
1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-

HJME COMMANDS 
(Classification 
by subjects)

FOREIGN STATIONS  
(Classification 
by stations)

- policy
- Defence of United Kingdom 

Movements
- operations
- Allied Ain Activity
- Enemy Air Activity
- Mining
- Enemy intelligence
- U-Boats
- Navigational 

Technical
Casualties and Defects

- Shipping and Convoys
- North Atlantic
- South Atlantic 

Mediterranean
- East indies
- America and Y/est Indies
- Australia and New Zealand
- U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed 
temporarily, e.g. when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement 
the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences;-

(a) ?,Tovements of H.M. Ships (prepared by operations
Division, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).

(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports
(l September 1943).

(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)
(1 September 1943).

(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition
of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships; from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941).

(e) Daily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air*
Ministry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) paily operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)
(13 September 1939).

( h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.

Note. Commencing on 16th February 1944 the Fortnightly 
Reports from 3.A.C.S.E.A. covering Operations, 
Intelligence and Planning (all Services) have 
been removed and bound up separately.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. ULA abandoned h er p a tr o l  in  Skudenes F jo rd  t o 
day. Four out o f  f i v e  torp ed oes  f i r e d  f a i l e d  to  
run and g r e a t ly  w orsen ing w eather rendered  i t  
im p o ss ib le  to  Keep p e r is co p e  depth .

2 . (a ) .  Convoy R .A .55A a r r iv e d  at Loch Ewe at 1402 
today .

( b )  . C. in  C .H .F. in  DUKE OF YORK w ith  JAMAICA and 
e ig h t  d e s t r o y e r s  a r r iv e d  at Scapa at 0936A from  
the K ola  I n le t ;  and at 2306 C .S .10 in  BELFAST w ith  
NORFOLK -and SHEFFIELD a ls o  a rr iv ed  a t  Scapa* 
BELFAST had 19 tons o f  R ussian s i l v e r  b u l l io n  on 
board .

( c )  . DUKhj OF YORK has su sta in ed  a c t io n  and w eather 
damage w hich n e c e s s ita te  d ock in g  and C. in  C .H .F. 
in ten ds to  s a i l  h er s h o r t ly  t o  Ro3yth.

( d )  . The A/A sh ip  PRINCE ROBERT was d et ached at 
2208A from  E .G .4  e s c o r t in g  convoy M .K .F .27 t o  
op era te  in  the N .W .B iscay A rea.

3. (a ) .  The E ire  v e s s e l  KERLOGUE is  re p o r te d  today 
to  have landed  164 s u r v iv o r s  o f  the German Des
tro y e rs  sunK by GLASGOW on 28th December a t Cork; 
and KERLOGUE w i l l  be r e ta in e d  at F ishguard  on her 
a r r iv a l  th e re .

( b )  . MAURITIUS l e f t  her p a tr o l  in  the w estern  
B iscay  area at 1100A tod ay  f o r  Plymouth to  f u e l ;  
and GAMBIA a r r iv e d  at Plymouth at 1402A.

f

( c )  . Three unknown eastbound sh ip s  were s ig h te d  by 
A/C a t 1835A about 150 m iles  W. by N* o f  Ushant; 
and a U-Boat was a ttack ed  by A/C at 1935A about 
300 m iles  due w est o f  Bordeaux* A/C are hunting 
the U -Boat.

( d )  . A dm ira lty  c o n s id e r  i t  u n lik e ly  th at any fu r 
th er  inw ard-bound b lo ck a d e -ru n n ers  w i l l  be in  the 
area n orth  o f  the A zores b e fo r e  the n e x t  dark p er
io d  beg in n in g  about 15th January.

( e )  » ARIADNE (M editerranean  Command) was today 
o rd ered  to cease  o p e r a t in g  under the o rd ers  o f  C* 
in  C*Plymouth.

4. Two R .p.Typhoons accom panied by o th e r  Typhoons 
a tta ck e d  w ith  R.P. and cannon f i r e ,  and cla im  to 
nave damaged a sh ip  b e l ie v e d  to  be the 
MUNSTERLAND in  Boulogne H arbour. The l a t t e r  sh ip  
was photographed on 4 th  January b u t,h o  damage was 
v is ib le *
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1. 1 .1 9 4 4 . S a tu rd a y .

SITUATION REFORT.

N o rth  A t l a n t i c .
5. The U .3 . d e s t r o y e r s  GREENE and KEARNEY o f  T sk  Group 2 1 .1 5  engaged  enemy su b m arin e s  w i th  g u n f i r e  and d e p th  c h a rg e s  n e a r  4 4 .5 0  N» 2 0 .1 0  V/. (a b o u t 480 m ile s  N .S. o f  San M ig u e l, A zo res ) betw een  312 and 010101Z. KEARNEY o b ta in e d  R adar c o n ta c t  and a t t a c k e d  w ith  guns in  4 5 .0 0  N. 1 8 .1 3  YU a t  2020Z, m aking a t  l e a s t  one h i t  on th e  t a r g e t ,  w hich  d is a p p e a r e d .  Ten m in u te s  l a t e r  two heavy u n d e rw a te r  e x p lo s io n s  w ere h e a rd . The U-Boat re a p p e a re d  a t  2 0 45 , wa3 h i t  a g a in  by g u n f i r e  and d is a p p e a r e d .

/

S o u th  A t l a n t i c .
6* A s u s p ic io u s  v e s s e l  p u r p o r t in g  to  be th e  B r i t i s h  GLENBANK was s ig h te d  by a i r c r a f t  in  09 . 35. S. 2 3 .4 5  W. a t  1530A to d a y . GLENBANK was n o t  i n  th e  n e ig h b o u rh o o d , and  t h i s  may be a homeward bound b lo c k a d e  ru n n e r-

M e d i te r ra n e a n .
7. The I t a l i a n  S/M AxXjJM was r e p o r te d  to  be ag ro u n d  to d a y  in  3 7 .3 1  N. 2 1 .3 5  E. (w est c o a s t  o f  th e  Is thm u s o f  C o r in th . )  The v e s s e l  was en gaged  in  the- e v a c u a t io n  o f  7 A l l i e d  p e r s o n n e l  and  i s  p resu m ab ly  th e  su b m arin e  r e f e r r e d  to  in  S i t u a t i o n  R e p o rt 2 8 th  D ecem ber, 1943 , p a r a .  9 ( a ) .  The I t a l i a n  d e s t r o y e r  RIBOTI i s  to  a t te m p t to  re sc u e  th e  su b m arine  and h e r  crew on th e  n ig h t  3 /4 th  J a n u a ry , b u t on 1 0 th  Ja n u a ry  C. i n  C .M e d ite r ra n e a n  r e p o r te d  t h a t  the v e s s e l  was a t o t a l  l o s s .
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JITUATION RWrORT.

1.1.1944. 
Saturday.

East Ind ies .

8. The es co r t  o f  Force G which is  proceeding from 
Bombay to the Mediterranean, a rr iv ed  at Aden today 
v i z .  escort  c a r r i e r  BATTLER w ith  D .11 and 3 des
troyers  and f r i g a t e s .  The landing ships them
se lv e s  are to go through to  Suez w ithout c a l l in g  
at Aden.

v
9. The Dutch c ru is e r  HEEM3KERCK (Australian 
Squadron) a rr ived  at Aden from Colombo and s a i le d  
f o r  Suez to  jo in  the Mediterranean Command tempor
a r i l y  u n t i l  her r e f i t  in the U.K. can be arranged.

I

A u s tra l ia  & New Zealand.

10. A U.3. c a r r i e r  based R/C a i r c r a f t  th is  morning- 
s ighted  two heavy c ru isers  and two destroyers  
about to en te r  Kavieng, New Ire land . An a ttack  was 
launched. One c ru is e r  was h i t  by two 1600 lb .
A.P.bombs, 2 other 1000 lb .  bombs and at le a s t  one 
torpedo. The o ther c ru is e r  was h i t  by one 1600 lb . 
and one 10C0 lb .  A .p. bomb and at le a s t  two t o r 
pedoes. Both ships were l e f t  on f i r e  and i t  is  
b e l ie v ed  they were sunk or beached. One des troyer  
is  thought to  have been sunk and the other badly 
damaged from bombs and gunning. The a ttack ing  
fo rc e  was in te rcep ted  by 20 to  30 Zeros, o f  which 
11 to  15 were destroyed; and in  add it ion  one enemy 
bomber and one f i g h t e r  which were searching fo r  
the Task Force were shot down. Two A l l i e d  f ig h t e r s  
and one bomber were lo s t*

11. A Naval C ata lina  in  the e a r ly  hours o f  today 
attacked two f r e ig h te r s  and an escort  v e s s e l  an
chored in  Huyne Harbour, Los Negros Is land  
(Adm iralty Group), s ink ing a 9000 ton cargo sh ip 
w ith  a d i r e c t  h i t  and poss ib ly  damaging a 5000 ton 
ship w ith  two 500 lb .  bombs.

12. i .a r l ie r  la s t  n ight another naval Catalina 
damaged by a h it  w ith  quarter ton bombs one o f two 
destroyers  15 m iles north o f  Cape Hoskins (New 
B r i t a in . )

/13...
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A u s t r a l ia  & New Zealand -  Contd.

13. a  s in g l e  enemy a i r c r a f t  i n e f i e c t u a l l y  mined 
the Borgen Bay area  l a s t  n igh t .

14. B e fore  dawn today a n igh t  p a t ro l  a i r c r a f t  tw id  
a ttacK ea  a northbound Japanese submarine o f f  Wide 
Bay, New B r i ta in .  A very  la r g e  o i l  s l i c k  was seen 
a f t e r  daybreak.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Trawlers 
for Azores.

Policy.
Your 261315/December. It is essential to provide 
6 trawlers required from your Command and deplet
ion of rescue service with O.N.S./S.C. convoys 
must be temporarily accepted.
2. 4 trawlers must be available at Azores by 15th

January to cover unloading; request you will sail all six in 
accordance with your para.2.
(A.C.N.S.H. 011311A to C. in C.W.A.)

PRINCESS
MARGARET. SS. PRINCESS MARGARET will be fitted out as L.S.I. 

(H) at Penarth.
(D. of P.Q. 011955A to P.O.L.S.U.)

ANSON.
Movements.
Herewith repetition of my 010256 begins, 
arrival V.A.2 in ANSON with OFFA ends. 
(A.C.O.S. 011047A to C. in C. Rosyth.)

Scapa

DUKE OF 
YORK. Intend proceeding to Rosyth in DUKE OF YORK at 

2130A/4th. E.T.A. 0930/5th. 2. R.A.D.H.F. is
requested to sail 2 destroyers to screen and then 
return Scapa. 3. Ship is to be ready to sail p.m. 22nd.
(C. in C.H.F. 011303A to DUKE OF YORK, Admty.)

S/M. Positions of S/Ms. at 0800/2 and movements for
movements. following 24 hours.

(F.O.S. 011754, 012226A, 020234.)

Operations.
Operation
"Stonewall". Intend to leave patrol area 1100A for Plymouth to 

fuel by route ordered in your 312339. E.T.A. 
1100A/2.
(MAURITIUS 010141A to C. in C. Plymouth.)
Am in 047° 35* N. 013° 10' W. by R. LORD NUFFIELD 
in company, course set for position KD. speed 7 

knots. LORD NUFFIELD has 6 A.M. air crew survivors. Intend makin 
nearest port Falmouth for engine repairs and fuel.
(SCOTTISH 010405A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

£.T.A.1002A tomorrow. ROMNEY, POOLE in company. Request 
arrangements be made to relieve me of prisoners of war, 3 cot 
cases, 5 officers, and 54 ratings on arrival. (3) Request my 
position when practicable. (4) My dead reckoning position 1000 
to-day 049° 19' N. 011° 08* W. course 081° 10 knots.

(SEAHAM 011133A to N.O.I.C. Falmouth.)

/Proceed...
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Operations.
Proceed through following positions to Falmouth. 
Your 010405 refers.
(C. in C. Plymouth 011149A to SCOTTISH.)
GAMBIA arrived.
(C. in C. Plymouth 011402A to Admty.)
Information has been received that 164 German 
survivors have been landed at Cork by Eire vessel 

KERLOGUE. Information is thought to be reliable. Eire vessel 
KEHLOGUE will be retained on arrival at Fishguard until further 
instructions.
(N.O.I.C. Milford Haven 011431A to Admty.)

Cancel A.M. 271254 December. (ARIADNE.)
(D.O.D.H. 011455A to C. in C. Plymouth, ARIADNE.)
Abandon search at last light tonight and return to Plymouth. 

If fuel permits proceed through position (BE) 46° 58* N. 12° 10' 
W. and thence through (BD) and (BA). My 291521A refers.
2. If fuel does not permit above proceed direct to (BE) and 
thence to (BA). 3. Survivors from German destroyers may be in
vicinity of (BE).

(C. in C. Plymouth 011457A to BLYTH.)
Disposition at 012000. (2) BLYTH, PETERHEAD 045° 45’ N.

010° 08' W. through 046° 58’ N. 012° 10* W. 031° 11 knots.
(3) SEAHAM, ROMNEY, POOLE 049° 30’ N. 008° 29’ W. 082° 11 knots.
(4) LORD NUFFIELD, SCOTTISH (S.O.) 048° 59’ N. 011° 19’ W. 079°
7 knots. (5) MAyRITIUS 049° 18* N. 011° 35’ W. 094° 23 knots. 
(C. in C. Plymouth 011533A to Admty.)

Am being shadowed by enemy A/C. position 49.01 N. 13.39 77. 
course 081° speed 19.

(MAURITIUS 011626 to Whitehall W/T.)
Am shadowing 3 unknown ships, course 090° 10 knots, position 

49° 24’ N. 09° 00’ W.
(A/C. Duty F. 011835A to 19 Group.)
P.C.S. of 1 merchant vessel 46.32 N. 07.19 W. 280° 12 knots. 
(A/C. Duty E. 011930 to 19 Group.)
Have obtained A/S. V contact.
(A/C. Duty E. to 19 Group. No T.0.0. Reed. 011942.)
Over u/B. Have attacked u/B. with depth charges. Estimate 

hits across U/B. on surface. Position 44° 45' 07° 38' W. 
Apparently disabled. In A.3.V. contact.

(A/C. Duty L. 011935A to 19 Group.)
3/M. has disappeared.
(A/C. Duty L. 012030 to 19 Group.)
N.R. 1. Am over enemy S/M. in 45.22 N. 19.38 W. Enemy 

was on surface. When first sighted was on course 100° speed 
15 knots.

(A/C. Duty L. 012200 to S.H.9.)
After recent sinking of inward-bound blockade runner and the 

Bay of Biscay action, Admiralty appreciate that it is unlikely 
further inward-bound ships will be in the area N. of the Azores 
before the next dark period commencing about January 15th.
2. A.M. 221945/December refers.

(1st S.L. 012200A to Ships, C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C.W.A.,
F.O.G.M, A.)  ̂  ̂ „M.K.F.27. Detach PRINCE ROBERT forthwith to proceed toward 
047° 4' * N. 015° W. passing through 049° 30’ N. 021° ’V. speed 
18 knots.

(C. in C.W.A. 012208A to E.G.4.)
Hunt U/B reported to be in 44° 45* N. 07° 38' W. at 1935. 
(H.Q. 19 Group 012320A to A/C. P.Q.D.L. and P.O.D.S. )

Operation 
"Stonewall" 
(Contd.)

/Operation....
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Operations.
Operation R.A.55A in position A at 0215A. Have ordered
P.V. corvettes to comply with C. in O.W.A. 311603 and

R.A. (d ) Home Fleet 312026. As no ships are 
routed beyond Loch Ewe Cmdre. is taking whole 
convoy there, E.T.A. Ewe Buoy Q.900A. I have 
ordered ACANTHUS to Loch Ewe to comply with 

C. in C.W.A.311603 when ships have received routeing instructions 
Am proceeding Skaalefiord with HYDRA.
(HOUND 010446A to N.O.I.C. Aultbea.)

Scapa arrival C. in C.H.F. in DUKE OF YORK with JAMAICA, 
MUSKETEER, MATCHLESS, SAVAGE, VIRAGO, OPPORTUNE, SEAGULL, STORD, 
SCORPION.

(A.C.O.S. 010936A to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)
Faeroes departure BEAGLE.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 011057A to C. in C.H.F.)
Short transmissions at 0916Z/1 and 0921Z/1 indicates that 

convoy R.A.55B, or Group 4 may have been reported by U-Boat. 
(D.D.I.C. 011102A to A.I.G.47.)
Following from MacGregor. 1. Sailed (A) EMPIRE STALWART, 

FORT COLUMBIA, FORT POPLAR, THOMS KEARNS, JAMES GORDON BENNETT. 
Total 5 ships. (B) Tanker SAN AMBROSIO.

(S.B.N.O. Murmansk 011105 to Admty.)
BELFAST has 19 tons bullion. S.B.N.O. North Russia 230909A refers.
(C.S.10 Oil327A to A.C.O.S.)
R.A.55A arrived. 22 ships. Names.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe 011402 to C. in C.W.A.)
Request 5 through escorts for J.W.56A and B. may be provide 

from other commands.
(C. in C.H.F. 012143A to Admty.)
Scapa arrival BELFAST, NORFOLK, SHEFFIELD.
(A.C.O.S. 012306 to H.F.)

Coastal (A) 3 M.T.Bs. from Newhaven offensive patrol for
Force torpedo targets between 132° W . 10 miles and 252°
Patrols. W .  10 miles keeping W. of 00° 29’ W.when S. of 4S.

proceed and return by passage four, passing 4 N. 
at 2300A. and returning to be within 20 miles of 
own coast by 0800A. (B) 2 Chasseurs anti E.Boat
patrol on 50° 24* N. between 00° 35’ W. and 00°

48' W. 1830A to 0700A. (C) TADOUSSAC, PARRSBORO, BEAUMARIS short
notice Yarmouth. (D) M.L.292 short notice St.Helens.
(E) 2 M.G.Bs. from Portland patrolling 50° 20* N. between 02° 00’ 
W. and 02° 35* W.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 011451A.)

M.Ls.140 and 141 at Bullock Bank. M.T.Bs. 240, 231, 229 and 
M.G.Bs.40,41 and 43 at No.7 Buoy. E.T.D.Dover 1930 and 1745 
respectively.

(V.A. Dover 011637A to Admty.)

Operation Operation K.J.H. successfully completed.
K.J.H. (F.O. Force "J" 011538A to A.N.C. X.F. )

ULA.
Defective
torpedoes.

Negative patrol. 5 torpedoes fired on 2 attacks 
and proved defective. My position 2400 first Jan. 
59° 07' 04° 16' E . •
(ULA 011715A to F.O.S.)

/S/M...
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Operations - Contd.
S/M. .Positions of S/Ms. at 0800/2nd and movements for
Patrols. following 24 hours. A. SYRTIS, SEANYMPH, SCEPTRE

SEADOG, ULA, SPITEFUL, SUNFISH as in my 301722.
B. STRATAGEM sails Lerwick 0900/2nd probably on 
surface through 090° Muckle Flugga 5 and 51° 59’ 

N. 00° 35’ W. thence course 030° to 65° N. dived by day N. of 62° 
C. TAKU sails Lerwick 0900/2nd probably on surface through 090° 
Muckle Flugga 5 and 62° 01' N. 01° 25’ W. thence course 030°. 
Dived by day N. of 62°. D. UNSWERVING sails Lerwick 1500/2nd 
probably on surface through 090° Muckle Flugga 5 and 62° 01' N. 
00° 35* W. thence course 030° to patrol vicinity 63° 28' N. 01° 
05’ E. Dived by day N. of 62°.
(F.O.S. 011754 to Admty.)

Casualties & Defects.
HURRICANE MONTGOMERY, LEAMINGTON, E.T.A. Lough Foyle Buoy
survivors. 0830Z/2nd. 12 Officers including B.l and Staff,

and 190 Ratings ex HURRICANE. No serious or 
cot cases.
(MONTGOMERY 011101Z to Cdre. D.W.A.)

DUKE OF YORK. My 011303. DUKE OF YORK has sustained action
damage to main mast and hatchway action and 
weather damage to ventilation system and weather 
deck fittings. The structure in the vicinity of 

rudder is strained and ship requires docking for survey.
(2) Opportunity will also be taken to change certain 5.25 inch 
guns.
(C. in C.H.F. 011305A to C. in C. Rosyth.)

Your 011305A and 011303A. Earliest date for ship to basin 
is p.m. 8th Jan. and in basin p.m. 24th. Anticipated (?earliest) 
date number 1 dock can be ready is 11th Jan. Date of undocking 
is 24th Jan. subject to result of survey. Request defect list 
be forwarded.

(A.S. Rosyth 011815A to C. in C.H.F.)

Shipping & Convoys.
U.C.9. C.T.G. 21.7 in SCOTT? and BURKE WEBER, SCHMITT,

FRAMENT, and ENRIGHT sailed for U.C.9.
(E.C.0. Londonderry 010700Z to C. in C.W.A.)

S.L.143/ 
M.K.S.34. 
Time Bombs.

Time bombs keep on exploding in Convoy. STANHOPE 
has had 2 and EMPIRE HEYWOOD 1. Several oranges 
have been badly bruised. (2) Corvettes of 6th 
E.G. are .being topped up by Fleet Escort Oiler 
TOWLY. (3) M.K.S.34 P.C.S. at 1000Z, 048° 29*
N. 020° 43* W. 001° 8 knots. (4) Weather 368Z 
4041.
(B.3. 011007Z to C. in C.W.A.)

/My
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S. L.143/
M. K. S.34. 
Time bombs. 
(contd.)

Shipping & Convoys.
My 011007 para.l. Ships consider great damage 
likely to be caused to undamaged cargo by 
squashed oranges and suggest M.O.W. T. be informed 
with a view to altering destination to allow 
earliest possible and rapid discharge.
(B.3. 011545Z to C. in C.W.A.)

LOCHNAGAR. Your 302144A. Consider LOCHNAGAR should run
unescorted. A minesweeper of 18th M.S.F. will be 
provided as escort when available.
(C. in C.H.F. 011355A to Admty.)

ROGER GRISWOLD. Returned from O.N.217. Lifeboat 
Damage. Heavy weather. Lost convoy. GEORGE 
CHAMBERLAIN. Returned from O.N.217. Heavy 
weather damage. CAIRNESK. Returned from O.N. 
217. Reason not yet known.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde 011417A to C. in C.W.A.)

Departure 1615 VANQUISHER to overtake O.N.218. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 011645A.)
(A) 1200Z/1. (B) B . 6, FAME, VANQUISHER, DEVERON,
ROSE, KINGCUP, VERVAIN, EGLANTINE. Rescue Ship, 

ABOYNE, MAC EMPIRE, MACANDREW, MATAROA, JEREMIAH O ’BRIEN. (C) 45. 
(C. in C.W.A. 011734Z to A.I.G.534.)

O.N. and C. in C. C.N.A. has been given discretion to
O.N.S. detach ships bound for ports North of New York
Convoys. when convoy is West of Y/estorap.

2. C. in C. C.N.A. will instruct Commodores as 
to time of detachment and routes to be followed 
informing C.E.S.P. and Com.10th Fleet C. & R. as 

necessary. 3. Masters of ships concerned should 
be warned of this arrangement at the Conference.
(D.T.D. 011729A to C. in C.W.A.)

U.T.6. Convoy U.T.6 is due Belfast a.m. 8/1 comprising
the two following troop transports:- Names. 
(D.S.T. 012030A to D.S.T.O. Belfast.)
Convoy U.T.6 is due Clyde a.m. 8/1 Liverpool 

p.m. 8/1 and Bristol Channel a.m. 9/1 comprising the following 
seventeen troop transports. Names.
(D.S.T. 012033A.)

K.X.13. WILLOWHERB, BURNET, MEADOWSWEET are required to
escort K.X.13 leaving Milford Haven 5th January 
for Gibraltar.
(C. in C.W.A. 012348A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

Stragglers.

O.N. 218.
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War Diary.

10
1. 1..1944* 
Saturday.

MAURITIUS.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

From position MB. steer for position MC. 036° 00' 
N. 010° 00' Y/. Thence to Gib. 3.0.A. 20 knots, 
codeword ’’Drain."
(F.O.G.M.A. 010126A to MAURITIUS.)

Your 300217. Spanish destroyers have been sighted 
in area where German survivors have been seen.
It i3 therefore possible that they may have sur
vivors on board upon return to Ferrol.
2. A strict watch should be kept and enquiries 

made of Spanish Authorities. There is absolute obligation to 
intern naval survivors picked up outside territorial waters by 
neutral warships, and if any are landed from destroyers immediate 
representations should be made.
(Head of M.I. 010521A. to N.A.Madrid, Info. F.O.u. ;,i.A. C. in C» 
Plymouth, Consul Corunna.)

Ge rman 
survivors*

Operation
"Stonewall".

HARLESDEN.

y

IRISH CEDAR.

WITHERINGTON.

COTILLION.

L.C.1.487 - 
492 proceed
ing to U.K. 
in U.G.3.28.

Arrived PENELOPE• 
(F.O.G.m .a . 010933A.)

Following received from Valencia T.0.0. 312005 
(begins) 2 small explosions in case of onions 
in number 2 hold 31st. No damage to ship. 1 
gunner slightly injured. (Ends.)
(3.0.1. Gibraltar 011122A to B.N.A.Madrid, (R) 
Aamty. (D.N.I).)

Have you any news of IRISH CEDAR. S.B.N.0.Azores 
252318Z refers.
(D.T.D. 011505A to N.C.S.O.Ponta Delgaaa, Info.
3. B.N.0-Azores , F.O.G.M.A. C. in C.Y/.A.)

Sailed from Horta 0907/l3t. 
(Azores 011329 to F.O.C.Gib.)

Expect COTILLION in tow of CAPE CORMORIN. E.T.A. 
will be signalled later.(3.B.N.O.Azores 011510 to N*C . S.O.Ponta Delgada, 
(R) F.O.G.M.A. Aamty. B.N .A.Lisbon.)

Following is repetition of C.T.F. 61 011140 (N.T* 
in Y/.R.) (Begins) From C.T.F.61. Refer C.
in C.Lant’3 162220* Dec. L.C.I.Group 28 Comdr. 
Shuyin in 490. Request route and destination. 
G.T.G. 61.9 has paraphrase by light. U.G. S.28 is 
705 miles bearing 245° true from Horta Fayal 
012000Z speed 9.5 nautical miles each hour course 
090° true. eather. (Enas.)
(F.O.G.M.A. 011552A to Aamty. 3.B.N.O.Azores.)
* Circulated under T.0.0. 171227 from Comnaveu.

/LUCULUS..•
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War D ia r y .

LUCULUS.

H .X .272. 
S t r a g g l e r s .

A zo re s
movements.

ARCOLA,
TAIGETE.

C -T .F .  S I .  16 
A/S
o p e r a t io n s .

S •L . 145.

11
1 .1 .1 9 4 4 . 
Sa tu rday .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

N o r th  A t l a n t i c  -  Contd.

L m p oss ib le  t o  s a i l  LUCULUS owing t o  f o u l e d  p ro 
p e l l e r .  E a r l i e s t  e x p e c te d  tim e o f  r e a d in e s s  1300 
G .M .T. 2nd D e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t  i s  w a i t in g  o f f  p o r t .
I f  d e c id e d  to  e n t e r  r e q u e s t  P o r tu gu ese  a u t h o r i t i e s  
be in fo rm ed . F u r th e r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  are r e q u e s te d .  
(N .C *3 . O .Pon ta  Delgada 011701 t o  3 *B .N .0 . A z o r e s , 
(R ) Admty. 3 . 0 .1 .  G ib . N .A . L i s b o n . )

C» in  C .W .A. 301751. R equest s h ip  be r o u te d  to  
P on ta  D e lgada .
( 3 . B .N .0 .A zo re s  011705Z t o  Admty. C« in  C. .A .
(R ) F .O .G .M .A . )

F o l l o w in g  i s  r e p e t i t i o n  o f  my 311S50* (b e g in s )  
D ep a r tu re  Ponta D e lgada  RYE, WHITEHAVEN, BOSTON, 
CLUMBERHALL and ISRE. (E n d s . )
( 3 . B .N .O .A zo re s  011714Z t o  P .O .C .G ib .  (R ) Adm ty .)  
*  r e e d ,  u n aecyp h erab le .

Re n e g o t i a t i o n s  f o r  t a h in g  o v e r ,  and c rew s .
(B .N .A .L is b o n  011935 to  P .0 .1 .C .V / .A f . (R ) Admty. 
Consul 3 t .  V in c e n t . )

T h is  is  C . f . P .  2 1 -1 6 ’ s 011625 t o  C. in  C .Lan t and 
C . i l .S .F .  f o r  a c t io n .  A t  44 .44  N. 21 .03  V/. PAUL 
JONES, BARKER on sub. c o n ta c t .  A t  14C0Z/4th 
E .T .A .  C asab lanca . O rders  sea rch  a rea  44 and 45 N 
21 and 20 W. t o n ig h t  r e j o i n  39 N. 20 west 1700Z/ 
2nd. R equ ire  f o r  BLOCK ISLAND 780,000 g a l l o n s  
f u e l  o i l ,  250,000 f o r  4 d e s t r o y e r s .
(Comnaveu 012018 to  Admty. and t o  pass to  C. in  C. 
Med. )

South A t l a n t i c .

D epartu res  0 8 0 5 Z / ls t  LEITH, ANCHU3A, , SOUTHERN 
PRIDE w ith  3 . L . 145.
( 3 . 0 .1 .  F ree tow n  011841Z t o  Adm ty .)
See 3 . 0 . 1 .  F ree tow n  021118Z.
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Saturday.

Mediterranean.
U/B. S/M in 24.20 N. 36.15 E. 

(NORWICH CITY, 010900Z

TORBAY, TORBAY proceed forthwith to patrol close to
SIBYL. Cape Krio.

(2) SIBYL patrolling off Cape Alupo. Cancel 
reference to patrol area has had my 3l0931BDec. 
not to TORBAY.
(Capt.(S), 0109443 to TORBAY, SIBYL (R) F.O.E.M.) 

Patrol off Cape Krio in'daylight hours and between Nisero and 
Pishopi at night.
(Capt. (S) 1, 011632B to TORBAY, (ft) P.217 (SIBYL) F.O.E.M.) 

Patrol forthwith between Piskopi and Khalia.~
(Capt.(S) 1, 012226B to TORBAY (R) SIBYL, F.O.E.M.)

CURIE. Your 312359 return Maddalena when weather
moderates arrive in daylight and report E.T.A. 
Following expected Maddalena -
(1) L.S.T. convoys from Southward due 2nd and 3rd. 

(2) LAFOREY (?from) Naples via Q.B.B. 303 due 2nd all informed 
of your whereabouts.
(Capt. (3) 10, 011051 to P.67 (CURIE))

Chrome for In addition to frequent shipments of chrome by
Axis. sea to Bourgas (my Dec. 281914 (N.T. in W.D.)

refers) draw attention to heavy despatch of chrome 
by rail Instanbul to Germany. These amount to 
more than 100 tons daily average. Submit that 

effective bombing of railway bridges over Maritza and Ardas 
would not only disrupt chrome but other valuable enemy traffic 
with Turkey. Both bridges are in German occupied Greek 
territory and anti-aircraft defences believed not abnormally 
strong.
(3.0.(I) Instanbul, 011114C to F.O.E.M. Pass to S.O.(l) Med.
(R) D.N.I.)
Arrival Instanbul of two German ships.

Smplojmient Personal request you will propose CAVOUR Class 
of Italian battleship most suitable for commitment quoted
Battleships. in A.M. 121912 para. 2. No mention of reason

should be made to any Italian authority without 
specific directions from me. Request you will 

consider arrangements for the demilitarisation of main and 
secondary armament of GAVOUR Class in accordance with my 041941 
para. 7 on assumption that first battleship to be moved will 
to Syracuse and not Taranto.
(C. in C. Med. 011202 to V-A. Malta, (R) Admty. F.O.T.A.L.I.)

Reduction /...
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Saturday.

Mediterranean.
Employment 
of Italian 
Battleships. 
(Contd.)

Reduction of complement LITORIO class in 
accordance with my 041941 ̂ para. 3. F. O.T.A.L. I. 
is requested to propose provisional progrannie 
for return of surplus personnel from Levant 
8CIPI0NE, AFRICANO on completion of refit can he 
used. Proposal to be arranged direct between 
P.O.T.A.L.I. and P.O.L.E.M. repeat to me.
(0. in C. Med.. 011204 to P. 0. T.A. L. I., 
P.O.L.E.M., (R) Admty., V.A. Malta.)

«

Onward routeing completed 036° 01* N. 004° 17’ W. 
at 0800/6th through positions 72, 86, 2, 12,
94, 65, 40, 206, 79, Q.B.B.149, and Q.B.B. 150, 
214, 275, 274, 208, 358 then as ordered by P.O., 
L.E.M.2. S. of A. 14 knots to arrive 

position 65 at 1915/7th then adjusting speed to arrive position 
206 at 0600 456/8th. Thence S. of A. 16 knots to arrive 
position 358 at 0230/l0th.
3. All times A. 5. Fighter and A/S. protection by day from 
own resources. 6. Night A/S. protection from sunset to sunrise 
by A/C. of N.A.O.A.P. fitted I.F.F. Mark III. 7. Fighter prot
ection on 6th 7th and 8th from 30 minutes before sunset until 
dark by flying single engine fighters patrolling on 2 sides of 
box round unit flying in single formation low down. Night 
fighter protection by 2 Beaufighters on patrol line 20 miles to 
Northward from 30 minutes before sunset until daylight.
8. R/T silence is in force for passage of group A. 9. P.O.L.E.M 
inform S.N.O. Cyrenaica and 247 Wing as necessary.
(C. in G. Med. 011251A to P.0.1st Battle Squadrons (R) A.H.Q.A.D. 
E.M., 247 Wing, M.A.A.P., N.A.C.A.P., N.L.O., M.A.A.P. , Group A. 
Admty., P.O.C. Gib., C. in C. Levant, R.A. Alexandria, V.A.Malta, 
Cdre.Algiers, F.Os.i/c. and N.Os.i/c. North Africa (Oran to 
Tripoli), S.N.O. Cyrenaica.)

1st Battle 
Squadron.

CLACTON
sunk
31.12.43.

CLACTON mined and sunk off East Coast off Corsica 
a.m. 31st. C.O. and at least 43 ratings have 
been picked up. Further signal will be sent.
(C. in C. Med., 011302A to Admty,)

/Axis
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Saturday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Axis
shipping.

not loaded, 
at present as 
(C. in C. Med.

Troopers 85320 C.A.15 dated 3rd Nov. not to 
Admty.,
German ships ADANA and SQARTA arrived Cagliari 
26th August 1939 from Bremen and Gravosa, 
Yugoslavia respectively. General cargo 

Both for Genoa 31st August 1940. No information 
to eventusSL fate.
, 011529A to Admty., (r ) Troopers.)

Facilities Fuel and lubricant will no longer be available 
Salerno. at Salerno.

(C. in C. Med., 011617A to Med. Station 433B.)

DOLFIJN. Report your E.T.A. Beirut when 80 miles east of
Rhodes.
(Capt. S.I., 011634B to DOLFIJN.)

Request
for
daily
movement
signals.

para. 4 of A.M. 
(c. in C. Med., 
C. in C.3.F.)

The signal required by para, one of A.M.301224 
would consist on the average of about 1800 groups 
which it is considered would place an 
unacceptable imposition on the already heavy 
signalling traffic instructions v/ill be given

Mersa
Matruh
Naval
Base
closed.

As from 5th Jan. Naval Base at Mersa Matruh will 
be closed down and Naval facilities will not 
exist at that port.
(C. in C. Med., 011813A to Med. Station 434B.)

V

MAURITIUS, If you can spare MAURITIUS it is proposed to
PENELOPE. authorise 48 hours leave to each watch before

she returns to her station.
(1st S.L., 011934A to C. in C. Med., (r )
C. in C. Plymouth.)

Concur your 011934.2. Presume PENELOPE is not required.
(C. in C. Med., 012102A to Admty., (R) C. in C. Plymouth. )

M.T.B.
patrols.

Med. Situ
ation report 
No,261.

My 271131* M.T.Bs. have now been ordered to 
patrol Piskopi Cape Krio by night.
(F.O. 012015B to 1 (S) F. (R) Capt. (S) 1.)-Not circulated in Admty. re m . TAB. .Patrols in
Piscopi Alimnia area.
1. My 312344 para. 5 salvage of L.S.T. had to 
be abandoned due to weather.
2. Approx. 12 enemy aircraft attacked East 
Sicilian-ports p.m. 31st Dec. Bombs dropped at 
Catania and Augusta caused no naval damage A/A

/claim...



MOST SECRET
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Med.Situation 
Report 261 
(Contd.)

CAMELIASafe
conduct.

15
1.1.1944.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
claim 2 aircraft shot down. 
(C. in C. Med., 012138A.)

Swedish Government intimate safe conduct 
vessel CAMELIA will sail from Salonika at 0800 
hours local time 8th for Piraeus calling 
intermediately at Mitylene, Chios and Samos.
6. Details of route have been agreed by Admty.
7. Request you will inform air and other 
authorities concerned.
(Head of M.I. 012308A to F.O.L.E.M., (R)
C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta.)
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FORELiN STATIONS •

TORNUS 
torpedoed 
31st Dec.

U/B.

Bast Indies.
TORNUS reports being torpedoed in vicinity 020° 
45* N* 059° 41* E. at 511428E. Endeavouring to 
reach Karachi.
(C» in C.E.F. 010340Z to 3. and A. E.I.Station 
(R) Admty.246 Wing, A.H.Q.E.A. 222 Group, A.H.Q. 
Aden, 0* in C-S.At.)

U-Boat reported by D.C.3 in 22° 25* N. 61° 59’ E. 
at 010415Z.
(Freetown W/T 010432Z to Admty. Colombo W/T. )

U/B dis- Ref. U-Boat (German) disposition No. 13 of 31st De
positions. Area A. U.3. aircraft reported sighting U-Boat

(German) in 024° 55’ N- 061° 50’ L. at 0635Z/
31st Dec. graded C.4. Air escort X.
Area B- tanker TORNUS torpedoed in 020° 45' N.
059° 41* E. at 1423Z/31st Dec. Air escort Y.
Other areas; no change.
(C. in C.E.F. 010434Z to 3. & A.E.Indies Station.)

Command at 
Diego Suarez.

B.M.80A.

Re setting up office by Capitaine de Fregate Ric 
Bvanou (he has reassumed his French Surname) who 
has arrived Madagascar.
(C. in C.E.F. 010507Z to Admty. (R) C. in C*Med. 
F.O.E.A. N.O.I.C* Diego Suarez.)

2. 0730Z/lst. Escort PUNJAB.
(N.C.S.0.Bombay 010742Z to Admty.)

K.M.F/M.K.F. The cycle of K.M.F. and M.K.F. convoys will be
convoys, extended ,to 37 days after departure of K.M.F.28
cycle. from TJ.K. on 15th Jan.

2. With the exception of M.K.F.28 which sails on 
20th Jan* returning convoys will now leave Port 
Said 10 days after sailing date of K.M.F. from U.K. 

3. This will allow 33 days for the round voyage between Port 
Said and India, thus enabling ships concerned to catch the next M.K.F.
(D.O.D.F. 011540A to C. in C.E.F. (3.E.A.C) C. in C.S.A.)

Arrivals BATTLER with ROTHERHAM, ROEBUCK, RAPID, 
&ALE and DERG in company Dutch sloop JACOB VAN 
HEEM3KERK. Departures B.Y.M.3. 2204, 2203 and 
2232, in company. Highway with VERBENA ana 
NIGELLA in company WOOLWICH with Cmdre. D. in 
NAPIER with NIZAM and BETONY in company. D.3. 
JACOB VAN HEEMSK^RK.
(Com. Aden 011639Z.)

Aden
Movements.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West In d ies .

C.T.Gr.21.15 R e fe r  to  th is  as 010305 from  C .T .G . 2 1 .5  (C .T.G. 
a t ta c k s  on 2 1 .1 5  in ten ded ) ad dressed  Admty. Cominch, C in c la n t ,  
U /3 s* w ith in  15 m iles l a t .  4-., .50  N. 20 .10  V/. GREENE and

KEARNY engaged enemy submarines w ith  gun f i r e  and 
depth charges between 312124 and 010101Z r e s u l t s  
undeterm ined.
(Comnaveu 010424 to  Admty.)

This i s  C .T .G . 2 1 .1 5 's  012120 addressed  to  C. in  C.Lant and (R)
C orhi nc h , Adm ty • )
Radar c o n t a c t  l a t .  4 5 .0 0  N. l o n e. 18*13. Attacked by KEARNY . 
2028Z w ith  guns. At l e a s t  one h i t  s c o r e d  on ta r g e t  which d i s 
appeared. Two heavy underwater e x p lo s io n s  f e l t  10 minutes l a t e r .  
Target reappeared  2045 s t r u c k  again  by g u n f i r e  and d isa p p ea red . 

(Comnaveu 012216 to  Admty.)

U. 3 . Major 
U nits , 
working up.

For in fo rm a t io n .  F o llo w in g  U .3 .Major Unit3 worked 
up in  G u lf  o f  P ar ia  du ring  qu arter  ending December 
31st a i r c r a f t  c a r r i e r s  INTREPID, LANGLEY, c r u is e r s  
VELOXI, CANBERRA. Average d u ra tio n  o f  v i s i t  16 d 
( 3 . B .N .O .T rin idad  011102Q to  S .B .N .O.W .A. (R)
Admty. ( B. A . M.R?. )

ROBERT
McCLfJSJTOCK

ash ore .

Honduras M otor V esse l  ROBERT McCL^WXOCK ashore 
018° N. 037° W« our  su rv e y o r  r e p o r ts  v e s s e l  un
damaged but l o c a l  tu g  not pow erfu l enough t o  r e 
f l o a t  her . P lea se  pass t o  L lo y d s .
(R .O .B e l iz e  011115R to  Adm ty.)

CYRUS W. CYRUS W. FIELD 1 2 0 0 Z / ls t  Cable Grounds, thence v ia
FIELD. Long Is la n d  Sound to New Y ork , Key West 1500/2nd.

(H a l i fa x  011230Z .)

N.S.H .Q . 3/M (N .3 .H .* .  011426Z. )
E stim ate .

GENERAL
W.AIft-NN.

To av o id  westbound sh ip s  a l t e r  cou rse  im m ediately  
f o r  M. 031° 0 1 ’ 025° 0 2 '  o m it t in g  L.
(Cdr. 10th U .3 . F le e t  (C. & R . ) 011452Z to  U .S .S . 
GENERAL W*A.MANN, (R) U.S. C. in  C .A t la n t i c  F le e t ,  
U*3. Comnob- Bermuda, Admty. N .3 .H .Q . C .M .S .F .)

ROXBOROUGH. At 1 8 0 0 /3 l s t  s a i l e d  R0XB0R0UGH g rea t  c i r c l e  to  
Azores speed 15 knots E.T.-h . t h ir d  Jan.
(F .O .N .F . 011527Z to  3. B .N .O .A zores , (R) Admty. 
N .S .H .Q . C. in  C.W.A. C. in  C.C.N.A. N .3 . 3T. ALBANS

/SEARCHER.. .

/
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FOR.,I^ STATIONS.

A m erica  & .Vest In d ie s  -  Contd.

SEARCHER r e p o r t e d  s top p ed . W ith  d e f e c t i v e  L .P .  
tu rb in e  a t  l lO O Z / S la t  in  38° 46 ' N. 64° 30 ' W.
She p roceed ed  l a t e r  a t  8 knots  e s c o r t e d  by a U .3 . 
d e s t r o y e r  f o r  New York  where she i s  now to  be taken  
in  hand f o r  r e p a i r s  and change o f  r o t o r .  On 
morning o f  1 s t  Jan. SEARCHER r e p o r t e d  she was 
s to p p ed  a ga in  ana tu g  i s  b e in £ s e n t .

2« BLIGH, BULLEN ana BICKERTON who were  t o  fo rm  SEARCHER'S s c r e e n  
on r e tu r n  passage  r e f e r e n c e  my 202117 Dec. a r r i v e  N o r f o l k  p.m.
2nd Jan. In  v iew  o f  d e la y  t o  SEARCHER'intend on a r r i v a l  th e s e  
f r i g a t e s  to s a i l  them f o r  U.K* v i a  A r g e n t ia  and as a d d i t i o n a l  
convoy  e s c o r t .
o. P ro p o se  t o  s a i l  SEARCHER in  C«U* o r  U .T . convoy  on co m p le t io n  
i f  d a te s  f i t .  O th e rw is e  S .B .N .O .W .A t .  w i l l  be r e q u e s te d  to  p ro 
v id e  th r e e  worked up C ap ta in  C lass  f r i g a t e s  on a d a te  to  be s i g 
n a l l e d  when c o m p le t io n  d a te  o f  SEARCHER i s  known.
(B .A .D .  011717 t o  Admty. (R ) S .B .N .O .W .A t . )

B .E .C . IV .
B .E .C .V .
B . E . C . I I I .

T .U .5 .

DAK M S , 
DEANE.

BLIGH,
BULLEN,
BICKERTON.

DAGHESTAN
h e l i c o p t e r s .

In ten d  s a i l i n g  B .E .C . IV  in  company w ith  B .E .C .V  
l e a v in g  Bermuda about 3rd . My 132151/11/43 r e f e r s .  

,B .E .C . IV  i s  not y e t  f u l l y  r e l i a b l e  o p e r a t i o n a l l y  
ow ing to  s h o r ta g e  o f  s p a re s  some o f  which  have 
a l r e a d y  been sh ipped  d i r e c t  f r o m  U .3• t o  F ree tow n . 
2- B . E . C . I I I  i s  s t i l l  a w a i t in g  e s s e n t i a l  spares 
o th e r w is e  ready to  s a i l .
(S .B .N .O .W .A t .  011723 to  Admty. (R ) B .A .D . 
F .O .C .W .A f .  )

21 sh ips  a r r i v e d  New York  312300, Dec. A ls o  
s t r a g g l e r  POWDER RIVER w h ich  a r r i v e d  0116523 Jan. 
T o t a l  22 s h ip s .
(P .D .N ew  YorK  011730Z .)

DAKINS w i th  DEANE d e p a r ts  Boom Ca3co 0800Q/2nd. 
Course d i r e c t .  Speed 20* E '.T .a . Boston  Gate 1300Q.
F i r i n g  Depth Charge p a t t e r n  o f f  Cape Ann South o f  
Submarine O p e ra t in g  Area- 
(DAKINS 012007 to  Com. 1. )

As soon as ready  a f t e r  a r r i v a l  s a i l  BLIGH, BULLEN 
and BICKERTON not n e c e s s a r i l y  in  company N o r f o lk  
t o  A r g e n t ia  f o r  passage  a3 a d d i t i o n a l  convoy 
e s c o r t  to  TJ.K.
(Cominch 012135Z to  C om w es ts ea fron . )

I t  i s  c o n f irm ed  th a t  DAGHESTAN w i l l  s a i l  in  H.X. 
'274. My 271435 r e f e r s .
(B .A .D . 012141Z to  Admty. C. in  C.W.A. C* in  C.C.N. 
F .O .N .F .  Cominch, (R )  B .R .L .O .New  Y o r k . )

War D ia ry .

SEARCHER,
BLIGH,
BULLEN,
BICKERTON.
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War Diary. Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

A u s tra l ia  oc New Zealand.

D igest s e r ia l  8* Submarine observed 10 miles Southeast Gasmata 
No. 711 Dec. morning proceeding north.
31. 16. Photos, new type small submarine (rep o r ted

Digest 704 para. 3) e s ta b l is h  type 3.C. o i l  tank 
equipped f o r  towing.
19. A l l i e d  gunboats p a t ro l  c ra ft  s h e l led  enemy 

coas ta l pos it ion s  near Southern Sector Torokina Per im eter  alao 
destroyed bridge same area on main Buin Road.
(G.H.Q.S.W.P.A. 010800Z.)

U-30AT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

Estimated p os it ion s . 
(D .D .I.C . 011400, 01140oA .)

Submarines Attacked.

Submarine 
a ttack  & 
s ig h t in g  sum
mary fo r  24 
hours to 
0900Z/lst Jan.

Para. A. 1. Br. Tanker TORNUS torpedoed at 1428/31 
in  20° 45 ’ N. 59° 41' E.
Para. B. 1. U/B reported  at 0415/1 in  22° 25' N*
61° 59' E-
2* U.3. Ship attacked contact at 1730/29 in 35° 02' 
N. 10° 45' W.
(D .D .I.C . 011009Z to  Cominch, N .3 .H .Q .)
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2 9
2.1 .1944.
Sunday._____

SITUAT TOP REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. Convoy R.A.55B was about 200 m iles N.E. o f  
the North Cape at 0800 to-day.

2. Four U-Boats were sighted by a/C  during 
to-day  about 200 m iles Y/est o f  Bordeaux, o f  which 
one was attacked with depth-charges and another 
wounded one o f  the A/C’ s crew.

PRINCE ROBERT was ordered at 1519a to  leave her 
P atro l 400 m iles W. by S. o f  Ushant fo r  
Plymouth; and MAURITIUS, who arrived at Plymouth 
from p atro l at 1201A, is  to  be sa iled  to 
G ibra ltar as soon as ready -  probably on 9th 
January.

North A t la n t ic .

3. C .T.G .21.15 reported th is  evening that the
U.S. seaplane tender G0LD3B0R0UGH attacked a 
U-Boat with guns at 022325 in 44 N. 18.10 W. 
(about 400 m iles W. by N. o f  Cape F in is te r re ) . 
Near 45 N. 18 W. (about 390 m iles W.N.W. o f  Cape 
F in is te rre ) KEARNEY depth charged a submerged 
U-Boat at 1048 and g o t ’ evidence o f  damage; and 
at 1910 a ir c r a ft  (from CO-E) "mined a submerged 
U-Boat e f fe c t iv e ly " .

4 . During yesterday and today 3 time bombs 
exploded in the cargo o f  STANHOPE and one in the 
cargo o f  EMPIRE HEYWOOD though without damaging 
e ith er  ship. Both ships joined convoy M .K.S.34. 
from G ib ra ltar, ( c . f .  Med. 31st Dec.)

M editerranean.
5(a) 33. LARGS BAY (14,182 tons) (Combined 
Operation Ship) was damaged by a mine in the 
Approaches to  Naples to-day . The ship was 
brought into harbour and beached.
(b) A irc ra ft  bombed C iv itavecch ia  harbour la st 
n igh t.

A .H .1 6 / . .
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A.H.16.

U/B off 
Persian 
Gulf.

Landing 
at Saidor.

21
2.1.1944. 
Sunday._

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean - Contd.
6. An Italian Escort Group is escorting Convoy 
A.H.16 which sailed to-day from Augusta for 
Taranto.

East Indies.
7. SS. ALBERT GALLATIN was torpedoed and sunk 
21.21 N. 59.58 E. at 0452Z to-day. The tanker 
BRITANNIA rescued the survivors.

Australia and New Zealand.
8. Following a preliminary bombardment by 
destroyers a moderate force of U.S. Army troops 
lanced shortly after dawn to-day on three beaches 
near Saidor on the North coast of New Guinea 
without opposition.
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HOME COMMANDS.

22
2.1.1944.
Sunday.

Policy.
A.M. 011311A January an d 221545A December para. 2. 
Dates of arrival as follows- COTILLION already at 
the Azores. BLAoftFLY - 13/1. CAPE PALLISER and 
KINGSTON AMBER - 17/1. MAZURKA and V1CTRIX in 
accordance with para. 2 of My 261315A December.
It is regretted that CAPE PALLISER and KINGSTON 

AMBER cannot arrive before 17/1 but their date for completion of 
necessary reoairs has already been advanced two days.
(C. in C. W.A. 021153Z to Admty.)

Trawlers
for
Azores.

Destroyers Following is a repetition of my 011922 begins, 
in Nore The shortage of destroyers in this Command,
Command. referred to in my 241611 and 071044 both of

December, is further aggravated by the collision 
between VIVACIOUS and KEPPEL.
(2) Request consideration may be given to 

providing rc-inforcements until repairs to come of those damaged 
are completed.(3) VIVACIOUS can proceed to a refitting port as soon as one can 
be allocated. Ends.
(0. in C. Nore, 022143A to Admty.)

Movements.
TANTIVY. TANTIVY leaving vicinity Bishop Rock at 0100/7th

to 049 degs. 50’ N. 009 degs. W. diving by day, 
thence by route Brown to cross 043 N. at 2330A/1C 
thence as ordered by F.O.G.M.A* Daily Advance 
170 miles.(Capt. (S) 5, 021010A to F.O.G.M.A.)

Reauest you sail TANTIVY with escort on completion of exercises 
on 6th for Gibraltar so as to arrive in position (ZZ) 180 degs. 
Bishop 10 miles at 0l00/7th.(2) From this position TANTIVY proceed unescorted as in my
021010A. , .(Capt.(3) 5, 021008A to C. in 0. Plymouth)

INDEFATIG
ABLE .

Sailed INDEFATIGABLE in accordance with my 
301614/December.
(F.O.I.C.Greenock, 021146A to C. in C. H.F.)

Group A* From position X to give wider berth to suspected 
U-Boat area, pass through new Z 4500 N. 24.30 W. 
and rejoin route ordered at position Y. 
(D.O.D.(H), 021232A to B.S.l)

DUKE OF 
YORK.

My 011303 Para. 1 for 2130A/4 read 0030A/6.
For 0930A/5 read 1300A/6. Para. 3 for p.m. 
22nd Jan read p.m. 24th Jan.
(3) c.  in C. H.F. |has no barge and DUKE OF YORK 
has no boat. Request facilities may be provid 
while at the buoy.(C. in C. H.F. 021244A to DUKE OF YORK, Admty. 
C. in C. Rosyth.)

ed

S/M /• • .
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home commands .
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Sunday.

Movements. -  Gontd.

SA^* P os ition s  o f S /M 's at 0800/3 and movements f o r
Movements. fo llow in g  24 hours.

(P .0 .3 .021734, 022302.)

BELFAST. Intend BELFAST sh a ll arrive at Rosyth on 7th
January to  g ive leave. She is  to  be ready to 
s a i l  p.m. 24th January.
(C. in 0. H.F. 022002 to  BELFAST.)

O perations.

Operation Have attacked U-Boat with depth-charge 45.22 N.
"S ton ew all". 19.38 W. believed  on su rface .

(A/C. S.H.9 020045A to  A/C Duty C .)
Am over enemy S / T in p os ition  (indecipherable) 
(p os it ion  uncertain) Enemy S/U previously  reported 

was on su rfa ce . When f i r s t  sighted was on course 300 degs. 
speed 16 knots.
(A/C Duty L, 020143A to 19 Group)

Lost touch with U-Boat la s t  seen in 044 degs. N. 35' 07 W«
30 *

(a/G Duty L, 020235A to  19 Group)
Am over enemy S/M. p os it ion  45.00 N. 08.08 W.
(A/C Duty A. 020250 to 19 Group)
Over 1 enemy S/M in 45.31 N. 0 7 .3(£> W. Enemy was on surface 

when f i r s t  s ighted , on course 250 degs. estimated speed 10 knots. 
U-Boat has dived p osition  45.31 N. 07.30 W*A•
(A/C Duty A, 020330A to 19 Group)
Am over S/M in 44.34 N. 07.35 W. Enemy was on su rface , 

course 050 degs. speed 6 knots.
(A/C Duty L, 020542 to  19 Group)
Arrived- MAURITIUS.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 021201A to  Admty.)
From 047 degs. 40' N. 015 degs. 01 ’ W. proceed through (PA) 

180 degs. Bishop 12 m iles and thence Plymouth keeping West o f 
Lizard Head during dark hours. 0. in C. W.A. 012208A r e fe r s .

(G. in C. Plymouth, 021519a to  PRINCE ROBERT)
A.M. 012200. (2) A.M. 23234G, 241108 and 280108 December

are can ce lled .
(3) C. in C. Plymouth is  requested to  s a i l  MAURITIUS to  G ibra ltar 
as soon as ready. A.M. 011934 and 0. in G. Med. 012102 r e fe r . 

(A .C .N .S .(H ), 021500A to  C. in C. Med., 0 . in C. Plymouth) 
Your 020231. MAURITIUS w ill  be ready to  s a i l  1200A/9th.
(C. in 0. Plymouth, 021522A to  Admty.)
Am over enemy submarine in 46.46 N. 39 ( s i c )  27 W.
(A/C Duty G. 022140 to  19 Group)
U-Boat p rev iously  reported was on surface and seen to 

submerge 46 degs. 46 ' N. 09 degs. 27’ W. course 090 degs. speedlO 
No attack . Member crew wounded (?R/B immediately).

(A/C Duty G. 022150A to 19 Group)

S/M / . . .
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s As.Patrols.

59’ N. 001 degs. 25' W. then by route Grey to patrol line EE. 
(S.O. S/ta. Lerwick, 020945a to S/M's)

Proceed unescorted and on the surface at G.O's discretion 
till 062 degs. N. then diving by day STRATAGEM left Lerwick 
1450A/2nd through 090 degs. Muckle Plugga 5 then by route Black 
to 065 degs. N. thence direct to patrol line H.H.

(S.O.SA* Lerwick, 021455A to S/fo's)
Positions of submarines at 0800/3rd January and movements 

for the following 24 hours. (a ) SYRTIS, SEANYMPH, SCEPTRE, 
SEAOOG, SPITEFUL, as in my 301722.
(B) ULA arriving Lerwick frcm N.E.
(C) TAKU 63 degs. 26’ N. 00 degs. 15' E. dived by day probably 
on surface at night to patrol vicinity 64 degs. 19' N. 00 degs. 
58* E« E.T.A* 2159/3rd.(13) UNSWERVING 62 degs. 01* N. 00 degs. 11* E. dived by day 
probably on surface at night through 63 degs. 18' N. 01 degs. 
51* E* to patrol vicinity 63 degs. 28' N. 018 degs. 08* E- 
E.T.A. 0401/4th.
(E) STRATAGEM 63 degs. 01' N. 01 degs. 28’ E. diving by day 
probably on surface at night to 64 degs. 59' N. 04 degs. 01' E 
thence to patrol vicinity 65 degs. 19' N- 01 degs. 15' E. daily 
advance 175 miles.

(F.O.S. 021734 to Adraty.)

Operation Faeroes arrival HOUND, HYDRA.
tt.V. (N.O. I. C.Faeroes, 020258A to C. in C. H.F.)

Kola Inlet arrivals, SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR, HALCYON 
from Local escort.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 020329A to Admty.)

S.B.N.O. Murmansk's 281235A. We intend to take subject to 
prevailing ice conditions maximum number of ships to White Sea 
frcm Barrier(?) but must reckon on Economia being inaccessible 
by end of January. After this period probably only possible 
to take 5 dry-cargo ships plus tankers from each section to 
Molotov ok.(2) By the time J.W. 56A arrives expect to have all present 
vessels in White Sea discharged and majority sailed to catch 
R.A.56A-(3) In view of present congestion at Murmansk, it might by 
advisable to meet their request to postpone sailing of J.W.56 
for 7 days if at all possible in order to help overtake present 
hold up.
(5) Admiralty's 010050 also refers.
(Watson and Millar, 021045A to Admty.)Your 311459. Regret that as it appears probable that 
U-Boat threat to Russian Convoys will increase and as no air 
cover is possible in winter I am unable to reduce the size of the 
Anti-submarine Escort.

(C. in C.H.F. 021712A to G. in C. W.A.)
Your 012143 (re J.W.56A and J.W.56B).

No suitable escorts are available in any Commands other than 
'Western Approaches.

(A.C.N.S.(H), 021935A to C. in C. H.F.)

V.P./..•
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HOME COMMANDS.
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V.P.
Operation.

Qperations. - Contd.
Sailed 1030A today (my 161649a Dec.) M.T.Bs 
683, 665, 666, 623, 653.
(2) Yes.
(A.C.O.S. 021106 to Admty.)
Cancel following preparatory signals if held by 
you. Details.
(A.C.O.S. 021316A to Admty.)

(l) Orders for night 2nd/3rd January.
(A) 3 M.G.B’s from Newhaven anti E-Boat patrol 
10 miles south of convoy route between eastern 
limit of command and longitude of S.A.5 from 
0001A to 0730A abreast of C.W.236, from 1900A 
to 2230A off C 2 A.

(B) STSVENSTONE, M.L.291 short notice St.Helens.
(C) 2 S.G.B's from Portland anti E-Boat patrol to southward of 
W.P.455 until arrival. Then on 50 degs. 25’ N. between 01 degs. 
00' w. 01 degs. 30' W. until 0700A.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 021210A)

M.L.143 and 139 at Bullock Bank.
M.T.Bs 221, 229 and 205 E.T.D. 1800 and M.G.B.s 40, 43 and 41 
E.T.D. Ramsgate 1715. At No.7 Buoy. E.T.R. 0815/3 and 
0845/3 respectively.

(V.A. Dover, 021513a )

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

Exercises.
Exercise My 312225A para. 1.
"Duck". Covering Forces. (1) Owing to weather condition

coastal forces will not operate tonight 2/3 Jan. 
(2) (A) Force 114 is to leave Plymouth Passing 
Gate at 2000A/2 and proceed at 20 knots through 

180 Start 4 to patrol on line 7.5 miles 055 degs. and 235 degs. 
from 49 degs. 54' N. 3 degs. 35’ W. at 0230A/3. Force 114 is
to proceed to patrol on line 7.5 miles 055 degs. and 235 degs.
from 50 degs. 02' N . 3 degs. 15’ W.
(B) Leave patrol at 0800A/3 and proceed to Plymouth.
(C) Object to cover L.S.T. and L.C.I. group against torpedo 
boats based at Cherbourg.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 021558A to BLSASDALE, LA GQMBATTANTE,
vVEi. 3 LE YjJ A LE )

U-Boat
reportec.

U-Boats.
Have obtained R.D.F. contact bearing 215 degs. 
distance 1 mile, probable 1 S/M, position 
54.04 N. 04.03 W.
(VINDEX, 020022a to Devonport W/T.)

Casualties and defects.
TRILBY. (A) Barge TRILBY. (B) British.

(C) 1600/1st. (E) Cast on Buxey Sands to save 
from foundering owing to leak, not owing to enemy 
action. (G) 2 Survivors. Names.
(N.0.1.0. Brightlingsea, 022240 to Admty.)
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S . L . 1 4 3 / 
M .K .S .34 . 
Time-bombs 
in c a r g o .

26
2 .1 .1 9 4 4 .
Sunday.

HOME COMMANDS.

S h ip p in g a nd C onvoys.

A/C did  not c l o s e  w ith in  3000 yards o f  c lo s e  
e s c o r t  and at 0315Z/2nd showed two red l i g h t s  and 
then burned a s e a r c h l ig h t .  No e x p lo s io n s  
n o t i c e d .  Your 021251 r e f e r s .
(2 )  STANHOPE has had a th ir d  t in e  bomb.
(4 ) My P .9 .S .  at 2000Z, 052 degs. 3 6 ’ N. 018 degs. 
4 4 ’ W. 064 degs. 8 .
(B .3 ,  021915Z t o  C. in C« W*A.)

*



MOST SECRET.

V/ar D iary .
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2 .1 .1 9 4 4 .  
Sunaa.v.___

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North A t l a n t i c .

U/B r e p o r t .  Have o b ta in e d  A .S .V . c o n t a c t  36.50 N. 8 .2 0  Y/. 
p roba b ly  a S/M.
(Duty C 020206 to  R .A .F .G ib . )

Gib. G.R. W.X. 1379. A . l  44 2nd-
Opsum. 1 s t .  A .3 .R .  1 L ib . Q 511 10 and a h a l f  hours

sea rch  f o r  m iss in g  Dakota F .D . 903 ga le  d i t c h e d  
15 m iles  180° 0 T ra fa lg a r  1215 A crew 5 a l l  r e s 
cued from  dinghy by ANTHONY at (?1345 or 1305)
A and brought Gib.
(G ib . 020400A .)

NORDEFLINGE. Re damage done to  frame paravane o f  NORDEFLINGE
by Spanish tra w le r  on 21 st  Nov. at Huelva* 
(M.Y/.T.R* Gib. 021000 t o  Shipminder L ondon .)

Y/AR SPITE. A n t ic ip a te  Y/AR3PITE maximum speed 14 knots w ith
endurance to  c r o s s  A t l a n t i c .
2* Intend to in clu d e  in  G .U .S .27  s u b je c t  to  s a t i s 
f a c t o r y  com p le t ion  o f  t r i a l s  when d e t a i l e d ,  en
durance f i g u r e s  w i l l  be s ig n a l l e d .
(F.O.G-M.A. 021141A to  C* in  C.Med. (R) Admty. 
Cominch, B .A .m.R . C .M .S.F . B.A.D. Comnavnaw.)

COTILLION. COTILLION ana CAPE COR'dORIN a r r iv e d  Ponta Delgada
a.m. tod a y . Survey arranged with Portuguese 
A u th o r ity .  Report fo l lo w s *
(N .C .S . 0 . Ponta Delgada 021145 to  B .N.S.O. A z o re s ,  
(R) Admty. S .O . I .  Gib. N .A .L isb o n , B .S .N .O . F aya l. ) 

F o llow in g  is  a r e p e t i t i o n  o f  my 311735 to  N .C .3 . 0 . Ponta Delgada 
(b e g in s ) :  "My 311512 s h ip  now re p o r ts  p o s i t i o n  258° Ponta
Delgada 12 m iles  d r i f t i n g  w est . Tug shou ld  be sent to  her a s s i s 
tance fo r th w ith  w ith  D o c to r ,  en d s" .
N .C .S .O .P on ta  Delgada 311915 r e f e r s .

( 3 .B .N .0 . A zores 021153Z to  Admty.)
CAPE CORMORIN l e f t  Ponta Delgada 1735 G.M.T. f o r  T e r c e i r a . •

2» COTILLION estim a tes  temporary r e p a ir s  w i l l  take 14 days en
a b l in g  s h ip  t o  make 6 k n ots .  Maximum s a fe  steam pressu re  would 
be about 120 pounds. I n s t r u c t io n s  are re q u ested  whether t o  p ro 
ceed  w ith  temporary r e p a ir s  o r  can tow be arranged to B r i t i s h  
C o n tr o l le d  p o r t  f o r  permanent r e p a ir s .

(N .C .S .O .P on ta  Delgada 021749C to  B .3 -N .O .A z o re s , (R) Admty.
3 . 0 . 1 .  G ib . N.A. L is b o n . )

CHANTICLEER. A.M. 151405A*Dec• CHANTICLEER has been ta^en over 
from  31 st  Dec. as base sh ip  Horta and re-named 

' LUSITANIA.
( 3 . B.N. 0 . Azores 021146Z to Admty. (R) F.O.G.M .A.
N.0• I • C• Ho«rta, ORLANDO, C» in  C .d . / v. C* in  e.Med. 
3 . N .3 . 0 . G re e n o ck .)
* re A pprova l f o r  CHANTICLEER to be h e ld  as base 
sh ip  H o r ta ,

k

/& .M .3 .3 6 . . .



MOST SECRET.

War Jiary.

K. M. 3. 3 6 j 
M .K . 3 . 3 5 /  
3 • L. 144 •

LUGULUS.

ST. ALBANS.

Italian 
merchant 
ships in 
Spanish 
ports •

AL3Una..

0 • o • 62 •

Route to U.K. 
for L.G.I.
487 - 492 
in U«G«3.28*

23
2.1.1944. 
Sunday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Gontd.

As K.M.3. 36 does not pass Buropa until 0900A/3rd 
Jan. intend diverting 3.L.144 into Gib. and sailing 
M.K.S. 35/3.L. 144 p.rn. 5th Jan. in order to rest 
escorts and to complete essential defects* Gib. 
Escort Force not available to relieve 40th E.G. 
(F.O.G.M.A. 021209A to Admty. G* in C.Med. C. in 
G • W • A « )

My 011701.* Obstruction now cleared away but im
possible for LUCULUS leave harbour today owing to 
weather conditions, light ship and absence of tug 
with dangerous lee shore. Will report whan 
weather moderates.
(N.C•3.0 .Ponta Delgaaa 021217 to B.J.N.O.Azores, 
(R) Adrnty. 3.0.1* Gib.)
* Impossible to sail LUGULU3 owing to fouler 
propeller.

Arrived Horta 0210340.
(3.B.N.O.Azores 021349Z to F.O.C.Gib.)

If policy dictates that Italian Merchant Ships must 
be brought out of Spanish Ports, request consider
ation be given for them to* be towed direct to 
Italian ports.
2* All these ships seem likely to arrive at Gib. 
in a damaged condition, and therefore become severe 
liability in an already congested anchorage par
ticularly during winter gales.
(F.O.G.M.A. 021601A to C. in C.Med. (R) Admty- 
F.O.T.A.L.I.)

Sailed for Marseilles 1320/2 by standard route. 
Not to be molested on thi3 voyage. (.Description.) 
(F.O.G.M.A. 021629A to 10th S/j F. PROTEE (F.3.) 
ARETHUSE (F.S.) Capt. 3.10.)

MALCOLM refuelled and departed 1800A to rejoin 
0*3.62. May need to refuel at Dakar.
(C.M.S.F. 021837A.)

G*R. No. 57* Request re^ly my 011140. Refer to 
this as 021443 from C.T.F. 61 action Admiralty. 
(Comnaveu 021852 to Admty.)

/IRISH..
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FOR --.ION 3 TAJ IONS.

North A t la n t ic  - Conta.

IRISH CEDAR. Your 011305. No news but b e lie v e  BOTHNIA which
a rr iv ed  Ponta Delgada 27th Dec. may have been mis
taken fo r  sh ip in  question as Master was challenge* 
by a i r c r a f t  in  p o s it io n  in d ica ted  to  whom he gave 
E .T.A . Ponta Delgada a. m. 27th Dec.
(N .C .S .O .Ponta Delgada 021926 to  Admty. (R) 3 .0 .1 . 
G ib ., B .3 .N .O .A zo res .)

2 Lei^h  l ig h t  W e llin g ton s w i l l  be opera ting  in 
area 044° (?20 ’ ) N. to  045° 40* N. and 018° W. to 
021° W- from 02302/3rd to 0520Z/3rd.
( 3 .B.N.O.Azores 021940Z to  T .G .2 1 .1 5 .)

My 011201A s a ile d .
(C .M .3.F. 021943A to F.O.G.M.A. )

A rr iv ed  from U.G.3.27. 
(C .M .3.F. 022315A.)

South A t la n t ic .

Report your p o s it io n  at 2100/1 th is  is  u rgen t. 
(F .O .C .W .A f. 020231Z to FORT WELLINGTON, (R)
Admty. )
Your 012358 (N .T . in V / .R .) p lo tted  p o s it io n  o f 
FORT WELLINGTON at 2100/1 008° 10' S. 023° 45 ’ W.

At 2115/1 FORT "WELLINGTON reso rted  not in te rro ga ted  by A/C p.m. 1st 
(N .O .I.C . W .Af. 020233 to Com. 4th F le e t ,  (R ) B .N .L.O .As
cension . )

T.G.21. 15 
in f  ortnation.

JEANNE D 'hRC.

T.F .66 .

FORT
WELLINGTON.

BIRDLIP. My 311854 Dec* Ship s a i le d .  E .T .A . Simonstown
051400Z.
(N .L .O .East London 020656Z to Admty. Com. i/c 
Durban, N .L .0 .Capetown, C. in  C .3 .A . (R ) Cmdre.
Sup. Simonstown, N .L .O .Port E liz a b e th . )
W .R.Note; Intend s a i l in g  BIRDLIP Jan. 1 s t. Can
c e l le d  by 011947. N .O .I.C . E.London. Generator 
depots*

HIGHLAND Detached from  convoy R .3 .13  at 2000Z/31st Dec. in
MONARCH. 11.53 N. 17.45 W. routed thence through A. Equator

21 W. B. 20 S. 27 W. C* 31 8. 40 W. D. 35 S.53W.to 
Montevideo. E .T .A . 12th Jan.
(Dakar 020909Z to Admty.)

/R .8 .1 3 ..•
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R .3 .13 .

South A t la n t i c  -  Conta.

A r r i v a l s  1811/lst Jan. WOLVERINE, DOUGLAS, 
GARLAND w ith  R .3 .13 .
( 3 . 0 . I .  Freetown 021115Z.)

S. L. 14 5. My 011841Z. Add SANDWICH.
( 3 . 0 . I .  Freetown 021118Z to Adm ty.)

PORTSDOWN, 
ALSACE.

L e f t  P o r t  G e n t i l  1800A second f o r  P o in te  N o ir e ,  
w ith  ALSACE in  company. New Break in  ca b le  EVT.A. 
P o in te  N o ire  0700A/4th speed 10 knots.
(PORTSDOWN 021840A to F .O .C .W .A f . )

EMILE BERLIN• A r r iv e d  1735Z Eiv.ILE BERT IN •
Corncarib's 271955 Dec. r e fe r s *
(Comar Dakar 021852Z to  Comcarib, F .O .C .W .A f. 
H .U .U .S .L .O .M art in iqu e , Admty. Cominch, Radio 
Y/ashington. )

Sh ipp ing
turn-round.

The need to e x p e d ite  sh ipp in g  turn-round g e n e r a l ly  
is  such th a t  s a i l in g s  should not be suspended f o r  
lo n g e r  than is  a b s o lu te ly  n ecessa ry  and j u s t i f i e s  
acceptance o f  some rsks. Your 311220 Dec. r e f e r s .  
(A .C .N .S . (F )  021941A to  C. in  C .3 .A . )
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Med i te rrane an.

SIBYL. Proceed to patrol close off North Coast Rhodes
between Cape Kopria and Rhodes Northern minefield. 
2* 1 cargo ship, 2 destroyers and 1 M.T.B. be
lieved sheltering at Alymnia probable destination 
Rhodes.
(Capt. S.l 020137B to SIBYL, (R) TORBAY, F.O.E.M.)

MALINE3. Your 122023 Nov. (N.T. in W.D.)
iviy 271833. Unless required to proceed to U.K. 
for repairs. Permanent use can be made of MALINE3 
for thi3 service.

2* In any case request MALINE3 may be retained until March or 
j*pril 1944.
(F.O.L.E.M. 021158B to Admty. Info. C* in C.Med. 3.N.O.R.3.C.A. 
SAUNDERS, D. of 3.T., R..-*. Alexandria, ivi.W.T. M.E.)

UNSEEN. Intend sailing p.51 (UNSEEN) at 1100/4th to uib.
for onward routeing to U.K* for refit. Routed 
Q.B.B. 301 041° 28' 008° 35* at 1800/4th thence 
diving by day to 037° 23’ (?000°) (?00*) at 
0600/8th thence as ordered by P.O.C. Sib. 3.0.A. 
120 miles every 24 hours.
(Capt. 3.10 021544 to C. in C.Med. F.O.C.Gib.
(R) 10th S/M F. V.a .Malta, Capt. 3.1, F.0.3. 
CASABLANCA, F.3. 3-0.(3) Gib. Cdre. Algiers.)

Joint Army 2nd. 24 hours to 1000/2nd. All time3 G.M.T. 5.
R.A.F* Intel. Gaf. activity. Night 31st Dec./l3t Jan. At least 
Appreciation. 12 Ju.88s from Athens and Crete bases attacked

Augusta and Catania Harbours using Albanian air
fields as advance landing grounds.
6. Conclusions. Strongest indications long ex

pected merchant vessel convoy from Piraeus which arrived Dode
canese 1st Jan. was intended make direct passage Rhodes but di
verted owing weather possibly to Leros* Further attempts run 
similar merchant vessel convoy3 Rhodes may however now be ex
pected in addition Leros - Rhodes - Leros small craft shuttle 
service. Successful operations both type3 service would enable 
enemy step up considerably intake reinforcements and supplies 
and evacuation useless Italian mouths. Further confirmation u3e 
landing craft flotilla based Leros for inter-island transport 
supplies and military stores. 3upply convoy for Crete still con
sidered imminent. Appreciation KasteLross unchanged.
(C. in C.M.E. 021725B, No T.0.0. 3.1.44.)

/PROTEE.••
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2.1.19<±4.
Sunday.

Medi te rrane a n - Contd.
PROTEE. Your escort will be Ê r IL3 A Y .

2, 3. Information of ships in area. 
(N.O.I.C. Algiers 021826A to PROTEE.)

SICKLE My 171819 Dec. SICKLE (P.224) returned from patro]
patrol report, having fired salvo of four non contact torpedoes a 

Fox Lighter and Caiques. Surface attack range 
1,000 yards depth setting eight feet minimum 
firing interval 18 seconds. Second torpedo ex

ploded after 17 seconds. Remainder missed. Sea calm. From 
interval between firing and explosion consider premature due to 
torpedo breaking surface. Intend SPORTSMAN (P.229) takes these 
pistols on next patrol using 500 yards safety range.
(S.l 0 e 1356 to Admty. (R) F. A. L.E‘..... VERNON W. F.0.3. S.T.E.D.)

ARSTHUSE. After 0800/3rd maintain patrol in zone 3U. and 3VY.
(Capt. 3.10 021930 to ARETHU3E, (R) 10th 3/M F. 
CASa BIANCa , C. in C.Mea. N.O.I.C. Algiers.)

M.E.Balkan 2 Jan. One. Int. Yugoslavia* Enemy shipping 
Sitrep No. 47. cones, reported on 29 Dec. Sibenik W.U. 55 Split 

W.U. 93 Omis X.Q. 13 Makarska W • Q. 41.
Three. Yugoslavia. Brit. L.O. reports:
Dalmatia. 30 Dec. Solta Island and Supetar W.Q.

02 on Brae Island were shelled by enemy without causing casual
ties.

(C. in C.M.E. 021955B.)

Med. 3itua- 1. During night 29th/30th Dec. TYRIAN and TEAZER 
tion report patrolled between San Benedetto and Ancona and 
No* 262* Y/HADDON ana LAUDERDALE between Kotor and Dubrovnik.

Nothing sighted but latter 2 destroyers shelled 
searchlight positions on Lokrum Island.
2. 33. LARGS BAY damaged by mine in Bay of Naples 

a.m. 2nd.. Vessel now beached in harbour and reported in no 
danger.
(C- in C.Med. 022142A.)



MOST SECRET.

2 3
2 .1 .1 9 4 4 .

War- D i a r y . Sunday. ____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

U/B
D i s p o s i t i o n s .

East I n d i e s .

(C. in C. E.F. 020345Z)

A .P /P .A .
Convoys

To meet p resent  U-Boat th re a t  on South Coast o f  
Arabia  A .P .  and p .A .  convoys are  be ing  re - inst i tu tec

r e - i n s t i t u t i o n s . o n  Jan. 5th.  Ships  f o r  i n c l u s i o n  in these

B . A . 58.

convoys are being  h e ld  from .Jan .  1 s t .
(C. in C. E.P. 020506Z t o  Adraty. (R) B.A.D.
C* in C* Med. ,  F.O.C- Red Sea (S u ez ) ,  C. in C.
S.A. , (Simonstown) , F.O. E .A . ,  F .O.E.Med.)

%

A rr iv e d  B . A . 58 e s c o r t e d  by PLYM.
(N.C.S.O .Aden,  020555Z t o  Admty.)

%

CHITRAL. Arrangements f o r  s a i l i n g  Colombo p.m. 2nd f o r
U.S.A. v i a  Aden and Med.
(C. in C. E.F. 020645Z t o  Cdre. i / c  Aden. (R)
F.O. Western Med.,  F .O .G .M .A . , F .O .E .M .,  V .A .M alta  
S.N.O. Red Sea,  C .A . ,  C. in  C. Med. Admty.
C. in C. E.F. ( S . E . A . C . ) )

8 .E .A .  A i r  
R eport .

P art  4 A .C .40  2 Jan.
14 U .S .A .A .F .  30 Dec. 6 U.S. M i t c h e l l s  (B .25)  
sh ipp ing  Yangzte R iv e r  (Nanking)?  area .
2 A/C returned  with bombs. 4 A/C dropped 24 x 
500 lb  TN8T. 4 M/Vs sunk in c lu d in g  one t r o o p  
t r a n s p o r t .  2 Gunboats damaged, 1 U.S. M i t c h e l l  
c ra sh e d •
(S .E .A .A .C .  020913Z, 022200Z)

M.B. 60. S a i l i n g  te legram . (2 )  1030Z/2nd.
(6 )  WILLEM VAN DER ZAAN, ORISSA, POONA. 
(N .C .S .O .  Colombo, 021030Z t o  Admty.)

Movements,
Aden.

A r r i v a l s  PLYM, RAMILLIES, NORMAN, RACEHORSE and 
REDOUBT in company.
(C^m. Aden, 021612Z)

ROBf-RT. T. H0KE
SS. H.S.HOKS. Pass t o  N .C .S .O .  Aden. S t i l l  towing sh ip  46 

f e e t  by s te rn  r e q u i r e  a s s i s t a n c e  16 .20 N. 53 .40  E- 
p le a se  r e p l y  at  once .  Master .
(EMPIRE BOMBADIER, 021645Z t o  Colombo W/T. )

R oute ing . Your 010502. A.M. 291820 Dec a p p l i e s  t o  a l l  
B r i t i s h  c o n t r o l l e d  sh ips  s a i l i n g  from India  
bound f o r  West Coast o f  North and South America. 
(D.T.D. 021940A t o  C. in C. E .F . )

Eastern / . . .
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East Indies - Contd.
Eastern 
Plest, 
revised 
composit ion.

The following revised composition of the Eastern 
Fleet has been approved. The necessary movement 
signals will be made by Admiralty. Estimated 
dates of arrival on the station in 1944 are 
given for reinforcements.
( S Capital Ships RENOWN End Jan.

QUEEN ELIZABETH " t t

VALIANT t f t t

Fleet Carriers ILLUSTRIOUS t t t t

VICTORIOUS End March
Cruisers CUMBERLAND End ?eb .

GAMBIA t t t t

PHOEBE t t » t

SPARTAN t t t t

LONDON End March
SUFFOLK t t t t

• CEYLON t t t t

KENYA t t t t

NEWCASTLE t t t t

HAWKINS t t t t

FROBISHER t t t t

EMERALD t t t t

DANAE t t i t

D.S.TROMP t t t t

Fleet Destroyers 24,As in A.M, 
A/S Escort Vessels'
Sloops 10

Frigates 18

KISTNA
CAUVERY
GODAVARI
HINDUSTAN
JUMNA
NARBADA
SUTLEJ
FALMOUTH
SHOREHAM
FLAMINGO
PARKED
AVON
LOSSIE
FINDHORN
ROTHER
SPEY
WEAR

302331/Dec.
End Jan.

t t  t »

Uncertain.

End Jan.
Mid Feb. 
Early March.

Cutters

NADDER End Mar<
TAFF t t I t

JED End Apr
BANN t t t t

DERG t t t t

HELFORD t t i t

KALE t t t t

PLYM t t t t

TAY i t t t

TSVIOT t t t t

TRENT t t t t

FISHGUARD End Jan
BANFF t t t t

LANDGUARD t t t t

LULYvORTH i t t t

SENNEN t t t t

Corvettes / •  •  •
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Eastern 
Fleet, 
revised 
composition 
(Contd.-)

East Indies. 
Corvettes 21

Minesweepers 16 
As A/S Vessels. 
Total A/S Escort 
Vessels. 70
Minesweepers 
for M/S Duty 11 
Submarines up to 
end of march 
1944 17

MONKSHOOD End Jan.
SNOWFLAKE t t t f

BURNET End Feb.
MEADOWSWEET ! f f t

VIOLET t f f f

WILLOWHERB I f f t

BUGLOSS Mid March
d i t t a n y
SMI LAX
ASTER
JASMINE
NIGELLA
ROCKROSE

Uncertain
f f

f f

f f

f f

t f

THYME 
TULIP 
FREES IA 
FRITILLARY 
BETONY 
HONESTY LINARIA 
ROSEBAY

TRUCULENT Mid Jan.
STONEHENGE 1 1 1 1

SURF End Jan.
TANTIVY Mid Feb.
SEA ROVER t f t f

SEVERN t l t f

STOIC February.
STORM t f

TANTALUS End March
STRATAGEM April
CLYDE f t

TEMPLAR f t

TACTICIAN t f

TALLY-HO t f

TAURUS t f

TRESPASSER t f

ROVER t f

MAIDSTONE Mid J an •
UNICORN End Jan.
ADAMANT t f t f

WOOLWICH t f t t

RESOURCE t f t t

Repair and Depot 
Ships 5

3^ SUSSEX will return to U.K. for modernisation about April. 
f4) Further signal will be made concerning escort carriers.
5) Corvettes lent from South Atlantic, GENISTA and VERBENA, wi’l 

return to their station on arrival of the last two corvettes 
names in paragraph 2.
(6) It is regretted that the world wide requirements for A/S 
escort vessels do not permit of implementing the full programme 
proposed in your 2004/E.F. 767/131 of 6th Nov.1943.
(D.O.D.(F) 022240A to C. in C. E.F.(S.E.A.C.) Info: A.
C. in C. Med., C. in C. 3.A., C. in C- H.F., C. in C.

C.N.B. 
W • A . )
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America and '.Vest Indies. "
SHAH. Following is my 011621 to SHAH.

(1) Admiralty have directed that you embark 851 
Squadron of 12 Avengers at San Francisco and 
join the Eastern Fleet as A/S Carrier on 

conclusion of your ferry trip.
(2) Fighter A/C will be made available on arrival in Eastern 
Theatre.
(3) No torpedoes will be embarked in U.S.A.
^B.A.D. 020103Z to Admty. C. in C. E.F. , R.A.N.A.3.I.C.)

Sub.attack 
and
S ight ing 
Summary.

Refer to this as 012030 from Cominch to Admty.
A. 312124Z Subs, attacked by U.S.3. GREENE and 
KSA .NY vicinity 44.50 N. 20.10 W.
B. 011625Z Sub. contact by U.S.S. BARKER and PAUL
JONES 44.44 N. 21.03 W.
D. 311725Z P.B.M. Radar Contact 33.34 N. 74.20 W. 
(Comnaveu, 021103 to Admty.)

Para. B. U.S.S. KEARNY attacked Radar contact 45 N. 18.13 V/. 
012028Z and 012045Z.Para. D. U.S.S. KNAVE attacked sound contact 28.23 N. 79.59 W.
012202Z.
(Cominch, 021959 to Admty.)

YILDUM, Following is recoded version of "Contopulos"
ODYSSEUS 012330Z. Addressed. Admty., N.O.I.C.Sydney G.B.
Collision (Begins) "Bull abandoned and left sinking in
1st Jan. 048 degs. 44’ N. 059 degs. 13' W. in collision

with "Contopulos" colliding with "Bull" in 048 
degs. 44’ 059 degs. 13'. Compelled to get back 
to Comerbrook for temporary repairs "Bull" crew 

all saved 012330 (Ends.) SS. YILDUM is "Bull". S3. ODYSSEUS 
is "Contopulos".
(N.O.I.C.Sydney C.B. 021230Z to Admty.)ODYSSEUS in collision with YILDUM 2l40Z/lst in 48.40 N. 
59.20 W. YILDUM left in sinking condition no casualties.

(N.C.S.O.St. Johns, N.F. 022000Z to C. in C. C.N.A. (R) 
Admty.)
W.D. Note: Different position)

LECHISTAN, Request you will convey to Master of LECHISTAN 
Appreciation, ex 0.NJBL7 on arrival New York an expression of

appreciation for the initiative shown in collect
ing and reporting stragglers. The report was 
highly informative and of great assistance. 
(D'.T.D. 021319a to B.A.D. Info: C. in C. W.A. 
N.S.H.Q., C. in C. C.N.A.)

S/ta (N.S.H.Q. 021430Z, Cominch, 021554Z)
Estimates.

PRINCE DAVID. Arrived Balboa PRINCE DAVID 2330Z/lst.
(Cmdr. Panama Sea Frontier, 021630 to Com. U.S. 
Fleet.)

canso /• • •
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CANSO 
Patrol.

America and West Indies. - Contd.
CANSO patrolling Port Basque approach. 
(C. in C. C.N.A. 021725Z)

STEADFAST. STEADFAST departs Bermuda for Argentia 1230Z/3rd.
S.B.N.O. Western Atlantic 131529 Oct.
(N.O.B. Bermuda, 021853 to N.O.B. Argentia)

ANTIGUA. Sail ANTIGUA when ready about 6th Boston to
Casco Bay for about 7 days (?shake) down.
Upon completion sail to Bermuda for working-up 
via Boston for logistic requirements spares 
books. Advise routeing instructions.
(Cmdr. U.S. Fleet, 021934Z to C.E.S.F.)

Convoy
U.C.8.

7 ships arrived New York 021000Z* U.8.S. PROCYON
put in at Norfolk.
(Connav, 021954)

■PERSIAN. 2100Z/2 sailed PERSIAN to St. Johns N.F.
(2) Request ship be sailed without delay independ
ently to the U.K.
(C. in C. C.N.A. 022103Z to F.O.N.F. (R) N.S.H.Q.)

ST. LAURENT position at 2100Z 046 degs. 39' N. 046 degs. 52*. 
Sweep. Ships in company SWANSEA, GRANDMERE, NIAGARA,

30LEBAY, (?RE3TIG0UCHE), STORMONT detached at 
2004Z proceeding Halifax. Intend sweeping area 
046 degs.30' N. to 047 degs. 40' N. and 045 degs. 

30* W. to 044 degs. 20' W. until 1500Z/3rd.
(ST. LAURENT, 022305Z to F.O.N.F. (R) C. in C. C.N.A., N.S.H.Q.)

Australia and New Zealand,
Digest 
Serial 
No.712 
J an.1st.

(2) Earlier same night (apparently night 31 Dec/
1 Jan.) Navy Catalina damagedcne of 2 Destroyers 
with one quarter ton bombs hit 15 miles North 
Cape Hoskins heading North refer Digest 711 
para. 1. Third vessel unidentified type also 
seen in vicinity.
(19) Night Patrol plane twice attacked Northbound 
outside Wide Bay before Dawn 1st. Very large 
after day-break.So.Wes.Pac. Beaufighters observed 

surfaced submarine Southern entrance Saint Georges Channel. 
(G.H.Q., S.W.P.A. 022210Z)

Jap
oil

Submarine 
slick seen
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions. 
(D.D.I.C. 021339A, 021354A)

Submarines Attacked.

Submarine 
Attack and 
S ighting 
Summary for 
24 hours to 
0900Z/2nd.

reported a U- 
(5) At 0442/2

Para. A. (1) In 44 degs. 45* N. 07 degs. 39’ W. 
at 1835/1 A/CL/58 attacked and estimated hits on 
a surfaced U-Boat co.360 degs.
(2) At 2100/1 A/O.L/172 attacked with D/O's 
a boat co. 100 degs. in 45 degs. 22' IT. 19 degs. 
38’ W.
(3) a /G L/612 reported at 0043/2 a U-Boat co.
300 degs. in 44 degs. 35* N. 07 degs. 30* W.
(4) In 45 degs. 31* N. 07 degs. 30' W. A/C A/58 

Boat co. 250 degs. at 0200/2.
in 44 degs. 34’ N • 07 degs. 35’ W. A/C L/311

reported U-Boat on surface co. 050 degs.
Para. B. (1) A/G reported obtaining A.S.V. contact at 0106/2 in 
36 degs. 50* N. 08 degs. 20* W.
Para. D. (1) A/S trawler NORWICH CITY made SSSS at 0900/1 in 
24 degs. 20' N. 36 degs. 15' E.
(D.D.I.G. 021130Z to Gominch, N.S.H.Q.)
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3 . 1 . 1 9 4 4 .  
Monday.

3 ITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1 .  D u r in g  th e  p a s s a g e  o f  C on voy  R . A . 55-3 WHITEHALL 
a t t a c k e d  a U -E oa t  a t  0906 t o d a y  abou t  90 m i l e s  
s o u t h  o f  B ea r  I s l a n d .

2» 33 -  EMPIRE HOUSi.iAN. w h ich  was t o r p e d o e d  e a r l y  
on  3 1 s t ,  was t o r p e d o e d  a g a in  a t  0 3 0 5 /3  and aban 
d on ed  s h i p  i n  a s i n k i n g  c o n d i t i o n  6 0 .5 0  N» 2 2 . 0 7  
W. ( a b o u t  180 m i l e s  s o u t h  o f  R e y k j a n e s . )  E M  and 
r e s c u e  tu g  EARNER p i c k e d  up 44  s u r v i v o r s  o u t  o f  
a t o t a l  c rew  o f  4 5 .  The s h i p  was ta k e n  i n  tow , 
b u t  sank  on  5 t h  J a n u a ry .

3 . ( a ) .  An a i r c r a f t  a t t a c k e d  a U -B oat  a t  0 0 1 5  
t o d a y  in  4 6 . 3 9  N. 0 9 .4 4  W. and c o n s i d e r e d  i t  
p o s s i b l y  dam aged.

( b )  . A U -B oat  was a t t a c k e d  by a i r c r a f t  L /6 1 2  a t  
2030A  in  4 6 . 1 3  N. 0 6 .  58 W. and a f t e r  b e i n g  d e p t h  
c h a r g e d  i t  s u r f a c e d  a g a in  h a l f  an  h o u r  l a t e r .

( c )  . A t  2205A t o d a y  a i r c r a f t  H .224  a t t a c k e d  a 
U -B oat w i t h  d e p t h  c h a r g e s  i n  4 6 .0 2  N* 0 7 . 3 8  W.

4 .  27  a i r c r a f t  o f  Bomber Command l a i d  m ines l a s t  
n i g h t  o f f  F r i s i a n  I s l e s  and B i s c a y  P o r t s .

5 .  Damage, a t t r i b u t e d  to s a b o t a g e ,  was c a u s e d  t o  
L .C .H .  187  l a s t  n i g h t  in  th e  T e e s .

N o r th  A t l a n t i c .

6 . A U «3 . V .L .R .  S qu a d ron  o f  a i r c r a f t  i s  t o  be 
s e n t  t o  th e  A z o r e s ,  t o  o p e r a t e  u n d e r  B r i t i s h  c o n 
t r o l ,  bu t  th e  f i r s t  6 L i b e r a t o r s  w i l l  n o t  be 
o p e r a t i o n a l  u n t i l  3 l 3 t  J a n u a r y ,a n d  t h e  b a l a n c e  o f  
th e  S q u a d ron  a b o u t  10 d ays  l a t e r .  The C o a s t a l  
Conmand W e l l i n g t o n  d e ta ch m e n t  i s  t o  be r e t a i n e d  
a c c o r d i n g l y .
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WE3ERLAND
sunk.

’•Avalanche'*.

Aegean.

U/B off 
Persian Gulf.
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Mona a.v»

SITUATION REPORT.

3oath Atlantic.
7- The U.3.destroyer SOMERS at 0030 today sank the 
German blockade runner VE3ERIAND, en route from 
Japan to Germany, in the area 14.55 S. 21.39 W. 
(about 550 miles 3.W. of Ascension Island) and 
rescued 10 officers and 124 other personnel.

Mediterrane an.
8. (a). Destroyers carried out A/3 patrol in the 
Central Adriatic last night, but without success. 
Coastal forces operated in the Bra^ Channel 
(43° 25* N. 16° 40* E . ) but sighted nothing.
(b). Aircraft bombed San Benedetto harbour last 
night and the docks at Civitavecchia today. 24 
B.25s attacked Split, effectively hitting the 
dock and making a hit on a medium merchant ship. 
At Korcula Island (40 miles 3*3.E. of Split) U.3. 
Kittyhawlcs damaged 4 schooners.

9. (a). SPORTSMAN from Aegean patrol reports a hit 
with torpedo on a 5000 ton merchant ship in 39.44. 
5 N. 25.16 E. at 1130/23 December, and considers 
the ship was sunk. SPORTSMAN sank a caique off 
Cape Irene on 21 December, and SICKLE sank two 
small caiques between Mykoni and Ni^aria on 26th-
(b). One aircraft out of 4 despatched mined 
Khalki3 harbour last night.

East Indies.
10. RAMILLIES sailed from Aden today for the U.K.

ll̂ g)ibl/V ANTAR, Suez for Aden and Basra, reported 
sighting a submarine at 0240 G.M.T. today in 21*14 
N. 61.07 E.
(b). The tankert BENTON FIELD, Aden for Colombo, 
made a submarine distress message at 0415 today 
from an indecipherable position,apparently off the
coast of Arabia.
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America &. West In d ie ? .

12. A rep ort  was re c e iv e d ,  o s ten s ib ly  from S3. 
LEVI WOODBURY, that she had been torpedoed by a 
submarine at 0714 G.M.T- today in  55.00 N. 57.00 
W. (about 200 m iles north-west o f  Bermuda) and 
that she was abandoning ship. SS. LEVI V.OODBURY 
was, however, l a t e r  reported to have been at New 
York since 17th December, so that the report  o f  
torpedoing cannot r e f e r  to th is  ship.

t

A u s tra l ia  cc New Zealand.

15. F ive  Cata linas attacked Kavieng la s t  n ight and 
6 L ib e ra to rs  attacked shipping a t the port th is 
forenoon: no d e f in i t e  resu lts  are reported .

14- U .3 .P . f .B oa ts  destroyed  four loaded north
bound barges (one at le a s t  w ith  troops ) near 
S io  (Papua) ton igh t : heavy f i r e  was encountered
from the enemy p os it ion s .

i
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HOME COMMANDS.

P o lic y .

Russian S ov ie t Government have now agreed to a llow  a l l
procedure. mail3 f o r  B r it is h  s e rv ic e  personnel in Russia
(M a ils . )  rec e ived  in  mail bags through B r it is h  O f f i c ia l

channels to be imported w ithout censorsh ip.
2- For your in form ation  th is  i3 being done re 
c ip r o c a l ly  w ith  S ov ie t personnel in the U.K. 
(Ad. Anson 031457 to j .B .N .O .N.Ru s s ia . )

D estroyers Your 281410. Intend t ra n s fe r r in g  d es tro yer  to 
fo r  Plymouth Plymouth Command as fo l lo w s .
Command. A. ATHABASKAN, ASHANTI to  s a i l  from Scapa 6th Jan.

B. IROQUOIS, HA IDA and HURON now w ith  R.A.55B 
to s a i l  from Scapa about 10th Jan.
2. As s itu a t io n  in  the Bay has improved since 

your 281410 was made i t  is  fo r  con s id era tion  that the requirements 
o f 8 d es troyers  should now be reduced to 5«
(C. in  C.H.F. 031813A to Admty.)

PIPINOS. PIPIN03 le a v in g  S c i l l y  I s le s  at 0900A/6th Jan by
route "Green" d iv in g  by day, E .T .A . in  043° N. 
0200/ llth , thence as ordered P.O.G.M.A.
(Capt. 3 .3  030949A to F.O .G .M .A.)

3/M Move- P o s it io n s  o f  3/Ms at 0759/4 and movements fo r
ments. fo l lo w in g  24 hours.

(F .O .S . 031709A.)

A .F .D .36. Arrangements f o r  tow ing.
(C* in  C.Nore 032218A to N .O .I.C . Port o f London.) 
(Cdre. Sheerness 041024A.)
(N .C -3 .0 .Thames 041138A.)

Operat ion s .

Operation
"S ton ew a ll" '

Am over enemy submarine in  45.55 N. 07.55 W. 
Submarine was on su rfa ce , course 120°, estim ated 
speed 10 knots.
(A/C Duty F 030006 to  19 Group.)
Am over enemy submarine in 45.55 N. 07.55 W.
(A/C Duty F 030012 to 19 Group.)

Am over erlemy submarine in  46.39 N. 09.44 W« S/M was on surface 
and when f i r s t  s igh ted  was on course 110°, es tim a ted  speed 12 lets. 
(A/C Duty C 030015 to 19 Group.)

My 0012. Have attacked enemy w ith  depth charges. Result 
o f  attache (corru p t g rou p .)

Duty F 030020A to 19 Group.)
attacked U-Boat w ith  depth charge. Estim ate poss ib ly

(A/C 
Have 

damaged.
(A/C
Have
(A/C

)Duty C 030054 to  19 Group 
obtained A .3 .V . contact* 
Duty M 030100 to  19 Group.)

/Your.••
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HQ iviĵ  COmMaNDS.

Operations.

Operation 
"Stonewall". 
(Contd.)

Your 011431. Master and crew should be interro
gated concerning picking up of survivors. Infor
mation is particularly desired of position at 
which men were picked up, names of enemy ships 
sunk and any details of the action.learnt from
survivors•

Result of interrogation should at once be reported to Admiralty 
who will then issue instructions concerning release of ship.

non cot case.
LUNENBERG Master and 18 ratings, including one rating non cot 
case- Position 5218.

(E.G.6 030345Z to Admty.)
Am over enemy submarine in 45.15 N. 18.28 W.
(A/C RDJL 030445Z to S.H. 9.)
Lost touch with U-Boat last seen 45° 15' N. 18° 32' W.
(A/C RDJL 030455Z to 19 Group.)
1 Ju.88 seen 49° 58’ N. 09° 15’ Y/.
(A/C Duty G 030945A to 19 Group. )
Am being attacked by 6 enemy aircraft Ju«88s 46*42 N. 08.58 W
(A/C Duty P 031308 to 19 Group.)
Negative contact* U-Boat has dived in 46° 39' N« 09° 44' V/.
(A/C Duty G 031334A to 19 Group.)
Group has 74 German survivors of whom at least 43 need extra 

clothing.
(EDMUNDSTON 031505Z to Cdre. D.Y/.A.)
A.M. 030140A. Master of motor vessel KERLOGUE states that 

he was directed to vicinity of boats by unidentified aircraft and 
embarked 167 survivors at 1045/29th in 45° 50’ N« long. 11° 40* Y/« 
Three died on voyage remainder of whom six or seven were seriously 
wounded were landed at Cork on Jan. 1st.
German Commander asked for party to be landed in France or Spain 
but was told ship was bound for Dublin prior call at Fishguard not 
being mentioned. German Senior Officer said yes force came from 
Brest. Survivors stated to belong to crews of one destroyer and 
two motor torpedo boats but no names of ships or officers or any 
further details were obtained. Master stated that'he had no 
further conversation with officers or men and only one officer and 
one man were able to speak English. Master did not know until 
hearing Friday nights announcement on wireless that vessels had 
been sunk by British. His reasons for calling at Cork were given 
necessit for food, water and medical attent'on and statement of 
his English Chief Engineer that he had insufficient lubricating 
oil to reach Fishguard. Name of Master Thomas Donohue age 59 of 
Dungarven, ship bound for Dublin with cargo of oranges and Cork. 
Ship ha3 been rummaged but nothing of value discovered so far.

(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 031815A to Admty.)

/Am.••
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Operations.
Operation Arn over enemy submarine in 46.13 N. 06.58 V/« S/M
'•Stonewall" was sighted on surface and observed to submerge.
(Conta.) When first sighted was on course 285° 14 knots.

(A/C Duty L 032030A to 19 Croup.)
Have attacked U-Boat with depth charge* U-Boat 
now on surface.
(A/C Duty L 032100A to 19 Group.)

Am over enemy, one submarine, in 46.02 N- 07.38 Y/. Y/hen first 
sighted was on surface, course 060° 12 knot3.

(A/C Duty H 032205 to 19 Group.)

Operation Inconclusive D/F bearings at 0437Z indicate U-Boat
F.V. possibly in vicinity of convoy R.A.55B.

(D.D.I.C. 030756A to A.I.G.47.)
A.M. 030756A. Six further transmissions between 
0656Z and 0811 indicate several U/Bs. in vicinity 
of R.A.55B.
(D.D.I.C. 051041A to A.I.G.47.)

ULA arrived.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick 030859A to Admty.)
Your 022001. "Crux" postponed. Resume normal 
patrol.
(F.0.3. 051013A to SEANYMPH.)
Positions of submarines 0759/4th and movements for 

following 24 hours.
A. SCEPTRE, 3YRTI3, SPITEFUL, 5EAD0G as in my 301722.
B. TAKU vicinity 54° 21* N. 00° 59’ E.
C. STRATAGEM 65° 09' N. 02° 45' E. diving by day to patrol vicinity 
65° 20’ N. 01° 16' E.
D. UNSWERVING vicinity 63° 29* N. 01° 09' E.
(F.0.3. 031709A to Admty.)

My 031013. At your discretion continue operation "Crux" 
until sunrise oth Jan. when you may expect recall. Nothing is 
known here of any trouble ashore.

(F.0.3. 031727A to 3EANYMPH.)
Negative patrol. My P*C. and S. at 1800, 040° ? (corrupt 

group), 004° 53’ E. 230° 10. Proceeding Lerwick by reverse route. 
(SEADOG 031302A to Capt. 3.9.)

3/M Patrols. 
Operation 
"Crux-"

Operations Operations "Hardtack" and "Manacle" abandoned for 
"Hardtack" this dark period.
and "Manacle" (V.A.Dover 031103A to Admty. C.C.O. A.N.C.X.F.)

Coastal (C* in C.Plymouth 0311Q3A ana 031154.)
Force (C- in C*Portsmouth 031314A.)
Patrols•

/M/Vs. ..
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M/Vs
■ a t ta c k e d  by 
ULA. De
f e c t i v e  
t o r p e d o e s •

HOME COMMANDS *

O p e ra t io n s  -  Contd.

R eport  from  ULA 1. 27th  December, 1418. Convoy 
o f  th r e e  M/</s two 8,000 to n s ,  one 3000 tons e s 
c o r t e d  by two t r a w l e r s ,  P .C . and 3. 059° 0 8 ’ N. 
005° 24* E. 305° 8 knots  pass in g  out o f  ran ge .
T h is  convoy  was p re c ed ed  by B. and V .H .A . 138 A/C 
w h ich  c i r c l e d  Skudanes F jo r d  from  1215 u n t i l  convoy  
had passed .
28th  December, 1345. A t t a c k e d  southbound th r e e

thousand to n  u n e s c o r te d  M/V PAN OP BERGEN in  same p o s i t i o n ,  
cou rse  125° speed  8 knots range 2000 y a rd s .  F i r e d  two to rp e d o e s .  
F i r s t  to rp ed o  m issed  p ro b a b ly  ahead, second a p p a r e n t ly  f a i l e d  to 
run. One e x p lo s io n  a f t e r  10^ m inutes.
1 s t  January , 0928. A t ta c k e d  second  s h ip  o f  2 la d en  northbound un 
e s c o r t e d  Ivl/Vs o f  8000 and 6000 tons in  59° 10 ' N. 05° 21 ' E* 
course  305° speed 9 k n o ts .  Ran0e 1400 y a rd s .  F i r e d  3 to rp ed oes  
w h ich  a p p a re n t ly  f a i l e d  to run and d id  not e x p lo d e .
2 « I n  v iew  o f  t r o u b le  w i th  to rp ed o e s  and g r e a t l y  w o rsen in g  w ea th e r  
making ckudenes F jo r d  im p r a c t ic a b le  f o r  k e ep in g  p e r i s c o p e -  
depth  i t  was d e c id e d  to  abandon p a t r o l .
3. No p a t r o l  v e s s e l s  were s i g h t e d .
(3 .0 .  3/M L e rw ick  031129A to  F . 0 . 3 . )

, O p e ra t io n  
V .F .

R e tu rned  t o  base l400A/2nd ow ing to  en g in e  t r o u b le  
M .T .B . 653.
2* M .T .B . 683, 666, 623 o b l i g e d  to  abandon 
o p e r a t io n  a t  1330A/2nd ow ing t o  v e r y  heavy w ea th e r  
F o rce  r e tu rn ed  to  Harbour .1130A today .
(A .C .0 .3 .  031227A to  Admty. )

O p e ra t io n
F.W.

My 011831 para . 1A* (S ee  S p e c ia l  F i l e . )
F o l lo w in g  is  amended s a i l i n g  d a t e s .  J.V . 56A 12 th  

January. J.W .56B 19th January .
(C* in  C .H .F . 031311A t o  A dm ty .)

U -Boats.

U/B. By D/F a t  1026Z/3. P o s i t i o n  o f  German U -Boat was 
approx . 66° 1 5 ’ N. 12° E.
(D .D . I .C .  031207A to  3EANYMPH.)

Radar
Decoy
B a l lo o n .

Ji
Tec ionic a l .

Have r e c o v e r e d  Radar d eco y  B a l lo o n .  Request same 
may be c o l l e c t e d  on a r r i v a l *
(EDMUND3T0N 031045Z t o  Cdre . D.V7.A.)

EMPIRE
HOUSMAN

to rp ed o ed .

C a s u a l t i e s  <& D e fe c t s .

P o s i t i o n  60.50 N. 22-07 V/. Torpedoed . T a k in g  to  
b oa ts *  Burnham.on Sea Rad io  0305 G.M«T.
(EMPIRE HOUSMAN No T . 0 .0 / 3 . )
( A . C . I . C .  032117A to  Adm ty.;
N o te .  F o r  f u l l  account see  A . C . I . C .  060146A to  
A d m ty . )

/.70RCE3TER.. ./  0RCE3TER.. .
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C a s u a l t ie s  cc D e fe c t s  -  Contd.

WORCESTER. A rrangem ents f o r  to w in g  on 4 th  January.
( F . O . I . C .  H arw ich  030747A 031025 .)
(Cdre* Sheerness  031122A t o  F .O . I .C .  H a rw ic h . )

L .C .H . 187 C.O* o f  L .C .H . 187 r e p o r t s  th a t  l a s t  n ig h t  the  
S ab o tage .  P i t c h  C o n t r o l  Motor was s e r i o u s l y  damaged and

a t t r i b u t e s  i t  t o  s a b o ta g e .  S e c u r i t y  C o n tr o l  
O f f i c e  is  making f u l l  i n v e s t i g a t i o n  th is  fo ren o o n *  
(N .O . I .C *  Tees  031251 t o  C. in  C .R o s y th . )

*

OKINO. My 011149A. OKINO d e la y e d  ow ing  to  w i r e  round
p r o p e l l e r .
2* W eather p e r m i t t in g  in te n d  to s a i l  OKINO in  tow 
o f  H .M .T. HEYBURNE WYKE a t  1030A/5th t o  anchor f o r  

n ig h t  in  L o w e s t o f t  Roads ( o r  Yarmouth Roads) f o r  onward passage  
to  Humber.
3. S ta rb o a rd  b i l g e  k e e l  o f  OKINO i s  tu rned  back f o r  a d i s t a n c e  o f  
approx . 3 f e e t .
( F . O . I . C .  Harw ich  031737A .)

S h ip p in g  & Convoys.

0 .N .2 1 8 . S a i l e d  KINGCUP to  o v e r ta k e  O .N .218.
( F .O . I .C .  L i v e r p o o l  030005A to  C. in  C.W.a . )

S t r a g g l e r s .  EL ORIENTE r e tu rn e d  from  0 .N .2 1 7 ,  l e a k in g  condenser 
EMPIRu DUCHESS re tu rn ed  from  O .N .U .218, b a l l a s t  
s h i f t e d .  EMPIRE MOORHEN re tu rn e d  from  O .N .S .26, 
en g in e  t r o u b l e .
(N .C .3 . 0 . C lyde  031338A to  C. in  C .W .A . )

STRIKER. R equ es t  you w i l l  a r ra n ge  f o r  STRIKER to  t r a n s f e r
from  K.M .S. 37 /0 .3 .6 3  t o  M .K.S. 3 5 / 3 .L . 144 when 
convoys pass*
(C . in  C.W.a . 031507A to  F.O.O.M.A.)

Sh ips add ressed  w i l l  t e m p o r a r i ly  fo rm  B .1 su p p o r t  
t-roup. S • 0 . WOODPECKER. 2. They w i l l  be r e q u ir e d  
to  s a i l  f o r  o p e ra t io n s  on January 6 th . 3.
GLENARM w i l l  be o rd e red  to  j o i n  th e  g rou p  a t  sea* 
(C . in  C .W .A. 031611A t o  WOODPECKER, GLENARM, 
WANDERER, WATCHMAN.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.

Your 011140/. Detach T.G.61.9 as convenient 
after crossing 35 degs. W. to proceed through 
position A.B.37 degs. N. 30 degs. W. to Horta for 
onward routeing to U.K.
(D.O.D.(H), 030011A to C.T.F. 61, Info: Cinclant, 
Corninch, C.E.S.F., F.O.G.M.A. , Comnaveu, S.B.N.O. 
Azores, C. in C. Western Approaches.)
/ Circulated under T.0.0.011552.

T. G.61.9 consisting of 6'L.G.Is, onward route from Horta.
CD 46 dege. N. 20 degs. W. CE 49 degs. 40 N. 10 degs. 00 W- 
Destination Dartmouth.
(D.O.D.(H), 031143A -to S.B.N.O. Azores, (R) C. in C. W.A.
G. in C. Ply mouth, G. in C . Lant, Cominch, F.O.G.M.A., N.O.I.C. 
Dartmouth, Gomnaveu.)

This is a re-encypherment of G.T.F.61’s 031345. T.G.61.9
left Shublin in L.C.1.490 with L.G.1.487 to 492 inclusive left
U. G.S. 28 031300Z at PF plus 5 miles E. on course 049 degs. 
•tiiraû i A3 37 N . 30 W*. speed 15.4 thence to Horta toreport to 
S.B.N.O. for inward instructions. Weather.
(Radio Wash. 031605Z to G. in G. W.A., G. in G. Med., S.B.N.O. 
Horta.)

War Diary.

T.G.61.9 
6 L.G.Is.

MALCOLM MALCOIM obtained Radar contact followed by good
U/B attacked. sound contact in 33.57 N. 08.19 W. at 2050Z/02.

Asdic showed definite doppler effect and normal 
movement. Two Hedgehog attacks made followed 
by (?two) pattern depth charge attack.

Results negative. A/C and T.F.66 continuing search. 
Evaluation probable.
(MALCOLM, 030358Z, C.M.S.F. 031005 to Cominch, (R) Admty. 
F.O.G.M.A., C. in G. Med., Comnavnaw, U.S.S. GENERAL ANDERSON)

D 'ESTIENNE 
D'ORVES.

Sailed 031000A for Gib. to rejoin S.L.144. 
(C.M.S.F. 031053A to F.0.0.Gib.)

Arrangements 
for introduc
tion of 114 
Liberator 
Squadron to 
Azores.

A.845. 3rd Jan. Ref my A 840 31 Dec. (N.T. in
W.D.) now understand from Capt Hughes that first 
6 searchlight Liberators and crews will not be 
available fully equipped and trained till 31 Jan. 
Balance of Squadron about 10 Feb. It is obvious]^ 
no use bringing in A/C without lights or crews 
without adequate training so I have agreed that 
we must retain Wellington detachment accordingly. 
(H.Q.C.C. 031115Z to 247 Group, (R) A.M. W.Admty.
19 Group. SSS)

GENERAL A.E. Arrangements for sailing from Casablanca to Gape 
ANDERSON. Henry. „ „ „

(C.M.S.F. 031123A, 031334A, 031357A, 031538A, 
031457A)

German /...

i
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North  A t l a n t i c  -  Contd.

German
S u r v iv o r s  o f
D e s t ro y e r
A c t i o n .

My 300217 Dec.
D e s t ro y e r s  returned  about 0800/2nd with 4 s u r v iv 
o rs  in s ta te  o f  c o l l a p s e .  Embassy demanding 
internment.
(A s s t .  B.N.A. Madrid , 031147a t o  Admty. (R) 
F .O .G .M .A .)

COTILLION. Your 021749. Temporary r e p a i r s  should be taken
in hand ponta  Delgada.
(S .B .N.O. A z o re s ,  031202Z t o  N .C .S .O .  Ponta 
Delgada (R) F .O .G .M .A . ,  Admty. B.N.A. L isbon ,  
COTILLION.)

W i l l  COTILLION be o p e r a t i o n a l  by 15th January.
(D .O .D . (H ) ,  031251A t o  S .B .N .O. A zores )

LUCULUS. Your 021901 LUCULUS (N.T. in W.R.) should be
s a i l e d  t o  j o i n  the  next G.U.S. convoy ,  R/V 
p o s i t i o n  w i l l  be s ig n a l l e d  l a t e r .
(F.O.G.M.A. 031242A t o  S .B .N .O. A zores )

SS. APOLO Your 201805 December Spanish APOLO ship  and crew
(Spanish)  th o r o u g h ly  searched in c lu d in g  turnover  o f  bunkers.

(2 )  (3 )  Mail  passed t o  Censor.
P e t t y  smuggling d i s c o v e r e d .
(4 )  Much u s e f u l  in form a tion  obta ined  and i t  i s  
obv ious  that  news o f  r e c e n t  i n t e r c e p t i o n  i s  having 
good e f f e c t .  (5 )  Ship r e l e a s e d .
(C .O .S .O .  Gib .  031528A t o  Admty.)

Group A . I S I S , S . O . ,  INGLEFIELD, URCHIN, BRILLIANT,
ANTHONY, ACTIVE. R/V in 035 degs .  21 ' 010 degs.  
25* at  0800A/5th .
(2 )  When Med. d e s t r o y e r s  have jo in e d  RENOWN,

QUEEN ELIZABETH, VALIANT and e s c o r t  are t o  part company as 
r e q u i s i t e  t o  pass BB 20 m i l e s  west S p a r t e l  at  1830A/5th. From 
BB proceed  at maximum speed o f  e s c o r t i n g  f r i g a t e s  t o  Gib.
(3 )  Remainder Group A e s c o r t e d  by Med. d e s t r o y e r s  are t o  manoeuvr 
as n e c e s s a r y  t o  pass Europa P o in t  at 0300A/6th then manoeuvre 
south 036 degs .  N. as n e c e s s a r y  t o  R/V in CC 036 degs .  01*
004 degs .  17 '  at  0800A/6th where ISIS,  ACTIVE, ANTONY and 
BRILLIANT part  company andreturn G i b . ,  INGLEFIELD, URCHIN 
cont inu e  t o  M alta .
(F.0.G.M.A.031550A t o  Group A (R) Admty., C. in C. Med.)

D epartures .  Departed t o  K .M .S .36 .  
(F.O.G.M.A. 031937A)

My 281415 SS LUGANO le a v e s  about 6th.
(D.E.W.D. 031940A, t o  F.O.G.M.A. I n f o :  C. in C.
Med.)

STOIC. 

LUGANO.'

Tankers / . .  •
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031815/January,

DATS S j . X®44o 
RE CD 1747

XN

oq Senior British Naval Officer, Azores.

I dressed Admiralty Repeated E.O^G.ii.,.1. , ,  u.ij.ll.O . Ilorta.

tie follov/ing report on conditions in  the harbour at Kart a is  forwarded for 
Information:-

i) The harbour i s  usually overcrowded esp ecia lly  as the area a llocated  to the 
cruiser and o i le r  takes up wore than one third o f the deep water. On one 
dav one cru iser and eight destroyers had to be handled, on anotaef f i f t e e n  
ships o f  d i f f  r lit classes arrived to be o i le d , fu e lled , and some repaired.
I t  is  pointed out that when destroyers stay any length o f time they have to 
be topped up before sa ilin g , thus fu e llin g  tw ice.

■b) The remaining area is  not safe fo r  medium sized ships unless specia l 
moorings are prepared.

■ c ) The boom defence as now la id  has very much impeded the handling o f ships in  
harbour esp ecia lly  in  strong winds and in the dark hours.

The holding ground is  very bad.

The sound inside the harbour allows only very small vessels to l i e  alongside 
the breakwater unless specia l arrangements are made fo r  securing them more 
sa fe ly .

( f )  There are so many anchors and cables la id  indiscrim inately in  the harbour 
that delays are constantly occuring through fou l anchors.

>
(g ) The worst o f  the weather is  yet to come,

2. I t  is  therefore requested that arrangements may be made to supply the 
undermentioned equipment as soon as p o s s ib le :-  »

Two buoys -  one for mooring three destroyers and the other fo r  mooring 
cru isers.

(2) Three mooring b rid les comprising two o f two fathoms of 2 1 /4  and one o f 
three fathoms o f 2§"

Three mooring swivels comprising two of 3 l /4 "  and one o f  3§"

54) Twenty-three join ing  shackles o f 2 3 /4" 1
5) Two hundred and f i f t y - f i v e  fathoms of mooring cable o f  _2g"'

6) One hundred and th ir ty -fiv e  fathoms o f mooring cable o f  2 1 /4 "
(7 / Six anchors being, four o f at least 3 tons and two of at least 4 tons 
(8) Six lengths of 6" co ir  each with 2g-" wire pendant attached (length o f co ir  

60 fathoms. Length o f pendant 6 fathoms)

I t  i 3 pointed out that the cables and anchors shipped in  S.S. CAPE CLfcaJt 
are at present in use for  the mooring o f S .S . EMPIRE GARDEN and as stern moorings 
for the cru iser . 031815
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North Atlantic. - Oontd.
Tankers Tankers SCOTTISH AMERICAN and SAN TIRSO are -to
for M.K.S/ sail from Gib. in each alternate M.K.S. convoy
K.M.3.Convoys, in accordance with C. in C. W.A's 311723A/Dec.

(D.T.D.032040A to P.O.G.M.A. Info: Cdre. (D) W.A. 
Capt. (D) Greenock. A.S. Gib. C. in C. W.A.)

U/B attacked U/B previously reported 060 degs. 12 knots 36 degs 
by A/C. (?02*) N. 07 degs. 19’ W. 2204. Have attacked

U/B with depth charge. Lost touch with U/B 
not in contact with L.612.
(A/C H. 032345 to 19 Group)

South Atlantic.

Operation With a view to interception and destruction of
"Woodcutter” U/B approaching Cape Area from South Atlantic 

intend carrying out operation "Woodcutter" 
commencing at 0500Z/4th and ceasing 1700Z/6th. 
Forces taking part are LEWES,4 Royal Navy A/S 

trawlers and 2 South African Naval Force minesweeping trawlers. 
Venturas and Catalinas will carry out continuous patrol of area 
between 037 degs. S. and 041 degs. S. and between 018 degs. 20*
E. and 020 degs. 00* E. during the operation.
(C. in C. S .A . 030831C to Admty. (R) C. in C. E.F.(S.E.A.C.)
F. O.E.A., Cominch,Durban.)

U/B menace, 
proposed 
routeing 
and
Convoys.

One submarine unfixed may be southwest of Cape
town bound eastward by plotting she could reach 
Durban area by 10th Jan. and be south of 
Madagascar 4 days later.
(2) Propose therefore Kilindini to Durban convoys 
should be resumed forthwith.
(3) Request your views on routeing from Durban 
to India and northassuming U-Boat should remain 
unfixed.
(C. in C. S .A . 031249C to C- in C. E.F.(3.E.A.C)

A/C sighted vessel believed to be ERMLAND in 002 
degs. 38' N. u28 degs. 49' W. at 2001Z course 
and speed 043 degs. 11 knots. No reply to 
challenges. MyP.C.S. 003 degs. 00' N. 028 degs. 
47' W. 145 degs. 17 knots endeavouring to obtain 

Radar contact. If no contact obtained intend altering course 
to 325 degs. 13 knots at 2230Z.
(CORFU, 032101Z)
Note: This signal has been passed to Cominch and B.A.D. by W.R.

Vessel investigated. Spanish MONTE NARANCO. My 032101 
refers.

(CORFU, 032240A)

MONTE
NARANCO.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
Convoy 3 ships, 2 destroyers passed 43° 15’ 06° 
58* westbound, speed 5 knots at 0500/3rd.
(P.31 (UPROAR) 030810 to ARETHUSE (R) Capt. (s) 
10, C. in C. Med.)

In order to keep Admiralty informed of movements 
in Mediterranean of Corvettes and above and of 
convoys request you will divide the Daily 
Movement Summary into 2 portions, one Secret 
Code or Cypher affecting Corvettes and above and 
convoys and the remainder Confidential. The 
Secret part and any amendments thereto are to be 

repeated to Admty. As far as F.O.G.M.A. is concerned this 
ruling applies, only to area GA and XA.
(C. in C. Med. 030950A to R.A.L., V.A. Malta, F.O.W.It., F.0.G.M.A 
F.O. Tunisia (R) Admty., F.O.T.A.L.I. , F.O.L.E.M*)

Daily 
movement 
summary 
for Admty.

HAZARD, Para.2 of your 031454 (N.T. in W.D.) Dec.
SHARPSHOOTER. Am unable to concur 2. Owing to shortage of

escorts for through convoys it is necessary to 
employ 2 minesweepers in the 46th and 49th escort 
groups. It is intended to employ HAZARD and 

SHARPSHOOTER for this duty as being less severe on their hulls 
than minesweeping. 3. Owing to recent losses the arrival of the 
3 remaining ships of 19th M/S.F. will improve only the minesweep
ing position and will not enable HAZARD and SHARPSHOOTER to be 
released.
(C. in C. Med. 031055A to Admty. (R) Capt. M/S. Med. M.S.17.)

M.M.S. 4 M.M.S. in your 311420 Dec. Will be a welcome
temporary addition to Mediterranean M/S. forces. 
(C. in C. Med. 031117 to Admty.)

C. in C.E.F. 310456 BOXER, BRUISER and THRUSTER 
are urgently required in Western Med. C. in C. 
Med. is requested to indicate destination and 
latest date of arrival which is acceptable. 
(A.C.N.S. (••■F) 031142A to F.O. L.&.E.M. (R) C. in 
C. E.F., C. in C. Med.,F.O.R.S.C.A. Cmdre. Aden.) 

A.M. 031142. BOXER, BRUISER and THRUSTER are required at 
Naples not later than 17th.

(C. in C. Med. 031841 to Admty., (r ) F.O.C. R.A.,N.0.1.C., 
Aden, F.O.W.It., S.O.Force 'P' Com. 8th Phib., F.O.E.M., C. in C. 
E.F. )

BOXER,
BRUISER,
THRUSTER.

TORBAY. Leave patrol pm. 3rd to arrive at 035° 39* 028° 
01* at 0201/4th thence through 034° 18' 031° 29’ 
to arrive Beirut 1602/5th. 2. UNRULY and KASO
(sic) may be sighted about 1700/4th.
(Capt. (S) 1 031213B to TORBAY (R) SIBYL, F.O. E

X.I.F.7. Port Said section sailed 1444B/3rd.
(N.O.I.C. Port Said 031611b .)

/LARGS BAY. .
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LARGS BAY. Damaged by two underwater explosions. Vessel

now in harbour. Forepeak and Number 1 hold 
flooded. Diver considers both damaged. Tempor
ary repairs estimated minimum ten days. Dry 

docking in Med. port essential. Casualties all u.S. Military. 
Seven dead, 25 stretcher, 60 minor numbers approx.
(S.T.L.O. Naples 031730 to D. of S.T. (R) P.S.T.O. Med.)

T.T.Bs.
M.G.B.
Flotillas.

"D" type M.T.Bs. and M.G.B. Flotillas have been 
re-organized to suit operational requirements. 
Details.
(C. in C. Med. 031742A to Med. Station 435B.
(r ) Admty. )

NORWICH CITY, S/M. in 24.20 N. 36.15. E. 
U/B. (NORWICH CITY No T.0.0./3.)

RAMILLISS. Cancel A.M. 251621 (N.T. in W.D.) Dec.
2. L.S.Ts. not now returning as intended.
3. RAMILLIES should, therefore, be sailed to U.K. 
escorted by six Western Approaches escorts. A.M.

191200 (N.T. in W.D.) December para. 2 refers. 4. No objection 
to opportunity being taken to include any returning transports of 
suitable speed. D* of S.T. is making a separate signal to 
P. S. T. 0.'s.
(D.O.D. (F) 031944A to C. in C. Med., F.O.L.E.M., Info. F.O.G.M.A. 
C. in C.W.A.)

Technical.
(F.O.L.E.M. 032007B.)

C. in C. Med’s 011251 onward route 358 0330/l0th 
353 0650/10th 350,346, 341, 511, 17 (? 10) 10th 
329, 322, 508 0740/llth 502, 310, 1340/11th ^0 
miles N. 306 40 miles S. 300 0100/12th 032° 13’

- N. 032°45” E. 0400/12th to Port Said. (2) Speed 
45 16 knots to 511 then 14 knots. (3) Times B.SB) Fighter and A/S protection by day from own resources.C) 201 Group requested to arrange night A/S. protection. 

d ) 201 Group and Air H.Q. Aden requested to arrange fighter 
protection from 30* before sunset till dark and until arrival 
possibly at night. (5) R/T silence in force in spite of 
assage of Force A.
F.O.L.E.M. 032037B to F.O. 1st Battle Squadron (r ) C. in C. Med., 

Group A. Admty., V.A. Malta, Aden, Group 209, S.N.O. Red Sea, 
N.O.I.C. Aden, N.O.I.C. Suez, C. inC.E.F., N. and A.A. Western 
Desert, N.O.I.C. Port Said.)

G.N. ,
G.S. Mines.

1st Battle 
Squadron.

/15th C.S...
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15th C.S.

PENELOPE to 
sail ORION 
0.S.15 will 
transferred 
(F.O. 15 th 
F. 0.T.A.L. I 
to Bizerta.

Mediterranean - Gontd.
Intend to proceed in SPARTAN with PENELOPE in 
company to Algiers leaving Gib. 1500/5th routed 
direct. S. of A. 23 knots, E.T.A. 0830/6th.
2. PENELOPE will be detaching a.m. 6th to Malta, 
(route). 3. V.A. Malta is requested to sail 

Taranto when ready. F.O.T.A.L.I. is requested to 
to Malta on relief by PENELOPE. 4. Subsequently 
proceed in SPARTAN to Malta where Flag will be 
to H.M.S. ORION on her arrival from Taranto.

C.S. 032057A to C. in G. Med., F.O.G.M.A., V.A. Malta,
, SPARTAN, PENELOPE (R) 15th G.S. N. and A.A. Algiers 
N. and A.A. Bone to Sousse. Negative N . 0.1.C.SousseJ

Levant SPORTSMAN from Aegean patrol reports 0950 Dec.21st
report. 100 ton Caique sunk by gunfire off Cape Irene and

at 1130/23rd fired 3 torpedoes at 5000 ton M/V.in 
39° 44.5* N. 25° 16* E. One hit ship considered 
sunk. 2. SICKLE from Aegean patrol reports p.m. 

Dec.21st hunted for four hours without damage by 2 destroyers 
off Karlovassi Samos. About 2100/26th sank by gunfire two small 
caiques between Mykoni and Nikaria. 3. A/C. mined Khalkis last 
night.
(FOLEM 032131B.)

SIBYL. Proceed with all despatch to patrol North Eastern
approach to Doro Channel. (2; Report forthwith 
number of torpedoes expended. (3) You will be 
recalled to arrive Tunis 12th Jan.
(Capt. (S) 1 032136B to SIBYL (R) 1st 8/M.F., 
F.O.L.E.M. )

Your 032136B acknowledged. No target sighted.
(SIBYL 032327B to Capt. S.I. (R) C. in C. Levant.)
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East Indies.
Barge JA3CK0 adrift 008° 26’ N. 078° 31* E. at 
0030Z/3.
(HESPERIA 030230 to C. in C.E.F.)
Message 030230Z from this 3hip.
(HE3PERIA 030325Z. to Adra. Colombo.)

0500Z. P.C. and 3. 016° 06' N. 053° 10' E. 234, 3 
R.F.HOKE originally torpedoed (2 corrupt groups). 
After end flooded. Engine room flooded to water 
level. EMPIRE BOMBARDIER (19 groups missing) 
she found no trace of code books and no communique 

of crew* Consider under present weather conditions every possibi 
lity of ships reaching Aden. Intend to keep close inshore. It 
is suggested that all 3hips be instructed to keep tunnel only 
closed.
(LULWORTH 030400Z to Cdre. Aden.)

P.C. and S. 15° 43’ N. 52° 47* E. 236 3^ MASTERFUL now 
towing, situation of HOKE unchanged. EMPIRE BOMBARDIER proceed
ing E.T.A. Aden 5th.

(LULWCRTH 031400Z to Cdre. Aden, (R) C. in C.E.F.)

JABOKO
adrift.

S3. ROBERT 
F.HOKS.

TORIES Arrival KUMAON escorting S3. TORNUS.
torpedoed (N.O.I.C. Karachi 030406Z to C. in C.E.F.)
31st Dec. A. TORNUS. B. 019° 45' N. 059° 10' E. l422Z/31st

Dec. C. 3/M. D. Torpedoed bottom blown out for
ward of bridge. E. One certain, one possible hit 
aft but did not explode. F. ?Jo casualties*

G. 3/m fired 3 shells, no hits. H. Main Radio set put out of 
order first 3333 sent in boats radio main set repaired .about 6-j 
hours later and 3333 again made and various other signals repor
ting position. I. Arrived Karachi.

(N.C.3.0.Karachi 030637Z to Admty. C. in C.E.F. 3.0.1. 
Colombo, 3.0.1. Bombay, C* in C. Aden, 3.O.I. Kilindini,
S. B. N • 0. P •1J- •■) *

BENTON FIELD Following received 3333 from CF4XI (BENTON FIELD) 
3 report. 09.26 N. 34.67 E. submarine - KK rest unreadable.

(TABIAN 030415 to Bombay W/T. )

U/B a is- Ref. 0345Z/2nd. Area B. 33. ANTAR reports sigh-
position. ting 3/M in 021° 14’ N. 061° 07' S. at 0240Z,/3rd.

Scale of air escort Y other areas no change.
(C. in C.E.F. 030427, 030429Z.)

33* ANTAR 3333 Position 21° 14' N. 61° 07* E. sighted sub-
3 report. marine 0240 G-.M.T. ME4NN (ANTAR).

( Colombo W/T No T.0.0/3 reed. 030433.)

/ J . C. 31. . .
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J.C.31.
East Indies - Gontd.
Vizagapatam portion of J.C.31 arrived, escorted 
by BATHURST, BARODA.
(N.G.S.O.Vizagapatarn 030501Z.)

C.J.11A.
•

Escort LI3M0RE.
(N.C.S.O. Trincoraalee 030515Z. )

3S. ALBERT 
GALLATIN 

sunk.
Bisley aircraft reports sighting unknown vessel 
torpedoed in 021° 28' N* 060° 20’ E* which sub
sequently blew up and sank at 0645Z/2nd in 021° 
20’ N. 060° 05' E. Survivors reported rescued 
by unknown tanker.
(0. in C-E.F. 030544Z to 3. and A. E.Indies 3tn. 
Admty. G- in C.S.At. Stn. (Simonstown) 246 Wing, 
Air Hqs. S.A.222 Group, Air 11. Qs. Aden.)

3 • M •80• Arrived Convoy B.M.80 Colombo portion escorted by 
LAUNCESTON, CAIRNS.
(N.C.S.O.Colombo 030 6 30Z. )

AL3EY. Intend to sail AL8EY on 10th Jan. in M.B.61 to 
Bombay for onward routeing to U.K. A.M. 262002 

June '43, refers.
(C. in C.S.F. 031110 to Admty.)

Situation 
reports•

Details of Situation Reports which will be sent 
daily.(C. in C.E.F. 031136Z, 031149Z to Admty.)

U/B. Following has been read from call 3igns 4YDS and 
4MJV, submarine sighted surface East Jahar Zugar 
Island at 0815.
(Colombo No T.O.C/ii’d reed. 031137 to Admty.)
W.R.Note: Call signs cannot be decoded by W.R.

PATROLLER. Request intentions for PATROLLER after disembar
kation of aircraft at Cochin.
(C. in C.E.F. 031207Z to Admty.)

P.B.66D. Escort HIRAVATI.
(N.C.S.0.Hormuz 031240Z.)

M.N.1D. Escort SONDRA.
(N.C.S.O.Kilindini C31401Z to Admty.)

/
/S.E.A.F.O.u..•
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E a st  I n d i e a -  C on td .

R e q u e s t  c l a r i f i c a t i o n  and p u r p o r t  o f  y o u r  1 8 1 2 0 3  
D e c .  r e c e i v e d  in  A d m ir a l t y  h ea d ed  "S e a  F og  S y s te m ".  
2 .  A t t e n t i o n  i s  i n v i t e d  to  M is c .  528  and 5 27  g r i a -  
ded  c h a r t s  w h ich  have b e e n  d i s t r i b u t e d  to  M a jor  
War V e s s e l s  on E a s t  I n d i e s  S t a t i o n .  D i s t r i b u t  i'crn 

c o u l d  b e  e x t e n d e d  t o  M in or  V/ar V e s s e l s  i f  r e q u i r e d .
3. C h a r ts  a re  d e s i g n e d  f o r  r e p o r t i n g  p o s i t i o n s  w i t h i n  1 °  s q u a r e s  
in  maximum o f  2 g r o u p s  o f  c o d e / c y p h e r .  P o s i t i o n s  t o  m in u te s  o f  
l a t i t u d e  and l o n g i t u d e  c a n  be i n d i c a t e d  as in  y o u r  p a ra *  8 .
(D .T .D .  031733A  t o  C. i n  C . E . P . )

H .C .2 0 .  E s c o r t  NARBADA, ROHILKHAKD^
( N . C . S . O . C a l c u t t a  0 3 1 9 3 7 Z  t o  Admty. )

• E .A .F .O .G .
ys tem.

M .A .2 2 .  E s c o r t  LAHORE n o t  N.U.
(N.C.S.O. Madras 0 3 2 241Z  t o  A d m ty .)
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America and '.Vest Indies.
This is C.T.G.21.15’s 022348.
GOLDSBOROUGH attacked Sub. with guns Lat. 44 
Long. 18.10 022325. KEARNY Depth-charged sub
merged U/B got evidence damage 1048. Planes 
(from GORE. W.D.) mined submerged U/B effectively 
1910. Both near 45 K. 18 W. All times Z. 
(Gomnaveu, 030101 to Admt.y.)

LEVI WOODBURY. Following received 0714 G.M.T.
"S" Report. SSSS de KDFN submarine torpedoed 35.00 N.

67.00 W. Now abandoning ship unread G.M.T. de 
WSL.
(Lands End Radio, 030816A)

SSSS. Submarine torpedoed lat. 35.00 N. Long 67.00 W. de WSL. 
(LEVI WOODBURY) via Freetown W/T NO.T.0.0./3 Reed. 030834)

U/B. Submarine sighted 6 009 degs. 10' N. 060 degs.
25’ W. at 1100 G.M.T.
(S.O.(I) Jamaica, 031255R to Admty.)

U/B SWANSEA obtained R.D.F. contact range 4200 yards
Search. at 022319 in 046 degs. 34' N. 046 degs. 16' W.

contact lost at 2334 at 900 yards classified S/M. 
At 2341 lander water explosion heard believed to 
be torpedo. Have thoroughly searched area for 

12 hours no results. Now sweeping North East from that 
position. Fuel report. ST. LAURENT 87/, SWANSEA 58.8,0. 
COLUMBIA 65/, NIAGARA 60/ MONTREAL 58/. ST. LAURENT obtained 
H/F D/F bearing of U/B transmitting A.W.W. message bearing 030 
degs. or reciprocal at 0037 on 5100 K/cs 3rd class.
(ST. LAURENT, 031340Z to F.O.N.F. (R) N.S.H.Q., G. in 0. C.N.WA.)

Escort attacked by S/M at 022319Z in 046 degs. 34' N. D46 
degs. 16' W.

(0. in G. C.N.A. 031850Z to G.B.7A)

GOODALL, (1) When ready about 1630Z/3rd sail with despatch
AYIMER. from Argentia to overtake group B.2 escorting

H »X•273•
(2)'Estimated position H.X. 273 1200Z/4th 044 degs 
45* N. 047 degs. 21* W. 098 degs. 9.5 knots.

(3) Upon effecting junction place yourselves under orders 
S.O. B.2 in HESPERUS and continue as additional escort H.X. 273 
to U.K.
(F.O.N.F. 031423Z to GOODALL, AYIMER)

PRINCE HENRY. Your 302210 Dec. not to other addressees.
PRINCE HENRY ready to leave Esauimalt 7th is to 
sailed via Panama Canal to U.K.
(2) Cominch has been informed of destination 

Admiralty and will arrange onward routeing Admiralty’s 251708 
Dec. and N.S.K.Q. ’s 282151 Dec. refer.
(N.3.H.Q. 031430Z to C.O.P.C.)

PIQUE /...
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FOREIGN .TATIOKS.

America and West I n d i e s . -  C ontd .

PIQUE,
PERSIAN.

C* in 
O.N.p.

N.3.H . Q- ,

(1 )  Request PIQUE be s a i l e d  A rg en t ia  p.m. today  
co a s tw is e  t o  S t .  Johns to  a r r iv e  a.m. 4 th .
(2 )  Intend s a i l i n g  PIQUE and PERSIAN in company 
t o  U.K. p ro b a b ly  p.m. 5th . Further s ig n a l  w i l l  
be made.

c. C.N.A. 300159 and 022103 r e f e r .
031458Z t o  C ap t.(D ) A r g e n t ia ,  C. in C. C .N .A . ,
Admty. C. in C. W .A ., C .S .S .F . ,  Cominch, C .T .F .2 4 . )

S/M (N .S.H .Q. 031500Z, Cominch, 031630Z)
E stim a tes .

SEARCHER. Your 011717 which has been passed to  C. in C. W.A.
and F .O .C .T . I t  is  im portant th a t  SEARCHER 
shou ld  reach  U.K. by th e  end o f  Jan.
F a i l in g  t h i s  i t  may be n e ce ssa ry  f o r  SEARCHER 

t o  be s a i l e d  t o  G ib r a l ta r  t o  a r r iv e  by the end o f  the f i r s t  week 
in February.
(2 )  Request you w i l l  arrange e s c o r t s  a c c o r d in g ly .
(D .O .D .(H ),  031613A t o B . A . D .  I n fo :  S .B .N .O . W .A t.,  C. in C. W.A. 
F .O .C .T .)

0 .N .2 1 7 . SORREL r e p o r ts  (B eg in s )  At 030531Z ch a s in g
HANNI3AL s u s o ic io u s  Radar co n ta c t  b e l ie v e d  t o  be enemy sub

HAMLIN. on the su r fa ce  in 053 degs. 38* N. 043 degs . 50'
W. cou rse  250 d egs . speed 9 k n o ts .  C onsidered  
d o u b t f u l .
(0 .  in C. C.N.A. 031640Z t o  Ships e s c o r t in g  O.N. 
217)

My 031640 SORREL now r e p o r ts  c o n ta c t  v e r i f i e d  as Merchant Ship 
HANNIBAL HAMLIN s t r a g g l in g  from O .N .217.
(C. in C. C.N.A. 032210Z t o  Sh ips  e s c o r t in g  O .N .217)

Request ADKERANT, who has been on s ta t io n  f o r  
n in e  months may be substituted f o r  TENACITY 
your 0 2 1 5 3 8 /r e fe r s .
(F .O .N .F . 031844Z t o  Admty.)
/  S a i l in g  TENACITY t o  U.K.

(A) U .3 .S . KEARNY and GREENE attack ed  Subs, 
v i c i n i t y  4 4 .5 0  N. 20 .10  W. 2124Z /31 .
(B) U .S .S . PAUL JONES and BARKER sub. c o n ta c t  
4 4 .4 4  N. 2 1 .0 3  W- 1625Z /1 .
(D) P .B . '.R adar C ontact 33 .34  N. i'4.20 W. 
1725Z /31 .
(Cominch, 012030Z t o  Admty.)

(a ) German b lock ad e  runner WES\ERLAND en rou te  Japan t o  Germany 
sunk by U .S .3 .  SOMERS 030030 area 14 .55  S. 2 1 .3 9  W. 134 P-W .s 
in c lu d in g  ten o f f i c e r s  r e scu e d . U n id e n t i f ie d  ship  (SS. LEVI 
WOODBURY. W.D.) torp ed oed  35 N- 67 W. 030658. U .3 .S . GOLDS-
BOROUGH a t ta ck s  s u b / 44 N. 18 W. 022325. A/C a t ta c k s  sub. 
a o o ro x .  45 N. 18 W. 021910. A l l  t im es Z.

ADHERANT, 
TENACITY.

Sub. a t ta ck  
and
s ig h t in g
summary.

(B) / . . .
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S u b .a t t a c k  
and
s i g h t in g  
summary. 
(C on td . )

America and Vest I n d i e s .

(B) U .S .3 .  KEARNY a t ta ck s  sub. approx.  45 N. 
18 W. 021048.
(D) S . C . 1348 ( ? )  a t ta c k s  sound c o n t a c t  and 
to rp e d o  wake 14 .31  N. 81 .47  W. 030000. 
(Cominch, 032152 t o  Admty.)

STEADFAST. Departed Bermuda f o r  A r g e n t ia .
(S .B .N .O . W-At. 032142Z)

0 .N .2 1 7 .  (1)  Westomp 046 degs.  28* N. 050 degs .  39* W.
at 1200Z/5th when you w i l l  be r e l i e v e d  by group 
W.2 MULGRAVE (S.O) SHERBROOKE, VILLE DE QUEBEC.
(2) Upon r e l i e f  C.5 proceed  S t .  Johns N.F. 

n e g a t iv e  KOOTEWAY who i s  t o  proceed  d i r e c t  A rg e n t ia  f o r  dock ing .
(3 )  "Chop" 1200Z /4th .
(F .O .N .F .032158 t o  S .S .0 .N .2 1 7 )
As amended F .O.N.F. 040115Z.

Has s a i l e d  from Bermuda. 
(S .B.N.O. W.A. 032305Z)

A u s t r a l i a  and New Zea land .

(4 )  Further  d e t a i l s  S a id o r  la n d in g  i n d i c a t e  that  
f o l l o w i n g  p re l im in a ry  d es troy er  bombardment moder
ate  f o r c e  U.S. Army t r o o p s  landed 3 beaches 
s h o r t l y  a f t e r  dawn without  m eeting shore 
o p p o s i t i o n  nor a i r  naval r e - a c t i o n .  Our a i r 
c r a f t  l a i d  smoke screen  but minimum f i v e  
Squadron M i t c h e l l s  scheduled t o  a t ta c k  shore 

p o s i t i o n s  s im ulta n eous ly  with land ing  were unable t o  l o c a t e  
t a r g e t s  due heavy ra instorm  in p r o g r e s s .  S u b s t a n t ia l  f i g h t e r  
a ir^protect ion  made n i l  enemy c o n t a c t s .  C o -o rd in a ted  with 
l a t e r  la nd ing  phase 53 L ib e r a t o r s  f o l l o w e d  by 39 Bostons 
dropped approx.  116 tons  o f  500 pounds bombs on enemy c o a s t a l  
p o s i t i o n s  e i t h e r  s id e  beachheads. B ostons  a l s o  s t r a f f e d .  By 
a f te rn o o n  S a id o r  ? a i r f i e l d  o c cu p ie d .
(10)  A l l i e d  Sub .cha ser  c o n ta c te d  p o s s i b l e  submarine e a r l y  hours 
3 m i l e s  o f f  Southeast  c o a s t  Huon P e n i n s u l a _while  A/C saw 
another  a f t e r  daybreak 17 m i l e s  North o f  S i o .
(13)  A fte rn oon  1 s t  p o s s i b l e  submarine seen 15 m i le s  o f f  Gasmata 
by Vengeances.
(15)  Our M.T.B ’ s sank 2 enemy barges Southbound o f f  Vincke 
p o i n t  n ig h t  1 s t .
(18)  U.S. c a r r i e r  based R/C plane s ig h te d  2 heavy c r u i s e r s ,  2

5*E «C .5.

D ig e s t  
S e r i a l  
N o .713 
Jan. 2nd.

heavy / . . .
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A u s t r a l ia  and New Z ea lan d .

heavy c r u i s e r s ,  2 d e s t r o y e r s  about t o  en ter  Kav- 
ien g  morning 1 s t .  A tta ck  launched and 1 c r u is e r  
h i t  by 2 1600 pounder armour p i e r c in g  bombs, 2 
o th er  1000 pounders at l e a s t  one t o rp e d o .
Other r e c e iv e d  one 1600 pound and one 1000 armour 
p i e r c in g  p lu s  minimum 2 to rp e d o e s .  Both sh ip s  
l e f t  burning b e l ie v e d  sunk or  beached. One 
d e s t ro y e r  thought sunk, o th e r  b a d ly  damaged from 

bombs and s t r a f f i n g .  Enemy f o r c e  may be that re p o r te d  D ig est  
711 P ara . 17 having l a t e r  re v e rse d  cou rse  20 t o  30 Zeros 
in te r c e p t e d  a t ta c k in g  ( ? f o r c e )  and 11 d es troy ed  p lu s  4 p rob a b ly ,  
in  a d d it io n  1 Jap. bomber, 1 f i g h t e r  se a rch in g  f o r  Task F orce  
shot down. 2 A l l i e d  f i g h t e r s ,  1 bomber l o s t .
(2 2 ) A l l i e d  M .T .B 's  a ided  by C a ta lin a  co n ta c te d  28 o r  more barges  
sm all c r a f t  t o  S outheast c o a s t  B o u g a in v i l le  n igh t  l s t / 2 n d .  
p r e v io u s  n ig h t  s im i la r  c r a f t  drove 2 barges  with l i g h t  s u r fa ce  
e s c o r t  up r i v e r  same area .
(G.H.Q. S .Y/.P .A . 030830Z)

D ig e s t  
S e r i a l  
N o .713 
Jan. 2nd. 
fcon td .)

U-BOAT campaign .

Submarines R e p o r te d .

Estim ated p o s i t i o n s .  
(D .D .I .C .  031425A, 031426A)

S u b .a t ta c k  
and
s ig h t in g  
summary f o r  
24 hours t o  
0 9 0 0 Z /3 rd .

Submarines A tta ck e d .

P ara . A. (1 )  Br. EMPIRE HOUSMAN p r e v io u s ly  t o r 
pedoed on 5 0 th /3 1 s t  again torpedoed  and abandoned 
sh ip  at  0 3 0 5 /3  in 60 d eg s .  50' N. 22 degs . 0 7 ’ W.
( 2 )  " W ellin g ton  F /304  a tta ck ed  U/B on s u r fa ce  a t  
2306 /2  in 45 degs . 5 5 ’ N. 07 d egs . 55 ' W.
(3 ) L ib e r a to r  C /224 a ttacked  U/B at 2315/2  in 
46 degs. 39 ’ N. 09 d eg s . 4 4 ’ W.
(4 )  L ib e r a to r  G/224 s ig h te d  U/B at 2040 /2  in 
46 d egs . 4 6 ’ N. 09 d e g s .  2 7 ’ W. C o .090 degs .

(5 )  W e llin g ton  L /A zores  re p o r te d  U/B at 0 4 45 /3  in 45 degs. 15 ’
N. 18 d egs . 28 ’ W. ^
(6 )  Ru. Ice b re a k e r  LENIN torp edoed  and sunk E. o f  Novaya Zemblya 
e a r l y  O ct. 1943 (se e  a l s o  para . C) C a n ce lled  by A.M. 0711242 
J a n .1944. R e f .  A.M. 021130Z Para. A .4 .
H a l i fa x  a / 58 a tta ck ed  U/B on s u r fa c e  at 01 50 /2  in 45 degs. 31 N. 
07 d egs . 30 ' W.

Para. B / . • .
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines A tta ck ed .

P ara . B. ( l )  MALCOIM a tta ck ed  U/B c o n ta c t  a t  
2150 /2  in 33 c e g s .  57’ N. 08 degs . 10 ' W.
(2 )  U.S. A/C re p o r te d  U/B at 0635/31  in 24 degs. 
55 ’ N. 61 degs. 20 E.
(3 )  B r i t i s h  SS. ANTAR made SS3S a t  0240 /3  in 
21 d egs . 14' N. 61 degs. 0 7 ' E.
Para. 0 . (1 )  Br. SS. BENTON FIELD made SSSS
p r io r  t o  0 4 1 5 /3  in 09 d egs . 26* N. 64 degs .
0 0 ’ E. ( l o n g i t u d e m a y  be 67 degs . 00 ' E .)

(2 )  Three Russian f r e i g h t e r s ,  p o s s i b l y  ARCHANGEI/ftPETROVSKI 
and SERGEI KIROV re p o r te d  torp edoed  and sunk E. o f  Novaya 
Zemb]ya e a r ly  O ct .  1943. - 
(D .D .I .C .  031220A, 091329A)

S u b .a t ta c k  
and
s ig h t in g  
f o r  24 hours 
t o  09 00Z /3rd . 
(C o n td .)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Operation 
F. V.

Home Commands.

1. At 1812 today HAIDA a ttacked a U-Boat about 320 
m iles E. by 3- o f  Jan Mayen Is land . Nothing furtner 
i  s know n.

One enemy 
M/V sunk by 
3EAD0G on 
2nd January.

2 . (a ) .  The 3/M SEADOG reports  today that at 021150 
w h ile  on p a tro l  o f f  S tadtlandet she f i r e d  three 
torpedoes at a northbound convoy of th ree  loaded 
M/Vs. o f  2000 to  3500 tons, and th a t ,  on return ing 
to periscope-depth  at 1202, only two o f  the M/Vs. 
could be seen.

(b ) .  At noon on the 28th December in the same p os i
t io n  SEADOG had a lso  f i r e d  s ix  torpedoes at an 
8000 ton  M/V in another la r g e r  northbound convoy 
w ith  unobserved r e s u lts .

Escort and 
Support 
Groups.

3 . ( a ) .  About 19 esco r t  vesse ls  in the Western 
Approaches Command are to be paid o f f  ana r e l ie v e d  
by'new construction  e a r ly  th is  year. A message 
from C. in  C* . a . today g ives  p a r t icu la rs  and a lso  
s ta te s  the p r in c ip le s  which C« in  C.V/.A. intends 
to adopt in reforming the groups.

(b ) .  When reform ing the Escort and Support Groups 
to operate w ith  the A t la n t ic  Convoys, C« in C.W.A. 
intends that nine Escort Groups should con s is t  
o f  fou r  Destroyers and/or F r iga tes  and f i v e  Corvette 
each, and that Support Groups should con s is t  o f  
s ix  ships ap iece .

Operation
"S tonew a ll" .

4. (a ) .  Three U-Boats were s igh ted  by A/C today in 
the Biscay area sbout 240 miles west o f  St. Nazaire 

One appeared to be d isab led , and two were attacked 
w ith  depth-charges.

(b ) .  HIMALAYA having been seen at Brest on the 1st 
January, Admiralty consider today that there is no 
lon ger  any evidence o f  the recent departure o f  a 
Blockade-runner from France.

A ir  a ttack  
on K ie l .

5. 446 Fortresses and L ib e ra to rs ,  accompanied by 
L ightn ings and mustangs attacked K ie l  Harbour th is 
morning.
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Operation
’’Woodcutter".

RIO GRANDE 
sunk.

Adriatic.

SITUATION REPORT.

