
1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-
HJME COMMANDS (Classification by subjects)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom
MovementsOperations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
Mining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

FOREIGN STATIONS (Class ification 
by stations)

North Atlantic South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East Indies
America and West Indies Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed temporarily, e.g. when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary■commences:-

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by OperationsDivision, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).
(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports

(1 September 1943).
(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)

(1 September 1943).
(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition

of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships: from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941).

(e) paily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by AirMinistry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)
(g) pally operations Report for First Lord (prepared

by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
v.

(i) List of Convoy letters.
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War Diary.

SITUATION REPORT.
Tuesday.

Home Commands.
Italian
M.V.
CORTELLAZZO
sunk.

At 11+27Z today EGRET escorting convoy K.M.F.U 
in i+3° 58' N. , 20° 22’ W. (about 500 miles W. of 
Finisterre) sighted the Italian blockade runner 
CORTELLAZZO. The ship altered course, but 
stopped and signalled a false name when QUICKMATCH 
and REDOUBT chased her, and she then hoisted the 
white flag. Owing to the state of the weather and 
lack of escort vessels EGRET ordered her to 
abandon ship and REDOUBT sank her in 43° 40’ N.
20° 14' W. at 1707Z.

GLAISDALE and the escorts of convoy P.YV. 2 5 6 had 
an engagement with enemy E-boats in the early 
hours of today off Start Point. A/S trawler 
JASPER was torpedoed and sunk in 50° 10^ ’ N.,
3° 48^’ W. , and M.L.184 was damaged and proceeded 
to Falmouth. A/S trawler CORNELIAN also received 
some damage. One or two E-boats may have been 
damaged.

The tankers ANTARKTIS, MAX ALBRECHT and SPICH^REN 
were all seen in Perrol at 1305A today.
DOLFIJN was ordered to patrol in the Bay of Biscay 
and GURNARD was ordered to patrol as close as 
practicable to Perrol.

The R.A.P. laid over 1000 mines last month,
500 being laid in one week. The effectiveness of 
these operations is shown by reports of the drain 
on the enemy’s shipping.

V

North Atlantic.
QUEEN EMMA was unsuccessfully attacked by a 
submarine in 37° 13’ N., 3° 32’ E., at 2030A 
today.
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SITUATION REPORT.

South A t la n t ic .

BRIDGEWATER, searching fo r  survivors o f  SS. 
POLYDORUS (torpedoed 27 Nov) has picked up some 
survivors o f  CERINTHUS torpedoed on 9 Nov. in  
12° 27' N ., 27° k5* W.

I t  is  reported that SS. MOUNT HELMOS was 
torpedoed, sh elled  and sunk at O6IO /2I4. Nov. in  
26° 38* S. , 314-° 58* E. She did  not rece ive  her 
d iv ers ion  signa l from C. in  C. S.A. timed 1007/23 
Nov.

Medit erranean.

There were in term ittent a ir  raids on Bone from 
0100 to 0500 today. One merchant vesse l was h it  
but no serious dan age occurred.

MANXMAN MANXMAN reported a t 1702A that she had been
torpedoed. torpedoed and stopped in  36° 39’ N .,0 °  15 ’ E.
h  »■ (about 70 m iles N.E. o f  Oran). PATHFINDER

took her in  tow at 2350 and proceeded towards Oran

Further magnetic mines were la id  at B izerta 
and Tunis la s t  n ight, and W ellingtons attacked 
B izerta Docks and Trapani a ir f ie ld  and harbour. 
Beaufighters from Malta today are reported to  
have attacked, se t on f i r e  and blown up a 1000 
ton  southbound merchant vesse l 3 m iles south o f  
Hammamet, though another report sta tes  that the 
vesse l was seen at 0200/ 2 , s t i l l  b lazing  and 
exploding.

Operation Convoy M.W. Ik (k ships ALCOA PROSPECTOR, YORBA-
"P o r tc u llis "  LINDA, SUFFOLK, GLENARTNEY to which a f i f t h ,

AGWIMONTE was added) l e f t  p ort Said th is  afternoon  
fo r  Malta. ORION and 11 destroyers under Capt. (D) 
12 form the e sco rt . WELSHMAN l e f t  Alexandria -at 

jL/,aO-7GG/ 3  to overtake the convoy and proceed in
company u n til dark on 3rd then to Malta d ir e c t .

/M/-
Greek S/M PAPANICOLIS reports that she has sunk 
a 6,000 ton merchant ship and asks to be 
re ca lled  from patro l on account o f  a d e fe ct .

/B lack
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Black Sea. N.L.O. Black Sea reports that Russian surface

forces today sank a 10,000 ton tanker, two 
merchant vessels of 2000.^^000 tons and probably 
sank the Rumanian gunboatn 6uMl¥RESCU and two 
R-boats in the western part of the Black Sea.

Australia & New Zealand.
Allied air attacks have compelled the Japanese 
to abandon direct crossing of the Coral Sea 
(Rabaul to Papua) and to creep along the coast 
of New Britain and New Guniea. Even on this 
route the enemy has suffered considerable losses. 
Since the action in the Solomon Islands area 
of 13 to 15 Nov. in which the Japanese losses 
were so heavy 2 destroyers have been sunk and 
a light cruiser and 3 destroyers hit by aircraft 
on the coastal route.

Pour enemy destroyers located by air R/C off 
Cape Orford (S.E. coast of New Britain) this 
morning steering 250° were unsuccessfully attacked 
by aircraft today and tonight. One 100 lb. bomb 
hit was obtained on the bow of a destroyer.

HEEMSKERCK (Eastern Fleet) and ADELAIDE 
arrived at Premantle today.
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Task
Force
99.

Policy.
Task Force No. 99 hereby assigned for U. S. Navy 
ships operating under Comnaveu.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1744/1 to Comnaveu.)

Movements.
N

P.339 Clyde arrival P.339 escorted LA CAPRICIEUSE.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 0113A/1.)

JUNON. My 1721/30. Amend para (A) to read
JUNON 65° 10' N 3° 25* E to Lerwick on surface, 
9 knots.
(F.O.S. 0151A/1 to Admty.)

Area Iceland: BERWICK, SUFFOLK, 2 destroyers.
Area Scapa: DUKE OF YORK, KING GEORGE V, 
CUMBERLAND/GLASGOW, LONDON, NORFOLK, SHEFFIELD,11 destroyers. » ^
Area Rosyth: ANSON. •

Area Plymouth: ADVENTURE.
Area Gibraltar: NELSON, RENOWN, RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS, 
AURORA, ARGONAUT, CHARYBDIS, DELHI, SCYLLA, SIRIUS, 10 destroyers. 
Passage to U.K. BERMUDA, ARCHER.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1313Z/1 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

W.A. Situation at 2000A/1. Details.
Command. (C. in C. W.A. 1358A/1) See Lion Copy.

North
Atlantic
dispositions.

TUNA Your position estimated by R.D.F. 53° 5', 4° 54'
at 1545.
(Liverpool W/T 1545/1 to WHITE BEAR)

If you meet 5 L.C.T. northbound to Holyhead warn them by 
V/S that they may meet TUNA escorted by WHITE BEAR southbound 
tonight.

(C. in C. W.A. 1730A/1 to POPPY, CAMELLIA, CAPE PORTLAND.)

S/M At 0800A/2. Details.
Positions. (F.O.S. 1822A/1.) See Lion Copy.

BERMUDA. On parting company with STRATHAIRD proceed through
R. 50° 02' N 15° 16' W. S. 54° 59’ N 10° 00’ W.
T. 55° 25’ N 08° 28' W. thence through the 
Minches to Scapa.
(D.O.D. (K .) 1829A/1 to BERMUDA. )
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MOST SECRET IN
FROM: 0. in C. Western Approaches.

Situation at 200QA/1/12/42

Vicinity Oversay To Scapa
Section N.B,
'PENELOPE
E.N.G6 SAL-1 iPLLO Vicinity of Peircland To Loch Ewe 

SPURS Firth
DAMSisl

U.R. 52 ARAB
HUGH WALPOLE 
ANGLE
LAD! MADELEINE 
NORTHERN WAVE 
VTZALMA 
NORTHERN GBi

58 24 05 48 270° Cape Wrath 13 
miles thence 
59 01 07 05 thence 
61 51 15 00

8 "

O.N.S.U. J.
150 GAVOTTE

\

57 27 06 55 To %/V 270° Oversay 
6 miles

6i

Situation at 2QQ0A/l/l2/42
Section S.E,l

TUNA WHITE HEAR Vicinity Smalls To 180° Wolf Rock 10* 12

P.512
P.2I6

FOXTROT 56 37 07 22 To Clyde 10

PENELOPE Vicinity Oversay To Scapa 20
LANCASTER 51 28 08 20 To Milford 10
5 Auxiliary 
Craft -

Vioinity Milford Haven To Holyhead 6

ABERDEEN Sails Londonderry 0001A/2 Northbound to Tyne 10̂

O.N.S.0,150 Unescorted Sails Clyde 230QA/1 270° Over say 6 miles <7±  > 2

0.N.S.150 KIRXELLA 53 46 04 15 270° Oversay 6* thence 
55 30 15 02

Convoy unescorted 52 51 04 54 Northbound ei

| R.U,50 PAYNTER 55 21 06 13 
NORTHERN PRIDE

4 M/Vs NORTHERN PRIDE to Clyde

To Liverpool

•

8

O.N, S.M.150 DERBY COUNTY 
E3LIER II

53 50 04 54 270 7 Over say 6 miles 6i

M.K.S.2 BLACK SWAN 
1 Sloop 
7 Corvettes

55 2C 09 03 To 55 26 08 31 thence 
North Channel.

O.N.S.U.J.
150

GAVOTTE 57 27 06 55 To R / V  270° Oversay 
6 miles

6 ?

/Section N.W,
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Situation at 200QA/l/l2/42
Section N.W.

Q.P.1S.M,, MUSKETEER ' 
ECHO
FORESTER
IMPULSIVE
BSRGAJSDT
BRYONY
ERITOMART
EA.3AHD

61 23 11 51 To 60 01 10 15 thence 9 
OGL° Butt o f Lewis 7 '

H.X.216
C.T.TJ,
24,1.5

(E)

FTREDRAKE
SUNFLOWER
ALISfiA
PINK
LOOSESTRIFE

57 17 19 21 To 56 57 14 48 thence 9; 
56 27 08 29

S.C.110
C.T.U.
24.1.11

ST.LAURENT
BATTLEFORD
CHILLIWACK
EYEBRIGHT
NAPANEE
SHEDIAC
KENOGAMI
U.S.S.SCHENCK
U.S.S. BABBITT

57 41 29 22 To 56 28 08 32 7

Section
Situation at 200QA/1/12/42

S.W.

GRAPH P atrolling v ic in ity  43 35 18 40

1 ll/V 1 Corvette 41 40 14 32 To 42 01 14 45 thence 
49 02 14 46 6 i

M.K.S.2 A geranium
7 Corvettes 
HYDERABAD

42 28 14 46 To 49 02 14 46 f t

M.K.F.3
(E)

WESTON 
1 Destroyer 
4 Sloops 
ARCHER 
1 Corvette

54 30 12 21 To 55 28 08 30 thence 
North Channel

i  Wv DUNBAR 43 12 19 33 To 38 00 16 00 11

K.M.F.4 EGRET
3 Destroyers
1 Sloop
2 Corvettes

43 22 20 06 To 39 18 17 40 thence 
36 10 13 15

12

K.X.7 KPAXCWIAK
BLEASDALE
LAUDERD-AIiE
MFLBEEAK

50 52 10 57 to 50 35 12 58 thence 
46 00 14 00

7

/  0.N.149
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HOST SECRET 

PROM: P.O.(S)

MESSAGE 1822A/lst December.

DATE* 1,12,42. 
RECD: 1834

P/L BY SECRET t/ p

IN

ADDRESSED: Admiralty. \

202,
Positions o f  submarines at 080QA/2nd Deo ember end movements 

fo r  the following 24 hours,

(A) P 216 and P 512 escorted by FOXTROT arriving Holy Loch from 
North Channel.

(B) TUNA esoorted by WHITE HEAR v io ln lty  Hnrtl&nd Point due 
v io in ity  Wolf Rock at 1800/2nd Deoember thence unesoorted dived by 
day through 48 degs. 04* north 06 degs. 01 * west and 46 degs. 01' 
north 03 degs 01' west,

(C) SEALION 49 degs, 18' north 09 degs, 35* west dived by day to  
rendezvous in  180degs, Bishop Rook 15 miles with esoort fo r  onward 
passage to  Falmouth.

(d ) CLYDE 48 dogs. 55' north 13 degs. 22* west dived by day 
through 49 degs, 10* north 13 degs, 22* W,

49 degs. 50’ north 12 degs. 34* west and
49 dogs. 50' north 09 degs. 01' west thenoe to

rendezvous in  I80degs. Bishop Rook 10 miles, i  . , ft

(E) DOLFIJN v io in ity  44 degs. 45* north 03dags. 30' W.

(F) GRAPH approximate position  45degs. 50' north 16degs. 20* 
west course 060degs. speed 12 knots routed through 47 degs.01* north 
13degs, 50' wost at 2000 Sad, Deoember thenoe to northwards,

(G) JITION 63 degs. north 01 dogs, east probably on surfaoe
speed 9 knots fo r  Lorwiok,

(H) GURNARD 43 degs. 52* north 09degs. 20* west probably dived 
by day to Zone K 506.

1822A/1

A,C,N,3. (H) Advance oopios D.C, D.O.D.(h)
N .A,lst S.L.
Capt. rim,
D.O.D.; )(2 )
D.O.D,(v>(2)
D.D.O.D.(M)
D.C.(2)
D .D ,I.C .(2)
D. o f  P. (2)
D.A/S.W.
Hd. o f  U.
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h om e COMMANDS.

Operations.
Investigate unidentified plot in 11+6° Start 9 
at 0306, keeping clear of GLAISDALE's convoy in 
190° Start 4 at 0300.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0315A/1 to TYNEDALE).
E-boats in 170° 6 miles from Start Point, moving 
general direction 290°.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 0439/1 to TYNEDALE, GLAISDALE) 
Proceed with any M.L.s in company to Dartmouth.
(C. in G. Plymouth, 0823/1 to CORNELIAN, ELLES
MERE) • y f L...* * / S  ‘ /«J

At 0250/lst, when convoy P.W.256, comprising 4 ships, one 
tug and tow, and one barge, with escorts GLAISDALE (S.O.) 
CORNELIAN, ELLESMERE, JASPER, SASEBO, and M.Ls. 184, 179, and 
183 was in 168° Start 4, unidentified plots were reported in 
158° Start 10. TYNEDALE left Plymouth at 0330 to investigate.
2. Between 0300 and 0345 further plots indicated presence of
3 or 4 groups of E-boats in positions about 8 miles S.E.,
6 miles South, 11 miles S.S.W., and 11 miles W.S.W. of Start 
Point. Escorts were kept informed.
3« At 0354 GLAISDALE engaged 2 E-boats in 206° Start 11.
Between this time and about 0500 escorts, also TYNEDALE 
working to southward of convoy, engaged several groups of 
E-boats, enemy finally withdrawing to S.E. at about 0500.
4. Preliminary assessment of result of the engagement shows 
A/S trawler JASPER was hit forward by a torpedo and 
subsequently sank in 50° 10£* N., 3° 48̂ -' W. M.L. 184 has 
proceeded to Falmouth with damaged stern. CORNELIAN has shell 
damage to superstructure.
Convoy proceeded to Dartmouth and Salcombe, believed with only 
minor damage.
One or two E-boats may have been damaged.
5. It is considered that convoy was located by aircraft which 
carried out search over Lyme Bay between 0100 and 0130, and that 
the enemy force, which numbered not less than 8 E-boats,
assed South of Guernsey both outward and inward.
• Known casualties JASPER 1 Officer and 6 ratings missing.

4 ratings killed, 13 ratings in hospital with wounds or shock.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1807A/1 to Admty).

Patrols. PENYLAN,M. G. B. 615 M. T. B. 55 (S. 0.), and 56, are
to proceed to St. Helens Roads and anchor there 
before dark today.
2. If weather moderates they are to proceed 

to patrol between 50° 32’ N., 0° 40’ E., and 50° 25’ N., 00° 
00* E.
3« Return so as to pass E.A.5 buoy at 0800/2.
4. Codeword ’’Advent”.
5» CHA66£\ti($ 11 (S.O.) and 5 patrolling south of E.A.5 if 
weather allows.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1230A/1).
2 patrolling near E.A.5 buoy.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1505A/1).
M.Ls. 293 and 139 patrolling between D and C one buoys 

until 0330/3 when they move to Rye buoy.
(V.A. Dover, 1625A/1).

War Diary.

Engagement 
with E-boats 
JASPER sunk. 
CORNELIAN 
damaged.
M.L. 184 
damaged.

/Search...
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War Diary. Tuesday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Operations - Contd.

A.M. 05i|4/30th and subsequent A/C report. This 
vessel may be encountered. GRAPH has been 
ordered to 014-3° 35’ N., 018° 1|0 _ ’ W. to endeavour 
to intercept.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1230A/1 to Escorts K.M.F.U, 

u) DUNBAR).
' One unknown merchant ship bearing 114-6 ° distant 

9 miles sighted on course 190° now altered to 156° QUICKMATCH, 
REDOUBT chasing. My position 014-3° 58’ N., 020° 22’ W.

(EGRET, 1U21Z/1 to Admty)•
My 114-27. Ship stopped. Says she is Swedish NANKING. Is 

this correct.

Search for 
Enemy M/Vs. 
CORTELLAZZO 
sunk.
l-L+~/ £ u<*

(EGRET, 1510Z/1 to Admty).
Ship is armed. Suspect Italian ship CORTELLAZZO.

Flying white flag.
(EGRET, 1520Z/1 to Admty).
DOLFIJN proceeding to establish a patrol on line 070° 250° 

in the vicinity of O W *  14-5' 003° 30* W. Further orders forwarded. 
(F.O.S., 1556A/1 to S/Ms).
My 114-5 9/lst. To avoid K.M.F.I4- proceed forthwith through

OI4.5 0 01’ 018° 00’ W.
(F.O.S. , 1637A/1 to GRAPH).
EGRET reported an unknown merchant ship in approx. 0i+3°

58' 002° 22’ course 160°. Destroyer^ are chasing. Keep clear. 
(F.O.S., I6I4.9A/I to GRAPH).
N.A. Madrid’s 1714-8/30. If German Tanker MAX ALBRECHT 

lying at Ferrol sails, instructions in my OII4.O/ 9 Oct.apply.
(M. Branch, 1702A/1 to F.O.S., A.O.C. in C. C.C.)
Your 1510/1. Ship is not Swedish NANKING. Italian 

CORTELLAZZO is estimated to be in about this position.
(D.D.I.C., 1726A/1 to EGRET).Bearings of enemy emergency transmission in your vicinity 

at II4.3 8Z/I indicate that ship sighted was probably blockade 
breaker.
(2) Did enemy ship sight convoy, as she may have reported your 
position.
(3) GRAPH was ordered to establish patrol in 1+30 35’ N., 18° lj.0’ 
W. and may be in your area.

(D.O.D. H. , 17U7Z/1 to EGRET).My 1520Z. Vessel was Italian CORTELLAZZO. Owing to 
weather conditions and lack of escort vessels ordered her to 
abandon ship and REDOUBT pick up crew and sink her. Ship sunk 
in 01+3° 1+0’ N., 020° 12+* W. at 1707Z. Your 1 7 l4-7Z/lst, ship 
sighted convoy. Weather 3868 0757*

(EGRET, 1802Z/1 to Admty).
Add to my 1637. M.K.S. 2 P.C.S. at 1600/lst. 014-2° 01* N. 

01L° 50’ W., 000° 7i knots.
(F.O.S., 1808A/1 to GRAPH).
(l) Report your P.C.S. forthwith

(2) My 1 6 3 7 and 1808. From 014-5° 01’, 017° 59’ proceed on
surface to pass through position P. 014-7° 01’ 013 50’ at 2000/2.
(3) My 1614-9. For 002* 22' read 020° 22'.

(F.O.S., 18314A/1 to GRAPH).

AD-
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HOME COMMANDS.

Search for 
Enemy M/Vs. 
CORTELLAZZO 
sunk. Contd.

Operations—  / f ..
(1 ) Proceed on surface at best speed through 01+5° 
01*, 012° 26' thence direct zone K.505*
(2) German Tanker MAX ALBRECHT at Ferrol may sail 
at any moment, most probably for Bay of Biscay 
Port.
(3) Patrol as close as practicable to Perrol but 
do not enter Perrol Bay.

(4) Dive by day when within 20 miles of coast.
(5; Condition in my 1849/26th November SMZ 40 applied to MAX 
ALBRECHT. If unable to attack her, report and chase her.
(6) You may expect many U-boats on passage off north west 
corner of Spain. Take necessary precautions.

(P.0. S. , 18ijlA/l to GURNARD).
P.O.S. 1 8 3 W 1 -  My P.C.S. at 2000A/lst 044° 24’ N. ,

018° 53’ W., 070° 5 knots. Increasingly heavy weather likely 
to reduce speed further.

(GRAPH, 1937A/1 to P.O.S.)
My 155b/lst»

1. Bombing restrictions now one to 003° W., S., of 046° N.
2. DOLFIJN leave patrol after dark 2nd. proceed submerged by 
day through (x) 046° 0 1’, 003° 59’ (y) 01*7° 59’, 006° 50’
at 0800/Uth to R/V in position (z) 180° Lizard Head 10 miles 
at 0800/5 as ordered by Capt. (S) 3.
3. Bombing restrictions follow.
4. TUNA estimate position 0800/3rd 047° 40’ 005° 20’ routed 
25 miles clear DOLFIJN, proceeding patrol off Gironde.

(P.O.S., 1938A/ 1 to S/kis).
(l) Your. . 1937/lst.

(2) My 1834 para. 2, delete at 2000/2nd.
(3) Prom P proceed dive by day through Q. 049° 15’> 012° 30’
R. 049° 30’ 009° 01’ S. 180° Bishop Rock 10 miles, thence 
R/V A.M. 6th as ordered by Capt. (S) 3rd Estimate your S.O.A.
4 knots until 0800/3rd then 10 knots or 150 miles per day dive 
by day.

(P.O.S., 2324A/1 to GRAPH).
A.M. 1255A/30. P.R.U. of Perrol 1305A/lst shows tanker 

ANTARKTIS present. Tankers MAX ALBRECHT and SPICHERN also 
present.

(D.D.I.C. , 2335A/1 to P.O.C.N.A. , C. in C. Plymouth, P.O.S., 
H.Q.C.C.)

Cancel para. 4 of my 1841/lst. As German ship may sail 
at any time, approach coast as close as you dare in visibility 
prevailing, but do not be sighted.

(P.O.S., 2349A/ 1 to GURNARD).

Off Harwich.

Allied Air Activity.

Fighters attacking hostile A/C in 052' 
010 49 ’ E.
(LEWES, I63OA/I).

03’ N.,

NORD ATLANTIK

Enemy Intelligence.
B.3. report received that Tanker NORD ATLANTIK is 
ready for sea and may sail at any time.
(D.D.I.C., 2300A/1 to P.O.S. C. in C. Plymouth,
H.Q.C.C. )
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U-Boats.
Enemy SA* previously reported was on surface, 
course 050* speed unknown.
(A/C 502 Squadron, Duty 0, 0227/1 to 19 Group).
Am over enemy submarine in 047° 00’ N. , 07° 30* W. 
(A/C 502 Sqdn. Duty 0, 0231/1 to 19 group).

Am over enemy S/M in 046° 50' N. , 06° 50' W. Enemy was on 
surface on course 090° speed 10 knots.

(A/C 502 Sqdn. Duty C 0550/1 to Plymouth).
Have attacked enemy with depth charges. Result of attack

6 (?).(A/C 502 Sqdn. Duty C. 0620/1 to 19 Group).
Attacked contact in 043° 40’ N., 014° 36’ W. with negative 

result.
(GERANIUM, 2202Z/1 to Admty).

U-boats
attacked.

U-boats C.A.F.O. 834/41
reported. (A) ICARUS (B) 2015A/29th Nov. 1942.

(C) 58° 52’ N., 07° 10' W. (D) 17 (E) 2230.
No.considered attack was probably not on a U- 
boat.
(ICARUS, 1101A/1 to C. in C. H.F.)
It is estimated that an outward U-boat may be nea 
you.
(D.D.I.C.,1128A/1 to SEALION).
Am over enemy submarine in 48° 42' N., 012° 00’ W. 
(A/C 405 Sqdn. Duty M. 1545/1 to 19 Group).

Technical.
CLYDE CLYDE while engaged in pursuit of the enemy
f blockade runner today reported she was unable
“  />•** to continue on account of shortage of fuel and

has had to be recalled. At time of report H.M.S. 
CLYDE had only steamed 900 miles since leaving Gibraltar. In 
view of your 1150/25th of Nov. reporting she was fitted for 
patrol request I may be informed of any circumstances that have 
apparently so drastically reduced her endurance.
(P. O.S. 0008/1 to Capt. S.8.)

Your 0008. CLYDE (?carried) after fuel groups full 
approx. 100 tons sufficient for about 2300 miles diving by day. 
Petrol has been carried in forward fuel groups for the last 
six months and at my direction fuel was not embarked in them 
for this passage regret this was not stated.

(Capt. S. 8., 105QA/1 to P.O.S.)

Casualties & Defects.
IRONCLAD Molotovsk arrivals ST. KENAN, IRONCLAD. 

(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 0801A/1).

WALWYNS Owing to steam pipe bursting WAL7/YNS CASTLE 
will be delayed 48 hours.
(N.O. I.C. Stornoway 1018A/1).

CASTLE.

/Raft...
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Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
Raft with Aircraft reported raft with aircraft and no men
A/C. on board in 057° 05’ N. 012° 59’ W. at 1230A/30.

This is part of deck-cargo of torpedoed vessel & 
other rafts have also been reported. Keep a 

good look out and if any rafts are encountered tow them in if 
practicable. (C. in C. W.A. , 1054Z/1 to C. T. U. 24. 1. 5) •

JAMAICA. Request you will reply to H.F. 1401/30.
(D.O.D. (H.), 1100A/1 to N.O.I.C. Barrow.
C. in C. H.P. 11+01/30. Vickers state this minimum 

amount of work can not be completed by 10th December. They 
anticipate that 3 further days would be required at Barrow-in- 
Furness and that ships could sail p.m./13th December.
(N.O.I.C. Barrow, 1202A/1 to Admty).
CORPIRTH F.N$78. Straggler CORFIRTH arrived Humber engine

defects. (N.C.S.O. Humber U02A/1 to Admty).

GLASGOW GLASGOW is about 10% fitted for Arctic service in
accordance with Admty. letter D. 0.18066/1+1 dated 
2nd Oct. 1941 and nothing has been done as 

regards Admty. letter G.0.13849/42 dated 11th Nov. Consider it is 
essential for reasons stated in my I401/30th Nov. that a similar 
amount minimum heating be fitted forthwith in GLASGOW as 
proposed for JAMAICA. Understand ship can be taken in hand at 
John Brown & Co. Clydebank and propose GLASGOW be sailed toarrfve 
4th Dec. and work should be completed to allow vessel to sail 20 
Dec. at the latest. (C. in C. H.P., 1133A/1 to Admty.

BRIDLINGTON

DEODAR

I am going to the assistance of BRIDLINGTON who 
requires towing.
(BLYTH, 1430/1 to M/S 9).

/ n . ,
My 1045/1* Sailing delayed 24 hours owing to 
A.S. defects. (P.O.I.C. Southampton 1500/1).

BEN ROSSAL 
(Sunk 29th 
Nov) •

Your 1020/30. Regret no lifting craft likely 
to be available for some months.
(D. of Salvage, 1518A/1 to D. of S. Lyness).

HATCH. GOLIATH sailed 1520/1 Dec. to stand by HATCH.
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 1600/1 to C. in C. Ro„syth). *

Damage to bulk storage petrol tanks and surround
ing apartments have been surveyed with the 
following result. Details. Work will be comple
ted as in my 1049/24 Nov. Compartment should be 

periodically inspected. Re C.A.P.0. 9^5/42 should D.N.C. desire 
to send a representative to view ship, movements will be as 
stated in my 1049/24th Nov.
(P.O.I.C. Glasgow, 2209/1 to Admty).

ARGUS
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Shipping and Convoys.
M.K.F.3. Detached^M.K.F.3 direct to Milford Haven due

to fuel shortage. E.T.A. 0900A/2nd. 
(LANCASTER 0500Z/1 to N.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

\Q.P.15 M. Expect A/S escort hy Hudson aircraft from 0930
N until 1530 N today.
(A.C.I.C. 0905A/1 to Escorts Q.P.15 M.)

The following ships are required to Loch Ewe hy daylight 
3rd for outward convoy - VIRGINIA DARE (U.S.A.), NATHANIEL 
GREEN (U.S.A.), PATRICK HENRY (U.S.A.), FREDERICH ENGELS (U.S.S.R) 
They are to be detached independently if and as necessary.

(C. in C. W.A. 1138A/1 to Escort Q.P. 15 M.)
My 0905/1 Sortie cancelled.
(A.C.I.C. 1140A/1 to Escorts Q.P.15 M.)

K.M.S.5. Intend sailing from Barry Roads at 2300/2 Dec.
DELRIO, NOVELIST, PORT BATTLE RIVER, ROSARIO, 
STADHAARLEM, CLAN MACBRAYNE, escorted by 
THALASSA. Also from Swansea joining Scarweather 

at 0230/3 December EXPOSITOR, T.B. ROBERTSON. All to Clyde. 
E.T.A. 1400/4. My 1241/28th November refers.
(N.O.I.C. Cardiff 1132A/1.)

A.M. 2137/30 Nov. para. one. For THOMAS ROBINSON read 
THOMAS B. ROBERTSON. Para. 7 add RALLUS.

(D.O.D. <H.) 1410A/1.)
C. in C. W.A. 1827/30/11. Provided nothing unforeseen 

arises PETUNIA will complete repairs p.m. 8th December, carry 
out partial repair trial on 9th December, and be ready for 
service 10th December.

(F.O.I.C. Glasgow 1905/1.)

P.W.256. Pass the gate at 1300/lst and proceed to relieve
. * ELLESMERE escorting P.W.256 at 1600 in estimated

position 050° 04’ 30" N. 004° 10’ W. Convoy 
is to proceed by C Two on relief of ELLESMERE to 
Plymouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1135/1 to RUBY.)

H.X.216. Following 5 ships returned St. Johns JAMES MACKAY,
H.X.216 F. RANCHER, CLAN MURDOCH, SAMUEL ASHE, CITY OF 

WINDSOR.
2. Detail one corvette to escort EMPIRE AIRMAN 

and EMPIRE METAL to arrive at Q. Z.S. 209 by 0600^4 if possible.
3. Any other ships capable of arriving at 0900A/4 may be detached 
independently after crossing 015° 00' W . , but EMPIRE AIRMAN and 
EMPIRE METAL must enter swept channel first.
4. Fast portion in paragraph 2 named H.X.216.
(C. in C. W.A. 1144A/1 and 1449A/1 to Escorts H.X. 216.)

P.Q.19. Part Two final of my 1231A/1 Part one.
The following await P.Q. DALDORCH, EMPIRE CLARION, 
BRIARWOQD, EMPIRE ARCHER, OVER HILL.
(N.C.S.O. Iceland 1231A/1 to Admty.)

/Kola Inlet • • •
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accommodation.

~^8.D.34.

M.K.S.2.

W.S.25.

O.N.151.

S.C.L.llO.

A.N.D.ships. 
HARPAGUS, 
OCEAN GLORY, 
STANCLEEVE.

•^S.D.34.

K.M.P.5.

K.M.S.6.

1. 12.1942. 
Tuesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Your 2257/50. 40 in comfort, 45 with crowding.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1457A/1 to C. in C. H.P.)

Intend to sail LEINSTER escorted hy CASTLETON 
and ST. MARYS for Greenock at 1505/2nd, routed 
as in C. in C. W.A. 1014/30.
(N.O.I.C. Iceland 1615A/1.)

E.T.A. 007° 00’ W. 0700A/2nd, w:Lfch POWEY escort. 
(2) Request destination for AUBk ETIA.
(BLACK SWAN 1705A/1 to C. in C. X A . )

Convoy W.S.25, probably seven personnel ships 
and one M.T. ship, is due to leave U.K. on 17th 
December for Middle East and India via Freetown 
and Cape. Speed of advance about 12^ knots.
2. Ocean escort will be provided by CARNARVON 
CASTLE, CILICIA, and CHESHIRE. Through destroyer 
escort will consist of QUILLIAM and RACEHORSE. 
(D.O.D. (P.; 1759A/1.)

C. in C. Y/.A. 1455A/25th.October. Intend 
sailing LEAMINGTON as additional escort to O.N.151. 
As endurance of LEAMINGTON is low she will leave 
convoy as necessary to refuel at Hvalfjord if she 
is unable to fuel at-sea.,. A.C.I.C. is requested 
to sail her to join wfiaTOT local force if she 
fuels Hvalfjord.
(Cdre. Londonderry 1819A/1 to C. in C. W.A.)

S.C.L.1L0 is tp be detached at daylight tomorrow 
provideOSuANEThas joined. ^Otherwise convoy 
is to be detached immediately/mJANE' joins.
Repeat your 2216/29th Nov. not received. Your 
1225/lst Dec. refers.
(C. in C. W.A. 1845Z/1 to Escorts S.C.110.)

Pass to N.C.S.Os and D.E.M.S. S.Os. My 1146/6th 
June para. 2 and 1702A/13 para.3. Amendment No.2 
add HARPAGUS and OCEAN GLORY. Cancel STANCLEEVE. 
(Admty. 1846A/30.)

My 1615/lst. Embarkation delayed on account of 
weather.
(A.C.I.C. 1942A/1.)
Ready to leave U.K. on 11th.December. Ships, 
destinations and Escorts.
(A.C.N.S. (H.) 2000A/1) See Lion Copy.

THOMAS HOOKER due Clyde shortly and DUKE OP ATHENS 
now in Glasgow will load with you and sail in K.M.S.6.
(D.S.T. 2249A/1.)
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Date 1 ,12 ,4 2 .

Addressed O .in C . Western Approaches. 336 
F .O .I.C . G reenock,'
F.O.I.C . L iv erp oo l.
N.C.S.O. Clyde.
N.O.S.O. Mersey 

Repeated L1FQREY ,•
LIGHTNING 
Com. Londonderry 
F.O.C.N.A. 206 
N.C.X.F. 543 .C .in 0. Home Fleet 62 
R.A.W .Af. 867 
H.Q.C.C.
H .S.F.Q . ,R.A.(D) Home F leet.

N.'VAT, CYPHER (TT)

From Admiralty.
Convoy KMF.5 co n s is t in g  o f  the fo llow in g  

shins carry in g  m ilita ry  personnel and s to re s  w il l .o e  
ready to  leave U.R* on 11th December i o r  d estin a tion s 
sta ted .
(a ) From L iverp oo l -  le s t in a t io n  Oran SgPJS|| OF CaNAD

RICHMOND

(b ) From Clyde

fvro'T V 
IRHHE DUPONT 

Bons EMPIRE PRIDE 
A lg ie rs  MANOH^TER 

TRADER
CAMERONIA 
CIRCASSIA ojrT 
BUNNOTTjJt CASTLE

-  D estin a tion  Bone

n n _  " A lg ie rs  s m ’.fH A L & 'C PARUNDEL CASTLE

H M.S ARGUS w il l  s a i l  from  Clyde in  company 
convoy as &  as G ib ra lta r thence as ordered by

N.C.X.F. .
3 H M S WBYLAND w ill s a i l  from Clyde in  company 
w*th convoy and w i l l  part company in  p o s i t i o n  orderec by 
Admiralty and proceed to  Freetown.

/A.

with

)

±3>D3S ISON
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4. Escort w ill be provided by LAFOREY, LIGHTNING, 
WESTON, WELLINGTON, FOLKESTONE, GOKuSSTON, TOTLAND 
and WAteNEY.
5. Speed o f slowest ship is  13 knots.

6. Admiralty w ill promulgate route.,
7. G.in C. Western Approaches is requested to provide 
escorts as in para. 4 and to arrange sa iling o f
both portions o f convoy to rendezvous o f f  Oversay.

8. F.O.C.N.Ai, is requested to s a il qyTQKMATCH and 
REDOUBT oo rendezvous with convoy in position rex erred 
to in para. 3 and escort WHY LAND to Freetown.

2000A/1

.......  D.Q.D.(H) , %
Approved A.O.N.S.(H)

1st Lord 
1st S.L» (2)
p, F. S. Li. •
4th S.L.
V.C.N.S. %
A.O.N.S. (H)
A.C.N.S. (F )(2 )
A.O.N.S.(T)
Nav.Sec.
C. N.A.S.
N .A .lst S.L.
D. O.D.(H)fJ)
D.O.D.CF <2) : -
D-0.(S )
D. o f ^. 2 
D.of ?. (/))
D.T.D.(P) , ; ■■ : '
d.t J.*u.i)D.A/.S.N.
D.M.A.D.
D.of S. _
Hd. o f M. (2)
D.o f S.T.

if?! (2) ,.sAd. Bar 'ey (4)
Ad, Bl&Ke,
Ad. Bella irs .

i

<1

<

IH, i
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Force X .

I could use M.T.Bs most advantageously if by any 
means they can be sent.
(N.G.X.F. 1438A/1 toAdmty.)

Ref. 1042/28 from P.S.T.O. and your 2040/28. 
Following for Graham.
1. Do not understand or accept the contention 
that CARLIER is a prize. We approve your 
attitude.

2. As to replacements see instructions in R.3720 of 28th Nov. 
to Eisenhower from Combined Chiefs of Staff. As any arrange
ments with Darlan must be made with Americans and not with us, 
this instruction must be accepted.
3. We rely on you to make every effort to ensure that ocean 
going ships are not wasted in uneconomical employment and that 
they are sent to U.K. or U.S.A. as soon as they are fit for the 
voyage. We are particularly anxious about passenger ships in 
view of severe losses in "Torch" to troopships.
4. For insurance see our reply sent through General Gale.
We further agree that you may offer war risk insurance office 
cover on same basis for vessels not on charter to W.S.A. or 
ourselves voyage by voyage provided that you and Kerr are 
satisfied that the proposed employment is in accordance with 
views of C.S.A.B. Consult Mack as to description of French 

provisional administration and terms of signature in any formal 
document to which you and French are parties.
5. We are repeating this to Salter.
(D. of S.T. 2301A/1 to Cdre. Algiers for M.W.T.R.)

M.T.Bs.

French
Shipping.

Tanker 
Convoys 
for "Torch" 
Area.

B.A.D. Washington’s 0351/lst December. Request 
remarks•
(D.O.D. (F) 2340A/1 toN.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.W.A.)

Raiders.
Intelligence. Blockade runner RAMSES intercepted by H.M. ship at

0800Z/28 in 23° 46’ S. 99° 05’ E. and scuttled 
herself. Survivors include Norwegian from AUST 

probably sunk by Raider ’E' in April and from KATTEGAT probably 
sunk by Raider 'H' in May both in South Atlantic. RAMSES bound 
for Europe. Norwegians believe ship intended to R/V German 
raider on 29th or 30th Nov. If correct probably Raider ’E ’.
2. Inward bound vessel photographed off Spanish coast on 24th 
Nov. has arrived at La Pallice. Photographs show vessel to be 
almost certainly EMPIRE DAWN (see A.M. 205lA/20th Oct, para 2.)
3. Blockade breaker*CORTELLAZZO outward bound from Biscay 
intercepted by H.M. Ships at 1500Z/1 in 43° 50' N. 20° 22’ W.
4. Unidentified vessel sighted off South Georgia at 1315Z/24.
No allied ships in area. Description of vessel fits that of 
PERSEE (ex PIERRE L.D.) last located in Far East and likely to 
proceed passage to Europe. X~ (a

/5  . . .
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Raiders-, / » • _

Intelligence 5. AEGEUS overdue at Saldanha Bay since 7.11.42 
(contd.) from Trinidad could Be victim of U-Boat or

Raider 'H* or 'J ’.
6. Blookade runners. ERMLAND and PIETRO 

ORSEOLO could "by now have reached Japan. KOTA NOPAN could now 
have reached longitude of Gape Horn or Cape Agulhas. Other 
outward Blockade runners (see A.M.2007A/17/11 para. 5) probably 
now in Indian or Pacific Oceans. SPICHERN still at Ferrol. 
Norwegians from RAMSES believe RHAKOTIS and further blockade 
runners and tankers likely to leave Far East for Europe in near 
future or at present on passage.
(D.D.I.C. 2155A/1 to A.I.G. 15 etc.)

Rear Adm. 
Delaye.

G onvoy
"Mayfair"
A/C.

North Atlantic.
Your 1321/28 (re: French N.A. wishing to join 
Admiral Michelier) concur.
(M. Branch (86) 0215A/1 to N.A. Madrid (r ) 
F.O.C.N.A.)

/> -< sT
Following from QUEEN EMMA. 2 shad(?owing) 
"Mayfair" 37.42 N. 5.12 E. 270° 15, 0400/1.
(LAMERTON T.O.R. 0412/1 to Gib. W/T.)

LLANSTEPHJSN Sailed from U.K. on 28/11. For details of 
CASTLE. personnel on board see War Office signal to

Govr. Gibraltar.
2. Vessel should return to Clyde.
(D.S.T. 0825A/1 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) P.S.T.O. X.F.)

VERITY, E.T.A. in position 180° Europa Point 5 is
U.G.S.2. 0050A/2nd. Oran section of U.G.S.2 and 4
NASTURTIUM. corvettes in company. NASTURTIUM has a

\ . .  i k  L  y.-v defective alternator on R.D.F. type 271 and 
f t  ' medical case she wishes to land. Propose

sending her on to Gibraltar when off Cape Spartel to overtake
convoy as soon as possible.
(VERITY 1515A/1 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) PENTSTEMON, NASTURTIUM, 
Capt. (D) Gibraltar.)

URSULA. URSULA is to leave patrol p.m. 4th December and
.. c a return to Gibraltar, diving by day by reverse of

' !• ■ ’ outward route. W.M.P.29 para 6 to URSULA only
passing U at 1800/4th, T at 2230/7th S at 01S0/9th R at 21S0/9th 
and arriving Gibraltar 1600/I0th proceeding on surface at 
discretion of G.O. on 10th.
(Capt. S.8 1546A/1 to 8 S.F.)

/Safe . ..
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MB38AG3 1322,, / l  D ac.

IN

Pram, F .O .C .N .A , D ate. 1 ,1 2 .4 2 .
T in a , 1836. 

NAVAL CYPHER ( a )  BY W/D

Addra33ad, A .I .G . 64,

IMPORTANT.
S itu a t io n  1958A 1 s t ,

(1 )  G U P  2 ,3 0  13 16  59 through 29 35 ,
21 02 than oa rm ta d  JJ (? 1 8 )  42 3 3 29 (4 1 ? )  08 dags,
16 .

(3 )  DUNCTQN, DUNKBR^BIRULIP, 29 38 24 52 
160 dags. 10 ,

(4 )  BUTGER, 33 02 26 16 160 dags, 9 .

1322A/1

Advance copy san t B , 0 . , D .O .D . (H) D .T .D .

1 s t  3 ,L , (2 )
V. 0 ,N . 3.
A .G .N .3 . (P ) (2 )
A . C .N .3 . (T )
N,A, 1st 8.L*
D.O,D0 (H) (2 )
B .  O . B .  ( p )  ( 2 )
Hd, o f  M, (1 0 )
U .B oI.O . (2 )
D, o f  p .  (2 )
U, o f  2 ,T ,
D .T .D . (3 )
U.T.B. (inijfe C2)
D .C . (2 )
Adn, B lak e ,
Adm, Ron a ay (4 )

RN
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FROM: F .O .C .N .A .

MESSAGE

NAVAL CYPHER S BY W/T

1 3 3 2 A /ls t  December. IN

DATE: 1 .1 2 .4 2 .
RECD; 1610

ADDRESSED:

IMPORTANT.

A .I .G . 65.

S itu a t io n  1 7 0 4 A /ls t

(1 )  DUNCTON,DUNKERY, BIRDLIP, 29 38 24 52 160 10 . 1 ^

(2 )  BREDON, INKPEN,INDIAN STAR,25 43 23 16 160 10. 1 —  ^ . / g

(3 )  U.S. Convey (la n d in g  c r a f t ) , 34 43 34 49 through 34 40 33 40 
thence 8 5 d eg e .l0

(4 )  Cable sh ip ,o n e  tra w ler , 23 18 19 14 37deg3. one.

1 3 3 2 A /ls t .

V .C .N .S .
A .C .N .S .(H ) 
A .C .N .S .(T ) 
A .C .N .S .(F )(2 )  
N. A . l s t  S .L . 
Capt. Pirn. 
D .O .D .(H )(2 ) 
D .0 .D .(F ) (2 )  
D .C .(2 )
U.S.N.
D.A/S.W .
Hd. o f  M. 
D .D .I .C .(2 )

d .’ t .’ d . ( m )
D.T. . ( 3 )

MPG D .S.D .

Advance o o p ie s  D.C. D.O.D. (H) 
D .T.D .



B e .

mo;MOST S £ £  ̂ 3̂ Jis
From F.O .C .N .A .

__ .__________Naval Cypher (5 )  by W/T

Date
Time

t  December

1.12.U2.
2106

IN

Addressed A .I.G .6 3 .

IMMEDIATE
S itu a tio n  2002A 1st* .

(1 )  MKS 2 (a ) ,  H.M.S. GERANIUM, H.M.S. SPIREA.
H.M.3. HONEYSUCKLE, H.M. S. RHODODENDRON, COLTSFOOT, QXLIP. 
HYDERABAD,LOTUS, 1+2 35 M l 1+5 00 dog T 4

(2 ) H.M.S. VIOLET,1 (one) Merchant ship, i+1 ?35 M+ 1̂ 
through 1+2 01 11*. 1+5 thence 00 deg 6^

(3 )  GUF 2 .,3 0  13 16 59 through 29 35 21 02 thence 
306 deg 13.

(*0  UGS 2 (0 ),  H.M.S. PENTSTEMON, H.M.S. VERITY,
WEYBURN,LUNENBURG, NASTURTIUM,off Cape S p a rte l to  
G ib ra lta r  9 i —  j f n ,  y

(5 ) KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE, p a t r o l l in g  v io in i t y  o f
35 56 05 55 thence to  R/V Ono^merohant ship o f f  Cadiz a t 
2000 2nd, o'z + l E '

II.M,S, DUNBAR, Cao morchant ahip,i|.3 16 19 49
152 deg 11. V*«/l

IGU&tfc IIJS,REGRET, 3 D es tro y e rs ,1 s lo o p ,2 C orvettes ,
42 56 19 45 through 137 18 17 *|0 thence 131 dog 13. ~ J  h 'z c / l

_ _ KMS li,TA Y ,8 C o rve ttes , 1+ minosweepors, Ijlj. 57
15 58 180 dog 7-g-

(9 )  H.M.S.^BERMUDA.H.M.S. FARNDALE, H.M.S. AVON VALE,
1 Merer*ant Ship, 38 58 11 53 through 1+2 01 15 15 I 7 f  
thenou H.M.S. BERMUDA and Merchant sh ip independently  
northward 2ij.9, d estroyers  part company a t approx, cij. 01

+.n  T ) / \ T  TOTCI ^  IQ  l , c  a C  c c  “ *  r

V* iKj
2nd to  R/V KMF i+ in  38 U5 16 55 a t 1600 2nd. A * '

Advance Copy D.C. D .O .D .(H ) D.T.D.

V . C.N.S.
A .C .N .S , (H) 
A .C .N .S . (F ) (2 )  
A, O0N0.S, (T ) 
N .A, 1st S0L , 
Capt. P^m,
D, 0. Dc 
D00oDt ,
Duty Cant (2 )
U .3 .N .
P.A/d.W.
Kd o f  M~
D .D .i.cr; (2 )
i .p .C e )
W. D./
D .T.D .(M )
Ad. Ramsey (ij.) 
D» T. b. (3 )  
DcM.S.
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MOST SECRET ^
MOST SECRET 
From F.O.C.N.A.

MESSAGE IN2120A/lst December
Date 2.12.42.
RgccI 0237 NAVAL CYPHER S BY W/T and T/P

Addressed A.I.G. 63. 
IMPORTANT.

My 1322A /1st paragraph 7.
Delete all after 2 Corvettes.Add 043 deg 12* 019 deg 13* 135 deg 12.
paragraph 9 delete all after K M F 4.

Md in  p o s it io a  °^° deg 52’ 016 deg 071 at P00(d

Paragraph 6 amend to read H.M.S, DUNBAR one Merchant Snip 043 deg 12* 019 deg 13' 136 deg
X i. •

2120A/1
Advance Copy D.C. D.O.D.CH)

/Re Situation 2002/1 ? 1324/1 intended.

IH,



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

1.12.1942. 
Tue sday.

North Atlantic - contd.

Safe Following three vessels leave Genoa 3rd Dec.
Conduct. for Gibraltar, Swiss CALANDA and GENEROSO and

Swiss chartered Spanish NUESTRA SENORA DEL CARMEN, 
the last vessel’s sailing having been postponed. 
(D.E.W.D. 1606A/1 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) N.C.X.F.)

German
Tanker,
Ferrol.

LADY DENISON 
PENDER.

- L i  -  •  / >  •

Large German tanker not fully loaded painted 
grey with broad white stripe from bows to 
forecast (? forecastle) entered Ferrol afternoon 
Nov. 30th, presume from Vigo. Have been 
informed confidentially that a petition to dry 
dock an enemy S/M has been made.
(Corunna 1715/lst to Admty. (r ) Gibraltar, B.N.A. 
Madrid and Vigo.)

O X
Your 0939Z/29th (0937/29 intended) and nfy 
1600Z/28th not to Admiralty. Intend to take 
over escort of LADY DENISON PENDER on her 
reaching about 28° N.

(2) Request you inform me time date and position of R/V.
(3) Please inform me if you consider SOUTHERN PRIDE alone 
insufficient escort until R/V in para (2) above, in which case 
will endeavour to reinforce her with one escort as quickly as 
possible. R.A.W.A.F. pass to SOUTHERN PRIDE.
(S.N.O. Casablanca 1736Z/1 to R.A.W.A.F. (R) N.C.X.F., 
F.O.C.N.A., SOUTHERN PRIDE, Admty.)

U/B, Your immediate telegram 2556/27th (Ref. submarine
Horta, sighted by Clipper, warn trawlers of which 3 were
27 Nov. seen entering Horta.)was received 1045 G.M.T. 28th

via Portuguese wireless. No further news of 
submarine. Last trawler left harbour 0040 
G.M.T. 30th.

(2) It is suggested that submarines had been sheltering from 3 
daylight southerly gales which abated 27th.
(3) Beg to suggest urgent signal of this nature might be passed 
to Fayal through Admty. or S.0.£) Gibraltar by British Cable with 
much less delay and greater accuracy.
(r .0. Horta 1745/? (Reed lOll/l) to N.A. Lisbon, (R) Admty., 
S.O.I. Gibraltar.)

SCHARLACH-
BERGER.

Dec. 1st. German 55 expects to complete loading 
2nd.
(Consul Bilbao 1802/1 to Admty. (R) M.E.W., 
B.N.A. Madrid, S.O.(l) Gibraltar.)

U.G.S.2. Casablanca section U.G.S.2 escorted by T.F.37 
plus 2 D.M.S. MINRON 7 arrived 1700Z/1 this 
date. 2 ships U.G.R.2 escorted by two D.M.S.
arrived Safi.
(S.N.O.C.A. 1810Z/1 to N.C.X.F., 
Cinclant, Cominch, C.O.W.T.F.)

V.A.C.N.A.

/LORRAINE • • •
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

1.12.1942.
Tuesday.

North Atlantic - contd.<
LORRAINE. French Tanker LORRAINE may arrive with E.T.3

and should "be sailed to U.S.A. with G.U.S. 2. 
(N.C.X.F. 1855A/1 to V.A. Gibraltar (R) M.W.T.R. 
London, P.S.T.O. X.F.)

'tf'QUEEN EMMA, 
U/B attack.

Was attacked by a submarine in 037° 13' N. 003° 
32’ E. at 2030A, torpedo passed astern.
(QUEEN EMMA, 2130A/1 to S.O.I.S. )

Oil Stocks, Am seriously concerned about the small margin of 
Gibraltar. oil fuel stock on which we are now working at 

Gibraltar.
2. Entire present stock together with that due 

in FERNCOURT insufficient to fill DINGLEDALE, ABBBtfDALE and 
BULKOIL in compliance with your 1523/30th Nov. (tanker movements).
3. DERWENTDALE is completely empty and in ballast.
4. Even if FERNCOURT and oilers ex K.M.S.4 all arrive safely it 
would appear our stock here will be unduly low unless some other 
cargoes of which I have not been informed are already en route. 
(F.O.C.N.A. 2150A/1 to N.C.X.F. (r ) Admty.)

VELOX. You will be required to sail at 2359/lst.
Orders follow.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2151A/1 to VELOX (r ) VERITY.)

Intend sailing VELOX at 2359/lst to act as additional escort 
to Oran Section of convoy U. G/ S.2.

(F.O.C.N.A. 2301A/1 to VERITY, PENTSTEMON (R) Admty., 
N.C.X.F., LUNENBURG, WEYBURN, NASTURTIUM, F.O.I.C. 0ran.)l^,^./3*

NEWFOUNDLAND. N.C.X.F’s 1844/lst (not received i n W . R . ) Sailed 
Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND at 2345/lst for 
Algiers routed through 82, 52, 89 (?) 35, S. of A. 
15 knots.
(F.O.C.N.A. 2342A/1 to N.C.X.F.)

South Atlantic.
CAPETOWN. Arrival 0636/lst.

(N.O.I.C. E. London 0723Z/1 to Admty. etc.)

MOUNT HELMQS Greek ship MOUNT HELMOS torpedoed shelled and sunk 
(sunk 24 in 26° 38’ S. 34° 58’ E. at 0610/24 November.
November.) S/M not sighted before torpedo attack. All C.Bs

dumped over side by master in weighted bag and seen 
to sink. Entire crew saved. Diversion signal

from C. in C. 3.A. timed 1007/23rd Nov.*not received.
(N.C.S.O. Durban 0806Z/1 to Admty.)
* W.R. Nbte. Message contained no passing instructions when 
received in Admiralty. /CORINTHIAN ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South. Atlantic - contd.

CORINTHIAN. Departure from Polnte Noire 0700?z/lst
, CORINTHIAN routed in accordance with your
^  h  n / t 1143Z/23rd.

' (B.N.L.O.W.A. 0845/1 to R.A.W.A. )

N.C.X.F. 1736A/30. Although it may he necessary 
for first negotiations with Dakar to he conducted 
entirely hy Americans, consider it most important 
that Mission pave the way for essential French 

co-operation with me later. If Americans do not press this,
I foresee great difficulties. If negotiations are to take 
place at Dakar, could Admiral Glasfurd confer with me first as 
Brig. Gen. Smith is doing with G.O.C. in C. and A.O.C. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 0853Z/1 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F.)

ST. ZENO, N.O.I.C. Takoradi 1015/29. Trawlers should
NORTHERN DAWN, only take sufficient coal to reach Walvis Bay. 
MAGNOLIA, Report requirements on arrival of trawler 7th
COVENTRY CITY. December.
, . (R.A.W.A. 0901Z/1 to B.N.L.O., W.A. (r ) Admty.

r ' r  G. in C. S.A., N.O.I.C. Takoradi.)

Dakar
Negotiations.

ROTHERHAM,
W.S.24.

H.M.S. ROTHERHAM arrived Simonstown 2150C/30th 
and sailed 0715C/lst to overtake W.S.24.
(C. in C. S.A. 0927C/1 to Admty., QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA, NEPAL, Condre i/c Durban, C. in C. E.F.)

PHOEBE

v

Intend PHOEBE to proceed Freetown via Takoradi 
leaving Pointe Noire 1200Z/2 route
A. 004° 45’ S. 010° 58’ E
B. 000° 40* S. 006° 00’ E
c. 004° 50* N. 001° 30’ W
D. Takoradi E.T.A. 0730Z/6 Expected sailing 
1600Z/6.
E. 004° 35’ N. 002° 00’ W.
F. 004° 45’ N. 004° 00’ W.
G. 004° 05’ N. 007° 40’ W.
H. 004° 25’ N. 009° 15’ W.
J. 007° 00’ N. 012° 25’ W.
K. 007° 38’ N. 014° 19’ W.
L. Freeiam&^Ek T. A. 0800Z/10.
Escorted W/D^ESTIENNES D'ORVES and COMMANDANT 
DROGOU. Air cover from Pointe Noire Takoradi 
and Robertfield.
(F.O.C. W. Af. 0947Z/1 to Admty. (r ) B.A.D.,
C. in C. S.A., N.O.I.C. Lagos, N.O.I.C. Takoradi 
B.N.L.O. W.A., PHOEBE.)

7COMMANDANT
DROGOU.

Arrival Pointe Noire 0800Z/lst.
(B.N.L.O.W.A. 1005/1 to R.A.W.Af. Admty., 
N.O.I.C..Takoradi G.C., N.O.I.C. Lagos.)

/LLANDAFF CASTLE ...
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South Atlantic - contd.
LLANDAFF LLANDAFF CASTLE torpedoed position approx.

CASTLE. 60 E. Oro Point de ZTN T.O.R. 0830Z/1 de ZSQ.
(Slangkop W/T No T.O.O/l Reed 1055/1.)

LLANDAFF CASTLE reported torpedoed in position 60 miles 
east of Oro Point at 0850/1/12. Ship had not apparently acted 
on her diversion. Passengers included Russian Diplomatic 
party of 14 and 115 others, majority service personnel.
Search is being made for survivors but no report yet received. 
(C. in C. S.A. 18020/1 to Admty. (R) Com. i/e Durban.)

Transport NOVA SCOTIA torpedoed at 0900/28 
Nov. in 28° 30' S. 33° 00' E. Four officers, 
three N.C.Os, 127 other Tanks U.D.F. and 765 
Italian refugees from Massawa believed to have 
been on board.

2. A number of survivors have been picked up by Portuguese
sloop AFONSO DE ALBUQUERQUE, which is proceeding with them to 
Lourenco Marques. Efforts are however being made by#TNCONSTANT 
to take British survivors over at sea to avoid possibility of 
internment. 4^. a.
3. A survivor picked up by INCONSTANT from a raft stated snip 
sank in five minutes and that he thought only few boats got away. 
(C. in C. S.A. 1121C/1 to Admty., Com. i/c Durban, (r ) C. in C. 
E.F., S.O.(I) Med.)

NOVA SCOTIA 
(torpedoed 
28 Nov.)

DAGOMBA 21 Survivors British ship DAGOMBA picked up 14th
(torpedoed Nov. by Portuguese Sloop BARTHOLOMEW DIAS taken 
3/11.) Luanda now arrived Freetown. Ship sunk by three

torpedoes at 1800/3/11 in 2° 26' N. 19° 00’ W. 
U-Boat Italian 750 tons or above two guns, Wolf 

Head device on C/T. Crew appeared mixed German Italian.
Other lifeboat contained 24 survivors believed not nicked up. 
(S.O^I.) Freetown 1206/1 to Admty. (r ) C. in C. S.A.)

CYCLAMEN, After refuelling CYCLAMEN is to be sailed to
ASTURIAS. R/V with ASTURIAS in 004° (? 37’ or 39') N.

021° 24* W. at 1600Z/5th December. Approach 
course 65° S. of A. 14 knots. CYCLAMEN will 
then act under orders of ASTURIAS.
(R.A.W.A. 1231Z/1 to N.O.I.C. Bathurst, CYCLAMEN 
(R) ASTURIAS, Capt. (D) 18.)

E.T.A. 1600z/3rd Dec. Position cable ship at 0718Z/lst 
was 022° 54’ N. 019° 30' W. line advance 038° 20 miles daily. 
Weather report. Have defect in main circulator pump.

(CYCLAMEN 1755Z/1 to N.O.I.C. Bathurst (r ) F. 0. W.A. n 
N.C.X.F., S.N.O. Casablanca.)

BELGIAN Cancel mv 1208Z/24th (originated from S.O.(l)
FISHERMAN. Freetown) BELGIAN FISHERMAN now arrived Freetown. 

(F.O.C.W.A. 1625Z/1 to Admty.)

/THOMAS T.TUCKER ...
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE

From F.OeC. West Africa.
_________  Naval Cypher M hy W/T

1159Z/lst December IN
Date 1.12.U2.
Time 16 2U

Addressed A.I.G* 150.
IMPORTANTPORTSBOWN, from Freetown to Monrovia 9.
ORFASY, from Marshall to Fwotown,9*H.M.S. ENTERPRISE,05 10 11 10 to Freetown 20.
H.M.S. ITYDRANGEA, H*M. S. TAMARISK, with CF 8> 04- 08 09. 20 
306 12*5HOLCOMBE, COMMANDANT DEI ROY AT, H.M.S. SOUTHERN GEM, Motor 
Launch,with T3 26,03 01 0? 02 to 02 59 07 58 thenco 300 6.5
H?M?S>G0L0EN WINGS, escorting (? 02), (?58) (?05) (?59)
to 03 02 03 01 thenco 300 ToH.M.S. FANDANGO ,BARF03S. 0!+ 18 03 50 (?182) U.
H.M.S. KELT, escorting, 0l|. 53 00 20 East to Lagos 10 •
2 Motor Launches, from Takoradi to Lagos 9* ___„H.M.S. ST. ZENO, H.M.S. NORTHERN DAWN,H.M.S. COVENTRY CITY, _ 
H.M.S. MAGNOLIA,BARBRAKE,escorting,01 38 02 38 East 125 5»5 
H.M.S. CORINTHIAN, off Pointo Noire 259 11. ! .* • £ . /4H.M.S. HERTFORDSHIRE, 3 Trawlers, 0^ UO 21 18 065 deg 8.

1159Z/1.

V.C.M.S.
A .G .N .S .(T )
A« C So IH)A. Co No 3. (Pi (2) 
N .1 ̂  a 10t C 0 J o 
CaptoPIrru
Do -oD,(H)(2) LVJoD, (F)U; 
Duty Capt 12)
r ~  T  r *U o '■-*© li oB. A/S.W.Hd of Mt.. U » D o (2) 
I . P .(2 ;

dItIuo (m)Do M* So
D.T.D,(3) vDo Do 0a Do VC)

Advance Copy D.C. D.0*D.(F) D.T.D,



MOST SECRET
1227C/lst December

MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN '
Date 1.12.42 
Rood. 1355

From C.in G. South Atlantic

______ Naval Cypher M by W/T____________________________ _

Addressed Ships in Area "Q" of South Atlantic 
Station, Admiralty, Commodore in Ghargo Durban, 
N.L.O. Port Elizabeth, N.L.O. East London, R.A.
West Africa.

ILW.S. QUEEN OF BERMUDA,H.M. S. ALCANTARA, 
H.M.S. N0/WJW.H.M.S. ROGKROSE^RCTHERHAM,NEPAL,with 
W S 24,054 dogs 26* South 024 degs 45* East to  * 
Durban 13,3 knots, *  L— ^  ,4 .

THYME 034 dogs 49* South 021 degs 15* East 
to Simonstown (?12) toots.

H.H.S/M P.552 023 degs 00' South Oil degs 
00* East to 023 dogs 20* South 012 degs 00* East

H.M.S. FORTUNE searching fo r  survivors 
040 degs 00* South 022 degs 30* East.

INCONSTANT and GENISTA o f f  Durban searching
fo r survivors. *  ^ i(

1227G/1

/•avn.co copy to Duty Oapt. D.O.D.(F) D.T.D.

* *! o f  q  T
J . K. KJ . J |

V . C U I . S .  
A . f U I . i i . U I )
A P : ’ ‘ ( [iM
N. A
Capifim  
D.i\3J.*;T:)(2) 
D.vL L :F )(2 ) 
D./VS.W.
D.D. i.O .(2)
Duty Gapte(2 )
I .P . (2)
Hd. o f M.
U.S.N.
Xkfr
D.T.D. (Mi 
D.T.D.(3 )
d . d . o . d . u d
T i Of* P  C P ’
F.O.(S)-by Courier
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South Atlantic - contd.
THOMAS T. U.S. ship THOMAS T. TUCKER aground in 34° 16'

TUCKER, 36" S. 18° 23’ E. since 28th November. Vessel
grounded. probable total loss. All C.Bs have been

removed and handed to N.C.S.O. Capetown. 
Grounding due to dense fog.
(S.O^l). Capetown 1646C/1 to Admty. B.A.D.)

Dakar J.S.M. 1701Z/1 to N.C.X.F.
Negotiations. See America and West Indies.

DUNEDIN
STAR

(beached 
30 Nov.)

DUNEDIN STAR struck submerged object at 2200C/ 
29th in 018° 12’ S. 011° 42’ E. Vessel now 
aground in 018° 13' S. 011° 42' E. with four 
hold and engine room flooded.
(2) 21 passengers and 43 crew have been landed 
on beach, 42 members of crew still aboard.
(3) MANCHESTER DIVISION, one tug from Walvis 
Bay and S.A.N.F. vessels have been sent to 
assistance.
(S.0.(j.) Capetown 1734C/1 to Admty. F.O.C. W.Af, 
C. in C. E.F., S.O.I. Aden.)

Standing by beached vessel DUNEDIN STAR.
(TEMERAIRE 1830Z/1 to St. Helena W/T.)

RESOURCE, 
FREESTA.

Arrived RESOURCE (-? FREESIA.'i l*-*̂ *-**— « 
(N.O.I.C. Durban 71754C/1 to Admty. etc.)

NORWICH CITY. Intend leaving RobertJTJBort at 0200Z/2 for
Monrovia in company ELBRIDGE GERRY who expects 
unloading there to take at least 3 days. 
Allowing for passage to Takoradi this will be 
the limit of my endurance. JOHN PAGE has not 
yet arrived Roberts'&ort.
(NORWICH CITY 1802Z/1 to F.O.C.W.A.)

CERINTHUS, Have picked up survivors from boat found by 
POLYDORUS, Sunderland in 010° 07’ N. 023° 46’ W. Survivors
survivors. came from CERINTHUS torpedoed in 012° 27* N.

027° 45’ W. 9th Nov. Chief Officer, 4 other 
officers, and 14 ratings alive and well. He 

states that another boat with 20 including Captain last sighted 
17th Nov. Am proceeding to position at 11^ knots where 
POLYDORUS sank. Convinced survivors must be to the south-east 
wards where I propose searching. Weather report.
(BRIDGEWATER 1808Z/1 to R.A.W.A.F.)

DESPATCH. Following is C.T.F. 23 dispatch 1301/1, info.
Cominch, T.F.23, Admty., F.O.C.W.Af. Sail _
DESPATCH at 1800Z/2 to patrol between St. Pauls 

rvn.va o-nfl no N. 25 W. during Dec. 4th and 5th. E.T.A. St. 
? a £ s  sScKaVlioz/4, then proceed direct to Freetown to arrive 
Dec. 8th. S. of A. throughout 17 knots.
(Corainch 1916/1 to Admty., F.O.C.W.A.)

/Hook • • •
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Hook Marine
Craft
Invention.

Diversion 
of shipping.

INKPEN, 
INDIAN STAR, 
BREDON.

./3?

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - contd.
Your 1518C/6, 1419C/13 and 1053C/26 Nov. request 
detailed particulars, including photographs, of 
the dynamically supported water craft and sea
plane hydrofins demonstrated "by Mr. Hook may 
be forwarded to Admiralty for examination.
(Head of M. approved by Controller 2037A/1 to 
C. in C. S.A.)

A.M. 1455/27th November and Connav 2142/27th 
Nov. (N.T. in W.D.) diversion was only 
applicable to westbound ships then west of 10° W. 
(2) Diversions of all other ships should from 
now onwards be in light of latest U/B 
intelligence.
(D.T.D. 2105A/1 to C. in C. S.A., F.O.C.W.Af.
(R) Connav.)

(1) Southbound shipping for Cape and Freetown 
may be sighted about 3rd December.
(2) One trawler is to be detached to escort any 
ship sighted, conforming to route of merchant 
ships, trawlers proceeding? Freetown as necessary. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 2255Z/1 to INKPEN, INDIAN STAR,
BREDON (R) N.O.I.C. Bathurst, Gambia.)

3 My 0937/29th^V Unl^esV other arrangements are 
in train for relief of SOUTHERN PRIDE request 
two trawlers from*DUNKERY,"*DUNCTON, *BIRDLIP, 

-*BUTSER group may be detached to take over 
screen of
(F.O.W.A. 2303Z/1 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A. 
Admty., S.N.O. Casablanca, SOUTHERN PRIDE.)
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Mediterranean.
-/TROOPER, TROOPER route is through (g) 038° 00’ 011° 25’.
^TRIBUNE. (h) 037° 26’ 011° 07’. (j) 037° 04' 011° 40*.
v , . . (k) 036° 24* 011° 49', thence direct to Malta*- i x * t ; v a anc tuary .
Passage from (h) to (j) on the surface by night without 
zigzagging. Mines laid there some time ago but recent heavy 
weather should have dispersed them in deep water; keep forward 
bulkhead door shut. Passage from (j) to (k) submerge during 
daylight 1st December, safe from mines being enemy main convoy 
routes. Periscope depth advised for R/C and avoid action.
R/V sweepers at end of searched channels at 1028A/2nd.
(Capt. 3.10, 0005A/1 to TROOPER, TRIBUNE, Subs on Patrol, (R) 
Capt. 8th Sub.F., F.O.C. 15th C.S., Capt. 1st Sub. Flot., F.O.C. 
12th C.S., V. A. Malta, C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F.)

Mined
Area.

My 1254/29th. Area in which mines were laid
was within radius 4 miles of position 104° Cani 
Rock 6.6 miles.
(Capt. S.10, 0017A/1 to S/Ms on patrol, (R) 
N.C.X.F., Capt. (S) 8, V.A. Malta.)

■>TROOPER, When approaching R/V 1035A/2nd, H.M.S. TROOPER
RORQUAL. keep North, RORQUAL south of a line 230° (? from)

end of searched channel.
(Capt. S.10, 0029A/1 to TROOPER, RORQUAL, (R) 
Subs, on Patrol, V.A. Malta.)

Operation Casualties to M/Vs. Admty. 0059A/1.
•'Torch'*. (See American and West Indies.)

U/Bs. French coast watchers report that 3 submarines
were sighted this evening beyond Cape Ivi and 
Cape Kharais.
(S.O. Force H, 0124/1 to 6th D.F., PARTRIDGE, 
PATHFINDER, PUCKERIDGE, S.O. 3rd D.F., SPEEDWELL, 
(R) S.O. Capital Ships Force H.)
W.R. Note:- T.0.0. as received.

Enemy Position course of 4 i/l/Vs 4 destroyers WNNK 0055
Units. (40.00 N . , longitude indecypherable) 200° speed

0(? unknown).
(A/C W6F Duty '6', 0210/1 to A.H.Q. Malta.)

Movements. Arrival 30th Nov. SNAPDRAGON, ERICA, SOUTHERN 
MAID, M.L. 1122. Departure 30th Nov. HURSLEY, 
BELVOIR, PAKENHAM, G.S. SAKTOURIS, G. Destroyer 

-tf-BASILISSA OLGA,REDWOOD, PETARD.
(S.0.(1.) Alexandria, 0906N/1 to Admty., C. in C. 
Med. )
s*.11i l a  Ql CpR.

/ S O S  ...
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Mediterranean - Contd.
S O S .  Following read from Malta W/T.

Following received on 11200 k/cs. S O S  1st 
Dec. 0230 in position 37° 14’ N. 5° 30’ E.
Help immediately, please.
(Nore W/T, No T.0.0./1, Reed. 0826 and 0907/1.)

4 M. H/S and 7 landing craft arrived. Intend 
to sail 2 M.l^/S and 7 L.C.Ms for Bone at 1730 
today Tuesday.
(N.O.I.C. Philippeville, 0845A/1 to F.O.I.S.,
(R) Cdre. Algiers, N.O.I.C. Bougie, N.O.I.C. Bone) 

My 0845A/lst sailed. E.T.A. Bone 0100/2nd. M.M/S 68 detained 
24 hours owing to defect.
(N.O.I.C. Philippeville, 1730A/1 to F.O.I.S., Cdre. Algiers,
N.O.I.G. Bone.)

M.M.S.
Landing
Craft.

Force Q. Request information of Force Q's intentions,
with view to assessing possibility of air 
strike before 2100 tonight 1st.
(V.A. Malta, 0922A/1 to C.S.12, S.O.I.S. , (R) 
N.G.X.F., G. in C. Med,)

Mining. Night 30th/lst. 3 magnetic mines laid Bizerta
and 3 Tunis. Position as in my 0941/28th and 
my 0942/29th.
(V.A. Malta, 0939A/1 to C. in C. Med., N.G.X.F., 
(R) F.O.I.S., Cdre. Algiers.)

Enemy P.R.U. sighted 1 merchant ship (5000 tons)
Units. escorted by 2 destroyers leaving Palermo at 0915.

(V.A. Malta, 1052A/1 to C.S.12, F.O.I.S., (R) 
N.C.X.F., C. in C. Med.)

P.219, 
P. 37.

Move patrol positions P.219 7 miles, P.37 4 miles 
both 180° from ordered positions.
(Capt. S.10, 1111A/1 to P.219, P.37, (s) C.S.12, 
N.G.X.F., s/Ms on Patrol.)

Situation Brief Situation report 1959A/lst Western
Report. Mediterranean, 274 excepted.

E.T.3,VENOMOUS/, WIVERN, FLEETWOOD, ENCHANTRESS, 
BRILLIANT, ROBERTS,and available French escorts 

036° 49' N. 001° 55' E. through 39, 035° 52' N. 000° 40' W . ,
29, 50, 16 to Gibraltar 7^ knots. .
2. Force Q.AURORA, ARGONAUT, SIRIUS, QUIBERON, QUENTIN, sailing 
Bone after dark 1st patrolling to eastward.
3. BROWN RANGER escorted by DEPTFORD, JONQUIL, LORD NUFFIELD, 
sails Bone approx. 1800/lst to Oran routed inshore 11 knots. 
TUESDAY will be detached to Algiers.
4. MANXMAN 036° 26' N. 002° 29' W. through 73, 28 to Gibraltar
25. />( x S i

/&.
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Situation 5. T.E.(?7)B SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR 036° 47' N. 001u
Report. 30' E. through 100 to Algiers 7.
(Contd.) 6. Following safe conduct ships. All routed

west of Ibiza and 10 miles north of Revellata 
Point may be encountered (A) Swiss MALOJA sailed 

Genoa 28th Nov. bound Gibraltar 8. (B) Spanish GABO ORTEGAL
sailed Gibraltar 1200/29th bound Mudanya 7. (C) Swiss
LUGANO sailed Genoa 27th Nov. bound Gibraltar 8.
7. Swedish (corrupt group) ships AKKA and YARRAWONGA 037° 34'
N. 003° (? 22') E. routed 20 miles south of Spartivento Cape 
and 5 miles north of Tsai 14.
8. Convoy escorted by FELIXSTOWE, ROTHESAY, MARIGOLD, POLRUAN, 
BRIXHAM sails Algiers p.m. 1st for Philippeville routed close 
inshore. Two escorts will be detached Bone. Two H.D? M.L.
(? are to) join from Bougie. h 2 . 0  »

|~̂ ?9. (Corrupt group) U.G.S.2 (? special' route) (? VERITY),
PENTSTEMON, WEYBURN, NASTURTIUM, LUNENBURG passes Europa Point 
during daylight (? 2nd) bound for Oran 6. i— h h t Z  V/3 Z
10. Landing craft may be encountered between Bon'e and Tabarka 
during dark hours.
11. Three destroyers escorting 4 transports 037° 19' N. 003°
59* E. through 037° 25' N. 004° 20’ E., 037° 11’ N. 006° 30’ E. 
thence to Philippeville and Bone 15.
(N.C.X.F., 1124A/1 to S. &  A. Area G.)

Enemy P.C. and S. of 4 enemy T.Bs 34.32 N. 11.02 E.
Units. (A/C using call sign V3PB, 1146A/1 to Malta.)

Ref. V3PB enemy report of 12 or 1000A/lst Dec. 
the possibility that these destroyers are 

minelayers should be considered.
(F.O.I.S. , 1532A/1 to R. A. 12 C.S. )
Following has been read. P.C. and S. of 3 enemy destroyers 
are 265°, 20, 37° 35' N. 9° 55' E.
(A/C using call sign V3PE, 1200a/1.)
P.C. and S. of 4 enemy destroyers 37.55 N. 11.12 E., 095°, 20. 
(Call sign V3PE, 1218A/1 to Malta.)

P.42, Enemy Your 1557/30th. The fury of the enemy is because 
A/S activity, you are in his way. Try 8 miles 340° from

ordered position. You will be recalled within 
24 hours.
(Capt. S.10, 1150A/1 to P.42, (r ) S/Ms on patrol.)

K.M.S. 4, Escort policy for K.M.S. 4.
M.K.S. 3. _ (2) Med. escort for Algiers section.

>, 61st Escort Group complete,BADDECK, ALBERNI,
SUMMERSIDE, PORT ARTHUR, VILLE DE QUEBEC, and 

available ships of 13th i^/S.F. **-«» a* -reT. J
(3) Escort group 61 to reinforce Atlantic escort if felt 
situation requires.

4(4) Local escort for Oran section to be provided by NASTURTIUM, 
WEYBURN and LUNENBURG sailing from Oran to R/V as necessary?
(5) Deficiencies in escorts to be made up by 13th D.F.

/ (6 ) . . . .
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Prom Captain (s ) 8, Date 1.12,42#

Reed.
NAVAL CYPHER (s )  BY W/T

Addressed Ships & Authorities in Area nG". 

IMPORTANT

S/M situation in  Western Mediterranean at 200QA 1st

surface by night 11 knots through 135 degs. Cape Palos 8 miles 
thence 065 degs,

H.M.S, STURGEON,36 35 North 03 00 West on surface 5 mi 
greet Spanish coast to arrive Gibraltar 1100 2nd 8 knots.

H.M.S. THRASHER, 36 30 North 02 32 West on surface 10 
miles from Spanish coast to arrive G ibraltar 1100 2nd 10 knots.

Advance cope/- sent Duty Captain* D,0.D. (H) * D#0*D#(P).

N0A, 1st; S.L. 
Captain Pim, 
D.O.D.(H) (2 ), 
D.O.D.(P) (2 ). 
D.D.O.D, (M).
Duty Captain (2), 
D.D#I.C.(2).
D. of Plans (2 ). 
D.A/S.W,
Hoad o p 1L 
W#D,
I.Po (2 Jo
D.T,L\(M).
F,0„S- Lp courier 
Admiral Blake (2 ). 
Admiral Ramsey (4).

December.

(1 ) P 222,36 55 North 01 38 Wost diving by day 2^ knots on

(* )

(5)

H.M.& TIGRIS ,wi thin 20 miles 38 01 North 07 30 East,

H.M.S. URSULA,in Gulf o f ’Genoa, L . J 3 j  3.

1202A/1
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(6) Ocean escorts for M.K.S.3,will be TAY, “HffiBOHX. 
PETUNIA, WOODRUFF, CROCUS, ARDROSSAN, DUNBAR, 
LYME REGIS, WORTHING. Also (?GEN$TIAN), JONQUIL 
and AZALEA to be sailed for Algiers.
(7) Mediterranean escort for M.K.S.3 Algiers 

Section,escort group 36 less PENTSTEMON,plus COREOPSIS,
JONQUIL, 7AZALEA. Oran Section, PENTSTEMDN backed up by local 
trawlers as far as R/V.
(N.C.X.F. , 1210/1 to F.O.C.N.A. , (R) F.O.I.S., Cdre. Algiers.)

K.M.S. 4, 
M.K.3. 3.
(Contd.)

P. 35.
^ ^ o  , 

t L ^3*j|P.35 sailed p.m. 30th Nov. for patrol from 
Kerkenah to Gulf of Haranaraet.
(Capt. S.10, 1215A/1 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F., 
Capt. S.l, (R) R.N.A.S. 61b , C.S.15, C.S.12.) 
(Capt. S.10, 1240/1 to S/ms on Patrol.)

Toulon, R/C of Toulon 1130/30. Majority of naval units
Marseilles, present are obscured by smoke. Shipping
R/C. visible is apparently in the same state and

position as on 28th Nov.
R/C of Marseilles 30th Nov. No naval units 

present. Approx, merchant ship tonnage 510,200 comprising 7 
ships of 500 ft. and over, 15 of 400 to 500 ft., 57 of 300 to 
400 ft., 41 of 200 to 300 ft., 8 Tinder 200 ft., 2 tankers of 
500 and 390 ft. of approx, total tonnage 16,100.
(D.D.I.C., 1239A/1 to N.C.X.F., etc.)

Air R/C. Visuals forenoon Dec. 1st.
(i) Taranto, 3 battleships, 4 destroyers, 6 
submarines, 2 merchant ships 3000 tons and 1 

merchant ship 1000 tons outer harbour. 3 Merchant ships 4000 
tons and 3 merchant ships 2/3000 tons Middle Harbour.
(ii) Messina?, 5 cruisers, 2 large and 3 small destroyers, 2 
merchant ships 3000 tons Outer Harbour. 185° Messina 10 miles 
1 10,000 merchant ship 1 seaplane escort, course altered south 
to north.
(iii) Naples, 3 battleships, 1 merchant ship 1000 tons entering 
Harbour.
(iv) Palermo, 1 merchant ship 5000 tons leaving Harbour. E-Boats 
or small destroyers standing by outside.
(v) Trapani, 1 small merchant ship.

(N.O.I.C. Malta, 1246A/1 to C. in C. Med., etc.)
My 1246/18t. Photograph shows only 4 cruisers in

Messina. One 6-in. has left.
(V.A. Malta, 1520A/1 to C. in C. Med., etc.)

VIENNA. Request information whether M.T.B. Depot Ship
VIENNA is to be allotted Mediterranean. 
Understand she carried much needed Vosper spares 

and her depot facilities are needed if we are to operate from 
Malta and Eastern Mediterranean simultaneously. Four M.T.Bs 
are proceeding Malta now to assist against Axis supply routes.

/Final • • •
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VIENNA. 
(Contd.)

UNA.

Final intention is to operate Vespers from Malta 
and long range American boats Eastern Mediterra 
and Aegean.
(C. in C. Med., 1251B/1 to Admty., (r ) C.G.F.)

10 "2 -

Arrival.
(V.A. Malta, 1253A/1 to Admty., etc.)

Enemy Following read. 4 destroyers P.C.S. are 38° 16'
Destroyers, N. 12° 20’ E., 090°, 25.
and M/Vs. (A/C using call sign G50S No.l, 1415A/1.)

P.C. and S. of 4 enemy destroyers, 5 medium 
vessels, 2 aeroplanes 38.50 N. 12.10 E., 170°, 10. 

(Med. A/C, 1440A/1.)
P.C. and S. of 3 enemy destroyers and 3 medium sized merchant 
vessels 38° 6' N. 12° 45’ g., 220", 10 knots.
(A/C using call sign GJCS, 1500A/1.)
P.C. and S. of one enemy destroyer and 2 enemy medium sized 
merchant vessels 38° 6’ N., 12° 30' E., 240°, 6.
(A/C using call sign GJCS NR 4, 1515A/1.)

Minelaying. Your 1742/23rd, para. 1 (A) and (B) not desired.
Good opportunity appears to exist to carry out a 
lay in Cani Rocks area to intercept traffic, 

avoiding MANXMAN'S underwater lay. Request your remarks. 
(N.C.X.F., 1439A/1 to Capt. (s) 10, (r ) C. in C. Med., V.A. 
Malta, Capt. (S) 1, Capt. (S) 8.)

C.C.F’s 1443B/27th (I44l/27th intended). Weather 
unsuitable for motor torpedo boats today Tuesday. 
(V.10, 1503B/1 to V.A. Malta.)

0Z.2076, 1st December 1942.
Following from Chiefs of Staff. Your 5231 
(1320Z/24 - N.T. in W.D.)
Suggestion much appreciated. We agree that, 

in present circumstances, system of command out-lined in Secer 
230 of 7th May 0Z.167 to Middle East would be more appropriate. 
Change should take place with effect from receipt of this 
telegram. Eisenhower informed. 2. We note that you will 
again request full powers when you consider circumstances require. 
(Air Min., T.0.0. 1515Z/1 to Gov. Malta.)

URSULA. URSULA is to leave patrol p.ra. 4th Dec. and return
1^- M /3 } ' to Gibraltar diving by day by reverse of outward

route. Broadcast W M P 29 para. 6 to URSULA 
only, pass U at (?18)00/4th, T af 2230/7th, S at 0130/9th, R 
at 2130/9th, and arrive^ Gibraltar 1600/10th proceeding on 
surface at discretion C.O. on 10th.
(Capt. S.8, 1546A/1 to 8 S.F.)

M.T.Bs.

Malta
Command.

/P.222
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P.222 from position 135° Cape Palos 8 miles is to 
proceed through 038" 56' N. 002® 59* E. to pass 
038" 50’ N. 008" 01* E. at 2100/4th Dec. thence 
as ordered by Capt. (S) 10.
(Capt. S.8, 1554A/1 to 8 S.F. , (R) Capt. 3.10.)

Movements, 
Port Said.
1 * '/>

1st Dec. Port Said arrival PAKENHAM, Greek 
Destroyer*BASILISSA OLGA, BELVOIR, HURSLEY, 
PRIMULA, PETARD. Departure ROMEO, M.L. No.1158, 
PRIMULA, PAKENHAM, Greek Destroyer#BASILISSA OLGA, 
HURSLEY, BELVOIR, PETARD.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 1611B/1 to Admty., C. in C. 
Med«) IrUiJ* Ot~C,A •

Require (? tug

MANXMAN Have been struck by a torpedo aft my position
torpedoed. now is 36.39 N. 00.15 E.
C^U.^s) (MANXMAN, 1702A/1.)
iL— f, ,4-i Following has been read. Strength of sigs. of

MANXMAN 4. Am not in W/T comnunication with MANXMAN.
(Malta W/T, No T.O.O., reed. 2230/1.)
My 1702A. Am floating but stopped, 

immediately).
(MANXMAN, 1722A/1 to Gibraltar C.C.O., (r ) ’’Torch" Naval
Forces Oran, Admty.)
My 1722A/lst. Engine room wrecked, expect to remain 

afloat, my position (as 1702A).
(MANXMAN, 1802A/1 to Gibraltar C.C.O., (r ) "Torch" Naval
Forces Oran, Admty.)
Proceed forthwith to assist MANXMAN reported torpedoed but 

stopped and afloat at 1700 in 036® 39’ N. 000® 15' E.
(S.O. Force H. 2032A/1 to PATHFINDER, (R) Oran, D.o, N.C.X.F.
D.3, MANXMAN.)
Situation. Engine total wreck. Floating with 12-degree 

list starboard. Bulkhead holding well. Some electric power 
available. Ready to tow forward. (? Have) dropped depth 
charges round ship. Sea calm. Require A/S protection and tow 
to Oran. Position 36.39 N. 00.19 E.

(MANXMAN, 21 10a/ 1 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) N.C.X.F., Admty.,
N.O.I.C. Oran.)
MANXMAN 1802A/1. Send emergency destroyers.
(N.C.X.F., 2228A/1 to F.O. Force H.)
Am taking MANXMAN in tow now.
(PATHFINDER, 2350/1 to S.O. Force H.)
MANXMAN torpedoed position 36® 39’ N. 000® 15’ S. 1 

minesweeper proceeding full speed to assist. Tugs and mine
sweepers to join her at best speed.

( ? 2224A/1 to SPEEDWELL, S.O. 3rd Striking Force.)

TRIBUNE.
3.0

If fit go to 037® 52’, Oil® 16' with all despatch. 
Southbound target justifies full salvo and rapid 
reload for future.
(Capt. S.10, 1723A/1 to TRIBUNE, (R) N.C.X.F.,
S/Ms on Patrol, C.S.12.)

/Following
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Following is repetition of ray 1723/1. (Begins). 
Addressed TRIBUNE (R) N.G.X.F., C.S.12, S/Ms on 
Patrol from Capt. (S) 10.
If ?idle go to 37.52 11.16 with all despatch 

southbound targets justify full salvo and rapid reload for 
future. (Ends).

(Capt. (S) 10, 1846A/1 to C.S.12.)
Your 1723/lst. Deeply regret not fit.
(TRIBUNE, 1852A/1 to Capt. (S) 10, (R) N.C.X.F. , Capt. (s) 

8, s/Ms on Patrol.)
Hard luck. Leave patrol at 2359/lst direct for 038° 34' 

008° 02' thence as ordered by Capt. (S) 8. Estimate your 
present position 038° 16’ 010° 45'. Cross 008° E. at 0002/3rd.

(Capt. 3.10, 2259A/1 to TRIBUNE, (r ) N.C.X.F., Capt. (S) 8,
C.S.15, C.S.12.)

TRIBUNE. 
(Contd.)

LEONIAN. My 1045/24th (N.T. in W.R.) Request report when
LEONIAN will be ready to proceed to Algiers.
She is urgently required.
(N.C.X.F., 1730A/1 to F.O.I.C. Oran, (R) S.O. 
Force H, S.O.I.S., Cdre. Algiers.)

Assessment 
of results 
of attacks 
on U-Boats.

A.M. 1916/9th July 1942, para. 9 read in 6 columns 
- A B C D E F. 395. 0735/27/7/31, SOUTHERN SEA
and KLO 31° 42’ N. 32° 21' E. I. Nil.

(a J(396 (B)1234/30/10/42 <lC)PAKENHAM (d ;)Nil (E)Nil (F)(A ) M (B) ♦» {C (PETARD (D )31° 49’N. IE)(F) ?0U
(A 1 " B) M |C IDULVERTON (D,)Nil EJNil (F)
(A l " (B) H |C (HURWORTH (D,)33° 24'E. (E)Nil f ):
(A 1 " B) It |C (HERO (D, Nil E)Nil (f ):
(AJ\ M (b ) M |;cj(WELLESLEY (d ,)Nil ,E)Nil (f ):
(C. in C. Med.

47 A .E . 
1735B/1, 0605B/7.)

Nil
Nil

Gibraltar WX. 1175. A.I.198, 1st December.
Air Report. Opsum for 24 hours, ended midnight 30th Nov.

U-Boat sightings and attacks - Q/608 1211 hours,
LBCP 5825, U-Boat on course 080°, 12 kts.

Submerged 30 secs, before A/C attacked with 4 torpex D/Cs. along 
track from astern. Patches of oil 50 yards diameter appeared 
1 min. after attack. N/233 1124 hours, LBCP 5503, sighted U/B 
bearing 360°, 7. A/C altered course to attack but U/B dived 
when A/C was 6 miles away. N/233 1438 hours, LBJB 2714 sighted 
U/B co. 070°, 6 kts. A/C did not attack for 20 mins, as thought 
U/B might be French. U/B opened fire and A/C attacked dropping 
1 100 lb. A/S bomb which fell 50 ft. starboard. U/B remained 
on surface. No casualties.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Gib., 1740Z/1.)

/Orders ...
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Orders Own surface force may be in your area tonight,
to S/Ms. Enemy southbound shipping must be sunk, with

knowledge that own force will not attack you 
prosecute offensive until our force in actual 
contact with enemy.
(Capt. S.10, 1804A/1 to Submarines on Patrol, 
(R) N.C.X.F., C.S.12.)

Oran SHIANT, FOULA, M/L 480, at Arzeu for escort duty.
Report. Searched Channel swept, negative result.

(N.O.I.C. Oran, 1806/1 to Admty., (r ) N.C.X.F.)

Air R/C. Visuals p.m. Dec. 1st -
1. Naples, 3 battleships, 5 cruisers.
2. Palermo, 4 destroyers, 1 large merchant ship, 

3 merchant ships, 3000 to 4000 tons.
(V.A. Malta, 1827A/1 to C. in C. Med., Cdre. Algiers, etc.)

Operation Your 1335/lst not to all addressees (N.T. in W.D.)
"Portcullis", "Portcullis" has already sailed. Estimate you 

-ifM.iff. 14. should gain 3000 tons diesel 2000 tons furnace
it- • i t oil from ?merchant ships of "Stoneage" and

\ "Portcxillis". See also my 1249/lst.
(2) Now intend tanker YORBMjINDA to join M.W.14 at 1700/3rd Dec. 
in position 032° 39’ N. 020° 06'? E. Request you will sail. 
CROOME, TETCOTT to arrive Benghazi daylight 3rd to escort Y and 
return Malta with M.W.14. N.O.I.C. Benghazi is requested to 
sail Y accordingly and to arrange fighter protection.
(3) Speed of M.W.14 will be reduced to best speed of Y when she 
joins. This is not expected to exceed 12 knots.
(4) Ref. M.E.D. 00340/16 dated 23rd? Nov. intend M.E.ll to sail 
with Y as soon as she has discharged. Details follow.
(5) Request you will arrange fighter protection with A.O.C. Med. 
(c. in C. Med., 1829B/1 to N.O.I.C. Malta, (R) F.O.C. 15 C.S., 
S.O. Force I, H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., N.O.I.C. Benghazi, 201 Naval 
Co-op. Group, ORION, N.L.O. 8th Army, Advance Air H.Q. Western 
Desert.)

Maximum speed of AGWIMONTE is 13.5 knots. Estimate shall 
be 2^ hours late at R/v D plus 1. C. in C. Med. pass to air 
authorities concerned and naval authorities other than cruisers 
and destroyers.

(Capt. D.12, 2052B/1 to All concerned "Portcullis".)
C. in C. Med's 1829/lst. Intend sailing CROOME and 

TETCOTT at 1030 tomorrow 2nd Dec. through position (? 035°)
22' N. 014° 05' E. thence direct Benghazi to arrive at 0630/3rd. 
N.P. (2) Fighter protection codeword "Merit" call sign B. C.U. 

(N.O.I.C. Malta, 2350a/ 1 to N.O.I.C. Benghazi, (R)
C. in C. Med., S.O. Force I, ORION.)

/Bougie ...
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Bougie. Situation Report. (?A). Nil. B. 2 H.D.M.L.

sailed for Bone. C. DERWENTCHALL Dec. 1st, 
OCEAN VALENTINE, FOREST, p.ra. 4th.

D. Enemy aircraft over early morning. No damage.
E. Nil. F. Nil. G. G.One as per my 1452/lst.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie, 1840A/1 to F.O.I.S. )

-^Movements. Departure FALK,Greek Destroyer AETOS, WELSHMAN.
(N.O.I.C. Palestinian Ports, Haifa, 1844/1 to 
Admty., C. in C. Med.)

(1) WELSHMAN expected Alexandria Boom 0700/2nd 
from Haifa through 031° 43' N. 030° 19' E. thence

ORION etc. inshore route speed 21 knots.
t (2) Convoy M.W.llf S.O. Capt. (d ) 12 codeword 

‘ • "Siren" left Port Said 1430/lst Dec. speed 13
knots or better hy inshore route and through 031° 47' N. 031° 
06’ E. 013° 48’ N. 029° 47’ E.
(3) ORION 6 destroyers leaving Alexandria 0300/2nd to join 
’’Siren" in position 013° 24’ N. 028° 32' E.
(4) See also N.O.I.C. Alexandria's 1121/lst.
(C. in C. Med., 2031B/1 to ORION, Capt. (d ) 12, WELSHMAN, (r ) 
N.O.I.C. Alexandria.)

Enemy
Units. Position of three enemy destroyers and three 

unknown type of craft 37.55 N. 11.35 E. on course 
270°, speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S G1KU, 2045A/1 to Air H.Q. Malta.)

Situation Bone. On 29th Nov. two enemy aircraft were shot
Report down by fighters controlled from BERMUDA and
No. 26. three more under control from aerodrome. Anti-

E-Boat patrols by cannon fighters have been 
requested at dawn and dusk daily. Air raids at 

0400 29th Nov. and afternoon of 30th Nov. no damage reported.
2. Algiers. ^ROBERTS sailed for Gibraltar 1st Dec. in convoy 
with 6 French ships. 4th Ferry trip of 4 L.C.Is sailed to 
Philippeville and Bone 1st Dec. with 3200 troops.* !>■—*-fi.xi
3. Oran. Medium sized dry dock in operation and being tested 
by salvaged ship EPERVIER. Damaged French submarine arrived 0927/30.
4. British Consul, Barcelona, reports French submarine interned 
at 1330Z/29.
5. Aircraft from Gibraltar carried out promising attack on 
U-Boat at 1500/30, position not known.
6. Admty. pass to B.A.D. Washington and A.F.H.Q. London. (Passing 
action being taken by W.R.)
(N.C.X.F., 2147A/1 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. Med., etc.)

/Movements
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bom Govomor, Malta

M333AGE 1900Z/lst December IN
Data 1* 12, 42,
Rood, 2259Z

-Addressed Air Ministry ( f o r  Gonoral Eisenhowor)3fe roueated 
Midoast ( f o r  Ohiofs o f  Staff) Commend pCst  FirBt

immediate, ArmyL>
IZ242D HE/5330 1st December 1942

Haval. Mil
Army, N i l

Day 1/12. Photos show Pal 'imo aerodrome 22 Gant 
Z1007fs , sovon ;5M 79s, 15 CA 310 or 311s, 20 JU 52s ona JU 86, 
ona 3M 31, ono 0A 133, 26 monoplanes, nine biplane fighters. 
Naples Oapodiohino aerodrome 64 JU 52s, seven 8M 81a at least 36 
medium and 26 small a ircra ft. Trapani aerodrome 17 JU 88, five  
HE I l l s ,  two JTJ 87s, cne SM 79» 14 JU 52s, ono Eosebuig g lid er  
two PI 156, four DPS 130 g lid ers , 13 ME 110s, 82 MB 210s,
Shipping, Palermo photos show two Itogolo olaaa 078/34 ono fitt in g  
out one damaged 12 d/re nino B boats two P boats 10 M/Vs, At 
0318 hours cos tanker with two d /rs wore leaving two other d /rs 
were leaving thoir berths. Taranto 0745 hours one battleship was 
boing towed from its  pen at time o f photography. Naples poor 
photographs and only statomont possible is  that the following 
|j -̂pa appear to havo l e f t  sinoo 29/11. Ono 0 or D olass 6-inch 
oruisor, fiv e  d /rs five  M/Os, Messina ono 6-in oh 0 or D olass 
cruiser and one M/V 4/6000 tons have departed sinoo 29/11.
^p^pping at sea 1100 hours Baltimore sighted throe d /rs  20 miles 
Perth o f Bizerta course 265 degrees speed 30 knots. 1118 hours 
feur d /rs 265 degrees Parottimo 40 miles oourse 085 degrees speed 
20 knots. Beaufighter sigh ted( 0/39 corrupt) hours 330 degrees 
Dhuara 20 miles one M/Y 1000 tons oourse 320 degrcees spood seven 
knots. 1050 hours 180 degrees Keliba 30 miles one M/V 800 ton3

course/
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o.uraa ,250 degrees apOOd 8 toots* 1355 hours 09C dogruaa 
^.rx^nnah 25 miles one M/V 1500 Van stationary pointing 220 dgs. 
2# ^Kyiy_ A ir / c j i viti.y. Slight enemy a ctiv ity  rustriotod to 
recoe patrol,

uigh 5 30/11/^1/12, Wellingtons attacked Bizerta 
dook3 dropping 15 500, 23 250 lb  bombs scoring h its  near 
railway junction, iron ore wharf and barracks and amongst 
workshops near submarine baso. At request of A ir O fficer 
Commanding Dastem Command Wellingtons bombed Trapani aerodrome 
dropping 32 5 00 and 56 250 lb  bombs starting one large f ir e , 
Wellingtons that did not locate their primaiy target bombed 
Trapani harbour dropping eight 5000, 14 150 lb  bombs without 
observed results and Gela and Castolvetrano aerodromes scoring 
hit3 across runways, Boauforts la id  three mines entrance Bizerta 
harbour and three entrance Tunis harbour, 0015 hours torpedo- 
carrying Wellington attacked four M/Vs and five  d /rs  251 degrees 
Naples 50 miles but no results were observed. At request A ir 
O ffice r  Commanding Hus tom Air Command two Boaufighters set out 
to bomb Pan te lle  ria aerodromes but were prevented from so doing 
by low cloud.

Day 1/12, Sp itfires bombed 3isoari aerodrome S ic ily  
dropping ten 250 lb bombs scoring h its on aerodrome buildings and. 

anjpigst dispersal pens. Sp itfires bombed Gela aerodrome S ic ily  
dropping ten 250 lb  bombs scoring hit3 in dispersal areas and 
ouildings and six  250 lb bombs on Gomiso aerodrome S ic ily  without 
observed results, Beaufighters attacked enemy merchant vessel 
2000 tons position 180 degrees Kuriat three miles with oannon fire

. *■ . aotting/?.
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se tt in g  ship ablaze from stem to s tem  crew seen to abandon
0 h i p ,

O iff-l N il ,

1 s t  Lord 
1st 3 .L . (2 ) 
V,0,N#S. 
A.G.N..J, (F)(2)  
A.O.N.d, (W)
0 ,N *A* o •
A. C »N ,A *3,
N , A. 1 s t  3.L . 
D.C. (2)
D.O.D. (F)(2)  
D.O.D. (Hies)
D, o f  P, (2)
D, o f  P. ( r4 ) 
Ad, Pamse,7  (4 ) 
Ad, Blal:e (2 ) 
D»N«A,D.
D ,a *0 »D *
O.  O A i f j -  
D. o f  L.D,
Hd, o f  M,
N»P #D«
D .N .I. (4 ) 
D .D .I.C . (2 ) 
I .P . (2.)
WA

1900Z/L,

X Passed to  I5T0USA fo r  onward 
transmission

A ir  M inistry c ircu la tion  
Brig, Jaoob 
Foreign Sooretary 
F irs t  dea Lord, Admiralty 
0*6,T e l , , War O ffio e  
A.M.0.3. (0)
0 *0,0,

Reed, from A ir  M inistry at 
1200/2nd December
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

1.12.1942.
Tuesday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Movements. Algiers arrivals. ROCHESTER, LEITH, ERNE,

SCARBOROUGH, LASSO, BORDE, SAYONARA with T.E.7. 
WISHART, AZALEA with T.E.7(A). *QUEEN EMMA, 

PRINSES BEATRIX, ROYAL SCOTSMAN, ROYAL ULSTERMAN, LAMERTON, 
WILTON, BLEAN, from Bone. .. x,*xg  -#■  s—  / a /3 * .
Departures to Gibraltar, MANXMAN. 'tfo Gibraltar with E.T.3 and
French VVs, VENOMOUS, WIVERN, FLEETWOOD, ENCHANTRESS, 
•BRILLIANT, ROBERTS,and French Escort Vessels LA BOBDEUSE, 
ENGAGEANl^CHAAAfitH^ III, the latter break off to Oran. Tpl 
Bone with T.E.7,ROTHESAY, FELIXSTOWE, BRIXHAM, MARIGOLD, 
POLRUAN, H.D.M.L.1121, 1132. 1—  ii.U
(Cdre. Algiers, 2150A/1 to Ability.', (R) N.C.X.F., F.O.I.S.)

Enemy P.C. and S. of 2 destroyers and 4 merchant
Units. vessels 37.55 N. 11.30 E., 250°, 8 knots and

that of 2 destroyers and one merchant vessel 
37.45 N. 11.35 E., 225°, 10 knots.
(A/C C/S G1KU, 2210A/1 to A. H.Q. Malta.)

MS.5098. Pt.l. Sec. 1.
A.I.141, 1st Dec. 1942, C.S.R.
Night 30th Nov./lst Dec.
No enemy air activity. 2 Beaufighters carried - 

out intruder patrols over Pantellaria and Castel Benito but saw 
no enemy aircraft.
1st Dec. 1142 hours, 8 Spitfires were airborne for raids 
which turned back before reaching Malta.
1330 hours 6 Me.109s which approached Malta at great height 
were intercepted by 8 Spitfires north of Island but enemy had 
height advantage and avoided combat.
14 Spitfires have carried out reconnaissance patrols for 
shipping north of Malta. 3 Beaufighters have been despatched 
on offensive sweeps between Pantellaria and East Tunisian Coast 
but saw no enemy aircraft.
Night 30th Nov./lst Dec.
Wellingtons made 16 sorties to attack Bizerta Docks and Trapani 
Airfield and Harbour at request of A.O.C. Eastern Air Command.
2 Wellingtons which did not locate Trapani Airfield owing to 
bad weather attacked Gola and Castel Vetrano Airfield Sicily. 
1850-1927 hours 4 Wellingtons attacked Bizerta Docks dropping 
16 500 lb. 28 250 lb. G.P. bombs from 7000 ft., scoring hits 
near railway junction, iron ore wharf, and barracks, and among 
workshops near submarine base. Inaccurate heavy flak was 
encountered.
0210 hours 2 Wellingtons attacked Trapani Harbour dropping 8 
flares, 8 500 lb. 14 250 lb. G.P. bombs from 6500 ft. which 
burst in harbour area but bad weather conditions prevented 
accurate observation of results.
8 sorties were made by Beauforts to lay mines in the entrances 
to Tunis and Bizerta harbours. 6 1500 lb. magnetic mines were 
laid from 800 feet 3 in entrance to each harbour. Intense and 
accurate light flak was encountered from Bizerta and 2 of our 
aircraft are missing. 4 special Wellingtons 3 carrying 
torpedoes were despatched to attack the enemy convoy sighted

Malta Air 
Report.

/leaving • • •
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War Diary.
1.12.1942.
Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean,, u-̂ x. fy..

Malta Air 
Report.

leaving Naples at 1430 hours. 3 aircraft made 
no sightings owing to bad weather and visibility 
1 Wellington found at 0015 hours 215° Naples 50 
miles 4 M/Vs 4/7000 tons and 5 D/Rs course 200°

speed slow and dropped 1 torpedo contact only depth setting 9 
feet from 50 feet range 700 yards aimed at one M/V but no 
results were observed. / unof*., p.6
Day 1st Dec. 2 Beaufignters despatched to attack M/V sighted 
at 0939 hours position^30° Zuara 20 miles course 320° speed 
7 knots. Beaufighters found 180° Hammaraet 3 miles 1 M/V 
1000 tons course 190° speed 5 knots. Beaufighters attacked 
M/V with cannon and machine-gun fire setting fire to deck 
cargo of oil drums. Flames spread all over ship spreading 
to holds and crew abandoned ship in 3 boats 2 of which sank. 
Ship subsequently blew up.
(Air H.q. Malta, 2249Z/1.)

PAPANIGOLIS. Telemotor system defective and becoming worse,
request recall from patrol. 6000 ton merchant
s l r i n  H i i n l r
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

1.12.1942.
Tuesday.

East Indies.
By D/F on 10820 k/cs at 0207Z/1 position of enemy 
German submarine, was 024° S., 039° E. unreliable 
fix.
(C. in C. E.F.,0649Z/1 to S.O.A., E.I. Stn).

No. 26 Dec. 1st.
(1) BIRMINGHAM left Bombay 30th November due 
Kilindini 5th December.
(2) FROBISHER left Kilindini 29th November for 
exericses thence Durban due 4th December.

(3) (7HAWKINS) left Kilindini 29th November for exercises thence 
Diego Suarez due 1st December.
(4) JANUS escorting GLENROY left Aden 30th November due 
Kilindini 6th December.
(C. in C. E.F., 0756Z/1 to E.I. Stn. Admty etc).

U/B

Movement
summary.

Reunion. Inform you that military operations have come to
an end, and that they were completely successful. 
The Governor gave himself up this morning 
together with the personnel which had followed 

him. Three civilians killed by Island Troops, two civilians 
killed during the attack on the battery, two soldiers wounded 
during riots. LEOPARD has neither killed nor wounded. The 
defence of the Island is being studied in accordance with my 
instructions. A list of requirements will be forwarded as soon 
as established. I am drawing on stores on board to meet the 
requirements of the port in prime necessities now lacking. 
(Translation of telegrams 2351Z/30 Nov. and 0800/1 Dec. from 
LEOPARD to Adm. Free French Naval Forces).

Jibuti Cipher (M.0.5) 1 Dec. Following from C.O.S.
1. Policy of H.M.G. is to get Jibuti to come 
over to us as quickly as possible.
2. From point of view of H.M.G. it is most 

desirable that you should induce them to rally to the Fighting 
French. But if this can be done only at the expense of 
serious fighting, H.M.G. would of course accept their declaring 
for Darlan.
(W.O. 1030A/1 to G.O.C. in C. East Africa).

TILAWA Your 1412/27 Nov. A. Army Officer 1. B. Civilian
men 347. Civilian women and children 171.
C. Merchant ship officers, European, 2. Indian 
seamen 215* D. Ship's crew, officers 16, men 198. 
Total personnel 950. Latest declared speed 12 
knots.
(P.S.T.O.I., 1041Z/1 to Admty (R) C.in C. E.F.)

CARTHAGE Arrival 1st Dec.
(F.O.E.A., 1319Z/1 to Admty).

/Convoy.. •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Convoy
Routeing.

East Indies - Contd.
Revised convoy instructions. Revised 
instructions for routeing and conduct of stragglers.
(C. in C. E.F. , 1^250/1 to E.I. Station (r ) 
Admty., A.C.N. B., C. in C. S.A. , C. in C. Durban, Cdre. Aden) See Lion Copy.

DERWENT A. M. l800/28th. Hope to release DERWENT to you about 3rd week in December.
(C. in C. E.F. , 1521Z/1 to C. in C. Med., (R) Admty) •

Instructions to Shipping. Pass to N. C. S.O.
(1) Cancel Message 955 C. All sailings for Lourenco Marques are to be suspended for the present.
(2) Ships bound for Durban should approach from vicinity of 0336 S. , 036° E.

(3) Ships bound for Capetown should approach from the vicinity of 039° S., 028° E.
(C. in C. E.F. , 2122+Z/l to E.I. Stn. Admty etc).
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SECRET
SECRET. M E S S A G E. 1425G/1st December. IN.

secret positions arc obsolete. Thetpiloy/mg are revised instructions, for routeing and conduce of

1. Stragglers route should open out to between 40 and 60 miles from convoy route as soon as risvfcational danger allow and should be on one . side or the d ’-r, but should not cross convoy route, used.
2. Positions on the stragglers route are to bo lettered and should not be more than 4-80 miles apart, the last position being the same as the last position on convoyroute.
3. Stragglers route should finish with any necessary inshore routes and searched channels to an onwards _

4. The stragglers route is to be given to the Master of each ship in the sealed envelopes marked "Not to bo opened Until Ship proceeds to seai!

used by Cdre. for making daily rendezvous and by ships for reporting their noon positions to Cdre. or on any other occasion of reporting position at sea.
(B) Conduct of Stragglers.
1. Course steered to roach stragglers route should be at an angle of not less than 030 aogs from the course of convoy.
2. Unless otherwise ordered by V//T stragglers should endeavour to rejoin convoy as indicated by Cdre’ŝ rendezvous for the 2 days following. If it is evident that neither of the rendezvous can be made they should at once proceed to thestragglers route.

From. C. in C. G.F Date* 3.12.42 feed. 0015.

V

UQ Douteing

l «

routeing port. *  ~

5. the lettered positions on stragglers routes are

r

Cont. V/hen
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when diverting authority has' reason to believe convoy is shadowed he will direct .stragglers by .B./uk.S, message to proceed immediately to stragglers route. It original stragglers#route is unsuitable a new one will be included in message.

~  2 -

(2)numberHie fore/"ping instructions embody amendment3 to G.3. 0402** (?54) and subsequently additions in Admiralty Message.13 (?52) of 14th September, 1942 (to certain F.O. only).Until printed corrections to O.B’.s are received the following temporal amendment,s are to be made and a reference to this signal inserted.
C.3. 04024 (41) article 83 paragraph B, C,5 and F are in abeyance and paragraph H is to bexiiamended •,o read, begins:

envelope marked tSecreare to be enclosed in one
t" in i?Od nd "Not to be
put to sea!i. ..ho numt)er 1
'to be st:.ted on he

nenvelop
(3) The following amended definitions are now established by terms of British United States Routoing Agreements.
(A) A convoy is two or more‘naval auxiliary vessels or merchant shins or both assembled andorganized for o -p a i i operation or for •together.Protective ships or aircraft are known as convoyescor
(B) Independent shipping means shipping sailed singly and routed singly to its destination. An independentmere hani shin may have escort but this will notalter its status for routeing and reporting purposes, Temporary amendment With a reference to this signal is 'oo be m .de to G.B. 04024 (41) article 6.
(4) The following convoy short titles and their opposites are in use on East Indies Station.
A B Aden to Bombay,T J Aden to Colombo,A K Aden to Kilindini,A P Aden to Persian Gulf,B M Bombay to Ceylon,B P Bombay to Persian Gulf,G J Calcutta to Colombo (coastal),G M Gape to Matara East,J M India to East Africa or Madagascar,
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K M East Africa to Madagascar,
K II East Africa or Marla ̂ ascar to 
M D Madagascar to East Africa,
0 \! Overseas from Australia west 
S U Middle East to Australia,
S \7 Middle East to Gape and U.K. 
section o.g. G.M. 31 B.

Ceylon,
bound,
May contain Indian

1425C/1.

V. C.N . 0 .
A. 0.N .0. (T)
A. c.N • o* (F)
N.A. "1 of,J.KJ ‘J S.li
Op'S. (3)
0 . • ) (5)
0. *T*-i. •0 . (3)J. rP-L •J. (4)D. T.D . (H)
0. m  

JL •D . (C)
Ivi. (o)D.N.I. (4)
H .  V :  . A .  ( t )
D.S.D. (2) 
U.S.N. (3)
D. of P. (3) 
Ad. Blake.
I .  P. ( 3 ) ^ .

Advance Copy sent. 
Ops. O.D. Trade.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

A m e ric a  & W est I n d i e s .
Y o u r 2 1 1 1 /1 8  N o v em ber, i n f o r m a t io n  now r e c e i v e d ,  
f ro m  N .C .X .F .
C a t e g o r i e s  ( a )  I n  s e r v i c e a b l e  c o n d i t i o n s  (b )  
D am aged ( c )  S u n k , ( d )  S a l v a g e a b l e .  M essag e  
b e g i n s : -  F o l lo w in g  i s  a sum m ary o f  i n f o r m a t io n  

r e c e i v e d  t o  d a t e .  A l l  s h i p s  a r e  F r e n c h .
Bone ( a )  GALLIUM 1 7 7 5 , MARAKESH, 6 1 7 3 .
( b ) . COLOMBIE 1 5 5 9 0 .
P h i l i p p e v i l l e  ( a )  PLM 21 5 4 1 7 .
B o u g ie  ( a )  S ID I BRAHIM 2 5 4 9 , ( b )  JANINE 2557 ( c )  FLORIDA 9 5 3 0 , 
KOUTOUBIA 8 7 9 0 , b o th  c a n s i z e d  ALEINI 8405 b u r n t .
A l g i e r s  ( a )  VILLE D ’ ORAN 1 0 1 7 2 , MARIGOT 4 0 4 8 , CHAMPOLLIAN 
1 2 5 4 5 , ATHOS I I ,  15275* PROSPER SCHIAFFINO 1 6 5 4 , CHARLES 
SCHIAFFINO 5 6 6 4 , VILLeJJTENIe S , 5 9 0 , JOSEPHINE LE BORGNE 1509  
CHATEAU LATOUR 1 9 1 5 , MASCOT 1 2 2 4 , LE ZERANNA 4 5 9 , EL BIAR 4 6 7 8  
N.D.AGRIQUE 2 1 6 , DJEBEL AURES 2855 GOVERNOR GENERAL LEPINE 5 7 0 0 , CAP PINEDE 1 5 1 9 , LES ISSERS 7 2 6 , JEANNE SCHIAFFINO 1 0 5 2 ,  
VILLE DE BOUGIE 1 1 5 2 , VILLS D JID JE L L I 1 1 5 2 , FINISTERRE 1 1 5 8 ,  
SCHIAFFINO FRERES 5 3 1 4 , PAUL DE ROUZIER, 5 5 4 7 , AUGUSTINE LE 
BORGNE 1 1 2 8 . PROCIERA 1 1 5 6 , DUNKERQUE 2 4 7 7 .M ostaganem  ( a )  RICHEBOURGE 1 0 4 2 , ( a )  ERIDAN 9 9 2 8 , JAMAIQUE 
1 0 1 2 5 , MONTAIGNE 2 7 7 0 , CEVENNES 2 5 0 8 , (b )  CHATEAU PAVIE 2 0 4 7 , 
LORRAINE 8 7 7 6 , FORAIT 5 0 0 , S ID I BEL ABBES 4 5 9 , ( c )  MENHIR 
BRAZE 2 7 5 5 , BOUDJELL, 1 5 2 ? , GOVERNEUR GENERAL LAFERRIERRE 5 4 5 ? , 
T e n e s  ( a )  CAP FALCON 1 7 7 8 .
B e n i s a f  ( a )  AGEN 4 1 8 5 .N em ours ( a )  MERA EL KEBIR 2 1 0 9 , (b )  CARTHAGE 2 5 0 2 .
L y a u te y  (d )  SAINTE ELISE (unknow n) BOUENIKA ( b )  LORRAIN 5 2 1 7 , 
DAHOMEY 5851 STRASBOURGEOIS 2 9 2 5 , ( a l l  b e a c h e d ) .
F e d a la .9 A  CAPITAINE PAUL LEMERLE 4 9 4 5 , LOITOU.
C a s a b la n c a  (a) LIEUTENANT DE LA TOUR 5700, LE TRAIT 1158, 
VENDOME 4191, FORT DOUAMONT 5265, SCHIAFFINO 5256, WYOMING 
8 0 6 1 , DE LA SALLE 8400 .(b) ISLE DE NOIRMOUTIER 5250. FAUZO 5889, ( c )  ISLE D'OUESSANT 5139, PORTHOS, 12692, LIPA R I 9954, 
SAVOIE (un k n o w n ) .
M azagan ( a )  JflANCEEN, 2 8 9 5 .
A g a d i r  ( a )  BLETHIA (unknow n)2 . O ran  CAPITAINE SAINT MARTIN, SPAHI 9 4 0 , MITIDJA 3 3 5 1 , a l l  s u n k  n e a r  e n t r a n c e  t o  i n n e r  h a r b o u r .  Work t o  move th em  i s  
p r o c e e d in g  T . 0 . 0 .  1 0 0 5 A /2 5 .1 . 4 2 . (E n d s )
(D .T .D . 0 0 5 9 A /1 , 1 6 0 5 Z /1 ; t o  C onnav)

War D l a r ' .

O p e r a t io n
" T o rc h "
C a s u a l t i e s .

R .1 6 .  U .S .S /M  N o t i c e .(C . i n  C .U .S .F l e e t ,  0 1 4 6 /2 ) .

T a n k e r  C onvoys Y our I 8 1 5 / 2 9 t h .  R e s u l t i n g  fro m  p r e l i m i n a r y  
f o r  " T o rc h "  * d i s c u s s i o n  in  W avy D ep t, i t  a p p e a r s  t h e r e  i s  A r e a .  no  n o s s i b i l i t y  o f  s u f f i c e n t  e s c o r t s  b e in ga v a i l a b l e  t o  r u n  s lo w  t a n k e r  c o n v o y  t o  MOMP a s  

yo u  s u g g e s t .
2 . As a l t e r n a t i v e  N avy D e p t ,  a r e  s t u d y i n g  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  
f u r n i s h i n g  ( ? a b o u t )  12 f a s t  t a n k e r s  t o  fo rm  a s e r v i c e  b e tv /e e n  
D .W .I . a n d  C a s a b la n c a  d i r e c t .

/ s>». *
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America West Indies - Contd.
3. This would involve British providing escorts 
and slow tankers for shuttle service from Casabl
anca to Gibraltar and ports inside Mediterranean.
4. First 6 fast tankers might be available 
early January and would replace U.G.F. 
commitment. Second 6 possibly available end of 
January would replace K.M. slow and part of U.G.S! 
commitment.

6. Immediate saving could be effected by increasing number 
of tankers in U.G.S. convoy in place of those in K.M.slow 
convoy which appear to be most uneconomical. Is this feasible? 
(B.A.D. 0351Z/1 to Admiralty,(R) N.C.X.F., R.A.W.A.).

Tanker 
Convoys 
for ’'Torch" 
Area.
Contd.

Attacks on Following is Cominch's 19i5/pOth addressed 
U/Bs. to Admiralty for action referring to your

1059/22/7 and to B.A.D. for information.
On 1st Nov submerging S/M was attacked S.W. of 

Iceland with four depth charges by U.S.Nav&l A/G. Air bubbles 
and oil were obtained continuously for 45 mins.
On 2nd November near Solomons Islands a S/M was seen submerging 
at a range of 2000 yards by U.S.S. MCCALLA which dropped 11 
depth charges on periscope. Afterv/ards three explosions were 
heard and there was a strong smell of oil. During the week 
ending 2400Z/29. 34 attacks were reported.
(Comnaveu 0826/1 to Admiralty).

LARIAT. My l6?2/29th, H.M.Rescue tug LARIAT sailed
from Barbados 1200Q/30th E.T.A. Norfolk Dec.6th 
(N.O.I.C.Trinidad 0922C/1 to S.B.N.O.W.A.(R) 
Admiralty,B.A.D. Washington, N.O.B. Trinidad).» Movements 

Summa ry.
1800 G.M.T.1st December,
Shin. Position.S/M*K.14 31° N. 62°
GLENEARN.4 2 0 N. 30°
a r m s r i a )
Tanker } 09° N. p0°
Convoy ) , . .(D.O.D.(F) 0955Z/1 to Opnav (R) Comnaveu).

Course. Speed
w . 300° 9.
w . 008° 16.
w . 270° 8.

U/B. A/C sighted periscope in position 044.45 N,
058.40 W. at*1110/1 December.
(C.O.A.C. 1232Z/1 to G.B.7A.(R) C.T. F.24, Conna 
etc).

H.x.217. At 0830Z/lst? U.S.ship PERTH heard sighting
reuort from enemy S/M H/F D/F bearings 258 . 
At*1105Z/lst A/C (?plotted) with approx, 

same bearings close to convoy. No (?contacts) have been madety 
escort (corrunt group). (?SASKAT00N) remaining in position 
until 0?800Z/lst. Position of H.X. 217 at ll?05Z/lst 044.49,-. 
(?058°) 34’ W.(?steering with) (corrupt group) course (?076 )

/8 knots ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies - Contd.

H.X.217. 8 knots altered to 072° at l800Z/lst. 3
Gontd. stragglers MDDZ, ERRS'.TICK PARK, ESGR, from

S.C.lll have joined this convoy. Request 
permission to detach them with LADY RODNEY 

to St.Johns N.F. They are delaying convoy.
Weather renort.
(C.T.U. 21+.18.1+. lMbOZ/1 to G.O.A. C., KELVAN,A . I. G-. ( ?302) . )

U/B. S/M periscope sighted in position OI+5 0 8 ,
50. N. 060.15.V/. at 1200Z/1 report graded 
(?B) .
(C.O.A.C. li+l+OZ/l to C.B.(?7) A, C.T.F. 21+, (R) 
Gonnav etc).

U/ B
Positions.

1st December S/M Est. and U.S.S/M Notice. 
(G. in G.U.S.Fleet, 1529Z/lst, 1550/lst. 
1601A/Ist, 1602/lst l605/lst, 1945/lst.)

H/F
position 
-reports 
from Ivi/Vs.

1.After an exhaustive discussion with B.A.D. 
Cominch still considers it safer technically 
and hetter psychologically to eliminate ll/F 
position reports from all independent Iv’/Ss 
at sea regardless of speed (ref. your 0001+A/17 
para.5.). However if the Admiralty still_insist 

that these reports "be made and in order than U.S. and British 
M/Ss may not operate Tinder different rules the following 
nroposal will be accepted hy Cominch. All L/Ss s iall maintain 
a continuous dead rockoning plot from the port of departure 
to the nort of ar rival "based on the speeds given hy the master 
and shown in the route message. Whenever a ship is more than 
100 miles ahead dr astern of this dead reckoning position the 
master shall report at night his correct position. Using this 
corrected position as a new origin he shall then continue dead 
reckoning and if he again gets 100 miles out prior to arrival 
he shall again rewort his position. If approaching New York 
or the United Kingdom and an approach report is required the 
out of position report need not he made. If the ship has 
suffered a "breakdown which will cause definite reduction in 
soeed this fact will he reported and for subsequent dead 
reckoning the master and the plotting authorities shall use 
the speed given in this report.
2. These nosition reports shall he encoded in the form 
indicated in C.A.M.S.I. 52/1+2 and shall have the 2 time radio 
call sign of the ship encoded as the first word after the code 
indicator. The remorts shall contain in the preamble the
P/L massing instructions "Pass to Admiralty" or Pass to Navy 
Dept.Gominch G. and R" depending on whether British or U.S. 
coastal stations are contact.
3. A i|. lettered general radio call sign followed by an 
arbitrary numeral if necessary to avoid confusion shall be 
established to be used by M/SS in lieu of their war timeJ cali 
signs for the purpose of delivering these positions reports 
to shore stations. Radio operators are not to exceed ® 
neriod of 2 mins on any one frequency in calling J ^ o r e  stations 
and not more than one attempt to effect
made on any one of 3 frequencies employed. If contact canno 
be established with shore stations during one of the calling 
periods of 2 mins each transmission is to be delayed until the 
following night.(Gominch G. & R. 1335/1 to Admiralty).

/FURMAHAL...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

1 . 12. 191*2.
Tuesday.

America & West Ihdies - Gontd.

FURMAHAL. Have you any news of FURMAHAL due Charleston
19th I'Tov. from Caret own?
(D.T.D. 1557A/I to N.S.H.Q.).

SHERWOOD (? 0.N.1/+9) SHERWOOD detached to (?St. Johns N.F.)
defect. at 18 knots evaporator seriously defective

unable to water from convoy. Weather renort. 
(C.T.U. 21*. 1.12 1615Z/1 to C. in C.W.A.).

Private for Admiral Cunningham from F.M.Dill. 
Dakar arrangements have been before Combined 
C.O.S. and although negotiations there must be 
done by American officers these officers have 

our requirements as already signalled to you by Admty and are 
accepting responsibility for doing all they can to obtain them.
2. Admiral Glassford who is coming to Dakar was in here 
yesterday and had long talk with Patterson. Arnold has already 
telegranhed Smith (Air Commander in West Africa) to contact 
L.O.C. and A.O.C. West Africa at Accra before going to Dakar.
3. It is understood that any agreements made will be subject 
to approval of Combined C.O.S. Let me know if you have any
o n y i  p +■?

(J.S.M. 1701Z/1 to N.C. X.F.).

Dakar,
negotiations.

GLAD Overdue Trinidad British CLAN MACFADYEN.
MACFADYSN. (S.O.(l) Jamaica,1701R/1 to Admty etc).

>

*•

Convoy
Escort
Groups.

Refits in 
Canadian 
ports .

LOBOS
S/M Report.

My 2305/30th.
Para.p is not recommended since B.5.group was 
released with object of forming a reinforcing

froun as soon as possible.B.A~D. 1715Z/1 to Admiralty (R) C. in C.W.A.).

Reference N.S.H.Q's lpl*0/17 Oct. 191*1. H.
B, D.

SHANINIGAN

MIDLAND. 
BUXTON. 
RESTIGOUCHE 
RIMOUSKI. 
ARROWHEAD. 
LINCOLN

Livernool Dec. 1st Jan. 12th’2*.
(ex docking)

Halifax.
if

Nov.pOth.!»

Dec.1st.

Dec.8th. 
Dec.5th. 
Dec.5th. 
Dec.6th. 
Dec.prd.

Ay 11*50/26, defects. KENTVILLE completed, 
vly 1700/28, defects OAKVILLE comuleted. 
(GP.A.C. l800Z/lst, to N.S.H.Q.(R) Admty, 
sr.M.C.J.S. Washington for Capt.D.Newfoundland, 
lant.(D) Halifax).

Kingston Radio reports British LOBOS in 019 
1*7’ N. 079° 15’• W. at 211*0 G.M.T. 1st. sighted 
S/M. Presumably U.S.S/M CUTTLEFISH.
(S.O.(I) Kingston 1801*R/1 to Admty etc).

/Boom
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From O.A.O.C.

MRSSAfER IN
-■ -1V 0W 3. December

Date 1.12.42.
Reed. 2150

NAVAL CYPHER S BY W/T and T/P

Addressed Adiniralty.
IMPORT. NT.

Section North -lost H.M. S M P 5 5 3  on 
surface escorted by cX lF F  and ^OCkVILLd. dqjarts 
south end Gut o f  Oanscf about 2000Z 1st en route 
fo r  H lifa x  passing through

A 345 deg 22* North 060 deg 43 5 West
B 045 deu 101 North 060 deg 38' West
0 044 deg 57' North 060 deg 56 West
D 0)4 deg 28’ North 062 deg 27 West
E 044 deg 28' North 06o deg 22' .'est

expected ti.ae o f a rriva l Halifax loOO^
2nd.

H.M.S7M P.512 on the surface escorted by 
MITJjTOWH ’departs ALctou 1200 Z 2nd on route 
Canso passing 2m iles o f f  Cape George specci 10 
Knots L

Tug L T PORTER v ic in ity  045 deg 52»
062 deg 00»°en route Sydney°  ----- ” TJTTERCUP and towing_046 deg 15'm u  x u  fira.iJ.ft -p,. _ lf_n n064 deg 47' en route Dingwall,063 dog E

G'Nj’JJOiin.HED DEHR.049 dog 13' 066 deg 
10' en route La. PlataBURGEO/DRbi'MONDViJYjE, departs Sydney 1000 

S B 38 ELK (074 deg *?) 07* NorthZ 2nd
059 deg 51' V o s t 'Ja i4 vdeg 7*5 Knots.

. .c .N .s .m )
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Cant. Pirn, 
D.O.D. (HK§)D.O.D.(F .(2) 
D . D . O . D . U )  
D .C ,  £> 
DwDwI.O.(2)D.oi Plans. ( 2)b:/M:
i : l ( 2 )

1701Z/1
Advance Copy D.O. D.O.D.(II). D.T.D.

D.T. D. (M)F. 0.3. by courier.
O.G.R.T 
D.T.D
D.T ADKEfy$.

\
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War Diary.

Boom
Defence
Depots.

1.12.1942. 
r Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & Test Indies - Gontd.
Your N.1888/42 of 7th November not to A.G.N.B.
In view of U.S. plans already in hand for defence 
of advanced or recaptured "bases, it is not 
desired that proposals in jbara.(2) of my 1637/16 
July should he pursued further.
(M.Branch.Anuroved A.G.N.S.(F) 1823A/1 to 
B. A.D.(R) A^C.N.B.).

L.C.l(L)fs My 1702/30. At 0300Z/27 November in position 35. 
seaworthiness. 52 N. 065.34 W. with wind West 6 or 7 and steep 

sea LCl(L)s and B.A.Ts hove to and rode to sea 
anchors. LCl(L) 7 lost touch during night and when 

weather moderated was ordered by R/T to R/V in 31.18 N. 055.38 W. 
at 1600Z/28 and to return to Bermuda if Flotilla was not sighted 
by 1800Z/28.
2. Only minor defects developed in LGI(L) 7. Canvas of sea 
anchor was found to be disintegrated from ring when hauled in 
after 6 hours.
3. Seasickness affected entire crew. Engine room staff and a few 
seamen carried on duties but communication and remainder of
seamen ratings were inexperienced and practically useless in bad 
weather.
4. Following proposals are made:-
(a) Revolution telegraph necessary as telephone from bridge is 
inaudible in engine room.
(b) One ship of escort should have D/F or RDF to locate stragglers.
(c) Blue stem lights with dimming switch required.
(b) Officers in U.S.A. awaiting ships might have navigation 
instruction.
(e) LGI (L)s on passage from U.S. to Bermuda might carry 
officers detailed for next batch to%gain seagoing experience.
5. When running before a sea LGI (L)s are liable to plane 
some distance during which rudders are ineffective.
(S.B.N.O. 7.A. 18420/1 to Admty (R) B.A.D. F.O.C.N.A.).

U/B. U/B estimated in your vicinity has made a
sighting renort of convoy and important unit 
l817Z/lst. 105 K/Cs.
((A/C U.S.Fleet 1847/1 to G.T. F.58, Admty).

U/B. A/G sighted S/M 044.2.3 N. 054.51 ■< at 1946z/lst,
A/G call sign 6 K T L.
(C.O.A.G. 2017Z/1 to G B 7 A).

S/M attack and Para.A. EMPIRE CROMWELL torpedoed sunk 09° N. 58. 
sighting 3)0.W. 0150Z/28.
Summary. Para.C. PC 494 attacks contact lp. 20 N. 70.18.W.

0539Z/9 November. PC565 attacks contact I3.36 N. 
65 W. 1652Z/14. YP.415 sights S/M course 118.20.20 N. 74.21 W. 
0550Z/30. ~ _
SS.MORMACCSWAN sights S/M 01.pO N. p4.l6 W. 1010Z/pO. Army 
observation post sight S/M course South .0.20 N. 60.47 '.
2222Z/30. Periscope sighted 45.58 N. 60.15 W. 1200Z/1 December. 
Para.D. Plane sights periscope 44.45 N. 58.40 W. 1110Z/1. K-7 
and surface craft attack moving oil slick p9.48 IT. 72.45 •» 
1759Z/1. , n
(Gominch 2117/1 to Admty for O.I.G.(R) N.S.H.Q.).

/Dive.....
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^M?o Washington.

M E S S A C E OUT

T.O.D. 2120/lst December 

Dato 1/1^42

Cypher__________________________

A
F̂rom Foroign Office.

MOST BE EDI ATE 

No.7516. 1st Docombcr 1942.

Admiral Cunningham has reportod to the Admiralty 
that tho directive sent to General Eisenhower by the 
United Statos Chiefs of Staff for negotiations about 
West Africa makes no mention of British requirements 
and contains no suggestion of British represent cations 
on tho mission which is to go to Dakar for discussions 
with the French.
2. Our understanding was (see J.S.M.500 of 27th 
November) that tho instructions to the United states 
delegates would sot forth tho fa c ilit ie s  which it was 
desired to obtain including our points.

3. We have not hitherto roquostod actual British 
re pro sent cation in the discussions, but Admiral 
Cunningham thinks unilateral auction by United states 
authorities is undesirable and w ill try to get the 
principle of British participation on the mission agrued 
by tho American and French delegates. Y/o strongly 
share this viow.

4. Pleaso inform United Statos Government urgently 
that wo at teach groat importance to British participation 
in tho discussions which wo understand .are to take plane 
at Dakar and that we count upon thorn to arrange i t .  We 
have immense interests in West Africa and the naval part 
we are playing entitles us to  fu ll consideration.

T.O.D. 212CV1.

Circulation -
C.I.G.G.
C« A. b. •o

•
o Admiralty

D.O. No.10 •o•
o

•

Received from Foroign Office P.K1./3.

1st Lord A.C.N.S.(T) Head of M.
1st S.L. P.A.S.(S) Ad. Blake
D.F.S.L. D.O.D.(F) Ad. Ramsey
V.C.N.S. D.O.D.(H) D.C.
A.C.N.S.(F) D.N.I. I.P.
A.C.N.S.(H) D. of P. W.D.

D. of P.(Q) 
D. of L.D. 
D.D.I.C.
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1.12.1942. 
■ Tuesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Gontd.
S.A.T. from D.N.A.D. Your 1951Z/27 para. 2. 
Offer most acceptable. Further information will 
be given when experienced pilots can be made 
available. Para. 3. Concur in giving this 

course as suggested. A copy of syllabus for dive bombing would 
be much appreciated. The present intended policy is to use 
S.B.2C primarily for dive bombing and secondarily for torpedo 
dropping.
(D.N.A.D., 2131A/1 to B.A.D. )

War Diary.

Dive
Bombers.

Suggestions. To be referred to as Tortank 
Convoys.
(Brit. M/S Mission, Washington, 2337Z/1, to 
M.W.T.)
See Lion Copy.

When ready about Dec. 4th Cdr. west Sea Front 
sail ATTACKER to Balboa independently. Advise 
time of departure, route, S. of A. Action 

addressee furnish protection as practicable. Cdre. Panama Sea 
Front route onward to Norfolk (Virginia) in trade convoy or 
independently if satisfactory to other sea Frontier Cdr. 
concerned. U.S.N.O.B. Norfolk pass to B.N.L.O.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2005/1 to Cdr. West Sea Front., Cdr. 
Panama Sea Front., B.N.L.O. Norfolk (Virginia), (r ) Cdr. Gulf 
Sea Front., Cdr. Caribbean Sea Front., Cdr. Eastern Sea Front., 
N.S.H.Q., Admty., C. in C. Atlantic Fleet (U.S.), C. in C. 
Pacific Fleet (U.S.), Com. 11, Com. 12, Com. South East Pac. 
For.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Movements. Arrivals Sydney 30th U.S. Cruiser PORTLAND, U.S.

(D) MEADE, U.S. NAVAJO.
(A.C.N.B., 0127Z/1 to Admty., etc.)

Arrival Wellington U.S. Ship MIZAR 2118Z/lst.
Arrival U.S. destroyer CUMMINGS 2320z/lst.
(S.O.(I) Wellington, 2330Z/1 to Admty.)

Situation. Digest Serial No. 313 Nov. 30th.
Report indicates shipping Buin Faisi area early 
morning 30th included 4 merchant vessels, 2 

tankers, 1 submarine, 1 sloop, several gunboats and small craft 
but no destroyers as observed previous day.

Tankers 
for MTorch" 
Area.

ATTACKER.

/(2) ...



MOST SECRET 38»
MOST SECRET MESSAGE 2337Z/lst December IE

From British Merchant Shipping Date 2.12.42.
Mission Washington. R̂ood. 0717

Naval Cypher XD FLUG by Gable.

Addressed M. of W.T. London.
a. Trans No. 33 rof 0351/1 from B.A.D. to Admiralty.

' - In discussion of possiblo improvements 'in U|o <5f 
tankers for TORCH aroa-pbo suggestion of 
throe oxpross tanker units consisting pf six Maritime _ 
Kmmlssion typo tankers with porhaps throe destroyers 
JhPjS proposed by W.8.A. as an alternative to the present
atrangemon v.
2* "Until given proper name wo w ill rofor to those as 
fortank Convoys.
5. W.SvA. advise they oould" avertible tho tonkors for 
ono Tortank Unit immediately and anticipate t a t  toey 
could assemble the tinkers for a second Tortank eaiuy In 
January front new buildings but because ~
and U.G.S.3 arc so far advanced it would scorn preferable 
to allow tankers to proceed in these two ^nvoys ^  1r 
work towards commencement of Tortanjc operation to  replace 
tankers in u.G.F.4 ond u.G.3.4 and thcroaftor.

Dreciate
zit.Xj zo aiscaargo anu vamruunu £*complicotod and would necessitate the a llooatfw  of oI lw 
tankers to shuttle Services from Casablanca and 
Gibraltar.
5. Wc- will be gratoful for your guidance as to
development o f this suggestion. _ . . . .

< • *

6. "  Can wo end B.A.Dv assist in tbo olimitiatlon of 
tankers from the IGflS convoys.
7. Ref '230 /̂30th November from B.A.D. to Admiralty 
in the event B5 Group con be used for diroct Ccyibboan/ 
U,K. Convoy would you employ it  ior Gibraltar and 
Punta Delgada shipments instoad of thoir going onward 
in u.G.S.4 i f  Turtank wan not yot sufficiently operative 
itsoIf to eliminate tankers from U.G. Convoys.

v
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8. We would like to mako tho general observation that 
anything you can do to promote this convoy scheme from 
the Caribbean will of course be a substantial 

£  contribution to our general o il problems, quite apart 
from the 'in trinsic merits of the scheme as a shinning
operation ana

1st Lord 
1st S.L. (2; 
D.F.S.L.
3rd S.L.
4th S*jjo
V.C.N. s .
A, C.iM.S . (H>
A.0 .b •S • (F ; (2)
A aO.N. q > (T)
K.A. 1.St * T

L*, of K (2)D. cf 1L (Q)I). O.D. rH) (2)
T)-i- © i • #» J < (43mC\ D.L. ii (2)

of Q i
-  9 it for -

r i / o.U r K.’ s * ; i ' V':
• v

H a ,  o l ■ • r
A t -v

A c .  B i a k e
. t d .  B e m s e yIt o f r«

l . P .  ( 2 )
W .i ) .
T> m t>■*-* * X » t  v

CM)D . T . b .
D . T . I ) . vO )
I ) . O . D . ( F ) (

m this connection
3 to Geoffrey Lloyd,

Advance.copy Ops

'  < '»

ction

vteful you pass
i

2337Z/1
. ,  O.D., Trade.
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

1.12.1942.
Tuesday.

Australia and New Zealand., Attu/T; -
Situation. (2) 1 destroyer arrived Buna passage night
(Contd.) 29tb/30th.

(3) American forward troops have reached Buna 
village while Australians have pressed their 

attack supported by artillery and mortar fire to within 100 
yards of Gona village. Our forces also advancing along 
Sanananda track.
(4) Strong forces Marauders, B.25, Aircobras and Kittyhawks 
again attacked enemy positions Buna - Gona area during day 
starting numerous fires 16 Kittyhawks acting as top cover 
intercepted 12 Zeros at 10000 feet over Dobodura area shooting 
down 7 Zeros for the loss of 2. Other Kittyhawks engaged dive 
bombing enemy positions probably destroyed another zero.
(5) 7 enemy dive bombers and 1 Zero attacked Dobodura during 
afternoon destroying 1 grounded aircraft 2 dive bombers and 1 
Zero believed shot down (? 2 groups missing).
(6) 5 enemy bombers attempting attack 2 small allied corvettes 
in Timor Sea morning 30th intercepted by 2 Beaufighters hit 
scored on 3 bombers who jettisoned bombs. 3 Beaufighters 
intercepted 3 medium bombers 4 Zeros in same area during 
afternoon 1 Zero 1 bomber damaged. Enemy aircraft attacked 
corvettes during evening no damage reported 1 Beaufighter 
lost.
(G. H.Q. S.W.P.A. , 0745Z/1 to Admty., etc.)

AQUITANIA. AQUITANIA convoy to sail Wellington p.m. 11th 
December E.T.A. Fremantle 19th Dec. F.O. 
Ceylon pass to C. in C. E.F.
(N.Z.N.B., 1456H/1 to Admty., etc.)

Boom Admty. 1823A/1.
Defence See America and West Indies.
Depots.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx, positions. Slight increase in sightings 
in Western Mediterranean. Uncertain at present 
whether these were U-Boats from Italian ports or 

from Atlantic. No recent evidence from Western Approaches to 
Gibraltar and Casablanca but possibly up to 6 may still be east 
of 11° 59’ W.
(D.D.I.C., 1405A/1, 1411A/1.)
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War Diary. Tuesday.
U-BOAT CAMPAIGN _  J J .  ^

Submarines Attacked.
Weekly My 1059/22/7.
Summary. Bay area. Nov. 27th. Halifax aircraft 10

miles north of Santander attacked a U-Boat with 
depth charges and claimed a direct hit. Five 

hours later a Liberator aircraft, 70 miles East of Bilbao 
attacked with bombs a U-Boat probably the same as that 
previously attacked. U-Boat later reported entering Hendaye.
2. Eastern Mediterranean.
(a) 7th Nov. During American bombing raid on Tobruk Balilla 
class U-Boat hit by 2 bombs and subsequently completely wrecked 
internally by demolition. Wreck beached.
(b) 27th Nov. Two corvettes 10 miles north of Derna carried 
out prolonged Asdic hunt and produced considerable amount of 
oil and 1 Dutch electric bulb.
3. Western Mediterranean. Nov. 28th. Aircraft 10 miles North 
of Bone sighted U-Boat which dived. Two destroyers attacked. 
U-Boat surfaced out of control and sank vertically, stern 
first, and was subsequently located on the bottom.
(D.A/S.W., 1022A/1 to Cominch, B.A.D., Comnaveu, N.S.H.Q.)
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War Diary.
SITUATION REPORT.

m m / + i

2.12.1942.
Wednesday

Home Commands.
A large naval unit, almost certainly TIRPITZ, 
was seen by P.R.U. at 1400 in Lofjord.

South Atlantic.
U.S.EXCELLO is reported to havejbeen torpedoed 
and sunk by a U-Boat at 0700Z/13 November in 
32° S. 30° E.
PHOEBE, who has been repairing torpedo damage 
at Point Noire sailed for Freetown via 
Takoradi today.

oJBEmA,\*4r

A

Mediterranean.
An aircraft from Gibraltar attacked with depth 
charges a U-Boat on the surface at ll45A/today 
in 37.49 N. 2.14 E.(60 miles N.N.E. of Algiers) 
and reports two probable hits.
Ltetii£ 1— 4  Xir/n Lf Yfy,*£At*- L .  !*/*•>.«/<
MANXMAN (torpedoed yesterday) arrived at Mers-el 
Kebir this morning in tow of PATHFINDER.

Force Q. 
destroys 
enemy convoy. 
QUENTIN 
Sunk.

CRT.
& c U ^ .  ASPROMOHTE. W  

A V £ U 7 1  NO 3 ,' ll it 

PVCClNl  3  M l
AT 7"- /• bOO

rt-o*-~

/£• to. ^ f

Force Q.(AURORA, ARGONAUT, SIRIUS and 2 
destroyers) sailed from Bone yesterday to 
intercept some small convoys for Tunisia which 
were reported by aircraft. At 0037A today 
Force Q*attacked a convoy in 37.39 N. 10.50 E. 
(about 40 miles North of Gape Bon). The enemy 
scattered and made smoke. C.S.12 considered 
his force sank*four Merchant Ships(of which at 
least two appeared to be troopships) and 3 
destroyers. There were no damage or casualties 
in Force Q. At 0634A the force_was attacked^by 
to rue do aircraft and JU 88 in .2702 i \ . 8 . j 2  a . 
and*QUENTIN was torpedoed and sunk.
At 1237A N.G.X.F. asked S.O. Force H to sail two 
4.7” destroyers to Algiers to reinforce Force Q 
(ESKIMO and TARTAR were sent); he is to keep 
not less than 10 destroyers in company with 
Force H, calling on Gibraltar Escort Force if 
absolutely essential.

/P.R.U....
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War Diary.
SITUATION REPORT.

2.12.191+2.
Wednesday.

Mediterranean - Oontd.
P.R.U. reported at 1300-1327 near Marittimo a 7000 
ton tanker with 2 destroyers circling, and 14- 
destroyers and 2 E-Boats near Marittimo, whilst 
1+5 miles and 30 miles respectively W hy S of 
Marittimo there were a stationary destroyer and 
5 destroyers (one down hy the stem), 2 s:::all 
merchant ships and a large oil patch. S/Ms P.1+5* 
1+3, 1+8, 37 and 219 were sent to search for 
damaged vessels.

Aircraft and 
D. 11+
destroy a 
convoy.

