE and 
CLACTON are returned to patrol EXE and SWALE 
will be only effective escorts for convoy of 8 
ships. RHODODENDRON, POLRUAN now with convoy 
insufficient,neither R D/F nor asdic effective. 
Request further instructions.
(EXE 2056Z/12 to N.C.C.N.T.F. (r ) RHYL.)

(i) Intend SCYLLA and CHARYBDIS proceed to 
Gibraltar in company with Force 0 to refuel 
before Joining Force H.
(ii) E.T.A. 0100Z/14. Request arrangements be 
made to transfer 5 officers and 102 ratings ex 
IBIS from SCYLLA, including 2 seriously ill. 
SCYLLA also has one officer seriously wounded in 
leg.

/(iii) •  • •
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(iii) ARGUS has 9 Seafire and 3 Hurricanes 
serviceable, *— -/> S«6
(iv) CHARYBDIS requires 2 right and one left 
guns H.4 complete for pom-pom mark 7. 4-̂ . 
(0.8.10 2103Z/12 to N.C.X.F. S.O. Force H. 
F.O.C.N.A., R.A.A. (R) SCYLLA, GHARYBDIS.)

Air France flying boat base has been taken over 
for Naval Aircraft. Details will be sent in 
writing. Walrus are based there and do 
continuous A/S Patrols. Request maintenance 
crews and store of disembarked aircraft be sent 
at very first opportunity. No stores available 

and all inspections being done by flying crews 
of aircraft.
(S.O.I.S. 2109/12 to S.O. Force H. (R) N.G.X.F. 
R.A.A.)

Request P.R.U. Naples at first light. 
(N.C.X.F. 2136Z/12 to V.A. Malta.)

Request information whether French cable ships 
ALSAGE and ARAGO are at Casablanca and if so
whether serviceable.
(N.C.X.F. 2150Z/12 to N.C.E.N.T.F.)

*

E. T.A. Bougie 0100A/13.
Jr(PELICAN 2200A/12 to N.O.I.C. Bougie (R)
F. O. Inshore Algiers.) *. , rA

Cinclant has for infd. Admty. re-encypher and 
deliver to C.T.F. 34 for action C. in C. A.F. 
for info. Request following information to 
make estimate of requirements. Names of vessels 
sunk. Any available information as to damage 
sustained. How were they sunk. Are ships 

upright or capsized. How much of ships remain above water. 
Depth of water. Character of bottom. Is water clear or 
muddy. Salvage Officer Capt. W.A. Sullivan arriging Lyautey 
via Type 314 Boeing Flying Boat Tuesday 17th if landing 
conditions permit. Advise.
(Vice Opnav 2220/12 to Admty.)

Expected time of arrival 0600Z/13. Request 
acknowledgment.
(■VENOMOUS 2222Z/12 to F.O. Casablanca (R) 
C.W.N.T.F.)

/RUTLEDGE •  •  •
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EDw A / 1 RUTLEDGE, 
task*.*. //.BLISS,
HuCH U. SCOTT

torpedoed.

Operation ''Torch*1 - contd.

Following is C.T. Group 34.9 1440/12 passed you 
for information (Begins) RUTLEDGE, BLISS, 
SCOTT torpedoed. Have gone to sea. Left 
three D.Ms with disabled ships. (27 groups 
missing) (??) 35.33 N • longitude 10.25 W.
Will await instructions (Ends).
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 2345Z/12 to N.C.X.F.)

Transports. Your 1807A/11.
(1) BATORY, MONARCH OF BERMUDA left Gibraltar 
ll/ll in special convoy for U.K. M.K.F.l sailed 
12/11 consisting of WINCHESTER CASTLE, SOBIESKI, 

LLANGIBBY CASTLE, WARWICK CASTLE, DURBAN CASTLE, LEINSTER, 
LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE for Clyde. DUCHESS OF BEDFORD, OTRANTO, 
DERBYSHIRE, TEGELBERG for Liverpool. E.T.A. obtainable from 
Admty.
(2} NIEUW ZEELAND sunk. ^  k a R A n T  A
(3) VICEROY OF INDIA,*LEEDSTOWN, KAOANOA sunk. AWATEA abandoned 
probable total loss. THOMAS j&. STONE damaged arrived Algiers. 
DEMPO some damage. CATHAY serious underwater damage and un
controllable flooding. LLANGIBBY CASTLE has structural damage 
engineers accommodation by shell fire. /KEREN will sail in 
M.K.F.2. Further report regarding remainder of K.M.F.l vessels 
will follow on as soon as information available. M.K.F.l 
should be able to maintain turn-round. Agreed.
(P.S.T.O.X.F. 1934Z/12 to D. of S.T.) * . . . - - „ „

*  s - - />/> Scjjbob ,sofr
/»•

Cables. Ref. No. G.258.
1. Discussion was had v/ith Admty. signals and 
cable and wireless London Office. Following 
submarine cable arrangements to serve Allied 
bases in N.W. Africa are suggested.

a. Provided Algiers-Gibraltar by joining Algiers-Marseilles 
number 4 to Gibraltar-Malta number 1.
b. Provided Casablanca-Gibraltar by relaying first 60 miles of 
Casablanc.a-Brest and tailing with 200 miles from Italian St. 
Vincent (Cape Verde) to Las Palmas.
2. Consideration given to connecting Casablanca to other point 
in cable system to give better outlet to U.S.A. and keep extra 
traffic off Gibraltar but difficulty of effecting necessary deep 
water linkage in winter conditions makes b. above seem best 
alternative.
3. Oran-Gibraltar has been mentioned for possible direct cable 
linkage and this might be effected by repair and diversion of 
Oran-Tangier. In view, however, of good land communication 
between Oran and Algiers, need for cable linkage does not seem

L  If you agree with foregoing, Admty. will take necessary 
action with cable and wireless to move cable ships and provide 
any additional operators and equipment found necessary, r a t later stap'e pest oration of Bona.—Malta caoles will e 
iportan?! Desirable that Eastern Telegraph Company Office at 
3ona should be occupied intact among first obDectives.

/6 ...
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O p era tion  "T orch "
# •

C a b les . 6 . U nderstand French c a b le  sh ip  ALSACE and
( c o n t d . )  ARAGO at C asab lan ca . P le a se  a d v is e . These

sh ip s  w ould be o f  g re a t  va lu e  to  supplem ent 
A l l i e d  c a b le  sh ip  r e s o u r c e s .
7 . B r ig a d ie r  Beadon has con cu rred  f o r  War O f f i c e .  
( A .F .H .Q . No T .0 .0 /1 2  t o  Commandeth G ib r a l t a r . )

Your G .258. P ro p o s a ls  in  your G .258 con cu rred  in  bu t 
c o n s id e r  va lu e  c a b le  o u t le t  from  A fr ic a  a lt e r n a t iv e  to  
G ib r a lt a r  i s  g re a t  and p rop ose  th a t  C asab lan ca -U .S .A . c a b le  be 
p ro v id e d  e a r l i e s t  p r a c t ic a b le  d a te . In ten d  to  s ta r t  work on 
A lg ie r s -G ib r a l t a r  l in k  next week and G ib ra lta r -C a sa b la n ca  l in k  
im m ediately  t h e r e a f t e r .  O ra n -G ib ra lta r  l in k  under c o n s id e r a t 
io n .  I n q u ir ie s  b e in g  made re ALSACE and ARAGO.

(Corunandeffc G ib r a lta r  No T .0 . /1 2  to  E isenhow er (A .F .H .Q .) )
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North Atlantic.
U/B Am over enemy S/M in position 36.39 N 00.05 W.

(A/G C/S UM9Y 0808Z/12 to Gibraltar.)
Enemy S/M previously reported was sighted on 
surface and observed to submerge. When first 
sighted was on course 220° estimated speed 10 
knots.
(A/C C/S VM9Y 0847Z/12 to Gibraltar.)

TIGRIS Route to Gib. as in my 1204/10. S of A 9? knots
to A, and thereafter 11 knots.
(Capt. S.8. 0902Z/12 to TIGRIS (R) F.O.S.
V.A. Gibraltar.)

U/B

LEYLAND
MIRROR

Am over enemy S/M in 36.58 N 00.42 E sighted on 
surface and observed to submerge. When first 
sighted was on course 210° speed 10 knots.
(A/C of No.3 Air Observer School (R.C.A.F.)
0910/12 to Gibraltar.)

y 'N  ~  aJ <6My 2226/11 para (l). Delete NOLISEMENT. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1006Z/12 to LEYLAND.) Former amended. 
My 2226/11. NOLISEMENT will be at least 2 hours 
late. Inform MIRROR accordingly.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2050Z/12 to LEYLAND)

JAUNTY
ALASKA
LEYLAND

VINDICTIVE
ALBRIGHTON
GLAISDALE

«—• /> / }  4m *-— O

Left ALASKA and LEYLAND in 038° 25' N 009° 30' W 
at 0900. Proceeded with all despatch to R/V.
(JAUNTY 1012A/12 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty.)

/> s T 1 *To t

Pass west of position P 254° 8.5 cables from 
South Mole Light. Berths for fuelling only bow 
south on tanker BRITISH LADY 430 feet long at 
(2 corrupt groups). Destroyers west side 36
berths, bow north.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1015Z/12 to Ships named.)
Arrival 1430A VINDICTIVE, GLAISDALE,*ALBRIGHTON. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2026Z/12 to Admty.)  ̂f

NAGPORE My 1115/10. Survivors consist of 4th engineer,
survivors. one gunner and 17 lascars. Engineer reports no

knowledge of disposal of confidential documents.
He stated at 0500 hours on Oct.29th when lifeboat 

was just south of Azores they sighted tanker of about 5000 tons 
painted grey, single mast one gun on bow, supplying submarine. 
Latter subsequently came alongside boat and questioned engineer 
as to name of his ship, port of departure and port of destination. 
(Consul Tenerife 1112/12 to Admty. F.O.C.N.A.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 35.55 N 08.17 W.
(A/C C/S UAlS T.O.R. 1217/12 to Gibraltar.
Enemy S/M previously reported was sighted on 

surface and observed to submerge. Have attacked S/M with depth 
charges. S/M has dived in 35.55 N 08.17 W.
(A/C C/S UAlS No. T.0.0./12 to Gibraltar.)

/SCHARLACHBERGER...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
SCHARLACH- German 55 left for France 0320 G.M.T. 12th. 
BERGER loaded iron ore.

(Consul, Bilbao 1235/12 to Admty. (r ) M.E.W. 
B.N.A. Madrid. S.O.I. Gibraltar.)

U/B Inconclusive D/F bearings on 11068 K/cs at
C.F.7. 1042Z indicate U-Boat in your vicinity.

(D.D.I.C. 1254A/12 to Escorts of C.F.7.)

Movements. PORTSDOWN, YES^COR, VTVIANA, SPHENE 039° 37' 030°
28’ to Horta. Situation 2002A/12.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1317/12, 1625Z/12 to A.I.G. 65.)

U/B Am over enemy S/M in 36.42 N 2.05 E, when first
sighted was on course 90°.
(A/C C/S TXCCK 1415/12 to Gibraltar.)

Have lost touch with enemy submarine last seen in 37.20 N
00.00.

(A/C C/S TXCCF 1430/12 to Gibraltar.)

Convoy My 1600 position 035° 38' N 010° 25* W course
U.G.F.2 180°. Advance 12.5 knots.
JONQUIL (U.G.F.2. 1432Z/12 to JONQUIL.)

U/B Am over enemy submarine in 36.42 N 00.33 E 4233.
when sighted was on surface and observed to submer 
(A/C C/S TXCCK 1459/12 to Gibraltar.)

RECHOU Your 1129 Nov. 11th. Spanish RECHOU ship and
cargo seized.
(C.C.S.O. Gibraltar 1600/12 to M.E.W.)

TRIBUNE. TRIBUNE sailed 1700Z/12 155 miles a day keeping 
5 miles north of route S S thence through 039° 
12' N 001° 14’ E and 042° 50' N 005° 56* E to 
enter area B off Toulon at 0001Z/17.
(Capt. S.8. 1646Z/12 to 8 S/M.F.)

Following from Chiefs of Staff No. C.O.S.(W) 344. 
Ref. Eisenhower's No. 282, T.0.0. 2340Z/10. 
(Salvage vessels required to clear port of 
Casablanca. )
A. Arrangements are being made to send in convoy 

leaving Nov. 23rd. the only two salvage vessels in British Isles 
capable of steaming to Gibraltar.
B. There is nothing in Spain or Portugal worth obtaining.
C. Special arrangements to induce French salvage vessels from 
unoccupied France to escape were put in hand.
(Air Min. 1755Z/12 to Britman, Washington.)

Salvage
vessels
Casablanca.

/BRIDGEWATER...
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^  BRIDGEWATER.
North Atlantic - Contd.
E.T.A. Ponta Delgada 0800Z/13 Nov.
(BRIDGEWATER 1800Z/12 to P.O.C.N.A. (R) R.A.W.A.) 
See also South Atlantic 0043/12.)

VAL DE 
LA HAYE

Master and crew of French SS. VAL DE LA HAYE 778 
tons, now at Santandar and usually running to 
Bayonne wish instructions how to join us.
Could she be met at agreed R/V if I can find

out next time of sailing? Or should I direct her to proceed 
independently to British Port? She would probably be doubtful 
of arriving without escort.
(N.A. Madrid 1949/12 to Admty.) Reply Admty. 0952/14.

Spanish
attitude.

N.A. Madrid 2112/12 see Lion Copy.

Convoy
M.K.F.l(X)

Sailed 1730A DASHER, BITER,*ALBRIGHTON, CLEVELAND, 
ESKDALE, ACHATES, ESCAPADE, BOADICEA, VANSITTART 
with convoy M.K.F.1(X). QZH 909 S382 X859 Y359. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2222Z/12 to Admty. (R) C. in C. W.A.)

* ^ S'L. <3

*

■—^BRIDGEWATER.
South Atlantic.
On leaving Ponta Delgada proceed to 035° 01' N 
032° 00' W thence along Meridian of 032° W as far 
as 010° N and thence Freetown. You should look

out for blockade runners KOTA NOPAN and ANNELIESE ESSBERGER.
Report expected time of sailing and S.O.A.

(R.A.W.A. 0043Z/12 to BRIDGEWATER. (R) ASTURIAS. F.O.C.N.A. 
Comsolantfor (R.A. Commanding))
Your 0043Z/12. Expected time of sailing 1800Z/13 which may 

be delayed up to six hours by condenser trouble. S of A 12 knots. 
(BRIDGEWATER 1830Z/12 to R.A.W.A. (R) ASTURIAS. P.0.0.N.A. 
Comsolantfor.)

ASCANIUS 
"S" Report.

The following has been read. SSSS ASCANIUS. 
34.47 S 22.45 E. Submarine on surface.
(Simonstown W/T 0905 G.M.T./12.)
Following has been read. S/M attack sig. 
ASCANIUS 34.44 S. 22.52 E. Still being chased 
apparently submarine.
(Simonsotwn 0932 G.M.T./12.)

/ILEX
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Recirculation at xTe'quest of L,N.l, 
g r o s s e d : Admiralty D.K.I. Repeated: F.O.C.E.A.

Gorman reaction within Spain to change of opinion .consequent

on North African opereti 'ns has taken form exciting extreme

fffilange to provocative acts (word omitted ? against) a llies

specially Great Britain. Ralange leaders have forbidden this

but oortoln dome,its sortlenlr-rl? ?ol<mgo atuflents Union (S.U.U)

are r'ut of control,
s s  u deru met rat ion against this Embassy was staged for today 

but police prevented jay gathering and have instructions to fire  

i f  necessary.
Some Anti-British lea fle ts  have appeared.

General feeling of a ll  classes is entirely on our side.

Many rumours current Axi3 demands but none appear to be true 

though Italians have suggested they sh uld be allowed to ccupy 

Balearic 1 3 ,

This w‘s refused immediately,

German Ambassador is expected to present some demands or 

requests shortly.

A ll s urces. 3 , .two repetition 3  twoj 21 1 2 / '12

) Advance c >py sent C .I.C , L .E .- .

1st Lord,
1 st 3 .L .( 2 )

| D A'* • 3 , #
r L\ th O , J-i •

V .C .N .S ,
A,G.N,3 i(H)
A , G , 3 » (5 )
See*-'
Nav."3 eo>

1 st o^L,
P.A*S.(S>
P. A .S ,(0 ) '
O.D,(-5) '
Q. I,C.(3)
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ILEX
South Atlantic - Contd.
My 16272/10. At limit of prudent endurance ILEX 
is to he detached to proceed Bahia thence Westorap 
as ordered hy Comsolantfor.
(R.A.W.A. 1036Z/12 to ROTHERHAM. (R) Escort of 
W.S. 24. Comsolantfor. ILEX. C. in C. S.A. 
Admty. B.A.D.)

GLENEARN
CATTERICK

Situation report E. GLENEARN 035° 30’ S 021° 30’ E 
to Capetown 15 knots.
CATTERICK 035° 40* S 025° 30* E to Simonstown 
20 knots.
(C. in C. S.A. 1044C/12.)

Vichy
Sloops

t

At 1226Z/11 Vichy Sloop*A 75 in 4° 24’ N 1° 08’ W 
253 16 A.M. 11.Vichy Sloop*"A 72 in Konakry. 
(R.A.W.A. 1045Z/12 to Admty.)

/■ // i/ZJ% t*  L . i l  l  i l £  .

Lourenco
Marques

Ref. 1730/5 from Lourenco Marques what is present 
situation with regard to movements of shipping? 
(D.T.D. 1117A/12 to C. in C. S.A. C. in C. E.F.) 
Reply: C. in C. S.A. 0951/13.

D.18 to
Command
trawlers
and
M.Ls.

My 1411Z/9 (Re transfer of all A/S and IS/3  
trawlers, Motor Launches, and M/L Base to command 
of Capt. D.18.) Intend to take place on 1st Dec. 
1942, and to appoint Capt. D.18 as Captain 
Freetown Escort Force from that date.
(R.A.W.A. 1137Z/12 to Admty.

Vichy
Convoy.

Vichy convoy 6 M/V 2 E/V 1 A/P in position 016°
10’ ? N 016° 50* W at 1040Z/12 course 193° 6 to 
10 knots.
(R.A.W.A. 1139Z/12 to Admty. N.C.X.F. C.W.N.T.F. 
Air H.Q. Gibraltar.)

V

158 and
164
M.S.F.

Your 1205/20 Oct. (N.T. in W.D.)
It is assumed that 158th M.S.F. consists of the 
5 vessels referred to in your 1816/10 Sept. 
Portion of the advance party for these vessels is 
on passage to U.S.A. and the remainder will leave

shortly.
(2) It is confirmed that necessary S.A.N.F. personnel will he 
sent to U.S.A. to fetch the 5 vessels of 164th M.S.F. and 
information is requested of approx, date on which delivery is to 
he taken.
(C. in C. S.A. 1153/12 to Admty. (R) D.S.A.N.F.)

/DRAGON...
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South Atlantic - Contd.
Cancel my 1959Z/8 not to N.O.I.C. Lagos. After 
refuelling at Lagos (Nigeria) proceed Freetown 
through following positions.
A. 002° 10' N 002° 20' E. B. 001° 00’ S 011° 
00’ W. C. 008° 06* N 014° 24' W.
Report E.T.A. Freetown on sailing.
(F.O.I.C. W.A. 1218Z/12 to DRAGON.)

In view of congestion at Takoradi request you 
will say whether it would be advantageous to 
route ships bound West African ports to Freetown 
and Lagos as holding ports for the coast.
(D.T.D. 1253A/12 to R.A.W.A. (R) C. in C. S.A.) 
Reply: R.A.W.A. 1259/14.

Arrivals 12th.
(R.N.O. Lagos (Nigeria) 1343Z/12 to Admty.)

British ship EMPIRE GUIDON was unable to stream 
A.N.D. gear on passage New York to Alexandria via 
Durban on account of deck cargo shipped at New 
York in spite of Master’s formal protest to M.W.T. 

representative. Consequently ship was torpedoed and sunk.off 
Durban 31 Oct.
(2) Consider action necessary to prevent repetition of such 
procedure.
(C. in C. S.A. 1430C/12 to Admty. (R) B.A.D. Washington.)

Dispositions. Situation Report. BURDOCK, ARRAN, 1 M/L.escorting
09.22 14.14 to Freetown 10.
ST. ZENO,3 trawlers with /.T.21,about 0832/14 on 

passage to Freetown 8 at 2001Z/12.
TURCOMAN escorting about 10.50 24.45 280° 8.
7LOUISB0RG) 2 W[/l,s escorting about 09.10 18.07 to Freetown 9. 
R.A.W.A. 1531Z/12 to Area P.)

Dakar. No change 0915/12 Dakar P.R.U.
(R.A.W.A. 1611Z/12 to Admty. Air H.Q. Gibraltar. 
N.C.X.F. N.C.W.N.T.F.)
1645/12, P.R.U. Dakar. No change. Complete cover. 
(R.A.W.A. 2241Z/12 to Admty. N.C.X.F. C.W.N.T.F. 
Air H.Q. Gibraltar.)

TRUANT Your 0907/11. In view of the German Occupation of
K.14. Vichy France it is now considered unlikely that
Dakar the French ships in Dakar will attempt to return
Patrol to France.

2. Also in view of unreliability for operational 
patrol of two submarines you mention it is 
considered that their present programme should be 
adhered to.
(V.C.N.S. 1635A/12 to R.A.W.A.)

War Diary.

DRAGON.

Shipping 
W. Africa.

MILFORD
TAMARISK

EMPIRE
GUIDON

/Shipping
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

S o u th  A t l a n t i c  -  C o n td .

No o b j e c t i o n  -  y o u r  2 1 3 4 A /1 0 .*
(R .A .W .A .  1 6 4 9 Z /1 2  t o  A d m ty . )
* ( C o n c e r n i n g  e m b a r k a t io n  o f  p r o d u c e  a t  K e t a . )

F .O .C .N .A ’ s 2 3 5 9 Z /1 0 .  Onward r o u t e  f r o m  p o s i t i o n  
(C )  t o  (D ) 12 N o r t h  20 W e st .  (E )  09 N o r t h  16 
W e st .
(R .A .W .A .  1 8 1 5 Z /1 2  t o  KHYBER.)

My 1 6 3 9 /7  r e f .  p o s i t i o n s .  R e q u e s t  r e p l y  t o  my 
P a r a s  ( 2 )  and ( 3 ) .
2 .  R e f .  C. i n  C. E .P .  1 2 3 2 /9  e x t r a  p o s i t i o n s  (A )
"to (D )  g i v e n  i n  my 1 3 0 5 /2 8  O c t .  a r e  p r e f e r r e d  f o r  
g e n e r a l  d i v e r s i o n  p u r p o s e s  u n d e r  p r e s e n t  c o n d i t i o n s  
f o r  s h i p s  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  S .A .  S t a t i o n  f r o m  E . I .  S tn .  
(C .  i n  C. S .A .  1 8 1 6 C /1 2  t o  Adm ty. (R )  C . i n  C. E . P . )  
R e p ly :  D .T .D .  1 4 2 5 /1 4 .

■Pt Q«'0 «N i A* e S 5 5 0 S /1 Q .
ftwwand r»rmt,p fr»nm p n s l t . i n n  (P.)—t o  ( p )  1 2 °  LI 20°  

( g -) - 0 0 °  N 1 6 °  W.
( R .--A.W»A, 1 8 1 5 2 / 1 2 t o  KHYBER (R )  F .Q .O .-WtA .

^  4-  ^ \  *  .
ujr • ) L— r-v -c  .



MOST SECRET.

526
War Diary 12.11.192*2 

Thursday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
MANXMAN Your 2002/llth Nov. Codeword "Anger” in

accordance with M H 1 appendix 3»
(C. in C. Med., 0022B/12 to V.A. Malta (R) 
MANXMAN).
My 2002A/llth. Para, k amend position to 014-3° 
1+0' N., 019° 32’ E.
(V.A. Malta, 0252A/12 to MANXMAN (R) C. in C. 
Med., No. 201 N.C. Group).

Your 0310/12th C.O.I.S. Alexandria 00(?50) 
12th position now appears very (?doubtful) 
Return to Alexandria.
(C. in C. Med., 0501B/12 to ?DULVERTON (r ) 
R.A.D. Med., 22+7 Wing, 201 Group, R.A. Alex. 
C.S.)

(A/C C/S X9QE 0718/12 to Hal Far) W.D. Note - 
Another version gives course 210°.

My 0718, enemy previously reported are 2 medium vessels of 
6500 and 14-500 tons respectively, 2 German planes (Me. 109s)
3 Italian planes (Cant. 506s).

(A/C C/S X9QE., 0730/12, to Hal Far).
My 0718. Position of 2 medium vessels and 5 destroyers 

38.00 N., 11.30 E. course 315° speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S X9QE 1015B/12 to Hal Far).

Movements Arrivals 11th Nov. CUMBRAE,BOREALIS,HEKTOR 7,
T.L.C.153. Departure 11th Nov. MANXMAN, 

>*DULVERTON, *  ALDENHAM ,* CROOME, ( 7HURW0RTH) 
BEL VOIR, ROMEOfBEAUFORT, BURRA, ZINGARELLA, 
T.L.C. 101, 13k, 107, 157.
(S.O.(l) Alexandria, 0910/12 to Admty.
C. in C. Med), ***

My 09l|i4/12th. Visuals Taranto at 07U5A and Messina at
0830A.
(2) Sea route between unseen owing to cloud.
(3) 2 A/C searching North of your track and towards Taranto. 
(V.A. Malta, 1000A/12 to MANXMAN (R) N.C.X.F. , C. in C. Med., 
Admty).

Enemy
Units

Position of 2 Merchant vessels and 5 destroyers 
38.00 N., 12.02 E., course 100° speed 10 knots.

Minelaying 
by A/C off 
Tunis.

My 1622/llth. Mines not laid owing to weather 
t 11th - 12th.
Do you wish them laid tonight? Request 

early reply.
(V.A. Malta, 0924-2A/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty).

MANXMAN 
enemy Units

(1) 3 battleships and large number of destroyers 
have left Taranto.
(2) 2+ destroyers but no cruisers have left 
Messina.
(V.A. Malta, 0 9 ^ / 1 2  to MANXMAN (R) C. in C. 
Med., N.C.X.F., Admty).

/Stream...
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MANXMAN 
Enemy Units. 
Contd.

Mediterranean.- !")■.
Stream paravane before crossing 150 fathom line. 
HYTHE will meet you end of Q B B 288 and lead 
up channel if desired.
(V.A. Malta, 1448A/21 to MANXMAN).

P.45 Patrol in position 090° Cannock 8 miles. 
(Capt. S.10., 1002A/12 to P.45 (R) Submarines 
on patrol N. C.X. F.)

P.221 Proceed with despatch patrol position 060°
t i.. M.i~ Caniftock 18 miles. Move on surface at your

_ / 1 discretion.
(Capt. S.10. , 1107A/12 to P.221 (R) SA^s on 
patrol).

P.35 Battleships have left Taranto, if within 20
miles C (for Charles) P.35 is to return there. 
(Capt. S.10., 1109A/12 to Submarines on patrol, 
(R) N.C.X.F.)

Aden Arrival BATHURST, 0553Z WORCESTERSHIRE,
movements. (N.O.I.C. Aden, 1125Z/12 to Admty etc).

PARTHIAN At 2000A/12th (corrupt group) to establish
patrol in vicinity 300° Marettimo Light 4 miles. 
(Capt. S.10., 1217A/12 to PARTHIAN (R) Submarines 
on patrol)

P.44
A  • A”

While approaching Malta after dawn 13th Nov. 
listen out on local patrol wave and dive for 
blue warning.
(Capt. S.10., 1222A/12 to 3/ll P.44).

UTMOST Arrived.
(V.A. Malta, 1240A/12 to Admty).

Cositrep Air. Night 10/11 Nov. A Wellington from Malta
No. 591. bombed a merchant vessel north-west of Benghazi

scoring near misses.
11/11. Full details of day’s operations not yet 
available, but considered the most successful 

during present campaign. Our losses were seven fighters. 
Liberators and American B2s bombed southbound merchant vessel 
of 5,000 tons north of Benghazi, claiming four direct hits, 
many near misses.
(C. in C. M.E. , 1300 G.M.T./12, and No T.0.0./12).

MT" class Request approx, dates of arrival Malta T Class
RORQUAL. with petroleum, also RORQUAL.

(Capt. S.10., 1413A/12 to Capt. S.l).

/P.45
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Mediterranean. - Gontd.
P.1+5P.221.

Enemy Units.

Move 10 miles 320° with all despatch. 
(Capt. S.10. , 1509A/12 to P.1+5, P.221) 
See also 191bA/12.

Following received addressed Malta from a /C C/S 
ITN:- 2 battleships 12 destroyers bearing 090° 
distance 2 miles course 325° in position 38.1+0 N. 
15.1+6 E.
(Alexandria, 1619/12).

Movements. 12th Nov. Port Said arrivals: TAKU, Greek 
S/M KATSONIS. Departures; SOUTHERN SEA, 
HYACINTH, SEAHAM, FALK, 2 Lighters 15 and 19. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 1702B/12 to Admty etc).

\—} Enemy Units. 3 Battleships 11 destroyers 38° 35’ N., 15°
14-6' E., course and speed 1+0° li+ knots at 
15l+5A/12th.
(V.A. Malta, 1708A/12 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A. , 
Admty. C. in C. Med., N.C.E.N.T.F. , N.C.C.N.T.F. , 
S.O. Force H).

French Fleet, Request news of French Fleet at Toulon.
Toulon. (C. in C. Med., 11+2+2B/12 to Admty).

Your ll+l+2B/12th Nov. Visual R/C 11th Nov. 
showed French Fleet at Toulon. Vichy broadcast 
1230 today states German authorities have 

decided that entrenched camp at Toulon will not be occupied 
and that Vichy warships will be safeguarded. Later Press 
report says Germans are occupying Toulon to safeguard Vichy 
Fleet but this report is considered not correct. Further 
information will be signalled.
(N.I.D. 3 for D.N.I., 1715A/12 to C. in C. Med).

^vEnemy Units, At 1710A/12 3 battleships 11 destroyers 038° 
TURBULENT. 33' N., 015° h6' E., course 031° speed 15 knots. 

Intercept south of Bocca Piccola.
(Capt. S.10., 1737A/12 to TURBULENT).
Air attack on battle fleet intended about 2200, 
thereafter one aircraft will drop flares over 

enemy once every half hour until 15 miles south of Capri.
(Capt. S.10., 1910A/12 to TURBULENT).
My 1737/12. Battleships may use either entrance. I hope 

flares may inform you.
(Capt. S.10., 2125A/12 to TURBULENT).

Enemy Units. 
P.37.

At ll+i+0A/12th. 1 merchant ship 2 T.Bs. position 
039° 20’ 013° 1+0’. course 192* speed 10 knots. 
(Capt. S.10., 17U6A/12 to P.37).

/E-boats



MOST SECRET.

529

12.11.1942.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.

Presence of 6 enemy E-boats at Bizerta confirmed 
by aircraft report.
(N.C.X.F. , 1759Z/12 to Inshore Squadron (R)
Cdre. Algiers).

Following for Gen. Eisenhower (r ) Mideast from 
Governor, Malta.
Intelligence summary for period 2000A/llth 
to 2000A/12th.
Naval. 1. Morning P.R.U. showed 4 destroyers 
absent from Messina and 3 Littorios and 5 

destroyers absent from Taranto. Visibility prevented location 
until evening when submarines and air R/C reported battleships 
with 11 destroyers off Cape Viticano steering towards Naples.
2. MANXMAN arrived Malta from Alexandria.
3. No other major change Italian dispositions.
4* Submarines are now disposed to intercept shipping to 
Tunisia.
Air. 1. R/C in accordance with out Operation Order No. 12 of 
Nov. 3rd. Significant movements as shown by photos:
Sicily. Increase of 23 SM 82s at Castelvetrano.
Tunisia. No Geirnan aircraft visible on Sidi Ahmed. 15 Leo 45s 
have left Souk el Arbapd.
Sardinia. San Vera Milas Aerodrome has 10? 18 C 107s and 13 
SM 79s.
2. Negligible enemy air activity.
3. Strikes. 1 enemy float plane destroyed, 1 schooner damaged 
by Beaufighters Cape Bon Area. Night Nov. 11th - 12th bad 
weather. 2 Wellingtons bombed El Aouina Aerodrome starting
1 fire. Day Nov. 12th Beaufighters shot dovm 5 SM 82s and 
1 SM 79, probably carrying German troops in position S.E. 
Pantellaria, course north.
(A. F.H.Q. , 1915Z/12 to Commandeth Gibraltar).

P.45, At 0300A/13 move to patrol within 5 mile
P.221. following positions reference Cani Rock, P.221

y 002° 12 miles, P.45 110° 24 miles.
... (Capt. S.10., 1916A/12 to P.45, P.221 (R) Subs, 

on patrol)

Have obtained A. S.V. contact in 37*49 N., 15*32 
E«
(A/C call sign 8TBZ 1920/12 to Air H. Q. Malta).

’Western Desert Solium occupied 1640/llth Nov. 
searched channel At Mersa Matruh established, 
discharge of cargo proceeding satisfactorily:
A/A defences installed no enemy air interference. 
M.T. Boats maintaining patrol to intercept ship
ping to West of Tobruk.

_x2. My 1852/lOth Nov. MANXMAN has arrived Malta with 350 tons
of food and 200 naval and military personnel. 5— » «Tt.s 
(C. in C. Med., 1934B/12 to Admty (R) R.A.D. , Med., C. in C. / 
E.F. , C.S. 15 V.A. Malta, F.O.C. Red Sea Force, F.O.C.N.A. , 
N.O.I.C. Alexandria).

U/B

Situation 
Report Number 
292.

War Diary.

E-boats, 
Bizerta.

Malta
Intelligence
Summary.

/Malta...
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
I.10U 12 Nov. C.S.R. Night 11/12 November.
1920 hours 1 Beaufighter airborne for raids whic 
turned back before reaching Malta.
Day 12 November. 0735 and 1355 hours 8 Spitfire 

up for several raids which approached but turned back before 
reaching island. Night Beaufighter Sorties. 16 long range 
and 12 short range Spitfire Sorties were made to protect arriva 
of friendly cruiser bringing food and supplies from Egypt.

(A.H.Q. , Malta, 20U5Z/12).
Part 2 of my I.10U 12 November. Harbours:

Tripoli Total 6 medium M/Vs one D/R.
Licata no important shipping present.
Porto Empedocle since 10 November 6 E-boats have departed. 
Naples. 3 D/Rs 1 Tanker 5/6000 tons have arrived 1 Liner i+»000 
tons has departed.
Messina. Since November 10, 1 sAl U E-boats arrived 1 T/B 
1 Sloop departed.
Bizerta. Since November 10, 1 S A 1 has departed; entrance 
to harbour does not appear to be effectively blocked.
La Goulette. Harbour blocked by sunken M/Vs only small gap 
south side.

(A.H.Q. Malta, 2055/12).
Day 12th November. Spitfire photographed Taranto 06U-5 hrs. 

Photos show 3 Littorio battleships and 5 D/Rs have departed,
1 liner 12,000 tons has arrived, since 11th November. 3 battle
ships and 11 destroyers visually reported 1UU5 hrs. 225° Cape 
Vaticano 5 miles course 030° 12 knots. Seven Beaufighters 
on offensive sweep in Trapani Tunis area intercepted 1515 hrs.
30 miles S.E. of Pantellaria 6 probable SM 82s. carrying German 
troops flying North. All enemy aircraft were shot down into 
sea and completely destroyed by cannon fire.

(A.H.Q. Malta, 2127/12).

Malta
Air Report.

Enemy Position of enemy (type unspecified) is 39»5U N. ,
Units. 1U.19 E.

(A/C 8TB duty Y., 2120A/12 to Malta Air H.Q.) 
position course and speed of 3 battleships and 
7 destroyers 39.35 N., 1U»U0 E., 3U0° 15 knots. 
(A/C 8TB duty S 2130A/12 to Malta Air H.Q.)

Movements. 11th Nov. Port Said arrival GLOXINIA,WOOLWICH,
f . _ . ERICA, NUBIAN, SEAHAM, HYACINTH, SOUTHERN SEA,

FALK. Departures KAI, GLOXINIA, ERICA. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 2129B/12 to Admty etc).

^P.UU, UNA. V.A. Malta’s 1215/10th Oct. to F. O.C.N.A. para. 6
In view of Q.B.B. 298, bearing of dividing line 

*  h. b between S/M is amended to 230® from end of
searched channel.
(Capt. S.10. , 2322A/12 to P. UU. , UNA (R)
Subs, on Patrol).
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East Indies.
BENGAL,

r -.action with V f-L raider.
hoK0<u

H.M. Indian ship BENGAL reported being shelled 
at 053UZ/11 in 019° U5’ 8., 092° UO* E. No 
description of enemy unit but may be raider E. 
My 0707/8th refers.
(C. in C. E.F., 002UZ/12 to S. and A. E.I. Stn).

— ^K.A. U (1) Convoy K.A. U consists of SALWEEN and
TAKLIWA containing A A P C and 300 Italian 
repatriates, E.T.D. Kilindini a.m./ll+th Nov. 
S. of A. 11 knots.

(2) Request you will arrange A/S escort. RANCHI has orders 
to part company and proceed independently to Aden when A/S 
escort has joined.
(C. in C. E.F. , 07U9Z/12 to VERITY (R) Admty. F.O.R.S.F. , 
RANCHI).

W. S. 23 Z. Your l6UU/6th (N.T. in W.D.) W.S.23 Z is not on
East Indies Station. Admty. 15U8/2Uth September 
was cancelled by Admty. 2352/12th October.
(C. in C. E.F., 0835Z/12 to C. in C. Med., (R)
C» in C. S.A. , Admty. F.O.C.R.S.F. , Cdre I/C 
Aden).

Movements Summary No. 22, amend as follows.
£1} Item 6*ALBATR0SS arrived Taraatave 12th Nov. 
(2 ) Item 7 is cancelled.

......... . (3 ; Add item 11 RANCHI leaves Kilindini lUth
Nov. escorting convoy K.A.U - 2 ships - to Aden 
S. of A 11 knots.
(C. in C. E.F., 0907Z/12 to Eastern Fleet etc).

^   ̂ -*~*— J  *

7 R.M. 10536. For M.O. 2. Your 781U6 (M.0.2) 7th
Bn. Nov. and my 10516 of 10th Nov.

In view of pressing nature of this subject may 
early decision be given please.
(203 M.M. Pretoria, T.0.0. Nil, to W.0).

Your 10536 of 12/11. 7 R.M. will proceed Mideast next
available sailing in accordance priority arranged Mideast’s 
SD/702U7 of 10/11 to Impcon Durban and Impcon’s 8958 of 11/11. 
Bn will not take over guard duties Naval Depots.
Admiralty instructing C. in C. S.A. accordingly.

(W.0., 19U5A/12 to 203 M.M. Pretoria).

Movements Colombo departure 12th Nov. 07U5Z OKAPI,
arrival 0252Z TULIP.
(S.0.(I) Colombo, 1231Z/12 to Admty etc).

AQUITANIA D. of S.Ts. 2022/11. Delay to escort is
regretted but there appears to be no alternative. 
Advantage is also being taken of this 
opportunity to reduce dangerous smoke of 
AQUITANIA.
(D.O.D. (F), 1259A/12 to C. in C. E.F. , (R)
A.C.N. B. , N. Z.N.B. )

/Shipping...
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Shipping
Diversions.

East Indies. - Contd.
Cancel E.I. Station messages 2+29 (C) and 5UU (C). 
C. in C. E.F’s 1232Z/9 Nov. reference position 
Organization. These references positions are 
not required when vessels hold one ship 
recoding pad S.P. 021+13 series.
(C. in C. E.F. , 11+28 Z/12 to E.I. Stn. C Message 
(978C) (R) Adraty. F.O.R. S.C.A. Cdre. i/c Aden,
C. in C. S.A. , A.C.N.B. , N.Z.N.B. , F. 0. C. R. I.N. )

ALBATROSS

A
U.S. Forces.

Convoy
O.W.

Arrived 12th Nov. from Diego Suarez.
(N.0.I.C. Tamatave, 1502Z/12 to Admty etc).

A. M. lli+5/5th Nov. Following changes in 
disposition of U.S. Forces in the Pacific. 

#PH0ENIX at Brisbane. OMAHA and MARBLEHEAD on 
patrol. RALEIGH on passage Pearl Harbour. 
NASSAU on patrol South Pacific. RICHMOND on 
patrol from Callao. COPAHEE repairs at San Die 
(D.O.D. (F) 1819A/12 to C. in C. E.F.)

yb. if 3 ̂  K )
Your 11+07/H* These 3 ships have no cargo for 
discharge at any intermediate port.
(D.T.D. , 2153A/12 to C. in C. E.F.)
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Am erica & We3t  I n d ie s .

11th Nov. d ep artu res  from  Bermuda U .S .T ask 
F orce  B .3 9 . My 2332 /9*  r e f e r s .
(S .B .N .O .W .A . 0045Z /12 t o  Admty, B .A .D .
N .S .H .Q . S .O .I  Jam aica ).
^Bermuda a r r iv a ls  U.S.S.MA0MEE, MEMPHIS, BRANT, 
REDWING, YEW, e ig h t  P.Os e ig h t  S .G s, ten Y.Ms 
d e s ig n a te d  as Task F orce  p9 .

U/B
P o s i t i o n s .

F o llo w in g  i s  C .E .S .F ’ s .1855 /11*  
S/M E stim ate 120800Q.
(Gomnaveu 0133 /12  to  Adm ty).

WATCHMAN. My P .C . 
k n o ts .

and S. are 54 .04  N. 2 8 .1 8  W. 256° 9 
Weather r e p o r t .

(WATCHMAN 0700Z /12 to  Adm ty).
2O57/II. * My P .C . and S. a t 08 00Z /12 , 

ANCHUSA and DALHIA in  company.
Your

54 .00  N. 28 .55  W. 257° 10 k n o ts .
E .T . A. S t.J oh n s  0800Z /16 .

(WATCHMAN 0800Z /12  t o  C .T .2 4 . (R ) 0 . in  C.W.A. HURRICANE, 
F .0 .N .F . ) .* (N .T .  in  W .R .).

^HURRICANE,
WINCHELSEA,
H .X .215 .

Your 2 2 3 1 / l l t h  (Re e s c o r t  f o r  HX 2 1 5 ) .Concur. 
(C .in  C.W.A. 0932Z /12 to  C. C .N .F .) .

Your 0 9 3 6 /l2 th . Am p ro ce e d in g  S t.Joh n s 
N .F . E .T .A . 16th  Nov. A n t ic ip a te  r e p a ir s  

v  r e q u ire  10 h ou rs . Have o rd ered  WATCHMAN to
p ro ce e d  S t.J oh n s N .F. in d ep en d en tly . My P .C . and S. 1000Z /12th  
0 5 4 .2 2  N. 0 2 7 ,1 8  W. 255° I d k n o ts . W eather r e p o r t .

(HURRICANE 1112Z /12 t o  C. in  C.W.A.(R) Connav, C .T . F.24 .  
Admty N. S .H .Q . , F . 0 . N . F . , C . 0 . A . C . ,C . T. G ,2 4 .7 ) .
P roceed  t o  S t.J oh n s N.F. in  l i e u  o f  A rgen tia^  A l l  a c t io n  

a d d ressees  l e s s  HURRICANE r e p o r t  P .G . and S. and iij.T. A. o t .  
Johns u n le s s  a lre a d y  done du ring  p a st 24 h ou rs .

(C .T .2 4 . 1213Z /12  to  HURRICANE, WATCHMAN, WALLFLOWER, 
DAHLIA, ANCHUSA, MONKSHOOD (R) C. in  C.W.A. C .C .N .F .

Y ou r^ l213Z / 12th . P .C . and S. 1359Z /12th  0 5 0 .1 7  N. 043.19.W  
246° 12 .5  k n o ts . E. T .A . S t.J oh n s N .F . 2 2 0 1 Z /lp th  U.S.D>fMASON

C°(MONKSHOOD 1359Z /12 t o  C .T .2 4  (R ) HURRICANE, C. in  C.A. 
F .O .N .F . Adm ty).

ZWARTE ZEE 
ESSO
MANHATTAN.

S a ile d  ZWARTE ZEE e s c o r te d  "by U .S . S. 0PSHUR 
to  a s s is ta n c e  SS.ESSO MANHATTAN d is a b le d  in  
16 .42  N. 54 .08  W. tow ing thence t o  San Juan, 
P u erto  R ic o .
2 . O peration  a t  req u est o f  Com carrib through
N.O.B.Trinidad.
( S . B . N . O . T rin id a d  1102Q/12 
Admty e t c ) .

to  S .B .N .O .W .A .(R )

/M y. . . . . .
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ZWARTE ZEE, 
ESSO
MANHATTAN.
G o n td .

A m e ric a  & W est I n d i e s  -  C o n td .
My 1 1 0 2 /1 2  a n d  B .A . D 's  2 0 0 5 /1 6  /10(ZWARTE ZEE 
t o  a s s i s t  w i t h  f l o a t i n g  d o c k ) .  I f  tov/ 
s u c c e s s f u l  p ro p o s e  ZWARTE ZEE p r o c e e d s  d i r e c t  t o  
New O r le a n s  f ro m  San J u a n .

(2 ? )  A d v is a b le  ZWARTE ZEE d o c k s  b e f o r e  u n d e r t a k i n g  
A d m i r a l t y ’ s  1808  / H + /  1 0 ; t h i s  c a n n o t  b e  done 
l o c a l l y .  .(S .B .N .O . T r i n i d a d  1 1 1 2 Q /1 2  t o  S .B .N .O .W .A .) .

U. S . F l e e t  Panam a ( s i c )  r e p o r t s  s i g h t i n g F o r c e  o f  one 
U n i t  b a t t l e  s h i p ,  one  c r u i s e r  a n d  z  d e s t r o y e r s
s i g h t e d .  p re s u m a b ly  U .S . a t  1500Z 1 2 th  i n  15° N . 7 0 .6 . W.

c o u r s e  2 5 0 ° . S u b m erg ed  S/M s e e n  2 m i l e s  a s t e r n .  B a t t l e  s h i p  c a l l e d .  No a n s w e r  r e c e i v e d .  
( S .O . I .K i n g s t o n  1 2 2 0 R /1 2  t o  Cora P anam a (R )
B .A .D . A dm ty , O p n a v ) .

F o rc e  i n  S . O . ( l )  K in g s to n  J a m a i c a 's
1 2 2 0 Q /I 2 th  i s  U .S .(C . i n  C .U .S .F l e e t  2 1 0 8 /1 2  t o  A d m ty ,S .0 . ( i )  K in g s to n  

J a m a ic a ) .

My 2 0 2 9 /1 1  ( N. T. i n  WyB-.) .F o l lo w in g  r e c e i v e d  
f ro m  C o m ta s k fo r  5k " I n  v ie w  o f  c o n d i t i o n  o f  
P o r t  a n d  c e r t a i n  d e l a y  i n  h a n d l in g  U .G . F .2  
s t r o n g l y  recom m end s a i l i n g  o f  U .G .S . - 2  b e  

p o s to o n e d  u n t i l  s i t u a t i o n  c l a r i f i e s "  a d v i s e  p r o m p tly .(A d m ty  
p l e a s e  n a s s *  t o  C . i n  C .A .F . ,  N« G .K .F . ,  C o m ta s k fo rc e  s>kt
C o m ta sk g ro u p  5 1 . 8 ) .  ^ „  . , _ __(N avcom  11+01/12, t o  Admty (R) N .C .X .F .C i n e l a n t ,  C o m ta s k fo r  j>7, 

C o m ta s k fo r  5k, C o m ta sk g ro u p  5 1 . 8 ) .
• 'P a s s in g  a c t i o n  b e i n g  t a k e n  b y  W. R.

U .G .S .2 .
/* • J> *5 lm

MARYLYN. My 1 0 1 1 /1 1 .  B r i t i s h  MARYLYN to r p e d o e d  su n k  221+0Z/50 O c t .  i n  00.1+6 S . 52.k2 W. C h ie f  O f f i c e r  
a n d  19 l a n d e d  T r i n i d a d ,  M a s te r  a n d  s i x  a d r i f t ,
15 m i s s i n g .  , A N( S . O . ( I )  J a m a ic a  U+l+ip/12 t o  Adm ty e t c )  .

S a i l  W. S,2k for  D u rb an  when r e a d y  v i a
(K) 0 1 5 . kO S . ( ? 0 3 2 ° )  2 0 ' W.
(L ) 0 1 8 .0 1  S . 0 2 5 .5 9  W.(M) 0 2 6 .2 0  S .0 1 6 .U 5 .W . 0 0 6 . kO W. ( 0 )  0 5 9 .5 9  S . 0 0 5 .0 1  E . (P )_ 0 l+ 0 .1 0  S . 

039.1+0 S . 052.1+5 E . (R ) 0 3 9 .1 0  S . 0 2 7 . JO E .0 3 3 .2 5  E . th e n c e  t o  d e s t i n a t i o n ,  a d v i s e  s a i l i n g
(C o n n av  11+1+6/12 t o  A lu sn o b  B a h i a ,  ( R) C o m s o u th la n t f o r ,  A dm ty, 
N .S .H .Q . R . A.W .A. , C . i n  C. S .A . N .C .S .O . D u r b a n ) .

W .S.21+.

(N) 055.1+0 8 . 
011+.30 E . (Q) 
( s )  032.30  S .

HARTINGTON. 5O .5O N. 1+1+.35 W. 26 s u r v i v o r s  f ro m  SS. 
HARTINGTON, 20 u n a c c o u n te d _ f o r . One o t h e r  
b o a t  g o t  aw ay . S e a r c h in g  pO m i l e s  to
(WINCHELSEA, 1 5 1 5 Z /1 2  t o  C. i n  C .W .A .(R ) A dm ty, 
F .O .N .F . ) • / F u e l l i n g . . . . •
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Fuelling C.T.F.2U. 03U5/12. (re fuelling of ocean escorts
Escorts at sea) is "being passed to you, for comment,
at Sea. (Connav 1525/12 to Admty (R) C.T.F.2U).

*(lT.T. in W. D.)

T.F.39. Admiralty pass to C.T.F. jh for action and to 
C. in C.A.F. Comnaveu for Info*
Refer to this as Task Force j>9 0659/11 addressed 
to Cominch for action, Cinclant, C.T.F. 29 for

info. ( B e g i n s ) „ 
Depart "base M 1100Z Nov 11th. Arrive destination 1600Z/2U Nov.
Advance 9 knots. Air coverage as practicable requested.

Track in accordance with Cinclant secret serial 00U92.
Reference positions (ll) 1+0*01 N. 59*59 (v) 29.59 N. 50.01 «/.
( W) 39.58 N. U0.01 W. (X) 50.01 B. 29.59 W. (Y) U0.01 N.
19.59 W. (Z) 29.59 N. 10.01 W.
(Cominch 1531/12 to Admty).
^Passing action taken "by W.R.

U/B
Positions.

S/M estimate 12th November and U.S.S/M notice. 
(Cominch 1553/12 to Admty).

ST.LOUAN 
attack bn 
U /B.

With [2.corrupt groups) attacked and apparently 
■^destroyed enemy S/M in position 011.06 N. 056.55 
W. at 1U09Z. 50 depth-charges expended.
Much diesel oil and bubbles.
(ST.L0I.1AN 1615Z/12 to S.B.N.O. Trinidad).
H o  L-+ 1^*- * i« «  ^  U  I* . A . . . .  /  V,

B y M.S. F.O.N.F’s l l l l / H .  (Insufficiently trained engine
room personnel in BYMS sailing from St.Johnsj 
Next group due to sail mid-December. Request 

your views after receipt of further signal from F.G.N.I.
(B.A.D. 1621Z/12 to Admty (R) N.S.H.Q. F.O.N.F., C.O.A.C.).

U/B. S/M sighted 01+5*55 N. 068.30 W. at 150l+Z/12th 
(C.O.A.C. 16U3Z/12 to G.B.7.A.(R) C.T.F. 2U etc)

R.N. & R.C.N. 
Corvettes.

C. in C.W.A. 11U7Z/5 and F.O.N.F. 1812Z/11, 
concur. Advisable all ships of A. and 0. groups 
assemble at Nov Mye (?Moville) at least before 
arrival of daylight prior to convoy meeting 
for conference and sea training.
(C.T.G. 2U.7. 1700Z/12, to C. in C.W.A.(R)
Admty, Capt.(D) Liverpool, C.T.F.2U, N.S.H.Q. 
Capt.(D) St.Johns, N.F. Capt.(D) Greenock, N.O 
Greenock, N.O.I.C.Liverpool).

/Movements..
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Movements Arrival U.S.Dest. GREER,U.S.Shins TENACITY,
G.A.T.20. P.C.U91, P.C.U92, P.C.U9U, escort G.A.T.20.

(N.O.I.C.Trinidad 1752Q/12 to S.B.N.O.W.A. 
(r ) Admty S.0.I.Kingston).

U/B. Curacao W/T reuorts S/k sighted 012.05 N.
068.55 W. at 2110 G.M.T./l2th Nov. 
(Kingston Jamaica 1756R/12 to Admty).

Special Cominch 1815/12. See Operation "Torch."
U/B
Estimate.

RESTIGOUCHE.

ERIE
torpedoed.

F.O.N.F.reference 1555Z/28th. Oct.
RESTIGOUCHE will unless otherwise ordered 
continue as C.T.U. 2U.1.1U.
(C.T.U. 2U.1.1U, 1900/12 to P.O.N.P.. C.T.2U (R) 
C. in C.W.A. ST FRANCIS, RESTIGOUCHE).
Curacao reports U.S.Gunboat ERIE escorting 
T.A.G. 20 torpedoed and heached off Willemstad 
1700 Q. R. today S.B.N.O.W.A. informed.
(S.O. (i) Jamaica 20Z+1R/12 to Admty, B.A. D.
F.O.I.C.Trinidad).

Your 22U6/7. Do not consider suggested change 
is any improvement over existing system. For 
example there would he no reduction in reports 
required from 15 knot vessels that are 3 
hours ahead or "behind schedule. Our experience 

indicates position reports are not particularly valuable.
In view of* the apprehension felt by Masters in making 
transmissions and the doubt indicated by Admiralty in stopping 
the reuorts from vessels routed via Cape Horn and the 
oossibility of German Shore Stations taking DF bearings and 
transmitting positions to S/Ms at sea recommend HF reports be 
discontinued except those required approaching New York or U.K. 
Ref. para.5 consider this proposal far too complicated and 
believe it will tend to increase the already confused situation 
with relation to war time calls and recognition signals.
(Connav 20U7/12 to Admty (R) N.S.H.Q.)

Reports
from
M/VS.

U.G.S.2. Admiralty re-encypher and retransmit to N.C.X.F. 
Gomnaveu, Comtaskfor 5U» C. in C.A.F. Comtask- 
group.31.8 Begins:- 

Special Convoy U.G.S.- 2 estimated S. of A. 9 knots sails New 
York for Casablanca Nov 13 via following route (J) 36.50 N. 63.50 W.(K) 30.UO N. 50.U5 W. (L) 30.02 N. 39.30.W 
(Iff) 29.25 N. 28.20 W. (N) 33.55 N. 17.15 W. (0) 35.10.N.09.55 W. 
thence to destination unless otherwise directed by N.C.X.F. 
Convoy composition given my 0922/11. Escort six destroyers. 
Commander C.T.F.37 in TAYLOR. Med.Section to be detached unde 
British escort to R/V designated hy N«C*X.P. Diversions will he

/responsibility....
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U.G.S.2.
Gontd.

America & West Indies - Gontd.
responsibility of Gominch C and R West of 
longitude 40° W. of Admiralty 40° to 10° W. 
and of N.G.X.F. East of 10° W.
(G. in G.U. S. Fleet 2114/12 to N.G. X. F.(R) 
CinClant, Comnaveu, Comtaskfor G. in G.A.F. 
Comtaskfor 37. C.E. S.F. Gomtaskgroup 31.8. Admty 
Port Director New York).
Passing action being taken by W. R.

S/M Attack 
and
sighting
summary.

A. NIDARLAND torpedoed sunk 11.41 N. 60.42 W. 
1200Z/09. PBY 5A attacks Sub on surface 56.55 N. 
27.45 W. 1615Z/12 Oct. Red Gross Gray Circle 
Conning Tower.
B. OLAF FOSTSNES 2 S/Ms U.45 types W.A.MACKENNY 
1 torpedo hit 10 shells. Attack 1025Z/6,

2151/4 Nov read 5th Oct.
O.SS. HAMILDOC sights S/M course East 09.54 N. 61.23 W. 0740Z/U 
U.S. Army Plane sights S/M 04.45 S. 57 W 1425Z/12 sinking 
tanker in vicinity.
D.Pisherman sights S/M on surface 4J>.55 N. 68.50 W.
1504Z/12.
(0. in C.U. S.Fleet 2125/12 to Admty (R) N. S.H.Q.).

Refits. . Dates of various Canadian Ships.
(G.0.A.G.Halifax 2125/12) See Lion Copy.

MIDLAND.
COBALT.
defects.

E.T. A. 0100Z/13 Boiler hours. MIDLAND has 
defective steering engine and broken R.D. F. 
universal in turning gear. COBALT requires 
repairs to decks, steering gear and R.D.F. 
Weather report.
(MIDLAND 2214Z/12 to C.O.A.C.(R) D.Halifax). 

Vice cpnav 2220/12 see Operation "Torch."

Escort of 
Fast
Transport.

Ref.escort of fast transport safe coastal zone, 
N.S.H.Q. has received no information from Admty 
or Cominch on this subject.
2. Only practical escort is by destroyer. All 
Canadian destroyers are at present allocated to

mid-ocean escort force or Western local escort force.
3. Due to convoy schedule it is not practical for destroyers in 
ocean escort group to take on further commitments.
4. Request you will discuss this point with Cominch and ascertain
his views. , . „ .  ̂ . . \(N.S.H.Q. 2223Z/12 to N.M.C. J.S.(R) Cominch, Admty etc).

/EMPIRE...
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CONPIDliT TIAL MESSAGE. 212 5 Z /1 2  t h .  N ovem ber, IN

PNOM: C. O .A . H a l i fa x , BATE: 1l | / l l A 2,  
RECD: 0I|26.

In t* G o n .X  b y  W /T .

W a s h in g to n , P .O .N .P .  C o p t . (D ) 
D H a l i f a x .

. R o p e o t o d :  A d m ir a lt y  n  M C J  S 
t o n ,  P .O .N .P *  C o p t . (D ) N e w fo u n d la n d

R e f e r e n c e  N .S .H .Q ’ s  1 3 ^ 0 /1  7 O c t o b e r , 1 SM

H a l i f a x  N ov . 11 t h .
L i v e r p o o l  N ov . 12 t h .
S t .  John/y./j, N ov . 1 2 th *  
JR Ho l i f e x  N ov . 11 tho

N ov . 1 :6th . 
D e c .2 l* th . 
D e c .1 7 t h .  
N o v .1 3 t h .

My 1 7 0 0 /1 1  c o u p l e t  i o n  d a te  H .M .C .S . LISCOMB#
e x te n d e d  t o  N ov . 1:2 t h .

My 2 1 0 0 /2 ^ /0 c t .  c o m p le t io n  d a te  H .M .C .S , COLLINGI700D
e x t e n d e d  t o  N ovem ber 2 1 s t .

My 1:500/7 c o m p le t io n  d ate  H .M .C .S . ST. CLAIR 
e x t e n d e d  t o  N ovem ber 1 :8th .

D e f e c t s  N .M .S . BUXTON a n d  H .M .S . WANDERER c o m p le te d *

My ikbO /3/O cU  d e f e c t s  H .M .C .S . BRANDON c o m p le t e d  
e x  D o c k in g .

My I.53O/9  c o m p le t io n  d a te  H .M .C .S . THUNDER N o v . 1 .6 th .

2125/ 12 .

/  R e q u e s t in g  in f o r m a t io n  be  s i g n a l l e d  w hen mon 
o f  w ar a r e  ta k e n  i n  h a n d .

2nd* S» L . 
C o n t r o l l e r .
V ic e  C o n t o ? o i l e r •
V.', (j t»N*S*

N a v a l S e o .
N«.i *1 s t*  3 .L *
C o p t .P ir n ,A d m ir a lty  H se .

D .C .D . S lo u g h . 
C .C .C .S .
c .w .  (2 )
N.
D *P .S *  (2 )}
A .  0 .  R . M*
D * o f  P , ( 3 )

D .M .S .
D .M .S . ( C i t a d e l . ' )  
T /P  f o r

M . ( 2 )
Ma i l  s . 
M o v ts , 
D .
D .N . C.
D. G .D . ( 2 )  
D » T .S .D .

iBath* 
iB*A* 97-6 .)
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Following is Gonnav’s 1556/12 addressed to G.C. 
S.F. and Comnaveu for information. EMPIRE SUCCESS 
reported at 1250 G.M.T./12 stopped for 
1U hours due to trouble with feed pump and 
requested protection giving her nosition as 

"bearing 088° distant 208 miles from position (c) and the 
following is Cominch (C. and R) B.A.M.S. Area 2B 15.10/12.
For EMPIRE SUCCESS "believe your area is relatively safe for the 
next 12 hours "but do not use your radio until you are we 11 
clear from your present position unless you are unable to 
nroceed within the above time.
{Comnaveu 2251/12 to Admty).

War Diary.

EMPIRE
SUCCESS.

U/B. Possible S/M QJ+6o 7 N. 053.17 W. at I8j>0/l2th 
(C.O.A.C. 2257Z/12 to GB7A)•

Raiders, Cominch raider and blockade runner summary No.6
Blockade (Cominch 2515/12) See Lion and Tiger copies.
Runne rs.

U/B
Positions.

C. E.S. F ‘s 1915/12, 
estimate.
(Comnaveu 2551/12 to

giving 0800Q/lj> S/M 
Admty).

Australia & New Zealand.
Situation. Digest Serial No. 295.Nov.10th.

Further increase shipping indicated Buin Short- 
lands area 10th Nov. where photo R/C reported 

at least U7 vessels at noon, including 2 heavy cruisers, p 
light cruisers, 15 destroyers, 2 minelayers, 2 tankers, 2 
seaulane tenders, 2 M.L.C. carriers, 16 merchant ships, P . 
smaller craft, 5 flying boats and 27 floatplanes. Also 9 other 
vessels reported 7.50 S. 156° E. at approx, same time course 170 
Further reliable report at 600Z(sic) indicates at least 61 
vessels Buin Shortlands including h  heavy cruisers 2 liji 
cruisers 2 sloops 53 destroyers and patrol craft, 18 .-/vs, ^ 
tankers.

/2... •
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MESSAGE 2315/12 llov.

Date 12.11.42. 
Re c d. 08 39

iiAVA:^ CYPHER IT. a.X. BY CABLE,

Addressed Adm ira lty  Reencypher and retransm it 
(Corn-inch 2110/12), Comtaskforce u4 

fo r  in form ation , C ine'.ant, Comsopac, Comsouespao, 
Comsoeastnac fo r  Comtaskforccs 23 24 30 37 
38 and 39 a lso  have fo r  in form ation .

IMMEDIATE

Cominch ra id e r  and blockade runner—summaxj _  
number s ix . Raider reported  19002/29 16 10h 
68 -27E but doubtfu l. Raider or supp ly_ ship 
by D.P. o f f  Sunda S tra it  14192/7 p o ss ib ly  
ra id e r  E retu rn ing to  Ind ian  Ocean from Par 
East p o rt. An 3 ,0 .8 . transm ission  1412Z/9 
o-ivin* p o s it io n  24 30 IT 46 28 V/ used c o l l
sign o f S, SOUTH AFRICA which was sunk 8th

and
been

June. STEPHEIT HOPKI1TS sunk 27 Sept, about « «
08 ?S.20 O.I.W , by gu n fire  probab ly from ra id e r  
H or ra id e r  J machine guns. BEI.GRA1T0 and 
DRESDE1T could answer above d esc r ip tio n . Dk^ojJuj.i , 
TAITITELFELS and KULMERLA1TD from Par East 
photographed in B iscay area la s t  week. Other 
runners a lso  may have a rr iv e d  r e c e n t ly .
KOTA 1T0BA1T and A1ILTALIESE ESSBERC-ER s igh ted  and 
unsuccessfu lly  a ttacked by a i r c r a f t  and la s t  
s igh ted  seven ITov. form er 46 51 L 11 w 
and the l a t t e r  45 40 IT 10 50 W departing 
Bav B iscay probab ly fo r  Par East. ERMLnLD,
W E T S  OS3EOLO. CATARACTS, and KGLOBAHO could 
now be in  p a c i f ic  or Ind ian  Ocean. BUROEiTW.D 
said ra id e r  used Salvo F ir e  s ix  inch guns a l^o  
shrapnel, in c en d ia r ie s  and machine guns and i -  
b e lie v e d  to  have been s e r io u s ly  damaged or ounk 
by fou r inch gu n fire  from Hopkins^ This ra id e r  
a lso  sa id  to  be -sim ilar to  German Liu. li.
ITorg. Wj.SITILGTOIT EXPRESS and could have .
ra id e r  3 or ra id e r  E, Hopkins ra ider accompanied by 
7,000 ton motorship pa in ted  d ir ty  gray wi 
CLIPPER BOY/ and TALL STACK at a f t e r  end o f high 
on-nerstructure. Sequence mast funnel Kingp 
S  w ”  c ro la tr e e s . Uo
B oxlike structure on poop. Deed and BILVEEPL..M 
could now have reached Gape Horn or Gap -o + .
photos in d ica te  w h ite or 1 «nd
on KOLMERLAKD, KOTA 1T0PA1I, AH1TALIESE ESoBoRGER and

BnflRAB0- 2315/12
idvance Copy 

D.T.D.
D.T.D.
D.T.D.
0 .  1.C,
D. o f  P.
D.A/S.W.
1 . ;
V/.D.
D.P. D,
D. S.D. (2 )
M .(2 ) , .
U. 3.IT. (3 )

1st Lord 
1st S .L .(S ) 
4 th o .L « 
V.C. IT.S.  
A . C . L .  o,
A » C. IT» S. 
A.0.1T.S.
A.C.1T.S,
IT.A. 1st 3.: 
Gnpt. Pirn, 
Ops. (3 )  
O .D. (5 )  - 
D. IT. 1 . (4 )

O.D, 0 .1 .0 .
D, o f  P (2 ) 
D.F.W.D. (2 ) 
llav. Sec

Admy. Use.
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2 . F o r tr e s s  engaged in  above R/C engaged approx . 
10 Z eros  n ear S h o rtla n d s , one sh ot down, one 
o th e r  p o s s ib le .  8 Marauders and th re e  B ostons 
w ith  7 A ir co b ra s  to p  c o v e r  a tta ck e d  enemy

p o s it io n s  Sanananda area m orning iO th  Nov s i le n c in g  A .A .g u n s ,
5 B e a u fig h te rs  a ls o  a tta ck e d  a v a i la b le  ta r g e ts  Buna Kocoda 
a re a .
1+. Our tro o p s  con tin u e  advance a g a in st  enemy p o s i t io n s  O iv i area . 
5 . One B .2 5 " engaged armed R/C T a lasea  area a tta ck e d  by  fo u r  
Z e ro s , one p ro b a b ly  d e s tro y e d , one damaged, no damage t o  our 
A /C .
6 . Seven enemy f i g h t e r s  o p e ra t in g  from  Lae Aerodrome 10th  Nov. 
(G .H .Q . S. W.P.A. 05 05Z /12 , to  Admty e t c ) .

subm arines.
(A .C .N .B . 0625Z /12 t o  G. in  C .E .F .(R ) Admty, G. in  G .S .A .
G .O .I .S .E a s te rn  F l e e t ) .  . . .. _
N .I.D .Com m ent. AIKOKU MARU(10,500 to n s ) i s  known t o  be an A.M.G. 
and i s  b e l ie v e d  t o  have op era ted  in  the In d ian  Ocean in  June 
19U2. SEIGHO KARU i s  n ot known as a m erchant sh ip  bu t v e s s e l  
o f  t h is  name and an oth er  name unknown were re p o r te d  a t 
S ingapore l+th Nov and to  be a s s o c ia te d  w ith  S/M s. Two l a t t e r  
ships"m ay be submarine su p p ly  s h ip s .

PHOENIX,U .S .D e stro y e rs  MUGFORD, PATTERSON, BAGLEY,Fremantle 
KANIHBLA on n a tr o l . Sydney N .S .W .U .S .D estroy er  SELFRIDGE on 
o a t r o l .  ROCKHAMPTON , WHYALLA on e s c o r t  d u ty , WAnRNAHBOOL 
f o r  M elbourne, DELORAHE, MILDURA f o r  B risban e on e s c o r t  d u ty , 
BUNGAREE f o r  B isban e .
(N.B.Melbourne 0712Z /12 to Admty etc).

BELLATRIX. D eparture Noumea 1 9 0 0 Z /l l t h  U .S .S h ip  BELLATRIX 
f o r  W e llin g to n . E .T .A . 0 2 0 0 Z /l6 th .
(S .O .X .W e llin g to n  0UU7Z/12 to  Adm ty).

Enemy
R a id e rs .

Your 0 9 2 U Z /llth  and 0 9 2 6 Z /l l t h  (n o t  to  G. in  G. 
S .A .)  C on sid er  p rob a b le  th a t r a id e r s  SEIGHO MARU 
AIKOKU MARU (YOSISU) and u n id e n t i f ie d  o p e ra t in g  
in  Indian  Ocean p ro b a b ly  in  a s s o c ia t io n  w ith

Movements.
Thursday I s la n d  ARMIDALE. D eparture B risbane 
U .S. GRIFFIN,,U.S. D e stro y e rs  FARRAGUT, HELM, and 
fo l lo w in g  sh ip s  on p a t r o l  HOBART, U .S .C ru ise r

11th Nov. a r r iv a l  B risban e U .S .D estrojrer^  HELM,
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5. 7 Beaufighters and 3 Bostons "bombed and 
strafed enemy position between Oivi and Buna in 
3 attacks during 11th.
U.Enemy troops forced to withdraw from Oivi area; 

enemy force cut off in Gorari Argo destroyed with 150 
casualties.
5.In Timor 3 Hudsons bombed Bobonaro and 3 other Hudsons 
barracks and buildings at Maobisso scoring direct hits 11th. 
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 1016Z/12 to Admty,etc).

Movements. U.S.Transport TASMAN arrived Townsville 11th.
U.S.Fleet oiler TRINITY depart Fremantle 11th 
due Geraldton 12th.
(A.C.N.B. 1501Z/12 to Admty etc).

War Diary.

Situation
Contd.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx.positions at 1200Z/12. 
(D.D.I.C. 1505A/12, 1515A/12)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands,
Operation F.S/M JUNON sailed from Lerwick at 0830A today
"Upsilon". to carry out a special operation north of the

Lofotens and then to patrol in area K.9.

Operation JOHN WALKER was refloated today and proceeded
F.B. to Molotovsk.

Operation "Torch11.
Port congestion is giving trouble. The 
occupied ports have not berths available, and 
consequently big ships must be constantly and 
unnecessarily at sea. N.C.X.P. is going to 
visit Oran, about which heTis not happy, and 
then Algiers, which appears to be going well. 
He states that he knows Casablance is in a 
state of chaotic inefficiency.

Force H is still covering the forces operating 
off Alg/eria. N.G.X.F. states that the presence 
of DUKE OF YORK and VICTORIOUS is an over 
insurance and an embarrassment and he intends 
to sail them for the U.K. shortly. He intends 
Force F(a) DUKE OF YORK, FORMIDABLE, BERMUDA, 
ARGONAUT, SIRIUS and 8 destroyers to arrive at 
Gibraltar p.m. tomorrow, enter harbour and fuel, 
and S.O. Force H transfer his flag to NELSON. 
SCYLLA and CHARYBDIS from Gibraltar to join 
Force H(b) under R.A. (A) H.F. a.m./15th.
NELSON, BURIOUS Force H(a) sail eastward a.m./l5. 
Force H(b) to arrive Gibraltar p.m./15.
SHEFFIELD and JAMAICA to sail for U.K. tomorrow. 
AURORA is destined for the Mediterranean Fleet, 

i S a i f  »$**&•

SHEFFIELD, ARGUS, AVENGER, SCYLLA, CHARYBDIS, 
WRESTLER, VANOC, CLARE, WISHART and VELOX 
arrived at Gibraltar this evening.

All undamaged ships in K.M. assault convoys had 
sailed westward by midnight today.

Casualties. , Netherlands destroyer ISAAC SWEERS was torpedoed 
{ /  by a submarineAand sunk at 0536Z today in 37 

23’ N. 2° 12* E. whilst screening Force R.

/BLYSKAWICA ...



War Diary.

Casualties. 
(Contd.)

Bone.
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SITUATION REPORT.
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Friday.__

Operation "Torch" _ 4_r-n.7£
BLYSKAWICA reports casualties and damage, 
prcawnabl# from air attack at Bougie.

The position of MARNE (torpedoed yesterday), 
in tow of SALVONIA, at noon today was about 
200 miles west of Gibraltar.

LAMERTON and WHEATLAND, after reloading with 
troops at Bougie, returned to Bone this morning. 
There were continued dive-bombing raids on the 
port area at Bone this morning.
LAMERTON reports that fighter aircraft are 
urgently required for protection and for main
taining the morale of the military and civil 
population. At 1120A LAMERTON reported that 
the Commandant stated that misses falling in 
the town were having a detrimental effect on the 
loyalty of the population and the Commandant had 
requested the destroyers to sail, which LAMERTON 
intended to do after dark, unless the situation 
further deteriorates. Parachute mines have been 
dropped outside the harbour. All troops and 
supplies have been landed and the military 
situation is in hand.
Bombing continued this afternoon, but apart from 
minor damage to ALBACORE from near misses off 
the port no damage is reported. By noon today 
the working of the port was reported to be 
greatly improved.

The port is working well. Neither Algiers nor 
Oran is able to receive Force K or cruisers for 
oiling. All shipping of the assault convoy was 
cleared from Algiers p.m. today.

Convoy K.M.2 is in process of unloading.
The inner harbour is open to light vessels, with 
good prospects of larger vessels shortly.
MARON (M.T. ship) was torpedoed in 36° 27* N. 0° 
58' W. at 1620A by a*U-BoaC^3R0WWifv6R off Oran.

Port Lyautey was reported ready to receive ships 
today though 2 sunken ships reduce the available 
area. At Fedala only one berth is available and 
discharge is slow, mainly over beaches., At 
Casablanca 8 berths are available and p£t of 
U.G.F.l entered this morning.
Three berths are available at Safi and discharge 
is going well.
The Naval Air Group and Support Group have sailed 
for the U.3.A.
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SITUATION REPOST.

13.11.1942.
Friday.

North Atlantic.
ALASKA (see 31st October) has arrived safely at 
Lisbon under her own steam. It is reported that 
SILVSRWILLOW (see 31st October) which was in tow 
of JAUNTY sank a.m. yesterday.

South Atlantic.
TRUANT sailed from Freetown for the U.K. today. 
(See 11th November).

Mediterranean.
V.A. Malta informed N.G.X.F. today that in view 
of the petrol situation the A.O.C. does not 
intend to carry out any more minelaying unless 
specially asked for.

3 LITTORIO battleships, 4 cruisers (2 under 
repair) and 8 destroyers were seen in Naples 
by R/C at 0830A.
The 3 CAVOURS are at Taranto with 10 destroyers. 
At Messina there are 5 cruisers and 4 destroyers.

Four magnetic mines were laid just outside the 
entrance to La Goulette at Tunis in the early 
hours of this morning.
Six aircraft made 12 sorties to attack El Alouina 
Aerodrome (Tunisia) last night. Photographs 
confirmed that severe damage was caused to 

workships and a hangar.

PARTHIAN hit and probably sank an escorted enemy 
merchant ship off Marittimo at 1655 today.

Tobruk was reported in our hands at 0930 today. 
The enemy left hurriedly and little demolition 
has taken place. The jetties are intact, other 
than those damaged by our bombing.
Our troops occupied Solium and Bardia today.
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East Indies.
SS. HILDA MOLLER reported being missed by a 
torpedo from a submarine about 0935 in 5° 55’ N. 
81" 4* E. Survivors report SS. LOUISE MOLLER 
torpedoed by a U-Boat at 0800 today in approx. 
30" S. 38" 50’ E. (about 600 miles east of 
Durban.)

America and West Indies.
B.Y.M.S.4 (disabled in Atlantic 7th Nov.) arrived 
at St. Johns at 1137 today under her own steam.

Comsolant reports that when escorts are available 
he is organising convoys between Trinidad and 
Rio de oro and return, primarily for tankers.
There will be no fixed schedule until more escorts 
are available.

Australia and New Zealand.
Seven Fortresses attacked shipping in the Buin 
Faisi area early this morning and hit 2 light 
cruisers or destroyers and near missed a destroyer 
and a large transport.
At 2040Z 3 Fortresses attacked a large and 
heavily escorted enemy convoy in 7" 45’ S. 157"
20’ E. and near missed and set on fire a 10,000 
ton transport.
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Policy.
/ * . “  jk  w -  i  .

ABDIEL. 1. Proposals in ABDIEL's 10pl/l0 are concurred
in. If ready she nay "be required to arrive 
Milford Haven on 7th Dec. for operations under 
0. in 0.Plymouth.

2. Request that the progress of working up practice he 
reported on 2nd December to enable decision to be made.
3. F.O.I.G.Newcastle pass to ABDIEL.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1215A/13 to 0. in C.H.F.).

IRMA. Gan decision regarding allocation of IRMA be 
given now olease.
(R.A.( D) 1725A/13 to Admty).

Movements.
GURNARD, Intend to sail D.S.JAN VAN GELDER from Holy
BREDA. Loch at li+OOA/lU, for position 180° Barrahead

9 miles to R/V with GURNARD at 0800A/l3th Nov 
escorting her thence to Clyde E.T.A. 2ppOA/15th 
Nov.speed 12 knots.

2. N.O.I.C.Greenock is requested to arrange fighter co-operation
help messages on 385 K/Gs. _3. Communication A.F.O "S” 2/U2 D.S.JAN VAN GELDER Table P (1) 
(one) line 3 GURNARD table 2 (p).
(Capt.(S) 5 1025A/13 to A.I.G.219 (Negative N.O.I.C.Lerwigk 
Capt.(S) 9) Admiralty Cmdre, U.S.Submarine Squadron 50.)

H.M.Yacht BREDA will meet you in 180 Barra Head 9 miles
at 0800A/15th.

(Ca-ot.S.3. 1521A/lp, 1UUpA/1U to GURNARD). 
*See also 0apt.S.3.lUQUA/lU.

SHROPSHIRE. A.M. I811/12th. Suitable tide for arrival of 
this vessel at Sheerness occurs from 2 2nd to 
25th Nov.inclusive. Request proposed date of 

arrival may be communicated as soon as known to enable escort 
to be arranged. N.O.I.C.Greenock pass P/L version by safe hand t
SHROPSHIRE. , s(C. in C.Nore 10U6A/13th Nov. to N.0.I.G.Greenock).

SEALION
#T.U7.
# h o i -  Ff W il-

No escort vessels being available from the 
3rd or 7th Sub.Flotilla request 1 (one) may be 
provided to leave Clyde at 1750A/15th and escort 
SEALION and P.U7 to 180° Bishop Rock 10 miles 
arriving 1900A/17th.
(Capt.(S) p 1157A/lp to C. in G.V/.A.).

MvP.O and S. 068.20 001.10 E. l8Cf. U increasing 
to 9 weather permitting. Weather report Uo62 
1367 nothing further to report.
(0.15 1200A/13).

GUTTY SARK. Remain in vicinity of R/V until dark lpth Nov 
then proceed to Holy Loch unless otherwise.
ordered.(F.O.(S) 1252A/13 to GUTTY SARK (R)
G. in 0.Plymouth H.Q.C.C.Capt.(S) 3).

/NORFOLK.....
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Movements - Contd.

NORFOLK, +My 1730/12. To avoid Southbound Convoy amend
CUMBERLAND. route to pass through C. 24.8.50 N. 19.15 W. then

D and as ordered.
(D.O.D.(H) 1313A/13 to NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND,
(R) C. in C.H.F., C. in C.W.A. F.O.C.N.A.).

Situation C. in C.W.A. 1j>58A/13 1746A/1^>. See Lion Cony.
200k / 1 3 .

I ITHURIEL. A.M. 1710/10. and my 1931/12.
t, . Intend to sail ITHURIEL to Milford Haven E.T J).

Needles 024I4.5/ H 4-» speed 25 knots. Standard route 
E.T.A. Milford Haven 1 6 5 0 / 124.. Codeword "Artful"
(C. in C.Portsmouth 12jl4.5A/l:>).

My 124-245A/15* Amend E.T.D. to 1300 /I!+ and E.T.A. to 0800/15 
(C. in C.Portsmouth 22j>2A/l:>). * re sailing of ITHURIEL to 
Milford Haven.

SCIMITAR. Leave Lough Foyle at 1800A/Ij>th and comply with
C. in C.W. A. IO3 8A/I .2 (Note:- See Shipping) .A St^t 
(N.O. I. C. Londonderry 12452A/lj> to SCIMITAR).

A.F. D.18. Your 123lA/12th. Tow has been routed West of
Islay as in my 1106A/12th. It is intended to 
send tug to Oban to meet Tow south of Lady's 
Rock.
(N.O. I.C.Greenock I6 2I4.A/I.} to Admty).

HOWE. Arrived Scapa.
(A. C.O.S,. 1824-7/15).

Onerations.

JUNON F.S.JUNON passed through position 020° Out Skerrie
?0neration 7 miles at’ 09524-A/l5 th routed through 069.25 N. 
"Unsilon. " 012.01 E. and thence patrols in vicinity O 6 9 o l  N.

017.26 E. On the surface at C.O's discretion 
when more than 60 miles from Norwegian coast and
thereafter diving by day.
(S.O.S/Ms Lerwick 0811A/13 to S/Ms operating N.of 
latitude 51° North.).

Pass to F.N.F.L. F.S.JUNON sailed for patrol.
(S.O.S/Ms Lerwick 0830A/13).

Patrols. 1 .Intend M.L.303 (S.O) and R.M.L.522 to patrol
on latitude 50.20 N. between longitude 1.15 W 
and 2° 25' W tonight 13th Nov leaving Weymouth 
at 1800 and returning from patrol line at dawn.

2 .Usual books will be landed. h s'\------------------- ----------  .
5 .Constant W/T watch on 2500 K/Cs. '
k.Codeword "Object'.' 5 .Request air protection be arranged. 
(F.O. I. C.Portland. 1200/1^), to C. in C.Portsmouth (R) Adm y,
C. in C.Plymouth N.O.I.C.Dartmouth.)

/Tonight...
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Prom C ,in C. W estern
1 358A /13/1 ovomb

A pproaohos.
e r . I

.'tOj to.at ion  a t 2004A/13th. November 1942. ; I

S e c t io n  F
- 1

E .N .61- COVERLEY
TARANTELLA

58 43 03 40 To Loch Ewe 8 ;  ; 1
3 it u a t io n  a t 2004A /13 /1 1 /4 2

*  —  p

S e c t io n  3.13. - . .  1
P .31 1  LA CAPRICIEU3E 53 40 Q5 11
TROOPER

To B ishop  R ock -13  1

A .P .D .in  
3 tugs

tow MAZURKA 
PAUL RYKS'T

54 42 05 12..nJ V *• :
To Corpach 
-  «. 6 1

UNBEATEN.* • CUTTY _ SANK. 51 .31 05 02 To H oly  Loch i i  I
“S

'
cc•O

H ROSEMARY 3 a i l  a M ilfonB IH aven
04 30A/14 To B e l fa s t  - . * 47 * 1

H .M .65 DERBY COUNTY 52 56 00 04 Southbound * • ;8  *■ I
CONVOY MAID MARION 53 07 04 52 N orthbound 9
1 M / V 3ALADIN 51 38 05 18 To C lyde • 18 '

3 itu a t io n  tat 2004A /13 /1 1 /4 2

S e c t io n  N.JL» - * 1

4 M inesweepers 62 35 21 27 To L iv e r p o o l 12
R.U.48 KBTG SOL 

3TAENE33
59 40 12 41 358 dogs B u tt 6 * 1 

o f  Lew is 6 m i le s ” * 1
U .R .49 GAVOTTE 62 27 18 11 to

HUGH WALPOLE
QUADRILLE

63 01 21 25 ‘ 6 ** 1

3 it u a t io n  at 2004A /13 /1 1 /4 2 ,» **• 1 
i

S e ct io n  3 , w . r • -

U .G .S /A
GURNARD

56 10 15 32 to 56 30 1 2 45 th en ce  
B arra Head 3 by day

10 by n ig h t .
K .X .6 LAM CA-3TER 

WELLS
3 C o rv o tto s
4 T raw lors

43 01 .15 37 t o 38 50 14 45 6 *

C.F . 7 . . . . . . . . 1

/
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C . F . 7 JHH&PUHIHB 
ARROW 
A 0T IV 3  
DUNCAN 
ANTONY

4 7  4 2  2 2  1 2  t o  5 0  1 1  2 1  1 7

K . U . 3 , 3  BLACK 3WAN 
1 3 1  oop 
9 O o r v o t t o s

5 2  2 0  1 9  4 0  t o  4 0  0 0  1 8  0 0  .*5

r~

ON. 1 4 5  
C .T .U .
2 4 . 1 . 5 .

U . 3  ,  3  « CAUPBULiL
U .3.3.BA D G U N
HD3BIBHN
DIANuNUG
TRILL IUIvl
BUItZA

5 3  4 1  2 2  0 4  t o  5 3  3 2  2& 2 3
5 2  00->26 2 0

th o n o o

2  1,1/7’ s  NORFOLK
CUMBERLAND
S -D o a tr o y o r s

4 3  0 3  1 8  1 6  t o  5 2  0 2  1 8  59 1 6

1 3 5 8 A /1 3 ,

A3 van oo oopy s o n t  D .C . D .O .D . (K.) D .T .D .

V* C .N .  u .
A .G .N .3 . ( H )  
A .C . l i .a . f J ? )  ( 2 )  
A .G .N .J . ( T )
N .  I s  t 3  .  ill«
Gapt Pirn 
D .O .D .(H )  ( 2) 
D .O .D .( p )  ( 2 )  
D .C . ( 2)
U . J . N .
D .A /3 .Y / .
H d. o f  I/I* 
D . D . I . C . ( 2 )  
I , P « (  2)
Y/*Dv
d * r  .B .  ( li 
D .T * D .( 3  
d . t . d .(G  
d * d . o *d . ( m )
D .o f  P . ( 2 )  

o f  P .(Q )
D .I 1 .3 .
Ad* Uam3oy ( 2 )  
Ad* B la k o  
■3*o f  L .D .  
C .C .R .T .

*M.

* .* «»
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Data 13 /11 /42
From C. in 0. Western Approaches. Reed.

W.A. Code 0 /r .T . 1)7 T/P UEcillkl— IIQEBEGEEDN

Addressed (S . & A. W estern A p p ro a c .e s ) ,  (A d m ira lty ) .  

IITORiENT
s i t , l o t ion  Report a t  2^ ^ o c t i a ) n , ,E / ^ .

My 1341A /13th / .  .mended course  and speed 4 
m inesweepers 063 dogs. 04 ’ 021 d ogs. 25 l e .

vex

RU 48 (E) 050 dogs. 22 ’ 010 dogs. 52' 8.

1 7 4 6 //1 3 .

Advance c o p ie s  O p s., O .D ., Trade,

V.C.N.S.
A .C .N .S.(H ) 
A .C .N .S .(F )(2 )
ii.C .N .S. (T)
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Captain Pirn 
D.O.I). (H)(2)
D. O.D. (F )(2 )  
Duty Contain (2) 
U.S.N.
D. A./S.W.
Read o f M. 
D.D.I.C.(2)
I . P . (2)
W.D.

D ,T.D .(3)
D.T.D.(M)
D.T.D.(O)
D.D.O.D.(M)
D. of P . (2)
D. of P. (Q)
D.M.S.
admiral Rrmsey (2)U u
drairal Blake

D. o f Li.D. 
C .C .R .T .
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations^ fâ

Patrols. 
(Gontd.)

Tonight 13th/14th Nov. M.T.B.55 (S.O.), 
M.G.B.611, 615 carry out sweep as in ray 
Nov. Alternative patrol in 50° 10’ N. 
W. may be ordered by signal. Codeword ’•Advent*'.

56, 50 
1152/11 
1° 30*

Call sign whole force 3 0 R D.
M.L.303 (S.0.), R.M.L.522 from Portland patrolling 50° 20’ N.

PENYLAN stand by at Yarmouth. ( i.O'WJ
PRINCE CHARLES leaves Gate 1730/13 for eastward. C*-. t -

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1249A/13, 2226A/13 to HORNET, (R)
S.O. 11th M.T.B.F., S.O. 18th M.G.B.F., D.l, X.D.O.(E), 
PENYLAN, Admty., C. in C. Plymouth, V.A. Dover, F.O.I.C. 
Portland, N.O.I.C. Newhaven, R.A.F. Tangmere, R.A.F.
Thomey Island.)
M.L. patrol tonight 13th Nov.

2. Force employed M.Ls 491 (S.O.), 195 and 157.
3. Patrol. 7 miles 065° and 245° either side of position 110 
Start 22 miles.
4. object. To intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. Own. ITHURIEL passes Needles at 0445/14 to
westward by convoy route. . A. £
Enemy. E-Boats may work from Cherbourg or Guernsey.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth at 1700 today Friday and proceed 
on patrol. Leave patrol at daylight 14th and return Dartmouth.
7. Codeword "Obstacle". Collective call sign 3 K M J.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1455A/13 to M.L.491, M.L.195, M.L.157, 
(R) N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, F.O.I.C. Portland, C. in C. 
Portsmouth, Admty.)
Portsmouth night movements 13th/14th Nov.

(4} 3 M.T.Bs and 2 M.G.Bs on patrol to the southward.
(5) 2 Chasseurs patrolling near E.A5 buoy.
(6) 2 M.Ls patrolling south of St. Albans Head.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1725A/13 to Admty., C. in C. Plymouth, 
C. in C. Nore, V.A. Dover, F.O.I.C. Portland, N.O.I.C. 
Newhaven, N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, H.Q.B.C., H.Q.C.C., H.Q.F.C., 
10, 11, 16 Groups, Tangmere, Thorney Island.)

Bay of My 1829/lOth. SEALION and*D0LF?bf are to be
Biscay sailed 15th Nov. for zone K.501 and K.505
S/M Patrol. respectively for operation in accordance with

one thousand feet, is to give widest possible berth to places 
named in Admty. messages 1209A/30th sept., 1127/lOth Oct., 
1716/ 14th Oct. and 1225/20th Oct."
(D. of L.D., 1500A/13 to all authorities, Home.)

F.S.L.l.
(2) S/Ms are to be routed through Bay via eastern

route and are to be separated to avoid mutual encounter.

Allied Air Activity.
The following is extract of message A.358 12th 
Nov. received from Air Ministry:- "Any aircraft 
compelled of necessity to cross the coast below
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Minefield 
in Straits.

Mining.
Amending his 1319/l2th. 
(F.O.C. Dover, 1047A/13.)

Boulogne 
to Etaples.

A.M, 1430/12th. On completion of the operation 
offensive rainelaying on the enemy route in this 
area was recommenced. Mines have been laid 
which are dangerous to small surface craft for a 

period of 40 days and access to coast between Boulogne and 
Etaples during next dark period will not be practicable.
(V.A. Dover, 1308A/13 to C.C.O.)

Enemy Intelligence.
E-Boats. Following has been read: Suspect E-Boat

activity.
(M.G.B. on position Z.19, 0045A/13 to N.O.I.C. 
Gt. Yarmouth.)

It is suspected there are E-Boats in the Channel area.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 2310A/13 td*PRINCE CHARLES, CAMPBELL, 
E.D.O. East, E.D.O. West.) ■* ^ A
LIDINGG
ashore.
EMMA MARIE, 
ADOLF,
SONOER JYLLAND, 
ELSE,
PISCATOR, 
AGNES, D.16, 
GUNTHER s/OH  

PLUSCHOl/, 
ADELE, ESTHER 
mined.

Mining results.
(1) Southern Baltic, Press reports wreckage 
Swedish LIDINGO 5842 tons driven ashore Aaro 
November 9th.
(2) Danish Waters. (A) October 10th small fast 
motor-boat mined near Buksor Odde. October 13th 
Danish EMMA MARIE mined sunk in Laeso. October 
17th German steam ADOLF mined sunk in Aebeltoft. 
October 22nd Motor Ferry SONOERJYLLAND mined sunk 
area Aaro. October 24th Danish fishing-vessel 
ELSE mined sunk near Vreseb in Great Belt.
October 28th fishing-vessel PISCATOR mined stink 
off Skagen. October 28th Danish fishing-vessel 
AGNES mined off Skagen. October 21st Danish

minesweeper D.16 mined sunk off Fyns Hovgard. 30th September 
Aircraft Tender GUNTHER^ELUSCHDtf mined sunk off Ronne.
(B) Following vessels were also mined, but position are not 
known: German ADELE, Danish schooner ESTHER. All graded A.2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 1717/13.)

U-Boats.
D/F bearings at 0938Z/13 and 1254Z/13 and 
1646Z/13 indicate probably 3 U/Bs to westward of 
Reykjanes possibly southbound into convoy routes. 
(D.D.I.C. , 1929A/13 to A.C.I.C., H.Q.C.C. )
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Navigational.

Routes, The following routes between Portland Bill and
Portland Dart Buoy are established and should normally be
Bill to used by all shipping as from 2359/13th Nov.
Dart Buoy. All other routes excepting route ’O' (see my

1713/30th Sept.) are cancelled. D.G.133 is 
to be cancelled accordingly.

Route 'M* Dart Buoy to Portland. From Dart Buoy to position 
50.27.30 N. 02.48.00 W. then by Q.Z.S. 293.
Route 'E' Portland to Dart Buoy. From western end of Q.Z.S. 
293, through position 50.27.30 N. 03.01.00 W. and 50.23.00 N. 
03.24.00 W. then to Dart Buoy.
2. P.W. convoys are to be sailed by route 'E* and W.P. convoys 
are to be sailed by route ' M*.
(C. in G. Plymouth, 1343/13 and 1131A/15.)

Casualties and Defects.

REIGHTON
WYKE.

Reykjavik arrival REIGHTON WYKE at 1645A/12th 
returned damaged from R.U.48.
(A.C.I.C., 1708A/12.)

SS. YEWKYLE. SS. YEWKYLE with cargo of coal on passage from 
Southend to Shoreham went aground off Cuckmere 
at 0410/13 approx. 200 yards from cliff. 

Unsuccessful attempts have been made to salvage at high tide 
with two tugs. Consider ship will have to be lightened to 
make salvage possible.
(N.O.I.C. Newhaven, 1731/13.)

Shipping and Convoys.

K.M.F. Z.J K.M.F.3. Request you will sail 1 ”S” to R/V
as required by N.O.I.C. Liverpool at B.L.V. 
about 1300/l4th and escort 3 ships to R/V in 

North Channel which will be signalled later. Destroyer to 
return to Londonderry on completion.

(C. in C. W.A., 1038A/13 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry.)
Cancel my 1759/11. K.M.F.3 S. of A. 12 knots. R/V 

1200Z/15 055° 27’ N. 009° 46' W., R/V 1200Z/16 052° 52’ N. 016° 
10' W., E.T.A. position G 1700z/20th.

(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1101A/13 to N.C.S.O. Mersey.)
K.M.F.3 cancel my 1132A/I2th not to, SCIMITAR and substitute 

intend sailing^SCIMITAR escorting CH.^ftUGENS, ANDES, BORINQUEN 
1330A/14th for R/V 270° Oversay 6 miles‘'in accordance with A.M. 
1950A/8th and G. in G» W.A. 1054A/13th neither to all addressees 
E.T.A. R/V 0400A/15th. S. of A. Q.Z.S.215 9 knots, 16 knots 
thereafter. Codeword ’’Master” . Help call on 385 k/cs.
(2) ANDES will leave Bar L.V. 1500A/14th adjusting speed as 
necessary to overtake.
(3) N.O.I.C. Londonderry is requested to sail SCIMITAR in 
accordance with C. in C. W.A. 1038A/13 not to all addressees.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1512A/13 to C. in C. W.A.)

/K.M.F. 3 ...
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K.M.F.3 Intend sailing Clyde portion passing 
Clyde Boom 1600A/14 R/v Liverpool portion in 
position (c) at 0400A bound thence in accordance 
with A.M. 1950A/8th. Codeword '’Henbane*'. 

(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 1804A/13.)K.M.F.3.
(1) Request you will arrange DORNOCH, FORT YORK and TADOUSSAC 
to sweep ahead of convoy to 010° W. then return to Londonderry.
(2) Minesweepers should be sufficiently far ahead to allow 
convoy to make a bold diversion if necessary.
3) Route of convoy (C) 270° Oversay 6 miles at 0300z/15th.
D) 055° 20' N. 011° 28' W.
4) Speed of advance 12 knots.

(C. in C. W.A., 1807A/13 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry, (r ) 
Adrnty., N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Q.P. 15. Your 2150A/12. I have now 30 ships in Q.P.15.
Would therefore much prefer these ships to be 
sailed independently.

S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1056A/13 to S.B.N.O. N->rth Russia,
R) Admty., Admiral Miles.)
Your 1445/12 presumably made before receiving C. in C. H.F. 

1352/12 accepting 30 ships plus ULSTER QUEEN and COPELAND. Request now includes as many as possible of 5 ships (corrupt 
group) of fuel and make balance with Russian ships awaiting 
passage to Iceland. Russians very anxious to include as many ships as possible of 4 now at Belushaya but will if necessary 
sail them independently. Selection of extra Russian? ships 
left to your discretion in conjunction with C. in C. White Sea, 
but must have sufficient speed. If any Belushaya ships 
included request arrange R/V convoy, Russians providing escort 
to R/V. C. in C. Northern Fleet has agreed to any such Russian 
craft to deliver convoy instructions to Belushaya.(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1524A/13 to S.B.N.O. Archangel.) 

From waiting position s/Ms are to proceed direct to patrol 
vicinity of following patrol positions. P.312 070° 53' 022° 
06’. P.216 070° 52' 021° 08'. UREDD 070° 32' 020° 01'.2. Patrol areas are divided by longitude 020° 32* and 021° 40'.
P. 312 is not to proceed east 022° 40' in pursuit of enemy main 

\units.3. S.B.N.O. North Russia is requested to inform Soviet 
Authorities.(F.O.S., 1526A/13 to Subs, operating North of lat. 51 N. 

(R) S.B.N.O. North Russia, Admty., A.C.O.S., C. in C. H.F.) My 1511/16. Publications have not arrived and ULSTER 
QUEEN, BRYONY, BLUEBELL, CAMELLIA and BERGAMOT and trawlers 
CAPE ARGONA, CAPE MARIATO, ST. KENAN, DANEMAN as escorts toQ. P.15 will proceed to sea with certain deficiencies. Latest 
publications held by vessels are as follows. Details.
2. Minesweepers hold all necessary publications.(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1714A/13 to Admty.)C. in C. H.F. 1909/11 and S.B.N.O. Archangel (?1449/l2th. 
Concur sailing Q.P.15 to leave Dvina Bar at 1400/17th.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1738A/13.)

War Diary,

K.M.F. 3.
(Contd.)

/positions ...
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Positions of submarines at 0800A/14 and move
ments for following 24 hours.
(A) P.312 70° 55’ N. 18° 10' E. dived by day 
through 71° 28* N. 21° 50’ E. to patrol vicinity

70° 53’ N. 22° 06’ E.
(B) P.216 70° 18’ N. 15° 01' E. dived by day through 71° 10' N.
21“ 01* E. to patrol vicinity 70° 52' N. 21° 08' E.
(C) UREDD 68° 50' N. 10“ 30' E. probably on surface through
69“ 59' N. 11° 50' E. and 70“ 54' N. 20° 11’ E. to patrol
vicinity 70“ 32' N. 20“ 01' E. proceeding dived by day when 
within 60 miles of the coast. ^

You may sight EMPIRE SCOTT a n d ______ ____ . ard of
030“ E. They are proceeding independently to Kola. Soviet 
submarines S.101 and S.102 may be sighted also between 019“
30’ E. and 030“ 00' E.

(? S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1858A/13 to Capt. D.8.)
Intend sailing Reykjavik from Dvina Bar 1200C/17th. 

Following 8 British: TEMPLE ARCH (Commodore Meek), DAN-Y-BRYN
(Vice Commodore of Convoy), EMPIRE TRISTRAM, EMPIRE SNOW, EMPIRE 
MORE (C.A.M.), EMPIRE BAFFIN, 000LISTAN, OCEAN FAITH. 15 
American: VIRGINIA DARE, SAHALE, NATHANIEL GREENE, EXFORD,
WILLIAM MOULTREE, PATRICK HENRY, ESEK HOPKINS, SCHOHARIE, SAINT 
OLAF, HOLLYWOOD, CHARLES R. McCORMICK, MEANTICUT, LAFAYETTE, 
IRONCLAD, WHITE CLOVE#. 7 Russian: MISTOMILES, BEANDRE,
MARTI T. BILISI, PETSLOPOVSKY, BELLOMORE, IRIEDERICH ENGELS, 
KUSNETZ LESOV. Total 30 ships.

(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1950A/13.)

Operation My 1341/12. JOHN WALKER refloated and now
F.B. proceeding to Molotovsk.
JOHN WALKER, (S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1107A/13.)

scored. Captain then decided that as he had been discovered 
it was useless to continue his voyage. He therefore proceeded 
to west and south-west until he hit an iceberg. This flooded 
his fore peak and reduced his speed to 8 knots. He then 
steered for Iceland and when off the north coast hit a large 
submerged object. The result of this collision was the appear
ance of a large patch of oil. With the help of the keen oil- 
factory sense of the Chief Engineer it was decided this was 
diesel oil. Vessel anchored off Saebol p.ra./lOth made her 
name to the signal station and departed during darkness on the 
night of lOth/llth Nov. without further signal. She arrived 
off Reykjavik at 1500/12 with her speed reduced to 8 knots 
her cargo intact and all on board well.
(A.C.I.C., 1327A/13.)

JOHN B. 
LATROBE.

My 1819/12. American M/V JOHN H.B. LATROBE was 
apparently attacked by seven torpedo aircraft in 
approx. 74.40 N. 02.30 E. a.m./4th. Gunfire 
and evasive action resulted in no hits being

/SS. VAL ...
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N.A. Madrid's 1949/12 which has been passed to 
you, request you will order route for SS. VAL DE 
LA KAYE to Falmouth and arrange R/V and escort if 
practicable.

3. Admty. will pass details to N.A. Madrid.
(D.O.D.(H), 1357A/13 to C. in C. Plymouth, (r ) H.Q.C.C.) 
Admty. 1357/13 not to all addressees.

Route as follows: By Spanish territorial waters to Cape
Ortegal thence along parallel 043° 50' N. to position 043° 50'
N. 012° 30' W. thence up meridian of 012° 30' W. to 050° 00' N. 
012° 30' W. thence to R/V trawler escort in 180 Bishop Rock 5 
at 0800 G. M.T. Anticipated date of reaching R/V to be 
notified before sailing.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1823A/13 to Admty., (R) H.Q.C.C., 
N.O.I.C. Falmouth, C. in C. W.A.)

War Diary.

SS. VAL DE 
LA HAYE.

MUSSOVIET, Propose to sail 3 Russian merchant ships 
CHERNISIffiVSKY, MUSSOVIET, CHERNISHEVSKY and AZERBAIJAN now at 
AZERBAIJAN. Akureyri for Reykjavik escorted by cXi>E PALLISER

for inclusion in next R.V. (? R.U.) convoy. 
Request (? very) early reply.
(A.C.I.C., 1359A/13 to Admty.)

System on 
which P.W. 
and W.P. 
convoys 
are run.

Pass to ships concerned.
My 1227A/23rd August.
Schedule (A) is to be adopted. 
Pass to N.C.S.Os.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1505/13.)

K.M.F. 4. REDOUBT and QUICKMATCH will be required as
escorts for convoy K.M.F.4 expected to sail from 
Clyde on 27th Nov.

2. Having completed boiler cleaning and made good any minor 
defects they should be ready in all respects for foreign 
service on the above date.
(D.O.D.(H), 1525A/13 to R.A.D.H.F.)

P.S.14. P.S. 14 cancelled.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1605A/13.)

Ships to be My 1146/6th June, para. 2, add:-
fitted with OCEAN CRUSADER, OCEAN GYPSY, EMPIRE LAKELAND,
A.N.D. EMPIRE LANCER and EMPIRE GERAINT.

2. My 1545/2 amend FORT YORK to read FORT FORK.
3. Amendments will be numbered serially in future, 
this message being number 1.
(D.T.D., 1702A/13.)

Russian M/Vs Your 1445/12 and my 1705/10. On completion
for Iceland. present duty HARRIER and GLEANER and available

trawlers may be used as well as any Russian 
ships you can collect to escort ships proceeding 
independently from White Sea to Kola.

/Please ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys K .

Please keep me informed of details. It will be 
necessary for minesweepers to fuel at Iokanka 
or from surplus bunkers in American merchant 
ships.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1732A/13 to S.B.N.O. 
Archangel.)

K.M.S. 4, 
M.K.F. 2.
(TAY)

My 1040/11. No escorts allocated to convoys 
K.M.S.4 and M.K.F.2 are fitted with B/F d/F. 
TAY is available at Glasgow until 22nd Nov. 
Request immediate fitting of Î /F D/F may be 
considered. If approved N.O.I.C. Londonderry 
is requested to allocate an Î /F D/F officer to 
TAY for her first trip.
(C. in C. W.A., 1809A/13 to Admty.)

K.M.S. 3. K.M.S. 3 all present except LUNENBifcG not joined 
Your 1445 KONGSVERE in company.
(2) My P.C. and S. 050w 25’ N. (019°?) (24'?) 

(West?) (group missed) 7^, (? weather report ?651, 3472).
(3) E.T.A. position (h ) 1600Z Friday 20th.
(4) 14th 0359 12th S.P.02485 found in package S.D.9999 which I 
have therefore instructed escort Group No.37 to open.
(BLACK SWAN, 2003A/13 to C. in C. W.A.)

V
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Operation "Torch11.
Cancel my 2050/12. NOLISEMENT not now sailing. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 0014Z/13 to LEYLAND.)

Regret to report Albacore Mark B F 665, G B W - 
F 8, 88799 found La Senia believed to have been 
shot down in flames. Crew killed.
(2) Pilot of single seater fighter name Rowland 
reported killed. No further information. 
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 0027Z/13 tc^FURIOUS. (R) N.C.X.F. 
BITER. DASHER. /, „ ST a

Your 1630Z/12 to N.C.X.F. information not given 
Patrol 73 prior to their departure.
(Comnaveu 0032A/13 to S.O.W.N.T.F. )

Transports 
to keep 
clear of 
Casablanca.

Your 1940/12 direct 5 transports enter Casablanca 
between 1100 and 1600/14. Remainder remain at sea 
until further orders preparatory to entering 
Casablanca. Keep N.C.X.F. and me informed of 
routeing. Route New York to (?sail) (?further)
2 destroyers. New York to promulgate routeing. 
C.T.G. 34.9. Acknowledge.
(C.T.F. 34 0047Z/13 to C.T.G. 34.9. (R) N.C.X.F.)

Senior Military Officer abroad will warn O.C. 
place of which he is going that six C U 47 with 
escort will land not before 1300/13. All 
concerned (corrupt group) ? landings will be 
warned.
(E.T.F. 0105A/13 to WHEATLAND, LAMERTON.)

Torpedo fired 050° Carbon 3 from 100. 
(PENTSTEMON 0105Z/13 to "Torch" N.T.F. (R) 
S.O.I.S.S. )

Request escort which brings one section of 
U.G.F.2 to Gibraltar be used to escort FIATRA 
HILDUR to Mehedia if they have not already 
sailed. Escorts will then be returned to 
Gibraltar. N.C.X.F. pass to Comtask 38.
(C.T.F. 34 0130Z/13 to C.T.F. 38. N.C.X.F.) 
Cancel my 0130Z/13. N.C.X.F. pass to C.T.F.38. 
(C.T.F. 34 1739Z/13 to N.C.X.F.)

STURGEON’S 1840 STURGEON and TRIBUNE may encounter 
own surface force today. STURGEON acknowledge. 
(Capt. S.8. S/M.F. 0322Z/13 to 8th S/M.F.)

/Bougie
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Left Bougie 0430A/13. Anmunition delivered 
in charge of ROBERTS who still had 6O/0 fuel, 
other ships getting very low. Request fighter 
cover 1st light.
(PELICAN 0435A/13 to F.O. Inshore Algiers.)

Have lost contact with convoy. R.D.F. out of 
action. My P.C.S. at 0400 032° 18’ N 012° 
(corrupt group) W 16. Returning over reciprocal 
course. Request instructions.
(LOUISBBRG 0530Z/13 to JONQUIL.)

Lost contact with U.G.F.2. Unahle to maintain speed of 
convoy. R.D.F. out of action. My P.C.S. 1000Z 034° 00’ 010° 
50' 077° 14. Request instructions.

(LOUISBBRG 1010Z/13 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) JONQUIL. Escort
U.G.F.2. )
Am in company with convoy U.G.F.2 carrying cargo of 35 

U.S. army air corps P.40 F A/C and pilots of 33 group. Only 
instructions received before leaving U.S.A. were that these A/C 
were to be catapulted off to a destination that would be made 
known to me. Request instructions as no further information 
received. My P.C.S. at 0800Z/13 031° 47’ N 010° 26’ W 000° 15.

(ARCHER 0600Z/13 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty. W.N.T.F.)
ARCHER 0600/13. Request you will (?direct) ARCHER as to 

destination for her P 40 A/C.
(N.C.X.F. 1030Z/13 to N.C.W.N.T.F. (R) ARCHER. N.O.I.C.
Gibraltar. Admty.)
Your*1810Z (?13th) (N.T. inW.R.) (? return to) Gibraltar.
(7N.C.X.F. 1502Z/13 to LOUISBBRG. )•*■? /o/ozl. _ .
Your 1030Z/13 affirmative. Shortly.'
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 1709Z/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) ARCHER. ? N.O.I.C.
Gibraltar. Admty.)

War Diary.

Bougie

*XOUI3B0RG 
ARCHER 
U.G.F. 2.

My 2056Z/12 and your 1647Z/12 only 5 ships in 
(?locality) (? FELIXSTOWE) and CLACTON are 
returning forthwith.
(EXE 0710Z/13 to N.C.C.N.T.F. (R) RHYL.)

U/B WESTCOTT 1104Z/12. Have German prisoners on
prisoners. board one officer 28 ratings no casualties.
U.ifio. (STARWORT 0730Z/13 to N.O.I.C. Algiers. (R) Admty.)

Eisenhower 
Cunningham 
fly to 
Algiers.

For Chief of Staff. I am coming to Algiers for 
the day with Allied C. in C. Estimated T of A 
Maison Blanche about 1130Z.
(N.C.X.F. 0815Z/13 to Cdre. Algiers. (R) S.O. 3rd. 
Detached Sqdn. )

C.S.10. My 2103Z/12. Amend E.T.A. to 0600Z/14 F.O.C.N.A.
acknowledge.
(C.S.10. 0827Z/13 to N.C.X.F. S.O. Force H. 
F.O.C.N.A.)

/Bombing...
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Bombing LAMERTON and WHEATLAND being dive-bombed at Bone,
at Bone. (LAMERTON 0830A/13 to S.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

Macalpine 6th Commando reports R W K 500 strong 
arrived 0706A/13 now moving into position agreed 

with C.O. 3 successive raids on port area (corrupt group) 
bomber A/C. Fighter A/C urgently required for protection and 
sustaining morale of French Military and civil population.
All quiet Mano and Code. B L. *

(LAMERTON 0908A/13 to First Army (R) R.A. Burroughs.)
Your 0732Z/13. Destroyers being dive-bombed at half hour 

intervals. Commandant states that misses falling in town are 
having detrimental effect on loyalty of population. Parachute 
mines have been dropped outside harbour. Commandant has 
requested destroyers to sail. All troops and stores (?landed) 
and military situation in hand. Intend sailing after dark 
as per your 1816A/11 (?unless) situation further deteriorates.

(LAMERTON 1120A/13 to (Corrupt addressee) S.O. Spare
Force (9^)
Sail westward at your discretion.
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn. 1032A/13 to LAMERTON.)
Code and Mano in state of defence. Relations with local 

military commander improved considerably. Military commander 
meantime to urge speedy reinforcements. Particular anxiety 
regarding Lac Fetzara map (?vicinity) 63 and 73 as potential 
landing ground for enemy air borne troops. Enemy air R/C 
considerable. No attacks. Obvious that liaison with Constatine 
garrison commander would be welcome to French and of great value 
to us. Have not disarmed French garrison. Am convinced that 
little pressure is required to effect their complete fighting 
co-operation. Information regarding situation in Tunisia not 
precise. Denial of any German landings in strength. Sending 
French officer in plain clothes to Algiers by destroyer his 
information appears to justify such action. Enemy A/C fighters 
over Bone at 1700 (?12th) Twin engined planes escorted by 
(?fighters approx.) (?10) in all over Bone with wheels down at 
1730 not identified.

(LAMERTON 1105A/13 to 1st. Army (r ) Flag or S.O. Inshore
Sqdn. )

Search
for MARNE.

J — *—*• / a .  b  £»

COXWOLD is to be sailed to Bone at 1000Z/15 with 
(corrupt group) 200 tons aviation petrol and 300 
tons arn̂ r petrol. Will be unescorted and should 
be routed close inshore fighter. Attendance will 
be provided throughout the passage.
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn. 0845A/13 to S.N.O.L.D. (R) 
N.O.I.C. Bougie. N.O.I.C. Bone.)

My P.C.S. 036° 50' N 000° 35’ W 090° 20 knots. 
(ZETLAND 0900A/13 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

Searching area with PRESCOTT. Endurance 3 days 
fuel water food.
(JAUNTY 0907A/13 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty.)

/ISAAC..
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------fik:-------

14. Ap 0536Z ISAAC SWEERS while screening force 
(^R) (eorrupt group) (corrupt group) torpedoed 
by S/M and sunk in 037° 23* N 002° 12' E.
FARNDALE, PUCKERIDGE and trawler searching for 
(corrupt group) survivors.
(S.O. Force H 0917Z/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. 
Inshore Sqdn. ) T
ISAAC S U, U. iO| i>... • ■ a m
( 2*. S  So."   ̂ r
E. T.A. 1230Z/13. Ships in company ABERDEEN, 
LETITIA, ORBITA, ETTRICK. i— *- /t -SLo 
(DEPTFORD 0920Z/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) (?N.C.C.N.T.F.)
F. O.C.N.A.)

JzL

The following is from C.T.F.34 (T.0.0. 0405/13) 
Action C.T.F.38 (R) N.C.X.F. C.T.G. 34.1.
C.T.G. 34.2. C.T.G. 34.9.
Until 8 hours 14th steer westerly courses keeping 
between latitudes 34 and 35. Assume your 1900 
longitude about 0930 west. The Task Groups 
listed may be in your vicinity. N.C.X.F. pass to 
Action Addressee. Information Task Groups informe 
(Comnaveu 0941/13 to Admty.)

3 magnetic mines set. No delay. Laid just 
outside entrance to La Goulette, Tunis night 
12th/13th.
(V.A. Malta 1014A/13 to C. in C. Med. (R) N.C.X.F. 
N.C.E.N.T.F. S.O. Force H.)

JAMAICA E.T.A. Gibraltar 2000Z/13 passing through position
22.
(JAMAICA 1024Z/13 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) N.C.X.F.
N.C.C.N.T.F.)

Force H Your 1218/12*para 3. Aircraft serviceability 26
Situation. torpedo bomber R/C aircraft. 41 fighters. 5

Fulmars.
(ii) Fuel situation. All clases of ships with 

exceptions of Hunt can remain at sea for further 4 or 5 (?days) 
if speed 16 knots is not exceeded and allowing about 15 to 20 
per cent fuel stocks remaining.
(iii) ASHANTI has defective distilling plant and must return 
to harbour in about 48 hours. AVON VALE has defective "A" 
bracket bearing, can steam 18 knots on one engine, being sent to 
Gibraltar with Force ’ R 1.
(iv) Last night A/S.V search unproductive.
(v) Force R will be detached at 1300Z in approx. 037° 27* N 
001° 46* E to Gibraltar S.O.A. 10 knots route through position 76
(vi) My intended position 0600Z/14 037° 59' N 001° 31’ E.
(S.O. Force H 1111Z/13 to N.C.X.F.)
* N.T. in W.R.

/Aircraft...
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Aircraft My 1014/13th. In view of petrol situation
minelaying. A.O.G. does not intend any more mining unless 

particularly asked for.
(V.A. Malta, 1115A/13 to N.O.X.F.)

Algiers
Assault
Convoy.

Expect to leave Arzeu with all ships 
convoy tomorrow Saturday about noon, 
maximum A/S protection. 500 Squad, 
have been informed.
(N.C.C.N.T.F., 1116Z/13 to N.C.X.F.)

of assault 
Request 

Tafaroui

Force R. Your 1052Z/12th (not to Capt. S.8). To Gulf
of Cristano please.
(N.C.X.F., 1122Z/13 to 3.0. Force fi, (r ) S.O. 
Inshore Sqdn., Cdre. Algiers, C.S.10, Capt. S.8.)

11 A/C patrolling (? 3) arrived Port Lyautey 
0400/13.
(BARNEGAT, 1130Z/13 to C.T.F.34, Comnaveu, Pass 
to R.A.F. Station at Lynehara.)

Intend to repeat A/S.V sweep tonight between 
1800Z and 2130Z in areas (A) between 37 and 37.30 
N. and 01.30 E. and 02.30 E.
(B) between 00.30 E. and 01.30 E. and 36.50 N. an 
37.20 N.

Request summary of shipping and S/Ms movements in these areas. 
(S.O. Force H, 1156Z/13 to N.C.X.F., (R) French S.N.O. Ashore, 
Algiers, S.O. Inshore Sqdn., R.A.A.C., FORMIDABLE, French 
S.N.O. Ashore Oran.)

A/S.V.
Sweep.

S/M Patrols. Your 1637/11 delayed in transmission. Agree
but request approaches to Tripoli may be included 
in disposition ordered in your (?09)37/llth as 
soon as S/Ms are available.
(C. in C. Med., 1215B/13 to N.C.X.F., (R) V.A. 
Malta, Capt. S.10.)

U.S. S/Ms. Duty coxnpleted by order of C.T.F. 34.
Depart from station at 0001Z/14 proceed U.K. 
through following points as arranged with N.C.X.F.

A. 32.00 N. 12.00 W. B. 35.00 N. 15.00 W. C. 36.00 N. 20.00 W 
D. 43.00 N. 20.00 W. thence as ordered by Admty.
(2) S/Ms are to proceed submerged by day until after passing 
position B. Submerged bombing restrictions will be imposed 
accordingly assuming S. of A. 11 knots on surface and 2^ 
submerged. Acknowledge to N.C.X.F., (R) Admty.
Cdr. U.S. Naval Forces in Europe pass to Base 2.
(C.S.S.50, 1219Z/13 to SHAD, HERRING, BARB, GUNNEL, (R) N.C.X.F., 
Comnaveu, C.T.F.34, Admty., F.O.S., R.A.W.A.F.)

/Situation ...
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Situation 124. (l) Bone. LAMERTON and WHEATLAND arrived
Report No.9. a.m. 12th with troops and after reloading at

completed from 13th. KARANJA and CATHAY total loss. #• ROBERTS 
seaworthy after minor repairs. Fighter protection effective 
on 12th when Ju.88 shot down. Working of port now greatly

(3) Algiers. Port working well except that Frenci _ ;
yet sailed since must be treated as Allies.
(4) Oran Area. No change reported but first follow up convoys 
berthed.
(5) Port Lvautev. Port ready to receive ships. Convoy T.F.l 
due 15th.
(6) Casablanca. A U G U S T A  entered Harbour. Many berths blocked.
U.S. Trans^i^*RUTLEDGE', ABLI33 and*SCOTT torpedoed by submarine 
off Fedalay^UTLEDGE sank. Eight ships of U.G.F.2 ordered to 
Gibraltar remainder lying off to seaward. /j.ouo
(7) STARWORT*e#corting T.E.3 sank German U-Boat ‘in 36,07 N.
01.00 W. 45 prisoners captured. URSULA almost certainly sank

X U-Boat off Cape de Gat a ."/'̂ CLARE claims to have sunk U-Boat in 
37.41 N. 00.10 W.'V"< A/S air patrols made three attacks.
(8) MARNE in tow. A STORK torpedoed on patrol off Algiers but
reached harbour with damaged bow. *'*• ^*^^3
(9) Force H still covering area until Italian Battle Fleet 
settles. Neither Oran nor Algiers able to accept Force H or 
cruisers for oiling. Force R (Oilers) returning to Gibraltar 
empty.
(10) Return convoys proceeding normally.
(11) N.C.X.F, visiting Algiers today Friday 13th by air.
(12) Admty. pass to A.F.H.Q. London.
(N.C.X.F., 1220Z/13.)

Your 1735/12. Approved. Arrangement for transfer will be 
signalled later. Intend FURIOUS to embark A/C at sea.
2. Your paragraph (E) no air crew pool at Gibraltar (corrupt 
group) (? but pilots and observers) asked for from U.K. for 
813 Sqdn. not yet arrived.
(N.C.X.F., 1758Z/13 to R.A.A. (Corrupt Group), (r ) S.O. Force H.)

Bougie returned a.m. 13th.
(2) Bougie. Discharge of Assault Force including 
troops in STRATHNAVER completed, store ships

improved.

Your 2005Z/12. 
groups) H.M.S. 
(N.C.C.N.T.F.,

Landing effected in U K (2 corrupt 
MONCK.
1302Z/13 to ULSTER MONARCH.)

FURIOUS
A/Cs.

A

My 1016/12th. Cancel my 2140Z/10. FURIOUS 
will be re-equipped with 9 Albacores. Sufficient 
Albacore stores to maintain this Squadron are to 
re-embark.
(N.C.X.F., 1344Z/13 to F.O.C.N.A., FURIOUS, (R) 
R.A.A. )

/Convoy
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126. Request you will sail Convoy M.K.F.l(Y) at 
1600Z/14 routed through the following positions: 
D. 36.00 N. 10.00 W. E. 39.12 N. 17.01 W.
F. 45.25 N. 17.26 W. G. 50.35 N. 16.50 W.
H. 54.05 N. 13.37 W. J. 55.28 N. 08.30 W.and report anticipated S. of A.

(2) Convoy will consist of ETTRICK, ORBITA, LETITIA, ALMAACK, DEMPO and any other ships capable of maintaining 14 knots.
(3) Admty. is requested to signal destination.
(4) Escort will be detailed later. (See 1028/14.)
(5) A.O.C. Gib. is requested to arrange a/S air patrols. 
(N.C.X.F., 1441Z/13 to V,A, Gib., (r ) Comm. F.S. Eight, A.O.C. Gib., Admty.)

War Diary.

Convoy
M.K.F.l(Y).

*

Algiers My 150l/l3th part 3.* final (3) Algiers T.E.3
situation. arrived noon. STRATHNAVER arrived a.m. M.K.F.A

and M.K.S.A. sailed p.m. This clears all 
shipping of assault convoy. Plan? of smoke protection of harbour being completed today. Meantime DELHI 

provides good screening if necessary. Berthing of K.M.F.2 and 
K.M.S.2 ships progressing well. French are moving ships out 
to anchorage which will give 4? more berths alongside. No bombing so far today.

(S.O.I.S., 1511Z/13 to N.C.X.F.)
* Note. Part 3 only received.
Intend sailing 1600Z today (a) Personnel ship NARKUNDA 

M.T. ships CITY OF NORWICH, OCEAN VISTA. (b) For Bougie.(c^ Route passing 10 miles off all salient points.
(d) Speed 9 knots. (e) Fighter protection required priority 2 from 1st light 14th sector D.

(Cmdre. Algiers, 1534Z/13 to N.O.I.C. Bougie, (R) A.O.C.
Maison Blanche, S.O.I.S., N.C.X.F.)

R. of P.s. to Reports of proceedings are required from all ships 
be rendered. taking part in Operation "Torch'1.

Reports are to be addressed to the task force 
Commander concerned with a copy to N.C.X.F.; 
latter copies to be forwarded on arrival at 

Gibraltar. Reports from ships that have already left the 
station are to be forwarded as soon as possible.
(2) Ships due to return to U.K. in accordance with TON 5 are to 
land with N.C.X.F. for onward transmission copies addressed to 
the Task Force Commander under whom they have been working.
(3) Report of attack by U-Boat are similarly to be rendered to 
N.C.X.F.(4) Report attack A/C are similarly to be rendered to N.C.X.F. 
in accordance with C.A.F.0.595 Section IV.
(N.C.X.F., 1527Z/13 to all British S. and A. concerned in 
Operation "Torch", V.A. Malta excluding W.N.T.F.)

French Ships From S.N.O.L.D. about 5 French k/Vs will sail 
from Bougie. for Algiers tonight 13th. They will be escorted 

by an armed tug from Jijelli.
(ROBERTS, 1602Z/13 to S.O. Inshore S<idn.)

/SS. MARON • • •
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8sT; MARON 
torpedoed 
off Oran.

Operation "Torch” - Contd.
Cm. V- ^

SS./MAR(?ON) (? torpedoed by) S/M'in 036° 27’ N. 
000° 58' W.
(MALCOLM, 1620A/13.) ■ U-^1

ALBACORE Attacked by 10 Junkers at 1250 off Bougie 4
bombed off hits. Minor damage from near misses. Some
Bougie. repairs beyond capacity of ships staff.

Percentage ammunition remaining 30 H.E., 50 
Oerlikon. E.T.A. Algiers 2230.
(ALBACORE, 1620Z/13 to S.O.I.S.)

JONQUIL, Your 1449Z/13. My P.C. and S. 035° 23’ 008° 30’
MARNE. 076° 12. Expect to arrive Gate 0700Z/14.
 ̂ eg/ Have Capt. 9 officers and 57 ratings from HECLA,

* 2 officers and 119 ratings from MARNE.
Message from LANDGUARD addressed F.O.C.N.A., begins: MARNE in
tow SALVONIA. JAUNTY standing by. My P.C. and S. 035° 12’
009° 35’ 070° 3 at 1100Z/13. LANDGUARD, LULWORTH, PRESCOTT all 
over 80$ fuel remaining. T.0.0. 1058Z/13. Ends.
Weather report 5481 1075.
(JONQUIL, 1625Z/13 to N.C.X.F., (r ) Admty. , F.O.C.N.A.)

DEWDALE escorted by LORD HOTHAM and LORD NUFFIELD 
will be sailed after dark for Algiers.
(S.O.I.S., 1625A/13 to S.N.O.L.D.)

C. in C. Allied Forces directs (? 6th Dest.
Flot.).(group missing) act under orders of 
N.C.W.N.T.F.
(N.C.X.F., 1633Z/13 to N.C.W.N.T.F., (R) T.F.38.)

C.S.lO’s Your 2103/12 report composition of force
force. arriving. Is M.K.F.1 in company. S.O.I.S.

1835/12 refers.
(N.C.X.F., 1650Z/13 to C.S.10.)

Your 1650Z/13. SHEFFIELD, ARGUS, AVENGER, SCYLLA, 
CHARYBDIS, WRESTLER, VANOC, CLARE, WISHART, VELOX. Also 
M.K.F. 1 SAMUEL CHASE *“LUFFMAACK, DEMPO. .1 . . . h  

(C.S.10, 2015Z/13 to N.C.X.F. )*• M A Ac.K
Berth in following order at 20 minute intervals.

AVENGER 43 bows south, SHEFFIELD 3 bows north, CHARYBDIS west 
side, SAN ADOLFO at 35, SCYLLA 47 on VINDICTIVE, ARGUS 52 on 
Tanker KAIA KNUDSEN. Last three bows south. Both baffles 
will be open. Destroyers 2 east*side of 35, 2 each side of 36 
2 at 27. Pass E.T.A. AVENGER at gate to P.W.S.S. Merchant 
ships to close examination station for pilots.
(F.O.C.N.A., 2019Z/13 to C.S.10, Ships in company.) *(?each)

Your 0441/12. My Chief Salvage Officer, Commande 
J.H. Vine, is being sent by air at first 
opportunity.
(N.C.X.F., 1659Z/13 to C.T.F.34, (R) Admty., 
Cominch, C. in C. Atlantic Fleet.)

/2 . . .
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2 Spitfires will be sent dawn 14th to carry out 
special R/C as requested.
(G/S 08N?, 1700/13 to S.O.E.N.T.F., (R) G/S 9QG.)

Fuel at My 1926/12 ENNERDALE has less than 1000 tons of
Algiers. oil fuel remaining and this is only supply

available.
(Cradre. Algiers, 1705A/13 to (7N.C.X.F.), (R) 
F.O.C.N.A., F.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

Minefield Presume minefield laid off Fedala Nov. 8th will
off Fedala. be promulgated in Q.K., series.

(D.M.3., 1710A/13 to N.G.X.F., (R) V.A.G.N.A.)

Your 1156Z/13. None known Cmdre. Algiers is 
requested to confirm.
(N.G.X.F., 1710Z/13 to S.O. Force H, (r ) S.O.I.S. 
Admty., FORMIDABLE, F.O.I.C. Oran, Cmdre.Algiers.

Special 
situation 
report of 
Western 
Task Force.

1. (Military).
2. Condition of airfields. Casablanca completely 
operational all types including R.D.F. and W. 
lighting. Port Lyautey operational north, south 
runways only. To be used refuelling only due
to congestion. Rabat Sale operational for light 
types only.

3. Estimate of army casualties approx. 100 K., 275 W.
4. Will start unloading cargo at Casablanca today. Unloading
berths estimated as follows: Casablanca 8, Safi 3, Fedala 1.
Port labour assisting Fedala. 351 tons coal are available at 
Casablanca, also 6 tugs and 15 barges. Estimated 75;.b vehicles 
and 20% assault convoy unloaded 0430Z.
5. Hostilities ceased in all areas. Friendly reception 
received in Casablanca.

(Commandeth, Gibraltar, 1711/23.)
R/C between 2400z/llth and 2400Z/12, 7 Ju.88s from Trapani 

were active. R/C undertaken as far as 46 W. and 1 aircraft to 
40 miles S.E. Gibraltar. Shipping Gulf of Bougie reported by 2 
aircraft and 3 others reported convoy west of Oran. 1 aircraft
landed Elmas.
Long range bombers. Between 0400Z and 0700z/l2th, about 10 
aircraft active Bougie area. Afternoon and evening Nov.12th, 
at least 30 Ju.88s and He.Ills reported to have operated against
shipping between Bougie and Oran.
R.A.F. destroyed 11 and damaged 5 in these attacks. 

(Commandeth, Gibraltar, 1723Z/13.)

Movements. Arrivals ABERDEEN, DEPTFORD with SS. ETTRICK, 
LETITIA, ORBITA.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1714A/13 to Admty., N.O.I.C. Oran.)

/Admiralty ...



War Diary.

MOST SECRET.
> •  563

13.11.1942.
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch11 - Contd.
Admiralty pass to C.T.G. 34.1.
Following is C. in C. Atlantic Fleet's 1516/13 
for action C.T.G. 34.1 Cdr. 7th U.S. Cruiser Divn. 
for information C.T.F. 29 C. in C. U.S. Fleet 
G.T.G. 26.1. Com 5.
Replenish service ammunition at base H where you 

will proceed with your group. When security permits report ships 
in company with you. C.T.F. 34 despatch 1924/12 not to all 
addressees.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1715/13 to C.T.G. 34.1.)

Casablanca My 1715Z/13 Part 2 final.
Situation. AUGUSTA,^CHENANGO, HAMBLE50N in Casablanca.*

Present estimate doubtful HAMBLETON can be “  

repaired. Harbour (?clearance) (?being) expedited. 
Safi group completed unloading today all safe being routed to 
U.S. Covering group and air group less CHENANGO and SANGAMON 
(?released) and routed to U.S. Before arrival of squadron of 
P.40s at Casablanca Airfield. Remainder port Lyautey. N.C.X.F. 
pass to C. in C. Allied Force Cinclant Cominch.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. 1715Z/13 to N.C.X.F.)

Enemy aircraft bombing in position XTBJ 1823. 
(LAMERTON 1753/13.)
Enemy aircraft bombing in position XTAG 1837. 
(LAMERTON 1753/13.)

Appeal to My 1815C/13 (omitted) contains a moving appeal
Admiral from Moreau serving in LEOPARD to his Father
Moreau. Chief of French North African Squadron at Dakar.

He requests
(A) that it may be sent to his Father by broadcast

or cable and
(B) broadcast in Free French transmission if possible tomorrow 
Saturday night. Recording can be done in Capetwon and passed to 
B.B.C. by Beam Radio.
(C. in C. S.A. 1800C/13 to D.N.I.)
N.I.D. Comment. Admiral Moreau has recently been appointed 
"Admiral Sud" and so far 4s known is in Algiers.

11 estimated Western Med. in addition there are 
approx. 17 German U-Boats operating throughout 
the Med. and based on Med. Ports of which 6 or 7 
refitting. 6 North (?Durazzo) to Tangier from 
numerous D/F. One locality 34 north 10 west by 
D/F 0850Z/13. Admty. pass all 4 parts of my 
1814/13 to C.T.F. 34.
1 vicinity 33.50 N 11.30 W by D/F 0444Z/13.
2 area 36 N 14 W probably heading S.E.

1 vicinity 38 N 18 W by D/F 1010Z/13.
1 37.30 N 19 W by poor D/F 0421Z/13.
1 locality 40 N 17 W by D/F 1228Z/13. probably homeward bound.
1 southbound area 42 N 12 W.
3 northbound 13 N 20 W 14 N 22 W. 34 N 20 W.
5 homeward bound 33 N 24 W 46 N 04 W 45 N 11 W 45 N 14 W 48 N 
24 W.

Weather
forecast.
and
Special 
U-Boat 
estimates 
E of 26 W.

/3 westbound..
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3 westbound 44 N 19 W 49 N (70?) W 53 N 23 W.
3 patrolling 51 N 23 W 37 N 23 W 41 N 23 W.
1 46.30 N 25 W by poor D/F 0940Z/13.
Possibly 2 off (Dakar?)
3 estimated patrolling 03 N 01 W 03 N 08 W.
05 N 11 W.
12 Atlantic area (corrupt group) Weather forecast 
Atlantic coast Morocco cloudy, becoming partly 
cloudy. N.E. winds 9 knots. Visibility 12 
miles. Base low cloud 2 thousand feet. Sea 

moderate. Swell N.W. slight to moderate.
Azores 0000Z Priday swell short heavy N.E. 5 and 6 feet period 
8 per second sea choppy very rough.
Weather coast of Morocco next 5 days generally fair winds gentle 
to moderate N.Ely. some Nly. winds and probably short periods of 
fresh winds locally.
Some possible showery conditions developing end of period not 
severe. Intense cyclonic storm preceded by strong to gale 
southerly winds and followed by extensive N.W. gales north of 
45 to 50 N probably centred 53 N 35 W Sunday and 58 N 25 W 
Monday.
(Cominch 1814/13 to C.T.F. 34. C.T.P. 37. C.T.P.39. C.T.P. 38.
(R) Cinclant. C.T.P. 30.)

War Diary.

Weather
Forecast
and
Special
U-Boat
estimates
E of 26 W. 
Contd.

T.B.
depot
at
Algiers.

Intend to establish torpedo depot in hangar of 
Air Prance flying boat station not being used by 
P.A.A. Office and store accommodation appears 
adequate. 110 direct current and 220 alternating 
current supply available. Fixed electric grid 
on water front and 12 feet water. Part partially 
equipped workshop is available. 45 by 36 yards. 
P.0. Inshore Squad concurs.
(Cdre. Algiers 1815Z/13 to N.C.X.P. (R) F.O. 
Inshore Sqdn. )

JAUNTY return to harbour.* * PRESCOTT, if not 
in company with MARNE, return to Gibraltar. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1830Z/13 to Admty. JAUNTY. PRESCOTT. 
N.C.X.P. LULWORTH. LANDGUARD. MARNE.)
* See N.C.S.O. Lisbon 1154/13 in North Atlantic.

Free French ST. CHARLES and trawler escort 
entering harbour from (?Jijelli) bound Algiers. 
(PENTSTEMON 183?Z/13 to S.N.O.L.D.)

M.K.S.1A 
M . J d . F  I *

/»- i»'4 8

TON 7. M.K.S.1A. 6 ships from Algiers,2 from
Bougie 3rd joining in position one at 0700Z/14

____ f___ __ routed thence 20, 76. Escort HUSSAR and
SPEEDWELL from Algiers,ROTHER and SPEY from Bougie. E.T.A. 
daylight 16th. M.K..F.1A KEREN, STRATHNAVER^MARNIX, EXCELLER
from Algiers 1900Z/13 Nov. routed 9, 76, escortXBLYSKAWICA, EGRET 
and PHILANTE E.T.A. p.m. 14th. My 1856Z/12 4 ships only sailed. 
(S.O.I.S. 1845Z/13.) Vnri VT

/Owing..
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Owing to heavy rain and lack of accomodation 
between decks for 500 survivors intend to remain 
alongside#CHENANGO who will accommodate them for 
night. Intend sailing daylight 14th.
N.C.W.N.T.F. concurs.
(VENOMOUS 1857Z/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) VULCAN.
V .A . C .N . A .  ) t, ^  S

Request information when available as to condition 
of captured graving and floating docks and 
general state of shipyard workshops and local 
labour.
(D of P 1904A/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) D.C.N.X.F. )

Details of casualties and defects. 
(F.O.I.S. 1920/13) See Lion Copy.

E.T.A. Gibraltar 1040 G.M.T./14. Oil fuel 
required 50 tons.
(WOODSTOCK 2000Z/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A. 
Capt. Dockyard and K.H.M. Gib.)

Oran area departure 0800/13. JAMAICA for 
Gibraltar.
(N.C.C.N.T.F. 2010Z/13.)

Following received from F.O.I.S. Begins.
N.C.X.F. (R) N.O.I.C. Algiers from F.O.I.S.
176 craft took part in operations at Algiers.
Ships to Bougie were re-equipped at Algiers.
Total craft to Bougie 71. Total casualties to 

craft in Algiers assault all caused by weather, 13 landing craft 
A, 25 LCP 13 LMC 1 LCM 3 1 LCS. Salvage proceeding and there are 
already about ten safe but badly damaged including four LCM 1.
In Algiers now fifty per cent defective fifteen LCA 9 LCP 1 LCM 
11 LCM 3 2 LCS all working at heavy load. Base Officer requires 
more shipwrights. T.0.0. 2359A/12 Ends.
Additional shipwrights are being arranged.
(N.C.X.F. 2100Z/13 to Admty. (R) D.N.C.X.F. C.C.O.)

Intended 136. K 168. Intend following movements -
movements. (1) Force H. (a) DUKE OF YORK. FORMIDABLE.

BERMUDA. ARGONAUT. SIRIUS and 8 destroyers to 
arrive Gibraltar p.m. 14th in daylight if possible.

(2) Enter harbour and fuel. S.O. Force H requested to transfer 
flag to NELSON.
(3) SCYLLA. CHARYBDIS from Gibraltar to join Force H.
(b; under R.A.(A) Home Fleet a.m. 15th.
(4) NELSON, FURIOUS, Force H.
(b) sail to eastward a.m. 15th.
(5) Force H.
(b) to arrive Gibraltar p.m. 15th.
> ( 6) SHEFFIELD. JAMAICA.*AURORA sailing for U.K. 14th. 6 1 4

(N.C.X.F. 2101Z/13 to A.I.G.259. Except W.N.T.F. (R)
Admty. V.A. Malta. C. in C. H.F.)

x  v tTy a_

BLYSKAWICA

-^JAMAICA
A tty

Landing
Craft
casualties.

/138. Your.
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SEGIiET MESSAGE 1920/13til Nov.

K^ai: F.O. Inshore Squadron. NATE: 14,11,42,
KECD: 0001

_____________ NAViJj CYPHER (b) BY WAT__

IN

Addressed: Admiralty Tor Polish Naval I-I.Q. London. 
M M L lsfe .

Following received from Polish Ship ELYSmiy, begins 
loiish  ratings and 1 British Signalman killed . 'nr. nap..