4.1.1944. 
Tuesday.

South Atlantic.
6.(a). With a view to the interception and des
truction of a U-Boat which is believed to be ap
proaching the Cape area from the south Atlantic 
(see 5th January para. (b).) Operation 
"Woodcutter" commenced at 0500Z today and con
tinued until 1700Z/6.
(b) . . orces taking part are the aircraft target 
ship LEWES, 4 Royal Navy A/S trawlers and 2 South 
African Naval Force M/3 trawlers. Aircraft co
operated.
(c) . The operation was without result.

7. The U.S. cruiser OMAHA and U.3.destroyer 
JOUETT sank the blockade runner RIO GRANDE at 
1126 today in 06.41 3. 25.36 W. (-.'bout 630 miles 
west by north of Ascension Island.) The enemy 
ship was northbound •• ith a car^o consisting 
principally of rubber.

Meaitecranean.
8. The destroyers JERVIS and JANUS carried out a 
sweep last night off the east coast of Italy be
tween San Benedetto (42.57 N. 13.55 E.) and Pesaro 
(43.55 N. 12.55 E.) about 30 miles northwest of 
Ancona, and bombarded Pesaro successfully. No 
enemy shipping was 3een.

East Indies.
9. The submarines STONEHENGE and TRUCULENT 
arrived at Aden ioday from the U.K« via the Meditei 
ranean, to join the Eastern Fleet.

10- EMPIRE MINOTAUR reported a periscope at 
0900Z today off Bombay.
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SITUATION REPORT.

America & V/est Ind ies .

11. The U .3. tanker McCLELLAN GRiLiFC reported a t 1026 
p today that she had s igh ted  and was a ttack ing  a 
U-Eoat in 33.20 N. 69.45 W.

Austra lia  & New Zealand.

12. Nine Dutch M itch e l ls  bombed shipping at Kupang 
today w ith  e f f e c t ,  though precise d e ta i l s  are not 
known. F ive L ib e ra to rs  made a h i t  and near misses 
on a sm all destroyer  or c o rv e t te  o f f  Kupang.

13. (a ) .  A p a t r o l l in g  L ib e ra to r  e a r ly  tn is  morning 
made a h it  on a l i g h t  c ru is e r  seen w ith  4 cargo 
vesse ls  o f f  Kavieng, New Ire land .

(b ) .  This morning c a r r i e r  based a i r c r a f t  attacked 
two destroyers in South Western S t r a i t ,  o f f  the 
coast o f New Ire lan d  and obta ined h its  with bombs 
and torpedoes. One des troyer  is  b e lieved  to have 
been sunk and one probably sunk. The a i r c r a f t  shot 
down 7 enemy f i g h t e r s ,  one f lo a tp la n e  and two 
bombers f o r  lo s s  o f  one f i g h t e r .
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policy.
Whilst Fleet Flagship is at Rosyth between 6th 
and 31th Jan. the operational control of the 
Fleet will be transferred to V.A.2.
(2) All signals affecting current operations or 
urgent local matters at Scapa should include both 
C. in C. H.F. and V.A.2 in address. V.A.2 
will take necessary action.

(3) Routine administration of Fleet will continue from Fleet 
Flagship.
5) These arrangements will come into force 2l00/5th.
C. in C. H.F. 041831A to Admty.)

Home •
Fleet
Operat ional 
Control.

KERLOGUS. In view of perishable cargo on board and of your
031815 KERLOGUE should be released.
A.M. 030140 refers.
(Head of M.I. 041923A to F.O.I.C.Milford Haven.)

DEWDALE,
ENNERDALE.

DEWDALE and ENNERDALE are required for service 
abroad leaving U.K. during February.
(D.C.O.D. 042041A to F.O.L.S.U., F.O.Force S.)

Movements.
DUKE OF My 011303 and 021244. Amend time of passing Hoxa

YORK. Gate to read 2230A/5th. Times of passing Beamer
Rock will be ll00A/6th.
(C. in C. H.F. 042056A to DUKE OF YORK)

Operat ions.
Operation 
’'Stonewall".

U/B on surface, position 47 degs. 00' N. 06 degs. 
46* W. apparently disabled.
(A/C R.G.M.B. 040620 to 19 Group)
(3) A.M. 251721 December. HIMALAYA seen at 
Brest on 1st January therefore no longer any 

evidence of departure of blockade-runner from France.
(4) Cancel para. 2 of A.M. 231208 December.
(D.D.I.C. 041800A to A.I.G.13.)Am over 1 enemy submarine in 16.55 N. (?46.55 N. intended) 
07.22 W. S/M was on surface. When first sighted was on course 
045 degs. speed 10 knots.

(A/C N3XY, 041907A to 19 Group) ‘ •U/B previously reported was on surface. Have ettacked U/B 
with depth-charge, estimate (?2) hits and U/B has dived, position
46.54 N. 07.39 W. Mark dropped.

(A/C SNXY, 041907a to 19 Group)Am over 1 enemy submarine in 16.04 N. (?46.04 N. intended)
07.24 W. (Position uncertain.)

(A/C Y.58, 041910 to 19 Group)
Am over 1 enemy submarine in 46.40 N. 09.20 W. 
(A/C TPZM, 041934a to 19 Group)

U/B /...
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Operat ion 
"Stonewall” 
(Contd.)

Operat ions.
U/B previously reported was on surface. Lost 
touch with U/B. U/B has dived 46.38 N . 09.12 W- 
(a /0 TPZM 042005 to 19 Group)
Have obtained A.S.V. contact, probably a S/M in 
47.03 N. 05.35 W.
(A/0 JSGX, 042014 to 19 Group)

Am over 1 enemy S/M in 46.40 N. 05.00 W. S/M was on surface 
and when first sighted was on course 090 degs. speed 10 knots. 
(A/0 JSGX, 042015 to 19 Group)

Have attacked U/B with depth-charges. U/B on surface 
course 090*

(A/C JSGX, 042030 to 19 Group)
Lost touch with U/B last seen 46.32 N. 05.25 W.
(A/0 JSGX, 042110A to 19 Group)
Course and speed unknown.
(A/C TPZM, 042113 to 19 Group)
Attack abandoned.
(A/C WOTB to 19 Group, No T.0.0. T.O.R. 042227)

Operation f i - v  t 

■"Scalloway".
Intend to sail S/M Chaser^operation ̂ Scalloway’
(1) a.m. 4th January or first possible day 
thereafter.
f2) 062 degs. 25' N. 005 degs. 45’ E.
3) RAMROSE, SARAWAK. (4) 2.
*5) 046 degs. Sumburg Head. (6) No.
(A.C.0.3.041042A to Admty.)

S A j[ • S/Ms are to leave patrol for Lerwick as follows.
Patrols. (1) SYRTIS at 1600A/5th January by route Orange.

(2) SCEPTRE as convenient to pass through 064 degs| 
05’ N. 003 degs. 45' E. at OlOOA/6th thence by 
route Orange to arrive a.m./7th.

(3) SEANYMPH as convenient to pass through 065 degs. 30' N.
005 degs. 45’ E- at 2300A/6th, thence by route Orange to arrive 
Lerwick p.m. 7th.
(4) For information SPITEFUL is on patrol westward and northward 
midway between pssition 062 degs. 10’ N. 002 degs. 40* E. length 
40 miles, direction of 070 degs. 250degs.
(5) SYRTIS leave patrol from 062 degs. 50’ N. 002 degs. 30 E. 
SCEPTRE, SEA NYMPH are to.proceed on surface at discretion of 
C.o. when 50 miles clear of Norwegian coast. SYRTIS diving 
by day when North of 062 degs.
(Capt. (S) 9, 041145A and 041653A to S/M's)

positions of submarines at 0800A/5th and movements for
following 31 hours.
(A) SEANYMPH on patrol vicinity 67 degs. N. 012 degs. E. leaving 
patrol p.m. 5th towards 65 degs. 30* N* 005 degs. 45’ E.
(B) SCEPTRE patrolling near 64 degs. 30* N* 010 degs. 05 E. 
leaving patrol probably on surface so as to pass through 64 degs 
05’ N. and 003 degs. 45' E. at OlOOA/6th towards 62 degs N.
001 degs. E. .
(C) STRATAGEM patrol vicinity 65 degs. 20’ N. 001 degs. 14 E.
(D) TAKU patrol near 64 degs. 30* N» 000 degs. 55' E.
(E) UNSWERVING vicinity 63 degs. 32’ N. 001 degs. 03’ E. on 
patrol•

(F) /■
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S/M (F )  SYRTIS p a t r o l l i n g  62 d e g s .  5 1 '  N. 0 0 2  d e g s .
P a t r o l s .  28* E. l e a v i n g  p a t r o l  a t  1 6 0 0 A / 5 t h  t h r o u g h  62
( C o n t d . )  d e g s .  N. 0 01  d e g s .  E. t o  L e r w i c k ,  d i v e d  b y  d a y

when N o r t h  o f  62 d e g s .  N.
(G. )SPITSFUL 62 d e g s .  0 8 '  N. 0 02  d e g s .  4 9 '  E. 
( P . O . S .  041714A t o  Adraty . )

F o l l o w i n g  i s  f o r e c a s t  o f  S/M p a t r o l s .  S /Ms a r e  t o  be  s a i l e d  
t o  c o n f o r m  w i t h o u t  f u r t h e r  s i g n a l .
sAls .  L e a v e  L e r w i c k .  R e t u r n  L e r w i c k .  P a t r o l .
(A) VENTURER 1 1 t h J a n . 2 5 t h  J a n . K 5 ( w e s t e r n  

l i m i t )  e x t e n d e d  
t o  0 03  d e g s .  0 0 '  
E. e a s t e r n  l i m i t  
0 04  d e g s .  3 0 '  E.

(B) TELEMACHUS 1 2 th Ja n . 2 6 t h  J a n . H.H.
(C ) SEANYMPH 1 6 t h J a n . 30 t h  J a n . B od o  a r e a .
(D) STUBBORN 1 6 th J  a n . 3 0 t h  J a n . Kya a r e a .
U) SEADOG 1 9 th J a n . 2nd F e b . S k u d e s n e s  a r e a .
F) SPIRIT 1 9 t h J a n . 2nd F e b . F . F .

(G) SATYR 2 1 s t J a n . 4 t h  F e b . K .5  ( L i m i t e d  as 
in  (A)

f H) 0 . 1 5 2 1 s t J a n . 2nd F e b . S t a t l a n d e t  a r e a .
( J ) SCEPTRE 23rd J  a n . 6 th  F e b . L . L .
( 2 On r e t u r n f r o m  p r e s e n t p a t r o l  (SEANYMPH) i s  t o  rem ain  a t
L e r w i c k  u n t i l r e q u i r e d  f o r o a r a .  1 (c)
( F . O . S .  042047A t o  C a p t . s (S )  3 ,  (S )  9 . )

C o a s t a l  
F o r c e  

' P a t r o l s .
$ O r d e r s  f o r  n i g h t  4 t h / 5 t h  J a n u a r y .  

C. in  C. P o r t s m o u t h ,  04 1 4 0 5 a )

O p e r a t i o n  Am a n c h o r e d  t o  one  m i l e  N o r t h  B o l s h o i  O l e n i
F . V .  F o r e n o o n  m i s s i o n  c o m p l e t e d .

(SCOURGE, 041430C t o  S . B . N . O .  N o r t h  R u s s i a ,  
(R)  SAUMAREZ)

I s ,

C a n c e l  my 0 3 1 7 2 7  and y o u r  i n s t r u c t i o n s  i n  P a r a . 3 
o f  C a p t .  (S )  9 0 4 1 1 4 5 .  F i s h i n g  v e s s e l  r e p o r t s  
sh e  h a s  w a i t e d  o f f  R /V  f o r  3 d a y s  and t o d a y  
w e a t h e r  c o n d i t i o n s  w e re  i m p o s s i b l e  and  she  h a s  
now r e t u r n e d  t o . h a r b o u r .

( 2 )  F i s h i n g  v e s s e l  i s  b e i n g  i n s t r u c t e d  t o  r e t u r n  t o  R /V  a r r i v i n g  
b e f o r e  d a r k  t o m o rr o w  and w i l l  rem ain  u n t i l  d a y l i g h t  7 t h .
( 3 )  A t  y o u r  d i s c r e t i o n  make f u r t h e r  a t t e m p t  on 5 th  and 6 th  
J a n u a r y .
( 4 )  S h o u l d  t h e r e  be  n o  s i g n  o f  fish in g  v e s s e l s  b y  s u n r i s e  7 t h  
J a n u a r y  you  may a t  y o u r  d i s c r e t i o n  la n d  s t o r e s  anywhere  in  
v i c i n i t y  d u r i n g  e n s u i n g  24 h o u r s  c a r e f u l l y  r e c o r d i n g  e x a c t  
p o s i t i o n .  In t h i s  e v e n t  a g e n t  i s  t o  be  r e t a i n e d  on b o a r d  
SEANYMPH.

5)  In  any  c a s e  l e a v e  R /V  by  s u n r i s e  8 t h .
6)  R e t u r n  b y  r e v e r s e  o f  o u tw ard  r o u t e  and r e p o r t  f i n a l  r e s u l t  

o f  o p e r a t i o n  when c l e a r  o f  a r e a .
( F . 0 . 3 . 042256A t o  SEANYMPH)

O p e r a t i o n
" C r u x "

Two / . . .
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SEADOG r e p o r t s .
(B) At 281200, P .C .S . o f  convoy o f  3 sh ips  8000, 
4000 and 2500 to n s  e s co r te d  by 1 m inesweeper,
2 t r a w le r s ,  and 1 u n id e n t i f i e d  a i r c r a f t  062 d egs . 
15 ’ N. 005 d egs . 09* E. 050 d e g s . 11 k n o ts .  
A ttack ed  la r g e s t  sh ip  w ith  6 t o r p e d o e s ,  range 
2500 ya rd s . 3 e x p lo s io n s  at 1202 and in t e r v a l  
co rre sp o n d in g  with tim e o f  f i r i n g .  3 d is ta n t  
e x p lo s io n s  at 1209^, 1210^: and 1210f.
Counter a t ta ck  by 2 t ra w le rs  commencing a t  1207 
and co n t in u in g  t i l l  about 1245. Approx. 40 
dep th -ch a rges  were dropped, 19 o f  which were 
thought t o  be ( c o r ru p t  group) c l o s e .
(D) At 021150, P .C .S .  o f  convoy  o f  3 loaded  sh ip s  

o f  between 2000 and 3500 tons  w ith  e s c o r t  o f  1 t ra w le r  and 1 
C o rv e tte  type  v e s s e l  062 degs . 15* N* 005 d egs . 05 ' E. 030 degs. 
10 k n o ts .  A ttack ed  from v e ry  broad t ra ck  with 3 t o rp e d o e s ,  
range 2900 yards At 1152^ one e x p lo s io n .  At 1158^ d is ta n t  
e x p lo s io n .  At 1202 SEA-DOG, having gone deep , retu rn ed  to  
p e r is c o p e  depth . 2 Merchant sh ip s  and two e s c o r t s  were then 
p l a i n l y  in s ig h t  the e s c o r t  having a p p a ren t ly  dropped back to  
in v e s t i g a t e .  Vague cou n ter  a t ta c k  with two depth charges  by 
sh ip  with d i e s e l  H.E. about 1300. T h is  sh ip  appeared t o  be 
in c o n ta c t  f o r  some m inutes b e f o r e .
(E) At 031140, P .C .S .  o f  convoy  o f  one 6 ,000 ton Tanker and one 
4 ,0 0 0  ton Merchant sh ip  e s c o r te d  by one T .B .T . one t o  19 
Type and 4 t r a w le r s ,  062 d eg s . 16 ' N• 005 d eg s . 14* E. 275 d egs , 
2 k n o ts .  A ttacked  Tanker w ith  3 to rp e d o e s  which a p p a ren tly  
ran under. Range 700 ya rd s . On f i r i n g ,  tanker was seen to  be 
in b a l l a s t .  E s co r ts  were dropp ing  charges  in d is c r im in a t e ly  
b e fo r e  and during a t ta c k .  No d e f i n i t e  c o u n t e r -a t t a c k .
(S .O .SA l* L erw ick , 041715A t o  F .O .S . )

Two
Convoys and 
One
Tanker 
a tta ck ed  by 
SEAj-'OG .
One
Enemy M/V. 
a p p a ren t ly  
sunk on 
2nd Jan.

F orce  "S" 
E x e r c i s e .

E x e rc ise  
"D u ck".

E x e r c i s e s .

A.M. 20 191 7 /O ct . Intend t o  ca rry  out l a r g e -  
s c a le  e x e r c i s e  in Moray F i r t h  as f a r  east as 
M erid ian  3 d eg s . W. p.m. 10th t o  p.m. 11th Jan. 
The 4 days f o l l o w i n g  are  spare days.
(F .O . F orce  "3 "  041329a t o  C. in C. R o s y th .)

Cancel my 250951A. December. 
(N .O .I .C .D artm outh , 041541)

Enemy I n t e l l i g e n c e .

Enemy p .C .S .  o f  enemy two medium V e s s e ls ,  one V e sse l
V e s s e l s .  59 .40  N. 0 5 .3 5  E. 220 d eg s . 8 k n o ts .

(A/C JRTK 041136A t o  18 Group)

Enemy P .C .S .  o f  enemy, 3 D e s t ro y e r s ,  one Tanker, one
Convoy. medium v e s s e l ,  one Minesweeper 61 .20 N. 0 5 .0 4  E.

180 d egs . 3 k n o ts .
(A/C JRTP 041143 t o  18 Group)

A tta ck s  / . . .
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U-Boats •
Attacks 
on U/B in Percussion 
Area.

My 221059 July 1942.
(1) At. 0053/28/12 Wellington H/172 claims 
straddle on U-Boat in 43 degs. 57' N • 24 degs. 
04’ W. Results not observed owing to darkness.
(2) Wellington C/172 attacked U-Boat in 44 degs. 
08’ N. 22 degs. 20' W- at 0910/29/12. U-Boat
seen to be stationary for 10 minutes after attack.

(3) In 44 degs. 45' N* 7 degs. 39' W* Halifax L/58 attacked 
oneU-Boat at 1935/1/1, straddle claimed and U-Boat remained on 
surface for 40 minutes after attack.
(4) At 2255/1/1 Wellington L/172 claims straddle on U-Boat in 
45 degs. 30* N. 19 degs. 20’ W. U-Boat was still on surface 
half an hour later but at reduced speed.
(5) Wellington F/304 attacked inward bound U-Boat in 45 degs. 55' 
N . 7 degs. 55* W at 0012/3/1. Depth charges straddled and large
explosion reported to have occurred five seconds after explosion 
of last depth-charge.
(6) At 0015/3/1 inward bound U-Boat was attacked by Liberator 
C/224 in 46 degs. 39’ N. 9 degs. 44’ W. Straddle claimed but
no results observed owing to darkness.
(D.A.U.D. 041716Z to Cominch, Gomnaveu, B.A.D., N.S.H.Q.)

EMPIRE
HOUSMAN.

Gasualties and defects.
A/G reports.
(R.A.F. Iceland, 040125A and 041820A to H.Q.C.C.)

My 011045. Postponed further 24 hours owing to 
weather.
(F.O.I.G.Harwich, 041741A to C. in C. Nore.)

Sailed CYGNET for A/S exercise proceeding 
Greenock on completion. E.T.A. 0900/5th.
CYGNET has found erosion of inlet ends of 
starboard condenser approx. 80 ferrules.
(WESTERN ISLES, 041101A to F.0.I.G.Greenock.)

In view of defects you should arrive Greenock as soon as possible 
(G. in C. W.A. 041903A to CYGNET)

GAUVERY. CAUVERY reports that his ship requires docking
on return to U.K. to examine stabilizer. A 
brackets and leaks in starboard diesel oil fuel 
is sink s •
(E.g T4, 041603A to C. in C. W-A.)

PRINCE ROBERT. Intend PRINCE ROBERT to clean boilers commencing
5th to complete at 4 hours notice by 0800A/13th 
January.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 041736 to G* in C. W.A.)

WORCESTER.

CYGNET.
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S t r a g g l e r s .

S h i p p i n g  and C o n v o y s .

S t r a g g l e r s  R e tu r n  Week 0 9 1 5 /4 t h  J a n u a r y .  
0 . N .2 1 7 .
PEREGRINE WHITE I n s u f f i c i e n t  B a l l a s t .  H eavy

CAIRNE3K
CANADA

ABIEL POSTER

ROGER GRISWOLD

WILLIAM M 
MEREDITH 

FERDINAND0 
GORGES 

GEORGE
CHAMBERLAIN 

S . L . 142 
HIP IRS SWALE

w e a t h e r .
H eavy  w e a t h e r .  L o s t  c o n v o y .  
H eavy w e a t h e r .  S /S  u n m an ageab le  
b e i n g  l i g h t .
H eavy  w e a t h e r .  S p ru n g  P l a t i n g  
a m id s h ip s .  H ove t o  12 h o u r s .  
H eavy  w e a t h e r .  B a l l a s t  s h i f t e d .  
L o s t  C on v o y .
H eavy w e a t h e r .  H ove t o  f o r  12 
h o u r s  s p ru n g  p l a t i n g  a m id s h ip s .  
L i g h t  s h ip  h e a v y  w e a th e r  u n a b le  
t o  m a in t a in  s p e e d .
Heavy weather. Sprung amidship s .

I n s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l  t o  p r o c e e d  t o
L och  Ewe.

Cracked Cylinder line .
B oiler trouble and weather.
Heavy weather. Excessive poundin

0 .  S . 6 3 /K .M . S . 3 7 .  
BELNOR
EMPIRE THACKERY
L . S . T . 3 5
U . C . 9 .
EL ORISNTE

0 . N .2 1 3 .
EMPIRE DUCHESS

EMPIRE W.
SCRIPP3.

O .N . S .2 6  
EMPIRE 

MOORHEN
( N .C .S . O . C l y d e ,

Heavy weather, 
maintain speed. 
Condensor.
Heavy weather, 
tain speed. 
Heavy weather, 
tain speed.

U n a b le  t o  
L e a k in g

U n a b le  t o  m a in -  

U n a b le  t o  m a in -

U n a b le  t oAuxiliary defects, 
maintain speed. 

040915A to A dint y.)

My 222 258  D ecem ber  t o  Adm ty. o n l y .
( 1 )  I t  i s  in t e n d e d  t o  p a y  o f f  and r e l i e v e  b y  
new c o n s t r u c t i o n  c e r t a i n  s h ip s  in  my command.
( 2 )  The p r i n c i p l e s  w h ich  I  in t e n d  t o  a d o p t  in  
r e f o r m i n g  t h e  g r o u p s  a r e  a s  f o l l o w s  -
( a )  G rou p s  B 1 t o  B 7 ,  39 and 40  t o  c o n s i s t  o f

4  d e s t r o y e r s  a n d / o r  f r i g a t e s  and 5 c o r v e t t e s  a p i e c e .
( b )  R e l i e f s  f o r  s h i p s  in  g r o u p s  B .3  and  40  t o  b e  M arim tim e 
F r i g a t e s .  The r e m a in in g  c l o s e  e s c o r t  g r o u p s  t o  c o n t a i n  b o th  
t u r b o - e l e c t r i c  and d i e s e l  C a p t a i n s .
( c )  Support groups to consist of 6 ships apiece.
( d )  4 V /W *s t o  relieve t h e  4 Esses in  Group 2 1 .
( 4 )  ( 2 )  T e n t a t i v e  a r r a n g e m e n ts  f o r  p a y in g  o f f  and r e l i e f s  a r e  
a s  f o l l o w s .  D e t a i l s .
(C .  in C. W. A. 041108A to Admty.)

R e f e r e n c e  A . L .  M /O .D . 1 3 7 3 /4 3  o f  D ecem ber 1 1 t h  and my 
0 4 1 1 0 8 .  F o l l o w i n g  a r e  t e n t a t i v e  p r o p o s a l s  f o r  r e l i e f  o f  one 
3 d e s t r o y e r  F l o t i l l a  a t  G i b r a l t a r  and f o r m a t i o n  o f  2 new s u p p o r t

Escort and
Support
Groups.

groups / . . .
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S h ip p in g  and C onvoys.

Support 
G roups. 
(C on td .)

E scort  and ? roups in  my Command.
A) Group 1 BULLEN, FITZROY, BYRON, CONN, GOODSON, 

K2MPTH0RHE Ready 1 st M arch.
(B) 13 D .F. CRANTOUN, DEANS, SKINS, IAS'S ON,
PASLEY N. HOSTE. Ready A p r i l  1 s t .
(C) Group 5, CUBITT, CURZON, REDMILL, DAKINS, 
LOSING, LOUIS, ready A p r il  1 s t .
(C. in C. W.A. 041111A to  Admljj)

K .X .13 A dm ira lty  311315.uin±x eix u i i u i u  • m y  i - o o t o  •
Amend s a i l in g  date t o  January 7 th .
D e l  et e MEADOWSWEET .
in c. W.A. 0417S5A to  F .O .I.C.M ilfo r d  Haven)

311315. My 012348.

0 .N .2 1 8 . I f  convoy  not th rea ten ed  fo l lo w in g  movements a re  
to  take p la ce  at daybreak tom orrow. ‘

GLENARM to  p art company and re tu rn  by r e v e rse  
rou te  o f  con voy  at econ om ica l speed t o  R/V w ith

rem ainder o f  B . l  E.G.
(2 ) NENE, TWEED and WASKESIU i f  com pleted w ith  f u e l  p a rt company 
and p roceed  a t econ om ica l speed toward 044 degs. N. 020 d eg s . W. 
I f  n ot com pleted  w ith f u e l  remain with 0 .N .21 8  u n t i l  f u e l l e d  and 
then p roceed  as above.
(3 ) S .O . 6th E.G. t o  re p o rt  a c t io n  taken .
(C. in C. W.A. 041756Z t o  NENE, TWEED, GLENARM, WASKESIU)

0 .3 .6 4 /  On com p letion  o f  d e fe c t s  p.m. tomorrow req u est
you s a i l  EDMUNDSTON, LUNENBURG, SNOWBERRY and 
CAMROSE to  jo in  and sup port 0 .S ./6 4 /K .M .S . 38. 
(C* in C* W.A. 041757Z t o  C ore. D. h*A. )

c/
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LUGANO.
North Atlantic.
Leaves Marseilles about 6th for Gib.
My 291112 Dec.
(F.O.G.N.A., 01+01 57A to 10th S.F.,CASABLANCA, 
PROTEE, ARETHUSE (R) Capt.(S) 10th).

STORM At 0230 i+th one merchant ship illuminated as 
hospital ship P.C. and S 039 degs. 5*+' N. 010 
degs. 50* W. 345 degs. 11+ knots.
(P.233) STORM, 01+0307 to F.O.C. Gib. (R) K.11+).

GENERAL A.E. 
ANDERSON.

My 0311+57. Sailed 01+08U5A local escort until 
dark.
(C.M.S.F. 01+0820Z to P.D. Norfolk).

COTILLION Your 031251A+ No temporary repairs are being 
effected at Ponta Delgada allowing boiler 
pressure 120 pounds speed 6 knots. Further sig
nal will be made.
(B.S.N.O. Azores, 01+091+8 to Admty. (R) N.C.S.O. 
Ponta Delgada, C. in C.W.A., F.O.G.M.A.).
+ Will COTILLION be operational by 1 5 th Jan.

13th D.F. Six improved Captains class frigates would be 
welcomed suggest BRILLIANT and VANOC be remaining 
two destroyers of 13th D.F.
(2) Shore supply can be obtained temporarily

"by borrowing 175 kilowatt l+OO volt three phase fifty cycle diesel 
generator which will develop 1+500 volts but not sixty cycles. 
F.O.C. Gib. 15113*+ Oct. + (N.T. in W.D.) re supply of generators. 
(3) Twenty knot type not considered acceptable A.M. 011315 / 
refers.
(P.O.G.M.A. 01+1215A to Admty.,C. in C. Med. (R) C. in C.W.A.).
+ Re provision of steam and electric power at Fleet Maintenance 
Eases.
/ Re intention to relieve 6 Destroyers of 13th D.F. with Captain 
Class Frigates.

CONQUEROR A.M. 122255 Oct. (N.T. in W.D.). CONQUEROR 
unsuitable.
(2) Following are estimated dates of arrival at
Gib. and A/S vessels (ex B.E.Cs.):-

(a) A.M. 301130/0ct. (N.T. in W.D.) KILBIRNIE end January. 
KILBRIDE end Feb.
(b) A.M. 301223/0ct. (N.T. in W.D.) KILMARNOCK (ex B.E.C.11) 
early March. Others at fortnightly intervals.
(D.O.D.(f ), 01+1315A to F.O.G.M.A. Info. C. in C. Med.).
Re the re-arming of A/3 Yacht CONQUEROR being investigated with 
a view to her re-allocation to Gibraltar.

BLACKFLY A.M. 2215l+5/Dec.+ C. in C.W.A. 021153/Jan./ and 
031321/Jan / (none to all addresses). Intend 
sailing BLACKFLY 1700Z/6th to Azores. Fighter 
protection.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool OA+1659A to S.B.N.O. Azores.). 
+ M/S. / Re dates of arrivals of COTILLION etc. 

Re route for BLACKFLY, CAPE PALLISSR and
K i ng s t o n a g a t e ). /o .s .63...
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North Atlantic. - Contd.
O.S.63 Request you will relax R/T restrictions in 0.S.63

as soon as you consider this prudent.
C. in C.W.A. 080859/Nov. refers.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 0U1725A to F.O.G.M.A. Info. C. in C. 
W.A.).

CHANTICLEER To he paid off on*22nd Nov. Radar equipment to 
he removed and utilised as hase spares.
A.M. 151U05A Dec. refers.
(A.C.N.S.(H), 01+1733A to S.3.N.O. Azores, B.N.A. 
Lisbon, S.B.N.O. Horta, F.O.G.M.A., C. in C.W.A., 
C. in C. Med.).

Azores ROXBOROUGH and N.S. ST. ALBANS sailed from Horta
movements. 02+1632Z.(S.B.N.O. Azores, 02+1937Z, F.O.G.M.A.).

South Atlantic.
PORTSDOWN, Arrival Pointe Noire 0700Z/2+th PORTSDOWN
ALSACE. escorting Cable Ship ALSACE. Proceeding 1000Z

to repair cable to north of Pointe Noire.
Probable duration 2+8 hours.
(B.N.L.O. Pointe Noire, 02+092+5A to N.O.I.C.W.Af.).

Poor visibility, flying impracticable. Am 
proceeding to position Z. 005 degs. 00’ N. 030 
degs. 00’ W. Thence 339 degs. 15 knots until 
visibility improves. Continuing patrol on this 
line. E.T.A. position Z. 1800Z.
(CORFU, 02+1231Z to F.O.C.W.Af. (R) Admty. , 
CILICIA).

Your 02+1231 return and maintain patrol line ordered in ray 
291229 Dec. not to CILICIA except for intercepting enemy. Your 
movement and break of wireless silence was unjustified

(N.O.I.C.W.Af., 02+1653Z to CORFU, (R) Admty. CILICIA).

CORFU,
Narrows
Patrol.
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Employment 
of Italian 
Battleships•

Mediterranean.
I visited the Italian Admiral today and told him 
a battleship was required for service.' He assumed 
she would take part in the War and I did not dis
illusion him. He said there is little to choose 
between DUInlO and DORIA but as the former is 
Flagship he suggested DORIA.
2* Reply to para. 2 of your 011202* will follow. 
(V.A*Malta 041001 to C. in C.Med. (R) Aamty. 
F.O.T.A.L.I.)
* Requesting one CAVOUR Class battleships be 
proposed.

RAMILIES
special
convoy.

V* R. to A*M. 031944A, please arrange in agreement 
with C* in C.Med. for maximum number of ships of 
over 15 knots from both Eastern and Western Med. 
which can be embarked to capacity in time with 
personnel for U.K. only to sail with this escort. 
(D.S.T. 041022A to P.3.T.O.M.E. P.S.T.O.Med.
£r ) C« in C.Med. F.O.L.E.M.)

Force P* Suez 4th arrival H.N.M.3. JACOB VAN HEEMSKERCK.
(3.N.O.R.3.C.A. 0411243.)

X.I.F.7. Escorts as in F.O.L.E.M’s 312031 Dec. and C. in
C.Med.'s 011049 Jan. (N.T. in W.D.) plus KANARIS 
until relieved by MIA0ULE3 repairing.
(R.A.Alex. 041137.)

ULTIMATUM. Intend sailing from Malta at 1001A/7th for (?3irte
to arrive 035s 49* 015° 0 6 ’ DJ. 1358/7th thence 
proceeding independently on the surface to 034° 43' 
020° 02' at 2001/8th thence diving by day to 034° 
15' 025° 01' at 2010A/10th for pnward routeing to 

Beirut by Capt. 3*1. 3.0.A. 200 miles every 24 hours vhien on the
surface during daylight and 120 miles every 24 hours when dived 
by day*
2* 201 Group is requested to arrange total and submerged bombing 
restrictions as requisite for above route.
(3.0. 3/i«is. Malta 041214 to C. in C.Med. C. in C.Levant, V.A.Malth 
Capt. £3 • 10 , Capt. o #l 9 3-• N • 0• o• N.O.I.C* Tobrux, 201 N .G .G^oupy 
212 Group y 235 Wing, 247 Wing, Fighter Sectors bet’/veen Alex, and 
Benghazi, (R) Admty. R.A.Alex. F.C.G.M.A. 201 Group, 248 Y/ing, 
Cmdr. M/S ULTIMATUM.)

LS CURIE. Gale warning from North Y/est. Return to Maddalena
with M.L. 575 if possible before dark otherwise 
shelter in Olbia. Acknowledge.
(Capt. 3.10, 041230 to P.67 (LE CURIE).)

/SICKLE. ..
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SICKLE
defect-

Store carrier 
syste m.

HOLCOMBE, 
TYKEDALE , 
sunk 12 th 

Dec. 1943, 
Technical 
aspects of 
loss.

PENN.

E.T.A. Tobruk
(PENN 042009A

UNSEEN.

JACOB VAN 
HEEM3KE RCK.

74
4.1.1944. 
Tuesday-

FOR- .IGN STATIONS •

Mediterranean - Contd.
Starboard forward main motor Armature in SICKLE 
i3 partially burnt out and must be renewed. 
Nearest spare Armature understood to be at Gib. 
but D.E.E. is requested to confirm.
2* Propose SICKLE proceeds to Gib. for renewal 
of Armature there*(3.1 041246B to F.O.L.E.. (R) D.E.E. F.O.S. C. i
C-Med. S.O. 3/Ms* Gib. F.O.G.M.A*^

Advocating reinstitution of Store Carrier System 
for transporting Admiralty cargo between U.K. and 
Mediterranean ports.3. Consider possible losses by enemy action to 
stores carried in one bottom preferable to the 
certain losses which now occur through present 
method of shipping and handling.
(C. in C.Med. 041609.)

A.F.O. 3700/40* HOLCOMBE and TYNEDALE both tor
pedoed and sunk 12th Dec. whilst hunting U-Boat. 
All fit survivors discharged to U.K. in S3.
TRANTO in M.K.F.27.
2. Loss of these two ships almost certainly due to 
attack by U/B using ’'Gnat" torpedoes.
3* While the facts concerning the loss of these 
ships are clearly established an enquiry into the 
technical aspects in U.K. appears desirable*
(C» in C.Med. 041701A to Aamty. )
* Losses of H.M.Ships - Investigations.
(N.L. 3467/40. 3.10.1940.)

Rapidly losing lubricating oil. May have to stop 
the ship. Request tug may be sent forthwith or 
vessel with lubricating oil. Will remain on route 
ordered and go as far as possible.
(PENN 041741A to F.O.E.M. (R) Capt. F. R.A.Alex.)

2200 tonight.
to 3.N.O.Cyrenaica, (R) F.O.E.M.)

At 2100 my P.C. and 3. 041° 27' 008° 22' 260° 3£ 
knots* Intend regaining ordered route at 3 knot-s 
while diving tomorrow. Will make further signal 
when weather moderates.
(P.51 (UNSEEN) 042108 to Capt. 3*10, F.O.G.M.A. 
(R) 10th 3/M F.)

Is to join your Command temporarily until her refx 
in U.K. can be arranged.
(A.C.N.3. (F) 042310A to C. in C.Med. (R) C- in 
C • E • F • (3 • iij. A. C • ) F* 0 .  L«E*  k*  V. a • Malt a , F.O.J.ivi.A. B.D.Z. B«A.D» )

/HALLAREN.••
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?$
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Tuesday.

M ed iterran ean  -  Contd.

Sw edish Government in t im a te  th a t  s a f e  conduct 
v e s s e l  HALLAREN w i l l  s a i l  from P ir a e u s  a t  1800 
hours l o c a l  time 10th  f o r  V enice by s ta n d a r d  ro u te .  
4 .  R equest you w i l l  in form  a i r  and o th e r  a u th o r i
t i e s  concerned.
( Hd. o f  Jvi* 1. 042344A to  P.O.L.iij.M. V • A • M a it a > I n f  o. 
C. in  C.Med. )
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.

K.15. Intend to s a il  D.S»K.15 0630Z/6th to  comply with
C.T.F.71*a 271537. 3 .0 .A. 8 knots.
2* S/M w il l  reconnoitre Benkolen 15th thence pro
ceeding along coast to patrol o f f  Sunda S tra its" 

from 18th to 22nd Jan. Christmas Island, 25th Jan. and passing 
through position  015° 00' 3. 109° 00* E. 1600/27th thence pro
ceeding d irec t to Exmouth Gulf to arrive  2300Z/29th.
3. K.15 has been ordered to report her E.T.A. at Exmouth Gulf on 
crossing 015° 00* S. i f  i t  should d i f fe r  by more than 2 hours

from 2300Z/29th.
4. K*15 w il l  s h ift  from broadcast NU. to be lls  at 2300Z/13th.
(3 .0 . S/M Colombo 040305Z to C. in C.E.F. (S .E .A.C .) C .T .F .71,
(R) Cmdr. 7th F lee t, Capt. 3.4, F.O.C.W.Australia, B.3.0. A.C.N.B. 
Admty. M.C.A.)

Attack on 
U/B assess
ment.

A.M. 091345 July 1942* A. E.F.22. B. 1712Z/l0th 
Dec. 1943. C. KHYBER. D. 018° 33' N. 070° 49' E. 
E. I .  F. N il.
(N.O .I.C . Diego Suarez 040324Z to Admty.)

U/B d is 
position.

Bi-weekly U-Boat d isposition  No. 14. 
(C- in C.E.F. 040325Z.)

A.B. 26B. Escort TEVIOT, ASTER. 
(N.C.3 .0 .Aden 040417Z.)

A.N.D. Now that A.P. P.A. convoys have been re institu ted
f it t e d  ships. instructions in my 290345 and 290347 are intended 

to apply to independently routed ships.
(C. in C.E.F. 040557Z to Cmdre. i/c Aden, S.N.O. 
P.G. (R) Admty. N .O .I.C . Hormuz.)

ROBERT F. 1. U«3. ROBERT F.HOKE was abandoned by her crew
HOKE. a fte r  being torpedoed on 28th Dec. Crew reached

Mansira Island and came by U.S.Air Line to Aden.
2* R.F.HOKE was found d e re lic t on 30th 20 miles 
east o f Has Madraka and f i r s t  taken in tow by 

EMPIRE BOMBARDIER. On a rr iva l of H.M.Tug MASTERFUL tow was trans
ferred  on 3rd January and EMPIRE BOMBARDIER proceeded on her 
voyage.
3. Intend to return ship to her Master on a rr iva l at Aden on his 

signing a statement he resumes Command without prejudice to
salvage claims.
4. Request instructions as to whether a claim fo r  salvage should 
be entered on behalf of Admiralty.
5. A ll going w ell R.F.HOKE should reach Aden on 9th.
(Com. Aden 040921Z to C. in C.E.F. (R) Admty.)

B.P.10bB. B.P.105B escorted by TRAVANCORE arrived at 1120Z.
(N.C.3 .0 .Hormuz 041455Z.)

/Aden..•
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FOREIviU STATIONS.

East In d ies  -  Contd.

D epartures TEVIOT and ASTER. in  company. 
A r r iv a ls  STONEHENGE (P .2 3 2 ) ,TRUCULENT (P .3 1 5 ). 
(Com. Aden 0 4 170 4Z .)

Your 281206 Dec. and 290552 Dec.^
Request in fo rm a tio n  may be s ig n a l le d  g iv in g  typ es 
and o f f i c i a l  numbers o f  Landing C ra ft  embarked in  
la n d in g  sh ip s  o f  F orce  G. A.M* 171746 Nov. 

Landing C ra ft  Message r e f e r s .
(D .O .D .(F ) 041938A to  C. in  C -E-F. I n fo . F .O .L .E . 
j?. 0 - F orce  P. )
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America & West Indies.
ARETHUSA. Departed. My 292000ZCape Henry 0005Z/4th.

(P.D. Norfolk 040112.)

BARDALAND, Swedish Government intimate safe conduct vessel
JANARA. BARDALAND will sail from Salonika at 0800/7th and

that safe conduct vessel JANARA will sail from 
Piraeus at 0800/10th, both proceeding by standard 
routes to R/V in 34° 50.5* N. 26° 38' E. at 1100 

hours 11th, thence proceeding in company to St.Johns by standard 
route. Above are local times. Request you will inform air and 
other authorities concerned.
(Hd. of M.I. 040329A to Connav, F.O.L.E.M., N.S.H.Q., C. in C.Med. 
V.A. Malta, C. in C. C.N.A., P.O.G.M.A., S.B.N.0.Azores, P.O.West 
Med.)

CYRUS Cable repairs effected. Escorting CYRUS FIELD to
FIELD. 042° 06’ N. 068° 20' W. thence 274° to Cape Cod.

(BAYFIELD 040331Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)

N.S.H.Q.
S/M. attack 
and sighting 
summary.

All times Z. This is N. S.H.Q’s. first attack and 
sighting summary since my 0503 of 14th Nov.
Para.A. H.M. C. ship obtains Radar contact in 
46.34 N. 46.16 W. at 2319/2nd Jan. Contact lost 
2334. Underwater explosion, believed torpedo, at 
2341.
(N.S.'h .Q. 040454Z.)

U/B.
sweep. Have swept area 044° W.to 047° W. 046° N. to 047° 

N. nothing to report. Am sweeping area N. of 047° 
N. P.C. and S. at 040730 047° 15' N. 046° 35' W. 
090° 12.
(ST. LAURENT 040730Z to F.O.N.F. (R) C. in C. 
C.N.A., N.S.H.Q., MATANE.)

MCLELLAN
CREEK.
H a l t3" Report.

Following has been read:- KCWV SSSS 33.20 N. 
69.45 W. S/M. sighted,we attacking.
(Halifax T.O.R. 041026P to Admty., C. in C.W.A.)

'7ARSPITE. Reply to B.A.M.R's 241954Z/Dec. re modernisation.
(Controller 041215A).

Russian 
A.M. and 
S.C.

Your 302149, A.M. 312115 Dec. and A.M. 312126 Dec. 
Owing to the necessity for planning onward passage 
of these vessels from U.K. to North Russia request 
you will report likely sailing date from Miami.
(D.O.D. (h ) 041228A to B.A.D. Info., C. in C.H.F.)

/HALIFAX..
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America & West Indies - Contd.
HALIFAX. Request HALIFAX may be detached from Group C.3

when operationally convenient to rejoin Group C.l 
at sea.
(F.O.N.F. 041333Z to C. in G.W.A.)

S/M. (N.S.H.Q. 041414Z, Cominch 041555Z.)
Estimates.

TARBELL. Refer to this as 041132Z from U.S.S. TARBELL
action C. in G. Lant. Departed for position 034° 
34’ N. 054° 22’ W. 2230Z/3. Destination Horta. 
(Radio Washington 041600Z to Admty., N.O.I.C. 
Horta.)

KEATS. Upon completion availability about 6 Jan. sail
KEATS Boston direct to Argentia for inclusion by 
C. in G. C.N.A. as additional escort to U.K. 
Advise routeing instructions.
(Gominch 041628 to C.E.S.F.)

ADHERENT. Your 031844. Concur if ADHERENT is considered
ready to undertake immediate Atlantic Escort duty 
under G. in G.W.A. without refit'. Request 
confirmation.
(Gapt. in Charge Rescue Tugs 041652A to F.O.N.F. 
info.', G. in G.W.A., F.O.I.C. Greenock, N.O.I.G. 
Campbeltown.)

Convoy 26 ships arrived New York. First arrival 030004Z
O.N.216. last arrival 041957Z. All accounted for.

(P.D. New York 042054Z.)

RIO GRANDE 
sunk.
S/M. attack 
and sighting 
summary.

All times Z. Para.A. U.S.S. OMAHA and U.S.S. 
(JBOUETT sank unidentified Blockade runner. 0641 S. 
25.36 W. 041126. Para.C. MACLELLAN CREEK reports 
sighting S/M. Area 33.20 N. 69.45 W. about 041230 
probably friendly S/M. Para.D. Transient A/G. 
sights S/M. course 275 repeats course 275 0705 S.

/24...
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RIO GRANDE 24.35 W. 041205. Admiralty Pass to Coranaveu
sunk. and H.Q.C.C.
S/M. attack (Cominch 042159.)
and sighting
summary.

LORD 042210 arrival CARAQUET screening LORD KELVIN.
KELVIN. (C.O.P. Halifax 042210Z.)

R.C.N.Frigate Suggest consideration be given to allocating an
Group C.l. R.C.N. Frigate converted as in para.2 of your

191450 Oct. 43 to C.l Group. In order to provide 
ship with suitable accommodation for S.O. Group 
when ASSINIBOINE proceeds to refit.
(F.O.N.F. 042232 to C. in C. C.N.S. (R) Admty., 
N.S.H.Q. )

PICUDA. Amend my 041559. (N.T. in W.D.) PICUDA in bad
weather reports 041900 position 032° 40’ N. 069° 
45* W. course (?182°) (?detached). Speed 5 knots 
(Commander U.S. Fleet 042243 to All Commands 
concerned with S/M. reports in Atlantic between 
25° N. and 40° N. W. of 26° W. less Sea Frontier. )

H.X. 271. Average speed 9.6 knots. Off Oversay at 18303/28
December. All arrived.
(D.T.D. C42325A.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions. 
(D.D.I.C. 041349A.)

Submarines Attacked.
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O p e r a t i o n
" S t o n e w a l l "

A t l a n t i c  
A / 3  O pera 
t i o n s *

S3* BURGEELAND 
sunk*

II
5 . 1 * 1 9 4 4 *
Wednesday*

3 ITUATION REPORT.

Home Oommands*

1 .  ( a ) .  In  v i  :W o f  t h e  im p ro v e d  s i t u a t i o n  i n  t h e  
B i s c a y  a r e a  s i n c e  2 8 t h  Decem ber  t h e  A d m i r a l t y  have 
t o d a y  a p p r o v e d  G* i n  C . H . F ' s  s u g g e s t i o n  o f  t h e  3 r d  
January  t h a t  t h e  d e s t r o y e r s  i n  the F o r c e  t o  be  
s t a t i o n e d  a t  P ly m o u th  f o r  O p e r a t i o n  " S t o n e w a l l "  
s h o u l d  be r e d u c e d  i n  number f r o m  e i g h t  t o  f i v e .

( b )  . ATHABA3KAN and ASHANTI a r e  t o  j o i n  the  P l y 
mouth F o r c e  s h o r t l y  f r o m  S c a p a ;  and IROQUOIS,
HAIDA and HURON on a b o u t  t h e  1 0 t h  J a n u a r y .

( c )  . C. i n  C .W .A .  i n t e n d s  NENE, TWEED and WA3KE3IU 
o f  E . G . 6  t o  o p e r a t e  a g a i n s t  U - B o a t s  i n  t h e  Bay o f  
B i s c a y  f r o m  tom orrow  t o  th e  w e s t w a r d  o f  0 2 0 °  W.

2* 215 h e a v y  b om bers  o f  th e  8 t h  U . 3 .  A i r  F o r c e  o u t  
o f  520 d e s p a t c h e d  a t t a c k e d  K i e l  t o d a y *  Ten a r e  
m i s s i n g .  B e tw e e n  34 and 40  enemy a i r c r a f t  w e re  
d e s t r o y e d .

3* Bomber Command a i r c r a f t  l a i d  84 m ines  o f f  
B i s c a y  p o r t s  l a s t  n i g h t .

N o r t h  A t l a n t i c .

4 .  In  o r d e r  t o  a v o i d  p o s s i b l e  d u p l i c a t i o n  o f  e f f o r t  
and t o  p r e v e n t  e m b a r r a s s i n g  B r i t i s h  f o r c e s  en g a g e d  
i n  A / 3  o p e r a t i o n s  s h o u l d  o p e r a t i o n s  r e q u i r e  i t  t o  
p r o c e e d  e a s t  o f  2 0 °  W* Cominch has d i r e c t e d  0* i n  
C*Lant  as a n o r m a l  p r a c t i c e  t o  c o n f i n e  C*V*E. 
o p e r a t i o n s  when e a s t w a r d  o f  t h e  A z o r e s  t o  t h e  a r e a  
s o u t h  o f  4 0 °  N.

S o u t h  A t l a n t i c *

5* ( a ) .  C*T*F* 41  (U*3* c r u i s e r  OilAHA and U * 3 » d e s — 
t r o y e r  JOUETT) a t  19552  t o d a y  i n t e r c e p t e d  a 
b l o c k a d e  r u n n e r  s u b s e q u e n t l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as 33 .  
BURGENLAND i n  0 7 . 2 9  3 .  2 5 . 3 7  W« ( a b o u t  640 m i l e s  
n o r t h  w e s t  o f  A s c e n s i o n  I s l a n d . )  The s h i p  s e t  
f i r e  t o  and s c u t t l e d  h e r s e l f ,  and  was s h e l l e d  and

/ s u n k * . *
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33. BURGENLAND 
sunk.
(C on td .)

Mersa Matruh.

A d r ia t ic .

Convoys.

■ t

U/Bs o f f  
coasts o f  
Arabia  and 
Ind ia .

MOST SECRET.

SITUATION REPORT.

5.1.1944. 
Wednesday.

South A t la n t ic .

sunk by the U .3 .Ships*

(b ) .  A l l  l i k e l y  blockade runners from the Far 
East o ther than tankers are now accounted fo r .

Mediterranean.

6. The Naval Base at Mersa Matruh was closed down 
today ana naval f a c i l i t i e s  w i l l  no longer e x is t  
at the t)C)r t .

7. An attempted landing by the Germans on Hvar 
Is land  o f f  the coast o f  Yu gos lav ia , today f a i l e d  
on account o f  adverse weather.

East In d ie s .

8 * ( a ) «  To meet the present U-Boat th rea t  on the 
south eoast o f Arabia the Persian Gulf to Aden and 
beyond convoys (P .A / A .P . )  are being re in s t i tu te d  
today; ship3 f o r  these convoys have been held 
since 1st January.

(b ) .  One submarine un fixed  may be south west o f  
Capetown bound eastward. She could reach the 
Durban area by 10th January and be south o f  Mada
gascar fou r  days la t e r .  Accord ing ly , on 3rd Jan. 
C. in  C«3.A. proposed to C. in  C.E.F. that the 
K i l in d in i  to Durban convoys (K.D/D.K.) should be 
resumed fo rth w ith .

9 . ( a ) .  33. 3AMARINBA, Hobart f o r  Bombay, reported  
s ig h t in g  a submarine at 0551 G.M.T. in  13.37 N.
57. 34 E.

(b ) .  The small tanker TARENTUM, Abadan f o r  Khor 
Kuwai and Colombo, reported  s igh t in g  a submarine 
in  10.00 N. 75.50 E. a t 1500Z today. The tanker 
escaped.
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War D ia ry . W ednesday.
3ITU.1 TIQI'i ASPORT.

A u s t r a l i a  & New Z e a la n d .

10 . A U .S .N avy  C a ta l i n a  sa n k  a sm a ll  f r e i g h t e r  a t  dawn to d a y , 25 m ile s  n o r th  o f Madang*

>
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War Diary.

5 . 1 . 1944.Wednesday
HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Destroyers 
for Force 
at

Your 031813+ para.2. Approved. 
(A.C.N.S.H., 051719A to C. in C.H.F.). 
+ Most Secret.

Plymouth.

Operations.
Operation
"F.W."

J.W.56A.
Cancel my 301452 December.
Close escort CYGNET S.O., INCONSTANT, 

DIANELLA, POPPY.
(3) Local escort WALLFLOWER, BORAGE.

(4) (A) CYGNET, INCONSTANT are to arrive Loch Ewe before dark 
11th and are to come under orders of C. in C.H.F. on arrival.
(B) DIANELLA, POPPY are to sail from Londonderry, a.m. 12th 
to overtake convoy as ordered by C. in C.H.F.
(C) WALLFLOWER, BORAGE are at Loch Ewe.
(C. in C.W.A., 05004SA to C. in C.H.F., C.S.1.).

Following is Operation "F.W." Object, passage of convoy 
J.W.56A, J.W.56B, R.A.56A, R.A.56B to and from North Russia.
(2) D day is day J.W.56A sails from Loch Ewe and will be 12th 
January unless otherwise ordered. J.W.56B sails on day plus 7 .
(3) Routes are being signalled separately. Enemy information 
is being sent S.O. of certain forces only.
(4) Forces taking part.
(A) Local escort for all convoys. 2 escorts from W.A. and 2 of 
M.S.F.18th.
(B) Through escort for J.W. and R.A.56A, CYGNET (S.O.)., 
INCONSTANT, DIANELLA, POPPY.
(C) Through escort for J.W. and R.A.56B. 4 escorts detailed
by C. in C.W.A.
(D) K/S of M/S Flotilla first as follows. SEAGULL with J.W.56B 
HALCYON and HUSSAR with R.A.56A and B respectively.
(E) Destroyer escort J.W. and R.A.56A. HARDY (Captain D.26) 
VENUS, VIGILANT, VIRAGO, OBDURATE, OFFA, SAVAGE, STORD.
(F) Destroyer escort J.W. and R.A.56B, MILNE, (Captain D.3.), 
MATCHLESS, MUSKETEER, METEOR, MAHRATTA, OPPORTUNE, SCOURGE.
(G) Cruiser cover force. Force 1 F.O.C. 1st C.S. in KENT, 
BERWICK, BERMUDA.
(H) Russian local escort as arranged by S.E.N.O. North Russia.
5« Preliminary movements. S.O. concerned ar»e to order prelim
inary movements as follows. N.O.I.C. Aultbea has asked that 
escort should arrive in daylight at Loch Ewe if possible. 
Reference para. (i+) above.
(A) Local escort for J.W. convoy to arrive Loch Ewe p.m. day 
minus 1 and day plus 6. Local escort for R.A. convoy to arrive 
(?corrupt group) Faeroes not less than 24 hours before convoy 
are due to pass Faeroes.
(B) And (C) to arrive Loch Ewe p.m. today minus 1 and day plus 6.
(D) As ordered R.A.D. and S.B.N.O. North Russia.
(E) And (f ) S.O. attend conference at Loch Ewe D day and day 
plus 7, then to Seidisfiord independently. Remaining destroyers 
to arrive Seidisfiord p.m. day plus 2 and day plus 9.
(g ) C.S.1 in KENT to attend conference at Loch Ewe D day, thento return Scapa.
6. Conduct of operations.
(A) J.W. 56 A and B are to sail p.m. D day and day plus 7

/respectively...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operation 
"F.W." 
(Contd.)

are to leave.

Operations.
respectively escorted by the through and local 
escort.
Ro\ate Red unless otherwise ordered. All ships are 
capable of 10 knots.
(B) Destroyers escort are to join J.W. convoy in 
approx, longitude 008 degs. W. when local escort 
After leaving and when in latitude Seidisfiord 

S.O. Local Escort is to report P.C.S. of convoy addressed Home 
Fleet Operational and Prefixed Immediate, Note: In order to 
assist J.W. convoy in making land fall off Vestrahorn S.O. 
Destroyer escort are to send 2 destroyers to meet convoy in the 
vicinity of position swept. After convoy has made its land fall 
these destroyers are to top up with fuel at Seidisfiord.
(C) Local Escort for R.A. convoy are to join in approximate 
latitude 063 degs. N. when destroyer escort will leave.
(D) Force 1 to proceed Scapa to cover J.W.56A between longitude 
019 degs. E. and 032 degs. E., then returning Akureyri. Subject 
to further enemy information Force 1 i6 to remain at Akureyri 
until R.A.56B crosses latitude 070 degs. N. C.S.1 may order local 
movements in Iceland area as he desires.
7. S.B.N.O. Polyarno is requested to sail R.A. convoy about 24 hours after arrival of each J.W., reporting expected T.O.S. 
as early as possible. P.oute "Blue” unless otherwise ordered.
8. Routes of all convoys may be altered by signal. New 
position may be ordered with reference to lettered positions on 
the route - e.g. 40 miles 090 degs. from Position F.
9. Movement on completion. Force 1 to return Scapa. Escort as 
ordered C. in C.W.A. and R.A.D.H.F.
10. Communications. Details.
(C) Convoy codewords J.W.56A "Polecat1; J.W.56B "Gosling", R.A.56A 
’'Baulk'; R.A.56B "Tictaa".
(C. in C.H.F., 050701A to H.F.).

eration "F.,W." Routes. Route "RedIf•A. 000 degs. Butt of Lewis 15.
B. 062 degs. 01 ’ North 014 degs. 01 ’ West
C. 064 degs. 01 * North 014 degs. 50’ WestD. 064 degs. 35’ North 013 degs. 30’ West
E. 064 degs. 53’ North 013 degs. 18’ WestF. 065 degs. 50* North 013 degs. 37’ WestG« 071 degs. 08’ North 000 degs. 01 ’ EastH. 074 degs. 01 * North 019 degs. 10’ EastJ. 074 degs. 01 ’ North 034 degs. 30’ EastK. 072 degs. 30’ North 037 degs. 30’ EastL. 070 degs. 25’ North 037 degs. 30’ EastBlue". Through position L,I K to M,

073 degs. 22’ North 032 degs. 40' EastN. 073 degs. 22’ North 020 degs. 01 ’ East0. 070 degs. 28’ North 003 degs. 10’ East
P. 062 degs. 15’ North 005 degs. 50’ West
Q. 059 degs. 24’ North 004 degs. 33* WestR. 058 degs. 56’ North 005 degs. 28’ West. in C. H.E’. 051009A to H.F.).

Intend following movements for ships of first M/S Flot.
(A) J.W.56B, SEAGULL. (b ) R.A.56a and B., HALCYON and HUSSAR respectively, HUSSAR to refit on arrival in U.K. (c) J.W.57 
JASON and SALAMANDER. (D) R.A.57 SPEEDWELL and GLEANER.(C. in C.H.F. 051304A to Admty.).

/Intend.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Intend sailing SAUMAREZ with SCOURGE in company 
0530A/6th. Routed through position MU, thence as 
in R.A.10th C.S. 291043 Dec. S.O.A. 25 knots 
to GG, then 20 knots adjusted as necessary for 
an E.T.A. Scapa 0700A/9th.
(S.B.NO. North Russia, 051705A to C. in C.H.P.).

My 01+1756Z.
Intend that NENE, TWEED and WASKESIU shall 
operate against U-boats in Bay of Biscay from 
p.m. 6th being possibly joined later by remainder 
of 6th E.G. In order to avoid duplication of 

effort and accidental encounter dtiring dark hours it is considered 
essential that separate area of operation should be laid down for 
this group and any U.S. escort carrier that may be operated in 
area.
(2) Propose therefore that 6th E.G. operate to Westward of 
020 degs. W. and U.S. carrier to Eastward of 19t degs. W. The 
Western area has been selected for 6th E.G. in order to facilitate 
air co-operation with Azores.
(C. in C.W.A., 050051A to Admty.).

C. in C.H.F. 031813 Para. A. ATHABASKAN delayed by defects 
will be sailed p.m. 8th.

(R.A.D., 0511+38A to C. in C. Plymouth).
C. in C.W.A. 050051A. Request you co-ouerate with these 

Naval Forces particularly at night within 60 miles R.F.43 degs.
N. 22 degs. W. now declared A one Area. This co-operation should 
be on as large a scale as possible bearing in mind however that 
from approximate p.m. 9th January your convoy commitments will 
require you to maintain maximum day and night effort'for three 
of four days.

(H.Q.C.C. 052000A to 21+7 Group).
Tunney Vessel position 1+7-58 N. 06.55 W. course 180 degs., 

speed 6 knots.
(A/C Duty’Pi, 052135 to 19 Group).
Five unidentified ships. Alighted waiting for orders.
(A/C Duty ’G ’, 0521140ft to 19 Group).
Course 210 degs., 2000 tons.
(A/C Duty ’B', 05211+OA to 19 Group).
Position of enemy 1+6.1+2 N. 05*38 W.
(A/C Duty 'G' to 19 Group T.O.R. 052147).

Coastal (C. in C. Plymouth, 051326a ). (C. in C. Portsmouth
Force 051430A). (N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 052048).
Patrols.

S/M. Positions of submarines at 0800A/6 and movements
Patrols. for following 24 hours.

(A) SEANYMPH on patrol vicinity 67 degs. N. 012 
degs. E.
(B) STRATAGEM, TAKU, UNSWERVING, SPITEFUL 

on patrol as in my 041714.
(C) SCEPTRE 63 degs. 05* N. 02 degs. 20’ a, through 62 degs. 01* 
N. 001 degs. 00’ E. for Lerwick probably on the surface 10 knots.
(D) SYRTIS vicinity Muckle Flugga from northeastward probably 
on the surface for Lerwick 10 knots.
(F.O.S. 051529 to Admty.).

War Diary.

Operation 
”F.W.” 
(Contd.).

Operation
"Stonewall”

/Operation...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operation
"Crux"

Operations - Contd.
Fishing Vessel expect to reach R/V position 
given in your operation order before dark 6th Jan. weather permitting. My 01+2256 and your 
051530 refer.(F.O.S., 051919A to SEANYMPH).

RosythCommand.

Mining.
From 1st October to 31st December 1943> the following stranded and Drifting Mines have been 
dealt with in this Command. Details.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 051430 to Admty.).

Casualties and Defects.

EMPIREHOUSMAN.
My 032117. EMPIRE HOUSMAN is still afloat. EARNER and FUSILIER endeavouring to take her in 
tow. ELM is returning to Reykjavik with 
survivors.(A.C.I.C. 050053A to Aaraty.).

L.C.T.468 L.C.T.468 with no R/T or W/T, straggler from 
L.C.T. Flotilla, was last reported off Campbeltown proceeding Lamlash about 1430 Jan 4th has not arrived destination. May possibly be proceeding 
Oban. Report immediately if seen .
(N.O.I.C. C-reenock, 051037A to AMETHYST, TOMPAZIS, 
CUTTY SARK).

SAMUELMCINTYRE.
Rammed, badly damaged, in Ailsacraig.
Proceeding. No immediate danger.
(SAMUEL MCINTYRE to ships No T.0.0. Reed.050637)• No assistance required.
(SAMUEL MCINTYRE to Ships No T.0.0. Reed.050839).

O.S.64/ K.M.S.38 Escorts.

Shipping and Convoys.
Sailed HELMSDALE, WINCHELSEA, VERITY, BURDOCK, 
IZALMA, BAYNTUN, ABELIA, ASPHODEL, CLOVER, 
STORMKING to join 0.S.64. K.M.S.38 in 
accordance with N.C.S.O. Mersey 291135Z Dec. 
BURDOCK to comply with C. in C.W.A. 041004. SCARBOROUGH will not sail. VANOC delayed approx.

3 days with engine room defects. FOLEY 48 hours waiting new C.O. AVON delayed with engine room defects.
(Cdre. D.W.A., 050015A to C. in C.W.A.).

B. 1 ., 
H.X.273.

Sail WOODPECKER, S.0.,WATCHMAN, WANDERER a.m. 
tomorrow to proceed towards 052 degs. 10’ N.
025 degs. W. at economical speed. S.'S. E.G. B.1. 
to arrange R/V with GLENARM.

/ (2) Intention...
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B.1 .
H.X.273 (Contd.)

K.M.P.28, 
TUSCAN.

88
5.1.192+4.Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys.
(2) Intention is that Group will join and 
support H.X.273.
(C. in C.W.A., O515 38A to Cdre. D.W.A.).

N.O.I.C. Holyhead's 041405 (not to C. in C. Med.) 
TUSCAN is to he sailed to Mediterranean as 
additional escort for K.M.P.28 on the 15th Jan. 
(D.O.D.(H), 051635A to C. in C.W.A.).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

RIO GRhNDE 
sunk.

North  A t l a n t i c .

Cominch re p o r ts  U .S «S . 0;<AiiA and U*3.S» JOUETT 
sank u n id e n t i f i e d  blockade runner 06*41 3* 25.36 
W* at 041126 th is  is  in  ad. i t i o n  to V/E OVERLAND 
which was sunk 14*55 3. 21*39 Y/. at 030030. 
(C .M .3 .F . 051102A. )

German 
S u rv ivo rs  
o f  d e s tr o y e rs  
sunk 28th 
Dec.

My t e l .  031210*. T o ta l  number o f  Germans rescued 
is  4 who are lodged  in  Naval Hosp it 1 a lthough 
not wounded. I  have v is ited  C. o f  N. S t a f f .
F e r r o l  in s i s t e d  men should be in te rn ed  h is r e p ly  
being he cou ld  take no a c t io n  but would in fo rm  
Madrid o f  my v i s i t *
(Guyatt Coruna 051145A.)
* A r r i v a l  o f  S p e c ia l  D estroyer w ith  German 
s u r v i v o r s .

Bomb ex
p lo s io n s  in
STANHOPE and 
EMPIRE 

HEYWOOD.

Ref* bomb ex p lo  ions in  S3. STANHOPE and 33.
EMPIRE HEYWOOD re p o r te d  by 3 . 0 . E scort  Group B .3 
in  h is  011007Z Jan. Request any d e t a i l s  a v a i l a b l e  
o f  markings o f  c r a te s  a f f e c t e d  may be s ig n a l l e d  
30on as p o s s ib le  a f t e r  sh ips reach port .
(3 .0 .1 .  Gib. 051505A.)

ARETHUS A. Request ARETHUSA be d i r e c t e d  to Ponta Delgada. 
Cominch 231847 Dec. r e f e r s .
( 3 . B .N .O .Azores 051615Z to  F .O .G .M .A .)

P» 233 
(fe=S. S/ii 
STORM.)

From 1930 ton igh t  proceed w ith  a l l  despatch 1 .3 .0 .1 
202 r e f e r s  to  G ib r a l t a r  by rou te a lrea d y  s ig n a l le d .  
T o ta l  bombing r e s t r i c t i o n s  arranged d e t a i l s  l a t e r .  
(F.OG.M.A. 051718A to  P.233 Am. (3/M STORM,) (R )
K .1 4 . )

I t a l i a n
Warship
s u rv iv o r s .

About 450 s u rv iv o r s  from  I t a l i a n  Y/arship now in  
B a le a r ic  Is *  E .T .A .  today Barcelona  f o r  internment 
in  Madrid remainder 480 E .T .A .  Jan. 8th. —=•
(N .A .M adrid  051805A. )

GAETA. Your 031225 GAETA ready f o r  sea* Request i n f o r 
mation o f a r r i v a l  o f  tug a t  Huelva so that Min. 
o f  Marine may have e s c o r t  read y . My 311346 Dec. 
re f  e r  s *
(A .B .N .A .M adr id  051831A to  F .O.G.M.A. (R ) C. in  
C.Med. F .O .T .A . L. I .  Admty. )

STORM. 3/M P.233 (STORM) now proceed ing  at 13 knots to  
G ib r a l t a r  through p o s i t io n s  g iv e n  in  para . 2 o f  
my 051158. -Estimated approaching Q. 3 .A. 87 from 
westward at 1000/6th.
(F .O .G .M .A. 051848 to  3. & A. in  Area 3. and in  
A t l a n t i c  N. o f  35° N. and o thers  c o n c e rn ed . )
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FOREIGN 3TATION3.

South Atlantic*
Blockade A.M. 052050A* Transmission probably originated by
rnnner. blockade runner to the westward of Ascension.

(D.D.I.C. 052314A to Admty.)
* Refers to D/F bearings taken at 1919Z/5.
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Mediterranean.
DA RECCO MOCENIGO unable to continue to 260° owing to
MOGENIGO. weather conditions. Am proceeding (?033°) 02'

020° 40' (?course and speed) 132° (?12) knots 
arriving new position 1200A. Present position 0335 
(35') (7034°) 00’.
(DA RECCO 050800A to C. in C»Levant, (R) V-A.Malta 

Your 041732 acknowledged. Require enter Alexandria for fuel and 
water. E.T.A. 1300B/7th.
(DA REGCO 051906B to F.O.L.E.il. (R) R.A. Alexandria. )

ARETHUSE. Your 042030 (N.f. in TAR.) Unless otherwise
ordered by N.O.I.Q. Algiers proceed to pass 042° 
00' 005° *6* at 1200/5th, 040° 00’ 006° 11' at 
0800/6th thence by R A  in 036° 57' 003° 08' at 

1200/7th. Proceed if possible submerged on 5th. Total bombing 
restrictions will be arranged.
(Capt. S. 10 050102A to ARETHUSE F.8. (R) N.O.I.G* Algiers, C« 
in C.Med. 10th 3/M F.)

PENN. My 050045B*. Leaking tubes in port lubricating
oil cooler. Expect to complete repairs and sail 
for Alex. p.m./5th»
(PENN 050746B to (7F.0.L.E.M.) 3.N.O.
Cyrenaica, R.A.Alex. Cept. F.Levant Destroyers.) 
* Leak suspected in oil cooler.

Force G. Arrivals 4th Jan. 30BIE3KI, ASCAN LA, DERBYSHIRE.
Departures CIRCASSIA 0730/4th, WINCHESTER CASTLE 
0736/4th, DERBYSHIRE 1230/4th, (2 groups missing) 
ASCa NIA 0435/5th, 30BIESKI 0440/5th.
(Suez 050849B.)

German
Shipping.

A. BACCHUS arrived Istanbul January 5th in transit 
for Aegean. B. SEEROSE, LUEHE not yet reported 
passing CANAKKALE (my 041215 refers.)
(3.0.1. Istanbul 050925 to -F.O.I.C. M.E*)

Air reports. Daily Opsum 252* 3/4th Jan. 2 Liberators (B«24)
2 V/ellingtons mining Khalkis Harbour (Greece) 1 
Y/ellington successfully laid 2 mines other air
craft returned due bad weather.
(H. Q.R.A.F.M.E. 050926Z.)
Part 3 Air Cositintrep No. 178 3 Jan. 1944.
34 A.36s bombed the docks at Civitavecchia. 
(H.Q.M.A.A.F. Adv. No T.0.0/5.)

Demilita- 
ri3at ion 
of Italian 
battleships.

The following action to implement para. 7 of your 
041941 September was taken on arrival of Italian 
Battleships at Malta*2. All main and secondary armament locks and 
strikers were removed and placed on deposit with 
Naval Armament Supply Officer Malta.
3. To enable ships to provide own A/A protection 
high an^le armament was not demilitarised.

/ 4 » • •
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Derail ita- 
risation 
of Italian 
battleships. 
(Contd.)

UNIVERSAL.

CAMELIA
mined'.

DC IK, 
SIBYL.

12
5.1.1944.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN 3TATIONS.

Me d i t e r r ane an.
4. Action in para. 2 is considered sufficient to 
ensure demilitarisation of main and secondary 
armament while ships are at Malta but as an added 
precaution propose landing all main and secondary 
armament cordite before leaving.
(V.A.Malta 051101A to C. in C.Med. )

Intend sailing P.57 (UNIVERSAL) at 1100/7 via Q3. 
301 thence submerged 643 043° 00' 007° 22' at 
2000/8 to patrol in Zone S3.
(Capt. 3.10 051105 to G. in C.Med. (R) 10th 3/M F. 
F.O.G.M.A. Cmdre. Algiers.)

B.N.A.Ankara reports Swedish relief ship CAMELIA 
? mined off Salonika a.rn. Investigating furthe'K 
(F.O.L.E.M. 051109B to Admty. C. in C.Med.)

Following patrol positions to be assumed by dusk/ 
5th P.52 (DZIK) close off Cape Eski Stambul, P-217 
(SIBYL) close to position 039° 35' 026° 03', P.52 
(D^IK) is not to proceed south of 039° 40*.
(Capt. S.lat 0511193 to P.52 (DZIK), P.217 (SIBYL) 
(R) 1st 3/k F . F.O.L.E.M.j

Q.E. Va LIANT Admiralty 311320A Dec. not to all addressees 
and and 030300A Jan. Concur.
ILLUSTRIOUS. Confirm Group A will provide their own day fighter 

and day A/3 protection during passage through Med. 
except whilst in Tunisian War Channel.
2. Request fighter callsign and method of control 

be included in all fighter escort signals. In event of any 
confusion as regards callsign the callsign "Tinhat" fighter will 
be used.
3. It is intended to land on all carrier borne A/C at sunset and 
they will not be operated during dark hours.
(V.A.l 051201A to C. in C.Med. (R) F.Os. i/c and N.Oa. i/c N*Af. 
Oran to Tripoli, S.N.Q.Cyrenaica, A.H.Q. A.D.E.M. 247 Wing, N.A.C 
A«F« N.L.0» M.A.A.F* M.A.A.F* Admty. F.OG.M.A. V.A.k. F.O.L.E.M. 
Cdre. Algiers, R.A.Alex- V.A.(A) G.P.A.)

CAUVERY. Request confirmation that CAUVERY now at Gibraltar
is to proceed to Eastern Fleet para. 2 of A.M. 
022240, refers.
(c. in C.Med. 051551A to Admty.)

SEER03E,
LUEHE.

My 051515C. SEER03E and LUEHE entered Aegean 1215 
G.M.T. Jan. 5th course south west between Lemnos 
and Tenedos. No escort observed.
(3.0.1. Istanbul 051704C to F.O.I.C* E.Med. (R) 
Capt. 3*1, D . N * I« )

/CAMELIA...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Gontd.
' *

Your 051107 to B.N.A.Ankara (N.T. in W.D.)
Lloyd’s Agents Istanbul received tel. dated 3rd 
from Swedish Salvage Association Gothenburg stated 
Swedish Red Gross Vessel CAMERA damaged by mine

and beached Salonika Roadstead; exact time ana position not known 
Furtheb information just received states hull and machinery ex
tensively damaged.
(S.0.I> Istanbul 051805G to F.O-E.Med.)

Spanish ports, and ultimate prospects of repair less than at
Gibraltar.
2. Policy is to get these ships away from Spanish 
Ports. Request you will continue to accept this 
burden.
(C. in C« Med. 051821A to F.O.G.M.A.)

Leaving patrol through 042° 37’ 006° 4 7 ’ at 0400/ 
7th through ,Q.B.B. 301 to arrive Madaalena 1300/8. 
(Gapt. 3.10 051903 to ULTOR, (R) 10th 3/M F. C. ii 
G.Med. Gdre* Algiers.)

shalling yards. 23 Kittyhawks Velauka Korcula 
Island straffing and damaging by near misses four 

♦schooners•
(C. in C.M.S. 0520003.)

CASTLE, A3CANIA, DERBYSHIRE, 30BIESKI, CIRCASSIA, 
p.m. 7th to Naples. 5. Escorts TSTGO'TT, BEAUFORT, 
THEMIST0GLE3, CRETE, CROOME.
(F.O.L.E.M. 052045B.)

Have obtained A.3.V. contact in 33.05 N. 21.15 E* 
(A/C GGFT 052150Z to H.Q. 201 Group.)
Have lost touch with A.S.V. contact.
(A/C GGFT 052316Z. )

between Split and Makaraska 043° 19’ N. u n  uu 
E. but saw nothing.
2. JERVIS and JANUS swept Italian coast between

Italian 
Ships in

Towage to Italian ports your 021601 is not con
sidered practicable congestion there is worse

Balkan 
Sitrep 
No. 50

5. Air Ops. A. Bombing. 3 Jan. 24 B.25s attacked 
Split with excellent coverage of dock scoring one 
hit medium M/V starting eight fires, hits mar-

Force G Orders for sailing BULOLO, GLENGYLE, WINCHESTER

Situation 
report Ho 
263.

A/3 patrol north west Vieste 041° 52' N. 016° 10 
E. but without success. Coastal force
During night 2nd/3rd Jan* destroyers carried out

San Benedetto 042° 57' N. 013° 55' E- and Pe3aro 043° 55' N. 012° 
55' E. during night 3ra/4th Jan. Pesaro was successfully bom
barded but no shipping was seen.
(C* in C*Med. 052222A.)
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East Indies.
Opsum No. 661. 3 Jan. 2 Beaufighters communications Prome-

Myingyan. 74 rivercraft damaged. 4 Jsn.4 Hurricanes 
targets Mayu and Kaladan Rivers. 1 large river- 

craft damaged. 2 Hurricanes detailed attack 
launch Alethangyaw (Mayu). Target not located.

4th January, 3 U.3. Mitchells (3.25) escorted by 8 U-S.
Lightnings (P.38) bombed and machine gunned construction works 
M.U. River bridge. Res Qts excellent. Ships and box cars set on 
fire. Escort later saw? 50 feet steam launch damaged 13 other 
river craft rolling; 3tock and buildings.
(H- ̂ .S.E.A.iV.C.0505352. )

Dutch submarine K.15 delayed for about three days 
by defects. My 040305 refers. Further signal 
will be made.
(3.0. 3/Ms. Colombo 050611Z to C. in C-E-F. 
(S.3.A.C.) C.T.F. 71.)

1 German not fixed since D/F of 29th Dec. is pro
bably between long. 70° 00' 3. and coast of India. 
No fix since D/F of 31st Dec. of Japanese U-Boat 
which may have visited Bombay area*
Japanese U-Boat which sank 33. PESHAWUR and may 

possibly have been sighted 25th Dec. off Coconada not subse
quently fixed and may have left patrol unless possibly the same 
as next unit mentioned.
1 Japanese from D/F 31st Dec* and report by 33. 3AMARINDA on 5th 
Jan. is probably bound towards Gulf of Aden.
1 Japanese off Arabian coast in vicinity of Masira last reported 
by S3. ANTAR.
(D.D.I.C. 051328A.)

K* 15.

U/B sighting 
summary.

Security of
shipping, 
Durban to 
northward-

The Admiralty have informed me that the present 
shipping situation justifies the acceptance of 
some risks to expedite the turn-round of shipping. 
2* I do not consider that there is at present a 
sufficiently clear indication of a threat to 
shipping in the Southern Madagascar waters to jus
tify the starting of Kilindini-Darban convoys and 

consider that 3hips should not be held for convoy until there is 
definite evidence of a U-Boat operating against shipping in this 
area. This will conform with policy now in force in North Indian 
Ocean.
3. Should such evidence be forthcoming I propose that the route- 
ing policy in my 260951 Nov mber be brought into force. Convoys 
in A.B. and E. only to be instituted if the U-Boat be known to 
be operating in the Wester ± portion of the area- 
4* Your 031249 refers-
(C. in C-E.F. 051329Z to C. in C.3.A. (R) Admty. F.O.E.A. C. in 
C.E.F. (3.E.A.C.))
U/B report 
by M/V 
TASENTUM*

SS33 Submarine sighted 10.00 N* 75.50 E 
(TARENTUM 051500Z to Colombo W/f.)
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ARETHUSA.

U/B s i g h t e d  
b y  SS. SAMAR- 

INDA •

SS. LEVI 
WOODBURY.

B i s c a y  A /S  
O p e r a t i o n s .

M .V.
URUGUAY.

PRINCE HENRY, 
PRINCE DAVID.

U/B e s t i m a t e  
1 2 0 0 Z /5 .

U . G . S . 2 9 .

4 9 6 ,  4 9 7 ,  4 9 8 ,  
WHIPPLE, ALDEN, 
(D .D . N o r f o l k ,

IS
5 . 1 . 1 9 4 4 .
'Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

A m e r ic a  and V.'es t  I n d i e s .

N o r f o l k  d e p a r t e d  3rd  J a n .  ARETHUSA f o r  A b e rd e e n  
C ly d e  v i a  Bermuda and H o r ta  f o r  f u e l .
(N .S .H .Q .  O tta w a , 0 5 0 3 4 2 Z )

13 R 37 N. 57 R 34 E* S ubm arine  s i g h t e d  0651  
G .H . T .
( SAMARINDA, N o. T . 0 . 0 / 5 . )

R e q u e s t  t im e  and d a t e  o f  s a i l i n g  f ro m  New Y ork  
o f  LEVI WOODBURY. No d e p a r t u r e  M e rco  r e c e i v e d .  
( 2 )  S h ip  u s i n g  S e c r e t  C a l l  KDFN r e p o r t s  t o r p e d o e d  
3 5 .0 0  N. 6 7 . ( 0  W. 071 4  G . M . T . / 3 .  Y ou r  
0 3 2 1 5 2  p a r a . ( A )  r e f e r s .
(D .T .D .0 5 1 1 1 7 Z  t o  C o n n a v . )

F o l l o w i n g  r e c e i v e d  f r o m  G. in  C. W.A. 
( R e p e t i t i o n  o f  h i s  0 5 0 0 5 1 a  s e e  Home Commands). 
( 2 )  P r o p o s e  t o  a p p r o v e  d i s p o s i t i o n s  in  p a r a . 2 .  
o f  a b o v e  s i g n a l  i f  you  c o n c u r .
( D . O . D . ( H ) ,  051 119Z  t o  Com ineh)

W i l l  p r o c e e d  u n e s c o r t e d  f r o m  Capetow n t o  U .S .A .  
( 2 )  U .S .  A u t h o r i t i e s  a g r e e  on t h i s  o c c a s i o n  
o n l y  t o  th e  on c a r r i a g e  o f  p a s s e n g e r s  in  e x c e s s  
o f  2 5 0 .
(B .A .D .  0 5 1 3 1 5 Z )

Y ou r  282151  D e ce m b e r .  H .M .C .S .  PRINCE HENRY 
i s  t o  b e  s a i l e d  i n d e p e n d e n t l y .
( 2 )  I f  n e c e s s a r y  r e q u e s t  you  w i l l  make arran gem en J 
f o r  H .M .C .S .  PRINCE DAVID t o  b e  s a i l e d  t o  
o v e r t a k e  c o n v o y  U .T . 7 .
( D . O . D . ( H ) ,  051350A  t o  N .S .H .  . . )

T h r e e  p a t r o l l i n g  f o l l o w i n g  a r e a s  from  r e c e n t  D .F ’ s 
6 0 /0 0  3 2 / 0 0 .  5 4 /0 0  3 2 / 0 0 .  4 7 / 0 0  3 2 / 0 0 .  No 
i n d i c a t i o n s  o f  ch a n g e  o t h e r  a r e a s .
(C om in ch , 0 5 1 5 0 0 )

E s c o r t .  ( 6 )  T . F . 6 2 .  C .F .  HUGHES, AMICK, 
ATHERTON, BOOTH, CARROLL, COONE .,EDRIDGE, P IL L S - 
BURY, POPE, FLAHERTY, OHATELAIN, NEUNZER, NIOBRARA 
P . C . S .  5 5 2 ,  5 5 3 ,  1 2 2 5 .  L . C . I . ( L )  4 9 3 ,  4 9 4 ,  4 9 5 ,
4 9 9 ,  5 00 , 5 0 1 ,  502 . T . G . 2 1 .1 2  GUADALCANAL,
JOHN D. EDWARDS. JOHN D. FORD.
0 5 1 6 1 0 ,  0 6 1 4 0 5 )

G. IT. S . / .  • .
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G.U.S/U.G.S.
Convoys:
Standard
Routes.

America and West Indies. - Contd.
To gain better air coverage from Azores facilitate 
breakoffs and joiners and avoid neutral trteck prepose 
revise standard ocean routes as follows:
G.U.S. 34.58 10.02, 35.59 17.30, 35.10 25.01,
36.20 37.40, 36.12 50.20, 34.40 63.01,
36.01 69.02.
U.G.S. cancel 32.02 25.01 and substitute 33.55 
26.15 stragglers routes to be modified accordingly. 
Request your comment.
(Com. loth Fleet C. & R .  051815Z to Admty. (R) 
F.O.G.M.A., C. in C. Med. Commorseafron.)

COLUMBIA
Defects.

E.T.A. 1400/6. Main engine requires estimated 
6 days work. Ice weather report 3862 1612. 
(COLUMBIA, 052007Z)

H.X.274. - Escort Task Unit W.5 BONIFACE, S.O. HEPATICA, 
MELVILLE.
(P.D.New York, 052030Z)

M A R IPOSA.• Cancel para. 2 of my 040031. In view of 
A.C.N.B. 050059 U.S. War Dept. Now state that 
up to 500 P.O.W*s may be embarked in MARIPOSA 
provided space is available. D. of S.T's 041021 
para. 4 refers.
(B.A.D.052121Z)

Stragglers 
Report No.34.

One arrived Halifax from O.N. 216 GEORGIAN U.S.
1st Jan. Lost Convoy bad weather. £
One arrived Halifax from H.X. 272 R O B ER T/s,PSARY U.S, 
30 Dec. Collision damage. Two arrived Halifax 
3rd Jan. from O.N.25 LEGARTO Straggler Engine

►

breakdown ELIZABETH DAL Heavy weather damage. 
(N.S.H.Q. 052128Z)

North
Atlantic A/S 
Operations.

In vjew of Admiralty 051119/as normal practice 
confine C.V.E. operations when eastward of 
Azores to area south of 40 degs. N. until 
Admiralty advises that such operations will not 
conflict with their forces.
(Cominch, 052212 to Cinclant.) x 
/ H.M.3. NENS, TWEED and WASKESjj shall operate
against U-Boats in Bay of Biscay from Jan. 6th. 

Your 051119^. In order to avoid possibilities duplication of 
effort as well as to prevent embarrassing your 6th Support 
Group should should operations require it to proceed East of 
0&0 degs. West 0. in C. Lant has been directed as normal practice 
to confine C.V.E. operations when eastward of Azores to area

South /...
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America and West In d ie s .

South o f  40 degs. N. Th is  should a s s i s t  in 
in teg ra t ion  o f  the Bay o f f e n s i v e  by making i t  
poss ib le  f o r  you to  use your C.V.S ’ s on the 
f r in g e s  without p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  encountering ours. 
We stand ready to  operate our C.V.E ’ s in any 
p r o f i t a b l e  area but do not des ire  that they 
operate between your fo rc es  in such manner that 

confusion as to  con tro l  would almost in e v i t a b ly  r e s u l t .
(Cominch, 052215Z to  Admty. In fo :  Comnaveu, G. in G. W.A.,
C. in G. Lan t . )  r
£  Re: Operating against U-Boats o f  H.M.S. RENE, TWEED and WASKESJJ 
in Bay o f  B iscay poss ib ly  being jo ined by remainder o f  6th Escort 
Group. )

North
A t l a n t i c  a /S .
Operations.
(Contd. )

BURGENLAND C.T.F.41 reports  u n id e n t i f i e d  Blockade Runner 
Sunk. sinking 07.29 S. 25.37 W. about 051955Z.

TRANSIENT B.17 sighted surfaced S/M course 175, 
62.02 N. 30.30 W. 051050Z- 
(Gominch, 052229)

A u s t ra l ia  and New Zeeland.

Jan. 4th. Pares 9 to  11 cover South P a c i f i c  
Forces.  6 to  8 n ight Jan 3/4th 2 Gatalinas bombed 
Kavieng and Panapai causing f i r e s  in dump and 
d ispersa l  areas. Probable la rge  cargo ve sse ls  
Kavieng Harbour one ship B a lga i  Bay 2 ships 
North East Panapai.

(2) Dawn Jan. 4th 1 l i g h t  c ru ise r  4 cargo v e sse ls  observed 
approaching Kavieng from North West heading Rabaul 3 miles  South 
Dyaul Is land .
(7 )  Ground fo rc es  Huon Peninsula advanced to  Gape King Wil l iam 
about 16 m iles  S.E. S io .  15 barges whereof 3-4 were unloading 
on beach at Re iss  Po in t  were s ighted by a/G forenoon Jan. 3rd 
le a v in g  medium cargo v e ss e l  a f i r e .
(8 )  9 Dutch M i t c h e l l s  bombed shipping Kupang and s inking (as 
r e c e iv e d )  a lso  h i t  small f r e i g h t e r  transport  s ta r t in g  f i r e  while 
8 escor t ing  Beauf ighters  shot down 1 l i g h t  bomber our loss  one 
M i t c h e l l .  Shipping reported Kupang area comprised 1 medium, 1 
small f r e i g h t e r  transport  5 sea trucks 20 -  30 barges. 5 
L ib e ra to rs  scored h i t  and near misses on small destroyer  or co rv 
e t te  o f f  Moepan^?Kupang)
(9 )  Jan. 3 rd ea r ly  morning 6 L ibe ra to rs  bombed Kavieng where no 
warships seen but cargo v e ss e l  bombed. 3 o f  19 in te rcep t ing  
f i g h t e r s  shot down.
(10) P a t r o l l i n g  L ib e ra to r  scored h i t  e a r ly  morning Jan. 4th on 
l i g h t  c ru ise r  r e f e r  para. 2 -this D igest  o f f  Kavieng.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A- 050745)

D iges t  
S e r i a l  
No .715.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.

S/tyl attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/5th. 
and sighting (a ) (1) A/G Y/58 attacked U-Boat with depth-charges 
Summary. at 1807/4 in 46 degs. 55’ N. 07 degs. 22* W.

(2) a /G X/224 attacked U-Boat with depth-charges 
at 1915/4 in 46 degs. 40' N. 05 degs.'00’ W.
(3) a /G M/228 attacked U-Boat on surface with 

gun-fire at 1834/4 in 46 degs. 40’ IT. 09 degs. 20’ W-
(B) (1) a /G J/103 attacked wake and dark object with depth 
charges at 1826/4 in 47 degs. 48’ IT. 09 degs. 58’ W.
(2) Br. SAMARINDA made SSSS at 0651/5 in 13 degs. 37’ N. 57 degs
34 * j].
(D.D.I.G. 051132a )

Estimates. (D.D.I.G.051356A, 051400A)

V
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Thursday.

Home Commands.

B is c a y  1 (a )  Two U-Boats were s igh ted  by a i r c r a f t  in
O p era t ion s . th e  B is ca y  Area t o -d a y  and one was a tta ck ed  

with D ep th -ch a rg es .
(b )  The F r ig a t e s  NENE, TWEED and WASHESIU o f  E.G. 6 
were c a r r y in g  out an A/S sweep to -d a y*a b ou t  900 
m i le s  '«Vest o f  Bordeaux. Leigh  L igh t W ellin gton  
A/C from  the  A zores  were c o - o p e r a t in g ;  and the  
U .3 .A /C  c a r r i e r  GORE was in the area t o -d a y  and 
w i l l  be r e l i e v e d  to-ni<?ht by the U.S. A/C C a rr ie r  
MISSION BAY.

*v.

Convoy 
W.P.457
attack ed  
By E -B oats . 
WALLASEA, 
SOLSTAD, l +t>f l'. 
UNDERWOOD f. 
and^POLPERRO
Sunk. <fo3

2 . At 0301 t o -d a y  Convoy W.P.457 was a ttack ed  
by E -B oats South o f  Mounts Bay. The M/S Trawler 
WALLASEA and the  M /V 's  SOLSTAD, UNDERWOOD and 
POLPERRO were sunk; but whether by mine or  
to rp e d o  i s  u n c e r ta in .  The E -B oats , o f  which two 
were seen , were a s s is t e d  by Enemy a / c' which 
dropped f l a r e s ;  and i t  is  su spected  th a t  mines may 
have been l a i d  in the  area .

M ed ite rra n ea n .
'

3. The French S/M CASABLANCA on return  from 
p a t r o l  o f f  th e  French R iv ie r a  r e p o r t s  s in k in g  a 
1000 ton  A/S v e s s e l  o f f  Toulon on 22nd Dec. and 
h i t t i n g  a 4000 ton merchantman with to rp ed o  on 
28th Dec.

’’A valanche" 4 (a ) P a t r o l s  in the A d r ia t i c  l a s t  n ig h t  were 
c a n c e l le d  on accou n t  o f  the  w eather.
SS. ROBERT ERSKINE and SS. EMPIRE LIVINGSTONE 
were dr iven  ashore at B iz e r ta  during a g a le  
t o -d a y .  Both shiDS were ba d ly  damaged.
(b )  S3. WILLIAM S. ROSECRANS in Convoy N .U .14 was 
mined in 4 0 .4 0  N. 14 .15  E. (40 m ile s  North o f  
N aples) at 1235 t o -d a y .  The ship  sank l a t e r .

«
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Policy.

Trawlers for 
Azores. A.M. 011311A and your 011833A para.2. COTILLION 

will not be available due to defects. Name of 
trawler detailed in lieu and date ready for sail
ing are to be reported forthwith.
(C. in G.W.A. 061515A to P.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

Operations.
Operation Course 071° (?impossible identify) all ships.
"Stonewall". (A/C. Duty G. 060001A to 19 Group.)

C. in C. Plymouth is requested to make PRINCE 
ROBERT available to operate under the orders of 
C. in C.W.A. to R/V. with K.M.P. 28 as A/A escort 
to Gibraltar. 2. K.M.P. 28 sails from U.K. on 

• * 15th January.
(D.O.D.H. 060119A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

Cancel position in para.2 of my 041756. Carry out A/S sweep 
during next 24 hours in area radius 40 miles from 045° N. 021°
15* W. 3. U.S.S. CORE Will be in the vicinity to-day, leaving 
area tonight, and being relieved by U.S.Aircraft Carrier
MISSION BAY.

(C. in C.W.A. 060952A to NENE, TWEED, WASKESIU.)
My 060952. Leight light Liberators from the Azores will co

operate. Homing procedure (b ) will not be carried out unless 
asked for by A/C. 3. After first sighting reports A/C. will 
transmit automatic homing signals on 385 kc/s. at intervals of 
ten minutes.

(C. in C.W.A. 061506A to NENE, TWEED, WASKESIU.)
My 061506. Por Liberators read Wellingtons.
(C. in C.W.A. 061806A to NENE, TWEED, WASKESIU.)
Small craft position 48° 02’ 7° 52' W. course E. speed 5 

knots, believe enemy.
(A/C. B. 062345 to 19 Group.)
One ship like mine sweeper fire(?d) at unidentified A/C.

(cor imp t gr<5up) ER (corrupt group) ER all have lights.
CA/C. B. 062350A to 19 Group.)

\

Coastal
Porce
Patrols.

N.O.I.C. Dartmouth 060118.)
C. in C. Portsmouth 061323A.)

Operation
P.V. Kola inlet sailed. My 051705 refers. (JJAUMAREZ 

SCOURGE.)
'3.B.N.0. North Russia 060530A to C. in C.H.P.)
1)
D

sighted by officer of Watch. 
F) 1930/4th.
Capt.D.17 061631A to Admty.)

(A) WHITEHALL. (B) 0906/3rd. (C) Radar..
073° 10’ N. 018° 40’ E. (E) 2. (?) 1110Z/3rd
(A) HAIDA. (B) 1812/4th. (C) Periscope

(D) 070° 32’ N. 002° 25’ E. (E) 4.

Destination of R.A.55B. is Loch Ewe for onward routeing. 
(D.T.D. 062030A to Capt.D. 17.)

/S/M. ..
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HOME COMMANDS.

S/M.
patrols.

Operations. - Contd.
VIKING is on patrol N. of a line joining positions 
050° 37' N. 009° 13’ W. $nd 050° 43' N. 007° 39'W
(2) VIKING is diving by day and exercising with 
coastal command A/C. by night. A/C. may use 
flare or searchlight.
(C. in C. Plymouth 061354A to WHITEHAVEN.) 

Positions of S/Ms. at 0800/7th and movements for following 
24 hours. (A) S3ANYMFH, STRATAGEM, TAKU, UNSWERVING, SPITEFUL as 
in my 051529. (B) SCEPTRE probably on surface vicinity of Out
Skerries for Lerwick 10 knots. (C) VIKING as in my 051529. 
(F.O.S. 061737A to Admty. )

V.P. S.C. HlITRA returned at 2305 today. My 042200.

no longer considered First Priority target. 
(A.C.N.S.H. 061410A to Air Ministry.)

Mining.
LL sweepers detonated presumed red magnetic mi 
in' 53° 04* N. 01° 33’ E. at 1005 today. 
(F.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 061323A to Admty.)
0 sweepers detonated moored mine in 53° 04' N. 
01p 38' E. at 1428 today.
(F.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 061549A.)

torpedo from U/B. fired from starboard side reported to have been 
deflected under ship by anti-torpedo net without exploding.
Later same U/B. fired second torpedo from port side. This hit 
abreast number two hold which was flooded causing heavy list. All 
boats were damaged. Crew of 45 abandoned ship on rafts. Six 
hours later they were picked up by ELM who arrived with rescue 
tug EARNER and FUSILIER. Master reports salvage not possible 
and all three vessels proceed for Reykjavik. Late same day 
A/C. reported EMPIRE HOUSMAN still afloat. EARNER and FUSILIER 
returned to ship to attempt salvage or ensure sinking. Ship 
was taken in tow on 4th but tow parted in heavy weather.
(4) EARNER and FUSILIER stood by waiting for weather to moderate 
but reported that EMPIRE HOUSMAN sank at 1500Z/5th. (G) ELM
arrived Reykjavik at 1600Z/5th with 44 survivors all well and

Operation. (2^ Operation not successful. (3) South Wester
gale,low vicinity, prevented entry. 
vA.O.O.S. 062359 to Admty.)

0S0RN0.
Allied Air Activity.
Request A.M. 291517A may be cancelled as ship is

EMPIRE
HOUSMAN
sunk.

(C) 1500Z/5th. (D) 61.04 N. 20.32 W. (E) (one)
about 0200Z/31st December torpedo from U/B.
My 050053. (A) EMPIRE HOUSMAN. (B) British.

destroyed rudder and propellor, damaged shaft and 
main engine, flooded number seven hold and screw 
tunnel. Crew remained on board vessel drifting 
in heavy weather. (2) About 0300Z/3rd January,

nil ±11 J U I  c u  •
was drowned.
continuously from 1600Z/31st December to 1630Z/2nd January.

/During...
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HOME COMMANDS.

EMPIRE
HOUSMAN
sunk.
(contd.)

Mining.

During night 2/3 January when second attack took 
place no aircraft could be made available until 
0800Z/3rd January when patrol was resumed. 
(A.C.I.C. 060146A to Admty.)

OKINO. Departure OKINO in tow of STELLA fcEGEL.
(F.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth 060919A to F.O.I.C.Humber.)

TEXAS. Convoy U.T. 6. U.S.S. TEXAS has been ordered to 
Clyde where repair of underwater damage will be 
undertaken by TEDWORTH. E.T.A. 0300/8th. 
(D.O.D.H* 062056A to P.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Convoy 
W.P.457 
attacked 
E-Boats. 
WALLASEA, 
SOLSTAD, 
UNDERWOOD, 
POLPERRO 
sunk.

& Convoys.
Proceed forthwith at best speed to vicinity of 
Major W.P. Convoy attacked by E Boats, 

by (C. in C. Plymouth 060513A to DEXTEROUS.)
Plot indicates E-Boat closed occasionally from 
southward.
(C. in C. Plymouth 060514A to Escorts W.P.457.) 
Enemy shipping plotted by Plymouth Radar 6 Jan. 04Qf 
2 vessels 13 miles S.W. of Lizard Head. Course 
N.W. turning to S.W. at 0346 after attacking convey 
Speed 12 to 20 knots. Vessel 0340-0458 14 miles 
W. of Lizard Head turned S. at 0346. Speed 10 
knots.
(C. in C. Plymouth 061122A to Admty.)

At 0301 unidentified plots began to appear S.S.W. of Lizard 
Head and approached the Convoy W.P.457 which was then South of 
Mounts Bay. An attack on this convoy developed and it is 
regretted H.M.T.WALLASEA was sunk also the Merchant Ship SOLSTAD 
1408 tons, UNDERWOOD 1990 tons, possibly one other. Convoy 
retired to the Northwards into Mounts Bay and after about an hour 
in the area of the convoy route the enemy retired to Southwards.
It is suspected mines may have been laid in area quoted in my 
060652 January, Information is at present incomplete.

(C. in C. Plymouth 061300A to Admty.)
My 061300. In addition SS. POLPERRO 403 tons was stank. Cmdre 

of Convoy states attack was definitely by E-Boats aircraft assist
ing by dropping flares the latter being ineffective. 2 E-Boats 
were seen but other were in the vicinity. There is no evidence 
yet whether the casualties were caused by mines or torpedoes.

(C. in C. Plymouth 061820A to Admty.)

K.M.F.28. Convoy K.M.F.28 will leave U.K. on 15th January
composed as follows. 20 M/Vs. and EASTWAY. Names 
and destinations. 7. A/A escort PRINCE ROBERT who 
is to R/V with convoy as directed by C. in C.W.A. 

8. A/S escort will be provided by E.G.4, BSNTINCK (S.Q.) BAYARD, 
CALDER, DRURY, BAZELEY, and BURGESS. Additional escort will be 
provided by H.M.S. TUSCAN, BLACK SWAN, and ERNE joining command
of C. in C. Med. __ _ __ _T
(D.O.D.H. 060814 and 062140A to C. in C.W.A.) See also D.O.D.H.
111845A. /H.X.27 3...
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H .X . 273 .

HOME COMMANDS.

S h ip p in g  & C on voys. -  C ontd .

S a i le d  WOODPECKER ( S . O . ) WATCHMAN, and WANDERER 
in  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  y o u r  051538A.
(C d re . D .W .A. 061800A t o  C. in  C .W .A .)

0 . S . 6 4 /
K .M .S. 38 .

FOLEY s a i l e d  t o  o v e r ta k e  0 . S. 6 4 /K .M .S .38 hy co n v o y  
r o u t e .  VANOC s t i l l  d e f e c t i v e  w i l l  n o t b e  s a i l e d  
f o r  t h is  co n v o y .
(C d re . D .W .A. 061956A t o  C. in  C .W .A .)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic
North
Atlantic
Operations

C.R. Number 288.
At 0748Z of the 5th GORE had brief Radar contact 
and plane crewman saw wake = Lat. 43*54 N. 19*40

by Americans, at 0938Z. Sono buoy nearby gave FAJST + contact
lost after 30 minutes not regained. Tonight

search forty seconds parallel negative WXWX 6571 2435* This is a 
paraphase of G.T.Gs. 21.15*
(Comnaveu, 060441).
+ As received.

GREENE and BELKNAP U.S. Destroyers departed lat. ifi+.OO North 
long. 20.00 14 hours Z6th course 233 speed 20 to refuel Horta 
and rejoin CORE with two destroyers 16 hours Z 8th 70 miles 
northwest Horta. CORE with two destroyers course 233 speed 10 
from 23 hours Z 6th lat. 1+3-33 North long. 22.24 West.
3.B.N.O. Azores pass to N.0.1.0. Horta.

(Radio Washington, 061935Z).
My 051843* Re-encipherment of Ginclant 051851 to S.B.N.O. 

Horta. L.G.I. 505 and. 506 will sail as part of Task Force 6 3. 
G.T.F. 63 when appropriate near Azores direct this detachment. 
(Then constituted T.G. 63*9) (L.T. (J.G.)). (Waters in L.C.I.505)* 
Proceed Horta whereupon arrival report to Cora. 12th Fleet for 
duty. Upon arrival Azores T.G. 63*9 dissolved. Ends.

(Cominch, O6 0 5 15Z).

Tanker Believed to be a tanker on fire 041 degs. 50’ N.
on fire 036. degs. 30’ West sighted by Liberator Aircraft

Calaburras 5 miles at O J O O / I O t h thence to arrive 
Gibraltar at 1l40/10th.
(2^ S. of A. 7 knots until 0700/10th, 9 knots thereafter.
(3 ) Read Gibraltar broadcast West of Greenwich Meridian shifting 
to read MS routines.
(F.O.G.M.A. 061817A to UNSEEN (R) N.O.I.C. Algiers, Capt.(S) 10th, 
Com.N.O.B. Oran, C. in C. Med.,V.A. Malta).

sighted. at 0900Z/6th.
(S.B.N.O. Azores,. 061338Z to Admty.).

S/M
STORM.

Arrived.
(F.O.G.M.A. 061604A).
(W.D. Note: Proceeding to Australia. Apparently 
left Rothesay 29 Dec. No sailing signal received 
by W.D.).

U/B
report.

A.G./A.C. 41 6 Jan.
U. 206 at 1730 (?1530Z/6) sighted U-boat in 
43*53 N. long, indecipherable.
(247 Group, 061646Z).

UNSEEN After passing through 037 degs. 23* North 000 degs. 
01’ West at 2100A/8th proceed on the surface at 
discretion through (Q) 180 degs. Cape de Gata 5
miles at 1320/9th. (R) 180 degs. Cape
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South Atlantic.
Zig-zagging. Proposals regarding zig-zagging in your 071143+ 

December appear to offer substantial advantages 
but are still under discussion with Navy Dept. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 060948A to C. in C.S.A.).
+ Re restrictions of areas for zig-zagging during 
lulls in submarine activity.

Freetown 
stragglers 
report No.7.

Ship Convoy
PEEBAUS T.S.55
JAARSTROOM S.L.145
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 061845Z).

Reason
Defective bilge 
pump.
Unable to 
maintain speed.

Attacked and sunk by gunfire by OMAHA and 
JOUETT at 051935 at 07.29 S. 25.37 W.
(Comnaveu, 061846).
OMAHA and JOUETT at 1853Z intercepted ship on 
North westerly course, amplifying previous 
contact reports of this date; which had been 

reported earlier by Mariner Plane from V.P SQuadron 203* Ship 
showed no colours and failed to reply to challenge but was 
definitely identified from characteristics as runner (BURGEN- 
LAND). Imediately following the firing of a warning shot the 
crew set fire to and abandoned ship and OMAHA and JOUETT took 
the runner under gunfire. Time of sinking and position 
previously given. 4 boats of survivors later sighted. 
(Comnaveu, 061851 )*

ss
BURGENLAND

sunk.

WESERLAND Am informed that 134 survivors ex German
survivors. blockade runner WESERLAND sunk on third by

U.S. Destroyer, are expected to be landed 
Recife today 6th from U.S.S. SOMERS.
No details regarding survivors of RIO GRANDE and 
BURGENLAND sunk 4th and 5th respectively. 
(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro, 061911Z).
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Me a iterrarlean.

Weather moderating. P.O.S. at 2359/5th 040 degs. 
23’ 006 degs. 17’ 238 degs. 8 knots daily advance 
120 miles.
(UNSEEN, 060017 to Oapt.(S) 10, P.0.0. Gib.
P.S. ARETHUSE, (R) 10th S/M.F.)

Your 311743/Dec. para. 2 aoproved.
(2) By what date do you anticipated BIRMINGHAM 
could reach U.S.A. port?
(3) Will all necessary temporary repairs be 

carried out at Alexandria or will ship have to dock at Gibraltar 
en route and if so, for how long?
(D.O.D.(F), 060110A to F.O.L.E.M.)

Your 060017/acknowledged. Estimate you will cross Greenwic 
meridian at 2100/8th.

(Capt.(s) 10, 060412 to UNSEEN) /Most Secret.

K.M.3.37. Onward route M.S.0.1 5 (old 22) refers.
Escorts (A) BARLS (S.O) BERGAMOT, BRYONY, LA 
MA LOU UTS, MYOSOTIS, MONKSHOOD.
(B) T o Bone Tug f.IINDFULL.
(0. in 0. Med. 060825A)

UNSEEN.

BIRMINGHAM.

Ex Monte- Assuming that ex Montevideo Dock is required for
video Dock. use before Oct. it is necessary that both sections

should be sailed to arrive India before Monsoon 
breaks. Your 031244/ refers.
(2) Propose therefore that arrangements as already 

made in 0. in 0. Med’s 270954+ Dec. and 261815 as amended by 
311125k Dec. not to all should stand.
(3) Request alternative destination for dock and crew.
(C. in C. Med. 06C858A to C. in C. E.F. (S. E.A.O.))
/ Ex Montevideo Dock. + Composition of Special Naval Dock Party 
k ORIANA and WE IZ EL to be employed for onward passage of dock.

STOIC. Part company with K.M.S.36 about 060lA/8th in
035 degs. 35* 016 degs. 02’ and proceed independ
ently on the surface Eastwards 104 degs. 11 knots 
until dawn 9th thence diving by day to pass ' 

position 035 degs. 45’ 025 degs. 03’ at 1815A/l0th thence to 
Beirut as ordered by Capt. (S) 1.
(2) 201 Group to arrange total and submerged bombing restrictions 
for this route in accordance with M.J. A.0.24.
(3) P.34 (ULTIMATUM) diving by day on course 096 previously 
reported passing position 034 degs. 15* 025 degs. 01* at 2010A/ 
10th for onward surface passage as ordered by Capt. (S) 1.
(4) Enemy U-Boats are known to operate up to 60 miles from 
African coast between 020 degs. and 025 degs. East.
(5) At 0602/8th set watch in- accordance with (S) 1/43 section
M. L. table 2 (3)
(6) STORK deliver to STOIC.
(S.O.S/Ms Malta, 061015 to STOIC, (R) C. in o- Med. 201 Group.,
C. in C. Levant, V.A. Malta, Capt. (S) 10, S.N.O.E.S. 212 Group, 
Capt. (S) 1, Admty. R.A. Alex. F.O.G.M.A. 235 Wing, 247 Wing,
N. 0.I.C.Tobruk, S.N.O.C. Fighter Sectors between Alex, and 
Benghazi, STORK, Escorts K.M.S.36)

My /...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Med it erranean. .
My 061015 add 24 hours to all times including 
para. 3. STORK pass to STOIC.
(S/0. S/Ms Malta, 061812)

(1) At 0925/28 December in 43 degs. 16* 06 degs. 
501 fired 4 torpedoes at 3,000 ton M.V. missed.
(2) At 0507/3 in 43 degs. 16' 06 degs. 56' 
fired 4 torpedoes at 3,000 ton M.V. missed. 
(S.10, 061210)

My 212136/December sailed 4th Jan. 
(F.0.S.061248A to F.O.L.S.M. (R) (S) 1, (S) 10, 
Admty.)
/ Most Secret. Greek S/M P.71 (PIPINOS).

My 041214 not to 19th M/S.F. delayed 24 hours. 
(S.O.S/M’s Malta, 061815 to C. in C. Med. Capt.(S) 
10, F.O.L.E.M. Capt.(S) 1, V.A. Malta, N. & A. 
Authorities Western Desert, 201 Groun, 248 Wing, 
C.M.S. 19th M/S.F.) \

Proceed to patrol South of Lemnos to the westward 
of longitude 025 degs. 36' (R) 025 degs. 36’. 
Object as in memorandum W.D.7.
(Capt. (S) 1, 061829 to P.49 (UNRULY) (R) SIBYL, 
P.52 (UNTIRING), F.O.L.E.M.)

Am anchored Porto Farina with engine defects 
intend sail 071100Z to arrive destination 
morning 8th. Acknowledge.
(Fr. Or.JEANNE D ’ARC, 061910Z to C. in C. Med. 
(R) N.O.I.C.Algiers.)

Your escort is EGILSAY.
(2) Fleet units pass Algiers 1130A/7th eastbound. 
C3) 1 P.C. passing at 1430A eastbound.
(4) French Coastal Convoy S.T.A. 1200A from 
Westward to Eastward.
(N.O.I.C.Algiers, 061929A to ARETHUSE)

CASABLANCA reports sinking 1000 ton A/S vessel 
off Cape Sicie (043 degs. 03’ N. 005 degs. 51* E.) 
on 22nd Dec. and obtaining 1 torpedo hit on 4000 
tons merchant ship off Cape Cam(?ar) at (043 degs. 
12’ N. 006 degs. 42' E) on 28th Dec.
(C. in C. Med. 062134A;
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East Indies.

U/Bs reported. EMPIRE MINOTAUR reported periscope off Bombay
0900Z/4, Japanese U-Boat indicates d/ f  to be be
tween Ceylon and Nicobar Islands 1800Z/5.
(C. in C.E.F. 060334Z.)

Safe position 0500Z 003° 12* N. 076° 4 7 ’ E. 
(TARENTUM 060525Z to C. in C.E.F.)
Note: TARENTUM 051500Z re sighting of 3/M refers.

Successfully beached 300° 7 cables from Jazirat 
Sharma (014° 4 9 ’ N. 049° 2 7 ’ S . ) 5th January. 
OdEAN SALVOR beina sent to assist.
(C. in C-E.F. 060547Z. )

Ship reported torpedoed and blew up in your 
030544* not to all addressees was U.3«3. ALBERT 
GALLATIN. All crew pic.-zed up by BRITANNIA and 
arrived at Aden. Submarine seen.
(Com. Aden 060924^ to C« in C.E.F.)
* report by A/C of unknown vessel torpedoed.

The following particulars are forwarded in accordance with E.F. 
716H/71/27 A. ALBERT GALLATIN. B. 21° 2 1 ’ N. 059° 53’ E. 0452Z/2 
C. submarine. D.. Torpedoed'ship sunk. E. One. Hit ship star
board side at number three hold second explosion 3een from boats 
at 0617Z may have been torpedo or H.E. carried as cargo exploding 
F. 71 survivors no casualties. G- No. H» Yes but very poor 
radiation. I. Submarined periscope sighted at C454Z bearing 130° 
1000 yard3 ship opened fire no result. Very loud explosion heard 
at 0653Z after ship had 3unk, probably due to cargo exploding. 
(Com. Aden 061436Z.)

Addu Atoll. Future of Adda Atoll. Although Sextant decisions 
not yet received consider it probable that scale 
of defences and work on installations at Addu 
Atoll can be substantially reduced.

- 2. In anticipation of Admiralty approval I have cancelled work
on the erection of Hangar and Torpedo orkshop and Compressor 
House for (?new) aerodrome.
3. Further proposed reductions will be signalled when Sextant 
decisions are received.
(C. in C.E.F. 051127Z to Admty.)

S3. TARENTUM.

33. ROBERT 
F.HOKE.

ALBERT 
GALLATIN 

sunk 2nd Jan.
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America & West Ind ies.

SEARCHER A rr iv ed  New York 5th Jan.
(U.C.8. ) (N.3.H.Q. 060250Z.)

C*T.G. 21.13 G.R. No. 283. R e fe r  to th is  as 051947 from G* in
Desdiv 66. C .Lant, Comdesdiv 66. Depart Hampton Roads

14th January and operate aga inst submarine concen 
ra t ion s  g iv in g  p r i o r i t y  to those that might menace 
U.G.3. G.U.3. convoys. This c o n s t itu te s  T.G. 21. 

13 Captain Vest in CROATAN ComcLesdiv 66 in BRECKINRIDGE Desdiv 
66. Fuel at Bermuda or from U.G.3. G.U.3. tankers as necessary. 
Further orders l a t e r .  BIDDLE w i l l  be d ire c ted  jo in  you at or 
near Bermuda and remainder d iv is io n  66 w i l l  be d ir e c te d  report to 
you f o r  th is  duty.
(Comnaveu 060406.)

CortdiTB 23 Task fo rc e  recon s t itu ted  Gapt. Berdine in 
and 7. LANDSDALE. R e fe r  to th is  as 051843 from Ginclant

Comcortdiv 23 in  SELL3TR0M, Gortd iv 23, Comcortdiv 
7 in MOORE, Gortd iv 7. Escort U.G.3. 30 d ep a rt in g  
Chesapeake Bay 14th January f o r  North A fr ic a  r e 

turning when d ire c ted  by Commorseafron esco r t in g  G.U.3. 29. 
(Comnaveu 0604 1 3 . )

*

Z ig -zagg in g . Independent Merships. Control o f  z ig - z a g g in g  by 
Admty. and Navy Dept, cannot be as t im e ly  or 
economical as that by D iv e r t in g  A u th o r it ie s  , o.ving 
to la g  in  inward and outward communications and to  

incomplete p ic tu re  o f ' l o c a l  U-Boat s itu a t ion s . This is  borne out 
by past experience o f s im ila r  con tro l  o f  an ti- to rpedo  gear and 
appears to n u l l i f y  most o f  the advantages o f fe r e d  by C. in  C.3.A* 
071143 December.
2. B.A.M.S. areas which are not opera t iona l are so la rge  that 
geograph ica l su bd iv is ion  w i l l  be necessary to  l im i t  z ig - za g g in g  
to threatened l o c a l i t i e s .  Though they thus o f f e r  l i t t l e  advan
tage as basis o f  c o n tro l  t h e i r  use can be accepted.
3. As con tro l by D ive r t in g  A u th o r it ie s  appears e s s e n t ia l  to 
achieve the f u l l  a c ce le ra t io n  o f  sh ipping turn-round so u rgen tly  
necessary request you w i l l  seek U.3. concurrence to  any compromis 
that w i l l  secure th is .  Com. Tenth F le e t  C* <& R . ’ s 201828 Dec. 
r e fe r s .
(A .C .N .S . (F )  060956A to B .A .D .)

RANGITATA 
(U .C .9 . )

RANGITATA detached 051148Z p o s it io n  54.21 N. 38.09 
W» Proceeding alon^ s tragg l 'e rs  route your 042009 
speed 13 knots*
(C.T.G. 21.7 061445 to  C. in C.W.A.)

U/B e s t i -  (N.3.H.Q. Ottawa 061447Z, Cominch 061520.)
mates.

/ARETHU3A. . .
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A m erica  & ¥/est In d ie s  -  Contd.

ARETHU3A. D epa rted  Bermuda f o r  H orta  1600Z/6 a t  11 kno ts .
(Comnob Bermuda 061455 .)

HUMBOLDT D eparts  N o r f o lk  f o r  B r i s t o l ,  E . i ’ .D. X .S .  1800/6.
(U -S . seap lan e  A rran gem en ts . 
t e n d e r . )  (Comnaveu 061559 .)

N . A t l a n t i c  
A/3
O pera t ions  .

G .R. No. 1047. Comply Cominch 053212*’ . C om fa ir  
N o r f o lk  d e l i v e r  th e s e  in s t r u c t i o n s  to o th e r  C .V .Es 
upon r e p o r t in g .
(0 .  in  C .Lan t 061657 to  G• T.G . 2 1 .1 6 ,  2 1 .15 , 21 .12  
2 1 .1 3 ,  2 1 .1 1 ,  C om fa ir  N o r f o lk ,  U .3 .3 .  CARD, BOGUN, 
SANTEE, I n f o .  C o m a ir la n t , A l l  subs, c o p y in g  N .P .G . 
Fox. )
*  C on f irm in g  C .V .E . o p e r a t io n s  when e a s t  o f  A zo re s

33. LEVI LEVI WOODBURY a t  New York  s in c e  17th  Dec. ha3 n o t
WOODBURY. d ep a r ted  your 051117Z* r e f e r s .

(Com. 10th F l e e t  C. & R. 061708Z. )
* Request f o r  t im e and d a te  o f  s a i l i n g  from  N .Y . 
o f  LEVI WOODBURY. Sh ip  u s in g  c a l l s i g n  KDFN r e 
p o r t e d  to rp ed o ed .

C .U .10. O f f  O versay  a t  1830Z/5. A l l  a r r i v e d .  
(D .T .D .  051921A.)

V a r io u s  Search  o f  a rea  55 N. 67 W. where u n id e n t i f i e d  sh ip
O p e ra t io n a l  r e p o r t e d  to rp ed oed  050658 r e v e a l s  no e v id e n c e  o f
I n t e l l i g e n c e .  any s in k in g  my 032152 r e f e r s .  A l l  t im es  Z. My

042159 runner i d e n t i f i e d  as RIO GRANDE northbound. 
My 052229 runner i d e n t i f i e d  as BURGENLAHD cou rse  
n o r th - e a s t  sunk by U .3 .3 .  OMAHA ana JCTUETT.

P a ra . B» U .3*3 « CORE Radar c o n ta c t  4 3 .5 4  N. 19 .40  W. 050748.
CORE A/C s ig h t e d  wake same a rea  050933.
P a ra .  D. Army B. 2’5 s ig h t e d  s u r fa c e d  submarine cou rse  190, 14 .20  
N. 68 .50  W. 051303.
(Cominch 062150 to  A dm ty .)

A u s t r a l i a  oc New Z ea lan d .

D ig e s t  s e r i a l  3. Many ba rges  one s h ip  s ig h t e d  S t .  G eorges  Channel 
No. 716 Jan. 5. same n ig h t  4/5 Jan. by U. S• Navy C a ta l in a ,  wh ich  

a ls o  a t ta c k e d  f i v e  sh ip  convoy c o m p r is in g  th ree  
3/M c h a s e r s ,  two ca rgo  v e s s e l s ,  25 m ile s  N.N.W. 
Rabaul h ead ing  Rabau l. One h i t  r e p o r t e d  on 3/M 
Chaser s i l e n c i n g  k/k f i r e .

/1 5 .. .
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A us t r a l i a c: Hew Z e a la n d .

D i g e s t  a e r i a l  1 5 .  M orn in g  Jan . 4 t h  c a r r i e r  b a a e d  p la n e s  
No. 716 J an . 5 . a t t a c k e d  two d e s t r o y e r s  s o u t h  w e s t e r n  S t r a i t  s c o r - j  
(Contci. ) in g  h i t s  bombs t o r p e d o e s .  One d e s t r o y e r  b e l i e v e d

su n k  one  p r o b a b l y  su n k . One medium c a r g o  v e 3 3 e l  
o n l y  s h i p p i n g  s i g h t e a  K a v ie n g  H a r b o u r .
18 . C a r r i e r  b a 3 e a  a i r c r a f t  o v e r  xfav ieng  r e f e r  
p a r a .  15 t h i s  d i g e s t  s h o t  down 7 f i g h t e r s ,  one  

f l o a t p l a n e ,  on e  medium bom ber . Our l o s s e s  one f i g h t e r .  
(O .H .Q .3 .W .P .A .  0 6 0 5 4 5 . )

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S u b m a r in es  R e p o r t e d . 

E s t im a t e s .
( D . D . I . e .  0 6 1 4 2 4 A , 0 S 1 4 3 0 A . )

S u b m a r in es  A t t a c k e d .

A. 1 .  A /C  R . 58 a t t a c k e d  U -B oa t  s i g h t e d  on s u r f a c e  
a t  2215/5  in  4 7 . 0 0  N. 0 5 . 3 8  ¥/.
2* W e l l i n g t o n  J - 4 0 7  s i g h t e d  U -B o a t  on  s u r f a c e  a t  
0 5 1 6 /6  i n  4 6 . 4 6  N. 0 6 .2 4  W.
3 .  L i b e r a t o r  N .224  r e p o r t e d  U -B oa t  a t  2 1 1 0 /5  in  
4 3 . 4 8  N. 0 7 .2 2  W-
B. 1* A /C  - / 1 1 0  R adar  c o n t a c t  a t t a c k e d  a t  1 1 0 7 /4  
i n  4 8 . 0 6  N. 10 *4 2  V/.

2» Br. 33* TARENTUM r e p o r t e d  'S333 3 /L  s i g h t e d "  a t  1 5 0 0 /5  i n  1 0 * 0 0  
N. 7 5 .5 0  S .
D. 1. T r a n s i t  a/C s i g h t e d  U -B o a t  on  s u r f a c e  a t  1 2 1 8 /5  in  6 2 .0 2  N. 
3 0 .3 0  W.
( D . D . I . C .  0 6 1 1 5 4 A -)

3/ivi a t t a c k  
& s i g h t i n g  
summary f o r  
24 h r s • t o  
0 9 0 0 Z /6 .
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Conmands.

1. ( a )  A t 1613 to -d a y ,  w h ile  c a r r y in g  o u t an 
A/S sweep in  044° 18 ' N. 021° 1 7 ’ W. (a b o u t  600 
m ile s  W. o f  Cape O r te g a l )  in  company w ith  NENE 
and WASKSSIU o f  E .G .6 , th e  f r i g a t e  TWEED was 
to rp e d o e d  by a U -B oat and sank  in  two m in u te s ;  
th e  C .O ., 7 o th e r  o f f i c e r s  and 44  r a t i n g s  w ere 
re s c u e d  by NENE. Many o f  them  b e in g  in ju r e d  
i n t e r n a l l y .  WASKESIU c a r r i e d  o u t d e p th -c h a rg e  
a t t a c k s  a t  1650 and 1715, and  a t  1953Z th e  s e a rc h  
f o r  th e  U -B oat was c o n t in u in g .
(b )  The A d m ira lty  c o n s id e r  to -d a y  t h a t  a l l  
l i k e l y  B lo c k a d e - ru n n e rs  from  th e  F a r  E a s t ,  o th e r  
th a n  T an k e rs , a r e  now a c c o u n te d  f o r ;  and t h a t ,  
up to  y e s te r d a y ,  no B lo c k a d e - ru n n e r  h a s  s a i l e d  
from  any  B isc a y  p o r t .
( c )  Some f i v e  o r  s i x  U -B oats were s ig h t e d  i n  th e  
Bay a r e a  to - d a y ,  one b e in g  a p p a re n t ly  d i s a b le d ;  
and th r e e  o f  them  w ere a t t a c k e d  by  o u r A/C.

(2 )  The S/M. TANTIVY s a i l e d  to  j o in  th e  E a s te r n  
F l e e t  to - d a y .

(3 )  446 F o r t r e s s e s  and 125 L ib e r a t o r s  o f  8 th  U .S.
A ir  F o rc e  accom panied  by 514 T h u n d e rb o lts ,  4 4  
M ustangs and 88 L ig h tn in g s  bombed L udw igshafen  
w ith  good r e s u l t s .

(4 )  I t  i s  r e l i a b l y  r e p o r te d  t h a t  some F .W .200 
A/C. and p o s s ib l y  a l s o  some J u .2 9 0  A/C. a r e  now 
f i t t e d  to  c a r r y  a t  l e a s t  two R a d io - c o n tr o l le d  
R ocket G l id e r  Bombs.

N orth  A t l a n t i c .

(5 )  A/C. P .1 7 9  a t ta c k e d  a U -B oat on th e  s u r f a c e .  
At 2245 in  3 6 .3 8  N. 0 2 .0 5  W. (S .S .  o f  S p a in )  and 
s t r a d d le d  i t  w ith  d e p th  c h a rg e s  and gunned th e  
h u l l .

i
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Fuime.

Aegean.

Force G.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.
(6) Spitfires to-day attacked Ongelia (shore of 
the Ligurian Sea) where hits with bombs were made 
on the docks and a cargo liner was hit and near 
missed.
(7) GRENVILLE and ULSTER carried out a sweep of 
the Italian coast between San Benedetto and 
Ancona last night. No shipping was seen but two 
trains were shelled near San Giorgio (43° 11' N.
13° 47' E.) one of which was hit and stopped.
(8) U.S.Fortresses attacked the torpedo factory at 
Fuime to-day. The main buildings were not hit, 
but there were many hits on the railway yards and 
in the town.
(9) 4 Liberators and 2 Wellingtons successfully 
mined Rhodes harbour last night, 5 Halifaxes 
providing diversionary bombing of the harbour
installations with good results.

(10) The landing ships BULOLO, GLENGYLE,WINCHESTER 
CASTLE, ASCANIA, DERBYSHIRE, SOBIESKI and CIRCASSIA 
from the East Indies sailed from Port Said for 
Naples to-day.

East Indies.
(11) 9 Liberators laid 36 mines in the Rangoon
River to-day.

China.
(12) U.S. A/C. sank two ships and destroyed 30 
to 40 sampans in the Yangtze River to-day.
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SITUATION REPORT.

America and West Indies.
(13) The new A/S Carrier SHAH arrived at San 
Francisco today from Esquimalt.

Australia and New Zealand.
(14) A Naval Catalina destroyed a 5000 ton 
auxiliary oiler and damaged two other small ships 
30 miles N. of Madang, Papua in the early hours.

(15) Allied patrol craft shelled enemy positions 
at Choiseul Bay last night. It is thought suppli 
may have been landed at Choiseul Bay on 5th Jan.

(16) Allied M.T.Bs. had an indecisive encounter 
last night with 3 northbound enemy surface craft S.E. of Bougainville.

(17) Three litchells attacked a U-Boat off 
Saidor (N.W. coast of New Guinea) at dusk today 
and it is believed severely damaged or possibly sank the enemy.



MOST SECRET

War Diary*

H.S. 293 
Bomb3 in 
F *W* and 
Ju. A/C.
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GENERAL.

Reliable reports indicate that some F.W. 200 air
craft are fitted to carry at least two H.3. 293 
bombs.
2. It is possible that Ju. 290 aircraft may be 
used for the same purpose.

(D.G.D. 071105A, A.G.M. ,282A .)

HOME COMMANDS.

policy.

TANTIVY 6th Jan. sailed,
for Eastern (F-0.3. 071051A.)
Fleet.

ST. ELSTAN Your 040948 January. ST. EI3TAN will be sailed 
for Azores. a.m. 8th» S .T .A . Azores 15/1.

COTILLION should be sailed to Liverpool at earlies 
opportunity. A more suitable trawler will be 
sailed, when available, to relieve ST. ELSTAN.
(C. in C.W.A. 071505A to S.B.N-0.Azores.)

AMIENS. As result of trials carried out I strongly recom
mend postponement of departure of ship till the 
fair season.
4. While waiting for her departure ship may be us 
for local duties: submarine escort for example.
(AMIENS 071740A to F .N .G .B . London.)

Operati ons

Operation 
"Stonewall" 
TWEED sunk.
3 U/Bs at
tacked by A/C.

Position of 6 (?small) vessels type unknown 47° 
07' N. 5° 33' W.
(A/C Duty A 070013A to 19 Group.)
D/F bearings at 0234Z indicate U-Boat within 100' 
N.E. or 3.W. of 43° 30' N. 23° W.
(D.D. I.C . 070613A to NEWS, TWEED, WASKE3IU.)
Good D/F fixing at 0254/7th indicated one or more 
U-Boats witnin 30 miles of 043° 45 ' N* 021° 30* W< 

Carry out search in this vicinity forthwith. Expect Fortress 
aircraft from Azores by day.
(C- in C.W.A. 070936A to NENE, TWEED, WASKESIU.)

Cinclant has ordered U.3. CORE to proceed to Hampton Roads 
when logistics require. •

(D .O .D .H . 071255A to C> in C.W.A. F-O.G.M.a . C* in C.
Plymouth. )

/ I n . .
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HOME COMMANDS ♦

Operations.

Operation 
"S tonew a ll" .  
TWEED sunk.
3 U/Bs a t 
tacked by A/C. 
(C on ta .)

In view o f  A.M» 041800A and 061912A i t  is  consider
ed the assistance o f  LE FAJITASQUE and LE MALIN now 
at Horta is  no lon ger  requ ired f o r  operation  
"S ton ew a ll" .
(G. in  G.Plymouth 071331A to Admty. )
TWEED torpedoed, p o s i t io n  44° 18* N. 21° 19' W. 
(E.G.6 0716112 to  G. in  C.W.A.)
Co-operate w ith naval fo r c e  hunting U-Boat position
44.18 N. 21. 33 W.
(A/C Duty 0 071730Z to A/C SH9.)

TWEED torpedoed in 44° 18* N. 21° 19' W»
(D .D .I.C . 071816A to  C. in  C.W.A. C. in  C.Plymouth, F.O.G.M.A. 
H.Q.C.G. )

A. My 052000. Convoy commitments r e fe r r e d  to w i l l  not now 
a r is e  u n t i l  approx. a*m. 11th January.

(H.Q.G.G. 071833 to 247 Group.)
A.M. 041800.

3. A l l  l i k e l y  blockade-runners from Far East other than tankers 
are now accounted fo r .  Tankers MADRONO ana poss ib ly  BRAKE ana 
CHARLOTTE SCHLIEMANN could be on passage but there is no e v i 
dence o f t h e i r  s a i l in g .
4. I t  is  b e l ie v ed  that WE3SRLAND and BURGENLAND succeeded in 
transm itt ing  a s ign a l b e fo re  being sunk. RIO GRANDE is not 
b e lie v ed  to have done so.
5. Up to 6th January no blockade-runners had s a i le d  from Biscay.
6. Vessel r e fe r red  to  in para. 2 o f  A.M. 041800 p o ss ib ly  
WE3ERLAND having reversed  course f o r  24 hours to throw o f f  
search.

(A .C .N .S .F . 0Y1908A to  A . I .Q .  13 .)
I f  TWEED can steam esco r t  her to northwards, otherwise 3 ink 

her and continue sweep u n t i l  dawn. Then proceed to  jo in  0 .3 .64/ 
K.M.3. 38 at economical speed.

(C. in  C.W.A. 071926Z to NENS.)
Have obtained A.S'.V. contact in 48° 00* N. 09° 24 ’ W. 

Probably a surface v e s s e l .
(A/C Duty S to 19 Group No T .0 .0 . Reed. 072005.)
My 071617Z. TWEED torpedoed a f t  a t 1613 in 044° 18' N. 021° 

17' W* ana sank 1615*
WA3KE3IU ca rr ied  out depth-charge a ttack  at 1650 and 1715.
C.O. 7 o f f i c e r s ,  and 36 ratings picked up by NENE. U-Boat search 
continues.

(E.G.6 071953Z to  C* in  C.W.A.)
P-C. and 3* o f  1 enemy merchant v e ss e l  o f  ?(200 tons) 47°

18' N« 6° 20* W. course 030° Speed 4 knots.
(A/C Duty W 072130A to 19 Group.)
20 small unknown v e s s e ls ,  one tug, not moving, p o s it io n  

46° 05' N. 4° 22’ W.
(A/C Duty W 072306 to 19 Group.)

W.A.G.M. 876 N.D. 3rd January.
A. 1612 -  1000 yards green 120. B. H.E. e f f e c t  on bearing  not 
s igh ted . C» Not known. D. TWEED a lte re d  towards and se t  emer
gency pattern . E. N i l .  F. 1613 at break o f  quarter-deck, s ta r 
board s id e .  G. No d e fe c t iv e . .  H. Wind S.E. 2, sea and 3well 21, 
v i s i b i l i t y  over 10 m iles , sky 3/10 clouded. I .  TWEED, NENE, 
WA3KE3IU in l in e  abreast from port to starboard d istance apart 
2 m iles ca rry in g  out A/3 sweep, course 180°, speed 13 Knots, 
z ig za g  number 8* J. No. K* No in d ica t ion . L« In v e s t ig a t io n  of 
f i s h  echo immediately p r io r  to contact.

(^ .G .5 072355Z to Admty.)

T t f c F p  Itj U 'iCS * * * ) /Operation. •.
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O perations -  Contd.
♦

O peration  F aroes departu re  3 .0 .1 3 t h  M/3 in  READY w ith
F.V. 0RE3TE3.

(N .O .I .G . Faroes 070423A t o  Capt. D .17. ) 
Helensburgh a r r iv a l s  HURON, OXLIP, HONEYSUCKLE, 
RHODODENDRON.
(N .O .I .G . Faroes 070546A to  R.A.D. Capt. D .1 7 . ) 

Faroes dep artu re  HURON, OXLIP, HONEYSUCKLE, RHODODENDRON. 
(N .O .I .C .  Faroes 071201A to  Capt. D .1 7 . )

3AUMAREZ and SCOURGE southbound at 18 knots w i l l  pas3 
through STRATAGEM, TAKU and UNSWERVING area tomorrow p a ssin g  
065° 30* N. 001° 4 0 '  E. about 0600A /8 th  Jan. on passage t o  Scapa* 
2* 3/ivis con cern ed  are to  keep to  extreme ea stern  l i m i t  o f  th e ir  
p a t r o l  l i n e  u n t i l  2200A/3th»
3. D estroyers  are b e in g  informed o f  your area.

( F .0 .3 .  071938A t o  3 /M s .)
To av o id  own submarines on a n t i  U-Boat p a t r o l  ke.ep to the 

westward o f  lo n g .  001° W. when south o f  066° N.
(V .A .2  072128A to  3AUMAREZ. )
Scapa a r r iv a l s  Capt. D.17 D .F. in  ONSLOW w ith ONSLAUGHT, 

ORWELL, HURON, HA IDA, IROQUOIS, IMPULSIVE.
(A .C .0 .3 .  07 2333A .)

A /3  sweep While w a i t in g  to  meet H.X. 273, ca r ry  out o f f e n -
by B . l .  s iv e  A /3  sweep. Best p r o b a b i l i t y  area  053° 0O' N.

020° 20 ' W« where U-Boat was D/Fd. at 0 7 4 8 /6 th . 
P robable  d u ra t io n  o f  sweep from  l2 0 0 A /8 th  t i l l  
1200A/9th.
(C* in  C-'V.A. 071215A ' to  B . l . )

My 071216A. Sweep i3 to  be con d u cted  d u rin g  dark hours on ly .
Area is  n ot  to  be e n te re d  t i l l  dark.
(C. in  C.W.A. 072027A t o  B . l . )

SCEPTRE, I .3 «0 .H .  P .216 r e p o r t .
p a tro l  r e p o r t .  1. A. 1809 /3  in  030° 2 m iles  from V i l l a  s ig h te d  

armed tra w ler  (cou rse  and speed) 210° 7 kn ots .
B. 1056/4  in  210° 4 m iles  from  V i l l a  a t ta ck ed  
w ith  4 to rp ed oes  le a d in g  s h ip  (1200 to n s )  o f  

2 e s c o r t e d  by 1 t ra w le r  course  and speed 040° 7 knots range 4000 
yards . Torpedo m issed. 3 e x p lo s io n s  a t  5 minutes and at s u i 
ta b le  in t e r v a l s  a f t e r  f i r i n g .  I n e f f e c t i v e  and d is t a n t  cou n ter  
a t ta c k  w ith  6 depth ch arges .
2* E x c e p t io n a l ly  bad weather e x p e r ie n ce d  during p a t r o l  making 
approach  to  c o a s t  d i f f i c u l t  and f r e q u e n t ly  im p o s s ib le .
3. D e ta i l s  o f  d e f e c t s .
( 3 .0 .  3/Ms. Lerw ick 071224A .)

C oa sta l  Force (C* in  C.Plymouth 071345A .) 
P a tro l3 *  (C. in  C. Portsmouth 071503A .)

/O p e r a t i o n . . .
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Operation
F.W.

?V.P.
Operations.

Operations -  Contd.

My 050701 para. 6D.
Force one is  not to proceed east o f long. 15° E* 
unless a c tin g  on enemy in form ation .
(C. in  C.H.F. 071543A to V .A .2 * )

(A .C .0 .3 . 071631A, 071702A. )
W.D.Notes W. D. have no key to the meaning o f 
these s ig n a ls .

S/M P a tro ls . P o s it io n  o f  S/Ms at 0800A/8th and movements fo r  
fo llo w in g  24 hours.
A. STRATAGEM, TAKU, UNSWERVING, SPITEFUL as in  
my 051529.

D. VIKING p a t r o l l in g  v i c in i t y  50° 50* N. 008° 30' W- d ived  by 
day.
F. TANTIVY 49° 48' N. 012° 32' W. dived by day through 49° 11' 
N. 013° 22' W. to southward. Speed 170 m iles per day.
G. PIPIN03 49° 10' N. 012° 54' W. d ived  by day, course 180°, 
speed 136 m iles per day.
(F .0 .3 . 071731A, 080758A.)

Mining.

Sheerness At 0905A/7th exp los ion  reported  by F le tch er
E xplosion . B a tte ry . P o s it io n  o f exp los ion  R. 454933 was

seen and heard, column o f  w ater 20 to  30 f t *  
considerab le  b lack  smoke.
Reported at same time as C.G. Y/arden Po in t 345° 
1 m ile approx. No sh ipping in v i c in i t y .
(X.D.O* Sheerness 071031 to C. in  C .N o re .)

Yarmouth. 0 Sweepers cut moored mine in 053° 03 ' 00” N*
001° 43 ' 36” E- at 1001A.
(F .O .I .C . Gt. Yarmouth 071055A to Admty.)

C asua lties  & D efects*

URANIA. Damage through fo u lin g  o f  buoy in  harbour during
ga le  a t 0620/6, p ro p e lle r  requ ires  to  be changed. 
(URANIA 071310A.)

Convoy
A .T .84 .

Shipping & Convoys.

Am over enemy S/M in  61° 10' N. 34° 55' YN 
(A/C L I 0700a 5A to  A rtunshofd i W/T.)
N.R* 2. Contact lo s t  w ith  submarine s h a ll I  
continue esco rt?  No a tta ck  made*
(A/C L I 070150A.)
N.R. 3. Revise 046, 60° 07' N. 35° 28' W. 
(A/C L I. 070215A.)

/0• 3.64. . .

' v



War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

MOST SECRET.

119
7. 1.1944. 
Friday.

0.3.64/ 
K.M.S. 38.

Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
My 051722 para. 3. Cancel VANOC and VERITY. 
(C. in C.W.A. 071041Z.)
AVON sailed to overtake 0.3.64/K-M.S.38 by 
071800A-
(Cdre. D.W.A. 071801A, 081416A.)

K.M.S.
convoys > 
routeing.

Pass to N.C.S.Os. at West Coast Assembly Ports* 
Cancel para. 2 of A.M. 202029^ Nov. K.M.3.39 
and subsequent K.M.S. convoys are to be routed i 
accordance with the new edition of M.S.C.I.
C. in C. Med’ 3 201535A Dec. refers.
(D.T.D. 071626A to C. in C.-W.A. )
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North Atlantic.
O.V.E’s Request general location your G.V.E's at present
operating engaged in a /S operations in Atlantic. Refer
in Atlantic. Cominch 052215Z / Refer to this as 052104 from 

Oinclant.
(Comnaveu, 070012 to Admty.)
/ Re patrol areas of British and American O.V.E's. 

STRIKER with 0.S.63 transferring to S.L.144 today Friday.
F2NGER sails 14/1 with 0.S.65.
(2) 6th Group (3 Frigates) with shore based aircraft in about 
43 degs. N. 22 degs. W. Bone Group (1 Frigate, 2 Destroyers) 
to 52 degs. N. 25 degs. W.
(3) Your 070012 refers.
(D.O.D.(H), 072002A to Comnaveu)

Air Search completed by Catalina H.M.D.T. on A/S
Search. sweep Agadir to 030 degs. 30’ N. 021 degs. 00' W*

from 0700 to 1930A/7.
(F.O.G.M.A. 070152A)

TANTIVY. Onward route. Proceed on the surface at
discretion at 10 knots until 0200A/13th and at 
11 knots thereafter.
(2) Total bombing restrictions 10 miles either 

side of your route from 50 miles ahead to 5o miles astern of 
your estimated position. Report if unable to keep within 
bombing restrictions.
(F.O.G.M.A. 071612a to TANTIVY, (R) G.S. PIPINOS, Admty. 
F.0.(3), C. in C. Plymouth, Capt.(S) 10th,Cant. (3) 3rd,
0. in C. lied., Command U.3. Fleet, 0. in C. W.A., C.M.S.F.)

G.U.S.
Routes.

Corn. 10th Fleet 051815/G.U.S. Routes, 
to concur unless you have any remarks. 
(2) Request early reply.
(D.O.D.(H), 071714A to F.O.G.M.A.)
/ Former given Most Secret distribution.

Intend

GAETA. F.O.G.M.A's 071154 not to Admiralty please arrange
for examination of bottom and overhaul of GAETA 
before sailing.
(A.B.N.A.Madrid, 071821a )

P.51. Cancel my 061817a
(F.O.G.M.A. 071902A to H.M.8/Hi.P.51. (R) Capt.(S) 
10, C. in C. Med. V.A.M., Com. N.O.B.Oran, Com. 
Algeria.)

Blockade /...
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Blockade
runner
ashore
near
Bordeaux.

North Atlantia - Gontd.
Following is a repetition of Bilbao’s 061611 begins 
Following for B.N.A. Madrid large ship recently 
attacked and also.driven ashore near entrance 
Bordeaux Harbour is reported to be large 
Japanese blockade runner with very valuable cargo 
of minerals which Germans are unloading by night 
with small ore carrying ships from Bilbao and 
Bayonne. Reliable A.2 UZNAPTOO 061611 ends.
(A.B.N.A.Madrid, 071916A to D.N.I.(R) 3.0.(i) Gib.)

U/B. Hunt U/B reported position 36.40 N. 02.00 W. at
S301 course 045 degs. 8 knots.
(Gib. W/T, 072313A to Duty N.)

South Atlantic.
RIO GRANDE. Following information obtainable today by examina

tion of wreckage. Refer to this as 052255. 
Originator unknown by Gomnaveu. Cargo contained 
large amount crude rubber labelled French Indo

china. Entirely satisfied that this was RIO GRANDE. Other 
cargo, lard, vegetable oil. Conclude vessel definitely 
Northbound.
(Comnaveu, 070C09Z)

0.S.62. FAL in collision with French ship ANNAMITE in
FAL in 010 degs. 27’ N. 016 degs. 39' W. ANNAMITE
collision. renorts no damage and'is proceeding. FAL holed 

above waterline and is returning to Freetown.
Am proceeding in accordance with your 051238Z.
My P.C.S. 010 degs. 28' N. 016 degs. 41* W.
310 degs. 12 knots altering to 357 degs. at 1015. 
(WOLVERINE, 070510Z to F.O.C.W.Af.)

D.F.bearings Technical. „ .
of blockade (G* in C* S.A. 070901B, F.O.C.V/.Af* 071037Z)
runner W. of 
Ascension.

Operation Completed. My 030931 refers. Result negative. 
"Woodcutter".(C. in C* S.A, 071015G)

WESERLAND /. . .
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South Atlantic.- Contd.

WES ER LAND Understand that 8 Boat loads of survivors from
survivors. blockade runners are making for Brazilian coast.

My 061911 refers /. U.3. have advised Brazilian
authorities and requested that they should be 
treated as prisoners of war.
(B.N.3.0. Rio de Janeiro, 071320Z to Adraty.)
/ 134 survivors ex German blockade runner 
7/33ERLANG. Ko details re survivors of RIO
GRANGE and BURGENLAND.

Among prisoners landed (my 061911 / refers) are 35 Italians 
ex S/M crew.
(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeriro, 072128Z)
/ Re prisoners ex 7/ESERLANB.

I* Free ear" Now that French and Italian cruisers are patrol-
Patrol. ling in the same area the question of command

should they b-e required to act in company must 
be clarified. Matter is further complicated 
by fact that Italian Admiral Blancheri and French 

Admiral Parthes both go to sea. This also complicates issue 
should British or American ships become involved. At present 
Biancheri when at sea flies his flag in other cruiser is she 
is in harbour for sake of amour propre but continuation of 
this practice is undesirable. Request instructions. I 
suggest that Italian ships rank after French in same way as 
Allies rank after British and American in accordance with A.M. 
211954/Sept. 1943 para.l. This would entail command of mixed 
forces devolving upon Admiral Biancheri but not on Italian 
Captains. 0 „
(F.O.O.W.Af. 072238Z to Adnrt&O
/ Re: procedure regarding command of mixed groups.
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Daily 
Opsum 254.

Mediterranean.
M.S.1386. A.340 January 7. Jan 5/6th. 4 
Liberators (B.24's) 2 Wellingtons successfully 
mined Rhodes Harbour 26'Mark V.2 Mark A. 5 
Halifaxes provided diversionary bombing of the 
harbour installations with good results. 75 by500 pounds. 

(H.Q. R.A.F. M.S., 0709573.)

C.S.15. Intend to transfer Flag to ORION at 0900/10. 
(F.0.15 C.S. 071010A.)

M.K.F. 27A. Intend to call special convoy sailing from 
Port Said for U.K. about 13th Jan. M.K.F.27A. 
(F.O.L.E.K. 071121.)

BARFLEUR. French Admiralty wish to send French A.M. C. 
BARFLEUR to Madagascar in February with reliefs 
for Naval and Military Personnel.
2. Request you concurrence. Ship could be 

included in appropriate convoy leaving Algiers end of January. 
(C. in C. Med. 071135A to C. in C.E.F.)

BACCHUS. My 062335G.Entered Aegean 000 G.M.T/7th course S.W. No 
escort observed.
(S.O. (i) Istanbul 071155C to F.O.I.C. Eastern 
Med., (r ) Gapt• S.l. D.N.j,. )

I.X.F.7. 8. Escorts. (A) Oran to Malta D.S.SLAZAK, 
CATTSRICK, BLENCATHRA. (B) Malta to Port Said 
ANTWERP, S.O. ALDE M A M , BELVOIR, G. S. MIAOULES,

• G.S. PINDOS.
(C. in C. Med. 071231A, 081940A.) See Amendment 
081121A.

UNSEEN. Proceed so as to pass through 038° 11' N. 001°
54’ E. 2359A/7th thence proceeding on the surface 
to R/V Algiers escort in 036° 55' N. 00° 03' E. 
at 1200A/8th. (2) Bombing restrictions have 
been adjusted.
(N.O.I.C. Algiers 071426A to P.51 (UNSEEN) (R)
F.O.G.M.A., Capt. (S) 10, C. in C. Med.)

CAMELIA.
A

LMy 051805C. Exact position CAMSLIA this is known 
to Swedish Salvage Association; explosion occurred 
a.m. 29th December.
(S.O. (I) Istanbul 071557C.)

Force G. F.O.L.E.M's 052045^sailed 1551/7th January. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said 071743B.) * Most Secret 
Distribution.

/UNIVERSAL...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C on td .
R e tu rn  M addalena due to  d e f e c t s .  P ro c e e d in g  a l  o rd e re d  r o u t e  u n t i l  0 1 0 0 /8 th  th e n  tu r n  to  r e c i p r o c a l  c o u rs e  to  p a s s  p o s i t i o n  240° M onachi Rock 5 m ile s  a t  0 9 0 0 /8 th . S. o f  A. 6 k n o ts .  
(UNIVERSAL 071830A to  C a p t. S . 10 (R) C. i n  0 . M ed., P .5 3  (ULTOR) ) .

(1 )  W eather p re v e n te d  o p e r a t io n s  ta k in g  p la c e  in  th e  A d r i a t i c  d u r in g  th e  n i g h t  5 t h / 6 t h  J a n .(2 )  D u rin g  g a le  a t  B i z e r t a  on 6 th  J a n .  SS. ROBERT ERSKENE and EMPIRE LIVINGSTONE w ere d r iv e n  a s h o re  and b a d ly  damaged S a lv a g e  w ork in  
p r o g r e s s .  (3 )  SS. WILLIAM 3. ROSECRANS inr e p o r te d  m ined b u t  more p ro b a b ly  to rp e d o e d  in  1 0 ’ N. 014° 1 5 ’ E. a t  1 2 3 5 /6 t h .  S h ip  l a t e r  san k . 

072215A .)
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East Indies.
Area A. No definite indication presence of 
U-boats in this area. Air escort X.
Area B. The Japanese U-boat operating off Masirah 
torpedoed and sank U.S. ALBERT GALLATIN 2nd Jan. 
Last reported sighted by SS ANTAR 3rd January but 
no indication she has left area. Air escort Y. 
Area C. No evidence presence U-boat. Air escort 
X.

Area D. Consider no U-boat in area. Air escort V.
Area E. Sighted by TARENTUM 5th January off Cochin considered 
doubtful. One U-boat (German) may be either in this area or in 
area Cochin but in view of lack of information scale of air 
escort reduced to X.
Area F. No fresh information. Air escort X.
Area G. Air escort reduced to X.
(C. in C.E.F. 070U48Z).

Bi-weekly
U-boat
Disposition 
No.15.

Air
raid
warnings.

Request following be promulgated now as an Admty. 
Lettered message and subsequently promulgated as 
a Camsi.
(C. in C.E.F., 071026Z).

MARIPOSA From D.D.S.T.I. View B.A.Ds. 052121 intend
embark 500 but would be grateful for permission 
to increase accordance my 031039.
(P.S.T.O.I. 0710*4-1 Z to B.A.D.).

Daily Details of series to commence 10th Jan.
situation (C. in C.E.F. 071327Z).
report See Lion Copy,
signals.

ROBERT F. OCEAN SALVOR has pumped engine room half dry and
HOKE. stiffening tunnel door, proposes trimming ship

to even keel. Anticipate ship ready for towing 
on Sunday. My boiler hours 1200, ~!Q% oil fuel 
remaining. Propose escorting tow to Aden. 
(LULWORTH, 071530Z to N.O.i/c Aden).

BETONY. As BETONY has suffered further engine room break
downs today intend to continue towing her to Col
ombo arriving 0900Z/9th as I cannot reach 
Trincomalee in time for destroyers to comply with 

para.3 . of your 270931 December. My P.C. and S. 1U00Z/7 007 degs. 
5k ' N. 072 degs. 02’ E., 107 degs. 10.7 knots. My 051602 and 
061353 refer.
(Cdre. D., 071536 to C. in C.E.F.).

SHAH A.M. 301531/Dec. SHAH has been allocated to
Eastern Fleet as an A/S Carrier on completion 
of her ferrying trip to avoid a long and 
unproductive voyage to U.K. to embark a squadron 

and work up. She will arrive in your command completely

/manned...
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D aily  s itu ation  report s ign a l.
Commencing 10th January s itu ation  reports w i l l  
be s ign a iieo  d a ily  as fo llo w s .

a . Indian Ocean s itu a tion  report (East)
addressed A .I.G . 96. t ' To'be road by ships (corvettes 
above) and'authorities^ reading broadcasts NU and FL.

B. Indian Ocean situation  report (West)
addressed;-£. I.G . 97. to be rear by ships
(co rve ttes  and above) and au th orities  reading 
broadcasts V and FL. (a ) w il l  be passed to 
Admiralty arid- A.C.N.B. and (B) to  Admiralty ana
C. in  0. S.A.

2 , Indian Ocean s itu a tion  Report.

(A and B above) w i l l  include a l l  major warships, 
convoys and' their escorts , MONSTERS and important 
independents at sea. Messages w i l l  be made 
in the fo llow in g  form and should be read in 4 columns.

(1) Name o f  sh ip (s ) or co n voy .t it le  fo llow ed 
number o f  ships and names o f escorts .

thence--due South.

• O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

/B



• A '

B. TO SR (West) between-longitude 035° East and 
longitude 080° East.

4. S/M position a . S/I.:fs will be included
in 10 SR when on p&o,jage and • proceeding to and from 
patrol while «/ê t of a line joining the following 
position.

(1) COX'S' BAZAAR.

(2) 015° North. 085° East.

(3) Equator 085° East.

,(4) 015° ‘JOuth 100° EO» j t «

(5) 020° South 110° Bast B.
of the above line a special signal in station one 
time pad will be made as necessary by G. in C.
Eastern Fleet to ships concerned.

5. Ceylon Merchant Shipping Situation Report ,

To ■simplify in the fleet the work of plotting 
independent merchant ship E.I.S.I.S. will.be 
supplemented by daily situation report of merchant 
ship's positions at 0800Z in- the'area North and 
East of lines joining, the following positions

(1) West Coast of India at latitude 010°
North. ■' 7 ■ ■

(8) 010° 00' N' .078? 13* E,

(3) 002° Couth 072° 15r E.