Aircraft from Malta about 2000A today attacked 
with tomedoes an enemy convoy in 5k° 1+5' N. 11° 
1+5' E . (East of Kerkenah) steering 250° and sank 
two merchant vessels and left a third sinking; 
the escort scattered. JERVIS (Oapt.D. 11+), JAVELIN, 

and KELVIN sailed from Malta this afternoon, 
to intercept the convoy. At 001+8A/3 Capt.D U+, 
who arrived on the scene about 3if hours after the 
aircraft attack reported that he had sunk a small 
enemy*T.B.,#. employed in rescuing survivors 
from a vessel set on fire by aircraft, which 
also sank in 3k° 51’ N. 11° 39’ E.

AL jPO. tn.R.ijao.)

At 1826A, P.35 set on fire and holed on the 
waterline by gunfire the 1097 ton Northbound 
SS.SACRO OUORE in 55° 28' N. 11° 21* E and 
selected for capture 10 German Air Force and 
Army personnel.

H.S.IJ.201 and South African minesweeper BORSBURG 
were damaged by near misses in air attack on 
Alexandria p.m. today.

America & West Indies.
SS. CITY OP BATH is reported to have been 
torpedoed and sunk in 9° 50' N. 59° 25’ W. 
at 0110Z today.
SS.SOLON II was torpedoed and sunk^at 2350 G.M.T 
today in position reported to be 7° 1+5’ N.
56° 30’ W. "very inaccurate."



MOST SECRET.

2.12. 19*4-2.
War Diary. Wednesday.

Available 
operational 
S/Ms in 
Home 
Waters.

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
(1) It is understood that the four submarines of 
the Home Flotillas at present stationed at 
Gibraltar may shortly be returning to U.K.
(2) As far as F. 0. (S) is concerned from a manning 
and training point of view, the above submarines 
can remain provided they reach U.K. not later 
than mid-March.
(3) It is estimated that until that date the

maximum number of submarines available for operations in Home 
Waters will be 3 T Class, 3 S Class, GRAPH, 6 U.S. S/Ms, UREDD, 
SOKOL, 0.1*4-, 0.15, and JUNON. New construction submarines workin 
up for Mediterranean Flotillas will also be available 
intermittently.
(F.O.S., 1102A/2 to Admty).

Kirkwall.
Operational
Control.

A. C.O.S. 12i+7/28. Concur.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1145A/2 to Admty).

CLYDE
Jj if-b ̂

Movements.
F.O.(S) 1059/26. From 180° Bishop Rock 10 
miles proceed through (x) 180° Lizard Head 
20 miles (y) 180° Start Point 20 miles to R/V 
with escort in 50° 33.8 N. , 001° 50.6 W.

(vide Q. Z.H.930) at 0830/5th.
(Capt. S.5»» 1005A/2 to Clyde).
Estimate CLYDE P.C.S. at 1200A/2nd. 0*4-9° 03' N. , 013° 

25’ W. S.O.A. 2-g- knots.
(C. in C. W.A., 1159A/2 to Escorts K.X.7).

GUNNEL. Intend sailing GUNNEL escorted by CAPE PORTLAND 
for Roseneath at 0900/3rd. E.T.A. 0800/7* 
(N.O.I.C. Falmouth, 1020A/2).

JUNON Intend to sail JUNON escorted by LEICESTER CITY 
1202A/3rd for Dundee routed.
(a) 091° Sumberg Head 5 miles (b) 089° Fair 
Isle 6 miles (c) 058° *0+’ N. , 002° 32’ W. thence 
by searched channel. E.T.A. 1500A/*+th.
(S.O. S/lt Lerwick, 1211A/2) See also S.O. S/M 
Lerwick 20*+lA/3»

W.A. Command Situation at 1955A/2. Details.
(C. in C. W.A., 1358A/2) See Lion Copy.

0.10 Your 351/2 of 26th Nov. Owing to shortage of 
A/S training S/M, 0.10 should be sail4^^ for 
Rothesay as soon as possible after 1st January, 
19*+3*(F.O.S., 15*+3A/2 to Capt. S.6).

/M.F.V. ..
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Rood, 2020 .

Addressed .Admiralty.

S itu a t io n  a t  1955A/2nd Deoember. 1942 ,

S e c t io n  N.E,

Q .P.15(M ) MUSKETEER 58 55 07 01 • 001® Bntfc o f  Lewis 9
FORESTER 7 m ile s  th en ce
IMPULSIVE Loch Ewe
BERGAMDT 
BRYONY 
BRITOMART
HAZARD _ . .

5 JyJ/V 'S  u n esco rted  co n tin u e  through Minohes,

S e c tio n  S .£»

CYGNET
WALLFLOWER
H.M.77 MAID MARION 

SOUTHERN BREEZE
Convoy BERN
B .B .4 0 KINGSTON BERYL 

LEEDS UNITED 
NORTHERN GIFT 
NORTHERN FOAM

0.N .M .151 ROSEMARY 
1  T raw ler

O .N .S .150 ANE-IONE
ASPHODEL
a b e l ia
OLDVER

M .K .F .3 ARCHER
1 SOUTHERN SPRAY

Convoy thalassa

M .K .S .2
BALSAM

FOWEY

S e c tio n  N.W. ;

S .C .1 1 0 ST. LAURENT
C .T.U , BATTLE FORD
2 4 .1 .1 1 CHTT.TiTWA.CK 

EYEBRIGHP 
NAPANEE 
SHEDIAC 
KENOGAMI v v

H .K .52 ARAB
HUGH WALPOLE
ANGLE
TKERLMEHE

53 59 04 55 To Tobermory. 11
53 50 04 51 To Londonderry 12
53 00 05 04 Southbound 8

52 45 04 54
i j

Northbound. 9
S a i l s  B e l f a s t To B r i s t o l  Channel 8

0600A./3 .>

52 06 05 23 To B e l f a s t 9 ?

55 39 07 30 To 55 30  15 02 7

55 42 04 49

'• * •
To M oelfre  Bay

S a i l s  B arry  
Roads 2000A/2

To North Channel
J  * £■ - 9g-

S a i l s  B arry To Clyde ' "  " 8
Roads 2300A/2
54 30 05 17 3!o L iv erp o o l 7
O ff Mull o f  

K in ty re
To Tobermory 3

57 13 21 53  To ‘ 56  28 08 52

r'

8

59 43 10 4 4  To

•« •

61 21  1 4  59 0

• R .U .5 ]/ ,
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Saction N.W. (continued)

S R.U.51 MAZURKA 61 24 18 26 To

S.C.L.UO

PIROUETTE 
BIACKFLY 
EBORWYKE 
U.S.S. DUANE 58 44 24 21

...iU ’.U, U.'S. S. SCHENCK
24.6,3 

Section S.Ŵ

U.S.S. BABBITT
U.S.S. DEAR! relieves U.S.S. DUANE

BERMUDA 
GRAffl 
0.N.149 • BROADLY

45 05 15 18 To 
45 30 17 00 
50 16 35 39 To

> O.T.U. POLYANTHUS
24.1.12 MOREEN

' i f  * ■ K.X.7

PICTOU
PRIMROSE
ORILLIA
KRAKOWIAK 49 05 13 15 To

. bleasdale

M.K.S.3 A

LAUDERDALE 
MELBHEAK 

■ GERANIUM 46 09 14 46 To
6 Corvettes • :  •• - ‘

’ /  '

HYDERABAD ; '  ■  ■ \  •.. - - f

1 VS/7 VIOLET 44 06 14 46 To
K.M.S.4 tay 41 57 15 57 To

8 Corvettes

V1f *
4 Minesweepers

K.M.F.4 EGRET
5 Destroy cars 39 58 14 57 To

« 1 Sloop ■'*

i  m /v
2 Corvettes
DUNBAR 40 05 15 23 To

H.X.216 PIREDRAKE 56 48 12 58 ToC.T.U.
24.1.6

SUNFLOWER
ALISMA
PINK

-

2  1J/V*S LOOSESTRIFE 56 41 11 20 To

4  a , V"|!| . ' f ,  M w

61 08 17 51 thence 
59 35 12 00

To Bqykjavik

at about 2200A/3

50 02 15 16 
55°
43 45 50 46

46 00 14 00

49 02 14 46

49 02 14 46 
♦1 3C 16 00 thence 
35 45 10 00

56 00 10 00

35 45 10 00 
56 27 08 29

56 27 08 29 thenoo 
55 35 07 00

12

io£

1358A/2

V. C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S.
a . c.n. s.
a . c.n. s .
N.A. 1st

r.t ■ D.T.D. if.
(H). d . t . d.O
W  (2 ). I .P .(2 )
(T ). W.D.
S.L.

Cfeptaln ELra.

JiC M ’ U  u i  ivi \1X
D .D .I.C .(2 ). 
D. o f  P .(2 ).

Outy Captain (2)* 
Adnri.ie.1 Blake 
D .N .I.(4 ).
D.M.S.
U .S.N .(3).
Admiral Ramsey (4 ), 
Mr. Cross (M, Books).

: " u

D.A/S.W.

abd
•  •* •



4MMOST SECRET
HOST SDQRdJT*

ITST
MB3JL

D ate* 2 .1 2 * 4 2 ,
From* F . 0 . ( 3 ) .

Rood. 1 3 0 2 .
p /l by  t/p *

Add resso d , A dm iralty*

211*

P o s it io n s  o f  subm arines a t  0800A 3rd December and 
movements fo r  fo llow in g  24 h o u rs.

(A) JUNON duo Lerw ick a t  0700 3rd December from N orth
eastward* The nce ■■ooaorfrud by Laf O-JUTiOR 9-HW le a v e s a t  

^ oeo- 3rd- De-comb or.  aVfl. A. Dmdoia 1 6 00 1th December.*,

(B ) 33ALICN due R/V w ith  WHIT3 B3AR in 130 doga, Biahop 
Rook 5 m ilos a t  0300 3rd Duoombor fo r  passage to  Falmouth*

(0 ) GUNNBL esco rted  by 0AP3 PORTLAND le a v e s  Falmouth 0900 
3 rd December due Roaeneath 0800 7ih  December speed 5 k n o ts .

(D) GtLYDB 49 deg3 ,  43* North 10 dcg3 * 55* West dived by 
day through 49 dogs. 5 0 1 North 09 dogs* 01* West 180 d egs. 
B ishop R jok 10 m ilea  and 180 dogs. L izard  3*

(3 )  GRAPH approxim ate p o s it io n  45 dogs* 4 0 ’ North 16  degs*
35 West dived by day through 47 degs, 01* North 1 3  degs*
50* West and 49 dogs, 1 5 ’ N jr th  12 degs, 31 ' West* t . .  /> fy.3

(F ) GURNARD in zone K .505*

(G) DOLFIJN 46 dog3 ,  28* North 04 degs, 40* West dived by 
day through 47 dog3 * 5 9 ’ North 06 dogs* 6 0 ’ West a t  0800 
4th  December th ence to  180 dogs. L izard  Head 10  m ilos*

(H) TUNA 47 dogs, 4 0 ' N orth 05 degs, 20 ' West dived by day 
through 46 degs, 01* North 03 dogs, 01* West f o r  p a tro l in 
B iso ay  South z x ie .

D. o f  P lan s  (2 ) 
D.A/3.W.
Hd* o f  M,
W,'D.
I , P , (2 )
D.T*D.iM) 
D#N .I . ( 4 )
U. 3 *N ,(3 )

-—  A  4-3

1 7 37A/2* cwvtft ISICJA/  3 .

Advance copy se n t Duty Oapt, D ,0 ,D .(H ),

A.O.N ,3*(H ) 
N.A, 1 s t  3*L
Gap t .  Pirn

O.N ,3*(H ) 
ii* 1 s t  o*L ,#

a j a *



MOST SECRET.

War Diary*
HOME COMMANDS.

2.12. 191+2. 
Wednesday.

M.F.V. 2013 
M.F.V. 2017

y>.

Movements. - Contd.
My 15U5/29. These vessels left Scilly Isles 
for Gibraltar at ll+30/l. Speed about 3 or 6 
knots.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1601A/2 to F. O.C.N.A. (R) 
F.O.S.)

S/M
Positions.

At 0800A/3* Details.
(P.O.S. , 1737A/2) See Lion Copy, >

NORFOLK, C.S.I's 0958/2. Intend to pass Hoxa Gate with
CUMBERLAND. CUMBERLAND in company at 1500/3rd through 06l°

20’ N., 025° 29' W . , to Hvalfjord. S.O.A.
17 knots.
(NORFOLK, I82I4A/2) •

Operations.
Patrols. 1. Intend M.L. 303 (S.O.) and R.M.L. 523 to

patrol tonight on a line between 50° 20’ N.,
2° 10’ W., and 50° 13' N., 2° 50' W.
2. Leave Portland at 1800 by Q. Z. S. 382 and 

patrol-line at dawn 3rd.
3. Object: Anti E-boat patrol and cover to convoys.
Codeword ’'Device”.

----- -^F.O.I.C. Portland 1130A/2).
Cancel my 1315/2. ALBRIGHTON with M.T.B. 21+3 (S.O.) 95, 

86, M.G.B.611. Proceed St. Helens forthwith and if weather 
suitable to patrol between 50° 32’ N., 00° 1+0* E. 50° 20' N., 
00° 05' W. either with whole force or v/ith M.G. B. 6ll leaving 
M.T.Bs. in Harbour.
2. Pass E A 3 Buoy outward 1800 and inward 0800. Codeword 
"Advent”.
3. C.W. 138 (S.O. Escort CATTISTOCK) passes BeachyHead Oi+15 
and BA.5 Buoy 0950. Keep to south eastward of it as far as 
patrol-line permits.
1+. Chasseurs 15 (S.O.) and 5 on usual patrol south of E.A. 5 
Buoy.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1623A/2).
M.Ls. 108, 101, 210, 213 and 128 supported by M.G.Bs. 329 

and 331 carrying out operation N.L. 77* E.T.D.175 (sic). 
E.T.R. 0115/3*

(V. A. Dover, 1639A/2).
-3 My 1130A/2. Patrol cancelled. M.L.303 and R.M.L. 523 

remaining in harbour at short notice.
(P.0.I.C. Portland 1651/2).

Operation Admiralty Letter M/P 0. 17505/^-2 of 13. Nov. 1+2
’’Cabaret”. para. 2. The date of this operation is now

uncertain. At least 7 days notice will be given. 
- (D. O.D. (H.), 1252A/2 to C. in C. H.P. , C. in C.

Rosyth, H. Q.C.C.)



MOST SECRET.

2.12.1942. 
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Exercises.
My 1549A/lst. X.C.P. Blue Force is not to cross 
latitude O630 N., before 1200A/(?5) (zero hour).
(2) Blue Force is to sail p.m. December 3rd,
S.O. informing me of his time of departure.
(3) Red Force is to sail from Hvalfiord as 

ordered by SUFFOLK.
(4) Attention is called to H.F. War Communication Order 53 
para. 2 which should also apply to shore based aircraft.

(C.S.l 0958A/2 to SUFFOLK, BERWICK, NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND). 
BERWICK and one destroyer proceed on patrol "White” in 

accordance with H W 0 60, para. 12 (2) and (3)»
(C. in C. H.F. , 1733A/2 to SUFFOLK).
Your 1733/2. BERWICK and FURY sailed.
(A.C.I.C. , 2352A/2 to C. in C. H.F.)

War Diary.

Exercise
C.F.

Allied Air Activity.
Biscay Request heavy daylight bombing attacks on Bay of
Ports. Biscay ports may be continued and that some

attention may be paid to Lorient aerodrome from 
which K.G. 6 operates, as Ju.88 fighters are 
causing a lofct of inconvenience to anti U-boat 

operations in Bay of Biscay.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1331A/2 to Admty).
16 Group Swordfish aircraft will carry out anti E-boat 

patrol between positions:-
(a) 165 Anvil Point 20 (b) 210° Portland Bill 22 (c) 200°
Start point 27 (d) 180° Eddystone 23* From 1830 today till 
dawn 3rd to cover passage of convoys.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 1645A/2).

Enemy Air Activity.
A/C attacked. Am being attacked by 3 enemy aircraft (class 2) 

49° 13’ N., 07° 45' W.
(A/C F of 59 Sqdn. 1540/2 to 19 Group).

Mining.
ADVENTURE 1. Request you will allocate a short title and

issue orders for ADVENTURE to carry out the opera 
tions referred to in Admty. Letter M/O.D.2144/42 
dated 27th Nov. 1942.

2. Three ships of fourth M.S.F. should be made available to 
carry out a skimming sweep at a depth of 40 feet below chart 
datum.
3* Request you will sail these ships for Milford Haven as 
convenient.
(A.C.N.S. (H.), 1153A/2 to C. in C. Plymouth).
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

mm 4^
2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

Enemy Intelligence.

ANTARKTIS,
MAX ALBRECHT, 
SPICHEREN, 
NORD ATLANTIC.

P.R.U. Ferrol p.m./lst December shows ANTARKTIS 
MAX ALBRECHT and SPICHEHN present.
(2) SPICHERN probably unseaworthy.
(3) S.M.Z. 40 and my 1904/26th Nov. add MAX 
ALBRECHT to list.
(4) NORD ATLANTIC probably ready for sea. 
(F.O.S. , 1048A/2 to S/Ms

30th November Russian Shore batteries sank in 
approach to 1 Petsamo one 8,000 ton ship and one 
of 5»200. One of these was the HANS RICKMERS 
of Hamburg.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1305A/2 to Admty).
N.I.D. Comment.
1. In August 1942, guns were reported mounted 

on Ribachi Peninsula to cover Titovka Bay (in Motovski Gulf) 
and dominating Petsamo Fjord. C.B.1753» Plan 17A dated April 
1942.
2. At present Russians hold entire Ribachi Peninsula and 
Sredni Peninsula and, in addition to the guns mentioned in 
para. 1 above, it is possible that the guns have also been 
mounted on the west coast of Sredni Peninsula. N.I.D. 16.

HANS RICKMERS 
sunk.
One 8,000 ton 
M/V sunk.

LEIPZIG. (a) Light cruiser possibly LEIPZIG with three
Gdynia. ANTON SCHMIDT destroyers could have passed

through Sound northbound on November 9th.
Graded B. 3*
(b) My 1041/27* No light cruisers were reported 
at Gydnia November 14th. Graded A2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 1831/2 to Admty).

TIRPITZ P.R.U. 1400/2 Dec. photographs show no shipping
in Foetten Fjord. Large naval unit almost 
certainly TIRPITZ in Lofjord.
(D.D.I.C. , 2216A/2).

German 55. Bilbao confirm that German 55 will be ready for
sea tonight 2nd.
(D.D.I.C., 2311A/2 to C. in C. Plymouth, H.Q.C.C., 
F.O.S.)

U-boats.
U-boats D/F bearings at 0554Z indicate U-boat in area
reported. within 75 miles of 43 N., 16° 30’ W.

(D.D.I.C., 10 20A/2).
It is estimated that 4 U-boats may be patrolling 
between 45° 01' N. , and 47° 02' N. , 16 30’ W.

and 20° 04' W., of which two were D/Fd yesterday with 100 miles 
of 46° 03' N., 20° 01* W., and 44° 59’ N. , and 19° 58’ W. 
respectively.
(D.D.I.C., 1132A/2 to GRAPH).

/By...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

2.12.19U2.
Wednesday,

U-boats.
By D/F at 1711Z/2, U-boat probably outward 
bound estimated to be anywhere within 50 miles 
of 62° 00* N. , on the Greenwich meridian. 
(D.D.I.C. , 1856A/2).
A.M. I856A/2. Further bearings give position 
anywhere within 50 miles of 62° U-O’ N. , on the 

Greenwich meridian.
(D.D.I.C., 1 9 3 W 2 ) .
D/F at 1909Z indicates U-boat in about 6 3° N. 0° 30’ E. 

1° 30’ E. If this unit is different from that referred to in 
A.M. I856A/ 2  and 1934A/2, it is probably homeward-bound. 

(D.D.I.C., 22i|.lA/2).

Casualties & Defects.
CITY OF Approx, bearing and distance from T, 355° 221.
EDINBURGH. Hove to seriously damaged heavy weather.

Forward gunmounting washed away taking off 
ventilator underneath at deck. Hold below full 
of water. Endeavouring repair.
(CITY OF EDINBURGH 0115/2 to C. in C. W.A. ) 

Following from CITY OF EDINBURGH. My 0115. Additional 
damage forward hatch 2 derricks buckled, starboard winch broken. 
Proceeding towards (?destination) reduced speed until weather 
moderates corrected position bearing and distance from T.337° 
293 miles

(Burnham Radio, 1700 G.M.T./2 to C. in C. W.A.)

U-boats
reported.
Contd.

JAMAICA.

GLASGOW.

N.0.I.C. Barrow, 1202/1. Agree to date of 
completion of JAMAICA being deferred by three 
days. Ship is required to sail p.m./13th Dec. 
and under no circumstances can a further extensio 
of time be considered.
(C.in C. H.F., 1127A/2 to Admty).

Your 1133/lst. It will be convenient if 
GLASGOW proceeds up harbour leaving Tail of the 
Bank at approx. 0900/5.
(N.0.I.C. Glasgow, 1U35/2 to C. in C. H.F.)

ATHERSTONE, Departure Tugs SUPERMAN and KENIA to assist. 
EGLINTON. ATHERSTONE and EGLINTON.

(F.O.I.C. Harwich, I65OA/2).

SAMSONIA

UNBEATEN

Has developed defects and will be unable to sail 
with convoy K.X.6 A.
(D.O.D. (H.), 19U2A/2). ^  ̂

Your llOU/15 Nov. and submission 268ij/S. M. 01+330 
dated 21st Nov. UNBEATEN formally paid off on 
11th Nov.
(Head of M., 2001A/2 to F.O.S.)

/Raft
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Raft with 
A/C.

s .c .l . no

Casualties & Defects. - Contd.

Your 1054Z/lst. ^'£ifo^has raft with A/C in tow. 
Proceeding Londonderry.

■*(FIREDRAKE, 2319A/2 to C. in C. W.A.)

Shipping & Convoys.
W i U U l A M

LEARY has been directed to relieve^DUANE in 
escort unit 24.6.3 and then DUANE is to proceed 
Reykjavik to land medical case. When DUANE 
leaves convoy S.C.L.110 about 2100/2 SCHENK will 
become S.O. of escort.
(C.T.G. 24.6., 0436Z/2).

My OlllA/30 para. 5. Amend codeward to read 
"Conifer”.
(Admty. 0710A/2).

Please infoiro expected date of readiness accordin 
present programme of each merchant vessel for 
inclusion in next homeward convoy.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 0858A/2 to Dalgleish). 

Your 0858A/2nd. Owing to shortage of available cargo and 
possible change in present ice conditions cannot vouch for 
any reliable date ofreadiness yet.
(2) Is there any necessity for haste after arrival Kola,. 

(Dalgleish 1722A/2 to S.B.N.O. North Russia).

T. A. 29

Q.P. 16

DANMARK DANMARK and Tugs now in Aberdeen Bay. Consider
. the two small tugs with tow are not sufficient

for passage further north and intend sending tow 
on with GOLIATH in addition when weather suitable. 
(P.O.I.C. Aberdeen, 1206/2).

K.M. S. 5 Admty. 2119/30.
1. A/S escort LONDONDERRY S.O. , HASTINGS, 
LANDGUARD, LULWOEFH, BIDEFORD, REGINA,

KITCHENER, LOUISB0RG, PRESCOTT, MOOSEJAW, ALGOMA, WOODSTOCK 
K /U,f f(7WEST0N) PETUNIA,and CAMRC8E,to arrive Clyde p.m./9th Dec.

- 2. N.O.I.C. Liverpool to sail KITCHENER, MOOSEJAW, ALGOMA
and N.O.I.C. Milford Haven, to sail HASTINGS to arrive Londonde 
December 6th. N.O.I.C. Belfast to sail REGINA and WOODSTOCK 
to arrive Londonderry December 6th.
3. PETUNIA now at Clyde.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1225A/2).

My 1132/lst. Sailed "Protocel."
~(N.O.I.C. Cardiff, 2310A/2 to N.O.I.C. Greenock).

Q.P.15 M. Ships for West Coast ports South of Loch Ewe
are to be detached to proceed independently off 
Loch Ewe.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1333A/2 to Escorts Q.P.15 M).

/STRATHAIRD...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys. - Contd.
My P.C. S. at 1600, OkO° 3k' N., 015° 08’ W.
160° 20.

*<AV0N VALE, 1U15A/2 to EGRET (R) FARNDALE).
*-1—  /a.53
Arrived Clyde portion M.K.S.2 and Clyde portion 
M.K. P.3*
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 1801jA/2).

Route Bay Q. Z.L. 18 through position 
(Q) 180° Fastnet 10 miles (R) 50° 36' N., 12°
57’ W. (S) i+6° N. , lk° W. (T) kO° N. , 13° W.
(U) 36° 31* N., 09° 30’ W. thence to Gibraltar.

2. Stragglers route as convoy route but lettered V to Z 
with instructions to open out and keep 30 miles to starboard 
of route if straggling. Ships which straggle before reaching
R should, if returning, conform to M. A. R. I. Section 1 para. 3 (f)
3. Fighter protection Codeword "Hickory'*.
(D.O.D. (H.), 1930A/2 to P.O.I.C. Milford Haven).

A.M. 1919/29 Nov. and 0107/30 Nov. are cancelled.
Tug SAMSONIA has developed defects and will be unable to 
sail with convoy. Jb. ̂
2. A.M. 2207/20 Nov. paras, ij. and 5. These tv© trawlers may 
be held at Gibraltar in readiness to escort ARIGUANI to U.K. 
when a suitable tug can be made available to tow her. This 
will not be before end December.

(D.O.D. IH.), 1942A/2 to P.O.I.C. Milford Haven).
A.M. 2207/20 Nov. amended by A.M. 1818/22 Nov.

Perry steamer EMPIRE CHUB and tug EMPIRE FRED are expected to 
be ready at Milford Haven by 6th Dec. and should be included in 
this convoy.
2. Destinations are Suez via Cape and Capetown respectively.
3* P. O.C.N.A. is requested to arrange onward sailing. It is 
most desirable that EMPIRE TITAN, EMPIRE NED, and EMPIRE FRED 
should reach their final destinations with as little delay as 
possible.

(D.O.D. (H.), 19MJA/2 to P.O.I.C. Milford Haven).

War Diary.

STRATHAIRD

M.K.S. 2 
M.K. P.3.

K.X. 6 A.

M.K. S.3 M.K. S.3. The following ten M/Vs arrived. Names
(D.S.T.O. Greenock 2230/2).

W. S.25 Convoy W. S.25 delayed k& hours.
2. Following is proposed embarkation programme. 
Details.
(D.S.T., 2300A/2).

H.X.216 SALAMIS, AXEL^ JOHNSON, KALDFONN detached in 
accordance with your llUU/lst at l600A/2nd in 
56.if2Tl3.llW.

^h(PIREDRAKE, 2319A/2 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Ships...



MOST SECRET

2.12.19U2.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping & Convoys -  Contd.

In view o f  the absence o f  enemy A/C attacks in  
the I r is h  Sea and St. G eorge's Channel during 
19U2 and the n ecessity  fo r  speeding up tanker 
movements, i t  is  f o r  con sid era tion  whether the 
present p ra ct ice  o f  sending the B r is to l Channel 
p ortion  o f  homeward ocean convoys into B elfast 
should be d iscontinued.
2. Your views are requested on th is proposal 

taking in to  con sidera tion  -  ( a ) Trawler escort to  R/V with 
the convoy o f f  B e lfa st .
(B) Commodore from B.B. Convoy pool to embark in  escort from 
B elfa st.
(C) Routeing in stru ction s  to  be sent out in escort from 
B elfast.
(D) Arrangements f o r  navigational -lights and F ighter p ro te ct io n  
to be as fo r  B.B. convoys.
(E) D e s ira b ility  convoy arriv in g  in  B r is to l Channel at any 
hour o f  day or n ight.
(D.T.D. , 2342A/2 to C. in  C. W.A. )

War Diary.

Ships fo r  
B r is to l 
Channel in  
Ocean 
Convoys.

I t  is  proposed to s a i l  O.N.S.156 from L iverpool 
on 2Uth December instead o f  on Christmas day. 
Request your concurrence.
(D.T.D. 2351A/2 to  C. in  C. W.A.)

O .N .S .I56



MOST SECRET.

r u j

War Diary.
2 . 1 2 . 191*2 .
Wednesday

FOREIGN STATIONS.

K.M.S.2+.
Force X .
"Following Admiralty cargoes sailed destination 
Gibraltar in SAN AMADO, COWRIE, Collier.ANTONIO, 
EMPIRE GAZELLE, HAMPTON LODGE.
(Admiralty 1321A/2).

Forecast of 
Convoys and 
escorts.

h ll .1. MUS.3.X will leave Algiers 5th December 
(?local) escort ROCHESTER,LEITH, ERNE, 
SCARBOROUGH,STORK, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA, 
Arriving Gibraltar 8th December local escort 
ROCHESTER, LEITH, ERNE, SCARBOROUGH, STORK, 

COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA. Arriving Gibraltar 8th December. 
Sailing 10th December, Ocean escort, ARDROSSAN, DUNBAR,
LYME REGIS, WORTHING, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, TAY, WEAR, Total for 
U.K. about 38 ships.2. M.K.S.3 Y will leave Algiers 9th December. Local escort 
DEPTFORD, MARIGOLD, VETCH, CONVOLVULUS, PENTSTEMON. Passefl

• Gibraltar 12th Dec. Ocean escort LAUDERDALE, STORK, AZALEA,
/ . SURREY^MELBREAK. Total for U.K. about 25 ships.

3. K.M.S.2+ passes Gibraltar p.m./7th December with local 
escort VENOMOUS, WIVERN*VELOX, ENCHANTRESS, FLEETWOOD, BADDECK, 
ALBERNI, SUMMERSIDE, PORT ARTHUR^VILLE DE QUEBEC.
2+.K.M.F.2+ and M.K.F.2+ with present ocean escort reinforced with 
East of 012° W. as arranged by F.0.C.N.A,M.K.F.2+. will 
orobably leave Algiers 8th December.
(N.C.X.F. 11+15A/2;. * /6, £3 .

Escorts for
Trans
Atlantic
tanker
convoys.

Your l835/29th. It is estimated this requires 
the whole time service of one escort group 
Y/hich will put some pressure on my resources. 
Trial will decide practicability ofmeeting 
demand. Request date first convoy is expected 
to leave West Indies and arrive Gibraltar. 
(N.C.X.F. 1531A/2 to Admiralty,V.A.Gibraltar).

Tanker My 1523/30th. Amend as follows.
Movements. 1. DINGLEDALE to Oran to load and return

Algiers. . A „2. For "BROWN RANGER" read "As convenient.
3. For 1+ read 3.
5. After "Oran" read "Or Algiers."

Add CLAUSINA to discharge as much 100 octane as possible at 
Gibraltar. , .(N.C.X.F. 1 5 W / 2 ) .

Plying over 
French West 
Africa.

Your 232+5/30. Boisson has asked that A/C 
might cease flying over French West Africa 
on R/C. I have informed him that these, 
flights have been ordered to cease. Suggest 

iteps be taken to ensure that no A/C fly over French West 
African territory until proper arrangements have been conclude 
Joissan stated that De Gaullist aircraft based m  British 
territory frequently flew over his territory.
[N.C.X.F. 162+7A/2 to Admty). 
leply F.O.C.W.A. 12+13/6.

/Dakar....



MOST SECRET.

..ar Diary,
FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.12.19U2.
Wednesday.

Force UX" - Contd.
Dakar F.O.C.N.A. 1251/29. Dakar negotiations
negotiations, are developing favourably and Draft Agreement

includes definite reference to British repetit 
British as well as to American requirements. 

This is a big step forv/ard. I am pressing to have British 
included in Mission as I do not think that there will be any
real objection.
(N.C.X.F. 1708A/2 to Admiralty (R) F.O.C.N.A., B.A.D.Washington!

Shipping 
information 
for U.S. 
Navy Dept.

Navy Dept, has requested to be kept supplied 
with all possible information of U.S.Managed 
Shipping employed in Eastern North Atlantic 
and^U.K. They particularly request_advance 
information of release of U.S.flagships to 
U.S. side of Atlantic.

2.Admiralty is arranging to supply information regarding 
out. ard bound convoj^s. Request you will arrange for similar 
information to be passed direct to Connav for all homeward 
bound convoys and ships transferred from M.K. to G.U.Convoj's. 
(D.T.D. 2531A/2 to N.C.X.F.).



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

FOREIGN; STATIONS.

2.12. 1942. 
Wednesday.

U.G.S.2.

|*4 VELOX
; ji.Si

North Atlantic.

/My 2301/1 sailed VELOX as additional escort to 
Oran section U.G.S.2.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0004A/2 to Admty. N.O.X.F.)

VELOX has been sent to investigate contact 076° 
Europa Point 32 miles. If negative result she 
will join you.
(F.O.C.N.A. 0104/2 to VERITY.)

BERMUDA Ref. 2347/30 from F.O.C.N.A. para 3. BERMUDA
will pass through (reference) position Q at 
1100Z/2 she requests destination and route he 
signalled.

------------ -- FARNDALE 0700Z/2 to Admty.)

U/B Operational summary for 24 hours ended midnight
sightings 1st Dec.
and U/B sightings and attacks by Gibraltar A/C Hudson
attacks. L/233 1045 hours. XTJT 4929 CO 250/5 KTS dived

before attack c ould be made Hudson L/233 1130 
hours. XTCP 2444 NHO 260/6 KTS C/T seen when A/C 

was 5 miles away Wellington 8662T in transit from U.K. 1109 hours. 
CZTQ 2710 CO 340 sighted Wellington J 179 2207 hours. XTNV 4350 
CO 350/5 KTS. attacked with D.Cs and gins, nearest D.C. estimated 
20ft. from port bow no oil or bubbles observed Wellington M 179 
on air test 1240 hours. LBDWA0240 CO 090/3 KTS. periscope only 
seen U/B sightings and attacks by North African based A/C.
Hudson C/500 AG 1300 hours. XTJT 0055 CO and speed not given 
attacked.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar 0831Z/2.)

-AVON VALE AVON VALE not in company. Assume she has failed
FARNDALE to keep station during night. My P.C.S. 039° 46'
. N 014° 40' W 258° 14/.

(FARNDALE 0900A/2 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) EGRET.)
AVON VALE in company. Convoy not met. P.C.S. 040° 12'

015° 12’ 135° 14/. Intend proceeding Gibraltar along convoy 
route at present speed. Weather report 5470 8862 at 1730. 

(FARNDALE 1930A/2 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) EGRET.)

NORD Reported that German tanker NORD ATLANTIC 9897
ATLANTIC gross tonnage at Vigo has made preparation to

sail.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1015A/2 to S & A N.A.)
Informing GURNARD.
(F.O.S. 1307A/2. )

U/B
attacked.

German 61

Have attacked U-Boat in 37° 49* N 2° 14* E with 
depth charges result of attack 2 probable hits 
VIS 30 L.
(A/C 8 HD.L. 1140A/2, 1145/2.) fajji

40).

Dec. 1st. German 61*left Nov. 29th.
(H.M.C. Bilbao 1225/2.)
* Undecypherable in W.R. /schARLACHBERGER. ..
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War Diary.
2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

SCHARLACH-
BERGER.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Will he ready for sea tonight 2nd.
(H.M.C. Bilbao 1230/2 to Admty. (R) M.E.W. B.N.A. 
Madrid. S.O.I. Gibraltar.)
Informing addressees.
(D.D.I.C. 1735A/2 to C. in C. Plymouth. P.O.S. 
H.Q.C.C. N.A. Madrid.)

ASHANTI
QUALITY

Intend sailing ASHANTI and QUALITY for Oran at 
1800/2 routed through 78.70 32.2 E.T.A. Oran 0800 
3rd.
(2) Both ships will be carrying passengers, 
mails and stores for Oran and Mers-El-Kebir. 
(P.O.C.N.A. 1232A/2 to N.O.I.C. Oran. S.O. Force 
H. N.C.X.F.)
Sailed at 2025.
(F. O.C.N.A. 2056A/2.)

STURGEON
THRASHER

Arrived.
(F. O.C.N.A. 1253A/2. )

CITY OP 
EDINBURGH

Report situation regarding CIlY OF EDINBURGH on 
next occasion of breaking W/T silence.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1307A/2 to EGRET.)
CITY OF EDINBURGH’S 0115/2 being passed to you. 
Request you will take what action you consider 
practicable.
(D.O.D. (H.) 1455A/2 to F.O.C.N.A.)

WEEHAWKEN
SALEM
KEOKUK
MATTOLE

U.S. Navy Minelayers WEEHAWKEN, SALEM, KEOKUK 
and oiler MATTOLE have arrived Casablanca with 
orders from C. in C. U.S. Atlantic Fleet report 
C. in C. Allied Forces for temporary duties. 
Intend to discharge fuel and diesel oil for 
MATTOLE and return her with G.U.S.2. N.C.X.F. 
pass to C. in C. A.F.)
(S. N. 0. Casablanca 1423Z/2 to C. in C. A.F.)

M.P.V.2013 
M.P.V. 2017

fa » >

My 1545/29 Nov. these vessels left Scilly Isles 
for Gibraltar at 1430/1 Dec. Speed about 5 or 6 
knots.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1601A/2 to F.O.C.N.A.)

U/B Your 1045A/2. At time mentioned an Italian U-Boat, 
bearings of which were sent you in my 0258/2, 
transmitted from a position which Empire cross 
bearings place S.E. of St. Helena.
(D.D.I.C. 1625A/2 to F. O.C.N.A.)

U.S.
ALMAACK

74-

Your 2002/30. (A) Yes. (B) About end of Dec. 
(V.A.C.N.A. 1731A/2 to Admty.)

/TRIBUNE. ..



M

1334//2nd Dec.
HOST SECRET IN

Data 2.12.42 
Rood. 2131

^  From F.O.C.N. A
Naval Cypher (S) by W/T

f

Addressed Situation Report for Area X of North 
Atlantic Station, i.e., that area bounded by the 
longitudes of 20 degs V / .  and 5 dogs W . , and the 
latitudes of 43 dogs N. and 27 degs N.
IMPORTANT

Situation 1958A/&.
1. K MF 4,H/ioS. EGRET, H.M.S.*AV0N VALE?FARNDALE, 
QUICKMATCH, REDOUBT/ TAH/ix SIDE, EXE, SW ALE, BANF?
039 degs 59* 014 degs 59* 135 degs 12 .

Si+c- ***—  A  S 3 .  '  f
2. K M S 4.TAY, 7 corvettes, 4 trawlers, 041 degs
57* 015 degs 59* 180 degs 7i. .
3. H.M.S. KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE,one merchant s h i p ^ ^ a a m ^  
(corrupt) proceeding coastwise to Gibraltar 8.
4. H.M.S. DUNBAR,one merchant ship,040 degs 03’
015 dogs 13’ 136 degs 11.
5. ILL.S. ARCTIC RANGER.036 dogs 01* 005 degs 48’ 
to rendezvous one merchant ship off Huelva 0800A/3rd 
and escort direct to Cape St Vincent thence coastwise 
to Lisbon 8.

1334A/2
Advance copy to Duty Capt. D.O.D.(H) D.T.D.

w  Capt. Him

m  d !d .i’.c !(2)

P.O.D. (H)(2) 
D.O.D. (F.) (2) 
D.A/S.YL
Duty Capt.(2) 
I.P.(2)
Hd. of M.
wro.

D.H.S.
Ad.Blake (2) 
Ad. Ramsey (4)



MOST SECRET

»

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1850A/2nd Dec. IN.

From F.O.C.N.A*, Date 2.12.42.
Reed: 2130.

Naval Code L. 1. by W/T.

Addressed: Ships and Authorities N.A. Area X.

LwlflEDIAiE
Hy 1334A 2nd„ Amend paragraph one to read; 

(e ) 042° 34? 015° 45*, 135° 12.

>
&

V . C o N c S .  % 
A.C.N.S.(T) 
A.C.N.S. H) 
A.C.N.S.(F) (2) 
N.A, 1st S#u.
Cany u y  v  Pirn 
i).D.D.tH) 2) 
D.aD.(F) 2 
Dn^yKfCant (2) 
UuS.Jl. 
J.A/S.W.
Hd of m c
J.D.T "
I.B
W m D„ ( : i)D.
D. T__ , -
D.T.D. (5 
D. M. S *
Ad,
Ad,

Blake. (2) 
Ransey (4)

1850A/2,

Advance Copy sent Duty Capt, 
D.O.D.(H) D.T.D.t



SECRET

SECRET 1904A / 3 D e c .

Prom: F .O .C .N orth  At 1'.lit . j . 2, D e c . 1942
2110.

__________ NAVAL POPE (L .l ')  Toy ' , 7 / T . ____________________

A ddressed: Ships and A u th o r it ie s  North A t la n t ic  Area X.

IMMEDIATE. ^

My 1 3 3 4 / A. secon d . Add new paragraph:
(6 )  TANATSIDE 040 d eg s . 43* 015 d e g s . 0 8 ' to  G ib r a lta r  1

1904A /2 .

/  Most S e c r e t  D is t r ib u t io n .

Advance Copy sen t O p s . ,0 .D . , Trade,

N .A .ls t  S .L .
C ap t.P im ,A dm ira lty  Hse 

O .D .(5 ) .
O p s .( 3 ) .

V .C .N .S

0 .  1 . C . (3 )
1 .  P . ( 3 ) .  
w.Th



MOST SECRET
MOST SECRET MESSAGE 205OA/2n<l Doooribcr

From F .O .O . North. A t la n t i c .

IN

Date 2,12.1+2. 
Reed. 2310*

NAVAL GODS L .1* SEORET BY W/g

Addr-Gsoc d S h ies and A u th o r it ie s  N orth  A t la n t ic  S ta t io n
Area X,

IIDIEDIATE
My l85Q/2nd». Amend p o s i t i o n  t o  rea d

E Cl+0 dogs, 31+’ 015 d o g s . 1+5*.

2050A/2.

Advance copy son t Duty Gapt« Do.0,D*(d.) DaT 0D»

V50 ®No S. 
AcC.N6S ./H )
A. O.NpSu(f)(2)  
A.O.N* 3 0(T)
N.A* i.s t  SaL*. 
DcCAD. (H ) (2 )  
D . 0 . D . ( P ) ( 2 )  
D.A/S.'vV. v 
D . D . I , 0 . ( 2 )  .
Duty OaPt
X 3 F <3 ( 2)
Ke&k^jfr M
X I , p c

U .S.H . (
D&'+' c D» i M)
DoT0D» ' 5)
D.T.D, ( 0)
D.M.S.
Ad. B lake (2 )  
Ad, Ramsey (1+). 
Oapt, Pirn#



SECRET

Prom: P .O .C .N o rth  A t l a n t i c

SECRET MESSAGE 1336A /2  D eo. 

DATE: 2 . D ec. 1942
IN

RECD: 1 723 .
NAVAL CYPHER 3 *3* b y  W/T.__________________________________

A d d ressed : S i t u a t io n  R e p o rt  f o r  Area *Y* o f  N orth  A t l a n t i c
S t a t io n  i . e .  th a t  a re a  "bounded b y  the L o n g itu d e s  
o f  20 d ;g o 0 W est and 30 d e g s . W est and th e  
l a t i t u d e s  o f  43 d e g s . N orth  and 27 d e g s . Northo

IMPORTANT.

Situation at j.yooi*. oiju*
( i )  BUT3ER 029 d e g s . 4 0 1 0 2 ’ d e g s . 5 3 ' 160 d e g s .
( i i )  U .S . con v oy  (L a n d in g  c r a f t )  034 degs* 55 029 d eg s ,

59« 085 l e g s .  10 . , „  a
( i i i )  G .U .P . 2 030 d e g s*  29* 022 d e g s . 2 9 ' 306 d e g s . 1 3 .

V.C.N.3.
A.C.N.S.(H).
A.C.N.S.(P)(2).
A . C . N . S . ( T ) .
N.A.lst S.L.

' ^ i r a l t y  H se.

D .D .I .C . ( S ) .  
Duty C a p t . ( 2 ) .

D .A /S .W ,
U .S .N . ( 3 ) .
Ad.Ram sey ( 4 ) .  
A d .B la k e .( 2 ) .
C . C .O .( 2 ) ,
D. o f  P .(Q )*
M .(2 )*
W.D.

1 3 3 6 A /2 .

A dvance Copy s e n t  D uty C ap t. ,D .0 .D . ( F ) ,  D .T .D .

I.P*(2)



SECRET S i?

1338A/2nd December
SECRET MESSAGE IN

Date 2nd D ec,1942 
Reed, 2015

From: F.O .C, North A t la n t ic

NAVAL CYPHER (S ) BY W/T

Addressed: S itu a tio n  Report f o r  A rea  ,fZ" o f  North A t la n t ic  
S t a t io n s , ..

IHP0R-A3TT

S itu a tion  a t 2004u 2nd,

BRED ON, INKPEN, INDIAN STAR, 21 58 21 48 through
20 01 21 01 thence 169 degs. 10, /• i> 'i

2, Oahle ship one tra w le r  in the v i c in i t y  23 35
18 59 037 degs, one.

DUNOTON,DUNKERY, 3IRDLIP, 25 53 23 19 160 degs. 10.

BUTSER 29 40 24 53 160 degs. 9. / ^ t

5. TAIOETjfc I t a l ia n  r e p a tr ia t io n  tanker 20 23 41 58
072 degs. 9-K

3,

4.

1338A/2

Advance Copy Duty C ap t., D.O.D, (H ),  D.T.D.

V.G.N.S.
A .C .N .S .(H )
A .O .N .S .(P )
N. A . l s t  S.!).
Capt .Pirn (Adtny.Hse.) 
Ops,(3 }
O. D.^5)
0 . 1 .0 . (3 )
1 . P . (3 )D .S .D ,9 (2 )
D.A/3.W.
W — -- - '

D .S .D .(2 ) 
D .N . I . (5 )  
D.E.W, D. ( 3) 
A . L» 0,
N . I .D .10 (2 )

/



MOST SECRET

1514A/2nc3
MOG T 830H3T . ITD jSAGj}.

Prom. F.O.G,N ,A ,

Naval Gyphor S By W/P«

Dooornbor,

Datu,

Rood,

IN
2 ,12o 42,

2025ck

Addras30dc Ships and AuthDritias North A tla n tic  S ta tion ,
Aroa Z0

r :T 'M.'LAl1'

Tcy 155i  2n<1 paragraph 
th r JUgh O'ii dogGo 50 * 015

2 omond onward route to  road 
dogs, 591 thunoe 141 dogs® 7i„

1514A/2,

Ad van go oopy sont Duty Oapto D.O.Do(H) D ,T0D<>

V.GcN.S, 
A .C JI.U , (H) 
A .0 .N ..3 . (S’ ) (2 )  
A*G,N.So(T) 
N «A « la t  S*L# 
Gap t .  Pin 
D .O .D ,(H ) (2 )  
D .O .D ,(F )(2) 
Duty Gapt0 (2 )  
UoS.N.
d„a/ g vW «
Kd0 o f  7Tt, 
D#D*I«G<, (2 )

_____ •

D°.^Td7(I7)
D ,rf » D .  ( 3}
d . t a m c )
Da- »ij a
Ad,B1 alto (2 )  
Ad,Namaoy (4 )
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS,

2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

North Atlantic - Contd.
TRIBUNE My 0136. Onward route for TRIBUNE dived by day 

through 135 Cape Palos 10 miles at 2130/5, 180 
Cape de Gata 10 miles at 0800/6, 180 Cape (?Cal) 
aburras 10 miles not before 0700/7 to arrive 
Gibraltar 1100/7 proceed on surface at discretion on 7th.
(Capt. S.8. 1758A/2 to 8th S/M.F.)

BEAKER ■ BEAKER not met. Ajt 1730 vessels in Hornillo 
A . flashed "Tomorrow". My position llO^San Juan 

Castle 4 miles weather report 5771 4121. 
(IMPERIALIST 1900A/2 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Shipping. List of ships expected to sail shortly from
Gibraltar.
(D.T.D. 2043A/2. )

MILFORD
THYSVILLE

South Atlantic.
0800Z/2 MILFORD escorting SS. THYSVILLE routed 
as instructions given her at Freetown. E.T.A. 
Freetown 0800Z/4. Details of service personnel 
passengers.
(N.O.I.C. Bathurst. 0901Z/2, 0930Z/2.)

SS.
TOUAREG

Expect to sail cHASSfTtifl 43 escorting SS. TOUAREG 
to Pointe Noire 1500Z/2.
(N.C.S.O. Duala 0953/2.)

N.O.I.C. Trinidad’s 1052Q/13 Nov. Analysis of 
attacks at 1409/12 Nov. in 011° 06’ N 056° 55' W. 
Contact was promising but no conclusive evidence 
that U-Boat was present. Initial contact 
accompanied by H.E. obtained at 300 yards by 
ST. LOMAN 4,000 yards ahead of convoy T.25 which 
made emergency turn. Five attacks by ST. LOMAN 
and three by NORTHERN CHIEF were delivered in 67 

minutes after which contact faded with whistle effect and air 
bubbles. Faded recorded trace showed firm contact held to close 
range in all attacks. All depth charges were set to 250 feet or 
500 feet and were probably too deep. Attempt to (?collect) oil 
sample unsuccessful. No wreckage seen.
(F.O.I.C. West Africa 1013Z/2.)

Attack on 
U/B by 
ST. LOMAN 
and NORTHERN 
CHIEF 
12th Nov.

/LADY...
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LADY
DENISON
PENDER,
escort.

South Atlantic - Contd.
Your 1736Z/1. At present rate LADY DENISON PENDER 
will not reach position 027° 34' N 015° 30* W 
before a.m. 20th Dec. SOUTHERN PRIDE not 
considered adequate escort. If trawler asked for 
in my 2303Z/1 relieves SOUTHERN PRIDE their 
endurance sufficient until 6th Dec. at latest. 
Request you will arrange reliefs accordingly. 
(F.O.C. W.A. 1137Z/2 to S.N.O. Casablanca (R) 
N.C.X.F. V.A. Gibraltar. Admty. SOUTHERN PRIDE.)

CORINTHIAN
'U-A-  f> - Jt

(1) (?CORINTHIAN) left Pointe Noire for Rio de
Janeiro 1st. D€c. routed through positions
G. 010° S 015° W. E.T.A. position G 0430Z/7 Dec. 

S of A 11.5 knots.E.T.A. Rio de Janeiro 14th Dec.
(2) Re. wireless watch.
(R.A.W.A. 1227Z/2 to Admty. (R) CORINTHIAN. (?F.0.I.S.) N.O.I.C, 
Ascension, C. in C. S.A. Comsolant. C. in C. U.S. Fleet. 
B.N.L.O. Barbados.)

Movements. Departure 28th Nov. British cable ship CAMBRIA.
Arrival 1st Dec. U.S. Sloop HUMBOLDT.
Departure 1st U.S. Cruiser OMAHA. U.S. Destroyer 
JOIJETT.
(R.0. Pernambuco 1353Z/2.)

ARGO Greek ship ARGO sunk by U-Boat at 2025Z/29 Nov.
in (?034°) 53* S 017° 54* £. Two torpedoes 
fired first of which missed. Ship sank in two 

minutes 12 members of crew and all 6 passengers missing presumed 
drowned.
(2) Vessel’s speed was 13 knots and did not zigzag until first 
torpedo was seen to miss at 2000/29 Nov.
(3) Names? of survivors follow in my 1517C/2 (not to S.O.I. 
Montevideo).
(S.O^I.) Capetown 1516C/ 2.)

EMPRESS OF Your 1431/30 Nov. It is now intended that 
SCOTLAND. EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND should proceed from Durban to

New York to embark U.S. personnel to capacity for 
U.K.

2. As personnel from Cape reduce numbers which can be added at 
New York, only R.A.F. air crews and any other personnel of high 
importance should be embarked at Durban. Full use on unescorted 
basis should be made of other ships returning from South Africa 
to U.K. in December, viz. ALMANZORA, JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT, 
EMPRESS OF RUSSIA and one more to be nominated later.
3. If necessary, however, for numbers in EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND 
to exceed unescorted limits, Admty. agree as a special case. 
Connav is requested to confirm that U.S. Authorities have no 
objection.
4. Request D.S.T.O. Durban report numbers to be embarked.
5. For P.S.T.0. Capetown’s information no repetition no cargo 
should be loaded on EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND in South Africa. She 
will load in New York.
6. B.M.W.T. New York is requested to arrange for EMPRESS OF 
SCOTLAND to be drydocked for bottom cleaning in New York.
7. Agreed. .(M.W.T. 1519A/2 to C. in C. S.A. P.S.T.O. Capetown.)

/Routeing...
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1300G/2nd Dec. IN.
From: C. in C.S.A., Date 2.12.42.

Reed: 1604
N. Cypher (3) M by V//T.

Addressed: Ships in Area Q of S.A. Stn., Admiralty * Cdre i/c Durban N.L.O Port ElizabethN.L.O. East London F.0.0. W.Af.,
IMPORTANT.

„..JDA. ALCANTARA. NORMAN,OS' south 028i» east to Durban 9.5 knots
H.M.S. 1UEEN OF BKOTPA 1iM .N f iP A L ,^ ~ w “  e

P.552,026° 20« south 011° 40' <eastOto 028® 20* south 012* 00' east and 031° 00! south 015 00» east 9 knots.
H.M.S. ROCKROSE, off Agylhas to Siinonstown 12 knots. H.H.S, FORTUNE,approximately 038 south 022° east to Simonstovm’

and r e W ’of
035° South 018° East.

* INCONSTANTfCÂ TERICK.GENISTA, H. M. S. gCPEE^ H.M.S. NIGELLA, Durban area searching for survivors.
13100/2.

Advano^gogyd^^uty.Capt.

(2)
1st S.̂ .(2)V. O.N.S#A.C.N.S. (F) A.C.N.S.(T)t N.A. 1st 5,1 D.O.D.(0 (2j
Hd of M. (i-O!
D. D. 1 . 0 . ( 2 )D of P (2)D of S m D.T.D.D.T.p,i.:
W. V- , /ON Duty Gant (2)Ad. Blake. D.b.O.D.(M)F.o.(S) by courier. D.M.S.



MOST SECRET MESSAGE lU 39Z /2nd Dooerabor IK

Prom F.0-*0. West A fr ic a * Date 2'VZq'l+Zo- 
Reed* 1748*

NAVAL CYPHER *M* BY WA

A dd ressed  Shipd in  j\roa tP* o f  South A t la n t ic  S ta t io n

IMPORTANT

H.M.S. ASTURIAS, 08 25 13 45 244 14 a t  2000Z 2nd, ^  
ST* LOMAN, SPHENE, STELLA POLARIS, KHYBER,two m otor la u n ch es, 
w ith  S .T .4 5 ,0 8  08 13 52 t o  07 38 14 30 th en ce  135 9 .
H.M.S. HYDRANGEA, w ith  O P  8 ,0 7  08 13 27 t o  Freetow n 
th rou gh  07 38 14 10 1 2 .5 .
T A M A R IS K ,06 50 13 09 t o  j o i n  T S 26. •
HOLCOMBE,OOMM/iNDi'iNT DS&TROYAT, SOUTHERN GEM ,w ith  T . S ,  26, 
Ob 08 09 58 300 8*5.
( 7N0RWICH CITY), e s c o r t in g  Ob 18 08 5b t o  03 30 08 01
thence 089 d ogs , 9 . „
H.M.S. FANDANGO, BARFOSS ,01+ 02 05 26 261 4 .
ST. WISTAN, e s c o r t in g  about 03 25 08 40 300 7 .
CAPE WARWICK, HERTFORDSHIRE, LADY ROSEMARY,LE TIGER,
05 58 18 40 t o  F reetow n 8*
ST. ZENO,NORTHERN DAWN, COVENTRY CITY, MAQNOLIA, BARBRAKE, 
escorting,00 38 Oi+ 30 East 125 5*5*
KELT, e s c o r t in g *  04 46 01 27 t o  Lagoa 8 ,5 .
CORINTHIAN, 00 00 South 05 00 East 258 1 1 .5 . a . s“6

South o f  8 d egs . N orth , A d m ira lty  0 , in  C* 
South A t la n t ic  N .O .l /C . T akorad i R.N.O, Lagos

1 U 3 9 Z /2 .

Advanco cop y  sen t Duty Capt, D .O.D. (F ) D .T .D .

V. C .N .3 .
A .C .N .S .(H ) 
A .C .N .3 . (F ) ( 2 )
A .C . N . S . (T ) 
N .A. 1 s t  S .L .

D.A/S.W .
D.D. I . 0 . ( 2 )  
Duty C a o t . (2 )  
I . P . ( 2 )

D .T .D . (3 )  
D .M .S .



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

South Atlantic - Contd.
Routeing A.M. 2105/1 para 2. Request I may be informed
of shipping. whether revision of routeing is desired for both

north and westbound ships proceeding through 
F.0..C. W.A's area from South Atlantic.

(2) It is for consideration that traffic be divided into two 
streams 'fast and slow'. Fast stream to proceed via West coast 
of Africa. Slow stream to proceed via coast of Brazil.

(C. in C. S.A. 15500/2 to Admty. F.O.C. W.A.)
Reply: Admty. 1254/5.
Your 2149/1. Routeing of southbound traffic. Ref. your 

para 2. request all diversion signals may be repeated to me.
Your para 3. Suggestion to route east of Madagascar was not 
intended to apply to traffic from East Africa ports.
Proposal would help to reduce number of ships proceeding through 
Mozambique Channel during present U-Boat activity in southern 
part of these waters. Possibility exists that U-Boats may search 
to eastward when coastal traffic ceases.
Your para 5. Diversion of traffic to seaward is intended to 
apply to all ships irrespective of speed.

(C. in C. S.A. 1552C/2 to C. in C. E.F.)

LLANDAFF My 1802/1. LLANDAFF CASTLE was torpedoed 1947/30
CASTLE in 027° 20' S 033° 40' E. 157 survivors picked

up from six boats by*-CATTERICK and*INCONSTANT 
including 10 women 8 children and all Russian 

diplomats. Search continues for Captain's boat probably (corrupt 
group). Ship previously reported carrying 180 crew and 130 
passengers. Total 310. t L * .  A H
(C. in C. S.A. 1636C/2.) r  "

ENTERPRISE. A.M. 1608/9 (1606/9 intended) Intend to sail 
A. . ENTERPRISE for U.K. at 1800Z/3. Route (a)

r a l ^  010° 00' N 018° 32’ W. (b) 015° 00' N 020° 28’ W.
(o'! 024° 00' N 020° 28' W thence to Ponta Delgada for fuel.
E.T.A. Ponta Delgada 0900Z/8. From Ponta Delgada ENTERPRISE 
proceed to position (d) 50° 00' N 22° 00' W thence as ordered by 
C. in C. W.A.
S of A to Ponta Delgada 19 knots E.T.A. position (d) will be 
signalled from Ponta Delgada.
ENTERPRISE shift to N.A. W/T organisation at 2000Z/5 and to 
Home Station W/T organisation at 0800Z/9.
(F.O. West Africa 1721Z/2 to Admty. (R) F.O.C.N.A. C. in C. W.A. 
N.O.I.C. Greenock. N.O.I.C. Glasgow. (7N.0.I.C. Lame) N.C.X.F.)

U.S. Your 1727/1 to N.C.S.O. Capetown. U.S. EXCELLO
EXCELLO torpedoed and sunk by U.B. at 0700Z/13 Nov. in

32° S 30° E. Entire crew accounted for with 
exception of First Assistant Engineer reported in 

C. in C. S.A.'s 1136/22 Nov. and one U.S. Naval rating killed.
2. U-Boat painted greenish grey about 250 feet one gun forward 
and one smaller gun aft of short squat conning tower device. 
Captain conversed through an interpreter and asked for name of 
ship, nature of cargo.
(S.O^I.) Capetown 1756C/2 to Admty.)

/Escort
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South Atlantic - Contd.
Escort of Your 0230/2nd. Suggest DESTINY (^BAT 9) now
L.C.l(L)s. available at Bermuda could be used to escort

second batch of L.C.I (L).
Your 1033/26 Nov. refers. Admty. pass to O.C.O. 
(S.B.N.O. W.A. 1812Q/2 to Admty.)

BREDON Your 2255Z/1 understood my position at 1800Z/2
023° 40* N 022° 40' W  speed 10 knots INKPEN and 
INDIAN STAR in company.
(BREDON 1832Z/2 to F.O.C. W.A.) & . ,,

ASTURIAS Departure 2nd Dec. on patrol.
(S.0.(E.) Freetown 1833Z/2.)

PHOEBE Departure froinPointe Noire 1700Z/2 PHOEBE
escorted Dy^lr^STIENNE D'ORVES, F.S. COMMANDANT 
DROGOU, M.L.272, 244,E.T.A. Takoradi 1230Z/6. 
(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1835/2.)

My 1835/2. P H O ^ E ^ t m s  only starboard anchor and 7 shackles 
clinging. A/S set or^D^ESTlENNE D'ORVES is out of action. 
Additional escort will therefore be required Takoradi to 
Freetown.

(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1845/2 to R.A.W.A. N.O.I.C. Freetown. S.L. 
N.O.I.C. Lagos. N.O.I.C. Takoradi.)

ENTERPRISE
«-* * u.̂ 4.

DESPATCH

Arrival 2nd Dec.
(S.O^I.) Freetown? 1937Z/2.)

Sailed for Freetown 1800 G.M.T./2. 
(R.0. Pernambuco 1951Z/2.)

BARWIND Your 1841Z/14 Nov. and A.M. 0105A/17 BARWIND
allocated Freetown but subject to diversion at 
short notice to meet other commitments.
On arrival of BARWIND British ratings in BARBELL 
are to be replaced by Native personnel and 
repatriated.
(D.B.D. 2054A/2 to F.O.C. W.A.)
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Mediterranean.
"^"MANXMAN ̂ Tug RESTIVE and trawlers FOULA and SHI ANT have

<r>  ̂ i f \ 2. also been sent.
//,„>« <S1°- !!0?0e H - 00044/8 t0 D -6 > p a t h f i k d e r , (r ).

(? Groups missed) MANXMAN in tow PATHFINDER proceeding 
Mers-el-Kebir estimated speed advance 5 knots. ESKIMO in 
company in 036° 35* N. 000° 15’ E.

(Capt. (D) 6 0015A/2 to N.C.X.F.)
Proceeding with MANXMAN E.T.A. 0630. Tug cannot arrive 

until 1130 suggest I tow MANXMAN, PATHFINDER acting as A.S. 
screen, tugs to continue with HUSSAR to Algiers.

(SPEEDWELL 0032A/2 to N.C.X.F. fR) MANXMAN.)
My 0039 MANXMAN torpedoed in 366 39’ N. 00° 15* E. now in 

tow of PATHFINDER. Capt.(D) 6 in ESKIMO and SPEEDWELL, FOULA 
and SHIANT probably in the vicinity. Tug RESTIVE An route. 

(CHARYBDIS 0041A/2 to PUCKERIDGE.)
PATHFINDER has me in tow. My P.C. and S. are LBCP 39.23, 

225° 5 knots. Proceeding to Oran. ESKIMO in company. If 
Adequate escort has joined by day and weather remains good shall 
consider going direct to GibraL tar.

(MANXMAN 0045A/2 to F.O.C.N.A. (r ) N.C.X.F., S.O. Force MH", 
Admiralty, N.O.I.C. Oban.)
Report P.C. and S. to MANXMAN in Fleet Code.
(N.C.X.F. 0152A/2 to PATHFINDER, SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR (r ) 
MANXMAN.)
My position is 36° 40* N. 000° E. course 260°, speed 14 

knots at 0400.
(SPEEDWELL 0405A/2.)
My position with tugs at 0400 - A/2 - 036° 48’ N. 001° 52' E. 

course (?235°) speed 9 knots.
(HUSSAR 0435A/2 to Gibraltar W/T, MANXMAN, (R) N.C.X.F. 
SPEEDWELL.)
My position 30° (corrupt group) E K 7 course 265° speed 

20 knots.
(PUCKERIDGE 0525A/2 to Capt. D.6 (r ) F.O. Force H.,
PATHFINDER. )
My P.C. and S. 036° 29' N. 000° 23’ W. 215° 6 knots. 

PATHFINDER towing. ESKIMO (?PUCKERIDGE) and RESTIVE in company. 
E.T.A. Oran 1030A. Maximum draught 28 feet.

(MANXMAN 0800A/2 to S.O. Force H., S.O. Force J., N.C.X.F., 
F.O.C.N.A., Admty., N.O.I.C. Oran.)
Your 0045/2nd. Proceed to Oran.
(N.C.X.F. 0845A/2 to MANXMAN (R) S.O. Force H., Oran C.C.O.) 
SPEEDY/ELL join MANXMAN. HUSSAR and tugs proceed to 

(?Algiers.)
(N.C.X.F. 0847A/2 to SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR (R) Oran, S.O. Force 
Request your P.C. and S. my P.C. and S. 036° 19* N. 000° 12' E

235° 13 knots.
(SPEEDY/ELL 0900A/2 to MANXMAN.)
MANXMAN arrived Mers-el-Kebir.
(S.O. Force H. 1159A/2 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty., F.O.C.N.A.) 
E.T.A. 2115A/2nd.
(HUSSAR 1600A/2.) . . ^ „Torpedoed but reached Oran. No prospects now of her rejoining

you. (S.O. Force H. 2216A/2 to C. in C. E. F. )

/Convoy ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
Convoy 
destroyed 
by Force Q. 

(Set, T’w.j-e Ull)

Unidentified medium vessel bearing 070° distant 
3 miles course 220° rqy position 37° 41’ N.10° 51’ E.
(S.O. Force Q. 0033A/2 to Malta.)
Am engaging convoy and destroyers. Very 

scattered my position is 37° 39’ N. 10° 51' E.
(S.O. Force Q. 0046A/2.)
About 3 Merchant ships and 2 escort vessels sunk.
(S.O. Force Q. 0114A/2.)
Convoy engaged in 037° 39’ N. 010° 50* E. at 0037A/2nd. 

Enemy scattered and made smoke. 6 ships sunk or left burning 
wrecks, probably 4 merchant ships and 2 destroyers. No damage 
or casualties in Force MQ". E.T.A. Bone 0810A.

(R.A. 12 C.S. 0435A/2 to F.O.I.S.)
My 0435A/2nd. Now consider four merchant ships and three 

destroyers were sunk. At least two of merchant ships appeared 
to be troopships. E-Boats also were seen in the vicinity of 
convoy and fired torpedoes but no E-Boats were sunk. Force Q 
was attacked by torpedo bombers and Junker 88s between 0630A 
and 0700A/2nd. QUENTIN was hit by torpedo, my 1400A/2nd will
r*0f*G  3? •(C.S. 12 1241A/2.) u -  •

Request immediate brief report of your action including 
items suitable for press communiques.

(N.C.X.F. 1253A/2 to 12th C.S.)
My 1253/2. Request no announcement be made until I have 

indicated concurrence of General Eisenhower in accordance with 
agreement reached in London.

(N.C.X.F. 1622A/2 to Admty.)

Convoy My 0048B/2. If by 0900/2nd AGWIMONTE ispre-
M.W.14. venting a speed of advance of 13 knots being

maintained send her back to Alexandria. .
(C. in C. Med. 0052B/2 to ORION (R) Capt. (D) 12, 
2nd Group, R.A. Alex.)

Operation 
"Blister 
First".

My 1451/1. Result of Air strike 1 hit claimed 
on tanker at 2145. ,, , (v.A. Malta 0105A/2nd to N.C.X.F., C. in C. Med 
C.S.12, F.O.I.S.)

PAPANICOLIS. 034°
27’ 031° 21’ at 1800/3rd, thence direct arriving 
Beirut 0615B/5th. Report when safe to do so if 
unable to comply.(Capt. (S) 1 0120B/2 to Greek S/M PAPANICOLIS (R) 
C. in C. Med. C.S.15, R.A.(D) Med. C.C.F.)

Your 2345/1. Well done. Your 0905/2 acknowledged.
Presume you referred to my 0120/2 which was broadcast from Malta
8t °3?c{pt. (S) 1 1134/2 to PAPANICOLIS.)

™ ,  Capt.Cs) l ^ t T 0 0 /T r d «  M M '
^  y (f x  —E. at 0800/4th, further orders follow.

/ ( 9.\
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TRIBUNE 
( contd.)

2 enemy 
destroyers.

Mediterranean^. 4,*-^
(2) TIGRIS is on patrol within 20 miles of 038° 
01* 007° 30’ E. S— L-fi,
(Capt. (S) 8 0136A/2.to TRIBUNE (R) N.C.X.F. 
Capt. (S) 10, 8th S.F.)

Position of 2 enemy destroyers 38° N. 12° E. 
on course 260° speed 10 knots.
(A/C GIKU 0252A/2.)

QUENTIN Am being attacked by Caproni aircraft in position
Sunk. 050° G A R 50 miles course 230° speed 27 knots.

(S.O. Force Q. 0634/2 to Algiers.)
1 QUlBERON torpedoed by torpedo A/C in 037° 32’, 008° 32* E.
(S.O. Force Q. 0640A/2 to F.O.I.S.)
Have rescued survivors from QUENTIN. Being heavily bombed. 

Request immediate fighter protection.
(S.O. Force Q. 0710A/2 tt> Gibraltar.)
Proceed to assistance of QUlBERON torpedoed position 037°

32’ N. 008° 32' E. at 0640A last course was 230°.
-----^F.O.I.S. 0720A/2 to LAMERTON,̂ ZETLAND (r ) Force Q. ,

N.O.I.O. Bone.) **
For QUlBERON read QUENTIN. -? * *
(S.O. Force Q. 0732A/2 to S.O.I.S. Gibraltar (R) C.S.12.)
My 0720A. Return to your convoy.
(S.O.I.S. 0850A/2 to LAMERTON, ZETLAND (r ) Force Q.,
3 one G •C.0. QUEEN EMMA.)
F.O.I.S. 0702/2. QUENTIN probably sunk. QUlBERON has rescued survivors.
(S.O. Force Q. 0858A/2 to ZETLAND, LAMERTON.)

-----)¥our 0702A* for QUlBERON read QUENTIN. QUlBERON has 9C$
survivors including G.O. Both ships attacked while embarking 
640 survivors to QUENTIN probably sunk. N.O.I.G. Bone is request
ed to send aircraft to investigate. * 0720/2 intended.

(C.S.12 0903A/2 to F.O.I.S., N.O.I.G. Bone (R) ZETLAND,
LAMERTON.)
QUENTIN was hit by torpedo from torpedo bombing aircraft at 

early dawn this morning off 048° Gape de Garde 50. Torpedo hit 
and flooded engine rooms, boiler room blew tubes overboard and 
ship was sinking. QUlBERON went alongside and took off crew.
As she was being heavily bombed she proceeded to rejoin as 
quickly as possible. QUENTIN had not then sunk but was again 
bombed and smoke v/as subsequently seen coming from ship. Steps 
are being taken to ascertain ship did eventually sink. Confiden
tial books were disposed of. Survivors, Commanding Officer and 
7 officers, 173 ratings. Casualties 7 killed or missing presumed 
killed, 10 missing, 5 wounded.

(G.S.12 1440A/2.) , . ^4. A/C report no sign of QUENTIN. 2 (?rafts) floating with 
some men in position GOLIATH is endeavouring to rescue.

(C.S.12 1641A/2.)

P.219. Position 037° 39* 010° 51' was scene of surface 
engagement last night. Close and investigate for 
stopped or damaged enemy vessels.
(Capt. (S) 10 0829a/ 2 to P.219 (r ) Subs.on patrol.)

/ZETLAND ...
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Mediterranean.. to-fu/T- _
Am "being shadowed by one unknown type enemy 
A/C (? Un344 GAR 26) course 120° speed 25 knots. 
(ZETLAND 0900/2.)

Movements. Arrival 1st Dec. SAKTOURIS GS. Departure 1st 
Dec. SOUTHERN ISLE, BURRA, DULVERTON, ALDENHAM, 
EXMOOR, PALADIN,PINDOS, M.T.B 61,Landing Craft 
M.79, 83.
(S.O.(l) Alexandria 0928B/2 to Admty., C. in C. 
H.F. )

I
Cruiser
leaving
Messina.

P.R.U. 0800A/2nd, reports one cruiser leaving 
Messina, steering South 10 to 15 knots. 
(N.O.I.C. Malta 0934A/2 to C. in C. Med. Cdr.. 
X.F., F.O.I.S. Cdre. Algiers, ORION F.O. (12) 
C.S. MARJORAM.)

VINDICTIVE.

AH KWANG.

Your 0935/lst. VINDICTIVE is to remain at 
Mers-el-Kebir for the present as fleet repair 
ship at disposal of F.O. ”HU. Her resources
should he fully employed for repair of*MANXMAN. 
(N.C.X.F. 0937A/2 to F.O.I.C. Oran (r ) F.0.mH".)

/) . i ̂
My 1045/25 (CONFEDERATE sailed to assist tanker 
OVULA) For OVULA read AH KWANG. AH KWANG has 
been refloated and arrived Suez.
(Supt. Salvage 0945B/2.)

Minelaying.

RHEA.

Your 1439/lst. Presume should read paragraphs 
1 (a) and (c) not desired. Propose^RORQUAL
shall lay three groups on bearing 300 and between 
1.5 and 2.5 miles from Cani Rock Light.
(Capt. (S) 10 1055A/2 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. 
Med. V.A. Malta, Capt.(s) 1, Capt. (s) 8.)

My 1632A/30th (N.T) Delete RHEA Dutch.
Vessel in question is RHEA French 7813 tons. 
(N.C.X.F. 1056A/2 to Admty.)

Force Q. Sail Force Q. and personnel ship for Algiers
■ / p.m. today Wednesday.

(2) If adequate fighter protection is available 
personnel ship should be sailed at 1650A force Q following at 
1730A and steering (?east) until after dark. Use your 
discretion as to remaining in company of personnel ship to take 
advantage of screening destroyers.
(3) In absence of adequate fighter protection sailing should 
take place after dark.
(4) Report times of sailing and intention.

(F.O.I.S. 1119A/2 to F.O.C. 12th C.S., (R) N. Cdr. X.F.
Cdre. Algiers, N.O.I.C. Bone, QUEEN EMMA.)
Intend sailing for Algiers just before dark. Request 

maximum fighter protection at dusk.
(C.S. 12 1224A/2 to F.O.I.S.S., N.C.X.F. (R) N.O.I.C. Bone.)

/My 1134/30th. ...



MOST SECRET
6w

M03T 330K3T. 

From. N.G.X.F.

-lluu( 'i
MESdAGE. nJ*

Dat o, 3*12, 42,

Reod# 0035#
Naval Code L#1 ( Secret) By W/T.

Addressed, fillips and authorities in Area G#

IMMEDIATE.

B r ie f situation report 2002A/2 (5 corrupt groups)

1, S.T.3,H.M.3. VENOMOUS, H.M.3. WIVBRN, H.M.3. FLEETWOOD,
H.M.3. ENGHANT2ES9, H.M.3. BRILLIANT, H.M.3. ROBERTS, 035 
dags. 49* North 001 dogs# 33* West through 29 50 1 6 to 
G ibra ltar 7^* ^ . o ,

2# Following safo conduct ships routed West o f Ib iza  and 
10 milas North o f ReVellata Point may ba encountered; - 
(A ) dwiss HALOJA, sa iled  Genoa 28th Novambor bound G ibra ltar 
8 (oorrupt gr:>up) (B) Spanish GABO ORTEGAL sa iled  G ibra ltar 
1200/39 Novjnber bound Genoa 7,

3. Safe oonduot " f  Portuguese PAZ3 MANEL approximately 
039 dogs, 45’ North 001 dags. 10’ East routed Gape to Gapo 
to Gan dabastian thanoo to M arseilles 8.

4# Swedish r e l i e f  3hi?s AKKA ,and YARRAWUNGA. 038 dags. 31* 
North 009 dags. 09’ East routed 5 milas North of Ustioa 
thence Vuloano Island thonoo through S tra its  o f Messina 14.

5. H.M.S. LAW32T0N, H.M.3. ZETLAND, escorting three 
transports,II.M .3. AURORA, H.M.S. ARGONAUT, H.M.3. 3IRIU3, 
H.M.3. .QUIBRRCN, in company 037 dags, 13' North 007 dags. 01* 
East through 91 36 61 51 thonoo A lg iers  15# L a  '  ~

6* H.M.3, HLSAN, esoorting one transport, 037 dags. 14' North
006 dago, 26' East through 61 51 to A lg iers  15.

North
7# T.E. 7#,H.M.3. ROTHESAY, H.H.3. FELIX3TGW3, H.M.3. 
MARIGOLD, H.M.3. POLRUAN , H.M.3. BRIXHAM, 003 dags* 07f 
006 dags. 20' East to Bono 7#

8. U.G.3. 2 (0 ) H.M.3. VERITY, H.M.3. PENTSTEfON, H.M.0.3. 
WEYBUEN, H.M.3. NASTURTIUM, H.M.0.3. LUNENBURG, H.M.3. VELOX 
035 dags, 55' North 004 dags. 29* West through 66 50 29 109 
thanoe Oran 6,

9. Hospital ship NEWFOUNDLAND 036 dags. 38’ North 000 dags.
08' West through 09 100 to A lg ie rs  13# *«-*-*/-/a

10. Two tugs escorted by H.M.3. HUSSAR 036 dags# 36* North 
001 dugs# 10* East to Algiers#

U02(?ll00)A/2#
;

Advanoo copy sent Duty Oapt, D.O.D.(F) D.T.D.
V.0JT.3. 
A.C.N.3, (H) 
A.G.N.3. (F )(2 )  
A .0 .N .3 .(t )
N .A# Is  t  u.L.
0 apt. Pim 
D.O.D. (H )(2 ) 
D.O. D. (F )(2 ) 
Duty Gapt,(2)

U.3.N.
D.A/3.W.
H d.of M. 
D .D .I.0 .(2 ) 
I ,P , (  2)
WAD,
D. T.D .(M ) 
D.T.D.( 3 
D. T *D. ( G j

D.M.8. 
D.B.W,D.( 3) 
D #N .I.(4 )
D# o f P.<2)
D ,o f P# (q)
Ad#Blake (2 ) 
Ad# Rams ay (4 )



MOST SECRET
MOST SECRET

Miirvc::
>

Prom. Naval Cclr. X.P.

NAVAL COPE (L 1) BY W/T

1C21A/2 Deoember 

IN

Date. 3 .12.42.
Time. 0500.

Address eel. Ships & A uthorities Area G.

IMPORTANT.
+ s  a  •

Jly 13.00 2nd. paragraph 9 amend to  read ' (
035 clegs. 51* Worth 001 degs. 53' West 9 knots.

1621/i/2

Advance copy sent D .C., L.O.D. (P) D.T.D.

+ Situation report 2002/2

V.C.N.S. 
a . c. n. s . (h) 
a . c .n. s . (f ) ( 2)
A .c . n.s . (T;
N.A. 1st S.L.
Capt. Pirn.
D.O.D. (H) (2 )
D.O.D. (P) (2)
D.C. (2)
U.S.N.
D. V 3 7.
Hd. o f  M.
D.D.I.C. (2 )
I .P . (2)
w."d".
D. T 
D.T 
D.T

1 T\ (M)
VP. (3)
'.D ( c)
['• 3.
-.7,7 (3 )
.1 . (A-)
o f  P (2)
o f  P. ( Q )

Adn. Ramsey (4)

EN



MOST SECRET

NAVAL CYPHER ( s )  BY W/T

Addressed Ships and A u th orities  in  Area "G". 

IMPORTANT

QAl s itu a t io n  in  Western Mediterranean a t  2000A 2nd

North 02 59 East thenoe 091 degs.

Advance copy sent Duty Captain, D .O .D .(F ), D .D .I.C .

A .C .N .S .(P ) (2 ) .  
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Captain Pim. 
D.O.D.(H) (2 ) . 
D .O .D .(f ) (2 ) .  
D.T.D.(M ).

Duty Captain (2 ) .  
D .D .I.C . (2 ) .
D. o f  Plans (2 ) .  
D.A/S.W.
Head o f  Ut
W.D."
J .P . (2 ) .
PeO. (S) hy o o r r ie r .

1230A/2nd December

MOST SECRET M E S S A G E IN

Prom N.C.X.P, Date 2.12.42,

Reed. 1624,

(1 ) H.M.S. P .222,38 21 North 01 31 East through 38 56

(2) H.M.S. TRIBUNE,38 28 North 00 57 East through 38 34 
la s t  and 39 01 06 59 thenoe 270 degs.  ̂ ^ ^  g g -  ) £  0North 08 02

(3 )
"by n ight 11

Both above S/ras d iv in g  by day 2$ knots on the surfaoe 
knots.

(*)
(5 )

H.M.S. URSULA,in G ulf o f  Genoa

H.M.S. TIGKIS.witmn 20 m iles 38 01 North 07 30 East,

12304/2

D.D.O.D. (M)



MOST SECRET.

2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. 1>.,
My 1134/30th. Request you will sail two 4.7 inch 
destroyers for Algiers to join Force Q.
(ii) Retain destroyers ex U.G.S. two until 
Force H destroyers from Gibraltar (?join) you.
Then sail them for Gibraltar.

(iii) Your aim should be to keep not less than 10 destroyers 
in company with Force H. Gibraltar escort force may be called 
upon if absolutely necessary but they can ill be spared.

(N.C.X.F. 1237A/2 to S.O. Force H. (R) C.S.12, F.O.C.N.A.,
S.O.I.S., Cmdre. F. Cmdre. Algiers.)
N.G.X.F. 1237A/2. Intend to sail ESKIMO and TARTAR for 

Algiers at 0700A/3 routed through position 17.39? and 100 E.T.A. 
Algiers 1700A/3.

(S.O. Force H. 1835A/2 to N.G.X.F., Gomdre. Algiers (R)
F.O.G.N.A., S.O.I.S., F.O. 12th G.S., Gapt. D.3., Capt.
(D) 6, Cmdre. F. N.O.I.C. Oran.)

War Diary.

Force Q. 
( contd.)

Request you will signal surrmary of present 
S.M.F. disposition of submarines in Torch area east of

008® E.
(N.G.X.F. 1131A/2 to 10th Sub. Flot. (R) C. in 
C. Med., V.A. Malta, 8th Sub. Flot.)

Your 1131. Disposition 2359/2nd (a ) S/Ms in vicinity of 
following positions reference^anirock Light.
P.45 113* 29*
P.43 111® 22’
P.48 090° 26'
P.37 075® 18'
P.219 062° 39’ searching for damaged vessel. 1— /> L t  
(B) P.42 position 038® 28’ Oil® 37* returning to Malta route 
as in my 1555/2nd.

(Capt. (S) 10 213^A/2 to N.C.X.F. (r ) C. in G. Med.,
V.A. Malta, Capt. (S) 8.)
My 1655/lst M.T.B.260 only will be sailing. To relieve 

M.T.B. 313, M.T.B.265 delayed 48 hours.
, (C.G.F. 1201B/2 to R.A.10.)

Enemy P.G. and S. of 1 merchant vessel 2 destroyers
reports. 38® 40' N. 16® 58' E. 180® speed 8 knots.

(A/C GJCS 1210A/2.)
P.C. and S. of one merchant vessel 34® 57' N. 11° 37* E. 

350® 10 knots.
(A/C GJC 1215A/2.)
Following has been read by Alexandria W/T. Position of 

one merchant vessel (medium) two destroyers, one small craft 
37® 57’ N. 12® 6' E. stationary. Enemy previously 
reported is a 7000 ton tanker.

(A/C C/S GJGY 1300/2.) _ . -
P.C. and 3. of 4 destroyers and 2 E-Boats 37 56' N. 11

58' E. 080® 12 knots.
(A/C C/S GJCY 1310/2.)
P.C. and 3. of 2 small craft, one transport barge, one 

destroyer 38® 3’ N. 11° 56 ’ E. 240® 8 knots.
(A/C FCV7 1312A/2.)

/Position ...



MOST SECRET.

Qk-
War Diary. 2.12.1942.

Wednesday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean— rr..
Enemy 
reports 
(contd.)

Position course and speed of* 5 Destroyers, 
two small merchant ships oil patch XOZR 4005 
( indecipherable) circling.
(A/C FCVY 1327A/2.)

3 small merchant ships 250° 6 knots 310° 34.30 N. 11.58 E.1420.
(A/C BWS K 1430B/2.)
P.C. and S. of* 1 medium sized vessel, one small merchant 

vessel 44.50 N. (11 40?) E. 180° 10 knots 3 medium sized vessels 
3 small craft 35.18 N. 11.20 E. 170° (10?) knots, one medium 
vessel 35.09 N. 11.09 E. 045° 10 knots.

(A/C BWS S 1515B/2.)
P.R.U. report (a ) at 1300 7000 tons Tanker with 2 des

troyers circling 140 Marittimo ■§• mile (B) at 1310 4 destroyers,
2 E-Boats 062° Marittimo 6 course 80° 12 knots (C) at 1325 one 
Destroyer stationary position 252 Marittimo 45 (D) at 1327 3 
Destroyers (one down by stem) 2 small Merchant ships and large 
oil patch position 252 Marittimo 30.
, (V.A. Malta 1551A/2 to N.C.X.F. F.O.I.S., C. in C. Med.,

C.S.12, S/Ms on Patrol, (r ) Admty.)
Aircraft report at 1400A/2 two merchant ships 5000 tons, 

one 6-inch Cruiser, one destroyer, one sloop in 035° 21’ 011°
32' course 180° speed 10 knots.

(Capt. (S) 10 1603/2 to P.35 (R) C. in C. Med. Capt.(S) 1. 
Malta 1612A/2 to C. in C. Med. D.14 (R) Admty. 20i Naval 
Co-op Group, N.C.X.F.)
At 1315A/2nd aircraft reported 1 destroyer, 2 coasters, 1 

large sailing vessel 315° Marittimo 6 miles to 240° 7 knots.
(Capt. (S) 10 1713A/2 to Submarines on Patrol, (r ) N.C.X.F., 
C.S.12.)
Position course and speed of 5 unknown type eneniy ships 

34.45 N. 11.45 E. 260° 10 knots.
(A/C BTMR 1900/2.)
Enemy has altered course to approx. 200.
(A/C BTMR 1943A/2.)
P.C. and S. of 2 enemy merchant vessels is IDD 34.40 N.

11.30 E. 260 12.
(A/C BTMR 3 2155A/2.)
P.C. and S. of 2 enemy merchant vessels is 34° 27' N.
7* S. 180 12.
(A/C BTMR 4 2305A/2.)
Following has been read from BTMR+ Enemy has altered 

course to 135° approx.
(Alexandria 2335A/2.)

11

DEPTFORD. Proceed with BR0Y7N RANGER to Algiers.
(F.O.I.S. 1237A/2.)

Force H. Request you will investigate with F.O. in Charge
Oran whether it is absolutely necessary for 

Force H to leave Mecs-el-Kebir to make room for 
K.M.F.4 and other convoy arrivals. Observing that it is 
intended to sail slow convoy from here on 5th which will take all 
empty Westbound ships from Oran on 6th.



MOST SECRET.

■ ■ I
2.12.1942.

War Diary. V/edneaday ■
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean—  /I*.
Force H. 
(contd.)

2. Are there any (?serious) objections to Force 
H remaining based on Mers-el-Kebir where it is 
strategically well situated.
3. Ample fuel stocks should now be arriving at

expense of Gibraltar’s stocks it being intended that Force H 
should normally fuel at Oran.
4. If it is necessary to leave Mers-el-Kebir you had better 
leave a.m. 4th and (?make) a cast of Eastward as diversion for 
Malta convoy which should arrive Malta 5th from East Africa 
then return to Gibraltar or Mers-el-Kebir.
5. Report your intention.
(N.G.X.F. 1239A/2 to 3.0. F6rce H (R) F.O.I.C. Oran, N.O.I.C. 
Gibraltar.)

Reply: 1027A/4.

Forenoon V.A. Malta 1300A/2.
visuals
Dec. 2nd.

CROOME, Departure.

Tank landing craft will meet YORBA .LINDA at 0 to embark 
personnel and disembark stores. Sails from 0 not later than 
1200 to R/V with "Heavy” in 032° 51* N. 020° 25’ E. or further 
Eastwards if possible. "Heavy" two hours late. Request 
fighter escort during daylight hours.

(N.O.I.G. Benghazi 1750B/2.)
Your 1750B/2nd. Fuel stocks remaining at 0800/3rd will 

be only 50$. Consider H.M.S. CROOME and H.M.S. TETGOTT should 
refuel from YORBA LINDA.(CROOME 2358A/2 to N.O.I.C. Benghazi (r ) C.in. C. Med.,

ORION, S.O. Force K, V.A. Malta, TETCOTT.)

TETCOTT. (V.A. Malta 1303A/2.)
Join DELPHINIUM with convoy "Major" at 0700B/5rd 
Dec. in 032° 19’ 019° 42’ course 218° speed 7
knots.
(S.O. Force I 1711B/2 to CROOME, TETCOTT (r ) 
DELPHINIUM, GLOXINIA, SOUTHERN SEA, ORION, C. in 
C. Med. N.O.I.C. Benghazi, Fighter H.Q. Benghazi 
Sector.)

P.35. My 1215A/lst. P.35 movement today 2nd Dec.
from Kerkenah No.4 buoy to Mahedia thence to 
operate off Kuriat and in Gulf of Hammamet. 
Request necessary restrictions on 201 Group.

exercises 1004A/4th. 
(P.35 2150A/2.)

/TROOPER



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

Mediterranean - contd.
TROOPER, Arrived.

•^RORQUAL. (V.A. Malta 1337A/2.)
* $--- />.£.% .
M.K.S.3 (X) Omdre. Algiers Is requested to sail convoy

/, c*. M.K.S.3 (X) at 1200A/5th (routed) to Gibraltar
* S. of A. 7^ knots.

3. Algiers section consists of ships from Bone, Philippeville, 
Bougie and Algiers, escort ROCHESTER, LEITH, ERNE, SCARBOROUGH, 
STORK, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA.
6. Convoy wireless call.
7. Codeword ’•Cockatoo”.
(N.C.X.F. 1350A/2.)

WELSHMAN, Leave Alexandria passing boom 1700/2nd and
•tf-M.W.14. proceed to overtake convoy M.W. 14 at 0700/3rd.
jf. ♦ tProceed in company M.W.14 until darkness 3rd

' 7 thence direct to Malta to arrive 1st light 4th
or as ordered by V.A. Malta. Should weather be unsuitable for 
high speed during the night 3rd/4th remaining with M.W.14.
2. Should ORION become a casualty you should, if situation and 
weather after dark 3rd allow, hand over the conduct of the convoy 
to next S.O. and proceed to Malta as directed above.
3. M.W.14 reported 2^ hours late at 0630/2nd. R.A. Alexandria 
is requested to provide shipping summary.
5. Fighter protection codeword ’'Anger”.
6. WELSHMAN acknowledge.
(C. in C. Med. 1356B/2 to WELSHMAN (R) A.I.G. 72, ORION, Capt.
(D) 12th, N.O.I.C. Malta, C.C.F., C.S.15.)

HURWORTH E.T.A. Alexandria from West 0045/3. WELSHMAN,
One M.T.B., sailed West at 1700. 25 knots.

(R.A. Alexandria 2022B/2.)

JERVIS, 
JAVELIN, 
NUBIAN, 

KELVIN.

Departures.
(V.A. Malta 1405A/2.)
At 1400 your object was 25 miles ahead of estimated 
position. Escort may include a 6-inch Cruiser. 
Aircraft from Malta hope to attack at 1930.
(V.A. Malta 1659A/2 to D.14.)

Vessel My AI.141 1 Dec. P. and C. on first sighting
attacked by should read 1050 hours 180° Keliba 30 miles.
Beaufighters (A.H.Q. Malta 1410Z/2.) 
afternoon 
Dec. 1st.

P.35. Own surface force operating to southward of you
f m - night 2nd/3rd December, ordered not to attack

/ ■*<*.«** submarines after dark unless they take offensive
V^'^7 action.

(Capt. S.L.O. 1457A/2 to P.35 (R) C.S.15,
V.A. Malta.)

/P.42 • • •



MOST SECRET.

2.12.1942.
War Diary. Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

P.42.
.LI

Mediterranean - contd.
Leave patrol after dark tonight 2nd December, 
through 038° 28’ 011° 37' to arrive in 038°
00’ 011° 25' by 1900A/3rd thence following 
route and instructions given to TROOPER in my 
0005/lst, diving from J to K daylight 4th Dec. 
Instructions for arrival at Malta will be 
signalled.
(Gapt. (S) 10 1555A/2 to P.42 (r ) N.C.X.F. 
G.S.12, C.S.15, V.A. Malta.)

Situation 
Report No. 
300. S/Ms.

TRITON overdue and considered lost (see my 2028/30 
Nov. to Admty. only). PAPANICOLIS reports 6000 
tons Merchant Vessel sunk in Aegean. P.46 caused 
gun hits on tug off Sirte and reports much road

Western 
Desert. 
Situation 
Report 299.

activity westbound. P.44 entered Burat harbour 
1845/21st Nov. fired 24 rounds,scoring hits on 
schooners,pier,and a small steamer.
(2) Para, (l) KIUNGCHOW still burning but under 
control at 2230/30 Nov. At Benghazi slight enemy 
air activity 30th Nov. no damage. Quayside 
repairs making good progress. No a/t defences 
in position but sufficient Italian material

Operation
"Portcullis”

available.
(3) Convoy*M.W.14 (4 ships) left Port Said 143o/l Dec. No incidents except speed of 
AGWIMONTE reduced to 15-g- knots.
(0. 1» C. Med. 16B4B/2.)* S _  ^  t .

U/B
attacked.

Hudson sighted surfaced U 7 B position XTJT0055. 
U-boat still visible when 4 D/Cs exploded U-boat 
dived and no further results seen.
(E.A.C. Algiers 1728/2.)

Operation
"Portcullis"

Appendix IV. TRAVELLER off Toronto,^. 35 near 
Kerkenah. Remainder do not concern you.
(G. in G. Med. 1732B/2 to ORION, Gapt. (D) 12, 
WELSHMAN. ) / Taranto intended. # yys

Afternoon 
visuals 
Dec. 2nd.

V.A. Malta 1804/2.
My 1805A/2nd. (91804/2 intended) Photographs 
did not develop.
(N.O.I.G. Malta 2125/2.)

P.51. Please sail P.51 as convenient routed through 
Q.B.B. 255 in my 0005/lst to TROOPER who reports 
favourably on this route.
(Capt. (S) 10 1853A/2 to Gapt. (S) 8, (R) N.C.X.F. 
C. in C. Med. V.A. Malta, Gapt. (S) 1.)

Air attack 
on enemy 
convoy.

Have attacked enemy convoy with torpedoes. Result 
of attack hits observed fires. P.G. and S. of 
enemy 34° 45' N. 11° 45' E. 250° 10 knots.
(A/C 9 SWV 2001A/2.)

/Have ...



MOST SECRET

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1830B/2nd December. IN

FROM: Mideast DATE: 2 .12.42
RECD: 2005Z

cypher

ADDRESSED: A ir  M inistry .

IMMEDIATE

IZ 2437 CC/146 2nd December 1942. Your COS (ME) 331, +

Follow ing fo r  C hiefs o f  S ta ff  f  r)n Conr&nders in  C h ief. 

M ilita ry  commtnent in s ig n i f i c  ait. Agree the sooner th is  

p ip e lin e  reopened the b e tte r .

1 s t  Lord. 
1 s t  S .L .(E ) 
D .F .S.L. 
Contr.
4th S.L. 
V.C.N .S. 
A.C.N.S.(W ) 
Sec.
N .A .ls t  S.L. 
P .A .S .(S )
A. S .(C )
D. o f  P .(2 )  
D. o f  P .(Q ) 
D .C .(2 )
Hd, o f  M .(2) 
I . P . ( 2 )

13303/2

Reed: fra n  A ir  Min 1025/3rd Dec.

+ 1827/30 re  o i l  supply in  Mediterranean

C ircu la tion :
B rigadier Jacob.
Foreign Sec.
C.N.S.
C .6 ,Telegrams War O ffioe, 
A .M .C.S.(C)
C.C .0.

W,
MP& M.A.S.



SECRET
W ARN IN G : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside

S E C  H * * ? ! ™ ?  Messages $ v ilg  bq?n g a  One-T^me £m  ru le.,

Addressed} FREEDOM, Algiers,
Interior Addresses: Forwarded for; General Eisenhower,

BIGOT ALIBI.
V

Malta Intelligence Summary from 2000A/1 to
2000A/2.

\

Naval. Four destroyers of force K sailed to 
attack shipping reported to the westward. One submarine 
commanded by Lieut.J.D.Martin torpedoed a 4,000 ton 
escorted M/V approaching Bizerta on 27th November.
Vessel blew up causing considerable, superficial 
damage inside the submarine.

i

Air. 1; Reconnaissance 2nd December, photos 
Messina since 1st December. 4F (group missing) departed 
0700 hours 2nd December. One six inch cruiser leaving 
harbour course South. Visuals only. Naples, three 
battleships, four cruisers of which one probably doing 
trials, several destroyers. Tatanto, three battleships 
still present. No significant change seen. Sightings at ' 
sea. 0625 hours 560 degrees Ischis island half mile, 
two M/Vs, 4/5000 tons, course 270 degrees, speed 
7 knots, 0631 hours, 180 degrees Naples two1 miles one 
M/V 2000 tons three MTBs one flag ship course 200 degrees 
speed 3/4 knots. 1500 hours 070 degrees Has Kaboudi 
20 miles two M/V 5000 tons one six inch cruiser, one 
destroyer, one sloop, course ISO degrees speed,10 knots. 
090 degrees Ras Kaboudia 15 miles one M/V 2000 tons course 
360 degrees.

2. No enemy air activity.

5. Strikes. Night 1/2 December. Albacoras found 
2050 hours 260 degrees Marettimo 20 miles one tanker 7000 
tons with destroyer escort and made torpedo attack on 
tanker setting it on fire. 1200 hours 2nd December 
Baltimore found tanker motionless with two destroyers. 
Beaufighters on intruder patrol made two attacks with 
cannon and 2-250 pound bombs on Gabes/Tunis train between

British or Allied Government Services. IN

From: Malta. Rate: 2.12.42. .
Reed. \

Repeated Mideast
RC — x *— r .
Oi

/Sfax • #  * • •
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Sfât arid Tunis scoring cannon hits on Engine and'halting urain. Boauilghtors dropped 2-250 pound bombs on railway junction at Ouadenine(-?)- and 2-250 pound bombs on railway junction 25 pnilos east of Tunis.
Army. Nil Navy. Nil. j

1910Z/2.Received from A.F.H.Q. 1050/4.
A.F.H.Q,. Distribution,Copies to: ~ "1. OS.2. GAO3. Sec G/S. ::

1st Lord 
1st S.L.(2) 
4th S.L.
C. N.A.S. V.C.N.S,
A.G.No'S. (F) A,0,N.S. T) A.C.N.S.(W)
N. A.Tst S.L. Naval Sec. 
A.C.N.A. S.D. N.A.D. Capt.Pim Ops.(3)
O. D.C5) .D.N.I.(4) 
D.T.D.(4)' 
D.T.D.(M) D.T.D
0. 1.0.(4 D.of ?.(3)
D.A/S.W.(2)1. P.(5)
d!p!d.D.S.D.(2)M. (2)
D.A.G.D.D.of P.(Q)
Ad.Blake (2) Ad.Ramsey (4)
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War Diary.
2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean—  Cm. fl: .
Air attack 
on enemy 
convoy 
(contd.)

Have attacked enemy convoy with torpedoes. 
Hits observed.
(A/C BWYA 2025/2.)
Two merchant vessels sunk, one merchant vessel 
sinking escort scattered.
(A/C BTMR 2035A/2.)

UNA
patrol
report.

UNA reports observed standing patrol of three 
trawlers and one Schooner between Cape Bon and 
Marittimo at 20 mile intervals. 23rd to 27th 
spent in Gulf of Tunis nothing sighted or
considered to have entered At 0047A/27 in
I «  rrr* I a . i t .  > ' V  iposition 37° 34’ 10° 33' fired three torpedoes submerged 

moonlight at southbound 4,000 ton escorted merchant vessel 
one hit from 1200 yards enemy appeared to blow up causing general 
superficial damage in submarine,&t 1226/27 in 37° 36' 10° 43 
fired four torpedoes at 3500 ton southbound transport with three 
destroyers in vicinity but not escorting range 1500 yards. 
Torpedoes appeared to run correctly but possibly missed due to 
very rough sea enemy continued undamaged.
On night 27/28 when 23 miles from Marittimo UNA detected and 
hunted persistently for five hours by E-Boat despite rough sea 
UNA withdrew to westward made passage QBB 255 daylight 29th 
communicated with P.311 at 2213 in position 35 miles south of 
Empedocle E-boat fired two torpedoes tracks observed by C.O. 
who by use of helm avoided by 12 feet.
(S.10 2007A/2.)

Malta Night 1/2 Dec. Ship attacked by Malta based
G.S.R. Beaufighters afternoon 1st December in Gulf

2nd. Dec. Owing to heavy rain and much low cloud Spitfires and 
Beaufighters made no offensive sorties a total of 14 Spitfire 
sorties have been flown on reconnaissance patrols north of 
Malta but no sightings were made.
(A.H.Q. Malta 2035/2.)Night Dec. l/2nd. 5 Wellingtons were despatched to attack 
Bizerta Docks. Owing to extremely bad weather conditions and 
severe electrical storm 3 aircraft were unable to locate the 
target and brought their bombs back to base. At 1940 1 
Y/el ling ton dropped 5 500 7 250 lb. G.P. bombs from 6000 feet 
scoring hits near the Iron Ore Wharf and on the Western Shore
of Sedra Bay.(A.H.Q. Malta 2117/2.)

f Air. flt.tnnlr The adverse weather conditions prevented accurate

Hamammet seen by another Squadron to be still 
blazing and exploding at 0200/2.

convoy off Marittimo.

/1920 hours • • •



MOST SECRET.

2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.-
1920 hours 1 Wellington found 265° Marittimo 25 
miles 3 D/Rs and 6 unidentified vessels. 
Wellington shadowed and illuminated convoy with 
flares for surface forces from Bone.
2050 hours 2 Alhacores found 266° Marittimo 20 

miles 1 Tanker 7000 tons possible M/V with screen of at least 
2 D/Rs. 1 Albacore dropped flares while second Alhacore 
attacked Tanker with 1 torpedo contact only depth setting 9 feet 
from 40 feet range 450 yards scoring hit amidships producing 
flames and sparks to height of 65 (or 60?) feet. Flames later 
spread to after part of ship. 1 special Wellington observed 
Albacbre strike and confirms success. Remaining aircraft did 
not locate convoy though scattered shipping was seen in area. 
Wellingtons observed ships on fire at following times and 
positions 2258 hours (?260)° Marsala 10 miles, 2335 hours 270° 
Marittimo 35 miles 0104 hours 360° Cape Bon 35 miles 1200/2 
Baltimore sighted 140° Marittimo half a mile Tanker attacked 
by Albacores night lst/2nd Dec. stationary transit Hurricane 
sighted 1330 hours 070° Ras Kaboudia 20 miles 1 six inch C/R,
1 D/R, 1 sloop and 2 M/Vs 5000 tons course 180° speed 10 
knots and 090° Ras Kaboudia 15 miles, 1 M/V 2000 tons, course 360°.
(A.H.Q. Malta 2132/2.)

War Diary.

(Air attack 
on convoy)
(contd.)

HIGHLAND
MONARCH,
EMPIRE

TROOPER,
EMPIRE

WOODLARK.

Your 2146/25 Nov. propose embarking HIGHLAND 
MONARCH to capacity in addition to 500 German 
P.O.W. and EMPIRE TROOPER, EMPIRE WOODLARK to capacity.
2. HIGHLAND MONARCH ready to sail 4 Dec. daylight.
3. F.O.R.S.C.A. requested arrange escort.
4. Request immediate concurrence.
5. Agreed.
(P.S.T.O. Egypt 2041/2.)

Survivors. R.A.F. sighting report 2 rafts with 6 men but
ship disappeared. My trawler picked up 6 men. 
Further report follows.
(N.O.I.C. Bone 2245/2 to F.O.C. 12th C.S., (R) 
F.O.I.S., N.C.X.F.)

Situation (l) Aircraft from Malta laid three magnetic mines
Report at Bizerta and three at Tunis during night 30/1.
No.272. (2) Force Q. engaged enemy convoy which scattered

and made smoke in 37.39 N. 10.50 E. at 0037A/2. 
Burning wrecks were left probably from Merchant 

vessels and two destroyers no casualties or damage to Force Q. 
While off Galita Island at 0640A/2*QUENTIN hit by aircraft 
torpedo and believed sunk. *QUIBER0N has 90% survivors including C. 0. ^ i
Bone. Intermittent air raids 0100 to 0500/1. One merchant vessel 
hit but no serious damage. QUEEN EMMA and L.S.Is were unsuccess
fully attacked by bombers and T.B. aircraft.
(4) Algiers. Aircraft sighted S/M twelve miles North of Cape 
Caxine at 1307/l. S/M dived and may have been French.
(5) MANXMAN torpedoed by U-boat in 36.39 N. 00.15 E. at 1702/1.
Engine room wrecked. PATHFINDER has ship in tow and proceeding 
to Oran. h. ± a

1 /(6) ...
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War Diary.

Situation 
Report 
No.272 
(contd.)

2.12.1942. 
, Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean... .
(6) Sitrep 26 Item 5. French S/M is LE GLORIEUX. 
(7; Naval A.A. gunfire in forward areas accounted 
for four confirmed and two probable aircraft 
shot down during week ending 29/11.
(N.C.X.F. 2303A/2.)



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.12.19*4.2.Wednesday.

East Indies

OPHIR. Your 1220/25. Enemy Powers have all been
notified that Hospital Carrier, OPHIR will "be 
used hut Italian Government so far refuse to 

recognise her. She should therefore not he allowed to sail in 
v/aters where there is any likelihood of her encountering Italian 
S/Ms.
(D. of S.T. 0052A/2 to F.O.Ceylon (R) P.S.T.O. India).

SONAVATI. Intend sail SONAVATI from Colomho A.M./5th
L û xi-x .. .December carrying periodical relief stores 

* and three months provisions for garrison and
civilian population at Cocos. E.T.A. A.M./11th December 
duration of visit 2l\ hours.
( F.O.Ceylon 05*4-92/2).

HAWKINS. My 072l/30th para.2. HAWKINS is now being
sailed to Durban for docking.
(C. in C.E. F. 06i+2Z/2. to Admty).



SECRET
W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
B r it is h n r  Allied Government Services.

■p fcwSft  : Messages shown as havin^SSn?.sCfftjn a are excepted from this rule.;

NAVAL CYPHER (A3) BY FZt______________________________

Addressed Admiralty, 0. in  C. Eastern Fleet, Cota, R ^ N . 
S«,N,0» Persian Gulf,

380o Ceylon movements summary number 27 of seoond 
December,

Reference movement summary muber 26,
(1) H.M.3. FAIMOUTH and D.3. WILLEM VAN EEĤ AAN 

x escorting PeBe14 due Bombay 3 /12 , H U.3, FALMOUTH 
.scorting B,P,6£ leaves Bombay 6/12c

S2) H.M.S;# SOJjAVATI escorting SANTHLA arrived Colombo 3) H.M,S, LAUNCESTON arrived Karachi 1/120 
4) H.M.S, MARGUERITE,with MATIAMA iL la f*  .Addu A.io'0. 27/11

due Diego Garcia l / l 2 ,  Addu 10/1.2
(5) LISM0RB;an<3 BENGAL*escorting arrived
Bombay 28th November, H,M.A.S. LISMQRE,and H.H.I.S, 
MADRAS,escorting B,P,61,leaves Bombay 3rd December,
(6) H.M.I.S, MADRAS, and H,M,I,S« JUMNA arrived Bombay 
29th November,
(7) H.M.I.S. SUTLEJ, and H.M.I.S. JUHTIA.left Ecdbay 
30th November due Addu A toll 4th December,.

Summary No,27,
(1) H.M.S. Ulster, escorting B.A.34 to 067° East, leaving 
Bombay 3rd December,returning to Bombay.
(2) H.M.S, SCOUT, escorting SANTHIA,and SINGU,leaves 
Colombo 4th Deoember fo r  Addu,
(3) H,M,A,S, BATHURST, eceorting P,A,14.due to leave 
Bandar Abbas 9th December,
(k) BARBOUR,at Trincomalee,leaving fo r  Colombo shortly,
(5) H,M.S, LA0MED0N, arrived Calcutta 25th November frcra* 
Trincomalee,
(6) PUNJAB,escorting A.B»4,leaving Aden 3rd Deoember, Ends,

From F.O.C. Ceylon
Buie U kh D*#» I f v i
Reed,0233

10212/2
Advance Copy Ops, 0,D. Trade

N ,A,lst S,L*
Capt, Pim, Admy, Hse,

0.D.8
O.I.G.

D.P.S,
Mails,
Movts,

D.M.S.
D,M,S. Citadel 
N,L,0, Australia Hse,



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
2.12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.
Information 
U.S. managed 
Shipping.

Navy Dept, is anxious to be kept supplied with 
all possible information of U.S. managed shipping 
employed in Eastern North Atlantic and U.K.
(2) Much of this information is available through 
usual channels but is presumably not complete.

For example Part II of K.M. Sailing Telegram has not so far 
been available nor apparently advance information of release 
of U.S. flagships to this side of the Atlantic.
(3) Request you will remark observing that we have been asked 
to apply for the above subsequent to a similar request made to 
Comnaveu.

(B.A.D., 0007Z/2 to Admty.)
Your 0007/2 all information as to independent ships, with 

exception of U.K. coastal movements is already supplied.
2. Arrangements are being made to extract from K.M. Sailing 
Telegrams and pass to Connav all information as to U.S. managed ships.
3. N.G.X.F. has been requested to supply direct to Connav 
similar information as regards M.K. convoys.

(D.T.D., 2350a/2 to B.A.D.)

Shipping. Your 2151/30 following is a repetition of Cominch 
(C. and R.) 2040/19. "Your 1830/18 concur 
except para, two prefer 14-g- knot speed apply to 
Caribbean".
(B.A.D., 0011Z/2 to Admty.)

S.C. Ill, KING GRUFFYD collision.
S.C.Ill collision in convoy at 2139Z/1 in 044 
31'. 057° 31’. ' ‘(a) KING GRUFFYD (42) proceeding 
Sydney (C.B.) at 8 knots not taking water but 

will in heavy weather. Request escort may meet. Other ships 
not yet located.

(C.T.IJ. 24.18.7, 0015Z/2 to C.O.A.C., A.O.C. E.Atlantic
Coast, N.O.I.C* Sydney C.B., (r ) N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., Admty.,
C.T.24, C.E.S.F., Capt. D. Halifax, Connav.)
Commander W.L.E.T.U. 24,18.4 1440/1 (not received). Request 

you will reply and if possible arrange transfer of stragglers 
to S.C. 111.

(C.O.A.C., 0122Z/2 to F.O.N.F., (r ) C.T.F.24, Connav,
Admty., C. in C. W.A., N.S.H.14., F.O.N.F., C.T.G. 24.7,
Commander W.L.E.T.U. 24.18.4.)
Detach U.S. Destroyer SIMPSON at latest time which will 

permit her to arrive U.S, Naval Operating Base Argentia daylight 
hours Dec. 7th. Afterwards she is not available to you as 
escort S.C.111. Retain U.S. Destroyer BADGER as part of your 
unit for (? entire) round trip. Change my operation order 60 - 
42 accordingly.

(C.T.24, 1501/2 to C.T.U. 24.1.3, (r ) SIMPSON, etc.)

U.S. S/M 
Notice.

SAWFISH departed Narragansett Bay 1700Z/2 for 
New London via Block Island Sound swept channel. 
Arrives New London lower harbour 2100Z/2.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 0110/2 to Admty.)
Movement P.512. My 1601/1 delayed 24 hours.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 0540/2 to Admty.)

/S.C.110
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2.12.1942. ^
War Diary. Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

S.C.110.
America and West Indies - Contd.
Following ships put back to St. Johns or Halifax 
KEWAYDIN (U.S.S.), KOFRESI (U.S.), VAV (Nor.), 
VEZINA (Nor.)
(C. in C. W.A., 0135a/2 to Escorts S.C.110 for 
Cdre. , (R) Admty.)

U/B
sightings.

Operations 1st Dec. Times G.M.T.
U-Boat sighted at 1118 position 44.45 N. 58.40 W. 
no attack convoy escort directed to position. 
S.C.lll 2 sorties 11 20 to 1940 U-Boat sighted 
1946 position 44.23 N. 54.51 W. no attack. 
(A.O.C. E.A.C., 0253/2.)

S/M Estimates 
and notices.

(Comnaveu, 0802/2, Cominch 1551/2. 1552/2, 
1648/2, 1649/2, 1650/2.)

K . 14 (from 
S.A. for 
refit.)

Arrival Bermuda K.14.
(S.B.N.O.W.A. , 0829(4/2 to Admty., (R) B.A.D. , 
N.S.H.4., S.O.(I) Kingston, Jamaica, REGENT, 
F.O.W.A.F. )

Movements. Arrival 1st,U.S. escort vessel Y.P.340. 
(R.N.O. Nassau, 1001/2 to Admty., S.O.(l) 
Kingston.)

Departure lst,U.S. Auxiliary vessels SAMANA, MIAMI,2nd. and 
ARU EXUMA 1st.
(R.N.O. Nassau, 1008/2 to Adraty., S.O.(l) Jamaica.)

0.N.149. Report your P.C. and S. and whether my 0950Z/1
B. N.213 was received.
(C. in C. W.A. ,  1012A/2 to S.E.C.O.N., (R) Connav,
C. T.24, Admty., N.S.H.4. ,  F.O.N.F. ,  C.O.A.C. ,  
C.T.G. 24.7.)

EMPIRE
CROMWELL.

Trinidad reports torpedoed sunk 0158Z/28 in 09.00 
N. 58.30 W. 25 survivors; 24 missing presumed 
dead.
(S.O.(l) Jamaica, 1126R/2.)

H.X.217,
escort.

H.X.217. EGLANTINE, ROSE. VERVAIN from mid-Ocean 
escort T . U . 24.1.4 ( ?  join) convoy H.X.217 Halifax 

n f t ’  w  d m  °  p o t  w  q + 1 o r > n < 7  /•*
b 7* v'frO O  IN • v O i .  o C  V* • 8  u O #

(C.T.24., 1221Z/2 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet, (r ) Mid- 
Ocean Escort T.U.24.1.4, Western Local Escort T.U. 
24.18.4, C.T.G. 24.7, F.O.N.F., Admty., N.S.H.4. , 
C. in C. W.A. ,  C.O.A.C.)

/ALMAACK ...
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PROM: G.O.A.C.

message 020!Z/2nd December. IN
DATE: 2 ,12 .42 . 
KBCD: 0438

NAVAL CIPHER S BT W/T />ND T/p

ADDRESSED: G B 7 A and A G
IMPORTANT.

1701 1 s t .  S ec tion  N orth West d e le te  re fe re n c e  to  
H.M.S/M P. 512,MTLLTOWN, departing  F ic to u , N.S. 1200 9nd 
s a i l in g  delayed.

0201Z/2

A.C.N.S.(H) 
N .A .ls t S.L, 
Capt. Pim. D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D .O .D .(F)(2)
D,D.O.D. (M)
D .C .(2)D .D .I.G .(2 )
D. of P lans (2) 
D.A/S.W.
Hd. o f  M.
W.D.

Advance cop ies O ps., O.D., 
O.I.G .

.> N orth  West S itu a t io n  re p o rt.

I .P . (2)D.T.D.(M)
P.O.S. by c o u r ie r  
G.C.R.T.
D.T.D.(S)
D.T.D.(G)



SECRET
W ARN IN G  t This Is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 

code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Service^ 
(•Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad t

u O .T .P .”  are excepted from this rule.)u O .T .P .”

M E S S A G E 01i(£r/5th December,
IN

From N,S,H,Q, Ottawa* Date 13* 12,1.1.2, 
Reed, 0540,

NAVAL CYPHER M BY CABLE,

Addressed Admiralty, Washington NMCJS, F .0 ,N ,F ,, (?B,A,D,

Following is a rccyphered version of C ,0 »A ,C ,*s (?1U)15Z 
2nd Logins N,S»H,Q, repeated F,0 ,N ,F, frora C.O.A.C, (?in) 
conversation with L t, Do Vaissoau Maucotel F, N ,F,L, on h is  
a rr iv a l in  H a lifa x , I  mentioned that I  be lieved  the transfer  
of 3  Fairm ilos to F ,N ,F .L , probably hung on whether they could he 
ropla.ccd in  R.C.N, from those building^ in  Canada fo r R,N, 
Yesterday 1st December Maucotel informed me that he was 
authorized to say that the figh tin g  French arc w illin g  to man 3 
Fairm ilos oven i f  they cannot he a llocated  to St, P ierre  base. 
N atura lly , i f  Fair miles are being used on South Coast of 
Newfoundland they would hope to operate in  that v ic in ity  and be 
based at home but they arc anxious to aid  the war e ffo rt  they 
have the personnel ava ilab le  and arc w il l in g  to serve anywhere 
IT.8,H*Q, Ottawa or the Admiralty goo f i t ,  Maucotol lo f t  fo r  
(corrupt) by 2 c A v ia , St, Johns N,F, P»M* 1st December,
1U15Z 2nd Ends,

Washington) •

01U6E/5,

1st Lord, 
1st S,L, 
D.F ,S ,L ,

Aidmiral Blake
W.D,
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America and West Indies - Contd.

ALMAACK
damage.

Details of damage. Time to effect temporary 
hull repairs in dock about three weeks. Vessel 
is not fit for a long tow in present condition. 
(Radio Washington, 1315/2 to Admty.)

U/B attacks Following signal to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa is passed to 
by A/C you for information. (Begins). Request
assessment. information whether attacks on U-Boats by 

aircraft of R.C.A.F. are being assessed in 
accordance with my 1916/9th July. 2124/8 

November. (Ends). No reply has been received.
(D.A/S.W., 1348A/2 to B.A.D.)

Tanker C.O.A.O. Halifax and F.O.N.F. report that with
allocation increased number of destroyers based at St.
to St. Johns N.F. it will not always be possible to
Johris N.F. ensure either TEAKWOOD or BRITISH HONOUR will be

available at St. Johns N.F. with 6000 tons fuel 
required by Admiralty 100l/3rd June 1941. This 

is due partly to increased rate of consumption but also to delay 
in turn-around of tankers from Halifax to St. Johns N.F. in 
winter months.
(2) It is operationally uneconomical to use the fuel facilities 
at Argentia for destroyers of the Western support force owing 
to addition steaming time required.
(3) It is therefore strongly recommended that either EMPIRE 
SALVAGE or another tanker be permanently allocated to St. Johns 
N.F. in addition to TEAKWOOD and BRITISH HONOUR.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 1442Z/2 to Admty.)

Reply to his 1945Z/30. (Technical).
(C. in C. W.A., 1502Z/2 to N.S.H.Q., (R) Admty., 
C.O.A.C., F.O.N.F.)

MONTGOMERY, WITHERINGTON are to detach at about 
2300Z/2 at best speed to St. Johns N.F. to refuel 
reporting E.T.A. 2 hours before arrival. on 
completion of fuelling you will sail to join 
H.X. 217.

(F.O.N.F., 1530Z/2 to C.T.U. 24.12.1, (R) C.T.U. 24.18.4, Adraty., 
C.T.U. 24.1.4, C. in C. U.S. Fleet, C.T.F.24, C.O.A.C., Halifax, 
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

O.N$146. O.N>146. Your 2300/1 cancel my 1616/30. W.L.E.S.
Task Unit 24.18.8 now sailing as follows QUESNEL 
2300/2 joining position 43° 02* N. (?61° ?64°)

35' W. at 1200/3 and BRANTFORD (S.O.), DUNDAS, TRURO at 0800/3 
joins at H.o.M.P. at 2000/3. 2. When QUESNEL joins detach
ships for Canadian ports to Halifax escorted by one destroyer.
3. (? Belfast) ships will join from Halifax.
(C.O.A.C., 1544/2 to C.T. 24.18.1.)

Position 
of Convoy 
Escort.

H.X. 217, 
escort.

/SS. SAMUEL ...
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America and West Indies - Contd
SS. SAMUEL Went aground Soldado Rock,Serpents Mouth

JOHNSTON. Trinidad,22nd Nov. Towed off by H.M.R.T.
CONFIDENT, proceeded to Port of Spain under own 
power.
(BENBOW, 1610Q/2.)

group) 08. Unable to re(?gain) ends expect 
them to drift ashore at Fourchu Bay. Will 
await further orders at Louisburg.
(BRANDON, 1725Z/2 to C.O.A.C., (r ) C.C.N.F., 
C.T.G. 24.7.)

Proceeding to St. Johns N.F. 7th,en route 
West,Asdic broken down. E.T.A. 1100/4th. 
Course 255° 13 knots position 49.44 39.47 
weather report 3471 1573.
(SHERWOOD, 1801Z/2.)

U.S. salvage In case you may not have seen it following is

despatched immediately to Oran via Capetown. Also request that 
Andrews be instructed to send to Oran by air Ellsberg's salvage 
party of eight with equipment now at Massawa. Ellsberg selected 
this party before he departed. Advise E.T.A. of ships and of 
party. Ends.
(J.S.M. Washington, 1931Z/2 to War Cabinet.)

GEZINA. My 1950/25th ship did not sail.

54.51 W. 1946Z/1. Sub. contact 13.08 N. 68.25 W 
0855Z/2.

D. Airlines planes sights submarine 20° N. 70° W. 1830Z/2 
course 150.
(Cominch, 2110/2.)

Report by 
BRANDON.

045° 46’ N. (? 060° 00') W. tow parted while 
making for Louisburg at 1740Z. Wind (corrupt

ships at 
Massawa.

text of tel. 977 of 1st Dec. from Eisenhower to 
Marshal repeated Middle East. Begins.
Captain Ellsberg reported Algiers today. I
desire that U.S. salvage ships at Massawa be

(N.C.S.O. St. Johns N.F., 1932Z/2.)

U/B Sub sighted lat. 20.00 N. long. 70.00 W. at 
1830 G.M.T./2.
(Curacao, 1935/2.)

Submarine 
attack and 
sighting 
summary.

B. ELMDALE U.88 type. REUBEN TIPTON three 
torpedo hits.
C. P.C.563 attacks sound contact 12.40 N. 62.40 W 
1830z/l9th Nov. Plane sights submarine 44.23 N.



M E S S A GE IN

2325Z/ 2nd December

Date 3/1?/42,
^ E rom  J.S.M. Washington. Reed. 0423Z

____ ,________________ Cypher______________________________

Addressed War Cabinet O ffices  London.

BtDDIATE ■■

IZ.2443. J.S.M.511 2nd December 1942.

personal from F.M. D i l l .  Reference F .0.7516 to  
Washington.

As fa r  as we can ascertain  the only instructions 
sent by U.S. Chiefs o f S ta ff  to  Eisenhower regarding 
Dakar1 negotiations are contained in th e ir  R.3519 o f 24th 
November, which covers only ono or two points.

2. As reported in J.S.M .500, d ir e c t iv e  fo r  U.S. 
negotiations is  now boing drafted horo. We hope to  
ensure -

(1 ) That a l l  our requirements as communicated■in
C.0.S.(W )365, and fu rther instructions from A ir 
M in istry to  Rafdol, arc covered,

(2 ) That thoy aro not s p e c if ic a l ly  sot down as B r it is h  
requirements, but that everyth ing obtainod should be fo r  
the ** A l l ie s " .

3. By th is  moans wo hope that we sh a ll share in  what
ever tno Americans got. I f  B r it is h  requirements are 
shown separate ly, there w i l l  bo a tendency to  pin us down 
r ig id ly  to  those, and to  oxclude us from any extension o f

#  f a c i l i t i e s  which may la t e r  accrue.

4. Marshall to ld  mo yesterday that he had hoard from 
Eisonhowor o f  Cunningham*s an x ie ties . I  thoro fore .

. telegraphed Cunningham p r iva to ly  g iv in g  him g is t  o f “ * 
f  J.S.M .500. Marshall has now sent me copy o f fo llow ing '

privato  mossago which ho has sont t o  Eisenhower.
Bogins.

~ 1 '  •  v  . *  • *

Reference your 935 o f  December 1st regarding Cunning-- 
ham and Dakar, I  have just road your mossago to  D i l l ,  who 
is  sending a mossago to  Cunningham to  reassure him. * I  
to ld  D i l l  that wo f e l t  Cunningham head given such an out- • 
standing demonstration o f unselfish  co-oporaf ion that I_ 
would be most seriou sly  concornod i f  he had any doubts in

/ th is
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th is  Dakar matter. D ill thinks he can reassure him.
The whole matt or was taken up by the Combined Chiefs of 
S taff, th is is .  with the B ritish  Mission, and our action 
was O.K’d by them. They had submitted various B ritish ^  
naval matters which were involved, and the so are a ll  
being taken care of in a directive to the Mission to go 
to  Dakar. There is  no objection to your sh .ing th is  
message to Cunningham i f  you so dosiro. Ends.
5. Wo feel tha t i t  would bo.very d ifficu lt now, 
particularly  in view of above message to Eisenhower, to 
go back to U.S. Chiefs of Staff and ask for B ritish  
representation in negotiations without implying lack of 
tru s t. Nevertheless an‘opportunity might occur la te r  
for pressing for B ritish  advisors i f  not for fu l l  
representation. In any co.se wo shall suggest that 
Admiral Glassford should soo whoever you wish at Accra 
on his way through to  Dakar1. This seoms a ll  the more 
important as wo have just hoard, that General Cm i t  h has 
rone hod North Africa without soo ing G.O.C. or A.O.C. West 
Africa.
6, In th is  not vory satisfactory situation , fact that 
agreements are to  be approved by Combined Chiefs of 
S taff provides some safeguard.

Circulation -  
Brigadier Jacob 
Foreign Secretary 
F irs t Soa Lord

23252/2.

C.6 Tols. War Office 
C.A.S.
C.C.O.

Received from V/.O.O. p.m.,/3.
1st Lord Of* P  X A •OUi1st 
D.F.S. 
V.C.N. 
A.C.N. 
A.C.N. 
A*C»N. 
P .A .3. 
D.O.J). 
D.O.D. 
D.N.I,

L.
L.
S.
S. (F) 
S. (H) 
a. (T)
(S)
(F)
(H)

Hoad of M. 
Admiral Blake 
Admiral Ramsey 
D.C.
I . P.

■W357
D. of P.(Q)
D. of L.D. 
D.D.I.C.
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MOST SECRET V* *

% OST SECRET.

From J.S.M. Washington. Data 3.12.42
Time : .03203

CYPHER.

Addressed War Cabinet O ffices  London 

MEDIATE.
IZ .2 4 ’2. JSM.512 2nd December 1942.

* Follow ing ju st rece iv  
ask your views. BEGINS

fran  Americans, who

T o : AGWAR
From; Freedom A lg ie rs .

Do. 1025 December 2nd 1942. This message Is  from 
Eisenhower to  General Marshall f o r  his eyes -only.

French conferees and myself as to the terms o f the 
Dakar agreement now under preparation , one these terms 
have been approved by the C.O.S., I  intend here to. 
re lease the fo llow in g  statement -  - .

,!The a l l ie d  Commander in Ch ief. North Africa,- announced 
today that the Governor General o f French W est-A frica, 
Monsieur Boisson, has agreed to co-operate with the 
United Nations in the prosecution o f the .wr against 
the Axis. The Governor General of French West A fr ic a  
has proclaimed his purpose o f achieving fu l l  -co
operation with the High Commissioner o f French North 
A fr ic a . Admiral Darlan, by placing him self d e f in ite ly  
under the orders o f  the l e t t e r . "  Important points in 

)  the co-operative e f f o r t  t )  be undertaken by French 
West A fr ic a  are the use o f a ir f ie ld s  fo r  tra n s itin g  o f 
A ll ie d  plon.es and the use of ports and port f a c i l i t i e s  
by A ll ie d  Navies. A l l ie d  shipping held in  French West 
A fr ic a  is  to  bo released at once, as w il l  a lso any 
internees o f the United Nations. D eta ils  involv ing 
fu ture employment o f Fronch naval units and shipping- 
are t^  be developed at In te r  conferences in Dakar.

Request radio rop ly as soon as p racticab le , as I  pin 
hopeful the agreement can be reached in  a couple days. 
ENDS

2. _ Please l e t  us have your comments most urgently.
Wear Department recommend capproval, but agreement o f

When fu l l  agreement has been reached between

State/
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

2.12.1942.
Wednesday,

Australia and New Zealand.
Movements. 1st Dec. arrivals, Townsville AfflTNTA, STUART.

Moresby, KJTdttBM. Departures. Adelaide.
SPRINGDALE for Melbourne?^/ qrisbane^. AUSTRALIA 

on patrol,'fefTE’ort Darwin^. KAPUNDA on escort duty. Sydney Cn .S.W. ) 
WHYALLA for Townsville, Townsville ,̂ SWAN, for Milne Bay, WARREGO 
and •^#*COLAC^F for Port Moresby.
(A.G.N.B., 0701Z/2 to Admty., G. in C. E.F., N.Z.N.B., G.O.I.S.

Dock. Ref. S. of S's cable Great Britain dated 17th
Feb. 1942 to Prime Minister. Is it now your 
intention to provide 2750 ton dock for 
(? Bunbury)?*
(A.C.N.B., 1706Z/2 to Admty.)
* Group co’Sfrt. Possible alternative 
Queensclift.

P

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx, positions. Noticeable increase of 
effort in western Mediterranean by about ten 
U-Boats west of 05° 00’ E. West of Gibraltar 
at 1200Z/2.
(D.D.I.G., 1357A/2, 1426A/2.)
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11
War Diary 3.12.1942

Thursday.
SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
The corvette VIOLET, on passage from Gibraltar 
to U.K., reported at 0930Z being attacked by 
two U-Boats in 45° 8* N. 14° 44’ W. There were 
no further developments.

Convoy P.W.257 was attacked by E-Boats at 0630 
today five miles south of Start Point. The 
Hunt-class destroyer PENYLAN and M.V. GATINAIS 
(383 tons) were sunk.

BERWICK and FURY are on patrol “White".

In view of the importance attaching to anti U-Boat 
measures in the Atlantic at the present the 
Admiralty have requested the Air Ministry to 
continue the heavy daylight bombing attacks on 
Bay of Biscay ports by the 8th Air Force, U.S.A.
A.F. and that attention may be paid to Lorlent 
Airfield since Ju.88 fighters are causing serious 
interference with anti U-Boat operations in the 
Bay of Biscay. Bad weather over the targets, 
however, curtailed the number and weight of the 
attacks.

During small scale air raids on Murmansk yesterday 
and last night SS. EMPIRE SCOTT was hit by 
incendiaries, but no damage is reported.

South Atlantic.
C.G. Lourenco Marques reports survivors landed 
from MOUNT PARNES, lost by enemy action.

Mediterranean.
Force K (CLEOPATRA, EURYALUS, DIDO, JERVIS, 
JAVELIN, KELVIN, NUBIAN) left Malta at 2036a 
today, to act as cover for M.W.14 tonight and 
reinforce the close escort to Malta tomorrow 
morning.

/It
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War Diary.

Acceleration 
of shipping.

Coastal
Shipping.

SITUATION BEPORT.

Mediterranean - Contd.

It is reported that Albacores from Malta 
successfully attacked an escorted southbound 
convoy of 2 merchant vessels off Kerkenah Islands 
last night, and obtained 4 torpedo hits and left 
the ships burning.

Aircraft attacked Bizerta docks and Tunis docks 
last night.

Enemy aircraft bombed Tobruk harbour last night; 
little damage was caused.

A Hudson on A/S sweep attacked a surfaced U-Boat 
in 37° 15' N. 4° 45’(or 15') E. (N.N.E. of Phil 
ville) with 4 depth charges, 2 of which straddi 
the U-Boat. About an hour later, an oil patch 
i mile in diameter was seen and also a small 
yellow raft.

America and West Indies.

The Admiralty today proposed to the U.S. Navy 
Department that some modifications should be 
made to the Atlantic convoy system, in order 
to accelerate the movements of shipping, 
especially tankers. Theyconsider that the 
U-Boat situation in the western Atlantic is such 
as to justify some modification of the present 
convoy procedure; we are allowing the enemy to 
impose his will upon us if, as the result of 
heavy scale attacks in an earlier period.we 
continue to deal with our shipping as if those 
conditions were still operative. The operations 
in North Africa are thought in some degree to 
have caused a revision of U-Boat strategy. The 
U.S. Navy Department concurred (5th Dec.) The 
immediate action to be taken is to detach fast 
ships from H.X. convoys and tankers from O.N 
convoys to proceed independently when waters 
are reached where the U-Boat menace is consider-

In order to avoid holding coastwise shipping in 
port to await escort Comeastseafron has ordered 
that until further notice they may be sailed 
independently except between Cape Lookout and 
Chesapeake. This does not apply to aviation 
spirit tankers.

/The • • •
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SITUATION REPORT.
Thursday,

America and West Indies - Contd.
The sailing of Convoy S.C.112 has been delayed 
24 hours by extremely bad weather.
Convoy B.S.40 did not sail owing to the weather

SS, EMPIRE DABCHICK (a straggler from Convoy 
0.N£.146) reported being torpedoed at 0855 G.M.T 
in 43° O' N. 58° 17’ V/.
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War Diary.
3.12.19U2. 
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

2nd
M.G.B
Flotilla.

Policy.
The 2nd M.G.B.Flotilla is temporarily re-allocated 
to Dartmouth.
V.A.Dover is requested to sail all available boats 
as soon as possible.
(D.D.O.D.(C) 1652A/3).

Admiralty's lli+9/2. C.O. Landing ships and 
Craft will be detailed by C.C.O. as required 

for Overseas A.ssault Force under Rear-Admiral 
Baillie-Groha&V Until this is done, such ships 
and craft will remain under S.O.A.S.C. as at 
present.

(2) Rear-Admiral Baillie-Groham will direct training policy 
and disposition of personnel concerned, most of whom are ex 
"Torch", as from date of this signal, but these personnel will 
remain under their present administrative authorities until 
further orders.
(C.C.O. 181+0A/3).

Overseas 
Assault 
Force.

Task Group Subron 50 hereby designated Task Group 99.1 
99_1. Task Force Number 99 assigned for U.S.Navy ships

operating under Commander U.S.Naval Forces in 
Europe by Cominch 1714+/1.
(Comnaveu 1926/2 to Comsubron 50, F.O.S. Admty),

Movements.
Arrived F. S.JUNON.
(S/0 S/M Lerwick 0805A/3).

My 1211/2 amend to read as follows:- 
Time of sailing l600A/l+th. E.T.A. 0800A/6th. 
S.O.A. 7 knots.
(S.O.S/M Lerwick 201+1A/3 to A.C.O.S.).

F.615.

BELFAST.

P.615 will be ready to sail4Freetown p.m./9th 
December.
(Capt.S.3. 09ij-5A/3 to F.O.S.).

/tiX  n. T>-

My 17U9/25. and A.M. 2155/26. BELFAST delayed, 
anticipate sailing her 10th.December.
(C. in C. Plymouth IO2I4A/3 ).

P.555. Intend to sail P.555 escorted by LADY SHAHRAZAD 
at l500A/i+th from Rothesay to Oban, E.T.A. 0600A/5 
via Sound of Islay and Mull. Speed of Advance, 

10 knots. N.O.I.C.Oban is requested to sail her for Tobermory to 
arrive by 1200A/5th.
(Capt.S.7. 1058 /;>).

/GRAPH....



MOST SECRET.

' «Var Diary.
3 . 12 .19U 2.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements - Oontd.

GRAPH. Estimated position of GRAPH at 2000A/3rd.
L — l ^ 6 «01+» 15.50 to U 7 .0 1 , 13.50, diving "by day. 

* ■" 7 Speed on the surface 10 knots which may "be
reduced hy weather to 5 knots.
(0. in C.W.A. 1122A/3 to VIOLET)

BERMUDA. BERMUDA left STRATHAIRD who is making good
18 knots at 1300/2 in 0k2.3k N. 015.18 W.
2. BERlvIUDA will pass through 52.10, 13.10 at 

1200/5. S.O.A. 25 knots, reduced to 17 through Minches.
3. E.T.A. 1515A.
(BERMUDA 1201A/3 to 0. in C.W.A.).

North Atlantic A.M. 1313/1. Area, Scapa For 11 read 9 destroyers 
dispositions. Add HOWE.

Area Liveroool, Add ARCHER, Passage to U.K.
Delete ARCHER. /s & 7
(D.O.D^H^ 13^5A/3 to C. in C.U.S. Fleet).

LOWESTOFT.
rf,tK. V ' 5?

(T) proceed throughC. in C. W.A. 114-38/ 2 . From x
(A) 50.00 N. 12.30 W. (B) 180° Bishop Rock 5 (C) 
180° The Lizard 5i, and hy Q.Z.S. A  7 to 
Falmouth.

2.Adjust speed to arriv.e Falmouth 0900/5th.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1557A/3 to LOWESTOFT)

SUSSEX. Your I3I4.6A/2 9. Approximate date p.m./5th
Jan. .
(N.O. I.C.Nevrcastle l6j>0/5 to C. in C.H.F.).

VIMY. VTKY is urgently required for service. Request
information when she will be ready to sail.
(C. in C.W.A. 1653A/3 to C. in C.Portsmouth).

SAi Positions. At, O 8OOA/I4. Details. (F.O.S. 171+7A/3). 
and 2157A/5) See Lion Copy.

HALCYON. Proceed passing Switha 1300/l4.th to Milford
Haven for refit routed through Minches and 
North Channel.
(R.A.D. 183UA/3 to HALCYON).
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MOST SECRET M E S S A G E  174V//3rd Roc. IN

F r a i  F .O .S

IV L BY T/r.

Addressed A dm ira lty .

4/L4. P o s it io n  o f  submarines a t 0800//4th December 
and movements f o r  the fo l lo w in g  24 hours

(A ) GUNNEL esco rted  by CAPE PORTLAND v i c in i t y  Bude 
f o r  Roseneath speed 5 knots.

(B ) CLYDE 49 degs 42 mins north  05 degs 52 mins west 
d ived  by day through 180 degs L iz a rd  Head 20 m iles
180 degs S ta r t  P o in t 20 m ile s  t o  rendezvous w ith  e s co r t 
in  50 degs 33.8 mins n orth  01 degs 50.6 mins west a t 
0830/5th December.

(C ) DOLFIJN 48 degs 05 mins north  06 degs 50 mins 
west d ived  by day t o  rendezvous in  180 dogs L iz a rd  Head 
10 m ile s  a t 0800 5th December.

O )  TUNA 45 degs 50 mins north  02 degs 50 mins w ^ t  
d ived  by day t o  south eastward f o r  p a tro l in  B iscay  
south zono,

(B ) GURNARD in  zone K.505.

(•*' GRAPH 48 degs 24 mins north  13 degs 04 mins west
vud by day tlirough  49 degs 15 mins north  12 degs 
iiin s  west and 49 dogs 30 mins north  09 degs 01 mins 

v.ost advance 150 m iles  in  24 hours. <

(G) P.555 esco rted  by LADYSEAHRA&AD lea ses  Rothesay
1500/4th Pec ember through Sounds o f  I., la y  and M u ll, 
b a l l in g  a t Oban f o r  fu e l  expected  time o f  a r r iv a l

obeiTiory 1200/5th Decomber' />.$o
1747A/3

Advance copy Duty Capt

D.D.I.C. (2)
D. of plans (;•) 
D.A/S.W.
Hd. o f  M.
W.D.
I.P. (2)
D.T.D. (M) 
U.S.H. (3)
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From:- F.O.S.

MESSAGE. 2157A/3rd Dec. IN
Date. 3 /12 /42 . 
Reed. 2201

?/L  BY T / P __________________
Addressed:- Admiralty.

217.
My 1747/3rd December. /
Add paragraph (H) F S JITNON escorted 

by LEICESTER OlTY loaves Lerwick 1600/4th 
December routed through 091 dogs Gumburgh 
Head 5 miles 089 degs Fair Isle  6 miles arid 
58 degs 44 mins North 02 dogs 32 mins West 
thence by Searched Channels to Dundee Sneed 
o f  advance 7 knots. a . . *

2157A/3.
Advance Copy. Duty Capt.

D.O.D.(H).

a . c . n. s . ch:?
N.A,1st S.L. 
Cant .P in , , 
D.O.D.fH) 2). D.O.D.(f 5(2).
D, p. 0, .Duty Cap^.(2). 
D. D .I.O ,(2 ).
D. o f.P la n s .(2 ) . 
D.A/S.W.
H o.of M.
w.D.
i . p : (2 ) . 
D.T.D.(M). 
U.S.N.C3 .
D.N. I. (4).

/  Submarine movements.
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3.12.1942.Thursday,
HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Patrolsr------ tonight GLAISDALE with M.T.B.55 (S.O), 49,

M.G.B. 608 is to proceed to St.Helens before 
dark and if weather permits proceed to patrol 

between 50° 27’ N. 0° 05’ W. and 50* 52’ N. 0.55 E. passing 
E.A.5. Buoy 1750 outward and 0800 inward. Codeword "Advent.”  ̂
2. If weather is unsuitable for M.T.Bs, proceed with M.G.B.608. 
GLAISDALE is not to proceed alone.
5.Convoy C.E. 156 (S.O Escort*CATTISTOCK) passes E.A.5 at 
1620, C 5 1850 D, 0120. Keep to southward of it as far as 
patrol line allows and then near eastward end of patrol.
4. If ordered to intercept enemy on his coastal route cross 
Q.Z.X.771 by passage one. /» Sh-. CHda«6tifea 15 (S.O) and 14 patrolling South of E.A.5Hioy.
C. in C.Portsmouth 1^06a/5 to D.l. HORNET).

Clf6§6StiHiS 15 and 14 patrolling South of E.A.5 Buoy.
— >GLAISDALE, M.T.Bs 55, 49, M.G.B. 608 patrolling to Southward 

of Beachy Head, passing E.A.5 Buoy at 17pO/5 and 0800/4.
(C. in C.Portsmouth 1551A/5).

Patrols by 
U.S. S/Ms.

1. Following forecast patrol By (Comsubron 
50.) is proposed:-
S/M.
BARB. 
HERRING. 
BLACKFISH. 
SHAD. 
GURNARD. 
GURNARD. 
BARB. 
HERRING. 
BLACKFISH. 
SHAD.

Date of Sailing 
Clyde.

16th December, 
do.

20th December, 
do.

28th November.
9th January. 

30th January. 
26th February. 
10th February.

Date of Arrival 
Clyde.

15th January. 
4th February. 
24th January.
8th February. 

24th December. 
28th February. 
21st March.
27th March, 

do.
5th April.6th March.

(2) Programme for GUNNEL will be proposed 
when time to make good defects is known. 
(Comsubron 2044A/5 to F.O.S.).

Exercise
X.C.F.
BERWICK,
SUFFOLK,
NORFOLK,
CUMBERLAND,
FURY.

X.C.F

Exercises.
My 1755/2nd. BERWICK is to leave "White” 
patrol to R/V with SUFFOLK as ordered by 
SUFFOLK to carry out strategical exercise 
in accordance with C.S. 1 0958/2nd.
2. On leaving patrol order destroyers in 
comoany to return to Hvalfjord.
(c/in C.H.F. 004+A/5 to BERV/ICK SUFFOLK).

C. in C.H.F. 0044A/5 para.2.
X.C.F.destroyers may now be used as red 

merchant ships independently routed through the area between 
the minefields and the ice.
(C.S.l. 1157A/5 to SUFFOLK). ___ >>T_Scapa departures NORFOLK and CUMBERLAND.

(A.C.O.S. 1517/5 to A.C.I.C.)•
Situation at 2000 tonight. _ ,

NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND 058. 45 N. 005.47 ./. to^Hvaif jord
(A.C.O.S. 1548/5 to Air Ministry, H.Q.C.C. Capt.S. B ) .

/C. in C.H.F...
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3.12.1942.Thursday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Exercises - Contd.
Exercise
X.C.P.
BERWICK,
SUFFOLK,NORFOLK,
CUMBERLAND,
FURY.Contd.

C. in C.H.F's 0044A/3. Intend pass through 
063.57 N, 025.27 W. at 0900N/5th. Course 180°
17 knots. Join me at that time with FURY in 
company.2. If conditions prevent contact being made ships 
are to proceed to arrive following nositions at 
1100N/5, SUFFOLK 063.25 N. 025*50 '7. BERWICK 
063.25 N. 025.05 W.3. From these positions both ships steer M.L.A. 
and reverse the course at the end of every two000° 17 knots 

hours.4.Communications. Procedure "Squeak" will be brought into force 
without delay. SUFFOLK A/C will be radiating.
(SUFFOLK 1609N/3 to BERWICK).

Trials in 
Firth of 
Forth.
MALAYA.

Allied Air Acticity.
Bombing of In view of the importance attaching to arti. U/B 
Biscay measures in the Atlantic at the present, the
Ports. Admiralty have requested.(a) That the heavy daylight bombing attacks on 

Bay of Biscay ports by the 8th Air Force be 
continued.(b) That attention be paid to Lorient Airfield from which K.G.6 operates, since JU.88 fighters are causing serious interference, 

with anti U/B operations in the Bay of Biscay.The Air Min. agree and request Fighter and Bomber Command to co-operate as necessary with such resources as are available in 
assisting the 8th Air Force in the task.(Air Min. 1639A/3 to H.Q. 8th Air Force, U.S.A.A.F. H.Q.B.C.,
H.Q.F.C. (R) H.Q.C.C.).

Enemy Air Activity.
Murmansk During small scale raids on Murmansk yesterday
bombed. and last night high explosive and incendiarybombs were dropped on town and near EMPIRE 

ELGAR and EMPIRE SCOTT. Latter was hit by 
some incendiaries. No damage_to ships and no British casualties 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1303A/5 to Admty).

Humber Area. Between 2014 and 2050 today five hostile A/C 
approached from the east, spread between 

Flamborough and Spurn. Three of these returned without 
crossing the coast. The remaining two turned south passing 
over Q.Z.S. 247 between H8 and Chequer Shoal at 5/°000 ft.

/then...
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Area.
Contd.

Enemy Air Activity. - Contd.
then crossed the coast in the vicinity of 
North Coates penetrating 5 to 10 miles 
before returning. No incidents reported. 
Only evidence of possible minelaying being 
report from MONIMIA of two heavy objects 
dropped vicinity 62C buoy at 2012. M/S 
precautions are being taken.
(F.O.Humber 2217/3 to C. in C.Nore).

Mining.
Off Needles. My 1730/2. At 1244/2 one Magnetic Mine

exploded by Sweeper in 185° Needles Light 1 
mile. Details.
(C.in C.Portsmouth 1106A/3).

South Enemy A/C Mine reported dropped in 177° South
Foreland. Foreland Lighthouse 1.2 miles.

( V.A.Dover 1126A/3) See Shipping.
Following received from^ATTISTOCK? 1̂ .Ja in.