(A) 2 ________
Buriod at soa.
03) 6 Polish P.O.s and 27 ratings woundod and landod at

oi names otc. is being proparod. 
for d'ly11̂ 1̂ 1̂  wourif̂  on boarr;1 roquiro X ray within a
00 1 fuel tank a ft and 1 fuel tank forward holed, somo
f l  r .n r> T *C ! | n n l ' i v i r f  • n t i n i m 'K I r r  J  *

’ '  —  —  ouj. J. «L. V A.-Y L lm \ J  J. V'/Cl

others leaking, probably starvod.
Oi) a niimber of holes down ship st-orboard sido. 
00 ynchutz gyro compass out o f action 
tO) N»k.E. 236 out o f action 285 one aoricl gone

n

food pump out of action ship e-ainot repair 
boab 1 torpedo damaged by srnlinters 

(J) Light carvol o f Y gun out of action 
^ - f t o r  compartment (Store) flooded. Ends T.0.0. 
C7oLyioth.

19P0/1 3
Advance Copy O.W.(C)

Torch E 67 Q .N .I. for Polish N.A.)
Vico Controller
L.57
-0 .0  . j .
D. N.O.
E. in C.
P.N.L.O.
W.11. F ile 0751/13 
Lop. Cont. (3) 
h . ( 4 ) 
i).N .0 .(2 )
E. in 0.
L .S .j. (3)

)
)
)Bath by T/P.
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'YARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

SECRET MESSAGE IN
1 ' 1926/13t,h November,

From: Commandsth Gibraltar1. Date: 14.11,42,

Addressed: ABFCR London. .. t . -TLiteral text1'
SITREP 6. Situation report number 6 November- 12th to 24QQ.

1. Eastern Task Force. Unopposed dawn landings at Bone by 6th Commando from 2 destroyers and 2 A Companies 3rd British Parachute Batallion dropped, by 
air. 3 Companies Infantry, 1 Troop FieId.RegimentpTirwrn 1 n rrVl + ' . vi+ n — -i n/‘*r>ci-p+ atjvjt i t TS -i"i r\ ini 1 n

xuauox o uawctgt j eu i  uaxu'j.ei am  c. uujer vvai btiipb* 
XSn from 36th' Infantry Brigade left Bougie by rail for Setif due to arrive 0530Z 13th. Arrangements being made to use railway for carriage stores to 
Blida, Maison Blanche, Setif and Bone. Convoy KM 2 arrived Algiers noon. Algiers port working noli After signing of Armistice 34th division returned Fort Lerapereur to French. CT 168 oeounios high
r r m n n d  A V O V l l  n r t  I  1  n v i r I  +  n v w v i . , ^  J i r . +  m l  n  -

in readiness to move by air. British units . attached to 34th Division released at Armistice,
2. Center Task Force. Convoy KM 2 arrived , Oran evening llth. Oran port working well as can be 

expected in view of blocking.
3. Western Task Force.^  ---- ... 3 transports torpedoed

off Fedala, Hq. ship now in Casablanca port. First follow un convoy standing out to seaward except for 
detachment to Gibraltar.

4. Air Gibraltar. 16 A/S during day.

J.R.

Bougie during night 11/12 November continued . intermittantly during following day. No approciabl damage Q,p casualties reported a sharp. R.A.g. mein- tamed lighter protection over Bougie area ouring ±p: November working at extreme range from liaison Blancac 
and destroyed 11 enemy aircraft and damaged b* our Losses 3 aircraft 1 pilot. ~ -------

TORCH 93
(M 28 and for H.Q.C.C.)
u• O. 11» (o ).
G.C.L.S.

1926/13
Advance Copy Ons., O.D,

‘ 0.1.0.
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Intended
movements.
Contd.

138. Your 0120A /13. (R e p e t it io n  o f  A.M. 1805A/12 
(H u sh )) ' My tro u b le  i s  P o rt  c o n g e s t io n . O ccupied 
p o r t s  have n ot b e r th s  a v a ila b le  and in  consequence 
b ig  sh ip s  must be c o n s ta n t ly  and u n n e c e s s a r ily  at 
sea f o r  la c k  o f  harbour.

Am c o n fid e n t  o f  d e a lin g  w ith  any L atin  c o n s p ir a c y  w ithou t DUKE 
OF YORK and VICTORIOUS whose p resen ce  i s  an o v e r  in su ran ce  and an 
em barrassment.
In ten d  s a i l in g  them f o r  U.K. as soon as S h u ff le  s e t  f o r t h  In  my 
2101 /13  i s  com p lete  u n le ss  f o r  reason s o f  w hich I am n ot aware 
you w ish to  keep them e v id e n t in  which ca se  I su ggest Freetow n. 

(N .C .X .F . 2103Z/13 to  Admty. (R ) C. in  C. H .F .)
141. Your 1943 /11 .

Para 1. ALBRIGH.TON has a lre a d y  s a i le d  f o r  U.K: I  can manage
w ith ou t h er but BLEAN would be welcome in  p la c e  o f  COWDRAY.
2. Para 2 and 3. OPPORTUNE w i l l  be se n t . ^ESCAPADE has s a i le d .  
Remaining 2 u n fo r tu n a te ly  n ot now a v a i la b le .  S cra tch  team o f
W.A. d e s tro y e rs  w i l l  be s a i l e d .  * .
3 . I  can p ro b a b ly  manage w ith ou t ITHURIEL u n le ss  we are un lucky 
but she would be a v a lu a b le  r e se rv e  i f  she can be spared .
4 . In tend  to  re o rg a n iz e  Ms Ls and Ps as 3rd F l o t i l l a ,  T r ib a ls  
and Qs as 6th . Has C. in  C. H.F. any o b je c t io n *  H.M. sh ips  
AVON VALE, CALPE, PUCKERIDGE, FJlRNDALE to  be 59th  D iv is io n .

(N .C .X .F . 2105Z/13 to  Admty. (R ) C. in  C. H.F. C. in  C. 
Portsm outh . C. in  C. The N ore. C. in  C. Plym outh.
C. in  C. W .A .)
142. In tend  t o  s a i l  SHEFFIELD/ JAMAICA;**AURORA f o r  U.K. 

p .m ./1 4 th  u n le ss  o th e r  d e s t in a t io n  ordered  by you .
(N .C .X .F . 2107Z /13 to  Admty. (R ) C. in  C. H.F. )*

* />/H i *  > ( Ay* J*
F la g  o f  P e rso n a l. I s  i t  your in te n t io n  th a t 10th  C .S .
C .S .1 0 . shou ld  t r a n s fe r  h is  F la g  to  a C ru is e r  rem aining

on t h is  S ta t io n ?  Request im m ediate r e p ly  as 
SHEFFIELD ? s a i l s  14th .
(N .C .X .F . 2111Z /13  to  Admty. C. in  C. H .F. 10 C .S.

F orce  H. Move your fo r c e  to  w estw ard. Some sh ip s  req u ired  
to  rea ch  G ib. about 1 8 0 0 /1 4 . S ig n a l fo l lo w in g .  
(N .C .X .F . 2130Z/13 to  S.O . F orce  H. (R ) R .A .A . H.F. 
Capt. ,S .8 . F .O .C .N .A . )

A ir
A c t i v i t i e s .

TCAO 11. Intend A /S a i r  e s c o r t  14th a l l  dawn to  
dusk. M .K .S .I ., M.K.F. IX ., K.X. 6. , MARNÊ  convoy
"H ankey". 1 C each . A/S a i r  sea rch es  4 H A .M .,
8 H P.M. W.K. and W.A, 5 H A.M. area  W.A, 4 H 

A.M. and P.M. L B  A /S p a t r o l  Q. A/S a i r  p a t r o l  o f f  Cape Caxine 1 
S w ord fish  dawn to  dusk.
(N .C .X .F . 2131Z /13 to  A l l  B r i t i s h  sh ip s  and a u t h o r i t ie s  concern ed  
in  O p eration  ''T o rch ’' , V .A . M alta (e x c lu d in g  sh ip s  r e f i t t i n g  in  
U .K .))

BRAMHAM
BICESTER

Acknow ledge. Leave B ougie t o  a r r iv e  Bone 1600Z 
tomorrow S aturday, and convoy French  ( ? s h ip s )  
COLOMBIE MARRAKECH and GALLIUM to  A lg ie r s .
F in a l ly  ( r e t u r n in g )?  w ith  the Commandant La M arine. 
GALLIUM may be l e f t  behind i f  speed o f  convoy w i l l  
be s e r io u s ly  reduced by her in c lu s io n .
( S .O .I .S .  2154A/13 to  BRAMHAM. BICESTER. (R )
L ie u t . B o u g ie .)  ,/ A t t i t u d e . . .
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Operation “Torch1* - Contd.
139 Personal for First Sea Lord.
(A) Have just returned from Algiers where I 
went this morning with Eisenhower to take part 
in negotiations. The broad outcome is that 
Darlan, Nogues, Juin^ and of course Giraud have come 
to an accord and agreed to play with us.

You will get full details in C. in C. A.F's signal to G.C.S.
(B) Darlan was almost embarrassingly cordial to me, shook me 
warmly by the hand and said "Thank you for Admiral Godfroy".
(C) In the course of conversation with him he assured me that 
De La Borde would not let the Toulon Fleet fall into German 
hands though he might not obey Darlan’s orders to quit Toulon.
I induced him to send a message to De La Borde telling him the 
Italian Fleet were on their way north and assuring him of our 
Fleet's support if he came out in consequence. Darlan also told 
me that he had communicated by telephone with Esteva at Tunis 
last night. Esteva assured him he was in with them but he had a 
tutor beside him presumably a German. Darlan said he thought 
Godfroy would come in with him but that his ships would require 
much time before they were fit for anything. I am not so sure 
about Godfroy's attitude.
(D) The arrangement in para (A) is most satisfactory and has 
been brought about by most excellent work on the part of the 
American Eagle and I am glad to say Dick has been of the utmost 
assistance to him.
(E) I propose going to Oran for a day and then Algiers for a 
day leaving Gibraltar in a Cruiser night of 15th Nov. Algiers 
Port appeared to be going well but I am not happy about Oran and 
I know Casablanca is in a state of chaotic inefficiency.
(F) I am aiming to establish an advanced Light Squadron at Bone 
as soon as possible to prey on Bizerta and Tunis traffic but I 
have to wait till the air is established.
(G^ The Langhouat prisoners reach Algiers today or tomorrow.
(h ) I have repeated para B and C to C. in C. Med.

(N.C.X.F. 2157Z/13 to Admty. 2159Z/13 to C. in C. Med.) 
Most Secret. My 2157/13 to 1st Sea Lord I would be glad if 

you could indicate any line I should take with Darlan so that he 
can work on Godfroy.

(N.C.X.F. 2236Z/13 to C. in C. Med.)

Damage to My 2245/11 additional damage.
ROBERTS. Port bulges abreast engine and boiler room flooded.
V ya.iTig Number 3 and 4 dynamo out of action, running on 

( diesels. Middle section of fire main out of 
action. (Feed water) contaminated. Fresh water system out of 
action. Oil fuel filling system 50$ shattered. Ship not yet 
steamable. Local resources being used.
(ROBERTS 2215/13 to S.O.I.S. (R) Admty. N.C.X.F. F.O.C.N.A.
N.O.I.C. Bougie.)

War Diary.

Attitude
of
French 
in Africa.

Air R/C 143. My 1633/9 not to Admty and HE/4943 of 12th
required. Nov. apparently from Malta received by Allied

C. in C.
(1) Priorities for PRU NREU RE now Naples, 

Palermo, Messina.
(2) I have requested Eastern Air Command to take over PRU of 
Tunis, Bizerta and Cagliari from 15th Nov. Will confirm if they 
can do so.

/(3) Day.
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Operation "Torch11 - Contd.
Air R/C (3) Day R/C between Sicily and Sardinia only
required. required from Malta if Italian Fleet are on the
Contd. move.

(4) As long as small naval forces and supply 
ships are operating in the Y one area it is most 

important to maintain night A.S.V. patrol between Cavolio and 
Marittimo. It may be possible soon for Eastern Air Command to 
base and refuel the aircraft from Malta now doing this patrol. 
V.A. Malta pass to A.O.C. Med.
(N.C.X.F. 2220Z/13 to V.A. Malta.)

U.G.F.2. Your 1003/13 British ship BLEAN and*LOUISBBRG
ordered R/V with convoy U.G.F.2 at 1600/12 to 
take over escort of SEAKALE and (?BUCCANEER). 

Presume this escort did not (?arrive). Request you appoint R/V 
for tomorrow 14th for BLEAN and*PRESCOTT to join Gibraltar 
section of U.G.F.2. tiOUISB0RG returning to Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 2222Z/13, 0701Z/14 to C.T.F. 38. (r ) N.C.W.N.T.F. 
(Group mutilated) BLEAN. PRESCOTT.) *• 1 . k

X ft, ^  tj.

Tugs.

BLACKFISH.

U.S.
S/Ms.

400 Pass to Commodore K.X.6. Tugs EMPIRE GNOME 
and EMPIRE MINOTAUR are required for service at 
Gibraltar and should remain with convoy. 
(N.C.X.F. 2300Z/13 to LANCASTER.)

Total
bombing restriction orderedfbr 20 miles of track.
(R.A.W.A. 2331Z/13 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. F.O.S.
C.T.F. 34. BLACKFISH.) ? > . .' ‘- h o  ft.

C S S 50 T.0.0. 1219. You are to report to 
Admty. repeated N.C.X.F. yourP.C. and S of A on 
crossing 036° N.
(N.C.X.F. 2352Z/13 to BARB. HERRING. GUNNEL.
SHAD (R) Admty. F.O.S.)

Convoy. Following is a repetition of my 2155Z/12
l ft s'fcl . addressed N.O.I.C. (?Bougie) begins. (corrupt

group) (?slow) convoy to pass through 037° (191?)
N 002° 48' E at 1700/14 where ships from Algiers will join for 
onward passage through 037° 14* N 001° 11' E 036° 26' N 002° 01'W 
to Gibraltar. Fighter cover will be arranged from 1st light. 
Escorts ROTHER. SPEY. SAMPHIRE. PENTSTEMON - 2155Z/12 Ends. 
(F.O.I.S. 2355A/13 to SPEY (R) ROBERTS. Cdre. Algiers.)
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North Atlantic.
/A  - *”»• a -

Sailing telegram. (2) 1800Z/12/11 (3) Nil
(1+) 12* (5) D.36.20 N. , 09.20 W. E. 40.10 N.,
14.1+0 W. F. 43.10 N., 15.20 W., thence as 
ordered by Admty. (6) DASHER (S.O.) BITER, 

*ALBRIGHTON, CLEVELAND, ESKDALE, ACHATES, 
ESCAPADE, BOADICEA, VANSITTART. * -
Items 10 and 12. LEISTER, LLANGIBBY CASTLE, WINCHESTER CASTLE 
LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE, SOBIESKI, WARWICK CASTLE, Clyde. DUCHESS 
OF BEDFORD, TEGELBERG, Liverpool, DURBAN CASTLE, Clyde. 
DERBYSHIRE, OTRANTO, Liverpool.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0712Z/13 to Admty (r ) C. in C. W.A. )

Convoy 
M.K.F. 1.

u.

U/B Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M in
36° 55’ N., 0° 20* W. sighted on surface and 
observed to submerge.
(A/C using call sign TXCCZ 0801/13).

U/B attacked. Following has been read: am over enemy S/M
in 36° 16’ N., 2° 13’ W. was sighted on surface 
and seen to submerge.
(Aircraft using call sign UA1C No T.0.0./13 
Reed. 1346/13).Following has been read.• Have attacked enemy S/M with 

depth charges. When first sighted was on course 070° estimated 
speed 10 knots.

(A/C using call sign UA1C No T. 0.0./13th Reed. 1415/13).

Movements.

Spanish.
Shipping

BRIDGEWATER arrived Ponta Delgada 0900 G.M.T./13 
SNOWDROP escorting BARON ELGIN arrived 1000. 
(N.C.S.O. P. Delgada, 1012C/13 to S.O.(i) 
Gibraltar (R) Admty).
BRIDGEWATER left Ponta Delgada 1830 G.M.T./13 
SNOWDROP escorting BARON ELGIN left 1900. 
(N.C.S.O. P. Delgada, 1703/13 to S.O.(l) 
Gibraltar (R) Admty).
Under Secretary Spanish Mercantile Marine states
(a) Spanish ships still going to South France 
and Italy.
(b) Bombardments of Genoa make Spaniards fear 
that it may not be possible to maintain sailings 
to Genoa. These services mainly carried goods 
for Switzerland.
(N.A. Madrid, 1113/13 to D.N.I. (R) S.O.(l) 
Gibraltar).

U/B. Following has been read. Am over enemy S/li in
XTLZ 2245 (37° 22' N., longitude indecypherable) 
Was on the surface when first sighted on course 
320° and estimated speed of 10.
(A/C using call sign TXCC, 1135/13 to Gibraltar)

/ALASKA...
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North Atlantic. - Contd.
ALASKA ALASKA arrived safely under own steam,
arrived, Reported that SILVERWILLOW which was in tow of
SILVERWILLOW, ^JAUNTY sank a.m. on 12th. Am awaiting Lloyd’s 
sunk. survey report as to extend of damage.

Apparently majority of cargo undamaged. All 
C.Bs. dropped overboard weighted when torpedoing 
took place. No casualties on ALASKA.
Please inform Lloyds.
(N.C.S.O. Lisbon, 1154/13 to Admty (R) F. 0. C.NA)

PORTSDOWN, YESfrOR, SPHENE, and VIVIANA 
arrived 1000 G.M.T. First three now bunkered. 
F.O.C.N.A. is reguested to supply immediately 
onward routeing instructions which not yet 
received.
(V. C. Horta, 1200/13 to Admty (r ) F.O.C.N.A., 
N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada).

Have attacked enemy submarine with depth charges 
and estimate no hits in 37*53 N., 00.35 W.
(A/C using call sign 'WD3D 1205/13 to Gibraltar).

P.R.U. , Toulon 0900Z, no result. 10/10th 
cloud. Commodore Algiers pass to C. in C. 
(N.C.X.F. , 1215Z/13 to S.O. Force H, N.C.C.N.T.F 
Commodore Algiers, F.0. Inshore Sqdn. V.A.
Malta, Admty).

Movements

U/B attacked.

Toulon
R/C.

TRIBUNE
L w * -

To keep clear of own surface force TRIBUNE 
after passing position 135° Cape Palos 10 miles 
is to proceed to keep within 10 miles Spanish 
coast through 135° Cape Cadiz 10 miles at 
0300Z/15th thence direct area B off Toulon 
to arrive 0800Z/17th.
(Capt. S.8., 1218Z/13 to 8 S.F.)

WELSHMAN Arrived.
(V.A.C.N.A. , 1232A/13 to Admty. N.C.W.T.F. )

AURORA.

U/B

Arrived.
(V.A.C.N.A., 1233A/13 to Admty. N.C.C.N.T.F.)

Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M in 
35.36 N., 1.50 W., sighted on surface and obse 
to submerge; when first sighted was on course 
36O0 estimated speed 10 knots.
(Aircraft using call sign UA1U 1235Z/13)- 
Following has been read, position of enemy 
is 36° 18’ N., 2° 18’ W.
(Aircraft Using call sign UAl 1350/13).

/U/B
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North Atlantic. - Corvtd.
U/B attacked. Am over enemy S/M in 37° 30’ N. , 1° 1+2' E. Have 

attacked with depth charges. Enemy S/M is still 
on surface. Enemy S/M previously reported was 
sighted on surface and observed to submerge. 
(Aircraft using call sign TXCCS 11+15Z/13 to 
Gibraltar).

-^-TRIBUNE,
STURGEON,
CLYDE,
P.217,
P.51,P.222,
P. 228.

»

h i* -

S/M situation in Western Mediterranean at 
2000Z/13th.
(1) TRIBUNE 036° U8’ N., 001° 1+6’ W. diving by 
day 2 knots on surface by night 11 knots through 
(?135°) Cape Palos 10 thence 10 miles off 
Spanish Coast to 135 Cape Overtime 10.
(2) STURGEON 039° (736’) N., 001° 38’ E., diving 
by day 2 knots on surface by night 9 knots 
course 01+1°
(3) CLYDE 038° 59’ N., 00i+° 07* E. dive by day 

2 knots on surface by night ll£ knots through 038° 59* N.,
003° ? 05’ E., and 038° 32’ N., 001° 35’ E., thence 239°.

convoy M.K.S. (71(one)). 
off Toulon, 

to A.I.G. 262).

UU3 V 05 E. , ana uj 
(k) P. 217 with convoji 

_y(5) P.51, P.222, P.228,
' (N.C.X.F. , 1U20Z/13 t

Disposition. Situation 2002A/13th.
Spanish Training Ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO 
cruising in Area between Canary Islands and 
Point (7036°) 01’, 030° 02’.

(2) BRIDGEWATER left Ponta Delgada a.m./13 166° 12. ^h.b'6*
(3) KHYBER 23.58, 29.50 106° 10.
(U) PORTSDOWN, YESTOR, VIVIANA, SPHENE arrive Horta a.m./13th 
158 10. —  1 »■»« < > .(5) SNOWDROP, One Merchant Shi£ arriving ponta Delgada p.m./13t
SNOWDROP fuel and they proceed in company through 38.18, 25.01 
thence 026° 8^. LxxJb • \ f+J-h - a . ±“6 ©
(6) Swedish relief ships’CAMELIA, FORMOSA, EROS 36.01, 25.57
906 12.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1U27Z/13 to A.I.G.6U).

v p.51 Destroyer patrolling in my area since arrival,
attacked. Depth charges dropped very close today, not

seriously damaged am withdrawing for 21+ hours 
to vicinity 0U2° 1+0’, 005° 50’ Weather report. 
(P.51, 150UZ/13 to Capt. (S) 8 (R) N.C.X.F.)

U/B Following read. Am over enemy S/M in 36° 5 ’ N.,
9° 1+5’ W. sighted on surface and observed to 
submerge. When first sighted was on course C60° 
and speed 9.
(A/C using call sign TR1D, 1530/13).

/JAMAICA...
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JAMAICA
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North Atlantic. - Contd.

Enter northern entrance and berth bow north 
In 2 berths. Tugs will assist. Berth A 6j 
(?cables) on (corrupt group)buoy position 
marked by cross showing unreliable flashing whit 
light.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 15U1Z/13 to JAMAICA).

U/B Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M
in 35° 391 N., 1° U8* W. sighted on surface 
and observed to submerge. When first sighted 
was on course 360° speed 10.
(A/C using call sign UA1U 1605Z/13).

Air Report. Opsum for 2U hours ended 1800 13/Nov.
U-boat attacks and sightings. Hudson D/608 1205 
hrs. LBTQ 0025 CO 060/10 kts. attacked. Hudson 
C/233 1350 hrs. LBRN 16U7 CO 070/10 TS 

attacked two hits. Hudson D/500 1630 hrs. LBTQ 0515 CO 060/9 
kts. attacked. Swordfish from Algiers C/812 at 1235 hrs.
XTLE 22U5 CO 320/10 kts. not attacked. Hudson U/233 1335 hrs. 
NHJB 3620 (3610) CO 360/10 kts. not attacked. Hudson U/233 
1U05 (1705) hrs. NHJB 3912 CO 360/10 kts. not attacked.
(2) No enemy activity over Rock.
(R.A.F. , Gibraltar, 22U9Z/13).

U/Bs
TIGRIS. 9 U-boats within 150 miles of 035° 35’ 015°

15’ W., 6 in area Cape St. Vincent-Casablanca. 
Cape Spartel.
(Capt. S.8., 2256Z/13 to TIGRIS).

South Atlantic.

WEST POINT 
i - . • 5 kb

This is U.S. Naval Attache. Rio de Janeiro 
2013/12th passed to you for information (begins) 
’WEST POINT sailed 1930Z/12 for Bombay. Knots 
21 E.T.A. L, 29. U5 S., 3U.15 W. , 0200Z/lUth.
Part 2 follows. (Ends).
(Opnav, 0110/13 to Admty C. in C. S.A., C. in C. 
E.F. N.S.H.Q.) W.R. Note. Message already circu
lated as part of 12U3/13 from Comnaveu.

DRAGON Sailed 0730Z/13 Nov. E.T.A. Lagos 0900Z/1U Nov.
(N.C.S.O. Duala, 0915/13 to Admty, R.N.0.Lagos).

/CARTHAGE...
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
Your 0917Z/11 Nov. You are attached to Eastern 
Fleet as from 9th Nov. 19U2, the date of 
leaving Durban.
(C. in G. E.F., 0918Z/13 to CARTHAGE).

Your 1117/12. 1730/5 from Lourenco Marques 
not received. Shipping movements normal since 
8th Nov.
(C. in C. S.A., 0951C/13 to Admty).

Duty completed by (?order of) C.T.F. No. 3U« 
Depart station at 0001Z/li+th. Proceed through 
position 17.00 N., 20.00 W. thence position 
U3.00 N., 20.00 W., thence as ordered by Admty. 
S. of A. assumed 11^ knots. R.A.W.A. is 
requested to impose bombing restriction 
accordingly. Acknowledge to N. C. X. F. (R) Admty. 
Comnaveu pass to Base 2.
(C.S.S. 50, 1221Z/13 to BLACKFISH (r ) Comnaveu, 
C.T.F. 3U, N.C.X.F. , Admty. F.O.S., R.A.W.A.) 

Signal 1221Z/13 th BLACKFISH acknowledged. Total 
bombing restriction ordered for 20 miles each side of track. 
N.C.X.F. pass to (group omitted of above signal).

(R.A.W.Af. 2331Z/13 to N.C.X.F. , (R) Admty. F.O.S. , C.T.F. 
3U BLACKFISH).

U.S.A. S/M BLACKFISH leaves Dakar area 0001/1U passing 
through 017° N., 020° W. 0U3° N., 020° W. S. of A. 11$ knots. 

(R.A.W.A.» 23U7Z/13 to BISCAYNE).

Dakar Air My I801/31st to Admty. (R) F.O.C.N.A., (N.T. in
Patrol. W.D.)

(1) Patrol can no longer be maintained at 
present strength. Intend new patrol scheme 
as follows

P.R.U. once daily late a.m.
R/C. By day. 2 cross over patrols by Hudsons between 015°
18' N. 018° 28' W., 01U° 59' N. 018° 22* W., 015° U2* N. 017°
10’ W., 015° 23' N. 017° 03’ W.
One cross over patrol by Sunderlands between 01U° 56' N. 018°
32’ W., 013° 1U* N. 018° 22’ W., 018° 20’ N. 018° 02’ W., 01U°
50’ N. 018° 52* W.
By night, Perimeter patrol UO miles from Dakar by Sunderland. 
All patrols to work on A.S.V.
(2) In view of occupation of Vichy France return of Dakar 
ships to France seems unlikely, and I should be grateful for 
information whether R/C patrol can be omitted shortly so as 
to allow normal (?) A/S patrol to continue in (? lieu). 
(R.A.W.A., 12U7Z/13 to N.C.X.F., (R) Admty., W.N.T.F. , Air 
H.Q. Gibraltar, 297 Wing.)
Your I80iz/31st Oct. (Hush - N.T. in W.D.) Request you will 
reduce present intensive air patrol north-west of Dakar to meet 
our own requirements.
2) Request you will continue to report daily P.R.U. of Dakar 

to N.C.X.F., N.C.W.N.T.F. and N.O.I.C. Casablanca until 
situation finally clarifies.
3) Please thank A.O.C. W.A. for R.A.F. assistance.
N.C.X.F., 1630Z/13 to R.A.W.A., (R) Admty., etc.)

/TRUANT ...

War Diary.

CARTHAGE 
(lent to 
S.A. Stn).

p Si/

Lourenco
Marques.

BLACKFISH
(Dakar
patrol).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. - Contd.

TRUANT. Intend sailing TRUANT at 1700Z/13th Nov. for
U.K.
(2) Route (b) 012° 00’ N. , 02L0 00’ W. , at 
0200Z/l6th Nov.

(c) 035° 00' N., 021° 00’ W., at 0800Z/21st Nov.
(d) 044° 20’ N., 015° 50’ W., at 1500Z/23rd Nov.
(e ) 047° 30’ N., 012° 40’ W. at l400Z/24th Nov.
(3) Request onward route from position (e) be signalled and 
that bombing restrictions be imposed.
(4) TRUANT shifting to North Atlantic W/T organization at 
2000Z/17th Nov. and to Home Station W/T organization at 0800Z/23 
Nov.
(5) S.Ps. held.
(R.A.W.A. , 1401Z/13 to Admty F. O.C.N.A. , C. in C. W.A. )♦ 

Departure 13th Nov. TRUANT, Q.Z.H. 920, L.52, S.383,
X .86 3 Y. 362.

(S.O.(l) Freetown, 1933Z/13 to Admty etc).See also 0926/14.

Technical My 1518/6. re hydrofins further invention by
Hook.
(C. in C. S.A., 1419C/13 to Admty).

K.14

PICT,
ST. WISTAN.

DAUNTLESS, 
KANARIS.

Intend to sail Netherland S/M K.14 for 
Philadelphia at 1700Z/13 Nov. (Route).* 
(R.A.W.A., 1435 Z/13 to B.A.D., S.B.N.O.W.A. ) 
Request bombing restrictions be imposed.
Arrivals 13th Nov.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos, 1501Z/13 to Admty (R) R.A.W.A.)

Sailed DAUNTLESS aid KANARIS escorting Convoy 
C.M.35 routed West of Madagascar in accordance 
with C. in C. E.F. 1628/9 (N.T. in W.R.).
S. of A. knots.
(2 ) Shift to group V at l4l5Z/19th.
(3J KANARIS being detached to fuel at Diego 
Suarez thence as ordered by C. in C. E.F. 
(N.O.I.C. Durban, 1511Z/13 to Admty. C. in C. 
E.F. etc).

ASTURIAS.

/ *i'-*..* /

My 0031Z/12. On 
(X) 006° 20’ N.,
November. Patrol between 

007° 27’ N., 025° 36’
004° 35' N. , 029° 00’ 

towards position (Y)*
(R.A.W.A., 1547Z/13 to ASTURIAS (R) C. 
S.A. , Adrnty. AMARANTHUS, BRIDGEWATER, 
Comsolantfor).

1NUV'

IS
arrival position 
026° 55’ W., at 1100Z/l4th 

positions.
W., and
W., Commencing Patrol 

in C.

/Dispositions...
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
Dispositions. X HYDRANGEA,* HOLCOMBE/2 Trawlers*2 M.Ls. with 

S.T. 42, 07.45, 14.01 127° 9h^ASTURIAS, 
AMARANTHUS about 05. 34 24.10 to 06.21 N.,
( ?26). 55 W. , to 07.27 N. , 25.36 W., 12£.

TURCOMAN escorting about 11.30 28.05 280° 8. P.552 00.05 S.,
08.35 107° 9 ( ? DRAGON) off (corrupt group) to Lagos 17. 
FANDANGO, KELT, 3 M.Ls. escorting FQRCADOS to Duala, 7?* 
(R.A.W.A. , 1609Z/13 to A.I.G 150). -* * ,, ,

Convoys, When escorts are available I am organizing
Trinidad - convoys between Trinidad and Rio de Oro and
Rio de return which are primarily for tankers. Until
Oro. we have more escorts will not have fixed

schedule will inform you sailing dates when 
determined. Can (?pick up) ships en route. 
Pass to C. in C. S.A. , Cominch, C. and R. 
pass to Admty.
(Comsolant, 1658/13 to R.A. W.A.F. (R) Cominch 
C. and R. Alusna (?Rio de Janeiro).)

BISCAYNE. Intend sailing U.S.S. BISCAYNE at 1800Z/13th
Nov. for Port Lyautey. Route.
A. 009° 00’ N., 015° 00’ W.
B. 010° 00’ N., 017° 00’ W. All positions N.& W.

C. 015° 00’, 020° 00’. D. 023° 00’ 018° 30*.
E. 030° 00’, 011° 30’. F. 033° 00’ 010° 00* thence Port
Lyautey. S. of A. 16 knots. E.T.A. Port Lyautey p.m./l8th Nov.
(2) Request instructions be passed to BISCAYNE before arrival 
off Port Lyautey.
(3) Wireless watch.
(R.A.W.A., 1703Z/13 to N. C.X. F. (R) Admty etc).

Norwegian Following for Norwegian Legation Cairo, Norwegian
Shipping, Consuls General, Consuls and Vice-Consuls in
scuttling. your areas (begins).

From Norwegian Ministry of Shipping London.
(1) ’When in the Atlantic Ocean south of Equator, 

in the Indian Ocean or in the Pacific, Norwegian Merchant ships 
attacked by surface raiders are to scuttle themselves rather 
than fall into enemy hands if it is highly probable that they 
are about to be boarded and capture is imminent, or if orders 
to abandon ship have been given.

/ ( 2) . « .
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South Atlantic... Ug~K~7y,
Norwegian
Shipping,
scuttling,
Contd.

(2) The question of scuttling must be left 
to the Captain's discretion after he has 
duly considered the chance of saving his crew
(3) It is particularly stressed that loaded
tankers must try to avoid their cargoes, in any 
circumstances, becoming available to the enemy. 
(4) Please hand one copy of above instructions

to each Norwegian Master calling at your port, informing him 
that the said instructions are Secret and must not fall into 
enemy hands. Kindly notify us names of Masters to whom 
instructions are given, using only date of message viz.
13th Nov. 1942 as reference. (Ends).
(D.T.D. , 1803A/13 to C. in C. S.A. , C. in C. Med., C. in C. 
E. F . , etc)•

(D.T.D. , 1911A/13 to R.A.W.A. (r ) C. in C. S.A.)

Visual R/C Dakar a.m./13th no change.
(R.A.W.A., 1923Z/13 to Admty. N.C.X.F. Com. 
W.N.T.D., Air H. Q. Gibraltar). 
p.m./13th. P.R. U. Dakar. No change in naval 
units. Merchant ships now 30.
(R.A.W.A. . 2245Z/13 to Admty. N.C.X.F., W.N.T.F. 
Air H.Qs.)

NORTHERN DUKE, COVENTRY CITY with T.21, 41. 
(S.O.(I) Freetown, 1935Z/13 to Admty etc).

U.S.A. S/M BLACKFISH leaves Dafcar 0001/l4th 
massing through 017° North 020° W . , 043° N. 020° 
. S. of A. ll-g- knots.
R.A.W.A., 2347Z/13 to BISCAYNE, (R) Admty. 

w.T.F.34» N.C.X.F. BLACKFISH).

Movements Departure 13th Nov. HYDRANGEA, HOLCOMBE,
COPINSAY, ORFj^Y, M.LS 2 6 5 , 209; with §7^ 42 
(S.O.(i) Freetown, 1903Z/13 to Admty etc)

O.N. 145 Routes for West African Ships

Movements Arrivals 13th Nov. ST. ZENO, NORTHERN DAWN
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From: G.O.C. in  C.

MESSAGE

Vest A fr ic a

1925ZA/!3th November, m
bate: 
Reed:

14 Nov,42, 
0500;

CYPHER

Addressed: Tbs War O ffic e

BKMjI ATE, 

083103. 1/52213 cipher 13 Nov.. Secret.

F ir s t .  Presume you have been fo llow in g  Resmin 
telegrams to  Foreign O ffic e  summarising s itu a tion  m  - 
Vichy West A fr ic a , 44 10th Nov. 47 48 49.a l l  o f  .
12 Nov. 53 and 54 13th Nov, .a lso  tha t Foreign  On ice w i l l  
keep vou informed since i t  is  not possib le  to separate 
m ilita ry  fa c to rs  from p o l i t ic a l  ones.

Second., Vichy French M ilita ry  a ttitu de  remains 
apprehensive o f  attack by us. Vicny m ilita ry  readiness 
maintained but measures taken appear purely defensive.
No r e l ia b le  in d ica tion  any widespread m iL itary d es ire  to 
jo in  a l l ie d  nations. Attempted lia is o n  ry fig h t in g  French 
mission showed that French Commander Togo land was nou 
merely an ti B r it ish  but that he welcomes idea o f German 
A ir  Forces operating xrom Tunisia against a l l ie d  icrcoS 
in  North mmeilca.

on

2. wo undertake de lib era te  m ilita ry  operations 
which would have to  continue untij. resistance ceased 
in  French West A fr ic a , Unless d irected  to  contrary 
by vou I  sh a ll o f  course.assume that a lu r m t w o  
one"repeat one w i l l  continue to  oe your p o lic y ,
I  would however appreciate ea r ly  in iorm ation 
regarding future fcM.G. p o lic y  towards Vicny 
Colonies i f  they continue adherence to  a Franco 
which is  occupied by the Germans, At present i  
have no inform ation o f our general p o lic y  towur^s 
Vichy West A fr ic a .

rate: 
as t

West/
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Wost Africa. I strongly support his request that this question may he set'bLcd ao once#
1025ZA/13.

93 TORCH ( M(2> )P.AoS»(S)Secretary,

Rood, from War Office 0020/15.
vinr offl co circulation:
M. 1.3.a.(for action)S. of S.
0.I.G.p-nV.O.I.G.S.D.M.O. _
d.d.m.o. (c)
Tjm Plans
;?}.?> :r;. ,  . .)• J )e .•"le .1 3. ( J- )
ILQ*,, -r o; *£* _ T J~r
Ivj o -i .  «-> s> v  a  *  x  f .
r \  T ' iT  T Acmir'; xyA*/"-*t£ .AV T ■ ■ ̂-v.-vn + TT nO » 01 *. • . ; o.. .. >‘.Ua 1 - A v.-v» *
A.15.C.S. ?Aar Uuastor) ... Foreign Office (kr.GaX q/.xi ••
Brig. Jacob (War Cabinst/Oif ice
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

WORCESTER
SHIRE.

Mediterranean.
Departure 0314Z/13.
(Cdre. Aden, 0615Z/13 to Admty., etc.)

Bardia. Add to para. 1 my 1934/12th. Bardia reported 
cleared of enemy 1515/12th and water believed 
to be in good condition.
(C. in C. Med., 0901B/13 to Admty., etc.)

Movements. Arrival 11th Nov. CROMARTY, BOSTON, HARROW.
x Arrivals 12th Nov. SOUTHERN MAID, CUMBRAE,

• T.L.C.153, CROOME, ALDENHAM, DULVERTON, HURWORTH,
BELVOIR, BEAUFORT,*POTENKLLA, ERICA, GLOXINIA,* KALANE. 
Departures 12th Nov. BRIGAND, C,307, JEDDAH, VALKYRIEN, CUMBRAE, 
EROTEA, M.L.1122, CALM, HAILSTORM, SNAPDRAGON, G.D. IERAX,
G.S. SAKTOURIS, JERVIS, DULVERTON, ALDENHAM, CROOME, BEAUFORT. 
(S.O.(l) Alexandria, 0939B/13.)

^ A v  w . t / / « . « / / t ,  ̂ w  £T/t

Enemy
Shipping,
TRITON.

There are indications that shipping to Rhodes 
pass south of the island.
(Capt. S.l, 1010B/13 to Greek S/M TRITON.)

T obruk 
captured.

Special Sitrep. Tobruk reported in our hands 
0930 hours 13th Nov. All informed.
(C. in C. M.E., 1012 G.M.T. to W.O.)

Naples
R/C.

Visual Naples 083QA/13th, 3 battleships, 4 
cruisers, 8 destroyers.
(V.A. Malta, 1020A/13 to N.C.X.F., (R) Admty.,
S. O. Force H, F.O.C.N.A., N.C.E.N.T.F., N.C.C.N.
T. F., C. in C. Med.)

Cositrep 592. 
part Two.
Air.

1. 12th Nov. Westbound barges were also 
attacked between Tobruk and Gazala, one being 
blown up and another sunk.
2. No enemy air activity reported.
(C. in C. M.E,, 1140 G.M.T./13.)

Italian Visuals.
dispositions (1) Naples. 3 LITTORIOS 4 cruisers (2 under 
a.ra./13th. repair) 4 destroyers.

(2) Pozzolo. 4 destroyers.
(3) Taranto. 3 CAVOURS, 10 destroyers (photo

graph p.ra. 12th).
'4) Messina. 5 cruisers, 4 destroyers.
5) Cagliari. Nil.
6) Tunis photograph. 2 E-Boats.
'?) Bizerta. 2 torpedo boats, 3 escort vessels, 2 S/Ms.
[V.A. Malta, 1302A/13 to N.C.X.F., (R) C. in C. Med., etc.)

/P.37 ..
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Mediterranean - Contd.
All merchant shipping in the vicinity of Palermo 
is to he attacked.
(Capt. 3.10, 1515A/13 to P.37, (r ) S/M on 
Patrol.)

Arrived.
(V.A. Malta, 1601A/13.)

Only Marittimo - Cavola night patrol will be 
flown tonight Friday.
(V.A. Malta, 1728A/13 to N.C.X.F., (r ) S.O. 
Force H, C.E.N.T.F., F.O.C.N.A., C. in C. Med.)

13th Nov. Port Said arrival JERVIS, DULVERTON, 
CROOME, BEAUFORT, ALDENHAM, G.S. SAKTOURIS, 
PROTEA, CUMBRAE. Departure DELPHINIUM, M.L.
No.359, PROTEA, CUMBRAE, R.F.A. PETRELLA. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 1803B/13 to Adraty., C. in C. 
Med. )

Afternoon visuals - (i) Naples - no change.
(ii) Messina and Taranto - cloudy.
(V.A. Malta, 1806A/13 to N.C.X.F., (R) C. in C. 
Med., etc.)

20th Division with maximum extra fuel is to sail 
from Solium at 0700 Nov. 15th for Ras-al-Hilil. 
First sub. division is to complete with fuel 
and is to proceed to attack shipping leaving 

Benghazi arriving Solium soon after 2000 as possible and leaving 
for Ras-8l-Hilil at 0400 Nov. 16th, where it is to remain.
2nd sub. division after dumping fuel at Ras-al-Hilil is to return 
to Solium arriving 0700 Nov. 16th. If Ras-al-Hilil is still 
occupied by enemy the division is to return to Solium. 1 boat 
in each sub. division is to keep W/T watch on 2980 k/cs.
N.O.I.C. Solium pass to V.10.
(C.C.F. , 1830B/13 to V.10, (R) A. 1.0.72, C.S.15, H.Q. R.A.F.
M.E., M.T.B. Advance Base.)

Destroyers & C. in G. Med.'s 1547c/9th Oct. and 1403C/23rd 
Corvettes Oct. (neither to F.O.C.N.A.)
for Greeks. Propose that two "Hunt1' class destroyers and two 

or possibly three corvettes manned by R.N. shall 
be paid off and transferred to Greeks.

Subject to remarks of F.O.C.N.A. propose that corvettes shall 
be based on Gibraltar.
Request C. in C. Med. will say whether the two Greek manned 
"Hunts” can be accepted in Eastern Mediterranean. If not, 
propose they should be based on Gibraltar.
This is not intended to alter total number of corvettes or 
destroyers allocated to either Command.
(Head of M. 1951A/13 to C. in C. Med., F.O.C.N.A.)

/Operation ...

War Diary.

P. 37.

UNA, P.44.

Air Patrol.

Movements.

R/C, Italian 
Ports.

Coastal
Forces.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Operation Insert appendix 2.
"Stoneage". AA 031° 34’ N. 027° 21’ E.

PB 032° 43’ N. 023° 30’ E.
CC 033° 55’ N. 021° 56’ E.

DD 033° 55’ N. 019° 20’ E.
EE. 035° 20' N. 014° 05' E.
2. Para. 14. M.W.13 is to pass seaward end Port Said searched
channel at 1900D day seaward end Alex, searched channel at 
0900D plus one thence through AA, BB, CC at 1900D plus 2 DD 
and E.
3. Para.18, cancel and substitute "Best possible speed should 
be maintained after dark D plus 2".
(C. in C. Med., 2051B/13 to all concerned Operation "Stoneage".

Malta Air 1.107, 13th Nov. 1942. C.S.R.
Report. Night 12tt/13th Nov. No enemy air activity.

Day 13th.
0744 and 1028 hours, total of 15 Spitfires up 

for several raids which turned back before reaching Malta.
16 Spitfire sorties were made on armed R/G patrols between 
Malta, Lampedusa and Tunisia to intercept Axis transport 
aircraft proceeding from Tripoli to Tunisia. Owing possibly 
to cloud no enemy aircraft were intercepted and no shipping 
sighted.
(A.H.Q. Malta, 2057/13.)

Part 2 my 1.107.
Harbours. Bizerta no change since 11th. Cagliari since 10th
2 medium M/Vs, 1 liner 2000 tons departed 1 medium M/V arrived. 
Palermo since 10th 3 D/Rs departed 1 F-Boat launched.
Castellamare di Stabia since 3rd, 1 I t / V  1/2000 tons arrived. 
Naples since 11th, 4 d/Rs , 1 M /V  7500 tons, 1 liner 5400 
departed 3 D/Rs, 1 M/V 5/6000 tons, 1 M/V 7500 tons, 1 Hfl/V 
6/7000 tons, 1 liner 2500 tons arrived.
Trapani since 10th 8 Italian E-Boats left.
Marsala no shipping present.

(A.H.Q. Malta, 2111/13.)
Shipping at sea (details of sights).

Night 12th/13th Nov. 4 Beauforts laid 4 - 1500 lb. mines off 
entrance to La Goulette Harbour. 1 flare carrying and 2 torpedo 
carrying Wellington 8s despatched to locate and attack 3 battle
ships and 11 D/Rs sighted 1445 hours see my 1.104. Torpedo 
carrying Wellingtons found 2030 hours 230° Cape Palinuro 36 miles
3 battleships. 7 D/Rs course 340° speed 15 knots but owing to 
serious (?W/T) jamming they were unable to make request for 
flares and no attack could be made. Another Wellington 8 
despatched to illuminate battle fleet for S/M attack found at 
2113 hours 179° Capri 30 miles 3 battleships, 8 d/Rs course 010° 
and dropped 17 flares between 2130 and 2239 hours. 2 
Wellington 8s on shipping R/C patrolled from Sicily to South 
Sardinia and over Straits of Messina but sighted nothing.
Day 13th. Visual R/C 0640 hours of 3 battleships, 4 cruisers 
and 4 D/Rs in Naples. 8 Beaufighters on fighter sweep inter
cepted 1500 hours 60 enemy transport and fighter aircraft flying 
north-east towards Marittimo and destroyed 5 Ju.52s, 1 Sm.81,
1 flying boat, also probably destroyed 1 Sm81 and 5 Ju.52.
1 Beaufighter is missing.

(A.H.Q. Malta, 2206/13.)

/P.45 ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS

M editerranean . -  Contd.

"  Enemy 1 m erchant s h ip , 1 unknown s h ip , 2 d e s tro y e rs  in

d is ta n ce  o f  the sh o re . M alta end can  be con n ected  and 
op era ted  by e x is t in g  s t a f f .  The la t t e r  would have to  be 
augmented l a t e r .  Instrum ents f o r  T r i p o l i  end co u ld  i f  necessary  
be sen t from  M alta , as c o u ld  C and W E ngingeer to  in s t a l .
P ropose q u e s t io n  o f  r e p a ir s  t o ,  and tak in g  upon in t e r - s e r v i c e  
b a s is  o f ,  t h is  c a b le  be r a is e d  as soon  as c o n v e n ie n t .
P ara . 2 . A l l  c a b le s  to  westward are cu t in  p o s i t io n s  w ith in  
f i f t y  m iles  o f  P a n t e l la r ia .  Suggest th at use m ight be made 
o f  G ib ra lta r  -  M alta c a b le s  th at run p a rt Bona or  B iz e r ta , and 
have n ot been cu t  fu r th e r  t o  the w estw ard, by b r in g in g  them 
ashore at one o f  th ese  p la c e s  u n t i l  th ey  are r e q u ire d  to  be 
put through t o  M alta. C able company here have asked G ib ra lta r  
f o r  d e t a i l s  o f  how fa r  c a b le s  t e s t  c o r r e c t ly  eastw ards.

037° 30* 010° 25*. Course 60" 10 k n o ts , a l l  
to rp e d o e s  expended, am w ithdraw ing to  seaward 
(P .4 5 , 2102A /13 to  C apt. (s) 10 , ( r ) C. in  C. 
Med. )

C ables Admty. pass to  N .C .X .F . and F .O .C .N .A . by L /T . 
T e leg ra p h  c a b le s .  M alta -  T r i p o l i  c a b le  ju s t  
t e s t e d  and appears c o r r e c t  to  w ith in  a sh ort

(V .A . M alta, 2133A/13 to  C. in  C. M ed., ( r ) N .C .X .F ., F .O .C .N .A .

O rders Move at 0300A /14th  to  p a t r o l  v ie in
to  S/M s. p o s i t io n s  r e fe r e n c e  C a n n o ck  l i g h t

A c .  ^  - n  O / 1 1 7  n r \ r > °  - n  a

Move at 0300A /14th  to  p a t r o l  v i c i n i t y  fo l lo w in g  
p o s i t io n s  r e fe r e n c e  C a n n o ck  l i g h t .  P .221 303° 
15 m ile s ,  P .247  000° 18 m ile s , P .45  013" 9 m iles  
(C a p t. S .1 0 , 2325A/13 to  P .2 4 7 , P .2 2 1 , P .4 5 , ( r ) 
Submarines on P a t r o l . )

Enemy
U n its .

P .C . and S. o f  1 merchant v e s s e l ,  2 d e s tro y e rs  
37 .48  N. 10 .57  E. 220° 10 a t 2340.
(A/C C/S 8TBZ, 2352A/13 to  A.H .Q. M a lta .)
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New
Fighter
Squadron.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Intend to form a new Fighter Squadron in Indian 
Ocean of Hurricanes Y II B with I E of 9 aircraft. 
It will be (corrupt group) (?in) East Africa and 
transferred subsequently to (?Ceylon) for 
embarkation for special operations as required.

Request full maintenance crews be sent to Kilindini as soon as 
possible and squadron number allocated. Sufficient pilots will 
be available from fighter pool. Intend Lieut. N. Bailey to 
command.
(C. in C. S.F. 0327Z/13 to Admty.)

ALBATROSS Left 13th ALBATROSS with 9 Officers and 61 ratings 
Fleet Air Arm. E.T.A. Tanga 0600Z/17th.
(N.O.I.C. Tamatave 0520Z/13 to Admty. C. in C. 
E.F. C. in C. S.A. S.O.I. Colombo. R.A.N.A.S. 
Indian Ocean. N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez. R.N.A.S. 
Tanga.)

Convoy
M.B.17.

Arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Bombay 0602Z/13 to Admty. etc.)

CARTHAGE
j> ' 3

Your 0917Z/11 you are attached to Eastern Fleet 
as from 9th Nov. 1942 the date of leaving Durban. 
(C. in C. E.F. 0918Z/13 to CARTHAGE.)

HILDA 
MOLLER 
missed 
by U/B.

Following has been read. Submarine Raider Signal 
from HILDA MOLLER 05.55 N 81.04 E torpedo missed. 
(Colombo W/T No. T.0.0./13th.)
Enemy 8/M reported 005° 55* N 081° 04' E at approx. 
0700/13.
(C. in C. E.F. 0828Z/13 to S & A E.I. Stn.)

Movements. Arrival 0537Z BIRMINGHAM, departure 0845Z 
GAMBIA.
(S.O^Ij) Bombay 1006Z/13 to Admty. etc.)

GLADYS
MOLLER
grounded,
lost.

GLADYS MOLLER which grounded during the night 
6/7 Nov. on Rock in 007° 55' N 081® 35’ E is now 
total (?structural) loss. Every possible effort 
by Fleet Salvage Officer with the limited slavage 
and towage facilities available was made but 
without success. No casualties.

(2) Cause of grounding not yet established but charges appear 
likely against 2nd Officer under Section 220 (A) of Merchant 
Shipping Act. Also against some of crew under 225 (B) for 
conduct during Salvage Operations.
(3) Full report will be forwarded.
(F.O. Ceylon 1046Z/15 to Admty. C. in C. E.F.)

/Air Report...
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East Indies - Contd.
Air INT.92 13 Nov. Daily Intelligence Summary 243
Report. for 13 Nov.

(D) Akyab second attack p.m. 10 Nov. No major 
shipping seen. Blenheims attacked small craft. 

Photo 12 Nov. show smaller of 2 M/Vs sunk. Enemy losses now 
estimated 3 destroyed, 1 probably destroyed, 6 damaged.
U.S.A. Air Force report. (A) 9 Nov. six B.24s bombed Rangoon. 
Hits main docks and warehouses.
Fires stated Rangoon and (Syriam or (R) Pyiam ?) heavy accurate 
A.A. 3 enemy fighters seen made 1 unsuccessful attack. Photos 
show departure 1 400 ft. M/V and two 200/250 M/Vs since 26 Oct. 
and arrivals 3 TTOO S300/400 ft M/Vs.
(A.H.Q. India 1221Z/13, 1332Z/13.)

Raider (1) BENGAL escorting Dutch Tanker ONDINA Fremantle
Situation to Diego Garcia reported being in action with 2
No.15. enemy vessels 0534/11 in approx. 020° S 093° E.

One enemy vessel believed sunk. BENGAL damaged.
ONDINA hit and may be sunk. Enemy vessels 

believed to be Japanese auxiliaries. By D/F at 1419/7 position 
of unknown German Unit 008° S 104° E. ** j e
No further information regarding raiders E H or J. (
(2) DRESDEN, TANNENFELS, and KULMERLAUD have arrived Biscay from 
Far East. KOTA NOPAN and ANNELIESE ESSBERGER outward bound last 
reported 046° N 011° W (?on) 7th.

(C. in C. E.F. 1243Z/13 to S & A E.I. Stn. F.L.O. Delhi.)

NAPIER My 1321/7 para 2. Intend to sail NAPIER and
HOTSPUR HOTSPUR from Kilindini (?A.M.) 15th Nov. to

arrive Durban 19th.
(C. in C. E.F. 1314Z/13 to V.A. (2) E.F. Cdre. 
(d ) E.F. N.O.I.C. Durban. C. in C. S.A. 
RESOLUTION. REVENGE. Admty.)

Shipping Cancel para (D) of C. in C. E.F's 0914Z/17 Oct.
Bay of 1942, 923C.
Bengal. (C. in C. E.F. 1322Z/13 to E.I. Stn. 9790.)

(circulated as 1914/17.)

Shipping
Diversions
reference
positions.

Your 0839Z/11 Nov. Concur in cancellation of 
your 1030/7 Nov. Section (2 corrupt groups)
923 C will also be cancelled.
(C. in C. E.F. 1328/13 to F.O. Ceylon. (R) Adraty. 
F.O.C.R.I.N. )

LAOMEDON A.M. 1439B/23/7 and F.O. Ceylon’s 1050Z/17/10 not
to C. in C. E.F. Request estimated completion 
date for permanent repairs to LAOMEDON may be 
reported.
(D.B.D. 1603A/13 to D.G.S.R. & S.C. Bombay.
(r ) C. in C. E.F. N.O.I.C. Calcutta.)

/ONDINA...
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ONDINA (1) Following received at 1418Z/13th in P/L from
BENGAL > Dutch Tanker ONDINA (Begins) Want immediate 

}*\+ ~ *t~ **> ** assistance. (Ends)
. (2) Ship was in company with BENGAL (C. in C.

E.Fis 0924/11 refers).
(3) ONDINA has been asked to report P.C.S. in merchant naval 
code but in view of P/L message it is thought this may have been 
dissociated (as received).
(F.O. Ceylon 1751Z/13 to KANIMBLA. (R) Cdre. Western Australia. 
A.C.N.B. C. in C. S.A. Admty. F.O.C.R.I.N. C. in C. E.F.)

P.552. Your 0749/31. P.552 should arrive East Indies
Station in about a month's time.
2. Recent experience of ocean passages of ex- 
American submarines has been generally unsatis
factory and, if possible, P.552 should avoid the 
double crossing of Indian Ocean.
(D.A/S.W.* 1955A/13 to C. in C. E.F.)
* Approved by A.C.N.S./FJ
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U/B.
America and West Indies.
Received at 0033 G.M.T 375 k/cs from Gallon 
Head Radio via Shergra Radio (begins) At 
0025 from unknown station, submarines 12.05 N. 
68.55 W. at 2100/12.
(Wick 0135/13 to R.A.F. Wick, Admiral Lyness, 
C/Guard Wick.)
(Port Patrick Radio, 0146/13 to Navy charge, 
Greenock.)

U/B
attacks.

Curacao W/T reports S/M attack at 1947/12 in 
12.09 N. 69.17 W. Also S/M attack in 12.05 N. 
68.55 W. time unspecified.
(Kingston, Jamaica 0135R/13 to Admty.)

ATTACKER. San Francisco departed 1400/12 ATTACKER for 
trials.
(N.S.H.Q. 0320Z/13 to Admty.)

U/B. Shorewatcher reports seeing S/M submerge in 
vicinity of Maquereau light, 048° 12’ N. 054° 
46' W. at 0200Z/I3th.
(C.O.A.C. 0505Z/13 to G.B.7 A.G.)

WATCHMAN. My P.C. and S. 52.22 N. 37.09 W. 250° 18 knots. 
Weather.
(WATCHMAN 0700Z/13 to Admty.)

U/B
Attack.

Received at 0618 G.M.T from Gallon Head Radio 
(begins) Heard at 0602. Auto alarm sig de 
P J C at 0630/6 C Q sub.attack 12.09 N. 69.16 W. 
1934 (unread) position 12.09 N. 69.16 W. G Q sub. 
attacked 12.05 N. 66 (unread) 5 W (unread) 1109 
G.M.T. (unread) position 12.05 N. 68 (unread) 5 W 
de P J C.
(Wick Radio 0725/13 to Adm. Lyness.)

U/B. Guantanamo W/T reports S/M sighted 0900 G.M.T/ 
13th in 012° 45’ N. 069° 40’ W.
(Kingston Jamaica 0857R/13 to Admty.)

LEGARE. Arrival 13th Nov. U.S. Warship LEGARE. 
(Harbour Master Barbados 1036/13 to Admty.)

^ HARTINGTON. Keep look out for boat load of survivors from 
HARTINGTON in vicinity of 050° 50' N. 044° 35’ W. 

^-WINCHELSEA searching.
(C. in C. W.A. 1037A/13 tdnURRICANE, WATCHMAN, 
ANCHUSA, DAHLIA.) „ , ,

/ST. LOMAN ...
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ST. LOMAN, 
U/B
attacked.

America and West Indies - contd.
H.M. Trawler ST. LOMAN reports apparently 
successful attack on S/M in 011° 06’ N. 056° 
55' W. at 1409Z/l2th Nov.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1952Q/13 to S.B.N.O.W.A. 
(R) Admty. etc.) N o / -

HOLMPARK. Connav*s 2026/12 (Serial 12) informs as follows: 
HOLMPARK "believed torpedoed and sunk 23rd Oct. 
13.11 N. 47.00 W.
(Comnaveu 1056/13 to Admty.)

R.N.A.S.
Dartmouth.

Request information as to prohahle future 
utilisation of Royal Naval Air Section Dartmouth 
H a 1 f* qx •
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 1134Q/13 to Admty.)

U.S.S. WEST 
POINT.

Sailed for Bombay 1930Z/12. Route. 
(Comnaveu 1243/13.)

TATNALL
P.G.590.

Kingston (Jamaica) arrivals U.S.S. TATNALL and 
P.C.590.
(S.O.(l) Kingston 1252R/13 to Admty. etc.)

B.Y.M.S. 2 
and 4.

My 1716/7 and 1531/9 H.M.R. Tugs FRISKY and 
TENACITY arrived St. Johns 1038Z/13 from search 
for B.Y.M.S.2 and 4. Latter arrived St. Johns 
1137/13 under own steam.
(F.O.N.F. 1339Z/13 to Admty.)

P.H.14. My 191l/12th F.H«14 late 24 due weather 
conditions.
(N.O.I.C. St. John, N.B. 1355Z/13.)

S/M estimate 
13th Nov.
& notice.

Cominch 1544/13, 1545/13, 1615/13, 1616/13, 
1617/13, Comnaveu 2146/13.

HURRICANE,
H.X.215
WINCHELSEA.

My 2231/llth. Intend to sail HURRICANE to 
overtake H.X.215 after effecting repairs.
Propose WINCHELSEA sail with H.X.215 subsequently 
transferring to 0.N.144 after HURRICANE joins. 
(F.O.N.F. 1548Z/13 to C. in C. W.A., Comtask 24, 
(R) N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, C.O.A.C. Halifax, C. in C. 
U.S. Fleet, C.T.F. 24.7, HURRICANE, WINCHELSEA.)

U/B. My 2237/12th. Amend positions to read 047° 38* N 
052° 52’ W. at 1830/l2th.
(C.O.A.C. Halifax 1659Z/13 to G.B.7 A.)

Arrivals ...
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America and West Indies - contd.
Arrivals. U.S.S. MOFFETT, U.S.S. WINSLOW, U.S.S. BELKNAP,

U.S.S. GREENE. ^Brazilian Sub. Chaser Number 
One escorting convoy B.R.N. Three.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1702^/13.) * d.S.#. {

/fiT . *- ■W'.S .
0.N&142. My 1739/l3th% Western local escort South T.U.

Number 24.18.3 NIAGARA (S.O) LINCOLN, RIMOUSKI, 
EDMUNSTON,* MUNSTON**MEHEATILLE sailed 0700Z/l6th 
to relieve you at H.O.M.P. at 1900Z/16th. 
(C.O.A.C. Halifax*1926Z/l3 to Cmdr. T.U. Kumber 
24.18.5 (R) Admty., Connav, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 
Comtask 24 C.C.N.F., C.E.S.F.)
* Cancelled, see 1744/14.

*  "? M A *  ifliit.'b. x *  ME U  'f t  u  U £  -

"Belay Your 1641/4. Request you will number delay
reports". reports consecutively repeating to B.A.D.

Washington and N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.
(D.T.D. 2010A/13 to S.B.N.O. Trinidad.)

It has become necessary to obtain prompt information of 
actual or anticipated delay to British controlled shipping pro
ceeding through or sailing from Panama Canal in either direction.
2. A "delay report" should be signalled whenever necessary 
under the headings (a) Name of ship and destination for loading 
or discharge, (b) Cause of delay, (c) Expected date of sailing 
(end convoy) (d) Any special measures taken, or remarks.
3. These reports are to be sent to Admiralty repeated B.A.D. 
Washington and N.S.H.Q. Ottawa. They are required as often as 
needed to ensure that information is prompt or phophetic, and 
should be numbered consecutively.

(D.T.D. 2017A/13 to B.R.L.O. Cristobal.)

Tanker
escort.

Washops
104.

Your 0955/11. Shell endeavouring arrange for 
six lake tankers to be in position for this 
convoy. 2. Request you render (tanker message) 
all possible assistance to ensure readiness of 
these tankers.
(D.T.D. 2018A/13 to B.R.L.O. Curacao.)

Aleutians. A medium size transport and 
destroyer were sighted at Holtz Bay Attu Island 
on Nov. 11th. Japanese strength at Kiska 
estimated to be 9800 including 300 Naval 
personnel on shore.
(J.S.M. Washington 2059Z/13 to Admty. etc.)

Sub.attack 
& Sighting 
Summary.

Para. A. B.18 Radar contact attacks sub. on sur
face 13.10 N. 69.35 W. 1007Z/13 course 330.
Para. B. Sub. sighted 12.45 N. 69.40 W. 0900Z/13. 
Para. C. Unidentified attacked 12.09 N. 69.16 W. 
2334Z/12. Unidentified tanker 1425Z/12.

2125/12 cancelled. P.C.557. Attacks sound contact 43.19 N. 
69.25 W. 2010Z/12. H.M.C.S. MEDICINE HAT attacks contact_
47.40 N. 52.55W. 2040Z/12. Shore watchers sight submerging 
sub. 48.12 N. 64.46 W. 0200Z/13.
Para. D. Panair Plane sights sub. surfacing 15.30 N. 76 W.
course 120 1500Z/12.'(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2117/13.)

/Ottawa ...
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Ottawa
conference.

America and West Indies - contd.
Personal for 1st S.L.
Your 0040/llth. I shall be glad to send Gapt. 
W.G. Creery, R.G.N. as my representative to 
proposed conference in London. Any date 
between 1st and 15th Dec. would be convenient.

( ii) It is hoped that the Ottawa conference will assist in 
clearing up a number of points and the question of 10 groups 
in mid-ocean escort force can be given preliminary discussions. 
(C.N.S. Ottawa 2153Z/13 to Admty.J

Your 0040A/11. Prefer to delay decision concerning 
future conferences until present scheduled conference in 
Ottawa completed and results reviewed. In view of proximity 
of majority of prespective conferees consider Washington most 
logical place for future conferences where matters of policy 
are to be reviewed.

(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1946/13.)

NIDARLAND. Trinidad reports P. NIDARLAND torpedoed and 
sunk 1200Z/9th in 011° 41' N. 060& 42' W. Master 
and 32 landed Tobago missing one.
(S.O.(I) Kingston 2301R/13.)
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Australia and New Zealand.
MAURETANIA. B.A.D. Washington 1859z/26th Oct. Australia

representative of Cunard White Star Go. advises 
as MAURETANIA will then have done 14,000 miles 

since last boiler cleaning 8 days will be required at Auckland 
for this purpose.
(A.C.N.B., 0039Z/13 to D. of S.T., B.A.D., N.Z.N.B.)
Reply: D.S.T. 2144/17.

Six Fortresses attacked shipping Buin Shortlands 
Area from 4 - 5000 feet early morning 12th 
direct hits scored on one 12000 ton and one 7000 
ton merchant vessel one near miss on another 
9000 ton merchant vessel believed damaged. 
Aircraft report approx. 48 vessels well dispersed 
in area including one heavy cruiser three other 

possible cruisers at least eleven other warships the majority 
destroyers, 22 merchant vessels eleven other unidentified 
vessels.
1. Loading or unloading activities appeared in progress with 
several merchant vessels.
2. One enemy submarine off Misiraa Island evening 12th.
4. Four Catalinas bombed runway Buin night 12th starting fires 
including one very large and probably destroying six enemy 
aircraft on the ground.
5. Three Beaufighters attacked enemy position Buna Kakenetta area 
morning 12th.
(G.H.Q. S.W. Pacific, 1211Z/13.)

G.K.Q. 
Digest 
Serial 
No.295 
Nov. 12th.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated dispositions. 
(D.D.I.C., 1425A/13, 1440A/13.)
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Home Commands.
At 0915 today M.Ls 139 and 293 on Air-Sea 
Rescue Patrol off Dungeness were attacked by 
5 F.W. A/C with cannon and M.G. fire, the 
steering gear of M.L.139 being damaged.

ST. ELSTAN arrived at Reykjavik today with 
26 survivors from SS WILLIAM CLARK (sunk 
4 Nov.)

Fifteen Fortresses and 9 Liberators attacked 
the submarine base at St. Nazaire today. Direct 
hits on the submarine pens and elsewhere are 
reported.

North Atlantic.
It is now reported that during the assault 
the Western Naval Task Force destroyed one 
cruiser and 4 destroyers.
The JEAN BART is ashore damaged, but turret 
serviceable.

L.S.I.(L) WARWICK CASTLE in convoy M.K.F.l was 
hit by 2 torpedoes at 0859A in 38° 44’ 13° O’ W. 
WINCHESTER CASTLE was reported torpedoed at 
0827 in 39° 12’ N. 13° 25’ W.(?) but the message 
was cancelled later.

2 damaged U-boats were reported on the surface 
in 36° 25' N. 0° 8' W. at 1231Z by an unknown 
H.M. ship. One of these may have been the 
U-boat attacked at 0255 today in 200° 25 miles 
from the above position.

SS ZAAN (petrol carrier) in convoy K.X.6 was 
torpedoed by U/B at 0730Z in about 39° 16’ N. 
14° 24’ V/. (about 230 miles W. by N . of Cape 
Roca)* The convoy has become scattered in 
north east gale.
* "The report was apparently incorrect. ZAAN 
arrived at Oran".

WELSHMAN sailed from Gibraltar at 1525Z for 
Malta via Algiers.
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Recent
sinkings.

Western
Meditn.

U/Bdestroyed.

SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic.
It is reported that SS ZAANDAM was sunk at 
1728 G.M.T/2 in 1° 17’ N. 36° 40' W. with heavy 
loss of life and that SS MALOJA was torpedoed 
and sunk at 1615 S.A.T./8 in 11° 25' N. 27 O’ W. 
The Portuguese sloop BARTOLOMEO DIAS reports that 
she has picked up a lifeboat from SS DAGOMBA 
torpedoed 3 Nov. in 2° 30’ N. 19° O' W.

B.D.V. PANORAMA, which left Freetown on 28 Oct. 
for Bathurst is overdue and must he considered 
lost. U-Boats were in the area at the time. 
R.A.W.Af. recommends that PANORAMA he regarded 
as formally paid off on 30 October.

Mediterranean.

off Oran.

76 heavy bombers from the U.K. attacked Genoa
last night.

daylight*

whilst east-bound ™ J * ! L ° L B?££3?°W9?

Enemy aircraft were 
Bougie today.

were persistent over Bone and

/Western
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SS SCILLIN 
sunk, 754 
British 
prisoners 
lost.

Guadalcanal.
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14.11.1942.
Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean - contd.

G. in C. Med. reports that Bardia and Tobruk 
were occupied by today.
The jetty at Bardia is completely demolished 
and there are no alongside berths for any type 
of craft, but 5 landing craft can be discharged 
on the unsheltered beach.

P.212 sank Italian SS SCILLIN northbound off 
Kerkenah No.l Buoy at 2000A today. Military 
officer survivors state that there were 780 
British prisoners of war on board: only 26
were saved.
P.212 is returning to Malta with 53 British 
prisoners of war and Italians.
She reported (15 Nov.) that British prisoners 
of war are being evacuated from Benghazi to 
Tripoli (Libya) in small coastal shipping.
Capt. (S) 10, however, stated (15 Nov) that the 
westward transit of British prisoners is reported 
to be completed, and also that they invariably 
travel in steam ships.

It is reported from Istanbul that the sinking of 
5 tankers for the enemy forces in Africa had a 
decisive effect on the campaign.

The German tanker OSSAG was torpedoed by a S/M 
off Karaburnu today but reached Istanbul.

East Indies.
SS EMPIRE DEFIANCE reported being missed by 
two torpedoes at 0821Z in 14.25 N. 81.1 E.

Australia and New Zealand.
Since 11 Nov. numerous Japanese Task Forces have 
been engaged by U.S. Naval and Air Units to c 
prevent attempted landings by groups of 10 to 12 
transports. The U.S. claim substantial successes. 
tjn n sndineis have been reported up to 0800 ooday.
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Policy.
Post Office. Post Office Telegraph Ships may in emergency 
Telegraph require to enter any convenient port for
Ships. fuelling, storing, etc. and should be provided
MONARCH, with all available facilities as necessary.
ALERT, ARIEL, 2. The particulars re these ships are as 
IRIS. follows

i. They are styled H.M. Telegraph Ships MONARCH, 
ALERT, ARIEL and IRIS.

ii. They are not registered under the Merchant Shipping Acts 
and have no Port of Registry.
iii. They wear a Blue Ensign with the Post Office Badge in 
the fly.
iv. Each ship carries a commission under the authority of 
the Postmaster and the Engineer-in-Chief of the Post Office. 
(A.C.N.S. (H.), 2038A/14.)

Defence of the U.K.
Lerwick Admty. 2320A/l7th August 1942.
H.A.A. guns. Further development of Lerwick as a Coastal

Forces Base in addition to existing importance 
as a Submarine Base is considered to warrant 

the allocation of remaining four H.A.A. guns to complete the 
approved scale.
2. Request consideration may be given to meet this requirement 
at an early date.
(D.L.D., 1925A/14 to Air Ministry.)

Movements.
A.F.D. 18. Dock is to be towed to Oban before proceeding 

Corpach. Report E.T.A.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 0958A/14 to MAZURKA.)

Your 0958a/ 14. E.T.A. Oban 2100A/14th.
(MAZURKA, 1105A/14 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)
C. in C. Portsmouth's 1835/7. Arrived A.F.D.18 on passage to 
Corpach escorted by MAZURKA, PAUL RYKENS.
(N.O.I.C. Oban, 2009A/14.)

FAME. Sail FAME p.m./l8th to Londonderry to fuel,
thence at best speed by Great Circle to Cape 
Race, thence to Halifax.

2. If desiring to refuel at St. Johns, FAME is to report 
intentions during passage.
3. After disembarking passengers and stores C.O.A.C. is 
requested to sail FAME as convenient to Argentia to join 
B.6 group.
(C. in C. W.A., 1007Z/14 to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

/SEALION
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Movements - Contd.

(P. 4$, 
SCIMITAR.

SEALKJN,
d o l fIn ,.PET

4?,
1. Intend to sail SEALION and DOLPXN escorted 
by SCIMITAR at 1730A/15 from Holy Loch to 180° 
Bishop Rock 10 miles, E.T.A. 1900A/17.
2. Thence SCIMITAR to Cardiff, E.T.A. 0700A/18 
Subraar ine* s outhward.vj u o i u a i  i n o j  o u u u u n o i  u i

(Capt. S.3, 1127A/14.)
After making Oversay R/V a.m./l5th SCIMITAR is to proceed 

to Clyde to fuel, thence Holy Loch to escort P.47 and SEALION 
in accordance with Capt. (S) 3 1157/13. SCIMITAR to Barry 
Roads on completion.

(C. in C. W.A., 1145A/14.)
Your 1524/13. Request you will use western route, and I 

would suggest taking departure from Fastnet Rock.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1301A/14 to P.O.S.)
Your 1301/14. Western route will be used. Intend S/Ms 

to break off in vicinity of 044° 30' N. 012w 30* W. for their 
area.
(2) I am not in favour of Fastnet Rock route for following 
reasons
(a) S/Ms and escort will be further from fighter protection 
and their escort vessels are very lightly armed.
(b) In the event of breakdown off Eire coast S/Ms may have 
to seek shelter in neutral waters.
(c) Movements of S/Ms are liable to be reported to enemy from 
Eirean sources.
(d) If R/V with incoming S/Ms is delayed escort have no port 
in the vicinity in which to wait.
(3) Unless you have serious objections intend routeing S/Ms 
in normal way via Bishop Rock to vicinity of 049° N. 012° W., 
thence southward.

(F.O.S., 1529A/14 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

ST. ALBANS. After refuelling, ST. ALBANS is to proceed

DE BRAZZA. When ready for sea SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA should 
be sailed to Clyde to work up under the 
direction of Capt. (d ) Greenock. On completion 

C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA as 
convenient to join F.O.C. West Africa's Command.
My 2330/22nd October para. 3, applies.
(D.O.D. (H.), 1306A/14 to F.O.I.C. Tyne.)

PRESIDENT On completion of working up request you will
HDUDUCE. sail PRESIDENT HOUDUCE as convenient to join

at best speed to Plymouth.
(C. in C. W.A., 1154A/14 to Cdre. Londonderry.)

SAVORGNAN Your 1625/13 and WESTERN ISLES 2254/13

F.O.C. West Africa's Command.
A.M. 2330/22nd October para. 3, applies 
(D.0.D.(H.), 1307A/14 to C. in C. W.A.)

W.A.
Command

Situation at 1858A/14. Details 
(C. in C. W.A., 1357A/14.)
See Lion Copy.

/GURNARD ...
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AdGrossed Admiralty.
Situation at 1858R/14th. Nov. 1342. .

t. • «

Section N.E.
QUICKMATOH 58 13 06 06 To Greenock 18
R.U. 48 KING SOL 

STAFNESS
58 05 05 4b . Tv Loch Ewe 8 

Situation at 1858A/14th Nov. 1342 -
Section 3.E. 
QUICKMATCh '. 
U.S.S/M GURNARD

ITHURIEL

58 13 06 06 To Greenock 18

b6 33 10 31 To 180°Barra 2 by day
Head 8 miles 8 bf nigh

Off Trevose Head To Milford : 18 
0130;yi5 Haven

1 Auxiliary vessel 53 50 04 52 To Loch Broom 84
O.N.S.M.
146

ROSEMARY 
2 trawlers

52
i

03 05 26 To Belfast 74

M/V’s SCIMITAR r-rr
DO 56 Oa 48 To 270 dogs 

6 miles'
Oversay

16
Convey LEEDS UNITED 52 44 04 56 Northbound 8

66 SOUTHERN
BREEZE

"53 00 05 04 To Milford 
Haven

Q  " O

K o WESTON 
6 sloops

55 23 05 00 270°0versay 
thence 
55 20 11 28 
52 00 17 30

6* 12
and

, /  1 E



-  2 -
Section S.E. contd 

1 M/V FILLA 54 14 05 12 To Liverpool 6

Situation a t  l8o& yi4th  Nov. 1942
Section  N.W.

4 Minesweepers

S.G. 108 BROADWAY
G.T.U. SHEHv/OOD
2*1, 1 .1 2 ORILLIA

(E) PlilMEOSE
polyanthus
MOREEN
PIGTOU
U.S.S.SCEENGK

H.X. 214
G.T.U. HIGHLYIAjER
84 . 1.8 ANEMONE

GLOVER
BEVIHiLEY
i
PiiiNYY/ORT
BORAGE

U.R. 49 GAVOTTE (

52 07 15 33 To Liverpool 121

52 00 24 51 to 52 10 20 02 71 
tlicncG 58 15 15 58

58 44 12 22 to 57 04 Br 38 21
tbcnce 56 30 08 28

i

HUGH YGJot GLE 
QU/LEILLE

Soction  o .;;. 

U.S.S/M GURNAHB

ST. ALBANS

tlie ecu Eoykjavik 

Situation at 185ayi4tii Nov.1942

>

5G 55 10 51 To 180° Barra H eaA
0 • 1 n . c  ^

2 by day 
8 by ni^ht

06 in 15 51 To LonOonuerry

/  O.N. 145
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Soction 3 .V/,. oontcL

u.N. 145 
C.T.U.
24.1.3

0«jo. 3 . Ga J'ti'EE 
U.S.G .BiJGEt 
14STHERN 
JlANTHUS 
TRILLIUM
ijuxu î

C.F.7 SEEiOPSHIRB’ Tv;orvT1 JU-’uLV, \ *
ACTIVE
LluGAN
ANTONY

K.M.S. 3 
(E)

Hu AON SWAN 
1 sloop 
9 corvottos

O ' / y ! q4j l. v v kJ NORFOLK

52 09 19 08 to  53 30 17 30 12* 
t  ho nee 55 10 10 15

47 45 18 00 to  38 00 18 00 7s

49 21 19 10 to 52 02 18 59 16 
thonco 55 57 13 01

dostroyors

i . .  N. 0 ,
' P T'J q  frn\
. k «  #  J. "i © O © \- l /
i.C .N .S .(H) ,
...C.N.S. (F )(2)

.St o ,
D&pt.Rim.
0 .  0 . J j .  ( H )  ( a )  
u. 0 .0 . (F )(2) 
duty Gapt. (2)
[T q ]\\
; : • /  Q 1 /
tic.. .)f M. 
U .. .I .G . (3)
1 .  p . i s ;
[ii .i>.
jJ .T .l. (M)

T? q7; /l /
-L*_> O  I i l /  -L  -C ©

J .T .jJ .O )
U.T.J.(O)

. : T ( . : )
"-1 fXV''~ ©--;J-'- # \

Ad. Aausoy (4)
‘i \ ]’ 'T O 
jv 0 id  © lO 0

jj . id e 0 » »(id)
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

14.11.1942.
Saturday.

GURNARD, 
;-/BREDA.

Movements - Contd.
My 1025A/13. For JAN VAN GELDER read Yacht 
BREDA. BREDA sails Rothesay 1600A/14. 
(Capt. S.3, 1404A/14.)

P. 34. P.34 is to be sailed for Plymouth as
on 16th November.
P.34 will be available for diving (? 

torpedo) trials and A/S exercises at Plymouth until 
for refit at Chatham about 12th December.
(F.O.S., 1438A/14.)

convenient
gunnery
required

BREDON, 
INKPEN,
DUNKSRY, 
DUNCTON, 
INDIAN STAR.

Sail BREDON, INKPEN, DUNKERY, DUNCTON, and 
INDIAN STAR in accordance with C. in C. W.A. 
1756A/14 and 1032A/15. f< r. ̂  V  a . aL .
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1456A/14.)

ITHURIEL. My 2232A/13. Sailed ITHURIEL.
. . . . Separate signal been made to N.C.X.F. and

F.O.C.N.A.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1600a/ 14 to F.O.I.C. 
Milford Haven.)
My 1456A/14. ITKURIEL passed Needles 1750/14 
for Milford Haven.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1756A/14.)

CHESHIRE. Your 1835/9. When ready for sea about 18th
November request you will sail CHESHIRE for 
Clyde for working up practices.

2. After embarkation of passengers ship will be required to 
leave U.K. with convoy sailing 15th December from Clyde. 
(D.O.D^P.), 1740A/14 to F.O.I.C. Belfast.)

OTWAY. Intend to sail OTWAY escorted by BREDA from
Rothesay at 0900A/17 to arrive Plymouth at 
0730A/20. Thence OTWAY to Portsmouth.Passage 
on the surface as arranged Capt. (S) 5th. 
(Capt. S.7, 1744A/14.)

Search for
Blockade
Runners.
SHEFFIELD,
JAMAICA.
A U R O R A ,

Operations.
Your 2107/13. Route of blockade-runners appears 
to run east and west between 042° N. and 045° N. 
between Bay of Biscay and about 035° W. Propose 
SHEFFIELD, JAMAICA,^AUR0RA carry out sweep in 
this area West of 018° W. whilst on passage.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1045A/14 to N.C.X.F.)
My 1045/14. For 042° N. and 045° N. read 
043° N. and 046° N.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1152A/14 to N.C.X.F.)

^  ^ ----------* -  <o o y  -  / v - *  O J  ̂  A /* !> “

/Patrols ...
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War Diary. Saturday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Operations - Contd.
""Patrols.------^M.T.Bs 50 (S.O. ) and 54 proceed tonight to

patrol near 50° 12' N. 0° 40' W. passing F 
buoy at 1815 and 0745. Codeword "Object” . 

Return to St. Helens if weather unsuitable.
PENYLAN standing by at Yarmouth.

----CilAflSEtlA541 (S.O.) and 10 on E.A5 patrol.
Portland patrol of M.G.Bs 51 (S.O.), 50 on latitude 50° 20’ N. 
between 1° 35' W. and 2° 25’ W.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1113A/14 and 1241A/14 to HORNET.)
1. Intend R.M.Ls 532 (S.O.) and 497 to patrol on latitude 

50° 20' N. between 1° 35’ W. and 2° 25' W. tonight, leaving 
Weymouth at 1800 and patrol line at dawn. Codeword "Advent” . 

(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1114A/14 and 1803/14.) ^
M.T.B. patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.T.Bs 235 fS.O.), 240, and 231.
3. Patrol. Between positions (A) 040° Sept lies Light 7 miles 
and (B) 285° Sept lies Light 12 miles.
4. Object. To intercept enemy shipping on coastal passage.
5. Information. Own. 6 M.Ls leave Dartmouth 1715/14 to patrol 
7 miles from 100° Start Point 27 miles.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth 1800 today to reach position (A) 
about 2200. Leave patrol as required to be within 20 miles of 
own coast by first light. In case of breakdown not less than
2 M.T.Bs are to carry out patrol. Codeword "Occasion".

------- .̂(C. in C. Plymouth, 1407/14.)
M.L. patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.Ls 491 (S.O.), 195, 157, 184, 180 and 259.
3. Patrol. 7 miles 075° and 255° from 100° Start 27 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. Own. 3 M.T.Bs sail Dartmouth 1700/14 for 
southward returning so as to be within 20 miles of the coast 
by daylight. W.P.248 passes Dart Buoy about 1700/14.
Enemy. E-Boats may operate from Guernsey or Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth at 1715 today and proceed to 
patrol. Leave patrol at daylight. M.Ls 491, 195 and 157 
return to Dartmouth, Remainder part company in 110° Start 
Point 10 miles and proceed to Falmouth by convoy route.
7. When in company codeword "Obstacle" collective call sign
3 F 0 V. After parting company Falmouth M.Ls codeword 
"Obstacle".
8. Attention is called to Q.Z.X.834, which is not to be crossed 
unless in sight of or chasing the enemy.

^ (c. in C. Plymouth, 1413A/14.)
---- ->1. M.T.Bs 50 and 54 passing F buoy 1815/14. E.T.R. 0745/
15. Patrolling to southward.
2. 2 Chasseurs patrolling off E.A5 buoy.
3. 2 M.G.Bs patrolling 15 miles south of Anvil Point.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1456A/14.)
M.Ls 220 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and N.E. Spit Buoys. E.T.D. 1805. E.T.R. 0800/15.
M.Ls 143 (S.O.) and 293 near C one buoy.
M.Ls 104, 210, 213, 128, 102 and 101 supported by M.G.Bs 329 
and 324 carrying out operation N.L.72. E.T.D. 2220. E.T.R. 
0540/15. Route via 'D* buoy each way.

(V.A. Dover, 1703A/14.)
Your 1413/14. Sailed "Obstacle".

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1734A/14 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
------- >Your 1407/14. Sailed "Occasion".

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1814A/14 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
/Biscay ....
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations - Contd.
Biscay S/M 
Patrol.
SEA N, 
DOL

P.0.3. 1524A/13. SEALION and DOLFJJT pass 180° 
Bishop Rock 10 miles at 1900A/17, thence diving 
by day as follows.

(S) 045° 04’ 003° 57'. (t ) 044° 04' 007° 02'.
(3) SEALION pass through (a ) at 1800A/18 (B) and (C) E.T.A. 
0230A/21 to zone 501, S.O.A. 135 miles per day.
(4) DOLFYN pass through (R) at 1500A/18 (S) and (T) E.T.A. 
1900A/21st to zone 505, S.O.A. 125 miles a day.

(Capt. (S) 3, 1317a/ 14 to Admty., C. ip C. Plymouth, 
C. in 0. H.P. , P.O.S., H.Q.C.C. , DOLF^N, SEALION.) 
DOL^TN sail̂ afi to patrol in Bay of Biscay p.m. 15th 

November.
(Capt. S.3, 1341A/14 to Admty.)

BODO. BODO is to be sailed as soon as possible after

Lieut.-Commander Marstrander will be acting on previous 
instructions and he is to arrange that any ships of returning 
convoy should if possible fly Norwegian Ensign at ensign staff 
and whit coloured flag at foremast and also display L.N. in 
white letters on bridge top as aircraft identity letters.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1610A/14 to N.O.I.C. Aberdeen.)
BODO sailed.
(N.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 2141/14.)

2000 tonight to proceed by route given in my 
1330/13th.

Exercises

Landing
Trials.

Pendine
Sands.
Tank

It is under consideration to conduct tank landing 
trials on Pendine Sands shortly.
My 1920/5 refers.
2. Request I may be informed whether four L.C.T. 
(3) could be berthed in Burry Port for a few 
days and whether such an arrangement would be 
acceptable.
(C.C.O., 0940a/14 to P.O.I.C. Cardiff.)

Exercise 
" Blanket"

Operation completed
(C. in C. Nore, 1225A/14.)

Exercises 
in Loch 
Cairnbawn.

Admty's 2249/8/9. These restrictions will not 
be required after departure of TITANIA and 
ALECTO on 20th November.
(F.O.S., 1344A/14 to Admty.)
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Allied Air Activity.

Search for Reported sighting at 1349A/13 in 054° 13' N. 016° 
A/C Barges. 27' W. square-sided metal barge containing 1 

Lockheed Lightning A/C tipped on nose and at 
1456 in 054® 13’ N. 019° 05* W. a similar barge 

with Lockheed Lightning A/C in normal position. No sign of 
life on either craft, both reported to be drifting 135°, speed 
1 to 2 knots. Request you will sail SAMSONIA as soon as 
possible to recover these barges. No escort available. A/C 
co-operation will be arranged.

(C. in C. W.A., 1509A/14 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)
Sailed SAMSONIA to comply with your 1509A/14. SAMSONIA 

hopes to maintain 14 knots.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1914A/14 to C. in C. W.A.)

Bomber 
Command 
operations.

On day 13th November 2 A/C were sent to attack 
the NEUMARK raider at Flushing. Both A/C failed 
to return, and another which carried out a 
search for them, is also missing.
On night 13tiyi4th, 56 A/C bombed Genoa and a 
further 19 a/c attacked the Ansaldo Works there.. 
(H.Q.B.C., 1620A/14.)

Enemy Air Activity.

At 0915 today M.Ls 293 and 139 on Air/Sea Rescue 
patrol off Dungeness were attacked with cannon 
and machine gunfire, by five F.W. 190s. M.L.139
sustained damage to steering and two ratings 
slightly wounded. No casualties or damage in 
M.L. 293.
(V.A. Dover, 1144A/14.)

Mining.

(1) Weather permitting carry out operation 
Q.L.(9) with available M.Ls of 51st Flotilla 
tonight.
(2) Supporting forces:-

(a) 8th M.G.B.^to position 52° 10’ N. 03° 05’ E. If no 
E-Boat activity develops, unit is to R/V with M.Ls and proceed 
with M.Ls as close support. Unit has freedom of action on 
completion of lay.
(b) One unit 4th M.T.Bs vicinity Hook of Holland.

(C. in C. Nore, 1038A/14 to BEEHIVE.)
Departures M.T.Bs 32, 30, 69. M.G.Bs 81, 79, 80, 60, 58. 

M.Ls 100, 110.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1738A/14.)

Lyme Bay Your 1656A/13. ’’Ounce V” arrived at 1550.
sweep. (F.O.I.C. Portland, 1557A/14 to N.O.I.C.

Dartmouth.)
Intend to sail FINESSE, PATTI, and CONCERTATOR 

sweeping route ’F* to Dartmouth at 0730 tomorrow. Codeword
’’Ounce VI”.
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1605A/14.)

M.L. 139 
damaged.

Operation 
Q.L. 9.

/intend • • •



MOST SECRET

598
14.11.1942.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Mining.
Intend to sail at 0740 tomorrow MILFORD DUCHESS 
and CYPRESS via Q.Z.S. 381 and 293 sweeping to 
N.l Buoy. Codeword "Sharp III” .
(F.O.IC. Portland, 1612A/14.)

Enemy Intelligence.
Russian Grade F report states:- 
That at 1411/13 there were present in Tromso 
Catapult ship FRIESENLAND, 2 minesweepers, 4 
M.T.Bs, 5 auxiliary vessels, and 8 landing craft. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1648A/14 to Admty.)

U-Boats.
Following received from Port Patrick Radio 
intercepted at 0109 G.M.T. from EMPIRE CHUB.
S O S  vessel out of control, required stand by 
off Dunnet Head bearing south 9 miles.

(Port Patrick Radio, 0209A/14 to Admty.)
Received at 0239 G.M.T. bearing 327° from EMPIRE CHUB. 

Begins. Unreliable. Now making slow headway. Dunnet Head 
now bearing about 146°. Ships head 220. Ends.

(Wick Radio, 034l/l4.)
Received at 0420 G.M.T. from EMPIRE CHUB. Begins.

Vessel under control but making no headway. Dunnet Head bearing 
124°. Ships head 259° true. Ends.

(Wick Radio, 0523/14.)
TARANTELLA has been detached from E.N.61 to stand by 

EMPIRE CHUB 323° Dunnet Head 15 miles and escort to Scrabster.
(A.C.O.S., 0731/14 to C. in C. Rosyth.)
D/F bearing distress 198° class 3 SSSS from 33 torpedoed. 
(A.C.O.S., 0750/14 to Admty.)

U-Boats By D/F at 1152Z/14. U-Boat estimated to be
reported. in vicinity of 61° 30’ N. 28° 00’ W. Unreliable

fix.
(D.D.I.C., 1405a/ 14.)

Inconclusive D/F bearings at 1423Z/14 suggest U-Boat in vicinity 
of convoy C.F.7, possibly reporting it.
(D.D.I.C., 1655A/14 to SHROPSHIRE, ARROW, ACTIVE.)

War Diary.

Lyme Bay 
sweep. 
(Contd.)

Tromso.
FRIESENLAND.

EMPIRE CHUB 
torpedoed.

Casualties.and Defects.
SOUTHERN

SPRAY.
Your 1846A/12. Approved.
(D.A/S.W., 0123A/14 to WESTERN ISLES.)

PIROUETTE. U.R.50. PIROUETTE defective. No relief 
trawler available.
(F.O.I.C. N.l., 1201A/14 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Search
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Casualties and Defects - Contd.
Search for Dinghy. Proceed with all despatch pick up dinghy 

sighted by aircraft in 049° 33’ N. Oil® 11’ W.
at 1400. Dinghy will be instructed to show flare during night.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1419A/14 to SLAZAK.)

My 1419/14. Proceed through 049° 45’ N. 006° 55’ W. where 
AQUILLA reported aircraft possibly in sea at 0550/14. Your 
attention is called to P.C.W.0.112 para. 30. Your codeword 
"Warrant” .
(C. in G. Plymouth, 1444A/14 to SLAZAK.)
My 1419/14. Amend position 049° 19’ N. 011° 14’ W.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1944A/14 to SLAZAK.)

ITHUSIEL.

6 0/

My 1931A/12. ITHURIEL sailed Needles 1750/14 for Milford Haven. B gun is still stiff when 
trained through red 15 to 25 and red 55 to 65.To cure this defect would have involved another 2 to 4 days delay.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1615A/14 to Admty., N.C.X.P., 
P.O.C.N.A. )

RINGDOVE. RINGDOVE now at Port Edgar reports having 
grounded on 12th November. Damaging port propeller and ship’s bottom.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1720A/14 to A.S. Rosyth.)

M.T.5. 202. Your 1218A/14. M.T.B. 202 entered Portland 1713/14. Gear box defective.
(P.O.I.C. Portland, 1748A/14 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

UnknownShip. Received at 1733 G.M.T. de Gallon Head Radio. 
Begins at 1719 FRAGMENT (unread) can only steer (unread) Capt. Ends.
(Wick Radio, 1833/14 to Admiral Lyness.)

W.S. 25Q.
Shipping and Convoys.
BATORY and MONARCH OP BERMUDA are due Glasgow and Tail of the Bank respectively about 17th Nov. with no personnel on board.
2. They will be included in convoy W.S. 25Q. 
(D.S.T., 0631A/14.)

ORONTES. Clyde arrival ORONTES and SALADIN. SALADIN sailed for Londonderry.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 0824A/14.)

/Q.P. 15 ...
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Q.P. 15. My 2145A/12. All movement delayed 24 hours

---  -----^with the exception of ONSLAUGHT and OBDURATE
who are to sail independently as previously 
arranged.

(C.S.l. 0934A/14.)
if— -- > Capt. (D) 8th in FAULKNOR with IMPULSIVE, ECHO, ICARUS,

INTREPID, E.T.A. Kola 1900A/16 from north-eastward but may 
arrive earlier. Please pass this information to ships 
concerned in escort of merchant ships.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1021A/14 to S.B.N.O. Archangel.) (s.B.N.O. Archangel, 1407A/14 to CAPE ARGONA, CAPE MARIATO.) 
^Proceed passing Switha 2100 today to Seidisfjord routed 

through positions (a) 062° 25' N. 004° 35’ W. (b) 066° 15’ N. 
012° 20’ W. (x) 065* 2 3 * * 6 7 36' N. 013° 30’ W. (y) 065° 21.5’ N. 013“ 
27.5 W. (z) 065“ 18.2' N. 013° 43.5’ W.
(2) Attention is called to Q.Z.I.. 51 and 52.
(3) On arrival act in accordance with C.S.l’s 2145A/12 as 
amended by 0934/14th.

(R.A.D.H.F., 1515A/14 to ONSLAUGHT, OBDURATE.)Your 1732/13.
/dANEMAN will not be available for duty with Q.P.15 but will 
be used for escort of independent ship to Kola.
2. If all Q.P.15 sails, CAMPFIRE with damaged steering gear, 
EMPIRE GALLIARD, RICHARD ALVEY, HUGH WILLIAMSON, JOHN WALKER, 
and SOVIET VOLGA will be only ships to be sailed for Kola 
Inlet. Expected date of readiness about 25th Nov. onwards. 

(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1637/14.)
Positions of S/Ms at 0800A/15 and movements for following 

24 hours.
(A) P.312 vicinity 70“ 53’ N. 22“ 26’ E.
(B) P.216 vicinity 70“ 52’ N. 21“ 08' E.
(C) UREDD vicinity 70“ 32' N. 20“ 01' E.
(D) JUNON 67“ 15' N. 08“ 30' E. probably on surface through
69“ 25' N. 12“ 01* E. thence to eastward for patrol.

(F.O.S., 1751A/14.)
^R.A.(d ) H.F. is requested to sail MUSKETEER with ORWELL, 

LEDBURY, MIDDLETON, OAKLEY for Seidisfjord to arrive a.m./19th and refuel.
(2) Route: Position (A) 062“ 25’, 004“ 55’. (B) 066“ 15’
012“ 20' thence by Admty. Mess. Q.Z.L. 51 and 52 to Seidisfjord.
(3) Q.P.15 sails from Dvina Bar 1200c/l7 routed in my 1937/23 
October amended by my 1732/2nd copies of which are being sent 
to destroyers. Speed of advance 9 knots. C. in C. H.F. 
will signal progress of convoy.

— — /(4) MUSKETEER and destroyers are to sail from Seidisfjord to 
join convoy in position EE. Route from Seidisfjord through 
FF to EE.

— >(5) Capt. (D) 8 in FAULKNOR with ECHO, IMPULSIVE, INTREPID,
ICARUS is to continue with convoy to prudent limit of 
endurance. Then to Seidisfjord to fuel and return Scapa.

>(6) MUSKETEER and 4 destroyers remaining with convoy to position 
HH. Provided situation permits destroyers are then to leave 
for Seidisfjord to fuel and return to Scapa.
(7) Q.P.15 continues to Reykjavik with ocean escort detail 
in S.B.N.O. Archangel’s 1449/12.

(C. in C. H.F. , 1943A/14.)

/HINDUSTAN ...
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.

HINDUSTAN,
*ITHURIEL.

Admty. 1710A of 10th November. Intend sailing 
both ships 1330/15th. Codeword "Dinner". 
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1007A/14 to Admty.)

K.M.P. 3. C. in C. W.A. 1807/13. PORT YORK S.O.,
TADOUSSAC, and DORNOCH will commence sweeping 
in position (c) at 000lA/15th at maximum speed

of 9 knots.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry, 1104A/14*)
My 1512a/ 13 and 1514A/13. Sailed codeword "Master".
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1444A/14.)
K.M.P.3 sailed 1700/14th. P.15, P.18, P.22, P.19, C.B.21649,
P.46, P.29, P.23, P.42, P.41. P.61, P.34, P.26, P.35, P.58. 
(D.S.T.O. Greenock, 1730/14.)
Sailed TADOUSSAC, PORT YORK and DORNOCH in accordance with 
C. in C. W.A. 1807A/13.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 2125A/14.)

K.M.S. 4, Your 1809/13. Approved to fit TAY with l/F D/F.
M.K.P. 2. (D.S.D., 1304A/14 to C. in C. W.A.)
(TAY). Your 1345/12. WEAR is required as escort for

K.M.S. 4. She should be sailed as required by 
C. in C. W.A.

2. Concur that one month's work up for River class corvettes 
is to be allowed where possible and that a minimum of 3 weeks 
shall be allowed.
(D.0.D.(H.;, 2014A/14 to WESTERN ISLES.)

Operation Reykjavik arrival ST. ELSTAN at 1255/14 with 26
P.B. survivors from WILLIAM CLARK.

(A.C.I.C., 1349A/14.)

C.P. 7. (i) Prom position (L) proceeding through
W. 054° 30' N. 016“ 30' W. X. 054“ 30' 014“ 30'. 
Y. 055“ 35' 013“ 00’. Z. 055“ 35' 008“ 00’.

(ii) Cancel positions (M) and (n ).
(iii) Look out for barge mentioned in my 1509/14th.
(iv) Destroyers proceeding Londonderry on passing for onward 
routeing as follows - DUNCAN, ANTHONY to the Nore.
ARROW to Middlesbrough. ACTIVE to Newcastle-on-Tyne.
(C. in C. W.A., 1715A/14 to SHROPSHIRE.)

Isle of Conmencing 16th November daily sailing, Sunday
Man. excepted, between Fleetwood and Douglas Isle of

Man will be resumed. Sailing time as at present. 
(N.O.I.C. Fleetwood, 1845A/14 to P.O.I.C. 
Liverpool.)

HOPEMOUNT. Your 1626/13. Request reason for continued
detention of HOPEMOUNT and when she is expected 
to be released.
(D. of Stores, 2004A/14 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

/S.C. 108 • • •
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S.C. 108, Iceland ships are to detach at 0800Z/15 escorted
S.C.L. 108. by SCHENCK. C.T.U. No. 24.6.4 is to proceed 

to overtake S.C.L. 108 as soon as junction has 
been made with O.N.S. 144.
(C. in C. W.A., 2045Z/14.)

M.K.P. 1. Convoy M.K.F. 1 comprising WARWICK CASTLE,
LLANGIBBY CASTLE, WINCHESTER CASTLE, SOBIESKI, 
LEINSTER and LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE to Tail of the 

Bank, DUCHESS OP BEDFORD, OTRANTO, DERBYSHIRE and TEGELBERG 
to Liverpool and DURBAN CASTLE to Glasgow is due U.K. about 
19th November.
2. As far as is known no personnel are on board above vessels 
with possible exceptions of a few on board LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE 
and LEINSTER. If any information received you will be advised. 
(D.S.T., 2140A/14.)
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NEW YORK, Originator U.S.S. NEW YORK with U.S.S. ROWAN
ROWAN, and MURPHY proceeding to base HYPO Fedala to
MURPHY. point A (34 N., 30 W) thence point X M. E.T.A.

point A 0600Z/17th. E.T.A. point X M l600Z/22n 
S. of A. 11.
(NEW YORK, 0020Z/14 to Corainch (R) Comnaveu 
Commander Battleships Atlantic Fleet, Cominch 
pass for information Commandant Naval Operating 
Base Port Louis, C. in C. Lant C.E.S.F. 
Commandant 5th Naval District).

Cape Caxine ?escorting British merchant vessels 
now. yCi7'£«nZ
(COMMANDANT,.D *ORVES 0059/14 to 77th Destroyer 
Div).

Flag of Personal to be decyphered by an officer speciall
C.S.10 detailed by you.

Your 2111Z/13. C.S.10 can transfer his flag
as convenient to you and may remain on the 
station if you require him. C. in C. H. F. 
concurs.
(A.C.N.S. (H) 0231A/14 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. 
H.F. , C.S. 10. )

Casablanca Admty pass to C. in C. A. F. This is re-encypher 
area. ment of C.T.F.34’s 2212/13th to C. in C. X.F.

for action repeated C. in C. U. S. Fleet C. in C. 
Atlantic Fleet and C. in C. A.F. Begins. 
Situation 1000/13.

About 1900 % 12th^Lnrtransport area Fedala transports £ s W / t / l " 2  
RUTLEDGI^;SCOTT, ana^BLlSS torpedoed. Later burnt and sank.
Many survivors. Transport group departed for sea until A/S 
measures can be strengthened. 5 transports of group entering 
Casablanca today. AUGUSTA, CHENANGO, HAMBSUNON ( 7HAMBLET0N), 
in Casablanca. Present estimate doubtful whether HAMBSUNON 
(?HAMBLETON) can be repaired. Harbour clearance being 
expedited. A.F.I. group completes unloading today. Being 
routed to U.S. Covering group and air group less CHENANGO 
and SANGAMON (?) released and routed to U.S. 2 Squadrons 
P.40s Casablanca airfield. Remainder Part Lyautey. Ends. 
(Radio Washington 0252/14 to Admty).

Request you will sail ADJUTANT and BRITISH 
LADY escorted by DEPTFORD for Algiers at 
0900Z/I4th routed through S.29 84.39 100. 
(N.C.X.F., 0310Z/14 to N.O.I.C. Gibraltar (R) 
Commodore Algiers, F.0. Inshore Squadron,
F.O. I.C. Oran, A.O.C. Gibraltar, N.C.C.N.T.F. )

/Algiers...
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Algiers WILTON, PELICAN, POPPY, LOTUS, UM,
area arrivals. STARWORT, SPltfEA, COLTSFOOT, AU ,, ROCHESTER

SANDY/ICH, SCAJ&OROUGH, EGRET, P E,
BANFF, STORK, 111th H.D.U. S. M/S Squad., 4 Traw! 
Group,25 Motor Launch Flotilla,108 and 114 

M.M/S F., PRINSES BEATRIX, QUEEN EMMA, DIANELLA, 17 M/S F.,
SENNEN,A.B.V. SCOTTISH, MINNA,Tugs HENGIST, and ST. DAY,
STRONSAY, RUSKHOLM. /L~
Departure for Bougie BICESTER, BRAMHAM: for Bon^&JEEN EMMA,
PRINSES BEATRIX, ST. OMAR,for Gibraltar, SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR,
EGRET ,*SCYLLA, BLYSCAWICA.
(Cmdre. Algiers, 0500Z/14 to Aamty. (R) N.C.X.F., S.O.I.S.)

ft j) s,/i. >5 s— — 6  4 i  ^ i*bA

SS LALANDE Detach trawler to proceed at best speed to

Gibraltar. Report name of trawler.
**/¥• ABERDEEN is being sailed to escort.

(N.C.X.F., 05302/14 to COREOPSIS, (R) BRILLIANT, 
AVON VALE, MARIGOLD, Commodore F, S.O. Force H, 
ABERDEEN).

Proceed with all despatch to assistance of SS. LALANDE 
torpedoed in 36.09 N., 03*50 W. Trawler from Force "R” has bee 
ordered to tow. Tug will be sent. BRILLIANT hunting in 
vieinity.

(N.C.X.F., 0629Z/14 to (?ABERDEEN) (R) F.O.C.N.A. ,
Capt. (S) 8, BRILLIANT, Cdre. F).
Your 0630Z/14. LALANDE now unable to steam due 

to burnt out boilers but ship afloat on even keel in O360 15* N. 
004° 14' W.^MARIGOLD and ENCHANTRESS screening.

(ENCHANTRESS, 1352A/14 to IBIS (R) COREOPSIS, ABERDEEN)

wave and Gibraltar routine.
(N.C.W.N.T.F. , 0600Z/14 to N.C.X.F. (R) R.A.(A) 
H.F., VENOMOUS).

Proceed with all despatch to hunt S/M in 036° 
09* N., 003° (?50*) W.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0615Z/14 to BRILLIANT).

>u»A 3  R.D.F. contact range 3800 yards and on closing
sighted a U-boat on the surface. U-boat dived 

* * * *  /{♦*.*<:**• 4 ««.«on being illuminated and CLARE attacked with a 
full pattern of 14 depth charges. A violent 

explosion occurred one minute after attacking. Commanding 
Officer considers U-boat was destroyed and I concur. JTo 
search was possible.
(C.S.10, 0640Z/14 to N.C.X.F., Admty. (R) CLARE).

torpedoed. join SS. LALANDE torpedoed in O3 6 0 09’ N
(?003°) 50’ W., with orders to tow her t<with orders to tow her to•»

* 1...l,7 * A—
VENOMOUS Sailed VENOMOUS keeping W/T watch on S.Os

U/B sunk 
by CLARE,

6. At 1852Z/12 in 37.41 N., 00.10 W., CLARE 
who was on screen of forces 0, obtained a

/Proceed
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Proceed at best speed to R/V with United States 
/.U.G.F. two in estimated position 33»UO N.,
(?39).ipO W., steering 000° 13 knots at 1600 ll+th 
PRESCOTT is also (incomplete group) this convoy. 
On arrival escort tankers BULKOIL and SEAKAY to 
Gibraltar. C.T.F. 38 has been asked to give more 
accurately R/V.
(N.C.X.F. , 0659Z/14 to BLEAN, (R) F.O.C.N.A. , 
Cmdre. F. , S.8. , A.O.C. Gibraltar C.T.F. 38 
PRES^COTT).

My 210lZ/13th and my 1350Z/13th not to all 
addressees. 11 Seafires are to be embarked by 
air after sailing.
(N.C.X.F. , 0827Z/1U to V. A. Gibraltar, FURIOUS, 
R. N.A. S. Gibraltar (r ) R.A. (a ) S.O. Force H).

/Uy *
E. T. A. MALCOLM, CONVOLVULUS H.M.P.217 and two 
merchant ships 1100A/l4th.
(MALCOLM, 0828A/14 to N.C.X.F. (R) SANDWICH).

WARWICK
CASTLE,

torpedoed.
WARWICK CASTLE torpedoed in 038° kk' N. , 013° 
00' W. Ship was hit by 2 torpedoes. Weather 
report 4878 0818-
(BITER, 0859A/1U to F.O.C.N.A., (R) Admty.
C. in C. W. A.)

Intercepted 0846 G.M. T. 500 k/cs de G C K 
(Valentia Radio) SSSS de GTPY (7/ARWICK CASTLE) 
39.12 N., 13.25 W., WARWICK CASTLE torpedoed.
0844/14 de GCK.
(Burnham on Sea No T.0.0. Reed. 0950).
(w .D. Note. Position differs).

Bougie What are your communications with Jijelli
aerodrome. Report the general situation. 
(S.O.I.3.S. , 0901A/14 to ROBERTS).

Title of S.N.0. L.D. has been abolished Captain 
Dickinson has assumed title of N.O.I.C. Bougie 
Commander Baux has assumed title of M.C Bougie. 
(N.O.I.C. Bougie, 0935Z/14 to F.O.I.S.)

ISAAC 15« My 0917/13th. Following survivors picked
SWEERS. up; 3 officers including Captain and B.N.L.O.,

survivors 82 ratings. Included in above are one seriously
, wounded 3 wounded and 5 including the Captain

u * * slightly wounded.
/ (2) From accounts so far received it appears ship

was hit by 2 torpedoes in number 1 boiler room and wardroom 
respectively, catching fire within 30 seconds of being hit.
(S.O. Force H., 0906Z/14).

/Situation...
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Situation 150. (1) Bone. LAMERTON and WHEATLAND after
Report landing troops a.m./13th were bombed at
No. 10. intervals throughout day no damage to ships but

bombs in town caused dissatisfaction among local 
population with British. «*PRINSES BEATRIX with 
R.A. F. ground troops and a small petrol vessel 
are en route. * ^

(2) Bougie Bone and Oran. All undamaged ships of assault 
convoys now sailed to Westward. Following M.T. ships torpedoed 
by submarine. 8»0WHiKg-off Oran^ARON in 36° 27’ N., 0° 58’ W.

-*LALANDE in 36° 09* N., 03° 58’ W. first sunk. All ships in 
convoy. £.4^  * t/tf * * V-y u.t**»
(3) Port Lyautey. Approach to harbour blocked by two sunken 
ships but discharge possible over river bank to air port.
Fedala only one berth available, discharge slow mainly over 
beaches.
(4) Casablanca. Eight unloading berths available, part of 
U.G.F. one entering a.m./13th.
(5) Safi. Three berths available and discharge going well.
Sea train discharge complete.
(6) W.N.T.F. destroyed total of one cruiser four destroyers 
during assault. JEAN BART ashore and damaged aft but turret 
still serviceable. Air group and support group sailed for 
U.S.A.
(7) ISAAC SWEERS sunk by*submarine torpedo in 37.23 N., 02.12 
E. when escorting Force HRM. 2— —
(8) A/S air patrols made three attacks on U-boats/
(n .c .x .f ., 10013/14).

Most Immediate. Pass following to 81 Squadron 
(2 corrupt groups) from A. O.C. Begins A/C of 
81 Squadron to proceed at once to Tebessa 
aerodrome 90 miles south of Bone to R/C 
aerodrome and land at pilots discretion. 
Immediate report required on suitability of this 
aerodrome for use by C.47 transport A/C. 
(F.O.I.S., 1010A/14 to QUEEN EMMA).
Unable to pass your 1010A/I4th H.M.S. QUEEN 
EMMA position 037° 10' N., 006° 10’ E. on passag 
Algiers.
(QUEEN EMMA. 1432Z/14 to N.C.X.F.) l— fi.Loif.

Movements 
Forces H. 
and F.

of My 2101Z/13th para. 6. Delete AURORA.
(N.C.X.F., 1011Z/14 to All British S. and A. 
concerned in operation "Torch" (R) Admty.
V.A. Malta, C. in C. H.F., 1019Z/14 to Admty). 
My 2101/13th. Para. 1. Force (H) (a ) should 
not pass Europa Point until 1700.
(N.C.X.F., 1058Z/14 to S.0. Force H. , (R) 
F.O.C.N.A. )

My 2101Z/13 (corrupt group) 14th to join R.A.(A)
5.0. Force H. , who will be encountered to 
eastward of Gibraltar is requested to pass R/V. 
(N.C.X.F., 11322/14 to SCYLLA (R) CHARYBDIS,
F. O.C. Gib. Force. Capt. (S) 8 A. O.C. Gib.
5.0. Force H R.A. (A)).

/Convoy...
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Convoy- Insert ARGUS, AVENGER

SS. ARDEOLA, 
TADORNA 
(Operation 
"Cropper").

AURORA

BICESTER,
Convoy.

^ ̂  ^  i O / f -  \  U .

MnT

Oran
congested.

—y M. K. F. 1

2 damaged 
U/Bs.

AMAZON, WRESTLER, GLAISDALE, EXE. and SWALE. 
(N.C.X.F. 1028Z/1U to F.O.C.N.A. )

1U9. SS. ARDEOLA and TADORNA employed in 
operation "Cropper" have not arrived at 
destination. Request registrar of shipping and 
seamen and next of kin of Temporary Lieutenants 
R.N. R. G. R. Lugg and J. Livingstone who were 
Liaison Officers in these ships, may be informed 
(N.C.X.F., 105UZ/1U to Admty (R) V.A. Malta,
D.N.C.X.F.)

Your 2107/13* AURORA is intended for Med. 
Fleet. Request you will not sail her for U.K. 
Pending further instructions which it is hoped 
to send p.m. today.
(D.O.D. (F), 1102A/1U to N.C.X.F 202 (R)
C. in C. H.F. )

My 215UA/13th. One merchant ship speed 12 
knots will R/V with your convoy off Philippevil 
tonight detailed arrangements will be made 
with Commandant€«*ke La Marine., Bone.
(S.O.I.S., 1123A/1U to BICESTER).

Do not send any more ships to Oran or Mers el 
Kebir all berths are occupied.
(F.O.I.C. Oran, 1202A/1U).

Your lUUl/13 para. 3* Destinations are as 
follows. ETTRICK, ORBITA, LET^ITIA and 
ALMAAK - Clyde. DEMPO - Liverpool.
(D. O.D. (H), 1205A/1U to N.C.X.F. 203).

Intend sailing ROYAL SCOTSMAN and ROYAL 
ULSTERMAN for Algiers at 1700 Saturday each 
with approx. 500 personnel for Algiers embarked. 
(N.C.C.N. T.F. , 1231Z/1U to N.C.X. F. Cdre. 
Algiers, (R) N.C.E.N.T.F.)

Following has been received by Gibraltar W/T 
Immediate. 2 damaged U-boats on the surface 
in position 036° 25' N., 000° 08’ W. See what you can do.
(H.M. Ship (name unknown) 1231Z/1U).
’s 1135/lUth U-boat was attacked at 0255/lUth 

25 miles from position given (?and) may have 
amage.
e H., 1235/1U to N.C.X.F. )

/WELSHMAN...
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WELSHMAN 
(Operation 
"Analysis”).

!U
■f-r* m, *11 ***£ >

151. Sail at 1515Z/l4th to arrive Algiers 
0800Z/15th. Complete with fuel and be ready 
to sail at 1200Z/15th for operation "Analysis" 
details of which follow in separate signal. 
(N.C.X.F. , 1246Z/14 to WELSHMAN (R) V.A. Malta, 
C. in C. Med. , Capt. (S) 8 Admty. V.A. Gib. 

‘><i3cmdre. Algiers F.O.I.S.)
152. My 1246/l4th. When ordered to carry out operation 

sail from Algiers not later than 1200Z D day proceeding 
coastwise as (?routed) by F.0. Inshore Sqdn. to Cape Bougaroni 
thence North of Galita Islands to pass Skerki Channel at 
midnight thence Malta as routed by V.A. Malta to arrive 0800Z 
D plus one. F.0. Inshore Sqdn. is requested to arrange 
fighter protection as far as Cape Bougaroni and V.A. Malta- 
for arrival at Malta.

(N.C.X.F., 1249Z/14 to WELSHMAN, (R) S.O.I.S., V.A. Malta,
C. in C. Med., Admty).
My 1249Z/l4th. Request you will make any amendment to 

route you deem advisable. Timing is based on giving appearance 
of proceeding Bone p.m. D day and should not be appreciably 
advanced.

(N.C.X.F., 1734Z/14 to V.A. Malta, (R) WELSHMAN).

Urgently request M.Ls. 280, 463,*469 , 471,
458 and 483 be allowed to remain for defence of 
Mers el Kebir otherwise security of post is 
totally inadequate. .
(F.O.I.C. Oran, 1230/14 to N.C.C.T.F. (R) ' '
N.C.X.F. )
Your 1230/l4th. M.Ls. may be retained 

temporarily while shipping congestion is acute. Your 
organization must be based on ultimate reduction to force 
detailed in TON 5 appendix. 2.

(N.C.X.F., 1738Z/14 to N.O.I.C. Oran, (R) N. C. C. N.T. F. )

M.Ls. for 
defence of 
Mers el 
Kebir.

PENTSTEMON in company with SAMPHIRE E.T.A.
W A D  (slow) 0001z/15th. My P.C. and S. 037° 
00' N., 004b E., 280° 12^ knots: last 2 groups
uncoded weather report. 5871 1 1 6 1.
(PENTSTEMON 1300Z/14 to S.O.I.S., (R) SPEY, 
(?Cdre. Algiers), Commander Gibraltar, S.N.O.L. 
Bougie).
My 1300Z/l4th amend E.T.A. 0430Z/15th. 
(PENTSTEMON 2240Z/14).

Sink at 156. Request sink at sight zone be extended to
sight zone. include all western Mediterranean Basin with 

the exception of Spanish territorial waters 
including reasonable access to Balearics from 
Spain.
(N.C.X.F. , 1303Z/14 to Admty. (r ) V.A. Malta, 
V.A. Gibraltar, C. in C. Med). Reply: Admty. 
1349/17.

/VICTORIOUS'S...
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VICTORIOUS’s Your 2103Z/13 and R.A.A. Home Fleet 1735Z/12.
aircraft. If VICTORIOUS is ordered home she should

disembark her spares for Seafires and 
publications before sailing.
2. She should bring home 12 Martlet pilots. 

3* It is further under consideration that VICTORIOUS should 
disembark 809 Fulmar Squadron with spares before sailing. 
(A.C.N.S. (F), 1305A/14 1905A/14 to N.C.X.F. 205 (R) R.A.A. 
H.F.445 (Bl) S.O. Force H., VICTORIOUS).

Berths have been arranged. B.N. L.O. will board 
you froi#liLL. 469 at position 13 010° Oran light 
three miles. Swept channel buoyed in centre 
only.
(F.O.I.C. Oran, 1330/14 to N.C.X.F.)

t  m i , . - *  * .  .

Situation 2001 TIGRIS 36.49, 08.48 at 2100/l4th on the surface 
A/14. 11 knots through 36.38, 07*32 at 0230/15th and

35.53, 05.55 at 1100/15th E.T.A. Gibraltar 
1400/1 5th.
(ii) U.S. S/Ms*BHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB all 

in the vicinity of 32.01 N., 12.01 W., diving by day 2i knots 
surfacing by night 11 knots through 35*01 15.01 and 56.01 
20.01. ■*
(iii) U.S. S/M BLACKFISH off Dakar.
(iv) M.K.F.1 (X) CLEVELAND, ACHATES, ESCAPADE, BOADICEA, 
VANSITTART, ALBRIGHTON, ESKDALE, DASHER, BITER 41.40, 15.01 
through 43*10, 15.20 thence 358 12 .̂
(v) Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising 
in area between Canary Is. and point 36.01, 30.02.
(vi) K.X.6/LANCASTER, WELLS, 3 corvettes, 4 trawlers, 40.18, 15.02 
through 38.50, 14.45 thence 123 6-g.
(vii) Swedish relief ships CAMELIA, EROS, FORMOSA 36.01,
19.59, 90.12.
(viii) M.K.F.l. (Y) ARGUS, WRESTLER, AMAZON, AVENGER, EXE, 
SWALE, GLAISDALE off Cape Spartel through 36.01, 10.01 thence 
299 14.
(ix) BLEAN, PRESCOTT, ARCHER,2 tankers, 34.4, 10.14 to Gib. 12.
(x ) xLANDGUARD, plus 2 tugs/destroyer in tow, 35-51 006.13 to 
Gibraltar 5 rs/u
(xi) SHEFFIELD, JAMAICA 36.18, 07.12 through 36.40, 09.01 thenc
304 24. J>h iT$
(xii) T.F. 1, JONQUIL, 2 merchant ships, 35*53, 05.48 through 270 
Cape Spartel 4 thence to Port Lyautey 8.
(N.C.X.F. , 1350Z/14, 1756V14).

My 1350Z/14 add new para. 13. BIDEFORD sailed 0200Z/l4th 
escort one merchant ship direct Cape Ŝ t. Mary's thence 
coastwise to Lisbon 10.

(N.C.X.F. 2340Z/14).

/Situation,
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Situation (1) PORTSDOWN, YEsfrOR, VIVTANA, SPHENE left
at 1958A/l2+th. Horta p.m./13th 158 10.

(2) SNOWDROP one merchant ship 2+0.10 23*51 026 0
(3) BRIDGEWATER 33.i+3, 21+.32 through 32.01 22+.01
thence 186° 10. 3—
(N.C.X.F. , 1352Z/12+ to A.I.G.62+). '

My 1132Z/12+th for 152+5 read 2030 repetition 2030
5.0. Force H., is requested to pass R/V on 
on arrival.
(N.C.X.F., 1352Z/12+ to SCYLLA, (R) CHARYBDIS,
5.0. Force H., R. A.A. Capt. (S) 8, V. A. Gib. 
A.O.C. Gib).

1. KYBER 26.09, 22.28 160* 10. 
(N.ClX.F. , 1354Z/12+).

Am informed by Gen. Fredendall that an unknown 
number of French ships are en route from Dakar 
to Oran area, propose to consult French Admiral 
(Rioult?) and have these ships routed to Arzeu 
Bay or Mostaghanem or Nemours. Request naval 
units at sea be notified to insure safe passage. 
Suggest escort from Gibraltar.
(Oran, 12+05A/12+ to N.C.X.F. (R) N.C.C.T.F.)

S/M Situation All Submarines diving by day at 2 knots, 
in Western (1) CLYDE 038° 09* 000° 2+8’ through 135° Cape 
Mediterranean Palos 10 thence within 10 miles of Spanish 
at 2000Z/l2+th. Coast to Gibraltar surface speed 11̂ -. A-

(2) TRIBUNE 038° 2+1' 000° 25’ through 39.19 
00.01 thence course 53° surface speed 11 knots.
(3) STURGEON 02+1° 2+1', 003° 32’ proceeding to

Genoa.
(2+) p.228 off Toulon leaves for Genoa at 0001/15th.
(5) P.222 and P.51 off Toulon, leaver for Gibraltar 0001/l6th 
passing 39.15, 00.28 at 0330/17th and 0001/l8th respectively. 
All positions Northward and Eastward.
(N.C.X.F., 12+27Z/12+ to S. & A. area G).

Situation 
1955A/12+th 
Area Z.

French
ships.

Liberated Liberated British personnel will be disposed
British of as follows SMCLN* Royal Navy British Army
personnel. and Merchant Seamen all to U.K. R.A.F. to U.K.

unless required locally by R.A.F. Reference our 
2+73. Sick and wounded by hospital ship to U.K. 
Civilian internees whose British nationality 
vouched for by WPF*TWBFLBUES* C.T.2+5 to U.K. if 
willing. Report action.
(A.F.C.I. Gibraltar 12+31/12+ to C. G.W.T.F. )
*as received.

/Movements..
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Operation "Torch" - Contd.
Movements Arrivals 0930 SHEFFIELD, ARGUS, SCYLLA,

CHARYBDIS, WRESTLER, VANOC, VELOX, WISHART, 
AVENGER, CLARE,M.K.F.1,SS. SAMUEL CHASE,
ALMAACK, DEMPO.
(F.O.C.N.A, 1U36Z/1U to Admty. Cdre. Algiers).

i> CJ ^ b L a 
/  V—  /•>' 432.Having dealt with your submarine (?join) L.S.Ts 

and escort them to Gibraltar. Their 1500 positio 
035° 53’ N., 000° 36’ W., course 250° routed
close to coast after passing Cape Falcon 
S. of A. 6-g- knots.
(F.O.W.N.T.F. , 1UUOZ/1U to WIVERN (R) MISOA, 
WESTCOTT, N. C. C. N. T. F. )

Request SAYONARA be sailed to Gibraltar as 
she is unsuitable for duty at Oran and 
CHARLES MACIVER be retained for duty under 
B. N. L.O. and N. C.S.O.
(B.N.L.O. Oran, 1516/1U to N.C.X.F. (R)
F.O.I.C. Oran, F. O.C.N.A., F.O. (D) Gib. Force).

Force ”R" E.T.A. 0600Z/15th. H.M.S. ST. NECTAN 
has 2U survivors of D.S. ISAAC SWEERS who requir 
kit. Ambulance required for one.
(S.O. Force R. , 1526Z/1U to N.C.X.F.)

BICESTER Attacked by 6 out 12 Stukas in position 037°
attacked. 09’ N., 007° 22’ E. One shot down one slightly

damaged. Fighter engaged the others over the 
land.
(BICESTER, 1550A/1U to S.O.I.S.)
Emergency (Enemy A/C). Am being attacked by 
12 enemy A/C XTRG 0901.
(BICESTER, 1555/1U).

S/M bombing T.C.A.0. No. 16. The following amendments 
restrictions, to orders for S/M bombing restrictions are to be 

brought into force in the ’•Torch” area at 1200Z/ 
18th. (A) Para. 2 delete words in brackets.
(B) Para. 11 delete heading and para, completely 

(C) Insert new para. 11 standard method of instituting bombing 
restrictions.
(1) The following standard method of instituting bombing 
restrictions is to be brought into force in the "Torch” area.
(2) Submarines on passage. Bombing restrictions are to extend 
10 miles on each side of route and 35 miles ahead and astern 
of estimated position.
(3) Submerged speed of submarine is 2^ knots for all classes 
unless otherwise stated.
(U) Submarines proceeding submerged by day will dive fran 1 
hour before sunrise to 1 hour after sunset.

/(5)...



SECRET loll A

SECRET MESSAGE 1525Z/14 November
FROM: Commandeth G ib ra ltar DATE: 14. Nov.42

IN

RECO: O130Z

.ADDRESSED: A bfor London.
R of. N o.521 (G ib ).

S itu a tion  Report Number-7 November 13th to  2400.

h a V 1 Sfri-gs.KM a ssa u lt convoys
ln  oonvoy t o r *,9doo<3

□one : Bm.Ptv trooi) nanTn/i ricrEastern mask i7orp:;

^r ^ l\ h o a y y  A4 a r r iv e d ‘ from A lg ie r s  by"m ad. 
^ t o o t n  1 B a tca llio n  obth Brigade arrived  0600Z from Bougie.

3. Centre Task Force. Orders issued f o r  movement 1 
BauVa l l io n  medium tanks and 1 AN B a tta lio n  ■ to  
A lg ie r s . Oran inner harbour open to  l ig h t  v e sse ls  with 
good p rospects  o f  la rg e r  v e sse ls  sh o r t ly . ,Tork 
progressin g  unloadingKM 2. L
4* ■.•'extern.Task For ce . p o r t  Lyautey harbour accroach  
blocked by 2 sunken sh ips ; d ischarge p o ss ib le  over 
bank t o  a ir p o r t . .Fedala ; on lv  l  berth a v a ila b le : 
d ischarge slow mainly over beaches. Casablanca* 8 
u n lo a d in g o e rth s  a v a ila b le . Part o f  UGF 1 entered 
morning I3th November. ~ 1f i ' .3  berths a v a ila b le :-f. ” "a o  — 9 p- ^  uu k j a v a i i a t ' i u  »
discharge going w ell* sea t r a m  discharge com pleted. 
Naval Task Force destroyed, t o t a l  1 c r u is e r ; 4 d estroyers  
during a ssa u lt : JEoN BART ashore damaged but tu rre t  
s e r v ic e s o le . Naval a ir  group and support group 
s a ile d  f o r  United S ta tes . &
5. A ir . G ib ra lta r , 
s ig h tin g s  loading to  
PR0 to  Toulon in o f fe  
departed f o r  Eastern 
moved to  A lg ie r s . 
A lg ie r s  and return , 
n ight 12/13 Envoi ibm 
tr a n s p o r ts ; v i s ib l  
El Angina airdrome _  
La G ou lie tte  harbour.

31
4. B m u b m rin e  s o r t ie s ;  6

»cl 3 PRU to  North A fr ica .
jive  due clou d s . 21 S p i t f i r e s

Eastern A ir Force

CHol u cccss fu l ra id  by 9 U ellirigtons on
y in  ( ? la y in g /la y ig f ) 4 mines entrance

1525Z/14
(Advance copy sent Ops. 0 .3 . O .I.G . )

93 # Heed:, from A.F.H.Q. 0200/15.
(Hd/of M. (28) 3c for H.Q.C.C.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch" TT
(5) Restrictions will be signalled as follows 
begins:- T C A 0 16. (A) Type of bombing
restrictions (submerged or total)
(B) Name of submarine (C) Times and position 
on route. (D) Surface speed of submarine. 
Example: T C A 0 16 1 (a ) Submerged (B) Clyde

(C) 2200/5 038° (?01’) north 009° 01’ E. , 2300/7. 038° 01’ N. , 
002° 01’ E. , 0U30/9 036° 20’ N., 003° 01’ W. (D) 11 
2. (A) total (B) Clyde (C) 0U30/9 036° 20’ N., 003° 01’ W.
1630/9 Gibraltar. (D) 12.
6. Air authority concerned may translate this into A moving 
or A fixed area as convenient.
7» Bombing restrictions to cover A patrol area v/ill be 
signalled to air and naval authorities concerned stating the 
extent and time of beginning and ending. These will 
normally be submerged areas.
8. R.A.W.A. and N.O.I.C. Malta are requested to comply with 
para. 5 when their submarines are within range of Allied Air 
Forces in "Torch”.
(N.C.X.F. , 1602Z/1U to A.I.G. 259 Negative Western Task Force 
K.1U2, (R) Admty. F. 0. (S) C. in C. Med., N. O.I.C. Malta, Capt. 
(S) 10 R.A.W.A., H.Q.C.C. Dept. E. Africa, Command R.A.F. , Gib. 
Dept. Malta E.G. 12 to U.S.A.F. , C.C.S.O. , R.C.N. , F.O.I.C. 
Casablanca).

Sailed H.M.S,SHIANT, HORATIO, and RONALDS^Y 
escorting SS. JACINTH to Algiers in accordance 
with your 1101Z/l3th calling at Arzeu en route 
to pick up L.C.Ts. E.T.A. will be signalled by 
S.
(F.O.I.C. Oran, I 6 1 6 Z / I U  to N.C.X.F. (R)
N. C. C .N.T.F., N.C .S. 0. Algiers),

Publicity. 159. (K173). Mention may now be made in private
correspondence (a ) That writers ship has been 
in action (B) That writers ship has engaged 
French ships with the result

2} Following must not be mentioned (C) Date or place of action. 
D) German or Italian Force. (E) Any other subject as laid 
down in above regulations
(3) Care is to be taken not to exult over damage to or 
destruction of French Forces who put up a very brave show. 
(N.C.X.F., 1625Z/14).

612
Il4-.11.19U2.
Saturday.War Diary.

S/M bombing
restrictions.
Contd.

Am proceeding on stragglers route LEINSTER 
in company. 150 survivors froi#WARWICK CASTLE 
between both ships. My P.C. and S. at 1700A 
039° 32’ N., 013* 21’ W., 328° 11 knots.
Weather report 5U80 0726.
(VANSITTART, I626Z/IU to CLEVELAND (R)
Admty. C. in C. Western Approaches, F.O.C.N.A. ,
biteh). * « * ..

/Emergency..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch" - Contd.

Emergency A/C. I am being attacked by 5 enemy 
aeroplanes XTLE 0824 - 265, - 20.
(QUEEN EMMA, 1630Z/14).

Brief 
situation 
report for 
area west of 
Algiers 2002 
Z/I4th. 
Submarines 
excepted.

(1) T.E.4 35.40, 03.35 W., 083° 8i.
(2) M.K.S. 1 (a) 37.05 00.40 E. , 251° 9.
(3) M.K.S. 1 (0) (?35) 44 02.40 W. , through 72 to 
Gibraltar 12.

WELSHMAN 3°. Ob 02.40 W., to Algiers 
SS. LALANDE in tow 36.06 04.50 W. , 

.B.C.X.F., 1635V 1 4 ). 1 ^ 4  w

27*
to Gib.

ARCHER Request you will detach ARCHER to (?Gibraltar) 
under U.S. escort advise F.O.C.N.A. of time of 
arrival.
(N.C.X.F., 1714Z/14 to C.T.F. 38 (R) N.C.W.N.T.F. 
F.O.C.N.A.)

NARKUNDA Following has been read. Am standing by
bombed. NARKUNDA bombed and damaged in 036° 52' N.,

005° 01* E., tugs requested immediately ship 
is being (?disembarked).♦
(Plymouth C.C.O., 1720Z/14).
Alternatively abandoned.

N.C.X.F.
in*AUR0RA.

jo 1 £»

Important. Personal to be deciphered by officer 
specially chosen by you. I am transferring my 
flag to AURORA tomorrow 15th. Intend to visit 
occupied ports arriving Oran probably 0900Z/16 
and Algiers 17th. Request convenient berth near 
your headquarters for duration of visit. 2 
destroyers will probably be in company. 
(N.C.X.F., 1732Z/14 to F.O.I.C. Oran, Cdre. 
Algiers (r ) F.O.C.N.A., S.O. Force H).

Flag of 160. Flag of C.S.10 will be transferred to
C.S.10 BERMUDA at 000lZ/15th.

(N.C.X.F., 1820Z/14)

BATORY, 
MONARCH OF 
BERMUDA, 

Convoy 
M. K. F. 1.

The following extract from a signal from 
P.S.T.O.X.F. to D. of S.T. is forwarded for 
information:-
(1) BATORY, MONARCH OF BERMUDA, left Gibraltar 
11/11 in special convoy for United Kingdom. 
M.K.F. 1 sailed 12/11 consisting of
WINCHESTER CASTLE, SOBIESKI, LLANGIBBY CASTLE, 
WARWICK CASTLE, DURBAN CASTLE, LEINSTER, 

LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE for Clyde, DUCHESS OF BEDFORD, OTRANTO, 
DERBYSHIRE, TEGELBERG for Liverpool. Expected times of 
arrival obtainable from Admty.
(D.O.D. (H), 1833A/14 to S.O.A.S.C.)

/AVON VALE..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch11 - Contd.

AVON VALE. My 1456Z(N.T. in W.R.) not to F.O.O.N.A. Hunt 
suspended after dark. (?Expeci to arrive) 
0830Z/I5th.
(AVON VALE 1835Z/H+ to N.O.X.F. F.O.O.N.A.).

Sailings No ships are to "be sailed to the westward
Stopped. in daylight.

(F.O.I.S. 181+2Z/14 to N.O. I.C.Bougie).

LALAND.fi..

4/ 3

At 1516Z LALANDE in 036.14 N. 001+.16 W. 
drifting slightly westward unless in tow 
ST.OMAR. ENCHANTRESS, ABERDEEN screening. 
(N.O.X.F. 181+7Z/14 to IMPERIALIST, ST OMAR, 
(R) S.O. Force H).

N.O.X.F. 163. Naval Cmdr. X.F. will he away from
AURORA. Gibraltar in AURORA from 0001Z/l6th. Only

u , f messages requiring his personal attention
* should he sent to AURORA.

Other messages to continue to he sent to Naval Cmdr.X.F. 
at Gibraltar.
(N.C.X. F. 1902Z/U+). , .
(Note Cancelled by N.O.X.F. 2200Z/18).

-*(?A) F.I. FINTRA and HILDUR one escorted by 
JONQUIL and ARMENIA sailed. E.T.A.WADI SBU 
0900/15th. , ■
(F.O.O.N.A. 1817Z/14 to N.O.W.N.T.F., (R) 
N.O.X.F.).

^ r f  ~
161. 0. in C.H.F's 1152/14. Fully concur. 
Request Admiralty will issue instructions 
since their intelligence is better than is
Q - r r O I  " ] o ' h l

(N.O.X.F. 1926Z/14 to G. in O.H.F. Admty, 
SHEFFIELD).

Algie rs 
Movements.

Algiers arrivals LAMERTON, MULL,HOY, French 
convoy arrived from Bougie as follows:- 
(?ANGLEPINE) (liner) J£8 yGCHIAFFINO and 
DJEBELkUR^S) (?(cargo)), SAINT LOUIS and 
SAINT CHARLES tugs and (‘TMediterraneai, 
escort vessel W.35 and/or 1+1. Departures for 
Bone (POZARICA?), H.M.S.ALGERINE, ALARM, HULL, 
HOY, W.I&/S assault 21 and 153. For Gibraltar 
KEREN. •
(Odre Algiers. 1930Z/14).

/Your
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Operation “Torch" — ,__ 7*-
Your 215l+A/l3th. Am sailing from Bone about 
2100A(?with 5) French ships. Speed of advance 
a doubtful 9 knots. Route is 3 miles off 
(? narrow) Gapes (?one) most direct route. 
Estimated position at dawn 15th November near 
Gape Bougaroni where French ships from 
Phillippeville should R/V. Request strong 
and continuous fighter protection from dawn 
tomorrow.
(BICESTER 191+2A/H+ to F.O.I.S. ( R) BRAMHAM 
N.O.I.G.Bone.). 1 ^

SHEFFIELD, 1+11. Sailed SHEFFIELD and JAMAICA. QZH.926 
JAMAICA. (missing 902 and 3 0 } and 916) L 50 S. 385
A-* A/> (missing 383) X 861 Y 356.
. y  ( (itA.C. N.A. 191+1+Z/1I+).

Air T.C.A.0.11. Intend anti S/M air escort 15th
Activity. November all dawn to dusk. M.K.F. one Y, K X 6,

M.K.S one A, one C each. U.G.F.2 Gibraltar 
section one H. Anti S/M air search 1+ H.A.M.,

8 H.P.M. area W.K. and W.A, 1+ H one C.A.M. Area W.A, one C.A.M. 
and P.M. L.B.W.D. one C.A.M. and P.M. N.H.W.D. 5 H.A.M. and 
P.M. L.B.T. Q. Anti S/M air patrol off (?0ran) and Algiers one 
Swordfish each.
(N.C.X.F. 19U9Z/11+ to All British S. and As. concerned in 
Operation "Torch", V.A.Malta.)

/   ̂ «  A y t  .
M.K.F. l.A. E.T. A. 0130Z. KEREN and merchant ships In

company escorted by*EGRET and^T).R.P.BLYSKAV/ICA. 
'tf'^MARNIX ex M.K.F. 1A proceeding on one engine at 8 

knots escorted by*PHILANTE (?from position) O.36.
18 N. (?005° or 012°) 1|V W.
(LYNX. 2006Z/1U to F.O.C.N.A.(R) N.C.X.F.KEREN).

* ‘f'MARMix. Va n 5T
Shipping (A) Convoy M.K.F.2. departs Algiers 1730Z/15
Protection westbound 13 knots. 7 ships and 1+ escorts.
Signal. Codeword (5 groups missed) Priority 2 and A/S

escort to dusk, (b ) Convoy T.E.3. Sastbound 
2 ships for Bougie i+ for Bone. Departs Algiers 

H+00Z/I5th E.T.A.Bougie 0830Z/I6th and E.T.A. Cape Verde 
0600Z/I7th. Codeword "School." Speed 6 knots. Request 
fighter protection priority 2.
(C) Fast cruiser depart Gib. 1515Z/ll+th arrive Algiers 0800Z/15th. 
Request fighter protection priority 2.
(D; Convoy 3 merchant ship 2 destroyers westbound will be about 
15 miles north east of Jijelli at 0600Z/15th. Speed 10 knots. 
Request fighter protection priority 2.
(E) Fast cruiser departs Algiers 1100Z/15th eastbound j>0 knots. 
Will be off Cape Bougeroni at sunset. These times are approx. 
Request fighter protection priority 2 N.O.I.C. Bougie pass to 

r .A.F. Jijelli N.* 0.1.C.Bone pass to R. A. F.Bone.
( Cdre.Algiers 2010A/11). to A.O.C.E. C. (R) R.A.F.Maison Blanche, 
R.A.F.(?DJed>jelli R.A.F.Bone, N.O.I.C.Bougie., N.O.I.C.Bone 
(Corrupt Group) R. A. F.Blida).-

/Salvage....
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Salvage
vessels

Operation “Torch”, -
162. Admty. 1354/13 
344 - 1755/12)

Contd.
(Repetition of C.O. S. (W)

I am most grateful for the Admiralty’s promise of 
two salvage vessels but at the same time 
surprised that two ships capable of making the

passage should only now have been found since Salvage 
Department more than once stated that none existed. They will 
arrive a month later than was necessary.
(N.C.X. F., 2019Z/l4 to Admty. for Deputy N. C.X.F.)
Reply: Admty. 1837/17.