(4) West coast of Sumatra at latitude 002° couth.
The southern boundary-will normally apply but„wi11 not 
be a hard and fast line. -When the fleet is operating 
south.of the equator the area will be temporarily 
extended asv necessary.: • - y* '■

(6) Ceylon MSSR will Be addressed a .I.'G. 98 and should

in five columns.
\ ,

/(A)-
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(*Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

M T  P ** r a a\/Aa At eU Ip pi iIa \

( ) GlgllS,! lOttQPo.
(ii) Nafcl9 of ship.(0) Position to nearest degree at 0800Z for day following repetition following the date of origin of signal.(D) Destination or course.(E) Speed.The signal will be included in general message period commencing 2050Z.

O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.)

C. O.H.T. (?.) 
K.(UD. T.D.(4) D.T.D.(C) Plot.Adi. Blake.

. t
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East Indies.
SHAH manned operationally and modified but will have
(Contd.). no torpedoes and will not have done any working

up. A fighter flight has not been allocated and 
one cannot be formed yet. One will be made 
available as soon as possible, but the shortage 

of suitable fighters is affecting all A/S Carriers and no 
immediate remedy is in sight.
(2) It has been decided not to embark American 22.4" torpedoes 
in Escort Carriers pending the results of trials which are now 
in progress. SHAH will require a period 0f up to five or six weexs 
after she is clear of her ferry commitment to work up with 
her squadron before she is in an operational condition. 
(A.C.N.S.(F), 072007A to C. in C.E.F. (S.E.A.C.)).
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Suspicious 
Ship.

America and Jest Indies.
Intercept from Hialeana Florida Radio begins. 
SSSS DE KCML / 33.14 N. 66.45 W. suspicious 
vessel signalling 070243Z ends.
(Valentia Radio 070256Z)
/ KIGY (DARTMOUTH).

JAMES I. 
MCKAY. 0.N.217 Ref. C. in C. '.7.A. 020616Z / JAMES I. 

MCKAY not arrived St. Johns.
(N.C.S.O. St. Johns, N.F. 071330Z) 
/  Re 0.N.217 estimated position.

U/B
Estimates.

(N.S.H.Q. 071405Z, Cominch, 071542)

BLIGH , 
BULLEN. 1500Q position approx. 042 degs. 10’ N. 064 degs. 

16* W. Hove to BULLEN in company. Weather * 
report 1865 9918 position to nearest degree 42.64. 
(BLIGH, 071530Q to C. in C. N.A.)

PRINCE HENRY, 
PRINCE DAVID.

As routeing authority request you will take 
necessary action of Admiralty’s 051350A. 
(N.3.H.R. 071720Z to Cominch)
Reply: Affirmative (Gominch, 081927Z)

NORSEMAN. Cable ship NORSEMAN escorted by U.3. C.G.COLFAX 
departed from Barbados 1800Q/7th to position (X) 
018 degs. 27’ N. 067 degs. 50’ '. E.T.A.dawn 10th 
route (V) 013 degs. 36’ 061 degs. 01’ and

017 degs. 57* 067 degs. 29* thence position (X) and on completion 
of repairs (?direct) San Juan. Knots 10.
(B.R.0.Barbad os, 07180 5Q)

J.H.85,
H.J.75.

Detached J.H.85Aat 045 degs. 53’ N. 057 degs. 52’ 
W. Unable to ? rejoin H.J.75? at present speed. 
E.T.A. St. 'Johns N.F. 1800Z/8.
(GODERICH, 072035Z to C. in C. C.N.A., F.O.N.F.)

Survey re 
Sinking 
of 3
blockade 
Runners.

Enemy may be unaware of sinking of all the 3 
blockade runners. It is therefore possible that 
they will send destroyer escorts to R/V in Bay, 
thus presenting opportunity for action.
(2) Please ask Cominch to arrange that no mention 
be made in press for present of recent American 
successes.
(1st S.L.072130A to B.A.D.)

SEARCHER /



MOST SECRET.

128
7.1.1944.

War Diary. Friday.__
FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.

SEARCHES. It is most improbable that SEARCHER'S defects
, will be completed in time for her to make either

of the dates mentioned in your 031613. Further 
signal will be made as soon as a good estimate 
of her completion date can be given.
(B. A. L). 072203Z to Admty. (R) C. in C. W.A., 
F.O.C.T., S.B.N.O. W.At.)

Australia and New Zealand.
Digest (10) Night Jan. 4th/5th M.T.B's damaged two large
Serial barges Sio area. Afternoon Jan. 5th 8 Kittyhawka
No.717 destroyed 5 barges between Sio and Kelanoa
Jan.6. Harbour.

(IS) 6 Mitchells forenoon Jan. 5th bombed straffed 
3 barges and enemy concentrations Choiseul Bay 
where further barge activity reported.

(17) Carrier based A/C over Kavieng morning Jan. 4th refer 
paras. 15 and 18 Digest Serial No.716 Jan. 5th shot down 
additional bomber en route Kavieng.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 070601Z)

V

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

U/B
Est imates.

U/B sighting 
and attack 
Summary.

Submarines Reported.

Extracts: A/C sightings and D/F indicate patrol
line of about 10 between latitude 44 degs. 00' N. 
longitude 16 degs. 00' W. and latitude 44 degs.
00' N. longitude 22 degs. 00' W.
D/F's 0509Z and 0513Z/7th Jan. on approx, longitud 
02 degs. 00' W. indicate 1 or 2 may have passed 
Straits of Gibraltar eastbound.
(D.D.I.C.071435A, 071440A)
Submarines Attacked.
Para. A. (1) A/C N/224 attacked U/B on surface at 
1905/6 in'45 degs. 09' N. 09 degs. 57’ W.
(2) A/C A/- attacked U/B on surface at 2305/6 in 
46 degs. 41' N. 05 degs. 23' W.
(3) A/C attacked U/B at 2325/6 in 45 degs. 57' N. 
06 degs. 06' W.

( 4 ) / . . .
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

(4) A/C P/— attacked U/B at 0510/7 in 46 degs. 45 
N. 06 degs. 05' W.
(5) H.M.C.S. HAIDA attacked periscope at 1930/4 
in 70 degs. 32’ N. 02 degs. 25’ E«
(6) A/C U/206 sighted U/B at 1730/6 in 43 degs. 53 
N. 23 degs. 32’ W.
(7) ,A/G sighted U/B at 2345/6 in 60 degs. 07 ’
N. 35 degs. 28’ W.

(8) A/C L/224 sighted Tj/B at 1925/6 in 45 degs. 45' N. 08 degs. 
12’ W.(9) A/C F sighted U/B on surface at 0002/7 in 47 degs. 04’ N.
05 degs. 58* W.(10) A/C sighted U/B on surface at 0140/7 in 46 degs. 24’ N.
08 degs. 30' W.
(11) A/C sighted U/B on surface at 0442/7 in 46 degs. 56' N .
04 degs. 50' W.Para. B. (l) EMPIRE MINOTAUR sighted periscope at 0900/4 in 19 
degs. 00' IT. 72 degs. 00’ W.
(2) H.M.S. WHITEHALL attacked Radar contact at 1110/3 in 73 degs 
10’ N. 18 degs. 40’ W.
Ref. A.M. 031220A Para. A.6. LENIN sinking now reported 
unfounded. Ship undamaged.
(j.D.I.C. 071124Z)

War Diary.

U/B sighting 
and attack 
Sutanary. 
(Contd.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

8 * 1 . 1944 . 
3aturdaiy.

Home Commands.

1. Sunderland aircraft U/10 sank an enemy submarin 
at 1154A today in the Biscay area in 46.47 N. 10. 
42 W. Several survivors were seen in the sea.

2* Sinking of U-Boat, 9ee 9th January.

North Atlantic.

3. U.3.Escort Carrier BLOCK ISLAND with 4 U.S. 
destroyers in company sailed from Casablanca this 
afternoon to support convoy 3.U.S. 26 and for 
A/3 patrol.

South Atlantic.

4. P.O.C.J.Africa intends to resume independent 
sailings between Freetown and the Congo River.

Mediterranean.
5. (a). Aircraft of R.A-.E. attacked 2 U-Boats be
tween 2° W. and 3° W. about 2300 yesterday. 1313, 

•U.S.3. BENSON and ACTIVE, who were hunting off 
Cran, were directed to the U-5oat attacked in 35. 
42 N. 02*05 W* (50 miles 3«W. of Cartagena), 
whilst the Dutch destroyer 3LAZAK proceeded to 
the second position and sighted a German U-Boat 
which dived at 0540 today in 36.28 N. 02.53 
BRILLIANT and BLENCATHRA later joined 3LAZAK.

(b).•.
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MecLi te rranean.

5 . ( b ) .  At 2200 a i r c r a f t  attacked a U-Boat in 86. 
54 in 01.45 W. (south o f  Cartagena) and reported  
damaging i t .  The a i r c r a f t  was shot down, 5 out 
o f  the crew o f  6 being picked up.

6. The destroyers  JERVIS and JANUS p a t ro l le d  la s t  
n ight between Benedetto and Ancona. They sank b 
schooners, damaged 2 t r a in s ,  blew up an engine 
and bombarded C iv itanova . They subsequently 
bombarded the ra ilw ay  area at Ancona; the only 
op pos it ion  encountered was in e f f e c t i v e  f i r e  from 
one b a t te ry .

America & iVest In d ie s .

7. S3. MAURETANIA was damaged above the water
l in e  today in  c o l l i s i o n  w ith  the tanker HAT CREEE 
at Ambrose and is  return ing to New York.

A u s tra l ia  a: New Zealand.

8. Com. 10th F le e t  today cancelled  h is  orders 
dated May 1943 f o r  the rou te  ing o f  sh ipping from 
the west coast o f North America the Canal Zone and 
South America to the Indian Ocean, and v ic e  versa, 
and issued fresh  rou te ing .

9 . (a ) .  Two M.T.Bs. la s t  n ight sank 5 Japanese 
barges midway between Bogarju in and Saidor (N.W. 
coast of New Guinea).

(b ) .  Two other M.T.Bs. in te rcep ted  and i t  is  be
l ie v e d  damaged an enemy, submarine near S io  (N.E. 
New Guinea.)”

10. At dawn today A l l i e d  M.T.Bs. had an incon
c lu s iv e  engagement w ith  5 l i g h t l y  loaded barges 
o f f  Toran Bay, S .E . coast o f  B ou ga in v il le .
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BO HE COMMANDS.
■ ■ ■ ■ ................... ■ .1—  Mini m.m,m

Policy.
Hush M/S. Admty.’s 080055.* METEOR, ATHABASKAN detailed.

(2) As METEOR will not now be available for J.W. 56B am retaining HURON to carry out this duty. 
(R.A.(D) K.F. , 081006A.)* Hush Most Secret circulation.

SALCOM3E, Intend to change name of H.M.S. SALCOMBE toTENNYSON. H.M.S. TENNYSON, 0900/10.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 081130A.)

Operation "Crux".

Operation
P.V.

Operations.
Operation "Crux" completed. Agents exchanged 
stores transferred fishing vessel. My P.C.S. 
066° 12’ N. 009° 28’ E., 244, 11 knots. Weather report 8371 8782.
(SEANYMPH, 080201A.)

R.A. 55B E.T.A. Ewe Buoy 1330A/8th. On arrival 
intend to detach W.A. Escort to Greenock and READY, ORESTES to return Skaalefiord.(VS.P.18, 080825A.)
Scapa arrivals: HARDY, VENUS, VERULAM, VIGILANT.(A.C.O.S., 081204.)
R.A. 55B arrived.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 081508A.)

Am over 1. enemy submarine in 46.47 N. 10.42 W. 
Enemy submarine previously reported was on surface when first sighted was on course 270°, speed 12 knots.
(A/C RLBU, 081155 to Port SouthwicK.)
Have attacked U/B with depth charge. Submarine sunk 40 survivors in sea. Returning base, E.T.A. 1630.

(A/C RLBU, 081205.)
46& 50' N. 10° 45* W. patches of oil and 22 survivors.
(A/C K, 081500A.)

"Percussion" 
Area; u/B 
sunk.

Operation 
"Stonewall": 
TWEED, survivors 
and attack 
on U/B.

(C. in C. Technical (C. in C. Reply to 
(S.O. E.G

My 071953Z. Amended number of survivors on board 
NENS is 52 including C.O. and 7 officers. 20 are suffering from internal injuries of whom one 
rating critical and one officer 7 ratings serious. 
It is not considered that any books were compromised.
(S.O. E.G.6, 081255Z to C. in C. W.A.)
Senior Officer transfer to WASKESIU. NENE proceed to Londonderry at best speed.
W.A., 081538A to S.O. E.G.6.) information required re sinking of TWEED.W.A. , 081319A to S.O. E.G.tC) Slast message.
.6, 082315Z to C. in C. W.A.)

/Coastal ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations - Contd.
Coastal orders night 8th/9th January.
Force (C. in C. Portsmouth, 081319A, C. in C. Plymouth
patrols. 081332A.)

Patrol cancelled proceed Humber or Yarmouth as 
convenient. Report state of wind and sea.
(C. in C. Nore, 081850 to EGLINTON, (R) Capt. (S) 

16, S.E.E.C.C.D., N.O.I.C. Great Yarmouth, N.O.I.C. Humber.) 
Your 081332A.* Force 114 sailed M.T.B. 413 S.O.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 081858A to C. in C. Plymouth.)
* Re Force 114 M.S.Bs.
B’orce 114 returned owing to weather.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 082048.)

S/M All times Zone A.
Patrols. Positions of submarines at 0800/9 and movements

in following 24 hours.
(B) UNSWERVING (P.63), STRATAGEM (P.234),

, SPITEFUL (P.227), TAKU as in my 051529.
(E) PIPINOS (P.?l) 47° 03’ N. 12° 54' W . , course 180°, daily 
advance 136 miles dived by day.
(F) VIKING (P.69) diving by day in vicinity 50° 51' N. 08u 28’ W. 
(F.O.(S), 081739A.)

U-Boats.
Foxers Even though every endeavour has been made to
and Gnats. carry out the instructions given in my 031124A 

November 1943 it is evident that, owing to 
handling and A/S operating difficulties escorts 
are loath to run Foxers mark 2.

(2) In view of the simplicity and lack of A/S interference 
experienced with American F.X.R. Mark 2 and 3 requested I may
be informed of pros, and cons, of single and double Foxers based on latest information aid investigations.
(3) It is presumed that all information regarding U-Boat attacks with Gnats is being exchanged by the most rapid means with the 
Americans. It is requested that details of the torpedo attack 
resulting in the sinking of U.S.S. LEARY in the same area as 
TWEED may be forwarded as these might prove of great value 
especially if LEARY was towing American F.X.R. gear when struck. 
(C. in C. W.A., 081155A to Admty.)

Casualties and Defects.
U.S.S. Admiralty’s 062056A and your 061654a . Report on
TEXAS. damage to port foremost blister.

(TEDWORTH, 081150A.)

Shipping and Convoys.
H.X. 273. Report situation, numbex* of ships in company

and known stragglers.
(C. in C. W.A., 080052Z to S.E. H.X.273.)

/K.X.13 • • •
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Sailed. Escorts BURNET, ARCTIC RANGER, ST. 
NECTAN.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 081125A.)

One S/M on surface 135° 8 miles speed unknown 
50.33 N. 17.22 W.
(HELMSDALE, 081810Z to Halifax W/T.)
Following escorts hunting in 050° 24’ N. 018°
22’ W. BAYNTUN, SNOWBERRY, EDMUNDSTON, CAMROSE. 

Latter in charge. Good contact. Have ordered 12 hours hunt. 
BAYNTUN detected on outer screen port bow at dusk.
(B.4, 081955Z to Admty. , C. in C. W.A. , C. in C. K.F. , A.C.O.S., 
C. in C. Rosyth, F.u.I.C, Greenock, F.O.I.C. Belfast, Air 
Ministry, H.Q.A.D.G.B.,H.Q.C.C.)

War Diary.

K.X. 13.

O.S. 64/ 
K.M.S.38.

J&'J “y***M-

S.L. 144/ Cancel my 081202 (omitted from Diary) not to all
M.K.S.35. addressees.

Ref. ray 072027 not to all addressees, if not in 
contact with enemy leave southern limit of area 
at 0400/9th and proceed to make good 14 knots 

through 050° N. 019° W. to join and support S.L.144/M.K.S.35. 
Estimated P.C.S. at OOOO/lOth. All following positions are 
North and West unless otherwise indicated. 040° 34' 018° 30’, 
000", 7^ knots 292 routed through (AL) 050° 10' 018° 30’. (Ail) 
055° 00’ 010" 00’ .
(2) Report at 2000/9th (corrupt group) on joining S.L.144/M.K.S. 35 •
(C. in C. W.A.t 081812A to E.G. B.1, (r ) Admty., Rscorts S.C.150, 
S.L. 144, E.X.273, H.Q.C.C., Cdre. (d ) W.A. , E.G.6., F.O.G.M.A. , 
S.B.N.O. Azores, STRIKER.)

V
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L.C.T.
332.

North Atlantic.
Re repair and release. 
(A.B.N.A. Madrid, 081340A.)

Gibraltar W.X.3374. A.1.75 8th January.
G.R. Opsum P.179-2245-8-M.K.3-36.38 N. 02.05 W. 045-8- 

Sup. 7th Jan. estimated larger than 517 ton type attacked -
surfaced - illuminated by LL - heavy flak 
encountered. a/C hit in port wing - 15° red - 
6 M.K.V.I XI torpex-one explosion on starboard 

side 5 on port side across U/B stern - R/G sagelows high in 
water and stern submerged after attack - (?third) 600 yds - 
strikes seen on hull P.179-0329-night M.K.3-W.G.W.E. 1951- 
000-12-illimunated by LL-517 ton type - not attacked - pilots 
changing over at time of sighting.
Large number of oil patches approx. 20 yds. diameter-0330 or 
033 R/179 3.D.Rt0045-XYUN 3506-investigating flare on water- 
Ym179#
(357 Wing, A.H.Q. Gib. , 081625Z)

Convoys Request following be promulgated to Commodores
passing and 3.0 . EsCorts on K.-M.S. M.K.S. O.S./S.L. conyEuropa. rUn.

A. In order to time passage of Eastbound convoy 
through Tunisian War Channel during daylight hours convoy should 
only pass Europa between 0600A and 1100A. It is desirable 
for convoys to pass during daylight to facilitate relief of 
U.K. based escorts and sailing of Gibraltar joiners. Commodor 
are requested to manoeuvre convoy accordingly.B. It is frequently necessary to slow down S.L. convoys if 
M.K.S. convoys are late, consequently Commodores should be 
prepared to manoeuvre their convoys as requisite.
(F.O.G.M.A. 081631A to Admty. , C. in C.Y/.A. >

My 081402Z sailed 081730A.
(C.M.S.F. 081657Z.)(W.R. state there is no trees of 081402Z. )

Concur in Route proposed in Com. 10th Fleet 
051815.2. This amendment to G.U.S. Routes once more 
emphasises the necessity to shift the ''Chop” 
line to 40° W. My 181857 December refers. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 081829A to Admty.)

When ordered by Admty. request you sail LE MALIN 
and LE FANTASQJJE through (route)

2. Ships are to stream paravanes before 
crossing 07° W. ,
(F.O.G.M.A, 082309A to S.B.N.O. Azores.)

?BLOCK 
ISLAND

& destroyers.

G.U.S.
routes.
"Chop"
line.

LE MALIN,LE FANTASQUE.

/Freetown...
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War Diary.

Freetown 
to Congo, 
sailings.

136
8.1.1944.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic.
Intend resuming independant sailings between 
Freetown and Congo River screening for ships 
at surf oortB will be arranged.
(F.O.C.W.Af. 081956Z. )
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8.1.1944. 
Saturday-

FOREIGN STATIONS,

M editerranean.

DZIK, Leave p a tro l at 2101B/8 through 039° 44* 025° 4 3 ’
UNSPARING. 5 m iles west o f A n ti-P sa ra  c lo se  West Gape Papas

and K inaros West Kandeliusa and through 
Scarpanto S t r a it s  to p o s it io n  035° 37’ 027° 37’ at| 
03323/llth thence through 034° 03' 031° 58' to  
a r r iv e  B eiru t 0701/13th.

2« Permanent t o ta l  bombing r e s t r ic t io n s  on your route from  
Aegean.
3. P .55 (UNSPARING) is  passing 5 m iles West K a lo yg r i Rocks about 
0701B/9 thence 039° 28' 025° 12' to  p a tro l South and Southwest 
o f Lemnos in accordance w ith  my 042210B.
(Capt. S .1 081025B to  P .S . DZIK, UNSPARING, (R ) 1st 3/M F. 
F .O .L .E .M .)

ULTIMATUM. From p o s it io n  034° 15' 025° 01' proceed on sur
face  at 8^ knots through 034 ° 05' 029° 59' at 
0232B/13th to  a r r iv e  B eiru t at 1031B/I4th Jan.
2. Re W/T watch.
(Gapt. 3.1 081106B to  ULTIMATUM, (R ) N. & A. 
A u th o r it ie s  E .A lex . and Western D esert, Crndr. 
Coastal Forces Med. N .O .I.C . T r ip o l i ,  3 .0 . 3/Ms. 
M a lta .)

STOIC. From a p o s it io n  033° 45' 025° 03' proceed 
surface at 11^ knots to 034° 06' 029° 59' 
12th to a r r iv e  B eiru t at 170 6B/13th.
2. Re W/T watch.

the
17151

3. ULTIMATUM routed through 034° 06' 
Q ?  knots a r r iv e  B eiru t 1031/14th. 
(Gapt. S . l  081108B to  as fo rm er.)

029 59 on the su rface at

I .X .F .  7. S a ilin g  postponed 24 hours.
2. Para. 8A fo r  CATTERICK read ATHERSTONE. 
(C* in  C.Med. 081121A.)

RAMILLIES 
Convoy T.

Intended programme fo r  RAMILLIES and convoy T. is  
(A ) lea ve  Port Said p.m. 14th Jan. (B ) RAMILLIES 
jo in  from A lex . a*m. 15th (0 ) A rr iv e  A lg ie r s  a. m. 
19th to  r e fu e l s a i l in g  p.m. (D) pass G ib ra lta r  
e a r ly  a.m. 21st (G) A rr iv e  U.K. about 29th.
(G. in  C.Med. 081217 to Adrnty. )

BIRMINGHAM. Temporary rep a irs  w i l l  be commenced about March 
20th on com pletion o f ADINDA para, two o f your 
060110 re fd rs *
2. Your para. 3 temporary rep a irs  to enable ship 

to  steam d ir e c t  to  U .3.A. w i l l  be completed at A lexandria  i f  the 
current r e p a ir  and docking s itu a t io n  perm its. Otherwise these 
rep a irs  w i l l  be lim ited  to “ mini mum necessary to  enable ship_ to 
reach G ib ra lta r  where a fu r th e r  p er iod  o f about one month in 
dock would be necessary. In e ith e r  case ship should a rr iv e  in  
U .3.A . middle to  end June.
(F .O .L.E .M . 081434B to Adraty. )

/ 0 .S .2 4 .••

\
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FOREIGN STATION3.

Mediterranean - Contd.
0*24. . From position 034° 48' 019° 59’ proceed on sur-
KLG. face at 12^ knots through 1. 035° 13’ 014° 10*

to arrive B. 035° 35’ 014° 10' at 0601A/llth to 
R/V with KLO.
2. Thence proceed in company direct to join convoy 

G.TJ.3.27 at 1201A/Ilth in 036° 33’ 014° 02’ to onward passage to 
Gibraltar.
3. 201 Group is requested to arrange total bombing restrictions 
is accordance with M.J.A.O. 24 for above routes.
(S.O. 3/Ms. Malta 081446 to 0.24 (R) V.A.M. 248 Wing, 3.0. 3/M 
Gib. JOHAN MAURITZ, Escorts of G-U.3.27, KLO, 201 Naval Co-op 
Group, A.H.Q. Med* R.A.L., N.L.O. 8th Army, S.N.O.I.S. N.Os.i/c 
Tripoli, Benghazi, (247, 211, 212 Group) Benghazi Sector.)

Orders for KLO (V.A.Malta 081530.)
Cancelled 082345.

c
SIBYL. Leave patrol p.rn. 9th passing 039° 10’ 025° 36'

and 5 miles west (corrupt group) Psara, thence by 
route ordered for P-52 (DZIK) in my 081025B para, 
one passing 035° 37' 027° 37’ at 0304/llth through 

034° 03’ 031° 58' to arrive Beirut 0703/13th.
(Capt. 3.1 081833B to SIBYL, (R) 1st S/M F. F.O.L.E.M.)

K.M.F. As far as can at present be foreseen the number
Convoys. of ships in K.M.F. convoys, including 3 to 4 fast

cargo vessels per convoy, is lively to be about 
18 as far as Algiers, 22 thence to 10° E. and 12 
onward to Middle East* K.M.F. 31, 32 and 33 

should include an additional 5 personnel ships each West Africa 
for India.
2* Request your remarks.
(D.O.D. (F) 081917A to C. in C.Med.)

Destroyers, Completion essential defects. PENN and PALADIN 
defects. at Alexandria with delay QUILLIA-M, 3UEEN3B0R0UGH,

and Ra IDSR 6 day3 each.
2* Revised E.D.C. 3rd February.
(F.O.L.E.M. 0S1932B to Aamty.)

Mid.East 400072* 0/57279 cipher 8 January.
Balkan Sitrep 1. Int., Yugoslavia. German landing attempt on 
No. 53. Hvar 5 January failed cw ing to adverse weather.

(C. in C.M.E. 081940B.)

Suez Canal, Crisis reported in Suez Canal Company over wages 
Co. possibly leading to general strike. Baron

Benoiset arrives Alexandria on Monday and pro
poses to ask Suez Canal Company in London to 
authorize wage increase. 3.N.O.R.S.C.A. to keep 

authorities addressed informed of developments.
(F.O.L.E.M. 082010B. )

/Damaged..•
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Damaged
merchant
shipping.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Owing to difficulties experienced in winter 
weather conditions and ship repair position in U.K 
no further efforts will he made to tow damaged 
merchant shipping to U.K. during winter months.
The situation will be reviewed at the end of 
February. Request this signal may be passed to 
M.W.T.Rs. Gibraltar, Mediterranean and Cairo. 
(D.T.D. 032045A to C. in C.Med. F.O.G.M.A.)

1. GRENVILLE and ULSTER carried out sweep of 
Italian Coast between San Benedetto and Ancona 
during night 6th/7th January. Ho shipping seen,
2 trains shelled in vicinity San Giorgio (043°
11* N» 013° 47' E. ) one hit and stopped.
2. R.A.F. A/C attacked 2 U-Boats oetween 002° W* 

and 003° W . about 2300/7th. ISIS, U.3.3. BENSON and ACTIVE who 
were hunting off Oran were diverted to the one attacked in posi
tion 036° 42* N« 002° 05' V/. SLa ZAK proceeded to second posi
tion and sighted U-Boat (German) which dived at 0540/8th in posi
tion 036° 23' N. 002° 55’ V/- SLAZAK later joined by BRILLIANT 
and BLEHCATHRA. Both hunts continue.
(C* in C.Med. 082204.)

Situation 
Report Ho. 
266.

\
-4

*
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Reference B.1. weekly U-boat disposition number 
15* No fresh information no change in scale of 
air escort.
(C. in C.E.F., 080314).

Details of grading.
(C. in C.E.F. 081053). 
See Lion Copy.

1.316 TEMPLAR summarized patrol report 3rd.
Far East War Patrol 28th Dec. 1943 to 8th Jan. 
1944. Patrol blank. Returned with (?periscope) 
flooded. Encountered MITSUBISHI T 97 009°. 46' 
089 degs. 06' 0701Z/31st December.
(Capt.(S) 4, 081154Z).

Water in engine room reducing to 8 feet. Water
tight doors secured. Intend to commence transfer 
of oil fuel 090900Z from aft to forward. Ready 
to proceed at 100700Z. Intend raising steam in 

one boiler and R.F. HOKE maintain control of water. Max. draft 
on arrival about 25 feet. Intend keeping close inshore en 
route to Aden.
(LULW0RTH, 081600Z to N.O.I.C. Aden).

168 and 168th (8 ships) and 170th (6 ships) M.S.F. are
170. temporarily re-allocated to C. in C. Portsmouth
M.S.F. and C. in C.Y/.A. respectively. Ships should be

diverted accordingly.
Cora.N.O.B. Bermuda's 052047 refers.
(D.M.S., 081801A to C. in C.E.F., C. in C. 
Portsmouth, C. in C.W.A.,B.A.D.).

War Diary,

Bi-weekly
U/boat
Disposition,

Scale of 
air
activities.

TEMPLAR,
patrol
report.

R.F.H0KE



W ARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
(* N o te: Messages shown as having been sent In a One-Time Pad:

“ O.T.P." are excepted from this rule.)

M E S S A G E I N .

. 081053/Jan

From: C in C Eastern Fleet
Date: 10,l.t|lj,. 
Time: 1230

” ~7 T V ” 7" VST• NAVAL GYFHER :A 3 Ff W/fr.

Addressed: East Indies stn 563a. Repeated Admiralty. 
N.Z0N0B,f NoO.I.C, Fremantle, C.T.F./i, Com 7th. lJ.So* 
Fleet.

Grading of scale fair activities -
(1) In future signals grading of scale air activity 
will be as follows. (W; No immediate threat, TOKEN 
air escort only preferably terminating at last light 
with sweep ahead of convoy or independently routed 
merchant ships.
(x) position net entirely clear but probably no immediate 
threat scale of escort as in (w) but all remaining A/C
to be at high state of readiness for immediate action.
(y) Full scale escort including dap?k night escort at 
request of local Naval Auth., for important convoys. 
Information not sufficiently accurate for laying on 
search but all aircraft net on escort to be at high 
state of readiness for immediate action.
(2) Full scale escort as in (y) maximum effort to be 
employed searching separate areas specified
(2) When U-Boat contacts are made or when U Boat attack 
develops in any area local R.A.F. Gdrl s in consulcation 
with local Naval Auth. are authorised to- alter the 
scale of effort in the area to meet new* situation
G. in C. Eastern Fleet and 222 group must at once be 
informed by immediate signal of any such change, giving 
details of information or action which has necessitated 
the change.
(3) In considering the area A to G the limit of those
areas as far as air action is concerned.may be taken to 
be as follows •
A North Arabian Goa North of 020 degs 00* North East 
of 061 degs 30* East
B Gulf of Oman North of 019 degs CO* North West of 
061 degs 30* East
0 Gulf of Aden North of 005 dogs 00* North South of 019 
degs 00* North West of 061 dogs 30* East 
D Approach Mombasa North of 018 dogs 00’ South West of 
050 dogs 00* East South of 005 degs 00* North 
E West Coast of India South of 020 degs 00* North. East 
of 070 degs 00* East North of 010 degs 00* North with in 
addition coastal strip 100 mile3 wide from West coast to 
latitude of Gape Oomorin
F East coast of India coastal belt 100 miles wide from 
Calcutta vto latitude 010 degs 00* North



h.

v V!'/»it.u.i

G Ceylon on East coast a belt 100 miles wide South of 
the latitude.010 dogs 001 North the coastal belt extending 
to 080 degs 00’ East
The area bounded by the Equator and 010 degs 001 North ^  
070 degs 00* and 030 degs 00* East except the coastal 
strip in section E
( b ) This signal summarizes information contained in 
message 1,120 Y/of 26th Nov„. ij.22 Y of 27th NOV., and 
101 Y of 3-d Dec* v;hich are cancelled,,

081053 *>

1

VID

V. C.N.8.
A *C. N. Se( a )( 2) 
iuc.N.s.m 
ii» C.N* S« (i!T) (2) 
U.W.R-,
Oapt Pim 
0oD.(5)
Ops (2)
P • j. \ / O ft \ V •
D of P (3)O.  1 . 0 . ( 3 )

D.Tdi (h)
P. T.D.(c)
Plot
D Map Rm 
G.C.L.S.(2)
D» i \«W.T.
0. 2. O.R.
U. S.N. (3)
1. P.(3)W. ,
C.W.R.
2d Usborne 
M.A Pile In

/ Re amended scale of escort.

Advance copies Ops. O.D. Plot
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War Diary.
8.1.1944.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies.
ARETHUSA.

(M) 035° 00’ N. 
(Cdre.lOth U.S. 
Admty., C. in C

EMPIRE 
MACKAY* s 
A/C.

In view of D/F 0337Z/8 recommend ARETHUSA be
35° N. 46 thencediverted to pass through M. 

direct to Ponta Delgada.
(D.O.D. (F) 080935A to Cominch.)
ARETHUSA alter forthwith to pass through 
046° 00' W. thence direct to Ponta Delgada. 
Fleet C. & R. 081305Z to ARETHUSA (R) F.O.G.M.A. 
,W.A., S.B.N.O. Azores.)

Request brief report of circumstances in which 
EMPIRE MACKAY ’s A/C. were smashed on 26th Dec. 
KOOTENAY’S 262201Z December (not to F.O.C.T.) 
refers. (N.T. in W.D.)
(C. in C.W.A. 081013A to 0. in C. C.N.A.) 
0.N.217 reports EMPIRE M C K A Y  (RP all A/C. 
smashed.)

Request H.M.C.S. LONG BRANCH join G.3 for 
0.N.S.28. Your 072227 to N.S.H.Q. refers.
(G. in C. C.N.A. 081231Z to C. in C.W.A.) 
Allocated to date 21st Jan.
(C. in C. C.N.A. 081236Z.)

My 08123]/for H.M.C.S.LONG BRANCH read H.M.C.S.FORREST HILL.
Your 081154* refers. . .(C. in C. C.N.A. 081731Z to C. in C.W.A.) / Re LONG BRANCH 
joining C.3 for 0.N.S.281. * Re H.M.C.S. FOREST HILL completes 
working up 21st January.

Read FORREST HILL in my 081236.*( C. in C. C.N.A. 081736Z.)* Allocation from new construction
to the Mid Ocean Escort Force.

LONG BRANCH.

u.s.s.
GEN.A.3. 
ANDERSON.

Alter course forthwith for new A. 33.
(a) 33.30 45.01 (b) 33.50 63.59 (c) 35.40
70.02 thence 36.57 74.38 omitting UV.
(Com. 10th Flotilla 081419Z to A.E.ANDERSON.)

U/B.
situation
reports.

12002/8. Lack of evidence indicates U/B 
recently in vicinity of Flemish Cap may now be 
homeward bound.
(t-T.S.H.Q. 081424Z.)No change indicated since my 061620. Enemy 
U/B estimated 1200Z/8.
(Cominch 081500.)

MAURETANIA
(A.T.62.)

In collision with tanker HAT CREEK at Ambrose 
damaged above waterline returning.
(SS. MAURETANIA 081432.)
Sailing delayed indefinitely.
(P.D. New York 081646Z.)
Ref. my 081646. • Now sailing Jan.9th. Add 

33 hours to all times my dis. 072030.
(P.D. New York 081916Z.)

/B.X.91...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies - Contd.
B.X.91. Escort Task Unit W.l. NIPIGCN (D.O) H.M.C.S.(E. WOIE )/ARROWHEAD.

(P.D. Boston 081513 to Com.10th Fleet C. & R. 
C.E.S.F., N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, C. in C. C.N.A., Admiralty London, Comdeslant, C.T.F.24 P.D. 
New York, N.O.I.C. St.Johns, New Brunswick.) / As received.

H.M.C.S.
LOCKEPORT. My 071500Z amend E.T.A. 091900Z over (2 corrupt 

groups) L/V instead of Norfolk (V.A.) due to 
being hove to 20 hours number one boiler broken 
down for steaming (corrupt group) Radar broken] 
down intend (corrupt group) via Philadelphia to de ammunition thence via Canal to Baltimore

for Job. No.301. Position 038° 48’ 070° 00’ course 260° 
weather report 6671 .. 45-71* Sea (corrupt group). Re C.E. S.F. 
081637Z altering (corrupt group) U.S.S. ST.AUGUSTINE survivors. 
(LOCKEPORT 081700Z.)

H.M.C. S.
ST.LAURENT. P.C.S. 081500 045° 04’ 054° 20’ 258° 16 to 268° 

in 058° 00’ W. E.T.A. Halifax No.6 L/V.091500. Boiler hours No.l 243 2 529 No.3 643. MATANE 
836 and 874. ST. LAURENT forward bulkhead 
No.l stokehold leaking from oil tank. Starboardmain generator armature defective. Unrecoded ice and weather report 0067 5862 8976.

(ST.LAURENT 081723Z.)

PRINCE
HENRY. After arrival Canal zone and upon completion 

items para.2 COPO 061632Z sail to Portsmouth, England via Bermuda for fuel.
(Cominch 081929Z.)

Routeing, Pacific 
to Indian Ocean.

Cancel my D.I.S. 101530Z May and all related 
instructions for routeing South of New Zealand. New instructions for Indian Ocean Traffic 
follow. (A) All vessel from Pacific bound 
Indian Ocean shall be routed as follows to 
pass through positions;- 38.38 S. and 151-20 E. 
39*00 S. 147.37 E. and through Bass Strait in accordance Q.F.A.108 to Freemantle for Bunkersand onward routeing:- 1. Vessels from West Coast North

America to North of New Zealand as in Para.2 of my DIS.272047Z 
December. 2. Vessels from Canal zone or South America to pass 
through Cook Strait in daylight identifying themselves at 
Baring Head. 3. All ships shall be adequately bunkered in 
case it is necessary to divert them South of New Zealand.
4. Include Melbourne as reference position. (B) Eastbound 
vessels from Indian Ocean shall pass North of New Zealand to 
the W.Coast North America or through Cook Strait and South of 
Chatham Islands to Canal Zone or South America reporting Centres pass to routeing Officers your areas other interested 
activities have been informed.
(Com. lfoth Fleet C. & R. 082022Z to Admty.)

/Atlantic
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8.1.1944.
Saturday.

Atlantic
Narrows.

Blockade
runners.
Convoy
C.K.l.

America & West Indies - Contd.
Your 052212 to Cinclant. Convoys S.L.144 and 
0.S.64 will pass about 100 miles apart in 44°
N. 19° W. a.m. 11th January. Request you will 
consider operating any available C.V.E’s between 
42° and 46° N. where there will be no 
British Forces operating other than those supp 
ing the convoys.
(1st S.L. 082052A to Cominch.)
Intelligence.
(Cominch 082137). See Lion Copy.
Detailing P.C's. 484, 568 and 1261 plus TIDE 
THREAT, and KEWAYDIN as escorts Convoy C.K.l to 
U.K.
(Comnaveu 082239.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Digest Jan.7th paras.12 to end cover S. Pacific Forces
Serial 7. Japanese S/M. located by A/C. evening 40
No.718. miles N. Saidor course 300°. 13. Coast watcher

reports supplies possibly landed Choiseul Bay 
early morning 5th by barges from ship. Allied 
Patrol Craft shelled enemy positions Choiseul 

3ay night 6/7th. 14. 3 Northbound enemy surface craft effect
ively engaged by Motor Torpedo Boats off S.E.Bougainville night 
6th although nil barges sunk. Return fire encountered.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 080612Z.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
S/M. attack 
and sighting 
summary for 
24 hours to 
0900Z/8th.

18’
0540/7 in 45° 10’ N. 
at 0230/8 in 38° 19' 
(D.D.I.C. 081130A.)

Para.A. (l) H.M.Ship attacked by U/B. at 1611/7 
in 44° 18' N. 21° 19’ W. (2) A/C. P/179 attacked 
U/B. on surface at 2156/7 in 36° 40* N. 02° 00f 
W. (3) H.M.S. WASHESIU attacked U/B. at 1650/7 
and 1715/7 in 44° 18’ N. 21® 17’ W. (4) A/C. 
E/247 reported U/B. at 2235/6 in 45° 28' N. 21° 
07* W. (5} A/C. reported U/B. at 1614/7 in 44° 

N. 21® 33' W. (6) A/C. P/35 sighted U/B. at
09®
N.

47» 
00 °

W. (7) A/C. sighted U/̂ . on surface
29’ W.

U/B estimates. (D.D.I.C. 081414A, 081421A. )
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MOST 31
Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad : 

“ O.T.P.” areM£S§>tl&from this 7/January IN
Prow COMINCH.

0 .0 .M. PO -  A BY T/p.

Onto. 9 . 1 *1(14. 
Need. 0855

recirculation .

Addressed A dm ira lty , Repeated 
COMNAVEU.

Com. Fourth F le e t 's  081326 begins.

0 . in C. Lant
B  L>o ^

A m p lify in g  my 032045- WESERLAND departed B atav ia  22nd 
November 1943. Unconfirmed statements R ive her car^-o as 
4500 tons r-ubbur, same amount o f t in  300 cra tes ros in ,
100 b a rre ls  c i t r o n o l la  o i l  43 b a rre ls  coconut o i l  some 
tungsten.^ Other runners sa id  to have g e n o r - l ly  same cargo.
Two I t a l ia n  cuanarinos seen Singapore about 20th November 1943. 
One informant sa id  these were to  lea ve  f o r  Europe as cnr go 
submarines about 30th November, .m other s ta ted  these going to  
drydoc': f i r s t .  Ra ider No. 10 rep orted  sunk at P ie r  in  Yokohama 
Irate 42. Raider-No. 23 rep orted  sunk 400 m iles o f f  Yokohama in  
1943. G-orrn i Tanker BRAKE soon in B atavia  22nd November 1943 
having bc^n there about fou r weeks. Informanont s ta tes  
WE SEN LAI,B a rr iv e d  Japan December 42. S a iled  fo r  Europe. January 
1943. Got ns fa r  as Capetown when ordered back to  Japan, 
a r r iv in g  th ere A p r i l  1943. ..gain do parted Yokohama fo r  Nurcoe 
2®tli October o f that yea r, c a l le d  at Singapore about 10th 
November 1943. There embarked 37 I ta l ia n s  from I t a l ia n  
Submarine C.APPELLINI, commanded by 'W a lter Ugcni. I t a l ia n  
submarines TORRELLI and GUILLIANI sa id  to  have a r r iv e d  far- Easu 
(S ingapore p o s s ib ly ) Mid-August 43» Informancnts know o f no 
other Aomo bound runners other than the OSORNC ;jiSTEPUFER RIO 
GILJDE BURGEN and V/ESERLAND. WESERLAND ca rr ied  137 wen.

Com .Fleet 4 now has 133 men 12 merchant Marino o f f i c e r s  
46 Merchant Marine s a i lo r s ,  6 German Navy O ff ic e r s  and P c t t y  
O f f ic o r s ,  32 German Navy e n lis te d  men, 35 I t a l ia n s ,  2 F in s/  
Ends quotation .

1st Lord, 
3.L. ( 2 )

3# .s .
' • ► • »3 •

f UrPt ■ <3 1* *. • 1 j « 1(II)
LA, S. (: )
4 R.
o f  P. |[ 2 )
o f  1W c

,/S ’
Capt* Pirn, 
U.C.
P lo t ,
la p  J j. (A ) ( 2 )  
L .0 ,E . (K j(4 ) 
A»1)»I.C. (2)
:o, S.B. 9(
w
n . i r . i .  ( 4 }
D.E.Y/.D. (3 )
Hd, o f  M_
.idiairal BlrJce

082137

0 .1.G. Comment. This report appears -00 be 
genera lly  accurate and is  graded c . 2 . 
In form ation concerning R aider 10 (Raider 
E, has been p rev iously  rece ived  (vyj-R. 
Raider Supplement Uo. 3 o f  27th August 
1943). Inform ation concerning Raider 
gO (Raider II) is  new. and may probably 
be correct os ehere has been no 
ra ider a c t iv i t y  since July 1943..
I ta l ia n  Submarines a rrived  Singapore 
:-.rom Europe as roller,vs:

CLiPPElLINI 13 th July 
GIULI.A.'I 1st i.ugust,

TORELTiZ 50th ..ugust.
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War Diary.

Convoy 
O.S. 64/ 
K.M.S.38. 
2 U/Bs. 
sunk.

U757

Operation 
"Stonewall” .

U/B hunts.

PROTEE 
overdue.

1 4 4
9.1.1944. 
Sunday._

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1(a) The frigate BAYNTUN of the 6th Escort Group, 
supporting 0.S.64/K.M.S.38 detected a U-Boat on 
the outer screen at 1810Z yesterday in about 
50.24 N. 18.22 W. and hunted it with the Canadian 
manned corvette CAMROSE assisted by SNOWBERRY and 
EDMUNDSTON. Following the eighth attack the 
submarine was heard trying to blow its ballast 
tanks, after which contact was lost and the U-Boat 
was considered to have sunk. Slight wreckage was 
recovered.
(b) Early this morning contact was obtained in 
49.42 N. 19.20 W. with a second submarine which 
was attacked ahead of the convoy by HELMSDALE, 
ABELIA and WINCHELSEA of B.4 Group escorting the 
convoy. At 11Q0Z contact was lost after a series 
of promising attacks, and WINCHELSEA considered the U-Boat to have been sunk.
(c) During the attacks, the corvette ABELIA's rudder was blown off, probably by her own depth 
charges, and the vessel was taken in tow for 
Milford Haven by the tug STORM KING, escorted by
the trawler VIZALMA, and reached Cardiff on the evening of 13th January.

2. MAURITIUS sailed from Plymouth this evening, 
to rejoin the Mediterranean Fleet. LE FANTASQUE 
and LE wiALIN are also to sail for the Mediterranean

Mediterranean.
3. Convoy U.G.S.27 was twice attacked by enemy 
aircraft this morning, about 60 miles west of 
Derna. No damage was sustained, one aircraft is reported to have been shot down by A/A fire.

4. Aircraft sighted 4 U-Boats in 38.00 N. 00.07 E. 
(south-east of Alicante) at 0752 today and 37.34 N. 
00.35 W. (60 miles N.E. of Cape Palos) at 0845. 
Hunts continue by the vessels engaged yesterday 
(see para. T<c), who have been joined by ATHERSTONE 
and U.S.S. BENSON made several attacks without visible result.

5. The French S/M PROTEE is overdue from patrol 
south of Toulon since 3rd January and must be 
considered lost. CASABLANCA heard a very heavy 
explosion in PROTEE’s area on 29th December.

/Adriatic ...



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Adriatic.

SITUATION REPORT.

145
9.1.1944.
Sunday.

Mediterranean.- Contd.
6(a) The destroyers TROUBRIDGE and TUMULT carried 
out a sweep last night between San Benedetto and 
Ancona. Four schooners were damaged and left 
abandoned, and 2 trains were hit and stopped.
The destroyers also bombarded San Benedetto.
(b) 107 escorted U.S. Fortresses bombed Pola
harbour today: many hits were made in the Naval
Base and Arsenal area and a submarine was probably 
sunk. A total of 66 U.S. Mitchells bombed the 
harbour and railway centre at Ancona. U.S. 
Spitfires set an F-Boat on fire and left a 
gunboat sinking west of Piombino.

Aegean. 7. 2 M.Ls. sank 2 caiques south-west of Symi
at 2300 today and took prisoners.

China.
8. 14th U.S.A.A.F.sank a merchant ship south-west 
of Swatow today.

Australia and New Zealand.
9. Last night a light cruiser and destroyer Task 
Force successfully bombarded targets in the 
Shortland Faisi Poporang areas of the Solomon Islands.

10. Allied M.T.Bs. sank 10 southbound barges 
last night north of Saidorj 7 of the barges were loaded.

/
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
CHURCHILL Now that RESTIGOUCHE has returned to the Group

it is proposed that CHURCHILL he withdrawn from 
service, and that an R.C.N. Frigate be allocated 
to C.4 Group when you have one available.

(2) CHURCHILL is considered to be unfit for further service as
an Ocean Escort.
(3) Request your concurrence or remarks.
(C. in C.W.A., 090949A to C. in C.C.N.A.).

Operations.
S/M (L) You will sail P.68 (VENTURE) from Lerwick
patrols. at 1800A/11 (route), East to patrol in

accordance with F.O.(S) + 042047. Proceeding on 
the surface at C.Ofe. discretion until entering 
patrol area.
(Capt.(s) 9, 091019A to S.O.(S) Lerwick (r ) F.O. (s), A.C.O.S.fC. in C. Home Fleet, H.Q.C.C.,
V.A.2.,C. in C. Rosyth).

P.227 (SPITEFUL) is to leave patrol for Lerwick at 1800A/I1t 
through 090 degs. Muckle Flugga 5 miles proceeding on the 
surface at C.O's. discretion.

(Capt.(S) 9> 091023A to S/M’s. operating N. of 51 degs. N.
(R) C. in C. Rosyth, F.O.(S), S.O. S/Ms. Lerwick, A.C.O.S., C. in 
C.H.F., V.A.(2) H.F.).

Positions of submarines at 0800A/10 and movements for 
following 21+ hours.
(A) UNSWERVING (P.63) STRATAGEM (P.234) SPITEFUL (P.227) TAKU 
on patrol as in mv 051529*
(d ) VIKING (P .699 proceeding from patrol vicinity 50 degs. 50'
N. 08 degs. 30’ W. to patrol in vicinity 50 degs. 1+5’ N. 10 degs.
0 1  '  w .

(F.O.S., 09151+2, 091901A).
+ Most Secret. V

Operation Operation "F.W." para. 1+ (a).
"F.W." (a) J.W.56A, READY, ORESTES.

(b) R.A.56A, RATTLESNAKE, COCKATRICE.
(c) J.W.56B, ONYX, HYDRA.
(d) R.A.56B, READY, LOYALTY, acknowledge.
(S.O.(M) 18, 091101A to V.A.2.).

Group 5 sailed 1030A, total 6 merchant ships. My 071338 
refers.

(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 09121+8C to S.B.N.O. North Russia).

Coastal
Force
patrols.

Orders night 9th - 10th January. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 091418a ).
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9.1.19U4.
Sunday.

Mining.

Minefield Details of 3 mines found and already reported,
off Uo.rf.olk Remarks.: Search of area was ordered subsequent
coast. to HOLDERNESS being damaged by a mine in lat.53
(Q.Z.X. 1204). degs. 02’ 12" N. long. 01 degs. 43* 00" E. area

has now been declared as Q.Z.X.1204. Field was 
probably laid by E-boats on night 4/5 November 
1943 (see C. in C. Nore’s 051654 November to 
Admiralty or 24/25th October (See C. in C. 
Nore’s) 251702 October to Admty.
(Capt.M/S Great Yarmouth, 091715A, 092235A).

(1) 4 Mines accounted for in clearance of Q.Z.X.1204
today (Details).

(M.S.15» 09181 2A).

Enemy Intelligence.

Enemy N.A. Shockholm reports that one 3»000 ton
Units in Sperrbrecher, two large destroyers, one heavily
Norway. armed M/V passed Sound at 1400/8 course North.

(D.D.I.C. 091013A to A.I.G.47* S.B.N.O. North 
Russia, Admiral Fisher, Moscow, Comnaveu).

U-boat.

Technical information in reply to C. in C.W.A. 
0613 19A.
(NENE 091030Z).

Your 081155A. Detailed reply is being sent by 
letter.
(D.T.M.,091606A to C. in C.W.A.).

Shipping and Convoys.

Inconclusive D/F of transmission on 4020 kc/s. 
at 0001Z indicates U-boat within 100 miles of 
50 degs. 00’ N. 20 degs. 30’ W.
(D.D.I.C.090208A to Escorts 0.S.64/K.M.S.38, 
E.G.6, E.G. B.1.,AV0N Info, as usual).
My 081955- CAMROSE considers U-boat destroyed. 
Submarine heard trying to blow ballast tank 

after eighth attack when total contact lost. BAYNTUN recovered 
slight wreckage coated with light diesel oil. CAMROSE and 
SNOWBERRY remaining in vicinity until 1000. Remainder 
rejoining. BAYNTUN original Radar contact and sighting made 
3 attacks. CAMROSE 5 attacks. SNOWBERRY, EDMUNSTON observant. 
Consider U-boat probably on passage caught on surface in bad 
visibility.
(B.4, 090215Z to Admty. C. in C.W.A.).

In contact with second S/M. in 049 degs. 42* N. 019 degs. 
20' W. counter attacked ahead of convoy by HELMSDALE picked up 
astern by ABELIA and WINCHELSEA. Latter two hunted until 
former’s rudder blown off probably by own depth charge.

Sinking of 
TWEED 7. a.m.

Foxers and 
Gnats.

0.S.64/
K.M.S.3 8.
U/Boat
sunk.

/BURDOCK..
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Shipping and Convoys.
O.S. 6k/ 
K.M.3.38. 
U-Boat 
sunk.
(Contd.)

BURDOCK joining WINCHELSEA. STORMKING towing 
ABELIA. Latter can steam but not steer. Request 
instructions.
(B.1+., 090550Z to Admty., C. in C. W.A., C. in C. 
H.F., A.C.O.S., C. in C. Rosyth, P.0.I.C.Greenock, 
F.O.I.C. Northern Ireland, Air Min., H.Q.F.C., H.Q.C.C.)
Further to my 0550Z. Possible 3rd U-Boat (German) 

detected by FOLEY 9 miles ahead of convoy at 2330Z. Echo faded 
search produced no result.

(B.1+. , 091002Z to C. in C. W.A.)
My 0550Z/ not to all addressees. WINCHELSEA, BURDOCK still 

attaching.
(B.4., 091012Z to C. in C. W.A., Admty.)
/ Re attack on S/M by B.1+.
STORMKING towing ABELIA to Milford Haven escorted by VIZALMA 

routed direct to 160 degs. Fastnet Rock 10 miles thence via 
Q.Z.L.5 8. Your 090550Z+ refers.

(C. in C. W.A., 091105A to S.O. E.G. B.1+, (R) E.G. B.1+,
N.O.I.C. GreenoCK, Admty., N.O.l.C. Milford Haven, C. in C.
Plymouth.)
+ Re ABELIA being towed by STORMKING after sustaining damage 

during U-Boat hunt.
WINCHELSEA reported U-Boat probably sunk. Contact lost at 

1100Z after series of promising attacks which started originally 
at 03335S. No further details or evidence at present known. A/S 
conditions have been excellent throughout. Ail ships rejoining convoy.

(B.4.» 091235Z to C. in C. Med.)
Your 091105A and S.O. E.G. B.1+ O9O95OZ. My P.C. and S. at 

1330A 049 degs. 50* N.' 019 degs. 07* W. 076 degs. 5 knots. r 
Following damage sustained. \
Foxers not streamed. Contact first obtained at 2,600 yards and 
speed reduced to 7 knots. Speed increased to full at 950 yards 
and E. pattern dropped at estimated speed 13 to 11+ knots. It 
is not considered U-Boat (German) was end on to ship during any 
period of attack. Cause of explosion is not clear. Possibly 
premature explosion of 3rd depth charge from ?? (damage) or 
possibly mine from U-Boat (German).

(ABELIA, 091338A to C. in C. W.A.)

O.N. 219- Sailed ASSINIBOINE (S.O.), ETTRICK, GALT, FORESTER,
FREDERICTON, H.M.R.T. BUSTLER and H.M.T. COLD- 
STREAMER, for O.N.219. GIFFARD sailing k hours 
later on completion of calibration. CELANDIIE 

defective sailing p.rc. Monday to overtake. Latest Q.J.A.254. 
(Core. (D) W.A., 091001A.)
FREDERICTON returned with A/S defects will be sailed with 

CELANDINE to overtake.
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 091950A.)

EMPIRE 
HSYWARD.

It has been reported that EMPIRE 
destination Tyne, has time bombs 
agents on board. Arrangements. 
(F.O.I.C. Tyne, 091035A; D.T.D.

HgYWARD
placed by enemj' 
091832A.)

/S.L. 11+1+ ...
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M.K.S.35•

0.N.S.27

Escort 
oilers in 
Trans- 
Atlantic 
convoys.

K.M.F.28

Convoy
T.U.6.

J.W.57,
R.A.57.

3) Request 
C. in C . H • F

149
9.1.19UU.Sunday.__

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Ref. my 081812./ Increase speed to make 15 knots 
(C. in C.W.A., 091115A to E.G.B.1.).
/ If not in contact with enemy proceed to join 
and support S.L.144/M.K.S.35.

Escorts. Group B.5*
HAVELOCK S.O.,VOLUNTEER, VIMY, BUTTERCUP, 
LAVENDER, KRIEZIS, WARWICK will overtake. 
HAVELOCK. VOLUNTEER, and WARWICK have H.F./D.F. 
(Capt.(D) Liverpool, 091lJ+iiA).

The occasions recently in which the allocation of 
escort oilers to Trans-atlantic convoys has only 
included one fully equipped oiler are noted with 
concern. This mainly applied to easthound 
convoys. Consider two fully equipped escort 
oilers for each east and west bound convoy to be 
minimum requirements. Request necessary action 
be taken. Letter follows.
(C. in C.W.A., 091335A to Admty.).

A.M. 0608li+. Convoy K.M.F.28.
Route, reference positions etc.
(D.O.D.(II), 091940A).

Will be ready to leave U.K. on 13th Jan.
(2) Escort Task Force 60 - U*S.S. TEXAS, Escort 
Oiler MERRIMACK and U.S. Destroyers BOYLE, DAVISON 
MERVINE, PARKER, TILLMAN, ORDRONAUX, KENDRICK, 
LAUB, MCLANAHAN, CHAMPLIN, MACKENZIE and NIELDS. 
(D.O.D.(H) 0919U3A).

My 011831 para.(2).
Owing to increased daylight in February it is 
proposed J.W.57 and R.A.57 should be supported by 
an aircraft carrier.
(2) Aircraft in proportion 6 fighters to 9 A/S 
are considered desirable, 

information whether shin can be made available.
, 092002A to Admty.).
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Gibraltar 
G.R.Opsum 
8th Jan.

North Atlantic.
Diverted at 0729 to U-Boat hunt - radius 33 
miles from VGYCJ 2745 (? 38.27 N. 01.15 W. )
ZF. Bubbles of gas. Underwater wake and several 
streaks of bubbles on surface. Oil patch with 
bubbles.
(Gibraltar, 09021QA.)

Landing of 
U.S. troops 
at Azores.

A.146, 9th January. Most urgent G.O.C. Azores 
should be instructed to authorize landing of 
American troops (? at) a.m. Sunday. Meantime 
I have refused to entertain any interference with 
my disembarkation plans but present hitch is 
(? embarrassing) to both sides.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 090220Z to British Ambassador, 
Lisbon.)

TANTIVY 
(P. 319)

Anticipate you will cross 043° N. at 0330A/llth. 
(Capt. (S) 5, 091042A to TANTIVY.)
F.O.G.M.A. 071612 and Capt. (s)  10 091042. 
Anticipate that TANTIVY will leave ’’Brown" route 
in 043° N. 013° 22’ W. at approx. 0300A/llth.

By proceeding on surface at 10 knots by day and night it will be 
impossible to reach position (p) before 2G30A/12. weather repor 
4872 1454.
(TANTIVY, 091940 to F.O.G.M.A.)

T.G. 21.11 
(G.U.S.27)

C. in C. Lant has ordered Task Group 21.11 to 
arrive Casablanca about 14th January and to sail 
thence about 17th January in support of G.U.S.27. 
(D.O.D.(H), 091201a  to C. in C. W.A. , F.O.G.M.A., 
S.B.N.O.Azores, C. in C. Plymouth, H.Q.C.C.)

U/B
report.

Am over enemy S/M in 37° 46’ N. 00 ° 8' W. 
(A/C Duty ’M*, 091245.)
Am over enemy S/M in 37° 46’ N. 00w 19' W. 
Periscope only sighted.
(Duty ’M ’, 091250.)

STORM. S/M STORM sailed in K.M.S.37. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 091408.)

M.M.S.252
missing.

M. M. S.257 reports M.M.S.252 last seen in 040.25
N. 050.00 W. at 022050Z very heavy weather 
experienced during passage.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 091621Z.)

TANTIVY,
PIPINOS

Cancel my 071612A. New route for TANTIVY, route 
for PIPINOS.
(F.O.G.M.A., 091728A to TANTIVY, PIPINOS (G.S.), 
(R) Admty., F.O.(S), C. in C. Plymouth, Capt. (S) 
10, Capt. (s) 3, C. in C. Med., U.S. Commander 
U.S. Fleet, c.  in C. W.A. , C.M.S.F.)

/ U/B . ..
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l FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
U/B ZE. Report of air attack on U/B in 36.54 N.
attacked. ? 01.45 W. at 2214.

(Gibraltar, 092127a , SLAZAK 090045A.)

ABRAHAM Portuguese G.O.G. Ponta Delgada not informed by
LINCOLN. Lisbon arrival of ABRAHAM LINCOLN, result he

issued orders to local acting Commander to 
' withhold authority for landing of personnel. 

A.V.M. Bromet reconciled divergent views, 
unloading now proceeds.
Suggest acting with Army insure Lisbon instruct local Govt, 
concerning Army shipments and 2 A.V.P. Comairlant intend using 
for HEDRON delivery here.
Believe today's misunderstanding would not have arisen except 
that friendly military Govt. Terceira removed and recalled 3 
days ago.
(Comnav Azores, 092330Z.)
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Mediterranean.
U/B Have picked up survivors from Wellington Y 36th
attacked. Squadron in 036° 56' N. 001° 45* W. where U-Boat

was reported to have submerged.
(3LAZAK, 090045A.)
ISIS has detached for uran. SLAZAK, BRILLIANT, 

BLSNCATHRA, ACTIVE, U.S.S. BENSON are formed as one unit and are carrying out sweep north-westward from diving position of 
U-Boat. 2 airmen missing and 2 of 4 rescued are badly injured, my 090045 refers.
(SLAZAK, 090355A to C. in C. Med.)

U.G.S.27 Codeword "Extended". I am being attacked by
attacked. unknown aeroplane 33.00 N. 22.18 E., 090°, 10

knots.
(USK, 090103B to Alex. W/T.)
First wave over no damage.
(E.G.36, 090136B.)

UNRULY. Leave present patrol area at 0003/10th and
proceed on longitude 025" 01’ to latitude 039" 
20*. Then to patrol in accordance with my memo. 
W.D.7. Western boundary of your area is long. 
025" 21’.
(Capt. (S) 1, 091014B to P.49 (UNRULY), (R) 
SIBYL, P.55 (UNSPARING), F.O.L.E.M,)

Convoy Convoy "Vellum" is being attacked by enemy A/C
attacked. position 37.15 N. (?) 42.00 E., course 264.

(Escorts Convoy "Vellum", 091040Z to Algiers.)

LE FANTASQUE, Request you will sail LE FANTA3QUE and LE MALIN 
LE MALIN. to Gibraltar. C. in C. Plymouth, 071331,

(C. in C. Med., 091154A to S.B.N.O. Azores.)

UNSPARING, P.55 (UNSPARING) has freedom of action in the
UNRULY. North Aegean after 0002/10th.

(2) P.49 (UNRULY) remains to westward Kaloyeri 
Rock until 1602/10th then patrol between Khios 
and Doro Channel.

(3) Cancel my 091014.
(Capt. (S) 1. 091322B to P.55 (UNSPARING), P.49 (UNRULY), (R) 
P.217 (SIBYL), F.O.L.E.M.)

UNTIRING. Leave patrol to pass 043" 42* 008" 34* at 0100/11
through 041" 53’ 008" 20' at 0200/12 thence 
Q.B.B.301 to arrive Maddalena 1300/12.
(Capt. (S) 10, 091443A to UNTIRING, (R) C. in C. 
Med., N.O.I.C. Algiers, F.O.G.M.A., 10thS/M.F., 
LA SULTANE.)

/LA SULTANE •  •  •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

LA SULTANE.
Mediterranean - Contd.
2 U-Boats expected to arrive Toulon 13th and 
14th. At dawn patrol in zone 3U to intercept. 
2nd U-Boat may be damaged, and consequently 
delayed.
(Capt. (S) 10, 091557 to LA SULTANE.)

WIRIL. Swedish Govt, intimate that safe conduct vessel 
WIRIL will visit Cyclades and other islands as follows: arrangements.
(3) Request you will inform Air and other 
Authorities concerned.
(Admty., 091847A to F.O.L.E.M.)

Situation 
Report No.267.

(1) My 072215, para. 3. Position has been 
amended to 040° 40’ N. 014° 15' E. and casualty confirmed as due to mine.
(2) JERVIS and JANUS carried out sweep between 
San Benedetto and Ancona during night 7tt/8th Jan. 
Intention was to bombard Ancona result not yetreported.

(3) Convoy U.G.S.27 was twice attacked by A/C about 60 miles West of nerna at 0113/9th and 0552/9th. No damage, one A/C claimed shot down by A/A fire.
(4) My 082204, para. 2. A/C attacked U-Boat at 2200/8th in position 036° 54’ N. 001° 45* W. and reported damaging it. Tile A/C was shot down 5 out of 6 crew picked up. A/C also sighted 4 U-Boats in position 038° 00’ N. 000° 07* E. at 0752/9th and 037u 34* N. 000“ 35’ W. at 0845/9th. Hunts continue in vicinity of above 3 positions. ATHERSTONE has joined the hunting force. 
(C. in C. Med., 092110A.)

U/Battacked. Have attacked good submarine contact in 038° 36' 
N. 000° 30' E. No visible result but am standing 
by with U.S.S. BENSON till morning. Still in contact.
(ATHERSTONE, 092202 to C. in C. Med., (R)SLAZAK, ISIS.)

PROTEElost.
_ \

Frenchs/m PROTEE must be considered lost. She has been overdue from patrol South of Toulon 
since 3rd January. CASABIANCA heard very heavy 
explosion in PROTEE area on 29th December.
(C. in C. Med., 092226a .)

CHITRAL. Required to sail from Port Said 15th Jan. in G.U.S.28 if possible.
(F.O.L.E.M., 092345B.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
U/B 11. Poor D/F bearing at 2150Z/7 indicates
estimate. German U/Boat was probably 45C miles S.E. of

East London probably moving N.E.
(C. in C.E.F. 090410Z.)

A.K.D.11A. Sail 0400/9.
Escorts BANFF and ROSEBAY at 10° 00' 52° 40’ 
LANGUARD and JASMINE will relieve BANFF and 
ROSEBAY, BANFF return Aden ROSEBAY proceeds 
Colombo.
(N.C.S.O. Aden, 090428Z.)

4

4

\

\
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America & West Indies*

H.M.C.S* No. 2 fan engine com plete ly  broken down No. one
LOCKEPORT. fan  engine in  poor cond it ion  running s low ly  using

one b o i le r .  Main b o i le r  stopped va lve  leak in g  
down to 180 pounds pressure, P*C. and 3. 039° 14 ’ 
070° 25’ (?232° or 260°) 40 revo lu t ion s  have (2 

corrupt groups) and taken a l l  precautions requ ire  a tow r e f e r  
ray 090220Z (N . T. in  W.R.)
(LOCKEPORT 090502Z to G. in  C .G .N .A.)

P o s it io n  039° 02' 072° 32' hove to engine stopped need 
tow 6871 3067 see 31.

(LOCKEPCRT 092210Z to Gora. E a s tsea fron .)

T .G .21.4. Task Group 21*4 recon s t itu ted  as fo l lo w s :
Commander Markham (Comcortdiv 21) in JOSEPH E. 
CAMPBELL, C IA3E, LOY, LANING. Depart Aruba -  
Curacao area 11 Jan. es co r t in g  C.T.12 to North 

A fr ic a n  ports . Return Aruba e s co r t in g  T.0.12 when d ir e c te d  by 
Gomraor se a f  ron.
(Comnaveu 091151.)

U/B estim ates. (N.S.H.Q. 091357Z, Cominch 091517.)

L. 26. Escorts d e ta i le d .
(Comeastseafron 091409.)

SAGKVILLE. Request you detach Sa CKVILLE from G. 2 to  jo in  C .4
ad d it ion a l f o r  0.N.220 thence H a l i fa x  (two) ship 
is scheduled to r e f i t  about 7th February.
(C. in C.C.N.A. 091459 to  C. in  C-W.A.)

EMPIRE MACKAY. Expla in ing how a l l  her a i r c r a f t  were smashed.
(C. in C .C .N .A ., 091529Z to C- in  C.W.A. (r ) Adraty. 
F.O.C.T. N .A .3 .Maydown, R .A .N .A .3 . (N ) . )

H.X.274, 
H.X.275, 
escorts  
(Groups C. 5 

B. 7. )

BLIGH, BULLEN, ANGUILLA, KEMPTHORNE, G00L80N, 
STEADFAST s a i l  w ith  Group C.5 a d d it ion a l fo r  H.X. 
274.
2* Intend BICKERTON, SHIEL, KEATS s a i l  w ith  B .7 fo  
H.X. 275.
(F .O .N.F. 091840Z.)

A t la n t ic  A.M. 082052A and A.M. 091242A. In view o f  change
Narrows. o f  route convoys w i l l  now pass in about 42° N-

2. I f  you should decide to operate a C.V.E. near 
these convoys suggest you adjust op era t in g  area 
as you may requ ire .
(A. C.N.3. (H) 091357A to Cominch, In fo .  C. in C.7/.A. 
F.O.G.M.A. S .B .N .O .A zores , C. in  C.Plymouth.)

/ S t r a g g le r s . . .
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FORtilON STATIONS.

America & West Indies - Conta.
Stragglers arrived week ending January 8th, Jan. 
6th JOHN BAKXE (Nor.) 0.N.217 Leakage repairs.
Jan. 8th LUCIEN BAKER MAXWELL (U.3.) IT.Ii. H.X. 273 
heavy weather damage and ALEXANDER HAMILTON (U.3«) 
H.X. 273. See my 091456.
(N.C.3.0. St. Johns N.F. 091914Z.)

A. M* 281959 December. It is proposed A. ETTRICK 
detach from G.l ex 0.N.219 on relief by ST. 
LAURENT thence to Halifax about January 23rd for 
paying off and recommissioning by R.C.N.
B. MONTREAL and STORmONT two new frigates to sail 

about January 31st and February 15th respectively to join E.G. 6. 
C- Consider it best for NENE to detach from E-G.6 when STORMONT 
joins but if earlier detachment necessary when MONTREAL joins 
group*
D. Surest transfer E.G. 6 to WA3KE3IU temporarily pending return 
of NENE with R.C.N. Senior Officer on board.
E. These changes will not interfere with E.G.9 as frigates 
allocated were destined for W.E.F. and weakenin£ of these 
groups is being accepted.
F» C. in-C.Y/.A. 301129 December also refers.
(N.3.H.Q. 092235Z to C. in C.W.A.)

M.M-.3. 256, -M.M.8. 256 reports: Returning defect storm
252. damage. E.T.A. lOOOS/lOth T.0.0. 092100Z. Ends.

2. M.M.S. 256 is being instructed to report any 
information held with respect to M.M.S. 252 your 
091621 refers.
(C. in C.C.N.A. 092257Z to 3.B.N.0-Azores.)

War Diary.

Stragglers
report.

Di3pos itions 
of Frigates.

Australia & New Zealand.
9. Navy Catalina seriously damaged, two of three 
barges located entering Sarang Harbour (25 miles 
North Madang) night 7th while two motor torpedo 
boat3 3anx five Jap. barges found midway between 
Bogaajim 3aiaor.
10. Same time another two motor torpedo boats 

intercepted enemy submarine approaching Narabariwa (near 3io) 
believed damaged with depth charges. Other submarine reported 
digest 718 para. 7 off Saidor dusk attacked by three Mitchells. 
Bombs straddled ship which submerged and after resurfacing sub
jected to 15 minutes severe straffing. Submarine believed
3ever ly damaged possibly sunk.
(G.H.^.S.’W.P.A. 090844Z. )

Digest serial 
No. 719 Jan. 
8th.
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Submarine3 R eported.

Es t im a te s .
(D .J J .I.C . 0914-32A?' 091433A . )

Submarines A ttach ed .

V

\
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RODNEY and 
NELSON.

Biscay
operations.

Operation 
of U.S. Navy
aircraft.

Convoy

158
1 0.1 . 1 9 44.Monday.

SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands.
1. RODNEY and NELSON are to leave Scapa forthwith 
for Rosyth and the Clyde respectively, where they 
are to be de-stored and reduced to Special 
Complement.

2. The U.S. A/C Carrier BLOCK ISLAND of 
T.G. 21.16, with U.S. Destroyers was operating 
about 600 miles West of Oporto today; MAURITIUS, 
on passage to Gibraltar to rejoin the 
Mediterranean Fleet, was about 400 miles West 
of Ushant at 2000; and BLYTH and PETERHEAD, 
searching for A/C. survivors about 80 miles W. 
by N. of Cape Ortegal, are to continue their 
search until 1200A to-morrow and then return to 
Plymouth.

North Atlantic.
3(a) Co-ordination of British with U.S. Navy 
aircraft operating from Moroccan Sea Frontier 
has not been satisfactory. U.S. aircraft have 
to cover U.S. convoys as a first duty and they 
carry out much independant flying which does 
not conform to our Stipple signal or probability 
areas.
(b) The Allied A/S Survey Board have made 
certain recommendations, and Admiral Noble has 
been asked to raise the matter at Washington.

South Atlantic.
4(a) C. in C.S.A. issued instructions today 
(amended on 11 Jan.) that ships from 8 to 12.9 
knots for all destinations north and east of 
Durban are to be sailed in convoy as far as 
Beira.
(b) Independent sailings northwards from Beira 
may continue.
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on K.M.S.37; 
2 ships 
torpedoed.

Adriatic.

M.K.F.27A

Aegean

U-boat 
S.E. of 
Maldives.

159

SITUATION REPORT.

10.1.13kk.
Monday.

Mediterranean.
Bonvoy K.M.S.37 was attacked by torpedo carrying 
aircraft about 1853A today in 36.07 N. 00.11 V. 
(North-west of Oran) and two ships, DANIEL WEBSTER 
and OCEAN HUNTER were torpedoed, the latter being 
sunk. DANIEL WEBSTER proceeded with the convoy to 
Oran. Fighters intercepted the attacking force 60 
miles North of the convoy and claim some of the 
enemy shot down or damaged; and the aircraft of 
the close cover, and ships A/A also claim others.

6. The U-boat hunts in the Cape San Antonio/ 
Iviza area continue. At 1706 today an aircraft 
reported a German U-boat on the surface in 
39.00 N. 00.^7 E.

7(a) Whilst on patrol off the East Italian 
coast last night TROUBRIDGE and TUMULT shot up 
3 trains, one of which was left burning. The 
destroyers again successfully bombarded San 
Benedetto. One schooner was hit and driven ashore, 
(b) Coastal forces have patrolled every night 
since 6th January amongst the islands off the 
Dalmation coast, without incident.

8. RAMILLIES (Eastern Fleet) sailed from Suez 
today for the U.K; this ship with Combined 
Operations ships ORONTES, REINA,DEL PACIFICO, and 
STRATHEDEN from Port Said will form convoy 
M.K.F.27A.

9. 22 mines were successfully laid outside 
Salamis harbour (just north of Georgios Channel) 
by aircraft last night whilst diversionary bombing 
was carried out.

East Indies.
10. SS DiiVTD THOMPSON reported at 1520Z today bein 
fired at by a submarine in 00.UO S. 77.^8 E. At 
110020Z she reported all well and that she had 
not been attacked.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Australia and New Zealand.
11. In the early hours of today a Naval Catalina 
attacked a convoy of 3 or k merchant ships 
escorted by 3 or k  destroyers or possibly a light 
cruiser, heading for Rabaul of the west coast of 
New Ireland. One destroyer received a direct hit 
with a 500 lb. bomb and was left smoking.

12. Allied M.T.Bs. last night destroyed 9 out 
of 23 barges, 1i+ of which were proceeding North 
laden with troops between Saidor and Sio.

13* 6 Mitchells bombed Kupang last night.



MOST SECRET.

161
V/ar D ia r y .

HOME COMMANDS.

10 .1 .1944 .
Monday.

Policy*

T ra w le rs  Cancel my‘ 091000Z. F .O . I .C .  M i l f o r d  Haven 091303.
f o r  A z o r e s .  In ten d  s a i l i n g  CAPE PALLI3ER ( 3 . 0 . )  and KINGSTON

AMBER 2200A/10 to  M i l f o r d  Haven to  R/V w ith  ST. 
ELSTAN and f o r  onward p assage  to  A zo re s .  3 . 0 . A.
10 k n o ts .  E .T .A .  M i l f o r d  Haven 1 6 0 0 A / l l th .  
F .O . I .C .  M i l f o r d  Haven i s  r e q u e s te d  to s a i l  sh ip s  
as r e q u i s i t e .
( P .O . I .C .  L i v e r p o o l  101328A to  P .O . I .C .  M i l f o r d  
Haven. )

ASPIRANT ASPIRANT is  t o  be s a i l e d  w i th  EMINENT to  M o v i l l e
f o r  Med. f o r  0 . 3 . 6 5 /K .M .8 .39.

2. Cdre . D.W.A. i s  r e q u e s te d  to  s a i l  ASPIRANT 
as r e q u i s i t e  to  j o i n  con voy  to  G ib r a l t a r .
3. A.M. 031516 Dec. r e f e r s .
( P . O . I . C .  G reenock 101556A t o  N .O . I .C .
Carapbel tO' n. )

ZEEHOND. A.M. 031136 November i s  c a n c e l l e d .
2. Dutch submarine ZSEHOND w i l l  remain in  Home 
W a t e r s .
(D .O .D .H . 101720A to  F .O '.S . )

RODNEY, I t  has been d e c id e d  fo  reduce RODNEY and NELSON
NELSON. t o  3/5 complement f o r t h w i t h  and by s t a g e s  d u r in g

the d e s t o r in g  p e r i o d  t o  s p e c i a l  complement.
2* Request you  w i l l  s a i l  RODNEY f o r  Rosyth  as 
a rran ged  w ith  C- in  C .R osy th  and NELSON to  C lyde  
t o  a r r i v e  i f  p o s s ib l e  on 12th January.
(1 s t  3 .L .  102205A t o  C. in  C .H .P . V . A . 2 . )

O p e ra t io n s .

C o a s ta l  (C* in  C -Portsm outh  101402A.)
Force  p a t r o l s .  (C. in  C .P lym outh  101805A .)

(N .O . I .C .  Dartmouth 101948A.)

O o e ra t io n  D i s p o s i t i o n  a t  102000*
" S t o n e w a l l " • 1. BLYTH, PETERHEAD v i c i n i t y  044° 12 ' N. 009° 4 2 ’

W. on a i r  s e a  re s cu e .
4 . MAURITIUS 0<t9° 0 2 ' N. 016° 15 ' W. th rough  049° 
0 8 ’ N. 014  ̂ 58 ’ W. th en ce  219° 20^ k n o ts .

5. TANTIVY 044° 30 ' N. 013° 22 ' W. 180° d a i l y  advance 170 m i l e s .
6. G reek  submarine P IP IN 03  044° 2 2 ’ N. 012° 5 3 ’ W» 180° d a i l y  
advance 136 m i le s -
(C . in  C*P lym outh 101450A t o  Admty. )

My 101213. Amend to  read  20^ k n o t s ,  E .T .A .  0800A/13th 
(MAURITIUS.)

(C- in  C »P lym outh  101508A t o . P .O .G . :vi. A. )
B .A .D . pass to  Cominch. T«G- 21 .16 . U .3 .3 .  BLOCK ISLAND

w ith  d e s t r o y e r s  app rox , v i c i n i t y  042° N* 018° W» My 101230A r e f e r s  
(C- in  C .W .A. 101619A.)

/ A l t e r . . .
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.

Alter forthwith for new position MJ. 043° 01* N. 
015° 23' W. thence as ordered by F.O.G.M.A.
(G. in C*Plymouth 101825A to MAURITIUS.) 
Sunderlanas K/10, j/10, P/228 will continue 
search from 0830 tomorrow until you leave area.
2. If nothing previously sighted BLYTH and 

PETERHEAD are to discontinue search at 1200A tomorrow or earlier 
if fuel shortage necessitates and return to Plymouth by reverse 
of outward route.
3. If you will not be able to continue search until 1200/llth, 
report forthwith anticipated time of leaving area.

(G. in C.Plymouth 102156A to BLYTH, PETERHEAD.)
From MJ. proceed through ML. 041° ?011 N. 015° 01* W»

MM. 037° 01' N. 014° 59' W« thence MH* omitting MG.
(F.O.G.M.A. 102329A to MAURITIUS.)

S/M Patrols. S/M are to leave patrol for Ler;» ick as follows:
1. STRATAGEM at 1800A/loth through 064° 52* N. 
002° 01’ E. thence by route Grey” to arrive p.m. 
15th.

2. TAKU at 1 >00A/13th by route "Grey” to arrive a.m. 15th.
3. UNSWERVING at 2359A/13th by route "Pink” to arrive 15th.
4. S/M to proceed diving by day when north of 062°.
(Capt. 3.9 101505A to S/Ms.)

Request you will sail TELEMACHUS from Lerwick at 1500A/13th 
through 090° Muckle Flugga 10 miles and route "Black” to 064°
19* thence direct to patrol line HH* Proceeding dived by day 
when north of 062°.

(Capt. 3*9 101509A to 3*0. S/M Lerwick.)
Positions of 3/Ms at 0800/llth and movements for folio ing 

24 hours.
A. UNSWERVING, STRATAGEM, and TAKU as in my 051529-
B. SPITEFUL leaves patrol at 1800/llth probably on surface speed 
10 knots for Lerwick.
C. VIKING on patrol in vicinity of 50° 45* N. 10° 01* W.
G. VENTURER leaves Lerwick 1800/llth probably on surface, speed 
8 knots, through 090° Muckle Flugga 20 miles and 61° 28* N. 03° 
30* E. to patrol in vicinity of 61° 15* N. 04° 01' E.

(F.O.S. 101718A to Aamty.)

War Diary.

Operation 
"Stonewall” 
(Contd.)

ALERT* My 061217A. Arrived. Operations completed.
(Cable (F.O.I.C* Falmouth 101720A to C. in C. Plymouth.)
repairs.)

Mining.

Thames One ground mine detonated 359°. Tongue Sand
Estuary. Tower 2 miles.

(Capt. M/3 Sheerne3s 101815 and 111404A.)

Casualties & Defects.-----------------------  •

TWEED (sunk E.T.A. Lough Foyle 0030A/llth. 52 survivors
on 7th Jan.) on board, 12 cot cases of whom two are critical.
Survivors. (NENE 101101A to Cdre* D.W.A.)

/SHEFFIELD...
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C asua lties  & D efects -  Contd.

My 061557, A.M. 081406, N .O .I-C * L iv e rp o o l 091313.
2. SHEFFIELD may g iv e  9 days lea ve  each watch 
s ta r t in g  12th January.
3. Ship is  to be o p e ra t io n a lly  s e rv ic e a b le  a.m.
3rd February.
4. 2nd lea ve  period  w i l l  be completed w ith  sh ip  
at Scapa*
(C. in  C.H.F. 101147A to SHEFFIELD, V .A .2 .)

Tug EMPIRE BA3C0BEL towing 33. BALDBR w ith  
DORINDA s a ile d  Needles 1313/1Oth.
(C* in  C.Portsmouth 101319A to  F .O .I.C * P o r t la n d .)

Shipping & Convoys.

BALFOUR, BENTLEY, GOODALL, AYLMER. Should S.C.
150 be in con tact w ith  e n e ^ ,  and provided H.X.
273 is  not th reatened , ships named should be de
tached to support S.C. 150.
2« Should n e ith er H.X. 273 nor 30-150 be 
threatened at 0600/llth  ships named are to  leave 

H.X. 273 at that time and jo in  and support O.N.219 at b es t speed-
3. O.N. 219 estim ate to be in  054° 51 ’ 019° 30' at 1000/ llth  
routed through LN* 054° 43 ' 020° 01* thence 252° 9j  knots. O.N. 
219 in p o s it io n  Y.
4. Report s ta te  o f  fu e l  o f  these sh ips and name of 3 .0s. sh ip 
fo rth w ith .
(C. in  C.Y/.A. 101152Z and 102359A to E s c o r ts . )

C.N.219. 63 M/Vs and 3 e s co r t  o i le r s .  Names and d e s t i 
nations .

(C- in  C.W.A. 101238Z to  Admty. )
D/F bearings at 1248Z and 1255Z ind ica te  U-Boat probably 

w ith in  40 m iles o f  52° 30' N. 23° 30* W.
(D .D .I.C . 101430A to Escorts H.X. 273,' 3-C. 150.)
FREDERICTON s a ile d  to  overtake O.N. 219.
(Cdre* D.W.A. 101510A to Admty.)
Your 101152Z. Consider both H.X. 273 and S.C-150 have been 

con tacted . Intend d e ta i l in g  BALFOUR (3 * 0 . ) ,  BENTLEY, AYLMER, 
GOODALL to p a tro l area between the 2 convoys during the n igh t. 
Fuel remaining in these sh ips 47/, 61/, 58/, 65/ r e s p e c t iv e ly .  

(HERPERU3 101646Z to  C. in C -Y -A .)
A.M. 101430A. D/F bearings at 1510Z in d ica te  fu rth e r  

transm ission  from genera l v i c in i t y  o f convoys.
(D .D .I.C . 101650A to  Escorts H.X. 273, S«C. 150.)

SHEFFIELD 
(Removal o f 
1 p r o p e l le r . )

BALDETR.

3.C* loO , 
H.X. 273, 
O.N. 219.

0 .3 .65/  I t  is  intended that FENCER should provide an A/3
K.M .3.39. and f ig h t e r  support fo r  0*3. 65/K.M.3.39 subse-
0.N .220. quently re tu rn in g  to  U.K. w ith  an 3 .L.convoy.

2. N .C .I.C * Greenock is requested  to  s a i l  FENCER 
to R/V w ith  0 .3 .65/K.m. 3.39.
(C. in  C.W.A. 101207A to F .O .C -T .)

F o llow in g  rescue tugs d e ta ile d  EMINENT 0 .3 .65/K.M.S.39. 
ASSIDUOUS O.N. 220.
(F .O .I.C *  Greenock 101448A to  C* in  C .W .A.)

/ In ten d ...
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HOME COMMAND J.

0 . 3 . 6  5 /  
K .M .3 .39. 
0 .N .220. 
(C o n td . )

Shipping & Convoys.

Intend t o  s a i l  t o  Gibraltar* w ith  K .M -3.39.
3. VERITY f o r  onward ro u te in g  t o  F .0 .C *W .A f.
C. VIOLET* MEADOWS'.VEET f o r  onward r o u te in g  t o  
E astern  F le e t .
(C. in  C•W. A. 102302A and 132150 to  F .O .G .M .A .)

xv.M.F.28* A.M. 060814A and 091940A. S a i l  Bar L igh t v e s s e l
1300Z /15 . A l l  sh ip s  R/V 0900Z /16th  270° 6 m iles  
from  Oversay.
(N .G .3 .0 .  Mersey 101215Z t o  N .C .3 .0 . C ly d e . ) 

A dm ira lty  050814 , 091940. 1. E s c o r t :  A. L iv e r p o o l  p o r t io n .
WREN to  re tu rn  to L iv e r p o o l  a f t e r  making Oversay R /v .
B. Clyde p o r t io n .  TUSCAN, AMETHYST, BLaCK SWAN.
C. J o in in g  at Oversay R/V from  B e l fa s t .  BENTINCK 3 . 0 . ,  BYe RD, 
CALLER, DRURY, BAZELY, BURGES.

(C. in C»W•A. 101503A and 131152A .)

EMPIRE The a r r i v a l  o f  S3. EMPIRE HEYWOOD in  my command
HEYWOOD. caused c o n s id e r a b le  u n ce r ta in ty  as to  procedure

re q u ire d  owing t o  rumours r e c e iv e d  th a t  t im e- 
bombs had been p la c e d  on board by enemy agents.
I t  i s  u n d erstood  th at  A dm ira lty  were in  f u l l  

p o s s e s s io n  o f  the fa c t s  o f  the case  and I c o n s id e r  that a u th o r i 
t i e s  concern ed  shou ld  have been f u l l y  in form ed .
I t  is  req u ested  th a t  in  fu tu re  in fo rm a tio n  may at once be p ro 
mulgated to  a u t h o r i t i e s  to g e th e r  w ith  n e c e s s a r y  in s t r u c t io n s  f o r  
d e a l in g  w ith  the s i t u a t i o n .  F .O .I .C .  Tyne 091035A, A dm iralty  
091832A r e f e r .
(C. in  C .Rosyth 101231A t o  Adm ty.)

O.N*218^ Ship in  d i s t r e s s  is  THEODORE PARKER n ot  BUENOS
THEODORE AIRES. .8  s u r v iv o r s  in  ABOYNE. A ttem pting t o  take

PARKER. o f f  rem ainder. P.C. and 3. 045° 2 4 ’ N. 059° 5 5 ’
W» 040 ° 2 kn ots- ..eather 1856 8749.
(DEVERON 101430Z to  C. in  C.W .A.)
No apparent change in s h i p 's  c o n d i t i o n .  Cannot 

g e t  any statem ent regard in g  damage. (My 101430Z r e f e r s . )  Ship 
s top ped  and r id i n g  e a s i l y .  Cannot take o f f  any more s u r v iv o r s  
u n t i l  w eather m oderates. Weather 2,856 7968.

(DEVERON 102020Z to C- in  C .W .A .)

T .U .6 . A dm iralty  091943. 1. E sco r t  A. B r i s t o l  Channel
p o r t io n .  U .3 .3 .  CHAMPLIN, U .3 .3 .  NIELD3.
B. L iv e r p o o l  p o r t io n .  WREN to  R /v  from Tobermory 
at Bar L igh t v e s s e l  at 1230A /I5th and t o  proceed 

to  L iv e r p o o l  a f t e r  making Oversay R/V.
C* E e l fa s t  p o r t i o n ,  U•3. d e s t r o y e r  DAVISON, MERVINE, TILLMAN, 
ORDRONAUX.
D. Clyde p o r t io n ,  C .T .F . 60 in U-3- B a t t le s h ip  TEXAS.
E. J o in in g  a t  Oversay R/V from Londonderry. U . 3 . d e s t r o y e r s  
KENDRICK, LAUB, i>iACKENZIE, MCLANAHAN, PARKER, BOTLe .
(C. in  C.W.A. 101507A •)

A .T .8 5 .  A rr iv ed  at 2 2 3 1 /lO th .
(AQUITANIA. )  (D .3 . T .O .G reenock 102240A.)
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N o r t h  A t l a n t i c .

T a s k  Group  C . T . G .  2 1 . 1 6 .  B e g i n s .  On c o u r s e  3 4 5 “ , s p e e d  17
2 1 . 1 6 .  f r o m  0 3 5 °  3 0 '  0 1 6 “ 4 5 '  W. a t  0 0 0 Q z / 1 0 t h  c o m p l y i n g

w i t h  ( U . S . )  G. i n  G. A t l a n t i c  F l e e t  0 9 2 0 1 2 .  
i n i t i a l  o p e r a t i o n  o f f e n s i v e  r e p u l s e d  200  m i l e s  6 
p a i r s  A v e n g e r s  W i l d c a t s  w e s t  com mencing  d a y l i g h t  

t o w a r d  S/M c o n c e n t r a t i o n  0 4 2 “ N. , 0 1 6 “ f r o m  0 2 0 “ W.
( C . M . S . F . , 100332A t o  E s c o r t s  3 . L . 1 4 4 ,  M . K . S . 3 5 ,  0 . S . 6 4 ,  K .M .S .  
3 8 . )

A c c o m m o d a t io n  ( 2 )  The n a v a l  p r o b l e m  o f  a c c o m m o d a t i o n  a t  G i b r a l t  
a t  G i b .  w o u ld  b e  l a r g e l y  s o l v e d  i f  one  o f  the  b a t t l e s h i p s

i t  i s  i n t e n d e d  t o  pay  o f f  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  A.M. 
311530 a  Decem ber  c o u l d  b e  s e n t  t o  G i b r a l t a r  as 
a c c o m m o d a t io n  s h i p  l a r g e l y  manned and o f f i c e r e d  by 

p r e s e n t  s h o r e  b a s e d  s t a f f s .
( F . O . G . M .A .  , 101259A t o  C. i n  C. M e d . )

G .U .S .
C o n v o y s .
S t a n d a r d
R o u t e s .

C a n c e l  A.M. 171253  A u g u s t  and A.M. 03 1 2 5 0  S e p t ,  
n e i t h e r  t o  a l l  a d d r e s s e e s  and s u b s t i t u t e  
f o l l o w i n g .
3 .  T h e s e  r o u t e s  a r e  t o  b e  b r o u g h t  i n t o  f o r c e  
f o r t h w i t h .
( D . O . D . ( H ) ,  101505A t o  F . O .L .E .M .  )

M .M . S .2 5 7 ,  A m i s t a k e  has o c c u r r e d .  M .M .S .2 5 7  and M .M .S .2 5 2  
2 5 2 ,  2 5 6 .  now i n  H o r t a .  R e f .  C. i n  C. C . N . A ’ s 0 9 2 2 5 7 *  n o t

t o  F .O .G .M .A .  M .M .S .2 5 6  i s  p r e s u m a b l y  a t  
N e w fo u n d la n d .
( S . B . N . O .  A z o r e s ,  101546Z  t o  F . O . G . M . A . )
* Re M.M.S.  r e t u r n i n g  d e f e c t  s t o r m  damage. 
E x p e c t e d  t i m e  o f  a r r i v a l  1000Z J a n .  1 0 t h .

C o n f i r m  a r r i v a l  o f  M.M.S.256 a t  A z o r e s  as  i n  y o u r  091554Z i n  
v i e w  o f  C. i n  C. C .N .A .  092257Z and 100240Z.
( D . M . 3 . ,  102215A t o  S . B . N . O .  Azores.)

GAETA. A dint y .  p a s s  t o  C. i n  C. Med. and F . O . T . A . L . I .
I t a l i a n  N .A .  r e p o r t s : -  45  8 9 .  S h i p  GAETA l e f t  
Huelva  e v e n i n g / 8 t h  i n  tow  B r i t i s h  t u g  f o r  G i b .  
Ends .
( A . B . N . A .  M a d r id ,  1 0 1 7 2 2 A . )

G i b r a l t a r  J a n .  9 t h .  ZE. M 202  1244  day  SE n o t  3 7 . 4 6  N.
G .R .Opsum . 0 0 . 1 9  W . , 270 s u b m e r g in g  s p e e d  n o t  e s t i m a t e d  no

a t t a c k  45  s e c s ,  b e f o r e  o v e r  p o s i t i o n .
Z F . v 2 DR? 1600  3 7 . 3 7  N. 0 0 . 2 6  W. NE M 202  2 DR 
1810 VRYQ 2041 0 4 5  20 1 DR o p e n e d  f i r e  on  a i r c r a f t  

s c o r i n g  h i t s  D 179 2 DR 031 2  3 7 . 1 0  N. 0 1 . 1 4  W . , 230 s l o w  s p e e d  
M 1 79 .  A l l  t i m e s  A.
( A . C . H . Q .  G i b r a l t a r ,  101755A .  )

/FENCER . . .
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FENCER, 
STRIKER, 
O.S. 65,
S.L. 144.

»

North Atlantic - Contd.

FENCER sails January 14th with O.S.65 convoys. 
My 092012.* Now expected pass in about 42° N. 
STRIKER is with S.L.144.
(Comnaveu, 101736.)
* Re Convoys O.S.64 and S.L.144 p a ^  within 100 
miles each other in 44 N. 19 «. during morning 
11th Jan. etc.

South Atlantic.

S.L.146. Untend to sail S.L.146 0645/12 escorted by
ENC HANTRESS (S.0. ) , NESS, BELLWORT, SNOWDROP, 
COWSLIP. Arrangements.
7. F.O.G.M.A. is requested to arrange meet with 
M.K.S.37 and detachment of ships for Gibraltar. 
(F.O.C.W.Af., 1012402.)

Sailings, All ships from 8 to 12.9 knots for all
Durban to destinations north and east of Durban are to be
northward. sailed in convoy from Durban as far as Beira.

(2) Independent sailings northwards from Beira 
and Lourenco Marques may continue, ships from 
Lourenco Marques for destinations North of Beira 

being routed so as to join the lane referred to in Meiri II A 2 
(a ) in latitude 021° S. Independent sailings southwards from 
Beira and Lourenco Marques are to be suspended forthwith.
(3) Group No.4 is to be sailed as escort for northbound ships 
from Durban as soon as convoy can be formed, returning with 
available southbound ships from Beira and Lourenco Marques.
Group No.l will be available for a second convoy about 17th Jan. 
My 101237* refers.
(4) signals of anticipated sailings of any ship of under 8 knots 
and of 13 knots and over for all destinations north and (? south) 
of Durban are to be reported. No such ships are to be sailed 
without my approval.
(5) Memo. 016/69 is temporarily modified in accordance with the 
above and my 071044* is cancelled.
(C. in C. S.A., 101503C to all concerned.)
(* No Trace of either inW.R.) (W.D. Note: See amendment
111036C.)

GEORGES In view of A.M. 071908 and C. in C. Med.
LEYGUES. 101106 December GEORGES LEYGUES should now return

to the Med. as soon as practicable unless C. in C. 
Med. would prefer GLOIRE or MONTCALM.
(V.C.N.3., 101525A to F.O.C.W.Af.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
Disappearing contact 34° 02’ N. 00° 24' E. 
(A/C. XNOL, 100240.)

N.V.15. To sail 9 ships, at 1330A/11 to Auo^ta.
Escorts HAMBLEDON, CALPE until rel^red by 
BROCKLESBY, WHEATLAND.
(F.O.W.I.T., 101026A).

M.K.F. 27A. Request you will sail M.K.F.27A consisting of
RAMILLIES, 0ROUTES, REINA DSL PACIFICO and 
STRATHEDAN escorted by BERRY, BLACKWOOD, COOKE 
DUCKWORTH, DOMETT, ESSINGTON in accordance with 
my 081217.
(C. in C. Med. 101109A to F.O.L.E.M.)

Suez 10th January. Departures RAMILLIES.
(S.N.O.R.S.C.A., 101228B).

i

HELP. Wreck dispersal vessel HELP has been counted upon
to assist the Army in future operations by the 
rapid clearance of harbours in which demolitions 
have already started. Request HELP be sent as 
soon as possible to the Med. if only for a few 
months. A.M. 042011 not to F.O.W.It. refers.
(C. in C. Med. 101301).

Escorts ANTWERP (S.O), ALDENHAM, BELVOIR, MIAOULES,
I.X.F.7. PINDOS.

(F.O.L.E.M. 101350B).

8/9 Jan. 3 Wellingtons sighted surfaced U-boat N.W. 
of Oran. Other Wellingtons signalled to position 
attacked with 17 x 250 lb. torpex depth charges.
Good coverage, believed depth charges exploded 
under U/B. Oil streaks seen. Further attach made 
but no details available as Wellington was ditched. 
Crew rescued by destroyer. 9th Jan. 1 Wellington 
sighted U-boat S.S. of Alicante (Spain) attacked 

with 8 depth charges. U-boat straddled and oil patch seen. 
(H.Q.M.A.A.F. 101531A).

M.A.A.F.
Op sum 32#3, 
U/B attacked 
in 36.54 N. 
01.45 W.

U.G.S.28. This is 100330 from C.T.F.61. 100930A escorts
U.G.S.28 relieved by British escorts COLTSFOOT 
(S.O) HAYDON, ANEMONE, MONKSHOOD, PARRETT and 
CONVOLVULUS.
(Comnaveu, 101536Z).

2 German 2 200 ton motor barges fully loaded, expect to
motor barges, pass through Dardanelles dawn 11th.

(Capt.(S) 101621B to UNSPARING).

/ U/B
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FOREIGN STATIO?\TS.

Mediterranean . - Contd.
Am over enemy S/M. in 39° 00* N. 00° 47* E. S/M 
was sighted on surface and observed to submerge. 
When first sighted was on course 360° estimated 
speed 12 knots.
(A/C ANFK, 101706).

N.O.I.C. Port Said sail M.K.F.27A p.m.14th Jan. 
to Alexandria. (8) DUCK (?769) COOKS, BIACKWOOD, 
BERR% ESSINGTON, DOMET. (9) RAMILLI2S in company. 
(P.O.L.S.M. , 101750B.).

1/57861 cipher 10 Jan. 6. Arrival Piraeus tanker 
probably BACCHUS with 1400 ton diesel represents 
first large intake fuel by sea from Rumania for 
considerable time. This success and value such 
cargo to enemy may encourage further attempts run 
tankers and/or lighters from Black Sea.
(C. inC.M.E., 101740B. )

Adjust your speed to cross longitude 034° 01’ at 
0002/l3th in order not to overtake DZIK. 
(Capt.(s) 1, 101806B to SIBYL (R> DZIK).

1 ship DANIEL WEBSTER torpedoed. My P.C.S.360 
07' N. 0° 11’ W. 61° 7.
(BERGAMOT, 101855A).
My 101855 add OCEAN HUNTER sunk. Both ships by 
torpedo A/C.
(BERGAMOT, 101931A).
P.0.3. (Forrupt_J}roup) DANIEL WEBSTER holed fore

hold bulkhead holding proceeding pending further orders escorted 
by BARLE and 1 Fleet tender. Position at 2000 35° 59* N. 00°
19* W.
(BERGAMOT, 102050A).

K.M.S. ?1 Fleet tender searching vicinity 036° 07’ N. 000 
13' W. until 2130, has 22 survivors ex OCEAN HUNTER, is then 
proceeding Oran. 2. 32 Survivors ex OCEAN HUNTER picked up by
escort will be landed at Algiers. 3. OCEAN HUNTER ?complement 
reported to be 55.

(BERGAMOT, 102133A to C. in C. Med. (R) Comnob, Oran, 
N.O.I.C. Algiers).

Flag of Flag of R.A. J.M. Mansfield as F.O. 15th C.S.
C.S.15. hoisted in SPARTAN 0900/4. Flag transferred to

ORION 09 (sic) 10th January.
(C.S.15, 101859A).

M.K.F.27A.

Ruman ian 
oil.

SIBYL

Air attack 
on K.M.S.37, 
2 ships 
torpedoed.

Italian S/Ms. 
for A/S. 
training AXUM 
lost.

My 221301 Dec. Following now on passage to Gib. 
for onward routeing to Bermuda MAMELI, MAREA, 
VORTICE, DANDOLO, SPERI. 2. Request Admty. in 
consultation with Cominch give onward routeing 
instructions direct to F.O.G.M.A. suggest S/Ms. 
might join G.U.S.27. 3. Regret AXUM total loss
on patrol and BRIN not ready.
(C. in C. Med. 101947A to Admty.,Qominch).

/K.M.F___
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

K.M.F.
convoy
escorts.

Mediterranean.
A.M. 081917. It is not considered that the 
normal escort of six destroyers for K.M.F. convoys 
beyond 10° E. is adequate but provided that the 
reinforcements indicated in A.M.302331 December 
arrive in time it will be possible to reinforce 
K.M.F. 31, 32 and 33 accordingly.
(C. in C. Med. 102132A to Admty.)

Situation 1. My 092110 para.2 JERVIS and JANUS sank 3
report schooners by gunfire, damaged 2 trains and blew up
No.268. 1 engine between Pedaso 043° 05' N. 013° 51* E. and

Offcanati 043° 26* 013° 40*. Givita Vecchia 
(W.D.Note: Presumably Civitanova intended) was 
(?also) bombarded. Ancona was attacked from N.W. 

railway Area being well covered. Only opposition ineffective fire 
from 1 battery. 2. During the night 8th/9th TROUBRIDGE and 
TUMULT during sweep of East coast from San Benedetto to Ancona 
damaged and left abandoned 4 schooners, hit and stopped 2 trains 
and bombarded San Benedetto. 3. My 092110 para.4. ATHSRSTONE 
keeping within good contact in position 038° 36' 000° 30' S. 
at 2202/9th and later U.S. Des. BENSON and ATHSRSTONE made 
several attacks between Cape San Antonio and Iviza. No visible 
result. At 1706 tenth A/G. report U/B. (German) on surface in 
position 039° 00' N. 000° 47* E. Hunts continue.
(C. in C. Med. 102257A.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
To facilitate movement of P.O.W. to port would 
appreciate early confirmation may embark up to 
1,500 in MARIPOSA.
(P.S.T.O.I.,1003262/January to C. in C.E.F.).

(C. in C.E.F., 100451Z to Ships and Authorities 
East Indies Station, Admty. etc.).

Convoy sailing telegram.
Escort. (6) BATHURST, KHYBER, BARODA. KHYBER 
escort Aden section to disperse position then 
return Colombo.
(N.C.S.O. Colombo, 10094-OZ).

SSSS. 00.4-0 S. 77.4-8 E. sighted submarine 
fired at him.
(Da v i d Th o m p s o n , 101520Z).
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M.M.S.
252.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies.

M.M.S.256 reports M.M.S. 252 last seen 2025Z/2nd 
039° 57’ N. 050° 04' W. hove to heading North 
east. Your 091621* and my 092257 refer.
(C. in C.C.N.W.A. 100240Z to S.B.N.O. Azores.)* M.M.S.257 reports position 
M.M.S.252 last seen.

G.U.S./
U.G.S.
Convoys.

Concur your 051815. Admiralty will promulgate 
G.U.S. route and stragglers route.
(D.O.D., 101358Z to Com. 10th Fleet (C. & R.) 
W.D. Note. Routes were apoarently oromulgated 
in A.M. 101505 (cf. C. in C. Med. 180820)
N.T. of 101505 in W.D. hut not considered 
necessary.

Zigzagging.

*

Your 060956 Comtenthfleet (C. and R.) has no 
objection to control of zigzagging by 
diverting authorities. It should however be 
appreciated that Comtenthfleet (C. and R.) is 

the only diverting authority in the U.S. Area of
control.
2. 4. Suggested proceduce.
(B.A.D. 101515 to Admty.) Re control of zig-zagging.

U/Bs.
estimates.

(Comirich, 101610.)

Mines off Does danger from mines off east coast
N ewf o undland. Newfoundland still exist? Your 201432 and A.M. 

211619 both October refer.
(D.T.D. 101630A to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

S.C.149. Average speed 8.2 knots off Oversay at 1300Z/29 
All arrived.
(D.T.D. 101725A.)

SHAH. When ready about 15th Jan. San Francisco to 
Sydney for. onward routeing to Cochin India. 
Vessel will ferry non-operational aircraft. 
(Cominch, 101845Z.)

M.M.S.256. Arrived from sea due- to storm damage. 
(C.O.P, Halifax, 102051Z.)

/Operation...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Operation In connection with A.M. 032130a to Cotninch please
of U.S.Navy take the opportunity to raise the following
Aircraft points.
from M.3.F. 2. "Stipple" procedure. We should like to apply

the "Stipple" procedure to all convoys within 
our strategic area and afford the same measure 
of protection to a U.S. convoy as we would to a 

similar British convoy under identical circumstances.
3. Moroccan Sea Frontier. Request you will ensure Cominch 
understands that we wish to apply any agreement on operational 
control to the U.S. Navy aircraft operating from Moroccan sea Frontier.
(1st S.L., 102120a .)

Personal for Admiral Noble.
A.M. 102120. Following are relevant points concerning operation 
of U.S. Navy aircraft from Moroccan Sea Frontier.
(a} The co-ordination has not been satisfactory.
(b) It is understood U.S. aircraft have a "basic mission" 
according to which they must cover U.S. convoys as a first duty.
(c) There is much independent flying by U.S. Naval aircraft 
which does not conform to our "Stipple" signal nor probability areas.
(d) Allied A/S Survey Board recommended that Moroccan Sea 
Frontier should be abolished and re-established as Naval 
Operating Base, and A/S Squadrons should be under operational 
direction of V.A. Gibraltar for operational control by A 0 C Gibraltar.
(e) Since F.O.G.M.A. is now responsible direct to Admiralty for 
Mediterranean approaches West of Cape St. Vincent it is reason
able that U.S. aircraft in this area should operate to meet
his requirements as directed by A.C.H.Q. Gibraltar.

(1st S.L., 102125A to B.A.D.)

U/B report. Inconclusive bearings at 2050Z/10 on 7775 k/cs
on transmission of 2 group b bar indicate one 
U-Boat (German) possibly in your vicinity. 
(N.S.K.Q., 102339Z to S.E.C. 0.N.S.26, S.E.C. O.N. 
218, SS. SUSSEX, DEVERON.)

SS. THEODORE 
PARKER. St. Johns N.F. Jan. 10th departures CAILIFF, 

TENACITY to assist SS. THEODORE PARKER. 
(N.O.I.C. St. Johns N.F., 102359Z.)

Digest 
Serial 
No. 720 
Jan. 9th.

Australia and New Zealand.
16. Night January 8th-9th light cruiser and 
destroyer Task Force successfully bombarded 
targets Shortland Faisi Poporang areas. Spotting 
aircraft report several fires started. Slight 
opposition encountered from shore batteries.

/17. ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia and New Zealand.
17. Dawn January 8th motor torpedo boats engaged 
5 lightly loaded southbound barges off Torau Bay 
south-east coast Bougainville Island. Light 
return fire from barges intense automatic shore 
fire encountered.
(G.H.ti.S.W.P.A. , 100632Z.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
Nothing to report.
(D.D.I.C., 101421A, 101426A.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

11.1.1944.
Tuesday.

Home Commands.

I .  C .S . l  in KENT (who, with BERWICK and; BERMUDA 
w i l l  form the Cru iser Cover Force f o r  Convoy
J .  W.56A now assembling at Loch Ewe) a rr iv ed  at 
Loch Ewe at 1545A today.

2. At 0008 today an A/C o f  19 Group sighted 
5 surface v e ss e ls  about 50 m iles N. by W. o f  
Cape O rtega l s te e r in g  West at 12 knots.

3. The U.S.THEODORE PARKER, damaged by weather 
yes terday  about 600 m iles  E. by S. o f  t .  Johns, 
has had a l l  but 19 o f  her crew rescued by ABOYNE, 
and a Tug and Traw ler from S t. Johns are proceedin 
to  stand by her w h ile  ABOYNE, whose s te e r in g -g ea r  
has broken down, is  being escorted by DEVERON to  
the Azores.
The U.S. JOSEPH SMITH was reported  at 1410Z 
today to  be s ink ing about 420 m iles  S.E. o f  
St.Johns, and at 2045A KINGCUP reported  that she 
had taken o f f  a l l  her crew o f  74 and was proceeding 
with them to  S t. Johns. At 2012Z the Rescue 
Traw ler NORTHERN PRIDE and the Rescue Tug 
ADHERENT were ordered t o  be detached from Convoy 
H.X.274 to  stand by JOSEPH SMITH.

4. Three mines were exploded in sweeps and e igh t 
more cut and exploded by r i f l e - f i r e  by Sweepers 
o f f  Yarmouth today.

North A t l a n t i c .

5. TANTIVY and PIPINOS, on passage from U.K. 
to  G ib ra lta r ,  were today d iver ted  to  pa tro l 
between the coast o f  Portu ga l and 9degs. 30 W.

6. C .T .G .21.16 (U.S. Escort C a rr ie r  BLOCK ISLAND, 
with 4 U.S. d es troyers ) rep o r ts  a la rg e  U/B sunk 
at 0440Z today in 41.56 N. 20.53 W (about 360 
m iles  E.N.E. o f  the A zo re s ) .
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Mediterranean.

7. TYRIAN and GRENVILLE la s t  n ight  swelled a 
t ra in  and the ra i lw ay  at C iv i tanova .  They were 
f i r e d  on by a shore b a t te ry ,  but su f fe red  no 
damage. Pedaso (43.05 N. 13.51 E. )  was a lso  
sh e l led .

Coastal c r a f t  attacked two merchant ships and a 
tanker in L iv a a ia  Bay, P iskop i  (36.25 N. 27.22 e ) 
l a s t  n ight and badly damaged a l l  three. La ter  
a i r  reconnaissance located  one ship on f i r e  in 
the harbour but no sign o f  the other two.
A i r c r a f t  la id  mines in Khalk is (38.28 N. 23.36 E) 
during la s t  n ight .
A successfu l a ttack  was made on P iraeus harbour 
today by 72 U.S. Po r t resses  escorted by 15 TJ.S. 
L ightn ings .

East In d ie s .

9. SS. TRIONA was unsuccess fu l ly  attacked by a 
U-Boat at 2240Z today in 00.03 N. 80.43 E* in the 
Indian Ocean. The torpedo h i t  her net defence 
and exploded, causing on ly  s l i g h t  damage, and the 
ship proceeded.

10. TALLY-HO f i r e d  7 torpedoes at a range o f  
1900 yards at  a KUMA c lass  c ru ise r  in the Malacca 

- S t r a i t s  in 05.28 N. 99.55 E. at 0913 today. Two 
torpedoes h i t ,  and the c ru ise r  sank. TALLY-HO 
was counter attacked but escaped undamaged.

11. 9 U.S. M i t c h e l l s  l a id  mines la s t  night in
the Mokpla in-S it tang R iv e r ,  40 mines were l a id  by 
L ib e ra to rs  in the South Salercen R iv e r  and S.S.W. 
© f  Moulmein; and one U.S. L ib e ra to r  l a id  mines 
in the Rangoon r i v e r  estuary.
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SITUATION REPORT.

China.
12. 9 U.3. Liberators bombed Takao harbour,
Formosa today.

13. 7 US. Liberators laid mines in the Menam
River Estuary last night.

Australia and New Zealand.
14. 14 U.3. Liberators and Venturas laid mines
last night off Wotje, Marshall Islands. A small 
tanker and a patrol vessel v.ere machine gunned 
and destroyed.
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P o l i c y .

Traw lers P . 0 . 1 . 0 .  L i v e r p o o l 's  071231a . Intend S a i l in g
f o r  A zores . CAPO PALLI3ER, KINGSTON AMBER, and 3T. SL3TAN at 

0900/12  to  comply w ith  F .O .I .C .  L i v e r p o o l 's  
101328A.
( P . 0 . 1 . 0 .  M ilfo rd  Haven 111235A to 3 .B .N .O . 
A zores . )

GULLAND. 
gra in  .

GILLS TONE, 
KITTERN. -

H.M.T.GULLAND and GRAIN are r e q u ire d  to a rr iv e  
M il fo rd  Haven by 28th February f o r  onward rou te  
in g  to Med.
(D.M.S* 112039A to  F .O .I .C .  A b erd een .)

Request you w i l l  s a i l  H. M•T. GILLSTONE and KITTERN 
to  a r r iv e  M il fo r d  Haven by 31st January f o r  
onward r o u te in g  to  Med.
(D.M.S. 112047Z t o  WESTERN ISLES.)

O p e ra t io n s .

O p eration  C ontact rega in ed  w ith  3 s u r fa c e  v e s s e ls  p o s i t i o n
"S to n e w a ll"  44 °  ( ? )  33 ' or 26 ' N. 08° 22 ' W. co u rse  270°

speed 12 k n ots .
(A/C Duty D 110008 to  19 G rou p .)

My 0008. 5 s u r fa c e  v e s s e l s .
(A/C Duty D 110029 to  19 G roup.)

A/C unable to  o p e r a te .  My 102156A r e f e r s .
2« Return to  Plymouth fo r t h w it h .
(C. in  C.Plymouth 110520 to  BLYTH, PETERHEAD.)

O peration  S a i le d  HARDY to  Loch Ewe.
P.W. (H .A .D .H .P . 110809A to  N .O .I .C .  A u l t b e a . )

Kola I n le t  a r r iv e d  Group 5 e s c o r t e d  by GLEANER, 
SPEEDWELL, HALCYON.
( 3 . B .N .O .N .R ussia  110825A to  3 . B.N.O.Archan e l . ) 

C. in  C .W .A 's  050048 and you r 101126. Request DIANELLA and 
POPPY may be s a i l e d  from Dough F oyle  v fa  Minches to overtake J.W. 
56A in stea d  o f  Loch Ewe.

(V .A .2  111020A to Cdre. D.W .A.)
As i t  i s  n ot  a n t i c ip a t e d  th at  c r u is e r s  w i l l  use S e id is  

F jo rd  ( I c e la n d )  d u rin a th is  o p e r a t io n  th ere  is  no requirem ent 
there f o r  RAPIDOL.
2« I f  you con cu r  request she may be s a i l e d  as con v en ien t  t o  
a r r iv e  A ku reyri by 2 1 s t  January to  a s3 i3 t  CULPEPPER in  the 
f u e l l i n g  o f  F orce  One and rem ain a3 req u ired  by A .C .3 . I .

(V .A .2  111022A to  A .C . I .C . )
Expect to s a i l  R.A.56A on 22nd January and R.A.56B 7 days 

l a t e r .  Number o f  3h ips in  each  s e c t i o n  not y e t  c e r t a i n .
( 3 .B..N.0 .N .R u ssia  111122A t o  C* in  C .H .F .)

A rr iv e d  CYGNET and INCONSTANT.
(N .O .I .C .  A ultbea  111259A to  F .O .I .C .  G reen ock .)
Your 111020A. Amended in s t r u c t i o n s  have been' issu ed  to  

sh ips  concern ed .
(Cdre. D.W.A. 111502 to  V .A .2 . )

/SAVAGE.••
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O perations.

O peration  ^SAVAGE w ith  d estroyers  addressed proceed passing
F.W. Switha 2000A/I2th to S e id is f jo r d  routed (?th rough )
(C on td .) route "Red". C* in  C.H.F. 051009 r e fe r s . On

a r r iv a l  complete w ith  fu e l  and act under orders 
o f  Capt- D. 26*
2. A f t e r  making L a n d fe ll detach OFFA ana 

OBDURATE to  meet convoy ana a s s is t  convoy to  make i t s  L a n d fe ll 
o f f  Vestrahorn. OFFA and OBDURATE are then to  i^roceed 3e id i.s- 
f jo r d  and complete w ith  fu e l*
(R .A .D .H .F . 111515A to SAVAGE, VENUS, VIRAGO, 3T0RD, VIGILANT, 
OBDURATE, OFFA.)

A rr iv ed  F .O -C .ls t  C.S« in  KENT.
(N -O .I.C . Aultbea 111545A to  a .C .0 .3 . )
Rosyth departure 3T0RD.
(C« in C.Rosyth 111700A to  A .C .0 .3 .
Your 111020- As th is  w i l l  g iv e  no opportun ity  to discuss 

such a screen  withlOPPY and DIANELLA request WALLFLOWER and 
BORAGE who are at Loch Ewe may su b s titu te  these 2*

(Capt. D-26 112237A to  V .A .2 .)

S/M P a tro ls .  P o s it ion s  o f  submarines at 0800/12th and movements 
f o r  fo l lo w in g  24 hours.

UNSWERVING, STRATAGEM, TAKU as in my 051529.
B. VENTURER 61° 10' N. 01° 30 ’ W. probably on 

surface but d ived  by day w ith in  60 m iles o f Norwegian Coast to 
p a tro l v i c in i t y  61° 15’ N. 04° 01 ' E.
C. SPITEFUL approaching Ihetlands from N.E. fo r  Lerw ick , probably 
on su rface 10 knot3.
E. VIKING as in  my 1G1718.
(F .0 .3 . 111759A to Admty.)

VENTURER s a ile d  unescorted 18G0A/llth through 090° Muckle 
Flugga 20 and 051° 28' 003° 30' E. thence p a tro l in  K .5 , ’Western 
l im it  extend ing to  003° E. eas tern  l im it  004° 30' E. On surface 
at C .C .d is c re t io n  u n t i l  en te r in g  p a tro l area.

(3*0 S/M Lerw ick 111803A to S/Ms.)

M ining.

Yarmouth. Capt. M/3 Yarmouth 091612. One moored mine ex
ploded in  sweep in 062° 4 m iles 54D buoy, one 
cut in 347° 4 m iles 57 buoy, and th ird  mine cut 
or a d r i f t  in  the v ic in i t y .  Request clearance 

sweep may be c a rr ied  out as conven ient by f l e e t  sweepers.
(Capt. M/3 Gt. Yarmouth 111635 to C- in  C .N ore .)

My 111633. Two more mines detonated in  sweep p o s it io n  347° 
4 m iles 57 buoy. A l l  f lo a t in g  mines sunk, t o ta l  bag e le ven  in 
numbe r •

(F .O .I .C . Gt. Yarmouth 111831A and 121423A to  C. in  C .N ore .)
(Capt. M/3 Gt* Yarmouth 121540A.)
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C asua lties  & D e fe c ts .

ABE.L.IA. My P.C. and 3. 050° 54' N. 011° 20' W• 074° 6 ,
knots* Intend ad ju stin g  speed tomorrow to a rr iv e  
entrance Q .Z.3. 301 at d a y ligh t 13th.
(ABiJjIA 111201A to  N .O .I.C . M ilfo rd  Haven.)

TWEED A rr iv ed  NENE.
s iirv iv o rs . (Cdre. D.W.A. 110215A to C. in C-V/.A.)

3ANDVIXH0RN Harbour s e rv ic e  c r a f t  3ANDVIKH0RN sunk in  c o l l i -  
sunk. s ion  w ith  DUNLIN. No ca su a lt ie s .

(N .O .I.C . Londonderry 111009A to  Admty.)

READING. Intend s a i l in g  READING from Cromarty at 0300 to 
morrow to  r e f i t  and b o i le r  c lean  at Aberdeen. 
E .T .A . 1500 as sh ip can only use one engine. 
(N .O .I.C . Invergordon 111115A to  F .O .I.C . 
Aberdeen .)

Shipping & Convoys.

H.X.273. U-Boat (German) transm ission  at 1012Z from be
tween the two convoys. In tend to re ta in  d estroyer 
esco rts  ? (u n t i l )  d a y lig h t.
(HESPERUS 110421Z to  C. in  C .W .A.)

0.N.219. In con clu sive  D/P bearings at 0259Z in d ica te  U-
Boat may be in v ic in i t y  o f  0.N.219.
(D .D .I.C . 110525A to  HALIFAX, Escorts 0 :N .219 .) 
S a iled  CELANDINE to  overtake 0.N.219*
(Cdre. D.W.A. 110917A to A .I .G . 196.)

0.N .219. S.O. E .G .C .l. IN A3SINIB0INE. 65 sh ips. D e ta ils *  
(C* in  C.W.A. 111236A.)
S tragg le rs  ex convoy 0.N .219, COMANCHEE engine d e fe c t . 
(N .C .S.O .M ersey 111525A to  Adm ty.)

0 .3 .64/ Convoy probably rep orted  by S/M. Bearing not
K .M .3.38. obta ined . My p o s it io n  43° 56' N. 18° 29r W-

(B .4 110705Z to  Admty. )
C* in  C.W.A. 110853Z. My observed p o s it io n  04 3° 
02' N. 019° 28' W.
(B .4 111001Z to Admty.)

Convoy reported  a t 2032.
(B .4 112050Z to  Admty.)

STON nSiftÛ i°n H S  f0ll0W3 WA3KE3IU» ^LE Y , LUNEN3URG and EDMUND- 
S10i< oe tach ea , hunting one p oss ib ly  2 U-3oats. B. 1 io in ed .

(B .4 112150Z to  C. in  C.W .A.) jo in ed .

/0 .N .21 8 ..
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Shipping and Convoys. - Contd.
ABOYNE steering Broken and cannot he repaired.
2. Am unable to maintain contact with 
THEODORE PARKER and ABOYNE.
3. Intend screening AEOYNE who now has all but 
19 of THEODORE crew aboard.
1+. Suggest THEODORE be instructed to attempt to 
make Azores.
5. No apparent change in condition of THEODORE.

6. Boat containing THEODORE C.Bs. and papers not sighted.
7. If weather moderates intend taking ABOYNE in tow.
8. P.C.S. 01+6 degs. 27' N. 039 degs 10' W. 090 degs. 2 knots. 
Weather 1+771 8260. Gale, sea and swell 68.
(DEVERON, 110900Z to C. in C. W.A.)

H.M.R.T. TENACITY sailed St. John’s 2300Z/10 to assist 
SS. THEODORE PARKER broken down in 1+5-21+ N. 39.55 W.
(F.O.N.F., 111250Z to Admty.)

Estimated P.C.S. of THEODORE PARKER 0600Z/11 01+6 degs. 1+0’N. 
038 degs. 15' W. 065 degs. 5 knots. Suggest (? tug) be 
diverted to assistance of this ship. My P.C.S. 1000Z, 01+6 degs. 
30* N. 037 degs. 1+2' W., 120 degs, 1+ knots. ABOYNE in company
but not in tow. Intend making for Azores. Any other course
impracticable. Fuel remaining 1+2$ at 1000Z, 50 tons pumped 
overboard to make (?easier) rescue operation. Weather.
(DEVERON, 111330Z to C. in C.W.A.)

Am going to take off survivors from JOSEPH SMITH.
Consider ship sinking. Will stand by ship and make further 
report.

(KINGCUP 11U+10Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)
Your 111539. In view of DEVERON’s 111330 intend (A) 

CAILIFF, TENACITY be diverted to THEODORE PARKER. (B) NORTHERN 
PRIDE and ADHERENT be diverted to KINGCUP and JOSEPH SMITH. If 
ship sinks NORTHERN PRIDE, ADHERENT rerjoin H.X.27U.

(F.O.N.F. 111903Z to C. in C.W.A.)
My position 01+5 degs. 1+9' N. 036 degs 1+7’ W. Estimated 

drift 090 degs, 3 knots. ABOYNE in company (my 111330Z refers). 
From above, estimate THEODORE PARKER position at 0600Z/llth to 
have been 01+6 degs. 09’ N. 037 degs. 37' W. Weather.

(DEVERON, 111936Z to C. in C.W.A.)
My 111553* Amend as follows. Steer for 01+6 degs. 1+0',

038 degs. 15*» where THEODORE PARKER estimated drifting O65 degs. 
5 knots. Anticipate aircraft will assist you in functioning.
2. DEVERON and ABOYNE now proceeding in company to Azores.
Pass to TENACITY.

(F.O.N.F. 112011Z to CAILIFF.)
Detach NORTHERN PRIDE, ADHERENT forthwith best speed to 

assist SS. JOSEPH SMITH reported dieab led and screened by KINGCUP, 
estimated position 01+6 degs. 10' N. 037 degs. 25' W.

(F.O.N.F. 112012Z to 0.5.)
Have taken off total crew of JOSEPH SMITH 7^ in number.

Ship left in sinking condition in 01+1+ degs 30' N. 01+3 degs. W.
Am proceeding to St. Johns N.F. 12 knots with survivors and to 
carry out urgent repairs to main engine.

(KINGCUP 11201+5A to C. in C. C.N.A.)
My P.C.S. at 2100Z 01+7 degs. N. 01+8 degs. (? 06’or 1+9’) W., 

102 degs. 9 knots.
(CAILIFF, 112200Z to F.O.N.F.)

War Diary.

0.N.218
THEODORE
PARKER.

JOSEPH
SMITH.

/T.U.6. ..
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T.U.6.
Shipping db Convoys - Contd.
A.M. 091943A, 101851A, 1130Z/l3th. Bar Light 
Vessel all ships R/V 0830Z/l4th 270 degs. 6 miles 
from Oversay.
(N.C.S.O. Mersey 110900Z.)
Intend to sail T.W. portion including U.S. ships

SANTEE and MERRIMAC escorted by C.T.F.60 in TEXAS to pass Clyde 
boom at 2030A/13th January to R/V in position P.B. at 0930/14th., 
thence in accordance with A.M. 101851A.

(F .0. Greenock 111248A to Admty.)
C. in C.W.A. 101507. Intend sailing Liverpool portion 

escorted by WREN 1230/l3th to R/V. Clyde portion 270 degs.
Oversay 6 miles at 0930A/l4th.

(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 111321A to Admty.)
Intend to sail. (A) 5 merchant ships U.S. escorted by

2 U.S.S. destroyers. (DJ Barry Roads 0630/13th. E.T.A. P.B.270 
degs. Oversay 6 miles 0930/l4th.

(N.O.I.C. Cardiff 111521A to C. in C.W.A.)

S.L.145. Sail NENE p.m.12th to rejoin group 6 a.m. 17th 
supporting S.L.145 in about 038 degs. N. 020 degs. 
W.
(C. in C.W.A. 111051A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

EMPIRE 
HEYWOOD.

C. in C. Rosyth’s 101231» Admty. 091832, N.O.I.C. 
Tyne 091035* After conference with Port Regional 
Director and Labour Authorities Naval personnel 
are being used to unload orange cases from 
EMPIRE HEYWOOD.
(F.O.I.C. Tyne 111220A to Admty.)

0.3.65/
K.M.S.39.

KENILWORTH CASTLE is to sail as additional escort 
with 0 .S.65/K.M.S.39 and will subsequently be 
ordered to transfer to S.L.145/M.K.S.36.
(C. in C.W.A. 111605A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

S.L.144/
M.K.S.35.

U/B. sighted and being hunted. No attack yet. 
(E.G.40 112031Z to C. in C.W.A.) See also 
PETUNIA 161200Z.
On crossing 043 degs. 20' N. alter for A.L. 050 
degs. 10' N. 018 degs. 30’ W. omit A.P. No 
amendment to stragglers route.
(C. in C.W.A. 112146A to Escorts S.L.144/M.K.S.35)

u.c.io.
EMPEROR.

Sailed EMPEROR with convoy U.C.IO to comply with 
A.M. 302040A December.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 112324A to Admty.)
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G.U.S. 
routes. 
" C hop" 
line.

North Atlantic.
Your 081829. The question of the "chop" line has 
been fully considered, and it has been decided 
not to suggest any alteration.
(D.O.D.(H), 110050a to F.O.G.M.A.)

U.G.S.28 
T.F. 61.

U.G.S.28 U.S.S. EVARTS, BARBER, SMARTT, WILLIAM 
S. BROWN, POOKE, KIRKPATRICK and LEOPOLD of 
Task Force 61 arrived.
(C.M.S.F., 110957.)

Azores:
local
escort
force.

Concur in need for small escort force, scale of 
which will be recommended following my visit as 
I do not agree scale proposed in para. 2 of 
S.B.N.O. Azores 201720 November which was 
received by me on 10th January.
(F.O.G.M.A., 111202A to Admty.)

TANTIVY,
PIPINOS.

P.319 (TANTIVY) and P.71 (G.S. PIPINOS) are to 
proceed with all despatch I.S.O.h.202 refers to 
patrol in areas bounded by the Portuguese coast 
and meridian of 009“ 3O ’ w. PIPINOS is to patrol 
between latitudes 041“ 10' N. and 041“ 20' N.

And TANTIVY is to patrol between latitudes 040° 50’ N. and 041°
N. Total bombing restrictions arranged details later.
(F.O.G.M.A., 111142A to TANTIVY, G.S. PIPINOS, (R) Admty., P.O.G. 
(S), G. in G. Plymouth, Capt. (s) 10th, G.M.S.P., Capt. (3) 3rd, 
G. in G. Med., Com. U.S. Fleet, C. in C. C.N.A.)

REDFOLE sailed at 1800A/llth to R/V TANTIVY and PIPINOS and 
escort them to Gibraltar. Arrangements.

(F.O.G.M.A., 111814A.)

L.C.T. 332. All efforts by N. Authorities to refloat L.G.T. 
have been unavailing. As C.O. of Craft is 
pessimistic about possibilities of repairs, I 
propose that application should be made for

repatriation of crew and emergency crew could be sent out if and when craft refloated and repaired. Surveyor unable to 
assess damage to hull until refloated, engine has cracked 
cylinder head, and pump not working, my 181217 December refers. 
(A.B.N.A. Madrid, 111340A.)

U/B sunk. This is C.T.G. 21.16’s 111147. In 41.56 N. 
20.53 W. at 0440Z sank large sub. course 270, 
speed 15. W.X.45711956.
(Comnaveu, 111537, Cominch, 112121.)

SS. MONTE 
NARANCO, 

GOBETAS.
If Spanish steamships MONTE NARANCO and GOBETAS 
due Las Palmas for orders about 13th Jan. proceed 
to Med. ports Straits Boarding officer should send 
them in for examination.
(D.E.W.D. , 111545A to G.G.S.O. Gib.)

/0.S.64 ...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
One S/M on surface bearing 230°, 9 knots course 
and speed unknown, xoy position 42“ 06* N. 18°
32* W.
(HELMSDALE, 111615Z.)
I am being shadowed by enemy aircraft 41“ 58' N. 
18“ 28' W., 180“, 8 knots.

(HELMSDALE, 111835.)
One S/M sighted contact on possible second. 5 escorts 

hunting request air patrol tonight round convoy ray P.C.S. 041° 
58* N. 019 20' W., 180“, 7? knots. Weather report 7580 1144.

(S.O. E.G. B.4, 111820Z to F.O.G.M.A., (r ) S.B.N.0.Azores, 
E.G.B.l, E.G.6, Adraty., C. in C. W.A., G. in C. H.F., G. in 
C. Rosyth, Air Min., H.Q.F.C., H.Q.C.C., A.C.O.S.)

O.S. 64/ 
K.M.S.38. 
U/B & A/C.

S.L.144/ C. in C. W.A. 111517. WOODPECKER and GLENARM
M.K.S.35. proceed Ponta Delgada for fuel. WATCHMAN and

WANDERER to Horta. Necessary authorities informed 
that ships will arrive Ponta Delgada about 
daylight/l4th.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 112150Z to E.G.B.l, (r ) Admty., 
F.O.G.M.A. , G. in C. W.A.)

South Atlantic.
Sailings, Delete all references to Lourenco Marques in the
Durban to first sentence of para. 2 of my 101503.*
northward. 2. All ships from 8 to 12.9 knots for all

destinations on East Indies Station from Lourenco 
Marques are to join northbound convoy. Ships of 
other speeds to be reported as in para. 4 of my 101503.

(C. in G. S.A., 111036C.)
* All ships from 8 to 12.9 knots for all destinations north and 
east of Durban are to be sailed in convoy as far as Beira.

Convoy north Herewith repetition of my 111036.* Addressed 
of Lourenco N.C.S.Os. Capetown, Durban, Port Elizabeth, East 
Marques. London, C.S.As. Beira, Lourenco Marques, (r ) Admty.

C. in C. E.F., Com. i/c Durban, F.o.E.A. Begins. 
Delete all reference to Lourenco Marques in the 
first sentence of para. 2 of my 101503.

(2) All ships from 8 to 12.9 knots for all destinations on East 
Indies Station from Lourenco Marques are to join northbound 
convoy. Ships of other speeds to be reported as in para. 4 of my 101503. Ends.
(C. in C. S.A., 111123C to Adraty., C. in C. E.F., F.U.E.A.)
* N.T. of receipt in W.R.

/"Freecar"
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South Atlantic - Contd.
"Freecar" _ Intend to sail ABRUZZI (l.S.) and DUCA D*AOSTA 
patrol. at (?06)00z/12 for "Freecar" patrol.

ABRUZZI (I.S.) line American inward arrives 
position G 0800z/(?14th) leaves from position 
(?H) 1800z/20th Jan.

DUCA D ’AOSTA line E.F. inward arrives from position E 0800Z/14th 
Jan. leaves from position F at 1800z/18th Jan. Both ships 
return Freetown.
(F.O.C.W.Af., 111242Z.)

BURGENLAND, 
and RIO 

GRANDE,p.g.w.

U.S. Warships have landed following prisoners at 
Recife. My 071320 refers. 66 ex BURGENLAND and 
72 ex RIO GRANDE.
(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro, 111324Z.)
Re survivors from blockade runners as prisoners 
of war.

Flan to 
tighten 
security 
of tanker 
movements.

Proposal outlined in your 311711 December is 
being considered by authorities concerned. 
(D.T..D. , 111822A to F.O.C.W.Af.)

S.L.146. Escorts ENCHANTRESS (S.O. ), NESS, BELLWORT,
COWSLIP and SNOWDROP.
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 112100Z.)

4
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Mediterranean
M.K.F.27A M.K.F.27A is to enter Algiers E.T.A. boom

0630A/I9th to fuel sailing again at 1700A/19th. 
F.O.L.E.M. 101750 refers.
(2) E.T.A. position 16 2300A/20th.S3) Admiralty is requested to order outer or inner route.

1+j N.O.I.C. Port Said pass to RAMILLIES.
C. in C. Med., 11101+9 to DUCKWORTH, S.E.C. ,M.K.F.27A, 
RAMILLIES, Admty. (R) N.O.I.C. Algiers).

1. M.L. reports contact with submarine 090 degs. 
Cape Bon 5 miles.
(A/C. FAUP, 111125A to A.H.Q. Malta).

A.M. 01+231+1+. Swedes report HALLAREN sailed 10th 
Jan. but will not call at Corfu and will proceed 
by standard route to Venice.
2. Request you will inform Air and other 
authorities concerned.

3. Strong representations have been made against this un
authorised change in programme and Swedes have been informed we 
can accept no responsibility for vessel's safety.
(Admty. 111330A to F.O.L.E.M.,V.A. Malta, Info. C. in C. Med.).

M.V. Your 09181+7/. Syra is already mined and no
WIRIL. assurance can be given to WIRIL. Melos has not

yet been mined but is a target given in my
02121+8 .
2. Do instructions in your 211235 December mean 

that Melos can only be mined with mines of limited life after it 
has once been visited by WIRIL or can unrestricted mining be 
employed after WIRIL’s visit.
3. Use of mines of restricted life in targets in my 02121+8 will 
considerably restrict usefulness and it appears that with 
present arrangements relief ships may request to visit any of 
the ports in question.
1+. To allow mining programme to be carried out request longest 
possible notice of intention of relief ships.
(F.O.L.E.M. 111337B to Admty.). " ^ 7: ft>. 3*>ls
/  WIRIL to visit Cyclades and other islands.

S.N.F.12. N.O.I.C. Naples is requested to sail at 1l+00/12th;
CHANTILLY to Bone and NEA HELLAS. HAILEE, JOAN 
DE WITT to Philippeville. Arrangements.
Escort CALPE S.0.,HAMBLEDON, KRAKOWIAK.

9. (A) On arrival convoy at Philippeville escort will detach
and carry out A/S sweep through 1+0.27 90.71+ thence Algiers 
E.T.A. 0500/15th, codeword "Jeanne".
(B) U.G.S.28 is expected to be in 037 degs. 11' 007 degs. 1+5’
at 2200 January 13th bound war channel 7r knots.
(F.O.W.I.T.,1111+1+1A to N.O.I.C. Naples, F.O.C. Tunisia, (r )
325 Wing, V.A.M.,N.O.I.C. Palermo, Bone, Jijelli, Admty. etc.).

U-boat

M.V.
HALLAREN.

Demilitari
sation 

of Italian battleships.

Personal. „ ., .,,If and when move takes place it will oe
carried out in stages your 051101 battleships

/will...
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Demilitari
sation of 
Italian 
battleships. 
(Contd.).

Mediterranean.

will first go to Augusta to disembark cordite and 
projectiles and then proceed to their final 
destinations.
(C. in C. Med. 111606A to V.A. Malta).

Air
operations
U-boats
attacked.

8/9 Jan. Sighted 2 U-boats about k miles off 
Spanish Coast approx, half mile apart. Circled 
1 painted white about 250 feet in length. Bombs 
dropped from 50 feet. Crew believe they must 
have hit U-boat with all bombs. Aircraft hit by 
return fire causing fire in the port wing.
9/10 Jan. 4 Hudsons, 24 Wellingtons, 4 Beaufighters

anti submarine patrols and convoy escort, 1 Wellington sighted 
believed U/Boat at conning tower depth North East Alicante 
(Spain) attacked with 6 by 250 depth charges from 50 feet 
straddling target. Only depth charge scum visible in daylight.
End Part 4. 
(H.Q.N.A. A.F.

Final part to follow. 
Adv. 111647Z.)

WARSPITE. Your 021141.
’WARSPITE will not now proceed to the U.S. for 
permanent repairs but will probably return to U.K. 
2. Further signal will be made as to date of 
sailing.
(D.O.D.(F) 111728A to C. in C. Med.)

SS IMPERIAL 
VALLEY.

Master reports:-
Lower part of No. 2 hold on fire. Supposedly 
soontaneous combustion.
(D.M.W.T.R. Augusta, 111303A.)

French
cruisers.

Would prefer GLOIRE Admty. 101523* refers.
(C. in C. Med. 111807A to Admty.)
* Would C. in C. Med. prefer return of GEORGES 
LEYGUES to Med. or GLOIRE or MONTCALM.

TANTIVY 
PIPINOS.

On January 13th P.319 (TANTIVY) and P 71 (PIPINOS) 
are to leave patrol areas ordered in my (?lll)
142A so as to R/V with sloop REDPOLE in 041° N.
009° 4 0 r 7/. at 1300A 13th for escort to Gibraltar 
(route). Re. bombing restrictions arranged. 
(F.O.G.M.A. 111842A to P.319 (TANTIVY), P.71 flFTPlNCS] 
(R) F.O.(S), C. in C.W.A., C.M.S.F.)

M.E. Balkan 
Sitrep
No. 56.

401008. 0/58303 cipher 11 Jan.
4. Sea Ops. Partisan Naval H.Q. reports German 
ex. Italian shin ITALIA hit a mine off Rivanj on 
Uljan Island after leaving Zara 30 Dec. This 
presumably ship which was reported aground at 
Rivanj on 2nd Jan. ■—
(C. in C. Med., 111950B.)

/Situation...
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Situation 1. Aircraft rained Rhodes Harbour during the
report night 6th/7th and Salamis just North of
No^269. Georgios Channel night 9th/10th. 2 motor

launches sank 2 Caiques South West of Symi 
at 2300 9th and took prisoners.
3. While on patrol off East Italian Coast 

during the night 9th/l0th TROUBRIDGE and TUMULT shot up 3 
trains, one of which was left burning and successfully bombarded San Benedetto. One Schooner was hit and driven 
ashore.4. Convoy K.M.S.37 was attacked by aoprox. 20 aircraft at 
18.55/l0th in 036° 07’ N. 000° 11 ’ W. SS. OCEAN HUNTER 
sunk and SS DANIEL WEBSTER hit forward, but has reached Oran. 
Fighters intercepted the attacking force 60 miles N. of convoy 
and claim one destroyed one probably destroyed and 3 damaged. 
Close cover damaged 2 and + was claimed by A/A fire.
5. 'TORBAY reports obtaining 4 hits by gunfire on 80 ton 

Caique at 1600 25th December 5 miles N.W. of Candia before 
being forced to (?withdraw) by shore batteries.
(C. in C. Med., 112026A.) +presumably "one" omitted.

Wreck Your 101301. Regret every available vessel
dispersal of this type must now be held in U.K. for the
vessels. purpose quoted by you.Suggest you consider a temporary redistribution 

of lifting capacity westward from Levant and 
Malta (including ex-Italian Camels.)
(Adraty., 112112A to C. in C. Med.)
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East Indies.

SS. DAVID 
THOMPSON.

Not attacked. All well. 
(DAVID THOMPSON, 110020Z.)

Bi-weekly
U/Boat
disoositionNo.i6.

No change other than SS. DAVID THOMPSON (o.v.) 
(C. in C.E.F. 110334Z.)

K. 15 Delayed again.
(S.O. S/Ms. Colombo 110914Z.)

HAWKINS,
FROBISHER

During the second half of 1943 HAWKINS has 
spent about 50% of her time and FROBISHER 
nearly 40^o in. dockyard hands.
2. In view of these figures and the fact that 
these ships carry large complements, I suggest

consideration should be given to their e arly .relief.
3. It does not appear at present that either could be spared
without relief but this possibility will be watched in the 
light of the changed strategic situation.
(C. in C.E.F. 111107Z to Admty.)

Diego Future of Diego Suarez and Island Bases. Owing

to the R.A.F.
(C. in C.E.F.111251Z to H.Q.E.A., A.G.Q.E.A.) As amended 

SS. TRIONA. SSSS Position 00.03 N. 80.43 E. torpedoed.
(TRIONA 112240Z. )
Informing addressees. F.O.E.A. pass to 246 Wing 
and A.H.Q., E.A.
(C. in C.E.F., 112358Z to S. and A. E.I. Station 
(R) Admty., C. inC.S.A. 246 Wing, A.H.Q.E.A.)

Suarez
and
Madagascar
bases.

to the urgent necessity to conserve Naval 
manpower I am proposing to Admiralty that the 
time has now arrived to turn over to the French 
the Port and area of Diego Suarez.
2. I am also proposing that F.A.A. personnel 
are withdrawn from Andrakaka Aerodrome and 
the F.A.A. facilities at Mauritius turned over
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America and west Indies.
H.X. 274. 
ERINNA and 
JAMES 

HARROD 
damaged in 
collision.

ERINNA and JAMES HARROD in collision. ERINNA 
sinking. Rescue ship and HEPATICA standing by. 
My P.G.S. 044" 21' N. 052° 45* W., 067°, 9.5.
(W.5, 110805Z to G. in C. G.N.A.)
Met byC.5. P.G.S. 044" 40’ N. 050" 42’ W . , 
067", 9.5 at 1400Z/llth. ERINNA escorted by 
HEPATICA proceeding to St. Johns N.F., speed 6 
knots, requires no further assistance.
(W.5, 111710Z to G. in C. G.N.A.)

P.C.S. at 1500Z, 044" 43’ N. 051" 21' W., 067", 7.5.
(? Both) escort oilers missing at Westomp. (?DA)GEID last seen 
at Q700Z not under control. ERINNA damaged and on fire after 
collision with JAMES HARROD last night. HEPATICA standing by 
ERINNA, fire under control and proceeding St. Johns N.F.
KEMPT HORN rejoining with PERTH and JAMES HARROD. 37 ships in company.

(S.O. E.G. C.6., 111838Z to C. in C. W.A.)
Situation is 2 ships collided with tanker, one port side 

amidships, one on starboard side amidships. Bridge completely 
burned. Various lifeboats gone. No (? compasses) or (? charts). 
€f weather gets bad may have to put in Trepassey Bay for shelter. 
Cargo appears intact. Rescue ship has 8 survivors, we have 24.
2 killed. 23 remaining to handle ship plus (2 corrupt groups). 

(HEPATICA, 112350Z to F.O.N.F. )

H.X. 274. G .5 Group escorting H.X.274 C. in C. W.A. 101913
October. A. ROSTHERN, SUMMERSIDE, DAUPHIN, DIAN- THUS.
(F.O.N.F., 111248A to G. in C. W.A.)

KEATS proceeding U.K. additional to C.5 with H.X.274. My 091840 
amended accordingly.
(F.O.N.F., 111402Z to C. in C. W.A.)

M.M.S.256. My 092257 and your 101546. M.M.S.256 arrived
Halifax Jan. 10th.
(G. in G. G.N.A., 111310Z to S.B.N.O. Azores.)

U/B (Cominch, 111536; Ottawa G.C.O., 11203QZ.)
estimates.

Recommend on reaching longitude 47" W. steer 
direct for S omitting R.
(D.O.D. (H), 111706Z to Coin. 10th Fleet C. db R.)
In vidw situation o.N.218, O.N.3.26 and H.X.274. 
Plus estimate sub. moving eastward your 111706Z 
consider continuing present route preferable.
(Com. 10th Fleet (C. & R.), 111907Z.)
Situation my 111907Z changed DY B.7 111301Z.Am altering about 2300Z today to pass astern h.X.274.

(Com. 10th Fleet (c. & R.), 112044Z.)
As amended 120150Z.

A.T.86 N.U. and N.K. alter course forthwith for new A 046" 
01' 048" 59' thence position S omitting R.

(Com. 10th Fleet (C. & R.), 112030Z to 1.IAURETANIA, Cinclant, 
(R) Admty., etc.)

A.T.86 N.K. 
A.T., N.U.,
O.N. 218, 
0.N.S.26, 
H.X. 274.

• • •
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U.S. mine
laying in 
Pacific.

America and West Indies - Contd.
Asking for information.
(A.G.N.S.(W), 111712A to B.A.D.) 
See Lion Copy.

S.G. 151. In view of slow speed length of existing standard 
routes and consequent danger of ships becoming 
dangerously low in bunkers request consideration 
be given to routeing S.G.151 by Great Circle, 
Admty. 031120 Dec. and N.S.H.Q's 152058 refers. 
(C. in C. G.N.A., 112024Z to Admty.)

O.N. 218. O.N.218 P.G.S. 044° 20’ N. 045° 42’ W. (X) 265w 
5 knots. VERVAIN detached to Argentia short of 
fuel. 35 ships present. Weather report 4878 
0876.
(E.G. B. 6, 112057S to C. in C. G.N.A.)

ATHLETE,
ANTWERP,
TEXAS.

To sail about 16th Jan. from New Orleans to 
Gib. for Mediterranean via Bermuda. 
(Cominch, 112254Z.) _ '

Italian 
S/Ms. for 
A/STraining.

If you concur in C. in C. Mediterranean's 101947, 
propose to approve sailing submarine in G.U.S.27. 
(D.O.D. (F), 112310A to Cominch.)

Digest 
Serial 
No. 721.

Australia and New Zealand.
Jan. 10th. Paragraph 13 covers South Pacific 
Forces.
(2) Early hours another Navy Catalina attacked 
7 - 8  ship convoy heading Rabaul off central west 
coast New Ireland. Convoy comprised one possible 
light cruiser minimum three destroyers and three

or four merchantmen one direct hit amidships with 500 pound bomb 
claimed on one destroyer left smoking heavily.
(10) Night January 8th-9th our Motor Torpedo Boats sank 10 south
bound barges whereof 7 were loaded north of Saidor. Following 
night similar craft destroyed nine out of 23 barges whereof 14 were proceeding north laden with troops between Saidor and Sio 
Trek. 10 Mitchells afternoon January 9th bombed straffed 
suspected barge base Gali village (20 miles south-east Saidor) with good coverage.
(G. H.Q.S.W.P.A. , 110636Z.)
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Tuesday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.

(D .D .I.C ., 111305Z, 111305Z.)

Submarines Attacked,

Submarine 
attack and 
sighting 
summary for 
48 hours to 
0900Z/Hth 
January.

Para. A. (1 ) At 0540/8 in 36° 28’ N. 02° 53’ W. 
SLAZAK sighted U-Boat on surface.
(2 ) At 1145/9 in 37° 46' N. 00° 08' W. A/C ’ M’ 
sighted periscope.
(2 ) At 1606/10 i n '39° 00’ N. 00° 47’ E. A/O 
sighted U-Boat on surface, course 360°.
Para. B. (1 ) At 1132/8 in 36° 31’ N. 01° 43' W. 
A/C Y/28 sighted underwater wake and streams o f 

hubbies on surface.
(2 ) At 2102/9 in 38° 36' N. 00° 30’ E. ATHESSTONE 

attacked good contact.
Para. C. ( l )  At 1520/10 in 00° 40' S. ?7U 48' E. SS. DAVID 
THOMPSON made SSSS sighted and f ire d  at, U-Boat. Later reported 
not herself attacked.
(D .D .I.C ., 111040Z.)

A/S Operations My 221059 July 1942.
in "Percussiori' 1. At 1154A/8 Sunderland U/10 sank a U-Boat with 
Area. depth charges in 46° 47* N. 10° 42' W. About

40 survivors seen in the water.
2. Since 1st January there have been 17 a irc ra ft  
attacks on U-Boats in the Bay o f Biscay and an 

additional 10 sightings. In addition to the sinking quoted in 
item 1 several o f the attacks show promise o f having severely 
damaged the U-Boats.
3. Ships o f Escort Group b .4 sighted U-Boat a fte r  Radar contact 
in 50° 24' N. 18° 22' W. at 1955Z/8. Asdic contact lo s t a fter 
eight attacks and s ligh t oil-covered  wreckage was recovered.
4. Commencing at 0335Z/9 ships escorting convoy 0.S.64 carried 
out series o f attacks on U-Boat detected in 49  ̂ 42' N. 19° 20'
W. Contact lo s t at HOOz/9 and WINCHRLSEA considered U-Boat was 
probably sunk.
5. Series o f attacks carried  out by a ir and surface forces on 
U-Boats south-east o f Spain commencing with attack by Wellington 
p/179 at 2156Z/7 in 36° 38' N. 2tt 05' W. Probably two U-Boats 
involved. pull d e ta ils  not yet received.
(D.A/S.W., 112030Z. )
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J.W. 56A 
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Biscay
Operations.

Convoy 
0 .N.218.

NELSON.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Horne Commands.
1. Convoy J.W.56A, consisting of twenty M/Vs., 
escorted by CYGNET and INCONSTANT of the Through 
Escort (with DIANELLA and POPPY sailed later 
today to overtake) and by READY (S.O.), ORESTES, 
WALLFLOWER and BORAGE as Local Escort, left Loch 
Ewe at 1700 today for North Russia.

Capt. D.26 in HARDY (S.u. of the Destroyer 
Escort) left Loch Ewe at 1617A for Seidisfjord; 
and the remaining seven destroyers of that Escort 
left Scapa at 2001A to join him at seidisfjord at 
1100A on the 14th.

2. In the Biscay area 500 miles vest of Vigo and 
Cape Finisterre the a/C Carrier STRIKER with 12 
available A/C is maintaining a maximum air-search 
throughout today; and during tonight WOODPECKER 
and GLENARM of Escort Group B.l. (WANDERER and 
WATCHMAN having been detached to Horta at 1830Z 
owing to defect in WANDERER) are carrying out an 
A/S sweep about 450 miles West of Cape Finisterre.

At 2345Z EDMUNDSTON and LUNENBURG of the 6th 
Escort Group supporting Convoy S.L.144/m .K.S.35 
were hunting a U-Boat detected by Radar about 
450 miles West of Cape ortegal. No asdic contact 
or attack was made during this hunt; but at 
1800 CAMROSE had reported a heavy underwater 
explosion, possibly that of a "Gnat", in this area.

3. The Rescue Ship ABOYNE with survivors from 
THEuDORE PARKER on board is broken down about 
680 miles E. by S. of St. Johns with the Frigate 
DEVERON standing by her. The A/S Trawler 
NORTHERN PRIDE was ordered at 0201Z to-day to 
proceed to relieve DEVERON and tow ABOYNE to the Azores.

4. NELSON arrived in the Clyde at 1524 today 
from Scapa to be de-stored.

Mediterranean.
5. TYRIAN and GRENVILLE patrolled between Ancona and Pesaro last night, but sighted nothing on 
account of fog.

/Aegean • • •
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SITUATION REPORT.

n ie d i te r r a n e an -  C o n td .
6 . 8 L i b e r a t o r s  and 8 H a l i f a x e s  s u c c e s s f u l l y
a t ta c k e d  P i r a e u s  H arbour l a s t  n i g h t .  4 W e llin g to n s  l a i d  m ines in  S y ro s ,  L a v r io n  (3 7 .4 2  N. 2 4 .0 4  E . )  and R hodes h a rb o u rs .

7 . The R u s s ia n s  r e p o r t  t h a t  an  enemy su b m arine  was sunx  by a i r  a t t a c k  o f f  th e  C au casu s c o a s t  on 2 7 th  D ecem ber. V a r io u s  s in k in g s  o f  m erch an t s h i p s ,  l i g h t e r s  and m inor c r a f t  i n  th e  B la ck  Sea a r e  r e p o r t e d .