N- *:rf b.Your 1023/3. Unidentified A/C was heard approaching on
starboard bow from Folkestone direction. A/C crossed van of 
convoy at about 3,000 ft. shortly after parachute with large 
cylindrical object attached was observed falling. Splash 
occurred about 300 yards on my starboard bow. Estimate 
position of splash 177° South Foreland 1.2 miles. Convoy 
carried out emergency turn together to port.
(C. in C.Portsmouth 1212A/3 to V.A.Dover).

Enemy Intelligence,
E-Boats. E-Boat bears 045° approx from G by D/F.

(Nore C.O. 0127/3 to S.E.E.C.C.D.).
Unidentified plots between Stokes Point

and Prawle Point.(C. in C. Plymouth 0437A/3 to Escorts of P.W. 257).

Bay of Biscay. P.C. and S. of 1 M/V of 3000 tons unidentified 
043.47 N, 006.50 W, 120°, 8 knots.
(A/C K of 502 Sqdn.0415/3 to 19th Group).

Tennhelm JTJNON reports further to her 0730/19 and 1802/50.
Fiord on 25rd November 1050A enemy ships sighted in
23rd Nov. Tennhelm Fiord, course 030° coming from Melovaer.

JUNON in 66.53.5 N. 13.23.5 E. unable to 
manoeurve to attack due to restricted water.

Went deeper and enemy passed overhead.
(S.O.S/M Lerwick 1103A/3 to F.O.S.).

Off Corunna 
ANGELITD.

P.C.and S. 045.19 N. 009.14 W, 230, degs.6 knots 
ANGELITO Spanish 2000.
(A/C D08V 1430/3 to 19th Group).

SCHARLACH-
BURGrSIi«

3-erman SCHARLACHBERGER reported Outer Harbour 
Bilbao,probably sailing tonight. 
[D.D.I.C.2145A/3 to C. in C. Plymouth F.O.S. 
H.Q.C.C.F.O.C.N.A.).
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U-Boats.
U-Boats Following hearings probably of U/B, obtained
reported. at 0 4l^Z.

Cupar 009/C. Flowerdown 006/Q.
(D.D.I.C. 0625A/3 to S.B.N.O. North Russia). 

On day 1st December a Halifax A/C of 4th 
Group sighted a U-Boat in the act of diving; and another 
Halifax sighted what was believed to be the swirl of another 
U/B. No details given.
(H.Q.B.C. 1550A/5).

♦
Ships Am attacked by 2 U/Bs in 045.08 N, 014.44 W.
attacked. (VIOLET 0950Z/3 to Admty).
VIOLET. My 0930Z/5rd. No further developments.

(VIOLET 1319Z/3 to Admty).

U/Boat On day 1st December a Whitley of 10 O.T.U.
attacked. sighted a partially surfaced U/B which crash

dived as the A/C dived to attack along its 
track. 6 D.Cs were released from 50 ft. 15 
seconds after U/3 submerged and fell directly 

ahead of the swirl on the track of the U/Boat. Small dark 
patches were observed in the swirl, but these gradually 
disappeared. No oil or bubbles.
(H.Q.B.C. 1530A/3).

Casualties & Defects.

I
M.L.56O. You may meet Motor Launch N0.56O overdue

Dartmouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth 0211A/3 to Escorts P.W.257.)

Distress Have seen pyrotechnic distress signals in 49.50
Signal. N. 6.32 W.rY6YU 050 5/3 to 19th Group)

in C. Plymouth 0625A/3 to WHITE BEAR).
Your 0625. Have searched area. Calcium 

flare still burning. No trace of wreckage or survivors. Am 
proceeding with S/M in company. E.T.A.boom 1530.
(WHITE BEAR 0911A/3 to C. in C.Plymouth).

My 1211/2. Sailing delayed due to defects. 
(S.O S/M Lerwick 0944A/3 to A.C.O.S.).

—- A/- lit, 'Your 0832A/3. EXIT detached 1015Z/3 position 
38.34 N. 13.2 W. Request she be informed of 
course and speed of CITY OP EDINBURGH. She 

has been told to persuade CITY OP EDINBURGH to steer V for 
Vinegar. EXE fuel-stock remaining 53^ at 0800Z/3rd.
(EGRET 1022Z/3 to P.O.C.N.A.).
Raft with P.C. and S. 56.50, 12.31, (corrupt group).
A/C. Steel raft 60 by 30 feet with Lockheed

Lightning fighter on top. Tow has parted 3 
times due to inadequacy of securing arrangements on raft.
Am towing at maximum safe speed of 4.5 knots.
(PINK 1114Z/3 to C. in C.W.A.).

/R.N.Air I.A...

JUNON.

>
CITY OP 
EDINBURGH.
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Casualties & Defects.- Contd.

R.N.Air C. in C.Nore 114-50/30. Arrived. Request "berth
I.A. alongside. Urgent repairs to bilge and

fire mains.
(R.N.Air I.A. 1300/3 to C. in C.Portsmouth).

DUKE OP YORK. It is understood that DUKE OP YORK can he
taken in hand at Rosyth for refit and alteration 
and addition on 15th December.

2.Intend to sail ship to arrive Rosyth p.m./8th December for 
De-amraunitioning.
3. Ship will defuel before leaving Scapa.
(C. in C.H.F.1918A/3 to C. in C.Rosyth).

O.N.S?150*
Shipping & Convoys.

Sailed BEVERLEY to overtake O.N.S. 150. 
WlNCHELSEA delayed by defects.
(Cdre.Londonderry OO56A/3 ).

O.N.S.150. My P.C.S. 055.51, 011.12. 268°, E.T.A. 017° W. 
0900/U .
(CLOVER 0800Z/3).

K.X.6. A.M. 18l8A/22nd November. Sailed NORTHERN GIFT,
Uli-itO. NORTHERN FOAM as additional escort with BB.UO

E.T.A. Milford Haven 1030AAth.
(N.O.I.C.Belfast 0830A/3).

F. S.#75. m y I81|2/2nd. Leave anchorage as necessary to
overtake F. SA75 before dark. F. S. is due 
East Dudgeon Buoy about 1600, On overtaking 

remain in company as additional escort until daylightAth thence 
proceed indpendently to Sheemess.
(C. in C.Nore 0951+A/3 to DIANELLA).

T.A.29. T.A.29. Intend sail passing Clyde Boom OUOOZAth
(QUEEN to pass through position (j) at 0900ZAth, thence
ELIZABETH). in accordance with A.M. 0111A/30th November.^

Anticipated S.O.A^rom (J) 25 knots. 'Chopwlp00Z/5 
E.T.A. Halifax 0300Z/9th. Codeword "Conifer." 
(N.O.I.C.Greenock IOI6A/3 ).

O.N.S.156. Your 235l/2nd. Concur.
(C. in C.W.A. 1017A/3 to Admty).

F.SJ}76. Admiralty’s 19^1/30/11 and C# in C.W.A. 1521/pO/l
EMPIRE MORN. C.A.M.Ship EMPIRE MORN sails from Methil to Tyne,

in F.S$76.
(C. in C.Rosyth 1118A/3).

/Traffic....
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Shipping & Convoys - Gontd.
Traffic
routes
off
Dover.

Owing to enemy A/C mine reported dropped in 
177° South Foreland Lighthouse 1.2 miles 
request traffic off Dover may he temporarily 
diverted as follows: Details.
(V.A. Dover 1126A/3).

LEINSTER. Sailed my 1615/lst at 1120/3rd. E.T.A.Greenock
2000/5th.
(A.O.I.G. 1 1 4 5 A / 3 ) .

K.M.S.5 Intend to sail CLAN MCBEAN and HASTINGS in

<>

Steward Group leaving Barry Roads 0330/4th. 
E.T.A. Clyde 2000/5.
(N.O.I.C.Cardiff 1305A/3).

A.M.2137/30 November Para.l. Add Tankers ANITA KNUDSEN and 
VARDEFJELL to ships destined for Gibraltar.

(D.0.D.£H.; 1746A/3 to C. in C.W.A.).

(l)One trawler escorting R.U.51 is to meet E.N.68 
off Loch Ewe Buoy a.m./6th as arranged by N.O.I.C. 
Aultbea and is to escort SS .ASHANTIAN to Clyde. 
Cancel my 1247/30th 
(C. in C.W.A. 1445A/ 3  to MAZURKA).

LA MALOUINS, MYOSOTIS, MALLOY/, STONECROP, 
CAMPION, AUBIJCTIA, and Liverpool section M.K.S. 
2. MARCHER and Liverpool section M.K.F.p.
(F.O.I.C.Liverpool 1534A/3).

Convoy P.W.257.At 0630 this morning convoy P.W.257 consisting 
PENYLAIOjf Stink. 7 ships escorted by PENYLAN% S.O., PEARL, 
GATINAIS LA NANTAISE, SNSAY, minesweeping Trawler
(French 389 VARDO, MANDAL, M.Ls. 491, 159, 157, was

Approx.number survivors 5 Officers including Captain and 112 
ratings from PENYLAN, 3 from GATINAIS.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1543/3 to Admiralty).

December.
(N.b.S.O.Iceland 1551A/3 to Admty).

A.M. 1840A/30 and 2140A/30. Cancel reference 
SCHOHARIE.This vessel did not sail from Iceland. 
(D.T.D.1555A/3 to C. in C.W.A.).

ASHANTIAN. C. in C.Rosyth 1204/25

Arrivals BLACK SWAN, FOWEY, CARNATION

tons)
Sunk.

attacked by E-Boats in 190° Start Point 5 
miles.
PENYLAN and Merchant Ship GATINAIS were 
sunk by torpedo.

R.U.52 Ships, cargoes, and destinations. _&.T.D.8th

M/Vs at 
Molotovsk

Your 1003/3rd. Surely this should not be 
dictated by Russians. One crane ship at
Murmansk is essential and a second most.

/desirable.
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.

M/Vs at desirable to ensure rapid turn round. Bombing
Molotovsk may put one ship out of action and EMPIRE ELGAR
Contd. narrowly was missed yesterday. Consider only

justification for keeping EMPIRE BARD at Molotovsk 
is her safety, provided she is immediately 

available to proceed here. This (?is) doubtful and escort 
would not always be available. Suggest any necessary repairs be 
done at Murmansk.
(S.B.R.O. Horth Russia 1616A/3 to DALGLEISH)

0.N.151. D.Liverpool 1358/2.
When ready VARSITTART is to proceed to 
Londonderry at best speed to fuel and overtake
convoy. N
(C. in C.W.A. I636A/3 to P.0.I.C.Liverpool).

A.T.30. Convoy A. T.30 is due Clyde 13/12.
(QUEER MARY). 2.Total of approx. 10,700 personnel will 

disembark 11+th December.
3. Convoy A.T.30 will be required to sail again 

as convoy W.S.25.W. on 21st December. Approximately 10,700 
personnel will embark at th Tail of the Bank on 20th Dec. 
and 21st Dec.
(D.S.T. 1&J.3A/3).

S.D.31+ sailed 0930/3rd, embarked 788 Personnel, 
loaded 20 tons G.10 commerce and baggage, Ni
tons U.S.stores, 131+ "bags Fleet mail, 59 "bags 
Army mail.
(S.S.T.O. Iceland 2215A/5).

STRATHAIRD. STRATHAIRD is due Tail of the Bank 5th December.
2. Personnel understood to be on board are 
as follows. Details. Total 679.
(D.S.T. 221+0A/3).

M.K.S.2.A. P.G. and S. of M.K.S.2A at 1901A/3. 01+8.ij.0 R. 
011+.58 w ,  026°, 7 2 knots.
(SPIHEA 2359A/5).

A
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Force X.
BADWASH 035lZ/lst. Paras. 2 and 3 appear a 
very satisfactory solution, as does para. 5. 
(N.C.X.F., 1138A/3 to Admty., B.A.D., (R)
C. in C. W.A.)

(Details), (l) to be made ready for immediate 
passage to Algiers by cruisers. My 1118 refers.
(2) to be sent, oo Algiers by freight at first opportunity.
(N.C.X.F., 1120A/3 to (? V.A. Gibraltar, (r ) 
C.S.12, AURORA. SIRIUS, ARGONAUT, S.O. Force H, Cdre. Algiers.)

Details of damage. Believed can lighten 
sufficient to pull off. Authority is desired 
to make repairs with facilities available Algiers for tow to Oran. Materials be shipped from 

States. C.T.G. 31.8 concurs. Otherwise recommend that STONE 
be used as Station Ship at Oran until practicable to tow to suitable repair yard.
(THOMAS STONE, 2130/3 to Cominch.)

Situation (1) Bone. Force Q comprised of AURORA (C.S.12)
Report ARGONAUT, ESKIMO and TARTAR due 4th Dec.
No. 28. (2) Casablanca. U.G.S.2 being berthed p.m.

1st Dec. condition reported extremely crowded. 
?(Air) Sitrep 27 item 2. Latest information is that 4 merchant ships were destroyed 2 of which appeared to 

be transports. 3 escorting destroyers sunk. My 2240A/3rd (sic) Air R/C p.m./2nd reports (as V.A. Malta 1551A/2.)
(N.C.X.F., 2240a/ 3 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. Med., F.O.C.N.A.,V.A. Malta, etc.)

Tankers.

Ammunition 
for Algiers 
in SCYLLA or 
CHARYBDIS.

THOMAS
STONE.

Reporting Naval forces and convoy escort (?groups) fitted
U/Bs. with H/F d/F may (?obtain) sufficiently reliable

fix of enemy U-Boat to justify breaking W/T 
silence. When in Western Med. or within 200 

miles to westward of Gibraltar W/T silence may be broken for this purpose at discretion of S.O, concerned using signal provided in Fleet Signal Book section 13.
(2) Such signals are to be treated as enemy reports and are to 
be addressed Gibraltar W/T station who is responsibile for rebroadcasting them. Naval shore authorities are responsible for passing them to appropriate air H.Q.
(3) When a force or escort group has A/S air escort the signal 
should normally be sent to the A/C in the form of “Attack enemy 
submarine which was in position - at -“ in visual signal R/T or W/T.
(4) W/T silence is not normally to be broken on external line for single d/F bearing or doubtful fixes.
(5) This signal is to be inserted in T.S.G.O. as number 26a . 
(N.C.X.F., 2318/3 to all British S. and A. in “Torch'*, V.A.
Malta, (r ) Admty., A. H.Q. Gibraltar, A. H.Q. E.A.C.)
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North Atlantic.
FARNDALE, 
•AVON VALE.

f /

FARNDALE’s 1920/2 (1930/2 intended). At 1000Z/2 
P.C. and S. of convoy was 042° 00’ N., 017° 08' W. 
135° 12 knots. Endeavour to meet.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0115/3 to FARNDALE, AVON VALE,
(R) EGRET).

IMPERIALIST . . p  s-i"Your 1900A/2nd. Remain in vicinity outside 
territorial waters until ship sails. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0117A/3 to IMPERIALIST).

CITY OF When AVON VALE and FARNDALE join convoy detach
EDINBURGH.!***^ 1 escort to CITY OF EDINBURGH to escort to 

1 £ Gibraltar.
— - /*•»;> * 2. CITY OF EDINBURGH was in 042° (corrupt group)

N. 020° 14’ W. at 2336A/2nd.
(F.O.C.N.A., 0832A/3 to EGRET (R) Admty. C. in C.
W.A., AVON VALE, FARNDALE).

. _> Your 0832A/3rd. AVON VALE, FARNDALE met. EXE detached 1015
Z/j>rd position 038° 34* N., 0136 02’ W. request she be 
informed C. and S. CITY OF EDINBURGH. She has been told to 
assume CITY OF EDINBURGH is steering for V. EXE fuel stocks 
remaining 53$ at 0800Z.
(EGRET, 1022Z/3 to F.O.C.N.A.)

Your l635/3rd and 0832/3 addressed EGRET. Position of CITY 
OF EDINBURGH at 1700Z/2nd was 042° 47’ N., 020° 29' W., course 
130 speed reduced due to weather.

(F.O.C.N.A., 2013A/3 to EXE).

J O W -

ff {A

33.42 hrs. U-boat sightings and attacks Gibralta 
A/C Wellington 0/179 0214 XTNV 0730? or 0720?
CO 270/12 Hts? U-boat dived before attack could 
be made Hudson X/233 1400 lb. CP 3600 CO 3^0/12 
U-boat dived before attack could be made Beau- 
fighter 255 Sqdn. In transit to Maison Blanche 

at 1200 LBXP 2725 CO 240 N. African based A/C L/500 attacked 
U-boat in XTJT 4914 CO 000/14, no details. Ho E/A sightings or 
combats, no casualties.
2. No enen^r activity over rock, no operational fighter sorties. 
Summary for Nov.
5. Operational hours 6308 petrol used 940,000 galls. Number 
U-boat sightings 112 including 67 attacks 4 U-boats destroyed 
4 U-boats most probably destroyed 25 damaged (subject to 
further assessment).
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 0920Z/3).

Gibraltar 
A/S air 
report.

t

L.C.I.(L) Due to apparent U-boat concentration north of
and B.A.Ts. 35° N., alter course forthwith for new F

34° N., 23° W., New G. 34° N., 15° W. thence 
to Gibraltar.
(D.O.D. (H) 0925Z/3 to L.C.I.(L) 6, B.A.T.6 
and 10, (r ) N.C.X. F. , F.O.C.N.A.)

/l e...
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A d d r e s s e d . S h ip s  & A u t h o r i t i e s  N o r th  A t l a n t i c  
S t a t i o n ,  A re a  X .

IMMEDIATE.

My 133^A 2n d , Amend p a r a g r a p h  2 t o  r e a d

( e )  uk2 d e g 3 , 3I4 1 016 d e g a . 15 ’ th r o u g h  OZ+l d e g s .  30 ’ 

015  d e g s .  59  * th e n c e  1^1 d e g s .  7 -i.

+ S i t u a t i o n  1 9 5 3 /3

A .G .N .S . (H ) 
A .C .N .S .  ( p )  ( 2 )  
A .G .N .S . ( t ;
N .A . 1 s t  S .L .  
C a p t . P im .

Y/.JX-
D .T .D . (M) 
U .3 .-N .
D .T .D . ( 3 )  
D .T .D . ( 0 )  
D .M .S .
A d a . B la k e  ( 2 ) 
Adm. Ram sey (ij.)

MOST' 3EGRET 0 9 1 6 A /3  D ec

IN

P rom . P . 0 . 0 .  N.A, D a ta . 3 .1 2 .^ 2  
T im e. 1 0 2 0 .

NAVAL CYPHER (S ) BY W /T .

0 9 1 6 A /3

A d v a n ce  c o p y  s e n t  D .C . ,  D .O .D . ( H ) , D .T .D

D .D .I .G  ( 2 )

H d. o f  M,
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LE CAPITAINc Michelier has indicated intention sail LE CAPI- 
PAUL LEMERLE. TAINE PAUL LEMERLE to Dakar about December i+th 

X has he been so authorized should greatly 
appreciate clarification policy with respect 
all French Merchant ships this area.
(S.N.O.C.A. , 10U5Z/3 to N.C.X.F. )

Admiral
Delaye.

Has been appointed French N.L.O. Gibraltar. 
(N.A. Madrid, 1158/3).

ARCTIC RANGER Return** to harbour.
(F.O.C.N.A. , 1202A/3 to ARCTIC RANGER).

KINGSTON Return to harbour.
CHRYSOLITE. (F.O.C.N.A., 1203A/3 to KINGSTON CHRYSOLITE).

p.-3r5S-/.

l o t

P.51 leaves Gibraltar 1530/1+th 5 miles from 
Spanish coast to Cape de Gata thence through 
135° Palos 5 miles at I2j.00/6th 038° 50' 003° 01' 
east at 0300/8th 038° 2+0’ 008° 01* E. , at 0230/10 
to Malta.
(Capt. (S) 8. 1540A/3 to 8th S.M.F.)

CALANDA My 1606/lst. Sailing postponed 7th Dec.
(D.E.W.D., 1545A/3).

K.M.F.k Sailed RHYL, CLACTON, BUDE at l600/3rd to R/V
. i K.M. F.4 in 036° N. , 009°W. , at 0800/lj.th and act

utjtr~ jkM 9* ‘ aQ additional escort.
(2) QUICKMATCH and REDOUBT are to part company 

on passing 006° W. , and proceed to Gibral tar to refuel and 
discharge prisoners subsequently rejoining.
(3) RHYL, CLACTON, BUDE,*FARNDALE and*AV0N VALE are to part 
company at daylight 5th and return to Gibraltar. to.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1801A/3 to Admty. S.E.C. K.M.F.U (R) N.C.X.F.')

CAUDEBEC At present in Gibraltar will be sailed Casablanca
(French) first opportunity.
1471 G. T. (2) Ship has navicerted cargo from Lisbon of

timber and 30 tons fuel oil in drums being 
replacement of amount supplied to Portuguese 

ships at Casablanca.
(3) Ship was sent in during "Torch". Officers and crew except 
De Gaullist seamen who are being removed here, wish to join 
French Forces in North Africa so that ship mey operate in these 
waters, their families being in Casablanca.
(V.A.C.N.A. , 1900A/3 to S.N.O.C.A.)

/NOSSA ,, ,



MOST SECRET

MOST SECRET MESSAGE

Fran A .0,1.0. Gibraltar.

134CA/3 Decercber,

m

Rate 5.12*42.

„ Received 1830.
__ ____________l ^ T  U ptwr 5 (o) ;,,y j i / j l____________ ___

Addressed Forth Atlantic Station..

Situation at 2000A 3rd.

(2) KJi,£L-4,TAY, 7 corvettes 4 tra ile rs , C40 degs 
014 degs .28* 141 dogs 7*.

(3) H.M.S. DtKBAR*l raorohant ship. 036 dogs 521 
Oil degs 22* through 035 degs 45* 010 degs 01* to  
Gibraltar 11.

(4) Ti\KATSIDEt (?102 dogs) 12’ 009 dogs 54* 
to G ibraltar 13A.

V O  . Portuguese Sloop PEDRO FURRS,loft Funchal,—.  - j  _  '  '  O v^*" w  ^  v'/  v' /  K  •» i - U - ' x  t v  A X U x  i  -  y  JU  >- X

2nd noi-unber lo r  St. Vincent (Capo Verdd Is )

01: ARCTIC RANGER,
.a.iv.riar 10* *

036 dogs 10* 006 degs 08*

H.11.8. RHYL, H.M.S. BHDE,GLACianleave Gibraltar 
1600A 3rd to R/V K.M.F. 4 in position Or,, degs 01* 007 dogs 
t , • t  1200A ,1th. ^  ^

1340A/3,
V.C.N.S. 
A.C.F.S.(F) (2) 
A. C.F.S. (T ). 
N.A. 1st S.L.
D. o f 1. ( 2).  
D.O.D.i'H^ (2 ). 
D.O.D. (F) (2 ). 
D.A/S.W.
I . P . (2 ).
U.S.R. (3)
W*D.

Duty Capt. (2 ). 
D .D .I.C .(2 ).

Advance copy sent Duty Gapt, 
D.O.D. (F ). D.T.D.

Ad. Blake. 
D.M.S.
D.M.S* Citadel. 
D.T.D.(3 ). 
D.TJD.(M). 
D.T.D.(C).
Ad. Ramsey (4 ). Hd. of M.
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^RET0 Q c x  - j i o K

From Capt (S) 8.

MESSAGE

1428A/3 December.
ID

Date 3* 12. 42

Received 1738. 
Naval Cypher S by W/T_andTZP-------- -----

Addressed A .I.G . 262.

IMPORTANT

Add to  my 1550. (6 ) H.M.S. 1 •. u + hPri
of. l ^ o  4th on surface u n til dawn 5th then

d iv in g  °l>y day 5 m iles from Spanish ooast to l ^ o e g s  
Caper Palos 5. 8 knots on surface 2i  knots d iv in g .

A.C .N.S . (F)t \2).
D,ii. 1st c t  Uf>
Cart Pirn.
i-«, 0. D» (H) ( 2) •

D.O.D .(F) (2 ). 
DoD.0„D„UD.
Duty Gaol. (2)e 
D.D ,1 »Cc :v2 )«
D* of Plans (2).
D*A/S.W •
Hd. o f M.
W.D.
! . P . (2)^
D.T.D .(M ).

F.O.S. hy cou rier.

1428A/3.

Advance copy sent Duty Capt.
D .O .D .(F) D .D .I.C .



MOST SECRET ^

_________jtfavajj, Cypher 5 by V//T
0  Addressed North Atlantic} S tation . 

IMPORTANT.

S itu ation  Report Area X,

My 13^0A 3rd. Paragraph (? )  fo r  03*3 riegreea 52 ’ O il degrees 

221 Sil’b stitu to  038 degrees 35 ’ 013 degragC 26 f

V.C.N.S.
A .C .N .3 .(p )(
A.o.N.s^ca1)
N .A .ls t  S.L,

U,S.N.(3)
W.D.
I).0. (2)
D .D .I ,0 .(2 )
Ad. Blaho 
B.i.’I* 3.
D .A .S . Oitadol 
B«T*D, ( 3)
D.T, ]), (m) 
D.T.3D,(C)
Ad. Ramsey (A) 
3d . o f  M.

MOST SECRET ME3SAGS 16i|0A/3rd December fir

9 Prom LI*o.l.o* G ibraltar
Date 3. 12. A2. 
Reed. 1317

1 GkoiJt
Advance copy Ops, o,D

D ..o f  P. ( 2 )

X . P «(2)



MOST SECRET.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

North Atlantic. - Contd.

NOSSA
SENHORA DOS 
AN JOS.

(Portuguese).

Funchal tel. 1201 of 2nd Dec. Ship must not 
be diverted. Letters may be removed at sea. 
(D.E.W.D. , 1957A/3 to F.O.C.N.A. )

Casablanca
Report.

Plane reported at l630/3rd. Spanish vessel 
4,000 tons, name T. NICHOLA, Black stack amidship. 
Canvas over hanging fantail. Position 34.05 N. 
07.35 W. , lying to. On approach of plane 
underway course 060° speed 8.
(S.N.0. Casablanca Area. 2045Z/3 to V.A. Gib).

SCHARLACH-
BERGER.

German 55 * now in outer harbour most probably 
sailing tonight.
(N.A. Madrid, No T.0.0.) *As coded.

Your 1413A/2. After arrival of K.M.S. 4 there will 
be at least 75 merchant ships here. If M.K.S.
3 X overlaps this assembly it will be quite 
impracticable to find suitable berth for them 
all in Gibraltar Bay.
(2) Local Spanish Authorities have already 

complained unofficially of our recent extensive use of their 
anchorage.
(3) Request French ships may be sailed Dakar or elsewhere as 
early as possible.
(F.O.C.N.A., 2322/3 to N.C.X.F. )

Congestion
at
Gibraltar.

South Atlantic.
ARMERIA
S.T .45

y f? si a L

BACTRIA and MARY KINGSLEY detached as 
instructed. ^MORRIS DANCE is proceeding direct 
to Trinidad escortingtfZOUAVE. I have on board 
27 survivors from Panama ship^SCAPA FLOW, 
rescued Tuesday 1st in 009° 0 5 ’ N. , 028° 59' W. 

after being (corrupt group) 17 days in life boat.
Remainder of crew lost when ship was torpedoed. Report in 
accordance with A.F.O. 2901/41 will be sent later, weather report 
2856 1624. *  .
(ARMERIA, 0100Z/3 to R.A.W.Af). *

ST. LOMAN Torpedo track sighted 0020 G. M.T. third in
007*6 50* N. , 014° 1 8 ’ W. no ships hit. 
(ST. LOMAN, 0105Z/3).

/U/B.. .



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

3.12.19U2. 
Thursday.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
U/B A.M. Oi+OijA. Further bearings indicate U-boat

anywhere within 150 miles of 17° N., 27° W. 
(D.D.I.C. , 0907A/3 to F.O.C.N.A. , F.O.C.W.Af).

CLEANTHIS Sunk by gunfire from Japanese Submarine 0930/30
Greek. Nov. G.M.T. in position 02^° 29' S., 035° U V  E.

Twelve including Master missing.
(C.S.A. Lourenco Marques 0910B/3 to C. in C.
3.A., C. in C. E.F., Commodore Durban).

LLANDAFF torpedoed and sunk at 1635/30 Nov. in 027° 20’
CASTLE. S., 033° UO* E. by German U-boat. All

confidential books were thrown overboard in weigh
ted bag by Master in 1500 fathoms and were seen 
to sink. List of survivors follows.
(N.C.S.O. Durban, 0956Z/3).

MOUNT PARNES. MOUNT PARNES lost by enemy action. (22?)
survivors landed here 15 hospital cases none 
serious. Please instruct action.
(C.G. Lourenco Marques, 1030/3 to M.W.T. )

EMPRESS OF D. of S.T's 1519 /2nd para. 3* C. in C. S.A.
SCOTLAND. approves limits to be exceeded in case of air

crews and 250 R.A.F. personnel will therefore 
be sent to Durban from Capetown by train to 
embark so ship can be sailed direct for New York 

not calling at Capetown. No other personnel for U. K. should 
embark unless absolutely necessary.
(P.S.T.O. Capetown, 110J+C/3 to Deputy S.T.O. Durban (R) Cmdre. 
I/C Durban D. of S.T. Connav, S.T.O. Capetown, B.A.D. 
Washington).

A.F.message. Ref. A.M. A.F. 013° 30’ S.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1151 G.M.T./3 to B.A.M.S. area 
3A).

MORRIS
DANCE.

A—~

MORRIS DANCE escorting ZOUAVE arrival Trinidad 
p.m./lO routed direct from 009° N., 105° W« 
at 1900/2nd. Request arrangements be made for 
MORRIS DANCE to have boiler cleaned.
Anticipate MORRIS DANCE will be required to join 
escort of eastbound convoy leavi ng Trinidad late 
December.
(F.O.I.C. W. Af. 1212Z/3 to N.O.I.C. Trinidad).

SCAPA FLOW
Panamanian.
. *

Junk by U-boat on li+th Nov. position not yet 
:nown. 27 survivors picked up on 1st December, 
iemainder of crew lost when ship sunk.
'S. 0.(Ji|) Freetown, 121+0Z/3)*

/ENTERPRISE.. .



W ARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essen̂ tfah /to, coorrjtiu-nicatp it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services. C iC fM JA /  JTO -DuG#

(•N O TE : Messages shown ias having been sent lira  O ne-Tim e Pad ("  CfiJlP.’ ’ ) are excepted from  this ru le..SECRET 
From V.A. Gibraltar. Date 10.12.42

Reed. 1203. 
NAVAL SHORE CODE N.l by cable.

Addressed Admiralty repeated 3.N.A. Madrid, N.C.X.F. 
IMPORTANT
766. .

Underwater examination of S.S. VILLD/fDALE 
exposes"infernal machine clamped to port bilge keel
2. Ship arrived noon today Thursday from Seville 
and Cadiz. She was starboard hand side to jetty 
at former port 7 days and starboard hand side alongside 
at latter for 24 hours.
(3) Infernal machine appears similar to that found 
on S.S. BIBER.
(4) Further details alder examination.

2240A/fe
A.C.H.S.(H)
A.C.N.S.(F)
A.C.U.S.(T)
D.N.I.C5) for action 
D.of S.T.(2)

# D.T.D.(4)
D.T.B.(M)
D.T.D.(C)
M.(2)
Press Division 
N.I.D.10' (2)
W.D:---------



MOST SECRET.

V/ar Diary,
3.12.19U2
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

South Atlantic. - Contd
ENTERPRISE Intend ENTERPRISE to call at Ponta Delgada

for fuel at 0900Z/8. Request Portugual 
authorities be notified.
Requirements 1350 tons oil fuel, 90 tons fresh 
water.
(F.O.C.W.A. , 121+5Z/3 to N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada). 
Departure 3rd (9H.M.S. ENTERPRISE).
(S.O.(I) Freetown, 2032Z/3).

(reasons for delay). Assistance has been given. 
(C. in C. S.A., 1253C/3 to Admty etc).
Amended 0906C/5*

Sailed DURBAN routed through (B) 026° 00’ S.,
037° 30’ E. (C) 021° 52’ S. , Ol+O0 00’ E.
(D) 015° 32’ S., 0k3° 00’ E. (E) 008° 08’ S.,
01+2° 27' E. thence Kilindini.
(2) S. of A. 17i knots E.T.A.1000Z/8th.
(N.O.I.C. Durban, 1317Z/3 to Admty. C. in C.
S.A. , C. in C. E.F. , F.O.I.C. E. Africa and Zanzi
bar, S.N.0. Afloat Kilindini.)

IndianOcean Ref. F.O.C.R.I.N. signal 0914Z/27 Nov. existing

and disembarkations of Shuttle Service personnel to be sent to 
you (r ) O.C. Eastern Shuttle Service or merely to O.C. Eastern 
Shuttle Service?
(Maritime Capetown 1U50/3 to Admty for D. of T.D. (R)
Troopers R. A. 6 (c) F.O.C.R.I.N., C. in C. E.F., F.O.I.C. Ceylon, 
A. C.N.B. etc).

U/B I cannot quite agree with recent Admiralty

sighting by DORINGTON COURT'S report to C.S.A. Lourenco 
Marques 1510/26th Nov.
(2) Attacks in this area started early in November and still 
continue. It seems probable therefore that S/Ms are being 
supplied from somewhere in the Indian Ocean and this is 
confirmed to some ?extent by apparent periodical moves of S/M 
to the eastward and return. Most calm area South East of 
Madagascar clear from shipping.
(3) Request you will consider a carrier R/C of the area as I 
feel destruction of source of supply may be the best means of 
removing these Subs, which are taking such heavy toll of our 
shipping.(4) My 112i+/17th Nov. refers to a somewhat similar proposal
in the Atlantic. , . \(C. in C. S.A., 15HC/3 to C. in C. E.F. (R) Admty. V.A. , E.F.)

EGERO

Shuttle
Service.

organisation Mombasa, Durban, Capetown fully 
competent to deal with Indian Ocean Shuttle 
Service personnel if sent direct from Indian 
coast and Australian ports. Please instruct.
If approved have notifications of embarkations

estimate Submarine disposition as careful analysis of 
positions of sinking and D/F bearing indicates
at least 2 submarines are working in Durban - 
Lourenco Marques area. This is confirmed by

Reply: C. in C. E.F. , 08H+Z/1+. JEREMIAH..
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MOST SECRET
MOST SECRET MESSRS , n r /r, IN u1205C/3 December
From C. in C. South Atlantic. Date 3. IE.42.

Reed.1212
NAVAL CYPHER i\l EY W T and T/P

Addressed A.I.G. 125.
IMPORTANT.

OSl de 
knots.
P 552,022 den 55' South Oil deg 00' East to 028 deg 
k)» South 012 deg 00* East 9 knots.
SOUTHERN BARRIER, ROQDEPOORT*STELL^NBERG,
STEENBERG*searching for survivors m  vicinity 
or 035 deg South 018 dog East.
H.M.S. SXPpSSoINCafr;
South 032 deg 20* Eant 
038 deg 44* gast 7 knots.
M s EXPRESS,INCOffi'/iNT. with D N 4.030 deg 10* 
outh O S  3eg 20' East t’o 030 dog 54' floutR 
38 deg 44' gast 7 knots.
H.M.S. NIGELLA,GENISTA,with L M D 3,025 deg 30* 
South 033 deg 45' East to Durban.

12050/3
Advance Cony D.C. D.O.D.(F),

D.T.Do

V.C.N.-S.
(2)

IHIvJFG

IN . iL« -LOU O.
Capt, Pirn,
D. ~
D.
D. .
U.S.l . 
D.A/S.W. 
h 9. of I4.fm-U)
D:Mof*p. (2)



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

JEREMIAH
WADSWORTH.

NOVA SCOTIA

U.S.
HUMBOL3JT

mmct$
3.12.19U2. *Thursday.____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
Picked up 19 survivors JEREMIAH WADSWORTH 
torpedoed by submarine 27 (Nov) 270 miles S., Cape 
Agulhas am proceeding my destination.
(SS. JOHN LYKES, 1831/3).

Ministry pass to Cardiff and to Casualty Section, 
Admty. Sealot 37 Part 1. SS. NOVA SCOTIA lost 
by enemy action south east Lourenco Marques 9 
a.m./28th Nov.
(Con. Gen Lourenco Marques, 1913/3 to M.W.T. (R) 
S.O.(I) Capetown).

Departure 2nd Dec.
(R.0. Recife, 2016Z/3).

V

/



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
3. lit. 1942. 
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean
Destruction Have sunk small enemy T/B employed rescuing

(Capt. D . 14 0048A/3 to V.A. Malta, (r ) C.S.15. 0. in 0. Med. 
201 N.C. Group).
My 2359/28 (special circulation) Nov. para 3. F.A.A. 

attacked about 2000/2 and claim 3 certain and possibly 1 other 
hit on tankers and merchant ships.
(2) R/C A/G on ?(2nd) reported 2 ships definitely sunk, 1 left 
blazing as (?result).
(3) F.A.A. pilots believe cruisers among escort.
(4) On completion of F.A.A. attack R/C A/C reported seeing 
gunfire probably destroyers of Force K who due to attack on 
completion of air attack.
(5) 1 Albacore missing.

(V.A. Malta 0422A/3 to G. in C. Med.)
My 0422/3 para 2. Destroyer Force K saw merchant ship sink 

at about 2345 which is 3 and a half hours after R/C A/G reported 
seeing 2 ships on fire and sink. Presume sank 1 torpedo boat. 
Consider 2 and possibly a third ship and 1 torpedo boat sunk. 

(V.A. Malta 1425/3.)

BARTOLO, Arrival 3rd, BARTOLO, Savona, in ballast.

(Capt. (S) 10, 0438A/3 to S/Ms on patrol (r ) C. in G. Med 
G.S.12 N.C. X.F. C.S.15).
Assume following dispositions forthwith 

P.219, 037° 28’ 011° 0 0 ’ P.37 037° 24* 010° (?42')
P.45, 037° 1 3 ’ 010° 25'. P.48, H.M. S/M P.43, remain in present
ordered positions.
P. C.S. of enemy at 0205A 037 ° 50' 011° 38’ 235° 8. convoy of 4 
merchant ships and 5 destroyers.

(Capt. (s) 10, 0451A/3 to S/Ms on patrol (R) N.C.X.F.,
C. in C. Med., C.S.15 C.S. 12). *-
Following is a repetition of my 0845/3rd addressed submarines 

on patrol repeated N.C.X.F. Capt. (s) 8, C.S. 12, C.S.15 V.A.
Malta from Capt. (S) 10. My 045l/3rd. Move with utmost despatch 
from ordered position as follows
P.37 10 miles 305° P.48,5 miles 305° P.43,5 miles 340° Ends.

* (Capt. (S)10 0901A/3 to C.S.12 0945A/5 to S/Ms on patrol 
(R) V.A. Malta, N.C.X.F. Capt. (s) 8 C.S.12 C.S.15).

of convoy. survivors from vessel set on fire by aircraft
which has also sunk in 34° 31* N 11° 39’ E. 
My E.T.A. Boom (corrupt group) 0900.

CRETE, CRETE,Marseilles, in ballast 
(Valencia 0100/3.)

S/Ms
4 i t  . eit

via

On completion of attacks S/Ms are to withdraw 
either north east to the Tyrrhenian Sea or 
via TROOPER'S route in my 0005/1 to the south

. A redisposition signal will be made tonight

/CROOME...



MOST SECRET,

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
CROOME My 1750B/2. Codeword until with "Heavy" is
TETCOTT "Cannon".

(N.O.I.C. Benghazi 0728B/3 to CROOME, TETCOTT (R) 
C. in C. Med. ORION. Force K. N.L.O. 8th Army. 
N.L.O. Fighter H.Q. Derna. N.L.O. Fighter H.Q. 
Benghazi.;

-ID.14. Arrival JERVIS, JAVELIN, NUBIAN, KELVIN.
' (V.A. Malta 0910A/3.)

Approved Swiss CALANDA 8-g- knots Swiss GENEROSO 8 knots
ships. and Spanish NUESTRA SENORA DEL CARMEN leave Genoa

3rd Dec. for Gibraltar by approved route. Not to 
be molested if on this route.
(Capt. S.8. 0913A/3 to 8th S/M.F.)

WELSHMAN Departure 2nd Dec. ORION. WELSHMAN, ANTWERP,
M.T.B.260.
(S.O. I. Alexandria 0918B/3.)

Visuals (N.O.I.C. Malta 0946A/3, 1024A/3.)
Dec. 3rd.

Convoy "Heavy" is being shadowed by one eneny 
A/C. Position of convoy is 33° 5* N 22° 6' E. 
(ORION 0955/3.)
Force K leave Malta 1800/3.
2. Intention to cover M.W.14 against surface 
attack during night 3rd 4th. On absence of any 

definite intelligence of Italian surface units Force K will pass 
through 035° 00’ 016° 00' at 0200A and 034° 05’ 017° 10' at 
0600A then to R/V with M.W. 14 at 0700A in 033° 45* 017° 10’ and 
proceed as part of convoy close escort.
3. ORION report through A/S aircraft or direct? if expedient if 
estimated 0700A R/V is more than 10 miles different.

(F.O. 15th C.S. 1016A/3 to*t)RI0N.#WELSHMAN. (R) Force K.
C. in C. Med. N.O.I.C. Malta. Capt. S.lOth S.F. Capt. D.
12th D.F. ) 1— —  h, o
My 1016A/3. When Force K joins convoy bruiser dispositions 

Nov. 4th as for "Stoneage" will be ordered Force K ships join 
starboard side of screen.

(F.O.C. 15th C.S. 1059A/3 to ORION. (R) Force K. Capt. D.
12th D.F. )
My 1016/3 para 2. Amend Force K position at 0200A to 035 

10' 016° 25’.
(F.O. 15th C.S. 1445A/3.)
Local arrangements for entering Malta and berthing.
(V.A. Malta 1540A/3. )

_ JDepartures CLEOPATRA, EURYALUS, DIDO, JERVIS, JAVELIN, 
KELVIN, NUBIAN.

(V.A. Malta 2036A/3. )

Operation 
"Portcullis" 
Convoy 
M.W. 14.

/ATHOS II...



MOST SECRET,

iB m < j 8

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
ATHOS II, CHAMPOLLION, COLOMBIE,JAMAIQUE have 
sailed under French orders for Gibraltar under 
a stipulation from the French that they should 
then proceed to Dakar to dry dock and repair and 
return to North Africa with French troops. 
Eisenhower has not yet decided to allow these 

troops to come here owing to feeding problem and congestion but 
may feel constrained to agree that vessels go to Dakar for 
political reasons. He has agreed that they shall not be treated 
in any different manner at Gibraltar than in a North African 
port. It is conceivable that this may result in these vessels 
performing a quite unnecessary voyage to Dakar and a waste of 
shipping. Please consult Abfor whom C. in C. may consult.
Please pass this to Harriman from Kerr who concurs in this 
telegram.
(M.W.T.R. Algiers 1031A/3.)

War Diary.

ATHOS II 
CHAMPOLLION 
COLOMBIE 
JAMAIQUE

Brief
situation
report
Western Med.
2000A/3
S/Ms excepted.

1. E.T.3. VENOMOUS, WIVERN, FLEETWOOD, 
ENCHANTRESS, BRILLIANT, ROBERTS approaching 
Gibraltar from eastward.
2. Following safe conduct ships routed west of 
Ibiza and 10 miles north of Revellata may be 
encountered:
(A) Swiss MALOJA sailed Genoa 28th bound 
Gibraltar 8.

(B) Spanish CABO ORTEGAL sailed Gibraltar 1200/29 bound Genoa 7.
(C) Swiss CALRA, Swiss GENER0SO and Swiss Chartered Spanish 
NEUSTRA SENORA DEL CARMEN sailed Genoa 3rd Dec. for Gibraltar.
3. Following safe conduct ships routed Cape to Cape between 
Gibraltar and Cape San Sebastian may be encountered:
»  Portuguese AMBRI sailed Gibraltar 1500/2 to Marseilles 9.

Portuguese TAGUS sailed Gibraltar 1500/2 to Marseilles 9-g-. 
Swedish VEGA sailed Marseilles 2nd Dec. to Gibraltar 8. 

Convoys westwards for Algiers at 1800/3 7 knots routed 
99 and 10 miles north of Benguela. Escorts FELIXSTOWE, 

MARIGOLD, ROTHESAY, POLRUAN, BRIXHAM.
5. ConvoyCADMUS, ALARM, LORD HOTHAM leaves Algiers p.m. 3rd. 
routed close to coast bound Bougie and Bone 7.
(N.C.X.F. 1036A/3.)

A/C Following sighted by A/C today 3rd Dec. 0800A
sightings. 4 merchant ships 4000 tons,4 destroyers, 3 E-Boats

60° Cape Bon 35 miles course 270° 10 knots.
0810A 1 merchant ship 1000 tons towed by small 

ship 350° Cape Bon 20 miles.
0815A one merchant ship 500 tons 350° Cape Bon 15* course 270° 
knots. 0830A one sailing vessel 400 tons 360° Cape Bon 10’ 270 
4 knots.
(Capt. S.10. 1041A/3 to S/Ms on patrol. (R) N.C.X.F. C. S. 12. 
C.S.15. V. A. Malta. Capt. S.8.)

M/V in My 104IA/3. C and S of merchant ship in tow
tow. 270° 4 knots.

(Capt. S.10. 1115A/3 to S/Ms on patrol. (R) 
N.C.X.F. (7F.0.C. 12th C.S.) C.S.15. Capt. S.8. 
V.A. Malta.)

/Ammunition,

oO
l



SECRET
W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O.T.P.”) are excepted from this rule.)

NAVAL CYPHER O.T.P. BY CABLE RECIRCULATION 
_______________________________________ WITH COMMENT.
Addressed: Admiralty D.N.I.

(a) Reports shortage of material for shipping 
repairs, also of tin cotton copper oils and Benzine.

(b) Believe some (corrupt group) stores are 
smuggled in via Spain Portugal: instanced Manila rope.

(c) Coal bunkers adequate for ships running as 
war transports but short for ordinary commercial 
activities.

(d) Big effort being made in building submarines, 
but can give no figures. Ship building limited to 
size under 5,000 tons.

(e) Liners REX and -CONTI SAVOIA lying neglected.

(f) Naval Yards in particular Monfalcone have 
anti-aircraft defences and fighter aircraft aerodromes 
near by but no repetition no balloon barrage.
Source believes that industries not directly working for 
war purposes are quite unprotected.

(g) Reports feeling in Italy most unfriendly 
to Germans.

M E S S A G E
1042C/3rd December 

Date: 4,12.42 

Reed: 0300

IN

From: S.O.(I) Istanbul

From Turkish source recently from Italy

All above B two repetition B two 

1042C/3.
Advance Copy, p.N.I.

( N.I.D. Comment



- 2-
N.I.D. Comment.

Para, (d) - Whilst it is believed that, in naval 
construction, tho Italians are 
concentrating on submarines and light 
craft, it is not boliovod that many 
submarines aro being turned out. Lack 
of material is probably the reason.

Para, (e) - Correct.

1st Lord 
1st S.L.(2)
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(F)
N. A. to 1st S.L.
Ops.(4)
O. D.(5)
D.N.I.Cw 
D.T.D. (4)
O.I.C,(3)
D.of P,(3)
Cdr. Holbrook 
D.A/S.W.
D.P.D.(2)
D.S.D.
M.(2) for W.O.

A.M.
F.O.
Brig.Jacob

W.C.O
D.T.S.D.
Hydrog.(2)
L.N.A.D.
D.T.M.
D.N.C.

D.E.W.D.(3) 
D.S.D.J^ '
W,
F.O.S. By Courier.

\

♦



MOST CjJCRDT 1111/3rd December IN

Date 3*12,42.
Time 1219From Capt, (a) 10,

-------- £ * L £ L & l J 1AiL - *__________________________
Addressed N.O.X.P* repeated Ci* in 0, Mediterranean 
N .0 ,i/o  Malta Oapt, (ti) 8,

My 2137A 2nd* (A ) Add H.I.S/M P, 217 066° 34*

1111/3,
Ad Van oo Oopy D,0. D .O .D .(P ) D .D .I.C .

D,O.D. (H )(2 ) 
D, A D . ( p ) { 2 )  
D,D,0,D.(M )
I'v.ty Oapt (2 )
D ,D , Io0 . (2 }
Eu o f  P (2 )
D, A/ . j o w .
IId o f M.

A d . Ram3oy (4 ) 
P.0.2* by Courier.

A» OoN. U .(P )(2 ) 
1st o»I # 

Oapt.Pim. 
D.O.D. (H ) (2 )



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

5.12. 1942. 
Thursday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Ammunition Request you will sail SCYLLA or CHARYBDIS to 
for Algiers. embark 6 inch and 5.25 inch shells and transport 

it to Algiers as quickly as possible. My 1120/3 
refers.

(N.C.X.F. 1118A/3 to F.O. H. (R) V.A. Gib. C.S.12. Cdre. 
Algiers. )
Sailed SCYLLA, VELOX, VERITY routed through positions 86 

and 72. E.T.A. Gibraltar 0630A/4. Gate 0730A.
(S.O. Force H 2030A/3.)

My 2245A/2 following (6 names) embarked for 
passage in M.K.S.3 escorts. Hawes reports all 
personnel left onboard were (corrupt group). 
Ship sunk.
(N.O.I.C. Bone 1135A/3 to C.S.12.)

Regret loss of cased petrol carrier SZECHUEN at 
sea on 27th Nov. and KIUNGCHOW severe damage from 
fire at Tobruk on 28th Nov. Result of enquiry 
shows definitely that cause in case of SZECHUEN 

was internal explosion. Fire started in KIUNGCHOW during 
discharge operations results of enquiry not yet received.
2. In case of SZECHUEN lack of supervision to detect leakers 
when loading may have been contributory cause. Stringent 
measures being taken to make sure loading all cased petrol ships 
is efficiently supervised in future.
3. Every step is being taken to find if there was sabotage in 
either case. Full investigation being held with regard to 
suitability and fitting of ship. Further report will follow 
by signal.
4. Request owner of SZECHUEN be informed of loss.
(P.S.T.O. Egypt 1215B/3.)

Berthing Your 1239A/2. From 5th to 10th Dec. incl. it will
of Force H. be necessary to berth in Mers El Kebir 3 tankers 

ex U.G.S.2 and 6 personnel ships of K.M.F.4 in 
addition to other ships already here and not 

ready to leave. Force H mast keep away during this period to 
make room. Arrival K.M.S.4 will not affect Force H ’s use of 
Mers El Kebir as all cargo ships will be berthed and unloaded 
at Oran.
2. Intend therefore to sail on 4th Dec. and unless credence is 
attached to report in rry 1009/3 to N.C.X.F. only, to cast to 
eastward turning west so as to arrive Gibraltar daylight 6th Dec. 
remaining there until 10th and returning to Mers El Kebir on 11th.
3. Opportunity will be taken of period at Gibraltar to commence 
boiler cleaning of destroyers, make minor defects and complete 
with provisions and stores all ships.
4. Reply to para 2 of your 1239/2 will be made separately.
(S.O. Force H 1236A/3 to N.C.X.F. F.O.I.C. Oran. V.A. Gibraltar.)

Survivors 
from 2 
rafts.

SZECHUEN
KIUNGCHOW

/Operation



MOST SECRET

M E 3 S A G E 1150A/3rd December
MOST SECRET.
From Copt. (3) 8

IN
Date 3.12.1+2 
Time 1533

NAVAL CYPHER S BY W/T * T/P

Addressed A.I: G. 262
IMPORTANT.
S/M situation in Western Mediterranean at

2000A/3rd
(1) H.M. S/M P.222 33 53 North 0i+ 22 Etab course 91°.
(2) H.M.S. TRIBUNE 39 degs. 01 North 05 52 East thro' 

39 01 North 03 16 East thence 21+3 degs.
( 3/ Both S/Ms dived by day 2r? knots on surface by 

night II knots.
I t )  H.M.S. URSULA in Gulf of Genoa loaves 1800/2+t.h 

thro’ i+3 1+5 North 08 13 East thence 230 dogs. 3 
knots.

(5) H.M.S. TIGRIS on patrol within 20 miles of 38 01 
North 07 30 East.

D.D.O.D.(Ll) 
Duty Capt. (2) 
D.D.I.C. (2)
D. of Plans (2) 
D. A/S W.
Kd. of M.
W.D.

1150A/3

Advance copies sent Duty Capt
D.O.D.(P) 
D. D. I. C.

A.C.N.S.(P)(2) 
Ii.A. 1st S.L.



MOST SECRET

♦

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Operation Operation M.H.2. D Day 7th Dec. time zone minus 2.
M.H.2. V.A. Malta is requested to sail convoy M.E.11
Convoy including YORBA LIND\ escorted by 3 Fleets, 4 Hunts
M.E. 11. so as to reach limit of Malta single engine

fighter protection at dusk D Day. Through positions 
(CC) 032° 27' N 019° 39' E. (DD) 033° 06’ N 

E. (EE) 033° 06' N 022° 34’ E. (FF) 032° 50’ N 023°
(GG) 032° 25' N 023° 40' E. thence direct to Alexandria

021° 08’ 
15' E.
searched channels.
(Deleted by 2110B/6.)
(3) MORION, 4 Hunts, are to reinforce escort of M.E. 11 from dark 
D plus 1 and will then be required to wait in the vicinity of 
Benghazi and meet quadrangle A following morning. * p-47
(4) They are to escort M.E.11 to Port Said by inshore rout4 
and return Alexandria after fuelling.
(5) N.O.I.C. Malta is requested to report anticipated S of A 
M.E.11 and named authorities are requested to arrange necessary 
fighter and anti-sub. protection, R/C and as necessary to cover 
operation.
(C. in C. Med. 1247B/3, 2110B/6 to V.A. Malta. H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 
F.O.C.R.S.F. Capt. S.lst S.F. Group 211. Capt. S.lOth S.F. 
ORION. DULVERTON. (r ) Capt. D. 14th D.F. F.O.C. 15th C.S. 
A.O.C. Med. C.C.F. R.N.H.Q. M.E.)

U/B. Am over enemy submarine in 37° 15* N 4° 15' E.
When first sighted was on surface on course 080°. 
Speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S 8IDJ 1255A/3.)

On arrival berth as in your 1300/2.
(2) P.35 will be approaching the Sub. sanctuary
from the westward a.m. 4th. On the surface during 

Diving by daylight. Her E. T.A. end of searched 
channel 1031A/4.

(N.O.I.C. Malta 1303A/3 to WELSHMAN.)
WELSHMAN approaching swept channel from south eastward a.m. 

4th Dec. informed of your movements. 4 British M.T.B arriving 
Malta from south east 0701A/4 ordered not to attack submarines. 

(Capt. S.10 1305A/3 to P.35. (R) C. in C. Med. WELSHMAN. 
N.O.I.C. Malta. V.10.)

'WELSHMAN 

dark hours.

Black 1. Naval.
Sea. (A) Enemy subs, again (?active) off this coast:

attacks on subs, sighted off Cape Batum on Nov. 
29th and Nov. 30th believed unsuccessful.

(B) (Group missing) consider the 2 German subs, operating in 
Black Sea to be of 250 tons.
(C) Presence of 4 medium size Italian subs, also reported: 
these sailed from Bourges Nicolaev on Nov. 30th.
(D) N.S.O. (I) Istanbul's 1717 Sept. 13th and my 1017 Oct. 17th. 
These subs now reported to have two external torpedo tubes and 
crew of 5.2. Russians report: 18 coastal defence guns of 150 mm. have been 
sent from Odessa area to Greece.
3. Novorossisk. Position unchanged. Russian patrol and 
artillery activity.
4. Tuapse, position unchanged, enemy attacks at several points 
have been held.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 1411C/3.) /Eneny..



MOST SECRET.

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
One small vessel one destroyer in 34° 14' N 11° 
40* E course 360° speed 6 knots visibility 15 
navigation miles.
(A/C C/S CLZF 1415/3.)

2 medium vessels in 34° 14' N 11° 30' E. Course 180° 
speed 6 knots. Visibility 8 navigational miles.

(A/G CL2F 1421/3.)
One large vessel 2 destroyers in 33° 10* N 12° 14' E course 

115° speed 7 knots.
(A/C C/S CLZF 1510/3.)

War Diary.

Enemy
reports.

Messina Forenoon photographs confirm 2, 8 inch and 3,
6 inch Cruisers in Messina.
(N.O.I.C. Malta 1419A/3 to C. in C. Med. N.C.X.F. 
C.S.12. F.O.I.S. Cdre. Algiers. ORION. F.O.C.N.A. 
Admty. S.O. Force H.)

P.51 Your 1853/2. Intend sailing P.51 p.m. 4th for
I Malta passing 038° 40* 008° 01' E at 0230 10th 

/ 7 7 • — thence as ordered by you, S of A 120 miles a day. 
2. P.51 has your 0005/1.
(Capt. S.8. 1432A/3 to Capt. S.10. S.O. Force H. 
C. in C. Med. N.C.X.F. V.A. Malta.)

Orders My 0438/3. Any S/M who withdraws through Q B B
to S/Ms. 255 is to make the passage beyond K on surface

hpijf, tonight and report before dawn 4th Dec. Re-
‘ ( ‘ disposition signal will be made subsequently to

these reporting.
(Capt. S.10 1551A/3 to S/Ms on patrol. (R) N.C.X.F. F.O. 15
C.3. F.O. 12 C.S. C. in C. Med. Capt. S.8.)
Whilst withdrawing tonight any large northbound ship 

encountered should be attacked.
(Capt. S.10 1609A/3 to Subs, on patrol. (R) N.C.X.F.
C." in C. Med.)

RORQUAL Intend to sail RORQUAL for patrol. PORPOISE for
PORPOISE U.K. p.m. 4th also PARTHIAN direct for Beyrout
PARTHIAN p.m. 5th. Request instructions for RORQUAL?

minelaying.
(Capt. S.10 1601A/3 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. Med. 
Capt. S.l. Capt. S.8. N.O.I.C. Malta. F.O. 15 
C.S. F.O. 12 C.S.)

German A. Small harbour tug G-erman flag from Bourgas
tug. anchored Istanbul in transit.

B. Believed bound ? Piraeus. Sailing time not 
yet known.
(S.O^IJ) Istanbul 1621C/3.) Name TISZA, see 1745C/4.

/VIENNA...



MOST SECRET.

1&L
War Diary,

3.12.1942
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean - Oontd.
VIENNA
M.L.
bases.

C. in C. Med's 1251/1. VIENNA has been temporarily 
allocated as M.L. Depot ship for N.C.X.F.
2. When suitable shore bases for M.Ls. have been 
established in the Western Med., M.L. spare gear 
will be landed at these bases and VIENNA should

be available as M.T.B. Depot ship.
7. N.C.X.F. is requested to report approx, date by which he may 
be able to release VIENNA from M.L. Depot ship duties and C. in C. 
Med. is requested to report if he requires M.T.B. torpedoes sent 
out from U.K.
(A.O.N.S. (Fp 1630A/3. )

French Request you report prospect of getting French
Float Armcoere Naval Float planes based at Arzeu to
planes operate as local anti S/M air patrol within 50
at Arzeu. miles of Oran. If French Admiral agrees supply

of depth charges could be made from British 
sources and S.0. Force H could arrange technical 
assistance from carriers if required. V.A. 
Gibraltar pass to A.O.C. Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 1652A/3 to F.O.I.C. Oran. V.A. Gibraltar. 
A.O.C. Gibraltar. S.O. Force H. FORMIDABLE.
A.O.C. E.A.C.)

prepared to hand her over to Belgians. They do not claim her as 
a prize in view of our attitude she has been excluded from 
provisional arrangement and remains at Casablanca.
(M.W.T.R. Algiers 1736A/3. )

2. QUIBERON has (corrupt group) A (?seriously damaged) due to 
near miss and requires examination and boiler cleaning complying 
with my 1134/30 para 3.
(N.C.X.F. 1819A/3 to S.O. Force H. (R) C.S. 12. S.O.I.S. F.O.C.N.A. 
Commander F.)

Malta Night 2/3. 1 Beaufighter found at 0920 hours
C.S.R. 020° Zuara 20 miles 1 D/R course 300° speed 5
3rd Dec. knots Beaufighter attacked D/R with cannon and

(A.H.Q. Malta No T.0.0. /3.)
2nd Dec. (?1227) 350° Marittimo 49 miles 1 large D/R in 

difficulties stationary 2 D/Rs and 2 small trawlers standing by, 
oil patch nearby.

6 E.Bs Afternoon visuals Dec. 3rd. No change major 
naval units. 6 E-Boats observed off Roposto 
steering 200° at 25 knots at 1550.
(V.A. Malta 1736A/3.)

CARLIER Your 2301/1 and 1209/2.
French maintain that CARLIER is under French flag 
and in their possession and they are not yet

QUIBERON My 1810/3. Request you will sail one 4.7 
destroyer for Algiers forthwith to take QUIBERON's 
place.

machine guns scoring hits on bridge and super
structure.

/Night 2/3..
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Malta 
C. S. R.
3 Dec. 
Contd.

Mediterranean ,̂ -
Night 2/3. 3 special Alhacores 1 special
Wellington and 8 torpedo carrying Alhacores were 
despatched to attack enemy southbound convoy 
sighted at 1300 by transit Hurricane 070° Ras 
Kaboudiq. 20 miles see my A 1145 2 Dec. Part 2.
At 1800 Wellington found 082° Melita 36 miles 2

M/V 5000 1 cruiser 1 D/R 1 sloop course 260° speed 10 knots. 
Wellington shadowed and reported convoy and later dropped flares 
for Albacore strike at 1915. Albacore dropped further flares and 
attacked with 5 torpedoes contact only depth setting 9 feet 
dropped from 60 ft. range 800 yards 4 torpedo hits were scored 
and both M/Vs were left burning furiously Wellington observing 
strike saw 2 ships sink and also saw another fire possibly a third 
burning ship 3 Albacores which found ships already burning and no 
other suitable target so brought torpedoes back.
A.A. opposition was encountered and 1 Albacore is missing. 
Wellingtons made 13 sorties to attack Bizerta docks owing to 
much low cloud 3 Wellingtons which did not locate Bizerta attacked 
'Tunis Docks in first attack on Bizerta Docks 1840-2030 (or 1840- 
2010?) 8 Wellingtons dropped 15 flares 92 500 56 250 lb GP bombs 
from 6000 ft scoring hits among dockyard workshops and buildings 
near the railway station and fuel storage tanks. In second 
attack 0150 - 0205 2 Wellingtons dropped 8 500 14 250 lb GP bombs 
from 7500 feet scoring hits near fuel tanks and railway.
3 Wellingtons attacked Tunis Docks from 0150 - 0355 dropping 12 
500 and 21 250 lb GP bombs from 7000 ft scoring hits in the dock 
area causing many blue flashes 1 stick of bombs fell across 
railway line north of La Goulette producing small green explosions. 
Part 2 Section 4. Between 8th Nov. and 2nd Dec. following air 
effort has been made by Malta based aircraft in endeavour to 
assist operations of first Army in Tunisia.
24 attacks on shipping 4 ships sunk 11 damaged 175 sorties in 
34 bombing attacks on ports and aerodromes in Tunisia 42 sorties 
in 7 low level attacks on Tunisian aerodromes by long range 
fighters which destroyed 21 aircraft and damaged 24 continual 
offensive sweeps during daylight hours by long range fighters 
which destroyed 43 aircraft and damaged 19 including many troop 
carriers many attacks on trains motor transport and personnel on 
aerodromes in Tunisia in addition indirect assistance has been 
given by 64 medium bomber sorties against ports and aerodromes in 
Sicily and Sardinia 79 Spitfire Bomber sorties against aerodromes 
in Sicily and 38 sorties to lay mines in Tunisian and Sardinian 
Harbours.
(Malta 2254Z/3.)

X,/>/£>/In anticipation of nil reply, my 1551/3 Submarines 
are to proceed as follows -

Orders 
to S/Ms.
X  t,L 5 P.217 and P.219 with despatch on surface by day at

'* / 4 G.O's discretion to patrol within 8 miles of P.217
040° 47’ 013° 48’ P.219 040° 35’ 014° 08’.
P.37, P.43, P.48 with despatch submerge by day to form patrol 
line in order name, operation B.S., 3 350 St. Vito four 350 five 
80 30. P.45 return to established patrol approx. 040° from Plane
Island Light in position selected by you for interception of 
Bizerta traffic. *P.222 will (?reinforce) Naples area shortly. 
(Capt. S. 10. 2359A/3 to Subs on patrol. (R) N.C.X.F. C. in C. Med. 
Gapt • S.l. Capt. S.8. G.S.12. C.S.15.)-jt ^  ^
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

East Indies.
B.A. 34. Sailing telegram. Escorts, MAURITIUS till

relieved by A/S escort from Aden in approx. 
055° E. ASTER to 067° E.
(N.C.S.O. Bombay, 0244Z/3 to Admty., (r ) C. in 
C. E.F., etc.)

Diego Unidentified A/C reported as heard but not seen
Suarez. at 1256/2. Unmistakable swing reported on

indicator of mine loop number 4 at 1529/2 by 
reliable (corrupt group), and loop perturbating 

badly. Number 4 group of mines was (? detonated). Explosion 
very satisfactory. If enemy S/M was crossing loop considered 
to have been destroyed. Extensive surface and A/S search of 
area by local trawlers failed to provide any evidence of 
destruction. Sailed HAWKINS at 1600C/2 and NIEUW AMSTERDAM 
at 0500C/3 without incident.
Report follows. Request arrangements may be made to relay 
mines group M.4.
(N.O.I.C. Diego 3uarez, 0851Z/3.)

CLEANTRIS. CLEANTHIS lost by enemy action. (? 22)
survivors landed here, 15 hospital cases. 
None serious. Please instruct action. 
(Consul General Lourenco Marques, 1030/3 to 
M.W.T., pass to West Africa Station, Admty., 
(r ) S.O.(l) Capetown.)

Zigzagging. Pass to N.C.S.Os. Reference to 25C para. 3
the following amendments are to be made.
Cancel 15C, 961C para. 6 delete all words after 
zigzag.
(C. in C. E.F., 1231Z/3 to E.I. Station.)

WAYLAND. WAYLAND will leave U.K. on 11th Dec. for Freetown,
Capetown and Eastern Fleet.
2. She will be escorted by QUICKMATCH and 
REDOUBT.
(D.O.D.(F), 1720A/3.) ///3.

F.S. LEOPARD. Arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Mauritius, 1731Z/3.)

Your 0914/27 Nov. Extension of shuttle service 
not justified, since risk of attack is no greater 
than on other ocean routes. There is also an 
acute shortage of personnel.
2. Unless future developments render its contin
uance desirable, existing shuttle service will 

ultimately be abolished as soon as ships trading in your area 
become manned with permanent D.E.M.S. personnel in accordance 
with D.E.M.S. G.I. No. 58 (recently despatched).
(A.C.N.S.(T), 2155a/ 3 to F.0.C.R.I.N.)

Indian
Ocean,
Shuttle
Service.
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llOOZ/ord Dec. OUT 
D? t g . 3/12/42.
f: i ('

iiU.T SECRET MESSAGE,

From:-Air Liini; fry.
________c y p f s r .________________________________
/ddressed:- G.O.O.in C.,Bast Ltrica. r
Ill'll ffll ATE 
0Z.2095.

Following from Chiefs of Staff No.
O.O.S. (E.A.) 18.

Referonce "far Office 83393 of 1st 
December.

Darlan*s proclamation assuming rights 
and r isnonsibilities of Kronen trn/ernnent 
in French. Empire in respect 01 micawe 
were not consulted, and are m  no way . 
coni lit ted, makes it more than over desirable
i T ! ,  4. r V \ o  h n n n n ' h f  n W P . T 3 1 , 0

do i;v in your nower to bocuru \
YouOVfiKild lit' uspenovf before there is 
anv question of accepting any arrangement 
which gives Darian authority over the 
territory.

1st Lord.
1st S.L.(2). 
4th S.L.I:B:|:s:(f)(2)SiorSjimk
D.O.J.(F )(2 ) .  
D.D^I.G. (S)*D.01.;.(2).

• \(g ) •IV. .. n.

11P0Z/3.
Rcc'd in "gar Reg at 

1940/3.
Circulate <n;- 
Brig. Jo,cob. 
Foreign Secretary 
1st Sea Lord.

. 0.6. Tela., V,r. 0.,
A.M.O.S.(C).
O'. 0.0.

t. a 3 Re.
; et. fii .rton.

13UD3S 1SOW
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America and West Indies.

Your 1519/30. Convoys T.ll, T.17, T.23 and T.26 
escort provided "by C.T.F. 23 final destination 
Rio. Ships for dispersal join these convoys 
if speed qualifies.

2. Convoys T.22, T.24 and T.25 were escorted by British 
Trawlers and limited.
3. In all convoys where escort is provided by N.0.0. Trinidad 
the qualifying speed is 8 knots. At present there is an acute 
shortage of escort for normal "Tn convoys. Consequent delays 
to shipping have been fully discussed and improvement antici-
ated.
B.A.D. 0127Z/3 to Admty.)

War Diary.

”TM Convoys.

MONTGOMERY.

ATTACKER,
repairs.

Your 1530/2 E.T.A. 0600Z/3. ^WITHERINGTON 
company.
(MONTGOMERY 0330Z/3 to F.O.N.F. (r ) Capt.
Sti Johns, N.F.) <

~  / » . / o  ^

in

(D)

ATTACKER estimate completion repairs Dec. 7. 
Full pov/er trial 8th probable departure date 
9th to 10th. (Ends.)
(Radio Washington 0340Z/3 to Admty., N.S.H.Q.)

Tankers. Your 0700/3. Following is repetition of my
0125/3 (Begins) All tankers in Gulf of Mexico 
with exception of those loaded with aviation 

spirit now sailing independently on direct routes. They 
disperse from "NK” off Key West and join MKN” from Key West.
2. Consequent saving in Gulf voyage enables NK and KN to sail 
three days earlier than present schedule. KN 212 therefore 
sails Dec. 8th 0125/3 (Ends.)
(B.A.D. 0727Z/3 to Admty.)

S/M estimates Conxnaveu 0805/3, 2227/3, Cominch 1552/5. 
& notices.

CLAN
MAC FAD YEN 

sunk 26 
November.

CLAN MACFADYEN torpedoed and sunk Nov. 26th 
100 miles S.E. Trinidad.
(Comnaveu 0808/3 to Admty.)
Trinidad reports arrival six survivors British 
CLAN MACFADYEN torpedoed sank immediately at 
1115 G.M.T. 26th (amended time 2315 G.M.T. see 
1046R/4) in 009° 00’ N. 060° 50' W. (amended 
position 09° 00* N. 59° 50’ W. see 1103R/6) 
other 86 crew unaccounted for.
(S.O/l.) Jamaica 1141R/3 to Admty., N.S.H.Q.)

EMPIRE
DABCHICK 

”SM report.

Received 0855 G.M.T. SSSS de GNSN EMPIRE DABCHICK 
43° 00’ N. 58® 17' W. torpedoed De V C S.
(Halifax N.S. 0924Z/3 to C. in C. W.A.
Londonderry for C.T. 24.7.)

»

/Movements
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3.12.1942.
War Diary. Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West I n d i e s -
Movements. Arrival Bermuda REGENT.

(C. i/c Bermuda 1022Z/3 to Admty.) 
Movements summary at 1800 G.M.T. 3rd Dec.
Ship Position. Course. Speed.

7* .tj a. ARMERIA 09° N. 
28i° W. 
03° S.

090° 11
DESPATCH 026° 17

31° W.
(D.O.D. (F) 1030Z/3 to Opnav (r ) Comnaveu.) 

Arrival 2nd Dec. U.s .a . Transport EAGLEMAN.
(B.R.O. Aruba 1155QR/3 to Admty. (r ) S.O.(l) Jamaica.)

Dispositions. Following is C online h's 2140/02: Changes my
1449/25 (circulated under T.0.0. 2031/25) 
RICHMOND,at Callao. SOOTH 3AK0TA,en route U.S.

INDIANA,and COLUMBIA, in South Pacific. INDIANAPOLIS, and 
NASHVILLE, at Pearl Harbour. ARKANSAS, to sea from Casablanca. 
TEXAS, ALABAMA, SANGAMON, CHENANGO, AUGUSTA, WICHITA, BROOKLYN, 
and SAVANNAH,in Norfolk. MONTPELIER,at Philadelphia. OMAHA, 
and CONCORD, at sea. MILWAUKEE,and CINCINNATI, on patrol. 
MARBLEHEAD,Recife. MASSACHUSETTS, TUSCALOOSA,at Boston. 
MEMPHIS, at San Juan.
(Comnaveu 1040/3 to Admty.)

M.T.Bs. My 0822/30. M.T.Bs departed San Juan for
Guantanamo 1000Z/3.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1122Q/3 to S.B.N.O. W. At. 
(R) Admty., B.A.D., S.O.(l) Kingston.)

W.B.16. My 1847/2. YILDUM has arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Sydney 1303Z/3 to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 
Admty., Connav (r ) C.O.A.C. Halifax, C.T.24. 
N.C.S.O. Montreal, N.C.S.O. St. Johns, N.F.)

S.C.112. S.C.112 delayed 24 hours by extremely bad
weather. A.C.I.C. pass to N.O.I.C. Iceland. # 
(Cdre. Easfron 1417/3. N.C.S.O. New York 1515Z/3.)

(1) Due to delay of S.C.112 it will now be necessary for 
CALDWELL to proceed St. Johns N.F. direct to insure complying 
with your 0249/2nd. ftT A *i» •
(2) No additional escorts can be spared to reinforce Western 
Local Escort Task Unit 24.18.5 Western Local South.
(3) Western Local North, Western Local Escort Task Unit 24.18.3 
will consist of one destroyer, 2 corvettes and one (?tanker).
(4) 30 ships at Halifax to join S.C.112 which already consists 
of approx. 50 ships.
T5) Request information as to maximum number of ships from 
Halifax which should join S.C.112 and whether Western Local 
Escorts North and South can be reinforced.(C.O.A.C. 1513Z/3 to C.T.24 (R) Connav, N.S.H.Q. etc.)

* Re numbers see 1535/4.

/0.N.146 • • •
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w  3. 1 0.N5.146 your 1140/3rd. My 1029/3rd. Intend 
sailing DUNDAS 1600Z/3rd and BRANTFORD at 
1900Z/3rd to intercept convoy joining Western 
Local Escort T.U. 24.18.8 and provide additional 
escort until further notice.
(C.O.A.C. Halifax 1529Z/3 to Coiren. Western Local 
Escort T.U.24.18.1 (r ) Admty., Connav, N.S.H.Q. 
Ottawa, C.T.24, F.O.N.F. Cdr. Eastern Sea Frontier, 
Comm. 3rd, U.S. Naval District New York, QUESNEL, 
DUNDAS, BRANTFORD, Com. Western Local Escort T.U. 
24.18.8.)

<
 ̂ T.A.29. Your 0111/30 Nov. not to all addressees A.O.C. 

E.A.C. will be requested to provide air escort 
for T.A.29. No surface escort available. 
(C.O.A.C. 1546Z/3 to Admty.)

NURMAHAL. Your 1557/1st Dec. Connav reports NURMAHAL 
overdue Charleston since Nov. 19th. No further 
information.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa 1609Z/3 to Admty.)

M.A.Gs My 1941/26/11. Has been passed to N.S.H.Q. 
for information.
(B.A.D. 1615Z/3.)

1

Tanker 
Convoys. 

 ̂ £ico+C'
My 2305/30 Cominch has agreed to following dates 
proposed by Com. E.S.F. LAVENDER now under overhaul 
December 10th. WARWICK, BUTTERCUP, COLUMBINE 
December 21. HAVELOCK,G0DETi^tl>4 PIMPERNEL, 
SAXIFRAGE December 15th. WITCH without refit 
for 16 months. Minimum 4 weeks required for 
essential refit work which will be undertaken at 
once.
(B.A.D. 1617Z/3.)

ARMATHIA,
S.C.lll.

Proceeding St. Johns N.F. with damaged deck.
If no duplication in low visibility escorts now 
have 15 ships. Weather moderate.
(C.T.U. 24.18.74619Z/3.)

A.M.C.41. Arrival 3rd Dec. U.S. Minesweeper A.M.C.41. 
(H.M. Barbados 1624/3.)

W.B.16,
ARCLIGHT.

My 1847/2nd (Pan) ARCLIGHT in tow. 
(N.C.S.O. Sydney 1647Z/3.)

B.S.40. My 2031/2nd. B.S.40 did not sail owing to weather. 
(R.O. Comerbrook 1740Z/3.)

/Convoy A.T.30 ...
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most SBSRBT MB5T.05. le^V ^n ’ no. IH 

From:- O.O.A.O. Halifax.
■ !-:o,HOC' ■«, X'v‘-4Jo

N.CYPHER (5) S by_w/T__________
Addressed: -  Admiralty.

Uti'CK

Section South West.
O.N. No; li7 . Western Local Escort Task Units 
24.13.6 059 dogs 50 * 008 dogs 57 * 570 degs 9.
0 N No. 1- 15s- Western Local Escort Task Units 
Sc.Is.3 scattered 043 uegs 00? North.
Mid.ocean Escort Task Unit 24.1.10 060 degs
01t ’jest and 060 degs 30* 'Jest course <870 oego.
T)iTUT'\e d'l-3 dess 58’ 005 degs 07* 162 pegs 12
alter to 09 ''degs in 045 dogs 02* North.
BR/NTFORD departs Hal i f . :: 1900Z/3rd to join 
O.N. No. 146.

U.S.3.ESC,.NASA 042 degs 58* °0 5  dogs i6» (?2g7 degs)
10. b altering td a69 degs m Ooo ec^s j j  
West.
U.S. Dost. MCC0E3ICIC qscortl.jf U.fi.q^R. 
Submarine L.15 on sux'i.'.ce 0--- oogc.. 1/ ubo 
degs 29f 021 degs 8.5.
STAIWARD COASTER on route Halifax from port 
H Ykesbury.
0 UE!>N£L vicinity 043 dogs 02’ 061 degs 00*
to join O.N.lnO.
H U.S. R.512 on surface escorted by KAMLOCGPS 
South m3 of Gut of S. loso through

i l  "(?045 degs) 22* North 060° 43» West.
M. 045° 10* North 060° 38* West.
i\L (TOdHP'i K7» North 050° 56* West.N. ( ?044°) 57* North
O. 044° 28 * " “

k P. 044u 28*
North
North

062° 27' West. 
003° 22’ West.

•R

lOlNl
r&]l2)ui f ) .

u8:n̂ iii(3:•j • • fc\

ExoGCtod time of arrival Halifax 1500Z ^th 
Spe-d of advance 10 toots. i 6407/3

m tv cant. (2 ). ^ 4 c 0 C'^y ^uty Capt.,
Ba**r i t  —  W f i h A j .fi.f).I.'3 (2 ) 
D.T.D.C3?. 
D.T.p.(M). 
li.T.D. yj. / •
U.S.N.to). 
F.O.S.by courier.



MOST SECRET MESSAGE 2103Z/3rd Doc. IN.
From: C.O.A.C. Halifax. Rate 3.12.42.

Heed: 2350.
Naval Cypher 3 (S) by W T.

Addressed: Admiralty
Important. s  l ^  _

My 1640Z 3rd amend reference U.S. Rgstroycr

& t  ” “ i to
210EZ/3.

Advance Copy sent ® s ^>AcA,

B:8:3:[II [si
i:Ak’AHFiT
Hd of M. , n%■ -».D. 1.0^(2) R.T.R.C3,
fcM

O  I'd ( ^

F#.0.S. by courier.
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America and West Indies - contd.
Convoy Request you will sail SS QUEEN MARY to arrive
A.T.30. Clyde 13th Dec.

2. In order that maximum air protection may he 
arranged she should he routed to pass through 36° 
20’ N. 09° W. at daylight on 13th December.
3. G. in C. W.A. is requested to provide destroyer 
escort if available.
4. Fighter protection codeword "Donkey” .
(D.O.D. (H) 1747A/3 to Connav.)

Your 1941Z/26 Nov. Our anxieties regarding 
the U-Boat threat in the North Atlantic to he 
anticipated in the first half of 1943 are con
tinually increasing. The most pressing require
ment is the provision of air cover over Convoys 
outside the range of shore-based aircraft.

Recent experience east of Newfoundland has shown how real this 
requirement is.
2. To provide carrier-borne protection for H.X., S.C. , and 
O.N. Convoys requires in our view 12 A.V.Gs continually in
operation. The total requirement for these Convoys is therefore 

16 A.V.Gs. We also anticipate having to run special oil tanker » 
convoys direct from Trinidad to Gibraltar in the near future.
This is likely to become a permanent requirement and would 
require 3 A.V.Gs continually available making 4 in all to allow 
for refits, etc.
3. Allowing 4 months from the completion date for passage to 
U.K. fitting out and working up, we estimate that we will not 
have more than 9 A.V.Gs in service by the end of April 1943 and 
14 by the end of June. These figures make no allowance for 
casualties in the meantime nor for the requirements of further 
offensive operations or P.Q. convoys. The deficiency therefore 
stands at 11 by the end of April 1943 and 6 by the end of June 
1943 for Atlantic Convoys alone.
4. It was to meet this requirement quickly and to fill the gap 
until the A.V.Gs had arrived in sufficient numbers that M.A.C. 
ships were proposed. We hoped we could have had 30 M.A.C. ships 
from U.S. production in service by the middle of 1943. The 
aircraft and Fleet Air Arm personnel could have been scraped

U/B threat 
in North 
Atlantic 
in 1943.

together for this emergency.
>. We are taking steps to accelerate the production of the 12 
I.A.C. ships under construction in U.K. but the best we can hope 
“or is to have 3 operational by the end of April and a further
i by the end of June. . .
i The urgency of the situation is so great that we have decided 
;o pay off temporarily the necessary number of A.M.Cs now acting 
is anti-raider escorts to find the crews to man extra A.V.Gs f r 
orth Atlantic Convoys if these could be made

j. half* of 1943. Although we could not find the lull comI» if
h^rat^ofWastage w o a l ^ e l o n K d e r a i l y  less In the A.V.Gs.

^ iv e r T o ?  £943 at the expense of those assigned to us later.

/ 8  ...
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U/B threat 
in North 
Atlantic 
in 1943. 
(Contd.)

that one A. 
(V.C.N.S.,

8. We have always calculated on the assistance of 
8 U.S. manned A.V.Gs on the North Atlantic trade 
routes. If even a proportion of these were 
forthcoming early in 1943 our present anxiety 
would be further relieved. What are the 
prospects of such American assistance?
9. For your information, it has been calculated 

V.G. will save 7 merchant ships in one year.
1843A/4 to B.A.D. Washington.}

Cable 1. LORD KELVIN has arrived from Cable grounds
repair. having been unable to make cable repairs due to

weather. Master consider conditions are likely 
to be unsuitable until April.

2. Should further attempt be made to effect repairs now.
3. If not S.B.N.O. Western Atlantic is requested to signal 
destination of BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER.
(C.O.A.C., 1848Z/3 to Admty.)

WITHERINGTON. My P.C. and S. at 1900Z/3rd 046° 31’ 051° 20'
170°, 7 knots.
Owing to heavy steep sea am unable to alter 
course until the weather moderates. 
(WITHERINGTON, 1940Z/3. ) 1* _  c g*

I.P.
GOULANDRIS,

"/^EMPIRE
DABCHICK.

IOANNIS P. GOULANDRIS sunk in collision with 
INTREPIDO 2nd Dec. 40.15 73.45 W. EMPIRE DABCHICK 
torpedoed in convoy on Friday 43.00 N. 58.17 W. 
today (sic).
(Connav, 2054/3)
(Note: EMPIRE DABCHICK reported she was torpedoed
at 0855G.M.T./3 = Thursday.)

SEAWOLF. Ref. my 1912/6th Nov. It is anticipated SEAWOLF
will be ready to leave Philadelphia on 8th Dec. 
and New London about 24th Dec. having completed 
work up practice.
(B.A.M.R. Washington, 2136Z/3 to Admty.)

Submarine 
attack and 
sighting 
summary.

>A. EMPIRE DABCHICK torpedoed 43° N. 58.17 W. 
0855Z/3.
C. Surface craft attack conning tower and sound 
contact area 12.20 N. 72° W. 1945-2237Z/12 Nov. 
S.C.503 attacks sound contact 12.04 N. 61.50 W. 
1758Z/23 Nov. Submarine reported 10.47 N. 61.45 
W. 1645Z/3.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2151/3.)

/Shipping • • •
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Shipping A daily summary of diversions of Merchant
Diversions. shipping ordered "by Connav is now forwarded

N.S.H.Q. A similar summary of diversions of 
Westbound shipping ordered by British Authorities 
will be necessary before N.S.H.Q. takes over 
Jamaica area plot.
(N.S.H.Q. 2204Z/3 to Admty. (r ) B.A.D.)

Your 2350/2 para. two-. Navy Dept, has now 
extended their request to include all ships 
in K.M. and M.K. convoys irrespective of.flag 
in order that they may be aware of the com
position of these convoys.

(2) They have further requested that U.K. Coastal movements of 
U.S. controlled ships may also be communicated. It is suggested 
that this information should be supplied in summary form.
(B.A.D. Washington 2257Z/3 to Admty.)

Convoy
information.

Coastwise
shipping.

ItH

In order to avoid holding coastwise shipping in 
port to await escort Comeastseafron has ordered 
that until further notice they may be sailed 
independently by Maori Convoy routes except betwee 
Lookout and Chesapeake foregoing not applicable 
to aviation gas tankers.
(B.A.D. Washington 2259Z/3 to Admty.)

Acceleration It is considered that the U-boat situation in 
of shipping. the Western Atlantic is such as to justify some

modification of present convoy procedure in 
order to accelerate the movements of shipping, 
especially tankers.

2. We are allowing the enemy to impose his will upon us if as 
the result of heavy-scale attacks in an earlier period, we 
continue to deal with our shipping as if those conditions were 
still operative. "Torch" we feel,has in some degree caused a 
revision of U-boat strategy.
3. It is requested therefore that you will put the following 
proposals to the Navy Dept, with the suggestion that they should 
only apply to British-Managed Shipping if the U.S. Authorities 
are unwilling to agree"to their application to United Nations
ShiDping.
4. (a) Detach tankers for Gulf of Mexico in O.N. convoys if 
situation permits in vicinity of 60° W.
(b) Detach tankers similarly for D.W. Indies if situation permits 
to proceed independently to Guantanamo for onward convoy.
Both suggestions to be entirely dependent upon the circumstances 
existing at the time convoy approaches 60° W. and to be the 
subject of a specific signal for each convoy, no general
instructions being issued. „ . .._5. It is considered that the degree of U-boat concentration
in any particular area is one that is of fundamental importance 
in determining the risk acceptable in order to obtain a more

policy to be adjusted accordingly.

/6  ...
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POTENTILLA.

m
FOREIGN STATIONS.

3.12.1942.
Thursday.

America and West Indies.-
6. We are preparing to take similar steps this 
end when H.X. convoys have passed 15° V/. in 
order that the faster ships may push on ahead of 
the convoy in waters where the degree of risk is 
now considerably lessened.
(Admty. 2305A/5 to B.A.D.)
Reply: B.A.D. 2027Z/5.

Arrangements have been made for B.R.L.O. New 
York to originate a delay report for British 
Managed shipping for each N.K. and N.G. Convoy.
2. Signal will be addressed to Admiralty and 
N.S.H.Q. repeated B.A.D. in following form.IA) Name of ship.B^ Destination.

C) Ex Convoy.
D) Reason not sailing.
E) Expected sailing.
F) Remarks.
3. Ships delayed at New York before proceeding 
coastwise to load will also be reported in C. form. 
(B.A.D. Washington 2315Z/3.)P.C.fc.S. at 2200Z/3rd 047° 49’ N. 051° 34’ W. 
023° 6 knots. JAMES MACNAY not in company. 
Not met. Weather report 09 14 61 46. 
(POTENTILLA 2317Z/3.)
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Australia and New Zealand.
(2) 4 Destroyers located by air R/C off Gape 
Orford (S.E. Coast New Britain) morning first 
course 250°, unsuccessfully attacked by aircraft 
during day and night. 1 100 pound bomb hit 
scored on bow 1 destroyer. 4 vessels sighted 
off Buna at 1600Z/1 and later heading north from 

area. Strong forces enemy fighters mostly zeros engaged 
covering movement during day intercepted our attacking Fortresses 
B.240 and B.25s. 21 fighters shot down several others damaged,
(4) 2 enemy cruisers returned 9" 45* S. 100 25° 12’ E. at 
0935Z/1 course 100°.
(5) 1 tanker, 1 destroyer arrived Dilli afternoon 29th Nov. and 
1 small merchant vessel arrived morning 30th.
(O.H.Q. S.W.P.A., 0025Z/3.)

Digest 4 enemy destroyers reported my serial No.314
Serial para. 2 shadowed and last reported 5° 45* S. 153°
No. 315, E. at 0410Z/2 course 60°. Single destroyer
Dec. 2nd. sighted by same aircraft 5° 40’ S. 52" 25' E.

at 0430Z/2 course 240°.
(2) 9 destroyers, 1 sloop, 2 tankers and 5 other 

merchant vessels reported Buin Shortlands Area morning second. 
(3) Little change reported Buna - Gona area where Allied 
pressure continues on all fronts. 12 Aircobras and 6 Bostons 
strafed enemy positions morning 2nd while 6 Beaufighters strafed 
and sank 2 enemy barges each filled with 20 unarmed Japanese 
2 miles north-west of Gona wreck and destroyed 2 other empty 
barges drifting 5 miles north Gona. Hudsons also attacked Buna area night 1/2.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A., 1312Z/3.)

War Diary.

Digest 
Serial 
No. 314, 
Dec. 1st.

Movements. U.S. Transport ANHUI departed Port Moresby 2nd
Dec. due Townsville 5th. Hospital Ship MANUNDA 
departed Brisbane 2nd due Port Moresby 6th. 

(A.C.N.B., 1405Z/3.)
Departure Wellington 0505z/3rd. U.S. Destroyer CUMMINGS 
escorting SS. PRESIDENT MONROE to Noumea E.T.A. 1700z/6th, route direct 15 knots.
(S.O.(I) Wellington, 2129Z/3.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions.
(D.D.I.C., 1411A/3, 1423A/3.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

For security reasons, Merchant Ships except 
when in convoy, are in future to use their 
war W/T call-sign when transmitting all types 
of distress messages, amplifying messages or 
cancellation messages. The name of the ship 
at present included in plain language in 
distress messages is to be omitted.

Home Commands.
M.G.Bs 85, 91 and 86 whilst on patrol about 
40 miles N.E. of Lowestoft at 0250A today 
engaged 3 E-boats, all of which were hit. 
M.G.B.85 had one slight casualty and the 
M.G.Bs had only slight damage.

Force X.
N.C.X.F. intends to issue in Torch area revised 
orders as regards French warships, merchant 
ships and aircraft. All are now to be regarded 
as friendly unless they commit hostile acts, except:
( a) Ships which are evidently emerging from or 
making for Axis controlled French ports or 
Axis ports. Such ships are to be directed to 
ports under our control, force bring employed 
if necessary.
(b) French warships or merchant ships encountered
north of 40° W. .(Revised orders as above were issued on 12th
December).

Mediterranean.
U.S.B.24s bombed shipping and harbour installations 
at Naples this afternoon. Hits are claimed on 
ships, including a battleship. Photographs 
taken later show a 6-inch cruiser of the Muzio 
Attendolo class sunk in the harbour and severe 
damage to warehouses.

/Attacks ..
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SITUATION REPORT.

4.12.1942.
Friday.

Mediterranean - contd.
CADMUS in 37° 12’ N. 6° 13’ E. (35 miles N. of 
Tenez) made two promising attacks on a U-boat 
today: N.C.X.F. considers the U-boat was
probably sunk. * * ^ ^ / * ^  ̂
At 0520 a Wellington attacked a U-boat in 36° 
32’ N. 1° 30' W. course 240° speed 6 knots, 
which was fully surfaced at the time of attack: 
2 of the depth charges exploded about 30/8 from 
the starboard side abaft the conning tov/er 
producing increasing quantities of oil.
An aircraft attacked a fully surfaced enemy 
submarine shortly before midnight today in 36° 
25’ N. 0° 55’ W. and reported at 0050/5 that 
the U-boat was still on the surface and was damaged.

Force Q sailed from Algiers at 0830 today, to 
carry out a sweep on the line Cagliari - Bizerta 
during the dark hours, returning to Bone by 
daylight 5 Dec. ESKIMO at 2330 attacked a U-boat 
in 37 55* N. 8° 10* E. and G.S.12 considers it
was probably destroyed.

Force H. sailed from Mers-el-Kebir today and 
proceeded eastward, subsequently arriving at 
Gibraltar at daylight 6th'owing to congestion 
in Gibraltar, however, the large ships had to 
wait to enter and the force was not reported 
arrived until 2150A/6.

18 B.17s escorted by 18 P.38a attacked Bizerta 
harbour at 1043 today and hit with bombs 2 of the 
6 or 8 ships reported in port: 2 or 3 groups of
U-boats were also seen. 7 L.26s escorted by P.38a 
attacked Bizerta harbour at 1057 and report hits 
on ships, railway station, oil tanks and warehouses, 
and that there were 15 to 20 ships in Bizerta Lake, 
including an aircraft carrier, a heavy cruiser and 
several U-boats. On 7 Dec. E.A.C. reported ”R/C 
of Bizerta shows no sign of any aircraft carriers 
reported”.

Wellingtons last night bombed Sicilian aerodromes 
to cover the approach of Convoy M.W.14. Albacores 
torpedoed two 3000 ton merchant ships steering 
130® in 350° Zuara 44 miles (north west of Tripoli); 
one was blown to pieces and the second left 
burning fiercely with a heavy list.

/The ...
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Mediterranean - contd.

The port of Bone was heavily ‘bombed before dawn 
today, but no shipping was damaged and there 
were no naval casualties. Benghazi was bombed 
today but no naval damage was caused and 2 of 
the enemy aircraft were shot down.

America and V/est Indies.

M.O.W.T. are very concerned at the continuous 
delays to eastbound shipping at Trinidad, but 
especially to ships under 9i knots. It would 
appear that there has been no opportunity to 
sail ships of under knots for 49 days and 
ships of under 9^ knots for 27 days.

The Admiralty today sent to Washington a message 
urging that further small aircraft carriers 
should be made available to meet the U-boat 
threat in the North Atlantic which is anticipated 
in the first half of 1943.
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HOME COMMANDS.

CARLISLE.
Movements.

y ( S .  s  . .
My 1801/3. Sailed. E.T.A. 0830/6. S. of A. 
17 knots.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1019A/4.) ■■  ̂ ^  ^

North
Atlantic
dispositions.

A.M. 1333/3.
Passage to U.K. - Delete BERMUDA.
Area Scapa - Add BERMUDA. Delete CUMBERLAND, 
NORFOLK.
Area Iceland - Add CUMBERLAND, NORFOLK. 
(D.O.D^H^, 1030Z/4 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

W.A.
Command.

Situation at 1957A/4. Details.
(C. in C. W.A., 1358A/4, and 1810A/4.) 
See Lion Copy.

P.555.
/ J  ( *

My 1058/3. Sailed.
(Capt. S .7, 1515a/4.)
P.555 escorted by LADY SHAHRAZAD sailed Rothesay 
1500/4th for Oban.
(C. in C. W.A., 1808a /4 to QUEEN ELIZABETH.)

JUNON.
*-/».//£ ̂

My 1211/2 as amended by my 2041/3. Sailed. 
(S.O. S/M Lerwick, 1614A/4 to A.C.O.S.)

ANSON. E.T.A. 0035/6th. Request Eoxa Gate for ANSON 
and 3 destroyers at 0120.
(ANSON, 1639A/4 to A.C.O.S.)

Leave harbour as directed by Captain of Dockyard and K.H.M. 
Rosyth tomorrow and proceed by searched channel to Scapa 
passing Beamer at 1215.
2. Take OPPORTUNE, ORIBI, and OBEDIENT under your orders when 
met at Eyebroughy Buoy at 1445/5.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1915/4 to ANSON.)

DOLFIJN.
.//£

Intend sailing 2 M.S.Ts at 0430/5 to R/V 
DOLFIJN at 0800/5 in 180° Lizard 10 miles, 
escorting same to Falmouth.
(F.O.L.C. Falmouth, 1644A/4.)

GUNNEL.
. // £ **

GUNNEL escorted by CAPE PORTLAND northbound in 
Irish Sea tonight.
(C. in C. W.A., 1656A/4 to ROSEMARY, CARLISLE, 
BERN.)

S/M"
Positions.

At 0800/5. Details. 
(F.O.S., 1729A/4.)
See Lion Copy.

/IMPULSIVE
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version o f a secret cypher or con fiden tia l
code messageL and the text mu£fc.„£i,t;sl be paraphras^^L^tt^ .® ee»sen tia l tJN

H  All-; n __J L ________ j. o _____
M O SS'- OTrftvk. i T9EStoJ35r « W 5 aft/4itiiL|)ee|seni;iai

commiisaMUtt to persons outside B r it ish  or A llie d  Government Services,

PROM* C, in  C. Western Approaches.

Vs
Section N.E.

S ituation at 1957A/4/12.
/

/*
>

HALCYON 58 46 05 26 To M ilford  Haven 12

q u il l ia m V ic in ity  Stornoway To Greenock 10

RU.51 m azurka
PIROUETTE 
BIACKFIY /  
EBORWxaE'

58 55 08 00 357° Butt o f  Lewis 
6 miles thence 
through Minche3.

V2

0NUJ.151 PAUL EflBSS 5V 17 07 00 R/V 270° Oversay 
6 miles

c

Section S.E.
S ituation a t 195‘/A/4/l2

U.S.S/M GUNNEL CAPS PORTLAND 51 52 05 10 To Roseneath 5

1 Corvette and 
Tow

56 08 09 23 To Londonderry 9—2̂

CILICIA V ic in ity  A ilsa  Craig To Clyde 16

CARLISLE 51 00 04 40 To Scapa 18

GIASGOW 57 00 07 10 To Greenock IP

P.555 LADY SHAHRAZAD 55 10 05 20 To Oban 10

FIDELITY 54 04 05 14 To L iverpool 9

HASTINGS V ic in ity  Bardsey 
Island

To Londonderry 13

S.C.110
C.T.U.
24.1.11.

ST.LAUEE1NT
BATTLEFORD
CHILLIWACK
EYEBRIGHT
NAPANE8
SHEDIAC
KENOGAME

56 37 10 15 To 56 28 08 32 8
thence North 
Channel

14 Iv/Vs Escorted breaking o f f  fo r  Loch Ewe,

Convoy Unescorted 52 16 05 16 Northbound 9

HM 79 BERN 52 50 05 05 Southbound 8
*

BB.41 ROSEMARY 
DERBY COUNTY 
QUADRU.LE 
AQUAMARINE

52 59 05 03 Southbound 8

ON. 151 BODO Sails  B elfast 
230CA/4

270° O-verS’̂ y  6* 
thence 
56 06 IJj5 05

9“

ONC. 151 Unescorted Sail3 Clyde 1S15A/4 270° Ov ersay 61 9

0MJJ.151 PAUL RYKSNS 57 17 07 00 R/V 270° Oversay 
6 m iles.

8

/Section  N.W,



Section N.W.

NORFOLK
CUMBERLAND

SD.34

UR. 5 2

Section S.W.

GLENEAEN
BEVERLEY

GRAPH

WINCHELSEA

KX, 7 
(E)

1

MKS 2A 
(E)

0.N.S.150
C.T.U.
24.1,18

V.C.N.S,
a .c .n .s .(h ) 
a .c .n .s .(F)( 
4.c .n .s .(t )
N.A.lst S,L. 
Capt* Pim, 
D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D.(p)(2) 
D.O.(2) 
U.S.N, 
D.A/S.W. 
D.M.S.

Situation at 1957A/4-/12

62 17 10 00

CASTLEYON 58 57 12 52 
ST. MARY1 a

ARAB 62 32 10 41
HUGH WALPOLE
ANGLE
TKEELMERE

Situation at 1Q57A/4/12

56 01 12 13 
54 35 15 40

48 48 12 46

KRAKOWIAK
BEEASDALE
LAUDERDALE
MELBHEAK

VIOLET

GERANIUM 
7 Corvettes

55 00 12 CO

43 37 13 37

48 40 14 46 

51 35 12 53

To Northwest

To 58 30 11 45 
th e.ice Clyde 
via North Channel

To 63 00 2i 30 7
thence Reykjavik

To 55 35 08 00 16
To 0.N.150 16

To 49 15 12 30 10
thence 
49 30 09 01

To ON.150 16

To 40 00 13 00 7

To 49 02 14 46 6*
thoice 
55 00 10 05

To 55 00 1 0 05 7$-

BEVERLEY
T O N O H E i a i l E l A
ANEMONE
ABELIA
ASPHODEL
CLOVER

54 30 19 06 To 33 32 23 58 
thence 
48 55 30 28

1358A/4

Advance copies D.C. D.O.D. (H) D.T.D.

8

HO, of Lie 
D.Il I.C. ̂ 2) 
I.P. (2)
W.D.
D.T.D.(3) 
D.T.D. ( K )  
D.T.D.(C)

D. of P.(2)
D, D.O.D. (M)d. n.i. (a,)
C. C.0,(2)
D. of P,(Q)
Ad, Blake,
Ad, R^L3ey (4)



V

MOST SECRET
WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first "be paraphrased if it is essential to 
commxvjioa^e it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

M E S S A G E  IN

Prom F. 0,S,

P/L by T/p

1729A /h/Dooember, 
Date 4.12.U2,
Time 1815.

Addressed Admiralty

222, Positions of submarines at OQOOA /5th Dooemberand movements for following 2b hours,
A. JUNON escorted by LEICESTER CITY vioinity Noss Headbound Dundee 7 knots 1**.^ //£ *

B. P.555 escorted by LADY 3HAHRAZAD loaves Oban to arriveTobermory -i200/5th December, ^ ^ ^

C. . H,U3 escorted by LORD AUSTIN loaves Tobermory 1200 5th
Shrou,ch Scnmtis of Mull and Islay due Rothesay 1000 6th Deoembor.

D. GUNNEL escorted by CAPE PORTLAND 52 degs 22 mins North 
05 docs 38 mins West speed 5 knots expected time of arrival Rosenoath 0800 7th Deoember, <>,*
E. CLYDE duo Rendezvous in 50 degs 33 mins North 01 decs 
50,6 mins West at 0830 5th December from southwestvrard for escort to Portsmouth
ll n$5;F£5! S?° r«*<kzyous in 1?° teca Lizard Head 10 miles ot 0300 5th Dgoeriber with assort for passage to Falmouth
G. TUNA in Biscay south zone,
H, GURNARD in zone K 505,

1<,

J. GRAPH h9 degs 28 mins North 09 docs 50 mins West divod 
by day aue n 80 degs Bishop Rock 10 miles a.m. 6th December,

1729AA.

_ ..T  ̂ Advance copy sent D.C. D.O.D.(H)O.N, b, (_n;
D,of Plans (2)
DwA/S.W,

N,A, 1st S,L. 
Oapt Pirn 
D.0.D,(H) (2) 
D.D0Ovl\(r,}
d .o.(2;
D,D.1,0,(i) 
D.0.D.(P; (2)

Hd. of M,W, D*.
dItId̂ m)
Dc n a
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War Diary,

HOME COMMANDS.

4.12.1942.
Friday.

Movements. - Contd.

IMPULSIVE,
ICARUS.

CIRCE,
FLY.

Propose following movements of destroyers (a ) 
IMPULSIVE to relieve^FURY sailing from Scapa 
7th understand. (B) ICARUS to relieve*OBDURATE 
sailing from Scapa 13th December.
(R.A.D.H.F. , 2211A/4 to C. in C. H.F.

Request you will sail CIRCE on completion of 
work up and FLY on completion of turning and 
speed trials required by VERNON, to operate 
temporarily at Scapa under the orders of C. 
in C. H.F.
(D.M.S. , 2238A/4 to C. in C. Rosyth.)

Captain D. Greenock's 1000/10/11 para. 2.
Request LLANDUDNO be sailed when ready to rejoin 
S.O. 15th M.S.F. in Iceland (c).
(D.M.S., 2239a/4 to C. in C. W.A.)

Operations.

Group of E-Boats 56A, moving South.
(Nore C.O., 0215A/4 to S.E.E.C.C.D.)
Am engaging E-Boats in position (spare group 19)
3 0 50 Lowestoft 40.
(M.G.B.85, 0230A/4 to N.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth.)
My 0230. Have lost touch with enemy indicated. 
Return 058 Lowestoft 44. E-Boat probably 
damaged. One small casualty.

(M.G.B.85, 0300A/4 to N.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth.)
Following is preliminary report of C/F activity night 3rd - 

4th December.
At 0204/4 M.G.Bs 85 (S.O. ) with M.G.Bs 91 and 86 in approx. 52° 
58' N. 02° 40' E. obtained hydrophone contact to westward. 
Hydrophone effect grew louder and unit proceeded at 0216 to 
intercept.
At 0219 two E-Boats were sighted steering E.N.E. at 15 knots. 
M.G.Bs engaged, opening fire at 150 yards closing to 50 yards. 
M.G.B.85 then sighted a third E-Boat and altered course to 
engage at very close range. This E-Boat was repeatedly hit 
and silenced, but 85 lost contact at 0223 due to engine defect, 
M.G.Bs 91 and 86 continued to engage first E-Boat target which 
disengaged under cover of smoke, contact being lost at about 
0223. All M.G.Bs observed many hits on first two E-Boats, but 
were badly blinded by tracer. One slight casualty in M.G.B. 85 
and only slight damage to M.G.Bs. Visibility reported as very 
low during the action.

(C. in C. Nore, 1604A/4 to Admty.)
E-Boat activity last night in Smiths Knoll Area was first 

suspected by WALPOLE on No. 4 patrol at 0013/4 bearing 040° from 
Gorleston. At 0137 CAMPBELL on No. 5 patrol reported E-Boats 
in vicinity of 54G Buoy. Owing to failure of type 271 and low 
visibility she was unable to locate these E-Boats which were 
probably within 4 or 5 thousand yards. It is probable that 
these Boats were looking for the convoy and not ininelaying.

LLANDUDNO.

Engagement 
with E-Boats. 
3 E-Boats 
reported 
hit by 
gunfire.

/Bearings ..
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War Diary.
4.12.1942.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations..
Engagement 
with E-Boats. 
3 E-Boats 
reported hit 
by gunfire. 
(Contd.)

Bearings from Winterton, Trimmingham and 
Gorleston indicated the presence of other 
E-Boats to the northward of Q.Z.S.311 and shortly 
after 0200 one group of three boats was inter
cepted by M.G.B. 85 on patrol with M.G.Bs 91 and 
86 in approx. 52° 55’ N. 02° 36’ E. An engage
ment took place as reported in my 1604/4. All 
E-Boats were hit but touch was lost in thick 

weather. Other groups of coastal forces in the vicinity were 
unable to make contact and no aircraft were available owing to 
ground fog.
(C. in C. Nore, 1608A/4 to Adraty.)

Force J. 
(Operation 
"Round-Up” )

OZ 2110, 4th December 1942.
Following from Chiefs of Staff No. C.O.S.(W) 380. 
The report on the Dieppe Raid is now being printed 
and will be forwarded for the information of the 
Joint Staff Mission, Washington. The Chiefs of 

Staff Committee wish particularly to draw attention to what is 
considered by them to be one of the outstanding lessons of the 
operation and which will be found in the report.
"For any amphibious campaign involving assaults on strongly 
defended coasts held by a determined enemy it is essential that 
the landing ships and craft required for the assaults shall be 
organised well in advance into naval assault-forces. These 
must have a coherence and degree of permanence comparable to that 
of any first-line fighting formations. The need for discipline, 
morale, tactical integration and flexibility, and professional 
competence, is not disputed in the case of troops, war vessels, 
and air formations. Precisely the same applies to assault- 
ships and craft".
2. The Dieppe Raid has shown that, against severe opposition, 
mere large numbers of craft mean little unless they are organised 
into a proper fighting force well in advance of the operation 
and that the spearhead of this force should have had actual 
fighting experience of the nature of that to be undertaken.
3. In order to achieve this, the Admiralty have now agreed that 
the Naval Force used in the Dieppe Raid should be re-constituted 
as a permanent force (Force J) consisting initially of:-
1 River gunboat, 7 L.S.I. carrying L.C.A. and L.C.S.(M), 48 L.C.T. 
6 L.C.F.(L), 72 L.C.P., 4 M.L., 4 70’ M.G.B., 4 M.G.B., 1 M.T.B., 
and to have the following added as soon as availablej- 
6 L.S.T. (2), 12 L.G.I.(L), 24 L.C.I.fs),
4. Though the Americans have had extensive amphibious experience 
in the Pacific area, their equipment and training have not yet 
been related to their employment in an ultimate "Round-Up" with 
its problems of tide, weather, and beaches of the English 
Channel. It is, therefore, suggested that the American Chiefs 
of Staff be invited, at an appropriate moment, to form an 
American counterpart for Force J in European waters. This force 
might be initiated by sending some American-manned landing craft 
of each type to join up with Force J itself.
5. In this way the American force can train under the actual 
conditions which will obtain in "Round-Up" and can test the 
suitability of their craft and equipment for these conditions.
This force will become a nucleus for an American counterpart of 
the British Force and, if desired, can gain experience from 
actual raids. Further, such an arrangement should insure a 
high degree of co-operation between the naval assault-forces of 
the two countries on the day of "Round-Up".(Air Ministry, 1310Z/4 to Britman, Washington.) /Patrols ...
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4.12.1942.War Diary. Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations - Contd.
Patrols. Movements affecting patrol tonight.

P.W.258 (S.O. escort ALBRIGHTON) leaves Needles 
1700. W.P.258 (S.O. escort BROCKLESBY) arrives 

Durlestone Buoy 0800. CLYDE passes 180° Start Point 20 about 
2000 and arrives Durlestone Buoy 0830.
2. M.G.B. 616 (S.O.), M.T.Bs 85, 86, 243 are to proceed to 
Yarmouth before dark and, if weather permits, to patrol between 
240° St. Catherines 10’ and 240° St. Catherines 40’, passing 
Needles 1800 and 0830, keeping to southward of convoys during 
their passage. Codeword "Pugdog".
5. GHASSfeUlig 41 (S.O. ) and 14 South of E.A5 buoy on patrol.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1317A/4 and 1559/4 to D.l, HORNET.) 
M.Ls 142 and 140 patrolling between D and C one buoys.(V.A. Dover, 1652A/4.)

Exercises.
Trials in Your 2235/3. Concur.
Firth of (C. in C. H.F., 1242A/4 to Admty. )Forth. ’
(MALAYA)

Exercise Estimated position at 2204 tonight.
BERWICK, FURY patrol "White'*. NORFOLK,
CUMBERLAND 0605 28* N. 019° 37* W. to N.W. 
(A.C.I.C., 1620A/4.)

Your 1451a . Concur, My 1609N/3, para. 4, request reference 4205 k/cs may be deleted.
2, Positions at 1100N/5 will be OBDURATE 064° 05* N. 026° 10' W 
course 180°, 15 knots. FURY 064° 05' N. 025° 50’ W. course 155°, speed 15 knots.
3. Your 1451A is being passed to OBDURATE with orders to comply 
instructions as for FURY.
(SUFFOLK, 1926A/4 to A.C.I.C., (R) BERWICK, FURY, OBDURATE.)

Hedgehog Intend sailing CHESTERFIELD from Lough Foyle
Bomb Trials. at 0800A/5 for rough weather Hedgehog bomb trials 
CHESTERFIELD. to northward and westward of Irish Coast.

CHESTERFIELD will report her P.C.S. as necessary. 
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1627A/4 to C. in C. W.A. )

Mining.
Rosyth. A.M. Q.Z.S. 175 and 152 searched to a width of

li cables each side centre line. A.M. Q.Z.S.317 
and Inch Keith Gate channel searched to a width 

of li cables. Above are the latest searched approach channels to Rosyth.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 1508A/4.)
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4.12.1942.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

U-Boats.

Am over enemy S/M in 060° 17’ N. 05° 48’ W.
Enemy was sighted on surface and observed to 
submerge.
(A/C ’T ’ of 692 Sqdn., 1034/4 to 18 Group.)

Have attacked enemy with depth charges.
(A/C of 692 Sqdn., 1034/4 to 18 Group.)
Enemy U-Boat position 060° (?17’) N. 05° 48' W., course 220°,
10 knots.
(A/C B9XT, 1149/4.)
Am engaging submarine 043° 01', 013° 39', 6 miles astern of 
convoy (K.X.7). Submarine sighted on surface 125°, course 
and speed 260“, 10 at 2226.

*(KRAKOWIAK, 2320A/4 to C. in G. W.A.)
* -  $
U/B Their Lordships consider that the attack by
assessments. Hudson aircraft N. of 269 Squadron on 5th Oct.

1942, sank a U-Boat. U .& iX .  *■ o i + y j
*(W.D. Note. Presumed 58.38 N. ?long. (about 23 W.))

2. They also consider that the attack by Liberator aircraft H
of 120 Squadron on 12th October probably achieved the destruction 
of a U-Boat. u .5 a j* ££?-**, ei \ < n * L - o l L L k j + $  )
W.D. Note: ?57.29 N. 27.49 W. >*. jr*t> S * 'N .  x i e i ‘ w .
3. They request that Their congratulations may be conveyed to
those concerned with these successes. 0 0 ,
(1st S.L. , 2041a/ 4 to A.M. , (R) H.Q.C.C. )* 4.__ M  5 i « .

War Diary.

U-Boats
attacked.

Navigational.

Traffic on river Clyde east of Port Glasgow is 
restricted to fog.
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 1215A/4 to Admty.)

Casualties and Defects.

My 1114Z/3. Tow has parted for 4th time. Now 
towing at 2.5 knots. Position 56“ 38', 10“ 39' 
course 116“. Suggest tug may be despatched 
forthwith.

(PINK, 0041Z/4 to C. in C. W.A.)
PINK'S 0041Z/4. Request you will sail NORTHERN SKY as 

soon as possible to relieve PINK and tow barge to Belfast. 
Trawler should embark any additional towing gear that may be 
available.

(C. in C. W.A., 1220a/4 to F.O.I.C. N.I.)
Have handed over tow at 2300 to BATTLEFORD in 69®

298“ Inishtrahull. Am proceeding Londonderry,
(PINK, 2321/4 to C. in C. W.A.)

AMBRC§3E Necessary to delay sailing of AMBRC^E PARE owing
PARE. to adjustments found necessary to 12-pounder gun

mounting.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 1016A/4.)

Clyde.

Raft with 
A/C.

/ROSEDEANE
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War Diary.
4.12.1942.
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Casualties and Defects - Contd.

ROSEDE^NE. Salvage ROSEDE/NE grounded near Hawthorne Point

Seaham Harbour.
(Smith, West Hartlepool, 1135/4 to Admty.)

NEWFOUNDLAND. Consequent on a fire in the early hours of 3rd 
urni/rwt. December damage has occurred to wiring and 

instruments after end of bridge. Possible

Received at 2040 from MANCHESTER EXPORTER. Require tugs 
to stand by.
(Port Patrick Radio, 2140/4.)

Belfast. K.B.82 was in collision with unknown 
ship. Probably no damage to self. Anchored 
near Tate. Impossible to proceed. Send Pilot. 
(Port Patrick Radio, 2209/4.)

Shipping and Convoys.

2. Request report of reason for reduction and whether speed can 
be restored to 14 knots before vessel sails in W.S.25.
(D.S.T., 0113A/4 to D.S.T.O. Avonmouth.)

O.N.S. 150. Sailed WINCHELSEA to overtake O.N.S. 150.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 0845A/4.)

Harbour Admty. letter D.019490/42 of 1st October. Request

effect on completion is being investigated 
(W.P.S. N.E. Area, 1205/4 to Admty.)

AEGINA. Sailed Rescue Tug C HEIR BOURGEOIS III to assist 
Merchant Vessel AEGINA broken down in 50° 22’ N 
05° 46* W.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1251A/4.)

MANCHESTER Intercepted at 2037 from MANCHESTER EXPORTER. 
EXPORTER. In collision in Bangor Bay, starboard side

stove in.
(Port Patrick Radio, 2139/4.)

K.B. 82 Received at 2109 G.M.T. de K.B.82 Naval Control

W.S.25,
MATAROA

Continuous speed of MATAROA has been reported as 
13.7 knots. Reduction below 14 knots is most 
serious as this speed is required for ships 
included in convoy W.S.25.

Launch 
No.1723

harbour launch No.1723 may be sent in convoy J.W 
51 (51A) (sic). 2. Crew will be provided by 
Russians and British crew should not be sent. 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1032A/4 to Admty.)

/K.X.6A. • • •
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War Diary. Friday.

K.X. 6A.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Your 0830A/3. Arrived.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 1037A/4 to N.O.I.C.
Belfast.)

Admiralty's 1720A/27. Sailed DRANGEY. E.T.A. Milford 
Haven 1600A/5.
(N.O.I.C. Belfast, 1743A/4.)

O.N.C. 151. My 0921/1. Amend (l) time of sailing to 
1915A/4.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 1100A/4.)

O.N. 151. Intend to sail VANSITTART 1500A/4 for Lough 
Foyle to fuel and overtake O.N. 151 in accord
ance with C. in C. W.A. 1636A/3. E.T.A.
0400A/5. S.O.A. Q.Z.S.215 20 knots, then 14 
knots.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1104A/4 to Cdre.Londonderyy)

K.M.F. 5. Adrnty. 2000/lst.
Cl) S.O. ARGUS.
(2) A/S escort from Clyde Capt. (d ) 19 in

LAFOREY, S.O., LIGHTNING, WESTON, WELLINGTON, FOLKESTONE, 
TOTLAND, GORLESTON, WAVENEY.
(3) Request escort may arrive Greenock by p.m. 10th.
(C. in C. W.A., 1254A/4.)

CADDO. Have you any news of CADDO (U.S.) due Reykjavik 
2nd Dec. from Key West.
(D.T.D. , 1628a/4 to S.O.ff.) Iceland.)

S.C.L.110. S.C.L.110 arrived 1600Z/4.
(C.T.G. 24.6, 1734/4 to C.T.F.24.)

T.A. 29. 
(QUEEN

ELIZABETH)
My 1016/3. Sailed. Add 13 hours to all times. 
Codeword "Conifer".
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 1758A/4.)
(D.S.T.O. Greenock, 1825/4.)

S.C. 110 
LORNASTON.

Your 1155Z/4. ' o '  portion is to proceed 
independently from (X).
Unless LORNASTON can carry out repair herself 
she is to proceed to Clyde.
(C. in C. W.A., 1833A/4 to ST. LAURENT.)

K.M.S. 5. Arrived Cardiff portion K.M.S.5 escorted by 
THALASSA.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock, 1846A/4.)

/H.X.217 ...
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4.12.1942.War Diary. Friday.

H.X. 217.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
FORT GIBRALTAR N.D. after bombs and nets carried away heavy weather damage.
MARWARSI steering defect and heavy weather damage 

FORT NORMAN deck cargo to be restowed. Heavy weather damage. 
PAUL H. HARFLAT (U.S.) straggler.
EMPIRE GOLD steering defect.
TEUCER straggler minor deck damage.
NASSA straggler minor deck damage.
All ships ex H.X. 217.
(? Origin, 1949Z/4 to Admty.)

K.X. 7. P.C.S. 044° 12’ N. 013° 34' W., 174°, 9. 
(MELBREAK, 2000A/4 to Admty.) . / x  & £

LADY OF 
MANN. It is desired to sail SS. LADY OF MANN with 850 

military personnel from Belfast to Liverpool on night 8tty'9th.
2. Request you will make arrangements and provide escort accordingly.
(D.0.D.(H.), 2005A/4 to C. in C. W. A. )

M.K.F. 4, 
CLARE. My 1452/30th. >

(1) CLARE is to proceed Gibraltar with SPEY,
ROTHER, SENNEN.
(2) Request CLARE may return with 44th group escorting M.K.F. 4.
(C. in C. W.A., 2215a/4 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry, 
N.C.X.F.)

M.K.S. 2A. Detach RHODODENDRON, HYDERABAD, HONEYSUCKLE, OXLIP at dawn/5 to Greenock at best speed. 
(C. in C. W.A., 2220a/4 to GERANIUM.)

P.S. 5, 
S.P. 5.

P.S.5 and S.P.5 are cancelled. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 2358A/4.)
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4 . 1 2 . 1 9 4 2 .  
F r i d a y .____

FOREIGN STATIOl'TS.

F o rc e  X.

H.D .M .Ls. 1 .  H.D.M.Ls a r e  b e in g  shipped in  K. M. S . 6  a s  
f o l l o w s : -
( a )  To Oran, 4  in  EMPIRE CONFIDENCE. 1 in

HAVILDAR. 2 in  MACHARDA.
(b )  To A l g i e r s ,  2 in  EMPIRE DARV/IN. 1 in  ALPHARD.
2 .  I n  a d d i t i o n ,  2 can be shipped i n  WELSH TRADER to  Bone and 1 
in  LEVERNBANK to  B o u g ie ,  b u t t h i s  w i l l  e n t a i l  th e se  sh ip s  c a l l i n g  
a t  A l g i e r s  o r  Oran to  o f f - l o a d  c r a f t .
3 . Your d e c i s i o n  as to  w hether th e  c r a f t  r e f e r r e d  t o  in  p a r a  2 
should be shipped as proposed i s  re q u e ste d  by 6 th  D ec.
4 .  Hoped to  ship th e  rem ain in g  3 c r a f t  in  K .M .S .7 .
(D .N .C .X .F .  0 1 0 0 A /4  to  N .C .X .F .  (R) Admty. D o f  S . T . )

K .M .S .4 .  Route from p o s i t i o n  ( g) th rou gh  37 72  109 ( 3 5 . 5 2  N

n e c e s s a r y  t o  w aste  tim e do so to  eastw ard  o f  0 0 9 °  W.
2 .  L o c a l  e s c o r t  w i l l  jo i n  p .m . 7 t h  Dec. as  a rra n g e d  by F .O .C .N .A .  
When th ey  join*TA Y,XWEAR, WOODRUFF, ^CROCUS and S.O . Minesweeping  
F . 1 5 t h  a r e  t o  be d etach ed  w ith  G i b r a l t a r  S e c t i o n  T. * * * - - / *  / 3 / .
3 .  L o c a l  e s c o r t  c o n s i s t s  o f  VENOMOUS ( S .O . )  WIVERN, VELOX, 
FLEETWOOD, ( ? )  BADDECK, ALBERNI, ( ? )  BUDE, PORT ARTHUR, VILLE DE 
QUEBEC. D e s t i n a t i o n  o f  e s c o r t  A l g i e r s .  €  JU.
4 .  Oran ammunition c a r r i e r  w i l l  be d etach ed  i n  p o s i t i o n  109 afr^ 
0900A /9  l o c a l  e s c o r t  b e in g  p ro v id ed  by F .O . in  ch a rg e  Oran.
5 .  A rrangem ents f o r  sh ip s  p r o c e e d in g  to  p o r t s  e a s t  o f  A l g i e r s  
w i l l  be s i g n a l l e d  l a t e r .
6 .  F i g h t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  p r i o r i t y  2 codeword " H o r a t i u s " .
7 .  F . O . I . C .  Oran p a s s  to  C G 1 2 th  A F .

(N .C .X .F .  0 9 0 1 A /4  to  TAY. E s c o r t  K .M .S .4 .  F .O .C .N .A . (R)
C ap t. S . 8 .  F . O . I . S .  Commodore F- Cdre. A l g i e r s .  F .O . I .C .  
Oran. E a s t e r n  A re a .  E a s t e r n  Command C G 1 2 th  A F .  A.O .C. 
G i b r a l t a r . )
Your 0 9 0 1 A /4 .

( 1 )  24 hours w i l l  be wasted e a s t  o f  9 w e st.  K .M .S .4  w i l l  p ass  
0 3 6 °  0 0 ’ N 0 0 7 °  12* W a t  1 2 0 0 A /7 .  Route from p o s i t i o n  ( ? )  G w i l l  
be s i g n a l l e d  l a t e r  to  F .O .C .N .A .
( 2 )  By 0 100A /8  e s t i m a t e  "F lo w e r"  c o r v e t t e s  w i l l  have 2 0 /  f u e l  
rem ain in g .
( 3 )  When l o c a l  e s c o r t  j o i n s ,  p rop ose  d e ta ch  5 c o r v e t t e s  in  
A l g i e r s  e s c o r t  t o  G i b r a l t a r  a t  b e s t  speed to  f u e l  and to  
( c o r r u p t  group) rem ain in g e s c o r t  w ith  convoy u n t i l  th e y  r e j o i n .  
P ro p o se  d e t a c h  G i b r a l t a r  s e c t i o n  o f f  Europe P o i n t  e s c o r t e d  by
3 m inesw eepers.

(S .O . 3 0 th  E s c o r t  Group. 2 3 3 3 A /4  to  N .C .X .F .  (R ) F .O .C .N .A .)

K .M .F .4  A.M. 2 0 0 0 /1  p a ra  8 .  Amend ray 1 4 1 3 / 2  p a r a  4  to
e s c o r t s .  read K .M . ( ? F ) .4  ocean  e s c o r t  ( ? r e i n f o r c e d )  by

uhu#*-/* a y  6 F .O .C .N .A . Add new p a r a  5 M .K .F .4 .  L o c a l  e s c o r t  
 ̂ v i 7 as  f o r  o ce a n  e s c o r t  o f  K .M .F .4 .  On p a s s in g

G ib ra  11a'r#QUIChvMATCH andtfREDOUBT a r e  to be r e l i e v e d  by*ERNE and 
ENCHANTRESS who w i l l  e s c o r t  convoy to  0 4 3 °  n o r th  and r e t u r n  to  
G i b r a l t a r .  C. in  C. W.A. i s  re q u e s te d  to  r e i n f o r c e  e s c o r t s  when 
ERNE and ENCHANTRESS l e a v e .  $ t . l  ,*g  *  1 ! '  AW*.
( 2 )  P a r a  3 d e l e t e  ENCHANTRESS. /  1 <
( N .C .X .F .  1 101A /4  to  F .O .C .N .A . C. in  C. W.A. (R ) S . O . I . S .  
N .O .I .C .  Oran. C dre. A l g i e r s . )  See a l s o  A l g i e r s  1649A /4  
(M e d ite rra n e a n )  1 1 0 1 A /4  amended see 1 9 2 0 A /7 .

0 0 .4 0  W) 34  100 th en ce  A l g i e r s .  A d ju s t  speed o f  
advance to  p a ss  Europa P o in t  a t  0 1 0 0 A /8 th .  I f

/C A L P E .. .
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War Diary
4.12.1942
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Force X - Contd.
My 1134/30. (re 3rd and 6th Destroyer Flotilla 
at Gibraltar; Why has CALPE not yet joined Force H? 
When OALPE joins S.O. Force H is requested to 
send Fleet Destroyers to Algiers for Force Q.
(N. C.X.F. 1215A/4 to F.O. Gibraltar Force (R)
S.O. Force H. S.O.I.S. C.S.12. Cdre. F.)

l obtained) Convoy M.K.S.3X will now be routed
/ ** (?so that) Oran section will join off Oran 1000A/7,

to pass Gibraltar 1600A/8 direct to U.K. Details following.
F.O.C. Gibraltar Force report names of ships for inclusion.

(N. C.X.F. 1522/4 to F.O.C. Gibraltar Force. F. O.I.C. Oran.
(R) Cdre. Algiers. Admty.)
Cdre. Algiers is requested to sail convoy M.K.S.3X at 

1600A/5 routed through 38.18 N 01.26 E. 38.18 N 0.48 E. 37.57 N 
0.22 E. thence through 109 93 50 78 57 lettered A to H B, stragglers 
route as convoy route.
(2) Ocean route 36.10 N 10.00 W. 38.28 N 15.00 W. 40.28 N 17.02 W. 
43.45 N 17.50 W. 51.10 N 17.11 W. 54.30 N 13.45 W. 55.26 N
08.31 W lettered P to V  to G for stragglers.
(3) Algiers section escorted by ROCHESTER, LEITH, ̂ ERNE,
SCARBOROUGH/°&T0RK, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA. y ^  - x.

^(4) Oran section R/V in position 109 at 1000A/7. *“*“ •'* l<" '/ j{
(5) Gibraltar section and ocean escort*TAY,-*WEAR, ARDROSSAN, 
DUNBAR, LYME REGIS, WORTHING, joining in position 57 at 1600A/8.
(6} COREOPSIS and JONQUIL form part of ocean escort.
(7) On relief by ocean escort local escort proceeding to
(8) First two letters of convoy W/T call sign QVY 
19) Codeword"Cockatoo,,.
(10) Fighter protection priority 2 in Algiers sector.

(N.C.X.F. 1630A/4 to Cdre. Algiers. F.O.I.C. Oban. V.A. 
Gibraltar. (R) Capt. S.8. A.O.C. E.A.C. Cdre. F. A.O.C. 
Gibraltar.)

S/Ms from F.O.S. 1102/2 (re 4 submarines of Home Flotillas

to Algiers where minesweepers will be retained in 
% ,y~ • accordance with my 1052/28. FAENDALE and^AVON
YALE will *be returned to Force H. If they have insufficient 
fuel to reach Algiers they should proceed to Oran.
(N.C.X.F. 1531A/4, 2226A/4 to V.A. Gibraltar. (R) Escorts of

M.K.S.3X. My 1350A/2 (no trace in W.R. repetition being

Gibraltar.

Home. at present stationed at Gibraltar.) Intend to 
employ these submarines for further patrol in 
Mediterranean.
(N. C.X.F. 1523/4 to Admty. (r ) F.O.S. C. in C. 
H.F. F.O.C.N.A. Capt. S.8.)

K.M.F.4 Your 1801/3. Additional escorts are to continue

K.M.F.4. )

/SCYLLA...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

4.12.1942. 
Fr Id ay.

Force X - Contd.
■*"SCYLLA 
ammunition 
for Algiers.

J im.* ! £.

Your 1118A/3 addressed S.O. Force H.
Am embarking following (details)
Your 1120/3, mines have been obtained.
Request you will confirm that charges not required. 
(SCYLLA 1622A/4 to N.C.X.F. (R) V.A. Gibraltar.
S.O. Force H. C.S.12.)

Salvage Oapt. Ellsberg U.S.N. has arrived Algiers.
Officer. Americans propose that he should be designated as

Chief Salvage Officer, "Torch" Area, by C. in C. 
Allied Forces and attached to my Staff. Duties 

would be (A) Direct salvage and repair operations incidental 
thereto in area exclusive of those at Gibraltar.
(B) Organise and supervise salvage facilities other than those 
at Gibraltar.
(C) Distribution of salvage equipment to meet priorities 
established by N.C.X.F.
(D) Recommend priorities to N.C.X.F.
(E) Plan for salvage in ports of advanced areas now held by 
enemy.
2. The services of this very experienced and successful Salvage 
Officer will be invaluable and I should be glad of very early 
Admty. concurrence in the arrangements proposed above.
(N.C.X.F. 17 30A/4 to Admty.)

LADY Your 1517Z/21 (providing of A/S escort for LADY
DENISON DENISON PENDER) Prospective early return U. S.
PENDER Atlantic Fleet 5 Des. and 3 A.M. temporarily

assigned this Command will leave 8 173 foot 
escort vessels each mounting one 3 inch gun for 

local patrol and escort plus 8 110 foot sub.-chasers suitable only 
for inshore patrol. It is my understanding escort from this 
Command is to be provided for about two weeks French Moroccan 
area only.
(S.N.O.C.A. 2045Z/4 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.C.N.A.)

Consider revised orders should now be issued as 
regards French warships, merchant ships and 
aircraft. Intend issuing following in "Torch" area. 
2. All French warships, merchant ships and 
aircraft should now be regarded as friendly unless 
they commit hostile acts except:

(A) Ships which are evidently emerging from or making for Axis 
controlled French Ports or Axis Ports. Such ships are to be 
directed to Ports under our control, force being employed if 
necessary.
(B) French warships or merchant ships encountered north of 
Latitude 40° north.
(N.C.X.F. 2105A/4 to Admty.)

Policy
towards
French
ships.
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I4..12.191I.2.
Friday,

FOREIGN STATIONS,

B.T.3.

Movements,

North Atlantic.

E.T.3. E.T.A. 0715AAth. ̂ ROBERTS, WIVERN, 
BRILLIANT, FLEETWOOD, ENOHANTREES and French 
Escort^BOUDEUSE in company. Request Gate at 
0950A. Your 11+53A/3 received, acknowledged. 
(VENOMOUS 0035A/1+ to F.O.O.N. A.) .* /-/.y «

Arrivals*SCYLLA, VELOX,VERITY. *
(F.O.C.N.A. 0806A/1+ to Admty etc).

Arrival p.m./3rd H.M.T.ARCTIC RANGER. 
(V.A.C.N.A. 101+2/1+ to Admty).
Departure P.51? 1530.
(F.O.C.N.A. U+07A/1+ to S.O.P.IMPERIALIST) .

*B.A.Ts 
L.C.Is.

S.B.N.O. W.A. 2152Z/23rd Nov. O.N. 1838Q/1 
NJAU 1830/1. Request you will confirm route 
and present estimation P.0, and S.

* (v .a Ic .N.A. 1011A/1+ to S.B.N.O.W.A. (R) Admty).
' Confirmed (S.B.N.O.W.A. 111+2Q/1+) See A.& W.I.

EXE,CITY 
OF
EDINBURGH.

4

CITY OF EDINBURGH not met. Am searching on line 
01+0.degs and 220,10. on either side of position 
038.26 N. 013.32 W. Request any further 
information.
(EXE 1115Z/1+ to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty).

To facilitate escort Il/ V  report your 
P, C. and S.

(F.O.C.N.A. 1537A/1+, to CITY OF EDINBURGH 
(R) Admiralty;.

Your 1115Z/l+th. Continue search to north westward. CITY 
OF EDINBURGH has been ordered to report P.C. and S. Air 
co-operation arranged.

(F.O.C.N.A.1555A/L+ to EXE (R) Admty, C. in C.W.A.).

WILLO^DALE. My 221+0/3.(2240/30 intended underwater examin
ation of SS. WILLdKDALE), ship was port side 
to jetty at Seville.
(V.A.C.N.A. 111+2A/1+ to Admty (R) N.C.X. F.,B.N.A. 
Madrid).

/p ■
My 1350A/2nd (feT. l H W SS.). STORK is to part 
company and (?enter harbour) on leaching Gib. 
F.O.C.N.A. is requested to arrange examination 

of temporary repairs and sail STORK with M.K.S.3 (Y) if fitUM 
for passage to U.K.
(N.C.X.F. 121+3A/1+, to STORK, (R) ROCHESTER. F.O.C.N.A.Cdre. 
Algiers, Cdre.F.).

STORK.

yf.Ti.

BALSAMK.M.S.6.
K.M.S.6. Admiralty 1252/2i+th.Nov.(re exchange 
of BALSAM with Corvette of N.A.Command). Intend 
sailing BALSAM with K.M.S.6. to join your Flag. 
(C. in C.W.A. 1256A/1+ to F.O.C.N.A. (R) Admty etc

/B.A.TS.,,.
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Friday,

North Atlantic - Oontd.

Situation 1956A/4th.lB AT6.B.A.T.IO estimated 
32.0 1, 27.05, through 34.01, (?23).01 thence 
90 12.
(f .o .c .n .a . 1324A/4 to A.I.G.64).

NORD There are indications that tanker NORD
ATLANTIC. ATLANTIC is preparing for sailing.

(R.O.Vigo 1700/4 to S.O.(l) Gib.(R) Admty, 
for (D.N.I.) B.N.A. Madrid)

Mine. My 2240/50th. Nov. Mine similar to that
described in M.T.D. 1.94 with following 
differences (a ) 2 clamps instead of 3 (B‘) 1 

clock instead of 3 (C) One explosive compartment (32 pounds 
weight) instead of 2 overall length 44 inches.
2. Clock mechanism flooded and inoperative tail vane 
mechanism connected.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1802/4 to Admty (R) B.N.A.Madrid, N.C.X.F.J.

STURGEON Your 1745 (N. T . in W. R.) not to Capt.(s) 10.
p 5h l.S/Ms will sail for patrol as follows P.228,
P.228. 8th, P.54, 9th, STURGEON, 12th.

2.P.54 has new C.O. and should not he employed 
where A/S activity is intense.

3. STURGEON arrived 2nd after 22 days' patrol and has engine
defect. t v v
(Capt.S.8, 1930A/4, to N.C.X.F.(R) F.O.C.N.A., Capt.(S) 10).

-^-ROBERTS, 
damage.

ROBERTS 2237/18/ 1 1.(re damage to upper deck) 
Temporary repairs at Gib. for passage to refitt
ing" port will complete about 15th December.
(C.S^Gibraltar 1950A/4 to Admty).

REDOUBT, 
QUICKMATCH. 
1 - p . I'L.Jf.

E.T.A. 2100A/4th, QUICKMATCH in company. 
(REDOUBT 1951A/4, to F.O.C.N.A.(R) QUICKMATCH, 
EGRET).

K.M.S.4. Request you will sail A.S.I.Ship IMBER or
VANELLUS and V. S.I.S. BAALTONIA to
join convoy K.M.S.4. Destination both ships
Algiers. _  , .
(N.C.X.F. 2112A/4, to V.A.Gibraltar, (R) 
Escort of K.M.S.4. for Cdre.).

GRYFEVALE. V.A.C.N. A. 2000A/4, See 0250A/7.

FARNDALE 
AVON VALE.
L + .  J - 3  / " > -  £

FARNDALE and AVON VALE have insufficient fuel to 
reach (?0ran). Intend returning to Gibraltar 
E.T.A. 1000A/5th.
(FARNDALE 2232A/4 to F.O.C.N.A.(R) N.Cdre.X.F. 
EGRET. AVON VALE).

/IMPERIALIST___
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M E S S A G E  1326A/4th December,
WARNING: This is an unpairaphrased version of a secret cypher, pr confidential

and the text must first be paraphrased if it is-Ife«sential to to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.
Date 4*12.42.
Time 2056Fran F.O.C.N.A.

NAVAL. CYPHER S BY W/T & T/P.

Addressed A.I.G. 63.
Situation 2002,',/4,

ja/jNrJ:̂  o v i i u - i L j> u m u i o n ,  ^  ^Gibraltar 12. yy.
(2) KMS 4.TAY.7 Corvettes.. 4 Trawlers, 37 54 12 12 
to" (arrive in position 35 45 10 01 at 2(XXW5th tnenco 
Gibraltar 7. ;a.̂  \;ig
(3) H.M.S. DlNBAR,one merchant ship, 35 47 09 26 
to Gibraltar 11,
(4) EXE,one merchant ship,estimated 37 17 11 57
through 36 01 09 59 to Gibraltar 10. ay.
(5) KX 7,feAK!0Wl AK,BLSASD ALE?MELBREAK, H. M. S.
LAUDERDALE,43 34 13 35 173 7. * * * 3 4 5 6 7— A*'13
(6) U.S. Convoy, (land craft), 34 01 19 19 through 
34 01 15 01 thence Dabai 10.
(7) ARCTIC RINGER,off Tarifa to R/V one merchant 
ship off Horn and escort direct to St. Vincent.

1326A/4
Advance copies sent Duty Copt.D.O.D.(H)

D.T.D.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S.(F)(2) 
A.C.N.S.(T) h.k • 1st S.L. 
Capt. Pirn. D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D.(F)(2) .Duty Capt. (2) 
U.S.N. (3)
D. A/S W.
Hd. of M. D.D.I.C.(2) 
l.P.(2)

W.IT.D.T.D. (M) 
D.T.D. (3) 
D.T.D. (C)
D. of P. (2) 
D.M.S.Ad. Blake. (2) 
Ad. Ramsey (4)
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to p^s&aSoifSsjfoeGBiBtish  or A llied  Government S e r i e s .

MOST SECRET 1820//4th December

Date 4/1^/42 -
From F.O.C. North A tlan tic . Rood. 2015

^ _______________Naval Cypher S by W/T________________________

Addressed A .I.G .65.

IMPORTANT

S ituation  2004//4th.

1. CUF 2, 35 00 32 53 292 13.

2. BUTSER, 22 54 22 09 through 20 01 21 01thencel69 9.

3. I ta l ia n  R epatriation  Tanker TAIGETE, 22 36 34 38 
through 23 29 31 48 thence 73 9.

4. Cable Ship, one Traw ler, 24 14 18 27 37 1.

5. H ospita l Ship ATLANTIC, 17 04 19 56 004 degs. 13.

1820//4.

Advance copies Duty Captain
D.O.D.(H)
D.T.D.

V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (H) 
A .C .N .S .(F )(2 ) 
A .C .N .S .(T )
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Captain Pim 
D.O.D. (F ) (2 )

•B.O.D. (F ) (2 )
I .T .D . (3 )
D.T.D. (M)
D .T.D ,(C )
Duty Captain (2 ) jW .S .lU S ) 

*B.A./S.W.
Hoad o f M.
D.D. I.C . (2 )I .P.  (2)
W.Hr
D. o f P. (2 )
D.S.D.
Admiral Blake (2 ) 
Admiral Ramsey (4 )
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War D i a r y .
U .1 2 .1 9 U 2 .
F r i d a y ,

FORE I  GIT STATIONS.

N o rth  A t l a n t i c . -  C o n td .

IMPERIALIST A r r i v a l  1 9 5 0  IM PERIALIST w ith  S S .  NORTH DEVON 
NORTH DEVON. fro m  H o r n i l l .

(F .O .O .N .A . 22U3A/1+ t o  Admty (R ) N .C .X .F . ,  
F .O .C .O r a n ) .

U /B . Am o v e r  enemy S/M  in  3 6 .2 5  N. 0 .5 5  W 
r e p o r t e d  on s u r f a c e  on c o u r s e  1 5 0 ° ,  
k n o t s .
(A /0  G /S  TR1R, 2 3 4 6 /4  to  G i b r a l t a r ) .

. f i r s t  
s p e e d  6

S o u th  A t l a n t i c .

D a k ar  A d m ir a l ty  0 0 4 5 A /4 . S e e  A m e ric a  & W est I n d i e s ,
n e g o t i a t i o n s .

FROBISHER. A r r iv e d .
( N .D .I .C .D u r b a n  0 3 4 4 Z /4  t o  Admty e t c ) .

W .S .2 U . A r r iv e d  QUEEN OF BERMUDA, ROTHERHAM, NEPAL,
NORMAN e s c o r t i n g  W .S .2 4 .
(N .O .I .G .D u r b a n  0 5 1 8 Z /4  t o  Admty e t c ) .

^PHOEBE, 
M. L s .

*  i ~ -  Jo.

M .L s .272,  244  l o s t  to u c h  d u r in g  th e  n ig h t  an d  
a r e  no  lo n g e r  i n  com pany.
(PHOEBE, O65O Z A  t o  B .N .L .O .W .A . e t c )

R o u te  in g  
o f  s h ip p in g  
th ro u g h  
F .O .C .W .A f ’ s  
A r e a .

A

C. in  G .S .A ’s  1 5 5 0 / 2 / 1 2 .  I  am i n c l i n e d  t o  th e  
v ie w  t h a t  r o u t e in g  o f  s h i p s  th r o u g h  t h i s  a r e a  
s h o u ld  b e  k e p t  a s  f l e x i b l e  a s  p o s s i b l e  an d  t h a t  
p r e d e te r m in e d  l a n e s  o f  s h ip p in g  s h o u ld  b e  
a v o id e d  u n t i l  su c h  t im e  a s  a i r  an d  s u r f a c e  
c o v e r  i s  s u f f i c i e n t  to  w a r r a n t  u s e  o f  c o a s t a l  

r o u te  on e i t h e r  s i d e  o f  A t l a n t i c .  U - B o a ts  p o l i c .  i s  t o  
s e a r c h  f o r  t h e s e  l a n e s  an d  when one i s  fo u n d  i t  i s  u s u a l l y  
to o  l a t e  e f f e c t i v e l y  to  d i v e r t  s h ip p in g  w hich  i s  som ew hat 
c o n c e n t r a t e d .  I  t h in k  i t  i s  b e s t  t o  a c c e p t  r a i d e r  m enace 
an d  s p r e a d  s h ip p in g  a s  w id e ly  a s  p o s s i b l e  o v e r  th e  a r e a  
r e l y i n g  on d i s p e r s i o n  and i n d i v i d u a l  d i v e r s i o n  a c c o r d in g  t o  th e  
in f o r m a t io n  a v a i l a b l e .  L o s s e s  w ou ld  n o t  b e  p r e v e n t e d ,b u t _t o  
a c h ie v e  g r e a t  s u c c e s s  U -B o a ts  w ou ld  h av e  t o  a p p r o a c h  t e r m in a l  
p o i n t s  w here th e y  c o u ld  b e  c o u n t e r - a t t a c k e d .  $ ie n  s u f f i c i e n t  
an d  lo n g - r a n g e  a i r c r a f t  an d  some h u n t in g  f o r c e s  becom e 
a v a i l a b l e  I  b e l i e v e  th e  c o a s t a l  r o u t e s  s h o u ld  b e  a d o p t e d .  
(F .O .G .W .A . 1 0 5 9 Z A , t o  C . in  C .S .A .  A d m ty).

/ P e r s onne l . . . .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Oontd
Personnel 
Ships, 

■^ALCANTARA.
ALMANZORA and JOHAN VAN 0LDENBAR1 LT will he 
ready to leave Capetown for U.K. _th Dec.
Ships will he escorted to Freetown hy ALCANTARA 
Personnel can he embarked on escorted basis 
provided onward escort to U.K. is available.

Request your remarks. D. of S.T.'s 1519/2 refers.
2. ALCANTARA on arrival Freetown will he available to augment 
anti-blockade runner patrol in your area.
(C. in C.S.A. 11030/1+, to F.O.C.W.Af. (R) Admty, D. of S.T.).

Your 1103C/!}.. 9* ASTURIAS will be available as ocean 
escort to U.K. but has no R.D.F. In view of S/M position and 
impossibility of providing A/S escort it does not appear 
advisable to embark escorted numbers unless absolutely necessar 
(F.O.C.W.Af. 1757ZA to C. in C.S.A.(R) Admty,D.S. T.).
Reply. Admty 22U1A/5. *  ^

West Africa In view of conversations with Admiral Glasfurd, 
policy. U.S.N. should be grateful early indication of

Please see A.H.Q.W. A's A.I69 T.0.0.17U0Z/1 Dec. to Air Min. 
(Opsum for 2k hrs) If fighter Squadrons are diverted it seems 
likely Hastings Aerodrome would be available to Navy and would 
fulfil all naval air requirements in Freetown area. Komenda 
when second runway completed could accommodate G.R.Squadron as 
well as naval requirements A.H.C.W.A. concurs.
(F.O.C.W.A. 12U5ZA to Admty).

CLEANTI1IS, B.L.C.C. CLEANTHIS reports having been circled?
suspicious by merchantman type vessel of 20 knots from 2100

North West.
(C.S.A.Lourenco Marques H4.5O B A  to S.O.(l) 
Capetown, S.O.(I) Kilindini, Admty).

Arrival !+th December.
(S.O.(l) Freetown 1511ZA to Admty, N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst).

Admiralty policy as regards command and directio 
of Naval Operations in West Africa. My 1833/26 
November refers.i t U V  C  Ui U O  i  X O l  v7i O t

(F.O.C.W.A. 1225Z/U to Admty (R) N.C.X. F.). 
Reply: Admty 0202A/7.