Bougie Important. My 2106/13 :;for 2 French ships read

another dropped 2 bombs close to ROBERTS and COXWOLD. 
INl&OLM, RYSA have proceeded to assist NARKUNDA..(ROBERTS, 2021Z/14 to Flag of S.O.I.S. (r) N.O.I.C. Bougie).'■■IT. T. in ..»R .

BRAZIL and ARGENTINA should be ready to sail 
about 17th November for inclusion in G.U.F. 2. 
Request your proposed dates of sailing of convoys 
G. U.F.l and G.U.F. 2.
(N.C.X.F. , 2100Z/14 to N.C.W.N.T.F. , (R) N.O.I.C. 
Gibraltar, F.O.I.C. Oran). *N.T. inW.R.

GR. No. 1943- Following is C. T. G.34.2 0544/14 
passed to you as C.T.F. 34 1020/14* C.T.G. 34.2 
in RANGER, CLEVELAND, SUWANNEE,SANTEE. 

Comdesron 10 in ELLYSON, EMMONS, FITCH, RODMAN, 
departed at 34.50 N. , long. 18.02 0800 November 
14 for M Base via point B. 34.30 N . , 21.00 W.

C.30.00 N. , 35.00 W. D.33.00 N . , 50.00 W.
S. of A. 13.5 knots. Predicted Chop time of passing long. 40 W. 
2200Z/17. Request air coverage as practicable approaching 
base M.
(C.T.F. 34*2 2123/14).

SCYLLA, 410. Sailed SCYLLA and CHARYBDIS to join
P W A L V i m T S  W W W  (r  V/J. 11 \  i d  j  •

(F.O.C.N.A. , 2130Z/14).
My P.C. and S. 036° 0 9 ’ N . , (?005°) 1 3 1 W. 080° 
16. CHARYBDIS in company. Request instructions. 
(SCYLLA 2145Z/14 to R.A.(A) (R) S.O. Force H).

three. Third scuttled to prevent catching fire 
(?Position) Saturday about 1800 one hostile 
aircraft machine gunned harbour and at 1900

Sailing convoy codeword GLENOE at 2100Z/(?21st) 
E.T.A. Algiers 26 hours later.
(N.O.I.C. Arzeu, 2045A/14).

G.U.F. 1, 
G.U.F. 2.

My 2154Z/11.* MOOLTAN ready to (?sail) in 
Gibraltar 15th November for U.S.A. URUGUAY

/Arrival...
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a/S search.

Operation "Torch"..

Arrivals LOUISB0RG and'^IARIGOLD.^ 1— k . i o / f .  
(V.A.C.N.A. , 21U2Z/1U). 7 L A L - A r i t }

/f>  -6*-*-My 1752. Nothing seen. Am returning. My 
P.C. and S. are 036° 25' N., 000° 08' W.,
270° 25.
(?PORCUPINE, 2235Z/1U to S.O. Force H).
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FOREIGN ST AT I PITS.

North Atlantic.
U/B. S/M sighted 1720 G.M.T. 12th in 037° 56’ N.

013° 59’ W. course 120° magnetic. A.l.
(N.A. Lisbon 0005/14 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar 
(R) Admty.)

LOUISBURG. E.T.A. 0630Z/l4th. Boiler hours. _
(LOUISBURG 0550Z/14 to F.O.C.N. A.

/ «  *

BRIDGWATER. Your 1427Z/13th not to R.A.W.Af. My P.C. 
and S. of A. are 036° 58’ N. 027° 24’ W. 
242° 12 knots at R/V 0043z/l2th. Weather. 
(BRIDGEWATER 0230Z/14 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) 
R.A.W.Af.)

ZAAN (K-%■<-) 
torpedoed.

At 0730Z/l4th SS ZAAN torpedoed port side of, 
convoy. Convoy has become scattered in north 
east gale. Only S O S  picked up. My position 
0800, 39.16 14.24.

*■(LANCASTER 0819Z/14 to C. in C. W.A. (R) Admty. 
F.O.C.L.A. ) io ̂  ̂fT t—

U/Bs It is estimated that two or more U-Boats will
M.F.K.l. be in your vicinity today.

(D.D.I.C. 0943A/14 to Escorts of M.F.K.l.)

U/B. Am over S/M in ZBXP 2840. Enemy sub. pre
viously reported was on the surface. = 0925Z/14. 
(indecypherable, if L B = 36.28 N. 00.20 W.) 
Enemy sub. previously reported still on surface. 
(A/C call sign TXCC duty W 0950Z/14 to Gib. W/t )

Your 1949/12. SS VAL DE LA HAYE should proceed 
by following route: By Spanish territorial
waters to Cape Ortegal thence along parallel 
43° 50’ N. to position 43° 50* N. 12* 30' W. 
thence up meridian of 12° 30' W. to position 
50° 00’ N. 12° 30’ W. thence to R/V with 
trawler escort at 0800 G.M.T. 2. Request 
expected date of reaching R/V may be signalled. 
(D.O.D.(H) 0952A/14 to N.A. Madrid.)

My 1949/l2th. Vessel arrives Requejada every 2 or 3 
days from Bayonne. No air escort provided normally.

(N.A. Madrid 1748/14 to Admty.)
My 0952/14 para 1. Position of R/V at 0800 G.M.T. is 

180° Bishop Rock 5.
(D.O.D.(H) 1846A/14 to N.A. Madrid.)

VAL DE LA 
HAYE.

Am over enemy sub. in 36.38 N. 00.00 E. Enemy 
sub. previously reported was on surface, am 
returning to base.
(A/C call sign TXCC K. 0955Z/14 to Gib. W/T.)

/Wellington ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

> -  619
i

14.11.1942.
Saturday.

North Atlantic - contd.

Wellington A. 950 14th Nov. Your A.X.458 13th Nov. for 
Sqdn. for A.C.A.S. (Ops) from Robb. No signal at ?744 ?244
N. Africa. 11th Nov. received. Your A.X.304 11th Nov.

(1800/11) received (3 corrupt groups) assume 
latter is signal referred to. Have already 

informed H.Q.C.C. that offer of 10 searchlight Wellingtons to 
arrive about 18th Nov. readily accepted and that remainder of 

(?Squadron) should follow when personnel accommodation can be 
found. Accommodation situation still critical, but Governor 
most helpful and if U.S. Army will agree he is proposing to 
meet our requests by temporarily moving some British troops to 
Oran. The West and East approaches to Gibraltar will un

doubtedly continue to be U-Boat danger area. Consider that 
V/ellington Squadron should operate from here and that minimum 
G.R. Squadron strength Gibraltar should be maintained at 2 
Catalina ($ or 10 Hudson and 1 Wellington.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Gib. 1000Z/14 to Air Min.)

U/B. Following has been read by Nore W/T. Am over
enemy S/M in 36.28 N. 00.12 W. Enemy S/M pre
viously reported was on surface. Have attacked 
enemy S/M with depth charges.
(A/C C/S TV5 Duty A. 1000A/14, 1005A/14,
1007A/14 to Gibraltar.)

Enemy S/M previously reported has surfaced.
&/C C/S TV5 Duty A. 1010/14 to Gibraltar.)
Have attacked enemy with depth charges estimate two hits.
(A/C Call sign TV5 Duty A. 1050/14 to Gibraltar.)

LE TONNANT Large French submarine arrived Cadiz 7 a.m. 
(French) Nov. 14th. Fuller (?details) later.
Cadiz. (Cadiz 1000/14 to B.N.A. Madrid, S.O.(l)

Gibraltar, Admty. for D.N.I.)
My 1000/14th. French submarine named LE TONI'ANT has put

into Cadiz with slight damage to steering, (?) repairing quickly 
own means and will leave as quickly as possible for Casablanca. 
Expect complete repairs today.

(Cadiz 1330/14 to Admty. for D.N.(l) S.O.(l) Gibraltar, 
B.N.A. Madrid.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 36.21 N. 00.02 W. Sighted
on surface and observed to submerge. Have 
attacked with depth charges and estimate two 
hits.
(A/C C/S TV5 Duty L 1050/14 to Gibraltar.)

Xj/b . Am over enemy S/M in 36.20 N. 00.12 E. Was on
the surface in course 180° speed 8 knots.
(A/C TR1 Duty L 1102Z/14 to Gibraltar.)

/MONTE NARANCO ..



MOST SECRET.

620
14.11.1942.

War Diary. Saturday.
’OREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - contd.
MONTE NARANCO, R.A.N.A.’s 1705 Nov. 9th. Spanish MONTE
MONTE NAVAJO. NARANOO sent in for investigation of log examined

ship 500 miles north of position mentioned on 
7th. Suggest ship sighted hy second aircraft 
was sister ship MONTE NAVAJO which left Buenos 
Aires 3 days after MONTE NARANCO. Ship re
leased immediately.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1105/14 to Admty.)

* LANDGUARD, 
LULWORTH.

#  jS'L, D&
L

P.C.S. 1100Z/l4th 035° 38’ N. 007° 01’ W. 070° 
5-g- knots. E.T.A. 0200Z/l5th. Requirements on 
arrival. LANDGUARD fuel 60 tons. LULWORTH 
fuel 70 tons, boiler water 15 tons, drinking 
water 30 tons.
(LANDGUARD 1107Z/14 to P.O.C.N.A. (R) Escort 
Group 40.)

U/Bs
Damaged.

2 damaged U-boats on surface in 036° 28' 000°
12’ W. at 1000Z and 036° (?21») N. 000° (?02*) W. 
at 1155(?Z).
(N.C.X.F. 1114Z/14 to Ships and Authorities in 
Area G.)

U/B. Am over enemy sub. in 36.21 N. 00.02 W. enemy 
sub. previously reported as ? (message not com
plete; .
(A/C call sign TV5 call sign A. T.O.R. 1117/14 to 
Gib. W/T.)

U/B. Am over enemy submarine in 38.36 N. 3.05 E. Was
sighted on surface and observed to submerge, when 
first sighted was on surface course 090° speed 
6 knots.
(A/C call sign TXCC Duty J. 1135/14 to Gib. W/T.)

WARWICK 
CASTLE 

(torpedoed)
/>/» U  o iT? 

k t x  »

S O S  received 0845 today from WARWICK CASTLE 
torpedoed in 039° 12’ N. 013° 25' W. Portuguese 
Naval Authorities presumed that in view of Naval 
activities off the coast unnecessary to send 
Man of War to look for survivors. Request you 
confirm.
(N.A. Lisbon 1139/14 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar,
(R) Admty.)

U/B Have attacked enemy with bombs dive and
attacked. estimate 4 hits.

(a/C TR1 Duty L. 1200Z/14 to Gibraltar W/T.) 
Submarine beached 36° 1? N. 0° 39' E.
(A/C call sign TR1L 1210Z/14 to Gib. W/T.)

Am over enemy S/M in 36° 16' N. 0° 33’ E. crew landing. 
(A/C TXCCW 1210Z/14.)

/U/B ...
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North Atlantic - contd.
U/B. Am over enemy submarine in 36.16 N. 02.03 W.

Sighted on surface and observed to submerge. 
When first sighted was on course 230° speed 
9 knots.
(A/C TR1 Duty M. 1242Z/14.)

Following leave Gibraltar p.m. 14th Nov.
(1) Convoy proceeding to 036° 00' 010° 00' 
at 12 knots escorted by Fleet units.
(2 ) SHEFFIELD and JAMAICA proceeding to westwards
(3) BIDEFORD escorting 1 merchant ship pro
ceeding coastwise to Lisbon.
(Capt. S.8 1304Z/14 to TIGRIS.)

(1) Toulon patrol is to be discontinued.
(2) At 0001/15th submarines are to proceed 
diving by day as follows.
P.228 direct to pass position X 043° 50’
008° 01* at 1800/15th. STURGEON through Y 
041° 41* 004° 04’ at 000l/l5th thence pass X 
at 1800/l6th.
TRIBUNE through Z 039° 19’ 000° 01* at 000l/15th 
thence to pass X at 2300/17th.

(3) P.228, STURGEON, TRIBUNE will be routed by Capt. (S) 10 
after passing position X coastwise via Genoa to establish patrol 
off Naples where Italian main units now are. Object attack 
enemy shipping but one full salvo is to be retained for use off 
Naples.(4) P.222, P.51 are to leave patrol diving by day so as to 
pass through position P 042° 01* 005° 55' at 0430/l5th and 
0600/l5th respectively and position Q 039° 15* ?(000°) 28' at 
0530/l7th and 000l/l8th respectively. Onward route to 
Gibraltar follows.
(5) All times G.M.T. all positions north and east.

(Capt. S.8 1310Z/14 to 8 S/M Flotilla (R) Capt. (S) 10.)
My 1310. P .228,STURGEON, TRIBUNE left Gibraltar on 

7th, 10th and 12th respectively.
(Capt. S.8, 1330Z/14 to Capt. (s) 10.)

Movements. 
^TIGRIS.

■jfr i*-* / * “ ■

Orders to 
S/Ms.

*TQUIBERON
A/C.

" * *  /> ■ £ 2.3 .

—>u/b .

7 (unknown planes?) bearing 160° course 110° 
position 36.50 N. 00.03 W.
(QUIBERON 1337/14 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Am over enemy S/M in 36.16 N. 02.03 S/M 
was sighted on surface and observed to submerge. 
When first sighted was on course 230° estimated 
speed 8 knots.
(A/C call sign TR1 Duty M. 1342/14 to 
Gibraltar.)

Am over enemy S/M in position 35.47 N. 10.45 W. 
sighted on surface and observed to submerge, 
when first sighted was on course 170° speed 
8 knots.
(A/C W D 3 Duty A'. 1405/14.)

/Enemy ..•
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North Atlantic — , rp

Enemy S/M previously reported was sighted on 
surface and observed to submerge. When first 
sighted was on course 135° speed 10 knots.
(A/C WD3S (?A intended) 1411/14.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 35.57 N. 08.53 W. sighted 
on surface and observed to submerge. When first 
sighted was on course 093° speed 6 knots.
(A/C WD3U 1414Z/14. )

Have attacked enemy v/ith depth charges. S/M has dived 
in 35.49 N. 09.00 ?/. S/M on surface when first sighted was on 
course 090° speed 12 knots.

(A/C WD3U 1425Z/14 to Gib. W/T.)

LEYLAND,
MIRROR.

Arrival H.M. trawler LEYLAND and cable ship 
MIRROR.
(P.O.C.N.A. 1455A/14 to Admty., (r ) N.C.S.O. Lisbon.)

Oran,
Mers-el-Kebir.

Do not send any more ships to Oran or Mers-el- 
Kebir. All berths are occupied.
(P.O.I.C. Oran 1501A/14 to N.C.X.P. (r ) 
N.C.C.T.P., P.O.I.C. Algiers.)

U/B. Am over enemy submarine in 36° 15' N. 01° 15* W. 
Was on surface, course 090° speed 12 knots.
(A/C using call sign WD3B 1520Z/14.)

VENOMOUS,
A/C.

Unknown (?aeroplane) bearing 020° 5 miles course 
090°. My position 35.06 N. 05.14 W.
(VENOMOUS 1544/14 to Gibraltar W/T.)

Shipping
Horta.

Following is a repetition of my 1508A/l4th 
incorrectly recoded (begins). F.O.I.C. Northern 
Ireland’s 1602A/11 Nov. Three ships expected 
to arrive 26th, 3 on 27th and one on 28th Nov. 
T.0.0. 1508A/I4th (ends.)
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1548A/l4 to British Vice Consul 
Horta (R) C. in C. W.A., Admty. etc.)

PORCUPINE. 
/> . C»

My 1448 (N.T. inW.D.) Nothing sighted. Catalina 
has carried out an extensive search for previous 
2 hours. Am carrying out A/S sweep in likely 
area returning to Gibraltar on completion. 
(PORCUPINE 1752/14 to S.O. Force "H”. )

/WELSHMAN ...
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North Atlantic - contd.

Sailed 1525Z for Malta via Algiers. Q.B.81, 
Q.B.B. 299, Q.B.C. 502.
(F.O.O.N.A. 1753Z/14 to Admty. etc.)

*~QUIBER0N, 
search for 
U/B.

Area searched, nothing sighted. Gibraltar's 
1114/14 and aircraft's 1210Z/14 and 1420/14. 
Suspect these reports all refer to the same 
submarine.
(QUIBERON 1801Z/14 to R.A. (A) (R) Capt. (D) 3.) 
E.T.A. 0530/l5th.
(QUIBERON 2000Z/14 to F.O.G.N.A. (R) Gapt.
(D) 3.)

Your 1219Z/15 (from C.S.S.50) received and 
understood. Arriving point B. 0600Z/15th. 
F.O.G.N.A. pass to N.C.X.F. and GUNNEL. 
(U.S. S/M SHAD 2041Z/14, to F.O.G.N.A. (R) 
Admty., G.S.S.50.)
See also R.A. West Africa 0514Z/14.

U.G.F.2.,
U/B.

Sousse
R/G.

D/F bearings on 4,540 k/cs at 1908/14 G.M.T. 
indicate U-Boat in your vicinity which may have 
reported you.
(D.D.I.G. 2115A/14 to Escorts U.G.F. 2.)

Sortie G.242 dated 14 Nov. time 0930 hours 
shows Sousse, only small craft present. 
Sousse S.P.B. no A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Gibraltar 2345Z/14 to Admty. etc.)

South Atlantic.
K.14. Salt water in few cells of main battery owing to

gas in boat, am returning by same route.
E.T.A. 0900z/l4th.
(S/M K.14 0100Z/14 to R.A.W.A.)

My 1435/l3th. Submarine returned to Freetown with
(3.6 f  6 C *t S •

(R.A.W.A. 1017Z/14 to B.A.D. etc.)

/SHAD. • • •
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South Atlantic - contd.
Your 1219/l3th (from C.S.S.50 instructions for 
SHAD etc.) was not received until 0115/l4th.
It may not he possible to warn Catalinas who 
left (corrupt group) 0100Z/l4th for Port Lyautey. 
N.C.X.P. pass to originator of 1219/l3th. 
(R.A.Y/.A. 0514Z/14 to N.C.X.P. C.T.P. 34, Capt. 
(S) 8, SHAD, HERRING, (? BARB, GUNNEL.)

GERES.

TA..*)

Capetown departures CERES by route R.8. S. of 
A. 1? knots. E.T.A. Durban 0800Z/I6th. Shifting 
to W/T organization for area J at 0200Z/l6th.
(C. in C. S.A. 0835C/14 to Admty.)

CAPETOWN. Arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 0903Z/14 to Admty. etc.)

TRUANT. My 1401/13th. All times 6 hours early. 
(R.A.W.A. 0926Z/14 to Admty. etc.)

FRANCONIA,
RUYS,
NORMAN.

FRANCONIA and RUYS escorted by NORMAN expected 
sailing 0200Z/15th due Capetown 1300Z/l8th Nov. 
S. of A. 14 knots. (Route).
(N.C.S.O. Durban 0933Z/14 to Admty. etc.)
W.D. Note.- Movement of Italian prisoners.

COMMANDANT
DETROYAT.

Mr. ^ >/.
Your 1654C/llth (re F.S. COMMANDANT DETROYAT 
overdue for refit.) concur. Propose to sail 
COMMANDANT DETROYAT for Cape Abaukir 21st Nov. 
as escort to BRITISH ENDURANCE.
(R.A.W.A. 1019Z/14 to C. in C. S.A. (R) Admty.)

MIJDRECHT,
CORINTHIAN.

Your 2045/10th. MIJDRECHT unable to arrive 
Pernambuco by 24th Nov. If delay can be accepted 
propose sailing her 22nd Nov. escorted by

\

CORINTHIAN.
(R.A.Y/.A. 1041Z/14 to Admty. etc.)

MALOJA 
( sunk 8/11.)

Norwegian ship MALOJA struck by two torpedoes 
at 1615 S.A.T./8th Nov. in 11° 25’ N. 27° 00’ W. 
U-(Group missing ?Boat) shelled ship at 1645 
from opposite side to lifeboats and was not seen. 
Ship sank at 2050. Two crew killed by torpedo. 
Survivors 30 crew, 9 D.E.M.S.
(S.0.(I.; Freetown 105iz/l4 to Admty. (R) C. in 
C. S.A.)

/Dispositions ...
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Dispositions. FORTUNE, NEPAL with convoy G.D.l 034c 

019° 30* E. 8 knots to Durban.
55’ S.

l A - u ± y  ou- a. o Knots to jjuroan.
ROCKROSE with ASGANIUS about 034° 50' S. 018°

47’ E. -to overtake convoy G.D.one at daylight 15th November. 
CERES 034° 55’ S. 022° 17’ E. to Durban 17 knots. 1 ^ - .  
(C. in G. S.A. 1101C/14 to Area Q.) f t /

ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS patrolling between 07.27 25.36 and
04.35 29.01, 12-g-io HYDRANGEA, HOLCOMBE, 2 Trawlers, 2 M.Ls
with S.T.42 05.25 11.01, 127° 9-g- at 2001Z/l4th. MORRIS DANCE, 

i.ls^-XJORINTHIAN, F.S.COMMANDANT DR0G0U,*HAL0, M.Ls,with T.S.24 
' 03.46 02.06, 197° 7?. ^DRAGON off Lagos (Nigeria) to 02.10

02.20 East thence 257° 17. FANDANGO, KELT, 3 M.Ls escorting off 
Duala to Pointe Noire 7. P.552 01.01 S. 05.15 107° 9.

(R.A.W.A. 1115Z/14 to Area P.) * *~*/-/»— / t  .
Allied submarine 17.20 20.01 360° 11-g-. Allied Naval 

unit 12.35 18.30 to 15.01 800.02 (sic) thence 010° 16.
TRUANT 10.12 17.08 295° 11 at 2000Z/l4th. ^TURCOMAN escorting 
about 12.05 31.15 292° 8j.

x /X-— %.(R.A.W.A. 1147Z/14.)

DAGOMBA 
(torpedoed 
3rd Nov.)

Portuguese Sloop BARTOLOMEU DIAS reports today 
picked up lifeboat in 007° 05* N. 016° 00’ W. 
with 21 survivors including Capt. Marshall,
Chief Officer and Chief Engineer of British 
Merchant ship DAGOMBA torpedoed 3rd Nov. 350 
miles west of Freetown. One lifeboat with 23 
survivors missing. Portuguese sloop BARTOLOMEU 
DIAS is trying to communicate with Freetown to 
suggest aircraft search.
(N.A. Lisbon 1203/14 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar (R) 
Admty., S.O.(l) Freetown.)

W/T report from unknown ship states having picked up 21 
survivors including Master of DAGOMBA torpedoed in 07° 05’ N. 
16° 00’ W. on 3rd Nov.

(S.O.I. Freetown 1804Z/14 to S.O.(l) Kingston, Admty. 
Connav.)

M.L.302. Intend M/L 302 to visit Bissao with diplomatic 
mail on 17th Nov. Request Portuguese authorities 
be notified.
(R.A.W.A. 1211Z/14 to Vice Consul Bissao (R) 
Admty., N.A. Lisbon.)

Construction 
of Jetty.

Advance general drawing corvette jetty now most 
urgently required to enable us arrange supply 
timber. List of sizes not sufficient alone as 
it may be necessary propose alternatives for 

longer timbers. Mail service from U.S.A. unsatisfactory and

£ firsa s s - s r &ss
(R.A.W.A. 1233Z/14 to B.A.D.)
Reply: 1621/16.

/LEOPARD ...
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LEOPARD. F.S. LEOPARD repaired and will be ready for sea
p.m. 17th Nov. Request destination.
(C. in G. S.A. 1247C/14 to F.N.F.L. London (R) 
Admty., G. in C. E.F., F.S. LEOPARD.)

Shipping, Your 1253/l2th. Consider routeing to Freetown
W. Africa. or Lagos would be advantageous. Request final

destination of ships be given in all cases so that 
diversion can be made if situation permits. 
(R.A.W.A. 1259Z/14 to Admty.)

TURCOMAN. Following is repetition my 1312 addressed N.C.S.O.
—  A A y * S t .  Vincent, G.V. for Vice Consul. Intend 

/J9^a^-*_L/57iLo Trawler TURCOMAN to coal and water at St. Vincent 
arriving 22nd Nov. Anticipated requirements of 135 tons of coal, 
45 tons water. Request Portuguese Authorities be notified. 
Trawler is then to escort FlSHfiSMdJV to Freetown.
(R.A.W.A. 1313Z/14 to Admty. N.A. Lisbon.)

U/B. Following has been received by Freetown W/T
1 submarine bearing 090° speed 10 knots approx, 
true course 340°. My position 15.04 N. 18.23 W. 
(A/C 7 UKF 1315/14.)

Shipping, Your 1816/12 para 2. Request you will obtain
Reference agreement with C. in C. E.F. regarding South
Positions. African reference positions and promulgate.

2. Your 1305/28 Oct. request you will promulgate 
letters for Tristan da Cunha.

3. Your 1639/7 para 2, concur; para.3, concur, Admiralty will 
promulgate references in future. Further signal will be sent 
on receipt of agreed positions as in 1 above.
(D.T.D. 1425A/14 to C. in C. S.A., C. in C. E.F.)

Weekly state Free town .EDINBURGH CASTLE. N.S. K.14,^*—
14th Nov. PHILOCTETES, BURDOCK, SOUTHERN PRIDE, Sub. P.614
< .. h i.. C  Freetown Area. Sub. TRUANT, HYDRANGEA, HOLCOMBE.

Tnkoradi area *T30RINTHIAN.*C0MMANDANT DETROYAT,
F. s/*COMMANDANT DROGOU, Sub. P.552. Lagos Area.-DRAGON. Lagos. 
MILFORD, TAMARISK, SOUTHERN GEM. " * * •  /t^A.&aS
PMnt.fi Noire. PHOEBE. COMMANDANT D'ESTIENNE D'ORVES.___?5J?atr.Sl

i a. - at. Pauls Rocks area. ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS.
N p tflchedxFERMOY.'WIVERN, VELOX, BOREAS, BRILLIANT, ^ANSITTART, 
^AN'^LOPEf^CYCLAHEN, AHMERIA, .UJL PETUNIA, WOODRUFF, CROCUS, 
-AUBbS t IA, D.C.T.B.l. VIMY, COWSLIP. On passage to U X  
SN0#R0P! Cape+ROOKROSB, BELLWORT. - 
(R.A.W.A. 16I7Z/14: to Admty. etc.) X Lao* .

n .

DRAGON.

I $  f7

Arrival and departure 14th Nov.
(R.N.O. Lagos (Nigeria) 1715Z/14 to Admty.)

T 6
/Movements
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Movements. Departure 1000Z/14th with T.S.24 CORINTHIAN,
, , F.S. COMMANDANT DROGOU, F.S. COMMANDANT DETROYAT,

4 is* MORRIS DANCE, M.Ls 278, 1209, 296. CORINTHIAN 
breaking off at position Q, for Pointe Noire, 
remainder E.T.A. Freetown 20th.
(N.O.I.C. Takoradi 1732Z/14 to Adraty.)

U.S. Patron 92. 2nd Flight of 7 planes arrived
Aircraft. Casablanca Gazes 1430 is remaining over night.

N.C.X.F. pass to R.A.F. Bathurst, Gambia, C. in C. 
U.S. Fleet, C. in C. Atlantic Fleet, R.A.W.A.F. 
and BISCAYNE.
(C.T.F. 34 1733Z/14 to R.A.F. Bathurst, Gambia, 
N.C.X.F., C. in C. U.S., C. in C. Atlantic Fleet, 
BARNEGAT, R.A.W.A.F., BISCAYNE.)

PRINCE 
BAUDOUIN.

Movements.

Intend PRINCE BAUDOUIN to call at Ponta Delgada 
to fuel at 0600Z/22nd Nov. Estimated require
ments 110 tons diesel oil specific gravity .83. 
Request Portuguese authorities be notified. 
(Sierra Leone 1811Z/14 to Admty.)

A Ah**' *Arrival 14th Nov. U.S.S. BADGER, U. S. S. Y)AVID, 
U.S.S. ELLIS. Departure 14th Brazilian Light 
Cruiser BAHIA, Brazilian Light Cruiser RIO GRANDE 
DO SUL. Brazilian Minelayer CABEDELO, Brazilian 
Surevy Vessel VITAL DE OLIVEIRA.
(R.O. Pernambuco 1831Z/14 to Admty.)

* 1  6 * *  ?

My OOlOz/3. Regret to report B.D.V. PANORAMA 
must be assumed lost.
2. PANORAMA left Freetov/n at 0900/28th October 
routed (a) 10° 00’ N. 16° 00' W.
(b) 10° 44* N. 17° 14* W.
(c) 11° 40’ N. 17° 41* W.
(d) 13° 30’ N. 17° 06’ W. and was due Bathurst
a.m. 31st October.

3. Search by two M.Gs and aircraft from Bathurst found no trace. 
U-boats were in the area at the time and it is considered 
PANORAMA was torpedoed. No indication of fate of crew but 
possible some may be prisoners or have been picked up by a ship 
not yet reported. It is recommended that PANORAMA be regarded 
as formally paid off on 30th October 1942.4 Following European crew and passengers are missing presumed 
drowned. Next of kin hot informed.
(R.A.W.A. 1840Z/14 to Admty.)

PANORAMA
Lost.

/BARDSLL ...



MOST SECRET.

628
War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - contd.

BARDELL. My 1840Z/l4th. Intend despatching B/V BARDELL
to Bathurst as soon as possible. Request Bar 
or (corrupt group) class B/V be allocated to 

Freetown vice BARDELL, also that 2 additional vessels, 1 for 
Freetown and for Takoradi, may be sent to deal with extra 
maintenance, work now being experienced at these ports. 
(R.A.W.A. 1841Z/14 to Admty.)

14.11.1942.
Saturday.

Conveyance Prisoners of War in any unescorted ship from 
of Cape to U.K. or to U.S.A. are to be limited to 500
Prisoners. 2. In escorted sailings the numbers should be

spread out as much as possible amongst the ships 
available and the principle should be adopted 

that numbers should be such that they cannot get out of hand 
and imperil the safety of passengers, crew, or ship if ship is 
torpedoed. Each case should be decided accordingly by C. in C. 
S.A. 3. B.A.D. is requested to inform U.S. Authorities.
4. Addressees pass to S.T.Os, military, and R.A.F. authorities 
on their stations.
(D.O.D.(F) Approved A.C.N.S.F. 1843A/14 to C. in C. S.A. (R) 
B.A.D. etc.)

Dakar. P.R.U. Dakar a.m./l4th. No change in major 
units.
(R.A.W.A. 1845Z/14 to N.C.X.P., N.C.W.N.T. F. , 
Admty., N.O.I.C. Casablanca, Air H.Q. Gib.)

Freetown Experience during recent R/C has again demonstrated
Combined necessity for early completion of combined
H.Q. Naval and R.A.F. Operational Headquarters in

Freetown.
2. Buildings are approaching completion but a 

move to these headquarters will be held up until the arrival of 
the following equipment (list).
3. Request very early despatch.
(R.A.W.A. 1853Z/14 to Admty.)

Durban A.M. 2107A/30. Port Defence Committee consider
Defences. scale of 6 6-inch guns at Durban and 2-6-inch

guns for Umgeni River will give sufficient defence. 
2. Scale to be made by
on Arrols and 2 6” Q.F. already installed, 

en route.
(a) 2-6” Naval 

' )  2"(■M 2-6" 15” en route.
(c) 2-6" Naval referred to in A.M. 2131/26 para.2 if Union 

f r O ?  W O .  m e .  «.F. etc.)
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P*211. After investigating Susa P.211 is to proceed
P. H I .  direct and on surface by day at C.O's discretion

f> L 32, > to patrol within 50 miles Ras Zorug (Z?urata). 
Much westbound light traffic apparent from R/C and Ras Khara 
their normal landfall.
This traffic more important and prolific than steamships, latter 
normally passing 20 miles north of Misurata to make landfall 
Ras Hamna. P.212 extend patrol northwards to Kuriat.
(Capt. S.10. 0131A/14 to P.211. P.212. (R) N.C.X.F. V.A. Malta.
C. in G. Med. Capt. S.l. Capt. S.8.)

Convoy 
B A 33

Arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Aden 0525Z/14 to Admty.)

P.45.

£-3/,

Unsuccessfully attacked one merchant ship escorted 
by an Italian destroyer LfiOftfs Class at extreme 
range in 037° 25’ 010° 11'.
4 torpedoes fired.
(P.45 0754A/14 to Capt. 3.10. (r ) C. in C. Med.)

P.46. 1. P.46 reports at 0758/6 off St. Vito fired salvo
UTMOST, at southwest bound Italian U-Boat range 3000 yards
UNA..P.u-Lf, apparently missed astern. At 1300/6 sighted large
R of P Italian southwest bound U-Boat passed out pf range.

2. At 1023/8 fired salvo at northbound,,^ECOLO 
cruiser, mistaken for 6" cruiser, escorted 6 

destroyers. 1 hit, range about 1500 yards, counter attack 
negligible although escorts Asdic fitted.
3. UTMOST reports at 1241/7 in 37.52 15.46 fired salvo at 
Liuzzi Class U-Boat course 110° range under 400 yards track angle 
100. UTMOST bows down on firing appears torpedoes ran under.
4. On arrival off Augusta before dawn 10th UNA and UTMOST unable 
to fix position due to alterations to shore lights resulting in 
UTMOST being inshore of UNA.
5. At 0625/10 having watched approach of three cruisers with 
three fleet destroyers on either beam divisions in line ahead a 
salvo was fired by UNA from 37.13 15.37 on 150 track range 5000, 
better shot prevented by destroyer harassing him. Enemy course 
275° speed 25. Two hits at 8 and 8^ minutes after firing were 
also heard by UTMOST.
6. At 0637/10 in position 37.16 15.31 UTMOST fired salvo at 3
cruisers in starboard quarter line steering 315 speed 24 knots. 
Three destroyers in similar formation between him and cruisers 
range 7,000. 2 hits claimed 9 and 10^ minutes after firing
heard by UNA.7. At 0940/10 photographic R/C showed four destroyers in Augusta 
with cruisers and consider one destroyer sunk by each submarine.
8. At 1221/10 in position 37.25 15.35 UNA having been zigzagged 
right ahead by U-Boat fired one torpedo on 180 track range 600 
yards and missed to starboard by few feet.
9. P.44 reports at 1025/8 observed column of water caused by
p]46 torpedoing cruiser though latter not in sight. P.44 closed 
and at 1400 sighted cruiser amidst smoke. At 1549 in position 
38.15 12.47 fired 2 torpedoes range 7,000 on 170 track. Tow 
could not be overtaken submerged, many destroyers circiingstHl 
making smoke, one apparent torpedo hit 7 minutes after firin0 
result unobserved Asdic Hunt commenced and avoided no depth

/charges...
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P.46.
UTMOST.
UNA
R.of P. 
Contd.

Mediterranean,.
charges, consider possible one escort hit.
10. At 1349/11 off St. Vito fired 2 torpedoes 
at small laden M/V southbound missed.
(Capt. S.10. 0915A/14 to 0. in 0. X.F. C. in C. 
Med. etc.)

Movements. Arrival 13th Nov. REDWOOD, ST. MINVER, M.L.1149 
SOUTHERN SEA.
Departure 13th Nov. T.L.Gs 100, 117, 158, 112, 
SOUTHERN SEA, SOUTHERN I3LE,*SG-1MI-TAR, BOKBURG, 
SEKSERN, BOSTON. *
(S.O^E.) Alexandria 0926B/14 to Admty. 0. in C.Med.)

PARTHIAN
enemy
destroyers.

L  3 a *

4 destroyers 188° 2.5 miles course 260° 17 knots 
my position 038° 13* 012° 00’.
(PARTHIAN 1031A/14 to Capt. S.10.)

Bi-weekly Night 10/llth Nov. 4 Halifaxes 23 Wellingtons
Opsum bombed Tobruk Harbour starting 2 large 6 smaller
No.73. fires in main jetty area. 1 4000 lb bomb burst

among group of F-Boats. Further 1 Halifax 
missing 2 Wellingtons crashed after take-off. 

(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1041Z/14.)
11th Nov. 6 Liberators 9 B.24s bombed unescorted southbound 

merchant vessel about 5000 tons 8 miles north of Benghazi. B.24s 
claim 4 hits with 1000 pound bombs, many near misses. Enemy 
fighters seen in vicinity did not attack.

(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1103Z/14.)
Part 3. Night ll/12th Nov.

12th Nov. Westbound barges attacked by between Tobruk and 
Gazala. 1 sunk another blown up. No enerqy air activity reported 
during day.

(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 1126Z/14.)

R/C Forenoon visuals? 14th Nov.
(i) Messina, Taranto and Naples - no change.
(ii) 4 destroyers at 0925A off Cape San Vito 
course westerly 25 knots.
(N.O.I.C. Malta 1042A/14 to N.C.X.F. C. in C. Med. 
(R) Force H. F.O.C.N.A. etc.)

Enemy 
units 

*-p.45. 
r* p. 247 
*•

At 1042 1 merchant ship 4 destroyers P.C.S. 037° 
48* 011° 07’ 240° 12. Move to intercept, P.45 on 
course 100° P.247 course 170°.
(Capt. S.10. 1116A/14 to P.45. P.247.)

* *  * / * A ~ * ~ 7 *

M.T.Bs. 19th M.T.B. Division, M.T.Bs 260, 262, 264 and 267
are to sail at 1700/14 from Alexandria through 
position "Cold’* 1900/14 and "Frost" 0530/15 

arrive Solium 0730/15. Constant wireless watch is to be kept 
on 2890 K/cs by 2 boats. Codeword is "Suck".

(F.O.C.C.F. 1135B/14 to S.O. 19th M.T.B. Div. (R) A.I.G. 72. 
F.O. (15th C.S.) H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. M.T.B. Advance Base.
V.10. M.3.14.)

My 1830/13. Codeword First Sub-Division "Susie" Second Sub- 
Division "Object". (C.C.F. 1143B/14 to V.10.)

/Operation,
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Operation Cancel paras 12, 13, 16.
"Stoneage" 2. 15th C.8. except EURYALUS and 5th D.F. at
< . y fJ Port Said are to proceed to Alexandria to arrive

7 in daylight 15th Nov.
3. Para 14. For 5th D.F. read 12th D.F. and 14th D.F. until 
relieved by 5th D.F. in vicinity of Alexandria (?8) buoy at 
0800/16 Nov. when 12th D.F. and 14th D.F. are to proceed 
Alexandria and (?complete with fuel).
4. N.O.I.C. Alexandria is requested to sail 5th D.F. to comply 
with para 3 above.
(C. in C. Med. 1204B/14 to F.O.R.S.F. etc.)

Black 1. Naval. (a) Night Nov. 12th small party of
Sea. Russian seamen landed near Anapa destroyed

machine gun nests and cut communication lines, 
(b) Russian report as fact that U.35 or U.37 is 

operating from Bourgas.
2. Novorossisk. Fighting mainly around Azolittkaya and 
Derbenskaya (35 K/ms S.W. Krasnodar) where Russian attacks are 
meeting strong resistance.
3. Tuapse. Little change. Enemy aircraft very active over 
front line and Tuapse itself.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 1225C/14 to Admty. Adm. Miles. S.N.O.(l) 
Istanbul.)

Orders 
to S/Ms.

’ - ^ . 4 5
'Enemy-
Destroyers.

— ^ /

Capt. S.8. 1310Z/14. See North Atlantic. 
Establish patrol forthwith within 5 miles of 
following positions^P^ 37. 30 10.30. P.221
37.30 10.07**P.247 37.24 10.17. 
(Capt. S.10. 1341A/14 to P.45. P.221. 
4th Escort Group. N. C.X.F. )* L./rta^

P.247. (R)

2 destroyers in 037° 24' 010° 07’ course 230° 12. 
(P.45 1415A/14 to Capt. S.10. (r ) C. in C. Med.)

t>f> i 3 0f 43*,

Troop 
carrying 
by enemy 
destroyer.

My 0169/10 (as received - N.T. in W.R.) Destroyer 
probably troop carrying therefore valuable target 
if close attack offers.
(Capt. S.10. 1456/14 to S/Ms on patrol.)

Operation Establish patrol line by 0400/15 Nov 3, 337
B S Marettimo Light 8, 360, 7, 270, 30.

P.43 in Southern billet (9) P.37 in Northern. 
(Capt. S.10. 1501A/14 to PARTHIAN P.37. P.43.
(R) N.C.X.F. Subs on patrol.)

THRASHER THRASHER and TRAVELLER leave Beirut searched
TRAVELLER channel at 1730B Nov. 14th for Malta. Routeing

THRASHER through.
(1) 034° 14* 034° 34' (2) 034° 14’ 018° 58’

at 0001B/19. TRAVELLER through (l) 033° 44’ 033° 58*
(2) 033° 44' 018° 58* at 1200B/19.
Both submarines proceed on the surface day 15th. Onward route 
as ordered by you. Daily advance THRASHER 160. TRAVELLER 145 
miles. (Capt. S.l. 1508B/14 to Capt. S.10. (R) C. in C. Med. etc.)

/Toulon...
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Toulon P.R.U. Toulon failed owing to weather.

(N.C.X.F. 1541Z/14 to S.O. Force H. F.O. Inshore 
Squadron. N.C.C.N.T.F.)

P.211
P.212

1 Hi,.

R/C shows much westbound small traffic in Gulf 
of Sirte mostly unescorted. P.211 has freedom 
of action to operate near the coast between 
Buer(?at) and El Agheila. P.212 proceed with 
despatch to operate between Khoms and Cape 
Misurata south of 33.00 N.
(Capt. S. 10. 1614A/14 to P.211. P.212. (R) 
N.C.X.F. C. in C. Med.)

Movements Arrival 14th Nov. HYACINTH, NORSE. Departure
Cyprus 14th Nov. HYACINTH, LYCOS (7LYCUS).

(N.O.I.C. Famagusta 1622B/14 to Admty. etc.)

Enemy From usual source: reference my 1630/11 now stated
Intelligence Rommel's differences with Hitler due to Germans

in Africa being inadequately supplied with motors 
in general. Sinking of five tankers recently has 

had decisive effect on campaign. Germans in touch with source 
now minimizing importance of African front and (even?) admitting 
that only reinforcements possible are by air. All graded A.O.
(3.0.(1.) Istanbul 1745C/14 to S.O.I. Med. (r ) D.N.I.)

Operation Your 2051/13. Would prefer daylight passage of
"Stoneage” Q B B 288 and, in view of strength and efficiency 
\ of short range fighters, position at dawn within 

* 60 miles or even 100 miles is now acceptable.
(2) Please'see Air H.Q. Malta A.627 of 14th Nov. to Air H.Q. 
Middle East with which I concur.
(V.A. Malta 1746A/14 to C. in C. Med. (R) C.S.15.)

Beached
U/B.

(?Attempt by) crew unsuccessful except for (?one) 
prisoner. (?0ne) officer and 12 ratings ashore 
in Wadicadus Bay. Unable to reembark owing to 
whaler capsizing in heavy surf on beach.

Can proceed to Gibraltar at economical speed but would prefer 
to oil in Arzeu if tanker is available and try again at 
daylight. My position LPCP 3910 (indecipherable)
(WIVERN 1813Z/14 to S.O. C.N.T.F.)

r/C Afternoon visuals 14th Nov.
enemy (1) Naples - no change.
ports. (2; Messina - cloud. Photographs a.m. - 5

cruisers 1 destroyer (in dry dock) 2 submarines. 
(3) Bizerta - photographs a.m. - 3 torpedo-boats 
2 escort vessels (d ) 9 submarines (visual of 2 
submarines in my 1302/13 was incomplete).
(V.A. Malta 1815A/14 to C. in C. Med. N.C.X.F.
(R) S.O. Force H. etc.)

/P.45...
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M/V
attacked.

P.48 
R. of P.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Have attacked one merchant ship escorted by 3 
destroyers in 037° 26* 010° 12* course 060° 14 
knots, 1 torpedo fired.
(P.45 1830A/14 to Capt. S. 10. (R) 0. in G. Med.)

All torpedoes expended, nothing hit. Am returning 
to Gibraltar through 037° 54' 007° 59’ E at 0600/15 
No A/S patrol in Bizerta Roads but great aircraft 
activity including many transports to and fro 
daily. Have informed P.221 that my billet is 
vacant. Weather report.
(P.48 1831A/14 to Capt. S.10. (R) Capt. S.8.
G. in C. Med. S/Ms on patrol. N.C.X.F.)

OSSAG My 1020C/lst OSSAG sailed Lagosta today.
ALBARO My 1539/5th ALBARO still here.

(S.04-) Istanbul 1832/14 to S.O.I. Med. (R) 
S.l. D.N.I.)

CLYDE After passing Gape Palos proceed within 5 miles of
1 Lto Spanish Coast keeping outside territorial waters.

Keep a good look out for U-Boats. No British 
S/M in your vicinity.
(Capt. S.8. 1844Z/14 to CLYDE.)

Provision 
of Q
information 
to ships.

Your 1928/31 Oct. (see East Indies p.995) 
Difficulties are anticipated.
(C. in C. Med. 1901B/14 to Admty. (R) C. in C. 
E.F. F.O.R.S.C.A.)

Bardia. Situation report. Bardia. Jetty completely
demolished. No alongside berth for any type of 
craft but 5 landing craft can be discharged on 
unsheltered beach. Water believed good condition. 
(S.0.(I.) Med. 1945/14 to Admty.)

P.35. My 2359A/11. If you have 2 or more torpedoes
remaining do not withdraw and report but remain 
within 20 miles of position C. Conserve torpedoes. 
Further signal will be made.
(Capt. S.10. 2032A/14 to P.35, (r ) N.C.X.F.)

Following is extract from my 2026B/14th (N.T. in 
W.D. - personal to 1st. S.L.) to Admty. about 
interview I had today with Godfroy.
"He will not come over to us yet but I have not 

completely given up hope. He made the following points:- 
1. (?Government) wanted to know what has happened regarding
Petain, Darlan, Esteva etc. I told him all I know.

A dm.
Godfroy.

/2 He is..
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2. He is extremely anti-Gaullist for the harm 
they have done to France by their propaganda.
3. It would be easier to come over if a French 
government were formed in Algeria.
4. He sincerely hopes Giraud will act

independently of de Gaulle, as if the latter gets into North 
Africa it will wreck French opinion.
5. His officers and ships company are so bitter because our 
action has caused Hitler to occupy Vichy and for the losses their 
navy has incurred.
6. He would be greatly influenced by a message from Esteva in 
whom he has great faith: possibly by Darlan but I am not so sure. 
He hopes for a message from De La Borde but I warned him cypher 
probably compromised by Germans. I fear De La Borde's influence 
if he is still in Toulon will be adverse.
Your 2236/13 Nov. just received. Anything Darlan will do to 
ginger up Godfroy will be useful but Esteva will have more 
weight. I fear he will pay more attention to De La Borde than 
anybody else.
(C. in C. Med. 2036B/14 to N.C.X.F.)

picked up by P.212 of whom 26 were British and 36 Italian. 
About 12 had to be left in the water owing to approach of an 
enemy Asdic fitted patrol craft.
(D.O.R. 1188, 19th Nov. - no signal in W.D.)
Am returning to Malta with 53 British prisoners of war and 
Italians including wounded on board E.T.A. end of searched 
channel 1000/15th running on surface (?by night).
(P.212 2050A/14 to Capt. S.10. (R) N.C.X.F. C. in C. Med.
V.A. Malta.)

Malta 1.108 14 Nov. C.S.R. Malta.
Air Night 13/14. No enemy air activity.

Beaufighters continued armed R/C patrols against Axis transport 
aircraft in Lampedua area and Tunisia - Sicilian Channel.
1005, 8 long range Spitfires attacked and destroyed 1 BR.20 E of 
Cape Bon flying north at sea level.
1015. The same Spitfires intercepted 35 enemy transport aircraft 
escorted by 12 Me.110s 20 miles N.E. of Cape Bon flying N.E. at 
sea level. 3 Spitfires attacked and destroyed 1 Me.110 and 
damaged 1 possible Ju.90 and 1 Me.110. 1 Spitfire had engine
trouble and probably landed in South Tunisia.
1430. Another 8 long range Spitfires attacked and destroyed 1 
BR. 20 and 1 SM. 82 15 miles N.E. of Cape Bon flying N.E. at sea 
level. 15 Beaufighters made armed R/C patrols in Tunisian - 
Sicilian Channel.1245. PR Spitfire on Tunisian R/C sighted 25 miles E of Cani 
Island 24 transport and bomber aircraft escorted by 10 Me.109s 
flying south and signalled sighting to 8 Beaufighters on armed 
r/C in that area. Beaufighters attacked and destroyed 1 twin 
engined bomber 1 Ju.88 and 1 Me.109. 2 Beaufighters are missing

SCILLIN
sunk.

P.212 sanx itaxian northbound M/V SCILLIN off 
Kerkenah at 0800/14. Reported that out of 1000 
on board 780 were British prisoners, 200 Italian 
military, remainder crew. Of these, 62 were

Report Day 14th. 0800, 4 Spitfires up for raids which
turned back before reaching Malta. Today 32 long 
range and short range Spitfires and 15

/believed...
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believed collided when entering cloud cover.
7 Beaufighters were despatched to carry out a low 
flying dusk attack on Tunis aerodrome preliminary 
reports show that 8 enemy aircraft were destroyed 
and 1 damaged.
(A.H.Q. Malta 2109Z/14.)
Part 2 of 1.108 C.S.R. (all R/C etc.)
(A.H.Q. Malta 2123/14.)

P.R.U. Sortie C/604 date 14 Nov. time 1240 hours 
shows - Toulon. Since 10 Nov. one Bougainville 
Sloop one Elan Class escort vessel and two S/Ms 
returned to port. Only other changes in shipping 

since that date are internal movements as follows. Battlecruiser 
STRASBOURG and Galissonniere Cruiser from dry dock to former 
berths at Port Lagoubran. Two Galissonniere Class Cruisers and 
three S/Ms to dry dock as well as internal movements of one 
Suffren Class Cruiser and six Contre Torpilleurs and destroyers. 
Onet'Alcyon Class Destroyer moored to buoy near mole at harbour 
entrance. Only change in merchant shipping is movement of two 
tankers from Port Lagoubran to the Baie De La Seyne. Ex
battleship L*OCEAN remains as guardship at Mandrier.
Jetties of Port Lagoubran five Loire 130 afloat.
St. Mandrier seaplane base two Leo H 257 and two Loire 130 
visible.
Hyeres aerodrome 26 small French fighter A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Benson 2140/14 to Admty. etc.)

4 destroyers approx, course and speed north 21 in 
position 038° 10’ 011° 28’ at 2137A/14. Hit and 
probably sank merchant ship escorted by Italian 
destroyer Generale Antonio Cantore Class and 
aircraft off Marittimo at 1655 Friday 13th. 
(PARTHIAN 2231A/14 to Capt. S.10. (R) C. in C. Med)

PARTHIAN
M/V
probably
sunk.

Toulon
R/C.

P.45 Retire to north west with despatch and report
P.221*— />.4s/, number of torpedoes fired and remarks on Bizerta 
P. 247 £— />/>4.}*,uvaPProac1:i r’ou‘te» returning to patrol position by 

dawn (corrupt group - Possibly 20th.) P.221
assume billet vacated by P.(?48).
(Capt. 3.10. 2345A/14 to P.45. P.221. P.247.) 
Replies: P.221 0032/15. P.45 0121/15.
P.247 0142/15.

Air R/C Sortie C/605 D.A. A. STE/WPR 1/14/NOV./42.
Italian B. 1350 hrs. C. Genoa - Savona - Aosta,
ports. D. Genoa at 1330 hrs. - only active naval units

present are two S/Ms in D/D and one D/R 320 ft. 
as on 10 Nov. Active merchant shipping comprises 

liner ROMA 520 ft. tanker and seventeen M/Vs. 200/450 ft. Smoke 
seen rising from several points in the area behind eastern end of 
docks. Savona at 1320 hrs. - no shipping importance present. 
Aosta photoed nothing to report.
(P.R.U. St. Eval 2350A/14 to Admty. etc.)

Operation
’’Sneeze"
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JOHN W. 
MACKAY.

East Indies.
Your 2105A/6th Nov. JOHN W. MACKAY is now 
proceeding to lay and buoy diversion cable.
On completion she will be sailed Addu Atoll with 
Anti S/M escort for Bombay.
(2) Master requests instructions disposal 
2 shore ends E type cable.
(N.O.I.C. Colombo, 0343Z/14 to Admty).

EMPIRE
DEFIANCE

attacked.
Following has been read SSSS 14.25 N., 81.01 
E. EMPIRE DEFIANCE missed by two torpedoes. 
(Colombo, W/T, T.O.R. 0821Z/14).

SHAPINSAY *^(?Left). 14th for (?Maroantsetra) whaler 
SHAPINSAY E.T.A. 0700Z/15th. sails for 
Diego Suarez about l6th after loading cargo 
(?freight) additional escort changed (corrupt 
syllable) MRA.

((?N. 0.1.C.*Tamatave) 1035Z/14 to Admty C. in C. 
E.F. , etc.) *  ^  Jfc**. A. <*///,/>?.

PLADDA Sailed PLADDA through P. 015° 00' S., 052°
54* E. 2. E.T.A. Mauritius 1100Z/18.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez, 1101Z/14 to C. in C.
S.A. , C. in C. E.F., Admty. N.O.I.C. Mauritius).

Movements Colombo departures 14th Nov. nil,Arrivals 
0130Z,LAUNCESTON,04 (50?), OKAPI,1220Z JAY. 
13th November blank.
(S.O. Colombo, 1352Z/14 to Admty etc). 
Departure 14th Nov. RANCHI, MAURITIUS.
(F.O.E.A. and Z. 1504Z/14 to Admty).
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f o r e i o n s t a t i o n s.

America and West Indies.
U/B Sub. reported seen at 2045Z/13. Position 045°

04’ N 065° 59' 30" W.
(O.O.A.C. 0015Z/14 to GB7A.)

U/B Following from F.O.N.F. "A D C reports S/M in
vicinity 047° 34’ N 053° 13' W at 0155Z/14". 
(G.O.A.C. 0300Z/14 to GB7A.)

SS. QUEEN New York arrived a.m. 13th H.M. Transport QUEEN
ELIZABETH. ELIZABETH.

(N.S.H.Q. 0323Z/I4 to D.S.T. )

U.S. Sub. notice. U.S.S. HAKE departed Newport 
1900Z/14 proceeding unescorted on surface north 
of Block Island to New London. Arriving about 

* 2400Z/14.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 0335/14.)

A.T.29. Arrangements should be made for 250 U.S.
Constructional Personnel for West Africa to be 
accommodated in A.T.29. Onward conveyance to 
West Africa is being arranged in vessel leaving 
U.K. about 2nd Dec. and arriving West Africa about 
15th Dec.
(D of S.T. 0632A/14 to B.A.D.)

U.G.F. 3. In view of loss of NISUW ZEELAND and delay to
SIBAJAK neither of these ships will now be 
available for U.G.F.3 as previously intended.

2. P.S.T.O. X.F. has therefore been requested to sail MOOLTAN 
to New York presumably in G.U.F.1 for this purpose. Anticipated 
date of arrival will be reported.
3. MOOLTAN has total accomo^dation of 4305.
(D.S.T. 0633A/14 to B.A.D.)

^WINCHELSEA
FAME

* Uif,o
U K-

F.O.N.F. 1548/13th. As WINCHELSEA is required to 
rejoin B 4 Group 23 she may be sailed to U.K. with 
H.X.215. FAME will rejoin B 6 for return convoy. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1002Z/14 to F.O.N.F. C.T.24.)

M.T.B.340 grounded on reef while entering 
Bridgetown Barbados and sustained following 
serious damage keel fractured before bulkhead 
473 large holes and several small holes below 

chine. In view of damage do not consider boat, worth repairing. 
Engines and fittings being salvaged. Board cf enquiry is being 
convened.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1041Q/14 to S.B.N.O. W.A. Admty. etc.)

M.T.B. 340 
grounded.

/Issue...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Since regular signalled supply of "Q" Messages 
direct to U.S.R.Os has not yet begun, suggest 
this important matter requires further consideration 
before new "Q" system comes into force.
(2) At present B.R.L.Os where they exist supply 
U.S.R.Os with "Q" information (Niro chapter III 
Section A para 11 and my 2141?4/ll/42.)

(3) If future policy is for U.S.R.Os to receive all "Q" 
messages for contiguous areas it would appear necessary that 
those U.S.R.Os who have to route ships to U.K. should also 
receive Fleet and Special Fleet Notices to Mariners since these 
embody cancelled Q.Z.H. messages and information without which 
adequate routeing instructions cannot be prepared.
(4) In order to avoid flooding routeing officers with a mass
of information which must be paraphased (reworded and rearranged) 
before issue to Masters and also to ensure standardisation 
suggest (A) that a separate series of Q.Z. messages be instituted 
for use of routeing officers. These messages to be selfcontained 
and give all essential information for those ports only to which 
Ocean ships have to be routed and in form which can be given to 
Masters Verbatim. (b ) That other areas contiguous to U.S. 
strategic area should follow similar procedure issuing one series 
of "Q” messages for Warships and another in form which can be 
given to Masters Verbatim.
(5) The alternative to (4) appear to be for some Central 
Authority to issue to U.S.R.Os and "Q" information necessary for 
routeing in a form such as WIMRI. C. in C. A.W.I. 1232/9/7/42 
refers.
(6) While present system remains in force and B.R.L.Os are 
responsible for correctness of U.K. portions of routes reduction 
in their staffs is unlikely since considerable decyphering is 
necessary. If R.L.O. should have to decypher all messages 
increase in some staffs may be necessary.
(S.B.N.O. W.A. 1132Q/14 to Admty. (R) B.A.D. N.S.H.Q.)
Reply: B.A.D. 2103/17.

Issue 
of "Q” 
Messages 
to
U.S.R.Os.

Independent
ships,
routeing.

G.I.R.O. Chapter 2 para 25. Lists a number of 
ports where U.S. R.Os are stationed and where 
there is no B.R.L.O. Request confirmation that 
U.S. Routeing Authorities have no intention of 
routeing independent ships on ocean routes from 
these ports. A.M. 1854/9th Nov. promulgated in 
my 1049/11 Nov. refers.
(C. in C. A.W.I. (sic) 1139Q/14 to B.A.D. (R) 
Admty. etc.)

LARIAT Your 2009/10. As H.M.R.T. LARIAT cannot dock
before 23rd Nov. owing to repairs to dock following 
will be probable programme: leave Trinidad 20th 

Nov. arrive Barbados 21st Nov. dock 23rd Nov. undock 26th Nov. 
leave Barbados 27th Nov. arrive Norfolk p.m. 3rd Dec. ready to 
leave Norfolk p.m. 4th Dec.
2. Ship will proceed by direct route unescorted.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1142(^14 to B.A.D. (R) Admty. S.B.N.O. ..A.)

/Canadian
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FOREIGN STATIONS,

Canadian
shipbuilding

America and West Indies - Contd.
Your 2138/2..Consider that single screw corvettes 
are of more value than Algerines for A/S escort 
on ocean waters. In heavy weather former should 
obtain better Asdic results and be more comfortable 

owing to their build and greater draught. Their speed and 
endurance is also slightly higher.
2. For coastal work under good weather conditions there should 
be little to choose between the two classes.
(D.A/S.W. Approved A.C.N.S.^T) 1153A/14 to N.S.H.Q.)

ZAALDAM 
(sunk 
2nd N ov.)

Trinidad reports Dutch ZAANDAM sunk 1728 G.M.T. 
2nd, 001° 17* N 036° 40’ W. Saved 104 out of 299 
of whom 65 were survivors on passage from Cape. 
Remainder lost.
(S.O^I.J Jamaica 1158/14 to Admty. etc.)

LOBELIA
ACONIT

Request LOBELIA, ACONIT may visit Saint Pierre 
during next lay-over.
(C. in C. W.A. 1159Z/14 to C.T.F.24. (R) Admty. 
F.O.I.C. Greenock. Capt. D. Greenock. HARVESTER. 
LOBELIA. ACONIT.)

Movements 1800 G.M.T./14th.
summary. Ship. Position. Course. Speed.

Convoy
W.S.24. 12j° S 36^° W. 251° 12^

d/i BRIDGEWATER 35|°N 31° W. 234° 12
(D.O.D. (F.) 1201A/14 to Opnav. (r ) Comnaveu.)

T.A.G. 21. Departure U.S. destroyer BLAKELEY U.S. Ship 
SAUCY U.S. Ships P.C.489.‘574. P.C.576 escorting 
T. A G. 21.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1212Q/14 to S.B.N.O. W.A.)

TATNALL 
P.C.590.

My 1252/13th. U.S.S. TATNALL and P.C.590 
departed without entering Port.
(S.0.(I.) Kingston 1244R/14 to Admty. etc.)

WATCHMAN E.T.A. St. Johns N.F. 0500Z/15th. Request
.. ambulance one rating critically ill diagnosis 

uncertain. Gyro compass suspension broken and 
0 ' type 271 out of action. Request Cape Spear Light. 

F.O.N.F. pass to C.T.24.
(WATCHMAN 1526Z/14 to C.T.24. F.O.N.F.)

U/B
positions.

14th Nov. S/M estimate and U.S. S/M Notice.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1545/14, 1546/14, 1615/14, 
1616/14, 1617/14, 1820/14.)

Movements. U.S.S. VULCAN escorted by U.S. destroyers MAC- 
LEISH and BABBITT departed Argentia at 1200Z/14 
for Iceland.(C) via -

/(D) 046°....
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America and West Indie
046° 24’ 054° 09' (E) 046° 21' 052° 18
056° 58' 044° 55' S of A 17.

All practicable air coverage requested. S.O. 
present afloat Iceland pass to A.C.I.C. Com. 
Greenland patrol pass to Com. Greenland Air 
Detachment.
(C.T. 24. 1615Z/14 to Cominch C & R etc.)

C.T.G.34.2. Following C.T.G. 34.2 0544/14 passed to you for 
i-—  A <0 /6 . information: "C.T.G. 34.2 in RANGER, CLEVELAND,
Ufx 'Tr*t uJL'} SUWANNEE, SANTEE, Comdesron 10 in ELLYSON, EMMONS, 

FITCH, RODMAN departed 34.50 N 18.02 0800/14 Nov. for base M via 
points B 34.30 N 21.00 W. C. 30.00 N 35.00 W. D. 33.00 N 
50.00 W S of A 13.5 knots. Predicted Chop time of passing 40° W 
2000Z/17 Nov. Request air coverage as practicable approaching 
base M."
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1620/14 to Admty. C.T.G. 26.5.)

Attacks U.S. Press are bringing great pressure to bear on

(A) First Lord included submarines sunk by U.S. Navy in his 
report on British Navy's successes against submarines.
(B) British Ministry of Information took upon itself to report 
how a U.S. Catalina sunk a U-Boat off Iceland (20th August.)
(C) British Navy continue to release pictures of actions against 
submarines and of captured crews.
(D) Admty. announcement on 9th Nov. regarding two U-Boats being 
sunk and several others damaged in a recent battle with a convoy, 
presumably S.C.94 on 6th August.
3. Navy Dept, request they may be informed before any such 
publications are made in future, and that Admty. may forward a 
general statement of policy which may be applicable to both natio: 
(B.A.D. 17 27Z/14 to Admty. (R) N.S.H.Q.)

*•*WATCHMAN, ARL4VU3A, DAHLIA, MONKSHOOD, WALLFLOWER, 
designated ocean escort to join in Westomp. 
(C.C.N.F. 1731/14 to C.T.U. 24.18.6. (r ) C. in C.

012.37 N 069.05 W.
(Kingston 1741R/14 to Admty.)

Cancel my 1926/13, Western Local Escort South.
T.U. No. (?24) 18.3. sailing NIAGARA (American 
? 3.Oj intended) LINCOLN at 0700Z/16 and RIMOUSKI, 
EDMUNSTON, MELVILLE escorting H (? 0) N,5.142.
6 ships at 1900Z/15. All arrive^ at 10 miles 315° 
from H 0 M P at 1900Z/16.
(C.O.A.C. 1744Z/14. 0045/15 to C.T.U. 24.18.5.
(R) C.T. 3rd U.S. Nav. Dis. New York. T.U.24.18.3. 
Admty. C.E.S.F. Connav. N.S.H.Q. C.T. 24. F.O.N.F. )

on U/Bs 
publicity

U.S. Navy to release for publication stories and 
pictures of actions against U-Boats as they occur 
2. As an argument for doing so they quote the 
following facts;-

H.X.215 Task Unit 24.1.15 HURRICANE (S.0.)*WINCHELSEA

^  ^ it- - .* -*  f*.—»~ f  C *

Guantanamo W/T reports S/M sighted 1640Z/14 inU/B

/MEADOWSWEET..
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MEADOWSWEET.
America and West Indies - Gontd.
On completion engine trials 15th Nov. sail 
MEADOWSWEET to Halifax with despatch reporting 
E.T.A. C.T.F.24 is requested to indicate latest 
date MEADOWSWEET should arrive at Argentia. 
(C.O.A.C. 1829Z/14 to N.O.I.C. St. John N.B.
(R) C.T.F.24. N.S.H.Q. F.O.N.F. C. in G. W.A.)

O.N. 143. Understand (2 corrupt groups) KING- (Pan.) broke
down with engine trouble East position X. BARRIE 
standing by with instructions to report situation 

and escort to Halifax when defects remedied. O.N.143 P.C.S.
231° position X 16 (B) course 231° 8 knots. Request escort for 
O.N.143 be augmented if possible. Weather report.
(C.T.U. 24.18.4. 1830Z/14 to C.O.A.C.)

-Sub.--------  / Para A. CITY OF RIPON torpedoed sunk 08.40 N
attack 59.20 W 0727Z/11.
and Para B. STEEL SCIENTIST two torpedo hits,
sighting H.M.S.£L0MAN attacks sub. 11.06 N 56. 55 W
summary. 1409Z/12.

Para C. WILLIAM A. McKENNY U.45 type. Surface 
craft attack sub. on surface 56.53 N 23.34 W 

1615Z/12 sub. sighted 12.53 N 69.37 W 0830Z/13. Ferry boat 
sights sub. 45.04 N 65.59 W 2045Z/13. Coast watchers sight sub. 
area 47.34 N 53.13 W 0155Z/14.
(Cominch 2016/14 to Admty. for O.I.C.)

U/B. S/M sighted by Pan Air Pilot 1700 G(?M)T/14th Nov. 
012° 15’ N 075° 05’ W.
(S.O.I. Kingston 2103R/14 to Admty. etc.)

QUESNEL E.T.A. 0300Z/15 in company BRANTFORD. Boiler hours
BRANTFORD fuel required.

(QUESNEL 2103Z/14 to C.O.A.C. (R) Capt. D. Halifax.)

U/B
positions.

C.E.S.F. 1745/14. S/M estimate 0800Q/15. 
(Comnaveu 2114/14 to Admty.)

0-U/B----------- ^Connav Serial 13 and 14. CITY OF RIPON torpedoed
Campaign. ‘sunk 08.40 N 59.20 W 11th Nov. EL LAGO overdue

New York from U.K. since 27th Oct. STEEL 
NAVIGATOR Serial 30 was torpedoed sunk 19th Oct. 

49.20 N 32.00 W convoy O.N.137. TITUS Serial 5 arrived 
Liverpool undamaged. Part of crew abandoned ship during attack 
and were landed at Iceland.
(Connav 2121/14 to Comnaveu.)

/Gas.
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America and West Indies - Contd.
J.S.M. 477 14th Nov. 1942.
Ref. J.S.M. 379* and your O.O.S.(W) 283* and 287*. 
Report by Combined Planners (C.O.S. 106/1) copy of 

which has already been sent by air, was considered by C.C.S. 
yesterday.
2. In our view this document is innocuous if not very useful.
Its evolution has, however, been of value in educating the 
Americans and clearing their minds on whole subject of gas 
warfare. Their staffs have come round to our way of thinking.
3. Policy contained in it is covered by instructions in your 
C.O.S.(w) 283. Action laid down in directive is, in fact, already
in hand through normal liaison and working of Combined Agencies 

and is in line with your C.0.S.(Y/) 287. War and Navy Depts. now 
realise need for ensuring that gas enthusiasts are not allowed 
to embark on excessive production programmes (vide para 3 (h) of 
directive).
4. We accordingly agreed to approve C.O.S. 106/1 subject to 
textual amendment by substitution of "Anglo-American" for 
"United Nations" in directive. Amended version issued as C.C.S. 
106/2.
5. Canadian, Australian and New Zealand Missions have been 
informed as instructed in para 6 of your C.O.S.(W) 283 and will 
be given copies of C.C.S. 106/2.
6. U.S. Chiefs of Staff informed of arrangements for confirming 
use of gas against us as instructed in para 1 of C.O.S. (W) 283. 
(J.S.M. Washington 2215Z/14 to C.O.S. London.)
* W.R. Note: Ascertained from A.M.(SSO) that copies of these
messages were sent 1st S.L. only.
T.O.Os. 1909/7 Sept. 1515/11 Sept, and 1920/17 Sept, respectively.

War Diary.

Gas.

Washops. Guadalcanal. Eastern Plank U.S. ground forces
completed 11th Nov. (corrupt group) enemy group 
near Tetere then withdrew west of Metapon River 

while patrols intercepted large groups escaped from Tetere 
(corrupt group) south west. West Plank halted noon 11 Nov. then 
withdrew east of Matanikau River thus releasing troops for defence 
against further possible landings.
(2) Since 11th Nov. numerous Japanese Task Forces have been 
engaged by U.S. Naval and Air Units to support (sic) attempted 
landings by groups of 10 to 12 transports. U.S. Naval Units and 
aircraft have replied vigorously and claim substantial successes. 
No landings reported up to 0800/14th.(3) 20 to 25 Japanese torpedo bombers with 8 fighters attacked 
U.S. transports unloading Guadalcanal 12th Nov. U.S. fighters 
shot down 16 torpedo bombers and 5 fighters losing 4.
(J.S.M. Washington 2237Z/14 to Admty.)

/Combined...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
J.S.M. 478 14th Nov. Your C.O.S.(W) 342.
Combined wireless procedure discussed by C.C.S. 
yesterday. We based our case (vide C.C.S. 119/1.) 
primarily on operational considerations stated in 
your para. 1.

2. Matter is clearly one in which one side or the other must 
give way completely if combined procedure is to be agreed, since 
real point at issue is basic form of message. Compromise on 
this impossible.
3. Attitude of U.S. Navy certainly hard to justify, but they 
are like that. Strong personal feelings have obviously been 
aroused. They consider their procedure superior and made most 
exaggerated claims concerning it. Admiral Horne even went so 
far as to say they would have lost Solomons if L.C.C. procedure 
had been used. Dispassionate consideration of facts in rather 
complicated technical matter seems impossible in this atmosphere. 
Decision was accordingly deferred till next week, though they are 
anxious to get matter settled quickly.
4. Only two courses seem open, both of which involve difficulty 
for one side or the other:-
(a) To decline politely to change. This would leave L.C.C. in 
force in most places, but U.S. resentment would be intense. 
Admiral Leahy, who is usually most fair-minded, is not in favour 
of their giving way. Result would therefore be failure to 
evolve agreed combined procedure for worldwide use. Your para. 4 
seems to rule out this solution.
(b) To accept so-called compromise procedure which is really 
JAN and achieve agreement, stipulating, of course, gradual 
introduction as operations permit. Acceptance might be on 
condition that this procedure is only for combined operations, 
or for use in any area in which U.S. and British operations are 
so interdependent that common procedure is essential. We are not 
sure to what extent this would involve changing procedure inside 
our own Services and thus retraining all signallers, including 
Indian.
5. We are dealing with people not amenable to reasoned argument. 
With this in mind, please instruct us by Thursday, 19th, whether 
we are to give way or not.
(J.S.M. Washington T.0.0. 2301Z/14 to C.O.S. London.)
See also 2055Z/16.

Combined
Wireless
Procedure.

HAKE U.S. S/M Notice.
l , „ U.S.S. HAKE leaves Newport 1600Z/15 unescorted to
• ' 7' operate on surface north of Block Island.

Returning Newport 2100Z/15.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2329/14 to Admty.)
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Australia and New Zealand.
Arrival Newcastle 12th Nov. (3 corrupt groups) 
INVERELL. Departure Brisbane 13th U.S. destroyer 
HENLEY on patrol.
(N.B. Melbourne 0344Z/14 to Admty. C. in C. E.F. 
N.Z.N.B. C.O.I.C.)

Digest Serial No. 296 Nov. 13th.
7 Fortresses attacked shipping Buin Faisi area 
early morning 13th scoring one direct hit 2 near 

misses on one light cruiser or large destroyer, one hit on light 
cruiser or destroyer near misses one destroyer one large transport 
bombs on runway dispersal area and dump Buin aerodrome.
2. Reports Buin shortlands area 13th indicate 24 vessels there 
at 1945Z/12 including 2 heavy cruisers one light cruiser two 
sloops or minelayers six destroyers one probable seaplane tender 
2 landers ten merchant vessels also five flying boats. All 
cruisers and four destroyers departed morning and ten merchant 
vessels with six destroyers arrived from south east during 
afternoon making total 33 vessels including probably eight 
destroyers two sloops or minelayers two landers 20 merchant 
vessels one probable seaplane tender. Recco. Fortress following 
above attack reports one merchant vessel burning early morning 
this aircraft unsuccessfully intercepted by four fighters.
3. One destroyer one 8,000 ton merchant vessel one 4,000 ton 
merchant vessel Kavieng harbour afternoon 13th 15-20 bombers 
observed on aerodrome. No activity Lorengai.
4. Our forward troops reach Kumuci river. Some enemy troops 
contacted Wairope area but these dispersed and moving north. 
Captured natives state enemy crossed Kumusi night 12/13th and 
proceed by lorries towards Buna.
5. Beaufighters strafed barges Cape Billerton and collapsible 
boats Amboga river morning 13th.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 1401Z/14 to Admty. etc.)

War Diary.

Movements.

Situation.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions at 1300A/14 
(D.D.I.C. 1441A/14. 1452A/14.)



1. The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows*.-.
HJME COMMANDS 
(Classification 
by subjects)

FOREIGN STATIONS 
(Classification 
by stations)

policy
Defence of United Kingdom
Movements
Operations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats 
Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys
North Atlantic 
South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East Indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e.g . when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences

(a) Movements of H.H. Ships (prepared by Operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b ) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(l September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot' (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) paily Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.
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UNBEATEN
lost.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
M.T.Bs 32, 30 and 69 attacked three small merchant 
vessels escorted by a trawler about 15 miles west 
of Hook of Holland last night and possibly hit one ship. The enemy opened fire when the M.T.Bs 
disengaged, but the latter were not hit.

VESPER made contact with 3 E-Boats about 15 miles east of Lowestoft at 0433. She drove them off, 
but they apparently returned and they were 
engaged again by VESPER, who probably severely 
damaged one of them and herself suffered some 
casualties. It is thought that other groups of E-Boats were operating in the area. Later, a 
group of two E-Boats (apparently the first of the 
above groups) was attacked with gunfire by M.L.201 
and M.G.B.103 when steering east about 50 miles east of Harwich and many hits were seen. Our 
forces received no damage or casualties.

S/M UNBEATEN is overdue from anti-shipping 
operations in the Bay of Biscay and Operation 
"Bluestone" which latter she reported completed 
at 2359/1.

Operation "Torch".
N.C.X.F. today transferred his flag to AURORA. The flag of 3.0. Force H was transferred to 
NELSON this morning.
The flag of C.S.10 was transferred from SHEFFIELD 
to BERMUDA at 0001Z today.

V Force H. DUKE OF YORK, FORMIDABLE, BERMUDA, 
ARGONAUT, SIRIUS, ESKIMO, ASHANTI, TARTAR, PENN, 
PATHFINDER, PARTRIDGE, OPPORTUNE and PORCUPINE arrived at Gibraltar 0720Z today to fuel.
RODNEY and FURIOUS arrived this evening but had to remain under way in the bay whilst the anchorage 
was being cleared.

The bulk of the assault convoy: are now en route 
to the U.K.

SHEFFIELD and JAMAICA sailed for the U.K., 
carrying out an anti raider sweep en route.

The minesweeper ALGERINE was reported lost about 
0400 today from-esmse-unknown, off Bougie.
£*\Jl L4j /Afc.//** i/n fitrciAHum■ (fc

/MARNE...



ANSON MAY.—In croud and loving memory of Sub- 
Lieutenant H. D. Anson May, D.S.C., R.N. (Fleet Air 
Arm), and his friends, who lost their lives by the sinking 
of H.M.S. Avenger on Nov. 15. 1942.________________

-  _____  A /S ub.-Lt. (A)
. .. .  lost Mediterranean, April, 
and beloved mother.. R hoda

____ on Sept. 19. 1949. “  Thy Will
D ad4 y, John, M ary, Pat.
T. OIK.  C ross, Rifle Brigade, killed 
rvinglwith 1st Bn. Middlesex Regt.. 
ever-frcscnt memory of our beloved

birthday, of our j illant P eter, 
B. Ashbrooke, R 
and his precious

DANSON.—In precious memory of Lt. S. H. Danson. 
R.N., H.M.S. Avenger, missing, believed killed, 1942. 
adored younger son of the late R. J. Danson and of 
Miriam Danson, and beloved brother of Charles.— 
Beyond Life’s gales in the Sacred Harbour.

th memory pr my 'ueany loyea fld&i sbn
aptain C. D. E ai le. R.H.A., accidentally killed 
till. Nov. 15. 19< 5.—Mummy.
E.—In loving me tiory of Captain C. Dfr E arle, 
accidentally kill© near Larkhill, Nov. 15, 1945, 
—D addy and Dn o.
ARD.—In ever-k ring memory, on this his 26th 
. of our only son. Alexander V illeneuve 
H oward, killed in action. July, 1944. in 
dy. His messag : is travelling far and wide.

LYDEKKF.R.—In proud and ever-living memory of 
“ Tony."  L ieutenant Anthony L ydekker. D.S.C.. 
Royal Navy, H.M.S. Avenger, Nov. 15. 1942.

MORRIS.—To the memory of Sub-Lt. Philip 
Charles H amilton Morris, Fleet Air Arm. R.N.V.R., 
and the friends who went with him in H.M.S. Avenger. 
Nov. 15. 1942, and before him in H.M.S. Audacity, 
Dec. 21. 1941. . _ tSZ H * MM
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SITUATION REPORT.
Operation "Torch1* - Contd.
MARNE (torpedoed 12 Nov.) arrived at Gibraltar 
at 1241A today in tow of SALVONIA.

Preliminary reports show that between 8 Nov and 
15 Nov inclusive Naval A.A. fire accounted for 23 
enemy aircraft, 10 probable and 18 damaged.
IBIS shot down 3 before sinking.

North Atlantic.
Attack on 
M.K.P.l(Y) 
AVENGER 
sunk. j -

SS.ALMAACK. 
torpedoed. 
ETTRICK 
torpedoed.

(V

Convoy M.K.F. 1(Y) was attacked by U-Boats at 
0320 today in 36& 15' N,7° 45* W. (about 110 miles 
west of Gibraltar)

•fS)The auxiliary aircraft carrier AVENGER (one of the 
escort) was blown up and U.S. Combat Loader 
ALMAACK was torpedoed (ALMAACK arrived at Gibraltar 
on 18 Nov in tow of JAUNTY.)
WRESTLER also escorting, counter attacked a 

ifff) U-Boat apparently one of two iri*36° 7' N 7° 35* W 
and con-aiders e-he sank it. The convoy was attacked 
again later and the P & 0 Liner ETTRICK was 
reported torpedoed about 0715A in 36° N 8°.W and
sank at 1200/15. Jf- i » : 3 ^  4 '/V

C £ j*T £ , .<J

It is obvious that there is a strong concentration 
.of U-Boats on each side of Gibraltar, through 
which our convoys will have to pass. The Admty. 
today pointed to the necessity of N. C.X.F. sending 
complete escort groups with returning convoys, 
if possible.

LE TONNANT 
scuttled.

It was reported that the French S/M LE TONNANT 
entered Cadiz yesterday to effect minor repairs. 
At noon today she was reported to have scuttled 
herself just outside Cadiz and her crew to have 
landed in Spain.

South Atlantic.
SS. ADVISER reported about 0207 that she was 
torpedoed by a S/M in 32° 3' 3 33° 52* E.
The position was amended later to 32° 30* S 33° 30' 
E. She arrived at Durban on 19 Nov. in tow.

/PRINCE..
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SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic - Contd.

PRINCE PAUL reported sighting a submarine at 
1300 G.M.T. in 34° 25’ S 27° 38’ E and CALIFORNIA 
reported one on the surface at 1040 G.M.T. in (?lat) 
33° 17’ E.

A critical area of U-Boat activity is thought to 
be developing between Natal (Brazil) and St. Pauls 
Rocks due to many independents passing through 
(since the abolition of S.L. convoys) It is 
estimated that 107 U-Boats are in the Atlantic.

Mediterranean.

The Inshore Squadron is continuing to support the 
move forward of the 1st Army.
COWDRAY has been refloated and berthed at Algiers.

The S/M patrol off Toulon was discontinued at 
0001 today. N.C.X.F. asked C. in C. Med. to resume 
operational control of the 10th S/M Flotilla 
which has been assisting during the opening 
stages of Operation "Torch". N.C.X.F. intends to 
employ the 8th S/M.F. in the area north of Sicily; 
they will for the present remain under the 
operational control of Capt. S.10 when east of 
'8° E until MAIDSTONE is moved to Algiers when 
N.C.X.F. proposes that Capt. S.8. shall extend 
his control to the Cape Bon - Marittimo line.

WELSHMAN arrived at Algiers at 0900 today, 
fuelled and sailed for Operation "Analysis" at 
1300A. She returned to Algiers at 1030/16 on 
account of the weather.

P.247 patrolling north of Bizerta reported early
today one U-Boat sunk.(6 *4 v/To - $///-&■**, . )

Pr*,.

A Hudson aircraft from Oran destroyed a U-Boat 
30 miles north of Algiers at 1030 today. The 
U-Boat blew up and the explosion considerably 
damaged the Hudson which had to be abandoned:
2 of the crew were lost.

The present strength of the enemy in Tunisia is 
estimated 4000 to 5000, but reinforcement continues.

Benghazi and the coastal area eastward to Tocra 
were bombed and machine gunned last night. One 
particularly large explosion and fires were caused 
in Benghazi port.
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America and West Indies.
✓B.R.L.O. Hew York reports that convoy U.G. S.2 left 

New York at 1200/13 (for North African operations) 
under a degree of secrecy so high that it is 
impossible to obtain an accurate list of all ships. 
He mentions 4 British managed ships which sailed, 
and promises the names of U.S. flag ships 
"if they become available".

SS. D'ENTRECASTEAUX is reported to have been 
torpedoed and sunk at 0720Z/7 in 15.30 N 57 W.

M.V. KING ARTHUR was torpedoed and sunk in 
10.30 N 59.50 W at 0419Z today.

A U-Boat unsuccessfully attacked convoy 0.N.144 
today and was sighted and counter attacked by the 
corvette ROSE at 2250Z in 56° 15’ N 29° 10' W.

Australia and New Zealand.
Seven Portresses bombed shipping in Rabaul 
harbour early this morning and hit at least one 
vessel and caused damage ashore.

Naval and It is reported by the War Office (1945A/22 Nov.)
Air battles that in the course of a Japanese attempt to
in Solomons. reinforce their troops in Guadalcanal a naval 

engagement took place on the night 12/13 Nov. 
when an enemy force including battleships 
approached in three groups to bombard Allied 
positions. The U.S. forces engaged at close range 
and report one enemy battleship, 3 heavy cruisers 
and 2 light cruisers sunk. The U.S. lost 2 light 
cruisers and 6 destroyers. On 14th Nov. U.S. 
aircraft attacked 12 transports and sank 8.
A second naval engagement took place last night 
when another enemy battleship and 3 more cruisers 
are reported to have been sunk.
(Note: Compare report given on 16th Nov.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

ESCAPADE.
Policy.
A.C.W.A. 1918/14 and N.G.X.P's 2023/13.
Intend to transfer ESCAPADE to Western Approaches 
Command on completion of present duty.
2. R.A.D. is requested to provide the estimate 
required by para.3 of A.C.W.A.’s 1918/14.
(C. in C. H.P. 1233A/15 to A.C.W.A.)

"Sink at 
Sight." Instructions for Biscay Area. 

See Operations.

3rd and 6th N.C.X.F.*s 2105/13 paras.3 and 4. No objection. 
M.L. (C. in C. H.P. 1403A/15 to Admtv.}
Flotillas.
C . in C • W.A. The Flag of Admiral Sir Max Horton, J.c.B., D.S.O. 

as C. in C. W.A. is to be hoisted in HESPERUS at 
0900 on 19th November. The flag of Admiral Sir 
Percy Noble, K.C.B. C.V.O. is to be struck at 
sunset on 19th November and the flag of Admiral 
Horton transferred to EAGLET at 0900 on 20th 
November 1942.
(C. in C. W.A. 1407A/15 to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

RAIDER.
Movements.
Subject to satisfactory trials intend to sail 
RAIDER 1200A/17 for Scapa to work up in accordance 
with Admiralty's 2010A/12. E.T.A. 1130A/18. 
S.O.A. 20 knots.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1028A/15.)

ONSLOW,
OFFA.

Request you will sail Capt. (D) 17 in ONSLOY/ 
with OFFA for Scapa to arrive 18th November. 
(C. in C. H.F. 1147A/15 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

0.15. My P.C.S. 063° 40' N. 000° 20' E., 190°, 3. 
(0.15 1200A/15 to F.O.S.)

LAUDERDALE. Admiralty 2130/22nd Oct. LAUDERDALE will be 
ready to sail on 17th. Request destination.
(0. in C. Rosyth 1310A/15 to G. in C. W. 

Your 1310/15. Destination Londonderry.
(G. in G. W.A. 1801A/15 to C. in C. Rosyth.)

A.F.D.18. Intend sailing 0830/16 A.F.D. XVTII to Corpach. 
E.T.A. Corpach 1430/16.
(N.O.I.C. Oban 1315A/15.)

0.14. When ready about 17th November D.S.O.14 is to 
be sailed for Holy Loch to work up.
(F.O.S. 1332A/15.)

/TUNA ...
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Movements - contd.
TUNA. P.O.S. 061° 28’ N. 000° 44' E., 232° 4 knots.

(TUNA 1501A/15 to P.O.S.)

Y/OODPECKER. When ready for sea WOODPECKER should he sailed
to Tobermory to work up on conclusion of which 
she should join W.A. Command. An early 
opportunity should he taken to complete her 
fitting for Arctic, as it is intended that she 
should he used as P.Q. Q.P. convoy escort. 
(D.O.D. (H.) 1558A/15 to A.S.C.B.S.)

CYGNET. 1. V/hen ready for sea CYGNET should he sailed
to Tobermory to work up, on conclusion of which 
she should join Western Approaches Command.
2. It is intended that she should he used as 
P.Q. Q.P. escort.
(D.O.D. (H,> 1559A/15 to A.S.C.B.S.)

North
Atlantic
dispositions.

Operating in Northern Y/aters: 5 Destroyers.
Area Iceland (C) BERWICK, SUFFOLK, 3 Destroyers. 
Area Scapa: ANSON, KING GEORGE V., GLASGOW, 
LONDON, 2 Destroyers.
Area Gibraltar: DUKE OF YORK!, NELSON, RENOWN, 
RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, VICTORIOUS, FURIOUS, 
ARGONAUT, BERMUDA, CHARYBDIS, AURORA, SIRIUS, 
DELHI, SCYLLA, WELSHMAN, 14 Destroyers.
Passage to U.K. ARGUS, CUMBERLAND, JAMAICA, 
NORFOLK, SHEFFIELD, SHROPSHIRE, BITER, DASHER,
8 Destroyers.
(D.O.D. (H^ 1602A/15 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

GURNARD. Clyde arrival GURNARD, escorted by BREDA.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 2126A/15.)

Operations.
Engagements 
with Enemy 
Destroyers 
& E-Boats. 
One E-Boat 
damaged by 
VESPER.

No one heard. Give R. 2 destroyers in 
53° 33' N. 05° 00' E.
(M.T.B. 88 0205A/15 to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth.)
2 enemy (type Unknown) moving S.W.
(Patrol 12 0308A/15 to C. in C. Nore.)
Suspected E-Boat activity. E-Boats hearing 053° 
approximately from position W. by D/F.
(Harwich W/T 0405A/15 to Yarmouth.)
3 enemy motor boats bearing 090° (off Lowestoft) 
from No.4 Buoy.
(VESPER 0433/15.)

Plscii south.*(c. in C. Nore 0503A/15 to WINDSOR, COTSWOLD, 
HAMBLEDON, QUORN (R) VESPER.)
Returning on alone.
(M.T.B. 88 0545A/15 to N.O.I.C. Lowestoft.)

SOUTHDOWN,

/Preliminary ...
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Operations
Preliminary report of G/P activity night 14/15 
November.
1. At 2121/14 M.T.B. 32 (S.O) with M.T.Bs 30 and 
69 while proceeding to operate off Hook of 
Holland sighted 3 small M/Vs with one trawler 
escort in 51° 58* N. 03° 40* E., proceeding South. 
M.T.Bs attacked on silent engines but report 
results difficult to assess. One possible hit 
on 3rd ship claimed. Enemy opened fire when 
M.T.Bs disengaged but caused no damage or casual
ties.

2. Operation Q.L.(9) cancelled at about 2200 due to engine 
breakdown in M.L.110, M.Ls returning to waiting position.
3. At 0154/15 S.O. 21st M.T.B. M. Flotilla in 83 with M.T.B.
88 in company in 53° 30’ N. 05° 25' E. and steering west on 
silent engines sighted 2 destroyers, reported as possibly Narvik 
class, coming up astern at high speed. M.T.B.83 turned to port 
and got in a hurried shot, believed to have missed ahead, from
150 yards, and disengaged through the line. M.T.B.88 was too 

close to turn in time, but twice endeavoured to attack. She 
was unable to gain bearing and lost contact at 0220. No damage 
or casualties. Visibility was 1000 yards or less.
4. At 0308/15 in vicinity Z 12 M.L.201 with M.G.B.103 heard
and reported two craft moving S.W. On receipt of E-boat reports 
from VESPER unit moved to 52® 29' N. 02° 32’ E. at 0505. At 
0537 unit again moved south to intercept. Noise of engines 
heard to the westward and at 0541 sighted 2 E-boats steering 
east at high speed. Unit opened fire with all guns, many hits 
being observed from Oerlikon and .5 and 1 3 pounder. E-boat 
reply was ineffective and quickly silenced. M.L.201 endeavoured 
to ram nearest.E-boat but missed very close astern. A number 
of further hits from all guns were observed, but enemy drew away 
to eastward, visibility being only about 200 yards. No damage 
or‘ casualties.5. Pour other units of M.G.Bs in intercepting positions to 
eastward of the "Z" line report sound of engines at various times 
during the night, but efforts to intercept were unsuccessful in

Engagements 
with Enemy 
Destroyers 
& E-Boats. 
One E-Boat 
damaged by 
VESPER 
( contd.)

conditions of low visibility.
(C. in C. Nore 1706A/15.) _Following is summary of E-Boat activity this morning xrom 
information at oresent available. At 0308 M.L.201 in 52 32 N.
02^26*. E. reported two unknown vessels steering S.W. at 0405.

reported two E-Boats bearing 055 , but it was not 
until 0433 that VESPER on No.6 patrol made contact with three 
E-Boats 090° 4 miles from No.4 buoy. These E-Boats were driven 
off to the E.S.E. at 0447 but probably returned to 100 6 miles
from No.4 Buoy by 0500. Here again they were again heavily 
engaged by VESPER.who^eventually lost touch at aoout Oo
aPPr0VESPEE report/oiie^hoat'probably severely damaged and she 
herself sustained five casualties.

/Later ..
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Operations 7?_
Engagements Later this first Group of E-Boats was inter-

It is possible that minelaying may have taken eastward of the 
Channel between 55 A and 3 C Buoys though there is no direct 
evidence of this, nor were the Second and Third Groups of 
E-Boats ever definitely sighted. Visibility throughout was 
very poor.

(0. in C. Wore 2204A/15.)

Biscay S/M My 1317A/14. Cancel paras. 2, 3 and 4. 
Patrol. Substitute. (2) Following positions are
SEALI01N, established:
DOLFTN. 049°, 55’ 007° 32‘.

049° 18* 012° 25'.
049° 02’ 012° 25' .
044° 28’ 012° 25’.
044° 28' 008° 58’.
044° 08’ 008° 58'.

(E) at Q830A/22. S.O.A. 135 miles a day.
(4) DALSjSTN pass through (a ) (b ) (D) at 2100A/21. (f ) At 0030A/23. 
S.O.A. 125 miles a day.
Paragraph (6) (0) for 1800A/20 read 0200A/22 and for 0530A/21st 
read 1830A/22nd November.

(Capt. S.3 0747 15.)
SEALION and DOL I escorted by SCIMITAR sailed at 1955A to

comply with Gapt. (S 5rd S.F.'s 1127A Nov. 14th. Codeword 
"Keeper.”

(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1956A/15.)
In an area bounded by parallel 049° N. 042° 15* N.,

U.&. l/rti, Spanish Territorial waters, coast of France, and meridian 014° 
Or)*-rs. ships of over 2500 tons may be sunk at sight with exception of 

those ships of whose movements you will be informed.
2. Should you encounter a ship whose description clearly does 
not correspond to that signalled, she is to be sunk at sight.
If in doubt shadow her, signal her description to F.O.S. and 
Admiralty. Further instructions will then be given.
(F.O.S. 1237A/15 to SHAD, HERRING, BLACKFISH, GUNNEL, BARB.)

with Enemy 
Destroyers 
& E-Boats. 
One E-Boat 
damaged by 
VESPER
(contd.)

cepted by M.L.201 and M.G.B.103 and further 
damage was inflicted on them as reported in my 
1706A/15 para. 4. From bearings received, 079° 
from Gorleston at 0441 and 098° from Winterton 
at 0521, it appears that a second Group of 
E-Boats may have been eastward of 55 A Buoy and 
a third Group bearing 065° from Southwold at 
0550. F.S^59 had passed No.4 Buoy at 0215 and 
no attack on shipping developed.

3) SEALION pass through (C) (D) at 0500A/21st,

' V U y
Patrols. Your 1407/14. "Occasion” arrived/Patrols. (N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 0810/15 to C. in C. Plymouth) 

Your 1413/14. M.Ls 491, 195, 157 returned. 
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 0906/15 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

/Tonight ...
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Patrols Tonight M.T.Bs 55 (S.O.) 56, 50, M.G.Bs 611, 608
(contd.) proceed to carry out sweep of enemy convoy route

Eastward from longitude 01° 30* W. Pass to 
Southward and Westward of area given in Portsmouth 

1400/30th September and round Gap Barfleur as far as this 
area permits to avoid R.D.F. If detection is suspected return 
to patrol near 50° 05* N. 1° 30’ W. for at least 2 hours.
Force is to pass 1 buoy 1815 and 0715. Shelter at St. Helens 
if weather unsuitable. Codeword ’’Advent". Keep to Eastward 
of line joining St. Catherines Point to a point on the French 

~^coast in longitude 1° 42' W, West of which'line M.T.B.344 will 
be patrolling. Portland patrol on latitude 50° 20* N. between 
1 45* W. and 2° 25* W. M.L.303 (S.O) and R.M.L.522.
CHASSffUKS 41 (S.O) and 11 patrolling off E.A.5 buoy.
PENYLAHU standing by at Yarmouth.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1310A/15 to HORNET.)
Departure "Obstacle".
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1425A/15.)

Operation For operational reasons intend to base 30th M.T.B.
V.P. Flotilla at Lerwick and that maintenance be

carried out there and not Invergordon. A 2nd 
Flotilla could also be maintained there. Request 
F.O.C. Coastal Forces adjust maintenance Staff 

and arrange supply of Stores accordingly.
Request fuel lighter at Invergordon be transferred to Lerwick 
to save great waste of engine hours and fuel involved fuelling Solium Voe.
(A.C.O.S. 1157/15 toAdmty.)

Operation 1. Intend sailing M.T.B.344 from Portland at
^ ’Batman". 2145 today for Operation "Batman".

2. Speed on passage 30 knots. E.T.R. approx. 
0700/l6th.

3. Request fighter protection and bombing restrictions be 
arranged. Codeword "Device".
4. If no E.T.A. received by 0630A/16 request air escort to 
search line between the following positions:
(a) 050° 35' N. 002° 15’ W. (b) 049° 45’ N. 001° 47’ W. 

(N.O.I.C. Portland 1333/15 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
My 1333A/15. "Device" sailed at 2158.
(F.O.I.C. Portland 2207A/15.)

A/S Trawler A/S Patrol is being established by 4 Northern 
Patrol. Patrol Trawlers in an area 50 miles radius of

63° 05' , 03° 35’ W. p.m. 17th November. 
Request aircraft on Flora patrol may not take 
offensive action in this area at night. 
(A.C.O.S. 1738/15 and 1039A/16 to 18 Group.)
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Enemy 
A/C down.

East Coast.

Enemy Air Activity.

German aircraft reported down in 049° 50* N.
008° 09’ W. at 1315/15. Pass through 
position when complying with my 1347/15. Enemy 
aircraft may he in the vicinity of 3 Beaufighters 
patrolling area.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1427A/15 t<5*SLAZAK.)

Mining.
* 1.

ui jjrk

Consider enemy prohahly laid mines east of 
Channel.
(C..in C. Nore 0549A/15 to VESPER)
See Operations. 4 gy x

Enemy Intelligence.

N.C.X.P’s 1926/14.
1. KOTA NOPAN last seen 1730/7 46° 51* N. 11°
24* W. ANNALIffSE ESSBERGER last seen 1710/7 in 
45° 40’ N. 10° 50’ W. Both ships outward hound.

2. SPICHERN (ex KROSSFONN) arrived Ferrol 11th November 
prohahly damaged hy air attack. May continue outward passage 
if damage can he repaired.
3. Following ships may he on passage to Biscay from Far East: 
HHAKOTIS, HAVELLAND, RAMSES, REGENSBURG, URSULA RICKMERS, PERSEE 
(ex PIERRE L.D.)
4. Following ships last located in Biscay ports may sail at 
any time: ELSA ESSBERGER, CORTELAZZO, SANDEFJORD, Altmark class 
tanker.
5. Some of the following ships may he raider prizes and may he
proceeding to Biscay ports: STEEL AGE, KATTEGAT (Nor.) ARABISTAN,
CONNECTICUT, HERBORG, WICHITA, PATELLA, MADRONO, AMERICAN LEADER, 
NANKIN, INDUS, EMPIRE DAWN.
(D.O.D. H. 1858A/15 to SHEFFIELD.)

Enemy
M/Vs.

U-Boats.
U-Boat Am over enemy S/M in 59° 25’ N. 19° 30’ W.
attacked. Enemy was sighted on surface and observed to

submerge. When first sighted was on course 145°, 
speed 5 knots.
(A/C 0840/15 to 15 Group.)

Have attacked enemy with depth-charges.
(A/C Spare Duty L 0905/15 to 15 Group.)

U-Boats One or two U-boats may he in your immediate
reported. vicinity today.

(D.D.I.C. 0917A/15 to Escorts K.M.S.3.)
Am over enemy S/M. Enemy was on course 340°, speed 8 knots,

at 1040. , .
(A/C C/S 6 G K T 1054/14 to 19 Group.)
Am carrying out baiting procedure MH2G. 
(A/C 10/0 T U 1100/15 to 19 Group..)
Am over enemy S/M in 44° 25' N. 14: 4:-- •RUl O v c X  ciiouy — * *   r>Ar\the surface. When sighted was on course 240 
(A/C 10/0 T U Duty Z 1223/15 to 19 Group.)

Enemy was on 
speed 8 knots.
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Construction 
of Hides.

Technical.
Admiralty letters M. 051826/42 of 24th October 
and 30th October re policy with regard to 
construction of Hides. It is essential that 
the appropriate superintending Civil Engineers 
and Camouflage Officers should be associated in 
the R/Cs from the start.
(Head of M. 2241A/15 to C. in C. Portsmouth, 
Plymouth, Nore, W.A.)

Search for 
Dinghy.

Casualties and Defects.
Continue to search until recalled. 3 Hudsons 
and one Whitley will be co-operating with you 
at daylight.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0053A/15 to SLAZAK.)

UNBEATEN (l) UNBEATEN is now 67 hours overdue and must
lost. be considered lost.

(2) UNBEATEN left Holy Loch 23rd October for 
anti shipping operations in Bay of Biscay and 

operation "Bluestone". She reported "Bluestone" had been 
completed at 2359 1st November.

(3) At 114l/6th November UNBEATEN was ordered to intercept an 
enemy supply ship reported by aircraft in 045° 58' N. 005b 10’ W. 
course 270°, 10 knots.
(4) At 1920/6th November a signal T.O.Q1810 was received from a 
N.G.C. Sign presumed to be UNBEATEN reporting an enemy supply 
ship in 045° N. 007° W. This was the last occasion anything 
was heard from UNBEATEN.
(5) UNBEATEN was ordered to leave patrol after dark 8th November 
to R/V with her escort off Bishop Rock at 1700/l2th November.
(6) At 0515/llth November my H.Q. was informed by C. in C. 
Plymouth that searchlight Wellington P of 172 Squadron on
Anti-sub patrol had sighted and attacked a submarine on surface 
steering 330° in 046° 50’ N. 006° 51' W. at 0220/llth November. 
The submarine v/as straddled by depth charges and attacked y 
machine guns. 30 minutes later the attacking aircraft reporte 
submarine had turned 090° to starboard and was stationary.
(7) This attack was carried out some 12 miles 1 ^ d  wlsbombing restrictions area (Total restrictions at night) and was 
in fact only 10 miles from P.O.S’s estimated position o 
UNBEATEN. Though the £°aeP™  UNBEATEN.
positive “ .Mi“ f?rstlv1Dro^dedhby reported R.D.F. interference Corroboration is firstly * 1 fitted with R.D.P.

(“ eA n Sll i A ? ^ o v e mhL°OTBEA™ w as^^ered to^-eoort h e ^ ^

° n  m h ’ m h ’13th, 14th November has failed xo 
(P.O.S. 1104A/15 to Admty.)

/LLANDUDNO
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HOME COMMANDS,

Casualties and Defects - contd.
A.M. 2024A/12. LLANDUDNO has "boiler defect 
in 59° 05' N. 12° 55' W. at 1200A/15.
Proceeding towards Londonderry at 8 knots escorted 
"by WORTHING.
(LYME REGIS 1237A/15.)

Able to use both engines. May have to dock on 
account of leaky main inlet. Starboard plommer 
block requires further adjustment. Request 
final destination.
(BROADWAY 1325Z/15 to C. in C. W.A.)

My 1446/15. Completion date p.m. 20th November. 
(P.O.I.C. Falmouth 1659A/15.)

CATTISTOCK. CATTISTOCK has been placed in quarantine for

to be included in M.K.S.l. This information 
very urgently required as all ships are needed for 
further service immediately after arrival.

2. Please endeavour to expedite return to U.K. of all cased 
petrol ships other than those earmarked for coastal service. 
In particulars can any special arrangement be made for early 
return of GUDRUN MB£RSK, LEVANT, and PRINCE DE LIEGE?

(D.S.T. 0028A/15 to P.S.T.O. Gibraltar.)
Your 0028/15. M.K.S.l (X) sails 15th November. Will

BROADWAY. E.T.A. Moville 1500A/16. Condenseritis no worse.

AQUILLA. AQUILLA ordered to return to Falmouth at 1635/11 
by S.O. Escort. Faulty condenser doors. 
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1446/15 to D.A.S.W.)

small^pox until 1200 on 20th November. 
(Capt. D.21 1643/15 to C. in C. Nore.)

My 1847A/14. Delayed by defects. Add 21 
hours to all times.
(F.O. Humber 1746A/15 to A.C.O.S.)

A  ~ W. "3»FURY.

MONARCH OF Reports internal damage by gunfire. 
BERMUDA.

M.K.S.l.
Shipping and Convoys.
Please signal immediately names of ships likely

/(2) ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

M.K.S.l 
(contd.)

Shipping and Convoys —  A.rf~n./T- .
(2) British Merchant vessels are "being sailed 
for U.K. as quickly as circumstances permit. 
Every endeavour will "be made for early return 
of &UDRUK MAERSK, LEVANT, PRINCE DE LIEGE. 
(P.S.T.O. X.F. 1956Z/15 to D.S.T. )

i. i. HINDUSTAN, 
ITHURIEL.

Arrived your 1445A/13.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven 0815A/15 to C. in 
C. Portsmouth.)
Admiralty 1710A/10, C. in C. W.A. 1239A/11. 
Sailed ITHURIEL escorting HINDUSTAN. Speed 
12 knots.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1333A/15 to F.O.C. N.A.)

S.C.108. Your 2045/14. Iceland portion left on SCHENCK’s 
arrival at 1900/14.
(C.T.U. 24.1.12 1000Z/15 to C. in C. W.A.)

K.M.S.4. It is intended sailing ships in K.M.S. 4 as 
follows, the date shown being earliest hy which 
it is anticipated vessels will be loaded but 
will be amended by signal if necessary.
Vessel
MAHOUT 
TRADER 
COCHRANE 
EXPLORER 
HADLEIGH 
BARRISTER 
PORT PITT 
EMPIRE CAMERON 
L.LUCKENBACH 0900/20
(D.S.T.O. Glasgow 1015A/15.)

To arrive.
0800/l8th
0830/18th
0800/l9th
0900/l9th
0930/l9th
0830/20th
0830/20th
0900/20th
0900/20th.

Q.P.15. Your 0502/15. HARRIER and GLEANER are not
required for local escort of convoys and on com
pleting present duties are available for mine 

sweeping until required for duty in accordance with my 1732/13. 
Only one trawler is required to accompany convoy vide my 1009/4th 
para.(b) but, in view of CAPE ARGONA 1100/12, trawler detailed 
should be turned back by S.O. of escort if unable to keep up._
In any case she is not to proceed beyond C.C. Request you will 
give necessary orders. Remaining trawlers should be employed 
in accordance with my 1738/13.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1925A/15.)
S.B.N.O. Archangel’s 1714/13.

1 . Q.P.15. All escorts of Q.P.15 with possible exception of
one trawler will have all current S.Ps with the following 
pyr*pntinnR s B.N.O. Archangel pass to escort Q.P.lo ana.A r 2 b 2 & ° .  S.0.S6 t h V s  notilXa paBBetOrtrawlerS3
on arrival Jokanka request for ninesT/eeping vett reljUirea

a K E  IooTT and one to
follow up Q.P.15 as previously arranged.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1635A/15 to S.B.N.O. Archangel.)
/Your ...
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Shipping and Convoys- , ^  PT
Your 1330/15. Russian S/M E.T.A. Kola between 
0300A and 0600A tomorrow routed through 070° 
00*, 036° 04*, 069° 29’, 034° 40’, and 360° 
Kildin Island 3 miles to Tores Island. Orders 

have since been given her to keep well to Westward of your 
approach but may not have been received.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1708A/15 to Gapt. D.8.)
Positions of S/Ms at 0800A/16 and movements for following 

24 hours.
A. P.312 vicinity 70° 53’ N. 22° 26’ E.
B. P.216 vicinity 70° 52’ N. 21° 08’ E.
G. UREDD vicinity 70° 32' N. 20° 01* E.
D. JTJNON vicinity 69° 30’ N. 17° 20’ E.

(P.O.S. 1828A/15.)

War Diary.

Q.P.15 
(contd.)

LLANSTEPHAN If you are not under escort from P, steer for
CASTLE. new G 45.01 N. 16.02 W, new H 54.04 N, 16.01 W,

thence to new J 55.35 N. 08.02 W.
(D.T.D. 1205Z/15 to LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE.)

Request you will sail H.M.S. CASTLETON for Clyde to arrive 
in time to provide escort in accordance with Admiralty’s 2008/12. 
2. She is not required for any duty in my command before this. 

(A.C.O.S. 1915A/15 to C. in C. Rosyth.)

KOMSOMOLETZ. My 1524/13. Russian KOMSOMOLETZ speed 10 knots 
left Byellushaya at 1513/14 for Akureyri but, as 
Russianswere unwilling to follow route in (? your 
1941) 11th, they have routed her as in C. in C.
H.F. 1238 October 23rd. Remaining 3 ships at 
Byellushaya will be sailed independently after 
Q.P.15.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1245A/15 to Admty.,
C. in C. H.P.)

M.K.P.l.(y,) Pass to Commodore M.IC.F. one (Y).
Destination of ORBITA, LEZITIA,*ALMAACK and 
ETTRICK Clyde. DEMPO Liverpool.
(N.C.X.F. 1255Z/15 to ARGUS.)

VANSITTART's 1626Z/14.
1. Prom Z pass through new A 53.00 N. 16.20 W . , new B 55.30 N. 
08.05 W.
2. DASHER and convoy conform from position P.

(D.T.D. 1303A/15 to Escorts M.K.P.l (X))
M.K.F.l (Y). ARGUS and 8 merchant ships reported rather 

scattered and reduced to 3 escorts. Remaining 2 escorts hunting 
submarines and standing by torpedoed? ships and unlikely to 
overtake in existing weather. ^tGLAISDALE in any case must return 
to Gibraltar for fuel. Request additional escorts from U.K. 
may meet.

(N.C.X.F. 1323Z/15 to Admty.)

/E.N.62 • • •
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Shipping and Convoys - contd.
E.N.62. Your 1218. Commodore intends to anchor whole

convoy in Sinclair Bay for night.
(MINUET 1503A/15 to A.C.O.S.)

Your 1503. Approved for convoy to anchor in Sinclair 
Bay for night. A/S watch should be maintained and balloons 
must be dulled whilst in Bay.

(A.C.O.S. 1650/15 to MINUET.)

Force MQM
MONARCH OF 

BERMUDA.
A.M. 1730/12. MONARCH OF BERMUDA is required 
to proceed to Liverpool on arrival in U.K. 
BATORY to Clyde.
(D.O.D.(H.) 1610A/15 to C. in C. W.A.)
Position at 2200, 052° 50’ N. 017° 38’ W., 17^ 
knots. MONARCH OF BERMUDA reports internal 
damage by gunfire requiring repairs.
(S.O. Force "Q" 2202A/15 to C. in C. W.A.)

MUSSOVIET, Your 1359A/13. Concur, but ships should be 
CHEH^ISHEVSKY, held at Reykjavik pending further instructions. 
AB^ERBAIJAN. (D.T.D. 1722A/15 to A.C.I.C.)

/ / Y . T  / » _ • > / ,  ^  „

R.U.49. My 1320/15. Amend to read A.M. 1350/8/10.
ADHERENT. (A.C.I.C. 1755A/15 to A.C.O.S.)

MOOLTAN. Your 1655/13. MOOLTAN endurance allows for
no safety margin if sailed in G.U.F. convoy. 
.Will therefore sail her for U.K. in next M.K.F. 
convoy, probably p.m. 16th.
(P.S.T.O. X.F. 1919Z/15 toD.S.T.)
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Operation "T orch".

(1 ) Inshore Squadron continuing to support move
forward o f  1st Army. PRINSES BEATRIX and QUEEN 
EMM ferry in g  troops to Bone. i— . ,
(2 ) Other ports  proceeding to  de-\/eloj/ according 
to plan. 5 transports entered Casablanca.

(3 ) Force H returned to G ibra ltar to  fu e l. Convoy M.K.F.1(Y) 
sa iled . SHEFFIELD and JAMAICA sa iled  fo r  U.K. carrying out an ti
raider sweep en route.
(4 ) During assault at Oran naval a ir c r a ft  destroyed 47 Vichy 
a ir c ra ft  on ground.
(5 ) A/S a ir  p a tro ls  made 11 attacks some prom ising. One U-Boat 
driven ashore near Mostaganem by repeated a ir  attacks.
(6 ) WARWICK CASTLE torpedoed in  396 12’ N 13° 25’ W. * AVENGER 
sunk and ALMACK torpedoed in 36° 15' N 07° 45* W. Tugs en route. 
(N.C.X.F. U S S V l S O u . ^ ^ .  . , A U ) i

r/FURIOUS Take BULLDOG, BEAGLE, WISHART, VANOC under your
orders. S a il at 1300Z to R/V with R.A.A. in  
p o s it io n  90° Europa Point 30 by 1500Z fo r  tran sfer  
o f  a ir c r a f t .
(N .C.X.F. 1046Z/15 to FURIOUS. (R) R.A.A. S.O.
Force H. BULLDOG. BEAGLE. WISHART. VANOC. F.0.C.N.A)

S itu ation  
Report 
No.11.

Request you w il l  f l y  4 S ea fires to  North Front 
before  disembarkation (corrupt group). C.S.O. to  
R.A.A. concur.

>(N .C .X .F . 1106Z/15 to R.A.A. (R) VICTORIOUS.)

Intended 166. My 2101/13 cancel para 4. Follow ing
movements. movements intended.

>(a) FURIOUS and 4 destroyers jo in  Force H.
(b ) at 1500/15th (b ) Force H (b ) enter G ibra ltar 

> passing Europa Point 1700/15 ( c )  NELSON, RODNEY, VICTORIOUS,
' FURIOUS cru isers  and destroyers o f  Force H (b ) keep steam at 

2 hours n o tice  in G ibra ltar (d ) remainder Force H at 4 hours 
n otice  in  G ibra ltar. R.A.A. acknowledge.
(N.C.X.F. 1111Z/15 to A ll  B r it is h  ships and A u th orities concerned 
in Operation "Torch" V.A. Malta. (R) Admty. 1935/15 to A .I.G . 2®)

MARNE 428 A rriva l MARNE in tow o f  tug SALVONIA. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 1241A/15.)

DUKE OF 
YORK.

.^VICTORIOUS.

Approved to  s a i l  DUKE OF YORK and VICTORIOUS fo r  
U.K. when ready.
(A.C.N .S. (FO 1345A/15 to N .C .X .F .)

U/B
situ a tion ,convoy
p rotection .

I t  is  now obvious that there i s  a strong 
concentration  o f  U-Boats on e ith e r  side o f  
G ibra ltar, through which our convoys w ill  have to 
pass. The most e f fe c t iv e  measures o f  which we are

capable w ill  be necessary i f  we are to avoid cr ip p lin g  lo sses  in
personnel ships.
2. Experience with A tla n tic  convoys poin ts very strongly  to the 
need f o r  keeping escorts  accustomed to work together in  the Groups.
3. We appreciate your d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  carrying out para 2 under 
present con d ition s but hope you w il l  be able to send complete 
groups with returning convoys. (1 s t  S.L. 1932A/15 to N .C .X .F .231.)
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WIVERN.
North Atlantic.
Your 1440 p.m./14th (WIVERN to join L.S.Ts and 
escort them to Gib.) acknowledged.
My P.C. and S. at 0100Z/15th 35° 55’ N. ?(1° or 
9°) 00’ W. 240° 13.
(WIVERN, 0103Z/15 to N.C.X.F., (R) N.C.C.N.T.F., 
WESTCOTT.)

BIDEFORD, Sailed BIDEFORD to R/V Lisbon portion M.K.S. 1,
M.K.S. 1. thence joining main convoy direct.

» 01.28Z/15 to Admty. , C. in C. W.A. ) 
f £6.3 c &ENE PAUL was not present at 2300Z/14 R/V.
Have searched along route and hope to locate her at daylight. 
Failing that intend to proceed at 9 knots to comply with para. 
5 to 8 of your 1912Z/l4th. My position 180° Cape Trafalgar 8. 
(BIDEFORD, 0317Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) LONDONDERRY.)

A/S Air My 1949z/14th. Add: Intend anti-sub air escort
Escort. M.K.S.1 0 - 1  (C?) dawn to dusk.

(N.C.X.F., 0207/15 to All British S. and A. 
concerned in Operation ’’Torch” , V.A. Malta, 
(excluding ships refitting in U.K.) negative 
W. N.T. F. )

WRESTLER,
U/B attacked.
U> 4 *//,
L U ff. i-e •)

*36° 07’ N. 07°

Have attacked enemy submarine in 36.08 N. 7° 38' 
W. F.O.C.N.A. pass to N.C.X.F.
(WRESTLER, 0306Z/15 to N.C.X.F., (r ) F.O.C.N.A.) 
My 0306Z/15th. Oil still rising in approx.
35' W. No further contact. Consider U-Boat

sunk. From analysis appears attack on convoy was by second 
U-Boat. Rejoining speed 22 knots.
(WRESTLER, 0745Z/15 to N.C.X.F., F.O.C.N.A., ARGUS, (R) EXE, 
GLAISDALS. ) / . o /

Ship one (? ship) torpedoed. My position 036° (?26')
torpedoed. N. 007° 39’ W.

(EXE, 0321Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)

AVENGER,
ALMAACK,
torpedoed.

CONTESSA 
Escort. _

M.K.F. 1(Y) attacked by U-Boats at 0320.
Position 036° 15' N. 007° 45’ W. AVENGER blew 
up. ALMAACK torpedoed, GLAISDALE standing by. 
(AUCKLAND, 0440/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) Admty.)
See 0716, et, A

Your 0210z/15th (No trace War Registry.) JONQUIL 
and ARMERIA now off Port Lyautey will provide 
escort for CONTESSA to Gibraltar. C.T.G. 34.8 
sail her accordingly.
(N.C.X.F., 0559Z/15 to C.T.F.34, C.T.G. 34.8,
(R) JONQUIL.)

/M.K.S. 1. ...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
M.K.S. 1. M.K.S. 1 Oran section 16 merchant ships E.T.A.

South of Europa Point 1200z/15th. VERITY, VIOLET 
p  uyo and 7 ships of 13th M.F.

(WESTCOTT, 0700Z/15 to N.C.X.F., (r ) F.O.C.N.A.)

ETTRIOK,
* ALMAACK, 
torpedoed.

A A u ot L 4/;

Have approx.

SS. ETTRIGK torpedoed in 036° 12’ N. 008" 02' W. 
Have taken on board some survivors, others remain 
in boats. Master' considers salvage possible 
await daylight for remaining boats.
(GLABS:DALE, 0715A/15 to F.O.G.N.A., (R) ARGUS.) 

250 survivors on board. ETTRICK, ALMAACK
apparently will float indefinitely, cannot manipulate, request 
further orders.

(GLASSdALE, 0734A/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) ARGUS.) 
(Corrupt group) survivors still on ALMAACK who has no 

boats. Request assistance as are unable to take off more, 
having 400 on board.

(GLAISDALE, 0745A/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Request you will sail JAUNTY and BRILLIANT with all 

despatch to assistance of ALMAACK, torpedoed in 036° 15' N. 
007° 45’ W.

(N.C.X.F., 0751Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (r ) ARGUS, GLASIDALE. )
Sailed BRILLIANT and tug JAUNTY in accordance with 

N.C.X.F’s 0751Z/15th.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0910Z/15 to GLAISDALE, (R) N.C.X.F.)
Your 0715/l5th. Has ETTRICK been torpedoed as well as 

ALMAACK? What has happened to ALMAACK?
(N.C.X.F., 1151Z/15 to GLAISDALE, ARGUS, F.O.C.N.A.)
My (?0746)A/15th (? 0745/15 intended) (corrupt group) 

?ETTRICK sunk. ALMAACK’s engine room and number 5 hold flooded. 
Ship should float indefinitely. Have taken 200 survivors from 
her. one watch remaining on board for a day (group omitted) 
intend landing survivors (? Freetown).

(?GLAISDALE, 1200A/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1152/15 (? 1151/15th intended) (corrupt group) am 

standing by ALMAACK with (?500) survivors on board until 
relieved by BRILLIANT reference my 1900A/15 to V.A.C.N.A.

(GLAISDALE, 1501A/15 to N.C.X.F., (R) F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 0734/l5th and 1200A/15th, remain with ALMAACK.

Further orders follow.
(N.C.X.F., 1650Z/15 to GLAISDALE, (R) ARGUS, BRILLIANT.)
E.T.A. Gibraltar harbour 2130Z/15. My 150lA/15th include 

10 cot cases, 6 non-cot cases.
(GLAISDALE, 1700A/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)
1. Tug JAUNTY sailed 0800 to take ALMAACK in tow.

2. LOCH OSKAIG, LEYLAND, will sail 1900 to escort. When they 
arrive GLAISDALE return to Gibraltar.

(N.C.X.F., 1701Z/15 to BRILLIANT, GLAISDALE, JAUNTY.)
423. Sailed LEYLAND and LOCH OSKAIG to relieve GLAISDALE 

screening ALMAACK.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1812Z/15 to BRILLIANT, GLAISDALE, (R) Admty.,
N. C. X. F. )ALMAACK* torpedoed at 0320/15th 36° 15’ N. 07° 45’ E.

Engine room and number 5 hold flooded. Ship should float 
indefinitely. One watch on board for salvage.

(C. in C. A.F., 2129Z/15 to Cominch, Admty., (R) C. in C.
U.S. Atlantic Fleet.)

/Movement s • • •
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Movements. Arrivals DUKE OF YORK, FORMIDABLE, BERMUDA,

ARGONAUT, SIRIUS, ESKIMO, ASHANTI, TARTAR, PENN, 
PATHFINDER, PARTRIDGE, OPPORTUNE, PBfiCUPINE. 
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0720Z/15 to Adinty., G. in C. H.F.)

M.K.F. 1(A).

PRESCOTT.
6 Ly

Arrival EGRET, Polish Destroyer BLYSKAWICA, 
KEREN, PHILANTE with convoy M.K.F. 1(A). 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0724Z/15 to Admty., etc.)

ŝ CT. r. 3 i V < -yNot met, my P.C. and SC 0730Z/15th 035° 18’ N. 
007° 18’ W. 060®, 13, request instructions. 
(PRESCOTT, 0730/15 to N.C.X.F., (R) BLEAN.)

U/B. At 0620/15 G.M.T. on 4540 k/cs U-Boat made a
sighting report, probably either of convoy 
M.K.F. l(Y) or possibly of convoy U.G.F. 2. 
(D.D.I.C., 0805A/15 to Escorts M.K.F. l(Y), and 
U.G.F. 2, (R) N.C.X.F., etc.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 35.22 N. 07.55 W. sighted
on surface and observed to submerge. When 
sighted was on course 140° speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S TRlA, 0832Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

BLEAN,
Convoy.

I?. £67,
u/b
attacked.

Convoy not met.
(BLEAN, 0840Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Am over enemy S/M in 36.45 N. 11.22 W.
(A/C C/S UM9P, 0850Z/15 to Gibraltar.)
Enemy S/M previously reported was on course 120°. 
(A/C C/S UM9P, 0854Z/15.)
Have attacked enemy with depth charges. Estimate 
no hits.
(A/C C/S UM9P, 0856Z/15.)

U/B. Am over enemy submarine in 36.50 N. 54.08 W (sic)
sighted on surface and observed to submerge, 
first sighted on course 110°, speed 6 knots.
(A/C C/S TXCCJ, 0910/15 to Gibraltar.)

JONQUIL, Your 1103z/14th, para. 4. T.F. 1 cannot enter
T.F. 1. harbour until Monday morning and are anchoring
v n  l u  breakwater. Maintaining patrol. Request

'Y ’ further instructions.
7° (JONQUIL, 0927Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)

(group missed) Your 0927/15th, remain on patrol until ships 
enter port, then return to Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F., 1813Z/15 to JONQUIL, A(group missed), ARMENIA.)

/U/B
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Am over enemy S/M in position YGNV 2526 
(indecypherable) was on surface, first sighted 
on course 085° speed 16 knots.
(A/C G/S UA1Y, 0930Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

(011° 89 miles from position ?) 37° 00’ N. 12°s
(PENTSTEMON, 0945/15 to Gibraltar.)

Am over enemy submarine in 36.45 N. 11.22 W. 
(A/C C/S UM9P, 0950Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

Am over enemy S/M in 36.38 N. 11.40 W.
(A/C C/S UM9P, 1010Z/15 to Gibraltar.)
Enemy S/M previously reported, periscope only 

sighted. First sighted on course 160° speed unknown.
(A/C C/S UM9P, 1020Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

Gibraltar WX.6901. AI.157, 15th November.
Air Report. Opsum for 30 hours ended midnight 14th Nov.

U-Boat sightings and attacks, 19 sightings 
including 11 attacks. Hudson d/ 608 0952 hours 
LBXP 2552 Go. 250°, 9 kts. attacked. Hudson 

L/608 1002 hours LBXP 2552 Co. and speed unknown. Attacked. 
After attack U/B cruised slowly round in tight left circles 
with bows high above water. Swordfish W/813 (Oran) 1025 hours 
LBXP 2840, Co. and speed unknown, not attacked. Swordfish 
K/813 (Oran) 1055 hours LBCP 3800 Co. and speed unknown, not 
attacked. Hudson M/608 0900 hours LBRN 3140 Co. 080°, 14 knots,
attacked. Hudson S/608 1105 hours LBQS 0347 Co. 120°, 2 knots,
attacked. Hudson S/233 1404 hours LBQS 4001 Co. and speed n
unknown, attacked. Hudson L/500 1102 hours LBCP 2012 Co. 180°,
8 knots, attacked. U/B beached. Ref. U/B attacked by D and 
L/608 this was subsequently attacked L/500 and was seen to beach 
near Cape Ivi. Hudson A/233 140 hours NHWD 4715 Co. 270°, 8 
knots, not attacked. Swordfish j/813 (Algiers) 1135 hours 
CZPB 3605 Co. 090°, 6 knots, not attacked. Hudson M/500 1342 
hours LBRN 1657 Co. 230°, 8 knots, not attacked. Hudson U/233 
1525 hours NKTQ 4950 or 4900 Co. 090°, 12 knots, attacked.
Hudson B/233 1620 hours, LBJB 1545 Co. 090°, 12 knots, attacked. 
Hudson A/233 1405 hours NEWD 4715 Co. 170°, 8 knots, not 
attacked. Hudson W/500 (Oran) 1027 hours LBXP 2840 Co. 090°,
8 knots, attacked. Hudson f/ 500 (Oran) 1029 hours, LBXP 3653 
Co. 090, 6 knots, attacked. Hudson x/500 (Oran) 1022 hours 
XTCP 0000 Co. and speed unknown, attacked. Hudson C/9Z8 ? 608 
0947 hours LBQS 4325 Co. 110° speed unknown, not attacked.
Hudson U/233 1508 hours NHAF 5707 Co. 095°, 6 knots, not 
attacked.
2) No enemy activity over Rock.
A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 1030Z/15.)

War Diary. 

U/B.

PENTSTEMON.

U/B.

U/B.

/Movements • • •
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-^Movements. Arrivals^BULLDOG,"^BEAGLE, BOREAS, (missing group),

LARGS, SS. REINA DEL PACIFICO, GLENGYLE, MOOLTAN, 
SALACIA. b-44o

(F.O.C.N.A., 1053A/15 to Admty., F.O.I.C. Oran.)
Arrivals COREOPSIS, ARCTIC RANGER, ST. NECTAN,*LOCH OSKAIG,
R.F.A. DINGLEDALE, BROWN RANGER.
(V.A.C.N.A. , 1123Z/15 to Admty., (R) N . C , X . P . ) ^ ^ i

ALGERINE
sunk. Following received from POZARICA. (Begins).
LL+l J/’k L iX  6/m Regret to report loss of ALGERINE about 0400

^.^jjtoday Sunday. Oause unknown. Survivors being 
brought in now by MULL, HOY, and ALARM. (Ends.) 
(ROBERTS, 1106Z/15 to S.O. Inshore Sq.dn.)

Sail at 2130 tonight Sunday with WISHART, BEAGLE 
to arrive Oran 0830/l6th. Route through 
position 70 and 2. Route from Oran to Algiers 
through positions 34° 39' 1° 00', time of 
sailing from Oran will be ordered later.

AURORA acknowledge.
(N.C.X.F.. 1145Z/15 to AURORA, (R) F.O.C. Gibraltar Force,
Capt. (S) 8, S.O. Force H, C.S.10, A.O.C. Gib., WISHART, 

BEAGLE, Western Algiers, F.O. Inshore Sqdn., F.O.I.C. Oran.)

off n>oujt

AURORA,
%ISHART,
•BEAGLE.

LE TONNANT 
, (French)

My 1330/14th. I am informed submarine was
scuttled early this morning just outside Cadiz 
and crew have landed at Spanish territory.
I will confirm and report any further details 
as soon as possible.
(Cadiz, 1200/15 to Admty., S.O.(l) Gibraltar, B. 
N .A .  Madrid.)

Situation 
Area X, 
2002A/I5th.

1. U.S. S/Ms SHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB, in 
vicinity 35.01 15.01 proceeding on surface to 
36.01 20.01, 11. L «. Milt,
2. JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising in area 
between Canary Islands and point 36.01 30.02.

3. K.X.6 LANCASTER, WELLS, 3 corvettes, 4 trawlers 38.12 13.33 
123°, 6£ (see 1801/15. )*\r.
4. Swedish relief ships CAMELIA, EROS, FORMOSA 36.01 14.01
090°, 12. w
5. M.K.F.l(Y) ARGUS, WRESTLER, AMAZON, EXE. SALE, GLAISDALE 
37.01 12.11 through 39.12 17.01 thence 3576, 13*.
6. SHEFFIELD, JAMAICA 46.16 15.45 through 41.10 17.25 24 knots 
probably to sweep between 43 N. and 46 N.W. of 18 W.
7. K.M.S.3,BLACK SWAN, 1 sloop, 9 corvettes 44.44 18.01 180°
7* (see 1637/15. )//7 . 3  •
8. BIDEFORD 1 merchant ship off Cape St. Vincent coastwise to
Lisbon 10. R /v 4 merchant ships 235° Bugio Light 5 at 1300A/ 
16th and escort 228°, 7. LU t y U i
9. JONQUIL, ARMERIA off Spartel to Gibraltar 14. L—  />.£*>/ tfu:-
10. M.K.S.h(X) LONDONDERRY/PRESCOTT, WOODSTOCK, LOUISBHRG 
detached Gibraltar Straits to 36.10 10.01 thence 300°, 7^.

*  L c j . p, \,y 3 t ,! u . '

/ll •  • •
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11. VANSITTART one merchant ship 43.47 16.20
to northward 11. /~AO*iry
12. GLAISDALE, BRILLIANT, one tug", with'damaged 

-^merchant ship in tow approx. 36.15 07.45 to
Gibraltar 13. **ST. NECTAN and LOCH OSKAIG 36.01
05.57 proceed to relieve GLAISDALE and BRILLIANT 
who then return to Gibraltar .K A l m a a c K -  a/j it,/ 
(N.G.X.F. , 1201A/1 5 . ) ^ l e v l a ^ L ^ / > u x  

My 1201Z, amend para. 7 to read:
045° 08’ 019° 11’ through 045° 01’ 019° 20’ and 042° 01’ 019°
15’ thence 166°, 7^.

(N.G.X.F., 1637Z/15 to N.A. Stn.)
My 120l/l5th. Amend para. 3 to read (E) 037° 12’ 011° 36’ 

through 036° 22’ 010° 01’ to Gibraltar 7.
(N.C.X.F., 1801Z/15 to N.A. Stn.)
My 1201Z. Add para. 14. Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND 

leaves Gibraltar approx. 2359A/15 to Casablanca, 12.
(N.C.X.F., 2116Z/15 to N.A. Stn.)
My 120lz/l5th add para. 15. Swiss Charter Ship THETIS 

(Greek) 37.33 14.37 to 37.10 16.30 thence 264° 10.
(N.C.X.F., 2134Z/15 to N.A. Stn.)

French French ships JAMAIQUE and ERIDAN should be sailed
Shipping. empty to Gibraltar in M.F.K.2. Other French

ships should also be sailed for Gibraltar in
E. T.l if possible in order to clear the berths. 
(N.C.X.F., 1209Z/15 to N.O.I.C. Oran, (r )
F. O.C.N.A.)

Situation 
Area X 
2002A/15th. 
(Contd.)

U/B Am over enemy S/M in 36.35 N. 10° 54’ W.
attacked. When previously reported was on surface course

095° speed 12 knots. Have attacked enemy with 
depth charges.
(A/C C/S UA1S, 1218Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

BLEAN. My 1200Z/15 (not received in W.R.) P ,C . and S.
, 036° 28’ N. 009° 39’ W. 100° 15. Request

rr , instructions.
, *'7° (BLEAN, 1220Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A. )

U/B. Am over S/M in 36.32 N. 00.32 W. sighted on
surface course 270° speed 8 knots and subsequently 
observed to submerge.
(A/C C/S TXCCJ, 1225/15 to Gibraltar.)

PENTSTEMON,
SAMPHIRE.
Convoy.

PENTSTEMON and SAMPHIRE have passed (? through) 
position referred to in your 1355A/l3th and not 
met W.A.D.U. Request further instructions. My 
positions, course and speed 36.53 N. 00.20 W. 
253°, 12.
(PENTSTEMON, 1230Z/15 to F.O.I.S., (R) SPEY.)

/u.s. • • •
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Cdr. U.S. Sub. Squadron 50's 12l9/13th.
Following routes are established. From position 
(D) 043° 01* 020° 02’.
Route Red through (E) 045° 01* 013° 50'.

(F) 049° 20' 013° 50’. (g ) 10 miles 180° from Bishop Rock
latitude 049° 52’ N. longitude 006° 27' W. (H) 10 miles 180° 
from Lizard Head latitude 049° 58' N. longitude 005° 11’ V/. 
Route White through (j) 044° 45’ 013° 22'. (K) 049° 02’ 013° 
21' thence (G) and (H).
Route Blue through (L) 044° 34’ 012° 55'. (M) 049° 01’ 012°
54' thence (G) and (H).
Route Black through (N) 044° 15’ 012° 25'. (P) 048° 59' 012°
25’ thence (G) and (H).
(2) Submarine will be allocated to route later.
F.O.C.N.A. pass to N.C.X.F. and Commander U.S. S/M Squadron 50. 
(F.O.(S), 1234A/15 to*SHAD,*HERRING,*BARB,-̂ GUNNEL/  BLACKFISH, 
(R) Admty., F.O.C.N.A., C. in C. W.A., C. in C. Plymouth, 
N.C.X.F., N.O.I.C. Falmouth, Cdr. U.S. Sub. Squad No.50, 
Comnaveu, Capt. (S) 3, U.S. Sub. Tender BEAVER. )#

U.S.
submarines.

Situation
1958A/15th.

1. BLACKFISH in vicinity of 21.01 20.01 
proceeding to 43.01 20.01 on surface 11^.
2. BRIDGEWATER 31.13 32.01 180°, 12.
3. KYBER? 22.20 20.57 160°, 10.
(N.C.X.F., 1235Z/15 for Area Z.)

PRESCOTT. My P.C. and S. 1300/l5th 036° 00* N. 006 w 35*
 ̂- - h i,  L  U C ! L  ' 13 returning Gibraltar alone, request

' approval.
U .y o  (PRESCOTT, 1300Z/15 to N.C.X.F., (R) Cdre. F.) 

Your 1300Z/l5th. Return to harbour.
(N.C.X.F., 1653Z/15 to PRESCOTT.)
On return to harbour request you will (? route) PRESCOTT to 
overtake M.K.S. l(X).
(N.C.X.F., 1657Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) PRESCOTT.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 37.10 N. 02.05 E. sighted
on surface on course 280°, speed 12 knots, and 
subsequently observed to submerge.
(A/C C/S TXCCR, 1316Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

T.F. 38. T^BLEAN and PRESCOTT searching for you. PRESCOTT 
was in 35.18 N. 07.18 W. steering 060° 13 knots 
at 0730. BLEAN position unknown. Request you 

will give them instructions. 3 u yo
(N.C.X.F., 1322Z/15 to (Cora.) U.S. T.F.38, (r ) BLEAN, PRESCOTT.) 
My escorts have not contacted T.F.38. Have oilers ARCHER been 
detached? If not arrange R/V such that destroyers from 
Gibraltar can meet. Think C.T.F.38 has not received my signal, 
pass to him in other cypher, allowing ample time for congestion 
of communications.
(N.C.X.F., 1741Z/15 to N. C. W. N.T. F. )

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 36° N. 12° W. sighted on
surface on course 90° speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S UA1S, 1325Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

/THUNDERBOLT ..
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FHlii: Commando th Gibraltar.
1303/15th N■. vembor. 

Date: 15.11.42.

'AI/KHflGZO: A.F.H.Q. Abfor.

ELITE!) LITEEUj TEXT.
Hof. No*594 (Gib). SI'dREP No.8, Nov. 14th to 2100.

1. Naval.

Forco II at Gibraltar refuelling. Bulk of 
assault convoys on route U.K. WARWICK CASTLE an-1 1 
U.K. ship torpedoed; auxiliary carrier*AVENGEH sunk; 
a ll west of Gibraltar. Fescue craft on routo..

^ ■4— & !+ Of b i t ?  —
C-J • Eastern Task Forco.

Inshore Nava.l Squadron supporting advance 1st 
Army. No other report.

3. Centro and Nos tern '1 ask Forco s.

Nothing to report.

4. Air.

Gibraltar 32 A/S sorties; 19 sightings; loading 
to 11 attacks. 1 submarine scon to beach near Gap 
Iv i. 14 C-47's, 18 Boaufightors, 12 Biglays arrived 
Gibraltar fr  ;m U.K. 15 Hurribombers, 15 Spitfires,

. 2 I.B.U. Spitfires dispatched to Algiers. Bone and 
D jid je lli November 13th: Beinfnrcod by 1 fighter
squadron each both attacked by few dive bombers;
small damage; 4 H/A dostroyod_at Bono. Bougie

r -m-November 13th: Claim destroyed 11 E/A during slii
attacks. oran and Casablanca. Build up 12th Air 
Force continues. No open operations reported.

1303/15.
Advance Copy 1st Lord. A.O.N.G.(F)
II.A. 1st S.L. 13.0. L.G.h.(F) J.h.1.0. 
D.of r.(Q )

IU iCK 93
(11.28 & for H.Q.C.C.)U.S.N.(3)

-
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Onward route dive by day to pass through
A. 036° 50* 009° 28’ at 0800z/l9th.
B. 035° 38’ 007° 32’ at 0100Z/20th thence 

006° 15’.C. 035° 59'
(2) Surface to R/V with escort in C at 1600Z/20th. You will 
be escorted through Straits of Gibraltar.
(3) Submerged bombing restrictions arranged 10 miles either 
side S/M route assumed speed of advance 140 section A daylight, 
Total bombing restrictions arranged on 20th.
(4) At 000iz/21st shift wireless watch to Gibraltar broadcast 
shift to read M.S. routine using S.P.02364(21).
Further instructions follow.
(Capt. s.8, 1330Z/15 to THUNDERBOLT, (R) Admty., N.G.X.F.,
F.O.(S), V.A. Gibraltar.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 36.26 N. 00*43 W. was on 
surface when first sighted on course 090°, 6 
knots.
(A/C G/S TV5F, 1415Z/15 to Gibraltar.)

L.C.Ts. My 140l/(?llth) and your 1612/l3th. Sail all
L.G.Ts escorted by 10th and 18th trawler groups 
to Algiers as soon as possible.
(N.G.X.F., 1420Z/15 to F.O.I.C. Oran, F.O.I.S. , 
Cdre. Algiers.)

DEPTFORD, In order not to arrive during dark hours propose
ANTELOPE, convoy splits. BRITISH LADY and VIENNA with
Convoy. DEPTFORD as escort proceeding (? ahead), E.T.A.

1530z/16th. ADJUTANT with ANTELOPE as escort 
v ’ E.T.A. 0600Z/I7th. My P.C. and S. at 1200Z/15th

035° 43’ N. 002° 07’ W., 085w, 8 knots.
(DEPTFORD, 1430Z/15 to F.O.G.N.A., (R) N.G.X.F., Cdre. Algiers.) 
Reply: N.C.X.F., 1150/16.

Convoy.

AfW&HiA
JONQUIL,
CONTESSA.

Tanker is joining escort and (? ZETLAND) will 
R/V in position about 15 miles (? North) for 
Gape Carbon at 0700z/l6th. Both (? destroyers) 
remain with convoy until dark on 16th then return 
Algiers•
(Cdre. Algiers, 1456Z/15 to SCOTTISH, (r ) F.O. 
Inshore Sqdn.)

U.S. Naval Authorities have requested we wait 
and escort steamer CONTESSA to Gibraltar.

, . Sailing a.m. tomorrow. Her speed is 15 knots.
(JONQUIL, 1457/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) N.C.X.F.)

BIDEFORD, M.K.S. 1.

l

My 1914/14 (No trace in W.R.) Para. (5), amend 
times to read 1500/16.
2. Report by immediate signal to F.O.C.N.A. if 
not met by 1600Z/16.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1616Z/15 to BIDEFORD.)