A u s t r a l i a  and New Z e a la n d .
8 . E a r ly  t h i s  m orn ing  a C a t a l i n a  a t t a c k e d  a d e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t i n g  a m erch an t s h ip  s o u th  o f  New H anover. N ear m is s e s  l i f t e d  th e  s t e r n  o f  th e  d e s t r o y e r  and s i l e n c e d  h e r a/A  f i r e .S ix  N av a l C a t a l i n a s  bombed th e  docks and w arehouse a r e a  a t  Arabon l a s t  n i g h t ,  s t a r t i n g  num erous f i r e s .
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Policy.
TANTALUS. Request you will sail TANTALUS for Gibraltar about

24th Jan. My 161332 Oct. refers.
(F.O.(S), 121056A to Capt.(S) 3)

BRONZO. C.G.S. have approved BRONZO being allocated to the
French under conditions of C.C.S. 358 (revised) 
para. 7 and subject to the proviso that she is 
employed initially outisde the Mediterranean on 
A/S training.
A.M. 311610 Dec. refers.
(B.A.D. 121709Z to Admty.)

Operations.
Operation Report number of aircraft available, together with
"Stonewall” your estimate of possibility of maintaining

maximum air effort throughout today.
(2) Predawn search yielded a kill for U.S. Carrier 
in 041 degs. 56' N. 020 degs. 53’ W. at 0540/llth. 
(C. in C. W.A.120034A to STRIKER)

Your 120034A. 7 Swordfish and 5 Hurricanes. Swell across wind
has made conditions unfit for flying since 1900 yesterday and it 
is improbable flying will be possible before daylight. If 
wind moderate and veers as expected, conditions should improve 
by forenoon. Predawn search was carried out yesterday and patrol 
maintained all day under difficult conditions without making 
contacts. Yv'eather 1856 1147.
(STRIKER, 120102Z to C. in C. W.A. (r ) E.G.40)

B.l’s 121050. B.l E.G. including WOODPECKER carry out 
A/S sweep during hours of darkness 12th/13th in area between 
latitudes of 042 degs. and 044 degs. N. and longitude 021 degs.
W. and 022 degs. W. leave area daylight 13th unless in contact and 
proceed to Azores for fuel in accordance with S.B.N.O. Azores
112150.
(2) 6th E.G. support S.L.144/M.K.S.35 as in my 120811.

(C. in C. W.A. 121501A to B.l, E.G.6)
WANDERER and WATCHMAN detached forthwith to Horta, E.T.A. 

daylight 14th.
WANDERER’S defect on starboard propeller has further developed 
and now suspect part of blade missing. Request examination on 
arrival. WOODPECKER and GLENARM acting in accordance with your 121501.

s

(B.l, 121830Z to C. in C. W.A.)
EDMUNDSTON and LUNENBERG hunting U-Boat in vicinity 044 degs. 

31’ N. 02u degs. 45’ W. detected by Radar. Weather 8571 0862.^ 
(E.G.6, 122345Z to C. in C. W.A.)

Operation, H.P. Bottom end running hot requires adjusting. 
F.W. Estimated time required 5 hours. DIANELLA pro

ceeding in execution of previous orders. Am 
proceeding to oiler.
(POPPY, 120355A to N.0.I.C.Londonderry)

Sailed /...
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ED ME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Pof’py'.Operation Sailed DIANELLA. Poppy delayed approximately 5

P.W. hours with defects.
(Contd.) (Cdie. D. W.A. 120618A to V.A. 2)

Scapa arrival. STORD.
(A.C.O.S. 120738 to G. in C. Rosyth. )
My 120618. POPPY sailed.
(Cdre. D. W.A. 121114A to V.A.2)

Intend proceeding 1600A today. E.T.A. Seidisfiord 2000A/13th. 
(Capt.(D) 26, 121442A to C. in C. H.F.)

Request you will sail AMBITIOUS to Skaalefiord for 18th M. S.P 
A.C.I.C.101710 refers.

(D.M.S. 121615A to G. in C. H.F. )
Sailed Capt.(D) 26.
(N.O.I.C.Aultbea, 121617a toA.C.I.C.)
J.W. 56A. (A) 1700/12th. (B) CYGNET, INCONSTANT, READY,

ORESTES, WALLFLOWER, BORAGE. DIANELLA and POPPY sailing to overtake.
(C) 20.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe 121830)

J.W.56 A. 20 M/V’s. Names.
(N.G.S.O. Loch Ewe, 121832 to C. in C. W.A.)

V.A.2* s 111020A. P.C.S. 058 degs. 12’ N. 005 degs. 38’ W. 
004 degs. 9 knots altering to 290 degs. at 2030 for position A. 

O V S  18, 121905A to DIANELLA, POPPY)
Sailed SAVAGE, STORD, VENUS, VIGILANT, VIRAGO, OFFA, OBDUR

ATE to Seidisfiord, E.T.A. 1100A/I4th.
(R.A.D. H.F. 122001A toA.C.I.C.)

V.P.
Operations.

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

My 161649 Dec. Sailed lOOOA today M.T.B. 618, 
687, 625 and 653. (2) Yes.
(A.C.O.S.121008A to Admty.)
My 311730, Dec. Sailed at lOOOA today M.T.B. 
684 (S.O), 619, 666 and 681. (2) Yes.
(A.C.O.S.121009a to Admty.)

(C. in C. Plymouth, 121340)

S/M
Patrols

VIKING is to leave area (p) a.m. 13th and proceed 
diving by day to R/V with NEAVE from Plymouth at 
0900A/14th in position V.C. 000 degs. Round Island. 17.
(2) NEAVE is to escort VIKING to Plymouth. Route. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 1214444A to VIKING)

Own Submarines 0800/13th and movements for succeeding 24 hours 
(A) VENTURER on patrol in vicinity 61 degs. 15* N. 04 degs. 02* E. 
(b ) STRATAGEM 65 degs. 20' N. OOl degs. 15' E. leaves patrol 
18q o/13th through 64 degs. 53’ N. 02 degs. 02* E. and 61 degs.59’ 
N. 01 degs. 27’ W. to arrive Lerwick p.m. 15th.

( C )  / . . .
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Operations.

Patrols. 
(Contd. )
S/M TAKU 64 degs. 20* N. 00 degs. 57' E. leaves 

1900/13th through 64 degs. 00’ N. 01 degs. 00* E 
62 degs. 00* Ni 01 degs. 28' W. for Lerwick,
E.T.A. a.ra, 15th«
(d ) UNSWERVING 63 degs. 28* N. 01 degs. 03’ E. 
leaves for Lerwick 2358/13th through 62 degs.

02’ N. 00 degs. 38’ W. E.T.A. 15th.
(E) TELEMACHU3 (P.321) with REGAL arrives Lerwick from South 
1000/13th and sails unescorted 1500/13th through 090 Muckle 
Flugga 10 and 62 degs. Ol' N. 00 degs. 11' E. then course 030 
degs. 10 knots.
Submarines (B) (C) (d ) diving by day North of 62 degs.
(P) VIKING leaves 50 degs. 42' N. 10 degs. Ol’ W. diving by day 
yo R/V with escort at 0900/14th in 360 degs. Round Island 17 
then to Plymouth lo knots.
(P.O.S.121746A to Admty.)

13th and 20th by air bombardment December 13th.
Dec. VIENTI, Finnish VIENTI 1771 tons. German FRIEDRICH

(b) 4 large destroyers reported at Swineraunde December 3oth. 
All graded B.2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 121531 to Admty.)
Comment by O.I.C. A good report. The p/b at Swinemunde was 
probably SCHEER which was seen there on 5th January by P.R.U.

Bremen on
Allied Air Activity.
Bremen. (a ) Following shipping was destroyed

FRIEDRICH

GRANADA

BISHDR, 
ILE D ’AIX,
IVAN KONDRUP

BISHOR. French ILE D ’AIX. Danish IVAN KONDRUP. 
Swedish GRANADA.
(B) Attack December 20th left harbour largely 
undamaged. Graded C.2.
(N.A.Stockholm, 121607 to Admty,)

destroyed.

Enemy Intelligence.
German
Warships

(a) Following dispositions reported recently: 
SCHEER or LUTZOW December 30th Swinemunde. 
NURNBERG December 16th for Gdynia.
SCHLESWIG HOLSTEIN and SCKLESIEN December 30th 
Gdynia. GRAF ZEPPELIN December 30th Stetin.

U-Boats
U-Boat
assessments

The following assessments of anti-submarine 
attacks have been made;-
(a) 2nd June C.A.M.S, 141/4E. Re-assessed

Probably sunk
(b)

( e )  / . . .
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U-Boat 
assessments. 
(Contd.)

U-Boats.
(c) 16th October Liberators L/86 Re-assessed

and S/59 Probably sunk.
(d) 13th December Liberators B/53 Probably sunk. 
(2) Request you will convey Their Lordships' 
congratulations to those concerned with these 
successes.
(1st S.L.122115A to Air Ministry)

U-Boat We congratulate the crew of Sunderland U/lO,
sunk on R.A.A.P. on their A/S sttack which sank a U-Boat
8th Jan. on 8th January.

(1st S.L.122125A to Air* Ministry)
Casualties and Defects.
OCEAN RIDER outward bound to Milford has collided 
with ROLF JARL inward bound to Newport. Both 
ships now anchored in Barry Roads. Extent of 
damage not known. Visibility low.
(N.C.S.O. Barry, 120330A to N.C.S.O. Milford 
Haven. )

OCEAN RIDER about 40 square feet plating dented 
and fractured 11 feet above water-line in vicinity of stem. 
Please state where ship should proceed for repairs. RoLR JARL 
has proceeded to Newport.
(N.C.S.O. Barry, 120630A to N.C.S.O. Newport)

OCEAN RIDER, 
ROLR JARL 
Collision.

Aly 120330.

ABELIA. Proceed to Cardiff.
(C. in C. W.A. 121052A to ABELIA)

CUSHENDEN. BRISSENDEN 121556. Tug not required.
CUSHENDEN proceeding Plymouth under own power.
Am proceeding rejoin W.P.460.
(WENSLEYDALE, 121650*to C. in C. Plymouth) 

Proceed forthwith to assist SS. CUSHENDEN broken down in 266 
degs. Eddy stone 11 miles and tow her to Plymouth. VYENSLEYDALE 
is to stand by. PORTZIE also proceeding to assistance.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 121705A to ELAN II)

Shipping and Convoys.
S.L.145. My 111431 sailed. (NENE).

(Cdre. D. W.A. 120120A to C. in C. W.A.)

0.N.218.
THEORDORE

PARKER.
JOSEPH

SMITH.

KINGCUP reports JOSEPH SMITH left in sinking 
condition. My 112012 amend as follows - proceed 
to 045 degs. 49* N. 036 degs. 47' W. where DEVERON 
is standing by SS. ABOYNE broken down drifting 090 
degs. 3 knots.

( 2 ) / . . .
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Shipping and Convoys.

0.N.218,
THEODROE

PARKER,
JOSEPH

(2) On functioning relieve DEVERON and tow ship 
to Azores.
(3) CAILIPP escorting TENACITY proceeding to 
assist THEODORE PARKER.

SMITH. (P.O.N.P. 120201Z to NORTHERN PRIDE)
(Contd.^ Acknowledge my 120201 forthwith.

(P.O.N.P. 121241Z to NORTHERN PRIDE)
(7 groups missed). DORNOCH from KINGCUP.
Request Dockyard assistance on arrival St. Johns 

N.P. to carry out repairs to main engine. Also require a /S and 
Radar assistance, E.T.A. 131730Z.
(?0rigin, 121611Z to P.O.N.P.)

E.T.A. St. Johns N.P. 131730Z. Details of 70 survivors 
from JOSEPH SMITH.

(KINGCUP, 121837Z to P.O.N.P.)

U.C.10. C.T.G.21.8 in POGG plus P033, GANTNER, JEFFREY,
LEE POX, and GWINGRAM sailed for U.C.10.
(S.C.O* Londonderry, 120800 to C. in C. W.A.) 
Following ships did not sail. VIRGINIA, SANT 

TERESA, RIPPINGHAM GRANGE.
(2) Amended destination 3VIPSR0R to Norfolk (V.A.)
(C. in C. W.A•120901Z to T.G.21.8)

0.N.220 A.M. 101532. Intend sailing MEON with 0.N.220.
MEON. (C. in C. W.A. 121140Z to N.S.H.QOttawa)

S.L.144/ 46 ships. Names and destinations.
M.K.S.35 (D.T.D. 121213A)

T.U.6 Admiralty 091943A January. GENERAL GEORGE
SIMONDS and MARINE EAGLE will not be ready to 
sail.
(N. C.S. 0.Mersey, 121215Z toAdmtjs)

Intend sailing U.S. Destroyers DAVISON, MERVINS, TILLMAN and 
ORDRONAUX at lOOOA/Jan. 13th for exercise and on completion 
anchoring off Lough Foyle leaving anchorage 0700A/14th to R/V 
at 0930A/14th. as in Admiralty 101851A.
(N.O.I.C. Belfast, 121632A toAdmty.)

Intercept /...
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0 .N .219. 
WILLIAM L 

MARGY 
Damaged. 
(C ontd .)

HOME COMMANDS.

Shinning and Convoys.

In te rcep t  1324 G.M.T. Bearing North 7/est.
DE TZ 95. % .0 .S .  Cracked forward from w e ll  
deck to  below tween deck. Stand by i f  abandon 
sh ip .
(C. in C. Plymouth, 121928A to  Admty.)
Fo llow ing  in tercep ted  a t 1657Z has been rece ived  
from ship N o .27 in 0.N.219 begins:
S.O.S. H u ll down t o  tween decks requ ire  Stand-by

i f  necessary to  abandon ship. Ends.
Report any action  taken.
(C. in C. W.A. 122001A to  Escorts 0.N.219)

K.M.F.28. A.M. 060814. Convoy K.M.F.28.
(1 ) Para. 1 (b ) Add SS. PAPAROA speed 15-g- knots 
d est ina tion  New Zealand v ia  Cape.
(2 ) Route.
(D .O .D .(H ), 121851A)

R .U .104,
SKJOLD.

SS. SKJOLD leak ing  badly and return ing to  
Reyk jav ik , escorts  standing by. E.T.A. 0500N/ 
13th.
(QUADRILLE, 1222C0B to  A .C . I .C . )
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North Atlantic.

A/S Refer to this as C.T.G. 21.16's 112359.
operations. At 2000Z location 40 North 18 West. Starting

daylight from 41 North 21 West at speed 15 will 
sweep east and south. Sub today unknown type 
estimated 300 feet xong very slender. A/a guns 

in 4 locations superstructure. No deck guns. Entire deck flat. 
(Comnaveu, 120401).

KING Unable to decypher messages 583G and 584G. D
GEORGE V. table not held. Request R/V with Gibraltar

destroyers be signalled. My P.C. and S 041 degs. 
14* North 023 degs. 17' West 165 degs. 17 knots. 
Weather report 4S65> 1156.
(KING GEORGE V, 121200A to F.O.G.M.A.,S.B.N.O. 
Azores, (R) Admty.).

Following was also made as my 111530 and 111546 (N.T. of 
either in W.D.). Addressed KING GEORGE V (R) ATHABASKAN,
METEOR, ASHANTI, C. in C.W.A. C. in C. Med.,Admty.,C. in G,
H.F.,S.B.N.O. Azores.
(1) ANTELOPE (S.O.), ANTHONY and BRILLIANT will R/V in 
position (A) 037 degs. 04' North 017 degs. 05’ West at 1000A 
January 13th. Codeword until joining "Fancy".
(2) When R/V has been made H.F. destroyers are to be detached 
to proceed to Horta with despatch reporting when 150 miles 
clear (A) P.C. and S KING GEORGE V. (b ) Own position course 
and speed Horta and fuel requirements.
(3) From (0) proceed through (s) 035 degs. 45* North 006 degs. 
30' W. and Q.B.A. 87 to Gibraltar omitting (P).
(4) P/V's are to be streamed before crossing 007 degs. West. 
KING GEORGE V pass to destroyers in company. Ends.

(F.O.G.M.A. 121313 to KING GEORGE V, (R) C. in C.H.F.,Admty. 
S.B.N.O. Azores.).

C.A.F.O. 1342/43.U/boat LUNENEERG. (b) l648z/11th. (c) Periscope
attacked. sighted by C.O. (d) 042 degs. 11’ N. 019 degs.

35’ W. (e) Depth charges FOLEY 6, EDMUNDSTON 3» 
LUNENBERG 2. Hedgehog FOLEY 1, WASKESIU 1st 
class+.

(f) 1100Z/l2th to comply with C. in C.W.A's. 120811A FOLEY
detached at 0606Z/12th to rejoin S.0.E.G.B.4*
2 unexplained underwater explosions at 2348 Z/11th not depth 
charges. Contact not regained after 0135Z/12th 
(S.0.E.G.6, 1 21 21 5Z)•+ As received.

ABOYNE Your 111330 proceed Ponta Delgada with ABOYNE.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 121235Z to DEVERON).

SS RITA Result of search (negative).
GARCIA (Gib. C.C.S.O. 121807A).

(Spanish).

A/S At 1430A/I2th Jan.
search Wellington on training sighted submerged U-boat
in Straits.

/180..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
180 Europa' 5 course 90.
(2) One yacht 5 trawlers i+B type M.L’s. 1+ H.D.M.L* 
searching. This is total anti-submarine force 
available at Gibraltar.
(3) Commorseafron is sailing Task Force 61 at 
0001A Jan. to assist in Strait patrol and is also 
providing 3 M.A.D. Catalinas.
(F.O.G.M.A., 121845A to C. in C. Med.).

South Atlantic.
F.O.C.W.Af. 111242Z+sailed.
(S.O.(l) Freetown, 12060l|Z).
+ DUCA DEGLI ABRUZZI (I.S) and DUCA D tA0STA. 
Arrival:- 0657Z/11 CILICIA from Ocean Patrol. 
(S.O.(l) Freetown, 121155Z).
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Mediterranean.
Russian 1. Attacks on enemy shipping.
Black Sea (a) Russian S/Ms:- Dec. 27th two merchant
Operations. vessels of about 4000 tons sunk off Cape TarKhan. 

Dec. 28th two M/S sunk off Feodosia.
Jan. 6th merchant vessel attacked south Cape 
Tarkhan. Two explosions heard, vessel presumed to have been sunk.

(b) Air attacks. Dec. 27th. Enemy S/M sunk off Caucasus coast. 
Jan. 3rd. 3000 ton merchant vessel and F lighter sunk and 3000 
ton merchant vessel and two R Boats damaged in Akmechet.
Jan. 4th. F lighter sunK and one damaged in Feodosia and six 
large barges damaged in Ochakov.
(c) Shore batteries:- Dec. 22nd tug, one barge and motor launch sunk in Dnieper Bay.
Dec. 31st five F lighters damaged and on Jan. 5th one damaged in 
Kerbelach Straits.
(N.L.O. Black Sea, 120943C.)

G.U.S.28. Escort USK S.O., JONQUIL, VETCH, PRIMULA,
SOUTHERN ISLE, SOUTHERN MAID.
(C. in C. Med., 121003A.)

Orders for 
destroyers 
and 0. 24.

ALDENHAM, ANTWERP, MIAOULES, PIND03 and BELVOIR 
sail at 0530/13 by Q.B.B. 123 (B) to position 212 
at 0900/13.
2. 0.24 arrives position 6 of Q.B.B. 123 (b ) at 
0600/13 and proceeds Malta.
(V.A. Malta, 121027 to 0.24, ALDENHAM, ANTWERP,
G.S. MIAOULES, G.S. PINDOS, BELVOIR.)'

STOIC,
ULTIMATUM
and
M.T.Bs.

P.231 (STOIC) passes 034° 06’ N. 029° 59’ E. at 
1715/12th at 11 knots and P.34 (ULTIMATUM) at 
0230/l3th at 8 knots, course 092“.
(2) M.T.B. 315 and 266 pass 034“ 05' N. 030“ 20* 
E. about 0100/13th course 345“, 25 knots.
(3) All times B.
(F.O.L.E.M., 121210B to P.231 (STOIC), P.34 
(ULTIMATUM), M.T.B.315, 266, 241, C.C.F. Eastern 
Med., Capt. (s) 1.)

M.A.A.F. MS. 1678. 11/1. Large motor torpedo boat damaged at
Opsum 325. Makarska by Thunderbolts left smoking.

9th Jan. 4 U.S. Spits, attacked F Boats west of 
Piomhino. 8 x 260. 1? left on fire. Straffed
gunboat, left sinking. 1 Wellington sighted 

U-Boat west of Obiza, U-Boat submerged before Wellington 
reached position, dropped markers. Further hunt by 11 wellingtons 
abortive.
(H.Q. M.A.A.F. Advance, 121432A.)

CLYDE, Detach at about 060lA/15th from K.M.S.37 in 035“
STORM. 35* 016“ 02' and (? proceed) as follows:

(A) CLYDE on surface at 13 knots through 034“ 20'

/ 020“ 0 0 ’ . . .
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Mediterranean.
CLYDE, 
STORM. 
(Contd.)

020° 00' at 2159/15th thence diving by day to 
033° 32* 025° 00’ , 033° 32* 025° 00’ at 0215A/l?t 
(B) STORM at 11 knots on the surface through 035° 
11* 019° 58* at 2350/(?15th) thence diving by day 
to 034° 02* 024° 59' at 1905A/17th. 201 Group’s
122333 not to all addresses refers. H.M.S. BARLE

pass to K.M.S. CLYDE and STORM.
(C) Capt. (S) 1st S/M.F. is requested arrange onward route for 
both to Beirut.
2. U-Boat patrol up to 60 miles from African coast between 020° 
and 025° E.
3. V^Twa.tch. 4. 201 Group is requested to arrange uotal and 
submerged bombing restrictions for both these routes.
5. S.10 pass to ?CLYDE and STORM.
(8.0. S/Ms. Malta, 121555 as amended 130602 to (?CLYDE), STORM, 
(R) C. in C. Med., V.A. Malta, Capt. ( s )  10, Capt. ( s )  1,
Adiflty. , R.A. Alex., F.O.C. Gib., S.N.O.E.Sicily, ROCHESTER,
201 Group, Escorts K.M.S.37, Air Authorities.)

Destroyers Your 102132. Destroyer reinforcements should
for Medtn. be ready for service in your Command by the

following dates.
Fleets: UNDINE, ULYSSES, URANIA - March.
TERSPICtDRE - March, to relieve KEMFENFELT. 

‘JAVELIN - April. URSA - April. KELVIN - May.
Hunts: BADSWORTH - May. AVONVALE (Aegan) - June. COVVDRAY
(Admiral Hastings) - July.
(A.C.N.S.(F), 121646A to C. in C. Med.)

AJAX, A.M. 060125. C. in C. H.F. is requested to sail
CALEDON. AJAX and CALEDON to Gibraltar after 3 weeks

preliminary work up, accompanied by any U class 
destroyers which are sufficiently worked up to 
make the passage. Intended date of sailing isto be reported.

2. C. in C. Med. is requested to arrange onward passage and escort from Gibraltar for final work up,
(1st S.L., 121745A.)

WIRIL. A.M. 091847 and your 111337. In view of mining
of Syra, Swedes have been informed that proposed 
trip described in A.M. 091847 must be cancelled. 
2. Revised programme will be signalled at a 
later date. A separate signal will be made 
regarding mining of Melos.
(Admty., 121832A to F.O.L.E.M.)

UNTIRING UNTIRING reports at 1135/6 in 44° 13' , 09° 29’
report. fired three torpedoes at two F lighters. One

lighter sunk.
(S.10, 121851.)

/Situation ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
(1) During night of lOth/llth Jan. TYRIAN and 
GRENVILLE shelled train and railway at Civitanova. 
Shore battery replied with accurate fire but 
caused no damage. Fire started following 
shelling of Pedaso (043° 05* N. 013° 51’ E.)
(C. in C. Med., 122220A.)

i
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FOREIGN 3TATIONS.

Bast Indies.
Ref. U-Boat disposition No. 16 areas A. to P. 
inclusive no fresh information. No change in 
scale of air escorts. Area G. S3. TRIONA un
successfully attached by U-Boat 000° 03' N. 080° 
43’ E. 22402/11. 3cale of air escort Y.
(G. in C.E.P. 120312.)

Provided guards are adequate embarkation of up 
to 1500 P.O.W. is confirmed. Your 100326 refers. 
(C. in C.E.F. 120448Z to P.S.T.O.I.)

Cruiser sunk p.317 (TALLY HO) reports sinking one cruiser off 
by TALLY HO. Penang North Channel Jan. 11th. Details will be 

forwarded when received.
(C. in C.L.p. 120450.)

Opsum No. 668. A.C. 58 12 Jan. M«3. 1677 (Part 1)
10/11 Jan. 11 Liberators detailed minelaying south 
Salween River (Moulmein). 1 A/C due technical 
failure laid 4 x 1002 lb. magnetic mines 8 miles 

S•3•W « of Moulmein. 1 A/C (?operation) abortive due hang up. 9 
aircraft successfully laid 36 x 1000 lbs. magnetic mines as detailed. 3 Liberators diversionary bombing attack Moulmein 
Martaban area to cover minelaying. Bombs target area. Fire 
started power house area.
(3.E.A.A.C. 1209572.)

10th U.3.A.A.P. 10/11 Jan. 7 U.3 -Liberators B.24 laid mines 
at Menam Estuary (Bangkok) area. 1 U.3*Liberator laid mines Rangoon Estuary.

(3.E.A.A.C. 121037Z•)

Com. (D) E.F. Broad Pendant of Commodore (D) Eastern Fleet was
hauled down in NAPIER and hoisted in WOOLWICH at 

0800/11.
(C- in C.2.F. 121130Z. )

33. TRIONA. Damage slight (corrupt group) proceeding.
(TRIONA 1217002.)
Note: Signal 1122402 from TRIONA also refers.

U/B estimate. Two Germans between 3*. .coast of India and Maldives 
No other U-Boat at present evidenced on operations 
in northern Indian Ocean but one German in area south of Madagascar from D/F of 7th January. 
(D.D.I.C. 121815A.) .

U/B report. By D/F at 19002/12 the position of a German U/B
was in the (?general) area west of the Laccadive I 
(C. in C-E.F. 1222252 to 3. a A. E.I.Station.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West In d ie s .

3 .0 .3 . 46.21 N. 52.46 W« requ ire  immediate 
assistance s te e r in g  gear damaged. Master. 
(DAGEID No T .0 .0 / l2 th  Reed. 0916.)

Your 112024*. Request you route on Standard Route 
B.
(D .T.D . 121036A to  C. in  C .N .A .)
* Routeing o f  3-C.151 by Great C ir c le .

J.H.85C, E .T .A . F.Buoy 1500Z/12 H.M.C.S. GODERICH 
has leak in g  condenser.
( THUNDER 121100Z to Cdre. H a l i fa x . )

Small Canadian v e s s e l CHARLENEST 143 gross tons, 
en route Lunenburg N «3. to Cuba v ia  N orfo lk  
holed by ice  and sunk 11th January o f f  Chesapeak 
Bay. No ca su a ltie s *
(N .3.H .Q . 121355Z. )

Submarine s igh ted  019° 23' N. 074° 08' W- at 13502 
(3 .0 .1 . Jamaica 121416R.)

In c lu s ion  I t a l ia n  submarines in  G.U.3. convoy not 
desired * C. in  C»Med. 101947A r e fe r s .  Suggest 
submarines escorted  by I ta l ia n  l i g h t  surface 
u n it. A dvise.
(Cominch and G.N.O. 121440Z.)

(98 gross ton s ) foundered January 10th o f f  Port 
Mouten and abandoned in  s ink ing con d ition . Ship 
en route H a lifa x  to  Demerara v ia  Boston.
(N .3.H .Q . 121446Z.)

(N .S.H .Q . 121457Z, Cominch 121640.)

Cancel my 072045*.
(Cdr. U .3 .F le e t  & Opnav 121520Z to  C .C .S .P .)
* CORFU to  be s a ile d  independently to Boston.

C .C .3. have approved BRONZO being a llo c a te d  to 
the French unaer cond itions o f C .C.3. 358 (re v is e d  
para* 7 and su b ject to  the p rov iso  th a t she is 
employed i n i t i a l l y  ou ts ide the Mediterranean on 
A/S tra in in g . A.M. 311510 Dec. r e fe r s .
(B.A.D . 121709Z.)

/Damage. • .



MOST SECRET.

War D iary.

207
12.1.1944.
Wednesday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West In d ies  -  Contd.

Damage to Request b r i e f  report by s ign a l as to the wind and
ships in  sea con d ition s  th a t caused major damage to L ib e r ty
O .N .218* sh ips in  O .N.218 and as to ex ten t to  which

Commodore was ab le to safeguard ships by ad ju st
ment o f  speed or course.
2. This enquiry r e la te s  to  U.3. rep resen ta tion s 

in London la s t  month rega rd in g  p o s s ib i l i t y  and risks o f over
d r iv in g  L ib e r ty  snips in  heavy weather. A l l  Commodores have 
since been warned o f th is - 
(D .T.D . 121823A to  3 .A .D .)

H. X. 275. Escort Task Unit W.9 3AULT STE.MARIE S.O ’ s 
BURLINGTON• MILLTOWN•
(P.D.New York 121944.)

VANQUISHER. A rgen tia  12 Jan. a r r iv a l  VANQUISHER ex O .N .218. 
(Capt. D .A rgen tia  122115Z.)

U/B rep o r ts . Para. D. Nata plane s igh ted  wake course 090, 19.
23 N. 74.08 W. 121350Z Army B* 24 s igh ted  wake 10*5. 
N. 61 W. 121500Z. Admiralty pass to  Comnaveu 
and H.Q. C.C. a lso  In fo .
(Cominch 122126 to Admty. )

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.

S/M attack 
& s igh ting  
summary.

For 24 hours to  0900Z/12* Para. A.
At 1615/11 in  42° 06’ N. 19° 28* W. Escorts 0 .3 . 
64/K.M.3.38 s igh ted  and hunted U-Boat.
At 2031/11 in  about 41° 45 ' N. 21° 30’ W. Escort 
S .L.144/M .K .3.38 s igh ted  ana hunted U-Boat.
Para. B- A f t e r  2202/9 bet een Cape San Antonio 

and Iv iz a  ATHERSTONE and BENS'N made s eve ra l a ttacks on a con a c t . 
On 2240/11 in  00.03 N. 80.43 E. Br. TRIONA torpedoed.
A .A . 091329A, para. A .1 ILLIAM S.R03ECRAN3 now confirm ed as mined 
(D .D .I.C . 121156a . )

Submarines Reported.

U-Boat es tim ates .
(D.D. I .C . 121430A, 121435A. )
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3ITUAT IQi; '-DPCRT .

Horne Commands.
1. Convoy J.W. 56A v»as about 60 miles S.W. of 
the Faeroes at 2000 to-day proceeding at 9-g- knots 
to make a landfall at Vestrahorn (Iceland); 
and C.S.l in KENT arrived at Scapa at 1522a from 
Loch Ewe.

2(a) Two U-Boats were sighted by a /C in the Biscay 
area to-day. Both were attacked with depth-^ 
charges and one appears to be disabled. f ->*■•***, ^
(b) Four ships of E.G.6 are to carry out an A/S 
sweep during the dark hours of tonight and at 
daylight tomorrow will proceed to join and support 
Convoy S.L.145/1I.K.S. 36 to the West of Lisbon.
The U.S. a /C Carrier BLOCK ISLAND is co-operating 
to-day with A/C and Destroyers to the westward 
of E.G.6.

3. Three groups of three unexplained under-water 
explosions were heard by BALFOUR at 0330Z to-day 
about 450 miles West of Maiin Head.

Mediterranean.
4(a) .BLACKMORE and LEDBURY patrolled from 
Drverolk to Zirje Island last night. Nothing was 
sighted.
(b) An L.C.G. with motor gunboats in support 
shelled Split last night.
8 Mustangs attacked shipping at Sibenik and hit and 
set on fire a merchant ship and hit some smaller 
vessels.

•5. Group A (1st B.S. ILLUSTRIOUS, UNICORN) 
arrived Suez today. The group sailed again on 
16 Jan. to join the Eastern Fleet.

6. Two mines were laid by aircraft in Port 
Kalimno and one in Naxos harbour last night. 
M.T.B’s destroyed a 200 ton schooner in Piskopi 
(36 degs. 25' N. 27 degs. 22* e ) last night.



MOST 3S0RST.

War Diary.

A.P/P.A.
Convoys.

209
13.1.1944.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Sast Indies.
7. After A.P.58 and P.A. 66 the sailings of 
Aden/Persian Gulf convoys will cease until further 
orders.

I
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Policy.
•

F.O.C. Reference A.G.M. 250A of 31st December, 191+3.
Reserve Rear Admiral C.F. Harris has been appointed Flag
Fleet. Officer Commanding, Reserve Fleet, to date 15th

January.
(Hd. of M.II.,131228A to C. in C.H.F.).

Operations.
"V.P." My 121008A. Force returned at 0100A today owing
Operations. to bad weather.

(A.C.O.S., 130215 to Admty.).
My 121009. M.T.B. 681 returned at 0100A today 
owing to engine trouble.
(A.C.O.S., 130220 to Admty.)•

My 121009 and 130220.
Remainder of force returned at 1450A today owing to bad weather. 

(A.C.O.S., 131625A to Admty.).

Operation Sailed C.S.1 in KENT.
"F.W." (N.O.I.C. Aultbea, 130855A to A.C.O.S.,V.A.2.).

C. in C.H.F's. 050701 para.4.F. For METEOR 
read HURON.
(V.A.2. ,13101l+A to S.B.N.0. North Russia).
Position at 132000.

J.W.56A (S.O. M/S 18 in REa DY) 060 degs. 40’ N. 010 degs. 30'
V. 9*.SAVAGE and 6 Destroyers 061 degs. 50' N. 013 degs. 30' W. to 
Seidisfiord, 1 6 .
(A.C.O.S., 131201A to Admty.).

Situation at 132105A.
SAVAGE, STORD, VENUS, VIGILANT, VIRa GO 062 degs. 08’ N. 011*. degs. 
lO'Wbound Seidisfiord 16 knots.
OFFA, OBDURATE 062 degs. 08’ N. 014 degs. 10’ W. to vicinity Vestra 
Horn.
(A.C.I.C., 131402A to Ships).

Scapa arrival KENT.
(A.C.O.S., 131522A to N.O.I.C. Aultbea).
Passenger Mail and stores embarked yesterday as follows. 

Details.
(A.C.O.S., 131530A to Admty.).
My 121442A. E.T.A. 11 hours late.
(Capt.D.26, 131914a  to A.C.I.C.).

Operation My 110520A. BLYTH and PETERHEAD arrived.
’’Stonewall" (C. in C. Plymouth, 131103A to Admty.).

Unless in contact with enemy all ships of 6th 
Escort Group (negative NENE) R/V in 045 degs.
00' N. 019 degs. 20’ W. at 1700Z/l3th.

(2) 6th E.G. is then to carry out A/S sweep during hours of 
darkness passing through positions 045 degs. 01' N. 020 degs. 
00' W. 044 degs. 02* N. 020 degs. 30’ W.
(3) At daylight 14th 6th Escort Group proceed to join and 
support S.L.145/M.K.S.36 estimated P.C.S. 0800A/15th, 037 degs. 
45' N. 017degs. 18 ' W. 322 degs. 7? knots, routed through (CM) 
039 degs. 00* N. 018 degs. 30* W. thence 000 degs.
(C. in C.W.A. 131202A to E.G.6.).

/WASKESIU...
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HOME COMMANDS,

O p e r a t io n s .
O p e ra tio n  " S to n e w a ll"  
( C o n td .) .

WhSKESIU, CAMROSE, SNOWBERRY, LUNENBERG w i l l  he c a r r y in g  o u t A/S sw eeps in  a r e a  betw een  01+4 d e g s . 
N. and 01+5 d e g s . N. 020 d e g s .  W. and 020 d e g s .
3 0 ’ W. from  1700Z /13  t i l l  dawn 1 4 th , th e n c e  p ro c e e d in g  to  p o s i t i o n  a b o u t 038 d e g s . 0 0 ’ N. 017 d e g s . 3 0 ’ W.(C . in  C .W .A ., 131431Z to  BLOCK ISLAND).C .T .G . 2 1 .1 6  r e p o r t s  t h a t  she  w i l l  sweep e a s t e r l y  w ith  a i r c r a f t  s t a r t i n g  from  42  d e g s . 3 0 ' N. 23 d e g s . 15* W. a t  day l i g h t  on 1 3 th .(D .O .D .(h ) , 131500A to  C. in  C .W .A ., C. in  C. P ly m o u th ). U -b o a t p r e v io u s ly  r e p o r te d  was on s u r f a c e .  Have a t t a c k e d  U -b o a t w ith  d e p th  c h a rg e .  U -bo a t h as d iv e d , p o s i t i o n  47 d e g s . 

4 7 ’ N. 16 d e g s . 1 5 ’ W.(A/C D uty 'A ' ,  131523 to  92 G ro u p ).Am o v e r enemy su b m arin e  in  47 d e g s . 37* N. 16 d e g s . 2 5 ’ W. S ubm arine was on s u r f a c e .(A /C , NXYA, 131524A to  19 G ro u p ).Your 121525. P o s i t i o n  and movements o f A l l i e d  w a rs h ip s  a s  
known to  A d m ira lty  w i l l  be p a s s e d  t o  s h i p s  in  O p e ra tio n  ti 2 to  news | ^ «

(D .O .D .(h ) , 131705A t o  C. in  C. P ly m o u th ).My 122345Z. No A sd ic  c o n ta c t  o r  a t t a c k  m ade, and  s e a rc h  abandoned  a t  0401 .( 2 )  Number o f d ay s f u e l  a t  12 k n o ts  re m a in in g  a t  0800 ,WASKESIU 21 , EDMUNDSTON 7 , LUNENBERG 7» CAMROSE 10 , SNOWBERRY 10( 3 )  In te n d  d e ta c h in g  EDMUNDSTON and LUNENBERG a t  d a y l ig h t  tom orrow  to  P o n ta  D elgada  t o  f u e l ,  th e n c e  to  com ply w ith  y o u r 
131202A.( 4 )  CAMROSE r e p o r te d  heavy  u n d e rw a te r  e x p lo s io n  a t  1800 in  p o s i t i o n  01+4 d e g s . 3 0 ’ N. 019 d e g s . 5 8 ' W. p o s s ib ly  "G n a t" . 
W eather 8480 , 2751 •(E .G .6 , 131840Z to  C. in  C .W .A .).U .S .S . BLOCK ISLAND C .T .F . 2 1 .1 6  w i th  d e s t r o y e r s  v i c i n i t y  042 d e g s . 3 0 ' N. 020 d e g s . 0 1 ' W. sw eep in g  e a s t e r l y  d i r e c t i o n  15 My 131134A r e f e r s .(C . in  C .W .A ., 131848A ).N r .1 .  H unt U -b o a t r e p o r t e d  in  44 d e g s . 15* N. 20 d e g s . 3 8 ’ W. d i s a b le d  by L .1 7 2 .

(S .H .9 »  132138 to  A/C D uty 'N ' ) .Have o b ta in e d  A .S .V . c o n ta c t  in  44  d e g s . 0 2 ' N. 20 d e g s .
3 0 ' W.(a/C  D uty ’L ' ,  132205Z to  S .H .9 ) .N r .1 .  Am o v e r enemy S/M. in  44 d e g s . 2 0 ' N. 20 d e g s . 4 5 ' W S/M. when f i r s t  s ig h te d  was on c o u rs e  360 d eg s . sp eed  7 k n o ts .  

(A/C D uty ’L ’ , 132225Z to  S .H .9 ) .Have a t t a c k e d  enemy w ith  d e p th - c h a r g e s .  U -b o a t on s u r f a c e  p o s i t i o n  1+4 d e g s . ( c o r r u p t  g ro u p ) N. 20 d e g s . 3 8 ' W. a p p a r e n t ly  d i s a b l e d .  O p e ra tio n s  c o m p le te d , am r e t u r n i n g .  Need am bulance on a r r i v a l .
(A/C Duty 'L ' ,  132255Z t o  S .H .9 ) .N r .1 .  C a rry  o u t s e a r c h  f o r  U -b o a t in  a r e a  4 4 .1 5  N. 2 0 .3 8  W. I f  n o t  fo u n d  a f t e r  01 resum e p a t r o l .
(S .H .9#  132355 to  A/C Duty Y ).

C o a s ta lF o rc e
p a t r o l s .

(C.(C .
in  C. P o r ts m o u th , 131^25A ). 
in  C. N o re , 131502A ).

/  S /M s,
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HOMS COMMANDS.

O p e r a t io n a  -  C o n td .
S/M. P o s i t i o n s  o f  S/M s. a t  0800/12+th and movements f o r  f o l lo w in g  22+ h o u r s .

(A) VENTURER p a t r o l l i n g  v i c i n i t y  61 d e g s . 25* N 003 d e g s . 5 5 ' E .(B) STRATAGEM 63 d e g s . 3 2 ' N. 00 d e g s . 2 0 ’ E .

p a t r o l s

th ro u g h  62 d e g s . 0 1 ’ N. 001 d e g s . 2 5 ’ W. to w a rd s  L e rw ick .
(C) TAKU 62 d e g s . 2 1 ' N. 000 d e g s . 52+' W. th ro u g h  62 d e g s . 0 2 'N. 000 d e g s . 1 8 ’ W. to w a rd s  L e rw ick .
(D) UNSWERVING 62 d e g s . 2 8 ' N. 000 d e g s . 0 5 ' W. th ro u g h  61 d e g s . 5 9 ' N. 000 d e g s . 3 7 ’ W. to w a rd s  L e rw ick .
( e ) TELEMACHUS 61 d e g s . 38* N. 000 d e g s . 0 7 ' W. th ro u g h  62 d e g s . 0 1 ' N. 000 d e g s . 1 0 ' E . and  6k d e g s . 1 9 ’ N. 003 d e g s . 1 0 ' E . to w a rd s  65 d e g s . 22+' N. 001 d e g s . 2 0 ' E .( B ) ,  (C ) , ( d ) and (E ) above d iv e d  by day  when N o rth  o f  62 d e g s . N o r th .
(F .O .S . 131801 to  A dm ty .) .

R outed  th ro u g h  090 M uckle P lu g g a  10, th e n  by r o u te  "B lack "  t o  062+ d e g s . 1 9 ' th e n c e  d i r e c t  to  p a t r o l  l i n e  HH TELEMACHUS l e f t  L erw ick  2020A /13 th  u n e s c o r te d  d iv in g  by d ay  when N o rth  o f  062 d e g s .
(S .O . S/M L e rw ick , 132025 t o  S / M 's . ) .

E x p lo s io n s .  My P .C .S . O55 d e g s . 0 2 ' N. 016 d e g s . 2+9' W. ,086d e g s . 1 1 .7  k n o ts .  Number 95 in  com pany. GOLDSTREAMSR a p p ro x im a te ly  80 m ile s  a s t e r n  
e s c o r t i n g  27. A t 0330Z /13 in  052+ d e g s . 2+7* n .020 d e g s . 0 1 ' W. 3 g ro u p s  o f 3 u n d e rw a te r  e x p lo s io n s  w ere h e a rd  in  c lo s e  p r o x im i ty .  No c o n ta c t  by R adar a t  th e  t im e  and n o th in g  s ig h te d .  W eather 32+71» 1 2 5 7 .
(BALFOUR, 1312+01Z to  C. in  C .f f .A .) ,

U -b o a ts .

a t t a c k e d  on ABELIA and BURDOCK.
9 th  J a n u a r y .  0325 HELMSDALE 02+2+8 ABELIA and WINCHELSEA.

o n e , WINCHELSEA 5 , BURDOCK 3 .
Hedgehog WINCHELSEA 2 ( u n s a t i s f a c t o r y ) .( f )  1100  c o n ta c t  fa d e d .
BURDOCK r e p o r t e d  echo in  Q a t ta c h m e n t  b u t  t h i s  s u b s e q u e n t ly  f a d e d . C o n d it io n s  e x c e l l e n t  th ro u g h o u t .(B.2+, 13172+OZ to  C. in  C .W .A .).

M ining

U -bo a t C .A .F .O . 1 3U2/2+3. S ig h t in g  HELMSDALE, WINCHELSEA

c ) A sd ic  c o n ta c t  good echo  w ith  D o p ie r .d) 02+9 d e g s , 5 0 ' N. 018 d e g s . 5 5 ' W.e )  D epth  c h a rg e  a t t a c k  by HEMS DALE o n e , ABELIA

C a s u a l t i e s  and D e fe c ts
SKJOLD(R.U.102+) Your 122200.

U n le ss  c o n d i t io n  i s  s e r i o u s  c o n tin u e  to  
d e s t i n a t i o n  w ith  STAFNES. I n d i c a t e  i n t e n t i o n s  and E .T .A .
( A .C . I .C . ,1 3 0 3 1 5A to  QUADRILLE).

/Y o u r
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C a s u a l t i e s  and D e f e c t s .

SKJOLD Y o u r  130315A . Pumps have  s i t u a t i o n  w e l l  i n  h a n d .
( R . U • 104 ) STAFNES. and m y s e l f  r e t u r n i n g  L i v e r p o o l  b y
( C o n t d . ) .  o r i g i n a l  r o u t e .  E .T .A .  0 8 0 0 / l 8 t h .

(QUADRILLE, 130500A t o  A . C . I . C . ) .

THEODORE 2nd c l a s s  H /F  D /F  b e a r i n g  081 d e g s .  a t  0 6 0 4 Z /1 3 t h .
PARKER. R e q u e s t  a i r  c o v e r .  My P . C . S .  043  d e g s .  21+ * N.

0 34  d e g s .  1 0 '  W. 135 d e g s .  8 k n o t s .
(DEVERON, 131 21+7Z t o  C. in  C . W . A . ) .
My P . C . S .  01+1+ d e g s .  01* N. 039 d e g s .  0 3 '  W .,

110  d e g s .  10 k n o t s  a t  2 0 0 0 Z /1 3 .  ADHERENT in  com pany. R e q u e s t  
DEVERON’ s P . C . S .
(NORTHERN PRIDE, 131700Z  t o  C. i n  C .W .A . ,  DEVERON).

In  v ie w  o f  r e l a t i v e  p o s i t i o n s  o f  DEVERON and NORTHERN PRIDE 
r e q u e s t  y o u  o r d e r  NORTHERN PRIDE and ADHERENT t o  r e j o i n  H .X . 27I+ 
d u r in g  d a y l i g h t  F r i d a y .  DEVERON1 s 13121+7 and NORTHERN PRIDE’ s  
131700  r e f e r s .

(C .  in  C .W .A . ,  132207Z  t o  F . O . N . F . )•

JAMAICA R e q u e s t  y o u  w i l l  s a i l  JAMAICA t o  a r r i v e  R o s y t h
2 5 th  J a n u a r y  t o r  r e p a i r  o f  t o r p e d o  t u b e  m o u n t in g .  
(C .  in  C .H .F .  131315A t o  V . A . 2 . ) .

ABELIA A r r i v e d  ABELIA.
( F . O . I . C .  C a r d i f f ,  132015A t o  C. in  C . W . A . ) .

S h ip p in g  and C o n v o y s .

T . U . 6 .  My 1 2 1 6 3 2 .  S a i l e d  DAVISON, MERVINE, TILLMAN,
and ORDRONAUX.
( N . O . I . C . N . I . , 1 3 1 1 5 7 A  t o  A d m t y . ) .
S a i l i n g  L i v e r p o o l  p o r t i o n  e s c o r t e d  b y  WREN. 
( N . O . I . C .  L i v e r p o o l ,  13121+1A t o  A d m t y . ) .
S a i l e d  C ly d e  p o r t i o n  in  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  my 
11121+8A.
( N . O . I . C .  G r e e n o c k ,  13211+JL+A t o  A d m t y . ) .

U .C .1 0  20 s h i p s  f o r  New Y ork  and EMPEROR. Names.
(C .  in  C .W .A . 1 3 1 2 1 8 Z t o  A d m t y . ) .

K .M .F .2 8  A.M . 0 9 1 9 4 0 .  Onward r o u t e  f o r  EMPIRE GRACE t o
C a p etow n .
( D .O .D .H . ,  131507A t o  N .C .S .O .  C l y d e ) .
I n t e n d  t o  s a i l  C ly d e  p o r t i o n  e s c o r t e d  b y  TUSCAN, 

BLACK SWAN and AMETHYST p a s s i n g  C ly d e  boom 2 2 0 0 A /1 3 th  t o  c o m p ly  
w i t h  A.M . 0 9 1 9 4 0 .
( N . O . I . C .  G r e e n o c k ,  131634A t o  A d m t y . ) .

ATHLONE ChSTLE w i l l  n o t  s a i l  w i t h  c o n v o y .
( 2 )  Amend d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  Ca MERONIA t o  r e a d  E a s t  and S o u th  
A f r i c a ,  and  d e s t i n a t i o n  o f  DURBAN CASTLE t o  r e a d  E g y p t .  

( D . O . D . ( H ) ,  1 3 2 0 1 5A t o  C. in  C .W .A . ) .

/  S . G . 1 . . .
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
S.G.1, and In order to hasten the formation of new support 
S.G.5» groups I now intend to form the two groups

mentioned in para. 2 (C) of my 01+1108 before alloca
ting new construction to close escort groups.
2. The two support groups will be based at Belfast 

and constituted as follows
Group one: AFFLECK, BALFOUR, BENTLEY, GARLIES, GOULD, GORE.
Group five: BLIGH, BULLEN, AYLMER, GARDINER, GRINDALL, 
GOODALL.
3. Para, four of my 01+1108 is therefore cancelled.
1+. New construction will be allocated to close escort groups on 
the principles laid down in my 01+1108 para, two, my intentions 
as to reliefs and paying off being signalled as the situation 
develops.
(C. in C.W.A., 131731A to Admty.).

H.X.27I+ 1+1+ ships. Names and destinations.
(D.T.D. 131922A).

1
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic*
(corrupt group)* Following from Almeria timed 
121257* deport from Aquila that U-Boat sunk off 
that area. Further details are being obtained. 
(3.0*I.Gib. 130930A.)

E.'i’.A. Pont a Delgada 1000A Jan. 14th* Require 440 tons fuel. ASHANTI, METEOR will detach when R/V • effected and have been ordered to Ponta 
Delgada due shortage fuel.
My P.C. and 3. 3725 N. 19.25 W. 274° 14. Weather report 3878 1962.
(ATHa BASKAN 131000A to S.B.N.O.Azores.)*
Your 131000. Proceed Horta for fuel with ASHANTI and METEOR.
(S.B.N.O.Azores 131322Z to ATHABASKAN; 131430Z 
to ASHANTI, METEOR.)

Your 131322Z. Have insufficient fuel to reach Horta. Must call 
Ponta Delgada and embark enough fuel to continue. E.T.A. now 0900A.

(ATHABASKAN 131656A to 3.B.N.O.Azores.)
P.C. and 3. of KING GEORGE V at 1300A/13 037° 02* N. 017°

05' W. 100° 18 knots. My P.C. and S. at 1800A 037° 05' N. 018° 
38’ W. 276° 16 knots. Ordered by KING GEORGE V to proceed to 
Ponta Delgada owing to shortage of fuel E.T.A. 1500A/14* METEOR 
in company. METEOR has one rating with broken leg for hospital.(ASHANTI 131701A to F»0»G«M*A* (R) 3• 3«N«0* Azores • )

Unless you have very strong reasons to the contrary it is 
most desirable certain ships are fuelled at Ponta Delgada. vnnr, 131322Z refers. Your

(F.O.G.M.A. 131852A to S.B.N.O.Azores.)
ATHABASKAN proceed Ponta Delgada for fuel. WOODPECKER 

proceed Horta. This amends my 131322 to ATHABASKAN and my 112150 to E.G.B.l
(3. B.N.O.Azores 132020Z to ATHABASKAN, WOODPECKER, (R)F.O.G.M.A.)
Anticipate 2 U.S.Escorts from U.G.S. 29 will require to fuel at Ponta Delgada about 17th January. Request you will 

inform Portuguese authorities.
(D.O.D^H) 131327A to B.C.Ponta Delgada.)Proceed to Horta ana fuel.
(3.B.N.O.Azores 131432Z to BLACKFLY, .)

War Diar .

U/B sunk 
off Aquila.

Escorts 
U.G.S. 29 
& KING 
GEORGE V.

MAURITIUS. Arrived (from Operation "Stonewall".) (F.O.G.M.A. 131701*)

Convoys pas
sing Europa* 
S .L.convoy 
s ailin,.s.

A. Unnecessary delay to Atlantic escorts and to 
ships for destinations short of the Tunis channel 

accepted as the shipping position is nowcannot be 
tight and 
adequate.
B. Recent

escort lay over at Gibraltar barely
timings suggest that 3.L.convoys could 

be more economically sailed one day later from 
Freetown. If you concur this will be tried.
Your 081631 refers.
(D.T.D. 131739A to F.O.G.M.A.)

/Italian..•
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic - Contd.
Important to F.O.G.M.A. and C. in C.Med.
To sail Italian Submarines independently to 
Bermuda when ready. (Route.)
(D.O.D.(F) 131926A.)
(Formers: G. in C. Med. 101947, 131120, Cominch, 
121440.)

S3. THEODORE Your 130442* 247 Group can provide one long range PARKER. Fortress to be on patrol dawn 14th. Request you
will give estimated position of THEODORE PARKER 
at 0800/14th Admiralty inform THEODORS PARKER.
(3.B.N.O.Azores 1319312 to F-O.N.F. (R) C. in C.W.A. Admty.)
* re Weather infavourable for aircraft search THEODORE PARKER can aircraft from Azores assist.

U/B report. Nr. 1. Have obtained A.3.V. contact in 37° 41' N. 5° 41* E. probably S/k.
(A/C C/S OACF 132055A.)
Nr. 2* My 2055 contact disappeared.
(A/C C/S OACF 132100A.)

Co-operation I am most anxious to ensure fullest co-operation 
between Br. between my escort groups and your task groups 
E.Gs. and operating in the Azores area. I am principally
American T.Gs. concerned that enemy reports should be immediately 
in Azores available to all forces in the area,
area* 2. I have observed that my escort groups have not

been acting in accordance with 3»P.02376 (2) para. 
2.A. and B. and I am taking immediate steps to rectify this matter.

3* It would be appreciated if reports from your task groups could be made in British/U.S. cypher.
4. Reports, which are most helpful, but somewhat delayed in 
receipt are now coming in from C.T.G. 26.12 regarding his 
movements and I will ta :e steps to keep your T.Gs. informed of 
the activities of my E.Gs. Request confirmation that such in
formation will always be received if transmitted on our broadcast B.N.
(C. in C.W.A. 132317A to C* in C.Lant.)
(S*P.02376 (2) - Instructions for intercommunication between British and U.3.Fleets.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS•

Italian 
S/Ms for 
Bermuda.

Medi terrane an.
Cominch's 121440. Can suitable Italian surface 
escort be provided for these submarines. 
(O.O.D.(F) 130034A to C. in C.Med.)
Your 130034. No Italian escort available ov< ing 
to heavy escort commitments. It is observed that 
further submarines will require routeing to 
Bermuda at a later date*
(C. in C.Med. 131120A to Admty.)

TERMa GHMT
TENACIOUS,KEMPENFELT

TERMAGANT, KEMPENFELT, TUSCAN were included in 
through escort to join Eastern Fleet in A.M. 
142300A*. No alteration to this arrangement has 
been received by me. It was assumed that 
TENACIOUS was intended to relieve TUSCAN which 
returned damaged to Clyde. Please inform me why 

TERMAGANT, TENACIOUS, KEMPENFELT have been referred elsewhere.
(V• A • 1 130 92 13 to F.O.L.E.M. N.O-I.C. Port Said, (R) C- in C.E.F. 
C* in C.Med. TERMa GENT, Admty.)
* Hush circulation.

BOXER, Suez January 13th arrival.
BRUISER, (S.N.O.R.S.C.A. 131127B.)
THRUSTER. W.D.Note: From Eastern Fleet.N.O.I.C. Port Said sail BOXER, BRUISER, THRUSTER when ready.

2. With despatch- 3. (Route.)
5. Escort TENACIOUS, KEMPENFELT• 8. V.A.M. pass to 248 Wing.
(F.O.L.E.M. 131 ̂ IGS to N.O.I.C. port Said, Ships named and 
air authorities.)

Sues 13 Jan. departures BOXER, BRUISER, THRUSTER. 
(S.N.O.R.S.C.A. 131627B.)

EMILE BERLIN.

Weekly Opsum, 
260-

Request that if you no longer require EMILE BERLIN 
you will sail her for Algiers my 301253A Dec. 
refers. B.A.D. pass to Cominch.
(C* in C.Med. 131548 to F*0.C.W.Af- .)
ll/l2th Jan.
8 liberators and 8 Halifaxes successfully attacked 
Piraeus Harbour, Greece. 1 Halifax returned early 
bombs of 1 Liberator hung-up. Many bursts ob
served in vicinity of Quays (7ANDEIFHQ) (as reed.) 
of Halon Basin. 1 large red fire and (?several) 

other fires started 190 x 500 lbs. 4 Y/ellingtons successfully 
laid mines in Syros, Lavrion and Rhodes Harbours.
11th Jan* 3 U.S.Mitchells (B«25) 3 Beaufighters despatched to 
attack 2 M/Vs 500 tons 1 tanker 500 tons previously attacked by 
Naval units and reported to have put in at Livadia Bay,Piscopi 
Island only sighting made was 1 tanker aground and on fire but 
too close to high ground to be attacked. 3 Baltimores (A.30) 
despatched to attack same targets after au3k saw no shipping and 
bombed fire on shore, apparently increasing flsme3.
(H.Q.R.A.F.M.E. 131604Z.)

/4 •..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean -  Contd.

4 German 4 German c r a f t  a r r iv ed  Istanbul in  l in e  ahead from
Spec ia l pur- Black Sea in t ra n s it  fo r  Aegean 1030 G.M.T. 13th. 
pose c r a f t .  These are obv iou s ly  sp ec ia l  purpose c r a f t  a l 

though no armament apparent (?344) tons 24 length  
19 metres beam 6 metres. Declared speed 10 knots 

but probably capable o f  15 knots. Consider speed d ispropor
t ion a te  to tonnage o f  M/V. Sui ab ly  constructed f o r  mine

sweeping minelaying or as convoy esco r t .-  Submit Turks be re 
quested to d e ta in  and in v e s t ig a te  c lo s e ly ,  c r a f t  are at present 
weather bound here. T .0 .0 .  131545C.
(3 * 0 . I .  Istanbu l 131748B to B.N.A.Ankara, (R) 3 . 0 . I .E .M ed .)

Coasters. The shortage o f  coasters  makes th e ir  speed o f  turn
round p a r t ic u la r ly  important. O pportun ities  o f  
exp ed it in g  s a i l in g s  should be se ized .
(C- in  C* Med. 131756A.)

S itu a t ion  1. Coastal c r a f t  attacked 2 merchant sh ips and a
Report No. tanker ( in ? )  L ivad ia  Bay P is cop i on n ight 10 / llth
271. Jan. le a v in g  a l l  three badly damaged. La te r  a i r

R/C loca ted  1 ship on f i r e  in  harbour but no sign 
o f  o ther two.
2. A i r c r a f t  la id  mines in Khalkis (038° 23' N* 023 

degs. 36’ S . ) during the n ight 1 0 / llth  January and in 3yra and 
Lavrion (037° 42 ' N. 024° 04’ E . ) on 12th January.
(C. in  C.Med. 132101A.)

DRACHE. DRACHE carry ing  German troops appears to  be runni
between M ilo  and Piraeus. You are to remain in 
c lo se  v i c in i t y  M ilo  f o r  next 3 days.
(Capt. S . l  132237 to SOKOL.)

33. WENDELL K-M.3.37. U .3.3. WENDELL PHILLIPS reported  in
PHILLIPS. c o l l i s i o n  w ith  unknown westbound ship 045°

Cape Bon 5 m iles . Request tug be sent fo rthw ith . 
BRYONY standing by.
(BERGAMOT 132335 to  T u n is ia . )
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East In d ies .

U/B d is p o s i-  (C. • in  C.E.F. 130449Z.) 
t io n  No. 17. -

"Sea fog" I t s  purpose exp la ined ,
system. (C. in  C.E.F. 130646Z.)

See L ion Copy.

S a il in gs  in  
A .P/P .A .  

convoys•

F .O .N .I .C . (310). Pass to N. . S-O's* Ships o f  
A .p .53 and P .A .66  are to be s a i le d  in  convoy as 
arranged. T h e re -a fte r  s a i l in g s  o f  A .P. and P.A. 
convoys w i l l  cease u n t i l  fu r th e r  orders and Class 
D ships are to be re leased  from them.
(C. in  C-E.F. 150652Z.)

Convoy A rr iv ed  escorted  by SONDRA.
M.N.1D* (D.C.3«0.DJ^o Suarez 130700Z.)

Use o f  V7/T Adm iralty s ta te s  that re lu ctan ce  has been n o t iced
by Monsters. on the part o f  Monsters to  use .heir W/T (break ing

W/T s i le n c e )  f o r  the purpose o f  homing a i r c r a f t  
v id e  A .F.O . 3.P/43 procedure B.
2* They do not, cons ider th is  re lu ctance  j u s t i 
f ia b le *

3. F lag  and ii.Os-I/C who may s a i l  Monsters are to inform Masters 
that i f  a s ig n a l d e ta i l in g  homing is  rec e iv ed  i t  must be regarded 
as an order. At the same time inform them tha t Shore Authori
t i e s  w i l l  not order homing i f  any ser ious  r is k  is  invo lved .
4. Only Naval A u th o r it ie s  arranging a ir  cover or C* in C.E.F. 
are to  order homing procedure and i f  th is  is  done f u l l  cons i
d e ra t ion  o f  the above fa c ts  are to be taken into account.
(C. in  C.E.F. 130814 to a l l  concerned.)

Opsum No. 669* 10th U .3 .A .A .F . 10/11 Jan. 9 U .3 .M itch e l ls  B.25 
la id  mines M okpalin-S ittang R iver. Operation 
success fu l. 14th u.S .A .A .f . 11 Jan. 9 u.3. 
L ibe ra to rs  B. 24 boiabed Takao Harbour (Formosa.) 
(.h .C.3 *E.A. 130928*)

83. R.F.HOKE. S trong ly  recommend ROBERT F.HOKE be sent Mas3 awa 
f o r  r ep a ir .  Work is  beyond capacity  o f Aden a l 
ready coping? w ith  FORT CAM03UN. Consider i t  wou 
be a sa fe  tow w ith  MASTERFUL and OCEAN SALVOR in 
attendance. HOKE has been returned to  her 
American Master and crew.
(Cora. Aden 151427Z to C« in C .E .F .)

t

Reports torpedo h i t  net defence and exploded.
My 112358 r e f e r s .  2. Vesse l s l i g h t  damaged but 
proceeding.
(C. in  C.E.F. 131541. )

33. TRIONA.
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W A R N IN G : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 

code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
(*N o te : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad: 

“ O .T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

1/ 9*

MESSAGE 13 0 6146 Z/J a nu a ry IN

From 0, in 0 ,Eastern F lee t, Date 13 .IJ 4I4

Time 2319
J._________Nnval code X by. W/T_________________________________________

Addressed Admiralty*
+

SEAFOG system. Your 031733 re fe rs ,

( 2) I t  was designed to meet the fo llow ing  
re quir ernent s : —

(A) To provide one standard method fo r  use by 
a l l  services in reporting positions o f a irc ra ft  fo r  
a ir warning purposes# (T^ere are several methods
now in fo r c e )#

(B) Suitable fo r  use by a l l  three services 
p a rticu la r ly  with the combined a ir warning,- code,,

(c ) Capcble of use at any o f our own defended
ports or any captured base or during combined operations 
without the preparation o f special maps or charts,

(3) The SEAS’OG system is a copy o f the MAFOG 
system reported on as so successful in the Mediterranean.

; • ; * i * .

(if) I t  is hoped that a sim ilar system may in
due course be accepted os the most suitable in every A llied  
Command fo r  a ir warning purposes.

(5)
unsuitable because

Mi so. 526 and 527 were considered but found

(A) They do not cover the land and so arc not
o f universal use to the othor services,

(b ) They are so numbered that they cannot be
extended without reconstruction,

(C) To achieve the necessary accuracy o f one 
mile required the use of an eight figu re  group which is 
clumsy and unsuitable fo r  R .A ,F.F ighter and Army A.A, 
Operations Rooms fo r  a ir  warning.

(D) Thic system which is designed fo r  reporting 
ships* positions should not be used fo r  a ir warning purposes 
ns i t s  constant da ily  use uncodod would give i t  no 
rep e tition  no security.

(S)
so impenetrable, 
forwarded.

I t  is  regretted  that the SEAFOG has proved 
The written instructions fo r  its  use is^being

I306b6z
Advance copy Ops, O.D. P lo t  

+ Ro -  SEA FOG system.
/Distribution over..
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America and West Indies.
O.T. 12. Sailing telegram 1. (2) Departing Aruba 141700Z.

Escorts U.S.S. JOSEPH E. CAMPBELL with LOY, 
LANING and CHASE.
(C.A.F.A.C., 130215 amended 131940.)

THEODORE Weather unfavourable for aircraft search THEODORE
PARKER. PARKER, can aircraft from Azores assist. DEVERON

111936* and my 112011 refer.
(F.u.N.P., 130442Z to S.B.N.O. Azores.)
* Re position DEVERON - ABOYNE in company. 

Estimated position THEODORE PARKER at 0600z/llth.
Consider position THEODORE PARKER in DEVERON 111936* more 

accurate. Suggest latitudes your 131720 to F.O.N.F. only be 
altered one degree to southward throughout.
Your 131720 being passed to S.B.N.O. Azores for action, 
reference air co-operation.

(F.O.N.F., 132103Z to CAILIFF, (R) TENACITY, S.B.N.O. Azores.)
* Re positions of H.M. S. DEVERON.

U/B
Estimates.

(Cominch, 131609; N.8.H.Q. 131430Z.)

MEON. To proceed to Halifax to pay off and recommission
with R.C.N. crew.
(N.S.H.Q. , 131638Z.)

CORFU, Adaity. 191556 December directs that A.M.Cs.
CILICIA, CORFU, CILICIA and CHITRAL should be sailed to
CHTIRAL. U.S.A. where they are to be paid off and the

crews used for manning C.V.Es.
2. These ships are to be converted to troop 
transports. Decision has not yet been reached 

whether this is to be done in U.K. or U.S.A.
3. If conversion is to be done in U.K. it is the Admiralty’s 
intention that Merchant Navy crews will be provided to steam 
ships back.
4. U.S. Naval Authorities refuse to accept these.ships in any 
U.S. port until a decision to convert them to troop transports 
in the U.S.A. has been reached. On the other hand the crews are urgently required for C.V.Es.
5. Your concurrence is requested to divert the ships to Halifax 
where they will be required to remain until the requisite decision has been made.

.(B.A.M.R., 131734Z to N.S.H.Q.)
Request that Merchant Navy care and maintenance parties 

may be sent to take over ships as soon as possible after their arrival at Halifax.
(B.A.M.R., 132032Z toAdmty.)
When ready sail CORFU independently Trinidad direct to 

Halifax. Advise time of departure, route, S.O.A.
(Cominch, 131927.)

/Italian ...
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A m erica and W est I n d ie s  -  C on td .
I t a l i a n  Your 121440. C. in  C. Med. r e p o r t s  t h a t  noS/M s. f o r  I t a l i a n  e s c o r t  i s  a v a i l a b l e .Berm uda. 2 . I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  in te n d e d  to  s a i l  su b m arin e sin d e p e n d e n tly  when re a d y  by fo l lo w in g  r o u te  to  Berm uda.

(D .O .D .(F ) ,  131809Z to  C o m in ch .)

M.V. DAGEID, H .X .274. Bay B u l l s  a r r i v a l  1 3 0 0 z /1 3 th  (N o r .)

N. 043" 0 0 ’ W. owing to  h u l l  c r a c k in g  i n  s e v e r a l  p la c e s  in  heavy w e a th e r . C om plete crew  o f  70 
la n d e d  a t  S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . by KINGCUP. 2 s u f f e r e d  m inor i n j u r i e s .  C .B s. a s  i n  my 131848.
(N .C .S .O . S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . , 131852Z, 141257Z .)

w i th  a l l  3 s h ip s  to  Com. 8 th  F l e e t  f o r  te m p o ra ry  d u ty . T h is  d e ta ch m en t d e s ig n a te d  T ask  G roup 2 7 .2 .  C a p ta in  A n se l i n  PEILA, w h ich  i s  d i s s o lv e d  upon a r r i v a l  M e d ite r ra n e a n .
(C. in  C. L a n t ,  131943 to  U .S .S . PHILADELPHIA.)

S t .  Eohns N .F . from  E .X .273  LUCIEN B. MAXWELL ( U .S . ) J a n .  8 th  heavy  w e a th e r  dam age; ALEXANDER HAMILTON ( U .S . ) J a n .  8 th ,  r e a s o n  n o t  r e p o r t e d .  No d e f e c t  o r w e a th e r  dam age. A p p ears  to  have b een  m is ta k e n  f o r  some s h ip  in  d i s t r e s s  snd  was o rd e re d  to  r e t u r n .  P a r t .  2 . 1 a r r i v e d  S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . from  S .C .1 5 0 , FILLSIGH J a n .9 th ,  e n g in e  t r o u b l e ,  1 a r r i v e d  New York from  H .X .274 , ROBERT NEWELL ( U .S .)  J a n .  8 th ,  c ra c k e d  h u l l .  2 a r r i v e d  H a l i f a x  from  E .X .2 7 4 , GEORGE S. WASSON ( U .S . ) ,  J a n .  1 0 th ,  b o i l e r  d e f e c t s ;  JOSHUA W. ALEXANDER ( S 3 .)  J a n .  1 0 th ,  c a rg o  s h i f t e d .  Deck dam age. (N .S .H .Q . , 132024Z .)

U/B r e p o r t s .  P a r a .  d . P .C .1 1 8 1  sound c o n ta c t  2 2 .3 0  7 4 .3 5130140Z. R .A .F . L a n c a s te r  s ig h te d  su b . su b m erg in g

ERINNA. DAGEID c o l l i s i o n  dam age. ( d u . ) ERINNA c o l l i s i o n  and f i r e  dam age.
(N .C .S .O . S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . , 131828Z .)

SS. JOSEPH SMITH.
0 .N .2 1 8 . ( U .S .)  JOSEPH SMITH l e f t  in  s in k in gc o n d i t io n  now b e l ie v e d  t o  have sunk  in  044° 30 '

T .G . 2 7 .2 . Upon a r r i v a l  Hampton R oads on 1 8 th  J a n .  Com desdiv14 r e p o r t  w i th  MADISON, H .P. JONES t o  P h i l a d e lp h ia  f o r  d u ty . L a t t e r  when r e a d y  1 9 th  J a n .  p ro c e e dM e d ite r ra n e a n  to  a r r i v e  by 1 s t  F e b . , w here r e p o r t

S t r a g g l e r sR e p o r tNo. 35.
One a r r i v e d  S t .  Jo h n s  N .F . from  O .N .217 JOHN BAKKE (N o r .)  J a n .  6 th ,  w a te r  in  h o ld  c a u se d  by le a k y  r i v e t s .  T h re e  a r r i v e d  H a l i f a x  from  O .N .217 K .I .  LUCKENBACII ( U .S .)  J a n .  6 th ,  l o s t  convoy ; EDWARD HOUSE ( U .S . ) J a n .7 t b ,  l o s t  convoy ; FRANCIS VIGO ( U .S .)  J a n .9 t h ,  l o s t  convoy . Two a r r i v e d

c o u rs e  n o r th - w e s t  3 4 .3 0  N. 6 4 .4 0  W. 121830Z. P .C . 618 a t t a c k e d  sound  c o n ta c t  2 3 .1 0  N. 7 4 .2 7  
W. 121900Z.(C om inch, 1 3 2 1 1 7 .)

/U.SJS.LEA . . .
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America and West Indies - Contd.
In hand for temporary collision repairs 12th 
Jan. estimated time in dock 14 days.
(Cdr. Supt. Bermuda, 132217Z.)

Your 062215, A.M. 041228 and A.M. 312126 Lee.
Owing to routeing via Azores and lack of 
communications consider these ships should sail 
under British escort.
2. Request you will maice arrangements to sail 
them as convenient to join group of B.Y.M.S at 
Bermuda for onward passage to Londonderry via 
Azores.
(D.O.D.(P), 132355A to B.A.D., Info. C. in C. H. F, 
N.O.B. Bermuda.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
(D.D.I.C., 131419A, 131420A.)

Submarines Attacked.
For 24 hours to 0900z/13th.
Para. A. (1) E.G.6 attacked periscope at 1648/11 
in 42“ 11* N. 19“ 35’ ,¥.
Para. B. (l) A/C C/179 sighted submerged U-Boat 
at 1330/12th January off Europa Point.. 
fSubsequently reported to have been a whale).
(2) EDMUNDSTON and LUNENBURG obtained U-Boat 
contact at 2345/12th January in 44“ 31' N. 20“45' W.
(D.D.I.C., 131120Z.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. Convoy J.W.56A was about 200 miles N.N.W. o f  
the Faroes at 2100A today. Capt. D .26 in  HARDY 
a rr iv ed  a t  1214A at S e id is f  jord , where the r e 
maining seven destroyers  o f  the convoy es co r t  
jo in  him today.

2* Three U-Boats were s ighted today by our A/C 
in  the Biscay area* includ ing one apparently 
d isab led , and a l l  three were attacked w ith  depth- 
charges. Task Group 21.16 co n s is t in g  o f  the U.3. 
A/C c a r r i e r  BLOCK ISLAND and destroyers  reported  
at 1933 that they had picked up in 44.20 N. 20.10 
W. 43 su rv ivo rs  o f a U-Boat* sunk by a /G at 2325/ 
13 in 44.15 N. 20.38 W- (about 440 miles N.N.E. 
o f  San M iguel, A zo res ) ,  and that the destroyers  
PARROTT and BULMER had probably sunk another U- 
Boat during la s t  n ight about 900 miles west o f 
Bordeaux.
F ive ships o f  E.G.6, who are being jo in ed  by NENE 
o f  that Group, were sweeping the area from 1300Z 
today•
At 1304A Fortress  (?R/206) attacked a U-Boat on 
the surface 460 m iles W.rT.W. o f  Cape F in is t e r r e  
(p o s i t io n  thought to be 45.15 N. 19.57 W«) Two 
depth charges exploded 25 to 30 f e e t  on the port 
bow and the U-Boat wa3 l e f t  c i r c l in g  on the sur
fa ce ,  down by the stern .

3< At about 1045A today the Rescue Tug ADHERENT 
w ith convoy H.X. 274 foundered about 750 miles 
E.3.E. o f  3t. Johns N.F. NORTHERN PRIDE picked up 
6 o f  her o f f i c e r s  and 13 ra t in gs , but her Master 
was l o s t .

4. The de-ammunitioning and d e -s to r in g  o f  NELSON 
in the C lyde, and the de-ammunitioning o f  RODNEY 
at Rosyth, were today ordered to be postponed fo r  
the present.

5. GLASGOW and WELLINGTON l e f t  Flymouth today fo r  
the 3 .W.
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s i t u a t i o n r e p o r t .

Mediterranean.
Adriatic. 6. Successful air attacks were made today on 

shipping in the Sibenik area by 59 Kittyhawks.
Two 5000 ton ships were hit, and one of them was 
set fiercely on fire.
Coastal forces entered SumarfTin Harbour, Brae :u~>, 
last night. M.T.B. 226 torpedoed a small ship 
alongside. Turing the same night M.T.Bs. 651 and 
226 engaged a Siebel ferry in the island area, the 
M.T.Bs. sustained some damage but no casualties.

Aegean. 7. DZIK reports at least one hit ana the probable
sinking of a 6000 ton merchant ship in 39.42 N. 
26*02 E. on 7th January. On the following day 
she sank the Greek schooner ELENI by demolition 
charge in 39-37 N. 25.43 3. and a caique on 9th. 
Aircraft laid mines in Leros Harbour last ni£ht.

7(a). Commencing with Convoy K.M.F.28, leaving 
the U.K. today, Naples becomes the port of 
turn-round for K.M.F. convoys.

China.

8. Two U.3•Liberators of the 14th 3.A.A.F. on a 
sea sweep off St. John’s Island today damaged a 
freighter and badly damaged a 180 ft. gunboat.
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HUME COMMANDS.

Policy.
<

DRAGON. F.O.I.C. Greenock’s 131706. DRAGON is placed
under the orders of C. in c. H. F. who is 
requested to complete her wonting up and to 
arrange for her administration.

2. G. in G. H.F. is requested to report when it is anticipated 
that DRAGON will be ready for service.
(D.O.D. (H), 141329A to C. in C. H.F.)

A.M. 141329. Bombardment practice should be included in DRAGON'S working up.
(D.O.D. (H), 141824A to C. in C. H.F.)

AILSA CRAIG is required to arrive Milford Haven 
by 29th February for onward routeing to 
Mediterranean.
(D.M.S. , 141501A to LOCHINVAR.)

Rear-Admiral G.F. Harris appointed F.O.G. Reserve 
Fleet to date 15th January.
2. Request his flag be hoisted in MALAYA a.m. that date.
(Head of M.II., 141849A to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

My 211752 December and Admty. 250055 December.
The intensive training programme now being 
commenced by U.S. landing craft and military 
forces involves the protection during coastal 
passage between Falmouth, Plymouth and Dartmouth 
of large numbers of ships in special convoys 
several days and nights each week with the 
further requirement of double protection 

throughout landings and re-embarkations at Slapton and the 
request for destroyers bombardment also. This commitment 
cannot possibly be met with the number of Hunt class destroyers 
in Plymouth Command without prejudice to the safety of p.w. and 
W.P. convoys. A minimum of four more destroyers to be allocated 
specifically to duty with U.S. forces is an iranediate require
ment and it is requested if these cannot be made available the 
matter may be taicen up with the U.S. Authorities to provide American destroyers.
2. Admty. 281410 December para. 1. It is considered Tribal 
destroyers now being sent to reinforce Plymouth Command can 
contribute to the protection of these U.S. craft by carrying 
out offensive operations but are not suitable for close escort or close inshore defensive patrol.
3. Moreover these ships require a period of tactical training 
beforehand which cannot be completed before about 15th February. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 142049A to Admty.)

RALEIGH. Your 111908 January. Approval has now been given
to the transfer of RALEIGH to the War Office on 1st April.
(Head of M.II., 142137A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

AILSA
CRAIG.

F.O.C.
Reserve
Fleet.

Plymouth 
Command. 
Request 
for four 
destroyers.

/NELSON .. .
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NELSON. A.M. 102205. Cancel para. 4. NELSON will not n

proceed alongside at Fasslane.
2. No more ammunition is to be disembarked for 
the present. Ammunition already landed is not 

to be re-embarked.
3. Ship is not to destore for the present.
4. No steps are to be taken to place the armament or machinery 
in a state of preservation.

'(A.C.N.S.(H), 142242A to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) .

RODNEY. A.M. 102205, para. 3. RODNEY will not de
ammunition for the present.
(A.C.N.S.(H), 142253A to C. in C. Rosyth.)

14.1.1944.
Friday.

Operations.
Operation Your 131840Z. Unless you have reason to the
"Stonewall". contrary EDMUNDSTON and LUNENBURG should fuel 

from escort oiler with S.L.145/ m .K.S.36.
(C. in C. W.A,, 140131A to E.G.6.)
Your 140131. Cancel para. 3 of my 131840.
(E.G.6, 140217 to C. in C. W.A.)

One F-Boat sighted at 0850Z/14 in 44° 42’ N. 19° 23’ W . , 
course 360, speed 4 knots.

(247 Group, 140840Z to H.Q.C.C.)
Nr.l. Am over enemy S/M in 44° 42* N. (? longitude) on 

surface. When first sighted was on course 360", estimated 
speed 4 knots.

( A / C  Duty ’A ’, 140850Z to SH9.)
U/B previously reported was on surface and seen to 

submerge. Mark dropped.
(A/C Duty ’A ’, 140905 to SH9.)
Nr.l. Am over enemy submarine in 45° 15* N. 19° 57' W. 

at 1206.
(A/C Duty 'R* to 19 Group T.O.R. 141326.)
Have attacked U/B with depth charge. U/B on surface 

apparently disabled.
(A/C JWPR, 141253Z to SH9.)
Still in touch with enemy.
(A/C JWPR, 141331 to 19 Group.)
6th Escort Group consisting of WASHESIU, EDMUNDSTON, 

LUNENBURG, SNOWBERRY and CAMROSE will be sweeping area for 24 
hours from 1300Z today between 44“ 30' N. and 46° 01' n . and 19“ 
59’ W. and 21" 02* W. NENE will be joining sixth Escort Group 
from the north-east.

(C. in C. W.A. , 141659Z to BLOCK ISLAND.)
2 destroyers on sound contact 44.13 20.40 w. Investigated 

position reported damaged submarine, Admiralty 141458. Found 
only oil slick. Rescued 43 survivors submarine sunk by 
unidentified aircraft last night 42.20 (?44.20) N. 20.10 w. 
PARROTT and BULMER probably sank submarine last night in 44.40 N. 
21.17 W. Will leave area tomorrow.

(C.T.G. 21.16, 141933 to Cinclant.)
P.C.S. at 2000Z/I4th, 047“ 53' N. 016“ 40' W., 220", 15 

knots. Re guest homing procedure H from 0600Z/15th.
(NENE, 141940Z to E.G.6.)

/Unidentified
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Operations.
Unidentified ship M.T.B., destroyer or cruiser 
position 048" 55' N. 008" 42' W., course north
west, speed 18.
(A/C Duty ’S ’, 141940 to 19 Group.)
Cancel 141940 and Nr.l. Suspicious vessel in 
sight bearing 50".
(A/C Duty ’D', 142015A to 19 Group.)

BLOCK ISLAND destroyers attacked 3 subs., area 44.45 N. 21.20 
W. night lZth/14th.

(Cominch, 142053A to Admty.)
Am over enemy submarine in 45" 39’ N. 5" 09' W. Submarine 

was on surface and when first sighted was on course 270", 
estimated speed 14 knots.

(A/C Duty 'F', 142121 to 19 Group.)
Have attacked U-Boat with depth charge. Estimate no 

hits seen over U-Boat.
(A/C Duty 'F', 142121 to 19 Group.)
Am over enemy submarine in 47® 57' N. 5® 20’ w.
(A/C Duty *F*, 142125 to 19 Group.)
Lost touch with U-Boat. Continuing patrol.
(A/C Duty 'F*, 142300 to 19 Group.)
Am over enemy submarine in 45" 13' N. 7" 52' W. S/M was 

on surface and when first sighted was on course 090", estimated 
speed 18 knots.

(A/C Duty * H* , 142340 to 19 Group.)
Have attacked U-Boat with depth charge. U-Boat has dived, 

position 45" 59' N. 07" 52* W.
(A/C Duty *K', 142355 to 19 Group.)

Unknown GLASGOW sailed 0800A/14th. My 131356 refers.
Operation. (See Special File).

(C. in C. Plymouth, 140944A to Admty.)
’WELLINGTON sailed 0800A/14th. My 131356 refers. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 140944A to Admty.)

War Diary.

Operation 
•’Stonewall". 
(Contd.)

Seidisfjord arrival your 121617 (HARDY).
(A.C.I.C., 141214A to N.O.I.C. Aultbea.)
Situation report at 142104A.
J.W.56A, CYGNET 064" 01' N. 014" 50' W. to N.E. 9̂ . 
OFFA, OBDURATE 064" 01* N. 014" 50’ W. to 

Seidisfjord, 16 knots.
(A.C.I.C., 141332A to Ships.)
Arrived Seidisfjord SAVAGE, VENUS, STORD, OFFA, and VIRAGO. 
(A.C.I.C., 141438A to R.A.D.H.F.)
Destination of SAN ADOLFO Iokanka to discharge 3000 tons 

fuel, then Kola Inlet.
Ship should proceed with White Sea Section of J.»v.56A which 
will split at position MU. In event of casualty to NOREG, SAN 
ADOLFO should remain with Murmansk section.

(8.B.N.O. North Russia, 141755A to H.F.)

Enemy A/C Following action report received from H.M.S.
claimed ROUGHS PORT.
shot down. 1. Rounds fired: 14 rounds 3.7 fuse 208. 2.

Control by S.L.C. Unseen. 3. 1 ST target 
approached from 160" at 1935 but turned away
j

Operation 
F.W.

/ after
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HDMB COMMANDS.

Operations.
8fter fire had been opened.
2nd target approached from east at 1943, was 
engaged, passed overhead, was re-engaged bearing 
approximately 270° angle 70°. After 8 round 
response was lost by S.L.C. and shortly after a 
plane was heard diving. Subsequently flames 
were seen at surface level bearing approximately 

260° near or on shore.
4. Height of target 1st 20,000 ft., 2nd 24,000 ft.
5. Destruction of 2nd target is claimed - category 1. This 
kill is also claimed by A.A. defences.
(C. in C. Nore, 141258A to Admty.)

Enemy A/C 
claimed 
shot down. 
(Contd.)

(G. in C. Plymouth, 141321A, 141829A.) 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 141511A.)
(V.A. Dover, 141709A, 141839A.)

Request you will sail submarines from Lerwick 
to patrol in accordance withp.o.(s) 04318/182 
dated 6th January 1944 as follows.
(1) SEANYMPH at 1000A/16th through 090° Muckle 

Plugga 10 miles and route 0 to 065" 30' thence through 066"
31’ 010" 42’.
(2) STUBBORN at 180QA/16th Jan. through 090" Muckle Plugga 15 
miles and route 0 to 064" 25' thence through 064" 41’ 008" 51' 

(Capt. (S) 9, 141413A to S.O. S/M Lerwicx.)
Positions of submarines at 0800/15th and movements for the following 24 hours.

A) VENTURER as in my 131801.
B) STRATAGEM 61" 05' N. 00" 30* W. probably on surface for Lerwick.

(c) UNSWERVING and TAKU probably on surface approaching Shetlands from north-east.
(D) TELEMACHUS (P.231) 63" 50’ N. 02" 35’ E. dived by day 
through 64" 19' N. 03° 10’ E. to patrol in vicinity 65" 24’ N. 01" 20’ E.

(P.0.(S), 141637A to Admty.)

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

S/M Patrols.

Mining.
Portsmouth. One magnetic mine detonated by LL in approx. 125" 

8.8 miles from Nab Tower.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 141759A and 151750a .)

Enemy
Destroyer
armaments.

Enemy Intelligence.
Your 121532a . Armament of these destroyers has 
now been confirmed as normal, an error having been 
made by ourselves in cyphering.
(2) My 081752. Referring to gun armament should 
therefore read. (B) 4 guns, 2 forward and 2 aft. 
(C) 4 guns one forward and 3 aft.
(N.A. Stockholm, 141511 to D.N.I.)



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

229
14.1.1944.
Friday.

Casualties and Defects.
KRIEZIS. KRIEZIS damaged in collision will be late in

sailing. Hope to get her to sea 1200/15th. 
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 141114A to C. in C. W.A.)

AJAX. The following defect has developed in AJAX.
Details.
2. It is understood that the work can be 
undertaken at Devonport and it is proposed to 

sail AJAX to arrive on 20th January.
3. To comply with Admiralty*s 121745 it is necessary that 
AJAX be ready to sail from Plymouth by 28th.
(C. in C. H.F., 141422 to Adrnty.)

Shipping and Convoys.
T.U. 6. (U.S.) Com. D/S 16 in PARKER plus KENDRICK,

LAUB, MCLANAHAN, BOYLE, MERVINE, DAVISON,
TILLMAN, T.U. 15.11 MCKENZIE sailing for T.U.6. 
(U.S.E.C.O. Londonderry, 140445 to C. in C. W.A.) 

Convoy sailed composed and escorted as in A.M. 091943A with 
following amendments. Add SANTO TERESA, delete MARINE EAGLE 
and GENERAL GEORGE SIMONDS routed as in A.M. 101851A.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 141124A to Admty.)

K.M.F.28. C. in C. W.A. 101503. Intend to sail Liverpool
portion including EASTWAY escorted by WREN 
1400A/15th to R/V with Clyde portion 270° Oversay 
6 miles at 1000A/16th.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 141045A to Admty.)

Request you will sail PRINCE ROBERT to R/V K.M.F.28 in 050° 10' 
N. 019° 35* W. at 1200A/18th. Admiralty 060814 refers.
(C. in C. W.A., 141213A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

H.X. 274.
ADHERENT
lost.

O.N.S. 27. My 141205A, para. 1. WEST KEENE sailed to
overtake.
(C. in C. W.A., 141413A to O.N.S.27.)

0.N.220. Owing to damage to fire-main due to an aircraft
accident in EMPIRE MCABE ship cannot embark 
A/C prior to sailing in 0.N.220.
(F.O.C.T., 141510A to Admty.)

K.M.S.39. C. in C. W.A. 111415A. KILBIRNIE delayed. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 142114A to C. in C. W.A.)

/U.R.105 ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

U .R. 105 .

S h ip p in g  and C onvoys -  C on td .

Your 141212A. Hove t o  061° 4 6 ' N. 015° 52 ' W. 
2 6 0 ° ,  2 . P a r te d  c o n v o y  17 00 , 061° 46* N. 015 
4 8 ' W ., 2 9 5 ° ,  3 . STRATHELLA p a r te d  com pany 
1 3 th  ( ?  a t )  0 8 0 0 . W eather 6852 8859 .
(VELETA, 142115A t o  C. in  C. W .A .)

O .N .S . 27 . (A ) 1 4 0 0 Z /1 4 . (B ) B .5 . HAVELOCK, VOLUNTEER, 
WARWICK, VIMY, BUTTERCUP, LAVENDER, KRIEZIS, 
M .A.C. EMPIRE MCMAHON. R escu e  S h ip  FASTNET 
B/F  R /T . ( G) 4 0 .
(C . in  C. W .A ., 142227Z t o  C. in  C. C .N .A .)

S .C . 151 . DEVERON v f i l l  p r o b a b ly  be r e q u ir e d  t o  s a i l  
p .m ./1 8 t h  t o  j o i n  S .C .151 .
(C . in  C. W .A ., 142228A t o  F .O .G .M .A .)

0 .S .C .6 5 /  
K .M .S . 39.

9 lut/Vs. Names and d e s t in a t i o n s .  
(N .C .S .O . C ly d e , 142312A t o  A d m ty .)
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FOREIGF STATIONS.

Forth Atlantic.
ATHABASKAN, ASHANTI, METEOR are to proceed Horta 
for fuel and are to have priority over WOODPECKER 
and GLENARM.
(2) WOODPECKER, GLENARM are to proceed Horta or 
lie to outside territorial waters until destroyers 
have left.
(3) COTILLON is in Pont a Delgada defective there
fore not more than 2 destroyers are to be in

harbour at same time.!4) Further instructions for destroyers follow.5) S.B.N.O. pass toN.C.S.O. San Miguel (Ponta Delgada).
F.O.G.M.A.140025A)

Your 140025/ METEOR insufficient fuel to reach Horta 
being detached to Ponta Delerada. ASHANTI proceeding Horta, 
E.T.A. 2330/14.

(ASHANTI, 140515A to F.O.G.M.A.)
/ re ATHABASKAN, ASHANTI & METEOR to proceed to Horta etc. 
ASHANTI 140515A- E.T.A. Ponta Delgada 1500A/14. Request 

you will inform B.N.A. Lisbon and British Consul Ponta Delgada. 
Have one rating broken leg requiring operation to set on arrival. 

(METEOR, 140613A to S.B.N.O. Azores.)
Your 140025. Request you will verify orders in para. 1 

to proceed Horta. This conflicts with your 131852.
(D.D.O.D.(H), 140748A to F.O.G.M.A.)
Your / 140515 proceed to Ponta Delgada; destroyers will be 

required to sail p.m/today 14th.
(F.0.G.M.A.140815A to ASHANTI)
/ H.M.S. METEOR insufficient fuel detached to Ponta 

Delgada - ASHANTI proceeding Horta.
ATHABASKAN arrived 0900 G.M.T. 14th. Request sailing orders 
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada 140912C to B.N.S.O. Azores.)
My 140025 para.1. ATHABASKAN, METEOR and ASHANTI 23rd. to 

ponta Delgada to fuel.
(F.O.G.M.A. 140915 to Aamty.)
Orders for proceeding to join KING GEORGE V escorted by 

MAURITIUS, ANTELOPE, ANTHONY and BRILLIANT. When H.F. 
destroyers have joined Gibraltar destroyers will part company 
and proceed Gibraltar. MAURITIUS on relief by GLASGOW will 
part company and proceed Gibraltar.

(Fio.G.M.A.141301A)ASHANTI arrived 1300 G.M.T. 14th. METEOR waiting outside. 
ASHANTI intends to proceed on completion on fuelling at about 
19 30A . in company ATHABASKAN. METEOR following when fuelled.

(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 141309^
Arrival WOODPECKER at Horta 141557Z.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 141701Z)
ATHABASKAN sailed 1505 G.M.T. 14th ASHANTI at 1925, METEOR 

at 2145. Local R/V arranged.
(N.C.S.O. Ponta Delgada, 141957)

ATHABASCAN, 
ASHANTI, 
METEOR, 
WOODPECKER, 
GLENARM.

PIP3N0S. Your 132220A. Proceed on the surface with all
despatch to Gibraltar so as to arrive in daylight 
hours 15th Jan.
Total bombing restrictions arranged.

Estimate Fleet Unit escorted by 3 destroyers pass close to 
PIPINGS on easterly course at 1000 today speed 18 knots. U/B 
estimated east of 010 oegs. J.
(F.O.G.M.A.140027A to PIPINOS)' Steer /...



MOST SECRET.

7/ar D ia ry .

232
14.1.1944,
F rid ay .

FOREIGN STATIONS,

P IP  BIOS. 
(C on td .)

North A t la n t ic .

S teer  fo r  p o s it io n  054 degs. N« 008 degs. 30* W. 
thence to  Casablanca by Q.B.A. 102 to  a r r iv e  a.m. 
15th in d a y lig h t. Acknowledge fo rth w ith  by 
s ign a l p re fix e d  immediate.
(F.O.G.M.A.141551A to  PIPINOS (R ) C.M.S.F.
Comfairwing 15)

Your 1410(?12)k. A r r iv e  p o s it ion  034 degs. N. 008 degs. 30* W. 
at 150300. Thence E .T .A . Casablanca 150900A by Q .B .A .102. 
Request p i lo t  o f f  Casablanca as number 1 o f  F o l ie  435 is  on ly  
(co rru p t group) chart held .
(PIPINOS, 141445A to  F .O .G .M .A .)

PIPINOS has not answered any s ign a l and has not acknowledged 
s ign a l d iv e r t in g  her to  Casablanca. Submarine may th e re fo re  be 
in 036 degs. 04’ N. 009 degs. W. or 036 degs. N. 007 degs. 40' W. 
at 2000/14th. My 141053A para. 2 r e fe r s .

(F.O.G.M .A. 141619a to  S itu a tion  rep ort f o r  Area XA)
P a tro l c r a ft  474 s a i ls  from Casablanca 2200A/14th to  escort 

you to  Casablanca. Convoy^in 034 degs. N. 008 degs. W. from 
2000A/14th ( ?30) 36.12 knots bound G ib ra lta r .

(F.O.G.M .A. 141943A toPEPINOS)

U/B sunk 
o f f  A qu ilas  
Spanish 
f is h in g  
v e s s e l 
bombed.

My 140100.

Cartagena rep o rts , T .0 .0 . 131810. Adm iral Baste 
informed me "today that though the Germans 
dec la re  having lo s t  U/B o f f  A qu ilas  n igh t Jan. 
Bth/9th n e ith e r  f is h in g  boat nor Spanish 
d estroyer CHURRUCA found signs o f U/B nor su rvivor: 
and (2 ) death o f Denia fisherman probab ly  caused 
by German plane my 130930 r e fe r s .  /
(S .O . ( I )  G ib ra lta r , 140100A)
/ Report from A qu ilas th a t U/B sunk.

A l l  o f f i c e r s  rep o rt an A/C bombed Spanish f is h in g  
v e s s e l at 0630/10th 2 m iles  o f f  Denia, 4 k i l l e d ,  1 su rv ivo r .
(2 ) (?German Twin engined bomber crashed on beach 10 km. North 
o f Denia same day at 1630.
( S .O . ( I )  Gibraltar, 1415c 7a )

THEODORE
PARKER

(Damaged)

3 S/til’ s
encountered,

A rr iv ed  Horta.
(S .B .N .O . A zores , 141342Z)
(0 .N .218)

F o llow in g  is  a r e p e t it io n  o f C .T .G .2 1 .16’ s 140418/1 
addressed F.O.G.M.A. C. in 0. ’V.A. beg ins: Sncountl
ered 3 SA ls on course 000 degs. speed 7 in 044 
degs 44’ N. 021 degs. 17’ W. L e f t  2 destroyers 
on con tact. p/T a l l  concerned. Ends.
(F.O.G.M .A. 140631A to  Admty. G. in C. 7/.A. 0* in CJ 
Plymouth, H .Q .C .C ., VIOLET, C. in C. U.3. F le e t )
/ N .T. in  V/.R".

T . G. 21.11. Task Group 21.11 U-S.S, 
and UPSHUR a rr iv ed . 
(C .M .S.F. 141100)

MISSION BAY, GREER, TAI

ABOYNS,
deveron

Cancel my 121235Z /• . Proceed to  Horta.
(S .B .N .O . Azores, 141135Z to  DEVERON)
/ Proceed to  Ponta Delgada w ith  ABOYNE.

Your / . . .



MOST SECRET.

War Diary.

FOREIGN STATIONJ.

233
14.1.1944. 
Friday.

North. Atlantic.

ABOYNz,, Your 1212352* not received (your 1411352 refers.)
DGVERON. (DEVERON 1413552 to 3.B.N .0.Azores. ) +
(Contd. ) * Instructions for DEVERON to proceed Ponta Delgada

3.T.A. 18002/15th ABOYNE in company weather report 
5872 1147.
(DEVERON 1423072.)

+ Signal cancelling 121235.

Fuelling at On 13th January no less than 7 H.M.3hips were
Ponta Delgada. ordered by various authorities to fuel at Ponta

Delgada. Despite the fact that COTILLON was al
ready there.
2- Considerable confusion is arising out of lack 

of early information of ships proceeding to fuel in Azores apart 
from international complications with Portuguese due to lack of 
warning for ships proceeding to Ponta Delgada.
3. As 3.B.N.O.Azores is not in possession of all operational 
information request you ill consult rne before diverting ships 
to fuel at Azores and instruct Western Approach Escort Groups 
to endeavour to comply also. I will then concert arrangements 
ith 3.B.N.O.Azores*

(F.O.G.M.A. 141211A to C. in C.V/.A.)

3/k disabled. Aircraft reports 3/M attacked and disabled in 045°
15* N. 019° 57* W * at 1412062. Aircraft instructed 
to carry homing proce-dure 0.
(3.B.N.O.Azores 1413362 to NENE, (R) G* in C.V/.A.)

*

S3.COBETAS» My 111545 to C.C•3.0.Gibraltar. 33. COBETAS due
MONTE NARANCO* Ceuta 16th and 33. MONTE NARANCO due Cadiz 15th.

Request both ships be sent in for examination. 
(A.C.N.3.(F) 141542A to F.O.G.M.A.)

South Atlantic.

CAMBRIA _ Sailed 1700 for lat. 035° 39’ 18" 3. 054° 07* 14"
(Cable ship). W. escorted by Brazil escort vessel 0.8.4 (GURUPA). 

(B.R.L.O.Montevideo 1419252.)

33. MONTS 
NAVAJO 
(Spanish).

Left Buenos Aires 7th January for Las Palmas. Re * 
package for German Consul 1st Port of Call.
(3«0.I. Buenos Aires 142313.)
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M e d i t e r r a n e a n .

S/M r e p o r t .  Froai L ’ AJACCIENNE. One u n i d e n t i f i e d  subm erged  
su b m a r in e  i n  4 0 . 0 4  N . , 0 8 . 0 5  B.
( A l g i e r s  W/T 1 4 0 8 1 0 . )

A i r  r e p o r t s ^  D a i l y  Opsum 252 - 1 3 /1 4  J a n u a r y .  2 Y / e l l i n g t o n s
s u c c e s s f u l l y  l a i d  4  m ines  in  P o r t o l a g o  Bay L e r o s .  
(I!. v i«R .A .F.iii.E» 1 4 1 0 14Z* )
D a i ly  Opsum 261 - 1 2 / 1 3 t h  Jan . 2 Y/ 1 l i n g t o n s
s u c c e s s f u l l y  l a i d  2 m ines  in  P o r t  K a lim n o  and 
one in  Naxos H a rb o u r .  1 mine h u n g -u p .
(H ••<*. d . n . * .  M. E. 1 41 413Z . )

L
SS. CAJV1ELIA. My 071557C . L S w e d is h  S a lv a g e  281  A s s o c i a t i o n  

A r e p o r t  CAMELIa ' s p o s i t i o n  one m i l e  w e s t  o f
S a l o n i k a  H a /b o u r .  E n d e a v o u r in g  t o  pump e n g in e  
room  d r y .  V e s s e l  in  b a l l a s t  a t  t im e  o f  e x p l o s i o n .  

2 .  L lo y d s  A g en t  h e r e  s t a t e s  S w e d is h  L e g a t i o n  s o  f a r  s t i l l  u n a b le  
t o  o b t a i n  d e c i s i o n  f r o m  Turks r e g a r d i n g  tow a ge  t o  I s t a n b u l  and 
perm anent r e p a i r .
( 3 . 0 . 1 .  I s t a n b u l  1 4 1 1 0 5 C .)

TERMAGENT,
TENACIOUS,
KEMPENFELT.

S h ip s  i n  y o u r  13 0 9 2 1  w ere  a l l o c a t e d  t o  Med. b y  
A.M . 302331  D ec .  C- i n  G. AF* 09 0 5 4 0  a l s o  r e f e r s .  
(F .O .L .E .M .  141216B  t o  B . S - 1 . )

STORE. R ou te  f o r  p r o c e e d i n g  t o  B e i r u t ,  and a r r a n g e m e n ts .
(C a p t .  3 . 1  141523B  t o  STORM, (R ) N. and A i r  
A u t h o r i t i e s ,  S IC K L E .)
See amendment 151015B .

COLOMBO. I n te n d  t o  s a i l  COLOMBO a t  a p p r o x .  2 1 3 0 A /1 4  f o r
Oran ( r o u t e  e t c . )
(Comnob Oran 141545A  t o  Comnob O ra n , (R ) C* i n  
C.M ea. A d m t y . )

Aam ty. 1 02 305  (hu3h M /3 )  r e f e r s .
(F .O .G 'M .A *  1 4 2 3 4 7 A . )

N o te .  D e la y  in  c i r c u l a t i o n  r e g r e t t e d  due  t o  r e f s ,  r e q u i r i n g  
c o r r e c t i o n .

WAR3PITE. A .M . 111728  J a n u a ry .  Y/AR3PITE i s  to  j o i n  M .K .F .
27A o f f  G i b r a l t a r  and p r o c e e d  t o  U .K. F i n a l  
d e s t i n a t i o n s  w i l l  be s i g n a l l e d  l a t e r .  
( A . C . N . S . ( f )  1 4 1 6 5 9 A .)

F l e e t  The f o l l o w i n g  r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n  o f  F l e e t  D e s t r o y e r s
D e s t r o y e r s .  i s  in t e n d e d  ( d e t a i l s ) .

3 .  Date o f  r e - o r g a n i s a t i o n  w i l l  p r o b a b l y  be  a b o u t  
2 8 t h  F e b r u a r y .
(C. i n  C.M ea. 041 742  t o  Med. S t a t i o n . )

/ C i r c l i n g . . .
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Mediterranean - Gontd.
Evidence to support my 171604*Dec. is as follows. 
A.M. 042020+ refers circling torpedoes were known 
to have been dropped in three air raids at Naples, 
but no ships were hit and no subsequent explo
sions heard at sea*

2. One torpedo floated ashore two days after one raid, which 
was towed off and exploded by rifle fire.
3. Two torpedoes were reported sighted in Naples Bay on another 
occasion, but subsequent search failed to find them.
4. M.L.126 had bow blown off through colliding with an object 
floating almost submerged considered to be a spent circling 
torpedo my 5328/Med. 427/7/2 of 29 Dec- refers.
5. U.3« L.3.T. 242 (N.O.I-C. Naples 022138 Dec. 1943 says L.C-T. 
242) had stem blown off by a floating object almost definitelya spent circling torpedo.
(G. in C.Med. 14l7rt5.)
* re Girding torpedo raid on Naples.
+ re Requesting information to support statements in 171604 Dec.

War Diary.

Circling 
torpedoes.

4. 8 Jan. 4 partisan boats successfully landed stores Dalmatian coast.
(G* in C.M.E. 141835B.)

DRACHE sailed from Piraeus for Milo p.m. 13th. 
German troops on board.
(Gapt. 3.1 141934B to 30K0L.)

1. TYRIAN and GRENVILLE patrolled Ancona to Pesaro 
during night llth/l2th Jan. nothing sighted due 
to fog, following night BLACXMORE and LEDBURY 
patrolled Drvevotk to Zirje Island nothing sighted 
2« Between 6th and 10th Jan. coastal forces have 

carried out night sweep among the islands off Dalmatian coast without incident.
3. 33* LENDELL PHILIP and ST. MAXIME were in collision off Gape
Bon at 2335/13. 3T. MAXIME later sank.
4. UNTIRING reports torpedoing and sinking one boarding lighter 
in 014° 13' N. 009° 29' E. at 1135/6th Jan.
5. (7DZIK) reports obtaining at least one hit and probable 
sinking of 6000 tons M-3. (merchant ship intended) 039° 42* N. 
026° 02' E« on 7th Jan. She sank Greek schooner ELENI by demo
lition charge the following day in 039° 37* N» 025° 43’ E. and 
sank a 30 ton caique by demolition charge on 9th in 038° 25' N. 
025° 21’ E.
(C. in G.Mea. 142129A.)

C.'T.G. 21. II« When ready for sea ana not later than 16th Jan.
depart Casablanca and operate against submarines 
now west of Portugal moving south and southwest. 
Cominch 141536.
(G- in C.Lant 1421o3 to C.T.G. 21*11.)

Balkan Sitrep 
No. 59.

DRACHE.

Situation 
Report 272-



MOST SECRET

War Diary
14.1.1944 
FrId ay•

FOREIGN STATIONS•

Operations 
by BILLOW.

East Indies.

Departure Khor Kuwai 3ILL0V/ 1545 G-M.T. Jan. 13th 
E.T.A. Muscat 1300 G.M.T/14. After arrival
Muscat will return Khor Kuwai after carrying out 
thorough search of Coastline on return passage 
for possible enemy submarine shelters and inter-

U-Boats in 007° 4 0 ’ 3- 089° 15* E. 0208Z/11 after 
attaching she considered her movements compro
mised and is returning to Colombo.
(C. in C.E.P. 1404242.)
See later m^e. 1711022.

until reaching destination.
2. Further sailings of J.C. and C*J. convoy are 
to cease until further orders and Class D ships

(C- in C.E.P. 141336.)

Intend to sail from Suez a.m. 16 arriving Aden 
p.m. 19th Jan. E .T . •  Aden 1800C/20, C.~in C.E.p. 
090540 refers. Above programme necessitates 
certain boilers exceeding normal steam hours and

rogation of local shore authorities where possible 
(N.O.I.C. Hormuz 1403012.)

/

Bi-weekly 
U/B summary 
No. 17.

3ONAVATI. On passage to James reports ?intercepted by two

Dredger
situation.

Dredger Situation in India now serious. 
(C. in C.E.P. 1405042 to Adrnty. )

J.C/C. J. Ships of J.C.33 and joiners from intermediate 
ports are to proceed in convoy as already arrangedconvoys•

are to be released from those convoys forthwith** 
(C- in C.E.P. 1411542.) f

PATROLLER( 
Ferrying 
aircraft.)

On completion of discharge at Cochin PATROLLER 
will proceed to Fremantle for onward passage to 
U.3.A. Arrangements.

not less than 50;L of boilers of battleships and aircraft carriers 
will require cleaning on arrival Ceylon.
(V.A.I 143507B.)



War Diary.

33. THEODORE 
PARKER, 

CAITIFF.

FOREIGN STATIONS

America & West Indies
This precedes my 141737 to CAITIFF. THEODORE 
PARKER ha3 arrived Horta. Fuel permitting return 
St. Johns with TENACITY forthwith otherwise proceed 
Horta Azores. Report intentions. Pass to 
TENACITY. End3.
(F.O.N.F. 141749Z.)

Am carrying out north and south sweepa 10 miles apart to east
ward. Estimated position at 151000Z 047° 20’ N. 035° 00' W- 
request assistance of aircraft. Wind light variable sky over
cast drizzle barometer 1005 visibility moderate.
(CAITIFF 141856Z. )

Returning to St. Johns N.F*
(CAITIFF 141950Z.)

? 3/M. An A.3.V. contact possibly a S/M has been obtained 
in 044° 25' N. 085* 28' W. at about 04 30Z/14th.
(C. in C.C.N.A. 140651Z to G.B.7A.)

U/B estimate. (Cominch 141537Z. )

0.N.S.26. ■At 1520/14 sailed C0TUM3IA to join you and support 
speed 17 knots.
(F.O.N.F. 141640Z to S.E. O.N.3.26.)

SHAH. My 101845* unless loading necessitates calling
Sydney, change routeing SHAH (?to) Melbourne for 
onward routeing.
(Cominch 141740Z to Car. W.S* F.S&n Francisco.)
* re Sailing SHAH.

U.G.3.30. R.D.O.Washington pass to all less C.E.3.F. R.D.O.
New York pass to C.E.3.F. Sailing telegram part 1. 
Sail 1530/14th. Escort T.F. 63, LAN3DALE, KEITH, 
TOMICH, J.RICHARD WARD, 0TTER3TETTER, STOa T,

SETTSTROM, RAMSDEN, MITTS, RHODES, RICHBY, SAVAGE, MATTAPONI, 
T.C.I.(T)s. 505, 506, T.G. 21.13 CROATAN, BRECKENRIDGE, BARNEY, 
BiAKETEY, BIDDTE, 770 when CROATAN, MATTAPONI, T.C.I.(T)s. 505 
and '506 are in formation.
(P.D.Norfolk 141850.)

T.3.I.(T)s. It is a matter of urgency that the remaining
L.S.I.(T)s. nine in number, shrive in the U.K. as 
soon as possible. Any steps wHich can be taken 
to expedite the passage,: particularly of the 

last four, should be taken.
2. B.A.M.R. is requested to examine the possibility of escorting 
these ships to U.K. with Captain Class frigates who have com
pleted their work up, some delay to the latter being accepted.
3. When this is possible, B.A.D* is requested to arrange for the 
ships to be sailed unescorted to Bermuda from the Canal area* 
(D.O.D.(H) 141928A, 151457A to B.A.D. B.A.M-. 1.)

/T0UI3...
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America & Test Indies - Conta.
pb «
LOUIS (Casualty report?) 247 gross tons en route Miami
HKBERT. for San Juan Puerto Rico reported to be

(?abandoned) 16th January off Nejfi east Coast 
Dominica. All hands saved.
(N.3.H.Q. 172048.)

5 U/Bs Admiralty pass*to Comnaveu and H.Q.C.C*
attacked. Para. A. BLOCK ISLAND destroyers attacked 3

Subs area 44.45 N. 21.20 W« night 13/I4th. 
(Cominch 142053.)# Passing action being taken by

Salvage In view of Salvage situation developing as re-
areas. 3ults of winter weather conditions, suggest that

consideration be given to dividing North Atlantic 
into Salvage areas each command automatically 
to take necessary action with respect to cas
ualties originating in its area.

* Further suggest that S.B.N.p.Azores having a central position 
be included in such a plan and have adequate salvage facilities at his disposal.
3. In the event of a command being unable to take action, 
assistance would be sought from the command bes't placed to deal with the situation.
(N.3.H.Q. 142252Z to Admiralty.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
S/M attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/l4th.
& sighting Para. A. 1. A/C A/59 attacked U/B at 1403/13th
summary. Jan. in 47c 37' N. 16° 15* W*

2* A/C L/172 attacked U/B at 2225/l3th Jan. in 
44° 20* N. 20° 4 5 ’ W-
Para. B. 1. A/C reported U/B contact at 0651/14th 
Jan. in 44° 25’ N. 33° 28’ W.
(D.D.I.C. 141053Z.)

Submarines Reported.
U-Boat estimates.
(D.D.I.C. 141431A, 141432A.)
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Operation 
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Adriatic.

Aegean.
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3 1TUA T IOliF^PORT.

15.1.1944. 
Saturday.

Home Commands.

1. The Flag of Rear-Admiral C.F.Harris (F.0.0- 
Reserve Fleet) was hoisted today in MALAYA in the 
Clyde.

2* Convoy J-Y/.55A ha3 met heavy weather today and 
appears to be scattered. OBDURATE of the destroy 
escort failed to meet it in position C at 1700 
and returned to Ceidisfjora, and Capt. D.26 has 
sent SAVAGE and 3T0RD on the reverse Convoy. Route 
to search.

Mediterranean.

3. A 300 ft. merchant ves el was hit with a 1000 
lb. bomb by Kittyhawks at Sibenik today and was 
left burning. T o vessels believed to be M-T.Bs. 
were also attacked; one received a direct hit and 
the other was gunned.
TYRIAN, TUMULT and GRENVILLE swept the Istrian 
coast last night from Pola to 45° 30* N. No 
shipping was encountered, but Rovigno was shelled 
in poor visibility which prevented results from 
being seen.

4. 3IBYL reports a 200 ton schooner sunk on 8th 
and a 30 ton caique disabled on 9tn off Cape Baba 
(Turkish coast north of Lesbos.)
Middle East aircraft have during'the past few days 
operated with considerable success against 
shipping attempting to supply the enemy occupied 
islands in the Aegean. Details are given in the 
Middle East Air Commanique of 16th January. 
Y/ellingtons laid 4 mines last night in the 
approaches to Rhodes Harbour.
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3a turd a.v«

s i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t .

5. In addition to the Japanese cruiser which 
TALLY HC sank on 11th during her patrol she also 
sank a 6000 ton merchantman today in 10.45 N. 
93.08 E* (about 60 miles south of Port Blair, 
Andaman Is.)

China.
6. U*3.Mitchells operating in the South China Sea 
today sank a gunboat in the Hongay area and a 
vessel in the Swatow area.

Americe A Vest Indies.

* 1#

7. The escort carrier SHAH sailed from San 
Francisco today for Cochin via Melbourne, to join 
the Eastern Fleet.
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HOME COMMANDS.

F.O.O.
R eserve
F le e t .

P o l i c y .

F lag  o f  R ea r-A d m ira l.. 0 . F. H a rr is  h o is te d  in  
MALAYA.
(MALAYA 150900A to  Adm ty.)

AMETHYST, 
BLACK SWAN, 
TUSCAN 
f o r  Med.

S a ile d  w ith  Convoy K .M .F.28 and to  j o in  Command 
o f  C. in  C. Med.
(F . O .I .C . G reenock 152248A to  Adm ty.)

BELLONA,
GAMBIA.

C. in  C .H .F . i s  requ ested  t o  s a i l  BELLONA f o r  
Plymouth as soon as ready  f o r  s e r v ic e  to  r e l i e v e  
GAMBIA.
2. On r e l i e f  GAMBIA i s  to  g iv e  4 days le a v e  t o  
each watch and then be s a i le d  to  jo in  E astern  F le e t  
(V .C .N .S . 151038A to  C. in  C .H .F .)

T raw lers
fo r
Azores.

A.M. 221545 D ec. C. in  C.W.A’ s 0 3 1 3 2 1 /ja n . 
In ten d  s a i l in g  KINGSTON AGATE ( 3 . 0 . )  and MAZURKA 
1400A/16th Jan to  A z o re s . E. T .A . 1400A /23rd.
(F .O .I .C .  L iv e r p o o l 151247A t o  S .B .N .O . A z o r e s .)

O p era tion s .

O p eration  J.W .56A. Tankers NOREG and SAN ADOLPHO have f o l l -
F.W. owing cargo  f o r  A dm ira lty  a cco u n t . O i l .  D e t a i l s .

(D .T .D . 150318A to  S .B .N .O . North R u s s ia .)
Intend p r o c e e d in g  w ith  F orce  1 p a ss in g  Hoxa Gate 
a t 0940A tom orrow.
( C .S . l .  151119A t o A .C .O .S . )

J .W .56 B. 1. (A) C lose  e s c o r t .  WESTCOTT (S .O .)  WHITEHALL, 
RHODODENDRON, OXLIP. (B) L o ca l e s c o r t .  WRESTLER, HONEYSUCKLE.
2 . Ships are  to  a r r iv e  A u ltb ea  b e fo r e  dark January 18th  and are 
to  come under o rd e rs  o f  V .A .2  on a r r iv a l .

(C . in  C.W.A. 151129A to  V .A .2 , N .O .I .C . G reen ock .)
O peration  F.W. P a r a .6. ( d ) .  I f  c ircu m stan ces  perm it in ten d  

to make sh ort v i s i t  t o  H v a lf io r d  in  KENT about 24th  January.
( C .S . l .  151131A and 171206A to  A .C .I .C .)
E .T .A . Skaale F iord  161200A. Request onward ro u te .
(CYGNET 151210A to  N .O .I .C . F a r o e s .)
Scapa a r r iv a l  MUSKETEER.
(A .C .O .S . 151235A to  F.O. Humber.)
P o s it io n  a t  152102A. J.W .56A, CYGNET. 067° 0 6 ’ N. 010° 4 2 ’ 

W. 053° 9 i  k n o ts . HARDY and 7 d e s tro y e rs  066° 27 ' N. 012° 12 ’ W. 
053° 16 k n ots .

(A .C .I .C . 151336A to  S h ip s .)
J.W .56A. D e s t in a t io n s  o f  l o c a l  e s c o r t s  on r e l i e f  by  d e s tr o y 

e rs  e s c o r t  READY and ORESTES to  S k a a le f io r d , WALLFLOWER and 
BORAGE to  Londonderry .

(V .A .2  151504A t o H . F . )   ̂ a . u4 . _
F o llo w in g  sh ip s  o f  J.W.56A can be a cce p te d  in  W hite Sea p o r t s .

/ a) D e s t in a tio n  (lo k a n k a ) tanker SAN ADOLFO. (b )  D e s t in a t io n  
L v L n m i V w o p ?  kllvw  -WIRE PLOUGHMAN. ( c )  D e s t in a t io n  Molotcvs 
fwSm v iu * D E P ^ E  ^EDWIN L DRAKE, CHARLES SCRIVENER, JOSEPH N.

S v S  jchT a .QUITMAN, WOODM** L  PJBHia ana 
? S r ’ a “ ® X H L 0 : “ . MO rep la cem en t, re q u ire d  *m even t o f
c a s u a lt ie s .  _A tt -ri >
(S .B .N .O . A rchangel 151629A t

/R o s y t h . .
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Operations.
Operation Rosyth arrival MAHRATTA at 1715, departure MAHRATT
F.W. at 1820.
(Contd.) (c. in 0. Rosyth 151822A to F.O.I.C. Humber.)

Your 151336. OBDURATE failed contact J.W.56A at 
position G. by 1700/15th and returned to Seidis- 
fjord. Am sending SAVAGE and STORD on reverse 

"Red” route to search. (?Failing) contact by 0600/l6th am proceed 
ing escort on "Red" route to longitude 008° W. on assumption 
convoy has passed.
(Capt. D.26 152357A to A.C.I.G.)

Operations
"Overlord"
and
"Rankin".

As requirements of small craft for"Overlord"and 
RANKIN cannot nearly be met according to present 
information, a committee has been formed.
(a) To ascertain our present resources of certain 
small craft.
(b) To screen demands and ensure no overlapping 
occurs in planning.

(c) To recoimiend allocation of available craft.
3. Request you will make reports to arrive Admiralty not later 
than 22nd January, giving following information where applicable 
to your Command.

(Head of M.II. 151221A to C ’s in G. and A.G.O. S. )

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

(V.A. Dover 151623A.)

S/M. Positions of S/Ms. at 0800/16th and movements for
Patrols. following 24 hours.

(A) VENTURER on patrol vicinity of 61° 25’ N. 03° 
55’ E.
(C) TELEMACHUS on patrol vicinity 65° 24’ N. 01°

20'* E(D) STUBBORN sails 1800/16th through 090° Muckle Flugga 15 miles
'  '  . «  _  n  __  i . r \ ____ __ . « ____ •  __  . .and 62 or towards 64° 25* N. 04° 12* E. probable on the
surface 10 knots.(E) SEANYMPH sails Lerwick 1000/16th through 090° Muckle Flugga 
10 miles and 62° N. 01° E. towards 65° 30* H. 05° 44’ S. probably 
on the surface 10 knots.

(F. O.S. 151714A to Admty. )

Operation 
"Stonewall".

Your 141211. 1. It is always my policy to fuel
ships at sea rather than at Azores when situation 
allows.
2. (a) No escorts were ordered by me to fuel at
Ponta Delgada on or immediately proceeding Jan.13th

(b) S.O. E.G.6 in his 131840 stated his intention of fuelling 
EDMUND3T0N and LUNENBURG at Ponta i>elgada but this was not approv 
by me. Had it beainecessary to do so arrangements would have been 
made through you.(c) S.B.N.O. Azores was requested in Tier 111517 to indicate at 
which port ship of B.l E.G. should fuel.
(C. in C.W.A. 152220A to F.O.G.M.A.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

NorthRussia.

Enemy Air Activity.
German Air Force activity Jan. 1st to 14th as 
reported by Russians. Details.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 151048A to C. in C.H.F.)

PRINCE 
BAUDOUIN.

Casualties & Defects.
At 2300/13 in Oban convoy anchorage dragged anchor 
and collided with SS. CANTAL sustaining damage.
All damage above water line. Ship seaworthy. Dockyard assistance will be required to repair. 
(PRINCE BAUDOUIN 151114A to Admty.)

AJAX. Your 141422. Confirmed that AJAX can be taken 
in hand at Devonport on 20th January.
(D.O.D.H. 151652A to C. in C.H.F.)

WHITEHALL. Defective port and starboard ahead manoevring 
valves require an excessive effort to control. A 
minimum of six days is required for necessary
repairs. It is understood that ship cannot be spared for this work now. It is strongly recommended that repair be undertaken as soon as ship can be spared.

(F.O.I.C. Glasgow 151841 to Admty. )

Unknown
ship.

Vessel ashore at Isle of Whitehom, Kirkudbright. 
Lifeboat launching and Isle of Whitehorn L.S.A. proceeding.
(C.G. Port Patrick 152308 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Following has been read. Ship stranded near
Burrow Head on rock. Want tug boat soon as possible. Forepeak badly damaged other tanks dry. Steering gear 

and rudder broken.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 152335Z to Admty.)

Troopships.
Shipping & Convoys.
Following is Summary No.22 of major troopship 
movements in and out of Clyde and Liverpool during- period to 8 February. Details.
(D.S.T. 150223A.)

O.N. S. 27. WARWICK sailed to overtake O.N.S.27.
(Cdre. D. W.A. 151103A to Admty.)
C.2 E.G. are to sail as soon as possible to join 
and support O.N.S.27. PRESCOTT is to sail with

O.S. 65/K.M.S.39 to rejoin 6th E.G.(C. in C.W.A. 151134A to PRESCOTT, C.2.)Ships which have not joined Convoy by 1500Z/16 are to 
return to the U.K.

(C. in C.W.A. 151609Z to O.N.S,27.)
Sailed ICARUS, GATINEAU, FENNEf, CHILLIWACK, FRIEZIS to 

overtake 0.N.S.27. ST.CATHERINES sailing 1800 to overtake. 
(Cdre. D.W.A. 151619A to Admty.)Proceed ahead at 16 knots to support 0.N.S.27.

(C. in C.W.A. 151703Z to ICARUS, GATINEAU.)
/O.N.220...
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Shipping A Convoys. - Contd.
0.N.220. In view of F.O.C.T’s 141510A, delay in sailing

EMPIRE MAGCABS can be accepted to complete repairs 
but only until a time that will enable her to 
join O.N.220 by dusk on 16th January.
(C. in C.W.A. 151234A to P.0.1.0. Greenock.)

0.S.66/ In view of delay in completing repairs to FENCER
K.M.S.40. she will not be sailed with E.G.C.2 to support

0.S.65. (2) It is intended that FENCER (S.O.) an
BITER should sail on* 24th January as an air group 
to provide fighter and A/S support for 0.S.66/ 
K.M.S.40.
(C. in C.W.A. 151237A to F.O.C.T. )

T.U.6. From position P.J. steer for new position
P.L. 52.29 N. 18.01 W. P.M. 49.18 N. 21.49 W. 
thence to P.E.
2. No amendment to stragglers route.
3. Ships straggling and unable to rejoin before 

reaching longitude 17° W. are to return to U.K.
(D. O.D.H. 151258A to Escorts T. U.6.)

0.8.65/ Non sailers, GUJARAT, EMPIRE CORMORANT, EMPIRE
K. M. S. 39. BUCKLER, H. M. S. FENCER.

(C. in C.W.A. 151331A to Escorts O.S.65/K.M.S.39.) 
Sailed BURZA (S.O.) ROSELY, VERITY, VIOLET, 
PRESCOTT, MEADOWSWEET, LOBELIA, KENILWORTH CASTLE, 

NORTHERN FOAM, ASPIRANT and EMINENT.
(Cdre. D. W.A. 151701A to C. in C.W.A.)

Sailed KILBIRNIE at 1800/15th speed 15 knots to overtake 
0.S.65/K.M.S.39 to comply with C. in C.W.A. 111415A. My 142114A
I * 6 f 6 P S  •

(N. O.I.C. Greenock 151804 to C. in C.W.A.)
Sailed ACONIT to overtake 0.S.65/K.M.S.39.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 152014A to C. in C.W.A.)
(A) 1415Z/15th. (B) B.3. TOWY, BURZA, VERITY, ORCHIS, 

NARCISSUS, LOBELIA, R03ELYS, ACONIT VIOLET, MEADOWSWEET, 
KENILWORTH CASTLE, NORTHERN FOAM, KILBURNIE. Rescue Ship 
MELROSE ABBEY. Tugs EMINENT and ASPIRANT. JOHN HOLT, SILVER 
MAPLE fitted H/F D/F. (C) 53 including H.M.S.ETHIOPIAN. Ten
break off with O.S.65.

(C. in C.W.A. 152029Z to F.O.C. W.Af., F.O.G.M.A.) 
K.M.S.39. 43 Ships. Names and destinations.
(C. in C.W.A. 152031Z to F.O.G.M.A.)

K . M . S . 2 8 .  PRINCE ROBERT is to pass Gate at 1015A/16th and
proceed through positions P.A. 180 Lizard Head 
3 miles. P.B.198° Lizard Head 14 miles.
P C 180° Bishop Rock 10 miles and thence with 

convoy K.M.S.28 at*1700A/17th estimated in 0536 00' N. 015° 05' 
steering 224° 12-g- knots. On joining PRINCE ROBERT to act under 
orders of C. in C.W.A. as A/A escort to Gibraltar.
(C. in C. Plymouth 151515A to PRINCE ROBERT.)

My 141045A. Sailed. , .
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 151659A to Admty.)

W

/Sailed...
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HOME COMMANDS.

15.1.1944.
Saturday.

Shippinp; & Convoys.
Sailed AMETHYST, BLACK SWAN, and TUSCAN additional 
escort for K.M.F.28 and to join Command of C. in C. 
Med.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 152248A to Admty.)

.28. Sailed Clyde portion in accordance with my 131634A 
I.C. Greenock 152314A to Admty.)

Cancel 0.N.219.
(C. in C.W.A. 151634Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic. *
KING GEORGE Request report on circumstances which led to 

V. KING GEORGE V ’s 121200 (unable to decypher
messages).
(Admty., 150457a to F.O.G.M.A.)

German U/B Verbal message received from British Consul 
reported at Cartagena via Master SS. HERMISTON that he had 
Cartagena. received report that German submarine was towed

into the port one night this week but no 
confirmation obtained.
(3) Further details being obtained.

(S.O.(l) Gibraltar, 151542.)
Comment by O.I.C.: U-Boat referred to is presumably the subject
of a press report of 13th Jan. that a U-Boat was sunk off 
Aquilas. only confirmation is by S.O.(l) Gib.'s 140100A to 
effect that Spanish Admiral had information that Germans had 
notified loss of a U-Boat off Aquilas on 8th Jan.
(W.D. Note; Para. (1) was contradicted by S.O.(l) Gib. 162131a )

Convoys
passing
Europa.
S.L. Convoy 
sailings.

Effect of para. (A) of A.M. 131739 may also 
have effect of shortening lay-over of Mediterra
nean escort which is already less than U.K. 
escorts as Med. escort cannot relieve U.K. 
escort in darkness. C. in C. Med. is requested 
to coianent further.
2. Concur in para. B.
(F.O.G-M.A., 151800.)
Delay of Atlantic escorts and lay-over at Gib.

ABOYNE, Arrival Horta DEVERON and ABOYNE 1703Z/15th.
DEVERON. (S.B.N.O. Azores, 151817Z.)

South Atlantic.
♦•preecar”
Patrol.

Commence patrol outward at 0600Z/16th. 
(N.O.I.C. W.Af., 151231Z to ABRUZZI, D'AOSTA, 
MONTCALM.)
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Mediterranean.
M.E. Balkan 1. Yugoslavia. Solta W.U.82 Island reported 
Sitrep No.60. occupied by enemy and attack against Brae

proceeding 11 Jan. Two landings made N.E. coast. 
Shelling of Sucuraj XV 51 on Hvar Island continued.
(C. in C.M.E., No T.0.0./15).

UNSPARING, UNSPARING patrol between Tenedos and lat. 039 degs.
UNRULY. 38’. UNRULY patrol between lat. 039 degs. 38* and

Cape Baba (Turkey).
(2) Both patrols to be close to Turkish 
territorial waters and submarines to be in positio

by noon 16th.
(3) Cancel my 150928B.
(Capt.(s) 1, 151241B to UNSPARING, UNRULY, (R) 1st S.L., 
F.O.L.E.M.).

STORM, Amendment to my I4l523l/-and 141531B.+
SICKLE. (Capt.(S) 1, 151015B).

/ Submarine route.
+ No Trace in Admiralty.

Convoy Estimate "Decade" was sighted at 1010/15. A/C
"Decade" heard but not seen.

(BERGAMOT, 151016A to C. in C. Med.).

SOKOL Proceed forthwith to patrol North Eastern Approach
to Doro Channel passing North of Santoisn and 
through Kinaros Channel to arrive not later than 
dawn/17th.
(Capt.(S) 1, 151223B to SOKOL, (R) 1st S/M.F. 
F.O.L.E.M.).

Special Intend sailing special convoy to Bizerta at
convoy. 1600/16 to relieve congestion at Augusta. 13

ships.
Escort WILTON.
(S.N.O.E.Sy., 151402A).

Flag of Flag of Rear Admiral T.H. Troubridge D.S.O. has
R.A.Troubridge. been hoisted in BULOLO to d ate from 12th Jan.

Request ENDEAVOUR haul down flag forthwith. Your 
141 258./ refers.
(S.O. Force fP' 151618A to F.O.L.E.M.).
/(No trace in W.R.).

SICKLE My 1301/18th. Route to Malta.
(S.O. S/Ms. Malta, 151816a ). Amended 161140.

/ Situation..
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Situation 1. M.T.Bs. destroyed a 200 ton Schooner in
Report No.273. Piskopi 036 degs. 25' North 027 degs. 22’ East 

during night 12th, 13th January.
2. L.C.G. with motor gunboats in support shelled 
Split during the night of 12th, 13th January.

3. Mines were laid by aircraft at Naxos night 12th, 13th 
January and in Leros night 13th, 14th January.
4. SIBYL reports sinking by gunfire 200 ton Schooner on 8th 
January and 30 ton Caique disabled 9th January off Cape Baba 
039 degs. 29* N. 026 degs. 05' E.
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East Indies.
KEREN,
ROYAL

SCOTSMAN.

I

KEREN and ROYAL SCOTSMAN are to be sailed to the 
Mediterranean as soon as convenient.
2. Presume ships will embark their Landing Craft 
and crews and will carry full Group Spares and 
Stores.
3. C. in C. Med. is requested to report 
destinations.
(D.O.D.(F), 150020A to C. in C.E.F.(S.E.A.C.).)

Bi-weekly No change.
U-boat (C. in C.E.F. 150331).
summary
No.18.

TRESPASSER Summarized report of P.312 (TRESPASSER) 2nd Far 
Eastern War patrol 26th December 1943 to 1 5 th 
January 1944.1400/1 sighted 500 tons Coaster towing barge 

southbound between Long Island and Elephant (014 degs. 22T 097 
degs. 46’). Unable to attack.
1500/5 in 011 degs. 37’ 092 degs. 53’ sighted Kagumaru Class 
seaplane carrier steering North close under land too far 
away for attack. Carrier did not enter Port 6lair but turned 
round off entrance and proceeded South.
0310/6th January sighted by A/S trawler and attacked with 6 
depth charges no damage.
6th, 9th and 11th January. Patrol of Blundell Island nothing 
sighted.10th January off Tavoy Island several Junks, Sampans and 2 diesel 
fishing trawlers sighted.
(Capt.(S) 4, 150612Z).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America £ West In d ie s .

Intend s a i l i n g  3MILAX, 8HIEL, STATICS ’/vith B. 6 
f o r  3 .C .1 5 1  BICKERTON, CONN, BYRON, LOUIS w ith  B. 
7 f o r  H.X. 275. Amend my 091840.
(F .O .N .F . 151324Z .)

No changes.
(N .3 .H .Q . 151525Z, Cominch 151527Z.)

Endurance p erm itt in g  recommend I t a l ia n  submarines 
you r 131809Z be rou ted  South o f  l a t .  30 N. between 
lo n g s .  20  and 60 ?/• so  th a t  minimum in t e r fe r e n c e  
w ith  A /3  C-V.E. groups w i l l  r e s u l t .  My presen t 
in te n t io n  is  t o  have a s u r fa c e  v e s s e l  R/V about 
200 m iles  3 .E . Bermuda and e s c o r t  S/Ms in .
(Comincn 151647 to  A am ty.)

P ro p o sa ls  f o r  c o n t r o l .  
(Admty. 151840A.)
See L ion Copy.

Postpone s a i l i n g  convoy C .K .l  u n t :1 22nd January. 
(Cominch 151847Z to  C .E .S .F . )

Para. A« TIMLAT U .3 .3 .R . 3unk from  Marine Causes 
North P a c i f i c  on 11th. BLOCK ISLAND D.D. Sound 
c o n ta c t  4 4 .3 0  N- 20-40  Y/. 141933Z.
Para. D. P-C. 1228 at 141524Z and Y.M.S. 338 at 
142200Z a tta ck e d  sound c o n t a c t s  v i c i n i t y  0 9 .2 0  N. 
80 V/.
(Cominch 152121Z .)

D e ta i ls  o f  convoy . 
(Cominch 152124Z .)

Away San Fran. 2130Z/15 SHAH f o r  Cochin v ia  
Melbourne ( r o u t e ) .
(Commorseafron 152338 .)



W ARN IN G : This Is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services

(* NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent n a One-Time Pad (“ O .T.P.") are excepted from this rule).

Fr o^^duiralty

!• Independent Merships. Would following control of zig-zagging "be acceptable*

(A) To be exorcised by Oantcntb Fleet ( G. & R .) fo r  U.3. areas and by Diverting 
Authorities either dircot or through Admiralty for British Areas*

(b) Zi g-sagging to be suspended in respective areas when ana where practicable by 
B.A.M.3. message from Ifcivy Department or from Admiralty at request of 
Diverting authority oonoerned,

( c ; Individual ship3 beoonipg threatened in a suspended area to resume zig-zagging 
by d irect order from Diverting Authority oonoomed who may also request 
Admiralty B.A.M.S. message ordering general resumption in  area.

(d) Basis of control to bo B.A.M.S, areas subdivided when desirable to 
looa lise  instructions,

(e) Route signals to indioate any portion cf route over which s h ip  in s tr it c te d  not 
to zig-zag,

( f )  Instructions issued by B.A.M.S, message to be summarised daily to U.S. 
and British Naval Authorities oonoerned.

2. I f  you aonour 0*A,II*S,I«203 repetition 203 w ill be amondod accordingly.
Your 201828 December re fers .

A.C.I4.S. (TO) (2) 
U.W.R.
• Capt. P im .
Ops. (2 ).
P lot.
O.D. (5 ).

15184-OA January
M E S G i i . G R

ssed Gententh Fleet (C. & R) 
I B.A.D, Washington

Date 1 5 .1 .4 4 .

G.G.M. (a )

151840a.

D.T.D. (172)
Approved A.O.N.S. (TO)

Ad, Bla’co.
U.G.IT, (3).

i
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U-BO-til GA MPAIGA .

3ub;na r  in es  A tta ck ed .

S/M' a t ta c k  
& s ig h t in g  
summary.

F o r  24 hours t o  0900Z/15.
Para . A. 1. A/C A/220 s ig h e d  U/B on s u r fa c e  a t  
0850/14th  January in  44 ° 4 2 ' N. 19° 2 3 ’ W-

3* A/C H/58 a tta c k e d  U/3 on s u r fa c e  C.O. 090° a t
2240/ l4 th  January in  45° 13 ’ ' N. 07° 52 ' V/.
4. A/C R/206 a t ta c k e d  J/B on s u r fa c e  0 «0 . 090° a t  1205/14th 
January in  45 ° 1 5 ' N» 19° 57* W.
P a ra . B. 1. F .3 .  L ’ AJACCIEimE r e p o r te d  submerged U/B a t 0810/14th 
January in  40° 04 ' N. 08° 0 5 ’ B. Ref*. A.M . 131120Z p a ra . B. 1 
s ig h t in g  now r e p o r te d  to  have been, a w h a le .
(D .D . I .C .  151127A.)

Submarines R ep o r ted . 

U -Boat e s t im a te s .
(D .D . I .C .  151416A, 151417A .)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Operation
F.W.

Home Commands.
1. Convoy J.W.56a is still somewhat scattered off the S.E. coast of Iceland; but the main body passed Position "C” at 1000A today; and at 2247A V.A.2 ordered Capt. D.26, who had left Seidisfjord in HARDY with five other destroyers at 1819a , to collect as many ships as possible before the Convoy passes 008“ w. where the Local Escort is to detach. C.S.l has post
poned the departure of Force 1 from Scapa until 0940A tomorrow at least.

Three Russian S/Ms are now patrolling in area 2A and also in those to the eastward along the northern Norwegian coast; and the weather has so far prevented any R/c of Alten Fiord.
CYGNET, originally S.O. of the Through Escort, has returned to the Faroes with her starboard engine out of action.

Captain 
class 
Frigates.

2. C. in C. W.A. considers that, in view of ’’grave shortcomings’* in the main armament of Captain class Frigates, any proposed use of these ships against a determined sir and light surface craft attack must be viewed with misgiving.

Conroy 
H.X.274. U-Boat 
attacked 
by BLICiH.

3. At 1123Z today the Frigate BLIGH of E.G. C.5 while escorting Convoy H.X. 274 about 300 miles North of the Azores attacked a U-Boat contact. 
The attack was followed by a loud underwater explosion and the appearance of oil and a large 
air bubble at 1145Z, after which contact could not be regained.

■f

2 U/Bs. sunk.

North Atlantic.
4. U.3. Escort Carrier GUADALCANAL reports that her aircraft sank 2 U-Boats at 1845 today in 40.30 N. 37.20 W. (300 miles west by north of Flores). At least 20 survivors were seen in the water.
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SITUATION REPORT,

16.1.1944.
Sunday.

South Atlantic.
5. F.O.C.W.Af. intends to withdraw the cruiser patrol in his area between 18th and 26th January, 
in order to ensure maximum available strength 
for the next moonlight period. Remote air patrol 
will continue.

Mediterranean.
6. Further attacks were made today by Kittyhawks 
in Sibenik and Pasman Channel, and two merchant ships were hit, one being left on fire. Zara harbour was also attacked.

A freighter was bombed at Savona by 16 U.S. Spitfire bombers, and bombs falling amongst oil 
storage tanks and on the docks.

Two destroyers patrolled from Durazzo to 
Valona last night, but sighted nothing. They 
shelled Durazzo.

V
East Indies.
7. East coast convoy sailings are to commence 
with C.J.13 leaving Calcutta 18th January and J.C.34 leaving Colombo on 20th January, and 
thereafter at 8 days' intervals.

8. SS. PERSEUS, Trincomalee to Calcutta, was torpedoed at 0515Z today in 12 N. 80.14 E. (off Pondicheri) and sank later.

9. SS. JALADUTA reports sighting a U-Boat off Reef Light Vessel at 0810 today in Calcutta area.
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SITUATION REPORT.

America and West Indies.
10. An unknown ship reported being torpedoed at 
0010 today in 52.35 N. 35 W. (about 550 miles 
S.E. of Cape Farewell).

Australia and New Zealand.
11. Q.H.Q.S.W.P. A. today reports that on the 
afternoon of an unspecified date (D.O.R. gives 
15th January, but W.D. considers 14th January 
to be intended)+36 Dauntless, 16 Avengers with 
73 fighters attacked shipping in Siaipson's 
Harbour, Rabaul, making 9 direct hits on 11 cargo 
vessels, and direct hits on a possible destroyer 
and a possible light cruiser. From 27 to 40 
enemy fighters were shot down. 10 Allied 
aircraft (6 pilots) were lost.

12. Before dawn today 5 Catalinas attacked a 
convoy of 11 ships heading south-east, 45 miles 
north-west of New Hanover. Three cargo ships 
were hit and crippled, one of which was later 
seen sinking and the other two on fire, with 
10 to 15 lifeboats in the area.

+ Air Staff state that the attack took place 
on 1l+th January.
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HOMi£ CO-u4AJOo.

Policy.

RODNEY. A.M. 102205. Pending further instructions RODNEY
is not to reduce complement beyond what has already 
been done.
2. V/hilst RODNEY is non-operatio'nal, special 

attention is to be jiven to training of ratings.
(A.C.IJ.3.H. 161306A~to C. in C.H.P. V.A.2. )

3/M Sane- Request S/M sanctuaries in Hebrides V/e3t and
tuaries. Donegal Bay area may be abolished forthwith.

(C. in C .V7• A . 161510A to Aamty.)

Trawlers for My 151247. Sailed KINGSTON AGATE, MAZURKA 
Azores. routed through 050° N. 014° W. 047° N. 021° V/*

042° N. 026° W. thence Azores.
(N.O.I.C. Liverpool 161625A to Admty. )

Operations.

(POLLY 160901A to A.C.I.C. M/S 18, CYGNET.)
8 Russian B/ils now manning area 2A and thus to eastward 

along Norwegian coast. Wild weather has orevented R/C Alten 
Fjord as yet.

(3.B.N.O.N.Russia 151016A to C. in C.H.F.)
Faroes arrival CYGNET.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes 161201A to H.F.)
J.W.56A passed position C at 1000A today. Inward (?bound) 

Merchant Ship present. P0.rPY and 4 merchant shios probably in 
vicinity. Weather 586 7 7747.

(SAVAGE 161317A to Cept. D.26.)
Position 2101A/I6th J.W.56A, RE«DY S.E. of Iceland position 

uncertain- SAVAGE, 3T0RD vicinity Vestrahorn.
(A.C.I.C. 161404A to Chips.)
CYGNET reports lubrication supply pipe carried away and 

consequently starboard engine out of action. Will require 
docicing. Propose sailing to 3caoa a.m. 17th* Propeller has been 
cleared.

(N.O.I.C. Faroes 161726A to A.C.O.S.)
Seidisfjord departure 1819A.

Capt. D.25 in HARDY, VENUS, OFFA, VIGILANT, VIRAGO, OBDURATE in 
c ompany•

(A.C.I.C. 162052A to S.B.IT.O.Murmansk*)
Your 161311. Collect as many ships as possible before con

voy passes 008° W • turning convoy back for a max. of 4 hours if necessary.
(V.A.2 162247A_to Capt. D.26.)
C. in C.H.F. 050701 para. 6B. In addition report number of 

ships in company.
(V.-1.2 162334A to M/3 18.)

/Operation...
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HOME C0,u/1ANDS.

Onerat ions -  Conta.

O peration  D/F b ea rin gs  a t  04172 in d ic a t e  U/B w ith in  7 5 ' o f
'•Stonewall"* 39° N* 15° W. I

(D -D .I .C . 160705A to  E sco r ts  K .X .1 3 , KING GEQRGE VJ 
PRINCE ROBERT s a i l e d  as in nv 151515*
(C- in  C-Plymouth 161049A to  C. in C.W.a . )  

D i s p o s i t i o n  at 162000.
1. PRINCE ROBERT 049° 58 ' N. 007° 17 ' W. 302° 12% kn ots .
2 . F le e t  Unit 045° 35* N. 017° 30 ' W* through 045° 5 2 ' N. 017°
30 ' W« thence  041° 24 ̂  k n o ts .
(C. in  C.Plymouth 161454A t o  Admty.)

7/hen ready f o r  s e r v i c e  F .O .I .C .  Greenock i s  req u e ste d  to  
s a i l  BLACK PRINCE f o r  Plymouth.
2. On a r r i v a l  a t  Plymouth, BLACK PRINCE is to be op era ted  under 
the ord ers  o f  C- in  C.Plymouth.

(V .C .N .S . 161756A to  F .O .I .C .  G reen ock .)

S/M P a t r o l s .  At 1410A/16th Jan. SEANYMPH l e f t  Lerw ick unescorteij 
and on the s u r fa c e  at  C .03 . d i s c r e t i o n  t i l l  w ith in  
60 m iles  o f  Norwegian Coast p ro ce e d in g  by  route 
"Orange" t o  065° 30 ' thence through 066° 3 1 ’ 010° 
42* E* to  p a tr o l  o f f  Bodo*
(3 .0*  3/M Lerw ick 161417A to 3 /M s .)

P o s i t i o n s  o f  submarines at 0800 /17th  and movements f o r  fo l lo w in g -  
24 hours.
A. VENTURER on p a t r o l  v i c i n i t y  o f  61° 25 ' N. 03° 55 ' E.
B. TELEMACHUS on p a t r o l  v i c i n i t y  o f  65° 2 4 '  N. 01° 20 ' E.
C. SEANYMPH 63° 2 2 ' N. 02° 4 4 ' E. through 65° 30 ' N- 05° 4 4 ' E. 
to  66° 30 ' N. 10° 4 2 '  E. thence to  p a t r o l  o f f  Bodo. P robably  on 
the s u r fa ce  u n t i l  w ith in  60 m iles  o f  Norwegian c o a s t .  Speed 10 
kno t s .
D. STUBBORN 62° 0 9 ’ N. 01° 1 1 ’ E. through 64° 2 3 ’ N. 0n° 1 3 ’ E. 
to  64° 41* N. 08° 4 9 ’ E. thence to  p a t r o l  o f f  Kya* P rob ab ly  on 
su r fa ce  u n t i l  w ith in  60 m ile s  o f  Norwegian c o a s t .  Speed 10 k t s .

( P .0 .3 .  161736A to  Admty.)
P ro ce e d in g  u n e sco r te d  and on the s u r fa c e  at C.Os. d i s c r e t i o n  

t i l l  w ith in  60 m ile3 Norwegian c o a s t  STUBBORN l e f t  Lerw ick  2103A/ 
16th J a n u a ry -p roceed in g  by rou te  "Orange" to 064° 2 5 ' through 
064° 4 1 ' 008° 51 ' E. to  p a t r o l  v i c i n i t y  Kya.

( 3 .0 .  3/M Lerw ick 162110A to  3/Ma . )

C oasta l (C. in  C .Portsm outh 161422A.)
Force (C* in  C.Plymouth 161424A .)
P a t r o l s .  (V .A .D over 161515A.)

A n ti U-Boat In view o f  A dm iralty  151416 in tend  t o  ca rry  out
sea rch es  in  an ti U-Boat search es  by a i r  and s u r fa c e  c r a f t  by
N*Channel. n ig h t  in  the Approaches 't o  North Channel. A ir

sea rch  o f  an area ex ten d in g  from North Channel 
to  12° ' * to be c a r r i e d  out by a i r c r a f t  o f  15 
Group. S u rface  s t r i k i n g  f o r c e s  c o n s i s t in g  o f  
a v a i la b le  A /3  e s c o r t s  based a t  M o v i l le  t o  a c t  in

/ c o - o p e r a t i o n . . .
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Anti ^-Boat 
searches in 

N. Channel. 
(Contd. )

Operations-
co-operation with aircraft. These operations will 
start on night 17th/l8th January. Surface forces 
to consistTof WREN (3-0.) SCIMITAR, SALADIN,
SKATE, P0RCHE3TER CASTLE, CARISBROOK CASTLE, 
BERKELEY cfASTLE.
(C« in C.V/.A. 151813A to Cdre. D-W.A., H.Q. C-C.)
My 161813A. Surface forces will not operate until 
the night 18th/19th.
(C. in C.W.A. 162346A to Cdre. D.Y/.A.)

Jj • C • T • 1029 •
Mining.
L.C.T.1029 blew up at 0500 today while at anchor 
off Skegness. Three survivors landed from GADFLY 
by Skegness Lifeboat and now in R.N*Sickquarters 
Royal Arthur. Nine missing. C.O. believes 
vessel was hit by a floating mine*
(F.O.Humber 161050A to C* in C.Nore.)

Lowestoft.
Nav igational*
Port closed owing to fog.
(N.0.1*0. Lowestoft 161511A.) 
Port now open.
(N.O.I.C. Lowestoft 161615A.)

Harwich. Port closed owing to foe. 
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 161548A.) 
Port no,- open.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 161815.)

Brightlingsea. Port closed owing to fog. 
(N.O.I.C. Brightlingsea 161656A.)

•

Technical•
Shortcomings 
of Captain

It is desired to draw attention to the grave short' 
comings of the main armament of Captain Class

Class Frigates.Frigates in case it should be under consideration 
to U3e these vessels in any special and offensive 
role- Details.
Considering the sum of these defects it is 

evident that any proposal to U3e these ships in an operation in 
which determined air and light surface craft attack is probable, 
must be viewed with misgiving.
(C« in C.V;.A. 151 950A to Admty. )

I
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HOME COMMANDS.

Ga3ualtie3 <x D efec ts .

BAREDDRECHT. Request you w i l l  s a i l  3AM30NIA fo rth w ith  to  a s s is t
33.* BARENDRECHT ashore in  W igton Bay about 2 m iles 
N.E. o f  Burrow Head.
(F .O .I.G . Greenock 160015A to  N .O .I.C . Campbelto-n 

Your 160015A. S a iled  SAMSONIA. E •T•A. Burrow Head 0 630Z. 
(N .O .I.G . Campbeltown 160055A to  P .O .I.C . G reenock.)

BARENDRECHT is  ashore approx, h a l f  a m ile N.E. I s le  o f 
Whithorn. Apparently holed forw ard and a f t .  V esse l is  in  
b a l la s t .  K irkcudbrigh t l i f e b o a t  standing by. L i fe  saving 
apparatus a v a ila b le  on shore. Tug SAM30NIA has a rr iv ed . ia lva g e  
vesse l from B e lfa s t  expected . Tug EBRO w orking fo r  Army a lso  
a v a ila b le .

(N .O .I.C . S tranraer 160956A to  P .O .I.C *  G reenock.)
BARENDRECHT r e f lo a te d . Request in s tru c tio n s  which po rt 

she is  to be taken.
(3AM30NIA 161330Z to P -O -I-G . G reenock.)
D es tin a tion  o f  BAREwDRECHT is  L iv e rp o o l. Report fo rth w ith  

E . f .A .  Bar L igh t Vesse l.
(P .O .I.G . Greenock 151524A to  3AM30NIA.)
Your 151524A. F-C-and 3* at 1701Z 095° 6 m iles from  Mull 

o f  Galloway, 200° 4 knots. E .T .A . Bar L igh t V esse l 1801Z/17.
(3AM30NIA 161705Z to p .O .I.C *  Greenock.)

KRIEZIS- KRIEZIS returned w ith  d e fe c ts *
(Care* D.W.A. 161026A to G. in  C•W•a . )

CYGNET. Your 161726. Approved fo r  CYGNET to s a i l  from
Scapa a. m. 17th Jan. i f  weather perm its. 
■(A.C.O.S. 162006A to N .O .I.G . Paroes. )

Shipping & Convoys.

K .M .P .28. S a iled  BENTINCK (3 *0 . )  BYARD, BURGE3, BAZELY and
DRURY.
(N .O .I.C . B e lfa s t  160329A to  C- in C.W .A.)
Gonvoy sa ile d  composed and escorted  as in A.M. 

060814 amended by A .M 's 062148, 091616, 101951, 111845, 121851, 
131147, 132015 and 141619 and routed in  accordance w ith  A.M. 
101951.

(P .O .I.G . Greenock 161106A to  Adrnty.)
Detach VERITY to  jo in  K .M .P .28 by dawn 17th. Estimated 

P.G. and 3- 0800A/17th, 054° 18' N. 012° 48' W. 224° 124 knots- 
3 .0 . BENTINCK.

(C- in  C.W.A. 162258A to BURZA.)

0.N.220. S a ile d  HOTSPUR (3 .0 . ; ,  BRANDON, TRILLIUM,
. WOODSTOCK, AMHERST, ORILLIA, SACKVILLE', Sa PPER 

and rescue tug ASSIDIOtFS f o r  0.N .220. RE3TIG0UCHE 
and MEON w i l l  be s a ile d  p.m. to overtake on com
p le t io n  o f  c a lib ra t io n .
(Care. D. .a . 160826A to  Aamty.)

S a iled  RE3TISOUCHE and KRIEZIS to overtake 0.N.220.
(Care. D.W.A. 162326A to  Admty.)

/3 • L. 144. *.
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.

Admiralty G.M. 876 N of 171955A Dec. Suspected 
'•Gnat".
A. 112156Z Jan 2200 yards discharged vide article 
10. B. Radar contact, sighted by C.O. C.
Observed approaching convoy from starboard quarter 
by radar plot turned away at 12 - 14 knots, 
(?divea) 2159. D. Increased to 14 knots altering 
towards, illuminated with star shell. E. None.
F* 2205^ in depth charge pattern 250 yards astern. 
G* "Foxers" streamed. H* Visibility 3, wind 
starboard quarter 5 - 6  3ea and swell 54.