Aerodromes. My 1833/26 November (re decision reached by
West Africa War Council concerning matters 
arising out of operations in North Africa).

ship to 2315/23rd November. Vessel disappeared to

NORTHERN
DUKE.

Admiralty Message 13l8AAth to F.O.C. West 
Africa. NORTHERN DUKE intended as escort to 
convoy leaving Pointe Noire about 8th December 
is available at Pointe Noire if required.
(F.O.C.W.A. 1631ZA to C. in C.S.A. (R) Admty, 
B.N.L.O.W.A.) .

/Lourenco.



MOST SECRET.

War D ia r y .
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i+. 12 .1942 .
F r id a y .

S o u th  A t la n t i c  -  C ontd .

L o u ren co  P ro lo n g e d  c lo s u r e  o f  L ou renco  M arques would
M arqu es. ca u se  s e r io u s  d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  m a in ta in in g  c o a l

s u p p lie s  to  M iddle E a s t  and o th e r  a r e a s  w hich we 
a re  a n x io u s  t o  a v o id . R eq u e st you w i l l  do 

e v e r y th in g  p o s s ib le  to  en su re  c o a l  t r a f f i c  b e in g  m a in ta in e d  a t  
r e c e n t  l e v e l s .
(A d m ira lty  1713A/U to  C. in  G .S .A .(R )  G .S .A .L o u re n c o  M arques 
0 .  in  C. E . F . ) .
R e p ly : -  0 .  in  C .S .A . 1 2 2 1 / 5 ) .

T r a n s f e r  o f
S . o ( i ) ,

II

Your 2 2 0 5 /2 2  and 314.55/30 November. DESPATCH n o t 
a v a i l a b l e .  M. o f  W .T. i s  com m u n icatin g  w ith  
M r .S h c r t la n d s . R e q u e st you make n e c e s s a r y  
a rra n g e m en ts  d i r e c t  w ith  l a t t e r .
(D .O .D .(F )  1731+aA  t o  S . O . ( l )  M o n te v id e o ).

COPINSAY. D e p a rtu re  U th D ecem ber 1800Z H .M .T . COPINSAY. 
(N .O .I .C .T a k o r a d i 1 8 0 6 Z A  to  Admty e t c ) .

BREDON,
INKPEN,
INDIAN
STAR.

Your l6 0 1 Z A t h  (N .T . in  W .D .) . INKPEN d e ta ch e d  to  
c o n t a c t  and e s c o r t .  My p o s i t io n  1 8 0 0 Z A th  
015.1+2 N. 0 2 0 .0 0  W. 1 6 9 °  1 0 . R e q u e st f i n a l  
d e s t in a t io n  f o r  BREDON, INKPEN, and INDIAN STAR 
may b e  com m unicated.
(BREDON 1 8 1 7 Z A  to  F .O .I .C .W e s t  A f r i c a  (R )
N .O .I .C .B a t h u r s t ) .

T .S .2 6 .  A r r iv a l  Zj.th D e c . TAMARISK, COMMANDANT DETROYAT,
SOUTHERN GEM w ith  T .S .2 6 .
( S . O . ( l )  F reetow n  1 8 5 7 Z A  to  Admty, N .O .I .C . 
T a k o r a d i) .

CROCUS 
a t t a c k  on 
U /B ,

IT .L s . c o n s id e r  t h a t  you r a t t a c k  on a U -B o at on 
O c to b e r , 191+2, p ro b a b ly  a c h ie v e d  i t s  

d e s t r u c t i o n .2 .  They c o n g r a tu la te  CROCUS on h e r  
s\ic c  0 s  s
(D .A /S .W . Approved 1 s t  S .L .2 1 0 7 A A  to  CROCUS);

4 in ® /"  I H -

—  / > .  / 0 B 0 .
CO



MOST SECRET H i

WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1215C/4th Dec. IN.
From: 0. in C.S.A., Rate 4.12.4a

Reed: 1321.

Naval Cypher M by W/T.

Addressed: ships in Area Q of South Atlantic 
Statio n, Admiralty, Cbmmodore in Charge Durban. 
N.L.0 Port Elizabeth N.L.O. East Eondon

R.A. West Africa.
IMPORTANT.

H.M.S,^JiOANTARA,about 033° 35* South 
027 ° 40f East to Simons town. j—  j o . n o  ■

030-
038° 44' East (?7) ( ’ knots)

P. 552,026'-’ 25' South 011° 35' gast to 
( ’ 028°) 20' South 012° 00' East and 031° South 
015° East 9 knots.

1215C/4.
Advanee to sen tD u ty ,C a p t., 

D.O.D.tF) J.T.R. ,
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to ogts^dg ^ i t i s h  or A llied  Government Servjj^es.

£pST SECRET 1247Z/4th December

From F.O.W.A.F.

_______  Naval Cypher M by W/T

Date 4/12/42 
Reed. 1733

Addressed A.I.G .150. , orwV7
S ituation  at 200QZ.

2 Motor Launches escorting o f f  Freetown to  
Marshall Is .  6.

H.M.S. ASTURIAS,00 57 19 38 to  00 35 South 19 43 
thence to  270 degs. (?14 ).

LADY ELSA, WELLARD, AlfrlC EXPLORER, 05 40 19 20 
064 degs. 9. *

PICT, about 06 15 11 20 to  Marshall Is .  9.

(?ST. W ISTAN),escorting about 06 12 13 35 300 7.

H.M.S. HYDRANGEA, e s co rt in g ,05 (?02) 11 58 135 12*.

yS ST. LOMAN, SPHERE, STELLA POLARIS. I&BER, end 2 
Motor Launches, with S.T. 45 , 03 36 ( ?10) 37 to  02 40 09 
30 thence to  083 degs. 9.

FANDANGO, BARFOSS, 04 09 08 24 to  Marshall Is .

H.M.S. NORWICH C ITY,escorting 03 39 01 51 to  
Takoradi 9.

HOLCOMBE,with OF 9, 03 30 08 32 307 14.

H.M.S. ST. ZENO, H.M.S. NORTHERN DAWN, H.M.S. 
COVENTRY CITY, H.M.S. MAGNOLIA, BARBRAKE, escorting, 
about 01 59 South 08 08 East to  Pointe Noire 5£.

H.M.S. CORINTHIAN,007 degs. 51* South 004 degs. 22* 
259 dogs. 1 U .

^  H.M.S.'*PH0EBE,*D*ESTIENNE D*0RVES, F.S. COMMANDANT
#R0G0U, 000 degs. 12 * 004 degs. 33* East 307 degs. 11 

knots. *

2 M.Ls. about Equator 005 degs. 01* East to  Takoradi

1247Z/4.
V.C.N.S, D .O .D .(F )(2 )
A.C.N.S.(H ) D .T.D .(3 ) Hd. o f M.
A .C .N .S .(F )(2 ) D.T.D.(M) D .D .I.C .(2 )
A .C .N .S .(T ) D .T.D .(C ) I .P . (2 )
N.A. 1st S.L. D .C.(2 )
Captain Pirn U.S.N. D. o f P . (2 )
D .O .D .(H )(2 ) D-A. /g ™ ^ ,n T  T f ^

Adv. copies 
D. C. ,

D .O.D.(F) 
D.T.D.

D.M.S. •
D.D.O.D.(C)
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War Diary. 1+ . 1 2 .1 9 4 2  
Friday,

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Medit errane an,
Toulon,
Marseilles.

R/C of Toulon 1300/3. Vessel 150 feet long 
now lying alongside STRASBOURG. Dry dock 
containing 2 S/Ms has been pumped out and S/Ms 
appear intact. ALGERIA and two "Suffren*' class 
cruisers still burning.

One tanker in Baie de la Seyne has steam up.
Marseilles 3 Dec. One tanker has sailed. Four small M/Vs 
arrived and three small left. Movement of vessels in port 
continues including one 380 foot liner to dry dock.
(P.R.U. Benson, 0 3 3 5 A  D.D. I.C., 1030A/U to N.C.X.F. etc).

Enemy Units. Following has been read by Malta. P.C. and S.

P.C. and S. of 2.enemy destroyers 32.57 N . , 12.35 E. 270° 
15 knots.
(A/C call sign ARB Duty B. 051+1B/1+).

capacity of dock insufficient.
3. Intention is to carry out sufficient repairs and strengthen
ing to enable ship to be towed to Gibraltar. Work will be 
carried out at Oran, estimated time 3 or 4 weeks after arrival 
there.
1+. Ship cannot be moved to Oran until draught (?decreased) 
by removal of weights. This now in hand.
5. Full details follow by air mail.
(S.O. Force H., 0857A/1+ to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O. Oran, Admty. 
VINDICTIVE. MANXMAN, V.A. Gibraltar).

of one merchant vessel 32.58 N . , 12.21 E. 
180° 9 knots.
(A/C call sign ARB Duty F. , 0A+12B/U).

P.1+5
./if. t

Proceed forthwith to patrol position 037° 1 6 ’ 
010° 1+0 ’ .
(Capt. S.10., 0501A/U to P.1+5 C.S.15th Subs, on 
Patrol N.C.X.F., Capt. (S) 8. C.S.12th).
My 0501/1+th. Move 3 miles 270° from ordered -“ ion.

Capt. (S) 8. C.S.12th).

. S.10., 111+5A/1+ to p.i+5 (R) N.C.X.F.)

position 17 (?39) and 100 E.T.A. 1700A/l+th Dec. 
(S.O. Force H. , 0711A/1+ to N.C.X.F., Cdre. 
Algiers (R) F.O. Oran, Cdre. F. V.A. Gibraltar, 
Capt. (S) 8, C.S.12, Capt. (D) 6).

Malta
Movements.

J L

Arrivals WELSHMAN, M.T.B. Nos. 262, 266, 315, 316. 
(V.A. Malta, 081+6A/1+ to Admty. C.in C. Med.,
C.C.F. ) /> ru>

MANXMAN MANXMAN now at Mers el Kebir will not be in 
safe condition to tow to U.K. until hull made 
(?watertight) by patching. Ship must be docked 
for this: cannot be docked at Oran since lifting

Arrivals 3rd Dec. fflJRWORTH, SOUTHERN ISLE#,REDWOODMovements
Alexandria

T.L.C.17
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

4.12.1942.
Friday.

Medit erranean—  L<rK./f:.
Movements, T.L.C.17» 9, H 3 »  13> L.C.M^J.12. Departure 3rd
Alexandria. Dec. PROTEA, KINGSTON CRYSTAL, T.L.C.106,
Contd. SAKTOURIS, G. S.

(S.O.(i) Alexandria, 0914B/4 to Admty. C. in C. 
Med).

Reinforcements A. Your 1536/3 Dec. (Hush N.T. in ?V.D.) Will do 
for Force X. everything possible to help.

B. Three Elco M.T.Bs. have reached Malta. Order 
them where you want. I am afraid VIENNA has 
not right spare gear but they can do a few days 

and then return Malta for overhaul or replenish torpedoes.
Am sending five more to Malta. Draw on these as you wish. Will 
send Captain Coastal Forces to Malta.
C. Will place all my submarines at S.10s disposal but two 
should be stationed on east Tunisian Coast. Either TAKU or 
TURBULENT must complete a projected operation while on passage. 
Details of submarines available for you later.
D. 821 Albacore Squadron now in Malta. 826 Squadron now moving 
to Benghazi can be used to back it up as R.A. F. require.
Appears hopeless for point of view of maintenance personnel and 
stores to send any to your area^ in any case they appear well 
placed at Malta.
E. Am informing S.10.
(C. in C. Med., 0952B/4 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. V.A. Malta).

RORQUAL Am keeping RORQUAL at Malta pending decision
minelaying. where laying is to take place.

(Capt. S.10. 0955A/4 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C.
Med., Capt. (S)l).
Your 1202/2nd. (N.T. in W.R.) It would be 

preferred that mines should be laid south of latitude of 
Cani Rock on Bizerta route. Request you will give RORQUAL 
discretion to lay as he (?thinks) best after study of the 
situation. Mines to be within 5 miles of Cani Rock if laid 
north of 37.20 or between 10.00 and 10.15 W. , if south of that 
latitude.
(N.C.X.F., H53A/4 to Capt. S.10 (R) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta).

L.C.T. Tact. Your l810A/3rd Request you divert L.C.T.
to arrive Jijelli dawn 5th.
(N. O.I.C. Bougie, 1006a/4 to N.O.I.C. Bone 
(R) R.A.F. Jijelli N.O.I.C. Philippeville, 
A.O.C. Eastern Air Command etc).

Force H. Your 1239A/2nd Dec. para. 2 following are
Mers el objections to which some weight must be attached
Kebir. at present though in time they will disappear.

(A) Pending completion of net defence, ships in 
harbour are inadequately protected against under-

w&tsi* stitsiftlc#
(B) Until such times as night fighters are available protection 
of fleet against night air attack will be poor.
(C) Coastal batteries are still in French hands.

/ ( D ) . . .
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"/Force H. 
Mers el 
Kebir. 
Contd.

Mediterranean—
(D) In bad weather period not more than (?3) 
heavy ships and 3 cruisers could berth safely 
unless berths on inner mole were available.
(E) Until W/T station ashore can handle all 
outward traffic presence or absence of fleet 
from Mers el Kebir must always be known (?to)
enemy.

(F) So long as priority given to unloading personnel and store 
ships may on occasion deny or limit use of port by Force H 
Mers el Kebir cannot be entirely suitable as fleet base.
2. For prolonged use improved base facilities would be required 
including (a) Victualling store ship (b) Canteen (c) 
Recreational facilities (d) Improved mail arrangements 
(e) At least another power tug.
(S.O. Force H., 1027A/4 to N.C.X.F.)

Air R/C. Forenoon visuals Dec. 4th.
1. Naples. 3 battleships 4 cruisers.
2. Taranto, 3 battleships.
3« Messina. 5 cruisers, 5 destroyers.
1 merchant ship leaving 1 merchant ship stopped, 
outside harbour.
(V.A. Malta, 1049A/4 to ORION S.O. Force K. etc).

~^Force H. 
movement.

Sailing (?4th) E.T.A. Gibraltar O63OA (?Zero) 
hour at Gate 0800A/6th Dec.
(ii) Request arrangements may be made to take 
3 destroyers in hand for boiler cleaning on 
arrival. (iii) F.O.C.N.A. acknowledge.
(S.O. Force H. , 1101A/4 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) 
N.C.X.F., F.O.I.C. Gibraltar).
Force H leaves Mers el Kebir today and proceeds 
eastward subsequent arrive Gibraltar daylight 6th. 
(Capt. S.8. , 1140A/4 to 8 S.F.)

P.42 My 1535/2. Proceed from K to R/V M.L. at 0801A/5 
Dec. in 036° 00' 014° 03’ whence you will be 
escorted into harbour. You are not to be south of 
036° 00’ before R/V is made. Gozo Light N.W. 
sector will be shown from 0400A until 0600A/5 Dec. 
(Capt. S.10., 1114A./4 to P .42 (R) V.A. Malta,
C.S. 15, ORION, M.L.3., Com. M.S.)

Situation Brief Sit. Rept. Western Med., 1958A/4th S/Ms. 
excepted.
1. EGRET's convoy K.M.F. 4 passes" Europa Point
2200A/lst routed 70.86, 109,34 100 12-g-. Oran 

section is detached in 109 during daylight 5th (?.) ^QUICKMATCH 
■^REDOUBT, TANATSIDE being detached to Gibraltar subsequently 
rejoining (?.)/0BAN, CL ACT ON 7ALDENHAM) FARNDALE, AVON VALE 
part company daylight 5th and off Gibraltar. C—_ /o.t

* passed intended. X i r b A N f F  JXtf* X# 7 zW AJ-eT

/2...
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NG: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
tnicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

Addressed Ships & Authorities in Area "G1**

Submarine situation Western Mediterranean 2000A I+th.
(i) H.M.S.,P.222,038 does. 50* North 007 doss, 1*9* East

(ii) H.M.S. TRIBUNE*038 docs. North 002 docs# k2f 
East throuch 135 Oape Palos 10 and 180 Cape de Qata 10 to 
Gibraltar 11 knots,
(iii) H.M.S, URSULA.0^3 decs. 35* North 007 decs.
East course 230 decs, 8 knots,
(iv) H.M.S. P.51*036 decs. 24* North QOij. docs, khf West 
throuch 130 Oapo do Gata 135 Gape Palos 5 thence X)65 decs. 
8 knots. l ^ _  ̂
(v) H.M.S. TIGRIS,within 20 miles 38 01 North 07 30 East.

Advance oopy sent Duty Captain, D.O.D.(H)

Duty Captain (2). 
D.D.I.Ou ( 2) „
D, of Plans (2.),
D,A/S,Wo
H o a d  of M,

1138A/^th December
MOST SECRET
Prom Captain (S) 8.

M E S S A G E

Date !{., 12.1;2. 

Reed. 3J+56A.
NAVAL CIPHER (3) BY W/T

JMEEMt g.

to eastward 11 knots. yA /3 > H + l

(vi) All submarines divine by day 2-f knots, surfaeinc as
stated.

113&A/U

I.P#(2).
A r?m -f van i U o m  3 n \ r  l Ji l

abd
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Mediterranean.,crK/T; -
l~ A * /~t> ~  /»• / 3  4  .Situation. 2. BICESTER, VSCSSeY, QUEEN EMMA sailed Algiers

Contd. 2000A/4th routed 87«3o to Phillipeville 20.
3. M.K.S. 3 (X) Bone section FELIXSTOWE, 
ROTHESAY, MARIGOLD, POLRUAN, BRIXHAM, 037° 05' N. 
004° 09’ E., routed 10 miles N. of Bengut thence 

Algiers 6. *  K  /*£Aoy nL
A n M.K. S. 3 (X) ROCHESTER, LEITH, ERNE, SCARBOROUGH, STORK, 

"COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA,sail Algiers 1200A (corrupt group) 
routed 100 1*4.17 035° 52’ N., 000° 40’ W., 93.50 78 (?57) - 
7i. Oran section R/Vs in 035° 52’ N., 000° 40’ W., 1500A 6th.
5. T.E.7 A. ALARM ,* CADMUS, LORD HOT HAM, 037° 07' N. , 006°
17* E. , routed inshore to Bone 7. *• j k
6. 7 and 8. Safe conduct ships. ■ '
(N.C.X.F. , 1129A/4 to S.&.A. area G).

Add to my 1129A/4th new para.
(ix) Force H operating to North East of Oran turning W. to 
arrive Gibraltar at 0630A/6th and new para.
(x) LEONIAN escorted by NASTURTIUM, LUNENBURG sailed Oran 
p.m./4th for Algiers.

(N.C.X.F., 1712A/4 to A. I. G. 262).
9  'i f u -  & O L- (>■ l3i

Cositrep Air. 4. Night 2/3 Dec* Albacores from Malta
No. 6 13. successfully attacked escorted southbound convoy

two merchant vessels off Kerkenna Islands. 4 
torpedo hits. Ships left burning.
5. Malta 'Wellingtons bombed Docks at Tunis and 

Bizerta. Both operations hampered by cloud.
6. Enemy aircraft bombed Tobruk Harbour. One shot down by 
A.A. fire. Wellingtons and Halifaxes intruded against 
Heraklion, aerodrome of returning enemy bombers, starting 4 
fires. Low cloud prevented observation damage.
(C. in C. M.E., 1235B/4).

Arrival p.35, departure PORPOISE.
(V.A. Malta, 1327A/4 to Admty. C. in C. Med., 
Capt. S.l. N.C.X.F.)

Arrivals 1030Z BOMBAY, 1332Z DAUNTLESS.
(Gdre. Aden, 1401Z/4 to Admty. C. in C. Med., 
F.O.C. Red Sea Force, S.O's (i) Kilindini, 
Colombo, Bombay).

Intend to sail for E.T.5 R/V l400A/6th, 99 SS. 
OCEAN VALENTINE 11 knots. M.H. 85 D/F 
L.T.S. FOREST 10 knots. M.H. 87 D/F LTS to 
Algiers for onward routeing to U.K.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie, l430A/4th to S.O.I.S. (R) 
Cdre. Algiers N.O.I.C. Bone).

P. 35,
#-PORPOISE. 
^ l*-*—  ̂ 4 • H +-1

Aden
Movements.

E.T.5

/CELENO...
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GELENO
(Italian).

Enemy Units

Following has been read. 2 enemy destroyers one small 
merchant vessel and 3 E-boats position 36° 57' N., 10° 28’ E. 
course 235° speed 10.

(A/C using call sign FAUD 1512A/1+).
Following has been read. P.C. and S. of 2 enemy merchant 

vessels 1+ E-boats, 3 minesweepers 37° O' N., 10° 30' E. 180°
5.

(A/C using call sign FAUE 1515A/4).
Following has been read. P.C. and S. of enemy destroyer 

37.25 N., 10.05 E., 220° 25, one minesweeper 37° 15' N., 10° O' 
E. 090° 5.

(A/C using call sign FAUE, 1520A/1+).
Following has been read. P.C. and S. of one medium sized 

enemy merchant vessel 37° 20’ N., 10° O' E., course 235° speed 1
(A/C using call sign FAUD 1525A/1+).
P.C. and S. of 2 medium-sized merchant vessels one 

destroyer two E-boats 37.26 N., 10.1+7 E. 080° 8 knots.
(Aircraft using call sign FAUD 1535A/1+).
P.C. and S. of one enemy destroyer 2 medium sized merchant 

vessels and one E-boat position 37.55 N., 11.00 E., course 060° 
speed 10 one E-boat position 37° 50’ N. , 11° 30’ E., course 
180° speed 20.

(A/C using call Sign FAUE 1550A/1+).

Friday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Reported B.3 CELENO may arrive here from 
Constanza Dec. 5th to Dec. 6th N.L.O. Black Sea 
informed.
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1U32C/1+ to S.O.I. Med).

Following has been read. P.C. and S. of one 
enemy merchant vessel and one enemy war motor 
boat 32.55 N., 13.12 E. stationary.
(A/C using Call Sign FCLM 11+1+5B/U).

Rafts. Following received from Wick Radio addressed
Admiral Lyness. Intercept at 11+50 G.M.T. from 
Alexandria W/T addressed all ships. (Begins) 
Three rafts position 33° 1+6’ N. , 12° 02’ E. 
remainder unread.
(A.C.O.S. , 1550/1+ to Admty).

-^WELSHMAN,
destroyer.

My 1500/1+th to C. in C. Med. , Fleet only. 
WELSHMAN and 1 fleet destroyer sail from Malta 
for Alexandria at about 1500/5th routed through 

3° 22’ N. , 011+° 005’ E. N N 032*position MM 035{
20’ N. , 019° 50' E., thence 15 miles off 

Cyrenaiean coast to 0 0 032° 50' N. , 023° 15' E. P P 032°
25’ N., 023° 1+0* E. thence direct to Alexandria searched channel. 
Speed 20 knots.2. Fighter protection codeword "Bosom” W/T call sign B A Z.
C. in C. Med., pass to air authority.
(V.A. Malta, 1559AA to C. in C. Med., (R) F.O. 15 C. S.etc).

/12 C.S
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean. - Contd
12 C.S On completion of your sweep tonight return to 

Bone. Fighter protection has been arranged from 
1st Light.
(S.O.I.S., 1606A/4 to C.S.12).

V

Augusta,
R/C.

Messina, Visual Dec. 4th. 1145 Messina, 5 cruisers still 
present, 3 E-boats. Augusta 7 E-boats 6 probably 
arrived yesterday.
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 1618A/4 to C. in C. Med., 
N.C.X.F. , etc).

Officer each serial report E.S.O. on arrival.
(2) 5% baggage party each serial remain on board.
(3) All ranks F.S.M.O. and will march 10 miles to bivouac 
and then live hard, no transport.
(4) Arranged for petrol cookers available.
(5; Speed vital.
(Cdre. Algiers 1649A/4 to S.O. Escorts of Convoy K. M. F. 4. (R) 
Escorts of K.M. F. 4.)

Sweep by C. in C. Med. 0952/4. Request you will sail
M. T. Bs. M.T.Bs as soon as convenient to carry out sweep

(2) E-Boats are known to operate in this area and in the 
vicinity of Galita Islands.
(3) It would assist if C.C.F. could fly to Algiers for 
(?conference).

(N.C.X.F. 1700A/4 to V. A. Malta, (r ) C. in C. Med.
5.0. 1.5. C.S.12. N.O.I.C. Bone.)
Your 1700/4. The 4 M.T.Bs now here will if possible be 

ready to sail p.m. Tuesday 8th otherwise Wednesday.
(V.A. Malta 2150A/4 to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. Med.
5.0. 1.5. C.S.12. N.O.I.C. Bone.)

M.T.Bs. Motor torpedo boats 265 and 307 leave Alexandria

leaving 4000 gallons fuel at Ras al Hil<H.
(F.0. C. Coastal Forces 1709B/4 to M.T.B. Advance Base (r )
N.O.I.C. Malta, F. O.C. 15th C.S. , A.I.G. 72, V, 10. H. Q. , R. A. F. ,
M. E. ) , / t

My 0952/4th Dec. para. (B). 4 M.T.Bs. have reached Malta
and 4 more will be sent. My 0926/4th Dec. (N. T. in W. R. ) 
was drafted last night and is modified by my 0952/4th.

(C. in C. Med., 1736B/4 to N.C.X.F. , (R) Admty. V.A.,Malta).

in Gulf of Tunis and off Bizerta and arrive 
Bone at daylight.

Malta,
Benghazi

1400/5th arrive Ras al Hilil 0700/6th by Seaward 
Route S. of A. 25 knots. Constant W/T watch 
on 425 k/cs. Code word ’'Solar*'. They are to be
sailed on 7th to Malta. After their arrival 
at Malta transfer advance base to Benghazi,

/P.222. ..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

k. 12.191+2.
Friday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
P. 222

1 tp/
A

Your onward route through (1) 038° 26' 009° 
06’ (2) 01+0° 18' 013° 10 * further orders will 
be signalled.
(Capt. S.10. , 17*40AA to P. 222 (R) N.C.X.F. 
Capt. S .8 S/Ms on patrol).

TISZA 
(German).

My 16210/3 (Re Harbour tug flying German flag) 
T u g ’s name TISZA: expect to sail for Piraeus 
Dec. 5th B A .
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 17U5C A t o  S.O.(l) Med., S.l)

ABBEYDALE No.7 Port Wing tank damaged in fouling sunken
wreck Oran Harbour. Consider dry docking 
necessary to make good repair. Ship now under 
orders proceeding Gibraltar, presumably for 
necessary repairs.
(ABBEYDALE, 1801A/4 to Admty. (R) Force H . ,
F. O.C.N.A, B.N.L. 0. Oran).

Algiers 
Sitrep 30 
dated 3rd 
December.

1. Naval. U.G.S. 2 being berthed Casablanca; 
conditions reported crowded.
6. Air. On night 3/U-th Dec. Bizerta docks 
and shipping were bombed from 20,000 ft. by 18 
B.17s dropping k5 tons of bombs.
Hits observed on 2 vessels canals and docks. 
(Algiers, 1 8 0 1 Z A  to Abfor). See also E.A.G., 
2230 A .

Operation D Day 6th Dec. time zone either side 2. N.O.I.C.
"Quadrangle Port Said is to sail convoy M.W.15 (AMERICAN 
A". PACKER and OZARDA) for Malta at 1*400 D day,

escorted by l*|th M. S. F. routed by Alexandria 
inshore route to "Home" thence through "Warm"
10 miles North of "Rum" 5 miles North of "Bend" 

thence "Trouble" "Blow" "Chop" "Egg" below X 035° 00’ N . ,
021° 0 0 ’ E. Y Y 032° 27’ N. , 019° *+Q' E. , and Z Z 035° 22'
N. , 01*4-° 05' E.
2. Anticipated S. of A. 10 knots.
3. ORION *4. Hunts are to join M.W. 15 at 0700 D plus 3 and 
provide escort to Malta.
*4.. A t h  Minesweeping Flotilla is to be detached at position 
Y Y and is then to act as ordered by S.O. Force I.
5. ORION report intended movements between leaving M.E.11 
and joining M.W. 15»
6. Force K is to be at 1 hour’s notice for sea from 1200D 
plus I until otherwise ordered by R.A. Malta.
7. Air authorities are requested to arrange necessary fighter 
and A/S protection, R/C and air striking forces to cover the 
operation.
8. Fighter protection codeword for convoy M.W.15 throughout 
is "Siren".
9. N.L.O. will not be embarked in merchant ships.
(C. in C. Med., 1 8 5 8 B A  2110B/6 to N.O.I.C. Malta, H. Q. ,
R.A.F. , M.E. , etc).

/Malta,
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Friday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Malta
Intelligence 
Summary 
2000A/3 to 
2000A/1+.

R/C sweeps. 
(3) Strikes.

Naval. On 2nd Dec. H.M. Sub. P.35 gunned and se 
on fire a small M/V approx. 1100 tons south 
of Kuriat?. She has now returned to Malta with 
nine G.A. F. personnel and one German army who 
had a few hours before been rescued by the vessel. 
They were from a Ju.52 bound from Tripoli to 
Trapani which they stated had run out of gas.
(2) Enemy air activity. Confined to two small

Night 3/1+ Dec. Wellingtons bombed Sicilian 
aerodromes to cover approaching Malta convoy. 29,000 lbs. of 
bombs dropped on Catania. Hits claimed on runway, dispersals, 
and perimeter tracks. 16,500 lbs. on Comiso. Hits claimed on 
middle of aerodrome and fire started. 12,000 lbs. on Gerbini 
results obscured by haze. Albacores torpedoed two M/Vs 
3,000 tons 350° Zuara 14+ miles course 130°. One M/V blown 
to pieces, second M/V left burning fiercely with strong list 
to starboard. Two Beaufighters on intruder patrols Eastern 
Tunisia saw no activity. Two 250 lb bombs dropped on railway 
between Sfax and Gabes. Two 250 lb. bombs dropped on 
Pantelleria aerodrome.
Day 1+. Beaufighters and Spitfires maintained protective 
patrols over Malta convoy approaching from East.
(Govr. Malta, 19103/1+ to Air Min. for Gen Eisenhower).

Air Report. Second Part A.70 1+ Dec. T.0.0.1915A/1+ Op. Sum. 
1800/2 to 1800/3.
1+ Hudsons carried out A/S sweeps 1 of them 
attacked large surfaced U-boat position 37°

15’ N. , l+° 1+5* or 15’ E. with 1+ depth charges of which 2 
straddled the U-boat. Hits also scored on C/F with Aircraft's 
foreguns. Approx. 1 hour after attack oil patch half mile in 
diameter seen, also small yellow (?raft).
(E.A.C. , No T.O. 0.)

1+. U. S.A. A. C. Report. 18. B. 17s escorted by 18 P. 38s 
attacked Bizerta Harbour at 101+3 hours from 20,000 feet, in 
8/10 cloud. K.180 500 lb. bombs dropped. Hits observed on 2 
of 6 or 8 ships in port. 2 or 3 groups of U-boats also seen. 
Increased heavy flak.

(E.A.C. 2230A/1+) •

Supplies for When empty merchant ships have left Malta
Malta. propose to load up the 1+ fastest to ensure

supplies for the Island being built up at the 
earliest possible moment.
(C. in C. Med., 1920B/1+ to Admty. (R) V.A.M. 
393 P.S.T.O. Middle East D.S.T.)

Algiers
movements.

Algiers arrivals, ASHANTI, from the west, 
JJepartures yesterday, third, QUIBERON to the 
west,today AURORA, ARGONAUT,^ESKIMO and TARTAR 
to the east. * QUEEN EMMA,-^WHEATLAND, and 

^BICESTER to phillppeville. *
(Cdre. Algiers, 21 36A/1+ to Admty (R) N.C.X.F. , 
F.O.I.C.) X . 13

/Malta.
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Mediterranean - Contd
Malta
C.S.R.i+th
Dec.

Night 3/1+th Dec. Beaufighter dropped 2 250 lbs. 
11 seconds delay bombs on Pantelleria airfield 
Delayed action prevented observation of 
results.
Day i+th Dec. Following action was taken to 
protect approach of convoy from east. 0345 hours.

first patrol of 1+ Beaufighters was airborne and convoy was 
located 0536 hours 220 miles south east of Malta. A total of 
8 further Beaufighter sorties was flown over the convoy. At 
1110 hours 1st Spitfire patrol found the convoy and continuous 
patrol over convoy was maintained in showery weather by a 
total of 28 long range Spitfires and 4 short range Spitfires.
By 1612 hours convoy had been safely escorted to 75 miles 
south east of Malta and no attack was attempted while under 
our fighter protection. (?0928 or 0925) hours 16 enemy 
fighters approached Malta at great height and in spite of 
partial R.D.F. interference were intercepted north of the 
island by 8 Spitfires enemy fighters who had height advantage 
turned back refusing combat. A.A. fired pointer rounds.
1352 hours, 1+ Spitfires Airborne to intercept 6 Me. 109s that 
approached Malta at great height. Enemy aircraft although 
having height advantage avoided combat and returned to Sicily 
A.A. fired pointer rounds. 12 Spitfires carried out reconnais
sance patrols for enemy shipping and aircraft N. and W. of 
Malta 1+ Spitfires on offensive R/C of Lampedusa made no sightings 
(A.H.Q. , Malta, 21k5Z/k* 2227/k).

P.219, No torpedoes remaining. Estimate 2 hits on ships
R. of P. bound Cagliari night 29th Nov. one possible

position 260° Marittimo 30. My P.C. and S. 039° 00’ N. , 012° 
00* E., 030° 10 knots.
2 Supply vessels 1 destroyer 2 E-boats P.C. and S. 038° 12’ 
011° 1+5’ 01+5° 8 knots at 1707/1+th.
(P. 219, 2213A/I+ to Capt. (S) 10, (R) Capt. (S) 8 LONDONDERRY).

If patrol position proves to close in for charging,you 
should withdraw to 210 Carina point 15 which is recommended by 
TURBULENT.

(Capt. S.10. , 22J+5A/1+ to P.219).

p.i+3 Retire 30 miles N.W. and make situation report.

S/M Patrols. (1) Your li+50/19th Nov. addressed Admty. not

concerned would be sailed with sufficiency of spares and 
personal gear for transfer without prejudice to patrol efficiency 
(2) Your lll+3/i+th Dec. para. 2. P.212 and P.22+7 will be ready
for patrol from Monday 7th and seem suitable reliefs for P.217

hit southbound convoy night 1st Dec. 1 possible 
hit 5300 tons escorted merchant ship course 
and speed 250 10 knots, at 0918/1+th in

We are not having success against important
'*■ southbound shipping approaching Tripoli and 

Bizerta. I welcome proposals. Return patrol 
line by dawn.
(Capt. S.10. , 2213A/U to P.i+3).

to Capt. (s) 1 and Capt. (S) 8. Ref. para. 3» 
If this is intended in near future subs

^\and P. 219(Capt. S.10 2315A to N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. Med 
V.A. Malta, Capt. (S) 1 Capt. (S) 8). /E

P.0. C. N. A* $• f

/Enemy...
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FOREIGN STATIONS

M ed ite rra n ea n , -  Contd,

Enemy U n its  P .C . and S. o f  2 d e s t r o y e r s  2 m erchant v e s s e l s
3 8 .5 5  N. , 1 2 .3 0  E . , 0i+5° 10 .
(A /C  C /S GHNT, 2330/1; t o  A ir  H. Q. , M a lta ) .

Q/M s i t u a t i o n  P .3 7 »  P .U 3. Le 350° S m i l e s  from
2 0 0 0 A /l;th . Cape S t . V it o  5 m ile s  B iz e r t a .

2» P .2 1 7 . P .2 1 9  p r o c e e d in g  from  w est o f
1 i M a rittim o  t o  p a t r o l  a p p roa ch es  t o  N a p le s .

3* P . U5 in  a p p roa ch es  t o  T un is and B iz e r t a .  .j 3 :j.
1;. P .2 2 2  in  p o s i t i o n  038° 1;0* 008° 0 0 ’ E . p r o c e e d in g  t o  p a t r o l

th e n c e  t o  038° 1+0* 008° 0 0 ' th en ce  t o  G ib r a l t a r  sp eed  o f  advan ce  
165  i n  21; h o u r s .
(C a p t . S . 1 0 . ,  2335A/1; t o  R .A .1 2  C. S . )

in  my 0 0 0 5 A /ls t  n o t t o  F .O .C .N . A . ,  From B. to
• '3 *  038° 3 9 ’ 008° 0 1 ' a t 0100A 7 th  th e n ce  as

o r d e r e d  by C ap t. (s) 8th  Sub. 2 t o r p e d o e s  
c a r r i e d ,  d a i l y  advance 165  m i le s .
(C a p t . S . 1 0 . , 2359A/1; t o  C ap t. (S )  8 th  S .F . (R ) 
N. C .X .F . , C. in  C. M ed ., S u bs , on  P a t r o l  
F .O .C .N .A . ,N .0 . I .C .  M a lta ) .

o f f  N a p le s . S—
r*5. PORPOISE 0 3 6 6 1 0 ' 013° 3 0 ’ r o u te d  a s  in  my 0 0 0 5 A /ls t  t o  G.

Aib m,.* y

-^PORPOISE PORPOISE s a i l e d  1300A f o r  G ib r a l t a r .  R oute as
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f ir s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to  
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

Submarine s itu a tio n  2000A ipth. H.M. Submarine
P*37, H,M, Submarine P.£j-3>H,M, Submarine P,^8, on p a tro l 
lin e  350 degs, fou r m iles from Gape St. (2 corrupt groups) 
to  f iv e  m iles apart,

(2^ H.M, Submarine P.217, H.M. Submarine 219,
proceeding west o f  Marettimo to  p a tro l approaches to  
Naples.

(3 ) ' H.M, Submarine P.I4.5 in  approaoh to  Tunis and
B isorta ,

(k ) H.M. S/M P.222 in  p o s it io n  038 dogs, ij.0* 00S
degs. 00 ' East proceed to  p a tro l o f f  Naples,

(5 ) H.M.S, PORPOISE 036 degs. 10* 013 dogs. 30*
routed as in  my 0005A 1st to  G thence to  038 degs. 1+0*
008 degs. 00f thence to  G ibraltar speed o f  advanoo 165 in  
2I4. hours.

Advance copy sent Duty Captain, D.O.D. (P ) .

A.O.N,S. (F) ( 2) .  
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Captain Pirn. 
D.O.D.(H) (2 ) .  
D.O.D.(P) ( 2 ) .  
D.D.O.D. ( m) ,
Duty Captain ( 2 ) .  
D .D .I ,C ,(2 ) ,
D. o f  Plans (2 ) .  
D.A/S.W.
Hoad o f  M,

2335A/5>4th Deoombor
140ar SECRET ME S S A G E

Prom Captain (S) 10, Date 5 . 12 . 14-2.

NAVAL CODE (L .2 ) BY W/T
Reed. 1735.

2335AA

D.T.D.VM).
P .0 ,8 , by courier 
Admiral Ramsey (I4.),

by courier
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East In d ies .

B.P.61 Departures LISMORE,MADRAS, with B .P.61.
(S .O .( l )  Bombay OO5OZ/I4., to  Admty, F .O .C .R .I.N , 
S .O .( l )  Colombo, e t c ) .

Proposed
A/S
Operation

Your 1511C/3. My present destroyer fo rce  
con s is ts  o f  HOTSPUR and Two "Hunts'*, the la t t e r  
being quite unsuitable fo r  extended operations 
with a C arrier.
2. I t  is  not th erefore  p oss ib le  to undertake

the operation proposed in your para.3 . u n t il  some long range 
destroyers are a v a ila b le . The proposal w il l  then be further 
considered i f  Admiralty confirm  that th e ir  evidence supports 
your suggestion.
(C. in  C.E.F. O8H4.Z/U to C. in C .S .A .(R ) Admty).
See a lso  0712Z/6.

Diego N .O .I.C .D iego Suarez O85IZ/3 December. In
Suarez addition  to  blowing up o f  No.i+ mine lo o p ,

Propose these 3 mine loops should be re la id  by SPINDRIFT and 
MANCHESTER CITY p r io r  to the lay in g  o f  the C .M .fie ld  at 
Saldanha Bay.
MANCHESTER CITY should complete r e f i t  at Durban on 5th December. 
(C. in  C.E.F. 091UZ/U, to  Admty (R) C. in  C.S.A. Cdre.Durban 
N .O .I.C .D iego Suarez).
Reply: C. in  C.S.A. 1308C/5 Admty 20I+5A/5.

U .S .Forces. A.M. 1137/27. Follow ing changes in d isp o s it io n  o

P a c if ic  area. INDIANAPOLIS, NASHVILLE, At Pearl Harbour, 
MEMPHIS At San Juan.
(D.O.D.(F) 102UA/U to  C. in C .E .F .).

U/B A.M. l8U5/9th July, (a ) E.F.j>. (b) 16th O ctober,
assessment. . ( c )  TUUP, (d) 023.21+ N. 065.13 E. (e ) H, (g ) N il.

(a) E. F.1+, (b )* 8th October. (c)*ACTIVE. (d)

in appearance to  NARWHAL Class. -# J'lyq 4—-.A/- ^ 7
(2 ) With r e f .  to  s e r ia l  E.F.1+. Appreciate that th is  encounter 
took place o f f  E .I .S ta t io n  but since report forwarded to

M in efie lds. numbers 5 and 6 were recen tly  damaged by one
o f  H.M.Ss. Thus large gap now ex is ts  in  centre 
o f  m in efie ld .

TT £1 T? ay)o fx  q t tj r* i  *fM r*

RICHMOND,At C allao , INDIANA, COLUMBIA, South

003.28 S. 017.05 E. (e ) C .^(g) U/Boat sim ilar
„  T.T A V» T* 'TT A T  ^  '  d  C . / .  ^  A .  -  -  L

("t -X — /I  TH TH n  ̂  n  n o  r tn  C't'm +■ Vi QJ3 ■hoo-n included.

Rangoon
bombed.

C. U .S .A .A .F .report 6 L iberators bombed Rangoon 
night 29/ 30. 1 m issing.
(A ir  H.Q. India 1138Z/1+).

Japanese U/Bs. Estimated p o s it io n s .
(C. in  C.E.F. 1320Z/U, to  E .I .S t n .) .

/R a id e r . . .
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East Indies - Contd.
1.RAMSES en route Kobe to (?Germany) via Batavia 
Ioterce-oted by H.M.Ship and scuttled in position 
025.1+6 S. 099.05 E. on '28th. . 78 German survivors 
Also 10 Norwegians ex AUST probably sunk by 

raider E in April and ex KATTEGAT by raider H in May, both in
South Atlantic. „ 0, .2. CORTELLAZZO out-bound blockade runner intercepted by H.M.bhip 
and sunk in position 500 West of Finisterre on 1st.
Tanker ANTARKTIS reported departed Vigo 30th.May be out-bound 
blockade runner. In-bound vessel almoBt (Certainly EMPIRE DAWN 
which was believed captured or sunk by raider H. or J. in 
South Atlantic during September has arrived La Pallice.
(C. in C.E.F. 1322Z/2+ to S.and A.E.I.Stn.).

War Diary.

Raider
Situation.

I
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A m erica  and W est I n d i e s .
R e f. J .S .M . 511 p a ra  5 n o t t o  F .O .C . W est A f r i c a  
o r  N .C .X . F. I t  i s  n o t  q u i t e  c l e a r  to  u s  w h e th e r A d m ira l G la s s fu rd  w i l l  now p ro c e e d  d i r e c t  to  D akar a f t e r  r e a c h in g  A ccra  o r  to  A l g i e r s .  I n  any c a s e ,  we co n c u r i t  i s  m ost d e s i r a b l e  t h a t  F .O .C . W est A f r i c a  sh o u ld  have an o p p o r tu n i ty  o f  t a l k i n g  th in g s  o v e r  w ith  him  a t  A cc ra . R e q u es t you w i l l  a r ra n g e  t h i s ,  i f  p o s s i b l e ,  and r e p o r t  a r ra n g e m e n ts  d i r e c t  to  F .O .C . W est A f r i c a .(M. B ran ch  0045A /4 to  B .A .D . (R) F .O .C . W.A. N .C.X. F . )

D akar
n e g o t i a t i o n s .

U .S . S/M Amend my 1 5 5 0 /3 .N o t ic e .  (Com inch 0 1 5 7 /4 .)

BARRIE Have b een  in  v i c i n i t y  (?C ape) S p e a r 0600Z, noST. CLAIR t r a c e  o f  ST. CLAIR o r  LADY RODNEY.LADY (BARRIE 0840Z /4  to  F .O .N .F . ( r ) C .T .U . 2 4 .1 8 .4 . )RODNEY.

CLAN My 1 1 4 1 /3 . F o u r m ore s u r v iv o r s  la n d e d  T r in id a d .MACFADYEN Amended tim e  o f  a t t a c k  2315 G.M.T.
(S .0 .( l .)  J a m a ic a  1046R /4 to  Admty. N. S .H .Q .)

L .C .I ( L ) s .  Y our 1 0 1 1 /4 . R ou te  o rd e re d  in  my 21 52 /2 3  Nov.i s  c o n f irm e d .
2 . My 1 8 4 2 /1  p a r a  1 . I t  was u n d e rs to o d  by C.O. o f  L .C .I ( L )  7 t h a t  R/V was o rd e re d  in  p o s i t i o n  3 1 .1 8  N 5 5 .5 8  W a t  1600Z/28 Nov. i n  en d e av o u r to  o b ta in  b e t t e r  w e a th e r .

3 . C o n s id e r  i t  p ro b a b le  t h a t  F l o t i l l a  h a s  r e jo in e d  r o u t e  o rd e re d  and e s t im a te  p o s i t i o n  a t  0001 Z /4 . D ec. a s  3 4 .4 5  N 3 2 .2 0  W.4 . L .C .I ( L ) s  a r e  h ig h ly  s u s c e p t i b l e  to  w e a th e r  and l a c k  o f  M e te o r o lo g ic a l  in f o r m a t io n  on r o u te  m akes a c c u r a te  e s t im a t io n  im p o s s ib le .
(S .B .N .O . W.A. 1142Q /4 to  F .O .C .N .A . (R) A dm ty.)

0 . N$148 U n le s s  th e r e  a r e  i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  U -B o ats shadow ingconvoy in te n d  d e ta c h in g  s h ip s  f o r  Wabana a t  1830Z/4 e s c o r te d  by GENTIAN and HEATHER.(C .T .U . 2 4 .1 .1 6 .  1208Z /4  to  C .T .F . 24. (R) Connav. e t c . )

ASKILDaground
. t lf .  4

My 1 6 0 2 /2 . ASKILD (N o r .)  ex  C .L .61 ag ro u n d  n e a r  Chance Cove, v i c i n i t y  Cape R ace , f e a r e d  t o t a l  l o s s .  2 men l o s t ,  r e s t  o f  crew  la n d e d .(N .C .S .O . S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . 1218Z /4  to  Admty. (R)N .S .H .Q . Connav. e t c . )

O .N .149 EMPIRE HEATH s t r a g g le d  i n  heavy  w e a th e r  and  n o t  incom pany. W eather r e p o r t .(C .T .U . 2 4 .1 .1 2 .  1301Z /4  to  C onnav. (R ) C .T .F . 24. Admty. e t c . )
O .N .149. T ask  U n it  No. 2 4 .1 8 .7 -  COLUMBIA (S .O .)  FENNEL, *DUNVEGAN, COWICHAN s a i l  S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . 1500Z/5 t o  r e l i e v e  you in  p o s i t i o n  4 4 .0 1  N 5 0 .1 9  W a t  1300Z /6 .(F .O .N .F . 1750Z /4  to  C .T .U . 2 4 .1 .1 2 .  ( r ) C. T. 24 e t c . )

/A .T .3 0 . .



MOST SECRET,
145

War D ia ry .
FOREIGN STATIONS,

4 .1 2 .1 9 4 2 .F r id a y .

A m erica  and W est I n d i e s  -  C o n td .
A .T .30. S a i l  A .T .3 0  to  a r r i v e  56° 2 0 ’ 09° 0 1 ' W 0900Z /13D ec. th ro u g h  fo l lo w in g  p o s i t i o n s .(P ) 3 9 .1 0  7 1 .3 0 . (Q) 3 9 .1 0  5 7 .4 5 . (R) 3 9 .4 54 4 .5 0 . (S ) 4 2 .3 0  3 0 .2 5 . (T ) 5 1 .1 0  2 5 .3 0 .(U) 5 7 .0 2  1 9 .2 5 . (V) 5 6 .1 8  0 8 .3 0 .

Chop 1 500Z /10 . F ig h t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  codew ord "D onkey".
( Connav 1 4 1 8 /4  to  U .S . P o r t  D i r e c t o r  a t  N.Y.(R) C. i n  C. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t ,  C .E .S .F . C .T .24 e t c . )

T .A .2 9 . N .O .I .C . G reenock  10 16 /3  ( r e  s a i l i n g  o f  T .A .29a t  0400Z /4  D ec .)  On a c c o u n t o f  E .T .A . H a l i f a x  and l a r g e  num bers to  be  d isem b a rk ed  Arny p ro p o se  to  em bark 1 1 th  and 1 2 th . R e q u es t im m ed ia te  r e p ly  g iv in g  l a t e s t  d a te  s h ip  c a n  be s a i l e d  t o  f i t  in  w i th  f u t u r e  program m e. (N .S .H .Q . 1446Z /4  to  Admty. (R) C .O .A .C . B .A .D .)R ep ly : Admty. 1730A /5.

IOANNIS IOANNIS FRANGOS ( G r . ) due Wabana fro m  O .N .S . 146FRANGOS n o t  a r r i v e d .
(N .C .S .O . S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . 1458Z /4  to  Admty. (R)N .S .H .Q . C .O .A .C . C onnav .)

NEWCASTLE S a i l  NEWCASTLE when re a d y  to  P ly m o u th  v i a  Bermudath ro u g h  P o in t s  ( j )  3 5 .1 0  7 0 .1 0 . (K) 3 2 .3 06 4 .3 4  th e n c e  sw ept c h a n n e l. Onward r o u te  (L ) 3 4 .1 0  5 1 .4 0 . (M) 3 4 .5 5  3 9 .4 0 . (N) 4 4 .1 0  3 4 .3 5 . (0 )  5 1 .3 02 9 .2 0 ? . (P ) 5 1 .1 0  1 7 .0 5 . ( q) 4 9 .4 5  0 6 .2 8 .
A d v ise  s a i l i n g  tim e and S o f  A. Com 5 p a s s  to  P o r t  D i r e c t o r  N o r f o lk  f o r  a c t i o n .
(C onnav 1 5 0 2 /4  to  P o r t  D i r e c to r  N o rfo lk . (R) C. i n  C. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t .  C .E .S .F . Com 5 e t c . )

WITHERINGTON WITHERINGTON r e p o r t s  a f t e r  e x p e r ie n c e  in  heavyg a le  s h ip  i s  n o t  c o n s id e re d  s t a b l e  and r e d u c t io n  to p  w e ig h t e s s e n t i a l  and r e q u e s t s  i n c l i n i n g  e x p e r im e n t. We c o n c u r  and in te n d  s a i l i n g  WITHERINGTON to  H a l i f a x  
f o r th w i th  f o r  i n c l i n i n g  e x p e r im e n t. C .O .A .C . r e q u e s te d  to  ta k e  n e c e s s a ry  a c t i o n  f o r  r e d u c t io n  to p  w e ig h t i f  r e q u i r e d .  Admty. B a t h 's  DO 2 6 8 7 /4 2  o f  13 M arch 1942 , n o t  to  a l l  a d d r e s s e e s ,  r e f e r s .  
(F .O .N .F . 1523Z /4  to  C .T .F .2 4 . C .O .A .C . N .S .H .Q . Admty.
C. i n  C. W.A. WITHERINGTON.)

U/B S/M e s t im a te  D ec. 4 th  and U .S . S/M N o t ic e .P o s i t i o n s .  (C . in  C. U .S . F l e e t  1530Z /4 , 1 5 3 1 /4 , 1 6 0 3 /4 ,1 6 0 4 /4 , 1 6 0 5 /4 , 1 7 5 9 /4 , 2 2 2 7 /4 .)

S .C .1 1 2  Y our 1513Z /3 (N .T . in W .D .)  c o n s id e r  t h a t  maximumo f  60 s h ip s  f o r  S .C .1 1 2  sh o u ld  n o t  b e  e x c e e d e d . 
(C .T . 24 . 1535Z /4  to  C .O .A .C . (R) N .S .H .Q . F .O .N .F . C .E .S .F . C o n n av .)

/A SK IL D .. .
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ASKILD 
^  Z3

America and West Indies - Contd.
ASKILD (Nor.) wrecked at Chance Cove Dec. 4th. 
Eleven men at Cape Race Station, sixteen men at 
Chance Cove and two men lost.
(N.S.H.Q. 1607Z/4 to Admty. Connav.)

TENACITY
EMPIRE
GOLD.

H.M.R.T. TENACITY departed St. Johns 1447/4 to 
assist SS. EMPIRE GOLD disabled in 47.45 N 
52.29 W. TENACITY and EMPIRE GOLD arrived St. 
Johns 1804/4.
(F.O.N.F. 1818Z/4 to Admty.)

Tankers 
D. E.M.S.

Your 1742/19 Nov. All ships concerned have 
been provided with ammunition in accordance with 
your instructions.
(D.E.M.S. New York 1925Z/4. )

Antilles
sugar
cargoes

Request you will investigate prospect of ships 
which discharge dry cargo in Caribbean and West 
Indian ports proceeding to the Antilles to load 
sugar etc.
2. Example WAYFARER arriving Curacao 5th Dec. 
to discharge required at St. Kitts and Antigua. 
(D.T.D. 2010A/4 to B.A.D. (R) S.B.N.O. Curacao.) 
Reply: B.A.D. 2045/5.

Sub.
Attack
and
Sighting
Summary.

Para A. (Cdrs. all Sea Fron Lant Cdts all Nav. 
Dist. Lant N.O.B. Trinidad. N.O.B. G.T.M.O.A. 
C.T.F.23. Cafac all informed) TREVALGAN, two 
torpedoes,sunk 09.40 N 59.15 W 2306Z/30 Nov. 
Para C. P.C.576 attacks submarine 13.25 N 
69.32 W 1900Z/16 Nov.
Para D. P.C.496 attacks sound contact 29.04 N 
80.13 W 2126C/19 Nov.
(Cominch 2131/4 to Admty. (r ) N.S.H.Q.)

ATTACKER My 2142/11. ATTACKER is still at San Francisco 
but hopes to be ready to sail about Friday 11th 
Dec.
(B.A.R.M. 2136Z/4 to Admty. C. in C. U.S. Fleet. 
(R) S.B.N.O. W.A. N.S.H.Q. ATTACKER.)

U/B
Positions.

C.E.S.F. 041925 S/M estimate of 0800Q/5 Dec. 
(Comnaveu 2243/4 to Admty.)

DUNVEGAN
defects.

E.T.A. 0635Z/5. Following urgent defects - dome in 
haul wire carried away, mess deck tables damaged

j *  , ) b - L r  

t  o. H ,

in heavy weather. Uncoded weather reports.
(DUNVEGAN 2300Z/4 to JERSEY. (R) Capt. D. 
St. Johris N.F. C.O.P. )

/CALDWELL
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A ddressed  N .A .E sco rt  P o rce .

IMPORTANT

ooction  South West C .N. 1 l).6 W estern  L o c a l E scort  
Tas3: U n it  2i|..l8.3 0^2 decs 53* 063 decs 02* 222 decs 7 
a l t o r in c  to 27 decs in  039 decs 50 ’ N orth  •

TRURO,0U3 decs U3* 063 decs 09* to  jo in  O .N .1/46

F* II. (•? 19 JpSAUOWSWEETj depart St Johns 2230Z/lhth sneed 7.8

cn route H a lifax  from 0h1 dorrs 1 5 ’ Nor+h 065 decs ,01 * W
TJ,o, D estroyer IICC0RHICH,vicinity 0^1 decs  13' 065 decs 

01* to  meet and e sc o rt  L .15  to  H alifax
S.II, 66 NOIP-iJDA,OI4J4 decs 28’ 062 decs 25f on route 

H alifax  7.5.

MOST SECRET M E S S A G E

Prom C .O .A .C . H a lifa x ,

NAVAL CYPHER £  DY W/T & T/?

1 6I|.5Z/1(/December 

Date 5 .1 2 , U 2 ,  

Time 0 116

0 9 ) decs 8 a l t e r in g  to  065 degs in  062 dags 50 ’ nnd to  
0u1 dogs in  060 dorrs h i *

GEORGETOWN, LINCOLN, deport H a l i fa x  1900Z/hth
O  £5*1 T»1  T l f T  +*. r i  A r t  r~» •? ^  A / C o  J5_______  ____1

0G1 dogs in  060 degs U1 ’ .Co*** W- 1 •
NANAIMO,searching area  v i c i n i t y  0^3 degs 00* 058 degs

H.M. o/M P .512, su r fa c e d ,e sc o rte d  Ly  KAMLOOPS
! A T I + > 1  A  a -----L. ... u* r * ___  '  ,  ~ --------- t , . .  \

*+2 u&gB iu  ObO dc#s 3 8 r
N. ol*i+ degs 5 7 r 060 degs 5 6 1
O. 0LiU  degs 2 8 ’ 062 dega 27*
P . O^h degs 2 8 ’ 063 dogs 2 2 '

speed o f  advance 10  expected time o f  a r r i v a l

060 dogs 38f 
060 degs 5 6 *
062 degs 2 7 *
063 dogs 2 2 *

U ,3 ,S ,R  S/M L . 15 ,su r fa c e d  and p o s s ib ly  unescortedU .3

1:6ii5ZA.

D .N .I .  (k )
D .D .O .D .(M )

N ,A .1s t  S .L .
Capt Pirn

P .0 .3 ,  by  c o u r ie r
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War Diary
4.12.1942.
Friday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.
My position 2300Z 041° (?)08‘ N 066° 16' W course 
and speed 040° 9.5. C.G.R. (?30) (corrupt group) 
in tow crew on board. (?Was not in) (corrupt 
group). (?Pending your; (?communication) still 
considered wise to maintain present (?course) 
(CALDWELL 2359Z/4 to U.S. S/M NARWHAL. (R)
U.S.S. CAPTOR. C. in C. U.S. Fleet. C.T.G.90.1. 
C.T.G.90>.2. ) See also 0314/5.

Australia and New Zealand.

v t f t  %  a i  I i V C U  X Vj }S -kJ LidilicL U  uLl U  O  • jl Z? j  i O i  vj W C C i l  O  I C i l U i
Number 28 in Indian Ocean 5th (groups missing) 

number 28 may proceed Japan for refit when relieved by number 10 
and is due to return to Germany by March 1943. Number 28 German 
merchant ship - MICHEL, a banana carrier completed in 1939. She 
carries 2 E-Boats. Stated that number 10 always attacks by day 
and number 28 by night. Classified B.3. Above (?has) already 
been passed to C. in C. E.F. and F.O. Ceylon.
(D.N. I. Melbourne 0604Z/4 to Admty.)
O.I.C. Comment. Raider 10 is Raider "E" which is considered to 
have operated in the Indian Ocean since May 1942. It is 
considered very probable that the report of her arrival at 
Yokohama is correct.
Raider 28 is thought to be Raider "H" which was last identified 
operating in the South Atlantic in September and is known to 
carry E-Boats.

Situation. Digest serial number 316 Dec. 3rd.

with 2 destroyers to N.E. same afternoon. 11 destroyers also 
departed to S.E. during day leaving 18 vessels Buin evening 3rd 
including 5 destroyers 1 sloop 2 gunboats 2? tankers 5 merchant 
vessels. Further evidence enemy consolidation ashore Buin.
2. Photo R/C Kavieng 3rd reported 1 seaplane tender, 1 destroyer, 
1 small cargo vessel 2 other small craft in harbour 32 medium 
bombers including 2 unserviceable on aerodrome 3 fighters on drome 
3 others airborne but nil interception. Considerable activity 
again evident 6 new blast bays and blast pens completed 
construction on others proceeding heavy A.A. guns also visible.

THOMAS A.
EDISON
(American)

Stranded on Vuata Vatoa Island. Salvage operations
0030M/4 to Ministry of Shipping 

London. (R) S.O.I. Wellington Ramsa Sydney (N.S.W) 
Connav Washington.)

German
Raiders

Norwegian Officer ex RAMSES has furnished following 
information regarding German Raiders. Number 10 
arrived Yokohama 6th Oct. 1942, for 6 weeks refit.

Reports indicate 3 heavy cruisers arrived Buin 
Faisi area from North morning 3rd and departed

/3. Additional...
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Australia & New Zealand— 4.a -n J ) :.

Situation 3. Additional enemy gun positions captured Gona
Contd. area further reducing enemy front. Enemy

casualties this area now estimated include 1+00 
killed. Our attack continues on other fronts, 

some slight advances made. Bostons B.23 Aircobras, Kittyhawks 
and Beaufighters again active against enemy positions during day 
silencing A.A. and machine gun positions and destroying barges.
1+. 9 medium bombers escorted by approx. 11+ Zeros reported
dropping supplies by parachute over Buna Sanananda areas after
noon 3rd.
5. One enemy aircraft over Darwin morning 2nd and 3 Zeros 
over same area at 29»000 feet, morning 3rd. Nil interception 
1 enemy aircraft also over Wyndham morning 1st course N.W.
6. Beaufighters attacked approx. 30 medium bombers and 15 Zeros 
on Koepang aerodrome Dec. 2nd. Approx. 18 bombers 3 Zeros 
damaged including 5 bombers on fire. Fuel dump also hit by 
cannon and machine gun fire smoke 1500 feet high visible 50 miles 
from coast. 1 submarine sighted in Koepang harbour also many 
heavy transports on road near drome.
(G.H. Q., S.W.P.A. , 0800Z/1+ to Admty etc).

PIETRO, My 0221Z/3 (N.T. in W.D.) Italian ship PIETRO
0RSE0L0. 0RSE0L0 or PIETRO COSTELLO left Batavia 20th Nov.

two days before RAMSES. Painted grey. Armed. 
(N.O.I.C. Fremantle 0911+Z/1+ to Admty. (R)
A.C.N. B. ,' etc).

O.I.C. Comment. PIETRO 0RSE0L0 left Biscay about 2nd Oct.
191+2. It is estimated that the passage to Batavia would have 
taken about 6 weeks. It is therefore considered probable that 
PIETRO 0RSE0L0 left Batavia for Japanese port.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

Estimates at 1200Z/1+.
(D.D. I.C. , 11+20AA, H+35AA)
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Saturday.

Home Commands.
An unidentified ship was torpedoed at 1200A 
today in 54° 10* N 17° 20' W.

Twenty five aircraft of Bomber Command laid 
118 mines last night off the north German coast 
and in the Baltic. Ten Naval Swordfish laid 
mines off Le Havre from 1800 to 2230 today.

1
Explosion 
at Lagos.

South Atlantic.
At about 0915Z today a disastrous explosion 
occurred at Apapa, probably in the magazines of 
trawlers refitting alongside and caused by petrol 
in harbour from civil sources becoming ignited. 
H.M. Trawlers BENGALI, CANNA and SPANIARD were 
sunk and KELT was wrecked. The dockyard was 
badly damaged and is out of action and two small 
Marine Dept, vessels were sunk and others damaged. 
There were several casualties.

Mediterranean.
DIDO (15th C.S.) has been detailed to reinforce 
Force Q temporarily so as to enable F.0. Force Q 
to have two forces, each containing 2 cruisers, to 
work watch and watch against the Bizerta/Tunis 
supply lines.

Operation Convoy M.W.14 arrived at Malta this morning
"Portcullis" without incident in spite of being shadowed by 

enemy aircraft on passage.

P.217 secured 3 hits at 1515 today on a convoy 
of 3 destroyers and 2 merchant ships steering 
38° in 40° 26' N 14° 6’ E.

The port of Bone was heavily bombed again from 
2000/4 to 0400/5 but no naval casualties occurred 
and no shipping was damaged.

Wellingtons attacked the docks at La Goulette, 
Tunis,last night; two medium sized merchant vessels 
were hit by bombs, one of them being set on fire. 
Liberators bombed Tripoli harbour.



MOST SECRET.

V/ar D ia ry .
SITUATION REPORT.

150
5 . 12 . 1942 .S a tu rd a y .

E a s t  I n d i e s .
C h it ta g o n g  was "bombed t h i s  m orn ing ; a b a rg e  was sunk  in  th e  r i v e r  and a l i t t l e  damage was cau sed  in  th e  town.
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Policy.

Your 2054A/1/12. It is proposed to abandon the 
policy of stationing M.Ls at Faroes in summer and 
to reduce the number at Lerwick to four all the 
year round. This will release eight boats 
permanently. To effect this, it is proposed that 

the following boats be withdrawn from the command:
22nd Flotilla 449, 460, 468 and 494. ^
15th Flotilla 232, 258, 218 and 240.
This choice is dictated by the absence of so many refitting and 
rearming at the present time and desire to retain as many as 
possible of those completed. It will also make the release of 
all eight boats possible at the earliest possible date under 
existing conditions. It is intended to reconsider the possi
bility of a further reduction of four boats at a later date 
when Scapa Defences are further advanced. If approved, request 
instructions where boats should be sailed when ready.
(A.C.O.S. 1117A/5 to Admty.)

M.Ls at 
Faroes and 
Lerwick.

1st M.G.B.F. The 1st M.G.B. Flotilla is to be disregarded as 
an operational flotilla forthwith. Disposal. 
(D.D.O.D. 1911A/5.)

2 M.T.Bs Request you will select two M.T.Bs of the 24th
for Meditn. M.T.B. Flotilla for service in the Western

Mediterranean. Re shipment.
(D.D.O.D. (C) 1918A/5 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Movements.

DOLFIJN. DOLFIJN due 180° Lizard 10 at 0800/5th from
d southward being met by 2 trawlers.
..... p  (G . in c< Plymouth 0125A/5 to LOWESTOFT, SPIREA. )

SPEY S.O. Are to sail a.m. 6th at best speed routed through
ROTHER, ( a ) 55.30 10.01
SENNEN, (b 1 52.02 12.59
CLARE.' ( 1 48.02 13.31

(d)\ 42.59 13.29 thence Gibraltar as ordered by
F.C).C.N. A.
(C. in C. W.A. 0028A/5.)

P.555. Was hove to between 2200 and 0200 off Clyde
lightship.
(Capt. S.7 0457A/5.)

CLYDE. Your position by plotting at 0815, 240° St.
Catherine’s 22 miles.
(Capt. S.5 0828A/5 to CLYDE.)

Your 1150A/25th Nov. Arrived Needles 1148/5.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1209/5 to Capt. S. 8.)

/CHESTERFIELD ...



MOST SECRET.

152

War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

5.12.1942.
Saturday.

Movements - contd.
CHESTERFIELD. My P.C.S. 055° 42’ N. 007° 23' W, 350°. 5 knots.

(CHESTERFIELD 1200A/5 to C. in C. W.A.)

Intend sailing WHITE BEAR escorting SEALION and 
DOLFIJN at 0100/6th to R/V GRAPH 180° Bishop 
Rock (2 miles?) at 0900/6th thence by standard 
route to Holy Loch E.T.A. 0900/8th. Communication 
(3) Codeword ’'Wheel".
(N.O.I.C. Falmouth 1204A/5.) fi , . , ̂

WOODSTOCK. My 1042A/30. WOODSTOCK delayed 24 hours. *./-
(F.O.I.C. N.I. 1205A/5.)

SEALION,
DOLFIJN,
GRAPH.

■

P.615. Intend to sail P.615 for Freetown direct from 
Holy Loch leaving 9 December and calling 
Falmouth for fuel.
(F.O.(S) 1503A/5.)

Movements. Estimate position at 2159 tonight Sat. SUFFOLK,
BERWICK, southerly from Reykjanes to S.E. 
NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, FURY, OBDURATE, approaching 
Hvalfiord, WILLIAMSBURG escorting one Merchant 
Ship Fanafloi to Reykjavik.
(A.C.I.C. 1539A/5.)

^  • /i .
Dispositions. My 1313/1.

Area Scapa. Delete GLASGOW add ANSON.
Area Rosyth, Delete ANSON.
(D.O.D. (H) 1655A/5 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet.)

CASTLETON. Your 1716/5 (N.T. inW.R.) proceed Port Z.A.
(C. in C. W.A. 1941A/5 to CASTLETON.)

Intend sailing H.M. S/M P.223, H.M. S/M P.49 
escorted by F.S. LA CAPRICIEUSE from Clyde at 
1900A/7 via searched channel and Minehes to 
Scapa E.T.A. 0900A/9 speed 10 knots. Thence 

F.S. LA CAPRICIEUSE return Clyde speed 16 knots E.T.A. 1200A/10. 
(2) N.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to arrange fighter co-operation 
help message on 385 k/cs.
3) Communication.
Capt. (s) 3 2013A/5.)

P.223
P.49.



MOST SECRET
l b k . ^

WARNING: This i s  an unparaphrased version  o f a secret cypher or con fid en tia l
code message, and the tex t must f i r s t  be p a r a p h r a s e d t o
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish . n r_A llie d  Government S erv ices. tt'J

HO; IT SECRET. IQ M J S U  j ^
Da j 3* 5*12© 4,-<*

0. in 0* Western Approadies,

P /L
Rocd0 . 20 35,

.̂d .,*■ ;ssod, Adniralty, 

1- '^ d  n  N .E ,

S i tu a t io n  a t 2 0 0 1 A /5 A 2 ,

e. . i ISLE 57 19 06 58 To Soapa 17

lifj Oj.il/OOD 57 44 06 46 To L iv e r p o o l 17

EK, 59 

S e c t io n  3..B.

VAL8E 
POLKA 
SHIPPIGAN 
QUALICUM

58 44 04 53 To L och  Ewe r?
tr

U ,S .3 /M  
GUNN EL

GAPE PORTLAND 53 12 04 50 To Roseneath . 5

&KEDIA0
IdTOGAMI

54 06 05 13 To L iv e r p o o l
\

11
* ! 1

HALCYON 54 46 05 28 To M ilfo r d  Havon 12

BIUDODKNDRON 
3 0 )PVattos

55 02 10 01 To G reenook '* 12

H, 43 LORD AUSTIN 55 44 05 58 To R othesay 8 .

ROCRWUOD 57 44 06 46 To L iv e r p o o l :  A '

HASTINGS 53 44 04 51 T o L ond ond o r  ry \ ’ 12

RU, 51 MAZURKA 
BLACK PLY

55 51 07 10 To N orth Channel

3D, 34 ST. MARY’ S 55 21 05 04 To Glydo 15

^ C  envoy FLiRAY 52 18 05 14 Northbound 9

303 ,110 BODO 55 03 05 30 To L iv e r p o o l 7

ON.151 Y/ATCHMAN 55 46 08 59 To 56 06 15 05 7
.O .T .U .
'2 4 ,1 ,1 5

flics© 2A

VAJI3ITTART
DAHLIA
WUjLKLO^R
monkshood
bo rag e
LEAKING TON

GERANIUM 
2 Corvettes

/  54 18 10 45 To 55 00 10 05 
then oo 
55 26 08 31

S e ct io n  3.W



I 5 I L -

\

,^o-y :op_31w.

Yffl\"CHEL3SA

0N3.150
O.T.U.
24.1.13

BEVERLEY
ANEMONE
A3HPH0DEL
ABI2LIA
GLOVER

P.151
V I,

,1.15

WATCHMAN
VANSITTART
DAHLIA
WALLFLOWER
MONKSHOOD
BORAGE
LEAMINGTON

AX.?* KRAKOWIAK
BLBA3DALE
LAUDERDtALE
MELBRSAK

MKS.2A GERANIUM 
2 Corvottos

TA.29 Unescorted

1 M/V VIOLET

Sootion N.W. N

52 59

53 53

- 2-

22 28

23 32

To GNS,X50

To 53 32*23 3 ^  
tkoneo 
46 55 30 28

55 4G OS 59 To 56 06 15 05

40 23 13 04 To 40 00 13 00
thon oe 
36 3D 09 00-

54 18 10 45

55 54 22 28

50 05 13 12

N X L.

To 55 00 10 05 
thon oa 
55 26 08 31

To 55 50 24 55 
thon oo 
44 01 33 15

180 dogs.Fastno.tl
1 0 ’

1355A/5*

V . O . N . 6 .
. . 3 .N .3 .(H )

1.8 .  ( F ) ( 2 )
[t )

-> .1 st 3.L«
C

-t• J4 J
’ ■* I

% j  #jui « o  • i

.t.Pim
. h D .(H )(2 ) 

1 ,0 .0 . (F ) (2 )  
Oapt.( 2) 

U. .j ,N. 
D.A/3.W. 
lid. of H. 
D .D .I.C .(2 ) 
I . P . ( 2)
W .B .
D.T.D.(M )
D.T, D. ( 3;
Ad,Blake ( 2 ) '  
Ad. Ramsey (4 ) 
P . M . 3 .

D.D.O.D.(M) 
D .o f P , (2 )
D »N . I  • ( 4) 
D.T.D .(O )

, +l <■ o



MOST SECRET i52>
WARNING: This i s  an unparaphrased version  o f a secret cypher or confidenti »1
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  i s  e sse n tia l to 
communicate i t  to persons outside B r it is h  or A llie d  Government S ervices.

1717A /5th December.

^ I 0 8 T  3EGRET. 

From. F .O .(S ) .

ME33AGE.
D ate.

XiT
5 .1 2 .4 2 ,

1754.
P /L  BY T /P .

Reed.

Admi r a l t y .

228.
p o s i t i o n s  o f  subm arines a t 0800A /6th  December and movements 

f o r  fo l lo w in g  24 h o u rs .

(A ) JUNON o so o r to d  by  LBICBBTBR CITY a r r iv in g  Dundee from 
IT orthw ard.

(B ) H*43 o s o o r to d  by LORD AUSTIN v i c i n i t y  Arran duo Roth.esay 
1 0 00 /6 th  Dooom bor.

(0 )  GUNNKL osoortod by CAPE PORTLAND 54 d o g s . 1 0 ' N orth 05 d o g s . 
1 0 ' W est. 3puod 5 k n ots t o  G lydo.

~>(D) GRAPH duo R/V in  130 d o g s . B ishop Rock 10 m ilos  a t  0800 G'.h 
Dec.xnber w ith  WHITE BEAR, SBALICW and DOLPIJN. Those m b i; An. s 
then p rooood  o s o o r to d  by  \fi ITE BEAR to II Ay L och . fat S t  %

(E ) TUNA in  B is ca y  sou th  zon e .

(P ) GURNARD in  2ono K .5 05 . y  ̂ *

U (G) 3BALICN, DOLPIJN e s co r te d  by WHITE BEAR s a i l  from Falmouth 
a t  0200 6th December to  R/V as in  p a ra  (D ) . I  f /b %

1717A /5 .

Advance oopy s e n t  Duty Gapt. D .O .D .(H ) D .D .I# 0 .
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War Diary.
5.12.1942.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Patrols. Weather unsuitable for E-Boats. Intend leaving

patrol at 0300.
(PYTCHLEY 0201A/5 to 0. in 0. Nore.)

Intend leaving patrol at 0400.
(HAMBLEDON 0355A/5 to 0. in C. Nore.)
Arrival from Patrol HAMBLEDON.
(N.C.S.O. Thames 1147A/5.)
Portsmouth Night Movements 5th/6th Dec. (l) CWA44fiUfifi 41, 

11 and 5 patrolling off E.A.5 buoy.
(C. in G. Portsmouth 1500A/5.)

Allied Air Activity.
Biscay Your 1331A/2. Bay of Biscay ports have been
Ports. given highest priority for day bombing by the

U.S. Air Force. Bad weather over the targets 
has been the only factor in curtailing the 
number and weight of attacks. Lorient 
aerodrome will be added to the priority targets 
f *O P  3."fctiSClC«
(A.C.N.3.(H} 2501A/5 to G . in G. Plymouth.)

Mining.
Iceland. As Germans may lay mines on West Coast of

Iceland (c) in similar manner to those laid off 
east coast. Ships are to keep more than 20 
miles from land when between latitude of Malarrif 
and Goltur Lights.
(G. in G. H.F. 1947A/5 to Home Fleet, (R) A.C.I.C.)

Enemy Intelligence.
NORD ATLANTIC. There were signs P.M. 4th December that NORD

ATLANTIC was getting ready to leave Vigo. 
(F.O.S. 0653A/5 to S/Ms.)

SCHARLACH-
BERGER.

/it

German 55 sailed from Bilbao 1045 today. 
(D.D.I.C. 1435A/5 to C. in G. Plymouth, F.O.S.,
H.Q.C.C.)

2 M/Vs and 0. and S. of 2 small merchant vessels, three
escorts. escorts and 3 Ju.88s 43° 24* N. 8° 53’ W. 270°.

(A/C 451 E. 1504/5, A/C C/SL8AE.)
Position of 2 small merchant ships, 3 escort vessels and 

three Ju.88s 43° 24’ N. 8° 53^7.Co. 2702 * * * 6 speed unknown.
(A/C C/S L8AE 1515/5.)Informing^GURNARD as last but giving course 090 
(F.O.S. 1607A/5. ) «-u.<■ ^*

at 1504.
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5.12.1942.
Saturday

HOME COMMANDS.

U-Boats.
Attacked one of 2 Asdic contacts with depth 
charges at 1245N in 066° 12' N. 024° 04’ W.
R.D.F. radiation on (group omitted) Megacycle 
received 2030N. 2 small R.D.F. echoes obtained
at 2220N in 066° 11’ N. (065°?) 02' W. ^FURY 
left to investigate.

* (BERWICK 0158N/5 to A.C.I.C. (r ) SUFFOLK.)
-X-

Following from MEDZ YSJK (CUBA) at 10 hrs. G.M.T. 
sighted one ship fired two white rockets seemed 
FOUX-VOUX ? S/M attack her approx, position is 
082° and 59 miles from position X cannot rescue.
Too many passengers on hoard.
(Burnham Radio 1115 G.M.T/5 to Admty., C. in C.W.A.)

Possible U-Boat known A/C sighted in sea position 
54° 50’ N. 19° 30’ W. later lost contact 
searching area Vis 2000 Yds.
(A/C 206 E 1303/5.)

Am over enemy submarine in 48° 43* N. 16° 49’ W. submarine 
sighted on surface and observed to submerge. V/hen first
sighted was on course 225. Estimated speed 8.

(A/C H 10 OTU 1430/5.)
Enemy submarine previously reported in position ZXTQ 2035 

47° 20' N. 9° 25' 7/. was sighted on surface and observed to 
submerged course 060° speed 6 knots.

(A/C C/S SL6 1446/5.)

> SS REMBRANDT. SARDONYX take SALADIN under her orders and proceed
at best speed to assist ship believed to be SS 
REMBRANDT torpedoed in 54° 10' N. 17° 20’ W. at 
1200a/ 5.
(C. in C. W.A. 1605A/5 to SARDONYX, SALADIN (R) 
Commodore Londonderry, Admty 15 Group.)

K.X.7. Inconclusive D/F on 4,540 k/cs at 1947Z indicates
U-boat in your vicinity.
(D.D.I.C. 2157A/5 to Escorts of K.X.7.)

Ship attacked
_}( ? SS? REMBRANDT)

U/B
reports.

War Diary.

U-Boat
attacked.

Navigational.
Clyde. Cancel my 1215/4.

(F.O.I.C. Glasgow 0950/5.)

Russian forecast of edge of brash ice on 15th 
Dec.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1016A/5 to C. in C..H.F.)

Ice
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War Diary. Saturday.
HOME COMMANDS.

i NUTFIELD.

i

Casualties and Defects.
SS NUTFIELD bound for London from Tyne with 
cargo of coal. While at anchor off Tyne waiting 
to join F.S^77 was rammed by unknown ship and 
badly holed. Now beached on Outer Herd Sands 
South of Tyne. Salvage Officer in attendance. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 0940/5 to C. in C. Rosyth.

LAGAN, My 1139A/4 delayed by gun mounting defects 
further signal will be made.
(N.O.I.C. Tees 1021/5.)

Sabotage in 
KALE.

G.A.F.O. 199/41. Case of suspected sbotage has 
occurred in KALE at Great Harbour, Greenock.
When preparing for sea this morning, Saturday, 
condensers were found to have been tampered with

and telemotor system drained and all valves reversed. Ship was 
taken over 1100 yesterday Friday. Contractor’s men were on 
board until noon. Machinery was correct p.m. Wednesday on 
return from full speed trials. C.O. suspects contractor’s 
workmen. Matter still under investigation.

(Capt. (D) Greenock 1112/5.)
My 1112/5. On further investigation consider report was 

a false alarm.
(Capt. D. Greenock 1S14A/5 to Admty.)

LEAMINGTON
(Suspected
sabotage.)

i

My 1520A/28. Board of Enquiry reports that 
sabotage though a possibility is considered 
unlikely. I concur. ,
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 1201A/5 toD.N.I.)

WRESTLER. WRESTLER can be spared for refit and conversion 
to two boilers as soon as she haa completed 
duty referred to in Admty’s 2005/4. r fT  
(C. in C. W.A. 1439A/5.) .

CHAMPION. Negative rescue tug CHAMPION owing to engine 
defect. No other tug available.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 1504A/5.)

CARLISLE. Arrived in Belfast Lc^h, CARLISLE, codeword 
’’Sapper”, to make good minor defects. 
(N.O.I.C. Belfast 1608A/5.)

BORNHOLM,
NUTFIELD.

My 0950/5 SS BORNHOLM now on passage to Methil 
is suspected of having been in collision with 
SS NUTFIELD at 2000/4. N.O.I.C. Methil is 
requested to make necessary enquiries. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 1642/5.)

/Raft
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War Diary.
5.12.1942.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Casualties and Defects - contd.
~ / r t 7 .  ri v C  " a  ■

Raft. Your 1715/5 as weather is moderate endeavour
to tow raft to Belfast or Lough Foyle. Use 
your discretion to abandon operation if 
necessary. Report situation daylight tomorrow 
Sunday.
(C. in C. W.A. 1951A/5 to NORTHERN SKY.)

LADY OP MANN.

Shipping and Convoys.
Admty. 2005/4. H ,7 a:  y f . 'i .  
WRESTLER is to act as escort. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1056A/5.)

U. S. CADDO. Your 1628/4th. Not arrived. Connav signal
to N.O.B.I. T.O.R. 1445/4th states whereabouts 
not known.
(S.O.(I) Iceland 1131A/5 to Admty.)

K.X.6 A - L B. (a) 1000A/6. (c) -(c) Noon G.M.T. 7 December
051° 29' N. 008° 22' Y/. noon G-.M.T. 8 December 
050° 49’ N. 011° 42' W. E.T.A. a.m. 17th Dec. 
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1147A/5.)

NtfLISEMENT. Alter course forthwith to position (W) 180° 
Pastnet Rock 10 miles, thence via Q Z L 18. 
Destination of N^LISEMENT altered to Milford 
Haven for Cardiff.
(C. in C. W .A . 1248A/5 to*VI0LET. )•** p  /c +

W.S.25. List of ships. Sailing arrangements.
(Admty. 138A/5) See Lion Copy.

K.M.S.5. Route etc.
(Admty. 1600A/5 1722A/5) See Lion Copy.

B.B. Admty's. 2342A/2/12. B.B. Convoys. Paras. D and
convoys. E are concurred in and it is agreed that convoys

can arrive in the Bristol Channel at any hour 
under present conditions.

Paras. A.B and C. It is not considered practicable for 
Commodores to be in trawler escorts and it is proposed that 
convoys enter Belfast to reform and embark the Commodore and 
sail as soon as practicable. This should entail only a small 
delay and it is considered desirable.
(C. in C. W.A. 1615A/5.)

K.M.P.5. Route etc.
(Admty. 1620A/5.) 
See Lion Copy.

/J.W.51 A • • •



MOST SECRET u s i

Date -  5 .1 2 .4 2
Acidressed -  G. in  C. A. A. 452 

F .G .I .G . G reenock

N aval Cypher (I T )  & N aval Cypher' (XD)

From -  A d m ira lty .

F o llo w in g  s h ip s - com p ris in g  convoy  W .S .25 c a r ry in ; 
m i l i t a r y  p e rso n n e l and s t o r e s  w i l l  be ready 
t o  le a v e  t h e -p o r t s  s ta te d  on th e  underm entioned 
d a t e s :  1 2 3 • "

2 .  B r i s t o l  Channel s h ip s  w i l l  be rea d y  t o  le a v e  
on 1 6 th  Decem ber rem ain der on 17 th  D ecem ber.

3 . A l l  s h ip s  a r c  ca p a b le  o f  m a in ta in in g  a 
sp eed  o f  15 k n ots  e x c e p t  ESPERENGB BAY I4'2 and 
MATAROA and RANGITIKI 1 4  k n o ts .

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1328A /5  D ec. OUT

R epeated

N .C .S .O . C lyde 
F .O .I .C .  L iv e r p o o l  
N .C .S .O . M ersey 
F .O .I .C .  C a r d i f f  
N .C .S .O . C a r d i f f  
N .O .I .C .  Avonmouth 
N .C .S .O . M il fo r d  Haven 
C. in  C. H .F .1 1 4  
R .A .D . H .F.
F .O .C .N .A .314 
H.M .S. CILICIA 
F .O .C .W .A f.9 3 9  .
C. in  C .S . A t la n t ic  688'
h . m . 3 .  Carnarvon c astle

H .M .S. ROCKWOCD 
H .Q .F .C .
H .Q .C .C .
Com.' Londonderry N .C .S .O .

Avonmouth,Cominoh.

Avonmouth

L iv e r p o o l

C lyde
HIGHLAND BRIGADE



4. Ocean escort w ill fee provided fey G/RKARVQN CASTLE, * CHESHIRE, and CILICIA from Clyde to Freetown, thence as arranged fey F.O.C. W.Af.
• - * t* *,5* Destroyer escort w ill fee provided fey -  (a) QUILLIaM and RACEHORSE-to  the Cape,(fe) HAYDQN & ROCKWGOD plus 2 destroyers from W.A. Command to  v ic in ity  of Azores.

6, QUILLIAM arid RACEHORSE may fee detached when in the v icin ity  of the’ Azores to fuel at Ponta Delgada subsequently rejoining convoy.
7. Remaining destroyers' are then to fee detached'to fuel a t Ponta, Delgada subsequently proceeding RAADQH and RCCKWOOD to  G ibraltar as directed fey F.O.C.N.A. the other two to U.K, as directed fey C. in C.W.A.p ;
r 8. Admiralty w ill promulgate route.
9. C. in C. W.A. is  requested to:(a) D etail 2 destroyers referred to  in para 5(b) (fe) Arrange sa ilin g  of a i l  ships and escorts to  p/V off Overs ay a.mv 18th December.(c) Arrange fue lling  a t Panta Delgada.
10. F.O.I.C. Cardiff i s  requested to sa il HIGHLAND BRIGADE so as to  arrive Greenock fey a.m.' 17th" December where she w ill embark U.Sv Technicians before sa ilin g  with Clyde portion.
1st Lord 1st S.L (2)4t*tl S.L.V.C.K.S.A.C.N.S.(H) A.C.K.S. (F) (2) A.C.L.S.(T)R.j-i. 1 st S.L. D.O.D.(H) (2) D.O.D.(F) (2)Hd. of M (10) D .D .I.C .(2)D. o f P (2)D. of 3.T. D.T«D(3) D.T.D(M)

132BA/5 fo r D.O.D.(H)
I.P . (2)
w. d;Duty Capt. (2) Ad. Blake C.O .L .d .U.S.N. (3)
ii. L. 0.



MOST SECRET l S l A

MOST' SECRET 1600A/5 Dec. OUT 
Date 5.12.42

Repeated n w m r- T^.^awo
F.O. I.C. Greenock N.C.S.O. Clyde
—  t -  j i  ... j  _________

ISiavai Cypher (XD) Naval Cypher. ((AJD.Q)

U.3540 1000
thence as ordered by N.C.X.F.'
2, Stragglers route as convoy route but lettered A. to F. with instructions that if straggling,

3* Estimated speed of advance 7« "knots ‘which is to be adjusted to pass Europa "point OlOOZ/22.
4, Southbound ships, estimated speed of advance 8a knots ore to part oeizpany at S routed through
PF 33 degs. N. 22 dogs. W.QQ.ao oegs. Ii* 21 cegs. W.RR.lo degs. N# 19 degs. >/•SS.10 dogs. N. 17 degs. W.
thence to destinations.

From - Admiralty.

Rendezvous at 0800Z/12 in
P.270 degs. Oversay 6 miles 
n unm 11 orQ. 5501 1125R. 4900 1630S. 3950 1701T. 3«45 1330

shins are to keep 30 miles to Starboard of Route 
given.

5/



5. PETUNIA is to Dart company as ordered by 
S.O. Escorts to fuel' at Porta Delgada 
subsequently roJoining southbound ships in 
vicin ity of position PP.

C. Fighter protoot ion codeword UNTRIE.

160CA/5 
for D.O.D.(H)

1st S .L .(2) 
jV.G.iI.S.
J A . C . K . 3 .  (H J  
•A.G.h.S.(F) (2) 
a#C#N*ij* (T)
N.A. 1st S.L.
D. O.D.(H) (2)
D.O.D.(F) (2)
Hd. of M (10)
D.D.I.C.(2)
D. of p (2)
D.T.D(3)
D.T.D(M)
L.P. (2)
W.D.
Duty vjopt. (2)
Ad* LlLko 
Ad. Ramsey (4)
U.S#iw(3)



) MOST SECRET ISLfi
WARNING? This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 162QA/5 Dec. OUT
a Date - 5.12#42iAadressed - 0. in C.Y/.A.456 

F*0 ,1 .0 . Greenock 
F .0 .1 ,0 . Livorpool 
NV0.S.Q. ClyciG 
R.0 .6 .0 .  Mersey 

Repeated LAFCRET
lightening
ARGUS L~-h.ux.WSYLAuD 1 Corn. Londonderry V.A. Gib, 320 N.0.X.F.623 C, in C.H.F.118 F,0. W.Af. 945 R.Q.O.C.
H .Q . F .C .QUICKMATCH . .
REDOUBT* . ;

Naval Cypher (A.0.0,)
From - Admiralty.
KMF.5. My 2000/1 not to all addressees. Route ~ 
Rendezvous at 1100Z/12 in -
F. 270 degs. Oversay 6 milesG. 5605 1010H. 5500 1300J. 4900 1801K. 3920 1740L. 3612 1332M. _3550 1000
thence as ordered by N.C.X.F.
2. Stragglers route to conform but lettered T. to Z. with instructions that ships are to .open out' 'and hoop 30 miles ‘to starboard of" route if straggling.
3. Estimated speed of advance 12 knots but convoy is to adjust speed to pass Europa Point at 0100Z/19.
4. H.M.S. WBYLAKL escorted by QUICIGviATCH and REDO!

/is
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id to. Dipt company in'position (K) and proceed 
through
(p) 35 dogs. N. 19 degs. W.
(0) 25 dogs. N* 20 dogs• W.
[PJ 14 dogs. iNi. 19 logs. W.
kS) 09 dogs. R. 17 dogs. W.
thence to Frootown..
5. Sstmated" spued of advance of V/BYLAUD after 
parting company 12 knots.
6. Fighter Protocti n Codeword SATEEN.
7. F.O.C.ft.A. pass to QUIGaKMATGEJ and REDOUBT 
on arrival,
8. F'.O.C.W.Af. is requested to arrange onward 
sailing.of WHYLIND, QUICKMATGH and REDOUBT.
1st S.L. (2)
y * c . u . s .
A.u.U.o.(H)A.C.D.S.(F) (2)
A .  O .R  * D* ( ‘1 }
R . a .  j.st o . L .  D.O.D.(H) (2) D.O.D.(F) (2) 
Hd. of M (lo) 
D.D.I.O.(2)
D. of P (2) D.0vD(5> 
D.T.D(M) 
l.R» (2)W.D.Duty Capt. (2) A(I. Blake 
Ad, Ramsey (4) 
0.0*0. (2) U.S.N* (3) 
O.O.L.S.

1620A/5
D.O.D.(H)
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1722A/5th Dec. OUT
To: 2. in C.W.A. 458 F.O.I.C. Greenock.
N.C.S.O. Clyde.Repented F.O.I.C. Liverpool

erseyardirf.
N.C.S.O. Morse F.O.I.C. Card V.A. Gib. 321 
N.C.X.F. 629 Com. Londonderry C. in C. H.F. 120 F. 0. C. ■/. ax. 946 
“j !).C.C.H.I.F.C.

Naval Cypher (II) Naval Cypher (XD)

From: Admiralty ^  b
KMS5, A.M. 2137/30’nov.'
Paragraphs should be numbered from 1 to 1

to 11th Deconber°f sailing from Glyde h8B been Postponed
3. Reference A.M. 1410/1 for para 7 read para 6.

1722A/5. 
for D.O.D.(H)

1st Lord.1st S.L. (2) 
C.N.n.S.
V.Q.N.S. A.C.N.S. (H) -.C.N.S. F (2)AVkkL.' m 

... , 10 )

D of P (2)D of S.T.

p. 0. D. (H) D.O.D.(F) Hd. of M ‘ p.D.I.C
D.T.D. (3)

[iiAd. Ramsey (4) 
C.C.L.S.

\
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HOME COMMANDS

J.W.51 A. Your 1638A/3. J.W./
J.W.51 B. BOADICEA. J.W.51 B.

X  L> U I  X O t J O i i /  c  • V# • A - J  J -  9

BOADICEA. J.W.51 B. BULLDOG (S.O), ACHATES. 
Corvettes of 23rd Group will be allocated on 
return to harbour from present escort duties. 
(Capt. D. Greenock 1658A/5 to C. in C. W.A.)

Shipping and Convoys - contd.
Your 1638A/3. J.W.^51 A. BEAGLE (S.O)

B.B.42. F.O.I.C. N.I. 1221A/5. No A/A s 
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1843A/5.)

No A/A ship available.

H.X.
Convoys

To speed up shipping it is proposed that ships 
of 12 knots and over sailing in H.X. convoys should 
be ordered to proceed at best speed to destination 
at nearest dusk to time convoy crosses 13° W.

2. To avoid navigational dangers from independent ships and 
outcoming convoys, it would be advisable for an approach route 
from 13° W. to be* given to be promulgated by you to Commodore
as necessary. Promulgation might be effected by method employed 
in ’•Torch" orders TSGO 28.3. Each convoy would be treated as an entirely separate problem, 
detachment of the fast ships being governed by all circumstances, 
namely weather, risk of aircraft attack, etc.
4. Existing condition! no objection is seen to all ships 
following same course.5. Number of 12 knot ships in any convoy is not likely to 
exceed 8.
6. Requ 
(A.C.N.3
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Force X.
Aircraft From War Registry. Please note that A.M.
Recognition. 1835A/5th November (dealing with new aircraft

recognition procedure in Pacific Theatre) has 
been passed for information to S.O. Force H at 
the request of the originator.
(No T.0.0.)

1. Force Q sailed from Algiers at 0830/4 to carry 
out a sweep on the line Cagliari-Bizerta during 
dark hours returning to Bone by daylight tomorrow 
Saturday.
2. Algiers. QUEEN EMMA with two destroyers sail 

to Philippeville tonight with 900 troops. / //a./3
3. Casablanca. 5000 ton Floating Dock in Balsin Lelande is 
expected to be raised shortly and to operate in about one month’s 
time. Repair facilities on a small scale. Material supplies very low.
(N.C.X.F. 0032a/ 5 to Admty. (r ) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta, V.A. 
Gibraltar, B.A.D., A.F.H.Q. London.)

Situation 
Report 
No.29.

Pass to Commodore and ships concerned. Revised 
destinatidns. ANTONIA, Algiers. EMPIRE GAZELLE, 
Dran. Both ships are loaded with Admiralty 
North Country Coal.
(N.C.X.F. 0037A/5 to TAY, Escorts of K.M.S.4. (r ) 
Admty., etc.)

M.W.T.R. Algiers 1031/3 to D. of S.T. proposal that 
ATHOS 2, CHAMPILLION, COLUMBIA, JAMAIQUE should 
be despatched to Dakar is causing us great concern. 
These are valuable potential troopships which 

are most urgently needed for the heavy British and American 
commitments. If the ships proceed to Dakar there is little hope 
that they will be available for the Allied pool for a considerable 
period.
2. We realise that there may be important political grounds for 
agreeing to the move of French troops from Dataar to North Africa, 
but v/e must emphasise that unless the ships are to bring back 
valuable military formations the present escort position does 
not seem to warrant us in providing adequate A/S protection.
At the same time, such valuable ships obviously ought not to sail 
without proper escort.
3. Request you ensure that the above considerations are fully 
taken into account by Eisenhower.
4. If minor repairs are necessary in order to make the ships fit 
for voyage to U.K. or U.S.A. could this be arranged at Gibraltar 
and given priority?
5. Please pass to M.W.T.R. Algiers.
(M.Branch approved V.C.N.S. 0145A/5 to N.C.X.F.
Reply: N.C.X.F. 1207A/6.

French Ships 
for Dakar.

/Malta ...
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Force X - contd.
Malta Now that ’’Portcullis” has safely arrived, the
Shipping at disposal of Malta shipping waiting at Gibraltar 
Gibraltar. requires reviewing.

I would not propose to pass this convoy until 
the capture of Tunisia is achieved. Meanwhile 

these valuable ships lie idle. It is for consideration whether 
these ships should not now be discharged in North Africa where 
I have no doubt their contents would be welcome.
(N.C.X.F. 1610A/5 to Admty. (R) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta, 
F.O.C.N.A.)

K*M.F.4. Following ships of K.M.F.4 are to sail for ports
to eastward for quick discharge not exceeding 
24 hours ANTENOR, SOBIESKI, for Philippeville 
ORBITA, MALOJA, VOLENDAM for Bone. Only 2 of 
these ships (? are to) be at Bone at one time.
It is intended (? SCYLLA) shall be available to 
escort Bone section.
(? Escorts of K.M.F.) 4 should not be used if 
it can be avoided.
(N.C.X.F. 1645A/5 to F.O.I.S. (r ) Cdre. Algiers, 
C.S.12.)

Landing Please impress on the authorities concerned that
Operations. the following two requirements are essential to

the success of any Combined Operation against an 
enemy coast -

(A) Landing craft Officers and Crews must be thoroughly trained 
in discipline and seamanship and 100 per cent spare crews must 
be carried. They must sail in the ship carrying their landing 
craft.
(B) L.S.I.S. must carry more landing craft slung on davits and 
all davits must be strong enough to enable craft to be lowered 
fully loaded.
(N.C.X.F. 1957A/5 to Admty. for D.N.C.X.F.)
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North Atlantic.
—  -----------------------

SAN PIETRO, Merchant ships SAN PIETRO at Casablanca and 
FORTUNATA. FORTUNATA at Port Lyautey are Italian.

Have these been taken in prize?
(N.C.X.F., 0033A/5 to S.N.O. Casablanca, (r ) 
Adraty., A.F. H.Q. Algiers.)

U/B Enemy S/M previously reported is still on the
damaged. surface and is damaged.

(A/C C/S TR1R, 0050/5 to Gibraltar M/F D/F.)

M/V
Collision, 
K.M. F. 4.

Ji'IJO

Motor Vessels TEGELBERG and LLANGIBBY CASTLE 
entered Gibraltar. Damaged due to collision. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0245A/5 to Escorts of Convoy K.M.F. 
4, (R) N.C.X.F., Admty.)
(1) LLANGIBBY CASTLE unfit for sea. Am

transferring all passengers to LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE.
(2) TEGELBERG will be fit for sea after temporary repairs by 
p.m. tomorrow Sunday.
(3) OTRANTO will be ready for sea by a.m. Tuesday.
^4) Propose to sail LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE and TEGELBERG p.m. 
Monday* to Algiers and OTRANTO p.m. Tuesday to Oran escorted 
by destroyer from Force H.

(V.A. Gibraltar, 1807A/5 to N.C.X.F., Admty., etc.) 
Approved. Instructions.
(N.C.X.F., 1133A/6.)
* Amended to Sunday.
(V.A. Gib., 1208A/6.)
My 1807A/5. (1) Temporary repairs to make LLANGIBBY

CASTLE seaworthy will require 14 days in dock.
(2) Should ALMAACK be undocked and LLANGIBBY CASTLE given 
priority?

(V.A.C.N.A., 1808A/5 to N.C.X.F., (R) Admty.)
Reply: LLANGIBBY CASTLE priority.
(N.C.X.F., 1610A/7.)

*

*

EXE,
CITY OF 

EDINBURGH.

CITY OF EDINBURGH has arrived, 
speed.

Your 1555A/4th. CITY OF EDINBURGH not met.
Am searching on line 040° 220° 10 miles either 
side of position 040° 02' N. 015" 56' W. Fuel 
remaining 37%.
(EXE, 0800Z/5 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) Admty.)

Proceed Gibraltar at best
(F.O.C.N.A., 1107A/5 to EXE.)
Your 1107A/5. My P.C. and S. at 1800 039" 39’ N. 014° 

59' W. 120°, 14. E.T.A. Gibraltar 0730Z/7. Have conden- 
seritis in starboard condenser, request dockyard assistance on 
arrival. One infectious case aboard. Have three R.A.F.
Sergeant-Pilots and 140 bags mail for landing at Gibraltar. 

(EXE, 1801Z/5 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) Admty.)

/AVON VALE
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North Atlantic - Contd.

Return Gibraltar at best speed forthwith. 
(F.O.C.N.A., 0803A/5 to AVON VALE. (R) N.C.X.F., 
Escorts of Convoy K.M.F.4, Admty.)

.Hi- %
Your 1101A/4th. Owing to congestion in harbour 
and anchorage and two damaged transports am 
unable to accept first large ship of Force H 

at Gate until 1030/6th and 3rd large ship until 1430.
Proposed berths are 49 NELSON zero hours; 47 RENOWN zero + 1 
hour; 44 FORMIDABLE zero + 4; 53 FURIOUS zero + 5. Assume
no cruisers with you. Destroyer berths will be signalled 
later.
(F.O.C.N.A., 1123A/ 5 to S.O. Force H, (r ) N.C.X.F. )

->AV0N VALE.

Q0U.KMA7CH. 
TIE'S outer. 7’AHhrsrz>£ ■ 
Force H.

SCHARLACH-
BERGER.

Dec. 5th, telegram 185. German 55 left harbour 
for France Dec. 5th 0945 G.M.T.
(H. M. Consul Bilbao, 114E/5 N.A. Madrid no 
T.0.0. to Admty.)
Passing action being taken by W.R. F.O.(S) 
H.Q.C.C., C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. W.A.

GRETE. Reported German controlled Danish SS. GRETE
expected Cartagena 5th Dec. leaving evening 
6th Dec. for Marseilles.
(S.O.(I) Gibraltar, 1204A/5 to S.O.(l) X.F., 
S.O.(I) Malta.)

PORPOISE. Proceed to Gibraltar by same route as in ray
1 1040 to P.219. Adjust speed to pass 039° 01'
' ! 003° 16' S. at 2200/8th and then pass each

position 24 hours later than time stated in my 1040.
2. Do not cross 004° 35’ W. before 0630/llth.
3. Submarines encountered on passage are hot to be attacked 
unless definitely identified as hostile.
(Capt. S.8, 1210A/5 to PORPOISE, 8th S/M.F., (R) N.C.X.F., 
Capt. (S) 10.)

THRASHER. Intend sailing THRASHER painted dark blue p.m.
/. t y f~ A . 6th for U.K. passing 42.59 N. 13.15 W. at

' / 0130A/10th shifting wireless watch at that time,
thence as ordered by F.O.S.
(Capt. S.8, 1220A/5 to Admty., (r ) N.C.X.F., etc.)

K.M.F. 4G. My 0809/5 (N.T. in W.D.) Intend sailing MONARCH
/Jj s / 6, OF BERMUDA, DERBYSHIRE escorted by FARNDALE (S.O. )

---------- ;-l-^A_AV0N VALE, ANTELOPE at 1700/5 for Oran routed
through 70, 86, 100, S. of A. 14 knots.
(2) Codeword "Collins One".
(3) ANTELOPE ordered to return Gibraltar at best speed reaching 
entrance to swept channel as she is required a.m./?6th.
(4) OTRANTO, defective estimated time 48 hours.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 1252A/5 to F.O.I.C. Oran, (r ) Admty., N.C.X.F.)

/Sailed ...
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f ir s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

Addressed. S itu ation  rup ort fo r  Area X North A tla n tic

If'.^ORTANT.

S itu ation  at 1957/5*

1*. H.H.S. THLUOHIIR, aailfi^ 12 00 /6th thr jugh 36 40 07 30 to

40 43 13 .09 through 40 01 13 01 thonoo 142 dags* 7,

4* U.3. convoy, (landing o r a ft ) ,  estimated 34 06 14 (?33)
076 dogs. 10.

6* B*.. ,T, o, B .A .T .10, estimate 34 01 22 01 090 dogs. 12*  ̂ - - »■» y  t

5, ARCTIC RRNG3R, one merchant ship, 37 01 07 19 cliroot Capo 
iit.V inoont 331 ooastw±ao to  Lisbon 8*

7, H osp ital ship ATLANTIC, 22 14 1 9 35 004 dog3. 13,

8, 2 TT.F.V. *s>43 49 1 2 15 through 43 01 12 15 thenoe 162 
dogs* 5-g-.

9, Portuguese sloop,GONCALO VHLIIO,loft Capo Vordo I s .  p.m,
3rd fo r  The Downs 10.

IlOiiT BDCilDT.

^ ro m , V,A. G ib ra ltar ,

1350A/5th December.
Tr,33oAGB. IN

D at o* 5* 12. 42, 

Rood, 2042,

Naval Cypher (3 )3  By W/T.

S tation .

If df it-
4 0 -11 33 to G ib ra lta r  15~. Uo.

1350A/5.

Advance copy sont Duty Capt, D.O.D.(F)
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I

9

SECRET MESSAGE l352A/5th December IN
Prom F.O.C. North Atlantic

Naval Cypher 3 (?) By W/T.

Date.5,12.42c 
Reed. 1654.

Addressed Ships and Authorities North Atlantic Station
important /ireaY'

Situation at 2000 A 5th ( i) B.A.T. 6 R.a m 10 estimated 34 01 22 01 090° 12. A '  *

V.G.N.S, .A.C.N,S, (H) & (P)
NeA. 1st SeLa
Capt. Pirn / . dmiral+y House Ops.(3)

1352A/5
Advance Copy Ops.

O.D.
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5 .1 2 .1 9 4 2 .S a tu r d a y .

N o r th  A t l a n t i c
K .M .F. 4G. S a i l e d  1714 Convoy K .M .F. 4G f o r  O ran  e s c o r te d(C o n td .)  by FARNDALE, AVON VALE, ANTELOPE. ANTELOPEp a r t  company o f f  O ran  and r e t u r n  to  G i b r a l t a r  

u n le s s  o th e rw is e  o rd e re d  by N .C .X .F .(V .A . G ib . ,  1733A /5 to  A d m ty .)

SCYLLA. My 1 0 4 7 /5  (N .T . in  W .R .) S a i l e d  SCYLLA a t  1400f o r  A lg ie r s  r o u te d  th ro u g h  7 3 , 5 6 , 8 9 , 100 , S . o f  A. 25 k n o ts .
2 . R e le v a n t  Q .B ., Q .B .B ., Q .B .C ., and Q .B .A . up to  10 h e ld .(V .A . G i b r a l t a r ,  1400A/5 to  N .C .X .F .,  (R) A dm ty ., C .S .1 2 , N .O .I .C . O ran , C d re . A l g i e r s . )

My 0950Z (N .T . in  W .D .) F re n c h  s h ip s  sh o u ld  now be s a i l e d  f o r  D akar a s  e a r ly  a s  c o n v e n ie n t i n  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  my 1 1 5 6 /3 0 th  Nov.
(N .C .X .F .,  1549a/ 5 t o R .A .  G i b r a l t a r ,  (r )S.N .O . C a s a b la n c a , F.O .C .W .A . , P .S .T .O . X .F . )

Us-M?  ^ H * * 1*' Mur
Op. summ. f o r  24 h o u rs /e n d e d  m id n ig h t 4 t h  D ec. U -B oat s i g h t i n g s  and a t t a c k s .  'W e llin g to n  D /179 
0520 h o u rs  LBJB? 3 2 3 0 4 3 6 °  3 2 ' N. 1° 30* W .) c o . 2 4 0 ° , 6 k n o ts .  U -B oat f u l l y  s u r f a c e d  a t  tim e  o f  a t t a c k s .  4 D/Cs d ro p ped  2 o f  w hich  e x p lo d ed  a p p ro x . 30 f t .  on s t a r b o a r d  s id e  s l i g h t l y  a b a f t  C /T , l a r g e  p a tc h  o f  o i l  1 m in. a f t e r  e x p lo s io n  w hich  c o n t in u e d  to  i n c r e a s e .  C /47  i n  t r a n s i tfrom  A lg ie r s  a t  1232 h o u rs  LBRN 0303 h o u r s .  S ig h te d  f u l l ys u r f a c e d  s t a t i o n a r y  U -B o a t. Hudson W/233 1207 h o u rs  INV o r XTNV 1628 c o . 1 8 0 ° , 18 k n o ts ,  s ig h te d  U -B oat on s u r f a c e  5 m ile s  aw ay, d iv e d  b e f o r e  a t t a c k  c o u ld  be made.

(H .Q . R .A .F . G ib . ,  1725 Z /5 . )

F re n c h  S h ip s  f o r  D ak ar.

G i b r a l t a r  A ir  R e p o r t .

F re n c h  S/M C a d iz .
? To w n ArtT~.

k * -  *$f*t />/, (,/tL, 
V

yV"-A-7oi-
7ss

STORK.

M in is t r y  o f  M arine w ere in fo rm ed  by F re n ch  N.A. L is b o n  t h a t  F re n c h  su b m arin e  had e n te r e d  C ad iz  and r e q u e s te d  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s .  T hese  w ere r e f u s e d  and  sh e  sa n k  h e r s e l f  o f f  th e  P o r t .D ate  unknown. M in is t r y  o f  M arine in fo rm ed  on 3rd. (N.A. L is b o n , 1 8 40 /5  to  A d m ty ., (r ) S .O . ( l )  G i b r a l t a r ,  N .A . M a d rid .)

R e q u e s t you w i l l  g iv e  r e p a i r s  STORK h ig h e s t  
p r i o r i t y  so  t h a t  sh e  c a n  s a i l  w i th  M .K.S. 3 (Y ).
(N .C .X .F .,  1853A /5 to  F .O .C .N .A . , (R) STORK.)

A i r c r a f t  Admty. 1 3 1 4 /2 5 th  Nov. to  N .C .X .F . o n ly .  ARGUS
in  ARGUS. le a v e  U.K. on 1 1 th  D ec. in  K .M .F .5 w ith  fo l lo w in g
1 a i r c r a f t  em barked : 6 A lb a c o re , 6 Y /a lru s , 3M a r t l e t ,  3 S w o rd f is h , and f l y i n g  and m a in te n a n ce  crew s f o r  6 A lb a c o re  and 6 W a lru s . They w i l l  be d isem b a rk ed  a t  G i b r a l t a r .

2 . I t  i s  in te n d e d  t h a t  th e  6 W alrus s h a l l  r e l i e v e  833 Sqdn. 
a t  G i b r a l t a r ,  u n le s s  r e q u i r e d  e ls e w h e re  by yo u .
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North Atlantic, Ctr-n*/~-
Aircraft 3. The remainder of the personnel and aircraft
in ARGUS. are intended to be added to the reserve at
(Contd.) Gibraltar,

4. 833 Sqdn. should be embarked in ARGUS 
together with any aircraft requiring repair for 
passage to the U.K.
(D.N.A.D., Approved by A.C.N.S.(H), 1908A/5 to 
N.C.X.F. )

K.M.S. 4. My 2333A/4th {NiQh in WiDrj Following M.S.4
route from position G through - 035° 24' N. 
009° 00’ W., 034° 58’ N. 009° W., 034° 46' N. 

008° 32’ W., 034° 46' N. 008° W. , 035° 05' N. 007° 40' if., 
035° 30’ N. 007° 40' W. arriving 035° 59' N. 007° 12’ SI. at 
1200A/7th. Convoy passed position G at (?18)00A/5th.
(S.O. 30th Escort Group, 2001A/5 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) N.C.X.F.)

MAPLEWOOD, SS. MAPLEWOOD sailed from Melilla escorted by 
SAMPHIRE. SAMPHIRE. E.T.A. Gibraltar 1000A/6th. Special

uncoded weather report.
(SAMPHIRE, 2030A/5 to F.O.C.N.A., (R) N.C.S.O. 
Gibraltar, Capt. (d ) Gibraltar.)

South Atlantic.

HIGHLAND Proposed to send HIGHLAND BRIGADE in W.S.25 to
BRIGADE. Takoradi with personnel. Consideration is

being given to possibility of loading cargo in 
her which will take one week at Takoradi to 
discharge.

2. F.O.C.W.A. is requested to advise whether from the naval 
point of view HIGHLAND BRIGADE can be held at Takoradi for one 
week and S.T.O. Takoradi to advise amount of cargo which can 
be discharged in this time.
(D.S.T., 0155A/5 to F.O.C.W.A., S.T.O. Takoradi, (r ) D.S.T.O. 
West Africa.)

TAKLIWA. My 114lz/30th. Do you concur?
(D.S.T.O. Kilindini, 0647Z/5 to D.S.T.O. Egypt, 
(R) D. of S.T.)

/Gibraltar • • •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.

4 trawlers arriving Bathurst from Horta will 
be required to meet Gibraltar - Dakar convoy of 
7 French ships. Further signals will be made. 
(R.A.W.A., 0913Z/5 toN.O.I.G. Bathurst, (r ) 
F.O.G.N.A., Admty., N.G.X.F., S.N.O. Casablanca.)

Your 1450/4th (SS. CLEANTHIS reported having 
been circled by unidentified merchantman). 
Request you will signal description of 

merchantman and position of incident.
(S.0.(I.) Capetown, 0945C/5 to C.S.A. Lourenco Marques, (r ) 
Admty., S.O.(l) Kilindini.)
Your 0945/5th my 1450/4th. 005° 03' S. 044° 30’ E. 8 to
10,000 tons. 2 masts. One funnel near main mast. Full 
description sent by air mail to S.O.(I) Capetown and S.O.(l) 
Kilindini.
(C.S.A. Lourenco Marques, 1438B/5 to S.O.(l) Capetown, (R) 
S.O. (I) Kilindini, Admty.)

When may AUBKSTIA and VIOLET be expected to 
return to West Africa, as other ships requiring 
refit cannot be spared until they return. 
(F.Q.C.W.A.t 1009Z/5 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. W.A.) 
Reply: Admty. 1800A/6.

Following is Connav 041550 addressed to Admty. 
for action and to C.T.F.25; and Comsolantfor 
for information:
Every effort is being made to keep South Atlantic 
Force informed regarding shipping in that area.
As Cdr. S.A. Force, now has grid chart Z60 it 

will be appreciated if Admty. will pass to Connav, repeated to 
Comsolantfor, the daily grid positions of vessels for South 
Atlantic dispersed from outbound convoys beginning at 20 North 
and to include all vessels for which Connav does not have 
destinations and routes.
The following arrangement of information is suggested if Admty, 
concurs with the above plan: (A) Date of first grid position.
(B) Name of vessel. (C) Grid numbers for daily positions 
during voyage. (Where greater accuracy is possible the lettered 
suffix to grid numbers should be used to indicate quadrant.
To avoid repetition the first digit of present grid number 
should be deleted). (d ) Destination.
Diversions to be indicated by follow-up grid.
(Comnaveu, 1107/5 to Admty.)

NOVA SCOTIA. NOVA SCOTIA sunk by torpedo in 7 minutes 20
miles N.E. Cape St. Lucia 0910z/28th Nov. 
Survivors list forwarded Casualty Section, 

Admiralty by Shipping Consul. 192 survivors mostly Italian. 
19 of crew saved including 2nd Officer, D.E.M.S. Gunner and 
Convoy Signalman. Written report follows.
(C.S.A. Lourenco Marques, 1117B/5 to C. in C. S.A., C. in C. 
E.F., Admty., Cdre. Durban.)

AUBETETIA, 
* VIOLET.

Shipping 
Information, 
S. Atlantic 
Force.

War Diary.

Gibraltar 
- Dakar 
Convoy.

CLEANTHIS.

/C.A.1 ...
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W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(•NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O.T.P.”) are excepted from this rule.)

S E C R E T MESSAGE 1029Z/5 Dec. IN.

From F. 0, C. ’W, A fr ic a . J3 je 5/12/42

Dec do 1545.
Naval Cypher* 3 ( M) "by w/T*

addressed: S itu a tio n  Report area P.
Ship in  area p o f  3 ,A. S ta tion  
North o f  8 degrees North. 
A dm ira lty , C. in  0. 3. A.
N. 0 .1. G. Bathurst.

IMPORTANT.

H. M. S. DUNCrO/y/, DUNKERY, BIRDLIP, 14 46 19 26 

to  Bathurst 10,BUTS3R,19 22 20 54 169 9,

INKPEN, 13 16 North 18 08 154 10

H. M. S. a RME2?IA, 08 01 20 47 086 degrees 

10.75.II.M .S. BRIDGEWATER^08 13 15 45 to 

Freetown 10*1 (on e ) Motor Laun ch ,escorting

,x' o f f  Freetown to Bathurst. 10' LADY ELSA, 

^N LLA R D ^A lfo lC  EXPLORER,patrolling o f f  

Freetown, S itu a tion  a t 1959Z 5th. H. M. S.

TURCOMAN, p a t r o l l in g  "between 17 01 19 59 

and 17 00 22 01 and e s co r t in g  to  southward.

*■ /»* l<*s ^  1029Z/5.

V. C.N. S. Advance copy Ops. O.D. 0,1.© .
a ! c! n ! s ! ( f )
N. A. 1 s t, S.L.
Capt. pim, Adm ira lty  Hse. 
ups. (3 )O, jJ. { 5)
0. I.C . (3 )I. P. (3)
D. 3. D. 9. ( 2 )D.
V/.
D. S.D. (2 )
D. T.D. (4 )
D .T .D . (1,1)
D.T.D. (C )
D.D.O.D. (C ) ( 2 )
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War Diary.

5.12.1942.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

South Atlantic - Contd.

C. A. 1. My 0628z/5th (N.T. in W.D.) CALIFORNIA did 
not sail in C.A. 1.
(N.C.S.O. Capetown, 1132Z/5 to Admty., C. in C. 
S.A., C. in C. E.F., Cdre. i/c Durban.)

Lourenco
Marques.

A.M. 1713/4th. Lourenco Marques has closed on 2 
occasions for very short periods. Traffic is 
continued, but in view of U-Boat menace ships 
are sailing in groups to Durban and thence well

to seaward. Impossibility of providing air cover off Portugues 
East Africa has necessitated temporary suspension of direct 
coastal route to northward.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1221C/5 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. E. F. , C.S.A. 
Lourenco Marques.) hv -

Shipping Your 1550/2. Concur generally.

North of 10* N.
3. Slower westbound ships to keep south of equator till west 
of 40* W.
4. Westbound fast ships routed as in (2) above to proceed direct 
to destination on U.S. East Coast keeping north of 10* N. till 
west of 40° W. and bunkering at Freetown if necessary.
5. Volume of shipping in fast and slow categories to be approxi
mately equal and speed division to be determined accordingly.
6. Subject to your agreement and that of F.O.C. W.A. this 
proposal will be recommended to Connav for concurrence.
(D.T.D., 1254a/ 5 to C. in C. S.A., (R) F.O.C.W.A.)
Reply: C. in C. S.A. 1311C/7.

Diego C. in C. E.F's 091 4th Dec. SPINDRIFT is at
Suarez present relaying D range at Capetown and

requested to report date she will be loaded and ready for sea. 
Mines cannot be laid at Saldanha Bay until underwater fittings 
have been traced (my 1833/4th not to all addressees refers) 
but ship could lay guard loops.
(C. in C. S.A., 1308C/5 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. E.F., N.O.I.C. 
Diego Suarez, C. in C. Durban.) $ j

LLANDAFF An untrue press report originating in Lourenco

(2) If published in S. Africa it would have caused considerable 
feeling in view of imminent return of first S.A. Division on 
leave and a denial would have been unavoidable.

Routes. 2. Recommend that while U/B disposition remains 
as at present appreciated, fast ships both north 
and westbound should keep east of 20° W. till

Minefield. proceeding Saldanha Bay on 7th Dec. to carry
out survey. MANCHESTER CITY unloading all 
explosives for dock. C. in C. Durban is

CASTLE. Marques alleged that LLANDAFF CASTLE carried 
S. African troops and that there were only 40 
survivors.

/ ( 3) . . .



165" ?MOST SECRET
'YARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to persons o u t^ d g B g itg sh  og ig lie d

MOST SliiCEJCT.

^ ’om C. in  0. South A t la n t ic .

NAVAL CYPHER A BY W/T.

IN.

Date 5 .1 2 .4 2 . 
Time 1835

CORRECTION.

Addressed Adm iralty. 3.B .N .O. Western A t la n t ic .
G. in  0 . Eastern F le e t . Deputy G. in. C. 
Eastern F le e t . F.O.C. W.Af. F.O.C.N.A. 
F.L.O. D elh i. £££  /)^So /A£xT .
288. Durban to~GimonstoWriAH.M.S. ABOARD \RA. 

expected time o f  a rr iv a l 6th . B ointo Noire t9  Simonstown . 
H.M.S. P .552, expected time o f  a r r iv a l 8th. With G A 3 .
•T M S  P (YTrrw O «W -+ .n  m ?  rD .aa  a n i i t h  ( 9  nfl!7 r la o s .   ̂ na.cjf.H.M.S. R0CKR0SE,to 037 dogs, south (? 067 d e g s .) ea st.

* With D T! 4 .H.M.S. INCONSTANT, H.M.S. EXPRESS. Northwo; 
CapetownTe s c o r t  tanker,H .M .S. THYI'fE. \f>ui

Simonstown.Q . 19*and 21 H.M.S. NIZAM, H.M.
FOXHOJND, H.M.S. FORTUNE,M.Ls. 380,381,38 2.

Capetown.EMILE BAUDOT, SPINDRIFT, COMMANDANT 
DUBOC, MEAD. *  l —

Sal dan ha Bay. FEPNMOOR, 33ARCROSS.

port E lizabeth.KHETI, STQRMWRACK, H.M.S. ATHENE.t -
/> yyf

East London.COLOMBIA. SARKA , 3ATSA, H.M.S.
CAPETOWN, GECILE MAPLSSON, OLWEN.

Durban .H.M.S. EREBUS, H.M.S .̂ MANCHESTER CITY,
H.M.S.*ENGADINE'k .M.S. CHITRAL,H.M.S. RESOURCE,H.M.S. 
FROBISHER,H.M.S. ALBATROSS,H.M.S. QUEEN OF BERMUDA,'
H.M.S. BELL./CRT, H.M.S. FREESIA,H.M.S. JASMINE.H.M.S.
GENISTA,H.M.S. NIGELLA,H.M.S. ROTHERHAM,H.M.S. NEPAL,
H.M.S. NORMAN,H.M.S. CATTERICK,SONDRA. *  i . , ^  a

*  * ^ 7 *  11470/5 ‘ V
NOTE: There are two messages with T .0 .0 . 1147/5 from 

C. in  0 . S.A. The whole o f  th is  message a f t e r  
"M.Ls. 380, 381, 382" i s  the c o r r e c t io n .

V.C.N.S.
A .C .N .S .(T )
a . c . n . s . ( h )
A .C .N .8 .(F )(2 )
N.A. 1 st S .L , I . ? .  1 2 )

W.D.
D.T.D. (3)
D.T.D. (M)
D.T.D . (C)
D.D.O.D.(M )

U.S.N.
D. A/S W.
Hd. o f  M. 
D .D .I.C . (2)

Capt. rim .
D 
D
Duty C a p t.(2)

i.C .L . (H)(2)  
).0 .D . (F) (2)
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version o f a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f ir s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

mat jwn -16% knots. « # <
H.M.S. 3DOKR03D,with oonvoy O.AVoho 035‘ dcjg3, bo*' bouth ''? 

020 dogs. 00* East to ,037 doga. ’South 026, dogs. East 10 knots!, .
'J3IYr%oa Porting a  1023,031 doga, '46* South 014 dugs. 06*-’ 

Jaa.t t j 031 dogs. 16* South 013 dog3. 1<4* East 9 knots thonoiPJfccft 
with P. 552 in 031 dogs. South 015 dogs* East at 1100Z 6th. . 

P, 552, 029 doga,, 20’ South 013 doga. 06’ East to Simons town 
& kn^ts. *

211CONSTANT, H.M.fc, EXPRB33 030 dega, 40* 3outh 039 degB. .
00* East to  028 dage. 03* South 041 dogs, -40* East 19 knots- to- 
H/V with NIEUY/ AM3TERDAM and esoort to  Durban* -•

!*OST SECRET.
1147G /5th Dooombor.

Hi
D ata, 5 .1 2 .4 2 ,  

Rood. 1540 .

Addrossod, Ships in Aroa Q- o f South Atlantia Station. Admiralt 
O xTTTiQdopo i / a  Durban. ‘N*L.Q. Port EliTSaboth.Oomraodopo i / o  Durban. ‘li.L.‘0« port E li 
N.L.0. East London. P.0.0,' W.Afrioa. »

I' TPORTANT

H.J'.S, ALCANTARA,034 dogs. 86* South 031 ■dogs. 80’ iSas't-to-

11470/fc.•
Advanoo oopy sent Duty Oapt, D.O.D.(P) D .T .D ..

V.O.N.3.
A .0.11 *3 , (II) 
A, 0 .11 .3 . (p )(  
A .C .N .3 .(T )  
N . A . 1 s t  3 . L ,
Oapt,Phi

/•JA*



MOST SECRET
WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE

From F.O.C. West Africa.

1241?/5th December
IN

Date 5.12.42 
Reed. 1645

________ Naval Cypher (5) M by W/T_______________
Addressed Ships in Area P of S.A. Station South of 
8 degs N., Admiralty, G.in C. South Atlantic, 
N.O.I.O. Takoradi, R.N.O. Lagos.
IMPORTANT

Situation at 2001z/5th.
T*H.M.S. CYCLAMEN, 06 20 20 32 to join H.M.S. AST NR ILL 
Two M.L.* 8, escorting about 07 05 12 59 to Marshall G, 
H.M.S. LADY ELSA,H.M.S.*W£EI®5®,H.M.S. ARCTIC EXPLORER' 
patrolling off Freetown. *-
HOLCOMBE,with C.F. 9, 06 58 13 10 to Freetown 14*. 
H.M.S. HYDRANGEA, escorting 02 18 08 11 75 12*.

MH.M.S. ASTURIAS,02.06.21-§1 358*14. H 
H.M.S. ST LCMAN, H.M.S. STELLA POLARIS, pBER.two 
M.L.‘s, with S.T. (756-er 45), 02 56 07 24 83 9.
H.M.S. SPHERE, escorting 03 34 07 21 89 8.
H.M.S. FANDANGO ,BARF0SS, 05 04 09 43A clMarshall 9. 
H.M.S. PHOEBE,F.S. COMMANDANT DROGOl®1ESriENNE 
D'ORVES, 03 52 01 03 East to Takoradi 11.
2 motor launches, about 04 01 00 55 East to Takoradi 11 
H.M.S. CORINTHIAN, 08 44-South 08 52 259 11*.
H.M. Ships ST ZENO, NORTHERN DAWN, COVENTRY CITY, MAGNOLIA 
BARBRAKE, 03 20 South 09 51 East to Point Noire 5*.
H.M.8. DESPATCH, on patrol between St Pauls Rocks 
and Equator 25 West,leaves patrol a.m. 6th for 
Freetown 17.
COPINSAY,off Accra.

1241?/5
Advance copy to Duty Capt. D.O.D.(F) D.T.

V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S. (HK A.C.N.S. (F)(2) 
A.C.N.S. (T)
N.A.1st S.L. 
Capt. Pim 
D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D.(F)(2) 
D.A/S.W. 
D.D.I.C.(2) 
i . r . ( 2 )
Duty Capt.(2)

ws 
U.S.N.
Hd. of M. 
D.T.D.(M) 
D.T.D.(3) 
D.T.D.(C) 
D.M.S. 
D.D.O.D.(C)



MOST SECRET

*War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

16 S
5.12.1942.
Saturday.

South Atlantic - Contd.
(3) Censorship prevented report being passed 
direct to Union from Lourenco Marques but United 
Press cable to London was called back here.
(4) Press and other cables from London are 
assumed to have been passed by London censorship

and are not subjected to further censorship here or submitted 
to Naval authorities for scrutiny.
(5) Consequently report reached press who reluctantly suppressed 
it on grounds that its publication was playing straight into 
enemy hands.
(6) In view of position described in para. 4 above request 
urgent representations may be made to London censorship to stop 
items in press cables to S. Africa which are not suitable for 
publication. This is the more necessary now as press have 
realised leniency of London censorship and are arranging for 
items from Lourenco Marques to be passed back to S. Africa from 
London.
(C. in C. S.A. , 1320C/5 to Admty.)

My 0022/5, not to R.A.C.F. H.D.M.L. 1150 and 
next seven boats to be shipped from U.K. are to 
constitute the 135th M.L. Flotilla. Request 
you will indicate port to which stores and 
spares should be shipped.
(D.D.O.D.(C), 1326A/5 to C. in C. S.A., (r ) 
R.A.C.F.)

At about 0915Z today disastrous explosion 
occurred, probably magazine of trawlers refitting 
alongside and caused by petrol in harbour from 
civil source (? becoming) alight. Following 
trawlers sunk: BENGALI, CANNA and SPANIARD.
KELT (? ajfoat) but wrecked. Dockyard badly 
smashed and out of action. Naval casualty 
list approx. 1 officer, 17 men and 3 Kroomen 
missing presumed killed. Many injured. Full 

list of killed and injured will be reported as soon as known.
(N.O.I.C. Lagos, 1345Z/5 to R.A.W.A., (R) Admty.,
FHILOCTETES.)
Regret to inform you that three armed trawlers blew up at 

Apapa this morning. So far as can be ascertained no loss of 
life except those on the trawlers, numbers not known. Number 
of persons injured. Two small Marine Department vessels sunk 
and others damaged. Marine Dockyard out of action, but extent 
of damage not yet ascertained. No suspicion of sabotage. 
Enquiry will be held.

(Governor Nigeria, (sir B. Bourdillon), No T.0.0./5 to
S. of S. for Colonies.)

135 M.L. 
Flotilla.

Lagos
Harbour
explosion,
BENGALI,
CANNA,
SPANIARD,
KELT.

LLANDAFF 
CASTLE. 

(Contd.)

THYME, Capetown departure 1915C/4th THYME escorting
ELISE, tanker ELISE to 031° 15’ S. 013° 14' E. and
P. 552. thence to R/V with P.552 in 031° 00' S. 015° 00'

hh E. at 1400C/6th and escort to Simonstown.
' (C. in C. S.A., 1359c/5 to Admty., P.552.)

/TOUAREG • • •



SECRET
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(♦NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad j"  O .T.P.” ) are excepted from this rule.;

Naval Cyhhor ( i t )  by ‘s.

Addressed,, Admiralty, N4G0X ,F „ ,  C» in  Co South A t l a n t i c ,
B.A.D.Washington, V.A* G ibraltar, Comoclantfor 
106, S»B.N.C. Western A tla n tic .

Freetown.H«M. S. BDINBURGH 0A3TL.B, H. M. Sub, P»6li+9 *

COWSLIP, H. M. S. AUBtfSTIA ,H.M. S. SNOWDBOP, H. M. S. VI0 
H. M. 3. ItoCKROSB ♦French Sloops SAVORGNAN-DB-B^AZZA, 

tfpRBSIDBNT H0UDUC3, BBLLWORT,

Advance Copy, Ops*, O.D.

V .O .N .S .
A oC .N .S . (F )
N.A. 1st S.' 
n a n t .  P im f

Me (2 )
0 ,  X* Go
Mails.
Movts.
I  . P . , ( 3 )
D.A/3.W. 
W, D.
v\ *D a

P . P . )  ( 2 )  
U)

W A RN IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message,

From. F.O.C. Wost Africa /a jO; 5« 12,4-2© 
Pood: 194-8.

Wookly statomont 5th Dooembor

H+27Z/5.
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5.12.1942.
War Diary. Saturday.

TOUAREG.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Comtd.
Arrival Pointe Noire 5th Dec. CH£6£6tf$ 43 
escorting SS. TOUAREG.
(B.N.L.O. W.A.F. , 1525/5 to F.O.W.A.F. , (R) 
Admty., R.N.O. Lagos, N.C.S.O. Duala.)

U.S. M/V, Pass following for action to N.O.I.C. Falkland
distress. Islands from Cominch C. and R. U.S. merchantman

#-(? MAY) CKEESDAWN bound Buenos Aires to
Valparaiso now in difficulties due to westerly 

gale South (? of) Cape Horn has been directed to make Port 
Stanley for further instructions. Upon arrival request you 
re-route this vessel to its destination through Magellan 
Strait. Alusna Buenos Aires has (? arranged accordingly). 
(Radio Washington, 1546Z/5 to Admty.) & # £ £ sp 0 r j -
Passing action being taken by W.R.

U/Bs. District Commissioner Afloa reports sub. sighted 
by fishermen 3 miles off Afloa at 06l0/4th.
U.S. aircraft reports sighting submarine 4 miles 
south of Accra at 1155z/5th. Course 180°. 
(F.O.C.W.A., 1547Z/5 to Admty., (r ) N.O.I.C. 
Lagos, N.O.I.C. Takoradi.)

NIEUW
AMSTERDAM.

Following received from NIEUW AMSTERDAM. Your 
1751/4th Dec. will pass R/V 0200 G.M.T. 6th Dec. 
Advise continuing on account of leak main steam 
pipe, speed still 20 knots.
(Burnham Radio, 1600 G.M.T./5 to C. in C. S.A. , 
(r ) Admty., C. in C. W.A. )

COLUMBINE,
towage.

My 1655/30th, not to Eastern Fleet.
Propose BOLD and INTEGRITY tow SS. COLUMBINE 
disabled (?at) Pointe Noire to Capetown. Escort
to be provided by three of trawlers on passage to 

Cape. This will avoid commercial tug being sent from Cape. 
(F.O.W.A, , 1615Z/5 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. E.F., C. in C. S.A. , 
N.O.I.C. Takoradi, B.N.L.O.W.A. , ST. LOMAN. )
Approved. (Admty., 1052A/7.)

ENTERPRISE,
Unidentified
ship.

Illuminated ship approx. 8000 tons in 019u 40' N. 
020° 42' W. steering 035° at 10 knots. Unable 
to identify. Have assumed neutral and am 
proceeding in accordance with previous 
instructions.
(ENTERPRISE, 2001Z/5 to F.O. West Africa.)

Personnel
ohips.

Your 1103/4th Dec., F.O.C. West Africa 1757/4th 
Dec. (re sailing of ALMANZORA, JOHAN VAN 
OLDENBARNEVELT for U.K.) Unescorted numbers 
only are to be embarked.
(D.O.D.(F), 2241a/5 to C. in C. S.A., (r ) 
i’.O.C.W.A. )
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

5.12.1S&J-2. 
Saturday.

Mediterranean.

Enemy P.O.and S. of 2 destroyers and one Merchant
Units. Vessel 59.35 N. 12.50 E. 220° 12 knots.

(A/C 0/S G5N/T 0030A/5 to Air H.Q.Malta).

P.219. P.219 your 2213/14-th. acknowledged good work
P.217. return forthwith through 058.27, 009.30 to pass

/- 038.38 008.01 at 0l+30A/6th thence as ordered by
Y £. ~ / Capt.(s) 8. Attention is called to movements of
P.222 and PORPOISE. P.217 is to patrol your area given in my 
2359/3rd.
(Gapt.S.10.0159/5, to P.219 P.217 (R) N.O.X.F. S/Ms on patrol 
Capt.(S) 8). (See also IOI4.OA/5 ).

p.il5. Port generator broken down, unserviceable, Gape
R. of P. San Vito not yet reached.

2. abortive submerged attacks, undoubted 
detection 9000 yards, no explanation, target 
turned away, few depth charges, 90 minutes 
hydrophone hunt.

Convoy route 25* W. Marittimo.Probable R.D.F. 
direct destroyers by night certain vicinity 
Marittimo.
(P.2+3 03U6A/5 to Oapt.S.lO).

SPEEDY. SPEEDYentering now.
(Malta 0729A/5 to C.S.15).

Operation 
"Portcullis."

Enemy
Destroyers.

Convoy M.W.U4. arrived.
(V. A.Malta 0812A/5 to Admty, N.C.X.F. etc).

Following has been ready from Alexandria W/T:- 
P.C. and S. of U destroyers. 37.20 N. 10.20 E. 
(A/C C/S FAU Duty D. O 8I4.OA/ 5  to Hal Far D/F 
(Malta)).

M.T.Bs for 
Malta.

Intend sailing M.T.Bs 268 and 260 at 1100B/5th 
for Malta E.T.A. 0900B/6th passing through (AA) 
035.25 N. O H 4..O6 E. S. of A. 20 knots. Constant 
watch on Admiral’s wave shifting to read M.D. 
routine. Codeword "Object."
(S.O. 10th M.T.B.F. 08U6A/5 to N.O.I.C.Malta (R) 
C.C.F. F.0.C.l5th C.S. A.I.G.72, R.N.H.Q.M.E., 
WELSHMAN, S.H.A.46, H.Q.R.A.F.M.E.).

QUICKMATCH
REDOUBT,
TANATSIDE.

QUICKMATCH, REDOUBT arrived 22^0/i+th fuelled and 
sailed Ql|.35/5th TANATSIDE arrived 2200/lj.th fuell
ed and sailed 0625/5th. All ships rejoined 
convoy K.M.F.U. . . „ „

cl. ' J  (-VVA^Malta 0927A/5th to Admty (R) N.C.X.F. F.O.IC 
Oran, Cdre.Algiers).

9
/Force.Q... •
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V/ar Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

5.12.19U2.
Saturday.

Force Q.
U/B
attacked "by 
ESKIMO.

Mediterranean - Oontd.
Force Q arrived Bone. U-Boats sighted at 1952 
in 57.39 N. 08.12 E. and at 2350 in 57.55 N. 
08.10 E. Not considered same U-Boats. Latter 
sighted at 8 cables by ESKIMO who attacked 
leading edge at wake with full pattern as U/B 
crash dived. Destruction considered probable. 
(F.O.0.12th C. S. 0930A/5 to F.O.I.S.(R) N.X.C.$

TIGRIS. P.219's 2213/Uth. TIGRIS proceed dive by
, . <* day pass 038.10 N, 007.58 E. at 2100/ 5th

* i ' l l  thence 065° or as ordered by Capt.(S- 10 
to carry out natrol off Naples.
(Oapt.S.8. 09U0A/5, to TIGRIS (R) Oapt.(S) 10 
N.C^X.F. S/Ms on patrol).

p.219. Well done.
Proceed diving by day through 039.01 N. 006.59 

v >*-/<* E. at 2000/6th 039.01 003.16 at 2200/7th, 135
Gape Palos 10 miles at 0200/9th, 180° Gape de Gata 10 miles at 
2000/9th, thence 10 miles from Spanish Coast to arrive Gib.
1050/ 10th. a ^
Proceed on surface at your discretion on 10th and do not cross
001+.55 W. before 0630/lOth. „
(Gaut.S.8. 101+0A/5, to P.219 (H) 8th S.F., N.C.X.F., Gapt.(S) 
10th).

Enemy
M/Vs.

Three M/Vs 21+0, 3> 200, 19.j)0 S. 11.1+1; E.
(A/G G/S BTD Duty/E 101+5Z/5 to No. 201 Group H.Q)

SCYLLA.

Order to 
s/ms.

E. T.A. Algiers 0800A/6th. Request Gate at
0 8 3 0 .
(SCYLLA 1052A/5 to Gdre.Algiers,(R) N.C.X.F.,
F. O.G.N.A. S.O. Force H.)

Withdraw 50 miles from the Coast, orders
follow. /  ̂ , /nv
(Capt.S.10 1058A/5 to S/Ms on Patrol, (R) 
N.C.A.F.)•

Enemy
M/V.

Following has been read by Alexandria.
P.G. and S. of enemy 1 small Merchant Vessel 
(not exceeding 2,000 tons) _/7.55 N. 12.05 E.080
degrees, 12 knots. .
(A/C G/S FAU Duty S. 1107A/5 to Hal Far).

P.C. and S. of one enemy M/V (not
exceeding 10,000 tons) are 0251 205 3. exceeding , ^  ^  1110A/5 Hal F?r)

Following has been read from Alexandria. 1 M/V 200 2 220 

:>5*05(A/G1G/S0BTD Duty E. 1110Z/5 to 201 Group).

/LLANGIBBY
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War Diary.

5.12.1942
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Oontd.
LLANGIBBY Your l648A/4th(Circulated as 1709/4) LLANGIBBY
CASTLE. CASTLE and TEGELBERG delayed By collision at
TEGELBERG. Gibraltar. Request names of ships required in

Enemy Units. Following has been read by Alexandria W/T
P.C. and S. of enemy i medium M/Vs 1 destroyer 
38.00 IT. 11.^2 E. 020° 10 knots.

Following has been read by Alexandria. One M/V 270° 2 
miles 100° 35.14 N.11.15 E. 2 M/Vs 090° 2 miles 170° 34.50 
11.30 E. One M/V 000° one mile 500° 34.57 N.11.13 E.
(A/C C/S BTD Duty E.1135/5, 1144/5, 1156/5).

stock given.
Request provision trays and shell bags for 
di s embarkati on.

X- (SCYLLA 1132A/5 to N.C.X.F.(R) C.S.12th.F.i 
Cdre. Algiers, S.O. Force H.)«

/> /> JU »  /i j

No indication yet when vessel will continue voyag 
to Aegean.
(S.O.(I) Istanbul via N.I.D. 1135C/5, to S.O.(l) 
Med. S.l (R) D.N.I.).

My 1135C/5 ? addressed Malta. CELENO ? may 
sail next 48 hours for Piraeus. B o

(S.O.(l) Istanbul 1550C/5 to S.l Malta S.10, 
S.O.(I) Med. (R) D.N.I.).

.Malta ___ -____ ^Arrivals. CLEOPATRA,XDID0,*EURYALUS, ORION,
Movements. 'JERVIS, KELVIN, NUBIAN, JAVELIN, DULVERTON,

CROOME, TETCOTT, PAKENHAM, ALDENHAM, EXMOOR, 
BELVOIR, HURSLEY,^PALADIN, PETARD, QUEEN OLGA, 
PINDOS.
(V.A.Malta, 1140A/5 to Admty etc).

follow. , % .
(S.O.I.S. 1148A/5 to C.S.12 (R) N.C.X.F.).

''Portcullis" Just heard that "Portcullis" has entered Malta. 
"Quadrangle." If as appears probable the Axis have not been

out any conr unique until completion of 
"Quadrangle". If we talk too much it may goad 
them into activity.
(C. in C.Med 1151B/5 to Admty (R) N.O.I.C.Malta).

(A/C C/S FAU S. 1127A/5 to Hal Far).

Ammunition
for
Algiers.

Your 1120A/3rd now received. Amend my l622A/4th 
not to Cdre.Algiers, (a) 1000 of each.
(b) 6", 150 H.E. 440 C.P.B.C. which is total

CELENO
(Italian)

My 1432C/4. CELENO arrived fully laden 8.30 
G.M.T. from Constanza.

Force Q
■X L ^ ~  p> i . X b *

Force Q is to sail after dark further instruction

•Dublicity. interested I feel it would be better not to put

/WELSHMAN...
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W ARN IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* * if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(♦NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (•• O .T .P .” ) are excepted from this rule.)

> r  • i n  '  r\ 
i'lU  J i J  A e  n; .1,'! *. M

t J  l  j Do comber IN

From Algiers. Date 13.12.42 
Reed. 1730Z

<rzf- A/ 
>1*

Addressed: ABFOR London.

Reference NO. 1224.

Interior Addresses: To: ABFOR AGWAR
From: FREEDOM AEGIERS

Situation report 31, December 4:

1. Scalo of fighting 3 December more serious 
than first roportod. lltn Brigade suffered heavy 
casualties. , Especially roar guard. 2 Hampehires 
who failed to got withdrawal ordor and were cut off.
•L>ue collapse and blocking track through defile 
used in night withdrawal. Loss in guns high. 
Particularly 6 pounder anti-tank guns of which 20 
lost, llth Brigade claim inflicted severe 
casualties on enemy 3 December, Strength enemy 
attack estimated at least 3 Battalions with 35 Mark
3 and Mark 6 tanks supported by dive bombers. After 
withdrawal position established line roportod in 
Emulation Report 30. Vory heavy divo bombing morning
4 December. Only patrol activity during day.
.Vttompt operate fightors from Modjox El Bab airdrome 
late Decombor m  order losson buraon of continual 
divo bombing of tired troops wlioocannot bo relieved * 
for 3 days at loast. Until air throat properly 
dealt with no possibility of lessoning effort 
Gomandod of supporting R.A.F. and U.S.A. Squadrons.

2. Air score December 4: 6 destroyed.
2 probable. 7 damagod. Our loss 8.

, 3. llth Brigade must bo roinforcod strongly
before fit for clfoctive action. Situation 36th 
Brigade unchanged. Touch established with commando 
landod on North Coast. Total loss enemy tanks.
1 to o Decombor estimated 33. No figures on thoso 
recovered. CG V Corps assumed command all troops 
forward zono. Administrative situation forward 
precarious. Reserves small. Should improve when 
largo stocks all kinds reach railhead within 48 hours, 
.rrival of more trucks permits opening Sunday new 
road supply route south from La Calle. Lattor port 
will bo stocked from Bone by landing craft tank and

landing....



2,
landing craft MGK. Much progress relieving block from 
forward railways. Inefficient railway staff Souk El 
Arba still cause delays. Transportation expert A  
obtained from Gen Juin to assist solve muddle there. 
Splendid work by Royal Engineers and French employees 
succeeded clear line at Souk Ahras for first train 
at 1600Z. Electricity will not bo restored for 48 
hours at least, . I-oanwhilo shunting and other work 
impeded. CG First Army to visit Constantino. -Ain 
Beida and Tobossa Docomber 5.

Rac'd AG ETO: DEC.060915Z.
1121/5

Advance copy sent Ops., O.D. & O.I.C.

ETO DISTRIBUTION:
Relays: Relayed to Agwar by
signals, AES Additional Action 
if Required: G-3 (8)
Information copies:

Rec'd in War Reg. 1800/6.

1. Cables 
.2. AG Records
3. Sec GS (2)
4. G-l
5. 0-2
6. 0*4
7. STANDARD SITUATION AND

INTELLIGENCE
DISTRIBUTION.

•'s'*



MOST SECRET I'ro'i

WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f ir s t  he paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to  
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or Alliikl80&/i5teni)U3(fe2R3btsd&.