/ U / B  ...
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U/B S/M has dived bearing 290° Caxine 38. Was 

sighted on surface and observed to submerge.
When first sighted was on course 380°, 12 knots. 
(Call sign indecypherable, 1630/15 to Gibraltar.)

P.222, P.51. My 1310/14th.U l j  l u i v /  x t u i i ,  v u n c u  u  x  u x y v / u  k j j  v - i o j r .

(l) P.222 from Q proceed 5 miles off Spanish 
coast through R, 135° Cape Palos 5 at 0030/18th

Onward route dived by day.

S Cape de Gata 5 at 2000/18th and arriving Gibraltar 1000/l9th.
(2) P.51 proceed by same route through R. at 0100/19th then 
adjust speed to pass S at ?(1000 or 1200)/20th and arrives 
Gibraltar at 1000/21st.
(3) Both submarines proceed on surface at discretion of C.O. 
on day of arrival.
(Capt. S.8 , 1650Z/15 to P.222, P.51.)

Western Bone. No bombing at Bone but fighter strafing
Mediterranean, of aerodrome. 2 Me.109s and one Ju . 8 8 down. 
Situation 2 Spitfires down but pilots safe. BICESTER and
report BRAMHAM sailed for Algiers 2100/14th escorting
1500/15. French ships COLOMBIE, MARRAKECH and GALLIUM.

fc-JL* “̂ BICESTER attacked by 6 Stukas when eastbound at 
£/>. h /#-<« 1550/l4th north-east of Bougie. One down, one
•damaged. > PRINSES BEATRIX, QUEEN EMMA left Bone and arrived 
Algiers at 2330/14th. They were attacked at 1730/14 N.E. of 
Bougie. No damage., s^_ 0 v • **— f» ̂ 7C
Bougie ships. Air activity slight on 14th Nov., but harbour 
machine gunned by aircraft and 2 bombs dropped close to ROBERTS 
and COXWOLD (sic).
NARKUNDA sailed unloaded for Algiers at 1630/14th Nov. Hit by 
2 bombs forward at 1720/14th Nov. off Cape Carbon and abandoned. 
Sank 4 hours later. CADMUS landed 211 NARKUNDA survivors 
Algiers today including Cdre. and Master. Westward sailings 
in daylight have been forbidden. POZARICA and escorts arrived 
a.m./15th. COXWOLD (sic) left a.m. unescorted for Bone with 
petrol, having landed half cargo at Bougie, fighter (? screen) 
provided in daylight.
Algiers. WELSHMAN arrived 0900 today. Fuelled and sailed 
for Operation "Analysis" 1300A.
ROYAL SCOTSMAN and ROYAL ULSTERMAN arrived with 1000 troops 
from Oran. 1—  A. £ * 0 f jS

*T.E.3. Two ships for Bougie, four for Bone with motor Vs. s
Philippeville sailed 1400 today. Will be escorted until dark 
tomorrow by LAMERTON and WHEATLAND. Lbx-
2 store ships for Bougie sailing after dark today escorted by 

/ ZETLAND and?WHEATLAND, t—  - * i L ̂
6 L.C.Ts have arrived from west.

^fQUEEN EMMA and*PRINSES BEATRIX sailing 2200 today for Bougie 
with troops ex ORMONDE. COWDRAY refloated and berthed inside 
harbour.
(S.O.I.S. , 1735/15 to N.C.X.F. )  ̂ _ p  ̂/ (> -̂4

31 and 135, M i w  and trawlers «.S7R0tfSAY and RUSKHOLM for

/ZETLAND ...



MOST SECRET

670
15.11.1942.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
ZETLAND arriving about 0800A/I6th has ammunition 
for you.
(F.O.I.S., 1735A/15 to ROBERTS.)

Arrived.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1742A/15 to Admty.)

Your 1320z/l5th, return to Gibraltar.
Pass through 036° 30' N. 006° 30’ W. to avoid 
convoy.
(N.C.X.F., 1802Z/15 to BLEAN.)

COREOPSIS, VERITY, ROTHESAY, STORNOWAY did not 
sail. Will be sailed to overtake at daylight. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1805Z/15 to Escorts of Convoy 
M.K.S. No. 1, CHERWELL.)

My 1723/l4th. Army C.47s reported in Gibraltar. 
Could be used to transfer materials from Boeing 
flying boats Gibraltar to Casablanca Gazes Air 

Port. No suitable landing place this coast for flying boats. 
Patrol primarily 4265 secondarily 8210 k/cs. (Corrupt group) 
2716 k/cs. Recognition accordance with S.P.220 (3) 312.
S.D. 158 (part one).
(C.T.34, 1810Z/15 to ?Vice Chief of Naval Operation (U.S. ), (r ) 
N.C.X.F., Cinclant, A.O.C. W. Africa, Bathurst.)

C0NTESSA. a ir Intend sailing SS. (?C)0NTESSA to Gibraltar in
i__ bh U»i * convoy of two British corvettes now here with

* ' Coast (2 groups omitted) GUILDER and HILDER and
FIATRA. (? Additonal) hull repairs required to make her 
seaworthy.
(U.S. Naval Director Port Lyautey, 1815Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) 
C.T.F. 34.)

PRESCOTT. PRESCOTT will be sailed to overtake during
daylight 16th.

' (F.O.C.N.A., 1823/15 to N.C.X.F.)
E.T.A. 0430Z/16th. Requirements. Request six hours to fit 
I.P. bottom end bearing.
(PRESCOTT, 2345Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A.)

BUDE being sailed via Fayal.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1907Z/15 to Escorts of convoy 
M.K.S. 1, (corrupt group).)

Several Generals under German influence including 
Yague, just given Array Corps in Morocco, and 
Asensio, Minister of War, are reported to be 
pressing Franco to present allied with demands

BUDE.

Axis
intrigue,
Spain.

War Diary.

^ZETLAND,
ROBERTS.

TIGRIS.

BLEAN.
1*-*— it i (*

t

M.K.S. 1.
J* ■ L U X  •

Army C.47s.

/on ...
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on threats of Joining Axis. Munoz Grande has 
returned from Germany to assist.
It is unlikely Franco will agree, but even if he 
did, country and Army would never allow such 
policy. A.2.
(N.A. Madrid, 1908/15 Personal for D.N.I.) 

Confirmed. This is since German reactions. Object 
is to involve Spain in quarrel with us. Steps have been taken 
to bring counter influence to bear both on Franco and on 
Generals concerned. A.l. Probable that Munoz Grande is 
bringing request from Hitler for passage or bases but not 
(? ultimatum). All will be refused. B.2.
(N.A. Madrid, 1936/15 Personel for D.N.I.)

Axis
intrigue, 
Spain. 
(Contd.)

My 1908/15.

179 Sqdn., 
R.A.F.

No. 179 Squadron is to be despatched to Gibraltar 
as soon as possible for operations under A.O.C. 
Gibraltar. Detailed arrangements will be made 
by D.W.O.
(Air Min., 1925Z/15 to H.Q.C.C. , (R) A.O.C. Gib., 
A.O.C. 333 Group, C. in C. X.F., N.C.X.F., and 
44 Group.)

SAMPHIRE
defect.
P£rJ7$7£t>l0rt.

If

Have sprung a leak in No. 2 boiler room, pumps 
holding water clear boiler, proceeding Gibraltar 
at 12 knots, E.T.A. 1030A/16th PENTSTEMON in 
company.
(SAMPHIRE, 1931Z/15 to F.O.C.N.A. , (R) A.S. 
Gibraltar, SPEY, PENTSTEMON, Capt. D.13.)

RODNEY, RODNEY and FURIOUS are to remain under way in
FURIOUS. bay under orders of RODNEY whilst anchorage is

being cleared.
2. PENN, TARTAR, PATHFINDER, OPPORTUNE are to patrol to seawards.

3. Berths will be signalled when berths are clear. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1945Z/15 to PATHFINDER, PENN, TARTAR, RODNEY, 
OPPORTUNE, FURIOUS.)

UTMOST,
LE TONNANT.

(? Incomplete group) French submarine LE TONNANT 
arrived Cadiz 14th Nov. with slight defects. 
Reliably reported that she will if necessary 
repair today and sail immediately for Casablanca. 
(N.C.X.F., 2143Z/15 to UTMOST.)

N.C.X.F. in V.A. Gibraltar, 2259Z/15. 
AURORA. See his 2059Z/21.

Convoy. Convoy and escort are to anchor as convenient
i {.Si in Algiers Bay. Further signal will be made 

1 reference oiling.
(Cdre. Algiers, 2242A/15 to VIENNA, DEPTFORD 
ANTELOPE, (R) F.O.I.S.) '
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South Atlantic.

U/B. Following has been read: Ref. Admty. message
A.F. 32° 03' S 33° 52' E.
(C. in C. S.A. 0229Z/15.) W.D. Note: ADVISER 
torpedoed. See East Indies.

Sailed ELM (?N0RMAN intended see 0607/15.) 
escorting H.M.Ts FRANCONIA and RUYS to Capetown 
routed near coast, my 0326 and 0429/15 to C. in C. 
S.A. only refers.

2. Speed 14 knots. Shifting to group S.L. at 1730Z/15.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 0301Z/15 to Admty. etc.)
My 0933/14 FRANCONIA and RUYS escorted by NORMAN sailed 

0300Z/15. Amended route (p) 030° 10' S 031° 30' E (Q) 033°
44' 027° 50* (R) 034° 30' 024° 50' thence coastal to position
(N) speed 14 knots E.T.A. Capetown p.m. 17th Nov.

(N.C.S.O. Durban 0607Z/15 to Admty. etc.) Personnel 
embarked. (D.S.T.O. Durban 0922, 0959C, 1012C, 1121C/15.)

FRANCONIA
RUYS

REVENGE Sailed REVENGE wearing the flag of C.S.4.
2. Escorted by DERWENT and BLACKMONS.
3. E.T.A. Kilindini 1130Z/20.
4. Shifting to Group V at 1300Z/18. 
(Cdre. Durban 0534Z/15 to Admty. etc.)

Dispositions. Allied Units 18.40 10.20 to 23.01 18.30 thence
042° 16.5.
TRUANT 12.01 20.59 360° 11 at 1957Z/15.

ARRAN, 3 M.Ls, escorting 08.40 14.10 to Bathurst 9.
TURCOMAN escorting about 13.20 34.15 292° 8.5.

(R.A.W.A. 0915Z/15 to A.I.G. 149.)
HOLCOMBE, HYDRANGEA, 2 trawlers, 2 M.Ls, with S.T.42 03.20 

08.12 to 02.58 07.40 thence 077° 9.5.
COMMANDANT DROGOU, COMMANDANT DETROYAT, MORRIS DANCE, 3 M.Ls,with 
T.S.24 about 01 (?50) 02.59 266 7.
CORINTHIAN 01.01 02.59 to (corrupt) 11.5 i—  -
DRAGON 01 (?30) 00.30 to 01 South 11 West thence Freetown 16.5 
at 2001Z/15th. 4-—

HyJFANDANGO, KELT, 3 M.Ls;with convoy off Libreville to (corrupt) 7. 
r ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS patrol between 07.27 25.36 and 04.35 29.01

12.5.
Allied naval unit on patrol in Ascension area, MILFORD, TAMARISK, 
escorting off Lagos (Nig.) to westward 10.

(R.A.W.A. 0943Z/15 to A.I.G. 150.)
NEPAL, FORTUNE^/ROCKROSEf with C.D.l 034° 10' S 023° 12' E 

to Durban 8 knots, it i— ^ iu.fu~t+.L 
CERES 032° 15' S 029° 30* E to Durban 17 knots.

—^■NORMAN escorting FRANCONIA and RUYS 032° 46' S 028° 50' E to 
Capetown 14 knots.
INCONSTANT hunting off Durban.

(C. in C. S.A. 1215C/15 to A.I.G. 125.)

/ T.L.D.M...
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South Atlantic - Contd.
T.L.D.M. (1) Unless orders to contrary received intend

escort for T.L.D.M. shall meet p.m. 17th in Congo 
Tanker CISTU\LA and MIJDRECHT and escort to

Pointe Noire.
(2) tf-FANDANGO and*KELT will then escort these 2 tankers and BENTS 
MAERSK direct to Takoradi. Expect 21 from Pointe Noire p.m. 18th.
(3) Northbound convoy T.L.D.M. will be sailed later when required
Vice Consul Matadi instructed in only para 1. . _
(B.N.L.O. W. A. 1105/15 to R. A.W. A. ) *• «,__

PHOEBE CORINTHIAN arriving Pointe Noire about a. m. 19th
salvage, Nov. with salvage gear for PHOEBE. Ship requires
Cofc/N~HiBrt■ about 500 tons coal, every effort to be made to

expedite. Ship has orders to proceed to Rio de 
Janeiro and may be required to escort MIJDRECHT for Pernambuco 
as far as H area. Further orders follow.
(N.C.S.O. Pernambuco 1237Z/15 to B.N.L.O. West Africa. (R) 
PHOEBE. CORINTHIAN. Admty. ) * V -

Following has been read. S/M sighted 1300 G. M.T. 
34.25 S 27.38 E.
(PRINC PAULE T.O.R. 1248Z/15.)
Ref. Admty. message A.F. 034° 25* S 027° 39* E. 
(C. in C. S.A. 1352 G.M.T./15 to B.A.M.S. Area 
3C and 3B.)

C. in C. S.A. 1247/14th Nov. addressed to F.N.F.L. 
London. F. S. LEOPARD should be sailed to South 
Pacific area to join F.S. LE TRIOMPHANT. She will 

operate as directed by Comsopac.
2. Endurance should allow passage from Mauritius or Diego 
Garcia to Fremantle with sufficient margin.
3. C. in C. S.A. is requested to obtain from Ships Officers 
latest figures from experience on passage out. A.C.N.B. pass 
to Comsopac.
(D.O.D. (F.) 1621A/15 to C. in C. S.A. C. in C. S.F. (R)
A.C.N.B. etc.)

U/B

LEOPARD

ENTERPRISE Your 1754C/15. My P.C.S. at 1930C 029° 22’ S 
035° 14' E 275° 13 knots.
(ENTERPRISE 1704Z/15 to N.O.I.C. Durban. (R) 
INCONSTANT.)

U.S. Patron 92 2nd Flight 7 planes arrived Yalo Gazes
aircraft. 1430Z remaining over night. N.C.X.F. pass to

R.A.F. Bathurst, Gambia, C. in C. U.S. Fleet,
C. in C. Atlantic Fleet U.S. R.A.W.A. and BISCAYNE 
(C.T.F. 34 1733Z/15 to N.C.X.F. etc.)

Dakar. P.R.U. Dakar 15th Nov. no change major units. 
(R.A.W.A. 1745Z/15 to N.C.X.F. etc.) .

/Vichy
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South Atlantic - Contd
Vichy
convoy.

Aircraft reports Vichy convoy 6 merchant vessels 
at 1045Z/12 Nov in 15° 36' N 17° 55' W course
193° speed 5 knots. Includes FORT VAUX, GABRIEL 
GUIST'HAU two of 7-8000 tons and two of 3-400 tons*
(S. OJfoj) Freetown 1844Z/15 as amended 1004Z/16 to 
Admty. (R) F.0. C.N.A.)* Two escort vessels.

DRAGON. Ref. C. in C. S.A. G.325 beginning 1730Z/15 to 
1855Z/15 Group A A made twice followed by 65 
seconds long repeated continuous bearing 005/3

graded 375 K/cs. R.3. my position 001° 26’ N 000° 35’ W.
(DRAGON 1855Z/15 to R.A.W.A.)
My 1218/12 altering at 0700Z/16 to pass new position X 002° 

30' N 010° 00’ W thence C.
(R.A.W.A. 2217Z/15 to DRAGON. (R) C. in C. S.A. Admty.)

U/B. Ref. Admty. message A.F. 36° 30* S 25° 00* E.
(C. in C. S.A. 2336 G.M.T./15 to B.A.M.S 
Area 3B and 3G.)
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Mediterranean.
P. U8 Your 183lA/llj.th. You are to proceed to Malta

through 38.00 09.00, 38.20 10.00, thence direct 
to position B to arrive there at 0500A/16 to 
make passage of Q.B.B. 255 during daylight as 

laid down in Y.A. Malta’s 1215A/10th October. You should be 
at F by dawn 17th thence on the surface to R/V with sweepers 
at end of searched channel at 1325A/17* P . ^  will be passing
westbound through Q.B.B. 255 daylight l6th at 80 feet.
(Capt. S.10., 0031A/15 to P.U8 (R) N.C.X.F. , C. in C. Med.,
S/ks on patrol Capt. (S) 8).

Your 093lA/15th. (0031/15th intended - S/M P.l+8 to proceed 
to Malta). Have been delayed by bad weather. Intend making 
passage of Q. B. B. 255 daylight 17th. Weather report. My 
position 038° 12’ N., 009° 36’ E.

(P.U9 - /i+8 intended, 1629A/15 to Capt. S.10, (R) *£/
N.C.X.F. , C. in C. Med).

Toulon. P.R.U. Toulon 121+0A/14* No change Main Units. 
Since 10/11, one sloop, one escort vessel, two 
submarines returned to port.
Internal movements - STRASBOURG and Galissonniere 
class cruiser from dry dock to former berths.
Two Galissonniere class cruisers and three 
submarines to dry dock.
(D.D.I.C. , 0031A/15 to C. in C. Med., etc).

/•*»■
Your 23U5 (Requesting number of torpedoes fired 
and remarks on Bizerta approach routes).
None fired (?comma) 9 on board. All shipping 
30 (?miles from) Canirock 3872 0513*
(P.221, 0032A/15 to Capt. S.10).

P.211 My l6lk/lkth. Go direct to El Agheila and work
.f/,r , . westwards from there.
T  / ,4>V/(Capt. S.10., 0053A/15 to (?P) 211 (R) N.C.X.F.

C. in C. Med).

WELSHMAN Your 12U9/lJ+th. (l) Route.

4, £ fra 
(d) 037S

038° 05’ N., Ci0° 55’ E.
037° U9' N. , 011° Z+i+* E.
037° 39’ N., 012° 15* E.

^  18’ N., 012° hV  E. (e) 037° 07’ N., 013° 15' E.
thence to seaward end of Q.B.B. 288 keeping outside 150 fathom 
until final approach.
(2) Paravanes should be run (?throughout) and maximum speed 
employed consistent with their efficiency run.
(3) This route is believed to be free of mines but Axis 
shipping (?may be) (?crossing) between position (a ) and (C). 
(k) Assume "WELSHMAN will leave Algiers complete with fuel. 
(V.A. Malta, 0059A/15 to N.C.X.F. (r ) S.O. Inshore Squadron, 
Admty. C. in C. Med., WELSHMAN).

/P.i+5. • •
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P. 45 Your 2345A/l4th. 5 torpedoes fired no hits.
£ h  £&/ No A/S patrol encountered approaches Bizerta or

(  “  Gulf of Tunis. Frequent air patrols and
transport (group missed) Enemy ships approached 

and left Bizerta roads through position 000° Canirock 2 miles 
Plane Island Light burning.
(P.45 0121A/15 to Capt. (S) 10, (R) C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F., 
S/Ms on patrol).

p.247> Your 2345* 4 torpedoes expended. U-boat sunk.
U/B sunk, t f j i t ,_ All ships appear to pass through 37.31* 10.30 /
& /i a * i T 0 ‘ ( L ) r . course 240. No further experience. //

0 (P.247, 0142A/15 to Gapt. S.10). ^
^ i l o $ 0  faw' lu-

British British prisoners of war are being evacuated
prisoners from Benghazi to Tripoli in small coastal
in Enemy M/Vs. shipping.

*tP*212, 0300A/15 to Capt. S.10. (R) S/Ms on 
patrol, C. in C. Med).* 9 L 8/
Shipping must be sunk but endeavour to avoid 

gunning groups of personnel and being immobilised by 
rescuing prisoners. _
(Capt. S.10, 0535A/15 to*f.21l).i„ /»/. ,4 */

My P.C. and S. 037° 20' N., 001° 10’ E. 253° 12 
knots.
(PENTSTEMON 0600Z/15 to S.O. Inshore Squadron 
(R) SPEY, F.O. in C. Gibraltar, N.O.I.C. Bougie).

Following is a repetition of Cdre. Algiers 1905 
/14th (begins). WELSHMAN (R) S.O. Inshore Squadro 
from Commodore Algiers. N.C.X.F. 1246/l4th.
Berth of DEWDALE anchoring 2 miles 90° from light 
on Brises Lames Est. Motor launch will call for 
passengers ends.
(N.C.X.F., 0707Z/15 to WELSHMAN (R) S.O. Inshore 
Squadron, Cdre. Algiers).

Route Algiers to Bougaroni 10 miles north of Cape Bengut, 
through position 037° 00’ N., 005° 45* E., and (?10’) North of 
Cape Bougaroni.

(F.O. Inshore Squadron, 0821Z/15 to H.M.S. WELSHMAN (R) 
N.C.X.F., Admty. V.A. Malta, C. in C. Med).

PENTSTEMON

—^WELSHMAN 
« jv\.

6 so

U/B U-boat reported by coast watcher at 2127/l4th
RORQUAL. in 033° 47' 035° 21’.

(Capt. S.l., 0815B/15 to RORQUAL).

Operation Carry out operation "Analysis" provided fighter
"Analysis". cover is available. D day is 15th.

(N.C.X.F., 0858Z/15 to S.O. Inshore Squadron, 
^WELSHMAN (R) V.A. Malta, C. in C. Med).

/BICESTER...
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BICESTER, Am being attacked by 18 enemy planes in
A/C attack. position LBLE 554 (36° N., 5° E).

J (BICESTER, 0915/15 to Malta).
( y .  y

Movements. Arrival 14th Nov. DELPHINIUM, SNAPDRAGON,
Greek Dest. IERAX, ST. ISSEY, BRIGAND, PROTEA, 
CUMBRAE, T.L.C. 104, 116, 118, 149. Departure 
14th Nov. CROMARTY, WHITEHAVEN, HARROW, DERBY, 

SNAPDRAGON, ERICA,*# EXMOOR, Tug$*STARION, T. B. DURMttTOR F.S.
LA MOQUEUSE, BRIGAND, H. S. L. 166. M.L.C. 28? 6l, 80, T.L.C. 
Ill, 153, 113, M.T.B. , 260, 262,264, 267.
(S.O.(l) Alexandria, 0920B/15 to Admty. C. in C. Med).>̂ - - - t ,J * W»/* ii « A
PORPOISE.
4— -

Am sailing PORPOISE forthwith to Cape Misurata 
area.
(Capt. S.10. , 0931A/15 to Capt. S.l. (R)
C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F. )

U/B^EXMOOR. Definitely S/M in 31° 44’ N. , 25° 57' E. Have 
pnly 15 charges left.

1 , J , (EXMOOR, 0936/15 to SNAPDRAGON (R) Alexandria,
" ^ ^ C . C . O . )

P.35 Establish patrol forthwith in vicinity position
170° C. 4, if you consider this position tenable. 
You are only to attack North Westbound large 
merchant ships or cruisers.
(Capt. S.10., 0936A/15 to P.35 (R) N.C.X.F.)

T&ASHER,
TRAVELLER.

My 1039/14. Delayed 24 hours. Amend your 
route as follows:- THRASHER through
(1 ) 34° 14’, 24° 13’ (2) 35° 1’, 22° 36’.
(3) 35° 1 ’ , 18° 58’.
TRAVELLER through (1) 033° 44’ 024° 05’
(2) 034° 30’ 022° 27’ (3) 034° 3 0’ 018° 58’.
Thence both as ordered by Capt. (s) 10.
(Capt. S.l., 0945/15 to THRASHER, TRAVELLER (R) 
C. in C. Med., Capt. S.10 S/Ms on patrol, 
C.C.F).

OSSAG 
(German 
tanker).

My 1832C November 14th. OSSAG torpedoed by S /M  
off Karaburnu at 1430 G. M.T. November 14th. 17 
repeat 17 of crew abandoned ship remaining 8 
brought vessel to Istanbul. Fact.
Reported B.3., Vessel in Turkish territorial 
waters when torpedo struck just forward of 
engines, which not damaged.
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1045C/15 to S.O.(l) Med.,
(R) S.l. D.N.I.)

/A/C...
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Hudson aircraft A.M. 722 crashed in position 
290° Cape Matifou 7 at 1045. Aircraft had 
attacked S A ^ 340° 25 miles from Algiers. All 
picked up, but two were dead. Aircraft sank. 
Request instructions re survivors and deceased. 
These were reported in H.M.S. GERANIUM 1041 
(Not received in W.R.)
(LEITH, 1144Z/15 to Cdre. Algiers (R) S.O. Insh 
Squadron, A. O.C. Gibraltar, ROCHESTER).

4. Air. Night 13/14 Nov. Liberators and 
Wellingtons bombed Benghazi harbour starting 
2 fires. 2 Wellingtons missing. 14th Nov. 
Midday attack by American B.17 S on Benghazi 
Harbour hampered by low cloud, only one aircraft 
being able to locate target. Results of bombing 
unobserved but smoke seen rising.
(C. in C. M.E. , 1145 G.M.T./15).

Following from Capt. (S) COPIA. Ref. 
para. 5 of your sailing orders. Before leaving 
patrol you are to take some form of offensive 
action which will ensure your presence becoming 
known to enemy. A most important effect of 
Allied submarine operations in iffeean has been 

to cause considerable disloclation of traffic owing to fear 
submarine attack.
(Capt. S.l., 1152B/15 to G.S. TRITON (R) C. in C. Med).

A/C crashed, 
attack on
° /B- U.W,

Cositrep.
No. 594 Part 
II.

TRITON

Appeal to Your 1810/14 not to Cdre. Algiers.
Admiral Message is being passed to Cdre. Algiers
Moreau. for personal delivery to Admiral Moreau.

I am averse to broadcasting this message at 
present but have instructed Commodore Algiers 
to see that its existence and contents are 
known in Algiers.
(N.C.X.F. , 1200Z/15 to Admty (R) Cdre. Algiers).

Situation report Tobruk. Enemy left hurriedly, 
little demolition having taken place. Jetties 
intact other than those damaged by our bombing. 
Anchor berths available for two ships. Outer 
boom useless. Inner boom apparently intact. 
Water believed uncontaminated. Port should be 

opened to shipping as from a.m./l6th. Collation of maps issued 
by M.M.N.I.C. dated September substantially correct. My 1954/1 
Bardia. Two ships can be received as from p.m./15th.
(S.O.(I) Med., 1217/15 to Admty. (for D.N.I.)).

Tobruk,
Bardia
re-occupied.

/W.A.D..
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PENTSTEMOJT and SAMPHIRE have passed through 
position referred to in your 2355A/13th and not 
met W.A.D. slow. Request further instructions. 

My P.C. and S. 36.53 N., 00.20 W., 253° 12. 
(PENTSTEMON, 1230Z/15 to P.0. Inshore, Squadron 
(R) SPEY). 2 L ^  / . ^ 4

R/C. Porcenoon visuals 15th Nov.
(1) Naples - no change
(2) Taranto, Messina and Tunis, P.R.U. not 
returned.
(V.A. Malta, 1235A/15).

w . s . 2 3  Z. Your 1818A/13 (Originated by W.R. calling for 
16U4/6 (quoted in C. in C. E.P's 0835/12) of 
which there is no trace of previous receipt in 
Admty). Following is a repetition of my 16Ub/ 6
(begins) addressed C. in C. S.A. (R) C. in C. 

E.F., F.O.C.R.S.F. P.S.T.O. Egypt, Cmdre. Aden, Prom C. in C. 
Med. Admty's 15U8A/2U/9. Request information E.T.A. Aden of 
W.S.23 Z. (ends),
(C. in C. Med,, 12U5B/15 to Admty),

MAURO CROCE 
Italian.

Arrival.
(Barcelona, 1301/15 to M.W.T.)

EXMOOR
js. tjr & ,

Unless otherwise ordered maintain A/S patrol off 
Bardia tonight, rejoining motor (as received) 
when it leaves.
(S.O. 2nd Escort Group 1351B/15 to EXMOOR (R) 
N.O.I.C. Alexandria, S.O. Force I N.O.I.C. 
Bardia).

Air R/C 
by E.A.C.

My 2220/ 13th para. 2. Confirmed that Eastern 
Air Command can now undertake P.R.U. Tunis 
Bizerta Cagliari. V. A. Malta pass to A.O.C. Med. 
(N.C.X.P. , 1352/15 to N.O.I.C. Malta (R) Admty) 
Reply: V. A. Malta, 1210A/16.

BURGONET Sailed B.D.V. BURGONET 15th Nov. 
(N.O.I.C. Massawa, 1358Z/15 to Admty).

S/Ms Arrival P.212, departure#?.i+2,PORPOISE, a—«.
(V.A. Malta, 1J+37A/15 to Admty. C. in C. Med., J 
C ap t. ( s )  1)» .

y.nx

/Algiers...
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Algiers, Brief situation report for area West of Algiers
Situation. 2002Z/15th. Submarines except (corrupt group)

T.E. 4 36.29 N. , 00.27 E. , through 36. 46 N., 
01.18 E. and 36.53 N., 02. 54 E. , to Algiers 8£.
(2) M.K.S.l (A) 36.14 N., 03.40 W. , to Gib. 9.
(3) M.K.F. 2 36.51 N. , 02.31 E., through 36.4-6 N. 

01.18 E., and 35.42 N., 03.01 W., thence Gibraltar 13.
Oran section joined in 35*56 N., 00.50 W., at 1000Z/16.
(N. C.X. F. , 14J+OZ/15 to All British ships and Authorities 
concerned in Operation ’'Torch” V. A. Malta excluding ship 
refitting in U.K.)

LAMERTON,
ZETLAND.

7
LAMERTON is joining escort and (?ZETLAND) will 
R/V in position about 15 miles North ? of Cape 
Carbon at 0700z/l6th. Both destroyers remain 
with convoy until dark on l6th then return Algi 
(Cmdr. Algiers, 1456Z/15 to SCOTTISH (R) 
S.O.I.S.)

“̂ WELSHMAN 1. WELSHMAN expects to pass through 038° 05*
P . 4 2 * ~ , 010° 55’ E., at 0100A/l6th thence to Malta 
P.48. ••— >t£jirough Q. B. B. 255 keeping approx, to submarine 

jrt , route and proceeding at high speed.
r • ' 2. P.42 left Malta at 1200A/15th by reverse of

WELSHMAN *s route arriving proximity 037° 19’ N., 
012° 49' E., about 0600A/l6th.
3. P.48 with no torpedoes passes through 038° 20' N., 010°
00’ E., at 1800/I5th thence through Q. B. B. 255 by same route 
as WELSHMAN to Malta.
(V.A. Malta, 1504A/15 1538A/15 to WELSHMAN H.M. P.48 H.M. P.42 
(r ) S/tas on patrol).

R/C Request all naval R/C information or intentions
intelligence, for air operations to westward of Malta may be 

addressed to F.O.I.C. and Com. Algiers as well 
as to me. They should bear Q. H. on Malta Borad- 
cast until fixed service between Algiers and 

Malta is established.
2. F.O.I.S. and Com. Algiers at present provide alternative 
link from A.O.C. Malta to Eastern Air Command in emergency.
3. V.A. Malta pass to A.O.C.S. Med., F. O.I.S. , pass to Eastern 
Air Command.
(N.C.X.F., 1540Z/15 to V.A. Malta, (R) F. O.I.S. Com. Algiers, 
Admty).

Submarines. S/M situation Western Med. at 2000Z/15th Nov.
(i) CLYDE 036° 39’ N., 002° 11* W., on surface at 
12 knots to Gibraltar to arrive 0930/l6th keeping 

within 5 miles of Spanish coast.
(ii) TRIBUNE 040° 27’ N., 001° 58’ E., diving by day 2± knots
on surface by night 11 knots course 53° A——7*.
(iii) *P.222, 41.23 N., 04.39 E., diving by day 2? knots on 
surface by night 11 knots course 236°.
(iv) ».51, 41.36 N., 05.07 E. , diving by day 2i knots on surface 
by night 8 knots course 236°.
(N.C.X.F., 1601Z/15 to S. and A. in Area G). * i-—  /> ii»c

/P.221...
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At 2001A today 15th proceed establish patrol 
within 5 miles 037° 37' 010° 2+9* passing clear 
to Northward of P. 22+7 and P. 2+5.
(Capt. S.10., 1610A/15 to P.221, (R) N.C.X.F. , 
Subs, on patrol.)

P.2+2 P.2+2 has sailed to make passage Q.B.B. 255
ULit \ daylight 16 and to establish patrol in position
'7 1 037° 52’ 011° 25' for about 22+ hours then when

ordered by signal to Naples south of Becca 
Piccola.
(Capt. S.10. , 1632A/15 to N.C.X.F. S/Ms on 
Patrol (R) C. in C. Med., Capt. S.8., Capt. S.l)

Air R/C. 8 E-boats 6 small vessels 2 barges 2+ sailing 
vessels course 270° coastwise between 31.12 N., 
16.36 E. , and 30.23 N., 18.2+8 E., 1 merchant 
vessel anchored off 30.23 N., 18.2+8 E. , Much 
activity on coastal road moving west, cold front 
approaching.
(A/C C/S U3TD, 1703/15 to 201 Group)
(Capt. S.10., 1707A/15 to Subs on patrol).

P.228,
STURGEON, 

*  TRIBUNE.
Capt. (s)  8s 1310Z/12+. Onward route through
vicinity of following positions
(A) i+i+° 18' 8° 52+' (B) 23° 50’ 9° 2+3*.
(C) 2+3° 08’ 9° 2+0' (D) 2+2° 55', 9° 2+1*
(E) 2+2° 10’ 9° 50’ (F) 2+0° 52*, 12° 2+6*.
Proceed with caution and run MDU between

positions (c)  and (D) P.228 is to report safe passage through 
these positions On arrival at (F). While in Gulf Genoa keep 
in over 200 fathoms. Patrol positions of Naples will be
signalled.
(Capt. S.10., 1727A/15 to P.228, STURGEON, TRIBUNE (R) Capt. 
(S) 8, N.C.X.F.)

WELSHMAN No afternoon R/C or night patrols 15/18 owing
., _ to weather.

*" /i/‘6/4-/<7V (V.A. Malta, 1730A/15 to WELSHMAN).

M.K.F.2 Convoy M.K.F.2 sailed 1730Z/15- Merchant ships
CIRCASSIA, STRATHEDEN, STRATHMORE,DUCHESS OF 
RICHMOND, CAMERONIA, ARUNDEL CASTLE, forming 
Algiers portion. Cdre. Rear Adm. Turle in 

STRATHMORE Vice Cdre. Master of CIRCASSIA. S. of A. 13 knots. 
Convoy codeword ••Manicur". Routed in accordance with your 
1905Z/13 to position F.
(Cdre. Algiers, 172+5Z/15 to N.C.X.F., F.O.I.S.)

N.C.C.N. T.F. , 123lZ/l2+th and my l2+2+lz/3rd. ROYAL SCOTSMAN 
and ROYAL ULSTERMAK should be included M.K.F.2.
(N.C.X.B., 1835Z/15 to Cmdre. Algiers (r ) F.O.I.C. Oran).

/PORPOISE
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‘ PORPOIiPORPOISE', ■' PORPOISE sailed 1UOOA/15 to operate South of
33.UO between 1U00 and 1510. P.212 will sail

P. 211. at 0600A/l6th for patrol south of 33.UO between
' 1510 and 1700. You have freedom of action East

of longitude 17.00.
Westward transit of British prisoners reported 
completed also they invariably travel in steam 

ships so tugs lighters and auxilliaries may be attacked with 
confidence.
(Capt. S.10., 18U5A/15 to P.211 (R) C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F. , 
Subs, on Patrol).

Malta Air I. 110, 15 Nov. C.S.R.
Report. Night lU/15th 1935 and 2215 hrs. 2 Beaufighters

up for several raids which turned back before 
reaching Malta. 1 Beaufighter made intruder 
patrol over Pantellaria Aerodrome but had no

combat.
Day 15th. 0720 and 1100 hrs. Total of 8 Spitfires were airborne 
for several raids which turned back before reaching island.
12 Spitfire sorties were made in armed R/C patrols against Axis 
transport aircraft in the Lampedusa Linosa area but no enemy 
aircraft were seen.
(A.H.Q. , Malta, 1905Z/15).

10th S.F. Request you will now resume operational control
control. of 10th Sub. F. but that you will include

approaches to Bizerta and Tunis amongst their 
tasks for the present.

I am most grateful to you for service of 10th Sub. F. during 
opening stages of "Torch”.
2. Intend 8th S/M Flot. to be employed in area north of 
Sicily. They will for present remain under operational control 
of Capt. S.10 when East of 8° E but I hope soon to move 
MAIDSTONE up to Algiers after which Capt. S.8 had better extend 
his control to the Cape Bon Marittimo line.
3. Request your remarks and V.A. Malta's.
(N.C.X.F. 1920Z/15 to C. in C. Med. (R) Admty. F. O.C.N.A.
Capt. S.l. Capt. S.8. Capt. S.10. "V.A. Malta.)
Reply: C. in C. Med. l6l2B/l6.

// . .P. Your l629A/15th ) acknowledged.
Carry out programme in my 0031A/15 2k hours late. 
WELSHMAN and P. k2 are only likely friends 

‘ sighted.
(Capt. S.10. 19U5A/15 to p.i|8. (R) N.C.X.F.
S/Ms on patrol.)

P.̂ 5* piEnemy
Units.

One merchant ship one unknown ship 2 destroyers 
in 037° 3 0 ' 010° 25' course 60° 10 knots, all 
torpedoes expended, am withdrawing to seaward. 
(P.U5 2002A/15 to Capt. S.10. (R) C. in C. Med.)

/ A/S air
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A/S air 
escort for 
convoys.

T C A 0 11. Intend A/S air escort 16th Nov. 
all dawn to dusk. K.X.6 , M.K. F. l(Y), M.K.F. 2. 
one C each, M (?K) (?S) 1 X, (?one) (?H), 
convoy "Hankey" one Swordfish. A/S air search 
four H p.m. area W K, W A, W R, five H p.m. 

area W R, W F, or H p.m. L B W 0, one C, blank T V Y, one C,
C Z U B. A/S air patrol Oran one Swordfish all day.
(N.C.X.F. 2030Z/15 to All British S and A concerned in Operation 
’•Torch". V.A. Malta, (excluding ships refitting in U.K.))

Operation My 2051/13 para 2.
"Stoneage" M.W.13 is to pass seaward end Alexandria searched 

channel 0700 D plus one thence through B B and 
D D keeping at least 15 miles off shore at S of 

A of 13 knots until dark D plus 2 after which best speed is to 
be maintained.
(2) Force A is to join M.W. 13 at 0700 D plus 2 in position B B.
(3) My 120U/1U para 3 for 0800/16 Nov. read 0600/17 Nov.
(U) C.S.15,R.A. Alexandria,EURYALUS, DULVERT0N, acknowledge.
(C. in C. Med. 20U3B/15> 0929B/17 to All concerned "Stoneage".)

Movements Algiers arrival WELSHMAN, CADMUS, ROYAL
Algiers. ULSTERMAN, ROYAL SCOTSMAN,*PENTSTEMON^ SAMPHIRE,

L.C.Ts 152, 170, 160*(?135, 16U, 169,
iL+uh'u ¥ '*«*RONALDSHAY, HORATIO and QUEEN EMMA, PRINSES 
BEATRIX from Bone. i/S.
Departure WELSHMAN for Malta. PELICAN, FLEETWOOD, BANFF,
SENNEN escorting M.K.F.2. QUEEN EMMA, PRINSES BEATRIX,tug 
ST. DAY, ZETLAND, for Bougie. SCOTTISH, CAVA, STROMA, Wot or 
Minesweepers 13U and 33 for Bone, RUSKHOLM, STRONSAY for 
Philippeville. WHEATLAND and LAMERTON escorting convoy 
eastward. iT.E. 'i)
(Cdre. Algiers 223UA/15 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F. S.O.I.S.)

^  N o  i . . t -  *, t y j  iw

Convoy. Convoy and escort are to anchor as convenient
in Algiers Bay. Further signal will be made 
I * 6 f 6 P 6 T IC 6  oiling.
(Cdre. Algiers 22U2A/15 to VIENNA, DEPTFORD. 
ANTELOPE. (R) F.O.I.S.) pp U  9 *7 0*

Movements. 1 5 th Nov. Port Said arrivals p.m. AETOS, FALK.
Departures TETCOTT, ALDENHAM, BEAUFORT, DIDO, 
ORION, DULVERTON, CROOME, PINDOS, ARETHUSA, 

^CLEOPATRA, FAREHAM, ANTWERP, G. Z lighters 98, 
12, 1U, 3U* R. F. A. WAR KRISNA.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said. 2323/12 to Admty. etc.)

*c ..s
P.U2. After gaining patrol position withdraw 10 miles 

2i+0° until 0500/17 to let p.1+5 and P.U8 pass you. 
(Capt. S.10. 2358A/15 to P. 1+2. (R) P.U5. P-U8.)
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ADVISER Following has "been read: Addressed Colombo W/T
torpedoed. S/M Sighting Signal 52.03.S. 35.52 E.

ADVISER torpedoed,
(Mauritius Radio 0053Z/15, Slangkop Radio No. 
T.0.0./15,)

Following received:- SSSS 32,035> ii.52.E, Approx. 
ADVISER still afloat, number 1 and 2 holds full water, all 
lifeboats afloat and still is ADVISER,

(Colombo W/T T.O.R. 071+3 G.M.T./15).
Following received. Amended position ^>2.^0 S i i o O  E. 

991+. ADVISER.
(Simonstown W/T 111+7 G.M.T./15 to C. in C. E.F. Admty.)

GERALDTON Arrival.
(S.0.(ip Bombay 0346Z/15 to Admty, etc.)

Movements 
summary 
No. 23 
Nov. 15th.

(1) GAMBIA left Bombay 1 5th Nov. due Colombo 
16th Nov.
(2) DEVONSHIRE leaves Kilindini 16th Nov. to 
R/V with H.T. MAURETANIA east of (?Socotra) 
a.m. 20th Nov. and escort her to Colombo routed 
through Eighth Degree Channel.

(3) DAUNTLESS,*KANARIS, left Durban 13th Nov. escorting convoy 
C.M.35 - 1+ ships - routed through Mozambique Channel S of A 
9i knots. * 1
1 (1+)**KAURITXU3/ left Kilindini 11+th Nov. to R/V with convoy 
W.S.23 and join HAWKINS west of Farquhar Is. at O6OOZ/I6 Nov. 
and to (?escort) Bombay portion to Bombay. HAWKINS escorting 
SS. EMPRESS OF RUSSIA due Kilindini 18th Nov.

(■*(5) REVENGE escorted by BLACKMOflE and DERWENT leave Durban 
15th Nov. due Kilindini 20th Nov. routed through Mozambique 
Channel S of A 15;? knots. t?/
(6) NAPIER and HOTSPUR left Kilindini 15th Nov. due Durban 
19th Nov. routed through Mozambique Channel.
(C. in C. E.F. 0756Z/15.) j t

\ / o / : v „ i  .  N o  2 > -

■*R.A. Tennant. My 0951+/H Oct. (or 5th - N.T. in W.D.) R.A. 
Tennant has returned to duty and is proceeding 
to Kilindini in REVENGE leaving Durban today 15th 
Nov."
(C. in C. E.F. 0811+Z/15 to Admty.)

Enemy
Unit.

By D/F on 16220 K/cs at 051+2Z/15 position of 
enemy unit call sign NA SI RE believed SEICHU 
MARU vicinity Banka Island, S.E. Sumatra.
(C. in C. E.F. 0858Z/15 to E.I. Stn. KANIMBLA. 
(R) Admty. etc.)

B.P.60. Karachi Portion of B.P.60 transports YOMA, 
ELLENGA sailed 18th Nov. Numbers. Requirements. 
(S.T.O. Karachi 091+7Z/15 to D.S.T.O.)

/CALIFORNIA...
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CALIFORNIA
U/B

Following has "been read: SSSS ^0.91 S j o .17 E
CALIFORNIA, S/M on surface 1040 G.M.T./15.
(Simonstown W/T 1153 G.M.T./15 to C. In C. E.F. 
Admty.)

to north end of Mozambique channel thence being 
^detached to Diego Suarez to fuel. She v/ill then 
he sailed via Kilindini to Aden arriving about 
29th Nov. C. in C. Med. pass to Greek Naval 
Authorities.
(C. in C. E.F. 1228Z/15 to C. in C. Med. (R) 
Admty. C. in C. S.A. F.O.I.C. E.A. N.O.I.C. 
Diego Suarez. Comdre. I.C. Aden.)

NAPIER
HOTSPUR

Departures 15th Nov.
(F.O.E.A. 1216Z/15 to Admty.)

'<  *

Your 2111B/5th Nov. KANARIS is escorting convoy
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U/B Sub sighted 12.37 N., 69.05 W., at 1640Z/14. 

(Curacao, 0040 G.M.T./15 to all ships).

Movements
Summary.

1800 G.M.T./15th Nov.
Ship Position Course Speed
BRIDGEWATER 31° N., 32° W. 180° 12
ASTURIAS 05° N., 28^° W. patrol Blank
(D.O.D. (F) 1042Z/15 to Opnav (R) Comnaveu).

D'
ENTRECASTEAUX
sunk.

British D ’ENTRECASTEAUX sunk 0720 G.M.T./7th 
15*30 N., 57.00 W. Master and 63 survivors la 
Dominica 14th 2 missing 1 dead.
(S.O.(l) Jamaica, 1126R/15 to Admty. S.B.N.O. 
W.A. , B.A.D.)

Trinidad reports British CITY OF RIPON sunk at 
0720Z/llth 08.40 N., 59.20 W. Master and 26 
survivors, 56 presumed lost.
(S.O.(l) Jamaica, 1128R/15 to Admty. etc).

My 1441R/12. Master and six men arrived 
Trinidad.
(S.O.(l) Jamaica, 1131R/15 to Admty etc).

SAGUENAY ranmied off Cape Race, after part of 
ship carried away, bulkhead holding. Tug is 
being sent.
(F.O.N.F., 1155Z/15 to N.S.H.Q. , (R) Admty etc). 
My 1155/15. Propose to substitute WINCHELSEA 
for SAGUENAY in Group C3 with orders to detach 

at Prudent limit which will enable her to rejoin B4 group 
after reasonably lay over at Londonderry.

(F.O.N.F., 1242Z/15 to C. in C. W.A. , (R) N.S.H.Q.,
Admty. C.O.A.C. , C.T.F. 24, WINCHELSEA).
Your 1242/15, concur.
(C. in C. W.A., 2106Z/15 to F.O.N.F.)
Following from MEDICINE HAT, (begins). My 1108/15th.

AZRA ? sunk in collision with SAGUENAY Cape Race 340° 12 miles 
T.0.0. 1150Z/15 (Ends.)

(C.O.A.C., 1437/15 to C.T.F. 24 (R) Connav Admty etc).
My 1155/15. SS. AZRA rammed SAGUENAY about 0845/15 in 

position l60° Cape Race 12 miles. AZRA sunk, survivors in 
SAGUENAY damaged awaiting tugs FRISKY and TENACITY. MINAS 
d058 standing by. ST. &BURENT en route to assist in escort.

(F.O.N.F., 1520Z/15 to C.T.F. 24 (R) Cominch, Admty.
N.S.H.Q., C.O.A.C., C. in C. W.A.)
Tug TENACITY departed St. Johns 1205/15. Tug FRISKY 

departed St. Johns 1306/15 both to assist SAGUENAY damaged in 
collision with SS. AZRA, Cape Race 340° 12 miles.

(F.O.N.F., 2015 Z/15 to Admty. for C.C. R.T. (R) N.S.H.Q.,
C.O.A.C.)

CITY OF 
RIPON 

sunk.

MARYLYN 
(torpedoed 
30/ 10) .

SAGUENAY, 
collision, 
AZRA sunk.

/HARTINGTON...



MOST SECRET.

686

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

15.H.19U2. 
Sunday._____

America & West Indies. - Contd.
HARTINGTON 1. HARTINGTON. 2. J. and C. Harrison, London,
(sunk 2/11). 3. OUOOZ Nov. 2nd. 53.00 N . , 1+7.00 W.

1+. Not seen. 5* Not known. 6. Not seen.
7. Ship sank. 8. Names of missing follow in 
my 1U30Z/16. 9. Not known. 10. Two torpedoes.
11. Dumped overboard by Master and W/T Officer 
in perforated steel chest and eyeletted bag.
(N.C.S.O. St. Johns Newfoundland, 1236Z/15 
to Adrnty. etc).

O.N£Ll+2 Your 2021+/11+. O.N.S.li+2 pass to Comdre. cancel my
17UU/1U# Task Unit 2l+. 18 3 consisting of 
NIAGARA (S.O.) LINCOLN, RIMOUSKI, EDMUN^TON, 
MELVILLE sailed at 1900Z/16 escorting H O.N.Sll+2. 

(8) ships to arrive 260° .5 miles from H.O.M.P. 01+3° 01+' N. , 
062° 1+6’ W . , at 1200Z/17th from new H.O.M.P. 0.NJ1U2 is to 
proceed direct to position V omitting position U.
(C.O.A.C., 1UU0Z/15 to C.T.U. No. 21+.18.5 (R) Connav, C.E.S.E. 
N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., C.T.24> Admty. Comdant. 3rdU.S.N.D.)

H.X.213 Average speed 9.2 knots. Good weather
uneventful voyage, all arrived.
(D. T.D. , 145UA/15 to Connav N.S.H. Q.)

Trinidad Arrivals Port of Spain Nov. 15th. YARMOUTH U.S.
Movements. Army Transport, STATE OF MARYLAND, U.S. Army

Transport.
(port Director, Port of Spain, 1517/15 to 
Connav etc).

Your 11+35/13 and 2113/H+.
1. When K. 11+ sails U.S. Autho\rit£s request 
you route her to call at Bermuda for onward 
routeing instructions which will be issued by 
Cominch.
2. Estimate here enemy refuelling U-boat 

constantly in approx. 11+0 N . , 28° W . , R.A. W.A. pass to K.11+. 
(B.A.D. , 1535Z/15 to R.A.W.A. (R) S.B.N.O.W.A. etc).
Sailing telegram. R.A.W.A., 1031Z/16.

K. 11+. Enemy
fuelling
U/B.

U/B S/M sighted 1+1+. 39 N. , 62.1+1 W . , at 1225 G.M.T 
(C.O.A.C., 1627Z/15 to Area 7, 7A, A.I.G.302).

U/B S/M estimate 15th Nov. and U.S. submarine notice
Positions. (C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1631/15)*

J.S.M.1+81 Re equipment of French forces in North Africa. 
(J.S.M. 161+5Z/15 to Chiefs of Staff).

/U.G.S.2. ..
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U. G.S.2,
high/
secrecy.

LUMINETTA, 
Flag ships 
(N.S.H.Q. ,

Following received from B.R.L.O. New York 
(begins). Special movement designated U.G.S.2 
left New York 1200/13th Nov. under degree of 
secrecy so high that it is impossible to obtain 
accurate list of all ships. Following are 
British managed ships which sailed - DAVILA, 

FERNCOURT, (Nor.) G.C. BROVIG (Nor.) List of U.S. 
will be forwarded if they become available. (Ends). 
171J+Z/15 to Admty).

Barbados Departure 15th Nov. U.S. Warship L&GARE for
Movements. Trinidad escorting U.S. Salvage steamer KILLERIG

and U.S Army Transport HUGH J. GALLAGHER. 
(Harbour Master, Barbados, 1726/15 to Admty.
(R) S.O.(I) Jamaica).

Sub. attack (a ) D ’ENTRECASTEAUX torpedoed sunk 15*30 N. , 
and sighting 57* W. 0720Z/7*
summary. (B) CITY OF RIPON two torpedo hits. MARCUS

WHITMAN two torpedo hits, twenty shells.
(C) H.N.M.S.'*'QUEEN WILHELMINA attacks sound 
contact 12.37 N. , 69.05 W. » l6kQ2,/lk» Sub. 
sighted kk~39 N., 62.14-1 W., 1225Z/16. 
(Cominch, 2033/15 to Admty for O.I.C.)

o A k . c

Conference. Personal for C.N.S. from 1st S.L.
Your 2153/13* Am grateful for your offer 
to send Capt. Creery, but as Admiral Noble will 
be leaving for U.S.A. about 2nd Dec. and I wish 
him to take part in the discussions, proposal 
to hold early conference in London must be 
abandoned.
(1st S.L., 2337A/15 to N.S.H.Q. , (R) Cominch,
B. A. D. , C* in C. . A.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Vi. Lb.Movements. Arrival lEZsA ll+th Nov. U.S.S. LAMSON escorting 

U.S.S. ALDEBARAN and U.S. Oiler LACKAWANNA. 
(D.N.I. Wellington, 06^8z/15 to Admty).
U.S. Fleet oiler TRINITY arrived Fremantle ll+th. 
Dutch Naval protection ship MINJAK TANAH 
Departed Cairns li4-th due Thursday Island 17th. 
(A.C.N. B., 072i+Z/15 to Admty etc).

/Situation.
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Serial number 297 Nov. 14th. Reports indicate 
approximately 10 vessels Buin Shortlands area 
at 2100Z/13 including 2 sloops 7 merchant 
vessels 1 tanker. Further report at 0700Z/14 

indicates 3 heavy cruisers 1 ligjit cruiser 4 destroyers had 
arrived from South East and total force then included 22 
vessels including 3 heavy cruisers 1 light cruiser 5 destroyers 
3 sloops 2 tankers 8 other merchantmen.
2. 3 Fortresses located and made low level attack 1 enemy
convoy including 12 transports totalling approx. 100,000 tons 
at least 8 warships including 3 cruisers 5 destroyers position 
7° 45* S., 157° 20 * E. course 135° at 2040Z/13 1 near miss 
10,000 ton transport which was also strafed causing fire 3 
fighters unsuccessfully attempted interception.
3» Our troops now hold crossing area Kumusi River and 
passage being effected.
4. 3 Beaufighters attacked enemy targets Wairopekumusi
Buna area morning 14th and 4 others attacked Kumusi Mambare 
Buna area during afternoon 1 Baker 25 also bombed Soput Buta 
Track X during evening.
5* Further indications enemy consolidation ashore Buin Area.
6. Photo recco. Kaviene area morning 14th shows 1 possible 
seaplane tender at least 1,000 tons with 1 4,000 ton vessel 
2° 45' S., 150° 40* E. course 105° 1 seaplane tender Nisshin 
Maru type 1 small merchant vessel several small boats ?
Kaviena Harbour 35 medium bombers, 4 fighters well dispersed 
on Airdrome where new Taxi-way and dispersal bays under 
construction and new buildings observed.
7. 4 Hudsons attacked Villa de Ivianatuto Paren Timor Paren 
14th dropping bombs in village area.
8. Considerable activity reported Lae Aerodrome with 3 blast 
Bays building.
(G.H.Q. , S. W.P.A. , 1241Z/15 to Adrnty. etc).

War Diary.

Situation.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated at 1200Z/15 
(D.D.I.C., 1446A/15).
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Home Commands.

ROCKINGHAM sa ile d  from Londonderry at 1915A 
today, to  r e in fo rce  the escort o f  Convoy M.K.F. 1 
Y. (Transports returning empty from Operation 
"T orch ").

SHROPSHIRE (Royal A ustralian  Navy) arrived  at 
the Clyde th is  evening from Freetown with 
DUNCAN and ANTHONY.

Ten traw lers o f  the Northern P atro l are to be 
withdrawn fo r  employment e ith er in  m id-A tlantic 
or on the G ibraltar run, wherever U-boat threats 
appear h eaviest. C. in  C. W.A. intended to 
base these trawlers at B e lfa st and to organize 
them in to  2 traw ler support groups to be 
operated in  accordance with the requirements o f  
the s itu a tio n , but the Admiralty (2008A/20). 
in stru cted  him to employ them as a d d ition a l 
escorts  to tra n s-A tla n tic  convoys with the 
p a rticu la r  duty o f  standing by stra gg lers  and 
damaged sh ips. They may a lso  be required to 
act as escorts  to North Russian convoys.

C. in  C. Plymouth reports that an unusual mine 
was found and sunk o f f  Hartland Point on 10th 
November.

Operation "Torch".

N.C.X.F. reported today that H.M.S. "GARDENIA" 
had been lo s t .  Nothing- i s  -known--of- th io . . _

hi i5° HoUti.lt ua Lh.-j n . '5 i  /f of tctlmrn% u*L /k
Fl j £ l l £ m . iM.oSi i02./h-X)
The broad pendant o f  Commodore Troubridge 
was struck in  H.M.S. LARGS p.m. today on lapse 
o f  h is  appointment as N.C.C.T.F.

North A tla n tic .

COREOPSIS one o f  the escort o f  Convoy M .K .S.l X 
from G ibraltar to U.K. reports SS. CLAN MACTAQG 
torpedoed and sunk in  36° 8' N ., 7° 23' W., at 
O6I4I4.Z.

/H osp ita l
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Raid on 
Genoa.

Western
Mediterranean

Operation
"Stoneage".

SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND reports a heavy 
explosion at 1858 G.M.T. today in 33° 50* N.,
7° 31’ W. (about 15 miles N.N.E. of Casablanca) 
N.C.X. F. later reported this to be a mine.
The ship is reported to have suffered grave 
damage but not to be in need of assistance.
She arrived at Gibraltar on 18th November.

MARNE arrived at Gibraltar thlo-morning in tow.

Mediterranean.
Sixty seven out of 78 aircraft which took off 
in the U.K. delivered a concentrated attack on 
Genoa last night without loss to themselves. 
One large ship was seen to be hit and set on 
fire.

P.U3 hit a medium sized tanker at 2255A today 
which was last seen listing and attempting 
to beach herself near Libeccio Point. P.221 
patrolling off Bizerta secured 2 hits on a 
5,000 ton merchant ship this morning.

Tunis has been re-occupied by the enemy after 
a temporary withdrawal.

N.C.X.F. arrived at Oran in AURORA at 0800 today.

Force H (NELSON, RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS,
2 cruisers and 10 destroyers) sailed from 
Gibraltar at 1000 today for the vicinity of the 
Balearic Islands, to cover the operations on 
the North African coast.

Bone was attacked today by bombers escorted by 
fighters; there were aircraft losses on both 
sides, but no report of naval damage.

A convoy of U merchant ships sailed from Port 
Said today for Malta. The escort consists of 
EURYALUS and 10 Hunts and cover is provided by 
CLEOPATRA, DIDO, ORION, and ARETHUSA of 15th 
C.S. and 7 fleet destroyers. The escorts were 
reported as leaving Alexandria on 17th November.

AA l c 0

-A.

/Western...
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Sweeping is in progress at Tobruk, whenr* 
the first supply ship has arrived. M.T.Bs. 
are operating from Solium and Tobruk up to Ras 
al Hilil and off Benghazi.

Australia & New Zealand.
(Note. The following should be read in 
conjunction with the report of 15th November q.v.)
It v/as stated in the press (on 17 November) that 
New York today reports that during a decisive 
naval action in the past 3 days U.S. warships 
aided by aircraft have attacked a Japanese 
invasion fleet in the south-eastern Solomon 
Islands area and have sunk one battleship, 3 
heavy cruisers, 2 light cruisers, 5 destroyers 
and 8 loaded transports. Pour cargo transports 
were beached and destroyed on Guadalcanal.
One Japanese battleship and 6 destroyers were 
damaged. The U.S. losses were 2 light cruisers 
and 6 destroyers.
On 19th November the Navy Dept, (as reported 
in the press on 20th November) states that 
during the night 14/15th November a task force 
under R.A. ,-W.E.Lee sank one battleship or heavy 
cruiser, 3 large cruisers and one destroyer, and 
damaged one battleship, one cruiser and one 
destroyer in the Guadalcanal area. It is 
possible that this report may include some of th 
damage reported on l6th Nov.
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Search
of
Neutral
Merchant
Ships.

Policy,

Your 1255A/6. Does this cancel present 
instructions for British and Allied merchant 
ships from Eire to call at a search port. 
(Dublin 1032/16 to Admty.)

My 1912/7.
(1) Consider that in present circumstances A/S 
trawlers withdrawn from Northernmost patrol 
should be employed either in mid-Atlantic or on 
the Gibraltar run, wherever U-Boat threats appear 
heaviest.
(2) Intend therefore to base these trawlers at 

Belfast and to organise them into 2 trawler support groups to be 
operated in accordance with the requirements of situation.
(3) STONEHAVEN is requested to sail trawlers to Belfast as and 
when ready. r -i

(C. in C. W.A. 1530A/16 to Admty.) \& fA :
Your 1530/16. Northern patrol trawlers having been boiler 

cleaned have today again sailed for patrol pending Admty. 
decision on proposal contained in para 2 of your 1912A/7. 

(A.C.O.S. 2205/16 to C. in C. W.A.)

Northern 
Patrol 
Trawlers. 
2 support 
Groups.

Flag of Intend transferring nqy flag to KENT when she is
C.S.1. worked up.

(C.3. 1. 2027A/16 to C. in C. H.F. )

Movements.

DUNCAN
ANTHONY
SHROPSHIRE

My 1715/14. DUNCAN and ANTHONY should proceed to 
Clyde to land bullion, only calling at Londonderry 
for fuel if necessary. F.O.I.C. Greenock is 
requested to sail DUNCAN and ANTHONY as indicated. 
SHROPSHIRE should land bullion at Clyde.

(C. in C. W.A. 0040A/16 to SHROPSHIRE.)
Arrived SHROPSHIRE, DUNCAN and ANTHONY.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 1946A/16.)

/» • *  H

Rosyth Principal ships present at 0900/16. Details.
Command. (C. in C. Rosyth 0901/16 to Admty.)

A.F.D.18. My 1315/15. Sailed A.F.D. XVTII towed by EMPIRE
BASCOBSL, EMPIRE LARCH, EMPIRE IMP, EMPIRE CUPID, 
ABEILLE 4 and escorted by MAZURKA, PAUL RYKENS.

Codeword "Jovial".
(N.O.I.C. Oban 0918A/16 to ST. CHRISTOPHER.) 
Your*1315A/15 and 0918A/16. Arrived.
(ST. CHRISTOPHER 1502A/16 to N.O.I.C. Oban.)

P /
In T - s ' r i .T

TITANIA. Your 1441 and your 1643/14. To save water transpo
proceed Greenock where stores will be disembarked, 
subsequently returning Rothesay.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 1028A/16 to TITANIA.)

/TUNA...
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Movements - Contd.
Intend to sail TUNA escorted by STOKE CITY a 
0800A/17 to R/V in Minches at 0759A/18 with 
escort detailed by C. in C. W.A. for onward 
passage to Holy Loch. Route.

(3.0. S/M Lerwick 1033A/16.)
Arrival TUNA.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick 1745A/16.)
S.O. Subs Lerwick's 1033/16. C. in C. Rosyth is requested 

to detail#LAUDERDALE for this duty. R/V with TUNA and STOKE CITY 
to be in position (p) 058° 38' N 005° 36' W at 1200A/18. 
LAUDERDALE to escort TUNA thence to Holy Loch proceeding to 
Londonderry on completion. S.O. Subs Lerwick is requested to 
amend time of R/V accordingly. ^  , , .

(C. in C. W.A. 1759/16.)
My 1232/16. After sailing from Rosyth adjust speed to 

comply with C. in C. W.A. 1759/16.
(C. in C. Rosyth 1010A/16 to LAUDERDALE.)

W.A. Situation at 1956A/16. Details.
Command. (C. in C. W.A. 1358A/16.) See Lion Copy.

WORTHING In view of improved conditions intend to proceed

(A) 139° Sumburgh Head 5 miles.
(B) 090° Pair Isle 6 miles. (C) 058° 44' N 002° 32' W.
thence by searched channel. E.T.A. 1400A/18.

(3.0. S/M Lerwick 1611A/16 to A.C.O.S.)
0.15 arrived.
(3.0. S/M Lerwick 2151A/16.)

P.34. P.34 sailed.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1757A/16 to C. in C. Plymouth)

LLANDUDNO with LLANDUDNO direct to Liverpool. Position 
55° 37' N 07° 37' W speed 11 knots.55° 37' N 07° 37' W speed 11 knots 
(WORTHING 1400A/16.)

SARDONYX, Sailed SARDONYX in accordance with C. in C. W.A, 1113A/16. rf-
(Cdre. Londonderry 1600A/16.)

0.15 Intend to sail 0.15 escorted by PRESTON NORTH END 
for Dundee 1100A/17 Nov. routed

^PELICAN Request you will signal when the following ships 
may be expected in U.K.
2. At least three of these ships are urgently 
required to escort K.M.P.4.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1909A/16 to N.C.X.P. )
Your 1909A. PELICAN, BANFF, EGRET, PHILAi.TE and 
SENNEN arriving U.K. by 24th Nov. with M.K.P.2. 
(2) ROTHER and SPEY making good defect,sailing 
with M.K.S.l(Y) on 18th Nov.
(N.C.X.P. 2315Z/16 to Admty.)

*-SENNEN
ROTHER
SPEY
EGRET
PHILANTE

<*- BANFF
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Situation at 1956A/16th November, 1942.
Section N.3.
4 Auxiliary PAINTER 57 42 05 53 to Aultbea 7
craft

NORFOLK
CUMBHRLmiD
U.R. 50 FOXTROT

PAINTER

E.N. 62 MINUET
WOLVES 
CLEVSLA

56 17 08 08 to 3capa 17*

58 17 05 33 to 271 degs Cape Wrath 
18’ thence 
58 59 07 10 thence 
61 50 16 00 7

58 30 05 52 to Loch Ewe 7

Situation at 1956A/16th November. 1942.
Section S.E,
WORTHING
LLANDUDNO 55 55 07 39 to Londonderry
LYLE REGIS 
ARDR03SAN Off Altacarry to Liverpool
SEAL I ON 
DOLFIJN

SCIMITAR
51 40 05 36 Southbound to 

Bishop Rock
ST MARYS Off St. Govans to Tobermory
NORFOLK
CUMBERLAND 56 17 08 08 to Scapa
HARVESTER
GARLAND Sail Greenock 

p.m. to Moville
SARDONYX 55 16 08 42 to search in 

52 52 21 47
0NS.146
C.T.U.
24.1.17.

ORCHIS
NARCISSUS
LOBELIA
ACONIT
R03ELYS
7 trawlers

55 42 07 34 to 5f 00 16 00

0NM.147 GOODWIN 52 08 05 22 to Belfast
1 M/V P.C.74 Sails Barry Roads

2000A/16 to R/V 000 degs.
Altacarry 8f

8

10

10

15

17i

15

15

6i

9^

10

HX. 214/
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Section SoE. (Contd.)
HX. 214 CLOVER
CAILU, / :nIA
2  :l c  D- s i < )  o PENNYWORT

. . . .  - BORAGE 56 31 08 31 to Liverpool 9
To be relieved by NARVIK; in N. Channel. Ships for Loch

Sv/e, Clyde, Belfast breaking off unescorted.
CONVOY SOUTHERN

*>

BREEZE 52 45 04 54 Northbound 9
II. M, 68 LEEDS UNITED 52 57 05 0-i Southbound 8
4 M/V’s Unescorted 54 51 05 30 Liverpool 14
2 M/V’s OPPA .

OR IB I
ONSLOW 55 38 08 54 to 55 35 .08 02 17

Section N.W.
S.C. 108 
C . T « U «
3'j: 9 1 o 1 2 o

Situation at 1956A/I6th November. 1912.

t

POLYANTHUS
Sh/RWOOD
0- -L LiL-LA - ,
PRIMROSE
MORDEN
PICTOU 57 53 12 47 to 56 28 08 28

<■

Situation at 1956A/l6th November, 1942.. .
Section 3-/Wo
MKF.l X DASHER

BITER
6 destroyers

KM3.3. BLACK SWAN 
1 Sloop 
9 Corvettes

KMF.3. WESTON 
2 Sloops 
2 Cutters 
2 Corvettes

1 M/V VAN3ITTART
1 M/V ITHURIEL

38 00 18 00

49 02 16 18 to 53 00 16 20
in 14 09 fre 50 05 14 35 thence 

Go 43 Q(t n  01
ON.145/

8

7*

12



-3 - S ecre t Code

S itu a tion  at 1956A/16th November, 1942. 

S ection  S .W .(C on ti)

OH.145 
C e T.U J 

24 .1 .3 ,

U .S .3 . CAMPBELL 
U .3 .3 . BADGER 
ROSTiiERH 
DIAMTHU3 
TRILLIUM 
BURZA 47 28 36 00 to 43 51 42 01

MKF.l.
it , ii

1 M/V

F le e t  U n it 
WRESTLER 
AM vZON 
2 C orve ttes

SNOWDROP

HMB

V.G.H.3.
A » C» N. 3 • ( T 
A .C .N .3 . (H  
A .C .N .S . ( F ) ( 2 )  
N .A . l s t  3.L.
G apt«P lin.
D. O.D. (H ) (2 )  
D .O .D .(F ) (2 )  
D .C .(2 )
D:, Mi S.
D. A,/ 3. W.
H i. o f  M.
D«D. I* G.
i . p . o
w.:
D.T.D.
D.T.D.
D.T.D.
D. o f .P ,
C . G.O. (2 )
U.3.H. (3 )
Acini. Blake* (2 )  
Adml.Ramsey (4 )
D. D. O.L. (M)

40 13 16 00 to  51 00 16 00

10 50 00 CO to 52 50 10-01
Ifb 2cj 22 oq tZ IfS Ol 20 If.D 1
ttvM*. bz 52 3o, lq 0 1 , b . 

1358A/16ia2aft .

7
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Operations.
Operation "Batman". C - Nought - Nought.
"Batman" (F.O.I.C. Portland 0540A/16 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Patrols. CHASSfiUSS 15 (S.O.? and 11 are to patrol tonight
Between E.A.5 Buoy and position 50° 25* N 0° 00*. 
Codeword "Advent".

Portland patrol M.G.B.51 (S.O.) and 57 in lat. 50° 20' N between 
2° 20’ W and 1° 35’ W.
PENYLAN stand by at Yarmouth.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1149A/16.)
My 0956/16. Cancel patrols.
(C. in C. Nore 1204A/16 to Capt. D.16. D.21.)
Patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed M.Ls 491 (S.O.) 157, 183 and 179.
3. Patrol. 7 miles 075° and 255° from 100° Start Point 27 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-Boats.
5. Information. Own. 4 M.T.Bs sail Dartmouth 2100/16 for 
southward returning so as to lie within 20 miles of section 
coast by daylight.
Enemy. E-Boats may operate from Guernsey or Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth at 1700 today and proceed to 
patrol. Leave patrol at daylight 17th and return to Dartmouth. 
Attention is called to A.M. QZX 834 which is not to be crossed 
unless in sight of or chasing the enemy.
7. Codeword "Obstacle".

(C. in C. Plymouth 1435A/16.)
4 M.Ls on patrol 9 miles S.E. Start.

4 M.T.Bs sail Dartmouth 2100 southbound returning Dartmouth 
daylight.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1601A/16 and 1711/16 to Admty.)

BODO My 2141/14. Arrived. 
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen 1738/16.)

Allied Air Activity.
On night 15/16, 67 A/C bombed Genoa, making the 
sixth attack since 22nd. Oct and 22 A/C laid mines. 
(H.Q.B.C. 1530A/16.)

Naval night fighter development unit to form at 
Lee-on-Solent forthwith. Air Ministry agreement 
being sought to this unit being accommodated at 
R.A.P. Station, Ford, as from 1st Dec. where it 

could work in close liaison with its R.A.P. equivalent.
Unit to be known as the Naval Fighter Interception Unit short 
title N.P.I.U. Squadron number 746 allotted. Aircraft 
establishment to be as follows. Details.
(C.N.A.S. 2304A/16 to R.A.N.A.S. )

Bomber
Command
Operations.

N.P.I.U.
formed.
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Mining.
Following from F.O.I.G. Falmouth begins.
Unusual mine with two horns on top and six round 
the sides and quite new was sunk mid-day yesterday 
off Hartland Point 0951A/16 Ends.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1220/16 to Admty.)
My 1220/16. Following is description of mine 
given by Skipper of PILOT JACK who was mine

sweeping last war. Black cylindrical three to four feet diameter 
dome top. On top 3 lifting bolts, two horns and five to six 
inches down from top six other horns in a circle. Mine apparentl 
quite new. 20 hits required to sink, turned over on sinking 
and no sign of moorings like mines laid by Germans at end of 
last war.
Mine was sunk on 10th Nov. not 15th Nov. as reported.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1743/16 to Admty.)

War Diary.

Unusual
mine
sunk
on
10 Nov.

Heavy under-water explosion to southward 62 D 
Buoy at 1542.
(LIDDESDALS 1625A/16 to C. in C. Nore.)

Take BEAUMARIS under your orders and proceed as 
necessary to carry a searching sweep tomorrow 
and succeeding day. General requirements are 
sweep along a line from (A) 64° 20’ N 23° 15* W 

to position (B) 5 miles off Malarriff, thence to position (C)
5 miles off Bjargtangar, and thence approx. 5 miles off Headland 
to position (D) 2 miles 310° from Straumnes. Arrange your 
programme chiefly, making most use of daylight, anchoring as 
convenient during dark hours.
(A.C.I.C. 1730A/16 to M/S 15.)

Explosion

Iceland
sweep.

U-Boat
reported.

DANEMAN

U-Boats.
D/F bearings at 0715Z/16 and 0917Z indicate U-Boat 
in your vicinity which may have reported you.
(D.D. I.C. 1134A/16 to Escorts 0.N.144.)

Casualties and Defects.
Temporary repairs to steering gear of DANSMAN 
complete. Trials alongside satisfactory, DANEMAN 
will carry out final trial underway in icefree 
part of river on completion of coaling, probably 
18th.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 0950A/16.)

Dinghy. Proceed at best speed to assist dinghy containing
12 living air crew reported in 052° 52’ N 021° 47* 
W at 0928A/16th.
(C. in C. W.A. 1038A/16 to SAMSONIA.)

ONSLAUGHT. Searchlight superstructure damaged. 
See Shipping.

/LARCHOL.. .
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LARCHOL.
r t . M .

Casualties and Defects - Contd.
Further to N.S.O's letter dated 21st Oct. to 
D, of S, forwarding defect list,LARCHOL sustained 
damage at Dover on 4th trip. Details.
Suggest work he undertaken by contract concurrents 
with boiler cleaning etc. reported in letter 
quoted.
(Cdre. Sheerness 1334A/16 to D of S.)

Dinghy. Request you will sail 3LAZAK to R/V with
KRAKOWIAK in 180° Bishop Rock 5 miles at 2030. 
Codeword "Arena".

(C. in C. Plymouth 1357A/16 to N.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)
My 1357/16. KRAKOWIAK is to leave W P 249 to R/V with 

SLAZAK in 180° Bishop Rock 5 miles at 2030/16. Destroyers are 
then to proceed in company to position (X) 047° 32* N 008° 38* 
to search for dinghy with six airmen passing through position 
(Y) 049° 31* N 008° 36* W. Speed to be adjusted to arrive 
position (X) at first light 17th. Air co-operation will be 
arranged.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1413A/16.)

W

RAIDER My 0946A/16. RAIDER delayed 48 hours by defect, 
Amend sailing time to 1430A/19th.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1712A/16.)

ARCUS On next occasion of breaking ?//T silence ARGUS is
. , to signal details of damage. Ship may be required

** l ° y  to ferry 16 aircraft to Gibraltar at an early date.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1831A/16 to ARGUS.)

DASHER DASHER is to proceed direct to Liverpool where
she will be taken in hand for engine repairs.
2. No work must be undertaken without reference 

to Admty. which will prevent ship from steaming on one engine 
at three days notice.
3. On next occasion of breaking W/T silence DASHER is to report 
defects to F.O.I.C. Liverpool repeated Admty.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1958A/16 to DASHER.)

DRITTURA MSailed and arrived Rescue tug CHERBOURGEOIS^to 
assist Dutch M / V DRITTURA broken down with engine 
defects 4 miles west of South Bishop.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 2041A/16.)

C.F.7.

SNOWDROP

Shipping and Convoys.
When is SHROPSHIRE to part company with C.F.7. 
Your 1715/14 para 4. Are destroyers being 
relieved on exchange Inishtrahull at 1115Z/16. 
(SHROPSHIRE 0031Z/16 to C. in C. W.A.)

$ * * (r tj X,
From (S) to (T) 052° 30' N 019° 
35’ N 13° 02' VT (V) 55° 35' N

07° 00* W.
(C. in C. W.A. 0132A/16 to S 'OWDROP. )

/My 1358A/16...

Onward route. 
01* W (U) 55°



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

697
16.11.1942.
Monday.

Shipping and Convoys.

My 1358A/16. Amended P.C.S. One merchant ship 
(A) SNOWDROP 43.29 22.09 to 45. 01 20.40 thence 
to 52.30 19.01 6.
(0. in C. W.A. 1736A/16.)

Trawler NAft^S was expected to leave Iceland for 
Barentsburg,Spitzbergen, 14th Nov.
(C. in C. H.F. 0903A/16 to C.S.l. Capt. D.18.)

-----^My 2145A/12 para (A). Intend to sail in LONDON at 2100
today. E.T.A. 1130/18.

(O.S.l. 1036A/16 to C. in C. H.P.)
C.S.l's 2145A/12 and 0934/14. E.T.A. ONSLAUGHT and 

OBDURATE 0900/17. ONSLAUGHT sustained damage to searchlight 
superstructure, i-— tfb.

(ONSLAUGHT 1101A/16' to A.C.I.O.)
Kola Inlet arrival C. in C. H.P. 2358/10 para 2 at 0608/16. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1103A/16 to A.C.I.O.)
Destroyers addressed proceed passing Switha 1730/17 to 

comply with C. in C. H.F.'s 1943/14.
(R.A.D. H.P. 1234A/16 to MUSKETEER, MIDDLETON, OAKLEY, 
ORWELL, LEDBURY.)
Your 2145/12 para (B) and Q.B.34 14th. Sailed (7E.T.A.) 

1100/17.
(A.C.I.C. 1422A/16 to C.S.l.)
Q.P.15 consisting of 30 ships leaves Dvina Bar 2100C/17 

for Reykjavik routed north of Bear Island. Escort consisting of 
5 destroyers, 5 Fleet M/S, 4 corvettes.
2. Your object is as in F S B 2 with following exception:-
(a) U-Boats. Only those outward repeat outward bound are to be 
attacked.
(b) One salvo is kept for cruisers and above.

(F.O.S. 1507A/16 to S/Ms.)
Positions of S/Ms at 0800A/17 and movements for following

24 hours.
a I1 P.312 vicinity 70° 53' N 22° 26' E.
B 1 P.216 vicinity 70° 52' N 21° 08' E.
C 1 UREDD vicinity 70° 32' N* 20° 01' E.
D ’1 JUNON vicinity 69° 30' N 1 7  o 20’ S.

(P.O.S. 1724A/16.)
'Scapa departure LONDON. E.T.A. Seidisfiord 1130/18. 
(A.C.O.S. 2100/16 to A.C.I.C.)

LLANSTEPHAN Your 1915A/15. This will be arranged. 
CASTLE (C. in C. Rosyth 1030A/16 to A.C.O.S.) 
CASTLETON

M.K.F.l.(Y) N.C.X.P. 1323/15. Sail ROCKINGHAM when ready to 
reinforce escort of M.K.F.l(Y). Estimated 
position 045° 33’ N 016° 00* W at 2000A/17 

routed through (M) 051° 01' N 016° 01’ W to (h ) 054° 05' N 
013° 37’ W 13-g- knots. ARGUS to amend positions as necessary.

(C. in C. ,W.A. 1155A/16 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry, ARGUS.) 
ROCKINGHAM sailed in accordance with your 1155/16.
(N. 0.1. C. LondDnderry 1915A/16 to C. in C* W.A. )
Proceeding according to your 1155A/16. Time of departure 

Foyle Buoy 1940A/16. S.O.A. 15 knots, steering from Tory Island 
180° 8 miles direct to position M.

(ROCKINGHAM 2006A/16 to C. in C. W.A.)

SNOWDROP.
Contd.

Q.P.15.

/W.N. 62...
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Shipping and Convoys.- Contd.

W.N. 62 My 1550A/6. Propose postponing W.N. 62 12 hours to
C.W.A. include ships ex S.C.108.

C.W.A. propose postponing.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe 1200A/16 to C. in C. Rosyth.)

It is intended ST. MARYS should provide escort in 
accordance with Admty. 2008/12.
(ii) Request confirmation that duty referred to 
in your*1035A/15 will not prevent this.
(A.C.O.S. 1223/16 to C. in C. W.A. )

^  yf 'a.

A.M. 1902/14.
(1) A/S escort WEAR (S.O.) PETUNIA, WOODRUFF, 
CROCUS, BADDECK, ALB3RNI, SUMMERSIDE, TAY, PORT 
ARTHUR, VILLE DE QUEBEC.

(2) Liverpool portion escorted by WOODRUFF, PETUNIA, ALBERT!I, 
VILLE DS QUEBEC to arrive Clyde p.m. 22nd. CROCUS to R/V with 
Liverpool portion as arranged by N.O.I.C. Liverpool.
(3) PORT ARTHUR and BADDECK from Londonderry to arrive Clyde 
p.m. 22nd.
(C. in C. W.A. 1444A/16.)

CHERNYSHEV. Akureyri arrival CHERNYSHEV at 1215/11.
(A.C.I.C. 1820A/11 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

M.K.F.1. My 1833/14. Add ORBITA, LETITIA for Clyde.
DEMPO for Liverpool.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1907A/16 to C.C.O. )

D.S. 34.

K. M.S.4.

K.X.7. Convoy K.X.7 will leave U.K. on 28th Nov.
2. It will be necessary to provide a special 
escort of 4 destroyers from Horae Commands one of 

which should be LAUDERDALE, ^ <.*3
3. C. in C. Plymouth is requested to detail 2 destroyers of which 
one may be MELBREAK.
4. C. in C. Portsmouth is requested to detail one destroyer.
5. Destroyer escort should be ready to join from Milford Haven.
6. The following destroyers are expected to arrive U.K. 19th Nov. 
ESKDALE, ALBRIGHTON and CLEVELAND when they will return to their 
respective Commands.
(D. O.D. (H.) 1912A/16. )

Zigzagging Recent investigations of merchant ship casualties 
instructions, caused by U/Bs. have shown several instances of 

ships not zigzagging in circumstances when they 
should have been. Attention of Masters should be 
called to C.A.M.S.I. 176 and 200.
(D.T.D. 1916A/16.)

R.U.49. Intend sailing THIRLMERE as additional escort to
THIRLMERE R.U.49. After period of rest request she may be

returned with next available U.R. convoy. 
(A.C.I.C. 2031A/16 to N.O.I.C. Aultbea.)

/U.R.49. ..
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Your 0211/15. Concur that one rescue ship should 
be used and sailed in U.R.49 on 17th Nov.
2. Future policy now being considered may enable 
second rescue ship to be used also.
(D.T.D. 2110A/16 to A.C.I.C.)

U.S. WILLIAM CLARK torpedoed and sunk 4th Nov. 
71° 05’ N 13° 20' W. C.Bs in weighted box 
believed dumped by Master who is missing. 
(A.C.I.C. 2325A/16 to Admty.)
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Operation “Torch".
Military
movement

Following from G - 4 AFCP for Brigadier Philipe 
in H.M.S, AURORA urgent begins. Question of 
moving armoured unit from (western) Task Force 
to Eastern Task Force under consideration. 
(N.C.X.F., 0107Z/16 to Force 'I', Force ’W ’.)

Losses of
H.M. Ships. inquiry into loss of H.M. Ships WALNEY, BARTLAND,

Losses of these ships were reported in my messages timed 
1051/12, 2248/9, 1731/11, 1691/10 (? 1601/10 intended) and 
F.O. Force H's 0342Z/10 respectively.
(N.C.X.F., 0900Z/16 to Admty. ) * Su.nA i S °  aZ/fx/y

Situation (l) WELSHMAN due Malta with stores today Monday.
Report No.12. (2) Port of Algiers is developing satisfactorily

and has about 20 berths in use.
(3) N.C.X.F. in AURORA at Oran since 0800/16.

(4) P.R.U. of Toulon at 1240/14 shows French Fleet present. 
STRASBOURG undocked.
(5) NELSON, RODNEY,^FORMIDABLE,^FURIOUS, two cruisers and ten 
destroyers sailed at 1000/16 for vicinity of Balearic Islands

Nov. on U-Boats. WIVERN arriving with prisoners from two 
German U-Boats. . 1—  />. u  {, / .
(7) A/S air patrols from Gibraltar had 11 sightings and 5 
attacks. R.A.F; patrols from North Africabad 5 sightings and 
1 attack. 1 attack from each appears promising.
(8 ) ETTRICK in M.K.F.l(Y) torpedoed in 36.12 N. 38.02 W. 
subsequently sunk at 1200/15.
(9) CLAN MACTAGGART of M.K.3. l(X) torpedoed at 0514/16 and 
sunk in 36.08 N. 07.23 W. /6,. 7 0 /*.
(10) Admty. pass to A.F.H.Q. London.
(N.C.X.F., 1040Z/16.)

Air TCAO number 11. Intend A/S air escort 17th
activity. November all dawn to dusk. M.K.F.2, M.K.S. l(X),

H each, K.X . 6 one H followed by one Swordfish. A/S air search 
4 H surface craft and P.M. Area W K W A W R, 4 H A.M. and P.M.
W R W F, 4 H A.M. 8 H P.M. LBTQ. A/S air patrol Oran one 
Swordfish. Algiers one Swordfish one Walrus.
(N.C.X.F., 1050Z/16 to All British S. and A. concerned in 
Operation ’'Torch" , V. A. Malta,)

HECLA,*GARDENIA, IBIS, BROKE, and MARTIN as 
considered no useful purpose would be served

f" o/ ca/hit rtk U K ./ V iEi-L.Ti.t1.

Flag of 
S.O. Force 
H.

16. Flag of S.O. Force H transferred to NELSON 
a.ra./15th Nov. Request mails may be diverted 
accordingly.
(S.O. Force H, 0914/16.)

T.E.4A, SS. ALMAACK, Force H one C each. 
Additional air escort at M.K.F.2, M.K.S. l(X) one

/Damage ...
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secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and mo text must f ir s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  i 
essential to^communicato i t  to persons 
outside British or allied  Government Services,

MESSAGE 1254Z/16th November IN

is

SECRET

FROM: Commandoth Gibraltar. 

----------------------------M lu...

RATE: 1 6 .1 1 .4 2 . 
RECD: 1715

Addressed: ABFOR.
IMiuR'IANT.

Roferenee- No. 678.

SITREP J,fo* 9» Novambw 15th. All SHEEPS to 3100Z unless stated,

,, wnvnl Anti ̂ Submarine patrols from Gibraltar mado
s^enfcxggs and 5 attacks. Transport ETTRICIC and CLAN 

AihO LhUaidi'i torpoaood and sunk west o f Gib.

-*• - ~  T

weather. Kobe!o column 78th Div. arrived Bono afternoon^ 
14th. Lone force now approximately 1 Brigade Group.

g iirnd. Rogt. Group leaving Algiers for Soule Ahras 
20 berth'’ in^u^o* Algiers P°r  ̂ developing satisfactorily,

Lepraph expected to be repaired 20th.

■n.. f ;  Â v3\r Thirty-one Anti Submarine sorties 15th from 
1'2PUlO:f h ! S s t e h t i n g s ,  6 attacks,

. . --------JL2W K J C  biuciifc'U • 111 IU  lily

air persistent over Bone and Bougie November 14th and 15th. 
tomcat, results not yet received. Build-up of 12th Air Force

" l
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in Oran and Casablanca areas continues, no air 
operations reported theso areas.

1254Z/1G.
Advance Copy Ops. O.D. O.I.C.

1 st Lord/
1 st S.L. (2)
4th S.L.
V.C.N.S.
h.G.N.3. (F )/
n.CJI.S.CQ/
A.C.h.S. (T)
A.0-.N.S.(\7)
C. II.iuC. 
n.C.N * A . o •

,v. Sec.
A .1 s t  S.L. /

Cant. Pin.
Ops. (3)
O.L.C5)
I3*l).0,j3.(C) (2)
O .I .C .(5)
D. N .I .(5)
b. of P. (3)
3). o f  3 . (O j/
3). o f  L..'j. (2)
33.S.J. (2)
L . n.A.L.
ji.A.C.-O.
D.H.S.-
Ij.II.S. Citadel1 i • r,i o I

tt 1  * k )  5 «

3).G.:),(2)/ /O m/ V V Q
C .C .0 .(2)T> in v, f r - N A* ujM  J/
T) F  11 * I1.1 1
M. (4) and for H.Q.C.C.
iiduiiral Blake (2) 
ia]p3.ral Ramsey (4)
•> J  »r  * .1 j e
v r . :_  -------------------- -
i a ^  ( s )
C,W.P- (Map Room) 
Admiral Osborne.

Received from A.F.K.Q.

/  Accelerated delivery in 
lieu of advance copies.
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Operation "Torch** - Contd.
Damage to During a heavy daylight air attack at Bougie on
BLYSKAWICA. 12th Nov. BLYSKAWICA suffered casualties and ✓

(a} 2 Polish ratings and 1 British signalman killed.
(b) 42 wounded of which 39 discharged to hospital.
(c) Hull of ship holed in number of places including magazines 
and oil fuel tanks and estimated time for repairs is 2 weeks.
(d) Ship urgently requires new E.R. and gunnery personnel and 
unless these are provided ship will only be able to man 60fa 
of 4 inches armament and engine room staff must work in 2 
watches.
(e) 3 cooks included in wounded.
(BLYSKAWICA, 1317A/16.)

j> Intended Admiralty 1345A/15th being passed to you)

result of following movements now being initiated.
(A) 4 destroyers to Force H. OPPORTUNE and BULLDOG for 
Gibraltar and U.K. on relief, i— -/>ytl
(B) ANTELOPE arrived Algiers a.m./17th relief BEAGLE of your 
escort. BEAGLE for Gibraltar and U.K. - h.ycz' /
2. MALCOLM (3 boiler), WESTCOTT and GLAI3DALE are already’' 
available at Gibraltar.
3. Not less 4 feet (sic) are being retained as screen for 
RENOWN.
(N.C.X.F., 1422Z/16 to N.C.X.F. in AURORA, (R) S.O. Force H, 
R.A.A.)

Flag of 7. Flag C.S.10 hoisted in BERMUDA at 0900A/15th.
C.8. 10. (F.O.C. 10th C.S., 1432A/15.)

Naval 179. My 1107/12. To equip FORMIDABLE and
aircraft. FURIOUS for immediate future operations it has

of F.A.A. reserves at Gibraltar.
(2) R.A.A. has represented that he has strong objections to 
the proposal to break up present squadron personnel inXVICTORIOUS 
by the transfer of whole or part squadrons as proposed in
(3} I have therefore approved transfer of aircraft
(1^FORMIDABLE to complete to 27 Martlets, 8 Seafires, 12
Albacores.
(2W-FURI0US to complete to 26 Seafires, 9 Albacores.
(3) Gibraltar reserve Seafires 11, Hurricanes 8, Martlets 7, 
Albacores 1, Swordfish 4, Walrus 1.
(4) Effect will be VICTORIOUS will sail with only 6 Albacores, 
4 Martlets and 5 Fulmars, but with full squadron personnel on

damage resulting from near misses of anti 
personnel bombs as follows:

movements approve release DUKE OF YORK and VICTORIOUS. 
Intend to sail them about 18th by which time 
6 destroyers bound U.K. will be available as

been necessary to complete their complement by 
taking aircraft from VICTORIOUS due to shortage

A.M. 1700/11. I concur

board

/ ( 5 ) . . .
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Operation "Torch" —
Naval 
aircraft. 
(Contd.)

(5) 809 Fulmar squadron in^VIGTORIOUS is 
specially trained in array co-operation and a 
need for this may well arise again at a later 
date. The complete squadron is however being 
sent home in VICTORIOUS since the personnel form

an experienced first line squadron and the aircraft are not 
required at present since no other crews are available at 
Gibraltar.

in order to embark 833 Squadron and bring them to U.K. In 
future Auxiliary Carriers taking T.B.R. aircraft from the U.K. 
for their own protection should bring them back when returning to U.K.
(D.N.A.D., 1815A/16 to N.C.X.F. 235.)

Naval
aircraft

833 Squadron of 6 Swordfish may be retained at 
Gibraltar for A/S patrols until relieved by 179 
Wellington Squadron in about one week’s time.
If possible ARCHER should be retained until then
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North Atlantic,
Force H. Force H leaves Gibraltar 1000/16 to cruise in

the vicinity Balearic Is. to cover operation on 
North Africa coast.
(Capt.S.8 . 0040Z/16 to 8th S.F.).

SHAD. Arrived point C 036.00 N. 020.00 W. 0100Z/l6th
L^ _ - 7 06 ) 7o>thence course 000° S. of A. 11 knots.

' J ' t /(SHAD. 0109Z/16 to Admty,(R) N.C.X.F.)
Proceed by route red on surface by day when vest of 015° W, 

thence diving by day to R/V with escort in Dosition H at 12004/22 Nov. Bombing restriction follows.
(F.O.S. 2126A/16 to SHAD (R) BLACKFISH, HERRING, BARB,
GUNNEL 0. in C.W.A. Capt.S.3., N.O.I.0.Falmouth. G. in C. 
Plymouth, Comnaveu, Com.U.S.S/M SadLn. 50, Admty).

PRESCOTT. Proceed when ready to overtake convoy M.K.S.l(X)
-)M.K.S.l (X) and act as additional escort.

2. Convoy M.K.S.l.(X) is routed as in my 1845Z/14 
(N,T. in W.D.).

3.^COREOPSIS, MARIGOLD, BRIXHAM, ROTHESAY, sailed about 2000/l5th, 
BUDE escorting ALCINOUS expects to sail a.m./16th, all to overtake convoy. h j  t *
(F.O.G.N.A. 0430Z/16 to PRESCOTT (r ) N.C.X.F., E.G.40, Escorts 
M.K.S.l (X).
See Also 2222/16. — Lhop.jcy.

Sailed PRESCOTT to overtake convoy M.K.S.l (Y) (as in signal) 
(F.0.C.N.A.1705Z/16 to Escorts of convoy M.K.S.l.(Y) Admty 
N.C.X.F.)

Operation
"Analysis"

Following is a repetition of my 1753z/l4th (N.T.in 
W.R.) begins addressed Admty,F.O.Malta, C. in C. 
Med. F.O. Inshore Squadron, S.O. Force H, Cdre. 
Algiers from F.O.C.N.A. WELSHMAN sailed 1525Z for 

Malta via Algiers. Q.B.81, Q.3B.299, Q.B.C.502 T.0.0.17(?53)z/14.
(Ends) c(F.O.C.N.A. 0451Z/16 to Admty, F.O.I.C.Malta. C. in C.Med. F.O. 
Inshore Squadron, S.O. Force H, Cdre.Algiers).

BIDEFORD Admiralty 1608A/I5th, not to ships, and F.O.C.N.A.s
U m .K.S.I(X). 1212Z/l4th, not to Admty paras.5 and 6. These ships

(W.D.Note. See 2222/16 for Names) are not to 
leave Lisbon. Remain in vicinity of R/V to turn 

ships back (?if) they do sail. At dusk proceed independently to 
-join M.K.S.l.(Y) as previously ordered.(N.C.X.F.0520Z/16 to BIDEFORD (R) H.M.S. LONDONDERRY, Admty, 
F.O.C.N.A. Capt.(S) 9, C. in C. W.A. Cmdr. F., A.D. Gibraltar).

L̂OND̂ )ilDERRYU0525Z/16 to Admty, F.O.C.N.A. 0. in C.
My 0 5 2 5/1 6• * ̂  Charge patterns dropped by me, no A/S contact

gained throughout, rejoining.
(LONDONDERRY 0631Z/16, to Admty, C. in C.W.A. F.O.C.N.A.).

/COREOPSIS....
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North Atlantic - contd.
Are you in company with CLAN MACTAGGART?
(N.C.X.F..0541Z/16 to COREOPSIS (R) LONDONDERRY.) 
CLAN MACTAGGART torpedoed and sunk in 036° 08* N.

COREOPSIS,
CLAN

MACTAGGART.
> 3 , 7 * 7 , ?07° 23' w -
' 1 1 (COREOPSIS 0644Z/16 to N.C.X.F. (r ) LONDONDERRY.)
Have on hoard 150 survivors from CLAN MACTAGGART.
(COREOPSIS 0926Z/16 to N.C.X.F.)
My 0926z/l6th. Amended figure 167 survivors. Naval and Lascar casualties.
(COREOPSIS 1031Z/16 to N.C.X.F.)

DEPTFORD. Intend proceeding in accordance with my 1430Z/l5th. 
i . My position 036° 36’ N. 000° 48* E.
A  *7* (DEPTFORD 0545Z/16 to F.O.C.N.A. (r ) N.C.X.F.Cdre. Algiers.)

pi J AUNTY. No contact. Passed lifeboat and small (?group 
omitted) Request any further information.“ 
(JAUNTY 0645Z/16 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) N.C.X.F.)

U/B Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M
attacked. in 35.40 N. 7.32 W. Was on course 180° speed

6 knots.
(A/C using call sign TV5C 0838/16.)

Have attacked enemy S/M with depth charges. S/M has 
dived bearing 35° 42' N. 7° 32* W.

(A/C using call sign TV5C 0840/16.)

ALMAACK, Pass position of ALMAACK to JAUNTY. Instruct
'~y JAUNTY. air escort to help if possible.
« naiuLifiMT. (N.C.X.F. 0927Z/16 to BRILLIANT (R) JAUNTY,
* h.yvL >7«-7 LOCH OSKAIG. )

Position of ALMAACK at 0800Z was 036° 38* N. 008° 05’ W. 
(N.C.X.F. 1055Z/16 to JAUNTY, LOCH OSKAIG, LEYLAND (R) 
BRILLIANT.)
Commenced towing at 1410Z, 036° 38’ N. 008° ? 03'-05’-43' W. 

course 106° speed about 4 knots.
(JAUNTY 1445Z/16 to N.C.X.F. (r ) F.O.C.N.A. Admty.)

NEWFOUNDLAND. Sailed hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND, E.T.A. Casa
blanca 2359 16th Nov.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0941Z/16 to N.C.W.N.T.F. (R) 
N.C.X.F., Admty.)

JONQUIL,
CONTESSA.

CONTESSA unable to sail this tide. (?U.S.) 
Naval Com'and requests to wait and escort her 
tomorrow.
(JONQUIL 0952Z/16 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)

/p e l i c a n ...
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North Atlantic - contd.

PELICAN,
FLEETWOOD,
M.K.F.2.

/KL&Lte

Report name of escort in company and if any of 
ocean escorts must fuel at Gibraltar. FLEETWOOD 
is to continue as ocean escort to prudent limit 
of endurance and then return to Gibraltar.

't-ujc Escort of Oran section if present are to continue 
'through Straits until daylight. F.O.C.N.A. will signal 
instructions for R/V with Gibraltar section.

(N.C.X.F. 1038Z/16 to PELICAN (r ) FLEETWOOD, Escorts of 
convoy M.K.F.2, Admty.)
M.K.F.2. Your 1038Z/16th. Escort in comoany with 

*PELICAN, FLEETWOOD,#BANFF and*SENNEN all able to reach U.K. 
without additional fuel. No escort joined from Oran. Expect 
to pass 180° (?Europa Point) about (?0330)Z 17th Nov. Under
stand U.S. transports ARGENTINE,BRAZIL,and URUGUAY destination 
(?Gibraltar) and their E.T.A. 0245Z/17th. a-*— f i f t  y /S > 7 A/&.*/x* 

(PELICAN 1414Z/16 to N.C.X.F. (r ) Admty., V.A. Gibraltar.) 
Gibraltar portion vrt.ll now join in 35° 53* N. 6° 23’ W. 

at 0800Z/I7th.
(N.C.X.F. 2148Z/16 to PELICAN.)

* -  L ^
GUNNEL, U-Boat sighted at 0735Z/l6th 035° 23* N. 016°
U/B. 231 W, course of enemy when last seen was 270°

/ i . U-boat submerged at 0745.
T l  (U.S. S/M GUNNEL 1100Z/16 to U.S. S/M SHAD,

Lw.S. HERRING, BARB (r ) Admty.)

LE TONNANT. My 1200 Nov. 15th. Nov; confirmed French 
French. submarine scuttled due to damage being more

extensive than anticipated. Commander feared 
submarine would be interned and subsequently 
handed to Germany. Reduced crew only on 
"hoard, other having been killed. Crew now 
interned Spain.
(Cadiz 1115/16 to Admty. etc.)

Your 1155Z/16th (N.T. in W.D.) Cadiz report French S/M 
LE TONNANT scuttled herself on 15th Nov. one mile off Cadiz.
crew landed in Spanish territory. Am awaiting further con

firmation. Meanwhile there would be no purpose in sending 
French Sloop LA GRACIEUSE. Please inform Misoff of regret
that this has occurred.

(N.C.X.F. 1630Z/16 to N.C.W.N.T.F.)

U/B. Following has been read. Am over enemy sub
marine in 36° 9’ N. 8° 53’ W. sighted on surface 
and observed to submerge. When first sighted 
was on course 090° speed 10 knots.
(Aircraft using call sign TR1B 1145Z/16.)

■^DEPTFORD. Your 1430Z/l5th. On arrival of fast section
xANTELOPE, at Algiers DEPTFORD is to return at best speed
Convoy. to join ADJUTANT and ANTELOPE.
. * (N.C.X.F. 1150Z/16 to DEPTFORD (R) F.O.C.N.A.,

cmdre. Algiers.)
* f> 'jo/

/ t t / " R ___
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U/B. Following has been read. Am over enemy S/M

36° 12f N. 7° 53’ W. sighted on surface and 
observed to submerge, when first sighted was 
on course 270° speed 7 knots.
(A/C TV 5 L 1201A/16.)

Damaged
German
Tanker,

Ferrol.

My 1930 Nov. 11th. Vessel continue anchor 
apparently without assistance from shore. 
Rumoured will dry dock. Spanish cruiser 
GANARIAS in dock cleaning. (W.R. Note. 
Remainder of message corrupt repetition called for)
(Guyatt Corunna 1300/16 to Admty.)

BRILLIANT.
Au h a a l K.

j o  tf.
All present and correct. P.G. and S. 036° 
45’ N. 008° 07' W. 115° 4 knots.
(BRILLIANT 1430Z/16 to N.C.X.F.)

U/B. Following read Y.70. I am over enemy S/M in
35° 50' N. 7° 52’ W.
(A/C using call sign WD3R 1446Z/16.)

Following read Y.70. Enemy S/M previously reported was 
sighted on surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted 
was on course 360° speed 15 knots.

(Aircraft using call sign WD3R 1555Z/16.)

At noon tomorrow 17th detach ROTHESAY, BRIXKAM, 
MARIGOLD, COREOPSIS with orders to carry out A/S 
sweep as ordered by ROTHESAY along reverse route. 
M.K.F.2 is expected to pass through 36° 00’ N.
09° 30* W. course 270° 13 knots, at 2000z/l7th. 
(N.C.X.F. 1448Z/16 to LONDONDERRY (r ) ROTHESAY, 
BRIXHAM, MARIGOLD, COREOPSIS, F.O.C.N.A. Capt.
(S) 8, A.O.C. Gibraltar, Cdre. F.M.S.13.)

Situation at 1957/l6th.
(1) U.S. submarines SHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB,*$r 
in vicinity of 36.01 20.01 at 2100A/16th 000° 11.

(2) U.S. submarine BLACKFISH in vicinity of 26.01 20.01 at 
2100A/I6th 000° ll?.
(3) Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising in 
area between Canary Is. and Port au Prince 36.01 30.02.
(4) POfCEiBdWN ,YESfrOR, VIVIANA. SPHENE 33.58 26.33, 161° 9^. 
(N.C.X.F. 1457Z/16, 2108Z/16.)

Situation 1958A/I6th.
(2) H.M.S. BRIDGEWATER 26.24 32.01 180° 12. ^
(3) Comdesron 10 in SLLYSON (corrupt group) with 7 American
Ships 30.26 33.39 through 30.01 35.01 thence 284 13.

(N.C.X.F. 1506Z/16.)

A/S Sweep 
M.K.F.2.

Dispositions.

4 /Situation 2002A/16
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North Atlantic .̂
Dispositions Situation 2002A/l6th midnight.
(contd.)______ ^.(3) THUNDERBOLT 43.01 12.09 diving hy day 2?

surfacing by night 10 161°.
(4) Swedish relief ship CAMELIA,EROS,FORMOSA, 
36.01 08.03 to Gibraltar 12.

(5) K.X. 6,LANCASTER, WELLS, 3 Corvettes, 4 Trav/lers, 36.11 08.27 
to Gibraltar 7.
(6) K.M.S.3 BLACK SWAN, one sloop, 9 Corvettes 42.09 19.16 
through 42.01 19.15 thence 116° 7-|.
(7) BIDEFORD 38.15 09.53 to rendezvous M.K.S.One (x) in position37.01 11.41 8. S—  > -jot
(8) M.K.S.l (X) LONDONDERRY, LANDGUARD, LULWORTH, WOODSTOCK, 
LOUISBURG, COREOPSIS, ROTHESAY, BRIXHAM 36.08 09.11 through 
36.10 10.01 thence 299° 7^. L*- U t o J ^7°?
(10) PRESCOTT 36.05 08.08 to overtake K.K.S.I^X.) 14 knots.!—  />/>
(11) H.M.S. BRILLIANT, LOCH OSXIG, LEYLAND, JAUNTY with 1 7* * * 3 4

Xmerchant ship in tow in approximate position 36° 38' 8° 5' (
to Gibraltar. ! “-/•/> 7 0 h- KALriAAtk.
(12) M.K.F. 1 (Y)*ARGUS, WRESTLER, AMAZON.EZE (?EXE), SW(ALE),?40° 6' 16° 1* 000° 1 3 ’
(13) M.K.F. 2P e l i c a n , FLEETWOOD*, **BANFF,^ENNEN pass Gibraltar 
at 0430A/17, course 270° 13. ! ft- / o if
(14) M.K.F.2 (g ) EGRET, PHILANTE, GLARE leave Gibraltar approx. 
2100A/I6th to R/V M.K.F.2 in 36° 1* 8° 1', Hospital ship NEW
FOUNDLAND 34° 11* 7° 2’ to Casablanca 10^.

(N.C.X.F. 1507/16 as amended 2044Z/16.)

TROOPER, TROOPER and P.311 are to proceed as ordered in my
P.311, 1330/15th to THUNDERBOLT.

-^THUNDERBOLT. (2) All times for P.311 48 hours later.
(3) TROOPER is to adjust speed between 043° 01' 
012° 46' and position A so as to pass position 

A at 0800Z ? (22nd) and then remain 72 hours astern of 
THUNDERBOLT.
(4) THUNDERBOLT, P.311 and TROOPER will be met by escorts in 
position C at 1600Z on 20th, 22nd and 25rd November respectively 

and escorted through Straits.
(Capt. S.8, 1500Z/16 to TROOPER, P.311, THUNDERBOLT (R)
Admty., N.C.X.F., F.O.(S) V.A. Gibraltar.)

U.S.
S/Ms.

You may encounter following eastbound or westbound 
enemy in area given in my 1237/15th Nov. (area 

li .in which ships are to be sunk at sight)
rr7v 7° (A) Tankers, blockade breakers supply ships or 

raiders. All are well armed, in addition raiders may have 
torpedo tubes. Raiders have speed up to 22 knots remainder 12 
to 16 knots.
(B) He.11, Ju.88 or Focke Wotylfe aircraft.(C; Allied Sunderland Flying Boat or Liberator's may be seen up to 
500 miles from Lands End. Whitley or Wellingtons up to 350 miles. 

(F.O.S. 1508A/16 to SHAD, HERRING, BARB, GUNNEL, BLACKFISH,
(r ) COMNAVEU, Cdr. U.S. S/M Squadron 50.)

/CORINALDO ...



MOST SECRET.

708

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

16.11.1942. 
Monday.____

North Atlantic - contd.
CORINALDO Ref. Trade Division Memo 4th Sept. 1939.
(sunk 29th 1. CORINALDO. 2. Donaldson South American Line.
October.) 3. 1915 29th Oct. 034° 20’ N. 018° 25' W.

estimated. 4. One cable on port bow.
5. Not seen again. 6. On surface.

7. R.O. Instanbul (sic). 8. For survivors see my 1915/8th.
9. No details seen. 10. One torpedo.
(N.G.S.O. Funchal 1531/16 to Admty., S.O.(l) Gibraltar.)

PRINCE Following received from Sierra Leone addressed
BAUDOUIN. Admiralty. (Begins) Intend PRINCE BAUDOUIN to

call at Ponta Delgada to fuel at 0600Z/22nd Nov. 
Estimated requirements. Request Portuguese 
authorities be notified. T.O.O. 1811Z/14 (Ends) 
(D.O.D. (F) 1551A/16 to F.O.C.N.A. 808, British 
Consul, Ponta Delgada, (R) N.A. Lisbon.)

Italian
U/Bs
Cadiz.

B.O. 2 damaged Italian submarine(s) entered 
Cadiz 12th November.
(Seville 1558/16 to S.O.(l) Gibraltar, Admty. 
for D. of N.I., B.N.A. Madrid, R.O. Cadiz.)

Air A 252 16 November P.R.U. Gib. W.l G.2 Sortie
r /C. E.246 16/11. 1115 hours shows Cadiz and Matagorda

on oblique photographs. La Carraca not covered. 
Only Naval shipping is one probable Jupiter 

Class Minelayer. Merchant shipping comprised two cargo liners 
and seven M.Vs. Two probably three of the M.Vs were present 
on 11/10. Shipping in Puntales Channel unchanged since 11th Oct. 
Karache, Auamara A/D. No A/C visible.
(P.R.U. Gibraltar 1615Z/16 to Admty. etc.)

KAULDI. Nov. 16th, Spanish 59 (KAULDl) left for France
14th. , v .(Bilbao 1725/16 to Admty. (R) M.E.W. etc.)

SPICHERN. P.R.U. visual report. Tanker SPIGUERN (Ex
KROSSFONN) still at Ferrol 1245/16.
(D.D.I.C. 1800A/16 to SHEFFIELD (R) F.O.C.N.A. 
etc.)

CLYDE. 
-3— « -

Arrival.(F.O.C.N.A. 1818Z/16 to Admty.)

HERRING. N.C.X.F. reference 2352Z/13 (Revest repetition
to Admiralty P.C. and S.) position 036 N. 

l 019° 50’ W. at 2130z/16 course north. S. of A.
(HERRING 2000Z/16 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F. T.G. 
34.11.)

/ P .222 . . .
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P.222,
P.51,
U/B.

Keep a good lookout for U-hoat. No British 
submarine your vicinity.
(Cant. S.8 2004Z/16 to P.222, P.51.)

Convoy
j->M.K.S.10O

M. k . s . :L.C(]K-) 1800Z/15
L. 36° 10' N . 10° 00* W.
M. 38° 28’ N. 15° 00’ W.
N . 40° 28’ N . 17° ’02’ w .0. 41° 00’ N . 16° 30’ w .
P. 52° 01’ N. 16° 02’ w .
Q. 55° 03’ N . 13° 15' w .
R. 55° 25’ N . 08° 35’ w .

7 * 7 ' *

LONDONDERRY, LANDGUARD, LULWORTH, PRESCOTT, WOODSTOCK, LOUISBURG, 
BIDEFORD, COREOPSIS, MARIGOLD, BRIXHAM, ROTHESAY, BUDE. 
(V.A.C.N.A. 2105Z/16 to Admty., C. in C. W.A.)

BARB.
j * —  A A  V

7°*/7 *7 *

Your 0210/13th (N .T. in W.R.) 056° 00’ N.
020° 00’ W. at 0140z/l7th November 000° 11 
knots 250 miles per day.
(BARB 2202Z/16 to Admty., pass to N.C.X.F., R.A. 
Y/.Af., C.T.F.34, F.O.S. C.S.S.50, Comnaveu, 
pass to base 2, Capt.S (8))

140. Request you will sail Convoy M.K.S.l (X) 
at 1600Z/15th (sic) November routed through 
following positions:
L. 36.10 N. 10.00 W.
M. 38.28 N. 15.00 W.
N. 40.28 N. 17.02 W. thence as ordered by Admty.

2. Convoy will consist of EMPIRE CONFIDENCE, HAVILDAR, ST.
ESSYLT, ALCINOUS, WALT WHITMAN, DUKE OF ATHENS, HOUSTON CITY, 
FORT SENNEVTLLE, FORT MCLAUGHLIN, CHIONA. NORLYS, MAJA, KAIA 
KNUDSEN, and any ships of E (as received) K.M.S.l, which may 
return in time. Names will be signalled.
3. Admiralty is requested to signal destinations.
4. Escort LONDONDERRY, BIDEFORD, LANDGUARD, LULWORTH, WOODSTOCK, 
PRES^COTT, LOUISBURG.
5. OPORTO, NOLISEMEITT, ALGERIAN and SPERO escorted by BIDEFORD 
should be sailed from Lisbon to rendezvous with main position 
37.00 N. 11.41 W. at 1200Z/17.
6. A.O.C. Gibraltar is requested to arrange A/S Air Patrols. 
(N.C.X.F. 2222Z/16 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Comm. F.S.8., A.O.C. 
Gibraltar, Admty., C. in C. W.A.)

M.K.S.l(X)

REGENT,
SEVERN,

*'CLYDE.

A  * j c *

(1) Upper deck torpedo containers are held at 
Gibraltar for REGENT.
(2) Is SEVERN fitted with these containers or 
should CLYDEs be removed at Gibraltar and held 
for SEVERN?(3) Expect to sail CLYDE 21st November for U.K. 
(Capt. S.8 2232Z/16 to F.O.S.)

/Dinghies ...
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North Atlantic - contd.
Dinghies. Circling 3 Dinghies ZCJR 4555 (indecipherable)

(A/C C/S A5XF 2308/16 to Plympton M/F D/F 
(3-ibraltar B Cast))

South Atlantic.
MILFORD, Departures 16th November.
TAMARISK. (N.O.I.C. Lagos 0825Z/16 to Admty.)
^  V 1—./ W (*• «— )  t )
BARBRAKE. Your 1010C/3.3th. Intend sailing BARBRAKE

for Takoradi about 23rd Nov. escorting ST. ZENO 
trawler (?routed) via Pointe Noire and Walvis 
Bay. Further signal will be made.
(R.A.W.A. 1002Z/16 to C. in C. S.A. (R)
N.O.I.C. Takdradi, Admty.)

ENTERPRISE, Arrived.
CERES. (N.O.I.C. Durban 1004Z/16 to Admty. etc.)

K.14. Your 1535Z/l5th.
T ̂  f . 1. Intend to sail N. S/M K.14 at 0630z/l7th Nov. 
' * /J-r7 for Bermuda. Route (a) 14 N. 50 W. at 0100Z/22

y*; Nov. (b) 19 N. 39 W. at 2000Z/24th Nov.
(c) 30 N. 60 W. at OOOlZ/lst Dec. S. of A. 9 

knots. E.T.A. Bermuda a.m. 2nd December.
2. K.14 shifts from group F.T. and Rugby F.S. continuous wave 
to Washington broadcast vide A.M. "A” 255 at 0800Z/25th Nov.
3. Signal Publications as in my 1435Z/l5th.
(R.A.W.A. 1031Z/16 to B.A.D. (R) S.B.N.O. W.A., Admty., F.O.S. 
F.O.C.N.A., K.14 Cominch.)

MERCATOR. It is desired to bring MERCATOR to Freetown as
soon as possible after she completes docking on 
Nov. 23rd. Date upon which she will be formally 
transferred to R.N. is requested so that a 
suitable officer may be included in navigating 
party to assume full charge if necessary. Your 
1344A 13th Sent, refers.
(R.A.W.A. 1038Z/16 to Admty. (r ) B.N.L.O. W.Af.)
Re MERCATOR as submarine accommodation ship at Free 
town.)

M/Vs. Two merchant vessels each 3000 tons and escort
Port Bouet. vessel A.75 type at Port Bouet 1100/15th Nov. 

Reported by air R/C.
(S.O.I. Freetov/n 1107Z/16 to Admty.)

/Dispositions ...
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Dispositions. DRAGON 01.50 07.44 (? to) 02.30 10.01 thence to

port 20.
COMMANDANT DROGOU, COMMANDANT DETROYAT, MORRIS 

DANCE,3 M.Ls,with T.S.24 00.45 06.15 to 00.42 06.46 thence to 
port 8.

HOLCOMBE, HYDRANGEA, 2 Trawlers, (?2) M.Ls,with (?S) T 42.03 
(corrupt group) 04.20 to Takoradi 10 at 2002z/l6th.
MILFORD, TAMARISK escorting 05.50 02.10 E. to Takoradi 9.5 

K  ASTURIAS, AMARANTHUS patrolling "between 07.27 25.36 and 04.35 
29.01 12.5.* f> ys-4 
CORINTHIAN 00.30 S. 00.59 E. 112° 11.
FANDANGO, KELT, 3 M.Ls, escorting about 03.30 S. 10.01 E. to R/V 7. 
P.552 05.30 S. 00.20 153 9. Allied naval unit patrolling 
between Ascension and St. Paul's Rocks.
(R.A.W.A. 1155Z/16.)

KHYBER 18.30 (?20) 01 (?180°) 10. TRUANT 16.25 21.02 
000° 11 at 2001Z/I6th.
ARRAN, 3 M.Ls escorting 10 (?30) 17.01 to Bathurst 9.
TURCOT.IAN escorting about 14.30 37.20 292° 8^.
Neth. S/M K.14 leaves Freetown at 0645Z/I7th proceeding to
position 14.00 30.00 9. _̂_ /> - t *.

(R.A.W.A. 1200Z/16.) ‘ '' ' 1
Appeal from 
Moreau.

Your 1805/14 (N.T. in W.D.) Moreau stresses 
propaganda value of the French broadcast appeal 
proposed in my 0800/13 Nov.
Para.(B)*This was not put forward merely as an 
alternative method of reaching his father.
(C. in C. S.A. 1204C/16 to Admty.)

LEOPARD. Your 1247C/14/11. Final destination of LEOPARD 
is Sydney where she should rejoin LE TRIOMPHANT. 
She is to be sailed to Mauritius as soon as 
ready for sea. Further itinerary will be given 
before her arrival at Mauritius.
(F.N.F.L. Londres 1245A/16 to C. in C. S.A. (R) 
Admty., C. in C. E.F., F.S. LEOPARD.)

Shipping, C. in G. W.A. pass to N.C.S.Os.
Freetown, To avoid congestion at Takoradi the ports of
Lagos. Freetown and Lagos will be used as holding ports

for the West African coast, except Bathurst.
2. Ships from U.K. and U.S.A. should be given 

(a) A route right through to destination (b) A route to Freetown 
from convenient point on route (a) (c) Instructions for entry 
into Lagos and Takoradi. Route (b) to be followed unless other 
instructions received.
3. N.C.S.O. Mersey is requested to indicate in the Convoy list 
whether the call at Freetown is for discharge and/or bunkers and/
or holding only. , ,„ . .. . .4. Cominch C. and R. is requested to furnish a similar indication
in route signals. .
(Admty. 1321A/16 to C. in C. W.A., Connav, (R) F.O.C.w .A.,
C. in C. S.A.)

/VEERHAVEN ...



MOST SECRET

7 1 2
War Diary.

FOREIC-H STATIONS.

16.11.1942. 
Monday. _

South. Atlantic - contd.

VEERHAVEN. Following information received from Vice Consul 
(sunk 11 Natal te loss of Dutch SS VEERHAVEN.
November.) VEERHAVEN bound from Buenos Aires to U.K. via

Trinidad was shelled and sunk by S/M 0100 G.M.T. 
11th November. 2 Lifeboats launched were machine 

gunned continuously by S/M or S/Ms (general opinion of Officers 
and men that there were 2, ship being shelled on both sides). 
Position not given but I am asking Natal for this information.
23 Survivors including Captain picked up by Brazilian Destroyer 
and landed at Natal 15th. No news of other lifeboat with re
maining 19 Officers and men. Ship's C.Bs were thrown over
board in box provided.
(R.0. Permanbuco 1426Z/16 to Admty.)

M/V A.M. 1425/l4th. Reference positions. Request
Reference positions (a ) to (e) (inclusive) given in my
Positions. 1305/28th Oct. may be substituted for positions

numbers 1 to 8 in your 1232/9th.
2. My 1659/7th para. (2) and (3). In view of 

Admiralty’s remarks request I may be informed wherher it is 
intended (a) to reduce the number for positions in your 1232/9th 
observing that routes of most ships sailed to E.I.S. from S.A.S 
v/ould contain at least 22 reference positions, and (b) to cancel 
any of the periods in anticipation of promulgation of references 
in future by Admty.
3. Grateful for your (?early) remarks in order that final and 
definite instructions may be issued to N.C.S.Os on S.A.S.
(C. in C. S.A. 17120/16 to C. in C. E.F. (R) Admty.)
Reply: C. in C. E.F. 1254/17.

British CERION in 35° 58' S. 26° 37' E. at 
OlOOC/lO Nov. was gunned by U-boat after 2 
torpedoes which missed had been fired at her.
2. U-boat fired several bursts from automatic 
gun similar to Oerlikon and 1 round from 4-inch 
gun all of which did no damage. Tracer and other 

ammunition which made greenish yellov/ streaks we re used. CSRION 
replied with 4 rounds and took evasive action by bringing U-boat 
astern. 4th round probably fell close to U-boat who discon
tinued action.
(S.O.CT.; Capetown 1726C/16 to Admty. (R) C. in C. E.F.)

CERION 
attacked 
by U/B 
10 Nov.

Dakar. Dakar P.R.U.16th Nov. No change major unit.
A.M.C. QUERCY sailed.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1955Z/16 to N.C.X.F., N.C.W.N.T.F. 
Admty., N.O.I.C. Casablanca.)

Movements, Arrival 14th Nov. U.S. Destrwer*OSMOND INGRAM, 
Pernambuco. ieparture 14th U.S. DestroyersaEADGER, DAVIS,

ELLIS.Brazilian minelayers CARAVELA/S and 
CARIOCA, Arrival 16th U.S. Sloop*HUMBOLDT.
(R.O. Pernambuco 2109Z/16 to Admty.)

t. Th i f t / iT
7) i-*. I~. ft A  5 6  A /. .
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Mediterranean.
P. 45. Your 2002/15th and V.A. Malta's 1215A/l0th Oct.
P. Pass through following position at times quoted,
P. u-i- since presumed you have withdrawn west of

Skerki Bank. 38.00 10.00 at 0600/l6th, 
position A at 0500/17th, position B at 0600/17th thence at 
120 feet to D.
You will be 10 miles astern of P.48 and should sound range 
occasionally. *-P.46 will pass you on opposite course at 80 
feet about midway.*" /yb 7
After arrival at D at 1900/17th thence through E to F at 
0700/l8th continuing on the surface to end of swept channel 
where sweeper will meet you and P.48 at 1325a/18.
Whilst approaching Malta in daylight on 18th set watch on 
local patrol wave 465 k/cs and dive for blue air raid warning. 
Your attention is drawn to Q.B.B. 298.
(Capt. S.10, 0032A/16 to P.45, (R) S/Ms on patrol.)

Operation Abandoning operation owing to weather. Returning
"Analysis” . via outward route. S. of A. 28 knots. E.T.A.
V  a i g -  Algiers 1030Z/l6th. Request fighter protection. 

' / ' (WELSHMAN, 0449Z/16 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn. , (r )
7»-* • N.C.X.F. )

,/? n i—  /j U
AURORA.

> /  . L  4 O k

7

My 1149/15th (N.T. inW.fi.) AURORA is to sail 
at 2200Z/16th to arrive Algiers (?08)30z/l7th. 
(N.C.X.F., 0759Z/16 to AURORA, Cdre. Algiers, 
N.O.I.C. Oran, (r ) F.O.C.N.A., BEAGLE, WISHART, 
F.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

PENTSTEMON. Your 1230Z/l5th proceed to Gibraltar. 
lAMPmlc. (S.O.I. Sqdn., 0802Z/16 to PENTSTEMON, (R)

N.C.X.F. )
PENTSTEMON and SAMPHIRE in company arriving Gibraltar 0900z/l6th. 
(PENTSTEMON, 0827Z/16 to S.O. Inshore Sqdn., (r ) N.O.I.C.
Bougie, SPEY. ) iL ^ h  lt_ uJi.A * N. .

U/B. Following has been read: Addressed Call sign
Y.70. Am over enemy S/M in 36° 58’ N. 13° 2' E. 
sighted on surface and seen to submerge.
(A/C using call sign XCCL, 0902Z/16.)

P. 212.^ hh v*.
T&.

MAURETANIA.

Sailed.
(V,A. Malta, 0905A/16 to Admty., etc.)

Sailed 0445/16 G.M.T. E.T.A. Colombo a.m. 24th 
Nov. (Route) thence Colombo searched channel 
R/V 12° 31’ N. 55° 52’ E. with DEVONSHIRE at 
0600Z/20th Nov.
(N.C.S.O. Suez, 0906/16 to Admty.)

/Movements
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'TAINTING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to

(personal for F.H. Dill), G in G India,
(Personal for Gen. V/avell) G in G Mediterranean 
G-.O.C. in G, Egypt. , G in G Persia/lraq.
(Personal for Gen Wilson) L.H.Q. Melbourne 
(Personal for Gen, Blarney.) O.G.S. New Zealand 
(Personal for Gen. Puttick) C.G.S. South 
Africa (Personal for F.M. Smuts)

on to Martuba morning 15 Nov. and reported all landing 

grounds in area secured and serviceable by 0900 hrs. GMT, 

patrols continued westwards along road Martuba—Carrnusa 

during afternoon. 12 Lancers moved northwards directed on 

Dema, Seven Armd* Div. located Tobruk and area west. 
First Armd. Div. located area Sollura-Bardia.
Two, 30 Corps. N.T.R.

Three. 13 Corps, One PL first R, Sussex occupied
Siwa afternoon Ik Nov.

Rohr. • Air. llj. Nov. Fighters continued bombing
end machine gun.- attacks' bn enemy M.T. in Melili-Tmirai 

area. Few good targets found, but number of direct hits 
scored and fires started.

Five. Night lk/15 Nov. Liberators bombed Benghazi

From : G in G Middle East. Date 16. ll.l|2
Recok^ 13̂ 0

CIPHER

ADDRESSED: The War Office ( pass to Air Ministry)
repeated .British Army Staff Washington

METED! ATE
0 / n m 'o  i phe r 16 Nov292698.
One

Gositrep 595 Part one,

, 10 Corps. Four Lt. Armd, Bdc. pressed

/ Harbour



2
Harbour starting very large fire on docks with cxplosi 

which threw debris high into air. Believed ammunition 

dump orM^pain hit. Seven other fires started same are 

SiXe Ref. Cositrep 59*4 oart two para four.

Fighters operating from advanced landing-ground 13 Nov 

found good I IT targets between Benghazi and Age i la 

over eighty vehicles destroyed and damaged and one 

ficscler storch shot down. Two Hurricanes missing 

Attacks were continued 1/4 Nov. but no details yet 

available. Continuation of air follows as part two. 

All informed. I0 83CZ/16
Received from W,0, at 1807/16/11

1st Lord Circulated by W.0 
Internal1st Sa L. (2) 

l*th S.L. 
C.N.A. S. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (F) 
Naval Sec, 
N.A. 1st S.L,

C. 6. Telegrams, IIis,  I I .0. ( 5 ) ( fo r  
. , C. I. G-. S. , 
., D.P. (2).

D.N.I. (3)

Duty Capt. (Admiralty). , Duty 
Officer (Upper Admiralty War Rocm) 
Head of W.R# admiralty. ,
A.M.C.S. , (Air Ministry) (6)
Brig. 13,1.C. Jacob (15)
Cabinet War Room., 3 of S. Foreign 
Office.
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Arrival 15th ROMBEAUFORT,*ORION, ALDENHAM, 
DULVERTON,* CLEOPATRA,-*ARETHUSA, TETCOTT,*DIDO, 
CROOME, PINDOS, T.L.Cs 101, 107, 139, 157, 154.

Departure 15th Nov. SOUTHERN SEA, GLOXINIA, DELPHINIUM, ST. 
ISSEY, PRINCE DE LIEGE, CUMERAE, PROTEA.
(S.O.(I.) Alexandria, 0913B/16 to Admty., C. in C. Med.)

Mersa
Matruh.

* fr.LfO.

Situation report Mersa Matruh. 916 tons cargo 
unloaded on 14th. 389 tons from ships, 264 
tons from lighter.
(S.0.{Î  Med., 0950/16 to Admty.)

Personnel. Embarked (? for passage to U.K.) (details) 
proceeding in convoy 1730/15th.
(D.S.T.O. Algiers, 1000Z/16 to Admty.)

P.222, P.51. Keep a good lookout for U-Boat. No British S/M 
in your vicinity.
(Capt. S.8, 1004Z/16 to P.222, P.51.)

Movements.
fi

15th Nov. arrival SEAHAM, HYACINTH, M.L0 359, 
JENNET and*LY0NS.
(N.O.I.C. Beirut, 1022/16 to Admty.)

TLob

TRITON. If special (? operation) (? completed) patrol 
Doro Channel daylight 18th.
(Capt. S.l, 1108B/16 to G.S. TRITON, (r ) C. in C. 
Med.)

French
Shipping
Agreement.

Report on chartering engagements. 
(Cdre. Algiers, 1115/16 to N.C.X.F.) 
See Lion Copy.

E.T. 2. Have 5 ships for E.T.2, request R/V E.T.A. 2 
immediately. No escort available for passage 
Gibraltar•
(F.O.I.C.*0ran, 1130Z/16 to N.C.X.F., (R) 
F.O.I.C. Algiers.)

Convoy 
signals.

TON 7 para. 23. On sailing a convoy an 
immediate signal should be made to authorities 
concerned repeated N.C.X.F. giving (A) Name of 
ships in convoy. (b ) Any alteration of escort.
(C) Speed of advance.

(N.C.X.F., 1131Z/16 to Cdre. Algiers, N.O.I.C. Oran, N.O.I.C. 
Bougie, N.O.I.C. Philippeville, N.O.I.C. Bone.)

Air R/C. No forenoon R/C due to weather.
(V.A. Malta, 1136A/16 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F., 
F.O. Inshore Sq.dn., Cdre. Algiers, (r ) Admty., 
F.O.C.N.A., S.O. Force H, N.C.C.N.T.F.)

/ALBARO ...
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M E S S  A G E
MOST SECRET

From Commodore) Algiers

___________ Ni.ViJj GY1HER (D) BY W/T

Addrossod N.C.X.F.

1115/16th November 
IN

Date 16/11/42 
Time 2217

IMI'OHTANT

In consultation with Kerr re French 
Merchant dripping, following is  combined report:

(1) Monsieur Stophan B.A. on administrative side 
of French Navy is  appointed by Parian to 
represent French shipping in terests  in  North 
Africa and has been empowered to negotiate the

, .  . Charters covering a l l  French merchant ships 
in North Africa*

(2) Chartering engagements together with no to 
there on authorized by .0* in C. A.F* dated 
October 34th were presented to Stophan on 
November 10th and produced the following 
reactions:

(a) No criticisirof4Pa^hS"'S& 4S2Son 
anticipate d ifficu lty

(b) Question of clause 3 char to ring 
engagements raised by French who 
enquired recently of interim chartoring 
and why permanent tiraos cannot bo 
immediately negotiated here.

(c) Hull and machinery insurance for both 
war and marine r isk s  is  placed with 
private companies in metropolitan France 
but guaranteed by French Government.
I t  may therefore not bo possiblo to 
obtain horo insured value; preference 
was expressed for replacement ton for 
ton lo s t  rather than insurance for to ta l 
lo ss .

(d) I t  has been inferred that a v a ila b ility  
of crew w ill largely be influenced by 
tonnage replacement so ensuring 
continuity of French merchant marino.
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(3) Rocommenda tion s :

MMB

(1)

( 2)

(3)

Combined shipping adjustment board 
to determine lnmediately p o licy  o f  
time chartering French vessels in 
Northern A frica  and to take steps 
to negotiate, without delay time charters 
hero o
That competent surveyors are appointed
immediately and sent to A lg iers , Oran 
ana Casablanca,
Meanwhile we are pursuing our e ffo r ts  
v.Q-accomplish interim chartering 
engagements;with a view to getting 
ships immediately into service*
But from in it ia l  discussions we are 
not sanguine o f  success,

1115/16

Advance Copy D.C. B.C.D.(F) D.D.I.C.
1st Lord. ...
1st S,Lc(2)
Dop. ln t S.L.
4th S,L.v.c.rus,
'AfC.N'.S. (H) 
AvC,N.S.(F)(2)
A , C,N, 8, (T)
Sec,

£ V s e Cl
xhA,S.(S)
P.*.S.-<F)
N,Ae. 1st S.L.
B* o f  P .(2 )
D* of P.(Q)
B*O.B. (H)(2)
B. O.l), (F )(2 ) 
B ,B»I.C .(3) 
L .N „I.(4 )
Hd» of I\I.
B.T.B, (C)
I). o f  S.T.
n. l . *
W.G.F,
Admiral Blake (2) 
Admiral Ramsey (4) 
B.C:.(2)
B .T .D .(3)
B.T.B.(M)
I .P . ( 2)
W.B#
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MOST SECRET
M E S S  A G E

MOST SECRET

trom C. in  C. M iddle East. 

________________________Cyphor_

IN

1150 G .M .T./16th November

Date 16/13/42 
Reed. 1740

mIddrossod The Wa r  O f f ic e  (Pass t o  A ir  M in is t r y ) .  Repeated 
B r i t is h  Anay S t a f f  Washington (p e rson a l f o r  
F.M. B i l l ) ,  C. in  C. In d ia  (P e rson a l f o r  G eneral 
Wave1 1 ), C. in  C. M editerranean , G.O.C. in  C. 
E gyp t, G. in  C. P o rs ia / Ira q , L.H .Q . A u s tra lia  
(P e rson a l f o r  General B larney), C .G .S. Now 
Zealand (P e rson a l f o r  General P u t t i c k ) , C.G.S. 
P r e t o r ia  (P e rson a l f o r  F.M. Smuts).

;.lEMOST D 1E B IATI 

292924. 0/72334 c ip h e r  16 November.

C o s itrep  595.

P a rt Two.

1. N iaht 14/15 November. H urricanes machino gunned M.T. 
N orth  East o f  Benghazi s ta r t in g  f i r e s .

2. 15 N ven ber. F igh te rs  continued low  f l y in g  a ttacks  
throughout dav on onomy M.T. on roads South and V/e^t o f  
C irone as f a r  as Benghazi. . Cloud hampered ob serva tion  o f  
r e s u lt s ,  but numerous f i r e s  s ta r ted  and much damage caused. 
Many c a s u a lt ie s  in f l i c t e d  on tro o p s , nm . M.n. m  b-1Ub 
down.

3. F igh te rs  op e ra tin g  from  advanced land ing ground North 
East o f  J a lo  machino gunned Agedabia and Ja lo  land ing 
grounds and M.T. in  / g o ila  and J a lo  areas Two a i r c r a f t  
d estroyed  on ground, two more damaged, _ About; 50 M.T. 
d estreyed  and 25 damaged. During previous th ro e  days 

. f ig h t e r s  operating aga in st ta r g e t s  in  Agodabia -  A g e i la  
la roa  destroyed  d ive  a i r c r a f t  on ground 45 (o r  55) M.T. 
damaged over one hundrod M.T.

4. 28 American B .24s despatched to  make d a y lig h t  a tta ck
on T r ip o l i  15 November wore unable to  reach o b je c t iv e  owing 
t o  bad weather. Ship in  G u lf o f  S ir to  a ttacked  one near 
m iss cla im ed. M.T. South o f  Benghazi a ls o  bombed. B.24 
shot down one M e.109, damaged an oth er, near Bonghazi.

b. Enemy f i g h t e r  bombers a ttacked  our Eastbound M.T.
convoys between G aza la  and Solium , causing seme damage and

c a s u a lt ie s  /
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casualties. Fighter patrols • later maintained over c envoy ŝ  
without incident. • i

6. Fighters moved up to Gnzala landing grounds in evening,

7. End of message. All informed. /g

1150 G.K.T./16.

War Office distribution •- 
S. of fl.
C. I.G.S.
V.C. I.G.o.
D. M.O.
D.F:.(2)
D.D.M.O. (0) (H)
M.0.1.5.6.
D.M.I.
D.D.M. I. (I) (F)
M.I.2.(1).5.3b.14.

D.A.F.V.
D.D.i.r.
Duty Captain (Admiralty)
Duty Officer (Upper Admiralty War Rm.) 
Hoad of War Registry ( Admiralty) 
A.M.C.S. Air Ministry (6)
Brig. Jacob (15 copies)
Cabinet War R ;m

cf S. Foreign Office.

Received from War Office 2122/16.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.(2)
4th G.L.
C. N.A.S.
A.C.N.A.'S.
V.C.N.S.
r r G v ( F )  ( 2)
N.A. 1st S.Ij.
D. Of). (H)(2)
D.O.D. (F)(2)
D.D.l.C. (2)
D. of F.(2)
Duty Captain (2)
Hoad of M.
D.N. I. (4)

I .P . (2)
D.P.D.
W.D. - .■
Admiral Blake 
D.N, A. D. 
i). A. C. D.
C.C.L.J.
Admiral Ramsey (4)
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War Diary.
16.11.1942. 
Monday.___

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
ALBARO My 1539C/5. ALBARO may sail today. B.2.
(Italian) (S.O.I. Istanbul via N.I.D., 1140C/16 to S.O.I.

Med., (R) S.1, D.N. I.)
My 1140c/l6th. ALBARO sailed for Aegean 1230 

G.M.T. November 16th.
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1535C/16 to S.l, (R) S.O.I. Med., D.N.I.)

Sailed.
(V.A. Malta, 1204A/16 to Admty., etc.)

Following received fromA.H.Q. Malta (begins). 
N.C.X.F., (R) Admty. A.S.I.l 4 8 Nov. 16.
Your T.0.0. 1352/15 to V.A. Malta. As R.A.F. in 
Malta are still carrying out daily offensive 

operations over Tunisia we must still carry out photographic 
R/C of Tunis and Bizerta until Eastern Air Command are in a 
position to provide their daily P.R.U. results in adequate time 
for our operations. Please pass A.O.C. Eastern Command.
(V.A. Malta, 1210A/16 to N.C.X.F., Admty.)

P. 46.
7 2- ° /

Air R/C 
by E.A.C.

Enemy bombing "School” - 37° 57* N. 5° 30’ E. 
091°, 6.
(Ship at sea, 1215A/16 to Algiers W/T.)
My 1215, 3 aircraft, no damage.
(Ship at sea, 1230A/16.)

Air/Int.500 16th Nov. Ref. sortie C/604 date 
14th Nov. Toulon. Further examination shows 
single anti-torpedo boom being laid in Petite Rad 
from position 43° 6*24" N. 5° 55'12" E. bearing 
in direct of 243u approx.
(R.A.F. Medmenham, 1230A/16 to Adraty., etc.)

Your 1824/llth Nov. 500 German P.O.W. embarked 
MAURETANIA ex Suez 16th. 2. 500 will be embarke
HIGHLAND MONARCH. 3. Is limitation of 500 per 
ship also to apply between Suez and South Africa 

in view of your 1824/llth Nov. para. 2. (c) first sentence?
4. Agreed G.H.Q. M.E.F.
(P.S.T.O. E., 1245/16 to D.S.T.) Reply: D.S.T. 2158A/18.

LAMERTON, Order RUSKHOLM and STRONSAY to continue with
convoy. convoy to Bone and remain there until further

directions.
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn., 1250A/16 to LAMERTON, (R) 
N.O. I.C. Bone.)

P.211,"*P,212. P.211 has freedom of action in Gulf of Sirte
. south of 032° 00' N. If ship reported anchored

off Ras Ali has left, Sirte and Buerat should 
be visited. P.212 keep north of 032° 00’.
(Capt. S.10, 1255A/16 to P.221, P.212, (r ) 0. in C. Med., 
N.C.X.F.) See also 1805/16.

A/C attack 
"School".

Toulon
R/C.

Transport of 
Prisoners.

/Force H •  • •
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Force H. Sail at 1730Z today 16th as ordered by METEOR
to R/V with Force H in 38.15 N. 01.10 E. at 
1200Z/l7th unless otherwise ordered by him.

(2) Route 28 73 60. (3) S.O. Force H is requested to detach
OPPORTUNE and BULLDOG on relief to arrive Gibraltar a.m. 18th 
November,
(4) Route 76 3/
(N.C.X.F., 1401Z/16 to METEOR, LOOKOUT, PUCKERIDGE, CALPE, (R) 
S.O. Force H, F.O.C.N.A., Capt. S.8.)

ANTELOPE,
BEAGLE,
AURORA.