I. Screening starboard quarter of 3.L.li4 position H. J. No.
E. Yes, one attacked by MOYOLA 15 miles astern 90 minutes earlier 
L. Counter of 10 charges in pattern. 11 explosives. 1 violent. 
(PETUNIA 161200Z to Adrnty. )
See also ^.G* 40 171030A and Capt. D. Greenock 171800A.

O. N.219. CELANDINE reports his position at 1022Z 050° 37’
N. 030° 47' W. steering 270° 10 knots, fuel re
maining 94. Thi3 is the result of 18th sensed 
bearing while ho:ninfe. Have ordered him to steer 

direct for position LQ at economical speed. Intend homing him 
on to convoy later if there is possibility of fuelling him. C*N. 
219 at present practically hove to in another westerly gale. : y
P. C. and 3. 0516 26' 034° 05* 240° 3. Weather 9484 7806.
(C.l 161201Z to C. in C.vV.A.)

WILLIAM L.MARCY (U.3») returned from O.N. 219 0045A/l6 caving to 
cracked deck.

(N.C.3.0.Belfast 161520A to Admty.)

War jiary.

3.L.144/ 
M.K.3.35. 
Engagement 
with U/Bs on 
11th Jan. 
PETUNIA, 
MOYOLA of 
E.G.40.

H.X.274. 
U-Boat 
attacked by 
BLIGH.

BLIGH attacked U-Boat contact at 1123Z in 0<±5° 15* 
N. 027° 54' W- After second pattern heard loud 
underwater explosion followed -by diesel oil patch 
at 1143Z* 20 foot air bubble seen at 1145Z.
"Hedgehog" attack at 1155Z no result. Contact 
I0 31 at 1203Z- Hunt abandoned at 1230Z on being 
unable to regain contact. P.C. and 3. H.X.274

at 14002/16, 045° 28' N. 027° 25' W. 038° 9.8 knots.
Weather 7470 0245.
(DUNVER 1615592 to C. in C./.A.)

Sailed TOWY to Moville for fuel, thence to overtake K.M.S. 
39. E.T.A. Moville 0015A/l7th.

(F.O.I.C. Greenocc 161727A to Care. D.W.A.)

F • N . 39M*

O.N.3*0.27.

Convoy F.N.39M is cancelled owing to lack of 
es-corts.
(C. in C.Nore 162235A to N.C«3.0.Thames.)

WEST KS 1NE returned from O.N.3»0.27* ’Windlass 
trouble, sailed late, unable to overtake convoy. 
(N.C.3.0. Clyde 162.50 to C. in C-Y.'.A.)
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War Diary
FOREIGN STATIONS.

16.1.1944.Sunday.

North Atlantic.
UNSEEN Arrangements for sailing. 0800A/18 for U.K.

(F.O.G.M.A., 161529A).

T.G.21.11 161716. Intend sail T.G. 21.11 (MISSION BAY,
GREER, UPSHUR, TARBELL) departing Casablanca 
1900Z/16 to support G.U.S.27 until further orders 
from you. Your 142153 refers.

Ref. 142153. When ready for sea and not later than 16 January 
depart Casablanca and operate against submarines now West of 
Portegal moving South and Southwest. Cominch 141536.
(C.M.S.F.,161716 to C. in C. Lant, Info.C.T.F.61, F.O.G.M.A., 
Admty.,Comnavnaw, C. in C. Med. C.T.G.21.12, C.T.G.21.16, C.T.G. 
21.11, C.T.G.21.13, Comnaveu).Commorseafron 161716 sweep ahead of convoy and operate 
offensively against submarines crossing route for that might 
later threaten G.U.S.27. Further orders later.

(C. in C. Lant, 162054 to C.T.G. 21.11).
My 161716Z sailed 2300/l6th.
(C.M.S.F.,162227).

U/boat Reference para.1. of my 151542+. British Consul
at Cartagena states this report was local rumour
Cartagena. which has proved incorrect.

(S.O.(I) Gib. 162131A).
+ Re message received from British Consul 
Cartagena re German submarine.

V

South Atlantic.
Freecar Under present circumstances intend to withdraw
patrol. cruiser for patrol in my area between Jan.l8th

and January 26th in order to ensure maximum 
available strength for next moonlight period. 
Remote air patrol will conform
(F.O.C.W.Af.,161421Z to Admty. Cdr.4th U.S.Fleet, 
Comar Dakar, R.A.8.(corrupt group) SUFFREN).

Pass to N.C.S.Os. concerned.
Commencing with S.L.147 which is to sail on 22nd 
Jan. all future S.L. Convoys are to be sailed 
one day later.
(d .t .d . »161725A).

CILICIA Your 151612. Delay not acceptable.
2.3. Request you will sail her to Halifax forth 
with (route).
(D.O.D.(F), 161853A to F.O.C.W.Af.).

S.L.
convoys.
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Mediterranean.

Daily upsum 273, 14th/15th January. 2 Welling
tons successfully laid 4 mines in approaches to 
Rhodes Harbour.
( H.Q.R. A.F.M.E. , 161048Z.)

F.O.L.E.M. 101750* and ll(?00)51 being passed to 
DELHI and iny 161144. Detach from Convoy N.S.F. 
13 (? as) above 1200A/18th to join convoy M.K.F. 
27a  as far as (? Gibraltar).
(C. in C. Med., '161146 to DELHI, (R) RAMILLIES, 
N.O.I.C. Tunisia, N.O.I.C. Algiers, S.E.C.M.K.F. 
27A, F.O.G.M.A. )
* Sailing M.K.F.27A.

At 1145/12 Jan. 3 ships landed enemy troops at 
Pucisca, another 3 ship loads landed Povlja.
(? B.R.L.O.) on Dalmatian Islands reports 11 Jan. 
Makarskakip Q41 heavily shelled by naval forces. 
(C. in C. M.E., 161945B.)

Endurance of Italian S/Ms permitting amend route 
in A.M. 131809, para. 2 as follows.
Cominch 151647 refers.
(D.O.D.()F, 161652A to Cominch.)

(Corrupt group) C. in C. Med. is setting up a 
small Advance Headquarters in Naples area on 17th 
J anuary.
2. Signals connected with current operation based 
on Naples and on any subject requiring C. in C ’s 

personal attention are to be routed to Naples (which will be 
automatically responsible for C. in C . ) as well as to Algiers. 
All other signals are to continue to be routed Algiers only.
(C. in C.,Med., 161715a , 172302A.)

Advance
H.Q.

Convoys
passing
Europa.

(2) This limits the times between which convoys can pass Europa 
unless the convoys waste time between Gibraltar and Oran which 
is undesirable in view of the submarine situation. It is even 
more undesirable to waste time further east.
3) Proposal in F.O.G.M.A’s 081611 is strongly supported.
C. in C. Med., 161717a  to Admty.)

German Arrived Istanbul fully laden German tanker PETER
tanker 4000 tons in transit for Aegean.
PETER. (Capt. (s) 1, 161731A to 1st S/M.F.)

As K.M.S. convoys normally consist of some 50 
ships it is considered necessary that -
(A) These convoys should pass through the 
Tunisian War Channel in daylight and
(B) The R/V off the main North African ports 
should be in daylight.

/LA SULTANS ...



MOST SECRET

262
16.1.1944.

War Diary. Sunday._____
FOREIGN STATIONS.

LA 8ULTANE.
Mediterranean - Contd.
OE patrol to pass 042“ 03' 006“ 20’ at 0200/19th; 
038“ 30’ 006“ 20’ at 1200/20th to R/V with 
escort for Algiers at 0900/21st in 036“ 53’
003“ 04’. surface MK except during daylight 
on 19th.
(Capt. (S) 10, 161748 to LA SULTANE, (R) 10th S/M.F., C. in C. Med., N.O.I.C. Algiers.)

Shad and
Help
signals.

Revised rules.
(C. in C. Med., 161825A.)

M.K.F. 28/ 
X. I.F. 8.

Sailing from Port Said at first light/20th. (8) 
Escort EXMOOR (S.U.), ALDENHAM, PINDOS, KANARIS, 
BELVOIR, ANTWERP.(9) H.M.S. CHITRAL in company for final routeing 
to U.S.A. Alexandria section sail p.m./20th and proceed ahead to R/V a.m./21st.
(F.O.L.E.M., 161858B.)

SS. WENDELL 
PHILLIPS in K.M.S.37.

U.S. SS. WENDELL PHILLIPS who was in collision 
at 2215A/13 with French SS. SAINT MAXINE off Gape Bon has damage to her stern post. Will require repairs and survey on arrival. 
(BERGAMOT, 162109B to F.O.L.E.M.)

Situation 
Report 274.

(1) Coastal Force entered Suraartin Harbour Brae, 
during night 13tb/14th Jan. M.T.3.2^6 torpedoed 
small ship alongside. During same night M.T.B. 
651 and 226 engaged siebel ferry in island area. Results not yet known, some damage sustained bycraft but no casualties.

(2) TYRIAN, TUMULT and GRENVILLE swept Istrian Coast during 
night 14th/15th Jan., from Pola to 045“ 30* N. no shipping encountered but Rovigno was shelled in poor visibility which prevented results being observed.
(C. in C. Med., 162202A.)
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East Indies.
U/B No change.
dispositions 2. From report of merchant ship, it is probable 
No. 18. enemy U-Boat was off Lourenco Marques 13th Jan.

(C. in C. E.F., 160255.)

SS. PERSEUS. SS. PERSEUS report being torpedoed at 0537z/16th 
in 012" N. 080® 14’ E.
(C. in C. E.F. , 160559Z. )
Want help immediately. Position O.K.

(PERSEUS, No T.0.0.)
PERSEUS has sunk. Survivors are to return to Madras.
(C. in C. E.F., 161641Z.)

0. J . / J. C. 
Convoys.

C.J. and J.C. convoys negative released class D 
ships. Released class A ships.
(2) East coast convoy sailings are to commence 
with C.J.13 leaving Calcutta January 18th and 
J.C.34 leaving Colombo January 20th and thereafter 
at 8 days intervals.
(C. in C. E.F. , 160631Z. )

(&*oup A. Onward route from Aden to Trincomalee detaching
UNICORN screened by two destroyers to Cochin. 
RENOWN screened by two destroyers to Colombo. 
(C. in C. E.F., 160915Z.)

CLEODORAreports
suspicious
vessel.

QQQQ OllRlO N. 063R56 E. Suspicious vessel 
bearing towards us.
(CLEODORA, 160955Z.)
Suspicious vessel approached within range 6 
miles at high speed. During distress signal 
turned off.
(CLEODORA, 161130Z.)

U/B (SS.) JALADUTA reports sighting S/M off reef
reported. light vessel at 0810Z/16.

(N.O.I.C. Calcutta, 161011Z to C. in C. E.F.)

ft
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America and West Indies.

SS. ADRASTUS, Made junction with ADRASTUS and PENDANT II 
PENDANT II, position 043 degs. 10* North 065 degs. 28' West.
GEORGE No immediate danger. Am standing by. PENDANT

WESTINGKOUSE. (?21) proceeding independently. Easterly gale 
snow.
(BAYFIELD, 161135Z to C. in C.C.N.A. (R) Capt.(D) 
Halifax, N.O.I.C. Shelbourne).

My 161135* Amend latitude to read 043 degs. 00* North. 
ADRASTUS reports she is now in dire need of tug.

(BAYFIELD, 161224Z).
GEORGE WESTINGHOUSE in tow approx. P.O.S. 42 degs. 55’ 65 

degs. 40' 20 degs. 3.5. Homing H.M.C.S. LACHINE and tug 
energetically.
(BAYFIELD, 162341Z).

No rescue trawler or tug in position for this 
assignment NORTHERN REWARD unable to sail due 
defects.
(f .o .n .f ., 16 114 6 2).

No change.
(N.S.H.Q., 161510Z, Cominch, 161529Z).

Para.D. Y.P.408 attacked sound contact 27.13 N. 
79.56 W. 152110Z.
Para.E. Sub. sighted 17.55 N. 76.00 W. 161155Z. 
P.C.465 attacked sound contact vicinity 10.35 N. 
08.03 W. 161155Z.
(Cominch, 161945Z).

Torpedoed 52.35 N. 35 W. 2248Z Ends. 
(WLDU/ No T.0.0.16th). / Signal letters
unidentifiable.

Australia and New Zealand.

Digest serial January 15th para. 15 to 20 cover South Pacific 
No.726. Forces.

(18) Afternoon (apparently 14th Jan intended) 36 
Dauntless, 16 Avengers, 73 fighters attacked 
shipping Simpson Harbour scoring nine direct hits 
16 near misses on seven cargo vessels one direct

H.X.275

U/b.
estimate.

U-boat 
attack and 
sighting 
summary.

Unidentified
ship.

/hit ..
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Australia and New Zealand.

Digest serial hit four near misses one possible destroyer one 
No.726 direct hit one possible light cruiser. 60-70
(Contd.). enemy fighters intercepted whereof 27 plus 13

probables were shot down by fighters while bombers 
claimed two plus three probables. Our losses 2 
bombers 8 fighters whereof 4 pilots rescued. 
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A., 160620Z).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
Para.A. (1) BALFOUR heard 3 groups of 3 under
water explosions in close proximity, no Radar 
contact and nothing sighted, at 0330Z/13 in 54 
degs. 47’ N. 20 degs. 01’ W.
(2) NENE detected R.D.B. by 
no contact with U-boats, at 
47 degs. 15* N. 17 degs. 22*
Para.B. (1) SS. PERSEUS torpedoed 

0646Z/16 12 degs. 00' N. 80 degs. 14’ E.
(D.D.I.C., 161155A).

S/M. attack 
and sighting 
summary for 
24 hours to 
0900Z/16th. Radar at 11,000 yards, 

0115Z/15th Jan. in 
V.

prior to

U/boat
estimates.

(D.D.I.C. 161415A, 161420A),
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1. One M/V of Convoy J.W.56A returned to Loch 
Ewe today with weather damage, and.at 0720 the 
Commodore reported the Convoy badly scattered and that some further M/Vs had received structural and other damage.

At 2139A V.A.2 ordered all u/Vs and Escorts to proceed forthwith to Akureyri; and C.S.l in 
KENT will proceed there from Scapa as soon as 
ready to report how many Ĵ /Vs of the Convoy can 
be made seaworthy quickly. BERWICK and BERMUDA are following KENT to Akureyri tomorrow.

2. An attempted attack upon Convoy P.V.461 off 
the Lizard by three groups of E-Boats at about 
0240 this morning was successfully fought off 

' by TALENT and BRISSENDEN of the Convoy Escort, 
and atf 0500 the E-Boats were retiring at high 

' speed to the southward. There were no casualties and the Convoy was uninsured.

Owing to sickness among the staff, situation 
reports for Foreign Stations from this date are Incomplete or missing. "

Mediterranean.
3. C. in C. Med. set up a small advance H.Q. in the Naples area today.

Aircraft again today attacked enemy shipping 
off the Dalmatian coast, at Brae IsLand and 
Sibenik, with some success. At Sibenik, a 
merchant ship was hit and blown up.

Destroyers shelled Drvenik and Vela Luka harbour (Korcula Island) last night and subse
quently patrolled from Zirje Island to Korcula. Nothing was sighted.
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Policy.
MEWSTONE. On completion of A/S work up, MEWSTONE should be

sailed to arrive Milford Haven by 31st January 
for onward routeing to Mediterranean.
(D.M.S. , 172138A to WESTERN ISLES.)

RAMILLIES. My 191200 December.* RAMILLIES destination in
U.K. is Clyde.
2. On arrival she will give leave and then work 
up for bombardment in conjunction with bombard

ment unit at Troon.
3. She will remain in commission for the present and will be 
attached to C. in C. H.P.
(1st Lord, 172218A to C. in C. H.P.)

RODNEY. A.M. 102205, para. 3. RODNEY is not to de-store.
(D.O.D.(H), 172240a  to C. in C. Rosyth. )

Operations.
Operation Sailed GLEANER with HUSSAR and SPEEDWELL in
F.W. company for local escort duties.

(S.B.N.O. Kola Inlet, 170437a  to S.B.N.O.
Archangel.)
Convoy badly scattered owing to very heavy 

weather. Some ships have received structural damage and other 
deck cargoes shifted. Consider all ships should be ordered to 
nearest anchorage to make good damage. Ships then found unable to continue voyage to return to U.K.

(Cdre. of J.W.56A, 170720 to C. in C. H.F. )Do you require tug assistance.
(A.C.I.C., 170947a to PUPPY.)
Capt. (d ) 26 161311 and my 162247. Any stragglers found 

after convoy has crossed 008° W. are to be sent to Akureyri.
(V.A.2, 171131A to M/S.18.)Your 170947. Reply no.
(POPPY, 171132 to A.C.I.C.)
J.W.56B. Proceed as necessary to arrive Loch Ewe before dark tomorrow.
(A.C.O.S., 171147 to ONYX, HYDRA.)
Force 1 will now pass Koxa Gate at 0915A tomorrow. My 151119A and 160650A refer.
(C.S.l, 171200A to A.C.O.S., V.A.2.)Consider that unless CYGNET has defect other than that 

reported in N.O.I.C. Faroes 161726, she should continue operations.
(C. in C. W.A., 171231A to V.A.2.)
Seidisfjord arrival 0110A, departure 0830A/17th, SAVAGE
(A.C.I.C., 171316 to H.F.)
J.W. 56A. NATHANIEL ALEXANDER (U.S.A.) returned, weather damage.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 171530A to C. in C. W.A.)Faroes departures ONYX, HYDRA.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 171642A to A.C.O.S.)
Seidisfjord arrival at 1130A, departure at 1515A/17th, 

INCONSTANT.
(A.C.I.C., 171924A to H.F.)

/I. Intend ...
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HOMS COMMANDS.
' v

i

Operations.
Operation 1. Intend to sail R.A.56a from Toros Island
P.W. 1000A/24th.
(Contd.) 2. Route B. C. in C. H.F. 051009A.

3. Speed 8^ knots. 4. British ships. Total 
13. Names. 5. American ships. Total 8.
Names. 6. NORLYS (tanker) (Panamanian).

7. If ready will be included. 2 further British and 2 American. 
Names.

(S.B.N.O. Murmansk, 172029A to H.P.)
V.A. 2 H.P's 172139A. POPPY and DIANELLA proceeding with 

air escort forthwith.
(POPPY, 172132A to M/S. 18.)
J.W.56a . All M/Vs and escort proceed immediately to 

Akureyri. B.A.M.S. message is being made.
(V.A.2, 172139A to H.P.)
Request following may be coded and passed as a B.A.M.S. 

message. Address convoy J.W.56A. All ships are to proceed to Akureyri forthwith.
(V.A.2, 172158A to Admty.)
Request you will proceed as soon as ready to Akureyri 

passing East of the Faroes. On arrival report number of ships 
in J.W.56a  that can be made seaworthy quickly. If you
?n^ ic^Eate considerable delay J.W.56B will be sailed ahead of J.W. 55A.

(V.A.2, 172222A to C.S.l.)
On completion of practice about 1200A tomorrow take BERMUDA under your order and follow me to Akureyri as convenient.Pass East Faroes.
(C.S.l, 172323A to BERWICK.)
E.T.A. Akureyri in KENT in daylight 19th. Capt. (d ) 26 

is.t?1keeP inner harbour and B berth clear for cruisers and have details required by V.A.2 172222A available for me on arrival. 
BERWICK and BERMUDA are following KENT to Akureyri

iC ;S^ J ; 7 2 3 3lA to A.C.I.C., Capt. (D) 26.)V.A.2 172139A. POPPY and DIANELLA proceeding Akureyri iorthwith.
(POPPY, 172332A to VS.18, V.A.2.)

Submarine
Chaser
Operation.

Sailed at 0508a  today. S.C. HITRA.
(A.C.O.S., 170524A to Admty.)
My 071631A. Sailed at 1310A today S.C. VIGRA. (2) No.
(A.C.O.S.^ 171324A to Admty.)

Operation
♦'Postage
Able".

Carry out Operation "Postage Able" today.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 170601a  to Capt. (s) 5.)

TRUSTY. TRUSTY is to carry out a training patrol in line 
HH, leaving Lerwick 1st Feb. returning there 11th Feb., object F and A.
(F.O.(S), 171011A to Capt. (s) 7.)

/ A/S ...



MOST SECRET

' 269

War Diary,
17.1.1944.
Monday.

H)MS COMMANDS.

A/S sweep 
by B.l.

Operations - Contd.
Carry out A/S sweep during dark hours tonight 
in area between 051° 00* N. and 052° 20' N. and 
between 018° 20’ W. and 019° 20’ W.
(2) Leave area before dawn tomorrow tinless in 
contact, thence to Londonderry.
(C. in C. W.A., 171237A to B.l.)

A/S search 1. Ships sre to form 15th Escort Group. Scheme
by E G 15. of search for 15th Escort Group. Forces taking

part - WREN (S.O.), PORCHESTER CASTLE, CARISBROKE 
CASTLE, BERKELEY CASTLE, SALADIN, SCIMITAR, SKATE.
2. At 1900A/18th the guide of the Fleet which is 

to be the port wing ship is to be in 307° Tory Island Light 5 
miles.
3. Ships are to be spread on a bearing of 000° four miles apart.
4. Ships are to carry out a Radar search on a course of 216® at 
a speed of 12 knots.
5. On Guide reaching 308° Aran Island Light five miles, course is to be altered to 230°.
6. On Guide reaching 339 Eagle Island 5.5, course is to be altered to 000° the leading ship becoming Guide, Two ships are to be detached to sweep in towards Donegal Bay leaving the area at 0700 to rejoin group.
7. On the Guide reaching 55° 45' N. 10° 08’ W. course is to be altered to 090°.
8. on altering to 090° ships are to close the centre ships to 
asdic distance and commence asdic search to 7° 30’ W.
9. Ships are. then to proceed as requisite to be in 320° 
Inistrahull 5 miles st 1900.
12. Commodore (d ) W.A. is requested to sail ships as requisite to carry out programme.
(C. in C. W.A., 171251A to Cdre. (d ) W.A.)

My 171251. The operations will be conducted from the 
A. C.H. Q. Liverpool.

(C. in C. W.A., 171925A to E.G.15.)

Operation My 151221. '’Overlord" requirements for tugs,
"Overlord". lighters and water-boats also need immediate

investigation. Request you will forward report 
to Admiralty not later than 29th January, stating as follows.

3. It is necessary that requirements should be kept to an 
absolute minimum.
4. A preliminary meeting will be held at Admiralty (Room 60 West 
Block i) at 1100. Thursday, 20th January, to examine this problem. Request you will arrange for representative to attend. 
(Head of M.II., 171328a  to Cs. in C., F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 171331A, 171739a .) 
(V.A. Dover, 171612A.)
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 171938.)
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 171300A.)

/P.W.461 • • •
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Operations - Contd.
P.W. 461 This morning at about 0240 shore Radar plotted
attacked E-Boats approached the P.W. Convoy. P.W.461
by E-Boats. who was then south of the Lizard Eead. Convoy

escort TALYBONT, BRISSENDEN successfully fought • 
off attack which was made by 3 groups probably 
total of 7 boats and at 0500 enemy were retiring 

at H.S. to southward. Attempt to intercept by Force 111 and 
112 were unsuccessful owing to their lack of speed. TALYBONT 
claims she damaged steering gear of 1 E-Boat. There were no 
casualties and convoy continued on its voyage. Minelaying is 
not suspected.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 171527a  to Admty.)

Well done. All merchant ships of P.W.462 now accounted
for.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 171703a  to TALYBONT.)

S/M Positions of submarines at 0800/18th and move-
Patrols. ments for following 24 hours.

(A) VENTURER and TELEMACHUS as in my 161736.
(B) SEANYMPH 66° 07’ N. 08° 48’ E. to patrol 
off Bodo, submerged by day within 60 miles of

Norwegian Coast.
(C) STUBBORN 64° 36' N. 07° 24’ E. to patrol off Kya, submerged by day within 60 miles of Norwegian Coast.
(F.O.(S), 171716 to Admty.)

Operation Operate offensively against submarines as
"Stonewall” . reported. My 061637 applies. Depart area intime arrive Hampton Roads by 29th January. 

(Cinclant, 172057 to C.T.G. 21.16.)

Mining.
Portsmouth. one magnetic mine red detonated by LL in approx.

111° 6 miles one cable from Anvil Point.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 171801A.)

U-Boats.
U-Boat 
attacked by 
WANDERER.

C.A.F.O. 1342/1943. (A) WANDERER. (B) 1355Z/17.
(C) Asdic. (D) 050° 08’ N. 019° 01’ ».
(e ) WANDERER 2 depth charges one hedgehog. 
GLENARM one hedgehog. (F) Still searching.
(B.l, 171915Z to C. in C. W.A.)

* Casualties and Defects.
CALDER. Evaporator in CALDER still defective. Timerequired for making good is uncertain.

(Capt. (d ) Belfast, 170320 to C. in C. W.A.)

/ST. HELIER ..
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ST. HELIER.

•
HD ME COMMANDS.

Casualties and Defects - Contd.
When leaving Preston Dock ST. HSLIER sustained 
slight bow damage at waterline. Lower fore peak 
is making water.
(F.O.L.S.U., 171113A to F.O.I.C. Glasgow.)

PRINCE
BAUDOUIN.

PRINCE BAUDOUIN reports following damage as 
result of collision with SS. CANTEL in Oban 
convoy anchorage after dragging anchor. Details. 
Ship seaworthy but dockyard assistance required 
to repair.

2. Request repairs be carried out before ship is sailed south, 
after completion of training approximately 22nd January.
(F.O. Force J, 171208a  to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

CYGNET. C. in C. W.A. 171231A. Am proceeding Scapa in 
accordance with ^N.O.I.C. Faroes) 161726a  and 
A.C.O.S. 162006a  for examination. Fuel remaining 
74 per cent. My P.C.S. at 1700A, 061° 49' N.
015® 32’ W., 165°, 11. E.T.A. Scapa 181330A. 
(CYGNET, 171445A to A.C.O.S.)

Confirm that your starboard engine is out of action. If both 
engines are available you should proceed to overtake convoy 
before it passes 007° E. If this is not possible proceed Scapa. Report your P.C.S.

(V.A.2, 171453A to CYGNET.)
Your 171453A. Add to my 171445. Am proceeding scapa on 

port engine. Engineer officer considers use of starboard engine inadvisable for more than short periods.
(CYGNET, 171630A to V.A.2.)

BARENDKECHT. F.O.I.C. Greenock's 161526. Stand by tow until 
relieved at Bar by local tugs at approx. 0900a 
tomorrow, on relief you are to proceed to 
Campbeltown.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 171811A to SAMSONIA.)

LANCASTER. LANCASTER and EMPIRE FLAG in collision with 
HEDERA in the vicinity 14 buoy at 1835. Former 
ship sustained damage, but proceeding. LANCASTER 
maximum speed 12 knots. Damage to HEDERA unknown 
(LANCASTER, 171900A to C. in C. Nore.)

STRATHELLA. Request any information of STRATHELLA as no reply 
has been received to 171217. VELETA's 142115 refers.
(A.C.I.C. , 172345A to C. in C. W.A.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys.
O.N. 219. G. in C. W.A. 142141a December, para. 5. At

your discretion a proportion of your escort may 
be detached to hunt U-Boat reported in 052° 35' 
N. 035° 00' W. at 2248Z.

(2) Report action taxen.
(C. in C. W.A., 170024A to Escort O.N.219.)
Your 170024A. FORESTER, ETTRICK detached. My P.O.S. 51° 07' N. 35° 10' W., 235°, 6.

Weather 6766 1564.
(C.1., 170041Z to C. in C. W.A.)
FORESTER and ETTRICK are to continue search for survivors 

and are to report state of fuel.
(C. in C. W.A., 171119A to 0.1., FORESTER, ETTRICK.)
Your 171119A. In reply to my check message Admiralty unable to identify signal letters WLDU in distress. Suspect 

this was bogus. My P.C.S. 050° 47', 036° 03’, 235°, 4.
(C. 1. , 1711522} to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 171119a . FORESTER 6695, ETTRICK 58# fuel remaining. 

Admiralty's 170136A, could not identify WLDU.
(FORESTER, 171215 to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 171215Z. Search is to be continued until dark tmorrow. If nothing found proceed to St. Johns. •
(C. in C. W.A., 171557A to FORESTER.)

K.M.F. 28. Expect to be 20 miles ahead of position in c in
C. W.A. 162258A at 0800a .
(BENTINCK, 170115Z to VERITY.)
Estimate K.M.F.28 will be two hours early at R/v. 

(C. in C. W.A. , 170957A to PRINCE ROBERT.)
Assume state "Y" forthwith.
(C. in C. W.A. , 171026A to K.M.F. 28.)
K.M.F.28. proceed via Q.Z.L.58 to overtake convoy. Estimated P.C.S. of convoy 0800A/18th 049° 58', 016° 40' routed as follows. BURDOCK 346°, 12j knots.
(C. in C. W.A., 171708 to CALDER.)
K.M.F.28. Sailed H.M.S. CALDER to overtake, routed south about through Irish sea and Q.Z.L.58. S.O.A. 20 knots. 
(F.O.I.C.N.I., 171800A to C. in C. W.A.)

O.S. 65/ E.T.A. Convoy 0200z/18th.
K.M.S.39. (TOWY, 170612Z to Escorts 0.S.65/M.K.S.39.)

Arrived, fuelled, and sailed TOWY to overtake 
O.S.65/K.M.S.39.
(Cdre. (d ) W.A., 170645A to Adraty.)Assume state "Y" from dark tonight.

(C. in C. W.A., 171021A to 0.S.65/k .m .S.39.)
P.C.S. at 1600Z, 053° 22’ N. 012° 56' W., 231°, 6^.

2. please take double easy. 6th Escort Group in company 4771 17 54.
(BURZA, 171608Z to TOWY.)

H.X. 274. Assume state ”Y" from dark tonight.
(C. in C. W.A., 170916Z to Escorts H.X.274.)

/S.L.144 ...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
(A) 42° 12’ N. 21° 23’ W. at 2156z/llth Jan.
(B) PETUNIA. MOYOLA. (C) 2318z/llth due to
loss of contact. (d ) Nil. (E) Wind S.W. force 
5, sea 34. 20 depth charges and 48 hedgehog
bombs fired.
(E.G.40, 171030A to G. in C. W.A.)
PETUNIA'S 161200Z. Details of attacks.
(Capt. (D) Greenock, 171800A to C. in C. W.A.)

1. S.L.146. 2. January 12th. 4. 7^ knots.
6. ENCHANTRESS. 7. 26 ships for U.K. 8. Outer 
standard route.
(D.T.D., 171155A to C. in C. W.A.)

(A) 1030Z/16th. (B) C.4. HOTSPUR, RESTIGOUCHE,
MEON, SACKVILLE, ORILLIA, AMHERST, WOODSTOCK, 
TRILLIUM, BRANDON, NASTURTIUM, SAPPER. (C) 60. 
(C. in C. W.A. , 171326Z to C. in C. C.N.A. )
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

TANTIVY, 
K. 14.

N o r th  A t l a n t i c .

TANTIVY, K. 14 s a i l e d  K .M .S .38 .  
(F .OG.M.A.  170903. )

3S« COBETA3. You r  141542* Span ish  COBETAS th o ro u g h ly  s ea r ch ed .  
N o th ing  found .  2.  De fence  s e c u r i t y  i n v e s t i g a t e d  
a l l  s u s p e c t s .  R e s u l t s  a lm ost  n e g a t i v e .
3. iyaip c a l l e d  Las-Pa lmas and nad c o n t a c t  w i th

shore  but  d i d  not  v i s i t  Consul t o  renew s h ip  N a v i c e r t .
4 .  In  v iew  o f  6 s h ip  d e t a in e d .  In t en d  r e l e a s i n g  p.ra. tomorrow. 
( C . C . 3 . 0 . G i b r a l t a r  170950A. )

Your 170750. D e t a in  COBETAS u n t i l  f u r t h e r  o r d e r s .  Report  
M a s t e r ' s  reasons f o r  t r a v e l l i n g  f r om  Las Palmas to  G i b r a l t a r  
w i th o u t  a sh ip  n a v i c e r t .

(D.E.W-D. 171922A . )

I t a l i a n  S/Ms 
f o r  Bermuda.

Owing to  the l i m i t e d  range  o f  th e  w i r e l e s s  se ts?  
o f  I t a l i a n  submarines e s t im a t e d  a t  b e in g  n o t  more 
than 800 m i l e s  and because  P o r t  main motor a r 
matures o f  "3PERI"  a re  burnt  out the I t a l i a n  
Squadron Commander i s  somewhat ap p reh en s iv e  o f  *  

submarines p r o c e e d in g  u n e s c o r t e d .
2- I t  i s  t h e r e f o r e  r e q u e s t e d  th a t  U «3 .  a u t h o r i t i e s  may be asked 
t o  p r o v i d e  an e s c o r t 
s '  As rega rds  "3PE R I "  i t  i s  c o n s id e r e d  th a t  submarine can be 
used f o r  A/3 t r a i n i n g  u s in g  s t a r b o a r d  motors onljr when d i v e d .  
Both d i e s e l  e n g in e s  a re  a v a i l a b l e  f o r  s u r f a c e  passage .  
(F .O .G .M .A .  171014A to  C. i n  C .M ed . )

G.U. 3. 27. E s c o r t  T .F .  61, U .J .3 .  SMART, EVA.RT3, Y/YFFEL3, 
BARBER, DOBLER, W. 3- BROWN, POOLE, KIRKPATRICK, 
LEOPOLD, CHEPACHET.
(C .M .3 .F .  1715342, 171535Z.)

Accbmmodation 
a t  Gib.

I  am a v e r s e  t o  b e r t h in g  b a t t l e s h i p  o r  o th e r  l a r g e  
v e s s e l  a t  G i b r a l t a r  as an accommodation sh ip .
(C. in  C.Med. 171600A.)

33. CONGO. I t  i s  p ro p o s ed  to send Red Cross Ship CONGO to  
A l g i e r s  t o  p i c k  up German P r i s o n e r  o f  V7ar P a r c e l s  
f o r  M a r s e i l l e s *  P roposed  r o u t e .
( N . C . 3 . 0 . L isb on  171701. )

4

UNSEEN• Route t o  U.K. 
(F .O .G .M .A .  171744A. )

TasK Force  
62 .9 .

Com. Task F o r c e •62.9  in  L . C . I . ( L )  499 a r r i v e d  Hor t j  
( N . O . I . C .  H or ta  171915 . )

/DEVEBON.• •
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North A t la n t ic  -  Conta.

DEVERON. 1. Request you w i l l  s a i l  DEVSRON to jo in  S .0*151
during d a y l ig h t  22* 2. Estimated p o s it io n  e tc -
(C- in  C. /.A. 172240A to P .O .G .M .A .)

South A t la n t i c .

S a i led  f o r  H a lifax  ( r o u te ) .  
(P .O .C .W .Af. 171047Z, 171850Z.)

Your 122115A. Summary addressed A i r  Min. para. B. 
from track ing  records i t  appears most l i k e l y  
that there were three probably four S/Ms o f f  
Dakar on 17th and 18th August 1943. Further i t  
is  considered u n l ik e ly  that attack by Hudson 0200 
on the 17th and that by French ’W ellington  T.Z/

697 on 18th can have been on the same submarine* Request 
c l a r i f i c a t i o n  be fo re  action  is taken in accordance with your 

a^a. 2*
F.O.C.W.Af. 171220 to Admty.)

Comment by O .I .C .
I t  is  thought th a t 'o n ly  2 U-Boats were in Dakar area on 17th and 
13th August -  p o ss ib ly  on ly  one. S igh t in g  0755Z/17 the 1000/17 
attack  and the 064-5Z/18 a ttack  are  thought to have been on same 
U-Boat and to  have k i l l e d  i t .

C ILICIA.

Assessment 
o f  attacKS 
on U/Bs.

b
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Mediterranean.
Aegean Joint Naval and R.A.F. Intelligence appreciation

24 hours to 1000/17.
6. Enemy clearly making major effort step up 
supply Aegean from Black Sea notably with fuel. 
(C. in C.M.E. 1718UOB).

Italian Request you will take action. Para. 2. of
S/Ms. for F.O.G.M.A. 171014.
Bermuda. (c . in C. Med.,171846a to Admty.).

Escorts Concur that improved Captain Class Frigates
based on A.M. 011315 refers could be accepted in lieu of
Gibraltar. 13th D.F. provided that shore electric supply

could be arranged as in para.2. of F.O.G.M.A. 
041215+. 20 knot type are not acceptable.
2. Once this exchange has taken place it is 

desired to emphasise that there will be no fast escorts based on 
Gibraltar suitable to provide reliefs for fuelling escorts of 
forces passing through Straits of Gibraltar.
(C. in C. Med., 172003A to Admty.).
+ Most Secret.

Balkan
Sitrep No.62. 0/60488 cypher 17 Jan.

1. Mljet Island reported occupied by enemy 
(C. in C.M.E. 172010).
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U/B dis- 
positions•

by Japanese U-Eoat p lotted by D/F to be to the North Eastward 
at 1350Z/16. Scale a ir  escort Z.
(G- in C.E.P. 170339Z.)

S3. PERSEUS, Ref. C. in C.E.P’ a E.P. 716 H/71 para. 12-
deta ils  o f B. 012° N. 030° 14' E. 16th Jan. 0515Z.
sinking. C. Submarine. D. Torpedoed and sumc. E. 4 one

missed- P. Whole crew o f 115 saved- G« No.
H. Yes. I .  Trac of second and third torpedoes 
seen (B.V)OZ? from starboard bow. J. All,C*Bs. 

thrown overboard. K. D itto. L. Books were in a (incomplete box) 
box of heavy construction and seen to sink depth o f water over 
100 fathoms- M. Rone. N. From Master and Third O fficer.
0. Books were s a t is fa c to r i ly  disposed of few "specia l bags".
(N.C*3-0.Madras 170508Z-)

A/S fixed  defence station Colombo completed and in 
fu l l  operation.

(P.0.Ceylon 170550Z.)

Investigation of attack by SONAVATI reveals my 
140424 refers that presence o f U-Boats was only 
indicated by doubtful periscope sighting and sub
sequent A/3 contacts. No evidence of damage to 
any U-Boat and presence o f U-Boats cannot be con
firmed.
(C- in C.E.P. 171102Z.)

Destroyers available in Eastern Fleet- The 
average number o f destroyers that w i l l  be availabl 
fo r  working up with the Eastern F leet in Ceylon 
during February and March w i l l  not amount to more 
than twelve and in the early  stages w i l l  be as low 

a3 seven or eight*
2. The d ifference between these numbers and-the to ta l number o f 
destroyers allocated to the Eastern F leet due to {k ) A/3

escorts required fo r  fa s t  troop ships and troop convoys*
(B) scorts fo r  BATTLER and SHAH. rC, Annual r e f i t  of destroyers* 
fD* Late arrival o f destroyers in Ceylon from Australia and 
Mediterranean due la te  arr iva l o f  fr ig a te  reinforcements to the 
Eastern F leet from U-K.
3. In addition to destroyers required for services in para* 2 
a l l  available Eastern F leet fr iga tes  w i l l  be required fo r  escort 
duties.
4. Out of the fourth and seventh F lo t i l la s  NEPAL, NORMAN and
QUI BE EON are due fo r  annual r e f i t  in May. I t  is fo r  considera
tion whether these three ships should be sent ahead to r e f i t  
so as to be ready fo r  service in May. A.M. 022256 not to a l l  
addressees refers . . .
5. When the detached forces proceed the shortage of fast A/3 
escorts remaining in the Eastern Fleet w i l l  involve the battle

Colombo
defences.

oONaVATI.

Shortage o f  
destroyers.

East Indies.

Area B* S l i eht indication U-Boat may be in 
Approach to Gulf of Oman by reported sighting by 
a irc ra ft  in 023° 40' N* 060° 40' E. noon/16- 
Scale a ir  escort 7/.
Area* F. 33. PERSEUS sunk (as 160559Z) probably

/ fle e t-  • «
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East I n d ie s .

f l e e t  b e in g  im m obilised  due. to la c k  o f  d e s t r o y s r s  
i f  any c o n s id e r a b le  number o f  t r o o p  movements 
have then to  take p la c e .
6. A lthou gh  I am f u l l y  aware o f  the u rgen t need 
f o r  f a s t  A/S e s c o r t s  e lsew here  I c o n s id e r  i t  
n e ce ssa ry  th a t  th e  s i t u a t i o n  shpuld be r e p re se n te d  
to  you now *
(C. in  C .E .F . 171531Z to  Admty. ) 7wo/?.

14th U -o .A .A .F . 15th Jan. 2 U .S .M it c h e l ls  B.25 
Hongay a rea , gunboat sunk.
(A .C .3 .E .A . 1712202.)

Ship sank. S u rv iv ors  landed Madras. My 160559Z 
r e f e r s .
(C* in  C .E .F . 1 7 1 2 1 6 Z .)



W ARN IN G: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 
code message and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
(♦Note: Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad:

Addressed; Shipminder, London. Hope a tad Bombay (2477) •

k53»  Repair and drydockinp; fa c i l i t ie s  at Colombo 
8 --------- ------- -

para 1, Owing to increasing number of naval ships and naval 
auxiliary '3 requiring drydocking and repairs such fa c i l i t ie s  at 
Colombo have become so over taxed that review of position is  
necessary.

para 2, i  have accordingly had a fu l l  discussion with o ffic e rs  
concerned on s ta ff of C. in  C. D.F. and Admiral Superintendent 
Ceylon and i t  is  now + recommends that no commercial ship 
or tanker be stemmed to drydock or repair at Colombo as is  done 
on some occasions especia lly with tanker unless you are prepared 
to accept long delay.

para 3« I t  is  fu lly  realised that essential repairs to 
merchant ships to enable them oontinue voyage must s t i l l  be 
executed hero and although a l l  possible w i l l  be done to minimise 
delay i t  is  anticipated some delay w i l l  in many instances be 
unavoidable.

para 4. C. in C. E.F. agrees.

para 5» Please pass copy to Admiralty.

O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

Prom: M.YAT.R. Colombo

1ES3AGB T.H.! 
T.H.I. 1840/17 Jan

T.H.I. 1840/17 Jan. IN

Date: 17.1.44 
Reod; 2300

p /l

+ suggest should be "recommended."

Heooived in  War Registry at 1655/5 Feb.
Circulated by Ministry o f shipping to Ministry o f 
Shipping Deportments and Admiralty,

A.C.N.S.(UT)(2) 
U.Y7.R.
Capt.riu.
Ops,(2) 
p lo t.

D.M.S.
D.M.S.Citadel.
M.
N . A.Mails.
N.A.2nd S.L.(O .D .) 
Mails.

O .I.C .(2)
D.A/S.\?.
D.A.U.D. C. O.W.C. 0. 

C.C.R.T.

I .P . (3 )

D. of p. (2) 
D. Bath by
S.; Courier,

C.C.R.T,

k
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America & West Indies.
U/B. (N.S.H.Q. 171349Z, Comnav 171550Z.)
estimated.
ETTRICK. Request you detach ETTRICK to Halifax from Westomp

0.N.219 to pay off and he recommissioned by R.C.N. 
N.S.H.Q. 092235 refers.
(C. in 0. C.N.A. 171412Z to F.O.N.F.)

Stragglers Stragglers arrived week ending 15th Jan.
report. 9th Jan. FILLEIGH 3.C.150 engine trouble.

13th Bay Bulls (Nor.) DAGEID H.X.274. Collision 
damage. 13th Jan. Bay Bulls (Du.) BRINNA H.X.274. 
Collision and fire damage. 13th Jan. (U.S.) 

MINNESOTAN H.X.273. ' Lost convoy. Mine, weather damage.
13th Jan. (U.S.) SEBASTIAN VIZCAINO H.X.273. Lost convoy.
14th Jan. (U.S.) EDWARD P. ALEXANDER N.D. H.X.273. Cargo shifted 
lost convoy.
(N.C.S.O. St.Johns, N.F. 171417Z. )

VERSATILE. VERSATILE delayed due defects. Anticipate sailing
ship p.m. 19th to overtake H.X.275 and rejoin B.7. 
(F.O.N.F. 171428Z.)

T.F.64. Task Force 64 hereby constituted INGHAM, GEORGE E.
BADGER, OSMOND, INGRAM, CLEMSON, DUPONT, BROUGH, 
STURTEVANT, CHIWAWA, plus small craft by separate 
despatch. Escort U.G.S.31 from Chesapeake Bay on 

24 January to North Africa and return escorting G.U.S.30 when 
directed by Commorseafron. OSMOND INGRAM will join.T.F.64 from 
Bermuda.
(C. in C. Lant 171800, 181828.)

My 171800 L.C.1.507-517 inclusive ALGORMA DIVER A.T.R. 2.3. 
54 will sail as part of T.F.64. C.T.F. 64 when appropriate near 
Azores direct this detachment (then constituted Task Group 64.9 
Com. L.C.I. Flot. 11 Comdr. Warburton in L.C.I.513 commanding) 
proceed Horta where upon arrival L.C.I’s report to Com.12th Fleet 
for duty and tugs and diver for temporary duty. Task Group is 
then dissolved.

(Cinclant 172022.) Ref. 171800 Task Force 65 hereby 
constituted Comdr.Headden in INGHAM, Comcortdiv 13 in FROST. 
Cortdiv 13, Comcortdiv 1 in GEORGE E. BADGER, OSMOND,INGRAM, 
CLEMSON, DUPONT, BROUGH, STURTEVANT, CHIWAWA plus small craft 
by separate despatch.

T.G.21.14. Task Group 21.14 hereby constituted CARD,LIVERMORE,
JACOB JONES, Cortdiv 3 loss BROUGH, STURTEVANT. 
Depart Hampton Roads 24 Jan. and operate against 
S/M. concentrations giving priority to those that 

might menace U.G. S/G.U.S. Convoys. Fuel at Bermuda or from U.G. S/j 
G.U.S. Tankers as necessary. My 071827 accordingly.
(C. in C. Lant 171912.)

U.T.7.
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MAGIC 
Russian 
A.M's & 
S.C's.

When ready after voyage repairs about 21st Jan. 1 
sail H.M.S. MAGIC Norfolk to Bermuda. N.O.B. 1 
Bermuda route onward to Horta escorting Russian 1 
minesweepers and subchasers for further routeing 1 
to Londonderry. 1 
(Cominch 172046Z to Comeastseafron, N.O.B.Bermuda, 1 
B.A.D. 172221Z.)

H.J.F.l. Departures H.M.C.S. GUYSBOROUGH and PORT HOPE 
escorting H.J.F.l.
(C.O.P. Halifax 172101Z.)

'1• Message 
received 
by WILLIAM 
J. WORTH.

U.S. SS. WILLIAM J. WORTH which arrived in convoy 
0.N.212 reported that she had received the 
following message by W/T and P/L from the Commodore 
Begins: - O.H.D. 9 Commodore's R/V 1200 G.M. T. 29 th. 
Nov., 47.04 N. 30.39 W. 1200 G.M.T. 30/11 44.43 N. 54.36 W. Ettfc. 
2. Navy Dept, request that matter be investigated. 
(B.A.D. 1721493 to Admty.)

L.S.l (L)'s. Re passages to U.K. 
(B.A.D. 172205.)

{O j • U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
3/M. attack 
and sighting 
summary.

For 24 hours to 0900Z/17th. Para.A. (l) H.M.S. 
BLIGH attacked U/B. contact at 1123/16th Jan. in 401 
15' N. 27° 54' W. (2) S8SS from unknown ship. 
Reported torpedoed at 2248/16 in 52° 35' N. 35° 00' 
W. Para.C. (l) Br. SS. JALADUTA reports sighting 
U/B. off reef L/V. position unknown at 0810/16th 
January in Calcutta area.
(D.D.I.C. 171107A.)

1 U/B.
estimates. (D.D.I.C. 171419A, 171425A.)

General A/S. Points from 28th Meeting A.U.Committee on 12th Jan. 
situation, (a) In general tactics adopted by the enemy continue 

to be extremely timid thereby reducing considerably 
the number of U/Bs. sunk. (b) Necessary counter- 

tactics to acoustic torpedo hamper counter-attacks and use of"Foxer* 
reduces asdic efficiency of escort vessels. New methods to over
come this disadvantage are under trial, (c) In coastal Command 
areas the majority of sightings and attacks are still by night.
(d) 14 out of 19 programmed M.A.C. ships are now operational.

/Remainder...
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN-

17.1.1944.
Monday.

Submarines Attacked.
Remainder should be completed during the next 
4 months. Their performance has been very 
satisfactory. (e) Policy of fitting Ret Defence. 
1. Equipment of new construetion\ ships building 
in the U.K. to cease. 2. Orders for equipment 
not completed or nearing completion should be 

cancelled for ships building in Canada. 3. Date of ceasing to 
fit ships building in U.S.A. for British flag should be based on 
U.S.A. policy. 4. Ships already fitted should continue to use 
equipment.

General A/S. 
situation.
(contd.)

(A.C.N.S. (U.T.) 171906A.)
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Home C ommands.
1. KING GEORGE V with GLASGOW and three 
destroyers arrived at Plymouth at Q018A today 
from the Mediterranean.

2. Capt. d .26 in HARDY with the six other 
destroyers of Convoy J.W.56A's Destroyer Escort 
arrived at Seidisfiord at 0156A and sailed again 
for Akureyri at 0610a .

C.S.l in KENT left Scapa at 0315, and BERWICK 
with BERMUDA at 0919, all for Akureyri, where 
the scattered Convoy and Escorts are re-assembling

3. Six M.Ls. engaged in rainelaying operation 
N.L.114 between Calais and Gravelines were 
shelled between 1924 and 1930 last night by 
enemy Coastal batteries. The M.Ls., who believe 
they were not visually sighted, abandoned the operation and retired without damage or casualty.

4. The Sloop WREN (S.O.) with three destroyers 
and three corvettes sailed from Lough Foyle at 
1340A today to carry out an A/S search of the 
N.W. coast of Ireland directed from A. C. H. Q. Liverpool with A/C co-operation.

Owing to sickness among the Staff, Situation 
Reports for Foreign Stations for this date 
are incomplete or missing.

Mediterranean.
5. Coastal forces operating from Bastia last 
night attacked with gunfire and hit enemy lighters off Spezia.

East Indies. f

6. M.V. LUXMI reported being gunned by a U-Boat 
at about 1800 G.M.T. today in 06.39 N. 79.02 E. 
(south of Cape Comorin.)
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7. The escort carriers TRUMPETER and BEGUM sailed from New York today in Convoy U.T.7.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy
BUGLOSS BUGLOSS is t o proceed to Gibraltar with K.M.S .40 

for onward routeing to Eastern Fleet.
(C. in C.W.A., 181248A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool).

ARIADNE When ready for sea request you will sail 
ARIADNE to Norfolk, Virginia, calling at Horta 
for fuel. Route.
(D.O.D.(H), 181U50A to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven).

JED A.M. 071708A. JED reduced to C* and Mi today. 
(R.N.O. Fort William, 181636A to Admty.).

a .f .d .37 A.M. 080122. It has been decided to allocate 
A.F.D.37 to Invergordon for Landing Craft 
maintenance.
2. C. in C. Nore is requested to arrange move
ments from Tilbury to Invergordon, in tow.

4* Although the need for this dock is urgent, movements should 
he confined to favourable weather in view of the type concrete 
construction.
(D.O.D. 181811A to C. in C. Nore).

IROQUOIS,
HURON.

N.S.H.Q. Ottawa's 122106. Subject to concurrence 
of C. in C. Plymouth propose IROQUOIS be sailed to 
Canada for refit on 15th February.
(2) It is anticipated HURON will join Plymouth 
command about 12th February and that another 
destroyer will replace IROQUOIS whilst in Canada. 
(R.A.D.H.F., 182146A to C. in C. Plymouth).

Iceland Gun 
Defences.

Defence of U.K.
Commanding General U.S. Forces in Iceland(C) 
informs me that owing to coming reduction of 
his forces he will be compelled to reduce or 
withdraw altogether t̂he gun defences of our three 
Fleet anchorages in order to provide effective 
protection for essential military and air

establishments in the Reykjavik and Keflavik areas.
2. , Iceland(C) number 639/00252/11 dated 27th September refers. 
Ranch.
3. The changes except at Brautarholt which is being withdrawn 
now are not expected to take place for 60 or 90 days and are as 
follows. Details.
4. This will mean that Akurayri and Seidisfiord will have no 
gun defences and that Hvalfiord will be protected only by 8
40 mm H.-a. guns although 6-inch battery at Grotta should afford 
some protection to entrance.
5. General asked my opinion on proposed changes. My reply was 
to effect that existing gun defences were a bare minimum for 
any (safe?) anchorage used regularly by H.M. Ships but 
suggested some reductions which in view of special circumstances 
might have to be accepted.

/General...
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Iceland Gun 
Defences.
(Contd.).

Defence of U.K.
6. General was unable to accept suggestions and 
stated that scope of defence available would only 
be sufficient for protection of military and air 
establishements. These latter however should 
have benefit of fighter protection as would Hvalfiord but not Akureyri or Seidisfiord. 
(A.C.I.C. 180032A to Admty.).

Portland Request MAY be sailed for Portland for repairA/S of A/S fixed defences in that area,
defences. (D. A/S.M. 151108A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Operations.
Special Arrived 2248A/17th KING GEORGE V, GLASGOW,
operation. ASHANTI, ATHABASKAN, METEOR.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 180018A to P.O.G.M.A.).

Operation Seidisfiord arrival Capt.(D) 26 in HARDY, VENUS,
"F.W." INCONSTANT, OBDURATE, VIRAGO, SAVAGE,VIGILANT, at 1631A/I7th. POPPY, DIANELLA at 2207/17th.

(A.C.I.C.,180156A to H.P.).
Scapa departure BERWICK and BERMUDA.(A.C.O.S.,180919A to R.N.O. Akureyri).Arrived Captain D.3 in MILNE.

(N.O.I.C. Aultbea, 180933A to R.A.D.).
Seidisfiord departure at 06l0A/l8th Capt. (D) 26th in 

HARDY, SAVAGE, VENUS, OFFA, VIRAGO, INCONSTANT, OBDURATE in company. E.T.A. Akureyri 1700A/I8th.
(A.C.I.C.,180940A to H.F.).
Please pass to P.0. 1st c/s. E.T.A. 1130 zone plus one 20th January.
(BERWICK, 181322A to A.C.O.S.).
Seidisfiord departure 110 9 /18 RAPIDOL escorted by FETLAR 

to Akureyri, E.T.A. Hrisey Island 1300A/19th.
(A.C.I.C. 181916 to C.S.1, Capt.(D) 26).Group 6 sailed Kola Inlet 23(?45)a/i8th.

Escort GLEANER, SPEEDWELL and HALCYON and 3 Russian M/S.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 182356A to S.B.N.O. North Russia).

S/M Request you will sail submarines from Lerwick as
patrols. follows (1) SEADOG at 1500A/19th Jan. through

090 degs. Muckle Flugga 20 miles thence through - 
(X) 061 degs. 15' 001 degs. 48' (Y) 060 degs.
43' 003 degs. 20* (Z) 059 degs. 08’ 004 degs. 00’ to patrol in accordance with S.M. 04318/182 dated 6th January.

(2) SPIRIT at 1800A/I9th January through 090 degs. Muckle Plugga 5 miles and route "Pink" to (corrupt group) 28' to patrol line PF.
(Capt.(S) 9» 180955A .to 8.0. S/M. Lerwick).

Own submarines at 0759/19th and movements in following 24 hours.
1. TELEMACHUS, VENTURER, as in my 161736.
2. STUBBORN off Kya. 3. SEANYMPH off Bodo. 4. SEADOG leaves

/Lerwick...
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S/M Patrols, 
(Contd.)

Operations.

Lerwick 1500/19th on surface through 090 degs. 
Muckle Flugga 20, 61 degs. 15' N. 01 degs. 48' 
E. 60 degs. 45 '  N. 03 degs. 20’ E. and 59 degs. 
08' N. 01+ degs. 00' S, diving by day within 60 
miles of Norway.

5* SPIRIT leaves Lerwick 1^00/19th through 090 degs. Muckle 
Flugga 5 and 62 degs. 01' N. 00 degs. 38’ W. then 030 degs. 
diving by day north of 62 degs.
(F..0.S. 181718A to Admty.).

N.L.114* My 171612. Operation N.L. 114 abandoned owing to
M.Ls. interference from enemy shore-batteries and
shelled. proximity of enemy patrols.

(V .A . Dover, 181101 to Admty.).
My 181101. Between 1924 and 1930 enemy coastal 
batteries opened fire on M.Ls.104» 213» 573>

210, 102, 125 when in 51 degs. 4' 20” N. 1 deg. 56' 12” E.
whilst engaged in Operation N.L.114. Number of salvoes not 
known. One fell within 200 yards, one shell falling oust ahead 
but failed to explode. The remainder all fell short. Salvoes 
consisted of four to six guns about six-inch calibre. Accurate 
bearing of batteries could not be obtained but estimated that the 
were from Gravelines and Calais. Motor Launches do not consider 
that they were sighted visually although star shells were fired 
from the Gravelines area.
(V.A. Dover, 181724a to Admty.).

A/S search 
by E.G. 15.

15th Escort Group. Sailed to comply with C. in C. 
W.A's 171251A.
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 181340A to C. in C. V.A.)

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 181437A.)

Biscay A/S 
operations.

C. in C. Lant has ordered C.T.G. 21.16 to leave 
patrol area in time to arrive Hampton Roads 29th 
January.
(D.O.D.(H), 181800A to C. in C. W.A.)

Operation As ordered in my memo. O.P.T.U. dated 21st October
”Tunnel”. 1943 tomorrow carry out Operation "Tunnel”.

2. Force 28 comprising ships addressed is to pass 
Gate at 1530A/1^th, thence through (SS) 162 degs. 
the Lizard 12 to reach (TT) 049 degs. 00' N. 004 

degs. 43’30” W. at 2215-
3. On passing (TT) force 28 is to act as ordered by 3.0. in 
TANATSIDE.
4. If no contact with enemy, force 28 is to withdraw at 0001/20th.
5. Weather permitting force 119 comprising available M.T.Bs. from 
Dartmouth will operate between Sept lies and Barnouic with 
orders not to proceed West of 003 degs. 28* W.
6. Attention is called to Q.Z.X.1199 and 1198.

/7- Any —
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Operation 
"Tunnel". 
(Contd.)

Operations.
7. Any information available from late air R/C 
will be signalled by C. in C. Plymouth.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 181920A to TANATSIDE, 
TALYBONT, BRISSENDEN, HAIDA, ASHANTI, ATHABASKAN, IROQUOIS.)

S/M Chaser 
Operation. HITRA returned at 2235A today. My 170524- 2. Operation successful.

(A.C.O.S., 182245 toAdmty.)

E-Boats.
Enemy Intelligence.
M.T.Bs. patrolling in accordance with my 171300A 
sighted 3 or 4 E or R Boats stopped in position 
245 degs. Cap d'Antifer 5 miles at 2245/17th 
January. Patrol was apparently not observed.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 182014A to Admty.)

Search for 
U-Boat.

U-Boats.
My 1719152. Hunt abandoned. Am proceeding in accordance with your 171237A.
(B.1., 180100A to C. in C. W.A.)
By D/F at 2021Z/18 position of U-Boat was
approximately 53 degs. 40' N. 14 degs. W. (D.D.I.C., 162200A to 3.1.)

Admiralty’s 182200A. Carry out search during dark hours tonight if weather permits.
(C. in C. W.A., 182202A to B.1.)

U-Boat
attacked. OPHELIA reports having attacked submarine in 

60 degs. 17’ N. 04 degs. 10’ V/. at 0550. 
(A.C.O.S., 180702 to Ships.)

U-Boat
reported. By D/F at 2049Z/18 position of U-Boat was 

approximately 51 degs. 30’ N. 16 degs. W.This frequency is not usually associated with convoy shadowing.
(D.D.I.C., 182230A to O.S.65, K.M.S.39.)

EMPIRE
TREASURE.

Casualties and Defects.
Lost propeller. Request assistance. Position 50 degs. 32’ N. 33 degs. 15’ W.
(EMPIRE TREA3URE, 180450Z to ?)
Detach 1 corvette and BUSTLER to assist EMPIRE
TREASURE reported to have lost propeller in 50 degs. 32' N. 033 degs. 15* W. at 180450.

(C. in C. W.A., 181504Z to O.N. 219.)
Position ZK 4 a.m. 050 degs. 27’ N. 033 degs. 08’ V. Lost 

propeller, stern frame broken at base and rudder non-operative. Require assistance.
(EMPIRE TREASURE, 181518Z to ? )

/Your
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Casiialties and Defects.
Your 181322. Take action in accordance with ray 
181501+. amended position of EMPIRE TREASURE is 
50.27 N. 33-08 W. at 181518Z drifting 1 knot.
If CELANDINE requires assistance this must be 
provided by escorts in company. FORESTER and 
ETTRICK are being instructed to rejoin convoy. 
(C. in C.W.A.,181702Z to C.1.).

Your 181702Z. GIFFORD and BUSTLER detached CELANDINE 
rejoined. My P.C.S. 048 degs. 4 0 ’, 040 degs. 15'» 240 degs.5* 

(C.1.,182147Z to C. in C.W.A.).

EMPIRE
TREASURE. 

(Contd.).

STRATHELLA Your 172345A. No information of STRATHELLA 
received since VELETA*s 142115*
(C. in C.W.A.,180626A to A.C.I.C.).

PELORUS Have been on collision at 0543 with small
merchant vessel in thick fog. Superficial damage 
to PELORUS glancing blow. Vessel name unknown. 
Continued on northerly course. My estimated 

position at time of collision 216 degs. 2 miles from 23 Buoy. 
(PELORUS, 180912A to C. in C. Rosyth).

PELORUS in collision in fog 0543/18th off May Island with 
small coastal steamer. Damage to PELORUS not serious.

(PELORUS, 181335 to Admty.).

BARENDRECHT Arrived BaRENDRECHT in tow of SAMSONIA .
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 181100A to N.O.I.C. 
Campbeltown).

FLINT FLINT CASTLE has been refloated. Vessel could
CASTLE. proceed under own steam this evening. Request

instructions.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 181204A to C. in C.W.A.). 
F.O.I.C. Greenock's 181204.
Request you will sail FLINT CASTLE to Belfast. 
(C. in C.W.A.,181728A to Cdre. WESTERN ISLES).

CYGNET Scapa arrival CYGNET.
(A.C.O.S.,181209 to N.O.I.C. Faeroes).

HEDERA SS HEDERA (Swed.) ex F.N.38 in collision with
LANCASTER and EMPIRE FLAG in vicinity of 15 
buoy at 171835 in hazy weather HEDERA sustained 
damage to Port bow and propellor. 3 members of 
crew of HEDERA slightly injured.
(F.O. Humber, 181301A to Admty.).

M.A.S.B.24,
and
M.A.S.B.25.

M.A.S.B's. 24 and 25 grounded on the Goodwins 
at approx. 0001/18 in 51 degs. 15' N. 01 degs. 
35' E. M.A.S.B.24 was refloated at 0310/18 having 
sustained minor damage to port and centre

/propellers...
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M.A.S.B.21+
and
M.A.S.B.25 
(Contd.).

Casualties and Defects.
propellers and P. brackets. M.A.3.B.25 is still 
aground. Two unsuccessful attempts have been made 
to salve. Further attempt will be made tomorrow 
weather permitting.
(V.A. Dover, 181808A to Admty.).

Shipping and Convoys.
S.L.11+5/ Report forthwith your P.C. and S.
M.K.S.36. (C. in C.W.A.,181013A to S.L.11+5/M.K.S.36).

R.U.105 On account of weather R.U.105 postponed until
0900/19th.
(M.O.W.T.,Iceland, 1811+30A).

S.L.11+5/ 35 M/Vs. Names and destinations.
M.K.3.36. (D.T.D. 181505A).

0.N.219. By D/F at 11+32Z/18. Position of U-boat was
(E.G.C1.) approx. 52 degs. 30' N.,33 degs. 30' W.

(D.D.I.C.,18161+0A to FORESTER, ETTRICK).
By 171557. Cancel instructions to proceed direct 
to St. Johns. Rejoin convoy.
(C. in C.W.A.,181659Z to FORESTER, ETTRICK).

Stern of wreck not considered salvageable closed in position 
052 degs. 21+’ 032 degs. 00' at 1630Z. No life. Left floating 
to continue search by daylight. No survivors seen.
2. ETTRICK stopped with switchboard burnt out from 1720 to 181+5* 
Temporary repairs affected but Asdic out of action. Proceeding 
at 181+5Z to comply with your 181659*
3. D/F bearing of U-boat 076 degs. over 15 miles obtained at 
2012 on 5095 kc/s. In vitw of weather condition fuel situation
and ETTRICK's condition do not intend to hunt.

1+. My P.C.S. 052 degs. 03' N. 031 degs. 52' W. 238 degs. 11 
knots. Weather 21+61, 1566.
(FORESTER, 182102Z to C. in C.W.A.).

U.T.7.Troop
convoys.

A.M. 151752/December. Amend dates of U.T.7 to 
read Arr. 28th Jan. Dep. 2nd Feb.
2. Troop convoy programme for February is 
planned as follows. Details.
(D.O.D.(H), 18212+5A).
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FO RE IGil 3 Tn. 3l0-< j  •

Norts  t l a n t i

UN3S3N. My 171744 refers. -Sailed. Local escorts M-Ls.
176, 174.
( F. 0. G • iVi * A • 180 90 5. )
(To U.K. for r e f i t .)

33* COBETA3. Your 171922* C0BBTA3 arrived Las Palma3 2100
Consulate closed. Agents ordered ship proceed 
forthwitn Valencia promising to (?square) Consul 
following morning. Snip sailed 2200 Master pro

testing at bein6 compelled to break our requisition. 
(C.C.B.C’.uibraltar 131033A to Adtnty. )
* re Detain 33* COBeiAo until further orders. -’eport Master's 
reasons for travelling from Las Palmas to Gibraltar without a ship Navicert.

33. xlAR uEgRO. N.C-S.O.St. Vincent, C.v. reports Spanish ..AS
NEGRO sailed St. Vincent 15th Jan. due Barcelona 
24-th. Contacted Italian Fascists ana from en
quiries may be carrying papers for them.

2. Intend to intercept and sent into Gibraltar for examination. 
(F.O.o.M.A. 181119A.)

L-C.T. 332. Ref. my 031540. Request decision may be given.
2. Port Captain, Dijon states that ship may re
float on Spring Tide when she will be to. ed into 
San Esteban for examination.
3, 4. Details of damage and cargo carried.

5. A. N. A. found that though 3 officers had almost complete 
liberty without vigilance,ratings were confined in military 
barracks and were not allowed out. He arranged for Embassy to 
3end civilian su its , tobacco and other e tc .'s  and for all to 
receive usual peseta allowance. Port Captain promised to improve 
conditions. Urgent (corrupt aroup). My 060931.
(B.H.A.Madrid 181141A.)

avON. Your 171748 Jan. Destination is Eastern Fleet.
(D.O.D. (F) 181340A to F.G.u.M-A.)

S3. MONTE Your 141542*- Failed to intercept MONTE NARANGO.
NARANCO. Intend sending her in after leaving Cadiz i f  bound

east.
(F.O..G.M.A. 181453A to Admty. )
* S3. COBmJrtS, due Ceuta 16th, MONTa NARANCO due 
Cadiz 15th, both ships be sent for information.

C.T.G .62.9, C.R. No. 127. C«f«G. 62*9 (in L«C« 1.499) with 
f.vi. 120.2 P.Cs. 552, 553, 1225 and L .C .Is. 493 to 502 arrive

Horta and reparted for duty. Redesignated T .j .
120.2*
(Corn. 12th Fleet 181633.)

/Convoys. . .
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passing
Europa.

CILICI*.

U/B off 
Bahia.
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FOREIviN 3TATI0R3 .

forth Atlantic - Conta.
Your 081631 para. A. This will he done. C. in 
C.W«A. is requested to instruct R.C.S.Os. accordingly. C* in C«Med. 161717 refers. 
(A.C.W.S.(U.T.) 181935A to F-O.G.M.A.)

Onward route to Halifax. 
(Cominch 188240Z.)

South Atlantic«
Vice Consul Lobito reports unknown S/iW off Bahia 
Farta evening 15th. He did not grade report but 
believed information reliable.
(C. in C.o.A. 180953C to Admty. (R) o .O.I. 
Freetown. )
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FOREIGN 3TATIONS.

u.U.8/
U • G • o •
Convoys• 
Standard 
route.

Mediterranean.

Request v e r i f i c a t i o n  la s t  p o s it io n  para. 23 your 
101505 rece ived  as 06903. Com. 10th F l e e t 's  
051815 gave 06902.
(0. in  C-ivied. 180820 to Admty. )

D a ily  Opsum 265. American t ra n s it  a i r c r a f t  re 
ported  submarine o f f  Muscat, Gulf o f  Oman. Early  
corning 16 Jan. 2 Cata linas (P .3 .Y .5 )  2 

Y/ellingtons searched during day and fo l lo w in g  
n igh t. Obtaining 2 contacts same area. Further 
d e ta i ls  awaited.
(H.Q.R.A.F.M.E. 1809442.)

Your 171236. I t  13 hoped that i t  is  appreciated 
that i t  w i l l  not be poss ib le  to provide any 
a d d it ion a l A/S rein forcem ents from Mediterranean 
sources during the period  o f  absence o f  ANTELOPE. 
(C. in C-Med. 181148A to F.O.G.M.A. (R) Adraty. )

I t  i3 noted that 3ANDY/ICH in S.Q. 38 and FLEETWOOD 
and BIDEFORD in  E.G.41 have Oood A.A. armament.
As the th rea t o f  enemy a i r  a ttack  i3 g rea te r  in 
Med. than on the Gib. to Freetown run i t  would be 
appreciated  i f  you would consider exchanging these 
sh-ips f o r  three f r ig a t e s  from the Med. Escort 

Groups. I f  you have no ser ious  ob jec t ion  I  w i l l  take the matter 
up w ith  Adm iralty .

C- in C*Med. 181154^ to F.O.C.Y/.Af. )
Reply 191206A.)

M.K.F.27A. M .3.C .I* 5. Request you w i l l  s a i l  M.K.F.27A
co n s is t in g  o f  RaMILLlES, 33* OROnTES, 33. REINA 
DEL PACIFICO, Submarine 0.24 at 1530A tomorrow 19th 
2. A. 14 knots to G ib ra lta r  thence 15j.

B. 15. 3. Route. 8. 8 DUCK 0 ITH (3 * 0 . ) ,  COOKE, BLACKWOOD,
BERRY, DpMETT, E33INGT0N, A.A. escort  DELHI to  G ib ra lta r .
9. RALIILLIE3 and submarine 0.24 w ith  3 escorts  are to enter 
G ib ra lta r .  F.O.G.M.A. is  requested to. issue orders f o r  s a i l in g  
RAMILLIES, V/AREPITE .and ATHENE and f o r  subsequent R/V w ith  re 
mainder o f convoy.
(C. in C.Med. 181252A to Com. A lg ie r s ,  (R) RaMILLIE3, Escorts 
;>1.K . F.2 7A, Admty. V7ARSPITS, F.O.G.M.A. DELHI, ATHENE, DUCKWORTH, 
Cornnob Oran, N .L.O .M ac.)

3T0RK. Senior Engineer O f f i c e r  has examined starboard
gearing  which is  badly worn but does not preclude 
3T0RK proceeding to  see f o r  escort  duty on 20th 
Jan. Manoeuvring in and out o f harbour w i l l  be 

done w ith  a id o f tug to avo id  undue s tresses  on p in ion  teeth . 
(E .G .50 181727B to  Capt. F.Levant Destroyers , N .O .I .C . Port  
S a id , )

A i r  reports .

Re in ten t ion  
o f  F.O.G.M.A. 
to v i s i t  
Azores in 
ANTELOPE.

Exchange o f  
3 escort 
vesse ls  *

/ 33• LmTITlA...
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FOREIGII STATIONS.

Medi te rrane an« -  Contd.

LETITIA grounded en tering  A lexandria  today but r e 
f lo a te d  la t e r .  numbers 1, 4 , 5 and 6 D.3. tanks 
leak ing.
(P .b •T.0• v».E. 181332. )

My 182356 not to a l l  addressees. Request you w i l l  
s a i l  one I t a l i a n  submarine f o r  a/S t ra in in c at 
Freetown and one to Eastern F le e t  as soon as con
ven ien t and a second to Eastern F le e t  on a r r iv a l  
o f  ARCHIMEDE.
2* 0. in C .3 .F . is  requested to  in form  you o f  

d e s t in a t io n  o f  submarines a l lo ca ted  to  him.
(A .C .N .S . (F )  181945A to  C. in C.Med. )

S itu a t ion  1. BLACKMORE and LEDBURY sh e l led  Durazzo during
report  No. 275.n ight o f  15/16th January and p a t ro l le d  from 

Durazzo i,o Valona but s igh ted  nothing.
2. Drvenix and Vela Luka Barbour (Korcula Is lan d ) 
were sh e l led  by TR0U3RIDDE and TUMULT during n i^ht 

o f  16/17th Jan. des troyers  a lso  p a t ro l le d  from Z i r j e  Is land  to"” 
Korcula but s igh ted  noth ine .
3. During n it ;it 17/18th Jan. Coastal Forces opera tin  f'-om Bastia 
attached and h it  enemy l ig h t e r s  o f f  Bpezia.
(C. in C.Med. 182032A.)

U-Boat Enemy 3/to H/F D/F raaking 72 groups s ign a l bearing
rep o r t .  049° over 30 m iles at 2153B 2nd C lass. My p o s i-1"

t io n  033° 10' N. 022° 02* E.
(U3K 182100Z to F .O .L .E .M .)

293
18. 1.1944. 
Tuesday._____War Diar?) .

33. LETITIA.

3 I t a l i a n  
3/Ms f o r  
A/3 tra in in g .
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East Indies.
No change.
(Oapt. (S) 4, 180252Z.)
Bi-weekly U-Boat Disposition No. 18. 
(C. in C. E.F. , 180323Z.)

Summarized report of TALLY-BO third Far Eastern 
Patrol. Times FG.
0915/9th sighted KUMA class cruiser exercising. 
085f/l.l sighted cruiser and destroyers mast.
0913/11 fired 7 torpedoes range 1900 yards 2 
hits cruiser sank 005° 28* 099° 55’. Counter 

attack 18 depth charges.
0037/12 004° 39' 099° 0 6 ’ attacked by 2 S/M chasers 6 depth 
charges no damage.
0904 accurate bombing attack by aircraft navigation lights (?) 
only damaged.
1435/14th 1 escorted merchant ship similar to JOBORE MARU 96,000 
tons) entered Sawibay Gar Nicobar from north-east out of range. 
Did not anchor but turned round and left on course 047°. Gave 
chase.
1600 approx, enemy heeled 010°.
0054/15th fired 6 torpedoes range 5500 yards one hit vessel sank 
position 010° 4 5 ’ 093° OS’. .
(Capt. (S) 4, 181052Z.) jx s W tt* ; Z X O Z o q  t> S u .

U/B
dispositions.

TALLY-BO
patrol
report.

M.V. LUXMI. Following has been read. SSSS from LUXMI position
1800. G.M.T. 6 R 3 9 North 79 R 02 East gunned. 
(Colombo W/T, No T.0.0.)

1
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• America and West Indies.
T.G. 21.16. BLOCK ISLAND, 4 destroyers departing vicinity

of Azores will search generally westward from 
45.00 N. 17.00 W. commencing 0700Z/20th.
(Radio Washington, 181231Z.)

C.R. No.1039. Comply my 061637 which restricts operations 
to southward of 40 N. when East Azores. Give preference to 
possible further operations area north-west Azores if indicated 
by Cominch daily summaries.

(Cinclant, 181515 to C.T.G. 21.16.)
Ref. 061637 - not held. Previously requested for Admty.

Not yet received.
Begins. C.T.G. 21.16 speaks. N.S.S. pass to same addresses 

My 181125*. Change 17 West to read 27 West. Ends. / Admty. 
pass S.B.N.O. Azores.

(Radio Washington, 181702Z to C.T.G. 21.16.)
* Circulated under T.O.O. 181231Z as Most Secret.
/ Passing action being taken by War Registry.

ss
ADRASTUS.

ADRASTUS from 0.N.W.218 arrived Shelburne N.S. 
January 17th with collision damage.
(N.C.S.O. Halifax, 181504Z.)

U/B (N.S.H.Ottawa, 181518Z; Washington 181611Z.)
Estimates.

T.G. 120.2 Request you route T.G. 120.2 to Plymouth. Cdr.
(Landing 12th Fleet 171257 and 181633 refers. Vessels
craft). should be ready to sail January 20th.

(Cdr. 12th Fleet, 181636 to Admty.)

Zigzagging. Reply to A.M. 151840 (proposals for control).
(Com. 10th Fleet (C. & R.), 181638Z.)See Lion Gopy.

BRONZO. To be offered to French by Cominch on terras
approved by C.C.S.
(Admty., 182035A.)

2 U/Bs. N o report 17th. Admiralty inform Comnaveu,
sunk. H. Q.C.C.

Para. A. GUADALCANAL reports her A/C sank two 
U-Boats 40.30 N. 37.20 W. 1845/16. Minimum 20 
survivors in water. A third U-Boat was believed 

sighted same area but submerged before attack could be made. 
Para. D. Sub. reported 19.28 N. 74.22 W. 1455/18. All times Z. 
(Cominch, 182106Z.)

Convoy Sail 2200z/19th. Escort T.G. 21.6 U. S.S. CHARLES
C.U. 12. LAWRENCE S.U., U.S.S. D.T. GRIFFIN, DONNELL, SIMS,

HOPPING, REVES.
(P.D. New York, 182132Z.)
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“  O.T.P.”  are excepted from this rule.]

messages. I f  however o f  tea  cons if.o ra t io n  o f the above

Paragraph (F ) concur. Suggest that summary be made part 
o f  d a i ly  d iv e rs io n  summary exchanged by Br. -  US ilaval 
a u th o r it ie s .

2. Suggest that CAMSI 203 remain as a t presen t se rv in g  
as bas is  a i r  a l l  z ig zag ; in s tru c tio n s  excep t th a t there be 
added, a statement to  the e f f e c t  that supplementary z ig za g  
in s tru c tion s  may be rec e iv ed  by B.A.M.S.

1616;
MOST SECRET IT!
Prom COMTENTH P i t ,  C. and R,

C.C.M. 'T3RC0 BY CABLE

Addressod Adm ira lty .

Reference your 15181+0.

Admiralty still desires to  include zigzagging information 
in route messages COMTEITT'-ET.YET C and S will agree.

181638Z

A .C .H .S .(U T ). 
U/Y.R.
Capt. Pim, 
D.C.
P lo t .

4
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Submarines reported,
U/B attack My 221059 July 1942.
and sighting 1. BLIGH with H.X.274 attacked a contact at 
summary. 1123Z/16 in position 45° 15’ N. 27° 54* W.

Loud underwater explosion heard after second 
pattern followed by oil patch and large air 
bubble.

2. Wellington L/172 at 2255Z/13 in 44° 15’ N. 20° 38' W. 
attacked a surfaced U-Boat with depth charges. G.T.G. 21.16 
rescued 43 survivors in 44° 20' N. 20° 10' W.
(D.A.U.D. , 180125A.)

Sub. attack and sighting summary for 24 hours to 0900Z/18. 
Para. B: (1) WANDERER and GLENARM attacked U-Boat contact at1355/17 in 50° 08’ N. 19° 01' W.
(2) A/G reported sighting U-Boat at 120Q/16th January in 23°40’ N. 60" 40’ E.

(D.D.I.C., 181045A.)

U/B
estimates. (D.D.I.C., 181400A, 181416A.)
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Operation
F.W.

A/S search 
by E.G.15.

Two U-Boats 
attacked.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1. Of the 20 M/Vs. which left Loch Ewe on the 
12th January in Convoy J.W.56A one has returned 
to Loch Ewe, three more are presumed to be 
returning there, and the remaining 16 together 
with all the Convoy Escorts had arrived at 
Akureyri at 1224A today. C.S.1 in KENT arrived at Akureyri at 2354A to report the position.

2. The sloop WREN (S.O. ) with three corvettes 
and three destroyers forming E.G.15 are repeating 
tonight their last night’s A/S search of the N.W. 
coast of Ireland; and at daylight tomorrow are 
to meet Convoy H.X.274 about 25 miles N.W. of 
Erris Head and escort it as a special precaution 
in the approaches to the North Channel.

3. At 0043Z today the A/S Rescue Trawler 
NORTHERN SKY escorting Convoy M.K.S.36 about 480 
miles W. by S. of Lands End sighted and depth- 
charged a U-Boat. A small oil patch was seen, 
but contact could not be regained.

At 1941Z the Corvette VIOLET, escorting 
Convoy 0.S.65/K.M.S.39 about 480 miles W. by N. 
of Lands End made two hedgehog attacks on a 
U-Boat ahead of the Convoy. An explosion was 
observed after the second attack and a further explosion astern of VIOLET was believed to be that of a '’Gnat'1. a  large oil patch appeared 
and was investigated by VIOLET and ROSELYS.

V

Owing to sickness among the Staff. Situation Reports for Foreign Stations for this date—  
are incomplete or missingT
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Wednesday.

Policy.
RAMILLIES. In view of employment of RAMILLIES given in para. 2

of A.M. 172218 suggest she be attached to P.0.1.0. 
Greenock. Para.3 refers.
(C. in O.H.P. 191133A to Admty.)

Technical
information
for
Allies.

2. Telegram No.152 space of 1 Nov. from Mr.Eden 
in Moscow to Foreign Office gives text agreed and 
will be included in protocol.
(30 Mission, Moscow 191735Z to War Office.)
Note by M.1.17. Text of telegram 152 Space reads 
as follows:- "It is agreed that in order to ensure 
that all information regarding the common enemy is 
available to all the Allies engaged in his destruc 
ion, the Allies should keep each other mutually and 
constantly informed of all technical military 
information reaching them regarding the German 
Army, Navy and Air Force, fighting value of enemy 
formation and tactics used".

Operations.
Operation C. in C.H.F's 050701 paras (B) and (C).
F.W. GYGNET will now form part of through escort for

J.W.56 B.
(V.A.2 190002 to H.F.)
We must look at operation F.W. as a whole including: 

the R.A. portions. (2) I think we can complete the operation 
quickest by sailing the present J.W.56A. first provided this can 
be done not later than 21st. Otherwise it will pay to sail 
present J.W.56 B. first by new short route East of Faeroes.

(V.A.2 191054A to C.S.l.)
POPPY and DIANELLA with SS. AERT VAN DER NEER arrived at 

1700A/18th. V.A.2 H.F's. 172139 refers.
(A.C.I.C. 191140A to H.F.)
16 ships and all escorts of J.W. 56A are at Akureyri 4 missing- 

ships thought to have returned to Loch Ewe are JEFFERSON DAVIS, 
CHARLES BULLFINCH, JOHN A. QUITMAN, NATHANIAL ALEXANDER. Intend 
to sail maximum probably 14 ships on 21st.

(C.S.l 191224A to V.A.2.) C. in C.H.F’s 051009.
Following is route "Green" which may be ordered each J.W.56E. 

reverse line from route "Blue" through position R. and Q. to 
position P. Thence to position G. and then route "Red".

(V.A.2. 191257A to H.F.)
Intend to sail Group 7 consisting of following 9 ships.

(Names)1100A/25 Jan.from ice edge to Kola Inlet. 2. Request escort 
may be detailed accordingly. 3. This will clear Dvina ports. 

(S.B.N.O. Archangel 191657A to S.B.N.0. North Russia.)
S.B.N.O. Murmansk 172029. Amend para.l to read further 

signal will be made as to date of sailing.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 191802A to H.F.)
Akureyri arrival. (A) C.S.l in KENT. Capt. (D) 26th D.F. in 

HARDY, SAVAGE, VENUS, (70FFA) OBDURATE, VIRAGO and INCONSTANT.
(B) 3.0. M/S.18 in READY, ORESTES, WALLFLOWER, BORAGE.
(C) 16 merchant ships in all have arrived. V.A.2 172139 refers.

(A.C.I.C. 192354A to H.F.)

/A/S
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HOMB COMMANDS.

Operations. - Gontd.
Return to Londonderry forthwith to repair Radar. 
(C. in C.W.A. 190959 to 8ALADIN.)
1. Ships are to repeat the search as in my 17125 
tonight. 2. Todays’ sweep is to be ended in time 
for ships to be 307° Tory Island light 5 miles at 
1900A. 3. At daylight tomorrow H.X.274, S.O.
OTTAWA, is to be met in 055° 05’ N. 010° 40’ W. 

Line abreast screen is to be formed 3 miles ahead. 4. SALADIN 
is to proceed to join search as soon as Radar is repairs.
(C. in C.W.A. 191332A to E.G.15.)

Sailed SALADIN 200400A to comply with your 191332.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 192355A and 200416A to C. in C.W.A.)

A/S. 
search 
by E.G.15.

Operation Copies of following signals concerning the proced-
"Overlord". ure for identifying British and American Landing 

Ships and craft are passed to A.N.C.X.F. for 
information. A.M. 050259/November, Coranavev|r 
111333 November., A.M. 151521/December, Comnaveu 
150906/December.

2. In addition to action proposed in Comnaveu 11133/November, 
with which Admiralty concurs, and that ordered in Comnaveu 150906 
December, Corrmaveu is requested to arrange for similar action to 
be taken in regard to all British Landing Ships and Craft which 
are transferred to the U.S. Navy for manning and operation for 
"Overlord". 3. Comnaveu has agreed to keep Admiralty informed 
of the identification, organisation, state and whereabouts of 
U.S. Landing Ships and Craft in the U.K. 4. A.N.C.X.F. is 
requested to arrange for information to be furnished weekly stat
ing which U.S. Landing Ships and Craft are under British operat
ional control and which control, stating to which assault groups 
they severally are allocated and at what bases they are berthed 
or accommodated.
(D.O.D. 191114A to A.N.C.X.F.)

With reference to use of Captain Class Frigate for "Overlord" 
Owing to the unique engine room equipment of these ships and 
necessity for specialist maintenance it is considered:- 
(1) That they should work from one or at most two ports in the 3. 
where a small specially trained staff should be kept for running 
repairs. This staff could be trained at Belfast. (2) A small 
amount of special stores and spares should be kept at this port 
or ports. (3) For long lay over periods, boiler cleaning, 
decarbonizing, etc., ships should return to their Western 
Approaches bases where full facilities are available.

(C. in C.W.A. 191418A to Admty.)
Request immediate report as to any mooring commitments in 

local waters relating to operation "Overlord" excluding PLUTO and 
BOMBARDON for which Dockyard resources are inadequate and which 
will require assistance from Boom organisation if they are to be 
implemented in time.

(D.B.D. 192302A to C's in C. and F.O.I.C's in U.K.)

Biscay U.S.S. CARD with one destroyer and three destroyer
A/S. escorts forming Task Group 21.14 will leave
operations. Hampton Roads on 24th January to operate against

submarines giving priority to those that might 
menace U.G.S/G.U. S. convoys.
(D.O.D.H. 191245A to C. in C. T. A., C. in C.Plymouth

/Situation..
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operation
P.W.
(contd.)

Operations.
Situation at 181957A. U.S.S. BLOCK ISLAND, 
C.T.G. 21.16 4 U.S. destroyers in approx. 042°
16' 027° 30’ W. to 045' 027° thence to
westward 15. My 191219. Refers. 
(C. in C.W.A. 191339A to Admty.)

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

'C. in C. Portsmouth 191432A, 191553A.) 
V.A. Dover 191528A.)

S/M.
Patrols.

SEAD0G left Lerwick 1501A/I9th proceeding through 
090° Muckle Flugga 20 miles, 061° 15’ N. 001° 48’ 

45’ N. 003° 20’ E. and 059° 08’ N. 004°060 ‘00’ E. thence patrolling off Skudesnes. Unescorted 
and on surface at C.O. discretion till within 

60 miles of Norwegian Coast.
(S.O. S/M. Lerwick 191507A to S/Ms.)

Proceeding unescorted and on surface at C.O. discretion till 
062° N. SPIRIT left Lerwick 1740A/19th through 090° Muckle 
Flugga 5, then by route "Pink" to patrol line FF.

(S.O. S/M. Lerwick 191747A to S/Ms.)
0800/20th positions of own S/Ms. and movements for following 

24 hours. (a) TELEMACHUS, VENTURER, as in my 161736.
(b) STUBBORN, SEANYMFH, as in my 181718. (c) SEADOG 60° 55’ N. 
026 50’ E. dived by day through 60° 45' N. 03b 20’ E. to patrol
off Skudesnes. (d) SPIRIT 62° 10* N, 
course 030° to patrol vicinity of 63° 

(F.O.S. 191812A to Admty.)
00° 30* W. dived by day 
28' N. 01° 10’ E.

Yarmouth.
Mining.
My 131122A. 1. One mine cut in 061° 54D buoy
4 point 5 miles. 2. 2 mines detonated in 054°
54D buoy 4 point 2 miles today.
(F.O.I.C. Gt.Yarmouth 191447A to C. in C. Nore.)

Portsmouth. Two Magnetic mines detonated by LL in the following 
approximate positions:- (A) Anvil Point 115° 5 
miles 9 cables. (B) Anvil Point 106° 6 miles 
9 cables.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 191805A and 201426 to Admty.)

N.L.114. My 191528. Operation N.L.114 abandoned due to 
weather.
(V.A.Dover 191814A to Admty.)

Q.Z.Y.425. Search of Q.Z.Y.425 completed in "King" formation 
with negative results.
(M/S.16 191915A to C. in C. Plymouth.)
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HOME COMMANDS.

U-Boats.
Report action taken last night. My 182202 refers. 
(C. in C.W.A. 190948A to B.l.) (
Your 190948A. Searched within area 053° 28* N.
013° 34* V. 053° 28’ N. 014° 34' W. 054° 00’ N.
014° 34’ W. retiring in 054° 00' N. 013° CO’-.7.
P.C.S. 054° 18’ N. 011° 46’ W. 063° 16 knots.
(B.l. 191101A to C. in C.W.A.)

Navigational.
Port closed owing to fog.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 191508A to Admty.) 
Port open.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich 191626A.)

Port closed owing to fog.
(N.O.I.C. Lowestoft 191541A to Admty.) 
Port now open.
(N.O.I.C. Lowestoft 192122A.)

Technical.
Ref. A.C.I. 141. When within range of enemy 
aircraft consideration should be given to warning 
all Merchant Ships to be prepared to burn smoke 
floats. The burning of Floats by ships in convoy 
reinforced by smoke made from suitably placed 

rove effective against high-level or glider bomb
. 191838B to Ships.)

I

Casualties & Defects.
Scapa departure. CYGNET.
(A.C.O.S. 190931 to N.O.I.C. Aultbea.) 
Arrived CYGNET.
(N.O.I.C. Aultbea 191655A to A.C.O.S.)

Reported position of EMPIRE TREASURE at 0600Z/19th 
050° 11’ N. 032° 03’ W. drifting E.S.E. 2 knots. 
(C. in C.W.A. 190958Z to GIFFARD.)

Your 171952. Para.3. L.C.A.865, and.790 S$nk in
deep water. Salvage not practicable. L.C.A.783 
engines salved but craft completely wrecked and 
considered no longer existing.
(F.O. Force "S" 191033A to Admty.)

/Unknown...
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Casualties & Defects - Contd.
Unknown Signal name of ship if known otherwise description a
ship. any particulars.

(C. in C.W.A. 191129Z to FORESTER.)
Your 191129Z. Only stern shown above water. 
Appeared to be Liberty ship. Paint in g)od 

condition above and below waterline. Single s^rew, square red- 
leaded rudder. One American 3 inch fLA/t*A gun, 2 Oerlikons and 
smoke floats on poop. No name on stern. Nothing identifiable 
seen on board nor among slight wreckage.
(FORESTER 191715Z to C. in C.W.A.)

STRATHELLA.

M.T.B.435, M.T.B.435 and Polish M.T.B. S.4 grounded off Dover
M. T.B. S.4. on 15th January, and were both extensively damaged

They were refloated and M.T.B.435 towed to Dover 
and S.4 to Ramsgate.
(V.A. Dover 191242A to Admty.)

FLINT CASTLE. Arrived FLINT CASTLE.
(F.O.I.C. N.I. 191243A to WESTERN ISLES.)

Shipping & Convoys.
M.K.S.36. S/M. sighted on surface. Dived in 048° 42’ N.

018° 00' W.
(ROCHESTER 190043 to Cdre. D.W.A.)
My 190043Z. NORTHERN SKY in position X sighted 
U/B. on surface which immediately dived. A/S. 

contact obtained and one depth charge attack carried out after 
which contact was lost. Small oil patch observed. NORTHERN SKY 
and LUNENBERG searched until 0300Z without regaining contact. 
(ROCHESTER 191501Z to C. in C.W.A.)

U.R.106. (A) 0945/19. (B) QUADRILLE, NORTHERN WAVE.
Additional ERRAID, NAB WYKE. (C) 5. 
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe 191030A to Admty.)

K.M.F.28. Am being shadowed by enemy A/C. course 090°,45°
38’ N. 21° 10' W. 180° 13 knots.
(PRINCE ROBERT 191031 to Whitehall W/T.)
My P.C.S. at 1200Z 045° 34’ N. 015° 49' W. 220° 
18 knots.
(CALDER 191200Z to C. in C.W.A. (R) E.G.4. ) 

K.M.F.28. P.C.S. 1900Z, 043° 53’ N. 021° 12’ W. 178° 12£. 
Negative SHAD. PRINCE ROBERT’S 191031A refers. Weather 5781 
3121.

(E.G.4. 191827Z to C. in C.W.A.)
/S.C.151...
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S.C.151.
Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
Cancel ray 181200Z. Will comply with F.O.G.M.A's 
181135 A.
(DEVERON 191045Z to C. in C.W.A.)

0.N.221. FUSILIER detailed as Rescue Tug escort and intend 
to sail 1100A/22nd January to Moville.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 191055A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

0.3.66/
K.M.S.40.

In view of BITER's 182121A request you will 
arrange for ACTIVITY to sail with FENCER on 24th 
January as First Air Group to provide Fighter and 
A/S support for 0.S.66/K.M.S.40, S.0.40th Escort 
Group in EXE.
(C. in C.W.A. 191146A to F.O.C.T.)

0.N.220,
0.N.S.27.

Detach XRIEZIS to join 0.N.S.27 forthwith. 
(C. in C.W.A. 191658Z to Escorts 0.N.220.)

R.U.105. 1700A/19th. (2) VELETA S.0. , NORTHERN SPRAY,
knots. (4) As in ray 141916A.

Iceland 191722A to N.C.S.0. Loch Ewe.)

H.X.274. (l) It is intended to take further anti U/B
precautions in the approaches to North Channel.
(2) S.G.15(S.O. in WREN) meet and support H.X.274 
dawn 20th, forming screen 3 miles ahead.
(3) E.G. C.5 detach 2 escorts to join support 

force under orders of WREN. (4) On arrival position A. 055° 35' 
N. 007° 00' W. ships of C.5 E.G. return to bases.
(C. in C.W.A. 191910A to H.X.274, E.G.15.)

0.8.65/ 
K.M.S.39.

\). Ip \ :rwwl(

One S/M. attacked 50° 27' N. 18° 17' W.
(B.3 191941Z to C. in C.W.A.)
H.M.S. VIOLET has attacked S/M twice with Hedgehog 
ahead of convoy.
2. Observed explosion after 2nd attack, also

probably«Gnatuexploded astern, 
investigating large oil patch. 
2000Z, 050° 28' N. 018° 17' W. 
(B.3 192035Z to C. in C.W.A.)

ROSELYS and VIOLET now 
O.S.65/K.M.3.39 P.C.S. at 
5. 5. Weather 2471 2367.
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33• MONTE 
NA3ANC0.

North Atlantic.
Your 131453, no action required. 
(D.iS-’V.D. 191110A to F.O.G.M.A.)

3i. :i/iR n eg ro. You:'* 131119, concur*
(D.E.V-.D. 191113A to F-O.G.M.A. )

F * 0 • Ur • Li • ri . 
visit to Azores.

I had anticipated the livelihood of- your 181148* but feel that I must no longer delay my visit to Azores. The need to visit three islands with some of my staff rules out other means of transport.
(F-O.G.il.A. 191118a to Q. in C.Med. (R) Admty.)
*■ re impossibility to provide relief for ANTELOPE 
during visit to Azores.

T.G. 120.2 Ocean route to Plymouth. (D.O.J.(H) 191605A.)

1313 * Request confirmation that 1313 is re-allocated to 8th Flotilla. Your 1,41742 (re organisation of Fleet destroyers) refers.(F.O. r.d.A. 191630A to C. in 0. Fed. (R) Admty.)

G • T • Cj  • 21* 12* Modify my 172204. Commencing 08302/20 Jan. will search southwest from 44 N. 32 v;. Operations Jan. 
21 and 22 in same area basing on Cominch estimates ALDEN rejoin daylight 21 Jan. at 42 N. 35 W.T.G. to arrive Horta for fuel 24 Jan.(C.T.G. 21.12 192045 to ALDEN, C. in C.Lant.)

HANKING.
South A t l a n t i c .
Sailed to Kilinaini.
(N.O.I.C* Durban 1915152 to Admty.)

U/B off Dakar 
18 Aug. '43. Your 171220, Admiralty appreciate that only two U- Boats were in Dakar area on 17th and 18th August, possibly only one. Sightings 07552/17, the 1000, 17 attack and the 06452/18 attack are thought to have been on the same U-Boat and to have killed it (A.C.N.3. (U.T.) 191927A to F. 0-C .Af. )

0
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Mediterranean.
L.S.Ts. A.M. 290019 Dec. (Hush). The following is

suggested as revised programme for return of 68 
L.S.T.(2) to U.K. (details).
(A.C.N.S.(F), 190106A to C. in G. Med., (R) 
B.A.D. )

P. 49 
(UNRULY),
P • 55
(unsparing) .

P.49 (UNRULY) leave patrol p.m. today 19th (route) 
to arrive Beirut 0645/24th.
(2) P.55 (UNSPARING) patrols between Tenedos and 
Capa Baba close to Turkish territorial waters 
after 0002/20th.
(Capt. (S) 1, 191152B to P.49 (UNRULY), P.55 
(UNSPARING), (R) O.R.P. SOKOL, F.O.L.E.M.)

Exchange of 
3 escort 
vessels.

38th and 41st Escort Group. M.G.Es. are based 
on and operated from Gibraltar.
(2) Concur in exchange proposed in your 181154 
but it is pointed out that armament of SANDWICH 
is only one 4-inch gun and four Oerlikons and 
BIDEFORD two 4-inch guns and four Qerlikons. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 191206A to C. in C. Med.)

TANTIVY, All times zone minus one.
K. 14. Detach from K.M.S.38 at about 0559/23rd and proceed

independently.
(A) TANTIVY on surface at ll£ knots through 034°
21' 020° 01' at 0010/24th thence on course 103° 

diving by day on 24th and 25th to pass 031° 48' 032° 34' at 
0330/27th arriving Port Said 0630/27th. „
(B) K.14 at ll£ knots on surface through 035° 11' 019° 58’thence 
course 106° diving by day 24th and 25th to pass 032° 22' 031° 47’
Said°0801/27thnd proceedir)€ via 031° 48> 032° 34’ to arrive Port

201 Group is requested to arrange total and submerged bombing 
restrictions for both these routes in accordance with M.J.A.0.24.
3. After 0600/23rd set watch in accordance with S.l/43 section ML table 2(3).
4. Enemy U-Boats operating up to 60 miles from African coast between 020° and 025° E.
5. DELPHINIUM pass by v/S to submarines addressed.
(S.O. Subs. Malta, 191505 to TANTIVY, K.14, C. in C. Med., V.A. 
Malta, F.O.L.E.M., Capt. (s) 10, Capt. (s) 1, (R) A.H.Q. Malta, 
Admty., S.A. Alex., F.O.G.M.A., DELPHINIUM, Group 201, S.E.K.M. S.38. )

K.M.F.29 will sail from U.K. on 21st Feb. and 
M.K.F.29 from Port Said on 2nd March.
2. It is intended to discontinue advance inform
ation such as the above. Addressees should assume 
that K.M.F. convoys will sail regularly every 37 
days and that M.K.F. convoys will leave Port Said10 days later.

3. A.M. 011540 refers.
(D.O.D.(F), 191607a  to C. in C. Med., C. in C. E.F. (S.E.A.C.), 
F.O.L.E.M., F.O.C.W.Af., F.O.G.M.A., C. in C. W.A., Info. C. in 
C. S.A., S.N.O.R.S.C.A. )

K.M.F./
M.K.F.
Convoy
cycles.



W t. 27614— P.6612 2,000 pads 10/43 G.S.St. Gp. 620

SSjOELHL’
From

MESSAGE IN
191507a/Jan

_  R e c e iv e d  :—
^ in  C M editerranean.

D a t e  SO. 1.44
IT.V.x COD: (X ) BY W T .  T im e  0 1 g 0

W ARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.
I ‘ NOTE: Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O .T.P.” ) are excepted Irom this rule.

To
A dm ira lty  Greek 0 in  C.

Greek L .S .T . 37 which went ashore on 
P lane Is la n d  near B iz e r ta  6th uan is  Da.dly 
h oled  and sa lvage is  considered im practicab le  
at p resen t.

Contr
V ice  C o n tr .. 
U.V/.R.
Ops (2 )
P l o t .  ,
0 . 1 . 0 .  ( 3)
O.D. (5 )
D. C.0.LI. ( 4 ) 
D..G.O.D. ( 4) 
D .o f Sa lvage. 
S .Branch.

P .N .L .0 .
B .N .L .O .(R .H .N )

191507A
Advance Copy Ops O .D .P lo t 

D f  Sa lvage.

C. C. R. T. ( 2)
N .A. 2nd S .L .(O .D ) ' 
Hydro g ( ; :)
D o f  R.
N .L.
D. N.C.
D. 57 O.B. 

IT. I .D . io_
w.:

T/P fo r  Dep Contr ( 3 ) )
D. (4) )Bath
D.N.C. ( g) 5BA224&)

( 2)

A? Xk. 2> . “2-
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M.B.62.
East Indies.
Sailing telegram (17 ships). 2 - Oll5Z/19th.
5. 3H0REHAM. ROHILKHAND, DIPAVATI. ROHILKHAND 
escort Aden section to dispersal then return to 
Colombo N.
(N.C.3.0* Colombo 190115Z.)

Movements
Mauritius.

Arrivals 19th NEWCASTLE, Flag of G.3.4 SUFFOLK 
and KENYA.
(N.O.I.C. Mauritius 190200Z.)

Pe rs onne 1 
Trineo.

Request information if the remainder of the 
officers and (Tien for the coastal force base at Trinco ashed for in my letter C»786/5/7 of 17th 
May can be expected by May next. My 151000 Oct* 
re f e r3.
(F*0.Ceylon 190521Z to ^dmty. (R) C* in C.3.F*)

onVORGNAN 
D1C BRAZZA.

Weather conditions are now good and I intend 
leaving Isle Sante Marie tonight for Tamatave. 
S.T.a . 0600Z/20th January.
(SAVORGNAN DE BRAZZA 19c815Z to N.O.I.C. Diego 
Suarez.)

Aden
Movements.

Arrivals RENOWN and ILLUSTRIOUS with PATHFINDER. 
PETARD, PALADIN and ROCKET in company UNICORN. 
(Com. Aden 191330Z.)

U/3 estimate. One German Chagos area not fixed since D/F 12th January. One merman possibly westbound within 
200 miles between 3.W* and W. of Maldives not 
fixed since D/F 8th January. One German unfixed

in area between Laccadives and Maldives and Indian coast. One Japanese not fixed since attach on 33. PERSEUS.
(D.D.I.G. 191511A to G. in C.S.P. (3.3. ,.C.) A.G.N.B.)
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America cc West Indies.
Escort for F.O.G.M.A's 171014 January.
Italian 3/M. Would it be possible to provide U*S.escort. No 

British escort is available.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 190058A to Cominch, Info. N.O.B. 
Bermuda, F.O.T.A.L.I. B«a .D. C* in C.Lant. C. in 

, C.Med. F.O.G.M.A.)

Italian S/Ms. Your 122223, not to C* in C. Med. para. 3. Italiai 
submarines allocated to British A/S Base will not 
be under American jurisdiction, but will be part 
of total allocation of Italian submarines to 
British control.

2. Number of Italians eventually coming under your control will 
be 3, but for the present NAMELI is only one available. C* in 
C.Med. is requested to inform 3.B.N.O.W.At. of prospective 
availability of further 2 Italian submarines. A.M. 041231 and 
B.A.D's 061451 refer.
3. Your para. 2 concur. Presume you ill discuss locally with 
U.3 .Authorities, in view of your 301719.
4. Your para. 4. F.O.C-W.Af’a 161231 Nov. and C. in C-Med's. 
221450 Nov. are being repeated to you for general guidance. You 
will, no doubt, discuss with U.3. and Civil Authorities. 
(A.C.N.S.(F) 190732A to S.B.N.O.W.At. Info. B.A.D. C. in C.Med.)

MAGI J. Arrived Norfolk 18th from Bermuda for repair. 
(N-3.H.Q.'1901022 to Aamty. )

PRINCE DAVID, New York departed 13th PRINCE DAVID, TRUMPETER,
TRUMPETER, 
BEGUM*

BEGUM in U.T.7.
(N.B.H.n. 1904292 to Adraty.)

TH0MA3 PAINE- O.N. 217* Have you any news of TH0MA3 Pa INE (U.3«) 
(D.T.D. 191255A to N.3.H.Q. Info. C* in C.C.N.A.)

U/B estimate. l200Z/19th area estimated free of U-Boats.
(N.3.H.Q. 191520Z.)
No change.
(Cominch 191530Z.)

Russian A.Ms. 
and 3.Cs.

Ref. Cominch 171610. When ready for sea thi3 date 
Soviet Union vessels A.M. 145, Senior A.M. 146 
and 147, 3.C. 720, 3.C. 1075 and 3.C. 1076 report 
to P.D. Miami for routine and instructions proceed 
Bermuda.
(Gomgulf 192002Z to A.Ms. 145, 146 and 147 and 3.Cs 
720, 1075, 1075 and 1295.)

/NIEUW...
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America & West Indies. - Conta
NIEUW Following 3ignal has been*passed to 3.A.D. by
AMSTERDAM. Cominch addressed Cominch, (R) G«' in G. Pac.

G. in C«S»W.P. C.S.W.P. Seafron from Com. 7th 
Fleet- Immediate. Begins.
•’The New Zealand Naval Board was requested to route! NIEUW AMSTERDAM to Milne Bay for discharge. In reply they advised Master of NIEUW AMSTERDAM stated that by arrangements between British and Netherlands Government and owners ship may 3ail only to certain areas within a specified zone which includes, 

Milne Bay. Ship sailed today from Auckland for Sydney. To 
eliminate delay involved by staging large number troop3 through 
Sydney desire direct ship proceed Milne Bay upon crossing 159s 
E* Request instructions. 190355." Ends.
2. U.3. authorities here request ship may proceed Milne Bay.
In view of short time available as ship left Auckland 0001Z/19th 
for Sydney request you signal immediate decision direct to Gom. 
7th Fleet repeated addressees of his 190353 ana B.A.D. Suggest 
if decision favourable agreement of Netherlands Government and owners be included in your signal to ensure Master complies.
3. Agreed B.A.3.
(B.A.D. 1920473 to D- of 3.T. (R) Admty. Cominch, Gom. 7th Fleet.)

HADLEIGH Upon completion present duty about 25th CinclantCASTLE. direct HADLEIGH CA3TLE proceed New York for two
night stay Corneastseafron sail 27th direct to 
Ardentia for disposition as required by C. in C.Y/.A 
(Gominch 192201Z to Cinclant, Gomeastseafron.)

5MARCHER. In view of B.A.M.R’s 101456 and the fact that
about 25 Corsair Ill's will be ready for shipment 
to U.K» by the time SnaRCHER is ready, early con
firmation of this ship's destination is requested. 
2- Sne should be ready to leave Norfolk having 
embarked her aircraft about the 12tn Feb.
(B.A.D. 192305Z to Admty.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Digest serial 6. Noon three ship convoy including one tanker,
No. 729 Jan. one medium merchant ship, one gunboat heading 
18th. northwest attached by patrol Liberator southwestNew Hanover.

7. Night Jan. 16th/17th two allied destroyers 
bombarded Japanese positions Gali Point (20 miles southeast Saidor) causing larfce explosion fire. Afternoon January 17th same target heavily bombed straffed by nine Mitchells 

(G. H . Q. 3 • W - p . A . 190320 Z. )
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U-BOAT CAMPa ION.

Submarines A t tacked.

For 24 hours to 0900Z/19th.
Pare. A. 1. ROCHESTER sighted U/3 at 2343/18th 
in 48° 42' N. 18° 00' W.
Para. D. 1. Vice Consul Lobito reported U/B p.m. 
15th in 12° 36' 3. 13° 12' E.
(D.D.I.C. 190956Z.)

Submarines Repor ted.

U-Boat estimates.
(D.D.I.C. 191424A, 191432A.)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Operation
F.W.

Home Commands.
1. A second ih /V from Convoy J.W.56a returned 
to Loch Ewe today, two more are believed to be 
returning there, and one at Akureyri is damaged. 
The remaining fifteen ft/Vs. are to leave Akureyri 
tomorrow with Through and Destroyer Escorts for 
North Russia; Convoy J.W.56B is to leave Loch 
Ewe on 22nd January being joined off Langanes 
by any M /V s unable to sail tomorrow with J.W.56a ; 
and V.A.2 has today asked S.B.N.O. North Russia to sail the R.A. Convoys about 24 hours after the arrival of each J.W. in Russia.

TIRPITZ and 2 destroyers were seen by 
Russian A/C in Altenfiord at 1055A today.C.S.l in KENT (s.O. Cruiser Cover Force) was joined at Akureyri by BERWICK and BERMUDA at 1330A today.

One Enemy 
U /V  (believed 
MUNSTERLAND) sunk.
Coastal
Battery
engagements.

2. At 0428 today our coastal batteries engaged 
one large and one medium enemy î /v proceeding 
northward from Boulogne with about 13 Escorts.
75 rounds of 15-inch and 12 of 9.2-inch were 
fired; and at 0840 A/C sighted one 4/V, believed 
to be the German MUNSTERLAND, 6408 tons, about 
1 mile of 1 Sangatte with, only her bows showing. 
V.A. Dover considers that she wss sunk by gunfire 

The enemy coastal batteries replied between 
0510 and 0705 with about 30 rounds which caused 
damage and 29 civilian casualties (including 10 

Ramsgate, Deal, and Folkestone but no naval damage or casualty.

Owing to sickness among the staff, situation 
Reports for Foreign Stations for this date are Incomplete or missing.
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Policy.
BRIDGEWATER» On completion of refit BRIDGEWATER is to be manned MILFORD. with a reduced crew and allocated to F.0.3. assubmarine escort and target ship.

3. MILFORD is to be paid off into reserve. 
(a .C.N.S.H. 201237A to C. in C.Vf.A.)

ARIADNE. Sailed ARIADNE at 1300 today routed in accordance
with A.,._. 18l45CA'to Hortc. E.T.a. 1200/23rd.
Speed 20 knots*
(-F.0.I.C. Milford Haven 201331A to 3. B. N.O. Azores.

BRAiiSFlELD* A.M. 182143. BRAnSFlELD will be redaced to Naval C* and M. p.tn. 21st January.
(F-O.I.C. Milford Haven 201851A to Admty.)

Operations.
Biscay A/3 Have obtained A.S.V. contact in 48.18 N. 09.55 Y/.
operations. (A/G Duty A 200017 to 19 Group.)

Nr. 1. No enemy sighted. Contact disappeared. Continuing patrol.
(A/C Duty A 200045A to 19 Group.)

C.T.G. 21.16» U.S•S « BLOCK ISLAND escorted by 4 U.3. destroyers in vicinity 045° 05’ N- 027° 35’ V/.
(C. in C.V/.A. 201308A to Snips.)

Unidentified aircraft dropping flares over me in 47° 10* N. 18° 46’ W.
(COTILLION 202055Z to C. in C-W.A.)
l,iy 2055Z. Aircraft recognized as Liberator in light of own flare which she continues to arop. Has not identified herself though fired on. My position 04 7° 10' N. 018° 10' V*. to 047°

35’ N. 018° 10’ V/. thence 035° 7^.
(COTILLION 202145Z to C. in C*V/.A')

Operation Your 191224. Concur. Intend to sail J.Y/.55B soF.Y*. as to arrive 4 days behind J.V/.56A.
2. Do you expect the 2 ships you have at Akureyri 
will befit to join on to the B convoy.
3* NATHANIEL ALEXANDER has arrived Loch Ewe.(V.a .2 200437A to C.S.l.)

Akureyri arrival RAPIDCL. My 181916 and V.A.2*s 111022 refer. 
(A.C.I.C. 201156A to V. A * 2* )

JOSEPH N.NICOLLET damaged and will be sailed Loch Ewe with local escort in suitable weather- Hope all remaining 15 will sail* Your 200437A refers.
(C.3.1 201201A to V.A.2.)
J.W. 56A JEFFERSON DAVIS (U.S.A.) returned. Cracked deck plate amidships.
(N.C.3.0.Loch Ewe 201236A.)
Following are revised orders for operations F.V,.

1. Available ships of J.V/.56A to sail from Akureyri with destroyers and through escorts on 21st January to position G» thence 
via route "Red".

/ 2  • «•
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War D iary .  Thursday.

HOME CO iviuiANES.

O p e r a t io n s .

O perat ion  2. J.W. 563 to  s a i l  from Loch Ewe p.rn. 22nd Jan.
F .W . (C o n t d . ) v i a  ro u te  "R ed ."

3. F.O.C. d e s t r o y e r  f l o t i l l a s  H.F* is  requested  to  
s a i l  a e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t s  f o r  J.W.o6B to S e i a i s f j o r d  
in  time t o  f u e l  ana r e l i e v e  l o c a l  e s c o r t  in  approx 
lo n g itu d e  008° W.

Capt. 3 . 3  to  proceed  in d ep en d en t ly  to  S e id isQ ord  to '  j o i n  
d e s t r o y e r s  e s c o r t .
4 .  F . 0 . 1 s t  C .3 .  i s  requested  to arrange f o r  sh ips  o f  J.V/.56A which 
are not a b le  t o  3a i l  w ith  t h e i r  convoy on 2 1 s t  January t o  R/v 
w ith  and j o i n  J.W. 563 o f f  Lanaanes i f  ready in  time* being- 
e s c o r t e d  th e re  by sh ips  o f  J.V7.56A l o c a l  e s c o r t  u n t i l  met.
5.  S .B .N .O.N orth Russia i s  req u es ted  to s a i l  R.A. convoys about 
24 hours a f t e r  the a r r i v a l  o f  each J.W.
6. C* in C.H.F. 050701 remains in f o r c e  in s o  f a r  as i t  i s  
a p p l i c a b le  to  the r e v i s e d  c o n d i t i o n s .
(V .A .2  201506A to  H .F . )

Intend to  s a i l  J.W.56A o f  15 sh ips  a t  OOOOA/Cl^t w i th  
d e s t r o y e r  e s c o r t  and through e s c o r t  d i r e c t  t o  p o s i t i o n  G. READY 
and ORESTES in  company w i l l  be detached to S k a a le f j o r d  by Capt. 
3 .2 6  on c r o s s i n g  10 W* and ordered  t o  r e p o r t  P.C* and S* o f  
convoy when detached on c r o s s i n g  065° N. JOSEPH N. NICOLLET i s  
badly damaged and w i l l  not  s a i l  a t  p re se n t .

( C .3 .1  201522A to  o . 3 . N .O .A rc h a n g e l . )
Russian v i s u a l  R/C A l t e n f j o r d  at 201055A. TIRPITZ in  usual 

ber th  w ith  r e p a i r  ship a lon gs id e*  2 d e s t r o y e r s ,  one a u x i l i a r y ,  
and 2 merchant sh ips  a l so  in  K a a f jo ra .  No sh ips  in L a n g f jo rd .  
V i s i b i l i t y  good  but I n s u f f i c i e n t  l i g h t  f o r  photographs.  No 
c lo u d .

(8 • 3 . i .O .W .R u s s ia  201602Z t o  Admty.)

3/M P a t r o l s .  Request you w i l l  s a i l  0 .15  from Lerwick at 1800A/ 
2 1 s t  through 090° Muckle Flugga 20 miles  thence 
through 062° 13 '  N. 002° 48* E. and 062° 13* N.
005 0O' E. t o  p a t r o l  in  accordance  w i t h  3.M.
04318 /182 dated 6th  Jan.
(Capt. S»9 201121A to 3 . 0 .  3/M L e rw ick . )

P o s i t i o n s  o f  submarines at  0800A/21 and movements f o l l o w i n g  24 
hours. A. TELEMACHUS, VENTURER, STUBBORN, 3EANYMPH as in  my 
191812* 3.  3EAD0G on p a t r o l  o f f  Skudesnes.
C. SPIRIT on p a t r o l  v i c i n i t y  63° 28* N. 01° 10 '  E.
3 .  0>15 le a v e s  Lerwick 1800/21 un escor ted  p roba b ly  on s u r fa c e  
through 090° Muckle Flugga 20,  thence through 62° 13* N. 002®
4 8 ’ E. 62° 13 '  N. 05° 0 0 '  E* to  p a t r o l  o f f  o t a d t la n d e t .
G# VIKING e s c o r t  t ra w le r  ULVA lea ve  Plymouth 0900/21 through 
270 Longships 4 t o  360° Round Is la n d  12,  thence VIKING u n e s co r te d  
d i v in g  by day to  p a t r o l  v i c i n i t y  50° 50 '  N. 10° 00 ' W«

( F . 0 . 3 .  201621 t o  Admty.)

O perat ion
"Hardtack" . Carry out o p e r a t io n  "Hardtack 26" t o n i g h t .

( V.a .Do v e r  201128A t o  M.T.B. 359, Commando 1 0 . )

/ One. . .
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HOME COMMANDS.

O p e r a t i o n s .  -  C o n td .
One enem y 
M/V ( p r o b a b ly  
MUNS TERLAND) 
s u n k .
C o a s ta l  B a t t e r i e s  e n 
g a g e m e n t.

A t 0 4 2 8 /2 0  2 v e s s e l s ,  1 l a r g e ,  1 m edium , and a b o u t  13 e s c o r t s  w e re  p l o t t e d  l e a v i n g  B o u lo g n e  n o r th w a r d  M .T .B . S t r i k i n g  f o r c e s ,  w h ic h  h a d  b e e n  h e l d  in  h a r b o u r  due t o  u n f a v o u r a b le  w e a t h e r ,  w e re  d e s p a tc h e d  t o  i n t e r c e p t  o f f  G r is  Nez and  G r a v e l i n e s .  When i t  becam e a p p a r e n t  t h a t  i n t e r c e p t i o n  c o u ld  n o t  be  made o f f  Gr^'s Nez a l l  f o r c e s  w ere  o r d e r e d  t o  R /y  on th e  S a n d e t t i e  B an k , p r e p a r a t o r y  t o  a t t a c k i n g  o f f  D u n k irk  B .W .B uoy.
C o a s t  a r t i l l e r y  e n g a g e d  w i t h  75 ro u n d s  o f  15" and  12 r o u n d s  o f  9 . 2 " .  A t 0530 th e  p l o t  i n d i c a t e dt h a t  t h e  m ain  t a r g e t  h ad  becom e s t a t i o n a r y  a b o u t 1 .5  m i le s  w e s t  o f  Cap B la n c  N ez, an d  i t  th e n  a p p e a r e d  to  d r i f t  s l o w ly  e a s tw a r d s  w i t h  th e  t i d e ,  e v e n t u a l l y  beco m ing  s t a t i o n a r y  a b o u t  1 m i le  w e s t  o f  S a n g a t t e .  The e s c o r t  s p l i t  i n t o  s m a l l  g r o u p s .

A t 0 8 4 0 , a i r c r a f t  r e p o r t e d  t h a t  1 v e s s e l  w as s i g h t e d  a b o u t 1 m ile  o f f - s h o r e  fro m  S a n g a t t e  w e l l  down by th e  s t e r n  w i th  o n ly  th e  bow a n a  b r id g e  s u p e r s t r u c t u r e  s h o w in g . An a t t a c k  w as m ads by 6 R .P .T y p h o o n s , r e s u l t s  n o t  o b s e r v e d .
From  th e  above  r e p o r t s  i t  i s  c o n s i d e r e d  t h a t  th e  v e s s e l  i s  p r o b a b ly  M .2 8 , and  t n a t  i t  was su n k  by  g u n f i r e .  B etw een  0510 an d  0 7 0 5 , enemy, c o a s t a l  b a t t e r i e s  fro m  G r i s  Nez and  C a l a i s  a r e a  r e p l i e d  w i t h  a b o u t  30 ro u n d s  c a n s  i n c c a s u a l t i e s  and dam age a s  f o l l o w s :
R am sg a te  — 9 ro u n d s  -  no c a s u a l t i e s  — some dam age t o  c i v i l i a n  p r o p e r t y .
D e a l -  5 ro u n d s  -  10 k i l l e d  -  15 i n j u r e d  -  a l l  c i v i l i a n s  c o n s i d e r a b l e  dam age to  p r o p e r t y .D o v e r -  1 ro u n d  
F o lk e s to n e  -  5 Jo
PS?SerAyseaii0 «My 201004 r e f e r s .
(V .A .D o v e r 201232A  t o  A d m ty .)

M.0 7 /4 1 .  F o l lo w in g  m essag e  f ro m  P rim e  M i n i s t e r : -  H e a r ty  c o n g r a t u l a t i o n s  on th e  ^ood  s h o o t i n g  o f  th e  D over g u n s ."  
( H e e l t o o l  S ev en  201535A  to  O .C . C o a s t  A r t i l l e r y  E a s t  K e n t ,  V .A .D o v e r . )

-  no c a s u a l t i e s  o r  d am ag e .
u n d s -  4 c i v i l i a n s . i n j u r e d  an d  some dam age t o  r v i c e  p e r s o n n e l  in ju r e d : .  R e m a in d e r  o f  r o u n d s

C o a s ta lF o rc e
P a t r o l s .

(C . i n  C .P ly m o u th  201420A , 2 0 1 7 3 0 A .) (C . i n  C .P o r ts m o u th  2 0 1 5 0 1 A .)(V .A .D o v e r 2 0 1 5 5 8 A .)

O p e r a t io n
" S to n e w a l l" D u r in g  p r e s e n t  l u l l  i n  a c t i v i t i e s  i n t e n d  t a k i n g  th e  o p p o r t u n i t y  o f  s e n d in g  c r u i s e r s  one a t  a t im e  to  

A z o re s  i  o r  a p e r i o d  o f  a b o u t 4  d a y s  e a c h  in  o r d e r  t o  l e t  them  g a in  e x p e r i e n c e  o f  t h a t  b a s e  and  a l s o  t o  p r o v id e  s e a  t r a i n i n g .
be  s a i l e d  f o r  H o r ta  tom orrow  f o l l o w e d  l a t e r  by BLACn PRINCE an d  BELLONA.

(C* i n  C .P ly m o u th  201503A  to  A d m ty .)
EiTxERi'RIoE i s  to  p a s s  G a te  a t  1 5 G 0 A /2 ls t  a n d  p r o c e e d  th r o u g h  p o s i t i o n  | a .) 1 8 0 °  B is h o p  R ock 14 (S B .)  048° 55* N. 0 1 5 °  17* w. 

(E C .) 044 0 3 ' N. ( ? 0 2 3 ° )  0 7 ' W. a n d  th e n c e  H o r ta .
o p e r a t i o u " § t o n e ^ a l 5 ^  ?S o fiaH o r t I ?  ° , r r y  ° u t  a n t i  M o c k a d e - t r e e t e r  ( c .  i n  c.P ly m o u th  2 0 1 8 2 5 A  t o  ENTERPRISE.)

/ O p e r a t i o n . . .
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Operations. -  Contd*

A.M. 192302A, para. 1. uone are kno n at present- 
(V.A-Dover 201720A to Admty.)
A.M. 192302. I arn not aware of*, any mooring com
mitments in this sub.-command in connection with 
these operations.
(F .0 .Humber 201805A to Admty.)
Your 192302. P .O .I.C . Glasgow has no information. 
(p .O .I.C* Glasgow 201832 to Admty.)

3 .C*Operation. A. Intend sa i l in g  3.C. Operation from Scalloway.
1. 2200A/26th January weather permitting.
2. 062° 30* N. -06° 00' S.
3. RAM(?0S)E BORODIN. 4* 2 days. 5. 045° Sum- 

burgh Head. 6. No. B. Cancel my 071702 my (7170)524, and my 
162245.
(A.C.0.3* 201941A to Admty.)

War Diary.

Operation
"Overlord”
Mooring
commitments.

A llied  M r  Activity.

R/Cs. requested. Itequest P.R. of Boulogne, CaMs and Dunkirk today 
to locate enemy shipping.
( d . D . I . C *  200621a  to A •D. • Fh. )

Enemy Intelligence.

Enemy 2 cargo ships 5000 to 7500 tong, 1 merchant 3hip
Convoy. 30C0 tons, a l l  loaded, escort unknown, were

expected to leave Stavanger at 0600Z/20th north
bound.
(F .0 .3 . 201124A to S/Ms.)

Technical -

Anti Radio- 
controlled  
bombs 
equipment*

The fo llow ing is a summary o f action being taken 
to jam enemy P.X. and H.S.293 radio controlled  
weapons by f i t t in g  counter measure equipment in 
H.M.Ships. Details*
(Head of M .II 202122A, A.G.M. 353A.)

Casualties ci Defects.

L.C.V. sunk. 1 L.C.V. with Bren gun ca rr ie r  on board sunk o f f  
Mersea, Island* In approx. 51° 43' 10" IT. 1° 12' 
E. Request 3elvage Party with eqaipment may be 
sent to HSLDER.
(HEi.D3R 201021A to C. in C.Nore.)

\

EMPIRE My 200455. BUSTLER has EMPIRE TREASURE in tow.
TREASURE. P.C. and 3. 050° 00’ N. 030° 11* W. 050° 7 knots.

In view of prevailing westerly weather BUSTLER 
considers towing to U.K* on ly_practical measure. 
Request your concurrence and instraetions • A l l  

ships have 10 days endurance remaining Y/eather 6471 2466.
( GIjPaRD 201411E to in 0»• •«A . )

/Green...
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v
C asualties  m d e fe c t s .

EMPIRE Green rocket f i r e d  starboard beam.
TREASURE. (GIFFARD 201940Z to  W h iteh a ll W/T.)

(C ontd .)

LACENNIA. LACENNIA stranded near Reykjavik  during ga le  on
10th January and had to  be abandoned by sh ip ’ s 

company.
2> No c a su a lt ie s .  3. Vesse l has sustained severe 
damage but salvage is  proceeding.
(A .G .I .C .  201937a to  Capt. ivl/o Grimsby. )

Gnipcitn <h Convoys.

H.X.274. Leave Lough Foyle a3 r e q u is i t e  to R/V w ith  H.X.
274 due p o s it io n  A 0100/213t ,  3 .0 . OTTAWA.
(Care. D.W.a . 201139A to SOUTHER< 3PRAY.)
1. ACANTHUS is to top up w ith  fu e l  on a r r iv a l  at 

about 2200A ton igh t  then s a i l  to  j o in  E.U.15 in 054 ° 30’ N. 010° 
40 ’ W- at 1200A/21 or as ordered by WREN.
2* CARI3BROOKE CASTLE is  to s a i l  w ith  ACANTHUS i f  rep a irs  are 
completed. A

(C* in C.W.A. 201516A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

Amend and am plify my 192035 not to  F.O.G.M.A.
A. U-3oat de tected  by VIOLET in  double Charlie 
on Asdic and c la s s i f i e d  submarine a t  1800 yards.
B. P.N. M. not streamed. Slow speed used through
out.
C. Only one pa tte rn  ’’Hedgehog” f i r e d .  This was on, 
f i r s t  run in  and resu lted  in  2 simultaneous ex
p los ions  16 seconds a f t e r  f i r i n g  and a th ird  2 
seconds l a t e r .  Fuse pattern  420 -  1 s ta r .

D* A f t e r  th is  contact held continuously but c l a s s i f i e d  doubtful 
and no fu r th e r  pattern  f i r e d .
E* Large o i l  patch observed during second run.
F« 17 minutes a f t e r  H.H. a tta cx  muffled underwater exp los ion  
heard astern  o f  VIOLET but in  estim ated p o s it io n  o f  submarine* 
’’Gnat” now considered improbable. A f t e r  exp los ion  contact was 
103 t .
G* Immediately p r io r  to thi3 exp los ion  breaking up noises re 
ported  by b o i l e r  room but not heard on Asdic-
H. O i l  patch increased a l l  the time.
I .  Submarine appeared to remain f a r l y  shallow a l l  the time 
contact was held .
2. Box search ca r r ied  out by R03ELY3 and VIOLET wa3 prematurely 
abandoned owing to -read ing  s ign a l in c o r r e c t ly  and no fu r th er  
evidence is  a v a i la b le .
3. Consider k i l l  probable and most c red ita b le  fo r  f i r s t  e f f o r t  
and in heavy sea*
(B .3 201355Z to  C. in C.VV.^.)

0 « a .65/
K . 3.39.  
U-Boat 
attacked by 
VIOLET on 
19th Jan.

O.N. 219. O.N. 219. Proceed d i r e c t  to 3t. Johns N.F. Cancel
my 181659*
(C. in C.W.A. 201441Z to FORESTER, aT TRICK.)

/0.N.3.27E. • •
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Ch ipp ing  cc Convoys -  Contd.

0.N.3.27E. Convoy hove t o  on c o u rs e .  ven i f  w ea th e r
m oderates  now p re s e n t  e s c o r t  wou ld  have i n s u f f i c 
i e n t  f u e l  to  round many up. E s t im a te  d e s t r o y e r s  
can rem ain  u n t i l  0800Z/22na when th e y  w i l l  be in  

approx. 055° 20* N. 027° 00 ' V/» w i th  days f u e l  rem a in in g . 
C o r v e t t e  cou ld  rem ain  f o r  a f u r t h e r  day . In  o rd e r  t o  m in im ise 
f u r t h e r  w ea th e r  damage t o  e s c o r t  p ropose r e tu r n in g  M o v i l l e  f o r  
f u e l  r a th e r  than I c e la n d  u n less  w ea th e r  m oderates v e r y  c o n s id e r 
a b ly .  P o s i t i o n  56 .24 .
(•„ARv,ICK 201447Z to  C. in  C.Y/.A. )

CANADA re tu rn ed  fro m  O .N .3 .2 7 ,  main e n g in e  d e f e c t s  ca u s in g  
r e p e a te d  s to p s *  IRON BARON re tu rn ed  from  O .N .3 .U .  27, 
c i r c u la t in g -p u m p  f r a c t u r e s *

* (N .C .o .0 .C ly d e  201520A to  C. in  C .W .A . )
My P .C . and 3. a t  1900Z 060° 55* N. 025° 32* W. 002° 13- 

VIMY in  company. HAVELOCK has b roken  f o r e  top  mast. W eather 
1776 7467.

(B .5  201730Z to  C. in  C .W .A . )
Your 201447. I f  p r e s e n t  w ea th e r  p e r s i s t s ,  in t e n t io n s  a re  

tn a t  WARWICK and VOLUNTEER a re  t o  rem ain  w i th  convoy u n t i l  P . L .S .  
then  r e t u r n  Londonderry .  C o r v e t t e s  a re  t o  endeavou r to  rem ain  
w ith  con voy  u n t i l  HAVELOCK and VIMY r e j o i n ,  then  l e a v e  convoy 
as n e c e s s a ry  to  p roceed  S t .  Johns f o r  f u e l .

(C. i n  C .W .A . 202311Z to  WARWICK.)

0 .N .2 2 0 . CAXTON re tu rn ed  from  O.N. 220, d e f e c t i v e  a i r  pump.
EMPIRE BLESSING re tu rn e d  from  O.N .U . 220, 
m ech an ica l d e f e c t s  and heavy w e a th e r .  EMPIRE 
TRAIL r e tu rn e d  from  O .N.U . 220, s t e e r in g  g e a r  
f a i l u r e  in  heavy w ea th e r .
( N . C . 3 . 0 . C lyde  201651A t o  C. in  C .W .A . )

3. L. 145/ 
—V i • K * 3. 36.

O .N .221. E s c o r t  group B. 2. MOURNS, 3 *0 . ,  VESPER, CLEMATIS, 
3WEETBRIAR, HEATHER, GENTIAN.

(C ap t .  D ,L i v e r p o o l  201946 t o  C* in  C .W .A . )
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North Atlantic.
WI'IHERINGTON, Your 201825 (N.T. in W.R.). No visible result of 
PIMPERNEL. attacks. Ships searched area and now sweeping

back to resume patrol lines E.T.A. 2015A PIMPERNEL 
resuming Mal<Ibata, Cape Spartel patrol. F.O.G.M.A. 
in ANTELOPE informed by V/S.
(WITHERINGTON 201939A to F.O.G.M.A.)

T.G.120.2. Please sail Task Group 120.2 when ready about
20th Jan. Route in accordance Admiralty 191605A. 
Group consists of 3 P.C’s 10 U.S. L.0.1. Task 
Group Commander in U.S. L.C.I. 499. Ultimate 

destination P.C's Plymouth. C. in C. Plymouth is requested to 
onward route L. C.I’s to ultimate destination Dartmouth. Upon 
arrival ultimate destination Task Group 120.2 dissolved. S.O. 
P.C’s report by despatch to Com.11th Phib. temporary duty. Com. 
L.C.I. Group 31 report Com.11th Phib. for duty.
(Com.12th Fleet 200053Z to S.B.N.O. Azores, C.T. G. 120.2.)

ANTELOPE, 
V. A.
Sir Harold 
Burrough.

Intend to sail in ANTELOPE V.A. Sir Harold 
Burrough at 1600A/20th for Angra.
(F.O.G.M.A. 201257 to S.B.N.O. Azores (R) Admty., 
C. in C. Med. (A) C.M.S.F.)

U/B. Following has been read by Gib. W/T. Am over
enemy S/M. in position 35° 52’ N. 6° 33’ W.
Enemy 3/M. previously reported had periscope only 
sighted. When first sighted was on course 270° 
estimated speed 5 knots.
(A/C J.M.C.T. 201315A to A.K.8.)

CIUDAD DE 
SEVILLA? 
proposed 
interception.

Following received from British Consul Las Palmas 
addressed S.O. (i) Gibraltar T.0.0. 201213 begins:-^ 
On instructions from M.E.W. I suggest for inter
ception Spanish Mail Steamer CIUDAD DE SE ILIK 
(SEVILLA intended) sailing from here 21st midnight 
for Barcelona via Cadiz. 2. Suggest following 
week Mail Steamer sailing from here 29th midnight
proceeding Spanish Atlantic Ports Cadiz be 

Navicerted via Gibraltar. Name will be advised later. Ends. 
(2) Request instructions.
(F.O.G.M.A. 201747A to Admty.)

Italian Furnish appropriate escort to accompany 5 Italian
S/M’s, S/M’s ready at Gibraltar to Bermuda. Make
Bermuda. arrangements including communications for passage

direct with F.O.G.M.A. S/M's are DANDOLO,VORTICE, 
SPSRIA, HARSA and MAHYLI. All but MAMYLI which 
goes to British are allocated to U.S. for use in 
A/C. training under your control. British L.0. 
will company them to Bermuda.
((U.S.) Cdr. U.S.Fleet and (U.S.) Chief of N. 
Operation 201750Z to (U.S.) C. in C.Atlantic 
Fleet.)

/L.S.T.228..
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North Atlantic - Contd.
L.S.T.228 United States L.3.T. 228 parted her cable and
damaged. drifted ashore near Val Point Angra Bay and is

holed both engine rooms and probably elsewhere tug 
EMPIRE SAMSON standing by, attempt will be made 
to refloat her tonight 20th Jan. It is doubtful 

if she will float but an attempt will be made to tow her Praia 
Bay giving best chance of salvaging her cargo.
(S.B.N.O. Azores 2020053 to Admty., P.O.G.M.A.)

C.T.G.21.12. Cease operations your area in time arrive 
Casablanca about 26 Jan. and depart therefrom 
about 29 Jan. in time support G.U.S.28. 
(Cinclant 202229 to C.T.G. 21.12.)

EMILE BERTIN.
South Atlantic.
C. in C. Med’s 131548A. In view of TOURVTLLE*s 
defective state my 171740 refers it is desired to 
retain EMILE BERTIN until return to DUQUESNE from 
Casablanca about mid Peb. in order to maintain 
two patrol lines.
(F.O.C.W.Af. 201140Z to Admty., Info., C. in C. 
Med., C.O.M.R.A. Dakar, P.O.G.M.A. Naval Prance.)

LOWESTOFT. Intend LOWESTOFT visit St.Vincent (C.V.l) a.m. 
27th Jan. to deliver Consular Mail and Yellow 
Fever Serum. Request Portuguese Authorities may 
be informed.
(P.O.C.W.Af. 201351Z to N.A. Lisbon (R) Admty., 
B.C. Saint Vincent.)

French Propose after arrival of B.E.C.S. that French
Corvettes, Corvettes CDT. DROGOU, D ’ESTIENNE D ’ORVES and
proposed trawler PRESIDENT HOUDOUCE be transferred to
re-distrib- Dakar, to operate under the orders of Comar 
ution. Dakar. This redistribution is in accordance

with views expressed by Comar Dakar and has the 
following advantages, (a ) French could then 
take over the escorting of their own coastal 
traffic often too slow for inclusion in convoys. 

(B) There would be at Dakar 3 escort vessels capable of 
reinforcing ?escorts of O.S. and S.L. Convoys should the need 
arise in northern part of my command which I consider a 
potentially dangerous area. Consideration is also being given 
to relieving the 2 French Chasseurs at Pointe Noire by a group 
of 3 A/3 M/S trawlers.
(F.O.C.W.Af. 202059Z to Admty.)
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Mediterranean.

Your 171600 and F.O.G.M.A’s. 101259- 
2. In view of the acute congestion in U.K. ports 
request you will retain WARSPITE at Gibraltar 
for the time being.

4. Construction of Naval Barracks will be dealt with separately 
(1st S.L. 201053A to C. in C. Med. Info. F.O.G.M.A.).

ISIS ISIS was re-allocated to 8th Destroyer Flotilla 
in A.M.302331 December not to you. It is not 
intended to withdraw ISIS at least until VANOC 
joins 13th (1 group ommitted) D.F. and in any 
event due notice will be given.
(C. in C. Med. ,201054A to F.O.G.M.A. (R) .Admty.). 
See F.O.G.M.A. 191630.

L.S.T's. Following is programme being worked to for return 
of L.S.T. Your 190106 refers.
(C. in C.Med.,201444A to Adraty. (R) B.A.D.).

GLOIRE French Cruiser GLOIRE arrived. 
(Com.N.O.B. Oran, 201531 to F.O.C.W.Af., 
F.O.G.M.A.,C. in C. Med.,

P.55
(UNSPARING), 
SOKOL.

(P.55) UNSPARING leaves patrol p.m. 21st (route) 
to arrive Beirut at 0649/26.
2. O.R.P. SOKOL leave present patrol area a.m. 
21st and proceed west of longitude 025 degs. E. 
to 180 degs. Srati Island 10 miles. Thence 
to patrol between Cape Baba and Tenedos close to

Turkish territorial waters arriving in this area at 0203/22. 
(Capt.(S)1, 201629B to P.55 UNSPARING, O.R.P.SOKOL, (R) 1st 
3/M.Plot. P.O.L.E.M.).

COMMANDANT
DETROYAT.

French Admiralty have informed FNGB that FS 
COMMANDANT DETROYa T has been allocated to Oran 
for agreed refit.
(2) A.M. 240432/Oct. stated that new furnaces 
would be shipped to Freetown. F.0.G.M.A.281121/

Oct. requested that installation should be carried out in U.K. 
Request present position may be stated. My 301938/Oct. refers. 
(3) Would appreciate early reply so that French Admiralty 
be informed of arrangements made. My 261651/November also
refers.
(C. in C. Med. 201631A to Admty. (R) F.O.C.W.Af.,F.O.G.M.A.).

P .65
(UPSTART);

Recommend patrol 238 degs. focal point D 41 miles 
0400/21 st for 12 hours 'Freedom1' in a westerly 
direction 21 miles. \
(Capt.(S) 10, 201751 to P . 6 5 (UPSTART) ).

M.K.F.28/ 
X,I.F.S.

( 2 ) 0706B/Jan. 20th.
(3) Sailed together with CHITRAL in company. 
(N.O.I.C. Port Said, 201803B to Admty.).

/TORBAY...
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
TORBAY Passes through Kaso Strait during daylight 22nd

thence west of Ophidusa through Kinaros Strait 
and west of Kaloyeri Rock to patrol in North 
Aegean north of 039 degs.
(Capt.(S) 1, 201809B).

Linrep Summary of Operations 17 to 19 Jan.
No.119. 2. Naval. Destroyers shelled targets at Durazzo

Albania during night 15/16 January and 2 
Harbours in the island of Korcula off Dalmatian 
Coast during night 16/17 January.

Coastal Forces attacked enemy fighters off Spezia.
Decree regarding organisation of French High Command was pub
lished on 15th January. It substitutes two separate 
Commissariats Qf War and Air and of Navy for single Commissariat 
of National Defence and recognises President of French 
Committee of National Liberation as performing function of 
President of Council according to Law of eleven July 1938* 
(A.F.H.Q. Algiers, 202000A to W.O.).

Situation 1. On 18th Jan. ORION and destroyer carried out
report bombardment in Terracina area in support of the
Number 276. attack of our troops across river Garigliano. - 

Accurate return fire was encountered during 
later stage from what was believed to be mobile 
batteries. Slight damage suffered by ORION 

as a result of near misses.
(2) TROUBRIDGE and TUMULT patrolled from Drvenik to Korcula 
and shelled Vela Luka Harbour (Korcula) during the night 18th 
19th Jan. No (?enemy) seen.
(C. in C. Med. 2021 i+OA).

Bombardment ORION, SPARTAN, LAFOREY, JERVIS, JANUS and 
Terracina FAULKNOR gave useful supporting fire with air
area. spotting by 10 Corps, during Garigliano river -*

operations on 18th and 19th Jan. Only minor 
opposition from shore batteries. ORION and 
SPARTAN fired 1500 and 900 rounds respectively.

(2) Diversionary bombardment of Terracina area carried out by 
SPARTAN night I8th/19th.
(3) 12th M.S.F. swept channel for supporting ships.
(C. in C. Med., 202200A to Admty.)



MOST SECRET.

War D ia r y .

U /B .

Aden
M ovem ents.

321
2 0 . 1 . 1 9 4 4 .
Thu rs d a y .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

E a st  I n d i e s .

R e f .  U -B o a t  d i s p o s i t i o n  numbers 1 8 :  no f r e s h  
i n fo r m a t io n .
(C . in C. E .F .  2 0 0 3 2 0 )

D e p a r tu re s  RENOWN, ILLUSTRIOUS and UNICORN in  
company. A r r i v a l s  VALIANT and QUEEN ELIZABETH 
in  company.
(Corn. Aden, 2 0 1 5 3 1 Z )
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America and 'Vest I n d i e s .

U/B No change s in c e  my 191520Z.
E stim ate . (N .S.H .Q. 201452Z)

(Oominch, 201604Z)

0 .1 .  C . l  r e l i e v e d  W.5 in 046 d egs . 26 ’ 046 d egs . 0 0 ’ at
1410Z.
F o llo w in g  sh ips  s t r a g g le d  during heavy weather 
w ithout b e in g  co n ta c te d  su b seq u en tly ,  SUMNER 

KBIBAL, MOVE .IA, L.H. MCNELLY. F o l lo w in g  sh ips  s t r a g g l in g  but 
co n ta c te d  a stern  CGLMR) MAGICIAN, NE0CAR(?D)IA, JAMES SMITH, 
THOMAS SIM LEE.
( C . l ,  201741Z t o  G. in C. C .N .A .)

S t r a g g le r s  2 a r r iv e d  Bay B u l ls  N .F. 13th from H .X .274 .
R eport DAGEID (N o r .)  c o l l i s i o n  damage* ERINNA (D u.)
N o .36. c o l l i s i o n  and f i r e  damage.

3 a r r iv e d  New York from H .X .275 . FJORDAAS (N o r .)  
Jan. 13th engine d e f e c t s .  CHESAPEAKE Ja n .1 4th  
engine breakdown. MARINA ROSKOV (U .S .)  19th

b o i l e r  d e f e c t s .
3 A rr iv e d  S t .  Johns N.F. from H .X .2 7 3 . SEBASTIAN VIZCAINO 
(U .S .)  Jan. 13th l o s t  convoy  MINNESOTAN (U .S .)  13th l o s t  convoy rr 
weather damage. EDWARD ALEXANDER (U .S . )  14th e x p lo s iv e  cargo  
s h i f t e d  l o s t  convoy  b oa ts  damaged 1 l o s t .
1 a r r iv e d  H a l i fa x  from S .C .1 5 1 .  SUERTE (P a n .)  15th condenser 
d e f e c t .
2 a r r iv e d  H a l i fa x  from 0 .N .2 1 8 .  EMPIRE COLLINS 16th main 
condenser d e f e c t s .  JOSEPH R. LAMAR (U .S . )  17th s t r a g g le r  and 
t o  land in ju re d  man.
2 a r r iv e d  H a l i fa x  January 17th from H.X. 275. ELIHU ROOT (U.S) 
t o  land 5 bad ly  in ju re d  crew members. F .J .  LUCKENBACH (U .S .)  
engine d e f e c t .
1 a r r iv e d  H a l i fa x  from O.N.S. 26 . ROMULUS (N o r .)  Jan. 18th 
s t e e r in g  gear d e f e c t .
1 a r r iv e d  Shelburne N .S. from 0 .N .218  ADRASTAS Jan. 17th c o l l i s i o
damage.
(N.S.H .Q. 201849Z)

S h ip p in g  F o l lo w in g  summarised p o l i c i e s  t o  be f o l lo w e d  as
G u lf  r e g a rd s  sh ip p in g  in G u lf  Panama and Caribbean Sea
Panama and F r o n t i e r s .
C aribbean, (1 )  A l l  v e s s e l s  14^ kn ots  or  over  t o  be s a i l e d
Sea F r o n t i e r s ,  in d ep en d en t ly  excep t  f o l l o w in g  which s h a l l  have

adequate e s c o r t .
(A) AVGAS Tankers.
(B) V e s s e ls  ca r ry in g  t ro o p s  in e x ce ss  o f  independ

ent a l lo w a n ce s .  My s e c r e t  D is+23200l/faarch , 1943 r e f e r s .
(2 )  V e s s e ls  under 14-g- and more than 8 k n ots  speed t o  be s a i l e d  
in r e g u la r  Trade Convoys except  as f o l l o w s .
(A) V e s s e ls  in S i s a l  Mahogany Banana and Cuban Sugar Trade t o  be 
s a i l e d  d i r e c t  and in d ep en d en tly .
(B) AVGAS tankers  on s p e c ia l  Navy s e r v i c e  from Western G u lf t o  
p o r t s  as fa r  n orth  as J a c k s o n v i l l e  t o  be s a i l e d  in d ep en d en tly .

(C) /
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America and West Indies.
Shipping
Gulf
Panama and 
Caribbean,

(C) Tankers listed my 182059z/December+not to 
Gulfseafron to be sailed independently between 
Aruba Curacao and Cristobal.
(D) Vessels not carrying AVGAS or troops proceedin

Sea Frontiers, to or from ports where regular trade convoys not 
(Contd.) available are to be sailed independently via

inshore routeing.
(3) Vessels under 8 knots shall be sailed independ 
ently via inshore routeing.

(4) Those portions of existing directives at variance with the 
above are hereby cancelled.
(Com. 10th Fleet C. & R. 201935Z to Cdr. Gulf Sea Fron. Cdr. 
Caribbean Sea Fron. Car. Panama Sea Fron. (R) Cdr. Eastern Sea 
Fron. Comnob, Guantanamo, N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, Admty.)
+ No trace in War Reg.

Sub.attack 
and sighting 
Summary.

No report on 19th.
Para. D. P.C. 1239 attacked sound contact 16.17 N 
73.37 W. 192340Z.
(Cominch, 202102Z)

U.3.
minelaying 
in Pacific.

Cominch informs me that the information requested 
in A.M. 111712 will be available from Com. 12th 
Fleet in London whose records will be kept up to 
date monthly.
(B.A.D. 202227Z to Admty.)

NEWFOUNDLAND Arrangements can be made for NEWFOUNDLAND to be
routed via St. Johns in accordance with 

• 191839. If ship carries out working up
practices at Norfolk she should be ready to sail 

about third week in March. Suggest*visit of 4 days sufficient. 
(B.A.M.R. 202250Z to Admty. (R) N.S.H.Q., F.O.N.F., C. in C. C.N.A 
Re requesting H.M.S. NEWFOUNDLAND should visit St. Johns on 
complet ion.

Australia and New Zealand.

NIEUW B.A.D. 192047 and Com. 7th Fleet 190353 neither
AMSTERDAM. to all addresses.

Regret cannot agree to diversion of NISUW AMSTER
DAM to Milne Bay.
(D. of S.T. 201215A to Com. 7th Fleet, Info B.A.D. 
Cominch, C. in C. P.A.C., C. in C. S.W.P.A., 
C.S.V.P. Seafron.)

Further to your 192047 my signal'indicating that NIEUW AMSTERDAM 
could not be ordered to Milne Bay was sent after consulting 
Netherlands Shipping Mission in London.

(2) /...
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NIEUW
AMSTERDAM. 

(Contd.)

Australia and New Zealand.
(2) Matter has since been discussed with Nether
lands Government and they adhere to view that 
ships must not proceed north of Sydney.
(3) This for your information and guidance in case 
matter is pressed further by U.S. Authorities.
(D. of S.T. 202344B toB.A.D.)

SAf attack 
and sighting 
Summary.
0 \L

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Submarines Reoprted.
For 24 hours to 0900Z/20th.
Para. A. (l) VIOLET made 2 attacks on U-Boats 
at 194l/19th Jan. in 50 degs. 27’ N. 18 degs. 17’ 
W. Ref. A.M. 190956Z Para. A. (1) NORTHERN SKY 
attacked U-Boat sighted by ROCHESTER.
(D.D.I.C. 200950Z)

U/B
Estimates.

(D.D.I.C. 201433A, 201445A)
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SITUATION DEPORT.

Home Commands.

1. Convoy J.W. 56A, consisting now o f f i f t e e n  
M/V's l e f t  Akureyri at 0900A to-day fo r  the Kola 
In le t escorted by the Destroyer and Through Escorts 
There was s t i l l  no news to-day of the two missing 
M/V's; .and C .S .l who intends to remain at 
Akureyri t i l l  1300 on the 23rd January, considers 
that they may have crossed the Iceland-Faeroes 
m inefield.

2. At 2255 last night two Enemy Destroyers or 
Torpedo-Boats which had escorted four small 
vessels from o f f  Gravelines at 8 knots arrived, 
with them o f f  Cap Gris Nez and then increased 
speed to 24 knots to avoid interception by our 
M.T.B. Patro l at the East Varne Buoy and were last 
plotted 6 miles N.W. o f the Somme at 0100. Two 
Albacore A/C attacked them o f f  Berck-sur-Mer and 
claim to have damaged one. Our coastal batteries 
engaged them between 2259 and 2330 with 10 rounds 
o f 15 inch and 54 rounds o f 9.2 without observed 
resu lt, and the enemy coastal batteries replied 
with about 30 rounds of which 3 f e l l  in Deal 
causing some damage to Naval requisitioned property 
but no casualties. *

I t  is considered that these two vessels are now 
probably in Dieppe intending to move to the 
westward; and C. in C. Portsmouth has asked that 
the coastal route between Dieppe and Cape d 'Antifer  
may be patrolled tonight by Albacore A/C.

3. Shortly a fte r  0130 to-day the Corvette KITTIWAKE 
on patrol near 3 B Buoy sighted and engaged two 
of a group o f E-3oats returning at 30 knots towards 
the Hook, but was out-distanced by them. I t  
is believed that th is  was a diversion fo r  a main 
E-Boat attack in the Humber area and that mines 
may have been la id  both in that area and o f f  3B 
Buoy. Sweeping in both areas is in progress.

4. M.M.S.257 reports to-day that with M. .0. 252
and B.Y.M.S. 2069 in company at 2125 on the 18th 
January about 500 miles W. by 3. of Lands End he 
was f ired  on by Convoy Escorts. The 3 ships 
scattered and M.M.S. 257 and 252 have arrived 
independently at Falmouth; but there is to-day 
no news o f .Y.H.S. 2069.
(Note: B.Y.: .0. 2069 arrived at Falmouth at 221820A)

Owing to sickness among the S ta ff ,  Situation 
reports r or "Foreign stations fo r  th is  Hate' "are 
Incomplete or missing. ‘
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Policy.
ARIa DNE• On crossing lat. 48° N. steer for new position

0. 45.01 N. 17.15 W. thence to Horta.
(D.O.D.H. 211059A to ARIADNE. )

UNSWERVING. Request you will sail UNGViifiVING for Gibraltar
about 30th January. My 092101 Dec. refers. 
(F.O.S » 211104A to Capt. 3.3.)

EJTERPRISE. Sailed ENTERPRISE as in my 201825A.
(C» in C. Plymouth 211509A to Admty. 3.B.N.0* 
Azores.)

All merchant ships of whatever size encountered in 
Norwegian Territorial waters are under German 
control and are therefore liable to attack. They 
may carry troops or supplies.
2. Some ships have been reported flying Belgian, 
Dutch or Norwegian colours. In deciding whether 

to attack these ship3 the only consideration is probability 
of success. This point must be borne in mind in the case of 
smaller ships.
3. Ships flying Swedish colours may also be attacked in Norwegian 
Territorial waters.
(F.0.3. 211924A to S/Ms.)

M/Vs in 
Norwegian 
Waters.

One rations.
Operation Group 6 escorted by GLEANER, SPEEDWELL, HUSSAR
F.W. Convoy arrived Kola Inlet. 3.B.N.O.Archangel's 182356 
J.W.56B sailed, refers.

(o.B.N.O.North Russia 210025A to S.B.N.O.Archangel) 
Akureyri (?arrivals) 1330A/20th BERWICK and 
BERMUDA.
(A.C.I.C. 211006A to H.F.)

J.W.56B, 9 knots, A. 1430/22na, B. escorted. C. 18.
(N.C.3.0.Loch Ewe 211050A to C. in C.W.A.)