036 dogs, 17* North 000 dugs, 11 ' jiast routod 34, 100 to
:  % vv»n n o i

North 000 dugs, 48’ 3 a s t , 037 dogs, 57* North 000 d jga , 23«
Nast tliunou 109 (corru p t group) d i n o t  Oran, Ouoti ins jo in  at 
1000A 7th , 93, 50, 7Q, 57, 7-y-* Oanoul r jutu givun in paragraoh 
4 ; f  my s itu a tion  r  up >rt 1952A 4th,

4, 4 .T . 5,11.11.3. ALARN, OANlTUa, LORD HOTEL‘S  , L011D NUP?i:SLD, 
s a il in g  fr jn  Bonn p.m. 5th routod 91, 99, 51 thnnou to A lg ie rs ,

5, 8afo o.onduot Owiss G’ l'TARQiiO 8 knots , ( oorrupt group) Gv/iss 
oil art irod Spanish NBU8T1U UINORA DdL CAPfllW, sa ilu d  Gan oa 3rd 
.ooo T)our r^utud 10 n ilu s  North o f  R ovullata P o in t , Wuot o f 
Ib iza  t ) G ib ra ltar,

5, Oafo oonduot Spanish NQRT:d,3ailod G ib ra lta r  1200/3 ooast- 
wiso t )  wan Gubastian tnonou 10 m iles South o f  Levant Islandt j Gun la 5-g>

I >'-I w ing sa fe  oonduot ships r mtod Oapn t )  Gape between 
G ib ra lta r , wan Sebastian and M arsa llies : ••

(A) P >rtuguoso AHERI sa ilo d  G ib ra ltar  1500/2 to  Mars n il lu  a 
9 *

(0 ) Swedish VJDA 3ailnd M arseilles aid Do cumber to Gibr.'i

Data, 5,12*42,
Prom. N.G.X.P

Naval Godo (L . l )  By T/P
Rood, 23 30*

( B) Portuguese TAGU3 sailud  G ibra ltar 1500/2 to M arseille.
9 V*

(D) .jwediah jUIBLA sa iled  M arseilles 4th December to  Gibr 
7 .

B r io f .  • . •
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v ■ ■ %

On

B rie f s itu ation , report 2001A 5th Western Modite:>^®eak 
submarines excepted,

G* Force H arrives G ib ra lta r  0330 6th  from Eastward*
r~ 4
9. H.II.fl, LBQNIAN escorted  ty  H.M.3. NAOTUBSIUM,
LTW£W7JlLiG sa ile d  Oran day ligh t 5th fo r  A lg iers* Amend any 
s itu a tion  report ,of yesterday para. 10 accord in g ly .

10. H.M.3, WI3HAHT s a i ls  A lg ie r s  p.m */5th to  a rrive  Bougia 
dayligh t 5th thence ph i l l  ippo v i l l a  13.

11* JX3PTFO:© s a i ls  A lg ie rs  p .m ,/5 th  to  a rrive
P h i'l l ip p e v ille  a.rn, 5th 12. A, ^  ■ tjb '

12. H.M.ii, OGYLLA s a i ls  G ib ra lta r  130^/5th fo r  A lg ie r s .
. . /s . / it 1_1130A/5. f

Advance copy sent Duty Capt. B.C.B, (5 ) D.'i'.B

1st >i.L* (2)
V. G .N .3.
A .  G.U . 3 . ( F ) ( 2 )
a . g.h . s . ( t )
ii.A . 1st ->.Ij, 

(H) (2 )  
D.0.J). (F )(2 )  
aid. of P , ( lo )  
h. 0 .1 ,0 , (2)
B. y f p , ( 2) 
O .T .D .fo ) 
O .lVO.(P)
I«P. ( 2'
W. D. w 
Duty Capt. (2 ) 
Au.Blake 
U,G.N,(3) 
Ad.Pajnsey (4 ) 
0 ,0 .0 .(2 )
B .o f  P .(Q )
B.H.G,
io» . 3. V/,  1 ) .  (  3 )

-OTA.

'



MOST SECRET
WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version o f a secret, cypher or confidential

the text musMBSSa'tGEs dt)Gj&, esseUled. to
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services

From: Capt (S) 8. Date 5.12.42.
Reed; 1740.

Naval Cypher 3 S by T/P

Addressed:Ships and Authorities in  Area g -

IMPORTANT.

2000A/5th.
S/m situation  in Western Mediterranean e.r,

H.M.S. URSULA,42 22 North 05 57 East course 
8 knots. -

(2) H.M.S, TRIBUNE,37 36 North 00 17 West 
proceeding 10 miles oil* Cape to Cape to G ibraltar 
11 knots.
(3) P.51,36 38 North 02 18 West through 155 
Palos Gape 5 thence 65° 8 knots.
(4) H.M.S. TIGRIS 38 07 North 07 49 East course
656 11 knots. y / 7 7

(5) P.219 passing 38 38 North 08 01 East at 0430
6tn thence through 39 01 North 06 59 East thence 270° 
n  knots, s—-  jt>£,/l \f  \/ 4^
(6 ) t H.M.S PORPOJSE passing 38 39 North 08 01 East 
0100 7th thence follow ing p.219 II  knots. />. /&,

(7) A ll S/ms diving by day 2? knots surface speed 
as stated.

1230A/5.
Advance Copy sent Duty 
D. O.D.(F) D.O.D.(H)

C apt.,

A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N.S. F) (2) 
N.f . 1st S.L. 

Cent Pim 
D.O.D. (E) (2) 
D.O.D.CF) 2 
D.D.O.D. (M)
Duty Capt„(2)

.D .I .C .(2 ; 
o f  Plans (2) 

D.A/S.W.
"d o f  "
vvI.P.  (2)D .T.D . (M)
F.O.S. by courier



MOST SECRET.

171
5.12.1* 2.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Gontd.

My 1541/4th WELSHMAN and PALADIN sailing 
at 1500/5th, speed adjusted to pass through 
position N N at 0800/6th, thence S. of A.itTIrfLi* » v«**0 20 ^ots.

f ' 2. Request WELSHMAN he informed of shipping 
likely to he encountered.
(V. A.Malta 1202A/5 to C. in C.Med).

Sailed WELSHMAN, PALADIN.
(V.A.Malta, 1500A/5 to Admty etc).

War Diary.

WELSHMAN 
■* PALADIN.

Black Sea. 1.Naval.
(a) December 1st Russian surface forcessank a 
10,000 tons tanker, 2 M/Vs of 2,000 to 3»000 

tons and prohahly sank a gunboat of DUMISTRESKU Glass and two 
R/Boats in Western Black Sea.
(h) Reported that a S/M (?depot) ship sailed from Bourgas on 
Decemher 3rd to Eastward.
(2) (a) During night Novemher 30th. Russians occupied Maryshky 
Pass.
(h) No changes on other fronts.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 1224C/5th to Admty etc).

Bi-Weekly WX.2142.
Oosum No.79. Night 1/2 Decemher, 7 Liberators homhed shipping 

and harbour installations at Tripoli, damage 
mainly obscured by low cloud but bursts seen 

on bases of Spanish and Karamanli Moles.
Night 2/3 December.
About 12 to 15 aircraft believed JU.88s bombed Tobruk harbour.
1 jetty hit and high speed launch damaged. Casualties 7 
killed 6 wounded. 4 Hurricanes up sighted 2 enemy aircraft, 
but could not make contact. 1 enemy A/G shot down by A/A 
fire.
4th December.
24 B.24s made afternoon attack on shipping and harbour 
installations at Ga Lech (?Naplesj hits claimed on shipping 
including Battleship,Railway yards and quays, fires started on 
quays and in town. Photographs not yet examined.
(H.Q.R.A.F.M.E. 1228Z/5).

*  URSULA 
French 
Ships used 
by Axis.9t* 4^-

Information from German prisoner indicates 
possibility of (?several) French Ships 
probably (?in ballast) with Italian markings 
and German crew proceeding independently 
Marseilles to Naples North of Corsica. My 
position 041.10 N. 004.02 E. Speed of Advance

jlu mixes pex- day. Weather Report. . f ,n
(URSULA 1230A/5 to Capt.(S) 8,(R) S/Ms on patrol Capt.(S;.10,

* URSULA pass 135° Cape Palos 5 miles at 013°/9th, 1^°. 
Cane de Gata 5 miles at 2130/9th and arrive Gibraltar 1600/lOth 

(Capt.S.8. 1416A/5 to 8th S.F.).
Your 1250 sounds good* • 0-.

2 Proceed by previous route adjusting speed to pass 0j>9.^^» 
001.26 E. at 000l/7th Gape Palos at 0600/8th Gape De Gata at 
0600/9th to arrive Gibraltar 1100/l0th.
3. Do not pass 004.55 W. before 0600/10th.
(Capt.S.8.2110A/5 to URSULA (R) 8th S/M.F.).

/Enemy.....

110 miles p̂
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

172
5.12.1942.Saturday.

Mediterranean - Oontd.
Following ready "by Alexandria. P.0, and S. of 
enemy 1 medium M/V, 2 destroyers 57.20 N. IO.3 5.E 
2500 12 knots.
(A/C C/S FAU Duty S. 1237A/5 to Hal Far D/F).

Four enemy destroyers. Position 37.^0 N. ll.i+0 E. Course 
050° Sneed 20 knots, at 1255A/5.

(A/C C/S FAU Duty S. 1256A/5 to Hal Far)
Following has been read. P.C. and S. of one enemy U/V 

and 2 enemy destroyers 57.U-8 N. 11.28 E. 014.5° 12 knots at 1300A. 
(A/C Using C/S BTMS 1305A/5)

P.228. Observations made by P.228 between 18th and
Enemy 21st November shows "Point of arrival" for U/Bs
Intelligence, incoming to Naples was then 180° Imperatore 

point 1 .5  miles.
2.They approached on course 050° and altered 

course at point of arrival to 090° into Boca Grande.
3 .Other shipping apparently using the same route.
!+. Point of arrival was believed to be end of (5 groups omitted) 
A/S sweep of 5 schooners with A/C left Boca Grande passing 
point of arrival at about 1,300 swept 20 miles to seaward and 
returned to Southward outward route.
6.Imperatore light burning intermittently during arrival of 
U/Bs who made point of arrival about one hour after sunset. 
(Capt.S.8. 1258A/5 to Capt.(S) 10,(R) S/Ms on patrol N.C.X.F.).

Enemy
Units.

KANARIS Arrival KANARIS 111+5, departure DAUNTLESS.
DAUNTLESS. (Cdre.Aden.1301Z/5 to Admty etc).

U/B. S/M periscope sighted by A/C in 0^6.21.30 N.
001.01.30 W. at 1002.
(S.O. Force H. 131U-/5 to N.C.X.F.(R) F.O.C. 
Gibraltar).

It is necessary to reinforce Force "Q" in 
Western Med. to assist them in interrupting the 
Bizerta and Tunis supply lines.
2. Request you will send one 5»25 Cruiser 
from Malta Force to work temporarily under 
orders of N.C.X.F. making arrangements direct 

and informing Admiralty.
5.This will enable Force "Q" to have two forces, each v/ith 2 
cruisers, to work watch and watch.
1+.Cruiser detailed should take as much spare ammunition as

Force Q. 
Reinforce
ment by 

’’'DIDO.

with N.C.X.F.

possible. y v *tv.C.N.S. 1 j >1j.0 A/5 to G. in C.Med (R) N.C.X.F., V.A.M., C.S.15).
My 13ij.O/5. Para.U. Ship detailed is to embark as 

many 5.25 S.A.P. shell additional to outfit for passage to 
Algiers as can be carried without prejudice to fighting 
efficiency.
2. Amount to be reported.(D.G.D.Apnroved by A.C.N.S.(F) I65OA/ 5 to V.A.Malta (R)

C. in C.Med, N.C.X.F., C.S.15)Admty 15L|.0/5th^ report cruiser detailed. Suggest you 
keep*EURYALUS for fighter"direction. V.A. Malta is requested to 
sail the cruiser detailed as required by N.C.X.F.

(C. in C.Med 1853B/5, to C.S.15 (R) Admty, V.A.Malta 
N.C.X.F.).*Most Secret Distribution. /Your...
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W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(*N pT E  : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (•' O.T.P.”) are excepted from this rule.)

Addrossed D* o f S .T .,  repeated B.A.D. Washington fo r

SALLE not yo t s e rv ic e a b le  but when ready probab ly  to  
U .S.iw  Wo sh a ll cab le  s a i l in g  dates. V esse ls  w i l l  
s a i l  loaded when p o s s ib le . PLI.i 21 now load in g  f u l l  
cargo ir o n  ore and some esparto  grass 3CHIAFFIN0 w i l l  load  
phosphates.

2 .+  V esse ls  are being handled here as regards crows 
and s t  .'res by owners agents who v a i l  in  due course charge 
C. in  G. through K err w ith a l l  expenses th is  end but 
v e s s e ls  w i l l  be loaded when p o ss ib le  by agents appointed 
by us. I t  w i l l  be necessary to  appoint t in e  ch a rte rers  
agents U .S .A . or United Kingdon to  handle .v esse ls .

3* Vo understand that wages va ry  accord ing to  
Ownership o f  v e s s e ls  but are a l l  a t present ra te  o f 
oxchango s u b s ta n t ia lly  low er than B r it is h  wages. In  
order to  ob v ia te  p o s s ib i l i t y  o f crew trou b le  wo suggest 
steps should be taken to prevent con tact w ith  G a u llis t  
c lonents+ .Ve w i l l  send d e ta i ls  o f  crow wages when 
ob ta in ab le .

4* Ho arrangements over a r r iv in g  and degaussing 
wore included in  p ro v is io n a l arrangement or in  ch arter  
p a r t ie s  but understanding was th a t v e s s e ls  would be 
d e fe n s iv e ly  ociuipped at French expense on same p r io r i t y  
as a l l i e d  sh ips, v e s s e ls  rem aining on h ire  meanwhile.

5. Suggest treatm ent o f  expenses pa id  by K .V .T . 
on 3hip on Bareboat Charter to  G. in  G. should be 
s e t t lo d  between London and Washington. P lease  in form  
us what i s  s e t t le d .

V .C .N .B . 1602A/5*

1602A/5 December.
MESSAGE. HI.

From M.W.T.R. A lg ie r s . Datcj 3 .1 2 .4 2 . 
Reed: 2322.

NAVAL CYPHER *XD* BY W/T'm
C o rre c t io n .*  -  +

B.M.3.M-.

NABAB 502.

1. French Bareboat v e s s e ls  ch artered  under 
p ro v is io n a l arrangements are a l lo c  ted as fo llo w s  
DITTY S5ALKER LORRAINE and probab ly WYOMING- to  U .S .A . 
PU i 21 BGHIAFFINO AGENYO to  United Kingdom. DE LA

Ivl. (2 )
O .I.C . ( 3 )
Adm iral B lake.

D.T.D. 
D.T.D. 
D.T.D.N .A . la t  U« L« 

D. o f  P. ( 3) D. of S.Tc ( 2 )
f o r  a c tio n .

Adm iral Ramsey.( 4 ) 
D. o f  P. (Q )

26.
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communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

From. N .C .X .F .

M336AGB.
1720A/5th Dooombor*

D ate , 5*12*42,
IN

Rood* 1907* 
N ava l Code (L * l ) (3 a o r o t )  By VI/T.

Addressed , Chips and A u th o r it ie s ,  A rea  G.

IMPORTANT, ^  ^
^  o

I'Ty 1130 5th paragraph  9* 036 dogs* 23’ North  000 dogs. 59*
:3ast through 100. 8 Ten >ts*

172QA/5.

SECRET
W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(*N O T E  : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O.T.P.” ) are excepted from this rule.;

^  r‘- "* ” 1 7 3 5 ;;/5 th.Do cetnbe r .
IS S  SAGS IN *SACERRT,

From N.C.X.F* D ate* 6.12.1+2.

Reod, •■0215. 
Naval Shore Gode,L*ioSeoile t>T^_\^Ah»^i

ADDRESS ]3D. Ships and au thorities in  i4rea G*  ̂ ^  QC 

IMPORTANT. Cancel paragraph two* QULnN EMI.'Ux 

H*I.i»S* BIOSSTBR. H.M.S. TQldiJEIAND* E.T.aa. . . lg ie r s  

2100* f i f t h .  I cju b ,  )S % ^
/ ' 1735V 5 . ^  .
Advance Copy* Ops* 0*D» irade .

N .A .ls t  S.L. D.P *S*
Capt*Pin*Adrairalty House*M. (2; 
nue ( V i  Mails*
o % 'M )  T T l h0 . D . 8 *

0, 0 . 0 . ( 2) 
D , N , B « ( c , 0 . ) 
Adl.Raras ey* (hj



MOST SECRET 1'lL
WARNING: This is  an unparaphr&ssci < ei s i on o f a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be naraphrased i f  it  is  essential to 
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

KAtiiU3 w o q  -----------

i # Pr oviBi >nal arrangement was signed on 3rd of December

but "bade dated to 25th November* to u ■*,-> oo~ ope rati ng with. 

Kerr ill put tine it  into efi'oot hut please realize only a 

few m ere ships aro like ly  to be chartered by G.in C* under it# 

2# French ooastal shipqoing w ill  shortly start trading 

under French control as provided in arrangement* French 

w ill submit weekly programme to C*in 0. for approval#

P.3#T.O. Will have opportunity to make demands on these 

ships for military cargoes# A ll ships covered by approved 

^programme w ill bo accepted by us for insurance i f  requested. 

Gable on insurance follows,

3, C.C.S# have decided that the four passenger ships shall 

proceed Dakar, They w il l  reooivo bunkers for round voyage* 

Lemonnoiar has indicated ho is prepared to charter some or 

a ll of those including ATIICO rand GHAKPoLLION tp us after 

Dakar round is oomploted Dari an has suggested use. of 1*AK3AO!CH 

for round voyage to U*K# to fetch French repatriates# He 

may wish to substitute VILLE D 'O M  as MARRAKECH is thought 

not seawarthy* 0#in 0. is like ly  to a.greo one or other. Wo 

aro working on comprehensive proposal to oover future use of 

a ll  passenger ships including immediate use of a l l  those not

1 JUT 3ECRET IN

22?j/5’t& December#
FROM: M.W.T.R# Algiers.

Date* 50̂ -25,4:2* 
Rood; ■JiOQ

required. .#..*
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r

ships on Ions teun arrangements j . * o Acquires a decision .on 

p o licy  which wo cannot take here ho-o fa r  we can negotiate with

5, Lemonnier has indicated Darlas, may w rito 0oin 0. o fferin g  

release of a l l  B ritish  and A llie d  and Danish chips detained, 

here including LBMEQNIA provided we agree to recognise as 

French a l l  French vessels now in our serv ice . He does not 

propose t  o ask fo r  disturbance o f ex is tin g  arrangements fo r  

th e ir  empl oyment* We sha ll cable fu lly  as so m as tliis  proposal 

is  received but be ready fo r  th is. T̂ he proposal is  apparently 

based n̂ ignorance of our in a b ility  to  pay compensati >n fo r  

and return requ isitioned ships but i t  may now be necessary 

to promise s im ila r to n e  to  ships seised in p r ize . Meanwhile 

no ship except Bo&hiEBsUo U-.s boon handed over and French have 

written reserving th e ir  rights over her.

S* Informati on on ships at Dakar expected shortly*

7. Please o on firm you wish we proceed on above lin e s . 'y^j

him except as a temp orary measure and in name o f G.in G,
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5.12.1942.

War Diary. Saturday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean -  Contd.

Your 1854B.(71833/5 intended) H.M.S.DIDO. 
(C.S.15 2024A/5 to 0. in C .M ed ).^ .,^

5 .Air Night 3/4 December. Malta Albacores 
attacked two southbound M/Vs about 3»000 
tons N.W. o f T ripoli. One ship blown up 
by torpedo, second set on fire  and le ft  

with heavy l i s t .  Malta Wellingtons bombed aerodromes in 
South Eastern S ic ily  to cover approaching convoy from Egypt. 
American B.24s bombed shipping and harbour insta llations at 
Naples. Hits claimed on ships, including battleship, and fires  
started on quays. Photographs not yet examined.
(0. in C.M.E.1400B/5).

Air R/C. Visuals forenoon Dec.5th. 1, Messina, 5 Cruisers,
2.Naples, 2 Battleships, 3 Cruisers, 1 Cruiser 
appears to be on its  side.

3 .Palermo. 6 Destroyers and 2 Merchant Ships outside Harbour.
3 Merchant Ships against outer mole. Photographic confirmation 
Naoles follow s.
( N.O.I.O.Malta 1426A/5 to C. in C.Med, N.C.X.F. e tc ).

E.T.5. Intend to sa il E.T.5 at 1800/5th. Codeword "Hanke
sneed 7 knots. E.T.a . Algiers 0700/7th.
(N.O.I.C.Bone, l430A/5th to F .O .I.S .(R ) N.C.X.F. 
e tc ) .

Enemy From Alex. W/T following has been read:-
Units. Following is  position o f one medium sized

vessel, one destroyer, 2 E-Boats 38.05 N, 11.37 3 
090° 11 knots.
(A/C Call Sign BTM Duty E.1515A/5 to Malta W/T).

Force Q. 
Reinforce
ment by 
DIDO. 
Contd.

Cositrep
No.614.

P.42.
# P.35.
■X* '“A*-/'-

12th C.S.

Arrived P.42 1240/5th, sailed P.35 1307/5th. 
(V.A.Malta 1522A/5 to Admty e tc ).

Return to Algiers tonight. Report Time of 
Sailing and E.T.A.
(F .O .I.S . 1602A/5 to F.0.C.12th C.S.(R) N.C.X.F, 
Cdre.Algiers).

French
Shipping.

Allocation under provisional arrangement 
[M.W.T.R. Algiers 1602A/5, 2220A/5 to D .S.T .) 
3ee Lion Copy.

/N aples.. .
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5.12.1914.2.War Diary, Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Gontd.
Naples Photographs show 3 battleships in Naples.
Palermo Also 6 destroyers are inside Palermo.
R/G. (V.A;Malta I616A/5 , to G. in C.Med S.O. Force "I"

Gdre.Algiers. G.S.12. N.C.X.F&)F.O.C.N.A.Admty, 
(R) S.O. Force "H").

Enemy G-2 report for 22+ hrs. period ending 224-OOZ/Dec/Uth
Intelligence. Part 3 Naval. French Fleet P.R.U. December 3rd 

showed no major change. 3 cruisers still 
burning. Italian Fleet no major change. Between 

6° E. and Gibraltar perhaps 10 U/Bs.
(Algiers 1627/5 to Usfor).

M.T.Bs. My 1709/Uth.M.T.Bs 3 hours late entire passage.
265. ■ „ ,,, (C.C.F. I6UUB/5  to Advance M.T.B.Base (R)
507. 0.15th G.S., V.A.Malta, H.Q.R.A.F.M.E.) •

P.217. />./££. Cancel previous orders,consider S.P. 0236i+ (22 }
P.222. (Area recoding table for S/Ms in dangerous areas)

may be compromised,am therefore giving you very 
large area. Establish patrol forthwith in 

following sector, P.217 from 225° to 255°. P.222 from 205° to 
225° both radii 60 miles from summit Mount Vesuvius. You must 
rely on your R/G for interception.
(Capt.S.10. 1 7 1 W 5  to P.217, P222, (R) N.G.X.F. etc).

CRETE. Arrival 1 a.m./December 5th German controlled
steamer CRETE loading lemons and leaving Dec. 
7th evening for Valencia, Marseilles. 
(Cartagena 1725/5 to Admty),

P.55.

/*  *  f  L •

P .35 sailed 1300A/5th for patrol in area 336 by 
035.10 N. 036.10 N. and 012° E.
(Gant.S.10. 1801A/5 to G. in C.Med).

Oran Area. M.S. and patrol vessels in Oran area. 8th. Tr.Gp
SHI ANT, EDAY, INCHMARNOCK, KERRARA: L- .
10th T.G. FOUIA. WESTRAY, KINTYRE, HUNDA:

20th. T.G.N3GR0, /EeLBURY, FILE-BAY: also FLUELLEN, CHARLES 
MACIVER, Tug RESTIVE, M. L$t(/^ *80 or~3^8), U63, U69, U71,
U80, U83, 11U2, 1127, 1128, 1139. M.M.S. (?78), 89, US, U+0* 
(F.O.I.G.Oran 1802A/5 to Admty).

Convoy Two shadowing aircraft convoy codeword
"Mayfair.1* "Mayf air" 37.03 N. U.09 E. 2 6 U ° 20.

(Gall Sign a/l 1807/5 to Algiers W/T.)

Convoy Convoy "Funnel" U ships, 6_escorts S.O.
"Funnel." SNAPDRAGON due Benghazi 1030/7th passes

Ras Ettin 2250/5th December. Speed 7 knots, 
routed 10 miles off shore.
(C. in C.Med. I83OB/ 5  to WELSHMAN).

/k .m .f .u ___
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5.12.191*2.
Saturday.

0

Mediterranean - Gontd.

K.M.F.1+. Sail ANTENOR and SOBIESKI for Philippeville and
ORBITA and MALOJA for Bone escorted %  BICESTER 
and WILTON to Philippeville and ZETLAND,

WHEATLAND and LAMERTON to_Bone.
Convoy to leave Algiers 1300A/6th and arrive Philippeville 
daylight and Bone 0800A/7th.
Route 2b (?5 or 85). 36 91. Fighter protection arranged 
Codeword "Collins’'. SCYLLA may he sailed later for Bone to 
provide additional A/A protection.
(S.O.I.S. 1832A/5 to Cdre.Algiers (R) N.C.X.F., WILTON, WHEATLAND 
LAMERTON, SCYLLA, BICESTER, ZETLAND).

Movements Algiers arrivals FELIXSTOWE, ROTHESAY,MARIGOLD,
Algiers. POLRUAN, BRIXHAM from Bone with M.K.S.3,

Departures to PhilippevillefDEPTFORD, to Gibraltar
----------------- ^with M.K.S.3.(X) ROCHESTER, LEITH, ERNE,

SCARBOROUGH, STORK, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA.
(Cdre.Algiers, 1900A/5 to Admty (R) S.O.I.S., N.C.X.F.).

/>■'/**
M.K.S.3.(X) 1. M.K.S.3.(X)

2.3, 1600A/5th.
• / b» li knots.

5.8. As £n N.C.X.F. I63OAA.
~^6.XTA¥^%ESSEX,*ARDROSSAN, DUNBAR,*LYME REGIS ,X WORTHING, 

COREOPSIS, and JONQUIL, Med.escort ROCHESTER, LEITH,
SCARBOROUGH, STORK, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL, AZALEA.
(Algiers 1916A/5, 1936A/5 to Admty). 1*+ <>[»£.** k &AA.
X û ./i 1+ . (./,$_  jjj» V 7jli-  h  i d

E.A.C. Operafiohs Summary N0.2I4. - 1800 hrs 3rd Dec.
Air to 1800 hrs Uth December.
Report. 1. One operations.

Blida. 19 Bislejs took off to attack Docks and 
shipping Bizerta and Sidi Ahmed airfield excellent weather over 
target. Building set on fire. Amongst bombs dropped docks were 
half 6 and 12 hours delay action.
(E.A.C.1920A/3).
Jijelli. 2. U.S.A. C.C.Report. 8 L.26 escorted BS.81, P .38 left 
to bomb ships and docks at Bizerta. 7 A/C attacked 1057 hrs 
dropping 31 x 500 lb. bombs. Hits reported in ship, warehouse, 
railway station and oil tanks, Flak intense. 15 to 20 ships in 
Bizerta Lake also A/C Carrier,* heavy cruiser, several U/Bs.
6 ships convoys heading for port. One B.26 missing. Escort 
attacked by 10 ME.109s and FW.109s. 1 S/A destroyed 1 damaged.
1. P.38 damaged. 18.B.17 left to attack shipping in docks at 
Bizerta.
♦W.D.Note. E.A.C. 231*7/7 says "No sign of any aircraft carriers." 
lb. A/C dropped 110 or 150 x 500 lbs. bombs from 20,000 10214. hrs. 
Results considered excellent.
(E.A.C.2150/5, 221*5/5).

Malta Air A.I.150 C.S.R.Night l*/5th December, no enemy
Report. air activity locally, one Beaufighter carried

out intruder patrol over Comiso to cover arrival 
of Malta convoy but saw no enemy A/C airborne. 

Day 5th December 31* Spitfires were airborne to protect 
arrival of Malta convoy. 30 Spitfires were airborne on

/protective...



MOST SECRET.

176
V:'ar Diary,

5.12.191+2.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Gontd.

Malta Air protective patrol throughout the day to cover
Report unloading of convoy 8 Spitfires were despatched
Gontd. on offensive R/C for enemy aircraft and shipping

in the area of Linosa and Lampedusa hut made no 
sightings. Beaufighters have made 8 sorties on offensive 
sweeps in the Hamammet ,Kerkenah',. Khoms area. 2 Beaufighters found 
at 131+5 hours 030° SFAX 35 miles one D/R one M/V 5000 tons 1 
small vessel and attacked D/R at deck level with cannon and 
machine guns scoring many strikes amidships and on quarter deck 
causing small explosion and starting fire near bridge.
(A.H.Q.Malta 1950/5).

Part 2 My AI 130 Dec i+. 2 special Wellingtons patrolled
off Porto Empedocle and in the Straits of Messina to locate and 
report any E/Bs attempting to attack the Malta convoy. No 
sightings were made. 3 torpedo carrying Wellingtons despatch 
to locate and attack enemy southbound shipping North of Sicily 
found no suitable targets and brought torpedoes back. Welling
tons made 19 successful sorties to attack the dock at La 
Goulette Tunis. In first attack 1800 to 1930 hrs 10 Wellingtons 
dropped bombs from i+,000 ft scoring hits across the entrance to 
the harbour and on Quay sides,starting fires. 1 1+000 lb bomb 
burst on railway sidings. 1 hit_on a medium sized M/V was seen.
In second attack from 0015 to 0301 hrs. 9 Wellingtons dropped 
1 1+000 lb H.C.38 500 lb. and 52 250 lb bombs from 5000 ft 
scoring hits on dock and buildings at entrance to Canal at La 
Goulette 1 direct hit was scored on a medium sized M/V causing 
smoke and small steady fire, several near misses on small 
vessels. Inaccurate Flak was experienced from 1+ heavy guns. R/C 
December 5th. Photos R/C Naples show 6" Cruiser MU Z10.4Tri>V3o+^ 
Âttondolo1-1 Glas-e sunk in harbour and severe damage to warehouse 
(A.H.Q.Malta. 201+7/5).

THORN. Your 2131/23/9.(Proposing date H.M.S.THORN be 
paid off).Approved.
(Head of M.Branch 2012A/5 to C. in C.Med).

S/M for 
Greeks.

Your 2232/22 Oct. and my 1601+/6 November (161+0/6 
intended). Request information whether a new S/M 
is being allocated to the Greeks as their C. in C 
is anxious to send them to U.K. as soon as poss 
(C. in C.Med 2017B/5 to Admty).

Landing C.O.S.(W) 381+. Your J.S.M. 507. We understand
Craft. from this that none of ̂ the 11+6 L.C.M. (3) approved

by C.C.S. for British 191+2 requirements have 
been shipped either to U.K. or to Suez, but that 

50 American owned L.C.M.(3) without crews are being shipped 
to U.K. and 22 to North Africa for American forces.
2. Etousa have been consulted and are not aware of the reasons 
for consigning L.C.M.(3) to American forces in U.K. since they 
can neither look after them nor man them. It is therefore 
intended to take over the 50 shipped to U.K. in part satisfacti 
of the 126 allotted to U.K. These craft will be allotted to the 
British overseas (Naval) assault force, which is designed for 
further Med. operations under Eisenhower.
3. The 22 craft shipped to North Africa will of course remain 
at Eisenhower's disposal.
(C.O.S. T.0.0. 2130Z/5 to J.S.M. V/ashington).

/Situation..•
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Situation 1. Force Q. returning to Algiers after abortive
Report No. 30. night sweep ESKIMO attacked U/B at 2330/I4. in

position 37.55 N. 08.10 E. Sighted at 8 cables 
leading edge of lake attacked with full pattern 

as U/B crashed dived. A promising attack,
2. Force H. operating N.E. of Oran turning West *to arrive Gib. 
a.m./6th.
3. K.M.F. b, LLANGIBBY CASTLE, TEGELBERG and TORONTO delayed 
at Gibraltar. First two in collision, former unfit for sea. 
Passengers transferring to LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE. Intend to sail
all three East early next week.
U.Bone. Port heavily bombed before dawn i+th and 2000-0400/l|.th/5th. 
No Naval casualties nor shipping damaged.
5. Noticeable improvement in last three days of rate of discharge 
of shipping attributed to arrival of M.T. and extended employ
ment of local labour.
(N.C.X.F. 2252A/5 to Admty).

TIGRIS.
lit tj ^

I - J O C

TIGRIS is proceeding course 065.degs. Speed of 
12 knots from position 058.10, 007.58 at 
2100/5. , x x(Capt.S.10. 2320A/5 to C.S.12.(R) Capt.(S 8).
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East Indies.
TALAMBA C. in C. East Indies 0 5*4-2 / 8  April and my 2118/11

April re TALAMBA. C. in C. India’s 2 9 2 3*4/MD/ 2 1  
Nov. to War Office requests use of this ship for 
conveyance of 500 invalids to South Africa. 
Approved subject to concurrence C. in C. E.F. 
Agreed.
(D.S.T. , 0211A/5 to P.S.T.O.I. C. in C. E.F.)

WEST POINT U.S.S. WEST POINT sailed from Bombay 
4th Dec. for Australia. Numbers.
(P.S.T.O.I., 08*4-6Z/5 to S.T.O. Melbourne (r ) 
D. of S.T. )

B.M.33 Sailing telegram. Escorts. DIPAVATI to position
(B) thence ASTER to Colombo and ST. ANTHONY to 
position (D).
(N.C.S.O. Bombay, 0901Z/5 to Admty).

ATHENE, Your 1726a/2*4- No v.
ENGADINE, When Eastern Fleet operates from Ceylon, it
ILLUSTRIOUS. will be essential to transfer to India and Ceylon 

where there are no reserves, a large part of the 
erected reserve single seater fighter aircraft no
at Nairobi.

2. ATHENE and ENGADINE are the only ships available to carry 
erected aircraft.
3. The alternatives to using one of these ships are -(a )
to use ILLUSTRIOUS for a transport carrier accepting the fact 
that she would be unable to operate aircraft on passage.
(B) Crate the aircraft at Nairobi and tranship them by rail 
and freight, lengthy method entailing much work.
U. Neither alternative is satisfactory.
5. In view of these facts, and if ILLUSTRIOUS is to remain 
in Indian Ocean, request decision to detach ATHENE may be 
reconsidered. „
(C. in C. E.F. , 10012/5 to Admty (r ) R. A. , N.A.S. ) UoCAffx

Air Report Summary 2 6 5.A.1 Blenheim low level attack damaged
river steamer Min Kyun *4- Dec. P.R. U. showed 300 
rolling stock (?on quay). 2 negative sea R/C.
C. U.S. A.A.F., report. 30 Nov. Naval 

Auxiliary, believed sunk by 6 Liberators port Blair. *4- Dec.
6 Liberators bombed W/T Pyawbwe. 3 Dec. *4- P.*40s on negative R/C 
Myitkyina, Sumprabue.
D. Chinese report *4- Squadrons fighters, including new S/E type 
arrived Hong Kong area, 3rd Jap. bomber from Kweilin raid 23rd 
Nov. now found crashed.
(A.H. Q., India, ll*4-8z/5)«

/Transport
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East Indies. - Contd.
M.W.T. is concerned at accumulation in South 
Africa of shipwrecked and time expired Lascars 
awaiting passage to India.
2. There are ships engaged in South Africa - 
India traffic fitted to carry considerable 
numbers of deck passengers but debarred from 

carrying full numbers by limitation of speed.
3. Request you will discuss this problem with C. in C. W.A. 
(S. A. intended?) on basis of your 0906/19th Sept, and Admty’s 
concurrence 1702/27th Sept.
1+. There would be no objection to Indian Ocean rules being 
extended to the longitude of the Cape.
5. M.W.T. agree.
(D.T.D. , Approved A.C.N.S. (T) 1300A/5 to C. in C. E.F. , (R) 
C. in C. S.A. )

Transport 
of Seamen to 
India.

H.M.S. A.M.1317A/20th August and A.M. 0310A/2nd Sept.
IRONCLAD. In view of GENERAL FOCH’s Nautical history,

as given in my 11+37Z/26 August, and no other ship 
being available, she has been rechristened IRON
CLAD (?concur).
(2) N. 0.1.C. Diego Suarez 0825/19th Nov. 

propose to approve.
(C. in C. E.F., 1331Z/5 to Admty.
W.R. Note. Refers to 1317/20 re proposal to send BARFOAM 
and BARONIA to Diego Suarez and rename latter IRONCLAD 
history of GENERAL FOCH.

LEOPARD Your 0642Z/5th (N.T. inW.R.) My 0815Z/5th
t Reunion. refers (N.T. in W.D. ) Island quiet but uncertain

how genuine are the pro De Gaulle expressions 
of some inhabitants. ,Governor Choparry considers 
essential that F.S. LEOPARD embarked for 

Mauritius ex Governor, O.C. troops, pillet (Chef de Cabinet) 
presence of first 2 embarrassing only, but latter, violently 
pro-Vichy was in danger from local mob. Small quantity of 
stores being sent in F. S. LEOPARD, also Mauritius Food 
Controller.
(N. 0# I. C. Mauritius, lkk&Z/5 to C. in C. E.F.) Message 
passed to Admiralty for information.

BIRMINGHAM Arrival 5th Dec.
(F.O.E.A. , 1513Z/5 to Admty).

Transport of 
S. African 
Troops.

Ship
HIGHLAND MONARCH 
EMPIRE WOODLARK 
EMPIRE TROOPER

P.S.T.O. Egypt’s 0955/5 Dec. and A.M. 23^0/4 
Dec. neither to C. in C. E.F. or last two 
addressees. C. in C. E.F. is requested to 
inform other addressees of date when escort can 
be arranged from Aden to Cape for following ships 
with South African troops.

Date of readiness 
to leave Suez.
Now.
7th December.
8th December.

/2...



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

Transport of 
S. African 
Troops.

Saldanha Bay- 
Minefield.

180

FOREIGN STATIOIB.

5.12. 191*2. 
Saturday.

East Indies*.
2. P. S.T.O. Egypt may sail these ships 
accordingly. Extent of total move and future 
commitments are not known here but P.S.T.O.
Egypt should reduce number of escorted moves by 
over- embarking troops and if necessary by
not embarking Ps. of W.
3. C. in C. E.F. and C. in C. S.A. are requested 
to co-ordinate provision of best available A/S 
escorts.
1*. D. of S.T. agrees.
(D.O.D. (F) Approved A.C. N.S. (F) 1922A/5 to 
C. in C. E.F. , P.S.T.O.E.)

Your 0911*Z/1*. Not approved.
2. -^-MANCHESTER CITY is to proceed to Saldanha 
Bay to lay C.M.(L) field on completion of refit 
and loading at Durban.
(D. of L.D. Approved by A.C.N.S. (F) 20l*5A/5 to 
C« in C. E.F. \R) C. in C. S.A. etc).

• V
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NEWCASTLE

America & West Indies.

Norfolk, arrived. 2200Z/3* 
(N.S.H.Q. , 0311+Z/5 to Admty).

CALDWELL Tow parted about 0100Z/5th approx. 1+1. 20 N. ,
66.00 W. C. G. 30370 request CAPTOR may join me 
in search.
(CALDWELL 0311+Z/5 to C.E.S.F. , Cmdr. 1st U.S.
N.D. , Boston, (R) U.S.S. CAPTOR C.T.G.90,1. C.T.G. 
90.2 Cominch, C.O.A.C.)

53 R.A.F. 
Sqdn.

Marcus 560 /1+th Dec. Your Webber W. 296 l6th Nov. 
Arrangements have been completed for return 
of 53 Sqdn. to U.K. Code name "Scream" will be 
used (Arrangements).
5. Request you advise name of R. A. F. Station at 
which S{ty<ladron will re-assemble in U.K.
(Rafdel, Washington, 0339Z/5 to Air Min).

CITY OP BATH British CITY OF BATH sunk 0110 G. M.T./2nd U. F. 
009° 50’ N. , 059° 25’ W., 1+8 survivors landed 
Trinidad. Master and 27 adrift, 6 believed 
missing.
(S.O. (I) Jamaica, 0907R/5 to Admty. N.S.H.Q.)

M.T. Bs. My 0822/30th (M.T.Bs. 33k, 336, 337, 31+2). 
M.T.Bs. arrived (?tonight) 1930Z.
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad, 0932Q/5 to S.B.N.O.W.A. (R) 
Admty. etc).

*

SEAKAY As SEAKAY appears to have sailed in G.U.F.2 for 
New York request she may be diverted to Curacao 
where cargo awaits her.
(D.T.D. , 1250Z/5 to Connav)•

Tankers, 
St. Johns.

Your 11+1+2/2. Regret general fuel situation will 
not permit of third tanker being allocated. 
Request sailing of EMPIRE SALVAGE be expedited. 
Request confirmation that U.S. Navy can now meet 
at Argentia commitment mentioned in para. 1.
See my 11+1+9/7 Oct.
(D. of S., 1305A/5 to N.S.H.Q., (R) C.O.A.C., 
F.O.N.F. etc).

SEAWOLF Sail SEAWOLF when ready about Dec. 8th 
Philadelphia to New London via coastal route 
and Long Island Sound. Furnish coverage as 
practicable.
(Connav, 1500/5 to C.E.S.F. (R) Com.i+ Com 3 etc).

/Movements...
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Movements,
Trinidad.

America & "West Indies. Contd.
Arrivals U.S.S. OMAHA, U.s/s/*jf)UETT, 
Departure U.S. Ships SAUCY, CARNELIAN. U.S. 
Ships P.C. 522, 534, 567, 621+ escorting T. 27. 
(P.0.I.C. Port Of Spain, Trinidad, 1502Q/5 to 
S.B.N.O.W.A. )

S/M
Report.

Panair pilot reports 2 S/Ms with tenders sighted 
(?18)50 G.M.T. today 5th Dec. in 017° 15’ N., 
0 7 6 ° 20* W., course 030° true, presumed are 
S.54 and 55 N.O.B. Guantanamo 0702/1 refers, but 
reference to tenders not understood.
(S.O.(l) Kingston Jam. 1507R/5 to N.O.B. 
Guantanamo Com. 10 Admiralty N.S.H.Q.)

L.C.I. (L)s My 0230/2 para.l In view of S. B. N.O.'W. A ’s 
1812/2 there is now no objection to 2nd batch of 
L.C.I.(L) sailing as soon as you consider than 
fit for passage.
(D.O.D. (H) 1525A/5 to B.A.D. (R) S.B.N.O.W.A., 
etc).

Troopship
Sailings.

Request reply to my 2050/27 Nov. passed to C.O.A.C 
observing that Movement Control now report 
ANDES due to sail from U.K. 17th Dec. presumably 
for Halifax, to embark Canadian service personnel. 
As it is understood this vessel will sail 
independently. Army authorities request full
details of life saving capacity also details 

of troop carrying capacity.
2. It will be appreciated if N.S.H.Q. can be advised of such 
expected sailings and future programmes at the time they are 
being arranged.
(N.S.H.Q. 1540Z/5 to Admty. (R) D. ofS.T. B.A. D. , C.O.A.C.)

U/B
Positions.

S/M estimate Dec. 5th and U.S. Submarine notice. 
(Cominch, 15*10/5 1541/5, 1609/5, 1610/5, 1611/5).

T. A. 29 Your lkk6/k Request ship be sailed so as to 
arrive U.K. not later than p.m./17th Dec. 
(D.O.D. (H) 1730A/5 to N.S.H.Q. (R) C.O.A.C.,
B. A. D. ).

Convoy T.A. 29 sailed from U.K. a.m. 5 Dec. for Halifax. 
2. Details of personnel on board are being communicated by 
War Office to N.D. H. Q. Ottawa, and Milstaf Washington. 

(D.S.T. 2041A/5 to N.S.H.Q., C.O.A.C., (R) B.A.D. )

S.S.C.
Convoys.

There will be no further S.S.C. Convoys this 
season after S.S.C.112. Ships from New York in 
S.C. Convoy bound for Canadian and West Coast 
Newfoundland ports will be detached at H.O.M.P. 
and proceed via Halifax.
(N.S.H.Q., 1800Z/5 to C.O.A.C., F.O.N.F. , 

C.E.S.P. (R) N.S.H.M.C., Dockyard Esquiraalt, Connav, B.R.L.O. 
New York, S. B. N. 0. W.A. , C.T. 24 Admty).

/New..
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America & West Indies - Contd.
New Lorsa 6093. Following assignments have been
Construction agreed in M.A.C. (Navy) for period 1st March 
Assignments. to 30th Sept. 1943.

(A) 6 B.A.M.S. to R.N. and we retain all 
"Algerines".
(B) 7 Canadian-built single screw corvettes 

previously assigned to U.S. now assigned to R.N. 6 Canadian 
built twin screw corvettes assigned to R.N.
(C) 6 D.Es. or B.D.E.s to R.N.
(D) 15 180 foot P.Cs. to R.N.
2. Assignments under (B) and (C) are based on the application 
of the one to 1.37 ratio to latest production estimates of 
escort vessels and adding in 50$ of ocean going fleet mineswee 
assignments, vide Salor 5357 para. 3. (Re requirements of Fleet 
Minesweepers 2058/10).
3« Retention of Canadian built vessels will result in our 
obtaining ships considerably earlier than if we had obtained 
D. Es in lieu.
4. Adoption by U.S. Government of the 330 target for escort 
vessels can be expected to increase production in the latter 
half of 1943 in which case any additional vessels completing 
before 30th Sept, will be subject to further assignment.
(B.A. D. , 1915Z/5 to Admty).

Tanker Your Trans. 33* From a supply and transport angle
convoys for we welcome the prospect of Tortank convoys 
"Torch" area. provided that

(a) necessary arrangements can be made for 
convoys to proceed direct to North African 
discharge ports or if this is impossible to 

Gibraltar. It would be out of the question due to shortage of 
tankers to run a shuttle service from Gibraltar to Casablanca 
quite apart from the congestion which would result in 
Casablanca harbour.
(b) Intention is to keep up a continual service which will carry 
monthly requirements of up to 250,000 tons of oil products 
to North Africa of which British requirements are 30,000 tons 
per week of Admiralty fuel oil between Algiers, Oran and 
Gibraltar and some 10,000 tons per week White products between 
Algiers and Bone.
2. We take it you have approached U.S. Navy on the subject of 
escorts and that these are available.
3. If Tortank convoys can be arranged U.G. S. 3 and U. G. F. 3 will 
of course proceed but it will probably be unnecessary for tankers 
to be included in later U.G. and K.M. convoys.
4. Please inform us of position and confirm that para. 1 (a) 
and (b) are agreed.
5« Admiralty are expecting to hear of U.S.A. Navy reactions 
through Comnaveu.
(M.W.T., 1958A/5 to B.M.S. Mission Washington).

/S/M...
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S/M attack---- pA. CITY OF BATH torpedoed sunk 09.50 N. , 59.25 W.
and sighting 0110Z/2.
Summary. B. KOSMOS II four torpedo hits.

C. (?U.S.S. )*ldOOSE attacks sound contact 32.1*9 N. 
79.19 W., 11*25Z/19 November. U . S. S»*OMAHA. 
sights possible Sub. 08.02 N., 5JL*. 1*6 W., 1539Z/1*. 
Sub. reported 12.33 N. , 70.36 W., 1130Z/5. 
(Cominch, 2015/5 to Admty for O.I.C.-jNf-

Acceleration Your 2305/3 (re modification of present convoy 
of Shipping. procedure in light of U-boat situation). Navy

Acceleration, convoy speed and to facilitate diversion suggest
all such ships should be sufficiently bunkered an 
given alternative routes.
2. To avoid delay resulting from Embargo on

independents sailing coastwise between Lookout and Chesapeake 
it is necessary to divert to Norfolk instead of Harleston. For 
this purpose M.A.C.R.I. Approach routes and additional 
reference position for Norfolk should be given to all this 
shipping. The last M.A.C.R.I. amendments held by the routeing 
authority to be noted in route signal.
(B.A.D. , 2031Z/5 to Admty). fe

U/B actions, Request reply to my 1727/11+ Nov. (U.S. Navy

as they occur), in view of recent statement 
regarding U-boats sunk or damaged in "Torch" area. 
(B.A.D. , 201*3Z/5 to Admty (r ) N.S.H.Q.)

generalize prospects.
(2) Navy Dept, agree to take up each individual 
case with Comcarib as it arises.
(3) Information of WAYFARER applied for.
(B.A.D., 20i*5Z/5 to Admty (r ) S.B.N.O. Curacao).

Dept, concurs proposals para.l*. First convoy 
to be considered will be O.N. ll*9«
(B.A.D., 2027Z/5 to Admty).

Shipping
Trinidad

In order to avoid northbound shipping being 
delayed at Trinidad on account of being below

publicity. to release for publication stories of U/B actions

Antilles
Sugar
Cargoes.

Your 2010/l*th. Delay to ships proceeding Antilie 
depends on changing U-boat situation and 
available escorts. Therefore impossible to

Shipping Connav Serial No.s 1* and 5* TREVALGAN torpedoed
Casualties. sunk 30th Nov. 09.1*0 N., 59.15 W.

SCAPA FLOW torpedoed sunk 13th Nov. 09.05 N., 
28.59 W. ASKILD aground off Cape Race l*th Dec.

believed complete loss.
-}CITY OF BATH torpedoed sunk 2nd Dec. 09*50 N., 59.25 W. 

(Connav, 2137/5 to Comnaveu).

/U/B
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America & West Indies. - Contd.
U/B Aircraft reports sighting periscope of S/M

in (?050°) 32’ N., 048° 39* at 1045/5th. No 
attack carried out.
(C.O.A.C., 2216Z/5 to G.B.7 A. C.T.F. 24).

Movements, Bermuda arrivals. U.S. S/M R. 7 from Patrol.
Bermuda. U.S.S. BUTLER,BUCK, escorting TARA2ED and

ORIZABA. Departure H.M.S. TEXAS (sic). 
(Cdre. I/C Bermuda, 22290/5 to Admty).

U/B C.E.S.F.’s 18i40/5» giving 0800Q/6 submarine
Positions. estimate.

(Comnaveu, 2253/5 to Admty).

LINCOLN,
Barge
adrift.

Your 1330/4th. Barge LAKE LOUISE with 8 men 
aboard drifting position 045° 20' 058° 38'. 
Appear in no immediate danger. Am standing 
by, request instructions. Your 2130/4th barge 
closely resembles tanker in appearance. Weather 
report.
(LINCOLN, 2330Z/5 to C.O.A. C. (R) N.S.H.Q. , etc).

Australia & New Zealand.
Situation. Digest serial number 317 December 4th.

1. Only 7 vessels observed Buin Shortlands Base 
early morning 4th but 9 destroyers arrived from 
S.E. and 2 destroyers with 1 merchant ship 1 

small craft from West during morning and total Midday reported 
to include 15 destroyers, 1 sloop, 2 submarines, .5 merchant 
vessels, 2 tankers, and several small craft.
2. 5 Catalinas attacked Kavieng Aerodrome night 3/4 dropping 
bombs on runway and vicinity dispersal area starting fires.
3. Little change reported Buna Gona fronts where Allied 
pressure continues. Bostons and Beaufighters again bombed 
and strafed enemy positions during day starting fires and 
destroying barges. Fortresses attacked Lae Aerodrome during 
night 3/4 many bombs in target area 1 machine gun position 
believed silenced.
4. 3 twin engined enemy aircraft reported Cape Gloucester area 
afternoon 4th heading towards Rabaul.
5. Old heavy cruisers arrived Dilli morning 2nd departed 
afternoon 3rd. 4 bombers arrived Killi and 3 fighters departed 
on 3rd 2 fighters on Recco aircraft maintaining daily patrol 
from Dilli where considerable motor transport activity also 
reported.
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P.A. , 0400Z/5 to Admty).

/Movements
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Australia & New Zealand - Contd.
Movements. Departure Sydney (N.S.W.), 3rd, U.S. Destroyer

MEADE and U.S. Ship NAVAJO for Guadalcanal. 
Fremantle, l+th,U. S. Seaplane Tender CHILDS for 
Exmouth Gulf.
(A.C.N.B., 1037Z/5 to Admty etc).

U.S. Transport TASMAN, arrived port Moresby, l*th December. 
U.S. Fleet oiler TRINITY departed Fremantle 3rd,due Exmouth 
Gulf 7th.

(N. B. Melbourne, 1201Z/5 to Admty Connav).

MAURETANIA In view changed local requirements A.C.N.B. have 
been requested to sail MAURETANIA for Wellington 
instead of Auckland. Boiler cleaning will be 
carried out at Wellington and vessel sailed in- 
accordance with B.A. D. *s 1859/26 Oct.
(N. Z.N.B., 1148M/5 to B. A. D. ,N.S.H. Q., etc).

Raiders. Your 0221Z/3 and 091UZ/U* Considered very 
probable that Raider "E" arrived Yokohama as 
stated. Considered likely that Raider 28 
is Raider "H" see W. I.R. number 107 of 27.3.J+2 
last identified in South Atlantic in September and| 
known to carry small E-boats. PIETRO 0RSE0L0 
left Biscay about 2nd Oct.
(D.D.I.C. , 1625A/5 to N.O.I.C. Fremantle (r )
C. in C. E.F. , A.C.N.B.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx, positions.
(D.D.I.C., 1357A/5, 1U30A/5)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
A group of 1* trawlers (A. B. Vs.) is to join 
convoy O.N.S.152 in 55* 5 V  N., 11° 39’ W. , on 
11th December to act as a trawler support group 
to any threatened trans-Atlantic trade convoy 
or to operate independently in an area where 
U-boats are likely to be met.

6. 12. 19k2, 
Sunday.

North Atlantic.
An aircraft reported a moving oil streak from 
a submerged submarine in 3k° 421 N. , 12° O' W. 
at 1835A. At 1900A a U-boat was reported 
releasing flares.

Mediterranean.
A Wellington at 2113 in 36° 12’ N. , 0° 16' W. 
attacked a fully surfaced U-boat.

The port of La Calle (36° 5 V  N. , 8° 27’ E. near 
eastern frontier of Algeria) was opened today as 
supply port for the First Army being stocked 
with landing craft from Bone.

Wellingtons attacked Bizerta docks last night. 
Minel$§ing was suspected off Philippeville 
late this evening.

Operation
"Quadrangle
(A)".

Convoy M.W. 15 consisting of M. V. AMERICAN 
PACKER and M.V. OZARDA sailed from Port Said 
today for Malta escorted by the ll+th M.S.F. who 
will be detached at position Y Y. ORION and 14- 
Hunts who are to leave Malta tomorrow escorting 
Convoy M.E.ll are to join the convoy at 
0700/9 and escort it to Malta.
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SITUATION REPORT.

6. 12.19^2.
Sunday.

Australia. & New Zealand.
Bombs were dropped at Cocos Island by bombers of 
Navy, 96 type about 0300Z today. Communications 
were not damaged, but all medical supplies were 
demolished.
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HOME COMMANDS.

;̂ GLASGOW 
Visit to 
Clyde.

Policy.
If no Admty. objection I would propose to advise 
Civic Authorities Glasgow and the County 
Authorities of Lanarkshire both of which bodies 
are especially interested in the ship.
It is probable that some entertainment and a

reception at the City Chambers might then be offered.
There should be no occasion for any Press report and I envisage 
no security objection. The question is only referred to Admty. 
because similar procedure for ARGUS was recently considered 
undesirable by Admty.
(F. 0.1.C. Glasgow 1515A/6 to Admty.) g . . , fz.iijx

FIDELITY My 2000/29 Oct.
FIDELITY is urgently required on the Eastern 
Station.
2. She is to be sailed as soon as her seagoing 
efficiency admits.
(A.C.N.S. (F.; 1725A/6 to C. in C. W.A.)

-'GLASGOW
'SUFFOLK

Cancel my 1821/31 Oct. para 1. f> f&o .
2. GLASGOW is to join the 10th Cruiser Squadron 
in the Home Fleet.
3. SUFFOLK is to relieve GLASGOW in the Eastern

Fleet.
4. Request you will sail SUFFOLK for Nore at your early 
convenience to be taken in hand as in my 2040/3 and to give leave. 
(A.C.N.S. (H.) 2046A/6 to C. in C. H.F. )

AJAX

i

AJAX is required to join the 12th Cruiser Squadron 
under the orders of N.C.X. F.
2. When ready for service request you will sail 
her for Clyde.
(A.C.N.S. (H.) 2047A/6 to C. in C. H.F)

V

Movements.
SEALION 
DOLFIJN 
GRAPH ,

My 1204/5. Sailed.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 0102A/6.)

/ >  • t J

NORFOLK
CUMBERLAND

->FURY
OBDURATE

Hvalfiord arrivals NORFOLK, CUMBERLAND, FURY and 
OBDURATE.
(A.C.I.C. 0203A/6 to C.S.l.)

JUNON Arrived Dundee.
(Capt. S.9. 1015A/6.)

IMPULSIVE
^FURY

IMPULSIVE proceed passing Switha 1500A/7 to 
Hvalfiord routed through 058° 50* N 007° 02' W, 
thence through Reykjanes passage.
When relieved by IMPULSIVE, NORFOLK is requested to 
sail FURY to Scapa to arrive if possible p.m. 9th. 
(R.A.D. H.F. 1025A/6 and 1235A/7.)

/THRASHER...
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Movement s -  Contd.

THRASHER
‘ - / • /4 S’

Gapt. S .8 . 1 2 2 0 /5 . Onward rou te  d iv e  "by day from  
K. 042° 59 ' 013° 15 ’ through J . 049° 10 ' 013° 2 2 ’ 
I .  049° 5 0 ' 012° 34 ’ H. 049° 5 0 ’ 009° 0 0 ’
B 180° B ishop  Rock 10 m ile s . A 180° L izard  Head 
12 m ile s , th en ce  as ord ered  by C apt. S .5 . to  
Portsm outh .
(F .O .S . 1047A /6 to  THRASHER.)

" ff 77, W’  ~ri, £  ,
Your 1 9 2 0 /4 . Intend s a i l i n g  0 .1 5  a t 1000 tomorrow 
on account o f  t id e .
(N .O .I .G . L e ith  1117 /6  to  C. in  C. R osyth . )

P .221

SPEY
ROTHER
SEMEN
GLARE

Intend to  s a i l  P .221  p.m . 7 th  f o r  U .K ., p a s s in g  
43° 0 1 ' N 12° 12 ' W a t 0030A /11.
(Capt# 3#8# 1154 /6  t o  Aclnrby* ) h** /3 /L. a- . . i C f u  A

//«. -r

C. in  c. W.A. 0 0 2 8 /5 . S a ile d  SPEY, ROTHER, SENNEN, 
CLARE. S .O .A . 9 k n o ts , a r r iv in g  p.m . 10th .
( P .0 . I .C .  L ondonderry 1330A/6 to  V .A . G ib r a l t a r . )

P o s it io n s  At 0 8 0 0 /7 . D e t a i l s .
o f  S/M s. (F .O .S . 1 7 5 1 A /6 .) See L ion  Copy.

NORTHERN
GIFT.
NORTHERN
FOAM.

fo . /  43
[K y.  Ltf)

You appear to  be s ta n d in g  in to  danger. S u g g estion  
s t e e r  more to  southward.
(F .O .I .C . M ilfo r d  Haven 18 43 /6  to  NORTHERN GIFT. 
NORTHERN FOAM.)

O p era tion s .

r  P a t r o l s ------------- X 2 ) ESKDALE and M.G.B. 615 p a t r o l  betw een 050° 32 ’
N 000° 40 ' E and 050° 15 ' N 000° 4 0 ' W ., p a ss in g  
E A 5 Buoy 1800 /6  outward and 0900 /7  inward.

Keep to south  eastw ard d u rin g  passage  o f  con voy  C.W.139 (S .O . 
e s c o r t  HAMBLEDON) which p a sses  C 2 Buoy at 0125 /7  and a r r iv e s  
E A 5 Buojt 0 9 0 0 /7 . Codeword "D e v ic e " .
(3 )  CHftfciw&i>15 (S . 0. ) 11 and 13 p a t r o l  sou th  o f  E A 5 Buoy.
( 4 )  **P.W .259 (S .O . o f  e s c o r t  BROCKLESBY) p a sses  N 1 Buoy 18 00 /6 .
( 5 )  * W .P . 259 (S .O . o f  e s c o r t  ALBRIGHT ON) a r r iv in g  N eed les 14 00 /7 .
(6 )  M.G.Bs 611 ( S . O . )  and 613 p a t r o l  betw een 250° S t. C ath erin es  
P o in t  15 m ile s  and 250° S t . C a th erin es  P o in t  35 m ile s , p a ss in g  
N eed les 1730 /6  outward and 0930 /7  inw ard. Keep to  southward o f  
convoy  d u rin g  t h e ir  passage as fa r  as p a t r o l  l in e  a llo w s .
Codeword " S e r v ic e " .

_a ( 7)  I f  w eather u n su ita b le  f o r  M.G.B. ESKDALE and M .G .B .615 retu rn  
to  S t . H elens and M.G.Bs 611 and 613 re tu rn  t o  Yarmouth Roads.
(C . in  C. Portsm outh 1245A /6 , 1747A/6 and 1 7 5 5 A /6 .)



19 oa
MOST SECRET

^ode message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

Positions of submarines at 0800/7th December end movements for following 24 hours.
(a) p.223,and P.49, escorted b.y LA CAPRICIEUSE,leave Clyde 1900/7th December speed 10 toots due Scapa 0900/9th December.
(b) GUNNEL,escorted by*0APE PORTLAND,arriving Clyde
from Couthward. />/
(o) GRAPH, SEALION, and DOLFIJN, escorted by WHITE BEAR, 52 degs. 27’ North 05 dogs. 34» West proceeding to

(d) 0.15,escorted by M.L.454,leaves Leith about
1000/7th December for Dundee, X- J* * j
(o) TUNA--in Biscay Louth zone.
(f) GURNARD in zone K.505.

Captain Pirn• D.O.D. (H)(2) D.O.D.(F)(2) D.T.D.(M)D.D.O.D. (M)Duty Captain (2) D.D.I.C.(2)D. of Flans (2) D.A./S.W.Head of-M.
w<?rT

AltNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential

M E S S A G E IN
1751A/6th December

From F.O.S. Date 6/12/42 Reed. 1800
P/L by T/P (Secret)

Addressed Admiralty. 
234.

Clyde.

1751A/6

A.C.N.S.(F)(2) N.A. 1st S.L.
Advance copies Duty CaptainD.O.D.(H)

r
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HOME COMMANDS.

Escort
for
P.W.259 and 
W.P.259.

Allied Air Activity.
Swordfish aircraft of 16 Group will carry out 2 
Anti-E-Boat cross-over patrols from 1830 today 
till dawn 7th to cover passage of convoys. Details. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 1421A/6.)
My 1421/6.
Patrol is cancelled owing to weather.
(C. in C. Plymouth 2041A/6 to Escorts P.W.259 and 
W.P.259J

Convoy
F.N*84.

Enemy Air Activity.
German aircraft have sighted and reported F.Ni!84j; 
weather at number 4 buoy.
(WALPOLE 1621A/6 to C. in C. Nore.)

Sweep
of
Route "M".

Mining.
KELLET/, PANGBOURNE, SELKIRK, SUTTON, ROSS,of 4th 
M.S.F. sailed at 0815/6 sweeping route M and thence 
to Plymouth, E.T.A. 1630/6. Codeword "Scent”. 
(F.O.I.C. Portland 0922A/6.)

Iceland Request report of sweeping by 15th M/S Flotilla 
since your 2150/21 Nov.
(C. in C. H.F. 1242A/6 to A.C.I.C.)

CANADOLITE
Enemy Intelligence.
Photographs of Brest on 3rd Dec. show that Tanker 
T.4 CANADOLITE has arrived from Havre.
(D.D.I.C. 1200A/6.)

TIRPITZ. B.2 report states on 5th Dec. TIRPITZ was lying 
in Aas Fiord, Trondheim area, exact berth not 
stated.
(D.D.I.C. 1540A/6.)

Ship
attacked.
(REMBRANDT)

U-Boats.
My 1605/5. Ship was not REMBRANDT. Her identity 
is not yet established.
(C. in C. W.A. 1253A/6 to SARDONYX, SALADIN.)
See also C. in C. W.A. 1236A/6 in Shipping.

U-Boat
reported.
U-Boat
attacked.

On day 5th Dec. two sightings were made to the N.W. 
of the Bay of Biscay. In one instance no attack was 
made owing to 10/10 cloud patches obscuring the 
U-Boat which submerged before action could be taken. 
The other V/hitley sighted a fully surfaced U-Boat 
which immediately submerged, and attacked it with

depth charges fifteen to twenty seconds after the conning tower 
had disappeared. The depth charges fell slightly short of the 
swirl, into which the rear-gunner fired one hundred rounds, no 
results were observed.
(H.Q.B.C. 1300A/6.)
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Casualties and Defects.
GLENEARN E.T.A. 0730Z/6. Request buoy as have only one

anchor and require to be at extended notice for 
carrying out repairs to main engines.
(GLENEARN 0014Z/6 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Unknown The following has been received from FBPJ. SOS
ship D P W S 30 04. (indecipherable)

(Nore W/T 0410/6 to Admty.)

Landing
craft
damaged
in
Operation
"Torch"

A.M. 1556A/16 Nov.
OCEAN VETERAN, L.C.A. 197 ex 61st Flotilla. 
L.C.A. 391 ex 57th Flotilla.
JUNE CREST L.C.R(L) 567, ex 57th Flotilla.
L.C.P.(R) 785, 818, ex 78th Flotilla.
DORELIAN L.C.A. 46, 242, 255, and L.C.P,(L) 555, ex 
52nd Flotilla.
L. C. P.(R) 770 ex 76th Flotilla.
L.C.P.(L) 564 ex 77th Flotilla.
Damaged, all over 14 days.
(S.O. A.S.C. 1040A/6 to Admty.)

Methil
Dock
Gate

GLEN^VON caused slight damage to No.3 Dock Lock 
Gates at 1534 on 26 Nov. 42. No damage to H.M. 
ship.
(N.O.I.C. Methil 1106/6 to Admty.)

WRESTLER WRESTLER oan be spared for refit and conversion
to.two -boilers as soon as she has completed duty.
referred to in Admty»— 8005/4.
(£, -4n--C. W.A. 1459A /5^ to Admty.) /,/ y*£,~

LEAMINGTON LEAMINGTON returning Londonderry with steering 
defects.
(WATCHMAN 1550Z/6.)

(Two corrupt groups) steering gear completely out of action. 
As weather and forecast unsuitable oiling at sea and LEAMINGTON 
endurance is low am returning to Londonderry for expert attention 
to steering engine. E.T.A. Moville 1100A/7.

(LEAMINGTON 1710A/6 to C. in C. W.A.)

GLASGOW GLASGOW taken in hand by Messrs. John Brown & Co.,
<L.. u Clydebank on 6th Dec. for progress arcticisation

 ̂ / and as many defects and alterations and additions
as can be carried out in time available i.e. 12 working days. 
Letters quoted in C. in C. H.F. 1133/lst received, but no drawings 
give details of arcticisation. These are urgently required. 
(N.O.I.C. Glasgow 1631/6 to Admty.)
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Shipping and Convoys.

M.K.S.2A E.T.A. 055° 35' 007° 00’ 1430A/6. E.T.A. Bar
Light Vessel 1230A/7 with OCEAN VISCOUNT, OCEAN 
VISTA, HEINE DES PLOTS in company. ANTIGONE 

proceeding independently from position (R) at 0800A/6, E.T.A. 
Loch Ewe 0900A/7. LOTUS will be detached at 1430A/6 for 
Londonderry.

(GERANIUM 0001A/6.)
Request approval KINGSLAND proceed independently at 8 knots 

at 1700A/6 from 000° Altacarry 3 miles to Barrow to enable 
Mersey portion save daylight 7th Dec.

(GERANIUM 1145A/6 to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 1145/6. Approved.
(C. in C. W.A. 1449A/6 to GERANIUM)

K.X.6A Your 1743/4. Arrived (DRANGEY)
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 0721A/6 to N.O.I.C. Belfast 
K.X. 6A. Sailed at 1300A/6. Codeword ’’Hickory". 

Routed in accordance with A.M. 1930A/2.
Cable ship AQUILLA (Cdre) two ferry steamers, tug EMPIRE NED, 
EMPIRE TITAN, one waterboat. Escorts%ORTHSRN GIFT (S.O.) 

•^NORTHERN FOAM. Admty. 1720/27, DRANGEY did not sail. Speed 
6 knots. E.T.A. 17th Dec.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1621A/6 to F.O.C.N.A.) * V  r f . ,  4 0

P.W.258 Leave convoy forthwith and proceed Falmouth.
ELLESMERE (C. in C. Plymouth 1045A/6 to ELLESMERE)

LADY OF 
MANN.

M/Vs at 
Molotovsk.

Intend to sail^"WR?]STLER 0930A/8 for Belfast Lough 
to escort LADY OF MANN from Belfast to Liverpool 
night 8/9 Dec. in accordance with^A.M. 2005A/4. 
and C. in C. W.A. 1056A/5. * *
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 1116A/6.)

EMPIRE GALLIARD, CAMPFIRE,with ST. KENAN, CAPE 
ARGONA, CAPE MARIATO, proceeded in accordance 
with my 1027A/30. E.T.A. Kola 0700A/8.
(S.B.N. 0. Archangel 1143A/6.)

(4) While C. in C. W.A. will normally retain the Broad 
Operational Control of Group, the S.Os of Escort Groups are at 
liberty to give orders to trawlers of group in their company or 
vicinity in the light of their local knowledge, informing shore

/authorities...
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HOME COMMANDS

Shipping and Convoys- t m f c .

Trawler
Support
Group.
Oontd.

authorities of any radical departure from previous 
orders. As a general rule trawlers of group 
should not be ordered to operate singly.
(5) Ships of the group may be ordered to refuel 
at Reykjavik or St. Johns N.F.
(6) It is anticipated that the group will return

to Belfast about end of December.
(7) Wireless watch as for Ocean convoy escorts Western 
Approaches signal orders part 3. When co-operating with aircraft 
a guard on convoy high frequency wave is to be maintained.
(C. in C. W.A. 1227A/6 to F.O.I.C. Belfast.)

O.N.S.150. O.N. S.150. Report forthwith if you have any

older destroyers referred to in former message 
may arrive Scapa to join Home Fleet not later than
22nd Dec.
(C. in C. H.F. 1255A/6 to Admty.)

Concur your 2351A/2.
(Cominch C & R 1832/6 to Admty.)

2. Any circumstances likely to prevent the sailing of a tanker 
under these instructions should be reported promptly to Admty.
3. Ports on East Coast of U.K. South of Humber and the South 
Coast of U.K. are excluded from this instruction.
4. After a port or area has been closed owing to magnetic mining 
it should be re-opened at F.O.I.C's discretion in 2 stages.
(a) for degaussed ships (b) for ships with defective D.G.
5. Admty. message 2200/9 June 1941 is cancelled.
(D.T.D. 1920A/6 to A.I.G. 12.)

H.X. Admty. 1907A/5 Dec.
Convoys. These proposals will be implemented whenever

instructed to proceed to the last position on stragglers route 
which, since it coincides with convoy's last position, will 
ensure their being on the same route.
(C. in C. W.A. 1935A/6 to Admty.)

stragglers who could have been in the vicinity 
of 054° 10' N 017° 20' W at 1100A/5. Repeat 
your reply to SARDONYX.
(C. in C. W. A. 1236A/6 to * O.N. S.150.)

P.Q.19 A.M. 2010/20 Nov. and 0010/30 Nov. Request four

Sailing of
Tankers
with
defective
D.G.

1. A.F.O. 2540/42 amended by A.F.O. 5564/42.
To reduce delay in turn-round, outward-bound 
tankers whose D.G. equipment cannot be repaired 
during normal pre-sailing period in port should be 
sailed without waiting for repairs unless the port 
has been closed on account of suspected magnetic 
mine-laying.

possible with all homeward-bound convoys 
Para 2. Ships detached will normally be
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FOREIGN S TATIONS.

Force X.
M.K.S.3 (X) Following ships join from Gibraltar.

OCEAN MERCHANT, OCEAN FAME, REVERDY JOHNSON, 
HORACE BINNEY, EMPIRE BUCKLER, MATTHEW P. DEADY, 

OCEAN ATHLETE, JAMES MONROE, THOMAS PINCKNEY, MOBILE CITY, 
ALEXANDER HAMILTON, JOHN MARSHALL, INNEgflOOR, ALRESFORD, LWOW, 
RUDBY, ANDREW HAMILTON, WILLODALE, NORTH DEVON, EMPIRE FOAM, 
CITY OF NORWICH, BRISK, MAPLEWOOD, ARTEMUS WARD. Two ships 
FLAMINIAN, BARON FORBES, join from Lisbon.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 1053A/6 to N.C.X.F. (r ) Admty. Cdre. Algiers.)

Your 0145/5* I have naturally been fully aware 
throughout that it would be most important to send 
these ships to U.K. if possible. But as has 
been repeatedly pointed out in messages from Gen. 
Eisenhower and myself the over-riding Military 
necessity was to get these ships away immediately 
from Algiers where they were occupying essential 
berths. The price that had to be paid to clear 
the ships from Algiers was that of sending them 

to Dakar. This again has been repeatedly made clear by all 
concerned including W.S.A. and M.W.T. Representatives. Combined 
Chiefs of Staff have new approved the move to Dakar in their 
fan 32 and I am acting accordingly.
(N.C.X.F., 1207A/6 to Admty).

French 
Ships for 
Dakar 
(See also 
North 
Atlantic.)

French Boisson in the conversations at Algiers has
W&st Africa. refused to grant us facilities in French West

Africa unless H.M.G. undertake not to allow from 
British territory any action contrary to 
sovereignty of French High Commissioner. We shall 

probably give such an undertaking in proper terms but meanwhile 
it is most undesirable that we should allow activities to be 
carried out from British territory to which Boisson could 
legitimately take exception.
2. Gen. de Gaulle recently asked if we would order two Free 
French Chasseurs at Freetown to visit Lome with the object of 
seeing whether Dahomey will rally to him.
We have told de Gaulle that in present circumstances this 
cannot be permitted, but from past experience we cannot be sure 
that our objections will be enough to deter him.
3. You are therefore requested to watch this point and to 
report at once any sign of a Free French attempt to interfere 
in Dahomey or elsewhere in French West Africa.
4* Please inform Resident Minister.
(M. Branch, Approved 1st Lord. 1346A/6 to F.O.C. W.A. , (R) N.C.X.F)

We are concerned at somewhat alarmist signals 
sent to Gen. Eisenhower by Washington giving what 
purports to be intelligence concerning an impending 
German occupation of Spain.
2. These ungraded reports are unlikely to be take 
at their face value but we fear that Gen.
Eisenhower may be influenced in his decisions by 

the constant reiteration of a growing danger from Spain.
3. It may therefore be of value to you to know that, from both 
the military and political intelligence available, there is no

/reason...

Spain, 
chances of 
German 
occupation.
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Spain, 
changes of 
German 
occupation. 
Contd.

U.S.
Shipping.

ARGUS

Salvage
Officer.

v 19 G
6.12.19U2. 
Sunday.______

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Force
reason to believe that the danger of a German 
occupation of Spain has in any way increased in 
recent days.

1+. Further, J. I.C. have expressed the opinion 
that:- "Every day that passes will increase the 
Spanish will to resist. It is most improbable 
that Germany would attempt such a move against 
Spanish resistance during winter, even if she had 
the forces. She is unlikely to have the forces 
available to do so next spring unless unexpectedl 
Russia collapses".
(M. Branch, Approved 1st Lord, 1348A/6 to N.C.X.F)

My 2331A./2 para. 2. (request by Navy Dept, 
to be kept supplied with all possible information 
of U.S. managed shipping employed in Eastern North 
Atlantic & U.K. etc). Connav now requests to be 
supplied with the names of all ships irrespective 
of flag.
(D.T.D. , 1519A/6 to N.C.X.F. (R) V.A.C.N.A.)

A. M. 1908/5 para. 1+*
Request you will return ARGUS to U.K. as soon 
as convenient after arrival and exchange of 
aircraft has been completed.
(D.O.D. (H.;, 1528A/6 to N.C.X.F. (R) V. A. Gib. 
ARGUS).

Your 1730/U Dec. (Capt. Ellsberg, U.S.N. proposal 
he should be designated as chief Salvage Officer 
"Torch" area).
Proposed designation and duties of Captain 
Ellsberg U.S.N. are concurred in.
(D.O.D. (F) Approved A.C.N.S. (F) 1700A/6 to 
N.C.X. F. )
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SECRET MESSAGE 1 $3bZ/6 December

-Vidro gaed; CONNAV Dato 6/12/h2

Type z U, S. Settings 
Secret Cypher

OUT

From Admiralty.
K.1J.S.2*.

Add to -V.Me 1 208/3. H
MANCHESTER COMMERCE and VILLE D* ANVERS to Oran.
BARRISTER. CEFN-Y-BRYN. OLAUBINA, COCHRANE, EMPIRE 
J-iMERON, EMPIRE GUT1UWERE, ‘EMPIRE HAVEN, EMPIRE HBYwOOD, 
EXPLORER, F-YNAD HfiAD, KYRMATTAN, INDIAN PRINCE, LIBBRIAM, 
NURJEH-iN, OCEAN SEAMAN, OCEAN VANQUISHER, STANCLEEVE and 
TRADER to Algiers.

CITY OF PERTH, D-YLHANNA, KAIMATA, M-'JIOUT, OCB-YN FREEDOM„ 
0CS.uN TRAVELLER, 3T. MERRIEL, SEAP00J, and TURKESTAN to Bone.
ANGLO-.YFRIC-YNEMPIRE CABOT, HADLEK21 and MOANDA (Bel. ) to 
Bougie.

CONAKRIAN, DSLARE, FORT ELLICE, OCEAN S TRANGER and 
PROMETHEUS to Philippevilie.

NATONIA, CORRALES, COWRIE, EMPIRE GAZELLE, FORT PITT. HAMPTO] 
LODGE, HERANGBR, SAN AMADA, SALVEST011 and TILYFA to Gibralta:

>5>i^/6

for D.T.D. (723)
A.C.N.S. (T) 
Ops, (3) 
D ^ T . D ,  t h )  
D . T . D ,  ( M )

R.T.D. (C )
D. of S.T, (2) U.S.N, (3)
I*P* (3) Adi. Ramsey (U)
D. of S.2A C.C.O. (2)
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North Atlantic.
French Ships N.C.X.F's 1549/5*. Intend sailing French ships 
for Dakar. at 1700/6 routed through (m) 35° 51* N. 06° 01' W.

(n ) 35° 26’ 06° 36’ w * (°) 34° 01' N. 07°
' • 39' W. S. of A. 8 knots thence as ordered by

S.N.O. Casablanca. 2. Escorts LA BOUDEUSE to Dakar, BLYSKAWICA, 
VANOC and VELOX to position (o).

(V.A. Gibraltar, 0006A/6 to S.N.O. Casablanca, (r ) Admty., 
etc.) * re sailing of French ships to Dakar.
Four P.M. escort vessels Minron 7 plus French merchant ship 

CAPITAINE PAUL LEMERLE R/V Gibraltar-Dakar convoy 1400z/7th Dec. 
34.01 07.39 relieve escort according to V.A. Gibraltar 0006A/6 
escorting convoy through point P 33° 30' 08° 50', point Q 32° 00' 
10° 00', point R 29° 30', point S 28° 40' 12° 40’. Escort 
furnished by F.O.C.W.A.F. gather expect relieve point S. E.T.A. 
point S lOOOz/10.

(S.N.O. Casablanca, 1745Z/6 to N.C.X.F., F.O.C.W.A.F.,
(R) V.A. Gibraltar, Admty.)
N.C.X.F's 1156/30/11. Following ships sailed in accord

ance with F.O.C. Gibraltar's 0006/6; PARAM&, ATHOS II, JAMAIQUE, 
COLOMBIE, CHAMPOLLION, RHEA, CEVENNES, PAUL DE ROUSIES, LA 
BOUDEUSE, acting as Commodore, ATHOS II Vice Commodore, escorts 
VANOC (S.O.), BLYSKAWICA and SANDWICH. Codeword "Sampson".

(V.A.C.N.A., 1800A/6 to S.N.O. Casablanca, (r ) N.C.X.F., 
F.O.C.W.Af., Admty.)
My 0006/6. Convoy "Sampson" escorted by VANOC, BLYSKAWICA, 

SANDWICH, F.S. LA BOUDEUSE sailed 1745. Q.K.A.79 negative LA
BOUDEUSE.

(F.O.C. Gib., 2144A/6 to S.N.O. Casablanca, (r ) Admty., 
N.C.X.F. , F.O.C.W.A.F. )

U/B. S/M reported by aircraft at 1430A/5th in 034u 14'
N. Oil* 04' W.
(R.A. Gib. 0135A/6 to S. & A. Area X, Admty.,
N.C.X.F. )

Movements. MONARCH OF BERMUDA, DERBYSHIRE sailed 1700/6.
(S.T.O. i/c Gibraltar, 0915/6 to S.T.L.O. Oran,
(R) D. of S.T., P.S.T.O. X.F. )

Air Report. Opsum for 24 hours ended midnight 5th Dec. U-Boat
sightings and attacks. Wellington R/179 on A/S 
night sweep east at 2106 hours picked up and 

illuminated fully surfaced U-Boat in (LBNV (36° N. 1° E.) ? 
corrupt) 4506. Attacked from U-Boat's port beam as it was 
diving with four D/Cs explosions close to starboard quarter, 500 
rounds fired at U-Boat's hull, no results seen.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 0935Z/6.)
LLANSTEPHAN 

CASTLE, 
TEGELBERG, 
MAIDSTONE etc.

Your 1807/5th (LLANGIBBY CASTLE unfit for sea, all 
passengers transferred to LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE. 
Proposed sailing p.m. Monday etc.) Approved. 
Request you will sail MAIDSTONE with this convoy 
At least 5 escorts are to be provided and maximum 
A/S air patrol laid on.
(N.C.X.F., 1133A/6 to V.A. Gib., (r ) Admty., F.O.S 
Capt. S.8, Capt. S.10, S.O.I.8., Cdre. Algiers.)

— t- #

/My ...
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North Atlantic — /£*.
LLANSTEPHAN My 1807A/5th para. 4, for Monday read Sunday.

CASTLE, etc. (V.A. Gib. 1208A/6 to N.C.X.F. etc.)
(contd.) Your 1133/6th and my 1807/5th.

(1) TEGELBERG defects will not he complete until 
a.m. 8th.
(2) Intend sailing MAIDSTONE, TEGELBERG and 
OTRANTO on Tuesday 8th.
(V.A. Gibraltar 1915A/6 to N.C.X.F., (R) Admty. 
etc.)

THRASHER.
/  Cj  0  ̂

Capt. (S) 8 1220/5th THRASHER sailed 1205.
Only such Q messages affecting passage to port 
of destination held.
(V.A. Gib. 1256A/6 to Admty.)

U/B (?) Have obtained A.S.V. contact in 36.00 N. 02.30 W.
probably a submarine (bearing 014° ?) am investi
gating suspicious object wake or swirl in 
36.16 N. 02.22 W.
(A/C Call Sign U.A.l Duty J. 1730/6 to Gib. W/T.) 

My 1730. My position (presume ’’enemy’s position” intended) 
is 36.16 N. 02.32 W. course 270° speed 8 knots.

(A/C Call sign UA1 Duty J. 1800A/6 to Gib. W/T.)

Your 1527a/ 6th (N.T. in W.D.) My P.C. and S. at 
1900Z, 036° 36’ N. 008° 32' % .  124° 14 knots. 
Intend to commence searching vicinity of position 
given at 2300. If no further signal is sent by 
EXE indicating boat located,request aircraft 
co-operation at daylight 7th December.
(EXE 1905Z/6 to V.A. Gib.)

LADY DENISON PENDER expects to complete picking 
up cable at 0600Z/8th and requests instructions. 
SOUTHERN PRIDE has endurance to remain until 
operation is completed and then to proceed 
P.C. and S. 1900Z/6th 024° 36’ N. 017° 42’ W.

052°, one knot.
(SOUTHERN PRIDE 1930Z/6 to F.O.C.N.A. (R) F.O.C.W.A.)
Reply: F.O.C.

FARNDALE. 
AVON VALE.

U/B.

Gib. 1803A/7.

Request you sail FARNDALE, AVON VALE for 
Gibraltar forthwith.
(F.O.C.N.A. 1950A/6 to F.O. Oran (r ) N.C.X.F., 
S.O. Force H.)

Report by 73 Squadron Sea Plane. R.A.F. Personnel, 
at 1835A. Moving oil spot 034 42’ N. 012
00’ W., at 1850A course 000° speed 2. At 
190OA, U-boat releasing flares.
(BARNEGAT 2030Z/6 to V.A. Gib.)

EXE.

Cable
Operation.

Bathurst. My

/Following • • •
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE. 1330, /Ota Roc. HI

From;- V.A. Gibraltar. R e o l ^ i o ^
__________  N.CYPHER 5(S) by T/P , ;____________

Addressed:- N.A. Station.

IMPORTANT.
Situation report at area X Situation cat 

i9o8A/6th.

f- ^ s p  r r  WM*
5?. Thence through Straits? 7. .

33's d  09 S i o & m l t a x  7. n n ^ ^ . x t f

Wio 05 03
iT *o W W  ku% A °l 1613 throUf!h

(6),

f e %  v?noen£ “fhenooOfrect"to
Gibraltar 8. ••

Gegc l§̂ Ylv'mciQZ 
thCncc 010 Gogs IS.& ,027 dogs 25’ 019

0 1 9  f o g s  01

(11). EXE 036 dogs 40» 008 dogs 23» to
Gibraltar 14. 1 .

r \ 9 \  ‘

•97



MOST SECRET
'-MINING: This i3 an uiipii aphi’A&dG vnSxoii ol a. secret L̂ ypliex' ox- ouniidrrit
code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to
communicate it  to parsers outside British or A llied  Government Services,

-  2 -

izvous IC M S 4 at dawn/7. whon^TAY, WEAK, 
H*|.S. ARPROSSAM, H.M.S. WORTHING,LYME REGIS,

’end
,  H,;| •  %.J .  /T J .U L IO  1 I  V  •  a

depart fo r  G ibra ltar 13.

(1 3 ). ‘ Submarine 1^221 sa ils  1200/7th through 
036 dogs 01» 006 degs 12» 036 dogs 40* 007
dogs-30 to 225 dogs-Capo St. Vincent 10 on 
surface 11.

qV .C .N .-. 
A.O.N.S. H) (2 ) .  
A .C .N .g .P ) 2). 
N.A.lst 5L.
0 opt. Pirn. 
D.D.I). (H)'2). 
D.O.D.tF 2 ). 
D.D.O.D. (1)

D,

Ha:offoP

S\tMP.T.D . 3 ).
P . T . D . i O ) .  . 
F.O.S.bv courier. 
D .o f.p jQ K  
0»C.R.T., 
0 ,C .0 .(S ).

1330A/6*

Advance Copg.JDut^ C apt., 

D.IVD.



MOST SECRET
ute>5A5N 133^.7'bih Jjtsoumber IN
inrasea version of a sVoret nvnhsran Unn «.«»h K K »rva% ion  o ? V  sVorii'o^her or~confidential

■ + a t Y»™ST: I lr s t  be essential ■
c¥V3r;.lt 3 lt>B0dehfe!J[outside British o T ' m 1 ecPTroverriment Services.

Rood. 1945
Navr.l Cypher 3 (S) by W/T.

Addressed North Atlantio Station.
TT.TPCiRH'1 O T

‘Situation Report Area "Y" 2001A/6th. 
m  Portuguese Sloop 90NCAL0
VKLHO le ft  Capu Verde Is. p.ra. 3rd for M o ir a  10. / - 7 #'
(il) H.M.S. ENTERPRISE 86 59 21 34 341 clops 19.

1332/76

V.C.N.C. , , 
A.O.N.S. (H) 
A.O.N.S. (F)(2) 
N. A. 1st S.L. 
Oo.pt. Pin 
D.O.D. (H)(2) 
D.C.T1. (F)(2) 
Duty Oo.pt. (2) 
D.A/S.W.
K 1, o f  It. 
D.D.I.G. ( 2) 
X.P. (2)
VJ.D.— , % 
D.T.D. (M) 
D.K.X. (4)
D. ctf P. (2) 
D.T.D. (3) 
D.T.D. ( « ,
Ad. Blake (2) 
Ad. Ramsey (4)

Advance copy Duty Oapt.
D.O.D. (H) 
D.D.I.O.
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War Diary.

6.12.1942.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic- f t : .

U/B.
(contd.)

Following has been read by Gibraltar. Following 
received from B.73, submarine submerged trailing 
oil released signal flares position 34.42 N.
12° 00’ W. Catalina F.P. Ill was trailing same 
oil slick.
(S.O.I.S. T.O.R. 2300/6.)

Force H. Arrival 6th. S.O. Force "H" in NELSON, RENOWN,
FORMIDABLE, FURIOUS, CHARYBDIS, MILNE, METEOR, 
LOOKOUT, PENN, PATHFINDER, CARTRIDGE, PORCUPINE, 
QUALITY, QUIBERON, PUCKERIDGE.
(V.A. Gib. 2150A/6 to Admty., N.C.X.F.)
South Atlantic

C. in C. E.F. 1335/26th Nov. not to N.O.I.C. 
Fremantle. (ii) S. of A. 13^ knots. E.T.A. 
Fremantle 0300z/l9th. (iii) Shifting to Group 
N U at 1415Z/8th.
(N.O.I.C. Durban 0402Z/6 to Admty., C. in C. E.F.,

Arrival 6th Dec. PHOEBE, F.S. COMMANDANT DROGOU, D 'ESTIENNE 
D ’ORVES, M.Ls 272, 244, 266.

(N.O.I.C. Takoradi 1744Z/6 to Admty. etc.)
Arrivals 6th Dec. H.M. Tug LADY ELSA, WELLARD, ARCTIC 

EXPLORER.
(S.O.(l) Sierra Leone 2042Z/6 to Admty. etc.)
Departure 6th Dec. MILFORD, AMARANTHUS, TAMARISK, YESTOR, 

ARRAN with F.T.T.4.
(S.O.(l) Sierra Leone 2057Z/6 to Admty. etc.)
Arrival 6th Dec. HERTFORDSHIRE, LE TIGgS, CAPE WARWICK,

LADY ROSEMARY.(S.O.(l) Sierra Leone 2140/6 to Admty.)

for first 24 hours NEPAL and NORMAN.
2. S. of A. 16 knots. Routed in accordance with

C. in C. E.F. 1635/23, not to Admty.
3. Shift W/T organisation to Group N U at 1415Z/8. 
(Cdre. Durban 0904Z/6, 0933Z/6 to Admty., C. in C. E.F. 
C. in C. South Atlantic.)

ENGADINE. Sailed ENGADINE routed in accordance with

C. in C. S.A., A.C.N.B.,N.O.I.C., Fremantle.)

Movements. Arrived H.M.S. HAWKINSXi 111 V C U  1 i • ivi • JJ • lixi V f IV J. iiU »
(N.O.I.C. Durban 0635Z/6 to Admty. etc.) 
Arrival 6th Dec. BRIDGEWATER.
(S.O.(l) Freetown 1127/6 to Admty

W.S.24 (B) Sailed FROBISHER escorting W.S.24 (b ) Local Escort

U.S. Fleet, Admty. etc.)

/Minefields • • •
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200
War D ia ry .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

6 .1 2 .1 9 4 2
Sunday.

South A t la n t ic  -  c o n td .

M in e f ie ld s ,  Your 1 3 0 8 /5 . I f  i t  i s  d e c id e d  t o  r e p a ir  
D ieg o  S uarez, D iego  Suarez M in e f ie ld  f i r s t ,  ftjark 111 mines w i l l  
Saldanha. n o t  he re q u ire d ,a n d  sh ip  can he ready f o r  sea

by 12th  December.
(2 )  A l l  s t o r e s  f o r  D iego  Suarez a v a i la b le  by th a t  

d a te  w i l l  be embarked. N .O .I .C . D iego  Suarez 0 6 31 /5  D ec. r e fe r s .
(3 )  In  even t o f  para . 1 SPINDRIFT and n a v ig a t in g  p a rty  from  
Saldanha re q u ire d  a t Durban by 11th  December.
(4 )  I f  d e c id e d  MANCHESTER CITY p roceed s  Saldanha a d v is a b le  to  
embark mines from  MANCHESTER DIVISION due Durban 10th  December 
and sh ip  shou ld  then be ready f o r  sea  by 15th  Decem ber.
( C dre. Durban 1052C /6 to  C. in  C. S .A . (R ) MANCHESTER CITY,
C apt. Supt. D urban.)

G ib r a lt a r  -  My 0913Z /5 th  and N .C. X .F 's  1549A / 5th .
Dakar R equest r o u te , R /V a t w hich my e s c o r t  shou ld
Convoy. ta k e , and method o f  com m unication betw een e s c o r t

and sh ip s  in  con voy . R eport convoy o rd e rs  be 
t r a n s fe r r e d  at ren d ezvou s.
(R .A .W .A . 1326Z /6  to  V .A . G ib r a lta r  (R ) S.N .O . 
C asab lan ca , N .C .X .F ., N .O .I .C . B a th u rst , Adm ty.)

HARVEY W.
SCOTT, 

d i s t r e s s .

SS HARVEY W. SCOTT sen t out fo l lo w in g  S .O .S . 
(b e g in s )  055° 33 ' S . 076° 25 ' W. q u a rter  in ch  
cra ck  in  s h i p 's  s id e  p ro ce e d in g  toward M agellan 
S t r a i t s  T .0 .0 .  0 5 2 1 Z /6 th .
( S . O . ( l )  M ontevideo 1321Z /6  t o  A dnty. ( r )
C. in  C. S .A . e t c . )

"S "  R e p o rt. F o llo w in g  has been  read . S S S S QUEEN CITY, 
submarine s ig h te d , 24 YO S. (a s  r e c e iv e d )
3 .4 5  E.
(Sim onstown W/T T .O .R . 1 3 5 0 Z /6 .)

Dakar Re B r i t i s h  r e p r e s e n ta t io n s ,
n e g o t ia t io n s .  (F o r e ig n  O f f i c e  1400 /6  to  W ash in gton .) 

See L ion  Copy.

F ly in g  Over Your 1747A /2 . A .O .C . West A fr i c a  in form s me 
French  W. ( a ) No De Gaullulst a i r c r a f t  based  in  B.W.A.
A f r i c a .  ( B j P .R .U . s o r t i e s  ceased  a f t e r  1/ 12 .(c) F .F . L ia son  O f f i c e r  has been  asked to  a s c e r ta in  

i f  any f l i g h t s  have been  made from  Chad and i f  
they have to  req u est such f l i g h t s  be  d is c o n t in u e d . 
(F .O .C .W .A . 1413Z /6  to  N .C .X .F . ( r ) Adm ty.,
V .A . G ib r a l t a r . )

AUBliETIA, Your 1 0 0 9 /5 . AUBRETIA and VIOLET w i l l  be re q u ire d
VIOLET. to  op era te  from  W estern A pproaches Command w ith

“ T o r c h ''fo l lo w  up C onvoys. I t  i s  n o t  a n t ic ip a te d  
th a t they w i l l  re tu rn  to  you r Command f o r  some 
months.
(D .O .D . (H) 1800A /6 to  F .O .C .W .A .)

/BRYFEVALE • • •



MOST SECRET
EARNINGi This message mast first be paraphrased, if it is essential 
to ccmmunicate it outside British or Allied Government Services.

M E S S A G E

ZOOB

OUT
MOST SECRET T.O.D. 1400/ 6t h D go ember

To Washington. Data 6/ 12/42

_______________ Cypher___________________
From Foreign Office.
IMMEDIATE
No.7670. 6th December 1942.

c c c c
Ref. F.O. Letter NO.Z9646/631/G of December 4th.

Your telegram No.5872 (of December 3rd) British 
representation in negotiations at Dakar.

Please take this up immediately with the United 
States Government on political grounds as you suggest. 
United States Government are insisting in Algiers 
Conference that facilities in West Africa shall be 
granted to the United Nations and not to United States 
of America alone. Details of those facilities are to 
be discussed at Dakar. Owing to the geographical 
position of British and French colonies in West Africa 
offer of facilities to the United Nations, if it is 
genuine, nresupposes close contact between British and 
French authorities in West Africa and therefore British 
participation in the Dakar discussions ought to go without 
saying. In the circumstances to allow the French to 
refuse British participation would place us in a dispara
ging position and encourage the French to play off the 
Americans against us in future. It would incidentally 
prejudice prospects of smooth co-operation between the 
French and ourselves both in military and economic spheres,
2. Apart from this, Boisson is now asking for certain 
assurances from us in connection with the agreement about 
West Africa now being negotiated with him by the Americans 
at Algiers. That being so, we cannot admit that he 
should refuse to have dealings with us at Dakar.

F.O. circulation - 
G. 0.S. D. 0,
C.O," W.G.O.

Received from F.O.

T.O.D. 1400/6.

Maj. Morton

1st Lord 
1st S.L,
D.F. S .L.
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(F)oi D.N.I. 
A.C.N.S.(H))y D. of P

) A.G.N.S. (T)) Head of M. j  0fPlQ))
) P.A.S.(S) ) Admiral Blake (d : of L.'Dr o
) 0 D.O.D.(F) )o Admiral Ramsoy<D.D.I.C. )n
)n D.O.D.(H) )n D.c. jo 1

>n y) 1



MOST SECRET S.OO'B

'VANNING-: This is an unparaphrased version of a svcret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to p'ersons outside British or Allied Government Services.

Addressed A. I. G. 150.
IMPORTANT.

2 Motor Launches escorting about 05 45 11 01 to Takoradi 6,
PORTSDOWN,escorting off Rohertt^ort to Freetown, 

NORTHERN CHIEF, 04 10 05 01 to Takoradi 10.
ST LOMAN,STELLA POLARIS, KHYBER, 2 Motor Launches, with 
ST 45, 03 20 03 45 to Takoradi. ?9
SPHERE,osoorting 03 35 04 10 to Takoradi 8 at 1959Z 6th. 
H.M. 3. HYDRANGEA, escorting 03 35 03 20 to Takoradi 12-3- RUMBA, OOPINSAY, off Aocra, H. M. S.-rASTURIAS, H.M. S. 

$f<3YCLAMEN, 02 25 21 40 to patrol between 00 28 South
21 57 and 01 17 18 21 12|. H.M.S. DESPATCH, about 02 01
22 20 to Freetown 17. 00RITHIAN,09 40 South 13 30 to
“1 f) 0*1 ^ _Tn A .1

V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(K) 
A.C.N.S.(F)(2) A.C.N.S.(T) 
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Oapt.Pim*

MOST SECRET 1013Z/6th December IN
Date 6.12.42.
Time 1406From F.O.C. West Africa. 

_________Naval Cypher (M) by W/T

1013Z/6.
Advance Copy D. C. D.O.D. (F) D.T.D,

D.D.I.c! (2)
I.P. (2)W*D.

D,D.O.D. (c) 
Ad, Blake.Ad, Blake,



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

GRYFEVALE.

201
6.12.1942.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - contd.
Your 1245Z/6th November. If GRYFEVALE not 
required by you in near future propose she 
return Freetown. Absence of Freetown water 
carriers for refit is causing difficulty in 
watering escort.
(F.O.C.W.A. 1801Z/6 to F.O.C.N.A., N.C.X.F., 
Admty. etc.)



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

'  202
6.12.1942.
Sunday.

Mediterranean.
U/B. At 0210 U-Boat in position 224° Cape Palos 19,

course 290°, 6 knots.
(P.51, 0243A/6 to Capt. (s) 8, (R) N.C.X.F.)

S O S .  Following received from FBPJ (undecypherable).
S O S  32.27 N. 17.25 E.
(Nore W/T, 0320/6 to Admty.)

Following received from FBPJ.
S O S  32.38 N. 15.17 E. T.O.R. 0255A.
(Nore W/T, N o T.0.0./6 to Admty. reed. 0321/6.)

Movements;---- ^Departure RANPURA.
(Cdre. Aden, 0519Z/6 to Admty., etc.)
Arrival M. T. B,"*260, 268. w  a , % c .

(V.A. Malta, 0750A/6 to Admty., etc.)
My 1603/5th (N.T. in W.D.) Under departures add PRIMULA. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 0832B/6 to Admty., etc.)

Arrival 5th Dec. ANTWERP, M.T.B.61. Departure 5th Dec. 
SNAPDRAGON, WHITEHAVEN, CROMARTY, BOSTON, G.S. SAKTOURIS, 
SOUTHERN MAID, ROMEO, GENERAL BIRDWOOD, MAPLE, Tug, Magnetic 
Motor Launch 358,*M.T.B. 265^-M.T.B. 307. *r .

(S.O^I^ Alexandria, 0934/6 to Admty., C. in cf Med.) 
Arrived WISHART 0830A/6th and sailed for Philippeville 

1015A/6th having unloaded ammunition and dunnage.
(N.O.I.C. Bougie, 1020a/6 to Cdre. Algiers, (r ) F.O.I.S., 
N.O.I.C. Philippeville.)
5th Dec. Arrival Greek S/M PAPANICOLIS. DepartureFALKp>M.L. 348.
(S.O.(I) Beirut, 1139B/6 to Adraty.)
Departure ̂ HYDRANGEA. /v T* *
(V.A. Malta, 1457A/6 to Admty., etcT) * ' *  4 
Departure RORQUAL.
(V.A. Malta, 1457A/6 to Admty., etc.)
6th Dec. Port Said arrival WHITEHAVEN, CROMARTY, BOSTON, 

-M.L. 348. Departures WHITEHAVEN, CROMARTY, BOSTON.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 1733/6 to Admty., etc.)
Algiers arrivals QUEEN EMMA, BICESTER, WHEATLAND from the 

east ,* NASTURTIUM,'^LUNENBURG with LEON I AN from Oran, SCYLLA from 
Gibraltar. AURORA, ARGONAUT, ESKIMO, TARTAR from Bone. LC.T^jJ 
>152 and 169 from Bone. EGRET, RHYL, BUDE, CLACTON, BANFF,* 
REDOUBT, QUICKMATCH, TANATSIDE, SWALE, HELVIG with K.M.F.4. 
Departures WISHART to Philippeville, BICESTER, WILTON to w  
Philippeville, WHEATLAND, LAMERTON, SCYLLA, ZETLAND, L.C.T.135, 

^L52, and 169 to Bone. A
(Cdre. Algiers, 2056A/6 to Admty., (r ) S.O.I.S., N.C.X.F.)

Convoy Sailing telegram. Escort RANPURA.
A.K. 5. (N.C.S.O. Aden, 0531Z/6 to Admty., etc.)

Enemy Wellington report on landing 7 unidentified
Reports. ships, one fully lit stopped in position 220

(? Cape) San Vito 05’ at (?23 or ll)59A/6.
(V.A. Malta, 0857A/7 to N.C.X.F., R.A. 12 C.S., 
P.O.I.S. )

/Following ...



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

203
6.12.1942.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean, /y.

Enemy Following has been read. Position and course
Reports. of enemy (5 aeroplanes) 37.27 N. 17.05 E. 180°.
(Contd.) (Malta W/T, 0920A/6 to Admty.)

Position of one enemy destroyer (? one escort 
vessel) 37.45 N. 11.20 E. course 190°, speed

10 knobs.
(A/C C/S 6TME, 0930A/6 to Hal Far.)
Position of one enemy small vessel 37.35 N. 11.50 (or 59) 

E., course 250°, sneed 8 knots.
(A/C C/S 6TME* 0935a/6 to Hal Far.)
Position of 8 enemy torpedo boats 36.50 N. 11.20 E., 

course 270°, speed 20 knots.
(A/C C/S 6TMD, 1027A/6 to Hal Far.)
P.C. and S. of 1 medium vessel 2 (?) 2 escort vessels 

360°, 10, 37.10 N. 11.50 E.
(A/C C/S 6TME, 0945A/6 to Hal Far.)
P.C. and S. of 1 destroyer 37.35 N. 11.35 E., course 270° 

speed 20 knots, and 3 E-Boats 37.34 N. 11.45 E., course 090°
15 knots.

(A/C C/S BTMD, 1050a/6 to Hal Far.)
P.C. and S. of one enemy tanker 37.20 N. 11.00 E., 230", 

10 knots.
(A/C C/S GMMB, 1506A/6 to Hal Far.)
Position of 1 enemy destroyer and 1 enemy E-Boat 37.30 N. 

11.00 E., course 60°, speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S BTMD, 1245A/6 to Hal Far.)

GRETE. German controlled Danish steamship GRETE expected
to leave Cartagena p.m. 6th Dec. for Marseilles. 
(Capt. S.8, 0942A/6 to 8 S/M.F.)

Cartagena states SS. GRETE will leave for Valencia and 
Marseilles Dec. 7th with German cargo.
(N.A. Madrid, 13(?3)4/6 to V.A. Gibraltar, (r ) Admty.)

DIDO. C. in C. Med’s 1834/5th (1833/5 intended).
Request you will sail DIDO for Bone p.m. tomorrow 
7th to arrive within 50 miles off Bone at daylight 

8th. Inform N.0.I.C. Bone of route to enable fighter protection 
to be arranged a.m. 8th.
(N.C.X.F., 1121A/6 to V.A. Malta.)
C. in C. Med. 1834/5th (1833/5 intended). Propose routeing 
DIDO when ordered to sail as MANXMAN in my 2346/24th Nov.
S. of A. 28 knots.
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 1505/6 to N.C.X.F., (R) F.O.I.S., C. in C. Med.)

MANXMAN. Force K's 0857A/4th and F.O.I.C. Oran’s 1106/5th.
MANXMAN situation. Owing to congestion in Oran 
and inadequate depth over wrecks preliminary 

repairs will be done by VINDICTIVE at Mers-el-Kebir under super
intendence American F.O.I.C. Oran and his constructor commander.
(2) Repairs will be on lines of MANXMAN’S 2330A/3rd, amended as 
experience of damage dictated in consultations with constructor 
commander.
(3) I am satisfied that this is the best arrangement and that if 
present perfect weather holds ship will be ready to tow to 
Gibraltar about 15th Dec.
(MANXMAN, 1215A/6th to N.C.X.F., (R) S.O. Force H, VINDICTIVE 
13th D.F., F.O.I.C. Oran, V.A. Gibraltar.) /M.T.Bs’...
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6.12.1942.

War Diary. Sunday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.- Contd.
M.T.Bs. Your 1502B/5th. Propose sailing M.T.Bs^260,

262, 266 and 316 under C.O. 20th Division at 
150077 th.

(V.10, 1247A/6 to G.C.F., (R) V.A. Malta.)
My 2150A/4th (M.T.Bs to carry out sweep in Gulf of Tunis). 4 
M.T.Bs will be ready p.m. Monday, when it is intended to sail 
them. Request you will inform Air authorities.
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 1320A/6 toN.C.X.F., (R) C. in C. Med., etc.)

P. 712 Greek flag hoisted in P.712 5th Dec. and name
Renamed. changed to MATRGZOS. Request allocation group/

in appropriate S.P.
(C. in C. Med., 1520B/6 to Admty., (r ) F.O.S., 
Capt. S.l.)

M.C. 1. Your 0714/6/12. Cancel my 1037/3/12 (N.T. in
W.D.) Ships composing M.C.l will be sailed to 
arrive Aden a.m. Dec. 16th.

(F.O.R.S.C.A., 1729B/6 to C. in C. E.F., (R) Admty., C. in C. 
Med., P.S.T.O.M.E. , Cdre. Aden, N.O.I.C. Suez, G.H.Q.M.E. )
W.D. Note:- Not understood. Our information was that M.C.l 
sailed 7th Nov. (Kilindini - Durban). Presumably this is a 
new series, Aden to Cape, but seem queer to have two M.C. 
series on same station.
? should M.C.l be M.C.2 see C. in C. E.F., 0714Z/6 (East Indies).

Transport Admty. l922/5th Dec. (see E. Indies).
of S. African 1. Propose to embark HIGHLAND MONARCH 500 German
Troops. prisoners of war for (corrupt group) and 1000

South Africans.
2. EMPIRE TROOPER capacity 2300 South Africans. 

Both ships ready to sail Suez 8th Dec.
3. EMPIRE WOODLARK delayed approx. 10 days due to rudder trouble. 
Propose embarking together with S0NTAY ex Sxiez about 14th Dec. 
capacity 2650 South Africans provided F.O.R.S.C.A. able to 
arrange escort.
4. Providing full move (? takes place) maximum estimated balance 
is 12000. Propose embarking these in NIEUW AMSTERDAM, ASCANIUS, 
FELIX ROUSSEL, ARONDA, end of December.
5. Embarking prisoners of war in HIGHLAND MONARCH as there will 
be no saving in later escorts if this space allocated South 
Africans.
6. Agreed G.K.Q.M.E. F.O.R.S.C.A. pass to Movements 80 Area. 
(P.S.T.O. Egypt, 18153/6 to D.S.T., (R) C. in C. S.A., Admty., 
etc.)
Reply: D.S.T. 0641A/8.

Air R/C.

(2) Taranto,
(3) Messina,
(4) Palermo, 
(V.A. Malta,

Visuals p.m. Dec, 6th.
(l) Naples, 3 battleships, 1 cruiser only sighted, 
visibility poor.

3 battleships.
5 cruisers.
destroyers not sighted.
1821a/6 to C. in C. Med., etc.)

/Malta •  •  •
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"’A'JNING: This is  an unparnphrased version o f a secret cypher or confidenti al
code message, arid the text, must f i r s t  be paraphrased i i  i t  is  es. ential to 
communicate it  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

most secret m e s s a g e  in
1345A/6 Dec,

From.,, Capt. (S) 8. Date .. 6.12.42,
Naval Cypher 3 (S) by Reed...2304.

Addressed . . .  Ships and authorities in Area G. 
IMPORTANT.

at 2 0 G G A / S f s i t u a t i o n  in Western Mediterranean

1, §§ 44jj°rth 01 53 East through
otpf tS°Sfcitter off c?iit

u* ni 91 North 06 59 East through 59 01 North 03 16 East thence 244 11 knot’s . ^

3- ?fLVnnn^^°iS? ^ a?s 38 39 North 08 01 East at 0100/7uh following H.M. P.219 8 knots.
4. s^l>57 41 North 00 15 West course

5- • I r f i ° v|p|^mrino|t djyod by day 2i toots

0> y.jvLS. TRIBUNE#36 27 North 02 59 West on surfacp 
l i  knots to arrive Gibraltar 1100/7th. e

1345A/6.
Advance coix  copy sent Duty Oapt. 

D.O.D. (F), D.D.I.O.
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6.12.1942.
Sunday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Malta 2000A/5 to 2000A/6.
Intelligence Naval. 6 M.T.Bs now at Malta. Two others 
Summary. expected tomorrow. Air.

Night 5tb/6th Dec. Wellingtons dropped twelve 
tons of bombs on Bizerta docks including two 

4000 lbs. near harbour goods station. Other bursts near fuel 
storage tanks on quays and at harbour entrance.
(Govr. Malta, 1900Z/6.)

M.K.S. 3Y. Cdre. Algiers is requested to sail convoy M.K.S.
3(Y) at 1200A/9th routed through 100, 44, 17, 
109, 93, 50, 78, 57 letters A to H.

2. Stragglers route as convoy route.
3. Ocean route all North and West, 036° 10’ 010° 10' , 038° 28* 
015° 00'. 040° 28’ 017" 02', 043° 45’ 017" 50', 051" 10’ 017" 
11’, 054" 30' 013" 45’, 055" 26' 008" 31* letters J. to P.
For stragglers letters Q to W.
4. Algiers section escorted by DEPTFORD, MARIGOLD, VETCH,
CONVOLVULUS,̂ NASTURTIUM,^LUNENBURG. b X o U
5. Oran portion escorted by WEYBURN, PENTSTEMON, R/V in 
position 109 at 1500A/10th.
6. Gibraltar section R/V position (4 ) at 1600A/llth.
7. V .A. Gibraltar and F.O.I.C. Oran to signal Algiers and 
repeat to me names of ships for inclusion.
8 . Ocean escorts^/KRAKOWIAKBLEASDALE/^LAUDERDALE,+MELBREAK,
STORK, AZALEA. /> tjZ*
9. On relief by Ocean escorts local escorts to return to 1 “ 
Gibraltar.
10. First two letters of convoy W/T call sign U K.
11. Emphasise priority watch-keeping impossible Algiers area.
12. Codeword "Taunton” .
(N.C.X.F., 1905A/6 to V.A. Gib., Cdre. Algiers, F.O.I.C. Oran.)

E.A.C. WX.2307. A/85 6th Dec.
Report. Operational summary No. 25 - 1800 hours 4th Dec.

to 1800 hours 5th Dec.
1. R.A.F. activity. 13 out of 13 Bisleys 

dispatched successfully attacked Bizerta docks from 2,700 - 
5,500 feet. 0500 hours. Numerous fires including 1 outstandi 
fire 100 yards North of quayside, seen in docks and town.
15 out of 16 B.17s escorted by 12 P.38s attacked docks and 
shipping at Tunis from 22,000 feet in good weather dropping 150 
x 500 lb, bombs docks, sheds, railway yards. Ship hit, much 
smoke. Flak light, inaccurate, All A/C returned.
(E.A.C., 2000/6, 2350Z/6.)

ALBACORE. Acknowledge. Sail at 1800/8th (7th intended) to
arrive Bougie at daylight Tuesday 8th. You will 
be sailing from Bougie at 1000A/8th as escort to 
2 coasters for Bone.
(F.O.I.S., 2013A/6 to ALBACORE, (R) N.O.I.C. 
Bougie, Cdre. Algiers, N.C.X.F.)

/RORQUAL ...
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RORQUAL sailed 1300/6th to carry out your 1153/ 
4th reporting result during night 8th/9th while 
on passage to patrol area bounded by 38.50, 
39.20, 09.00, 10.00.
(Capt. S.10, 2051A/6 to N.G.X.F., (R) C. in C. 
Med., V.A. Malta, Capt. S.l, Capt.S.8.)

My 1247/3rd after passing DD M.E.ll is to oass 
through 033° 26’ N. 021° 57’ E. thence EE.
2. Para. 1 delete ORION. Delete para. 2. 
Para. 3 for EURYALUS read ORION. Para. 4, 

delete 1st sentence.
3. My 1858/4th para. 3 and 4 (? 5 intended) for EURYALUS read 
ORION.
(C. in C. Med., 2110B/6 to V.A. Malta, etc.)

Malta Air A.1.159 6th Dec. C.S.R.
Report. Night 5th/6th Dec. no enemy air activity locally.

Day 6th Dec., today a total of 30 Spitfire 
sorties have been flown to protect the unloading 

of our convoy. 8 long range and 4 short range Spitfires have 
carried out offensive R/C over Pantellaria, Lampedusa, Kerkenah 
areas but made no sightings. A small U/V was attacked in Sfax 
Bay, cannon strikes being observed at the water line, a schooner 
anchored 5 miles north of Kerkenah was attacked strikes seen on 
the deck. 1 Hurricane collided with the mast of the schooner 
damaging port wing but returned safely, crew unhurt.
Night 5th/6th Dec. Wellingtons made 6 sorties to attack 
Bizerta docks. In first attack 1845 to 2000 hours 4 
Wellingtons dropped bombs from 7000 feet scoring hits with 2 
4000 lb. Bombs near docks, railway goods station, other bombs 
burst near fuel storage tanks, railway goods yard, and on quays.
In second attack from 0155 to 0218 hours 2 Wellingtons dropped 
8 x 500 lb. and nine G.P. bombs scoring hits across the harbour 
entrance and on the dockside area. Very little flak encountered. 
(A.H.Q. Malta, 2126Z/6, 2151/6, 2203Z/6.)

TIGRIS. Establish patrol in following sectors between
260 and 290 miles summit Mount Vesuvius radius 
40 miles. Although outbound vessels are more 

important captured Vichy shipping may be inward bound and 
should be sunk.
(Capt. S.10, 2147A/6 to TIGRIS, (r ) Submarines on Patrol, 
N.C.X.F., Capt. S.8.)

P.219, P.219 is to pass 039° 01* 003“ 58* E. at 2100/7th
URSULA. and then proceed direct to R/V in 037° 01* 003"

h . x  a 4  23* E. at 0900/8th with escort onward passage
• * to Algiers.

(2) URSULA is to pass 038" 45* N. 000" 41’ E. at 0800/7th 038" 
30* N. 001" 26’ E. at 2030/7th 038" 42’ N. 003" 02’ E. at 0800/ 
8th thence direct to 037® 01’ N. 003" 06’ E. to R/V with escort 
at 0900/9th for onward passage to Algiers.

War Diary.

RORQUAL.
. 7. 0 %

Operation 
’’Quadrangle".

/(3) ...
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P. 219, 
URSULA. 
(Contd.)

K.M.F. 4, 
suspected 
minelaying.

6.12.1942.
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean^.
(3) Last Q.B.A. held by both submarines Q.B.A.l.
(4) Cdre, Algiers commence arranging escort as 
above and for stragglers Q.B.A. message to be 
passed to submarine by escort.
(5) Both submarines proceed on surface at 
discretion on day of arrival.
(Gapt. S.8, 2230a/6 to 8 S.F., (R) F.O.I.S., 
N.G.X.F., etc.)
(Capt. S.8, 2258A/6 to S. & A. Area G.)

Minelaying suspected off Philippeville. Ships 
of K.M.F.4 ? bound there should R/V with sweepers 
at 0730/7th on 50 fathom line who will sweep 
them into harbour.
(F.O.I.S., 2335A/6 to BICESTER.)
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East Indies.
Movements Departure 0029/6th Dec. SUTLEJ, JUMNA.

(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll, 0033Z/6 to Admty).

C.M. 35 B. Arrived WORCESTERSHIRE with C.S.35 B.
(S.O.(l) Bombay, G525Z/6 to Admty).

Proposed My 0811+/1+ (Re present destroyer force of
A/S operation. Eastern Fleet inadequate for extended operations)

Request early Admty remarks regarding para. 2,
C. in C. S.A’s 15H/3rd.
2. If Admty. confirm G. in C. S.A’s appreciation 

BIRMINGHAM flying flag of C.S.1+ with ILLUSTRIOUS escorted by 
2 '•Hunts" could leave Kilindini about 11th Dec. for a search 
centred about 035° S. , 035° E. The 3 fixed range destroyers with 
W. S. 2k A would leave the convoy east of Madagascar and after 
refuelling at (corrupt group) (?lndia) relieve the "Hunts" in 
the vicinity of Mauritius about 15th Dec.
3. Object of operation would be to search area to S.E. of 
Madagascar for enemy supply ships or blockade runners.CO. in C. E.F. , 0712Z/6 to Admty (r ) C. in C. S.A.)
Reply: Admty, 1038/8.

Transport Your 1013/1+th (Expected sailings from Suez for
of S. African week ending Dec.11). and A.M. 1922/5th (escorts 
Troops. for ships from Aden to Gape) Earliest date on

which cruiser escort can arrive Aden is p.m./l6th 
Dec.
(2) Your 1037/3rd gave (?sailing date) from 

Suez of ships composing convoy M.C.2 as Dec. 13th. Request 
verification.
(C. in C. E.F. , 071J+Z/6? to F.O.C.R.S. (R) Admty. etc).

LEOPARD
Mauritius.

Movements

F.S. LEOPARD sailed.
(N.O.I.C. Mauritius, 0800Z/6 to Admty. F.0. 
Ceylon, S.0.(i) Bombay, C. in C. E.F. C. in C. 
S.A.,S. 0.(1) Kilindini).

Arrival 6th Dec. SIGFRA, JANUS, 
(F.0.E.A.& Z. 1207Z/6 to Admty)

GLENR0Y.

Enemy Unit D/F indicates unknown Japanese unit REHE 2
frequency i+100 k/cs 2300 62/5 in area from Madras 
East to South East of Ceylon.
(C. in C. E.F., 1509Z/6 to N.O.I.C. Ceylon, 
A.C.N.B. , Admty. S. and A. E. Indies Station).
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Am erica & West I n d ie s .
-^ A ir  O p era tio n s  December 6 Times G.M.T. ,R ep o rt. (B) A/S S o r t i e s  (n o t f o r  convoys) 18 Ganso A 'K5. Squadron s ig h te d  U/Boat P e r is c o p e  a t  102+5 p o s i t io n  50 .52  N, 2+8.59 W. ( ? ) .  S ig h tin g  re p o r te d  to  S.N.O. o f  H.X. 217 who o rd e re d  sweep by d e s tr o y e r  FAME. A tta c k  made by A/C.(E .A .O . 0 8 5 5 /6 ) .

Movements. D ep artu re  U.S.S.OMAHA (?U.S.S.JOUETT).( i f .0 . 1 .G .T r in id a d  0902Q/6 to  S .B .N .O .W .A .) .

CLAN My 112+1/5 r d ,  amended p o s i t io n  009 . 00 N. 059 .50  W.MACFADYEN ( S .O .( i )  K ing ston  1105R/6 to  Admty, N .S .H .Q .).
(Sunk 2 6 th  Nov).

Force J .  F or F .M .D ill  from  Prim e M in is te r .I t  i s  most im p o rtan t t h a t  C.O.S.(W-) 580 (T .0 .0 .  1510/2+) sh o u ld  be p re s e n te d  to  th e  Am ericans as an inducem ent to  form  a s im i la r  fo rc e  o v er h e re  to  s t a r t  combi t r a in in g  and developm ent o f  a common te c h n iq u e  a t  th e  e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  moment, and n o t o f co u rse  to  d e te r  them from  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  in  any n e c e s sa ry  o f fe n s iv e  a c t io n  by d w ellin g  
on i t s  d i f f i c u l t i e s .(A ir  Min. 1550Z/6 to  Britm an, W ash ing ton).

->  H .X .217. One U/B s ig h t in g  and H/F b e a r in g s  in d ic a te  2ndin  v i c i n i t y  o f  convoy. P .C . and S. a t  1500Z /6th  53.2+7 N. 55 W. (A) 072+. 9. 25 sh ip s  and a l l  e s c o r t s  p r e s e n t .A l te r in g  to  p o s i t io n  S a t  dusk . W eather.(C .T . 22+.1.2+. 1552Z/6 to  Connav (R) C.T.22+. e t c ) . D/F b e a r in g s  on 10510 K/Cs a t  1512Z/6 in d ic a te  U/B in  y o u r v i c i n i t y  w hich may have re p o r te d  you.(D .D .I.C . 1850A/6 to  E sc o r ts  o f  H .X .2 1 7 ).

S/M s i t u a t i o n  December 6 th  and U.S.S/M N o tic e . (G .in  C .U .S .F le e t ,  1 6 5 7 /6 , to  Admty).

Your 182+3/2+th.1 .1  saw D eputy C h ie f o f S ta f f  today  and he a d v is e s  a g a in s t  a sk in g  reassig n m en t a t  p re s e n t  tim e . I  th in k  h is  ad v ice  i s  sound b ecau se .A. The c a r r i e r  s i t u a t i o n  i s  s t i l l  v e ry  l i q u i d .B. Up to  F eb ru a ry  a l l o c a t io n  o f  A .G .V 's a re  n e a r ly  e q u a l(1 5  to
C^ M>re A.G.Vs th an  a t  f i r s t  th o u g h t may be re q u ire d  in  P a c i f i a  They a re  exam ining t h i s  problem now in  l i g h t  o f  p re s e n t
perform ance o f A.G.Vs.  ̂ , ___The e f f i c i e n c y  o f  Independence C la s s , th e  f i r s t  o f which com
o u t in  January , i s  n o t y e t known.E. The e f f i c i e n c y  o f K a ise r  G lass i s  unknow n,the f i r s t  ones co 
ou t in  March and may be l a t e r .F .  Deputy C h ie f o f  S ta f f  c o n s id e rs  reass ig n m en t of any coming
ou t b e fo re  March i s  most u n l ik e ly .  ^

U/B,P o s i t io n s .

A i r c r a f tC a r r ie rC o n s tru c tio n .
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America & West In d ie s  -  Gontd.
A i r c r a f t  2 .U .S.N avy a re  an x io u s to  employ some o f  t h e i rC a r r ie r  A.C.Vs in  A t la n t i c .  When t h i s  w i l l  heC o n s tru c tio n , p o s s ib le  depends on s i t u a t io n  a t  tim e .C ontd. 3 . I t  w i l l  h e lp  me to  keep t h i s  whole q u e s tio nto  th e  f o r e - f r o n t  i f  I  know.(A) When we ex p e c t to  employ ou r A.C. Vs on A t la n t ic  t ra d e  convoys o r (B) w hether we in te n d  to  use th e  f i r s t  few a v a i la b le  w ith  r e in f o r c in g  group .i+. An e a r ly  re p o rt on th e  perform ance f i r s t  M.A. C. i s  e a g e r ly  a w a ite d , p a r t i c u l a r l y  w ith  r e f e r e n c e  to  th e  adequacy o f  i t s  f r e e -b o a r d .5. B .A .S .R . concurs w ith  t h i s  s ig n a l .(B.A .D. 1635/Z /6  to  Admty).

Your 0727/3 and 2259/A lthough th e  d e c is io n  to  s a i l  sh ip s  in d ep e n d e n tly  betw een New York and G alveston  i s  v e r y  welcome th e  d e s i r a b i l i t y  o f  th re e  days in  advance in  NK -  KN convoys i s  n o t  im m ed ia te ly  c l e a r .2 . A v ia tio n  gas ta n k e rs  s t i l l  r e ly  on KIT convoys and a l l  sh ip s  may a t  any tim e be fo rc e d  back in to  convoy b o th  ways.3 . E x is t in g  U .S .c o a s ta l  convoy sch ed u le  en ab le s  G u lf ta n k e rs  to  make co m fo rtab le  c o n n e c tio n s  ou t o f and back  in to  N orth  A t la n t ic  convoys and g iv e s  s u f f i c i e n t  lo a d in g  tim e in  G ulf P o r ts .k . Under th e  new sch ed u le  i t  ap p e a rs  to  u s th a t(a ) O .N .fa s t  convoys may f a i l  to  co nn ec t w ith  N .K .convoys and sh ip s  from  K.N. f o r  H.X. convoys w i l l  have a w a it o f  6 days a t  New York.(b) S h ips from  O .N .slow  convoys have a w a it o f  7 days a t  New York on southbound t r i p  and 1+ days on re tu rn  to  jo in  SC convoy. In th e  case  o f  sh ip s  un d er 10 k n o ts  i t  seems th a t  round voyage 
tim e w i l l  be in c re a s e d  by 8 days.5. We th e r e f o r e ,  r e g r e t  th e  change in  th e  KN-NK d a te s .
6 . R eauest your comments.(D .T.D . I 656A/6  to  B .A .D .) .R e p ly :-  B.A.D. I 635Z /7 .

TankersandConvoy.

M .T.Bs. My 0822/jjO th Nov. ( s a i l i n g  o f M .T.Bs. 3z>U, 5^6 ,3 3 7 .3U2). M.T.Bs d e p a rte d  Guantanamo f o r  Miami v ia  A n t i l l a  D e c .5 th .(N .O .I .C . T r in id a d  1732Q/6 to  S .B .N .O .W .A .) .

T .A .29 .(QUEEN ELIZA BET :).
N.K. Recommend new ro u te  from  M. th ro u g h  new
Q. 39° N. 38° W. New.R . 38° N. k5° W. New.S . 38° N. 56° W. th en ce  to  H a lifa x .
(D

38° N. 5(. o . d . ( h) 1812Z/6 to  Connav).D/F b e a r in g s  a t  1302Z/6 in d ic a te  U/B w ith in  6 0 ' o f  1+2° N. 3^° W.(D .D .I.C . 2235A/6 to  SS.QUEEN ELIZABETH. (R) Cominch).
T.A.29. N.K. a l t e r  co u rse  from  (M) th ro u g h  new (Q) j>9 N. 38 W. new (R) 38 N.U5 7/. new (s) .58 IT. 58 W. th en ce  H a lifa x . (0 . in  C .U .S .F le e t (C. and R .) 2255/6 to  T .A .29 . (QUEEN ELIZABETH (R) C.T.F.21+, C in c la n t ,  N .S.H.Q. C.O. A .C ,F .O . 

N .F. Admty).
/H .X . 218
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A m erica & West I n d ie s  -  G ontd.

H .X .218 . H .X .218 C .E .S .F . l6 2 6 /5 th  W estern  L o c a l
e s c o r t  N o rth  T ask  U n it  N o .2 4 .1 8 .5  S a i l s  afl 
fo l lo w s  CALDWELL (S .O ) NIPIGON e s c o r t i n g  HHX. 

218 3 s h ip s  a t  1 9 0 0 Z /7 th  a r r i v e s  000° 8 m ile s  from"Hom.-D" 
a t  1 3 3 0 Z /8 th  and  MATAPEDIA,MONCTON, GRANBY, a t  0 7 0 0 Z /8 th  
jo in  p o s i t i o n  N.N. a t  1 8 3 0 Z /8 th . On r e l i e f  by  CALDWELL and 
NIPIGON d e ta c h  s h ip s  f o r  C anad ian  p o r t s  to  H a l i f a x  u n d e r  
e s c o r t  o f  NIPIGON and  MINAS. R em ainder T .U .2 4 .1 8 .2 .  r e tu r n  
to  H a l i f a x  on r e l i e f  hy b a la n c e  T .U .2 4 .1 8 .5 .
(C .O .A .C . 2029Z/6 to  W estern  L o c a l E s c o r t  T .U .2 4 .1 8 .2 . ) .

RED DEER U nable t o  c o n ta c t  CHEDABUCTO b u t  c a r r i e d  o u t
S e a rc h . s e a r c h  to  a d e p th  o f  40 m ile s  to  le e w a rd  o f

S t P a u l I s l a n d  w ith o u t  s u c c e s s .  S e a rc h  g r e a t l y  
h in d e re d  by  snow. Now p ro c e e d in g  Gaspe v i a

B ird  Rock.
(RED DEER 2100Z/6 to  N .O .I .C .S y d n e y , C .B .(R ) WATCHMAN, C .O .A .C . 
N .O .I .C .G a s p e ) .

A/S Dome a p p a r e n t ly  p e r f o r a te d  as i n d i c a t e d  b y  w a t e r t ig h t  
t e s t .  Am now p ro c e e d in g  Gaspe w ith  E .T .A . a p p ro x . 2 0 0 0 /7 th , 
due t o  heavy  s e a s .  As u se  o f  s l i p  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  e f f e c t  
r e p a i r s  r e q u e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s  w h e th e r  to  c o n tin u e  Gaspe o r  
r e t u r n  Sydney (C .B ).
(RED DEER 2200Z /6 to  N .O .I .C .G a s p e , (R) N .S .H .Q . O ttaw a , C.O .A jC 
N .O .I .C .S y d n e y  (C .B ).

S e a rc h  f o r  My l 6 5 5 /6 th  (N .T . in  W .D.) s e c t io n  S o u th  W est.
C .G .3070 . Amend U .S .S .P .G .3 5 5 »  d e ta c h e d  from  S .C .1 1 2  to
x fl. a s s i s t  U.S.S.CAPTOR s e a r c h in g  f o r  U .S . C .G .3070

now d e r e l i c t  in  a p p ro x , p o s i t io n  0 4 1 .2 0  N.
063.40  W.
CHICOUTIMI en ro u te  H a l i f a x  from  v i c i n i t y  042 . N. 0 6 3 .5 1  W. 
014° 8.
U .S .D est.M C  CORMICK and U .S .S .R .S /M  L .1 5  in  v i c i n i t y  0 4 1 .2 1  N 
0 6 5 .0 9  W. en ro u te  H a l i f a x  when R/V e f f e c t e d .  L .1 5  may be on 
s u r f a c e  u n e s c o r te d  p ro c e e d in g  to  H a l i f a x .
(C .O .A .C . 2103Z/6 to  Admty)

S u b .A tta c k
and
s i g h t in g
Summary.

P a ra .  B. ANDREAS 2 S / l l s  p a r t i c i p a t i n g .
REGISTAN U-45 type.EMPIRE NOMAD 
3 h i t s  2 r e d  b an d s and  r e d  b a l l  on C/T and No. 
14* o r  4 ’ . EMPIRE STARLING U .114 r e p o r t e d . _ 
P a ra .C . P la n e  s i g h t s  n e r is c o p e  5 0 .^ 2  N. 48 .P9 .W . 
1045Z /05 .
(C . in  C .U .S . 2 1 0 4 /6  t o  A dm ty).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia & New Zealand.

Situation. Digest Serial No. 318 Dec. 5« R/C Rabaul 5th 
Dec. reported approx. 35 large vessels from 
25»000 feet including one possible aircraft 
carrier, visibility obscured by clouds. Photos 

portion of harbour indicate three heavy cruisers, four light 
cruisers five destroyers one minelayer two patrol craft, two 
unidentified vessels, twelve merchant vessels 5000 - 10000 tons, 
five flying boats, five float-planes, portion Lakunai Aerodrome 
49 fighters one medium bomber two dive bombers considerable 
activity increased dispersal area. Vunakanau shows 24 medium 
bombers including four damaged, two fighters, intense activity.
(2) Partially successful attack on Buna village against heavy 
automatic fire Dec. 5, pressure being maintained other fronts. 
Strong forces Bostons and B.25s carried out four attacks Buna 
Sanananda Areas during day.
(3) Single enemy aircraft made R/C Darwin area 27»500 feet 
morning 5th.
(4) Enemy strength Dilli reported 7000 men including one 
General. 13 Zeros reported Dilli Aerodrome 3 Dec. three bombers 
arrived same day and four more on fourth one small merchant 
vessel six landing craft arrived same place 4 Dec. Enemy patrols 
remain active inland but evidence our bombing proving effective.
(5) Reports indicate enemy small craft operating along coast 
between Buna and Morobe during night hours.
(6) Strong force Liberators attacked Kavieng Aerodrome early 
morning fifth dropping bombs on runway and among dispersal bays 
fires started but results unobserved.
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P.A. , 0300Z/6 to Admty etc).

Air Raid, Betv/een 0251Z/6th and 0305Z/6th Fremantle cable
Cocos. station received from Cocos (?report that)

3 aircraft overhead and at 0307Z report that 
bombs had been dropped. At 0330A/6th Cocos re
ported all clear.
(Cdre. ¥/estern Australia 0337Z/6 to A. C.N. B. (R) 
C. in C. E.F. , F.0. Ceylon, Admty. D.N.O. Northe 
Territory Darwin).

My 0337/6th. Following from Manager of Cable and Wireless 
(Begins) - Your 0347* Bombed by 3 twin engined Japanese 
planes flying at 20,000 feet approx, similar to Navy 96.
After a preliminary run over target at 0250Z returned flying 
south dropping 6 bombs. Last seen flying E.S.E. Installations 
undamaged. Communications normal. 1 building demolished.
1 Chinese casualty. Please code and advise Navy Intelligence, 
Ceylon, (ends).

(Cdre. Western Australia, 0435Z/6 to A.C.N.B. (R)
F.0. Ceylon, D.N.O. Northern Territory (Port Darwin) C. in C. 
E.F. , Cmdr. S.W. Pacific, Admiralty).

My 0435/6 Cocos reports that inspection indicates nine 
bombs dropped. All medical supplies demolished, essential 
replacements from Colombo requested.

(N.0.1.C. Fremantle, 0805Z/6 to F.0. Ceylon (R) A.C.N.B.,
C. in C. Eastern Fleet, Comsowespac Admiralty, N.0.I.C. Darwin).

/M0N0WAI...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Your 2319A/4 (2109A/4 intended From War Reg 
requesting repetition of N. Z.N. B. 1428M/26)MONOWAI

conversion,
Following is a repetition of my 1428M/26 
(begins) B.A.M.R. Washington (R) C.M. Auckland 
Admiralty N.O.C.A. from N. Z.N.B.

Your J632/22, my 1509/21+. Can indication of date required 
and Port of destination be given as ten days' notice required 
for removal of 6 6-inch guns,relevant anmunition,and embarking 
fittings required for conversion, (re conversion MONOWAI) 
1428M/26 (ends).
(N. Z.N. B. , 0705M/6 to Admty) .

(N.O.I.C. Christchurch N. Z. , 0750Z/6 to Admty. 
(R) Comsoupac S.O.(l) Wellington).
Dutch naval store ship SOEDOE departed Thursday 
Is. 5th December due Cairns 9th.
U.S. Transport ANHUI arrived Townsville 5th. 
(A.C.N.B., 0946Z/6 to Admty, Connav).

cargo of extreme importance for Persian Gulf and 
is being sailed for Fremantle E.T.A. l6th 
Dec. for onward routeing.
(N. Z.N.B. , 0949M/6 to A.C.N. B. (R) Admty.
C. in C. E.F., Cdre. Western Australia,
S.N.O. Persian Gulf).

Movements Arrival U.S.S. TAGANAK 0600/6th

ALCOA
POLARIS.

Anticipate ALCOA POLARIS U.S.A. speed 15 knots 
depart Wellington p.m./7th Dec. Vessel carrying

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimates at 1200Z/6, indefinite 
(D.D.I.C., 1335A/6, 1349A/6).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Home Commands.
TUNA reported Operation "Frankton" completed 
at 2100A today. TUNA later proceeded to 
patrol near i+5.0 N. 2.30 W.

South Atlantic.
Lourenco Marques has twice lately been closed 
for very short periods on account of U/Boat 
sinkings. The Admiralty have pointed out 
to C. in C.S.A. that the prolonged closure of 
Lourenco Marques would cause serious difficult
ies in maintaining coal supplies to the Middle 
East and other areas. In view of the U/Boat 
menace ships are sailing in groups to Durban 
and thence well to seaward. The impossibilit 
of providing air cover off Portuguese 
East Africa has necessitated temporary 
suspension of the direct coastal route to the 
Northward. The Admiralty wish C. in C.S.A. to 
adopt the following policy, so far as the 
limited surface and air forces now available 
will permit:-
(a) Group sailing.
(b) Surface escorts to groups as far as 
possible in area to the northward of Durban, 
tc) Air escorts to groups in the area 
Saldanha Bay to Durban.

Mediterranean.
An aircraft from Gibraltar attacked a U/Boat 
at 2018 today in 36.1+8 N. 1.26 W; the U/Boat 
appears to have been still on the surface at 
2050, but the aircraft was damaged by the 
enemy’s fire and set course for base.

On return from patrol in the Tyrrhenian Sea 
TRIBUNE reports that on 22nd November she 
sustained considerable minor damage from 
counter attack off Naples and will require 
1J+ days to make good defects.

/ Convoy
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Mediterranean - Oontd.
Convoy M.E.ll ORION and 11 destroyers from Operation "Port

cullis" sailed from Malta at 0921+A today to 
escort Convoy M.E.ll consisting of 8 Merchant 
Ships and one tanker, all empty, for Port Said. 
ORION and 1+ "Hunts" are to break off at dark 
tomorrow and take over next day the escort of 
Convoy M.W.15 to Malta.

Aircraft reported this morning that the 3 
"Littorio" Battleships have left Naples.

Pour M.T.Bs sailed from Malta at 1711A for 
patrol in the Gulf of Tunis, after which they 
are to proceed to Bone from v/hich they will 
operate. Two of the M.T.Bs returned to Malta 
with defects and two arrived at Bone on 8th 
December.

Bone was bombed last night; no damage is 
reported, except to enemy aircraft.

Wellingtons last night again bombed Bizerta 
docks and the harbour at La Goulette, Tunis. 
Hits were obtained across the fuel tanks at 
Bizerta. Hurricanes shot up a small ship in 
Sfax Harbour today.

Benghazi was bombed today, but no naval damage 
was caused.

Action is being taken to reopen the Iraq- Tripoli 
(s) oil pipe line

East Indies.
The new air operational boundaries proposed by 
H.Q.R.A. P.M.E. on 21+th November, became 
effective from today.
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America & West Indies.
SS. PETER MAERSK (independent to Aden after 
dispersal from O.N.llj.9; was reported torpedoed 
in 59.k7 N, Ul.O.W at 02ij.7Z today, SS.CERAMIC 
is also thought to have been sunk in the same 
area last night; the ship carried 550 
passengers. ENTERPRISE which arrived at Ponta 
Delgada p.m./8th (she was unable to berth -until 
a.m./9thj left at li+00 G.M.T./9 to search for 
survivors of both ships and the Portuguese 
destroyer DAO at Horta will also search. 
Exceptionally bad weather, compelled ENTERPRISE 
and DAO to abandon the search on 10th December.

Australia.
Six destroyers were sighted at 2520Z today 
steering S.W, apparently in the New Britain - 
New Guinea area and were later attacked by 
two forces of Portresses who obtained two 
probable hits with 500 lb bombs on the stem 
of one of the destroyers who were later 
reported returning to Rabaul. Fifteen enemy 
fighters intercepted the Portresses and lost 
about two thirds of their number without loss to 
the Portresses.

V

♦
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GUNNEL
Movements.
Clyde arrivals GUNNEL, escorted by CAPE PORTLAND. (N.0.I.C. Greenock, 1044A/7).

P.615 Intend sailing P.615 escorted by LA CAPRICIEUSE from Campbeltown at 1200/10 Dec. by standard route to 180° Lizard Head 5 miles, E.T.A. 0800 /12th Dec. Speed 10 knots.
(Capt. S.3., 1049A/7).

NorthAtlanticdispositions.
Area Iceland (C) CUMBERLAND, NORFOLK, 2 Destroyer; Area Scapa. KING GEORGE V, ANSON, DUKE OF YORK, HOWE, BERMUDA, BERWICK, LONDON, SHEFFIELD, SUFFOL! 10 destroyers.Area Liverpool, ARCHER, ADVENTURE.Area Gibraltar NELSON, RENOWN, RODNEY, FORMIDABLE FURIOUS, AURORA, ARGONAUT, CHARYBDIS, DELHI, SCYLLA, SIRIUS 12 Destroyers.(D.O.D. (H.), 1050Z/7 to C. in C. U.S. Fleet).

AJAX
. 5L5- 3  *

Your 2047/6. Subject to weather permitting adequate progress with practices anticipate AJAX will be ready to leave Scapa 20th Dec.(C. in C. H.F., 1332A/7 to Admty).

W.A. Command Situation at 1956A/7. Details.(C. in C. W.A. , 1358A/7) See Lion Copy.

P.223,P.49.
Sailed P.223 P.49 and LA CAPRICIEUSE in accordance with 3rd S.F’s 2013A/5.(N. 0.1.C. Greenock, 1914/7).

SUFFOLK,BERWICK. Scapa arrivals SUFFOLK and BERWICK. (A.C.O.S., 1920/7).

CLYDE Intend sailing CLYDE for Philadelphia 31st Dec. (F.O.S. , 1926A/7 to Admty).

GRAPH GRAPH is hove to in 53° 37’ N., 04° 54' W.and may proceed unescorted to Clyde when weathermodi62?8,1i6S •
( c .  in C.’w.A., 2319A/7 to LORD AUSTIN, AYRSHIRE etc).
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1358A/7th December. Ill
FROM*. C. in G. Western Approaches.

Situation at 1956A/7/12/42
Section N.IT.
SC.MARTTS 5 7 44 05 5 6> To Aberdeen 15

IMPULSIVE 58 50 05 38l
To 58 50 07 02 
thcnco Hvalfiord 15

E.N.70 HORNPIPE 
berks: CERE 
H. N.M. S. FARSUHD

53 43 04 46 To Loch Ewe ‘ 8

Situation at 1956A/7/12/42
Section S.E.
SEALION
GRAPH
DOLFIJN

1HITEBEAR 54 16 05 00 To Holy Loch vi

P.223
P.49

LA CAPRI CIEUSE 55 46 05 00 To Scapa 10

Convoy HUDDERSFIELD
TOWN

52 16 05 16 Northbound 9

K.X.6.A NORTHERN GIFT 
NORTHERN FOAM

51 17 09 10 180° Fastnet 10* 
thence 50 36 12 
thence 46 00 14

5i
37
00.

B.B.42 PAUL EYKENS 
SOUTHERN SPRAY

53 04 05 03 Southbound 0

l Vv VIOLET 51 46 05 50 Milford Haven Gi

Section N, 
0.11.151 ~ 
C.T.U.
24.1,15

Situation at 1W6A/7/12/42
WW atchman 56 50 19 oo To 57 12 21 io
VANSITTART . thenoe 
DAHLIA 57 03 30 35
WALLFLOWER
MONKSHOOD
BORAGrS

7

Situation at 195SA/7/12/42
Section S.W. .... _. . _____SARDONYX Searching in vicinity 54 10 17 20
SALADIN
SPEY
ROTHER
SENNEN
CLARE

51 49 13 02
i

To 48 02 13 31 12

% / 0.N.S.150 f 0 • • • * •
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Operations.

Patrols ALBRIGHTON is to anchor at St. Helens tonight
with M.G. B. 608 and if weather permits proceed 
to patrol between 50° 27* N. ,0° 05' W. , and 50° 
32‘ N . , 0° 30’ E. passing E.A.3 Buoy at 1800 and 
0800.

2. Convoy C.E.137 (S.O. HAMBLEDON) passes E.A.5 at 1800.
3 ships from Shoreham with 2 M.Ls. join it at C 3 buoy 2020. 
Patrol to southward of it during its passage as far as patrol
line permits.
3. 2 CHA& SEW & patrolling south of E.A.5 Buoy.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1308A/7).

*Amend my 1308/7 to read:- Para. 1 ESKDALE and ALBRIGHTON 
are to proceed to patrol between 50° 27’ N. , 0° 05' W., and 
50° 32' N., 0° 30' E. passing E.A.3 buoy at 1800 and 0800.
Code word M Ad vent".
Para. 5» Aircraft report one merchant vessel with two torpedo 
boats at Le Havre. These may proceed eastward. If ordered 
to intercept cross Q.Z.X. 771 by passage one. Aircraft are 
patrolling enemy route.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1620A/7 to D.1, HORNET).
2 destroyers patrolling 12 miles south of Beachy Head.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1717A/7 to Admty).

------ ^Return to St. Helens and remain at immediate notice.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1816A/7 to ALBRIGHTON, ESKDALE).

— — _My 1620/7. ESKDALE and ALBRIGHTON anchored St. Helens 
2110/7 at immediate notice.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 2121^/7 to D. 1. , HORNET).

Biscay S/M TUNA in Biscay south zone. GURNARD in zone 
Patrols. K.505.

(P.O.S., 1554A/7 to Admty).

J.W. 51 A. 
J.W.51 B.

Allied Air Activity.

Air co-operation during the passage of both 
convoys is requested as follows:-
(a) A/S air escort from U.K. and Iceland to 
limit of endurance.
(b) Long range fighter escort while within range.
(c) photographic R/C of Trondheim when
r\y>o a +1 a q V»"l P

[a .C.N.S. (H.), 2115A/7 to H.Q.C.C.)
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Mining,

My 1126A/3* Mine has not yet been swept. It is 
requested that the area within half a mile 
radius of 51° 07' 12" N., 01° 22’ 27” E., may 
be declared dangerous by Q. Z.X.
(V.A. Dover, 1251A/7 to Admty).