 ̂ y o

On arrival of*ANTELOPE at Algiers she is required 
to relieve BEAGLE escorting AURORA as soon as 
possible. X i—  yxa..

,1 rSubject to concurrence of N.C.X.F., BEAGLE 
\7%l proceed Gibraltar at best speed on relief.

(N.C.X.F., 1433Z/16 to Cdre. Algiers, (R) N.C.X.F. 
in AURORA, V.A. Gibraltar, F.O.I.C. Oran.)

Dispositions. No. K.177. Brief situation (group missed) for
area west of Algiers 2002z/l6th. Submarines 
excepted.

(1) Force H, 36.32 N. 01.53 W. 057°, 17 knots.
(2) 4 destroyers 36.17 N. 04.27 w. through 73 and 60 to R/V 
Force H, 20 knots.
(3) T.E. 4(a) 36.11 N. 04.59 W. through 28 and 50, 10 knots.
(4) M.K.F.2, 35.43 N. 03.17 W. through Straits 12? knots. 
(N.C.X.F., 1444Z/16 to All British ships and authorities 
concerned in operation ’'Torch”, V.A. Malta (excluding ships 
refitting in U.K.))

S/Ms. s/M Situation in Western Med. at 2000z/l6th Nov.
All submarines submerged by day at 2? knots and 
on surface at night.

(1) P.222, 39.56 01.48 through 39.15 00.28 thence within 5 
miles of coast to Gibraltar. Surface speed 11 knots.

7 I (2) p «51# 40.33 03.02 by same route as P.222 to Gibraltar,
' 7'* * ' surface speed 8 knots.

(3) TRIBUNE, 41.46 04.37 course 053° surface speed 11 knots. ̂ /S.
(4) All positions North and East. jz,t. 
(N.C.X.F., 1455Z/16 to A.I.G. 262.)

Ships for Sailed (two corrupt groups) MINNA,170b/i6?h,and
Bone. aFELUGGA ST. VINCENT 2200z/l5th both for Bone

following coastal route, E.T.A. Bone 0900z/l7th. 
N.O.I.C. Bone is requested to arrange fighter 

cover from dawn. Codeword "Willis” .
W/T watch single line period on routine and one port wave help 
messages on 385 k/cs.
(Cdre. Algiers, 1537Z/16 to N.O.I.C. Bone, (r ) f .O. Inshore 
Sqdn., N.O.I.C. Bougie, N.C.X.F.)

U/Bs, Seville 1558/16 see North Atlantic.
Cadiz.

/10th S.F. ...
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10th S.F., 
control.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Your 1920/15th.
Concur in proposal. Intend that available S/Ms 
of 10th S/M Flotilla shall continue to attack 
shipping (a) in Bizerta Tunia Marittimo area 

and (b) on supply route in Tripoli, and in dividing their 
attention equally between these 2 areas. Following on 
completion of present patrol period*TURBULENT andPARTHIAN 
will return to Beirut for future operation in Aegean and Crete 
area.
(C. in C. Med., 1612B/16 to N.C.X.F., (R) Admty., F.O.C.N.A., 
Capt. S.l, Capt. S.8, Capt. S.10, V.A. Malta.)

TAKU Following is a summary of TAKU's 5th Mediterra
R. of P. war patrol from 21st October to 12th November.

1140/24th position 036° 23* 027° 00' gunned 50 
ton caique. 2330/25th position 038° 48' 025°

46’ unsuccessful attack on escorted southbound tanker. 
Ineffective counter attack. 0804/26th after working ahead 
during the night successfully attacked and sank tanker in 
position 038° 07' 025° 57'. No counter attack. P.M. 27th 
gunned small merchant ship coming out of port of Kupho.
Escaped due to superior speed. Sank caique in same area.
28th, 29th, 30th patrolling Doro Channel. 1440/29th large 
escorted merchant ship sighted passing northbound through 
channel. Unable to attack due to sighting too late. 1056/31st 
position 037° 30’ 024° 03* attacked largest three merchant 
ships with three escorts coming out from Piraeus. One hit, 
probably sank. Ineffective counter attack. 1237/31st 
attacked same convoy which had altered to southbound. Missed. 
Moderate counter attack. 1700/lst hospital ship observed 
entering Port Melos. November 2nd, 3rd, 4th patrolled southern 
approached to Antikithera Channel. 2115/5th sighted westbound 
escorted merchant ship coming through Elaphonisos Channel.
Failed to get in attack due to detection by escort. November 
6th patrolling Kithera channel. November 7th, 8th patrolling 
Melos Polykandro Channel. 1132/8th fired one torpedo at 
southbound A.M.C., snap attack missed. No counter attack. 
(Capt. S.l, 1615b/ 16 to C. in C. Med., (r ) C.O.S. Alex., F.O.S., Capt. S.10.)

P. 37. Collect report from patrol line, withdraw 20
’ ... ib ys/V-r- miles N.W. after dark and inform me on enemy 

f ' traffic and route, torpedoes remaining and
remarks of interest.
(Capt. S.10, 1619A/16 to P.37, (R) PARTHIAN, 
P. 43.)

Your 1619. Unable to collect report due to defective asdic 
installation. 2 E-Boats course 200" only shipping sighted 
from ray position. Numerous A/C. 5 torpedoes remaining. 
Torpedo boat only ship sighted leaving (Palermo?) westbound. 
(P.37, 1915A/16 to Capt. S.10, (R) PARTHIAN, P.43.)

/WELSHMAN ...
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WELSHMAN, WELSHMAN returned today owing to weather. Intend
Operation to sail her for operation "Analysis'* at 1000Z
"Analysis". Tuesday 17th Nov. Route will be as for
^ a 7 3 7ff ^.previous attempt. Fighter cover will be 

> / > 1 ( arranged from Jijelli and Bone.
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn., 1630Q/16 to N.G.X.F. , (R) V.A. Malta, etc.) 
My 1633/16th which follows. WELSHMAN abandoned operation owing 
to weather and returned to arrive Algiers 1030/16th. It is 
known known she was sighted by enemy probably in Galita Isles area p,m./l5th.
(N.C.X.F., 1631Z/16 to N.G.X.F. in AURORA.)
Your 0449z/l6th. Carry out operation "Analysis" D day 17th 
Nov. if weather permits unless otherwise ordered by N.G.X.F. 
in AURORA.
(N.C.X.F., 1633Z/16 to WELSHMAN, (R) N.C.X.F. in AURORA, V.A. 
Malta, F.O. Inshore, Gdre. Algiers.)

M.K.F.O. 2. TON 7. Sailed M.K.F.O. 2 to R/V with M.K.F.A.2 
at position 93. Escort 4 A/S (? trawlers) (? 2) 

l r t oh *-}t~ M.Ls. EMPRESS OF CANADA and DUNNOTTAR CASTLE 
to U.K. U.S. Ships BRAZIL, URUGUAY, ARGENTINA to Gibraltar for 
onward routeing to New York. BRAZIL has on board four officers 
40 men of submarine crew, one officer and 13 men from (7WIVERN). 
EMPRESS OF CANADA has on board 38 German Armistice (?Commission), 
37 officers and men from EMPIRE GUILLEMOT and PELICAN, (? 62) 
men survivors SS. BROWNING.
(F.O.I.C. Oran, 1630Z/16 to Admty., F.O.C.N.A., N.C.X.F., (r ) 
(?Capt. D. Gibraltar.))

American ship N(corrupt group)W0LD arrived 
daylight today escorted by LORD NUFFIELD and 
LORD HOTHAM. Escort attacked enemy S/M off 
Cape de Garde at 0430/16th.
One raider reported by shore station at daylight 
Bone at 0630/16th.
Convoy T.E.3 E.T.A. daylight 17th. Escorts 

were (? seen by) an enemy S/M at 1035A today (? 313°) Bougie 
and were attacked by 3 aircraft at 1215A north of Jijelli, no 
damage. Escort of T.E.3 has been strengthened by*STRONSAY and 

■tfRUSKHDLM diverted from Philippeville. LORD NUFFIELD and LORD 
HDTHAM will provide additional A/S escort from 0700/17th.
Hudson A/S patrol has been laid on from dawn 17th Nov. 
Philippeville. No ships are being sent to the port before 
19th Nov. Communication with N.O.I.C. established.
Bougie. <* QUEEN EMMA,* PRINSES BEATRIX arrived 0500A today with 
troops. Returns to Algiers ?23rd. DERWENTHALL and ARTEMUS 
WARD escorted by ZETLAND arrived a.m. 16th Nov. ZETLAND 
carrying ammunition replenishment for ROBERTS. ALGERINE sunk 
at 0500A/I5th No/v* cause unknown. Survivors number not yet 
reported. * Landed at Bougie. /<*URLANA sailed for Algiers after dark with*ZETLAND._* -A jxo-

Ly ifr i frl AS.C./AH&H l. * * —  /yf 3.S.

7^/*- X**- /i/3 pc.

Western
Meditn.
Situation
report
1500/l6th.

/Algiers
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Algiers. MINNA sailed for Bone at 1800 today 
unescorted. Intend sailing L.C.T. Flotilla 
eastward 17th Nov. WELSHMAN returned 1150A 
today. BICESTER and BRAMHAM arrived from Bone 
at 2350A/I5th Nov. escorting french merchant 
ship* COLOMBINE, MARRAKpH, GALLIUM, and P.L.M.
573 from Bone and Philippeville. /> s.
Enemy A/C shot down by BICESTER on 16th Nov. was 

a Ju.88. Prisoners picked up were one officer and 3 other 
ranks of G.A.F. and were handed over the British military 
authoritied Algiers. One Spitfire pilot was also picked up. 
Have exchanged calls with Admirals Leclerc and Moreau. Their 
attitude was at first very stiff and courteous but is now 
much more cordial.
BRITISH LADY and VIENNA arrived p.ra. today.
(F.O. Inshore Sqdn., 1643Z/16 toN.C.X.F.) *  /X* .

Western
Meditn.
Situation
report.
1500/16th.
(Contd.)

Force H, NELSON, RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS, 2 cruisers
NELSON, and destroyer screen should arrive ?(Me)rs-el-
RODNEY, Kebir 1000Z Wednesday 18th.
FORMIDABLE, Capital ships and carriers are to be moored and 
FURIOUS. then lay out stern anchor so as to lie preferably

bh'joo 'i'/o; bows out.
Cruisers and destroyers will be berthed stern 

to north and west quays.
(N.C.X.F. in AURORA, 1648Z/16 to N.C.X.F., (R) N.O.I.C.
Oran, S.O. Force H.)
Most Secret and personal.

My 1648/l6th. Your staff should consult with Post Captain 
Mers-el-Kebir (Capt. Lewis U.S.N.) concerning:- (a) permanent 
berthing plans allowing for all alongside berths to be available 
for discharge. (b) Laying of mooring buoys required.
(c) Lay out of seaward defences. (d) Laying of swinging A/T 
baffle from elbow in Mole against A/C torpedo attacks.
(2) Recommendation should then to be sent N.O.I.C. Oran copy 
to me.
(3) It is not my intention at present that Force H should remain 
Mers-el-Kebir longer than 48 hours at a stretch or that leave 
other than to recreational parties should be granted.
(4) The initial berthing may be a bit tricky. Suggest you send 
in a destroyer the night before to fix up berth.

(N.C.X.F. in AURORA, 1831Z/16 to S.O. Force H, (R) N.C.X.F.)

Malta Situation report for W/E 14th Nov.
Report. 1. No enemy air activity.

2. Much offensive and R/C air activity in 
support of "Torch”. By night wellingtons and 

F.A.A. aircraft scored torpedo hits one possibly two cruisers, 
near misses bombs one Ĵ /V. Beauforts laid mines approaches 
Tunis.
3. ^-MANXMAN arrived with approx. 350 tons foodstuffs, unloaded
by army personnel.  ̂* t
4. Krendi landing strip bpe&ed.
5. 24 British recaptured prisoners landed by S/M 15th Nov. 
(Govr. Malta, 1700/16 to C. in C. M.E.)

/Situation ...
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Situation Western Desert. Bardia and Tobruk occupied by
report No.293. 14th Nov. Bardia in operation and sweeping in 

progress at Tobruk where first supply ship has 
arrived. M.T.Bs operating from Solium and 

Tobruk up to Ras-al-Hilil and off Benghazi.
2.*'PARTHIAN reports she hit and probably sank an escorted 
merchant ship off Marittimo at 1755B/I3th Nov.
(C. in C. Med., 1704B/16 to Admty.)

* //77 V**-
Air R/C. No afternoon R/C or patrols night 16th/17th

owing to weather conditions.
(V.A. Malta, 1717A/16 to C. in G. Med., etc.)

Gen. I hope I shall be able to see General Anderson
Anderson. tomorrow Tuesday.

(N.C.X.F. , 1723Z/16 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

Malta Air I.Ill, 18th Nov. C.S.R. Malta.
Report. Night lStt/lSth and day 16th Nov.

Heavy rainstorms and weather impossible for flying. 
No enemy or R.A.F. activity.
(A.H.Q. Malta, 1730/16.)

URLANA, 
ZETLAND.

P.211.

SS. URLANA unloading delayed, will now sail her 
and ZETLAND dark tomorrow 17th.
(N.O.I.G. Bougie, 1737A/16 to S.O.I.S.)

fi j ib .
AMy 1255A/16th. Establish patrol within 40 

miles north and east Ras Ali. Sink everything 
south and westbound. Bomber and fighter 
restrictions have been asked for.
(Capt. S.10, 1805A/16 to P.211, (R) G. in C. Med., 
Submarines on patrol.)

P. 46. Establish patrol vicinity position 190° Lampione
V^r 12. 1 large merchant ship, 2 destroyers P.C.

and S. 38.30 12.20, 180°, 9 at 1240A/16th.
After attack or at 1800A/17th proceed with despatch on surface 
by day at your discretion to patrol within 20 miles and North 
and East of Sirte. PORPOISE patrolling N.W. of Misurata aware 
of your movements.
(Gapt. S.10, 1823A/16 to P.46, (r ) C. in C. Med., Subs, on 
patrol.)

BASARABIA, Liners BASARABIA and TRANSILVANIA have been put
TRANSILVANIA. at short notice to sail. B.3. No indication 
(Roumanian) whether destination Black Sea or Aegean.

N.L.O. Black Sea advised.
(S.O.I. Istanbul via N.I.D., 1823C/16 to S.O.I. 

Med., (R) S.l and D.N.I.)
N.I.D. Comment: These two Roumanian liners (6672 G.R.T.) have
been at Istanbul since June 1941.

/M.K.F. 2
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Your 1414/16th (N.T. in W.D.) It is confirmed 
that ARGENTINA, BRAZIL and URUGUAY are for Gib. 
(N.C.X.F. , 1825Z/16 to PELICAN.)

In view of blocking of Sousse harbour is 
MANXMAN now required to remain at Malta? If 
not it is proposed to withdraw her at the same 

time as 5th (d ) Flotilla.
(C. in C. Med., 1846B/16 to (?Admty.), (r ) V.A. Malta, N.C.X.F.) 
? Y/ELSHMAN intended, see N.C.X.F. 1152A/22.

MANXMAN.

WISHART,
^-BEAGLE.

On arrival anchor in the bay. Oiling expected 
to arrive^ from BRITISH LADY at Brise Lames Est 
or DEWDALE moored stern to Jetee Butavant. 
(Cdre. Algiers, 1902A/16 to WISHART, BEAGLE,
(R) F.O. Inshore Sqdn. )

Movements 
of S/Ms.

Ref. N.C.X.F. 1920A/I5th.
Intend following movements of submarine recalls.
Name
turbulent

Leave patrol 
after sunset. 

18th
PARTHIAN
P. 35 

k^_^i7/Vn>P. 37 
7*4 P . 43  

P.247

7**t
18th

^7  * * - / * ♦ •

Arriving Malta.
21st sail^Beirut 
22nd.
20th sailing/^ 
Beirut 21st. 
21st.
20th.
21st.
23rd.
23rd.
22nd.
To Gibraltar.

18th 
18th 
19th 
21st

P . 2 1 1 )  no. 21st 
P.212 21st
P.221 20th
(2) Intend disposing outbound submarines so that 
dawn 19th finds*TRIBUNE, STURGEON, P.228, P.42 
off Naples, UTMOST off Bizerta, UNA leaving for 
St. Vito, P.44, P.46? east and west Misurata. 
Reinforcing Bizerta-Misurata area as soon as

Jossible.Capt. S.10, 1925A/16 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F., 
R) V.A. Malta, Capt. S.l, Capt. S.8.)

1. Ref. my 1039/14th Nov. para. (4). Amend 
position CC to 033° 25’ 020° 55*. Covering force 
may be operating well to northwards during night 18th/19th.
2. Ref. your 0945/l5th. You are not to cross 

before dawn 19th THRASHER longitude 021° and TRAVELLER 021° 30'. 
(Capt. S.l, 1945B/16 to THRASHER, TRAVELLER, (R) C. in C. Med., 
Capt. S.10, Captain Coastal Forces, C.S.15, Cmdre. (d ).)

Routes of 
THRAT^ER & 
TRAVELLER.

/Adm. • • •
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Adm. Personal from 2nd Sea Lord. Your 1806A/14.
Moreau. Adm. Moreau’s son is still serving in LEOPARD

now at Simonstown. He addressed a message to 
his father which is being passed to Cdre. 

Algiers for personal delivery to Adm. Moreau, vide N.C.X.F's 
1200Z/15.
(Admty., 1948A/16 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

NEWFOUNDLAND. Intercept 1858 G.M.T. S O S  Hospital ship
NEWFOUNDLAND 33.50 N. 7.31 W. Heavy explosion, 
damage unknown at present, steaming 214. Master. 
Controlling station N. Foreland Radio.
(N. Foreland Radio, 1958/16 to Adm. Chatham.)

Algiers arrival. WELSHMAN,* ANTELOPE, DEPTFORD, 
VIENNA**Also BICESTER, ERAMHAM escorting French 
vessels COLOMBINE, MARRAKECH, G(ALL?)lUM, P.L.M. 
21 from Bone. DepartureXMINNA for Bone.
(Cdre. Algiers, 2000/16 to Admty., (r ) N.C.X.F., 
F. 0. I. S. )*"*~ _ X ff3

Anchor as convenient in the Bay.
(Cdre. Algiers, 2100A/16 to ’WHEATLAND, LAMERTON, 

*PRINSES BEATRIX;*QUEEN EMMA, (R) F.O. Inshore 
Sqdn.

Port 16th Nov. Port Said arrival GLOXINIA, DELPHINIUM, B.S. PRINCE 
K.ru4.n~~k. DE LIEGE, CUMBRAE. Departure DELPHINIUM, GLOXINIA, Greek 

Destroyer AETOS, JERVIS, KELVIN, JAVELIN, PAKENHAM, PALADIN, 
NUBIAN,-*EURYALUS, KLO, FALK, PETARD.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 2124B/16 to Admty., C. in C. Med., (R) 
F.O.C.R.S.F., N.O.I.C. Alexandria.)

^  U» .

M.K.F. 2. Following is a repetition of my 1745z/l5th
7 o b </Z • (begins). Convoy M.K.F.2 sailed 1730Z/15th.

Merchant vessels CIRCASSIA, STRATHEDEN, STRATH
MORE, DUCHEES OF RICHMOND, CAMERONIA and ARUNDEL CASTLE form 
Algiers portion. Commodore, Rear Adm. Turle in STRATHMORE 
Vice Coranodore, Master of CIRCASSIA. S. of A. 13 knots.
Convoy codeword ’’Manicure” . Routed in accordance with your 
1905z/13th to position F.
(Cdre. Algiers, 2126/16 to N.C.X.F., F.O. Inshore Sqdn., (R) 
Admty., V.A. Gibraltar, F.O.I.C. Oran.)
Following is a repetition of my 0845z/14th (N.T. in W.D.) 
(begins). A/S air escort is being sent. Convoy codeword 
"Manicure” .
(N.C.X.F., 2331Z/16 to EGRET, (r ) Cdre. Algiers, A.O.C. Gib.)

Movements.
/ s > •

Algiers
Arrivals.

SS.
SCILLIN sunk. 
754 British 
prisoners 
lost.
^  > k j »  L h i t

(l) P.212 reports encountering Italian merchant 
ship SCILLIN northbound off Kerkenah number one 
buoy at 2000A/14th. P.212 gunned by moonlight,
first round knocking out enemy’s forward gun. 
After a few rounds ship stopped, one torpedo 
fired hitting and prompt sinking of ship. 62

/survivors ..
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ss
SCILLIN sunk. 
754 British 
prisoners 
lost.
(Contd.)

survivors comprised 2 Naval, 24 Military, 36 
Italian.
(2) Regret to report that Military Officer 
survivors state 780 British prisoners, 200 
Italian military, plus crew, total just over one 
thousand on board. About 12 left in water due 
to arrival Asdic fitted patrol craft. British 
survivors mainly those on upper decks being 

treated for dysentry by Captain R.A.M.C. who was only British 
Officer on board.
(3) Decided not to employ P.212 on African coastal route since 
C.O. shaken by experience.
(Capt. S.10, 2159A/16 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F., (R) V.A. Malta.)

Genoa R/C. P.R.U. sorties C/610 dated 16th Nov. shows:
Genoa at 1245 hours total of 15 fires still 
burning and widespread devastation seen through

out city and eastern dock area. Apart from internal movement 
of destroyer 320 feet which now seen to be incomplete no change 
in naval units since 14th Nov. Merchant shipping shows 
arrival of 1̂ /V 360 feet and otherwise no change.
(P.R.U. Benson, 2205A/16.)

French Your 1405/14th (re information by General
Shipping. Fredendall unknown number French ships en route

from Dakar or Oran area.) Request more definite 
information if available. Have N.C.W.N.T.F. 
and S.N.O. Casablanca been informed?
(N.C.X.F., 2238Z/16 toN.O.I.C. Oran.)

G.U.F. 2. Your Nov. 16 1428Z. Intend sailing BRAZIL and
URUGUAY to R/V G.U.F.2 in 34.00 N. 13.00 W. at
1200z/l8th.
(N.C.X.F., 2337Z/16 to N.C.W.N.T.F., (r ) S.N.O. 
Casablanca.)

P. 43. All torpedoes expended. One hit medium sized
72/ ^75 tanker 2255A/l6th last seen listing attempted to 

' 1 1  ̂ beach vicinity Libeccio Point. U-Boat attacked
1710A/5th no hits. Night traffic only seen Marittimo Pass 1 
miles west course 240°. Arrival position A 0130A/I8th end 
searched channel 1030A/19th.
(P. 43, 2343A/16 to Capt. S.10, (r ) S/Ms on Patrol.)

P.221, P.35,
PARTHIAN,
TURBULENT.

Indications that you were sighted today.
(Capt. S.10, 2347A/16 to P.221, PARTHIAN, P.35, 
TURBULENT.)

/Enemy ...
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One tanker, one destroyer, P.C. and S. 039° 55’ 
013° 40' 220°, 10. Have attacked unsuccessfully. 
(TURBULENT, 2355A/16 to Capt. S.10.)

* - P  '/‘ 7 V * - '

P. 37 3 Move 36 miles 073° to establish identical patrol
■K-PARTHIAN, line from position 360°St. Vito 3 by 0400A/I7th.
P. 43. !— />/>'» (Capt. S.10, 2355A/16 to P.37, PARTHIAN, P.43,

(r ) N.C.X.F., G. in G. Med., S/Ms on Patrol.)

Enemy
Units

* TURBULENT.
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Destroyers. Ref. A.L. T.O. 2118/42 dated 28th August 1942.

2. If it is intention to return these destroyers

(2) Thereafter positions 18 - 21 and 23 - 26 both inclusive
C. in C. E.F’s signals are to be issued to all ships on Indian 
Coastal voyages to be used by Shore Authorities for purposes of 
diversion etc. and by ships in lieu of routes positions for 
reporting their position.
(3) Difference from procedure laid down in para. (C) of C. in C. 
E.F’s signal is that first double letter position is not to be 
cited in routeing signal. It will be assumed that all positions 
given to ships are letters for the week in which the ship is 
due to sail as given in advance route signal.
(4) Where a ship breaks her voyage at an intermediate port, e.g. 
for Calcutta calling Colombo, original reference positions are 
remaining in force unless new route signal is made.
(F.O. Ceylon, 0731Z/16 to F.O.C.R. I.N., (r ) C. in C. E.F. ,
Admty., etc.)

asdic set. Ship is in hand for conversion. Request antici
pated date of arrival of material.
(2) Request earliest possible shipment to N.C.S.O. Bombay of 
following for MELCHflttR TREIIB.
(3) Request all packages be marked Scheme N.A. and shipping 
information sent by signal.
(F.O.C.R.I.N., 0801Z/16 to Adraty.)

Colombo arrival Nov. 16th: 0015Z GAMBIA, 0030Z ASTER, 0415ZD.S. 0.24.
Departure 0500Z SPRINGTIDE. Nov. 15th blank.
(S.0.(I.) Colombo, 1209Z/16 to Admty.)

to Eastern Fleet request consideration may be 
given to re-equipping them with after torpedo 
tubes mounting in U.K.
(C. in C. E.F., 0736Z/16 to Admty.)

Port F My 0602/5/11, para. 7a. Additional remarks on 
aerodromes at Port F received from F.O.C.R.I.N. 
(C. in C. E.F., 0621Z/16 to Adraty.)
See Lion Copy.

Coastal
Shipping

For N.C.S.O. Coastal shipping arrived Indian 
and Ceylon. My 1030/7th is to be cancelled 
from date when C. in C. E.F's 1232/9th comes 
into force, namely, 000lz/l9th Nov.

B.P. 60. Sailing telegram.
(N.C.S.O. Bombay, 0808Z/16, 0810Z/16 to Admty.)

Patrol 
Force N.A. For R.I.N.L.O. Bath. Ref. A.M. 1207/20th Oct. 

para. B and 1552/27th Oct. para. 4. Request 
gyro compass and repeaters for 110 volts supply 
may be despatched together with the type 128

Movements. Arrivals 16th Nov. RANPURA. Departures 16th
Nov. DEVONSHIRE, LURCHER.
(F.O. E.A., 1151Z/16 to Admty.)
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From 0. in C. Eastern F leet.

NAVAL CYPHER XD BY 1//T.

6th November.

Date 16.11.'12.
Time 22-10

Addressed Admiralty. Repeated F.O.C.R.I.N.

My 0602/5 November. Para. 7 (a ). Following 
additional remarks on aerodromes at Port F have been' 
received from F.O.C.R.I.N. Begins. To C. in C. Eastern 
F leet from F.O.C.R.I.N. Ref. my 0911/28. Aerodromes fo r  
Port F. History of case is as follows. A ir H.Q. included 
ten tatively  6 aerodromes fo r  defence o f Port F in their 
orig inal a l l  India programme of aerodrome construction 
framed in mid April, 1942. At that time Port F project 
had not been sanctioned but was being discussed m terms 
o f a fu lly  defended port. Scope o f Port F was indicated in 
your signal to A ir Ministry 1405/20 May and la ter defined 
by Chiefs of S ta ff. In view of restric ted  scope a ir  H.Q. 
reduced their requirements to 2 aerodromes and C. in C.
East Indies’ 1137/8 June requested that these 2 aerodrome 
be completed. Government of India having received Chief£ 

S ta ff approval to development o f Fort F conveyed i 
lira lty*s 1814/21 May in.answer to my 0631/10 May,

4* *1 r*1 -L i -1 -A V i f v  P  r~l    T T  /T /S

of S ta ff 
Admir,
sanctioned construction of two aerodromes as an H.M.G. 
l ia b i l i t y .  The l ia b i l i t y  fa l ls  on H.M.G. not because 
aerodromes are required fo r  F.A.A. indeed your- 2325/15 
October shows that F.A.A. w ill reauire lim ited amount of 
accommodation beyond Khambalia only but because they arc 
required fo r  tho uso of existing R.N. ports not narticu- 
la r ly  fo r  the defence of India and is natural consequence 
o f financial settlement with H.M.G.

2. Your 09-17/6 August stated d e fin ite ly  that two 
aerodromes would be needed for protection of Fleet while 
fuelling- A ir II.Q. have been dependent on information 
received from you as to degree of protection recurred fo r  
assessment o f number o f aerodromes needed. Your 2324/15 
October now indicates that one aerodrome could provide

A ir 
:ond 
:t Of

both necessary cover and meet F.A.A’ s requirement

o f work so fa r  completed would be H.M.G. lia fc iiit j
C0S1

V «



2.
. Request Admiralty--may be askod to pass copies 

of this signal and para. 5 of'my 0911/28 October tM  
Secretary of State fo r  India. Enas. Para. 5 of w  
F.O.o.R.I.N 's 0911/28 not to Admiralty has been passed 
to you in para.- 8 of my 0802/5 November.

0621Z /l6

1st Lord, .
1st S*L„ (2) i 
D.F.3,L,
2nd S.L,
3rd S.L.
Vice Contr,
4th S.L.
O. N.A.S,
A.C.N.A.S.
Civil Lord,' 
V.C.N.S,
A, C.N.Sc(F)(2) 
A.O.N.SaT) 
A.C.N.S.-(K-) ■
a . c . n .-s . m  ;
Sec,
Nav. Sec.
N.A. 1st S.L.

2nd S.L.

No';.’ to a . g'.n . sV(t )
P. A .3 . (0)
P.A.S.(S)
■‘-•S. (C .jj.)
D. Of L.D.
3.0. D. (H)(2)
3 .0 /0 ,(F)(2)
3.T.3 . (3) •
3»Li 3,
3. A/S W.
D.M.S.D T M
Duty Capt. (2)
I.P. (2)
W.D.
Hd. of Air Branch. 
D.N.A.D.
D.N.I, (4)

i O  J  i .  O

N.A.
No.,,

( 2 ) 
(Air)

• 3.A.M.
3. o f P. (2)
Hd. of M. (30) and fo r  India 

Office (Mr. Clausen) 
War Office,
Air Ministry,
W.C.O.
-Treasury (Mr. Fleet)- 3.' of N.

Hydrog.
D.P.8.
M.jj.G,
0.3. in C.
B.a.S.(L)
W.G.F.. • ■
Head of C JL 
Head o f N.
D .f.S ,3 .
3 oputy Control1er. )
0. ij. Xfi 0. i

D. of 3.
E. in 0.
E. in C. (F.M.B.)
R.I.NcL.O. (2)
3.A.S
Head of S.W.R.

)
)
) EATH.
\
J

EO
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ATTACKER
America & West Indies.
San Francisco sailed for trial 1U30/15 ATTACKER. 
(N.S.H.Q, 0235Z/16 to Admty. (R) B.A.D.,
F.O.N.F. , C.O.A.C. )

Movements 1800 G. M.T./6th November.
Summary. Ship Position Course Speed

a.-™*BRIDGEWATER 26° N. , 32° W. 180° 12
. r ' ASTURIAS 12° N. , 26° W. Patrol Blank.
~ 1 (D.O.D. (F), 1005Z/16 to Opnav (r ) Comnaveu).

0.N.S.1UU 
U/B attack.

U-boat unsuccessfully attacked O.N. convoy 11+2+ 
was sighted and attacked by ROSE 2250Z/15 in 
056° 15’ N., 029° 10’ W. (b). Weather report. 
(C.T.U. 2U.1.U. , 1105Z/16 to C.T.F. 2U (R) 
Connav, Admty. C. in C. W.A. , N.S.H.Q., 
F.O.N.F., C.O.A.C*, C.T.G. 2U-7., A.C.I.C.)

ON.S. 1UU. Recommend stragglers be ordered to proceed 
on stragglers route.

(D.T.D. , 1125Z/16 to Connav (r ) C. in C. W.A.)
All stragglers O.N.Ikb proceed to stragglers route. 
(Cominch, li+08/16 to PFD 9? (R) Admty. for information). 
U-boat estimated in your vicinity by D/F has made a 

sighting Report of a convoy or important unit 1225Z/l6th.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 12U6/16 to C.T.F. 2U.1.U (R) Admty) 
My 113UA/16, further D/F bearings at 1226Z confirm that 

convoy is being shadowed.
(D.D.I.C., 1U15A/16 to Escorts of O.N.ll+U).
D/F bearings at 13UUZ/13U6Z 1UU1Z and 12+U5Z indicate 

at least two U-boats in your vicinity.
(D.D.I.C., 1638A/16 to Escorts of 0.N.1UU).

ESSO
MANHATTAN.

SS. ESSO MANHATTAN
6^ knots. E.T.A.

My 1112/12th and 1102/12th. 
tow proceeding San Juan at
p.m./19th Nov. noon position 15th Nov. 17° 02’ N. 
57° 32’.W.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 1122Q/16 to S.B. N. O.W.A.
(R) Admty. B.A.D.)

ORIANA, 
ZWARTE ZEE.

S.B.N. 0. Trinidad 1102/15th Nov. Provided 
ORIANA can arrive Trinidad end of November, 
(?concur with) your 2223/30 October (re 
advisable to dock on completion of present 
employment and arrival). Propose ordering 

ZWARTE ZEE to proceed direct to New Orleans as in S.B.N.O. 
Trinidad 1112/12 Nov. Request confirmation that docking can 
be arranged.
(S.B.N.O.W.A., 12090/16 to B.A.D.)

/Conference...
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America & West Indies - Contd.
N.S.H.Q., Ottawa’s 1650/9 and your 1532/10. 
Request Capt. Morey be informed that Admty. 
views remain as set out in A.M. 1735A/16 Oct. an* 
I4l2/9th Nov. It is understood that Conference

will be in the nature of preliminary discussions and that final 
decision will not be reached until after the arrival of 
Admiral Noble.
(D.T.D. , Approved A.C.N.S. (T) 1323A/16 to B.A.D. )

w.s. 24 (Rio Connav U.S. Nav. Com Recife advised no 
others advised) this is Alusnob Bahia 1410/15 
(begins). British convoy W.S.24 less 
INDO CHINOIS (garbled groups) arrived 1000/15. 
(Radio Washington, 1345/16 to Admty).

U/B
Positions.

S/M situation Nov. 16th and U.S. S/M Notice.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1530/16, 1531/16, 1555/16, 
1556/16, 1557/16).

U/B Guantanamo W/T reports submarine sighted 1713 
G.C.T. 16th in 015° 43' N. , 065° 15’ W., course 
015°.
(Kingston Jam. 1602R/16 to Admty).

CRAWFORD Arrival and departure l6th Nov. U.S.^Warship 
CRAWFORD St. Lucia 17th Nov.
(Harbour Master Barbados, 1606/16 to Admty).

t 3 w m  .

Construction 
of Jetty.

Your 1233/14. Drawings of corvette jetty were 
dispatched to you on 13/10/42 via U.S. Navy 
Dept, who handled all mails for Freetown.
Navy Dept, being asked for any reason for 
difference in delivery times. My 2035/13 gives 
further particulars of jetty which may be of

assistance. Your query re use of 13 inch mound butt 7 inch 
tip piles has been referred to Navy Dept. Design Section. 
(B.A.D. , 1621Z/16 to R.A.W.A.)

Dispositions. Section east.
(C.O.A.C., 1645Z/16 to Admty). 
Section North West.
(C.O.A.C., 1745Z/16 to Admty).

CHURCHILL CHURCHILL expects to be ready to sail for 
Halifax a.m. on Friday 4th Dec.
(B.A.R.M. , 1700Z/16 to Admty).

T.A.G.
Convoys

Your 1040/4 and 0915/12. Is there any local 
reason why tankers of 10 knots and over are 
(tanker message) sailed in slow T.A.G. convoys. 
(D.T.D., 1801A/16 to B.R.L.O. Curacao.)
Reply. 0910/17.

/POLYANTHUS...
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POLYANTHUS, Request consideration may be given to supplying 
ITCHEN. a relief for POLYANTHUS in group C 2 during

period this ship is to refit in view of fact 
that this group is eventually to consist of R.N. 
ships vide my 1812Z/llth. Suggest ITCHEN 

might be this relief. No corvettes available for relief in 
this command.
(F.O.N.F., 1832Z/16 to C. in C. W.A., (R) Adrnty. N.S.H.Q. , 
Ottawa, Comtask Group 20.7)*

H.X.215 Units of Task Unit No. 20*1.15 sailing to
overtake H.X. 215 as follows:;- HURRICANE 1730/16 
DAHLIA 1900/l6th, WATCHMAN 0030/17th ANCHUSA has 
defective bearing which will delay her 2 or 3 
days. Will be sailing to overtake if possible 
otherwise independently for U.K.
(F.O.N.F. , 1807Z/16 to C.T.20).

E.T.A. 2205Z/l6th in company BUCTOUCHE and 
THREE RIVERS. Request Cape Spear and necessary 
lights may be exhibited for entering harbour. 
Request BUCTOUCHE may enter harbour tonight 
owing to leaky distiller.
(BUXTON, 1902Z/16 to C.C.N.F. (R) Capt. D.
St. Johns).

Further to 'Webber 600 of 11th Oct., (1753/11) 
Please arrange with Navy Department for return 
of 53 Squadron to U.K. by 1st Jan. 1943* 
Squadron is urgently required for operations 

in East Atlantic but we are prepared to delay its return till 
date stated in order that U.S. Navy Department may have time 
to make arrangements for its replacement in Caribbean Theatre. 
Please point out to U.S. Authorities out requirements of 
trained A/S Squadrons have considerably increased as a 
result of Western Mediterranean operations. Admiralty agrees. 
Inform B.A.D.
(Air Min. 1920Z/16 to Rafdel Washington).

BUXTON,
BUCTOUCHE,
THREE

RIVERS.

53 Sqdn.

SAGUENAY My 2025Z/15/H. H.M.R. Tugs FRISKY and
(collision). TENACITY returned St. Johns 1002Z/16 from 

assisting H.M.C.S. SAGUENAY.
(F.O.N.F., 1910Z/16 to Admty. for C.C.R.T. , 
N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, C.O.A. C. )

My 1155/15 (SAGUENAY rammed off Cape Race) SAGUENAY arrived 
St. Johns. Preliminary investigation shows certain S.P.s and 
C.Bs. to be missing including the following - S.P. 02000 (1)
S.P. 02001, S.P. 02002, S.P. 02100, S.P. O2OU0, S.P. 02100,
S.P. O2007, Board of Enquiry being held tomorrow Tuesday.
Further report will follow.
(F.O.N.F., 21104-Z/16 to Admty (R) N.S.H.Q.)

EL LAGO EL LAGO (Pan) in O.N.S. J., 136 has not arrived,
overdue. (N.S.H.Q., Ottawa, 2052Z/16 to Admty).

/Combined
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J. S.M. 483* Personal from F.M. Dill.
Ref. J.S.M. 478 (2301Z/14).
We have done all we can to persuade American 
Chiefs of Staff to accept L.C.C. procedure but 
they are all adamant. I consider that this 
matter has not been well handled on our side 

in lower committees and the fact that while on a visit here our 
Directors of Signals agreed at a meeting of the Combined 
Communications Board that a sub-committee should work out a 
compromise procedure has greatly weakened our case.
2. I regret that I can see no alternative but to accept
the compromise procedure for combined communications with the 
proviso that the change-over would be gradual and carefully 
introduced to ensure that there should be no disruption of 
communications in active theatres such as North Africa.
3. If you can agree to the compromise solution I sould inform 
the American Chiefs of Staff that you are making this 
concession to them in the interests of a common policy and as 
an earnest of your strong desire to remove all causes of 
friction, though it be to our own disadvantage. I would 
further urge the American Chiefs of Staff in our common 
interests to approach future disagreements in the same spirit 
as we are showing in this one.
(Britman Washington, T.0.0., 2055Z/16 to C.O.S. London).

War Diary.

Combined
Wireless
Procedure.

Sub. Attack WILLIAM CLARK three torpedo hits sunk about 71*05 
and sighting 13.20 W. , 1235Z/4*
summary. BRENAS first attacked 08.38 N., 53*45 W., 1135Z/6

August one torpedo 35 shells all missed. 
HARTINGTON later info. 53 N., 47 W., 0400Z/2.
Two torpedo hits.

Para. B. MIRLO subsequent information indicates three attacks 
10.45 N. , 53*54 W*, 1835Z/3 area 10.30 N., 44*55 W., 1945Z/6 
and 06.04 N., 25*53 W. 1045Z/11 August. Bulls Head conning 
tower. Same sub possibly attacked MALMANGER.
THELMA three torpedo hits 30 shells.
PIAVE one torpedo 48 shells.
WINAMAC 47 in white on conning tower.
ELMWOOD, castle on one side Knights visor other side conning 
tower.
Para. C. POTLATCH number 789 or 758 conning tower.
Sighting 1615Z/12. My 2016/14 change to 28.34 W., Army plane 
sights sub 17*35 N., 62.02 W., 0740Z/15* course southwest.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2110Z/16 to Admty).

P.554

c) 4 6 .3 0
e) 4 6 .4 1
C. in C.

U.S. S/M Notice. P.554 departed St. John's 
2000x/l6th bound for Argentia.
On the surface with escort MINAS through 
(a) 47*30 N., 52.33 W. (b) 46.37 N., 52.51 W. 

N., 53*05 W., (d) 46.30 N. , 53*38 W.
N., 54*30 W. thence to Argentia. Speed 10 knots. 
U.S. Fleet, 2329/16 to A.I.G. 314).

/Movements..•
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arrived.
1st U.S. Naval 
(C.T. G. 2U.6. ,

S.C.L. 108 arrived 
LAGARFOSS, SS. GREYLAG, 

SCHENCK.

America & West Indies - Contd.
A INGHAM arrived 1550Z/l6.

2155Z,U.S.S. POLARIS,SS.
SS. MALANTIC escorted bx U.S.,̂  Destroyer i 
At 2250 C.T.U. 2U.6.U in^BlH^'plus^DuOik 

Task unit dissolved. Connav pass to U.S.C.N.0. 
district Boston C.T.F. 29, G.E.S.F.
2350Z/16 to Comtask Froce 2l+. (R) Connav, Admty 

C. in C. Western Approaches, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, F.O.N.F., 
C.O.A.C. Halifax, Comtask Group 2U«7)«

Australia & New Zealand.
Action in It was announced by the Unitecjifetates Navy Dept,
the Solomons, last night that in the major naval battle that 

has been raging in the Solomons area during the 
past few days the Japanese suffered the following 
losses:- One battleship sunk, Three Heavy 

cruisers sunk, Two light cruisers sunk, Five destroyers sunk, 
Eight transports sunk, One battleship danaged, Six destroyers 
damaged, Four Cargo transports destroyed.
The American losses in the engagement were two light cruisers 
and six destroyers.
(The Times, 1U11.19U2).

ONDINA Signal your bearing and distance from position
A on the route given you by Cdr. Cook, 
Assistance is nearing you. 0108Z/16 (Erfis). 
(N.O.I.C. Fremantle, 0137Z/16 to ONDINA).

Movements. Arrival Newcastle 12th Nov. INVERELL. Departure
Brisbane 13th U.S. Destroyer HENLEY on patrol. 
(N.B. Melbourne, 03UUZ/1U to Admty etc).
Arrival Suva ll+th, Nov, U.S. Seaplane Tender 

SWAN. Departure Suva 15th Nov, U.S. Ship TALAMANCA for Samoa. 
Arrival Auckland 17U6z/15th U.S. ship DELPHINIUS. Departure 
Noumea a.m./15th Nov. U.S. ship FULLER for Wellington E.T.A. 
p.m./19th Nov.
(S.O.(i) Wellington, OU31Z/16 to Admty).

liJtOMovements U.S. Transport ANHUI, VAN DER LIJN,departed
Brisbane 15th due Townsville 20th. U.S. 
Transport BANTAM departed Townsville 15th due 
Fall River 18th. U.S. Transports*BOSPHOR$)US,

■5*MAETSUYCKER departed Townsville 15th due Fall River 19th. U.S. 
Transport£CREMER*BONTEKOE,departed Townsville 15th due Port 
Moresby 18th. . 0  -
(A.C.N.B., IO56Z/1 6 to Admty. Connav) . *

3 >*— A •
/Situation...
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Situation. Serial No. 298 Nov. 15th.

Digest from G. H. Q. Please pass.
R/C Buin Shortlands area noon 15th reported 
total 30 vessels from 29*500 feet including 13 

unidentified vessels off Buin and two possible heavy cruisers 
four destroyers eleven medium unidentified vessels entering the 
area.
Tonolei Harbour was obscured by cloud.
2. 5 Catalinas attacked Buin Aerodrome night 11+/15 destroying
at least 8 aircraft, one fuel or ammunition dump and 
starting approx, ten fires. More than 20 aircraft were machine 
gunned three unidentified aircraft observed making off towards 
Faisi during raid. Fortress on recco. later 15th reported nil 
activity on strip.
3» 7 Fortresses bombed shipping Rabaul Harbour from 1; to 8,000
feet early morning 15th scoring one direct hit large 
unidentified vessel causing violent explosion possible hit 
other vessels. Fires started causing 8 separate explosions 
over 20 minute period North end Simpson’s Harbour.
*4« 5 Marauders with 6 Beaufighters attacked A.A. positions
Buna Soputa area morning 15th while 6 Beaufighters and 5 
Maurauders bombed and straffed A.A. positions and huts Buna - 
Soputa - Popondetta Area during afternoon. 3 Bostons also 
strafed huts and canoes, Mouth Kumusi River.
5* Our forces continue crossing Kumusi while forward elements 
pursue retreating enemy north from Wairope. 298.
6. One 500 ton merchant vessel sighted 10 miles North East 
Ocussi (Timor) morning 15th, course south west. Also one 
fighter on patrol this area.
(G.H. Q. , S.W.P.A. , 1059Z/l6 to Admty etc).

ZVIR sunk. Yugoslav vessel ZVTR (5607 tons) foundered in 
037° 27’ S . , 150° 17' E . , 15th Nov. after 
collision with SKAGERRAK when in convoy. MIZEN 
HEAD damaged in bow. Boatswain survivor from 
ZVIR picked up.
(A. C.N. B. , 20h0/l6 to Admty).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx, positions at 1200Z/16. 
(D.D.I.C. , 1*431A/16, 1*452A/16).
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SITUATION REPORT.

Q .P .1 5 .

Home Commands.

C onvoy Q .P .1 5  c o n s i s t in g  o f  50 s h ip s  f o r  
R e y k ja v ik , s a i l e d  from  th e D vina to d a y  
e s c o r t e d  h y  5 d e s t r o y e r s ,  5 f l e e t  m in esw eepers 
and U c o r v e t t e s .  The in s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  S/Ms 
on p a t r o l  (P .3 1 2 ,  P .2 1 6  and UREDD) t o  p r o t e c t  
th e  m assage o f  th e  co n v o y  a re  g iv e n  in  P .O .(S )  
1 5 0 7 A /1 6 .

79 h ea vy  "bombers o f  U .S .A .8 t h  Bomber Command 
e s c o r t e d  hy R .A . P . f i g h t e r s  w ere d e sp a tch e d  
to d a y  t o  a t t a c k  S t .N a z a ir e ,  w ith  d iv e r s io n s  to  
th e  L a m io n  area  and C herh ou rg /M au pertu s Aerodrom e

55 a i r c r a f t  o f  Bomher Command l a i d  m ines l a s t  
n ig h t  a lo n g  th e B a l t i c  and n o r th  German c o a s t  
and B is c a y  p o r t s .

l

N orth  A t l a n t i c .

C onvoy G.U. P . l ( a )  s a i l e d  from  C a sab la n ca  to d a y  
f o r  th e  U .S .A . w ith  r e t u r n in g  s h ip s  o f  O p e ra tio n  
"T o r c h "  c o n v o y .

i

S ou th  A t l a n t i c .

S . O . ( l )  Capetown r e p o r t s  th a t  U.S.EAST INDIAN 
was to r p e d o e d  and sunk a t  1 5 56 Z /3  in  5 7 ° 2j>* S.
13° 3 4 ’ S .

C. in  C .S .A . r e p o r t s  th a t  M erchant s h ip  s a i l i n g s  
a re  b e in g  e s c o r t e d  b y  sea  and a i r  as f a r  as l im it - i  
ed  means w i l l  a l lo w  b u t  i t  i s  p r o b a b le  th e  
b e s t  means o f  c l e a r i n g  South  A fr ic a n  w a ters  o f  
U -B oats  w ou ld  be th e  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  t h e i r  s u p p ly  
s h ip  w h ich  i s  b e l i e v e d  t o  have been  lu r k in g  in  the 
ca lm  a re a  s o u th  and Y/est o f  S t .H e le n a  d u r in g  
p a r t  a t  l e a s t  o f  t h e i r  o p e r a t io n s .

As an o f f e n s iv e  p la n  i t  i s  s u g g e s te d  th a t  on 
n e x t  o c c a s io n  o f  U -B oats in  any number b e in g  
s u s p e c t e d  o r  p r o c e e d in g  s o u th  o f  S t .H e le n a  a 
c a r r i e r  o r  a u x i l i a r y  c a r r i e r  v /ith  6 d e s t r o y e r s  b e  
d e s p a tch e d  t o  the Cape from  th e  E a stern  F le e t

/ o r . . . .
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
or the north to form a hunting group and an oiler 
with 2 corvettes as escort he sent to St.Helena 
for fuelling destroyers. The hunting force 
should then thoroughly comb that area in which 
there is indication of an enemy surface unit.

Group sailings which would he required at the 
same time as the above would then he escorted hy 
A/S trawler.

Mediterranean.
Aircraft from Gibraltar attacked a U-Boat, 
apparently at 1355 in 56° 51’ (?50*) N, 2 
25* E(?W) and straddled it. The U-Boat remained 
on the surface and some of the crew emerged; the 
aircraft attacked again, hurling the crew into 
the water.

Aircraft from Gibraltar attacked an enemy 
submarine (U.331) about 1520 Z today in 36° 50* N. 
2° 25* E.(271° Gape Caxine 26 miles) and disabled 
it. An Albacore from FORMIDABLE sank it with 
torpedo in 37° 0 ’ N. 2° 10* E. and a Walrus from 
Algiers was reported picking up 2 token survivors. 
(D.O.R. 1187 states; "This is the first time that 
a U-Boat has been torpedoed by an_aircraft and 
probably the first time that the ;> stages, damage, 
destruction and rescue, have been carried through 
entirely by aircraft") In all, li+ survivors 
were picked up.

WELSHMAN left Algiers for Malta with food stuffs 
today.
Cable Ship MIRROR sailed from Algiers this morning 
to connect Gibraltar with Algiers.

Reconnaissance shows the entrance to Tunis to be 
clear.

Oran harbour was opened today with a straight 
clear channel 80 feet wide, 26 feet deep.

An aircraft reports one hit with torpedo at 
2215A on a ship in 53° 9 ’ N. 15° 0 ’ E.
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America & West Indies.
An unidentified torpedoed ship was reported 
sinking at 1015Z today in 10° 51* N. 61° 1 5 ’ W. 
SS.CITY OP CORINTH is reported to have been 
torpedoed and sunk at 0755 G.M.T. today in 10° 
55* N 61° 1* W.

O.N.S. Up 1- was attacked "by U-Boats at 220^Z today 
in 3k° 50* N. 37° 10’ W. (in mid-Atlantic)and 
ships were torpedoed, (fit* vr/r pt^"UTA/r/\
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Policy.
LILLY OP Your 1815/1* D.S.T. has been requested to

LEMVIG. requisition Danish M.P.V. LILLY OP LEMVIG for
Naval Service. When released she is to be 
fitted for harbour service.
(D.S.V.P. , 2037A/17 to P. 0. Humber).

Movements.
ONSLOW,
OPPA,
ORIBI,
BATORY.

Arrived D.17 in ONSLOW and OPPA and ORIBI, 
escorting BATORY.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 0814A/17 and 0958A/17). 
Intend sailing D.17 in ONSLOW and OPPA at 1630A 
for Scapa to comply with C. in C. H.P. 1147a/15* 
E.T.A., 1200A/18.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1144A/17).
Sailed Capt. D.17 ONSLOW with OPPA in accordance 
with my 1144A/17.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1728A/17).

*  TUNA 
SToKt

0.15
PREbTori rtoHTH 
£ 9 0 .

/  f* >1^3
My 1033/16. Sailed.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick, 0843A/17).

My l6ll/l6. Sailed.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick, 1120A/17 to A.C.O.S. )

GRAPH. Intend sailing GRAPH escorted by LA CAPRICIEUSE
from Holy Loch at 1800A/19 to 180° Bishop Rock 
15 miles, E.T.A. 1900A/21.
(2) Thence LA CAPRICIEUSE to Falmouth for escort 
duty in accordance with my 1755A/17*
GRAPH to patrol area.
(Capt. S.3., 1145A/17 and 1857A/17).

North Operating in Northern Waters.
Atlantic Area Iceland (C) BERWICK, LONDON, SUFFOLK
dispositions. 3 destroyers.

vArea Scapa. KING GEORGE V. ANSON, CUMBERLAND, 
^ GLASG07/, NORFOLK, 4 destroyers.
Area Clyde. SHROPSHIRE,7 Destroyers.

Area Gibraltar. DUKE OP YORK, NELSON, RENOWN, RODNEY, 
FORMIDABLE, VICTORIOUS, FURIOUS, BERMUDA, AURORA, CHAKYBDIS, 
SELHI, SIRIUS, SCYLLA, ARGONAUT, WELSHMAN,11 destroyers. 
Passage to U.K. ARGUS, JAMAICA, SHEFFIELD, BITER, DASHER,
1 destroyer.
(D.O.D. (H.), 1240A/17).

NORFOLK, Scapa arrivals 1030, NORFOLK, 1238 CUMBERLAND.
CUMBERLAND. (A.C.O.S., 1510/17).

/N.P...
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Request you will comply with C. in C. W.A. , 
1530/16 para. 3 with the exception of 
KINGSTON AMBER and KINGSTON AGATE which should 
be retained for Faeroes escort duty.
(D.O.D. (H.;, 1658/17 to A.C.O.S.)

A.M. 1658a/17. Request you sail trawlers accordingly. 
Trawlers to be routed via Minches North Channel and enter by Q. z.s. U5.
2. Trawlers now on patrol to R/V and proceed in company 
direct and on passing latitude of Cape 7/rath to report E.T.A. 
to F. 0.1. C. Belfast (R) A.C.O.S. , S.O.N.T. , C. in C. W.A.
3. Trawlers now at Kirkwall to be similarly routed.
U. NORTHERN SKY to be sailed on return from Faeroes.
(A.C.O.S. , 1852A/17 to S.O.N.T. )

R/V at tA* at 0U00 tomorrow and proceed in company to 
Belfast via Minches North Channel and enter by Q.Z.S.U5*
On passing latitude of Cape Wrath report E.T.A. to F.O.I.C. 
Belfast. VASCAMA refer to B.R.112 articles 70-97 and 98 
report progress, if necessary break company and return Kirkwall. 

(S.O.N.T., 20U5A/17 to NORTHERN GIFT, NORTHERN SUN/,
CAPE PORTLAND, VASCAMA).

N.P.
Trawlers.

CLEVELAND.

?/t- y
SHROPSHIRE

My P.C.S. 0U9° 19’ N., 09° U3' W., 077° H  knots. 
(CLEVELAND, 1700Z/17 to C. in C. Plymouth).

Escort of 2 destroyers from The Nore Command 
will meet SHROPSHIRE during daylight hours 
November 21st between Aberdeen and May Island. 
SHROPSHIRE will be required to pass Flamborough 
Head at 0630/22nd.
(C. in C. Nore, 1822/17 to N.O.I.C. Greenock).

Ships from Request all White Ensign assault-ships, also 
North Africa. L.S.G, L.S.H, and L. S.T that return to U.K. from 

North African operations, be routed to Clyde. 
(C.C.O. 2007A/17 to Admty).

Operations.
Patrols. Your 11+35A/16 ’•Obstacle'1 arrived.

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 0937/17 to C. in C. Plymouth) 
1. Intend M.G. Bs. 5 6 (S.O.) and 50 to patrol 
tonight on latitude 50° 20’ N., between 1° 35’ W. 

and 2° 20’ W . , leaving Weymouth at 1800/17 and patrol-line 
at dawn/18. Code word "Cadger”.
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1120A/17). 7 * *

M.L. 123 (S.O.) and M.L. 303 are to prdceed to St. Helens 
before dark tonight and if weather permits carry out patrol 
near 30° 12’ N. , 1° 25' W . ,  passing F buoy at 1815 and 0730. 
Patrol is not to proceed south of 30° 10* N., Object 
interception of enemy forces approaching our convoy routes.
Code word "Device".

/Patrol
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-Patrols.------ ^Patrol from Portland^!. G. B* 50 (S.O. )**52 between
Contd. 1° 55' W., and 2° 20' W. , on latitude 50°
____  ______ 20’ N. , CHASSgUfiS 15 (S.O.) and 10 patrolling

south of E.A. 5 Buoy BROCKLESBY standing by 
at Yarmouth. v

Albacores of 823 Squadron will carry out R/C and strikes between 
1° 00' W., and 2° 00’ W., south of latitude 50° N.,

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1306A/17, 12+31A/17* 1525A/17).
M.L. patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed. M.Ls. 1+91 (S.O.) and 157.
3. Patrol 7 miles O650 and 21+5° of 130° Start Point 20 miles.
1+. Object. To intercept E-boats.
5* Information. E-boats may operate from Guernsey or 
Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth at 1700 today and proceed 
to patrol. Leave patrol at daylight 18th and return to 
Dartmouth.
7* Codeword "Obstacle".
I (C. in C. Plymouth, 131+1A/17).

l.M.T.Bs. 55» 52+. M.G. B. 608 passing F buoy at 1815/17 
on patrol to southward, E.T.R. 0730/18.
-̂ 2. M.G. Bs. 50, 52 patrolling 25 miles south of Anvil Point, 
leaving Weymouth, 1800/17. E.T.R. dav/n 18th.

_+3. CHAS3EUSS 15 and 10 patrolling south of E.A. 5 Buoy.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1502A/17).
One M.L. left Tyne 1901/17 to patrol to eastward of 

Searched Channel off Blyth. Returning Tyne daylight 18th.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1927A/17).

Biscay S/M Proceed diving by day from 02+3° N., 020° W.
Patrol. (F.O.S., 1211A/17 to SHAD).

1. HERRING proceed on route "White".
2. GUNNEL proceed on route "Red".
3. Unless otherwise ordered BARB proceed' on

route "White".
2+. R/V with escort in position H as follows HERRING 1100/23rd 
GUNNEL 1100/2i+th, BARB 1100/25th.
5. All submarines proceed diving by day East of 020° W. 
Submarines may proceed on surface when within 30 miles of 
Lizard Head.
6. Estimate your S.O.A. as follows. Days two knots. Nights 
SHAD, HERRING, BARB 13i knots, GUNNEL 12 knots.
7. All times on home station are zone minus one.
(F.O.S., 11+22A/17 to HERRING, GUNNEL, SHAD, BARB).

U.S. Submarine SHAD proceeding diving by day from 
(A) 02+3° N., 020° W. , and (B) 01+5° 01* N. , 013° 50’ W. thence 
(C) 01+9° 20’ N. , 013° 50' W. E.T.A. position (a ) 12+00/17th.

(C. in C. W.A. , 1617A/17 to SHEFFIELD (R) JAMAICA).
1. BARB report P.C.S. forthwith to F. O.S.

2. In order to avoid convoy estimated P.C.S. 0805/19 02+3°
00', 016° 01*, 000° 10 knots. GUNNEL and HERRING are to endeavour 
to cross longitude 016° W., on their route not later than 0800/19 
If unable to comply report by immediate signal your P.C.S. to 
Admiralty and F.O.S. after dark night of 18th.

(F.O.S. , 1820A/17 to BARB, HERRING, GUNNEL). 4— ^ ^

“V1 » juj

1 7.1 1.192+2.
Tuesday,

/l...
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Operations— T T .

Biscay S/M
patrol.
Contd.

BODO.

1. My 1422/17 para. 4. Amend BARB to read 1100 
24.
2. GUNNEL and BARB are to pass through position 
G at 0200/24 and 0600/24 respectively.
3» BARB is also to comply with my 1841/17 para.
2.
(F.O.S. , 2141A/17 to BARB, HERRING, GUNNEL, SHAD)

f i t */>/>

My 1610/14 and your 1738/16. Sailed BODO 75? 
at 1300 today.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1221A/17 to P.O.I.C. Aberdeen)

Exercises.

P.34 P.34 will be exercising off Plymouth area D
from 0800 till 1700 on 18th. 19th 20th November. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1629/17).

My 0940/14 and P.O.I.C. Cardiff’s 1612/16. 
Request you will sail four of 8th L.C. T.
Flotilla to arrive Burry port November 28th. 
Craft should be prepared to embark tanks a.m./29 
and discharge them at Pendine Sand p.m./30. 
Trials will be conducted by representative of 
D.X.S.R. from C.O.H. Q. who will give all 

necessary instructions to Flotilla Officer after arrival at 
Burry Port and will arrange movements.
5. On completion of trials craft should return to Appledore 
as convenient.
(C.C.O., 1750A/17 to N.O.I.C. Appledore).

L.C.T.
exercise at
Pendine
Sands.

Allied Air Activity.

A/C in Portress down in 048° 30' N . , 006° 40' W.
sea. Proceed to rescue.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1311A/17 to SLAZAK, 
KRAKOWIAK).
My 1311/17. Amend position to 047° 56' N . ,
007° 18’ W.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1331A/17).

My 1331/17. At least one man in dinghy with others getti 
in observed in 047° 56' N . , 007° 1 8 ’ W . , at 1659. If not 
already rescued, search in vicinity.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1821A/17 to SLAZAK, KRAKOWIAK).
Expect Wellington 2345 to assist search with searchlight 

If nothing found by 0200/18 abandon search and proceed to 180° 
Wolf Rock 5 miles, thence SLAZAK join W.P. 250 in approx, 
position D One Buoy 0930/18, KRAKOWIAK proceed Plymouth. 

/CLEVELAND approx, position South of Bishop Rock 0600, course 
077° 11 knots. / ' i - h U  „

(C. in C. Plymouth, 2201A/17 td*SLAZAK, KRAKOWIAK).

/N.F. I.U...
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Allied Air Activity. - Gontd.
N.F.I.U. Admty. 230U/16. No serviceable Fulmars are

available in training allocated reserve. Intend 
to downgrade 3 Fulmars from first line 
allocated reserve, which will then be reduced 
to twenty two aircraft. Request you allot the 
three Fulmar N. F.
(R.A.N.A.S, 1915A/17 to Admty).

Enemy Air Activity.
Jan Mayen. Following from Jan liayen F.W. 200 observed

over Island at 0755/17» course S.E. 
(A.C.I.C., 2357A/17).

Mining.
Explosion. F.O.I.C. N.I. 1930/16 is being passed to you

for information. Begins. An explosion heavy 
enough to extinguish an oil light in crews 
quarters and accompanied by vivid blue flash 

was reported to have occurred at OU25 today by South Rock 
Light Vessel in approx. 5U° 26* N., 5011' 30” W. Explosion 
confirmed by 3 shore stations. U M.M.S. searching the area of 
explosion from daylight tomorrow. 1930A/16 Ends.- 
(C. in C. W.A. , 0936A/17 to Admty).

My 1930A/16. Four M.M.S. have searched area 2^ miles 
either side of a line 07U° from South Rock light vessel to a 
distance of 10 miles with LL and SA with negative result.

(F.O.I.C. N.I., 2055A/17 to C. in C. W.A.)

U-boats.
Am over enemy submarine in 5U° 13' N., 21° 10* W. 
Periscope only sighted, course 350° speed U 
knots.
(A/C U23 Sqdn. 1323/17 to 15 Group).

Technical..
Minol. It is desired to carry out trials of depth

charges with Minol filling.
2. Request you will detail an'Ess'ty Class 

destroyer fitted with 1U charge pattern for this purpose.
3. Approx, one week will be required for fitting special gear 
previous to the trials and fitting can be arranged at 
suitable yard in Mersey area.
k» Representatives of Admiralty Shock Committee will
visit Captain D. Liverpool on 20th November to arrange details.
5. If weather is suitable trials should last a week.
Suggest they might take place from Belfast.
(D.O.D. (H.), 1839 A/17 to C. in C. W.A.)

/ A. * .
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Technical.-/ ̂  /f
A limited number of Mark VII type Depth-Charges 
filled Minol will be available shortly. This 
explosive is 70% more powerful than T.N.T.
2. Pending Hie results of sea trials on safety 
of firing ship the following restrictions are

to be observed.
50 foot setting - minimum speed of firing ship 20 knots.
100 foot setting - minimum speed of firing ship 15 knots.
150 foot setting - minimum speed of firing ship 12 knots.
3. Issue is to be restricted for the present to Destroyers 
and River Class Corvettes.
U. Initial supply is being made to Londonderry, Greenock 
Liverpool, Gibraltar and Algiers and charges are to be 
issued as soon as available as outfits and reserves for A/S 
escorts of the above classes employed on Gibraltar and North 
African Convoys.
5. Existing types of Depth-Charge patterns should be used. 
(D.A/S.W. 19U6A/17 to F. O.C.N.A. )

War Diary.

Minol.
Contd.

Casualties & Defects.
CATTISTOCK. 
5—  }> LSL

Further evidence of a favourable nature now 
having been produced by CATTISTOCK my 162+3/15/11 
is cancelled.
(Capt. D.21, 1001/17 to C. in C. Nore).

EMPIRE SNOW. On 15th November ESEK HOPKINS proceeding down
river collided with EMPIRE SNOW who was moored 
at No. 19 Timber Yard. Fairly extensive damage 
to starboard quarter. Seaworthy certificate 
granted.
(S.S.T.0. Archangel, 1006A/17 to Admty).

3ASHER A.M. 1958/16. Following major defects. Details, 
(DASHER, 113UZ/17 to N. O.I.C. Liverpool).

Dinghy Am over a dinghy in 53° U5’ N., 22° 25' W. 
(A/C 228 Sqdn. 1350/17 to 15 Group).

LLANGIBBY Has sustained slight damage to her
CASTLE. superstructure.

(D.S.T. , 1821A/17).

MARNIX VAN Due to engine damage will not be in Convoy W.S.25 
ST. ALDEG0NDE See Shipping.^
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TJALDUR.
SLhiJB£lng. & Convoys*
Your 1859A/16. No sscort will be available
from my command until Uth December.

^(2) OAKLEY having been lent to C. in C. H.F. 
it is understood that this commitment could be 
met by Home Fleet destroyers.
(A.C.O.S., 09U5/17 to Admty).

Ice R/C l6th November. Details.
(A.C.I.C. , 09U5A/17 to Admty (r ) C. in C. H.F., 
R.A.M., C.S.1) •
Position of Submarines at 0800A/18 and movements

for following 2h hours.
P.312 vicinity 70°53’ N . , 22° 26' E.
P.216 vicinity 70° 5 2 ’ N . , 21° 0 8 ’ E.
UREDD vicinity 70° 32’ N . , 20° 01* E.
JUNON vicinity 69° 30' N . , 17° 20’ E.
(F.O.S., 1659A/17 to Admty).

C.S.l's. 21U5/12 para. (B) Also ONSLAUGHT and OBDURATE 
arrived Seidisfjord 1120/17.

(A.C.I.C., 1733A/17 to C.S.l. , R.A.D.)
^Sailed MUSKETEER, OAKLEY, ORWELL, LEDBURY, MIDDLETON 

to Seidisfjord. E.T.A. 0900/19*
(R.A.D. H.F. , 1737A/17 to A.C. I.C. )

W.P. 230. Your 0820/17th and my 0831/17th. After passing

DEMPO, LETITIA, MACHARDO, ORBITA, ULSTER MONARCH, 
escort EXE, AMAZON, WRESTLER, and SWALE. P.C.S- 
0U2° 2 V  N . , 016° 17* W . , 360° 12* knots, 
through position (M) and (H).

*#t ARGUS, 1059Z/17 to C. in C. W.A. )*^— ./>.
Convoy M.K.F.1 (Y) comprising LETITIA, ORBITA, and 

SAMUEL CHASE for Tail of the Bank and DEMPO for Liverpool i 
due U. K. about 21/11. As far as is known no personnel will 
disembark.
2. Lifeboats of DEMPO have been damaged.
(D.S.T., 1822A/17).

^SLAZAK. through position (a ) pass through 0U9° 0 3 ’ N . , 
006° 0 0 ’ W . , thenceSLAZAK to join as escort to 
W.P. 250 sailing Bristol Channel Ports today to 
R/V at 15U0.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1001A/17) See also Air.

M.K.F.l Y. C. in C. W.A. 1155A/16. SAMUEL CHASE,

L> K. X. 7 Your 1912A/16. MELBREAK and 3LAZAK detailed 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 16U5A/17 to Admty).

/Operation F. B...
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Operation
P.B.
CHUMLEIGH. -

Signals
for
preventing 
accidents 
to friendly 
A/C.

Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
0.15 has nothing to report. At 0710A/7th 
November*TUNA sighted CHUMLEIGH capsized, 
having proceeded to her position on receipt 
of S 0 S. No rafts or boats in vicinity. 
Visibility very bad. Investigation was 
subsequently made in daylight but TUNA failed to 
locate her again.
Both S/Ms experienced very foul weather 
throughout the operation.
(F.O.S., 1723A/17 to C. in C. H.F. )

*  / * > ' / ' * *
A.M. 0025/23 August. Request information whethe 
this procedure is sufficiently well established 
for promulgating in A.M.S. Is.
(D.T.D. , 1752A/17 to C. in C. W.A.)

M.K.F.l X. Destination of escorts. BITER, ACHATES,
BOADICEA, ESCAPADE, Greenock. VANSITTART, 
Liverpool. CLEVELAND, Plymouth. ALBRIGHTON, 
ESKDALE,Portsmouth.
(C. in C. W.A. , 2329A/17 to DASHER).
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DUKE OP YORK, 
VICTORIOUS.

Operation ’'Torch11.
My 142^/l6th. Sailing date is dependent on 
arrival of destroyers named. Intend sailing as follows:
(a ) Short endurance destroyers at moderate speed 
to westY/ard to R/V D plus one.

(B) DUKE OP YORK, VICTORIOUS, to eastvrard in daylight p.m. D day with screen of six.
( i Reverse course after dark D day and proceed high speed through Straits and to v/estward.
(D) Gibraltar destroyers return to Gibraltar after destroyers in A have joined.
(N.C.X.P. 1013Z/17 to N.C.X.F. in AURORA (R) R.A.(A) P.O.H.)3f DUKE OP YORK and VICTORIOUS to U.K./ Release of
3ink at Your 1505/14. We were ourselves about to
Sight propose that a notice v/ould be broadcast in theAreas. following terms

Begins. ’’The German and Italian Govts, having set 
aside the Armistice with Prance and occupied the 

mediterranean Coast, the U.S. Govt, and H.M.G. are compelled to 
amplify the previous notices v/hich have declared certain areas 
in the Medit. dangerous to shipping. Accordingly, they now give 
notice that all waters in the Medit. excluding Turkish territor
ial waters are dangerous to shipping to the East of the following 
line:- Prom the Franco-Spanish border along the edge of 
Spanish territorial waters to a point 5 miles 090° from Cape de 
Creus (42° 19’ N . 03° 19’ E. approx.); thence to 39° 45’ N.
04° 50’ E; and thence 180° to the Algerian Coast, Any vessel 
entering this area v/ithout the permission of the Allied 
Authorities v/ill do so at its risk and peril" - ends.
2. For political reasons it is desirable to give the Spaniards 
as much sea room as is consistent with our requirements, and in 
future we may wish to encourage a measure of trade between 
Spain and Algeria.
3. The appropriate procedure v/ill be for broadcasts to be made 
from Algiers and Gibraltar, followed by announcement by the B.B.C. 
Foreign Office think it essential that Spanish Government should 
be informed at least 24 hours in advance of the broadcast.
4. If therefore you concur in the terms of the notice in para.l 
you should report the time fixed for the broadcasts, allowing us 
if possible 48 hours in Y/hich to inform Spanish Govt.
5. After the broadcast announcement, aircraft, surface ships 
and submarines may be instructed to attack at sight any vessel 
navigating within the extended zone without our permission.
It is assumed, hov/ever, that voyages of ships sailing under safe 
conduct Y/ith cargoes for the Red Cross or Swiss Government will 
not be affected and that you will promulgate these sailings
as necessary. _(Admty. 1349A/17 to N.C.X.P.)

Attacks on Provisional summary 6/11 - 15/11.
U/Bs. (N.C.X.P. 1650Z/17)See U-Boat Campaign.

/Reports ...
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MOST SECRET
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IN
V

From Commandeth G ib ra lta r Date 17/11/42 
Time 1746Z

Addressed A ioforc
PRIORITY
R e f. No.’ 751 (G ib . ) 17th November 1942. 

EDITED LITERAL TEXT.

F o r: C .C.S.
From: C. in  G.

F o llo w in g  i s  b r i e f  summary o f  estim ated  
c a s u a lt ie s  susta ined by th is  Command rep o rted  as 
1200Z hours November 15th.

K i l l e d Wounded M issing

U .S .A .
EAF
CTF
Y/TF
12th AF(WAC)

12
363
173

3

48
. 575 

425 
6

150
71
16

Estim ated t o t a l USA 531 1,054 237

U.S.N . No estim ate  as y e t  a v a i la b le .  U n its b e in g
checked.

B r it ish
ETF 150

I
No estim ate  a v a ila b le  on wounded and m issing, 

hese c a s u a lt ie s  susta ined  by troop s  supporting 
.n i t ia l  op era tion s  in  harbor a t  Oran.

R .A .F .

SAC (R eported  thus f a r ) 22

Royal Navy.

Known ca su a lt ie s 69 58 22

I t  w i l l  n o t he p o s s ib le  to  estim ate  RN 
c a s u a lt ie s  u n t i l  a l im m t s  engaged a re  a b le  to  submit 
p re lim in a ry  r e p o r ts .

/ Accurate
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Accurate information on casualties of this command is being assembled rapidly. A more complete record, will be submitted as soon as information is available,,
1324&/17Advance Gccv D.O. D.O.D.(F) D.D.I.C.deceived from AVF.H.Q. a am./18th Nov.
Distribution:
Brig. Jacob Foreign Secretary 1st Sea Lord 0,6 Teis/.'/ar Office AcM.C.S.(C)CLC.O.

1st LORD . : -1st S.Lo(2)'-..2nd S0 L0 D.F.S.L.V. G.N.S. %A. G.-N.So (H)A.GvN.S.(F)(2)N.A. 1st S.L.
D:§*̂ ?|hK2) •D.O.D, (F)(2)D. of P,(2)D. Of P,(Q)Admiral Blake (2)Admiral .Ramsey (4)D. N. I„?4)D.p,I.C.(3)D„P. I).Hd. of M.Mr. Broughton
I.P, —  (Gas*)W. D,
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To Britman Washington,

16157/17th November 
Date 17/11/42

Cypher

From Air Ministry.
IMMEDIATE
0Z.1906. 17th November 1942.

Following from Chiefs of Staff No. C.O.S.(W) 348.

Reference J.S.M. 481 / .
1. wo think that for strategic aid politica l.reasons we 
should go slow over arming French m  North Africa.
2 Apart from question of availability of equipment and 
limitations* 1^  shipping, matorial fo r  French can « l y  be 
provided at the expense of Anglo—Amorican build up in 
North Africa and olsowhoro.

mhero is also danger that Fronch forces with Darlan 
in o o S  may doublo-cross us. Wo should bo quato suro 
of their good faith  boforo wo mako thorn too powerful.

1615Z/17.

ABrig^"jaooS oiroulat^ g of watch, G.6 Tolfl., War Office 
Foreign Secrotary Head of Watch, A.M.C.S. (C).
First Sea Lord C.G.O.

Received from Air Ministry n.m./18. /• 1645/15.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.(2) 
D.F.S.L.
3rd S.L.
4th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.O.N.S.(F)(2)
A.C.N.S.(W)
Sec.
D . A . S . ( S )
N.A. 1st S.L. 
p.A ,S.(P .R .) 
D.O.D. (H)(2) 
D.O.D,(F)(2)

D .N.I.(4)
D. of F .(2)
D.C.(2) /rrN 
D.D. I.C. (3)
D. of P.(Q)
Head of M.(2) 
I.P .(2 )
Admiral Blake 
A.S.(C)
D. of L.D. ,
Admiral Ransoy (4) 
M.A.S.(4)

GMM
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SECRET IiIESSAGE 1707Z/17 November IN

EPwOM: Commandeth Gibraltar BATE: 17.Nov.42 

RECB: 1955Z

AJEAESSEO: Abfor 
Rof.No.765 (Gib.)

. Sitrep No.10, November 16th.
f *' .» .»t •

1. Naval Bougie,
i

t-

unloaded troop transDort sunk bv bombq o f f  
$ & « ? » *  15th; 211 t r v N o r s  at

I«o a tsaa iS k d !iSOnGrS £raa tv‘° d e s tp ^  

I r t a V h N f t t  Skip* kS/FCHHUL/J© soroute

2. Eastern Task Force.

K r o ^ t t  gS  C0ntect betooon

qoJ?ftr }S': vlIn f * 2n* a^ilvGd from Bone 2000Z. 
dr-oppad' auooossklly ) ia’lt ls h  Companies
l i t ? l g ^ rin%S??’ nt,^y November 15th.; 
W 0 & , 41- 78th D1V- £ind 175th p.; Bn:

CA (s;jJ  and' one medium Tic. Bn. 
Xwoa iiR, arrived from Oran; two companies, 701st 
Tc. Bn. enrpute from Oran. • x v

onr-u+^finm o d-B0UgJG; Dots- 34th Riv. cnrouuQ from Algiers to re lieve  British.

°*  Center Ta.sk Force: No reports.

4. Western Task Force:
a t * ^  vr-llouriGG elements form erlyi.iaxagan now at Rabat.

5./

1
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JH

-  g i t

■ %< Gibraltar: 47 Anti?- SuUfeino ’ sorties by
aircraft from Gibraltar and North African bases,
-4 sightings, 3 attacks. • No casualties, R/f.
sightings.ur combats. ;. . ■/.' /_

•n.'unis: 2 raids. executed by R.A.F. Bis leys*
Results. unobserved. ■. , ,.

"Bizorta: 6 Fortresses attacked in daylight,
No report received. - , ,

Bone: 6 E/A destroyed; 2 by fighters,,.4 by 
A.A., others 'damaged. Three Spitfires lost;
2 Dilots safe. Other aircraft were damaged on 
ground.

17073/17

(Advance copy sent Ops. O.D, O.I.C.)
Re ce ivod from A. F. H. Q,.at 2345/17. ■

93 TORCH:
M.D.G.

<

. A
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation "Torch," - contd.
To enable follow up convoys to be maintained to 
schedule notice of damage to ships returning to 
U.K. is required at earliest possible moment. 
Request you will arrange either for Sailing 
Telegram or S.T.O. Advices to include against 
name each ship the following words as requisite. 

"Slight” - meaning Slight Damage judged not likely to prevent 
ship sailing 14 days after arrival in U.K.
"Serious" - meaning Serious Damage judged heavy enough to keep 
ship out of action for more than 14 days up to six weeks after 
arrival in U.K.
"Maximum" - over six weeks.
It is necessary that information be received whether damage is 
to hull or to engines or to both. Reguest letters X for hull 
damage and Y for engine damage may be used accordingly. Viz: 
Serious Y, Slight XY.
(D.T.D. 1651A/17 to H.O.X.P.)
Reoly: P.S.T.O.XF 1716Z/20.

Reports of 
damage to 
ships.

Communications.H.B. mine warning of 16th and notification of
sailing of G U F 2 indicate that adeguate con
sideration is not being given to existing delay 
in communications. Your 0935/l6th was classed 
deferred and with your 1525 an immediate was 
delivered decoded simultaneously with report of 
mining of NEWFOUNDLAND notification 17th whose 
sailing was ordered in V.A. Gib. (?18)03 15th. 
(N.C.X.F. 1658Z/17 to N.C.W.N.T.E.)

MALCOLM. 191. Your 1156A/16/11. MALCOLM is being sailed
for U.K. probably p.m. 18th Nov.
(N.C.X.F. 1733/17 to Admty. (R) V.A.C.N.A. C.S. 
Gibraltar.)

Losses of As many casualty reports are still incomplete
H.M. ships. and as I cannot know when next of kin have been

informed, propose Admiralty should undertake to 
release names of H.M. Ships which have been 
lost when this is considered desirable. 
(N.C.X.F. 1747Z/16 to Admty.)

Broad pdt. The broad pendant of Commodore Troubridge was
of N.C.C.T.F. struck in LARGS p.m. 16th Nov. on lapse of

appointment of N.C.C.T.F.
(N.C.X.F, 1831Z/17.)

/Salvage ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

17.11.1942.
Tuesday.

Operation "Torch” - contd.
Your 2019Z/14 implies that the Admiralty 
Salvage Department did not meet "Torch” re
quirements as energetically as was practicable. 
2. The two ships now being sent are SALVESTOR 
and SALVAGE CHIEFTAIN.
The former did not complete until early November 
and early in October was offered by Salvage 
Department who were told by U.S. Officers that 
she would be no use unless they could have her 
at once. The latter which is small and old 
and of limited value, v/as earmarked for 
important commitments nearer at hand; it is 
only jostifiable to send her to you in the 
last resort.
(1st S.L. 1837A/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) D.N.C.X.F.)
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Raiders.
1. H.M.I.S. BENGAL in action with 2 enemy vessels 
in 20° S 93° E at 0530Z/11. One enemy unit 
believed sunk. One unit may have been Raider E 

(see A.M. 2230A/9 para I.) but there are some D/F indications 
that Japanese auxiliaries were at sea in this area.
2. LA SALLE overdue at Capetown since 29.10.42 from Balboa. 
Routed via Cape Horn. May be a victim of Raider H or J.
3. A.M. 2230A/9 para 3. Ship confirmed as U-Boat casualty.
4. SPICHERN (ex KROSSFONN) arrived Ferrol 11th Nov. after being 
damaged by air attack whilst attempting to leave Biscay. Had not 
left Ferrol up to 1245A/16 but may attenpt to continue outward 
passage if damage can be repaired.
5. Blockade runners ERMLAND and PIETRO 0RSE0L0 could by now be 
approaching area of Japanese control. CATARACTE, BELGRANO, 
BURGENLAND and SILVAPLANA could now be in Pacific or Indian 
Oceans. KOTA NOPAN and ANNELIESE ESSBERGER probably now between 
Equator and 15° N 20° and 40° W. Up to 6 enemy ships may be on
assage from Far East to Europe.
D.D.I.C. 2007A/17 to A.I.G. 13 etc.)

War Diary.

Intelligence.

North Atlantic.
GUNNEL

A 7
7 * - * » ? * j  *

My P.C.S. are 036° 00’ N 020° 00’ W 000° 11 knots. 
Request GUNNEL be routed through 040° 00’ N 014° 
00' W thence Bishop Rock in order to pass through 
area defined in F.O.S. 1235/15.
(GUNNEL 0020Z/17 to Admtv. (R) N.C.X.F. F.O.S. 
Cdr. U.S. Sub. Squadron.)

Situation My 1507Z/16 and para 15. G.U.F.l 7 destroyers
2002A/16. 32.08 13.58 through 31.13 15.20 thence 276 13£.

(N.C.X.F. 0142Z/17.)

Sailed Gibraltar portion of M.K.F.2 escorted 
CLARE, EGRET, PHILANTE, KEREN., local escortM.K.F.2.

’Z" ~  “ 7* -^BOREAS ;̂ VENOMOUS J r W .  Lo* h ^  7*4
(F. O.C.N.A. 0320Z/17 to Admty. /C. in V. *W.A.)

by

K.X.
U/B.

>. D/F bearings on 7640 K/cs at 0149Z indicate
U-Boat has reported K.X.6.
(D.D.I.C. 0335A/17 to Escorts of K.X.6.
(r ) Escorts of M.K.F.2 and M.K.S.l(X) F.O.C.N.A. 

1 N.C.X.F.)

U/B Am over enemy S/M in 34° 44’ N 11° 25’ V/ sighted
attacked. on surface and observed to submerge.

(A/C TK7U 0759Z/17.)
Have attacked enemy with depth charges.
Submarine has dived in 34° 54* N 11° 25* W course 
160° 8 knots.
(A/C TK7U 0759Z/17.)

/K.X. 6
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*  K.X. 6. 
Survivors 
of WARWICK 
CASTLE.

*

E.T.A. K.X.6 1800/17.
9 ships consisting of trawlers tugs and SS. ZENA 
have straggled. 7 these left during gale night 
13/14 position 039° 50' N 014° 40* W.
With reference to A.F.O. 2901/41 (A) LANCASTER
TB} WARWICK CASTLE (D) 30 (F) One (N) 31
(Q) two.
(LANCASTER 0800A/17 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Air Opsum for 24 hrs. to Midnight 16/11.
operations. (1) A/S escorts (details).

U/B sightings and attacks from ? Gibraltar. 3 
attacks 1 sighting.Hudson C/233 0841 hrs. 35° 42'

N 8° 33’ W CO 180/6 ITS? Attacked with D/Cs? and 1 x 100 lb.
A/S bomb D/Cs estimated 10 yds to starboard of C/T no results 
observed. Hudson L/233 1159 hrs. LBHY1207 CO 270/7 kts. not 
attacked. Hudson R/608 ?154 hrs. NHAF4902 CO R 360/15 kts. D/C 
dropped slightly to port of U/B but curved swirl indicated U/B 
had turned towards D/C.3 to 5 minutes after attack oil appeared 
and WJS still spreading 20 mins, later and showed slow movement 
northward.Hudson B/500 1245 hrs. 36° 9 ’ N 8° 52' W 090/10 kts.
U/B on surface 1 D/C burst on starboard side? close abaft C/W as 
U/B submerged bubbles of air and oil appeared. The oil in 
increasing quantities forming a patch 150 x 100 yards U/B sightings 
and attacks by North African based A/C details provisional 
subject to revision TXCCL in 36° 58* N 1° 32' E time co speed 
and result not stated. (Probably the U/B damaged by A/C and 
torpedoed and sunk by FORMIDABLE's Albacore.)
2. No enemy activity over Rock.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar 0810Z/17, 0834Z/17.)

VENOMOUS E.T.A. 1315Z. BOREAS in company.
BOREAS (VENOMOUS? 0859Z/17 to F.O.C.N.A.)

LONDONDERRY
ROTHESAY

*-M.K.F.2.
LONDONDERRY and my position 1000Z 037° 15' N 012° 
23' W LONDONDERRY course 292° 10 knots, my 
course 120° 11. Request codeword of M.K.F.2 and

^  ^  A rt v-«* -v** -*  

*

course after 2000Z.
(ROTHESAY 1045Z/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) S.O. Escorts 
of convoy M.K.F.2.)Your 1045Z/17. "Manicure” 270° till 2200 then 300 . 
(N.C.X.F. 1815Z/17 to ROTHESAY (R) PELICAN.)

ARGUS. Your 1831A/16. Consider turn round in one week
can be effected if following is undertaken (details) 

>7*+1 3. At least four d istribution feed tanks require
testing and repairing.
(ARGUS 1125Z/17 to Admty. (R) N.O.I.C. Greenock. 
N.O.I.C. Glasgow. C. in C. W.A. F.O.C.N.A.)

/JONQUIL..
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JONQUIL My 0952Z/16 and your 1402Z/16 CONTESSA has not
CONTESSA sailed. Unahle to contact U.S. Authorities.

(JONQUIL 1150Z/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A.) 
My 1150Z/17. U.S. Authorities hope to get 

CONTESSA afloat by 1300/18 and request we wait.
(JONQUIL 1458Z/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1458Z/17. Comply.
(N.C.X.F. 1736Z/17 to JONQUIL) But see also JONQUIL 
1615Z/17 re "S" report. .

LE TONNANT My 0821/16. Now confirmed French submarine
scuttled due to fear that owing ( 2  corrupt groups) 
would be suspected and handed over to Germans.
Crew now interned in Spain.
(F.A.P.V. Cap Nord. 1203Z/17 to N.C.W.N.T.F. )

Situation
2005A/17.

(1) TRUANT at 2100A/17 20.50 21.01. H.M.S. 
^URCHIN 11£.*a.oA
(2) BRIDGEWATER 21.38 32.01 180° 12.
(3) P0RTSD0WN,*Y3^T0R, VIVIANA 30. 20 25.04

ri-  # ^ * • *  $—  W »o /s .y S t f .  .161° 9i 
(N.C.X.F. 1244Z/17.)
Report for Area X.

(1) THUNDERBOLT at 2100A/17 (?40) 38 11.08 diving by day 2^ 
surfacing by night 1 0 161.
(2) P.311 (?passing) 43.01 12.09 at 2000/18.
(3) U.S. S/MsSHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB between 36.01 20.01 
and 40.01 20.01 00 (?ll) knots.
(4) U.S. S/M BLACKFISH in vicinity 30.01'20.01 00 ll£. 4—
(5) K.M.S. 3,BLACK SWAN, one sloop, (?9) corvettes, 39.14 18.24 
through 38.01 (?18) 01 thence 129 7-g-.
( 6) W.K.S.I(X), LONDONDERRY, LANDGUARD, LULWORTH, WOODSTOCK,
LOUISB0RG, PRESCOTT, BIDEFORD, (E) 37.28 15.01 thence 321 7.
(see amendment 1816Z/17. )rf~r. W-’i, — S.—  yt» 5"o
(7) M.K.F.2., PELICAN, FLEETWOOD, EGRET, PHILANTE, BANFF, SENNEN, 
CLARE, 35.58 08.57 through 36.01 ?54.01 thence 299 13.
(8 ) BRILLIANT, LOCH OSKAIG, LEYLAND, JAUNTY, wit burner chan t sliip?*' 
in tow 35.59 05.58 to given 4.‘♦fAi-WAa U -
(9) Spanish training ship JUAN SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruifeing in 
area between Canary Islands and point 36.01 30.02.
(10) U.S. -S/^BISCAYNE 28. J51 12.38 (?through) 30.01 11.30
thence Malta 16."* — YtA
(11) WIVERN,-^VERITY, (?3) merchant ships 35.14 08.(?2l) to R/V 
with G.U.F.2 in position 34.01 13.01 (?15i). Thence WIVERN, 
VERITY, return Gibraltar 20. l—  £ 7 7 ^. L/io £
(12} G.U.F.2. Ships R/V in 34.01 13.01 at 1300A/18 proceed
273•15•(13) G.U.F.l. One (?S/M) 31.39 19.44 through 31.40 20.01 
thence 285 13-j.
(14) K.M.F. 3, WESTON, 2 sloops, 2 corvettes, 2 cutters, 47.02 16.27 
to 46.35 16.01 and 43.01 (?15) 55 thence 148 12 14 (corrupt 
group) 26.15 10.35 through 36.10 10.01 to Gibraltar 10.
(see amendment 1816Z/17. )rt.T. kL vf V  - /b-vb/.
(16) ITHURIELfone merchant ship,45.11 14.11 through 43.01 
14.01 12. * 5 H 4— - / S' / - />. £.£y
(N.C.X.F. 1240Z/17.) /

/My 1240Z/17...



MOST SECRET.

7 4 9
War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

17.11.1942.
Tuesday.

North Atlantic..C(rrL[f.
My 1240Z/17-S— Add para 17 VENOMOUS) BOREAS, 
VELOX off Tarifa, through 035° 30' 0076 01' to 
R/V U.G.F.2 in position 033° 40' (?008°) 20' at 
1000A/18 and escort ARCHER and 2 tankers to 
Gibraltar by reverse route 14.
1742Z/17.)

My 1240/17.
Amend para 6 to read: (E) 038° 02' 014° 02’ through 038° 28'
015° 01’ thence 321° 10.
2. Amend para 14 to read: (E) 036° 26* 010° 36’ through 036°
10' 010° 01* thence to Gibraltar 11.

(N.C.X.F. 1816Z/17.)
Report for Area Y.

(1) U.S. S/Ms SHAD, GUNNEL, HERRING, BARB between 036° 01* 020°
01' and 040° 01’ 020° 01* course 00° 11. j»h73%
(2) U.S. S/M BLACKFISH in vicinity of 030° 01’ 026° 01’ course
20 11?. -

(3) Spanish training ship (JU?AN) SEBASTIAN DE ELCANO cruising 
area between Canary Is. and Point 036° 01’ 030° 02'.
(4) P0RTSD0WN,#YE^T0R, VTVIANAfSPHENE,030° 20' 025° 04' 161° ‘
(5 groups missing). ■* k>so
FI 7 destroyers 031° 39' 019° 44' through 031° 40' 020° 01’ 
thence 285° 13^.

(N.C.X.F. 1242Z/17.)

-Situation-
2005A/17.
Contd.

(N.C.X.F.

BRILLIANT My position 218° Cape Trafalgar 9 miles course
ALMAACK , 110° speed 4 knots.

u  * E.T.A. Gibraltar Bay 0100Z (?18th).
r*" u'/- > ALMAA(?C)K draught forward (?10) feet draught

(L^,„.'.»}aft 27 feet no list, can float (?indefinitely), 
V/j'jbo can S° anchor but not weigh it.

/ (BRILLIANT 1400Z/17 to N.C.X.F.)

U.G.2. Take BOREAS and VELOX under your (?orders) and
?proceed at 1800Z/17 routed through 035° 30’ N 
007° (?01') W. At 0800Z/18 R/V with convoy U.G.2 

in 34.08 N 07 (?54’) W and escort ARCHER and tankers BULKOIL 
and SEAKAY to Gibraltar by reverse (?route) (corrupt group) 
expected (?speed of convoy) 14 knots (groups not received) A. 74 
and 76.
(N.C.X.F. 1452Z/17 to VENOMOUS (R) F.O.C.N.A. etc.)

Spanish Nov. 17th. Your telegram 181.
Ship. Departure 17th 1300 Spanish ARTABRO destination

believed to be Vigo carrying about 100 tons Resin 
destined Germany.
(Consul Porto T.H.I. 1517/17 to N.E.W. 390.
(R) S.O.£[.) Gibraltar. Admty and Vigo.)

NORTE Spanish sailing vessel NORTE of Rosas is reported
FULGOR by Consul, Corunna, to have shipped torpedoes
MAX ALBRECHT. from a German tanker MAX ALBRECHT, lying at Ferrol, 

on 7th Nov. She sailed 10th Nov. from Corunna 
believed for Bilbao. We have information from 

other sources that she is controlled by enemy interests and is 
being used for supplying U-Boats off north and north west Spain.
2. Vessel is 50 tons, of wood construction and painted white.

/3. Should...
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NORTE
FULGOR
MAX ALBRECHT. 
Contd.

3. Should NORTE he encountered outside 
territorial waters, she is if possible to be 
captured. Should it be impossible, however, to 
send her to Gibraltar and evidence of her supply 
work is found on board, she may be sunk, the crew 
having first been taken off or placed in safety in 

accordance with page 3 of Naval Prize Manual.
4. Italian SS. FULGOR, lying at Cadiz is also known to be 
employed as U-Boat depot ship. We are asking H.M. Ambassador to 
take diplomatic action concerning both this ship and MAX ALBRECHT. 
(M. Branch Approved 1st. Lord 1526A/17 to F.O.C.N.A. F.0.S. (R) 
N.C.X.F. etc.)

JAUNTY E.T.A. 0400/18, speed now 3 knots, blowing hard.
ALMAACK Request assistance of tug and pilot to berth.
t . l l  $ ALMAACK has no power.
/l^^/rvln . (JAUNTY 1535Z/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A.1 ' ' * 1 Admty. )

" S "
Report.

M.K.S. 1(X)

Following has been read. SSSS 34.09 N 07.23 W.
No call or ships name.
(Gibraltar W/T No T.0.0. Reed. 1553/17.)
Am proceeding to SSSS from position 034° 09’ 007° 
23’. ARMERIA in company, E.T.A. position 1800Z. 

■#( JONQUIL 1615Z/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) B.N.A. Quito.)
' y v- 8.

My 1956/15. Following vessels did not sail in 
M.K.S.l(X) ALCINOUS, OPORTO, ALGERIAN, SPERO, 
NOLISEMENT, ALACIA sailed in M.K.F.2 on 17th Nov. 
(P.S.T.O. X.F. 1626Z/17 to D.S.T.)

SALMON Trawler SALMON returned to Corunna Nov. 16th, 
engine trouble.
(Corunna 1715/17 to Admty. (R) S.O.I. Gibraltar.)

Damaged
U/Bs.

Your 1558/16. No confirmation here that damaged 
Italian submarines have entered Cadiz.
It is now rumoured two damaged submarines 
nationality unknown have entered Tarifa.
(Cadiz 1805/17 to R.O. Seville. B.N.A. Madrid. 
S.0^1.) Gibraltar. Admty. (D.N.I.)

Measures Publication of decree today authorizing partial
taken by mobilisation at discretion of service minister was
Spain. accompanied by what amounts to declaration of

neutrality although word was not used.
Chief of Naval Staff told me no whole classes would 

be called up but all army units would be brought to full strength. 
He used words "to defend Spain against anyone and this is not likely 
to be you. It is to protect our neutrality".

/All ship’s..
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Contd.

North Atlantic- / J 7
All ship's complements are to be brought if 
required to full strength as soon as possible.
I urged measures to deal with vessels in dockyard 
hands and hope to have further conversation on 
this point.
We may be asked to facilitate more fuel oil. 
Submit this should be considered.
(N.A. Madrid 1900/17 to D.N.I. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)

G.U.F. 2.
-k

l d_-«v /.

G.U.F.2 (G) sailed 1000/17th to R/V with G.U.F.2 
in position (z) 34.00 N 13.00 W at 1200/18 
SS. ARGENTINE, URUGUAY, BRAZIL, escort VERITY, 
WIVERN.
(F. 0.0. N.A. 1917Z/17, 2047Z/17 to Admty. (R) 
Cominch, Washington, N.C.X.F. Cdre. G.U.F.2.)

Convoy
K.M.F.3.

Speed should be adjusted to pass Europa Point 
at 0100Z/21.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1918A/17 to Escorts K.M.F. 3. (R)
C. in C. W.A. F.O.C.N.A. N.C.X.F.)

^M.K.F. 2. At 1912/17 G. M. T. on 4540 K/cs U-Boat made a first
U/B sighting report, probably of convoy M.K.F.2. if in

^  approx. 36° 00' N 9° 00' W.
(D.D.I.C. 2100A/17 to Escorts M.K.F.2.)

BARB
i— AAvV 73S-

Your 1814/17 Nov. (1841/17 intended) BARB 
2000Z/17 Nov. P.C.S. 039° 06' N 020° 17' W 003° 
10 knots 17 knots available.
(BARB 2140Z/17 to F.O.S. Adraty.)

Flying Your 1810Z/15.
Boats. A.O.C. Gibraltar can accommodate two Boeing

Flying Boats if notice of arrival is given.
Rapid onward movements of salvage personnel and 
stores to Casablanca by air or sea will be dealt 
with by Allied H.Q. on arrival.
(N.C.X.F. 2140Z/17 to Cdr. Task Force 34. (R) 
Vice U.S. C.N.O. G. in C. Atlantic Fleet. 
F.O.C.W.A.F. )
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South Atlantic.
Cotonou Air R/C of Cotonou 16th Nov. shows two merchant 

vessels of 4000 tons and two of 3000 tons present. 
( S . O F r e e t o w n  0901Z/17 to Admty.)

Sinking of 
DAGOMBA

My 1804/14 Nov. Corrected position 
DAGOMBA 02° 30* N 19° 00' W.
(S.0.(lj) Freetown 1038Z/17 to Admty.)

Corrected position sinking of 
19° 00' W.

Measures
A/S A.M. 1956/21st.* Sailings are being escorted by 

sea and air as far as limited means will allow 
but it^ is probable the best means of clearing 
South African waters of U-Boats would be the

destruction of their supply ship which is believed to have been 
lurking in the calm area south and west of St. Helena during part 
at least of their operations.
2. As an offensive plan it is suggested that on next occasion 
of U-Boats in any number being suspected of proceeding south of 
St. Helena a carrier or auxiliary carrier with 6 destroyers be 
despatched to the Cape from Eastern Fleet or the north to form 
a hunting group, and an oiler with 2 corvettes as escort be 
sent to St. Helena for fuelling destroyers. The hunting force 
should then thoroughly comb that area in which there is indication 
of an enemy surface unit.
3. Group sailings which would be required at the same time as 
the above would then be escorted by A/S trawler.
(C. in C. S.A. 1124C/17 to Admty. (R) C. in C. E.F. VALIANT.
V.A.E.F.) * Re employment for the 18 A/S trawlers and A/S
whalers lent to U.S. in Feb. 1942 and now being released to deal 
with U-Boat menace in S. Atlantic.

MIJDRECHT My 1237/15.

x_.___________ iZ/17 to B.N.L.O. W.A. (R)
CORINTHIAN. Admty.)

Dispositions. R.A.W.A. 1147Z/17, 1149Z/17. See Lion Copy.

C 020° S (012°) E. D 018° S Oil E. E 009° S 015° W.
F 003° N 028° W. G 008° 031° thence as routed by F.O.C.W.A.F.
(3) S of A 16 knots.
(6) F.O.C.W.A.F. is requested to signal onward route from 
position G.
(7) Apart from shipwright raft only life saving equipment 
carried is one whaler. It is for consideration that ship should 
either join a homeward bound convoy or that other A/S protection 
be provided.
(C. in C. S.A. 1243C/16 to Admty.)

■tf-CORINTHIAN MIJDRECHT to be escorted to position (G) 010° S.
m s ®  w. lhv nnpTfjTHIAN, proceeding thence independen

GLENEARN Capetown departures GLENEARN at 0805Z/16 for 
U.K.
(2) Route A 029° S 015° E. B 026° S 014° E
' ' __ __ A  _____  ____________  _  _ _  n __

/0.19
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MOST SEcnfol O S \ meSaEsC R$ẑtth Nov, IN
From R. A. "West AiTicaT m e  17,11,42, Reed, 10 5b,

NAVAL CYPHER «M* BY W/T
Addressed Ships in Area *P# of South Atlantic Station South of 8 degs. North, Admiralty, G, in 0, South Atlantic N.0.I/C, Takoradi R,N,0, Lagos,
IMPORTANT

H,M, S. ST. ZENO, 6 trawlers, and convoy, off Freetown to 007 degs. 38* 014 degs. 10* thence 127 degs. 5£.F.S. COMMANDANT DROGOU ??005 degs.) 42’ 012 degs. 31* to Freetown 18,F.S. COMMANDANT DROGOU, F, S. COMMANDANT DETROYAT, H.M.S. MORRIS DANCE,3 M/L*s., with T.S. 24,002 degs. 30* 008 degs.40f 313 degs, 8 at 1959 17th,H.M.S/#KANI)AHAR, seriously damaged, escorting 004 dogs. 22’ 001 degs. 471 254 degs. Vi. /a./*,, !H.M. S.̂ -ASTURIAS,H.M. S. AM/IRANTHUS, (?on patrol) between 007 degs. 27’ (?025 degs.) 36’ and 004 dogs. 55* 029 degs. 01* (?I2*).*■*— >74*H.M.S. CORINTHIAN 002 degs. 05* Sputh (?096 degs.) 05*East 112 degs, 11, .(?X) P 552 008 degs. 10* South 001 degs. 05* East 153 degsy#
1147Z/17.

Advance copy sent Duty Capt. D.O.D. (F) D.T.D.
V. 0. M. S.
A.C.W.S. (H) f C.N.5. (F)(2) A.O.N. S.(T)N, A. 1st S.L. Capt, pim. D.O.D. (H)(2) D.O.P,. (,vj a)D. A/3. W ,T) 71 « 1 *  ̂o ii-V J , \ r , )
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MOST SECRETEGRET. M F. S S A ft 11497./1?most s:
From. F .0 .0 . West A frica

12th Nov, IN.
Date. 17.11.42. 
Reed. 1555.

NAVAL CYPHER (3) M. BY W/T.i -  '
Addressed.

pPQRTANT.
S ituation  Report.
KHYBER,14 30 19 59 to  12 02 20 01

thence 127 degs 10.
Neth. SUb. K.14,09 05 15 10 288 degs 

9 at 2000Z/17th. L—
H.M.S. TURCOMAN, about 15 05 38 15

100 degs B a r .
1149Z/17.

Advance copy Sent Duty Oapt. D.OJ), (F) D.D. 1.0,
V.C.N.S.A.O.N.S. (H)kMsW
D.D.1,0,D. of plans (2)
W D.
• r  v (o\-L ' 1 . ..
B.N.f.W)
Dj M .S .D,T.D '3)D.T. D. (M) D.T.D.(O).
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0.19. Re. A.S. Simonstown's 1642/24 Oct. and Comdr.

Supt. Simonstown's 1536/11 Nov. Concur sailing 
0.19 mid-December with one Diesel engine and two 

main electromotors. Concur with repair of damaged valcan 
clutch at Simonstown and propose to keep repaired clutch as 
spare for depot ship submarines COLOMBIA.
(D.N.L.O. BDZ, 1245/17 to Admty. (R) F.O.S.)

BRIDGEWATER Merchant shipping is proceeding south between 
ty^f 033° W and 035° W. Alter course as necessary 

t to locate and escort one ship as far south as
endurance permits, then proceed Freetown. Conform with route 
ship being escorted. Report P.C.S. after parting company. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 1256Z/17 to BRIDGEWATER, (r ) F.O.C.N.A. Admty.)

VEERHAVEN My 1426Z/16. Position VEERHAVEN when stink approx.
003° 40' S 030° W. Position of Captain's boat 
when picked up by destroyer 006° 11' S 033° 10' W. 
(R.0. Pernambuco 1259Z/17 to Admty.)

DESPATCH My 1333Z/8 Nov. para 1. Unless other orders 
received from Comsolantfor,DESPATCH is to return 
Pernambuco where boiler cleaning is to be 
completed. Report date completion.
(F.O.C.W.A. 1305Z/17 DESPATCH, ROTHERHAM (R)
C. in C. S.A. B.A.D. Escort W.S.24. Comsolantfor)

"R" Class
destroyers
endurance.

was 503 tons.

Fuel consumption figures of ROTHERHAM. Arrived 
Bahia with 31 tons of fuel remaining. 54 tons 
were expended between 0730Z/3 and 1800Z/3 in 
overtaking convoy in heavy weather.
From 1800Z/3 until arrival at 1100Z/15 expenditure 
Average revolutions 116, 12.9 knots.

Consumption per hour 1.79 tons. Convoy route from Azores 3680 
miles. Distance actually steamed by ROTHERHAM 3875 miles.
Based on this experience endurance figures for "R" Class 
destroyers as follows -
11 knots 4350 miles. 16 knots 4032 miles. 20 knots 3602 miles. 
24 knots 2730 miles.
(Capt. D.11 1415Z/17 to Admty.)

INDOCHINOIS SS. INDOCHINOIS not yet arrived. Last heard of
W.S.24. on 11th Nov. Ship using her call sign has

answered but gives no position. It is considered 
inadvisable to call her further.
2. Intend W.S.24 sail Thursday 19th unless 
otherwise ordered. Commodore concurs.
(Capt. D.11 1434Z/17 to Admty. Comsolantfor. (R) 
C. in C. S.A. R.A.W.A.)

/WEST POINT...
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WEST POINT.
South Atlantic -  Contd.
From position 0 proceed to new position Z 044° 00*
S 021° 00* E thence direct to rejoin your route 
in position R 031° 01’ S 049° 01' E. Chop noon 
G.M.T, 22nd Nov.
(C. in C. S.A. 14390/17 to U.S. ship WEST POINT (R) 
C. in C. E.F. Admty.)

Dakar. Incomplete cover of Dakar a.m. 17th. No change in major units.
(F.O.C.W.A. 1525Z/17 to N.C.X.F. etc.)

U/B. U.S. aircraft report sighting U-Boat in position 
5° 53' N 1° 10’ E at 1130/17. Course 142°. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 1544Z/17 to Admty.)

EAST 
INDIAN (sunk 
3 Nov.)

U.S. EAST INDIAN sunk hy 2 torpedoes at 1556/3 Nov. in 037° 23* S 013° 34* E. No distress message 
made, ship sank in 2 minutes.
2. 13 survivors including Chief Officer have 
been landed Capetown. 34 others adrift on 4
rafts for whom search is being made.
U-Boat was about 800 tons with ?  4.7 inch guns 
forward and aft of C/T and appeared new. 
(S.O.I. Capetown 1656C/17 to Admty. etc.)

R/C. Air R/C 16th Nov. shows Lome no ships. Cotonou 
two merchant vessels 4000 tons. Porto Novo two 
merchant vessels of 4000 tons and two of 3000 tons. 
(S. 0.(1.) Freetown 1731Z/17 to Adraty.)

Overdue
shipping.

KNUP TANGO (American) departed Capetown 5th Nov. 
for Durban sighted by aircraft in 34° 12* S 24° 
18' E at 1508Z/7 appears to be overdue.(C. in C. S.A. 1859C/16 to Admty. (R) N.C.S.O. 
Durban.)

Trawlers. Departure 17th Nov. MAGNOLIA, NORTHERN DAWN,*ST. ZENO, NORTHERN DUKE, COVENTRY CITY, SPANIARD,
CANNA. Q G B 136 Q G A 112. ^  (S.0.£[.) Freetown 1943Z/17 to Admty. etc. ) * - £ * * .

K. 14. Departure 17th Nov. Neth. Sub. K.14, Q J B 91. 
(S.0.(l.) Freetown 1959Z/17 to Admty. etc.)
W.D. Note:. To Philadelphia to refit.

U/B. Ref. A.M. A.G. (as reed.? A.F. intended) 036° 
30* S 032° 45* E.(C. in C. S.A. 1947 G.M.T./17 to Admty. B.A.M.S. 
Area 3C.)

SPHENE SPHENE has defective feed pumps now being towed
j -  J  _  j. / I B  A m  O  / l o t  HT A  0 « 0

h/s ii,. <c iLr< 03' W course 155° speed 6-g- knots.
1 (PORTSDOWN 2000Z/17 to R.A.W.A. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)



SECRET
HAhNING; This is  an uaparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate i t  to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

Addressed G.O.C. in  C. West A f r ic a .

Whole qu estion  o f  r e la t io n s  w ith  V ichy 
French row under 'urgent con s id e ra tion  in  
London as r e s u l t  developments in  North  A f r ic a .

Pending fu rth er in s tru c t io n s  you should 
continue p o lic y  o f  keep ing your fo r c e s  w ith in  
ex isu iiig  f r o n t ie r s .

Your w i l l  be s.ont f u l l  in fo rm ation  as 
soon as p o s s ib le .

M .I.3 .5 a *  17.
L .M .I . (A d m ira lty )
Hd. o f  W.R. A d m ira lty .
A .C .A .S . ( I )  (A ir  M in is tr y )
A .M .C .S. (A i r  M in is tr y )
F o re ign  O f f ic e  (Mr. Cavendish B en tick .

OUT
2000A/17 Nov omb o r

Date 17.11.42

I
Your 1/52218 o f 13 Nov

2000A/17

peed from  W .0.! 1410/18 November

W. 0 . C ir c u la t io n

yj m i -  t  u « U #

V .C .I .G .S .
b.M.O.

/po V ichy French 
A f r ic a .

♦

Br4 ̂  Ja’cob. (War Ca bine t  O f f  i  ce s . )
93 TOUCH (M .( 
P.ii. 8. (3)

ih  Sec.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

-^Algiers,

Mediterranean.
Situation report No.7.
a) 22 berths employed unloading (corrupt group) 
;tn nil. (c) no change, (d) no change.

) good officers accommodation fixed. Leave 
given. Behaviour good. (f) no change.
(g) My 1115/l6th negotiations continuing. 
Atmosphere satisfactory.
(Cdre. Algiers 0020A/17 to N.C.X.F. (r ) S.O.I.S.)

P.247. Important arrivals Bizerta probably today. 
Since enemy was attacked on line 240° from 
Marettimo yesterday new route may be used. 
Adjust your position as you think best keeping 
within 15 miles of Cani Rock.
(Capt. S. 10 0955A/17 to P.247 (r ) S/Ms on 
patrol.)

Situation 
Report 
No.13.
i-

' M L '

(1) Bougie-Bone area. Corrupt message from 
ALARM about survivors indicates loss of ALGERINE.
(2) F.O.I.S. reports at 1500/l5th Nov.
(A) Bone. Fighter straffing of aerodrome only. 
Three E/A shot down. French ships COLOMBIE

MARRAKECH and GALLIUM being escorted to Algiers.
(B) Bougie. Slight air activity on 14th Nov.*NARKUNDA hit by 
two bombs forward at 1720/14th Nov. off Cap Carbon and sunk four 
hours later. 211 survivors including Commodore and Master at
Algiers. *

'-4,(0; Algiers. 1000 U.S. Troops arrived from Oran in*R0YAL * J
- SCOTSMAN ancP^ROYAL ULSTER*&nd eight ships for Bougie and Bone 

v sailed with two M.M.S. for Bone and two trawlers for PhiMippe-
* ville. L.C.Ts arrived from west. QUEEN EMMA and P ^ s Ea TRIX

sailed with troops for Bougie. COWDRAY refloated and berthed.
(3) Sitrep No.12. Item 1. WELSHMAN returned to Algiers on 
account of weather. Item 4. No change. Item 5 have been 
ordered to berth at Mers-el—Kebir lOOO/lO.
(4) Oran. Ports of Arzeu Oran and Mers-el-Kebir operating. 
Blocked channel to inner harbour of Oran should be cleared 
today Tuesday. Sixteen berths in Mers-el-Kebir. Mostaganem 
clear but insufficiently protected at present.
(5) Gibraltar, 
prisoners from U.660"

ed p.m.
STARWORT’

[ov. with German 
from U-Boat ashore

near Cap Ivi after air attack. Cable ship MIRROR sailed 
Algiers a.m. 17th Nov. to connect Gibraltar with Algiers. 

■9C-ALMAACK due today Tuesday in tow. MARNE arrived in tow a.m.
(6) Casablanca. Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLi^ on_routfc from 
Gibraltar damaged by heavy explosion at about J^5/I6th Nov.

,:li tad ani
three attacks.
(N.C.X.F. 1025Z/17 to Admty.)

P.43,
+ PARTHIAN, 
^-P.37.

P.43 has withdrawn. Move with all despatch to 
establish identical patrol line 5 miles 180
from present positions. . .
(Capt. S. 10 1045A/17 to PARTHIAN, P.37 (r ) 
Submarines on Patrol.) /r/C
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UTMOST.
f a 'p t  if-

Mediterranean - contd.
P.R.U. Toulon 1320/16. No change Main Units.
Since 14/11 2 T.Bs arrived in Darse Vieille. 
Internal movements - Suffren class cruiser from 
Darse de Castigneau to Darse de Missiessey - 
1 G/T to dry dock.
P.R.U. Genoa 1245/16. One destroyer, 2 submarines, 
ROMA/^AUGUSTUS, 25 merchant ships and one tanker. 
(D.D.I.G. 1144A/17 to C. in G. Med etc.)* .

Sailed.
(V.A. Malta 1219A/17.)

Bougie.

Black Sea.

Situation report (?today) SS URLANA sails with 
ZETLAND at 1900A/l7th. . I v/
( A )  DERWENT HALL. r
(B) CITY OF. NORWICH.
(C) ARTEMI S/.7ARD.
(D) OCEAN VISTA and (E) EVIVA unloading.Anticipated 
dates of completion p.m.
(A) 23rd, (B) 20th, (C) 21st, (D) 21st, (E) 18th. 
Enemy aircraft dropped two torpedoes at dusk 16th. 
No damage or casualty. 20 survivors ex**NARKUNDA 
taking passage in URLANA.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie 1229A/17 to F . O . I . S . ) ^ ^ . ^ ^

at
1. Naval. German tanker OSSAG torpedoed off 
Cape Karazenu; ship returned to Istanbul under 
own power.
(B) Enemy anti-sub. patrol on Sulina - Odessa
route.

2. Enemy using large numbers of aircraft on Quidapamo Front in 
determined effort to make (?some) advance: all attacks stopping
and Russians counter attacking. Nov. 15 70 aircraft attacked
/T---?(:) damage to property considerable but no (?damage to^
divert - port installations hit. Russians taking advantage of 
relaxing of enemy air activity on Novorossisk Naval Base to 
make important local advances either side of the Atain River and 
have occupied south east part of Neberdjaevckaya.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 1237C/17 to Admty. etc.) / as cyphered.

■g/g Am over enemy sub. in 36.50 N. 2.25 E. 0;,as on
sunk. surface when first sighted on course 070 estimated
1/1 1 , speed 10 knots.
i C Z ' n . ^ y . ) U / C  Call Sign TXGCL 1255/17 to Gib.)

~ 7 Have attacked enemy with depth charges and estimate :wo 
hits. Result of attack, disabled on surface.

(A/C C/S TXCC Duty Z 1320Z/17 to GiD.)A/C’s message 1320. S/M torpedoed and sunk by Albacore fiom 
FORMIDABLE. Walrus from Algiers picking up 2 To.en
survivors; ^  1?25z/l7 to N.G.X.F. (R) F.O. Inshore Sqdn.

Gdre. Algiers, F.O.C.N.A.)

/U/B ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

757
17.11.1942.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS,

U/B.
Mediterranean - contd.
P.R.U. reports submarine dived in 034° 52* N. 
019° 43’ E. at 1115A/l7th.
(V .A . Malta 1244A/17 to 0. in C. Med.,
F.O.G. 15th C.S.)

P.42,
j j - p  0 :17

^PARTHIAN, 
Enemy Convoy.

■ ** L.HSi

Enemy Units. P.C. and S. of enemy 4 destroyers 38° 12* N.
11° 42’ E. 085° 15 knots.
(A/C T6M Duty G. 1307/17 to Hal Far.)

1 merchant ship, 2 destroyers 033° 50’ N. 017° 04’ E. 
course 220° 10 knots at 0940A/l7th.

(Capt. S. 10, 1323A/17 to*P0RP0ISE, P.212, P.46.)
*

After dark tonight P.42 move through 038° 06’
011° 42’ to position 360° Caoe San Vito 4 miles. 
At 0001/18th PARTHIAN and P.37 move to establish 
patrol line in position 360° 7 and 14 miles 
respectively from P.42.
(Capt. S. 10 1352A/17 to P.42, P.37, PARTHIAN,
(r ) Subs on Patrol.)

Cancel my 1352. Steer 45° submerged using available 
speed considering you required shadow convoy tonight. 
Instructions follow.

(Capt. S. 10 1438A/17 to PARTHIAN (R) Subs on patrol.)
R/C shows 3 large merchant ships entered Palermo 1000 today 

4 destroyers arriving now. Consider ships will sail for 
Bizerta after dark, either 2 convoys of about 14 and 10 knots 
or all at 10 knots. Fastest most important. PARTHIAN move 
to be down moon off Gallo as early as possible to shadow and 
report throughout night. P.42 move with all despatch to 038°
15’ 012° 00’. Submarines on enemy’s route have freedom of 
action from patrol positions at right angles to enemy's line 
of advance and may follow and repeat attack if speed allows.
No submarine to be attacked. Target justifies full salvo. 
PARTHIAN may only attack when considers P.247 has sufficient 
information. WELSHMAN passes from 038° 05’ 011° 55’ to B 
between 0100 and 0230 18th. Convoy vitally important. Good 
luck.

(Capt. S. 10 1620A/17 to Subs on patrol (R) N.C.X.F.
C..in C. Med.)
My 1620. R/C shows Tunis entrance clear, anticipate convoy 

after passing position of P.221 may turn towards Zembra or 
divide for both Dorts. Patrol vicinity 37.29 10.37.
(Capt. S. 10 1701A/17 to P.247 (R) SWMS on patrol.)

My 1950Z/16th, shipping protection signal.
Para. D. 2 L.C.T. escorted by one M.L. leaving 
Algiers 1400Z/l7th and will be off Bougie at 
0400Z/18th proceeding Jijelli. Codeword 
Tudor. Speed 8 knots. Request fighter protectio 

2 from dawn tomorrow V/ednesday.
Convoy T.E.3 A will now leave Algiers 0530Z/18th 

eastbound 8 knots. Estimated position 1800Z/l8th 360 Cap 
Carbon 15 miles and at 0600Z/I9th off Philippeville. Codeword 
Poppy. Request fighter protection priority 2. N
(Cdre. Algiers 1352Z/17 to A.O.C. Eastern Air Command (R) R.A.F. 
Maison Blanche, R.A.F. Bone, R.A.F. Jijelli, S.O.I.S., R.A.F. 
Blida, N.O.I.C. Bone, N.O.I.C. Bougie.)

L.C.Ts. 
T.E.3 A.

priority 
Para. E.

/P.222
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Mediterranean - contd.
Submarine situation in Western Mediterranean 
at 2000Z/l7th November.
(i) P.222 38.02 N. 00.28 W. diving by day, 24- 
knots on surface, by night 11 knots, proceeding 

5 miles off Spanish coast to Gibraltar to arrive 1000/l9th. 
(ii) P.51 39.28 N. 00.52 E. diving by day 2-g- knots, on surface 
by night 8 knots, through 39.15 N. 00.28 E. thence 5 miles off 
Spanish coast to Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 1402Z/17 to Area G.)

P.222,
P.51.

Inshore ROYAL SCOTSMAN and ROYAL ULSTERMAN are to form
Sqdn. part of inshore squadron until personnel ex

K.M.F.3 have been moved forward! Large 
personnel ships are not to proceed further east 
than Algiers under present circumstances.
(N.C.X.F. in AURORA 1431Z/17 to F.O. Inshore 
Squadron, (r ) Cdre. Algiers, A.F.H.Q. (London) 
N.C.X.F. Admty.)

^ ROYAL ULSTERMAN and*R0YAL SCOTSMAN will be sailed from 
Algiers at 2130Z tomorrow Wednesday. E.T.A. Bougie 0500Z/I9th.

(F.O. Inshore Squadron 1824Z/17 to N.O.I.C. Bougie.)
*  ! > , j s s -  (  . T t y )

WELSHMAN, 1. WELSHMAN expected to pass through position
information. (B) 037° 49’ N. 011° 44’ E. at about 0215A/I8th

thence slightly south of S/M route to (E) and is 
then to steer 158° until dawn to clear S/Ms.

2. P.45 and P.48 pass through 036° 10’ N. 014° 00' E. at 
0600A/18th course 148° 9 knots.
3. UTMOST will pass through 037° 00’ N. 015° 27’ E. at 0300A/l8t 
thence through (e ) and dive at dawn through Q.B.B.
4. P.43 pass through 038° 00’ N. 011° 44’ E. at 0130A/l8th 
and is not to approach position (B) before 0300A when WELSHMAN 
should have passed.
5. P.43, P.45, P.48 have no torpedoes.
6. E-Boats are very likely to be operating in vicinity of route 
during dark hours.
7. Gozo light will be shown from 0400A/I8th.
(V.A. Malta 1435A/17 to WELSHMAN (R) N.C.X.F. etc.)
See also 1752A/17.

ALBARO. My 1535C/16. ALBARO entered Aegean 8.45 G.M.T.
(Italian) (?Nov.)l7th. Course W. North of Lemnos.

Escorted by 2 destroyers and 2 aircraft.
(S.0.(1.) Istanbul 1455C/17 to S.O.CE.) Med. (r )
S.l., D.N.I.)

THRASHER, Following is a repetition of my 1700/l5th. ̂  T.
TRAVELLER. THRASHER and TRAVELLER sailed. Ratings embarked

for passage to U»K., Malta and Gibraltar as 
follows (Details).
(Capt. S.l 1459B/17 to F.O.S. (R) V.A. Malta 
etc.)

/R/C ...
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™  A ddiuasodi- The War O ff ic e  (Pass to  A ir  M in istry) #
Repeated, B r it ish  Array i t a f f  Washington (Personal f o r  F,M«D111)* 
6 , in 0 . India (pers onal f o r  G en,W avell), 0* in 0, 
Mediterranean* G*0,c# in 0* Bgypt, G, in 0* P e rs ia /Ira q ,

• (Personal f o r  QokuW U s n o ).,  LJI.Q* Melbourne. (Personal fo r  
Gen. Blarney)* C.G*~i. Nov/ Zealand (pe rsonal fo r  Gen* Put t id e ) ,  
G .G .i. Couth A fr ica  (Personal fo r  F.M. Smuts)*

140;^

0/70570 cipher 293036, 17th Nov*
0 03 i t  rep No, 595 Part Two* Air*

1* Night 15/15 Nov, Bnorny a ircraft dropped bcxnbs
and maohine-gunnod in Tobrulc-Gambut area without oausing 
damage. Hurricanes up, but no intorooptlms#' •
3, 16 NoV, A ll operations severely hampered by la? cloud,
3, Fighters operated against targets in Benghazi area.

No imports available, Shipping patrols al3o carried out in 
Bardia and Matruh areas,
4* Hurrioanoa shot down a reoonnaisaanoe JTJ,00 o f f
Pert daid,
5, Fighter Squadrons were due to  move up to Martuba,
but move was postponed owing to waterlogged condition landing- 
grounds, 3nd of message* A ll in f owned,.

T .0 .0 . N il,
Reed, from W,0* a t >1750/17,

e ,  of* d« , 0*1 »G• iJ* , V, 0* I.G* 3* ,
B»M#0*j B«p*( 3 o p i e s ) , ,
B»B«M*0*(o) (li) • , A• 0 .1 ,5 ,5 ,
B .M .I. . D*B*M. I .  ( I) (F ) . ,
M .I.2  (1  cop y ), 3 ,5b, 14,
«o • s* • v # p u#i• j?• p
Buty Captain (Admiralty).,
Nuty O ff ic e r  (Neper Admy.War Room),, 
Hd, of War,Reg, (Adm iralty)1, ,
/•mM• C# ■ j . (A ir  Min, ( ) c wo xes )* ,
B rig, B. I . G • Jaoob. (0 abin 51 0 f f i  oes)

(15 c o p ie s ) .
Cabinet War R.)jm,
>4, o f, ;3* Foreign O ffice .

*AU »  j X  «'-UCO p

1st L erd ,;
1 s t  0,4% ( 3 ) ,

4th o*Ii.
C .IT *A,!.i* 
V .C .N .C .
A .  C .N .d . ( F ) ( 2 ) .
IT* A . 1 s t  o * X>*
D.O .D . ( H ) ( 2 ) .
B .  0 .B * ( F H 2 ) ,  
B ,B , I*G . (  2 ) .
B« ef .  (o )  * 
Buty Capt, (2 ).

lid , of M* 
ak*0*N »A. i-« 
B ,N . I . ( 4 ) ,
I ,P ,(3 ),
B*P*B*

W*QtQir o ,

B*li *i.«B* 
B*it. C# B*
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean -,contd.

il) Sousse photographed 17th entrance "blocked.2] Tunis photographed 17th.
A) block ship removed Lagoulette Channel now 
usable.
(B) Merchant ship about 2000 tons arrived since 
14th.
(3) Bizerta not seen bad weather.
(4) Palermo (a ) 0855 17th 3 liners 11,000, 7,000 
and 3000 tons.
(B) At sea off Ustica one liner 7,000, one 
merchant ship 2,000 heading Palermo.
(V.A. Malta 1526A/17 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F. 
(R) Admty. etc.)
For holders of Mediterranean War Memoranda M.W.M. 
98. Western Desert convoy route Derna to 
Benghazi.
(a) Seaward route, amend position Blow 032° 59’ 
022° 56’. Add positions
Contention (as received)/-(?033°) 20' 022° 30’.
Mist 033° 07’ 020° 47’.
Rain 032° 43’ 020° 04'.
Mist, End of Benghazi searched channels (b) add to 
inshore route (?but) is not to be used until M/S 
operations are completed, positions 
Chop 032° 59’ 022° 12’.
Egg 032° 59’ 021° 39’.
Pork 032° 49’ 021° 04'.
Loaf 032° 30’ 020° 19'.
Storm. End of Benghazi searched channel.
(? C. in C. Med. 1625B/17 to S. & A. Med. Stn.)

/ (HAIL intended?)
My 1447 (N.T. in W.D.) Intend to make 22 knots 
in order to join you at 1100 tomorrow 18th.
(Capt. D.14 1631B/17 to C.S.15 (r ) C. in C. Med,
R.A. Alexandria.)

N.C.X.F. 1644A/ 4 Nov. (2) SHI ANT arrived, M.Ls 
480, 483 arrived for repairs: ROUSAY, JURA and
2 M.Ls left for Arzeu.
(F.O.I.C. Oran 1700/17 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F.)

Darlan has suggested that French naval officers 
and merchant seamen now interned in England might 
be used in due course for service in North 
Africa. Proposal is forwarded for consideration. 
(N.C.X.F. 1713Z/17 to Admty.)

/Situation ...



MOST SECRET.

760
17.11.1942.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - contd.
Bone. Convoy T.E.3 and escort arrived a.ra. 
today without casualties. Port War Signal 
Station is established.
Philippeville. Convoy T.E.3 (A) will sail from 
Algiers to arrive daylight 19th Nov. with 5 

store ships, 2 trawlers, 2 M.Ls escorted by 2 destroyers during 
day allocated.
Bougie. Approx. 32 survivors from ALGERINE. No further 
details yet.
Algiers (z) 2 landing craft tanks with R.A.F. vehicles and 
stores escorted by 1 M.L. sailed for Jijelli today. 4 will 
sail tomorrow for Bone via Jijelli. QUEEN EMMA, PRINSES 
BEATRIX continue Algiers - Bougie troop ferrying tonight.
(?Aircraft) reports enemy S/M (W.D.Note.- Presumably U.331) 
on surface surrendered 30 miles north west of Cape Caxine at 
15(?20)A today. Destroyer has been sent. Local defence. 
Smoke screening (?organisation) complete. Have now full 
French co-operation for A/A defence, coast batteries and naval 
ordnance repair. EMPIRE GAT, EMPIRE SPINNEY must remain 
pending establishment of armament depot for which no suitable 
building yet found. Local ammunition supply temporarily 
satisfactory since arrival of JACINTH.
(F.O.I.S. 1730/17 to N.C.X.F.)

War Diary.

Situation
Report
1500/l7th.
L - w  $

Algiers-
Bone
Traffic
Routes.

To avoid encounters between own forces in 
dark hours eastbound traffic is to be routed 2 to 
5 and ?/estbound 7 to 10 miles off all salient 
points between Algiers and Bone. Important 
fast ships and convoys should be routed through 
numbered positions well off shore in both 
directions.
(F.O. Inshore Sqdn» 1750A/17 to Cdre. Algiers, 
N.O.I.C. Bone, N.O.I.C. Bougie, N.O.I.C. 
Philippeville (R) N.C.X.F. etc.)

Dispositions. Brief situation report for area west of Algiers
2000Z/l7th. S/Ms excepted.
(1) T.E.4 (a) 035° 49' N. 003° 05' W. to Oran 
10 knots.

(2) OPPORTUNE and BULLDOG 037° 27' N. 000° 12' W. through 
76.3 to Gibraltar 20 knots.
(3) AURORA, WISHART, ANTELOPE 036° 55' N. 002° 57’ E. through 
12 76 3 to Gibraltar 17 knots.
(4) E.T.l leaves Algiers p.m. 17th through 100 31 2.
(N.C.X.F. 1731Z/17 to S. & A. Area G.)

l^PORPCISE,
enemy.

Expect aircraft to pass eastwards over you at 
about 2200 to attack enemy expected 20 miles from 
your position. After attack 2 flares will be 
(?dropped) over (?enemy) (?at) 10 (?minute) 
intervals to indicate his course. Target 
justifies full salvo. Result of air strike will 
be rebroadcast to you.
(Capt. S. 10 1744A/17 to PORPOISE.)

/WELSHMAN • • •
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Mediterranean - contd.
Concentration of shipping Palermo may move to 
Bizerta tonight. S/Ms have been directed to 
intercept and chase and H.M.S. PARTHIAN ordered 
to shadow and report. Her report will he 
broadcast for your benefit.

(2) Expect 4 destroyers now approaching Palermo will provide 
0 3 Q  OX* "fc •
(V.A. Malta 1752A/17 to WELSHMAN (R) N.C.X.F. in AURORA, F.O. 
Inshore Squadron, Cdre. Algiers.)

War Diary.

-) WELSHMAN, 
information.

L.

Algiers
Oil
Stocks.

Oil Fuel stocks remaining 11,000 tons v/hich will 
last about 10 days at present expenditure. 
Request oilers with furnane and diesel in order 
that stocks ashore may be built up.
(Cdre. Algiers 1811A/17 to N.C.X.F. (r ) 
F.O.C.N.A.)

P.35. Indications you were sighted at about 1330 today 
Withdraw to patrol close to East of Ustica. 
(Capt. S.10 1814A/17 to P.35.)

Torpedoes 
for Malta.

My 1935 (?3rd) Sept. Request torpedoes sent 
by submarine transport may be only submarine 
torpedo 21-inch for the present.
(V.A. Malta 1824A/17 to C. in C. Med. (R) 
Capt. (S) 1, F.O.C.N.A.)

Malta Air MS.4590. I. 112 17 Nov. C.S.R. Night 16/17 Nov.
Report. 2030 hrs. One Beaufighter up for raids which

turned back before reaching Malta.
Day 17th Nov. 6 Spitfires sorties have been 

made in armed R/C patrols against axis shipping and transport 
aircraft in the Lampedusa Linosa area but no sightings were 
made. Continuing rain storms made further flying impossible 
and rendered 2 aerodromes unserviceable.
(A.H.Q. Malta 1836/17.)

Photographs
WELSHMAN,

r/C. Afternoon visuals.
(i) Naples Messina cloud.
(ii) Taranto 3 battleships.
(iii) Tripoli (Libya) one cruiser, 
later.
(V.A. Malta 1837A/17 to C. in C. Med. 
etc.)

My 1837/I7th, Tripoli (Libya), photographs, 5 destroyers, 
one torpedo boat, 12 F.boats, 6 medium merchant ships unloading
no cruisers. „ ^(Y.A. Malta 2125A/17 to C. in C. Med. 142, C.S.15, (R) 

Admty., F.O.C.N.A. N.C.X.F., S.O. Force K.)

/Landing ...
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Mediterranean - contd.

Sailing 12 L.C.M. and up to 12 L.C.A. for Bone 
after dark tomorrow Wednesday. The craft are to 
lie up during daylight at either Collo or 
Philippeville. Sailing is to he postponed if 
there is any doubt about weather conditions. 

Sufficient stores are to be embarked for 7 days in addition to 
all spare parts. A beaching party together v/ith their stores 
and equipment is also to be embarked.
N.O.I.C. Bougie is to inform Collo or Philippeville and Bone 
at what time craft may be expected.
Officer i/C party is to report to Col. Glendenning in addition 
to N.O.I.C. on arrival at Bone.
(S.O. Inshore Sqdn. 1842Z/17 to N.O.I.C. Bougie (r ) N.O.I.C. 
Bone, N.O.I.C. Philippeville.)

Landing 
Craft for 
Bone.

T.E.3.A. My 1849 part 2 final (W.R. Note. Part 2 only
received. Message not addressed Admiralty.)
(B) Convoy T.E.3 A eastbound 8 knots departed 

Algiers 0530Z/I8th estimated position at 1800Z/l8th 000° Cape ? 
15 miles and at 0600Z/I9th off Philippeville. Codeword "Poppy". 
Request fighter protection priority 2.
(C) 2 L? C.T. escorted by one M.L. leaves Algiers 1400Z/l7th 
and will be off Bougie at 0400Z/l8th,proceed Jijelli, codeword 
"Tudor", speed 8 knots. Request fighter protection 2 from dawn. 
(Cdre. Algiers 1849A/17 to ? ROBERTS.)

URLANA, Sailed at 1900A/17th SS URLANA in company
ZETLAND. ZETLAND (corrupt group) speed 10 knots E.T.A.

Algiers 0700A/I8th. This ship has no 
recognition signals.
(N.C.S.O. Bougie 1903Z/17 to N.C.S.O. Algiers 
(R) F.O. Inshore Squadron, N.O.I.C. Bougie.)

Request you will sail convoy T.E.5 at 2200Z/18th 
Nov. routed through 28.73 61 (?92) 39 100.
(2) Almeira*section BRANDSLAND escorted by BLEAN 
part company in position (?22). On arrival at 

destination BLEAN proceeds to overtake convoy.
(3) Oran portion SHUNA, OUSEL, ZAAN, MAMMY, KROMAN, SELVIK,
H.M.S. BLEAN, LANCASTER, and Y/ELLS, part company in position 2 (?K) 
Escort take Oran section to entrance to searched channel then 
proceed to overtake convoy. My 2014/l7th part 2 follows. 

(N.C.X.F. 1929Z/17 to ? F.O.C.N.A. (R) Force I, Oran, Cdre., 
Algiers etc.) * (? Algiers)
Note: Part one only received. Admiralty not in address.

Convoy
T.E.5.

Movements. Position. Arrivals. From Orari*AUR ORA,* WISH ART, 
_ from Bougie WHEATLAND, LAMERTON, QUEEN EMMA, 

pRINSES BEATRIX. Departures to eastward 
WELSHMAN. To Gibraltar,^AURORA j* 'WISHART, 

-^ANTELOPE. To Ji;)elli,M.L.444 escorting L.C.T. 
135 and 160. To Bougie, QUEEN EMMA, PRINSES 
BEATRIX. , .
(Cdre. Algiers 1950Z/17 to Admty., (R) N.C.X.F. 
S.O. Inshore Squadron.)

/Landing ...
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L anding
Craft
Bougie.

Mediterranean - eontd.

Landing craft serviceable at Bougie are 16 
L.C.M., 7 L.C.A. and 12 L.C.P. 12 L.C.M. 
and 4 L.C.A. are now ready for onward passage. 
These craft are (?carrying) stores and equipped 
for the passage to Bone and 10 to 14 days operat
ion requirements. 4 L.C.P. can also be made 
available if required. Clothing and equipment 
of crews is being made partly from Army supplies 
as rapidly as possible.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie 2059A/17 to F.O. Inshore Sqdn.)

Position, course and speed of enemy (1 merchant 
vessel, 2 destroyers) are 33.09 N. 15.00 E.
290° 8 knots.
(Med. A/C R 7SY 2114/17.)

Have attacked enemy (in 33° 9’ N. 15° O’ E.) with 
torpedoes and estimate one hit.

(Aircraft using Call sign U5LA 2215A/17.)
PORPOISE advised.
(Capt. S.10 0022A/18.)

Enemy
Units.

rH?URBIILENT. Leave patrol for Malta after dark 18th Nov.
direct for position A (? at) 0500A/20th and 
R/V with sweepers at end of searched channel 
at 1330A/21st.
(Capt. S. 10, 2124A/17 to TURBULENT (r ) Sub
marines on Patrol, C. in C. Med., Capt. (S) 1.)

P.228. 
STURGEON, 

^TURBULENT, 
TRIBUNE.

Following sector patrols are established off 
Naples all bearings from summit of Vesuvius 
(A) 256° to 235° (B) 225° to 210° (C) 200° to 
160°. Sectors are allocated as follows:
A) p.228. 
b ) STURGEON.
.C) TURBULENT until 1800A/l8th, H.M.S. TRIBUNE 

after 0600A/l9th. S/Ms should not penetrate inshore of line 
joining follovring point, Imperatore Carena and Campanella. 
(Capt. S. 10 2132A/17 to P.228, STURGEON, TRIBUNE, TURBULENT, 
(R) S/Ms on patrol, N.C.X.F., C. in C. Med. Capt. (S) 8.)

Bone. Situation (?Bone) No.8.
(a) 22 berths employed.
(b) Nil. (c) No change. (dl No change.
(e) Nil. (fj No change, (g) My 1115/16, 
anticipate decision tomorrow.
(? Cdre. Algiers 2155/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O. 
Inshore Squadron.)

/Mers-el-Kebir ..
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Following are Port Captain's proposals.
(A) Berths for 4 heavy ships as follows (Details)
(B) Cruisers and destroyers s t e m  to Fort Mefords- 
El-Kebir Quay or cruisers in alternative heavy 
ship berths.(C) It will be necessary for destroyers to oil 
at Oran. Details will be signalled.

(D) Wreck of French Battleship BRETAGNE extending in direction 
240° approx. 1.5 cables from chart position wreck is marked by 
black conical buoy.(ASHANTI 2147A/17 to S.O. Force H. (R) F.O.I.C. Oran,S.N.O. 
Mers-El-Kebir.)

War Diary.

Mers-El-Kebir,
Ok an, 
berthing.

UTMOST. Heavy on patrol unable to make passage (?as far
. as) B B (?dash) day 18th. Intend to make for

P  position 20 (corrupt group) South of position E
and make passage day 19th.
(UTMOST 2211A/17 t0 Capt. (S) 10, (R) C. in C. 
Med. P.43, N.C.X.F.)

WILLOWDALE,
Algiers.

WILLOWDALE unloaded. Request further collier(s) 
be sailed in order to build up stock.
(Cdre. Algiers 2215A/17 to N.C.X.F. (R) V.A. 
Gibraltar.)

Operation Request you will signal your plan for "Stoneage".
"Stoneage" What is the composition of forces and timetable?