MUSKETEnR with destroyers addressed proceed to pass Switha 
2000A/22nd to Seidisfjord routed through route "Red”. C« in C. 
H.F. 051009 refers. On arrival complete and act under orders of 
Capt. D.3rd.
2* After making landfall off coast of Iceland MUSKETEER is to 
detach 2 destroyers to meet convoy J.W.56B and assist it to make 
landfall off Vestrahorn. These destroyers are then to proceed 
to Seidisfjord to complete.

(R.A.D.H.F. 211104A to MUSKETEER, MAHRATTA, MATCHLESS, 
OPPORTUNE, SCOURGE, HURON.)
After being scattered and damaged by heavy weather J.W.56A 

was ordered to proceed to Akureyri on 17th January where escorts 
and 16 M/Vs arrived on 19th. Revised orders for operation F.W. 
are contained in V.A.2's 201506 passed to you.

(D.O.D.H. 211255A to Ad. Fisher.)

/J.W.56A
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Operations.
J.W.56A sailed as in my 201522A.
2. JOSEPH N. NICOLLET badly cracked side and deck 
abaft superstructure and is unfit for orward 
passage. Intend sailing ship to Loch Ewe on 
completion of temporary repairs about 24th Jan. 
escorted by WALLFLOWER to detach to Londonderry.
3. BORAGE will 3ail for Londonderry p.m. 22nd.
4. Still no news of CHARLEo BULLFINCH and JOHN A. 

QUITMAN. Possibilities of their having crossed Iceland-Faroes 
minefields cannot be ruled out.
5. Intend to sail with Force One p.m. 23rd Jan. and act in 
accordance with para. 6D of C. in C.H.F. 050701A.
(C.S.l 211632A to V.A.2.)

Request following information re J.W.convoys.
1. Number of ships expected to be ready for R.A.56A and B.
2. Anticipated rate of unloading for J.W.56 and 57.

(D.O.D.H. 212110A to S. B.N. 0 .N.Rissia. )

Biscay A/S Am over enemy submarine in 49° 40' N. 18° 15' V/. 
operations. (A/C Duty J 210150 to 19 Group.)

Situation at 211959A. U.S.Cdr. T.G. 12.16 U.S.8. 
BLOCK ISLAND, 4 U»S.destroyers, operating in 
vicinity 043° 01' N. 029° 59' W. My 211247A refers 
(C. in C.W.A. 211255A to Admty.)

Operation 
F.W. Convoy 
J.W.56B 
sailed. 
(Contd.)

Operation My 201128A. Abandoned. Dory retired after being
"Hardtack 26". challenged on way ashore. Lack of time prevented 

a further attempt.
(V.A.Dover 210541A to Admty.)
Carry out operation "Hardtack 26" tonight.
(V.A.Dover 211207A to M.T.B. 359, Commando 10.)

My 211207A. Operation abandoned owing to weather.
(V.A.Dover 211356A to Admty.)

E-Boats. Report of E-Boat activity last night 20th/21st.
1. Weather deteriorated during the evening es
pecially North of Yarmouth. In view of reports 
of bad weather all C/F units except one were re

called by 2335. BENACRE reports that wave-clutter handicapped 
performance during the night thus indicating heavier sea than 
usual*
2. Soon after 0110 K.163 plotted an incoming track 6 miles E. of 
3 B Buoy speed 14 knots. Four responses were reported. At 0120 
KITTIWAKE on patrol 7 obtained Radar contact. At this time E- 
Boats reached Channel 1? miles North of 3 B Buoy and turned 
south. On passing 3 B at 0130 they shaped course for the Hook 
at 30 knots. KITTIWAKE sighted and engaged two of them shortly 
after this but was out-distanced.
3. It is thought that this was a diversion for a main attack 
probably in Humber area.
It is not known if the main body reached their objective. It is 
possible that it turned back on account of weather which by mid
night in this area was wind 3.W.6 sea 43. M.T.B. 617 on A.3.R. 
duty some 50 miles N.E. of Cromer reported his max. speed was the
6 knots*

/4*..
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Operations.
4. It is considered mines were probably laid close 
North of 3 B Buoy and may have been laid in Humber 
area although there were no plots from shore Radar 
unaccounted for. E* Dudgeon to H.3 is not however 
covered by shore Radar and there were no patrols 
North of 59A Buoy. Sweeping in both areas is in 
progress.
(C« in C.Nore 211224A to Admty.)

Yesterday, in anticipation of movements of enemy 
Naval units westward from Dunkirk, M.T.Bs. 211 (S. 
0.) 231, 358 and 209 and M.G.Bs. 43 and 41 were 
sent to patrol" at No. 7 Buoy from 1830, with a 
view to their attacking off Y/issant under cover 
of fir& from our coastal batteries. A patrol by 
Albacore aircraft between Calais and Dunkirk was 
maintained from 1845.
2. At 2110 shore-based Radar detected two medium 

and four small vessels off Gravelines proceeding west at 8 knots 
and at 2139 M.T.Bs. were instructed to proceed to East Varne Buoyt 
The enemy reduced speed slightly when off Calais at 2235 and at 
one time appeared to be about to enter harbour. At 2255, when 
nine miles from Cap Gris Nez, the enemy increased speed to 24 
knots and as a result interception was missed. The four small 
vessels turned off Y/issant and faded off Gravelines at 0045.
The two large vessels probably destroyers faded off the plot at 
0100 when 6 miles north west of the Somme. Speed 18 knots.
3. One Albacore diverted from patrol to investigate and attack 
the plot off Gravelines sighted the enemy but failed to return.
Of two Albacores which attacked off Berck Sur Mer one claims 
hits on one destroyer with three bombs which caused a fire on 
board and the other claims a near miss on the same vessel.
4. Coast artillery fired 10 rounds of 15 inch and 54 rounds of 
9.2 inch between 2259 and 2330 but make no claims. The eneny 
replied with about 30 rounds from batteries in the Calais, Blanc 
Nez, and Gris Nez areas. The majority of these fell in the Deal 
area but only three in the town itself. Ho casualties reported 
but some damage to property including the South Eastern Hotel which is requisitioned for the accommodation of Naval personnel.
5* My 211219 refers.
(V.A.Dover 211226A to Admty.)

E-Boats. 
(Conta.)

1 enemy 
destroyer 
damaged by 
A/C« Coastal 
batteries 
engagement.

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

(C» in C.Portsmouth 211325A.) 
(C. in C.Plymouth 211530A.) 
(C. in C.Nore 211605A.)

Interception Tonight* request Albacores may patrol coastal rout 
of two enemy between Dieppe and Cap D'Antifer as soon a3 dark- 
torpedo boats. nes3 permits. Two torpedo boats which passedStraits last night probably in Dieppe and may go west. Attacks may be made until 1930. Thereafter 

reporting for Coastal Forces.
(C. in C.Portsmouth 211610A to R.A.F.Tangmere and 
Thorney Island.)

/Available.••



MOST SECRET

329
War Diary*

21.1.1944. 
Friday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Interception 
of two enemy 
torpedo boats. 
(Conta.)

Available M.T.Bs. are to leave Newhaven at 1700A/ 
21st to patrol off Gap D'Antifer. Q. Z.X. 771 is 
to be crossed as in my 211616A. Leave patrol by 
0500 and return by same route. On no account to 
proceed west of 00° 05* W.
(C. in G«Port3moutb 211614A to N.O.I.C. Newhaven.) 
My 211610A. Attacks may be made after 1930A. 
Coastal forces have not sailed.
(C. in G*Portsmouth 211839A to R.A.F. Tangmere, 
Thomey Island.)

Your 192302* For waters of 3heerness 3ub. command 
nil report*
If any commitments in other waters for which 
Sheernes3 mooring centre is responsible are re
ported in compliance with your 192302 request 
full particulars and dates by which completion 
is necessary may be notified as soon as possible 

to enable decision to be made whether any assistance from boom 
organisation is desired.
(Cdre. oheerness 211622 to Admty.)

Operation 
"Overlord." 
Mooring com
mitments.

A/S sweep SCARBOROUGH is to join E.G.15 temporarily,
by E.G.15. SCARBOROUGH take MAGPIE, SCIMITAR under your

orders and proceed to be off Tory Island by 1900A 
tomorrow. Thence sweep the coast and in Donegal 
Bay. On reaching 010° W. proceed 000° to 055°

45’ N. thence 090° altering to arrive 307 Tory Island 5 by 1900A/ 
23rd.
(C. in C.W.A. 211630A to SCARBOROUGH, MAGPIE, SCIMITAR.)

3/M patrols. Positions of submarines at 0800/22nd and movements 
for following 24 hours.
A. TELEMACHU3, VENTURER, STUBBORN, 3EANYMPH a3 in 
my 191812.

3. SEADOG, SPIRIT as in ray 201621.
C. 0.15 61° 55' N. 01° 54’ E. through 62° 13' N. 02° 48' E. and 
62° 13' N« 04° 00' S. to patrol off Stadtlandet, diving by day 
when within 60 miles of Norwegian Coast.
H. VIKING 50° 30' N. 08° 45' V/. diving by day to patrol vicinity 
50° 50' N. 10° 00' W.
(F.O.S. 211722 to Admty.)

Negative patrol. Following damage sustained by grounding
A. Asdics damaged and inoperative.
B. Lower torpedo tubes operation faulty.
C* Pre33ure hull leaking through forward oil fuel group.
S/M can dive. Returning to Lerwick reverse route. My P.C. and S 
004° 35' E. 059° 20' N. 336° 9.

(SEADOG 211803A to Capt. S.9.)
Routed through 090° Muckle Flugga 20, 062° 13* 002° 48’ E. 

and 062° 13' 004° E. 0.15 left Lerwick 1905A/2l3t to patrol off 
Stadtlandet. Proceeding unescorted and on the surface at C.Os. 
discretion till within 60 miles of Norwegian coast*

(3.0. 3/M Lerwick 211926A to 3/Ms.)

/Operation...
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Operation
"Postage
Able".

Onerations* - Contd.
Operation "Postage Able" completed.
(C* in C.Portsmouth 211855A to Admty.)

M.M.3. 257, 
M.M.S. 252. 
& B.Y.M.3. 
2069 fired 
on by own 
forces on 
18th Jan.

C.0• M.M.S. 257 reports that with M.M.S. 252 and B.Y.M.S* 2069 in company he was fired on by Convoy 
escorts in approx. 48° 20* N. 18° 10' V/. at 2125/ 18th Jan. Vessels scattered and M.M.S. 257 and 
252 have arrived independently at Falmouth. No 
information available of movements of B.Y.M.3. 206' after encounter with convoy escorts.(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 212018A to C« in C.Plymouth.)

Three U- 
Boats reported.

U-Boats.
At 211130 aircraft F.W. 169 flying 11 - 12000 ft. sighted three unidentified submarines proceeding at 12 - 15 knots on a heading of 150° (M) (approx, on the surface. Position at time of sighting 59° 
50' N. 17° 45' W.
(T.A.C. Prestwick 211802A to Admty.)

EMPIRE
TREASURE.

Casualties & Defects.
Your 202341A. Carried out R.D.F. investigation. 
Nothing further to report. Suspect this to be enemy decoy. Do not intend to leave tow. Com
plying with your 201041. P.C* and 3. 050° 37’ N. 028° 51' V/. 087° 7 knots.(GIFFARD 210029Z to C. in C.W.A.)

RAMILLIES. A.M. 172218A. Ship will require docking for repairs to holes eroded in bottom (?of defective) 
shaft passages, also defective bulges.
(RAMILLIES 210101 to Admty.)

ERINNA
survivors.

Arriving boom 0930 G.M.T. 21st, 9 survivors 
nationality Chinese from Dutch tanker ERINNA. (PERTH 210213Z to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

i

EMPIRESEAMAN.
Collision occurred in Leith Docks on 14th Jan. 
between HOUND and S3. EMPIRE SEAMAN causing slight 
damage to Merchant ship only.(N.O.I.C. Leith 211330A to Admty.)•

SENGA. Harbour Tender M/V SENGA sunk in coll is ion with 
harbour service craft ANDRE MONIQUE. No loss of life.
(N.O.I.C. Londonderry 211730A to Admty.)

/SEADOC...
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Casualties & Defects - Contd.
3EADOG. Damaged by grounding.

(SEADOG 211803A.)
See Operations.

SAMUEL 
DEXTER 
(Convoy 
0.N.220.)

in company, 
transmission.

Following has been read. At 2143 crack across 
number four hatch and down starboard side.
Position at 2130 54.48 N. 22.45 V/.
(Burnham on Sea Radio 212143.)
American Merchant Ship distress signal 212206Z.
Am proceeding to search 054° 48' N. 022° 45' V/. 
Max. duration of search 1200Z tomorrow. VOLUNTEER 

In view of lack of name could this be a U-Boat
(WARWICK 212335Z to C. in C.W.A.)

Shipping & Convo.Y3»
/

0.N.S.27. Your 201730. Proceed Hvalfjord for fuel and
E.G.B. 5. defects.

(A.C.I.C* 210413A to 3.0.E.G. B.5.)
Your 200958A* Name3 of nine ships remaining in 

convoy 0.N.S.27 at 1600Z/21st. Altogether about 10 others in 
vicinity whose names could not be obtained owing to increase of 
gale.
(WARWICK 211609Z to C. in C.W.A.)

Hvalfjord arrival HAVELOCK and VIMY.
(A.C.I.C. 211612A to C. in C.W.A.)
WARWICK, VOLUNTEER, BUTTERCUP and LAVENDER are to return 

Londonderry at P.L.E.
2. Due to present weather conditions no B.A.M.3» is being broad
cast.

(C. in C.W.A. 211825Z to WARWICK.)
Sailed HAVELOCK and VIMY. 8.0.A. 14 knots.
(A.C.I.C. 212112A to WARWICK.)

S.L.145. Sailed ACANTHUS and CARISBROOE CASTLE.
(E.G.15.) (Cdre. D.W.A. 210845A to C. in C.W.A.)

CARISBROOKE CASTLE returned with engine room defec 
(Cdre. D.W.A. 211531A to C. in C.W.A.)
On arrival KENILWORTH CASTLE and PRESCOTT are to 

form part of 15 Escort Group temporarily. *
(C. in C.W.A. 211635A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

U.T.107. Escorts detailed VIZALMA and NORTHERN SPRAY.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 211543A to Admty.)
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T.G. 21.12
North Atlantic.
Task Group 21.12 arriving Horta for fuel 221830Z, 
4 destroyers, carrier, requirements. Depart for 
Casablanca soon as fuelled.
(C.T.G. 21.12, 211950 to Cinclant.)

U/B. By D/F on 4190 k/cs st 234QZ/20 U-Boat estimated 
within 75 miles of 43° 0 0 ’ N. 35° 00* W. 
(D.D.I.C., 210213A to S.B.N.O. Azores.)

K.ivi.F. 28. (1) Escort for CHAMPOLLION when detached to
Gibraltar, BURGESS (S.O.) and VERITY. Your 
201117A refers.
(2) Onward escort for CHAMPOLLION to rejoin 

convoy in Mediterranean, BURGESS (S.O.) and BAZELY. Latter, 
will be detached on passing Carnero Point. A.M. 060814A, para.
5 refers.
(3) VERITY urgently requires fuelling also boiler cleaning and 24 hours repairs to main feed pump.
(4) AMETHYST has leak in gland space and s.A. magazine but 
under control.
(5) BLACK SWAN R.D.F. type 276 cabinet flooded, out of action, 
dockyard assistance required. Type 291 also out of action.
(6) Request destination AMETHYST, BLACK SWAN, TUSCAN.
(S.O. E.G.4, 210947Z to F.O.G.M.A. )Reply re para. 2, see 221829a .

UNSEEN. From position G in F.O.G.M.A. 171744 proceed
dived by day via route ••Green" to R/v in 180° 
Bishop 10 miles at 1300A/28th Jan.
(2) On day of R/v proceed on surface during daylight at C.O's discretion.

(3) Bombing restrictions follow, s. of A. 120 miles in 24 hour s.
(4 ) Capt. (s) 5 is requested to arrange escort for para 1 
(F.O.(S), 211103A to P.51 (UNSEEN), Capt. (S) 5, (R) F. 6. G.‘M. A. etc

WARSPITE. Request you will report on WARSPITE’s fitness 
ror service as a bombarding vessel using not 
more than one turret at a time.
(A.C.N.S.(f ), 211115A to F.O.G.M.A.)

Spanish 
Shipping, 
inter
ception.

Your 201747. M.E.W. informed H.M. Consul, Las 
Palmas, of search programme approved by h .M. 
Ambassador, Madrid, and instructed him to*propost 
suitable ships (a ) for interception (b ) to be 
in+^Cer^e<̂  Gibraltar each month commencing-LUoI!.
2 t .Request you will comply with his suggestions

select ^'or? e x S i i S f i ^ ^Snfescan^sh"ishi', • r ?4uests 0.0.S.O. may 
Mediterraaean port fo? So S t ! ™ c I . M P  °’,t" rd b°U“d froi
(D*E * *D *, ApProved A.C.N.S.(F), 211233A to F.O.G.M.A.)

/ u.s.
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U.S. L.S.T.
228.

North Atlantic.- Contd.
S.B.N.O. Azores 202005Z follows (quoted). 
Comnavzores is requested convey appreciation to 
S.B.N.O. Azores for assistance and to make 
amplifying report to Cominch with recommendations 
information this command.
(Com. 12th Fleet, 211424 to Cominch, Comnavzores.)

U/B. Am over enemy S/M in 35° 28’ N. 6° 10’ W. (? 4 
knots) when first sighted was on surface, 
periscope only sighted, and was observed to 
submerge.
(A/C Duty ’G ’, 211840A to Gib. W/T.)

T.G. 21.13, 
U/B.

Upon completion fuelling escort today proceed 
operate against submarines reported north-west 
of Azores, Cominch 211536.
(Cinclant, 212029 to C.T.G. 21.13.)

T.G. 62.5,
Italian
Submarines.

C.T.F. 62 direct 1 Cortdiv 4 ship proceed Gib. 
report F.O.C. Gib. as escort 5 Italian submarines 
to Bermuda. Provide interpreters as necessary. 
F.O.C. Gib. requested route this detachment 
(hereby designated Task Group 62.5, Task Group 
Commander in escort vessel) to Bermuda via Horta

if necessary. I shall direct N.O.B. Bermuda relieve escort in
vicinity Bermuda. Communications in separate despatch.

(C indent, 212050 to F.O.G. Gib., C.T.F. 62, Info. N.O.B. 
Bermuda, etc.)
F.O.C. Gib. requested effect following communication 

arrangements my 212050.
(Cinclant, 212115.)

#

/ South Atlantic.
” Freecar”
Patrol:
Commands.

Your 072238 being passed to B.A.D.
2. Italians should not be given command over any 
Allied units, more particularly over French 
units. The use of mixed forces should therefore, 
if possible, be avoided.
3. In view of your ability to exercise a large measure of tactical and strategical control from Freetown, it is hoped that in practice you will not have occasion to define 

command relation between French and Italians.
4. If, however, a situation should develop when tactical control 
must be decided between a French and Italian ship, you should 
expressly place Italian ship under orders of the French, whether 
or not Admiral Biancheri is at sea.

/5. Admiral ...
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F r id a y .

South A t l a n t i c .

5. Admiral B ia n ch e r i  appears t o  r e a l i s e  the 
d e l i c a c y  o f  h is  s i t u a t i o n  and to  have r e s o r t e d  
to  the e x p ed ien t  o f  f l y i n g  h is  f l a g  c o n s ta n t ly  
in  the c r u i s e r  in  p o r t  t o  overcome the d i f f i c u l t y .  
So lo n g  as he i s  ready  to  con t in u e  t h is  p r a c t i c e  
which i s  thought u n o b je c t io n a b le  i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  
a d v is a b le  to  a c q u ie s c e .

6. I t a l i a n  c r u i s e r s  based on Freetown may c l e a r l y  come in to  
c o n ta c t  w ith  U.S. w arships and you sh ou ld  in form  Admiral Ingram 
o f  our v iew s . B.A.D. i s  re q u ested  t o  in form  Navy Department.

Head o f  M. Branch I I ,  Approved V .G .N .S . , 211600A t o  F .O .C .W .A ., 
R) B .A .D . , e t c . )

wF reecar"  
P a t r o l  *. 
Commands. 
(C o n t d . )
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Mediterranean.
A/C attack Enemy anchorage of caique 60 tons 36.36 N., 
on Caique. 27.13 E.

(A/C, CJK/Z, 211110Z to 201 Group).
Have attacked enemy at bombs level. Result of 
attack unobserved.
(A/C, CJK/Z, 211112Z to 201 Group).

Air Med. Allied Air Force. Night 19/20th Jan.
Reports. 12 Kittyhawks bombed and straffed shipping at

Ploca and Brigesca. They left two small vessels 
smoking.
(Air C. in C. Med.,No T.0.0./21).

20th Jan. 1 Mission. 12 Kittyhawks shipping at Ploca. 
Bombed and straffed 1,500 ton merchant vessel Ploca Harbour. No 
results observed. Tug at mouth of river Nertva straffed and 
schooner North Coast Peljasac left smoking.

(M.A.A.F.,Adv.,211331Z).
Balkan Sitrep. Air Ops. Bombing. 19th Jan. 3 attacks 

by total 24 Kittyhawks 12 U.S. Warhawks on shipping Makarska and 
Ploca harbours set on fire 2 schooners damaged k small vessels 
also machine gunned 2 Siebel ferries and schooner off Korcula 
Island.

(C. in C.M.E. 211955B).

TORBAY, Following patrol positions are to be assumed by
SOKOL, 010lB/23rd.
UNSPARING. (a ) TORBAY off South coast of Amorgo keeping

west of Liadi.
(b ) O.R.P. SOKOL between Denusa and Araorgo east 
of longitude 025 clegs. 50' (R) 025 degs. 50’.
(o) P.55 (UNSPARING; South of Leviha.

(2) . Routeing: SOKOL is to pass west of Kaloyeri Rock, and
Buey Rock. UNSPARING and TORBAY as ordered previously.
(3) P.55 (UNSPARING) leaving patrol at 0501/24th thence as 
routed in my 201629. Westomp time 2k hours late.
(Capt.(S)1, 211247B to 1 S.F.).

1st S.M.F. Transfer of First Submarine Flotilla from Beirut
for Malta. to Malta is being arranged to take place in mid

February.
(2) Request future shipment of Mark 8 to Pedo? 

Units to Levant be transferred to Malta and Malta reserve increased 
to 150. A.M. 241723/October refers. Part of Malta reserve will be held at Maddalena.
(C. in C. Med., 211621A to Admty.).

Axis 4 craft (GRETEL, SYRIU3, MINA, MIMI) reported
shipping B.3 similar but large than E.M.S.type arrived
Bosphorus. Bosphorus from Black Sea in transit for Aegean. 

2. B.N.A. Ankara has been warned.
(S.O.(l) Istanbul, 211635C to F.O. Levant).
My 211739 (N.T.7211635 intended). Craft are not

21.1.1944. Friday.

/ E.M.S....
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Axis 
shipping 
Bosphorus. 
(Contd.)

Mediterranean.
E.M.S. type.
2. 2 are Dutch Schuyt type similar to VERTRAUEN.
2 are ordinary Danube seagoing barges similar to 
MAGDA. My 061740C refers. Tonnage 45 -  55 tons 
all under German flag.
(S.O.(l) Istanbul, 211920C to F.O. Levant).

Escort
Groups,
exchange.

3. F.O.C.W.A.F 
(C. in G . Med., 
231154a ).

Is there any objection to exchanging escort groups 
of BIDEFORD and AIRE since former’s better A/A 
armament makes her more suitable for Mediterranean 
conditions?
2. Exchange would take place at Gibraltar on or 
about 1st February.
., and F.O.G.M.A. concur.
211832a to Adraty.). No objection. (Admty.

UNTIRING Intend to sail P.59 UNTIRING, at 1100/23rd by
QBB 312 thence 042 degs. 5 8 * 007 degs. 19' at 
1959/24th to oatrol in zone 3S.
(Capt.(S) 10, 211849 to C. in C. Med.).

Minelaying 
in ports, 
used by 
relief ships.

Your 021248, your 0 9 1 9 5 1, and your 111337.
Laying of limited life mines in ports visited by 
Swedish relief ships is on the whole 
unsatisfactory. However, since Salonika is only 
visited at lengthy intervals, approval is given 
for laying of limited life mines there. 
least one month’s notice of visits will be given.

2. In view of great importance of ensuring continuance of 
relief, no mines should at present be laid in following ports:- 
Piraeus, Preveza, Corfu, Venice, Missolonghi, Chios, Samos, 
Mitylene and Canea.
3. Swedes are being requested to arrange substitution of Canea 
for Heraklion.
4. In addition, as it is desirable that at least some of the
Cyclades Islands should be provisioned, it is requested that 
F.O.L.E.M. will name two of the larger islands*in this group 
which have not been mined and which he can agree to leave 
unmined in future. , * a**.
5 . With above exceptions, no further restrictions are placed 
on the mining of Greek ports.
(Hd. of M.I. Approved V.C.N.S.,211926A to F.O.L.E.M.,V.A.
Malta, Info. C. in C. Med.).

Situation (1) SPARTaN bombarding in Terracina area during
Report night I8th/19th Jan.
No. 277. (2) ORION, SPARTAK, LAFOREY, JERVIS, JANUS^and

FAULKNOR with air co-operation provided tl/ie 
support for 10th Corps, in Garigliano River area 

on 19th Jan. against minor opposition from shore battery.
(3) During the night 20th/21st Jan. TYRIAN and TEAZER patrolled 
Hvar Channel without incident.
(C. in C. Med., 212050A to .-idmty. , etc.)
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East indies.
U/B Bi-weekly U-Boat disposition number 19.
Dispositions. (C. in C. E.F., 210315Z.)

Convoys for To assist in bringing ships up river to Calcutta
Calcutta. in best sequence the following suffixes are to

be included in sailing telegrams for ships in 
J.C. convoys bound for Calcutta to indicate 
anticipated fresh water draughts in feet on 

arrival. Suffixes to be included immediately after name of 
ship in sailing telegrams.
(U) 23 feet snd below. (V) 23 feet to 24 feet. (w) 24 feet 
to 25 feet. (x) 25 feet to 26 feet. (Y) 26 feet to 27 feet, 
(z) 27 feet and over.
(C. in C. E.F. , 211204Z to F.O. Ceylon, etc.)

VALIANT,
QUEEN

ELIZABETH,
destroyers.

Departure VALIANT and QUEEN ELIZABETH in company. 
ROTHERHAM, NORMAN, PETARD, PALADIN and 
PATHFINDER in company.
(Com. Aden, 212109Z to Admty., etc.)

Staff Admty., 212213A to C. in C. E.F., replying to
Organisation. his 230336Z December.

(See Lion Copy)
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SECRET, OUT.

312213A/Jan,

Bate : 21.1.1944

Addressed i 0. in  0# Eastern F le e t

Naval Cynher (X ) Plug.

From : Admiralty.
( f l y

Your 230330, Experience at home hap shown that 
unified control of a l l  H.M.ships .and landing craft is 
necessary in interest o f most offic iont and economical use 
o f base fa c i l i t ie s ,  also that p rio rities fo r  rern ir and 
maintenance of fle e t  units, escort vessels;, landing c ra ft, 
coastal cra ft and merchant shinning can only bo settled 
expeditiously and satisfacto rily  by existence o f one 
co-ordinating authority for a l l  resources o f the area.

2, Experience has also borne out the need fo r a l l  movements 
in an area to be co-ordinated by one Directing Authority.

3. Suggestions made in A.M,090036/Decomber -'ere based on 
these considerations which aimed at establishment of a 
fundamentally sound and cohesive organisation which wi l l  
cater fo r exbaasion i f  required and can function without 
dislocation wherever you and S.A.C. may find yourselves in 
future. Their Lordships agree however to their modification 
as necessary to  meet special conditions in  India, always 
bearing in mind the urgent need for economy in manpower,

M . In view of altered commitments Their Lordships do not
C onsider that the appointment o f a Flag O fficer as.R.y.L.CJ  

Is  ju stified  at present. Could a  more junior o ffic e r  now 
available on your Station undertake th is duty ?

0 .  Your oaragraoh 4 refers to Do Duty Naval Common d e ra il  
Assume you intend to use the t it le  Deputy Ifeval Comnander

i
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- 2-

S.E.A.O. fo r a l l  purposes.

1st Lord, 
1st S.L. 
D.F.S.L.
2nd. S.L. 
3rd S.L. 
4th S.L. 
5th S.L. 
V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N. -S. ( W )

A.C.N.8. (UT). (2) 
A.C.N.S. (P).
Vies Controller. 
Soc.
Nav. Soo.
P.A.S. (S ). 
D.T.S.D.
D. o f  P . , (3 ) . ,
D. o f  P.CQ). (2 ). 
L.C.OoD.(4 ).
0 . 1). ( b ; „
D.N.I. (5 ).
D. o f L.D. (3 ). 
D.C.O.M. (4 ).
D . N .  A . O .

D.T.D. (4 ).
0.0.0. (2).
D.S.D. (3 ).

212213A.

fo r  Head o f M, I I .  
Approved by F irst L«r'A.

N.A.2.S.L. (2 ).
C.'L (2).
p  T) S  ( E )

M lii.'aCG/’921/43) (35) and fo r  %C.O.. I.O .. ”L0.
,dra.

I . P .
W.D.

r
Dep. Contr. (4 ) )
D. o f D. (4)
E. in 0. (4) 
H. I.N..L.O. 
S.W.R.,

)
) Bath. 

)

oe.
139.
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2 1 .1 .1 9 4 4 .
F rid a y .

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Am erica & West I n d ie s .

Damage to  Commodore 0 .N .218  r e p o r ts  as f o l l o w s : -
sh ip s  in  Your 121823 r e f e r s .  2. JOSEPH SMITH and
0.11.218. THEODORE PARKER damaged d u rin g  v e ry  s tron g

s o u th e r ly  g a le s  v e e r in g  t o  W. and N.N.W. on 9 th , 
10th  and 11th Jan. In  o rd e r  to  sa fegu ard  sh ip s  
convoy speed reduced to  r e v o lu t io n s  f o r  7 to  

8 kn ots which a llow ed  s u f f i c i e n t  speed to  keep ste e ra g e  way. 
Course a lt e r e d  to  b r in g  sea 2 p o in ts  on the bow. T his p o l i c y  
m aintained u n t i l  w eather m oderated. 3. R eport o f  m eeting 
co n ta in in g  recom m endations from  Commodore and M aster o f  
WILLIAM C0DDINGT0N d espatch ed  to  D. T.D. by a i r  m ail in d ic a t e s  
that a t t e n t io n  should be g iv en  to  s p e c ia l  b a l la s t in g  o f  L ib e r ty  
s h ip s . See Commodore's r e p o r t  0 .N .20 5 .
(B .A .D . 210637 to  A dm ty.)

Use o f  In  o rd e r  th a t we may have a more com plete p ic t u r e
M .A .C 's . o f  B r i t i s h  a n ti-U -B o a t e f f o r t ,  we would be g r a te 

f u l  f o r  in fo rm a tio n  on M.A.C. o p e r a t io n s .
2. The fo l lo w in g  are n o t  known in  W ashington.
3. Are. M .A .C 's  b e in g  used w ith  K .M .S /S .L . convoys 

and, i f  s o , do they o p e ra te  S outh  o f  G ib r a lta r ?  4 . Are M .A .C 's  
b e in g  used in  any otheY* th e a tre  b e s id e s  N orth  A t la n t ic ?
5. What are  average f r y in g  hours and number o f  s o r t ie s  p e r  day 
on t r a n s -A t la n t ic  ro u te s?  6 . S u cce sse s , i f  any, by M .A .C 's . 
(B .A .D . 211417Z to  Adm ty.)

U /Bs. Enemy S/M. E stim ate 1200Z /21 .
(Gominch 211550Z .)

PATROCLUS. H.M.S. PATROCLUS d ep a rts  Bennuda f o r  G ib r a lta r  
221230Z (R o u te ) . E .T .A . G ib r a lta r  021200Z. 
(Com. N.O.B. Bermuda 211514 to  F .O .G .M .A .)

W orking up
Programme,
Nova
S co t ia n
B ases.

S .B .N .O . W .A 's 191454. O ffe r  to  a cce p t  one group 
now in  a ccord an ce  w ith  N .S .H .Q . 282150 December 
a p p r e c ia te d . C. in  C. C .N .A . t o  take n e ce ssa ry  
a c t io n .  (2 )  In  view  o f  your 301720 December 
U .S .N . were req u ested  to  g iv e  c o n s id e r a t io n  f o r  
use o f  Chesapeake Bay by u s . I t  i s  f e l t  no 
fu tu re  arrangem ents should be made now pending 
t h e ir  d e c is io n .  (3 )  You w i l l  be k ep t in form ed 
o f  developm ents.
(N .S .H .Q . 211811Z t o  S.B . O.W.A. , C. in  G. C.N.A.

U .S . TroopshipsW ar Department has prop osed  th at American u n e sco r t  
f o r  Oran. ed t r o o p s h ip s  fo r  N orth  A fr ic a  d isch a rg e  a t

Oran ra th e r  than C asab lan ca . R equest co n firm a tio n

/ t h a t . .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

21.1.1944.
Friday,

America & West Indies.

U.S. Troop
ships 
for Oran. 
(Contd.)

that British escort can be provided from Gibraltar 
approaches to Oran for these ships beginning with 
GENERAL A.E. ANDERSON departing Hampton Roads 
22nd Jan.
(Cominch 211935 to Admty.) Remarks of C. in C. 
Med. 221124A.

T.G.21.7. Escort 0.U.13 departing from New York Jan.31st
for U.K. when directed by Admiralty escort U.C.13 
to New York. This re-establishes Task Group 21.7 
Comdr. Norgaard in SCOTT, Cortdiv 17. Conference 
date and Tankers for Escorts will be designated 

by Port Director.
(Cinclant 212010 to Comcortdiv 17.)

Co-operation 
British 
and U.S. 
forces.

(B.A.D. 212143Z to Admty.) (See Lion Copy.)

Argentina. Relations, influence on operations C.0 . 3 .  (w) 1088. 
(Air Min. 212240Z.) See Lion Copy.

Amphibious 
forces for 
Pacific 
Theatre.

C.O.S. (W) 1087. 1. We have discussed with
C.C.O. question of liaison with American Combined 
Operations and Combined Training in Pacific Theati 
In view of probable use of British Amphibious 
Forces in Pacific and importance of obtaining full 
value from American experience in that theatre, 
we agree that C.C.O's liaison with America should 

.be strengthened and placed on a fully official basis.
2. Following are our proposals which would supersede all exist
ing Combined Operations liaison. 3. Seven officers experienced 

in Combined Operations, of which two would be Naval and two 
R.A.F. to be sent to America. All above would come under J.S.M. 
4. (Duties). 5. Would appreciate your view and American 
reaction to above proposals.
(Air Min. 212345Z to Britman, Washington.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Digest (12) Night Jan. IBltylQth Motor torpedo boats
serial No. sank 4 barges each carrying about forty well
1731 Jan.20th. equipped Japanese North AlexiJhafen. Majority

Japanese killed. (15) Evening Jan. 19th 4 U.S. 
Destroyers bombarded enemy positions N.E.Bougain
ville. (16) Night Jan.18th/19th single landing 

craft gunboat bombarded Aitara Mission S.W.coast Bougainville. 
Following night Motor Torpedo boats shelled enemy positions ' 
Empress Augusta Bay.
(G.H.Q. S.W. P. A. 210912Z.)
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C p v  V, V ' S> * h i

» 1

' J / i  * v
W  ' V

. M E S S A G E . . .  , ' '.'/ IN :

212143Z/January . . . . . .

From 3.A.D. Date 22.1.44,
Reed. 0534.

________________________P/L 3Y T A ._______________________________

Addressed Admiralty.

Cominoh in replying to my le tte r  based on Admiralty 
Message 280124/November and 161907/ December stated that 
the errors reported in the la tte r signal were the result 
of fa ilu res to carry out communication instructions. He 
went on to say "Having regard to ACT, E0I, and innumerable 
other publications having to do with escorting which when 
combined result in a complex problem, I  am not too 
sanguine that this simple exchange or dispatches between 
the’ Admiralty and ourselves w ill solve the problems at 
once. Should there be other matters requiring explanation 
I  am prepared to make available appropriate o ificers  from 
my s ta ff and from the s ta ff of 0. in 0. A tlantic F le e t ' 
fo r conversations here in Washington with o ffice rs  to  be 
designated by y o u " .

8 . ; Thinking this might open the door fo r adoption o f 
combined instructions fo r  war in the East, conversations 
have taken place between Chief of S ta ff 10th F leet and my 
Chief of S ta ff. ■

3. Chief of S taff 10th F leet agreed

A. That on the cessation of war in the Atlantic there
^would lik e ly  be more combined escort work in-the East than 
W there' -hitherto has been in the Atlantic. ’

B. The d es irab ility  of having a common book of oonvoy
instructions, . ,
C. A Common book could only be produced by a high powered/

•  combined committee with representatives of C. in C. Pac ific  
and south Pac ific  and Navy Department with representatives 
of Admiralty, C, in C. Eastern F leet and possibly C. in C. 
Mediterranean and Western Approaches.
D. That the question of •ommunications^iould not be the 
’t a i l  that wags the dog".

4. Chief of S ta ff 10th F leet prefers ECIS because they do 
not go into such deta il and are not subject to so many 
amendments but he realised they would require considerably 
alterations to meet our requirements.

5



V,
ret

5. As a result of this Admiral King writes as follows:-  
;II am informed that your Chief of Staff proposed to the 
Chiefs of Staff tenth Fleet, in a recent conversation* 
the possibility of our two Navies using common escort1 
of convoy instructions and that one of the results of 
this conversation was the thought that since our escort 
of convoy instruction book (ECI) is applicable to the 
entire U.3. Navy in view of prospective opera'tions in 
the Pacific and in areas other than , the Atlantic, the 
British Navy might be agreeable, with suitable amendments 
and additions, to the adoption of ■our publication.
•'If you are favourably disposed to an examination of 
this proposition, may I suggest that the matter be taken 
up with the Admiralty on an exploratory basis.

212143Z
1st Lord
1st 8».L. (2) 
D.F.C.L. - 
5th i.j.jj*

/  N/T File.

or

. I. : .

■ -i\Tav. dec.
1 ;j3.o.n.a .b.

V.C.N.C.
...ArG.N.-C. (H) -

A. O.N.i). (F)
A. C.N.J. ( a ) ( 2 )

. A.C.N.J.(U.T. )(2)
3ec. '- ?-’

! . N.a. 1st
; U ■■ :

Plot
D. Map R o o t  
0.I.C.C2)

...........M.( 2) ..... ■
C.O.L.S.Ia) 
Ad. Blake.

• i 1

o c s . m  ;a ’-- -■ -■tv Of "Pi(2J J ,
u'D.a.Vf.K
•■' D.U'iU.B;' for action 
: B.N.A.O.*.

■ -.LitD.T.S.3.- ■. : . ,

■ = - . - V  i..; ’; / v.-,f r' ; j .

‘A-> f . i ~a".j ; • ■

. • . . . .  , t " V

• • •*. •. . ’ ■ 1 •• ' • • . •« . -

:■■ > * < s -y -v  a j ;• v
, 4.  - . . *• * -
- * '• ' » .  «, ■ ■ . >•. v . ... . ■ 

• • '• *

? C. • ;:v. -yS,' • .

., ; y  fit. . -vf:
< • • - . /i*. •• . • . i

•' > j . ..... , . i . . . • . •

• *■* " * *' ■
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Reference 0 .0 ,3 .  (w) .1000

We understand that question o f  Argentine re la t io n s  is  
bein g  re ferred  to  Combined C hiefs o f  S ta ff  (3?.0. Telegram 

.. Ho. 1398 from Washington r e fe r s ) .

3, Papers re fe rred  to in f i r s t  paragraph o f  C.O.S. (w) 
1080 are being forwarded by bag leav in g  ton igh t. In 
case they should be held up en r o u te ,' fo llow in g  are 
conclusions o f  these two rep orts ji. • ' " ., .t

( i )  Report by P.A.O ’ s Committee

" (h )  In the event o f  an Immediate cessation  o f  
supplies from the A rgentine, m ilita ry  
operations could  ce rta in ly  - n o t ' be continued 
on the sca le  planned fo r  th is  year except 
by means o f  a severe curtailm ent o f  the 
meat ra tion s o f  the United Kingdom c iv i l ia n  
population . Sven so we havd grafre doubts 
whether meat supplies to the S erv ices in 
the Mediterranean area could be maintained.

(b ) The severe reduction in  the lea th er /supply 
would begin to  have a very serious 'e f fe c t  
on m ilita ry  operational capacity  towards the 
end o f  194-4. . ,

(o ) The lo s s  o f  400,000 tons o f  wheat would have 
a seriou s e f f e c t  on the implementation o f  the 
plans fo r  Rankin Case c and would appear to 
us se r iou s ly  to p re ju d ice  the eventual feed ing  
o f  l ib e ra te d  t e r r i t o r ie s .

(d) The shortages c f  lin seed  would undoubtedly 
have repercussions on the maintenance o f  
m ateria l and the p rov is ion  o f  e sse n tia l 
cam ouflage."

( i t )  Report by the Join t Planning S t a f f .

"3y contrast with the seriou s resu lts  o f  a 
cessa tion  o f  supplies from the- Argentine the 
s tra te g ic  im p lica tion s are com paratively l ig h t .  
At the same time we should be presented with

M03T SECRET MESSAGE
212240Z January.

OUT

To BRITMAb Date 21 .1 .44

CYPHER

Prom A ir  M inistry 

COS (V/) 1088 2 1 s t ,Janaary 1944 OS 366

/  troublesome



. i 'j  i l ' - V 'd '/ ' .**?>•

troublesome inconveniences, and possibly with 
some extra commitments, at a moment when 
there should be no unnecessary impediment to 
our making the maximum possible effort for the 
early defeat of Germany,"

3,- Please'pass above to H.M, Ambassador,
4, If bags are unduly held up and.you require further 
briefing, we will telegraph summary of papers.

212240Z
Received in War Reg. 220458,
Circulation.
Bri gadi er-. Jacob,
Foreign Secretary,
V/ar Registry; Admiralty,
0,6 Telegrams,-V/ar Office, .
A. i-I, G» 3, Cc ) ,

1st Lord,
1st »3, L, (2) , 

4th 3,L.
V, G . Li » 3,

A. O.iJ, 3, (II). 
A.C.H.3. (P), 
P.A.S, (3) . 
l . of v, ;••• 
D.o.jj. (H)(4). 
13.0.1). (F)(2), 
13.C.
L.IuI. (4),
13. of P, ( 2) . 
Hd* of M, (2), 
VM> — —— -
I.P,(2),
Adi, Blake,
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340
21. 1.1944. 
Friday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Reported.
For 24 hours to 0900Z/21st January. Para. A.
(l) Hudson A/C T reported periscope only at 1215/2C 
in 35° 52' N. 06° 35' W.
(D.D.I.C. 211112A.)
U/B. Fstimates.
(D.D.I.C. 211430A, 211435A.)

\
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War Diary.

Operation
F.W.

Escort 
Carrier 
Groups.

Sheerness 
Bombed.

STRATHELLA 
lost.

'  341
22.1.1944.
Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. Convoy J . .  56A was estimated to be about 160 
miles North of Seidisfiord at 0800 to-day, steering 
for position "G".

Convoy J.W.563, consisting of 16 M/V's escorted 
by ONYX, HYDRA, WRESTLER and HONEYSUCKLE of the 
Local Escort and by WESTCOTT, CYGNET, WHITEHALL, 
RHODODENDRON, OXLIP and SEAGULL of the Through 
Escort, left Loch Ewe at 1430 to-day for North 
Russia. Capt. D.3 in MILNE (S.O.of the 
Destroyer Escort) left Loch Ewe for Se'disfiord 
at 1005A; and at 1738 the six other Destroyers of 
the Destroyer Escort left Scapa for Seidisfiord 
where they expect to join him at 241000A.

2. Ten Escort Carriers were to-day allocated 
permanently, and three more temporarily, to 
C. in (7. v.'.A. for trade-protection. C- in C. W.A. 
intends to employ them in Groups of two, adding 
a third Fighter Carrier to any Group if required, 
either to support Convoys or to sail independently 
with Support Groups. These Carrier Groups may 
be detached from Convoys to operate with Support 
Groups against U-Boat concentrations; but it"is 
not intended to use them where heavy air-attacks 
may develop against them.

3. At 0600 to-day about forty incendiary bombs 
were dropped by Enemy a /C in Sheerness Dockyard. 
Thirty of them failed to ignite, and the damage 
caused by the remaining ten was negligible.

4. The A/S Trawler STRATHELLA lost touch with 
Convoy U.R.105 S.Z. of Iceland in heavy weather 
during the night 12th/13th January and is now 
presumed lost.

f*- Xo'*-, 7,

Owing to sickness among the Staff, S ituation 
Reports for Foreign Stations for this date 
are incomplete or missing.

I
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22 .1 .191 *4
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Policy
Escort
Carriers 
for W.A. 
Command.

The following Escort Carriers are allocated to 
Western Aporoach.es Command:
ACTIVITY, NAIRANA, VINDEX, BITER, FENCER, 
STRIKER, SLINGER, AMEER, CHASER, ATHELING.
2. The following Escort Carriers are lent 
temporarily to Western Approaches Command: 
TRACKER, SEARCHER - Fighter, PURSUER - Fighter. 
Their present equipment of aircraft is to be 
retained.
(V.C.N.S., 221330A to C. in C.W.A.).

S.H.A.E.F. (Supreme H.Q. Allied Expeditionary 
Force).
(D.Sig. Officer, S.H.Q.A.E.F.,222135 to D.S.O. 
Admty.).

Operations.

(2) TELEMACHUS at 1900A/24th through 064 degs. 52’ 002 degs. 01' 
thence by route "Grey" proceed diving by day when North of 062 
degs.
(3) SPIRIT is to remain eastward of route "Pink" from 0100A to 
2300A on 25th January.
(Capt.(S) 9, 221001A to S/M’s.).

Positions of submarines at 0800/23rd and movements for the 
following 24 hours.
(A) TELEMACHUS, VENTURER, STUBBORN, SEANYMPH as in my
191812.
(B) SPIRIT as in my 201621.
(C) 0.15 off Stadlandet.
(F) UNSEEN crosses 43 degs. N. in 12 degs. 54' W. at 1030/23rd, 
dived by day, course north, 120 miles per day.

(F.0.S.,221731A to Admty.).
Negative patrol. Returning Lerwick by reverse route. 

Request bombing restrictions. After Hydroplane gear defective, 
probably same reason as previous occasion. Position 061 degs. 
50', 002 degs. 00’ E.

(0.15, 222225A to Capt.(S) 9,).

Operation Sailed D.3 in MILNE. E.T.A. destination 1000/24thJ
F.W. (N.O.I.C. Aultbea, 221005A to V.A.2.).
Convoy J.W. Onward route for J.W.56A from position G. Through
56B sailed. N, thence by reverse of route "Blue" to position

S.H.A.E.F. Name of H.Q. Supreme Command now changed to

S/M
patrols

Submarines are to leave patrol for Lerwick as 
follows:-
(1) VENTURER as convenient so as to pass 
through 061 degs. 26' 003 degs. 00* at 1700A/24th 
thence on the surface at C.Os. discretion 
through 090 degs. Muckle Flugga 20.

route by B.A.M.S. message accordingly. 
(V.A.2, 221352A to Admty.,Escorts J.W.56A).

/Intend...
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343
22.1.19U2+.Saturday,

Operations.
Operation
P.W.
Convoy J.W. 
56B sailed. 
(Contd.).

Intend to sail BORAGE to Londonderry p.m. 22nd 
routed East Iceland and through 062 degs. 01' N. 
015 degs. 01’ W.,thence west of Hebrides. E.T.A. 
p.m. 25th.
(C.S.1, 221i+35A to Cdre. D.W.A.).
Intend proceeding with Force One at l600A/23rd, 
returning to Akureyri about 28th. Request
RAPIDOL may remain until my return.

(2) Have requested R.N.O. Akureyri to sail JOSEPH N. NICOLLET 
in suitable weather in accordance with para. 2. of my 211632A. 
(C.S.1, 2212+2+OA to A.C.I.C.)*

J.W.56B. 17 M/V's. Names.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 221550A to C. in C.W.A.).
J.W.56B. (A) lL30/22nd. (B) WESTCOTT, CYGNET, WHITE

HALL, RHODODENDRON, OXLIP, WRESTLER, HONEYSUCKLE, ONYX, 
HYDRA, SEAGULL. (C) 16.

(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 221706A).
J.W.56B. My 221550. HENRY LOMB (U.S.) returned with

engine trouble.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 22171UA to C. in C.W.A.).
Sailed MUSKETEER, MAHRATTA, MATCHLESS, OPPORTUNE, HURON, 

SCOURGE to Seidisfiord. E.T.A. 1000A/2Lth.
(R.A.D.H.F., 221736 to A.C.I.C.).
Your 212110 para.1. R.A.56A 23 ships. R.A.56B 18 or 19 

ships, inclusive of tankers ex J.W.56A.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 222006a to Admty.).
Akureyri departure at 2030A/22nd January for Londonderry, 

BORAGE.
(A.C.I.C. 22202+6A to Cdre. D.W.A.).
From position G proceed through N, M, K and L.
(D.O.D.(H), 222137Z to B.A.M.S., Stragglers of J.W.56A).

Operation Admiralty 192302A.
•'Overlord" Mooring commitments completed except as in (4)

below and arrangements made for Sheerness to lay 
these on receipt.
(F.O.I.C. Harwich, 221152A to Admty.).

A/S search Sailed SCARBOROUGH, MAGPIE, SCIMITAR to comply 
by E.G.15. with your 211603A.

(Cdre.(D) W.A. 221156a to C. in C.W.A.).
Return to base.
(C. in C.W.A.,221315 A to SCARBOROUGH, MAGPIE, 
SCIMITAR). T

SALADIN arrived 12+20. WREN, BERKELEY CASTLE, PORCHESTER 
CASTLE, ACANTHUS arrived. ^

(Cdre. D.W.A., 22124I1.OA to C. in C.W.A.).
My 221158A. Arrived.
(Cdre.D.W.A.,221550A to C. in C.W.A.).
1. Sail at 1300A tomorrow and carry out search as in 

my 171 251 A.
2. On completion of search as in para.(8) return to base.
(C. in C.W.A.,221713A to E.G.15).

/Coastal...
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\Operations - Contd.
Coastal (C. in 0. Portsmouth, 221317A).
Force
patrols.

B.Y.M.S. My 211600A. B.Y.M.S.2069 arrived.
2069. (F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 221820A to S.B.N.O. Azores).

Enemy Air Activity
ISER Skipper of trawler ISER reports when fishing 25
attacked. miles S. hy W. of Fastnet at 1015A on January 19th

being attacked by aircraft painted white. No 
damage, no casualties.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 221051A to Admty.).

Sheemess C.A.F.O. 587. Para.4 . (a ). 0600/22nd January,
attacked. Clear weather, overcast sky, strong westerly

wind.
(B) Considerable number of enemy aircraft 
crossed dockyard singly. One stiCK incendiary 

bombs fell across N.W. part of yard. Flares dropped. No moon.
(C) (ii) about 40, of which 30 failed to ignite.
(D) Nil (E) (i) Negligible, (ii) Nil.
(Cdre. Sheerness, 221218A to Admty.).

Mining.
Your 2119O6A.
(1) Mile of area to eastwards of Easterly Edge 
Q.Z.S.401 searched in G formation with negative 
result.
(M/S 15> 221501A to C. in C. Nore).

Casualties and Defects.
Report what action has been taken to SAMUEL 
DEXTER.
(C. in C.W.A.,220151A to C.4.).
Your 212335- Most unlikely.
(D.D.I.C.,220425A to WARWICK).

My 212335- Tugs ASSIDUOUS and SAPPER report they are in 
company with SAMUEL DEXTER. Further leak(s) in oil tank forced 
me to abandon search at 1100Z. Wind force 7 increasing. Add to 
my 211631Z (not to Admiralty). There are 3 oil fuel tanks port 
and starboard leaking to sea. My P.C.S. 055 degs. 16* N. 022 
degs. 28' W., O85 degs. 13- VOLUNTEER in company.

(WARWICK, 221201Z to C. in C.W.A.).
Your 220151A. Am escorting SAMUEL DEXTER to Clyde, rescue 

tug ASSIDUOUS in company. My P.C.S. at 1200Z/22nd, 054 degs.
55’ N. 019 degs. 55’ W. C87 degs. 8 knots. SAMUEL DEXTER has 

3 bad cracks across deck from waterline to waterline. Tug has 
some heavy weather damage to boats and deck.

(SAPPER, 221300Z to C. in C.W.A.).

Q.Z.S.401

SAMUEL
DEXTER.

/Your...
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Casualties and Defects.
SAMUEL Your 1300Z/22nd. Alter forthwith for (Y) 053

DEXTER. degs. N. 017 degs. W. (z) 180 degs. Fastnet
(Conta.). Rock 10 miles, thence QZL 58*

(C. in C.W.A, 221720A to SAPPER).

AVOLA AVOLA has fouled propeller vicinity 41 buoy
now in tow of (?Z) AREBA. Ascertain if further 
assistance required before returning to harbour. 
(C. in C. Nore, 220920 to SUPERMAN).

LANCASTER Your 181545 and 201450.
LANCASTER can be taken in hand for defects at 
Leith on 27th January.
2. Request she may be sailed accordingly. 
(D.O.D.(H), 22131OA to F.O.I.C. Harwich).

I
EMPIRE P.C.S. 050 degs. 58’ N. 022 degs. 58’ W.,090

TREASURE. degs. 7 knots. Do you require information re 
damage to EMPIRE TREASURE.
(GIFFARD, 221400Z to C. in C.W.A.).
Your 22140Z?. Yes. Report this information on 

next occasion of breaking or when East of W/T silence 013 degs. 
W.
(2) My 201041A. Report every 24 hours is no longer required.
(C. in C.W.A., 221956A to GIFFARD).

STRATHELLA As R.A.F. aircraft in transit to U.K. have seen
lost. nothing of STRATHELLA and as no further news of he

has been received since she lost touch with convoy 
U.R.105 in very heavy weather during night 12/13 
January, it must now be presumed she has been

lost.
(2) STRATHELLA had limited endurance and is understood to have 
been fitted with Marconi type 517/8 W/T only 
(A.C.I.C. 222056A to Admty.).

0.15 Defects on patrol.
(0.15,222225A).See Operations.

Shipping and Convoys.
H.X.277 Your 212207.

As escort of H.X.277 is much depleted I should 
like RENONCULES to sail with this convoy.
(C. in C.W.A., 221107Z to B.A.D.).

Request you take necessary action on F.A. 221109. (7221107 
intended).

(C. in C.C.N.A. 221410Z to F.O.N.F.).

0.N.221 Your 201117A. HEATHER (S.O.), CLEMATIS detailed.
(S.O. Group, 221109A to C. in C.W.A.).

/Independent...
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Independent Measures to expedite from Feb.1st.
Shipping. (D.T.D., 221215A).

See Foreign Stations (General).

O.N.222 GLENARM, WANDERER, WATCHMAN, PO^CHESTER
CASTLE, CARISBROOKE CASTLE, BERKELEY CASTLE are 
required to sail Feb. 1st to overtake O.N.222.
(2) CARISBROOKE CASTLE, BERKELEY CASTLE will 

form part of B one group for period of this duty.
(C. in C.W.A.,221909A to Cdre. D.W.A.).

Escort Group C.U's 221522Z. Alter course forthwit 
for (A) 053 degs. N. 017 degs. W. (B) 180 degs. 
Fastnet Rock 10 miles, thence QZL 58.
(C. in C.V/.A., 221 928A to AMHERST).

In view of weather to be expected during this 
time of year, intend to implement following 
policy regarding initial employment of Escort 
Carriers.
1. Carriers to be grouped in pairs, one for day 
work the other for night work, one carrier of 

principal pair to be fitted for fuelling escorts. If extra 
fighter force is required a fighter carrier may be added to pair.
2. Carrier groups either to support convoys which are routed 
sufficiently far South to give a reasonable proportion of 
flying time or alternatively sailed independently with a support 
group or with their own screen when available.
3. Carrier groups to be detached from convoys for operation with 
support groups against concentrations of U-boats when and where 
suitable opportunity offers.
I*. It is not intended to operate carriers in areas where heavy 
scale of air attack may develop against them.
(C. in C.W.A., 222031A to Admty.).

My 222013A. Following programme is intended. Details.
(C. in C.W.A.,222015A to Admty.).

0 .N .220.

Escort
Carrier
Groups.
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General.

Independent
Shipping.

C.A.M.S.I. 203. Following measures to expedite 
independent shipping are to come into force on 
1st February, 1944. (a) Diverting Authorities
to request issue by Admiralty of B.A.M.S. messages 
suspending zig-zagging in waters under their 
control that are not considered to be threatened, 

(b) When necessary to resume zig-zagging in any such area Divert
ing Authorities to inform individual ships immediately concerned 
by direct message and to request issue by Admiralty of any re
quited B.A.M.S. message ordering a general resumption in area.
2. The basic areas for this control to be those of B.A.M.S. 
organisation (C.A.M.3.1. 1/44). These may be sub-divided as 
necessary to localise zig-zagging instructions but unless mess
ages are so amplified they are to be taken as affecting all 
waters in the B.A.M.3. area concerned in which zig-zagging is 
prescribed by C.A.M.S.Is. Adjacent areas and British Naval 
Authorities affected will be included in address of above B.A.M.S. 
messages from Admiralty. 3. Com. Tenth Fleet (C. & R.) will 
similarly control zig-zagging in U.S. areas. 4. Summaries of 
alterations made will be exchanged between Admiralty and Com.
Tenth Fleet (C. & R.) as requisite. 5. The working of this 
scheme should be explained to Masters as soon as possible.
6. Foregoing does not apply to Mediterranean where existing 
direct control of zig-zagging by C. in C. will continue.
(D.T.D. Approved by A.C.N.S. (U.T.) 221215A to C. in C. etc.)

North Atlantic.
NICOLINE Danish SS. NICOLINE MAERSK aground on Sandbanks
MAERSK. near San Carlos de la Repita as result of operat

ions Dec.25th is said to be unsalveable. If N.E. 
wind should come up she will be probable total 
loss. Meantime salvage ship gear and oil is 

proceeding to help of crew of 38. All Germans numbering 13 
except wireless operator are at San Carlos de la Repita latter 
together with 4 Senegalese, 1 Hungarian and 14 French are closely 
guarded at Hotel in Tarragona. 2 French are reported to have

(B?n !a ?-Madrid 221106 to Admty.) A*-

L.S.T.228
aground.

American L.3.T.228 parted her anchor cable and 
went ashore on rocky beach near Angra. All hope 
of refloating her abandoned. Every endeavour bein| 
made to salve cargo consisting of N. T. Weather 
conditions at present very favourable.
(3.T.0.i/c. Azores 221301Z to D.S.T.)

T.G.21.16. Continue operations against S/Ms. Cominch 
212055 until relieved by Task Group 21.13 on 24 
January. Arrival Hampton Roads my 172057 
modified accordingly.
(Cinclant 221427 to C.T.G.21.16.)
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MESSAGE.
From  ,T< \# iiadrid.

m  IffSQ) BY GABLE.

IN221207 A/Jrn. ir" 
Received :

Date 23/1/44. 
Time ( £ 1 8 .

- REG EOULATICT!.
WARNING: This Is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher oh confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services. . . . . . . .
[♦NOTE: Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad ("O .T. P /  ) are excepted hom tins rule.{

Addressed Admiralty.

Spanish Authorities have notified Embassy that their fishing fleet.intends 
to onerate commencing last fortnight in 
Feb/or 1st fortnight March in an area between 51 degs 00 North .11 oegs 0049 degs 00’ North 8 degs Qp» West.The outward and inward passages will be made 15 miles to west of 12 degs 00’ west, 
is this measure concurred.

221207a.
Advance Copy. Ops. D. .̂ .

0. 1 . 0 .

Note: Passed to F.Q.S.H.Qf0.G., C. in C.V'.A 0. in G.Plymouth.
V.C.N.S. 
A.C.N.S.
A.G.N.G. (U .T .) 
U/7.R. .D.Map Room. Gapt.Pim.Ops. (2). plot.
0.3. (5)0.1,0. 3)
D.N.I. 5} D.T.D. 2} .
D.T.D. (0) 
C.G.L.S.

M.(2) for action. 
D.E.A.D. (3)
A.L. 0. a A <D.----- i------ ------



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

343
22.1.1944.
Saturday,

FOREIGN STATIONS,

North Atlantic - Contd.
Your 191113B Jan. Spanish MAR NEGRO thoroughly 
searched. Nothing found. 3. Atmosphere in 
ship unsatisfactory. Chief Officer admitted 
being pro-German and had skilfully constructed 
hiding places in cabin. 4. Convinced Greaser 
concerned in Diamond Smuggling Racket.
5. Strongly recommend 3 and 4 be prohibited from 

making Ocean Voyages. 6. Ship released.
(C.C.S.O. Gib. 221709A to Admty.)

MAR
NEGRO
(Spanish)
intercepted.

K.M.F. 28. Para.2 of your 210947Z. It will not be necessary 
to detach BAZELY as HAYDOIT will join convoy from 
Gibraltar and BURGES and HAYDON will escort 
CHAMPOLLION to rejoin convoy.
2. DELHI will join as convoy passes Europa Point 
and act as A/A escort.
(F.O.G.M.A. 221829A to S.E.C., K.M.F.28 for 
Commodore.)

Spanish 
Shipping, 
protection in 
event of 
German attack.

Spanish Authorities are not yet finally convinced 
that Germans are beaten and therefore are still 
afraid of them and specially of a blockade by 

Germans resultant upon drastic curtailment of 
German activities in Spaih. Ambassador has asked 
Consul General what protection we could offer 
Spanish shipping in unlikely event of German 
retaliation taking form of sinking Spanish ships. 

Ambassador really requires a brief to meet any question on this 
count which may arise at his forthcoming meeting with Franco. 
Request whether in case of German attack on Spanish ships we 
should (a) take Spanish Transatlantic traffic (mostly to Argentine,, 
in Allied convoys and (b) compensate lost carrying capacity due 
to increased time of voyage by assistance with extra shipping. 
Should appreciate very early guidance on this subject.
(B.N.A. Madrid, 222001A to D.N.I.)

U/B.
attacked by 
B.Y.M.S.

S/M. sighted position 27.56 W. ?39.34 N. depth 
charge attack carried out evidence indicates S/M 
damaged or sunk at 2030Z. Abandoning search. 
Suggest you carry out further search of area.
(?B.Y.M.S.2234 222135Z to Senior Naval Officer.) 
W.R*Note. Passed to S.B.N.O. Azores, 0. in C.W., 
C. in C. Plymouth, F.O.G.M.A. and H.Q.C.C.

South Atlantic.

Cruiser Intend to sail MONTCALM 1130Z/24th Jan. and AOSTA
Patrols. 1900Z/24th Jan. to assume lines G.H. and S.F.

respectively at 0700Z/26th Jan. MONTCALM leaves 
patrol from G. at dusk 31st Jan. for Dakar, will 
be relieved by ABRUZZI. AOSTA leaves patrol from 

E dusk 29th Jan. Request you will sail French cruiser from Group
B.to assume patrol E.F. daylight 30th Jan, _(F.O.C.7.A. 221553Z to Comar, Dakar.) Positions amended,see 23L648Z
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Mediterranean.
Outline of Operation "Shingle1*.
(Appendix to M.R. 1618 (25.1.1944).)
1. Object. An amphibious assault to cut the com
munications of the enemy now opposing the 5th and 
8th Armies. D. day 22nd Jan. H-hour 0200.
2* Military Forces Engaged. First British Divi
sion. Third U.3.Division. U. 3.Ranger Group.

3. Naval Commanders. Rear Admiral F.J.Lowry, U.8.N. - title Nav 
Commander Amphibious Task Force - with Flag in U.3.3. BISCAYNE, 
is in charge of the operation and also commands Force X.
Rear Admiral T.H.Troubridge, R.N. - Senior Officer Force P. - 
with Flag in BULOLO is subordinate Task Group Commander.
4. Time Operation. The assault force sailed in five groups, the 
first leaving Salerno at 1700 on the 20th and the last leaving 
Naples at 1200 on the 21st.
Forces concentrated about 1700 on the 21st 30uth west of Anzio, 
then proceeded after dark on a ten mile front on a course 035°. 
There were three separate assaults
A. Force P. - BULOLO, 3 L*3.I.(L) and U.3. and British landing 
craft with the First British Division to assault six miles north 
of Anzio.
B. Force X. - U.3.3. BISCAYNE, 2 L.S.I.(L), U.S. and British 
landing craft with the Third U.S-Division to assault 4 miles east 
of Anzio.
C. Ranger Group in one L.S.I.(L) with 2 L.3.I*(M)s» to land at 
Anzio.
5. Gun Support. Gun support was to be provided as follows:- 
Force P» ORION (Flag C.3.15 - R-A.Mansfield.) SPARTAN.
Force X- U.3.3. BROOKLYN, PENELOPE.
Additional gun support as required, was to be provided by BLORES 
and 80EMBA, one L-C-G., U.S. and British destroyers.
6. Diversionary Operation. A demonstration was arranged to 
take place at H. hour off Civitavecchia including a bombardment 
byHD0, French Ship LE FANTA3QUE and INGLEFIELD with a dummy 
landing by coastal forces.

22.1.1944.
Saturday.
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Mediterranean.
Landing in Anzio Area - (Operation "Shingle".)
Naples. 3.0.Force P reported landing P.Sector, 
successful 0246. No opposition on beach but 
beach heavily mined. Bulk of Infantry through 
and exits now open. Beaches soft and pontoons 
necessary. Ranger landing at Anzio going to plan. 
2. Fifth Army reports X*Sector landing obtained 

surprise and successful. No ground opposition but shelling has 
started.
3. My 201739 refers.
(C* in G.Med. (Algiers) 220610 to Admty.)

Landings, 
P. Sector, 
K. Sector.

41
? “ I
(ovojzZ, I

0 4 0

Situation "Shingle" situation as follows.
Reports. All landings comparatively unopposed but some

fighting Anzio area later.
2. Beaches ?P. Sector bad requiring pontoons even 
for L.G.Ts. Delay also by some shelling from 

unlocated mobile guns. Majority of two brigades complete with 
supporting arms ashore by 1800/22. Third Brigade sent to ?X. 
anchorage in hope of easier landing at Anzio which was in our 
hands by 1400.
3. No news from naval sources X.Sector. Progress assumed to be 
satisfactory but slow since no L.S.Ts* have yet been reported re
turning empty.
4. Army reports indicate both assaulting divisions have reached 
objective areas and are pressing on.
5. All L.S.I.(L) have now returned to Naples.
6. PALOMARES, mined in P.Sector, is returning in tow to Naples.
7. Operation "Lurcher" evidently kept enemy interested until 
after daylight 22nd.
8. DIDO, FANTASQUE, ana 2 destroyers are keeping coast road For- 
mia to Terracina inclusive under fire since 1600/22 until further 
notice. Object to check northbound flow of enemy reinforcement 
to "Shingle" area.
9. Enemy air activity on minor scale. A few fighter bombers only
10. To sum up. Slow rate of discharge owing to bad beaches may 
produce an awkward situation if enemy is able to react strongly 
and rapidly but all steps being taken to delay enemy. Ample 
ships’ gun support available.
11. V/eather prospects favourable for next 36 hours.
(G» in C.Mea. Naples, 222152 to Admty.)

Gositintrep No. 194 part 2*
1. Landing operations in ?Anzio area carried out during early 
hours of 22 Jan. by combined British and U.3.forces to synchroni 
with offensive on Fifth Army front. Initial landings successful 
and follow up and return convoys have sailed. Fire support was 
provided by cruisers, gunboats and destroyers.
2* U.S. Rangers reported to have landed at ?Anzio according to 
plan.
3. Diversionary bombardment by cruisers and destroyers and dummy 
landing by coastal forces staged at (?Civitavecchia) simul
taneously with landing operations.

(C. in C.Med. 222212A to Cositintrep.)

/Situation..
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Mediterranean.
Landing in Anzio Area (Operation "Shingle11) 
Situation report No. 278.
1. Operation "Shingle". Amphibious landing 
operations commenced at 0246/22nd Jan. on beaches 
North and East of Anzio (041° 27' N. 012° 37' E.) 
Landing was synchronized with offensive on 5th 
Army front. First landings reported successfully 

completed by 0500 and beaches secured after very slight opposi
tion. Rangers reported as landing according to plan at Anzio. 
First returning convoys and following up convoys have sailed. 
Fire support for Army provided by ORION, SPARTaN, PENELOPE and 
U.S.Cruiser BROOKLYN, gunboats and British and U.3.Destroyers.
2. DIDO, LE FANTASQUE and INGLEFIELD were to carry out diver
sionary bombardment and coastal force made dummy landing in 
Civitavecchia area simultaneously with landing operations.
5. Very little information yet available on all above operations. 
(C. in C.Med. 222217A to F.O.L.E.M. F.O.T.A.L.I. etc.)

Medcos No. 7.
1. Early reports indicate that "Shingle" convoys reached landing 
area unmolested and effected complete surprise. Offshore bar 
causing great difficulty in unloading landing craft necessitating 
use of pontoons even for L.C.Ts. Daylight may disclose passages. 
Effort will be made use Port of Anzio shortly. Some mines en
countered beaches which held up Dukws (sic) but by 220445 bulk 
of infantry had passed through and beach roads were being cleared 
At last report both assault divisions were reported approaching 
initial objectives same 4 miles inland, meeting no resistance.
2* L.S.I.(L)s. reported completed unloading at 0445 and returning 
Naples.
3. Fierce resistance on land front of Fifth Army where enemy 
appears to have thrown in bulk of general reserves leaving only 
weak forces in Rome area. The French Corps is scheduled to 
attack westward along Atina (Atita?) road today. Second Corps 
has bridgehead of 4 Bns. of 36th Div. across Rapido but strongly 
opposed. No change is reported on front of 46 Div. but 56th 
and 5th Army have beaten off several counter att cks. Latest 
reports on this front indicate probability of counter attack in 
strength.
4. Naval ana air forces are being employed all out to cover 
landing, most communications along three lines between the front 
and the Pisa - Rimini line, and to interdict roads day and 
night between battles area ana landing area.
5. '.Ye at her fine with favourable forecast for next 24 hours when 
it may deteriorate.

(Fairbanks, from Wilson No T.0.0. to Chiefs of Staff.)
Air Cositintrep No. 197* Med. Allied Air Force.

Day 22nd January. Continuous air protection given to invasion 
convoys and landings in Anzio Area, totalling 135 sorties over 
shipping, 465 over bridgehead. 6 escorted enemy fighter bomber 
missions intercepted, 7 F« .190s and 2 Me. 109s destroyed, 1 Me. 
109 probably destroyed, 4 F.W.190 and 2 Me.1093 damaged. 3 own 
aircraft lo3 t. Bomber effort was directed towards isolating 
battle area* 23 Kittyhawks attacked shipping destroying one 
1,500 ton M/V and heavily damaging another. 4 direct hits scored on an (?armed) M/V which was later seen aground.

(Air C. in C.Med. No T.0.0/22.)

Situation 
Reports. 
(Contd.)
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»
M editerranean.

G en era l.

Naples Minimise t r a f f i c  Naples and A lg i e r s .
T r a f f i c .  (C. in  C.Med. 220142 to Med. S ta t io n s  473B, Admty.)

A ir  r e p o r t s .  D a i ly  Opsum 269. 21 st  Jan. 3 a n t i - s h ip p in g  
R/C Aegean by t o t a l  4 bomber B e a u f ig h te r s , 4 
B a ltim ores  ( A . 3 0 ) , 4  B e a u fig h te rs  bombed ca iq u es  
in  P o r t  Leraka on East Coast G reece . 1 ca ique 

130 tons s e t  on f i r e *  1 ca iq u e  80 tons l e f t  s in k in g .  1 ca iq u e  
100 to n s .  1 o f  60 tons 2 o f  50 to n s ,  1 o f  30 tons a l l  damaged by 
near m isses and s e t ?  on f i r e .  1 A .a . p o s i t i o n  s i l e n c e d .  2 B a l t i 
mores ( A . 30) bombed 1 ca iq u e  60 tons in  harbour on N isyros  Is la n d . 
No h i t s .
(H .Q .R .A .F .M .E . 221013Z .)

, P t .  5 o f  my A .F . 360. 2 1 s t  Jan. 45 Kit.tyhawks, 15 U .3. 
Y/arhawks , 14 S p i t f i r e s ,  8 Macchi 205  Armed 3/C s h ip p in g  Yugo
s la v ia n  c o a s ta l  w a ters .  A ttacked  1 merchant v e s s e l  2000 tons 6 
s ch oon ers  a t  P lo c a /S p l i t /G r a a a c .  3 sch oon ers  s e t  on f i r e  (one 
blew u p ) .  2 d i r e c t  h i t s  merchant v e s s e l .  F ire  s t a r t e d .  2 
d i r e c t  h i t s  s ch oon er . Remainder ba d ly  damaged by s t r a f f i n g .  

(H .Q .M .A .A .F. A d v . , 221648A. )
P art 6. My A .F . 360* Med. A l l i e d  C oasta l A ir  Force*

18th  Jan. (a d d . )  6 U .3 .M it c h e l ls  bombed merchant v e s s e l  o f f  
P orto  M aurizio  irom  3 ,000  f e e t .  H its co n ce n tra te d  on v e s s e l ,  
c la im ed  a e f i m t e l y  d e s t r o y e d .  6 U .3 . M it c h e l ls  bombed s t a t i o n a r y  
merchant v e s s e l  o f f  Leghorn. 4 s t r in g s  o f  bombs b u rst  a cro ss  
v e s s e l  am id sh ips• oh ip  l e f t  s in k in g .  6 U.3 . M it c h e l ls  bombed 3 
s ta t io n a r y  sm all c r a f t  between Leghorn and Piombino 1 v e s s e l  cap
s i z e d ,  1 damaged.
iiipth January (a d d .)  4 U .3 . S p i t f i r e s  bombed 2 F-Boats Savona, 
la its  on o.ecK3» 2 *o« S p i t f i r e s  bombed f a c t o r y  p la n t  sou th  e a s t
o f  3an V in cen zo . 4 bombs bu rst  in  c e n t r a l  area . 4 U .3 . S p i t f i r e s  
bombed F -B oats  lo a d in g  at 3an V in cen zo . 2 h i t s  am idships f o l 
lowed by d e b r i3 .  2 h i t s  on j e t t y .

(H .Q.M .A.A.F. A d v . ,  221945A. )
h n atn ^ n ff f - f ^ ^ t  6 U*3 . A ira cob ra s  stra ffe d  2Doato o f f  Elba Is la n d . 1 b oa t  l a t e r  found t o  be sunken L .3 .T .  
Other ooat believed tank la n d in g  c r a f t  l e f t  smokino i it s 
Airacobra damaged by machine g u S -f i r e from  aSSre. 2 U T S -sS it-  
_ires on oflensive R/C. , s t r a f f e d  and l e f t  smoking 2 tugs o f fope z 1 3 . *

(H .Q.M .A.A.F. A d v . ,  222137A .)

U .3 . T roop - Cominch 211935. P resen t l im it e d  r e s o u r ce s  a v a i -  
sh ip s  f o r  Oran l a b l e  ao n ot  perm it undertaking  th is  a d d it io n a l  
in s te a d  o f  commitment perm anently. These sh ip s  are e x p ected  
C asablanca . on average o f  one ev ery  e ig h t  or  n ine  days and i t  

was n ot  d e s ir e d  t o  make t h is  a d d it io n a l  c a l l  on 
the 13th  D.F. at a time when a l l  a re  r e o d ir e d  f o r  
A/S p a t r o l  o f  the  S t r a i t s .

2. In the p a r t i c u l a r  case  o f  U .3 .3 .  GENERAL ANDERSON, owing t o  
n e c e s s i ty  o f  troops in  t h is  s h ip  re-em barking  in  a convoy  due to  
lea ve  Oran 3rd Feb. arrangements have been made to e s c o r t  her 
d i r e c t  to  Oran.
(C» in  C.Med. 221124A t o  Admty.)

/ I t a l i a n . . .
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WAYLAND.
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*

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Gontd.

Unrest at Taranto. 
(F.O.T.A.L.I. 221227A.) 
See Lion Copy.

You are to carry out a bombardment of Kandeliusa 
lighthouse after leaving your patrol area on 24th 
Jan.
(Capt. 3.1 221256B to P.55 (UNSPARING), (R) 
F.O.L.E.M.)

It is now intended to retain WAYLAND in the 
Mediterranean until 15th April. A.M. 150011 refer 
(C. in C.Med. 222353A to C. in C.E.F. (S.E.A.C.) 
F.O.E.F.)
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repeated C ,in  0 ,M od ,(A lg iers ), Admiralty, A llie d  Control

IMPORTANT
There i s  raich: irresp on sib le  propaganda and lo o se  ta lk  by 

Communist and other anti-K ing p a rties  which i s  having e f fe c t  
on the large numbers o f  I ta lia n  seamen in  Taranto, We have 
l i t t l e  to keop them busy or amused. The forthcom ing p o l i t i c a l  
meeting at Bari on 28th January i s  causing considerable concern 
to  I ta lia n  Naval A u th orities , I ta lia n  Oor.mandor in  C h ief informs 
mo he has l i t t l e  fa ith  in  some o f  h is  Petty O ffic e rs  and that 
the morale o f  some o f  h is  younger o f f i c e r s  has n oticea b ly  
d eteriora ted  in past few months. He fea rs  mutiny in  the Navy 
as a re su lt  o f  the meeting on the 28th but has as yet no s o lid  
grounds f o r  th is  except the general atmosphere o f  unrest.
M in ister o f  Marine i s  more op tim istic  but considers trouble  
i s  l ik e ly  and Marshall Badoglio is  hold ing a cou n cil o f  M in isters 
on 24th January to  decide what measures are necessary. M inister 
o f  Marine a lso  mentioned general d e te r io ra tion  in  morale o f  
I ta lia n  Navy in the la s t  few months as the resu lt o f  incessant 
propaganda, I have a lso  had re p o r ts  o f  ta lk  by s cu tt lin g  or 
s a il in g  to neutral p orts  should the King be forced  to abdicate 
but I ta lia n  Naval A u th orities  do not consider th is  lik e ly ,.
I  am in vestiga tin g  what can bo done to  s a il  as many Ita lia n  
warships a3 p o s s ib le  from  Taranto so as to be away on a c tiv e  
employment between 26th -  31st January vhich i s  the cru c ia l 
p eriod , proposa ls  fo llow  to C ,in  C,Mediterranean,

I  fin d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to  b o liove  that i t  i s  necessary to  
permit such an explosive p o l i t i c a l  meeting at th is  Juncture 
e sp e c ia lly  as i t  must be e n t ire ly  irre sp o n s ib le . I f  i t  must 
bo hold  I consider a d e fin ite  o f f i c i a l  statement from tiro 
A llie d  Governments should now be made to remind the I ta lia n s  
that defeat o f  the enemy i3  tho f i r s t  consideration  and that 
the form -of Government w il l  not bo changed u n t il  enough o f  I ta ly  
has been lib e ra te d  to  enable a r e a lly  represen tative proportion  
o f  the people to decide  what i s  wanted.

221227A

• 1st .Lord 
1st S .L .(2 )

u, v; , r .
D* Map Rm,

L# F • G,L,
2nd 3,L , 

V,G,N,3. D.C.

Ad, Blake (4 ) 
I .P . (2 )
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East Indies.
Following is in amplification of S.4 181052.
First indication that KUMA Glass cruiser might he 
leaving Penang was A/C. at 0845 on 11th Jan. which 
came from North entrance and flew directly over 

TALLY HO. (2) After torpedoes hit enemy at 0915 
hydrophone effect stopped at once. TALLY HO 
increased depth to 80 feet and steered towards 
North entrance, that is towards the shore, as 
being most improbable action on her part. Conside 

first counter attack of 18 depth charges was made on firing 
position by running down torpedo tracks. No asdic transmissions 
guard and believe no contact made by destroyers. (3) At 1015 
TALLY HO, at periscope depth some 3 to 4 miles from enemy 
position when hit, could see no sign of cruise^ Since S/M. was 
between enemy and entrance to Penang, Sonsider cruiser must have 
been sighted if afloat, and'high explosive1*heard if she had 
proceeded after attack destroyers moving at high speed across 
stern of TALLY HO. Two or more A/C. patrolling. TALLY HO dived 
again. (4) At 11.30 returned to periscope depth. Destroyer 
had also disappeared. A/C. patrolling. (5) At 1300 TALLY HO 
came to periscope depth 7 miles from attack position, thick puffs 
of black smoke which continued until 1745. (6) Consider above
facts fully confirm sinking of cruiser coupled with light scale 
counter attack which suggests destroyer was picking up survivors. 
(C. in C.E.F. 220309Z to Admty.)

SONAVATI. H.M.I.S. S0NA7ATI left Addu Atoll Jan.20th with
stores and relief for James. (Route). E.T.A. 
James. 0150Z Jan. 26th. Returned to Colombo by 
Reverse of route given in my 071550.
(C. in C.E.F. 220342Z to Admty.)

Sinking of 
KUMA class 
cruiser by
TALLY HO, 
11/1/44.
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P. C.1284 
(SABRE.)

SEARCHER.

America & West Indies.
U.3.S. P.C.1284 is being turned over to Fighting 
French and will be renamed SABRE. Request 
International Radio Callsigns may be allocated. 
(B.A.D. 220243Z to Admty.)
Reply: 241134A.

Your 192305Z. SEARCHER should be sailed for U.K. 
after embarking Corsair* Ills.
Cancel A.M. 031613.
(V.C.N.3. 221020A to B.A.D.)

T.G.64.9. My 171800. L.C.I. 507 - 517 inclusive ALGORMA,
DIVER, A.T.R. 2, 3, 54 will sail as part of Task 
Force 64. Comtaskforce 64 when appropriate 
(?sail) Azores direct. This detachment (then 

constituted Task Group 64.9, Com. L.C.I. Flot. 11 Comdr. War- 
burton in L.C.I. 513 Commanding) proceed Horta where upon arrival 
L.C.Is. report to Com. 12th Fleet for duty and tugs and DIVER for temporary duty. Task Group is then dissolved.
(Cominla 221835Z to Cinclant,, Cotclant.)

NABOB, Your 172218. Arrangement you have made to man
PUNCHER. NABOB and your proposed manning of PUNCHER aremuch appreciated.

2* Grateful for your offer to accept maintenance 
charges other than of aircraft.(Head of M. II 221723A to N.3.H.Q.)

L .3.1.(L)s. 
passage to 
U.K.

Your 172205 para. 4. Concur subject to approval of Cominch.
(D.O.D.(H) 221816A to B.A.D.)

CILICIA.
U/B. Due to submarine in area 021° N. 048° w. alter for new point L. 030° N. 045° W. thence point G. omitting K. and F.

(Cdr. 10th U.3.Fleet, C. & R. 221945Z to CILICIA.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Digest serial 6. Night search Liberator scored two direct hits 
No. 732 Jan. quarter tons bombs 3mall freighter, 70 miles east 21st* Lorengau early hours* Vessel claimed sunk*

Shortly afterwards possible second vessel located 20 miles further west.
7. Same time another Liberator bombed and sank 
medium tanker southbound 50 miles east of Wewak. Two barges seen nearby.

/ 17
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

A u s t r a l i a  & New Z e a la n d .
17 . N ig h t 1 9 th  o f f  C h o ise u l Bay one Ja p . arm ed la n d in g  c r a f t ,  one b a rg e  g u n b o a t en g a g e d  two A llie d  m otor to rp e d o  b o a ts  w h ich  s u f f e r e d  some dam age, c a s u a l t i e s .  Enemy c r a f t  a p p a r e n t ly  p a t r o l l i n g  s t r a i t s  a t t a c k e d  w ith  a c c u r a te  f i r e  in c lu d in g  ex p lo s iv e  s h e l l s  b e fo re  e s c a p in g . Same n ig h t  o th e r  a l l i e d  p a t r o l  b o a ts  sa n k  two b a rg e s  in  G h o is e u l Bay.

18 . N ext n ig h t  two U .3 . d e s t r o y e r s  sank one g u n b o a t, s e t  a f i r e  fiv e  b a r g e s ,  d ro v e  two more b a rg e s  ag round  B o u g a in v i l le  S t r a i t .O th e r b a rg e s  h i t  b u t  e s c a p e d .
23 . C o a s ta l  t a r g e t s  S o u th e rn  Em press A ug u sta  Bay bom barded e v e n in g  2 0 th  by f o u r  U.S* d e s t r o y e r s .(G .H .Q .3 .W .P .A . 2206 1 8 Z .)

D ig e s t  s e r i a l  No. 732 J a n . 2 1 s t .(C o n td .)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S u b m arin es R e p o r te d .
Sub. a t t a c k  F o r 24 h o u rs  to 0900Z /22nd J a n u a ry . (No a t t a c k s . ) & s i g h t i n g  (D .D .I .C . 2 20952Z .)summary. E s tim a te d  p o s i t i o n s .(D .D .I .C . 221400A, 22141 0 A .)
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O peration
F.W.

U-Boat 
a t t a c k e d .

- 357
2 3 .1 .1 9 4 4 .
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Comma n d s .

Convoy J.W . 56A was about 240 m i le s  N .E. o f  
S e i d i s f i o r d  a t  1700A l a s t  n ig h t ,  s t e e r i n g  054 degs 
a t  lo  k n o t s .

0 . 3 . 1  in  KENT, with BERWICK and BERMUDA, l e f t  
A k u rey r i a t  1600A to -d a y  to  cover th e  Convoy: 
and a t  1606 BERWICK re tu rn ed  to  A k u rey ri to  
co n tin u e  r e p a i r s  to  her  dynamos.

A l l  the  W/V’ s  in th e  o r i g i n a l  J.W. 56A Convoy 
have now been accounted  f o r .

2 . E s c o r t  Group 15 l e f t  Lough F o y le  a t  1409a 
to - d a y  to  c a r r y  out an a/ S  s e a r c h ;  and a t  2236 
when about 30 m i le s  N. V. o f  Malin Head th e  31cop 
PORTCHilSTER CASTLE a t t a c k e d  a U—Boat on the s u r f a c e  
which was then hunted by h er  and SALADIN, while
a t  2302a Kenilworth c a st l e  and Berkeley c a st l e  had
put down a second U-Boat and were jo in in g  the 
hunt f o r  the f i r s t .

Oiling to  s i c k n e s s  among th e  S t a f f ,  S i t u a t i o n  
R e p o r ts  f o r  F o re ign  S t a t i o n s  f o r  t h i s  d a te  a r e  
in com plete  or m i s s i n g .

i
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Escort 
Carrier 
for H.F.

Policy.
C. in C. H.F's 092002 request you will allocate 
an Escort Carrier from your Command.
Ship detailed is required to come under the 
orders of c. in C. H.P. from about 10th February. 
(A.C.N.S.(H), 230200A to C. in C. W.A.)

TANTALUS. TANTALUS leaving Sc illy Isles at 0800A/26th
diving by day via route Brown, daily advance 
165 miles, E.T.A. in 043 begs. N. 0800A/30th 
thence as ordered by F.O.G.M.A.
(Capt. (S) 3, 231731A to F.O.G.M.A.)

F.O.Force A.M. 222250A- The broad pendant of Commodore
J • First Class G.N. Oliver is to be hoisted in

MARSHAL SOULT at 0900A/25th. and transferred to 
VLCTI3 at 0900A/26th. The Flag of Rear Admiral 
Sir Philip Vian will be hauled down in VECTIS at sunset 25th.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 232237A to F.O.Force "J")

Operations.
Operation Your 221440. RAPIDOL will remain
F.W. (A.C.I.C. 230006 to C.S.l)

J.W.56A. CHARLES BULLFINCH (U.S.) 
minor weather damage.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 230954A) 

Position at 232000. J.W.56B. (S.O) WRESTLER, 060009 degs. 32' W. 6. *

as requested, 
returned,

degs. 20* N.
MILNE and 6 destroyers 062 degs. 40* N. 014 degs. 10’ W. to Seidisfjord, 14.
(A.C.0.3. 231157 to Ships)

J.'.V. 56A. P.C.S. at 1700A/22, Join 068 degs. 40’ N. 010 deo-s 00’ W. 054 degs. 10 knots.
(M/S 18, 231201A to H.F.)
J.'.V. 56B. Following ships selected for White Sea, (a) destina tion Ekonomia, total three. Names.

(b) Destination Molotovsk total 5. Names.
(2) No replacement required in event of casualties to personnel. 

(S3. N. 0. Archangel, 231247A to S.B.N.O. North Russia)
White Sea Section of J.W. 56A remain as given in my 151629, 

loss JOHN A. QUITMAN and JOSEPH N. FY30N.
(S.B.N.O.Archangel, 231331A to H.F.)
BERWICK is again having trouble with her dynamos. Should 

further defects occur while at sea intend to detach her to Scapa direct. My 221440A refers.
(2) At present consider repairs can be continued on return to Akureyri.

(C.S.l, 231222A to V.A.2)
C.S.l’s 231333A• In accordance with C.S.l's instruction

have returned to Akureyri to continue repairs.
(BERWICK, 231606 to V.A.2)

Operation F.W./...
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Operations.

Operation F.W. Intend sailing K.A.56A 1000A/29th 
23 ships, speed 8^ knots. As this may entail a 
meeting with J.W. 56A in the vicinity of position 
K request J.W.56B may be diverted to Eastward to 
keep it clear. Undesirable to route R.A.56A 
further to Westward for this purpose.
Intend sailing R.A.56B 1000A/2nd February, 18 or 

19 ships, speed 9% knots.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 231625A to V.A.2)

My 191802. R.A.56A sails 1000A/29th. 23 ships.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 231641A to H.P.)
Akureyri departure at 1600A/23rd C.S.(l) in KENT, with 

BERWICK and BERMUDA-
(A.C.I.C. 231816A to V.A.2)
Kola Inlet sailed HUSSAR and HALCYON for local escort duty. 
(S.B.N.O.North Russia, 231930A to S.B.N.O. Archangel)
My 231816. BERWICK returned Akureyri.
(A.C.I.C. 232044A to V.A.2)

Operation
P.W.
(Contd.)

Submarine
Chaser
Operation.

My.171324. VIGRA returned at 0500A today. 
(2) Operation successful.
(A.C.O.S. 230530 to Admty.)

Biscay A/S Homeward bound U-Boat estimated near you today. 
Operations. (D.D.I.C. 230904A to ENTERPRISE, KINGSTON AGATE) 

Cancel my 40Z 25th May and 42 Z 3rd June and 
substitute the following: H.W.0.84 para. 8 Bay 
of Biscay area.

All fishing vessels are to be attacked in Bay of Biscay area 
except French Fishing Vessels east of line drawn along longitude 
002 degs. 30* W. from southern limit of sink-at sight zone to 
position 045 degs. 34' N. thence position 049 degs. 00' N- 
007 degs. 30’ W»
(2) Notwithstanding repeat warnings French Tunnymen are liable 
to appear in the Bay as far west as 008 degs. west where their 
presence cannot be tolerated. Attacks should therefore be 
carried out on these vessels by day as well as by night.
(3) It is not desired to cause more loss of life than is necessar 
for purpose of driving Tunneymen back into coastal waters. 
Attempts should be made where possible to remove crews before 
sinking.
(c. in c. H.F. 231033A to H.F.)

BLOCK ISLAND U.S.S. C.T.G. 21.16 escorted by 3 U.S. destroy
ers will be operating in vicinity - 043 degs. 01' N. u29 degs.
59’ W. My 231251 refers.

(C. in C. W.A. 231253A to Ships)
ARIADNE now reports her E.T.A. at Horta for fuel will be 

1000A tomorrow.
(2) S.B.N.O. Azores is requested to inform ENTERPRISE time at 
which she should arrive Horta.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 231341 to ENTERPRISE, S.B.N.0.Azores.) 
232000A• Your 231341A- My P.0.8. 045 degs. 12’ N. 021 

degs. 27* V/. 228 degs. 16^ knots. E.T.A. Horta 1030A/25th. 
(ENTERPRISE, 232035 to 0. in C. Plymouth)

SEADOG arrived.
(S.O.S/M* Lerwick, 231002 to Adnrtjs)

. Positions/...

S /M
Patrols.
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S u n d a y .

HOWE COMMANDS.

SA!P a t r o l s .  
( C o n td . )

O p e r a t i o n s .
P o s i t i o n s  o f  s u b m a r in e s  a t  0 8 0 0 /2 4 th  and m ovem en ts 
f o r  f o l l o w i n g  24 h o u r s .

A) STUBBORN and SEANYMPH a s  i n  my 1 9 1 8 1 2 .
3 ;  SP IR IT  a s  in  my 2 0 1 6 2 1 .
0 ) VIKING a s  i n  my 2 2 1 7 3 1 .
D) TELEHAGHUS l e a v e s  v i c i n i t y  65 d e g s .  2 0 ’ N.

01  d e g s .  1 0 ' E . a t  1 9 0 0 /2 4 th  th r o u g h  64 d e g s .  5 2 ’ N. 02  d e g s .  0 1 ' 
E» th e n c e  c o u r s e  210 d e g s .  d iv e d  b y  d ay  N o r th  o f  62 d e g s .
(E) VENTURER l e a v e s  p a t r o l  o f f  Kya a s  c o n v e n ie n t  t o  p a s s  th r o u g h  
61 d e g s .  2 6 ’ N. 03  d e g s .  0 1 ' E* a t  1 7 0 0 /2 4 th ,  t h e n c e  t o  090  d e g s .  
M u ck le  F lu g g a  2 0 and  L e rw ic k  p r o b a b ly  on s u r f a c e  when 60 m i l e s  
c l e a r  o f  N o rw e g ia n  c o a s t .
( P .O .S .  231717a t o  A d m ty .)

C o a s t a l  (C . i n  0* P o r t s m o u th ,  231424A )

(A) a t  0930Z  3 e s c o r t e d  by  2 p a t r o l  v e s s e l s .  '
( b ) a t  1015Z 8 e s c o r t e d  by  2 T .B ’ s and  2 p a t r o l  
v e s s e l s .
( P .O .S .  231404A t o  S A ^ 's )

U - B o a ts .

(A) 0 5 5  d e g s .  2 1 ’ N. 008  d e g s .  4 6 ’ W.
(B) POiS h EoT CASTLE a t t a c k i n g  s u b m a r in e  s i g h t e d  on s u r f a c e  and  
se e n  t o 'd i v e .  PO^pHESTER CASTLE now in  c o n t a c t .
( E .G .1 5 ,  232236A t o  A* Q. L iv e r p o o l )Y our 2 3 2 2 2 6 . PO TER CASTLE an d  SALADIN i n  c o n t a c t  and
h u n t i n g .  KENILWORTH CASTLE, BE.'iKHET CASTLE h a v e  p u t  down 
s e c o n d  S u b m a r in e  a n d  a r e  now h u n t in g  f i r s t .  R em a in d e r o f  
g ro u p  c o n t i n u i n g  s e a r c h  t o  E a g le  I s l a n d .  1 L i b e r a t o r  s w e e p in g  
i n  v i c i n i t y .

( E .G .1 5 ,  232302A t o  A .C .H .Q .)

F o r c e
P a t r o l s

EnemyC o n v o y s.

Enemy I n t e l l i g e n c e .
F o l lo w in g  c o n v o y in g  o f  la d e n  m e r c h a n t  s h i p s  p a s s e d  
S k o rp e n  2 3 r d ,  c o u r s e  N o r th ,  s p e e d  9 .

A /S  s e a r c h  
by  E .G .1 5 . 
Two U/B
A t t a c k e d .

S a i l e d  MAGPIE, SCARBOROUGH, CARI3BROOKE CASTLE.
9

B o th  s h i p s  c o n f i r m  SA* c o n t a c t .
(E .G . 1 5 , 232005  t o  A *C .H .Q . L iv e r p o o l )
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Ca s u a l t i e s  and D e f e c t s .

SSADOG R e p o r t s :
0 2 2 lA / 2 1 s t ,  grounded in  app rox . 59 degs . 17* N. 04 
d egs . 51 ’ E* S u s ta in ed  damage as in  SEADOG's 
211803.
( P . 0 . 3 .  231026A t o  Adxnty.)

E .T .A .  M o v i l l e  1500A/24th. WARWICK in  
a d d i t i o n  t o  numerous m inor  d e f e c t s  r e q u i r e s  
d ock in g  f o r  r e p a i r s  o f  tanks and compartments. 
In  v iew  o f  g e n e ra l  c o n d i t i o n  o f  WARWICK* s h u l l  

submit sh ip  shou ld  p roceed  t o  h e r  own base a f t e r  t a k in g  in  
s u f f i c i e n t  f u e l  a t  M o v i l l e .
(WA RWICK, 231114Z t o  C. in  C. W .A . )

SAMUEL I f  f u e l  p o s s i b l y  p e rm its  e s c o r t  SAMUEL DEXTER
DEXTER. th rou gh ou t dark hours t o n i g h t .  E s t im a ted  P .C .S .

a t  1200A/23rd, 055 degs . 09* IT. 015 d egs . 05* W. 
085 d egs .  6 k n o ts .  SAPPER and ASSIDUOUS in  
company have been r e p o r t e d  by enemy A/C.
(C . in  C- W .A. 231218A t o  WARWICK, VOLUNTEER)

Your 231605. My P .C .S .  a t  1700A, 054 d egs .  43* N. 014 d egs .  28* 
W. 075 d egs .  7 k n o ts .
(SAPPER, 231701A t o  C. in  C. W .A . )

Am in  company SAPPER, ASSIDUOUS and SAMUEL DEXTER. In ten d  
rem a in in g  u n t i l  d a y l i g h t  then p ro c e e d in g  (L o n d o n d e r ry ? ) .
P o s i t i o n  g iv e n  by SAPPER 231701A i s  con f irm ed .

(VOLUNTEER, 232055A t o  C. in  C. W .A . )

War D i a r y .

S EADOG.

WARWICK.

S h ip p in g  and C on voys .

0 .S .6 6 /  C. in  C. W.A. 181248 and C apt. D. L iv e r p o o l 's
K .M .S .4 0 . 221731. In te n d  s a i l i n g  BUGLOSS 1400A/24th
0 .N .2 2 1 .  January  t o  G reenock . On c o m p le t io n  o f  c a l i b r a t

P .O . I .C .  G reenock  i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  s a i l  BUGLOSS 
t o  o v e r ta k e  O .S .66/K .M .S .40 .
( P . 0 . I . C . L i v e r p o o l ,  231615 t o  P .O . I .C .  G reenock ) 

In te n d  s a i l i n g  e s c o r t s  f o r  K .M .S .4 0 . ( a )  PETUNIA a.m. 24 th . t o
M o v i l l e  f o r  f u e l .
(B ) MOYOLA (S .O ) ,  CLARKIA a.m. 24th t o  com ply  w ith  C. in  G. W.A. 
201114 amended by N .C .3 .0 .  M e rsey  221159.
(G ) BURDOCK, PETUNIA, ARMERIA, STORM KING w i th  C lyde  P o r t i o n .
(D ) EXE ( 3 . 0 .  E .G .4C ) a.m . 25th  t o  j o in  Convoy a t  O versay  R/V. 
(2 )  Cdre . D. W estern  Approaches  i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  s a i l  PETUNIA t o  
j o in  Convoy a t  O ve rsa y  R/V.
(G ap t .  D. G reenock , 231632a  and 241314A t o  Cdre . a .  W .A . )

(1 )  I t  i s  in ten d ed  t o  ta k e  fu r t h e r  a n t i  U -Boat (German) 
p r e c a u t io n s  in  Approaches  t o  N o r th  Channel.
(2 )  0 .N .2 2 1  and O .S . 66/K .K .S .40  w i l l  be met o f f  O ve rsay  on 25th 
by sh ip s  o f  15th E.G. who w i l l  su pport  t o  010 d eg s .  W.

(3 ) /....
<
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Shipping; and Convoys.
0.3.66/ 
K.M.S.40. 
O.N.221.

(3) SCARBOROUGH with (29th Division) BERKELEY 
CASTLE, SALAD IN, KENILWORTH CASTLE to 0.3.
(4) MAGPIE with (30th Division) CARISBROOKE 
CASTLE, ACANTHUS, SCIMITAR, PRESCOTT to O.N.
(5) 29th and 30th Support Divisions will form line 
abreast screen 3 miles ahead of respective convoys.

(6) C.2 E.G. are to form part of close escort of O.N. 221 until 
010 degs. W.
(7) A number of ships of close escort are to be detailed to join 
and act under orders of S.O’s support Division until latter are 
detached. Number will be signalled later.
(8) Special Air Co-operation for support divisions will be 
arranged.
(C. in C. W.A. 231805A to B.2, C.2, E.G.40)

0.N.M.221.
A.1935A/230. B. H.M.T. SETTER (to Lough Foyle).

C. 13 including 3 tankers, 1 special and 2 N.D.
(N.C.S.O. Milford Haven, 231952A to Admty.)

0.N.220, O.N.220, S.C.151. Do not get to port of your

fighter components to 6 Wildcats which are considered to be the 
best type of fighters to operate in weather conditions likely to 
prevail.
(C. in C. W.A. 231822A to C. in C. H.F.)

S.C.151. routes. Your attention is called to my situation 
report central section.
(C. in C. W.A. 231723A to Escorts S.C.151)

0.N.S.27 SUDEROY returned from O.N.S. M.27, steering gear 
broken, L.P. cylin er cracked.
EPIROS returned from O.N.S. 27, Shortage of oil 
fuel due to heavy weather.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 231751A to C. in C. W.A.)

J.W.57. 
R.A.57. 
CHASER.

Admiralty 230200A* It is intended to allocate 
H.M.S. CHASER who will be placed under your orders 
from 10th February to support North Russian convoy 
J.W. 57 and R.A.57.
(2) In order to meet requirements specified in 
your 092002A F.O.C.T. is requested to raise the

D.S.49 A.M. 221940. EMPRESS OF AUSTRALIA to break off 
fran convoy D.S.49 in position, 62.20 N. 22.00 W. 
routed through following positions to New York. 
(D.O.D.(H), 232126A to F.0.I.C.Greenock)
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North Atlantic.
Gib/Pinko (l) 23 Jan. A. 22 Jan. B. C.F.A.W. 15. 
0. M.A.D. Cat. P.163 Squadron. D. Magnetic 
signals in 35.53 N. 05.45 W. and 1405A 24 contact 
retro bombs fired in strings of 8, in 5 to 8 mins. 
4 air bubble patches indicated 4 bombs made 
contacts light oil appeared on surface.
(A.C.H.Q. Gib. 230100A to H.Q.C.C.)

Gib/P.2 23rd Jan. A. 22nd Jan. B. C.F.A.W.15.
C. Ventura. D. Sighted at periscope depth submerged 4 seconds 
before bombs released position 34.39 N. 07.10 W. C. 100° 2 knots 
at 1520A. Some debris and light oil streak with heavy patches 
darker oil.
(A.C.H.Q. Gib. 230120A toH.Q.C.C.)

A/C attack 
on U/B.
23 Jan.

CALDER K.M.F. 28. CALDER reported periscope near convoy
U/B. at 1633A in 035° 30* IT. 0075 00’ W. Many whales

seen, good contact attacked. Consider presence 
of U/B doubtful.
(S.O. E.G.4, 231741 to F.O.G.M.A.)

0.24, 2. B.A.M.R. ’Washington is requested to confirm
refit in that 0.24 can be accepted for refit at Philadelphia
U.S.A. if arriving about 1st March. 3. Subject to

B.A.M.R's confirmation as in para.2 route for 
0.24. 4. S.B.N.O. W.A. is requested to arrange
for sailing and onward routeing of 0.24 to arrive 

Philadelphia about 1st March or otherwise as indicated byB.A.M.R. 
(D.O.D. (F) 231721A to F.O.G.M.A. etc.)

T. G. 21.13. C.T.G.21.13 complies Cinclant 221427. Position 24
0800Z 41.00 35.15 advancing N.N.E.12. Sweeping 
170 mile circle as weather permits. V'eather. 
(C.T.G. 21.13 232145 to Cinclant.)

DUMANA 
(torpedoed 
24/12.)

South Atlantic.
British Ship DUMAITA. Corpses and wreckage from 
this ship found on coast near Sassandon on 28th 
Dec. Nine corpses apparently English and one 
Malay. None bore means of identification. 
(F.O.C.W. A. 231003Z to Adraty. )

Cruiser
Patrols.

My 221553Z. Ships will carry out patrol inward 
amend positions from which ships leave patrol to 
read H and F respectively.
(F.O.C.W.A. 231648Z to Comar Dakar.)
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Mediterranean.
Landing in Anzio Area - Operation "Shingle".
Following is a repetition of my 230328 (N.T. in 
W.R. ) (Begins). Addressed N.O.I.C. Ischia (R)
5.0. Force P, C.T.F.81, from F.0.W.Italy.
3.0. Force p's 221903 (N.T. in W.R.). Request 
you sail M/S M.L.575 and all boats of 28th M.L. 
Flotilla at 0730/23rd Jan. to report to BULOLO 
before dark in approx. 041° 20' N. 012° 25' E.

( 2 ) Route through 040° 51' N. 012° 46' E.
(3) Report number of boats of 31st Flotilla available for duty 
in Gulf of Naples. (Enas).
(F.O.W. It., 231206A to C.T.F. 81.)

Situation Report 1630. All L.S.Ts. at peter Beach except
Reports. one on pontoon and BOXER and BRUISER discharged.

2 Liberties still unloading. Military situation 
ashore unchanged. Occasional shelling of beach 
area.
(S.O. Force P, 231701A to C. in C. Med., C.T.F. 
81.)

"Shingle" situation as follows.
1. L.S.Ts., L.C.Ts. and L.C.I.(L) now arriving back in con
siderable numbers to reload at Naples.
2. Army consolidating perimeter of intended bridge-head. Only 
patrols going further. First flights of the two divisions 
should be completed a.m. today 23rd.
3. No reports on fighting in area except slight shelling by 
mobile guns.
4. PALOMARES should arrive Naples p.m. today. Hit aft 
propeller and rudder out of action. U.S.S. PORTEGG (PORTENT 
intended) sunk by mine and L.C.I.(L) 20 burnt out by bomb in 
X section.
5. Anzio open and wrecks being cleared. L.S.Ts. already 
unloading third Brigade there.
6. P beaches very unsatisfactory above highwater mark as well 
as below. Will probably be closed as soon as Anzio is clear.
7. DIDO and destroyers shelled coast road Formia and westward between 1000/22 and 1100/23. Road now also blocked by bombs so one destroyer only is being left to maintain pressure.
8. Weather likely to deteriorate after 0001/23 (as received) 
Westerly winds up to force 5 expected.

(C. in C. Med., Naples, 231841A to Admty.)
Situation report No. 279.

1. Anzio in our hands by 1400/22nd Jan. and ships commenced 
unloading in the harbour. Discharge over beach slow due to bad surface. Follow up convoy programme proceeding satis
factorily. PALOMARES and U.S. M/S PORTENT mined, former is proceeding to Naples in tow. Latter sank. Enemy air activity 
slight up to p.m./23rd. Jan. but during attack at 1815 JANUS 

JANOS was hit by glider bomb^and sank.
• DIDO, LE FANTASQUE, KEMPENFELT and INGLEFIELD have carried

“ out a number of bombardments on coast road between Formia andTerracina.
1m  I M & U  !80S?!lIrg^!8^?k0?f6P?o^fSSe§5#iigt£!I]ilrs
22nd/23rd Jan. one lighter and one E-Boat damaged, one E-3oat

f /set on fire ...

28th M.L. 
Flotilla 
to join 
Force P.
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Mediterranean.
Landing in Anzio Area - Operation "Single".
set on fire. Slight casualties and superficial 
damage to our craft.
3. BLACKMQOR and LAUDERDALE carried out 
uneventful patrol in Hvar Channel diiring night 
21st/22nd.
(C. in C. Med., 232036a  to Admty., etc.)

IZ. 552. Medcos. No. 11. Signed Wilson. Build-up beach-head 
area continues and landings through Anzio have commenced. Further lift of L.S.Ts. leaves Naples tonight.
No major enemy reaction apparent so far.
(Fairbanks from Wilson, 232100 to C.O.S.)

Situation 
Reports. 
(Contd.)

C. in C. Expect to arrive assault area in KEMPENFELT to
at Anzio. see you about 1130 tomorrow 24th. Will berth

alongside or close to U.S.S. BISGAYNE on arrival. 
Request arrangements be made for me to visit 
Anzio and then BULOLO subsequently, and M.L. or other suitable craft be available.

(C. in G. Med., Naples, 231736a  to C.T.F. 81.)

LE FANTASCJUE 
(bombarded 
Civita
vecchia)

Proceeding direct Bizerta to ammunition 315 H.E. 
shells required, s. of A. through position 33 
and (? 55) 22 knots, E.T.A. 0730A/24th.
(LE FANTASQUE, 231930 to V.A. Malta.)

JERVIS
damaged. Sailed JERVIS for Naples damaged at bows by 

glider bomb. No casualties, some of survivors 
from JANUS on board, 5 officers, 55 ratings. 
Escort URCHIN. JERVIS reporting E.T.A. Route "Roger” .
(S.O. Force p, 232115A to C. in C. Med., etc.)

KEMPENFELTFormia
bombardment.

Large amount of motor transport reported moving west through Formia. Keep up methodical firing on area.
(C. in C. Med., Naples, 232158A to KEMPENFELT, 
(R) INGLEFIELD, F.O.W.It,, C.T.F. 81.)
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General.

EASTWAY. A.M. 191924 Dec. EASTWAY is allocated to
Mediterranean Station.
2. she should be used to make one trip to U.K. 
with minor landing craft before ’'Anvil” . C. in 
G. Med.'s 041418 Dec. refers.
(D. of P.(<4), 230045a to C. in C. Med.)

A/C attack. Nr.l. Attacked submerged object V(?X)AS 1305
1213 FG (undecypherable).
(A/C AHU/M, 230600Z.)

A/C attack Have attacked one enemy caique of 50 tons 35.35 
on caique. N. 27.25 E. at Q915Z.

(A/G ASJ/X, 230930Z.)

Air Reports. A.263 cipher 22nd Jan. Most Secret. Cite
FHjtCT FH3BI. Signed Wilson.
Air Coeintintrep No. 196.
Day 21st Jan. 1944. 45 Kittyhawks attacked

shipping in Yugoslavia with direct hits on 1 schooner at Ploca 
and 1 schooner at Gradoc, near misses on 2 U/Vs at Split. 15 
War hawks Adored direct hits on M/V at Split.

(Air G. in C. Med., No T.0.0./23.)
A.F. 365, Med. Allied Air Forces Opsum. 336.

21st/22nd Jan. 43 wellingtons Fiume Torpedo Works. 72 tons of 
400 and 500 pounds general purpose. Excellent coverage with 
target straddled. Enormous explosion, fires visible 100 miles 
from target. Shipping strikes Yugoslavian coastal waters. 4 
missions total 23 Kittyhawks, 12 U.S. Thunderbolts, 8 Italian 
Macchi, 205 Kittyhawks dropped 7 x 1000, 31 x 500, claim 1 
motor vessel 1500 tons sunk and 1 damaged at Trogir. 4 direct 
hits 5000 ton vessel north of Zara. Severely damaged.
22nd Jan. 12 U.S. Mitchells escort 12 U.S. Spits, bombed shippi 
Porto Ferraio. Many hits among 25 small craft. About 9 
destroyed others damaged. Fires among dock installations. 2 
U.S. Spits, bombed F-Boats and barge south-west of Castiglione. 
Bombs fell short. 4 U.S. Spitfires attacked E-Boat base 
Viareggio. Bombing accurate but damage obscured by smoke. 
(H.4.M.A.A.F. Adv. , 232041A, 232140A, 232239A. )

M.E. Balkan Sitrep No. 68.
5. Air Ops. A. Bombing. 21st Jan. 45 Kittyhawks, 15 Warhawks, 
14 Spitfires, 8 Macchi 205s Armed R/C Yugoslav coastal waters 
scored direct hits with bombs on 2000 ton m/v causing fire, set 
on fire 3 schooners one of which blew up, two direct hits on 
another schooner, badly damaged 2 others by straffing, one 
Warhawk, one Spitfire missing. All shipping was in Ploea-Split- 
Gradoc areas. All above aircraft of N.A.A.F.

(C. in C. M.E., 232010B.)

Escort Your 211832 (Exchanging escort groups of BIDEFOSD
Groups, and AIRE). No objection.
exchange. (A.C.N.S.(f ), 231154A to C. in C. Med.)

/LAMERTON
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LAMERTON, 
QUANTOCK, 
A/S sweep.

042° 00* 
042° 44’

009° 
009°

Mediterranean - Contd.
Take QUANTOCK under your orders and sail at 1700A 
January 23rd as follows: 
fa) At 18 knots to 041° N. 012° E.
(b; Thence carry out A/S sweep at 15 knots through 

‘ ““  “V  E. , 042° 40' N. 009° 54’ E.,
i' E. thence to parallel 043° N 

where a continuous A/S search is to be maintained between the 
Corsican Coast and Island of Capraia (keeping outside the 100 
fathom line).
*2) Search is to be maintained to the prudent limit of endurance 
’no fuel is available at Bastia).
*3) Codeword '’Olivia".
,4) On receipt of (? this) Bastia is requested to inform F.O.W.It,
and LAMERTON of fighter protection A/S air searches and movements of our forces.
(F.O.W.It., 231631 to LAMERTON.)

Enemy
Intelligence, 
Aegean.

Joint Naval Army R.A.F. Intelligence Appreciation
24 hour8 to 1000 hours 23rd Jan. 1944. All times G.M. T.
6. Shipping summary. Every indication imminent 
departure from Piraeus important convoys including 
long inactive tanker CERERE also LEDA and 4 other merchant vessels. Cargoes reported mainly munitions.

Destinations not yet certain but major portion most probably for 
Dodecanese remainder Crete. Photographic R/c 22nd Jan. shows 
Seerauber convoy still present Rhodes but sighting a.m./23rd Jan. 
suggests may now have sailed probably evacuating Italian 
prisoners to Leros. Siebel ferry and 3 landing craft seen still 
present Samos 22nd Jan. but early departure expected possibly for Leros. Indications from photographic R/c and C.X. intensification air transport to Rhodes possibly bringing troops and stores 
and evacuating prisoners. c.X. reports arrival Istanbul 21st Jan 4 further Danube craft each 50 g rt in transit for Aegean.
Although no report of departure collier P.L.M.16 from Istanbul

for Aegean expected. Further indications intensive caiq_ue traffic north Aegean notably from Mitylene with olive oil 
to Piraeus and Salonika and foodstuffs to Chios 
(C. in C. M.E. , 231830B.)



MOST SECRET

368
23.1.1944.War Diary. Sunday._______

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Attack on 
U/B 22nd Jan.

East Indies.
Ref. U-Boat dispositions signal No. 19. Area F. 
Aircraft report attacking U-Boat in 014° 43' N. 080 aegs. 25' E. 1330Z/22nd Jan.
(C. in C.E.F. 230341Z.)
Attacked again, see 240304.

Convoy A. J.l. 1. A.J.l. 2. 0400Z/23rd Jan. 3. Colombo 0600Z/2 Feb. 4. 9 knots. 5. (Route). 5. LINARIA.
10, 11, 12, 19. Ammunition, Colombo for Trincomalee. (N. C. S. O.Aaen 230451Z to Admty. etc.)

Air report. 23ra Jan. Daily Opsum No. 679.
22nd Jan. 4 Beaufighters Mandalay - Pokokku. 
Damaged one small steamer or barge. 12 plus small rivercraft. 10 Hurricanes Mayu - Kaladan Waterways. Small Greek steamer badly damaged. 5
Sampans sunk, 24 damaged, 2 landing stages destroyed.
(A.C.S.E.A. 230810Z.)

ILLUSTRIOUS, 
Barracuda. R/V 0930 F.G. 27th Jan. 007° 00' N. 079° 10' E. mean line of advance 155° 17 knots.

2. Hoped to disembark ILLUSTRIOUS Barracuda Squadron on 27th Jan. (group missing) consultation Cdr. Kilroy. R.N.A.3. Indian Ocean T.0.0. 191601 refers.
(F.O.C*A• C.L.F* 230839Z to R.A.N.A.S. Indian Ocean.} •

V
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America & We3t Indies.
Codes and From Chiefs of Staff* C.0.3.(W) 1090 and C.0.3 • ( V v )
Cyphers* 1091. Memorandum on use of insecure cyphers by

Allies.
(Air Min. 230030Z, 2300 35Z to Britman, V/ashington).

MAGIC,
Russian
Sweepers.

Norfolk (Vir.) sailed Jan. 22nd MAGIC for Bermuda to escort Russian Minesweepers and Sub* Chasers to U.K.(N.S.H.Q* 230046Z to Admty.)

CILICIA,
U/B estimate. Enemy U-Boat (German) estimate 1200Z/23rd Jan. 

1. Estimatedmoving East or Northeast within 200 
miles 022° 00’ 046° 00'.
(Cominch 231454Z to CILICIA, Info. Cinclant.)

Escort
Oilers. Difficulty is being found in maintaining necessary minimum number of Escort Oilers with convoy and 

risk of damaging equipment at outset of voyage is not acceptable.
2. Request that oiling at sea by Western Local Escorts be temporarily restricted to westward- bound c onvoys•
(D.T.D. 231551A as amended 242002A to C. in C.C.N. A

French In para. 6 of your 181937 Dec. U.3. agreed to
Submarines. allocation to British of 2 of the 3 French opera

tional submarines to be released on return to 
Mediterranean of ARCHIMEDE and the other one to 

-ut u The allocation of a French submarine forCasablanca nas always been considered a separate and additional commitment, and MARSOUIN is not considered to be one of the three
Q DO V  © •

2. We agree therefore that U.S. should have ANTIOPS under their 
control in satisfaction of the agreement in para® 1 above and con— cur with para. 1 A and 2 A of your 211531.
3. Although by existing agreement the one mentioned in para. 1 B
°£ should be allocated to us , suggest that thisshould be reviewed nearer the time as availability of more Italian* may have altered the picture.
4* Y/hen will GLORIEUX be ready?
(Hd. of M.II*231901A to B.A.D.)
♦ Approved by A.C.N.S.(F)

ARIADNE, 
weather 
damage•

Have sustained damage due to heavy weather, most 
important of which is buckling of (?stanchions) 
support in deck. This and other iterHs require early attention.
(ARIADNE 232350N to Cominch.)
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Australia & New Zealand.
Paras. 21 to 23 cover South Pacific Forces.
2. Morning nine Beaufighter3 harassed Western 
Timor destroying two Luggers and one small 
coastal vessel.
3. Early hours 4 ship convoy including one pos
sible destroyer unsuccessfully attacked by Patrol

Liberator 55 miles Northwest New Hanover heading Southeast. One 
hour later second Liberator attacked Convoy same vicinity heading 
west. Near miss caused one merchant vessel to slow down.
4. Same time one merchant vessel attacked by other Liberators 
35 miles East Wewak heading towards Wewak. Same aircraft un
successfully attacked 3 small ships 10 miles Northwest ’Wewak.
8. Morning 11 Mitchells with 17 Lightnings escorted carried out 
one patrol, craft 500 tons sunk by direct hit crew straffed. One 
medium freighter set afire by direct hit seen 2 hours later by 
R/C aircraft burning fiercely listing badly..
12. evening 2 Lightnings heavily straffed sea truck off Hansa 
Bay. Crew abandoned ship which exploded probably carrying fuel.
13. Ground observer reports Rocke Island apparently evacuated by 
Japanese leaving considerable equipment behind.
14. Jap. submarine contacted night 20/21st off Gali by motor torpedo boats.
lo. Same night other patrol craft attacked by 7 enemy aircraft 
off Bagabag Island 30 miles Northeast Madang. One plane believed destroyed.
16. Night January 22nd Navy Catalinas straffed single small freighter dead in water 55 miles Ea3 t V/ewak.
(G.H.Q.3.W.P.A. 230902Z.)

Digest serial 
No. 733 Jan. 
22nd.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Submarines Attacked.

Sub. attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/23rd January.
& sighting Para. A. 1. A/C P/163 attacked U-Boat at 1305/22 surrmary. in 35° 53' N. 05° 45* V/.

2. A/C attacked U-Boat course 100° at 1420/22 in 
34° 39' N. 07° 10' W.
Para. B. 1. B.Y.M.S. 2234 attacked U-Boat with 
depth charges at 2030/22 in 39° 34’ N. 27° 56* 7/. 
(D.D.I.C. 230957Z.)

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions 
(D.D.I.C. 231353A.)
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Operation
F.W.

Search f o r  
U-Boats o f f  
Malin Head.

Sen ior 
Canadian 
F lag  O f f i c e r  
(Overseas)

Home F le e t .

3 7 1
24.1.1944. 
Monday-_____

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Cormnands.

1. Convoy J.W. 56A was about 290 m iles  E.N.E. 
o f  Jan Mayen at 0800 to-day, and READY and 
ORESTES o f  the Loca l Escort a rr iv ed  at the Faeroes 
a t 0222a th is  morning.

Convoy J.W. 56B was about 150 m iles South o f  
S e id is f i o r d  at 2100A to -day . Captain D.3 in 
MILNE w ith  the s ix  other Destroyers o f  the 
D estroyer Escort a rr iv ed  at S e id is f i o r d  at 1254A, 
and MAHRATTA and SCOURGE l e f t  again at 2002A to  
meet the Convoy.

2. The search f o r  the two U-Boats loca ted  la s t  
n ight o f f  N.W. Ire land  was continued to -day  
by ships o f  the 15th Escort Group a ss is ted  by one 
D estroyer, two C orve ttes , and one F r ig a te  from 
Escort Group C.2; and C. in C. W.A • intends to  
prov ide sp ec ia l  A/S support f o r  Convoys 0.N.221 
and 0 .3 .66/K.M.S.40 in the approaches to  the 
North Channel as w e l l  as sp ec ia l  a /G co -opera t ion .

5. V ice-Adm ira l P.W. N e l le s ,  C .B ., R .C .N ., has 
to -day  assumed the duties o f  Sen ior  Canadian 
F lag  O f f i c e r  (O ve rsea s ).

4. ' C.S.10 in BELFAST l e f t  Rosyth at 2236 f o r  
Scapa; and JAMAICA l e f t  Scapa at 1629 f o r  Rosyth.

Owing to  sickness among the S t a f f .  S itua t ion  
Report f o r  Foreign  S ta t ion s  has been om itted .
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
Pour C. in C. Plymouth's 142043. C. in C.W.A. is
Destroyers and requested to transfer to Plymouth as soon as 
four Corvettes practicable 4 Destroyers from those nominated in 
for Plymouth C. in C.W.A. 041108 Para.4.
Command. (2).C. in C.W.A. is also requested to nominate

4 Flower-class Corvettes for trarsfar to Plymouth 
Command early February when they are relieved by 
Castle corvettes from new construction. 
(A.C.N.S.(h ), 22+0233A to C. in C.W.A.).

A.M. 240233* (1) Destroyers nominated and anticipated datesof sailing are as follows:-
SALADIN - Now. SCIMITAR - On completion of operation at present 
in progress. SKATE - In about 5 days time. VOLUNTEER - Further 
signal will be made after ships arrival at Liverpool tomorrow 
when extent of weather damage has been examined.
(2) Corvettes will be nominated in due course.
(C. in C.W.A. 241239A and 251810A to Admty.).

Senior 
Canadian 
(F.O. Oven 
seas).

Vice Admiral P.W. Nelles. C.B. R.C.N. has assumed 
duties of Senior Canadian Flag Officer (Overseas) 
to date 24th January 1944.
(S.C.N.O. London, 241238A to N.S.H.Q. Ottawa).

VINEYARD Cancel my 232013A.
French Navy will taxe over H.M. Submarine VINEYARD 
on loan.
(Head of M.II, 241320A to A.S.C.B.S.).

RAMILLIES A.M. 172218.
RAMILLIES will be attached to the second battle 
squadron and administered in accordance with 
HGO 1.
(C. in C.H.F., 241430A to RAMILLIES).

AJAX,
CALEDON,
UNDINE.

V.A.2. 232016. Subject to ship being ready intend 
to sail AJAX, CALEDON and UNDINE for Gib. p.m.28th 
Jan.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 241815A to Admty.).

Operations.
Faeroes arrivals S.O. M/S. 18 in READY with 
ORESTES.
(N.O.I.C. Faeroes, 240222A to C. in C.H.F.).
My 222006. Anticipated nate of unloading of 
J.W .56 and J.W.57> Archangel 400 tons, Murmansk 

300 tons per ship per day.
(2) 15 dry-cargo ships and one spirit tanker from J.W .56 to
proceed White Sea, but impossible at present to predict numbers 
from J.W.57.
(S.B.N.O. Polyarno, 240808A to Admty.).

Operation
"F.W."

/Request..
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Operations.
Request confirmation that no tanker has been sailed 
with J.W.56B as this will upset Russian arrange
ments for maintenance of oil fuel supply in Kola 
Inlet. My 290(?82+1 or 901) December asked for 
an additional tanker with J.W.56A.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 22+1238A to Admty.). 

Seidisfiord arrivals (Capt.(D) 3) in MILNE with MUSKETEER, 
MATCHLESS, MAHRATTA, OPPORTUNE, SCOURGE, HURON.

(A.C.I.C., 22+1 252+A to H.P.).
Situation at 22+12103A.

J.W.56B. WRESTLER, 062 degs. 20' N. 012+ degs. 20* W. ,350 degs. 
to 062+ degs. 01 ' N. thence 02+5 degs. 9 knots.

(A.C.I.C. 22+1318A to Ships).
Sailed JOSEPH N. NICOLET escorted by WALLFLOWER at 12+00A/ 

22+th to Loch Ewe routed East Faeroes and through the Minches 
E.T.A. l200A/27th. WALLFLOWER then detaching to Londonderry. 

(R.N.O. Akureyri, 22+12+35A to A.C.I.C.).
Seidisfiord departure MAHRATTA, SCOURGE.
(A.C.I.C. ,22+2002A to H.F.).
Destination of Local Escort of J.W.56B on relief by 

Destroyer Escort; WRESTLER, HONEYSUCKLE to Clyde pass East 
Faeroes. ONYX to Seidisfiord and Akureyri, my 17135U refers. 
HYDRA to Scapa pass East Faeroes.

(V.A.2, 22+2211A to WRESTLER).

War Diary

Operation 
"F.W." 
(Contd.).

Operation A.M. 192303A. Reply. Details.
"Overlord". (C. in C. Plymouth, 22+102+2 to Admty.). 
Mooring 
commitments.

"V.P." Cancel my 16162+9A December.
Operations. Carry out "V.P."

(1) Patrol AS. (2) 61 and 101A. (3) A.M.
25th January or first suitable day thereafter.

(2+) Up to 2 at S.O. discretion. (5) No. (6) No. (7) 075 degs. 
Bressay. (6) No.
(A.C.O.S., 22+1238A to Admty.).

Biscay C.T.G. 21.13 reports position at 0800Z/22+th as 2+1
A/S degs. N. 35 degs. 15* W. advancing N.N.E. speed
operations. 12 knots. Sweeping 170 miles circle as weather 

permits.
(D.O.D.(H), 22+1 22+5A to C. in C.W.A., C. in C. 
Plymouth).

VIKING diving by day is on patrol within 20 miles south 
of line joining 050 degs. 57' N. 009 degs. 17' W. and 050 degs.
51* N. 010 degs. 52’ W.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 22+1251 to AMHERST, GIFFARD).
Situation report at 22+2000A.

My 22+1253A refers. Task Group 21.13 U.S.S. CROATAN, 2+ U.S. 
destroyers* in vicinity 02+3 degs. 01' N. 032+ degs. 01’ W.
(U.S.) TaSiC Group 21.16 BLOCK ISLAND, 2+ U.S. destroyers, operating 
in vicinity 02+3 degs. 05* N. 029 degs. 30' W.
(C. in C.W.A., 22+135LA to Admty.).

/Coastal...
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Operations - Contd.
Ccastal
Force
patrols.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 241335A).

S/M
patrols.

Positions of submarines at 0800/25th and movements 
for the following 24 hours.
(A) STUBBORN and SEANYMPH as in my 191812.
(b ) SPIRIT as in my 201621.
(C) VENTURER 60 degs. 41* N. 00 degs. 19' W. for

Lerwick speed 8 knots.
(D) TELEMACHUS 63 degs. 46’ N. 00 degs. 39* E. through 62 degs. 
01' N. 01 degs. 29’ W. to Lerwick dived hy day North of 82 de&s. 
North speed on surface 10 knots.
(J) VIKING as in my 221731.
(K) UNSEEN 47 degs. 01' N. 12 degs. 54' W. dived hy day to 
northward, daily advance 120 miles.
(P.O.S. 241734A to Admty.).

Mining
My 131122A and 221945A. Operation completed. 
Check sweep of Northern Area - one mine exploded 
in sweep dragged from 070 degs. 54D buoy 4 point 
2 miles.
(p.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth, 241931A).

U-boats.
My 221713a . Cancel para.2. Report situation in 
due course.
(C. in C.W.A.,240122A to E.G.15).
My 232302. Both pairs have lost contact but are 
continuing to search in the vicinity of attacks. 
Remainder now sweeping back 090 degs.
(E.G.15» 240830A to C. in C.W.A.).

Request C.2. group may be sailed as soon as possible to 
join and support 15 E.G. C.2. are to act as a support group 
under orders of S.0.15 E.G.

(C. in C.W.A.,241033A to Cdre. D.W.A.).
Your 240950A. Position at 1100A. MAGPIE, 055 degs. 51'

N. 009 degs. 03' W. course and speed 090 degs. 12. PRESCOTT, 
ACANTHUS, CARISBROOKE CASTLE in company.
SCARBOROUGH, SCIMITAR rejoining from Donegal Bay.
PORCHESTER CASTLE, SALADIN rejoining from Eastward.
KENILWORTH CASTLE, BERKELEY CASTLE still carrying out search 
in the vicinity of attack. •
Weather 0846, 8148.
(E.G.15, 241055A to C. in C.W.A.).

Your 241035A. In view of weather intend sweep back at 
Radar distance to intercept U-boats coming out on the surface. 

(E.G.15, 241059A to C. in C.V/.A.).
Unless you are in contact search should be concentrated to 

detect and destroy U-boat on 055 degs. 21' N. 008 degs. 46' W. 
at 2236/23.
(2) It is considered that this U-boat will not be able to

Yarmouth

Search for 
U-boats by 
E.G.15 and C.2.

/proceed...
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U-boats.
proceed more than 40 miles from this position 
before surfacing to charge. Search should be 
organised accordingly, C.2 working to eastward and 
remainder to westward.
E.G.15 and C.2. report dispositions made.
(3) If contact gained at least 4 ships are to 
carry out hunt.
(C. in C.W.A., 241223A to E.G.15* 0.2.).

Sailed ST. CATHERINE, CHILLIWACK and FENNEL.
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 241310A to C. in C.W.A.).
Your 21+1223A.

Intend ST. CATHERINE, CHILLIWACK and FENNEL to patrol as unit 
clockwise in north east quadrant of 2+0 miles circle. ICARUS and 
GATINEAU as unit to patrol Irish Coast from Fanad Pt. to Malinmore 
Hd. My P.C.S. 055 degs. 24* N. 008 degs. 11' W., 257 degs. 12 
knots.

(C.2, 241555Z to C. in C.W.A.).
Your 22+1 223A para. (2).

All group rejoined spread on a line of bearing 150 degs. 330 
degs. course and speed 22+0, 10. Ships stationed 2 miles apart.
My position 055 degs. 40* N. 008 degs. 35' W. proceeding to 
sweep out area to Westwards of attack. Weather 4572, 7147* 

(E.p.15* 241600 to C. in C.W.A.).
POI^CHESTER CASTLE reports S/M sighted on the surface at 

2300 yards roughly. Dived on being illuminated. POR^CHESTER 
CASTLE was over position in 6 minutes but did not gain contact, 
pattern of Squid on doubtful contact.
Searched area all night in company with SALaDIN but found 
nothing. KENILWORTH CASTLE reports after fourth Squid attack 
heavy unexplained explosion occurred. Contact then regained on 
S/M on the bottom. Many odd noises heard which stopped after 5 
charge pattern was dropped on stationary target. Unfortunately 
no material evidence of destruction was obtained.

(E.G.15* 241601A to C. in C.W.A.).
Confirm that Asdic contact was obtained at 232005 by 

KENILWORTH CASTLE and BERKELEY CASTLE and that this was the 
U-boat (German) attacked on the bottom (?) referred to in the 
last paragraph of your 241601A.
(2) Confirm also second U-boat (German) was sighted and p\it 
down by PO^HESTER CASTLE at 232236A without further contact.

(C. in C.W.A., 241951A to E.G.15).

War Diary

Search for 
U-boats by 
E.G.15 and C.2.
(Contd.).

Casualties and Defects.
SAMUEL U-boats (German) are being hunted in O55 degs.

DEXTER, 21' N. 008 degs. 4 6 ’ W. and 055 degs. 42' N. 008
WARWICK. degs. 00’ W. Keep well clear to the North of

these positions.
(C. in C.W.A., 240138A and 240901 to WARWICK, 
VOLUNTEER, SAPPER, COTILLION).

My 231H4Z. WARV/ICK only will arrive at time stated. 
VOLUNTEER detached to reinforce escort of SAMUEL DEXTER. Request 
final destination of WARWICK be signalled my 231112+Z refers.
With capstan defective do not wish to have to anchor at Moville 
in this weather.

(WARWICK, 240800Z to Cdr. (D) W.A.).

/Destination...
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Casualties and Defects.
SAMUEL 

DEXTER, 
WARWICK.
(Contd.).

Destination of WARWICK, VOLUNTEER is Liverpool 
after talcing fuel at Moville as required.
(C. in C.W.A., 241029A to WARWICK, VOLUNTEER). 
Your 241029. Have sufficient margin of fuel 
and intend proceed direct Liverpool.
(VOLUNTEER, 241140A to C. in C.W.A.).
Arrived, fuelled, and sailed WARWICK for

Liverpool, E.T.A. 0900/25th.
(Cdre. (d ) W.A., 24l82CAto Capt.(D) Liverpool).

Destination of SAMUEL DEXTER is Belfast. My 221720 refers. 
(2) Your destination on completion of escort is Liverpool.

(C. in C.W.A. 242254A to SAPPER).
Have taken off crew of SAMUEL DEXTER in 056 degs. 19' N.

011 degs. 43* W. Master considers she will break up if bad 
weather continues. Am standing by with tug to take in tow if 
weather moderates. Request instructions.

(SAPPER, 241900A to C. in C.W.A.).
My 241900A. Have lost touch with derelict SAMUEL DEXTER. 

Wind west, force 6, am steering 098 degs. 10 knots. Request 
instructions.

(SAPPER, 242150A to C. in C.W.A.).
Continue standing by. There is possibility of brief lull 

tomorrow.
(C. in C.W.A., 242354A to SAPPER).

RAMSEY Your 231912. RAMSEY has one boiler out of action
awaiting new main steampipe which will not be 
ready before 27th.
Consider advisable defer sailing until defect 

remedied unless ship acceptable in present condition. Request 
early decision.
(N.O.I.C. Lamlash, 241212A to R.A. N.A.S.N.).

ICARUS

E.G.2
FENCER,
ACTIVITY.

Following from ICARUS. Regret further delay 
due to defective main feed pump. T.0.0.241331• 
(Cdre.(D) W.A., 241350A to C.2.).

Shipping and Convoys.
Cancel my 191146a . FENCER and ACTIVITY are to 
sail with 2nd E.G. on 28th Jan.
(C. in C.W.A., 240002A to FENCER, ACTIVITY).
It has been arranged for 2nd Escort Group to R/V 
with FENCER and ACTIVITY in 270 degs. Oversay 6 
miles at 0900A/29th. Ship are to be sailed as 
requisite to comply.
(C. in C.W.A., 242138A to N.O.I.C. Greenock).

0.N.221 Request you will sail ST. CATHERINES, GATINEAU,
and ICARUS at 1900A/24th towards 055 degs. N. 015 
degs. W. at 12 knots.
(2) Corvettes of C.2. Group are to be sailed to 
support 0.N.221. Para.6 of my 231805 refers.
(C. in C.W.A., 240059A to Cdre. (D) W.A.).

/Intend..
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Shipping and Convoys.

Intend sailing VESPER 1700A/2l|.th January to 
Moville for fuel and to overtake 0.N.221. E.T.A. 
0800A/25th.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 2Lj.1106 to Cdre. (D) W.A.). 

Sailed HEATHER and CLEMATIS for Loch Ewe portion of 0.N.221. 
(Cdre. (D) W . A . , 2Z+H+10A to Admty.).
Intend sailing VESPER 1000A/25th to overtake 0.N.221.

S.O.A. 17 knots.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 21+1812A to C. in C.W.A.).

O.S.66/ Intend sailing TEES l800A/2l+th to Moville for
K.M.S.1+0. fuel and to overtake 0.S.66/K.M.S.1+0. E.T.A.

0800A/25th.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 2i+1108A to Cdre.(D) W.A.). 

Sailed CLARKIA to comply with para.(B) of Capt (d ) 
Greenock’s 231632A.

(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 21+1306A to Cdre. D.W.A.).
My 241108A Jan. Sailed TEES.
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 21+181+OA to Cdre. D.W.A.).
Sailed MOYOLA to comply with Capt.(D)’s 231632A para.(B) as 

amended by his 21+1311+A.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 241901+A to Cdre.(D) W.A.).

0.N.S.28 NORTHERN GEM detailed and intend to sail 12+00A/
27th Jan. to Moville. E.T.A. 1000A/28th. 
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 21+1109A to Cdre. (d ) W.A.).

War Diary

0 .N. 221 
(Contd.).

M.K.P.27A Assume state Y for Yoke from dusk tonight. 
(C. in C.W.A. 21+1502A to Escort M.K.P.27A)
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24.1.19 44.Monday.

North Atlantic.
ARIADNE, Owing to damage sustained by ARIADNE on passage
weather have approved that she proceed by fair weather
damage. route through all positions Nopth and West 032

degs. 15* 040 degs. 00* to Bermuda, S. of A. 18 
knots thence proceeding to Norfolk (Va) at 21 
knots. Sails Horta 1300B/24th. Please inform 

necessary authorities if you approve.
(3.B.N.O. Azores, 240310Z to Admty. etc.). (D.O.D.(h ), 241235A to 
Cinclant etc.). Sailed 1420Z/24 (S.B.N.O. Azores, 241550Z).

Air Gib. Opsum. 23rd Jan. Pt. 2 and final.
Report. (g ) South of 36.10 N. and E. of 07.30 W. of

92/112 at 1115 FBSH 43.00 sighted fresh half mile 
oil streak seemingly from 5 disturbed areas each 

200 ft. diam., vicinity of attack by 111-132 on 22nd Jan.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E., 241540A).

Spanish
shipping
protection
in event of
German
attack.

My 222001. Capt. Rotaeche of Spanish Navy seconded 
for duty as Under Secretary Ministry of Marine, has 
gradually been offering increasing resistance to 
German influence. He wishes to impress Spanish 
Government with low percentage of losses of ships 
in convoy. Heretofore he has had to obtain German 
consent to all voyages of Spanish ships. He now 
desires to discontinue this. Grateful if you can 
supply some figures.
(B.N.A. Madrid, 241731A to D.N.I.).

CHITRAL C. in C.E.F's. 020645* CHITRAL, due Gibraltar
Feb. 1st with M.K.F.28 is to be sailed to 
Halifax Nova Scotia.
(2) B.A.D. is requested to obtain Cominch's 

approval for her inclusion in G.U.S.29 and to arrange for her to 
be detached as convenient to Halifax.
(D.O.D.(F), 241911A to F.0.G.M.A.,B.A.D.).

F.O.G.M.A. Have re-embarked in ANTELOPE. Last B.N. number 
ANTELOPE received ashore was 472 B.N.

(F.O.G.M.A. in ANTELOPE, 2423050 to F.O.G.M.A.).

South Atlantic.
LANING U.8.S. LINING attacked possible submarine contact
U/B attacked. 016 degs. 21* 019 degs. 19* at 1900Z/24.

Contact lost, escort rejoining.
(C.T.G. 21.4, 241955Z to F.G.C.W.A.).
(F.0.C:W.A.,242103 to Admty.).
W.D. Note: Letter gives longitude as 11 degs. 19* W
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Mediterranean.

Landing in Anzio Area -  Operation "Shingle11.

Sailed N.A.M. 3 at 1800/23 E.T.A. X-ray 0900/24 
N.A.M. 4 at 0001/24 E.T.A. X-ray 1500/24 N.A.S.2 
(6 L .C . I . (L )  with 3 pontoons) to Peter speed un
known.
2. Intend sa i l in g  N.A.3. 3 (HORNPIPE, EDENSHAW with 
2 pontoon barges; about midnight to Peter a l 30 

N.A.S. 4 (identity  of convoy) at 0700/24 E.T.A. X-ray 0400/25. 
N.A.F. 2 (x'HRUSTEK and G«S« THEMI3T0CLE3*) about 0800/24 speed 
15 knots. 3. A l l  routed George. 4. M.L. 338 leaves Ischia 0700/ 
24 fo r  Peter.
(F .O .W .It. 240018A to C.T.F. 81, (R) 3 .0 .Force P . )
* See 241252A.

Convoys fo r  
X. and P. 
Areas •

303,

359,
427,

My 240018. Composition of N.A.M. 
360 with L .C . I . (L ) s  216, 215, 213 
(F .O .W .It. 240035A.)
Convoy N .A .3. 3 sailed 0001/24th. 
384, 197, 349, 328, 418, 379, 358 
160 and 304*
(F.O.W.It. 240159A.)

3, L.3.TS. 8, 322, 361, 349 
, 2, 3, 4, 9, 11, 14, 212*

L.S.Ts. 410, 415, 352,
, 377 , 412 , 420 , 348 , 303,

JERVIS, 
survivors 
of JANUS.

3 .0 .Force P ’ s 232115. Have 5 o ff ice rs  and 77 
ratings survivors. 2 su rg ica l cases (c o t ) .  E.T.A. 
boom 1530.
(Capt. D.14 240954A to N .O .I.C . Naples.)

N.A.F. 2 fo r  THEMISTOCLES read FAULKNOR. Intend 
sa il in g  N.A.M. 5 at 241700 E.T.A. 250800. Escort 
shipping, TWOSJEP, 2 P.C* Codeword ’’Muriel" 216.

N .A .F .2.

/■rt * .— 91 " . -T* “  7 ~ o w u c w u r u  fflUI'iei Y
(? .O.rf.It# 241252A to 3 .0 .Force P, C.T.F. 81.)

Attacks on Hospital ship LEINSTER h it 1621, confirm position
Hospital Ship 41.19 N. 12.36 E. Ship on f i r e .  position
LEINSTER (LEINSTER No T .0-0/24 to A l l  sh ip s . )
damaged. Intercept 1754 G.M.T. to P .S .T .O .A lg iers  from

amluianceShl^ i iJfh?3J fR* .̂Recfiyed h it on water 
in s t ru c t io n s^ ^ fa s te r f110tura  ̂ <*a"Mge. Awaiting 
(Humber Radio 241748.)

Intercept 1727 G.M.T. Getting f i r e  under control. (Ends.) 
Acknowledged by Lands End Radio. ^  a ;
(Ormesby Radio 241829.)

p o s i t i S H l f l l  hI 4 ! / 36 ' ! '  3hlP 1ED,3TEfi b° " « * b hit
(Humber Radio 241848.)

ST. ANDREW. o.O.o. Hospital ship SAINT ANDREW being contin- 
ua lly  bombed la t .  40.19 N. long, l g . l e l .
(ST. ANDREW No T.0.0/&4.)

Hospital =shin haS bef n^read: AH  ships from ST. ANDRiANDREv* corrected position 4 1 . 1 0  1 9 . i? 
(Burnham Radio No T.O.0/24 to Adraty.) 3 36 E*

/ST. DAVID...
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Hospital ship 3T. DAVID sunk, am itoine to her 
assistance.
(LEINSTER 241o56 Q..-..T. to Malta Radio.)
Intercept 1909 G.M.T. Prom hospital ship 8T. 
ANDREW. Hospital ship ST. DAVID sunk in 41.10 N. 

12.si E. We are picking up survivors. Master.
(Humber Radio S42011 3.S.T. to Admty.)

Have been bombed three times and ship badly shaken. Have 
now completed picking up survivors and wounded from hospital ship 
ST. DAVID which has been bombed and sunk. I am proceeding to 
Naples.

(ST. ANDREW 242055 G.M.T. to Algiers.)
Proceeding to Naples with 100 survivors of ST. DAVID. 
(LEINSTER 242105 to Malta /'£• )
equest whether any additional assistance is required for 

hospital ship attacked near beach.
(F.OF,7. It. 242247 to G.T.P. 81, (R) 3.0.Force P.)
In tonights air attaches hospital ship 3T. DAVID was sunk and 

LEINSTER ani. 3T. ANDREW were damaged. Reouest all necessary
action be taken and those responsible added to list of war criminals.

(C- in C«Med. at Naples 242240 to Admty.)

ST. DAVID 
sunk.

Weather. In Naples, wind is expected to persist W.N.’V. force
4 until 0700. After midday wind is expected to in
crease to 3. • force 7 which will bring premative 
disturbed weather for probably one week.
(C. in C.Med. 241843a  to C.T.p.81, 3.0.Force P,
(R) P.O.v.It. C.3.15.)

ORION,
SPARTAN,
DIDO.

Naples F.0.15th G.3. in ORION arrives at Anzio 
a.m. tomorrow 25th for 6un support duties.
2. 3PARTAN and DIDO remain at Naples at short notice.
(C. in C.Med. in Naples 241848a  to C.T.F.81.) 
My 2^1848 para. 2 for DIDO read PENELOPE.
(C* in C.Med. in Naples 242340A.)

Situation Operation "Shingle'*, Sitrep.
Reports. 1. First Echelon completed unloading 0800/24 except

Liberty ships which are approx* 15% unloaded.
2. Bridgehead consolidated, little contact with 
enemy.

3. First flight of follow up, 18 L.S.Ts. sailed 2359/23 after re
loading at Naples.

P* Beaches now closed. All unloading at Anzio and X.Beach.
.wind southwest 5 at present forbids beach maintenance. Anzio 
capacity 1 L.8.T. per hour subject to improvement later. JANUS 
sunk by aircraft torpedo 1819/23. B magazine blew up. Casualties 
feared heavy. 5 officers, 77 men saved by JERVIS. Other ships 
known to have recovered a few more. Captain feared lost.

I
/6.



MOST SECRET.
381

War D iary* 2 4 .1 .1 9 4 4 . Monday.___
FOREIGN STATIONS.

M e d ite r ra n e a n .
L anding  in  A nzio  A rea O p e ra t io n  "3 h in _ le"<

S i t u a t i o n  R e p o r ts .  ( C o n td .)
j. JERVIS h i t  by G lid e r  bomb T  ̂[amaged a s  f a r  'as fo rw a rd  b u lk h e a ame tim e . Bows x  m ag az in e .No c a s u a l t i e s .  R e tu rn ed  to  N aples^  a t  9 k n o ts .

7 . A t ta c k in g  fo rm a tio n  o f  f i f t y  was i n t e r c e p t e d  on way in  by 5 S p i t f i r e s  in  E lb a  a r e a .  6 s h o t  down.No i n t e r c e p t i o n s  a t  tim e  o f  a t t a c k .  C o n d it io n  was l a t e  dusK w i th  1 0 /1 0  c lo u d  a t  1000 f e e t .  G l id e r  bomb o b se rv e d  to  come th ro u g h  c lo u d  b a s e .  O nly one to rp e d o  a i r c r a f t  s e e n .8 . F i r e  s u p p o r t  c r u i s e r s  w i th  e x c e p t io n  o f  B ro o k ly n  w ith d raw n  from  '‘S h in g le '*  a r e a  owing t o  l a c k  o f  t a r g e t s .  S h ip s  s ta n d in g  by i n  N a p le s . ORION r e t u r n i n g  by d a y l ig h t  2 5 th .
9. D e s t r o y e r s  m a in ta in e d  f i r e  on T e r r a c in a  -  Form ia Road n ig h t  2 3 ra /2 4 th  and c o n tin u e d  to d a y . MAURITIUS t a k in g  on from  1 6 0 0 /2 4 th10. BULOLO e x p e c te d  to  le a v e  a r e a  p.m . to d a y .(C» i n  C.Med. 241858A to  A dm ty .)S i t u a t i o n  r e p o r t  280.
1. O p e ra t io n  " S h in g le " .  U n lo ad ing  c o n t in u e s  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y  o v e r  b e a c h e s  and th ro u g h  A nzio  w here w reck  c le a r a n c e  i s  p r o g r e s s in g  w e l l .  P ( c o r r u p t - g ro u p ) b ea ch e s  w h ich  have been  fo u n d  d i f f i c u l t  now c lo s e d .
C o ast ro a d  betw een  F o rm ia  and T e r r a c in a  b lo c k e d  by  bom bardm ent ana bombing ( c o r r u p t  g ro u p )  s h e l l e d  F o rm ia  a r e a  a .m . 2 4 th  J a n u a ry .
2 . JERVIS was a l s o  damaged fo rw a rd  d u r in g  g l i d e r  bomb a t t a c k  p .m . 2 3 rd  J a n u a ry . No c a s u a l t i e s .  My 232036 p a r a .  1 r e f e r s .3. One P .T . and 2 M .T .B s. engaged  n o rth b o u n d  convoy o f  4 F- L ig h te r s  s o u th  o f  Vada Rock a t  0 2 0 0 /2 4 th . Many h i t s  r e p o r te d  on l i g h t e r s  and  one e s c o r t i n g  S—B oat s e t  on f i r e .  Heavy ex ch an g e  o f  g u n f i r e .  No c a s u a l t i e s  o r  dam age to  o u r  c r a f t .
4 . H o s p i ta l  s h ip s  o f .  DAVID and  LEINSTER w ere a t ta c k e d  by a i r c r a f t  i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  041° 1 5 ’ N. 012° 3 0 ' E. p .m . 2 4 th  J a n u a ry  th e  fo rm e r  was ainx and l a t t e r  dam aged c a s u a l t i e s  n o t  y e t  known.5. TROUBRIDGE and  TEA2ER c a r r i e d  o u t p a t r o l  o f  I t a l i a n  c o a s t  s o u th  o f  Ancona d u r in g  n ig h t  2 2 n d /2 3 rd  b u t saw n o th in g .(C* in  C.Med. 242236A to  F .O .L .E .M . Admty. e t c . )

KEMPENFELT. Be p re p a re d  to  s l i p  a t  0 8 00 A /2 5 th  when G.O.C. 1 5 th  Army G roup*and 9 ( ? o th e r )  o f f i c e r s  b a rk e d  to  (? p ro c e e d )  A nz io .
(C . in  C.Med. in  N ap les  241858A to  KEMPENFELT.)

C. in  have em-

V i s i t  o f  
G . 0 .  C.

G e n e ra l A lex an d e r a n x io u s  to  v i s i t  A nzio  tom orrow . G r a te f u l  i f  you c o u ld  in fo rm  me by 0630 i f  la n d in g  from  d e s t r o y e r  w i l l  be p o s s i b l e .(C. in  C.Med. i n  N ap les  241941A to  C .T .F . 8 1 .)

URCHIN. E .T .A . ftp AN) ( c o r r u p t  g ro u p )  2315A.(URCHIN 242134A to  3 - 0 . F o rce  P , (R) ULSTER.)

WAINwRIGHi. C. i  *F. 8 1 ‘ s 242023 (N.T* i n  W .R.) i s  b e in g  p a s s e d  to  yo u . No re p la c e m e n t a v a i l a b l e  u n le s s  you c a n  now s p a re  U .3 .D . WAINWRIGHT.
(C. i n  C.Med. F l e e t  a t  N ap les 242255 to  U .3 .S . DUNCAft

/U r c h in . . .
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URCHIN. Your 242023. Regret no fleet destroyers available
except URCHIN now on her way to you.
(C. in C.Med. at Naples 242314A to C.T.F. 81.)

BLENCATHRA,ROYAL
ULSTERMAN,

BRUISER,
PRIN3ES
BEATRIX.

Sail at 250100 by Q.B.B. 238 and route G. to 
X. transport area.
2* Speed 14 knots, E.T.A. 0900.
3. ROYAL ULSTERMAN pass route to escort.4. Codeword "Cushion*’ 324.5. L.3•I.(M) required to lift L.C.A. to Naples. 
(F.O.W.It. 242306A to BLENCATHRA, ROYAL ULSTERMAN, (7BRUISER), PRINSE3 BEATRIX. (R) 
C.T.F. 81, 8.0.Force P, C. in C.Med.)

General.
Air reports. Daily opsum 271A. 330 24 Jan.

22/23 January. 7 Liberators, 6 Halifaxes attacked Piraeus Harbour Greece. 1 Halifax returned early. 
Results generally unobserved owing to cloud and 

haze over target area. 2 fires seen. 125 x 500 lbs.
23 Jan. 4 Beaufighters anti shipping R/C off Southern Greece. 
Attacked 1 M.L. and 2 caiques of 80 and 150 tons respectively.All on beach at (?Koronin, many cannon strikes on caique and launch badly damaged by bomb. 1 200 ton schooner attacked at Kalmata, numerous strikes with cannon, near miss with bomb. 
Vessel left burning fiercely. 2 Baltimores (A.30) anti shipping 
R/C south western Aegean attacked 1 60 ton caique East of 
Scarpanto. Bombs and M/G. Bombs missed, many M/G strikes. 6 Beaufighters attacking shipping Kos Harbour. 3 bombs feel among 
6 caiques of 100 tons and cannon strikes were scored, results not observed.
(H. Q.R.A.F.M.E. 241025Z.)

M.3. 2461. A.F. 370, 24 January. Med. Allied Air Forces 
Opsum 337. M.A. Tactical A.F. 23 Jan.
10 Kittyhawks attacked 3 schooners San Benedetto. 9 x 1000, 5 x 
500, 8 x 250 general purpose. 1 schooner sunk. (?10 or 30) 
Spitfires, 20 Macchi 205 flew offensive patrols Yugoslavia coastal 
waters. 1 schooner set on fire off Hvar Island. 94 Spitfires*
81 U.3 .Spitfires, 240 U.S.Warhawks flew patrols of beaches and

^gea approaches.
Mediterranean Allied Coastal Air Force. 21 Jan. (add.)
6 U.3* Mitchells attacked 10,000 ton merchant vessel escorted by 2 corvettes, 3 smaller craft, heading south-west off Hyeres Island.3 strings of bombs burst forward on bow.