Proceed in FRASERBURGH tomorrow and succeeding 
day with BOOTLE and BEAUMARIS in company to 
carry out a 25^ search along a line joining the 
following positions.

(F) Malariff 196° 13 miles (G) Svortu (corrupt group) 270°
3 miles (H) Bjartangar 270° 3 miles (I) Goltur 358° 9 miles. 
Arrange your programme to make most use of daylight, anchoring 
as convenient during dusk hours.
(A.C.I.C. , liK)9A/7 to M/S 15).

Your 1242/6. No sweeping has taken place since my 2150/21 
FRASERBURGH, BOOTLE and BEAUMARIS have boiler cleaned and had 
their defects made good during this period and are recommencing 
operations tomorrow.

(N.O.I.C. Iceland, 1415A/7 to C. in C. H.F.)

Portsmouth Portsmouth inshore route A is temporarily 
Inshore suspended for independently sailed vessels
Route "A”. between C buoy (Q.Z.S.373) and Shoreham owing 

to suspected minelaying. P.S. and S.P. groups 
are being swept on this route on alternative days 
commencing 8th Dec.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 1736A/7).

Your 1736A/7* Intend to sail M.M.S.60, 57 and 62 at 0730/8 
to sweep ahead of S.P. 8 from Shoreham to Looe Buoy where duty 
will be taken over by sweepers from Portsmouth. M.M.S. from 
Newhaven will return, sweeping ahead of P.S . 8 to Shoreham. E-T. 
Newhaven 1900/8. My 2049A/5* R.M.Ls. 513, and 529 will proceed 
astern of S.P. 8 and enter Littlehampton. R.M.L.518 will join 
P.S. 8 from Littlehampton returning to Newhaven, Additional 
escort of S.P. 8 L.C.FV4*
(N.O.I.C. Newhaven, 1950A/7 to C. in C. Portsmouth).

War Diary.

South
Foreland.

Iceland

Enemy Intelligence.

Off Cape P.C.S. of one Merchant vessel 43° 02' N., 09°
Finisterre. 32’ W., 195° 5 knots.

(A/C 10 R.A.A.F. Sqdn. Duty T., 1220/7 to 19 Grcup)

Kaa Fiord My 1536a /27. According to Norwegian Press all
Osanpollen. navigation, except for vessels sailing for German 

Wehramacht, is prohibited in Kaa Fiord south of a 
line joining 69° 58.8* N., 23° 08.6' E. and 69° 

57.8’ N., 23° 14.4’ E.
2. Restrictions on entering Osanpollen 68° 14’ N., 14 33* E. 
also announced.
(D.N.I., 1819A/7 to C. in C. H.F. , A.C.O.S. , F.O.S.)
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Casualties & Defects.

STANGATE. STANGATE sunk after collision in approx. 05U°
1+6» 30" N., 001° 03’ i+5" W. All crew in VERDUN. 
2nd ship believed entered Tees.
(VERDUN, 0516A/7 to C. in C. Rosyth)

(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 1501/7).

HIRONDELLE Intend sailing danaged SS. HIRONDELLE in tow of 
tug DUNDAS for Grangemouth at 0900/8. Routed by 
Q.Z.S.150 and 353 to 32 Buoy, thence by standard 
route. Escorted by SAURIAN to 32 Buoy 2300/8. 
Request relief escort and fighter protection. 
(N.C.S.O. Invergordon, 1027A/7).

LEEDS Engine-room defects. See Shipping. >

Regret collision between TOORAK and DUKE OP 
ARGYL& off James Watt Dock. TOORAK slight 
damage to hawse-pipe and anchor.. Latter 
badly damaged. No casualties reported as yet. 
Both had pilots, so enquiry by Clyde pilot 
authorities.
(Admty. Berthing Officer, Clyde 1730/7 and 
1126/8 to N.O.I.C. Greenock).

My 1730/7. TOORAK now in Loch Long at port anchor only. 
Starboard anchor (corrupt incomplete).
DUKE OP ARGYLL. Now at Terminus Quay Glasgow. No casualties. 
Bows pushed in. Both anchors useless.

(A.B.O. Greenock, 2051/7 andll26/8).

TOORAK, 
DUKE OP 
ARGYLt-.

Unknown
Ship reported
torpedoed.

Your 16U4/7* Nothing seen or heard. My 
position 05U° 29* N., 016° 27' W. Proceeding 
Londonderry. SALADIN in company.
(SARDONYX 1801A/7 to C. in C. W.A.)

JASTLONE N.A.B. JASTLONE sank in collision p.m./7th.
sunk. No casualties. Salvage impossible.

(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1821A/7 to Admty).

Landing craft A.M.155&A/16 Nov. Arrived 5th December OCEAN 
from Operation VENGEANCE with L.C.M.(3) 515 and 559. OCEAN 
"Torch". VIRTUE with L.C.M. (3) 637. Arrived 6th Dec.

LAMBROOKE with k  L.C.P. and 5 L.C.A. (Nos. to 
follow) All craft unserviceable.
(P.O.I.C.. Liverpool 1920A/7 to Admty).

SHARPSHOOTER 
EMPIRE SNOW.

Involved in collision with SS. EMPIRE SNOW 
of Glasgow at 0223A/27th Nov. EMPIRE SNOW 
bound U.K. Consider her at fault. Estimated time 
to repair dairftrge> to SHARPSHOOTER 3 we^ks. 
(SHARPSHOOTER, 1950/7 to Admty). \

/CADDO.



MOST SECRET.

221
War Diary

7.12.1942 Monday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Casualties & Defects - Contd.
CADDO CADDO overdue Reykjavik from Key West since

2nd December.
(Connav, 2109/7 to C. in C. U. S.N. F. in Europe). 

Shipping & Convoys.

escorting P.W.259 (S) to Bristol Channel ^orts. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1035/7 to AMBROSE.PARE,
LA NANTAISE, DANIEL CLOWDEN, INCHGdWER, M.L.540)

pass gate at l400/7th and proceed to join P.W.
259 (S) as S.O. escort and continue until 
North of Longships returning to Plymouth.
2. P.W. 259 (S) sailed from Plymouth at 1115/7th. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1303A/7 to TYNEDALE).

December 10th to reinforce 44th Group returning 
with M.K.F. 4.
(C. in C. W.A. , 1452A/7 to N.O.I.C. Londonderry).

One corvette is to be sailed as necessary to 
meet F. S08O off Flamborough Head and form escort 
in position of LEEDS.
(C. in C. Nore, 1454A/7 to N.O.I.C. Harwich).

LEEDS is unable to escort F. Stf80 and F.N588 owing to 
engine room defects. No other ship is available. Request if 
possible you will provide one escort for these convoys between 
Flamborough and Southend.

(C. in C. Rosyth, 1501A/7 to C. in C. Nore).

M/Vs at My 1027A/30. Group 2 consisting of RICHARD ALVEY
Molotovsk. and HUGH WILLIAMSON will leave last at daylight

10th. Request you sail CAPE ARGONA, CAPE 
MARIATO ,-*T3T. BLAZEY to arrive at 064° 55' N. , 039° 
31' E., at 1200C/10. Merchant ships have similar 
orders to those in group.1. Speed to be adjusted

to arrive Cape Orlov Terski 0900C/11 where minesweeper will 
join you, breaking W/T silence to report when merchant ships are 
in company.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 1557A/7 to CAPE ARGONA).

P.W.259, P.W.259 delayed by we vill not R/V at
->P.W. 259 (S.} Eddystone. My 1237/6 pass Gate at 1115/7

/Y- rr /i- .

M.K.P.4 TEST and FISHGUARD will be required to sail about

_  7  /y f>v. /

Your 1454/7. WIDGEON 1645, speed 12 knots.' 
(N.O.I.C.. Harwich, 1605A/7 to C. in C. Nore).

r v >  a  + n

A .m. f.5 .. .
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.

K.M. P.5 Gmdre’s R/V Noon G.M.T.13th Dec. 05*+° 3 k' N.,
013° 23’ W. Noon G.M.T./ll+th Dec. 050° 17’ N., 
016° 55' W.
(N.C.S. 0. Mersey, 1705A/7 to N.C.S.O. Clyde). 

Cancel paras. 3 and 8 of A.M. 2000/1 and paras, k and 8 of 
A.M.1620/5*
2. Amend time of R/V in para. 1 of A.M. 1620/5 to read ll+OOZ/12. 

(A.C.N.S. (F.) &(H.), 1708A/7).

E.N.72 In order to include special ships propose E.N.72
be postponed one day.
(D.T.D., 1837A/7 to C. in C. Rosyth).
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Force X.
QUICKMATCH QUICKMATCH and REDOUBT are required for special 
REDOUBT. escort duty from U.K.

2. Request you will sail them to arrive Clyde 
not later than 15th Dec.
(D.O.D. (F.; Approved A. C.N. S. (F)*(E.) 1442A/7 to 
N.C.X.F. (R) V.A. Gih. C. in C. W.A. F.O.I.C. 
Greenock) See also N.C.X.F. 1826A/7 (Mediterranean)

J» I S ?
Sit. Reps. It is intended to discontinue daily situation

report and to send them when justified. 
(N.C.X.F. 1615A/7 to Admty.)

SCYLLA 
* AJAX.

A.M. 2047/6. Request you will sail SCYLLA for 
U.K. as convenient after arrival of AJAX.
2. Destination will be signalled later. 
(D.O.D. (H.) Approved A.C.N.S. (H.; 1701A/7 to 
N.C.X.F. (R) C. in C. W.A. F.O.C.N.A. C.S.12. 
C. in C. H.F.)

My 1101/4., cancel new para 5 and substitute 
M.K.F.4 sailing date uncertain. Ocean escort 
EGRET, BANFF,*EXE, SWALE, TANATSIDE, ROTHER, SPEY, 
CLARE, SENNEN. Mediterranean escort EGRET, BANFF, 

SWALE, TANATSIDE, WISHART, BLEAN. Cancel para 2, ENCHANTRESS 
-vshould rejoin E.G. 61 escorting K.M. S.4.
(N.C.X.F. 1920A/7 to V.A. Gib. (r ) C. in C. W.Af. F.O.I.C. Oran. 
F.O.I.S. Cdre. Algiers.) * jy* x suT& }

K.M.F.4.
escorts.

V

North Atlantic.
:>K. M. S. 4. VENOMOUS, VELOX, FLEETWOOD, ENCHANTRESS sailing-

2345/6 to join convoy K.M.S.4. Q.B.A.10.
(V.A. Gib. 0155A/7 to Admty. N.C.X.F. Escorts of 

convoy K.M. S.4. F.O.I.C. Oran. Cdre. Algiers. ) -9
Arrival TAY, WEAR, LYME REGIS, ARDROSSAN, WORTHING from 

K.M. S. 4.
(V.A. Gib. 1920/7 to Admty. C. in C. W.A. (R) N.C.X.F.
N.O.I.C. Greenock.)
Sailed STORNOWAY^IMPERIALIST with R.F.A. BALTONIA, SS. 

VANELLUS to join K.M.3.4. Q.B.A. llj* y
(F.O.C.N.A. 2200/7 to Admty. N.C.X.F/) f 
Sailed V.S.I.S. BALTONIA. A.S.I.S. VANELLUS escorted by 

STORNOWAY, IMPERIALIST to R/V and join with K.M.S.4 in 035° 50’ 
004° 16* at 0800/7.
(2) Destination Merchant ships and STORNOWAY, Algiers.
(3) IMPERIALIST parting company on R/V-ing and proceeds to 
M.K.3.3 (X).

(F.O.C.N.A. 2231A/7 to Escorts of Convoy K.M.S.4 for Cdre.)

/GRYFEVALE...
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GRYF'SVALE. Following is a repetition of my 2000A/4

(received indecypherable) (Begins) 
Addressed N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. F.O.C. W.A

My 1245/6 Nov. In view of the exceptionally heavy demands for 
fresh water, suggest GRYFEVALE he sent to Gibraltar as soon as 
conveniently practicable. (Ends.)
(V.A.C.N.A. 0250A/7 to N.C.X.F.)

periscope and wake of sub. which was completely submerged by 
time A/C was 1 mile away. Sighting was on edge of S.B.R. area. 
Wellington X/179 at 2113 hours in position 36° 12’ N 0° 16* W 
sighted and attacked fully surfaced U-Boat ? sunk 140/5 - A/C 
attacked at angle of 90° to starboard side anddropped 4 Torpex 
depth charges. 2 explosions were seen and on coming over position 
a second time a white streak was observed on water. Nothing 
further observed.
(H.Q. R.A.F. Gib. 0750Z/7, 0753Z/7.)

through 036° 01* N 006° 12* W 036° 40* N 007° 30' W.
(V.A. Gib. 0958A/7 to Escorts of convoy K.M.S.4. EXE. S.T).F 
KAIMATA sailed. LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE with 2350 personnel ex 

‘LLANGIBBY CASTLE sailed 0000/7. * ^  .
(D.S.T.O. Gib. 1015A/7 toD.S.T.) 1 7
Arrival S/M TRIBUNE. 2.3*
(V.A. Gib. 1224A/7 to Admty.)
Situation at 1958A/7. ENTERPRISE 034° 10’ 024° 19' to 

Ponta Delgada 19.
(V.A. Gib. 1342A/7.)
E.T.A. 0730A/8. My position 1700A/7 034° 23’ N 007° 25’ W. 

Weather report.
(SANDWICH 1701A/7 to V.A. Gib. (R) Capt. D.13.)
Sailed 1700, SAMPHIRE escorting SS. TINTERN ABBEY to
(F.O.C. Gib. 1842A/7 to Admty. N.C.X.F.)
E.T.A. Gib. 2145A/7 ALBERNI, PORT ARTHUR, BADDECK, 

SUMMERSIDE in company. Request service of berthing officer.
(QUEBEC (7VILLE DE QUEBEC intended) 1847A/7 to F.O.C. Gib.) 
Arrival FARNDALE and AVON VALE.
(N.O.I.C. Gib. 1930A/7 to Admty.)
Your 1841A/7 (N.T. in W.R.) E.T.A. 2130A/7.
(BLYSKAWICA 1945A/7 to F.O.C. Gib.)

French My 1745/6. Add convoy "Voice" frequency 2410
ships for K/cs. Codeword "Sampson". Escort guards
Dakar. Gibraltar "Fox".

Air
Report.

A.I.210 7th Dec. Opsum for 24 hours ended 
Midnight 6th Dec.
U-Boat sightings and attacks. V/ellington J/179 
at 1725 hours in position LBRN 0332 sighted

Movements Arrival ANTELOPE.
(V.A. Gib. 0930A/7 to Admty.)
P.221 sailed at 1200/7 on the surface routed

Melilla.

S.N.0. Casablanca 1019Z/7 to V.A. West Africa. 
R) F.O.C.N.A. C.T.U. 26.7.1.)

/Following..
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Dakar.
Contd.

French 
ships for

Following is a repetition of F.O.C. W.Af. 1326Z/6. 
(Begins) My 0913Z/5 and N.C.X.F's 1549A/5.
Request route R/V at which my escort should take 
over and method of communication between escort 
and ships in convoy. Could convoy orders be 
transferred at R/V? (Ends)

2. Request you will reply.
(V.A. Gib. 1647A/7 to S.N.O. Casablanca. (R) F.O.C. W.Af.) 
F.O.C. W.Af's 1111/7. Request you will comply.
(N.C.X.F. 1809A/7 to V.A. Gib. (R) S.N.O. C.A. F.O. W.A.F. ) 
N.C.X.F. 1809/7. Request you will route convoy "Sampson" from 

(S) to R/V position (T) 023° 21* N 017° 58' W at 1700Z/12 Dec.
(V.A. Gib. 2327A/7 to S.N.O. Casablanca (R) F.O. W.Af.
N.C.X.F.)

^LAUDERDALE Am searching for U-Boat in 36.24 N 08.28 W,
U/B rejoining convoy before dark.

v iw*,* h jLu.4 t (LAUDERDALE 1130A/7 to V.A. Gib. N.A. Station. 
r  i (R) KRAKOWIAK. )

NORDFELS Dec. 7th repeat M of E.W. B.N.A. Madrid, S.O.(l)
KAULDI Gib. German NORDFELS 1214 G. T. in future to be

referred to as 62, arrived 6th to load iron ore 
and should complete loading tonight 7th.
Spanish 59 (KAULDI) also completing loading today 
7 th.
(Consul Bilbao 1215/7 to Admty.)

(V.A. Gib. 1338A/7 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F. F.O.S. 
y C. in C. Plymouth. C. in C. Portsmouth. Capt. S.3.

return vessels may overlap stay in port. Request 
instructions as to whether Naval Authorities should convene a 
Marine Court here on return of TEGELBERG or whether same should 
be deferred until both vessels return to U.K. (S.T.O.I.C. Gib. 
1345A/7 to D of S.T. P.S.T.O. X.F.)
Your 1808/5. LLANGIBBY CASTLE should receive priority over 
ALMAACK.
(N.C.X.F. 1610A/7 to V.A. Gib. (R) Admty.)

THRASHER. Gapt. S. 8. .1220/5.--THRASHER oailod 1806.
Only sunh Q messages affecting passage to port of 
destination held.
(V-ttA. Gib. 1256A/S to Admty. (R) N.C.Xt TR--g»0«S.
C-,— in C. PlymouthT C.— in G. Portsmouth.)

P.221 Capt. S.8. 1158/6 (1154/6 intended) P.221 sailed 
1230. Only such Q messages affecting passage 
port of destination held.

Capt. S.5.)

TEGELBERG,
#LLANGIBBY
CASTLE.
collision.

Ref. collision between TSGELBERG and LLANGIBBY 
CASTLE previously reported. Asstime Marine Court
of Enquiry will be necessary. LLANGIBBY CASTLE 
detained here for repairs approx. 14 days.
TEGELBERG expected renew passage tomorrow. On

/Gable...
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SECRET M E S S A G E  IN

Prom V.A* G ib r a l t a r

N aval Cypher S hy W/T

1 3l+oV 7/D ccem ber. 

Date 7.12.1+2. 

Time 2030.

A dd ressed  A .I .G .6 3
1

IMPORTANT

S itu a t io n  at 2002A /7.S /M  H.M.S. THRASHER,037 degs 
30 ’  009 degs 3 1 ' cou rse  333 degs d iv in g  hy day 2-g- 
s u r fa c in g  hy n ig h t  11  k n o ts ,

S?M P .2 2 1 ,0 3 6  degs 1 8 ’ (?0 0 6  d egs) 1+6’ through 
036 degs 1+0* 007 degs 30* a t 0001 8th  and 225 dsgs Cape 
S t V in cen t 10 a t 0000 8th  th en ce  d iv in g  "by day 2-$ kn ots _
s u r fa c in g  hy n ig h t 11  kn ots cou rse  3l+0 dogs . - — * * ' '

K M 8 1+.H.M.S. WOODRUFF,H.M.S. CROCUS,H.M.S. VENOMOUS,
H.M.S. ENCHANTRESS, H.M.S. VELOX, H.M.S. FLEETWOOD, BADDECIC,
ALBSRNI, SUIT,’iSRSIDB,PORT ARTHUR, VILIE DE QUEBEC, 036 degs 
0 1 ’ 006 degs 05* through  S t r a it s  o f  G ib r a lta r  p a ss in g  
Europa P o in t  a t  01 00A /3th  7* — iy=> • 2. ad* > 1 - ^

K X 7. H,M.S.^La UDER]1ALE,ICPJUC0WIAK,BLEASDALE,
MELBREAK, 03b degs 12 ’ 007 degs 2 2* t o  G ib ra lta r  7w* *

BAT 6 ,M T  10,031+ degs 5 2 ’ 010 dogs 38* to
G ib r a lta r  12. , _ .

ARCTIC RANGER,one t r a w le r ,037 degs 2 1 ’ 008 degs 
68* co a s tw ise  t o  Cape St V in cen t thence d i r e c t  t o  G ib ra lta r

H o s p ita l sh ip  ATLANTIC,032 degs 3 V  018 d eg s  3 3 ’ / * — ^  ^  
010 degs 1 3 ."  _ , , . a tv.

2 M .F .V ’ s ,0 3 9  degs 31+* 1 2 * * * * * * * 010 010  degs 1+9 162 dege 5 2* •
H.M.S. VAN0C,0.R.P BLYSKAWICA,II.M.S. SANDWICH,

033 degs 27* 007 degs 20 t o  G ib r a lta r  15* ™  *. A *  4* •
F ren ch  M inesweeper LA BOBDEU.SE,7 French Motor v e s s o ls ,

033 degs 5 2 ’ (?007  d eg s ) 5 3 ’ through 033 degs 30* 003 dego 
50* and 032 degs 00* 010 degs 00 ’ thence a p p rox im a te ly
207 dogs 3 . ___ __  _

M K S 3 X .H .M .S. ARDROSSAN, H.M.S. DUNBAR,
H , M« S, WORTHING, ( ?H.M. S. ROTHESAY), H. M. S. JONQUIL,TAY,'jlEAR,
LYME REGIS,passes Europa P o in t  l 600A /8th  t o  036 degs 10
010 degs 001 7h k n o ts , A . x-a,3

U n ited  S ta te s  con voy  ( la n d in g  < r a ft ) , 034 dogs 11+
013 degs 1+0’ t o  G ib r a lta r  10*

1 31+0A/7 , . m ^
Advanoo copy  se n t  D .C. D.O.D, (H) D .T .D .

V .C .N .G .- .
D .D .I .C , (2 )

( 2 ) I .P .  ( 2 )
A .C .N .S .(H ) 
A .C .N .S .C F  
A .C .N .S .(T ) 
N .A .1 s t  S .L . 
Capt Pim 
D.O.D. (H) (2 )  
D.O.D. (F ) (2 )  
D.O. (2 )  
U.S .N .  
D.A/S.W .
Hd. o f  M.

D .T .D . (M) 
D .T .D . (3 ) 
D .T .D . (C ) 
D .o f  P .(  2)
D. o f  P . ( 0 )
D. D .O.D. (M)
Ad. Blake (2 )  
Ad. Ramsey (k )

C . C.O. (2 )
D. M. S .
C . O .R .T .
D . N .I ,  (1+) v 
D.E.W .D. (3 )
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code message, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  it  is essential to
communicate it  to peisons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Sorv-'c' •

N a va l Cypher £ ,1  by W/T and J5& ______________________________

Addressed Chi os and A u th o r it ie s  IT,A. S ta t io n  A rea  

ITTT/D1DIAT3. ,

My 1340/7th d e le t e  paragraph 9 add now paragraph
13, y S ' f t

O .R .P . BLYGKAV/IOA 0-55° 32* 006°J26* t o  G ib r a lt a r  25, 
Now paragraph  14, H .M .2. VAN 00 035° • 17* 006° .42*
through 35 21 05 So t ) G ib r a l t a r  20 •

Now paragraph  15 I I . C A I T N W I C E I  034 deg 56’ 006 dog 58* . 
through 35 31 05 35 to  G ib r a lt a r  14,

Now paragraph IS  H ,M .3. EXE l o f t  v i o in i t y  36 04 C7 30 
dusk 7th  to  G ib r a lt a r  14, ^  —/>/• x x l  > x x t  .
Now paragraph  17, JAUNTY o f f  T a r i f a  t o  G ib r a lt a r  12,

D.T.D.(M )
D .T .LU 3 )
D .T.D .(C )
D, o f  P (2 )
D, o f  p ( q ) 
D,D*0,D ,(m)
Ad, B lake ( 2 ) 
Ad, Ramsey ( 4 ) 
C .0 .0 .(2 )N. M.a.
O, 0. R.T.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1820A/7th December HT

Prom F. 0 .0 ,IT. A
Date 7,12,42, 
Tine 2105

1320A/7.

Advance Oopy Ops. O.D, 0 .1 ,0

V.O.N.S.
A .O .N .S .(P ) (2 )

\

f
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North Atlantic - Contd.
Your 1930/6 (re picking up of cable by LADY 
DENISON PENDER) On completion of operation 
escort LADY DENISON PENDER to Casablanca.
(F.O.C. Gib. 1803A/7 to SOUTHERN PRIDE. (R) 
N.C.X.F. Admty. R.A.W.A. S.N.O. Casablanca.)

My 1803/7. Cable and Wireless requested LADY DENISON 
PENDER be ordered to Gibraltar to await orders.
2. In view of SOUTHERN PRIDE 1930Z/6, I have ordered them to 
Casablanca.

(V.A. Gib. 1838A/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. S.N.O. Casablanca)

EXE ,,Your 1303A/8 (sic) Search completed negativere suit. My P.C.S. at 1800Z 035° 54' N 007° 38* W 
090° 10 knots. E.T.A. Gibraltar 0600Z/8.

Require 410 tons oil fuel on arrival and dockyard assistance 
in accordance with my 1801Z as directed.
(EXE 1805Z/7 to V.A. Gib.)

War Diary.

Cable
Operation

AiJ-?

Owing probably to some jealousy between 
Government Departments we have received an official 
protest because we took 74 survivors off VILLA DE 
MADRID at Gibraltar without consulting M.F.A.
Until this petty affair is settled it will not be 
possible to make similar arrangements in fresh 
cases or advisable to take off survivors.
CIUDAD DE ALICANTE is due Cadiz tomorrow 8th Dec. 

with 31 British 10 Dutch and some Chinese survivors of POLYDORUS 
but in the circumstances we are not trying to get vessel 
diverted and men will have to be repatriated by land. Consul 
Cadiz is requested to report arrival of men to Embassy and to 
Gibraltar.
(N.A. Madrid 1859/7 to F. 0. C.N.A. (r ) Admty. R.O. Cadiz.)
Reply: Admty. 1958/8.

M. K.S.3X Your 1610 via aircraft (N. T. in W.R.) Convoy is
to pass through position 57 at 1600/8.
(F.O.C. Gib. 1907A/7 to ROCHESTER. (R) Escorts 
of convoy, M.K. S.3X. )

Removal
of
survivors
from
Spanish
ships.

F.O.C.N.A. please pass to N.C.X.F. my 1630/9 
French N.A. informs me submarine must move to 
Naval base for maintenance and (corrupt group) 
is (corrupt group) because of presence of German 
S/M crew semi-interned. He has been told by 

Minister of Marine that one officer and 10 men will be 
accommodated S/M base at Port Soller and that he believes S/M 
will be allowed to escape later. I doubt this last inpossible. 
(N.A. Madrid 1941/7 to Admty. (R) F.O. in C. Malta. F.O. in C. 
Gibraltar.)

IRIS
(French
S/M.)

?Distress Following received on 385 K/cs. BJ3 (signification
unknown) from Gibraltar W/T. What is your 
position? What assistance do you require?
(Plymouth C.C.O. 2010/7 to Admty.)

/Following..
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North Atlantic..,*̂ *.f).J.
?Distress Following received on 385 K/cs Gibraltar W/T from
Contd. BJ3 A A A  stand by us at Camera Point and have an

M.L. standing by me.
(Plymouth C.C.O. T.O.R. 2051/7 to Admty.)
W.D. Note: ? Carnero Pt. N coast of Spain about 
8° W.

U/B
attacked.

Am over enemy submarine in 36° 48* N 1° 26* W.
First sighted on surface course 320° speed 10 knots. 
(A/C C/S TV5/X 2023/7 to Gibraltar M/F D/F.)
Have attacked enemy with depth charges.
Submarine previously reported is still on surface. 
(A/C C/S TV5X 2050/7 to Gibraltar M/F D/F.)

Enemy
Tankers,
Ferrol.

P.R.U. Ferrol at 1215/7 showed tankers ANTARKTIS, 
SPICHERN and MAX ALBRECHT still present.
(D.D.I.C. 2045A/7 to V.A. Gib. C. in C. Plymouth. 
F.O.S. )

M.K.S. 3.X. COREOPSIS, JONQUIL are to part company and proceed 
to Gibraltar at best speed on^TMPERIALIST R/V-ing 
with convoy. K- /». a-

(2) LEITH is to continue with convoy,parting company with 
IMPERIALIST when COREOPSIS and JONQUIL rejoin.
(F.O.C. Gibraltar 2229A/7 to Escorts of Convoy M.K.S.3.X. 
CHERWELL. (R) IMPERIALIST.)

South Atlantic.
Your 1225/4 (not to B.A.D.) There is a reasonable 
expectation that agreement will shortly be reached 
at Algiers under which we will be entitled to 
facilities in West Africa equally with the U.S.
The only references to Command in the draft 
agreement are:-
(a) the port and port facilities including 

watering, fuelling, repairs and docking and the airports in 
French West Africa and Togoland, as well as telecommunications_ 
may be used by the Americans, British and Allied Forces, it being 
understood that the command of the operations and of the seaports 
will remain under the direction of the French local authorities, 
(b) Transit by sea without landing in French West Africa and in 
Togoland, or transit by air without departure of personnel from 
the airports, is in any event authorised. French warships will 
operate in close co-operation with the military and naval 
authorities of the United States, Govt, of the U.K. and their 
Allies for the accomplishment of the above mentioned purposes. 
Such ships will continue to fly the French Flag and will remain 
under French command.

/2. Our...

French
West
Africa,
Allied
Facilities.
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South Atlantic-, /T;-
2. Our object will be to maintain existing 
arrangements with the U.S. under which all 
Atlantic waters east of the agreed dividing line 
are a British strategic and operational area.
This agreement is part of the United Nations 
strategic set-up and as such will, we hope, come 
in time to be accepted by the French. The 
question of command may give rise to difficulties 

but we intend if possible to stand out for general command of 
operations of all United Nations forces on the high seas within 
our strategic area. The justification for this is the very 
large column of United Nations shipping which passes through the 
area under the escort of the Royal Navy and our more recent 
experience in the area. Furthermore it will be some time before 
the main French forces can be concentrated at Dakar in a state 
of operational efficiency.
3. Negotiations at Algiers have shown that Boisson is extremely 
sensitive about Gaullist activities against his territory and 
bitter at what he regards as our complicity in these activities. 
Consequently, it may be better to concentrate at first on the 
question of facilities and to return later to the question of 
command when Boisson’s fears concerning Gaullist activities have 
subsided.
4. B.A.D. is requested to signal to Admty. repeating to 
F.O.C.W.A.F. and N.C.X.F. any available information concerning 
the directive given to Admiral Glassfurd on the question of 
Command or of liaison between the United Nations in the West 
African area.
M. Branch. Approved 1st. S.L. 0202A/7 to F.O.C.W.A. B.A.D.
R) N.C.X.F.)

French
West
Africa,
Allied
facilities.
Contd.

QUEEN OF 
BERMUDA.

Sailed QUEEN OF BERMUDA by route R (corrupt group) 
to position (?(D)) 034° 55’ S 025° 28' E then 
through position (E) 034° 55* S 019° 50' E thence 
Capetown.

2. S of A 16 knots. E.T.A. Capetown 1100C/9.
3. Shifting to group S L at 1530C/7.
(Cdre. in C. Durban 0604C/7 to Admty. C. in C. S.A. C. in C. E.F 
N.L.Os East London, Port Elizabeth, Capetown.)

Free It is possible Free French vessels such as
French Chasseurs may wish to visit ex Vichy territory,
and If this occurs you should use your best endeavour
Vichy. to dissuade Charrier from such action and inform

me immediately.
(R.A.V/.A. 0733Z/7 to B.N.L.O. West Africa. (R) 
Admty. N.C.X.F.)

Your 1346/6 para 2 (see Force X) Free French Chasseurs 
are at Pointe Noire under direct operational control of Free 
F î g u cIt 0.

(F.O.C.W.A. 0747Z/7 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F. )

Movements. Arrival 7th Dec. INDIAN STAR, BREDON, INKPEN.
(S.0.(1.) Freetown 1015Z/7 to Admty. C. in C. W.A. 
V.A. Gibraltar. (R) N.O.I.C. Belfast.)

/Arrival.
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South Atlantic..

Movements Arrival 7th,ST. LOMAN, SPHERE, STELLA POLARIS,
Contd. KHYBER, NORTHERN CHIEF, tug BOLD, tug INTEGRITY,

M.Ls. 265 (corrupt group). Departure PHOEBE, » 
HYDRANGEA, COMMANDANT DROGOU, Freetown 11th. ,4.3}?

M.L. 274, M.L. 278, Lagos 9th.
(N.O.I.C. Takoradi 1932Z/7 to Admty. F.O.C.W.A.)
Arrived and left same day 5th Dec, U.S. Destroyer*GREENE. 

Arrival 6th,U.S. Destroyers*BELKNAP, MOFFETT, WINSLOW. British 
Cable ship CAMBRIA, departure 7th,U.S. Cruiser MARBLEHEAD, U.S. 
Destroyer 'WINSLOW.

(R.O. Pernambuco 1950Z/7 to Admty. )* .

Towing of Your 1615/5th. BOLD and INTEGRITY. Approved.
COLUMBINE (D.O.D. (F.; 1052/7 to F.O.C.W.A.)

Cable LADY DENISON PENDER escorted by SOUTHERN PRIDE
Operation. completes picking up cable at 0600/8 in position

h  X1.L (Q) 024° 57* N 017° 11* W.
(2) Intend SOUTHERN PRIDE to escort LADY DENISON 

PENDER from position (q ) to Casablanca passing through position 
(X) 027° 40’ N 013° 41* W (Y) 028° 41’ N 013* 02’ W (Z) 033° 
30’ N 008° 38* W. S.O.A. 9̂ : knots, E.T.A. Casablanca p.m. 11th. 
Dec.
(3) As SOUTHERN PRIDE is urgently required in my area request 
she be sailed Bathurst after refuelling.

(F.O.C.W.A. 1057Z/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. V.A. Gibraltar. 
SOUTHERN PRIDE. S.N.O. Casablanca.)
Comply with my 1057Z/7.
(F.O.C.W.A. 1745Z/7 to SOUTHERN PRIDE.)

French S.N.O. Casablanca’s 1745/6. Regret my escort can
Ships for not reach position (S) 028° 40’ N 012° 40* W by
Dakar. 1000Z/10 Dec. Request convoy "Sampson" be routed

from (S) to (T) 023° 21’ N 017° 58’ W where ILEX 
and trawler can take escort at 1700Z/12 Dec.

(R.A.W.A. 1111Z/7 to N.C.X.F. (R) Admty. N.O.I.C. Bathurst
Gambia, S.N.O. Casablanca. V.A. Gibraltar.)
See also North Atlantic./a j x x ST
My llllZ/7. Intend trawlers DUNKERY,DUNCTON,and BUTSER,to 

meet convoy "Sampson" in position. (X) 024° 14’ N 017° 06’ W at 
0800Z/12. Dec. Trawlers approaching from position (T). From (T) 
intend convoy to proceed to (Z) 015° N 018° 7/ dispersing at (z) 
a.m. 15th Dec. escort proceed Bathurst.

(F.O.I.C. W.A. 2351Z/7 to N.C.X.F. (r ) S.N.O. Casablanca.
N.O.I.C. Bathurst. Admty. V.A. Gibraltar.)

CERINTHUS 
( sunk 
9 Nov.)

British ship CERINTHUS sunk by U-Boat three 
torpedoes and gunfire at 2350Z/9 Nov. in 12° 28’ N 
27° 45’ W. U-Boat two guns, otherwise not iden
tified. 19 survivors brought Freetown. Master 
and 19v others adrift in second boat.
(S.o/l. Freetown 1112/7 to Admty. (R) C. in C. S.A. )

/SOUTHERN...
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WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of A secret cypher or confidential
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Rece ived  0920, 
Naval Cypher (m ,3) by W/T______________

Addressed Ships in Area Q of S.A. Station. Admiralty.KDXJ.J-JDO JL1JL A A  O C l  ^  u  ^  V “ ------Odre. i/c Durban. N.L.O. Port Elizabeth. 
N.L.O. East London. F.O.C. West Africa.

Situation report UE".
THEME, Sub: P,552, off Lassen Island 

expected time of arrival Simons town 1300Z/8th.
H.M.3. R00KR0SE, 036 dogs 20* south 

028 dogs 20' cast to Sirponstown 13 knots.
H.M.S. NORMAN,NEPAL,about (30 dogs)? 31* 

south 032 dogs 50* east to Durban 20.

033 cL 3s 20* east to Durban 13.
H.M.3. QUEEN OF BERMUDA,033 023 dogs 12* east to Capetown 16. /> «Lig
H.M.S. CAPETOWN, 031 degs 51* south 023 degs? b2*

A .C .N .S . (F )  ( 2 ) .  
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Gapt Pim. 
D.O.D.(H ) ( 2 ) ,  
d . o . d. ( f )  ( 2) .
D.D.O.D. (M). 
Dutjr Capt, ( 2 ) .  
D .D , I .C . ( 2 ) .
D. of Plans (2). 
D.A/FV7.

11330/7 December
MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN
From C. in C. South Atlantic Station. . b2

east to Durban 17
11380/7

Advance copy sent Duty Capt 
D.O.D.(F).

D. M. 3,
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Monday.___

SOUTHERN
GEM
depot.

South Atlantic - Contd.
SOUTHERN GEM has bent tail shaft which cannot be 
replaced in West Afriea. Intend sailing her in 
company with F.S. COMMANDANT DETROYAT on 9th Dec. 
escorting LAFONIA and tug HUDSON to Gibraltar and 
U.K. Ref. A.M. 2115/26th not to N.C.X.F. refers. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 1147Z/7 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F. 
F.O.C.N.A. )

Arrival Pointe Noire a.m. 7th Dec. MAGNOLIA, 
NORTHERN DAWN, COVENTRY CITY, ST. ZENO, BARBRAKE, 
TUZLA, EMPIRE PAT, EMPIRE SAM, towing crane lighter. 
(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1255/7 to R.A.W.A. (R) Admty.
C. in C. S.A. N.O.I.C. Takoradi. N.O.I.C. Walvis 
Bay.)

My 1255/7 and your 1621/27. Tugs report fuel capacity 88 
tons,daily consumption 8 tons, and probable duration voyage 
Pointe Noire to Walvis Bay 13 days. Request instructions.

(B.N.L.O. W.A. 1315/7 to R.A.W.A. (R) Admty. C. in C. S.A. 
N.O.I.C. Takoradi. N.O.I.C. Walvis Bay.)

A/S
Trawlers, 
Tugs.

(HQPD) TAIHOKU due Capetown 2nd Dec. not yet 
arrived.
(C. in C. S.A. 1257C/7 to Admty. (R) S.O.I. 
Montevideo.)

Ref. A.M. 1254/5. Concur generally.
2. Your para 3. Suggest westbound ships keep 
south of 5° north to coast of Brazil thence close 
inshore.
3. Your para 4. Suggest northbound ships make 

West African coast at widely separated points between Monrovia 
and Cape Three Points (Gold Coast).

(C. in C. S.A. 1311C/7 to Admty. (R) F.O.C.W.A.)
A.M. 1254A/5. My views were expressed in my 1059/4 to 

Admty. and C. in C. S.A.
2. I agree scheme outlined in A.M. 1254A/5 should be given a 
trial but fear that it will not be possible to provide adequate 
air cover should U-Boats discover the concentration of shipping 
in the vicinity of 10° N 20° W.

(F.O.C. W.A. 1341/7 to Admty. C. in C. S.A.)

W.S.24 B sailed 6th Dec. for Bombay, E.T.A. 17th 
Dec. personnel on board.
(D.S.T.O. Durban 1529C/7 to S.S.T.O. Bombay.)

B/S VILLE DE MAJUNGA grounded at Sandy Bay 6th 
Dec. was refloated same day and is now in Capetown. 
Condition of hull at present unknown.
(S.O.(I.) Capetown 1606C/7 to Admty.)

Panamanian ship SCAPA FLOW sunk two torpedoes at 
1220Z/14 Nov. in 12° N 30° W. German U-Boat 500 
(?tons) Type. 27 survivors brought Freetown, one 
died in boat. Remainder of crew, number 32, 
perished with ship.
(S.0.(I^ Freetown 1727/7 to Admty. (R) C. in C. S.A.)

/DUNEDIN STAR...

W.S.24 B

VILLE DE
MAJUNGA
grounding.

SCAPA FLOW 
(sunk 
14 Nov.)

Overdue
ship

Shipping
routes.
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version o f a secret cypher or con fiden tia l
code message, and the tex t must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  jpaaential to 

 ̂ rtfim*._ n T P ? Q g  _GpyernmervfcJ-Service3 .
December

communicateQQTt<8 EkjriETs outside B r it i l

From R.A.W.Af. Date 7.12.42.

Reed. 1428
NAVAL C M  H BV W/T OCEEKnOK_

C om*

Addressed A.I.G. 150 

I PORTANT
2 M.Ijs, escorting about 004 deg 10*

008 deg 56' to 0&5 deg 50* 008 deg 30’ thence
non  ( jo <5 7

CDE5 PATCH, 006 deg 02’ 016 deg 54* to Freetown,

U E3r1IE4NEr D] 0R̂ a|s,\ fjiot or ^aunches, escorting 
uu4 deg 26' 002 deg 52* 261 deg 10.
H M  S PHOEBE, H.i/i. § , BYDRiJGEA, 00-41AANDANT DROGOt), 
about 004 deg 391 0&3 deg O l» to 004 deg 45’ 004 deg 
00’ thence 260 deg 10*7.

t

1231Z/7

V.C.N.S. 
A.O.N.S. (II) 
A.C.N.S.(F)(2) 
N. ..1st S.Jj. 
Capt. Pirn.
D. 0. D. (H )(2) 
D.O.D. (F )(2 )
D.C.(S)
U.S.N,
D.A/.5.V.
Ha. o f iJ..

B M A 2 )
v i . b z  , ..
D.T.D. (3/i) 
D.M.S. /n.
D.of P,(2)
D .N .I.(4 ).
D.D.O.D. (C).

Advance Copy D.C.
D.O.D. (F) 
D.T.D.

IH.
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South Atlantic - Contd.
DUNEDIN 
STAR 
(beached 
29 Nov.)

Further to S.O.I. Capetown's 1734/1. Remaining 
42 crew of DUNEDIN STAR including Master abandoned 
ship to MANCHESTER DIVISION 2nd Dec. Heavy surf 
prevented evacuation of personnel ashore who were 
badly in need of supplies. MANCHESTER DIVISION 
having rendered all assistance possible left for

destination at 1450/3.
(2) Ventura aircraft with 3 days supplies landed survivors on 
shore at 1725/3 but stuck in sand. Reported tug aground at 
Rocky Point with crew ashore. Tug probably total loss.
(3) Other aircraft dropped supplies of food on 5th and further 
supplies on 6th, but attempt to drop water in motor tyres not 
successful.
(4) Rescue party for survivors on shore started from Windhook on 
3rd Dec. expected to arrive 8th Dec. but not sighted by aircraft 
on 6th.
(5) Further attempt being made to drop supplies and water from 
aircraft.
(6) Surf boat and crew being sent in minesweeper from Walvis Bay 
expect to arrive a.m. 9th.
(C. in C. S.A. 1804C/7 to Admty. F.O.C.W.A. )

Loops,
Durban,
Saldanha.

Your 1855/18 Nov. (Re report progress in laying 
loops at Durban and Saldanha Bay as in converting 
MEAD.) para 21 (a) Work has not yet started at 
either Durban or Saldanha Bay. EMILE BAUDOT 
sails for Durban 9th Dec. Completion date of 
MEAD 31st Dec. ex trials. CSCILE MAPLSSON at 
East London on passage to Capetown.
(C. in C. S.A. 18100/7 to Admty. (R) C. in C. E.F. 
etc.)

Vichy convoy two merchant vessels and sloop A.75 
sighted at 0629Z/7 Dec. in 5° 48' N 1° 13' E 
course 244° speed 8 knots.
(S.O^I.) Freetown 1821A/7 to Admty. (r ) V.A. Gib.)

Routes of southbound ships breaking off from 
O.N. convoys. In view of frequent (a) wide 
diversions of convoys (b) alterations in date 
and position of dispersal (c) consequent last 

minute amendments to individual ships routes, the practice of 
passing original convoy routes to you will be discontinued.
2. You will receive the routine signal which my 1327/5 O.N.153 
illustrated including sailing date and speed of advance of convoy 
and coloured route letters.
3. Subsequently Admty. will pass to you as soon as ships have 
been dispersed, time and position of dispersal, ships names, 
speeds and amended routes. This information should reach you at 
least three days before the Chop to F.O.C.W.A. which is considered 
ample margin of time.
(D.T.D. 2015A/7 to C. in C. S.A. F.O.C.W.A.)

Vichy
Ships.

O.N.
Convoys.

/CORINTHIAN.
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South Atlantic. - Contd.
CORINTHIAN E.T.A. Rio de Janeiro 1501Z/13.or>i a m n > °  a q t iw n a rzO -ii3 _20' S 017° 48’ W 243° Ilf knots. 

(CORINTHIAN 2101Z/7 to F.O.C.W.A.)
My P.C.S. 011°

Shipping
Group
Sailings.

Your 1221C/5. With the limited surface and air 
forces now available request you will consider 
adoption of following policy:-
fa) group sailing.
(b) surface escorts to groups as far as possible 
in area to the northward of Durban.
(c) air escorts to groups in area Saldanha Bay to 
Durban.
(D.T.D. Approved A.C. N. 8. (F) & (t) 2335A/7 to C. in C. 
S.A. (R) C. in C. E.F.)
Reply: 1154C/10.
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WARNING: This is an unparaphrassd version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

e a r l i e r  than p lan n  .d. As a  r e s u l t  our a i r  fo r c e  h a s  ho an 

in  c o n ta c t  w ith  G-oitoan A ir  Poroo e a r l i e r  and w ith  h ig h e r  

a t t r i t i o n  than p r e v io u s ly  a n t i c ip a t e d .  To d a te  no 

rep lao jn o n  t s  havo boon r  ;o.?iv3d in  t h i s  t h e a t r e  ex cep t 

P—40 ty p o « R equest ro p lacu n en ts  h e e x p e d ite d  e a r l i e s t  p o s s i b l e .  

U n le ss  irm ied iate  rep lacem en t f o r  P—33 ty p e  a r e  o b ta in ed  s e r io u s  

re d u c tio n  of American e f f o r t  w i l l  r e s u l t " .

t o  n ig h t  bom bing. U rg e n tly  re q u e s t  t h a t  a  n ig h t  f i g h t e r  grou p

2305Z/7 December.
HO AT iJSOItll! IN

Prom J .6 .U .  W ashington. D ate Q. 12 . 42 .

flrPORT/NT

IZ 2513. J .  3 .h . 530 . 7 th  3) e comber 1942 .

3? a llo w in g  i s  t e x t  o f  te le g ra m s 164 and 155 from

A l g i e r s .

No. 134 D ec. 6th  from A lg ie r s  -

Prom; D o o l i t t le ,  
T o: G e n e ra l A
R e f: 1 ‘•ith A .P ,

m o ld  O.G. A .A .P , 
N r, 164 .

"Hove o f our fo r c e s  to  th e  e a s t  h a s  been much

N o. 155 Doc. 6th  from A lg ie r s

Promt D ))1 i t  ole 
To: Agwar
R o f: 12th  ( ? )  A .P . NR. 155

A rnold from D o o l i t t l e ,
"O ur a i r o r a f t  in  forw ard aroa3  are  c o n s ta n t ly  exposed



"bj made a va ila b le  t j  th is  theatre as early  as p oss ib le

1 s t  Lord 
1 s t  3 ,1*  (2 )
D .F, 3 , 1 ,
7 ,  0 ,11. 3 , 
A * 0 .N ,3 .(P )  (2 )  
A ,0 .N ,3 .(W )
P * A , S ( 3 )
N,.A* 1st 3 ,1 , 
IVO.D. (H )(2 )  
D .Q .D .fF ) ( 2) 
D ,ir . i , ( 4  
D, o f  P < 2) 
Duty Oapt. 
D ,D . I , 0 , ( 2 )
D, of P (Q) 
Hd. o f  K ( 3) 
I * P . ( J )

Ad, B iok o 
O .lf.A .3,
A* 0*11 * A , 3 .  
D.a .O .D , 
D,1I ,ii*D ,
D, o f  1 ,D . 
0 . 0 , 1 ,  3 ,
Hd, o f  A ir  Bran oh 
A d, B lake ( 2 )
Ad, Bamsoy (4 )

2-305Z/7

A ir  Minis tr y  Oiroul a t i  :>n

Brig, Jacob 
Foreign Joorotary 
First Boa 13rd, Admiralty 
0 ,5  Tel 3, War O ffioo,
A ,H ,0 * 3 , (C )
0, 0, 0 ,.

Hood, in War Bog, 1505/8
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M e dl t e r r ane an.
Italian SAGITTA escorting Italian repatriation ships
Repatriations. GIULIO CESARE and DUILIO sailed 0330Z/7th Dec.

(N.O.I.C. Massawa 0604Z/7 to Admty. (r )
G. in G. Med. etc.)

Italian repatriation ships passing Straits of Bah El 
Mandeb en route Port Elizabeth at approx. 1600Z/8 on reciprocal 
course to that indicated in F.O.R.S.G.A*s 1113C/6 October.
S. of A. 16-g- knots. E.T.A. Port Elizabeth p.m. 18th Dec. 

(N.O.I.C. Massawa 0621Z/7 to Admty., C. in C. E.F.)

U/B Repetition of portion of 1735B/1.
Assessments. (C.G.O. Alexandria 0605B/7.)

A/C Wellington reports on landing 7 unidentified
Report. ships, one fully lit stopped in position 220°

Gape Sanvito 05' at 2359A/6th.
(V.A. Malta 0857A/7 to N.G.X.F., F.O. 12 G.S. 
F.O.I.S. )

M.T.B. My 1247A/6. 4 M.T.Bs leaving Malta for Bone
Sweep. 1600A/7 through 037° 11’ 012° 02’ carrying out

offensive sweep in Gulf of Tunis and Bizerta Road 
thence close Gape Guardia arriving Bone 0730A/8. 
Fighter protection codeword and call sign 
’’Nugget”.
(V.A. Malta 0909A/7 to G.S.12, Cdre. Algiers. 
G.G.F.)

Departure. M.T.Bs. 260, 262, 266, 316.
(V.A. Malta 1711A/7 to Admty., C. in G. Med., F.O.I.S., 
N.O.I.G. Bone (R) G.G.F.)
4 M.T.Bs leave Malta p.m./7th carry out sweep off Bizerta 

thence close Gape (corrupt group)is to arrive Bone 0730/8th. 
Codeword ’’Nugget” . Call sign B.D.7.

(N.C.X.F. 1858A/7 to N.O.I.G. Bone, A.O.C.E.A.C., SIRIUS, 
DIDO, ASHANTI, TARTAR.)

Movements. Departure ORION, PAKENHAM, DULVERTON, TETCOTT, 
BELVOIR, EXMOOR, HURSLEY, ALDENHAM, CROOME,
PETARD, QUEEN OLGA, PINDOS.
(V.A. Malta 0924A/7 to Admty.. G. in C. Med.
R. A. Alexandria, (R) N.G.X.F.) Ltt**+n n.£.n m

7th Dec. Port Said. Arrival ANTWERP, HURWORTH,Greek u **&£*' 
Destroyers SPETSAI, AETOS, H.M.S. PRIMULA, W0LB0R0UGH. *
Departure ANTWERP, HURWORTH.(N.O.I.C. Port Said 16463/7 to Admty., C. in C. Med.

(R) F.O.G. Red Sea Force, R.A. Alexandria.)
Algiers arrivals. CADMUS, ALARM, LORD NUFFIELD, LORD HOTHAM, 

„*+h v m 5 from Bone. DEPTFORD, WISHART with M.K.S. 4.)epartures'*QUICKMATCH* REDOUBT to Oran.  ̂SIRIUS,ASHANTI, TARTAR
toPthe East. ALBACORE to Bougie. French s^ Po i S ^ S q r O T  escorted by ANGJLE PERCY to the West and French Ship MASCO
escorted by COELAND to the East. * ”  l ' C r K  p )(Cdre. Algiers 2133A/7 to Admty. (R) F.O.I.S. N.G.X.F.;

>xyy /M.K.S.0.3 X ...
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Mediterranean - contd.
M.K.S.0.3 X.

Air R/C.

Tact. Sailed M.K.S.O 3 X for Gibraltar: 
ABBSYDALE, SELVIK. For U.K. DAHOMIAN, ( vice 
Cmdre), THO(?M)AS STONE, WILLIAM M. STEWART, 

^FRANCIS S., RAJPUT, escorted by PENTSTEMON for 
Gibraltar. All ships hold S.P. 00272 (22) 
(F.O.I.G. Oran 0930A/7 to N.G.X.F. (r ) Admty., 
Gradre. Algiers, F.O.G.N.A., N.C.S.O. Gibraltar.)

FRAHCj S H>C.o T7~ .
Visuals A.M. December 7th.
(l) Messina, 5 cruisers, 2 destroyers. 2 
Merchant ships outside harbour stationary.
(2} Taranto, 3 battleships.
(3) Naples, no sighting, bad visibility.
Palermo not covered.
(V.A. Malta 1029A/7 to C. in G. Med. etc.)

SIRIUS.

DIDO.

Sail 2000A today 7th to arrive Bone 0800A/8th 
Route 87, 18. N.O.I.C. Bone to arrange fighter 
protection from daylight 8th, priority (2).
(2) DIDO may arrive Bone from eastwards daylight 
8th.
(N.C.X.F. 1031A/7 to SIRIUS (r ) ASHANTI, TARTAR, 
DIDO, C.S.12, F.O.I.S., V.A. Malta, Capt. (D) 6, 
Gdre. Algiers, N.O.I.G. Bone.)

N.G.X.F. 1121/6. Intend sailing DIDO at 1630A/7 
routed through position:

(2) DIDO will pass through 
S. of A. 28 knots.

AA 035° 39' N. 014° 22' E.
BB 053° 07* N. 013° 15' E.
CC 037° 18’ N. 012° 47' E.
DD 037° 39' N. 012° 12' E.
EE 037° 47 * N. 011° 41' E.
FF 038° 09' N. 010° 51’ E.
GG 037° 51' N. 008° 58’ E.

position FF at
thence direct Bone. 
0230A/8th subsequently

(5) Fighter protection codeword "Dinner” W/T Call Sign B A L. 
Frequency 6450 x 18 k/cs.
(4} DIDO will (A) Decypher message bearing DG Q H in table held 
(b ) Shift to Gibraltar broadcast as convenient after entering 
area G (C) Make your message on 385 k/cs.

(V.A. Malta 1040A/7 to N.G.X.F. Bone (r ) F.O.I.S., G.S.12. 
G. in G. Med. DIDO, C.S.15.)
Your 1650/5th, not to DIDO. 600 5.25 S.A.P. Shells.
(V.A. Malta 1059A/7 to Admty. (r ) C. in C. Med., G.S.15, 
N.G.X.F., DIDO.)
Departure DIDO.
(V.A. Malta 1639A/7.)

/TISZA ...
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My 1745C/4 (Tug/ TISZA expected sail for 
Piraeus Dec. 5; Tug left night December 6th 
to December 7th for Aegean. Fact. Reported 
destination Piraeus. B.3. Speed probably 5 
knots owing to South Wind.

Enemy A.S.V. In order to pursue the search for enemy A.S.V. 
Transmissions, transmissions two specially instructed R.D.F.

2. They will take passage in LAFOREY and will be referred to 
as party "Hat".
3. Reports of results should be made as provided in G.B. 
03067/42 Chapter 4 paras.12, 13 and 14.
(D.S.D. 1107A/7 to S.O. Force H. (R) F.O.C.N.A. NELSON.)

RORQUAL Following sailed for Bone 1600A/7th.
submarine position. +

(2) 4 M.T.Bs North of Pantellaria Via"approaches 
to Tunis and Bizerta ordered not to attack S/Ms, 

warned of RORQUAL'S high silhouette.
(Capt. S. 10 1202A/7 to RORQUAL, P.43.)

P.22B, intend, sailing P.228 and P.54 for patrol on
P. 54. 8th and 9th respectively to (?pass) 038° 30' N.
t, . u j _ x  ' ° * ~ ' ' " ~")01/15th respective
(2} Both S/Ms carry 02364 (22) and (26) and one time pad.
(35 S/M of 8th S/M Flotilla understands procedure in A.G.M. 
271A T.0.0. 1126/3rd Sept.
(Capt. S.8, 1230A/7 to Capt. (s) 10 (r ) N.C.X.F., V.A. Malta, 
C. in C. Med., V.A. Gibraltar, Admty.)

P.217,i^~a .x 34- Patrol within 10 miles of following focal point
T-l O O O  • " I r a o f S l n n  4-V1 •? v .  +  T5 0 1 7  1  O A 0  I K  T3 O O

(Capt. S. 10, 1233A/7 to P.217. P.222, TIGRIS (r ) 
N.C.X.F., C. in C. Med. Capt. (S) 1, Capt. (S) 8) 
See also P.217*s 2105Z/7, and Capt. S.10,
0125A/8.

Your 1233/7th and 1714/5th. Focal point for P.222 is in 
sector ordered for P.217 and vice versa. Intend patrolling 180 
2 miles from point named. Y/eather report.

P.222 1915A/7 to Capt. S.10.)

.Js. 33£ Vx3jr F.O.C. 15th C.S.)Your force was probably sighted by enemy aircraft at
5B/7th. . , .(Capt. on Staff Alexandria 1323B/7th to ORION (R) R.̂  
C.S., V.A. Malta, C. in C. Med.)

(S.Oil.) Istanbul 1106C/7 to S.Oil) Med. (r ) 
S.l, D.N.I.)

ratings with equipment are being drafted to 
NELSON.

information. (1) DIDO close South of Sicily warned of

P.222,
TIGRIS.

keeping within your sector, P.217 120° 15, P.222 
180° 2, TIGRIS 350° 5 from Iraperatore Point.

ORION,
Convoy
M.E.ll.

It is possible convoy was sighted by aircraft 
at about 1015.
(V.A. Malta 1315A/7 to ORION (R) C. in C. Med

/TRIBUNE ...
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WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a aecret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased i f  it  is  essential to
communicate i t  to persona outside British or Allied Government Servicf

M E S S A G E  IN
1330A/7/De ce rribc r . 

Date 7 . 12 . 11-2.

Naval Cypher 3 by T/P & W/T̂ Tlno

MOST SECRET 
Prom Gapt (3 ) 8

Addressed A .I .G . 262 1

IMPORTANT
Submarine s itu a t io n  in  Western Mediterranean 

at 2000A 7th (?H,M.S„ PORPOISE; 39 01 N 06 08 E through 
39 01 H 03 16 B at 2000 8th thence 214-3 11 knots.
(2 ) (?H.M.S. URSULA) 38 32 N 01 23 E through 38 R2 N 
03 02 E to  arrive 37 01 N 03 06 E a t  0900 9th  7 knots
thence escorted  t o  A lg ie rs ,

*

( 3) H.M. P.51 036 dogs 33’ north  002 dogs 12* east 
through 038 dogs 50 ’ North 003 degs 01 ’ East thcnco
090 degs 8 knots,
(ll.) A l l  above 8/M ’ s dive by day 2-g-. knots. Surface speed 
as sta ted
(5 )  H.M. P.219 039 degs 011 North OOlj. degs 15* East 
on surface through 039 dogs 01’ North 003 dogs 58’ East 
thence rendezvous in  37 01 03 23 a t 0900/ 8th  w ith es.iort
f o r  A lg ie rs ,
( 6) H.M, P.228 leaves G ibra ltar 0830 3th on su rface  
at 11 knots 10 m iles o f f  Cape to  Capo to  135 Cape Palos 
10 then d iving by day course 66 degs. k , . n

1330,77
Advance copy sent D.C. D .O.D.(F) D.D. I .C .

E.M.

A .C .N .S .(F ) (2 ) 
N .A .1st S .L .
Capt Pirn 
D .O .D .(ll) (2 ) 
D.O.D. ( f ) ( 2) 
D.D.O.D.(M)
D.C. (2 )
D.D, I .C . (2 )
D .o f Plans (2 ) 
p .A /S .W '
Hd.. or M.
W. D, ..
I .P .  (2 )
D.T.D. (M)
F.O .S. by cou rier
A d. Ramsey (l+)
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TRIBUNE 
R. of P.

TRIBUNE reports:
(l) At 2240/l8th Nov. U-Boat sighted in position

_ _ 43.33 N. 09.04 E. course 050° U-Boat dived.
Ill f'Z. f A  ) (2) At 0646/l9th Nov. M.V. GRADISCA ovserved^ ering Bastia.
(3) 1410/21st one tanker and one M.V. out of range entered 
Naples from South West close Northward of Capri.
(4; 0403/22nd large Destroyer came through centre of Boca 
Piccola, TRIBUNE commenced attack hut destroyer turned towards 
at 4000 yards and carried out extremely efficient A/S hunt, 
sixteen D/Cs which lasted for 2i hours, causing considerable 
minor damage.
(5) TRIBUNE is convinced that she was not sighted visually by 
this destroyer.
(6) Defects will require about 14 days to make good including 
2 or 3 days in dock.
(Capt. S.8 1408A/7 to N.C.X.F., V.A. Gibraltar (r ) V.A. Malta, S.10, A drat y., F.O.S.)

My 1408. (i) C.O. Lieut. Coe R.N.R. unfit for and wishes
to be relieved of further command.
(ii) Intend retaining TRIBUNE at Gibraltar until defects have been 
made good when Lieut. Porter will assume command.
(iii) If Lieut. Cmdr. Selby Hall has not arrived at Gibraltar by 
this time Cdr. Pizey will be sent from Algiers as S.O. Subs. Gibraltar temporarily.

(Capt. s'.8, 1414A/7 to N.C.X.F., F.O.C. Subs., V.A.
Gibraltar, (R) Admty.)

Air R/C 
Battleships 
leave 
Naples.

P.R.U. visual at 1210. 3 Battleships not in
Naples. 3 cruisers in harbour. (2) 5 cruisers 
in Messina at 1230. (3) 3 battleships inTaranto at 1150.
(V.A. Malta 1410A/7 to C. in C. Med., C.A.12 etc.) 

My 1410/7th. Departure of battleships and a number of destroyers confirmed by photographs.
(V.A. Malta 1555A/7 to C. inC. Med., N.C.X.F., S.O.15 C.S., 
S.O.12 C.S.. ORION, DIDO, F.O.I.S., Cdre. Algiers, S.O.
Force H. (r ) V.A. Gibraltar, Admty.)
Aircraft report a.m. today 3 Littorio class battleships have left Naples.
(Capt. S. 10 1616A/7 to Submarines on patrol (r ) N.C.X.F., 
Capt. (S) 8, V.A. Malta.)

P .228, P.228 leaving Gibraltar 0830/8th 10 miles off
P-54. _ Spanish coast Cape to Cape to arrive 135° Cape

- /»t> 0.3i» ̂  Palos 10 mile at 1300/9th thence through 038s
xy & A  45' 003° 01’ E. to 038° 30’ 007° 59’ E.

(2) P.54 leaving Gibraltar 1500/9th 5 mile Cape to Cape to arrive 
135° Cape Palos 5 mile at 1200 11th and then follow P.228.
(3) PORPOISE may encounter both submarines.
(Capt. S.8 1540A/7 to 8 S.F.)

/ S / M  . . .
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v S/M
Movements.

Arrivals P.45, departures P.212, P.247.
(V.A. Malta 1553A/7 to Admty., N.O.X.F., C. in C. Med., Capt. (s) 1.)

P.212, 
■t P.247.

P.212, P.247 sailed 1500A/7 for patrol in 
Marittimo area.
(Capt. (S) 10, 1715A/7 toN.C.X.F. Capt. (S) 8, 
S/Ms on patrol (R) C. in C. Med., Capt. (s) 1, 
C.S.15.)

Naples Ref. para. 3 of Capt. (S) 8* s 1528/28th November.
Approach Request any information from P.228 concerning
Routes. safe approach routes into Naples be signalled

to S.0.(I ) Malta (R) S.O.(l) Mediterranean.
(S.0.(1.) Mediterranean 1745B/7 to (?N.C.X.F.) S.O.(:0 
Gibraltar, Admty., S.O.(l) Malta.)
Reply: S.0.£E} Gib. 1704/8.

Air R/C. Dec. 7th.
1. Naples, 3 battleships, one 8 inch cruiser 
under (? repair) and some destroyers have all 
gone. 2 6-inch afloat and one on its side.

(2) Taranto, 3 battleships, one of which has moved into centre 
of harbour but no other sign of activity.
(3) Messina, 5 cruisers and 5 destroyers.
(4; Palermo, one cruiser under construction. The damaged 5.3 
inch cruiser has left.
(N.O.I.C. Malta 1758A/7 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F. etc.)

REDOUBT,
QUICKMATCH.
1—  M.xa.3 *  

J 3 3  •

My 1027/7 (N.T. inW.R.) Cdre. Algiers 1212/7 
(N.T. inW.R.) On arrival DUCHESS OF BEDFORD at 
Oran REDOUBT and QUICKMATCH proceed Gibraltar. 
(N.C.X.F. 1826A/7 to REDOUBT, QUICKMATCH (r )
V.A. Gibraltar, F.O.I.C. Oran (?) Cdre. Algiers, 
EGRET.)

ORION.
^  j*j* irJ31

Act in accordance with EURYALUS 1435/6th (N.T. in 
W.R.) which was passed to EXMOOR and reads as 
follows: (begins) When detached from M.E.ll 
intend to steer to south westward until midnight 
and then to pass through position Y Y at 0600A 
on 9th. Thence alongside convoy route until 
convoy is met. S. of A. 17 knots. (Ends).
(R.A. Malta 1847/7 to ORION (R) C. in C. Med., 
F.O.C. 15th C.S.)

Toulom P.R.U. of Toulon is still listed as a daily
p r .u . requirement. Do you consider that it could

now be carried out less frequently and if so 
at what interval?
(D.O.D. (F), Approved A.C.N.. S-(F) 1906A/7 to 
N.C.X.F.) Reply: N.C.X.F. 1935A/8.

/P.54 ...
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P.54 should "be sailed when ready to carry out a 
roving patrol on South coast of* Prance between 
Marseilles and Genoa. Object coastwise shipping. 
(N.C.X.P. 1954A/7 to Capt. (S) 8, (R) V.A. 
Gibraltar, Capt. (S) 10.)

D day 9th December times zone minus 2.
(2) R.A. Alexandria is requested to sail convoy 
M.W.16 (CLAN MACINDOE, DANIEL H. LOWNSDALE and 
ROBERT MAERSK) for Malta p.m. D day escorted by 

HARROW, HURWORTH to pass 15 miles north of P 
thence (yy) 032° 22* N. 019° 35' E. at 1100 D plus 3. thence 
through (zz) 035° 22' N. 014° 05’ E. 1 Hunt will reinforce

*i 5 /lk -

ORION 4 Hunts to pass 
through yy at 0700D plus 3 thence along convoy route to meet 
M.W.16 and provide escort to Malta.
(5) PALADIN,2 Hunts,are to be detached 10 miles north of Mist 
to escort ROBERT MAERSK to Benghazi, and are then to act as 
required by S.O. Force I for escort duty.
(6) Force K is to be at one hour’s notice for sea from 1200D plus 3 until otherwise ordered by Malta.
(7) Air Authorities are requested to arrange necessary fighter 

A/S protection R/C and Air Striking Force to cover operation.
(6) Fighter protection codeword for M.W.15 throughout is "Outwit"
B. N.L.O. (corrupt group) pass to merchant ships.
(C. in C. Med. 2045B/7 to R.A. Malta, H.Q.R'.A.F. M.E., A.I.G. 72
C. C.F. Capt. (S) 19, Capt. (S) 1, ORION, F.O. 15th C.S., Capt.
(D) 12, Capt. (D) 14, PALADIN, HURWORTH, DULVERTON, R.A.D. Med. 
A.O.C. Med., Group 219, R.N., G.H.Q.)

escort p.m. D plus.
(3) Anticipated S. of A. 10 knots.
(4) V.A. Malta is requested to sail

War Diary.

P.54.

134

Operation
"Quadrangle"
(B)

Iraq -
Tripoli
Pipeline.

# P.217.
Hits on
enemy
convoy.

•3KU—./fc.JL* sT

Following from Chiefs of Staff No. C.O.S. (M.E) 
335. Ref. your CC/146. Proposal to reopen 
Iraq - Tripoli (S) pipeline approved. Necessary 
action is being taken by Petroleum Division.
(Air Min. T.0.0. 2050Z/7 to Mideast (r ) P.A.I.C.)

y —
Have 7/ithdrawn 50 miles. Your 1233A/7th not  ̂
understood with reference to sectors in your 
1714A/5th. At 1515/5th December in 040® 26’ N. 
014° 06’ E. 3 destroyers and 2 merchant ships 
steering 38° 3 hits.
(P.217 2105Z/7 to Capt. (s) 10 (R) Capt. (s) 8, 
N.C.X.F., S/Ms on Patrol.)

M.W.14. Detach 1 Hunt to arrive Tobruk 0800/l0th complete
with fuel and join convoy M.W.14 before dark 10th. 
(C. in C. Med. 2151B/7 to Capt. (D) 12th D.F.,
(R) PALADIN, DULVERTON, A.I.G. NO.72, C.C.F.,
R.A.(D) Med. 219 Group.)

/Malta ...



MOST SECRET

239
War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

7.12.1942. 
Monday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Malta A.I. 160, 7 Dec. 1942 C.S.R. Night 6/7th Dec.
Air Report. No enemy air activity locally.

Day 7th Dec. 0410 hours. 2 long range Hurricanes 
were despatched on offensive R/C of Sousse Sfax 

Area. No railway traffic was seen hut a locomotive was hit wit 
cannon fire outside a railway shed at Sfax. A machine gun post 
was silenced North of Sfax Barracks and a small ship in Sfax Bay 
was shot up with cannon fire.
0847 hours. 10 Me.109s approached Malta at height and were 
intercepted North of the Island hy 8 Spitfires. Enemy Aircraft 
although having height advantage dived into cloud and returned to Sicily.
1604 hours. 8 enemy aircraft approached Malta on a high fighter 
sweep but turned back 15 miles North of the Island. 8 
Spitfires airborne on interception encountered 1 torpedo 
carrying Ju.88 South of Malta and destroyed it. 1 Spitfire is 
missing. Today a total of 58 Spitfire Sorties have been flown 
to protect shipping and Convoy returning from Malta to the East.

(A.H.Q. Malta 2147Z/7.)
Second section of Part 2 my A.I. 160.

Night 6th/7th Dec. 3 special Wellington 8s on shipping R/C 
patrolled Gulf of Taranto and Straits of Messina but made no 
sightings. Wellingtons made 12 sorties to bomb Bizerta 
Docks with La Goulette Harbour Tunis as alternative target.

In first attack on Bizerta Docks from 1809 - 1912 hours 7 
Wellingtons dropped bombs from 7000 feet scoring hits in docks 
area. Slight and heavy light flak was encountered and 6 very 
accurate searchlights were exposed making observation of results 
of bombing difficult. In second attack 0040 - 0152 hours 2 
Wellingtons dropped bombs from 6000 feet scoring hits across 
fuel tanks south of harbour entrance. 3 Wellingtons unable 
to locate Bizerta due to adverse weather attacked La Goulette 
Docks Tunis from 0220 - 0259 hours dropping bombs from 8000 
feet and saw bursts in target area. Heavy rainstorms prevented 
more accurate observation of results. Several enemy fighters 
showing Orange lights endeavoured to intercept our Wellingtons 
but all our aircraft returned safely.
Day 7th Dec. 3 Beauforts armed with 4 250-lb depth charges 
carried out A/S patrols ahead of departing Eastbound convoy 
throughout hours of daylight but made no sightings.

(A.H.Q. Malta 2153Z/7, 2152/7.)

Enemy P.C. and S. of 3 destroyers 36.51 N. 12.58 E.
Destroyers. 360° 15.(A/C C/S ANRK 2200A/7 to Air H.Q. Malta.)

Ships for
Malta
Supplies.

Request you will load four more ships to supply 
Malta in pairs to follow on the present 
'’Quadrangle’1 Series. Speed 10 to 12 knots.
(0. in G. Med. 2215B/7 to P.S.T.O., M.E., (R) 
V.A.M., N.C.X.F., D.S.T. Admty.)

/27th M.L. ...

/
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A.M. 1501/2/May 1942. Reguest consideration 
may now be given to passing 27th M.L. Flotilla 
through the Mediterranean to join Fleet in 
Eastern Med.
(C. in C. Med. 2233B/7 to Admty. (r ) V.A. Gib. 
V.A. Malta.)
Reply: 1837A/9.

Use of S.B.T. during attack on 30 Oct. 
(Technical)
(C. in 0. Med. 2323B/7 to Admty.)

(l) P.42 reports at 0930/21 in position 315°
Cape Gallo 9 (38° 13’ N. 13° 19' E.) fired salvo 
at two northwest bound medium merchant vessels 
escorted one A.M.C. and aircraft, range 2000, 
missed.

(2) At 0250/25 off Cape Suhero opened fire on train crossing 
viaduct, gun jammed after second round and out of action rest of 
patrol, traffic averaged one train every half hours, large increas 
on August.
(E) 27th Nov. to 3rd Dec. spent Cape Gallo Cuito area. Constant 
air and surface A/S patrols, eastbound traffic passed one mile 
off these Capes, (r ) Passage made seven miles to north of the 
new route through QBB 255 between H and J no incident. Trawler 
patrols north and south Pantellaria. (T) P.35 reports at 1830A/2 
in position 35° 28' 11° 21’ having surfaced and closed to 300 
yards fired 2 rounds 12 pdr. at 1100 ton northbound M/V SACRO 
CUORE severing steampipe stopping ship, ascertained no British 
prisoners aboard, enemy abandoned. P.35 holed ship both sides 
waterline many times then closed boat and selected 9 G.A.F. 1 
German arnjy for prisoner, leaving 8 German and Italian crew to 
make shore. Germans were from Ju.52 forced landed in sea off 
Kerkenah, name of pilot and only officer was Ober Lieut.
Willywopp.
(S. 10 2332A/7 to C. inC. Med., N.C.X.F. (R) S.l, S.8.)

27th M.L. 
Flotilla.

U.559.

P.42,
P.35,
R. of P.

E.A.C. P.R.U. R/C of Bizerta shows no sign of any
report aircraft carriers reported this summary No.24

(2150/5).
(E.A.C. 2347/7.)
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East Indies.

B.P. 62 -^Departure FALMOUTH with B.P.62.
(S.O.(I) Bombay, 0130Z/7 to N.0.I.C. Hormuz,
S.N. O.P. G. , Admtv. F.O.C. R. I.N. , S.O. (i) Colombo 
S.O. (I) Kilindini)
Sailing telegram (N.C.S.O. Bombay 0146Z/7 
0148Z/7).
Numbers and requirements. (P.S.T.0.1., 0819Z/7).

DUNERA My 1101/28th Nov. and 054l/3rd Dec.
DUNERA is now required to make a further voyage to 
Suez in B.A.35 and will not be available to 
proceed to Durban.
(P.S.T.O. Bombay, 0405Z/7 to D.S.T.)

Movements Arrival 0i4+3Z/7th Dec. SCOUT escorting H.T.
SANTHIA*R.F. A. SIHGO.*'*-***!*^- b i l -
(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll 0455Z/7 to Admty). t 
Arrivals 0615Z ST. ANTHONY with M.B.19. 0845Z
DIPAVATI. Departure 0930Z AGRA.
(S.O. (I) Bombay, 1139Z/7 to Admty. F.O.C. R. I.N. 
S.O. (i} Colombo, S.O. (i) Kilindini N.O.I.C. 
Cochin).

C.J. 35 Arrival 04+3Z/7th Dec. Convoy C.35 (as received
? MJM omitted).
(F. O.I.C. Addu Atoll, 0459Z/7 to Admty).

Convoy
Escorts.

Intended escorts, SUTLEJ, and*CEYLONITE,P. B. 17, 
FALMOUTH, P.A. 15, sailing 0430Z/l6th Dec. 
ocean route 2. F.0. Ceylon please say if he 
would prefer a different ship to go to Aden. 
(S.N.O.P. G. , 0631Z/7 1331Z/8 to N.O.I.C. Hormuz, 
(R) Cdre. R.I.N. Com. I/C Aden, Connav, N.B. 
Melbourne, C. in C. E. F. C. in C. S.A., F.O. 
Ceylon, N.0. I.C. Karachi).*

GLENROY, (i) GLENROY escorted by JANUS sailing Kilindini
JANUS. 7th Dec. E.T. A. Diego Suarez 1800C/10th Dec.

(ii) She is to be sailed for Durban west of 
Madagascar through positions A 016° 42* S . , 041° 
20’ E. B. 028° 5 4 ’ S. , 035° 40* E.

(iii) Cdre in C. Durban is requested to adjust the approach rout 
(?to) Durban if necessary observing that JANUS endurance is 
reduced to 180 hours at 13 knots.
(C. in C. E.F., 0942Z/7 to Cdre. in C. Durban, N.O.I.C. Diego 
Suarez, (R) C. in C. S.A., GLENROY, Admty).

/Diego...
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0MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN
0814Z/7 December

From C .in  C. Eastern F leet Date 7.12.42.

Reed. 1619

NAVAL CYPHER (M) BY W/T

Addressed Eastern F leet 163Y, Admiralty,
O .in G . South A tla n tic , F.O.C.R.S.F. 
(?Cdre. i/ c ) Durban.

402. Movement Summary Number 27 December 
7th

(1 ) H.M.S. FROBISHER le f t  Durban 6th December 
escort inn Convoy W S 24 B -  2 ships routed west o f

Reunion Is . and East o f  Seychelles soeed 16 knots 
2) H.M.S. EMJRITIUS l e f t  Bombay 3rd December 
escort inn convoy 
wchGLLes due 11 
$1 GLENRQY and H.H.S,

)ecember fo r  Durban ca

(?A) 34 to 055 deg East thence 
December
r *r \ i\TT t ~  t 1 J  ^  Jt r 7 i - U

I . H, . .  DUEB/iW le f t  , 
i malinimffl 8tn December ,
(5 ) H.I.IS, DAUNTLESS le f t  Aden 5th December due 
" l i l in d im  10th December

6) H.M.S, RANPUPi l e f t  Aden 6th December escorting 
onvoy ( ?A) K 5 -  2 ships due K ilm d m i about 
2th December sueed 11 knots*

/»*«<

V.C.N.S.A.CoN.S.(T) A.C.N.SoCH; A.C.N.S.(F)(2) 
1st S. j. 

Oapt. pirn.d.o.d.(h; ‘.D.O.p. F >D.C.(£)U.S.N.
D.A/SJJ.
H3, 'Oi K.D.D.1,0.(2)

8:B:
D. o f  *

111

, 0814Z/7Advance Oopy D.O. D.O.D*U?). D.T.D.

IH.
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East Indies. - Contd.
C. in C. South Atlantic’s 1518/3rd Dec. (N.T. in 
W.D.) For your information present Guard 
consists of Askaris. Understood to be intention 
of H.Q. Island Area to reinforce with local 
Garde Mobile. Patrols are somewhat undisciplined. 
This position although unsatisfactory may 

prove acceptable if police from Cape or E. Africa not available. 
Experienced police officers referred to would nevertheless 
be a valuable addition to co-operation Staff.
(N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez (or C. C.O.) 1405Z/7 to C. in C.
E.F. (R) C. in C. S.A. , F.O.E.A. and Z. Admty. Cdre. i/c Durban, 
Capt. Supt. Simonstown).

Diego
Suarez
Guard.

Jibuti, Following from G.O.C. in C. East Africa.
American Continuation my 69041 of 6 Dec.
negotiations. 1. Arrived Harar this afternoon and learnt that 

American Consul was landed by air at Zeila 
yesterday afternoon 6 Dec. and has apparently 
proceeded to Jibuti.

2. American Consul’s terns of reference from Washington are 
apparently "investigate report situation and give recommendati 
regarding best means obtain co-operation French Somaliland with 
United Nations".
3. As the sudden landing of an American Consul in my command 
from Aden without any reference to me does not make my task 
any easier shall be grateful for instructions.
(12 Div. 1445Z/7 to W.O.)

Iraq-India A. 216 7 Dec. Further to my A. 209 Nov. 24 follow- 
air boundaries, ing boundaries are to become effective from Dec. 7 

1. Aden to extend Eastern boundary up to 57°
30' E., This new boundary is to be operational 
and administrative for all purposes.

2. In order to meet wishes of Iraq and India are to be as 
follows (a) For operation of land based G. R. aircraft as 
described in para. 2 B of my Signal A.209 24 Nov.
(b) Admin boundary and operational boundary in so far as 
flying boat R/C is concerned to remain as laid down in 222 group 
signal A.392 24 Oct. and H. Q. , R.A.F. , M.E. , letter S.505/3/0RG 
Ncwl.
(H.Q.R.A.F., M.E., 1654Z/7 to 222 Group, C. in C. E.F. ,etc).

Firing Following from MATHERAN. Rockets or flares
Report. followed by heavy gunfire at 1645 G.M.T. ,

27*48 S., 53*58 E ., flames forecastle 1650 G. M. T. 
coming from vessel*which died away at 1745* No 
W/T signals of distress heard.
(Burnham Radio, 1905/7 to C. in C. W.A. (R)
Admty).

C z* eocsNic^ LlM no?
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PETER
MAERSK

torpedoed.

America and West Indies.
SS. PETER MAERSK torpedoed in 039° 47' N. 041°
00' W. at 0247z/7th.
(C.O.A.C., 0307Z/7 to G.B.7A, C.T.F.24, (R) 
Connav, Admty., C. in C. W.A. , N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., 
C.T.G. 24.7.)
(Valentia Radio, 0311/7.)
(C.C.O. Plymouth, 0311/7.)

U/B
Positions.

C.E.S.F's 1935/6 informs as follows. 
S/M estimate 0800Q/7th Dec. 
(Comnaveu, 0859/7 to Admty.)

LINCOLN. E.T.A. 1400Z/7th. Boiler hours. Request 
Hedgehog control gear now on board be fitted. 
(LINCOLN, 0900Z/7 to F.O.N.F.)

ENGLEMAN. Departure 4th Dec. U.S.A. Transport ENGLEMAN 
to sea

(Broutof Aruba, 0952QR/7 to Admty., (R) S.O.I. 
Jamaica.)

53 Air 
Sqdn.

CR. No. 247.
Following information received from C. in C. 
U.S. Fleet:
53 Sqdn. during the past four months, has made

16 attacks on U-Boats of which a minimum of 9 attacks have 
resulted in damage to submarines. They have rendered great 
assistance which has been appreciated and their leaving at this 
time is regretted by all of those who have been in contact with 
them in U.S. The difficult conditions under which this Sqdn. 
had to operate indicates that great credit accrues to the 
Squadron Commander and all personnel under his command. All 
this has been repeated to Rafdel, Washington, and 53 Squadron 
is departing for England, duty completed.
(Comnaveu, 0956/7 to Admty., etc.)

U/B. Following has been read. Barbados W/T reports 
submarine sighted by U.S.A.T. FLORIDA in 011.06 
N. 062.00 W. at 1218 G.M.T./7th.
(S.O.(l) Kingston Jamaica, 1212R/7 to Admty.) 
(Demerara Radio, no T.0.0./7 to Admty.)

U/B
Positions.

S/M estimate Dec. 7th and U.S. S/M Notice.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 1544/7, 1545/7, 1616/7, 
1618/7, 2004/7.)

T.A. 29. Admty's 1730/5 and your 1612/6 not to Admty. or 
B.A.D. Washington sailing is entirely dependent 
on arrival Halifax, requirements and completionembarkation. Do not anticipate departure could be before

13th, return route not yet received.
(C.O.A.C., 1559Z/7 to N.S.H.Q. , (r ) Admty., B.A.D. )

/LARIAT . . .
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LARIAT,
,_>L.C.I.(L)s.

second batch of L.C.I.(L)s will be made when LARIAT’s condition 
is known. Earliest date possible would be 9th Dec. Presume 
L.C.I.(L) 7 will be included.
(B.A.D., 1627Z/7 to S.B.N.O.W.A., (R) Admty., etc.)

Monday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.
Admty. 1525/5 and S.B.N.O. Trinidad 0932/1 (re 
LARIAT sailed with tail end shafting out of 
alignment). LARIAT has not yet arrived at 
Norfolk. Decision as to sailing date of

Barbados Departure 7th Dec. U.S. Warship A.M. C.41
Movement. Trinidad 8th Dec.

(harbour Master Barbados, 1632/7 to Admty., 
(R) S.O.I. Jamaica.)

Tankers. Your 1656/6.
Independent sailings for tankers is operative 
from dispersal from N.K. off Key West direct to 

Gulf loading ports and return to Key West direct to join K.N.
To take advantage of three days gained at sea K.N. sails three 
days earlier thereby achieving 24 day turn round Gulf - New 
York - Gulf. In order to maintain convoy schedule H.K. also 
sails three days earlier with ships not eligible for independent 
sailing. Former loading time is unaffected. Primary reason 
for change was eight day gain for U.S. traffic and New York 
pool without penalising U.K. service.
2. Aviation gas tankers are admittedly at a disadvantage but 
it is hoped to remove this embargo. It is specially irksome 
in preventing them proceeding Panama independently. It is 
fully realised that sailing in convoy may have to be resumed 
at short notice on normal schedule.
3. Your para. 4. Sailing dates of N.K. convoys are unchanged 
and in fact the only change for U.K. tankers both fast and slow 
is that the time gained at sea in the Gulf is spent in New York.
4. My 2259/3 refers to ships loading on east coast only.
(B.A.D., 1635Z/7 to Admty.)

-^L.C.I.(L)s. Have first seven L.C.I.(L)s arrived yet, if so
are there any further lessons learnt which might 
be applied to next flight? S.B.N.O.W.A.

1842/1 refers.
2. when may Ocean personnel be expected to return to U.S.A.? 
(B.A.D., 1653Z/7 to V.A. Gibraltar, (r ) Admty., S.B.N.O.W.A.)

A.T. 30 Convoy sailing telegram.
(QUEEN MARY) (Port Liaison Officer New York, 1654Z/7 to 

Connav.)

U.G.S. 3. Route convoy U.G.S. 3 via (j) 035° 50’ 067° 20’.
(K) 031“ 10’ 061° 20’. (L) 032° 35’ 051° 40’.
(M) 033° 15’ 039“ 20’. (N) 032° 40’ 027° 10’.

(0) 031“ 10’ 016“ 30’. (P) 034“ 20’ 009“ 50’ thence destination
1st ’’Chop” 40“ W. 0900Z/20th, 2nd ’’Chop” 1200z/28th.

/Admiralty
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America and West Indies._ Le-n. Jy.-.

U.G.S. 3 
(Contd.)

Admiralty* pass to S.N.O. Casablanca and 
V. A. Gibraltar.
(Connav, 1701/7 to Port Director New York, (R) 
Admty., etc.)
* Passing action being taken by W.R.

G.A.T. 26. Arrival U.S. Des. LEA, U.S. Ships P.C.469,
/tQR R*7R T T Q  Qh4-n Q  f* A  ̂*7 fl A T1 2 6

North
African
Convoys

To keep Connav informed regarding ships move
ments following has been arranged.
1. N.C.X.F. has been requested to supply full 
composition of M.K. convoys and ships transferred 
from M.K. to G.U. convoys.

2. Admiralty will pass (a) Full composition of K.M. convoys.
(b) Summary numbered in sequence containing movements of U.S. 
controlled ships in U.K. coastal convoys and advance information 
of such ships entered for O.N. convoys.
(c) Independent ships as heretofore with addition of first U.K. 
port in Vesca arrival series.
(D.T.D., 1750a/ 7 to Connav, (R) B.A.D., N.C.X.F., V.A. Gib.,

practice may continue when necessary to relieve Trinidad 
bunkering and that such ships may not be held unduly at Port 
Royal.
2. As a further measure of relief when necessary request you 
will investigate possibility of a number of northbound coal 
fired ships bound Trinidad for bunkers or convoy only being 
diverted wide of Trinidad area to St. Thomas for bunkers. It 
is suggested such ships bound Guantanamo for convoy might sail 
independently from St. Thomas when U-Boat situation permits. 
(D.T.D., 1825A/7 to B.A.D.)
Reply: B.A.D. 18212/9.

Tankers, In view of N.C.X.F. 1138/3 Navy Dept, have been
North informed that onward shuttle service from
Africa. Casblanca can be arranged.

B.M. S.M. Washington only.
3. The shortage of tankers mentioned would surely be offset by 
ultimate gain in reduction of tankers from U.G. and K.M. convoys 
if scheme considered in my 0351/1 is adopted.
4. Navy Dept, are now waiting to review the U-Boat escort 
situation nearer the time.
(B.A.D,, 1901Z/7 to Admty., (r ) N.C.X.F., F.O.C.W.Af.)

N.S.H.Q. )

Trinidad,
bunkers.

B.R.O. Trinidad reported in his 1143/3 that to 
ease congestion of coal bunkering at Trinidad 
four ships were sailed in T.A.G.26 for Port 
Royal, Jamaica, for bunkers. It is hoped this

2. This now would appear to conflict with D. of 
S.T. statement in para. 1(a) of TRANS 1023 to

/H.X. 217 ..
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America and West Indies - Contd
H.X. 217. Detached from H.X.217, returning to St. Johns

N.F. Convoy P.C. and S. at 1930z/7th 080° 
120 miles from S 045° 9 knots. Probability

of 2 or 3 U-Boats still in vicinity. (Weather report ?)
(C.T.U. 24.12.1, 2000Z/7 to C. in C. W.A., (R) Connav, C.T.F.24, 
Admty. , N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F. , C.O.A.C., C.T.G. 24.7.)
Transmission on 10510 k/cs and 4796 k/cs indicate possibly 
still 4 subs in vicinity.
(N.S.H.Q., 2245Z/7 to Ships escorting H.X. convoy No.217, 
C.O.A.C., F.O.N.F., (R) Ships escorting S.C. convoy No. Ill, 
Opnav.)

IRISH ROSE My 1944Z/7, not to Admty. and C.T.F.14. 
suspicious. Aircraft sighting of SS. IRISH ROSE at 1712Z/6

in 42.35 N. 64.10 W . , course 080°, places 
steamer 55 miles off route and not attempting 
to rejoin. N.C.S.O. St. John N.B's 2014Z/11 
refers.
(C.O.A.C., 2004Z/7 to Admty., (r ) N.S.H.Q., C.T.F. 
24, Connav.)

and sighting Lant. Cdrs. all Seafron. Lant. N.O.B. Trinidad,

Books went down with ship. No special bags on 
board. Depth 600 fathoms approx. Ship was not 
board. Information obtained from extra 4th 
engineer.
(B.R.O. Georgetown, 2125/7 to Admty.)

Com. 6 pass to N.Y.D. Charleston for information. 
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2154/7 to Commandant 6th

U.S. Nav. Div. Charleston, (r ) U.S.N.O.B. Trinidad, Com. 7,

ANDES My 1540/5, reference life saving capacity ANDES 
Request total number of crew carried may be 
included in reply.
(N.S.H.Q,, 2054Z/7 to Admty., (R) D. of S.T.,
B.A.D., C.O.A.C.)

Sub attack Para. A. C.T.F.23 Cafac Cdts. all Nav. Dist
summary N.O.B. G.T.M.O. all informed.

Sub sighted 53.47 N. 42.31 V. about 1530Z/6 
(Cominch, 2120/7 to Admty., (r ) N.S.H.Q.)

SOLON II 
sunk.

SS. SOLON II torpedoed 2nd December 2330 G.M.T. 
007° 45' N. 056° 30’ W . , position very inaccurate

M.T.Bs. When ready about Dec. 11th sail British M.T.Bs. 
334, 336, 337, 342 via Inland Waterways to New 
York.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet, 2146/7 to C.G.S.F., etc.)

30 M.L. 
Flotilla

Sailing British 30th M.L. Flotilla when ready to 
Miami for onward routeing by C.G.S.F. to Trinidad

C.E.S.F., C.G.S.F., C.C.S.F., S. B.N.O.W. A. , Admty., N.S.H.Q.)

/ U/B ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.

C.E.S.F's 1906/7 informs as follows. 
(Comnaveu, 2155/7 to Admty.)

Am returning Base. Steering gear defective. 
One man for hospital. (Corrupt group) fracture 
of skull. E.T.A. 0600/8.
(L.S.T.301, 2216Z/7 to N.O.I.C. Halifax.)

Request U.S. controlled vessels from India and 
Persian Gulf Ports destined U.S. be routed 
Trans-Pacific, those for U.S. East Coast to 
Panama Canal for onward routeing.
(Navcom Washington, 2335/7 to Admty.)

E.T.A. St. Johns 1100z/9th Dec.
(CHURCHILL, 2340Z/7 to F.O.N.F., (R) C.O.A.C., 
Cominch.)

Australia and New Zealand.

Situation. Digest Serial No. 319 Dec. 6th.
Two Fortresses attacked grounded aircraft Lakunai 
Airdrome early morning 6th; bombs dropped along 

runway but results not observed. R /c Rabaul Harbour Base 
later in day from 24,000 feet reported at least 38 vessels in 
harbour including 6 very large. 6 Fighters airborne but nil 
interception, further observation obscured by clouds.
2. Enemy continues offering strong resistance Buna area where 
counter attack repulsed. Air operations hampered by bad weather 
6th.
3. Further reports enemy small craft operating between Cape 
Ward Hunt and Buna during night hours.
4. Enemy submarine reported on surface off Yule Island (50 miles 
N.W. Port Moresby) at 0710Z/6 course South.
5. 18 medium bombers escorted by 16 Zeros attacked Air Strip 
Popondetta and Porlock Harbour area afternoon 6th no damage 
reported. Four dive bombers also attacked shipping off Porlock 
Harbour and off Fergusson Island during same afternoon.
6. One Liberator on rescue unsuccessfully attacked by 14 Zeros 
escorting 9 twin engined bombers off Gasmata 10 probably 
destroyed.
7. Maximum 17 enemy fighters and 6 bombers reported using Lae 
Aerodrome.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A., 0550Z/7 to Admty. , etc.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

33 a i r c r a f t  o f  Bomber Command l a i d  m ines l a s t  
n ig h t o f f  B is c a y  p o r t s  and in  th e  F r i s i a n  I s .  -  
E lb e  a r e a .

N orth  A t la n t i c .

An I t a l i a n  m idget subm arine attem p ted  to  e n te r  
G ib r a l t a r  harbour a t  0215 to d ay  and was s ig h te d  
by a R .A . s e n t r y ,  il lu m in a te d  and engaged  and 
stink. A merchant v e s s e l  p ick e d  up the crew o f  
two, one o f  whom s t a t e d  th a t  a  submarine had 
brough t them to  the neighbourhood o f  G ib r a l t a r .

Q /fa /k . L *  t U v  C u T c

u, A/. !• ‘2.1-1 j

Sou th  A t la n t i c .

C. in  C. S .A . does not e n t i r e ly  ag re e  w ith  the 
re c e n t  A d m ira lty  e s t im a te  o f  subm arine d isp o s it io n s  
He c o n s id e r s  th a t  a t  l e a s t  2 S/Ms a re  w orking in  
the Durban -  Lourenco M arques a re a  and t h a t  the 
S/Ms are  b e in g  su p p lie d  from  somewhere in  the 
In d ian  Ocean. A tta c k s  in  t h i s  a re a  s t a r t e d  
e a r ly  in  November and s t i l l  c o n tin u e . He a sk s  
f o r  c a r r i e r  R/c o f  the calm  a re a  s o u th - e a s t  o f  
M ad agascar, a s  he f e e l s  th a t  d e s t r u c t io n  o f  the 
so u rce  o f  su p p ly  may be the b e s t  means o f  rem oving 
th e se  subm arines which a re  ta k in g  a heavy t o l l  o f  
our sh ip p in g . C. in  C. E . I .  o f f e r s  to  c a r r y  out 
su ch  an o p e ra t io n  w ith  BIRMINGHAM, ILLUSTRIOUS 
and a v a i l a b le  d e s t r o y e r s ,  s in c e  h is  d e s t r o y e r s  
a re  in ad eq u ate  fo r  an extended  o p e ra t io n .
However, the A d m ira lty  c o n s id e r  th a t  the ev id en ce  
does not w arran t t h i s  o p e ra t io n  a t  p r e se n t  and 
th ey  c o n s id e r  h is  d e s t r o y e r s  w i l l  be b e t t e r  
employed a s  e s c o r t s  w ith  the group s a i l i n g s .

The P o rtu g u e se  s lo o p  GONCALVES ZARCO tod ay  p ick ed  
up 6 s u r v iv o r s  from  a sh ip  re p o r te d  to  be Greek 
S S . AMARLLI5 "p re su m a b ly  Panamanian AMARYLIS which 
l e f t  Aden 18 th  Nov. f o r  D urban ), in  28 ° 14 ’ S . 33tt 
2 4 ’ E . : the sh ip  i s  re p o r te d  to  have been sunk
on 2nd December.

/T he
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SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic - Contd.
The Master of JEREMIAH WADSWORTH, sun* on 27th 
Nov, in 39.25 S. 22.23 E., complains that deck 
cargo loaded at New Orleans was plastered with 
destination labels, and states that he was told 
his approximate route by the Second Officer of 
another ship at New Orleans.

Mediterranean.
JERVIS, KELVIN and NUBIAN sailed from Malta at 
1414A today for a sweep in the Gulf of Gabes. 
They returned to Malta at 0957A/9, having 
sighted nothing.

SIRIUS, DIDO (who joined the force at Bone today), 
ASHANTI and TARTAR left Bone this evening to 
carry out a sweep to the northward tonight.

RORQUAL reports having laid mines again off Cani 
Rock Light.

Wellingtons attacked Bizerta docks again last 
nightj bombs dropped on Bizerta seaplane base, 
setting fire to a large building believed to be 
a hangar, and on the quayside snd near the docks 
goods station. A destroyer in Sidi Abdulla 
dockyard and a fuel dump were hit by bombs.

America and West Indies.
Convoy H.X. 217 was attacked by, it is estimated, 
six U-Boats at 0127Z today and SS. EMPIRE SPENSER 
was torpedoed in 57° O’ N. 37° 6’ W. on 10th Dec. 
The Admiralty reported that the 5 hours’ escort 
given to the convoy yesterday by Liberator H/120 
at a distance of 800 miles from its base almost 
certainly saved the convoy from serious 
casualties the following night. The persistent 
attacks on 8th Dec. by Liberator B/120 and the 
long duration of her escort gave invaluable 
protection. It is hoped that the destruction

/of ..
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America and West Indies „, ̂  Tf,
of a U-Boat by the Liberators will be confirmed. 
Attacks were reported by aircraft at 0929N in 
57° 25' N. 35° 19' W., at 1250 in 57° 37’ N. 34°
43’ W. on 2 U-Boats, at 1427N in 57° 57’ N. 33°
51’ W., at 145IN in 57° 45’ N. 33° 45’ W., at 
1527N in 57° 58’ N. 33° 39' W. , at 1620N in 57°
56’ N. 33° 37’ W. and at 1643N in 58° 27’ N. 33° 
18’W. In an attack at 1127 oil, wreckage and parts 
of human bodies were found by a naval unit which 
was sent to investigate.
It is reported that SS. GLENLEA was sunk at 1340Z/ 
7th Nov. in 50° N. 30“ W. by a German U-Boat and 
that SS. EMPIRE GLADE was shelled by a German 
U-Boat at 0802 G.M.T./28th Nov. in 17° 16' N. 48w 
44' W . , causing damage and some casualties, though 
the ship arrived safely at Charleston.

NIGERIAN, British, was torpedoed and sunk at 
1110Z in 08.32 N. 57.54 W. Another report gives 
position 9° 20' N. 58° 50' W. at 2305 G.M.T. 
today. Three British officers who were on board 
were taken prisoners.

Australia and New Zealand.

A.C.N.B. reports that M/S ARMIDALE was sunk by 
aircraft by 2 torpedoes and probably one bomb 
at 1530/1 whilst carrying relief personnel to 
Timor. She shot down one bomber and one 
fighter and probably a second fighter.
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Flag of R.A.A. 
H.F.

Policy.
Request the flag of R.A.A.Home Fleet may "be 
transferred to INDOMITABLE.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 1039A/3 to C. in C.H.F.).

10th C.S. Request you will administer 10th C.S. during 
absence of F.O.C.lOth C.S.
(C. in C.H.F. 1205A/8 to F.O.C.lst C.S.).

SEVERN. My 21U1/Hth November. In view of changed
situation in Mediterranean it is proposed for 
consideration that SEVERN should be 

employed operationally under C. in C.E.F.
ii. SEVERN'S limited diving depth and size render her 
■unsuitable for operations in Mediterranean, while her habitabil 
high speed, and long range should make her peculiarly 
suitable for operations in Eastern waters. She will still be a 
potential store-carrier.
iii. The only British S/M at present operating in eastern 
waters is TRUSTY who is due for refit in U.K. in mid-March.
iv. SEVERN should be ready to leave U.K. towards end of January
19U5.(F.O.S. 13HA/8 to Admty).

PENELOPE, 
CARLISLE.

When ready for Service PENELOPE and CARLISLE 
will rejoin the Med.Fleet.
(V.C.N.S. 1650A/8).

Movements.
DUKE OF Scapa Departures DUKE OF YORK, FAULKNOR, ECLIPSE,
YORK. FORESTER.(A.C.O.S. 0125A/8).Rosyth arrival DUKE OF YORK escorted by 
FAULKNOR and FORESTER. ECLIPSE returned to Scapa before being 
(?sailed) for May Island.

(C. in C.Rosyth 1U.25A/8 to A.C.O.S.).

F£0>oft LUKE
KRASSIN.

Ftp baft
Dvina arrivals. Ice Cutter^LIJKE and Icebreaker
KRASSIN. . .(S.B.N.O. Archangel 1033A/8).

North Atlantic My 1050/7. Area Scapa - Delete DUKE OF YORK. 
Dispositions. Area Rosyth - Add DUKE OF YORK, Area Liverpool

Delete ARCHER. .(D.O.D.(H) 1058Z/8 to C. in C.U.S.Fleet).

W.A.Command. Situation at 1959A/8. Details.
(C. in C.W.A. 13U7A/8) See Lion Copy.

/SUFFOLK...
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FROM: C. in C. Western Approaches. RECD: 2020 

Secret Code
ADDRESSED: Admiralty.
Section N.E.
P. 223 
l\h9 LAGAN 
U.R.53

LA CAPRICIEU3E

GAVOTTE 
STAFNBSS, 
REIGHTON WYKE

W.N.70 HORNPIPE BERKSHIRE 
Section S.E. 
RACEHORSEFishguard Vic
SPIRAEA

H.M. 79
O.N.S.H.

152

STEWARD 
2 I'VVs 
1 M/V

DERBY COUNTY 
FIARAY 
ROSEMARY 
GOODWIN
KINGSTON BERYL 
MAID MARION 
INVERFORTH 
KIRKELLA 
WRESTLER

at >?-Vf r. /-
O f .

57 51* 06 Oil
58 01 06 16
58 29 05 h3

58 12 05 33

58 38 05 h552 15 05 23

53 OU 05 03
51 50 05 38

52 09 05 20
53 53 oh 39

Wrath 18 milos 
thenco
59 30 09 05

10
12n

n

15
12

Londonderry. 
SPUR “LA parts 
company to 
Liverpool.

Section N.W. 
IMPULSIVE 
H.X.217 (E)
C.T.U.
2h.l.h.

Sails
Belfast
0200A/9

To Liverpool

0.N.151
(E)C.T.U.

2I4.. 1 .15

FAME
BURZA
POTENTILLA
EGL/dlTINE
ROSE
VERVAINWATCHMAN
VANSITTART
DAHLIAWALITLO'TERMONKSHOOD
BORAGE

61 b h . 16 13 To Hvalfiord 
58 U6 32 27 To 59 25 30 36 thenco

59 06 20 31

57 07 26 05 To 57 01 30 58

7
6

9104r
16

15
9

9-2

/Section S.W.
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Seotlon S,W«
SPEY 
ROTHER 
SENNEN 
CLARE

24.1.18 ASPHODEL

K.X.6.A NORTHERN GIFT 50 51 11 05 To 50 36 12 57 5

II.M. 3. FURY sails Hvalfjord 1900A to Soapa 20,

24.1.15 DAHLIA

7,0,N, 3,
A.0.N,3„(H) 
A.0.N,3,(F)(2) 
A.C.N.8. (T) 
N.A.lst S.L. 
Capt, Pirn, 
D.O.D. (H)(2) 
D,0.D.(F)(2) 
Duty Gapt,(2) 
U.S.N. 
D.A./S.W.
Hd. of H.

D.T.D.(M) 
D,T.D.(3) 
D.D.O.D, M) 
D, of P.(2)
Admiral Ramsey (4)

(E) WINCHELSEA
G,T, U. ANEMONE
0.N.S.150 BEVERLEY 48 37 30 41 To 43 20 34 01 6£

ABEI, IA 
CLOVER

thenco
46 00 14 00

0,N,151 WATGHI'AN
G.T.U. VANSITTART

57 04 26 05 To 54 01 30 58 9i

WALLFLOWER
MONKSHOOD
BORAGE.

13474/3

D, D, I, C. ( 2)
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Movements - Oontd.

A.M. 201*0/3 and 201*6/6.
SUFFOLK will be ready to sail from Scapa p.m./9th 
December. Request you will signal time ship 
should arrive Sheemess and details of any speed 
restrictions on passage or S.A. escorts necessary 
(C. in C.H.F. 135l*A/8 to G. in C.Nore).

Your 135l*/8. Request SUFFOLK may be sailed to pass 
Flamborough Head at 0630/10 or, if this is not practicable, 
at 0630/11. She is required to arrive Sheerness at 1630 on 
either day. 2 destroyers from this command will be sailed to 
provide escort as soon as intended date of sailing is known.
2.If sailing can be delayed until 10th Nore destroyers will 
meet SUFFOLK before dark that day between May Island and 
Aberdeen.
3. No speed restrictions required north of Barrow Deep. Route 
by swept channel and QZS.277 and 287.

(0. in G.Nore 1802A/8 to G. in C.H.F.).
Your 1802/8. Ship will be sailed to pass Flamborough 

Head at 0630/11.
(C. in G.H.F. 2159A/8 to G. in G.Nore).
Comply with G. in G.Nore l802/8th. Pass Flamborough Head 

at 0630/ilth.
(C. in G.H.F. 2229A/8 to SUFFOLK).

S/M At 0800A/9. Details.
Positions. (F.O.S. 1616A/8 and 20l*lA/8).

See Lion Copy.

\ SUFFOLK,
7 GARTH, 

EGLINTON*

Leave Sheerness at ll*00/9th R/V with EGLINTON 
at 51 buoy at 1600. Proceed thence by swept 
channel in force and adjusting your speed as 
necessary to be off May Island at 1100/l0th. 
Weather permitting proceed thence North by 

Swept Channel at 15 knots until SUFFOLK is met between May Isla 
and Aberdeen when you are to form escort for her to Sheerness 
passing Flamborough Head at 0630/11, arriving destination 
1630/11 by A.M. QZS 277 and 287.
(G. in G.Nore 2252A/8 to GARTH, 3GLINT0N).

SUFFOLK,
GARTH
EGLINTON.

TUNA, Your 1802/8. Well done.
fc cV* •> cV^Proceed diving by day to Plymouth through 
*  ̂v O l*. position (A) 01*6° 01’, 005.59 (B) 01*8.01*, 006.01.

to R/V at "(C) 180° Lizard Head 10 miles at ]l*00A/llth December 
with escort as arranged by G. in G. Plymouth.
(F.O.S. 2209A/8 to TUNA).
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HOST SECRET MESSAGE 1616A/A Dec. IN

From -  F.O.S. Date -  8.12.42
Reed. 1658

P.Lo by T.P.

Addressed -  Admiralty.

248. Positions of S/Mls at 0C00A/9th December and 
movements for ô. t  24 hours.

(A) F.SiA P.49, escorted by IV, CA?RICI;iWSB,W 
* KJCLATJ' FliHH, duo Soaps, 0900/0th lidc ;mbor.
■ M* £ ~ *U -0 j t M  “  1* 1  * ./ ?

(B) TUKA in Biscay South zone. xS3 *^x;~>*-**

(G) GUK\AKD in zone K.505 '

(D) THRASHER crosses 43 dogs. North in 1313 IV at 
0130A/10th December course 360 degs. Dived 
b ' day speed of advance 160 miles per day.

Urn

A.C.N.S.(E)
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Capt. Dim 
D.O.D.(H) (2) 
D.O.D.(F) U ) 
D.D.O.D.(M) 
Duty Cant. (2) 
D.D.I.C.(D)
D. of Plans (2) 
D.VS.w,
Ho. of M.

' i ! pT(2)
D*T.D.(M)

1616A/8

Advance copy Duty Capt. D.O.D.(H)



MOST SECRET
2536

WARNING: This T5""aJl UIipara.plira.3efl version Of ft secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must f i r s t  he paraphrased i f  i t  is  essential to  
communicate i t  to persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government Services.

MOST SECRET 
From: F.O.S.

MESSAGE

P/L by T/P.

2041A/8 Dec.
DATE:
REOD:

jf?942.

Addressed: Admiralty.

252‘ My 1616/8.
Amend para. (B) to  road : -

(B) TUNA approxim ately 44 degs. 15 mins. North 06 degs. 40 mins. West probeedingtoto  area  K.Sol.
2041A/8.

Advance Copy sent Duty C a p t., D.O.D. (H),

Capfc, Pini. Adgj.ralty Hse.

D.D.O.D.Duty Capt.(2).
D.D. I . C , ( 2 ; .D. or Plans (2).
D. A/S.W.

-----------------
t.P, (2),
B.T. D. 0 0 .
D.O.D.(F)(2).
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Operations.
Patrols. 1.Movements affecting Patrols tonight

v P.W.260 (S.O. Escort ESKDALE) leaves
Needles 1700.

W.P.260 (S.O.Escort ST ALBANS) arrives Durlestone Buoy 0800.
2. ALBRIGHTON, M.G.B. *s 616 (S.O) and 608 proceed to Yarmouth 
"before dark and if weather permits to patrol "between 214-5° St. 
Catherines 15* and 214-5 ° St/Catherines 3 5 ’, passing Needles at 
1800 and 0800. Keep to Southward of Convoys during their pass
age. Codeword '’Service” A/C are patrolling Southward of 
Convoys West of Line 160° from Portland Bill.
3. CHAififitlfiS 1+1 (S.O), H 4, and 5 patrolling South of E.A.5 Buoy. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth II4I 5/ 8).

Night 8th/9th M.Ls 139 and 295 patrolling "between S.W.Gate 
and D "buoys.

(V.A.Dover 1719A/8).
Carry out patrol 2 tomorrow. Proceed Humber on 

completion and carry out patrol one on Friday night, returning 
to Sheerness on completion.

(Capt.D.21 1720/8 to CATTISTOCK).

Operation 
"Frank ton”
(TUNA).

Operation "Frenifcton” completed at 2100A/7th. 
Estimated P.C. and S. at 2300A/8th will 
"be OI4I4. N. 005. W, 280°, 9 knots.
( TUNA 1802A/8 to F.O.S.).

TUNA Your 1802/8. Well done. Proceed through
Patrol. 0l4i4 . 2 0 N. 007.01 W. to patrol area K 501.

Bombing restrictions arranged.
1*4- (F.O.S. 2101A/8 to TUNA).

Exercises.
MALAYA. MALAYA proposes to carry out S.A. trials

referred to in Admty 2235/^>rd on 12th and 
her D.G. ranging on 13th "before sailing 

so as to R/V with escort at Eyehroughy Buoy at 1500/l^th. 
Thereafter proceeding to Scapa carrying out 14-inch and pom-pom 
gun trials on passage.
2 This urogramme is dependent on the maximum progress in 
embarking ammunition. If necessary an amending signal for the 
time of R/V will "be made p.m.Friday 11th.
3 .Request destroyer escort "be detailed.
(C. in C.Rosyth 1820A/8 to C. in C.H.F.).

Allied Air Activity.

Whit^a^r A/C of 19th Group will carry out 
two anti E-Boat cross over patrols from 
1 8 3 0  today till dawn 9th to cover passage of 
convoys.
2. Eastern patrol "between positions.
(a) 215 Portland Bill 23.
(b) 355 Gap de la Hague 11+.

Cover for 
, Convoys 
7 P.W.260 &

W.P.260.

/(c)....
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Cover for 
Convoys 
P.W.260 & 
W.P.260 
Gontd.

HOME COMMANDS.

Allied Air Activity - Gontd.
(c) 155 Start Point I4.I.
(d) 150 Start Point 19.
Western Pajjrol between positions;- 
(c) (d) (e) 180 Eddystone 17.
(f) 180 Eddystone 37*
3 .Convoy escorts are not to leave vicinity of 
convoys, unless ordered, or unless requested by

A/G to attack damaged enemy.
1+. Subject to above conditions A/C have freedom to attack all 
contacts south of line joining positions (e) (d) (a) and (g) 160 
Portland Bill 18.
(C. in G.Plymouth 1155A/8 to Escorts).

My 1155. Air Patrol will not he carried out until weather, 
now unsuitable, improves, Escorts will he notified if Patrol 
is put on.

(G. in G.Plymouth I63IA/ 8  to Escorts, P.W.260 and W.P.260).

Faroes.
Enemy Air Activity.
One A/C identified as Jff.88 reconnoitred 
Thorshavn at 121+0 today and flew off in S.E. 
direction.
(N.O.I.C.Faroes I856A/8).

Sweep of 
QZS.386.

Mining.
Intend sailing DALMATIAand REBOUNDSfor Portsmouth 
at 0800 tomorrow proceeding by Q.Z.S. 382 and 
sweeping along Q.Z.S.386 to N.l. buoy.
E.T. A.Needles 11+00/9.
(F.O. I. C.Portland U+39/8).

Harwich. At 1250A/8 one Magnetic Mine exploded by 
Sweepers in 51*U8.58 N. 01.1+3.^7 E. Details. 
(F.O.I.C.Harwich 1753A/8).

Iceland. Your 11+01/7 and your 11+15/7. Suggest low 
percentage of searching sweeps should be 
carried out progressively westward.
2. It is essential to make full use of sweepers 
whilst they are available.
(C. in G.H.F. 1839A/8 to A.C.I.C.).

U-Boats
reported.

U/Boats.
D/F Bearings at 0059Z indicate U/Boat in 
vicinity of convoy and may have reported it 
(D.D.I.C. 0157Z/S to Escorts 0.N.151).

d/f at IO56Z indicates U/Boat in your
vicinity which may have reported you.

(D.D.I.C. 1^19A/8 to Escorts 0.N.151.)
Am over enemy S M in 58*25 N. 03^*00 W. S/L was sighted on 

the surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted was on 
course 01+0°, estimated speed 10 knots.

(A/G NiW Duty M 1515N/8 to 15 or 19 Group).
/am......
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U-Boats — /,"

Am over enemy SAi in 58.13 N. 33.17 W. Enemy 
was sighted on surface and observed to submerge. 
When first sighted was on course (?169° or 262°)» 
sneed 12 knots.
(A/C N1UM.1558N/3).

Am over enemy SA^ in 58oO N. 3 2 o 2  W. Enemy was sighted 
on surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted was 
on course 0^0°, sueed 10 knots.

(A/C N1UM 161811/8).

U-Boats
Reported.
Contd.

U/Boats Am over enemy SA' in 57.25 N. 35.19 W. Enemy
attacked. was on surface when first sighted on course

020°, speed 10 knots. Have attacked enemy with 
depth-charge s.
(A/C NIU.Duty B. 0929M/8).

Am over two enemy S/Ms in 57.37 N. ^k.k5 W. Enemy 
was sighted on surface and observed to submerge. When first 
sighted was on course 030°, speed 10 knots. Attacked enemy 
with denth-charges.

(A/C N1UB 1250/8).
Am over enemy sAl in 57.57 N. 33.51 W. Was sighted on 

surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted was on 
course 328°, sneed 10 knots. Have attacked enemy with cannon.

(A/C NIU.Duty B. li+27N/8) .
Am over enemy SA^ in position DMNM U515. 57.k5 N. 3.5.U5 W. 

Enemy was sighted on surface and observed to submerge. When 
first sighted was on course 028°, estimated speed 10 knots.
Have attacked enemy with cannon.

(A/C N1U Duty B. li4-5lN/8).
Am over enemy S/M in 57.58 N. 33-59 W. Enemy was sighted on 

surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted was on 
course 3U3°, estimated speed 10. Have attacked enemy with 
cannon.

(A/C NiUB. 1525N/8).
Am over enemy S/M in 57.58 N. E>j> .37 W. Enemy was on the 

surface. When first sighted was on course 052 , estimated 
sneed 10 knots. Have attacked enemy with cannon and estimate 
9 hits.

(A/C N2UB.1620N/8).
Am over enemy S/M in 58.27 N. .53.18 W. Enemy was on 

surface when first sighted, on course OpO , estimated speed 10 
knots. Have attacked enemy with cannon.

(A/C N1UB. 16U3N/8).

U/Boats Their Lordships consider that the attack by
sunk by Liberator Aircraft H of 22i+ Squadron on 20th
A/c. October, 19U2, achieved the destruction of a

U/Boat. U. xn, - L- *«/'«.>■I'S-
2. They also consider that the attack by Portress A/C P of 206 
Squadron on 27th October, 19H2, probably achieved the 
destruction of a U/Boat o.u a.y i——- H ■ L
3. They request that Their congratulations may be conveyed to
these concerned with these successes. # 0 ,
(1st S.L. 1611A/8 to Air Ministry). * ft* ; m, x x

U/B sunk by Their Lordships consider that your attack on a
GRAPH on 21st U/Boat on 21st October, 19U2, probably achieved
October. its destruction.

u v i U - J L. 2.They congratulate GRAPH on this success.
C6r . —  (1st S.L.1617A/8 to GRAPH). xy//a,
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D in g h y .

C a s u a l t i e s  & D e f e c t s .

D e p a r t u r e  H SL .2 5 1  t o  s e a r c h  f o r  D in g h y  in  
5 2 .2 0  N. 0 2 . 4 0  E .
( F . O . I . C . G t  Y arm outh  1 1 2 9 A / 8 ) .

BURWELL, My 2 0 3 6 / 5 0 t h .  BURWELL h a s  dam aged p r o p e l l o r  
an d  w i l l  n o t  b e  r e a d y  t o  s a i l  w i t h  O . N . S . 15 4 . 
(C .  i n  O.W.A. 1 3 5 1 Z /8  t o  F . O . N . F . ) .

FID ELITY . E n g i n e e r  O f f i c e r  on my S t a f f  h a s  v i s i t e d
FID ELITY an d  h a s  a  m o s t  u n f a v o u r a b l e  i m p r e s s i o n  
o f  t h e  e f f i c i e n c y  an d  c o n d i t i o n  o f  th e  e n g in e  

room D e p a rtm e n t  an d  o r g a n i s a t i o n .  R e q u e s t  you  a r r a n g e  f o r  an 
i n s p e c t i o n  o f  F ID E L IT Y ’ S e n g in e  room d e p a r tm e n t  an d  f o r w a r d  
a  r e p o r t  on h e r  s e a g o i n g  e f f i c i e n c y .
(C .  i n  C.W .A. 1 7 1 5 A /8  t o  F . 0 . I . C . L i v e r p o o l ) .

My 1 7 1 5 / 8 / 1 2 .  F o l l o w i n g  r e c e i v e d  f ro m  F . O . I . C . L i v e r p o o l  
b e g i n s : -  A f t e r  i n s p e c t i n g  th e  e n g in e  rooms o f  FID ELITY  my 
P . E . R . O . ( E n g )  r e p o r t s  t h e y  a r e  i n  a  v e r y  u n c a r e d  f o r  and 
d e p l o r a b l e  c o n d i t i o n .  He c o n s i d e r s  th e  s e n i o r  e n g i n e e r  o f f i c e r  
i s ” q u i t e  u n s u i t a b l e  t o  b e  i n  c h a r g e  o f  t h e  e n g in e  room 
com plem ent v/hich i s  com posed  o f  30  B r i t i s h  R a t i n g s  an d  $  F r e n c h  
R a t i n g s .  I  c o n c u r  an d  c o n s i d e r  he s h o u l d  b e  r e l i e v e d  f o r t h w i t h  
b y  an e n g i n e e r  o f f i c e r  o f  L i e u t .  Commander’ s  r a n k  t o  s e n i o r  
t o  t h e  e x i s t i n g  F r e n c h  E n g i n e e r  O f f i c e r .  1 9 2 4 A /8  E n d s .
I  p e r s o n a l l y  v i s i t e d  t h i s  s h i p  y e s t e r d a y  an d  fo rm e d  a  v e r y  
u n f a v o u r a b l e  o p in i o n  o f  th e  s e n i o r  e n g i n e e r  o f f i c e r  whose 
m anner an d  b e a r i n g  show ed t h a t  he i s  o v e r b o r n e  b y  h i s  
r e s p o n s i b i l i t i e s  an d  u n f i t t e d  in  my o p in io n  t o  b e  in  c h a r g e  o f  
a  s h i p  w hich  i s  l i k e l y  t o  h av e  t o  u n d e r t a k e  s p e c i a l  an d  o n e r o u s  
d u t i e s .  R e q u e s t  im m e d ia te  a c t i o n  b e  ta k e n  t o  im p lem en t  F .0 .I .G , 
L i v e r p o o l ’ s  p r o p o s a l  i n  v ie w  o f  A d m i r a l t y ' s  1 7 2 5 / 6 / 1 2 .
(C .  i n  C.W.A. 2245A/8. to  A d m ty ) .

H .X . 2 1 7 .
2 s h i p s  
t o r p e d o e d .

U .R .5 4 .
LOCHNAGAR.

S h i p p i n g  & C o n v o y s .

Convoy a t t a c k e d  a t  0 1 2 7 Z /8 .  2 s h i p s  t o r p e d o e d .  
P . C . S .  a t  0 2 0 0 Z / 8 ,  0 5 7 . 0 0  N. 0 2 7 . 0 6  W. 0 4 5 ° , 9  
k n o t s .
(FAME 0 2 1 7 Z /8  t o  C. in  C .W .A .) .

LOCHNAGAR w i l l  embark R . A . F . , 2 O f f i c e r s  an d  4 8  
0 R S . a . m . / 1 2 t h  a t  T a i l  o f  Bank f o r  I c e l a n d .
2 .  A rr a n g e m e n ts  s h o u l d  b e  made t o  s a i l  v e s s e l  
w ith  U .R .5 4 .
( D . S . T .  0 2 2 7 A / 8 ) .

P . S . 8 ,
S . P . 8 .

P . S . 8  an d  S . P . 8  c a n c e l l e d .
(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u th  0 8 4 5 A / 8 ) .

E . N . 7 2 . Y our 1 8 3 7 / 7 .  C o n c u r .
(C .  i n  C .R o s y t h  1 0 0 3 A /8  t o  Admty)

/ K . M . S . 5 .
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
K.M.S.5. Intend sailing, LONDONDERRY, LULWORTH,

WOODSTOCK, PRESCOTT, REGINA, MOOSECJAW, 
ALGOMA, CALGARY, KITCHENER from Lough 
FoyleIOOOA/9, arriving Clyde 1800A/9.

2. HASTINGS and CAMROSE will sail 2000A/9th arriving Clyde 
daylight 10th.
3. BIDEPORD delayed try defects will he sailed to join in 
position P. A.M./l600A/5th refers.
1+. LOUISBURG is damaged and will not sail.
(Cdre .Londonderry 1057A/8).

A.M. 2137/30. Para.l. Delete INGERFIRE.
Destination of KAFIRISTAN and ITTERSUM is Gibraltar in the 
first instance.

(D.O.D.(H) 1925A/8 to C. in C.W.A.).

E.N.71.F. My 1123/ 21. E.N.71 (F) is postponed 12 hours
to include important ship.
Admiralty’s 1617/30/11 refers.
(C. in C.Rosyth 1113A/8 to Admty).

BB.Convoys. Your 1615/5 para.2. Concur.
(D.T.D. 1123A/8 to C. in C.W.A.).

LADY OP 
MANN.

P.0.I.C.Liverpool 1116A/6. Intend sailing 
LADY OP MANN escorted by WRESTLER at 0200A/9. 
S.O.A. 16 knots, to ¥/eymouth Light Vessel, 
thereafter 9 knots. E.T.A. Bar Ship 1100A/9. 
(P.0.1,C.Belfast 12J+6A/8 to P.0.1.C.Liverpool).

K.X.6.A. EMPIRE .NED with MORAY in tow lost contact 
Convoy in low visibility, position 051.15, 

jU-**009.20. Searched wide area, negative contact.
• 1 Weather Ui+62, 1357.

(NORTHERN GIFT 1530/8 to P.0.1.C.Milford Haven).

W.S.25. My 1328/5 not to N.C.X.P. Cancel paras. 5, 6
and 7 and substitute new paras.5.
Destroyer escort will be provided by (a) QUILLI 

HAYDON, R0CKW00D. (b) 2 Destroyers from W.A.Command.
6. When in vicinity of Azores S.O. of Escorts is to detach 
QUILLIAM and the "Hunt” with best endurance to fuel at Ponta 
Delgada rejoin convoy and provide through escort to Freetown
and Cape. _ , , ,7. On these destroyers re joining,remainder are to be detached 
to fuel at Ponta Delgada subseauently proceeding the Vlunt to 
Gibraltar as directed by N.C.X.P.(A.M. 2215/27 November refers) 
the other two to U.K. as directed by C. in C.W.A.
8. Para.l add CITY OP LINCOLN to Liverpool portion.
(D.O.D.(H) 1616A/8).

/  M 77 kL ■»/.*> .
D 3 tc a .M. 1525/22nd November "and C. in C.W.A. 1020

and 1028/2nd December. WELLS and LANCASTER^ 
should not proceed to Scapa. Request you will 

sail them from Port Z.A. to provide escort for D.S.55 as
ordered by N.O.I.C.Greenock.
(A.C.O.S. 1851/8 to R.A.M.). /QUEEN. ...
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Shipping & Convoys - Oontd.
A.M. 101+5/18 April para.2.
Both QUEEN MARY, QUEEN ELIZABETH are expected to 
he berthed at Tail of the Bank from p.m./17th 
to p.m/20th December.
(D.O.D.(H) 19M+A/8 to Air Ministry).

Your 1530/8. Detail one Trawler to 
endeavour to locate EMPIRE NED towing MORAY and rejoin convoy. 
The other Trawler is to remain withAJUILLA. Report situation 
at 1200/9.

(0. in O.W.A. 2325A/8 to NORTHERN GIFT). M jt >

QUEEN MARY, 
QUEEN 
ELIZABETH

K . X .  L A  .

H.M.79 Your position by R.D.F. is 053. 08 N. 001+.52 W. 
at 231+2.A.
(N.O.I.C.Liverpool 231+9A/8 to DERBY COUNTY).

1
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Force X.
Attacks on N. C.X. F. 1341/23* Written reports of the
U/Bs. following attacks on U-boats have not yet been

received.
LORD NUFFIELD 10th Nov. URSULA 11th Nov. 
SPEEDWELL 8th Nov. VENOMOUS 12th Nov. LOTUS 13th 
Nov. VERITY 11th Nov.
(D.A/S.W. , 1732A/8 to N.C.X.F. )

Civilian Abfor London advises that following merchandise
Stores for will be shipped and consigned to North Africa
N. Africa. Economic Board Algiers in K.M.5 and K.M.6 for

civilian consumption; 200 tons soap, 250 tons 
condensed milk, 100 tons coffee beans, 10 tons 
black tea, 300 tons sugar.

As they are taken out of rationed stores, British Departments 
ask us to inform you they hope above items may be replaced by U.S. in u.K.
(Algiers, 2255Z/8 to Usfor).

Raiders.
Intelligence. My 2155/1* (1) Norwegians from RAMSES report

as follows:- Raider 10 (known to be Raider "E") 
arrived Yokohama 6th Oct. 1942 for six weeks 
refit. Raider 28 (considered to be Raider "H”) 

is now in Indian Ocean. These reports are probably accurate.
(2) NURMAHAL overdue at Charleston since 19th Nov. 1942 from 
Capetown. REYNOLDS overdue at Karachi since 20th Nov. 1942 
from Durban. No evidence of cause of non-arrival.
(3) Blockade runners. Report graded B. 1. states PIETRO 0RSE0L0 
left Batavia 20th Nov. 1942. Ship left Biscay about 2nd Oct.
1942 and may, therefore, have left Batavia for Japan.
BELGRANO, CATARACTE, BURGENLAND and SILVAPLANA could by now 
have reached Japanese controlled waters. KOTA NOPAN could be 
in Pacific or Indian Oceans. SPICHERN, ANTARKTIS and MAX 
ALBRECHT still at Ferrol 7th Dec. 1942.
Slight D/F indications that German Merchant Ship was on passage 
between Japan and Malaya between 26th Nov. 1942 and 5th Dec.1942. 
PERSEE and other ships possibly on passage to Europe from Far 
Eas t.
(D.D.I.C. , 1704A/8 to A.I.G. 13 etc).

%
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K.M.S.4 Arrival WOODRUFF, CROCUS with Gibraltar Section

K.M.S.4.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 0128/8 to Admty. N.C.X.F. ,
C. in C. W.A.)

Air Report. Op. Summary for 24 hrs. ended midnight 7 Dec.
U/B attacks. Catalina D/210 at 1015/7 in 
36° 21* N., 2° 35' W. sighted U/B in act of 
surfacing CO 140° 6 knots attacked with 4 

D/Cs which fell 150 ft. from swirl on back of U/B no results 
observed. Catalina A/210 at 1105/7 in 36.25 N., 08.29 W. sighted 
U/B 4 miles distant A/C dived to attack but U/B had submerged 
05234 1 min. before position was reached no attack made. Welling 
ton R/179 at 0312/7 in HXP 5510 made contact 5 miles on port 
beam light switched on. But nothing observed until U/B seen 
200 yds. to port too close for attack to be made but Rear 
Gunner fired 100 rounds and estimates hits round C/T.
Wellington X/179 at 2018/7 in 36° 48’ N., 1° 26’ W. CO 320° 10 
knots. Sighted fully surfaced U/B which opened fire at A/C 
when i mile distant with MG or Cannon. A/C attacked with 
D/Cs which exploded close to U/B completely obscuring amidships. 
Rear Gunner also opened fire further results not seen. A/C 
set course for base as Wellington X/179 had Wing and overload 
tanks damaged by gunfire from U/B.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 0738Z/8, 0740/8).

Movements Arrival EXE.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 0742A/8 to Admty (R) N.C.X.F.,
C. in C. W.A.)
Arrival Polish Destroyer BLYSKAWICA,H.M.S. VANOC, 
H.M.S. SANDWICH.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 0748A/8 to Admty (R) N.C.X.F., 
S.N. 0. Casablanca Area).

Arrival H.M.T. ARCTIC RANGER escorting Trawler PORT 
PATRICK.

(V.A.C.N.A. , 1843A/8 to Admty).
Arrival SAMPHIRE from Aimeria..
(F.O.C. Gib. 1845A/8 to Admty. N.C.X.F.)

Spain, 
chances of 
German 
occupation.

Please note that A.M.1348/6 addressed N.C.X.F. 
and given a Most Secret distribution has been 
passed to B.A.D. Washington and N.A. Madrid 
under T. 0.0. 0804A/8.
(H.W.R. Request of N.I.D. 20).

French V.A. Gibraltar l647/7th F.O.C.N.A ’s 2327/7th
Ships for N.C.X.F’s l809/7th F.O.C. West Africa's llll/7th
Dakar. for P.C.473 mv 061745- Escort of convoy "Sampson*

through additional point T 023° 21* N., 017° 58’
W. You will be relieved by ILEX and trawlers 
at point T at 1700Z/12th Dec. Guard 2410 k/cs 
R/T voice call "Dreamy" W/T call "Nald".
Transfer convoy orders at R/V.
((?S.N. 0. Casablanca) 0845Z/8 to C.T.U.26.7.1- 
F.O.C.W.A. , (R) V. A. Gibraltar, N.O.I.C.
Bathurst, N.C.X.F. Admty.)

/SIDI...
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SIDI IFNI
North Atlantic. - Contd.
Your l632/7th Spanish SIDI IFNI, ship and cargo 
seized.
(C.C.S.O. Gibraltar, 1005/8 to M.E.W.)

P. 221 Capt. (S) 8, 115l+/6th Dec. In order to reduce
width bombing restrictions request you will 
route 221 on THRASHER’s route given in my 
1047/6th Dec. transmit as G.S. Number 289* 
(F.O.S., 101+6A/8 to S.O. SA ls  Gibraltar, (R) 
Admty. THRASHER, C. in C. Plymouth, Capt. (S) 8 
P.221, Capt. (S) 3 ,  Capt. ( s )  5» H.Q.C.C.,
V.A. Gibraltar).

K.X. 7 Arrival O.R.P. KRAKOWIAK, BLEASDALE, LAUDERDALE, 
MELBREAK with /.K.X. 7.
(F.O.C. Gib., 1156A/8 to Admty. C. in C.
W.A., (R) N.C.X.F., F.O.I.C. Milford Haven).
K.X. 7 arrived (12 ships) (V.A. Gib.1710/8 to Admtj^

4

KAULDI Spanish 59 (KAULDI) left harbour (corrupt group) 
party 0330 G. M.T./8th.
(Consul Bilbao, 1230/8 to Admty (R) M.E.W., 
B.N.A. Madrid, S.O. (i) Gib).

Loss of 
AVENGER.

Ref. 1933/21+ Nov. MACHARDA was number 23 in 
convoy astern of AVENGER which was number 22.
When the attack commenced MACHARDA was about 
two cables astern of AVENGER course 271° speed 12 
knots and not zig-zagging. About 0307 an

explosion was heard on the port bow and the signal was given 
for an emergency turn to starboard 1+5° by the Commodore on 
SAMUEL CHASE. On the turn explosions were heard in the directio 
of ALMAACK and ETTRICK then AVENGER was hit on the port side 
amidships. There was a high column of water then a second 
explosion a few seconds later and the midship section was blown 
right out and the vessel collapsed in the middle. She was 
immediately enveloped in flames of a dull red colour which rose
to a great height then the bow and stern rose in the air and sank 
very quickly: the bow disappeared first. A buoy with light
attached was seen floating after the stern sank and snowflakes 
were fired at this time from all the ships. Men were seen 
jumping through the flames into the sea and others sliding down 
the flight deck into the flames. Prom the time the vessel was 
hit until she disappeared was about two minutes.
(MACHARDA, 1235/8 to Adrnty).

P.228 Capt. (S) 8 1230/7th P.228 sailed 0835*
(V.A. Gib. 1305A/8 to Capt. (S) 10 (R) N.C.X.F. 
Admty. (r ) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta).

/Midget...
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MOST SECRET
: This is an unparaphrised version of 4 secret cypher or confidential
ssage, and the text must first  be paraphrased i f  it  is essential to 
cate it  to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

Addressed, Situation report fo r  Area X of North A tlan tio  
Stati on,

IMPORTANT*
Situation  1953A 3th,

1, H.M.S* THRA3HER,039 dogs, 42* 010 dess, 59* to 
042 dogs, 59’ 013 dega, 15* diving by day 2£ knots 
surfacing by night 11,

2, H,M, 3/M* P.211,037 degs. 27* 009 degs, 21* course 
degrees 333 diving by day 2-| knots surfacing by night 11,

3, H.M.3. ARCTIC RANGER, 1 traw le r ,035 degs, 58* 005
degs, 4S‘ to G ib ra lta r  0, 1 ^  .

4, Hospital ship ATLANTIC,37 40 17 30 through 40 01 
17 01 thenoe O il degs, (?13),

5, United States MINROW, (?219 degs,) 8 French M.V., 
31 27 10 08 through 29 30 10 30 to 23 40 1 2 40 3.

8, Gable ship, and l(o n e ) traw ler, 26 16 15 28 thr ough 
27 40 13 41 and 28 41 13 02 thenoe to 033 dogs, 9^.

9, 2 U.3, Destroyers, one Merchant sh ip ,sa iled  0700A 9th 
from Casablanca coastwise to G ib ra lta r  3,

10, U .3 .3. STAN3BURY,searching v ic in ity  34 55 11 (?40)

11, 3PEY, R0!IHER,H,M,3. 33NNEN, CLARE,47 02 (?13) 31 130 
dogs, 12, 5> - ,

133lA/a-fcb December,
MOST SECRET MESSAGE, IN

Date, 8,12,42,
From, V.A. G ib ra lta r,

Reed, 19 36,
Naval Cypher 3 (S ) Sy W/T

5<| 2 M.F.V. ,37 34 10 01 through 36 31 09 35 to G ib ra lta r

7, M.K.3. 3 (X ). TAY,WEAR>LYME REGIS,H.M.S. ARDR
H.M.S. DUNBAR, H.M.S. WORTHING, H.M.S. JONQUIL, H.M 
COREOPSIS, 036 degs. 01* 005 dogs, 57* 274 degs,

M.K.3. 3 (X ). TAY,WEAR,LYME REGIS,H.M.S. ARD303SAN, 
. DUNBAR, H.M.S. WORTHING, H.M.S. JONQUIL, H,M.S.

1331A/8.

Advance copy sent Duty Oapt, D .O .D .(F ) D .D .I.O ,

N .A .ls
0 ap t, P

A.O.N.
A.O.N.
A.O.N.

D. 0 « D. 
D.O.D . 
D.D« 0. 
Duty C 
D. D. I . D,E.W.D.( 3)

D ,N .I.(4 J

Plans (2 )  Ad.Blake
,W. Ad,Ramsey (4 )
M, _____.__ F.0,3. by courier,

— -----  D .T .D ,( 3)

.1 jTA,
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North Atlantic - Contd
Midget S/M. Night 7/8. Italian midget submarine attempted

harbour entry at 0215 hours. Spotted by R.A. 
sentry at T.3 illuminated and engaged by R.A. 
with S.A. fire and depth charges from T. 3 and T.2. 
Crew of two were picked up shortly afterwards by 
merchant vessel anchored off detached mole.

Submarine presumed abandoned by crew and sunk. Crew very 
uncommunicative up to date but commander stated that he had 
been brought to neighbourhood of Gibraltar by a submarine. 
Investigation proceeding by V.A. Gibraltar..

2. Bombing restrictions arranged accordingly.
3. Your onward route is through (j) 049° 10’ 013° 22'
(I) 049° 50’ 012° 34' (H) 049° 50’ 009° 00’ (B) 180° Bishop
Rock 10 miles (A) 180 Lizard Head 12 miles.
(Capt. S.8., 1450A/8 to P.221 (R) H.Q.C.C. . S.O. (s) Gibraltar 
Admiralty V.A. Gibraltar, F.O.(S) Capt. (S)3, THRASHER, Capt. 
(S) 5).

Detachment Mindiv 19 will leave this frontier without any 
escort vessel with speed and communication equipment adequate fo 
command of convoy escort and for proper co-ordinating with air 
in anti-submarine warfare. Request early instructions in order 
that routeing may be obtained from Admiralty if return of D.M.S. 
desired. Gibraltar pass to Cinclant. **? IAl a
(S.N.O. Casablanca, 1610Z/8 to Cinclant, (R) N. C.X. F. , V.A. 
Gibraltar, Admty) Reply from Cinclant, 1428/9 see America & 
West Indies.

SPEY, Onward routeing from position (D) to (e ) 039°
ROTHER, 01’ N., 013° 01’ W. (F) 036° 30’ N. , 009° 35’ W.
SENNEN, 035° 53’ N., 0056 59* W. thence Gibraltar.

(Govr. Gib. 1430/8 to W.O.) SttM K ■ ^//f

P.221 F.0.(S) 1046/8th. Pass position 037° 27’ 009° 
21’ W., at 2000 8th and then proceed direct to 
pass position K.042° 59’ 013° 15’ At 0130/llth 
Shift W/T watch at that time.

ENTERPRISE (1) ENTERPRISE leaving Ponta Delgada 2002A/8th
013° 19.
(V.A. Gib. 1456A/8 to Area Y).
ENTERPRISE arrived Ponta Delgada 1730 G.M. T./8th. 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 1530/8 to S.O. (I) Gib).

Fast Convoy 
for U.S.A.

It will be practicable to sail fast convoy about 
12 Dec. SANTA MARIA, SANTA MONICA, EXAMINER, 
BARNEGAT escorted by Desdiv 19 witlf^SALAMONTCA 
as oiler retaining MATTOLE with Task Force 37 and 
retaining Mindiv 21 to escort ALMAACK.

CLARE. |V.A. Gib. 1612A/8 to SPEY, ROTHER, SENNEN, 
H.M.S. CLARE, (R) Admty. C. in C. Western 
Approaches, N.C.X.F.)

/Casablanca
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Until port of Casablanca is cleared and docks 
repaired 5 days inadequate for unloading a fast 
convoy. Effective unloading time reduced to about 
3 days by time required for entrance and sorties 
for rigging merchant ships for unloading and for 
securing their hatches and holds for sea.

Strongly recommend convoy schedule be amended accordingly to 
avoid undue risk to the ships of succeeding slow convoys.
N.C.X.F. pass to Cominch Cinclant for information.
(S.N.O. Casablanca, I63OZ/ 8  to NC.X.F. (R) Cinclant, Cominch). 
Reply: 2003/9.

M.K.S.3 (X) Sailed 1800 TAY, WEAR, ARDROSSAN, LYME REGIS,
< . , ft WORTHING, DUNBAR, COREOPSIS, JONQUIL with

Gibraltar section M.K.S. 3(X). eeSEOPai.Br=aQBafc

COREOPSIS, JONQUIL Q.Z.H. 971 less 965 970 Q. Z.L.
52 Q. Z.S.388 Q. Z.X. 884 Q. Z.Y. 366.
(F.O.C. Gib. I836A/ 8  to Admty etc).

M.K.S.3 (X). Gibraltar section sailing as in my 1053/6th 
plus LEWANT, less WILLODALE and BRISK, Lisbon ships FLAMINIAN and 
BARON FORBES will not join. Gibraltar ships hold Incon 290 
Mersigs volume III and S.P.02272 (21) and (22) Commodore holds 
Incon 290 stragglers have been instructed to open out to 30 
miles to starboard of ocean route. Destinations unknown except 
as in your 2043/2nd.

(V.A. Gib. 1901A/8 to Admty. (r ) N.C.X.F. Cdre. Algiers).
'WILLODALE and BRISK did not sail BARON FORBES and 

FLAMINIAN not joining.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 1902/8 to Escorts of convoy K.MS.3 (X)
for Cdre).

Casablanca
convoy
facilities.

Ships for Your 1530/7. Propose using two destroyers
Casablanca. escorting CHILBRAN to escort CONTESSA salvage ship 

SALVESTOR and CAUDEBEC to Casablanca sailing 
p.m./lOth. If you are still unable to accept 
CAUDEBEC request I may be informed.
(V. A. Gibraltar, 1927A/8 to S.N.O. C.A. (R) Admty. 
N.C.X.F. )

CERAMIC
probably
lost.

German broadcast claims sinking of CERAMIC west 
of Azores. This is considered probable and there 
are indications that sinking may have occurred 
on night of 6th/7th Dec. between position 41°
30’ N., 41° 35* W. , and 39° 20' N., 39° 00' W. 
Ship carried 350 passengers.
As we have no ships in the vicinity we would 
greatly appreciate Portuguese assistance in 
searching for survivors.
(D.T.D. 1934A/8 to N. A. Lisbon, (R) V.A. Gib. 
Connav).

Cl /V, l

/POLYDORUS...
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POLYDORUS Your 1859/7* Request that consulate at Cadiz be
survivors. urgently asked to facilitate passage of survivors

to Gibraltar, avoiding delay and possible contact 
with German authorities who might offer re
patriation to Dutch and obtain important 
information from them.
(M. Br. 1958A/8 to N. A. Madrid, (R) F.O.C.N.A. ) 
Reply 1355/9.

U/B attacked Have attacked S/M in position 036° 02’ N., 006°
W.(S.O. 30th Escort Group, 2312A/8 to V.A. Gib).
My 2312. Submarine dived and was attacked.
Have lost contact. Have instructed LEITH to 
remain in the vicinity until daylight. Remaining 
escort have rejoined convoy.
(S.O. 30th Escort Group 2355A/8 to V.A. Gibraltar)

South Atlantic.
CORINTHIAN Following is a repetition my 0007/8th to Rio de 

Janeiro (begins) My 1227Z/2nd E.T.A. CORINTHIAN 
at Rio de Janeiro 150lz/13th Dec. (ends). 
(R.A.W.A. , 0009Z/8 to N.A. Rio de Janeiro (R) 
CORINTHIAN Admty).

Movements Arrived NAPIER. S— 3 
(N. 0.1.C. Durban, Ol+l+lZ/8 to Admty etc). 
Arrival 8th Dec. DESPATCH. xfcy
(S.O. (I) Freetown, 1 2 U 9 Z / 8 , etc)« 
Departure 0700Z/8th F. D^ESTIENICENNE D ’ORVES

M.Ls. 209, 302,E.t !a . Freetown p.m./12th Dec. 1800Z/8 NORWICH 
CITY, STELLA POLARIS, Lagos 0800Z/10th Dec.

(N.O.I.C. Takoradi, 1800Z/8 to Admty etc).
Departure 8th Dec. U. S. Destroyei^BELKNAP U.S. Destroyer 

MOFFETT, H.M. Transport BANFORA.
(R. 0. Pernambuco 1855Z/8 to Admty).-*■ TT.. 3=^ .

JEREMIAH JEREMIAH WADSWORTH hit by 3 torpedoes at 16I4OC/ 2 7
WADSWORTH. Nov. in 039° 25’ S. ,022° 23’ E. 1+th torpedo 
(sunk 27 Nov), missed. Vessel sank at 1723/27th after forward 

bulkhead collapsed.
2. U-boat surfaced and spoke to survivors who 
are divided in opinion whether U-boat Geman or 
Italian.

/ 3» • •
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South Atlantic
3* Medium size tall C/T without markings grey 
very rusty one 4 inch gun forward unusual counter 
stern high out of water like Duck’s tower.
4. 18 survivors landed from'ALCANTARA,19 rescued
by JOHN LYKES being taken to Trinidad. (?one) 
boat unaccounted for. Names of landed survivors 
follow in my 1029/8. **&*-*-«

5. Master complains deck cargo loaded New Orleans was plastered 
with destination labels and states was told his approx, route 
by Second Officer of another ship at New Orleans.
(S.O. (I) Capetown, 1026C/8 to Admty. B.A.D. Washington, (r )
C. in C. E.F., S.O.(I) Colombo).

JEREMIAH 
WADSWORTH, 
(sunk 2?th 
Nov). Contd.

ST. WISTAN Cancel my 1013/7th Dec. Hr. k.' W.2>.
(S.O. (1} Freetown, 1251Z/8 to Admty. N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst).
Departure 8th Dec. ST. WISTAN.
(S.O. (I) Freetown, 2009Z/8 to Admty. N.O.I.C. 
Bathurst (Gambia)).

COMMANDANT
BORY.(a 1/i - l

French Admty. reguest we inform you small 
French Steamer COMMANDANT BORY sailed 8th Dec. 
for Dakar for Port Bouet route coastal speed 10. 
(S.N.O.C.A. , 1700Z/8 to F.O.C. West Africa).