(Admty. 2229A/17 to C. in C. Med.
Reply: C. in C. Med. 1050B/18t fo. Sol.
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East Indies.

> BENGAL, 
/ raider 
attack.

BENGAL reports raider which escaped was of 
Kunika(?an)a Maru class.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Garcia 03392/17 to G. in G. E.F.
F.O. Ceylon, (R) A.C.N.B., F.O.C.R.I.N.} 

Following has been received (begins) F.O. Geylon (r )
G. in G. E.F. from BENGAL. Arrival Diego Garcia 0212Z/17. 
Request 48 hours at 4 hours notice for steam to effect engine 
repairs T.0.0. 0251Z/17 (ends) Approval has been given.

(F.O. Ceylon 06392/17 to KANIMBLA, A.G.N.B., Gdre. 
Western Australia.) <

Shipping, 
Bay of 

Bengal.
Your 1758/lOth. Am satisfied after consultation 
with M.W.T. representative that present volume 
of shipping (?is) adequate to meet essential 
programmes. Matter is kept continuously under 
review (?by) consultation with M.W.T. and will 
be discussed with Anglo-American Commission due 
here shortly.
(F.O.C.R.I.N. 04452/17 to F.O. Ceylon (r )
Admty. etc.)

0*24. 0.24 patrolling 25th Oct. to 16th Nov. 1st Nov.
R* of P. 0400 F.G. attacked northbound merchant ship about

4000 tons in 006° 39’ N. 098° 49’ E. Torpedoes 
missed. 3rd Nov. 1 small coastal vessel about 

1500 tons left Penang Northbound. 6th Nov. 0650 F.G. sighted 
southbound ship approx. 7000 tons resembling Japanese Seaplane 
Tender KAMIKAWA but with only 1 mast forward. 0721, 0.24 
attacked with 2 torpedoes range 2000 yards. 2nd torpedo broke 
surface badly. Torpedoes missed. Position of attack 005° 36' 
N. 099° 44' E. Ship last seen proceeding southwards. 3 S/M 
chasers sighted on patrol on 8th up to 30 miles westward of 
Penang ship (sic) 11th Nov. 1 small coastal vessel sighted 
close to Diamond Point westbound and 1 eastbound. No aircraft 
or patrol sighted near Sabang.
(Colombo S.O.S. 0627Z/17 to C. in C. E.F., F.O. Ceylon.)

ONDINA,
.situation 
7 ( attacked 
with BENGAL.)

J*yiL

BENGAL, MARYBOROUGH, IPSWICH and (?ER)LING BROVIG 
are to remain at Diego Garcia until situation 
regarding ONDINA is clear. Ammunition to be 
adjusted between the three*A.M.S. (as received. 
Possibly ‘'Three H.M.S" intended) MARYBOROUGH 
pass to N.O.I.C. Diego Garcia.
(C. in C. E.F. 0640Z/17, 0649Z/17 to MARYBOROUGH, 
(r ) KANIMBLA, F.O. Ceylon, N.O.I.C. Diego Garcia, 
BENGAL, Cdre. Western Australia, Admty.)

? L«* M L./l *-~4. W/jk -
SEPIA,
BRITISH

ENERGY.

M.W.T. require tanker SEPIA and BRITISH ENERGY 
for docking at Bombay. SEPIA will be sailed from 
Mauritius for Bombay at end of this month, E.T.A. 
about 13th Dec. BRITISH ENERGY will probably 
arrive Bombay towards end of December. Request 
you will arrange docking accordingly.
(C. in C. E.F. 0707Z/17 tp D.S.R. Bombay (R)
Cdre. R.I.N. etc.)

/B.P.60 ...
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133UZ/l7th November.

MOST SECRET. MESSAGE.

From, C .in  C. Eastern F le e t .  

In t ,  Gen. (X )

Date. 17.H-.U2. 

Reed, 1037

IN

RECIRCULATIOlv-

Addressed. F .O .C .R .I.N . Repeated F .L .O . D e lh i. A»H ,QoIndia 
A dm ira lty . Comnas. Ceylon. R. A.N. A. S-, 1 .0 .

25
1, Your 09U5Z/5/H Subject to  con firm ation  from A.K„Q0 
In d ia  that the requirements fo r  the defence o f  P o rt "F"
(P  fo r  fo x ) g iven  in  my 081+2 Z/15 and the F .A .A . requirem ents' 
g iven  in  F .L .O . D e lh i’ s 0235Z/7/10 (n e ith e r  to  a l l  addressees) 
can be met by one aerodrome, I  have no o b je c t io n  to  work 
be ing stopped on the aerodrome at Chela.

2, C onsidera tion  should, however, bo g iv en  to  the com pletion 
o f  th is  aerodrome as a s a t e l l i t e  fo r  Khambaliya or fo r  
re in forcem ents in  emergency.

133UZ/17

1st Lord 
1st SAL. (2 ) 
D .F ,SeL.
2nd S„L. 
3rd 3tL* 
V ice Cont. 
1+th S .L. 
C .N .A .3 . 
V .C .N .S . 
A .C .N .S .
A. C.N. S.
A 
A
C i v i l  Lord 
Sec.
Nav, Geo.

l.C .N . Sc iW) 
l.C .N .S .(I I )

F ) (2 )
TJT)

Duty C a p t.(2 ) 
I . P . (2)
W.Dj
A .tf.N .A . S. 
H d .o f A ir  
D.N. A. D.
D.N.I.(U)
D. A.M.
D .o f P . (2 )
D. A.M. R.
D. o f N.
Hydrog
Hd. o f  II. (  30)

N . A . t o  A . G . N . S . ( U T ) D . P . S .
N . A . l s t  S . L . M. D. G.
P . A . S . ( S ) C . E . i n  C.
N . A . 2 n d  S . L .  ( 2 ) D. A .  3 .  (  L )
N . A . 2nd  S . L . ( A i r ) W .G .F .
P . A . S . ( O ) H d . o f  C .W ,
A . S . ( C L ) Hd .  o f  N
D . o f  L . D , D. T . 3.  D.
D0 0 . D. ( h )  ( 2 ) A d .  B o l l a i r s
D o O . D . ( F ) ( 2 ) D e p .  C o n t ,
D. T .  D. (  3 ) C . E . i n  C.
D . B . D . D. o f  D.
D .A / S .W . E . i n  C.
D .M .S . E . i n  G . (F M B )
D .T .M . R . I . N . L . O . ( 2 )  

H d . o f  So W. R .  
D. A .  3.

& fo r  In d ia  O f f ic e  
(M r.C lausen ) War O ff ic e , 
.Air M inis t  r y , W, 0 ,0 . 
Treasury (h r .F le e t )

Bath by 
courier,
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KANIMBLA.

East Indies - contd.
/ T w « W ;

DEVONSHIRE sailed from Bombay 16th Nov. for 
Basra, E.T.A. 1900/22nd. Numbers on "board. 
DEVONSHIRE, ELLBNGA and YOMA all required in 
Bombay on completion of discharge.
(P.S.T.O. India 0825Z/17 toD.S.T.O. P.G.)

/V T. k . V. DCmdre. W. Australia 0249Z and 0151Z/17. V.7. ̂  
KANIMBLA is to return to Fremantle forthwith. 
She will not he required to escort convoy O.W. 
(C. in 0. E.F. 0914Z/17 to KANIMBLA (R) F.O. 
Ceylon, Cmdre. W. Australia, A.C.N.B.)
See also Australia and New Zealand. f t ' j ' j ' L

Addu Atoll 
defences.

Master of cable ship JOHN W. MACKAY reports 
having completed laying out diversion cable 
in close proximity of route as directed. Only 
150 miles of type "D" cable expended. Details. 
(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll 1201 Z/17 to F.O. Ceylon.)

BENGAL,
IPSWICH,
MARYBOROi TGH.

After fuelling BENGAL, ERLING BROVTG is to 
proceed at best speed for Bombay for dry docking. 
H.M.S. IPSWICH is to escort her clear of Diego 
Garcia and then proceed to Kilindini. On 
completion of BENGAL'S repair, BENGAL and H.M.A.S. 
MARYBOROUGH are to proceed in company as directed 
by F.O. Ceylon.
(C. in C. E.F. 0935Z/17 to F.O. Ceylon (r )
Admty., F.O.C.R.I.N., N.O.I.C. Diego Garcia, 
MARYBOROUGH, IPSWICH.)

’’Chop" dates. The following "Chop" dates have been arranged 
with C. in C. S.A. for independent Merchant 
Shipping routed on to S.A. Station and are to be 
brought into force on receipt of this order.

(A) For ships routed West of Madagascar. At noon G.A.T. on date 
ship should cross (?latitude) 020° South.
(B) For ships routed East of Madagascar. At noon G.M.T. on date 
ship should cross Meridian 045° East.
(C. in C. E.F. 1252Z/17 to A.I.G. 90, F.O.N.I.C.)

M/V Ref. your 1712C/16 Nov.
Reference 1. Para.l. Agree but consider Lourenco Marques
Positions. should be retained.

2. Para. 2. All positions in my 1232/9 Nov. 
were approved by Admty. 1526A/4 November (?and) 
period changed by Admty. 2335/15 Sept.
3. It is not intended to amend my 1232/9 Nov. 
until further Admiralty instructions are received. 
(C. in C. E.F. 1254Z/17 to C. in C. S.A. (R)
Admty.)

Flag
V.A.2.

Flag of V.A.2 Eastern Fleet will be transferred 
temporarily from RESOLUTION to VALIANT at 0800 
19th Nov.
(V.A.2 Eastern Fleet 1504C/17 to C. In C. E.F.etc.)
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Reports 
from M/Vs.

America and West Indies.

Your 2047/12. The reduction in number of 
reports would naturally be to the extent of the 
proportion of ships who are not ahead or astern 
of estimate.

(2) Our experience is that reports are valuable, particularly 
in North Atlantic, for purpose of keeping ships clear of 
dangers and other traffic.
(3) Inference drawn from action in stopping reports from vessels 
routed via Gape Horn is incorrect. This was done for the 
reason that, although we are reasonably confident that no H/F 
report in that area can be D/F'd with sufficient accuracy for 
operational use by U-Boats, a succession of such reports over
a considerable period might give an indication that a certain 
area, within wide margins, was being used.
(4) We do not agree that procedure of selecting one of 12 
general call signs to represent originator and of including 
correct War W/T call sign coded as last word of text is 
complicated. Masters attach much importance to this point.
(5) As these reports are comparatively of less value as applied 
to slow ships and to areas outside North Atlantic we would be 
prepared to limit reporting to ships of 15 knots and over fitted 
with H/F when in the Atlantic north of the Equator. Reports
to be made in accordance with A.M. 2246/7.
(6) Request your reconsideration of limited proposal in para.
5 above.
(D.T.D. Approved by A.C.N.S.(T), 0004A/17, 1401A/19 to Connav, 
(E ) N.S.H.Q. , B.A.D. )
Reply: Connav 1549/18.

U/B. U-Boat by D/F at 0639z/l7th within 60 miles of 
047° 00' N. 060° 00' W.
(N .S .K .Q . , 0145Z/17 to C.O.A.C., F.O .N .F . )

0.N.S.144,
U/Bs.

D/F bearings on 4796 k/cs at 0833Z indicate 
U-Boat in vicinity of convoy and may have reported 
it.
(D.D.I.C., 1004A/17 to Escorts 0.N.144.)

Further D/F bearings on 10510 k/cs at 0911Z, 0915Z and 0920Z, 
indicate at least two U-Boats in contact with convoy.
(D.D.I.C., 1124A/17 to Escorts of 0.N.144.)

Further D/F bearings on 10510 k/cs at 1750Z, 1800Z and 
1823Z indicate 3 U-Boats in contact with convoy 0.N.144.

(D.D.I.C., 1948A/17 to Escorts 0.N.144.)
U-Boat position by D/F at 0924z/l7th within 75 miles of 

054° 40* N. 035° W. 10510 k/cs type WW. U-Boat position by
D/F at 1025z/17th within 75 miles of 054° 40’ N. 034° 00’ W.
10510 k/cs type BT.

(Cominch, 1333/17 to G.T.U. 24.1.4.)
Further transmission on 10510 k/cs per sec. indicate you 

are still being shadowed.
(N.S.H.Q., 2153Z/17 to C.T.U. 24.1.4, (?R) C.O.A.C.,
Halifax, F.O.N.F., U.S.C.N.O., Admty., S.B.N.O.W.A.)
W.D. Note:- 3 ships torpedoed, see 2337/17.

/U/B ...
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U/B Submarine by d/F at 0639/17th 47.00 N. 60.00 W. 

accuracy less than 50 miles.
(C.O.A.C., 0850Z/17 to TRAIL.)

T.A.G.
Convoys.

Your 1801/16th. Tankers of 10 knots and over 
are sailed in slow or fast convoys as soon as 
ready. Intervals are approx. 3-g- days and a 
fast ship sailing in a slow convoy should as

far as is known from information received from U.S. Authorities 
reach New York at least 36 hours ahead of succeeding convoy. 
This practice also relieves congestion in harbour.
(S.B.N.O. Curacao, 0915QR/17 to Admty.)

Attention is drawn to C. in G. western Approaches' 1618A/10. 
(D.T.D., 1118A/17 to Escorts 0.N.145.)
0. N.145. My 1525/13 refers.
1. Following routes amended.
(D.T.D., 1550Z/17 to Connav.)

ESTRELLA, Overdue Trinidad Norwegian ESTRELLA and British
BLACKHEATK. BLACKHEAT H.

IRISH PLANE, Connav's 1548/16th addressed to C.T.F.24 for
suspicious. action and to Comnaveu (pass to Admty.), Cinclant

is expected that an Eire ship will pass while in U.S. strategic 
area within 50 miles of a convoy the vessel's approx. P.C. and S. 
will be given to escorts in advance by Cominch (C & R). Ships 
should suspicously regard any such vessel found without previous 
warning and, if possible, should go on board her to examine her 
route. She should be ordered back on her route if unduly off it 
and warned that a report will be made of the matter.
In order that Eire Govt, may be informed and interception or 
examination at port of arrival considered Cominch (C & R) should 
be informed on next occasion that W/T silence is broken.
Similar permission for British strategic area has been promulgated by Admiralty.
(Comnaveu, 1227/17 to Admty.)

Movements
g  n in m n 'm r

1800 G.M.T. 
Ship

17th November. 
Position Course Speed 

180° 12 
Patrol Blank05° N. 28£u W. 

1102Z/17 to Opnav
21£U N. 27u W

tvt o a l "

(R) Comnaveu.)

O.N. 145. Pass to Commodore \

W and as routed in my 1420/16
Southbound ships to be dispersed as convenient 
p.m. today. From dispersal ships to proceed to

(S.O.(l) Kingston Jamaica, 1131E/17 to Admty., etc. 
Safe, see Admty. 1814/18.

and C.E.S.F. for information, informs as follows: 
Recently in mid-Atlantic, convoys have twice 
sighted Eire ship IRISH PLANE. If and when it

/G .A.T.2l
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Arrival U.S. Destroyer LEA, U.S. Ships P.C.469, 
P.C.495, P.G.559, P.C.561 escorting G.A.T.21. 
Departure U.S. Destroyerer#BELKNAP, MOFFETT. 
(N.O.I.G. Trinidad, 1242Q/17 to S.B.N.0.W.A.)

^  « / L. 1  1 4-V ,

MEADOWSWEET, 
LORD KELVIN.

Your 2347/16th (Not yet received in W.R., being 
obtained.) Intend to employ MEADOWSWEET as 
escort to LORD KELVIN who is required to effect 
repairs to Halifax - Bermuda cable in 038° 29* 
N. 064° 00* W.
(C.O.A.G., 1350Z/17 to C.T.24.)

G.U.F.2. Admty. retransmit to C.T.F.34 and N.C.X.F. 
(passing action being taken by W.R.)
Your 1220/16th designation G.U.F.2 should be

retained for returning convoy U.G.F.2 and similarly for other 
convoys.
(C. in G. U.S. Fleet, 1420/17 to C.T.F.34.)

LAGAN,
ITCHEN.

Your 1832/16th.
(1) Anticipated dates for completing working up 
are LAGAN Jan. 1st, ITCHEN Jan. 29th.
(2) LAGAN should therefore be available to sail

withO.N.S. 160.
(C. in C. W.A., 1429Z/17 to F.O.N.F.)
F.O.N.F. 1832Z/16th to C. in C. W.A. As ITCHEN and LAGAN were 
intended to alleviate destroyer situation in M.O.E.F. and 
W.L.E.F. vide my 1720/15th Sept, do not concur with F.O.N.F. 
1832/16 that ITCHEN should replace a corvette in C.2 group. 
(N.S.H.Q. , 1907Z/17 to Admty.)

AZRA. Following survivors landed at this port ex SS. 
AZRA (Pan.) sunk in collision with SAGUENAY in 
W.B.13: (list).
(N.C.S.O. Sydney C.B., 1511Z/17 to Admty.)

U/B
Positions.

S/M Estimate November 17th, and U.S. Submarine 
Notice.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1549Z/17, 1550/17, 1616/17, 
1617/17, 1618/17, 2158/17.)

AVENGER. U.S. Authorities are particularly interested to 
know details of sinking of AVENGER and any lessons 
learnt which might apply to other ships of the 
class.
(B.A.D., 1711Z/17 to Admty.)

U/B. Shore watcher sighted S/M in 046° 55' N. 055° 50’ 
W. at 1703?/17th.
(C.O.A.C., 1803Z/17 to G.B.7A.)

/ U/B ...
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U/B Aircraft (? attacked) submarine in (?068°) 36’
attacked. N. 063° 38* W. at (?19)03z/l7 course 060°,

speed 15 knots, aircraft call sign YT6Y. 
(C.O.A.C., 1937Z/17 to G.B.7A.)

POKING ARTHUR Trinidad report KING ARTHUR. British, torpedoed
(sunk 15th sunk in 010° 30’ N. 059° 50f W. at 0519 G.M.T.
November.) 15th. Master and all crew saved.

(S.0.(1.) Kingston, 1953R/17 to Admty., etc.) 
(Connav 2059/17 to Comnaveu.)

— Sub attack---- ^Para. A. KING ARTHUR 4 torpedoes sunk 10.30 N.
and sighting 59.50 W. 0419Z/15.
summary. Unidentified torpedoed sinking 10.51 N. 61.15 W.

1015Z/17.
ROSE attacks sub. 56.15 N. 29.10 W. 2250Z/15. 

Hudson attacks sub. on surface 15.02 N. 59.35 W. 1334Z/17.
Para. B. U.S. Navy plane attacks sub. 59.35 N. (?) 19.30 W. 
0905Z/15.
Para. C. Eastern air lines plane sights sub. course 015°,
15.43 N. 65.15 W. 1713Z/16.
My 2110Z/16 cancel sighting 17.35 N. 62.02 W.
ROTHLEY, one torpedo hit.
U.S.C.G. GENERAL GREENE attacks sub. 40.26 N. 69.30 W. 2030Z/10. 
Para. D. Two subs, sighted steering north 13.40 N. 61.07 W. 
0600Z/17. U.S.S. TALLAPOOSA attacks sound contact 33.55 N.
77.43 W. 1617Z/16.
U.S.C.G. TAMPA attacks sound contact 46.29 N. 53.02 W. 0123Z/7. 
U.S.C.G. TAMPA attacks sound contact 44.31 N. 61.13 W. 0255Z/10. 
(Cominch, 2101/17 to Admty.)

Issue of MQM Your 1139/l4th (?1132 intended). It is the 
Messages to intention of Navy Dept, to allocate certain 
U.S.R.Os. major ports in your area to which application

should be made for ocean routes and entry into 
United Kingdom ports.

(2) Are there any other ocean routes for which you consider 
U.S.R.Os referred to have insufficient datum?
(B.A.D., 2103Z/17 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)

SAWFISH. SAWFISH will operate in Casco Bay areas A. B. and
C. (U.S.C. and G.S. Chart 1206) surfaced or 
submerged daylight and darkness from 1800/18th 
to 1800/23rd.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2114/17 to Admty.)

/U.G.S.3 ...
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U.G.S.3
U.G.F.3

B. A.D. informed, Admty. pass to C.T.F.34, C. in
C. A.F., N.G.X.F., Cdr. U.S. Naval Forces in 
Europe.
Your 1610/13 (N.T. in W.R.) Convoys leave New

York as follows. U.G.S.3 on Dec. 6th to arrive West African 
ports D plus 4 0 - 5  days. U.G.F.3 on Dec, 7th to arrive D 
plus 40 ys. Composition of U.G.F.3 A.Ps ACADIA, CHAIN,

EVANGELINE, MOOLTAN, ANCON, S.B. ANTHONY LYON, FLORENCE 
NIGHTINGALE,plus 2 names unknown. A.Os BENNINGTON, BUNKERHILL, 
TICONDEROGA opposite SEATRAIN TEXAS, total 19 ships.
Composition U.G.S.3, 45 ships names later.
Escorts and additional vessels from Atlantic Fleet as 
designated hy you.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2129/17 to B.A.D.)

CITY OF CITY OF CORINTH, British, torpedoed sunk 0755

TtfoMAA H. BARRY,a :KER, SLOTERDIJK, GOETHALS, H.F. ALEXANDER, SIBONEY

CORINTH 
(Sunk).

G.M.T. 17th November 010° 55’ N. 061° 01’ W. 
2 European, 10 Lascars presumed dead. 1
gunner seriously burned. Remainder of crew 
landed at Port of Spain.
(S.0.(1.) Kingston, 2323R/17 to Admty., etc.)

0.N.S.144
attacked.

0.N.S.144, 3 ships torpedoed 2203z/l7th position 
054° 30' N. 037° 10' W.

Weather report.
T.U.24.1.4, 2337Z/17 to C.T.F. 24, (R)

Connav, Admty., C. in C. W.A., N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F 
C.O.A.C., C.T.G. 24.7, Capt. D. Liverpool.) •  9
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Australia & New Zealand.
Movements Arrived Fremantle 15th Nov. (?U.S. Seaplane

Tender HERON) (?proceeding) Exmouth Gulf. 
Sydney N.S.W. 16th DELORAINE, MILDURA, 
ROCKHAMPTON,Townsville l6th,

(?U.S. Cruiser SALT LAKE CITY). „„
Departures Fremantle 15th U.S. Seaplane Tender W.B.PRESTON 
for Exmouth Gulf.
(A.C.N. B. , 0258Z/1? to Admty etc).

Cdre. Western Australia's 0151Z/17th. 
Returning to Fremantle arriving 23rd Nov. 
Weather report.
(KANIMBLA 0711Z/17 to C. in C. E.F.)

Digest Serial No. 299/l6th Nov.
2 Merchant vessels, 5»000 - 8,000 tons 3 small 
vessels possible weather reporting ships Buka 
Passage afternoon 16th Nov.
Harbour 15 - l6th Nov. reported at least kO 

large unidentified vessels including 3 possible cruisers at 
least k destroyers. Photos portion harbour only and obscured 
by cloud show 3 destroyers, 1 submarine, 1 minelayer, 1 patrol 
craft, 1 small tanker, 1 seaplane tender, 17 merchant vessels 
totalling approximately 107*000 tons, 2 small merchant vessels,
6 unidentified craft, 3 flying boats, 1+ float planes, 25 
landing barges. Lakunai aerodrome partly obscured by cloud 
reveals 1 medium bomber 10 possible dive bombers 53 fighters 
well dispersed. Also 3 fighters on new wharf 2 others among 
new buildings near wharf one airborne. Evidence considerable 
activity.
(7) (?3) Strong forces of Marauders Bostons B.25 and Beaufigh 
carried out co-ordinated attacks against enemy positions in 
the Buna-Kumusi Soputa Mambare area during l6th Nov. in 
support of our ground troops advance from both flanks. One B.25 
lost. Australian troops have reached Awala and American troops 
have penetrated to Cape Sudest.
1+. 18 enemy bombers with fighter escort bombed and strafed
2 Allied trawlers off Cape Sudest evening l6th November.
(5) 3 Hudsons attacked Magbisse and 3 others Bobonapi 16/11 
dropping bombs in target area but results not observed. Our 
troops attacked 200 hostile natives Magbisse area 13/11 inflict
ing casualties. Enemy patrol activity continues.
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P.A. , 1219Z/17).

MAURETANIA. Ref. A.C.N.B. 0039/13. In view of importance
of maintaining this ship at maximum efficiency 
request you arrange accordingly.
(D. of S.T. , 2U4I1A/I7 to N. Z.N.B. , (R)
A.C.N.B. B.A.D. )

KANIMBLA.

Situation.

2. R/C Rabaul
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Submarines Reported.

Approx, position at 1200Z/17* 
(D.D.I.C., 1U10A/17, 1UU3A/17).

Submarines Attac3<ed.

Weekly My 1059/22/7.
Summary. 1. Promising attack in Bay of Biscay. On

November 10th a Liberator IIIA attacked a fully 
surfaced U-boat with 6 Torpex Mark XI depth 
charges not fitted with tails actual spacing UO 

feet. U-boat straddled and 1 hit claimed. On second attack 
with 6 depth charges U-boat opened fire. Bows of U-boat 
appeared at 60° for 6 minutes and the U-boat then slowly 
settled.
2. Operation "Torch11. /*- J < -
(a) On November 7th two aircraft attafcks North of Oran. In 
the first a portion of the U-boat's casing was blown into the 
air and in the second the U-boat sank stern first after her bows 
had appeared at 60°. Much oil and air and 5 men seen in the 
water.
(b) 3 good surface attacks on November 8th. ACHATES reports 
sinking a U-boat, probably Vichy French, off Arzeu. SPEEDWELL 
off Algiers during 11 attacks twice blew a U-boat to the 
surface. WESTCOTT North of Oran produced large bubbles smelling 
of chlorine and considers destruction most probable.
(c) November 10th. VERITY claimed the probable sinking of a
U-boat North of Oran. 0. A>.*t
(d) November 11th. URSULA sighted 2 500 ton U-boats one of 
which she claimed to have sunk. LORD NUFFIELD (A/S trawler) 
off Algiers sank an Italian U-^P^t and took 55 prisoners,
(e) November 12th. STARWORT*orr<0ran sank a Germane-boat aft$r
took U5 prisoners. CLARE off Oran obtained Radar contact at 
3,800 yards and fired 1U charge pattern. One minute later a 
violent underwater explosion. C. 0. and C.S.10 consider U-boat 
sunk. n.oh />.£#.
(f) November lUth. Several air attacks resulted in U-boat lyfr: 
being beached and the ere?/ landed at Oran.
(g) November 15th. P.247 claims the sinking of sTU-boat in
the Sicilian Narrows. WRESTLER in Western Approaches to 
Straits attacked a U-boat. Oil rising U hours later. _U-boat 
claimed as sunk. ( V- l^u) X&H aaJ* , o / j f i t g
3. Vichy French submarine LE TONNANT entered Cadiz on Novembe^ 
lUth in damaged condition. Later report stated shewas 
scuttled outside harbour and crew landed in Spain.
(D.A/S.W. , lWiA/17 to Cominch, B.A.D. etc).

/Operation...
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Submarines Attacked. - Contd.

Operation Provisional summary of results of attacks on
••Torch1'. U-boats by "Torch" forces in period 6th to 16th
t . November is as follows. Detailed reports have

' l not been received in all cases and damage
assessmen-t j.s provisional only.

British*Naval Forces
Definitely sunk 2,"*one on 10th November by LORD NUFFIELD 

in 36° 53’ N. , 02° 47' E. U .660 on 12th November by STARWORT 
* L oT j % in 36.07 N. , 01.06 W. "*£^0

(b) probably sunk 5. 8th November one by ACHATES, one by 
WESTCOTT. 11th November one by URSULA. 12th November one by 
CLARE. All inside Mediterranean. 15th November one by 
WRESTLER in 36.07 N. , 07.35 W. H
(c) Probably severely damaged. 1 on 8th November by SPEEDWELL 
off Algiers.

Probably slightly damaged. 1 on 9th November by VERITY.
By R.A.F. Gibraltar assisted in some cases by F.A.A. 

details reported to H. Q.C.C. 64 sightings, 35 attacks results 
from detached Squadrons not fully analysed.
(a) Definitely destroyed. 1 German U-boat beached and 
abandoned 70 miles N.E. of Oran after initial damage by Hudsons 
and destruction completed by a swarm of aircraft both R.A.F. 
and Naval.

4> All inside Mediterranean.
6 inside Mediterranean, one outside, 
the Mediterranean 2 outside.
3. (b) 9. (c) 8. (d) 6.
include Western Task Force whose

1?)

Probably destroyed. 
Severely damaged 7. 
Damaged 5> 3 inside 
Total summary, (a) 

Above results do not
detailed reports are not yet available. In addition Vichy 
submarine LE T0NNANT reported to have entered Cadiz damaged 
on 14th November and subsequently scuttled outside harbour. 
(5) A further report states two damaged Italian submarines 
entered Cadiz on 12th November.
(N.C.X.F. , 1650Z/17 to Admty).

Cominch Following is summary of Cominch B. 1 weekly
Report. U-boat trend. No. 6 of 15th November. Large

scale U-boat operations in Eastern or Gulf sea 
frontier not likely for two weeks. 3 to 6 
U-boats likely to continue attacks in Caribbean. 

U-boats trying to sight convoys in Cape race area in order to 
form wolf packs in time to attack convoys when they get outside 
range of air cover. 25 U-boats now operating on convoy lanes 
in larger packs than usual. During recent attack on convoy 
during 75 mile per hour gale U-boat remained in vicinity and 
fired a second torpedo half an hour after the first at the same 
ship. Critical area developing between Natal and St. Paul's 
rocks due to many independents passing through with about 6 
U-boats there and likely to be reinforced. Believe recent 
concentration between 300 and 500 miles west and southwest of 
Azores are for refuelling purposes. Out of a total 107 U-boats 
in Atlantic, estimate average of 54 in U.S. strategic area and 
25 per cent in North African area.
(B.A.D. , 1709Z/l7 to Admty).
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Home Commands.
The port of Harwich was closed from 0902A to 
1116A on account of fog. Rosyth was closed 
from 2052A/18 to 1335A/19 owing to low 
visibility.

EMPIRE SCOTT, one of the merchant ships 
independently routed from Iceland to north 
Russia arrived at Kola Inlet this morning.
This is the fifth ship to arrive, the others 
being EMPIRE GALLIARD, RICHARD H. ALVEY, JOHN 
WALKER, and HUGH WILLIAMSON. CHULMLEIGH which 
struck a reef on 6th Nov. was seen by TUNA next 
morning: the ship was capsized and there were
no boats or rafts near. TUNA failed to find 
the ship again in daylight.

Heavy bomber aircraft of U.S.A. 8th Bomber 
Command today attacked La Pallice and Lorient.

38 aircraft of Bomber Command laid 95 mines last 
night, principally off the Frisian Islands, 
Heligoland, Lorient and St. Nazaire. A few 
were laid in the Baltic.

11 U.S. Bombers escorted by R.A.P. fighters 
attacked La Pallice today, 19 St. Nazaire, 
and 13 Lorient.

Operation "Torch".
P.O.I.S. reports that casualties to landing craft 
have been very heavy, due to the heavy swell 
running on the night of the assault and the strong 
north-easterly wind which sprang up at dawn on D 
day.

As far as can at present be ascertained the French 
warship casualties in Operation "Torch” were 
as follows
Algiers. 2 S/Ms sailed on 8th Nov.: present
whereabouts unknown.
Oran. One CA6SARA-class, 3 SIMOUN-class destroyers 
LA SURPRISE, all sunk or destroyed. Eight S/Ms 
unaccounted for.

/Casablanca
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Casablanca. JEAN BART damaged by two heavy 
bombs and five 16-inch shells: one main turret
serviceable. Cruiser PRIMAUGUET damaged, 
beached, abandoned. Light cruisers ALBATROS, 
MILAN wrecked and beached, LE MALIN damaged. 
Destroyers BRESTOIS, FRONDEUR sank, L ’ALCYON, 
SIMOUN and TEMPETE damaged. S/Ms AMPHITRITE, 
LA PSYCHE, OREADE sunk. Colonial sloop LA 
GRANDIERE damaged.
At sea. Destroyers FOUGUEUX, BOULONNAIS sunk, 
S/M MEDUSE beached near Mazagan, S/M LE TONNANT 
scuttled at Cadiz. Of the remaining 17 S/Ms 
believed to be west of Gibraltar on 7th Nov. 10 
were at Dakar yesterday, leaving 7 unaccounted for.

North Atlantic.
N.C.X.F. arrived at Gibraltar today in AURORA.

R.A.(a ) H.F. in VICTORIOUS with DUKE OF YORK and 
6 destroyers sailed from Gibraltar for the U.K. 
at 1739Z today.

A minefield has been laid off Casablanca.

Gibraltar in 35° 10’ N. 11° 35' W. (168 miles 
S.W. of Cape St. Vincent) at 1325Z today. 
VERITY searched for it until midnight without 
success.

Nineteen ships of Convoy U.G.F.2 from U.S.A. 
berthed at Casablanca today. The co-operation 
of the French harbour authorities is reported 
to be excellent.

South Atlantic.
U.S. cruisers and destroyers are on patrol in the 
Atlantic narrows. For details see F.O.C. W.Af.. 
1919Z/18.

U/B
damaged. A U-Boat was attacked and is reported to have 

been severely damaged by A/S air patrols from

/Port .
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SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic - Contd.
Port facilities at Pernambuco are reported to 
be much overcrowded; numbers of U.S. warships 
lie alongside the quays and take precedence of 
merchantmen. The attention of the Navy Dept, 
is being drawn to the matter.

G. in G. S.A. reports that two losses at sea 
and one forced landing on land of Venturas for 
reasons so far inexplicable have resulted in 
orders being issued restricting flying by these 
aircraft to most urgent operational work only. 
Until the causes of the accidents have been 
ascertained air coastal patrols are severely 
curtailed.

The Master of SS.EASTGATE which left Table Bay 
28th Oct. and arrived at Punta Arenas infers

Mediterranean.
S.O. Force H arrived at Mers-el-Kebir at 1200Z 
today in NELSON, with RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS, 
SIRIUS, ARGONAUT, and 12 destroyers.

Commodore Algiers sends a message today describing 
the repair facilities now available at Algiers.
The French naval authorities are co-operating 
with us.

WELSHMAN arrived at Malta at 1245B with stores 
and personnel, from Gibraltar via Algiers.

The 15th G.S. , covering Convoy}* M.W.13 to the 
northward was attacked by torpedo aircraft after 
dusk today and ARETHUSA was hit by a torpedo at 
1805 in 33° 36’ N. 20° 44* E. C.S.15 ordered 
JAVELIN and another destroyer to escort her to 
the eastward, but at 2115B PETARD reported that 
she was the only escort.

/Two ...
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Mediterranean - Contd.

Two torpedo Albacores with a Wellington carrying 
flares both torpedoed and set on fire today an 
8000 ton tanker in 55° Khoras 46 miles.

A successful air attack was made on 31 Aouina 
Aerodrome (Tunis) last night.

Benghazi was bombed today and two ships in the 
port were set on fire.

East Indies.

SS. EMPIRE MIST reports a submarine in 9° 54’ N. 
80° 50’ E. at 1123.

America and West Indies.

Attacks on 
O.N.S. 144 
MONTBRETIA 
and 6 ships 
torpedoed.

C.T.U. 24.1.4 reported at 0551Z that O.N.S.144 
in mid-Atlantic, which was reported attacked at 
2203Z/17 had been continuously attacked. At 
least 6 ships have been torpedoed during the 
night and the escort are running short of depth 
charges. The names of the ships are believed 
to be PARISMINA and WIDESTONE (position of sinking 
reported to be 54° 30’ N. 37° 10’ W ,), MOUNT 
TAURUS, tanker PRESIDENT SERGENT, YAKA and one 
other, and all are presumed sunk. At 0800Z the 
corvette MQNTBRETIA was torpedoed and sunk in 
53° 37’ N. 38° 15’ W. ̂  (jb*.*+y)

A listening contact was made by a picket sailing 
vessel off Savannah today and was attacked by 
U.S.S. P.S.0.672 causing large quantities of 
oil covering 10 miles. Next morning, when the 
submarine was sighted on the surface, it was 
attacked, but the results were inconclusive.

/ s *C.l09 • • •
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Convoy S.C.109 was attacked this morning and 
U.S. tanker BRILLIANT was reported torpedoed 
at 0900Z in 50° 53' N. 45° 46’ W. The ship 
was able to continue steaming and SKE®NA 
ordered her to return to St. Johns N.F. screened 
by SACKVILLE until air cover was available. At 
1432Z SACKVILLE reported her position to be 50° 
40* N. 46° 8' W . , speed 5 knots, air escorts 
joining and SACKVILLE proceeding to rejoin the 
convoy. BRILLIANT anchored off Bonavista Bay 
on account of the weather, on 20th Nov.

Australia and New Zealand.
Five enemy destroyers were sighted south of New 
Britain at 2017Z steering 70°, apparently coming 
from the Gona Buna area. A further force 
(composition corruptly reported) was sighted 
90 miles S. to S.W. of Gasmata, apparently 
yesterday afternoon and was unsuccessfully 
attacked by 9 Portresses. A further low level 
attack by 6 Portresses in KolHucote Bay (near 
Buna) at 1020Z resulting in a direct hit with 
500 lb. bomb on a light cruiser causing heavy 
explosions and fire and debris, and a direct 
hit on a destroyer which was seen to split open. 
The Japanese are reported to have landed 2000 
reinforcements last night in the Gona - Buna area, 
thus doubling their strength there.

V
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Policy.
Canadian Admty. 1157/21st September 1942.
Corvettes. REGINA has been inspected and the following 
REGINA. work is considered necessary. Details.

Ship will require periodical docking as she 
has not been docked since launching in October 
1941.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry, 1521A/18 to Admty.)

Movements.
Assault 
ships and 
Landing 
craft.

All white ensign Assault ships also L.S.G. 
L.S.H. and L.S.T. returning to U.K. are to 
proceed to Clyde.
(D.O.D.(H^, 1105A/18 to N.C.X.F. )

GUNNEL, 
HERRING, 
BARB, SHAD.

Your 1418A/17. Request more explicit information 
concerning route Red, also position points G 
and H.
Sighted U.S. S/M 1110/18 proceeding 041° 18' N. 
020° 00' W.
(GUNNEL, 1315Z/18 to P.O.S.)

F.O.S. 1841A/I7th. Unable to cross 016° W. prior to 
0800/19. My P.C.S. 042° 35’ N. 020° 00’ W. 000°, 12 knots 
at 2000/18.

(GUNNEL, 2000Z/18 to Admty.)
(i) Position at 2000A/19th November.

Convoy M.K.S.l(X) 044° 16', 016° 00’ W. , course 000°, 9̂ - knots. 
Convoy M.K.F.2 043° 00’ N. 015° 01' W . , course 000°. 12 knots.
(ii) HERRING, GUNNEL and BARB endeavour to be clear to eastward 
of convoy track by that time.
(iii) Liberator aircraft will sweep ahead and escort convoy.
SHAD, HERRING, GUNNEL, BARB must proceed diving by day.

(P.O.S., 2204A/18 to J.S.M. , S/M Sqdn. 50.)
Your 1841A/17. P.C.S. 043° 01' N. 019° 08f W., 065°,

10 knots.
(BARB, 2221Z/18 to P.O.S.)

W.A.
Command.

Situation at 2003A/18.
(C. in C. W.A., 1358A/18.) 
See Lion Copy.

ADVENTURE. Admty. 0100/17.
Intend sailing ADVENTURE on completion loading 
about 1500/19 to Gibraltar escorted by CLEVELAND 

■until dark, routed north of Scilly Isles through A 050° 01* N. 
014° 05' W. B. 046° 59’ N. 014° 45’ W. C. 043° 01’ N. 014°
40' W. Request you will signal onward route from C.
Codeword MWheel".
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1707A/18 to P.O.C.N.A.)

S/M At 0800/19. Details.
Positions. (P.O.S., 1754A/18.)

See Lion Copy.

/FIDELITY ...
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FROM:- C, in  fefcjfeatQan /.npmnnhi^- DATHi■ ■10»t0.1 1x2,
WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of, a secret cypher or confident3s 1
code message, and the text must f ir s t  be pardpirasecl ir-lft is  essential to 
communicate it  g f c p . f r •ftr^tiej?., g r^ ^ lied  Government Services,,

S ec tion  N.E.

VS/V i 
tugs

^  IS/V in  tow 56 21+ 07 20 To Thurso

TUNA LAUDERDALE 57 30 06 58 Southbound 10

gftTONY
^ N C A N

57 12 07-00 Northbound to  
Sheer ness 20

HIGHLANDER 55 1+0 06 50 Northbound to  
Humber 18

W.N, 62 MINUET
WOLVES

58 28 05 21 To M eth il 8

1 u /v EBISKAY 58 17 05 28 To M eth il 5

S itu a t io n  at 2003A/18/11/42

S ection  S« s . t /*• *i is

MELBREAK 55 11 05 52 To Plymouth 16

1 M/V in  tow
2 t  ugs

56 21+ 07 20 To Thurso 5

TUNA LAUDERDALE 57 30 06 53 Southbound 10

FAME 53 1+3 01+ 28 To North  Channel 
thence H a li fa x 15

otway BREDA 51 50 05 1+7 To Plymouth 7

3 tugs 55 22 05 55 To M ilfo rd  Haven 10

HIGHLANDER 55 to 06 50 Northbound to  
Humber 18

0*N, li+7 
C.T.U.
2l4* l , l l +

•

RESTIGOUCHE 55 1+3 
ST, FRANCIS
ah vid a
AMHERST
CELANDINE
DAUPHIN
SHERBROOKE

CM

h-O

to  55 58 15 09 9

Convoy MAID MARION 52 03 05 26 Northbound 8

B, B, 35 GOODWIN 53 03 05 03 To B r is to l 8
VIZAIMA 
LADY MADELEINE

H.M.69 

S .0.108 B MOLDE -

HUDDERSFIELD
TOWN 53 01 05 03

M,K, F . l .X ,  DASHER
VANSITTART

5k 06 05 09 

55 33 07 1+2

Channel

T*"t M il fo rd  Haven 8 

To L iv e rp o o l 5 i

To C lyde & 
L iv e rp o o l 12

B» B, ; ;6 / ,  « • •  •



•

f t

B .B . 36 NORTHERN WAVE S a ils  B e lfa s t  0600A /19 To B r i s t o l  8 
PAUL RYKENS Channel

S itu a t io n  at 2003A/ 1 8 / 11 /42

-  2 -

S e c t io n  N .W.

U,R. 50 TOXTBOT 
PAYNTER

61 26 14 35 to  61 50 16 00 
thence 63 03 21 31

S itu a t io n  at 2005A/ l 6 / l l / k ?

S e c t io n  S.W^

SHEFFIELD
JAMAICA

P ro b a b ly  sw eeping "between 43 00 
and 46 00 and west o f  18 00

SARDONYX

O.N. 146 HARVESTER

44 25 15 4o to  45 01 13 50

43 24 18 36 t o  44 45 13 22

05 1 ?  50 t o  45 01 13 50

k5  05 19 22 to  44  45 13 22

S ea rch in g  area  53 50 21 48 

53 27 1,7 55 t o  53 38 24 02

2 b y  day 
13l> b y  n igh t

2 by  day 
13a b y  n igh t

2 by day 
12 by  n igh t

2 b y  day 
1 3 i  by  nighft

0 • T. L ¥ (L'JiLAND
24. 1 ,1 7  orchis

n arcissu s
lo belia
ROSELYS 
ACONIT 
7 T raw lers

1 V v  SNOWDROP 48 44  19 49 to  52 >0 l y  91

M *K ,F *1,(y ) FLEET UNIT 48 38 15 19 to  e l  00 16 00 th en ce  
WRESTLER 5i, ns 34 n ence
AMAZON ' - ~3'
ROGJCINOHAM 
2 C o rv e tte s

KM ,F.3» VEST ON 41 45 14 51 t o  35 35 10 01 
2 3Joops 
2 c u t t e r s
2 c o r v e t t e s

1 Iv/V IT MURIEL 41 07 12 31 t o  36 >0 09 I I

II,K. S, l . ,Z , LONDONDERRY 40 42 16 59 to  42 30 16 00 thence
3 ■ 52 01 16 02 _• uur v e to e s

j Advance co p y  sent D uty C ap ta in  D.C*Dt 3 i '

V .C .N .S , D.O, D, (h) ( 2)

\’ c*N 8q s f c r 2) S U? y c a p ta in  (2 )  W,D,
NA* lS t^ S  T !;«?•/*• DoT.iJ
Pnr* W r , L * D'V S .W , DtT,Do a p u# R ill . Hd. o f  ill, ___ n t j i  (

7i

12

12

B .D .I .C . (3 ) 
I , P . ( 2 )

R, o f  p , ( 2) 
o f  p .  ( q)

Adm iral Blake ( 2) 
A dm iral Rainsey (4 )D„ L. S
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FROM: F.O.S.

MESSAGE

'VL BY T/P

1754A/ 18th Nov Grab or, IN

DATE: lS.il. 42.
REOD: 1805

ADDRESSED: Admiralt y
81. Positions of submarines at 0800 19th November and movements for next 24 hours.
(A) TUNA escorted by STOKE CITY near Ssnda Island forClyde.
(B) OTWAY escorted by BREDA near 270° Trevose Hoad 10expected time of arrival Plymouth 0730 20thNovember 7 knots.
Submarines (C) to (L) are diving by day.
(G) P.312 near VC 53 * north 22° 26 * east

52 « north 21 ° 08* east
32* north 2.3° 01* east
30* north 17° 20 * east
23* 12° 25 *12 25* both tOWrirds ■

(H) SEAD near 45° 571 13° 50* course north.
(J) IISRFENG near 44° 17* 14° 51* to 44° 45* 13° 22*then north.
(K) GUNNEL near 44° 12* 15° 57* to 45° 01* 13° 50»then north.
(L) BARB near 43° 59» 15° 56* to 44° 45* 13° 22* thennorfc h.

A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S.(F)(2) 
N.Ap1st S.L. 
Oapt. Pun.D. 6. D. (H)(2) D.O.D. (F)(2)Hd. of IL

& Dor plans (2) D.A/S.W.W.D;---
I .P .(2) 
D.T.D.(M)

1754A/18
Advance copies D.O. D.O.D.(H)

\

MFG
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18.11.1942.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements - Contd.
Your 1557A/18. Regret I have no information as 
this ship is not under my orders. To the best 
of my knowledge she is directly administered by 
Admty. D.N.I.
(S.O. A.S.A.C., 1806A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)

/ f t ~ .  w. 3.
My 1754. Add GRAPH escorted by LA CAPRICIEUSE 
leaves Holy Loch 1800/19, to Bishop Rock 10 
knots.
(P.O.S., 1917A/18 to Admty.)

Operations.
^M.T.Bs 50 and 56, M.G.B. 615 (S.O. ) are to 
proceed to St. Helens before dark tonight and, 
if weather permits, carry out patrol between 

50° 13' N. 01° 00* W. and 50° 25' N. 00° 07' W. passing F buoy 
at 1815/18 and 0730/19. Patrol is not to proceed south of 50° 
10' N. Object interception of enemy forces approaching our 
convoy routes. Codeword "Advent**. Patrol from Portland 

> M.G.Bs 56 and 57 between 01° 35' W. and 02° 20' W. on latitude 
50“ 20' N. Air striking force operating between Havre and 
Barfleur. Destroyers operating west of Barfleur.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1203A/18 to HORNET.) yi. Intend M.G.Bs 56 (S.O.) and 57 to patrol tonight on 
latitude 50“ 20' N. between 1“ 35' W. and 2® 20' W. leaving 
Weymouth at 1800/18 and patrol-line at dawn 19th. Codeword "Device*'.

(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1207A/18.)
M.L. patrol tonight.

2. Forces employed 183 (S.O. ), 179 and 157.
3. Patrol. 7 miles 075“ and 255° from 100“ Start 27 miles.
4. Object. To intercept E-Boats and cover P.W. and W.P. convoys.
5. Information. Own. 3 destroyers and 3 M.T.Bs sail Portland 
1815/18 to southward returning so as to be within 20 miles of 
Portland by daylight.
Enemy. E-Boats may operate from Guernsey or Cherbourg.
6. Execution. Leave Dartmouth at 1700/today and proceed to 
patrol. Leave patrol at daylight 19th and return to Dartmouth. 
Attention is called to Q.Z.X.834 which is not to be crossed 
unless in sight of or chasing the enemy.
7. Codeword "Plumb".
----- t (C. in C. Plymouth, 1433/18.)

y 0948/18. Patrol cancelled. v/.i
Destroyer return harbour or anchor off Rough.

(C. in C. Nore, 1522A/18 to ATHERSTONE, EGLINTON, etc.)
> 1. M.G.B. 615, M.T.Bs 50 and 56 patrolling to S.E. passing 

F buoy at 1815 and 0730.
>2. M.G.Bs 56 and 57 on patrol 15 miles south of Anvil Point.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1600A/18.)
Your 1433/18. Sailed "Plumb".
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1714A/18 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
M.Ls 220 and 207 from Ramsgate patrolling between Dumpton 

and North East Spit Buoys. E.T.D. 1830. E.T.R. 0805/19.
M.Ls 140 and 293 near C One Buoy.

(V.A. Dover, 1801A/18.)

War Diary.

FIDELITY.

GRAPH.

/Operation ...
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War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

18.11.1942.
Wednesday,

Operations - Contd.
Operation Forces taking part.
H.R. 1. Group A - PENYLAN S.O.l S.O. of Force,

SLAZAK, KRAKOWIAK. Group B - M.T.B.203 S.O., 
240, 236.

Information. 2. Two T.Bs believed Le Havre may sail westward 
tonight. 3. Torpedo bombers will operate between Roches 
Douvres and Ushant after 0001/19. 4. G. in C. Portsmouth

requested to inform Force of R/C and operations arranged by 
him in his command.
Object. 5. To sink the T.Bs.
Execution. 6. Groups A and B leave Portland in company at 
1815/18, speed 20 knots, to patrol between 310° 11 miles and 
040° 9 miles from Cap de la Hague light.
7. S.O. Group A is to give instructions on following points 
informing me before sailing. (A) Method of attack. (B) 
Procedure for M.T.Bs in the event of losing contact. (c) 
procedure for M.T.Bs after delivering torpedo attack.
8. All forces to be within 20 miles of English coast by 
daylight unless action has been joined. Then, when enemy 
is sunk, return to Portland.
9. If either group will not be within 20 miles of coast b y  day
light S.Os are to report probable daylight positions for fighter 
cover stating intended routes.
10. Lettered positions established.
XX - Cap de la Hague Light. YY - Casquets. ZZ - 50° N. 2° W. 

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1257A/18.)
My 1257A/18. Cancel para. 3. Torpedo bombers will not 

operate between Roches Douvres and Ushant F.O.I.C. Portland 
requested to inform Forces taking nart in operation H.R.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1607/18 to PENYLAN.)
My 1257A/18. Codeword "Wheel”. "Wheel 1" for M.T.Bs if 

losing contact.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1551A/18 to PENYLAN, SLAZAK, KRAKOWIAK, 
M.T.Bs 203, 240, 236, F.O.I.C. Portland.)
Your 1257A/18. "Wheel" sailed. Delay due to amounts 

of fuel required.
(F.O.I.C. Portland, 1909A/18 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

Allied Air Activity,
A/C for (a ) Propose VICTORIOUS should be equipped as
VICTORIOUS. follows on return to U.K.:-

Squadron Number Type
832 12 Albacore
817 9 Albacore
882 8 Martlet
809 8 Martlet
884 6 Seafire
884 Squadron to be disembarked when operating in 
home waters during winter.
(B) T o re-equip squadrons with minimum delay, 
request VICTORIOUS be sent Greenock and the 
following * and personnel be ready Machrihanish 
on arrival. All remaining aircraft of present 
equipment have been disembarked Gibraltar except 
7 Albacores 5 Fulmars and 5 Martlets.
* ? aircraft omitted.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Allied Air Activity.., ̂  £
(C) Estimate VICTORIOUS will require 4 weeks 
after arrival in U.K. for working up and 
operational training.
(R.A.A. H.F. , 1333/18 to Admty. )

Mining.
At 1007/18 one mine detonated by Sweeper in 063° 
Spurn Light 6.4 miles. Details.
(F.O. Humber, 1508/18.)

Enemy Intelligence.
One vessel (2000 tons) 2 vessels (500 tons) 
heading west from 43° 38’ N. 02° 02' W. One 
vessel (500 tons) heading north from 43° 39' N. 
02° 05' W.

(A/C A5XC, 1300/18 to 19 Group.)
4 M/Vs course 340°, 12 knots, 45° 40' N. 03° 59’ W.
(a/C F3DL, 1304/18 to 19 Group.)
(l) Following ships may be on passage to Bay of Biscay 

from Far East: RHAKOTIS, HAVELLAND, RAMSES, REGENSBURG, URSULA
RICKMERS, PERSEE (ex PIERRE L.D.)
(2) Following ships last located in Bay of Biscay ports may sail
at any time: ELSA ESSBERGER, CORTELAZZO, SANDEFJORD, Altmarkclass tanker.
(3) Some of following ships may be raiders' prizes and may be
proceeding Bay of Biscay ports: STEEL AGE, CONNECTICUT,
PATELLA, NANKIN, KATTEGAT (Norwegian), HERBORG, MADRONO, INDUS, 
ARABESTAN, WICHITA, AMERICA# LEADER, EMPIRE DAWN.

(C. in C. W.A., 1845A/18 to Convoy Escorts.)

Navigational.
Harwich. Port closed owing to fog.

(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 0902A/18.) 
Port now open.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 1116A/18.)

War Diary.

A/C for 
VICTORIOUS. 
(Contd.)

Humber.

Biscay Area.

Rosyth. Port of Rosyth closed owing to low visibility.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 2052A/18.)

Technical.
Minol. Admty.'s 1839/17.
SKATE. (l) SKATE is detailed to carry out trials of

depth charges with minol filling and is to 
arrive Liverpool by p.m./l9th November.
(3) Concur in trials taking place from Belfast. 
(C. in C. W.A., 1913A/18.)
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Survivors.
Casualties and Defects.
Hollowing received from GEORGE LEONARD 008° W. 
04® (? 30) (corrupt group) arriving 2000 draft 
25.5 feet (?18) ((?Bu)chan) survivors.
(Burnham Radio, No T.0.0./18 to C. in C. W.A. , 
Reed. 0537/18.)

.Search 
for Dinghy.

Your 2341/17. My position 052® 55’ N. 021® 
40’ W.
(SARDONYX, 0801A/18 to Admty.)
Request confirmation that there is a raft in

addition to dinghy reported by aircraft.
(SARDONYX, 0851A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 0851/18. Indications are that there are 2 lifeboats, 

one with 12 survivors alive in approx. 053° 05* N. 022° 00' W. 
at 0925/16, and another dinghy in 053° 50* N. 021° 48' W. at 
1625/17 with six survivors. Both have red sails hoisted.

(C. in G. W.A. , 1116A/18 to SARDONYX, SAMSONIA.)
Have not contacted dinghy. My position is 54° 11* N. 021° 

30' W.
(A/C CPPH, 1232/18 to 15 Group.)
Have (corrupt group) searched area 35 miles to east of 

53° 05’, 22° 00’ and 53® 50’, 21° 48'. Nothing found and no 
aircraft seen. Request aircraft R/V 53° 30’, 20° 00’ at 
0930/19. Consider both boats then to N. and E. of this 
position. Intend remaining until dark 19th. Present position 
53° 58’, 20° 56’.
C. in C. W.A. pass to SAMSONIA.

(SARDONYX, 1909A/18 to G. in C. W.A.)

Unknown
Ship.

Intercepted 0856 G.M.T. de GCK. S O S  from 
unknown station heard at 0847 G.M.T. signal 
strength 2 no further PARS. De GCK 0852/18. 
(Burnham Radio, T.O.R. 0856 G.M.T./18.)

L. C. A. 45 5, 
L. C. A. 153 •

A.M. 1556A/16. L.C.As 455 and 153 disembarked 
from MONARCH OP BERMUDA p.m./17th November. Both 
hulls extensively damaged. Repairs will occupy 
more than 14 days.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1802A/18 to Admty.)

YEWKYLE. YEWKYLE refloated. Entered Newhaven 1230/18. 
(N.O.I.C. Newhaven, 2135A/18.)

Search 
for dinghy.

Your 1909/18. SAMSONIA R/V with SARDONYX in 
053® 20’ N. 020® 00' W. at 0930A/19 and act under 
the orders of SARDONYX. 3 Sunderland A/C will 
search between 053® 20' N. and 054® 30' N. and

021® 00’ W. and 018° 00* W. Owing to long stream and short 
endurance of aircraft it is desirable for them to proceed 
direct to search area without first endeavouring to meet you. 
(C. in G. W.A., 2307/18 to SARDONYX, SAMSONIA.)

/CELANDINE ...
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Casualties and Defects - Contd.
R.D.F. type 271 defective. Proceeding to 
Moville for repairs. E.T.A. 0600Z/19. 
(CELANDINE, 2328/18 to Cdre. Londonderry.)

V,c O F  '/qi-tr-J S v ~ K t <£,/ \

Shipping and Convoys.
A.T. 29. Request you will sail SS. QUEEN EL IZ. ABET H to

arrive Clyde 29th November.
2, In order that maximum air protection may be 

arranged she should be routed to cross longitude 9° W. at day
light on 29th November.
3. C. in C. W.A. is requested to provide such destroyers escort 
as can be made available.
4. Fighter protection codeword "Mutual” .
(D.O.D.(H.), 0145A/18 to Connav.)

M.K.F. l[jO Position of M.K.F. 1(50 with 3 (? escort vessels) 
054° 10’ N. 012° 01’ W., speed 12 knots. 
LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE in company. ESKDALE detached 

to Londonderry with boiler trouble and ALBRIGHTON for fuel.
(? BOADICEA) in accordance with your 1932A/17 to F.O. Greenock. 
Your 2329A/I7th being complied with. Add "A" to position.

(BITER, 0600A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)
C. in C. W.A. 2329^17. Clyde pJ»tion E.T.A. 0600A/19. 

ACHATES has 170 survivors from WARWICK CASTLE.
(BITER, 0604A/18 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)
SS. LEINSTER expected Greenock 0200A/19. A.F.O. 2901 1941 

Part 1 survivors 106 cot case one. VANSITTART proceeding direct 
to Liverpool.

(VANSITTART, 0848Z/18 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)
M.K.F.1, Liverpool section. In order to enter harbour 

at tide every effort should be made for last ship to pass Bar 
Light Vessel not later 1230A/19.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1636A/18 to DASHER.)
E.T.A. 1000A/19th. A.F.O. 2901/1941.

(a) VANSITTART. (b) WARWICK CASTLE. (c) 2. (d) 19. (e) 8.
(f) 18. (h) 1. (n) 48. (p) 1 of (d).

(VANSITTART, 1845Z/18 to N.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

BOPEMOUNT. Your 2004/14. HDPEMOUNT has been delayed in
Yugorski Strait, first by necessity to keep her 
there for fuelling escorts bringing westbound 

ships to A’hite Sea, and later by ice. Expect to leave there 
today for Iokanka and Kola Inlet. She is reported to have 
damaged propellers or shaft. It seems clear her speed is 
considerably reduced.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 0845A/18 to Admty.)

O.N. 147. At R/V. Clyde portion in company. Course 310°,
lowest practicable speed 5 knots. Liverpool 
portion 3 hours late. Advance will be delayed 
by all possible means.
(NORTHERN WAVE, 1045A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Position
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
1. At Archangel. American CAMPFIRE with 
defective steering gear expected completion 
date about 23rd November.
2. At Ekonomia. American IRONCLAD which has 
now missed two convoys, now ready.

3. At Molotovsk. British EMPIRE GALLIARD, American RICHARD 
H. ALVEY, HUGH WILLIAMSON and JOHN WALKER. Expected complete 
discharge shortly.
4. Icebreaker position. LENIN expectednext few days but on 
arrival must undergo extensive ref it. a j m TIKE date of arrival 
uncertain. Working in River Dvina. MONTCALM which jis next 
to useless and two icebreaking tugs LD6 and LD8. At Molotovsk 
but too deep to cross Dvina Bar,#.MIK0fffiN and KRASSIN.
5. Russians are pressing for ships in para. 263 to be loaded at 
Bakharitsa there being no cargo at Molotovsk. This in view of 
icebreaker situation I have categorically refused. They have 
now suggested loading timber in Maimaksa Channel but, cold 
weather has not set in and temperature is falling rapidly and 
I do not feel comfortable about this proposal.
6. present intention is to sail them for Kola but little or no 
apatite available at moment.
7. Request guidance as to whether Molotovsk vessels can be sailed 
in ballast.
8. Ives concurs with para. 5.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1107A/18 to Admty.)

Position 
at Dvina 
Estuary.

M.K.F.2NK. Change route M. 38.12 N. 15.00 W. to N. 53.01 N.
15.02 W. 0. 54.40 N. 12.45 W. P. 55.25 N. 08.30 
W.
2. Stragglers route to conform, lettered W, X,
Y Z •
(D.0.D.(H.), 1148a/ 18 to Escorts M.K.F.2, PELICAN.)

K.M.S. 4. My 1035/15.
(1) N.O.I.C. Milford Haven is requested to sail 
P.C.74 to R/V Bristol Channel portion as 

additional escort at dawn/20 as arranged N.0.I.C. Cardiff.
(2) At dark/20 P.C.74 is to return to Milford Haven.
(C. in C. W.A., 1203A/18.)

Signals 
to avoid 
accidents 
with friendly 
A/C.

A.M. 0025/23rd August and your 1752/l7th Nov. 
It is desired to delay this until further 
experience has been gained.
(C. in C. W.A., 1208A/18 to Admty.)

R.U. 50. Sailing of R.U. 50 is to be delayed until
additional escorts are available, it is antici
pated they will arrive 23rd or 24th at Hvalfjord. 
(C. in C. W.A., 1513A/18 to A.C.I.C.)

/M.K.F. 1Y • • •
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Destination of escort. ARGUS, AMAZON Clyde. 
WRESTLER Liverpool. ROCKINGHAM, EXE, SWALE 
Londonderry.
(C. in C. W.A., 1554a/ 18 to ARGUS.)

Consequent on the withdrawal of the Hill class, 
there are now insufficient large trawlers at 
Belfast to provide escort of U.R. Convoys. 
Suggest that MAN O ’ WAR now at Liverpool, might 
be exchanged with one of the smaller Belfast 
escort trawlers.
(P.O.I.C. N.I. , 1603A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)

It is under consideration to allocate ACTIVITY 
temporarily to deck-landing training.
This would probably mean that no auxiliary 

carrier would be available for the next P.Q. convoy.
Having regard to the long hours of darkness and probable 
weather conditions it is considered that this could be 
accepted. Request your views.
(D.O.L^h.), 1623A/18 to C. in C. H.F. )

S.C. 107 My 1431/17 para. 1.
Survivors LOCH NAGAR and RATHLIN sailed in R.U.49 with
in R.U.49. all remaining survivors ex S.C.107.

LOCH NAGAR 69 officers 147 ratings 30 coloured 
ratings total 246. RATHLIN 24 officers 83 

ratings nil coloured ratings total 107.
THIRLMERE additional escort to above convoy.
(A.C.I.C., 1840A/18 to Admty.)

—^M.K.F. 1(Y) Pinal destinations.
For Clyde - ARGUS, ULSTER MONARCH, ORBITA, 
MARCHADA, SAMUEL CHASE, LETITIA.
For Liverpool - DEMPO.
(D.T.D., 1840A/18.)

AZERBAIDJAN, Your 1345/16. On sailing the three U.S.S.R. 
CHERNISHEMSKY. ships from Akureyri on 16th Nov. AZERBAIDJAN and 

CHERNISHEMSKY. grounded.
Both ships have now refloated and if seaworthy 

it is intended to sail them for Hvalfjord as soon as possible 
for inclusion of MUSSOVIET and CKERNISHEMSKY in R.U. 50. 
(A.C.I.C., 1843A/18 to Admty.)

Q.P. 15. Request A/S air escort when within range.
(C. in C. H.P. , 1946a/ 18 to A.C.I.C.)
C. in C. H.P. 1843A/4th Nov.

During passage of Q.P.15 early information of any movement of 
enemy surface forces in the Altenfiord area is of great importance 
2. Request you will arrange regular air reconnaissance of this 
area forthwith.
(D.0.D.(H.), 1955A/18 to S.3.N.O. North Russia.)

War Diary,

->M.K.F. lfrl

U.R.
Convoys.

P.Q. 19.

/Intend .. .
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War Diary,
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Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.

Q.P* 15. Intend to proceed from Seidisfjord at 0800A/19.
(Contd.) Expect to comply with your 1231A/18 at approx.

0300A/20.
(C.&I, 2225A/18 to C. in C. H. P. )

f*0.N. 147. C.T.U. 24.1.14 in AMHERST plus DAUPHIN at 1240.
ARVIDA and SHERBROOKE at 1825 sailed to meet 
O.N. 147. ^CELANDINE, RESTIGOUCHE sailing to 

overtake. RESTIGOUCHE becomes C.T.U. on joining. Anticipate 
ST. FRANCIS will sail a.m. 19th to overtake. RESTIGOUCHE and 
ST. FRANCIS fitted with B/F D/F. Radar ARVIDA inoperative. 
(C.T.G. 24.7, 2210A/18 to C. in C. W.A.)

*
Amended (’’Chop" ) 0800Z/24.
(C. in C. W.A., 2346Z/18 to Escorts O.N.147.)

-?0.N. 147.
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Operation "Torch11.
Situation (l) Bougie 5 M.T. ships berthed on 17/11 and
Report No.14. discharging a total of 107 vehicles and 310

tons stores.
(2) Undamaged U-Boat on surface 37.00 N. 02.10 E. 

torpedoed and sunk by Albacore from FORMIDABLE^/"* Walrus from 
Algiers picked up 2 Token survivors at 1725/17. (j<e.
(3) Arzeutbetter than originally expected should handle 2500 
tons daily with six ships. Net defence required.
(4) Oran. 17 ships berthed. Shortly 13 more can be accepted 
with draught limit of 24 feet.
(5) Mers-el-Kebir. Berthing of Force H. will not interfere 
with unloading. Large quantity equipment. Floating crane 
unfortunately sunk by RODNEY.
(6} French are co-operating in A.A.defence in Oran Area.
(7) Hudson aircraft from Oran destroyed U-Boat 30 miles North 
of Algiers at 1030/15. Hudson suffered considerable damage 
and abandoned. Two of crew lost.
(8) Gibraltar. ̂ N.O.X.F. in AURORA due 1300/18. XALMAACK arrived
in tow, damage being assessed. PANTHER, estimated date for 
completion of repairs 5th December. *
(9) Casablanca. Two minefields laid. Hospital ship NEWFOUND
LAND was damaged by mine but details of damage not yet reported. 
(N.C.X.F. 1028Z/18.)

7 7 6 -  » H h

Losses of I regret losses and damage were sustained by
U.S. ships. U.S. Ships operating in the I'edit. under the

orders of N.C. X.F.
A. Trans Div. II.

(1) U.S. Combat Loader THOMAS STONE torpedoed by U-boat a.m.
7th November. Reached Algiers in tow a.m. 11th November.
(2) U.S. Combat Loader LEEDS T O W  torpedoed by U-Boat p.m. 9th 
November in Algiers Bay sunk later.
(3) U.S. Combat Loader ALMAACK torpedoed by U-boat a.m. 15th 
November whilst on passage to U.K. now in tow to Gibraltar.C*.
(4) U.S. EXCELLER leaking slightly from near miss damage.
B. U.S. Light Minelayer TRACY^was bombed and burnt out in Bougie 
a.m. 12th November.
(D.O.D. (F) 1600Z/18 to C. in C. Lant (R) Comnaveu.)

"Torch" K.183. Ships are to land all "Torch" orders
orders. at Gibraltar before proceeding to U.K.

(N.C.X.F. 1756Z/18 to all ships in operation 
"Torch" negative W.N.T.F.)

French Naval 219. From information so far received following 
losses. is state of French Naval Units in or near occupied

ports.
(A) Algiers. Two submarines sailed on 8th Nov. 
Present whereabouts unknown.

(B) Oran. One CA$SA®a-Class, three S1MDUW-class destroyers,
LA SURPRISE all sunk or destroyed. 8 submarines unaccounted for.
(C) Casablanca. (l) In harbour. JEAN BART hit by two heavy 
bombs and five 16-inch shells. One main turret serviceable. 
PRIMAUGUET damaged beached and abandoned. ALBATROSjB, MILAN 
wrecked and beached. LE MALXN damaged. BRESTOIS, FRONDeUR sunk.

/L’ALCYON ...



CIPHER

ADDRESSED: -  ABFCR
(de layed  to  ASWAN)

►

"EDITED LITERAL TEXT"

SITREP No* 11, November 17th*

3.* LV:"''V-L

Bougie* Pivo MT ships "berths unloading vehicles
c il tfd. *-» l* O *-• o  •,

./•'.j.',',;, p o rt  cap ac ity  estim ated  2500 tons d a i ly  
w ith  s ix  sh ips*

Oran* Seventeen ships berthed,
Casablanca, M in e fie ld  la id  o f f  coast.

2, EASTERN TASK FORCE,

Tu n is ia* French in  p o s it io n  east o f B e ja , French 
gendarmes at Gabes a rre s ted  26 Axis commissioners, in terned  
a t Tabessa, 2 JU-52Ts a ttem pting  la n d in g  Gabes, f i r e d  
on by French p a t ro l ;  f le w  away. At Oed Zarga, 01+83 
and Mateur German p a tro ls  d r iv en  o f f  by French,

A lg ie r s :  Co»s B and C, 701st TD BN a rr iv ed  160CZ,

3* CENTER TASK FORGE, L igh t Tk* Bn* a le r te d  fo r  
movement to  A lg ie r s ,

1+, WESTERN TASK FORCE, Ground un its o rgan is in g  
defense o f ports  and airdrom es and execu tin g  
reconnaissance. P a tro ls  o p e ra t in g  to  p r in c ip a l 
towns. A tt itu d e  o f populace f r ie n d ly ,  Unloading 
o f  su pp lies  continues*

5* AIR, 35 A/s s o r t ie s  frem  G ib ra lta r  and North 
A fr ic a n  bases. 1+ s i t t i n g s ,  3 a tta ck s . One Stfb down 
by bow, cfev/ In  conning tower w earin g  l i f e  ja ck e ts .
Noj/a s it t in g s  or cor.ibats. E igh t B-17 aircraft.
27 B is le y s  and 17 Beaufighters dispatched to theatre 
from u n ited  Kingdom, One b- 17 aircraft caught f ire  
i n f l i g h t ,  crashed at sea,

11+20 2+/10
R eceived  in War Registry at 0625/19

Advance copy sent Duty Capta in  D ,0,D . ( f ) D.D. I.C *

1st Lord D ,0 ,D . (F ) (2 )
1st S*L, (2 ) D,C. (2 )
v .c .N .a . D .D .I.C . (3 ) 

D,N, I ,  (1+)A .C .N .S , (F ) (2 )
A .C .N .S .(H ) D, o f p . (2 )
A .C .N .S . ( t ) D. o f  P* ( q )
A ,C .N .S .(W ) d . a/s . w.
C.N .A .S , D, M, S,
iifC ,N , n 9 S, D ,D .0.D .(M )
n a v a l  sec. D, N, ii, D,
N,.i* 1st S,L* D*.., C, D,
Capt, Pirn, 
Dt 0%D. (H ) (2 )

D, o f  L.D,

).T .S .D ,
,br, D*
:d, o f  M, ( 2) 
•.F.D.
>.T ,D .(2 )

rn’• - 
r,2>.’  ( 2)
dmiual Usborne 
dmiffaX Blake (2 ) 
d m l r a l  Ramsey ( 1+) 
,S.K.(2) C.G.0.(2)
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Operation ’’Torch11 - contd.
L ’ALCYON,SIMOUN,TEMP&TE damaged. ORPHEE intact. 
AMPHITRITE, LA PSYCHE, OREADE sunk. LA GRANDIERE 
damaged.
(2) At.sea. FUGUEUSE (7FOUGUEUX) BOULONNAIS 
sunk. MEDUSE beached near Mazagan, LE TONNANT 
scuttled at Cadiz.

(D) Of the remaining 17 submarines believed to be west of 
Gibraltar on 7th Nov. 10 were at Dakar on 17th Nov. leaving 
7 unaccounted for.
(N.C.X.F. 1817Z/18 to Admty.)

French 
N aval 
Losses 
(contd.)

Landing Casualties to landing craft have been very heavy
craft due to heavy swell running on night of assault
casualties. and strong north easterly wind which sprang up at

dawn on D day.
There are at present 19 L.C.A. 7 L.C.M. (l) 9 

L.C.M. (3) 19 L.C.P. and 3 L.C.S. at Algiers. The majority 
of these craft are defective and will require repairs. With 
exception 4 L.C.P. and 2 L.C.M. (3) which are being retained 
by Inshore Squadron all craft now at Algiers are being returned 
to U.K. at first opportunity.
Of other craft which took part in assault,36 are now at Bougie fo 
service with Inshore Squadron, 2 more supplied to PRINSES BEATRIX 
to replace defective craft, 4 are now in BULOLO and the remainder 
were either sunk, severely damaged or have not yet been salved 
from beach. Any craft which are (?subsequently) salved and 
are reparable will be returned to U.K. as soon as possible.
Cmdre. Algiers will signal details of all craft and crews which 
are embarked for passage to U.K. Admiralty pass to C.C.C. 
(F.O.I.S. 1941A/18 to N.C.X.F.)

Proposed N.C.X.F. 2035Z/18, 0705/19.
Air
Activity.

U/B
Sinkings.

‘1)^U-Boat sunk by LORD NUFFIELD was an Italian, 
name unknown. Prisoners have been sent U.K. 
in ARUNDEL CASTLE and DEMPO. io/ti.p ."iyc
(2) U.660 was sunk by '^tSTARWORTj^on*T2th.
Prisoners now in Algiers. . .
(3) U.351 was sunk p.m. 17th off Algiers by A/C. 
14 prisoners now in Algiers.
(F.O.I.S. 2145A/18 to N.C.X.F.) '

N.C.X.F.’s 214. Cancel my 1902/14th.
movements. (N.C.X.F. 2200Z/18)

Escort
Groups.

216. Your 1952/15. This point is appreciated. 
Escort groups have been kept together except 
in a few unavoidable instances and this policy 
will be continued.
(N.C.X.F. 2240Z/18 to Admty.)
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North Atlantic.
Dispositions. N.C.X.F. 0137A/18. See Lion copy.

G.U.F. 2 
reported.

U-boat has made a first sighting report on U»5U0 
k/cs at OOU5/18 G. M.T. Inconclusive bearings 
suggest that either convoy G.U.F. 2 or ARCHER, 
VENOMOUS or WIVERN has been reported.
(D.D.I.C. , 0250A/18 to Escorts of G.U.F. 2., 
ARCHER, VENOMOUS, BOREAS, VELOX, WIVERN, VERITY 
(R) C. in C. W.A. , Cominch, F. 0. C.N.A. , N.C.X. F. 
H.Q.C.C. , N.C.W.T.F. )

FLEETWOOD
^

Return Gibraltar. Pass 036° 05' N., 010° 31* 
(N.C.X.F., 03UOZ/18 to FLEETWOOD (R) PELICAN, 
Admty. C. in C. W.A.)

W.

JONQUIL
/ / » . ; * < }

Your l6l5Z/17th (Proceeding to SSSS). If 
nothing found return to Gibraltar.

S— (N.C.X.F., 07HZ/18 to JONQUIL, (R) ARMERIA, 
' u  Capt. S.8. , N. C. W. N. T. F. )
My l6l5Z/17th. Have roughly searched area as amended 

(1), nothing to report. Returning to await CONTESSA. 
(JONQUIL 0720Z/18 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O. C.N.A.)

Opsum. for 2k hours, ended 21+00/17.
3 sightings including 1 attack Hudson 233 
0859 hours. NHQS 30U2 (35*30 N. , 11.18 W)
CO 160/8 kts. attacked. Black spouts of oil 
together with air bubbles 3/k feet in diameter 
seen for 5 mins, making disturbance like 
whirlpool. Hudson C/2331335 (SCHU?)? U0U8 or 

UOU? 09029 (as received) stationary not attacked. 2 Hudsons 
circling L/500 was one(see below) no sign of attack or 
gunfire from U-boat C/T full of people wearing life jackets 
U-boat down by bows. U-boats sightings and attacks by north 
African based A/C. Details provisional subject to revision 
Hudson Z/500 1025 hours JTJT 0025 CO and speed not stated U-boa 
attacked and disabled on surface Hudson Z/500 1230 hrs.
(?AWN0) TJT 0010 CO and speed not stated Hudson L/500 1255 
hours LBJT 5025 (36.50 N. , 2° 25' E) BO 070/10 kts. All above 
probably refer to same U-boat sighted, by N/500from Gibraltar. 
Reference Hudson S/500 lost on 15th November. After attacking 
U-boat 30 miles N. of Algiers. Hudson attacked with four DCS 
and U-boat immediately blew up. Rear Gunner saw gun blow in 
air and Conning Tower collapse. Great disturbance of water 
as U-boat sank. Explosion considerably damaged Hudson bending 
up ends of main planes and wrecking.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar 0800Z/18).

1 U/B 
damaged 
1 U/B 
destroyed.

/HYDERABAD.. .
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WARNING? This is  an UnparaphrAsea version oi' a secret cypher or confidential

Addrossod A.I.G. 63.

IVuXSLWdN.
Following is correct version of 

my*1340 17th from Tara. 14 to the one! (14)
5th sot. plot.,H.ivi.s. mmm,u.u.s. mapigou;
II.H.S. COHEOrSlS, (E) 036 Gog 26’ 010 dog 56’ 
through 36 10 10 01 thonco Gibraltar 11 taints.

/> 7A*-?
15. IC M F o ,H.M.S. WESTON 2 Sloops, 2 Corvettes,
2 Gutters, 47 02 16 27 to 46 35 16 01 and
43 01 15 55 thonco 148 dogs 12. A 7?*£ > $0 £

16. ITHUIilEL, l*t lor chant shin, 45 11 14 11 through
43 01 14 01 1 2 . » « « * » utTAH- v-*.

0137,1/18.

j.dvanco Copy 3.0. J.O.B.(F). 3.T.D.
V.C.N..
,..G.;:.o. (H)
,,.0.N. .1 Ci’)
,,.0.11.0.(F)(2)
U.,..lst S.L.
Or.pt. Fim. 
b.0.:>.(H)(2)
1) .0.i). (F)(2) 
li.C. (2)
U. Hi.
:w .s .r / .
Hd. of H.
]).)).!. 0.(3)
I . i ’.(2 )
)/.)>.
;j.T.jj.ao
2) . of r (2) 
ij.of ?.(Q)
]j.T.:).(3)
)).(). 3 . (0

(4)
Art. H.rncay (4)
F.O. (;i) by courior.
n  f t  i, r,i 
Kj , O ,lv . 1 •

IH.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
HYDERABAD 
attack on 
U/B.

C.A.F.O. 843/(?Ul) (?834Al) (A) HYDERABAD 
(B) 17U0 2/16/11/1^2. (C) 36° 21* N. , 8° 12’ W.
(D) 13 (E) 1718Z.
(HYDERABAD, 0800Z/18 to Admty).

MovementsK.X.6.
4-/* I } 1

P.51,
P. 222
information. 

> 6  0 3.

Arrivals 2230/17th LANCASTER, WELLS, OXLIP, 
HONEYSUCKLE, HYDERABAD^ ?RESTIVE), ACHROITE, 
ARNOLD/ BENNETT, TERVANI, GREGORY, with convoy K.X.6.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 0828Z/18 to Admty).

^  ft-oA u±jk+S7> f V w )  v, y i  j At i/j
«/ H  MConvoy for Algiers and Oran leaving Gibraltar 

2200/18th through O 360 15' 004° 33* W., 036°
25’ 002° 5 1’ W., and 036° 02’, 001° 27’ W., 
and may be encountered.
(Capt. S.8. , 0950Z/18 to P.51, P.222).

U.S. Combat 
leader 
ALLAACK 
(torpedoed 
15th Nov).

Arrival JAUNTY towing American SS. ALMAACK. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1029Z/18).

pass Europa Point at 2100 18th, proceed through the Straits 
at moderate speed and thence westward at high speed to R/V 
Force C in O3S0 i+5 1 N., 010° 20’ W., at 0800/19th.
A )  Alternative Y. Force A. Force B. reverse course as 
requisite to pass Europa Point at 0330/19th then as for X, 
but R / V  with Force C in 037° 00’ N., 010° UO* W., at l600/19th.
(5) Alternative Y to be followed unless X is ordered by N.C.X.F.
(6) Object is to pass westwards through Straits unseen.
(7) Force B returns to Gibraltar when Force C joins Force A.
(8) Route of Force A. P. 035° 56' N., 006° 25' W.
Q. 036° 30’ N., 007° 00' W. R. 036° 30' N., 010° 00’ W.
S. (?) OijO0 00’ N. , 015° 00’ W. , then as ordered by Admiralty.
(9) C. in C. H.F. is requested to order final destination and 
provide relief of screening destroyers as requisite.
(N.C.X.F. , 1107Z/18 to R.A. (A), WESTCOTT, (R) DUKE OF YORK 
VICTORIOUS, QUIBERON, QUALITY, QUENTIN, OPPORTUNE, BULLDOG, 
BEAGLE, MALCOLM, GLAISDALE, MILNE, C.S.10 Capt. (D) 3, Admty.
C. in C. H.F., V.A. Gibraltar, BERMUDA).

/0.N.145...
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MOST SECRET
''AIiNING: T his i s  an unparaphrased v ers io n  o f  a se c r e t  cypher or c o n f id e n t ia l
code m essage, and the t e x t  must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  to  
communicate i t  to  persons o u ts id e  B r i t is h  or A llie d  Government S e r v ic e s .

MOST SECRET 

FftOrt; /V.G.X.F.

IESSAGE IN

1252Z/18 th  Novombor.
rr-  V

Dato: 18.11.42. 
Rood: 2L30

Naval Cypher S by W/T . __________

SijILJ: A .I.G .65 . N.a .S ta tio n *  

IMPORTANT.

S itu a tio n  re p o r t a rea  z.
1 . H.H.S. TENANT, 025 dogs 28» 021 dogs 011 on 
su rface  000 dogs 11.

2 . G U F  ono, so von destroyers , 032 degs 59’ 025 dogs 39 
285 dogs 134.

3 . PONTS3X)Y/N, YESflUR, VTVIANA, SIMM?, 029 dogs 18* 021 
dogs 47* through 25 01 23 01 thonco 1S9

1232Z/18.

V.G .N O
A.C.N o• l ) a(H)/ r \ J'! • 1 J *(F)(
A.O .h • o« <T)
N.a t ■' ■ f n j  

l-̂ o o
Gap him
1AOMi;-(H)(2)
JAGM), (F ) (2)
J.G /

• Vo
U.S ,N•
.i f • ‘ 1»
HdyOf M.
jj . J .1 •G. (3)
I . ? .( 2)
W.j),»

Advance Copy J.G . .0 .0 .4 . (F)

4 . o f 1 .(2 )
3).o f P.(Q) 
D.T.D.C5)
D.TJ).(M)
iJ.T.D.(G)
F .u .S . by c o u rie r . 
Admiral B lako .(2 )
Admiral Ramsey(4) 
1AM. S.
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MOST SECRET M E S S A G- E
1252Z/l>3th November

FROM:- Naval Cornmr, X .F. DATE;~ 1 8 c l l842*

*  T T * c  Pi li)jG'Ji “■ 2105

_  N̂ VAL CfPICSR X s\j7q9_ l ^ Ji/L^

IN

r * * V \  :

ADDRESSED:-  IT. A, S tation  

IITOlg/NT
•.-JtoC t e c :■ v .: 0 |*  I%m>*rnm

S itu ation  report fo r  Area Y0  ̂S itu ation  20C4A 13th,

(1) II,M. S, TRUANT at 2100A 13th 025 dcgo, 23* 021 degs0
oi* on the su?i!'.cc 0 .0  aegs. H * ^
(2) U.S. S/lI SHA3), GU/VAJfiL. HERRING, BANS, at 2100A 18 th
between 44 01  20 01 and 4o Cl 20 01 on the su riace
OCO degs, 11, S « <• ^ ^  V
(3 ) U, S. -S/nvl BEACKB1SH at 21C0A 13th vicinity  33 0.1 20 01
000 degSo H i .  c .  ̂ y /6-/^sT
(4) Spanish tra in in g  ship JUAN SEBASTIAN BE
cru is in g  “between Oair. ry I s ,  and Point t i e  i , 'a  
030 dogs, 02* , h i   ̂ c *
(5) Q IT F one, 7 destroyers 032 degs. 59* 025 Begs. 35* 
2 %  dogs* I3-K
(6) PCNWSDCVflT, DEStcR.l’UYdS. VIVTANA,H.M,S. SPHERE (e)
2y 13 24 4 ?  through 25 01 23 01 thence 169 degs, 6-a-« v

12527/18

advance copy sent Duty Captain D,0«D»(p) D .D,I,G .

V . C.H.S.
A.C.N.S, Ce ) 
A .C .N .S .lF ) (2)• r» tt o? /ni

#  o  „  \  J* / /

N,A, 1st S,L.
Capt* Pirn,
D.O.D. CllJ C25 
D .C .D .(f ) (2 )
Duty Captain {2j 
U.S,IT.
e . a/ s. w.
lid, of M,
D .D .I .G .(3)
I . F . ( 2 )
W. D,
D .T.D . (IT)
F .O .S . by courier 
D, of P ,(2 )
D. o f P .(Q)
Admiral Blake (2) 
Admiral Ramsey (4)
D .N .I . (4)
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MOST SECRET
MOSS i niTTir? - M J U o a g L XU

VA:a-!INSl’0/|j?i«lp.^3aij^ipioaraphrascd ^ R 9 P 'tl<lg confident n
code message, wnd 'lh?‘ text must f ir s t  be ^a^a’phrus^drTtTnf is es. enti-d t 
communicate it  to persons outside BritiR^^g^^All^tj^^overnT.'nt Services.

..NAVAL CYPHER 3(s) 3Y W/J _________
ADDRESSED:- N.A. S tation  

i i a ’QiffiijiT f "

S itu a tion  report fo r  Area X. S itu ation  at 2C02A la th .

(1) H.M.S. aSIUKDUEBCI/S? at 21C0A 13th 36 30 10 09
l iv c a  by day 2-g- knots surfaced by night 1C knots to 
pass 36 5C 09 28 at O9C0A 19th through 35 38 07 -32 • 
at 020OA 20til* *

(2) II. II. S. TROOP HR passes h3 01 12 i|-6 at 05C0A 19tii 
157 degs. d ived  by day 2b knots surfaced by night 9 * 
knots*

(3 ) P .3 H  pass 10 01 12 C9 at 2000A 18th 161 dogs* *
10 iaiots* J ived  by day 2a* knots su rfaced  by . n ight, 1•A.f .yyjf.
(4 ) U.S. S/Ms SHAD, G U 1 Q T J L BARB, at 21CGA 18th 
between bk Cl 20 p i  and 1*0 Cl 20 Cl on su rface 0C0 dogs.

(5) U.S. S/M BIACKFISH at 21CCA 13th v i c in i t y  o f  33*01 20
Ol 000 dogs, l l i f ,  jjb .yp f

<■ />

( 6) K M S 3, H.M.S, BLACK SWAN,1 (one) sloop , 9 corvettes , 
j 9 53 18 35 through 38 Cl 18 01 thence 130 dogs, 6.

(7 ) M K S 1 (one) (X), H.M.S. LCIDCEDEKITY, L/EibGUAHD,
LUIiV/CPTH, WOODSTOCK, LCUISBURG,PRESCOTT, H. M. S. BIDEFC2D; 
ho 59 16 51 throu^i h2 30 16 Cl thcn«e 000 Begs* 1 C ./

( 8) M.K.F. 2,H.M.S, rmiG/JT, K.M. S.*FLEETVJOC!D, II.H.S. EGRET,
H.M.S. PHIIAHTE, BATFF, SB HUE IT, CLARE, 33 16 lh  5h through 
39 12 17 02 thence 3h2 dogs. 12* . > ^ - A ^ .  .

(9) Spanish tra in in g  ship JIT ATT SEBAS1IATT DM ELGANO, 
cru is in g  between Canary is la n d s and point 36 .01  30 02,

A -* -  £

( l c )  H.M.S. V(TVEHN II.H, SEVERITY, 35 Cl C9 09 through 
35C’ dogs. Gape S p artcl 5 t o  G ibraltar 20. r ^ , 7 / i

(11) G U F 2 ,7  destroyers, 3h C’7 15 23 thJWUgh 5b 15 18 Cl 
thence 233 degs, 12,

(12) Iv M F 5, H.M.S. WESTON, 2 sloops, 2 c o r v e t te s ,2 eu tters . 
bl 16 lh  30 lb8 dogs. 12. ’u+ .foy j,*  y i0?

(13) ITKURIEL, one*nier chant ship, h i 06 12 33 150 dogs. 12.4— /*,

OU) K.M.S. VENOMOUS, K.M. 3. BOREAS,H.LI.S. VELOX, ARCHER, *>714.
2 tankers, o f f  Cape S partel t o  G ibraltar lh . 4-~«-/> 7 ̂

(15) Force A, 2 F leet Units,H.M.S. BULLDOG,H.M.S. BEAGLE,
H.M.S. OPPORTUNE,K.M.S. HILLnE.QUIBERON, (?and) QUENTIN, 
passing Europa P t. at 0h30A 19th through 35 56 06 Cb 
to  36 30 07 Cl to  36 30 10 (;1 to  n/v with 3 destroyers 
at (?17)00A 19th in  p o s it io n  37 01 10 35 thence 311 degs. 18.



1 1 1 ' fl

(16) H.M.8. WCSTCCTT H,M,S. MALCOLM G-LAISDALE 36 09 
c 6 4a to jo in .F orce  A. at 17CCxi -19th in  p o s it io n  37 01
10 35. . QUIBEHDN QUALITY Qtt&IYIIJ I-I.lftft. MILLffi to  return 
to  G ibra ltar at 170CA 19th, />/0 7 ^2_ / * 7 ^3.

(17) H.M.S. FLEETWOOD 36 15 10 48 through 36 C5 10 31 
thence to  G ibraltar 13,

• '12532/lf

Advance copy sent Duty Captain D, C,D. (n) D, T.D,

v.cai.s. .
A.C.1T.S. (K)
A .C .N ,S ,(f ) (2 )  
a . c . n . s . ( t )
D. ii« 1st S, L»
Cant, Pim.
D .O .D .(H )(2)
D.C.D. (f) ( 2 )
Duty Captain ( 2)
U.S.IT.
D ,i/S ,W .
Hd, o f  LI.
D ,D ,I ,C ,(3)
I.Pr(?)

-  2 -

W.D,
D.T.D, (M] 
P .0 .3 , hy
D,iT,I,.(4;

cou rier

Admiral Blake (2) 
Admiral liarrisey (4)
D, of p . (2] 
D* of P, (Q, 
D.T.D . (3 
D.T.D, (C
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*■ -,i*; ■ MOST SECRET < /:' •* ,y ./•*' «r ,

TAILING: This i„: an unparaphrased version o f  a secret cypher or con fidentia l
code m e s , and the text Tnq^20^t8>diO V@ l?!fo^^ i f  i t  Is es. en tia l to 
communicate i t  to per - ms outside B rit ish  or A llie d  Government Services.

MOST SECFFi M E S S  A G E I N

tv.-4'aou ,Trora: N .G .X .F.

Feed-
NAVAL CYTHER (S ) by ■ ’/T

IS  » 1 I ,  ''32.

Ju -L *

Addressed: Snips and A iitn o r i’c io s  North A t la n t ic
m  Area a .

II3P0RTANT

My 1263Z 1 8 th * Amend parapgrapb Q )

& ir w S a W
14 59 000 cfegs. 12l.

1720Z/18

K- S itu a t io n  rep o r t  f o r  A rea  X.

V.O.NcS, N 
A .C .N .S .(H )i\.C .NlS, (F )(2 )
: i-.t q (in'.

. U  V .M  i  I *  A  u \  /
i .-'•d nn *a . !.m o

».}%
0 .0 ,0 , ( F ) (2
0 , 0 . ( 2 ;

L.

U . S  T';

n

Advance cow sent
C . G . X 2 ) ,  D . a C - ( F )

OoDo.U 
I . P . ( 2 )
W.D. ---.
O .TX t Mi)
F.O,So by courier

!XN.I.(4)
Ad. Blake (2 ) 
Ad. narasoypd) 
c . o f  . ' . A )
n. o f  p J q '
B . T.D. 5
C . T.C .CC)
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MOST SECRET
’ ARMING: This is  an unparaphrased version o f a secret cypher or con fiden tia l
code message, and the tex t must f i r s t  be priraphrased i f  i t  is  essentia l to 
communicate i t  to persons outside B rit ish  or A llie d  Government Services.

MOST SECRET M E S S A G E  IN
213 6 2/1 8 th. No1v cnib o r 

PROM:-  N ava l Corn. X.F. EATP: -  19,. 11,1+2.

REOEs~ 0:135

_________NAVEL CODE I I  Ef  W/l_______________ _ _ ________

A-iJAESSEI) : • * St & A» RorT.lr A t la n t ic  ..sea 

IMMEDIATE

My 1253Z 13 th/ amend para. 13 to  read;

(E ) Ol-Q dogs,. 27* C13 dogo, 3L1 150 dogs. , 10.

(2 ) Am and para, 17 to  read: 03 £ clegs* Co* CCG dogs,

1+9f to Gibraltar 15 o

2136 Z/ 1Z

/• S itu a t io n  Area X

Advance copy sent Cps, C.E, 0 .1 .C,

V .C .N .S .

EG>

AiCcii’«S» (H)
A t O . N . S . (2)
, ? < r Q { T- \if - ts J • — C ‘ /
7 • '1 o C> T!■ *- *-0* **■ ‘ '* uJ®
G or.t, Elm .
t l i l  a : )  (2 )
B ■ 0-E. - P! (2 )

n ' v \•- ■; '•-'e . -/

t. i.1/ O 1 11/0
lid* o f  Mo
jJc J) c a  0 \S)
7 5 > 2 )

d ̂ i .,*«■>1 hi y
j?*L« 07 c o u p le s
E . N . I . ( i i )
Admire1 Blake (2 )  
Adm iral Ramsey (4) 
l; . of- i-,, ^2)
E. o f  K | q5 
E.,a„--h. Ip i 
E/f.LE (C)
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18.11.19U2.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic. - Contd.
0.N.1U5 Fifteen ships dispersed in U6° 06' N., 38° 32* W.

at 1700 G.M.T. 17th November.
From dispersal ships proceeding to 38° N., 
between 30° and 39* W., thence to 27° N., betwee 

30° and 38° 30’ W., thence 180°.
Straggler PANAMA estimated U2° 55’ N., 33° 10’ W., at 1800Z/17 
172° to 38° N., 10 knots.
(D.T.D., 1238A/18 to S. and A. N.A.)

K.X.6
yf ̂  2.

K.X.6 arrived less AQUILLA (put back to U.K.), 
EMPIRE MINOTAUR,(arrived Funchal), EMPIRE GNOME, 
TRITON, TRANSVAAL, QUERCIA, YTHAN BRAES, straggled 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1330Z/18 to Admty).

Damaged
U/B.

N.C.X.F. 1U10/18 (damaged U-boat - N.T. in W.D. ) 
P.C. and S. 035° 03’ N., 009° U3’ W., 290° 28 
knots.
(VERITY, 1600Z/18 to F.O.C.N.A.)

M/Bs and 
L/Cs.

Movements

Any motor boats or landing craft sighted are to 
be towed into harbour.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1628Z/18 to JONQUIL, ARMENIA, 
COREOPSIS,->fROTHESAY, MARIGOLD, BRIXHAM, BUDE).

* - -

Arrival 1300 N.C.X.F. in AURORA, WISHART, ANTEIL 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1633Z/18 to Admty. (r ) N.C.X.F., 
S.O.I.S., Commodore Algiers).

WESTCOTT. To avoid THUNDERBOLT do not proceed north of 
36° 30’ N., until West 009° 30* W.
(N.C.X.F. , 16U8Z/18 to WESTCOTT (R) H.M.S. 
MALCOLM, H.M.S. GLAISDALE, F. 0. C. N. A. S. , 
Capt. (S) 8th S.F., F.O.C.A. Carriers).

Trawlers
M.M.S.

Ref. N.C.X.F's letter No. 130/XFT 1/7 of 22nd 
August to P.D. (Q) para. 12 (e). Admty. are 
requesting information when the trawlers and 
motor minesweepers may be required to arrive 
on the station. Any early information that you 
can give regarding your future requirements of 
coastal forces will also be appreciated.
(D.O.D. (H), 1726A/18 to N.C.X.F.)

/Movements. N.C.X.Fs. 1107/18th. Sailed p.m./l8th R.A.A. 
H.F., in VICTORIOUS, DUKE OF YORK, WESTCOTT, 
MALCOLM, GLAISDALE, BULLDOG, BEAGLE, OPPORTUNE. 
Q. Z.H. 929 less 902, 903. L.50 S. 385 X873 less 
867 Y 363.
2. Admiralty pass to C. in C. H.F.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1739Z/18).

/Orders...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.- Contd.
Orders to My 1330/15th Nov. and 1500/l6th Nov. Omit
S/Ms. position A  and B.

^.^-THUNDERBOLT*?. 311 and*TR00PER proceed to pass 
through position X 225° speed of Advance 10 at 
1200/19th 21st and 22nd respectively. Y 036°

4 0 ’ N., 007° 3 0 ’ W . , at 0100/20th 22nd and 23rd respectively 
thence R/V in C at l600/20th 22nd and 23rd respectively.
(Capt. S.8., 1754Z/18 to THUNDERBOLT, P.311, TROOPER).

FLEETWOOD Left M.K.F. 2 at 1030Z/l8th in 037° k5' N. ,
M.K.F. 2. 012° h5' W . , course 300° 13 knots my P.C. and S.

036° 3k 1 N . , 011° 18' W . , 130° 13 knots weather 
report E.T.A. 1700Z/19th.
(FLEETWOOD, 1800A/18 to N.C.X.F.)

Broadcast 
warning to 
shipping.

Your 13l+9A/17th. Para. 1 concur. Broadcast will 
be made on 500 k/cs at 0900 on 21st from 
Algiers and Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F., 18U3A/18 to Admty).

K.M.S.3 All present. Weather report. 2000A P.C. and S.
037° 30’ N . , 016° 25’ W. , 115° 7 h  
2. Request confirmation that ships appointed 
A.N.D. are to remain in present positions and 

not be placed in inner column.
3. Continuous bad weather has restricted oiling at sea and 
majority of Escort group 37 should replenish at Gibraltar 
if required for onward escorts
(BLACK SWAN, 2000Z/18 to Admty. (R) Naval Cdr. X.F. ,
C. in C. Western Approaches, Capt. (d ) Liverpool, F.O.C.N.A.)

ITHURIEL P.C.S. at 2000A/l8th 0i+2° 27’ N. , 013° 3 V  W.
^  \ 150° 10 knots perhaps increasing (?later)

‘ ‘ (weather report) 3572 1025.
(ITHURIEL, 2015A/18 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty. 
C. in C. W. A . )

STURGEON. Endurance of STURGEON will necessitate her
leaving patrol p.m./2l+th and proceeding to 
Algiers.
(Capt. S.8., 2122Z/18 to STURGEON, Capt. S.10 
(R) N.C.X.F., V.A. Gibraltar).

Foreign Admty. pass to C.T.F.3k» Following is a
M/Vs. repetition of 2111+/l8th.

"C.T.G. 26.7 C.T.F. 3k from Opnav. Request names 
and flags of all foreign merchant ships at 
present in Casablanca and Port Lyautey".
(Opnav 2123/18 to Admty) Passing action being 
taken by W. R.

/ROTHESAY.. .



MOST SECRET.

775

War Diary. 18.11.19U2.
Wednesday.
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North Atlantic. - Contd.
ROTHESAY C.A.F.O. 83U/U1. (A) ROTHESAY, (B) 1705Z/16/11/
attack on U2 (C) 36° N., 9° 02’ W. (D) 5. (E) 1820Z.
U/B. (ROTHESAY, 2130Z/18 to N.C.X.F. (R) V.A.C.N.A. ,

Admty. M. S.13)«

T.E. 5 Convoy T.E.5 passing Europa Point at 2155 routed
through 036° 15’ N., 00U° 33* W., and 036° 25'
N., 002° 51’ W., speed 7.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 2158Z/18 to R.A.(A) Horae Fleet).

Movements Arrival BOREAS, VENOMOUS, VELOX, ARCHER with
SS. BULKOIL and SS. SEAKAY.
2. Arrival JONQUIL and ARMENIA from Port 
Lyautey. ji> > j  * ,
(F.O.C.N.A., 22U6V18 to Admty).

BLACKFISH HLACKFISH position 2000Z/18th 033° 5U' N.,
s .  020 ° 00’ W. E.T.A. at Point D. 2000Z/20th. 

/V*77 ■» (BLACKFISH, 2310Z/18 to Comnaveu (R) Admty.
C. U.S. S/M Squadron 50, F.O.S. F.O.C.N.A., at 
Gibraltar).

EMPIRE
CHAUCER.

South Atlantic.
Sunk 17th Oct.
(S.O.(I) Jamaica, 1022R/18) See America & West 
Indies.

DRAGON Arrival 18th Nov.
(S.O.(I) Freetown, 10U1Z/18 to Admty etc).

ASTURIAS A.M. 1621A/18 Sept. (Refit programme for
ASTURIAS and ALCANTARA) Request information wbe 
ASTURIAS should be sailed for U.K.
(F.O.C.W.A. , 11U9Z/18 to Admty).

/Blockade.
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MOST SECRET M E 3 S A G 3  IN
1015C A 3th  N tv amber*

D ate, 1 3 * 1 1 .4 2 , 
Titno. 1050,From: 0 , In 0 .  3outh A t l a n t i c ,

Naval Cypher 5 ( m) by W/T & T/P

A dd ressed : A , I • G. 125, 

IMPORTANT, I
NEPAL,JW*r». FORTUNE,, and 2 c o r v e t t e s , w ith  C.D, otro 

o f f  Durban toward 033 degs south  036 dogs o a s t ,

GLEN EARN, 019 degs 3 0 ’ south  O il degs 40* oa st 
330 dogs IS ,

American tra n s p o r t  WEOT^OINT, 043 degs 25* south  013 degs 
45* oa st t o  o a s t  21, '

Ihtfj-a. R0CKE033, about 035 dogs 05* sou th  021 degs 00* 
east t o  Simons town 12£ .

H#M.3 i ALCANTARA, on p a t r o l  in  aroa  M 3 A and B.

1 0 1 5 0 /1 3 ^

Ad^an-ou-e«^-4b)»G^,

D,O .D .(F ) ,

HMB

1 s t  3 .L , ( 2 )
V . 0 .N .3 ,
A ,0 ,N ,3, (F ) (2 )  
A .C .N .3 .(T )  
N .A . l s t  3 ,L , 
D .O .D . (F ) ( 2 )  
] ) ,0 .D ,(H ) 2 
Hd, o f  M,C 2]
D.
D.D,T*D« ( 3] 
D .T .D .fM )
D ,T *D»\G)
I . P . ( £ )
W. D. 'D,0,( 2)
Ad ml, Blake, 
D .M .8,

[d, o f  M ,( 2 
) ,D * I ,0 .(  2) 
), o f  p . ( 2)
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MOST SECRETM O $1§ E CEEJnov. M IN
Date„ 18/11/42. 
Reeda 1724From:- R.A. West Africa*

N.

A d d r e s s e d :-  A .I .G .  149.

IMPORTANT^

2 M/L,off Bathurst to Freetown 81* One M/L, 

Bissao to Freetown 10. kJb ER.U 1° 18 50 to Freetown 
through 09 01 15 59 10. N eth erla n d s Sub. K.14.,10 
15 18 40 288 degs 9 at 2001 Z 18th. TURCOMAN*about 
14 30 34 50 100 degs 8h ST. LOMAN, NORTHERN CHIEF, 

'NORTHERN ISUSS, 2 tugs, 10 45 38 45 093 degs 9.
H.M.S. HUDGEWATER, about 16 55 33 50 to  South 10.

12C5Z/18o

A.C.N.S. (F ).(2 ). 
N.A.lst S.L. 
Capt.Plm .
D.O.D.(H)(2).
D.O.D.(F)(2).
D.T.D.(M).
DoD.O.D.(M).

D uty Capt o(2)• 
D .D.I.C .(2).
D .of.P lans.(2). 
D.A/S.W,

Hd.of M.
W.Dr"----

I .P .(2 ).
D .N . i * (4)•F.O.S. by c o u r ie r .
D.D.O.D.(C), 
C.C.R.T.

Advance Copy. Duty C a p t . ,
D.O.D.(F). 
D.T.D.



RiMOJSJs$EC&E/TtMOST sec:
From. R. a. \70str AfflEbar

NAVAL CYPHER (M) b y  w/t .

th Nov.
Date. 18*11.42, Rood. 17&7.

IN,

Addressed(

IMPORTANT,

Ships in Area P. of South Atlantic Station South of 8 degs North. Admiralty.
G.in C. South Atlantic. N.O.I.C.Takorad i. R. N.0. Lagos.

Situation Report.
■HvM.S. DRAGON -off Freetown 2*7̂  degs. Y h— n.<rrz/tr)

„ H.M.S. ST, . ZENO,CANNA,H.M.S. MAGNOLIA. H.M.S.SPXNIA&D, escorting 0&7 aeg§. lS* 013 degs. 40» 1&7 degs0 4'2 •
NORTHERN DAWN, NORTHERN DUKE, COVENTRY CITY, escorting 006 degs. 25* 012 degs. 15* 123 degs. 9 at 2000 18th.

H,M.S

, CO.MANDJfT D E te O Y ^ F .S ,  frith T S 24,005 degs. dŜ -
' tMoRXrS. /•// i t . J y y S * - !

, H.M.SP * S A N D O W N ,2 Motor Launches,
-*A

escorting 003 degs. ’ (?£5’*V005 degs.’ 25* to 002 degs.40* 007 aegs. 46* thence 289 degs. 9&, -x-
H.M.S. PICT off Lagos (Nig.) to Takoradi 9.

 ̂H.M.S, CORINTHIAN 003 degs. 45' South 009 degs. 10* East to Pointe Noire 11.
H.M.S. ASTURIAS*. H.M am/ran:between 00? degs. (?S71) 02S degs. 

35* 029 degs. Dl» 12£. e
.JS on patrol * and OOl degs.

„„ H.IL3 *AUjOCHY , H.M.S. NOpiCH CITY about 004 degs. 00' South 028 degs. C)0' to Freetown 9.
Allied Naval Units on patrol in Takoradi area.

•  v.C.N.S.A.C.N.S. (T A.C.N.S. (H A.C.N.S. (F) (2) N.A, to.1st S.L.

1215Z/18
jnt L,^ 
D. 1.(5.

Advance copy sent D.G., D.O.D. (F) 
& D.~ “

Cant. Pirn. 
. O.D. .O.D,• 0. (' U.S.N.

rD.O.D. (H) (2)
B:8:V
D.A/S.W.Ha. ’ of ft. 
D.D.I.O. (2)

I.P. (2)W.~
D.T.D. (M 
D.D.O.D. (C) D.M.S.
D.T.D. (3)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
Blockade (1) If ANNELIESE ESSBERGER or KOTA NOPAN, both
Runners. southbound blockade runners, are sighted make

immediate report to DRAGON and ASTURIAS (R)
F.O.C.West Africa, Comsolantfor.
(2) ESSBERGER 5»000 tons, single decker, raised 

forecastle, 1 funnel, 2 masts painted light colour, length

(F.O.C.K.A. , 1150Z/18 to BRIDGEWATER, ST. LOMAN, STELLA 
POLARIS, TURCOMAN, (R) ASTURIAS, DRAGON, Comsolantfor).

GLENEARN Ref. 121+3/16th C. in C. S.A. (GLENEARN sailed 
for U.K.) Propose to divert GLENEARN to 
Pernambuco for onward convoy.
(R. A. W. A. F. , 1159Z/18 to Admty).

LOUISE INCONSTANT has rescued 25 survivors ex SS.
MOLLER LOUISE MOLLER sunk by U-boat at 0800C/13 in

survivors. approx. 30° S., 38° 50' E.
(2) Masters boat still adrift.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1216C/18) See also 2136C/20.

Venturas,
accidents,
flying
restriction.

2 losses at sea and one forced landing on land 
of Venturas for reasons so far inexplicable 
have resulted in orders being issued 
restricting flying by these aircraft to most 
urgent operational work only. Until causes of 
accidents have been ascertained air coastal 
patrols are severely curtailed.
(C. in C. S.A. , 121+8C/18 to Admty (r ) C. in C. 
E.P.)

Transport of
Service
Personnel.

Your 111+3/6, not to C. in C. S.A. B.A.D. 
Washington has been asked to obtain a ruling 
for U. S. personnel.
2. Confirmed that service personnel of each 
other Allied Nation should be considered 
separately and may be embarked up to 250 of 
each service.
3. Further signal follows.
(D.O.D. (P), 1359A/18 to P.S.T.O. Capetown 
(r ) C. in C. S.A. )

Takoradi Your 1321A/16 (Freetown and Lagos to be used
congestion. as holding ports to avoid congestion at Takoradi)

consider these instructions suitable for 
inclusion in M.A.R.I.
(Cominch, C. and R, 1515/18 to Admty).

/Suspicious...
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
Suspicious Suspicious Tanker sighted 2200Z/8th Nov. in 041° 
Tanker. 23’ S., 000° 08’ E., course 280° Norwegian tanker

SKOTAAS due Punta Arenas 24th Nov*, may then have 
been in this position. Request confirmation f 
Master.
(S.O.(l) Capetown, 1516C/18 to S.O.(l) Montevideo 
(r ) Admty).

Dakar No change major units Dakar P.R.U. 18th Nov. 
(F.O.C.W.A. , 1531Z/18to N.C.X.F. )

Pernambuco Mr. Shortland M.W.T.R. reports port facilities
congestion. at Pernambuco are much overcrowded, and in

my (?last) conversation with Adm. Ingram he 
informed me that further warships were being 
attached to his Squadron shortly, which will 

further congest quays.
He therefore enquired whether it would be possible to divert 
southbound ships to Rio de Janeiro instead of Pernambuco and 
northbound going to Pernambuco when required.
This will give Pernambuco a period of rest after which it shoul 
be built up to maximum capacity.
(N.A. Rio de Janeiro, 1546Z/18 to Admty).

U.S. (1) U.S. Cruisers MILWAUKEE, CINCINNATI and
Patrols. U.S. Destroyer SOMERS with aircraft will be

carrying out patrol on 18th 19th 20th November. 
They will pass through 001° 03’ S. , 022° 1+5' W, 
on 18th Nov. and proceed on course 320° speed

12̂ - knots.
(2) U.S. Ships OMAHA, MARBLEHEAD, and JOUETT are carrying out 
patrol passing through (a ) 001° 38’ S., 023° 30’ W., 342° 1130Z 
20th and (B) 005° 00’ N., 29° 00’ W. at 0030Z/22nd.Further details of this patrol will be passed when known. 
Originator numeral to Comsolantfor is 71»
(F.O.C.W.A., 1919Z/18 to ASTURIAS, BRIDGEWATER, (R) Comsolantfor 
ST. LOMAN, MAINE).

Departure 18th Nov. U.S. Cruisers MARBLEHEAD, OMAHA,
U.S. Destroyer JOUETT.

(R.0. Pernambuco, 1941Z/18 to Admty).

GAMTOOS Your 17l4/3rd. GAMTOOS to come under control of
Royal Navy) G(AM?)T00S will come under operati 
control of R. N. at 0900Z tomorrow Thursday and 
will sail at 1200Z for Kilindini.
(N.O.I.C. Durban, 1945/18 to C. in C. S.A. )

Movements Arrival 18th November H.M. Tugs ARCTIC EXPLORER
and WELLARD.(R.0. Pernambuco, 2012Z/l8to Admty).

/Tankers..
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Tankers OLTENIA II, ITORVIK, CISTULA, DRUPA, BENTE
MAERSK are required in Caribbean or Gulf of 
Mexico to load for U.K. Also ORANGELEAF if 
she can be spared pending arrival R.F. A.EGHODALE.

2. From information available here (tanker message) 
alternative means are:-
(a) to sail vessels to Pernambuco to join convoy referred to 
in Comsolant 1658/13 to F. O.C.W.A. or
(b) to take advantage of escorts sent to fetch floating dock 
No. 2k*
3. Request your proposals for earliest arrival at loading 
ports.
k* Your II36/1 7. To enable MIJDRECHT to receive escort from 
CORINTHIAN for a greater proportion of voyage suggest her 
destination be changed to Bahia and that she be broken off 
from escort at a later stage.
It is understood that ship can join Northbound Convoy for 
Trinidad with no loss of time due to suggested change.
(D.T.D. , 2036A/18 to F. O.C.W.A. ) Reply: F. O.C.W.A., 1921/20.

18.11.1942.
Wednesday.
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Me d11 e rrane an.
PORPOISE 
(Enemy M/V 
2 destroyers)

Aircraft claim one hit in 033° 09' N 015° 00' E 
at 2215A.
(Gapt. S.10. 0022A/18 to PORPOISE.) (*** I'fX/tty5 . C y

PORPOISE PORPOISE steer 130° and P.212 180° with despatch
P.212. on the surface by day at C.O's discretion, orders
P- follow.
P. tbtft~.fe.ltoS (Gapt. S.10. 0801A/18 to PORPOISE. P.212 (R) P.46.)

Proceed to establish patrol within 10 miles of following 
positions PORPOISE 032° 14' 015° 54’. P.212 031° 28’ 017° 18'.
P.46 is moving with despatch from direction Lampion to patrol 
within 20 miles north and east of Sirte, E.T.A. daylight 19th.
P.44 leaves Malta noon today to patrol south of 032° 00' W of 016° 
06’. All S/Ms may proceed on surface daylight at own discretion. 
Next signal to you by one time pad.

(Capt. S.10 1105A/18 to PORPOISE. P.212. (R) P.46. P.44. 
P.211. C. in C. Med. Capt. S.l.)

GLENFINLAS
ALSENA
KOUTOUBIA
FLORIDA
AWATEA
CATHAY
KARANJA
TYNWALD

Examined position of damaged vessels Bougie 
Harbour, Nov. 17th. GLENFINLAS flooded number 1,
2 and 3 holds by bombs salving (?probably) in 
about one week. French ship ALSENA damaged by 
bombs and burnt out. Can probably be patched to 
allow beaching clear of berths but in view of fire 
damage probably C.T.L. French ship KOUTOUBIA and 
FLORIDA scuttled by N.O.I.C. to prevent fire 
damage from ALSENA lying on beam end. Salvage 
practicable but probably take 6 months under present

conditions.
British ships AWATEA, CATHAY, KARANJA, TYNWALD are C.T.Ls. 
Possible to salve some (?capstan) gear from upper decks. Further 
examination will be made on completion of operations on
GLENFINLAS.
(Salvage Officer, Algiers 0830A/18 to Cdre. Algiers.)

M.Ls
Oran

Your 1002/17 (N.T. in W.D.) (?request) N.C.X.F. 
in AURORA grant permission to retain M.Ls owing to 
urgent local requirements.
(F. O.I.C. Oran 0848Z/18 to N.C.X.F.)

Movements. Arrivals 17th Nov. JERVTS, PAKENHAM, PALADIN,
KELVIN, NUBIAN, JAVELIN, DELPHINIUM, GLOXINIA, 
SOUTHERN ISLE0, Greek destroyer AETOS, SOUTHERN 

SEA, KLO, PETARD, ZINGARELLA, BRIGAND, Z.9, 12, 14 and 34. 
Departures 17th Nov. DULVERTON, BELVOIR, CROOME, TETCOTT, 
JAVELIN, NUBIAN, ORION, ROMEO, BEAUFORT, HURSLEY, KELVIN, 
PAKENHAM, DIDO, ARETHUSA, JERVIS, HURWORTH, EXMOOR, ALDENHAM, 
PALADIN, CLEOPATRA, SOUTHERN ISLE$f,*RIVERWAY, (?Yugoslav. T.B. 
DURMITOR) PINDOS, M.Ls 357 and 1126. _ .
(S.O.fl.) Alexandria 0909B/18 to Admty. C. in C. Med.;
' ^  L itU. J-i*Jy.

Convoy P.A.10 including BADARPUR arrived. 
(N.C.S.O. Aden 0930Z/18 to Admty.)

/M.K.S.2...
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Mediterranean - Contd.
M.K.S.2. Cdre. Algiers is reguested to sail convoy M.K.S.2.

p.m. Nov. 21st. routed through 74 34 17 73 57 
thence (C) 36.00 N 06.30 W. (D) 36.46 N 10.00 W. 

(E) (?). 38.28 N 15.00 W. (f ) 40.28 N 17.02 W. (G) 43.45 N 
17.50 W. (H) 51.10 N 17.11 W. (j) (?) 54.30 N 13.45 W.
(K) 55.26 N 08.31 W.
(2) Escort from Algiers ROCHESTER, ERNE, LEITH, SANDWICH, 
SCARBOROUGH, GERANIUM, SPI^EA.
(3) Oran section escorted by DEPTFORD, CONVOLVULUS, VETCH and 
local A/S trawlers to join in 36.19 N 00.07 E at 1600Z/22.
When R/V is made trawlers return to Oran.
(4) Gibraltar section escorted by ocean escort of BLACK SWAN, 
FOWEY, MYOSOTIS, CARNATION, MALLOW, LA MALOUINE at 1200Z/24.
On relief by ocean escort local escort return to Gibraltar.
(5) Lisbon section escorted by 2 corvettes joining in 36.40 N 
09.25 W at 1000Z/25.
(6) Cdre. Algiers is reguested to sail DEPTFORD, CONVOLVULUS 
and VETCH to Oran to arrive p.m. 21st. Nov.
(7) F.O.C.N.A. N.O.I.C. Oran, N.O.I.C. Bougie and N.O.I.C.
Bone are reguested to report to Cdre. Algiers (R) N.C.X. F. name 
and speed of ships for inclusion in convoy.
(8) A.O.C. Gib. is reguested to arrange A/S air patrol.
(9) Word "Ribband".
(10) Cdre. Algiers pass to A.O.C. Eastern Command.
(N.C.X.F. 0935Z/18 to Cdre. Algiers. F.O.C.N.A. etc.)

Arrived 0945 WELSHMAN.
(V.A. Malta 1001A/18 to N.C.X.F. etc.)

ALBA JULIA (loaded for Istanbul) and CELENO (in 
ballast) arrived from Piraeus 18th. Latter 
bound for Black Sea: N.L.O. advised.
(S.O.I. Istanbul 1008C/18 to S.O.I. Med. (R) 
S.I. Beirut. D.N. I.)

Visual (?p.m. ?a.m.) 18th.
(1) Naples, 3 Littorios. (2) Messina, 5 cruisers. 
(3) Taranto, 3 Cavours in Mare Grande.

Note 1 Cavour has moved from inner harbour since yesterday.
(V.A. Malta 1026A/18 to C.S. 15. N.C.X.F. C. in C. Med. 
etc.)
My 2026/18. (?1026/18 intended) Add. (l) Naples, 11 

destroyers 8 probably serviceable. (2) Messina, no destroyers 
seen.

( V. A.

TRAVELLER
TAKU

Malta 1259A/18.)

Your 1828/21 Oct. TRAVELLER completed, TAKU in 
hand.
(C. in C. Med. 1046B/18 to Admty.)

Operation
"Analysis"

ALBA JULIA
CELENO

R/C

/Operation.



MOOT 3 SCI IN

From: C, in C. Middlo Fast, 

___ ____________________CYPHER»

If th N ovumb df,
3§5o. 13,11 ,42 
Time, 1430,

Addressed: The War O ffio e , A ir  M in istry , repeated B r it ish  Army
3 t a f f  Washington (Personal fo r  F .M .D ill) ,  0 , in G, 
Ind ia , (poraonal f o r  Gen, W avoll), C, in 0, 
Mediterranean, G.O.C. in G, Egypt, C, in 0, P e r s ia / 
Iraq, (Personal f o r  Gen. W ilson ), L.H.Q, Melbourne 
(personal fo r  Gen, Blarney). G.G.B. New Zealand 
(Personal f o r  Gon, P u tt io k ), Q ,G,3. South A fr ioa  
(Personal fo r  F,M, Umut3)

reported no oontaot with enemy a3 fa r  as Aquaviva 0 8043, 
Road blown up at Derna only foo t  t r a f f ia  p o ss ib le  fo r  some 
days, T aotioal roooe, reports road blown up in two plaoes 
at P 2356, 11 Hussars column at Mouo reported no movement
soun as fa r  as 3 70 Easting Grid, 7 Armd, D iv, loca ted  area 
T 4022, 2 Armd, Bde. P 7005.

2, 30 Corps moving to  Gambut a rea ,'

3, 13 Corps, 2 F.Fronah Bde, and ono Greek Bdo, under 
command 44 Div, on 15th November, 44 Div, H,Q, <43840778.

4, A ir. Follows as part two. A ll  informed. War O ffio o  
pass A ir  M in istry ,

M04T IMMEDIATE.

0/ 7320$ cipher 18th November. 293139, 

Coo i t  rep 597. Part One,

1, 10 Corps. Day 17 November, Four L i$ it  Arrnd, Bde.

0935ZA8

Ad von oo oopy D.O, , D .O .D .(F ), D, D* I.G  

Received from The War O ff ic e  1635/18

War O ffioe  c ir cu la t io n :

3. o f  3, 
O .I .G .3 . 
V .C .I .G .3 . 
D.M.O.
D.Plans (2)
D,D.M.O,^0)(H) 
M.O .1 , 5, o. 
D .M .I.
D ,D ,M .I ,(I ) (F) 
M .I .2 .(1  copy) 
D .A .F.V . 
D .D .I.P ,

D.G, Adm iralty,
D, O ff io e r  Upper Admiralty War Roan. 
Hd, o f  War R egistry Adm iralty, 
A .M .0.3 . A ir  M inistry (6  cop ies) 
B rig , B. I . C, Jacob (15 cop ies) 
Cabinet War Room 
S, o f  3 , Foreign O ffio e ,

1st Lord, 
1st 3 ,L .(2 )  
4th 3 .L .

D#C .(2 ) 
Hd. o f  M.

Adml,Blake,
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M03T 33010'MÔ T, SECRET IN
Si. H ov amb a r  „

Date, 13*11,4.^,
Prom: C* in 0* Mia die East, Timoe 1510,

.______ 0  dP*H3R .5______________ „_______________ _ ______

Addressed: The War Off loo (Pass to A ir  M in istry ,) repeated 
B ritish  Army G ta ff Wash in gt on person a l fo r  F.M. 
D i l l ) ,  G, in G, India (Personal fo r  Gun, W avell), 
G* in G, Mediterranean, G,Q,C, in G, Egypt, G, in 
0, porsia/Iraq. (personal fo r  Gen# W ilson), L.H.Q* 
Melbourne (personal fo r  Gen* Blarney), G,G,S, New 
Zealand (personal fo r  Gen* p u tt io k ), G#G#3, Couth 
A fr ic a  (Personal fo r  P„M0 3muts)

MOOT IMMBDXITE.

0/73203 cipher 13th November, 293220,

Gositrep No* 597* Part two.

4* A ir* 16th November, Fighters operating from advanced
landing ground against M#T# Jale and Jedabiya areas destroyed 
about 40 vehicles damaged twenty more. This fo rce  withdrawn 
evening 16th November# A Marauder made low le v e l bombing attack, 
at dusk on barges in Benghazi Harbour se ttin g  one on f i r e .
Night- 16/17 Nov, Hurricanes patro lled  between Tobruk and 
G o i l  urn without incident, 17 Nov, Gtormy weather conditions 
in terfered  with, reception o f reports. Fighters operating from 
Gazala attacked Benina aerodrome where th irteen  JIT 52*s and 
H3 111*3 seen on ground and in a ir* S ix shot down in flames 
s ix  destroyed on ground0 Remaining one damaged. D etails 
further operations not yet ava ilab le . F loa ter patrols 
maintained over shipping along Western Desert Goaste Heavy 
rain again postponed move o f f ig h te r  squadrons to Martuba,
3nd o f message. A l l  informed.

0935Z/I8th
Advance ocpy Ops* O.D. 0»I»G .
Copies circulated by A ir  M inistry to i -
3# o f 3#
0* I,G, 3* 
V .G .I.G .3.
D * M • 0 •
D.P, (2 )
D.D.M *0 » (0 )(H)
M • 0 • 1, 5 , 6 , 
D.M.I.
D *D .M .I.(I )(F ) 
M »I« 2( l )  3, 3b,14

D.De I*P»
D\ity Captain (Admiralty) 
Duty O ffic o r  Upper 

Admiralty War Room 
Head o f War Reg Admiralty 
A.M.G.o, A ir  M in istry(6 ) 
B rig, 3 .1.G.Jacob (15) 
Cabinet War Room 
3, o f 3, Foreign O ffioe .

1st lords D.A.F.V*
/} ( 2 )  * 

4th 3,Lc 
C «N • *  i • 3 *

Rood ,  in War

V . C . N . 3 . Hd, o f  M,
A . O . N . 3 .  ( F ) ( 2 ) D*N , I .  ( 4 )
N #A .  1st 3*L, I#P# ( 2 )  .
D .O .D .  ( H ) ( 2 ) D .P .D *
D .O .D .  ( F ) ( 2 ) W*D-*-""' ”””
D . D . I . G .  ( 2 ) A d ,  B l a k e
D, o f  P# ( 2 ) D . N . A . p ,
Duty G ap t .  ( 2 ) D ?A» G *D« 

A *G ,N  . A .  3#
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SECRET 

'om: II. Q.

Addressed: 

IMPORTANT :

R. A. F.

MESSAGE 

M iddle E ast. 

CYPHER

1058Z/18th November.
IN

Date; 18/11/42 
2107AReed.

A ir  M in is t r y ,  W h iteh a ll. Repeated: D ech ie f
P r e to r ia .

WX.7440.

N .674 18th November. S ec re t B i-w eek ly
OP-SUM NO.74.

15th November. H urricanes o p e ra tin g  from 
advanced lan d in g  ground made 50 s o r t ie s  a ga in s t enemy JVT 
on road betw een 'Benghazi and A g e i la  d es tro y in g  about 20 
v e h ic le s  damaging 65 o th ers  a ls o  shot down 1 F ie s e le r  
STORCF 2 H urricanes m iss in g.

N igh t 13/14th November. 5 L ib e ra to r  17 
W e llin g ton s  a ttacked  harbour in s ta l la t io n s  a t  Benghazi 
s ta r t in g  2 f i r e s  in  docks a t bases o f  M oles. 1 W e llin g 
to n  bombed MT South o f  Benghazi. R esu lts  unobserved. 
Further 2 W e llin g ton s  m iss in g . Th ird  W e llin g to n  which 
returned  e a r ly  crashed lan d in g . Crew s a fe .  63000 lb s .
PI. E. enemy a i r c r a f t  bombed Solium a rea  during n igh t w ith 
out demage.

14th November. T o ta l 70 K ittyhaw ks 8 F.40s? 
w ith  e s co rt 24 Tomahawks (16?) F .40s. made 5 bombing 
r t i  ,cks on enemy MT? in  M e k il i  -  Martuba a rea . Few goon 
t  j. ,;cts found but 10 MT destroyed  about 25 damagec. 4 _
f i r e s  s ta r te d  24 K ittyhaw ks 12? Tomahawks a ls o  made machine 
gun a tta ck s . 30250 lb s . H.E. 17 S p i t f i r e s  33 K ittyhaw ks 
12 Tomahawks o f fe n s iv e  p a tr o ls  and reconna issances Martuoa 
and perna a rea s . No enemy a i r c r a f t  seen E X B7s aespaocnea

•to  make midday a tta ck  on Benghazi? Harbour. Only 1 a i r 
c r a f t  lo ca ted  ta r g e t  owing t o  low c lou d . Bomb bursts  un
observed but 2 columns smoke seen r is in g  a f t e r  a tta ch . so 
enemy a i r  a c t i v i t y  reported  during day. 58 H urricanes pro
t e c t io n  o f  sh inn ing o f f  A lexan d ria  ana a long  W estern De_.ejt

• JOaSt‘ 1058V18.
Advance copy sent O p s .,0 .D ., 0 . I . s .

Ai r  M in is tr y  Cir c u la t io n :

V .O .A .S . . A .C .A .S . ( 0 ) ,  A.C. 4.S. (G ) , 
A. C. 4 .3. ! l ) , A .C .A .S . ( ? ) ,  F . f .  t o  
f . l ’ .S . , B. o f  1 . ( 0 ) ,  D. o f  f la n s ,  
B.B. P o l ic y  (O v e rs e a s )( 2 ) ,  r .C .N .C . , 
D.B. Ops, D .W .O ., D .D .C .I I ,  P.R . &

1,



SECRET

ET
U.2SZ/1B November

Date 19.11, R 2 

Rood, 0026

Addressed; A ir . M inistry \7hltchall» Repeated. Decided P retoria  

IHPOREiHE.

WX.7RR0, ' r t .  2, Part two. My A 67R 10 November gjlCEST.

?vo O p it fir cs  photographic 2 Baltimore. 3 s tra te g ica l 
reoonnaiasanoc a 5 Swordfish 1 Hudson 5 V/air us an ti~submar inc 
p a tro ls  and convey e sco rts , Might lR /15 November,,
0 L iberators bombed harbour in s ta lla t io n s  Benghazi s ta rtin g  
large f i r e  in docks with explosions which throw debris high 
in to  a ir . B elieved ammunition dump or tra in  h it , 7 smaller 
f i r e s  started  in dooh area, 40OOO lb s  HR, Hurricanes 
maohin o-gunnod onomy ME on rea ls  north oast o f Benghazi star tin  
several small f i r e s ,  A single crony a ir c r a ft  dropped bombs 
near Daba causing n e g lig ib le  iamago.

M I S  S A G-
SRGRRT

Prom H.R. R.A.F. Middle Hast,

Cypher,

15 November, F ighters continued le w -fly in g  attacks throughout 
day on enemy ME withdrawing along roads between Circno and 
Benghazi, Although aloud lunporod observation r e su lts  at 
le a st  R MS? including 1 p e tre l lo rry  destroyed about 50 MT 
damaged m ajority of v eh ic les  were troop oa rriors  and heavy 
casualties wore in f l ic t e d ,  •Several f i r e s  started , /Use 
allot down one HD i l l  so r t ie s  were jR K itty  hacks 1R pRCs,

-  • —~  —  -  —  — —  - - -  — —  -  - u

about 50 v eh ic les  being destroyed and others damaged,
1 1  S p it f ir e s  39 K itty  hawks 12 pROs o ffen s iv e  patrrv-s and 
roocnnnisconcess over forward area and p rotective  patrols

S  'Turin o f ternoc.n
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during afternoon over oaoibound LIP convoys between Gan ala 
and solium no enemy a ir cra ft  seen*

And part two three to come,

112C2/18,

•« " • Advance Copy Ops, 0,1), 0 ,1 ,0 ,
Advance, co.pics t o : S. o f S, O.Ops, 1, (2 cop ies ) (a otio i 

■0»A»S, V/ar Room (2  co p ie s ),
2st Lord 
LatS .L , (2 )
hYh '3, L,
C . i .^ 3 , V.C. A.S.
V. C . iT. S, • c» * s « (0
- .0 ,1 .6 .  (P) A-G.A.S. (G-N 3 e c , . l 1 ' ' 0  / *r

*  ' ' • -t A *  O ft \ *U

‘d , - „ l s t  S.L, ' p Q / p

Received from Air Min, 0610/19
C ircu la tion  by Air M in istiy .

HP T e • .
0 , j . . c , {3)

(9)
u >f ? .  (3) 
n . a r } .
1 .  p, (3}
D.P.D,
V'.h,

A, C, a , S,
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SECRET

SECRET
11482/18th

IN
November.

From,* H.Q. Middle East.
CIPHER

Late: 18.11.42.
Reed: 2132A

Addressed; Air Ministry Whitehall, Repeated Dechief 
Pretoria.

IMPORTANT
WX. 7440 (Part III) My A.674 18th November SECRET.
Convoys had been attacked by Me 109s and Me 110s 

during morning with some damage and casualties. 3 
formations totalling 28 B24s despatched to make daylight 
attack on Tripoli Harbour were unable to reach target owing 
to bad weather. On return journey one B 24 bombed a 
merchant vessel in Gulf of Sirte claiming 1 near miss. 2 
more B24s bombed MT Convoy South of Benghazi starting 
a fire among buildings near road. Each, formation attacked 
by enemy fighters. 1 ME 109 shot down another damaged.
One E24 forced landed. West of Caddalena, ' 46 Hurricanes 
protection of shipping along Western Desert Coast and off 
Delta. 2 Spitfires photographic 2 Baltimores strategical 
1 B17 shipping reconnaissances. 2 Blenheims 1 Walrus 
anti-submarine patrols. . Fighter squadrons moved up to 
Gazala landing grounds in evening. Night 15/16 November 
Enemy aircraft bombed and machine-gunned targets between 
Tobruk and Gambut. No damage reported. One Hurricane 
up, no interceptions. 16th"November. Low cloud severely
restricted operations. 10 Kittyhawks machine-gunned 
Southbound MT South of Benghazi.. Good targets found but 
details damage not available. Hurricanes operating for 
advanced landing ground against Et Jalo and Jedabya areas

/ destroyed
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~  a

aesejpoyed about 40 vehicles damaged 20 more. During 
operations same areas on 12 and 14 November these ' 
xiurricanes destroyed about 25 M/T damaged over 40 more
End Part 3, part 4 coming. £

] 14 Q2 / I 8
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SECRET
SECRET MESSAGE 1 208Z/18th Novem ber IN

Prom  H .Q .M id  E ast D ate 19 ,1 1 .4 2  
R ccd .G llO A

CYPHER

A d d ressed  A i r  M in is t r y  W h it e h a l l  r e p e a te d  D e c h ie f  

IMPORTANT.

WX.7440 p a r t  4 my A .674  18 N ovem ber. S e c r e t .

A ls o  d e s t r o y e d  5 GR 42s 1 379 1 F i e s e l e r  S to r c h  on 

ground 1 H u rr ic a n e  m is s in g . No d e t a i l s  s o r t i e s  r e c e iv e d  t h is  

f o r c e  was w ithdraw n  e v e n in g  15 N ov . 35 K it ty h a w k s  p a t r o l s  .
4 *

betw een  B aroe and G a za la  one fo r .n a t io n  JU87s e s c o r t e d  bjr 

ME 109s in t e r c e p t e d  n e a r  B a rce . 1 TIE 109 sh o t down 5 

damaged 21 Tomahawks 50 H u rr ic a n e s  6 F40s p r o t e c t io n  o f  

s h a p in g  o f f  D e l t a  and Wo s te rn  D es e r t ' C oas t and in  B a rd ia  * 

A re a . 1 Tomahawk m is s in g  b e l i e v e d  fo r c e  la n d ed  n ea r  b a s e .

2 H u rr ic a n e s  shot down a re co n n a is sa n ce  JTJ88 35 m ile s  n o r th  

o f  P o r t  S a id .  4 o f  crew  c a p tu re d . 1 H u rr ic a n e  m is s in g .

2 S p i t f i r e s  1 B e a u f ig h te r  p h o to g ra p h ic  1 M araoder s h ip p in g  

1 B a lt im o re  s t r a t e g i c a l  r e c o n n a is s a n c e s . 3 Hudsons 2 

S w o rd fis h  2 W a lra s  a n ti-su b m a r in e  p a t r o l s .

Move o f  f i g h t e r  squadrons to  M artuba p os tp on ed  ow in g  to  

w a te r lo g g e d  c o n d it io n  th o s e  la n d in g -g ro u n d s . Two M arauders 

made o f f e n s i v e  sweep f o r  enemy s h ip p in g  o f f  B en gh azi a t  

du sk . No v e s s e l s  s e en . 1 M arauder made lo w  l e v e l  bom bing 

a t ta c k  on b a rg e s  in  B en gh azi H arbour s e t t in g  1 on f i r e .  

N ig h t  16/17 Novem ber. 10 H u rr ic a n e s  p a t r o l l e d  betw een

Tobruk/



boo

Tobruk and Sbllum without incident. 17 Nov figh ters  

operating .from Gazala landing-grounds attacked a irc ra ft 

by Benina? Aerodrome. Out o f to ta l 13 JU 52s and HE 111*8 

seen 6 were burnt out on ground 6 others shot down in 

flames remaining 1 was damaged.

End o f part 4 part 5 fo llow s .
120GZ/18

- 'Advance copy sent O.ps, O.D, 0,1. G, 
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SECRET
From: H.Q.Middle East

MESSAGE 1238Z/13th November IN

Cypher
Date: 19=11.42
Rec’d 0130 A

Acerc .•sed:" ,.ir M in istry  j/niteiuii# Repeated: jecniei.
YvX 7440 (Pt 5) Fifth and last part my A674 18 Nov-Secret.

Stormy weather interfered v;ita reception oi reports 
and details other operations awaited. 52 Huriicanes protee 
tion of shipping off felt- and. ..on/.,non .uesoio comm _3 Hudsons 3 isleys 2 ;fellesle:/s i •/elms anti-submarine 
patrol s, Mov e of fi xh to r sg unc rons eo oar tuba a-gai i i 
delayed hy he :r,j ram, My Opsum 7m Following Uotc-iisNovember 40 Spitfires 82 RiotyhawLs

3 Spitfi and ro connai ssance s.
13 November 8 Spitfires 41 Littyhawks 12 Tomahav/ns 

16 P. 40s machine gun attacks on PIT Gazala-Lasluda area,
,•'Several direct hits about 7 fires started. 1 mtyhaWK 
shot down by A. A, fire one P40 iorced landed, Same t m 0eto 
bombed by 8 P40s with escort 8 P40s 2 Hurricanes recon
naissance Mekili area,

End Part 5 end oi message, 12387/18
Advance copy: Ops. 0. D, & 0.1.0.
Rec’d in War Registry at 0710/19 
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MOST SECRET
SCI

18.11.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Your 2229/17.
(1) P.C.S. of "Stoneage" at 1200B/18. 033° 01* N 
022° 35' E 288° 13 knots increasing to about 14^ 
(?at) dark.

(2) Course direct for Malta with southern trend if circumstances 
dictate.
(3^ Escort 5 cruisers 7 Fleet destroyers and 10 Hunts.
(4) Fighter cover on 18th, single engined from Martuba, 
Beaufighters from Gambut on 19th from Malta?.
(5) After dark 18th. 15th C.S. and Fleet destroyers will move to 
northward ready to intercept Italian fleet, rejoining convoy 
next morning.
(6} Heavy bomber and torpedo striking ready from Gambut.
(7; If necessary dispersed merchant ships will each have 2 or 3 
Hunts.
(8} E.T.A. Malta before daylight 20th Nov.
(9) Weather at present unfavourable for operations forward 
aerodromes.
(C. in C. Med. 1050B/18 to Admty.)

War Diary.

Operation
"Stoneage”

Algiers. Report re repair facilities.
(Cdre. Algiers llllz/18.) See Lion Copy.

Convoy Additional shipping protection signal for Wednesday
E.T.1. 18th. 5 corvettes depart Algiers 1400Z/18 speed

13 knots. Routed through position 100 39 93 72. 
Will R/V on position (corrupt group) at 0700Z/19 

with convoy E. T. 1 from Oran westbound. Codeword "Hankey1*.
Request fighter protection priority 2 until dusk today Wednesday. 
(Cdre. Algiers 1127/18 to A.O.C. E.A.C.)

ST. DAY. Tug ST. DAY is to be returned to Algiers in next
convoy.
(F.O.I.S. 1152Z/18 to N.O.I.C. Bougie.)

ROYAL
ULSTERMAN,
ROYAL
SCOTSMAN.

J i . $ O I f

COSCSWOLD
E.T.3A
D/Cs
Philippeville.

No ships will be sailed to Bougie from Algiers 
tonight.
ROYAL ULSTERMAN and ROYAL SCOTSMAN escorted by 
AlBAftORE and#ALERT will be sailed to arrive Bougie 
daylight 20th Nov.
(S.O.I.S. 1153Z/18 to N.O.I.C. Bougie.)

» A C. i £  C - w . ) t

Your 1033Z/16 (N. T. in 7. R.) ̂ COTSWOLD will return 
with E.T.3 (?A) .Sail one trawler to Philippeville under cover of 
darkness tonight to collect depth charges from 
N.O.I.C.Philippeville depth charges reserve (?will be) 
replenished 19th Nov.
(F.O.I.S. 1225A/18 to N.O.I.C. Bougie. (R) N.O.I.C. 
Philippeville. Cdre. Algiers.)