(M.A.A.F. Adv., 241733A.)

/m .E....
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M e d ite r ra n e  an .
A ir  r e p o r t s *  M.E. B a lk an  S i t r e p  No. 69.(G o n td .) 5. A ir  Ops* A. Bombing. 22 J a n u a ry .23 K it ty h a w k s » 12 T h u n d e r b o l t s , 8 M acchi 205s a n t i  s h ip p in g  s t r i k e  Y ug o slav  C o a s ta l  W aters san k  one M/V 1 ,5 0 0  to n s  damaged one a t  T r o g i r  s c o re d  4 d i r e c t  bomb h i t s  5000 to n  v e s s e l  n o r th  o f  Z a ra  c a u s in g  s e v e re  dam age. 19 S p i t f i r e s  a n t i  s h ip p in g  R/C D alm a tio n  C o a s t w i th o u t  i n c i d e n t .  A l l  above a i r c r a f t  o f  N .A .A .F .(C. in  C .M .E. 2 4 1 9 4 5 .)

SOKOL. Leave p a t r o l  p .m . to d ay  2 4 th  p a s s in g  c lo s e  w e s tw ard  o f  K in a ro s  and  K a n d e liu s a  to  a r r i v e  i n  035° 3 7 ' 027° 3 7 ' a t  0 3 0 1 /2 6 th  th e n c e  on s r f e c e  a t  8 k n o ts  th ro u g h  034° 0 3 ' 031° 5 8 ’ t o  a r r i v e  B e i r u t  a t  0 7 1 5 /2 8 th .(C ap t. 3 .1  241202B to  SOKOL.)See a l s o  241444B.

TORBAY,SOKOL. TORBAY p ro c e e d  to  p a t r o l  Tenedos and Cape B ab ac lo s  to  T u rk is h  t e r r i t o r i a l  w a te r s .  O b je c t  i n t e r c e p t i o n  o f S3. ELBOWCAY w hich may le a v e  I s t a n b u l  soo n . 2* SOKOL O .R .P ., rem a in  on p a t r o l  to  w estw ard  o f 026° 01* u n t i l  2301 t o n i g h t  2 4 th . Thence p ro ce ed  in  a c c o rd a n c e  w ith  my 241202 .(C a p t. S . 1 241444B to  TORBAY, SOKOL.)

German S h ip p in g  ex I s t a n b u l .
R ef. te le p h o n e  c o n v e r s a t io n  1245 G.M.T. to d a y  conf i r m  t h a t  4 German c r a f t  p a s s e d  I s t a n b u l  in  t r a n s i t  from  B lack  Sea t o  A egean 1230 G.M.T. 2 4 th . MOSEL and RHEIN 44 n e t  to n n ag e  77 g ro s s  to n n ag e  sp e e d  12 to  15 k n o ts  a r e  e x a c t l y  s i m i l a r  cons t r u c t i o n  to  EM3 w i th  d eck  c a rg o  t im b e r  (my 131645 and my 131730C r e f e r s . )  LEONORE D utch  SCHUYT ty p e  39 g ro s s  to n nage sp eed  ab o u t 6 k n o ts  ALMA KRUSE sm a ll  Danube m o to r l i g h t e r  48 g ro s s  to n n ag e  sp e e d  a b o u t 6 k n o ts .

2 . I f  c r a f t  rem ain  i n  company n o t  e x p e c te d  th e y  ca n  a r r i v e  C an n ak ale  b e f o r e  0830 G.M.T. 2 5 th . MOSEL and RHEIN may go ahead  in  w hich  ca.3e th e y  co u ld  p ro b a b ly  a r r i v e  a t  C annakale  by 2400 G.M .T. 2 5 th . RHEIN and MOSEL w ere to w in g  th e  o th e r  2 when c r a f t  e n te r e d  Sea o f  M arm ara.
( 3 .0 .1 .  I s t a n b u l  241520C to  B .N .A .A n k ara , (R) F * 0 .L e v a n t, E.Med.C ap t. S• 1 , D .N .I . )

MALINSS. Your 021138 Ja n  ( r e q u e s t in g  MALINE3 may be r e ta in e d  u n t i l  March o r  A p r i l  ’4 4 ) .  A pproved to  r e t a i n  t i l l  A p r i l  p ro v id e d  no in c r e a s e  i n  p e rs o n n e l w i l l  be r e q u i r e d .
(D .O .D .(F ) A pproved by A .C .N .S .(F )  on O.D. 1 2 59 /4 3  241741A to  F .O .L .E .M .)

UNTIRING. P a t r o l  i n  v ic in ity  o f  055° J .  34 m ile s  u n t i l  f u r t h e rn o t i c e .  T a rg e t  i3  f i r s t  w ord in  " C r y s ta l  2 " .(C a p t. 3 .1 0  241753A to  UNTIRING.)

/ T r a f f i c . . .
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Mediterranean. - Gontd.

Resume normal traffic to Algiers. My 220142 4-73B. 
Continue to minimise to Naples.
(C. in C.Med. 241802 to Med. Station 480B, Admty.)

EMILE BERTIN. Your 131548 and F.O.C.W.Af.'s 201140.
In view of A.M. 221700 (special restricted dis
tribution.) EMILE BERTIN should remain in W. 
Africa as requested by F.O.C.W.Af. unless there is 

an immediate operational requirement for her in the Mediterranean. 
(D.O.D.(F) Approved V.C.N.3. on O.D.1035/44 241851A to C. in C. Med. )
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24.1. 1944. 
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East Indies.
U/B disposition. My 230341 refers. Area F.
U/B attacked 1330Z/22nd Jan again sighted and 
attacked in 014° 13’ N. 081° 05’ E. at 0543Z/23rd 
Jan. Scale of air escort remains Z. Other areas. 
No fresh information. No changes in scale of 
air escort.
(C. in O.E.F. 240304 to S. & A., E.I. Station.)

MAIDSTONE will be ready to leave Alexandria for 
Eastern Fleet about 29th Jan.
(2) Request QUILLIAM,QUEENBOROUGH and RAIDER may 
be ordered to provide through escort to Ceylon. 
Admty. 302331 Dec. and F.O.L.E.M's 081932 Jan. 
refer. Short delay in arrival of MAIDSTONE is 
acceptable.
(C. in O.E.F. 240614Z to Admty.)

My 240614. Request early confirmation of the dates on which 
MIDSTONE, QUILLAM, QUEENBOROUGH and RAIDER will be ready to sail from Alexandria.

(C. in O.E.F. 240617Z to F.O.L.E.M.)
Capt. (D) 4 221012 and my 240614. Request MIDSTONE be 

sailed not later 8th Feb. Destroyers will complete working up 
after arrival in Ceylon.

(C. in G.E.F. 241613Z to F.O.L.E.M.

Attack on 
U/B.
23 Jan.

MAIDSTONE,
QUILLIAM,
QUEENBOROUGH,
RAIDER.

Part 2 of our A.0.83 24 Jan.
23 Jan. 19 U.3. Liberators (B.24) attacked ship
ping Mergui area. 2 small vessels sunk, 1 large 
vessel believed hit.
(H.Q., A .0., S.E.A.241301Z.)

Your 171531 Jan. Expected you will have a total 
of 24 fleet destroyers in Feb. and March with an 
operational strength of up to 20.
2. Regretted that the 4 "P" class destroyers 
could not be refitted before joining your Flag but 

this was unavoidable. 3. It appears that on occasion some delay 
to troop transports may have to be accepted, when need for their 
early arrival is not vital, in order that two groups should sail 
in company and thus conserve your escort resources. 4. Suggesti 
in your para.4 is concurred in. 5. Your para. 5. Date for this 
move is not yet firm but it is not intended that the Battle Fleet 
should be immobilised. In the event of escort reinforcements 
not reaching you before this move takes place it may be necessary 
for you to reduce still further the scale of A/S escort.
(D.O.D. (F) Approved V.CiF.S. 241740A to C. in O.S.F.)

Air
report.

Shortage of 
Destroyers.
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

SABRE 
(ex - P.C. 

1284).

America and West Indies.
Your 220243* Signal letters allocated to SABRE 
(F.S.) m z j r .
(D.S.D.,241134A to B.A.D.).

V.A. Nelles. Vice Admiral P.W. Nelles C.B. R-C.N. has 
assumed duties of Senior Canadian Flag Officer 
(Overseas) to date 24th January 1944.
(Admty. 241238A to N.S.H.Q.).

U.S. troop
ships for 
Oran.

Your 211935.
Confirm that arrangements have been made for 
GENERAL ANDERSON to be escorted direct to Oran. 
(2) Regretted that limited Mediterranean escort 
resources do not permit undertaking this 
commitment permanently.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 241625A to Cominch).

Ex-Allied
Merchant
ships.

Discussion with European Allied Governments as 
to disposal of ex-Allied merchant ships which may 
be recaptured in the course of operations for 
liberation of Europe.
(Dominions Office, 241700 to Newfoundland).

Convoy
cycles.

Adverse weather conditions resulting in increased 
weather damage and reduced layover are such that 
longer periods in harbour at St. John's are
considered necessary.

(2) Suggest that difficulty might be overcome by advancing 
sailing date of O.N. and O.N.S. convoys by two days thus cutting 
down layover in Londonderry and benefitting St. John's Nlfd. by 
a like amount.
(3) Adoption of para.2. would eliminate necessity of adding 
another mid-ocean group and also benefit W.E.P. cycle which has 
been adversely affected by late arrivals of O.N. and O.N.S. 
convoys.
(N.S.H.Q. 241730Z to Admty.).

ROWLEY,
RUPERT-

At 1030Q/25th Jan. ROWLEY (B.D.E.95) and RUPERT 
(B.D.E.96) depart Boston Gate in company en-route 
Londonderry. (Route). Speed 19 knots. E.T.A. 
2000Z/2nd Feb.
(C.T.G. 02.1, 241930 to Admty.).

KILDWICK,
KILKF.NNIE.

KILDWICK and KILKENNIE (B.E.C. 6 and 8) departed 
1800Z today for Freetown same route. My 201510. 
"Chop" l800/30th Jan. E.T.A. 1500/3rd Feb. S.of 
A. 12. KILCHATTa N and KILDARY delayed repairing 
parts.
(N.O.B. Trinidad, 241943 to F.O.C.W.A.).

Convoy
C.K.1.

U.S.S. THREAT, TIDE, P.C.1261, P.C.484, P.C.1176

/and...
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America and West Indies.
Convoy 

C.K.1.
(Contd.).

and KEWAYDIN escorting convoy C.K.1 expected 
time of departure Buoy 2 at Charleston" 1500Q/25 
for U.K. via Beyiefa and Horta. Routeing 
accordance Comt.enthf leet 111821. Speed 7.
E.T.A. Bermuda entrance Buoy 1200Q/30th Jan. 
(U.S.S. THREAT, 242025 to Comeastseafron, N.O.B. Bermuda).

F.O.N.F. F.O.N.F. has taken over the duties fcnierly
carried out by N.O.I.C. St. Johns Nfla. Request 
necessary signal publications may be amended 
and other authorities be informed as requisite. 
(N.S.H.Q., 242130Z to Admty.).

EBERLE EBERLE when ready 30th Jan. proceed Hampton Roads
report Cotclant as Flagship U.G.S. 32 scheduled 
depart 3rd Feb. When directed by Task Force 
Commander after arrival Casablanca about 20th 
Feb* report Com. 8th Fleet for temporary duty. 
(Cinclant, 2421'5& to U.S.S. EBERLE).

F.A.C.S., For: Eisenhower.
S.C.A.F. From: Combined Chiefs of Staff,
messages. Following procedure is set up for handling

communications between Supreme Commander, Allied 
Expeditionary Force and Combined Chiefs of Staff.
A new series of cables Known as F.A.C.S. ,S.''ĵ .C.F. 

is hereby established. This is F.A.C.S. 1 for General Eisenhower 
from Combined Chiefs of Staff. Your next cable to Combined 
Chiefs of Staff after receipt of this message should be 
designated as S.C.A.F.1.
(War, Washington, 242206Z to S.H.A.E.F. London).

ERICSSON, ERICSSON, KEARNY when ready 30th Jan. and 4th
KEARNY. Feb. respectively proceed Gibraltar report Com.

8th Fleet for temporary duty on arrival. 
(Cinclant, 242215 to U.S.S. KEARNY, ERICSSON).

Australia and New Zealand.
Digest 3. Early hours patrol Liberator attacked medium
serial No. Freighter towing one barge 85 miles West Hew
734, Jan 23rd. Hanover heading towards Lorengau. One near miss 

brought freighter to standstill claimed damaged, 
same aircraft also saw second unidentified ship 
several barges same vicinity.

/(4) One...
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Australia and New Zealand.
Digest (4) One hour later Navy Catalina attacked single
serial No. possible destroyer 65 miles east Lorengau headed 
734, Jan 23rd. thereto silencing A/A.
(Contd.). (5) Earlier Navy Catalina attacked single

destroyer 30 miles North East Wewak heading towards 
Wewak. Bombs missed, two straffing runs made 
firing deck amidshios.
(G.H.Q.,S.W.P.A.,2400646).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
For 24 hours tĉ  0900Z/24th Jan.
Para.A. (1) POIjbHESTER CASTLE sighted submarine 
on surface whicn dived A/S contact obtained and 
attacked at 2136/23 in 55 degs. 21’ N. 08 degs.
46’ W.
(2) KENILWORTH CASTLE and BERKELEY CASTLE hunted 

A/S contact at 1905/23 in 55 degs. 1+2* N. 08 degs. 00’ W.
Para.B. (1) CALDER sighted periscope near convoy and good contact 
attacked at 1522/23 in 35 degs. 30’ N. 07 degs. 00’ W.
(2) A/C attacked U-boat at 1330/22 in I k  degs. 43* N. 80 degs. 
25’ E.
Para.C. (1) A/C attacked submerged object at 0600/23 in 14 degs. 
13* N. 81 degs. 05’ E.
(D.D.I.C.,241136A to Cominch, N.S.H.Q.).

Sub. attack 
and sighting 
summary.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated position.
(D.D.I.C. 241436a , 241437a ).
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1(a) At 0800 today Convoy J.W.56A was about 60 
miles S. by E. of Bear Island; and at 1400A Capt. D.26 reported that he was being shadowed 
by three or possibly four U-Boats.
(b) At 0800 Convoy J.W.56B was about 90 miles S. by W. of Seidisfiord. BERWICK, having repaired three of her four defective dynamos at 
Seidisfiord since 23rd January, reported herself fit for sea at 1828A today.

2. At 1223Z today VERSATILE of Escort Group B.7 
escorting Convoy H.X.275 sighted and attacked a U-Boat about 250 miles W. by s. of Cape Clear 
and 12 miles of the starboard beam of the Convoy. 
VIDETTE Joined her in a creeping attack until 144lz 
when contact was lost; and both ships are to 
remain in the area until dusk tomorrow.

Owing to sickness among the Staff, Situation 
Reports for Foreign Stations for this daTe 
are incomplete or missing. ~

x
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Policy.
Your 241048 December. Our policy in broadcasting- 
batches of names from the list of U/B commanders, 
whose boats are known to be sunk, is to arouse 
speculation and gossip amongst U/B men and their 
relations as to the extent to which our knowledge 
is incomplete, and to stimulate such persons to a 

competitive pessimism in adding other names to our list.
2. It should be emphasised that we have only included the names 
of which we are quite sure and that we intend to make additions 
as and when Ps.W. provide the relevant information.
*3. The list of U/B commanders (180 to date) is following by bag. 
(A.C.N.S. Uff. 251349A to Ad. Pisher, Moscow.)

Broadcasts 
of U/B 
casualties.

Spanish B.N.A. Madrid 221207. I consider it to be most
Pishing undesirable Spanish trawlers should be allowed to
Pleet. fish in this area for following reasons:-

(A) Interference with night A/S operations of 19 
Group. (B) The area lies athwart the direct 
approach and departure route to and from Plymouth 

giving every opportunity for reporting movements of our ships and 
A/C. There is very good reason to believe the former was done in 
the spring of last year. ALM/EWD 01380/42 dated 15th February 
1943 concerns CHICHAI and CHICHAI II and my number PLY 1394/1 
dated 14th April 1943 refers.
2. I request therefore that proposal be strongly resisted.
(C. in 0. Plymouth.251812A to Admty., H.Q.C.C. )

Operations.
Good asdic ontact obtained in 055° 43’ 30” N. 
(?007°) 54’ W. at 2224 and hunted inconclusively 
in deteriorating weather. Intend search vicinity 
for rest night. Weather 3442 7269.
■(0.2 250252Z to C. in G.W.A.)

Sailed ICARUS to join e .G.15 and C.2.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 251035A to C.2, E.G.15.)
Return to base.
(C. in C.W.A. 251205A to E.G.15.)
SALADIN arrived.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 251735A to C. in C.W.A.)
1. It is intend to continue special anti u/B measure in 

approaches to North Channel when weather moderates.
2. Report as soon as known if any Asdic, Radar, H/F D/P, or other 
important defects in ships of 15th E.G. will not be repaired by 
1600A tomorrow at which time group will probably be required to 
sail for further operations.
3. On return to Moville SCARBOROUGH is to take over S.0.15 E.G. 
P0RCHESTER CASTLE is to join B.l group and start boiler cleaning 
forthwith.(C. in C.W.A. 251736A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

GATINEAU sailed.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 251835A to C.2, E.G.15.)
KEATS is to be sailed A.M. tomorrow for Moville to join 15th

Escort Group. .(C. in C.W.A. 251856A to Capt. D. Belfast.)
/Arrived. ••

Search for 
U/Bs.
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Operations.
Search for Arrived MAGPIE, SCIMITAR, PORCHESTER CASTLE,
U/Bs. KENILWORTH CASTLE, CARISBROOKE CASTLE, SCARBOROUGH,
(Contd.) ACANTHUS, BERKELEY CASTLE and PRESCOTT.

(Cdre. I>. W.A. 252255A to C. in C.W.A.)
My 251736A. Para.3. Cancel reference to S.0.15th 
E.G. Commander Leggassick R.N.R. is to take over 

S.O. 15th E.G. temporarily vice Majendie who is to assume command 
of B.l E.G. Commander Leggassick is to be accommodated in 
KENILWORTH CASTLE and should embark before ship sails tomorrow.
My 251836A refers.
(C. in C.W.A. 252256A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

Operation Group 7. Sailed Dvina Roads 0920A less GEORGE
p.W. WEEMS still repairing. Escorts HUSSAR, HALYCON,

and 2 Soviet sweepers to be reinforced by 2 more 
destroyers and 2 Hunter craft off Ponoi. S.O.A.
9-g- knots. My 191657 refers.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 250943B to S.B.N. 0.North Russia. 

Not met at hundred fathom line. Am returning, passing
/

position"Charles"at noon.
(SCOURGE 251105A to Capt. D.3.)
J.W. 56A being shadowed by 3 possibly 4 S/Ms. My P.C.S.

(? 37.00, 12.13 070°) 10 knots. Weather 8597 1375.
(Capt. D.26 251400A to C.S.l.)
BORAGE arrived.
(Cdre. D.W.A. -251545A to C.S.l.)
C.S.l. 231333A. BERWICK has now 3 dynamos in serviceable 

condition. Repairs to 4th expected to be completed p.m.27th. 
Consider BERWICK is fit for sea.

(BERWICK 251828A to V.A.2.)Following from Jan Mayen T.0.0. 251140Z. J.U.88 crossing
island 1100, course S.E.

(A.C.I.C. 251830A to Admty.)Seidis Fjord arrival SCOURGE, MAHRATTA, WESTCOTT, WHITEHALL. 
(A.C.I.C. 251944A toH.F.)Confirm that tanker did not repeat not sail with J.W.56B, 

owing to engine defects.2. Intend to sail tankers SAIT AMBROSIO and BRITISH VALOUR with 
fuel oil in J.W.57. Your 241238A refers.

(D.T.D. 252350A to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)

S/M Request you will sail SCEPTRE from Lerwick at
Patrols. 1800A/26th through 090° Muckle Flugga 10 miles

and route Orange to 064° 05’ thence through 064° 
25’ 008° 30' to patrol in accordance with S.M. 
04318/657 dated 21st January.
(Capt. 3.9 251001A to S.O. S/M. Lerwick.)

S/Ms. are to leave patrol for Lerwick to arrive 30th January 
as follows:- (l) STUBBORN as requisite to pass through 064° 43’ 
006° 00* E. at 1800A/28th thence through 064® 36’ 004° 25' E. 
and route "Orange".
(2) SEA NYMPH as requisite to pass through 065° 30’ 005° 45* at 
0001A/29th, thence by route "Orange".

(Capt. S.9 251003A to S/Ms.)

/Position..
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O p e ra t io n s .

P o s i t i o n  o f  S/Ms. a t  0800A/26 and movements f o r  
f o l l o w in g  24 h ou rs . (A )  S3ANYMFH, STUBBORN,
S P IR IT  as in  my 241734. (B ) TELEMACHUS p ro b a b ly
on th e  s u r fa c e  a p p roa ch in g  S h e tlan d  from  Northw ard  
(F .O .S .  251701 to  A d m ty .)
P o l io w in g  i s  f o r e c a s t  o f  S/M. p a t r o l .

. a re  to  be s a i l e d  to  con fo rm  w ith o u t fu r t h e r  s ig n a ls .
Subm arine. L eave  L e rw ick . R etu rn  L e rw ick . P a t r o l .
(a) TRUSTY 1 st F eb ru a ry 11th  F eb ru a ry  

(My 171011
F F

r e f e r s )
TRADEWIND 1 st F eb ru a ry 15th F eb ru a ry FF

( c ) STUBBORN 6 th  F eb ru a ry 20th  F eb ru a ry Kya a rea .
( d ) UNSHAKEN 8th  F eb ru a ry 24th  F eb ru a ry Bodo a re a .
( e ; SYRTIS 10th F eb ru a ry 24th  F eb ru a ry S ta t la n d e t

a re a .
(**) VAMPIRE 14th F eb ru a ry 28th  F eb ru a ry m  F F .
Is)

W

ULA I61h F eb ru a ry 1 s t  March Skudesnes
a rea .

SEANYMEH 16th F eb ru a ry 1 s t March. Kya a re a .
2. On re tu rn from  p re s e n t  p a t r o l STUBBORN i s  to rem ain  a t
L e rw ic k  u n t i l  r e q u ir e d  f o r  ( ? fu r t h e r  p a t r o l s ) ,  
( a )  ( b )  and ( f )  a r e  a n t i  U -B oat p a t r o ls

(P .O .S .  251821A to  C a p ts . S. ) ///<72M/^.

S/M
P a t r o l s .  
(C o n td . )

C o a s ta l (C . in  C. Portsm ou th  251423A .)
F o rc e
P a t r o l s .

A l l i e d  A i r  A c t i v i t y .

SKAGGERAK A .B .2  r e p o r t  has been  r e c e iv e d  th a t the N orw eg ian
sunk. e x p re s s  f e r r y  b oa t SKAG-GERAK w h ich  was armed as an

a u x i l i a r y  c r u is e r  was sunk by  A/C. o u ts id e  E gero  
L ig h t  on 20th  January . Comment. T h is  was probab  
th e  m erchant sh ip  o f  th a t  name c o n ve r ted  to  m ine

la y e r  and presum ably  r e f e r s  to  a t t a c k  c a r r ie d  ou t a t  1133A/20th 
Juny by  C o a s ta l Command A/C.
(D .D . I .C .  251753A to  A .O .C . in  C .C .C . )

CLEOPATRA, 
a t ta c k e d  
on 19th 
January .

Energy A i r  A c t i v i t y .

My 221051A. S k ip p e r  o f  T r a w le r  CLEOPATRA r e p o r t s  
when 22 m ile s  S. o f  P a s tn e t  a t  1030A J an .1 9 th  
b e in g  a t ta c k e d  by same p la n e  as a tta c k e d  T ra w le r  
I3ER. P la n e  r e p o r te d  to  be l i g h t  c o lo u re d . No 
damage, no c a s u a l t ie s .
(P .O . I .C .  M i l fo r d  Haven 251001A to  A d m ty .)

U -B oa ts .

U -B oa ts  S/M. s ig h te d  50 .11  N. 34 .33  W. 1430 G .M .T.
r e p o r t e d .  R e c e p t io n  d o u b t fu l.

(V a le n t ia  R ad io  251435Z t o  A d m ty .)
U -B oat s ig h te d  on s u r fa c e  a t  1927A by  D/120 in  
59° 10 ’ N. 13° 4 7 ’ W. cou rse  090° speed 12 k n o ts . 
(R .A .F .  Ic e la n d  252055A to  H. ). C .C . )
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Technical.
Recent Mediterranean experience suggests that 
Germans are using parachuted circling torpedoes 
without the self-destructor pistol.
2. Such torpedoes when spent may remain afloat 
for several days with only a few inches of warhead 
showing above the surface, and would act as a 

sensitive drifting contact mine. 3. After an air raid on a port 
in which parachuted circling torpedoes are suspected, a keen 
look-out should be kept especially by vessels underway. 
(A.C.N.S.W. 252105A. A message 380A.)

* Casualties & Defects.
SAMUEL My 241900 and 242150. Weather conditions do not
DEXTER. permit me complying with your 242354. Request

emission to return.
SAPPER 250503A to C. in C.W.A.)

Your 250503A. Return to base. Tug to Campbeltown 
(C. in C.W.A. 250729A to SAPPER.)

SAMUEL DEXTER abandoned and derelict in 056° 19’ N. 011°
43’ W. at 241900A. If sighted her position should be reported. 

(C. in C.W.A. 251056A to Admty.)

War Diary.

Parachuted
circling
torpedoes.

TEES. Have following sea damage. Breakwater pushed back
and forecastle deck torn. In view of weather 
intend to proceed Belfast Lough for instructions. 
E.T.A. 250730.
(TEES 250545A to C. in C.W.A.)

EPIR0S. Received 0530Z DE EMPIR0S to N.C.S.0. Glasgow.
Immediate assistance of salvage tug required. 
Collision causing hole in port side engine room 
and cross bunkers filled with water. My position 
is at Clyde anchorage C.8.
(Port Patrick Radio 250630 to Admty.)

All O.K. now assistance received.
(EMPIROS 250751Z to Port Patrick Radio.)

ATHEL Received 0615Z DE ATHEL PRINCE to N.C.S.0. Glasgow,
PRINCE. Aground off K.1 buoy, require tugs immediately.

(Port Patrick Radio 250715A to Admty.)
Your 0615Z. Tug will be sent as soon as possible. 
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 250755A to ATHEL PRINCE.)

LENA 042° 30 R/V point at 1000Z. Rudder now gone, un-
LUCKENBACH. able to manoeuvre, ship needs immediate assistance.

(LENA LUCKENBACH 251030Z to N.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Your 251030Z. Rescue Tug SAUCY proceeding to 
your assistance. Report your position.
(P.0.I.C. Greenock 251507A to LENA LUCKENBACH.)

/Cancel...
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Casualties & Defects.
Cancel N.O.I.C. Campbeltown’s 250940. Proceed 
forthwith to assist LENA LUCKENBACH without rudder 
in approx. 56° 00’ N. 06° 28' W. at 251030Z.
Report when met.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 251515A to SAUCY.)
SAUCY expects to reach you at 2200A/25th.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 252153Z to LENA LUCKENBACH.)

Request you will sail rescue tug SAUCY forthwith 
to assist VANSITTART ashore in Loch Scridain 
Island of Mull.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock 250933A to N.0.I.C.Campbeltown) 

Proceed with all despatch to assist VANSI TP ART ashore in 
Loch Scridain Island of Mull.

(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown 250940A to SAUCY.)
My 250940A sailed. Endurance 10 days.
(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown 251030A to P.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
VANSITTART safely refloated. No appreciable further damage. 

Anchored Loch Scridain for night returning to Tobermory daylight 
tomorrow. Have informed tug SAUCY.

(VANSITTART 251830A to WESTERN ISLES.)

LENA
LUCKENBACH. 
(Contd.)

VANSITTART.

MATCHLESS. MATCHLESS had badly leaking fuel-tank temporarily 
plugged. Steering gear is however defective and 
inoperative except by hand. V.A.2 242211 reqiueste 
WRESTLER be routed via Seidis Fjord to sail in 

company with MATCHLESS until routes diverge. Intend MATCHLESS to 
postpone return to Scapa until decision on above is received. 
(Capt. D.3 251104 to V.A.2.)

ENTERPRISE. 6 out of 8 reserve food—water tank unserviceable 
owing to Seepage of Salt water. Except for very 
short periods operational speed is limited to?24 knots.
(EMTERPRISE 251340Z to C. in C. Plymouth.)

ASSIDUOUS. Cancel previous orders. Proceed to Moville.
(C. in C.W.A. 251846A to ASSIDUOUS.) 
Proceeding in accordance your 251846A. Have 
urgent heavy weather damage.
(ASSIDUOUS 251915Z to C. in C.W.A.)

CLARKIA. CLARKIA reports all W/T and V/S out of action.
Have ordered her to Londonderry.
(E.G.40 251937A to C. in C.W.A.)

EMPIRE Escort EMPIRE TREASURE to Barry Roads. My 221956.
TREASURE. Report details of damage to EMPIRE TREASURE.

(C. in C.W.A. 252151A to GIPPARD.)
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Shipping & Convoy3 .
M.K.F.27A. D/F bearings at 0021Z/24 indicate U-Boat in your

feneral vicinity.D.D.I.C. 250217A to Escorts M.K.F.27A.)

0.3*66/ Sailed EXE in accordance with Capt. D.Greenock'sK.M.S.40. 231632 para. D. amended by his 241314A.
(F-O.I.C. Greenock 250658A to Cdre. D.W.A.) 
Sailed BUGL03S to overtake O.S.66/K.M.S.40 in 
accordance with N.O.I.C. Liverpool's 231615. (N.O.I.C. Greenock 251736A to Admty.)

CALGARY returned from 0.3.66/K.M.S-40, lifeboats smashed. 
(N.C.8.0.Clyde 251825A to C. in C.W.A.)

O.N.O. 221* HUGHLI returned from O.N.O. 221» requires more
all as t»
N.C.3.0.Clyde 250857A to C. in C.W.A.)

Amend time of Oversay R/V 1500/25th.
(B.2 250941A to HEATHER.)

Proceed to join and support 0.N.221 as requisite during daylight today.
0.N.221 R/V at Oversay 0930A today, course 280°, to 010® V/.
(C. in C.W.A. 251015Z to ST. CATHERINES, CHILLIWACK, FENNEL.) 

Proceed to join O.N.221 as in my 251015Z.
(C. in C.W.A. 251217A to GATINEAU, ICARUS.)
JOHN B.GORDON returned from O.N.221, insufficient ballast. 
(N.C.3.0.Clyde 251308A to C. in C.W.A.)
LEE S«OVERMAN returned. Unable to find convoy.
(N.C-3.0. Belfast 251315A to N.C.3.0.Mersey. )
Sailed GENTIAN to overtake O.N.221.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 251435A to Admty.)
Following returned. JAMES GORDON BENNETT from O.N.220.LEE 3. OVERMAN from O.N.221*
(N.C.3.0.Belfast 251440A to C. in C.W.A.)
Sailing from Moville 1830A/25th to overtake 0.N.221.

Intend keeping 15000 yards from convoy until dawn.
(GATINEAU 251651Z to C«2.)
In view of damage to FENCER you should be prepared to sail 

in her place with ACTIVITY and second Escort Group in accordance 
with my 242138 January on completion of exercise with PHILANTE. 2* In thi3 event ACTIVITY would be required to proceed Larne on 26th January for conference and exercise.

(C. in C.W.A. 251805A to NAIRANA.)
GATINEAU sailed.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 251835A to C.2, E.G.15, B.2.)
FORT MOOSE returned from O.N.O. 221.
(N.C.3.0.Clyde 252352 to C. in C.W.A.)

Stragglers. Admiralty's 041340B May. Stragglers return week
ending 0915/25th January.
0.N.S.27* EPIROS, shortage of fuel due to heavy weather. SUDEROY, low pressure cylinder cracked 

steering gear broken. CANADA, main engine defects causing re
peated stops. IRON 3AR0N, circulating pump fracture. 0.N.220. 
EMPIRE BLESSING, heavy weather feed pump and governor control shaft failure. CAXTON, defective air pump. EMPIRE TRAIL, steering gear failure and heavy weather. J.W.56A. JOHN A. 
QUITMAN, heavy weather deck car 
(N.C.S.O.Clyde 250915 to Admty.

go broke adrift.
/Escort..•
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
Escort My 222015A. Following is amended programme for
Carriers. Carriers in this Command 28th January. ACTIVITY

and FENCER sailing with 2nd Escort Group. 1st Fe 
NAIRANA sails with B.l Escort Group to overtake 
0.N.222. 4th February PURSUER sails with 0.S.67. 

5th February VINDEX, TRACKER sail with 7th E.G. 7th February 
STRIKER (plus BITER if ready) sail with O.N.223 supported by 
6th E.G.
(C. in C.W.A. 251109Z to Admty.)

H.Xi 275. One S/M. on surface bearing 140° distant 5 miles,
U/B. attacked approx, course 330°. My position 51° 17' N. 17° 
by VERSATILE. 40' W.

(B.7 251223Z to WHITEHALL W/T.)
My 251223Z. VERSATILE sighted and attacked 
S/M. 12 miles on starboard beam of convoy.

VIDETTE joining her. No sighting report heard. 60 ships and al 
escorts in company. DAPHNELLA and CHILDS straggled yesterday in 
gale, whereabouts unknown. P.C.S. 051° 32' N. 018° 03’ W. 065°
9 5
(B.7 251301Z to C. in C.W.A.)

Enemy reconnaissance A/C are operating in your vicinity. 
(D.D.I.C. 251439A to Escorts H.X. 275, M.K.F.27A.)
My 251301Z. VIDETTE and VERSATILE carried out creeping 

attack at 1441Z and then lost contact. Have ordered both ships 
to remain in vicinity until dusk tomorrow or destruction.
Weather 5865 0944.

(B.7 251710Z to C. in C.W.A.)
GODKIN has severe weather damage and is not fit for 

Northabout passage. Request (change?) of destination. POYDRAS 
3 foot split in hull above waterline. GIBAUT has rejoined.
P.C. and S. 51° 50’ N. 16° 55’ W. 076° (g.5?). Weather 5865, 
4189.

(B.7 251801Z to C. in C.W.A.)
Admiralty's 252149A. Was fixed as close to position 051° 

45’ N. 018° 15’ W. Probably U/B being hunted by VIDETTE and 
VERSATILE.

(B.7 252140Z to C. in C.W.A.)
By D/F at 2011Z U/B within 40 miles of 51.30 N. 16.30 W. 
(D.D.I.C. 252149A toH.X.275, M.K.F.27A.)

M.K.S.27A, 0. in C.W.A. is requested to signal all destina
RAMILLIES, (D.T.D. 251500A to C. in C.W.A.)
ATHENE.

S.L.146.
ENTERPRISE.

ENTERPRISE is to leave Horta at 1000A/27th and 
proceed to close within 60 miles S.L.146 before 
dark 28th Jan. 2. ENTERPRISE is then to patrol 
within 60 miles S.L.146 acting cover against 
surface attack. 3. After dark 29th unless fuel 

shortage necessitates earlier departure ENTERPRISE is to 
liscontinue patrol and proceed through position EA Commission 
)49° 30’ N. 014° 02’ W. and EB Commission 180° Bishop Rock 10 to 
>lymouth keeping W. 006° during dark hours. 4. Estimated S.L. 
L46(S.O. Escort in HELMSDALE)will be in 043° 23’ N. 018 30 W.
it u800A/28th, steer 000° 7^ knots.
C. in C. Plymouth 252141A to ENTERPRISE.)
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25.1.19U4. Tuesday,

North Atlantic.
WARSPITE Ship fit for service as in your 211115 subject to

the following.
7. Estimated, time three-four weeks with full 
service of major dockyards Hull.
(F.O.G.M.A. , 251002A to Admty. ) . (&*■ 1

ACTIVE Following is repetition of ACTIVE'S 251152 (begins)
U/boats. Addressed Gibraltar C.O. from ACTIVE.

Have obtained H/F D/F bearing believed to be of 
enemy submarine transmitting Naval enigma signal. 

Sense determined. Third class (German) bearing 225 degs. far 
(Sky wave) series one. My position 035 degs. 57' North 005 degs. 
k€>' W. (Ends).
(F.O.G.M.A. 1 251602A to Admty.).

Italian Intend to sail Italian submarines MAREA* VORTICE,
S/Ms. for DANDOLO, SPERI, MAMELI escorted by U.S.S.
Bermuda. NEUNZER at 0700/27th for Bermuda (route). E.T.A.

daylight Feb. 13th S. of A. 8 knots. Codeword 
"Vermouth".
(F.O.G.M.A., 25185UZ to Admty. etc.).

South Atlantic.
Your 211600 para.2.
Since forces for anti-blockade runners at my 
disposal consist only of four French and two 
Italian Cruisers I have not found it practicable 
to employ them as separate forces in different 
areas. They have in fact been relieving each 
other on patrol and have been in company in 

harbour together at Freetown.
(2) French and Italian Admirals have called upon each other and 
they and their Captains have met together in my office on 
amiable terms.
(3) Necessity for tactical control of ships of different nation
alities is only likely to arise should they be employed inter
cepting the same blockade runner. Under these conditions 
tactical control from Freetown would be impracticable.
(U) Admiral Biancheri has asked for definition of his status. 
Continuation of flying flag in other ship is undesirable and when 
both cruisers are at sea together is also impracticable.
(5) Intend to inform Admiral Biancheri as in para. 2 and first 
part of b  of your 211600 omitting specific mention of French 
and to suggest to him that he hauls down his flag should She come 
in tactical contact with ships of the Allies under conditions 
necessitating control by one authority.
(6) Admiral Biancheri is the driving force of the Italian 
cruisers and a considerable asset to their seagoing efficiency.
(F.O.C.W.A., 251227Z to Admty.).

French
Italian
Cruiser
Patrol.

/Independent..



MOST SECRET.

War Diary

Independent
ships,
zig-zagging.

M.F.Vs. for 
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25.1.1944.Tuesday.

South Atlantic. - Contd.
A.M. 221295. (Measures to come into force to 
expedite independent shipping). Request zig
zagging may he suspended in area under my control 
for all independent shipping except when within 
200 miles of the African Coast and within 500 
miles of Freetown.
(F.O.C.W.A.,251745Z to Admty.).

Your 182309 and your 202255. 14 M.F.Vs. (141 -
150 1 8 5 /6  190/1) out of first 17 huilt in South 
Africa are now available for Eastern Fleet. They 
will be sailed with naval crews to destination in 
batches commencing late February.
(C. in C.S.A., 2 5 17 4 5G to Admty.).



MOST SECRET*

399
V/ar D ia ry .

2 5 .1 .1 9 4 4 . 
Tuesday.

FOREIGN 3TATIONS.

Med 1 te  r r  ane an.

Landin* in  A nzio Area O p era tion  "S h in g le " .

BRAVE. My p o s i t io n  a t 0700A 040° 35 ' 013° 4 2 ’ speed  15 .
Request l a s t  known p o s i t io n  o f  U.3 . d e s t r o y e r  MAYO. 
(BRAVE 250655A to  F -O .W .I t .)

KEMPENFELT. P roceed  at 0800 in  a ccord an ce  w ith  my 241858
(G .O .C . 15th  Army Group p roceed in g  t o  A n z io .)  
(C. in  G.Med. in  N aples 250658A t o  KEMPENFELT.)

ST. KILDA During la s t  n ig h t ’ s a t ta c k  on s h ip s  in  the v i c i n i t
enemy A /C . o f  p o s i t i o n  (? 9 7 ) d i r e c t  h it s  were s c o r e d  on one

enemy plane w hich caught f i r e  and was seen  to  
cra sh  by HORNPIPE.
(ST. KILDA 251000A to F .O .Y /.I t . )

Formia area  Your 250844 (N .T. in  V /.D .) No movement seen  on 
bombardments. r o a d s , but a c tu a l o b s e r v a t io n  v ery  d i f f i c u l t .

Ammunition expended u n t i l  1030, MAURITIUS 260» 
INGIEFLEID 472.
(MAURITIUS 251030 t o  C. in  C.Med. at N a p le s .)

Whole le n g th  o f  c o a s ta l  p a rt o f  T erra c in a  Road w e ll  c o v e re d  by 
bombardments today . C o n d itio n s  good f o r  v is u a l  f i r i n g .  Number 
o f  b u ild in g s  on road s id e  d em olish ed . Bombardments e f f e c t i v e ,  no 

o r  movements o f  any s o r t  seen . Turned over  to  DIDO.1410A ..
(MAURITIUS 251600 to  C. in  C .M ed.)

S itu a t io n  Medcos No. 14 25th Jan, from  'W ilson.
R ep orts . 1. Bad w eather y esterd a y  stop p ed  a l l  u n loa d in g

a cro ss  b ea ch es . U nloading co n tin u e d , how ever, 
through p o rt  o f  A nzio at r a te  o f  24 L .S .T s . a day 

. as many L .C .T a . as c o u ld  get th e re . This morn-
“ 2®?, im proved and hoped th a t u n load in g  is  now p r o 

ceed in g  on a f u l l e r  3 c a le .  P r e d ic t io n  is  th at w eather i s  v ery  u n ce rta in  a f t e r  next 12 h ou rs. i s  v ery
Wa3 " “ S®1* a tta ck  f i g h t e r  bombers a l l  day y e s te rd a y  but l i t t l e  o r  no damage was sustained. At dusk a c o n - 

s id e r a b le  r a id  by bombers to o k  p la ce  and t h is  con tin u ed  in t e r -  
+ £krou £hout the n ig h t . In these  a tta ck s  two more des
t r o y e r s  U .a . were aamaged, one h o s p ita l  s h ip  sunk, one h o s p it a l

and onf  k °s P i t a l  3h ip  a ttack ed  but undamaged. These 
t°P Pio n i-i^ h:LpS w e r e f u l l y  l ig h t e d  and marked ana w ere w e l l  out o f

h e a v j

a a 1dw 3aSdni S r n 1ghUI'd i0 tl° n flre  ° ° " 3t road at ^ r a c in a
(Fairbanks 2 5 1 3 0 0 .)

O p era tion  "Shingle* ' S it r e p .
Pr*ocee<i in g  a c c o rd in g  to  p lan  (1 )  and i s  ahead of*

V Po ^ 5V § ?  beacheS a n A a d  w i t E ?  y i s t e r Z t y ?

-  O - S a S oS S S  d iv is io n  em E a^ ln g“ o « f '  ° ne “ d

/3 ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

M editerranean .

Landing In rm zlo Bay O peration  "S h in g le " .

S itu a t io n  3. S p ora d ic  a c t i v i t y  by f i g h t e r  bombers y e s te rd a y .
R e p o r ts . Dusk a tta ck  u s in g  bombs, g l id e r s  and to rp e d o e s .
(C o n td .) Seven t o  n ine sh ot down by sh ip*3  guns and Beau-

f i g h t e r s .
4 .  U .S.S* PLUNKETT, MAYO and PREVAIL damaged by 
bombs d u r in g  dusk r a i d , ( ? )  h o s p ita l  sh ip  ST. DAVID 

sunk, LEINSTER damaged, ST. ANDREW bombed but not h i t .  A l l  were 
about 8 m iles  o f f  shore c l e a r  o f  o th e r  sh ip p in g  and c o r r e c t l y  
i l lu m in a te d . Ships were f la r e d  and then bombed a t  mast h e ig h t . 
A.M. 250047 r e f e r s .
6 . S .O . F orce P in  BULOLO back in  N aples. L .S . I . ( L )  excep t 
WINCHESTER CASTLE s a i l e d  f o r  M alta and Augusta p.m. to d a y .
7. Development o f  Anzio p ro g re s s in g  w e l l .  Wind f e l l  du rin g  n ig h t 
but is  now r i s in g  again  and e x p e cte d  to  f o r b id  beach work at X
or  w orking o f  ca rgo  from  L ib e r t ie s .
8 . MAURITIUS, INGLEFIELD and LE MALIN bombarded road 3 Formia 
area in te r m it t e n t ly  day o f  24 th  and n ig h t 2 4 th /2 5 th . Bombardment 
co n tin u e s . DIDO takes o v e r  from  MAURITIUS p.m. today.
(C* in  C.Med. at N aples 251146A t o  Adm ty.)

S itu a t io n  r e p o r t  No. 281.
a tta ck  23rd  JaU* 5 enemy a i r c r a f t  o f  F orce  o f  50 were sh o t  down by f ig h t e r s  w n ich  in te r c e p te d  in  Elba area .

2 . Bad w eather te m p o ra r ily  preven ted  u n load in g  o v e r  beach but d i s 
charge through A nzio co n tin u in g  s a t i s f a c t o r i l y .
3- D uring 2 hours a i r  a tta ck  a t dusk on 24th Jan. in  Anz-io ares  
U .a .d e s t r o y e r  PLUNKETT was h it  am idships but is  p ro ce e d in g  unrter’ 
h er  own power to Palerm o. & .§ .§ .  P R ^ I l dam SeS b? n ea ?gmiSs 
is  p ro ce e d in g  N a p les . U .S. d e s t r o y e r  MAYO has been mined a f t  and 
i s  p ro ce e d in g  in  tow o f  H .M .3. PROSPEROUS t o  N aples.
4 . U .S .c r u is e r  BROOKLYN, D .S . FLORES and D .3 . SOEMBA and des
t r o y e r s  g iv in g  f i r e  su p p ort in  a s s a u lt  a rea .
5. MAURITIUS, INGLEFIELD and F .L .C . LE MALIN bombarded coast  
an^INGTFFTFTn1?  Tf r r acin a  d u r in S d a y lig h t  24th  Jan. MAURITIUS 
2 4 th /2 5 th  Jan? b barded same area  at in te r v a ls  d u rin g  th e  n ig h t
6. T
o f f ________________________ __  aii^
Dubrovnik and D urazzo. Both r e p o r t  b lan k .
7 . S/M UNRULY r e p o r ts  s in k in g  1 100 ton  and 1 40 ton  ca iq u e  by 
g u n fir e  in  approaches to  Doro Channel. 1 100 ton  and 1 40 ton 
c a ique by g u n fire  in  Panarmos Harbour (037° 3 9 ' N. 025° 0 5 ’ E . )
° n ?nd 1 20 to n  ca i(l ue by g u n fir e  in  037° 38'  N. 024° 5 4 ' E.
0 2 6 ° &5 9 ' JE ? )aon ‘ p l i t e ja n aibarded K an deliu sa  L ighthouse (036° 30 ’ N.

(C* in  C.Med. 252035A to  F .O .L evan t, e t c . )

j ^ ^ i n g  n i £ht 2 4 th /2 5 th  Jan* A B R ID G E  and TENACIOUS p a t r o l le d
^ ? ? n a . and. B^ GKM0RL and LAUDERDALE at

Bombing o f
h o s p ita l
s h ip s .

To minimise danger to h o s p ita l  sh ip s  in ten d  th a t 
they  sh ou ld  a r r iv e  a s s a u lt  area a t  1100 s a i l i n g  n o t  
la t e r  than 1430.
(C. in  C.Med. in  Naples 251545A to  C .T .F . 8 1 .)
See a ls o  Admty. 290157.

/H o s p i t a l . . .
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M editerranean .

Landing in A nzio Area O peration  "S h in g le 1'.

Bombing o f
h o s p ita l
s h ip s .
(Contd.)

Government 
(b e g in s ) :  
sh ip s  have 
c o a s t ,  ( d e t a i l s )

H o sp ita l c a r r i e r  ST. DAVID sunk by enemy a c t io n . 
LEINSTER ana 3T. ANDREW damaged by near m isses. 
Temporary r e p a ir s  in  hand. E xpected  ready f o r  
emergency s e r v ic e  by 27 th . 3 .T .L .O . N aples
r e p o r t in g  c a s u a l t i e s .
(D .3 «T .0 . I t a ly  251616A to  P .S .T .O .M ed .)
P le a se  re q u e st  Swiss Government to make to  German 

fo l lo w in g  com m unication at e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  moment, 
H.M.G. have le a rn e d  th a t  three  B r i t i s h  h o s p ita l  

been a tta ck e d  by German a i r c r a f t  today o f f  I t a l ia n

H-M.G. p r o te s t  mo3t s tr o n g ly  a g a in s t  th ese  a tta ck s  on h o s p ita l  
s h ip s  w hich were f u l l y  marked in  accord ance  w ith  the In tern ation a  
C on ven tion s . They re q u e s t  th at the German a u t h o r i t ie s  w i l l  is su e  
most ia rn ed ia te ly  c a t e g o r ic  in s t r u c t io n s  to  a l l  naval and a i r  
f o r c e s  o p e ra tin g  under t h e ir  command t o  se cu re  f u l l  iom unity  from  
a tta ck  o f  B r i t i s h  and A l l i e d  h o s p ita l  s h ip s . (End3 . )
(F ore ig n  O f f i c e  No T .0 .0 /2 5  to  B e rn e .)
(Head o f  M .I. 250047A to  C. in  C-Med. )

LE MALIN S a i l  at 0 0 0 1 /2 6 th  Jan. rou ted  Q .B.B. 237, 33 , 55,
(from  Formia 123 to B iz e r ta , E .T .A . 1400. Codeword "N oreen"
bom bardm ent.) 490.

(F .O .W .I t . 251831A to  LE MALIN.)

L. S . Ts.

S .O .F orce  p . 
(R .A .T rou - 
b r i d g e . )

Army p re ss in g  f o r  in cre a s e  in  number o f  L .3 .T . t o  
be s a i l e d .  17 s a i l e d  1700A /25, fu r t h e r  15 w i l l  be 
s a i l e d  0 8 0 0 /2 6 . Do you  re q u ire  more than 24 per 
diem as p r e v io u s ly  req u ested ?
(F .O .W .I t . 251906A t o  C .T .F . 8 1 .)

P s a il® *  in  BULOLO e s c o r te d  by CRETE, 
iH.djMIoTOC.Lkb at 0730A /27th Jan. by rou te  Baker to
M alta . E .T .A . 0830A /23th  Jan. Codeword ’'N e l l i e ” 

d norm al.
(F .O .W .I t . 251928A to  V .A .M .)

MAIDSTONE, 
d e s tro y e rs  
f o r  E .F .

g e n e r a l•

Your 240614 and 240517 b e in g  p assed  to D.4 and S.i
dI tS ^ I)3? 0NE 31 st Jan* B* WILLIAM, QUEENBOROUGHi KA1DER s t a r t  t r i a l s  and w ork in g  up 4 th  Feb. 
P resen t in te n t io n  to  le a v e  A lex a n d ria  11th Feb. ] 
4 's  221012 r e f e r s .
2 . R equest in fo rm a tion  how much d e la y  to  MaIDSTONI i s  a c c e p ta b le .
(F .O .L .E .M . 250025B to  C. in  C -E .F .)
(C* in  C .E .F 's  240614 para* 2 , com ply.
(A .C .N .3 .(F )  250138A to  F .O .L .E .M .) / A i r . . .
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
Air reports. M.E.Balkan Sitrep No. 70* 5. Air Ops. A. Bombing

Night 22/23 Jan. 7 Liberators, 6 Halifaxes of Mid
east Command bombed Piraeus Harbour installations, 
cloud and haze over target prevented observation 

results but bursts seen target area, two fires started. 23 Jan. 
10 Spitfires, 20 Macchi 205 on M.A.A.F. offensive patrols 
Yugoslav coastal waters attacked and 3et on fire one schooner 
off Hvar Island. 18 Thunderbolts dropped 14 1000 pound bombs 
on Skradin results not observed. Night 23/24 Jan. 5 Halifaxes,
8 Liberators Piraeus Harbour installations, thick haze over tar
get results not observed though bursts seen in target areas some 
at main international railway station alongside Halon Basin.
(C. in C.M.E. 251935B.)Daily 0p3um 272*
24. Anti shipping R/C Aegean by total 2 Baltimores (A.30) 6 R.P. 
Beaufighters and 2 Beaufighters armed with bombs. Two R.P. 
Beaufighters attacked one 150 ton caique off Keoc Island, many 
strikes with cannon, one believed hit with R.P., vessel left 
sinking. 2 other R.P. Beaufighters scores several hits with 
cannon on 1 150 or 200? ton caique off Monemvasia (Greece) cau
sing extensive damage. 1 Bomber Beaufighter attacked two 
caiques of 100 tons each at Port Harackia (Paros) bombs fell 
short but strikes were scored with cannon causing damage to both 
caiques.

(H.Q.R.A.F.M.E. 251004Z.)

Non-mining 
of ports 
used by re
lief ships.

Port Naussa, Paros, and Port Gavrion, Andros, para. 
4 of your 211926 (re laying of limited life mines 
in ports visited by Swedish relief ships - para. 4 
two islands to be named which will be left unmined 
(F.O.L.E.M. 251015B to Admty.)

Special Craft 
for Aegean 
Operations.

Re employment of "Sleeping Beauty" submersible 
canoes, Welman one-man submarines, and Weifreigh
ters.
(D.D.O.D.(I) 251108A, 270008A to F.O.L.E.M.)
See Lion Copy.

Axis My 211920C* All 4 expect to sail p.m. 25th. B.3*
Shipping, 2. Report B.4 that 4 canister small craft expected
Aegean. from (?Jibouti) priority 24 hours.

(3.0.1. Istanbul 251113C to F.O.L.E.M.)
4 3mall German craft of between 40 and 80 tons 
expected to enter Aegean today 25th. 2 have deck

cargo of timber and can do 12 to 15 knots. One is similar to 
Dutch Schuyt and one is Danube motor lighter speed both the 
latter is 6 knots.
2. 4 more small craft expected to enter Aegean p.m. 26th.
3. Probably all above destined Khois.

(Capt. S.l 251253B to TORBAY.)
My 251113C para. 1. Sailed for Salonika 1130 G.M.T. 25th. 

E.T.entry Aegean between 1200 and 1500 G.M.T. 26th.
(S.O.I. Istanbul 251554C to F.O.L.E.M.)

/UPSTART
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A,M.252028A/Dooombor not to C» in C , M id d le  
B a s t ,  Y ou r 191S09B ,

Otlier p ossib ilities suitable for special 
operations i n  the A o g oan includo;

(a) Bloctric drivon ono raan submersible canoo 
known as tho' Slooping Beauty; spood on 
surfaco 3: submergod 3: onduranco on 
surfaco UO miles; subuorgod 7 :  weight 
580 lbs; capablo of being carriod on dock 
of a mother-ship or slung bonoath a caique,

( b )  Wolmnn ono man subm arine) d o t a i l s  i n  
p o s s e s s i o n  o f  M*0.U*

(c) W o l froightor, dovoloptnont o f  tho V/olmant 
crew 2; carrying capacity 1; displacement 
12-?; spood on surfaco 6; BUbmorgod

2 , I t  i s  d o s i r o d  t o  c o n s i d o r  th o  p o s s i b i l i t i e s  o f  
th o  M .F .U , and t h o s o  c r a f t  i n  c o n n o c t i o n  w it h  th o  
a c t i v i t i e s  o f  th o  R a id in g  F o r c e s  M id d lo  B a st  commandod 
b y  B r ig n d io r  T u rn lm i:1 2 3 * 5,

3 ,  A rra n g e m e n ts  h ave  b o o n  made f o r  th o  d o sp a tc .lv  
o f  t h r o e  S lo e p in g  B o a u t io s  w i t h  c ro w s  t o  th o  L o v a h t  
f o r  LIMFUT o p e r a t i o n s ,  r o c o n n a is s a n o o s ,  o t c ,  , conduotod 
b y  R a id in g  F o r c o s  a g a in s t  s h ip p in g ,  O r i g i n a l  err-vs
t o  r o t u r n  U .K , a f t o r  t r a i n i n g  R a id in g  F o r c e s  p o r ^ o n n o l ,

U% Wolmans c a n  b o  made a v a i l a b l o  f o r  d o l i v o r y  a t  s h o r  
n o t i o o ,  p r o t o t y p o  W c l f r o i ^ h t o r  n o t  y o t  e o m p lo tc d  
n c c o p t a n c o  t r i a l s ,

5 ,  W h i ls t  m a in to n a n co  o f  S l c o p i n g  B o a u t ia a  i s  w i t h i v  
r e s o u r c e s  o f  R a id in g  F o r c o s ,  Wolmans and Y/elfx*oighters 
w ou ld  n ood  N a v a l m a in to n a n co  f a c i l i t i o o  and w ou ld  be  
o p o r a t o d  u n d e r  N a v a l d i r e c t i o n *

LDST SECRETSECRET MESSAGE 2 5 U 0 8 A  J a n ; OUT

TO:
I n f o ,  G, i n  0 ,  M id d le  E a st  f o r

H .Q ,R a id in g  F o r c e s  M.B.

NAVAL CYPHER XD PLUG

FROM: Admiralty 35353^
fry CLt}e+~. .

o n d u ra n co  on  s u r f a c o  1000  m ile s ;a u b m o r g o d  
15  m ilo s  w ith o u t  r o c h a r g in g .

/6 ,  Thoso I  »  »



6, These pros and eons havo arisen out o f 
conversations between D,7), 0. ( I ) ,  M. 0. b H.Q. and
Colonel Frendorgast, 3econd*-in-Command.Raiding Forces 
M.E.

2.

7. Request your comments.

1st Lord 
1st S.L. (2 )

F* S, L,
2nd So L„
31x1. S. L,
V ico  Contr, 
V.ColT.S.
A. C.N.S. (F ) (2 )  
A, Co N. S. (V?) 
AJLYU
N. A. 1st 5, L.
N. A. 2nd S. L. 
r>. o.:<\(K)(k) 
t>. o .;x  (F ) (2 )  
U.’ /.R.
r . N . i . ( u )
D .L .I.C . (2 )
Hd, o f N.
L.L. O . a ( l )
N, I ,  D, (Q )
J). P.S.
Hd. o f  C.W. 
r>. o f  d ,
L.N .C .

K2)

E. in C.
D. o f S.
J). o f F.
D. o f T->

251103A * -
L. I). 0.?>. ( I ) (Ext. 1155)

I.? . (2)
j). Grl&y
W. L,
Hd. o f H .(2 )
Admiral Blake (^ )
Dcp, Contr.
D. o f L.
L.N.C. ) Bath.
E. in C.
Hd. o f S.W.R.

JH
lam:
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4C 3
» 25•1•1944•

Tue3 day*__
FOREIGN 3 TATI OR S.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Leave patrol to pass 042° 34’ 007° 04' at 0800/ 
28th 240° Monachi Rock 5 (?miles) at 0800/29th 
thence to Maddalena.
(?0apt. 3.10 251221 to P.65 (UPSTART), (R) C. in 
C.Mea- etc.)

Enemy anchorage one caique 100 tons 37.49 N. 26.
43 E. Samos. Have attacked enemy.
(A/C GQZQ 261247B to 201 Group.)
Result of attack hits observed caique 100 tons 37. 
06 N. 25.06 E. at 1253.
(A/G GQZQ 251436.)

2 enemy caiques 80 tons have been severely damaged by air attack 
37.09 N. 24.32 E. at 1312.

(A/G GQZ/K 251437 to 201 Group.)

L »C • I« ( L) 
Flotillas.

LEOPARDI.

Italian 
Navy Morale.

BIDEFORD,
AIRE.

Enemy use 
of I.F.F.

ORPHEE.

When they can be spared request you will release 
-251 and 258 L.C.I.(L) Flotilla which are required for operation on East Coast of Italy.
(C. in C. Med. 251256A to Com. 8th Phib.)

I.S.L.D. report dated 22nd Jan., LEOPARDI ready to 
sail from Piraeus. This ship is capable of 16 
knots. Destination po33ibly Dodecanese.
(Capt. S. 1, 251543B to TORBAY, DOLFIJN.)

Situation is no« much easier as a result cf de
clarations of Political Leaders, and Minister of Marine no longer expects repercussions from meeting. My 221227.
(F.O.T.A.L.I, 251811 to F.O.W.It.)

On arrival at Gibr*altar about 2nd February 
BIDEFORD will join 50th Escort Group and AIRE the 41st Escort Group.
(C. in C-Med. 251832A to BIDEFORD, AIRE.)

Admty. 252051A to C. in G.Mediterranean. 
See Lion Copy.

Mission completed.
(ORPHEE (F.3.) 252237Z to N.O.I.C. Algiers.)

War Jiary.

UPSTART.

A/G attack 
on caiques.



MOST SECRET
WARNING -  This message must EiraL j paraphrased i f  i t  is

B.A.D. has been ca re fu lly  con s fc rod  and i t  has been 
deoidod not to inform f le e t  o f suspected eneny ’;ee o f 
X .p .p , Mark 3 ns th is  wo'Id c-nso loss o f confidence and 
considerab le  complications which are not yet warranted,

2. Points of comment are

(a ) tho low ranges at which o n c i i i y  I.F .F . was f i r s t
dotcoted by ships compared with normal ranee
o f detection . . .. ,

( b )  Tho fa c t  that in ne ither H.M. 8. PRINS ALBERT s
nor H.M.S. COLOMBO’ S convoys were a l l  sh ips  
unanimous that I .P .P .  was shown.

(o )  H.M. Ships report that the ranee at which Type 2q2 
can locate  a ir c r a f t  by ocho is  about 10 m iles . 
H.M. S. HIGHLANDER roports that at low ranees 
tho coho from Typo 2R2 may bo mistaken by 
operators f o r  an I .P .P .  transm ission.

(d )  The enemy i s  be lieved  to f in d  i t  d i f f i c u l t  to
f i t  h is  a ir o r a ft  w ith e s se n t ia l rad io  equipment 
and therefore is  u n lik e ly  to d iv e rt  any e f fo r t  
to f i t  our sots ,

(o )  In sp ite  o f usine our bombers return  ine from 
Continent to conceal tho approach o f h is  
a ir c r a f t  sent to bomb U.IC. ho has made no e f fo r t  
to use I .P .P .  ovcp th is  country, where the need 
to doccivo defences is  c rea to r than at sea.

o sson tia l to communicate it  to persons outside  
B r it ish  or A l l ie d  Government Sorvlocs.

M E S S  G E
MOST SECRET

To C, in G. Mediterranean  
In fo  B.A.D.

252051A January
■ O TTT

Date 25. 1 . 2+U»

Naval Cypher XP P luy,

Prom Admiralty

DEPKIvRED

Your 5175 Med. 00520/7 o f 17th December n <t to

3, Request you continue to report a l l  suspected  
inc iden ts.

1 8t Lord,
1st S . L .  (2).

252051A 
D.R.E. (538)

1>.F. S.L. 
3rd S.L.

±

III
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War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

4€4
25.1.1944.
Tuesday.

East Indies.
U/B hunts. U-Boat sighted on surface by Catalina in 014“ 43'

N. 080° 25’ E. 1330Z/22nd Jan. and attacked with 
4 depth charges; evidence of possible damage 
has not yet been assessed. Catalina hunt to 

exhaustion in area was organised, and suspicious submerged 
object was attacked by aircraft in 014° 13* N. 081° 05’ E. at 
0543Z/23rd Jan. but was later believed to have been non-submarine. 
Air search abandoned’ daylight today 25th Jan. there being no 
further evidence of U-Boat in the area.
(C. in C. E.F., 250345 to Admty.)

My 240304 refers.
Area (F). Attack made at 0530z/23rd Jan. in 
position 014" 13’ N. 081" 05' E. now believed 
to have been on non S/M. Ho further information 
from area. Scale of air escort -reduced to X. 

(B). ^Unknown ship reported S/M on 23rd in position 021". 059 57* E. A/C investigating. Scale of air escortremains W no further information.
Other areas* no fresh information, (no changes ?) in scale of air escort.
(C. in C. E.F. , 250347Z to S. & A. E.I. Stn. )

U-Boat
dispositions.

Area 41' N

Daily Opsum. No. 681 23rd Jan. 14th U.S.A.A.F. 
23rd Jan. 2 Chinese American Mitchells (B.25) 
S.E. sweep Suichwan. 1 400 ft. freighter sunk, 
1 probably sunk, 1 damaged.
(S.E.A.A.C., 250705Z.)

In view of proposals for reduction of Base 
Defences in my 121136 Jan. do not intend to 
proceed with laying A/T baffles at Port Louis, 
Mauritius.
2. Proposed to transfer this valuable Boom gear 

to Ceylon in KIRRIEMOOR as it seems highly improbable that it will ever be required at Mauritius under circumstances now obtaining.
3. On completion of transfer of gear to Ceylon, proposed 
KIRRIEMOOR should proceed to U.K. DEVON CITY will be available 
at Trincomalee for any further Boom laying operations should these arise.
(C. in C. E.F. , 250953Z to Adiuty.)

Air
Report.

Port
Defences.

China From U.S. Army Forces in India, weekly summary
Sit. Rep. of events in China, for period of 13th Jan. 1944

to 19th Jan. 1944 inclusive, transmitted by 
U.S.A.A.F. China.
4. U.S. Air. 13th Jan. - Hong Kong - Hainan Islan 

sea sweep. 2 Mitchells (B.25s) destroyed a 100 foot ship, damaged three, one warehouse set afire. 14th Jan. - near St. 
Johns Island 2 Mitchells (B.25s) left a 275 foot boat burning, 
left awash a 180 foot gunboat. 15th J8n. - Swatow sea sweep.

(B.25s) sank a 125 foot ship. Chikhom. 2 Mitchells (B.25s) sank a 125 foot ship. Hongay. 2 Mitchells (b .25s ) 
damaged power plant and sank a 200 foot gunboat.
(C. in C. India, No T.0.0./25.)



MOST SECRET.

4 e 5
25.1.1944.

War Diary. Tuesday._
FOREIGN STATIONS. 1

M • • !R • X •
America and West Indies. » 1
Propose following amendment for your concurrence. 1 
(Com. 10th Fleet C. & R. 251307Z to Admty.) 1 
Concur (D.T.D. 271130Z) 1

f 1
U/B
Estimates.

(Cominch, 251617Z to Admly.) I

Convoy
C-K.l.

CK - 1 Route etc.
Escorts U.S.S. THREAT, TIDE, KEWAYDIN, P.S.s 484, 
1176, 1261, 17 ships.
Codeword "Mainstay".
(N.R.O. Charleston, 251807 to Admtai etc.)

U.G.S.31 
T.F.64.

Sailing telegram. (2) 1825/25th.
(3) 0600/27th passing C.L. speed 9.
(6) T.F.64, INGHAM, HD8ER, INCH, SNOWDEN, STANTON, 
SWASEY, GEORGE E. BADGER, OSMAN, INGRAM, CLEMSON, 
DUPONT BROUGH, STURTEVANT, CHIWAWA, L.C.I.L.507

thru 517, ALGOBMA, DIVER A.T.R. 2345 T.G.21.14 HEARD, LIVERMORE, 
JACOB JOKES, HAMMANN, ROBERT E. PEARY, BLAIR 790, WHEN CARD,CHI WAV. A , L. 0 . 1.(L) 507 thru' 517 ALGOR! iA, DIVER A .T. R. 2354 are in 
formation.
(P.D. Norfolk, 251908 to Admty. etc.)

FLAUNT. When ready about 27 Jan. sail H.M.S. FLAUNT 
(A.T.R.94). Orange to New Orleans for deperming 
compass adjustment and final stores. Upon 
completion about 1 Feb. sail onward independently

to St. Johns N.F. for onward routing by C. in C* C.N.A. with 
a convoy to U.K. Advise routing instructions.
(Comineh, 252002S to Com. 7th Havdist Miami Florida etc.)

PRINCE
HENRY.

Advancing 16 knots H.M.C.S. PRINCE HENRY departed 
Bermuda 261400Z for Portsmouth England (toute) E.T.A. 
Point 8.021700Z. E.T.A. Needles 030900Z.
(Comnob, Bermuda, 252037Z to C. in C% Portsmouth)

MAGIC, 
Russian 
Craft.

Escorted by MAGIC, Russian L.145, 146, 147 S.C.S* 
720,1075 and 1075 depart Bermuda 1400Z/26 for 
Horta. Speed 11.5 knots. (Route).
•Cominch, 271737 December and 172046. E.T.A. Horta, 
0600Z second.
(N.O.B. Bermuda, 252243 to S.B.N.O. Azores.)

Visits of 
U. 3.Ships 
to Azores.

i
Re Notification.
(B.A.D. 252305Z to Admty.)
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406
25.1.1944.War Diary. Tuesday. 1

U-BOAT 'CAMPAIGN.

\

Sub. attack 
and sighting 
summary.

S/M's Attacked. 1
For 0900Z/25th Jan. 1 
Para. B. (l) U.S.S. LANING attacked possible 
U-Boat contact at 1900/24th Jan. in 16.21 N. 19.19 1 
W.
(2) A/C K/120 reported possible U-Boat contact at 
0443/24 in 58.40 N. 16.59 W.
(3) E.G.C.2 obtained U-Boat contact at 2224/24 in 
55.43 N. 07.54 W.
(D.D.I.C. 251001Z)

S/M's Reported.
Estimated positions.
(D.D.I.C. 251413A, 251423A)

/



MOST SECRET

" 4C7
26.1.1944.

War Diary. Wednesday.
SITUATION REPORT.

Home Fleet.
Home Commands.
1. C. in C. H.F. , who arrived at Scapa yesterday at 1133A in DUKE OF YORK from Rosyth, resumed operational control of the Home Fleet at 1815 today.

Operation
F.W.
OBDURATE 
and 3 M/Vs. 
damaged.

2(a) At 0037a today, when about 120 miles N. by 
W. of the North Cape, Capt. D.26 in HARDY reported that Convoy J.W.56A had been attacked by at least six U-Boats; that three U/Vs. had been 
damaged; and that the destroyer OBDURATE had also been damaged but was keeping up with the 
Convoy. At 0039A he requested S.B.N.O. North Russia to provide support from the local forces; and at 0217a he informed C.S.l of the Cruiser Covering Force in KENT that the Convoy Escorts were much dispersed and were picking up 
survivors. At 0926A five enemy A/C had been located by Russian d/F over the Barents sea, and the Russian Boston A/G were still grounded by fog.
(b) Convoy J.W.56B was about 65 miles N.N.E. of Seidisfiord at 0800 today; and Capt. d .3 in MILNE with five other destroyers of the Destroyer Escort left Seidisfiord at 0732A to join the
^ vo?Kin™008° w * METEOR will join the Convoy
i£ thf DeIt?§y!r°S8lOTt?Bth t0 replace “ATCHL^3S

U-Boat
attacked.

RAMILLIES), attacked a probable U-Boat about 35 miles N.W. of Slyhe Head without apparent result.

Owing_to sickness among the Staff. Situation 
Reports for Foreign Stations for this data are incomplete or missing.-------------



MOST SBGHET

War Diary.

N.C.E.T.F. (Rear- 
Admiral 
P.L. Vian)

4C8
26.1.1944.
Wednesday.

HOME COMMANDS,

Policy.
R.A. Sir Philip L. Vian, K.B.E., D.S.O. has today 
assumed duty as N.C.E.T.F.
(N.C.E.T.F., 260123 to Admty. )

C. in C. H.F. My 041831. C. in C. H. F. will resume
operational control of the Fleet from 1815/26th. 
(C. in C. H.F. , 261802A to Admty.)

Operations.
Operation My P.C.S. are 039° 073° N. 024° E. 25 miles,
F.W. 090°, 10. Determined attack by at least 6

U-Boats. 3 merchant ships damaged. OBDURATE 
damaged but keeping up. /eather 7371 8382.
(Capt. D.26, 260037A to H.F.)

My 260037. Request support from local force p.m. today.
(Capt. D.26, 260039A to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)seidisfjord arrivals - RHODODENDRON. Seidisfjord 

departure - WESTCOTT and WHITEHALL.
(A.C.I.C. , 2600 50A to H.F.)C. in C. H.F. 050701 para. 4(c). RHODODENDRON delayed 

Seidisfjord with defects is unable to proceed. Intend to retain HONEYSUCKLE(?) standby if she has sufficient fuel and 
no limiting defects.

(Capt. D.3, 26021oA to V.A.2.)
Escorts considerably dispersed picking up survivors. If you thinx surface attack a possibility request consideration 

of closer support.
(Capt. D.26, 260217A to C.S.l.)
Capt. (d ) 3 251104. As destroyer escort of J.W.56B is now reduced zo 6, R.A.(D) H.F. is requested to sail one destroyer 

as soon as possible to fuel at Faroes and then proceed to join 
Capt. (d ) 3 in approximate position G.

(V.A.2, 260351A to C.S.l, R.A.D., Capt. (d ) 3.)
S.u. 3rd D.F. 251104 approved. When local escort is relieved WRESTLER is to proceed to Seidisfjord to escort

3fooaPi!ioJ? §£sS2¥?e ,,Red"- 8aMinaer of
(V.A.2. 260352A to Capt. D.3, WRESTLER. MATCHLESS.)Proceed as soon as ready to Skaalefiord and complete with On completion proceed to join Capt. (d ) 3rd D.F. infuel.

position G and provide additional escort for convoy J.W.56B. 
Further instructions regarding meeting point will be signalled when position of convoy is known.
C. in C. H.F's 050701 and 051009 passed to you for information 

(R.A.D., 260720A to METEOR.)
Seidisfjord departure Capt. (d ) 3 in MILNE, MUSKETEER. 

MAHRATTA, OPPORTUNE, SCOURGE, HURON in company.
(A.C.I.C., 260732A to H.F. )
Russians report that at 0853A/26 4 Junkers 88 and one 

unidentified aircraft detected by d/F over Barents Sea. No (corrupt group) details available.
2. Russian Bostons still grounded by local fog.(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 260926a to Capt. D.26, C.S.l.) 

Sailed METEOR to Skaalefiord. E.T.A. 2100A/26th.(R.A.D,, 261121 to N.O.I.C. Faroes.)

/Situation ...
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26.1.1944.
Wednesday.

HDME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Situation at 262101A. WRESTLER, ONYX, 068° 10’ 
N. 008° 00’ W. bound Seidisfjord 12 knots.
HYDRA 068° 10’ N. 008° 00’ W . , Scapa 12 knots. 
(A.C.I.C. , 261320A to Ships.)
R.A.(D) H. F* s 260720. I estimate J.W.56B will 
cross longitude 005“ E. on the "Red" route at 
1630A/28th.

2. As soon as fuelled METEOR is to proceed, adjusting speed so 
as to join the convoy at this point.
3. If not met proceed along "Red" route, S.O.A. 12 knots, and in the absence of further information regarding position of J. si. 56b proceed to Kola.

(V.A.2, 261550A to METEOR.)
Faroes arrival METEOR.
(N.O.I.C. Faroes, 262031A to R.A.D.)
To ensure reaching "Red" route astern of convoy pass 

through position G. V.A.2 261550 refers.
(C. in C. .H.F. , 262217A to METEOR. )
Your 250943 arrived. (Group 7 less GEORGE WEEMS). 
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 262252A to S.B.N.O. Archangel.)

War Diary.

Operation
F.W.
(Contd.)

Escort
Carrier
operation
areas.

My 222013. Following areas are established for 
operation of escort carrier when acting with 
support groups independent of convoy.
Area A - North of latitude 045° N . , East of longitude 021° W.
Area B - North of latitude 045® longitude 021® W. N., West of

Area C - South of latitude 045® N . , East of longitude 021® W. 
Area D - South of latitude 045® N., West of longitude 021® w.
2. Carriers operating in a and C are not to proceed East of longitude 018 w .  by day when south of latitude 049tf N . , or
north of latitude 038® N. respectively except when in contact 
with enemy. They may do so by night however.
3. Carriers ordered to operate in one area may proceed into adjacent area if there are no other carrier groups operating there. This is W.A.G.M. 43 NS.
(C. in C. W.A., 261140A to Admty.)

A/S search. Your 251736, para. 2. The following ships are
expected to be ready to leave Londonderry by 
1600 today: KENILWORTH CASTLE, SALADIN, SCIMITARACANTHUS, KEATS. '
(2) Situation regarding other ships is as follows (details).

(Cdre. (D) W.A., 261200A to C. in C. W.A )
. ^ B e q u e s t  you will sail KENILWORTH CASTLE, SALADIN. SCIMITAR ACANThUS, KEATS and any other ships of 15th E.G. who are ready *

L  ca«*y 0Ut Sweep 88 in 171251a . Remaindershould be sailed to join as soon as possible.
(C. in C. W.A., 261355a  to Cdre. (d ) W.A )
My 261355A.

AraneislandsSlX̂ S searcil Donegal Bay when you are off
k B j t e u s B ' i s  r a  f °rmea for a iina «>•««»

/3. P.C.S. ...
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War Diary.

HD MB COMMANDS.

26.1.1944.
Wednesday.

Operations.
A/S search. 3. P.C.S. and disposition of group is to be 
(Contd.) reported at daylight tomorrow and also when all

ships have joined.
4. If a U/B is definitely located concentrate on 
destroying it, and discontinue sweep.

5. Air co-operation will be signalled.
My 231238A refers.

(C. in 0. W.A., 261441A to E.G.15.)
Have serious case of appendicitis on board. Am proceeding 

to Londonderry. VERSATILE is continuing search for U-Boat 
until dusk. My P.C.S. at 1500z/26th, 052° 11* N. 017° 34’ W . , 
058°, 18 knots.

(VIDETTE, 261615Z to B.7.)
Cancel ray 261355A and my 261441A. Further signal will 

be made.
(C. in C. W.A. , 261641 to Cdre. (d ) W.A. , E.G. 15.)
There is an urgent requirement for a ship fitted with a 

P£?e?£ul W.A. Radar set ana A/C direction facilities to operate off the west coast of Ireland.
(2) Request r may be informed whether STUART PRINCE can be made 
available and if so the earliest date on which she can be ready 

(C. in C. W.A., 262132A to F.O.C.T.)

Coastal (C. in C. Portsmouth, 261332A.)
Force (V.A. Dover, 261545A.)
Patrols.

S/M Patrols. Request you will recall VIKING. 
261145 refers.
P.0.

H.Q.C.C.
*.^.(8), 261702A to C. in C. Plymouth.) 

for following 8i°ho^of °f 8ubmarines at 0800/ 27 movements
(A) SEANYMPH, STUBBORN, SPIRIT as in my 251701.
(B) SCEPTRE 62° 10' N. 01° 11’ e . to 64° 05’ N. 03° 45’ E 
thence through 64° 25’ N. 08“ 30' E. to patrol off Kya probably
on surface until within 60 miles of Norwegian coast, speed 
iu Knots.

(F.O.(S). 261742 to Admty.)
At 1800A/26th SCEPTRE left Lerwick unescorted and on the surface at 0.0*8 discretion until within 60 mUes of NoSSegiSn

ooa§t5m«H r? 6 ?0ranS®" to 064° 05* then through 064° 25’008 30' E. to patrol vicinity Kya.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick, 261810A to S/Ms.)

.  ̂VIF N^AirS t°Lleave area (?) P.m./27th and proceed divine
mile|yatO0900A/Jj?hUTVA ln po®“ ion (VC) 360“ Round Island 20 miles at 0900A/28th January, thence VIKING and ULVA are to
reourn to Plymouth through position (VA) and G Z S channel My 201130 refers. v cnannel*

(C. in C. Plymouth, 261911a to VIKING, ULVA.)

Enemy
Convoy
attacked.

Allied Air Activity.
•t".C.S. of enemy 3 merchant vessels 
vessels 62° 25’ N. 05° 45’ E., 090“ 
Results of attack: hits observed.
(A/C Duty ’J ’, 261135 to (?) q q )

3 escort 
5 knots.
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War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS.

"  411
26.1.1944.
Wednesday.

East
Coast.

Harwich.

Mining.

2 mines exploded in 076° 42 buoy 1^ and 2? miles 
respectively.
(WELLS, 261100A to C. in C. Nore.)

One ground mine detonated by M.M.S. at 1057 in 
52° 00' N. N. 01° 47.3' E. and second at 1107 in 
52° 04.5' N. 01° 47.8’ E.
(P.O.I.C. Harwich, 261154A to Admty.)

U-Boats.

U-Boat By D/F at 1643Z/26 U-Boat estimated within 75
reported. miles of 69° 30' N. 01° 30’ E.

(D.D.I.C. , 261916A to A.I.G.47.)

The A/S attack by Wellington F/179 on 19th 
November, 1943, has been assessed as ’’Probably 
sunk” .
2. Request you will convey congratulations to 
those concerned with this success.
(D.A/U.D., 262006a to Air Ministry.)

We congratulate CRANE and FuLEY on their anti-submarine hunt on 
2l8t November 1943, which has been assessed as ’’Probably sunk". 
(D.A/U.D., 262007A to CRANE, FOLEY.)

U-Boats
probably
sunk.

LENA
LUCKENBACH.

Casualties and Defects.

Commenced towing LENA LUCKSNBACH 260102A to 
Clyde.
(SAUCY, 260115 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Arrived SAUCY towing LENA LUCKENBACH. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 261948 to Admty.)

ASSIDUOUS, ASSIDUOUS arrived.
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 260203A to C. in C. W.A. )

SAMUEL
DEXTER.

t<5 sail.

Request you sail ASSIDUOUS escorted by AQUAMARINE 
forthwith to assist SAMUEL DEXTER reported in 
56.07 N. 08.57 W. at 0900A/26th.
(C. in C. W.A. , 261132A to' Gdre. (d ) W.A.) 
Commodore (d ) W.A’s 261135. ASSIDUOUS is unable 

Request you will sail a tug to assist SAMUEL DEXTER 
. 1? 5*,W *A *» 261553A to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Immediately on being relieved of tow proceed to search for 
SAMUEL DEXTER reported in 056w 21’ N. J09° 55’ w. at 1538a 
yesterday and in 056“ 07’ N. 008° 57’ w. at 0900A today. Report 
as soon as in contact. SS. SAMUEL DEXTER is to be takeA to 
Belfast.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 261555A to SAUCY )
26155|aiJ?ersfD0Y l° a3SlSt SA“TOSL DEXTEr ! 0. In 0. W.A.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 261934 to C. in C. W.A.)

/EMPIRE ...
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H)MS COMMANDS.

EMPIRE
TREASURE.

Casualties and Defects.- Conod.
My 252151. Inform EMPIRE TREASURE her final 
destination is Newport.
(C. in C. W.A., 261227A to GIFFARD.)

VANSITTART. My 251951. VANSITTART steamed to Tobermory
on both engines, slow on port. Diver reports 
A/S dome sheared off, seating torn and piece 8 
feet long hanging. Two cracks eighteen inches 

and twelve inches abreast hedgehog. Port bilge keel turned 
in from whalers after davit to funnel. Port propellor half of each blade missing. Request destination.
(WESTERN ISLES, 261909 to C. in C. W.A )

Shipping and Convoys.
Troopship Following is summary No.23 of major troopship
movements. movements in and out of Clyde and Liverpoolduring period of 20th February.

(D.S.T., 260150A.)

E.G. 40. VANOC sailed to overtake.
(Cdre. (d ) W.A., 261000a  to C. in C. W.A.)

M.K.F.27A. 
(RAMILLIES) 
U-Boat 
attacked by
ESSINGTON.

(DY) 55.35 N. Channel.

Report P.C.3. forthwith.
(D.O.D. (H) , 261049A to RAMILLIES.)
P.C.S. at 1200A, 053° 32’ N. 011° 22’ if., 020°, 15.
(RAMILLIES, 261058Z to Admty.)
ESSINGTON attacked probable U-Boat in 53° 46* N.
10° 47* w .  Estimate no damage.
(E.G. 3, 261301Z to C. in C. W.A.)

Alter course forthwith to pass through new 
10.00 V/. (DY) 55.50 N. 08.15 W. Thence to North

(D.O.D.(B), 261542A to RAMILLIES.)
My 261542A. Omic position (DX). Proceed direct to (DS)
(D.O.D.(H), 261612A to RAMILLIES.)Your (group missed) 858 ESSINGTON on advanced Radar Screen 

(group missed) low (2 groups missed) gain (2 groups missed) 
contact at 1247Z at range of 3 miles. Radar contact faded quickly (rest of message missed).

(E.G.3 to C. in C. W.A., T.O.R. 262258.)
After passing Rathlin Is. intend to detach ESSINGTON as escort for M.K.F.27A. Remainder of escort group 3 E T A Mew Island 0900A. 10 officers and 60 ratings passengers!(E.G. 3, 262331 to C. in C. W.A.)

My 211155 and F.O.I.C. Humber's 241010. 
BOMBADIER detailed as rescue tug escort. 
(P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 261201A to Cdre. (d ) W A ) 
H.M.R.T. GRIPER detailed 0.N.222.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 262108A to C. in C. W.A.)

/S.L.147 ...
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War Diary. Wednesday.

S. L.147.

HOME COMMANDS.

Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
1. S.L.147. 2. January 22nd. 4. 7^ knots. 
6. BIDEFORD. 7. 21 ships for U.K.
(D.T.D., 261326A to C. in C. W.A.)

0.N.221. GENTIAN detached to land critical sick case at 
Moville and rejoin.
(B.2., 261634Z to C. in C. W.A.)

H.X. 275. Leave Lough Foyle as requisite to R/V with H.X 
275 due position A  1700A/27th. Ocean Escort 
LOOSESTRIFE. No Liverpool local escort.
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 262235A to SETTER.)

V



MOST SECRET

War Diary*

MAYO
(Spanish).

ANTELOPE.

MONTE ICIAR.

LUCIA.

Argentina, 
relations 
with Axis.

Operational
Control.

414

FOREIGN STATIONS.

26.1.1944. 
Wednesday.

North Atlantic.
Your 061743, seize motor vessel MAYO. 
(D.E.W.D. 260021A to C.C.3.0.Gibraltar.) 
Seized 27th, q.v.

ANTELOPE arrived Ponta Delgada 1000 G.M.T. today 
26th.
(N.C.S.O.Ponta Delgada 260943C to Admty.)

Spanish steamship MONTE ICIAR arrived Las Palmas 
25th and leaves for Huelva after bunkering. 
Desirable to send her in for examination as one 
of this month’s quota.
(D.E.W«D. 262042A to F.O.G.M.A.)

South Atlantic.
Sailed LUCIA escorted by ARCTIC EXPLORER, ST. ZENO 
ST. LOMAN, CAP.& WARWICK to Kilindini (route). 
E.T.A. Kilindini 04002?/4th Feb. speed 8^ knots. 
(Com. i/c Durban 260904Z to Admty. etc.)

f

It is officially announced that Argentina has broken off diplomatic relations with Axis. 
(B.N.S.O.Rio de Janeiro 261458Z to Admty.)

Your 202059Z Jan. approved subject to it being mad 
clear to Comar Dakar that this does not impair 
fundamental principle of British operational control.
(Hd. of M.II Approved by V.C.N.3. 261741A to F.O.C.W.A.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.

26.1.191+1+.Wednesday.

Landing in Anzio Area - Operation "Shingle11.
Have fired 200 rounds at Torreg (?Terrachina) and 
11+00 into Forraia. Shall be ready for F.0.0. 
by 1000/ 26th.
(DIDO, 260550A to C. in C. Med. Naples, (R) C.S.15» 
F.O.W.It.).

Minesweeping Weather unfit for sweeping, returning to Naples.
(S.O. M/S 12, 26061+0 to F.O.W.It.).

Convoy N.A.M.7* P.C. and S at 0630A 01+0 degs. 1+7' 012
N.A.M.7. degs. 39’ 260 degs. 1+ knots. One Liberty ship

in company. Convoy is scattered over 6 miles 
with a few L.S.T. out of control.
(GRENVILLE, 26065&A to C.T.F.81 (r ) F.O.W.It.).

ST. KILDA put in charge of 3 L.S.T. and one L.C.I.(L) which 
are running before wind with defective steering. Approx, 
positions 01+0 degs. 1+6’ 013 degs. 0 5 ’. Ordered to report direct 
to you.

(GRENVILLE, 260815A to F.O.W.It. (R) C.T.F.81).
Convoy in two groups 6 miles apart will arrive vicinity 

Cape Papas at dusk.
(GRENVILLE, 261355A to C.T.F.81).
My 261355. Convoy N.A.M. 7 of 15 L.S.T. and one liberty 

•ship hove to off position DD. Intend screening until 01+00 and 
then complying with F.O.W.It's. 261633* Cdre. in L.S.T.1+02 and 
liberty ship have no further instructions.

(GRENVILLE, 261857A to C.T.F.81).
N.A.M.7. comprising 11+ L.S.Ts. and 2 Liberties scattered and 

E.T.A. uncertain.
(2) Intend sailing 10 L.S.Ts. at 261700 and if weather moderates 
a large L.S.T. convoy at 270800.
(3) AUSTIN and MEDUCTIO sail 261200.
(1+) L.C.T. sailing cancelled until weather improves.
(F.O.W.It. 261013 to C.T.F.81).

At 1200/26th escort EMPIRE AUSTIN and FORT MEDUCTIC from 
(2 Corrupt groups) 028 degs. (119?) on arrival to transport area. 
Sneed 9 knots codeword "Jessie" 206.

(F.O.W.It. 261029A to FAULK).OR).

Army l+6th Weekly Summary. Operations 16th to 22nd Jan.
Report 22/1. Sixth Corps. Elements successfully landed in the 

Anzio F.81 Area at 0200 hours 22nd Jan. Complete 
surprise achieved. Third Div. landed on beaches 
east of Anj+io. Rangers and Commandos landed at 

Anzio. First Er. Div. landed area 6 miles N. Anzio. Landing 
proceeded satisfactorily and by night Anzio and Nettun© F8717 
were occupied and beachhead was approx. 1+ miles deep.
(A.F.H.Q. Algiers, 260900A to W.O.).

Naples Resume normal traffic Naples. Cancel my 22011+2
traffic. 1+73 B and my 21+1802 - 1+80B.

(C. in C. Med., 261003A to Med. Station, 1+83 B , 
Admty.).

/Situation...
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26.1 .19144. 
Wednesday.

Mediterranean.

Landing in Anzlo Area - Operation "Shingle" - Contd 
Situation Medcos No.16 from Wilson.
Reports. (1) Build up into Beachhead is ahead of schedule

despite bad weather of day before yesterday.
Anzio developing well. Wind at the momemt is 
moderating but a considerable swell is expected to 

continue for some time, slowing up landings over beaches.
Cruisers and destroyers continued bombarding coastal road in 
vicinity Terracina and Forraia.
(Fairbanks, 261235Z).

Operation "Shingle" Sitrep.
(1 ) Weather bad night 25/26 and today. No beach maintenance. 
L.3.T8. unloading slowly through Anzio. Liberties not working.
(2) Wind now veering N.W. and decreasing. Outlook improved.
(3) It is hoped to have 8 L.S.T. berths in Anzio working 
tomorrow 27th.
(4) Y.M.S.3C L.C.I.(L) 32 L.S.T.422 all mined and lost during 
last 24 hours in "Shingle" area.
(5) DIDO and INGLEFIELD have been firing steadily on Formia 
KEHPENFELT takes over tonight and MAURITIUS tomorrow 27th.
(6) Counter attacks against Bridgehead have been repulsed with 
losses to enemy.

(C. in C.Med.,Naples, 261853, to Admty.).
Situation Report No. 282.

(1) Operation "Shingle". Building up of Anzio area ahead of 
schedule and unloading over X beach resumed on 25th Jan. but 
weather has deteriorated to-day and work over beaches may have 
stopped.
(2) At least 7 enemy aircraft claimed shot down by ship’s A/A 
fire and fighters during dusk attack 24th Jan. Enemy air activity 
continued on 25th but no casualties or damage reported.
(3) Y.M.S.30 mined and sunk at l630/25th and L.S.T.422 mined and 
gutted by fire at 0520/ 26th.
(4) Bombardment of Formia area continued on 25th and during 
night 25th/26th Jan. DIDO has relieved MAURITIUS.

(C. in C. Med., 262144A to Admty. etc.).

L.C.Ts. Understand you wish to maintain 30 L.C.T. special
discharging merchant ships. Request confirmation 
and an indication of the types you require. 
(F.O.W.It.,261236A to C.T.F.81).

FAULKNOR F.0.15th. C.S’s. 261054 (N.T. in W.D.). FAULKNOR
is on her way to Anzio. No other relief available. 
(C. in C. Med. at Naples, 261642A to C.T.F.81, 
F.0.15 C.S.).

LAFOREY,
LOYAL.

LAFOREY, LOYAL E.T.A. Naples 0630/27 route "Fox". 
Ships require 740 tons fuel and following 4.7 
mark XI ammunition.
(Capt.(D) 19> 262120A to F.O.W.It.).

Enemy A/C 2 Twilight torpedo glider bomber and dive bomber
attacKS. attacks. L.S.T. (?366) hit badly damaged. BANVARDaii steam line ruptured and other damage by

/near...
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Mediterranean.

Enemy A/C 
attacks 
(Contd.).

Landing in Anzio Area - Operation "Shingle" - Ccn 
near misses.
With constant bombing day and night, unfavourable 
weather damage, and breakdown small craft rate of 
unloading is reduced to about 6 L.S.T. per day. 
Recommend using L.C.I.(L) for ammunition and rati 
believe we can unload 36 a day in bad weather 
conditions.
(C.T.F. 81, 262122A to C. in C. Med.).

General
Axis One merchant ship 2 destroyers passed my area at
shipping, 0400/26th course 100 degs. high speed, no
Aegean, torpedoes fired.
TORBAY, (P.47 (DOLFIJN)* 260530 to Capt.(S) 1, (R) TORBAY).
DOLFIJN. (1) TORBAY proceed forthwith to patrol South

Tenedos as ordered. My 241444 para.1. Pass 
through positions:-

(a ) 090 degs. Cape Doro 8 miles. (B) 038 degs. 55' 024 degs.57f.
(C) 270 degs. Cape Baba 15 miles.
(2; P.47 DOLFIJN proceed forthwith to patrol UJ Amorgo to inter
cept Milo Leros traffic.
(Capt.(S) 1, 260818B to TORBAY, DOLFIJN, (R) F.O.L.E.M.).

Air A.335* Daily Opsura 273.
reports. 25th. 1 Baltimore (A.30) 4 Mitchells (B.25) and 6

R.P. Beaufighters anti-shipping R/C Aegean. R.P. 
Beaufighter attacked a 100 ton Caique on stocks at 
Karlovass harbour (Samos) scoring 3 x 25 lb. R.P. 

hits and many strikes with cannon. 7 Caiques of 50/100 tons 
also attacked with cannon and R.P. in Khios Harbour but results 
unobserved. At Paroekla (Paros) cannon strikes were seen on a 
Caique of 100 tons. R.Ps. fell 10 yards snort but probably scored 
hits underwater. 1 further attack was carried out by the 
Beaufighter at Livadhi Bay, Scriphos Island, where 2 Caiques 
of 100 tons and 150 tons respectively were damaged by cannon 
fire. R.Ps. fell short.
(H.Q. R.A.F. M.E. 261105Z).

AirrCositintrep No.200. Med. Allied Air Force.
Day 25th Jan. Fighter bombers attacked shipping in Dubtavnik 
(?Dubrovnik) Harbour and scored near misses on M/V 200 ft.,and 
damaged one barge by straffing. 6 M.A. - 205s. straffed and 
started a fire on M/V 150 ft. in Ploca Bay.

(Air C. in C. Med. T.0.0. Nil/26th).

/Sigma...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Single ship search scheme "Sigma" for U/boats. 
(C. in C. Med., 261120A, Med. Station 484D and 
281800A Med. Station B.492).
See Lion Copy.

Enemy anchorage one gunboat 37.07 N. 25.11 E.(?)a . 
Have attacked enemy result unobserved.
(A/C, PZZ/X, 261350Z).

Your 191118A. Request PERNMOOR be routed to 
Rosyth and anticipated date of sailing reported. 
(D.B.D.,262107A to C. in C. Med.).
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MESSAGE

From C, in G* Mediterranean

N.eval Cypher O.T.P* hy W/T

261120A/January IN 

Date 27* 1*^4 

Reod. 0723

Addressed Med, Station U&k D repeated C, in C,
Western Approaohes

Following single ship search sohome to he 
icnnwn as sigMA soaroh incorporating prinoiples of 
3ETA and VIGNOT sear oho s is  design od for use who 
n nnnt 'boon sighted or dotoctod hy Radar
S ? S ! '  sSrfaoo W  the vicinity Of land by ship 
f i t  tod with Fuxors.
( 2 )  Datum lino la  a lino drawn through tha diving 
JoBitiSn approximately porallol to the ooaat lino.

S i

roluoQ11 to~BWaoping1 epood°on & “ l i ! ^ £ t i % «r t t o r t
toward",

^ llt ? ? r :r o o :1^ Ŝ 0 ° 7 7 ^ o % f a . « t Daa ^ ing 

lino,
( 6) 3 minutes -af-t-er-m *  
course o6o° inward
( 7 ) After further 3 mlnutoa alter further 0t|2J 
(<? inward)
( 8) After further 3 minutes alter further 035°
inward, *
( 9 ) I f  oentaot has net hy then boon 8^ nod further 
action muat ho attorned by epproolation of U boats 
most prchahle movement*

^ff/OOA;

1st S .L .(2 ) 
V .C .N .B ,
A .C .N .S .  (H)
a .c .n . s . ( f )
\»C«N. S. (UT) (2) 
A.C.N.S. (W)
N . A. 1st S.L. 
U.W.R.
0p8, ( 2)
P l o t
O .  L . ( 5)  v
0 . I . C . ( 2)
M. (  2 )

261120A . -
Advanoe oopy Ops C.D, 0.1.G*

D
,N ,I . (5) 

of P* (2 )
D, of P. ( 0 )  (2 ) 
D.A/S.W.
D.A/U.D.  
B .S .D .C p)  
D .T .D . l^ ,
d . t . d . ( c ;
D*Map Rm»
A d i. B lake
ti.S.N. (3)

D.T.! 
I . P .

File
{ W  in )
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
Bi-weekly U-boat disposition No.20. 
(C. in C.E.F., 2603U5Z).

Daily Opsum No.682.
21+th Jan. 1 Liberator Arakan coast. 2 possible 
M/Ls. attacked left sinking Akyab area.
25th Jan. 14 Hurricanes waterways Mayu-Kaladan. 
Damaged 12 Sampans, machine gunned troops.

1 Mosquito P.R.U. Andamans. 2 light cruisers probably Kumi Glass 
10 miles east Port Blair, course 270 degs.
(A/C S.E.A. 260701Z, 260802Z).

Part III. 14th U.S.a.A.F. 5 U.S. Mitchells B.25 sea sweep 
(FOWNR W as reed. 7F00CH0W) area. 5 cargo passenger vessels 
freighters sunk, 1 damaged. Enemy float plane (Jake) shot down. 
Landed water left burning. Total enemy casualties approx. 1+0 
1+ U.S. Mitchells (B.25) sea sweep South West Hong Kong. 2 A/C., 
no offensive. 2 A/C sank 1 possible ammunition ship Nampang 
Island.

(A.C. S.E.A. 206802Z).

TACTICIAN Summarized report of TACTICIAN’S 3rd Far East
R. of P. patrol. Times zone Z.

1800/8th Jan. 006 degs. 21’ 093 degs. 22* 16 knots 
which could not be definitely identified as enemy 
therefore not attacked.

2310/16th Jan. sighted KAGU MARU class seaplane carrier unescorted 
005 degs. 2 9 ' 096 degs. 3 0 ' course 295 degs. 16 knots out of 
range.
(Capt.(s) 1+, 260818Z to C. in C.E.F., Admty.).

War Diary

U-boats

Air
Report.

U/boats. Estimated positions.
(D.D.I.C., 261819A to C. in C.E.F., A.C.N.B.).



MOST SECRET

420

V/ar Diary*
FOREIGN STATIONS.

26.1.1944. 
Wednesday.

America & West Indies.
BRONZO* A.M. 182035. Has offer yet been made?

(Head of M.II 261552A to B.A.D.)
Reply 272109Z.

New Con- List of ships for redirection of mails.
3truction. (B.A.M.R. 261826Z to Admty.)

PRINCE HENRY, 
MAGIC,
Russian A.Ms.

PRINCE HENRY departed Bermuda also MAGIC escorting 
Russian A.Ms. 145, 146- 147, S.Cs- 720, 1075 and 
1076.
(3.B.N.O.W.A. 261955Z to Admty.)

T.F.65. C.R No. 1024. Task Force 65 Captain Huber in EBERH
Comcortdiv 9 in H0Y/ARD, Cortdiv 9, Comcortdiv 46 
in MENGES, Cortdiv 48 CHICOPEE plus small craft 
given in separate despatch hereby constituted. 

Escort U.G.S.32 departing 3 Feb. from Hampton Roads to North 
Africa and return escorting G.U.S.31. SAGITTAIRE may join up 
from Bermuda.
(Cinclant 262120 to Com. 10, etc.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Early hours patrol Liberator attacked single 
probable torpedo boat of about 500 tons 60 miles 
east Wewak. Vessel claimed damaged.
2. Escorted by three Squadrons,Lightnings struck 
same time seven Squadrons Mitchells Lorengau and 

Momote Areas with 500 pound bombs and heavily straffed area. 
Lugger or small freighter was left burning buildings and jetty 
were destroyed, also 3 grounded aircraft.
7» Night Jan. 23rd M.T.Bs. sank 3 Troop laden barges 40 miles 
South East Hansa Bay, one barge near (?) Boaadjid.
8. Same niteht unknown number enemy aircraft bombed Dreger Harbour 
Finschhafen Area, causing slight damage and casualties.
13. Monday January 24th 18 Avengers escorted by 84 Fighters heavi 
attacked shipping Rabaul Harbour from Masthead Height. Five 
cargo vessels, one tanker were sunk or destroyed by direct hits 
with half ton bombs while one cargo ship and one tanker were 
damaged.
15. Night Jan. 24/25th M.T.Bs. shelled area south Motupena Point 
Empress Augusta Bay with mortar and gunfire.
(G.H.Q.3.W.P.A. 260732A. )

Digest serial 
No. 736 Jan. 
25th.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S ubm arines A tta c k e d .
S/M a t t a c k  F o r 24 h rs»  to  0 9 0 0 Z /2 6 th  J a n u a ry .& s i g h t i n g  P a ra . A. 1 . VERSATILE a t t a c k e d  U -Boat on s u r f a c esummary. a t  1 2 2 3 /2 5 th  Ja n u a ry  in  51° 1 7 ’ N. 17° 4 0 ' W.2 . A/C D/120 s ig h te d  U -B oat on s u r f a c e  a t  1 8 2 7 / 2 5 th  J a n u a ry  i n  59° 1 0 ' N. 13° 4 7 ' V/.3. Unknown s h ip  s i g h t e d  U -B oat a t  1430/ 2 5 t h  J a n . in  50° 1 1 ' N. 34° 3 3 ' V/. *
P a ra . B. 1 . a/ c s i g h t e d  s u s p e c te d  wake a t  1 7 2 0 /2 4 th  J a n u a ry  in  33° 4 0 ' N. 09° 5 9 ' W.(D .D .I .C . 261037Z .)* P a ra . 3 c a n c e l l e d .  (2 7 1 0 2 2 .)My 221059 J u ly  1942.
1. S h ip s  e s c o r t i n g  convoy 0 .3 .6 5 /K .M .S .39 c a r r i e d  o u t two "H edgehog” a t t a c k s  on a U -B oat a t  a b o u t 1945Z /19  in  50° 2 7 ' N. 18° 1 7 ' W. Second a t t a c h  p ro d u ced  e x p lo s io n  an d  s h ip s  r e p o r t e d  i n v e s t i g a t i n g  l a r g e  o i l  p a tc h  a t  2035Z /19 .(D .A .U .D . 261859A .)

S ubm arines R e p o rte d .
E s tim a te d  p o s i t i o n s .(D .D .I .C . 261502A , 261563A. )
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Spanish
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27.1.1944.
Thursday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1(a) S.B.N.O. North Russia reports today that 
in the attack by U-Boats yesterday upon Convoy 
J.W. 56A off the North Cape the damage to OBDURATE 
was caused by the explosion of an acoustic 
torpedo close off her starboard side while she 
was under starboard wheel, and that the ĵ /Vs. 
PENELOPE BARKER 7177 tons, ANDREW G. CURTIN 7200 
tons, and PORT BELLINGHAM 7153 tons were sunk. 
Fifty-one survivors have been rescued from 
PENELOPE BARKER, sixty-six from ANDREW G. CURTIN, 
and a number from PORT BELLINGHAM including the Commodore. The remaining 3 M/Vs. of the 
Murmansk section with the Through and Destroyer 
Escorts arrived at the Kola Inlet at 2316a  today; 
and the further nine M/Vs. have been met by the 
Local Escort and are proceeding to the Dvina Bar 
with the Tanker SAN ADOLFO for Iokanka. Thirty- 
six survivors from PORT BELLINGHAM are on board 
a Russian destroyer.
(b) Convoy J.W.56B was about 170 miles East of 
Jan Mayen at 0800 today, and METEOR left Skaale- 
fiord (Faroes) at 0129a  to join the Destroyer Escort.

2. The U.S. Escort Carrier CROATAN with 4 
destroyers (Task Porce 21.13) was operating 
today in the western Bay approaches and is to 
be relieved there today by the U.S. Escort 
Carrier CARD and 3 destroyers (Task Force 21.14) which left Hampton Roads on the 24th January.

North Atlantic.
3. P.0. Gibraltar and Mediterranean Approaches
left Ponta Delgada at 0930 G.M.T. today on the 
conclusion of his visit to the Azores, in the 
destroyer ANTELOPE.

4(a) The Spanish motor vessel MAYO was seized at 
Gibraltar today on Admiralty instructions (D.E.W.D. 
(b) Replying to N.A. Madrid, the Admiralty state 
that the acceptance of Spanish ships in Allied 
convoys is at present absolutely precluded on security grounds, and any assistance to Spanish 
tonnage from Allied resources is also out of the question.

M

/L.S.T. ...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
5. The American L.S.T.228, which grounded last 
week on a rocky beach near Angra, caught fire at 
1000 today and exploded.

South Atlantic.
6. A submarine sighting report was intercepted 
at 2033 from the British tanker SAN CIPRIANO in 
26.22 S. 34.45 E., but it was later established 
that the report was due to her seeing star shell 
fired by an escort trawler.

Mediterranean.
7(a) Weather improved in the Anzio area today 
and the forecast for the next 48 hours is good.
(b) The cruisers DELHI and SPARTAN were ordered 
to report to C.T.F. 81 in the U.S.S. BISCAYNE 
for A/A protection cover duties.
(c) L.S.T.427 is to replace L.S.T.422, rained 
yesterday. L.S.T.321 was slightly damaged in an air attack today.
(d) MAURITIUS, cruiser, and KEMPENFELT, destroyer 
bombarded the coast road and town of Formia in 
daylight today with satisfactory results. They 
continued harassing fire after dark.
(e) Leading elements of the 6th Corps, advanced 
beyond the support range of naval gunfire except 
on the flanks.
(f) Enemy air effort, judged by the number of 
sorties, appears to be diminishing. During 
daylight today, 140 enemy aircraft were reported 
over the assault area, of which 25 were claimed 
destroyed, 3 probably destroyed and 5 damaged.

8(a) Eight Axis ships, including the RHEIN and 
MOSEL, after being detained by the Turks at 
Cannakale for examination, left for the Aegean at 
1430 G. M.T. The submarine TORBAY was given 
freedom of action north of 39° N. and east of 
25° E.

/(b)
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Aegean. 
(Contd.)

Mediterranean.
(b) Two small German craft, LUZUE and GERDA 
DIERKS arrived at Istanbul this afternoon from 
the Black Sea in transit for the Aegean.
(c) Middle East joint intelligence appreciation 
is that naval and air action against enemy small 
craft in the Aegean and South Poloponnese may 
seriously disrupt the island supply programme 
and compel the enemy to use more large ships.

Relief
Ships,
Piraeus.

9. The Germans require certain amendments of 
route for all Swedish relief vessels proceeding 
to and from the Piraeus. F.O. Levant concurs.

U/Bs. off 
Socotra.

East Indies.
10(a) News was received today that the British 
SURADA, independently routed from Colombo to Aden, was torpedoed at 1900 G.M-. T./26th in 13.00 
N. 55.15 E., about 50 miles E.N.E. of Socotra. 
Her crew were picked up by the DARRO, which is returning to Aden.
(b) The British SAMOURI, independently routed 
from Bombay to Aden was also torpedoed a.m. 
yesterday in 13.13 N. 56.00 E. about 95 miles 
N.E. of Socotra and sank lster. 35 survivors 
are in the SHAZHADA. . The U-Boat, believed German, may be moving into the Gulf of Aden.

11. UNICORN, aircraft repair ship, with 2 
destroyers, arrived at Cochin this morning from
Aden and U.K. RENOWN and 3 destroyers arrived at Colombo today from Aden and U.K.

America and 'West Indies.
H.X. 276 collision, 
EMPIRE MANOR 
sunk.

12. EDWARD KAVANAGH (U.S.) and EMPIRE MANOR (British) in Convoy H.X.276 were in collision at 
1130 today. The former was escorted to St. Johns, 
N.P. The latter on fire was abandoned at 0015/28 
in 44.05 N. 52.35 W., and subsequently broke in

/two ...
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America and West indies.
two, the after part sinking. The escort was 
therefore instructed to sink the fore part which 
was considered unsalvsble.

Australia and New Zealand.
13. 7 Liberators which bombed Dilli water front
(Portuguese Timor) this afternoon destroyed one 
small' freighter and damaged jetty buildings.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Policy.
TARTAR On completion of present refit TARTAR is allocated

to Home Fleet for temporary duty in the Plymouth 
Command..
(A.C.N.S.(H), 270015A to C. in C.H,F.).

To enable C. in C.W.A. to form Support Groups it 
is intended that the 18 old ships nominated to 
C. in C.W.A. 02+1108 para.4. should remain in 
commission for the time being.
(2) To provide some reserve of personnel in case 

of emergency these ships are to be subject to recall for paying 
off.
(3) F.O.R.F. is requested to arrange a special organisation for 
rapid release of crews, if necessary at a cost to security of 
stores and equipment.
(A.C.N.S.(H), 270115A to C. in C.W.A.,F.O.C.R.F.).

Support
Groups.

HUMBOLDT Request you will sail U.S.S. HUMBOLDT on 29th Jan;
or when ready to Casablanca. Route.
(D.O.D.(H), 271540A to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven).

TANTALUS TANTALUS eventually departed Scilly Isles at
2712+30A. My 231731 and 261849 refer. 
(Capt.(S) 3» 271847 to F.O.G.M.A.).

Defence of U.K.
O.S. Command. To meet urgent operational requirements, it has 
A/A Defences. become necessary for heavy reductions to be made

in the A/A defences of the United Kingdom. The 
Admiralty has accepted a reduction of three H.A.A. 
batteries and one searchlight battery in your 

command. It is hoped you agree that the number of A/A defences 
remaining to you after this reduction has been made will be a 
sufficient insurance against the present scale of air attack.
(2) It is requested that you will report when these guns and 
lights can be made available after consultation with the local 
A/A Commander.
(V.C.N.S., 272254A to A.C.O.S.)•

Iceland
A/A
Defences.

If ports used by Fleet are left entirely 
defenceless the facts will probably leak out, 
inviting attack.
(2) Consider some form of gun defence however 
light should be maintained.
(3) A.C.I.C. 180032 refers.
(C. in C.H.F.,272340A to Admty.).

Operations.
Operation Skaalefiord departure METEOR. Your 261550 refers.
”F.W." (N.O.I.C. Faeroes, 270129A to V.A.2.).
PENELOPEBARKER, .ANDREW G. CURTIN /Pos 1 11 on.. .
FORT BELLINGHAM sunk on 26th Jan .
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Operations.
Position at 272000.
HYDRA, HONEYSUCKLE 061 degs. 1+0’ N. 005 degs. 00' 
W. to Scapa and Clyde respectively, 12.
(A.C.O.S., 271139A to Admty.).
On your arrival in harbour request brief signalled 
report of J.W.56A voyage including tactical 
features and whether Foxers proved of value.
(C. in C.H.F., 27121+5 to Capt. (D) 26).
J.W.56A. Following ships sunk. PENELOPE BARKER 
(51 survivors), ANDREW G. CURTIN (66 survivors), 
FORT BELLINGHAM (number of survivors not yet 
known but Cdre. is safe).
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 271351A to Admty.).
Soviet Authorities have suggested that a 21+ hours 

Soviet Armed Guard should be posted in holds of British Ships in 
Northern Ports during unloading to prevent thefts. Please 
confirm no objection.
2) Similar proposal ha3 been made to Americans.
Ad. Fisher, 271651C to S.B.N.O's. North Russia, Archangel)..

V.a .2 260331. Intend sailing at 1100A/28. MATCHLESS, E.T.A. 
Scapa 0800/30, WRESTLER detaching at Cantick Head for Clyde. 

(WRESTLER, 271820A to C. in C.H.F.).
Arrived Seidisfiord WRESTLER, ONYX.
(A.C.I.C., 271920A to C. in C.H.F.).
Seidisfiord departure ONYX. E.T.A. Akureyri 1200A/28th. 
(A.C.I.C. 272136A to C. in C.H.F.).
Kola Inlet. Arrived Murmansk section J.W.56A 3 ships 

together with 26th D.F. through escort. White Sea section met 
by local escort and proceeded Dvina Bar with SAN ADOLFO for 
Iokanka. Russian Destroyer FELIX DZERZHINSKI has 36 survivors 
from FORT BELLINGHAM. My 271351 refers.

(S.B.N.°. North Russia, 272316a to Admty.).
Damage to OBDURATE caused by acoustic torpedo exploding 

close off starboard side while ship under starboard wheel.
(2) Following damage sustained. Details.
(3) Ship requires docking to repair leans. It is intended also 
to remove starboard propeller to facilitate steering and increase 
speed up to a maximum of 25 knots. Present maximum speed 17 
knots.
(5) No casualties from above.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 272358A to C. in C.H.F.).

Operation 
" F. W.".
PENELOPE 

BARKER, 
ANDREW G.

CUTRIN, 
FORT

BELLINGHAM 
sunn on 
26th Jan. 
(Contd.).

Possible submarines sound contact 1+7-31 N. 21.59 
W. at 1030Z by CHARLES LAWRENCE. Urgent attack 
with depth-charges. DONNEL left on scene for two 
hours.
(U.S. Ship at Sea, 271051 to C. in C.U.S.Fleet). 
Weather has prevented operations since morning 
21+th until today. From 270600Z positions 1+5*22 N. 
23*37 W. search negative for homeward-bounder now 
out of bounds. From 1+1+.33 N. 22.06 W. at 1900Z 

heading for better weather vicinity 1+0 N. 20 W. to refuel escort 
and try intercept subs estimated Cominch 27 1602.
(C.T.G. 21.13» 271931 to C. in C. Lant).

Proceed at good speed to operate against sub concentration 
now vicinity latitude 1+1+ longitude 33 as relief for Task Group 
21.13.

(C. in C. Lant, 272139 to C.T.G. 21 -1l+).
/ A/S...

Biscay A/S 
operations. 
U-boat 
attacked by
CHARLES

LAWRENCE.
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A/S search 
off N.W. Ireland.

Operations - Contd.
C. in C.W.A. 262132 not to STUART PRINCE. STUART 
PRINCE available and ready to sail at one hour's 
notice.(F.O.C.T., 272241A to C. in C.W.A.).

Operation 
"V.P.57". Patrol A.H.

'My 07191+7A December. Postponed indefinitely. 
(A.C.O.S., 2 7 1 0 5 7A).

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

(V.A. Dover, 2 7 1 6OI4A).
My 251821 para. 1B. Amend 15th February and FF 
to read 20th February and T7 T8.(ii) T7 T8 will be used as waiting position. As 
soon as convoy is clear TRADEWIND will be moved 
North to intercept U-boat probably in the 
vicinity of 073 degs. N. 016 degs. E.
(F.O.S., 271839A to Capts. S3, 39).

BRABANT,
WOLSUM,
VANTE.

Enemy Intelligence.
Following ships carrying troops reported to be 
leaving Harstad southbound as follows:- 
a.m. 27th BRABANT, WOLSUM, p.m. 27th VANTE. (F.O.(S), 272027A to S/Ms.).

EMPIRE
TREASURE.

Casualties and Defects.
Arrived EMPIRE TREASURE in tow of BUSTLER, escort 
GIFFARD.(N.C.S.O. Barry, 2701+30 to Admty.).

VERSATILE E.T.A. Moville 1730Z. Have following urgent 
defects. Details.
(VERSATILE, 270926Z to Cdre. D.W.A.).

L.B.V.(M)367. My 191816 L.B.V.(M)367 is total loss. Wreck has disintegrated in heavy seas and salvage has been 
abandoned.(F.O.I.C. Portland, 271030 to Admty.).

ASSIDUOUS My 25181+6. Request you will undertake essential 
repairs to ASSIDUOUS to maker her seaworthy for 
passage to Liverpool and sail her when ready.
(C. in C.W.A., 27121+7A to Cdre. (D) W.A.).

Sailed rescue tug ASSIDUOUS. E.T.A. Bar light vessel 
0500/28th.(Cdre. (d ) W.A., 271736A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool).

VESPER Leak in reserve feed-tank probably due to leak 
in hull plating.Have been ordered to return. E.T.A. Bar Light 
1700Z/28th.
(VESPER, 271547Z to C. in C.W.A.).

/ SAMUEL...
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Casualties and Defects - Contd.
SAMUEL Coastguard Kyle reports derelict drifting in N.W.

DEXTER. direction off Greanhead Barra I. Your 261056 may
refer.
(N.O.I.C. Lochalsh, 271712 to C. in C.W.A.).

My 271712. Vessel ashore at Scurrival Point west side Barra 
Island. Wind W.N.W. strong.

(N.O.I.C. Lochalsh, 271838 to C. in C.W.A.).
Return to base. Ship is ashore on Barra Island.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 271849A to SAUCY).

PINCHER Have wire round propeller. Am being towed to
Yarmouth Roads by DURBAN. (?DUNBAR intended). 
Rescue tug.
(PINCHER, 271736a  to C. in C. Nore).

Departure tug DIVERSION to assist PINCHER.
(P.O.I.C. Gt. Yarmouth, 272010A).

JULIEN U.S.S. JULIEN POYDRAS proceeding to Clyde damaged,
POYDRa S. is expected to pass east of Clyde light vessel

about 2300A today. Request you will sail GRIPER 
to meet her in this position and stand by to assist 
until arrival Rothesay.
(P.O.I.C. Greenock, 272035A to N.O.I.C. Campbeltown) 

Your 272035A. GRIPER sailed.
(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown, 272114A to P.O.I.C. Greenock).

OBDURATE Damaged with Convoy J.W.56A on 26th January. Details
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 27235^+A).
See Operations.

Shipping and Convoys.

U.C.11. PREDERICKSBURG and TAMAROA in collision. Standing
FREDERICKSBURG, by for examination.
TAMAROA. (Cdre. Convoy U.C.11, 270110Z).

ERIN from Convoy U.C.11 left at 1230A for Clyde 
reporting engine trouble. E.T.A. Clyde 2130A. 
(C.T.G. 21.9# 271352 to C. in C.W.A.).

Report whether you have any stragglers after altering course 
to 000 degs.

(C. in C.W.A., 271216A to Escorts U.C.11).
C.T.G. 21.9 in AMESBURY plus RICH, BLESSMAN, BATES, BUNCH 

and BULL sailed for U.C.11 at 0735A.
(U.S.E.C.O. Londonderry, 270820Z to C. in C.W.A.).

0.N.221. Ships which fail to make R/V for 1200A for to-day
are to return to U.K.
(C. in C.W.A., 270155Z to Ships and Stragglers 
O.N. 221).

GENTIAN arrived 270300. Fuelled and sailed.
(Cdre. (d ) W.A., 270525A to G. in C. Portsmouth).
O.N.221 and 0.S.66/K.M.S.40. Report number of ships present 

at R/V.
(C. in C.W.A., 271126a to Escorts).

/You...
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Shipping and Convoys.
You were probably reported by enemy A/C at approx. 
1715A/27.
(D.D.I.C., 27181+3A to Escorts O.N.221).
LENA LUCKENBACH returned from O.N. (o) 221. Lost 
rudder.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde, 272010 to C. in C.W.A.).

Sail KEiiTS with despatch to join C.2. group 3.0. ST. 
CATHERINE'S. My 27161+2 is being passed to you.

(C. in C.W.A., 272216A to Capt.(d ) Belfast).

O.S.66 / Ships which fail to join convoy at R/V for 1200Z
K.M.S.1+0. to-day are to return to U.K.

fC. in C.V.A., 270158Z to ships and stragglers 
0.S.66/K.M.S.1+0).
Inform Commodore ENGLISH MONARCH returned Clyde. 
(C. in C.W.A., 270232A to Escorts).

It is hoped to sail CLARKIA from Lough Foyle at 2230 today 
to overtake 0.S.66.

(Cdre. (D) W.A., 271309A to C. in C.W.A.).
Sailed CLARKIA to overtake convoy.
(Cdre. (D) W.A., 272251 to C. in C.W.A.).

War Diary

O.N.221 
(Contd.).

E • G. 2,
ACTIVITY,
NAIRANA.

FENCER will not be available to sail with 
ACTIVITY and 2nd Escort Group. Na IRANA will sail 
in her place to carry out purport of my 21+2138A 
January.
(2) Cancel reference to (NAIRANA) in my 251305 
not to all addresses.
(C. in C.W.A. 271155A to N.O.I.C. Greenock).

S.L.11+6 If state of reserve feed-water tanks necessitates,
it is at your discretion to cancel support of convo 
and return direct Plymouth through following 
positions.
My 25211+1 refers.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 271501+A to ENTERPRISE).

Your 271501+. Intend covering 3.L.11+6 in accordance with 
your 25211+1A.
My P.C. and S. are 01+0 degs. 17' N. 026 degs. 21' W. 057 degs.
20.
Weather 5572, 161+7.

(ENTERPRISE, 272001A to C. in C. Plymouth).

K.M.F.28A A.M. 26l8i+8.
Convoy K.M.F.28A consisting of SS STRATHNAVER will 
be ready to leave Liverpool for Algiers on 1st 
Feb.

(3) Escort will be provided by UNDINE, PHEASANT and ERNE 
proceeding to join Command of C. in C. Med.
(D.O.D.(H), 271809A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool).
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T.G. 120.3.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 1

North Atlantic. 1
Com. Task Group 63.9 with L.C.I. (L)s 505 and 1 
506 arrived Horta. Redesignated Task Group 120.3 1 
Lt. J.G. Waters in L.C.I. 505 T.G. Commander. 1 
Request S.B.N.O. Azores, sail T.G. 120.3 when readyl

to Falmouth via route to he furnished by Admty., S. of A. 9.5. 
(Com. 12th Fleet 270921 to C.N.O., C.T.G.63.9, S.B.N.O. Azores.)

F.O.G.M.A. , 
Visit to 
Azores.

Sailed in ANTELOPE routed through (A) 037° 12' 1 
020° 01' (B) 036° 12’ 010° 01’ S. of A. 22 knots 
to be adjusted to pass Gate at 0915A Jan. 29th. 1 
2. Codeword ’'Umpire”. 3. Intend shifting to 1 
Gibraltar broadcast at 0100A Jan. 28th. 1 
(F.O.G.M.A. in ANTELOPE 270930 to F.O.G.M.A.)

MAYO
seized.

Your 260021. Spanish motor vessel MAYO ship 
seized.
(C.C.S.O. Gibraltar 271015A to Admty.)

Italian 
S/Ms. for 
Bermuda.

My 251854Z. All times are deferred 24 hours. 
Italian S/Ms. have private signals and single A/C 
letters only for recognition purposes.
(F.O.G.M.A. 271732 to Admty. etc.)

Spanish 
Shipping 
protection in 
event of 
German attack.

Your 222001A. German interests in Spain are too 
great to make it likely that they would risk 
the consequences of attacking Spanish ships. 
Morever, they have also to consider the reper
cussions in Portugal. It is conceivable,however, 
that a single Spanish ship might be "accidentally'! 
sunk as a warning.
2. Your will appreciate that (a) acceptance of 
Spanish ships in Allied convoys, and

(b) assistance to Spanish tonnage from Allied resources must 
continue to be purely academic questions until Spain has 
fundamentally changed her present attitude and behaviour.
(a) is at present absolutely precluded on security grounds and
would present practical difficulties, (b) is out of the question 
in the present discussions. 3. Spanish policy would have to 
change to such an extent that Spain gave active assistance to 
the Allies and in consequence ran the risk of her ships being 
sunk before protection of and assistance to Spanish shipping 
could be favourably considered. _
(Head of M. (i) Approved V.C.N.S. 271810A to N.A. Madrid.)

L.S.T.228 
(U.S.) ' 
destroyed.

Ref. My 221301Z. (American L.S.T.228 ashore on 
rocky beach near Angra.) Six M/T salved before^ 
operations suspended owing to weather. Vessel is 
hard and fast with heavy seas breaking over and 
at 1000 today exploded and caught fire. Further 
report on prospect of salvage of cargo will be

forwarded.
(S.T.O.I.C. Azores 272200Z to D.3.T.)
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South Atlantic.
Intend to sail DUCA DEGLI ABRUZZI 0700Z/29th.Jan. 
to position J, to arrive 0800Z/31st to carry out 
Freecar patrol inward DUCA DEGLI ABRUZZI shifting 
to line GH daylight 1st February, leaving patrol 
from position H dusk 5th Feb. Comar Dakar is 

to sail 1 French Cruiser to assume line J.K. a.m. 5th 
shifting to line GH a.m. 6th Feb.
A. 271433A to Comar Dakar, etc.)

HIGHLAND MONARCH sails Feb. 2nd with 1600 troops 
for passage to U.K. Ship has accommodation and 
Captain agreeable accept 12 female passengers. 
Should they be embarked?
(N.O.I.C. Falkland Islands 271601Z to D.S.T.) 
Reply 291234.

U-Boat (German) dispositions in F.O.C.W.Afs 
area are believed to be as follows. 
(F.O.C.W.A. 271843Z.)

Following has been read SSSS 26.22 S. 34.45 E. 
SAN CIPRIANO, S/M. sighted.
(Simonstown W/T 272033.) W.D. Note. Cancelled, 
see 281655, report was due to star shell from 
escort trawler.

/
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Mediterranean.

DELHI, 
SPARTAN, 
A/A cover*

Anzio Landing - Operation "Shingle".
On completion of fuelling proceed forthwith to 
"Shingle” area to report to G-T.F. 81 in U.S.S. BISCAYNE for A/A protection cover duties.
(C. in C.Med. at Naples 270851A to ?DELHI.) 
Proceed forthwith to "Shingle" area to report to 
C.T.F.81 for A/A protection duties.
(C. in C.Med. at Naples 270852A to SPARTAN.)

L. 3.T.422 
(mined, 26th) 
relief.

Intend L.S.T. 427 should replace L.S.T. 422 in X»G 
one (A) of appendix one to your 00400/7 of 19th 
Jan. C.T.F. 81's 261054 refers.
(Capt. L.S.T. (Med.) 271029A to G* in C.Med. at 
Naples.)

DIDO,
LAFOREY,
LOYAL.

THRUSTER. Intend using THRUSTER despite damaged ramp.
Discharge only possible with own crane. 
(F.O.W.It. 271559A to C.T.F. 81.)

Situation Meacos 31 27th Jan.
Reports. 1. Bad weather all day yesterday slowed unloadingin Anzio area. One L.S.T. hit (?) Anzio by enemy 

air bombardment and burned out. Another hit out
side of port and damaged. One L.C.I. lost by mine.

Several L.C»Ts. broached but recoverable. Sixth Corps leading elements have advanced beyond range of naval gunfire support excep on flanks. Cruisers continued bombardment of Formia* Weather 
definitely better and forecast for next 48 hours good.

/ 4
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Mediterranean.
Anzlo Landing - Operation "Shingle".
4. While the enemy build-up seems to have pro
gressed about as we estimated there are indi
cations that mixture of units has resulted in 
confused organization and that he is not therefore ready as yet to take offensive.
5. Enemy air effort appears to be diminishing 

measured in sorties. 34 enemy aircraft were reported over the 
assault area during daylight of yesterday and 20 last night. Of 
these 10 are reported destroyed, 1 probably destroyed and 4 dama' ged.
(Fairbanks, from Wilson 271215 to C.0.3.)

Operation "Shingle'' Sitrep.
1. Weather greatly improved. Anzio and X. beach working and 
Liberties unloading.
2« One L.C.I. and 11 L.C.Ts. broached to in gale expect to salvage.
3. Two raids at dusk 26th by torpedo and dive bombing. JOHN 
BANVARD damaged by near miss. HILARY HERBERT hit now beached on 
even keel. L.3.T. 421 (7422 intended, see 271029 etc.) set on 
fire. L.S.T. 366 hit and badly damaged. L.C.T. 315 and L.C.T. 
220 splinter damage. Three aircraft shot down by fighters*
4. Formia area bombarded four times by KEMPSNFELT during night 26th/27th.
5. SPARTAN and DELHI sent to Anzio to provide A/A protection.
6. 12th M.3.F. sweeping channel between Ponza and mainland.
(C. in C.Med. (Naples) 271815A to Admty.)
* LUDLOW also damaged, see 281809A.

Situation 
Reports. 
(Contd.)

General.
Special craft 
for Aegean 
Operations.

The originator of A.M. 251108A is Admiralty and 
not Admiralty D.N.I.
J(D.D.0.D. (I) 270008A to F.O.L.E.M.)
"251108 passed to C. in C.Med. for information. 
(Admty. 271102A.)

Air reports. A.338, Daily Opsum 274. 26th.
4 Beaufighters anti-shipping sweep off Southern 
Greece. One 80/100 ton caique attacked near 
Githrion - direct hit with bomb and caique blew 

up with violent explosion north west of Cape Matapan. A caique 
of 80 tons bombed with unobserved results - many cannon strikes 
scored. 4 caiques damaged with cannon fire on beach at Kalamata 
and one of 60 tons anchored off shore was also hit with 20 m.m. 
shells. A large caique under construction was hit many times with cannon at Koronf. 8 Beaufighters anti-shipping R/C Aegean 
2 150 ton caique3 attacked in Port Vathi Amorgo. Strikes scored 
with cannon and probably hit with bomb, both vessels seventy 
damaged. At Naxos one 200 ton caique was sunk by cannon fire. A

/vessel
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Mediterranean.
Air reports. vessel probably minelayer damaged by cannon in 
(Contd.) Paroekia Bay Paros. 10 caiques of 50/100 tons

attacked at Xhios near misses? with bombs and 
numerous cannon strikes observed. 2 Baltimores 
(A.30s) anti-shipping R/C south eastern Aegean, 

one 100 ton caique and one M/V of 400 ton3 attacked with bombs 
in Pegadia Bay, Scarpanti, but full results not yet known. 
(H.Q.R.A.F.M.E. 270956Z.)

Axis Shipping. My 251554C (re sailing of 2 Dutch Schuyt type craft 
and 2 ordinary Danube barges.) Repeat 4 craft 
have also been detained at Cannakale.
(3.0.(I) Istanbul 270931C to F.O.L.E.M.)

My 260930 and my 270931G* R.O.Cannakale reports that all 8 craft 
(including RHEIN and MOSEL) due to sail for Dubrovnik 1100 G.M.T. 
27th.
2* B.N.A. Ankara informed by telephone.

(3.0.1. Istanbul 271535C to F.O.L.E.M.)
My 251253 (4 small German craft expected to enter Aegean on 

25th Jan.) All these craft detained by Turks at Cannakale.
(Capt. 3.1 271119B to TORBAY.)
My (?271)535C. All 8 craft left Cannakale for Aegean 1430 G.M.T. 27th, after examination and release by Turkish Naval Authorities.
(3*0.1. Istanbul 271846C to F.O.L.E.M.)

TORBAY, You have freedom of action north of 039° N. and E.
Aegean. of 02o° E. but you must be able to regain patrol

ordered in my 241444 within four hours of receipt 
of signal ordering you to do so.
(Capt. S.l 271216B to TORBAY.)

UNTIRING. After 1800/28th proceed to patrol in Zones 3T.
and SU.
(Capt. S.10 270935 to UNTIRING.)

M.E.Air Announced from H.Q.R.A.F.M.E. today 27th January:-
Communique. Attacks by R.A.F. Fighters and bombers against shipping on supply routes used by enemy among 

occupied islands in Aegean Sea continue unabated; 
in daylight yesterday at least 22 vessels were 

attacked and severely damaged, and two were sunk, one after a 
violent explosion. Piraeus Harbour was bombed on night Jan. 23/ 
24 when main railway station was hit.
(Mideast No T.0.0.)

Routes for Swedes intimate that Germans require following 
Relief ships, mens of route for all Swedish relief vessels pro

ceeding from and to Piraeus, (except present out - 
ward voyage of WIRIL, A.M. 220100 refers.)
2. Request whether you agree.

/3. • .
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M e d ite r ra n e a n .
R o u tes  f o r  3. I n  view  o f  above p r o p o s a l s ,  s a i l i n g  of. FENRI3 R e l i e f  s h ip s ,  h as  b een  c a n c e l le d  p en d in g  ag reem en t r e g a rd in g  (C o n td .) p ro p o se d  am endm ents. A.M. 251736 r e f e r s .(Hd. o f  M .I . 271749A to  F .O .L .E .M .)

A egean J o i n t  N aval Army R .A .F . I n t e l l i g e n c e  a p p r e c i a t i o nS i t u a t i o n .  24 h o u rs  to  1000 h o u rs  2 7 th  J a n .N aval and  a i r  a c t i o n  a g a in s t  enemy s m a ll  c r a f t  A egean and S o u th  P o lo p o n n ese  may s e r i o u s l y  d i s r u p t  I s la n d  su p p ly  programme and  com pel enemy make more e x te n s iv e  u se  l a r g e r  s h ip p in g .(C. i n  C .M .E. 271925B .)

C ance l p a r a .  2 o f  S t a t i o n  M essage 462B ( r e o r g a n iz a t io n  o f  F l e e t  D e s tr o y e r s  t o  ta k e  p la c e  ab o u t 28 F e b .)2 . C ap t. D .19 w i l l  now rem ain  i n  LAFOREY and b ecome C a p t. D .14 when r e o r g a n i z a t i o n  o c c u r s .3 . C a p t. D .14 i s  t r a n s f e r r i n g  from  JERVIS to  GRENVILLE. He w i l l  re m a in  in  GRENVILLE as C a p t. D .25 when r e o r g a n iz a t i o n  ta k e s  p la c e4 . P a r a .  1 o f  462B s h o u ld  be amended a c c o r d in g ly .(C. i n  C.Med. 272009 to  Med. S tn . 4 8 9 B .)

D e s tr o y e rO r g a n is a t io n .

S i t u a t i o n  C o s i t i n t r e p  No. 129 p a r t  2 s ig n e d  W ilso n .R e p o r t .  4 . N i^ h t 2 1 s t /2 2 n d  J a n . M .Ls. a t t a c k e d  convoy o f3m all ta n k e r s  and two sc h o o n e rs  n o r th  o f  R hodes. S cho o n ers p o s s ib ly  dam aged and convoy tu r n e d  b ack .5 . N o th in g  s ig h t e d  by c o a s t a l  f o r c e s  d u r in g  p a t r o l  in  A d r i a t i c  on n ig h ts  2 3 /2 4  and 2 4 /25  J a n .(C* i n  C.Med. 272254A to  C o s i t i n t r e p . )
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East In d ie s .

U/Bs. B i-w eek ly  U/Boat d isp o s it io n  No. 20.
(0 . in G .E .F ., 270317Z.)

27.1.1944.
Thursday.

SUHADA S3. StJRADA torpedoed at 1900Z on Jan. 26th in
torpedoed. 013 degs. 00' N • 055 degs. 15' E. G .0 .0 . Aden

pass to  A ir  Hq. Aden. C.G.O. K i l in d in i  pass to  
A ir  Hq. East A fr ic a .
(C . in 0. E.F. 271228Z to  E . I .  S tn .) SUHADA, 
B r it is h  5,247 tons, independent from Colombo to 
Aden . (D.O.R. 1623.)

My message 270512 (n .T . in  W .R.) should read as fo l lo w s :-  
Have picked up ship’s crew SURADA, re tu rn in g  to  Aden unless 
o therw ise ordered.

(DARR0, 272030Z to  Aden W/T.)

Expect to  a r r iv e  d a y ligh t 29th Jan. SFAZFADA 
requests us rep o rt has 35 su rv ivo rs  o f SAM0URI 
torpedoed 26th Jan. a.m. in 013 degs. 13’ N. 
056 degs. 00' E.
(DARR0, 271532Z to  Aden .) SAM0URI, B r it is h , 
7,219 tons, independent from Bombay to  Aden. 
(D.O.R. 1623)

Have anchored 400 yards o f f  shore o f  THOMAS L. 
CLINGMAN. Fresh wind and rough sea. Have 
passed l in e  fo r  tow rope. W il l  endeavour to  
g e t ship o f f  at high water i f  tow rope can be 
made fa s t .  Ship apparen tly  undamaged but hard 
and fa s t  ashore fo r e  and a f t .
(NIGELLA 271823Z to  N .O .I.C . Aden.)

L ine has parted and fu r th e r  attem pts to  ge t one over have 
f a i l e d .  Am s t i l l  t r y in g .

(NIGELLA, 271947Z.)
A fu r th e r  4 inch M anila rope has parted be fore  tow l in e  

could be hauled across. Am aw a itin g  d a y ligh t b e fo re  making 
another attem pt. Consider i t  unsafe to  c lo s e  to  stranded ship 
any more u n t i l  weather moderates a llow in g  me to  sound around her 
from s k i f f .  Unable e s ta b lish  communication (2  groups m issing) 
3000 kc/s. Weather r e p o r t .

.(NIGELLA, 272249Z.)

SAMOURI 
torpedoed.

THOMAS 
L. CLINGMAN 
aground.
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Minesweepers.
America and West Indies. 1
Request base be advised for reuiaining six B.A.Ms. 1 
consisting of ELFREDA, FAIRY, FLORIZEL, FoAM, 
FROLIC and GARNET.
(B.A.D., 270151Z to Admty.)

M.A.R.I.
amendments.

Concur in your 251307Z. Amendments to M.A.R.I. 
will be promulgated.
(D.T.D., 271130Z to Connav.)

U/Bs.
* / I

Estimated positions.
(N.S. H.Q. , 271401Z; Cominch, 27161QZ.)

GENERAL 
W.A.MANN, escort to 

Oran.

Request escort Gib. approaches to Oran GENERAL 
W.A. MANN sailing Hampton Roads Feb. 1st. Your 
241625 refers.
(Cominch, 271830Z to Admty.)
Escort not possible, see C. in C. Med. 281236A.

3R0NZ0. Admiral King has made the offer but no reply has 
yet been received from the French. A.M. 261552 
refers.
(B.A.D., 272109Z to Admty.)

Attacks 
on U/Bs.

First report since my 242106.
C. U.S.S. CHARLES LAWRENCE attacks sound contact 
47.31 N. 21.59 W. 271030Z.
D. S.C.1349 attacks sound contact 33.35 N. 76.55 
W. 270155Z.
(Cominch, 272139Z to Admty.)

French 
Request 
for ships.

Cominch as executive agent of C.C.S. has received 
request from Chief of French Naval Mission in 
Washington for additional naval vessels for French 
Navy under 1944 programme (list).
2. U.S. Chiefs of Staff recommend that C.C.S.
inform Chief of French Naval Mission in U.S. that 

General military situation Combined Construction programme and supply situation preclude allocation during 1944 of any of the conbatant ships, tugs, and other items requested.
lis'^ejanulry t0 agree 11111688 otherwise instructed by noon Monday 
(B.A.D., 272247Z to Adraty.)

EMPIRE
MANOR,fire.

Following has been read: Fire broken(?n) out in 
EMPIRE MANOR.(KENOGAMI, 272342Z to F.O.N.F. )



ML) ST SECRET

43 9

War Diary.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

27.1.1944.
Thursday.

Australia and New Zealand.
Digest Early hours two U.S. Light Cruisers, 3 Destroyers
Serial bombarded Alexishafen Madang areas, starting one
No. 737, large, several small fires Madax, only opposition
Jan. 26th. fire from single gun Alexishafen.

12. Early hours January 26th Soupac search 
aircraft attacked 5 ship convoy about 30 miles 
north-west Kavieng, hitting one ship. Probably 

same convoy seen later by Souwespac Navy Catalina heading 
north-west. Composition then reported single merchantman, six 
escorts.
(G.H.Q.8.W.P.A. , 270816Z.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.
Sub. attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/27th January.
and sighting Para. (A). (1) Hudson Q/48 reported periscope at
sumnary. 1535/26th January in 34° 40' N. 06° 50' W.

Para. (B). (1) U/B reported sighted at Q043/26th
January in 08° 28* N. 82° 01’ E.
(2) A/C reports possible U-Boat sighted at 0153/25 

in 25° ? ’ N. 57® 15’ E.
Para. (d ). (1) U.S. transit A/C reported U-Boat on surface at
1214/25th in 00° 00' N. 02° 06’ W.
(2) ESSINGTON reported attack on possible U-Boat contact at i247/26th January in 53° 46’ N. 10° 47' W.
Ref. A.M. 261037Z, para, (a ) (3) sighting now cancelled.
(D.D.I.C., 271022Z.)
See also Cominch 272139, America and West Indies.

Submarines Reported.
Estimated positions. 
(D.D.I.C., 271410A, 271415A.)

<5
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home commands.
1(a) Convoy J.W.56A. Capt. D.26 reports today 
that the Convoy was shadowed and reported by 
U-Boats from the 24th January onwards to position 
MU off the Kola Inlet; and that during the 
attack by U-Boats, which lasted from 251330 
until 260730, eleven attacks were made on the 
U-Boats by five destroyers of the Escort of 
which one by HARDY was considered successful. 
Capt. d .26 considers that the presence of an 
Escort Carrier with the Convoy would probably 
have prevented the attack from developing. The 
attack was made in calm weather with very good 
visibility. C.S.l in KENT (S.O. of the Cruiser 
Covering Force) arrived at Akureyri with 
BERMUDA and ONYX at 1710A today.
(b) Convoy J.W.56B. This Convoy was about 180 
miles E. by S. of Jan Mayen at 1200a today, 
and C. inj3. H. F. anticipates a heavy concen
tration of U-Boats against it. Capt. D.26 in 
HARDY sailed from the Kola inlet at 2030A with 
six other destroyers to R/v with the Convoy in 
the Bear Island area and reinforce the Destroyer Escort under Capt. D.3 in MILNE.

2. At 1330a about 180 miles S.W. of Blacksod 
Bay A/C d/461 sank a U-Boat and left 30 
survivors in the sea for whom VANQUISHER from 
Escort Group B.6 escorting Convoy S.C.151 is searching.

North Atlantic.
3. Standard routes lettered P to T inclusive 
are instituted today for small craft from the 
Azores to U.K.

South Atlantic.
4. Following the breaking off of diplomatic 
relations on January 26th between Argentine and 
the Axis, Argentine merchant ships employed on 
overseas trade have been instructed to remain in 
port until further orders. Those on the Patagonia 
coast are reported to be still running.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Operation 
rt S hingle".

Mediterranean.

5(a) Weather today was reported excellent, and 
unloading is going well.
(b) MAURITIUS and INGLEFIELD provided nearly 
continuous fire support during daylight today, 
with very slight opposition from enemy batteries.
(c) S.L.534 was damaged by a near miss in an 
air attack today, but enemy air activity today 
was on a reduced scale.

Troopship 
Escort to 
Oran.

6. in reply to a request from Coininch for 
escort from Gibraltar Approaches to Oran for the 
U.S. troopship GENERAL W.A. MANN, leaving 
Hampton Roads on February 1st, C. in C. 
Mediterranean regrets that this is not possible 
in the present situation. The military would 
like to bring these fast unescorted troopships 
into the Mediterranean to avoid the transhipment 
by train from Casablanca, but the strength of 
13th D.F. at Gibraltar does not permit this 
additional escort to be undertaken.

Air
Operations. 7(a) 4 Beaufighter bombers on an anti-shipping 

reconnaissance in the Aegean destroyed a 500-ton 
coaster today at Port Panormo, Mykonos and 
scored cannon strikes on barges.
(£). i 2 Thunderbolts dropped 12 x 500 lb. bombs £ naval auxiliaries and a large barge filled 
with troops at Sibenik today. Results are not reported.

Axis
Shipping,
Aegean.

8. The submarine ULTIMATUM was ordered today 
to patrol between Milo and Santorin.

UNSPARING. 9. The submarine UNSPARING reports that at 1605 
on January 15th in Port Plati, Lemnos, she 
attacked caiques with gunfire; 2 were sunk, 1 
probably sunk, and 2 damaged.

Pacific
Force.

East Indies.

10(a) The ILLUSTRIOUS, aircraft carrier, and 
siUEEN ELIZABETH and VALIANT, battleships, from

! nome, arrived at Trincomalee today, escorted bv six destroyers. • J

/(»>) . . .
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SITUATION REPORT.

East Indies.
(b) Movements of the British Pacific Force 
eastward will result in Trincomalee being 
entirely without repair facilities except 
ADAMANT and MAIDSTONE (submarine depot ship).
C. in C. E.F. considers it essential to allocate 
one hull and one engineering repair ship. For 
the latter, WAYLAND, due to leave the Mediterra
nean on April 15th, is proposed.

America and West Indies.
11. From C.U.13, which sails on January 31st, 
the maximum number of ships in each C.U. convoy (tankers, Curacao to U.K.) is increased to 30 until further orders.

12. The escort carrier NABOB, which grounded near Esquimalt during exercises on the 25th, 
was refloated today.

Australia and New Zealand.
13. Early this morning, Navy Catalinas attacked 
a scattered convoy of 15 ships, including 3 to 5 
merchantmen and the rest escorts (some possibly 
destroyers) midway between Kavieng and Fabaul. 
One 8000 ton ship, believed carrying fuel, was 
hit by 2 1000 lb. bombs and burst into flames.
A Liberator also attacked the same convoy and left 2 ships burning.
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F r id a y .

HOME COMMANDS.

AJAX.

P o lic y .

S a iled  AJAX to  comply w ith  my 261849.
2. Amend S.O.A. 23 knots, E .T .A . 1600A/31st. 
(C . in  C. Plymouth, 281551A to  F .O .G .M .A .)

GAMBIA. In tend to  s a i l  GAMBIA at 1050A/30th to  G ib. fo r  
onward rou te in g  in  accordance w ith  A.M .151038. 
2. Route.
(C. in  C. Plymouth, 281651 F.O .G .M .A.)

Precau tions 
o f f  N.W. 
Ir e la n d .

O perations.

Cancel order t o  jo in  S.C.151. A lt e r  fo rth w ith  
to  305°. Further orders fo l lo w .
(C . in  C.W.A. 280808Z to  C.2. )
My 280808Z. Do not g e t to  the northward o f  
0.N.221 and i f  in  v i c in i t y  jo in  COMRY t i l l  
fu r th e r  orders.

2. Report your P.C . and S.
(C. in  C.W.A. 281003Z to  C .2 .)

( ? STUART PRINCE) a rr iv ed .
(Cdre. D .W .A., 281630A to  C. in  C .W .A.)
1. In fo rm ation . (A ) Junkers 8 8 , Ju. 290 and He inice 1 

177 a ir c r a f t  have been ca rry in g  out lon g  range sh ipping R/C 
in  the area bounded by 50° N. and 56° N. between 10 W. and 
16° W. from dawn u n t il 2000 in  the v i c in i t y  o f  convoys.
B. Shorebased a ir c r a f t  a v a ila b le  -  number 235 squadron 
B eau figh ters o f  15 group at C as tle  A rchda le . Maximum speed 
240 knots endurance 5iV hours at 180 knots.
3 . F igh te r  d ir e c t io n  ship STUART PRINCE, due to a rr iv e  
M o v ille  1900/28th January, speed 10 knots, endurance at sea 
10 days. F it t e d  w ith  W.A. fcadar and f a c i l i o i e s  fo r  
d ir e c t in g  f ig h t e r s  on H/F and V H/F.
D. Escort -  CHURCHILL f i t t e d  with H/F D/F.
p In ten tio n . To operate a f ig h t e r  d ir e c t io n  ship wioh 
e s c o r t ^ f f  north  west Ire la n d  in  t h e .v ic in it y  o f  the convoy 
routes to  p rov ide warning o f  enemy a ir c r a f t  ana uO d ire

|? °reE x ? c O tio ^ t e r A .t 0  T S S ^ B T i r . S S J f f i S d  in  55* 30’ N. 
and 10° 00’ W. A l l  p o s it io n s  are to  be rep o r tea  v/ith

B?fe r CommodoreDD.W.A. is  requested to  s a i l  STUART 
escorted  by CHURCHILL to  a r r iv e  in  p o s it io n  DD by , . ir s .  l i g

on o0^ sJ ^ J - J n s  fo r  fu rth e r  movements and p a tro ls  m  the
v ic in i t y  o f  convoys w i l l  be issuea by C. in  C . i .^ .
D. STUART PRINCE is  to  rep o rt a l l  ^ id e n o i f i e d  A/C ar

m i - o r  Itrll S  ™ i s  t o ’ ho™ shore

w !3 edSho?et basednfig h te r s  w i l l ,  a®f t e Je^e^ GhS S id e S t iflid™ ^  
v ic in ity  o f  STUART PRINCE u n t il  d ire c te d  on .o u n iaenoix ie
radar echoes a i r c r a f t  ^  thftt weather prevents the
G* H  G o f  h is  radar s e ts , he should withdraw to the Lee o f op era tion  o i h is ladar se , W estern Approaches accord ing ly .
( § / i r f v “ L / s 8 1 M ? A  t o  care '. D.'.Y.A. STUART PRINCE)
fc l  in  c iw .A .; 281952A.)

/Your.. .
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P re c a u t io n s  
o f f  N.W. 
I r e l a n d . 
(G o n td .)

O p e ra t io n s .

Your 262114A and ray 271030A.
GRIPER has been taken in hand f o r  r e p a i r s .  
Estim ated date o f  com p letion  a.m. 2nd February. 
P rop ose  s a i l i n g  ALLEGIANCE in h er  p la c e .  
(N .O .I .C .  Campbeltown, 282131A t o  F .O .I .C .  
G re e n o ck .)

S/M C ancel my 281139 D ec. P o s i t i o n  o f  temporary
P a t r o l s .  p a t r o l  l i n e  LI< i s  as e s ta b l i s h e d  in my 071232

Nov.
(F .O .S . 281004A t o  C apts. 3 . 3 . ,  S . 9 . )
Request you w i l l  s a i l  SATYR from Lerw ick at 

1800A/29th through 090 degs . Muckle F lugga 20 m ile s  and 062 degs 
00 ' N. 004 degs. 0 0 ' E. t o  p a t r o l  in a ccord a n ce  w ith  S.M. 
04318/657 dated 21st  January.
(C apt. S .9 ,  281137A t o  S .O .S /M . L e rw ick .)

P o s i t i o n s  o f  Submarines at 08 0 0 /1 9 th  and movements f o r  
f o l l o w i n g  24 h ou rs .
A. SPIRIT as in my 201621.
B. SCEPTRE on p a t r o l  o f f  Kya.
C* SEANYMPH 64 d e g s . £2’ N. 04 d egs . 08* E. p rob a b ly  on the 
s u r fa c e  through 62 degs. 0 1 ’ N. 01 d egs . 0 1 ’ E* t o  Lerw ick 10 
k n o ts .

(F .O .S . 281719A t o A d m t y . )

Intend to  s a i l  WREN and MAGPIE from Lough F oy le  
t o  R/V E .G .2  in 270 d egs . Oversay 6 m ile s  at 
0900A /29th .
(C dre. D.W.A. 281004A t o  C. in C.W .A.)
Intend t o  s a i l  WOODPECKER 1600A/28 t o  comply 
w ith  C« in C.W.A. 242138.
(F .O .I .C .  L iv e r p o o l  281106 t o  C. in C.W .A.) 
Intend t o  s a i l  WILD GOOSE at 1800 today  f o r  

M o v i l l e  to  f u e l ,  0400A /29th . Cdre. (D) W.A. i s  req u ested  t o  
s a i l  WILD GOOSE t o  comply with C. in C.W.A. 242138.
(N .O .I .C .  Greenoick, 281116A t o  Cdre. D .W .A.)

S a i le d  WILLCOOSE in accord a n ce  w ith  my 281116.
(F .O .I .C .  Greenock, 281848A t o  Cdre. D.W .A.)
C. in C .W .A .’ s 242138A- S a i l e d  STARLING.

(F .O .I .C .  N .I .  282155A t o  C. in C.W .A.)

P a t r o l  o f
North
Channel
A pproaches.
E .G .2 .

O peration  A n t i c ip a t e  heavy c o n c e n tra t io n  o f  u /B o a ts  may
f ".W. o p e ra te  a g a in st  J.W .56B. I t  i s  e s s e n t ia l  they

be hunted and s e v e r e ly  d e a lt  w ith .
2 . R.A.56A i s  not t o  s a i l  u n t i l  fu r t h e r
i n s t r u c t i o n s .  A l l  d e s t r o y e r s  o f  J.W.56A 

e s c o r t ,  ta k in g  e x tra  d ep th -ch a rg es  i f  p r a c t i c a b l e ,  are t o  
proceed  as soon as f u e l l e d  at 22 kn ots  t o  R/V in Bear Is la n d  
area w ith  JCV.56B which i s  p ro ce e d in g  on ro u te  "Red" and 
a c t in g  under o rd e rs  o f  Capt. (D) 3.
3 . Estim ated P .C .S . o f  J.W.56B at 1200A/28th 071 degs. 2 8 ’ N. 
002 d egs . 10 ' E. 063 degs . 9£ k n o ts .
(C. in C .H .F. 281129A t o  S .B .N .O . P o ly a rn o ,  H .F .)

Convoy J.W.56B i s  t o  a l t e r  cou rse  at  1700A/28th t o  pass 
through New p o s i t i o n  Z 165 m ile s  270 d eg s . from p o s i t i o n  HH. 
th en ce  through p o s i t i o n  H and ro u te  "R ed ".
2 . B .A .M .S. message i s  b e in g  made.

(C* in C.H.F.281445A t o  H .F .)
/J .W . 56B. . .
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Operation
F.W.
(Contd. )

J.W.56B. In-view of casualties to ships of 
Murmansk section of J.W.56A Russians request 
destination of SAMUEL MACINTYRE and EDWARD 
L. GRANT be altered from Molotovsk to Murmansk. 
My 231247 refers.
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 281526A to H.F.)