Your 235lZ/7th. Departure l800Z/8th Dec. Trawlers 
DUNCTON, DUNKERY, BUTSER routed through position 
(T) to R/V with convoy "Sampson" in position (X). 
Trawlers keep continuous watch on 500 k/cs.
(N.O. I.C. Bathurst, 1830Z/8 to R.A.W.A. (R) 
N.C.X.F. etc).

Ref. 1345/5 Dec. No news of explosion at Lagos 
yet released. Governor considers early release 
desirable to prevent wild rumours. Suggested 
announcement. Reguest I may be informed of 
Admty’s view repeated N.O.I.C. Lagos for Governor 
Nigeria.
(F.O.C.W.A. , 1940Z/8 to Admty (R) N.O. I.C.Lagos).

Ref. 1345/5th Dec. from R.N.0. Lagos, I have today 
inspected damage at Lagos. Unlikely BENGALI, SPANIARD, CANNA 
can be salved but wrecks must be moved to clear wharf and 
channel. Great difficulty anticipated in doing this with local 
appliances. Suggest possibility of sending camel and 8 inch 
wire hawser be considered. Alternative of removing wrecks by 
explosives considered dangerous in view of explosives which 
may still be on board. KELT has very severe structural damage 
from stem to boiler room, probability possibly of making 
seaworthy for passage to Cape for reconstruction of fore part. 
Further report will be made after docking. Dockyard in action 
and nearly all machinery intact but numerous damage to buildings 
many of which may have to be rebuilt. Naval stores and boom 
sub-depot seriously damaged. Floating dock undamaged. I 
consider Apapa dockyard will be able to continue naval work

Convoy 
"Sampson" 
for Dakar.

Lagos, 
explosion 
5 Dec.

/without...
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MOST SECRET MSSS'GE. lll+lO/Sth Doc,, TE
Dote* 3/12/14-2*

Prom:- C. in 0. South Atlantic, ^0Cdo 123lt-#

K.CYPHER (3-1 a Ly, V /L

Addressed:- Ships in Area Q ofAdmiralty N.L.O, E. London. Oradro. x/G. oa..o..n.
P.0.0..W, Africa, N.L.O. Port Elizobo tn,

ILL - OUT ANT t

QUEEN OP BERMUDA,03k dogs 52* South 
020 dogs 511 East to Capetown 3.6 toots expected time 
of arrival 03002/9th,E.M,S. ROCEROSE, 03k &>g3 55’ 
South 019 dogs UO* East to Simonstown 13 toots, 
expected time- of arrival 0k00Z/9th.H.M.8. CAPETOWN, 
from East London,expected time of arrival torban 0300 
a/9th.CECILS MAPIESON, leave East London P.M. ftth for 
Capetown,E. LI.8, P2EE3IA , H*M.S. NIQELLA,with convoy 
D.N.5, leave Durban 1100:-:/3th for the North.

HUIC/S.

V.O.N.S.
A , C * N • • ( H ) « 
A.C.N.S.(F)(2), 
A.C.N. > •(f)•
N. A*lst ’.Xi,
C apt. ’Pi-'1}*
D.Ov D. ( BO L2 ) .  
D.O.Da 3 ?)(2 ). 
Duty Oapt. (.2) o 
U.S.H.
D». v/3,P. 
lid, of . 
D,D« j .»0» i,2) , 

T , P . ( 2  1 o

D,T»D, (2i), 
D.T.D.(3)«

Advance Copy. Duty Onpt, , 
D.0-.D(P) . 
D.T.D.
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South AtlantiCwA»-rt_/F.
without serious interruption. Governor has 
ordered full enquiry by judge Supreme Court 
sitting with Assessor. Intend to order^DESPATCH 
to Lagos to hold naval enquiry after evidence at 
Government enquiry (?has been) taken.
(F.O.C.W.A., 231+0Z/8 to Admty). Reply: Admty. 
I636A/IO.

Following received from (BDQT) GEO. H. JONES:- 
SIR CHARLES ELLIOTT of Capetown ashore Fort 
Rock Point. (?Have) investigated, no sign of crew 
( ?2) boats on beach.
(Simonstown, 191+5 G.M.T./8 to Admty).

Following is a repetition of my 12330/6 
(Received undecypherable) addressed. Admty. 
F.O. C. W. A.F., (begins) Simonstown arrival 6th 
ALCANTARA (ends).
(C. in C. S.A. , 21350/8)

In order to avoid area in which U-boats are 
estimated to be operating in St. Paul£ Rocks 
vicinity propose following temporary routeing for 
north and westbound ships from South Africa.
(A) Coal burners of 12 knots and over and all oil- 

burners to keep east of 20° W. till north of 10° N.
(B) Ships for U.S. East Coast in (A)above to proceed direct to 
Chesapeake keeping north of 10° N . , till west of 1+0° W . , and 
bunkering at Freetown or St. Thomas if necessary.
(C) Coal-burners of under 12 knots for ports in U.S. area to 
keep south of the Equator till west of h0° W.
2. Speed qualification (A) above is imposed on account of limi
ted coal bunkers stocks at Freetown. When adequate stocks are 
available, and if U-boat situation remains as at present it is 
proposed that shipping concerned should be equally divided 
between routes in (a ) and (C) above, speed limit in (a ) being 
reduced as necessary.
3. As this suggested routeing is temporary only and liable to 
modification at short notice, it is not proposed to amend MJLR.I. 
(D.T.D. , 2150Z/8 to Connav (R) C. in C. South Atlantic. F.O.C.W.A

F.QC.W.A.’s 1059/U and 13W-/7 concur with general 
principle of wide dispersion.
2. Object of A.M.125V5 is, however, (a ) to avoid an area 
indicated in paras. 2 and 3 in which both Admty. and Connav 
appreciate that 6 to 8 U-boats are operating, and (B) to reduce 
volume of shipping passing through area east of Trinidad in 
which regular losses are being suffered.
3. This proposal is intended as a temporary measure to meet the 
existing situation and not as a permanent routeing policy.
i+. C. in C. S.A's 1311/7 para. 2 to keep clear of danger area 
it is considered that ships should keep south of the Equator.
5. C. in C. S.A’s 1311/7, para. 3 . F.O.C.W.A. is requested to 
remark.
(D.T.D. , 221+7A/8 to F.O.C.W.A., C. in C. S.A.) Reply: F.O.C.W.A. 
1135/10.

War Diary.

Lagos
explosion, 
5 Dec. 
Contd.

M/V ashore.

ALCANTARA

Shipping
Routes.

/SVEND F0YN.. .
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South Atlantic., *
Under consideration to use whale oil factory 
ship SVEND FOYN, speed 12 knots, for carriage of 
30/35 twin engined aircraft from U.K. to Takoradi.

2.. She could be included in a special convoy leaving U. K. about 
26th Dec. for Gibraltar, being detached with escort to vicinity of Azores.
3. Request your views of possibility of providing escort from 
Azores to Takoradi and from Takoradi to link up with G.U.S. 
convoy for return to New York.
(D.O.D. (F) 2211A/8 to F.O.C.W.A.) Reply: F.0.C.W.A. 1121/9.

War Diary.

SVEND FOYN
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S/M
Patrol
Areas.

Mediterranean.

My 1233/7. Amend focal point to read P.222 120°
15. P.217 180° (?) 2. TIGRIS 350° 5 from
Imperatore Point. P.222 and P.217 keep at least 
20 miles to (?southward) of focal point for 24 hrs. 
(Capt. S.10 0125A/8 to P.217. P.222. TIGRIS (R)
C. in C. Med. Capt. S.l. Capt. S. 8.)

-Jr SONTAY C. in C. E.F's 1314/29 Nov. states that report
from Eascort of C.M.35 shows clearly that SONTAY 
is unsuitable for inclusion in troop convoys and 

that reports from Commodores of earlier convoys confirm this 
opinion. On arrival request your candid opinion. Also whether 
suitable for conversion to Hospital ship if required. D.S.T.O. 
Kilindini where she put in for repairs reported vessel smoking 
badly on voyage from Durban. Request report whether this 
persisted on voyage Kilindini to Suez.
(D.S.T. 0141A/8 to P.S.T.O. Egypt.)

Toulon P.R.U. Sortie C/667 date time 1330 hours shows
Marseilles Toulon. Positions of intact Naval Units unchanged
R/C. since 3rd Dec. The condition of damaged Units

shows little change since that date but most of 
the partially submerged vessels appear to have 

settled further into the water. The ALGERIE and two Suffren Class 
Cruisers are still burning. Dry dock occupied by Battle cruiser 
DUNKERQUE remains partially flooded. No change in position of 
merchant shipping.
Marseilles. Since 3rd Dec. four M/Vs. 200/300 ft. arrived and one 
M/V 200/250 ft. departed. Normal internal movement amongst other 
shipping including change of berth of Liner MASSILIA.
(P.R.U. Benson 0330/8 to Admty. etc.) (D.D.I.G. 1129A/8 to 
N.C.X.F. etc.)

I Transport Your 1815/6. Subject to the approval of C. in C.
of S. E.P. there is no objection to your proposals
African except as regards SONTAY. C. in C. E.F's 1314/29
Troops. Nov. reports her as unsuitable for inclusion in

troop convoys and she therefore should not be used.
2. Of the 1240 South African Personnel intended to 

embark in SONTAY, 902 should be embarked in HIGHLAND MONARCH and 
balance retained until end December convoy.
3. Prisoners of war should be embarked in SONTAY for passage to 
Durban.
4. Agreed.
5. F.O.R.S.C.A. pass to Movements 80 Area.
(D.S.T. 0641A/8 to P.S.T.O. M.E.)

Enemy Position of one enemy tanker 35.50 N 11.10 E.
Tanker Course 180° speed 8 knots. W.L.U.

(A/C C/S CH2D 0715A/8 to Hal Far.)

M.T.B. My 0909A/7. M. T.B. 266 is returning to Malta
Sweep. with damaged shaft, i ^  — jt, .

(V.A. Malta 0734A/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) F.O.I.S. F. 0. C. 
Coastal Forces. F. O.C. 12th C.S. Cdre. Algiers. 
A.O.C. Med.)

/Arrival...
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M.T.B.
Sweep.
Contd.

Mediterranean. t*rK.7r:-
Arrival M.T.Bs. 266, 307 ̂ * ' V"
(V.A. Malta 0845A/8 to Admty. etc.)
M.T.B. 316 returned Malta with engine defect. 
(V.A. Malta 2043A/8 to N.C.X.F.)

MALOJA and ORBITA were ordered to leave harbour 
at dark to anchor west of Cape de Gard under cover 
of A/S patrols. I anchored in same vicinity but 
ORBITA was absent at dawn. Have despatched 
WHEATLAND to s earch along coast for 20 miles but 

suspect she has sailed direct to Algiers on her own last night 
Monday without orders.

(SCYLLA 0832A/8 to F.O.I.S. (R) N.O.I.C. Bone.)
MALOJA will not complete unloading of remaining 60 tons of 

cargo today Tuesday owing to weather. ORBITA has already left as 
reported in my 0832A/8. In absence of instructions intend to 
remain at Bone with destroyers until unloading is completed.

(SCYLLA 1438A/8 to F.O.I.S. (R) N.C.X.F. F.0.(c) 12. N.O.I.C.
Bone. LAMERTON. S.O. Force H.)
Have sailed for Algiers. MALOJA and three destroyers in 

company, S.T.A. 1000A/9.
(SCYLLA 1816A/8 to F.O.I.S. (R) N.C.X.F. R. A. 12th C. S.N.O.I.C. Bone.)

SCYLLA
MALOJA
ORBITA

My 1230/7. P.54 will now proceed p.m. 9th to
patrol off coast France between Marseilles and 
Genoa remaining under operational control of

Capt. S.8.
(Capt. S.8. 0912A/8 to Capt. S.10. (R) N.C.X.F. etc.) 
My 1540/7 para 2.

P.54 from Cape Palos now proceeding Toulon Area.
(Capt. S.8. 1242A/8 to 8 S.F.)

i
Movements. Arrival 7th Dec. DELPHINIUM, GLOXINIA, PALADIN,

WELSHMAN, SOUTHERN SEA, BOKSBURG, M.T.Bs 264, 267. 
Departure 7th Dec. SOUTHERN ISLE$, AMBER, REDWOOD, 
ST. MINVER, LANGLAAGTE.
(S. 0.(1.) Alex. 0916B/8 to Admty. C. in C. Med.)

TRAVELLER. Withdraw forthwith and report by 0100A/9 when
clear of Gulf of Taranto.
(Capt. S.10. 0955A/8 to TRAVELLER. (R) Capt. S.l.)

Air R/C. Visuals a.m. Dec. 8th.
(1} Messina, 5 cruiser.
(2) Taranto, 3 battleships.
(3) Naples, only 1 cruiser seen.
(V.A. Malta 1005A/8 to C. in C. Med. etc.)

OXFORDSHIRE (1) Subject to confirmation from N.O.I.C. Bougie 
that ship can be accepted Hospital ship 
OXFORDSHIRE is to be sailed to Bougie and then to 

Oran for temporary repairs.
(2) Hospital ship is not to remain in Bougie harbour during hours 
of (three groups missed) operate off Taza Bay or eastward of 
Jijelli dsiplaying her lights. (N.C.X.F. 1054A/8 to 1
N.O.I.C. Bougie. (R) F.O.I.C. Oran. A.F.H.Q. Algi ) /M#K.F.4..
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Submarine s itu a tion  W tom  Moditorranoan 2000A/8th.

1* P * 51 (?38) 47 N )rth 04 26 Hast through 33 40 North 
03 01 Hast to  Malta 3 knots.

2. P. 223 36 (?  30) N 3rth 03 01 West through 135 dog3 0 
Capo do data 10 135 dogs. Capo Palos 10 thonoo 065 dogs*
11 knots.

O f  H.I'T.Q, P0HP0I33 039 dogs* 01* North 003 dogs. 35* Hast 
through 39 01 North 03 16 Hast thonoo through 135 don-s.
Oapo Palos 10 to  G ib ra ltar  11 knots.

4. A l l  abovo submar in os d iv ing by day 2 ?  knots surfaoo 
spood as sta tod .

5* UNA NLA 038 dogs, 12* N rth 003 dogs. 03f Has t
to rondozvous in 37 01 North 03 06 Hast at 0900 9th fo r  
osoort t j A lg ie rs ,

P, 54 loavos G ib ra lta r  1500 9th ooastwiso to  Oapo Palos 
taonoo north oast 3 knots d iving by day on and a fto r  10th.

Ad van oo oopy s ont Duty Oapt. D .O .D.(F) D .D .I.C .

: 0 D.D. I . 0 . ( 2 )
D. of Plans (2)
D .A /3 .N .
V *  *1 A  *  .

M03T HHCNST.

Pr om* Gapt. (3 ) 8.

1236A/8th Doootnbor,
JT T

Dato. 3*12, 42,

Nava]. Cypher 3 3y W/T
No od, 1556,

Addrossod, Ghips &  A u th orities  in Aroa G

1236A/8

Oapt, Pin

i o u . a a n s o y  ^  4 ]  

P.O.G. By courier.
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M e d i t e r r a n e a n  -  C ontd

M .K .F .4 C d re .  A l g i e r s  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s a i l  convoy  M .K .F .4  
a t  1 600A /9  r o u t e d  t h r o u g h  1 0 0 ,  3 9 ,  1 7 ,  1 0 9 ,  9 3 ,  50 
37 th e n  0 3 5 °  50* N 0 0 6 °  3 0 '  W l e t t e r e d  K t o  Q.

2 . S t r a g g l e r s  r o u t e  a s  convoy  r o u t e .
3 .  O cean  r o u t e .  0 3 5 °  5 0 ’ N 0 0 6 °  3 0 '  W. 0 3 6 °  0 0 '  N 0 1 0 °  0 0 ’ W. 
0 3 9 °  12* N 0 1 7 °  0 1 '  W. 0 4 5 °  2 5 '  N 0 1 7 °  2 6 '  W. 0 5 0 °  3 5 ’ N 0 1 6 °
5 0 '  W. 0 5 4 °  0 5 ’ N 0 1 3 °  3 7 ’ W. 0 5 5 °  28* N 0 0 8 °  3 0 '  W. 
l e t t e r e d  A t o  G.
4 .  R t o  X f o r  s t r a g g l e r s .

- ^ 5 .  A l g i e r s  p o r t i o n  e s c o r t e d  by  EGRET, BANFF, TANATSIDE, WISHART, 
BLEAN, SWALE.
6 .  O ran  s e c t i o n  e s c o r t e d  by EXE R/V  i n  p o s i t i o n  109 a t  0 8 3 0 A /1 0 .  
F . O . I . C .  O ran r e q u e s t e d  t o  a r r a n g e  l o c a l  e s c o r t s  a s  f a r  a s  R /V .
7 .  G i b r a l t a r  s e c t i o n  w it h  ROTHER, SPEY, GLARE and SENNEN, R/V 
i n  p o s i t i o n  3 5 .5 0  N 0 7 . 1 9  W a t  0 9 3 0 A /1 1 .
8 .  WISHART and BLEAN r e t u r n  t o  G i b r a l t a r  a f t e r  G i b r a l t a r  s e c t i o n  
j o i n s .  R e m a in in g  e s c o r t  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  U .K . w i t h  co n v o y .
9 .  F i r s t  2 l e t t e r s  o f  co n v o y  w i r e l e s s  c a l l  s i g n  R M.
1 0 .  F i g h t e r  p r o t e c t i o n  p r i o r i t y  one i n  A l g i e r s  s e c t i o n .
1 1 .  Codeword " M a n ic u r e ” .
1 2 .  S t r a g g l e r s  e a s t  o f  1 0 °  W i n s t r u c t e d  t o  p r o c e e d  t o  U .K . N o r th .
1 3 .  V .A . G i b r a l t a r  and F . 0 . I . G .  O ran  a r e  r e q u e s t e d  t o  in f o r m  
C d r e .  A l g i e r s  r e p e a t i n g  t o  me names o f  s h i p s  f o r  i n c l u s i o n .  
( N . C . X . F .  1 145A /8  t o  C d r e .  A l g i e r s  e t c . )

Convoy My 2 0 4 5 / 7 .  D e l e t e  DANIEL GJLOWNSDALE and s u b s t i t u t e

e s c o r t  j o i n s  a t  a b o u t  0 9 3 0 A /1 1 .  WILTON a c t  a s  o r d e r e d  b y  F . O . I . S .  
( N . C . X . F .  1 2 1 8 A /8  t o  WISHART. WILTON. TANATSIDE. (R )  F . O . I . S .  
N . O . I . C .  B o n e ,  C d r e .  A l g i e r s .  V .A . G i b r a l t a r . )

M.W. 16 ERINNA. P a r a  3 .  S o f  A 9^ k n o t s .
( C .  i n  C. Med. 1 1 4 6 B /8  t o  C . C . F .  H. Q. R .A .F .  M. E 
e t c . )  S e e  a l s o  2 1 1 2 / 8 .

Enemy
M/Vs.

P o s i t i o n  o f  3 s m a l l  m e rc h a n t  s h i p s  3 5 .0 3  N 1 1 .1 3  E 
s t a t i o n a r y .
(A /C  c a l l  s i g n  GYR D u ty  K 1 2 0 0 B /8  t o  H a l  F a r . )

, WISHART 
* TANATSIDE 

WILTON

WISHART and TANATSIDE a r e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  A l g i e r s  a t
25 k n o t s  when convoy  a r r i v e s  B o n e .  They a r e  t o  
j o i n  convoy  M .K .F .4  o f f  A l g i e r s  and e s c o r t  t o

» X jij. G i b r a l t a r  w here TANATSIDE w i l l r e f u e l  and r e j o i n  
co n v o y .  WISHART w i l l  b e  d e t a c h e d  when G i b r a l t a r

T r a n s f e r  
o f  3 8/M s 
o f  1 0 t h  F I  
t o  8 t h  F I .

Y o u r  1 4 5 0 /1 9  Nov. p a r a  3 .
Admty. h a v e  no o b j e c t i o n  to  p r o p o s e d  t r a n s f e r  
( Admty. 12 5 9 A /8  t o  N . C . X . F . )

CAVA
M .L. 1133

I n t e n d  s a i l i n g  CAVA and M .L .1 1 3 3  f o r  B one a t  
0 0 0 1 / 9 .  E .T .A .  Bone 0 7 0 0 / 9 .  R e q u e s t  a i r  
p r o t e c t i o n .
( N . O . I . C .  P h i l i p p e v i l l e  1 330A /8  t o  F . O . I . S .  (R )  
C d r e .  A l g i e r s .  N . O . I . C .  B o n e . )N . O . I . C .  B o n e . )

/ P . 3 7 . . .
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P.37.yS. I L j j f .

Mediterranean - Contd.
Return from patrol after dark tonight hy route in 
my 005/1, keep to your starboard side of the route 
Pass J to K daylight 10th Dec. Instructions for 
arrival at Malta will be signalled.
(Capt. S.10 1333A/8 to P.37 (R) N.C. X.P. etc.)

M.T.Bs M.T.Bs 309 and 311 leave Alexandria 1700/9 to
for arrive Tobruk 0745/10 by seaward route, S of A
Benghazi. 21 knots. Request N.O.I.C. Tobruk sail them

1700/10 to arrive Benghazi 0800/11 by seaward 
route S of A 19 knots. Constant wireless watch 
425 K/cs codeword "Susie".
(C.C.P. 1347B/8 to A.I.G. 72. H. Q. R.A.F. M.E. 
R.A. 15th C.S. ORION. Capt. D.12. PALADIN.)

Own surface force from Malta may operate tonight. 
On leaving your area tomorrow remain on surface 
unless attacked by enemy.
(Capt. S.10. 1355A/8 to P.44. (R) S/M on patrol. 
V.A. Malta.)

(1) Convoy "Major" S.O. SNAPDRAGON 7 ships storm 
1515/8th Dec. rain mist 0315/9th Dec. Benghazi 
1100/9th Dec.
(2) Convoy "Siren" S.O. S/M Flotilla 14, 5 ships 
blow 2200 8th Dec. Chop Egg 033° N 021° E 032° 27' 
N 019° 40’ E 10 knots.

(3) Convoy "Pocket" S.O. ORION 17 ships 032° 27’ N 019° 40’ E 
1715 8th Dec. 033° 06’ N 021° 08' E 033° 26’ N 021° 57* E 033° 06 
N 022° 34* E 12 knots.
(4) ORION 4 Hunts, leave "Pocket" dark 8th Dec. steering S.W. 
until midnight passing through 032° 27' N 019° 40’ E 0700 9th 
thence to meet "Siren" speed 17 knots.
(5) Capt. D.12 becomes S.O. "Pocket" when ORION leaves.
(C. in C. Med. 1356B/8 to ORION. Capt. D.12 D/F. SNAPDRAGON.
14 M/S Flotilla.) *  jU.

P.44

Convoys
"Major"
"Siren"
"Pocket"

P.48

JERVIS
KELVIN
NUBIAN

Arrival.
(V.A. Malta 1412A/8 to Admty. etc.)

Departure for operation JERVIS, KELVIN, NUBIAN. 
(V.A. Malta 1414A/8 to Admty. C. in C. Med. (R)
N.C.X.F. )

Intend to proceed 1745A to sweep northwards 
returning at daylight Wednesday, DIDO, ASHANTI, 
TARTAR in company. Fighter cover arranged.
(SIRIUS 1435A/8 to N.C.X.F. (R) S.O.I.S. N.O.I.C. 
Bone. C.S.12.)
SIRIUS, DIDO, ASHANTI, TARTAR are to remain at 

Bone tonight 8th/9th. Report amount of fuel remaining.
(7N.C.X.F. 1610A/8 to SIRIUS (R) F.O.I.S. V.A. Malta.
C.S. 12. N.O.I.C. Bone.)
Following has been passed to Admty. for information.

Your 1435/8. Concur vessels sailed, cancel my 1610/8.
(N.C. X. F. 18 30A/8 to SIRIUS.)

/SIRIUS...

SIRIUS
DIDO
ASHANTI
TARTAR
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SIRIUS
DIDO
ASHANTI
TARTAR
Contd.

Mediterranean— / ^ . ^
SIRIUS, DIDO, ASHANTI, (7TARTAR) are to remain at 
Bone tonight 8th/9th. Report amount of fuel 
remaining. . 
(7N.C.X.F. 1510A/8 to SIRIUS.'(R) S.O.I.S. f 
V.A. Malta. C.S.12. N.O.I.C. Bone.)

CELENO
(Italian)

My 1550C/5. CELENO sailed 1400 G.M.T. Dec. 8th 
for Piraeus.
(S.O.I. Istanbul 1701C/8 to S.O.I. Med. (R) S.O.I. 
Malta. S.10. D.N.I.)

Naples
Approach
Routes.

S.O.I. Med’s 1745/7. 3 U-Boats observed to 
approach on course 50° to position 180° Imperatore 
Light 15 miles then altered course to 090° through 
Boca Grande.
(2) Imperatore Light burned intermittently during

arrival of U-Boats who made point of arrival about one hour after 
sunset.
(3) A/S schooners seen leaving on similar course but returning 
on slightly southerly course.
(3.0.1. Gib. 1704/8 to S.O.I. Malta. (R) S.O.I. Med.)

Air R/C. P.M. visuals Dec. 8th Messina five cruisers. 
Taranto three battleships. Naples not covered
but forenoon photographs show 8" cruiser reported 

in my 1758A/7th to have sailed, is still in harbour having 
shifted berth.
(V.A. Malta 1718A/8 to C. in 0. Med. N.C.X.F. F.O.I.S. R.A.12 C.3. 
ORION. Capt. D. 14. (R) Admty. S.O. Force H. VA. Gibraltar.)

Night R/C. 
Cavoli - 
Marittimo.

The Gavoli - Marittimo night R/C remains a standing 
and- important requirement so long as there are 
light forces and merchant shipping in Bone area 
and no suitable aircraft in North Africa.
On several nights recently this has been dropped 
in favour of other commitments. Are you satisfied 
that Malta has sufficient R/C aircraft to satisfy 
all requirements?
(N.C.X.F. 1901A/8 to V.A. Malta. (R) C. in C. Med.)

M/S
Group
14.

After turning over convoy M.W.15 enter Benghazi 
before dark.
(S.O. Force I 1913B/8 to Minesweepers Group 14. 
(R) ORION. N.C.X.F. A.I.G.72.)

M.W. 15. Estimate ORION will meet convoy M.W.15 in 032° 49' 
020° 33* at 1000/9 after which convoy will proceed 
as in ORION’s 1043/8 and 14th Minesweeping 
Flotilla proceed Benghazi at 13 knots.
(S.O. Force I 1915B/8 to Fighter H.Q. Benghazi 
Sector N.L.O. 247 Wing. (R) ORION. WHITEHAVEN.
C. in C. Med. R.A. Alexandria. N.O.I.C. Benghazi.)

/Algiers...
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Algiers
Movements

Algiers arrivals QUALITY, CALPB, BICESTER, WILTON 
P. 219. Departurea*WILTON,-#-WISHART,#TANATSIDE 
to Bone with K.M.F.4B.
(Cdre. Algiers 1925A/8 to Admty. (r ) N.O.X.F. 

Location 
of enemy Request P.R.U. of Spezia, Genoa and Leghorn may be 

carried out when practicable. It is particularly
battleships. desired to find whereabouts of Italian battleships

P.37 southbound passes latitude Marittimo at dawn, t -■ 
P.212, P.247 northbound pass latitude Marittimo at 0300

aircraft north of Malta. 8 long range Spitfires have carried out 
offensive R/C over Lampedusa area but no sightings have been made. 
Night Dec. 7/8. Wellingtons made 14 sorties to attack Bizerta 
docks. In first attack 1750/1905 9 Wellingtons dropped bombs 
from 6000 ft. scoring hit on dockside with one 4000 lb. Other 
bombs burst on quayside and near docks goods station. 1 
Wellington dropped bombs on Bizerta seaplane base setting fire to 
a large building thought to be a hangar. Moderately accurate 
heavy flak was encountered and 6 searchlights were exposed.
Enemy night fighters were active in the target area. 1 Wellington 
is missing. In second attack owing to much low cloud only 1 
Wellington found target. 4 Wellingtons returned with their bombs. 
Bombs were dropped from 5000 ft. scoring hits on a destroyer in 
Sidi Abdulla dockyard and on a fuel dump. Adverse weather 
prevented further observation of results.
Day 8th Dec. At 0614 hrs. a Baltimore in extremely bad weather 
and visibility sighted 070° Kuriat 7 miles a vessel believed to 
be a tanker of 4/6000 tons course 180° speed 8 knots. 6 Beauforts 
and 9 Beaufighters despatched at (1605 or 1005?) hours to attack 
this vessel found only a wreck in position of reported tanker. 
(A.H.Q. Malta 2005/8, 2017/8, 2024/8, 2032/8.)

recently at Naples.
(A.C.N.S. F. 1926A/8 to Air Ministry (R) 0. in C 
Med. etc.)

Toulon
P.R.U.

Your 1906/7. Propose P.R.U. of Toulon is carried 
out twice weekly until arrangements can be made 
to carry it out from North Africa.
(N.G.X.F. 1935A/8 to Admty.)

S/Ms Situation 2000/8th.
RORQUAL S.E. of Q.B.A. 11 Northeastbound to patrol off Cavoli.

Malta
Air
Report.

A.I. 162. 8 Dec. C.S.R. Malta.
Night 7/8th Dec. No enemy activity locally.
8th Dec. Today a total of 16 Spitfire sorties 
has been flown to protect shipping and 12 Spitfires 
were airborne on R/C for enemy shipping and

/Supplies.. •
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4 ships required to load for Malta as soon as 
possible, propose using GREYSTOKE CASTLE which 
is the only British ship with required speed and 
readiness for loading.

Mr. Robinson of U.S. Maritime Commission has cabled Washington 
for permission to use PIERRE S. DUPONT, Gf HENRY and Dutch TOSARI. 
Agreed Murrant.
(P.S. T.O. Egypt 2100B/8 to D.S.T.)

Convoy C. in C's 2045/7 and 1146/8. Codeword "Outwit"
M.W.16. W/T B.D.X. CLAN MACINDOE, ERINNA, ROBERT MAERSK,

/ xjj Escort PALADIN, HURWORTH and one Hunt from Tobruk.
' * Sailing 1701/9 S of A 9 knots, route 5 miles north

of "Warm" 2230 3 miles north of (corrupt group) 0830/10 Bar 5 
miles north of bend 2202, "Tin" 0930 11th "Covenant" Chop Egg 
1830 15 miles north of Port 2150 position YY 032° 22' N 019® 35* E 
at 0730/12 thence as ordered by C. in C.
(R.A. Alex. 2112B/8 to Capt. S.l. ORION, C,S,15. Capt. D.12.
Capt. D.14. DULVERTON. PALADIN. HURWORTH. R.A.D. Med. Y. A. Malta. 
H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. C.C.F. A.O.C. Med. SNAPDRAGON. R.N.G.H.Q. M. S. )

War Diary.

Supplies 
for Malta.

P.212 Proceed towards
P.247 . through G. 038°

within 10 miles 
and east of 205 

P.247 through G. 038° 20' 011° 
miles of 040° 15' 014° 00'. 
Both submarines may proceed on 
at C.O's discretion. P.37 may 
dawn 9th.
(Capt. 3.10 2125A/8 as amended 
N.C.X.P. S/Ms on patrol.)

Naples by following route P.212 
20’ 012° 10' direct to patrol 
of position 040° 30' 014° 19' S 
from Vesuvius.
30' direct to patrol within 10
the surface by daylight 9th Dec. 
be met on opposite course before
1116A/9 to P.212. P.247. (R)

P.48 Intend to sail P.48 Dec. 10th for patrol in 
Approaches to Bizerta and Tunis.
(Capt. S.10 2225A/8 to N.C.X.P. Capt. S.8. (R) 
C. in C. Med. Capt. S.l.)

E. A . C.
Report.

8th Dec. Operational summary. A/C Z/500 or 508 
attacked U-Boat with 4 D/Cs, only D/C residue and 
small patches of bubbles seen after attack.
13 B.17s escorted by 8 P.38s despatched to attack 
docks and shipping at Bizerta, due adverse weather 
no A/C reached target.
(E.A.C. 2230/8.)

M.W. 14. Total unloaded to 1700/8 21189 tons.
(V.A. Malta 2255A/8 to C. in C. Med.)
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East Indies.
D.G.S.R. Ref. ray 0931/11 August for Controller.

Government of India have issued notification 
dated 1st Dec. that designation has been 

changed to Director General Ship Building and Repairs.
(2) Abbreviated title is D.G.S.R. and request necessary Code 
and Cypher Groups may be issued.
(D.G.S.R. and S.C., 0902Z/8 to Admty., (r ) C. in C. E. F. , 
F.O.C.R.I.N., F.O. Ceylon.)

Proposed
A/S
operation.

Your 0712/6 Dec. It is not considered that 
the evidence warrants this operation at present. 
2. In view of this it is considered destroyers 
will be better employed as escorts with the 
group sailings.
(d .O.D.(F) Approved 1st S.L., 1038A/8 to C. in 
C. E.F. , (R) C. in C. S.A. )

TAKLIWA 
(troops, 
Madagascar 
to Mombasa)

Your 1141/30. Agree subject to approval of 
C. in C. Eastern Fleet.
(D.S.T., 1057A/8 to D.S.T.O. Kilindini, (r ) 
P.S.T.O. Egypt, C. in C. E.F., P.S.T.O. India.)

Air Report. Int. 194 8th Dec.
Our 268. Daily summary 8 G.C. (r ) Cocos 
Island raid 5th Dec. 3 bombers navy 96 type 

over Island 30 minutes. (Some ?) bombs from 20,200 or 
20,400 ?) feet. Approach from south, withdrawal east-south
east. No ground opposition.
(A.K.Q. India, 1138Z/8.)

WAYLAND,
QUICKMATCH,
REDOUBT.

Cancel my 1720/3rd.
2. Sailing of WAYLAND is postponed as QUICKMATCH 
and REDOUBT are required for another special 
escort duty.
(D.O.D.(F), 1141A/8 to C. in C. E.F. , C. in C. 
S.A. )

Movements. Departure 1155z/8th Dec. GAMBIA and SCOUT..
(N.O.I.C. Addu Atoll, 1159Z/8 to Admty., (R) 
S.0.(I) Bombay, S.O./IJ Colombo, S.0./I) Kilindini,S.O.(I) Aden.)

Colombo arrival 8th Dec. 0135Z KANIMBLA.
(S.O.(l.) Colombo, 1200Z/8 to Admty., etc.)

Berths for F.O. Ceylon 1345Z/15th Oct. Have approved 
Fulmars. berths 7 and 8 being arranged. They are a

Trot on the North Side of Malay.
(C. in C. E. F. 1338Z/8 to Admty., (R) F.O. 
Ceylon, N.O.I.C. Trincomalee, ZZZ Group.)

/DURBAN ...
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^DURBAN.
East Indies - Contd.
Arrival 8th Dec. tCi/it^ uK*., 
(F.O.E.A., 1407Z/8 to Admty.)

NAPIER.

,

Report of inquiry re grounding off Kilindini on 
28th Nov.
(C. in C. E.F., 1417Z/8 to Admty.)
See Lion Copy ijjA * '3 .

Shipping 
for U.S.A.

Connav requests that all U.S.A. Controlled 
merchant ships bound U.S.A. from Indian and 
Persian Gulf ports shall be routed via the 
Pacific, those for U.S. East Coast to Panama 
for onward routeing.
2. Request you will comply.
(D.T.D., 1637a/8 to C. in C. E.F., (r ) F.O.C. 
R.I.N., F.O.I.C. Ceylon, S.B.N.O. Persian Gulf, 
A.C.N.B., N.Z.N.B., Connav.)

DURBANgrounding.
While entering Kilindini today 8th Dec. at 1650C, 
DURBAN grounded about five cables south of Rae Seoani. Cause not yet known. Ship went ashore
at top of high water at 8 knots and ran up 3 

feet. Hopeful of refloating on morning tide which is 2 foot 
higher but much will depend on how much internal and external 
pumping capacity can be applied and on weight that can be 
removed in the time. Some damage to and leaks in bottom from 
foremost boiler room forward.
(C. in C. E.F. , 1755/8 to Admty., (r ) C.S.4.)
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M E S S A G E  IN
1417Z/8th December

Prom C. in Ci Eastern Fleet Date. 9il2*42Reed. 1130
___________ NAVAL CYPHER XD PLUG by- W/T & T/j, , „__________
Addressed Admiralty, repeated Australian Commonwealth 
Naval Board.
IMPORTANTi 429. Propeller of H.M.A.S.NAPIER touched 
ground on Peven Reef off entrance Kilindini at 0732 cn 
28 November while ship acting as S 0 of anti submarine 
escort to H.M. S.REVENGE approaching Harbour. NAPIER 
and BLnCKMORE were in S Q number 2, NAPIER occupying 
position 0. Both propellers damaged and port shaft 
slightly bent.
2. ’ Case governed by instructions in E.P.W.0. number 9 
which directs that Senior 'Officer of screen.is responsible 
for order!ig the appropriate screening diagram and for 
turning screen back on approaching harbour entrance 
unless Senior Officer of group indicates under para 6 J
of the instructions that he will assume, this, 
responsibility. . * ■ •
3. Though these instructions place responsibility for 
turning screen back before running into danger on 
Senior Officer of screen, situation was complicated by 
0*0.REVENGE (?who) signalled the night before t.hat- 
REVENGE executed "S. J" on approaching Harbour, entrance. 
Destroyers were to act independently and follow REVENGE 
into Harbour, which was tantamount to assuming 
responsibility for safe navigation of whole .unit# The 
signal provided in E.P.W.O. No.9 para.6 J to enable the 
S.O. of Group to retain control of the screen and to 
direct when it should return back, which definitely 
assumed this responsibility was however not •repoat not 
used.
4. Use of signal I.J. by Senior Officer of ships 
screened to turn the screen back on approaching Harbour 
has been the usual practice prior to issue of E . F . i V . 0.
No. 9.

/ 5. Board of
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5. Board of Inquiry established that C.O, REVENGE was 
late in executing his signal I.J, partly because he and 
his Navigating Officer were concentrating on the safe 
navigation of REVENGE and partly because he desired to 
retain the screen as long as- possible, and that t h e ^  
fact that this signal was used at all put doubt in ^Bid 
of 0.0. NAPIER who-however signalled almost simultaneously 
to the screen to turn 180 degrees outwards being 
apprehensive that he was getting too close to reef. 
Notwithstanding, 0.0. NAPIER turned his ship with
normal wheel.

6. Board of Inquiry attributed blame primarily to
0. 0. NAPIER (Lieut. Cdr. A«;H> Green, R.A.N..) for 
hazarding his ship, but considers 0.0. REVENGE 
(C.kpt. L.V. Morgan, H.N. ) also to blame in that by 
using signal I.J. he assumed responsibility for safe 
navigation of whole unit, -and then executed this signal 
too late thus 'placing NAPIER in a dangerous posit ion to peril 
the normal manoeuvre of turning'outwards to take station 
astern. Navigating Officers of REVEpGS (Lt.Cdr. P.V.B. 
Wadlof, R.N.) and NAMIER (Sub. Lt. D.Nicholls, R./i.N. ) 
also found to. blame for not communicating essential 
navigational information to their* respective 0.0. 's.

7. Iagree with finding of^he Bbard of Inquiry but do not 
consider a court martial necessary. The case is quite 
clear and .further would involve transporting C.'OiNAPIER 
and witnesses from Durban where ship has.been sent for 
repairs it being more important to get her fit for 
service than to hold hex* here while case is sub judice.

8. Accordingly intend to admonish officers concerned.

1417Z/8
•r •. :1st Lord ' j- :■

1st S.L.(2)
2nd S.L.
Controller 
Vice Controller 
4th S. L«
V.C.N.S.
A. C. N. S. (P) ( 2)A. C.N.S. (W)
Nav. Sec.
,».A. 1st S.L.Oapt. Pirn 
Hydrog. (2)
D.N. 1.(4)
M. (2)
Movts.
1. P. (3;
Ops.1 3,
O.D. 5*
0.D.8

D.T.D. (4^
D.T.D, (M)
D.T.D.
W
D. t\/S» W.
N, Lr . •
Dr
D. of N.
D» T. 3-.D-
N.A. 2nd S.L.(2)
C.W. (2)
N .L .0. Aust ralia Hous e.

Dope Contra(3) ) 
Do (4)
Pr
D. A/S.W, (8)

Bat!_
by courier
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Corvettes,
Newfoundland.

America and West Indies.
Your 1925/7. Y/e are prepared now to receive 
Corvettes B groups for topping up and fully 
concur with C. in C. W.A's 1855/7th*
(F.O.N.F. 0039Z/8 to C.T.F. 24 (r ) C. in C. W.A. 
Admty., N.S.H.Q., C.O.A.C.)
* No trace of receipt in Y/ar Registry.

K.14. This is N.O.B. Bermuda's 2140/7 to K.14 for
. * action repeated S.B.N.O. W.A., B.A.D. Admty,

f  -L °2' Connav, Cominch, C. in C. Lant, Com. Four Com.
East Seafront. ’’Connav 16 22/30 of Nov. K.14 
proceed when ready to Philadelphia about 1200Z/8” 
(Cominch 0108/8 (r ) Admty.)

U/S S/M notice 8th December. Netherlands S/M K.14 leaves 
Bermuda at 1200Z/8th for Philadelphia unescorted course 308° 
speed of advance 9 knots.

(Cominch 0302/8 to THRASHER, C. in C. U.S. Fleet, Mid- 
Ocean, Escort T.U. 24.1.3.)

H.X.217 Convoy attacked at 0127Z/8. 2 shiDS torpedoed.
U/B P.C. and S. at 0200Z/8, 057° 00’ N. 027° 06' W.
attacks. 045° 9. Following 2 groups are special uncoded
V, , i ~ 8 figure weather report, 4488 7853.

(FAME 0217Z/8 to C. in C. W.A.)
Large number of position reports between 1657Z/7th and 

030iz/8th on 10510 k/cs and 4796 k/cs fixed your area by D/F 
indicates preparation for attack soon by four-six S/Ms.

(Cominch 0637/8 to C.T.U. 24.1.4 (r ) C.T.U. 24.1.3.)
My 0217Z/8th to C. in C. W.A. EMPIRE SPENSER was only ship 

torpedoed. 57 ship survivors one missing. Estimate 6 U-boats 
were attacking. H.X.217 P.C. and S. at 1000Z/8th 57.59 N.
34.37 W. (A) 055° 9. Weather 4778 6915.

(C.T.U. 24.1.4 1116Z/8 to C. in C. W.A. (R) Connav,
C.T.F.24, Admty., N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., C.T.G. 24.7, C.O.A.C.)

U/B
attacked.

? The following has been read P.C. and S. of 
enemy submarine 57.25 N. 35.19 W. on the surface 
when first sighted was on course 020° estimated 
speed 10 knots. (?) Have attacked with depth 
charges.
(Halifax W/T 0929N/8 to C. in C. W.A. etc.)

L.C.I.(L)'s,

A.M.C.72.

Your 1627/7 (re sailing of 2nd batch of L.C.I.(L)' 
Intend to include L.C.I.(L)7 in next batch. 
L.C.I.(L) 7 and^ESTINY (BAT 9) are both ready 
for sea. Admiralty pass to C.C.0.
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 1002Q/8 to B.A.D. )*-i-~wp  5,gy

Arrival 8th December U.S. Minesweeper A.M.C.72. 
(Harbour Master Barbados 1006/8 to Admty.,
(R) S.O.(l) Jamaica.)

• • •/Shipping
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America and West Indies - contd.
In order to save delay request that while 
independent sailing is permitted on East Coast 
ships ex O.N. Convoys loading south of* New York 
as far as and including Chesapeake should not 
enter New York.

2. If you concur ships concerned will he supplied with 
M.A.C.R.I. route hy U.K. routeing authorities and with any 
further instructions which you may consider necessary.
(D.T.D. 1015Z/8 to Connav (r ) B.A.D.)
Reply: 1527/9.

Shipping 
ex O.N. 
Convoys.

SOLON II Georgetown reports British SOLON II sunk 2330
(sunk 2/12) G.M.T. 2nd in approx. 070° 45' N. 056° 30' W.

4th Engineer and 6 Indians believed only 
survivors.
( 8 - 0 ©  Jamaica 1048R/8 to Admty., N.S.H.Q.)

Zigzagging. Ref. C.A.M.S.176/42 as amended by British
B.A.M.S Lettered Message "JQM in order to provide 
for clear nights, especially in the tropics, on 
which there may be no moon, it is proposed to 
zigzag by day and night when in the areas 
specified except in heavy weather or low visibility 
2. Request your concurrence.
(D.T.D. 1135Z/8 to Connav.)

Your 1135Z/8. Concur.
(Cominch C. & R 2027/8 to Admty.)

Convoys Request Commodores of U.K.-bound convoys may be
for U.K. informed that Bristol Channel portion will from

now on remain in Belfast for sufficient time only 
to embark local Commodore and will proceed as 
soon as possible.
2. Masters of ships concerned to be warned to 
be prepared accordingly.
(D.T.D. 1224A/8 to Connav (r ) C. in C. W.A., 
F.O.I.C. Northern Ireland, B.R.L.O. New York.)

LACONIA Meter. Survivors of LACONIA who have arrived
survivors. in U.S. report that:

(l) P/Boats (?U.Boats) were aware of position 
of ship since she left Capetown.

(2) Survivors were well treated by U-boat crews.
(3) Ship was steaming approx. 13 knots when struck.
(4; U-156 was one of the U-boats that attacked.
(5) U-Boat mentioned in para.F of S.O.(l) Freetown's 2207/24 
0ctober*was not sunk. *(N.T. inW.D.) p
(B.A.D. 1407Z/8 to Admty. (r ) N.S.H.Q.) i' - *

ENGLEMAN. Arrival 7th December U.S.A. Transport ENGLEMAN• 
(B.R.O. Aruba 1425QR/8 to Admty.)

/ U / B ___
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(Copy -  T ranslation)
Uinisfcere de l a  Defense National© Doc n o ta ria l d’E ta t a  la  Marinesiiiv jcs ihstouique3* Avoiaie Qetavte-GroardPARIS (V IT )

P n rie , le  14th ugust, 1953
Rear-Admiral R. K. B e lla ireHead of Admiralty H isto rica l sectionAdmiralty, W hitehall, London, S.Y’,1

Ropubllque Franoaio©

No. 757 iUS/Hi
Dear Admiral,

While in  p u rsu it of investiga tions in to  submarine warfare inthe t l a n t ic ,  the H is to rica l Department is  try in g  to rcoonetruot the d e ta ils  oi the rescue o f survivors frcn  the steemefcip LACONIA, torpedoed on 12th septentoer, 19&2, in  p oeition  05® 05* South, 11° 3ii* fleet.
This B r i t is h  steamship was transp o rting  more than 3,500 persons, of whan 1,5Ct> to  1,600 were I ta l ia n  p risoners of tm r.

ca lled  up o ther Axis submarines and the Oerrran Navy passed a  request to  the French Admiralty to  send boats to  the sp o t.

were i.ngliah, were picked up by the c ru is e r  GL0IRE and th e  esco rt vesselsDUMONT d'DHVIUi; and ANHALtUr..
V'e should be g re a tly  in te re s ted  to  know i f  other survivors were rescued by B r it ish  sh ip s , or landed on a B r i t is h  co a s t.

Naval Itotes" d id , in  f a o t ,  publish the eccount reported by the Captain of the QUEBEC CITY, torpedoed on the 19th September, 1942, 350 m iles to  the North-West of the p o sitio n  where th e  LACONIA had been.

30tii September, 1942, by H.M.S. IfTOI, 120 ml es west of Freetown, and sh o rtly  afterw ards the EEC0Y rescued the survivors of another tra n sp o rt.You may perhaps be able to  inform us i f  the l a t t e r  were the LACCUIA surv ivors.

informed the o ff ic e r  o f th e  AliNAMIT - f  who had boarded h is  vessel to  take o ff  su rv ivors, th a t the Captain of the LACONIA had p referred  to  s to e r  fo r Freetown in  h is  (own) boat.

you possess on the survivors of the LACONIA whose rescue was effec ted  under conditions apparently  unique in  the h is to ry  o f submarine w arfare.

The Captain o f the German submarine him self made an S .O .S .,

I t  was in  th is  wmy th a t 1,041 3urvivors, of which about 600

One point leads us to  on affirm ative  answer. The 'M.eekly

The survivors of the QUEBEC CN ! d is a s te r  were picked up on

e know th a t the  Captain of one of the Gorman cuixir rinos

We should, in  any o rse , be glad to  receive azy information

With thanks, S i r ,  I  beg you to  ucoept my re sp ec tfu l regards
(Sg<l) ROSTAND

Conuasder ROSTAND, Head of the H isto rica l Department of the  rJavy.
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America and West Indies - contd.
U/B. PPPP S/M sighted 57.15 N. 35.19 W. at

1029 G.C.T./08.
(Cominch 1509/8 to B.A.M.S.1A)

Following received via Halifax addressed G.F.H. and 
G.F.S. Position of enemy submarine 57.15 N. 35.19 W. on 
surface, when first sighted was on course 020° estimated speed 
10 knots, time of this report 0929N/8.

(Cominch 1512/8 to Admty.)

U/B S/M estimate Dec. 8th and U.S. submarine notice.
Positions. (C. in C. U.S. Fleet 1525/8, 1526/8, 1610/8, 1611/

8, 1612/8.)

U/B PPPP S/M attacked 57.37 N. 34.43 W. at 1250
attacked. G.C.T./08.

(Cominch 1529/8 to B.A.M.S.1A.)
Following is an aircraft report passed by Halifax to 

Opnav and Connav. "Am over enemy S/M in 57.37 N. 34.43 W. 
sighted on surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted 
was on course 030° at estimated speed of ten knots. Have 
attacked eneirty with depth charges. Reporting at 1250G/8".

(Corainch 1535/8 to Admty.)

U/B. PPPP S/M sighted 57.57 N. 33.51 V/. at 1527
G G. T ./8 •
(Cominch 1703/8 to B.A.M.S.1A.)

T.A.G.27 Departure U.S. ship TENACITY, U.S. Destroyer
GREER, U.S. ships P.C.492, 563, 564 escorting 
T A G  27 ( fast)
(N.O.I.C. Trinidad 1802Q/8 to S.B.N.O.W.A.)

Trinidad
Shipping,
Acceleration.

Your 1929/7. No Admiralty action now required 
beyond addition to A.M. 0020/23 September as 
recommended by Cominch C. and R.
2. It has been agreed that ships will be 
diverted as proposed in mv 2031/5.
(B.A.D. 1803Z/8 to Admty.)

LORD KELVIN, B.A.D’s 1557/8. LORD KELVIN sails 9th December 
BUTTERMEEE, escorted by BUTTERMERE and WASTWATER to repair 
WAS TWA TER. Halifax - Harbour Grace Gable. Probableduration of repairs 12 days. Request BUTTERMERE 

and WASTWATER may complete this operation, as no 
other escort can be spared except at the expense 
of coastal convoy.
(C.O.A.C. 1914Z/8 to Admty. (R) B.A.D. etc.)

/L.C.I.(L)1s ...



MOST SECRET

T'O.iT 3:301137.

^Prom, C.O.A.C, H a lifax .

Naval Cypher 3 By W/T.

1535/3th Daoewb ;r,
MESSAGE. IN

Date. 9.12.42,

Hood. 0029,

^kddressad, G.B.7A.

IMPORTANT.

Seotion (?East), O.N. 149, Western Local Esoort Task Unit 
‘24*10,7, (? v io in ity ) 43 (?21) 56 27. 270~degs. 6 a lte r in g  ♦ 
to  2S9 dogs, in  <59 57 (?West.)

Western Looal Esoort Task Unit 24 ,10 ,1 ,(?v ic in ity ) 43 
(?21) 57 00 (? to ) re lie v e  (?Westoin Looal Esoort Task Unit 
24,13,7).

ss-. uo.°»N. 143 West am Looal Esoort Task Unit 24.13.4 43 (-?¥&)■ 
56-~49- 2go dags. 5 a lte r in g  to  dags, in 69-et West.

*£o > Jrt J
T.A. 29 40 11 ( ?51) { ?33) (?296 dags.) 26.5.

CX)LLINGW00D, ( ?45) (?26) 56 30 078 dags. 13 an route 
3t,Johns N.P.

13,
J.H. 25,MORD3T >PICT0U,depart St.Johns (?23)00Z/3th spaed 

M ote*  M -
U,3.3,4 BIBB,U,3• Destroyer 33MPS0N, U.S. Destroyer 

MAC&EI0H,44 19 57 43 222 dags, (?10) (? a lte r in g ) to  247 dags, 
in (?43) 03 North,

M03DAL3,(N o r.) (?42) 59 51 07 270 dags. 14.

1635/8,

ft A lt  am ative ly  301 dags.

Q-

07

CHURCHILL,duo 3t.Johns 1100Z/9th (?from) (?Westward)
<T «-**. V  )  ■  / < ’

(?N) J 24,P RE3EKVER.WASAGA, Q. 0 , (?throUgh) 49 27 53 21 
southbound 7.

GLAYOtyJOT,attending tug SECURITY, barge LAKE L0UI3E, 
v ic in ity  45 00 56 20 an route Sydney (G .B .) when under tow,

H,!'*3» BEAVER, tug DIFTTERGUP, searching fo r  d e re lic t  LAKE 
HEMLOCK in v ic in ity  47 00 North 57 45 West B.Y.M.S. 2,3.4,40 - 
^ p a r t in g  St.Johns N.P. 1930Z 3th an route 3 t,p ie rre . V .

AFRICAN DAMN, 39 54 57 09 082 dags, 14.5, ' * " 7 *  ^

IRISH ROSE,44 30 54 31 090 dags, 7 a lte r in g  to 250 dags, 
in  51 30 West. ^

V.C.N.3. D1 S ) ( 2T  ' * *  SUty 0apt* D .M .
5*O.D,(F)(2) D .D .I.0 .(2 ) D,of P . (2)

A .C ^ .o .(P H 2 ) Duty Gapt.(2) I .? .(2 ) D ,N .I.(4 )
A.G.N.O.(t ) U.S.N. W.D. D.E.W D c2^

3*L* D.A/S.W. D.T.D.(M) D.M.3 I
°apt,Pin. Hd.of M. D.T.D.(3) Ad.Blako.



MOST SECRET
3808. 
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MOST SECRET 
From C.O.A.C. Halifax

MESSAGE IN ̂21Q3Z/8 December
Date 9.12.42.
Reed. 0220NAVAL CYPHER S BY W/T

Addressed Admiralty.
IMPORTANT.

fa  V <  4. > £ - -fr -4 ? f£_

My 1635Z/8th,add U.S.SC siLINAS, TAHGvlA, MODOC, 046 deg 21* 034 deg 08* en route St. Joan's N.F. speed 9. Delete reference to B Y M S, 2, 3, 4, 40, movement delayed.Delete reference to BEAVER.

V.C.N.S. N A.C.N.S. T A.C.N.S. (H) A.C.N.S.(F)(2) N.A.lSt S.L. Capt. Pim,

fclfcPU.E.N.D. A/.S.W.Ha. of M,
V7.D. , %P*(S
E. 'N.I.iL D.E.W.D.(3)
ii.o. Blake.

2103Z/8
Advance Copy D.O. D.O.D.(H). D.T.D.

IH.
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MOST SECRET

HOST SECRET MESSAGE
^rom C.O.A.C. Halifax

NAVAL CYPHER (S) BY W/T

IN2350Z/8 December 
Date 9.12.42. 
Reed. 0450

Addressed Admiralt 
IMPORTANT.

;̂•J •

s expect i
iw(/~

2350Z/8
Advance Cop:/ Ops. O.D. Trade.

V.C.N.S.
a:c.*n:I: h!t±M #2)Capt. Pim. D.O.D.m (2) D.O.D.fF 5(2)D.C,(2 U.S.N.
D.A/S.7.

IH
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War Diary.

8.12.1942.
Tuesday

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - contd.
L.C.I.(L)’s 
LARIAT.

'‘A */-*

When ready about December 15th and after first 
favourable weather report,sail British L.C.I.(L)s 
98, 100, 164, 165, 166, 167, 168, 239 and 
H.M.R.T. LARIAT Norfolk to Bermuda via 
C) 35.05 69.54
(D) (? 44) 33 64.38 Onward route to Gibraltar
E) 30.01 62.02.
F) 29.30 40.59 
.G) 30.02 27.01 
;h ) 35.03 17.58

N.O.B. Bermuda sail L.C.I^Jj  ̂58 (alternatives 906 and 707) 
and H.M.R.T.-^DESTINY in company. Report speed and time of 
departure. (Admiralty pass to S.N.O.G.A., N.G.X.F. and 
V.A. Gibraltar.) / a . i
(Connav 1920/8 to Commandant 5th U.S. N.D. Hampton Roads 
N.O.B. Bermuda, (R) C.E.S.F., C. in G. A.F. (U.S) S.N.O.C.A., 
N.G.X.F. Admty., N.S.H.Q.)

EMPIRE GLADE 26th B.M.W.T. shellfire attack 
by German submarine at 0802 G.M.T. November 28th 
in 017° 16* N. 048° 44’ W. P.C. and S. of S/M 
not known on sighting or when last seen. S/M 
on surface, one killed 5 slightly injured (list) 
G.Bs 148 and 2 Bags of Mail consigned to 

British Consul General New York thrown overboard in 2200 fathoms. 
S/M fired approx. 30 shells 8 hits 3 near waterline. Ship to 
be repaired Charleston, I.D. Form S.A. by Air Mail.
(B.R.O. Charleston 1928Z/8 to Admty., Cominch (r ) N.S.H.Q.)

ORCHIS
defect.

BUCTOUCHE
defects.

GLENLEA 
(sunk 7/11)
*, ... British Cargo B.M.W.T. sunk 1340 G.M.T. Nov.

7th 1942 in 50° N. 30° W. by German Submarine 
U/B or U/R 114, of 49 crew Captain taken 

prisoner, about 20 in Port lifeboat last seen same day running 
Northeast by North, of 18 in starboard boat 3 survived landing 
New York this date on SS THORSTRAND, Norwegian, confidentials 
secured overboard. 1705Z/8”.
(Cominch 2020Z/8 to Cinclant, C.T.F. 24. Admty.)

H.P. stuffing box joint blown. Intend 
returning to Argentia i'or repairs. NARCISSUS 
in company. • » <  A* '
(ORCHIS 1930/8 t6 Comtask 24, S.O.P.A. Argentia 
(R) British Maintenance, Cdr. Argentia, 
HARVESTER.)

E.T.A. 0100Z/9th. Boiler hours. Major defects 
(details).
(BUCTOUCHE 1955Z/8 to C.O.A.C. Halifax (r )
D. Halifax.)

This is re-encipherment of Com 3 1705Z/8 "Opnav 
Connav Info C.E.S.F. from Com.3. SS GLENLEA

EMPIRE 
GLADE 

(attacked 
28/11.)

/Pacific ...



MOST SECRET.

282

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

8.12.1942.
Tuesday.

Pacific
Shipping
Routes.

America and West Indies - contd.
Gonnav intends routeing ships with sufficient 
hunker capacity from (?the) coast of U.S. in 
convoy via Panama thence independently to India 
for Persian Gulf via composite course to 
Fremantle passing to southward of N. Zealand and 
Australia. Request comment.
(Connav 2035/8 to 0. in G. Pac. Fit. (U.S.)
Gdr. S.Pac. Force, Cdr.S.W. Pac. Force, Cdr. 
Western Sea Frontier, Admiralty, Com. Sou.East 
Pac., N.Z.N.B., A.C.N.B.) irTfe HZ'*/*

K.14.

A 7*
Your 1622/30th (N.T. in W.R.) Dutch S/M K.14 
departed Bermuda 1900Z/8th routed via position 
A) 33.25 N. 66.18 W.
.B) 36.33 N. 71.30 W. thence X M and as ordered. 
Dutch S/M K.14 will guard (?N) S S F schedule. 
Will transmit on 4235 k/cs and harmonics.
(N.O.B. Bermuda 2055/8 to Gonnav (r ) C. in C. U.S. 
Atlantic Fleet, S.B.N.O. W.A., G. in G. U.S.
Fleet, Admty., Dutch S/M K.14, B.A.D. Commandant 
4th U.S. Naval District, Philadelphia, G.E.S.F.) 

Departure Bermuda K.14 1950Z today for Philadelphia. 
(S.B.N.O.?/.A. 2109Z/8 to Admty.)

Movements. Arrival U.S.S.R. S/M L.15 escorted hy U.S. 
Destroyer McCORMICK.
(N.O.I.C. Halifax N.S. 2101Z/8 to Admty. etc.)

Shipping
Casualties.

^  ' A  A AConnav's Serial 8. GLENLEA torpedoed sunk t 
7th November 50 N. 30 W. 3 survivors landed 

— New York.— >EMPIRE SPENSER torpedoed today 
57.00 N. 37.06 W. (as amended 2101/9) Convoy 
H.X.217.
(Connav 2113/8 to Comnaveu.)

Sub.attack 
& sighting 
summary.

_^A. EMPIRE SPENSER torpedoed, sunk 57 N. 37° 06’ W. 
(? 27°) 0127Z/08 December. Plane sights sub. 
on surface course 030 57.15 N. 35-(?) 21 W. 
1029Z/8. Plane attacks Sub. on surface course 
328 57.37 34.43 W. 1250Z/8. Plane attacks 
sub. 55.57 N. 33.51 W. 1527Z/8.
(Cominch 2146/8 to Admty. for O.I.C.)

LARIAT.

A
My 1627/7. LARIAT unfit to sail until after 
docking. Expected date of departure now 15th 
2^ 0 ceirib gi**
(B.A.D. 2219Z/8 to- S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) Admty., 
C.G.O., V.A. Gibraltar.)

U.S. TABINTHA, (Dutch), ANTIGUA,both U.S. Army
Transports. Transports arrived San Francisco 5th and 6th

repsectively.
(N.S.H.Q. 2254Z/8 to Admty.)
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War Diary. Tuesday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand.
ARMIDALE While on mission to Timor carrying relief
sunk. personnel and D/F ARMIDALE was attacked by A/C

and sunk at 1530 1st December by 2 torpedoes 
and probably one bomb. One bomber, one 

fighter, shot down and one fighter probable. Boat with 20 
survivors including G.O. recovered by KALGOURLIE. Survivors 
report being machine gunned in water. Raft v/ith about 30 
survivors located by A/C p.m. 7th December about 280 miles N.W. 
of Darwin. Catalina despatched to recover. No statement yet 
released, request you confirm (?conform).
(N.B. Melbourne 0631Z/8 to Admty.)

Situation. Digest serial number 320 December 7.
Shipping observed Buin Shortlands Area early 
morning 7th included 15 destroyers, 2 submarines,
2 tankers, 3 merchant ships.

2. 1 probable tahker, 1 large schooner, several small launches 
observed Gasmata Harbour morning same day unsuccessfully attacked 
by 4 Fortresses who also dropped bombs Gasmata runway where 
several zeros observed. Fortresses twice unsuccessfully 
attacked by approx. 10 zeros.
3. 4 Gatallnas attacked Kavieng Area night 6/7 scoring direct 
hits probable bomb dumps near jetty causing fire. Large fires 
heavy explosions also hits on runway causing fires.
4. 6 Beaufighters strafed Lae Aerodrome afternoon 7th destroying 
1 zero and killing several Japanese on ground. Aerodrome 
reported littered with wrecked aircraft. 6 B.25s attacked Samt 
Area previous night without observing results.
5. Beaufighters, B.25s and Wirraways attacked enemy positions 
Buna Gona area during day enemy A.A. still considerable from 
well protected positions.6. No change reported Buna Endaiadere Area. Our troops
advancing on Soputa Sanancnda Track. Field hospital attacked 
twice by enemy dive bombers during day. s7. 18 bombers and 12 zeros attacked by Kittyhawks and Aircobras 
over Buna Area afternoon 7th five dive bombers 6 medium bombers 
and 7 zeros shot down without loss to our aircraft.
8. Enemy R/C aircraft active over Timor where considerable
ground patrol activity continues inland. .9. 1 aircraft made R/C Darwin area at 2600 feet morning 7th. 
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 0745Z/8 to Admty. etc.)

U. 3.Transport.
U.S. Transport ANHUI arrived Mourilyan 8th Dec. 
U.S. transport VA10ERILIJN arrived Cairns (?8th) 
(N.B. Melbourne 1042Z/8 to Admty. Connav.)

Movements. 7th December, arrival Sydney (N.S.W.)> MORESBY, 
BOWEN, U.S. Cruiser PHOENIX, U.S. Destroyer 
• ruGFORD. Departure,Melbourne,COLUMBIA xor
Sydney (N.S.W.), Neth. Cruiser TROMP, for Sydney 
( N . S . W . o n  escort duty,Brisbane, GYMPIE for 
Sydney (N.S.Y/.)(N.B. Melbourne 1311Z/8 to Admty. etc.)
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8.12.1942.
Tuesday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Approx, positions.
(D.D.I.C. 1447A/8, 1450A/8.)
Submarines Attacked.
My 1059/22 J u l y ^ ^ ,
1. On the 3rd an aircraft attacked a U-boat
N.W. of Bougie straddling and hitting her with 
machine gunfire, and saw yellow buoy and an oil 
patch ? mile in extent. L<-e.
2. On the 4th after an attack by a Leith light 
Wellington in 36.22 U. 01.30 W. a large patch
of oil, increasing in extent, was seen. 6 other 
night sightings and 4 other attacks were made by 
this squadron during the week.
3. On the same day ESKIMO in 37.39 IT. 08.12 E. 
attacked the leading edge of a swirl of a U-boat 
which had crash dived and considers destruction 
probable.
4. On the same day an aircraft attacked a 
U-boat in 36.25 N. 00.55 W. and an hour later 
reported her damaged on the surface, but she was 
not found again.
(DA/S.W 1227z/ 8 to Cominch, B.A.D. Comnaveu, 
N.S.H.Q. )



1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-
HJME COMMANDS (Classification by subjects)

FOREIGN STATIONS (Classification 
by stations)

Policy
Defence of United Kingdom
MovementsOperations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air ActivityMining
Enemy Intelligence 
U-Boats Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys
North Atlantic South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed temporarily, e.g . when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences

(a) Movements of H.M. Ships (prepared by OperationsDivision, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).
(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports

(l September 1943).
(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)

(1 September 1943).
(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition

of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot' (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (l July 1941, No.222)

(g) Daily Operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.

r

*
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War Diary.

ANTARKTIS.

-  2

SITUATION REPORT.

9.12.1942.
Wednesday.

An Admiralty message today describes the 
intended allocation of cruisers to various 
commands.

Home Commands.

Convoy P.W.260 has been ordered into Plymouth 
on account of weather, W.P.261 sailing from 
Bristol Channel ports has been delayed by 
weather (in the event, both these convoys were 
cancelled) and W.P.262 will be delayed 24 hours.

As soon as the weather moderates a striking force 
of 3 M.G.Bs and 3 M.T.Bs is being sailed from 
Portsmouth to Newhaven, to deal with a heavily 
armed merchant ship possibly escorted by 2 
T.Bs and some M class minesweepers, which is 
expected to pass the Dover Straits westwards 
during the next four days.

An aircraft of 19 Group C.G. reported on landing 
that a tanker escorted by 7 torpedo boats was 
sighted at 1220 today in 43° 45* N. 7° 8* W. 
steering 90°. This was ANTARKTIS which left 
Perrol at 0001 today.

61 aircraft of Bomber Command laid 232 mines last 
night off the coast of Denmark, in the Frisian Is 
Elbe area and off Heligoland.
Four Naval Swordfish laid mines off Le Havre 
this evening.

EMPIRE SCOTT at Murmansk was the target for 
persistent small scale air raids on Murmansk 
last night. No damage is reported except to the 
town and to Russian shipping.

A B .2 report dated 6th December states that 
TIRPITZ is undergoing major repairs in Lo Fiord. 
A 100 ton crane is alongside and a depot ship 
for workmen is in the Fiord.

*
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PORCUPINE 
torpedoed- 
L f .L t4 o x>  
Lb.}. iftfiTi)

' *  286
9.12.1948. 
Wednesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

South Atlantic.

Survivors were landed at St. Vincent (C.V.) 
today from SS WALLSEND which is reported to 
have been sunk by a submarine at 2145/2 in 
20° 8' N. 25° 50' W.

Mediterranean.

N.C.X.P. intends to establish a landing craft 
base in North Africa as an independent command 
under S.O.L.C. (Senior Officer Landing Craft.)

— in Oi -Mod. reports that the corvette MARIGOLD 
was sunk by aircraft torpedoes whilst escorting 
Convoy M.K.S.3 (Y). The Captain and 39 men 
are missing. Ne—e*her-detetirS-ere--known.

-French SS MASCOT (1225 tons) was also sunk by 
aircraft torpedo; all officers and men were 
saved and were landed at Bougie.

-^French ship MASCOT, with a cargo of coal from 
Algiers, was sunk by aircraft off Cape Carbon 
at 2000.

Convoy M.W.16 (SS CLAN MACINDOE, tanker ERINNA) 
sailed from Alexandria today for Malta escorted 
by PALADIN, HURWORTH, and one Hunt from Tobruk. 
It was arranged that ORION and 4 Hunts should 
sail from Malta on 11 Dec., to meet and escort 
the convoy on 12 Dec. on the last stage of its 
passage, but in the event C. in C. Med. at 
0924B/11 ordered the force to be held at Malta.

The destroyer PORCUPINE was torpedoed whilst 
escorting S/H depot ship MAIDSTONE from Gibraltar 
to Algiers at 2300 today in 36° 40' N. 0° 4 ’ W. 
(70 miles N.N.E. of Oran) She reported at 
0020/10 that she was in no danger of sinking 
though her engine room and steering gear room 
were completely flooded. VANOC is standing 
by her and N.C.X.F. has instructed N.O.I.C. Oran 
to send out escort*** tugs. PORCUPINE arrived 
at Arzeu (near Oran) on 10 Dec.

/ P .55 ...
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9.12.1942.
Wednesday.

Mediterranean - contd.
P.35 reports that she grounded at 0455 in 
approx. 36° 23' N. (?10°) (?38’ E) and refloated 
an hour later. DEPTEORD went aground at 
Algiers in had weather.

Wellingtons bombed Tunis tonight in very bad 
weather, obtaining hits on La Goulette docks.

East Indies.
The present routeing orders concerning ships 
detached from outbound convoys from the 
Persian Gulf are given in message 0924Z/9 
from S.N.O.P.G.

America and West Indies.
Convoy H.X.217 was attacked again by U-boats 
and M.V. CHARLES L.D. was torpedoed and sunk 
at 0815Z today in position reported to be 58°
59' N. 29° 31* W. (390 miles S.W. of Reykjavik). 
The convoy had no air escort today. It 
eventually arrived in the U.K. with the loss of 
only two ships in spite of the fact that 
shortly after leaving Westomp at least 4 U-boats 
were constantly in touch.



AS 7ftSECRET
W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it Is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(♦N O TE  : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Tim e Pad (“  O .T .P .” ) are excepted from this rule.,

—»—■■■ i . i B flj, XX. y/ pj - . ..

Adclroseod: Admiralty# Ropoatod: 8#0# Force J.
ôur> ^3/29 Octobor# Coixooquant upon A#M.

121 Q/27/Octo'bor and various allocations made within the 
C.q. Command tho oompoeltlon of Foroo J has now 
ohancod to that glvon bolow. Roquost authoritios 
cone ornod may bo informed by signal.
2# Pro eon t composition of Force J. H.M.8. L00U8T,
5 L s i  (S) ,and 2 L S I (h)> namoly,PRINCE 0HARLE8,(8 0), 
FRINGE LEQP0X&, PRINSjf /XPERT, PRINSEŜ  A8TRID,
primes^ Charlotte, inviota, duke, of Wellington,
,A' L 0 T 8$Uadron, (lees 3rd L O T  F lotilla ), comprising 
bth, 5th, 21st, L O T  Flotillas and 1st L 0 F (l) 
Flotilla# ,

6 1 0 P (L) F lotillas baeod on Northnoy oomprising 
1st 2nd 5th, 6th, 7th and 2Uth Flotillas#
1st Coastal Forcos Flotilla#
L C S (L) 202, 203, 201; and 205.
3. It is intended to equip flowo j  wlth ^  eVontual

IN:
. Fa to: 9*12#li2;

tota l o f  63 L C A, 15 L 0 8 (10, . 18  L C P (M) » 1 2 1 0  I

(L) and /



R> r - . . .

■n'-* "■ -•■ “••-•

*' - • . »
(L) and 2l\ L C I (S ) ad d ition a l to  the above 

Including the c r a ft  fo r  tho L S I .

2015A/9»
y  1 s t do.ao triX . Fore o F lo t i l l a  

i s  a lloca ted  to Force J and 
w ills  bp., attached to HOHULT . 
fo r  adm inistration .

- 2-

1st Lord,' ' : •
A r 4. t' V { O ̂* S t*

TC". 3ra s. l* ...... - : c
' •  Ylo si Qontroiler »

CO- $ V Uilr-- »f!th S»L* . -tJt

A .C .N .S . (rr)V ;;/
. . .

,4 . •  1 st s.'l . • «*.

B* o f  S* (3 )» 
0.33.8,

. . 33. A..S. (L ),
i a t . s . d ,

,: A  o f  p , ( 3 ) ,  
D.tf.M. .. • < ,
D*C"..u, ( 2 )*
M, (2) - fo r  a ction , 

r Mails* . ‘ ‘
^ ^ t '^ E ^ U a n j y . H s o . )  ' MoVtsi,

SffioiT-rflHia /O ps, (3) ,
' b t w ( 5.)» v ^

< «) .0 .1 .  0. (3 ) .

33. S.33. 9» (2 ) .
♦ D.A/S.W.

* : - i  •* £,* / „  \• B .3& i& i(0 0 )r
33, o f  p » ( q) .  ' ’

t 2 ) .  .
33.S.L, (2 ) .  ' tf*t'

33.11.8. G itadol. 
y ^ T . j D .  ( 4 ) .

3). I .L . M .  ?  ■■ j 
•: L .T .D .(C ).

Adi, - Blake*;;
T/F fo r  | Bath, (BA, 8720)

r;M . .

•®r?
■ZZ.ijijj » .. .

\ -a

• * z r - ^ , - '
AC rfi::v ^ - -. i t )

‘J O f , .  ,  ’ "
~ * '?} t. -  .  • •• . . v

1 ~ ' t a ,  • •- \J • i ** . !

t
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General.

ftgepeaea
allocation 
of Cruisers.

The following allocation of cruisers is intended.
2. Pome fleet - BELFAST to join the Home Fleet 
when ready for service. BERMUDA to rejoin the 
Home Fleet.
3. western Mediterranean - AJAX to replace 

BERMUDA leaving U.K. about 22nd December. A.M. 2047/6 refers.
h  ,8td«pHARYBDlS to return to U.K. and to be attached to the Home 
' '/Fleet. A.M. 1706/7 refers. SCYLLA to return to U.K. after 

AJAX has arrived in the Mediterranean and to be attached to the 
Home Fleet. A.M. 1701/7 refers.
4. Eastern Mediterranean - PENELOPE to replace ARETHUSA leaving 
U.K. about end December. A.M. 1650/8 refers. CARLISLE to
repiace*COVENTRY leaving U.K. about mid January. A.M. 1650/8 
refers. *• 1— * A.
5. Eastern Fleet - GLASGOW to leave the Eastern Fleet and join 
the Home Fleet. A.M. 2046/6 refers. -^SUFFOLK to join the 
Eastern Fleet as a relief for GLASGOW, leaving U.K. about mid 
January. A.M. 2046/6 refers. SUSSEX to join the Eastern 
Fleet,leaving U.K. when ready for service about mid February. 
KENYA to join the Eastern Fleet, leaving U.K. when ready for 
service about mid February. NEWCASTLE to rejoin the Eastern 
Fleet,leaving U.K. when ready for service towards end of February 
DEVONSHIRE, GAMBIA, BIRMINGHAM will return to U.K. for refits 
and modernisation at the discretion of C. in C. Eastern Fleet.
6. West Africa - NEWFOUNDLAND and UGANDA will join the West 
African Command when ready for service during March 1943. 
SHROPSHIRE is transferred to the R.A.N. U r
(A.O.N.S. (Hj, 0043A/9.) * A . ' 2 /  . .  .

U.S. Warship Following is a paraphrase of Cominch despatch 
dispositions. 1403/9, addressed for action to Admiralty (via 

Comnaveu) and for information to Comnaveu and 
Opnav.

Serial 51, amending Cominch despatch 2140/2.
LOUISVILLE - In South Pacific. CARD - San Diego. TRENTON - At 
Valparaiso. RICHMOND - At Balboa. SAN FRANCISCO - En route U.S. 
PORTLAND - At Sydney. TUSCALOOSA - In Casco Bay. BROOKLYN - At 
New York. OMAHA - At San Juan. MARBLEHEAD - On patrol.
SUWANNEE, MEMPHIS, WICHITA, ST. LOUIS, CLEVELAND, SANGAMON, NEW 
MEXICO, MISSISSIPPI, CONCORD - At sea.
(Comnaveu, 2151/9 to Admty.)

)

)

HD ME COMMANDS.

Policy.

N.O.I.C. Captain Lord Ashbourne has assumed the duties of
Dartmouth. N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, vice Captain E.A. Aylmer.

(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 1000/9.)

Flag of 
R.A.A. H.F.

Propose to transfer my flag to INDOMITABLE a.m. 
15th December.
(R.A.A.H.F. , 1715A/9 to C. in C. K.F. )

15th and 
22nd M.L. 
Flotillas.

The 15th and 22nd M.L. Flotillas are to be 
reconstituted as follows. Details.
(D.D.O.D.(C), 1848A/9 to A.C.O.S.)

/A.F.D. 7 ...
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Policy - Contd.
A.F.D. 7, F.O.I.G. Greenock's 1114/3/42. Request
A.F. D. 20. information as follows

(A) Earliest date of arrival of A.F.D.20 in 
Clyde.

(B) Confirmation that A.F.D.20 is to replace A.F.D. 7 in the 
latter’s present position.
(C) Position of new site for A.F.D.7 and direction of dock. 
(d ) Priority of the abovd mooring work relative to resiting 
of B.3. Mooring in Holy Loch, observing that Mooring-Vessel 
is not expected to be available before 15th January 1943. 
(A.S. Rosyth, 1915/9 to Adraty.)

Force J. Amended composition.
(C.C.O. , 2015A/9 to Admty.) 
See Lion Copy, fy* 73 „

Movements.
ABDIEL. Sail from Scapa as convenient p.m. 10th by normal 

route through Minches and Irish Sea, thence by 
searched channel and Q.Z.L.15 to arrive Plymouth 
in daylight a.m. 12th December.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1132A/9 to ABDIEL.)

THRASHER. Estimated P.C.S. of THRASHER at 0201A/10 040° 
06’ N. 013° 15’ W., 000°, 11 knots.
(C. in C. W.A., 1157A/9 to SPEY.)

W. A.
Command.

Situation at 2003A/9. Details. 
(C. in C. W.A., 1350A/9.)
See Lion Copy.

S/M
Positions.

At 0800A/10. Details. 
(F.O.S., 1607A/9.)

7
#  SUFFOLK, 

GARTH,
EGL INTON.

Sheerness departure GARTH at 1357 to R/V EGLINTON 
at 51 buoy, thence in company to R/V SUFFOLK 
between May Island and Aberdeen at 1100/10.
(C. in C. Nore, 1612A/9 to C. in C. H.F.)

Biscay 
S/M Patrol. 
(TUNA)

is* & f j £ -

Operations.
Cancel my 2209/8th. Proceed forthwith diving by 
day to establish patrol in vicinity 045° 02' N. 
002° 30' W.
(F.O.S., 1126a/9 to TUNA.)

/Patrols ...
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1350/i/9 Den ember
^  . . Date 9 /1 2 A 2 ;
m  Prom -  G, in 0, Western approaches*

ex

S e c t io n  N»3*

LIHBOUSNE
S e ct io n  3*E*

LANDGUARD
LIMB0UHN3
LAN GA3TER

HAGTHIG-3
QAMBDSS
GOODWIN
KALE

S itu a t io n  at 200 3 A /9 /1 2 /4 2  

58 32 0 5 50 To Plym outh'

s it u a t io n  at 300 5 A /9 /IS /4 2

53 57 04  56 

58 32 05 50

54 32 05 08

S a il  L ou g h .-, 
Foyle 2000/9

55 25 C6 07

S a i l in g  Clyde 
App r  ox* 17 30/9

To C lyde 

To Plym outh 

To P o r t  Z , a .  

To C lyde

To Loch Ewe

To Tobormory

17

11

17

15*

12

11

15

O jN .3,

ibr
.e

LEEDS UNITED 52 11 05 20 N orth b  ound 8

TANGO S a ils  B e l fa s t To Loch Ewe 7*
0600A/10

BODO 53  57 04 50 270 dogs* O vers ay
6 th en co  56 10
15 02 7

.JMNGSTCH 54 10 05 00 270 dogs* O versay 6

. BE KiL 6 m ile s

iiT« v HELLIER 5" 37 06 54 270 d o g s . Overs ay 6*
IX 6  m ile s

i CK 33XR- S a i l s  C lyde 270 degs* O versay 7
TED 2115 /9 6 m ile s

t- -
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3 co t i  on H,W» 

FURY

S i tu a tio n  a t 200 3 A /9 A 2 /4 2

-  2 -

S e c re t Godo

H*X. 217 
G .T .U .
24 ,1*  4

TJi.R, 53

R .U ,52

FA1E 
BURZA. 
POTMTILLA 
B3LANTINE 
ROSE 
VERVAIN

60 33 12 43 

59 18 26 31

to  Goapa 

To 59 06 2q a

GAVOTTE 
3TASNESS 
HEIGHT ON 1VYKB

59 43 09 44

ARAB 
MOLE
HUGH WALPOLE 
N0 ATHEHN SPRAY

62 30 21 12

S e c t i o n  3 * ’Jh S i t u a t i o n  a t

MTERPRISE 4 4  48 23  44

SPEY
BOTHER
SMNEN
CLARE

45 19 1 3  30

QJSV. 3 .1 5 0 Be v e r l e y  4 7  58 30 29
C .T .U . W m H3A.3BA
2 4 ,1 .1 8 ANEMONE
(B) ASPHODEL 

ABET, R1
* GLOVER

8 , 0 , 1 1 1 T.T,A.S.SPENCER 55 36 53
O .T .U , U .3 .S .  BADGER
2 4 ,  1 ,; 3 E M  THUS 

ROSTHEM 
TRILLIUM 
EAUPHIN.

K d ,  6A NORTHERN GIFT 50 0 1  1 3  
NORTHERN FOAM

To 62. 20 17 30

To 61 02 16 59

'/p

4

To 50 00 22 00 19

To 42 59 13  29 
th en ce  39 01 13 10

01

To 47 30- 59 01

39 0 1  19 - .59 6-4

TO 46 00 14 00

135CA/9
V . C .N .S ,
A ,G *N ,3 ,(H )  
A .Q .N ,S .(F )  (2 )  
A .G .N .3 .(T )
N ,A , 1 s t  3«L« 
Oapt, Pim 
B „0 ,D .(H ) (2 )  
D .0 .D ,(F )  (2 )  
Duty O apt. (2 )  
U .3 .N .
D.A/3.W.
Hd, o f  M, 
D » E ,I .G » (2 )
I .P *  ( 2 )
W. E*

D . T.D(M)
E, T ,E (3 )
A*T.E^uj 
B.He3 ,
Ad, 31 d o  (2 )  
Adc Rarnooy ( 4 )

L

Advance copy Duty G aut, D .0 ,D ,(H )  
D .T .D .
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0MOST SECRET 

From F.O.S.

1607A/9th December
Date 9/13/42 Reed. 1654

Addressed Admiraltye

T  T\, 
. L i  \

Positions of Submarines at 0800At10th December and Movements for the following 24 hours:-
(a) TUNA on patrol in vicinity 45 degs. 00W.002 Tegs. 
30'W. iff
(b) THRASHER in position 44 degs. 14’ 015 degs. 17' dived by day towards 49 degs. ICR 013 degs. 19s speed 160 miles per day.

,ted position at 0150 At lit h December(c) P.221 anticipated pos45 degs. 01' 013 clegs. 15’ from Southward dived by day towards 49 degs. 10’ 013 degs. 19’ speed 160 miles per 
day.
(d) P.615 escorted by LA CAPRICIEUSE leaves Campbeltown1200/10th December by standard route towards position 180 degs. Lizard 5 miles speed 10 knots.
(e) 0.15 escorted by PRESTON NORTH END loaves Dundee1500A/10th December by standard routes for Scapa Flow ostimatod time of arrival 0900VHth December.

♦  (f) 'U.S.S. GURNARD in zono K.505.
1S07A/9.

Advance copios Durey CaptainD.O.D.(H)
A.C.N.S.(H) N.A. 1st S.L. Captain Pim D.OJ). (H) (2) D.O.D. (F)(2) D.T.D.(M) D.D.O.D.(M)

Duty Captain (2) D.D.I.C.(2)D. of Plans (2) D.A./S.W.Hoad of M.
VMT.I.P. (2)
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Operations - Contd.
Patrols. Tonight ST. ALBANS to anchor at St. Helens at

immediate notice. G H A $ 6 E W & 41 (S.O.), 5, 10 
patrolling south of E.A5 Buoy if weather permit 

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1303A/9 to Capt. D.l.)
M.Ls 347 and 297 will patrol weather permitting on line St. 
Catherines Point, 50° 20’ N. 01° 35’ W., 50° 20’ N. 02° 20’ W. 
Kimmeridge Bay. My 1303/9 refers.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1615A/9 to D.l.)

Interception A heavily-armed enemy merchant ship, possibly 
of Enemy m/v . escorted by two Torpedo Boats and some M-Class 

minesweepers, is expected to pass the Dover 
Straits westwards during next few days.

A striking force of three M.G.Bs and 3 M.T.Bs is being sailed 
to Newhaven as soon as weather moderates.
This is to be kept at immediate notice during dark hours. 
Orders to sail will be given by C. in C. Arrangements are to 
be made to keep Force immediately informed of relevant intelli 
ence received from Dover.
C. in C. Portsmouth, 1755A/9 to N.O.I.C. Newhaven.)

/ t i  ~  /  >f.'3x
ANTARKTIS. My 1751/9 (? 1759A intended). Ship identified

as ANTARKTIS which left Ferrol 0001/9.
' < % y  1618/9. Cancel last paragraph.

(F.O.S., 2119a/ 9 to S/Ms.)
*  rtTT. ̂  >f. ̂  .
Exercises.
C. in C. Rosyth’s 1820/8. Concur.
R.A.(d ) is requested to detail escort of 3 
destroyers.
(C. in C. H.F., 1254A/9.)

Allied Air Activity.
Result of attack on merchant vessel of 5000 
tons: 1 hit observed. In position 62° 42’ N.
6° 30’ E.
(A/C C6CG, 1345/9 to 18 Group.)

P.C.S. of 4 merchant vessels 62° 42’ N. 6° 30’ E., 180°
8 knots.
(A/C C6CG, 1350/9 to 18 Group.)

V> '

MALAYA.

Attack 
on M/V.

Enemy Air Activity.
Murmansk Persistent small scale air raid from 1600C/8 to
bombed. 0730C/9. (3 corrupt groups) on town but

comparatively small damage. No damage to 
(? British) ships or personnel but EMPIRE SCOTT 

definitely target and narrowly missed by 5 sticks of bombs. 
(N.O.I.C. Murmansk, 1043A/9.)
Murmansk raided last (? night) by succession of single 

aircraft. Some damage in town and to Russian shipping. No
British casualties or damage.,
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 1922A/9.) /Enemy ...
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Enemy Air Activity - Contd.
Enemy Air Reliable source quotes message sent to all German
Instructions. Air Force Units by Inspector of Fighters, German 

Air Force as follows "In the Channel Area attacks 
on 4-engine aircraft have proved best when made 

head-on from below. I recommend that you imitate them".
(Air Ministry, 1750Z/9 to Air Commands.)

Mining.
Selsey. One magnetic mine red detonated by LL in approx.

144° 2.9 miles from Selsey Bill House. Details. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 1800A/9 and 2150A/9.)

Enemy Intelligence.
TIRPITZ. B.2 report dated 6th December, states TIRPITZ

and SS. STAVANGERC.KrORD are in Lo Fiord. The 
latter is a depot ship for workmen. TIRPITZ 

is undergoing major repairs. 100-ton crane alongside.
Comment. Photographs of Lo Fiord on 2nd December showed TIRPITZ 

STAVANGERC.FJORD,and other vessel which was probably t&e reoair* 
ship HUASCARAN.
(D.D.I.C., 1317A/9.)

Trondheim My 1819A/7. According to S edish Press, Sea
area. Defence Commandant Trondheim has declared all

harbours in his command closed from one hour 
before sunset to one hour after sunrise and 

issued following instructions for entering Trondheim:-
(a) Unescorted vessels over 300 tons must report their arrival 
off Trondheim to the Harbour Captain through the naval signal 
station on Garten Island.
(b) Vessels must remain on the line Hysnes - Selven until given 
permission to proceed.
2. Bodo has also been closed during darkness by the Harbour 
Captain.
(D.N.I., 1702A/9 to A.C.O.S., F.O.S.) •

Enemy An aircraft of 19 Group reported on landing that
Tanker. a tanker escorted by 7 torpedo boats was sighted

at 1220/9 in 043° 45' N. 007° 08' W., steering 
090°, estimated speed 9 knots.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1759A/9 to F.O.S.)

German Tanker ANTARKTIS left Ferrol 0001/9. 
(D.D.I.C., 2115A/9.)
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U-Boats.
U-Boats Am over enemy submarine in 43° 45' N. 07° 08
reported. Submarine was first sighted on course 090°,

speed 9 knots.
(A/C M6DN, 1220/9 to 19 Group.)

A.M. 1239A/9. Presence of U-Boats near and ahead of H.X. 
as appreciated in A.M. 1438A/9 confirmed by nearly 20 trans
missions between 1052Z and 1555Z.
(D.D.I.O., 1816a/ 9 to Escorts H.X. 217.)

’ W.

217

Casualties and Defects.
CYGNET. CYGNET grounded Calve Island, Tobermory 0830.

Efforts to tow off this tide failed. Opinion 
is to send tuar. Request second tug if available. 

(Cdre. WESTERN ISLES, 0947/9 to C. in C. W.A.)
CYGNET refloated. Rudder out of action, port engine undamaged. 
Starboard propeller all blades one third chipped off.
(Cdre. WSTERN ISLES, 1823A/9.)

PRIAM. Following received from SS. PRIAM 047° 34' N.
030° 00' W. Request escort. Number 2 hatch 
stove in. 10 feet water in hold. Advise port 
refuge.

(Burnham Radio, 1010 G.M.T./9 to C. in C. W.A.)
Following from PRIAM begins. My 1010/9. Running before 
wind, steering 045°, 17 knots. Weather moderating. May 
effect repairs before dark.
(Burnham Radio, 1128/9.)

JSD. JED delayed by engine defects. E.T.D. is now
p.ra. 12th.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 1024A/9.)

SHARPSHOOTER. When will SHARPSHOOTER be ready to sail for U.K.
(C. in C. H.F. , 1032a/ 9 to A.C.I.C.)

LOUISBflRG. While lying alongside LOUISBflRG was rammed by 
BIDEFORD and has sustained considerable 
structural damage. LOUISBflRG is being taken in 
hand for repairs at Belfast.
(Cdre. Londonderry, 1051A/9.)

ADHERENT. My 1719/8. Floating dock will be ready to
receive ADHERENT p.m. 11th. Request vessel may 
be brought to Rosyth on Friday morning.
(A.S. Rosyth, 1051/9 to N.O.I.C. Methil.)

/Landing ..
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Casualties and Defects - Contd.

Landing 
Craft from 
Operation 
"Torch" .

ABIGAIL
damaged.

A.M. 1556/16/11. ENNERDALE. Craft returned 
ex 81st Flotilla L.C.M.(1) 151, 154, 160, 163, 
164, 168. 82nd Flotilla L.C.M.(1) 171, 229, all 
damaged,over 14 days.
(S.O.A.S.C., 1616A/9 to Admty.)

/ C  oh £TV,.. ^
5-JBENRE0CH collided with ABIGAIL in Leith Docks 

on 7th December. H.M. Ship was moored alongside 
and was damaged, but not extensively.
(N.O.I.C. Leith, 1710/9.)

LADY OF 
MANN.

Shipping and Convoys.

My 1246A/8th. Sailed WRESTLER escorting LADY 
OF MANN.
(N.O.I.C. Belfast, 0145A/9 to N.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

ANDES. Your 1127/5. ANDES will embark approximately
2500 personnel in Glasgow on 17th December and 
sail 18th December.
(D.S.T. , 0314A/9.)

P.W.D. 260. Postponed owing to weather.
(N.C.S.O. Plymouth, 0845/9.)
Convoy and escorts are to enter Plymouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth 1137/9 to Escorts P.W.260.)

Scuttling It has been decided that scuttling charges
of M/Vs. should only be fitted to British managed

merchant ships when sailing in operational 
convoys (e.g. Malta convoys) in areas where 
our control of sea communications is slender.

2. In other cases ships should scuttle themselves by smashing 
inlet pipes etc. in accordance with C.A.M.S.I. 212/42 in course 
of distribution.
3. Instructions for fitting scuttling charges in ships mentioned 
in para, 1 are being promulgated in C.A.F.O. 2518/42.
(A.C.N.S.(T^, 1013A/9, 1241A/11.)

Convoy H.X.217, 
CHARLES L.D. 
(British,
5273 tons) 
sunk.

CHARLES L.D. torpedoed and sunk at 0815Z/9.
Rescue ship standing by.
Several U-Boats still in contact with convoy.
H.X. 217 P.C.S. at 1000Z/9, 58° 59’ N. 29° 14’ W., 
090% 9.

ROSE ROSE reports condenser damaged and after compart-
damaged. ments leaking badly. Will require docking.

Weather 4678 5676.
(S.O. Mid-Ocean Escort, 1025Z/9 to C. in C. W.A.) 

12 survivors picked up. Intend altering course 
direct for position (v) at 1930Z.
(C.T.U. 24.1.4, 1237Z/9 to C. in C. W.A.)

A 3 '/'
My 1025Z/9.

/U.R.53 • • •
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
U.R. 53. Estimate you may meet U.R. 53 at about 0001A/10.

(C. in C. W. A. , 1106A/9 to FURY.)

A.T. 30 
(QUEEN MARY)

Admiralty 1747/3. As only destroyers available 
are two '’Esses" and two destroyers working up,
I do not intend to provide escort.
(C. in 0. W.A. , 1116a/9 to Admty.)

Tankers in 
O.N. and 
O.N.S. 
Convoys.

All tankers in O.N.153 and all subsequent o.N. 
and O.N.S. convoys are to be given approach 
routes for Bermuda and for Norfolk (Virginia) 
Charleston, Guantanamo, Key West, Corpus Christi, 
Galveston, Port Arthur, New Orleans, Mobile and 
Tampa in accordance with M.A.C.R.I.
(D.T.D., 1206a/ 9 to C. in C. W.A.)

K.M.F. 5. SCIMITAR is to escort Liverpool portion from Bar
Light Vessel at 1430A/11 to R/v with Clyde 
portion 270° Oversay 6 miles at 1400Z/12. 

SCIMITAR to Londonderry on completion.
(C. in C. W.A., 1221A/9.)
Intend to sail SCIMITAR escorting EMPRESS OP CANADA, DUCHESS 
OP RICHMOND, DUCHESS OP YORK, ZOELLA LYKES, EXIRIA, IRENE 
DUPONT, EMPIRE PRIDE 1330Z/11 for R/V 270° Oversay 6 miles. 
E.T.A. 1400Z/12.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool, 1508A/9.)

O.N. 151. Convoy scattered. Heavy gale. 15 stragglers plus
DAHLIA, BORAGE. Expect corvette and 6 ships to 
rejoin soon. Suggest have not received new route. Name will follow.

(WATCHMAN, 1250Z/9 to Admty.)
Your 1250Z/9. Report situation including P.C.S., weather report, 
and proposed R/Vs to be broadcast to stragglers. Prefix your 
reply "Immediate" and address it to A.I.G. 303.
(C. in C. W.A., 1624Z/9 to Escorts O.N. 151.)

P.W. 260, 
W.P. 261, 
W.P. 262.

P.W.260 has been ordered into Plymouth on account 
of weather and is to be sailed at 0900/10.
2. W.P.261 sailing from Bristol Channel ports has 
been delayed by weather and is to be sailed a.m. 
tomorrow Thursday.
3. W.P.262 will be delayed 24 hours.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1311A/9.)

^TW.S. 25. 
TAR I PA. A.M. 1328/5. SS. TARIFA speed 14^ knots 

destination India with important service cargo 
is to join convoy W.S. 25 sailing from Liverpool. 
(D.0.D.(H;, 1516A/9.)

/W.S. 26P
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.

W.S. 26P. MARNIX VAN ST. ALDEGONDE will not now be
included in convoy W.S. 26P.
(D.S.T., 1552A/9.)

WINCHESTER CASTLE will not now be included in convoy W.S. 26P. 
(D.S.T., 1553A/9.)

B.B., H.M. To facilitate quick turn-round of shipping, and
Convoys and having regard to times of docking at Bristol
independents. Channel ports, cancel my 1459/17/3, 1109/18/3, 

1849/24/9 and 1918/14/10.
2. B.B. convoys are to be sailed as soon as 

practicable after the Commodore has been embarked.
3. H.M. Convoys are to be sailed as soon as practicable daily.
4. Independent ships over 15 knots are to be sailed at all 
practicable times.
5. Southbound ships from Mersey Ports are to be sailed to 
Holyhead for onward routeing in H.M. convoys as at present.
6. In the event of ships destined for W.P. convoys being unable 
to enter Milford Haven, P.O.I.C. Milford Haven is to divert 
such ships to Swansea.
7. Attention is also called to para. 2 of my 1248/10/7.
8. C.B. 0423 (5) (Atlantic convoy instructions) article 435 
para. 8 and para. 9 (a ) and (B) now being distributed are 
cancelled.
(C. in C. W.A., 1616A/9.)

Zigzagging. In order to provide for clear nights, especially 
in the tropics, on which there may be no moon, 
merchant ships of 10 knots and over proceeding 

independently are in future to zigzag by day and night, except 
in heavy weather or low visibility, when in those areas in which 
ships are ordered to zigzag.
2. C.A. M.S.I. 176/42, in course of distribution, will be amended. 
(D.T.D . t  1752A/9 to A. I.G. 11.)

K.M.S. 5. Clyde arrival LONDONDERRY S.O., ALGOMA, PRESCOTT,
MOOSEJAW, KITCHENER, CALGARY, LULWORTH, REGINA, 
WOODSTOCK.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 1834A/9.)

W.S. 25. My 1328/5.
h + j f t , 1 • Cancel para. 10.

'2. SS. HIGHLAND BRIGADE will not now be required 
to embark U.S. Technicians at Clyde and should be sailed with 
Bristol Channel portion to R/V.
(D.O.D^H.), 1903A/9.)

O.N.S.152. Milford Haven, Liverpool sections are to proceed
to Altacarry R/V. C.T.U. 24.7 is requested to 
sail one corvette to r/v  Loch Ewe section in 180° 

Barra Head 10 miles at 1500A/10 and Escort Ship to Commodores 
R/V for noon 11th.
(C. in C. W.A., 2131Z/9 toBODO, KINGSTON BERYL, HELIER II.)

0.N.S.C.152. Clyde portion failed to sail. Weather bound.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 2310/9 to A.I.G. 191.)
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Force X.
K.M.F.4 Delays due to weather and defects have led to 

VOLENDAM, LLANSTEPHAN CASTLE, TEGSLBERG and 
possibly MALOJA missing K.M.F.4.

I am therefore retaining ROTHER and SPEY at Gibraltar as nucleus 
of ocean escort of these ships to U.K. to be reinforced as 
necessary from Gibraltar Escort Force to P.L.E. Expect to 
sail these ships to pass Gibraltar about 14th Dec. Further 
signal will be made.
(N.C.X.F. 1231A/9 to Admty. (r ) G. in 0. W.F., V.A. Gibraltar.)

Bad route instructions given in U.K. led to the following 
errors in destination of K.M.F.4. MONARCH OF BERMUDA and 
DERBYSHIRE went to Gibraltar instead of Oran. DUCHESS OF 
BEDFORD arrived Algiers instead of Oran (instructions of 
N.C.S.O. Mersey) OTRANTO who stopped at Gibraltar with defects, 
had route orders for Algiers instead of Oran.
(ii) These errors made a heavy call on additional escort to 
correct mistake.
(iii) Request you will investigate.

(N.C.X.F. 1233A/9 to Admty.)

Attacks No written reports of R.A.F. aircraft attacks
have been received except in the case of 6 
attacks by Gibraltar based aircraft. It is 
requested that unless other instructions have 
been given these reports may be forwarded to 
Admty. (D.A/S.W.), Air Ministry, (D.D.A.T.) 
H.Q.C.C.
(D.A/S.W 1335A/9 to N.C.X.F.)

2. It is requested that a Commander R.N. be appointed as Senior 
Officer Landing Craft (S.O.L.C) together with appropiate main
tenance and base personnel.
3. It is intended to establish a landing craft base in North 
Africa as independent command under S.O.L.C. administered by 
Commodore F.
4. It is proposed that following British assault shipping should 
be based in Western Mediterranean
(A) QUEEN EMMA, PRINSES BEATRIX.
(B) ROYAL ULSTERMAN, ROYAL SCOTMAN, until Tunisia is occupied.
(C) Two Landing Ships Gantry.
(D) 16 L.S.T. Mark 2.
5. If the above proposals are approved further proposals for 
implementing the decisions will be made.
(N.C.X.F. 2001A/9 to Admty. (r ) V.A. Gibraltar, C.C.O. Cdre. 
Algiers, F.O.I.S.)

on U/Bs. on U-boats after 11th November in your area

Landing
Craft.

1. Is considered that following British landing 
craft should be based on North Africa in addition 
to those embarked in assault shipping.

L.C.P.18. (B) L.C.A.18. (C) L.C.M.18.
L.C.T.6 increasing to 24 when weather permits 

reinforcement. (E) L.C.I.40. (f ) L.C.S.3.

/M.K.S.3 (Y) ...
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1709/9 til December.
HOST SRCRST. MB33A03. • _ . . _

D 9. "I/O * 10» 12. m

From, Agwar Washingt on.
Rood, 0445,

Addressed. U3F0R Lond on*

Reference No, R ,4030,

In te r io r  Addresses, FOR, Sisenhower, Freedom .(ALgierSc
- FROM.The Combinod.Chiefs o f S ta f f ,

Washington,
C ite: F;u 30-5.

Acting thr )ugh tho Committee of the Combined Boards in 
Washington, certain c iv i l  departments of tho U ,3, and U.K, 
have prepared, tho follow ing comments and recommendations 
which they wish to have the proposed American Mission to 
Dakar discuss with the appropriate o f f ic ia ls  of French West 
A fric a . ~'They are furnished fo r  the information of the 
C iv il A f fa ir s  deotion of your staff.:

"1 -  C iv il  and eoonomio matters pertaining to N orth and 
West A fr ica  which do not a ffec t  m ilita ry  operations are being 
dealt with by appropriate U.3, and U.K. C iv il Departments 
which co llaborate  with the State Department through machinery 
which brings together the Socecutive Secretaries of the Combined 
Shipping Adjustment Board, The Combined Raw M aterials Board,
The Combined production and'Resources Board,- and the Combined 
Food Board in Washington, Certain 'telegram s dealing with tho 
eoon.mic and shipping issues, regarding North A fr ic a  have been 
sent through this machinery. For Example see FAN 20-3.

, 2 — In order to avoid 'w astefu l .use. of shipping and to
achieve the economical and coherent purchase of fobd products 
and raw m aterials i t  is  essen tia l thht there should be tho 
olosest coordination between the U3 iand B rit ish  C iv i l  
Authorities of the economic and financia l arrangement 
a ffectin g  French West A fr ic a , V

0  the OPRB
For those reasons the C3A3, 

are anxious that:
tho CFB, the CRMB and

(a )  No long term engagements should bo entered in to  
with FWA in respeot of the vise of French merchant shipping, 
the purchase of foodstu ffs , or raw m ateria ls , or the supply

•  of products to FWA without p r io r  reference to the 3tato 
Department and the Secretariat o f these combined boards.

. . . . ( b ) ^ a t  tAa long tonn arrangements to be made fo r  
obtaining irom and getting supplies to FWA should bo f it te d  

suFply arrangements already made fo r  the B r it ish . ”  
Fighting French, and 'Belgian T e rrito rie s  in  West A fr ic a : which 
arrangements aro now coordinated at ACCRA by tho West Afrloan

a?a in  Lond:>n a corresponding committee, 
subSormfitteJ aI>°  ^Lpoa^y' ;}oint Amorioan B r it ish  committees or

' By th e/ .,,



I I I

\ •. \

-  2 -

By the adopti ;n of (b ) above you w ill  approaia|^ 
that in future a ll supply arrangements for FWA would thusW  
become coordinated in the 3 centers where action is to be 
taken.

4 .. Shipping raises 2 problems, (1 ) the arrangement^ 
fo r dealing with the vessels now in FWA ports* Briefly  
the policy ahould bo to insure that these vessels sa il for 
the area as soon as possible but that no long term 
engagements as to their employment or thoir terms of
ope rati on should bo made at this stage. (2) Long term
arrangements with the object of making the vessels available
fo r  3orvioo in the general pool o f tonnage controlled by
the United Nations should bo made under the direction of the
G3AB who W ill be guided by a due regard for a l l  po litica l
o >ns id orations. (3oe telegrams numbers PM 20-4, 20-3, 20-8)* '
(3 ) The arrangements for providing shipping services to and
from the area. These w ill of course be coordinated by the
03A3 in line with the arrangements in 3(b).

5 — Tiie CAT© has decided to allooato a ll  rubber ai*d 
Kapcfc to the UK and a ll 3isal to the U3A and for your 
guidance a telegram embodying this recommendation of the 
OHr© w ill  also be sent you very shortly.

3 -  The LIB is  discussing the extension of the
between the UK and U3 Governments 

(under which the 3ritiah Ministry of Pood are responsible fo r
+?1AI,°r)aS* '.J£ a11 te stab le  oils and oilseeds f  or the 4

^rf-oan, Belgian and Fighting French Territories) 
purchase of oils and oilseeds in FlVA also. For

too that my oroiderable part of
0Jaelst moatly poanuts'

Frendh7vveatL/aJ ^  about the rate of exchange inFrench vVest A frica are exp licated, owing to the fact that a

S S o a \ o a!ho ̂ o K L f T s t n f ^ l  ° ^ d to riing^ ( a^iely I44& J

owxm a sasxjfz susx&asr
1702/9

Aooeivod in War Registry 1943/1.1,

i

1st Lord 
1st 3 .L .(2 ).  
D.F.3.L.
"V * 0 K'l • 2 •
A.0JI.3,(T ) .
a.o#n.3*(h) -
A .0.11,3. (F )(2 ).  
P .A .3 . ( 3 ) .  1
P .A .3 . ( 0 ) .  
D .0 .L .(H )(2 ). i),N,

“ (2 ). i>.

1* &t illin g  9. Economic wiBli
Section, G—2

‘are

D. O.jj, (f 
?• o f  P . (3 ) , ' 
B. of P. (Q ). .B.L

D.E

20 Mr. Hudson
3. Mr. Workman .10. c-4
4. Mr. Brunt 11. G -l, ETO
5* A. Rum bold 13. C ivil A ffa irs ,
6,. Mr. Bruoe Lockhart btc/
r fSZk ??oobs- 13* Civil A ffairst  

1 .(4 ). 8* Admiralty. AFHQ,
of L.D, AG, Rec ords.

W.D, 15• 3T0 Trans.OffiLpjjr.
I.P .

or l .b , 
'•I.0 .(2 ).. 
!.W«h.( 3 ),.
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Force X - contd.
M.K.S.3 (Y). My 1905/6th. M.K.S.3 (Y) sailed 5 hours late.

VETCH S.O. of escort. Oran section R/V in 
{  />■ 2 > / 0  position 17 at 1700A/I0th. Gibraltar Section

I R/V in 035° 56' N. 006° 24’ W. at 0900A/12th. •
N.O.I.C. Oran is requested to sail French 
AGEN to U.K. in the convoy.
(N.C.X.F. 2107A/9 to V.A. Gib. N.O.I.C. Oran
(R) Cradre. Algiers, A.O.C. Gibraltar, Capt.
(S) 8, VETCH.)

*
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North A tlan tic ,

P.221. Your 1548/8 to S. 8 . (W.R.Note A.M. 1548/8 
was orig in ia ted  hy W.R. requesting repetition  
o f corrupt positions o f S.$s 1154/5. 
concerning s a ilin g  o f P. 221. Following message 

corrects para 1 and 3 ) .
1 .Sh ifting  W/T Watch at that time and thence as ordered by 
F.O.S.
2. S.P.2s carried , etc.
3. W/T Watch on home station S 2/42 tab le two (th re e ), (fou r)
P 0 s
(V .A .G ibraltar 0001A/9 to Admty).

Following is  a repetition  o f my 1106A/6 (begins) 
Addressed Admty (R) N.G.X.F., V.C.N.A., F .O .S ., G. in G. 
Plymouth, and Portsmouth,S.3., S.5. from S .8 .
Intend to s a il  221 painted dark blue p.m. 7th fo r  U.K. 
passing 43.01 N. 12.12 W. at 0030A/11 sh ift in g  W/T Watch at 
that time, thence as ordered by F.O.S.
2. S .P.s carried 02319 (32) and (33) 02466 Series and 02467 
3 0pjL © s •
3. W/T watch on N.A.Stn. S 1/42 Section N.A.Table two. ( l )  
Line 10 W/T Watch on home station S2/42. Table 2 (3 ).

(S .8 . 0842A/9 to Admty (R) N.C.X.F. e tc ).

Search fo r  
CERAMIC.

t

Your 1934/8th, Portuguese destroyer DAO now 
at Horta w i l l  carry out search.
(N.A.Lisbon 0031/9 to Admiralty. FERVENT, V.A. 
G ib ra lta r ).

A ir  Report. Op.Summary fo r  24 hours ended midnight.
December 8th. U/Boat sightings and attacks 
Wellington R.179 at 2201 or 2210 8th December.

In LAXP or NHXP 5509, 55.35 N. 00.51 W. picked up and illum in
ated U/B on surface. Attacked from starboard beam 4 DCs 
dropoed ahead and on edge o f sw irl. 12 secs la te r  U/B submerged 
a l l  DCs exploded, no resu lts seen. No E/A sightings or combats 
(H.Q.R.A.f CGib.0850Z/9).

SPEY,
ROTHER,
SENNEN,
GLARE.

Proceed at "best speed. Report E.T.A. Gi*b. 
forthwith,SENNEN report i f  endurance rendezvous
ing convoy 036° N. 007° W and return to U.K. 
without re fu e llin g .
(F.O.C.Gib. 1001A/9 to SPEY, ROTHER, SENNEN, 
CLARE (R) N.G.X.F. C. in G.W.A.).

Convoys fo r  My l 6 lO/8th Fast convoy "Indeterm inate". Your 
America. 19^>9A/8th (N.T. in W.D.). G.U.S.2. speed 9

about December 20th w il l  advise date when 
progress unloading permits. V .A .G ibraltar 

pass to Admiralty and Admiralty pass to Cinclant and N.O.I.C .

(S.N.O. Casablanca 1017Z/9 to V.A.Gib, (R) N .C.X.t,C. in C. 
A.F. F.O. C.W.A. Adm iralty). Passing action being taken by 
W.R.) .

Movements. Sailed 0940 EXE fo r  Oran. E.T.A. 0015/lOth.
Q.B.A. message 11.
(V.A.Gib.1041A/9 to F.O.I.C.Oran, N .C .X .F .).

/ A rr iv a ls ...•
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Movements
Contd.

SALVESTOR 
(Salvage 
Ship).

North Atlantic - Contd.

Arrivals ex M.K.S.3.X.ROCHESTER, LEITH, ERNE, 
SCARBOROUGH, STORK, AZALEA, PENTSTEMON, 
IMPERIALIST.
(F.O.C.Gibraltar 1222/9 to N.C.X.F.Cdre Algiers, 
F.O.I.C.Oran.(R) Admty).

.Your 1927/8. Request information why SALVESTOR 
is being sailed to Casablanca.
(N.C.X.F. 1115A/9 to V.A.Gib. (R) S.N.O.C.A. 
Admiralty).

CAUDEBEC. Your 1927/A/8. Can accept CAUDEBEC. May be
delayed unloading.
(S.N.O. Casablanca Area. 1120Z/9 to V.A.Gib, 
(R) Admty, N.C.X.F.).

QUICKMATCH. Request you will sail QUICKMATCH and REDOUBT 
REDOUBT. to U.K. forthwith.
y . a 3, . * 4  (N.C.X.F. 1127A/9 to F.O.C.Gib. (R) Admty

' C. in C.W.A.).
Intend to sail QUICKMATCH and REDOUBT for 

Clyde at 1830/9th routed through (A) ^6.30, 10.01 
(B) 39.01, 15.01. (C) 1*3-01 15.01 S. of A. 20 knots.
2. C. in C.W.A. is requested signal onward route.

(V.A.Gib. 1802A/9 to Admty,C. in C.W.A.(R) N.C.X.F.,
N.0.I.C.Greenock).

CHARYBDIS. 
1 —  /> 'x.&Z

Your 1156/ 8th.(N.T. in W.D.) CHARYBDIS is to 
remain at Gibraltar until arrival of BULOLO 
in K.M.F.l*. She will then be required to sail 
for U.K., R.A.Burrough taking passage. 
(N.C.X.F. II36A/9 to 8.0.Force H.(R) V.A.Gib. 
C.S.1 2 ).

ANTARKTIS German Tanker ANTARKTIS left Ferrol 0001/9th.
l>h (Guyatt Corunna 111*5/9 to Admty,(R) S.0.(l
r/ < / Gibraltar B.N.A.Madrid).
Reported German Tanker ANTARKTIS left Ferrol 0001/9th. 

(Description).
(V.A.Gibraltar 23J+OA/9 to S. and A.N.A. (R) Admty).

ENTERPRISE ENTERPRISE left Ponta Delgada 11*00 G.M.T.9th.
(Search for (N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 1218/9 to S.O.(l) Gib, 
CERAMIC and (r ) Admty).
PETER MAERSK). ENTERPRISE 01*1.13, 021*.55 Oil*. 19.

k i- Situation at 2002A/9th.
*/> 3 ,/ P  (F.O.C.N.A. 1332A/9 to A.I.G.61*).

' My 0805/9th}i= Arrived off Ponta Delgada at 0900Z/8th, but 
was not allowed to enter until l800Z/8th as berth was not 
vacant. Proceeding at 1300Z/9th. E.T.A.position of search 
daylight 11th Dec. In abisence of orders to contrary, intend to 
search until dark Dec.11th and then proceed for U.K. S. of A.
16 knots. Estimated fuel remaining on arrival 15 per cent.
No chart of U.S.Strategic Zone held.
(ENTERPRISE 1531Z/9 to Admty (R)V.A.Gib.B.N.A.Lisbon, Connav) 
*Admty*s message intended:- Search for survivors from CERAMIC
and PETER MAERSK.(See America & West Indies). .

/  G R -^T  r1/# • • •
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CRETE. My 120U/5.(German controlled Danish S.S.ORETE

expected Cartagena 5th December leaving evening 
6th for Marseilles).

Sailing from Cartagena delayed until evening 9th December. 
(S.O.(I) Gib.l238A/9 to S.O.(l) X.F., S.O.(l) Malta).

NORDFELS, December 9th, Telegram 188. German 62(NORDFELS)
MONBALDO. 60(M0NBALD0) for France about midnight 8th.

(Consul Bilbao 1255/9th to Admty).

AMARYLIS Portuguese sloop GONCALVES ZARCO picked up on
(Sunk 2nd Dec.) 8th six survivors froi#Greek Ship AMARYLIS*

in 028.lij., S. 033.2i+ East and is taking them to 
Lobito. Latter was sunk on 2nd. Admiralty 
nlease inform Africa station. , 0
(n .A.Lisbon 1258/9 to Admty) .*

i.» ^ 6 .2̂ . ̂

U/B Am over enemy S/M in position j>6.45 N. 0125.W.
Attacked. on surface course 020

(Gib A/C (AUl) Duty S. 1325/9 to Gibraltar M/F
D/P).Enemy S/M has dived

(A/C U/S UAFS 1330/9 to Gib M/F D/F).
Have attacked enemy with depth charges S/M dived on 

course 020° T in 36.^5 N. 01.25 V/.
(A/C C/S UA1 1355/9 to Gibraltar M/F D/F).

POLYDGRUS Your 1958/8th.Ship proceeded Cadiz to Seville
survivors. with men still on board.

Consul Seville reports Civil Authorities have 
instructions to hold at disposal of M.F.A.

Matter being taken up vigorously with M.F.A. and Ambassador 
seeing M.F. A. in person tomorrow. We know Germans are 
strongly urging on Spanish Govt in total war. Merchant Seamen 
of military age should be interned and that Spanish are showing
signs of giving way.Please consult F.0. and request them to telegraph comments 
immediately although H.M. Ambassador will proceed without 
waiting for them.(N.A.Madrid 1355/9 to Admiralty (R) Gibraltar).

Your 1355/9. F.0. have been consulted and are sure H.M.
Ambassador will continue vigorously the line already taken 
with Spaniards on question of Merchant Seamen.
The right of Merchant Seamen survivors under international lav/ 
to be released is beyond dispute and is confirmed by Spanish 
nractice during this war. Even Naval personnel rescued from the 
Sea by a neutral are entitled to be released unless rescued by 
a neutral war-ship. Request report of circumstances in which
these men were picked up.

(Hd. of M. 2230/9 to N.A.Madrid).
Fast Convoy Cinclant llj.28/9. See America & West Indies, 
for U.S.A.

/Ir i s . ..
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1328A/9 December.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE IN

Prom V.A. Gibraltar. Date 9. 12. 42.

Received 2035.
______________  Naval Cypher 5 ( s)  by W/T____________________________ _

Addressed North Atlantic St-'.tion.

IMPORTANT.

Situation report Area X. Situation at 2 001^9 th.

(1) H.M.S. •IHWmm  42 05 12 -Vi through 42 59 13 15 diving by
day 2-g- s a:.facing at night 11 thence 359 degs. ftp

(2) E.M. S/M. P.221,59 50 10 54 diving by day 2% surfacing at
night 11 through 42 59 13 15, tiff

(3) Hospital ship ATLANTIC,42 48 16 13 11 degs 13.
/ w  f t  *  ̂ ^ i«  ■ f j  .  i

(4 ) U.S. MINRON, LA BOUEV* £ French Merchant shipsf 29 01 11 45 
through 28 -10 12 4C thence 222 degs 6-J-, k-*-x J  r

(5) SPEY,BOTHER,SEEEEN, CLARE,45 10 15 29 through 42 59 13 29 thence 
174 degs 10.

( 6) M K S 3. (X).TAY,V7F,AR,K.M,S. ARDROSSAN, H.M. S. DUNBAR,
H.M.S. WORTHING, H.M.S. JONQUIL, H.M.S. COREOPSIS. LYME REGIS, 
39 09 09 38 through 36 10 10 01 thence 300 degs 7%,

r

(7) Cable ship,I trawler, 28 59 12 47 38 degs 9t>

(8 ) U.S. Destroyers eJ&^JQNES. (one) mercv"nt ship,
34 41 06 36 coastwise to Straits 8, thence merchant ship to 
Gibraltar, destroyers return Casablanca 15. S» . y>. 3 0 /

(9) Hospital ship NE\‘/P0IJNDLAND,36 03 07 16 through 36 18 10 01
thence 316 degs, i j j  . ,3 ^  j

(10) QU10EMAIL'OH, FJT 59 06 01 through 36 30 10 01 and 39 01 15 01
thence 01 degs 25. y

1328A/9.

A.G.N.S. (H). 
A.C.N.S.(P) (2 ). 
A.C.N.S. (T ).
N.A. 1st S.L. 
Capt Pim. 
D.O.D.(H) ( 2 ) .
d. o.d . ( f) (2) .  
D.T.D. (M) 
D.D.O.D.(M). 
Duty Capt. (2 ). 
D .D .I.C .(2 )
D. of Plans (2 ).
d .a/s . vt.
Hd. o f M.

I.P. (2).

Advr.nce copy sent Duty .Oapt* 
D.0.D .(J? ) and D.T.D.

Ad. Ramsey (4 ). 
Ad. Blake (2 ). 
D.M.S.
D.D.O.D. (M) 
D.T.D. (3 ).
D. of P . (2 ).
D. o f  P. (Q). 
D.S.D.
U.S.N.(3 ).
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IRIS V,A,Gibraltar pass to N.O.X.F.
(French Spanish M. of M. states in writing French S/M
S/m ). IRIS is interned in Barcelona but that there are

no facilities there for internment and that they 
propose moving her to Port Sollen in tow and 

without full crew.
They ask if H.M.G, has any objection. Believe same question 
has been put to Axis Naval Authorities,
In view of unsatisfactory results obtained in connection with 
Axis submarines in Spanish ports submit some advantages might 
be obtained in exchange for consent.
(N.A.Madrid 1650/9 to Admiralty (R) Y.A.Malta, V.A.Gibraltar).

M.F.Vs. Arrival H.M.M.F.Y, 2013 and 2017.
Admiralty pass to N.I.D.(Q).
(V.A.Gib. 163UA/9 to Admty, (R) N.O. X.F., 
0. in 0. Plymouth, N.O.I.0.Falmouth).

L.C.I.(L)s 
B# A# T • s •

Arrivals L.G.I.(L) 6, 97» 161, 162, I63, 210, 
2l.fJ|., B.A.T.6, B.A.T. 10.
(V.A.Gibraltar 1657A/9 to Admty,(R) S.b.N.O. W.A. B. A,D., S.O.(l) Jamaica, Gominch).

OXFORDSHIRE. Intend to sail OXFORDSHIRE for Bougie at 1900/3 
10 routed through 78.82, 76.12 9U.99. S. of A. 
llj. knots.
(V.A.Gib.l652A/9 to N.O.X.F., N.O.I.0.Bougie, 
(R) Admty, Gapt.(S) 8th F., F.O.I.C.Oran).

U.S.Escort 
for Convoy.

HHAAY P
Complying with F.O.G.N.A. proposal*JONES andLfr 

F. HUGHES Escort Convoy to Casablanca sailing 
p.m./lOth.
(S.N.O. Casablanca 1715Z/9 to C.T.F.37* F.O.C. 
N.A., (R) N.C.X.F.(?) U.S.Destroyer JACOB JONES) 

In view of N.O.I.C.Casablanca 1715Z/9th. Gibraltar 
escort will not be sailing. You will be required to sail at 
1700A/10. fi/1/U.ll

(Y.A.Gib.23i4-5A/9 to U.S.S.HILARY P. JONES C*F.HUGHES(R) 
S.N.O. Casablanca Area). /b . 3

NEWFOUNDLAND. Hospital Ship NEWFOUNDLAND sailed 114-00/9th for 
, . o U.K. routed through following positions (all

following position N. and W.J.
b) 36.01,06.01.
c) 36.18,10.01.
E) 50.0l'3i|00 thence as ordered by Admiralty. S.of A. 13 knots 
V.A.Gib.1727/9 to Admty (R) N.C.X.F.).

Casablanca
Convoys.

Your l630/8th. Would the following schedule 
meet your requirements and port capacity? 
U.G.F.3. arrive 23rd December. G.U.Fo sail 

29th December, U.G.S.3.arrive 30th December, G.U.po. sail 
16th January. U.G.F.i arrive 17th January. G.U.F.U sail 2^rd 
January, U.G.S.1+ arrive. 2l|-th January.
(N.C.X.F. 2003A/9 to S.N.O.C.A.(R) Admty, Cominch, V.A.Gib. 
Cinclant).Reply:- 1803/10.
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South A tla n tic .

NIEUW Your 1654/7. Gan date o f sa ilin g  o f  NIEUW
AMSTERDAM. AMSTERDAM, he advanced observing that a ft  el?

carrying out voyages Durban/Suez/Durban/Suez 
she w i l l  probably be required to s a il from 

Suez about 26.1 on a voyage o f approx, one month's duration. 
(D.S.T. 0507A/9 to D.S.T.O.Durban.(R) P.S.T.O.Capetown).

Movements. A rrived CAPETOWN.
(Cdre i/c Durban 0752C/9, to Admty e tc ).

SVEND FOYN. 
escort.

Movements.

Your 2211A/8. Anticipate 1 corvette w i l l  be 
3.V311 Sl"b 10
(F.O.C.W.A. 1121Z/9 to Admty).

9th QUEEN OF BERMUDA.
(C. in C.S.A. 1125C/9th to Admty e tc ).

EMPRESS OF Sailed 9th December fo r  New York (?E .T .A .) 28th 
SCOTLAND. December personnel on board.

(D.S.T.O.Durban 1239Z/9th to D .S .T .) .

D.(?N) contingent expect to s a i l  1100Z/(?llth) 
escorted by JASMINE and GENISTA. Speed 10 knots. 
Consists o f 4 ships, HONG 3IAN& to K ilin d in i.

-#■(?ELLINGTON) to Diego Suarez escorted to 021.01 S. 041.45 E. 
NIDUNEPURA to Karachi, and CLAM MA CP HER SON, Colombo, w i l l  leave 
convoy 3 (?28°) 25 South 042.10 E.
(N.C.S.O, Durban 1452Z/9 to Admty e tc ).  „

*  To Ji-oJA c — * *  rii&A&Jt " / '*  -/>
A/S trawlers B.N.L.0. W.A.F's 1315/7(MAGNOLIA, NORTHERN DAWN, 
Tugs. COVENTRY CITY, and others, and tugs EMPIRE PAT

and EMPIRE SAM towing crane L igh te rs ).
Suggest tugs be re fu e lled  at Lobito.
(C. in C.S.A. 1436C/9 to R.A.W.A.(R) Admty 
B.N.L.0.?/. A. ) .

Convoy,
l.N.i,

Ita lia n  Following fo r  (?from) S.B.N.O. ARCOLA ( Begins)
Repatriations. Have evidence Ita lian s  wish to delay sa ilin g  

o f Tankers and to re jo in  in Las Palmas. No 
essen tia l repair necessary to*TAIGETE fo r  
sa fe ty  in navigation to my knowledge (Ends). 
(N.C.S.O. St.Vincent (Cape Verde) 1500/9 to 
Admty ) .  ^ P ■ #

ARCOLA completes discharge on 11th Dec. 
Request orders fo r  onward route be passed 
N.C.S.O. St.Vincent C.V.

• (F.O.C.W.A. 1717Z/9 to Admty).

/S.T.4 6 . .••
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From: ~ R.A. West A fr ic a ,

. N. CIPHER. M BY W^ 

Addres s ed: -  A, I . G. 150,

D ate . 9 / l2 / i3 *  
Reed, 1520,

BTOTANT.

u_TTnT om" / r̂ IG EXPLORER,*OAH) WARWICK/LE TIGER,
07DIv! S T 46’off Freetown to™  h.m s a x .
289 10.7 IU ‘l J s ^ ' 9 t f , ~ § ^ l & e 07D ' ^ 23 j b t ^ S £ » t a ,  
esoornagO S *  07 26 to  03 39 07 4s'*hones 301 ’
J f c j ^ / r r^ n̂ e s ’oSoortiWS about 03 50 04 15 090 Atfis 
np '^^V ®  G? ^ / * sp 5ELA POLARIS, escorting about 05 42 02 
2®.E:f J. LnS°^A1°* H*M*S* ASTURIAS, H.M.S. CYCLAMEN,on
g t ^ h e t w e ^ a  00 28 South 21 (?57) and o l 17 18 21 
^ . S . ^  l ic d  Naval t t i i t s>on p a tro l bot\vcen 00 35 South 27 45 and 01 35 23 10 12.5

*■ *

11553/9,V.C.N, S,
a . c . n . s . ( h) .
A .C .N .S .(F )(2 ). 
A.C.N.S. (T). 
N .A .ls t  S.L, 
Capt.Pln„
D.O.D. (HVR).
D.O.D. (f ) (2 ) .
Duty Capt. (2), 
U.S..W

Advance Copy, Cpc. O.D, Trade.

B.B.O.l). (C).
R.A.C.F. by C ourie r.
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South Atlantic - Contd
S.T.46 Intend sailing GAPE WARWICK. ARCTIC EXPLORER 

INDIAN STAR escorting convoy S.T.46 hy red
m  «  o  4* 1 Q O r? /  O  4"T-» T\ a  O  « ■P A ■route at l800Z/9th December. S. of A. 8-g- knots

E.T.A. Takoradi p.m./l4th December. LE TIGCH escorting WILLIAM 
TILGHMAN from Marshall arriving Takoradi about 14th December. 
CAPE WARWICK, INDIAN STAR are to be hoiler cleaned on arrival. 
Estimated requirements 40 tons coal each trawler.
(P.O.C.W.A. 1527Z/9 to N.O.I.C.Takoradi G.C.(R) N.O.I.C.Lagos 
Admiralty ARCTIC EXPLORER).

Departure 9th December ARCTIC EXPLORER, M V . L E  TIGgSl 
INDIAN STAR, CAPE 7.ARWICK,VTVIANA, with S.T.46.

(S.O.(l) Freetown 1851Z/9 to Admty, N.O.I.C.Takoradi)J /

BELLWORT Sailed BELLWORT to Capetown escorting SS LARGS
LARGS BAY. BAY routed close to coast. 2.S. of A.12 knots

2. NORWICH CITY, STELLA POLARIS, from Lagos about 11th December 
to Point Noire and Walvis Bay. fc-*—ye •
5 .ST LOKAN, SPKSNE,^AELVELLYN, KHYBER from Thkoi^di about 
9th December to Pointe Noire and Walvis Bay.-* ? >.<3.
4^TBOARHOUND, LETIGARE (?LE TIGEJS) from Takoradi about 16th Dec. 
to Walvis Bay.-Jr - (Vf_i b±f~)5. CAPE WARWICK, INDIAN STAR, from Takoradi about 21st December 
to Walvis Bay.6. -^KOOLIGA, VIVIANA, HERTFORDSHIRE, NORTHERN ISLES, LADY ELSA, 
LADY ROSEMARY from Freetown about 17th December to Takoradi an 
Walvis Bay.'#f7. On sailing N.O’s I.C. of intermediate ports will report
shins being escorted, onward S. of A. E.T.A. requirements at 
next port and time of shifting W/T organisation where 
applicable. . .  ̂ \(F.O.C.W.A. 1713Z/9 to C. in C.S.A.(R) Admty etc).

WALLSEND Survivors landed at St.Vincent (C.V.) 9th

Freetown).

Your 1257C/7 no trace of (HQPD) TAIHOKU in 
Admiralty. Is ATLANTIC (Panamanian)_intended 
whose signal letters are HPQD. My 18j>0A/24 
November refers.
(D.T.D. 1806A/9 to C. in C.S.A.(R) S.O.(I) 
Montevideo).

E.T.A. p.m./l2thDecember.
3.Shifting to group S.L. at 0801C/10. 
(N.O.I.C.Durban 16530/9 to Admty etc)

A /S
Trawlers 
for Cape

Intended programme of trawlers on passage to 
C/£lT)0 * *"
1. ST ZENO, NORTHERN DAWN, NORTHERN DUKE/30VENTR 
CITY, MAGNOLIA, and B.D.V. BARBRAKE from Pointe 
Noire about 9th December to Walvis Bay.

(Slink 
2nd Dec)

/COMMANDANT..
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COMMANDANT, 1 . S a ile d  F.S.COMMANDANT DETROYAT and SOUTHERN 
DETROYAT, GEM e s c o r t in g  LAFONIA and tug HUDSON f o r  G ib , 
SOUTHERN GEM, and U.K. at 1 7 3 0 /9 th  December.

9 k n o ts .
2 . In ten d  GRYFEVALE e s c o r te d  from  B athurst by  M.L. to  R /V in
X. 01 8 . h i  N, 019 . 22 W. a t  1 7 3 0 /l3 th  onward e s c o r t  to  G ib ra lta r  
b e in g  p rov id ed  b y  SOUTHERN GEM by  same ro u te .
S. o f  A. about 6 k n o ts .
3 . E .T .A . COMMANDANT DETROYAT a .m ./2 0 th  December. SOUTHERN GEM 
p .m . /23rd .

E sco r t  s h i f t i n g  t o  N.A.W/T o r g a n iz a t io n  at 2 0 0 0 /1 3 th .
5 . A d m ira lty  175*+ /lst December i s  p a ssed  t o  V .A .G ib r a lta r .

LAFONIA,
HUDSON,
GRYFEVALE.

Route A. 0 1 0 .3 5  N. 0 1 9 .2 2  W.
B. 02U .00,N 019.22.W .
C. 0 2 8 .3 8 ^  0 1 2 .i+O.W.
D. 0 3 2 .0 0 ^  010. 3 0 .W.
E. 035.53JN 006.00JIV.thence G ib r a lt a r .  S. o f  A

(F .O .C .W .A . 18552 /9  to  V .A .G ib .(R ) Admty e t c )

.1218 , 1012+, /
:r ,' northern

Movements. A r r iv a l  9 th  RUMBA,COPINSAY, M .Ls.A r r iv a l  yun m • j-io • jl̂ x u 9 iwn+i r
D eparture*ST. LOMAN jKSPHENE ,*KHYBER, NORTHERN 
CHIEF, Tugs BOLD, INTEGRITY, P o in te  N oire li+th 
(N .O .I .C .T a k o ra d i 1917Z /9  to  Admty e t c ) .

U/B F o llo w in g  r e c e iv e d  from  CLA S t .V in c e n t  (b e g in s ) 
S/M re p o r te d  s ig h te d  o f f  Pedra Bade jo  Bay, S t. 
Jago. 7 th  D ecem b er.(E n d s).
(F .O .C .W .A . 2037Z /9  t o  Adm ty).
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Mediterranean.
L. C. lift 8 lost by enemy action 6th Dec. Benghazi 
area.*
(C. in G. Med., 0018B/9 to Admty (R) D. of C. Ops.
M. E., SAUNDERS). For details, see 0023/9 para. 2.

Western Desert, Tobruk. Ref. situation report 29 
Para.l. and 300.
Para. 2. KIUNGCHOW now refloated and will return 
to Alexandria under own power with steering gear 
jury rigged. In air raid p.m./2nd Dec. 1201 high 
speed launch and South African Minesweeper 

BOKSBURG danaged by near misses.
2. Benghazi. Air raids 4th Dec. and 7th Dec. by 12 and 16 
aircraft respectively. No naval damage. Two aircraft shot 
down in former. One L.C.M. sunk by cannon fire from two Ju.88s 
6th Dec. in approx. 32° 10* N., 19° 35* E. 2 casualties.
3. Total of 1560 tons per day discharge of cargo has been 
reached and it is hoped to improve on these figures.
4« Malta. DIDO sailed 5th Dec. to join force Q at Bone. Three 
M.T.Bs. sailed 7th Dec. also for Bone.
5» P.712 (Submarine as in my 1907/23 July to Admty. only)
now renamed MATR0Z0S and handed over to Greek Navy 5th Dec.
6. Greek Destroyer KANARIS joined Mediterranean Station 5th 
Dec. PORPOISE has left station for refit in U.K.
7. Levant. Belated report received of sinking of Egyptian 
motor schooner 17th Nov. by single enemy aircraft in approx, 
position 33° 50’ N. , 32° 10* E.
8. My 1952/28th Nov. last para. Italian ships sailed 7th Dec.
9« There were no incidents during passage of "portcullis" in 
spite of shadowing aircraft.
(C. in C. Med., 0023B/9 to Admty).

War Diary.

L.C.M^)98

Situation 
report No. 
301.

Use of 
Albacores.

Governor Malta's H.E.5536 of 0900/6fbr General 
Eisenhower. Para, beginning night 5/6th. In 
view of the shortage of T.B. aircraft generally 
and the fact that Albacores are no longer in 
production it would appear necessary to reserve 
Albacores for sea targets as far as possible. 
(1st S.L.0044A/9 to V.A. Malta, (R) C. in C. 
Med., N.C.X.F. )

Enemy M/Vs *Position of 3 small merchant vessels stationary.
(Aircraft using W/T call sign ARME 0648z/9th to 
Admty).*33° 45’ N., 11° O ’ E.

D. 14 
sweep.

Nothing seen. E.T.A. Boom 0940. 150 tons fuel
required each ship.
(Capt. (D) 14th D.F. , 0801A/9 to N.0.1.C. Malta 
(R) F.O.C. 15th C.S.)

JERVIS, KELVIN, NUBIAN carried out sweep between Ras 
Turgeuness and Kerkenah night of 8th/9th nothing sighted.

(N.O.I.C. Malta, 0922A/9 to Admty. C. in C. Med., (r )
N.C.X.F., F.O.C. 15th C.S.)

9

/Movements
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Arrival 8th Dec, ANTWERP,*HURW0RTH, departure 
8th Dec. Yugoslav T.B. KAJMAKCALAN, Yugoslav T.B. 
DURMITOR, GLOXINIA.
(S.O.(I) Alexandria, 0911B/9 to Admty. C. in C. 
Med).

Passage of 
-Vd IDO and 
M. T. Bs.

Request you inform me of any incidents conerning 
DIDO and M.T.Bs. passage night 7/8th of value 
for similar movements in future.
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 0925A/9 to F.O.I.S. , (R)
N.O.I.C. Bone, N.C.X.P., C.C.P., P. 0. C. 15th C.S. )

FLEETWOOD,
torpedo.

Torpedo exploded near FLEETWOOD in 036° 01f N., 
000* 51» W., at 0813A/9th FLEETWOOD, and VELOX 
hunting 6 miles.
(VENOMOUS, 1021A/9 to N.C. X.F. (R) F.O.I.S Admty).

SIRIUS, 
DIDO.

SIRIUS in leeward berth failed to clear harbour 
before dark and in view of your 1610 remaining for 
the night. No air activity. DIDO and Destroyer 
now returned and force? is at 2 hours notice.
Intend remaining at Bone until further orders.

Oil fuel remaining at 0900A/9th, SIRIUS l.%. DIDO 60$, 
destroyer 65$. There is no oil fuel at Bone. Hope to report 
in accordance with your 1734/8th p.m. today Wednesday.
(SIRIUS, 1026A/9 to N.C.X.F. (R) C.S.12, F.O.I.S., N. 0.1. C. Bone) .

OTRANTO,
MAIDSTONE.

Detach OTRANTO to Oran escorted by 2 destroyers. 
Destroyers rejoin you on completion.
(N.C.X.F.., 1042A/9 to MAIDSTONE (R) V.A. Gibraltar 
F.O.I.C. Oran, Cdre. Algiers).
My 1042/9* Expect OTRANTO about2100A today 9th 
Dec. unless escort signals otherwise.
(N.C.X.F., 1048A/9 to F.O. I.C. Oran (r )
MAIDSTONE, F.O. Gibraltar).

M.K.F.4 My H45/8th para. (1) amend time of sailing 
to 1700A/10th. Para.-(6) amend time of R/V to 
0930A/llth. Para. (7) amend time of R/V to 
1030A/12th. Para. (12) amend to read stragglers 
west of Gibraltar instructed to proceed to U.K. 
(N.C.X.F., 1129A/9 to Cdre. Algiers V.A. Gib. 
F.O. I.C. Oran, (R) Capt. (S) 8, Admty. A.O.C. 
Gibraltar Cdre. F. A.O.C. E.A.C.)

P.212, 
P.247.

Proceed towards patrol positions with all 
despatch important you are there by 0500A/10th 
orders follow, (see 124-0/9). />.
(Capt. S.10., 1156A/9 to P.212, 247' (R) submarines 
on Patrol)•

/Bi-weekly....
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MESSAGE IE
.

DATE: 9.12.42.
RECD: 0530FROM: N.O.X.F.

Naval Code L.l Secret by W/T
ADDRESSED: Ships and Authorities in Area !!G”.
IMPORTANT
1. . ROCHESTER'S convoy M.K.S.3 (X) off Tarifa westbound 7.5 miles,
2. VENOMOUS1 convoy K.M.S.4 035 degs 03'North 002 degs 42' West through 109, 34, 100 
to Algiers 7.
3. *! CLYDE convoy sails Bougie 1800/8th to Phillipeville E.T.A. 0900/9th by inshore 'route 6.
4. Safe conduct Spanish NORTE sailed *' Gibraltar 1200 3rd coastwise to San Sebastian thon.ee 10 miles south of Levant Island to 
Genoa 6.5.
5. “Following safe conduct ships routed 10 miles north of Revellata Point ana west of Ibiza may be encountered (A) Swiss GERSR030 8 knots and Swiss chartered Spanish NEUSTRA 
SENORA DEL CARMEN sailed Genoa 3rd December for Gibraltar. (B) ̂ Portuguese SANTA IRENE sailed Gibraltar 6th for Sc?,vona 7.5.** s—- y*>.3r>4*-
6. Portuguese PAULA sailed Gibraltar 6th 
for Marseilles routed coastwise to Cape San 
Sebastian thence direct 7.
7. Swedish EMBLA sailed Marseilles 4th for 
Gibraltar routed Cape to Cape 7.
8. “ ALBACCKB and 2 Merchant ships in approximate position 037 dogs. 10* North 006 degs. 22' East- to 
Bone 7.
9. 3 large Merchant ships escorted by H.n £. WISHART* and two other destroyers in approximaxo position 037 degs. 02» North 004 dogs. 52' E a;- to 
Bone coastwise 13. jb.

10./ *2 t  i.- a



10. H.M.S. ZETLAKD, H.M.S. LAMEBTCN,H.M.S. 
YvHKATLAHD, escorting two large merchant ships,sail0 
from Bone 1800/8th for Algiers.
Brief situation report 2002A/8 Western Mediterranean
submarines excepted.
11. Convoy MRS 3,destroyers,sailing Algiers 
1200A/S routed 100, 44, 17, 109, 93, 50, 78, 57.
12. H.M.S. EGRET, convoy IvECF 4,sailing Algiers 
1600A/9 to westward. 13.

H.M.S. SPEEDWELL,escorting*PROGRESS,036 dogs. 
40* Horth 001 degs. 47’ Ea.st through 100 to Algiers 6.

V—•_ /> 0/o 1140A/8. , • •
fu s f-  * -X  £|f L**J>*~^

Advance copies sent Duty Capt.
D.O.D.(F)

‘ ' ' D.T.D.
1st S.L. (2)
D.F.S.L. - - ....
v . c . n . s .
A.C.R.S. (T) 
A.C.N.S.(H)A.C.h.S. (F)(2) 
i'i 1st S.L.
Gapt. Pim.
D.O.L. (H)(2)
D.O.D.(F)(2)Duty Capt. (2) 
U.S.H. (3)
D. A/S W.
He. of M.
D.D.I.C. (2)
w *D.T.D. (3)
D.T.D. (M)
D. of p. (2) ■
I. of P. (Q) 
D.E.W.D. (3)
D.N.I, (4)Ad. Flake.
Ad. Ramsey (4) . 
F.O.S. by courier.
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WARNING: T h is  i s  an unparap h rased  v e r s io n  o f  a s e c r e t  cypher o r  c o n f id e n t ia l
code m essage, and th e  t e x t  m ust f i r s t  be p a ra p h ra se d  i f  i t  i s  e s s e n t i a l  to  
communicate i t  to  p e rso n s  o u ts id e  B r i t i s h  o r  A l l ie d  Government S e rv ic e s .

MOST SBOflEf U E 8 S A G E IN,
1147A/9 DoC.

From ••• N,G*X.h.

■ .JteYfll Cod o v. 1 by W/T,
G • •Dat 

.jRecd.,• »

9.12.42,
2120.

Addr’ossad ... Ships and Authorities in Area 0.

Safe conduct ship Paula sailedoibraltar 3th 
Jocember for Me^sellK? routed coastwise to oapo 
jan Sebastian thence direct 7* a ^ ^ 5
3. H.M.S.,VERITY,4 escorts, WS 3,36 47 North 
02 04 East through 44 17 109 "
seotion joins in position iGi
4
s

93 50 78 57. Ora- 
9 at 1500A/loth 7i.

pA H.M.S.JUJpSYOtl.A destroyers,,and 1 merchant 
hip,06 47 North 01 03 West through 100 Uo 
Xglers 13*.

5, 1 Merchant slap, 2 destroyers, approaching Oran. 
Destroyers rejoin EtM.S. MAIDSTONE.
6. H,M,S. YENOMOtB,convoy K»B 4,36 27 00 34 
through 100 to Algiers 7. LJ_
Brief situation report 1958A/9th Western Mediterranean 
submarines excepted.
7. Safe conduct ship Swedish BELA, sailed Marseilles 
4th December routed Gape to Cape To Gibraltar 7.
8, H.M, ships, si 
Bone 08C

, SOyijLA,and 3 destroyers, escorting 3 merchant 
Algiers 1400/9th expected time or arrival

1 ^ . 3 / 1151A/9.

r 3j3GRHP MES3AGB l550V9th Dee amber. IN

rrom: N.G, X.P. Datoj 9#12»A2*
Reed: 2055,

_____________________M M  CK~3B (K .l) 3Y W/C._____________________

Addressudj Ships and Authorities in Area G,

My 1151 / 9th. Add Paragraph 9. Coaster escorted by 
1 Trawler on passago Ph illipoville  to Bougie to arrive 
dnylight 10th,

1550V 9 .

/ Most Secret Distribution,
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communicate it to persons out^jpdgBgi.t'ijsl'^oQ Aglied Government Services. jj\|

MOST SECRET 1200A/ 9th December
 ̂ Date 9/127'42

From N.0.X.F, Reed. 1348
______________Naval C.vnhor S by Y//T_________________
Addressed Ships and Authorities Area G.
IMPORTANT

Submarine Situation 2000A/9th Western Mediterranean.
1. P.51,38 43 North 06 57 East through 38 40 North 
08 01 East to Malta 8 knots.
2. P.228,37 37 North 00 12 West through 135 part 
company 10 thence 065 dogs. 11 knots.
3. m m m  PORPOISE,037 degs. 561 North 000 dogs.
36* East through 135 Gape Pales 10 and 180 Gape Do Gat a 
10 to Gibraltar 11 knots.
4. P.54,36 23 North 04 46 West through 180 Gape Do 
Gata 5 and 135 Gape Palos 5 thence North East 8 knots.

/ > 0 / o
5. All above submarines dive by day 2k knots surface 
speed.

1200A/9.

Advance copies Duty Captain
D.O.D.(F)
D.D.I.C.

V. C.N.S.
A.C.N.S.(F)(2)
N.A. 1st S.L.
Captain Pirn 
D.O.D.(F)(2)
D.T.D.(M)
D.D.O.D. (M)
Duty Captain (2)
D.D.I.C. (2)
D. of Plans (2)
D.A./S.W.
Head of M.
W. D—----
I.P.(2)

D.N.I.(4)
U.S.N.(3)
F.O.S, by courier
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TAKU

307

FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.12.1942- 
Wednesday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.