•^C.o a w o x .Ts

/Water...



SECRET
WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a sec et cypher or corif ; /
code message, and the text must f i r s t  he paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential ' '
c :f^funicate i t  to persons outside 3 r.it:v -j ’ ' > i Government Services

SECRET MESSAGE IJILZ/18th NovcmberlN

FROM: Commodore A lg iers. MATE: 19.11.42,
HEGD: S201

____________  NaVAL ORJE (K2) BY YJ/T ANj  T/R.________

Addressed: Commander X.F. Repeated F.O. Inshore 
Squadron.

Following from P B E 0. Repair fa c i l i t ie s  a t A lg iers.

Very impressed at relationship with French naval 
authorities who are co-ordinating employment o f local 
private f im s  and use o f docks and slips in our in terest. 
Firms number IE and about 700 men employed on our work; 
Costs sarno as fo r  French Navy; Standard o f  work appears 
good, arrangements made fo r  naval arsenal to carry out 
armament repairs. S e lf contained bases have been 
established fo r  M .L.’ s, M.M. 's , Landing Graft and boom 
defences. H.M.S^VINLICriVE on arrival w ill be valuable 
asset, cranoage fa c i l i t ie s  good. Repairs generally on 
a small scale but considered satisfactory maintenance and 
a fte r  action repairs can be carried out within lim itations 
imposed by size and number o f docks. Local stocks o f 
materials very low. No e lec tr ica l stores in K.M. S.
L ists  being prepared to meet our own and French 
requirements which probably obtainable a t Gibraltar, 
party IRON requested to assist in repair work and fo r  
distribution on coast. Not considered desirable^or 
necessary to use mobile squad. E lectrica l supplies in 
fu l l  flow but stocks of fu e l short. Ample storage space 
fo r  fu e l o i l .  Some damage to Mory's tanks by enemy action 
and to chemicals n t a ffecting situation. Good lighterage 
available* Coaling fa c i l i t ie s  good. Letter follows.

■*
Advance copies sent Ops. G.L. 0*1.0. 

1st Lord,
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MOST SECRET

War D ia ry .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

801
1 8 .1 1 .1 9 4 2 .
W ednesday.

W ater 
f o r  M/Vs.

M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C on td .

E v ery  e f f o r t  sh o u ld  be made to  su p p ly  ( c o r r u p t  
g roup) e s p e c i a l l y  t r o o p e r s ,  w i th  s u f f i c i e n t  w a te r  
to  r e a c h  U.K. ( c o r r u p t  g roup) from  N o rth  A f r ic a n  
p o r t s  a s  su p p ly  o f  and f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  g iv in g  w a te r  
a t  G i b r a l t a r  a r e  n e g l i g i b l e .
(P .S .T .O . X .F . 1230Z/18 to  D .S .T .O s A lg i e r s  e t c . )

P .2 2 2  S/M s i t u a t i o n  in  W este rn  Med. a t  2000Z /18 .
P . 51 (1 )  P .2 2 2  3 6 .4 0  N 50 10 30 p ro c e e d  on th e  su rfa ce
S /v 7 ^  11 k n o ts  5 m ile s  o f f  S p a n ish  C o a s t to  G i b r a l t a r

to  a r r i v e  1 0 0 0 /1 9 .
(2 )  P .5 1  3 8 .0 5  N 0 0 .2 8  W d iv e  by day 2-g- k n o ts ,  p ro c e e d  5 m ile s
off* S p a n ish  C o a s t to  G i b r a l t a r  s u r f a c e  speed a d ju s te d  t o  p a s s  
180° Cape de G a ta  5 m ile s  a t  1200 /20  and to  a r r i v e  G i b r a l t a r  
1000/ 21.
(N .C .X .P . 1230Z/18 to  S & A A rea  G .)

P .3 7
Enemy
convoy.

1 convoy 38° 23* N 12° 4 1 ' E c o u rs e  270° speed  13. 
(P .3 7  1233Z /18 , 1246A/18 to  C a p t. S . 10. S/Ms on 
p a t r o l . )
Y our 1233Z /18 . Make a m p lify in g  r e p o r t ,  ty p e  s h ip ,  
num ber fu n n e ls  o f  im p o r ta n t  u n i t .

(C a p t. S .1 0 . 1445A/18 to  P .3 7 . )
Y our 1445. D e t a i l s  d o u b t f u l .  A t l e a s t  3 f a i r l y  l a r g e  ca rg o  

v e s s e l s  130 r e v s  p e r  m in u te . T o rpedoes expended . R e tu rn in g  
th ro u g h  (? 3 3 0 ° )  M a rittim o  L ig h t  1 9 th .

(P .3 7  1645A/18 to  C a p t. S .1 0 . )
P . 3 7 's 1 6 4 5 /1 8 . S/Ms d iv e  a t  B . P .3 7  a t  0430A. P .3 5  a t  

0600A/19 Nov. P .3 7  to  a r r i v e  a t  F and R/V w ith  sw eeper a s  i n  
my 1 3 3 1 /1 8 . S/Ms a re  n o t  to  c r o s s  036° N b e fo r e  0700A /20.

(C a p t.  S .1 0  2154A/18 to  P .3 5 .  P .3 7  (R) S/Ms on p a t r o l . )

P .3 5 .  Leave p a t r o l  a f t e r  d a rk  t o n ig h t  th ro u g h  038° 23 '
012° 28* and B to  a r r i v e  F dawn 2 0 th  Nov. th e n c e  on 
s u r f a c e  to  R/V w ith  sw eep ers  a t  1335A /20.

My 1620 /17  convoy may le a v e  P alerm o to n ig h t  and o f f e r  you an  
a t t a c k .  UTMOST p a s s  Q .B .B . 255 w estbound d a y l ig h t  1 9 th  a t  80 f t .

(C a p t.  S .1 0 . 1331A/18 to  P .3 5 . (R) S/Ms on p a t r o l . )
Y our 1331 /18  e x p e c t  me 24 h o u rs  l a t e  ( ? th ro u g h )  ( p o s i t i o n  B?) 

a t  0015A /20 p a s s in g  Q .B .B . 255 a t  80 f e e t  to  E by 1900A/20 
a p p ro a c h in g  R/V in  s e c t o r  n o r th  o f  240° from  end o f  s e a rc h e d  
c h a n n e l on s u r f a c e  d a y l ig h t  2 1 s t .

(P .3 5  1912A/18 to  C a p t. S .1 0 . ( r ) TURBULENT. V.A. M a lta .
S/Ms on p a t r o l . )

S h ip p in g  Y our 1 4 3 1 /1 7 . E .T .O .1 s a i l i n g  0 7 3 0 /1 9 , OCEAN
E .T .0 .1 .  LIBERTY (C d re .)  CITY OF CHRISTCHURCH, ZEBULON B

VANCE to  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  U.K. B R IS K ,(N e lls  P o in t )  
LOCKEE, META to  G i b r a l t a r ,  S o f  A 7 ?  k n o ts ,  
ro u te d  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  y o u r  2 0 0 8 /1 4 th .
(F .O .C . ? 0 ra n  1344Z/18 to  N .C .X .F . (R) C d re . 
A l g i e r s . )

/ D i s p o s i t i o n s . .



MOST SECRET

803
18.11.1942.War Diary. Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Dispositions. Brief situation report for area west of Algiers

2002Z/18. S/Ms excepted.
1. T.E.5 leaving Gibraltar 2200Z/18 through

positions 28 and 73 thence 109° 7.
2. 5 corvettes sail from Algiers about 2100Z/18 through 
position 39 to position 2 at 0700Z/19.
3. Forces of A.T.B. Fleet Units 035° 42' N 003° 08' W through 
position K K to pass Gibraltar at 0330Z/19.
(N.C.X.F. 1402Z/18 to S & A Area G.)

U-Boat attacked and severely damaged by A/C in 
035° 10’ N 011° 35’ W at 1325Z/18, probably unable 
to dive. Course 80° 9 knots.
(N.C.X.F. 1410Z/18 to N.C.W.N.T.F. VERITY.
U.S. Ship BARNEGAT.)

(1) I visited Oran and Algiers in AURORA on 16th 
and 17th Nov. respectively.
(2) Oran - berthing of ships has been well done. 
There are (?seventeen) ships in Oran Harbour with 
remainder in Arzeu and Mers el Kebir. In a few 
days block in inner harbour should be opened 
sufficiently to allow further 13 ships to be

berthed in inner harbour with draft limit of 24 feet.
(3) Arzeu - better than originally expected and should be worth 
about 2500 tons per day with 6 ships working. Net defence 
required.
(4) Mers el Kebir plenty of berthing space for Force H without 
in any way interfering with the unloading of ships. Large 
quantity of equipment and plenty of boats available. Floating 
crane unfortunately sunk by RODNEY's bombardment.
(5) French Navy have been permitted to re-man their batteries. 
French are co-operating in the A.A. defence and warning system. 
Relations between U.S. General and French Authorities most cordia
(6) I called on French Admiral. He was icily polite. I 
listened to his complaints. He is anti-British but is co-operat 
fully with Admiral Bennett.
(7) Algiers - all ships for discharge berthed alongside. Port 
well organised and getting into its stride. French officials 
co-operating fully. Number of discharging berths slightly 
smaller than hoped but when French shipping is cleared a full 
K.M.S. convoy can be accepted.
(Portion of message corrupt)
(8) Use of ocean tonnage to bring supplies to North Africa. 
Commercial and M.W.T. representatives in North Africa is most 
desirable. I have directed 8 Admty. colliers to load iron ore 
and trust it is wanted.(9) Docking and repair. 1 small floating dock Oran serviceable 
but being used as salvage lift. 1 with heavy list due to 
capsized submarine. Large floating dock sunk but hope to salvage 
two small graving docks at Algiers used to dock STORK and M.Ls.
In general repair facilities encouraging.
(10) My intentions are to use Arzeu and Oran for cargo discharge, 
Mers el Kebir as anchorage for Force H and personnel, discharge 
MAIDSTONE to Algiers next week,-*VINDICTIVE to Mers el Kebir.*
(11) In general the situation is satisfactory and ports are 
working well. At Oran discharge is too slow but I anticipate 
better things. Bougie, Philippeville and Bone are open but 
Philippeville has no fighter protection. A.A. defences adequate 
but R.D.F. still entirely naval. S.D.O. developing well.
(N.C.X.F. 1420Z/18.) /E. T. convoys...

U/B
damaged.

Visit of 
N.C.X.F.
to Oran 
and
Algiers.
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E.T. Empty tankers should be included in E.T. convoys.
Convoys. (N.C.X.F. 1426Z/18 to Cdre. Algiers. F. O.I.C.

Oran, (r ) F. 0.1.S. Sqdn.)
TON 7 para No. 28. Delete all references to E.T.1 
and amend first column to read E.T.l to E.T.6 
respectively.
(N.C.X.F. 1530Z/18 to F.O.I.C. Oran. Cdre. Algiers. 
N.O.I.C. Bone. N.O.I.C. Bougie. N.O.I.C. 
Philippeville.)

Enemy
convoy.

/*•

Seems probable convoy sighted by P.37 at 1333A is 
southbound to Tripoli and that Tunis bound 
shipping is still at Palermo. My 1620/17 is in 
force for tonight.
(Capt. S.10. 1531A/18 to S/Ms on patrol. (R)
C. in C. Med. N.C.X.F.)

Bougie. Situation 1530. Heavy swell hindering unloading.
DERWENTHALL anchored as berth too exposed.
Forecast of date of completion. EVIVA 19th.

OCEAN VISTA and CITY OF NORWICH 20th. 7ARTEMUS WARD 23rd, 
DERWENTHALL 27th.
First 3 sailings p.m. 20th can take 3 more here a.m. 20th.
Inner boom working, army smoke gear ready, ALARM only escort 
in port.

(N.O.I.C. Bougie 1544A/18 to F.O.I.S.)
No ships will be sailed to Bougie from Algiers tonight.

ROYAL ULSTERMAN and ROYAL SCOTSMAN escorted by AVSiACOAB and 
#ALERT will be sailed to arrive Bougie daylight 20th Nov. - h & o /  

(F.O.I.S. 1553Z/18 to N.O.I.C. Bougie.)
AiT' 7 T "  u . K  *

R/C. Visual 1310A/18th. (1) Taranto 3 battleships.
(2) Messina obscured by cloud.
(V.A. Malta 1558A/18 to Ships concerned in 

"Stoneage" (R) Admty. C. in C. Med.)
Afternoon visuals 18th Nov.

(1) Taranto at 1520A 3 battleships. (2) Naples at 1430A 3 
battleships. (3) Messina at 1516A 2 cruisers, 4 destroyers 
(note ships reported are destroyers were in usual cruiser berths. 
Photographic confirmation later.)

(V.A. Malta 1746A/18 to C.S. 15. C. in C. Med. N.C.X.F.
Cdre. Algiers. F.O.I.S. (R) S.O. Force H. F. O.C.N.A.
Admty. N.C.C.N.T.F.)
My 1746/18 add:

1. Naples 4 cruisers (2 under repair) and unknown number 
destroyers.
2. Messina photographs failed.

(V.A. Malta 2038A/18.)

C.S.15. Your force was reported by Ju. 88 at 1217B today
Wed. course west. German frequency 5750 K/cs. 
(C. in C. Med. 1658A/18 to C.S.15.)

/K. M.F.3
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Admty. 1918A/17 and C. in C. W.A. 1232A/17. 
K.M.F.3 should pass Europa Point at 2230Z/20. 
Route thence through
(J) 36.15 N. , 04.33 W. (K) 36.17 N. , 03.02 W. 

to arrive in (L) 36.06 N., 00.52 W., at 1500Z/21st when Oran 
portion will part company.
2. Remaining portion continues through
(M) 37.00 N., 01.12 E., to arrive (N) 37.00 N., 03.00 E. at 
0630Z/22. WESTON pass to Commodore.
(N.C.X.F. , 1701Z/18 to WESTON) .

War Diary.

K.M.F. 3
!  <->-* A/* 7

BASARABIA, My 1823 Nov. l6th. No confirmation report 
TRANSILVANIA. is forthcoming.

(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 17440/18 to S.O.(l)
Med. , (R) S.l., D.N.I. )

P.221, Take up following positions with despatch
P.247. P.221, 275° Canirock 6 miles, P.247 117°,Plane Island 19 miles.

(Capt. S.10., 1829A/18 to P.221, P.247, (R) 
S/M on patrol).

Arrived Mers el Kebir 1200Z S.O. Force H. in 
NELSON, RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS, SIRIUS, 
ARGONAUT, ESKIMO, ASHANTI, TARTAR, PATHFINDER, 
PORCUPINE, PENN, PARTRIDGE, VANOC, METEOR, 
LOOKOUT, CALPE, PUCKERIDGE.
(S.O. Force H., 1834Z/18 to N.C.X.F. (R) 
Admty. F.O.I.S.)

ARETHUSA hit by torpedo at 1805 in 033°
3 6 ’ 020° 44'. JAVELIN and one destroyer ordered 
to take ARETHUSA to eastward.
(C.S.15 1835B/18 to C. in C. Med., (R)
F.O.I.S., V. A. Malta, JAVELIN, ARETHUSA).

Have asked S.O. Force I if you can enter Tobruk if 
necessary. Tug is available at Tobruk if you require it. 
Fighter protection will be arranged at daylight. Report P.C. 
and S.

(C. in C. Med., 2014B/18 to ARETHUSA, (R) JAVELIN). 
Position 033° 26’ N. , 021° 20’ E. course 110° S. of A.

14 knots E.T.A. Alexandria 0600B/20th. ARETHUSA fire under 
control compartment forward of 6l bulkhead not yet accessible. 
Request E.T.A. A/S escort. PETARD only escort.

(PETARD, 2115B/18 to C. in C. Med., (R) F.O.C. 15th C.S.)

Force H.

ARETHUSA
torpedoed.

P.44 P.44 will be approaching from Northward to make 
landfall off Ras Khara p.m./19th Nov. before 
entering her area.
(Capt. S.10., 1844A/18 to PORPOISE (R) Subs, 
on Patrol).

/Toulon....
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G/970 18 Nov. P.R. U. sortie C/6l8 dated 18 Nov. 
time 1130 hrs. shows
Toulon since 16 Nov. three S/Ms arrived in 
port, one of which seen approaching harbour 
on that date. Total of S/tas now present is 
twenty of which four are building in in dry 

dock. Only other changes in shipping are internal movements 
of one Suffren class cruiser to former berth in Darse 
Castigneau, one S/M from dry dock, and change of berth of 
one S/M. Two Loire 130 A/C present off port Lagoubran. 
Marseilles since 8 Nov. one liner 360 feet and six M/Vs 300/ 
300 ft. departed and probably no M/Vs over 200 ft. arrived. 
Shipping shows much greater internal change than previously 
and shipping now much more evenly dispersed throughout port. 
(P.R.U. Benson, 1855A/18 to Admty etc).

-X WHEATLAND, 
WILTON.

Expected time of arrival 2215A/18 WILTON in 
in company.
(WHEATLAND, 1857A/18 to S.O.I.S. (r ) Cdre. 
Algiers).

Movements
Oran. Bougie 0610 (corrupt group) N.C.X.F. 16I4I4A/U 

Nov. (2) EDAY, KERPARA (7KERRERA intended) 
CORIOLANUS, ROUSAY, SHIANT, HUNDA left for Arzeu. 
(?F.0.1.C. Oran, 1910/18 to Admty. (r ) N.C.X.F.)

Movements Algiers arrival ZETLAND, SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR,
Algiers. QUEEN EMMA, PRINSES BEATRIX.
--------------- ^Departures. Eastward WILTON, WHEATLAND \ 7C0WDRAX

RONALDbjY M.Ls. 283,295, all escorting T.E. 3 A.
*LOTUS, DIANELLA, POPPY,*STARWORT (corrupt group) 
to Gibraltar.
(Cdre. Algiers, 1917A/18 to Admty. (R) Naval 
Comdr. X. F. S.O.I.S.)

I. 113, 18 Nov. C.S.R.
Night 17/18 Nov. 1 Ju. 88 was severely damaged 
and another Ju.88 was destroyed by one intruder 
Beaufighter patrolling over Comiso aerodrome 
Sicily. Another Beaufighter on intruder patrol 

over Pantellaria aerodrome returned early owing to bad weather. 
Day 18th Nov. Today 17 Spitfire sorties have been made to 
protect arrival of friendly*cruiser (WELSHMAN) bringing food 
and supplies from Gibraltar; cruiser arrived safely.
(A.H. Q. , Malta, 1932/18). ^

Malta Air 
Report.

/Day..
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Malta Air Day 17th November. 12+15 hours one M/V 2+,000
Report. tons stationary off Khoms. 082+0 hours 302+°

Benghazi 180 miles one tanker 8,000 tons 2 D/Rs 
course 220° speed 10 knots.
Night 17/18 Nov. One Wellington 8 carrying 

flares and 2 Albacore carrying torpedoes made a highly 
successful attack on an 8,000 ton tanker sighted 082+0. $t 2010 
hoursj Special Wellington found 055° Khoms 2+6 miles the 
tanker and two (D/Rs?) course 290° speed 10 knots and dropped 
3 flares.
Albacores attacked dropping two duplex (contact?) torpedoes 
from 55 feet range 550 yard depth setting 9 feet both torpedoes 
hitting tanker amidships causing large explosion. Tanker 
heeled over blazing furiously and fire was visible 80 miles awa 
In spite of bad weather Wellingtons made 7 sorties in 
successful attack on El Aouina aerodrome (details).
(A.H.Q. , Malta, 1958/18, 2010A/18). L.

H t f

Enemy Units, 1 large Merchant ship 2 destroyers in position 
PARTHIAN. 000° Gallo Light 5 miles course 280° 12 knots

at 2030A/18th.
(PART HI AIT, 202+1A/18 to Capt. (S) 10th S.F. (R) 
G. in G. Med).

My 202+1. Visibility under •§• mile in heavy rain squalls. 
Enemy last sighted course 270° at 2057. Nothing in sight for 
6 miles at 2315 in 038° 27' 012° i+81. Consider enemy speed at 
least 15 knots. Delay caused by defective W/T apparatus.

(PARTHIAN, 2325A/18 to Capt. (s) 10 (r ) C. in C. Med).
No 2 battery tank partially flooded leak through 

pressure hull. Severe evacuation of gas tank shut down. 
Battery very low. Regret am forced to abandon chase. Propose 
to steer westward tonight diving in 038° 2+2’ 012° 13* to test 
possibility of complete day diving, N.W. gale heavy sea.

(PARTHIAN, 2355A/18 to Capt. (S) 10 (R) C. in C. Med.,
Fleet, Capt. (S) 1st Submarines on patrol).

P.2+3 Delayed by passage of WELSHMAN. Request
permission to proceed on the surface after 
passing F. at 0600A/19th as in your 0032A/16. 
(P.2+3 202+32/18 to Capt. (S) 10, (R) V.A.M.)

Transport of Your 122+5/16 para. 3. Limitation does not 
Prisoners. apply between Suez and South Africa.

(D.S.T. , 2158A/18 to P.3.T.O.E. )

ROBERTS My 222+5/llth and my 2215/13th now evident 2
bombs hit ship (damaged). Repair work in 
progress. Ship steamable. Probable date of 
completion 21st Nov.
(ROBERTS, 2237/18).

/Enemy
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Weather conditions off Messina and Taranto 
are bad and warning of break out tonight cannot 
be guaranteed.
2. If they have left above Ports, hope to have 
P.R.U. report by 0730A.
(V. A. Malta, 2329A/18 to P.O.C. 15th C.S. (R)
C. in C. Med).

P.C. and S. of 2 destroyers 37° 22* N., 
16° 8 ’ E., 315° 20 knots.
(A/C S W 7 Y 2340/18 to Air H.Q. Malta).
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Your 0850/17. (N.T. in W.D.) Details of action, 
same as 1413Z/18, q.v.
(BENGAL 0130Z/18 to F.0.C.R.I.N.)
Your 1328Z/17 (N.T. in W.D.) Sighted two probable 
Japanese Raiders. Turned away with tanker which 
was given R/V for 24 hours later and ordered to 
act independently. Turned for and engaged enemy. 

Larger raider hit at 3000 yards in after magazine and set heavily 
on fire. Later a second very large explosion seen on this raider 
who was not subsequently sighted. Second raider drew away from 
tanker. Engagement broken off by BENGAL. Retired behind smoke 
screen. Both raiders of Kunikawa Maru Class larger of which was 
sunk approx. 10,000 tons. Smaller approx. 8,000 tons and each 
fired broadside of 4 from main armament. Own casualties nil.

(BENGAL 1413Z/18 to C. in C. E.F. (R) F.0. Ceylon.
A.C.N.B. etc.)
ONDINA reports she and BENGAL attacked by 2 Japanese raiders 

in 019° 45’ S 092° 40* E at 1130 ships time 11th Nov. 1 raider 
of about 15,000 tons was hit by ONDINA aft and amidships. After 
an explosion she sank. Second raider of about 10,000 tons and 
similar in class to KANIMBLA with 2 masts, guns mounted in 
forecastle, well deck and poop. Second raider hit ONDINA with 2 
torpedoes and gunfire and then broke off the action to pick up 
survivors from first raider. Sunk raider 2 aircraft on poop.
No service personnel killed. Some wounded. Master and Chief 
Engineer and 3 Chinese crew killed. Second raider has at least 
8 4.7 guns, twin torpedo tubes, one after well deck and 2 
Catapult monoplanes, single-engine aircraft. Ammunition used 
apparently British. Hull painted grey, cruiser stern and rake 
bows. Written report to follow.

(Cdre. W. Australia 0345Z/18 to A.C.N.B. (R) Admty. etc.)
H.M.I.S. BENGAL’S 1044/11 and Cdre. W. Australia's 0345/16. 

Please signal full story^’with times and bearings of open and cease 
fire of BENGAL'S and ONDINA's action with raiders. Admty. will 
co-ordinate these and then intend issuing communique allowing for 
simultaneous release in Australia,India and U.K.
Request no local communique be issued prior to this.

(Admty. 1715A/18 to F.O.C.R.I.N. Cdre. W. Australia.)

BENGAL 
ONDINA 
(raider 
action 
11th Nov.)

LOUISE 
MOLLER 
(torpedoed 
13th.Nov.)

Survivors report LOUISE MOLLER torpedoed by U-Boat 
approx. 600 miles E of Durban at 0800/13 Nov.
(C. in C. E.F. 0826Z/18 to Admty. (R) S.O.I. 
Colombo.)

EMPIRE
MIST
U/B.

Following has been read. SSSS 09° 54' N 80° 50' E, 
EMPIRE MIST sighted submarine at 1123/18.
(Colombo W/T 1125Z/18.)

BADARPUR Your 0817/18 Nov. to C. in C. E.F. only. Sail
BADARPUR for Port Sudan to comply with A.M. 
1634/11 Nov. On completion inspection N.O.I.C. 

Port Sudan is requested (Tanker message) to report by signal 
prefixed immediately balance of cargo remaining.
(C. in C. E.F. 1242Z/18 to Aden. (R) Admty.)

/ "R" report..
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\

HOST SECRET MESSAGE 1153^l0thNavember. IN

FROM: N .O .I.C , Colombo DATE: 19.11*42*
RECD: 2245

NAVAL CYPHER A .(3) BY W/T & T/P

ADDRESSED: Adm iralty C. in  C, Eastern F leet
Cdre, R,I,N* S.N.O, Persian G ulf,
282,

Secret Ceylon Movement Summary Number 25 o f  
18th November, Reference Movement Summary Number 24*

( i )  H.M.S. FALMOUTH D.S. WILLEM VAN DEH ZAAN, 
and BOMBAY, escortin g  BP 60 due Khor Kuwai
21st November,

( i i )  H.M.S, SUTLEJ escortin g  P B 12 due Bombay 
22nd November*

(iv )  SONAVATI and HIRAVATI e s c o r t in g ?  B 11 due 
Bombay I ’Jfth November,

(v i)  H.M.S. MARGUERITE e sco rt in g  B M 31. due 
Trincomalee 18th November,

( v i i i )  H.M.S. LAUNCESTON escortin g  SINGU arrived  
Colombo 14th November.

( ± x )  LN. 574+ , escortin g  P A 11 due Aden 24th November. 
(H.M,i ^INVESTIGATOR d id  not s a i l  with convoy).

Summary Number 25,

(1 ) H.M.A.S, LISMORE l e f t  Colombo 17th November 
duo Addu A to ll  19th November, thence -dookod escort 
Cable Ship JOHN V/. MACKAY to  Colombo,

(2 ) H.M.S. SPRINGTIDE l e f t  Colombo 1 6th  November 
due S eychelles 24th November, s a il in g  25th November, 
due K ilin d in i leav in g  Trincom alce 18th November, due 
C alcu tta  23rd November.

1st S .L .(2) 
V.C.N .S.

1125 3/13
Advance cop ies  Ops, O.D, Trade.

D.T,D.(3}- 
1>. T.D.(M;

+ Name o f  ship not on War Reg, 
l i s t  o f  L.N, Nos,

B lake,b.s.D.
D.M.S.

/
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Following heard on 500 K/cs at 1341Z/13 RRRR 
strength Q S A 5. No D/F hearing obtained.
My position (?344°) 18° S 89° E 22. Patrol vessel 
remaining in this vicinity 48 hours. Request 
shipping in this area.
(KANIMBLA 1401Z/18 to F.O.I.C. Ceylon. Cdre. W. 
Australia. (R) C. in C. E.F.)
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Atlantic
Narrows
Patrol.

America and West Indies.
Cominch 0247/18.
W.D. Note. The information contained in this 
signal was promulgated by F.O.C.W. Af 1910Z/18 
q. v.

Attacks on 
0.N.S.144.

My 2337Z/I7th. 0.N.S.144 continuously attacked
by U-Boats. At least 6 ships torpedoed, number 
uncertain until search completed, escort running 
short of depth charges, 2 now very low.
(G.T.U. 24.1.4 0551Z/18 to C.T.F. 24 (R) Connav, 
Admty. etc.)
See also 1011Z/18.

S.0.109 
attacked, 
BRILLIANT 
torpedoed.

8’ W.

1 ship torpedoed in 050° 53’ N. 045° 46’ W. 
Weather report ? ?
(G.T.U. 24.1.13 0900Z/18 to Connav.)
My 0900. Torpedoed ship SS BRILLIANT afloat and 
capable of steaming 3 knots. Ordered to return 
St. John N.F. SACKVTLLE screening her until air 
cover obtainable. Request tugs.
(SKEENA 1034Z/18 to Connav.)

Torpedoed tanker BRILLIANT’S P.0, and S. 50° 40’ N. 46°
232° 5 knots. Air escorts joining, am proceeding to rejoin 
convoy. Weather.

(SACKVTLLE 1432Z/18, 1625Z/18 to Connav.)
TENACITY escorted by THREE RIVERS sailed p.m. 18th Nov. 

to assistance of SS BRILLIANT. Air cover arranged.
(F.O.N.F. 1455Z/18 to C.T.U. 24.1.13, (r ) Admty1 etc.) 
TENACITY escorted by THREE RIVERS departed St. Johns 

1709Z/18/11 to assist SS BRILLIANT torpedoed in 50° 53' N.
45° 46’ W. , .(F.O.N.F. 2024Z/18 to Admty. for C.C.R.T. (R) N.S.H.Q.
C.O.A.C.)

Air Report, 
Attacks 
on U/Bs.

A.821 Operations Nov. 17. Times G.M.T.
(B) A/S Sorties 14. Enemy sightings 2. Digby 
Y 10 Squadron attacked U-Boat on surface at 1903 
position 41.36 N. 63.38 W. U-Boat on course 060 
at 15 knots when attacked. No visible results 

of attack. Canso A X of 5 Squadron sighted U-Boat approx. 30 
miles behind S.C.109, position 48.56 N. 48.33 W. at 1410 too 
distant for attack.
(E.A.C. Halifax 0915Z/19.)

Movements
summary.

1800 G.M.T. 18th November. 
Ship Position
BRIDGEWATER 17® N. 34° W.
ASTURIAS 12 N. 26 W.
(D.O.D.(F) 0950Z/18 to Opnav

Course Speed
180° 12
Patrol Blank
(r ) Comnaveu.)

/0.N •S. 144 ...
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America and West Indies - contd.
r/'O.N. S .144, MONTBRETIA 

torpedoed^.
MONTBRETIA torpedoed 0800Z/18 053° 37' N. 038° 
15' W. Some survivors picked up, am remaining 
short while. Depth charges left POTENTILLA 40, 
ROSE 41, EGLANTINE 62, VERVAIN 63. Request 
additional escort. Weather report.
(O.T.U. 24.1.4 10112/18 to O.T.F. 24, (r )
Gonnav, Admty., 0. in G. W.A. N.S.H.Q. F.O.N.F. 
G.O.A.C. C.T.G.24.7.)

Capetown’s 1536/2nd. Master and 14 survivors 
landed Trinidad "by EMPIRE SQUIRE report:
(A) EMPIRE CHAUCER sunk 0430Z/l7th Oct. in 
040° 20’ S. 018° 30’ E.
(B) S.M. Young, Chief Officer, J. Fryer, 

Apprentice, unaccounted for when 2 other boats with 36 got away. 
(C) Secret mail from Colombo to Admty. jettisoned. C.O.I.S. 
Kilindini pass to C. in C. Eastern Fleet.
(S.O.I. Jamaica 1022R/18 to Admty. etc.)

EMPIRE
CHAUCER.

PORT
FREMANTLE,

U/B.
Following received. 1216 G.M.T. 500 k/cs. 266° 
Gonio. B. B.A.M.S. PORT FREMANTLE D R, 
submarine sighted. 1200 G.M.T. 42.24 N.
37.40 W.
(Lands End Radio 1318/18.)

Following is extract from P.S.T.O. Capetown 
1143/6 Nov. (Begins) Requests confirmation that 
Allied Service personnel should not be included 
in the limits of 250 per service but that they 

should have their own separate categories. This question is 
likely to arise in connection with American personnel (ends).
2. Request you will endeavour to obtain U.S. agreement to their 
Service personnel travelling in accordance with British rules
in areas of British strategic control.
3. A.M. 1954/11 August refers.
(D.O.D.(F) 1402A/18 to B.A.D.)

Service
Personnel.

FIREDRAKE, When ready for sea about 1930Z/l8th, proceed best
-t>0.N5144. speed to join 0.N-S.144 and remain as long as

possible in order to refuel at St. Johns N.F. 
and sail Nov. 24th. for (corrupt group).
(C.T. 24 14152/18 to FIREDRAKE (R) Connav. C.T.U. 
24.1.4, F.O.N.F., C.O.A.C., C. in C. W.A.)

U-Boat estimated in your vicinity by D/F has 
made a sighting report of a convoy or important 
unit at 1410Z/l8th. Other transmissions on 
10510 k/cs indicate 6 submarines in your area.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1424/18 to C.T.U. 24.1.4 
(R) C.T.U. 24.1.15.)

Sighting report in 10510 k/cs by poor D/F at 1535Z/13th
and 1539Z/l8th in your area. , , . „ m TT(C. in C. U.S..Fleet 1604/18 to C.T.U. 24.1.4 (R) C.T.U.

24.1.15.)

>0.N.S.144, 
6 U/Bs.

/Further ..
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America and West I n d i e s _
0.N.S.144, Further transmissions on 10510 k/cs between 
6 U/Bs. 0909Z/l8th and 1426Z/l8th indicate several
(contd.) U-Boats still in your vicinity.

(N.S.H.Q. 1732Z/18 to C.T.U. 24.1.4, O.O.A.G. 
F.O.N.F (R) Admty., S.B.N.O. W.A., C.il.O.) 

0.N.S.144, P.G. and S. 1800Z/18 052° 58' N. 039° 54' W. 221° 
(? 7). Ships torpedoed TIRYAKA (N.T. in Lloyds) 52 survivors. 
MOSCHA D. KYDONIEFS (41?) known survivors of MOUNT TAURUS, 
PRESIDENT SERGENT, (corrupt group) survivors, VAN DE VELDE and 
1 other. Also MONTSBRETIA, 27 survivors. Y/eather report. 

(G.T.U. 24.1.4 1901Z/18 to G.T.F. 24.)

Cominch C. and R. 1515/18. 
See South Atlantic.

Your 0004A/I7th (re limiting report from ships 
of 15 knots or more) After careful reconsiderat
ion your 2246/7th desire to retain existing 
instructions or eliminate H.F. position reports 

entirely. If existing instructions are retained suggest they 
he modified so that three day report will not he required when 
vessel is within two days sailing of position where report is now 
made indicating time of arrival in New York or U.K.
(G. in C. U.S. Fleet C.& R. 1549/18 to Admty. (r ) N.S.H.Q.)

Takoradi
Congestion.

Reports from 
M/Vs.

U/B S/M estimates 18th Nov. and U.S. S/M Notice.
Positions. (C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1615/18, 2146/18.)

U/B. A.D.G. renort S/M sighted 047° 34’ N. 053° 02’ W.
at 1545/18th.
(G.O.A.G. 1624Z/18 to G.B. 7 A.)

Floating My 2229/4 (Request proposals re date and escort
Dock. arrangements for tugs) Completion date of tugs

most unreliable. Unlikely dock can sail before 
1st January.
(B.A.D. 1629Z/18 to R.A.W.A.)

SEMINOLE, Have you any news of U.S. ships SEMINOLE,
COLORADO, COLORADO, ALAMO due New York 7/11 ex convoy
ALAMO. O.N.S. 140.

(D.T.D. 1743A/18 to N.S.H.Q.)

ESTRELLA, Your 1131R/17. ESTRELLA (Nor.) and BLACKHEATH
BLACKHEATH. (Br.) arrived Recife 4/11, 5/11 respectively.

(D.T.D. 1814A/18 to S.O.(l) Jamaica.)

/Western
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America and West Indies - contd.
In view of repeated attacks on trans-Atlantic 
convoys in area between 55° and 45° West, mainly 
outside present range of shore-based aircraft, 
and the much reduced threat to these convoys in 
area west of Gape Race, where provision of air 

coverage is easier, request urgent consideration may be given 
to following proposal as a temporary measure for augmenting 
escort of these convoys whilst traversing former area.
2. All destroyers be withdrawn from W.L.E.F. and formed into 
groups based on St. John's N.F. and known as Western Support 
Force. One group to join each H.X. and S.C. convoy off G.
Race to reinforce the escort as far as about 55° W. when it 
would transfer to a Northerly routed O.N. convoy and return 
with it to vicinity of St. Johns. Southerly routed O.N. 
convoys would not normally receive this additional escort, 
but should one of these convoys be attacked a suitable support 
group could be switched over to such convoy if available.
3. Owing to low endurance of these destroyers, it is suggested 
that they should whenever possible fuel from tankers in the 
eastbound convoy.
4. Foregoing is regarded as emergency measure to meet 
existing situation and would be subject to review as necessary 
in event of change in U-Boat dispositions.
(D.T.D. approved A.C.N.S.(T) 1920A/18 to Connav)
Concur.
(Gominch 1347/20) See also Admty. 1615A/22.

Western 
Support 
Force.

EASTGATE, 
leakage 
through 
H/F W/T.

Not sent to Capetown. British SS EASTGATE 
arrived 17th departure 18th for Panama.
(1) Master infers leakage of information Capetown 
as submarine activity in approach route as far 
south as 040° 30’ S. 019° 37’ and 021° 42’ E.
(2) Master states that ships which were heard

to acknowledge diversion signal as ordered were attacked within 
12 hours. Suggest that ships should not be ordered to use 
H/F W/T except for S 0 S in that area. #
(N.C.S.O. Punta Arenas 1930/18 to N.A. Santiago De Chile (.R) 
S.O.(l) Montevideo.)

Fishermen sighted S/M periscope 045 39’ 30” N.
060° 15’ 45” W. at 1100/18th.
(C.O.A.C. 2005Z/18 to G.B.7A (R) C.T.F.24, 
Connav etc.)

LORD KELVIN, 
MEADOWSWEET, 
BUTTERMERE, 
YYASTWATER.

Your 1223/16 LORD KELVIN will be sailed Nov. 
20th for position 38° 29’ N. 64° 00* W. 
escorted by MEADOY/SWEET.
2. Request BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER be sailed 
Nov. 26th to relieve MEADOWSWEET as escort for 
LORD KELVIN until completion of cable repairs. 
(N.S.H.Q. 2025Z/18 to S.B.N.O.W.A. (R) Admty. 
etc.)

/U.G.S.2 ...
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U.G.S.2.
America and West Indies - contd.
Following is Connav’s 1440/18.
U.G.S.2 31° 59’ 53° 30’ 119° 9, (altering 
in 50° 45’ W. to 093°)
(Comnaveu 2052/18 to Admty.)

Operation 
’’Torch" .

In order to estimate tonnage requirements and 
availability would appreciate summary of names 
and flags all foreign merships sunk or damaged 
at Algiers, Oran, Bougie, Bone, with preliminary 
comment on whether salvageable plus names 
remaining foreign merships in these ports in 
serviceable condition.
(Opnav 2111/18 to Admty.)
Information being obtained.
(D.T.D. 1135Z/20.)

Sub.Attack 
& Sighting 
S ummary.

Unidentified torpedoed 53.37 N. 38.15 W. 
0800Z/18. R.G.A.F. Plane attacks Sub. 41.36 N. 
63.38 W. 1903z/l7 course 060. Hudson Plane 
attacks Sub. 15.20 N. 59.20 W. 1340Z/18.
Para. B. Liberty G.L.O. one torpedo miss area

51.02 N. 28.15 W. 10th September. Plane sights Sub. on surface 
48.56 N. 48.53 W. 1415Z/17.
Para. C. Shorewater sights Sub. 46.55 IT. 55.50 W. 1710Z/17.
Sub. sighted 42.24 IT. 57.40 W. 1221Z/18 and 47.34 IT. 53.02 /.
1545Z/18. _ _Para. D. S.G. 704 and 505 attack sound contacts 40.25 N. 69.oO
W. 0322 and 1315Z/08.
(G. in G. U.S. Fleet 2142/18 to Admty.)

M/V
Casualties.

Connav Serial 18. ZVHAD Yugo-Slavian sunk in 
collision 37.27 S. 150.17 E. date unknown. 
KAPAPA aground off Adelaide 17th November.
7 unidentified ships torpedoed last night in 
0.N.S.144.
(Connav 2148/18 to Comnaveu.)

A.T.29. D. of S.T’s 0632/14 (Re accommodation of 250 
U.S. Constructional Personnel in A.T.29.) 
Arrangements made.
(B.A.D. 2211Z/18 to Admty., for D.S.T.)



SECRET
SECRET MESSAGE
From: N.B.Melbourne.

12072/18 Nov.INDATE: 18.11.42. SECD: 2116.N-AAJj CYPHER »CI b.v W/T. ______
addressed: F.O.C.A.S., H.M.A.Ships (oxcopt Auxiliary

A/S and M/S Vessels), N.O.I.C.Sydney 379, 
District N.O.Narttiemrerritorial 370 (Port 
Darwin, Commodore Western Australia 623. 
D.N.O.Victoria Australia (P.Molbourno 982,
N.O.I.C.Townsville, D.N.O.^uoenslano,
N.B.Wellington, C.O.I.S. Eastern Fleet,
C. in C. Eastern Fleet, F.O.Ceylon, 
F.O.C.R.I.N., N.S.H.Q.Ottawa.

Dispositions of main naval units south west 
Pacific Area 18th November* CoraJ/Sea H.M.A.S.HOBART. 
(?U.S.Cruiser PHOENIX), U.S.D.liUGFORD, U.S.D.BAGLEY, 
U.S.D. HENLEY, U.S.D. PATTERSON ,*H.MjS.VraON, 'U.S.D, HELM.
Port Moresby ;,rea.H.M a s <ynmyp 
port St.M-ns^H.M. A.S.WESTRALIA.
Sydueyah.M.A.S.EiNQQRA (in reserve) H.M.A.S.VENDETTA, 
H.M. A.S.SWAN, U.S.(D) Tender DOBBIN, repairing 
F.S.LE TRiOIAPHANT, Netherlands (C) TROMP, U.S.(C) SAN 
JUAN, H.M.A.S.AUSTRALIA, U.S.(C) CHESTER.Ibourne, re pairing.U.S. S/M.Tbnder HOLLAND.
Fremantle. H. II. A. S. ADRT.aTDF. Netherlands Light 
Cruiser HSEJ«1S;CERCK, Netherlands destroy or- TJERKv 
HIBDKS, VAN GALEN, U.S. Saaplano 'I’ondor HERON,PELIA3. 
Exmoutn fiulf.ILS,Soanla.n,o Tondor WTT,T,T„M B.PRESTON, 
U.S. Soaplano Tender CHILDS.
Due Townsville 19th. Novomtw. H.M.A.S.VtiREEQO,
Eort Moresby Area 19th November. H.M.A.S.ARlM. 
Fremantle Sard Noyonbar.H.H '> S mrrw-i.A. ‘Sydney I3t.n N'ovumbor.trn a .s ijorksby.

* A

12072/18.
Advance Copy sent Ops.,0.b.,O.I.C.

V.C.N.S.A.C.N.S.(F).N. A.lst S.L.Capt.Pim,admiralty Hse. Ops.(3).O. D.8.O.JJ. (5).M.(2).0. 1.C.Mails.Movts.
1. P. (3)--- ---

U.S.N.C3)D.N.I.(4)D.N.L.O.(2)P.N.L.O.D.M.S.D.M.S.Citadel N.L.O. Australia House.
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Australia and New Zealand.
ONDINA. Action with raider 11/11.

(Cdre. W. Australia, 0345Z/18.) 
See East Indies. ji>. $ ,Q

Dispositions. S.W. Pacific Area 18/11.
(N.B. Melbourne 1207Z/18.)
See Lion Copy.

"R" Report. KANIMBLA 1401Z/18.
(See East Indies. ) f>.

Situation. Digest serial No.300 17 Nov.
G.H.Q. Digest for passing to overseas Naval 
Authorities R/C Buin Shortland area midday 17th 
reported 2 light cruisers, 7 destroyers, 11 

merchant vessels, 1 large probable repair ship, 3 possible 
weather reporting vessels, approx. 8 small craft, 2 light 
cruisers, 2 large, 1 small destroyer, 6° S. 155° 50* course 
360° at 0120Z/17.
2. 2 small craft, possibly weather reporting vessels, 
reported Buka Passage noon same day, 13 unidentified aircraft 
on Drome.
3. 4 Catalinas attacked aerodrome during night 16th destroying 
at least 3 aircraft on runway and starting six large fires and 
3 explosions possibly fuel dumps.
4. Allied troops continue advance towards Buna.
(5) 24 enemy fighters and several bombers operating from Lae 
airfield 17th many active over coastal area between Buna and 
Pongani 16th 17th.
6. 8 B.25s with fighter escort and 3 Beaufighters attacked 
Lae Aerodrome during day probably destroying 7 fighters and 7 
medium bombers silencing A/A position scoring hits on runway 
and building.
7. 5 Maurauders attacked supply dumps Gona area during 
morning. Unsuccessfully attacked by 5 enemy fighters and 3 
bombers hits scored on enemy aircraft.
8. One small craft observed off Cape St. George course 90 
during morning R/C nil activity Gasmata.
9. Photos Buna 15th show 7 heavy approx. 14 light A/A guns.
10 2 Beaufighters strafed Maobisse while 10 Hudsons attacked
Bauau (Timor) on 17th bombs fell in town and building area. 
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 1812Z/18 to Admty. etc.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx, positions at 1200Z/18. 
(D.D.I.C. 1405A/18.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

Admiral Sir Max Horton K.C.B., D.S.O., today 
succeeded Admiral Sir Percy Noble K.C.B., C.V.O. 
as C. in C. Western Approaches.

The port of Liverpool was closed last night 
until 0845A today.

C.S.l and the cruiser covering force (see 11 
November} sailed from Seidisfiord at 1005 today. 
Capt. (D) 8 and destroyers (see 11 Nov.) sailed 
from Kola Inlet at 1400A today.

Six E-boats attacked Convoy P.W.250 at 0310 
today in 120° Eddystone 11 miles. H.M.T. 
ULLSWATER and SS BIRGITTE, YEWFOREST, and LAB 
are reported to have been sunk.

C. in C. Plymouth intends to employ motor 
launches as convoy escorts instead of Pn patrol.

Force X.

N.C.X.F. in a message today describes his 
intentions for the organisation of his Fleet.

North Atlantic.
Convoy U.G.S.l (transports returning empty) 
left Casablanca for U.S.A. today, escorted by 
C.W.N.T.F. (Admiral Hewitt U.S.N.) in AUGUSTA 
with part of the W.N.T.F.
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SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic.

S.O.(l) Capetown reports that SS CITY OP CAIRO 
was torpedoed and sunk at 2025 G.M.T/6 in 
23° 30' S. 5° 30' W.

SS MARINA reported that vessel astern of her 
blew up at 2205 G.M.T. today in 30° 39' S. 
34° 41* E.

To avoid congestion at Takoradi the ports of 
Freetown and Lagos will be used as holding 
ports for the West African coast, except 
Bathurst.

Mediterranean.

The port of Philippeville was taken into 
use today.

Successful attacks by aircraft were made on 
El Aouina Aerodrome last night.

Aircraft minelaying was suspected off Bougie 
tonight.

At 0200 Malta read S 0 S in 37° 0 ’ N. 25° 35' E.

Fighter protection from Malta was given to 
the convoy from daylight today.

ARETHUSA (torpedoed yesterday) and PETARD making 
for Alexandria, were attacked by aircraft at 
about 0920 today in approx. 32° 30' N. 24 E.

TJ.S. B.17s bombed Benghazi last night. Two ship 
were seen on fire when the aircraft arrived.
(cf.18 Nov.)
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America and West Indies
S.C.109. One U-boat was sighted and driven off at

0649 hy WETASKIWIN in a gun battle. SS BEACON 
STREET has broken down and is being screened 
by WINCHELSEA.

Pacific, blew it to the surface, hit it with 
a 4 -inch shell, and submarine slid under stem 
first. Subsequent search gave negative results. 
On 13 Nov. an Army B.18 B bombed a submarine in 
13 10’ N. 69° 35' W. with possible success.

Attacks 
on U/Bs. Comnaveu reports that on 8 Nov. U.S. destroyer 

SOUTHARD made 6 attacks on a*Bubmarine in the
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HOME COMMANDS

Policy.

G. in G. W.A. Admiral Sir Max Horton, K.C.B., D.S.O. has

and surrendered voluntarily to COURSER at 62D Buoy at 1015 
today. Vessels handed over to Admiralty Prize Marshal and 
crews to Security Control 1900. Approval has been given for 
immediate sale of perishable cargo of fish. Details of 
vessels follow in my 2301/19.
(P.0. Humber, 2259/19 and 2301/19 to Admty.)
See also P.0. Humber 1958/20.

(2) GUNNEL proceed on surface through position E 045° 01*, 013° 
50* , crossing 015° W. before 2200/19, thence diving by day 
through position P 049° 20', 013° 50'.
(3) BARB proceed on surface through position L 044° 34', 012°
55' , thence diving by day on route blue.
(4) Estimated positions GUNNEL and BARB at 0800/19 are 043° 45', 
017° 48' and 043° 45' , 017° 01' respectively.
(5) Total bombing restrictions arranged.

(P.O.S., 0334A/19 to Cdr. U.S. S/M Sqdn.)
My 1754/18. Amend paras. (K) and (L) to read -

(K) GUNNEL 43° 40', 17" 50’, on the surface 11 knots to 45° 00’, 
13" 55' , thence diving by day, course 000".
(L) BARB 43" 48', 17° 01' on the surface 11 knots to 44" 32',
126 55’ , thence diving by day course 000".

(F.O.S., 0339A/19 to Admty.)
My 2257/18. Request WOLVERINE be detailed for duty in 

S.3's 1755/17 para. (iv).
(C. in G. W. A. , 1129A/19 to G. in C. Plymouth.)
(i) Cancel my 1234/15 and 1422/17. GUNNEL'S 1315/18. 

Routes are repeated below.
(ii) HERRING proceeds diving by day on route White passing 
through K 049" 02', 013" 21' at 2000/21 thence 049" 12’, 012"
55', Y. 049® 45', 008® 01', passing through G 180® Bishop Rock 
10 miles at 0800/23 to R/V at H 180" Lizard Head 10 miles at 
1400/23.
(iii) GUNNEL proceeding dived by day on route (? Gas) passing 
through P 049® 20', 013® 50' at 2000/21 thence to X 050" 01', 
008" 01' to passing through G at 1000/23 to R/V H at 1400/23.

succeeded Admiral Sir Percy Noble K.G.B., G.V.O 
as C. in C. W.A. as from 19th November 1942. 
(C. in G. W.A., 0001A/19.)

DAGMAR
VALIB.

Danish fishing vessels DAGMAR and VALIB left 
Esbjerg 9th, fished in Silver Pits until 
separated from remainder of fleet by heavy 
weather on 15th when they set course for Humber

Movements
-A BARB,
-ft GUNNEL, 
^-HERRING,

Your 2221/18 9  V * A  U D O  ±. f YV •  U C i U

2000/19. Submerged bombing restrictions 
arranged.

Do not cross 017® W. before

LAUDERDALE. 
- * * 1̂  / > . 53, 5. ^

/(iv)
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Movements.. / ̂  /r
■fcBARB, 
*GUNNEL, 
^-HERRING,
' LAUDERDALE. 
(Contd.)

(iv) BARB proceed to dive by day on route Blue 
passing through M 049° 01’, 012° 54’ at 2000/21 
thence through G at 0600/23 to R/V H at 1000/23.
(v) S/Ms may proceed on the surface when East 
008° W. and are to report if unable to make R/V 
within 2 hours.
(vi) My 0334/19 also refers.

(P.O.S. , 1334A/19 to C.S.S.50.)
Cancel my 1129/19. Commodore Londonderry is to sail 

->LAUDERDALE to R/V with GUNNEL and BARB 180° Lizard Head 10 
miles 8t llOOA/24 and escort to Clyde.

(C. in C. W.A., 1525a/ 19.)
My 1525/19. For BARB read HERRING and for IIOOa/ 24 read 

1400A/23.
(C. in C. W.A., 2016A/19 to Cdre. Londonderry.)
Number 3 main engine out of commission. Same casualty 

as previously reported on number one. Maximum available speed 
reduced to 15 knots 2 engines.

(GUNNEL, 2200Z/19 to C.S.S. 50.)

Z.5, H.50.

2000A/20. 
(Capt. S.7, 
My 1031/19. 
(Capt. S.7,

Intend sailing Z.5 at 0001A/20 from Rothesay 
to R/V H.50 off Londonderry, E.T.A. Lough Foyle 
Buoy 0800A/20, and escort her to Rothesay E.T.A.

1031A/19 to F.O.S.)
Sailed Z.5 to escort. 

2201A/19.)

TUNA. —  _  v Arrived TUNA escorted by LAUDERDALE.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 1114A/19.)

DUKE OF N.C.X.F's 1107/18 para. 8.
YORK, Route from position (s) through positions

VICTORIOUS. (T) 44° 00' N. 17° 00’ W. (U) 52° 00' N. 17°
00' W. (V) 55" 00' N. 13° 00' W. (W) 55° 25' 
N. 08" 28' W. and thence to Clyde unless other
wise ordered.

(D.O.D^H.), 1120a/ 19 to E.A.A.)
N.C.X.F. 1107/18 which is being passed to R.A.(d ) and 

C. in C. W.A. Destination of VICTORIOUS and DUKE OF YORK is 
Clyde. OPPORTUNE Scapa.
(2) R.A.(d ) is requested to sail 2 destroyers to R/V at daylight 
22nd. Destroyers are to relieve escort to fuel as necessary, 
returning to Scapa when ordered by R.A.(A) H.F.
(3) Estimated that Force will be in 052* N. 017® W. at 0400A/22, 
approaching this position on course 360®. Estimated S.O.A. 16^ 
knots. Thence 055" N. 013" W., 055" 25' N. 008" 28' W . , thence 
Clyde.
(4) C. in C. W.A. is requested to signal destination of W.A. 
destroyers.

(C. in C. H.F. , 1411A/19 to R.A.A.H.F., VICTORIOUS, DUKE 
OF YORK, R.A. D. H.F. , WESTCOTT.)

/Capt. ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

DUKE OP 
YORK,

VICTORIOUS. 
(Contd.)

Movements,.
Capt. (D) 17 in ONSLOW with MATCHLESS proceed 
passing Switha 1500/20 to R/V at 0800/22 in 
accordance with C. in C. H.P. 1411A/19.
2, N.C.X.F’s 1107Z/18 passed to you for 
information.
(R.A.D., 1853A/19 to ONSLOW, MATCHLESS.)
See also R.A.D. 1552A/20.

My 1707/18. Amend position A to 050° 01* N. 
014° 45' W. P.O.C.N.A. is requested to pass 
amended version to N.C.X.P.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1121A/19 to P.O.C.N.A.)
Your 1707/18. Request you will postpone sailing for 24 hours.
(D.0.D.(H.), 1222A/19 to C. in C. Plymouth.)
Arrived ADVENTURE.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1647A/18.)
My 1707/18. Sailing postponed till 1400/20.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1849A/19 to N.C.X.P.)

ADVENTURE.

W.A.
Command. Situation at 1955A/19. Details. 

(C. in C. W.A., 13554/19.)
See Lion Copy. .

North
Atlantic
dispositions.

(D.O.D. (H.), 1410Z/19 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.) See Lion Copy.

S/M
Positions.

At 0800/20. Details. 
(P.O.S., 1709A/19.)
See Lion Copy. ga.ajb.

TORBAY. Intend sailing .TORBAY escorted by BREDA at 
1730/20th for Holy Loch.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1723A/19.) ^  $0. ^

SNOWDROP. My P.C.S. 052° 52', 018° 14', 048°, 9£ at 1702Z 
E.T.A. Loch Ewe 1201Z/22.
(SNOWDROP, 1930Z/19 to C. in C. W.A.)

Operations.
Operation
H.R.

Enemy position is 210° Start Point 18? miles, 
course 130°, speed unknown.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0444A/19 to Force H.R.) 
Arrived PENYLAN, SLAZAK, KRAKOWIAK.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1123/19.)

/Biscay
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1 4 1 0 2 /1 9 t h  N o v .

D a t e  1 9 . 1 1 . 4 2

T o  C . i n  C .  U . S .  F l e e t ,  
R e p e a t e d  OFNAV,
C . i n  C . A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  
B . A . D .  W a s h in g t o n ,5 1 5 .

n

our

►

F rom  A d m ir a l t y  

IMPORTANT

O p e r a t in g  i n  N o r t h e r n  W a t e r s , 

A r e a  I c e l a n d  (C )

A r e a  S c a p a

A r e a  C ly d e

A r e a  G i b r a l t a r

P a s s a g e  t o  U . K .

C . N .  A , $
1 4 1 0 V 1 9

5  D e s t r o y e r s

BERWICK 
LONDON 
SUFFOLK 
3  D e s t r o y e r s

KING GEORGE V 
ANSON
CUMBERLAND 
GLASGOW 
NORFOLK 
3  D e s t r o y e r s

SHROPSHIRE
B IT E R
DASHER

NELSON
RODNEY
RENOWN
FORMIDABLE
FURIOUS
BERMUDA
AURORA
CHARYBDIS
DELHI
SIR IU S
SCYLLA
ARGONAUT
WELSHMAN
1 0  D e s t r o y e r s

DUKE OF YORK 
ARGUS
VICTORIOUS 
JAMAICA 
SHEFFIELD 
1 D e s t r o y e r .

for LH)

a . c . k  s r a T r e H W ^ ^

• A . C . N ,  A . S .
D . A . C . D .
D . N . A . D .

N. A .1 s t  S , L .  
Capf aP ^

D . D . I . C .  ( 2 )  W *_ .
D u ty  C a p t . ( 2 )  D . T . D . ( M )



91. Positions of submarines at 0800/20 and movements 
for the following 24 hours.
A. P.312 vicinity 70 dogs 53’ North 22 dogs 26' East.
B. P.216 vicinity 70 dogs 52* North 21 dogs 08* East
G. UREDD vicinity 70 dogs 32' North 20 degs 01’ East
D. JUNON vicinity 69 dogs 30’ North 17 degs 20'

east probably proceeding dived by day to zone K 9
E. GRAPH escorted*’by LA CAPRICIEUSE 53 degs 30' North 

5 degs 15* West due 180 dogs Bishop Rock 15 at 
1900/21 4 - - < - ■ y. /- A-v* •

F. SHAD 48 dogs 44' North 13 degs 50’ West proceoding 
dived by day through 49 degs 20' North 13 degs
50' West due rendezvous 180 degs Lizard 10 miles 
at 1200/22.

G. /GUNNEL 46 degs 20' North 13 degs 50’ West 
proceeding dived by day through 49 degs 20_ North 
13 degs 50* West due rendezvous 180 degs Lizard

 ̂ 10 miles at 1400/23 .
H. aT  <HERRING 45 degs 54 mins North 13 degs 20 mins West

proceeding dived by day through 49 degs 02 mins 
via./ North 13 degs 21 mins West due rendezvous 180 degs 

Lizard 10 miles 1400/23. .
J. \BARB 45 degs 46 mins North 12 degs 55 mins West

proceeding dived by day through 49 degs 01 mns 
North 12 degs 54 mins West due rendezvous 180 degs 
Lizard 10 miles at 1000/23.K. DOLPHIN 46 degs 42 mins North 12 degs aO mins West 
proceeding dived by day through 44 degs 28 mins 
North 12 degs 25 mins West and 44 degs 08 mins 
North 03 degs 58 mins West for patrol in Zone K 505;

L.
j s
in

0,
A.C.N. 3, (H)
N, A, 1st S.L. 
Capt Pim 
D.O.D. (H) (2) 
D.O.D. (F) (2)

SEALION 46 degs 10 mins North 12 degs 25 mins 
West proceeding dived by day through 44 degs 
28 mins North 12 degs 85 mins West and 44 qo 
28 mins North 08 degs 58 mins West for patro
Zone K 501. . . .TORBAY leaves Plymouth 1730/20 escorted by 
BREDA for HolyLoch. A ***
BLACKFISH 40 degs 54 mins North 20 degs West 
parsing through 40 degs North 20 degs West at, 
2100/20 thence diving by day through 44 degs 
45 mins North 13 degs 22 mins West- 
P.34 exercises off Plymouth between 0800/20 and 
1700/20.

17^vance Copy D.O. D. O.D. (H)
D.D. 0. D. (M) D. A/S. W. D.T.D. (M) 
D.C. (2) Hd. of M.
D.D. I.C. (2) W.Sr
D. of Plans (2) I.P. (2)
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Operations.- ccrx/T:.
Biscay GRAPH passes through 180° Bishop Rock 15 miles
S/M Patrol. at 1900A/21 routed diving by day through (q ) 049°
GRAPH. 20’, 007° 02' W. (R) 048° 40’, 012° 10’ W. at

2200A/22. (S) 044* 55', 012° 10' W. at 0200A/
. 24. (T) 044*? 55’ 006° 58* W. , to enter zone

K.50'2 in 006° 40’ at 0730A/25.
(Capt. S.3, 0917A/19 to Admty.)
Sailed GRAPH escorted by LA CAPRICIEUSE in accordance with S.3’s 1145A/17 and 1857A/17.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1834A/19.)

Patrols. Before dark tonight M.T.B. 55 (S.O.), 54, M.G.B.
611 proceed to St. Helens and to patrol if 
weather permits between 50° 20' N. 0° 10* W. 

and 50° 30' N. 0° 20' E., passing P buoy 1815 and 0730.Codeword ’’Device'*.
C«A6S£Uftd 41 (S.O.) and 11 patrolling off E.A5 Buoy.
M.G.Bs 316 (S.O.) 1° 25’ W. 50° 20’ N., 2° 20’ W. and St.Albans Head.
BLEASDALE standing by at Yarmouth.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1227A/19 to HORNET.)
One M.L. sailing Blyth 1802 to patrol to eastward of War 

channel, returning Blyth daylight.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1555A/19.)
2 M.T.Bs and 1 M.G.B. patrolling S.E. of E.A5 Buoy. Two M.G.Bs patrolling between St. Catherines and St. Albans Head.

2 Chasseurs patrolling near E.A5 Buoy.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1600A/19.)

Mining.
Dover’s letter 906/139D/42 of the 31st August.
It is considered that Q.Z.X. 866 could be cleared without much difficulty and request that 4 Bangor 
R-class may be allocated to Dover for the purpose. 
These vessels are considered most suitable having 
higher sweeping speed and shallower draught than 

trawlers. As they are not much larger than the latter they will 
be little more noticeable to enemy R.D. F. or air R/C, and berthing alongside in Dover Harbour will be practicable. 
Clearance Q.Z.X. 866 working at daylight nigh waters should not 
take more than 2 or 3 days and, depending on experience gained, 
it is intended next to sweep a gap between Q.Z.X. 788 and 867, 
and finally to widen gap between Q.Z.X. 788 and 797.
These operations will be preceded by R/Cs and danning with 
coastal craft which, although already in hand, is dependent on 
calm weather, and the Bangor operations may accordingly be 
delayed.(P.O.C. Dover, 1133A/19 to Admty.)

Q.Z.X. 866, 788, 867, 
and 797 
clearances.

Lyme Bay On completion of gunnery exercises on 23rd, you
clearance. are to carry out a clearance commencing on 24th

of the following area. (a ) 50° 34’42” N. 03°
10'24” W. (B) 50° 31’00” N. 03° 24’48” W.

(C) 50° 24'24” N. 03° 20’00” W. (d ) 50° 28'00” N. 03° 05’54” W. 
anchoring as convenient on completion of each days sweep.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1526A/19 to afl/S. 4.)
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Navigational.

Liverpool. Port including Q.Z.S. 298 closed until 0845A. 
Report if my 1636/18 received.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 0131A/19 to DASHER.)

Rosyth. Cancel my 2052/18.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1335A/19.)

Casualties and Defects.

THYSVILLE. My 1555/17/10, D. of S.T’s 0430/11/11, and 
G.O.C. W.A. 1050/14/11.
1. Lloyds engine and boiler survey has been 

carried out on THYSVILLE at Lagos. Surveyor grants three 
months extension but reports vessel must be dry-docked at the 
end of three months.
2. G.O.C.W.A. is requested to report in view of foregoing 
whether vessel is now required for further movements.
(D.S.T.O. W.A., 0917Z/19 to D.S.T.)

s.

/  Nm [ > / r)lot L [t  *. /”  .

Landing Official numbers of L.C. lost in WARWICK CASTLE.
Craft. L.C.S. 167, 169, 266, 307, 375, 188, 187, 55,
Operation 176, 189. Numbers of L.C. left on beach L.C.M.
"Torch!’ . 570, L.C.A. 185, 153.

'V* a  (S.N.O. WARWICK CASTLE, 1110/19 to Admty. )
A.M. 1556A/16. Following craft disembarked 

from C.B.22113 L.C.P. (R) 1020, 1031, 915, 1016, 1024, 1013, 
768, 1034, 1035 all are repairable in 14 days.
2. Following are known to be total losses L.C.P. (r ) 1029, 629,
3. Following craft were left behind in doubtful condition L C.P 
(R) 1017, 1021, 1032, 1009.
(S.O. A.S.C., 1857A/19 and IOOOa/ 20 to Admty.)

DASHER. A.M. 1958/16. Cancel para. 2. DASHER is to be 
ready to sail from the Clyde on a ferrying trip 
on 9th December.
(D.0.D.(HJ, 1645A/19 to DASHER, F.O.I.C. Liverpool)

ARGUS. ARGUS 1125/17. ARGUS will be taken in hand by
Messrs. Barclay Curie, Elderslie, and will be 
docked at Elderslie on arrival.

2. Ship is to be ready to sail for a ferrying trip on 9th 
December.
(D.O.D^H.), 1646A/19 to ARGUS.)

Search for 
rafts and 
dinghies.

Your 1909/18. Continue to search to P.L.E, 
Report situation.
(C. in C. W.A., 1656A/19 to SARDONYX, (R) 
SAMSONIA.)

/Your ....



CONFIDENTIAL
From F*0#I#C* Liverpool*

MESSAGE 2123/19th November. IN
Date 28.11.42# 
Reed. 0950.

PA BY T/p
Addressed Admiralty.
S.N.O, Monarch of Bermuda 2123/19 is being passed to you 
my 182S/27 refers./

Addressed S.C.A.5.C. (R) EAGLET.
From S.N.O. MOMAKdli Ofi B t m Ub*.
Secret
LOA 152 and 455 left in Albert Harbour, Liverpool. Ferry Base 
Flotilla Officer has taken charge of them. Severe hull damage 
on both craft.

V-G.NrfS,
A.C.-t*.3 . ( « )  •N. A.-la.t &,»!,•»
Gapt, Pirn, Admiralty Hse. 
Ops •( o') .
O. D.(5) .O.I.C.(o) .
D. of P.(Q)(2).
D.N.E.(C.O.),
C. C.O.D, 57 O.B.I.

2123/19.

Controller 
Vi./Ki C o n tro lle r

Advance Copy sent OPS.
/ Correction to 2123/19 which has 

not previously been received.
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Casualties and pefects_,,̂ -n.l-y
Search for 
rafts and 
dinghies. 
(Contd.)

Your 1656/19. Present position 53.34 18.36. 
Have searched 55 miles to eastwards of 53.20 
20.00 and 54.00 20.00. Nothing found. 2 A/C 
contacted by SARDONYX. Prudent limit reached. 
Returning 1830. Consider both boats under 
sail and now well to eastward, large boat 

probably making 3 knots. Weather 5381 2543.
(SARDONYX, 1801A/19 to C. in C. W.A., (R) SAMSONIA.)
SS. LIGHTNING picked up one boat with 18 survivors in 

54' N. 021° 26' W. on 16th. 3 more boats with about 18 in
still unaccounted for. 2 Sunderland A/C will be searching 
between 054° 20' and 055° 20' :

053°
each

and 019° to 021‘ tomorrow.Proceed to 054° 50* N. 020° 00* W. and search from that position. 
(C. in C. W.A., 2347A/19 to SARDONYX, SAMSONIA.)
SARDONYX’S 2224/19. SARDONYX investigating rocket 

referred to. SAMSONIA carrying out purport of my 2347/19.
(C. in C. W.A., 0004A/20 to SARDONYX, SAMSONIA.)

GOATHLAND. One case of Scarlet Fever developed in GOATHLAND 
on 18th, being despatched tomorrow from sick 
quarters ashore to Fever Hospital Oban. Intend 
sailing GOATHLAND to Scapa 20th.
(WESTERN ISLES, 1845A/19 to R.A.D.)

CHESTERFIELD. My 1742A/18. Estimated date of completion of 
defects November 25th.
(F.O. Humber, 1925A/19.)

Your 2252/11 and my 2016/13.
BUG arrived. Repairs main generator necessary 
before sailing time seven days, general refit 
two months. U.S.A. Authorities request ship 

be fitted carry twenty personnel and one ten ton derrick and 
winch. May sail in R.U.50. My 1117/14 bottom damage 
HDNTESTROOM necessitates return U.K. sailing R.U.50.
(S.S.T.O. Iceland, 2042A/19 to D.S.T.)

Shipping and Convoys.
/ a -  > / ^ f ^Q.P. 15. Your 2100/15. Arrived 1130/18 (LONDON).

(A.C.I.C., 0045A/19 to A.C.O.S.)
Capt. (d ) 8 and destroyer sailed Kola Inlet

1400A/19.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1403A/19 to C. in C. H.F.)
Your 1909/11. Cruiser covering force sailed from Seidisfjord 1005/19.
(A.C.I.C., 1628A/19 to C. in C. H.F.)
Your 1943/14 para. 1. Arrived.
(A.C.I.C., 2041A/19 to C. in C. H.F.)

BUG,
HDNTESTROOM.

/M.K.F. IX ...
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
D. of S.T. 2140/14. Clyde ships arrival 0635. 
(D.S.T.O. Greenock, 0645A/19.)
Arrived Clyde ships of M.K.F. IX escorted by 

ACHATES, BOADICEA, ESCAPADE.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 0724A/19.)
Arrivals DASHER, VANSITTART and DUCHESS OF BEDFORD, OTRANTO, 
DERBYSHIRE, TEGEL.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 11424/19.)

War Diary.

M.K.F. IX.

Convoy 
P.W. 250. 
ULLSWATER 
(Escort 
Trawler) 
BIRGITTE 
(British, 
1595 tons) 
YEWFOREST 
(British, 
815 tons) 
LAB
(Norwegian, 
1118 tons) 
sunk.

O.N. 147.

Convoy P.W.250 attacked by 6 E-Boats at 0310/19 
in 120° Eddystone 11. H.M. Trawler ULLSWATER 
and three M/Vs BIRGITTE, YEWFOREST and LAB known 
to have been stink. Cdre. and 21 survivors from 
BIRGITTE, 18 survivors from LAB, three from 
ULLSWATER, 4 from YEWFOREST, and 10 others from 
ships unknown so far. Search continuing.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1309A/19 to Admty.)
Following are three survivors from ULLSWATER now 
in F.8. PARIS. Names.
Heavy explosion after being hit. Majority of 
missing probably killed instantaneously. Ship 
sank and all men in water recovered. Those 
missing presumed killed.
(PARIS, 1559A/19 to Admty.)

My 2310/18. ST. FRANCIS sailed 0700 to f  
overtake O.N. 147.
(C.T.G. 24.7, 1345Z/19.)

IRONCLAD, You are to leave Economia 1300C tomorrow and
MEANTICUT, escort American SS. IRONCLAD to Kola. Your
DANEMAN. E.T.A. has been given at 1300Z/22. American

SS. MEANTICUT is believed to have (corrupt group) 
bar. If this is so she is to join you and 

proceed to Kola. Soviet patrol vessel number 60 will assist 
you in escorting these ships as far as Cape Gorodetski where 
she will be relieved by 1 British I^S or trawler. Pilots will 
be on board you and IRONCLAD 1230C/20 and icebreaker tug will 
be in attendance. Route as given you by N.C.S.O. to be passed
to MEANTICUT. Lights and beacons ordered.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1609A/19 to DANEMAN.)

0.NS150, Owing to refit of HURRICANE and HIGHLANDER Group B
O.N.151. 1 and B.4 will be without a ship fitted with E/F

d/F on next sailing. Consequently it is urgently 
submitted that rescue ships fitted with B / F  d/F 
may be attached to O.N.150 and 151 and return 
convoy.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1743A/19 to C. in C. W.A.)

M.K.F.l(y) Your 1554A/18. WRESTLER short of fuel, ordered
to fuel Moville.
Request destination convoy M.K.F. be signalled. 
My P.C.S. 53° 17’ N. 14° 30’ W. 025° 12| knots. 
(ARGUS, 1759Z/19 to C. in C. W.A.)

/M «L s ...
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
It is intended to employ motor launches as convoy 
escort instead of on patrol and that groups of 
at least 3 motor launches each from Falmouth 
and Dartmouth will always be available.
2. Motor launches from Falmouth will join W.P. 
convoy off Falmouth and escort it until daylight 

the following day thence proceeding Portland.
3. On the same day M.Ls from Portland will join P.W. convoy 
before dark near Portland Bill and escort to Falmouth.
4. On next convoy day M.Ls referred to in paragraphs 2 and 3 
will reverse their roles.
5. 2 days later the 2 other groups from both Falmouth and 
Dartmouth will take over convoy escort duty.
6. M.Ls are forming close escort with trawlers. Their 
disposition will be forwarded under separate cover.
V. The S.O. of escorting destroyers or trawlers is to be S.O. 
of escort irrespective of seniority of S.O. of M.L. present.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1825/19.)
See also C. in C. Plymouth, 1015A/20.

P.Q. 19. Your 1623/18. Concur.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1925A/19 to Admty.)

War Diary,

M.Ls to 
escort W.P. 
and P.W. 
Convoy8.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Operation ’’Torch” .
Following is a repetition of my 1420Z/18.
Groups 1 to 80 begins (8) French shipping.
A convoy has been run from Bone to Bougie to 
Algiers with all French ships from that port. 

Negotiations at Oran and Algiers are protracted due to French 
desire for (a ) Permanent charter (B) Employment of coasters on 
their coast under French control. Ends.
(N.C.X.F. 0805/20 to Admty.)

Situation (l) Bone. Petrol Cartier COXWOLD with escort
Report No.15. arrived 16th Nov.

(2) Phillppeville. Port in use from today 
Thursday.

(3) Bougie. QUEEN EMMA and HINSES BEATRIX arrived with troops 
0400/ 16 .
(4) Algiers. ROYAL ULSTERMAN and ROYAL SCOTSMAN will be sailed
to arrive Bougie 20th Nov. 5 ti+if .
(5) Gibraltar. ARCHER and Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND arrived 18th Nov.
(6) Casablanca. 11 Transports completed unloading 17th Nov.
19 ships of U.G.F.2 berthed in 10 hours 18th Nov. Co-operation 
of French harbour authorities reported excellent. U.S. Naval 
Oiler WINOOSKI being sent to Gibraltar for temporary repairs.
(7) A/S air patrols from Gibraltar damaged U-Boat in 35.10 N. 
11.35 W. at 1325/18. A/S sweeps at night by Wellingtons fitted 
A.S.V. and searchlight commence today Thursday. Two promising 
attacks on U-Boats by aircraft from Oran.
8) Admiralty pass to A.F.H.Q. London.
N.C.X.F. 1039Z/19.)

War Diary.

French
shipping.

Air
Activity.

N.C.X.F. 1320Z/19.

Organisation Following is my intentions for organization of 
of J?«L.G©"fc

(a) BERMUDA, AURORA, ARGONAUT, SIRIUS, SCYLLA, 
CHARYBDIS form one squadron under C.S.10. Request 
number be allocated to squadron.*

(b) 3rd and 6th destroyer flotillas 57, 58 and 59 Destroyer 
divisions to be administered and operated by Cdre. F. at Algiers 
with broad pendant flapping in VINDICTIVE.
(c) Gibraltar Escort Force administered by Capt. (D) Gibraltar 
and operated by him subject to F.O.C.N.A. and Cmdre. F.
(d) Minesweepers, trawlers and motor launches and their depot 
ships to be administered by Cmdre. F.
(e) BULOLO, DELHI, ROBERTS, ALYNBANK, PALOMARES, POZARICA 
administered by S.O.I.S.
(f) Battleships and carriers by S.O. Force "H".
(N.C.X.F. 1452Z/19 to Adratv. (R) S.O. Force H, C.S.10, F.O.C.N.A. 
C. in C. Med.. V.A. Malta.)
* 12th C.S. (Admty. 1556A/23.)/,

/K.186 • • •



MOST SECRET»

* 829

War Diary. 19.11.1942.
Thursday.

FOREIGN ST ATI PITS.

Operation “Torch11 - contd.
Organisation K.186. Following organization is to he assumed, 
of Fleet 3rd (D) F. MILNE(Capt.(D) 3) METEOR, LOOKOUT,
(contd.) PENN, PANTHER, PATHFINDER, PORCUPINE, PARTRIDGE.

6th D.F. ESKIMO (Capt.(D) 6) ASHANTI, TARTAR,
----------- > QUENTIN, QUIBERON, QUALITY, ITKURIEL. 59th Div.

Destroyers FARNDALE (S.O) PUCKERIDGE, AVOlfVALE, CALPE. 
Arrangements for administration and accounting will he promul
gated separately.
(N.C.X.F. 1510Z/19.)

K.M.F.3. On parting company with Force A. proceed as
necessary to R/V K.M.F.3 in 035° 40' N. 009° 02' W. 

'  (i.L .u z+ / T n i at 0800z/20th. '
(2) Convoy rouxed through 035° 35’ N. 010° 00* W. speed 13 
knots to pass Europa Point at 2230Z/20th.
(N.C.X.F. 1459Z/19 to Capt.(D) 3 (r ) QUIBERON, QUENTIN, QUALITY, 
WESTON, Admty. S.O. Inshore Squadron, Cdre. Algiers, F.O. in 
C. Oran.)

Photographs 
of operation.

I intend to carry out following policy for dealing 
with photographs of naval forces employed on 
"Torch”.
(V.C.N.S. 1509A/19.)

Naval Your 1815A/16. The three Swordfish of 833 Sqdn.
aircraft. v/hich arrived at Gibraltar in Aux. Carriers will

he returned to U.K. in ARCHER as ordered although 
she already has three Swordfish aboard.

(2) It will he necessary to retain the surplus flying crews 
until the balance of personnel for 813 squadron urgently requested 
in F.O.C.N.A.’s 1131/10 have arrived. There is at present no 
personnel reserve for current carrier operations.
( 3) Wellingtons cannot he regarded as substitutes for Swordfish.
It would he most uneconomical to employ these special long range
'•''ellingtons for local A/S patrols a duty for w h ^ h  Swordfi
are very suitable. In face of the very highS/M concentration
on both sides of the Straits of Gibraltar it is essentia!
that every A/S means available should be employed to the full an
in the most economical way possible.
(N.C.X.F. 1640Z/19 to Admty. (R) F.O.C.N.A.J

rench
hipping.

1. We are most strongly opposedto any hastily 
made arrangements over French ships which will

t S T T S *  8?A. 6 it*1 involves1 agreement

£ / ( § “£  requisition o ^ S r S ^ s m o S  b a r t e r  

le30 arh otj‘eotions rest on following.
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Operation "Torch” - contd.
French 3. The first essential is, in our view, to move
shipping. all possible French ships to U.K. or U.S.A. hy
(contd. first available route and with any available

crews irrespective of nationality. We understand 
that some vessels are already being moved.
4. British or Allied ships detained in North Africa including 
Danish Prizes, many of which have been placed by Vichy under 
French flag raise different problems. Darlan’s representatives 
should under no circumstances be permitted to make any 
conditions as to these ships.
5. We propose to send a Mission to Algiers to arrange in con
junction with the Americans for the speedy removal of all 
possible ships and to explain to them the complicated background 
of our French Shipping policy. If formal concurrence of 
American Army is necessary, please obtain as soon as possible.
6. Please repeat substance to Kerr, Matthews and Mack. This 
cable has Foreign Office concurrence.
7. Your 2210Z/16 will reply tomorrow.
(D.T.D. 2257A/19 to V.A.C.N.A.)



M E S S  A G E 0750Z/l9th November. IN .

F rora, G i  b r  a l  t a r . Date. 10.11.42.
Reed. 19 21A .

CYPHER.

Tdrossed. A ir  M in is try  W h iteh a ll .

YDC. 7600. (F t .  2) .

Chin i s  P a r t  2 o f  my A l 
ca su a lt ie s  and no E.3.A

171 19 Nov. 
. s igh t in gs

op era t ion a l s o r t ie s  by F ig h te r  A/C.

I . 0.0.0745Z. 
or combats.4

2. No enemy a c t i v i t y  over rock.

3. No photo recce .

4* T ran s it  A/C. Prom U.K. 4 W e ll in g ton s , 4 B is le y s ,  1 
B eau figh ter  2 BBB 26Ts from " 'n lta  1 Hudson 1 L ib e r a to r .  
Prom Oran 1 CCC47 1 Hudson^Prom A lg ie r s  3 H a l i fa x  from 
Middle East 1 L ib e r a to r .  To U.K. 1 Hudson 1 Mosquito 1 
C ata lina  1 W h it ley . To Malta 2 S p i t f i r e s .  To Oran 
5 B is le y s  1 P o r tre s s  1 BBB26 1 CCC47 escorted  by 2 
PPP38’ s. To A lg ie r s  20 B is le y s  18 Boau figh ters  6 
BBB17r s 1 Hudson.

0750Z/1-9.

DC.

Advance copy Ops. O.D. O .I .C .  

R ece ived  from A ir  M in is try  0130/20
1st Lord . 
1st S .L , (2 )  
4th 3 .L .
C . J « A . 8 , 
V.C.N.S. 
A .C .N .S . (P )  
Naval Sec.
N .A . l s t  8 .L .

/* r* T*T a  o
- \ t '•-j 0 i  « •  J i 0 ^

n  tm . a _ n .

A ir  m in is try  c ir c u la t io n .

V.C .A.S.
A .C .A .S .(G)
A .C .A .S . (0 )
A .C .A .S . ( l )
A .C .A .S . (P )
P .S . t o  P.U.Si.
D .o f  I  . (0 )
D .o f  P lans .
D .D .P o l ic y (o ve rsea s ) ( 2) 
D.O.N. C.
D. B.Ops.
D.W.O.
D .D .C . l i/
t -j T> o A T
J/ • i'*- • CX' J 1 m JL 9 1 0

Duty Group Captain.
I  « 3 . A. 1.

A dmi ra l  t y  ( War R eg i s try ) ( 6) 
War O f f ic e (C .6  T e l s ) (7 )
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From, Comnaveu#

0958A9th N07amber, 
MESSAGE# . „ aJ K

Date, ?;P -»IX o 425

P/L BY D/R.
Rood* X225<

Addressed* Admiralty.,

Fallowing is  Cominch 2056/18 addressed fo r  action to 
Admiralty and fo r  information to Comnaveu, g iv ing changes- -co 
Com in oh 1756/10 ar.d constituting Gomindh S e ria l 40:

NEW ORLEANS 
MINNEAPOLIS 
NORTH CAROLINA 
SARATOGA 
RALEIGH

To sea from pearl INDIANA To sea from Balboa 
" COLUMBIA
tl

COLORADO South P a c if ic
V ’• MARYLAND "

LOUISVILLE Pearl Harbour BOGUE (ACV) Puget Sound

LONG ISLAND Repairing at Mare Is® DETROIT Alasfcan area#

SALT LAKE CITY repairing at Pearl TR5NT0N Valparaiso

BOISE repairing at Philadelphia AUGUSTA Casablanca
ARKANSAS

To sea from Casablanca area with UGS-1:

MASSACHUSETTS
TEXAS
PHILADELPHIA
CHENANGO
NEW YORK
CLEVELAND
SUWANNEE
MEMPHIS

TU3CAL00SA
SAVANNAH
BROOKLYN
SANGAMON
RANGER
3 AN TEE
WICHITA#

MILWAUKEE,
CINCINNATI, OMAHA, MARBLEHEAD#

0958/19,

1st Lord D .N # I.(4 )
1st SCLa( 2) A*C,N «A* S #
D»F jS .L t D.N.A.D.
C.N.A.S. Hd.of A ir
V ,G .N .3.
a #C.N •3•(H) D# of P . ( 2)
A .C .N .3. (F )(2 ) D# o f P .(Q )
N .A * ls t  3,L.
Capt#Pim
D.O.D. (H )(2 )  
D.O«D. (F ) ( 2)
Duty Capt, (2 )
U.S.N.
D#A/s .W.
Hd# of M.
D.D , I .C . ( 2)
I «P# ( 2)

i

. (H )
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North A t l a n t i c .

Naval C d r.X .F . ll+ 1 0 Z /l8 th . S earch  abandoned. 
My P .O .S . 035.17 N. 0 1 0 .5U W. 080°_18 k n o ts . 
WIVERN in  company w eather re p o r t  l+o72, O9.5I+. 
(VERITY 0 0 0 iz /l9 , 0900Z/19 t o  F .O .O .N .A . (R) 
N .O .X .F . C ap t.(D ) G ib r a l t a r ) .

T .0 .A .0 .1 1  In ten d  A /S a i r  search _bv  1+ W e llin g to n s  from  
2 3 5 0 /l9 th  t o  0 8 3 0 /2 0 th  area betw een 0^5° N. and 0 j6 °  N. and 
007° W. and 016° W.

(N .G .X .F . 1658Z /19 , to  S .an d  A i'T orch")

A ir  WX. 7609, AI 171 19th Nov. O p e ra t io n a l Summary
A c t i v i t y .  f o r  21+ hours ended 21+00/18.

1 . A/S E sco r ts  , A /S  P a t r o ls .  U/B s ig h t in g s  
and a t ta c k s  from  G ib.(A .TLTE ) 1 s ig h t in g  (WICE?) 

was a t ta c k e d . Hudson VTG 608, 1319 h r s . NHQS 1031 CO.O8012*KTS 
a tta ck e d  u /B oat was subm erging r e s u r fa c e d  v i o l e n t l y  10 m inutes 
la t e r  s te e r e d  c i r c u la r  cou rse  and a f t e r  56 m inutes U/Boat s e t  
cou rse  0 8 0 /6  K ts . U /Boat s ig h t in g s  and a tta ck s  by  N orth 
A fr ic a n  based  A/C 2 s ig h t in g s  in c lu d in g  1 a t ta c k . D e t a ils  
p r o v is io n a l  o b je c t  no r e v i s i o n .  TXCCO posn._XTPB 5&50 1220
h r s . 0 0 .2 6 0 /8  Kts s ig h te d . TXOCJ p osn . XTJT0 8 I+3 1552 h r s .
0 0 . ( 2 80/ 8  o r  2X 0/2 c o r r u p t )  K ts . a tta ck e d  17th  Nov. Hudson 
L /500  at 1355 h r s . A tta ck ed  U/B in  LBJT (5125 o r  5025 co rr u p t)  
00(01+0/10 o r  07 0 /1 0  c o r r u p t )  Kts D/Os s tr a d d le d  U/B w hich_ 
s to o p e d  and remained on su r fa ce  some o f  crew emerged a t 1356 
h rs " / Hudson (CCCQSTPPKTNQ?) a tta ck e d  and again  s tr a d d le d  U/B 
on s u r fa c e  A/C c i r c l e d  ta k in g  photographs and f i r i n g  h u r lin g  
crew  in to  w ater. *as r e c e iv e d . 2 .No enemy a c t i v i t y  over  R ock.

(A .H .Q .G ib ra lta r  0 7 5 0 Z /1 9 ).

War D ia ry .

Damaged
U/B.

19.11.191+2.
Thursday.

M .K .S .l.(Y ) 223. R equest you w i l l  s a i l  con voy  MKS1 (Y) 
at 0900Z /21  rou ted  through  p o s i t io n s  .A . J>5o0 1 
0 7 .0 0  W. B. 56 .20 .H 10 .00W .0 . 38 .28N .15 .05> W .

D. 1+0.28 N. 1 7 .0 2  W. E. 1+3.1+5 N. 17 .50  W. F . 5 1 .1 0 .N. 17 .11  W. 
G.51+.30 N. 13.1+5.W. H .5 5 .2 6  N. O8 0 I  W.
Sneed o f  Advance 8 .5  k n o ts .
2*. f+ ib r s lta r  p o r t io n  DUKE OF ATHENS, EMPIRE DAY, FORT 
CHIPEWAYAN, STANHILL, OCEAN VOLGA, KAIA-KNUDSEN, OCEAN 
WANDERER, CITY OF WORCESTER, TIBA,S0B0, JEAN JADOT, ALCINOUS, 
and any o th e r  sh ip s  w hich are read y . T,TiT_ TT.
3 . E sco r t  ROTHER, SPEY, LOTUS, STARV/ORT, POPPY, DIANLLLA.
1+. L isbon  p o r t io n . OPORTO, NOLISE*SNT, SPERO, and ALGERIAN 
e s c o r te d  b y  ABERDEEN, RHODODENDRON and VIOLET R/V in  / o 2  IT. 
10 .32  W. a t l6 0 0 Z /2 2 .N o v . When R/V has been e f f e c t e d  
RHODODENDRON and VIOLET re tu rn  to  G ib r a lta r , -L-*. u-*-* / “ \
5 .  A .O .C .G ib r a lta r  i s  req u ested  to  arrange A/S Az C /T a* )
6.  Codeword "C o ck a to o ,"
(N .C .X .F . 1032Z/19 t o  V .A .G ib .(R ) C d re .F . S . 8. A .O .G ib .
Admty, C. in  C .W .A .).

tj/ b M aster SERPA PINTO P ortuguese r e p o r ts  stop p ed
b y  ex trem ely  la r g e  S/M 1620 G.M.T. 18th 
p o s i t io n  037. 1+2 N. 0 2 1 .5 0  W. 

q/ m -nointed l i g h t  g re y  a p p a re n tly  new w ith  2 guns. Crew 
dressed.11 green lo o p e d  o v e r a l l s .  S te e r in g  sou th  westward when
la s t  seen .

(N .C .S .O . Ponta D elgada , 1205 /19  to  S .O . ( l )  G ib ;.
/ADVENTURE.'
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

ADVENTURE. 
j> ■ &  X 2 -  *

North Atlantic - Contd.

0. in 0. Plymouth 1707A/l8th. Admiralty 0150A/19th 
onward route from (O) through (D) 40.02 N. 13.58 W, 
(B) 57.03 N. 10.03 W. (F) 36.50 N, 09.29 W. thence 
direct. WISHART and BRILLIANT will R/V in position 
(E) at 0800Z/22nd unless otherwise amended by 
ADVENTURE.
(N.C.X.F. 1231Z/19 to ADVENTURE (R) 0. in O.W.A. 
Oapt.(S) 8th F.O.C.N.A., 0. in G. Plymouth, Admty 
F.O.S. Gdre. F.A.O.C.Gih.).

Situation
1958A/I9th.

1. G.U.F.l 7 destroyers 1̂l.20, 51.42, through 
following 40.53, 50 thence 291 13^.
2. PORTSDOWN, VIVIANA, YEc/DOR with SPHENE in tow 
26.51, 25.44 through 25.01 2j>.01 thence I69. 6-g-. 
(N.G. X. F. 1303Z/19).

_ Situation_____*1. U.S.S/M BLAOKFISH approx. 38.40 20.01 at
1955A/I9th. ---------  - ” i '

^ . 4 * J

i

2100A/l9th 000° on surface ll£, i—  .
2.THUNDERBOLT 36.42 08.20 through :>6.40 07.30 
at 0200A/20th to R/V with escort in ^5.59, 06.15 at 

1700A/20th to Gibraltar on surface 10. /» $34
fi. TROOPER 42.11 12.18 155° dived by day 2£ surface at night 9.
4 . p.3 1 1. 40.38, 10.58, 1600 dived by day 2j> surface by night 10.
5. M.K.F.2. PELICAN,EGRET, PHILANTE,BANFF, SENNEN,GLARE,LARGS,
43.12 15 .0 1 000° 12-g-.
6. M.K.F.3. WESTON, 2 sloops, 2 corvettes, 2 cutters,37.08, 11.12
through 35.35. 10.01 to Gibraltar 12. _
7.ITHURIELfl merchant ship,38.58, 10.55 through j>6.40 09.11 thence
090° 10. *
8. MILNE, QUIBERON, QUALITY, QUENTIN, (See 2050Z/19).
9. Fleet Unit, 6 destroyers 37-34 11.28 through 40.01 15.01?18.
• ll.K.M.S.5.,BLACK^Y/AN,l sloop, 9 corvettes, 56.01, 1.3.07. 090 7a.
12.AVON VALE. i—  >.$34 ,
(N.C.X.F. 1310Z/19, l6lfLZ/l9f to A.I.G.6_>).
♦Course ^40°. _ Q

-My 1510Z/l9th. Para. 8 amend to read approx. 0j>6. 44 010.lb
to 055.40 009.02 at 0900A/20th thence R/V with K.M.F.S.
Add new nara.15 ABERDEEN, RHODODENDRON, VIOLET, one Merchant Ship 
sails 0345A/20th direct to St Vincent. < •

(N.G.X.F. 2050Z/19). '{V>J
Situation----^.IBLACKFISH.
2004A/I9th. 2.TRUANT 29.48, 21.01, 000° On surface 11.

4.G.U.F.2, 7 destroyers,3^.01 20.29 through .31.0 1, 
24.01 thence 270 12.

5.TasF Force 59, one oiler, 2 tugs,one net tender, 25 small warshipsj, 
36.21, 28.37 through 36.12, 25.01 thence 95. 9.
(N.G. X.F. 1310Z/19 to A.I.G. 64).

/ k  . M. S . .3.
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North A t la n t ic  -  Contd.

K.M. S o .

<*-/ S . f t U J * .  '

Your 2 0 0 0 /1 8 , sh ip s  capab le  o f  stream in g A.N.D. 
sh ou ld  he in  wing colum ns. I .C .O .C . 73 r e f e r s .  
(D .T .D . Annroved hy A . C .N .S .(T ) 1328A/19 to  
BLACK SWAN, (R ) N .C .X .F .e t c ) .

U/B
o f f
F ed a la .

S/M s ig h te d  500 yards o f f  shore o f  E edala headed 
sou th  a t  1 3 3 5 Z /l9 th .
(C .T . F .5 4  1630Z /19 to  N .C .X .F .) .

SS. Your 1349A /17. Spanish SS. NURIA R on c h a r te r  to
NURIA. Red C ross w hich has B r i t i s h  Red C ross ca rg o  l e f t

B arce lon a  f o r  M a r s e i l le s  0100 /17  and w i l l  re tu rn  
w ith in  a week. E xact date w i l l  he n o t i f i e d .
(N .A .M adrid  1747 /19  to  Adm ty,(R) C. in  C.Med,
V .A .M a lta . F .O .C .N .A . -  F .O .C .N .A . p le a s e  pass to  
N .C .X . f . ; .

HAMBLETON. Re HAMBLETON what i s  damage, do you c o n s id e r
f e a s i b l e  to  tow h er  G ib r a lta r  and make h u ll  
seaw orthy f o r  tow ing U .S .?
(N .C .X .F .1 8 0 2 Z /1 9  t o  N .C .W .N .T .F .) .

K .M .S .3« 21+3. TACT ( l )  K .M .S o . rou te  as f o l l o w s : -
From p o s it io n  (H) t o  (J )  036.25  N. 0 0 8 .5 8  W. 
( K ) .036 .25  N. 007. 05 W.

(L ) .0 3 5 . 55 N. 006. 25 W. t o  pass Europa P o in t  at 2300Z /21 st 
then through ,

I
M).0 5 5 .4 2  N. 0 0 3 .0 1  W.
N ) .0 3 5 .3 8  N. 00 2 .1 4  W.

0 ) 0 3 5 .5 6  N. 00 1 .5 1  W.
P) 0 3 6 .5 3  N. 0 0 1 .1 9  E.
Q) 0 5 6 .5 3  N. 0 0 2 .5 4  W.

2 . A lg ie r s  e s c o r t  r VENOMOUS S.0.,WIVERN, VERITY, ENCHANTRESS, 
FLEETWOOD, P0LRUA1T, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, BRIXHAM, w i l l  R /V  in  
p o s i t io n  (L ) at l6 0 0 Z /2 1 s t  when G ib r a lta r  S e ct io n  w ith  ; 7  E. G.
p a rt  company. ____„ „ „
X- Dr»»-n Rftftti nn e s c o r t  .NASTURTIUM. WEYBURN and LUNENBORG p a rt 
comnany p o s i t io n  ( O j  a t  0600Z/2^>rd. F .O .I .C . Oran p r o v id in g  
a d d it io n a l  l o c a l  e s c o r t .
4 .  A lg ie r s  s e c t io n  to  a r r iv e  p o s i t io n  (Q) a t 0900Z /24 th .
5 . F .O .I .S .  t o  arrange onward rou te  and e s c o r t  f o r  4  sh ip s  f o r  
B ougie 3 f o r  P h i l ip p e v i l l e  and 1̂ > f o r  Bone. Any n ot re q u ire d  
forw ard  to  be ord ered  by  F .O .I .S .  t o  A lg ie r s  o r  can jo in  G ib .

s e c t io n .
6 . BLACldsWAN add C de .V ice  Cde and Rear Cdes.
7 .  F ig h te r  p r o t e c t io n  p r i o r i t y  2 as fa r  as 0320 East then p r i o r i t y  
(o n e ) .  Codeword "R e d b re a s t ."
(N .C . X .F . 1846Z/19 to  BLACK SY/AN, F .O .In s h o r e , F .O . Oran, Cmdre. 
A lg ie r s  N .O .I .C .B o u g ie , N .O .I .C .P h i l ip p e v i l le  , N .O .I .C .B o n e ,
(R ; F .O .C .N .A . A d m ira lty , C a n t.(S ) 8. NASTURTIUM, A .O .C .G ib . C.G. 
12th A ir  Corns.Cmdre E .G .)
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South Atlantic.
BRIDGEWATER. Your 1256Z/17th. P.0, and S. 015.37 N. 054.01 W.

180. 12$. No merchant ships have been sighted. 
Intend altering to 090° at 0800Z/20th. Fuel 

remaining allows maximum stajr at sea until day of 26th Nov. 
weather report.
(BRIDGE’VATER 0801Z/19 to R. A. W.A.(R) F.O.G.N.A. Admty).

THYSVILLE. Lloyds Surveyor grants three months extension "but
reports vessel must he drydocked at the end of thre 
months.

2. G.O.G.West Africa is requested to report in view of foregoing 
whether vessel is now required for further movements.
(D.S.T.O. West Africa 0917Z/19 to D. of S.T.).

Situation R.A.W. A.F.105DZ/19.
Area P.

(C. in C.S.A. 11150/19) See Lion Copy.

1. T.G.23.2 consisting of MILWAUKEE (R.A.Read) 
CINCINNATI and SOMERS in 03£3 S. 22.45 W. 
a.m./l8th. Course j?20°. Speed 12-g- knots. 
Maintaining air R/C probably 120 miles each side 

of course. Force leave patrol p.m. 20th proceeding direct to 
Pernambuco.
2. T. G. 23.3 consisting of OMAHA, MARBLEHEAD and JOUETT in 
01.38 S. 23.30 W. at 1150Z/20th Course 520°. Speed 14 knots 
force leaves patrol tp proceed south at 0050Z/22nd.
5. Destroyers MOFFlTTrBSLKNAP,^GREENE and WINSLOW leave Trinidad 
with southbound.ponvoy on 21st Nov.
4. DestroyefrsABADGER, DAVIS, and ELLIS at Rio de Janeiro.
5. Cruiser MEMPHIS on special mission.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1141Z/19) . * A ^  h j

Situation 
Area Q.

Dispositions
of
SOLANTFOR.

W/T Signals 
made by M/Vs. 
in Capetown 
area liable 
to intercepti

PUNTA ARENAS (Chile) 1950/l8th is being 
to you.
( S.O.(I) Montevideo 1225Z/19 to Admty, 
S.A. (R) N.A. Santiago de Chile).

Re•SS.
EASTGATE
arrived 17th
Departure
18th.

passed 
C. in C.

CERES. Sailed to Kilindini (routed)
5. S.O.A. 16 knots E.T.A.Kilindini 0500Z/24. 
(N.0.I.C.Durban 1234Z/19).

/W.S.24...
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'D a t e .  19.11.42*

MO A  SLOTG5£

From* 0. in 0, South A t la n t i c .

Nava l Cypher >3 By W/T
Reed. 1138.

Addressed* 3hips in A rea  Q o f  South A t la n t i c  S ta t io n .  Adm ira lty .
Commodore in Charge* Durban. N .L .O .  P o r t  E l iz a b e th  
N .L .O , 3ast London. R .A. Y/. A f r i c a .

IM P O R TA N T.

GL3NEARN 016 dags. 20’ 'South 006 degs . 20* Bast 295 dags, 16 
knots . 1

U .3 .  Transport lfln3STfcoiNT 042 degs. 50* South 023 degs. 40* 
JUa3t to  the Hast 21 knots.

H.M.3. ALCANTARA on p a t r o l  in M 3 A and B,

French ligh t cruis-erAEiDOPARD-l-eaverr t3imvnatoWn p.m*..19th —
November f o r  M au r it iu s .

V .C .N .3 .
A .C .N  .3 . (H ) 
A .C .N .3 . ( F ) ( 2 )  
N . A . l s t  3 .L .  
Capt.Pim  
D .O .D . (H ) (2 )  
D .O .D . (F ) (2 )  
Duty C a p t , (2 )  
U .S .N .
D.A/3.W.
H d .o f  M.
D.D. I . C . ( 2 )

1U5C/19? / * V ? C / / j r

Advance oopy s.xit Ops. O.D.

D ,o f  P . (Q )  
U.3.N.
D, IT. 1 . (4 )
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W.S.2U. ROTHERHAM will he unable to continue v/ith

W.S.21+ as far as Durban and must fuel at 
Capetown.

Intend part company with W.S.2h in approx, position P.OI4.O.IO S. 
01U.30 E. which I estimate will be reached about l800Z/30th 
and proceed to Capetown for fuel.
Request reinforcement of A/S escort may reach convoy before this 
time.
(Capt.(D) 11 12l.|UZ/l9 to C. in C. S.A.(R) Admty, Comsolantfor.
F. 0. W.A. C. in C.E.F.).

ASTURIAS. 128. Patrol between position (b) 006.22 N.
02U.09 W. and (a) OOU.36 N. 026.10 W t commenc
ing at position (b) at (?08)00Z/20th Nov.S. of 
A 12̂ - knots.
(F.O.W.Af. 1257Z/19 to ASTURIAS.(R) AMARANTHUS, 
Admty, Information Addressee No.6. 23.2 T.G.2j>.3 
Comsolantfor).

SS.LOUISE INCONSTANT arrived 17th Nov. with 25 survivors
MOLLER. from SS.LOUISE MOLLER toroedoed by S/M in

30.50 S. 35.5U E. at 0526 G.M.T./I3th.
Chief Officer states that to the best of his 
knowledge all C/Bs were thrown overboard and 
sank one boat load containing Master 6 Officers 
and 19 men not yet accounted for. Survivors
as in my P/L lp16/19/11. 
(Gdre.l/c Durban 1321Z/19).

DRAGON.

SS.ADVISER.

Intend DRAGON to arrive Ponta Delgada for 
fuelling about noon/26th. Fuel required about 
800 tons. Request Portuguese authority be 
notified. N.C.S.O. pass to British Consul. 
(F.O.C.W.Af. 1321Z/19 to N. C.S.O. P.Delgada).

Arrived H.M.S. GENISTA escorting H.M.Tug PRUDENT 
with SS. ADVISER in tow.
(Com.Durban 1511Z/19).

Amendment Insert new para.3.No.85. to 1. To avoid congestion at Takoradi the ports
Mari Sect.IV. of Freetown and Lagos will be used as holding

ports for the West African coast, except 
Bathurst.

2.Ships from U.K. and U.S.A. should be given, (a) Route right 
through to destination.(b) Route to Freetown from convenient 
point on route (a) (c) Instructions for entry into Lagos and
Takoradi. .Route (b) is to be followed unless other instructions are
received.

/5
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South Atlantic - Contd.
5. Route signals and convoy lists should 
contain onward destination and an indication 
as to whether the call at Freetown is for 
discharge and/or hunkers holding only.
1+.Lagos will he used as a holding port as 
directed hy F.O.G.W.A.
(D.T. D. 15U9A/19).

Torpedoed 2025 G.M.T./6 in 023.30 S.
005.30 W. 2nd torpedo at 2050 G.M.T./6th. 
Large S/M with 2 guns ( f.) Ship broke up 
and sank. Approx. $0 killed when torpedoed, 

150 survivors nicked up hy SS. CLAN ALPINE between 0530 and 
0900 G.M.T. Nov.19th 20 to 50 miles (?S.S. W.) St.Helena and 
disembarked 11+00 same day. 3 boats carrying (?130) persons 
(?220) still missing. All books destroyed at once. List of 
casualties follows. From general St.Helena.
(S.O.(l) Capetown 1550/19).

Amendment 
No.85 to 
MARI Sect. 
IV.
Contd.

CITY OF 
CAIRO.

Dakar. Dakar all major units present a.m./19th. 
Merchant Ships are showing gradual increase and 
now number 30.
(F.O.W.Af. 1611+Z/19).

GLENEARN. Important to all. F.O.C.W.Af's 1159/18.pyjL 
Not anproved.
2.F.0.C.W.Af and N.C. X.F. are requested to 
route GL3NSARN as requisite to join Convoy 
M K ^ • 3 •
(D.0~.D.(F) 1639A/19 to F.O.C.W.A. N.C.X.F. 
(r ) C. in C.S.A. F.O.C.N.A.).

Aircraft
Patrols.

002.1+1 N.

Intend to carry out following aircraft patrols 
commencing at 1230 Z/20th.
(1) By Sunderland 8.O.C. A. From (A) 001+.50 N. 
022.1+0 W.to (b) 00̂ >. 12 N. 021+.38 W. to 

021+.12 W. (d) 001+.18 N, 022.15 W.C — ___________r - ___ _____  %
'2) By Sunderland 8 O.C.J. Similar patrol commencing at 
(e ) 005.25 N. 021.29 W.
Re transmission of sighting reports. . _ __ 0
(F.O.C.W.Af. 1719Z/19 to. Comsolantfor 7k, ASTURIAS(R) T. G.2^.2 
T.G.23.3. Admiralty, AMARANTHUS).

/ r i . T  * *  y~ f y .  „  . , .  .  ,Your 1805G/I9th proceeding 10 knots to intercept 
German S/M. Expect Quicongue dawn 22nd subse
quent refuelling at Pointe Noire. Request
(p.552. 1806Z/19 to C. in C.S. A. (R) F.0....A.).

P.552.
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Mediterranean.
S O S .  Following has been read from unknown station.

048 M D 9 3 W V S 7 W 7.
S O S .  Position 37.00 N., 25*35 E.
(Malta W/T, 0020/19).

PETARD’S 2155/18th Nov. which has been passed 
to A. I.G. 72 Spare for C. in C. Med.
Keep within 30 miles of coast. Fighter and A/S 
air escort arranged. Codeword "Anger”: 
shifting from Malta broadcast to 425 k/cs at 
0300B. Triangle will meet you p.m./19th as 
signalled by N.0.I.C. Alexandria.
(C. in C. Med., 0033B/19 to ARETHUSA, PETARD, 
(R) Spare for C. in C. Med. C.S.15).

Enemy aircraft attacking 32° 39* N., 23° 54’ E.
(PETARD, 0919/19).
Bombed single T0N*no hits 032° 34’ N., 024° 02' E. 
(ARETHUSA, 0923/19 to C. in C. Med).
^Geographical signification "Tortola".
"Anger" is being shadowed by one enemy aircraft bearing 

185° from centre of convoy. Position DPTJ 3305.
(Malta, 1034S/L9).
1 S H A D 1 5 0 -  "Anger" D P T J  30-0-9.
(PETARD, 1102/19).
My P.C. and S. 031° 31' N., 028° 08' E., 282° 14 knots 

request your P.C. and S. and R/V.
(GLOXINIA, 11543/19 to ARETHUSA (R) C. in C. Med).
One shadowing 32.05 N., 25.13 E., 340° 8.
(ARETHUSA, 1533B/19).

ARETHUSA,
PETARD,
GLOXINIA.

Force H. ASHANTI's 2147/17th. I should prefer berths
closer in. (Proposals).
(N.C.X.F. , 0204Z/19 to S.O. Force H).
At your discretion remain a further 48 hours 

at Mers el Kebir. Your forces must be clear of the harbour 
by 1200Z/21st.
(N.C.X.F. , 1222Z/19 to S.O. Force H (R) F.O.I.C. Oran).

Enemy
merchant
ship.

PARTHIAN reported one large Merchant ship,
2 Destroyers last seen 038° 27’ 012° 48’ course 
270 16 knots. Now lost touch.
(Capt. S.10., 0254A/19 to S/Ms on patrol).

P.42 Establish patrol forthwith within 12 miles of
Palermo Light.
(Capt. S.10., 0329A/19 to P.42 (R) S/Ms on 
patrol, N.C.X.F., C. in C. Med).

/PARTHIAN...
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M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C o n td .
PARTHIAN*s 2 5 2 5 /1 8 th  bad lu c k .  P a t r o l  c lo s e  N.W. o f  M a rit t im o  u n t i l  m aking  p a s s a g e  home d iv in g  a t  C a t  0 5 0 0 /2 0 th  th ro u g h  F a t  0 4 3 0 /2 1 s t  th e n c e  on th e  s u r f a c e  t o  R/V w ith  sv /eeper a t  1 0 0 0 /2 1 s t .  P .3 5  1918 1 8 th  ap p ro v e  b u t  a r r i v e  F .a t  0 4 0 0 /2 1 s t  th e n c e  R/V w ith  Sw eeper a t  1 0 0 0 /2 1 s  PARTHIAN w i l l  be c lo s e  to  you a t  dawn.
(C a p t .  S . 1 0 . , 0429A /19 to  H.M.S. PARTHIAN,H.M. S ub. P .35* (R) S u b m arin es on p a t r o l ) .Y our 2 3 5 5 / l8 th  c o n c u r , you h av e  freed o m  o f  a c t i o n  and 

s u g g e s t  you c lo s e  M a rit t im o  a f te r n o o n  1 9 th  and  ? make p a s s a g e .? Q B B 255 on s u r f a c e  a s  so o n  a s  p o s s ib l e  a f t e r  d a r k ,  th e n c e  on s u r f a c e  to  M a lta  m ak ing  E .T .A . when a p p ro a c h in g  F . I f  s i t u a t i o n  d e t e r i o r a t e s  in fo rm  me.
(C a p t. S . 1 0 . , 0449A /19 to  PARTHIAN (R) S/Ms on P a t r o l ,C. i n  C. M ed ., C a p t. (S ) 1 ) .My 0449A /19 th  e s t im a te  y o u r  p o s i t i o n  dawn 2 0 th ,  36 .3 0  1 3 .4 0 . You m ust n o t  c r o s s  l a t i t u d e  38 .0 0  b e f o r e  0700 . A r r iv e  w ith  P .3 7  to  R/V w i th  sw ee p e rs  a t  1 3 30 A /2 0 th . You w i l l  h av e  f i g h t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  from  dawn u n t i l  p a s t  F. I f  t h i s  s u i t s  do n o t  make E .T .A . i f  u n s u i t a b l e  in fo rm  me when s a f e  to  do so  and I  w i l l  com ply.
(C a p t. (S ) 1 0 , 1241A/19 to  PARTHIAN, (R) S/Ms on  p a t r o l ,C. i n  C. M ed ., C a p t. (S ) 1 ) .

*TARTHIAN,
P .3 5 ,P .3 7 .

j  ** *

# BRAMHAM,G. O.C. and 
A. 0 . C.

BRAMHAM w ith  G e n e ra l A n d e rso n ,A ir  C d re . Lawson and  t h e i r  s t a f f  w i l l  a r r i v e  P h i l i p p e v i l l e  
a t f i r s t  l i g h t  2 0 /1 1 . BRAMHAM a ls o  h as  d e p th  c h a rg e s  f o r  Bone and  am m unition  f o r  P h i l i p p e v i l l e  ( S .O . I .S .  , 0747Z/19 to  N .O .I .C . P h i l i p p e v i l l e ) .

O p e ra t io n  T a ra n to  0750 3 b a t t l e s h i p s  M essin a  0835 5" S to n e a g e l '.  c r u i s e r s  N ap le s  0800 3 b a t t l e s h i p s  4  c r u i s e r s .(V .A . M a lta , 0949A /19 t o  S h ip s  co n c e rn e d  i n  "S to n e a g e "  (R) C. i n  C. M ed ., A dm ty).E s c o r t in g  S p i t f i r e  r e p o r t s  one unknown 5 ,0 0 0  to n s  070° convoy 3 5 , a p p a r e n t ly  s t a t i o n a r y  a t  0940A.
(Y.A. M a lta , 1145A/19 to  C .S .1 5 ) .I n te n d  CLEOPATRA, DIDO, ORION and F l e e t s  p a r t  company w ith  convoy a t  1400B i n  034° 5 0 ’ 015° 35* s t e e r i n g  110° 20 k n o ts  codew ord " l i q u i d " .  E s tim a te d  p o s i t i o n  a t  0 6 0 0 /2 0 th  033° 1 5 ’ 021° 4 5 ’ r e v e r s e  convoy r o u te .
( C .S .1 5 , 1156B /19 t o  V.A. M a lta  (R) C. i n  C. M ed).B e r th in g  a r ra n g e m e n ts .
(V .A. M a lta ,  12 57 A /1 9 ).

U/B a t t a c k e d .  Y our 0 7 3 0 A /1 8 th  (C .A .F .O .)  83 4 /4 1  ( a )  GERANIUM (b )  0350Z /12  (c )  37 (26  o r  03?) n o r th  0 2 .3 2  E. (d )  11 ( e )  0 5 0 1 2 /1 2 .
(GERANIUM, 10013 /19  to  N .C .X .F . ( R) ROCHESTER).

/MAURETANIA.. .



MOST SECRET.

839
War Diary,

19.11.1942
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean. - Contd
MAURETANIA. Following is a repetition of ray 1013/16*begins

M  A TTD -prn  A W T  A o  -i 1  . r  o

THUNDERBOLT, Capt. S.8. , 1132Z/19 cancelled by 1136A/19 q.v.
■K-P.3H» THUNDERBOLT passing Europa point at 2030Z/20
^.TROOPER, escorted (H) 180° Gape Calaburras 10 thence
URSULA, a ss.
T> c ) ,  1

/v*--) Pass through
( - q200Z/25th.

S. of A. 140 miles a day.
(2) P.311. TROOPER follows same route 48. 72 (corrupt group)
(?C) THUNDERBOLT.
(3) All 3 submarines carry large petrol containers on after 
casing.
(4) Capt. ( s )  10 is requested to signal onward route.
(5; URSULA P.54 leaves Gibraltar l200/20th,1700/20th 
respectively 5 miles off Spanish coast to Cape Palos thence 
Genoa. S. of A. 125 miles a day.
(Capt. S.8., 1132Z/19 to 8th S/M F. Capt. S.10)
Note. This message previously circulated with T.0.0. 1136A/19. 
Whole of para. (2) (including T.0.0.) is correction.

URSULA. P.54 leave Gibraltar at 1200Z, 1700Z 20th 
respectively keep 5 miles north of your route to 1 3 5°
Cape Palos 5 miles thence course - degrees 40 S. of A 125 miles 
a day.
2. P. 51 in 180° Cape de Gata 5 miles at 1200/20th is proceedi 
Gibraltar 5 miles off Spanish coast to arrive at 1000Z/21st.
3. Submarines are not to be attacked when west of Cape Palos 
unless identified beyond doubt as enemy.
(Capt. S.8., 1134Z/19 to THUNDERBOLT).

(My 1754/18th. Onward route from position C for THUNDER
BOLT.
Escorted through G 180° Europa Point 2 miles at (?20)30Z/20th 
H 180° Cape Calaburras 10 at 01C0Z/21st thence unescorted 
and dive by day through J 180° Cape de Gata 10 at 2130Z/21st.
K. 1350 Cape Palos 10 at 0800/22nd.
L. 038° 56’ N., 003° 01' E., at 2100/23rd.
M. 038° 56' N., 006° 59’ E., at 0200Z/25th.
N. 038° 37' N., 008° 01* E., at 1200Z/25th, thence as ordered 
by Capt. (S) 10.
2. P.311 and TROOPER are to proceed by same route keeping 
48 hours and 72 hours respectively astern of THUNDERBOLT.
3. Details of escort follow.
(Capt. S.8., 1136A/19 to THUNDERBOLT, S/M P.3H» TROOPER.)
Note. This message was originally circulated with time of 
origin 1132Z/19« All after position "J" is a correction.

AVON VALE will R/V with you in position C and escort 
you through G to H.AVON VALE will transfer to you at R/V 
instructions for arrival at Malta and (?equipment), she has 
been instructed that you are to avoid being sighted by 
(?neutral) shipping.

(S.8., 1548Z/19 to THUNDERBOLT).

MAURETANIA sailed l6th Nov. ends. 
(S.S.T.O. Suez, 1113B/19)•*N.T. in W.R

P.R.U Toulon, Marseilles. 
(D.D.I.C., 1211A/19)

/MANXMAN



0  Addressed: War Office (Pass to Air Ministry)
Repeated: British Army Staff Washington 
(personal for F.-M, Bill), C. in C.
India (personal for Gen. Wave11).• C. in 0* Mediterranean, G.O.C. in C.
Egypt, C. in C. Persia/Iraq (personal 
for Gen. Wilson), L.H.Q. Melbourne 
(personal for Gen. Blarney. C.G.S.
South Africa (personal for F.-M. Smuts). 
C.G.S. New Zealand (Personal for Gen. 
Puttick)o

MOST IMMEDIATE.
293436.
0/73634 cipher 19 November.. Secret.
Cositrep No. 598 Part Two.

(5) Air. Night 17/18 November.
Torpedo aircraft from Malta attacked eight 
thousand ton TRIPObE bound Tanker off Homs.
Vessel left blazing.

(6) 18 November. Fighters operating
from Gazala and El Adorn landing grounds effectively 
attacked targets in Benghasi area destroying three 
Ju.52's damaging twenty four other aircraft mainly 
transports on Magrum landing ground. Also shot 
down seven Ju.52’s, probably destroyed one Me.109 
damaged a Ju.52 over landing ground. About thirty 
M.T. including petrol carriers were destroyed and 
damaged on roads same area. Six fighters missing 
but two pilots believed safe. Fighters patrols 
over westbound convoy off Cyrenaica probably des
troyed a Ju.88. Some activity by Me.109 reported 
over our forward troops Msus area during day. Ref. 
Cositrep No. 597 part two para. four. Fighters 
attacking Barce landing ground in afternoon destroyed 
one Me.Ill one Ju. 52 one Mb .110 on ground.

/A.



-  2 -

A patrol south of Bcnghasi shot down two Me.109*s. 
Two fighters missing. All informed.

1155/19 G.M.T.

Received from War Office: 1900/19/11/42®

War Office circulation:
C.6.(Tels). To: M.0.5 (for action)

S. of S. ®
C. I.G.S.
V.C.I.G.S.
D. M.O.
D.Plans (2 copies)
D.D.M.O. (0). (H)
M.O.1.5.6.
D.M.I.
D.D.M.I.(I).(F).
M.I.2.(1 copy).3.3b.14.
D.A.F.V.
D.D.I.P.
Duty Captain (Admiralty)
Duty Officer (Upper Admiralty, War Room) 
Head of War Registry (Admiralty)
A.M.C.S. (Air Ministry) ( 6 copies)
Brig. s.I.C. Jacob (15 copies)
Cabinet War Room.
S. of S. Foreign Office.

1st Lord. 
1st S.L.(2)
4th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(F)

N.A. 1st S.L,IN • Jri • JL»~> U

O.D.(5) 
C.C.L.S.
0. 1.C.C3) 
Ops.(3)
D. of P.(3) 
M. (2)
1. P.(3) 
D.P.D.

D.N.I.C5) 
Admiral Blake
D.N.A.D.
D.A.C.D.

PP
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MANXMAN, Anticipate Hunts will be ready to sail p.m./20th.
WELSHMAN. 2. Request decision as to programme of MANXMAN

and 'WELSHMAN vide your 1846/16th and Admty.
1525/17th.*
3- If WELSHMAN is to sail east suggest sailing 
her independently tonight Thursday to profit by 
cover of 15th C.S.

(V.A. Malta, 1221/19 to C. in C. Med., (R) C.S.15 Capt. (D) 5).
* Hush distribution.

Your 1221/19th. Owing to difficulty to provide 2 lots 
of fighter cover a.m. tomorrow Friday would prefer not to sail 
WELSHMAN tonight.

(C. in C. Med., 1637B/19 to V.A. Malta, (R) C.S.15).

v R. SCOTSMAN, 
^  R. ULSTERMAN.

/•>/> 2  5-9
\ l+ h

N.C.X.F. 1347Z/17th* being passed to you.
You will be required for ferry service duties 
eastward of Algiers as soon as weather 
moderates to allow troops to be embarked from 
ORMONDE.
(?Cdre. Algiers, 1245Z/19 to ROYAL SCOTSMAN, 
ROYAL ULSTERMAN, (R) S.O.I.S.)
*N.T. in W.R.

PORT DE BOUC, French departure 18th Noon, for Marseilles. 
OASIS. (Barcelona, 1252/19).

Movements, N.O.I.C. Bougie is to sail CITY OF NORWICH and 
Bougie, OCEAN VISTA after dark 20th Nov. for inclusion
Philippeville. in M.K.S.2 which leaves Algiers p.m./21st.

2 Fleet minesweepers to be detailed as escort.
2. Other empty ships capable of 9 knots may be 

sailed in company.
—> 3* ^TBRAMHAM is to leave Philippeville after dark 20th Nov. 

and arrive Bougie at 2230Z to escort ROYAL SCOTSMAN and ROYAL 
ULSTERMAN to Algiers.-#-
4- N.O.I.C. Bougie BRANHAM, ROYAL ULSTERMAN acknowledge. 
(F.O.I.S. 1321Z/19 to BRAMHAM, N.O.I.C. Bougie, ROYAL SCOTSMAN, 
ROYAL ULSTERMAN (r ) Comdre. Algiers, N.C.S.O. Algiers).

Forenoon V.A. Malta, 1340A/19.
Visuals 19th
Nov.

Brief 
situation 
report for 
area West 
of Algiers 
2001 Z/l 9.

(1) T.E.5 36.16 N., 02.15 W., through (68) and 
( 2 \ Lcno *fc s •
(3) E T one 35-46 N., 02.42 W., through (72) to 
Gibraltar 7 knots.
(N.C.X.F. , 1402Z/19).

/P.221..
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P.221. Leave patrol after dark tonight through
1~~/>.**. 3 (!) 038° 20' 008° 52'. (2) 038° 20’ 008° 00'.

thence Gibraltar as ordered by Capt. S.8.
Make a situation report when north of 038°.

(Capt. S.10. 1407A/19 to P.221. Capt. S.8. (R) N.C.X.F.
S/Ms on patrol.)
Capt. S.10 1407 pass 038° 20' N 008° 00' E at 0800Z/20 

then proceed diving by day through 038° 50' N 003° 01' E at 
0100Z/22 135° part company 10 at 0400Z/23.
Further orders follow.

(Capt. S.8. 1836Z/19 to P.221. (R) Capt. S.10. S/Ms on 
patrol. N.C.X.F.)
Your 1407A/19. 2 hits observed on 5000 ton German merchant

ship a.m. 16th.
Ship probably approaching Bizerta from westward keeping very 
close to coast.
E-Boats have been encountered at night. Intense air activity 
including A/S air patrol.
2 medium size merchant ships and 4 destroyers in harbour 1600 
today. 5 torpedoes remain. Weather report 5388 0274.

(P.221 2352A/19 to Capt. S.10. (R) N.C.X.F. Capt. S.8.
C. in C. Med.)

Situation report 1700A.
No enemy air raids. Test of port smoke screen 
successful. Fighters report total cover of port. 
?(unloading) delayed by swell. Next convoy now 
not ready until p.ra. 21st 3 ships.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie 1441A/19 to F.O.I.S.)

Arrival.
(V.A. Malta 1447A/19.)

237. When MAIDSTONE is established at Algiers 
intend to extend operational control of Capt. S.8. 
S/M to eastern boundary of "Torch" area.
2. 8th S/M.F. when units now attacked have left 

for their proper stations will be only 5 submarines.
3. It is for consideration whether it would not be wise to 
transfer 3 S class now in 10th S/M.F. to 8th S/M.F. since 10th 
S/M.F. would no longer be required to operate north of Sicily.
4. Mutual reinforcements between flotillas could of course 
continue as occasion demanded.
(N.C.X.F. 1450Z/19 to Admty. (R) C. in C. Med. N.O.I.C. Malta. 
F.O.C.N.A. )
E i.iz .ft/ iC 7 HE.H. FISSER. Departure 18th 0900 probably Genoa.

A (Valencia T.H.I. 1515/19.)

Bougie.

P.43.

8th
S.M.F.

/THRASHER...
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THRASHER Capt. S.l's 0945/15. THRASHER's onward route
TURBULENT through 035° 13’ 015° 16’ thence south of Q B B
TRAVELLER 95 to R/V with sweeper at end of searched channels

at 1330A/21. While approaching R/V TURBULENT 
keep north and THRASHER south of a line 230° from 

end of searched channels. My 0429A/19 refers P.35s arrival.
(Capt. S.10. 1536A/19 to THRASHER. TURBULENT. (R) C. in C. 
Med. Capt. S.l. S/Ms on patrol.)
Capt. S.l's 0945/15 and my 1536/19. Amend THRASHER onward 

route to read through (1) 035° 48’ 016° 35’ (2) 035° 22’ 015°
22* thence as in my 1536/19.
TRAVELLER onward route through (l) 035° 21' 016° 40' (2) 035° 07' 
014° 48' (3) 035° 20' 014° 12' thence south of Q B B 95 to R/V
with sweepers at end of searched channel at 1026A/22. S/Ms are 
not to cross THRASHER 016° E and TRAVELLER 017° E before 0001A/21. 

(Capt. S.10. 2257A/19 to THRASHER. TRAVELLER. (R) C. in C. 
Med. Capt. S.l. S/Ms on patrol.)

U/B off Submarine sighted 500 yards (?off shore) of
Fedala. Fedala headed south at 1335Z/19.

(C.T.F.34. 1630Z/19 to N.C.X.F.)

S/M
Situation 
Report 
in W. Med. 
at
2000Z/19.

H.M.S.P.51 038° 05' N 000° 28* W on surface 8 
knots to Gibraltar 5 miles from Spanish Coast.
(2) H.M.S.^URSULA sails 1200/20 on surface at 
8-5- knots to eastwards 5 miles from Spanish Coast.
(3) H.M.S. P.54 sails 1700/20 on surface at
8^ knots to eastwards 5 miles from Spanish Coast. 
(N.C.X.F. 1651Z/19 to A.I.G.262.)

Naval Request you will keep an eye on Q 13 (7) Flight
aircraft. Swordfish disembarked at Tafaraoui aerodrome.

They will be rather lost when Hudsons move on to 
Algiers.

(2) Request you will consult with F.O.I.C. Oran as to 
practicability of basing Walrus at Mers El Kebir or Arzeu to 
replace Swordfish eventually.
(N.C.X.F. 1715Z/19 to S.O. Force H. (R) FORMIDABLE.)

Bombing T C A 0 No. 16.
restrictions.—X 1) (a) total, (b) URSULA, (c) 1200/20 180°

Europa Point 2 miles 1700/20 180° Cape Calaburras 
5 miles 1900/20 036° 30’ N 004° 15' W. (d) 8£.

(2) (a) Submerged, (b) URSULA, (c) 1900/20 036° 30' N 004° 15' W 
0800/21 180° Cape de Gata 5 miles 0200/22 135° Cape Palos 5 miles 
0500/23 039° 27’ N 001° 26’ E. (d) 8.
(3) (a) total, (b) P.54. (c) 1700/20 180° Europa Point 2 miles
2200/20 180° Cape Calaburras 10 miles.
(4) Submerged, (b) P.54. (c) 2200/20 180° Cape Calaburras 5
miles 2000/21 180° Cape de Gata 5 miles 0900/22 135° Cape Palos 
5 miles 1830/23 39° 27' N 01° 26’ E. (d) 8.
(5) All times G.M.T.
(Capt. S.8. 1724Z/19 to R.A.F. Gibraltar. R.A.F. Algiers.
R.A.F. Oran. (R) N.C.X.F.)

/T C A 0...
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T C A 0. (a) Submerged (b) P.221 (c) 0800Z/20 
038° 20’ N 008° 01' E 0100Z/22 038° 50’ N 003°
01* E 0400Z/23 135° Cape Palos 11.
(Capt. S.8. 1834Z/19 to R.A.F. Gibraltar. R.A.F. 
Algiers. R.A.F. Oran. (R) N.C.X.F.)

Oran. Serial No.4. Channel to Inner Harbour Oran 
limited to vessels of 20 foot draft. 2500 tons 
capacity south dry dock raised and is in operating 
condition dimensions in metres length 120 width 
21.1 depth oversill when submerged 7.5.
(F.O.I.C. Oran 1745/19 to N.C.X.F.)

K.M.F.3. (l) All K.M.F.3 will discharge Algiers.
Detail ships intended for Bone, Bougie and 
Philippeville to enter first. Two longest wait

off north entrance next to longest off south entrance remaining 
five anchor as close as possible off south entrance ready to 
follow. Balance of convoy anchor as convenient east of port.52} Re transfer of personnel.
3) Speed highest importance.
Cdre. Algiers 1746Z/19 to S.O. Escort K.M.F.3 pass to Cdre.)

Landing
craft
from
Bougie.

20 landing craft unescorted sail Bougie 1900A/19 
for Bone calling Jijelli, Collo, Philippeville. 
Craft will be under way during night only.
E.T.A. Jidelli 0200A/20.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie 1814A/19 to S.O.I.S. (R) R.A.F. 
Jijelli. N.O.I.C. Philippeville. N.O.I.C. Bone.)

Bastia. Large coal vessel escorted entered harbour Bastia 
0810Z/19.
(TRIBUNE 1832Z/19 to Capt. S.10. (R) Capt. S.8. 
N.C.X.F. )

Air
patrol
arrangements.

Your 1005/17 not to all addressees the forward 
movements of Hudson 500 Squadron to Algiers was 
always intended by A.O.C. E.A.C. in his air plan 
which has not been altered.
It will make no difference to A/S air patrols to

seaward of your ports since eastward limit of sweep from 
Gibraltar and western limit of sweep from Algiers overlap and 
provide same degree of cover as before. Convoys arriving in 
daylight will be air escorted to your ports by R.A.F. A/C.
(2; For the present I propose leaving 813 (Y) Plight Swordfish 
at Oran for local A/S patrols within 50 miles of Oran and Arzeu 
they will remain anyhow until you have berthed K.M.S.3.
(3) Request you will consult S.O. Force H as to possibility of 
operating Walrus A/C from Mers El Kebir or Arzeu later when it 
becomed necessary to? (move of service) Swordfish.
(N.C.X.P. 1840Z/19 to P.O.I.C. Oran. (R) S.O. Force H. A.O.C. 
E.A.C. A.O.C. Gib.)

/Oran.
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Oran. N.C.X.F's 1844A/4.
2. ROUSAY SHIANT arrived.
5. C War channels and anchorage swept daily 
negative result.
(?F.0.1.C. Oran 1905Z/19 to Admty. (r ) N.C.X.F. )

A/C mining 
off Bougie.

Enerqy A/C suspected of dropping 2 mines in approx. 
090° Jetee Est 2 miles.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie 2057A/19 to*R0YAL SCOTSMAN.
ROYAL ULSTERMAN. ALBACORE. ALERT (R) S.O.I.S.)

K.M.S.3. Composition of K.M.S.3. All ships motor transports
^ and stores for Army.

Oran. ALEXANDER HAMILTON, JOHN MARSHALL, MOBILE 
CITY, THOMAS STO.NE, RAJPUT, JAMES MUHROE, DAHOMIAN, FRANCIS 
SCOTT KEY, GRANGPARK, -WILLIAM M,STEWART, PRINCE HAROLD, THOMS 
PINCKNEY, TAV/ALI, LUT^MARTIN.
Algiers. FORT LAC LA ROUGE, TROUBADOUR, OCEAN PILGRIM, OCEAN 
WAYFARER, BELGIAN SEAMN, NAVAL CITY, EMPIRE (corrupt group) 
CAITHNESS, COOMBE HILL, EMPIRE SHEARWATER, EMPIRE WEBSTER,
FORT $M*XCLEOD,*THISTLEDADE, FORT CHILCOTIN, EMPIRE FLAMINGO, 
EMPIRE CENTAUR. ? T/H
Bougie. FOREST, OCEAN VICTORY, OCEAN VALENTINE, TRENTCBANK. 
Philippeville. BRETWALDA, CITY OF VENICE, BENLEDI.
Bone. ENGLISH MONARCH, ORIENT CITY, EMPIRE BANNER, BENEDICT, 
EMPIRE WYCLIF, FORT BOURBON, BEGUM, INVENTOR, MANCHESTER CITIZEN, 
FORT BABINE, CARLTON, EMPIRE PRINCE, HINDUSTAN.
(N.C.X.F. 2208Z/19. )

Malta AI.114 19 Nov. Night 18/19 Nov. No local enemy
C.S.R. air activity.

Day 19th. Following action was taken to protect 
approach of convoy from east 0410 hours first 

patrol of 4 Beaufighters was airborne and convoy was located 
0523 hours 135 miles south east of Malta at 0640 hours first 
Spitfire patrol arrived over convoy and from then onwards 
continuous patrol over convoy was maintained in showery and 
squally weather hy a total of 42 long range Spitfires and 47 short 
range Spitfires no attack was attempted on convoy while under 
our fighter protection at 0910 and 1440 hours total of 12 
Spitfires was airborne for raiders which approached northeast 
of Island then turned back by 1635 hours convoy had been safely 
escorted to 30 miles south of Malta for loss of 3 Spitfires 
crashed in sea (cause being investigated) and 1 pilot so far 
missing the other 2 pilots were picked up by convoy at 1715 hours 
11 enemy aircraft approached to within 20 miles northwest of 
convoy 2 night Beaufighters were despatched to intercept and 
forced raiders to split up and turn away from convoy and return 
to Sicily without making any attack.
One Swordfish and 2 Albacores despatched to locate and attack 
enemy southbound shipping off Cape Hon made no sightings owing 
extremely bad weather conditions.
1915 to 2122 hours. 6 Wellingtons dropped 1 4000 lb. 26 500 lb 
and 43 250 lb GP bombs fused instantaneous and 3 flares on El 
Aouina aerodrome Tunis scoring hits on landing ground and among 
buildings and hangars 1 hangar was set on fire and 2 other fires 
started light and heavy flak was experienced.

/0139 hours...
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0139 hours to 0255 hours. 5 Wellingtons made 
second successful attack on El Aouina dropping 
28 500 lb and 44 250 lb GP bombs fused 
instantaneous and 15 flares scoring more hits on 
hangars and aerodrome and starting another fire 
in second attack no flak was experienced subsequent 
photos show 17 large craters on aerodrome.
(A.H.Q. Malta 2248/19.)

P.211. Your present activity and continued patrol are of
particular importance, there is no S/M to relieve 
you but surface force may operate soon after 

capture of Benghazi. I leave it to your judgement when to 
return bearing in mind fatigue of personnel provisions and local 
activity. If returning before recall report movement when 50 
miles from area.
(Capt. S.10. 2341A/19 to P.211.)
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W. S.2U Following are disposal instructions for

Troopships in convoy W. S. 2l+.
(D.S.T. 0321A/19 to P.S.T.Os.)

BENGAL,
(raider
action
11/11).

Your 0510/19th. Opened fire green 010° at 053UZ 
P. ceased fire green 137° at 0602Z. 1st enemy 
opened fire green 010° at 053UZ and ceased fire 
red 170° at O6 3I+Z. 2nd enemy opened fire 
green 100° at 0537Z. and ceased (?fire) 
on green 180° at approx. 06i+5Z. All bearings 
BENGAL.
(BENGAL, 0722Z/19 to F.O.C.R. I.N. (R) N.O.I.C. 
Diego Garcia).
Note by W.R. No trace of 0310/19 but BENGAL'S 
1U13/18 refers.

" Q "
Information
for
shipping.

Your 1928A/31 Oct. Agree that Admiralty should 
in future pass relevant Q.C.As. to necessary 
routeing authorities who should then issue an 
approach route to the port of destination of 
those ships.

2. Q. C.A. Messages have up to the present varie 
very little on the station and are unlikely to 

be obsolete by the time the ship arrives. In the event of 
Q.C.A. governing the approach to any of these ports being 
changed, local arrangements would be made to redirect ships 
as necessary at the first position on the approach route.
3. Similar approach routes to the other five selected ports 
for use in the event of diversion to be issued in a separate 
sealed envelope.
i+. Routeing authorities at ports of departure to ensure that 
every ship possesses charts of the 6 selected ports. A case 
has already arisen of a ship only holding chart for original 
destination.
(C. in C. E.F., 12U1Z/19 to Admty. (R) C. in C. S.A., F.O. 
Ceylon, F. 0. C. R. I.N. , S.N.O.P.G.)

BRITTANY, Your 0553Z/10.
Addu Atoll. BRITTANY will be available to go to Diego Garcia

and Addu Atoll after completing work at Diego 
Suarez and loading B one nets at Kilindini.
This should be about the end of December.

(2) In view of greater importance of Addu Atoll it is for 
consideration whether she should go there before Diego Garcia.
(3) She will require the help of a Boom working trawler at 
each place.
(4) Request your proposals as to her programne and confirmation 
that a Boom working trawler will be available from Ceylon.
(5) Request advancement details of any spare stores for B one 
defences available in Ceylon.
(C. in C. E.F. , 1257Z/l9 to F.O. Ceylon) Reply: F.O.Ceylon 
0507Z/2k*

/Shipping,
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From India.
Date 19.11 .4 2. Reed.1921 A.

iiddrcssod .vir Ministry Y/hitchall, 221, 222, 223/ 22if,

MaEDIATE.
wx. 7651.

Int.119 19 Nov. Gecret. Inf umati n .mly - all • 
but first addressee. Daily sum ary No* 2if9 for 19 Nov.
(A) 1 6 Nov. Gangaw repeat Gangaw Kan repeat Kan 
Taukkyan repeat Taukkyon bonbed by 1 Blenheim fire steated and small buildings damaged. First phase 
P.R.U. shows 6 now shelters Monywa repeat M onywa L/G 
making total 29 Hague repeat Hague A/D 5i-medium 5» .small 
aircraft. 5 sea recce s -rties all negative.
(3 ) Night of 18/19. 0 Vcllingtons bombed Meiktila
repeat Moiktila aerodrome bursts on runways largo fire 
started feeble inaccurate light flak s one -heavy flashes 
but no bursts 1 Wellington engaged by fighter 
incinclusively 10 minutes other fighter seen.
(C) Night of 17/18. 8 Blenheims b.mbed Hague repeat
Hague A/D including some delay bombs results not observed.
(D) 17th Nov. A/3 Patrols included 20 Vengeance sorties 
Madras area.
(E) U.U.a .A.F. report 12 Nov. 57 S/E fighters rop.rtodnrmy ’ 011 and Navy *0' nixed? attacked China Task Force 
bases in waves if 11 8 8 8 12 and 10. Kweilin repent 
Kweilin raided 0625 lingUng repeat Lingling 082f0Chihkiang repeat Chihkinng 1015 . Enemy losses 1 confirmed 6 pr ibablos," our 1 damaged an ground Kweilin.
(F) U.S.A.A.F. 15th Nov. 3 Recce Tomahawks report Burma 
Road Lunglirg-Tengchung repeat Lungling-Tcngchung extensively 
improved 20 lorries machine gunned 10 destroyer.
1st Lord 1200Z/19

225, 226, 227 Groups, Defence Dept.Y/ollington, 
Airboard Mclb ;urno, A.H.Q. Q.W,Pacific Brisbane, 
RAFGHIN, Chengtu Bengal Command Brairat 
Chungking (separate signal)

1st S.L. ( 2) Advance Copy Ops, O.D. O.I.C.Roceived from Air Min a.n./2oth Nov 
Air Min circulation:-D.D.I. II A.1.3 N. 0 Ops 2 A.8.P.3(2
A.M.V.R. (2) Aduty (War Reg) (7 )
Y/ar Office (c.G.Tels) (7) Duty Grp Capt 
A.1*3* A* 1* A.OlC. R.A.^.F* H. Qrs in Britain Koflak House Kingsway. C.A.8. V.C.A.3. A.C.A.8.(0) A.C.A.b.(l) D.D.
D.D.I.Ill(Action)

Advance Copy Ops, O.D

D• D. I. I 0 Ops 2 A.8«P.3(2)
A.C.N.8.(F)
NAV 8EC
N.A. 1st 8.L. A.A.F* H. Qrs in Gt
O.D. (5) C.C.L.8.
O.I.C.(3 )

A.C.n.8.(i) D.D.I

rtd Blako



Unparaphrased Version of a Secret Cypher 
Telegram not One Time Table.

IZ. 2254 
TOO. 1315Z/19 
TOR. 1905Z/19

SECRET CYPHER TELEGRAM.
IMPORTANT.
From:'- Armindia.
To:- Air Ministry.

29069/C0S 19th November, 1942
Following for Chiefs of Staff from 

General Wavell.
1. During 1943 I shall be building up 
force to undertake reconquest of Burma of which 
considerable element will be trained in combined 
operations.
2. Your experience indicates that best 
method of building up amphibious expeditionary 
force is to appoint'Combined Force Headquarters 
at early stage. I have no doubt this is right 
method for India also and should like to appoint
at once Joint Headquarters consisting at first only 
of small nucleus of officers from all three Services 
This would direct amphibious training and train 
itself as a team for operations and planning. I. 
can find necessary Army offitpers from my own 
resources but not Naval or Air Force officers.
3. If you agree, will you instruct 
Admiralty and Air Ministry to provide necessary 
officers. Details will be settled direct with 
them.

TOO. 1315Z/19
(Circulation)
Brig. Jacob,
Foreign Secretary.
War Registry, Admiralty.
C.6. Telegrams, War Office.
A.M.C.S.(C),
C.C.O.
General Lockhart.
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C. in C. S.A’s 1712/16 and C. in C. E.F’s 1232/9 
and 125U/17.
1. Lettered references for the ports themselves 
are desirable as they simplify direction of 
ships into harbour and are sufficiently accurate 
for use in ocean diversions. References for 

headlands remote from ports are required for close coastal 
diversions.
2. Issue to masters of considerable number of references is 
acceptable as reduction of route signals is assured by citing 
index positions only.
3. Propose that C. in C. E.F's list of positions be accepted 
with following additions -
3 A Cape Point A D, C S, H C, K M, P F.
3 B Cape Agulhas C W, H X, C K, M Y, R J.
8 A Cape St. Mary, Madagascar K E, A U, G 0, M G, P T. 
and then re number positions throughout from 1 to 35.
U. Atlantic positions to be numbered from 36 St. Helena to 
U7 Tristan da Cunha.
5. Admty. will promulgate new lists of letters to change 
on same dates for both Atlantic and Indian oceans. To get 
into step C. in C. S.A. is requested to continue the current 
period so as to end at 2359/28. Thereafter changes will be 
weekly at 0001 on Sundays.
6. On receipt of concurrence Admty. will transmit new letters 
for Atlantic from 29th Nov. to 2nd Jan. inclusive.
(D.T.D. , 1913A/19 to C. in C. E.F. , C. in C. S.A.)

Ship Intercept 2355 G.M.T./19. B.A.M.S. de Z S D
blown Following has been received, 30.39 S., 3U.U1
up. E. vessel astern blew up.

(Colombo W/T, 2205 G.M.T./19) W.R. Note - 
no ship mentioned.

War Diary.

Shipping
Reference
Positions.
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BATTLER
America and West Indies.
Key West arrived 0200/18 BATTLER departed 0800/18 
with K. N. 209.
(N.S.H.Q. 0102Z/19 to Admty. (R) B.A.D. F.O.N.F. 
C.O.A.C. )

BULKOIL 
leakage of 
information.

Your 2224/29. See B.E.W.T. 24633 sent 30th Oct. 
(B.A.D. 0109Z/19 to Admty.)

S.C.109. If commitments permit provide relief for

(C.T.24.
WINCHELSEA in escort S.C.109 while she is away 
refuelling.

0333/19 to C.T.U. 24.6. (R) C.T.F.24 etc.)
S.C.109. One U-Boat sighted and driven off at 0649 hy 

WETASKIWIN in gun battle during escort, star shell search.
SS. BEACON STREET broke down, WINCHELSEA screening. Expect 
repair effected by 1500. At present progress both destroyers 
will have to leave at (?08) and corvettes at 016° W.

(C.T.U. 24.1.13 1130Z/19 to C.T.F.24.)

U/B'
positions.

C.E.S.F’s 1855/18 giving 0800Q/19 submarine 
estimate.
(Comnaveu 0753/19 to Admty.)

U/B. S/M sighted 1100 G.C.T./19 021° 15’ N 072° 20* W 
course 130°.
(Kingston, Jam. 0857R/19 to Admty.)

T.A.G. 22. Departure Nov. 18th U.S. destroyer GREER. U.S.S. 
TENACITY. U.S. Ships P.C.491, P.C.492, P.C.494, 
P.C.563 escorting T.A.G.22 (slow).
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 0922Q/19 to S.B.N.O. W.A.
(R) Admty. S. 0.(1.) Kingston. )

U.S.
dispositions.

Comnaveu 0958/19 see Lion Copy.

Attacks 
on U/Bs.

Cominch's 2234/18 informs as follows 
Your 1059B/22 July. Nov. 8, U.S.S. SOUTHARD made 
six attacks on*Bubmarine in Pacific. Last attack 
blew st e m  out of water. Sub. surfaced one minute

later, then slid tinder stern first after one 4" hit estimated in 
control room. Subsequent search negative results. Nov. 13, Army 
B.18B dropped 3 bombs on partly surfaced submarine. After initial 
Radar contact 30 miles distant. One 650 pound bomb reported 
within 3 feet of sub. Large oil slick. Position 13.10 N 69.35 W. 
31 attacks reported week ending 2400Z/15.
(Comnaveu 0959/19 to Admty.) W « -  4— . L i - r *

r l*  U o UU.

ANCHUSA
H.X.215.

My 1847Z/16. Intend to sail ANCHUSA 2030/20 
independently for U.K. by Great Circle. 
(F.O.N.F. 1328Z/19.) Amended by 1222Z/20.q.v.

/Further..•
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O.N. S. 144 attacked "by U-Boat early this morning, 
51.45 41.40 (B). No ships torpedoed. 6 U-Boats 
operated. P.C.S. at 1500Z/19 050° 50’ N 042° 59’ 
W 256° 7^ altering 221° at 2000Z. Owing to flood 
in steering flat, extensive leak in feed pun̂ p and 
engine room shall require to dry dock. Confirmed 

report of survivors: MOUNT TAURUS 38, PRESIDENT SERGENT 45,
PARISMINA 55, WIDESTONE 0, TIRYAKA 52, M.D. KYDONIEFS and 
VAN DE VELDE not torpedoed. Ind 38 72 03 15. 4 ^ ., A
(C.T.U. 24.1.4. 1440Z/19 to C. T. F. 24. (R) Connav etc.)/ 7
B.Y.M.S. My 1111/11 Nov. and 1319/14 Nov. Investigation
breakdowns- with Lieut. Wardle shows that breakdowns in

B.Y.M.S. 2, 4 and 30 were due to loss of suction 
in main sea inlets due to heavy rolling causing 

overheating and piston failure. Proposed to re-position the 
suction inlets on centre line in B.Y.M.S. 2, 4, 30 and 3.
Work can be undertaken at St. Johns and will take approx. 28 days.
2. B.Y.M.S. 15 and 16 have already been modified as above and it 
is proposed to sail them independently when weather is suitable 
by Great Circle to Londonderry.
3. Average consumption of fuel in B.Y.M.S. 2, 4, 30 and 3 was
30 American gallons an hour and it is not considered that this wilL 
allow a sufficient margin or that a passage in eight days can be 
guaranteed Tinder winter conditions. Requested that decision not 
to allow deck cargo for two days running may be reconsidered as 
this is only practical solution to problem and boats will only be 
sailed on good weather forecasts.
4. Lieut. Wardle leaves by air today with full particulars. 
(F.O.N.F. 1516Z/19 to B.A.D. (R) Admty.)

ESSO Following is Comcarib's 1531/19 (begins): Corninch
MANHATTAN (C & R.) (R) N.O.B. Trinidad from Comcaribseafron.
ZWARTE ZEE. N.O.B. Trinidad pass to S.B.N.O. Trinidad for

information. SS. ESSO MANHATTAN arrived San Juan 
in tow Tug ZWARTE ZEE. Main turbine and generator 

completely disabled. Beyond repair. Recommend further towing to 
the U.S. with Dutch Tug now available. Cargo 15000 tons fuel 
British Navy and 400 drums aviation gasoline. Recommend fuel and 
gas be transferred Commercial Storage San Juan. Request early 
reply as tug is due New Orleans 1st. Dec. Recommend ESSO 
MANHATTEN destination Sun Oil Co., Chester Pa. T.O.0. 1531/19. 
Ends.
2. ZWARTE ZEE has instructions to wait at San Juan for further 
orders.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1612^/19 to S.B.N.O. W.A.)

U/B S/M estimate Nov. 19th and U.S. submarine notice,
positions. (Cominch 1615/19, 1616/19, 1622/19, 1623/19,

1624/19, 0112/20.)

War Diary.

Further
attacks
on
O.N.S.144.

/Tankers...
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Thursday._

FOREIGN STATIONS

America and West Indies - Contd
Tankers
U.G.S.
Convoys

Certain tankers are being included in U.G.S. 
Convoys. You should contact B.A.D. for names and 
provide full scale equipment vide D.E.M.S. G.I 48
if time permits. Ammunition should be 100 rounds 
for L.A. guns and double normal scale for A.A. 
weapons. Personnel to be supplied on normal scale 
given in D.E.M.S. G.I. 58 (recently despatched). 
(D.T.D. 1742A/19 to B.A.D.)

Authorities request that in future a definite time 
be signalled instead of the term '•daylight”.
In this case it has been interpreted as 0800Z. 
(B.A.D. 1745Z/19 to Admty.)

Sub. attack Para A. MOSCHA D KYDONIEFS, MOUNT TAURUS,

Para C. MEDON U-45 type. _____
contact 10.56 N. 60.30 W 0009Z/17 Oct. and 10.44 N 59.40 W 
0815Z/26 Oct. Plane sights sub. on surface 24.08 S 44.02 W. 
26 Oct. Y. 605 and S.C.672 attack sound contact area 32.15 N 
80.02 W. 1520Z/18 to 0415Z/19. Eastern Airlines plane sights 
sub. 21.15 N 72.20 W 1100Z/19 course 130. ■ Commercial plane 
sights surfacing sub. 15.10 N 64.45 W 1325Z/19.
(Cominch 2131/19 to Adraty. for 0.I.C.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Arrival Broome, Sydney (N.S.W.) U.S.A. ALHENA. 
Departure Sydney (N.S.W.) 18th. U.S. cruiser SAN 
JUAN for Noumea.
(A.C.N.B. 0509Z/19 to Admty. etc.)

Arrival ? Suva 18th Nov. U.S. Ship KITTYHAWK and 
U.S.S. ELLET escorting JANE ADAMS.
(A.0.(1) Wellington 0939M/19.)

U/B D/F bearings on 10510 K/cs at 1229Z indicate 
U-Boat within 75 miles of 43° N 51° W. 
(D.D.I.C. 1745Z/19 to Cominch.)

A. T. 29 Para 2 of your 0145/18 to Cominch C & R. U.S

and
sighting

PRESIDENT SERGENT, VAN DE VELDE and YAKA torpedoed 
presumed sunk 54.30 N 37.10 W 17 and 18 Nov.
SS. NATHANIAL BACON sights sub. on surface 19.45 
N 75.22 W about 1015Z/21

summary.

/Situation..•
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand - Contd.
Situation. Digest 301 Nov. 18th.

12 ships reported Buin Shortlands Area early 
morning 18th Nov., including 6 destroyers, 1 sloop, 

4 merchant vessels, 1 tanker.
2. 5 enemy destroyers sighted by air R/C 7° 40* S 148° 35' E at 
2017Z course 70° shadowed until 2237Z/17 when still maintaining 
original course other reports indicate this force proceeded to 
Gona-Buna Area during previous night. Further Force 13 (?3) 
Funnel Light Cruiser, 2 destroyers sighted Area 90 miles S to
S.W. Gasmata during afternoon on southerly course when 
unsuccessfully attacked by 9 Fortresses. Further low level 
attacks by 6 Fortresses in Holnicote Bay (Buna) at 1020Z resulted 
one direct 500 pound hit on Light Cruiser starting fire causing 
very heavy explosion last seen burning and surrounded by debris 
also one direct hit amidships on destroyer which observed to 
split open. Many small boats some filled with men observed 
operating between ships and shore before attack thoroughly 
strafed by aircraft. Two destroyers also reported 6° 30' S
100° 48’ E at 0315Z/18 course north.
3. Australian troops moving towards Popondetta while Americans 
continue advance on Buna from south. Four strong Beaufighters 
and B.25s attacked aircraft, buildings and installations Lae and 
Salamaua Airdromes early morning 18th Nov. Results not fully 
observed. Marauders bombed Buna Area and three B.25s dropped 
bombs Gasmata runway causing large explosions during afternoon. 
Small Schooner observed Gasmata but nil activity on Drome. 
Fortresses attacked Light Cruiser and two destroyers during 
afternoon attacked by seven Zeros at least two of which probably 
shot down.
5. Strong Force of Liberators attacked shipping Rabaul Harbour 
night 16th Nov. scoring direct hits on at least two large 
merchant vessels and shore installations. Approx. 50 vessels 
mostly merchant vessels observed in harbour.
6. Photo R/C Sanananda Point 17th Nov. showed three large at 
least four light A.A. guns and 13 Barges, one damaged.
7. In Timor enemy strength Baucau reported 800 and Bobonaro 600. 
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 1803Z/19 to Admty. etc.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimate at 1300/19.
(D.D.I.C. 1412A/19, 1442A/19.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
ADVENTURE sailed from Plymouth today for 
Gibraltar, carrying nearly 2000 depth charges.

There is no news of EMPIRE SKY. In all five out o 
12 (but some put back to Iceland) independently 
routed ships reached North Russia from Iceland (C), 
and 3 out of four outward from Russia reached 
Iceland (C).

Coastal Command aircraft this afternoon attacked 
a convoy of 12 to 16 merchant vessels which had 
been sighted during the morning 12 miles west of 
the Texel. Hits with torpedoes were made on one 
large and one small merchant ship and one escort 
vessel.

Force X.
N.C.X.F. requires two more flotillas of H.D.M.Ls 
as soon as possible.
The forward ports are but thinly covered now, 
even before the capture of Bizerta.

North Atlantic.
Convoy K.M.S.3 (52 ships with troops and supplies 
for North Africa, escorted by 1 sloop and 9 
corvettes) was attacked by a single U-Boat at 
0910 today in 35° 54’ N 10° 32’ W (about 200 miles 
S.W. of Cape St. Vincent) 3S. GRANGEPARK and 
PRINS HAFftLP were sunk. A torpedo exploded in 
OCEAN PILGRIM's A.N.D. but the ship was not 
damaged, BLACK SWAN and others made a promising 
attack on a contact. A merchant ship in the 
convoy shot down a Catalina at 0940Z.

At 0350 today a searchlight Wellington attacked 
a U-Boat in 35° O' N 13° 33' W (220 miles S.W. of 
Cape St. Vincent.) Depth charge explosions 
apparently caused the U-Boat's forward tanks to 
explode as the vessel was beginning to submerge.
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South Atlantic.
H.M.T. TURCOMAN is to carry out a search for 
U-Boats reported to "be using Janella Bay,
San Antonio (C.V.)

SS. COLUMBINE reported at noon today that she was 
totally disabled and required urgent assistance, 
about 240 miles west of Pointe Noire. At 1810Z/22 
she reported that she was still drifting,disabled 
and awaiting assistance. At 0107Z/23 CORINTHIAN 
located her and towed her to Pointe Noire,
(arrived 25th Nov.)

SS. CORINTHIAKOS was reported torpedoed at 
daybreak today about 57° Inhaka Light 35 miles. 
C.S.A. Lourenco Marques has stopped sailings.
U.S. PIERCE BUTLER (Table Bay 14 Nov. for Suez) 
is reported to have been torpedoed at 1100Z today 
in 29*53’ S 36° 41* E.
Tanker SCOTTISH CHIEF was reported torpedoed in 
estimated position 30° 39' S 34° 41* E (220 miles 
S.E. of Durban) at 2134 today.

Mediterranean.
URSULA and P.54 sailed today to patrol in the 
Gulf of Genoa. Capt. S.8 intends to retain 
operational control of them when east of 08° E.

Convoy All four merchant ships in Operation "Stoneage"
M.W.13. had arrived at Malta by 0031A today and the

escorts were entering. Our aircraft operated 
over Sicily during the night, to protect the 
arrival of the convoy: Catania is reported 
completely unserviceable with at least 28 bomb 
craters.

P.211 reports that she has sunk a large T.L.C. 
depot ship laden with petroleum in 30° 23' N.18° 
48' E and 4 other ships.
A 2000 ton ship was attacked by aircraft and left 
sinking and abandoned in 78° Kuriat 32 miles, 
and an 8000 ton ship which was found in 335° Cape 
Bon 55 miles steering 50° with a smaller merchant 
ship and a submarine, was near missed and gunned.
The destroyer BRAMHAM proceeding from Philippevill 
to Bougie was bombed this evening and hit at 
1940 in 290° Bougaroni 2 miles. She arrived 
Bougie a.m. 21st.

/Algiers
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Algiers was raided by about 50 enemy aircraft 
for about an hour from 1845. DELHI was damaged 
aft by a near miss but is seaworthy. DEWDALE 
(landing ship) was damaged.

Benghazi was occupied by our forces this morning.

PETARD reported at 1345B that she had taken 
ARETHUSA in tow. The ships arrived off 
Alexandria about midnight tonight. On account 
of the weather ARETHUSA is remaining hove to 
outside the Great Pass during the night, 
retaining PETARD as A/S screen.

America and West Indies.
SS. OSTRANDER reported at 0736 G.M.T. that she 
has been attacked by a submarine and was abandoning 
ship in 39° 55' N 52° 32' W.

The refuelling U-Boat was estimated at 2126Z in 
15.30 N 29° W. It has transmitted every other 
day on 10820 K/cs between 1900Z and 0100Z.
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h o m e c o m m a n d s .

Policy.

DAGMAR. For my 2301/19 read my 2259/19. Details of
VALIB. Danish. Fishing vessels placed in charge of

Admiralty Prize Marshal today are as follows. 
(F.O. Humber 1958/20 to D.N.I.)

1. On completion of refit FERNIE is to rejoin 
command of G. in C. Nore.
2. BLEAN is temporarily attached to command of 
N.C.X.F. On completion of her present duty she 
will return to command of G. in C. Portsmouth.
3. G. in G. Portsmouth is requested to arrange for 
one of the Type 111 Hunt class of 1st D/F to be 
earmarked for and generally equipped as H.Q.
Ship for duty with Force J in place of FERNIE.

4. Ship detailed in para.3 is to be employed on normal duties 
as required by C. in G. Portsmouth except where necessary for 
special operations initiated by F.O. Force J.
(D.0.D.(H.) 2018A/20.)

FERNIE,
BLEAN.
Destroyer
for
Force ”JM.

Movements.

SHAD. Proceeding as directed by previous despatches.
t , Li  r, E.T.A. R/V 1500Z/21. Arriving point (?F)

• i 0315Z/20.
(SHAD 0015Z/20 to F.O.S.)

Trawlers BILSDEAN and ARMANA will meet you in position (H) 
at 1600A/21 and escort you to Falmouth to await escort North.
2. You may meet GRAPH escorted by (corrupt) proceeding to 180° 
Bishop Rock 15 miles, E.T.A. 1900A/21.

(Oapt. S .3 0513A/20 to SHAD.)
My 1709/19. Para.(D) Amend to read 49° 21* N. 12° 40* W. 

proceeding dived by day to R/V 180° Lizard 10 miles at 1600/21. 
(F.O.S. 0739/20 to Admty.)

TRUANT.
riLALKPUH.

Report your P.G.S. on crossing 036° N.
(F.O.S. 0104A/20 to TRUANT.) V —

From position D proceed to dive by day through J 044° 45’, 
21’, thence on route White given in para.(2) of my 1334/19. 
through K at 0300/24, G at 0400/26 to R/V with escort in 

H at 1000/26. Complying with para.5 of my 1334/19.
(F.O.S. 0106A/20 to BLAGKFISH. ) ^

013°
Pass

LEARY. At 0130Z/20 LEARY departed Reykjavik in accordance
with my 1646Z/19. H • • •
(G.T.G. 24.6 0245Z/20 to Comtask 24.)

GUNNEL. Number 2 main engine# out of commission. Same
, , , g  (? trouble) as previously reported on number one.

Defective materials in gear teeth suspected. 
Maximum on'surface one engine 10 knots. Impossible to meet 
required speed, able run submerged by day. Speed of advance 
5 knots on surface at night.
(GUNNEL 0600Z/20 to G.S.S.50.)

/ Your 0600/20 ...
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Movements.,

GUNNEL 
(contd.)

Your 0600/20. Estimate your position at 
0800A/21 vri.ll be 047° 401 N. 013° 50* W. and 
that you will make good 85 miles per 24 hours 
when diving by day.

Estimate your position at

(2) Continue diving by day along your ordered route until 008° W, 
then on the surface to R/V an escort in position G 180° Bishop 
Rock 10 miles at 1400A/25.
(3) You aie 1 covered by submerged bombing restrictions as far 
as 008° W. and thence total restrictions.
(4) Inform me 48 hours in advance if unable to comply with 
R/V within 2 hours.

(F.O.S. 1239A/20 to GUNNEL.)

SHEFFIELD, Scapa arrivals SHEFFIELD, JAMAICA.
JAMAICA. (A.C.O.S. 0911/20.)

BULLDOG, C. in C. H.F. 1411/19. Destination of BULLDOG,
MALCOLM, MALCOLM, BEAGLE is Clyde. N.O.I.C. Greenock
BEAGLE. is to sail MALCOLM as convenient to Chatham for

My 1709/19, para. (MJ After TORBAY add and OTWAY speed 
7 knots.

(F.O.S. 1419A/20 to Admty.)
My 1723/19. Add OTWAY, being detached south of Isle of 

Man to Barrow.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1423A/20.)
Sailed OTWAY and TORBAY escorted by BREDA, S.O.A. 7 knots 

to point of departure for OTWAY, thence BREDA and TORBAY 12 
knots. E.T.A.. OTWAY 0200/23, E.T.A. BREDA and TORBAY at 
Cumbrae 0400/23.

(C. in C. Plymouth 1741/20.)

W.A. Situation at 1958A/20. Details.

repairs.
(C. in C. W.A. 0955A/20 to VICTORIOUS.)

OTWAY,
TORBAY.
St— A

OTWAY is being taken in hand for refit te Barrow. 
(2) Request you sail her with BREDA and TORBAY

(C. in C. W.A. 1356A/20) 
See Lion Copy.

0.14.
SOKOL.

Detach QUADRILLE as necessary to R/V with PRESTON 
NORTH END and 0.14 and SOKOL at M.4 Buoy off Vater- 
nish Point at 0800A/23 and escort submarine*to 
Holy Loch. QUADRILLE to Belfast on completion.Holy Loch. QUADRILLE to Belfast on 
(C. in C. W.A. 1540A/20 to GAVOTTE.)

1011/18- Sailed (SOKOL).
^ a ; t : i ^ “i 7 3 9 ^ ) v /,in7
My 1011/18. Sailed (SOKOL). «. . . b.Sfy*

/DUKE OF YORK ...
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE
13 56A/20th November,

IN.

From: C* in 0. V/ostern Approaches Date: 20 Nov,42, 
Rued: 2230,

Addressed: Admiralty,

.Situation at I958A/20th November 1942
Section N.E.
ONSLOW
MATCHLESS 58 35 05 50 To R/V Fleet 18 

Unit in approx,52 51 15 oi
SHROPSHIRE 56 45 07 13 Northbound to 16

Shoemess
W.Ht63 VELETACOTILLION 58 15 05'32 To Mothil 74

Section S,F,
ESKDALB . 52 44 05 04 To Portsmouth 21
GRIPS LA CxAPRIOIEUSE 51 39 05 37 To 180* 10

Bishop Rock 
15 rails s.

SARDONYX 55 09 10 11 TO.Londonderry 12
SHROPSHIRE 56 45 OT 13 Northbound to 16Shearness,
TORBAY BREDA 50 10 04 28 To Holy 7
OTWAY Loch
TITANIA* 57 05 07 09 To Greenock Xo
STEWARD HUDDERSFIELD

rIOWN
52 10 05 19 Northbound 8 i

12 M/V' s SCIMITAR 52. 53 04 54 To Clyde 9
M.K.F.KY) FLEET UNIT 

AMAZON
55 27 06 34 To Clyde 121

010 Merchant Unescorted 53 53 04 54 To Clydo
Ships

Section N,VA 
CELANDINE 56 35 18 16 To 0,N,147 • 12 • *
R.U.49 GAVOTTE 60 15 15 49 Tov 59 09 7

QUADRnLE 
HUGH WALPOLE

jlO 56
TKIRLEMERK 
REIGHTON VOTE OaiE'147 /



Suction  N,W, (Contd. )■
0.N .147 
C.T.U. - .
2 4 .1 .1 4 -

H.-X.215 
G. T.U.
24. 1.15

RESTIGOUdlE 
AHVIDA 
AlflKRST ' " 
DAUPKN 
SHGHBK)OKE 
ST. FRANCIS
HUE9JGANE 
■WATCHMAN 
r  \HLIA 
MONKSHOOD
y/allflower

Su ction  S» W. 
FAME

FLEET UI'IIT

CELANDINE ■

ub&,c!^ sh

0.N .S.L46
C.T.U.
24. 1.17

OPPORTUNE
BULLDOG
BEAGLE
WESKOTT
MALCCIM • .
glaisdale

HARVESTER
GARLAND
ORCHIS
LOBELIA
ACONIT ■
ROSELYS
7 Trawlers
SNOWDROP

M .K .S.K X) 

LULWORTH - -

LONDONDERRY
2 Sloops
3 C orvottos

M .K .F.2. PELICAN
EGEuT
GLARE
BANFF
FHIIANTE
SEMEN
KEREN
LARGS

V .C .N .S ., s 
A .C .N .S. (H) 
A.G. N.S. (F H 2) 
A .C .N .S. (TK 
N.A. 1 st S .L . 
Capt. Pirn

57 01 20 31.. To 57 05 21 56 0
thence

57 01 30 41

58 17 34 35 To 59 28 30 02 9

54 55 24 12 To 54 50- 25 00 15 
thence H a lifa x

43 Cl 16 31 To 44 00 17 CO 1 6 i
thunco

52 00 17 00

56 35 18 16 To O.N. 147 12'
42 .20 20 01 TO 43 ©0 20 00 1U  

thence
44 45 13 22

52 52 26 50 To 50 00 31 30 7i

Searching v i c in i t y  o f  
53 23 17 l o

m  45 16 02 To 52 01 16 G2 10  ,

48 40 15 16 proceeding  to  14 
search area 51 5y 14 55 to

N.E.
48 34 15 02 To 53 01 15 02 13

1356A/20.
D»0oD. (H) (2)' 
D .C .r* (F )(2 } 
Duty Gant. (2 ) 
U.S.N* * 
D.A/S.W.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements - contd.
For ONSLOW read LIMBOURNE.

VICTORIOUS. (R.A.D. H.F. 1552A/20 to ONSLOW, etc.)

See Lion Copy.

Sailed ADVENTURE. E.T.A. Gibraltar 0600Z/2 
carrying (A) Passengers. 6 Naval Officers, 
one R.A.F. Officer, 91 Naval ratings.
(B) Warlike stores. Details. F.O.C.N.A. 
pass to N.C.X.F.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1729A/20 and 2345A/20 to 
F.O.C.N.A.)

2. Vessels are diesel driven with sails, and their endurance 
is 1500 miles at 5 knots.
3. In case of necessity they should put into Portuguese ports 
but should, if possible, avoid Spanish ports.
4. In all signals and instructions these ships will be referred 
to by their M.F.V. Numbers as shown in para.l.
5. Request you will issue communication orders and inform 
F.O.C.N.A. so far as they affect him. Ships will not read 
Admiralty broadcasts, and the only information they require 
will be that of enemy activities which directly affect them.
C. in C. Plymouth and F.O.C.N.A. are requested to provide this 
by signal within their respective areas when ships are at sea. 
(D.0.D.(H.) 2154A/20 to C. in C. Plymouth.)

20' E. passing F buoy 1815 and 0730. Codeword “Device". 
BLEASDALE standing by at Yarmouth. CHASSEUR 15 (S.O) and 11 off 
E.A.5. Patrol from Portland,M.G.B.52 (S.O), 50, on 50 20’ N.
between 2° 20' W. and 1° 35* V.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1044A/20 to HORNET.)
Intend M.G.Bs 52 (S.O.), and 50 to patrol tonight on 

latitude 50° 20’ N. between 1° 35’ W. and 2° 20’ W . , leaving 
Weymouth at 1800/20 and patrol line at dawn_21. Codeword Mate] 

(F.O.I.C. Portland 1047A/20.) *— -£.*£* ... r „My 1044/20; BLEASDALE is to proceed on patrol with M.G.B.
608, M.T.B. 84 and 86.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1447A/20 to HORNET.)

S/M At 0800A/21. Details. 
(F.O.S. 1601A/20 to Admty.)Positions.

SARDONYX. Arrived SARDONYX.
(Cdre. Londonderry 2145A/20.)

MUTIN, 
SERENINI.

Request you will sail MUTIN (M.F.V.2013) and 
SERENINI (M.F.V.2017) for Gibraltar on 26th 
November, calling at Scilly Islands to await 
favourable weather for passage.

Operations.
Patrols Tonight M.G.B.608 (S.O) M.T.B.84, 86 proceed to 

St. Helens before dark and if weather permits to 
patrol between 50° 20’ N. 0° 10’ W. and 50° 30' N

/My 1047A/20
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From F.O.S, Date. 20.11.42.

Rood. 1620,
_____ P/Ij by T/F . ________ __

Addressod Admiral by.

107. Following is disposition of submarines at 
0800:.721st November and movements for following 
pm hours1312 vicinity 70 dogs. So* North 22 dogs, 26* East. 
3* ?.rig vicinity 70 dogs, 52* North 21 dogs. 08 hast.
c| TTT?F.nn vicinity 70 dogs. 32’ North 20 dogs. 01 East.
•-) tiition in ^one i* 9

cMfcfc escorted by* If. C.’PKICIEUSE vicinity Trovose 
Heed expected tine of arrivrJ. 130 doge. Bienup

F.

G.

H.

J.

Rock 15 miles at 1900 21st November thence 
unescorted and dived by day through 49 degs.
20* 07 dogs, 02* and 48 dogs. 40* 12 dogs. 10*. 
SNAP position 49 dogs. 55* North 07 dogs. 08' Y/. 
on surface due 180 dogs. Lizard 10 miles at 
1500/21 thence to Falmouth. /»A GUNNEL position 47 dogs. 40' North 13 degs. 32* 
West dived by day through 49 dogs. 20* North 
15 degs. 50’ West due R/V 180 dogs. Bishop Rock 
10 miles at 1400A/25th November, " / G  s<r5" 
IM&ING -position 48'degs. 35* North 15 dogs.
251 West dived by day through 49 dogs. 02* North 
13 degs. 21’ West due R/V 180 degs. Lizard 10 
miles at 1400 23rd November.

±a eeo10 miles at 1000 23rd Novomeor.IL POLFUN -position 44 dogs. 55* North 12 dogs.
31' West dived by day through 44 dogs. 28* North 
12 dogs. 25* West and 44 degs. 08* North 08 degs.
58’ West for patrol in K.505.L. GFAT>TON in position 44 dogs. 30* North 11 degs. 50'
West dived by day through 44 degs. 28* North 
08 degs. 58’ West for patrol in zone K 501.L. 'TORBAY and OTWAY escorted by BREPA position 50 dogs.
30’ North 05 dogs. 15' West for Holy Loch.OTWAY to be detached in vicinity Mull of Galloway 
for Barrow in Furness, speed of advance 7 knots. /..gs* 

N. 0.14 and SOKOL escorted by RRSSTON NORTH END leave 
Dundee 1600A 21st November for Holy Loch through Sneed of advance 9 knots,Finches,

/ 0 .



*$7- i i

0. BI1AGKFI8K in position 43 dogs. 30’ North 18 degs. _ oS’ Post 'divod b clay through position 44 dogs. 451 North 13 dogs. 211 West. ^  a
1601A/20

Advance copy sont D.C., & D.O.D. (H)

A.C.N.S, (H)N.A. to 1st 8.L.Capt. Pirn.D.O.D. (H) (2) o.o.;o, (F) (2)D. D.O.D. (M)D.C. (2)and for D.C.O. D.D.I.C, (2)Do of Plans. (2) D.A/S.W.Ed. of M.W.v
r.f>. (2)D. T.Do (M)D.N.I. (4)

i
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Enemy M/Vs 
attacked.

My 0017. 
Have attacked 

(a/c G/S

Western
Channel
sweep.

Poor
M/Vs.

In North
Russian
waters.

GUNNEL.

EMPIRE
Y/ISDOM.

858
20.11.1942.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.

My 1047A/20. "Match" sailed 1825A/20.
(P.O.I.G. Portland 1905A/20.)

W o.
A.M. 1556A/16. L.C.A’s 248, 265, 322, 325, 390, 
206, 313. 191, 366, 377, 236.
L.C.S.(M; 25. All craft will be discharged 
operationally fit at Liverpool 1200/2.
(S.N.O. DUCHESS OP BEDFORD 1417A/20 to Admty.)

Allied Air Activity.
One medium vessel, 2 small vessels, bearing 
120° 9 miles, course 180°. My position 45° 
11' N. 01° 28' W.
(A/C C/S DR6K 0017/20 to 19 Group.)
P.C.S. 45° 05' N. 01° 20' W. 1806, 8 knots, 
enemy with deoth charges.
DR6K 0050A/20 to 19 Group.)

Mining.

BILSDEAN and a LiANA to carry out sweep as in 
M S 0 Falmouth’s 1740/19, hauling sweeps in time 
to R/V SHAD in position 180° Lizard 10' at 
1600/21 and escort her to Falmouth.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 1512A/20 to R.N.O. Penzance.)

/ . § S" 3" )> $ ty
Enemy Intelligence.

Four small, cargo ships in 43° 50' N. 06° 10' W. 
five knots, 360°.
(A/C S of 311 Sqdn. 1255/20 to 19 Group.)
P.C.S. of 2 Armed Trawlers 44° 50’ N. 046 37' W. 
060°, 12 knots.
(A/C 415 Sqdn. 1412/20 to 19 Group.)

U-Boats.
See shipping.

Casualties and Defects

See Movements.

O.N.C. 147. EMPIRE WISDOM Sq.. No. 102 returning 
to Clyde damaged in collision. Will anchor 
Rothesay.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde 0940/20.)

/Distress ...
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Casualties and Defects - contd.
Distress Have seen pyrotechnic distress signal in
Signal. 48° 15’ N • 08° 20' W.

(A/C 330 U.S. Duty V. 1010A/20 to 19 Group.)

Search for 
Lifeboats. 
WARWICK 

CASTLE 
survivors. 
WEST HEMATITE.

A/C reports lifeboat in 51° 57’ N. 14° 55' W. 
at 1025A/20. Detach one sloop to search 
arriving in area at daylight tomorrow. A/C 
will be co-operating.
(C. in C. W.A. 11134/20 to LONDONDERRY, (r ) 
Escorts M.K.S.l X.)
Am proceeding in accordance with your 1113A/20. 
H.M.C.S. LOUISBURG has 20 survivors from

WARWICK CASTLE picked up at 0500Z/18 in 039° 10' N. 015° 49’ W.
(LULWORTH 1201Z/20 to C. in C. W.A.)
BARON ELGIN proceed independently to Loch Ewe. SNOWDROP 

search for lifeboat reported in your*0940A/20. Fortress A/C 
will arrive 1430A/20 to co-operate.

(C. in C. W.A. 1250A/20 to SNOWDROP.) * r t.T .» L  W. 3
My 1113/20th. Latest position of lifeboat 052° 04’ N.

014° 45' W. at 1200A/20. Course and speed estimated by aircraft 
050°, 4 knots.

(C. in C. W.A. 1435A/20 to LONDONDERRY. )
Report whether any survivors from lifeboats have been 

picked up.
(C. in C. W.A. 1606A/20 to FAME.)
Proceed to vicinity 053° 52’ N. 015° 45' W. and assist in 

search for lifeboat proceeding eastward at 1747/20 at three 
knots with red lug-sail set.

(C. in C. W.A. 1950A/20 to SAMSONIA.)
Have dropped 3 Flame Floats on previous position at 

2000 hours.
(A/C 220 Sqdn. Duty M. 2010/20 to 15 Group.)
Boat (2 corrupt groups) out extensive sweeps in areas stated 

in your 2347A/19 lapped without aircraft co-operation. This 
area has been searched several times since 16th. Every indi
cation pointed to two boats in your 1116A/18 as the two stated 
in your 2347A/19 and will be now making good speed toward land 
since 16th. Intend sweeping eastward again toward base. Your 
last 6 groups of your 2347A/19 cannot be decoded. In 054° 49' N. 
019° 23’ W. picked up capsized lifeboat name WEST HEMATITE, 
righted, pumped, and now on board in davits.

(SAMSONIA 2130/20 to C. in C. W.A.)

SECUTA.

WOLVERINE.

/  /V . /  * > / '  *Cancel my 0912/20. Sailing delayed owing to
✓3 o * P p >/*■*+ cj

(N.O.I.C. Oban 1216A/20.)

My 1250/18‘ and**C? *?n C. W.A. 11( ?29)/l2. rfT. /i. v/.V 
WOLVERINE delayed by defects, anticipate sailing 
28th.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1232A/20.)

/Landing ...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

' 860
20.11.1942. 
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Casualties and Defects - contd.
Landing Craft 
from
Operation 
"Torch".

A.M. 1556A/17. L.C.As 287, 135 and 128 lost on 
"beach. L.C.As 460, 306, 300, 209, 125, 124 and 
123 discharged at Liverpool today. All hulls 
slightly damaged. L.C.A. 124 port engine big 
ends run.
(S.N.O. TEGELBERG 1552A/20 to Admty.)

Survivors. 560 Naval survivors arriving in REINS DEL
PACIFIGO. Request arrangements be made to 
supply clothing as necessary.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1623A/20 to Admty.)

Shipping and Convoys.
M.K.F.l (Y) Your 1759Z/19. Destinations ULSTER MONARCH, 

ORBITA, MARCHADA, SAMUEL CHASE, LETITIA to 
Clyde. DEMPO to Liverpool.
(C. in C. W.A. 0134A/20 to ARGUS.)

K.M.S.4. Request you will arrange for DORNOCH, FORT YORK,
and TADOUSSAC to sweep ahead convoy to 010° W, 
then return to Londonderry.

2. Minesweepers should be sufficiently far ahead to allow 
convoy to make a bold diversion if necessary.
3. Route of convoy (a) 270° Oversay 6 miles at 1000Z/24.
(b) 055° 20* N. 012° 28’ W.
4. Speed 7-g- knots.

(C. in C..W.A. 0930A/20 toN.O.I.C. Londonderry.)
Intend sailing ANADEIO, ANGLO AFRICAN, DELANE, EMPIRE HAVEN, 

INDIAN PRINCE, OCEAN TRAVELLER, ROBERT MORRIS, T.J. JACKSON, 
TILAPA for Clyde 1200A/21, speed 9 knots.
(2) Escort 0 4 buoy Q.Z.S. 215 CROCUS in accordance with my 
1528/20.
(3) Codeword "Silent 2".
(4) CORRALES and HERANGER escorted by ALBERNI will be sailing 
1500A/23 to R/V with main convoy at 1100A/24 in accordance 
with A.M. 2250/19.

(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 1911A/20 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)
A.M. 1902/14 para.l section g - delete BRITISH FREEDOM.

Add SAN ANAMADO.(D.O.D. (H.) 1958A/20.)
My 1116A/20. Delete ALBERNI.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 2300A/20 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Operation
EMPIRE 

SCOTT. 
EMPIRE SKY.

Admiralty 2330/10th November. EMPIRE SCOTT 
arrived Kola Inlet without having seen EMPIRE SKY. 
No distress message received from nor any other 
information of EMPIRE SKY.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1 0 0 2 V 20 to Admty.)

/M.L. Escorts ...
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Shipping and Convoys - contd.
M.L.Escorts My 1825/19 para.2. Add if M/taunches escorting 
for W.P. W.P. convoys are from M.L.F.7, they will return
Convoys. to Dartmouth after leaving convoy.

Para. 3. After M/launches from Portland insert 
or Dartmouth if from M.L.F.7.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1015A/20.)

Cdre. Londonderry 1743/19. Request that I he 
informed if rescue ships are available for 
purpose mentioned therein.
(C. in C. W.A. 1023A/20 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Your 1023A/20. In order to meet requirements in 
Cdre. Londonderry’s 1743A/19 it will he necessary 
to withdraw DEWSBURY and LAMELEK from 0.N.5148 and 
149 respectively.

2. STOCKPORT and ACCRINGTON at present in dockyard hands will 
not he available for from three to four weeks.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock 1558A/20 to C. in C. W.A.)
Owing to refit of HIGHLANDER and HURRICANE special rescue 

ships are to he delayed and sailed with B.4 and B.l escorting 
0.N.S.150 and O.N5,151 respectively.
2. C.T.24 is requested to arrange that they return from
Halifax with these groups on H.X.220 and S.C.114.

(C. in C. Y/.A. 1644Z/20 to F.O.I.C. Greenock, C.T.24.)

0.NA148, 
O.N.149. 
O.N.S.150 
O.N.S.151. 
H.X.220. 
S.C.114.

Q.P.15. Reliable fix and D/F Bearings of probable U-Boat
at 0700/20 in estimated position 325° off Cap 
Navaloch.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1105A/20 to Admty.)

Proceed to a covering position south west of Island.
(C. in C. H.F. 1333A/20 to C.S.l.)
My 1530A/20. U-boat now reported in 074° 27’ N. 025° 55' E. 

at 1525A.(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1620A/20 to Capt. D.8.)
Reliable fix and D/F bearings of U-Boat at 1610/20 in 

74° 00' N. 23° 40’ E.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1720A/20 to Capt. D.8.)
Your 1943/14 para. 4. Sailed at 1315/20 (MUSKETEER, ORWELL, 

LEDBURY, MIDDLETON, OAKLEY. )
(A.C.I.C. 1815A/20 to C. in C. H.F/) _^My 1507/16 and 1732/20. Convoy has now been re-routed 35

miles South of Bear is. .. _ ^2. LONDON, SUFFOLK, and 3 destroyers are proceeding from Iceland
to covering oosition South of Bear Is.

(F.O.S. 1922A/20 to S/Ms.)

Special
Convoy.

wo former northern patrol trawlers are required 
o act as escort to a special small convoy sailing 
rom Milford Haven for Gibraltar via Q.Z.L.18 
bout 27th November. N.O.I.C. Belfast is to sail 
he two selected trawlers as convenient to arrive 
Ilford Haven 25th November.
C. in C. W.A. 1155A/20 to F.O.I.C. Belfast, 
'.O.I.C. Milford Haven (R) Admty., F.O.I.C. 
,iverpool.)

/M.K.S.l X . ..
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M.K.S.l X.
Shipping and Convoys -contd.
P.C.S. of Convoy at 1200/20, 47° 04’ N. 16° 
10' W, 000°, 9 knots.
(LULWORTH 1201Z/20 to C. in C. W.A.)

R.U.50. A.M. 2203/18th and C . in C. W.A. 1513/18. 
Propose to sail ST. ELSTAN, CAPE PALLISER,
NORTHERN PRIDE as additional escort to R.U.50 

unless these ships are to he retained for further operations 
in northern waters. H.M.S. NORTHERN SPRAY may also he ready 
to sail subject to completion of repairs to rudder.
(A.C.I.C. 1211A/20 to Admty.)

K.M.F.4. Ready to leave U.K. on 27th. November. Ships 
and destinations.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1357A/20)
See Lion Copy.

W.P.251. 
P.W.251.

On completion of present escort duty KRAKOWIAK 
is to join W.P.251 as additional escort,S.O. 
PENYLAN, until P.W.251 is met. S.O. TYNEDALE 
return as additional escort to P.W. convoy 
until daylight 21st November, thence returning to 
Plymouth.

2. H.M.S. TYNEDALE to continue as escort to Milford Haven.
3. S.G.B. 8 to proceed to Plymouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1544A/20.)

P.S.21.
S.P.21.

P.S.21, S.P.21 cancelled.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1635A/20.)

H.X.215.
WALLFLOWER.

Detach WALLFLOWER when crossing 015° or as 
necessary proceed at best speed to Holyhead for 
docking. WALLFLOWER should arrive Holyhead 
a.m. 25th.
(C. in C. W.A. 1855A/20 to HURRICANE.)

K.X.7. Ready to leave Milford Haven on 30th November. 
Ships, Escorts and destinations.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1835A/20.)
See Lion Copy.

My 1912/16. Amend para.l. Convoy K.X.7 will sail from 
Milford Haven on 30th November.

(D.O.D. (H.) 1853A/20.)

K • M . F . 5 . LAFOREY and LIGHTNING will be requiredas escort 
for convoy K.M.F.5 leaving Clyde 11th _ecember. 
Request you will sail them after working up to 
Greenock to conform.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1852A/20 to R.A.D.)

Anti- • • •
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mut -sanm » » « »  i357A/2oth hov.  out

0._  o .ln  C.Wostom Approach a . 945. Date, a o /U /4 2 . 
.0 .1 .0 .  Groanoolc.
.0 .1 .0 .  L iv erp oo l.

H .G .J.O . Clyde.
IT.0 .0 .0 .  Mersey.
Ilu osa ted . QUIC&MATCH.

HJIDOUBT.
OOtrcnodore Londonderry 
P .0 .0 .II.A. 909.
II .O .X.P. Old.

O .in G. Homo P le o t . 75o.
H .Q.Coastal Command.
H.Q. P ighter Command.

IIAV.S. nvpw.r-t (AGO) &K.--V',T. CYpH-.a, ( ? )  Hf

Prom :- Adm iralty.

0 o nV oy K *M. P. 4.
m e  fo llow in g  sh ips w i l l  he ready to  leave 

U.X. on 27th November:-
(a ) Olyflo. D o s t ln a t i jn ^ O r a n ^ ^ ^ ^ ^

d .3 . britaitnio.
D e s t in a tio n  A lg ie r s

u .3 . SAMUSL CSJA33
ACUTA d:tl paoipioo  S
'inTCHCOTCR 0A3TLB 
0 TACT TO 
LPTITIA 
DURBAN 0A0TL3 
BA TORY 
AORALTGI 

D e s t in a tio n  B ou g ie  
T J j 33jB315BG

D estination  P h il ip v i l lo
D0DID3KI •

D e s t in a t io n  Done 
033ITA 
VOLCHDAM
LIAIT GIDDY GA3TL3 

D estination  G ibraltar 
L32H .Till
OITY OP SDEIHJRGH 
UAX
GL0U0B3ESh
PARDO
3LIZAB3TH BAXKE 
CITY 02 PRETORIA 
CAL ISOM IA 3XPRT33d 
H .M .3 . H.ULVIj .

(Id) Prom • • • •



2

(b) From Liverpool,

f j u  T c<j<̂
2. A ll  oli ip 3 have a speed o f 14^ knots except 
V G L 'M T ) M  an4 LXAN GI3BY OA.i5TE.j3 14 knots.

3% 0. in 0«Wostorn Approaches is roquestod to
arrange f o r  L iverpool b ection  referred  to  in  para. 1* 
(To) to  loo sa ile d  d ir e c t  to  Il/V with convoy,

4, Remainder o f skips embarking at L iverpool 
are to  loo' sa iled  to  Clyde to  attend Convoy 
Conference AeM. 27th N cvember.

5, Adm iralty w ill  promulgate route.
3. Use r t  w il l  bo provided by (a ) QtflCiXMATCH* 
ABBOUBT, and (b) BdACT PHILANTE,BANW ,  SXA.ilV/AL-d,Cllt^S,

7, c. in C .Western Approaches is  requested
to  arrange sa ilin g  o f  a l l  sk ip3 and escorts  making 
tke neoessary arrangements fo r  tkem to  il/V as

for D.O.D.(H).

1st Lord.
1 s  t  if! «*.Li o- (  2  )  ;
R ep a in t. d. L<*
V.C.N .3,

\

i .p . ( a ) ,

Adi; Blake. (2 ). 
Ad, Ramsey,( 4 ) 
C.C»L»d,
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MOOT SECRET

1335A/20th November 
MESSAGE OUT

DATE: 20.11.42iTO: F .0 .1 .C .M ilfo rd  Haven 
N .C .S .O . M il fo rd  Haven

Rapoatod C. in  0. Western Approaches 
C. in  C. Plymouth ito6 
C. in  c. Portsmouth 614 
N .C .X .F . 321 
C. in  C. Home F le e t  764 
H.Q.C.C.

' H .Q .F.C .

960

FROM: A d m ira lty ,

Convoy KX 7 c o n s is t in g  o f  th e  fo l lo w in g  sh ips 
f o r  d e s t in a t io n s  in d ica ted  w i l l  be ready t o  le a ve  
M ilfo rd  Haven on 30th November.

?or G ib ra lta r

For L isbon

For H urlva  
For S e v i l l e  
For Non

5 .5 . E IIjDQN 
» LUBLIN
» USKSIDE

Cable Ship MAKE LOUISE MACKAY
5 .5 . EMPIRE FRANKLIN

5 .5 . CASTILIAN 
» SHETLAND
» BLAIR ESK

S .S . ELIZABETH MASSEY 
" MIRIAM 
« BRINKBURN

2_ EMPIRE FRANKLIN w i l l  op era te  as a  CAM sh ip
and o f f e r  d isch a rg in g  ;DLrcraft a t  G ib ra lta r  i s  t o  
proceed  to  L isbon  and M e l i l l a .

Speed o f  s low es t sh ip  8 knots.3.

4 . A l l  sh ips are t o  proceed in  the f i r s t  
in stan ce  t o  G ib ra lta r  and F .O .C .N .a . i s  requested 
to  arrange onward passage.

5. A d m ira lty  w i l l  promulgate route s a i l in g  
sh ips South o f  Ire la n d  (R ) .

6. E sco rt w i l l  be p rov id ed  by H.M.S. LAUDERDiiLE, 
MEIjBREAK, PENYLAN, and P.S.SLAZAK.

*. /7. F .O .C .N .A . •••



2.
7. F.O.C.N.A. is requested to sail destroyers 
back to u.K. as additional escort of first 
convenient convoy.
8. F.O.I.C. Milford Havon is requosted to 
sail ships as requisite and arrange conference 
to bo held p.m. 29th November.

1835A/2Q. 
for D.O.D.(H)

1st Lord 1st S.L.(2)If. F. S.L. I _ ; i • 'V.C.N.S. 1 ' - * 'A.C.N.o.(F)(2)A.C.N.S.(H)A. C.N.S.(T)N.A.lst S.L.B. O.D.(H)(2)D. O.L.(F)(2)Hd* of M.(13)D.D.I.C.C2)D, of F.(2)E. of S'.T.D.T.D.C3)D.T.E.(M)I.P.(2)
Duty Capt.(2)Admiral Blake L.M.S.D.M.S. Citadel Admiral Ramsay (4)
C. C.L.S.,- | ^
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Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Consequent on experience gained with S.C.104 
it is proposed to issue following signal to 
escort groups. Begins. Ref. W.A.C.I.500 
para. 2. S.Os of escorts must not hestitate to 
adjust prescribed escort diagrams or vary 

offensive action taken after attack if they consider circum
stances demand. When heavy seas prohibit efficient use of 
Radar it may be desirable to reduce distance of escort from 
convoy at night or otherwise adjust diagram. Likewise when 
heavy concentration of U-boats are known to be present it may 
be desirable to restrict or cancel operations such as 
Raspberry or Artichoke in order not unduly to expose convoy to 
further attack by other U-boats taking advantage of co-ordinated 
movements of escorts. S.Os are requested to include remarks 
and suggestions in their reports of proceedings with regard to 
disgrams and operations at present in use. Ends.
2. Request your remarks.
(C. in C. W.A. 1919A/20 to Comtask 24.)
See also C. in C. W.A. 1656A/22 to A.I.G. 32.

Trawler Your 1912A/7 and your 1530A/16. It is con-
Escort sidered preferable that these trawlers should be
Groups. employed as additional escorts to transatlantic

convoys with the particular duty of standing by 
stragglers and damaged ships.

2. Request you will organise trawlers in"4 groups so as to allow
of 2 trawlers sailing with any particular convoy 1 It is pro
posed in the first instance they should be attached to northerly 
routed convoys only.
3. These trawlers may, in addition, b« required to act as 
escorts for North Russian convoys.
(A.C.N.S. (T.; 2008A/20 to G. in G. W.A.)

Anti-
U-Boat
procedure.

P.Q.19. It is an urgent requirement to run a P.Q.
convoy as early as practicable.
2. 31 Merchant Ships can be made ready to sail

from Loch Ewe on 15th December and from Iceland (c) about 22nd 
December.
3. By this date it is anticipated that 4 destroyers, 4 corvettes 
and 4 trawlers can be made available for close escort and that 
some older destroyers can be provided from other Commands to 
reinforce Home Fleet if required.
4. Reauest that plans may be made accordingly.
(D.0.D.(H.) 2010A/20 to G. in C. H.F. H.Q.C.C.)

The following ships will leave Milford Haven 
on 26th November or as soon as weather report 
is considered propitious:
SS*AQUILLA, Ferry EMPIRE ROACH, Waterboat MORAY, 
Tug EMPIRE NED, Tug EMPIRE TITAN.
S.O.A. 6 knots for 3 days then 7? knots.

W.A. is requested to detail two trav/lers to provide
. Y>*I“ ^  ^  -

5 F 0 G N A is requested to sail escorts to U.N. at the firs 
convenient1 opportunity using them as escorts as requisite.

Convoy 
K.X.6 A.

G. in G. 
escort.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys. . /£,_
6. F.O.I.C. Falmouth is requested to sail 
SS AQUILLA to Milford Haven on completion of 
repairs.
7. Destination of AQUILLA and MORAY is 
Gibraltar, EMPIRE TITAN Takoradi, EMPIRE ROACH 
Freetown, and EMPIRE NED Capetown.
8. F.O.C.N.A. is requested to arrange onward 
sailing for the last three mentioned ships as 
requisite.
9. Endurance of SS MORAY is considered 
insufficient for her to reach Gibraltar and 
F.O.I.C. Milford Haven is requested to make 
arrangements for her to commence the passage in 
tow of the EMPIRE NED for 3 days or until it is 
considered she can reach destination unaided.
10. On completion of duty designated in para.9, 
EMPIRE NED should be instructed to stand by to 
toy/ AQUILLA if necessary.
11. F.O.I.C. Milford Haven is requested to sail 
ships as requisite.
(D.O.D. (H.) 2207A/20.)
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Operation "T orch ".

S itu ation  (1 ) Bone. A/S p a tro ls  and P W S S established
report by 17th Nov.
N o.16. (2 ) Bougie. Temporary l u l l  in  enemy a ir  a c t iv ity

maintained up to 1500/19. Approx. 32 survivors 
o f  ALGERINE landed.

(3 ) A lg ie rs . Coastal t r a f f i c  to  eastward includ ing  L.C.Ts is  
being maintained. S a tis fa c to ry  re la tio n s  with French Naval port 
a u th orit ies  12 p riva te  firm s employing 700 men are on our work. 
Repair f a c i l i t i e s  on small sca le  but s a t is fa c to ry . L im itations 
imposed by s ize s  and number o f  docks. Bases established  fo r  
small c r a ft  and boom defence. Armament repa irs  at naval arsenal.
(4 ) Oran. Harbour open with stra igh t c le a r  channel 80 fe e t  
wide and 26 fe e t  deep on 17th Nov.
(5^ Mers El K ebir. Force H ordered to be c le a r  by 1200/21.
(6 ) Casablanca. 4 shipyards co -op era tin g . 2 are small.
Salvage operations proceeding. N.C.W.T.F. sa iled  fo r  U.S.
F .O .I.C . has assumed command.
(7 ) A/S p a tro ls . Searchlight W ellingtons from G ibraltar had 
two sightings and one attack  a.m. today Friday.
(8 ) Prelim inary reports show naval A.A. f i r e  accounted fo r  23 
confirmed 10 probable and 18 damaged Axis a ir c r a ft  in '’Torch” 
between 8th Nov and 15th Nov. in c lu s iv e . IBIS shot down 3 
confirmed be fore  sinking.
(9 ) S itrep  14. Item 2. This was U .331.
(N.C.X.F. 1043Z/20.)

A ir  N.C.X.F. 1633Z/20, 2012Z/20.
searches,
p a tro ls  e tc .

Ships Your 1651/17th Nov. (N otice o f  damage to  ships
damaged. returning to U .K.)

S.T.Os in "Torch” area have been instructed  to  act 
a ccord in g ly . ^F ollow ing is  p o s it io n  to date:

THOMS f. STONE, damaged Nov. towed A lg ie rs , used as 
accommodation ship. ENNERDALE, damaged 8th N ov., towed A lg iers . 
DEMPO, minor damage 10th Nov. LALANDE, torpedoed 14th Nov., 
towed G ibra ltar. *ALMACK, torpedoed 15th Nov., returned 
G ibra ltar .^NEWFOUNDLAND, mined 17 th  Nov. returned G ibra ltar. 
GLENFINLAS, bombed 11th Nov. fo re  part flooded , a flo a t  a ft  at 
Bougie. EXCELLER, near miss 9th Nov. s lig h t  damage.
(P .S .T .O . X.F. 1716Z/20 to D.S.T. )

M.Ls The s itu a tion  regarding M.Ls is  not s a t is fa c to ry ,
requ ired . The secu rity  o f  G ibra ltar crowded as i t  is  now,

and l ik e ly  to be makes a large demand and Ports 
forward are but th in ly  covered now, even before  
capture o f  B izerta . Request two more F lo t i l la s  
o f  H.D.M.Ls be sent out as soon as p o ss ib le . 
(N .C.X.F. 1851Z/20 to Admty.)

/Return.
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866
20.11.1942. 
Friday.____

Operation "Torch11 - Contd.
The escort situation is such that future commit
ments can only he planned if a schedule such as that 
laid down in TOR 6 para 17 for return of escorts 
to U.K. is adhered to.
2. F.O.C.N.A. 0758Z/19 orders HONEYSUCKLE, 

HYDERABAD and OXLIP to escort T.E.5 into Mediterranean.
3. These specially arcticised ships are required to he ready for 
service with North Russian convoys hy 15th Dec.
4. Request you will review the escort situation in your area in 
the light of present and near future requirements, and if you 
find it impracticable to adhere to the arrangements in TON 6 
Admty. should he informed as soon as possible to enable necessary 
adjustments to he made, having regard to Home requirements.
(D.O.D. (H; Approved A.C.N.S. (H.) 2011A/20 to N.C.X.F.)

Return of
"Torch”
Escorts.

U.S.S. Cominch's 1348/19 and A.M. 1600/18.
TRACY. Request you will delete reference to U.S.S. TRACY.

2. It has been verified that this information was 
incorrectly received in Admty. owing to an error 
in encyphering.
The ship referred to was in fact H.M.T. CATHAY. 
(D.O.D. (F.) 2259Z/20.)
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War Diary.
20.11.1942,
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
Sail at 1100Z/20 to R/V K.M.F.3 in 035° 52’ N. 

«T 006° 57’ W. at 1600Z/20th. On arrival MILNE
K.M.F. 3.

M U Z 4 fr/V UUb'  &Y’ w* a1
f T  ' ' transfer mail from GORLESTON and proceed 

V *  Gibraltar. / * ,* .* £
(N.C.X.F., 0536Z/20 to AVON VALE, Capt. (d ) 3rd, (R) WESTON, 
QUIBERON, GORLESTON.)
D/F bearings on 4540 k/cs at 0551Z indicate U-Boat has made 
first sighting report of K.M.F. 3.
(D.D.I.C., 0728A/20 to Escorts K.M.F.3, (r ) F.O.C.N.A., N.C.X.F., 
H.Q.C.C., Escorts K.M.S.3.)

3 5 ^3 '̂ N . )I ^  A.

W.X.7808. A.I.174/20th. Opsum 19th Nov.
A/S escorts, A/S patrols.
U/B sightings and attacks from Gibraltar.Hudson 
0/608 1343 hours NHJY 3637, 180° 8 knots not 

attacked. Hudson C/608 1405 hours NH^S 3812, 100° 10 knots 
approached through cloud after sighting and when 1 and £ miles 
away U/B commenced to submerge before attack could be carried 
out U/B had completely submerged, 4 D/Cs were dropped 20 yards 
ahead of swirl and across track a 
300 yards diameter on water.
2. No enemy activity over Rock.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Gib., 0730Z/20. )

Air
Operations.

circular patch of oil 200 -

*K.M.S. 3. 
attacked,
2 ships 
sunk, 
Catalina 
shot down.

* L*+~p, »

3 ships torpedoed.
(BLACK SWAN, 0935Z/20 to N.C.X.F., Admty.)
My 0935Z/20th derelict in 035° 54’ N. 0106 32’ W. 
stern nearly submerged. Salvage might be 
possible. 1 other ship blown up, remainder with 
convoy.
(BLACK SWAN, 1040Z/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)
My 1040 several attacks carried out on promising 

contacts 'nov/ lost, all escorts rejoined convoy. Derelict has sunk.
(BLACK SWAN, 1131Z/20.)
Regret merchant ship in convoy shot down Catalina at 

0940Z.
(BLACK SWAN, 1232Z/20.)
My 0935. K.M.S.3 attacked by single U-Boat from outside

starboard scri 
GRANGEPARK anc jD sunk.

54' N. 010° 32' W. at 0910/20th
OCEAN PILGRIM undamaged exploded torpedo in A.N.D. 4th torpedo 
seen on surface. All survivors picked up by BALTONIA and 
FOWEY.
Proxnising contact on starboard charter attacked by BLACK SWAN 
and others. Bubbles persisted after BLACK SWAN’s 3rd attack 
contact ceased after 4th. No other evidence. All escorts 
rejoined convoy.

(BLACK SWAN, 1431Z/20.)
D/F on series one at 1523Z and 1625Z suggest that you are 

still being shadowed.
(D.D.I.C., 1805a/ 20 to Escorts of K.M.S. 3.)

/E.T. 1 ...
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->E.T. 1.

LUCY
ESSBERGER.

Situation 
Reports.

ADVENTURE.

GIL EANES. 

U/B.

y E • T • 1 •

P. 51.
/ j . 5 ^ $ ^

SS. WEST 
KLEBER.

Convoy 
K.X. 7.

868
20.11.1942.
Friday,

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Convoy E.T.l E.T.A. Gibraltar 1500Z/20th. 
(STARWORT, 0945Z/20 to F.O.C.N.A.)

German tanker LUCY ESSBERGER now has Spanish 
flag painted on side and is altering colour of 
funnel.
(Cadiz, 1215/20.)

N.C.X.F. 1232Z/20, 1234Z/20, 1236Z/20, 1452Z/20, 
1710Z/20.
See Lion Copy.

Your 123lZ/19th. ADVENTURE will be unable to 
reach position (E) before 1500z/23rd. Request 
you will inform WISHART and BRILLIANT accordingly. 
F.O.C.N.A. pass to N.C.X.F., Cdre. F. and A.O.C. 
Gibraltar.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1303A/20 to N.C.X.F.)

F.O.C.N.A's 1608/11. Person referred to 
embarked in DUKE OF YORK for U.K.
(S.O.(I) Gib., 1509Z/20 to D.N.I.)

A.2. U-Boat sighted on surface 150° from Cape
Garajao at 1507 G.M.T./20.
(N.C.S.O. Funchal, 1651/20.)

Arriy als*'L0TUS ,^P0PPY ,* STARWORT ,* DIANELLA, 
AUBI^BriA with convoy E.T. 1.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1652Z/20 to Admty.)''* L *J~ A 4*/r

P. 51 in 036° 30’ N. 002° 38’ W. at 2000Z/20th. 
On the surface 8 knots keeping 5 miles off 
Spanish coast. E.T.A. Gibraltar 1000z/21st. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 1655Z/20 to FARNDALE, (R) N.C.X.F.)

Spanish tanker CAMRUD has nine survivors from 
American SS. WEST KLEBER will land them at 
Funchal.
(Madrid, 1820/20.)

Details.
(D.O.D. (H), 1835A/20.)
See Home Commands; Shipping,

/NURIA ...
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HOLST SIUCiriST. 

Prom. N.G.X.3?.

1232Z/20th N ovcrribor.
MB. j jAG3 • Til

Date, 20*11.42.

Hood, 2054,
Naval Cypher 3 (3) By T/p,

Addressed, Situation report for Area X of North. Atlantic
Station, i .e ,  that area bounded by the longitudes 
of 20 dogs. Vest and 5 dogs, v/o st, and the" 
latitudes of 43 dogs. North and 27 dogs. .North.

3MP0RTANT.

Situation 1957A/20th.

1, H.H» 3/lvi p# 311,30 20 09 52 at 2100A/20 diving by day 
surfaoing by night 10 1G0 dogs.

2, II.d »3. TRUANT, ( ?34) 10 21 01 at 210QA/20 000 dogs, on
the surface 11, ^

3, H.M. 3/̂ ,1 P, 247, (?on patrol) in the vicinity (?37) 0410 as, ^
L— A 42 10 20 01 at 210QA/20th on the siirfaoe 114-
H i* (?003 J°sa’ >W/> ue,ter 9 » .

5. II.JI.o. DIAMOND in Straits of Gibraltar escorted by
11,11,3, FAKIDALB oourse .Eastward 10 kn ots.* v__ , * h ,

3/^/Vd-Vb K b
h,I.I.o. THOOPHH. at 2l0H /20th 40 01 10 50 diving by day 2-i- 

surfaoing by night f?9) 155 dog3. J V

7. KMP 3, H.M.3. "TiirON, \ Se^tr^yers, 2 sloops, 2 corvettes,
2 outters, 3o 50 07 17 thonOo through Straits jf Gibraltar 13.

0, AMS 3,11.1/1.3. BLACK G’YAN, one sloop, 9 corvettes, 33 13 09 29 
through 33 25 00 50 .and 33 2& 07 05 and 35 55 03 25 thence 
escort greup 37 part company to Gibraltar remainder through 
otralte 7 , .  1 * * / , .  Sr47 . y 6 / i .
9, IGHUHI3L /

*• ,H,M.3, HHOjOjLNAHQN , H.M.3. VI0L3T, ono 
Lisb^nnwh^^Pr ° °  27 -5T St.Vincent thence direct to

^ K cin itv  13r°  Wjro^ :in̂  3x1 part aonrpany, ISsaort patrolling

n ; °nl  \ W X lT S i,  S?3Y,\0TOS^0PpY,nji;iT.3LLA,H .M.3.*3TARW0RT,
sa il looai 21st through 35 (?30) (?07) (?01) thince 209 dogs.

*2, (?U.3*3, AUGUSTA) 32 40 11 50 250 dogs. 21. ‘

13, XI«M*3» MHN3 35 54 03 23 to Gibraltar 10. 
i/f.. 1 ^ .  1232Z/20,

Advance copy sent D.C, I0.O.D, (F) h.T.D.
/  Presumably portion missed.
Capt.Pim D.D.I,C*( 2) I .? .,( 2} :)
29.O.D. (H)(2) D .of Plans (2)D.T.2J.(M)
D.0,;j,(p1 (2) 29.A/3.W. D.T.2J.(3)

W  Hd.ofM, D.T.D.(G)
T>*0.(2) W.D. D. o f ? .  (2)
Ad.Blake U .3.N .(3) 29.N.I.(4)

* *

V .0 .N .3 ,
A.G.N.3.(H) 
A.G.N .3 ,(? ) (2 )  
A.O.N.S. (T)
N. A .Ist 3.L . 
A d.H am sey( 4 )



MOST SECRET
1234Z/20th November.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN
From N.C.X.F, Date. 20th Nov.1942

Rood. 1707
Naval Cypher (S) by W/T

Addressed North Atlantic Station. Situation report 
for Area Y 1959A/20.

(1) U.3.Submarine BIACKFISH,42 10 20 01 at 2100A/20 
on surface 11? course- 000 degs, -*•(2) H.M.S.TRUANT, 34 10 21 01 at 2100A/20 on ' <
surface 11 course 000 degs. m(3) G U F 2,7 destroyers,31 01 25 18 through Si 01
30 01 thence C?293 degs) 12. „(4) Task Force 39, one oiler, 2 tugs, on, net tender, 
25 small war vessels, 3b 02 2 4 / 1 1 gegs 9

(5) U.S.3.AUGUSTA,32 48 11 58 258 Qegs 21.
1234Z/20. *  •

V.C.N.3.A.G.N.S.(T, A.O.H.S.GL % 
A.C.N.S.(F)(2)
N. A. 1st S.L. Cant.Pirn. ^.D.0.D.(h5(2D.O.P. (F)(2)x Duty Cant. (2)
u.s;n. '
O. A./.S.R.Hd. of M.
D.T). I.C. (3)

Advance cony Duty Cant.D.O.D.(F). D.i.D.

T) rp

1)1 Nil. (4 D.rn.D. 3) D.T.D. (C) C.C.R.T.Ad.Blake.(2) Ad. Ramsey (4)
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MOST SECRET. M E S S A G E

om N# C« X# ?  •

NAVAL OYPHE71 (3) 3Y w/T

IN

1236Z/20 November,

Date 20aNov*42» 

Reod. 1300

addressed North A tlan tic  S ta tio n *

IMPORTANT.

S itu a tio n  rep o rt fo r  Area "Z" 2005A/20th,

(1) G .U .F. 2 ,7  d e stro y e rs31 01 25 18 through

31 01 30 01 thence 277 d eg s, 12,

(2 )  G-.TJoPo 1,7  d estroyer}36  19 38 50 through

36 40 40 01 thence Forth West 13s*

(3) PORTSDOLTT, y£sf?QR, SPHENE, 24 22 22 51 170 degs. 6 ? ,

1236Z/20

Advance

V.C.N .3,
A.CAN,3* (K) ,t n t  . "  J-v 'S-Jv J-><5 •;f  ) (2)

A r \  'a -  CAi<>h ;
N.A.1 F t SAP?

Advance copy D .C ., D.O.D. (F ) & D.T.D.

C apt, Pirn 
D .0 .D ,(E ) '2 )
d* o, l . ( f ) (2 )
D.C* (2 )
U .3.N .
L ll.i/S . 1 *
Hd* o f  M, 
D ,D .IeC .(3/

W " — 
d! t . d. ( m)
D .T .D .( ? )

'VC;
A<3# Ramsey (4 )  
Ad, B'iako (2 ) 
I U l .S *

t
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MOST SECRET.

From N.C.X.F.

M E S S  A G E IN

1452Z/20 November.
Date 20. Nov. 42. 
Rood, 1830

NAVAL CYPHER (3) by W/T

.Gdressod Ships and Authorities North A tlantic 
(? /rea ) X.

import; 1IT.

by 1252Z 20th 8Jj6 paragraph 14 
H.M. 3. VEN0I€)U3, H.M. S. WIVERN, H. M. 3. VERITY,
k. i s.m  waitress, h.m. s. fleetwood, h.m. s . coreopsis,
H. M. 3. JONQUIL, H. X  S.BRDai/ivi, ( ?H.Li. S.*K)LRUAN), 
loavo G ibraltar p.iru 21st to rendezvous 
K M S 3 in  p osition  035 dogs. 55f 006 clegs,
251 at 1700s 21st when 5 snips and escort leave
fo r  G ibraltar. /  £33

1452Z/20

Advance copy D .c .,
i). 0. D. (F) & D.T.D.

V.O.N.3.
A.O.N.S. (T) 
AoQ.N.S. (H) 
b.C .N .S.(F) (2) 
N. A. 1st S.L. 
Capt. Pirn 
U.O. j). (F) (2) 
D.O.D, (H) (2)
D. U.O.D, (M)
E. 0 .(2 )
:0 .D .I.C .(2)
D. o f Plans (2)TY ; /  •< yjiy® - v lj ̂  a 0
m .  o f

H.T.D.(S)

D.T.D. (C)
U T.D.(M)
D. o f  P. (3 )
IX. Remsoy 
Ad. Blake.
U. 3. H. (3 J 
3 .N .I. (4)



MOST SECRET
1710Z/20th November.

IN
Nate, 20oll*4 2 ,

Prom. Naval Cdr. X.P

Naval Code ( 1.1) (S oc rrt ) By W/T.

Addressed, Situation report fo r  Area X of North A tlan tic
Station , i .e .  that area bounded by the 
longitudes o f  20 degs. West and 5 degs. West, 
and the latitudes of 43 degs0 North and 27 
degs. North.

read 043 degs, 00f North.

Advance copy sent Ops.

V.O .N .S .
A .C .N .S .(H )  
A.G.N .3 . (f J( 2) 
A .G .N .3 .(T )
N «A •I s t  o3L 0 
Oapt.pim 
N .0 .D .(H )(2 ) 
N.O.Nc (P ) ( 2)
N .N.O .N.(M )
N .C .( 2)
N.N. 1. 0. ( 2)
N. of Plans (2 ) 

1

Ad.Namsey (4 ) 
Ad.Blake 
U .3 .N .(3 ) 
D JT .I.(4 )

I  PONTANT

My 1232 20th paragraph 4. Por 042 degs. 10* North

1710Z/20.

Ar a .
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869
20.11.1942.
Friday.

North Atlantic - Contd.
My 1749/19.* NURIA R should leave Marseilles 
for Barcelona November 21st but owners cannot 
confirm definitely as all telegraphic communi
cation from Marseilles suspended. Spanish 
Govt, requests assurance she will not be 
endangered.
Vessels authorized to carry Swiss cargoes to 

Genoa have to call at Gibraltar for control outward and home
ward. Spanish Govt, suggest Gibraltar is in better/ to 
advise requisite naval authorities of these voyages and unless 
asked to do so Spanish Govt, will not therefore issue notice. 
NEUSTRA, SENORA DEL CARMEN and MARIA VICTORIA are now on 
passage to Genoa.
(N.A. Madrid, 1930/20 to Admty., (R) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta, 
F.O.C.N.A. F.O.C.N.A. please pass to N.C.X.F.)
* re SS. NURIA on charter to Red Cross.
/ ? position omitted.

NURIA//?, 
vessels 
carrying 
Swiss 
cargoes.

Enemy A/C, An enemy aeroplane sighted 1910 G.M.T, 20th 
Funchal. November approaching from west no lights and no

marks visible disappeared 1925 towards S.E. 
(N.C.8.0. Funchal, 2001/20 to Admty., S.O.(l) 
Gibraltar.)

i
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20. I K  19^2. 
Friday.

South Atlantic.
Ref. A.M. A.F,30.59 S. 3k.kl E.
(G. in C.S.A. 0012 G.M.T./20 to B. A.M. S. Area 
3 G. Admty).

SSSS De SVKS (CORINTHIAKOS) torpedoed position 
unknown hound Aden.
(Simonstown T.O.R. 0027 G.M.T. /20).

Greek Ship CORINTHIAKOS reported torpedoed at daybreak 20th 
approx. 56 miles 057° from Inhaka light. Have stopped sailings. 

(C.S.A. Lourenco Marques 1051B/20 to C. in G.S.A., G. in G. 
E.F., Admty, Gmdre. Durban, C.S.A.Beira)•
My 105l/20th. CORINTHIAKOS sunk by S/M German of about 

(?9 00) tons in position 057.degrees Inhaka light p5 miles._
(O.S.A.Lourenco Marques 1620B/20 to G. in C.S.A., G. in G. 
E.F. Gomdre Durban, Admty).

U/B
Positions.

CORINTHIAKOS.

MARINA. Following received from Lands End Radio to Admty:-
Intercept 2358 GMTS 500 K/Cs De ZSC to BAMS_ 
Following received. BALIS De KBZR* p 0 o 9  S.̂ Jĵ l-*̂ -!
E.vessel astern blew up 2206 GMTS/19 TOR 2325 
GMTS/19. No rebroadcast.
(G. in G. Plymouth 00p8/20). ^MARINA.

Ref. A.M. AF 25.20 S. 5U.10 E.
(G. in G.S.A. 013UG.M.T./20 to BAMS Area 3 0,Admty),

Xj/b . Following received from R.O. Port Harcouft.
United Africa Go. Agent Akassa report having 
received information S/M cruising off coast of 
Cane Nun and Sengana. Last seen by native of 
Okumbiri near Cane Nun about 9th Nov. Has also 

received report strange craft navigating zigzag course. No 
information" from lighthouse keeper. No regular communication? 
except by canoe.(N.C.S.O.Lagos 08j>5Z/20 to Admty etc).

p Kfj2. Your I806z/I9th not to B.N.L.O. W.Africa.
Do not proceed within 100 miles of Quicongue 
unless other instructions are received from 

S.N.O. F.N. F.L. Pointe Noire. __ . , __ , . n.Surface forces and possibly patrol boats from iointe Noire will
be operating against SA^S« , . v(F.otc.W. Af. 09i)52/20 to P.552, (R) C. in G.S. A. B.N.L.O. W. A.)

After fuelling at St. Vincent (O.V.) you are 
to carry out search for U-Boats reported to be 
using Janella Bay, San Antonio.
Consult British Consul St.Vincent (C.V.).
Reuort your intentions by immediate signal to 

puable aircraft to co—operate if uossible. » _
(F.O.G.W.Af.1027Z/20 to TURCOMAN,(r ) B.C.St.Vincent (O.V.) Admty

TURCOMAN 
to search 
Janella Bay
I— * - -  /j 5rjift

/?PIERfiE BUTLER...
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2 0 .1 1 .1 9 U 2 .F r id a y .

9PIERC3
BUTLER.

S o u th  A t l a n t i c . -  O ontd .
F o llo w in g  h a s  b een  r e a d  on 500 K /O s. SSSS from  
KENL( u n d e c y p h e ra b le )(S im onstow n W/T 1100 G .M .T ./2 0  to  Admty)
See 211+6/20.

M ovem ents. A r r i v a l  P o in te  N o ire  1000Z/20th,FANDANGO,KELT, e s c o r t i n g  ta n k e r s  MIJDRECHT an d  OISTULA (B .N .L .O .W .A . 1 1 0 5 /2 0 , to  F .O .W .A .(R ) Admty 
e t c ) .

DRAGON. D e p a r tu re  2 0 th  Nov.
t , ,-t . ( S .O . ( I )  F ree to w n  1 1 1 1 Z /2 0 , to  Admty e t c ) .' / 1 . In te n d  to  s a i l  DRAGON from  B a th u r s t
a t  0900Z /22nd  Nov. f o r  U .K .v ia  P o n ta  D e lg ad a . R ou te  D. 011+.00 N.0 1 9 .0 0  W. E. 02 U .00 .N . 021+.00 W. F . 0 j>1+.00 N. 021+.00 W.Thence to  P o n ta  D e lg a d a , S . o f  A. 16£ k n o ts .  E .T .A . P o n ta  D elg ad a  
1 2 0 0 Z /2 6 th  Nov.2 .  A f t e r  f u e l l i n g  a t  P o n ta  D e lg ad a  DRAGON t o  s a i l  a t  0 9 0 0 Z /2 7 th  Nov. R oute G .0 5 9 .0 0  N. 0 2 6 .0 0  W. H. 01+9.00 N. 0 2 3 .0 0  W. J.051+.00N
0 1 8 .0 0  W. K. 0 5 5 .0 0  N. O i l .  00 W.th e n c e  as  o rd e re d  b y  G. in  G. W .A., S . o f  A. 31+ k n o ts .3 . DRAGON s h i f t s  to  N o rth  A t l a n t i c  W/T o r g a n i s a t io n  a t  2 0 0 0 Z /2 ^ rd  
N ov .and  to  home W/T o r g a n i s a t io n  a t  2 0 0 0 Z /2 7 th  Nov.
(F .O .C .W .A . 1119Z /20 to  Admty (R) F .O .G .N .A . C. in  G. W.A. e t c ) .

S i t u a t i o n  F .O .G . vY.Af .l l l+ ^ Z /2 0 , 15U 50/20 ,
R e p o r ts .  See L io n  Copy.

Z ig -Z a g  P r e s e n t  z ig - z a g  a r e a  o f f  D urban i s  l i m i t e d  to  th eArea#  S ou thw ard  to  p a r a l l e l  031° S o u th  when e a s tw a rd  o f
M e rid ia n  035° E a s t .2 .P ro t)o se  z ig - z a g  a r e a  o f f  Cape be e x te n d e d  o 

f o r t h w i t h  to  o a r a l l e l  01+0° S. b e tw een  M e rid ia n  010 E .a n d  0i+0 E. 
T hence to  e a s tw a rd  o f  l i n e  j o in in g  p o s i t i o n s  01+0 S . 01+0 5 .
and 031 ° S . 01+5° E.3 . G. in  G .E .F . i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  s i g n a l  c o n c u r re n c e  o r  rem ark s d i r e c t  to  A d m ira lty  i n  o r d e r  t h a t  am endm ents to  C .A .L .S .I  N o .15° 
S e c t io n  one (c )  may b e  p ro m u lg a te d  a s  e a r l y  a s  p o s s i b l e .
( G. in  G .S .A . 12560/20  to  G. in  C .E .F . A dm ty).
C o n c u r :-  G. in  G .E . F . 1^ )2 9 /2 1 ).

CITY OF CAIRO.. .(Sunk 6 th  Nov)
Due Pernam buco 11+t h  n o t  y e t  a r r i v e d .  
( S .O . ( l )  M ontev ideo  1 3 0 1 Z /2 0 ).

RESOLUTION. S a i l e d  ( A) RESOLUTION to  K i l i n d i n i  (B) E s c o r te d  b y  NAPIER, HOTSPUR, (0 )  
u n t i l  0 5 0 0 Z /2 1 s t . FORTUNE.( G d r e . i / c  D urban 1312Z /20 to  Admty e tc

L o c a l e s c o r t
).

/ A s c e n s i o n . . .
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Addressed. Ships in  Area ? o f 3outh A t la n t ic  S ta t io n , north 
ox 0 dogs. North. Adm ira lty, G ,in  0, South 
A t la n t ic ,  N ,0 ,I,C , Bathurst,

IMPORTANT.

H»M» o, TURCOMAN. about 13 25 2n 15 +.r» fh*. _ vinn^nt +v.v>̂ v.,̂ u

H,M,S. IfiRAGON, 09 25 16 25 to  Bathurst 13, >
-  A4-

2 M,L*s, 09 (?10) 14 50 to I? root own 9,

A l l ie d  naval un it, about 10 35 33 10 to South 12^t

Advance copy sent Duty Gapt. D.O.D.(P) D .D .I.C .

A,0«N .3, (H)
A . C .N .3 .(F)(S ) 
N ,A * ls t 3,L, 
0apt,Pim
B, 0.B.(h)(2) 
D.O.D. (F)(2) 
Duty Oapt, (2) 
U.S.N.
D.A/3.W.
H d,o f M,

W, D,.~~
b .t .b .(m)
ri.N.i.(4
D.D.O.D (C)(2)

M0 JT 3BCR3T.

Prom, F ,0 ,C . W .A frica ,

IN
20,11.42,

N aval Cypher 3 (LI) By W/T
Rood, 1614,

U43Z/20.

AJA.
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MOST .T3CH3I
l545C/20th November, 

MBS UGH.
Data, 20*120*11,42.

From, Q ,in  0, South A t la n t ic
Hood, 1725*

Naval Cypher (3 )(M ) By W/T

Addressed, Chips in  Area Q o f  3outh A t la n t ia  S ta tion * 

IMPOHAMTT,

S itu a tio n  Hop orb 3,

American tran sport WBSTiPOINT 030 dogs, 40’ 3outh 
033 dogs, 15* 33ast to  tho Bast 21 knots,

H.M.3. ALCANTAIIA on p a t ro l  in  M 5 A and B,

H.M .S. 3XPIC333 W ith C D 2 034 dogs, 45* South 01 
dogs, 00* Bast to  Durban 8-g- knots.

Advanoo oopy sont Duty Capt, B ,0 .D ,(? ) D.T.D.

N .A . J L S t
Capt* Pirn 
D.O.D, (H ) (2 )  
D.O.D. (F H  2) 
Duty C a p t,(2 ) 
U .3 .N .

15450/20*
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20.11.19U2.
War Diary. Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.
Ascension. C.O.U.S.Army Force at Ascension has requested

ships should he informed that they must not 
approach Island unless they have been identified 

and identification acknowledged.
2.Request all authorities concerned may he informed (a) that 
ships are not normally to he routed within 50 miles of this 
Island.(h) when it is necessary for ship to approach within 50 
miles, N.O.I.C.Ascension to he informed and ship instructed that 
they are not to close the Island until they have heen identified 
and identification acknowledged.
(F.O.C.W.A. 1355Z/20 to Admty,C. in G.S.A. etc).

COLUMBINE. Following has heen read. Following from
(S . 5 S>) COLUMBINE engine broken down. Tug urgently 
S— ^  i^,K/“/j^«crequired have wired same yesterday to BANANA hut 

no reply position 006. 07 S. 007.06 E.
(Simonstown Radio 1UO0Z/2O).

Floating 
Dock Escort.

F.O.C.W.A. 1551Z/20. See America <$: West Indies.

My 1531Z/20 in view of further depletion of 
Freetown escorts which will he caused by 
provision of escorts for A.F.D. 2i+. Request 
consideration he given to ILEX and HOLCOMBE 

remaining in West Africa until arrival of dock at Freetown. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 15U1Z/20 to Admty)*

ILEX
HOLCOMBE.

T L.D.M. Now intend sailing KELT escorting tanker
Convoy "’ BENTE MAERSK from Pointe Noire p.m./21st
&c. E.T.A. Takoradi, dawn 26th FANDANGO, two

M.Ls escorting tanker CISTULA will he sailing 
p.m./21st as northbound TLDM convoy.E. T.A. 

Duala a.m./2Uth for onward routeing.
(B.N.L.O.W.Af.15U5/20)
Cancelled by 1515/21, q.v.

EXPRESS
C.D.2.

/ ».iy/zi

Departure l200Z/20th EXPRESS escorting CD2 
shift to W/T Organization for area J at 1700Z/2j>rd 
(C. in C.S. A. 17130/20 to Admty, Cdre i/c Durban, 
N.L.O.Port Elizabeth, N.L.O.East London).

A m os. Cancel A.M.1106/12, and ref. your 11U9/18.
CARNARVON CASTLE, CHESHIRE, and CILICIA, 
will he leaving U.K. with W.S.25 about 15th 

Dec. ASTURIAS should he sailed to U.K. for refit on relief by 
one*of these about the end of Dec.
(D.O.D.(F) 1811A/20 to F.O.C.W.Af).

/OSMOND___
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War Diary.
20.11.19U2.
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Gontd
OSMOND,
INGRAM.

Departure 19th Nov. U.S. jD© s 
(R.O. Pernambuco, 1905Z/20).

.OSMOND INGRAM.

Tankers. Your 2056/18th.
1. Oiler ORANGELEAF cannot be spared until 
arrival of ECHODALE. CISTULA requires

further repairs before ocean voyage, date of completion not 
yet known.
2.Intend sailing NORVTK and DRUPA about 21+th Nov. for 
Pernambuco. Escort will be provided part way.
5.Anticipate OLTENIA and BENTE MERSK being ready at Freetown 
about 30th. Arrangements not yet clear for escort.
U.Rio de Janeiro has been asked if docking date of CORINTHIAN 
can be delayed to permit of MIJDRECHT being escorted Bahia. 
5.No details yet known regarding convoy referred to in 
Comsolantfor's l658/13th.
(F.O.C.W.Ai 1921Z/20 to Admty).

P.R.U.Dakar. 20th Nov. no change.

Pernambuco. bunkers with safe margin for Trinidad and sail
them earliest possible.
M.O.W.T.representative at Rio de Janeiro has been 
9.cLv*i sgcI(D. T. D. 1956A/20 to B.R.L.O, Pernambuco) 
(2002+A/20 to B.R.L.O.Rio).

urgent assistance — Siminsen Master.
(Simonstown W/T 2030Z/20).

Simonstown departure 1750Z/20th.
F.F.LEOPARD for Port Louis, Mauritius. Route R.o 
to position (6 ) thence through
( A) 028.30 S. 01+5.00 E.
(B) 022.30 S. 056.00 E.S. of A. 15 knots. Shifting to W/T organization 
for area J at 2300Z/22nd and N.U. at 1900Z/2l+th 
(C. in C.S.A. 21010/20 to Admty,C. in C.E.F. 
etc).

(C. in C.S.A. 21p6c/20 to Admiralty (r ) Com i/c 
Durban).

(p « " ™  1 OI.T -7/on t n  w f1 y u N.C.W.N.T. F.
Admty, N.O.I.C.Casablanca, Air H.Q.Gib)

Congestion
at

To relieve congestion in port request you will 
select five coal fired ships to take minimum

?COLUMBINE.

7 *  *

The following has been read from O.N.A. from 
ZSQX(Shijfs name undecypherable in W.R.)
Noon nosition. 258 miles bearing 166 from 
oosition B drifting totally disabled require

LOUISE
MOLLER.
Survivors.

My 1216C/18 Nov. Survivors state_ LOUISE 
MOLLER sunk in approx. p0.50 S. p5.5U E. at 
0530G/1 3 Nov. by U-Boat about 1000 tons with 
large gun forward,small gun aft, and European
crew.

/SS...
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War Diary. Friday.____
FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.
SS.PIERCE PIERCE BUTLER (U.S.) torpedoed at 1100Z/20th
BUTLER. in 029.55 S. 0 3 6.UI E. Further details
.  ̂ not available.

(?o. in C.S.A. 21U6C/20).
Independently routed from Baltimore to Mombasa an 
Suez.
(D.O.R. 1191)
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War Diary.
20.11.1942.
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
Operation All merchant ships arrived. Escorts entering.
"Stoneage" (V.A. Malta 0031A/20.)

DULVERTON, HURWORTH, BEAUFORT, TETOOTT, BELVOIR 
and PINDOS arrived.
(V.A. Malta 0105A/20.)

Transports BANTAM (?DENBIGHSHIRE) MO0RMACMOON, ROBIN 
LOCKSLEY arrived.

(S.T.O. Malta 0130/20.)
^.EURYALUS, ALDENHAM, EXMOOR, CROOME and HURSLEY arrived. 
(V.A. Malta 0200A/20. ) ■*- & , , .. * . ,>Af//vv;

P.211. Available. 4400 gallons fuel. 26 rounds
ammunition. 8 torpedoes but 3 suspected. 4 
tubes. Large T.L.C. depot ship laden petroleum 
sunk in 30.23 18.48.,also 4 various. Suggest 
working westward coastwise.
(P.211 0101A/20 to Capt. S.10. (R) C. in C. Med.)

U/Bs. U-Boats were sighted by aircraft today 19th in
035° 14* 015° 20’ and 034° 50' 016° 22'.
(Capt. S.10. 0101A/20 to TRAVELLER, THRASHER.)

K. M.F. 3. My 1701Z/18. Escort for Oran section QUIBERON, 
QUENTIN, QUALITY. Ocean escort and AVON VALE 
to Algiers. WESTON pass my 1701Z/18 to destroyers. 
(N.C.X.F. 0535Z/20 to WESTON, QUIBERON (r ) Capt.
S.8th S.F. A.O.C. Gibraltar. Escorts of Convoy 
M.K.F.3, (9K.M.F.3) Admty. F.O.I.S. F.O.I.C.
Oran. Cdre. Algiers. F.O. C.N.A.)

AUDUN.
ZAAN,
SAYONARA.

Request you will sail AUDUN and ZAAN ex T.E.5 to 
Algiers and Bougie respectively at next opportunity 
and SAYONARA to Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 1000Z/20 to F.O.I.C. Oran. (R) Cdre. 
Algiers. N.O.I.C. Bougie. S.O.I.S.)

ST. DAY. Your 1152Z/18. Weather conditions experienced
at Bougie during past few days are such that I 
consider tug is essential for efficient working of 
port. Propose therefore to retain ST. DAY.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie 1003A/20 to F.O.I.S.)

P.R.U. Toulon 1240/19. Since 18th Nov. 2 S/Ms 
departed Mourillon Yards, 1 now in Petite Rade 
heading towards entrance channel, other not seen, 
1 S/M chaser departed.
P.R.U. Marseilles 1300/19 2 M/Vs 300/350’ 

departed since 18th Nov.
P.R.U. Etang de Berre 1 tanker 485’, 5 M/Vs 280/460* arrived 
since 8th Nov. 9 tankers, 15 M/Vs now present.
(D.D.I.C. 1053A/20 to C. in C. Med. C.O.I.S. Alexandria.
V.A. Malta. N.C.X.F. F.O.C.N.A. (R) H.Q.C.C.)

P.R.U. of
French
Ports.

/K.M.S.3
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20.11.1942. 
Friday.____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
For Odre K.M.S.3. Tankers BRITISH CHIVALRY and 
CARDIUM to join Oran section. Following tankers 
will join convoy with Mediterranean escort p.m.

21st. DINGLEDALE for Algiers, BROWN RANGER for Bone.
(2) Cdre. Algiers pass to Bone.

(N.C.X.F. 1105Z/20 to BLACK SWAN. (R) F.O.C.N.A. etc.)
My 1846/19 (See N.A.) Amend position Q to read 036° 53* N 

002° 54* E.
2. Cdre. Algiers pass to Bone, Philippeville, C.G.12 Air Corp, 
and A.C.O. Eastern Command.

(N.C.X.F. 1215Z/20 to BLACK SWAN, F.O.I.S. F.O.I.C. Oran. 
Cmde. Hirota, N.O.I.C. Bougie. N.O.I.C. Philippeville. N.O.I.C. 
Bone. (R) Admty. NASTURTIUM,C.G.12 Air Corp A.C.O. Eastern Command)

War Diary.

K.M.S.3.
iLhXi*

UNA sails 1130A/20 through F keeping north of 
line F to D through B thence to patrol Gulf of 
Tunis. Keep south of line D to F.
(Capt. S.10. 1107A/20 to P.35. TURBULENT. (R) 
S/Ms on patrol.)
Departure UNA.
(V.A. Malta 1133A/20.)

P.221 reports traffic appearing to approach from 
westward hugging Cape Blanc. E-Boats encountered 
at night, much air activity including S/M search. 
(Capt. S.10. 1109A/20 to UTMOST.)

Two tugs are on their way hut will make slow 
progress. It may not he practicable for you to 
enter (?Great Pass) until weather moderates.

You should consider riding out gale hove to stem to wind.
(C. in C. Med. 1130B/20 to ARETHUSA (R) C.S.15th. N.O.I.C. 
Alexandria.)
Have ARETHUSA in tow.
(PETARD 1345B/20.)
Am remaining hove to outside Great Pass during night. Your 

1035B/20 intend to retain PETARD A/S screen.
(ARETHUSA 1800B/20 to C.S.15. (R) PETARD.)
E.T.A. about midnight with ARETHUSA in tow 3 knots.

Request lights now and at intervals.
(PETARD 2040/20 to R.A. Alexandria. (R) C. in C. Med.
R.A. 15 C.S.)

Toulon. P.R.U. Toulon 1240/19. No change. Can Algiers
pass to Gen. Clarke?
(N.C.X.F. 1227Z/20 to Force H. F.O.I.S. (R) 
F.O.I.C. Oran. Cdre. Algiers.)

Bougie. Situation report 1300A/20. Enemy aircraft
suspected of laying two mines last night. 
Sweepers report negative results. OCEAN VISTA, 

CITY OF NORWICH, ARTEMUS WARD and EVIVA escorted by (corrupt 
group) should sail p.m. 21st. 10 L.C.M. 4 L.C.A. and 4 L.C.P.
R) arrived Jijelli 0100/20.
N.O.I.C. Bougie 1311A/20 to F.O.I.S.)

UNA.

$ UTMOST
information.

ARETHUSA.

/Landing,



MOST SECRET

War D ia ry .
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20.11.1942.
F rid ay .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Landing
c r a f t .

M editerranean -  Contd.

N .O .I.O . Bougie 1406A/20 to F .O .I.S .
T o ta l o f  20 lan d in g  c r a f t  s a i l in g  from J i j e l l i  
dusk ton igh t F riday  a r r iv in g  P h i l ip p e v i l le  dawn 
tomorrow Saturday.
Request you w i l l  in form  me o f  sa fe  a r r iv a l  and 
s a i l  a f t e r  dark fo r  onward passage to  Bone. 
(N .O .I.C . Bougie 1521A/20 to N .O .I.O . 
P h i l ip p e v i l l e .  N .O .I.C . Bone. F .O . I .S . )

Ships fo r  N .C .X .F ’ s 0935Z/18 para 7 n i l .
M .K.S.2. (N .O .I .C . Bougie 1411A/20. )

ALYNBANK S .O .I.S . 2130Z/18. Request you s a i l  ALYNBANK to 
jo in  K.M .S.3 fo r  passage to A lg ie r s .
(N .C .X .F . 1415Z/20 to F .O .I.C . Oran.)

S itu a tio n  Western d ese rt. Mersa Matruh ra ilw a y  tra in s
Report a rr iv ed  16 Nov. la t e r  p o s it io n  im proving ra p id ly .
N o.294. Derna j e t t y  and sm all p ie r s  f o r  l ig h te r s

undamaged Dema Pass blown, on ly fo o t  t r a f f i c  fo r  
at le a s t  th ree  days from 17th Nov.

(2 )  Own submarines (A ) TAKU rep o rts  that she sank a southbound 
escorted  tanker at 0804B/26 Oct in  38.04 N 25.27 E and a caique 
in  v i c in i t y  o f  Kupho and probab ly sank merchant ship a t 1056B/31 
Oct in  37.30 N 24.036-3 (a s  r e c e iv e d ) (24.88 E) P.44 rep orts  
probab le h it  on esco rt o f  the^Regolo C lass c ru is e r  h it  by P .46, 
(my 2001B/9) at 1649B/8 in  38.15 12.47 E (B ) UNA rep o rts  two 
h its  on th ree  c ru is e rs  and th ree d estroyers  at 0725B/10 the same 
fo rc e  as th a t h it  by&UTMOST at 1737B/10 (my 1912B/10; L a te r  R/C 
in d ica te s  no h its  on c ru ise rs  but each submarine probab ly sank 
one d es troyer . * r e c , o u o . /
(3 )  WELSHMAN a rr iv ed  M alta 1245B/18 w ith  s to res .
(4 )  Four merchant sh ips a rr iv ed  M alta 19th. *ARETHUSA'

r
'•< EURYALUS and 5th D.F. en tered Malta remainder 15th C.S. and 14th 

D.F. now re tu rn in g  to  A lexan dria .
(C . in  C. Med. 1434B/20.) . .

V isu a ls  Taranto, Messina and Naples, no change,
midday (N .O .I.C . Malta 1448A/20.)
20th Nov.

■ r . nn chance.

FORMOSA,
EROS and
CAMELIA
Swedish
r e l i e f
sh ips.

F o llow in g  is  a r e p e t i t io n  o f  my 1330/20 addressed 
A .I .G . 262 (b eg in s )
Pass G ib ra lta r  fo r  Greece at 1200Z/20 routed 
through p o s it io n  (a )  180 Spartevento Cape 20.
(b )  000 U stica  5 thence a long north  coast S ic i l y  
to  S t r a it s  o f  Messina. Speed about 12 knots. 
These ships have been g iven  sa fe  conduct (e n d s ). 
(N .C .X .F . 1450Z/20 to  S/Ms on p a t r o l . )

/URSULA...
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V/ar Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

20.11.1942. 
Friday.____

Mediterranean - Contd.
URSULA URSULA and P.54 sailed 20th for patrol in Gulf
P.54. of Genoa. Intend to retain operational control

»°f these submarines when east 008° E.
1 ( (Capt. S.8. 1506/20 to Capt. S.10. (r ) N.C.X.F.)

GUARDIAN (3) GUARDIAN has started laying southern section
netlaying. A T baffle. On completion northern section from

breakwater extension will be laid and subsequently 
existing French A/S net will be reinforced by 

A T curtain using French material. GUARDIAN will also prepare 
with material in LEONIAN l-g- sets marble nets for ship protection. 
My 1531 part 3 follows.
(?S.O. Force H 1531Z/20 to ? ) W.R. Note: other parts not 
received.

Force H (l) Force H will sail 0900Z/21 Nov. and operate
Oran. to southward of Balearic Islands.

(2 ) Berth arrangements at Mers El Kebir.
(3; Baffles and nets.

(4) Harbour defence asdic material is in port but records and 
drawings were lost in HARTLAND,H.D.As and loop minefield will 
require resiting as existing A/S net fouls position shown in
T S G. 12 plate 3. Available 5 pound charges are exhausted and 
fresh supply required immediately.
(5) FURIOUS^cruiser, and destroyer have been refuelled from 
ABBEYDALE who now has following amount remaining fuel oil 5300 
tons diesel oil 480 tons aviation 100 Octane 148667 gallons.
No information is yet available of any oil storage ashore.
Daily expenditure of fuel at sea by Force H as composed at 
present is 2000 tons, consequently another oiler is an immediate 
necessity for operating Force H from here.
(S.O. Force H 1536Z/20 to N.C.X. F. )

K. M. F. 3.
$j>yl

Cdre. Algiers 1746Z/19 does not apply to Oran 
Section. Pass to Commodore.
(N.C.X.F. 1603Z/20 to S.O. escorts of convoy 
K.M.F.3. (R) Cdre. Algiers.)

Brief
Situation
Report for
Area West of
Algiers
2002Z/20
S/Ms excepted.

(2) T.E.5 036° 37’ 000° 52' E 070° 7.
(3) K.M.F.3 passes Europa Point approx. 0100Z/21 
routed through 28.82 2 speed 13.
(N.C.X.F. 1609Z/20.)

S/M
situation.

/ S/Ms...

In Western Med. at 2000Z/20.
(N.C.X.F. 1614Z/20. ) See Lion Copy.
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— :----------- 16I4z/20tn - November
MESSAGE INDate 2P01?..42 

Rood. 0305
From N.G.X.F.

i

___________ NcT/al Cypher (S ) by nV/P

of H.M.S. URSULA.

Addrossod Ships and Authorities in Area G.
IMPORTANT

Submarine situation in Western 
Mediterranean at 2000Z/20.
1. H.M.S. URSULA (?36) 3C north 04 06 west
proceeding through 180 degs Gape Do Gaia 5 miles 
(?225 dogs) Cape Fa'los 5 miles tnonce direct to 
(?Philippevillo) surface speed 8 knots, ^ ̂ ,

(?i-) 54 by same route 40 miles astern

3. (’H.M.S. THUNDERBOLT) passing Europa
Point 2030/20 escort to 180 degs Gape palabunas JO 
then unescorted through 180 degs Gape Do Gata10 
and (?135 dogs) Cape Palos 10 surface speed 10 
knots.

(Group omitted) (?P) 221 38 24 north 
07 09 east through 38 50 north 03 01 cent thence 
245 degs surface speed 11 knots.
5, All above submarines diving by day 24
(’knots).
6 P.51 36 30 north 02 38 west proceed to
(’Gibraltar) (?on surface) 84 knots 5 miles
Spanish coast.

16 LIZ/20
Advance copy Duty Capt., 
D.0.D.(F),D.D.I.G.

A.C.N.S.(F)(2) 
N.A.lst S.L. 
Capt. Pirn. 
D.O.D. (H)(2) 
D.O.D. (F)(2) 
D.D.O.D.(M) 
Duty Capt.(2) 
D.D.I.C. (2)
D. of plans(2) 
D.//S.W.
Hd.
I.P.(2) 
D.T.D.(M)
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Cancel (?previous) instructions for approach to 
Malta. *'EURALYUS and 8 Hunts leave Malta easthound 
at 0900A/21. * fcyS" T
(A) TURBULENT and P.35 are 'to wait dived within 
3 miles of (?035°) 44* 014° 04’ and 035° (?46’)

014° 13* respectively. P.35 proceed ?on the surface after dawn 
to reach her position. Submarines are to surface at 1130A and 
proceed to R/V with sweeper at end of searched channel at 1330A/21 
(B) THRASHER and^TRAVELLER route as in my 2157A/19. Remain east 
of THRASHER 016°. TRAVELLER 016° 30’ until 1600A (?21) thence 
R/V with sweeper at end of searched channel at 1101A/22.
TRAVELLER keeps north THRASHER south of a line 230° from end of 
searched channel.

S/Ms
approaching
Malta.

(Capt. S.10 1641A/20 to TURBULENT. P.35. THRASHER. TRAVELLER.)

P.247. Leave patrol after dark 21st Nov. through 037°
36' 010° 41' and A to make landfall off Marittimo 
thence B to F to R/V with sweeper(s) at 1038A/23. 

■*UNA's route night 21st 22nd from B through 037°
46' 011° 15' and 037° 32’ 010° 41'.
(Capt. S.10. 1715A/20 to P.247. (R) S/Ms on patrol) 
* S— ./j,!

M.Ls. N.C.X.F* s 1644A/4.
(2) M.Ls 1152, 1221 and 1225 sailed^Algiers for 
onward routeing in accordance with S.O.I.S’s 
1550A/16.//.T: V.
(F.O.I.C. Oran 1725Z/20 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F.)

Sink at K.189. Commencing 0800Z/21.
sight area. The area within Mediterranean within which ships

may be sunk at sight without warning by all surface 
ships submarines and aircraft is extended to cover 
the whole of the Mediterranean except:

(a) Turkish territorial waters, (b) The area to west of the 
line running from Franco-Spanish border along edge of Spanish 
territorial waters to a point 3 miles 090° from Cape de Creus 
(042° 00’ N 003° 19* E) thence to 039° 46' N 004° 50* E thence 
180° to Algerian coast.
(2) Neutral ships entering this area with permission of United 
Nations will be granted safe conduct alongside a defined route 
only and will burn navigation lights and wear illuminated 
national colours. Such movements will be promulgated.
(3) As a temporary measure only, French warships or merchant 
ships proceeding to south or west, W of longitude 006° 00' E are 
not to be attacked unless otherwise ordered.
(4) The following Swiss charted ships passed Gibraltar eastbound 
for Genoa on (?18th) showing routed through west of Inviza, 10* 
north of Cape Hisaleria Minorca, 10' N of Revellata Point Corsica 
thence Genoa, ALBUAA 13th Nov. MARIA VICTORIA 16th Nov.
N.S. DEL CARMEN 17th Nov. LUGANO 18th Nov. MALOJA 19th Nov.
Ships to return by reverse of outward route and are not to be 
attacked.
(5) v.A. Gibraltar is to assume responsibility for promulgation 
of warnings under para 2.
(N.C.X.F. 1727Z/20 to All S & A concerned in "Torch”. V.A. Malta. 
(R) C. in C. Med. F.O.C.N.A.)

/ U/B..
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A/C report one S/M position 035° 58' N 018° 26’ E 
proceeding south submerged at 1425/20th.
(S.O. S/Ms Alexandria 1730B/20 to TRAVELLER, 
THRASHER. (R) Capt. 3.1. Capt. S.10.)

Fuel from DEWDALE in Bay when supplies exhausted 
from lighter alongside Aris L'Ames Est. On 
completion anchor as convenient in Bay. Escort 
group 36,23rd. Escort group and destroyer 
division 17 will be required for A/S patrol early a.m. Sunday, further signal following. LANCASTER instruct 

motor minesweeper to berth on VIENNA, North side of Mole de Passageurs. 45.',̂.
(Cdre. Algiers 1740Z/20 to Escort Group 36. 23rd. Escort Group 
Destroyer Division 17, BLEAN (R) F.O.I.S.)

BRAMHAM Sailed BRAMHAM 1830A/20 E.T.A. Bougie 2320A/20.
damaged. (N.O.I.C. Philippeville 1845A/20.)

Enemy aircraft bombing.
(BRAMHAM 1934/20.)
Have been hit by a bomb.

(BRAMHAM 1940/20.)
My position 290° Bougaroni 2.
(BRAMHAM 1942/20.)Following has been read. Addressed: Algiers W/T. Holed 

by bomb aft and flooded up to No.114 bulkhead (?P.C.S.) 270° 
Bougaroni 1, 270° 10 knots. Intend to try and make Bougie,
E.T.A. 0500A/21. Have 9 casualties through being severely burnt.

(BRAMHAM 2045A/20, amended 2303A/20.)
Send ALARM to stand by BRAMHAM damaged in position 290° Cape 

Bougaroni 2.
(BULOLO 2101A/20 to Bougie (R) BRAMHAM.)
My 1545Z/20 (N.T. in W.R.) Add to shipping protection signal for 21st. Nov. BRAMHAM damaged 2 miles off Cape Bougaroni. 

Movements will be signalled when known. Request fighter protection if possible and day fighter protection priority 2 from 
dawn. N.O.I.C. Bougie pass to R.A.F. Jijelli.

(Cdre. Algiers 2117/20 to A.O.C. (?Eastem Air Command.)
F.O.I.S. 2101A/20. ALARM not required.(BRAMHAM 2136A/20 to Bougie (R) S.O. Spare Force No.9.
ALARM.)BRAMHAM damaged proceeding Bougie at 10 knots. E.T.A. 

0500/21. You are to proceed in accordance with my 2136A/20, 
disregard BRAMHAM 2045A/20.(Algiers W/T 2154A/20 to Inshore Squadron. BRAMHAM.)

My 2045A• Amend E.T.A. to read 0400. Have following 
passengers on board.

(BRAMHAM 2303A/20 to F.O.I.S. (R) N.C.X.F. Cdre. Algiers.
N.O.I.C. Bougie.)

War Diary.

U/B.

Escort
Groups,
fuel.

Movements. Algiers arrivals from Jijelli, M.L.444 escortingL.C.T. numbers 135, 160. Departures to Oran DEPTFORD, COLTSFOOT, F.S. Chaser escorting F.S. 
FALCON. To Philippeville French Sub. Chaser 
escorting F.S. LES ISSEES. To Gibraltar TARANA. 
(Cdre. Algiers 2050Z/20 to Admty.) —

/TRAVELLER...
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Unable to arrive before dawn 23rd Nov. 
(TRAVELLER 2144A/20 to Capt. S.10. (R) C. in C. 
Med. etc.)

Withdrawing 40 miles. Unsuccessfully attacked 
third Italian U-Boat making arrival point 180° 
Imperatore Point 1.5 miles within last 24 hours 
on course 050° thence 090°.^*CITTA DE SPEZIA 
armed merchant cruiser entered harbour 0900A/18. 
One torpedo left.
(P.228 2228A/20 to Capt. S.10. (R) Capt. S.8. 
TRIBUNE, STURGEON. ) ^  c H  > S/f

1.117 20 Nov. C.S.R. Malta. Night 19/20.
Safe arrival at midnight of our convoy was 
protected by 7 Beaufighter intruder sorties over 
aerodromes and 15 Wellington bombing sorties on 
aerodromes in Southern Sicily. As a result no 

attack was made on convoy during the night and there was 
continuous air raid warning over Southern Sicily. 1724, 4 
raiders having failed to find our convoy east of (?Malta) 
approached Island. 2 Beaufighters were airborne (see my A.I.114) 
but enemy jettisoned bombs in sea and returned.
52 Spitfire sorties have been made of which 28 were on 
interception patrol 16 to protect friendly and 8 on R/C patrol.
No enemy aircraft crossed the coast. 0525, 4 Spitfires were 
airborne on interception but raiders turned back before reaching 
Malta. 1224, 15 Me.109s probably on R/C approached Malta at 
great height and were intercepted north of Island by 8 Spitfires 
who forced raiders to turn back without crossing coast. 1335 to 
1620, 16 Spitfires were airborne for several raids which turned 
back before reaching Malta. 8 Spitfires were despatched on 
armed R/C patrols over Pantelleria and Lampedusa but ten-tenth 
cloud was encountered and no enemy aircraft or shipping were seen. 
Night 19/20th Nov. 7 Wellingtons were despatched to attack 
Catania aerodrome; 1 aircraft which did not locate Catania 
dropped 4 500 lb and ten 250 lb bombs on Augusta harbour 
20th Nov. 17 Beaufighters 3 carrying bombs and 3 torpedo 
Beauforts carried out offensive sweeps between Sicily and 
Bizerta. 1106 hours 1 section of 4 Beaufighters found 078°
Kuriat 32 miles 1 K/V 2000 tons course 270® speed 15 knots.
1 Beaufighter attacked vessel with 2 250 lb 3 seconds delay 
bombs scoring 1 direct hit amidships. All Beaufighters raked 
vessel with cannon and machine guns. M/V was left circling and 
on fire and was attacked again at 1525 hours by 3 Beauforts, 1 
probable hit with torpedo depth setting 9 feet, contact dropped 
from 60 feet range 1000 yards. M/V was later seen sinking and 
abandoned. 1237 hours 4 Beaufighters found 335° Cape Bon 55 
miles 1 M/V 5/6000 tons and 1 M/V 6000 tons 1 submarine course 
050° speed 10-15 knots. S S M crash dived. 2 Beaufighters 
scored near misses on larger M/V with 4 250 lb 3 seconds delay 
bombs dropped from mast height. All 4 Beaufighters raked M/V 
with cannon and machine guns and observed strikes on decks.
8 Spitfires airborne to protect the return of Beaufighters and 
Beauforts.
(A.H.Q. Malta, 2232/20, 2158/20, 2259/20.)

War Diary.

TRAVELLER.

P. 228

Malta
Air
Report.

/ S/M..
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My 1412/16.
(1) Your (?dispositions) are to include covering 
Tunisian coastal approach route to Sfax and 
Tripoli.

(2) Tripoli is of greater importance than minor ports and 
beaches in Gulf of (?Sirte) the most important of which is Burat. 
(C. in 0. Med. 2326B/20, 1209B/21 to Capt. S.10. (R) N.C.X.F.
V.A. Malta.)

T.E.5. E.T.A. T.E.5, 06002/21.
(LANCASTER 2359Z/20 to N.O.I.C. Algiers (R> 
F.O.C.N.A. )

S/M
Patrols.
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East Indies.

W. S.23. 1 Owing to "bad coal and other causes EMPRESS OF
G.M.25. RUSSIA ex W.S.23 is unable to reach Bombay and

is now in Kilindini.
2. For similar reasons not yet fully ascertained 

SONTAY ex C.M.35 is unable to reach Aden and is being brought 
into Kilindini.
3.As Indian section of O.M.35 consists of DUNSRA only.She will 
be brought into Kilindini to sail with EMPRESS OF RUSSIA as
O. M.35 B. about 21+th Nov. Arrangements for onward passage of 
SONTAY will be promulgated when extent of her trouble is 
known.
P. S.T.O. Egypt is requested to state whether special priority 
attached troops in SONTAY.
(C. in G.E.F. 0701Z/20 to Gom. R.I.N. P.S.T.O. Bombay). Report 
Requested by Admiralty.
(D.T.D.1836A/23).

20.1 1 .191+2.
Friday.

HILDSSAY. HILD&SAY sailed for Tamatave routed through
positions:- A. 020. 00. 056. 1+0, B.,018.20, 
65O.OO S. of A.10 knots.
(N.O.I.G.Mauritius 0921Z/20 to Admty etc).

MARIPOSA.

Movements.

Request you will observe following route 
instructions on East Indies Station.(Details) 
(C. in C.E.F. 101+9Z/20 to U.S.S.MARIPOSA, (R)
G. in G.S.A. F.O.R.S.G.A. Gdre.i/c Aden.
Alusna Rio De Janeiro). Voyage cancelled.
See B.A.D.16313/21.

Arrivals 20th iov. REVENGE, BLACKMORE, DERWENT. 
Departures 20th Nov. ALBATROSS.
(F.O.E.A. 1217Z/20 to Admty).

Japanese One off Madras 16th Nov. may also have been
U-Boats. sighted in position 010. N. 081 E. 18th Nov.

One by D/F fix 009° N. 095° E.18th Nov.
(0. in G.E.F. 1321Z/20, 13313/20, to S. and A. 
E.I.Stn).

Guns ex 
Hr RESOLUTION.

Your 1315/30. The four 6" guns ex RESOLUTION 
should be returned to U.K. for re-arming 
A.M.Gs. Two mountings should be retained for 
gunnery school and the other two returned to 

U.K. as convenient.
2.Pass to G.G.S.Pretoria and G.O.G.G.A. 
(D.N.0.1331+A/20 to G. in G.E. F.).
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Following signal has been received from C. in C. 
Eastern Fleet (quotes 1421/26/10 q. v.)
(2) There have been several instances of raiders 
in visual contact with H.M. Ships escaping 
through difficulties of identification and it is 
therefore desired to do everything possible to 
minimise error in this respect.

(3) It is considered that the disadvantages of this proposal are 
slight and the advantages considerable. It is accordingly 
proposed to approve it for all United Nations managed ocean 
going ships and your concurrence or remarks are requested.
(4) The letters should be as large as possible to allow of 
identification at a considerable range.
(D.T.D., Approved A.C.N.S. (t ) 0033A/20 to Cominch) Reply: 
Cominch, 1238/25.

Signal 
Letters on 
Sides of 
. ./Vs.

-^POTENTILLA,
X 0.N.S.144.

Your 11*49z/19th. On relief PONTENTILLA proceed 
(?St. Johns N.F.) for inspection and further 
decision as to localizing dry docking. Remainder 
escort proceed (?Argentia) fuelling St. Johns 
N.F. if necessary.
(C.T., 24. 0111Z/20 to Comtask 24.1.4).

Your OlllZ/20 acknowledged. ROSE has three survivors 
PRESIDENT SERGENT 1 (7D0MINA) 2. VERVAIN 52 from YAKA including 
three non cot cases. POTENTILLA 27 from MONTBRETIA 2 officers

A m

23 ratings, all Norwegian including 5 non cot cases and 2 
Engish ratings.

(C.T.U. 24.1.4.» 1151Z/20 to C. T.F.24 (R) Connav, Admty. 
Capt. (D) Liverpool, C. in C. Western Approaches, N.S.H.Q. , 
F.O.N.F. , C.O.A.C., Halifax, C.T.G. 24.7).
Your 115lZ/20th on relief (?disabled) ROSE, VERVAIN 

proceeding St. Johns N.F. to disembark survivors thence Argentia 
(?request instructions as to) EGLANTINE waiting and proceeding 
with other 2 or proceeding Argentia singly at your discretion. 

(C.T. 24., 1957Z/20 to C.T.U. 24.1.4 (R) A.I.G. 302 plus 
Capt. (d ) Liverpool).

OSTRANDER Following received:- From Lands end Radio.
"S” Report. Intercept 0714 G.M.T. 500 k/cs De WSL SSSS De?

A? K? 39.5 *? 52.32 W. , Abandoning ship.
Reception doubtful.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0816/20 to Admty).

Following received from lands End Radio.
Intercept 0736 G.M.T. 500 k/cs C Q from VCE (Cape Race Radio) 
Following from WSL (Amagansett Radio) KITE (OSTRANDER) SSSS 
39*55 N., 52.32 W., abandoning ship, can’t use I F, 0638 G.M.T. 

(C. in C. Plymouth, 0837/20 to Admty).
SS. OSTRANDER reports torpedoed and abandoning ship in 039° 

55’ N., 052° 32’ W., at C659Z/20.
(C.O.A.C. , 1158Z/20 to G. B 7 A).

U/B Following is C.E.S.F’s 1821/19* Submarine
Positions. estimate 0800Q/20th.

(Comnaveu, 0826/20 to Admty).

/O.N.S...
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Following is Connav’s 2100/19 (Connav Serial 19) 
addressed to Comnaveu for action and to S.O.(i) 
Kingston Jamaica, N.S.H.Q. , N.O.B. Bermuda, 
Commanders Eastern, Gulf, Panama, Caribbean Sea 
Frontiers for information:

Ships 0.N.S.144 Serial l8were YAKA, MOSCHA D. KYDONIEFS, MOUNT 
TAURUS, VAN DE VELDE, PRESIDENT SERGENT. Escort MONTBRETIA.
1 still unknown. Standard approx, position 54 N ., 37 W. All 
believed sunk.
(Comnaveu 0828/20 to Admty).

/0.N.S.144,
Ships Sunk.

A - / r <f »

ZWARTE
ZEE.

Presume you 
is not

S.B.N.O. Trinidad's l6l2/19th Nov. 
will advise Cominch that ZWARTE ZEE 
required New Orleans until later.
(S. B.N. 0. W.A. , 0929Q/20 to B.A.D. (R) Admty etc).

U/B U-boat by D/F at 0921Z/20th in vicinity 042° 30' 
N., 056° 30' W., accuracy within 30 miles 
frequency 10510 k/cs and group ENIGMA.
(N.S.H.Q., 1000Z/20 to C.O.A.C. , F.O.N.F. Opnav),

BRITISH
HAMILDOC.

Movements

BRITISH HAMILDOC overdue Georgetown.
(S.O.(I) Jamaica, 1011R/20 to Admty etc).

A-ts/~ /?»..»_ » )  .— *  j i  A .t T 'i& H i M o  Y ,

1800 G.M.T./20th Nov.
Summary. Ship Position Course Speed

ASTURIAS 0 7 ° N., 25° W. Patrol Blank
* BRIDGEWATER 1 0 ° N ., 3 1 ° w. 0 9 4 ° 12
*S / !d  K .1 4 12£ ° N., 2 5 i ° w. 289° 9

Movements. Arrivals U.S.S. MOFFETT U.S.S. BELKNAP, U.S. 
ALBEMARLE, U.S.S. MATAGORDA, U.S.S. GOLDSBOROUGH. 
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 1032Q/20 to S.B.N.0.W. A.)

Operation Your 2111/18 (Summary of names and flags of all
"Torch". foreign merships sunk or damaged at Algiers, etc)

The information is being obtained.
(D.T.D. , 1135Z/20 to Connav).

ANCHUSA 
H.X. 213.

My 1329z/19th Amend to read ANCHUSA sails 1C30/21S 
(F.O.N.F., 1222Z/20 to C.T.24).
My 1022Z/20 (I222Z intended) ANCHUSA routed through 
A. 53.37 N., 38.15 W. B. 54.30 N., 37*10 W. 
thence Great Circle to Londonderry in order to 

7 search for survivors of O.Ni>l44 en route. 
(F.O.N.F., 1907Z/20 to C.T.24 C.T. Group 24.7. 
Admty. ANCHUSA N.S.H.Q., Cominch, C. in C. W.A.)

/ATTACKER. ..
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San Francisco departed 1800Z/19 ATTACKER for 
trials.
(N.S.H.Q. , 1223Z/20 to Admty. (R) B.A.D. , C.O.P.C)

L.C• I • C. , 
5* A. L. S .

Sail 8 British L.C.I.C. and 3 B.A.L.S. when 
ready from Norfolk to Bermuda. S.B.N.0. West 
Atlantic is requested to issue onward route in 
accordance (?B.A.D’s) 1801Z/10 (N.T. inW.D.) 
and to report time of departure estimated S. of A. 
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1224Z/20 to Com.5).

Western
Support
Force.

Your 1920A/18 (Proposal to decrease attacks on 
North Atlantic convoys). Fully concur. 
Recommend this be placed into effect as soon 
as possible. (Cominch, 1337/20 to Admty).

U/B Fisherman sighted S/M approx. 046° 02' N . , 06l° 
37' W . , proceeding Northward at 1210Z/20th. 
(C.O.A.C., 1341Z/20 to GB 7 A  C.T.F. 24).

POTENTILLA attacked U-boat in 049° 1 7 ’ N . , 
(?045°) 22* W . , between 0830 and 1036z/20th 
when SS. lost. U-boat on surface initially 
reflected some oil. FIREDRAKE, U.S. Destroyer 
BADGER, POTENTILLA, VERVAIN, carried out sweep 
2 hours, (?no) result.

S. 1100Z/20th 049° 0 9 f N 
217° 7i knots, weather report.
(FIREDRAKE, 1432Z/20 to Connav (r ) C.T.F., 24- Admty etc).

U-boat sighted on surface dived 049° 08' N . , 043° 33* W. 
at 1519Z/20th. Contact (?not) regained, search abandoned after 
2 hours U.S. Destroyer BADGER in company. O.N.S.144 will steer 
270° for 4 hours during night.

(FIREDRAKE, 1729Z/20 to C.T.F. 24 (R) Connav, Admty etc).

0.N.S.144 
attack on

- I h S ItlV T tU U A  ;
w --------- - ~  ~

Now rejoining ON.S.., (?045°) 47' W. (A)

ROXBY. ROXBY in O.N.142 due Halifax Nov. 17th has not 
arrived. C. in C. W.A. *s 1509/12 not to B.R.L.O. 
New York refers.
(N.S.H.Q., 1446Z/20 to Admty. Connav, C.O.A.C. ,
F.O.N.F. , B.R.L.O. New York).

LARIAT Sailed H.M.R.T. LARIAT to Barbados for docking 
and onward passage Norfolk in accordance with my 
Il42/I4th Nov. E.T.A. Barbados 1200Z/21 Nov.
E.T.A. Norfolk 2000Z/3 December.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 1502Q/20 to S. B.N.O. W. A. , 
Admty. etc).

/A.F.D. Escort...



MOST SECRET

886
War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

20.11.1942. 
Friday.

America & West Indies - Contd.
ATTACKER San Francisco departed 1800Z/19 ATTACKER for

trials.
(N.S.H.Q., 1223Z/20 to Admty. (r ) B.A.D. , C.O.P.C)

L.C.I.C., Sail 8 British L.C.I.C. and 3 B.A.L.S. when
B.A.L.S. ready from Norfolk to Bermuda. S.B.N.O. West

Atlantic is reguested to issue onward route in 
accordance (?B.A.D’s) 1801Z/10 (N.T. inW.D.) 
and to report time of departure estimated S. of A. 
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1224Z/20 to Com.5).

Western
Support
Force.

Your 1920A/18 (Proposal to decrease attacks on 
North Atlantic convoys). Fully concur. 
Recommend this be placed into effect as soon 
as possible. (Cominch, 1337/20 to Admty).

U/B Fisherman sighted S/M approx. 02+6° 02’ N., 06l° 
37’ W., proceeding Northward at 1210Z/20th. 
(C.O.A.C., 1341Z/20 to GB 7 A C.T.F. 24).

0.N. S. 144- 
attack on 
U/B.

"ftuT&VTi ui-A

‘ ' f i  5 S / f.
POTENTILIA attacked U-boat in 049° 17' N., 
(?045°) 22' W., between 0830 and 1036z/20th 
when SS. lost. U-boat on surface initially 
reflected some oil. FIREDRAKE, U.S. Destroyer 
BADGER, POTENTILLA, VERVAIN, carried out sweep 

Vp* 2 hours, (?no) result.
145+, P.C. and S. 1100Z/20th 049° 09’ N.
217° knots, weather report.
(FIREDRAKE, 1432Z/20 to Connav (r ) C.T.F. , 24- Admty etc).

U-boat sighted on surface dived 049° 08’ N., 045° 33' W. 
at 1519Z/20th. Contact (?not) regained, search abandoned after 
2 hours U.S. Destroyer BADGER in company. O.N.S.144 will steer 
270° for 4 hours during night.

(FIREDRAKE, 1729Z/20 to C.T.F. 24 (r ) Connav, Admty etc).

* ’ 7  w ----------------- ------------Now rejoining ON.S. 
U  , (?045s) 47’ W. (A)

ROXBY. ROXBY in O.N.142 due Halifax Nov. 17th has not
arrived. C. in C. W.A. ’s 1509/12 not to B.R.L.O. 
New York refers.
(N.S.H.Q., 1446Z/20 to Admty. Connav, C.O.A.C. ,
F.O.N.F. , B.R.L.O. New York).

LARIAT Sailed H.M.R.T. LARIAT to Barbados for docking
and onward passage Norfolk in accordance with my 
Il42/I4th Nov. E.T. A. Barbados 1200Z/21 Nov.
E.T.A. Norfolk 2000Z/3 December.
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad 15O2Q/20 to S. B.N.O.W.A. , Admty. etc).

/A.F.D. Escort..
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America & West Indies. - Contd.
A.F.D. B.A.D.'s 2229/4 and 1629Z/18. Following proposals
Escort. for escorts of dock are based on A/S escorts

being required at New Orleans on 1st Jan.
(1) WITHERINGTON to be sailed from Halifax to 
reach New Orleans by 1st Jan. having recently

boiler cleaned.
(2) WANDERER to be sailed to reach Freetown by 4th Dec. or if 
this not possible to sail with WITHERINGTON.
(3) ^ILEX, WANDERER one sloop and two corvettes to sail from 
Freetown about 4th Dec. escorting convoy to Trinidad to boiler 
clean at Trinidad and arrive New Orleans by 1st Jan.**-*-*- /> iyx

-4(4) BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER if escort duty with LORD KELVIN7 
completed to arrive New Orleans to be ready 1st Jan. after 
boiler cleaning.
(5) C. in C. S.A. is requested to say if ALCANTARA can be made 
available as ocean escort and to fuel A/S escorts on passage. 
Admiralty are requested to say if any other ship is available 
for this duty and to arrange for a tanker to R/V in order to 
conserve fuel in ocean escort,.
(F.O.C.W.A, 1531Z/20 to B.A.D. , C.O.A.C., C. in C. S.A.,
Admty. S.B.N.O.W.A., S.B.N.O. Trinidad).

. BUTTERMERE, Intend sailing BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER to comply 
WASTWATER. with N.S.H. Q. Ottawa's 2025/18th. Trawlers will

remain with LORD KELVIN until completion of 
repairs and then escort her to Halifax.
(S.B.N.0.W.A., 1542 Z/20 t o Admty).

U/B S/M estimate 20th Nov. and U.S. Notice.
Positions. (C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1545/20, 1546/20, 1611/20,

1 6 1 2 /2 0 , 1 6 1 3 /2 0 , 1 8 4 6 /2 0 ).

Cables Your 1702/18 (not received in Admty) Recommend
breaks - San Juan Kingston be repaired completion 
of present duties Santiago and thereafter repairs 
in Windward Isles. Escort will be provided. 
(C.C.S.F. , 1555Z/20 to S.B.N.O.W.A., B.A.D. etc) 
W. R. Note: Above message passed to Admty. by 
S.B.N.O.W.A., See S.B.N.O.W.A., 1812/22 Nov.

SAMUEL CHASE In view of my 1241/20 (No trace in 7/.R.) and the 
K.M.F. 4 postponement of "Backbone" propose to load and
C 1 4/ sail SAMUEL CHASE in K.M.F.4 and request

that SAMUEL CHASE be routed to United States by 
N.C.X.F. in next GU.F. convoy. For Admiral 
Bieri. Request approval.
(Comnaveu, 1622/20 to C. in C. A.F. (R) Cominch, 
Admty. Cinclant, A. F.H. Q.)

/MEADOWSWEET...
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MEADOWSWEET. Your 0759/20 (W.R. Signal requesting repetition 
of C.0.A..C's 1350/17) Following is a repeition 
of C.T.F. 24's 2347/16 (begins) - Action S.O.A.C. 
from C.T.F. 24 C. in C. W.A., 12132/16. Utilise 

MEADOWSWEET at your descretion until such time as necessary 
to have her arrive Argentia 20th Dec. Text message 2347Z/16 
(Ends).
(C.O.A.C., 1829Z/20 to Admty).

MILLTOWN, Have LISCOMB in company position 2 miles North
LISCOMB. of Gape George steering 060°. In view of your

1759B/20*suggest we sweep between Port Hood 
Island and Cape Tormentine covering Northumberland 
Strait.
(MILLTOWN, 1931Z/20 to (corrupt groups) Capt.
D. Halifax). *N.T. in W.R.

EASTGATE,
U/Bs locating 
ships.

Master of SS. EASTGATE sailed Punta Arenas for 
Panama on 18th Nov. has expressed apprehension 
as to U-boats using H/F position reports for 
locating ships. Request you vail explain to him 
in sense of A. M. 1905/21/8 para. 9 and state our 
views unchanged.
(D.T.D., 1957A/20 to B.R.L.0. Cristobal).

BRILLIANT 
(torpedoed 
18 Nov. on 
S.C.109).

SS. BRILLIANT from S.C.109 anchored off 
Bonavista Bay due to weather. Further signals 
will follow.
(N.C.S.O. St. Johns 2003Z/20 to Admty).

B.Y.M.S. F.0. N.F. , 1516/19 and my 2016/6. (re sailing
of B.Y.M.S. by great circle to Londonderry).
In view of former signal propose to route all 
B.Y.M.S. via Halifax St. John’s and onwards via 

Iceland on favourable weather report. Do not intend to agree 
to any deck cargo being carried.
(B'.A.D. , 2128Z/20 to Admty).

Your 1516/19 see my 2128/20 to Admty.
2. Request C.0. S. be informed that 800 rev. giving 9 knots 
is economical speed for B.Y.M.S.

(B.A.D. , 2130Z/20 to F.O.N.F. )

Sub attack 
and sighting 
summary.

Para. A. WIDESTONE, PARISIMINA torpedoed sunk 54. 
30 N., 37*10 W., 17/18 Nov. MOSCHA D. KYDONIEFS 
and VAN DE VELDE my 2131/19 cancelled. WETASKIWIN 
sights sub. about 53*45 N., 44*45 W.,06492/19* 

*POTENTILIA attacks Sub. on surface 49.17 N., 45*22 
W. 0830 to 1036Z/20.*

*  & T tu ~ ^ >‘*1 - ov, Ut ^

", “S° « ’ ^  >  ■ ■4 8 \  /Para. B. . ..
§ \,. N .F. (A ($ w U - v ) _



MOST SECRET.

889

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

20.11.19U2.
Friday.

Sub attack 
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summary. 
Contd.

America & West Indies—  d*>-n.75̂
Para. B. ROTHELEY U. 1+5 type. Unidentified 
attacked 39.55 N. , 52.32 W., 0659 Z/20.
Para. C. U.S.A.T. SAMUEL GRIF8IN sights sub.
001+8 S. , 1+5.10 W., 1730Z/17. C.G.R. 11+0 Y.P. 
attack periscope and sound contact 32.38 N.,
79.38 W., 1955Z/19. P.C. 1+90 attacks Sub. on 
surface 31-20 N. , 79.1+5 W., 1010Z/20.

Para. D. P.C. 677 attacks contact 15*59 N. , 87.1+5 W. 161+5Z/19. 
Tug NANCY MORAN sights sub. on surface 1+5. 29 N., 66.07 W. » 0915Z/ 
19. Fisherman sights sub. course North 1+6.02 N. , 61.37 W. , 
1210Z/20. A.M. 92. sights periscope 31.52 N., 80.38 W., about 
2000Z/20. C.G. Station sights sub. 1+2.57 N. , 70.35 W. 1622Z/20. 
(Cominch, 2150/20).

O.N.S.ll|i+ Numerous transmissions on 10510 k/cs indicate that
you are still being reported.
(N.S.H.Q. , 22502/20 to C.T.U. 21+.18.6 C.O.A.C. 
F.O.N.F. , (R) Admty. S. B.N.O.W.A. , U.S.C.N.O.)
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Australia and New Zealand.
Movements. Arrival Auckland U.S.S. AMERICAN LEGION.

(S.O.(l.) Wellington, 0040M/20 to Admty.)

Details of action with raiders on 11th Nov. 
(N.O.I.C. Fremantle, 0753/20 to Admty.)
See Lion and Tiger Copies.

Digest serial No.302 November 19th.
Two small merchant vessels 2000 - 4000 tons Buka 
Passage noon 19th where considerable equipment 

reported landed including fuel, ammunition, railway lines, 
trucks, engines, motor lorries, power rollers, abundant building 
material.
(2) One destroyer sighted in Vitiajz Strait heading north 
morning 19th while one cruiser, one destroyer reported hove to 
off Finschaffen during afternoon and later proceeding north.
Also two possible light cruisers reported 5° 36* S. 152° 5’ E. 
course 30° morning same day.
(3) Australian forward troops in contact with enemy near Gona 
and others approaching Soputa while American troops have 
contacted enemy at Cape Endaiadere.
(4) Bad weather considerably hampered air operations during day 
which were limited R/C in New Guinea area.
(5) 15 enemy fighters one bomber observed Lae Aerodrome and 
pinnaces operating in Harbour.
(6) Two Beaufighters attacked Manatuto (Timor) and two other 
Baucau during 19th.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A., 2115Z/20 to Admty., etc.)

BENGAL,
0NDINA.

Situation.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
1300A/20 estimates.
(D.D.I.C., 1456A/20, 1507A/20.)
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ME S S A G I N
Erora: N.0.1.0. Fremantle 

-------Da R AM CYPHER (X) by Cable

Date: 21.11.42. ,
Rood. 1108

. AUtu’essoa: ^ ::lir?ltjy^, ideated  Australian
• ■°̂ .-u-*onv/e ' ltli navel Board.

tt ]..T ;ii/^/.L<3. _ At 1125/11 November
poo** Ao’JA ' /^ ^ ti.//^ ' E-^er ONDINA wore steering
v esA N °U oA  st°hbdn A f  ,two »r3bant020 do- ■ ta h  o /  "a* pairing 220 clegs, oourse 
r o o d s f ' c d f  PA pX X  ra,U ? n ft-n t. V is ib ility  
r A A  ' A  i V> / A t / 1 A ;illsngA  "ild received no
'b iin^rA fciep^Seri11̂ ^ ^ / - ' ? ^ ^  to starboard, to
li^epenaentlv. ONDINA to act-1- _ a _" '*-ar • i*0 uwou to IN I I .'5 J
Passed BENGAL turned 180 a ay A  to ensace v»W»v 
one. j-oaoer two did not fire  and keut°c'om“ u'/'1
S W  So/ ffirf  °Ushort ,pd A n -r A a  dpeniiTg lir e  BENGiL' S shots f e l l  L j u  o: oiha;s over .w i th  sights set to

P. Qsoon as signal had been

iiA h  l f t % c o X / > X ! X i X A 7 4  .oHDiNA'a fierce fim  f t  iS 1!: A 1 ™  af f 6areQ to causefierce  fir
gun on ONDIN

lb. ONDINA1S. , - ma appcarc
tnon ^irectod. f ire  o f one 

tAA scored five more hits in

f  d SA vgL  U  a f :-P}l exception o f foremost -ama  the ftem . Up to this time OMDljlA Aad
hottopmast md aeri 1 e onr>+  ̂ . - —  —

out of action m f  " 'a  * ,0li SGGfng raider one
•nd onened fir^ J~ r - ^ ’a0 ?}?°eCi,-LP® tne Southward 

nnant he-r A ,.flt/0FeQ 00 ..Southward toturned + pr f 12ndMw'1?,. ^ t  g iria sen on f i n  UL; ul° Nortn East and dropped sn Lr. Jj
smoke floats.
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ii.T/ this
Raider then

time BENGAL was lost to sight from 
ONDINA who thought she was sinking.' 
shifted f ir e  to OILDINA who was repeatedly h it 
and her Captain k illed . ,d l ammunition being 
expended ONDINA hoisted wLrdo^lag and as 
firing- continued ai^ndoned ship. ' Raider 
appro: Lhed ̂ to 1500' yards machine gunned boats 
k illin g  Chief Engineer and three Chinese crow and 
nib'ORDINA with two torpedoes. She then went 
ao position o:; iv 1 dor one’ s sinking. '-'arty 
minugo,3 la ter she returned tc ONDINA and fired  
another toipedc^ wKich massed.. She then made o f f  
gp. IJcrth Eostvrrcls, f t  1630 Second O fficer arid 
nira Engineer with Gunlayer and three o f cref

.Of© IN A hd engines, intact and correctedboarded
oo nogs. lisa . At 1300 remainder o f crew returned 
t? ship • and it  <3200 proceeded fo r  Fremantle. A 
iiro _ in  forecastle was extinguished. ONDINA'sank' 
a l l  5egret books and documents in'weighted bags.

'.rtn shallow. Following members o f 
u h iit f ’ S crew ippo-ir to have warranted special 

•-> fie  L is ter Hcrsman (k illed ) Second 
u m cer fakker Third Engineer Leys Gunlayer Able 
Seaman :iamend R.A.N.R. Quartermaster Ah .Kong.

m

07532/20

<f.v nee

1st Lord 
1st S-.L.(2) 
4th S.L.
V.C N 3r\ pj-a J e 1 ! <
■ P  Taj c; { m \

— i  O \ J  9  i s  # U  a \ . .. J

A. C.i!. ‘ . {V/)
1 of C T,
- -  ^ v  a  kD  o  J _ j  d

Cant 
Ops.(3) 
O f). ( b)
D. M . G ) 
D. T.D.(m)Ti m *n ( i c >
D.T.jC. CO) 
O.I.C. (,,)

D.P,D.
D„S.Do v2)
M.(2)
IT Q T\T (  a '1- o D  o 1 1 • \ f  ^

Ad. Arbuthnot 
Car. Holbrook 
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u, C; / sp
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