(No new naval details).
(H. Q. , R.A.F. , M.E. , 1213Z/9).

Visuals not carried out due to weather. Expect 
to cover Naples, Palermo, Taranto, Messina, 
1400.
(V.A. Malta, 1216A/9 to C. in C. Med., etc).

Assume following positions by 0500A/10th.
P.222, 310° 3. ** P.247* 220° 8. *-P. 212,120° 4. 
TIGRIS, 258° 10 P. 217» 214° 17- All from Carena 
Point Light. After attack or at HOOA/lOth S/M 
proceed, P.217 to Algiers, remainder to their 
respective positions and sectors ordered in my 
0125/8th and 2125/8th P.217 route follows.
(Capt. S.10., 1240A/9 to s/Ms on patrol (R) 
N.C.X.F. Capt. (S) 8). Cancelled by 1051A/10 q.v.

*
Admiralty's 1259/8th (Admiralty have no objection 
to transfer of three S class subs from 10th S/M 
F. to 3rd S/M.F). If N.C.X.F. concurs, request 
you will arrange with Cant. (S) 8th S.F.
(C. in C. Med., 1318B/9 to Capt. S.10. (R) 
N.C.X.F. etc).

Arrival.
(V.A. Malta, 1354A/9 to Admty etc).

P.C. and S. of two medium vessels 39° 8' N., 
9° 45’ E. , 080° 7.
(A/C C/S BTBP 1405A/9 to Hal Far).

Departure.
(V.A. Malta, 1423A/9 to Admty etc). /*//*. f>h

3 > 3 4 - 4

Visuals noon Dec. 9th. Naples 1 cruiser sighted. 
Taranto 3 battleships. Messina 5 cruisers, 5 
destroyers.
(V.A. Malta, 1440A/9 to C. in C. Med., etc).

TAKU leaves Beirut searched channel at 1730B 
tonight routed direct to 035° 19' 026°(40' or 37’ 
thence operating in Aegean as limited by my 0907/ 
8th. Running on surface speed 10 knots during 
daylight Dec. 10th then daily advancing 125 miles 
diving by day.
(Capt. s.l., 1507B/9 to C. in C. Med., (R) Cdre 
(D) Capt. (S) 10, C.S.N. , C.C.F. )

/CELEN0...
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YARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
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Erora: Ai rMinistry, m tohall.

------------------------- SMsVf____

ivernmertf* ’S£ifc0'iS'e'$‘* <

Site: 9.12.42 
Heed. 0205.

IN

Addressed: Arliiiyilty, n,(V’ .':‘.n.U. vMowiags,
.:oi'iolk .«*m. Kasiom Air H.Q.

J.ij’ i o w . ,  4 4  G r o u t i , 2 4  O q ilu  I lo t ia o n ,
w* k? - « l» 1 •’« )

iX385 8 Doc. Following signal received from H.Q.R.A.F. 
kiddle East# Bogins. ^a.164 $ Dec* CERTOP, The following 
cancels a ll previous routeing instructions for non- 
r^i+f^+S^v and. reinforcement flights.proceeding from the 
o W ° D e ^ 8nalCa 51110 13 L0 brouSht' into force VEF

k m a ^ ^ n i y F 85 02dSt "ithin a 1 0 nil° radius °f ™ > r

&  s o W ' « « g ii<5r » & ^  » « *  “reaaje
5* , Aircraft entering the Delta Area from westwards are 
to do so by the Southern M i  Natrun Corridor,

uj  o r u .  u j u : ;  u n u  i U . o : : .
at a point b miles south of Amriya.*

IT r , , i  * n + '  u  UU.IJO. INUX'Oii IV  U U R S . UD
S+a+£bub PySJw-op dogs. .44 mins. North 24 degs, pl^p-P0. jiast thcnco into the Delta via the appropriate wadi Natrun Corridor.

1* . UO Egypt Cyrenaica Malta and U.K. direct. Aircraft
the west arc^to. follow ..the following

South 
South
Of rOa„ ______  WXXMIU wuuuli UJL w i-oJLiway
Bengha-i^d E1 Adom and South of the road El Aden and

+ n ,, , Aircraft entering or leaving the .Delta area are
.n gv-eed oo or iron Aurg- ĵl-.irab via the appropriate coin cor.

pr. ^Special.instructions. Aircraft wishing to proceed West 
r9t ,V̂ 'fha curing dayligho are to circlo iiartuba \Position 
pc. G0 . 'S « 3 1  mins. N o rth  PP. liP.OT. ZiP- 1  Roct.t *Pnr> nn"rvi oon nn



a

-* Me
instructions.
?• No aircraft other than flying boats are to fl:GtiO sea v̂-3 c o.i. trio riV)Ci:; > C*.parrelor.
10. Flying boats proceeding to and toon Malta ana 
Gibraltarare to proceed airoet to dboukir and not approacn ’Gao coast within 30 miles intermediately.
X I ?  Approach to landing grounds, landing grounds in Libya are to bo; approached iron the South east a/ione 
a corridor 10 nilos long and 2 miles, wide. Aircraft v/ismng lo land at lane• m g  grounds within prohibited area are lo approach the lending ground along the

over

prescribed corridor at a height''not ' exceeding-l&O feet.
12. Recognition. Pilots:must at all times be prepared ̂to carry otro the normal recognition procedure (i.e. colours of the day.etc.). •'
13. Height. '
îiV/rvv? 1;r!inr dayiirgnt aircraft are not to exceed-a height of 7000. loot Jast of-fern a;' -
, . ,̂ *rcr ft flying between Benghazi and Derna during caylighG must go so as low.as compatible with safety 
eiiij a-, a noight not exceeding 500 -foot avoidin' flvins o i re cola oyo r e : icami •• ionts. ■ J ^
, Co) ;.l night .aircraft are not to fly at a sreater height than 4000 feet East of Tocra. . 
i-L) .^rcraft usings tbo.Tocra Corridor at nmht are to ily at 4000 feet within the Corridor.
(E) Aircraft entering the Tocra corridor from the West curing aaylight are to do so at 4000 feet and gradually lose height, to cpnfora-with sub-para.(B) ; ;• •- ■-

14. Balloons. Balloon, barrages are at Tobruk and Benghazi. Height of balloons 2000 feet. ■
tL)

1st Lord 
1st 3.L. (p) c.ri. a. s.
V.O.K.S. A.C.N.S.(F) A.C.N.3. CTJT\] — ri*J- . f ' ii- I 9 JLi. « ‘ i-J U Jw) « XJ«n410 KJ  9 i M- w - • w .*• Oo
IAN. A. D.
0 :\S . (3 )
CID.C 52 O.I.C. (3 ) 
a L a o ). .N. 0 1 jj. 0 . (p)
B. of P,7(3r

•  - w O O ' O
I). 3. D. (o)
k»- (2) 033. A. 6.3).
C. C.L.3.

1417778,Aovance copy Duty • Cant.Air. Mini^^
Copies to: 
mtprnal:
A. D. 0. f .A. 1.3. CU.3.A.)
L. Q. Ops.-.u.o: (Grig.)
Internal: ' _

. Admiralty (War Reg.) (2 copies) 
h* Q.E. T. O.U.S.A.- Eg. R.... F. Norfolk House.

Eg. (5),
Ad. Ramsey (4) S. 61917/111 refers.
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GELENO
(Italian).

Mediterranean. - Contd.
My 1701 ?C/8. CELENO entered Aegean 0800 G.M.T. 
course West escorted by one destroyer. Fact. 
(S.O.(I) Istanbul, 1605C/9 to S.O.(i) Med., (R) 
S.l S.10. D.N.I.)

Operation Night arrival.
"Quadrangle 1. Lights. Q.B.B.293. Following will be 
A".  ̂ _ shown A. C.D. and Delimara Ricasoli and Saint
Lft.vf.iS/* Elmo. Also R.A.F. beacon see Q.B.B.307.
y .  . . y / - V H a r b o u r  lights see Q. B.B. 305.

/ / 2. Approach. SPEEDY will meet convoy in
position 2 miles 220® from position VI of Q.B.B. 288 will burn 
a green masthead light and will lead up channel and into harbour 
at 10 knots.
3. Order of entry. SPEEDY, AMERICAN PACKER, one Hunt, 0ZARDA, 
one Hunt, ORION, 2 Hunts.
4. Berth (a ) AMERICAN PACKER No. 9, OZARDA No. 6, (See
CERES II Section III appendix 2). (B) SPEEDY on OHIO. ORION
number 2 G.H. 1st 2 Hunts to Dolphin Ras Hanzir. Last 2 Hunts 
to Cannakale wharf.
5. If weather conditions make a night entry impracticable, 
signal will be made as early as possible and convoy is to stand 
off to South-westward during night and is to arrive R/V with 
SPEEDY at 0600/llth.
6. ORION and Hunts will be fuelled immediately on arrival 
and will be required to sail before noon to comply with C. in 
C. Med., 2045/7.
(V.A. Malta, 1620A/9 to ORION, EXMOOR, HURSLEY, ALDENHAM,
CR00ME, (R) F. 0. 15th C. S. ) «_/>

Intend sailing ORION and 4 Hunts at about 1100A/11 to i.s'6 . 
comply C. in C. Med*s 2045/7th.
2. Routed through position 035° 22' N., 014° 05’ E., thence 
direct Y Y.
3. Fighter protection codeword for ORION’s force till convoy 
is met "Virus" W/T call sign BBZ.
4. M.C.A. 0.12 Mark C will be in force. F. D. S. to spread large 
white canvas on forecastle when fighters presumed airborne.
C. in C. Med., Fleet pass to 219 Group and R.N. Headquarters.
(V.A. Malta, 1625A/9 to CANOPUS.Spares for C. in C. Med.,
C.C.F., H.M.S. ORION, F.0. 15th Cruiser, Squadron Capt. (S) 1, 
PALADIN, HURWORTH, (R) 219 Group R.N. H.Q.)

K.M.S.4 Tact. K.M.S.4 convoy arrived.
(F.O.I.C. Oran, I656A/9  to N.C.X. F. (R) Admty)

Operation Departures 9th December Merchant ships CLAN
"Quadrangle MACINDOE, ERINNA (Dutch) for Malta.
(B)" (R.A. Alex. 1732B/9 to Admty. (R) V.A.M.)
Convoy M.W. 16.

/P.35...
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P. 35 Regret to report grounded at 0455 in approx.

position 036 23’ (?010°) (?38’) refloated
at 0555 this morning. One time pad and key 
memorandum burnt, other S.Ps. intact drop keel 
dropped. Your 1302 8th* ship sunk at 1104. 
Continuing patrol.
(P-35, 1747A/9 to Capt. S.10. , (r ) VA. Malta). 
W.R. Note* Received undecipherable.

MANXMAN I have read with satisfaction the initial
report on action taken to bring MANXMAN into 
harbour after her torpedoing and of subsequent 
steps to push forward her repair. Clever 
efficient working of the damage control 
organization and action taken to regain control 
of the ship are particularly noted and are a 
credit to all concerned.
(N.C.X.F. , 1809A/9 to MANXMAN (R) Admty).

Malta Air AI. 164 9 Dec. 1942. C.S.R.
Report. Today 13 Spitfire sorties have been flown to

protect Naval Forces and'8 Spitfires were air
borne to intercept several raids which turned 
back before reaching Malta.
Night 8/9th Dec. No activity owing to weather 
conditions impossible for flying.
(A.H. Q. Malta, 1818/9).

Air R/C. P.M. Visuals Dec. 9th.
(1) Messina, 5 cruisers 5 destroyers
(2) Taranto 3 battleships.
(3 ; Naples, 2 cruisers 4 destroyers 10 merchant 

ships 2 to 3,000 tons. Noon photographs Naples show 2 6 inch 
cruisers and 1 8 inch cruiser (BOLZANO) and 2 10,000 tankers 
apparently French.
(V.A. Malta, 1820A/9 to C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F. etc).

M.E.ll Your l638/9th (N.T. inW.D.) DULVERT0N, TETC0TT,
*^M.W.15. BELV0IR, PINDOS, M.E.ll. EXMOOR, HURSLEY,

ALDENHAM, CR00ME with M.W.15*
* (V.A. Malta, 1835A/9 to C. in C. Med., (R) R.A.(D 
Med).

27th M. L. Your 2233/7. M.L.s are providing invaluable trad
Flotilla. protection in West Africa and the allocation of

27th M.L. Flotilla to Freetown must remain in 
force.
2. Re-allocation of M.L. Flotillas to Med. and 
West Africa will be considered when weather 
conditions in 1943 permit an additional three or 
more flotillas being steamed out from U.K. 
(D.D.O.D. (C) Approved by A.C.N.S. (F) 1837A/9 
to C. in C. Med).

/Force Q.. •
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Force Q Intend AURORA, ARGONAUT, ESKIMO, QUALITY to

proceed p.m. tomorrow 10th to arrive Bone 0800A/ 
1 1th.
(2) SIRIUS, DIDO, ASHANTI, TARTAR to 4 hours 
notice at 0700A/10th reverting to one hour by 
l600A/10th and sail at dusk for sweep or for 
Algiers as ordered later. b
(N.C.X.F., 1906A/9 to C.S.12 (R) SIRIUS).

P.54
j ». *3 <> (t ̂

Capt. (S) 8 123Q/7th P*54 sailed 1530. Q.B.A. 
11 Q.B. 86 Q. B.B. 307 Q.B.C.525 missing 532, 529, 
528 Q.K.A. 79.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 1920A/9 to Cant. (S) 10, (R) 
N.C.X.F. C. in C. Med., Capt. (S) 8, Admty.
V.A. Malta).

RORQUAL
minelaying.

Following is a repetition of RORQUAL 2015/8th 
addressed Capt. (S) 10 (R) C. in C. Med. , from 
RORQUAL. Mines laid within 1 mile of following 
positions measuring from Cani Rock Light. 170° 
4 .4  miles 142° 6 .5 miles (ends).

(S(Capt. S.l. , 1945B/9 to Capt. (s) 10th (R)
C. in C. Med., N.C.X.F. V.A. Malta, Subs on 
Patrol.)

Your 0922/9 (N.T. in W.D.) You may lay mines incside 
Serpentaria and Cavoli Island* after careful study of swept 
channel on 12th December, N. C. X. F.. does not countermand this 
order.

(Capt. S.10. , 2316A/9 to H.M.S. RORQUAL (R) N.C.X. F. , 
C. in C. Med., Capt. (s) 1). *"if" omitted?

/ ^ '* *  A

Movements, Algiers arrival URSULA, from West*SPEEDWELL 
Algiers. with W.D. Gibraltar for Oran,*WISHARTWILTON,

*TANATSIDE returned with K.M.F.4 (B). SCYLLA 
ZETLAND, WHEATLAND, LAMERTON Bone. Departure 

u^s^^SCYLLA, LAMERTON, WILTON, WHEATLAND with K.M.F.4 
•' B. fcecsailed to Bone# M.K. S. 3 Y to Gibraltar, escorted by 
VETCH, CONVOLVULUS, NASTURTIUM, LUNENBURG, LORD HOTHAM,
LORD NUFFIELD. % . L.
(Cdre. Algiers, 2019A/9 %  Admty (R) N.C.X.F., F.O.I.S.)

Aircraft reports at 2055A/9th one large merchant 
ship one destroyer P.C. and S. 038° 35* 012°
0 5 * course 040° 1 4»
(Capt. (S) 10, 2042A/9 to Submarines on patrol, 
(R) N.C.X.F., Capt. (s) 8).
My 2042/9th. Target justifies full salvo.
(Capt. S.10., 2208A/9 to S/Ms on patrol).

Sailing telegram.
(Cdre. Algiers, 2158A/9 to Admty).

Enemy Units

->M.K.S.3 Y
/•Mf

/PARTHIAIT. ..
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If* - i,

PARTHIAN PARTHIAN sailed -10%+*-Dec. for'patrol in Area
North of O36 0 00’ W (?) 011° 08’ with primary 
object of sinking all southbound unescorted 
coastal traffic by gunfire. Working up 
practice with new C.O. will take place on 
passage.
(Capt. S.10., 2216A/9 to N.G.X.F. (R) Capt. S.I., 
C ap t. S. 8).

(1.) N.G.X.F. established ashore 7th Dec.
BULOLO returning in M.K.F. 1+. F.O. Inshore 
Squadron at Bone 12th Dec.
(2) CADMUS made 2 promising attacks on U-boat 
on 1+th Dec. in 037° 12’ N., 006° 13’ E. CADMUS 
overrode U-boat Hull and dropped shallow pattern. 

U-boat broke surface but was again attacked with shallow 
pattern on re submerging. U-boat considered probably sunk.
(3) Force Q. DIDO join*&£ SIRIUS, ASHANTI and TARTAR at Bone 8th 
Dec. Force carried out sweep to northwards returning daylight 
9th Dec.
(l+) Bone. M.T.Bs. 260, 262,arrived 8th Dec.
(5) Algiers.. DEPTFORD aground in bad weather. MARIGOLD with 
M.K.S.3 (Y) sunk by aircraft torpedoes.
6 Officers and 37 men saved. Capt. and 39 men missing. 
(N.C.X.F., 2 21+7A/9 to Admty) •

Situation 
report No. 
31.

M.W. 11+ Total unloaded to 1700/9th 2601+9 tons.
(V.A. Malta, 2301+/9 to C. in C. Med., (R) Admty. 
P.S.T.O. Egypt).

PORCUPINE 

U .  (#0 * ,)

Following has been read by Gibraltar W/T:- 
Addressed Algiers, Gibraltar. PORCUPINE torpedoed 
my P.C. and S. at 2300 36.I4O N. , 00.01+ W. 
(MAIDSTONE, 231+OA/9).



MOST SECRET,

312
9 .12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
My 1755/8th(Re DURBAN aground).Ship refloated. 
(0. in O.E.F. 0128Z/9 to Admty (R) C.S.4).

Cancel 637 G. of 0809 2nd May 1942.
Independent shipping oh West Coast of India 
"between Bombay and Cape Comorin is to confora 
with principles laid down in 923C of 0914 17th 
Oct. using lanes of similar change terminating 
Bombay and Muttum Light. Northbound traffic to 

use inshore lanes.
2.To avoid crossing Colombo Traffic ships from ports South of 
Ceylon must not attempt to enter coastal lanes except when 
visibility is more than 3 miles. Until then they must keep 
between 35 and 60 miles off shore.
3.Ships from Northwards for Australasia etc. must finally leave 
coastal lane in time to be at least 60 miles off shore before 
dark.
4.Shipping from Bay of Bengal for ports north of Colombo is to 
(remain) in original coastal lane until reaching Colombo swept 
channel thereafter make direct for new lane keeping North of 
line joining Cape Comorin and Tang.
5. Independent shipping between Bombay and Karachi and Persian 
Gulf is"to conform with above principles proceeding direct across 
Gulfs of Cambay and Kutch.
(C. in C.E.F. 0900Z/9 to E.I.Stn.(R) Admty etc).

MATHERAN, Message 1905/7th from SS. MATHSRAN reporting
firing heavy gunfire was only received at 0051/8th as
report. No.100/886 from Admty without Priority. Request

I may be informed whether this message was 
(?received) direct from SS.MATHSRAN by any 

Wireless Station in S.A. Area, and the time of receipt and 
frequency used
(C. in C.E.F. 0913Z/9 to C. in C.S.A. (R) Admty).
Reply:- 10^6c/10).

'War Diary.

DURBAN
refloated.

Shipping 
W. Coast 
of India 
Routes.

Shipping For information my present orders concerning ship
Persian detached from outbound convoys from Persian Gulf
Gulf. are as follows1.Ships proceeding Africa Australia, are to 

disperse from P.B.Convoy on reaching longitude 
062° East and then revert to their individual routes as given 
by N.C.S.O. loading port.
2.Ships for Ceylon and South India Ports proceed Bombay with P.B 
Convoys for onward convoy to destination.
3. Para 1 (?is to be) introduced to prevent convoy being too
large for A/S escort. _ „ _ . ~

(S.N.O.P.G. 0924Z/9 to C. in C.E.F.(R) N.0.I.C.Hormuz, C. in o. 
S.A.S.F.O.Ceylon, A.C.N.B. Cmdre. R.I.N. Connav Cmdre i/c Aden, 
N.O.I.C.Karachi).

/Transport...
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 0700Z/9th Deo. IN.

From: (?F.O.Ceylon) Date 9.12.42.

Reed: 2207.

Naval Cypher A(3) by ’V/T.

GAMBIA 
bo 10 th

Addressed: Admiralty C. in  C.E.F. Cdre R .I.N . 
S.N.O. Persian Gulf.

417

(?Ceylon) Movements summary number (?28) 
o f  Deoember

(1 ) H.M.S, FALMOUTH escorting B P 62 due 
Quion is .  12th December
(2 ) H.M.S. SO OUT in  company H.M.S. 
l e f t  Addu A to ll 8th December aue Cole 
Deceniber.
(3 ) H.M.I.S. SUTLEJ and H.M .I.S. JUMNA le f t  
Addu A to l l  6th December to rendezvous and escort 
0 W one. D.S.^YHLLEIi VAN DER ZAAN re lie v in g  
H .M .I.S. JUMNA in  the v ic in it y  Bombay. * s—
(4 ) H.M.S.SONAVATI l e f t  Colombo 5th December.
(5 ) H.M.S. ASTER escorting B M 33 to  
rendevous with OKAPI v ic in it y  o f  Cochin thence 
to  Colombo aue lo th  December
(6 ) H.M.A.S. LISMORE and 
B P 62 leaving Bandar Abbas

escorting 
)e comber.

(7 ) H.M.S. OVERDALE WYKE escorting 2 tankers 
to  Trmcomalee leaving Colombo 9th December 
E .T .A .llth  December, i —
(8 ) BARBOUR arrived  Colombo 4th December 
from Trincomaloe.
(9 ) H.M.S.^GEIAYIiDTQN escorting B A 35 . ■
reassembling Bombay 12th December, return 15th 
Deceniber.
(1 0 )  . H.M.S. MA.RG\E5RITE^escorting MATIAN4,
leaving Diego Garcia lo th  December, due A to ll
12th Deember, then escortin g H.M.S. APPLELEAF to 
Colonbo, due 15th December.

0700Z/9.
Advance Copy sent Duty Capt. 

D. O.D. (F ) D.T.D.

1st S .L . (2 ) 
V.C.N.S.
A .C .N .S .(F ) 2)
a.C.N.S. (T )
n. h. 1st s .r 
d. o.D. 7m ' 
D.O.D.(F) x^
W  of M. (i6b 
D .D .I.C .(2 )

D.M.S.
D .N .I.C4) 
). N • Li. 0.

D.T.D.
D.T^D.

V / .D r^  P.N.L.O. ^
Duty Caot (2 ) N.L.O. AusU House. 
Ad. Blake. D o f S.
Capt Pim. D o f  S.T.
D.A/S.W. D o f P (2 )
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East In d ie s  -  Oontd.

P .S .T .O . M iddle East 1815/6 and D. o f  S .T.
O6JL4.I/8. C ru iser w i l l  "be p rov ided  a t Aden on 
17th December as es co rt fo r  f i r s t  troop  movement 
to  S .A fr ic a  to be known as M.C.2.
2. Further esco rt w i l l  be provided a t Aden at 

the end o f December fo r  convoy M.C.3. w ith  balance o f  personnel 
5. G.H.q. M iddle East pass to Movement, 80 Area.
(C . in  C .E .F. 0928Z/9 to  P .S .T .O . M iddle East. F .O .C .R .S .F .(R ), 
G.H.Q.M.E. D. o f  S.T.Com.Aden. Movement 80 A rea, Admty,C. in C. 
S .A . S .S .T .O . Suez, C. in  C.Med).

Transport o f  
S .A fr ica n  
Troops,
M.C.2. M.C.3.

ALCOA My 01].07Z/7th (N .T . in  W.D.) l e t t e r  re fe ren ce
PIONEER. p o s it io n s  g iven  ALCOA PIONEER were based on

C. in  C .E .F . 1232Z/9th November not amended. 
(N .C .S .O . Hormuz 1001Z/9 to  Admty (R ) C. in  C. 
E.F. S .O . ( l )  Colombo, S .O . ( l )  Bombay, C. in  C. 
S.A. S .O . ( I )  K i l in d in i ,  N.C.S.O . B ah re in ).

VASNA, S ecre t your U. 2257A/2i+/3/19U2 to  C. in  C.
Ceylon. VASNA s a i le d  Bombay 9/ I 2/I4.2 fu e l  o i l  
l i f t e d  Colombo 5I4.8 tons 2 fu e l  o i l  in  bunkers 
on s a i l in g  670 tons.
(S .T .O . Colombo 1109Z/9 to  D .S .T. ) .

Movements. Colombo a r r iv a l  9th December, 0055Z, BALTA,
Departure, 07U5Z^OVERDALE WYKE.
(S . O . ( l )  Colombo 1200Z/9 to  Admty e t c ) .

A r r iv a ls  0910Z, RANCHI, PUNJAB, w ith  ABi+. 0 8I4.5Z 'GERALDTON, 
Dutch S loop SOEMBA w ith  PB.15. Departure 1050ZXD.S.WILLEM VAN 
DER ZAAN?i~- ’

(S .O . ( I )  Bombay 1208Z/9 to  Admty e t c ) .

KHYBER.
CAP
PADARAN. 
c o l l is io n .

At l i4l|.5Z/7th  December, when en te r in g  Takoradi 
astern  o f S.O. o f  esco rt in  s in g le , l in e  ahead 
w ith in  1 m ile  o f  boom entrance, SS.CAP PADARAN 
overtak in g  on p o rt quarter c o l l id e d  w ith  KHYBER 

1/ .  , KHYBER’ s sneed at moment o f  impact about 5 knots
estim ated speed CAP PADARAN 12 knots.

M/Bs and d a v its  damaged, con sid er M.B. u n serv iceab le . C o llis on  
e n t ir e ly  due to  complete d is regard  o f  a r t i c le  18 o f  ru les  o f 
road by CAP PADARAIH Ship is  adm in istered by Sea Transport 
O f f ic e .  A lso  S. 252 in quadruplicate i s  b e in g  rendered.
Ship seaworthy 1730Z/7th.
(KHYBER 1216Z/9 to  F .O .C .R .I .N .(R ) Admty e t c ) .

W.S.2U B. E .T .A . 10° South2DOOZ/llth. S. o f  A. 
164 knots. MAURITIUS is  requested to  leave  
one C .N .T . 100 pa ttern  W.25 36 a t P o rt V ic to r ia  
Weather rep o rt 3762 llj.13. My p o s it io n  023*38 
S. 052.14-0 E. , .
(FROBISHER 1630Z/9 to  C. in  C .E .F .(R ) MAURITIUS 
N .O .I .C .S e y c h e lle s ).

/Jap. . . .

f
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MOST SECRET MESSAGE 125QA/8th December, OUT.

TO: G.O.C. in C. East Africa

CITHER

FROM: The War Office

IMPORTANT

Cipher (1/I.0.5. ) 8 Dec

Following is repeat of telegram 7705 from Foreign Office to Washington 

repeated Minister of State Cairo. Begins

"Minister of State's telegram No.2101 of December 6 visit of United 

States Consul at Aden to Jibuti.

I am surprised that we were not consulted about this, seeing that the 

United States Chiefs ofStaff have recognised that Jibuti is within area 

of British responsibility and have so informed General Eisenhower 

(3ee telegram No. 518*(of December 3rd) from Joint Staff Mission). 

Unexpected arrival of United States Consul will probably cause serious 

trouble with the Fighting French who will suspect a plot to win Jibuti 

over to Darlan despite our assurances that they themselves are to have 

the first try. It may be too late to stop visit now, but if we had known 

in time we should have strongly advised postponement.

2. Ploase let State Department know how we feel about this and ask Joint 

Staff Mission to inform United States Chiefs of Staff." Ends.

125GA/8
♦ copies to 1st S.L.only. Reed; in War Reg. 0628/9.12.42,

War Office Circ:- S. of S. P.U.S. P.^.S.(F) 
C.I.G.S. V.C.I.G.S. D.M.O. D.D.M.O.(o)
For. Sec. M.O.I.5.U. D.M.I. D.D.M.I.(l)
M.I.3.17a. D.F.(a) F.5. Brig.Jacob.
Mr.Stirling,For.Off. Col.Archdale,20 Mil.Mis. 
Col.Rolleston,Col.Off. Major Morton,10 Downing St. 
Hd. of War Reg. Admiralty. A.M.C.S. Air Min.

1st lord, 
1st S.L.(2) 
D.F.S.L.

D.N.I.(4)V.C.N. S.

N.A.lst S.L 
P.A.S.

MPG p.A.S.

Hd. of M.
D. of P.(2) 
Ad, Blake.
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WARNINGS This is  an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message, and the text must f i r s t  ’>e paraphrase'* 1 2 3 i f  i t  i3 essentia■_ 
communicate i t  to persons outside P tish or All ied Goverrmen+ Services

Addressed A ir Ministry.

IMPORTANT.

IZ 2553 31063/C0S(?) 9th December 1942 
Following fo r COS from General fa v e ll.
Your OZ 1849 (JOS (India) 95

1. From your telegram we calculate that the 
following numbers w i l l  be required to man these 
craft with Indian ratings ana to provide reserves.

(a ) Crews fo r landing craft. O fficers 394 
Ratings 3054.

(b) Beach parties. O fficers 36. Ratings 360.
(c ) artificers  maintenance parties and engine 

drivers. O fficers 49. Ratings 1105.
(d) Signal personnel. O fficers 12. Ratings 497.

2. Of these 600 volunteers from Indian Amy are 
already under training. These do not include 
communications ratings.

3. I f  the remainder are to be of the high quality 
required' they w ill have to be found'from volunteers 
from men already serving-in units o f Indian ,nny 
which has proved to be a lengthy and d iff ic u lt  
process ana results in depriving many.units o f best 
men. I  can only sa tis fa c to r ily  find the above 
numbers by inducing whole units to volunteer and then 
eliminating unsuitable men. This will'mean 
approximate equivalent 4 battalions removed from 
f ie ld  army. D ifficu lt ie s  regarding signals.

£  probably insurmountable.

£  MOST SECRET 

From Armindia Date 10.12.42. 

Reed. 0035Z
CYPHER



3/3 -

4. In any case I propose to raise sufficient personnel m  addition to the 600 given in para. 2 to enable the R.I.'N. to provide naval parties under the various headings given in para. .1 for one i infantry brigade group finding. Before I take further action will you confirm that none of the personnel mentioned m  para. 1 can be found from 
British sources.

i

5. I cannot provide crews for the landing-ships 
tank.

1330Z/9
Reed, in W.R. 1600/10 Dec

Brig. Jacob.- Fore ign So ore t ary First Sea Lord 
0.6 Tols.
G . . . .  i.';.

1st Lord 1st S.L. (2)

V.G.N.S
l 9

P.A.S,(S) 
P.A.S.(C)
K.A.Snd S.L

« X  « 1 ) *

D.N.I.(4) 
IH.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

E ast In d ies  -  Oontd.

A .F .0 . 5076/14.2 . Japanese Govt.have in tim ated  
th a t fo llo w in g  ship s w il l  he employed as H osp ital 
S h ip s. MIZUHO MARU 8506 tons le n g th  1 5 0 .2 . m etres 
one fu nnel 2 m asts.
SAHOPBERIYA MARU 5U6l tons len g th  1 0 6 .7  m etres 

one fu nn el 2 m asts KOHOKU MARU 2578 tons le n g th  8 6 .7  m etres one 
fu n n el 2 m asts.
Acceptance o f th ese as h o s p ita l  sh ip s w il l  he confirm ed.
(0 . in .O .E .F . 1652Z/9 to  E .X .S tn ) .

1 /
LEOPARD. F .N .F .L . have in s tru c te d  F.S.LEOPARD to  propose

programme fo r  passage to  South P a c i f i c  Area 
a f t e r  conveying General J^entilhom ae from K ilin d in i  

to  Majunga on about 214-th December.
2 .My l6 2 l/ l5 th  F .N .F .L . London 12I4.5 /1 6  November and G. in  G .S.A . 
1107/22 November r e f e r .
5 . War O ffic e  are  asking G.O.C. E .A fr ic a  i f  he has any o b je c tio n  
and are in s tr u c t in g  him to  keep you inform ed.
(D .O .D .(F) Approved A .C .N .S .(f ) 1911A/9 to G. in C .E .F . ) .

Your 6°.3U5 o f Uth December (IOOOG/I4. ) .
1 . Agreement l i k e l y  to  be signed  w ithin  nexj; few days and L egen ti 
hainme should a rr iv e  in  Madagascar in  F.S.LEOPARD which they 
have a lread y  ordered to  Mombasa in  a n tic ip a t io n  o f  a r r iv a l .
5 . We co n sid er i t  p o l i t i c a l l y  u n d esirab le  th a t you should 
accompany Legentilhorame in  French v e s s e l  but s t i l l  th in k  i t  
d e s ira b le  th a t you should be in  Madagascar in  order fo rm ally  
to  hand over the a d m in is tra tio n  to  Legentilhomme on h is  a r r iv a l .  
I4.. Have you any .o b je c t io n  to  Legentilhomme proceeding to  
Madagascar in  LEOPARD.
5 . P lease  keep G. in  G .E .F .in form ed .

(W.O. 2150A/9 to  G.O.G. in  G .E .A .) .

War D iary .

Jap
H osp ita l
S h ip s.

SEVERN. On com pletion o f r e f i t  SEVERN w il l  jo in  E astern
F le e t .  2 . She should be ready to  leav e U.K. 
towards the end o f January,19U 3.
(D .O .D .(F) Approved A .C .N .S .(F ) 19UOA/9 to
G. in  G .S .F . ,  c. in  C.Med.(R) F .O .S . C a p t.(S ) 5 ) .

G ables. Your 0826/21.
1 . Prop osal to  d iv e r t  Durban-Zanzibar cab le  to  
Majunga i s  q u ite  im p ra c tic a b le .

2 . Gable i s  too old  to  p ick  up fo r  re la y in g  and d iv ersio n  would 
th e re fo re  req u ire  a t  le a s t  700 m iles  o f new c a b le .
5 . This would consume m ajor p o rtio n  o f s t r a te g ic  reserv e  
ordered fo r  n ext y ea r.
U. A. p r a c t ic a b le  and com paratively  sim ple means o f  providing 
cab le  communication to  Madagascar i s  a v a ila b le  in  the M au ritiu s- 
Reunion-Tamatave ca b le  which could be re p a ire d .
5 . M au ritiu s b ein g  fo c a l  poin t in  main Indian  Ocean system would 
provide b e t t e r  connection  than Z anzibar.
(M .( 88) Approved by V .G .N .S .2055/9 to  G. in  G. E .F .(R )  C. in  G. 
S .A , E ast A frican  Command).

/My• ..•
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies - Gontd.

Cables. My 2055A/9.
Gontd. Ca"ble & Y/ireless are being instructed to restore

the Tamatave - Reunion - Mauritius cable as soon 
as cable ship is available.

2.Free French authorities in London are being asked to agree 
arrangement, for Reunion to plug cables through to enable 
Tamatave to work direct with Mauritius. Reunion could come in 
at stated intervals daily but would be unable to intercept 
without breaking down the through circuit.
5. Request you will signal particulars of type and conditions 
of cable auparatus at Tamatave and if operators are available. 
(M.(88) Approved by V.C.N.S. 2212A/9 to G. in G.E.F. (R) East 
African Command, N.O.I.G.Tamatave, N.0.I.G.Mauritius).

H.M.S. Your lnl/5, para.One.
IRONCLAD. Alteration of name was ordered by my 0310/2 Sept

because Free French took umbrage at change.
She should now be re-christened and remain 

GENERAL F.OCH for remainder of her nautical life.
2. If necessary a craft at Kilindini should be christened 

IRONCLAD.
(Sec. to A.G.N.S.(F) 2 3 5 W 9  to G* in G* E«F «).
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America and West Indies.

Lorsa 6147. Ref. Salor 5400, 1858/14 Nov. 
Question of assignment of wooden salvage vessels 
now under consideration. As this may depend on 
interpretation of ’'Ocean going" with reference to 
existing vessels, request dimensions of and any 

other relevant information regarding 21 vessels stated in Salor 
1210/23rd August 1942, para 3 to be stationed around U.K.
(B.A.D. 0005Z/9 to Admty.)

War Diary.

Wooden
Salvage
Vessels.

K. 14
3 tĵ

Movements.

S/M situation 0055/9 U.S. S/M notice. Modify rr̂r 
1611/8 Dutch K.14 departed 1900Z*(?Norfolk 
(Virginia)) via positions 33.25 N 66.18 W and
36.33 N 71.30 W speed 10.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 0055/9 to Admty.)

_ />  z Sju

8th Dec. arrivals Q.080 from Pictou N.S. U.S. S. 
JUNALUSKA,Y M S 78, from Cased Bay, U.S.S. STAfr. 7 
9th Dec. departures,U.S.S. STAt f  for Boston,U.S.S. 
JUNALUSKA,Y M S 78,for Argentia. Arrival H.M.C.S. 
TIMMINS, BUCTOUCHE, MINAS, NIPIGON ex H.X.218.
(N. 0.1. C. Halifax N« S. 0301Z/9 to Admty. etc.)A vsi
New York departed 1250Z/8 QUEEN MARY.
(N.S.H.Q. 0400Z/9 to D.8.T. )
A.T. 30 change course forthwith to new (W) 39° N 
45° W (X) 41.30 30.30 thence (T). A. T. 30 
(corrupt group) by separate despatch.

(Connav 2050/9 to A.T. 30 (R) Cinclant. C. T. 24. C.T.G.24.6. 
Admty. C. in C. W.A. N.S.H.Q. C.O.A.C. F.O.N.F.) 
Following is Connav 1532/9. Estimated P.C.S. 2000Z/9.

A.T.30. 39.12 57.03 086° 26.5. altering in 44.50 W to 076°. 
(Comnaveu 2141/9 to Admty.)

QUEEN 
MARY 
(A.T.30)

U/B Following received. Intercept 0330 G.M. T. 500 K/cs.
De V SH (Bathurst W/T) (unread) only part of message 
intercept 07? 2 N. 58.16 W we sighted submarine, 
now surface 015 G.M. T. T.O.R. 0303/9.
(C.C.0. Plymouth 0433A/9 to Admty.)

ENTERPRISE 
search for
CERAMIC and 
PETER MAERSK.

Proceed to position 40° 30’ N 40° 20’ W to search 
for survivors from CERAMIC and PETER MAERSK 
torpedoed night 6/7th. Dec. Portuguese destroyer 
DAO from Horta is also proceeding.
(D.O.D. F. Approved V.C.N.S. 0805A/9 to 
ENTERPRISE. (R) Connav. N.A. Lisbon. V.A. Gib.)

A.M. 0805/9. ENTERPRISE is to continue search in this area 
until limit of prudent endurance, subsequently proceeding to 
refuel at St. Johns N.F.
2. As ENTERPRISE may not hold charts and navigational information 
for Newfoundland F.O.N.F. is requested to issue necessary routeing 
instructions. After fuelling she is to be sailed for the Clyde.
3. ENTERPRISE is to report her P.C.S on abandoning search.
4. A south-westerly gale has been blowing in area 40° N 40° W 
since sinking, veering to N.W. early 8th December.
(D.O.D. F. 1350A/9 to ENTERPRISE. F.O.N.F. (R) Connav. etc.) 
ENTERPRISE 1531/9 and other signals, see North Atlantic.
Your 1531/9, comply with my 1350/9. (D.O.D. (F.) 2344A/9 to
ENTERPRISE. (R) Connav. 7. A. Gib.) /Attacks...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.
Cominch*s 2125/8 addressed for action to Admty. 
and for information to B.A.D. and Comnaveu, 
informs as follows: this refers to your 1059B/22
July, (weekly signal of promising attacks on 

U-Boats) A submarine was blown to the surface by depth charges 
from P.C.493 near Aruba on Nov. 9th. On Nov. 12th. 8 attacks by 
surface craft escorting convoy off Aruba, and 3 by armed guards 
of merchant vessels in the convoy. Inconclusive evidence of 
damage is given in incomplete reports. In week ending 2400Z/6, 
58 attacks were reported.
(Comnaveu 0819/9 to Admty.)

War Diary.

Attacks 
on U/Bs.

U/B C.E.S.F’s 081847 informs as follows:
positions. S/M estimate 0800Q/9 Dec.

(Comnaveu 0829/9 to Admty.)

H.X. 217 
U/B.

PRINC 
AND RE J.

D/F on 3920 K/cs at 0647Z indicates U-Boat in 
vicinity of 59° N 29° W which may have reported you. 
(D.D.I.C. 0851A/9 to Escorts of H.X.217.)

Overdue Trinidad Yugoslav PRINC ANDREJ.
(S.0.(1), Jamaica 0857R/9 to Admty. S.B.N.O. W.A. 
B.A.D.) Safe, see Admty. 1649/10.

ENGLEMAN Departures 9th Dec. U.S.A. transport ENGLEMAN to
sea.
(Aruba N.W.I. 1108QR/9 to Admty.)

ATTACKER Am setting watch in accordance with your 2235Z/30
135.
(ATTACKER 1200Z/9 to B.A.D. (R) Admty. S.B.N.O. W.A. 
N.S.H.Q. Cominch. C.W.S.P. C.P.S.P.)

Ref. your 1610Z/8 sail convoy when ready and when 
directed by N.C.X.P. Naumea and Mindiv 19 are 
required on this side. Advise whether your Sea 
Frontier Forces augmented by U.G. convoy ocean 
escorts as available in Moroccan waters are 
inadequate to meet your needs.
(Cinclant 1428/9 to C.T. G. 26.7. (R) Comnaveu. 
Cominch. Admty. N.C.X.F. Reed, from U.S.N. at 
2225/9.)

Personal for 1st. Sea Lord.
You will no doubt have seen despatch No. 54 from 
Prime Minister of Canada to Prime Minister of 
Great Britain on subject of 14 destroyers to be 

turned over to R.C.N.
2. We in Canada are fully aware of great difficulties you are 
having in U.K. in provisioning of adequate number of Fleet 
destroyers in addition to those T.B. destroyers for trade and 
troop convoy escorts.
3. We of course do not expect to get all 14 destroyers 
immediately but we would very much like to get say 4 immediately 
and remainder spread over next 18 months.

Convoy 
from 
”Torch” 
Area.

Destroyers
for R.C.N.

/4. I should.
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M E S S A G E cr

MOST SECRET 
To Opnav.Repeatod Comnavou.

10577/91 li Dgcombor

Date 9/12/42

______________ U.S.X.____________________
From Admiralty.

Movemonts Summary at 1800/G.M.T/9th December.
Ship position Course Speed
S/M K.14 
MILFORD )

35 dogs. N,, 69 degs. W. 308 degs. 9

Tanker Convoy) 09 dogs. N., 25s- dogs. W. 273 degs. 9?

AT 30
•

39 dogs. N., 58 dogs. W. 086 dogs. 26?

TA 29 43sr dogs. N., 60-g- dogs. W. 294 degs. 25

OuRIDTHIAN 15-2- dogs. S., 26 degs. W. 243 degs. 12

EIL'KRPRISE/j . 3/£ 41 dogs. N., 28? dogs. W. 270 degs. 18

1057Z/9.for D.O.D.(F)(164)
V.C.N.3.A.O.N.S. (H)A.C.N.S.(F)(2)A.C.N.S.(T)N.A. 1,st S.L.Captain PirnD.O.D.(H)(2)D.O.D.(F)(2)D.T.n.(2)D.T.D.(M)D.T.D.(C)Duty Captain (2)

U.S.N.C3)D.A./S.W.Head of IL D.D.I.CJS)
i.M & r
D°. of P. (2) Admiral Blake



MOST SECRET

318
9.12.1942.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.
4. I should like to point out that while it is 
economical for Canada to build a large number of 
frigates and single screw corvettes it is not 
economical in the interest of the total war effort 
for us to build destroyers. Therefore we must 

look to you or to U.S.A. for any addition to or replacements for 
our destroyer fleet.
5. It is suggested that possibly Canadian Government might agree 
to allocation of the 4 Canadian Tribals at present completing or 
building to fleet work in U.K. provided these would assist you to 
release the escort destroyers requested by us.
(C.N.S. Ottawa 1512Z/9 to Admty.)

War Diary.

Destroyers 
for R.C.N. 
Contd.

U.S.S.R. Your 2044/10 Nov. (N.T. in W.D.) Request I be
S/Ms. informed (a) Destination of U.S.S.R. Submarines.

(b) Whether they are to be sailed singly, in 
pairs or in company.

(c) Whether escort will be provided to take submarines clear of 
Canadian coastal zone.
(d) Whether Cominch or C.O.A.C. is to route submarines onward to 
destination.
(C.O.A.C. 1525Z/9 to Cominch. (r ) Admty. N.S.H.Q.)

Shipping Your 1015Z/8 concur in that C.S.S.F. has authority
ex O.N. to divert ships from O.N. convoys from positions
Convoys. outside (?of) New York to destinations as far

south as Chesapeake at his discretion and as 
conditions warrant. Maori route should be supplied 
by U.K. routeing authorities.
(Cominch C & R 1527/9 to Admty. (R) C.E.S.F.)

Submarine estimate Dec. 9th and U.S. Sub. notice. 
(Cominch 1627/9.)

San Francisco 2025Z/8 ILE DE FRANCE for Bombay via 
Honolulu and Wellington 13th Dec. a.m. knots 20, 
days 13.6. Honolulu oil fuel 2500.
Section 2. A.038° N 127° W. B. 033° 30' N 135° W. 

C. 029° N 145° W. D. 023° N 155 W. thence proceeding Pearl 
Harbour. S.P. 02272 (21) (22) S.P. 02413 copy 709. H/F con 
hydropac 45 QFA 146 QMA 82.
(N.S.H.Q. 1708Z/9 to Admty.)

U/B
Positions.

ILE DE 
FRANCE

Trinidad Your 1825/7. Diversion of northbound ships with
bunkers. the exception of Bauxite Loaders to by-pass

Trinidad is now the normal practice. To prevent 
onward delays Navy Dept, are agreeable to consider 

each individual case on its merits and where possible even a call 
at Guantanamo will be omitted. 2. In order to make intelligent 
diversion possible request that route signal should contain 
loading destination as many of these specify first port of call 
only. Also notation after days bunkers whether coal or oil. 
(B.A.D. 1821Z/9 to Admty.)

/LORD KELVIN...



3is a
MOST SECRET

MOST SECRET MESSAGE
From: C.O.A.O, H alifax.

1710/9th Dec. IN. 
Date 10.12.42.
Reed; 0630

Naval Cypher S by W/T.

Addressed: Admiralty
IMPORTANT.

Section South west.
0.H194 Western lo ca l Escort Task units 24.18.1 042°/ax* nao° p^qc 7

063°
„  _ ___ ving to 254u in 065° 17'.

St.John n .B. portion escorted by NIPIGON detach 
in  005® 56* course 333° > .3*
LORD KELVIN, BUTTER1ERE,WASTEWATER, d e Darted H alifax  
21pOZ/Sth,en route Tor position p44*~49' North 
059"’ 50' West fo r cable repair, *-«- 
F.H,20» QCDETIA,E.T.A. 2100Z/9th.U.S. Destroyer 
ficOORI/ilOK 043* 48' 063° 58' 218* 14. a lte rin g  
to 261° in  067° 00' West.
U.S.S.Y.M .S 78, tug JUNALUSKA»0440 51' 061® 53« 
coastwise to 046° 00* 059* 32* thence 084° 9. S  

DAISY,FOST WILLTdW,vicinity Cape Sable en route

« i T ° § | 5 n A Uaf 1 & - SUbm̂ neiS-^’S 56’in
r n ^  ' *<rr

:̂ EV)TCM ASH, 645° 05' 061° 00' 056° 7 en route Sydney
).S,S.; STAFF, 0-13° 22' 065° 05' en route Boston 12 knots. L . /

r  1710Z/9
Advance Copy sent Duty Capt.,

a.c.n.3.(?) D°aE*(H' E-D-1-c-
< 8 >

U t  p1̂  S-L-

B:M) m
fes&i21
B ofT Plans (2)

D.A/S.W. 
Hd of M.I*

F.O.S. by courier.
C.C.R .T.

. (2) 
D.T.D. (M) 

D .N .I.(4) 
D. M. S .
U .S.N .(3) 
D .S.D .(2;

p
D

.C .R .T .

.T.D.C3)

.T .D .(C )



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.12.1942.
Wednesday.

America and West Indies - Contd.
LORD 
KELVIN 
(Cableship)
 ̂1

A * 7*  *

Sailing telegram for cable grounds, thence 
Sydney N.S.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax 1917Z/9, 1555Z/10 to Admty. (r ) 
Connav etc.)

It has been understood that ships can load sugar 
at San Pedro de Macoris in protected berth down to 
draught of 14 feet only. They then proceed to 
another port for balance cargo.
2. Information lately received indicates that net 
defences may have been established enabling loading 

to be completed in safety in San Pedro de Macoris roadstead.
3. Request any available information.
(D.T.D. 2012A/9 to S.B.N.O. W.A. (R) S.0.(1.) Jamaica. B.A.D.)

San Pedro 
de Macoris 
sugar 
cargoes.

BATTLER When ready sail BATTLER Norfolk to New York to
depart with H.X.220. Aircraft in this vessel are 
in operating status and available for protection 
of convoy en route.
(C. in C. U.S. Fleet 2030/9 to C.E.S.F. (R) C.T.24. 
Com. 3. Com. 4. Com. 5. Cinclant. N.S.H.Q. Adraty. 
C.O.A.C. U.S. Port Director New York.)

QUEEN
ELIZABETH
(T.A.29)

Departure and arrival HAMILTON, HSPATICA, escorting 
T. A. 29.
(N. O.I.C. Halifax 2038Z/9 to Admty. etc.)

Shipping Connav serial No. 9.
casualties. Correct position EMPIRE SPENSER Serial 8 to 37° 06'W

------------ ---- ^CERAMIC believed torpedoed sunk 7th Dec. approx.
40° N 39° W.

-4 Sailing STAR OF SCOTLAND sunk by torpedo 13th Nov. 26.30 S 00.20 W. 
CHARLES L D sunk by torpedo 9th Dec. approx. 59° N 29° W H.X.217. 
(Connav 2101/9 to Comnaveu.)

Sub. attack Para A. CHARLES L D torpedoed sunk 58.59 N 29.31 W. 
& sighting 0815Z/9.

•—summary.------ >Para B. CERAMIC torpedoed area 40.30 N 40.20 W 6/7
......... /iDec. STAR OF SCOTLAND attacked sunk 26° S 00.20 W.

"13 Nov. LEA, U.B. orU.R. 114. JEREMIAH WADSWORTH
3 torpedo hits.
Para C. P.C.545 attacks sub. 24.23 N.72.35 W,about 2240Z/7. CG. 
Picket boat sights sub. on surface cohrse northwest 40.09 N 
73.44 W 0045Z/9. SS. JAMES E. JONES attacks sub. on surface 
07.22 N 58.16 W 0015Z/9.
(Cominch 2121/9 to Admty. for O.I.C. (R) N.S.H.Q.)

ANDES Request early reply to my 1540/5 and 2054/7.
(N.S.H.Q. 2144Z/9 to Admty. (R) D of S.T. )

/Tanker



MOST SECRET.

320
V/ar Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

9.12.1942.
Wednesday.

Tanker
convoy
for
"Torch"
area.

America and West Indies - Contd.
My 0351/1 and 1901/7. Suggest destroyers 
mentioned in your 1900/8 not to N.C.X.F. might he 
used to escort convoy of five or six fast tankers 
to "Torch" area leaving U. S. about 1st week in 
January.
(B.A.D. 2201Z/9 to Admty. (R) N.C.X.F. )
See also 1707Z/11.

Dakar My 2125/7 (N. T. in W.D.) Full text of Admiral
negotiations. Glassfurds directive is being signalled in J.S.M.

547. Request you will inform F.O.C.W.Af. and 
N.C.X.F. as necessary.
(B.A.D. 2223Z/9 to Admty.)

Floating My 1805/24. Para 2. (a) Navy Dept, now give
dock. completion date of Dock as 15th Feb. Date in

para 4 should be amended accordingly.
(B.A.D. 2235Z/9 to Admty. F.O.C.W.A.F. (R)
0.0.A.C. N.S.H.Q. C. in C. 3.A. S.B.N.0. W.A. 
3.B.N.O. Trinidad.)

U/B Contact picked up by R.C.A.F. aircraft indicates
submarine in 046° 32* N 050° 37' W at (?22)14 9th. 
(C.O.A.C. 2304Z/9 to GB7A. C.T.F.24.)

ORCHIS When ready for sea about 1130Z/10 proceed to join
ROSELYS H.X.218 at R/V. By hand to ROSSLYS and ORCHIS.

(C.T. 24. 2331Z/9 to ORCHIS. (R) ROSELYS. C.T.G. 
24.6. C.T.G.(7) C.(?R) C. ? Admty. C. in C. W.A. 
N.S.H.Q. F.O.N.F. C.O.A.C.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Situation. Digest Serial No. 321 Dec. 8th.

Photos Buin Shortlands area morning 8th indicate 
9 destroyers 2 submarines 1 minelayer 1 tanker 

3 merchant vessels 3000-7000 tons, 4 small merchant vessels,
2 wrecked merchant vessels.
(2) Photo R/C Rabaul morning same day showed 38 vessels in 
harbour including 2 heavy cruisers, 1 light cruiser, 9 destroyers, 
2 torpedo boats, 1 possible seaplane tender, 1 possible submarine 
tender, 1 large and 1 small tanker, 2 patrol craft, 17 merchant 
vessels, totalling approx. 93,000 tons 1 other unidentified ship 
(8) 16,000 ton vessel also sighted anchored in Massawa Bay (20 
miles West Reba) 10 Zeros engaged Fortress over Vunakanau one 
probably destroyed 1 damaged.

/(3) 1 converted...



MOST SECRET
WARNING: This i s  an unp&raphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code massage, aasd the tex^ must f i r s t  he paraphrased i f  it  ia essen tia l to 
communicate it  to persohs outside B ritish  of A llied  Coverment Servicer..

Addrcs s eels — Actairalt y»

Reference GCIHIAV 151.fi/9 Aoe-S

GIF-2 (E) 40-01 • 60w15 270

D .O .D .(H )(2 ).
D.O.D. (f ) ( 2 ) .
HcUof M. (10) •
D .D .I .C .(2 ) .
D ,o f .I \ (2 ) .
D .T.-D .(3).
d.t.d.(m).

Ad, B lake.
AcL. Ramsey .  (4 )  • 
F i le  1 9 1 9 /9 .

HOST SECRET

Prom: -  CQMNA.VEU.

2250/9th  Dec. IN

Tint e. 9 /12 /42 .

Commnd-

and. West o f  26 W est, Less Eastern Sea Frontier:

2 2 5 0 /9 .

Advance Couy. Duty Ch.pt.,
D.O.D . (F ) .  
D.T.D.

V.C.N.S.

N .A .ls t  S ,L .

Duty Capt.(2 )

«



MOST SECRET

321
9.12. 1942. 
Wednesday.

FOREIOJ STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand,.£ w/£-
(3) 1 converted aircraft carrier sighted north of
Witu Islands morning 7th course 5 ^ °  shadowed to 
vicinity Admiralty Islands 20° 30* 147° 45* E at 
0300Z/8. 1 light cruiser 2 destroyers one large

merchant vessel also sighted 2° 5’ S 147° 55’ E at 0340Z/8 
course 220°.
(4) 6 destroyers in 2 columns 1 ahead formation spaces 1 mile 
apart sighted 5° S 152° 35' E at 2320Z/7 course S.W. shadowed and 
later attacked by two forces of Fortresses scoring 2 probable 
direct hits (500 lb.) one stern leading (?destroyer) interception 
by approx. 15 fighters 8 probably 9 destroyed 2 others damaged 
without loss to Fortresses, destroyers later reported changed 
course returning Rabaul last sighted 5° 5* S 142° 25* E at
0545Z/8 course 10°.
(5) No further advances made in Buna area where enemy are counter 
attacking vicinity S.E. Buna, repulsed with enemy losses 50 
killed. Australians attacking enemy positions Gona area.
(6) Forces Bostons and B.25s attacked Buna and Ciadere area 
during day. Six B.25s bombed Lae aerodrome afternoon (?December) 
causing large explosion and fires.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 0459Z/9 to Admty. etc.)

Movements. Arrival Fremantle 7th Dec. U.S. Seaplane tender 
WILLIAM B. PRESTON, from Exmouth Gulf departures 

4 i . r 4 . / ) / S i € B B r t l i T m W  8th, U.S.S. HERON for Exmouth Gulf. 
Townsville 8th, WHYALLA for Port Moresby, H.M.A.S. WARRE^O for 
Milne Bay, Cairns, ©eparture U.S. Patrol Gunboat TULSA for Milne 
Bay.
(A.G.N.B. 0827/9 to Admty. etc.)
Arrival Papeete 7th Dec. F.S. CHEVREUIL.
(D.N.I. Wellington 1302M/9 to Admty. F.N.F.L. London. (R) A.C.N.B. 
Comsopac.)

War Diary.

Situation.
Contd.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

Approx, positions.
(D.D.I.C. 1438A/9, 1439A/9.)



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

H.X.217.

Group
sailings.

Force Q

SITUATION REPORT.

10.12.1942.
Thursday.

Home Commands.
About 14 attempted attacks were made on convoy 
H.X.217 last night. Several promising counter 
attacks were made.
Today Catalina A/C H/84 from Iceland (apparently 
escorting the convoy) made 6 U-Boat sightings 
and at 1403 attacked the sixth on the surface in 
58° 9* N 22° 44* W (340 miles S of Reykjavik) 
and brought to the surface half a mile of oil, a 
dead man and 8 blimp shaped floats, 2 of them with 
one man each, and some wreckage.

South Atlantic.
Replying to the Admty. request on 7th Dec. for 
group sailings, etc., on the eastern part of the 
station C. in C. S.A. says that group sailings 
from Durban, Lourenco Marques and Capetown have 
been instituted and used whenever any escorts are 
available. His organisation is much on the lines 
suggested, but he has retained one destroyer and 2 
corvettes in Capetown area, which enables him to 
escort tankers and other special ships. Air 
escort is provided by (a) S.A.A.F. (b) No. 25 
Training Group, or (c) Catalinas. The latter are 
now at St. Lugia Bay, but can return to Saldanha 
Bay at short notice.

Trinidad reports that Norwegian M.V. INDRA was 
torpedoed and sunk by 2 U-Boats at 1630 G.M. T. 
26th Nov. in 2° 10’ N 28° 52’ W (about 70 miles 
N.E. of St. Pauls Rocks)

Mediterranean.
The term Force Q is now to be employed to signify 
the cruiser and destroyer force employed as a 
striking force in the Bone area. The force will 
normally be forme ft of two of the 12th C. S. and 
2 of 4 Fleet destroyers detached from Force H, as 
detailed by C.S.12.
AURORA, ARGONAUT, ESKIMO and QUALITY sailed from 
Algiers for Bone this evening.
SIRIUS, DIDO, ASHANTI and- TARTAR sailed from Bone 
to Algiers at dusk today, carrying out a sweep to 
the north eastward on the way. No special incident 
occurred during the sweep.

/PORCUPINE..



MOST SECRET

War D ia ry .

O peration  
” Q uadrangle 
(A )"

F o rce  H

SITUATION REPORT.

323
1 0 .1 2 .1 9 4 2 . 
T hursday.

M ed iterran ean  -  Contd.

PORCUPINE (to rp ed o e d  y e s te r d a y )  a r r iv e d  a t  A rzeu 
to d ay . S/M Depot sh ip  MAIDSTONE which PORCUPINE 
was e s c o r t in g  a r r iv e d  a t  A lg i e r s .

N .C .X .F . r e p o r t s  th a t  P .219  w h ils t  on p a t r o l  in  
the B iz e r t a  -  M arittim o  a re a  o b ta in e d  h i t s  on 4 
m erchant v e s s e l s ,  one o f  which i s  known to  have 
sunk. URSULA blew  up a t r a in  a t  A la s s io  and san k  
an A /S sch oon er in  the G u lf o f  Genoa. H it s  by 
g u n fir e  were ob served  on o i l  ta n k s  and a t r a i n .  
The ex-Fren ch  S3 . ST. MARGUERITE from  M a r s e i l le s  
to  N ap le s was sunk n o rth  o f  C o r s ic a  on 2nd D ec. 
and the German m aste r  and c h ie f  e n g in e e r  were 
taken  p r i s o n e r s .

M .T.Bs 266, 307 and 315 l e f t  M alta  a t  1600A fo r  
Bone, b u t had to  re tu rn  on accoun t o f  bad w eath er.

A W ellin gton  l a i d  2 m ines a t  the e n tran ce  to  
T r ip o l i  H arbour l a s t  n ig h t .

P .R .U . re p o rte d  th a t  two 8” c r u i s e r s  had l e f t  
M essin a a t  0730A.
F o rce  K (EURYALUS, CLEOPATRA, JERV IS, KELVIN, 
NUBIAN) s a i l e d  from  M alta  a t  abou t 1000 to d ay , 
to  meet convoy M.W.15, and a d d it io n a l  a i r  R/C 
was c a r r ie d  out to  the northw ard . S e v e r a l  6 
engined f l y i n g  b o a ts  were seen  between the convoy 
and M alta  and 2 o f  them were sh o t  down. I t  i s  
thought th ey  were e i t h e r  tro o p  c a r r i e r s  o r  
m in e la y e r s . A ir  R/C h av in g  e s t a b l i s h e d  th a t  
th ere  was no th r e a t  to  the convoy, the fo r c e  was 
r e c a l l e d  to  harbou r a t  1216A and a r r iv e d  a t  M alta 
a t  1717A. Convoy M.W. 15 a r r iv e d  a t  M alta  a t  
2131A e sc o r te d  by ORION, HURSLEY, CROOME, ALDENHAM 
and EXMOOR.

NELSON, RODNEY, FORMIDABLE, MILNE, METEOR, 
LOOKOUT, PANTHER, PARTRIDGE, FART,DALE, AVON VALE, 
and VERITY s a i l e d  from  G ib r a l t a r  a t  1516A to d ay  
f o r  Mers E l  K e b ir .

B e a u f ig h te r s  c a r r y in g  bombs a t ta c k e d  sh ip p in g  in  
S o u sse  H arbour e a r ly  t h i s  a fte rn o o n  and cau sed  
damage in  the p o r t  and 2 very  n e ar  m is se s  on a 5000 
ton  m erchant v e s s e l  which was u n lo a d in g  a t  the 
main com m ercial quay. A la r g e  f i r e  was s t a r t e d .



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
SITUATION REPORT.

10.12. 1942. 
Thursday.

East Indies.
The railway and docks were damaged when Chittagong 
was bombed today by 24 plus Army 97 HB with 
fighter escort.

America and West Indies.
N.S.H.Q. Ottawa reports that in consequence of 
the withdrawal of destroyers from the Local Escort 
Force for the Western Support Force and of 17 
Canadian corvettes for North African convoys the 
strength of the local escort groups is often 
inadequate.

Cominch reports that Dutch M.V. BINTANG was 
torpedoed and sunk at 0830Z/21 Nov. in 10° 30' N
50° W.



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

BELFAST.

SUFFOLK.

GLENEAHN.

P.31.

7/. A.
Command.

O. 15.
rtoUTH 

Zrhs. //*./>.

P. 615.

S/M
Positions.

^THRASHER.'

* L~_/3.3AS^>
/ K.X.6 A. 

45’ N. 013° 05’
(C. in C.

10.12.1942.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.
My 1701/9. Sailed. E.T.A. 1500/11. 
C. in C. Plymouth 0925A/10.)

Scapa departure 0933 SUFFOLK.
(A.C.O.S. 1015/10 to C. in C. Nore.)

/it.7. .C.C.O's 1640/9. Request when GLENEARN is 
sailed to London the following facts may be taken 
into account in ordering escort and air protection. 
Ship is deficient in A.A. armament and is not 
completely manned. There are only 2 other 
L.S.I.(L) in the country.
(S.O. A.S.C. 1148A/10 to N.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Your 1546/9. Request you sail P.31 for 
Portsmouth when ready about 19th December.
P.31 will proceed later to Holy Loch to work up. 
(F.O.S. 1259A/10 to C. in C. Wore.)

Situation at 1958A/10. Details. 
(C. in C. W.A. 1351A/10.)
See Jiion Copy.

0.15 sailed for Scapa.
(Capt. S.9 1615A/10 to B.D.Z. 
t ^ ) *-Ao jajri )

Codeword "Keeper”. Sailing postponed pending 
improved weather owing to defect in escort 
vessel.
(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown 1625A/10 to F.O.S.)

At 0800/11. Details. 
(F.O.S. 1724A/10, 1024A/11) 
See Lion Copy.

Convoy K.X.6 A consisting of cable ship in tow of 
2 trawlers at 2000A/10 in 047° 55' N. 013° 30* W. 
187°, 5 knots.
(2) THRASHER and P.221 keep 10 miles to starboard 
of your route until 049° N.
(F.O.S. 1938A/10 to S/Ms.)
Estimated position of THRASHER at 0800A/11 046°
W. northbound submerged by day.

W.A. 2342A/10 to NORTHERN FOAM, NORTHERN GIFT.)



• SECRET »
W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate It to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(‘ NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O.T.P.”) are excepted from this rule.)

SECRET 

Prom F #O.S#

M E S S A G E
1024h/ll December* 

Date 1 1 ,1 2 .4 2 .

Rood* 1039

addressed: Admiralty,

273, 1 7 2 4 /  10th December para»(s) amend to read v icin ity  Kina'-ird
Head due Scapa 1630 11th ,

1 0 2 ^ /1 1 .

A,C.N,S,(H) 
H ,A ,lst S ,L , 
Gapt, Pim 
D.D.0,D.(m) 
D . H . I , ( 4 ) 
Ops, (3 ) 
0eD ,(5 ;
0 .  1 , c , (3 )
D, ©f Pla 
D,i/SiV, 
H .(2)
W.D.
1 . r . ( 3 )  
D.T.D.(u)

o a a (3 )

Advance Copy Ops, 0.D, 

/  Most Secret,



MOST SECRET
WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first he paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1351A/l0th December IN

FROM: C, in C. Western Approaches.

Situation at 1958A/lO/l2/42
Section N.E. .
AHDIEL 58 47 05 05 To Plymouth 20

Section S.E.
Situation at 1958A/10/12/42

,

LIMBOUHNE 52 20 05 21 To Plymouth ‘ . 17

P.615 LA. CAPRICIEUSE 54 48 05 22 To 180" Lizard 
Head 5*

10

BELFAST
•

52 15 05 23 To Scapa 26 .till ' 
daylight 
then 29.

LADY MADELEINE 
NORTHERN WAVE

Should, sail Belfast about 0600/11 
to R/V L.0.1*8 in 55 07 05 25

10

ABDlKl i 58 47 05 05 To Plymouth 20

NORTHERN SUN 
CAPE PORTLAND 
VASCAMA

55 18 05 53 To 55 54 10 39 10

0.N.M.153 SOUTHERN BREEZE 
3 Trawlers

52 17 05 14 To Belfast

STEWARD Unescorted 52 01 05 28 Northbound 9

5 U/Vs TANGO 55 43 06 44 To Loch Ewo 7v

0.N.S.152
C.T.U.
24.1.13.

AGASSIZ
SACKVILLE
GALT
WETASKLWIN
HJRNIIAM (S.O.)

50 43 07 33 x / V 55 54 10 39 
thenco
56 10 15 02. -

6

O.N.S.U. J.152 1 Corvette 56 24 08 20 X / V 55 54 10 39 5

Section N.W.
Situation at 1958A/10/12/42

H.X.217 
C.T.U.' 
24.1.4.

FAME
BURZA
POTSNTILLA
EGLANTINE
ROSE
VERVAIN

57 51 20 02 To 56 55 15 02 
thence
56 31 08 29

9

R.U.52 ARAB 60 59 16 51 To 59 02 10 03 4
ANGLE
HUGH WALPOLE 
NORTHERN SPRAY

U.R. 53 (A) GAVOTTE 61 15 14 12 To 62 20 17 30 5*2
STAFNESS REIGHTON WYKE /Section S.V7. ........



3ajff<=

S e c tio n  S .ff.
H o s p ita l  Ship 

ATLANTIC
SPEY
ROTHER
SENNEN
CLARE
REDOUBT
QUICKMATCH
K.X.6A

S .C . l l l
C.T.U ,
24. 1 .3 .  

(E)

0 .N .S .1 50
C.T.U .
2 4 .1 .1 8

A .T .30

0 .N .151
C.T.U.
2 4 .1 .1 5

(E)

V.C.N.S.A.C.N.S.(H) A.C.N.S. (P)(2; A.C.N.S.(T) N .A .lst S.L. Capt. Pin. D.O.D.(H)(2) D.O .D.(F)(2) D .C .(2)U.S.N.D.VS.W.MTU Hd. o f  Us



• MOST SECRET
•YARNING, This i °  ar unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or c.onf'i ?n 
ode rcersage, • nd the text must f 4r<?t xx phrase-1 i f  it  A- s ic, 
tMf’- it ats i+ t > ret sorc ^utt :<3* ~ '■* r>- /

MOST SBOABT

From p . o , 3 .

MSSSAGE 1724A/l0th Deo amber IN

Date 1 0 .1 2 , 42, 
Time 1737

J?jL  BY T/P

A ddressed A dm ira lty  

255

m o v » L #3i ttf o T f o l f l ^ a & ? s t . OBO'Y l l t t l  D 9° '3robar aQd

A, GUBNAHD in  zone K .505,

' 1Sm IH: S ?  -  - - s?- -
T1 4 ! North 13° 1 7 1 Wetit d iv ed  by dav throurrh 
^orth 13° 22* West and 49° 50* N orth  12°

P. 221 44c
49° 10* N orth 13° 22* 
34* W est,
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Operation 
"Valuable".

Operations.
1. Portsmouth Operation "Valuable".
2. Information of a heavily armed enemy 
merchant ship possibly escorted by T.B. and
M. Glass Minesweeper is expected to pass Dover 
Straits westward during next few days.

3. Object destruction of merchant ships.
4. Preliminary disposition. Force B consisting of M.G.Bs 
616, S.O., 613, 615 M.T.Bs 243, 86 will be sailed to Newhaven 
as soon as weather permits and are to be at immediate notice 
there each night during hours of dark as striking force.
Force A consisting of destroyers as detailed are to leave 
Portsmouth each night for patrol in vicinity 050° 28' N.
000° 15’ E. Beachy Head light will be shown for 5 minutes after 
each exact hour at which as ordered a landfall may be made to 
check position. Force A is to sail to pasB E A 3 Buoy outward 
at 1730 and inward at 0800. Force C consisting of destroyers 
not detailed patrol will be anchored St. Helens Roads at immediate notice.
(5) Execution. C. in C. Portsmouth will pass enemy information 
as received to N.O.I.C. Newhaven and Force A. and will order 
forces to attack. A.M. Q Z X 771 is to be crossed by passage
2 as given Portsmouth memorandum 0221/94 of 23rd November 1942. 
Force B when ordered is to follow Force A across A.M. Q Z X 771 
but is not to overtake it, and is to attack after destroyers. 
b.O. Force A is to give necessary directions when he has 
sighted enemy. Force C will be sailed to approx. 25 miles 
North of Cap Barfleur to intercept to southward A.M. Q Z X 771 depending on circumstances.
6. Air R/C will be flown between Le Havre and Somme.
7. Fighter codeword of Force A "Advent", Force B "Device".
9. Destroyer Force tonight, Force A ESKDALE, BROCKLESBY. 
ALBRIGHTON, TYNEDALE. Force C Nil. ’
(C. in G. Portsmouth 1127A/10.)

ALBRIGHTON, ESKDALE, BROGKLESBY are patrolling near 180° 
Beachy Head 16 miles during night and arrive E.A.3 Buoy at 0800/11.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1850A/10 to PYTCHLEY, WHITSHED.)
My 1123/lOth 1942. Para. 9 TYMEDALE will not sail.

S.O. of escort G.W. 140 arrives E.A.5 buoy 0900/11 is PYTCHLEY. 
WHITSHED, WORCESTER, VESPER arriving E.A.5 at 0730/11.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 1853A/10 to ALBRIGHTON.)
Attack. One vessel and 5 escort, position off Calais, 

proceeding V/est, speed 15 knots.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 2015A/10 to Force A.)
Estimated position of enemy by R.D.F. 2406 Cap Gris Hez one 

mile. Enemy one large ship and 7 escorts, speed 12 knots.
(3 S Z U ? Force A 2155A/10 to Portsmouth.)
Proceed your best speed through 050° 18’ N. 000° 15' E. and 

050° 11' N. 000° 24* E. and patrol to westward meridian 000°
30' E. to attack enemy armed merchantman with 7 escorts. 
BROCKLESBY, ALBRIGHTON. and ESKDALE are to proceed ahead of you 
to operate to eastward 000° 30' E.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 2207A/10 to WHITSHED.)

/My 2207/10th ...
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Operations / T .

Operation My 2207/lOth to WHITSHED after passing through
"Valuable". Q Z X 771 operate to eastward of 000° 30’ E.
(contd.) (0. in 0. Portsmouth 2208A/10 to BROCKLESBY,

ESKDALE, ALBRIGHTON, (R) WHITSHED.)
Cancel my 2207. Enemy has entered Boulogne. 

Proceed to Portsmouth in accordance with previous orders, 
arriving E.A.5 buoy at 0730/11.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 2305A/10 to WHITSHED.)
My 2305. Cancel my 2208A/10. Return to patrol North of 

minefield and act in accordance with para 4 of my 1127/10.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 2311A/10 to BROCKLESBY, ESKDALE, 
ALBRIGHTON.)

Biscay S/M
Patrol.
(TUNA)

Unless otherwise ordered TUNA is to leave patrol 
>osition

at 0800A/11 and proceed
pos 
(W) 045° 
dived by$ 046'

048°

02’, 002° 30’ 
day through 
30’, 004° 15’ 
08’, 006° 01* to R/V in

(Z) 180° Lizard Head 12 miles at 1400/13.
2. TUNA may proceed on surface at C.Ob discretion within 40 
miles Lizard Head.
(P.O.S. 1726A/10 to S/Ms.)

Allied Air Activity.

The 6 hours escort given to convoy H.X.217 on 
7th December by Liberator H/120 at a distance of 
800 miles from base almost certainly saved this 
convoy from serious casualties the following night. 
The persistent attacks on the 8th December by 

Liberator B/120 and the long duration of her escort gave 
invaluable protection. It is requested that the Squadron and 
particularly the two crews be informed of our appreciation of 
their fine work and our hopes that the destruction of a U-boat 
will be confirmed.
(1st S.L. 0941A/10 to A.0. C. in C. C.C.)

Escort of 
Convoy 
#-H.X.217.
* yfe Vi/

Own A/C 18 Group reports that meteorological Spitfire
fired on. was fired on by SUFFOLK when at 20 thousand

feet at 1025/10 whilst over Pentland Firth. 
(C. in C. Rosyth 1147A/10 to SUFFOLK.)

Crashed Red Very Light sighted in 058° 26’ N. 023° 45* W.
A/C. at 1116Z/10. ^EGLANTINE investigated, found

crashed aircraft but no sign of survivors.
(FAME 1351Z/10 to C. in C. W.A.)

/Humber ..



MOST SECRET.

328

War Diary
10.12.1942.
Thursday.

HOME COMMANDS

Allied Air Activity - contd.
Humber. F.O.I.G. Humber reports that bombs have been
Explosions of jettisoned recently by friendly aircraft in

At 2055/8 twenty small bombs which did not explode fell near 
a trawler, and again at 1925/9 a single large bomb exploded 
two miles from another trawler. Request representations may 
be made to the Air Ministry.
(C. in C. More 1437A/10 to Admty.)

A/C in Proceed to 82° Peterhead 110 miles via gap A
sea. and search for Beaufighter crew in sea.

My P.G.S. are 126 Peterhead 49 miles, 058° 29 knots.
E.T.A. 082° Peterhead 110 miles at 2025. Request call sign and 
frequency of searching A/C. Weather 4865 9735.

(FAULKNOR 1730A/10 to C. in C. Rosyth.)
If nothing found abandon search in time to arrive Scapa 

before dark tomorrow. FORFEIT sail from Aberdeen with orders 
to arrive position at daylight. FORFEIT will continue search 
after your departure. No aircraft co-operation tonight owing 
to weather but details of co-operation tomorrow will be 
communicated later.

(G. in C. Rosyth 1811A/10 to FAULKNOR.)
Intend searching with Star Shell and searchlight throughout 

night, leaving area at 0800 and proceed Scapa north of mine 
barrier. E.T.A. 1500A/11. My position at 2200, 075° 
Peterhead 98 miles. Weather 4862 9546.

(Capt. D.8 2206A/10 to C. in G. Rosyth.)

jettisoned 
bombs. what appeared to be a single very heavy bomb 

exploded near three minesweeping trawlers.

Aircraft assisting.
(C. in G. Rosyth 1452A/10 to FAULKNOR.)
O  V i Q  1  O  A  °  +  / I Q  m - i  T / a n  O O

Banalc
Enemy Air Activity.
Enemy A/C present on 9th December 
See Enemy Intelligence.

Unknown
operation. Your 1522/6, last para. S.O. 4th M/S Flotilla 

p.m. 11th Dec. and ADVENTURE a.m. 12th December. 
Weather permitting.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 1253A/10 to G. in C. 
Plymouth.)

Z S
Search.

My 1409/7th. S.O. 15 M/S Flot. carried out one 
day's sweeping of southern section on 8th Dec. 
but has made no further progress in last 48 hours 
owing to north easterly gale and snow. Has now 
sailed for shelter in Hesteyrfiord.
(A.C.I.C. 2045A/10 to C. in C. H.F.)
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WESTSEE 
(German, 5911 Tons) 
sunk on 
30th Nov. 
PRINZ EUGEN.

Enemy Intelligence.
• iy 1305/2. 3 merchant ships sunk in all a f?fourth) being WESTSEE of Bremerhaven.
\.2) Russian staff request appreciation of enemy disposition of surface craft submarines air and land forces in Finland and North Norway. They 
have reason to believe some U-Boats left this area.
(3) Russiars report PRINZ EUGEN arrived Trondheim 30th November. /3//*->>-
(4) Air R/C at Banak 9th December observed 11 
twin engined machines on aerodrome.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 1615A/10 to Admty.)

U-Boatsreported.

U-Boats.
D/P bearings up to 0354Z/10, indicate U-Boats still 
in your general area, probably shadowing and reporting.
(D.D.I.C. 0615A/10 to Escorts H.X. 217.)Am over enemy submarine in 58° 15' N. 22° 42’ W.

Submarine was sighted on surface and observed to submerge. When first sighted was on course 160°, speed 8 knots.
(A/C 6 L F H 1142/10 and 1229/10.)
Am over enemy submarine 58° 08’ N. 23° 37’ W. Submarine 

was on surface and seen to submerge, course 130°, knots 10. 
(A/C 6 L P H 1423/10.)
My 1513A/10. Considerable U/B W/T activity continuing from your area.
(D.D.I.C. 1914A/10 to Escorts H.X.217.)

H.X.217
attacked. See shipping.

GREYPRIARS.
Casualties and Defects.
GREYPRIARS from Methil to Humber in F.S^l has entered Tyne after having been in collision. (P.O.I.C. Tyne 1032/10.)

CYGNET. Your 1823/9. CYGNET should be sent Greenock at first opportunity for examination.
(N.O.I.C. Glasgow 1122/10 to Cdre. 'WESTERN ISLES.)

ADHERENT. Your 1051/9/12. Unable to undock ADHERENT 
today. Vessel will be sailed to arrive Beamer 
at 1300 Saturday if weather permits undocking 
p.m. tide Friday.
(N.O.I.C. Methil 1740/10 to A.S. Rosyth.)

/SHARPSHOOTER • • •
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CERAMIC.

M.V. PRIAM.

Convoy 
F.N$86. 
LYlfGr sunk.

K.X.6 A.
ji.

P.W.260. 
W. P.261. 
W. P.262. 
P.W.262.

HOME C OMMAKDS.

Casualties and Defects - contd.
Your 1032/9th. Estimate that SHARPSHOOTER will
he ready to sail 18th December on completion 
temporary repairs.
(N.O.I.C. Iceland 2040A/10 to C. in C. H.F.)

A.M. 2216/10 RPRISE has been repeated
for information to C. in C. W.A.
(H.W.R. 11/12.)

Following from C.Z.V.0 - G.B.L.L. (PRIAM)
Advise owner. Begins:
Number 2 hold present sounding 8 feet. Pumping 
results poor. Bilge suctions choked with wood 
shavings from cargo packing case (2 corrupt 
groups) maintain suction by flooding. Windlass 
motor room flooded, fear considerable damage to 
motors. Weather continues bad. No leaks in 
holds and hatch.covers tight.
(Burnham Radio 2340 G.M.T. 10 to C. in C. W.A., 
Admty.)

Shipping and Convoys.
SS LYNG Nor. bound Tyne from Southampton in 
F.N$86 sunk in collision with unknown vessel at 
2350/9 in approx. N 75 E 3 to 4 miles from Tyne 
North Pier light. Crew including three naval 
gunners all saved.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 0140/10 to Admty.)

My 1621A/6. Two ferry steamers and tug EMPIRE 
TITAN returned Milford Haven a.m. 7th December. 
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 0203A/10 to V.A. Gibral

My 1544/9. P.W.260 postponed owing to weather.
(N.C.S.O. Plymouth 0752/10.)
Owing to weather P.W.260 and W.P.261 are cancelled. 
2. My 1311/9. Cancel para. 3. F.Os I.C.
Cardiff and Milford Haven are requested to sail 
W.P.262 according! to schedule on 11th December 
escorted by AMBROSE PARE, ELLESMERE, LA NANTAISE. 

av/lers will be sailed from Plymouth to arrive 
escort P.W.262 sailing on 12th December.
Plymouth 0923A/10.)

Your 1730/8. Report names of stragglers as 
soon as known.
(C. in C. W.A. 0840Z/10 to Escorts, 0.N.S.150.)

/S.P. 10 ..



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

10.12.1942.
Thursday.

Shipping and Convoys - contd.
S.P.10. My 1639A/9. S.P.10 postponed 24 hours.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 0919A/10.)

K.M.S.5. Intend sailing convoy and escort as in A.M.
2137A/30 and amendment to pass Clyde hoom 
1400A/llth December to pass through position 
(P) at 0900A/12. Codeword "Untrue”.
2. LOUISB0RG will not sail. a
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 1026A/10.) “

H.X.217. H.X.217 P.C.S. at 1100Z/10, 58° 26' N. 23° 38’ W.
108°, 9.
About 14 attempted attacks on convoy last night. 
Several promising counter attacks. BURZA short 
of depth charges. * EGLANTINE no star shells. 
Weather 5491 6354.
(C.T.U. 24.1.4 1125/10 to C. in C. W.A.)

0.N.S.152. C. in C. W.A. 1227A/6. Sailed NORTHERN SUN,
CAPE PORTLAND and VASCAMA to overtake 0.N.S.152. 
(P.O.I.C. N.I. 1210A/10.)

Situation Report at 2000. My 1335 and my 1729/10.
O.N.S. 152, corrected position 55° 43', 07° 33’.

(C. in C. W.A. 1829A/10.)

Disembarkation Until further notice the present practice of dis- 
of Passengers, embarking at Belfast passengers for Bristol Channel 

ports and at Loch Ewe passengers for East Coast 
ports is to be suspended.

2. Bristol Channel passengers should remain on board to des
tination. East Coast passengers should be disembarked at Methil 
or Leith.
3. N.C.S.Os. Belfast and Aultbea should, however, be ready to 
revive the present disembarkation arrangements at immediate 
notice.
4. A.M. 1236/21/11/41 refers.
(A.C.N.S. (T) 1343A/10 to C. in C. W.A.)

Convoy Escort M.Ls for C.W. unable to sail owing to
C.W. weather.

(N.O.I.C. Ramsgate 1705A/10 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

LADY OP MANN. Request you sail WOLVERINE or BADSWORTH to
arrive Belfast p.m./ll to escort LADY OP MANN, 
carrying military personnel to Liverpool sailing 
0200A/I2th. Destroyer to return Londonderry on 
completion.
(C. in C. W.A. 1849A/10 to N.O.I.C.Londonderry.)

/S.C.lll ...
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J.W.51 B.
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Shipping and Convoys - contd.
It is possible for German U-Boats to D/F 1^ 
metres R.D.F. at range of about 20 miles.
As U-Boats from H.X.217 may be in your vicinity 
making for their bases it might be advisable 
not to use it unless there are indications that 
a U-boat is in contact with your convoy.
(C. in C. W.A. 1852Z/10 to C.T.U. 24.1.3.)

Your 1532/5. Details and proposed arrangements. 
(D.T.D. 2005A/10 to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)
See Lion Copy.

A.M. 1328/5. Route and Stragglers Route. 
Details. Rendezvous at 0900Z/18 in position 
P 270° Oversay 6 miles. Estimated S.O.A. 12i 
knots.
(D.0.D.(H) 2035A/10.)

V
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WARNING; This is an tirparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message > and the text must first  be paraphrased i f  it is essential to
con n i^ ^ e j^ i^ ip e rso n s  cm tsidg^^i^h  or Allied Cover^uaegl^JBervioes.

2005A/10 December

Addressed S.B.N.O. N. Russia 527 
Repeated 3.B.N.O. archangel 524 

Admiral M iles 607 Date 10.12.42.

SP.02392(6 WAY)

From Admiralty.

Following fo r  D alg liesh  and. Roullard from 
M.O.W.T. and Harriman Mission.

1. Your 1532/5 December. Final decisions should
be discussed and agreed between B ritish  Naval au th orities  
S .T .0. and yourselves, but we suggest fo llow in g  -

2. F irs t  Party. J.W.51. A Tankers must not 
repeat pot enter White Sea as black o i l  requires 
to be discharged at Murmansk urgently.

3. A l l  B r it is h  and American dry cargo ships and 
Tankers have been s t iffen ed  according to B r itish  
and U.S. sp ec ifica tion s .

4. Estimated maximum d ra fts  o f  dry cargo ships 
in  J.W. 51A on a r r iv a l a re :- /

'BiWjMOB-
SMPiRB
BRIARWOOD
EL OCEANO

WEST fcTMSXX 2 / '  #

Estimated draft on arriva l o f Tankers -

SAN CIPRIANO 
OLIGARCH

26» 6!: 
R.F.A.27* 1”

'U  Kj i i i ' U  W  V U U  COLJ.VJ 1  IV iU A

In  view o f  ava ilab ility  o f suitable cargo fo r  U.S.A 
at Molotovsk, we have suggested to Washington that

/these



— 2-

t-hpse 5 should bo American. " Io w ill  report reply, 
i f  any casualties occur during voyage the number fo r  < 
Molotovsk to be correspondly reduced.

fi Second Partv. J.W.51. \11 shins in J./151B should
prooeeduwmansK. subject to any further advices
at a la ter date from you:- 1
7 Pverv e ffort must be made to assemble su ffic ien t 
cargo or ballast fo r  ships at Murmansk. Please advise 
prospects earliest possible.

8. iadmiralty concur.

A.C.N.S.(T)
for D.T. D.(723)
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FOREIGN STATIONS. 

Force X.

M.K.S.3. Following nine ships missed M.K.S.3. LUTHER
MARTIN, BENEDICT, FORT LAC^IA. ROtfGE, CAITHNESS, 
LEWIS MORRIS, EMPIRE CENTAUR, OCEAN VICTORY, 
BEGUM, MANCHESTER CITIZEN.
(P.S.T.O. X.F. 1005A/10 to D.S.T.)

A/S
Search.

Intend Capt. D. 3rd D.F. with available destroyers 
of Force H (BR) carries a 36 hour anti-sub. search 
of area between Palos Cape, Tenez Cape and 
Habibas Is. commencing at 1200/11. Request 
air co-operation from Gibraltar.
(S.O. Force H (BR) 1244A/10 to N.C.X.F. N.O.I.C. 
Gibraltar. (R) A.O.C. Gibraltar. F. 0.1.C. Oran. 
Capt. D 3rd D.F.)

North For Eisenhower from U.S. Chiefs of Staff.
Africa, Ref. your NAF 39 (Message number 1526) (J.S.M.
U.S and U.K -549, IZ 2565) dated Dec. 9th, the question of 
responsibility.establishing a dividing line between primary

responsibilities of civil administration of the 
U.S. and U.K. has by direction of the President 

been referred to the State Department for direct negotiation and 
settlement with British Foreign Office. In this connection the 
President informed State Department that, in his opinion, all of 
Tripoli should be included in the sphere of American responsibility 
because of its close relationship to Tunisia, both social and 
economical.
(Agwar, Washington 1555/10 to Usfor, London.)

^EXPORT For Eisenhower from Combined Chiefs of Staff.
RHEA 1. The following hereafter constitutes
PLUTO recommendations of Combined Shipping Adjustment

k Board and does not constitute a directive from the
^  , Combined Chiefs of Staff.

2. Netherlands Flag vessel EXPORT is at your disposal for 
purpose you consider most urgent. It should sail under Netherlands 
Flag, the crew employed as prescribed by Dutch Articles and 
conditions, and since she is an allied vessel should not be 
requisitioned by U.S.A.
3. REHA (?RHSA; and PLUTO should be handled in a similar manner. 
However, the ships and their crews should be dispatched immediately 
to U.K. if they are not required for urgent service locally.
4. Until Ministry of War Transport and Netherlands Gov. have 
clarified the status of the vessels, this is a temporary arrange 
(Agwar, Washington 1604Z/10 to Usfor, London.)

Movement Daily movements summaries will in future be made as
Summaries. follows for area G A between Meridian of Gibraltar

and Greenwich Meridian by V.A. Gibraltar, for area 
G B between Greenwich Meridian and 006° 28’ E by 

N.C.X.F., and for area G C between longitude 006° 28' E and 
Eastern limit of station by F.O.I.S. Admty. is requested to 
promulgate area and allot address indicating groups.
2. In addition S.O. Force H is authorised to promulgate to A.I.Gs 
of area affected intended movements of Force H.
3. This will be brought into force by signal when A.I.Gs are 
received.
(N.C.X.F. 1756A/10*to All British S and A concerned in Operation 
"Torch”. V.A. Malta. Inshore Sqdn. Admty. C. in C. Med.)

♦Amended 1118A/11. /M.K.F.4...
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Force X - Contd.

M. K.F.4. Sailing telegram. Escorts EGRET, BANFF, TANATSIDE,
1a c* ft * CLARE, SWALE, ROTHER, *5PEY, SENNEN.

(Cdre. Algiers 1859A/10 to Admty. )*• A, M b
/> 337

BLYSKAWICA Intend to sail Polish Destroyer BLYSKA'.VICA shortly
_ jj escorting to Gib. on conclusion of which she is to
A join Force H. One Hunt of 59 division is then to

join Inshore Squadron vice BLEAN boiler cleaning. On completion 
BLEAN is to rejoin Inshore Squadron (2 groups missing) of Inshore 
Squadron being sent to boiler clean at Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 1924A/10 to S.O.I.S. (R) BLYSKAWICA. S.O. Force H.
N. O.I.C. Gibraltar. Cdre. Algiers. Cdre. F.)

To Agwar (r ) Usfor, London for Marshall from 
Eisenhower. Ref. Your R4054.
Of the military requirements for forces set up, 
for essential civil needs, and equipping French 
forces, it is apparent that present allocation of 
shipping cannot meet the demands. So far only 

requirement which is definitely known is military requirement. 
Civil and ‘'rench Army requirements are being formulated. The full 
capacity of present shipping is required for military needs, 
however, because the military situation may be vitally affected 
unless we need certain civil and increase common items to include 
vast military requirements such as utilities, small tonnages are 
being requested within present convoy limitations. Provided ship 
losses remain small, build up reserves may permit some additional 
tonnages for civil use. These tonnages are entirely inadequate 
to meet civil and French military needs. The civil needs are so 
closely tied up with success of the military campaign that unless 
there is a general readjustment of shipping to increase the 
tonnages received here I shall be compelled to decide between 
reducing the size Of the total forces or by failing to supply 
essentials which they are expecting to receive, causing 
disaffection with the French.
(Algiers 20162/10 to Usfor, London.)

Shipping
for
Civil
needs.
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North Atlantic.
OXFORDSHIRE. Your 1223A/9th and ray 1652A/9th.

(2) Intend to sail OXFORDSHIRE for Algiers at 
lOOO/lOth routed through 78, 82, 76, 12, 100 

S. of A. 14 knots.
(3) E.T.A. Algiers 1600/llth.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 0225A/10 to N.C.X.F., Cdre. Algiers, N.O.I.C. 
Bougie.)

Gibraltar Opsum for 24 hours ended midnight 9th December.
Air Report. U-Boat sightings and attacks. Wellington VIC/

179 at (0517 or 0107) (corrupt)/9 in 36.55 N.
00.59 W. S/E contact presumed U/B. A/C 

switched on S/L but doused as haze made visibility nil. Press 
Med. R/B opened fire which A/C returned. Nothing further 
observed. M/179 Wellington at 0547/9 in 36° 29* N. 1° 26’ w .
6 miles switched on S/L and sighted U/B. A/C dropped 4 torpex 
D/C which exploded between C/T and bow obscuring everything 
except stern of U/B. Nothing further seen. Course of U/B 
on sighting 145° 15 knots. Hudson d/233 at 0912 in 36.00 N. 
06.05 W. sighted C/T of U/B. C/T disappeared too quickly to 
attacks. Hudson S/233 at 1323/9 in 36.45 N. 01.25 W. sighted 
MRN U/B 020u 12. A/C attacked and dropped 4 torpex d/C which 
overshot. A/C and U/B? exchanged fire. U/B submerged 8 mins, 
after attack. No E/A sightings or attacks, no casualties.
(A.H.Q. Gibraltar, 0800Z/10.)

Fast Convoy Propose sail convoy, my 1610/8, plus CONTESSA 
for U.S.A. 12th Dec. S. of A. 13.5 knots/ Will there

be a Gibraltar section? Request Admty. route 
from 10° W. onward. * l—  y

(S.N.O.C.A. , 0910Z/10 to N.C.X.F., (R) Cinclant, C.T.U. 26.7. l ' ,  
Admty., V.A. Gibraltar.)
Your 0910/10. Route through position (G) 33° N. 12° W.
(H) 31" N. 17° W. (J) 33° N. 26° W. (K) 34° N. 32° W.
(l ) 35° N, 40° W. thence as ordered by Connav.2. Stragglers route as convoy route but lettered (s) to (W) 
with instructions that if straggling ships are to open out and 
keep 40 miles to port of route given.
S.N.O. Casablanca pass to C.T.U. 26.7.1.
(D.O.D.(H), 2105A/10 to S.N.O. Casablanca, (r ) N.C.X.F., V.A. 
Gibraltar, Cinclant, C.T.U. 26.7.1., Connav.)
Onward route. (Connav 1934/11, see America and West Indies,
11th December.)

CHARYBDIS My 1215/10 not to Admty., V.A. Gibraltar. Request
you will sail CHARBYDIS for U.K. as convenient 
after R.A. Burroughs has embarked. Destination 
as ordered by Admiralty.
(N.C.X.F., 1216A/10 to V.A. Gibraltar, C.S.12, 
Admty., CHARYBDIS, BULOLO.)

/Movements ...
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War Diary.
10.12.1942.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic - Contd.
Movements Arrival U.S. Destroyers C.F. HUGHES, R*P. JONES 

with SS. GHILBAR. *
(V.A. Gib., 1237A/10 to S.N.O. Casablanca, C.T.F. 
37, N.G.X.F. , (R) Admty.)

ILA/IyILA/l'T

f-CONTESSA,
GAUDEBEC, 

* EXPORT. (A) 35.51 06.01. (B) 35.25 06.36. (C) 34.01
07.39 thence as ordered by 7S.N.0. Casablanca.
All positions N. and W., S. of A. 14-g- knots.

7 2 J intend to sail CAUDEBEG and EXPORT at 1700/10 escorted by 
P.G. 472 and 475. Destination EXPORT Port Lyautey, CAUDEBEC 
Casablanca, routed through (L) 35.51 06.01. (M) 35.25 06.36
(n ) 34.27 06.50 thence Port Lyautey S. of A. 8^ knots. All 
positions N. and W.
(3) Request you will signal necessary instructions for passage 
Port Lyautey, Casablanca.
(4) W/T and call signs.
(V.A. Gibraltar, 1246A/lO to S.N.O. Casablanca, (R) Admty., 
N.C.X.F., Port Director Port Lyautey, HILARY P. JONES.)
Sailed U.S. Ships P.C.472, P.C.475 escorting SS. EXPORT to Port 
Lyautey and SS. CAUDEBEC to Casablanca. Casablanca pass to 
Lyautey.
(F.O.C. Gibraltar, 1644A/10 to S.N.O.C.A., U.S.N. Port Director 
Port Lyautey, (R) Admty., N.C.X.F.) { . u u *  ft .

HINDUSTAN Motor Vessel HINDUSTAN requests permission to

(VETCH, 1420a/ 10 to V.A. Gibraltar.)

Sailed S.O. Force H in NELSON, RODNEY, FORMID 
MILNE, METEOR, LOOKOUT, PARTRIDGE, PANTHER, 
FARNDALE, AVON VALE, VERITY.
(V.A. Gib., 1516A/10 to Admty., N.C.X.F., (R) 
N.O.I.C. Oran, S.O.I.S., 12th C.S.)

readiness for return voyage. Further request assignment 
division of destroyers or large escort vessels when available. 
End of message.
(S.N.O.C.A., 1800A/10 to Cinclant, (r ) N.C.X.F.)

damage enter Gibraltar to repair d/G and bomb damage.

SPEY My P.C. and S. at 2000A, 40.38 N. 13.07 W. 175° 
11 knots. Weather report.3  3  A * .
(SPEY, 1800A/10 to V.A. Gib.)

Casablanca 
Forces.

Your 1421/9 (? 1428/9 intended). U.G. Convoy
escorts present are available only for local 
escort. Request they be made available for 
patrols which will not interfere with their

/Casablanca ...



MOST SECRET
WAHKIlv,: This is  an unparaphrased vers ion  o f a se cre t  cypher or  co n fid e n tia l
code menage, and the text must f i r s t  be paraphrased i f  i t  is  esse n tia l to 
communicate i t  to  persons outside B ritish  or A llied  Government S erv ices ,

A
most SECRET MESSAGE 151-0/l0th December. IN

PROMs P.O.C.N.A.

NAVAL CYPHER S BY T/P

DATE: 1 0 .1 2 .4 2 .  
REDD: 2032

ADDRESSED: A.I.G. 63.

IMPORTANT, situation 1959A 10th
1. H.M.S/M P.221,042degs. 04* 0l2degs. 40» dived by
ciny 2% surfaced by night 11 through 42 59 13 1 5 at 0130 11th 
thence 359. 1̂ _>— fa. 3 X 5 ^ .

( 2) M K S 3 (X), TAY, WEAR,AmOSSAN,DUNBAR,LBE REGIS, 
WORTHING,H.M.S. JONQUIL, H.M.S. COREOPSIS,37 35 13 OG 
through 38 23 15 01 thence 322 8.

(3) LADY DENISON iriDEL^ono^Trawlor 031 dogs. 54' OlOcLegs. 08*
to  Casablanca 9^. .

(4 ) QUICK1&TCH, REDOUBT, 038dogs. 57' 0l4dogs. 51» through 
039dcga. 01* 015dcgs. 01' thence OOOdegs. 20.

(5) Hospital Ship NEWFOUNDLAND Q58degs. 26» 0l2degc. 54*
through 040dags. 01' QHdogs. 30' thence OOOdegs. 13.

( 6 )
222degs.

U. S. S.*ktNR0W ard. French Convoy 0S7doga. 22* Qlldegs. O 'O »

(7) H.M.S. ST, NECTAN,1 Merchant Ship ,off T a r iff coastw ise
to GuadAlquiver, then H.M.S. ST.NECTAN direct to Gibraltar 8.

(8) H.M.S.WOODRUFF, H.lvL 3. CROCUS,H.M.S. IMPERIALISM 
esoorting 4 merchant ships 036degs. 05* OOGdogs, 10* direct to  
Lisbon 7*r knots. £ A .

( 9) U .S.D oatroycrs HILARY P. JONES,^HUGHES 
l (o n o )  Merchant ship  O35dogs. 41* 006degs. 14* through 
035degs. 25* 000d ogs .36* and 034degs. 01* 007dcg3. 39* 
to  Casablanca 14o-. <>— fa\ ÎUL4̂ A  fa-*~fi

(10) P.C.472 and 475 (?conraa) 2 merchant ships 035degs.54* 
005degs. 47* through 035degs. 51* 006degs. 00* and 055degs. 25 
OOGdegs. 36* t o  034doga. 27* OOGdcgs. 50* thence P ort Lyautoy 82. 
Thence escorts  and l (o n e )  merchant sh ip  t o  Casablanca as ordered 
by S.N.O. Casablanca, i  .

1340A/10 '' '
Advance cop ies  D.C, D.O.D.(H) D.T.D.

Adml.Ramsey.(4) 
D.M.S.
F.O^S) BY COURIER





MOST SECRET 33ic

EARNING: This is an unparaphraaed version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services,

NAVAL CIPHER S BI W/T

ADDRESSED: A.I.G. 65.
IMPORTANT.

Situation at 1959A/10th.

40 30 40 20 17 knots, i—  i 3 > 3 <, ■

vicinity of 40 30 40 20 12^ knots.

A.C.N.S. (ll) 
A.C.N.S. (F)(2) 
N.A.lst S.L. 
Capt. Pin. 
D.O.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D.(F)(2) 
D.C.(2) 
D.D.I.C.(2) 
U.S.N. 
d . a/ r . w.

Ad. Blake (2) 
Ad. Rnpsey (4)

MOST SECRET MESSAGE 1344A/l0the December. IN

FROM: V.A. Gibraltar DATE: 10.12.42. 
RECD: 1939

1 H.M.S.ENTERPRISE,39 40 35 50 to search in vicinity of

2
3

DTJNCTON,HJNKEKI, BUT3SR, 19 26 18 01 OOOdegs. 8. 

(7HLYSKAWICA) approximately 39 57 36 52 to search in

1344A/10

Advance copies Ops. O.D, O.I.C,
'V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S.(T)



SECRET 33&
W ARN ING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(*NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O .T .P .” ) are excepted from this rule.,

M E S S A G E
%

Prom V.A. Gibraltar.
IN 1431A /lo /D eocm ber 

Na to 10.12,^2,

Reed. 1759,
NAVAL CYPHER A ,2 . by V /T .

Addressed N.O.X.F*, Repeated S.O. Force H, 
Ii.M.S, FORMIDABLE.

BmvEDIATB.

U-Boat dispositions 10th Docombor.
Mediterranean German, A ctiv ity  moderate. 1 approximatelv 
036 deg. North 002 dog. 2$l West.
4 possibly 6 in area Gape de Gata *» Oran — Cape Tenex — Cape Palos.
1 or 2 about 037 Jog. North between 001 dog. 32* West and A lgiers.
2 may have passed from Atlantic to Mediterranean recently.
Ita lian . 4 patrolling Algiers -  Bone -  Sardinia.
4^or 5 Cagliari -  Cape Bon -  S icily ,
tdsJ- " 7— —r~ Makalla. Only slight a ctiv ity  on station
1 ^ixod at 0339A 10th with u?ive groups omitted)North 021 deg. 34’  West.
5 or 6 in Western Approaches to Gibraltar Bast of 011 deg. West.
5 or 6 patrolling in aree 035 deg. -  040 dog. North.
012 dog. 35* West to  019 dog. West.
2 bound South west within 150 miles of 039 dog. North
017 deg. West one outward within 150 miles of 033 den-. 
North 025 deg. West. /
3 outward 200 miles of 042 deg. North 015 dog. West.
3 outward o f f  Capo Finisterra.
Ita lian . Possibly 1 ( ? o f f ) Madeira.

1431A/10,

From war Registry* Correction.

V.A*. Gib. U/B Disposition. T001431/10.

For.-Killingho.lm read ?TRAPANI

IJ
Marking* (see 1431/lOth December.)
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Casablanca Your 2003A/9. While proposed schedule would meet 

Convoys. naval requirements and berthing capacity, schedule
depends upon ability to unload ships which is 
not a naval function. It is necessary that 

whatever the schedule I be authorized to sail convoys on time 
whether or not ships are unloaded this because U.S.S. convoys 
utilize maximum berthing capacities port of Casablanca, Nafi 
and Fedala. Commanding General W.T.F. has been requested to 
inform you whether proposed schedule is satisfactory as concerns 
oort capacity for unloading cargo.
(S.N.O.C.A., 1803Z/10 to N.C.X.F., (r ) Cominch, C. in C. Lant, 
N.O.I.C. Gib.)

337
10.12.1942.
Thursday.

Intend to sail Cable Ship MIRROR escorted by 
ARCTIC RANGER a.m. Dec. 12th to carry out repairs 
to Lisbon - Gibraltar number 3 in 35° 55' N. 05° 
49' W.
(V.A. Gib., 1804A/10 to Admty.)

Ref. survivors Dutch POLYDORUS. Please signal 
Admty. repeated Gibraltar and me circumstances 
in which men were picked up.
(N.A. Madrid, 1808/10 to Seville, (r ) Admty., 
Gibraltar.)

Reply: 1750/11.
Your 2403 (? 2230/9 intended). I know nothing of circumstances 
except men were landed in Canary Islands and brought thence by 
CIUDAD DE ALICANTE.
Seville instructed to inform you direct.
Men are now in hotels in Seville.
(N.A. Madrid, 1839/10 to Admty., (r ) Gibraltar.)

CLARE. Proceed Gib. 8t best speed. Report E.T.A.
A j z j . forthwith.

* (F.O.C. Gib., 1812A/10 to CLARE, (R) SPEY,
ROTHEk, SENNEN.)
Your 1812/lOth. My P.C. and S. 040° 22’ N. 013° 12' W. B. 144° 
20 knots. E.T.A. 2300A/llth. Special uncoded weather report. 
(CLARE, 2103A/10 to F.O.C. Gibraltar, (r ) C. in C. W.A., SPEY.)

Movements. Sailed 1436 WOODRUFF, CROCUS, IMPERIALIST
? . c L escorting ELIZABETH MASSEY to Huelva, BLAIRESK,

1 ‘ EMPIRE FRANKLIN, NETA and, SHETLAND# to Lisbon,
thence escort FLAMINIAN, VOLTURNO and M/tBRAE to join M.K.S. 3(Y) 
thence return to Gibraltar. A
(F.O.I.C. Gib., 1818A/10 to Admty., N.C.X.F., (R) N.A. Lisbon.)

MIRROR,
cable
operation.

POLYDORUS
survivors.

/Search • • •
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War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

10.12.1942.
Thursday.

North Atlantic - Contd.

My 003l/9th. Portuguese Ship DAO sailed a.m. 9th 
but now reports unable to make headway on account 
of terrible weather and will probably be obliged 
to return to Horta.
(2) Portuguese Sloop PEDRO NUKES proceeded to 
Island of Santo Antao (Cape Verde) to embark 36 
survivors of British ship WALLSEND torpedoed 180 

miles north-west of that Island (see South Atlantic; 0955/10). 
They will be landed St. Vincent (Cape Verde Is.)
(N.A. Lisbon, 1832/10 to Admty., (r ) V.A. Gibraltar.)

L.C.I.(L)s, Admty. 1739/8 para. 3 (Hush, M/S).
L.S.Ts. From experience gained by Sherwood with L.C.I.

(L)s it is not recommended that L.C.I.(L) should 
be sailed in company with L.S.Ts owing to low 

speed of latter.
2. If done, this would necessitate alteration of pitch with 
consequent excessive fuel consumption. Otherwise temperature 
of 168“ Fahrenheit could not be maintained.
3. On Atlantic passage engines ran best at 450 to 500 revs, 
pitch 45, which gave 11 to 12 knots. Mean speed obtained 11 
knots. Fuel consumption 48 gallons per hour. Lubricating 
oil one gallon per hour. Necessary to limit water consumption 
to one gravity tank full per day giving 100 gallons.
4. Intend to sail tug EMINENT and seven L.C.Is in company to 
U.K. on Saturday 12th Dec. weather permitting, Cdr. Sherwood in 
charge.
(V.A. Gib., 1944A/10 to Admty., (r ) N.C.X.F., etc.)

Search for 
CERAMIC 
survivors, 

i— WALLSEND 
sunk.

JOHAN DE 
WITT.

South Atlantic.

H.M. Transport JOHAN DE WITT sailed 9th Dec.
E.T.A. Trinidad 25th Dec. Requirements Trinidad. 
(8.T.O. Capetown, 0848Z/10 to D. of S.T., N.0.IJ3. 
Trinidad, (r ) S.B.N.O.W.A., C. in C. S.A., P.S.T.O. 
Capetown.)

WALLSEND I.D. form S.A. (l) WALLSEND. (2) Burnett Shipping
(sunk 2nd Co. (3) 2145/2nd Dec. 020° 08* N. 025° 50’ W.
December.) (4) Not sighted. (5) Position as (3) 2330 N.E.

(as received). (6) Not known. (7) Ship sunk by 
S/M. (8) Not known. (9) Appeared to be U.25 

type. No number seen. (10) Torpedoed. (11) Master, books 
thrown overboard, W/T Book sank with ship.
(N.C.S.O. St. Vincent, 0955/10 to Admty.)
See also 1832/10, North Atlantic.
WALLSEND had been in Convoy 0.N.146. (D.O.R. 1210.)

/MATHERAN ...
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339
10.12.1942.
Thursday.

MATHERAN,
firing
report.

South Atlantic - Contd.
Your 0913/9th. Message not received by any 
W/T stations in South Atlantic Command.
(C. in C. S.A., 1036C/10 to C. in C. E.F., (s) 
Admty.)

ALCANTARA, 
ALMANZORA, 
J.V. OLDEN- 

BARNEVELT.

My 1103/4. Expect to sail ALMANZORA and 
JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT escorted by ALCANTARA 
for Freetown 16th Dec.
2. Both ships will carry 500 Italian P.O.W. and 
other personnel on unescorted basis.
3. Request you will arrange A/S escort and R/v 

in Freetown area.
4. ALCANTARA is available (? as) in para.2 of my 1103/4.
Request I may be informed whether she will be required to enter 
Freetown or proceed direct to patrol from a position on her 
route in order that passages for service personnel may be 
arranged.

(C. in C. S.A., 1042C/10 to F.O.C.W.Af., (R) Admty., 
ALCANTARA.)
Your 1042/10th para. 4. Ship will enter harbour. 
(F.O.C.W.A., 1744Z/10 to C. in C. S.A.)

Convoy 
C .A • 3.

Sailing telegram. Escort ROCKROSE.
(N.C.S.O. Capetown, 1108Z/10 to Admty., etc.)'

Shipping A.M. 2247A/8 para. 5. I would prefer ships
Routes. not to be routed as in C. in C. S.A's 1311C/7

for the following reasons.
(A) This area is seldom free from U-Boats.

(B) Air cover available is barely sufficient for convoys and 
special ships. It is not available at night when many attacks 
take place.
2. I still consider it wiser to disperse ships and rely on 
individual diversion by diverting authorities to meet the change 
in U-Boat dispositions, as frequent temporary amendments to
M.A.R.I. cause confusion and the situation has often again 
changed before the amendment is operative. In this way I 
should always be able to make use of the coastal route when 
U-Boat dispositions and availability of aircraft made this 
desirable.
3. Although my views are as above, I would be most willing to 
see arrangements in C. in C. S.A’s 1311/7 tried as a temporary 
measure, because more opportunity for offensive action against U-Boats would be afforded.

(F.O.C.W.A., 1135/10, 1045Z/11 to Admty., (R) C. in C. S.A.) 
A.M. 2150/8th (re temp, routeing for north and westbound 

ships from South Africa.) Propose if these orders come into 
force to divert shipping at sea affected by para. B to Freetown 
for onward routeing to Chespeake as none will have approach route 

(P.O.W.A., 1855Z/10 to Admty., (H) 0. In C. S.Af, Oonnav?)

/Group
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WARNING: This is  an unparaphrased version o f  a secret cypher or eonftd-
code message, and the te*$ must f i r s t  he paraphrased i f  i t  is *n
” )t inioet® it persopn outside Si i t !  *7 of ̂ T l!^ f • -»*•

M E S S  A G E

MObT SECRET

From F .O .C . W .A f.

__________ N aval Cypher M by W/T

IN

1 0 4 1 V  10th  Dooomber

Dato 1 0 /I V  42 
R eed. 1317

A ddressed  A .I .G . 150.

IMPORTANT

H.M .S. PHOEBE,H.M.S. HYDRANGEA,DROGOU 07 20 13 10 t o  
M a rsh a ll 9 a t  2 0 0 0 Z /1 0 th . *

H .M .S. ARCTIC EXPLORER.H.M.S. CAPE WARWICK, H .M .S.
INDIAN STAR,with ST 4 6 ,0 5  55 12 50 t o  03 55 11 18 

th e n ce  (?1 0 9  d e g s .)  8 s .

H .M .S. LE TIGER,06 01 12 40 t o  M a rsh a ll 9 .

lohmavzan7 DfESTIENNE D'ORVES, 2 M .L s . , e s c o r t i n g ,05 35 10  50 
301 d e g s . 10 .

;.M .S. ST. LOMAN,H.M.S. NORTHERN CHIEF, KHYBBR, SPHENE, 
s c o r t in g  o f f  T aK oradi t o  P o in to  N o ire  8 .

H .M .S. NORTHERN DUKE,H.M.S. NORTHERN DAWN H .M .S. ST. 
ZENO,H.M.S. MAGNOLIA,BARBRAKE, o f f  PointQ  N o ire  t o  
South  8 . / / / , !  7 c

H.M .S. ASTURIAS,H.M.S, CYCLAMEN. p a t r o l l in g  botwcon 
00 28 S outh  21 57 and 01 17 18 21 12 * .

A l l i e d  Naval u n it s  on p a t r o l  betw een  00 35 South
27 45 and 01 35 23 10 1 2 * .

1 0 4 1 2 /1 0 .

Advance c o p ie s  Duty C a p ta in
D .O .D .(F )
D .T .D .

H
0 c

V .C .N .S .
A .C .N .3 .(H )  
a .C .N .S . ( F ) ( 2) 
A .C .N .S .(T ) 
N .A. 1 s t  S .L . 
C a p ta in  Pim 
D . O . D . ( H ) ( 2 )  
D .O .D .(F 1(2 )

D .T .D .(3 )
D .T .D . (M)
D .T .D .(C )
Duty C a p ta in  (2 )  
U .S.N .
D .A ./S .W .
Head o f  M. 
D .D .I .G . (2 )

I .P .C 2 )
W.D.
D.M .S.
D .D .O .D . (C )
D .B .D .
P .N .L .O .

GMM



MOST SECRET 33<}8

WARNING: Thir is  an unparaphrased version o f a secret cypher or confident 5
code mrsssgv, »«*d kh« te^t ntttEt firs>, he par^hraeed i f  i t  is  essential to

<r\ * *  *? 4 4 f  * <fa- «•• m  ./6>i  ̂ *** n nv »?  '>*'•-•»**- ' ** •
111 60A  Oth Dooombor.

MOST 33CK3T. TTSS3u'iG-33* IN
Date, 10 .12 ,42 .

• Prow* C .in  G. South A t la n t io .
Hood, 1221,

Naval Cyphor 3M By W/T.

Addressed, Ships in Area Q o f  3outh A tla n tio  Station  
Adm iralty, Gdro, in  Charge, Durban,
N.L.O, port D lizaboth . N.L.O, Bast London 
B .A .W. Africa.

HtPOKTANT.
H,TT. 3. NIGUuLA. H.M.3. F3SB3IA, 030 dogs, 50* South 

03G dogs, 05 ’ Last to Durban 13 knots,

THYME,with C.A. 2,037 dogs, 25’ South 014 dogs. 30*
Das u to tho South Wost 9 knots.

BBLLWOBT,with Î APGS BAY, 034 dogs. 15 ’ South 026 dogs,
00' Bast to  Capo town 12 knots,

H.M.3. P0CKH033 with BMPI3B CORAL and PHBTUU3 034 dogs. 
50’ 3outh 020 dogs. 06 ’ Last to  038 dogs, 16 ’ South 027 dogs. 
05’ Bast 10 knots.

CATTBBICK, O ilo r  A®  DALE, 009 dogs. 00 ’ South 034 dogs.
50’ to  Durban 7 kn ots,

11160/ 10.
Advanoo copy sont Duty Oapt. D .O.D.(P) D.T.D.

V .C .N .3.
A.G.N .3 .(H ) 
A.C.N .S. (F )(8 )  
A.G.N .3 . ( t ) 
N .A .ls t  3.L* 
Gapt.Pim 
D .O .D .(H )(2) 
D .O .D .(F )(2 )  
Duty Gant.(2 ) 
U.3.N.
DA/3 ,\V,
H d,of M.
D.D, 1 ,0 .(2 )  
I .P , (2 )
Vied*
D .T.D ,(r 
D,T »D. ( 31 
D.T.D. (C.

AJA.

I
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic - Contd.
Group
Sailings.

Admty. 2335/7. Group sailings from Durban, 
Louren^o Marques, and Capetown have been 
instituted and used whenever any escorts 
are available. Organisation is much on the

lines suggested,but I have retained one destroyer and two 
corvettes in Capetown area. This enables me to escort tankers 
and other special ships. 2. Air escort is provided when 
possible by (a ) S.A.A.F. (B) No. 25 Training Group or (C) 
Catalinas. Latter are now at St. Lugia Bay but can return to 
Saldanha Bay at short notice.
(C. in C. S.A., 11540/10.)

Transport A.M. 1300/5 being passed to Cdre. Durban.

(2) C. in C. E.F’s approval should be sought by Com. i/c Durban 
still further to exceed the limits when any particularly 
suitable ship is available, especially as shipping concerned 
now frequently sails as escorted group from Durban for the most 
vulnerable part of the journey.
C. in C. S.A., 1156/10 to C. in C. E.F., Com. i/c Durban, R) Admty.)

he considered came from second submarine.
(C) Ship's boats were signalling to each other, but different 
positions and with white light.
(d ) Submarine used blue searchlight to sweep area around boats. 
Two captains did not see signalling but report is confirmed by 
two other members of crew in quartermaster's boat.
(Cdre. i/c. Durban, 1329C/10 to Admty., etc.)

Understand this (? ship) carried troops and war material in 
contravention of terms of Trade Agreement Nigeria". (Ends). 
Intend to take no action.

of Seamen 
to India. Accumulation can probably be dispersed by utilisi 

fully the provisions of C. in C. E.F. 0946 of 1st 
October 1942 (890 C) para, (b ) which relaxes the 
limitations for 12-knot ships.

LLANDAFF
CASTLE,
U/B.

Quartermaster of LLANDAFF CASTLE reports (A) 
Submarine which surfaced within 300 yards of his 
boat shortly after sinking signalled in westerly 
direction with blue or green lights.
(B) He saw faint reply also with blue light which

Movements. Arrival and departure 10th December NORWICH CITY
STELLA POLARIS.
(R.N.O. Lagos, 1526Z/10 to Admty., (R) C. in C. 
S.A., F.O.W.A.F., N.O.I.C. Takoradi.)

Tugs for 
Walvis Bay. Your 1436C/9th. Crane lighter is being towed 

by tug BOLD or INTEGRITY.
(F.O.W.A., 1539Z/10 to C. in C. S.A., (R) Admty.,
B.N.L.0. ( ?W. A. ) )

SIMANCAS, 
suspicious.

Following from Consul, Fernando Po:- (begins). 
"Recommend (? interception), search, permanent 
detention on any pretext Spanish Ship SIMANCAS 
due Sant Isabel December 11th ex Canary Is.

Admty., (r ) N.O.I.C. Lagos.)
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EARNING-: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services,

As s Ewariz f  o m °°8 “ • ^  —
J. S.M. 5U8 .

Admiral Glassford will leave for Dakar as soon as wo 
hoar from Eisenhower that Boisson is ready to receive him.
(See J,3.1,1. 5U1)
2. Wo have concurred in directive and letter of instruc
tions from U.S. Chiefs of Staff to Glassford which reads 
as follows, .

3« Directive begins:-
(1) By direction of the President a U.S. Military. 

Mission to French West Africa, is hereby appointed 
consisting of following:- Rear Adniral William
A. Glassford Jr, U.S, Navy Senior Member. Brigadier 
General A, Franklin Kiblcr, A U,S. Brig, General 
Cyril R. Smith A U.S, Member to bo designated by 
General Eisenhower, Captain Hugh E, Haven U.S.N, 
Oomdr. John W, Harris U.S.N. Lieutenant Comdr.
Ralph K. James U.S.N. Lioutenant L. Allen Morris 
Jr. USNR Secretary, First Lieutenant James C,
Blythe (FA) U.S.A. Asst, Secretary.

(2) The Mission will proceed to Dakar Fronch W, Africa 
by air, for the purpose of arranging details of 
the implementation of the provisions of the 
announcement made by the 0. in C« Allied Forces in 
North Africa, and Admiral Darlan and Gov. General 
Boisson, on December 7th 19̂ +2, relative to co
operation between Allies and French West Africa
in the defeat of the A ^is powers and the liberation 
of France. -

(3) In view of the urgency of the situation with regard
to •

facilities in French West Africa for the 
movement of aircraft and airborne supplies 
to North Afrioa and

(b) The use of naval and air base facilities 
.for supporting the anti-submarine campaign, 
the Mission is directod to take up these 
questions a3 a matter of first priority 
with a view to their immediate settlement.

\

1507Z/10 December,
MESSAGE, IN.

From J.3.M. Washington. Date: 10.12.1-2. 
Reed : 2010Z.

CYPHER,

(a) The use of air bases and supporting

<<+> -  .
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(k) The recommendation of thq Mission will ho submitted 
simultaneously to the 0.0.S, in Washington and the 
British 0.0.S. in London.

(5) It is the present intention that upon the conclusion’ 
of the negotiations the Mission will be withdrawn.

. Howevor it is desired .that the Mission rocommond 
the personnel which should be stationed in French 
West Africa for the co-ordination of the war effort 

. of the Allied Forces. Ends.

Letter instructions begins:-

(l) In accomplishing the objective sot forth in (the 
directive) mattors to be discussed include, but 
are not limited to the following:—

(a) Stationing of alliod air units in Fronch West 
Africa for protection of sqa communications,

> r  v .

(b) Command of air units and units and personnel 
nocossary for operation and security of in
stallations and supporting facilities to re
main under oommand of their own officers 
regardloss of looation of station,

(c) Control and routoing of shipping.

(d) .Protection of harbours,. adequacy of equipment 
.and supplio3 including fuel and petroleum 
products,

(0) Use and dovolopmont of naval baso.facilities.

(f) Employment of Fronch shipping in supplying 
French West Africa, and in support of the 
war effort.

(g) Repair and reconditioning of Fronch .naval 
units in the Unitod States.

(h) .Assistance required including csoorts for
movement of French naval vessels to the 
United States.

(1) Use of such airports, landing fields- 
seaplane bases and other available military 
facilities as may be necessary in furtherance 
of the Alliod war effort and the construction 
of such additional facilities as may he 
necessary, including acquisition of the 
nocossary areas therefor. The conduct of
air operations throughout Fronch West Africa 
as required.

(j) Uso of ports, waterways, railroads, highways 
and other available transportation-facilities 
and utilities and such improvements thereto 
as may bo deemed necessary for. the operation 

. and supply of military activities,
(*) *  • *  -  *
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• MOST SECRET
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f a c i l i t i e s  and nooessary extension thereof.

( l )  The employment in French West Africa of such 
personnel as may he necessary to construct 
new fa c il it ie s  or improve existing fa c il it ie s ,

(m) The stationing in French West Africa of such 
personnel as may he necessary for the 
operation and security, of installations and 
supporting fa c il it ie s ,

(n) Jurisdiction over and protection of the. 
installations and military, naval a ir and 
c iv ilian  personnel of the A llies

(o ) Postal matters and censorship.

(p) Exchange rates and customs duties and taxes 
affecting A llied  installations, personnel 
and supplies in West Africa,

(q) Health measures,

(r )  Signal communications

(2) Preliminary discussions on most of these matters 
have "been entered into between General Eisenhower, 
Admiral Darlan and Governor General Boisson as 
indicated in (text of agreed announcement), Gor>- 
tinuation of these discussions w ill pass to your 
mission upon its  arrival in the area, A member of 
G-encral Eisenhower's s ta ff has been included in your 
mission to insuro continuity of such discussions.

(3 ) Discussions on c iv i l  and economic questions 
(including shipping) w ill be conducted under your 
general direction, but you w ill be assisted by 
expert advisers as required. You; w ill  inform the 
Combined Chiofs of Staff at the appropriate time 
o f your requirements in this respect,

(4 ) Both Admiral Darlnn and Governor General Boisson 
insist that their discussions with the A llies  must 
in the f ir s t  instance be carried on with Americans 
hence a l l  matters for discussion with French West 
African o ffic ia ls  are to bo presented through the 
U, 8, Mission. You v i l l  therefore represent the - 
interests of the British as well as the United * 
States in making arrangements with the French, • » 
General Smith has been instructed by .Opnornl Arnold 
to get in touch with British West African 'o ffic ia ls  
prior to the arriva l of the Mission, with a view to 
ascertaining what arrangements are desirable for 
direct contacts between French and British colonial 
authorities. Governor General Boisson has boon 
informed that in duo time British ropresentativqs 
should be attached to the American Mission, You 
w ill  inform the Combined Chiefs of Staff as soon as 
this is  considered desirable,

(5 ) The objective to bo sought in  conducting a l l
discussions with French West African o ffic ia ls  is

' * that of/, 6



is that of obtaining their fall cooperation with * 
Allied forces in the war against the Axis powers.
To this end every effort must 'be made to insure 
that all French West African facilities are made 
available for employment to the host interosts of 
tho common cause, that the provisions of • 
international law are observed that you arrive at 
equitable understandings regarding compensation and 
that while respecting local interests, the interests 
of the Allies are safeguarded.

As understandings on particular subjects aro reached, 
the text of the proposed understanding will be 
communicated by the most expeditious means 
simultaneously to the Combined Chiefs of Staff in 
Washington and tho British Chiefs of Staff in London* 
Ends.

following documents will also bo given to Mission

(a) Text of announcement made by C, in C, Allied 
Expeditionary Force, 7th December 19̂ -2, relative to 
Fronch West Africa,

(b) Text of announcement made by C. in C. Allied 
Expeditionary Force, 22nd November 19^2, reference 
French North Africa.

(c) Statement of matters which the Committee of 
Combined Boards wishes to have discussed (see FAN 36)

(d) Pertinent FAN and NAP mo aaages referring to 
economic questions.

1st S.L. (2)
1st Lord

A.M.O.S. (0)c.c.o.

k t h  S.L. 
D.F.S.L. 
V.C.N.S.

Controller P.N.L.O, 
D. of L»D,

C.N.A.S.
A. G.N.A.S. 
Soo.
Nav. Sec.
N.A. 1st S.L.

Mr.Waldook,Mr. Seal

N.A. to A.C.N.8.(T) Ad, Blake (2) 
Ad. Icamsey {k) 
Ad. Be Hairs.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

M/V
scuttling.

South Atlantic - Contd.
My 1013/9 (re scuttling of merchant ships) is 
being passed to you for information.
(H.W.R. (at request of D.T.D.), 1627A/10 to 
F.O.C.W.A., N.C.X.F., A.C.I.G., S.B.N.O. North 
Russia. )

Lagos,
(explosion 
5th Dec., 
trawlers 
sunk.)

Your 2340Z/8. No lifting craft can be sent 
from U.K.
Are two craft available at Lagos or adjacent 
port which can be strengthened to make a pair 
of lifting lighters? Displacement of largest 
trawlers in light condition is 670 tons and 
in loaded condition is 900 tons. Suitable

wires and clamps could be supplied.
Have all possible alternatives been considered, namely patching 
and cofferdaraming, or piecemeal cutting up?
(Director of Salvage, 1636A/10 to F.O.C.W.A., (R) N.O.I.C. 
Lagos, Cdre. Freetown.)

ILEX,
CALIFORNIA.

Departure 10th Dec. ILEX escorting CALIFORNIA. 
(S.oil) Freetown, 1721Z/10 to Admty., V.A. 
Gibraltar, C. in C. W.A.)

Overdue
Ship. Your 1806/9th. Cancel my 1257/7th. Mistake 

(explanation).
(C. in C. S.A., 1740C/10 to Admty.)

ARRAN. Arrival 10th Dec.
(S.0.(I) Freetown, 1741Z/10 to Admty., S.B.N.O.W.A 
S.O.(l) Kingston Jamaica, N.O.I.C. Trinidad.)

SOUTHERN
GEM. Your 1147/7 to N.C.X.F. and F.O.C.N.A. only. 

A/S Whaler SOUTHERN GEM now on passage to U.K. 
can be taken in hand in the Rosyth area for 
repairs to shaft, refit and HA"s and "AHs. 
(D.A/S.W., 1950A/10 to F.O.C.W.A., (R) N.C.X.F. etc.)

TJILEBOET
overdue. Overdue shipping. Dutch ship TJILEBOET (FKIJ) 

ex 0.N.145 due Bahia 4th not yet arrived. 
(S.O.(l) Montevideo, 2049Z/10 to Admty., (r )
C. in C. S.A., (? Connav), S.O.(l) Freetown 
(Jamaica).)
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10.12.19U2.
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS,

Mediterranean^
My 2314.0 . My P.C. and S. at 2300, 36.U3 N.00.05 E. 
081 degs 1U knots.
(MAIDSTONE 0003A/10 to Algiers, Gih.).

Proceed with all despatch to escort MAIDS 
Estimated P.0, and S. 0800, 036.35 N, 002.25 E. 090 degs 1U 
knots. , % .

(N.C.X.F. 0755A/10 to ROCKINGHAM, WISHART,(R) MAIDSTONE).

MAIDSTONE.

PORCUPINE Engine room and gear room completely flooded, am
(torpedoed (?making) water further aft, no immediate danger
9th December). of sinking.

(PORCUPINE 0020A/10 to Algiers. Gih).
Send rescue tugs escorted hy 2 trawlers to 

assistance of PORCUPINE torpedoed in 036. UO N. 000.OU W. at
2500/ 9th. . .

(N.C.X.F. 0025A/10 to N.O.I.C.Oran, (R) MAIDSTONE,
PORCUPINE, F.O.C.N.A.).

Am about to take PORCUPINE in tow to Oran.
(VANOC OO58A/IO to N.C.X.F., (R) V.A.Gibraltar, MAIDSTONE)
My 0220.(0020 intended). List steadily increasing stern 

compartments (?except steering) compartment. If Tiller Flat 
holds it is possible ship will remain afloat.

(PORCUPINE O325A/IO to V.A.Gib.Algiers, C.C.O. Oran
C.0.0.).
My 0058/lOth. PORCUPINE well down by stern. Engine room 

and steering gear room flooded. Tow was just being joined 
when A/S contact was obtained. Tow was slipped. Contact 
lost. Am searching and intend staying with PORCUPINE till 
q Y i q  Oran.

(VANOC 0329A/10 to N.C.X.F.(R) V.A.Gibraltar, N.O.I.C.
Oran).

On arrival of PORCUPINE sail VANOC for Gibraltar.
(N.C.X.F. 17U7A/10 to N.O.I.C.?0ran (R) S.O. Force H.etc)
Proceed Gibraltar. , x
(F.O.I.C.Oran 2225/10 to VANOC,(R) S.O. Force H. F.O.C.
Gibraltar, N.C.X.F. Capti'F.")
PBftCUPINE arrived Arzeu. See 2300A/10.

No onward route received. Will remain in 
vicinity 038.U0 , 008.01 where I arrive 
0550/lOth. . x , .
(P.51 0158A/10 to Capt.(S) 10.(R) Capt.(S) 8). 

Your onward route through (l) 058.30, 008.32 
(2) 038.3 0, 010.28 thence as in my 0005/lst.Keep to your 
starboard of route G. to K passing J to K. daylight/12th.
Keen W/T silence in Sicilian channel except for signals of 
greatest urgency. R/V with sweeper at end of Malta searched
channel at 1028A/13th. TT n  Y „  q /M q(Capt.S.10. 0653A/10 to P.51 (R) Gapt.(S) 8, N.C.X.F.S/Ms

on patrol).

/Enemy....
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C ontd
Enemy C r u i s e r s , Movement by  F o rc e  K.

P .R .U . r e p o r t s  2 8” c r u i s e r s  h ad  l e f t  M essina  a t  0730A.
(V .A .M alta  0820A /10 to  C. in  C.Med. N .C .X .F ., F .O . I .S .  R .A . 15 t h  C .S . C d r e .A lg ie r s .  R .A .1 2 th  C.S 
ORION 201 G roup, (R) V .A .G ib , S .O .F o rc e  H .A dm ty).My 08 20 . F o rc e  K s a i l e d  a t  a b o u t 1000 tom eet M.W. “1 5 .

( V .A .M alta  0950A /10 to  C. in  C .M ed.201 Group.ORION, 247 Wing F o rc e ' K (R) Admty N .C .X .F .) .
S a i l  F o rc e  K to  c o v e r  convoy . Presum e you have a r ra n g e d  a d d i t i o n a l  R/C to  N orth w ard  o f  Convoy.(C . in  C.Med 1059B /10 to  V .A .M alta  (R) R .A .15t h  C .S . 201 N .C .G roup . ORION, 247 W ing).Y our 1 0 5 9 /1 0 . See my 0 9 5 0 /1 0 . R/C a r r a n g e d  and  sm a ll  B e a u fo r t  ( c o r r u n t  g ro u p ) in  r e a d in e s s .
(V .A .M alta  1042A /10 to  C. in  C .M ed.(R ) C .S .1 5 , ORION, 201 G roup, 247 W ing).My 1 0 5 9 /1 0 . R e c a l l  F o rc e  K when R/C e s t a b l i s h  no t h r e a t .(C . in  C.Med 1145B /10 to  V .A .M alta  (R) C .S .15 , ORION, 201 G roup , 247 W ing).F o rc e  K. i s  to  r e t u r n  to  h a rb o u r  now.(M a lta  W/T 1216A /10 to  7EAST0N).

K .M .S .4 . E s c o r t s  o f  K .M .S. E .T .A . A lg ie r s  1330A, R e q u es tVENOMOUS. i n s t r u c t i o n s  f o r  fo rw a rd  s e c t i o n s .  VENOMOUS h a s
j» 1 o o l r n  r> rr r* n r i r l o n o o r i  r*To n o  m v i  m a c s  -r>o n r» ‘K o - P r v n o

034 . 01 whence you w i l l  b e  e s c o r t e d  i n t o  h a rb o u r . You a r e  n o t  to  be S o u th  o f  0 5 6 .0 0  b e f o r e  R/V 
i s  m ade. Gozo L ig h t  N.W. s e c t o r  w i l l  b e  shown from  0400A u n t i l  0600A /11 D ecem ber. You may m eet P .48 and  PARTHIAN E a s tb o u n d  on y o u r ro u te  
t o n i g h t .( C a n t .S .10 . 0940A /10 to  P .5 7 .  (R) V .A .M a lta ,C .S .1 5 , ORION, M .L .3 . C d r .M .S .) .My 0 9 4 0 / l0 th ,  E a s tb o u n d  sh o u ld  re a d  W estbound. 

( C a p t .S .1 0 .  1410A/10 to  P .3 7 ) .

T ra n s p o r t  o f  D. o f  S . T . ’ s  0 6 4 l / 8 t h .  D ecem ber. HIGHLAND MONARCH

C. E .F . D. o f  S . T . ' s  0 1 4 1 /8  Decem ber r e f e r s .5 . A greed  G .H .Q .M .E .F . F .O .R .S .C .A . p a s s  to  Mov 80 A rea .(P .S .T .O .M .E . 1 0 2 0 /1 0  to  D .S .T .O . Suez (R) F .O .R .S .C .A .,  C. i n  C. 
E .F .  G .H.Q. M.E. Admty f o r  D. o f  S .T . C. in  C. S .A . M ov.80 A rea)
A pproved C. in  C .E .F . 1607Z /11 .

M ovem ents. D eparture 9 th  D ecem ber PALADIN,HURWORTH, M .T.B0 O9
M .T.B . 3 1 1 , M .L .1122 , T .L .C . 1 5 , T .L .C .1 7 . ( S .O . ( l )  A le x a n d r ia ,  0905B /10 to  Adm ty, C. in  C. M e d i te r r a n e a n ) .

P .3 7 R/V w i th  M.L. a t  0802A /11 Decem ber i n  0 ^ 6 .0 2 ,

S .A f r ic a n  T ro o p s .
w i l l  now embark to  c a p a c i ty  w i th  S .A f r ic a n  p e rso n n  
e l .2 . SONTAY w i l l  em bark Army 1 2 0 , R .A .F .2 5 0 , German P.O.W . 500, a l l  f o r  D urban s u b j e c t  a p p ro v a l C. in

/E n e m y ..
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Enemy
Flying-
Boats.

Mediterranean - Gontd.
Several 6-engined flying boats seen between 
convoy and Malta. 2 shot down. May be troop 
carriers or possibly laying mines.
(V.A.Malta 1052A/10 to ORION, C.3.15).

Admiral
Darlan.

Following points from declaration by Darlan 
may help for Secret Session.
From Cunningham to Ismay.
1.French Africans with Allies must make maximum 

effort for defeat of Axis.
2. Unity of all citizens of true political or religious opinion 
essential.
3. Once France and French Empire free from Axis yoke French 
eople themselves will decide freely their form of Government. 
N.G.X.F. 1037A/10 to Admty).I

Cancel my 12i+0/9th, assume following position with 
all despatch P.212, P.222, no change, P.21+7 280.P.212,P.222,P.2U7, TIGRIS, aax aes-oaxcn jp.^i .̂ no cnaugc, r.^

P.217.S-*4-.„/^y^ 11 TIGRIS 300. (?1U) P.217, 21+2.25 all from
Garena Point.
(Capt.S.10. 1051A/10 to S/Ms on patrol, (R) 
N.G.X.F.).

Any large fast shin south westbound justifies full salvo 
(Oapt.S.lO. 1116A/I0 to S/Ms on patrol, (R) N.G.X.F., 
Capt.S.8).

Air R/C. ’ First Visuals 10th December.
1 „ Taranto, 3 battleships.

~ Messina, 3, 6” cruisers 5 destroyers,t - / W m j  Naules, 2 cruisers plus 1 cruiser, unserviceable 
x . )  ' (N.O.I.C.Malta 1103A/10 to G. in G.Med. N.G.X.F.
/ etc).First photographs Messina show 2 — 8" cruisers and 3 

destroyers have left. One - 6" cruiser moved out of berth 
2. 2-6'* cruisers making smoke.

(V.A.Malta 1209A/10 to Gdre.Algiers, 0. in G.Med. N.C.X. F., 
G.S.15th C.S.12th ORION F.O.I.S.(R) Admty, V.A.Gibraltar, 
S.O. Force H.).Visuals a.m./10th Dec.1035.Messina, cruiser 2 destroy

ers still present.
Naples, not covered owing to engine failure.
Taranto, 3 battleships. ^(N.O.I.C.Malta ll+ll+A/lO to C. in G.Med. N.G.X.F. F.O.I.S. F.O 12t 
C.S. F.O. 15th G.S., Gdre.Algiers, ORION (R) Admty, F.O.C.^ib.
S.O. Force H.).

p.m. Visuals December 10th.
Naples no change.
Taranto no change. . . .Messina 3 cruisers. The 6" cruiser reported moving out has shifte
to berth nreviously occupied by 8" cruiser.( R O I C  Malta 1755A/10 to C. in C.Med Cmdre Algiers N.G.X.F. 

F.oil.S.* F.0?12thC.S. ORION (R) Admty F.O.G.Gib.S.O. Force
H).

/Force Q..
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Mediterranean - Gontd.
Cmdre.Algiers 004?/l0th (N.T. in W.R.).
Being passed to you. My 1905/9th. Request 
you will sail at 1850 today 10th, Force Q. 

*PRINSES BEATRIX,'^BICESTER in_company and proceed to Bone routed 
24.27, 40.96, E.T.A. Bone 0830/lIth.
(N.C.X.F. 1118A/10 to C.S.12 (5 groups missed) SIRIUS, BICESTER, 
ARGONAUT, QUALITY, S.O.I.S. Capt.(D) 6, Omdre.Algiers. N.O.I.G.

|-9 Force Q.

Bone).

M.V.Sunk by 
PAPANICOLIS.

*  U-cy/-

Ref. situation report 300, 2nd sentence, 
Ship was sunk at l655/50th Nov in 036.15 
027.44 E.(C. in C.Med 1151B/10 to Admty).

M.T.Bs . Intend sailing M.T.Bs. 307, ;>15, 266 for Bone
at 1600A today 10th. E.T.A. Bone 0730A/llth.
(V. A.Malta 1248A/10 to S.O.I.S., N.O.I.G.
Bone, N.C.X.F. (R) V.10. Cdr.Coastal Force,
0. in C.Med. 437. 0.3.12).3 M.T.Bs from Malta E.T.A. Bone 0730A/llth keeping close

inshore. , s(N.G.X.F. I656A/IO to G.S.12. SIRIUS (R) S.O.I.S.
N.O.I.G.Bone, V.A.Malta).
M.T.Bs 266. 307, 315, sailed for Bone l600A/10th.
(V.A.Malta 1733A/10 to S.0.I.S.Bone, F.O.I.S. R.A.12th G.S 
G. in C.Med. (R) N.G.X.F., G.G.F. Admty),
My 1600/A/I0th(?1733 intended) not to SIRIUS. M.T.Bs 

266 307 and 315 have returned to Malta because of weather.
(N.O.I.C. Malta, 2225A/10 to N.O.I.G.Bone etc).

-> Force Q. Cancel my 1700/25th (re forming of Force Q). 
Force Q will be employed to signify the cruiser 
and destroyer force employed as striking force 

Bone Area. It will be normally formed of 2 of the 12th G.S. 
and 2 of 4 Fleet destroyers detached from Force H as detailed ty
(N.G.X.F. I25IA/IO to A.I.G. 259, 207K. V.A.Malta, G. in G.
Med.Admty).

Sweep by Force
Q.

HYTHE,
P .46 .

My 1905/9th (1906A/9 intended). Proceed at 
dusk 10t4 sweep N.E. and return through 48,40 
to cross line 007.00 E. at 0700/llth unless 
otherwise ordered thence Algiers.
(N.G.X.F. 1258A/10 to SIRIUS (R) C.S.12 
F.O.I.S., N.O.I,C.Bone,Capt.(S) 8;.

HYTHE and P .66 sailted at 1^00.
(V. A.Malta 1324A/10 to Force K.).

P.217. At 2000A/I0th return to Algiers through

/— ~AT 2.‘ 038! 50', oot'.ll’.
3 . 058. 40. 008.00. at 2359/1 2 th thence as

ordered by Capt.S.8. . . , „ „(Gapt.S.10. 1557A/10 to P.217. (R) S/fcs on patrol, N.G.X.F.
Capt.S.8).

/P.46...
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MOST SECRET W

WARNING; This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

“  " ' A G E  1104A/10th December.
H 'i»

M E 3 3
MOST SECRET. 

From fc.C.X.F. Date 10.12.4S. 
Time 1745

NAVAL CODE L .l .  by W/T.

Addressed Ships and Authorities Area G.

IM P Q M .
Cl) IKS 3 (Y), VETCH,7 e sco rts ,035 dogs. 53’ North 
000 dogs. 39' V/ost through 109 93 50'78 57 -  7?.
B rief situation  Western Mediterranean -  suomarmes 
excepted -  2003A/10th.
(2) MKF 4 ,EGRET,5 escorts, 036 dogs. 51* North 002
degs. 22' East through 39 17 109 whore Oran section 
joins 93 50 37 - 13. /> 33*  * ^ 7

(3 ) BICESTER, PRINCESS BEATRIX,037 dogs. 07* North
003 dogs. 28* East through 2*1 27 40 96 thence Bono -  IS.

(4) Force H, sa ilin g  p.m. 10th to arrive Mere El 
Kcbir a.m. 11th.
(5) Hospital ship OXFORDSHIRE,036 dogs. 02' Kprth
004 degs. 46' West through 78 82 76 12 bound Algiers -
14. />.

Following safe conduct shipping on approved
route may be encountered:-.
(A) Between Gibraltar and M arseilles: Portuguese
PAULA. Portuguese PADUA. Swedish EMBLA.
(B) Between G ibraltar and Genoa:- Swiss CALAKTA.
Swiss GBNEROSO. Portuguese S/unTA IRENE. Swiss
OABqqRTEGAij.

V.C.N.3.
A.G.L.S.(H) 
A.C.im.S . (F)(2) 
A.G.D.S.(T)
IN.A. 1st S.L . 
Capt. Pirn. 
D.U.D.(H)(2) 
D.O.D.(F)(2) 
Duty Capt. (2) 
U.S.i’j.
D. A/S W.
Kd. of M. 
D.D.I.C. (2)

1104A/10
Advice copies so rt g u t ^ t e p t^  

Ad. Ramsey (4)
i.p. (£y
W.D^
D.T.D. (M)
D.T.D. (3)
D.T.D. (C)
D. of P. (2)
D.D.O.D. (M)
C. C.O; (2)
D. of P. (Q)
D.B.W.D. (3)
Ad. Blake (2)



MOST SECRET
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EARNING; This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message, and the text must first be paraphrased if i t  is essential to 
communicate i t  to persons outside British or A llied Government Services,

P
MOST SECRET LESS..GE QIJT1-J52//10 jBCCO'J
Fro- N.Odr. X.F. Rate 10.1B»-E

Rood. 1714
NAVIJj CODE L. 1 BY 7/P

Addressed Ships and lu th orities  in  ,_rea G.
ii£?ort;rit.

My 1104/10th. Add new paragraph
(7) II.H.S. V/)N0C, F.Sf IE MALIN.U.S. Destroyer 
oMITH,in approx, position  03b a eg 48* North 000 t e? 
36 ’ v-rest to Oran 5.
( 8) K.M S 4 ,H.M.S. VENOMOUS,9 escort s a ils  Algiers 
I800;yl0th (corrupt group) with ships fo r  
B ougie,fN ullippevilie,ana Bono. 1^,.^  3 ^ 3

IMG
0

V.C.N.S, 
A.O.N.S.(H) 
A.O.N.S. (F )(2 ) 
A.O.N.S.(T N .A .lst G.M. 
Oapt.Pim 
D.O.B.(H)(2) 
D.O.p^ (F)(2)

- Aft t* d/^t/7
i45ayio

advance Copy D.G.D.O.D. (F)
D.T.D.

D .0u.s )
-  j O  o •n / r! T ;f 
Ho. 01 M.

w. d!
D.T.B.(iS) 
D.T.D. 3 
D.T.D. 0}D. o f P .(2 )
d. b. n.:p (n)c.c.ov(2)x
D.E."',3. f3)Aa. Blake.(2)
Ad. Ramsey (4)

IH.