WRESTLER’S 271820. Sailed (MATCHLESS and Y/RESTLER) 
(A.C.I.C. 281625A to A.C.O.S.)
Motor or generator noise could be heard today on 

frequency 1950 kcs. continuing for last 5 hours and still 
going on. It is believed to be a S/M somewhere in Ice Fjord 
because same noise was heard once before on or about 3500 kcs. 
when S/M observed in Advent Bay. At that time the noise 
disappeared when the S/M submerged. Ice fjord ?mostly ice 
free, Advent Bay partly covered.

("Locomotive” 281700A to Admty.)
Akureyri arrival C.S.l. in KENT, BERMUDA, and ONYX. 
(A.C.I.C. 281710A to F.O.S., H.F.)
Your 271245A.

2. Convoy shadowed and reported by U/Boat (German) from 24th 
January onwards. U/Boat (German) reported from outside
H/F D/F ground wave distance. Form of ?estimated shadowing 
reports was 5 group B barred.
3. Convoy was attacked from 1550/25th to 0730/26th and 
shadowed by U/Boats (German) to position MU. Very heavy 
traffic on 3750 kcs. but no guard ship result from MUSCULAR or 
CATA(?RA)CT during dark hours. Normal pack tactics were used 
by at least 6 u/Boats (German. ). Strong evidence of close 
tactical control by pack leader. Some may have attacked submerged from bow and ahead as Radar and Asdic conditions jere 
excellent, and only ?3 Radar contacts reported. Radar 
operated ?by all H/F ships suffered from lack of (corrupt
group^).ather (?Calm), light airs, to northern light, very good
visibility. , „ _5. HARDY made 3 attacks, one considered successful,
VENUS 3 attacks. VIRAGO 2 on 2 U/Boats. VIGILANT 2 attacks. 
STORD one attack. Reports on attacks not yet complete.
6. OBDURATE torpedoed while investigating Radar contact.
7. Star-shell considered most valuable deterrent.
8. Air attack organized for daylight 26th fell through due to 
failure of transmitter in shadower. U/Boats homedA/C on 440
1c c s •9. Escort carrier would have been invaluable even at short 
daylight period, and would probably have prevented attack
ldr l06nlyS DIANELLA has complete Foxer and this has not yet
been streamed. .(Capt. D.26 281731A to G. in G.H.F.) p__ .Have received report on BERWICK Dynamoes. Her 251828 to 
V.A.2 only and my 231333 refer. Details.
3. Concur ship is fit for service.

(C.S.l.. 281811A to C,in C. H.F.) , a ,C. in C.H.F. 281129A. Intend to proceed ^ef^r°^ers
less OBDURATE at 2000A today. Route MU thence (.000 ; t 
071 degs. 40’ N. thence 315° to ’'Red” route, thence by 
amended reverse "Red" route. Owing to weather anticipated
*^*A(Capt!>aD^261281812A to C. in C.H.F. Capt. D. 3. )

/ C Sip *b • • •
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O p e r a t i o n  C a p t .  (D )  2 6 th  2 8 1 8 1 2 .  S a i l e d  2030A .
F.W. (S .B .N .O .  N o r th  R u s s i a ,  282040A  t o  C. i n C . H . F . )
( G o n t d . ) Y o u r  2 7 1 6 5 1 .  V ie w s  o f  S .B .N .O s .  N o r t h  R u s s ia

and A r c h a n g e l  a r e  a w a i t e d  and a g re e m e n t  t o  
p r o p o s a l  o f  S o v i e t  A u t h o r i t i e s  s h o u ld  n o t  he  
g i v e n  w i t h o u t  A d m i r a l t y ' s  a p p r o v a l .
( A . C . N . S . ( H ^  282359A  t o  Ad. F i s h e r . )

C o a s t a l
F o r c e
P a t r o l s .

'G . i n  G. P o r ts m o u th  231454A ) 
V .A .  D o v e r  2 8 1 5 5 1 A . )

[C. i n  G. P ly m o u th ,  2 8 1 7 5 0 A . )

B i s c a y
A /S
o p e r a t i o n s

as

T .G . 2 1 . 1 3 ,  U . S . 3 .  CROATAN. 4  U .S .  d e s t r o y e r s ,  
o p e r a t i n g  v i c i n i t y  043* O l '  N. 0 3 4 °  0 1 ’ W.
Ivly 281245A  r e f e r s .
(C .  i n  C .W .A . 2 8 1 4 5 9 A . )
G . T . G . 2 1 . 1 4  l e f t  c o n v o y  U .G .S .5 1  a t  a p p r o x im a t e ly  
0 0 0 1 /2 8  J a n u a ry  t o  o p e r a t e  a g a i n s t  U /3 o a t  
c o n c e n t r a t i o n  i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  4 4 °  N. 3 3 °  W. 

r e l i e f  t o  T . G . 2 1 . 1 5 .
(D .O .D .H .  281518A t o  C. i n  C .W .A . ) „ .

A t  2 0 0 0 A /2 7 t h  T . G . 2 1 . 1 3  was i n  4 4 °  33* N. 2 2 °  0 6 ’ W. 
p r o c e e d i n g  t o  r e f u e l  e s c o r t s  i n  v i c i n i t y  o f  4 0 °  N. 2 0 °  W. 

(D .O .D I kV 281519A  t o  C. i n  C .W .A . )
N r .  2 . Have A .S .V .  c o n t a c t ,  4 6 . 3 0  N. 0 5 . 5 0  .7.

P r o b a b ly  s u r f a c e  v e s s e l .
(A /C  K V M .ll  282 015  t o  19 G r o u p . )
S t i l l  i n  t o u c h  w i t h  enemy p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d .

S h ad ow in g  s l o o p .o f  M/Vs 4 6 . 5 0  N. 0 5 . 3 0  W. 0 4 7 ,  11 k n o t s .
(A /C  K V M .l l  282 033  t o  19  G r o u p . )
N r .  1 .  2 l a r g e  v e s s e l s ,  45  o 8 ’ N. 0 3 °  57 ,/.

s p e e d  4 ,  L i t  up . R e q u e s t  i n s t r u c t i o n s .
(A /C  KVM.13 282100A t o  19 G r o u p . )
Am o v e r  one  enemy S/M i n  47 00  N. 5 o9

on  s u r f a c e .  When f i r s t  s i g h t e d  s p e e d  was 12  k n o o s .  
(A /C  K V M .l l  282358A  t o  19 G r o u p . )

P .G .S .

c o u r s e  E.

S/M was

One M/V 
dam agedby
STUBBORN 
o n  2 6 t h  
J a n u a r y .

One m erch a n t  s n ip  250 0  t o n s  h i t  by  t o r p e d o  o fj .  
V i l l a  1 1 1 5 A /2 6 t h .
(STUBBORN 281 731  t o  F . O . S . )

SEA NYMPH 
D e f e c t i v e  
t o r n e d o e s .

/ S . C .  •••
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Operations - Contd.
S.O. My 201941. Sailed 2245A today S/G HITRA.
operation. 2. No.

(A.C.O.S. 282500 to Admty.)

U/Boats.
U/Boat U/Boat previously reported course 500° speed
attacked. 10 knots. First sighted in 55° 15'N. 15° 52* V/.

dropped 6 depth charges. Sub-settled. No 
wreckage.
(A/C WCM.17 281247A to 19 Group.)

U/Boat 
sunk 
by A/C.

Am over enemy S/M in 52° 41' N. 14° 27* W.
S/M was on surface and v/hen first sighted was 
on course 360°, estimated speed 8 knots.
(A/C D/461, 281300A to 19 Group.)
VANQUISHER detached to search for survivors of 
U/Boat reported sunk by aircraft in 052° 41’ N. 

014° 27* W., abandoning search at dark.
(B.6, 281315Z to C. in C.W.A.)

S/M sunk. 30 survivors in sea. Returning to base. 
Position 52?40* N. 14°28’ W.

(A/C JHH.18 281330A to 19 Group.)

Casualties and Defects.
WOLSEY. Steering wheel of Brinary steering gear
Sabotage. removed and jettisoned during night 27th and

28th Jan.2. H.M.S. WOLSEY secured alongside west jetty 
Immingham.

3. No evidence available involving any individuals.
(WOLSEY, 281051A to N.O.I.C. Humber.)

ENTERPRISE. In view of the absence of guarantee thatpermanently effective repair can be made, ship 
cannot be regarded as reliable for long 
distance operations. Request immediate 
decision.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 281144A to Admty.)

VANSITTART. Your 261909. If considered fit VAN .ITTART is
to proceed to Greenock for examination.
(C. in C.W.A. 281325A to Cdre. WEST RN ISLES.)

P.556. Battery explosion occurred in H.M. Submarine
P.556 alongside Fort Blockhouse at 1845A on 
27th January whilst submarine was charging main 
batteries on ov/n pov/er. Fire broke out and could 

not be extinguished due to volume of smoke and fumes.
Submarine was completely shut down and battery compartments 
isolated and shifted to buoy in Haslar Creek as safety 
Drecaution in view of ammunition being in proximity of fire.
2. Vessel was opened up at 0845A on 28th. Fire completely

/extinguished...
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Casualties and Defects.
P.556. extinguished and damage confined to both

battery compartments. Submarine is now 
ventilated and will be moved alongside jetty 
for stripping.

3. Four ratings, one of whom subsequently died, were
seriously injured and removed to Haslar Hospital.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 281733A to Admty.)

Shipping and Convoys.
0.IT.221(E) At 0126Z U/Boat transmitted B Bar signal 

bearing 202° between 20 and 40 miles.
My position 055° 38’ N. 014° 41' W.
(B.2, 280327Z to C. in C.W.A.)

My 281003. Join and support O.N. 221 forthwith.
(C. in C.W.A. 281129Z to E.G.2., KEATS.)
O.N.221 (E) 54° 01', 18° 43'. My 281228A, refers. 
(C. in C.W.A. 281931A to Admty.)

U.R.108.

S.L .146/ M.K.S.37.

Escorts detailed COLDSTREAMER, VICTRIX. 
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool, 281044A to Admty.)

55 M/Vs and Rescue Ship ABOYNE. Names and destinations.
(D.T.D. 281118A.)

X.K.14. It is intended that Convoy X.K.14 should be
sailed from Gibraltar on 21st February.
2. C. in C.W.A. is requested to sail 4 Ocean 
Escort Trawlers to arrive Gibraltar in time to

sail on this date. (D.O.D.H., 281817A to C. in C.W.A.)

K.X.14. ConveyKJC. 14 consisting of SS. HARROGATE
destination Algiers; SS. IERE destination 
Gibraltar and Freetown; SS. SNELAND I 
destination Gibraltar; SS. ASHBURY destination 

Philippeville will be ready to leave Milford Haven on 5th
February. . ,2. Sneed of slowest ship 7^ knots.3 Escort will be provided by ARIES and ANTARES of 19th M.o. 
flotilla and H.M. trawlers MEWSTONE, KITTERN and GILLSTONE. 
(D.O.D.H., 281925A to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

j, r m  The following ships are temporarily formed into
S -G,1°- tenth gr” p: SPEY (S.O.) ROTHER, WEAR, LOSSIE,

FINDHORN. Base Liverpool.
2. Intended programme.

C. Group sail on completion of exercise p.m. 1st February 
for anti-U/Boat operations.(C. in C.W.A. 282308A to N.O.I.C. Liverpool.;
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North Atlantic.
0.24 for D.S. 0.24, intend sailing at 0700/29th by
Bermuda. following route. E.T.A. at Bermuda 1220/10th

Feb. S/M proceed on surface at discretion 
unescorted, S. of A. 11 knots.
(F.O.G.M.A., 281153Z to Admty., etc.)
See also 282117.

AJAX
(from
Plymouth)

Onward route from (AD). (a E) 040° 01’ N. 015° 
57' W. (AF) 036° 01' N. 0146 01' W. Channel 
Q. B.A.87 to Gibraltar.
2. Paravanes are to be streamed before crossing 
007° W.
(F.O.G.M.A., 281201A to AJAX.)

T.G. 21.13. Cease operations in time arrive Casablanca about 
4th Feb. and depart about 7th Feb. to operate 
against reported submarines that may endanger 
U.G.S. - G.U.S. convoys.
(Cinclant, 281827 to C.T.G. 21.13.)

Steaming on course 285, speed 15 from 22Q0Z position 41.45 20.14 
will refuel escorts and repair Catapult tomorrow then proceed speed 17 towards 44 N. 30 W. arriving about 300900Z YfiC 9070 4622. 
(C.T.G. 21.13, 282344 to Cinclant)

ANTELOPE 
(with 
F.O.G.M.A. from Azores).

ANTELOPE has sustained unknown damage to port propeller or shaft.
2. My P.C. and probable S. of A. at 2030A 036" 01’ N. 010° 47’ W., 094", 17.5 knots.
3. Tug should stand by to assist berthing if necessary.
(F.O.G.M.A. in ANTELOPE, 281950Z to F.O.G.M.A.)

Routes
from
Azores.

Following standard routes for small craft from 
Azores to U.K. are instituted.
1. To or for onward routeing from Falmouth -
(P) 42" N. 26" W. (<4) 47" N. 21" W. (R) 50.20 

N. 09.00 W. (T) 180"N. 14.00 W. (S) 50.10 
Bishop Rock 10 miles.

2. West coast of England and Scotland and Northern Ireland ports 
as in para. 1 to (s) thence (u) 293" Trevose Head 5 miles.
3. Cancel A.M. 101215 Dec., 172039 Dec. and 231156 Dec.
(D.O.D.(H), 281950A to S.B.N.O. Azores, etc.)

Italian S/Ms. 
and 0.24 for 
Bermuda.

My 251854Z and 271732a . Time of sailing altered 
to 0700Z/29th. 0.24 (D.S.) proceed in company.
S. of A. 13 knots until reaching 010" W. at about 
0700a/ 30th. Thereafter times in my 251854Z apply
if?e£S0700A/30^Ii'4 ke6P U m e  stated in W  281152Z 
(F.O.G.M.A. , 282117Z to Admty., etc.)
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"S'* Report 
(cancelled)

026° 22' S. 
ship seeing 
(C. in C. S

Zigzagging.

Argent ine 
Shipping.

4 5 0
28.1.1944. 
Friday._____

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic.
Gunfire and flares fired around vessel over half 
hour period in 027° 11’ S. 034° 53' E. 2033Z/27th 
Jan. No damage. Source of origin unidentified. 
Present position 028° 28' S. 033° 29' E. course 
234°, speed 11 knots.
(SAN CIPRIANO, 280430Z to Simonstown W/T. )
Cancel SSSS by SAN CIPRIANO at 2033Z/27th Jan. in 

034° 45' E. Have established that SSSS was made to 
star shell fired by escort trawler at that time.
A., 281655C.)

C.A.M. S. I. 203. Request you will deal with the 
suspension of zigzagging in area 3A between 
latitudes of 10° S. and 15° S.
(C. in C. S.A., 281702C to F.O.C.W.A. )
Reply: 291205Z.

Argentine merchant ships employed on overseas 
trade have been instructed to remain in port 
until further orders. Those on Patagonia coast 
are reported to be still running.
(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro, 281916Z to Admty.)
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M e d i t e r r a n e a n .

Anzio  Landing -  O p e r a t i o n  " S h l a  l e 11.

F o l lo w in g  r e c e i v e d ,  A ddressed  C. i n  C.Med. (R) 
F .O .Y / . I t .  MAURITIUS, INGLEPIELD, G .T .F .  81 ,  f ro m  
KEMPENFELT.
T hree  r o a d  t a r g e t s  i n  Ohia a r e a  bombarded a t  
2030A and 2355A /27 th .  T.O.O. 280737A. ( E n d s . )  
( N .O . I .C .  N ap les  281037A t o  G .T .F .  8 1 . )

1 .  Bombardment o f  Formia  a r e a  by  MAURITIUS and 
KEMPENFELT w i t h  F . 0 . 0 .  s p o t t i n g .  S h o o t in g  d u r i n g  
day 2 7 t h .  4 a t  b a t t e r i e s ,  1 on r o a d  movements, 1
on M/T c o n c e n t r a t i o n ,  1 on t r a i n s .  R e s u l t :  
b a t t e r i e s  s i l e n c e d ,  ro ad  movement b ro k en  u p ,  M/T 

d e s t r o y e d ,  t r a i n s  b i s e c t e d .
2. D u r in g  a i r  a t t a c k  on 2 7 th  L .3 .T .  321 s l i g h t l y  damaged. on 28t
3 .  L .534 damaged by n e a r  m is s .
3. A i r  a t t a c k  i n  p a r a .  3 o f  my 271816.  U .S . D e s t r o y e r  LUDLOW 
damaged by n e a r  m is s .  (W.D.Note, on 2 6 t h . )
4 .  D ur ing  a t t a c k  y e s t e r d a y  f i g h t e r s  s h o t  down 25 enemy a i r c r a f t .
5. Y/eather  e x c e l l e n t .  U nloading  g o in g  w e l l .
(C. i n  C.Med. a t  N ap les  281809A t o  Adm ty .)

Medcos No. 33. 1. Y e s t e r d a y  u n l o a d in g  in  Anzio a r e a  p r o 
c e e d e d  r a p i d l y  in  f i n e  w e a t h e r .  T u rn - ro u n d  f o r  r e l o a d i n g  a l 30 
went  e x t r e m e l y  w e l l .  ■ D e s p i t e  r a t h e r  heavy a i r  a t t a c k s  on s h i p 
p in g  i n  l a n d i n g  a r e a  t h e r e  w ere  no l o s s e s  t o  s h i p s  o r  l a n d i n g  
c r a f t  so  f a r  as known. Noteworthy  t h a t  Germans a r e  l a u n c h i n g  a i r  
t o r p e d o  a t t a c k s  a t  n i g h t  u n d e r  c o n d i t i o n s  o f  v i s i b i l i t y  n e v e r  
b e f o r e  e x p e r i e n c e d .  V/eather  f o r e c a s t  v e r y  f a v o u r a b l e  f o r  a t  
l e a s t  n e x t  48 hours* 6. I  w i l l  r e t u r n  to  A .F .H.Q. tomorrow
m orning .  T h is  r e p o r t  w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  be l a s t  t h a t  I  s h a l l  make 
f o r  t ime b e in g .  B e l i e v e d  f rom  now on r e g u l a r  C o s i t i n t r e p s  w i l l  
s a t i s f y  y o u r  r e q u i r e m e n t s .

( F a i r b a n k s ,  f rom  V/i lson No T . 0 . 0 / 2 8 . )

KEMPENFELT, 
Obia  bom
b a rd e d .

S i t u a t i o n  Re
p o r t s .

Enemy A i r  F o r  i n f o r m a t i o n ,  summary o f  enemy a i r  l o s s e s  o v e r
L o s s e s .  "Sh ing le*1 a r e a  i s

A. By r e l a y  f i g h t e r s  d e s t r o y e d  34, p r o b a b l y  8, 
damaged 12. B. By n i g h t  f i g h t e r s  d e s t r o y e d  10.  
These f i g u r e s  do n o t  i n c l u d e  s u c c e s s e s  o u t s i d e  

S ta ingle  area* 2» A i r  f i e l d s  in  s o u t h  o f  F r a n c e  were h e a v i l y  
a t t a c k e d  y e s t e r d a y  and th o s e  i n  N o r th  o f  I t a l y  t o d a y .
(C. in  C.Med. a t  Naples  281830A to  C . T . F . 8 1 . )

MAURITIUS N e a r ly  c o n t i n u o u s  f i r e  s u p p o r t  p r o v id e d  d u r i n g
bombardment. d a y l i g h t  t o d a y .  B a t t e r i e s  and t r a n s p o r t s  f r e 

q u e n t l y  engaged  w i t h  F . 0 . 0 .  s p o t t i n g .  R e s u l t s  
r e p o r t e d  v e r y  s a t i s f a c t o r y .  H a r a s s in g  f i r e  on 
Forrnia -  K a s t e l l o r o t o  and r o a d  J u n c t i o n s .  T a r g e t s  

m o s t ly  o u t  o f  d e s t r o y e r ' s  r a n g e .  Enemy b a t t e r i e s  o p p o s i t i o n  to  
s h i p s  very  s l i g h t .  Some advances  made by Army a g a i n s t  s t i f f  
o p p o s i t i o n .  I n t e n d  c o n t i n u i n g  h a r a s s i n g  f i r e  d u r i n g  n i g h t .  
Ammunition r e m a in in g  MAURITIUS H.E .400  C .F .B .C .  1400 C o r d i t e  1060. 
(MAURITIUS 281901Z t o  C. i n  C.Med.)
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Med i  te  r r a n e  a n .
G e n e ra l .

A egean J o i n t  N aval Army R .A .g . I n t e l l i g e n c e  A p p re c ia t io nS n ip p in g  24 h o u rs  to  1000 h o u rs 28 J a n .  1944.Summary. F u r th e r  e v id e n c e  s te p p in g  up su p p ly  t r a f f i c  w ithl a r g e r  to n n a g e  to  o u t e r  In la n d s  and au g m en tin g  sm a ll c r a f t  r e s o u r c e s  fro m  Black; S ea.(C* in  C.M.E* 2 d l8 2 0 « )

ULTIMATUM. P .3 4  (ULTIMATUM) pas s e s  Kaso S t r a i t  t o n i g h t  th e n c e  a lo n g  N o rth  C oa3t C r e te ,  L a s t  C o a s t Morea to  H ydra to  a r r i v e  on p a t r o l  in  v i c i n i t y  M ilo3 on 4 th  F eb . (C a p t. 3 .1  280951B to  1 S . F . )P a t r o l  f o r th w i th  b e tw een  M ilo and S a n to r in .(C a p t. 3 .1  281953B t o  ULTIMATUM, (R) DOLPIJN, F .Q .L .E .M .)

R0CKY/00D. R0CKW00D s h o u ld  be re a d y  by 7 th  F eb . to  p ro c e e d  onone e n g in e .2 . R equest f i n a l  r e p a i r  p o r t  may be s ig n a l l e d .  (F .O .L .E .M . 281212B to  A dm ty .)

Cominch 271830. R e g re t p r e s e n t  s i t u a t i o n  does no t p e rm it  e s c o r t  to  be p ro v id e d  f o r  U .S .S . GENERAL V/. MANN. My 221124 to  A d m ira lty  o n ly  r e f e r s .2 . M i l i t a r y  w ould l i k e  to  b r in g  th e s e  f a s t  une s c o r t e d  t ro o p s h ip s  i n t o  M e d ite r ra n e a n  as f a r  a s  Oran to  a v o id  t r a n s s h ip m e n t  by t r a i n  fro m  C asab la n c a  and c o n seq u en t d e la y  in v o lv e d . S t r e n g th  as a t  p r e s e n t  c o n s t i t u t e d  a t  G i b r a l t a r  does n o t  a d d i t i o n a l  e s c o r t  com m itm ent. T h is  re q u ire m e n t w ould v i r t u a l l y  f u l l y  em ploy two e s c o r t s  and n e c e s s a ry  r e i n f o r c e m ents to  G i b r a l t a r  e s c o r t  f o r c e  c a n n o t be s p a re d  from  M e a i te r -

GENERAL W.A.
MANN, t r o o p 

s h ip  e s c o r t  to  O ran.

o f  1 3 th  D.F« p e rm it  t h i s

ra n e a n  r e s o u r c e s .
(C* in  C.Med. 281236A to  Admty• )

1 s t .  S .M .F . I n  view  o f m a te r i a l  and  a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  m a t te r s  b a s e .  in v o lv e d ,  r e q u e s te d  t h a t  C. in  C.Med. may beask ed  w h e th e r  i t  i s  in te n d e d  to  b ase  F i r s t  S/M F . p e rm a n e n tly  a t  M a lta  and  w hat w i l l  be th e  s t a t u s  o f  p r e s e n t  b ase  a t  B e i r u t .( F .0 .3 .  281551A t o  A dm ty .)

SUFFREN, R eq u es t F .O .C .W .A f. w i l l  s ig n a l  b r i e f  summary o fDUQUESNE, w ork r e q u i r e d  on USFFREN, DUQUE3NE and TOURVILLE tcTOURVILLE, keep  them  ru n n in g . A.M. 060455 p a r a .  2 and  F .O .C . c o n d i t i o n .  W .A f'a  171740 r e f e r .o. On r e c e i p t  o f  F .O .C .V /.A f 's  rem ark s r e q u e s t  Admtj may s t a t e  w h e th e r  s h ip s  w ould be o f  more v a lu e  to  A l l i e d  ca u se  i f  l a i d  up and crew s u se d  e ls e w h e re .I f  answ er i s  a f f i r m a t iv e  i t  i s  in te n d e d  to  r a i s e  m a t te r  w ith  com bined C h ie fs  of S t a f f  th ro u g h  C. in  C -A ll ie d  F o rc e s .(C* in  C.Med. 281602A to  F.O .C.W .A . A dm ty .)

/RETRIEVER.. .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

28.1.1944.
Friday.

Mediterranean - Contd.
Cable ship RETRIEVER has been delayed by other 
commitments but should arrive Gibraltar by 20th 
February to lift sea units and embark equipment 
your 271607 refers.
(C. in C.Med. 281855A to F.O.G.M.A.)

405660 0/64111 cipher 27 Jan.
4. Sea Ops. Adv. H.GeForce 133 reports 23 Jan. 
Germans captured partisan boat took it to Vela 
Luka 3.E.29 on Kercula where it was sunk by 
Allied air action.
(C. in C.M.E. 282030B.)

1. "Shingle** - [already covered^
2» F.55 (UNSPARING) reports at 1605/15th January 
in Port Plati, Lemnos, attacked caiques with gun
fire. 2 were sunk, one probably sunk and 2 damaged.
(C* in C.Med. 282144A to F.O.L.E.M. etc.)

V
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
U/B
Disposition. Bi-weekly U-Boat dispositions signal No.21.

Areas A and D. Believed clear of U-Boats, scale 
of air escort W.
Area B. No actual evidence of U-Boats in this 

_ „ . area but possibility cannot be excluded.Scale air ecort X.
Area C. One U-Boat believed German operating to east Socotra 
by sinking 3AM0URI in 013 degs. 13* N. 056 degs. 00’ E a m 26th 
Jan. and I SUSABDA In 013 degs. 00' B. 065 degsf i5' E. It W 0 0 Z % 6  
Jan- This U-Boat may be moving into Gulf of Aden. Scale air °
6 S C O P u  Y •

Area E. One^U-Boat (German) is operating in vicinity of 9 deg 
channel. oS. ./ALTER GA' P was torpedoed in 010 degs. 00* N.
S/i fQSf* i9 E* at 2332Z/25th Jan. and U-Boat was indicated by 
D/F to be to westwara of the Laccadive Is. at 2007z/27th Jan. Scale of air escort Y.

f * evidence that U-Boat last reported night'24th/25th Jan. 
is sti.ul in area but scale of air escort remains X.

. Considered probable that U-Boats may be in area 
although there is no indication of whereabouts. Scale of air escort Y.
(C. in C. E.F. 280423Z)

Routeing. The following temporary routeing instructions are
to be brought into force forthwith.
(2) All independent shipping to and from South 
African ports (as far North as Durban) and (a ) 

Ceylon and H.Q.s East Coast Ports to be diversely routed South 
and East of E.F.G. (Meiri 2 A 2 c) (B) Gulf of Aden, Persian 
Gulf ana Indian V/est Coast Ports to be routed through Mozambique 
Channel (Mein 2 A 2 fi).
(3) All^independent shipping to and from Ports North of Durban 
and Gu Ij. of Aden, Persian Gulf India East and West Coast and

°?Jt0 be routed through Mozambique Channel (Meiri 2 A 2 (a )).
(4) Shipping from East Indies Station for Mauritius to be routed 
to Diego Suarez for onward routeing.
(5) Cancel F.O.N.I.C. 311 14th Jan.
(C. in C. E.F. 280511Z)
Re: Temporary routeing instructions in Indian Ocean to be brought into operation forthwith. s

Arrivals 
from Aden 
and U.K.

Arrivals ILLUSTRIOUS, VALIANT, QUEEN ELIZABETH, 
NAPIER, NIZAM, (?PALADIH), PATHFINDER, RACEHORSE, ROCKET. *
(N.O.I.C. Trincomalee, 280730Z to Admty.)

TACTICIAN Summarized report of TACTICIAN'S 3rd Far East
R. of P. Patrol. Times Zone Z.

lSuO/oth Jan. 006 degs. 21* 093 degs. 22* encounters 
S/k course 270 degs. speed 16 knots which could

not be /...

%
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East I n d i e s .■ . . . .  ——  —..

not  be d e f i n i t e l y  i d e n t i f i e d  as enemy t h e r e f o r e  
m t  a t ta ck e d .
23 lO /16th  Jan. s ig h te d  KAGU MARU c l a s s  seaplane 
c a r r i e d  u n e s co r te d  005 degs .  2 9 ’ 096 d egs .  30' 
cou rse  295 degs .  16 k n o ts ,  out o f  range.
(Capt.  (S) 4 ,  260818Z t o  0 .  in C. E . F . )

F .O .N . I .C .  ( 3 2 3 ) .
F .O .N . I .C .  293 o f  14th Dec. r e f e r s .  S i n g l e  
e s c o r t e d  sh ip s  should be given the  number o f  
the l a s t  convoy w ith  a l e t t e r e d  S u f f i x .
(2 )  When r o u t i n e  convoys  are  not  running on a 

p a r t i c u l a r  route  convoys  o f  2 o r  more sh ip s  should be g iven  a new 
number w ithout  a l e t t e r e d  s u f f i x .
(3 )  When r o u t i n e  convoys  are running a l l  in term ed ia te  convoys on 
th a t  p a r t i c u l a r  r o u te  should  be g iven  the  number o f  the l a s t  
r o u t i n e  convoy  with a l e t t e r e d  s u f f i x .
(3 .  in C. E.F. 280945Z t o  F.O. Ceylon e t c . )

A i r  R ep or t .  M S 2683. 28th Jan. d a i l y  Opsum N o .684.
China O p e ra t io n s .  14th U .S .A .A .F .
25th Jan. 5 Chinese/American M i t c h e l l s  (B .25)  Sea 
sweep East China Coast ,  one p a t r o l  b o a t ,  1 mine

sweeper, 1 tanker,  1 f r e i g h t e r ,  and 2 small  f r e i g h t e r s ,  sunk, 
one f r e i g h t e r  h i t  and beached.  A l l  S .E.  Wenchow.
(S -E .A .A .C .  281120, 290900Z)

Trincom alee  Movements o f  B r i t i s h  P a c i f i c  Force  eastward 
R ep a ir  w i l l  r e s u l t  in Tr incom alee  be ing  e n t i r e l y  w ithout
F a c i l i t i e s .  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s  except  ADAMANT and MAIDSTONE,

f u l l y  o c cu p ied  with submarine work. To make e f f e c 
t i v e  use o f  D e s t ro y e r s  and B a t t l e s h i p s  f l o a t i n g  
docks c o n s id e re d  e s s e n t i a l  t o  a l l o c a t e  one h u l l  

and one e n g in eer in g  r e p a i r  s h ip .  WAYLAND due t o  l e a v e  m ed iter 
ranean 15th A p r i l  i s  proposed  f o r  en g in e e r in g .
(C. in G. E.F. 281754Z t o  Admty)

V/ar D ia ry .

TACTICIAN 
R. o f  P. 
(C on td . )

Numbering 
o f  convoys .
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America and West Indies.
Following read by Burnham. Fire (no(t)?) serious. 
(KENOGAMI, 280006 to F.O.N.F.).
Master and (corrupt group) men transferring to 
me from KENOGAMI. Intend to board EMPIRE MANOR on 
arrival of TENACITY. Request permission for 
KENGOMAI to proceed with balance of survivors. 
(WALLACEBURG, 281748Z to F.O.N.F.).
KENOGAMI proceeding to St. Johns N.F. TENACITY here 
can do nothing until daylight. Master and officers 

will board EMPIRE MANOR then and TENACITY will take in tow, will 
screen until further directions. Weather report.
(WALLACEBURG, 282201Z to F.O.N.F. etc.).

H.X.276. EDWARD KAVANAGH (U.S.) and EMPIRE MANOR in 
collision 271130 KAVANAGH proceeding escorted to St* Johns Nfld. 
EMPIRE MANOR on fire abandoned 280015 in M j..05 N. 52.35 W. 

(N.S.H.Q., 281^572 to Admty. etc.).
H.X.276. Arrival l300B/28th January (U.S.) EDWARD KAVANAGH. 

Collision damage.
(N.C.S.O. St. Johns N.F., 2811R+9Z).

War Diary

EDWARD
KAVANAGH,

EMPIRE
MANOR,

(H.X.276)
collision
27th.

Refits of Reviewing our manpower resources and commitments
S/Ms. in for Japanese war it is clear that L.27 (now
U.S.A. refitting Philadelphia) and P.553 (due Philadelphia

February) could only be manned at expense of newer 
vessels.
(2) Intend therefore to cancel refit of P.553*

(3) Your views are requested whether refit of L.27 can be 
stopped without seriously disturbing U.S. Authorities. We are 
particularly anxious (a) not to have to man an inefficient ship 
in preference to a more modern one and (b) not to pay off a ship 
on which the Americans have done much work.
(R) Essential that refitting berths in U.S.a . vacated by these 
proposals are only done so temporarily. Full submarine 
refitting facilities must be maintained in U.S.A. and will be 
occupied shortly by modern submarines.
(Hd. of M.II, Approved by Controller, 280045A to B.A.D.).

B.E.Cs. 3 
and 5«

Owing to generators defects B.E.Cs. 3 and 5 are 
unfit for ocean passage until necessary spares 
are obtained from U.S.A. All possible action to 
hasten spares has been taken with U.S. Authorities 
Meanwhile intend to utilize ships on short escort 
duties in order to exercise ships companies at sea 
(S.B.N.O. Trinidad, 2809U2Q).
Note: Signal bears delivery group for Admiralty.

C.U. Convoy Affective C.U.13 sailing 31st Jan. maximum number
numbers. ships per C.U. convoy increased to 30 until

further orders. My 171522 Oct. modified 
accordingly.
(Cominch, 281252Z to Admty. etc.).

/Use...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Your 211417Z.
Para.3* No. All required on North Atlantic run. 
Para.4. No.
Para.5« Statistics at present incomplete and do 
not include number of days on which flying was not 

carried out due to (a) weather, (b) necessity for conserving 
aircraft when not in U-boat areas, of probability.
Days at sea 1+59 in 16 voyages. 305 sorties, hours flown 619.5. 
No. of flying hours per day at sea, 1 hour 20 mins.
No. of sorties per day at sea, 0.66. Estimated flying occurred 
on 30% of days at sea.
Average number of flying hours per flying day 4? hours.
Average number of sorties per flying day 2%,
Para.6 . One attack. - no successes. M.A.Cs. have proved most 
successful, and it is through no fault of their own that 
successes have not been registered. Aircraft from these vessels 
have been operated satisfactorily under most trying weather 
conditions.
(D.A.U.D., Approved A.C.N.S.(U.T.), 281322A to B.A.D.).

War Diary

Use of 
M.A.C’s.

U/boat (N.S.H.Q., 2811+05Z to Cominch, 281556Z).estimates.

CILICIA Arrival CILICIA from Africa.
(C.O.P. Halifax, 281605Z to Admty. etc.).

Admiral Fenard has officially requested Cominch 
as Executive Agent of C.C.S. to give favourable 
consideration to proposal to refit LE TRIOMPHANT 
in a U.S. yard. Admty. 250911 refers.
(2) Cominch has replied that decision is being 

deferred awaiting recommendation to C.C.S. by the Theatre Comman
(3) Navy Dept, consider this case similar to that of French 
proposal for FORTUNE’S refit stated in B.A.D. 012211 Nov. and we 
shall find it difficult to interest them in the contents of 
A.M. 261548 until the Theatre Commanders recommendation is received.
(4) Request this may be expedited.
(B.A.D., 282105Z to Admty.).

LE TRIOMPHANT 
refit.

ARCHIMEDE 
(Fr. S/M.)

As Executive Agent of C.C.S. in initial employment 
designated Mediterranean under Allied Naval C. 
in C.
(Cdr. U.S. Fleet, 282110Z).

NABOB NABOB grounded in position 5 miles 302 degs. from
grounding. Point Roberts (49 degs. North 123 degs. 05’ West)

at 2244 G.M.T. on 25th Jan. during exercises. 
Speed on grounding 17 knots bottom slit.
Refloated this afternoon and is being aocked 
immediately. No report of damage yet received. 
(B.A.D., 282121Z to Admty.).

/Attacks...
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America and West Indies - Contd.

Attacks (C) Liberator Radar Contact 34.07 North 15.33
on U/Bs. West 1900Z/27 followed by sighting of oil slick

and possible swirl in same area.
(D) Surface Craft attacked sound contact 12.30 
North 68.22 West 2015Z/20.
(Cominch, 282137Z to Admty. for O.I.C.).

Australia and New Zealand.

(1) 7 Liberators bombed Dilli Water Front and
two small freighters in Harbour afternoon. Direct 
hit destroyed one ship. Buildings damaged near 
Jetty. 3 Fighters ineffectively attempted 
interception.
(10) Further reports convoy attacked northwest 

Kavieng early hours 26th refer Digest 737 part 12 give composition 
as one small transport two destroyers, two or three probable 
gunboats. One hit claimed one destroyer another on gunboat.
(15) 12 ship convoy including large freighters and escorts
observed early hours 27th 40 miles west Mussau Island apparently 
southbound.
(G.H.Q.,S.W.P.A., 281615Z).

Digest 
No. 738 
Jan. 27th.

V

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Submarines Attacked.

Sub. attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/28th Jan.
and sighting Para.A. (1) Br. SAMOURI torpedoed a.m. 2oth Jan.
summary. in 13 degs. 13’ N. 56 degs. 00* E.

(2) Br. SURADA torpedoed at 1900Z/26th Jan. in 
13 degs. 0 0 ’ N. 53 degs. 1 5 ’ E.

(3) A.M. PENELOPE BARKER, A.M. ANDREW G. CURTAIN and Br. FORT 
BELLINGHAM reported sunk in convoy J.W.56A.
(D.D.I.C., 281006Z).

Submarines Reported.

Estimated positions. 
(D.D.I.C., 281 ijJ+OA, 281450A)
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Operation
F.W.

Engagement 
off Gravelines. 
Enemy mine- 
sv/eeper damaged. 
M.T.B.418 
damaged. 
Coastal 
Batteries 
engaged.
South Pore- 
land Lighthouse, 
damaged.

Biscay
A/S
operations.

Minelaying 
E/Boats 
off Humber.

Azores.

459
29.1.1944.
Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

la. Convoy J.W.56A. The nine M/Vs. of the 
White Sea section arrived in the Dvina Roads at 
0529A today; and at 2120A the Tanker SAN ADOLFO 
arrived at the Kola Inlet from Iokanka. 
b. Convoy J.W.56B. At 1700A today convoy 
J.W.56B was about 100 miles W.S.W. of Bear Island 
steering 091° at 8^ knots; and at 1807A Capt.
D . 3 in MILNE (S.O. Destroyer Escort) reported 
that A/C have been homing U/Boats on to the 
Convoy’ during today, that two U/Boats had been 
sighted and attacked without result, and that 
two U/Boats were then in contact with the convoy. 
On arriving 15 miles ahead of the convoy the 
seven destroyers under Capt. D.26 in HARDY are to 
reverse course, reduce speed, and act as directed 
by C a?t. D.3.

2a. At 2120 today M.T.Bs 417 and 418 on patrol 
off Gravelines engaged with gun-fire an M-class 
minesweeper escorting a large vessel westward 
.from Dunkirk and set her on fire. M.T.B.418 
was considerably damaged but no casualties were 
incurred. Pour other M.T.Bs. on the same patrol 
fired a total of eight torpedoes at the large 
vessel, believed to be a 360 ft. Sperrbrecher, 
without observed result.
b. Coastal Batteries on both sides of the 
Straits were also engaged, and damage was caused 
to the South Foreland Lighthouse and to the 
R.A.P. Station at Swingate.

5. A U/Boat apparently disabled about 100 
miles 7/. by S. of St. Nazaire was attacked three 
times today by our A/C; and another v/as bombed 
once by A/C, about 30 miles to the westward of 
the first.

4. Between 0245 and 0325 today Trawlers off 
the Humber located E/Boats believed to have laid 
mines. Three Acoustic Mines have today been 
detonated in the area by sweepers and one self- 
detonated, off Spurn Point.

North Atlantic.
5. Winter conditions at Angra, Azores are 
causing serious damage to landing craft and boats 
and S.B.N.O. Azores states that unless 3 L.C.Ms. 
and 2 strong 25 ft. motor boats are shipped in 
K.M.S.42*the situation will be serious.

/T.G.21.12..
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Operation 
"Shingle".

SPARTAN
sunk.

Adriatic.

Aegeanshipping.
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29.1.1944.
Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT.

North Atlantic - Gontd.

6. U.S. Escort Carrier GUADALCANAL and 3 
U.S. destroyers sailed from Casablanca this 
evening to support G.U.S. 28.

V

Mediterranean.
7a. Harassing fire was continued last night 
by MAURITIUS and INGLEFIELD on Formia,
Castell da Firrata, and road junctions, with 
only slight opposition from enemy batteries.
b. In a glider bomb raid in the Anzio area at 
sunset today, the cruiser SPARTAN was hit aft 
at about 1800A in 41.26 N. 12.41 E. and sank an 
hour later.
DIDO and DELHI brought survivors to Naples.
The SPARTAN had been ordered on the 27th to 
report to C.T.F. 81 for A/A protection cover 
duties. s.uitj
c. U.S. rescue tug ATRI was severely damaged 
and SS. SAMUEL HUNTINGTON was set on fire
(subsequently blew up and sank) by enemy air 
attack in the Anzio area today.
d. C. in C. Med. reports that during sweeping 
operations 18 I type mines were swept north of 
Zannone Island by the 12th M.S.F.

8. UPSTART reports that whilst on patrol off 
the French coast she bombarded a possible 
seaplane station at the head of the Golfe de 
la Napoule on 23rd and a seaplane station near 
St. Raphael Light on 27th.

9. Coast forces last night’ sank a small 
German tanker and a large schooner off Ploce 
Point (43.30 N. 15.58 E. ) and took 8 prisoners.

10. The sailing of an enemy convoy or convoys 
to the Dodecanese or Crete now appears very 
imminent, according to the Middle East joint 
intelligence aporeciation
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East Indies.

11. SS. WALTER CAMP, American, 7176 tons, 
which left Aden on January 19th for Colombo 
and Calcutta, is overdue at the former port and 
from an intercepted distress message is 
presumed torpedoed and sunk in about 10° N. 
71.49 S., at 2532Z/25.
DANAE picked up the entire crew of 70 on 31st 
January.

China.

12. C. in C. India reports that during the 
week ending 26th January U.S. aircraft 
operating in China waters sank 3 passenger 
ships, 5 or 6 freighters and 2 tankers.

America and West Indies.

13. The R.C.N. minesweeper, MAHONE, reported 
at 0309Z that she had been holed on her port 
side in collision with the British SS. PORT 
TOWNSHEND in 45.41 N., 57.55 W. and was in 
need of assistance. The corvette GALT 
proceeded to help her and was in touch by 
0812Z.

14. A Greek ship (described as YIKATERINI - 
no trace in Lloyds) due at St. John N.B. on Jan. 
24th in H.F\ 97 has not arrived. Air search 
on the 26th and 28th produced no result.

* Should be AIXATERINI T.
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A u s tr a lia  and New Zealand.

15 . There was a l i g h t  enerqy a i r  r a id  on 
sh ip p in g  o f f  Huon P en in su la  t h is  a fte r n o o n ; one 
L ib e r ty  sh ip  was s l i g h t ly  damaged. A sh ip  was 
a ls o  s l i g h t ly  damaged and had some c a s u a lt ie s  
when near m issed  by a s in g le  Japanese d iv e  
bomber o f f  Gape Ward Hunt.
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HOME COMMANDS.

E*G.10.

Policy.
In view of present U/B situation in North Atlantic 
SPEY, LOSSIE, FJNDHOHN, ROTHER, and ’.TEAR are 
allocated temporarily to Western Approaches. 
(V.C.N.S. 290946A to C. in C.W.A.)

Operations.
Operation J.W.56A. JOSEPH N. NICOLLET returned. Requires
F.W. repair due to damage.
Two U/Bs. (N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe 290006A to A.I.G. 222.)
attacked. J.»V. 56A. All White Sea section arrived Dvina

Roads. Tanker SAN ADOLFO arrived Iokanka 28th. 
(S.B.N.O. Archangel 290529A to S.B.N.O. North 
Russia.)

Tanker ADOLFO with Soviet escort sailed Iokanka for 
Kola Inlet 0630A.

(S.B.N.O. Archangel 290916A to S.B.N.O. North Russia.)
C. in C.H.F. 281129A. Intend 26th D.F. to act on the basis 

of A.C.I.105 particularly paras.10, 11 and 13.
2. On reaching vicinity 15 miles ahead of J.W. 56B. reverse course 
reduce speed, and act on enemy intelligence or as directed by me.|
3. Intend ultimately that your night dispositions should be on 
extended screen as in appendix 2 para. 2 to A.C.I.105 although 
it may be impracticable to (?assume) these the first night.
4. In the event of finally becoming major threat codeword "̂ Pack"|
signified ships not hunting U/Bs. close copvoy. 1
5. Appendix 1 (one) to A.C.1.105. (E) (?clockwise) cd^lnencing
position A, MILNE, MAHRATTA, OXLIP, WHITEHALL, 
WESTCOTT, OPPORTUNE, SCOURGE. Commencing doub] 
CC. METEOR, CYGNET, SEAGULL, HURON. (F) (b) Pltf 
(c) No.

j)TEER,
;ter position 

?PLE (?yes) J

E. 035° 8| /6. My P.C.S. at 1000A/29th, 073° 43' N. 009° 00’ 
knots. Weather 4772 9273.
(Capt. D.3 291102A to Capt. D.26.)

There are D/F indications that convoy J.W.56B has been 
reported by a U/B.

(D.D. I.C.291345A to A.I.G.47.)
Destinations.

1. FORT NORFOLK, PORT CREVECOUR, and EMPIRE TOURIST to Sconomia.
2. JOHN LA FARGE, HENRY BACON, and ALBERT C. RITCHIE to Molotovs!
3. Remainder to Kola Inlet.

(D.T.D. 291629Z to B.A.M.S.1A.)
D/F activity last transmission at 1459Z/29 indicates that 

convoy J.W.56B* is being shadowed.
(D.D.I.C. 291632A to A.I.G.47.)
Air shadowers during day homing U/Bs. 2 of which were 

sighted and attacked without result. Two U/Bs. now in contact 
one each (?on) starboard bow and starboard beam. My P.C.S.
1700A, 073° 43’ N. 012° 22' E. 091° 8i knots. Weather 4478 8711.| 

(Capt. D. 3 291807A to Capt. D.26.,)
My 281700Z. Further investigation gives no indication 

formed any enemy activity in near neighbourhood.
("Locomotive" 291850Z to Admty.)
Arrived Kola Inlet SAN ADOLFO. S.B.N.O. Archangel’s 290916A| 

refers.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia 292120A to S.B.N.O. Archangel.)

Biscay
A/S
operations.

NR.6. Have attacked U/B with depth charges. 
Estimate 1 hit. U/B on surface apparently disabled|

sM a 3?o'?19 Group).
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Operations.
By D/F at 0026Z U/B within 75 miles of 46.30 N. 
17.30 W.
(D.D.I.C. 290229A to Escorts S.L.146/M.K.3.37, 
ENTERPRISE.)
Am over enemy S/M. in 47° 01' N. 5° 26’ W. Enemy 
was on surface on course 100, estimated speed 12 
knots.
(A/C. LLU.30. 290300A to 19 Group.)

Have attacked u/B. with depth charge, position 46 59’ N.
05 10* W. Apparently U/B. disabled.

(A/C. LLU.30 290340 to 19 Group.)
Have obtained contact in 46° 51* N. 05° 08* W.
(A/C. TYZ.26 290401A to 19 Group.)
Am over enemy s/m . in 46° 51* N. 05° 08’ W. Enemy-was on 

surface, course unknown.
(A/C. TYZ.26 290418 to 19 Group.)
Have attacked u/b . with bombs. U/B. was on surface.

Estimate no hits.
(A/C. TYZ.26 290445A to 19 Group..)
Disposition at 292000.

(2) ENTERPRISE 047° 40’ N. 018° 05’ W. 072° 20 knots.
(3) TANTALUS 048° 15* N. 013° 20' W. 180° daily advance 165 miles
(4) AJAX 046° 14’ N. 016° 00' W. 180° 23 knots.

(C. in C. Plymouth 291505A to Ships.)
C.T.G. 21.13 arrived Casablanca about 4th February and 

departs about 7th February to operate against reported S/Ms. tha 
may endanger U.G.S/G. U.S. convoys.

(D.O.D.H. 291631A to C. in C.W.A., C. in C. Plymouth.)
Am over enemy S/H. in 45° 33’ W. 06° 04' W. S/M. was on 

surface and when first sighted was on course 090° estimated speed 
12 knots.

(A/C. PGV.12 292106 to 19 Group.)
U/B. previously reported was on surface. Have attacked U/B. 

with bombs. U/B. has dived, position 45° 33' N. 06° 05’ V.
(A/C. PGV.12 292120 to 19 Group.)

Biscay
A/S
operations. 
(Contd.)

Arrived WILltaoOSE.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 290321A to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Sailed my 281004 plus ’7ILD GOOSE (WREN, MAGPIE. ) 
(Cdre. D.W.A. 290715A to C. in C.W.A.)
F.O.I.C. Liverpool’s 271659A. Arrived KITE. 
(F.O.I.C.,N.I., 290840A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)
On conclusion of calibration today request you 
will sail KITE at best speed to join E.G.2 who, 

are complying with my 281534.
(C. in C.W.A. 291036A to F.O.I.C. Beflast.)

C. in C.W.A. 291036A.. Sailed KITE.
(F.O.I.C., N.I., 291610A to C. in C.W.A.)
Sailed WILD GOOSE in accordance with my 281116.
(N.O.I.C. Greenock 281848A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

Patrol of
North
Channel
Approaches.
E.G.2.

/V.P..
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Operations - Contd.
V.P. Garry out V.P.. (l) Patrol A.P. (2) 63.
Operation. (3) a.rn. 30th January or first suitable day

thereafter. (4) At the 8.0*s discretion. 
(5) No. (6) No. (7) 070° Bressay. (8) No. 
(A.C.O.S. 291320A to ivdmty.)

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

(0. in C. Portsmouth 291412A.) (0. in 0. Plymouth 
291609A). (V. A. Dover 291613A, 291838A.)

S/M. Positions of S/Ms. at 0800/30 and movements for
Patrols. following 24 hours. (A) SPIRIT as in my 201621.

(B) SCEPTRE as in my 281719. (C) SEANYMPH 61° 06’
N. 00° 15’ W. probably on surface to Lerwick speed 
10 knots. (D) STUBBORN approaching Lerwick from 

N.E. (E) SATYR 61° 38' N. 02° 28’ E. diving by day through 62° 
01* N. 03° 59’ E. to patrol off Stadtlandet.
(P.O.S. 291727A to Admty. )

Proceeding unescorted SATYR left Lerwick 1805A through 090° 
Muckle Flugga 20 and 0550 00* N. 004° 00* E. thence to patrol 
vicinity Stadtlandet on the surface at C.O's discretion till 
within 60 miles of Norwegian coast.

(S.O S/M. Lerwick 291810A to S/Ms.)

Precautions 
off N.W. 
Ireland.

Sailed CHURCHILL and STUART PRINCE to comply with 
your 281948.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 291753A to C. in C.W.A.)

Allied Air Activity.
Enemy 
M/V* s 
attacked.

Nr. 1. position and course of one merchant 
vessel 47° 01' N. 05° 15' W. 300°.
(A/C. LLU.30 290200 to 19 Group.)
NR.1. Position course and speed of 2 M/V 47° 05' 
N. 05° 30' W. 040, 10, 2000.
(A/C. KHR.14. 290218 to 19 Group.)

Have attacked 7 depth charges. My position is 47°
W. 10' W. Request instructions.
(A/C. KHR. 14.“ 290232A to 19 Group.)
Over 2 ships 47 00' N. 05 40' W. (corrupt group) 25*

Await instructions.
(A/C. KUM.22. 290240A to 19 Group.)

10' N.
05‘

Bristol Floating mines maybe expected on convoy route
Channel. Lundy Island.

(C. in C. Plymouth 291134A to Convoys.)

Humber. 2 acoustic mines detonated 1st at 0954A 134° N.
14 buoy 1.7 miles 2nd at 1047A 199° H.l buoy 
2.8 miles.
(F.O. Humber 291205A, 291731A, 291732A to C. in 
C. Nore.)

/Mine...
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Allied Air Activity.
Humber. Mine self detonated at 1526 to Eastward of Spurn,
(Contd.) bearing and distance unknown.

(p.O. Humber 291845A to C. in C. Nore.)
1. Between 0245 and 0325 E-Boats were located by 
Humber M/S trawlers. At 0245 CHALCEDONY at 58 
buoy obtained H.E. to Northeastward and later 

DANE at 59A buoy reported E-Boats N. and W. of her. No reports 
received from trawlers at intervening buoys or at H.3 buoy.
2. No other contact was made by surface forces.
4. It appears probable that mines were laid in an area which 
cannot at present be defined N. of 12A buoy. Q.Z.S. 289, 380 
and 314 may be affected. Sweepers have so far detonated three 
acoustic mines approx. 200 H.l buoy, 2.8 miles, 200 H. 2 buoy 2.7 
miles, and 134 14 buoy 1.7 miles.
(C. in C. Nore 291757A to Admty.)

U-Boat 
probably 
sunk by 
BAZELY on 
25th
November.

U-Boat
attacked.

ORACLE.

VANSITTART*

0 . S . 6 6 /
K. M. S. 40.

U-Boats..
We congratulate BAZELY on her A/3 hunt on 25th Nov 
1943, which has been assessed as "Probably Sunk". 
(D.A.U.D. 290931A to BAZELY.)

Lost touch with U-Boat last seen position 51°
05’ N. 16° 19’ W.
(A/C. MBZ.16 291415A to 19 Group.)
Hunt U/B reported in 51° 07’ N. 16° 19* W. Have 
attacked ? with bombs'. Negative contact.
(A/C. MBZ.26 291455A to 19 Group.)

Casualties & Defects.
H.M. Yacht ORACLE has been seriously damaged by fire. 
Now extinguished.
(IR7ELL 290050A to P.O.I.C. Liverpool.)
My 29005CA. ORACLE has bow settle on the dock 
bottom listed at an angle of 40° to port.
(IR'TELL 290215A to P.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

Intend sailing VANSITTART at 1800/29. E.T.A. 
Greenock 0800/30.
(WESTERN ISLES 290941A to P.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
Sailed my 290941A.
(WESTERN ISLES 291800A to P.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Shipping & Convoys.

(A) 1600Z/25th. (B) 40th E.G. EXE, MOYOLA, VANOC, 
ARMERIA, PETUNIA, CLAEKIA, BUGLOSS, LADY MADELEINE 
Tug STORMKING, REDOE, CONAK*RIAI, BE3TIK, EMPIRE 
KINSMAN, EMPIRE CABOT, ALGORAB.
(C. in C.W.A. 290457Z.)

/3 7...
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Shipping & Convoys.
0.3.66/ 
K.M.3.40. 
(Contd.)

37 ships. Names and destinations.
(C. in C.W.A. 290511Z to F.O.G.M.A.)
Inform Commodore SAN RAFAEL, COCHRANE and NORDLYS 
returning.
(G. in C.W.A. 291248A to Escorts.)
EMPIRE BUCKLER returned from 0.3.66/K.K.S.40.
Lost convoy owing to breakdown. LEEDS CITY 

returned from 0.S.66/K.M.S.40. Unable to maintain speed owing 
to weather and trim.
(N.C.S.O. Clyde 291329 to C. in C.W.A.)

EMPIRE CC ■. ) returned from 0.3. 66/.K.M. 3. 40. Unable to 
contact Convoy. COCHRANS returned from O.S.66/K.M.S.40. Unable 
to maintain speed owing to weather.

(N.C.S.O. Clyde 292032A to C. in C.W.A.)
If not in touch with convoy return to Campbeltown.
(C. in C.W.A. 292143A to STORM KING.)

C . N . 222. My 262108. For GRIPER read ALLEGIANCE. My 
262114 also refers.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 290954A to C. in C..7.A.) 
N.O.I.C. Greenock 290954A. Intend sailing 
ALLEGIANCE for Moville at 0700A/30th. E.T.A. 
140OA.
(N.O.I.C. Campbeltown 291151A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

j.” .57. In view of the size of J.W;57 and the importance
of providing convoy and carrier with adequate A.A. 
and surface protection consider one Dido class 
cruiser should be included in escort.

(2) Request BLACK PRINCE may be sailed from Plymouth for this 
duty to arrive Scapa 10th February.
(C. in C.H.F. 291125A to Admty.)

K.X. 276. 79 M/Vs. Names and destinations, 
(D.T.D. 291131A.)

S.L.146/ Proceed forthwith to join S.L.146/M.K.3.37.
M.K.S.37. (3) You will be required to escort oiler SCOTTISH

AMERICAN (Corrupt Group). S.L.146/M.K.S. to 
0.S.66/K.M.S.40 on a route which will then be 
signalled by C. in C.W.A. thence to join C.2 E.G. 
(C. in C.W.A. 291205A to KEATS.)

My 291205. Detail one escort to proceed with KEATS and 
SCOTTISH AMERICAN to join O.S.66.

(C. in C.W.A. 291210A to Escorts 0.S.L.146/M.K.S.37.)

C.U.12. C.U.12 outward bound convoy leaves Oversay 1500A 
29th. Steering 280° 6 knots.
(C. in C.W.A. 291304A to Escorts C.U.12.)

0.N.S.28. Sailed SASKATCHEWAN, SKEENA, NAPANEE, BITTERSWEET, 
EYEBRIGHT, RIMOUSKI, FOREST HILL and NORTHERN GEM 
for 0.N.S.28. PRINCE RUPERT will sail p.m. Sunda 
to overtake on completion of calibration.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 291405A to A.I.G.196.)

/0.N.221...
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Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
(A) 1500Z/25th. (B) B.2. MOUENE, CLEMATIS, 
HEATHER, GENTIAN, CHILLIWACK, FUSILIER.
Tug SAMSONIA Rescue Ship PINTO. (C) 64.
(C. in C.W.A. 291546Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)

K.M.P.28A. Admiralty 271809, 281945. 1. Escort (a) from 
Clyde. PHEASANT S.O. (b) to join in position (R) 
Cumbrae at 1830A/2nd. UNDINE, CROMBIE Plymouth. 
ERNE from Londonderry.
(C. in C.W.A. 291651A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

S .C.151. Leave Lough Foyle as requisite to join S.C.151 due 
position A. at 0700Z/30th. Ocean escort FAME.
(Cdre. D.W.A. 291728A to HELIER II, AQUAMARINE.)

K.X.14. A.M. 281925. Para.l. Add H.M.T. TARANA, 
destination Gibraltar.
(D.O.D.H. 291816A to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

T.U.7. Convoy T.U.7 will be ready to leave U.K. on 2nd 
February (Bristol Channel Ships 1st February) 
comprising the following 24 ships. Names.
2. Escort will be provided by Task Force 69 

U.S.S. ARKANSAS escort oiler KENNEBEC and U.S. Destroyers NELSON, 
JEFFERS, GLENNON, RHIND, BUTLER, GHERARDI, HERNDON, SHUBRICK, 
COWIE, KNIGHT, EARLE and DORAN. 4. Admiralty will signal route 
to New York.
(D.O.D.H. 2919.58A. )
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North Atlantic.
MAYO (Spanish motor vessel) taken in prize. Details

of dimensions etc.
(S.T.O.I.C. Gibraltar, 291051A).

S/Ms. for Departures Netherlands S/M. O.R^U.S.S. NEUNZER;
Bermuda. Italian S/M. DANDOLO, MARIA, G.MAMELI, TITO,

SPERI, VORTICE- My 281153Z and 282117Z refer. 
(p.O.G.M.A., 291059A to Admty. etc.).

T.G.21.12 Sailed in accordance with my 281623*
(C.M.S.F.,291746Z).
N.T. in W.R.

Air attack Ministry of Marine reports that 2 aircraft 
on believed to be American approached Portuguese
Portuguese Armed Escort Ship CORVO in 038 degs. 11' N.
CORVO. 021 degs. 15' W. at 1i+40 local time 8th Jan. and

flashed O.E. repeatedly.
(2) Vessel hoisted signal letters and then 
stopped after several bursts of machine gun fire 

from aircraft. Aircraft then took no further action.
(3) Suggest British and Allied Authorities be informed that 
Portuguese Merchant Ships:-
(A) are not normally informed of Merchant Ships recognition 
procedure
(B) and are not usually provided with signalling lanterns or 
similar lamps for daytime use.
(N.A. Lisbon, 291809 to Admty.).

Attack WISHART attacked firm contact in 213 degs.
on U/B. Cape Spartel 11;*.

(WITHERINGTON, 292022A to P.O.G.M.A.).
Carried out second attack, good echo marked 

high pitch in 212 degs. Cape Spartel 1li, oil slicks from first 
attack. Suspect delayed explosion was depth charge on 
bottom.
(WITHERINGTON, 291955A to P.O.G.M.A.).

AJAX 
(from 
Plymouth).

C. in C. Plymouth's 281551A para.(2). S. of A. 
20 knots. 13 hours late. Weather report. 
(AJAX, 292003 to P.O.G.M.A.).

Landing Although U.S. have brought 4 L.C.M's, winter
Craft, conditions at Angra are causing serious damage
Azores. to all L.C.Ms. and boats. Unloading in Peb.

will be continued and unless three L.C.Ms. and 
two strong 25 feet Motor boats are shipped in 

ships loading for K.M.S.iJ-2 situation will be serious. 
(3.B.N.O. Azores, 292355Z to Admty.).
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Operation 
"Tabarin".

Zig
zagging.

HIGHLAND
MONARCH.

U/B
(?false) 
attacked by 
French 
Wellington 
K.3L4.

attacked and 
(F.O.C.W.A., 
(W.D. Note:

470
2 9 .1 .19kb.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

South Atlantic.
Your 10911 Dec. WILLIAM SCORESBY and SS FITZROY 
with "Tabarin" aboard sailed a.m: 29th. 
(N.O.I.C. Falklands, 29091+5Z to Admty.).

Your 281702. (Request you will deal with zig
zagging suspension). Not clear why you desire 
this, observing that area is south of ray "Chop" 
line. Request further information.
(F.O.C.W.A., 291205Z to C. in C.S.A.-.

Your 271601Z, agree.
(2) Presume all are wives of service personnel. 
If not, (instructions).
(D.S.T., 29123*|A to N.O.I.C. Falkland Islands).

Carried out observant round 017 degs. 32’ N.
017 degs. 52* W. where aircraft GRBK dropped 
charges and flares. No result. Ara rejoining. 
Consider aircraft dropped charges on wake caused 
by 180 degs. twin (?turn) made by MALCOLM. 
(MALCOLM, 292020Z to N.O.I.C. W. Africa).
Dakar reports U-boat attacked by aircraft in 17 
degs. kO' N. 18 degs. W. at 1910/29th. U-boat 
on course of 180 degs. was diving before 

turning to 360 degs. Debris observed after attack. 
2923U3Z to Admty.).
See further signal F.O.C.W.Af., 300903Z).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

M editerranean.

Re-encypherment o f 343X, addressed ULSTER, from 
C.S.15. Proceed to  Naples at 1830 fo r  fu e l  r e 

turn ing to bombardment area on com pletion  unless 
otherw ise ordered by C. in  C.Med. T .0 .0 . 271559 
fends. )
( ?A lg ie r3  C.C.O. 290100A to  C .T .F . 8 1 .)

C. in  C.Med. 281648 R/V o f f  Mondragone. 
(MAURITIUS 290140 to PENELOPE.)

Your 251545. For your guidance, fo llo w in g  is  
p o s it io n  concern ing p ro te c tio n  o f h o s p ita l sh ips:
A. There is  nothing i l l e g a l  in  h osp ita l ships 
being escorted  by su rface  ships or a i r c r a f t .
B. Only drawback o f  p rov id in g  es co rt is  to  in 
crease r is k  o f unintended a ttack  and to  make any

p ro te s t  more d i f f i c u l t  to su b s ta n tia te , since a ttack  on the 
es co rt is  le g it im a te  and presence o f an e s co r t  may render id e n t i 
f i c a t io n  o f  h osp ita l sh ip  more d i f f i c u l t .
2. Question whether to  s a i l  h o sp ita l sh ips under esco rt or in 
dependently i s ,  th e re fo re , e n t ir e ly  one o f p o l ic y ,  the d e c is io n  
depending on balance o f  r is k s .
(Hd. o f  M .I. Approved 1st Lord 290157A to  C. in  C.Med. N a p les .)

K.M.3.38 H/F D/F bearing  on 4549 k/cs at 0310A w ith in  15
U/B suspected, m iles 037° 18 ' 007° 11’ E. bearing 092° be ing

in v e s t ig a ted  by 2 esco rts . Consider dou b tfu l. 
(S .O .E.G . 50 290519.)

M.K.F.28A. Intend to c a l l  U.K. bound convoy co n s is tin g  o f
STIRLING CASTLE, ARUNDEL CASTLE and 3TRATHNAVER 
M.K.F.28A.
(F .O .L.E .M . 291225B.)

Confirmed para* 3A o f  A.M. 261848.
2. Escort can be provided from  A lg ie r s  to v i c in i t y  o f G ib ra lta r .
3. S a il in g  o f M.K.F.28A w i l l  depend on p ro v is io n  o f  Western 
Approaches Escorts but could take p lace" not le s s  than 36 hours 
a f t e r  a r r iv a l  o f K.M.F.28A a t A lg ie r s .
(C. in C.Med. 291738A.)

R .A .F . O rgan isation  o f  R .A.F. in  M editerranean and M.E.
(A ir  Min. 291319Z.)
See L ion  Copy.

R e l i e f  sh ip s , Agree your 271749 (req u es tin g  whether F.O .L.E.M . 
P ira eu s , agrees w ith  German amendments o f route f o r  a l l

Swedish r e l i e f  v e sse ls  proceeding to  and from 
P iraeu s.
(F .O .Levant 291332B to  Admty.)

War D iary.

T .F .81 .

PENELOPE.

Bombing o f
H osp ita l
Ships.

/MIRROR.. .
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W A RN IN G  : This is an un paraph rased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, 
and the text must first be paraphrased* If it is essential to communicate it to persons outside 
British or Allied Government Services.

(* NOTE : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad (“ O.T.P.” ) are excepted from this rule).

ID IGSAGE 291519a/ J7 unary
m n i n Date: 29.1.44.To: All Commands at Hone and Overseas.

Dechief. ’
liiFDBL Webber J.795)
H3cords Glos.
26 Group.

OUT

i** / t cJ) dL/7^T o n ,
™ \%nmnmmunm0n L\l H S W

From: A.31. UTiitehall.

AX. 55. 29 Jan. Gecret.

. Consequent upon appointment General Baker as 
c . "in~C.ii.ai.it,I t  and it'ir Marshal Slessor as 

Deputy Air C.-in~C. M.A.A.F, and Commander-in-Chief 
A* Ay'* Bediserr.anean .and Middle East the organisation 
91 ift these areas as from 1st February 1944
is  -bo be as follow s. '

§• JA A .F. element of M.A.A.F. is  to  be known 
by shoi-o t i t l e  ol nH.Q,Modno,! Adv.anced or 
Rear as appropriate to denote that i t  is  the supreme 
it.A.l*. Command fo r  whole of Mediterranean Theatre 
including Middle Bast.

5. Headquarters H.A.A.F. w ill comprise
(I)  A combined IJ.S.A.A.F. and R.A.F. operations and 
planning .staff.
( I I )  H.q. of the IJ.S.A.A.F. in Mediterranean. 
(IIDH.'i.Pt.A.F. Mediterranean and Middle East.

4 . II.Q.Medme w ill exercise d irect control of a l l  R.A.F. 
formations in M.A.a.F . except those in  the Middle East 
Commands which i t  w ill control though Hai. R.A.F.
■Middle East.

5. C. in C. I led me w ill be responsible fo r  organisation 
ana administration of a l l  R.A.F. formations .in 
Meaiterranoan and M.E. Theatres but i s ,  subject to h is 
overriding resp on sib ility , authorised to delegate to 
A.O.C. in C. M.E. such administrative resp o n sib ilities  
as he may decide.

6. Control of establishments w ill be centralised  in 
H.Q. Medme. I f  units aro transferred from M.E.Command 
to other formations in M.A.A.F. they w ill move on 
standard J.I.A.A. F. L. ,/.E. I f  transferred to Commands 
outside M.a.A.F. they w ill move on Air M inistry basic 
establishment.

n
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/*., /boro  ‘'411 bo a  winning con trol under the 
Jwt. t .u .  ii.C}. Mod mu who w il l  deal d ir e c t  with A ir 
O-i. 11cer-i;i-G liarge Records and with Base Personnel 
Detachments in  oth er p a rts  o f Mudme.

8. Ghntrol and a llo ca tio n  o f  R.A.F. aircraft and 
re-equipment programmes w i l l  bo cen tra lised  a t 
II. ]. Mediae.

. Central master provis ion ing control f o r  
uipmenh o f  a l l  kinds w i l l  be set up a t  H.Q. Medmo 
uer a 0.1101 Maintenance and Supply O ffic e r .

9.
oquipmen u.nd

delegate
10. Control o f  maintenance and rep a ir  w i l l  be 
Generalised under C.II.S.O, H.Q. Medme who w i l l  
re sp o n s ib ility  as necessary to II.Q.M.E.

11 ». .Senior Command Accountant O ffic e r  and 
Senior F inancial Advisor fo r  Medme w i l l  be a t 
H .'l. Mediae.

12- absence o f specia l arrangements normal service 
channels- o f commend and control w i l l  bo observed.

2913192

Deceived in War R og is tiy  a t 
1420/30 January.

C irculated by A ir  M in istry to 
^ ir  M in istry D epts., War O ffic e , 
Colonial O ffic e , Foreign O ffic e , 
India O ffic e , M in istry o f  
A ir c ra ft  Production and Admiralty.

1st Lord.
1 st S . ’Jj. (2)
d . f . s .l .
V. C.N.S.
A. C.N.S. (II)
A.C.N.S. (F ) 
a.C.N.S. (A ) (2 ) 
A.C.N.S. (U) 
P.A .S . (S)
N. u. 1st S.L. 
Ops. (2 )
O. L . (5 )
O .I.C . (2 )
D .N .I. (3 )

Advance Copy Ops. O.D. O .I.C .

D. o f  p. (Q) (2 )
D. o f  P . / 3 )
D.C.O.D/ (4 )
M. ( 2 K
\uvr
I .P .  (2 )
Ad. Blako



MOST SECRET

Y/ar Diary*
FOREIGN STATIONS*

29.1.1944.
Saturday.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
MIRROR Intended programme, escorted by KSRRERA.
(Cable ship) (V.A.M. 291429.)

PIPINOS. Detach from K.M.S.39 in 035° 10’ 015° 39’ at dawn
3rd and proceed independently on surface at 9 
knots mean course 099°.
2. Capt. S.l is requested to arrange onward route. 
DART pass to PIPINOS.
(3.0. 3/M Malta 291444 to PIPINOS.)

Damaged To relieve congestion suggest that possibility
merchant of laying up damaged ships elsewhere than Gibralta
shipping. should be investigated. My 082046A Jan. refers.

(D.T.D. 291723A to C» in C.Med. F«0»G.M.A.)

PAPANIC0LI8. Sailed at 1700B/29th to patrol area bounded by
lat. 037° 11' and 036° 15' and long. 023° 51* and 
025° 00'. Passes through Kaso Straits 2000B/lst 
and thence south of Christiani.
(Capt. S.l 291742B to 1st S/M F. )

M.E.Balkan 406250 0/64785 cypher 29 Jan.
Sitrep No. 74. 4. Sea Ops. Athens Agent reports 27 Jan. his

Agents had attacked three 100 h.p. diesel driven 
craft Nos. W.30, 32, 33 originally constructed by 
Greek Navy for Comn. between Piraeus and 

Navstahhmos. V/. 32 wrecked in engine room, VV.33 sank with loss 1 
Greek, 3 Germans bomb intended destroy W . 30 discovered before it 
exploded.
(C. in C .M.E. 291900B.)

UPSTART,
patrol
report.

UPSTART reports:
1. A. At 1117/21 in 168 Cap Camamet 6 miles fired 
four torpedoes at long range at large westbound 
tanker, missed.
B. At 1749/23 bombarded possible seaplane station 
at head of Golfo de Laonakoule (?la Napoule 

intended.) 22 hits. C. At 1808/27 bombarded seaplane station i 
position 250 St. Raphael Lt. one mile. 49 hits.
2. Many enemy aircraft approaching the coast in the vicinity of 
Toulon after dusk on 23/24th. Smaller numbers on 26th, 27th. 
(S.10 291946.)

STORM, search My 291059 and n$r 291832 not to all addressees, 
for A/C. Orders to search; bombing restrictions.

(3.0. S/Ms. Haifa 292005Z, 292016B.)

/UNTIRING...
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War Diary.

UNTIRING.

29.1.1944.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
Patrol in position 238° J. 41 from 0400/30 or 002° 
H» 20 from 0800/30 until dark. Freedom in westerly- 
direction 21 miles*
(Capt. 3.10 292031A to P-59 (UNTIRING) (R) C. 

in C.Med. )

Situation 1. Operation ''Shingle”. Enemy air activity on 28t
Report 285. January was on reduced scale. During glider bomb 

raid at sunset on 29th Jan. SPARTAN was hit aft 
and subsequently sank.
2. Shore batteries and M/T successfully bombarded 

by MAURITIUS in Formia area on 28th slight opposition from enemy 
battery.
3. During sweeping operation 18 I type mine3 swept north Zannone 
Island by 12th M/3 F.
4. O.R.P. SOKOL reports sinking 40 ton caique by gunfire on 12th 
in 036° 30' N. 024° 14' E.
(C. in C.Med. 292133A.)

U/B attack. One submarine in 36° 55' N. 11° 50' E. has fired 
torpedoes.
(Callsign UTN 292245 to Med. Local.)

SPARTAN sunk. At dusk today 29th SPARTAN hit aft by glider bomb 
and 3unk off Anzio no further details at present 
known. DIDO and DELHI bringing survivors to 
Naples.
(C. in C.Med. 292258.)
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War Diary,
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29.1.1944.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

SS.WALTER CAMP.

East Indies,
SS. WALTER CAMP now overdue Colombo presumed 
torpedoed and sunk in approx. 010° Nl 071° 49' E. 
at 2332Z/25 from intercepted distress message. 
Air (?search) of area continues.
(C. in C.E.F. 290453Z.)

BANFF. Your 281539 (not received.) Estimate I can
remain on patrol at economical speed for 13 
days if proceeding to Aden and 9 days if 
proceeding to Kilindini estimated from 0500Z/29 

and passage to either destination at 9 knots. Oil fuel 
remaining on arrival would be one days steam at 9 knots plus 
50 tons carried as ballast in accordance with Admiralty 
instructions. Any change in above due to higher speed being 
necessary will be signalled with position report my 291533Z 
(not received) part 2 follows.(3^A^NXF%F> , 291520Z to N.O.I.C. Aden.)

SS. SURADA 
sinking.

in.accordance with E.F.716H/71/27.A) ?SURADA
\B) i3G0 N. 55.15 E. 1751Z 26/1/44.
’c) Submarine appears similar to Japanese one 

1 . 4 .
(d ) Torpedo. Ship sunk.

(E) One on starboard side No. two hold, one passed ahead.
(F; All crew and passengers 103 in number picked up by SS.DARTO 
landed Aden 29th.
(G) No.(h ) Yes, but radiation bad following explosion was not received. 
(I) Boat called alongside submarine. Two officers in conning 
tower heard speaking German two ratings apparently Japanese on 
deck. Survivors treated in chivalrous manner offered water 
and given course and distance to Socotra.
(j) and (K) Went down with ship in steel safes in 2000 fathoms. 
fN; Master and First Radio Officer.
(Com.Aden, 291521Z.)

3. U.S. Air 20th Jan. Hongkong (? Swatow) sea 
sweep. 2 Liberators sank a 350 ft. passenger 
boat and a 225 ft. tanker. 23rd from Suichwan 
2 Mitchells sank a 400 foot freighter, a 400 ft. 
tanker and probably sank a 400 ft. freighter. 
24th Jan. A Foochow sea sweep 5 Mitchells 
sank a 250 ft. passenger boat. Lishan Bay.
Sank two freighters 275 ft. a 300 ft. passenger 
boat a 175 ft. cargo ship and damaged a 300 ft. 

passenger boat. Near Nampang Island. 2 Mitchells s a  
300 ft. Merchant ship.
(C. in C. India, No T.0.0.)

Weekly 
summary of 
events in 
China.
20th to 
26th Jan.
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FOREIGN STATIONS,

America and West Indies.
MAIDNE. Have been in collision with FORT TuWNSHEND

disabled bad hole port side proceeding to 
Louisberg my position now is 045° 41* 057° 55’. 
FORT TOWNSHEND standing by F.R.12 only set 
working.

(MAHONE, 290309Z to GALT.)
MAIDNE reports have been in collision with FORT TOWNSHEND bad hole in my port side proceeding to Louisberg ray position 

045® 41’ N. 057® 55' W . , require assistance. Ends.
GALT (? has been) ?sent by SARNIA to assist, my position at 
0400Z ?040° (group missing) N. 057° 41’ W.

(SARNIA, 290309Z to C. in C. C.N.A. , (R) N.S.H.Q. , F.O.N.F. 
N.O.I.C. Sydney G.B.)
Proceeding to assist MAHONE. My P.G.S. 0500Z/29th 046°02’ N. 057° 45t  W. , 240°, 15.
(GALT, 290525Z.)
In touch with MAIDNE and FORT TOWNSHEND.
(GALT, 290812Z.)

U/B
Estimates. 1200z/29th. 1 estimated moving south-west

within 150 miles CL VQ.
(N. S.H.Q. Ottawa, 291525Z; Corainch, 291547a .)

Greek ship 
overdue. MIKATERINI T (Greek) due St. John N.B. 24th Jan. 

in H.F.97 has not arrived. Air search on 26th 
and 28th Jan. produced negative results. 
(N.S.H.Q. , 291540Z to Admty. , etc.)

LA GRANDIERE 
(French 
Sloop).

Request ship be sailed when ready to Navy Yard 
Norfolk for installation additional 40 and 20 
m.m. guns prior proceeding onward to Noumea. 
Propose she be made available for escort duty 
en route. U.S. Liaison Group is on board. 
(Cominch, 291630Z to Admty.)

Convoy 1. Provided Com. 10th Fleet is agreeable there
cycles. is no Admiralty objection to advancing sailing

dates as proposed in your 241730Z but at least 
14 days notice is required by M. of W.T.

„ , _ 2. It is appreciated that recent bad weather hasreduced lay over at Newfoundland but it is considered that 
any alteration in sailing dates to assist escorts could best 
be arranged direct between C. in C. W.A. and C. in c. G.N.A in accordance with para. 1.
(D.T.D. , 291946A to N.S.H.Q. )

SS. EMPIRE MANOR.

?3C

H.X.27o EMPIRE MANOR after collision with EDWARD KAVANAGH (U.S.) and finally catching on 
fire br°ke in two approx, position 44.05 N.
52.25 W. after part sinking. Escort has been 
instructed to sink fore part which was

survivors8wi!i follSvv?UaltieS further siSnal on landing of 
(N.C.S.O. St. Johns N.F., 291947Z.)

/MONTREAL ...
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MONTREAL, 
STORMONT, OUTREMONT.

FOREIGN STATIONS. 1
'̂America and West Indies - Contd. 1

MONTREAL delayed by working up and STORMONT by defects expect to sail MONTREAL and OUTREMONT about 10th Feb. to St. Johns N.F. for H.F D.F. 
calibration thence to U.K. as additional escorts 
G.5 or C.3 to be detached by you as desired 
to join E.G.6. CAPE BRETON may be substituted

for either MONTREAL or OUTREMONT. N.S.H.Q. 092235, paras, (b ) and (G) refer.
(C. in C. C.N.A., 291954Z, 301418Z to C. in C. W.A.)

\
EMPIRE MANOR. My 281457* EMPIRE MANOR now sunk. 

(N.S.H.Q. , 292044Z. )* * H.X.276'EDWARD KAVANAGH (U.S.) and EMPIRE MNOR in collision. A

U/B report.(? 0.N.220) SS. CHARLES FOLGER reported on rejoining convoy having believed sighted submarine periscope at 1145z/28th in d.r. position 047° 50* N. 045° 27’ 
W. Weather report 0000 6882 1072 4551.
(THE SOO (? SAULT STE MARIE intended), 292005Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)

0.N.220. Following 9 ships (names) missing at 2000Z. Weather report 0000 6882 1072 4551.
(W.9, 292030Z.)

ConvoyC.U.13. Delay sailing until 1st February. 
(C ominc h, 292050Z.)

U/B reports. Para. C. Army Transport plane sighted craft with low silhouette distant 15 miles 07.10 S. 22.35 W. 281818Z. Plane passed over area without further contact.
Para. D. SS. SKULL BAR sighted sub. 29 N. 69 W. 2900 51Z.
(C^minch, 292115Z.)

T.G. 21.12 
(U.S. Escort carrier 
GUADALCANAL and 3 U.S. destroyers)

C.R. No.1440. 292116. Modify my 202229 so as to 
operate against reported submarines that may 
endanger U.G.S. - G.U.S. convoys. Your immediate 
task is to sink southbound sub. reported position 40 N. 19 W.
Ref. 202229. Cease operations, your area in time 
arrive Casablanca about 26th Jan. and depart there ft?om about 29th Jan. in time support G.U.S.28.
(C. in C. Lant, 292116 to C.T.G. 21.12, Info. C. in C. Med., Cornnavnaw, Comnaveu, Admty. , etc.)
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29.1.1944.
Saturday.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

For 24 hours to 0900z/29th.
Para. A. 1. American ship WALTER CAMP torpedoed 
at 2332/25th in 10° 00’ N. 71° 49’ E.
2. Aircraft E/103 attacked U-Boat with depth 
charges at 1147/28th in 53° 15’ N. 15° 52* W.
3. Aircraft d/461 attacked U-Boat at 1200/28th 
in 52° 41' N. 14° 27' W.

4. Aircraft G/304 attacked U-Boat with depth charges at 2238/28 
in 47° 00* N. 05° 38’ W.
5. Aircraft R/172 attacked U-Boat with depth charges at 0200/29 in 47° 01' N. 05° 26* W.
6. Aircraft S/502 attacked U-Boat with bombs at 0318/29 in 
46° 51* N. 05° 08* W.

(D.D.I.C. 291055A. )

U/B (D.D.I.C., 291447A, 291451a .)Estimates.

War Diary.

S/M attack 
and sighting 
summary.
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Operation
"F.W.".
h a r d y
sunk.
Two U/boats 
sunk.

F .S.D.1.
r,

Anzio
area.
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SITUATION REPORT.

30.1.19U4.Sunday.___

Home Commands.
1(a). Capt. D.3 in MILNE (S.O. Destroyer Escort) 
reported at 0911A to-day that five or six 
U/boats and three A/C were near Convoy J.W.56B 
during last night and that three or four U/boats 
were then still in touch. At 0k30 HARDY was 
torpedoed and sunx about 60 miles South of Bear 
Island Capt.(D) 26 being rescued from her by 
VENUS. No attack developed on the convoy itself.
(b) Capt.(D) 26 later reported the following 
attacks on U/boats by destroyers escorting J.W. 
36B up to 1000/30:-
HARDY 1 possibly sunk (see 28th Jan.) 1 possibly 
torpedoed.
VENUS 1 possibly sunk, 1 probably damaged.
STORD 1 sunk (the U/boat which sank Ha RDY). 
INCONSTANT,- OFFA 1 sunk.
SAVAGE, VIGILANT 1 probably damaged.
(c) C. in C.H.F. has today requested S.B.N.O. 
North Russia to sail convoy R.A .56 as one Convoy 
escorted by both R.A. Escort Groups as soon as 
possible after the arrival of Capt.(D) 3 in North 
Russia, and C.S.i in KENT, with BERWICK and 
BERMUDA, will cover this combined R.A .56 Convoy 
between 028 degs. and 005 degs. E. keeping his 
own Force to the westward of 015 degs. East.

South Atlantic.
2. The first Freetown to Dakar Convoy F.S.D.1. 
sailed today, consisting of 2+ Fleet tenders and 
3 A.lj.C's.

Mediterranean.
3(a) C. in C. Med. reported this evening that the 
weather was excellent and unloading continues 
satisfactorily.
(b) PENELOPE and INGLEFIELD continued, inter
mittent bombardment of the Formia area.

/German..
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German 
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Hospital 
Ships.

French
Navy.

Air attack 
on Hans a 
Bay.
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30.1.19V+.
Sunday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean
4. With reference to the attacks on the 
Hospital ships LEINSTER, ST. ANDREW and ST. 
DAVID on 24 th inst. G. in C. Med. reports that 
interrogation of a German Air Force Officer 
prisoner recently shot down has established 
beyond reasonable doubt that German air crews 
are ordered not to attack Hospital ships. The 
inference is that either identifying was 
difficult or an exceptional type of pilot was 
guilty. +

5« UNTIRING, on patrol off Toulon attacked a 
westbound 7»000 ton and a 3»500 ton merchant 
ship today in 43.08 N. 06.43 E. and estimates 2 
hits.

+ On 4th Feb. C. in C. Med. reported that 
throughout the attacks on the above Hospital 
carriers the latter were burning full lights in 
accordance with Geneva Convention. The attacks 
lasted for over an hour and the enemy used 
flares.

America and West Indies.
6. CARRABULLE (N.T. in Lloyds), reported at 
0355R that she was attacked by submarine in 28.26 
N. 79.23 W. and was sinking.

7. The Chief of the French Naval Mission in 
Washington has asked for an aircraft carrier of 
23»000 to 26,000 tons, light cruisers or flotilla 
leaders, destroyers, submarine and other 
additional naval vessels for the French Navy under 
the 1944 programme. C. in C. Med. reports that 
the French Navy is showing gratifying signs of a 
renaissance and deserves encouragement in 
consequence. However, no ships are available at 
present, owing to the general military situation.

Australia and New Zealand.
8. A squadron of South-West Pacific Mitchells 
attacked shipping at Hansa Bay, New Guinea this 
morning and sank two small freighters and two 
barges. The escorting Lightnings destroyed a 
lugger and two loaded barges in Biliau Bay, 15

/ miles....
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Australia and New Zealand.
Air miles
attack on 
Hansa Bay.
(Contd.).

south-east Hansa Bay.

Air 9. 16 Dauntless and 80 Avengers of the South
attack on Pacific force escorted hy 50 fighters were des-
Rabaul. patched late this afternoon to attack an aircraft

carrier erroneously reported at Rabaul. They 
attacked other shipping, sinking a freighter and 
leaving a destroyer and 2 cargo vessels on fire. 
At least 21 out of 30 enemy fighters which 
intercepted them were shot down. Two Corsairs 
and one Avenger were lost.
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ko; :z  COMMANDS.

P o l i c y .

I t  h a s  been d e c i d e d  t h a t  DEVONSHIRE i s  t o  
c o m m is s io n  u s i n g  as  f a r  as  p o s s i b l e  O f f i c e r s  and 
men fro m  NORFOLK.
( 2 )  On c o m p l e t i o n  DEVONSHIRE w i l l  j o i n  Home F l e e t .  
( 1 s t  S . L .  300105A t o  0 .  in  0 .  H . F . )

UNSWERVING l e a v i n g  S c i l l y  I s l e s  a t  l l 0 0 A /2 n d  F e b .  
by  r o u t e  Red e x t e n d e d  t o  0 1 2  d e g s .  5 4 '  W. th en  by 
r o u t e  G reen  t o  0 4 3  d e g s .  N. E .T .A .  in  0 43  d e g s .  
N. l 0 0 0 A / 7 t h  F e b .  th e n c e  a s  o r d e r e d  b y  F .O .G .M .A .  
(O a p t .  ( S )  3 ,  300951A t o  F .O .G .M .A . )

S a i l e d  GAMBIA 1 0 2 3 A /3 0 t h  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  my 
2 8 1 6 5 1 .
( 3 )  E .T .A .  1 6 0 0 A /2 n d .
(C .  in  C. P ly m o u th ,  301116A t o  F .O .G .M .A . )

R e q u e s t  e x t e n s i o n  Brown 4 u n t i l  2 3 0 0 A /3 1 s t .  
E .T .A .  0 4 3  d e g s .  N. a t  2 2 0 0 A /3 1 s t .  M ak ing  g o o d  
155 m i l e s  p e r  d ay .
(TANTALUS, 301915 a  t o  F . O . S . )

O p e r a t i o n s .

Am o v e r  enemy S/M in  46  d e g s .  2 4 '  N. 5 d e g s .  53* W. 
a t  0 2 0 0 .
(A /C  P . G . V . 1 9 ,  300 204  t o  19 G rou p )
Am o v e r  enemy S/M in  47  d e g s .  2 0 ’ N. 6 d e g s .  2 0 '  W. 
(A /C  P . G . V . 2 2 ,  300213  t o  19 G rou p)

Am o v e r  enemy S/M in  47 d e g s .  33 ' N. 6 d e g s .  2 4 ’ W. S/M was on 
s u r f a c e  and when f i r s t  s i g h t e d  was on c o u r s e  270 d e g s .  e s t im a t e d  
s p e e d  15 k n o t s .
(A /C  P . G . V . 2 2 ,  300215  t o  19 G rou p)

Have a t t a c k e d  U -B o a t  w i t h  bom bs. U -B o a t  was on s u r f a c e .  
U -B o a t  on s u r f a c e  p o s i t i o n  47 d e g s .  3 3 '  N. 0 6  d e g s .  3 0 ’ W. 
a p p a r e n t l y  d i s a b l e d .  R e t u r n i n g  t o  b a s e ,  f u e l .

(A /C  P . G . V . 2 2 ,  300250A t o  19 G rou p)
Am o v e r  enemy S/M i n  4 6  d e g s .  4 3 ’ N. 6 d e g s .  24* W.

S/M was s i g h t e d  on s u r f a c e  and o b s e r v e d  t o  subm erge and when 
f i r s t  s i g h t e d  was on c o u r s e  270 d e g s .  e s t i m a t e d  s p e e d  12 k n o t s ,  
a t t a c k  a b a n d o n e d .

(A /C  P .G .V .  1 9 ,  300330  t o  19 G roup)
U .S .S .  CROATAN e s c o r t e d  by 4 U .S .  d e s t r o y e r s  o p e r a t i n g  in  

v i c i n i t y  o f  0 4 4  d e g s .  0 1 ’ N. 0 3 0  d e g s .  0 1 '  W.
(C .  in  C. W.A. 301259 a  t o  C om inch )
D i s p o s i t i o n  a t  3 0 2 0 0 0 .
( 1 )  TANTALUS 045  d e g s .  3 7 ' ,  0 1 3  d e g s .  2 0 ' ,  18 d e g s ,  d a i l y  

a d v a n c e  165 m i l e s .  .
( 2 )  ENTERPRISE 0 4 9  d e g s .  3 5 '  O i l  d e g s .  3 0 '  0 8 6  d e g s .  18 k n o t s .
( 3 )  GAMBIA 0 4 9  d e g s .  2 5 ' , 0 0 8  d e g s .  4 3 ’ t h r o u g h  0 4 9  d e g s .  1 7 ’
0 10  d e g s .  °3*  and 0 49  d e g s .  1 0 ’ 0 1 3  d e g s .  5 5 ' ,  244  d e g s .  22 k n o t s
( 4 )  U .S .  S e a p la n e  t e n d e r  HUMBOLDT 048  d e g s .  01* 015  d e g s .  5 9 '  180 
d e g s .  16 k n o t s .

(G . in  C. P ly m o u th ,  301540A t o  A d m ty . )

War D i a r y .

DEVONSHIRE

UNSWERVING.

GAMBIA.

TANTALUS

B i s c a y  A /S  
O p e r a t i o n s .

G.T •G • 21.12 /.•.
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Operations.
Biscay A/S
Operations.
(Contd.)

G.T.G. 21.12 has been told to operate against 
South bound submarine reported position 29th Jan. 
40 degs. N. 19 degs. W. and any S/M that may 
endanger U.G.S./G.U.S. convoys.

Operation My 272358 para. 4 Anticipate ship will dock at 
Rosta on 4th February.F.W.

HARDY
Sunk.

Estimated date of completion 9th February. 
Consider that if OBDURATE does not return to 

U.K. with an R.A. convoy she should do so in 
company with another destroyer.

Two U/Bs 
damaged.

(4) I would appreciate an early direction for 
R.A.56 in particular whether it will now sail as 
one convoy. By 3rd Feb. final ship will be ready 
to sail. Speed 8 |r knots.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 300808A to 0. in C. H.F.)

5 or 6 U-Boats and 3 a /C in vicinity of convoy during the night.
3 or 4 U-Boats still in touch.
HARDY torpedoed and sunk at 0430. Capt. (D) 26 on board VENUS. 
U-Boat blown to surface by STORD but may not have been sunk.
One U-Boat probably sunk by STEVENSTONE and INCONSTANT.
No attack developed on convoy.
P.C.3. at 0800A, 073 degs. 43* N. 020 degs. 42* E. 090 degs. 9. 
V/eather 9190 8509.
(Capt. D.3, 300911A to H.F.)

Convoy will alter course after dark today to pass through 
new position Y which is 222 degs. 38 miles from K.
Thence through position MU.

(C. of W. 301018Z to B.A.M.S.)
(1) Request you sail R.A. 56 as one convoy as early as 

practicable after arrival of Capt. (D) 3rd D.F. who should be 
consulted as to date and maximum number of ships which can be 
included.
(2) Both R.A. escort groups should accompany convoy.

(C. in C. H.F. 301055a to S.B.N.O. NorthRussia)
Report how many ships in R.A. 56 would have to be omitted 

to maintain speed (A) 9£ (B) 9 knots.
(C. in C. H.F. 301157A to S.B.N.O. NorthRussia)
Your 301157. 39 ships are capable of convoy speed of 9£

knots.
(2) One further ship is expected to maintain this speed if 
propeller repairs are satisfactory.
(3) (corrupt group) crane ship EMPIRE BARD has speed of 85 knots. 
M. of W.T. has made repeated requests for the return of this 
ship stressing the importance of further duties required of her. 
My 121212 refers.

(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 301756A to C. in C. H.F.)
Force 1 is to proceed so as to cover convoy R.A.56 during it 

passage between meridian 028 degs. E. and 005 degs. E. keeping 
to westward of 015 degs. E.
(E) On completion KENT and BERWICK proceed Scapa, BERMUDA proceed 
Hvalfiord.

(C. in C. H.F. 301919A to C.S.l)

S/M /...
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Operations - Contd.
S/M. SPIRIT is to leave patrol for Lerwick at 0600A/lst
Patrols. by route "Pink" proceeding dived by day when N.

of 062°.
(Capt. 3.9. 300929A to S/LIs. )
Reguest you will sail 8/Ms. from Lerwick as 

follows:- (1) TRUSTY at 0900A/lst through 090° Muckle Flugga 
5 miles and route '’Grey" to 064° 52’ thence dived to patrol line 
HH proceed diving by day when N. of 062°. (2) (TRADE WIND) at
1000A/13t through 090° Muckle Flugga 10 and route"Orange" to 
070® 38’ thence direct to patrol position T.7 and T.8 (F.O.(S) 
271839 refers). Proceeding on the surface at C.O's discretion 
until within 50 miles of Norwegian coast. (3) TAKU at 0900A/2nd 
through 090° Muckle Flugga 20 thence through (X) 061° 13' 001°
50' (Y) 060° 42' 003° 20r (Z) 059° 08' 004* 00' to patrol in 
accordance with S.M. 0438/657 dated 21st January.

(Capt. 3.9. 301135A to S.O. S/M. Lerwick.)
positions of 3/Ms. at 080C/3l3t and Movements for the following 24 hours. (A) SPIRIT leaves patrol vicinity 63® 28'

N. 01* 10' E. 0600/lst through 61° 59’ N. 00° 38’ W. dived by 
day when N. of 62° N. (B) SCEPTRE off Kya. (C) SATYR off 
Stadlandet*

(F.0.3. 301824A to Admty.)
SATYR is not to proceed S. of line joining Western point of 

Sando Island and Kvitenoes Point owing to possibility of enemy 
mining.

(F.O.S. 301911A to S/Ms.)

Intend to carry out operation "Bellpush C" tonigh 
(Cdre. Force "J" 300959A to C. in C.Portsmouth.}

Yesterday, in anticipation of the possible move
ment Westward of a 360 foot Sperrbrechei^rlocated 
in Dunkirk, M.T.B-S. were disposed as follows:- 
M.T.Bs., 236, 240 and 203 supported by M.T.BS. 417 
at "V" Buoy to attack off Gravelines in conjunct
ion with Albacore A/C which were, however, 
prevented from co-operating by unfavourable 
weather. M.T.B's 361, 207, 205 and 211 supported 
by M.T.B's 708 and 721 at number seven Buoy to 
attack off Wissant under cover of fire from 
coastal batteries. 2. At 1940 shore-based 
Radar detected one large and at least six small 
vessels five miles W« of Dunkirk proceeding 
V/estward at 8 - 10 knots. Plots were signalled 
in the normal manner and at approx. 2051 M.T.B's 
236, 240 and 203 sighted the enemy. At approx. 
2055 each M.T.B. fired two torpedoes, 236 and 240 

from 1500 yards, and 203 from 800 yards. No hits were observed 
although 203 reports hearing an explosion. All boats then came 
under heavy fire, but only M.T.B's 203 and 240 sustained slight 
superficial damage, and there were no casualties. 3. M.T.Bt s
417 and 418 sighted the enemy at 2120 and having illuminated A.M. class minesweeper with star shell heavily engaged her with
gun fire. She was seen to be on fire, an explosion was seen on 
board, and the vessel observed stopped. Hits were al30 observed 
on two E/R boats. M.T.B's withdrew under heavy fire and M.T.B
418 sustained considerable hull damage, but neither boat 
incurred any casualties. 4. Our coastal batteries engaged at 
2154 when the enemy were just West of Calais and fired 34 rounds

Operation 
"Bellpush C".

Engagement
off
Gravelines.
One M class
M/S damaged.
M.T.B.418
damaged.
Coastal
batteries
engaged.
South
Foreland
Lighthouse
damaged.

/of..♦
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Engagem ento f fG r a v e l in e s .One M c l a s sM/S dam aged.M .T .B .418dam aged.C o a s ta l
b a t t e r i e sen g aged .
S ou thF o re la n dL ig h th o u sedam aged.( O o n td .)

HOME COMMANDS.

O p e ra t io n s .
o f  f i f t e e n  in c h  and s e v e n ty  e ig h t  ro u n d s  on n in e  p o in t  two in c h , b u t  make no c la im s .5 . M .T .B s.207  and 211 l o s t  c o n ta c t  w ith  361 and 205 a t  2120 and f a i l e d  to  i n t e r c e p t .  M .T.B6. 361 f a i l e d  to  s i g h t  th e  m ain t a r g e t  and f i r e d  b o th  to rp e d o e s  from  2 ,0 0 0  y a rd s  u s in g  d i r e c t o r  a n g le  and f i r i n g  c o u rs e  o b ta in e d  by own s h i p ’ s R ad a r. M .T.B. 205 c lo s e d  to  a b o u t 1 ,5 0 0  y a rd s  and f i r e d  two to rp e d o e s  by v i s u a l .  No h i t s  c la im e d . I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  th e s e  M .T .B s. w ere n o t  d e te c te d  by th e  enemy, and th e y  w ithd rew  w ith o u t  b e in g  en g aged . 6 . Enemy b a t t e r i e s  in  th e  S a n g a t te  and Cap G r iz  Nez a r e a s  r e p l i e d  w ith  a b o u t 30 ro u n d s , m ost o f  w h ich  f e l l  to  th e  F a s t  o f  D over, some in  th e  S o u th  F o re la n d  a r e a .  Damage was cau sed  to  th e  S o u th  F o re la n d  L ig h th o u s e , and a l s o  t o  R .A . F . S w in g a te , w here th e r e  w ere a b o u t eleven  c a s u a l t i e s  to  W .A.A.F. p e r s o n n e l ,  two o f  them  f a t a l .  T herewas a l s o  some damage to  M i l i t a r y  p re m is e s , i n c lu d in g  a R ad ar S t a t i o n ,  in  th e  S o u th  F o re la n d  a r e a ,  b u t  no M i l i t a r y  c a s u a l t i e s .7 . Enemy in c r e a s e d  sp eed  to  tw e lv e  to  t h i r t e e n  k n o ts  a f t e r  p a s s in g  Gap B lan c  N ez. Two o u t o f  t h r e e  A lb a c o re s  o f 415 S quadron  flow n o f f  to  i n t e r c e p t  o f f  B e rc k -S u r  Mer a t t a c k e d  w ith  bombs c la im  n e a r  m is s e s  on one o r  more o f  th e  e s c o r t s .8 . My 301108A r e f e r s .( V.A. D over 301104A to  A dm ty .)

M/Va t ta c k e d
by  STUBBORN on 2 6 th  J a n u a ry .

STUBBORN r e p o r t s .  2 6 th  J a n .  1055 P .C . and S . 065° 
3 7 ’ N. 010° 5 0 ’ E. 250° and 235° 7^ k n o ts ,  2500 to n s  s h ip  w ith  one t r a w l e r .  A tta c k e d  w ith  4 to r p e d o e s .  2 h i t s  c la im e d . R e s u l t  n o t o b se rv e d . No c o u n te r  a t t a c k .
(S .O . S/M. L e rw ick  301111A to  F .O .S .)

C o a s ta lF o rc eP a t r o l s .
(C . i n  C. P lym ou th  3 0 1 3 0 3 ) .(C . in  C. P o rtsm o u th  301446). (V .A . D over 301542A .)

’’H a rd ta c k23” . C a rry  o u t ’’H a rd ta c k  23” t o n i g h t .
(V .A . D over 301311A to  M .T .B .25 , Commando 1 0 .)

M/Va t ta c k e dby
SEA NYMPH on 2 5 th  J a n u a ry .

SEA NYMPH r e p o r t ; -  1. Owing to  bad w e a th e r  and low v i s i b i l i t y  u n a b le  to  e n t e r  le a d s  u n t i l  2 4 th  J a n u a ry .  2 . 2 5 th  J a n u a ry  1115, P .C .S . o f  1000- 1500 to n  p a s s e n g e r  s h ip  and 1 t r a w l e r  066° 4 3 ’ N. 013° 0 8 ’ E . 204° 8 k n o ts .  A tta c k e d  w ith  4 to r p e d o e s  ra n g e  2 ,0 0 0  y a r d s .  M issed . T orpedo n o t  h e a rd  to  e x p lo d e . No c o u n te r  a t t a c k .
(S .O . S/M. L erw ick  301627A to  F .O .S .)

S .C .O p e ra t io n . My 282300. P o s i t i o n  a t  1900A to d a y . S .C . HITRA r e t u r n i n g ,  060° 2 6 ’ N. 000° 2 8 ’ c o u rs e  228° speed  
16 k n o ts .  2 . O p e ra tio n  n o t co m p le ted .
(A .C .O .S . 302031 to  A dm ty .)
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Trawler
attacked.

VANSITTART.

Allied Air Activity.
Have attacked trawler with two depth-charges each 
0435 mins.
(A/C. MXP.12 300507A to 19 Group.)

Casualties & Defects.
Clyde arrival VANSITTART.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 300856A to Cdre. WESTERN ISLES) 
C. in C.W.A. 281325A. Report of damage as far as 
can be seen. Details. Vessel requires docking 
and no firm is prepared to undertake at Greenock. 

It is considered ship is not fit to proceed away from the Clyde 
area.
(E.R.O. (C) Greenock 301658A to P.O.I.C. Glasgow.)

ALONSO,
IRANIAN.

ALONSO H.887 overdue since Jan. 29th but had 
provisions until Jan. 25th. Last seen Jan.13th in| 
approx. 5 miles E.N.E. of 62P Buoy. S/T IRANIAN 
overdue since Jan.20th, fishing same area. A/C. 
searches of mine barrier 27th Jan. failed to trace| 
vessels.
(P.0. Humber 301140 to Admty.)

STRATHELLA. Your 30103A. STRATHELLA sailed from Oban 2nd Jan. 
to Loch Ewe for onward routeing to Iceland. Crew 
list cannot be supplied, but following movements 
of ratings took place whilst vessel was at Oban. 
Names.
(N.O.I.C. Oban 301439A to EUROPA.)

PRINCESS
ASTRID.
Sabotage.

PRINCESS ASTRID has reported damage to star-board 
HP turbine pinion and wheel caused by bolts and 
a short length of stud iron being placed in the 
quadrant geared rack. Considered that this is 
definitely sabotage.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 301726A to D.N.I.)

L.C.A. 845 During exercise’VMieasant" on Sat. 29th Jan. LCA
lost. No. 845 became waterlogged through stress of weather^

Her Personnel were taken on boardM.M.S. 74 and she 
was taken in ttfw but eventually sank in 56° 5’ 27" 
N. 2° 53* 12" W. Request Salvage be attempted 
if considered possible in her depth of water, at 

this position approx. 25 fathoms.
(G.S.l 301812 to C. in C. Rosyth.)

T.I.D.42. Tug EMPIRE CHARLES arrived off Gt.Yarmouth Haven
at 1452 to-day and reported T.I.D.42 ashore 4 milet| 
from Haven entrance. Chief Salvage Officer in tug 
GEORGE JEWSON located casualty ashore E. side of 
South Scroby Sands and reports T.I.D.42 well 

aground. Attempt will be made at daylight tomorrow to lay out 
wires for refloating. As far as can be ascertained T.I.D.42 was 
cast adrift from tug EMPIRE CHARLES at approx. 1200 in vicinity
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HOME COMMANDS.

30.1.1944.
Sunday.

Casualties & Defects.
of* Corton Sands T.I.D.43 going aground at approx. 
2 hours "before high water.
(F.O.I.C. Gt.Yarmouth 301841A and 311645A to 
C. in 0. Nore.)

Shipping & Convoys.
Sailed PRINCE RUPERT to overtake 0.N.S.28. 
(Cdre. D.W.A. 301639A to Admty.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
Nr.l. Investigate depth charge attack by 
surface vessel position 35° 36’ N. 06° 09' W. 
(A/C C/S LRCX, 301105A to Air H.Q. Gib.)
Nr.l. Have A.S.V. contact position 35.40 N. 
05.53 W. probably U-Boat. Have attacked U/B 
with bombs. Result uncertain.
(A/C C/S F4GL, 301145A.)

Route to Gibraltar. Asking for submerged 
bombing restrictions.
(F.O.G.M.A., 301127A cancelled and superseded by 
302331A.)

Proceed diving by day 165 miles comprising 24 hours through 
(P) 040° N. 013° W. at 0010/2nd Feb. (q ) 039° 40’ N. 009° 50’
W. at 2330A/2nd thence to anti U—Boat patrol between latitude 
039° 30' and 039® 40' N. and between meridian 009® 50' W. and 
Portuguese coast.
2. Information of submerged bombing restrictions arranged.

(F.O.G.M.A., 301129a  as amended by 302333A to TANTALUS.) 
Following was transmitted under T.0.0. 301129 to TANTALUS 

and is passed to you for information. Begins, (as message). Ends.
(F.O.G.M.A., 301135a to Admty. , F.O.(S), G. in C. Plymouth, 
C. in C. W.A., S.10, S.3, C.M.S.F., C. in C. Med., Cominch, H.Q.C.C.)
Informing addressees of amendment 302333A.
(F.O.G.M.A., 302357A to Admty., F.O.(S), C. in C. Plymouth,
G. in C. W.A., S.10, S.3, C.M.S.F., G. in C. Med., Cominch,
H. Q.C.C.)

War Diary.

U/B
attacked.

TANTALUS.

GAMBIA. Onward route 
2. P.Vs. are 
007® W. 
(F.O.G.M.A. ,

to Gibraltar.
to be streamed before crossing 
301201A to GAMBIA.)

S.L.147/
M.K.S.38. Arrangements for R/v &c. 

(F.O.G.M.A., 301531A. )

? attack 
on U/B 
by French 
Wellington 
K.344.

South Atlantic.
My 292343. "From aircraft's report U-Boat was 
sighted 5 miles N.W. of convoy on surface speed 
10/12 knots on course of 180® and crash dived on 
being sighted, turning to 360“ and leaving an oil 
streak. Wellington aircraft circled twice then 
dropped four 250 pound depth charges frcjm fifty

/feet ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

? attack 
on U/B by French Wellington K.344. 
(Contd. )

South Atlantic.
feet all of which fell in track of U-Boat. Pool 
of oil and much black debris seen floating in 
area” .
MALCOLM's report says "Consider aircraft dropped charges on wake caused by 180° turn made by me”. Consider report reliable.
(F.O.C.W.Af., 300903Z.)

CENTAURE (French S/m ) Arrangements for sailing from Dakar 1800/5th Feb. to Bermuda.
(Coraar Dakar, 301141Z. See amendment 311115Z.)

Convoy
F.S.D.l.

2. 1800/30th. 3. Knots 8. 4. Fleet tenders 3, 
16, 19, 21. A.P.C.67, 73, 75 for Dakar. 
(N.C.S.O. Freetown, 301543Z.)

U/Breports.
By D/F on 10525 k/cs at 1617Z/30. Position of 
German U-Boat was approx. 23° S. 63u E.
(D.D.I.C., 301831A.)
Following received from B.R.L.O. Santos. "Master
PORT ASSINIBOINE reports as follows: Sightedsubmarine position 023° 41* s. 042° 37’ w. at 1010 G.M.T./31st. Periscope and part of conning tower seen by Chief Officer and 3 gunners in close proximity to 2 masted fishing boat.Submarine submerged on approach of ship”. U.S. Authority here informed.

(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro, 302026Z.)

«



MOST SECRET

489
War D iary .

30.1.1944. 
Sunday.__

FOREIGN STATIONS

M editerranean.

U/B.
rep o rts re c e iv e d  on 4444 at 0737 estim ated  w ith in  100 

m iles h earing  350°. Ends. My o o s it io n  
33.01 N. 20.10 E.
(AMETHYST 300740B.)

PARRETT r e p o r ts :-  H/F D/F B barred s ign

One submarine submerged in  39.59 N. 13.35 E. based on 
estim ate .

(GLOIRE, 300815Z.)

(H.Q.M.E. 500907Z.)

Your 291852 to  ALDENHAM. KANARIS, BELVOIR, 
ALMANZORA in  037° 07 ' N. 004° 47' E. 0930A/30th. 
Course 270 S. o f  A. 14̂ - la iots . Request 
codeword and c a l l  s ign .
(KANARIS 300930A to  C. in  C. Med.)

consequence.
3. I t  appears th at the B r it is h  manning s itu a t io n  is  by no 
means healthy and i t  i s  p o ss ib le  th e re fo re  th a t the gran tin g  o f  
some o f the French requests would r e l ie v e  our d i f f i c u l t i e s  in  
th is  resp ec t.
4. A ction  in  accordance w ith  para. 5 o f my 281602 not to 
Cominch would have the e f f e c t  o f  reducing the number o f seagoing 
ships and i t  would at le a s t  be d e s ira b le  to  p rov ide s u f f ic ie n t  
v e s s e ls  to  keep the personnel o f  the paid o f f  ships employed
at sea.

(C. in C. Med. 501008A to  B .A .D .)

PIPINOS. Detach from K.M.S.39 in  035° 10’ 016° 39' at dawn

32 o f f ic e r s  in c lu d in g  C .O ., one Army O f f ic e r ,  496 ra tin gs  
su rv ivo rs  a rr iv ed  Naples in  DIDO and DELHI.
2. A .T .R . one sunkAin  a ir  a ttack  on 29th. SS. SAM 
HUNTINGTON se t on f i f e .

A ir
H.Q.
E. Med

A ir  H.Q. Eastern M editerranean form ing at 
A lexandria  on 1st Feb. 1944 and w ith  e f f e c t  
same date 201 Group and A ir  Defences Eastern Med 
cease to  e x is t .

French
request
fo r
sh ips.

The s itu a t io n  w ith  regard to  the ships already 
handed over or in tended t o  be handed over to  the 
French is  not s u f f ic ie n t ly  c le a r  fo r  me to g iv e  
a considered op in ion . Your 272247.
2. I  d e s ire  to  po in t out, however, that th e  
French Navy is  showing g r a t i fy in g  signs o f  a 
renaissance and deserves encouragement in

LSidered op in ion . Your 272247.
I  d es ire  to  po in t out, however, that th e

3rd and proceed independently on surface at 
9 knots mean course 99° Capt. S . l .  is  reque 
to  arrange onward rou te. DART pass to  PIP: 
(S.O.S/Ms. Malta, 301030A to  PIPINOS)

Capt. S . l .  is  reauested 
DART pass to  PIPINOS

Operation
"S h in g le ”

Expected percentage bombardment ammunition
M _ J AA / n  n t-xt-vt rn r r? • " xtit/i t  m-vr n r  rv *remaining 0700/31 PENELOPE 3Qib INGLEFIELD N i l .  
(PENELOPE, 301645A to C. in  C. Med. in  N aD les.) 
1. My 292258. SPARTAN was h it  in  41° 26’ N. 
12° 41’ E. about 1300A/29th and sank about 1900A
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Mediterranean.
3. Y/eather excellent. Unloading continues 
satisfactorily.
4. Intermittent bombardment of Formia area 
continued by PENELOPE and INGLEFIELD.
(C. in C. Med. at Naples 301754A.)
The signal "SPARTAN sunk" was made in S.P.

02193(43) (Fleet code) and passed on M.A. broadcast from Malta. 
It is possible, therefore, that the enemy is in possession of 
this information.
(C. in G. Med. at Naples, 301952A.)

Yesterday enemy air losses 1 certain, 1 probable, 1 damaged 
(C. in G. Med., at Naples, 501755A to C.T.F.81.)

Operation 
"Shingle". 
(Contd.)

Cominch's 291630 request you will take necessary 
action.
(D.O.D.(F) 301708A to G. in G. Med.)

Sailed at 1645/30th through Scarpanto Straits to oatrol in North Aegean between latitude 
037® 36' and 038° 59’.
(Capt. (S) 1, 301736B to F.O.L.E.M.)

If you are forced to return to Maddalena 
unexpectedly keen West of line passing 042° 36' 
006°" 46’ 042® 06“’ 007® 48’, 041° 30’ 008° 15' 
thence by QBB.312. Several reports of enemy 

S/Ms to east of this line.
(Capt. (8) 10, 301753A to UNTIRING.)

1st Following received from F.0.(3) Begins
S/M F. In view of the material and administrative

matters involved, it is requested that C. in G, 
Med. may be asked whether it is intended to 
base the 1st S.M.F. permanently at Malta and 

what will be the status of the present base at Beirut.
281551A.2. Request your remarks.
(Admty., 301832A to G. in C. Med.)

Hospital Special interrogation of (incomplete group)
ships. of a H.E. 177 recently shot down hasestablished beyond reasonable doubt that German 

air crews are ordered not to attack ships. The 
officer in question resents implication that 

any such attacks have been deliberate Ref. A.M. 290157. *
2. Inference is either identifying was difficult or 
exceotional type of pilot was guilty.
(G. in C. Med. 501844A to C. in C. Med. at Naples.)*Repetition 
being obtained.

LA
GRANDIERE.

SPORTSMAN.

UNTIRING.

Greek Not considered worth salvage. My 191507*L.S.T.37. refers. All moveable fittings being salved as
weather Dermits.
(C. in C. Med. 302002.) * 191507/1. Greek L.S.T
37 is badly holed and salvage imnracticable at 
present.
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Bi-weekly 
U-boat 
disposition 
No.22.

East Indies.
Area B. American aircraft report possible S/M. 
sighting in 022 degs. North 061 degs. 05' E. at 
09^7Z/29 graded B.3- Scale air escort remain X. 
Other area no fresh information. No change of 
scale air escort.
(C. in C.E.F., 300359Z).

U/boat
reports.

U-boat reported by A/C in 17*31 N. 55*35 E. 
at 07̂ +0 course 090 degs. speed 10 knots.
(A/C C/S S7W, 300735Z).
U-boat reported by aircraft in 18 degs. .̂8' N. 
5 8 degs. 02' E. at 1030Z/30 course 180 degs. 
(A/C, C/S J93, 301218Z).

K.15 Intend to sail K.15 p.m. 1st Feb. to comply with 
C.T.F. 71 271537 December not to all addressees. 
(N.T. in W.D.) S. of A. 8 knots.
(2) S/M will reconnoitre Benkolen 10th Feb.

patrol Sunda Straits from 13th to 17th, reconnoitre Christmas 
Island 20th and pass through position 15 degs. 01* S. 109 degs. 
01 ’ E. about 0l(.00Z/22nd thence proceeding direct to Exmouth 
Gulf to arrive 0030Z/25th February.
(3) K.15 has been ordered to report her E.T.A. at Exmouth Gulf 
if it should differ by more than two hours from 0030Z/25th.
(U) to (7) Communications.
(S.O. S/M’s.,Colombo, 3005^7Z).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

33. ANDE3.

Am erica & West In d ie s .

E .T .A . Ambrose L .V . 021000Z. R equ ire  L lo yd  
su rveyor f o r  sea damage.
(T .A .86A  300033Z.)

33. FORT 
TOWNSHEND.

W ith  g e n e ra l ca rgo  and passengers s e r v ic e  p er
sonnel d e s t in a t io n  S t. Johns N .F . a r r iv e d  
Lou isburg 1930Z/29 Jan. from  H .J . 79 a f t e r  c o l 
l i s i o n  w ith  MAHONE in  45.41 N. 57.55 W. a t 02002/ 
29 Jan, d e t a i ls  o f  damage to  FORT TOWNSHEND. 
(N .C .S .O .Sydney 300137Z.)

E sco rt o f  
L . 3 . I . ( L ) s .

(D. o f  P . (Q ) 300210A. )
N o te : C an ce lled  by 012310A Feb.

CARRABULLE. In te rc e p t  from  Barbados from  KDER.* 
Submarine a tta ck  28.26 N. 79.23 W. req u es t 
a s s is ta n ce  im m ed ia te ly , sh ip  s in k in g . 
(K in gs to n , Jamaica 300355R.)
* CARRABULLE.

0 .N .S .2 7 . Your 300147Z^ and your 300154Z*. F o llo w in g  sh ips 
are not in  company NORSE LADY, FA3TNET, PACIFIC, 
MAUD, ARMATHIA, BONAIRE and VANDE VELDE.
(3 .0 .W .3  301221Z to  C. in  C '.C .N .A .)
* N .T . in  W.R.

U/B es tim a tes . (N .S .H .Q . 301410Z, Cominch 301628Z. )

U/B r e p o r t . F i r s t  r e p o r t*  S ince my 040454Z*. Para . D. 
CHARLES FOLGER rep o rts  p e r is co p e  a t 1145Z/28 in  
47.50 N. 45.27 W.
(N .S .H .Q . 301517Z.)
* A tta c k  and s ig h t in g  summary.

French N ava l 
P erson n e l.

Your 27224-7Z. P rop osa ls  f o r  employment.
4. Suggest^ th a t C h ie f o f  French Naval M iss ion  
shou ld be in form ed th a t though s p e c i f i c  requ es ts  
in  you r para . 1A and B cannot be agreed  to  a t th is  
s ta g e , p rop osa ls  f o r  the employment o f  such 
French n ava l person n e l as are a v a i la b le  w i l l  be 
con s id ered  su bsequ en tly .
5. C. in  C.Med’ s 281602 a ls o  r e f e r s .
(A .C .N .S . (F )  301603A to B .A .D .)

C ir c l in g  
Torpedoes .

In fo rm a tion  has been r e c e iv e d  from  the M e d ite r 
ranean th a t the Germans are u s in g  c i r c l i n g  t o r 
pedoes w ithou t the s e l f  d e s tru c to r  p is to l^ " Th is 
type to rp ed o  on reach in g  end o f  i t s  run may s ta y  
a f lo a t  f o r  s e v e ra l days w ith  but a sm all p a rt o f  
i t s  warhead show ing above s u r fa c e . I t  would then

/act
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America & West Indies.
Circling 
Torpedoes. 
(Contd. )

act as a sensitive drifting contact mine. Mediter 
ranean Forces were warned that after an air raid 
on a port in which circling torpedoes are suspec
ted that a sharp lookout must be maintained es
pecially by W.Sy. local defence vessels underway. 
(C. in C.Lant 301620.)

Stragglers Stragglers arrived week ending 29th January 28th
Report. (U.S•) EDWARD KAVANAGH H.X.276 collision damage*

29th (U«o.) BLENHEIM O.N.3.27 lost convoy leak in 
forward tank.
(N.C.d.O. St. Johns N.F. 3017232.)

Fuelling 
at sea.

Re compliance with instructions by oilers. 
(D.T.D. 301830A. )

U/B sighting 
& attack 
sur/inary.

S S . CHARLES J.FOLGER sighted periscope 47.50 N. 
45.27 V/» 2811<±5Z. U.S.S. TOMICH attacked 30und 
contact 34.12 N. 11.15 W. about 291647Z. 
(Cominch 3020152.)

i.G.21.14* C«R. No. 1584. Position 46.12 N* 30.34 W. course
204 speed 14 at 0134Z/31 plan search through 44 N* 
32 W. again monday.
(C.T.G. 21.14 302330.)

O.N • S. 27.

speed 322° 
E.T.A. No. 
(BROCKVILLE

H.M.C.S. BROJa VILLE detached fro.,i O.N.3. 27 at 
2150Z proceeding to Halifax with one ratine emer
gency cot case. O.N.S.27 P.C. and S. at 2150Z 
044° 57* N. 060° 05' W. 243° 8. My course and 

altering to 294° in 044° 56’ N. 062° 19' W. 14.
6 lightship 0620Z/81st. No defects. Acknowledge. 
302334Z.)

U-BQAr C-riivix-x-iIG N .

8A  attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/30. Para. A. 1. H.M.Ships
a sighting sighted and attached two U-Boats on 29th Jan. in
summary. about 73° 4 5 ’ N. 12° 00* E.

2. Halifax U/502 sighted U-Boat on surface, 
course 090° and attacked with bombs at 2005/29th 
Jan. in 45° 33' N. 06° 04' W.

S. Halifax L/502 sighted U-Boat on surface, course 270° and 
attacked with bombs at 0113/30th Jan. in 47° 33* N. 05° 24' W.
5. Halifax M/502 reported U-Boat on surface, course 270° which 
submerged at 0117/30 in 46° 43' N. 06° 14' W.
Para. B. 1. WI3HART and WITHERINGTON attacked firm contact twice 
at 1922/29th Jan. in aoout 35° 4 5 ’ N* 06° 00* W-

/Para. D....
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U/B e s t im a te s .

4S4
3 0 .1 .1 9 4 4 . 
Sunday._______

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Para. I). 1. Da^ar A/C r e p o r ts  a tta ck in g  U-Boat
s ig h te d  on cou rse  180° w hich d iv e d  b e fo re  a t ta c k  
and a lte r e d  cou rse  to  360° a t 1 9 10 /29 th  Jan. 
in  17° 4 0 ' N. 18° 0 0 ' W.
MALCOLM co n s id e r s  U-Boat a t ta ck  was made on her 
wake when she a l t e r e d  cou rse  at 1 9 1 0 /2 9 th  Jan. in  
17° 4 0 ’ N. 18° W.
(D .D .I .C . 301145A as amended by 3H C25Z.)

(D .D .I .C . 301516A, 301517A. )
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Operation
F.W.

( J .  3  l i f

Biscay A/S 
operations.

Convoy
C.W.243
attacked,
PINE,
EMERALD and 
CALEB 

SPRAGUE 
sunx.

M.T.B.
Patrol
shelled.

U-Boat sunk 
by STARLING 
and WILD

GOOSE. J k

Operation 
•’Shingle".

31.1.1944. 
Monday._____

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1(a) At 0800A today Convoy J.W.56B was about 
120 miles N.E. of the North Cape and was intact.
At 1700A Capt. D.3 reported that the Convoy had 
been shadowed all day yesterday by A/C and U-Boats 
and that one U-Boat may have been sunk or damaged 
by Capt. D.26 in VENUS with uETEOR and WHITEHALL. 
Further U-Boat attacks with torpedoes were made 
after dark last night but were all beaten off and 
only two U-Boats appeared to be near the Convoy 
at daylight today. All the officers of HARDY 
were saved yesterday but about forty of her 
ratings are lost.
(b) C. in C. H.F. has ordered that 4/Vs. not 
capable of 9j knots convoy speed are to be 
excluded from Convoy R.A.56.

2. The 2nd Escort Group with the Escort Carriers 
ACTIVITY and NAIRANA were ordered today to proceed 
for a/S operations to the western Biscay 
Approaches, where the U.S. Escort Carriers CARD 
and CROATAN with five and four U.S. destroyers 
respectively were operating today.

3. At 0123 today while approaching c.2 Buoy (S.E. 
of Beachy Head) Convoy C.W.243 was attacked by 
three groups of E-Boats, one of which, attacking 
from the inshore side of the Convoy, torpedoed 
and sank the î /Vs. EMERALD and CALEB SPRAGUE and 
also torpedoed the Escort Trawler PINE which sank 
at 1325 while in tow off Selsey Bill. The other 
two groups were driven off.

4. A patrol of four M.T.Bs. off Fecamp was 
accurately shelled during last night by the enemy 
coastal batteries, but suffered no damage.

5. The Sloops STARLING and WILD GOOSE of E G 2 
attacked and sank one U-Boat at 1330A today’about 
450 miles West of Lands End.

Mediterranean.

6 (a) C. in C. Med. reported this evening that 
fighter direction and air warning system was now 
established. The weather continues excellent and 
unloading progresses well.

/(b) ...
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Mediterranean.
(b) The cruisers have been withdrawn from the 
Anzio area to Naples, where they will remain 
under the orders of C.S.15, available for gun 
support if called for. PENELOPE returned to 
the Anzio area and gave fire support on the left 
flank of the Army.

7. UNTIRING, on patrol off Toulon reports that 
she probably sank by torpedoes this morning two 
500 ton coasters.

East Indies.
8(a) The tanker KONGSDAL reports that she has 
picked up in 08.19 N. 66.40 E. (400 miles S.W. 
of the Laccadive Islands) 8 survivors from SS.
PORT BUCKINGHAM (Bombay for Durban) which was 
torpedoed at midnight 20th January.
(b) Socotra today intercepted an S 0 S which 
mentioned 56 survivors in three lifeboats, 
probable position south of Socotra. The call 
sign was corrupt but is thought by Com. Aden to 
be that of 3S. PORT LA MAUNE which left Aden on 
22nd January and could have been within .20 miles 
of two known sinkings off Socotra on 26th January.
(c) There are indications that a U-Boat is moving 
into the Gulf of Aden. Two sightings reported 
yesterday by aircraft off the Arabian coast are 
considered improbable by C. in C. E.P. The 
Arabian coast is thought to be free of U-Boats.

America and West Indies.
9. Convoy C.U.15 (Curacao to U.K. tanker convoy) 
is to sail on 21st February and succeeding C.U. 
convoys at 9 days’ intervals. C. in C. Lant will 
provide the additional escort group required by the decreased sailing interval. Commencing 
with C.U.16 the total of 30 ships recently 
established for these convoys is abolished and 
the figure of 24 will be re-established.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Australia and New Zealand.
Landing in 10. It is reported by B.A.S. Washington that
Marshall Is. U.S. forces landed today in the Marshall Islands

at Roi (Kwajalein Atoll) and "in the south at Enylabelan".

^&tc, lj.  /. & ' Z o s / l ’s j
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HOME COMMANDS.

P o licy .

CROWLIN. CROWLIN is  required to a rr iv e  M ilford Haven by
12th March fo r  onward routeing to  Med. P .O .I.C . 
Humber’ s 281430 re fe rs .
(D.M.3. 311805A to P .O .I.C . Humber.)

Operations.

3.C . My 282300 and 302031A.
Operation. Returned 2315A/30th.

(A.C.O.S. 310021A to Admty.)

U-Boat sunk 
by STARLING 
and WILD 

GOOSE.

My 281534 and my 261140. Do not jo in  0 .3 .6 6 ,from 
050° N. 018° W- proceed area A to operate against 
U-Boats on passage. Most p ro fita b le  area thought 
to  be between 044° 30’ N. to 046° 30 ’ N. and 018° 
W. to 019° W.
(C * in  C».* •A • 310033A to E .G .2, ACTIVITY, NAIRANA, 

33’ N. 017° 33’ W. Weathe

017° 37’ W.

KITE.)
E.G.2 in con tact w ith submarine in 050°
9072 2047.
(NAIRANA 311120Z to C. in C.W.A.)

Am attacking submarine in 050° 14’
(E.G.2 311305A to  C- in  C.W.A.)
My 311305A* U-Boat destroyed by creeping attack  and fo llow 

ing up attack by STARLING and WILD GOOSE. O il wreckage and guts 
in p lenty .

(E.G.2 311430A to C- in  C.W.A.)
My 311430A. U-Boat in i t ia l ly  detected  at 1216A on port wing 

o f  lin e -a b rea st screen by asdic o f 'WILD GOOSE who attacked with 
depth charges. MAGPIE follow ed sh ortly  with unsuccessfu l "Hedge
hog" attack. STARLING then replaced MAGPIE. At 1330A STARLING 
carried  out creeping attack partly  by her own Q attachment and 
partly  as d irected  by WILD GOOSE. This was immediately fo llow ed  
up by a 22-charge pattern, s e tt in g  E, from WILD GOOSE.
Explosions occurred at 1342, 1345, 1347 and 1348* Much o i l  
wreckage and remains.

(E.G-2 311535A to  C. in C.W.A.)
I t  is  considered  p oss ib le  in th is p a rticu la r  attack U-Boat 

released  (?2 ) charges at STARLING. W hilst the sh ip  was dropping a 
creeping charge a heavy exp losion  caused about a 10 yards bulge o 
starboard quarter throwing up a column o f  water to masthead 
height. Thi8 was not one o f  own depth charges since i t  was not 
immediately astern o f sh ip . A lso depth settin gs o f  pattern used 
were 500 and 700 fe e t .  Neither do I see that i t  wasa"Gnat" since 
STARLING had not exceeded 6 knots fo r  previous h a lf hour and the 
U-Boat was deep.

(E.G.2 312331A to C. in C.W.A.)

Biscay A/S 
operations.

Have obtained A .3.V . con tact in 44° 40* N. 04° 10’W.
(A/C ?WHW17 0055A to  19 Group.)
Arrived ENTERPRISE.
(C. in C.Flymouth 311150A to Admty.)

A -G . 21. 13 ..
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Bis.cay A/3 T.G.21.13 is operating in the vicinity of 044° N. 
Operations. 030° W.
(Contd.) (C. in C.W.A. 311251A to Escorts H.X.276.)

U.3.S. CARD escorted by 5 U.S. destroyers 040° 48’ 
N. 039° 58’ W. to vicinity 044° 01' N. 033° 01' W. 
15* U.S.3. CROATAN 4 U .3.destroyers operating in 

vicinity 044° 05' N. 030° 01' W. My 311238A refers.
(C. in C-W.A. 311256A to Ships.)

Disposition at 312000.
1. GAMBIA 045° 13' N. 016° 58' W. through 043° 03' N. 016° 57' W. 
thence 155° 22 knots.

(C. in C. Plymouth 311446A to Admty.)

"Hardtack 23". My 301311. Abandoned, weather unsuitable.
(V.A.Dover 310413A to Admty.)

Operation Your 271651 and Admiralty 282359. No objection.
F.W. 2 main objects to prevent beaching of cargoes by

Russians.
(3.B.N.O-Archangel 310953A to Ad. Fisher.) 
RHODODENDRON arrived Lerwick.
(S.O. 3/M Lerwick 310959A to C. in C.W.A.)

About 40 lost in HARDY. All officers saved. Air and U-3oat 
shadowing all day 30th. Capt. D*26 in VENUS with METEOR and 
WHITEHALL may have sunk or damaged one U-Boat. 4 or 5 in touch 
at dark, shortly after which attacks developed and were beaten 
off although some torpedoes were fired. U-Boats used anti-Radar 
lures freely. Route diversion gave opportunity to slip U-Boats 
which were roughly handled by supporting destroyers. Evidence 
of only 2 U-Boats in the vicinity at daylight. J.W.56B intact: 
P.C. and 3. at 0800A, 072° 33' N. 032° 55' E. 125° 9? knots. 
Weather 6290 9682.

(Capt. D.3 311007A to H.F.)
Is Russian air support being given to convoy J.W.56B today.
(C. in C.H.F. 311038A to 3.3.N.O.N.Russia.)
Ships not capable of convoy speed 9^ knots are to be excluded 

from R.A.56.
(C. in C.H.F. 311043A to 3.B.N.O.N.Russia.)
Your 311038. Eos ton A/C took off at first light today for this purpose but have been forced to return on account of fog. 

Further A/C are being sent when conditions permit also tomorrow.
(3.B.N.O.N.Russia 311225A to C- in C.H.F.)
1. SCOURGE is to escort OBDURATE to U.K. when ready. Your 

300808 refers.
2* SCOURGE should be included in escorts of R.A.56 to about long. 
Bear Island then return to Kola*

(C. in C.H.F. 311333A to S .B.N.0.N.Russia.)
1. Capt. D.26 in VENUS, VIRAGO and SAVAGE expected time of 

arrival Toros Island 0030A/lst. VENUS and VIRa GO with HARDY 
survivors, SAVAGE with minor ice damage requires repairs.
2. OFFA with INCONSTANT, VIGILANT and STORD, E.T.A. Toros Island 
0400A/lst•

/ 3. ..
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HOi.lE COMMANDS.

Operations.
Operation 3. J.W.56B E.T.A. MU. 0230A/lst«
F.W. 4. ?G» in C.H.F. 301055A. If MILNE and any other
(Contd. ) ships are required to berth Polyarnoe is there any

likelihood of fuel there or alternatively of fuel 
prior to departure to reduce congestion at oilers 
and a/oid extensive topping up programme.

5. KIGM 153. Capt. D.26 requests any arrangements possible may 
be made. No serious hospital cases.
(Capt. D.3 311603A to S.3.N.O.N.Russia* Capt. D.26.)

Appears in view of C» in C.H.F. 311043A that EMPIRE BARD 
although in all respects ready for convoy with declared speed of 
8 and half knots cannot be included in R.A.56. Request instruc
tions.

(S.B.N.O.Murmansk 312325A to Admty.)

(C. in C.Portsmouth 311423.)
(C. in C-Plymouth 311501, 311724A.)

Position of submarines at 0800/lst and movements 
for following 24 hours.
A. SCEPTRE and SATYR as in my 301824.
B. SPIRIT 63° 11' N. 00° 50' E. through 62° 00' N. 

00° 38' W. and 090° Muclcle Flugga 5 miles to Lerwick. Dived by 
day north of 62° N.
C. TRADE//IND sails Lerwick 1200/lst through 090° Muckle Flugga 
10 miles and 62° 01' N* 01° 00' E. thence course 030° probably 
on the surface 10 knots.
D. TRUSTY sails Lerwick 0900/lst through 090° Muckle Flugga 5 
miles and 62° 01* N* 01° 27* W. towards 64° 52’ N. 02° 0 3 ’ E. 
Dived by day north of 62° N.
(F.O.S., 311714A to Admty.)

Coastal
Force
Patrols.

S/M Patrols.

Convoy
C.W.243
attached.
PINE,
EMERALD and 
CALEB
SPRAGUE sunk.

1. E-Boat attack on convoy C.W.243 31st January.
2* At 0123 convoy was approaching C«2 buoy when 

three enemy plots were observed by shore Radar 
approaching from a 160° direction at about 36 kts.
3. The easterly group of about 4 boats was engaged 
and driven off by QUORN on port quarter of convoy. 
The centre group of about 2 boats was engaged and 
driven off by ALBRIGHTON on port bow of convoy one 
E-Boat possibly damaged.
4. The westerly group passed across the van of the 

convoy and attacked from the inshore side. S3. EMERALD and 
CALEB SPRAGUE were torpedoed and 3unk and H.M.T. PINE, the star
board wing sweeper ahead of the convoy, had her bow3 blown off.
5. 3 M.G.Bs. stationed to southward of the convoy were unable to 
intercept owing to the E-Boats being only on the plot for ten 
minutes before their patrol was passed. On the retirement of 
centre group of E-Boat3 they appeared by plot to be in position 
to engage but contact was not made.
6. H.M.T. REHEARO took PINE in tow for Portsmouth. Tug RESOLVE 
took over tow after daylight but PINE sank 090-fo Selsey Bill 6 
miles at 1325.
(C* in C»Portsmouth 312129A to Admty.)

/ M .T * Bs...
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M.T.Bs.
shelled.
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Monday.

HOME COMMANDS♦

Operations - Contd.
4 M.T.Bs. carrying out patrol in accordance with 
C* in C. Portsmouth's 301446A during night 30th/31st 
January were engaged by shore batteries at numer
ous points between Fecamp and Cap D'Antifer. No 
damage or casualties in spite of considerable 
accurate fire.
(C. in C.Portsmouth 311914A to Admty.)

"Bellpush C". Operation "Bellpush C" completed. All craft re
turned. Partially successful.
(Cdre. Force J 312146A to C. in C.Portsmouth.)

Precautions KEATS is to form part of C.2 Group for present 
off N.W* operation.
Ireland. 0*2. (C- in C.W.A. 312239A to KEATS, C.2.)

Enemy Air Activity.
Brightlingsea Minor damage was caused at Blackwater site N.S. by 
bombed on 29th* incendiary bombs believed to have been dropped 

night 29/30 January.
(N.O.I.C. Brightlingsea 311100A to Admty.)

Skipper of trawler PLY reports when 20 miles S. 
by W. from Fastnet at 1010A on January 19th being 
attacked by twin engined plane believed to be Ju.8 
Superficial damage. One casualty.
(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 311145A to Admty.)

Mining.
SSSS from GEORGE 3.WASSON, five miles off Smalls 
Light Vessel.
(Burnham Radio No T.0.0. Reed. 310637.)
Mine. No hole. Are proceeding.
(Burnham Radio 310700*)

Arrived GEORGE S.WASSON, damaged by floating mine while on pas
sage from Mersey to Avonmouth.
(N.C.3.0.Milford Haven 311344 to N.C.3.0.Mersey.)

Arrived and safely berthed S3. GEORGE S.WASSON (U.3.) after 
being damaged by supposed British drifting mine vicinity Smalls 
a»m. today.

(F.O.I.C. Milford Haven 311759A to Admty.)

PLY
attacked.

GEORGE 3. 
WASSON 

mined.

U-Boats.
U-Boat Am over enemy submarine in 59° 33' N. 13° 46' W.
reported. Submarine was sighted on surface and observed tosubmerge. When first sighted was on course 300°. 

estimated speed 6 knots.
(A/C RLOT 311515 to Z 57. )
Have lost touch with enemy S/M.
(A/C RLOT to YQ T.O.R. 311844.)
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Casualties & Defects.
On leaving Albert Harbour at approx. 0855 this 
forenoon slight collision occurred, my stern 
grazing stern of drifter TIRADE and then striking inner eastern arm. Slight damage just below gun- 
whale of TIRADE flukes of my stern anchor penetra^ 

ted my stern plating approx, one foot above water line. Assis
tance will be required for repairs to my stern.
(TEDWORTH 310955 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

At about 0900 today Monday TEDWORTH collided with TIRADE'S 
stern fracturing plate above deck line. Seaworthiness not 
effected.

(TIRADE 311050A to F.O.I.C. Glasgow.)

IRANIAN. IRANIAN left Grimsby 12th January for North Seafishing grounds. Has failed to return. Search by 
naval craft and R.A.F. without result. Owners 
request permission to declare vessel as loss.
(N.C.3.0.Grimsby 311527A to Aamty. )

TEDWORTH,
TIRADE.

Shipping & Convoys.
0.N.222. Sailed OTTAWA, DAUPHIN, SUMMERSIDE, R03THERN with

tug ALLEGIANCE and BOMBARDIER for O.N. 222*
DUNVER sailing to overtake p.m. today*
KOOTENAY and DIANTHU3 delayed by defects, sailing 
time uncertain.
(Cdre. D.V/.A. 310841A to Admty. )

My 221909. In view of defects date of sailing is postponed to 
2nd February (re sailing of GLENa RM, WANDERER, WATCHMAN, 
PORCHESTER CNoTLE, CARI3BR00KK CASTLE, BERKELEY CASTLE, to over
take O.N.222.)
(C. in C-W.A. 312237A to Cdre. D.W.A.)

N.3.H.Q. 241730, Admiralty 291946.
1* The shortness of Laysover in Newfoundland is appreciated but I am averse to any change in convoy 
sailings for the following reasons:
A. U-Boat concentration is now in Eastern Atlantic. 
Sailing of escorts to overtake can therefore be 

accepted from Newfoundland more readily than from U.K. Moreover there are usually new-construetion ship3 to swell escorts from 
Newfoundland.B* Present Laysover in U.K. are none too lons for maintenance and 
training as is evidenced by the fact that I have lately had to 
sail convoys with only four and five escorts. The highly impor
tant training problem moreover becomes more acute as new con
struction comes into service*2* It is suggested that in exceptional cases when late arrival of escorts in Newfoundland is foreseen consideration might be given 
to delaying sailing of Eastbouna convoys.
(C. in C.W.A. 3109522 to C* in C.C.N.A.)In view of your 310952. I concur that there should be no 
change in sailing dates of westbound convoys.

(C* in C.C.N.A. 311910Z to G- in C.W.A.)

Atlantic
Convoy
Sailings.

/0 *N. a. 28*..
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HOME commands.

5 1 . 1 . 1 9 4 4 .
Mond a y .

Shipping- d Convoys -  Contd.

O .N .3 .2 8  assume s t a t e  "Yoke" from dusk t o n ig h t .
(C. in  C.W.A. 311015Z to  0 . N . S . 2 8 . )
A B.A.M.S.  has been made o r d e r in g  a l l  s t r a g g l e r s  
which have not  r e j o i n e d  by 0 1 6 °  W. to  r e t u r n  t o  U.K 
(C. in  C.W.A. 311508A to  0 . N . S . 2 8 . )

Revert  to  s t a t e  "W ill iam" from d a y l i g h t  tomorrow. 
(C. in  C.W.A. 311731A to  0 . 3 . 66/K.M.3 . 4 0 . )

Am d e t a c h i n g  from H.X.276 and pro ceed in g  to  Horta 
to  complete e n g in e e r in g  and e l e c t r i c a l  r e p a i r s  and 
r e f u e l l i n g .  My F .C .  and 3.  a t  1700Z 043°  37'  N. 
033® 32 ’ W. 144°  7 kn ots .
(POSTILLION 311800Z t o  C. in  C.W./i.)

A . C . l  A r t i c l e  131 p a r a .  1. In calm weather when 
Radar c o n d i t io n s  are good a re d u c t io n  of 1 e s c o r t  
in the  e s c o r t  s t r e n g t h s  i s  p e r m i s s i b l e .
(C. in  C. '/.A. 312248A: W.A.G.M.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

North Atlantic.
M.K.F.28 Request you sail LEOPOLDVILLE escorted by

BRILLIANT and ISIS to R A  M.K.F.28 in Q.A. 039 
degs. 07* 018 degs. 30’ at 1230?A/Feb. 3rd.
(2) M.K.F.28 9 ship escort B3NTINCK S.O.,

BAZELY, BYARD, CALDSR, DRURY BURGES and PRINCE ROBERT. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 3112UUA).

3 1.1 .1944.
Monday.

T.G.21.14 BLAIR and LIVERMORE will arrive Horta afternoon
Feb.1.
HAMMANN, JACOB JONES and PEARY will arrive 
morning of 2nd. (All for fuel - details). 
(C.T.G. 21.14, 312000 to S.B.N.O. Azores;.

South Atlantic.
Zig-zagging I consider that as the area in my "Chop" is 

small, it is simpler for Masters for Zig
zagging to be retained or suspended so as to 
conform with your intentions for B.A.M.S. Area 
3A.Signals for individual ships to resume zig

zagging to be made by the authority having the "Chop". Your 
291203 refers.+
(C. in C.S.A., 311127C to F.O.C.W.Af.).
+ Re zig-zagging of F.O.C.W.Af. 3 "Chop".
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean.
DOLFIJN. Proceed to patrol south eastern approaches to

Mykoni Channel by dawn 1st Feb.
(Cant. ( )l, 311107B to (P.47) DOLFIJN (r ) 1st 
S/M F.F.O.L.E.M. )

At dusk tonight proceed to patrol Kinaros-Amorgo-Denusa 
area by 0301 Feb. 1st cancel my 311107# .

(Capt. (S) 1, 311518B to H.M. S/M P.47 (DOLFIJN) (R) 1st 
S.M. Flot. F.O.L.E.M.) ^Instructions to DOLFIJN.

Operation Request you will sail Cruisers before dusk"Shingle”. tonight 31st with instructions to return to
Naples.
2 * 5th Army have agreed that fire support by 
cruisers will be at (corrupt group) at least

5 hours notice.
3. Arrangements made with (corrupt groups) that sufficient 
warning wiUbe given to enable 5.25 cruisers to be sent Anzio in 
the event of weather or other circumstances likely to cause 
fighter cover to be reduced. Ships will be at (?short notice) 
for this purpose.
(C. in C. Med. at Naples, 311218A to C.T.F.81 (R) F.O.W.It. 
C.S.15.)

Situation report:
1. Amend para. 2 of my 301754. ATR One was severely damaged 
in attack on 29th but was not sunk. SAM HUNTINGTON set on 
fire subsequently blew up and sank.
2. Weather continues excellent and unloading progressing well.
3. Fighter direction and air warning system now established 
ashore.4. Cruisers have been withdrawn from Anzio area.
5. Bombardment of Formia area' continues by PENELOPE.

(C. in C. Med. at Naples 311819A.)
Request 350 tons oil fuel. E.T.A. 0915 1st. Request 

1200 rounds 6 inch H.E. and cordite and fuse No.230. Request 
inspection 6 6 inch guns.

(PENELOPE 312152 to N.O.I.C. Naples.)

1st S/M.F.
summary
2000B/311.

TORBAY, ULTIMATUM as in my 291640 (patrol?) betwee 
Amorgos and Stampalia.SPORTSMAN 34° 531 29° 42' to Scaroanto Straits. 
PAPANICOLIS 34° 35’ 28° 24' to Kaso Straits. 
DOLFIJN south of Amorgos proceeding to north of 
Amorgos.
(S., 311226B, 311556B.)

Repair Intend to sail L.S.E.2 to U.E. in M.K.S.39.
ShiDS. 2. Consider these well equipped repair ships

should be manned with selected repair personnel 
to ensure good results.
3. Present repair personnel in L.S.E.l and 2 
drafted from L.C. bases and Port parties not 

considered entirely satisfactory. Your 261808 refers.
(C. in C. Med. 311506 to Admty.)

/TORBAY...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

TORBAY.
Mediterranean - Contd.
Proceed to patrol close to Turkish Territorial 
waters in vicinity Cape Eski (Corrupt Group).
2. SS. PETER expected to sail from Istanbul 
p.m.31st.
(Capt.(s)l 311628B to TORBAY.)

•

Relief of 
13th D.F.

A.M. 01131^ January and A.L.M/O.D. 1373 December 
to C. in C.W.A. only. It has been decided not to 
allocate Captain Class Frigates for the relief of 
13th D.F.

3. Further
WITHERINGTON

2. C. in C.W.A. 041111 January, 
signal will be made regarding reliefs for 
and WISHART.

(D.O.D.(F) 311650A.)* Former given most Secret distribution.

P.714
(ex BRONZO.)

French are sending crew for BRONZO to Malta 
to collect submarine and bring her to Algiers. 
Request confirmation that ship was accepted on 
condition-that she is to be employed initially 
outside Med. on A/S training. B.A.D.121709 and

Admiralty 182035 refer. French in Algiers are not apparently 
aware of this condition.
(C. in C. Med. 311744A to B.A.D. Washington.)

M.T.Bs. 
for
French.

Request information regarding loan of M.T.Bs. to 
French my 171719 November and your X.21840 
November refer.
2. My 311807 asking for four "D" type M.T.B for 
10th M.T.B. Flotilla, suggest a complete flotilla 
be allocated to Med. and four boats lent to 
French.
(C. in C. Med. 311803A to Admty.)

UNTIRING. All torpedoes expended. Intend to arrive noon 
1st. Estimate 2 hits on westbound 7000 and 
3500 ton M/S 30th. Estimate 3 hits on a pair 
500 tons eastbound Coasters 31st.
(UNTIRING, 311901A.)

Situation 
Report 
No.286.

1. Operation "Shingle".
My 292133 para. 1. 32 Officers including C.O. 
and 496 ratings survivors from SPARTAN landed 
Naples.
2. SS. SAMUEL HUNTINGTON hit by bomb during 
dusk raid 29th Jan. caught fire and later sank.

Enemy aircraft claimed during raid, one certain, one probable, 
"one damaged.3. Bombardment of Formia area by Cruisers and Destroyers 
continues. Cruisers also providing fire support to both 
armies flanks in Anzio area.

/4 . ...
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Situation 
Report 
No. 286. 
(Contd. )

and obtained 49 
January.
(C. in C. Med.,
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

31.1.1944.
Monday.

Mediterranean.
4. M.G.B.662 and M.T.B. 97 sank small German 
tanker and large schooner of Ploce Point (043° 
30* N. 015° 58' E. ) during the night 29th/30th 
January. 8 Prisoners taken.
5. P.65 (UPSTART) reports bombarding and 
obtaining 22 hits on a possible sea plane base 
at head of Golfe de la Napoule on 23rd Jan.
hits on Sea Plane Base off St. Raphael on 27th
312042A.)
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!■■! on day.

East I n d ie s .

U/B Ref. my 300359Z. A reas  AB DE FG. No f re sh
D is p o s i t io n s ,  in form ation  no l i g h t e r  in sc a le  o f  a i r  e sco rt .

Area C. Catalina s igh ted  U-Boat in 012 degs 04 ’
N. 051 degs. 05 ’ E. 0247z/30th January in d ic a t in g  
U-Boat (German) moving in to  G u lf  o f  Aden.

Reported s ig h t in g s  by a i r c r a f t  in  017 degs. 31’ N. 055 degs. 35’ 
E . " at 0704Z/30th and in 018 degs. 48 ’ N. 058 degs. 02' E. at 
1030Z/30th considered im probable.
I t  i s  considered  A rab ian  coast f r e e  from U -B oats . S ca le  o f  a i r  
escort  Y.
U -Boats  (German) p lo tted  by D/F 1617Z/30th approx, p o s it io n  023 
degs. 00' S. 063 degs. 00’ E. may be moving toward M au r it iu s  
a rea .
(C . in C. E.F. 310339Z)

SS. SAMOURI, In accordance w ith  E .F. 716 H/71/27.
d e t a i l s  o f (A ) SAMOURI. (B ) 13.04 N. 055.45 E* 0125Z/26.
s in k in g . (C ) Submarine. (D) Torpedo. Ship sunk.

(E ) One on ly  seen. (F )  35 landed Aden 30th by 
SHAHZADA, 14 landed Soco tra  from boat.
(?G) No. (H) No . A l l  s e ts  put out o f  act ion

by exp lo s ion . ( j )  Dumped in s t e e l  sa fe  in over 2000 fathoms. 
(K ) As in ( j ) .  (M) From Master and F i r s t  Radio O f f i c e r .
(Com. Aden, 310651Z;

S S . FORT Picked up 2 B r i t i s h  6 N a t ive  su rv iv o rs  from
BUCKINGHAM. FORT BUCKINGHAM at C. 490 D torpedoed 20th Jan. 

4 more r a f t s  reported  a d r i f t .
(KONGSDALE, 310805Z)

SS WALTER DANAE has picked up 70 su rv iv o rs  e n t ire  crew
CAMP. o f  SS. WALTER CAMP. My 290453/ r e f e r s .

(C. in C. E .F . 311015Z)
/ S3. WALTERCAMP presumed torpedoed and sunk.

Operation F o llow in g  movements take p lace  consequent on
"Thwart" suspension o f  Operation "Thwart".

A. NEWCASTLE, BANN and R .F .A . OLYNTHUS remain 
M a u r it iu s .
B. KENYA to  Simonstown, f o r  r e f i t .
C. SUFFOLK to  Durban i f  f u e l  perm its.
D. CANTON and BATTLER and NEPAL to Durban.
(C . in C. S .F . 311203Z)

S3- FORT LA F o llow in g  i s  a r e p e t i t io n  o f our 310629 beg in s .  
MAUFE. G. in G. E.F. (S .E .A .C . )  from Com. Aden.

Socotra  re p o r t s  f a i n t  W/T on 500 K/cs begins S O .  
from VUGU break three l i f e b o a t s  56 su rv ivo rs  
th ree  days p robab ly  p o s it io n  now south Socotra  
Ends.

(2) /...
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East Indies.
SS. FORT LA (2) Consider this should read VU 4 GU secret W/T

MAUNE. Call Sigh BKBW FORT (DE) LA MAUNE which left
Aden p.m. 22nd and would have been within 20 
miles of two sinkings off Socotra on 26th ends. 
(Com. Aden, 311817Z)
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America and West Indies.
Escort of (D.O.D.(H), 310152a , 312155A-)
L.S.I.(L) (Note: Cancelled by 012310A Feb.)

U/B Submarine sighted 3 miles west of Roseau,
Report. Dominica at 1045Z and 1250Z/31.

(Graded C.2)
(Kingston, Jam. 311155R, 311202)

Division of 
N.Atlantic 
into 
Salvage 
Areas.

N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 142252Z and your 241602A/
Para. 1. It is considered that the present 
division of the commands in the North Atlantic 
is satisfactory as far as Salvage operations are 
concerned.
Para. 2. This would be advantageous but in view 
of the shortage of tugs, and as many convoys have 
a tug in company, it is doubtful whether this is

justifiable.
Para. 3. This has been the practice in the past. 
(C. in C. W.A. 311335A to Admiy.)/ Requesting remarks on N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 142242 Jan.

NABOB. Examination NABOB reveals no damage sustained.
My 282121/ refers.
(B.A.D. 311432Z)/ Re H.M.S. NABOB grounded.

U/B No change.
Estimates. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 311448, Cominch, 311616Z)

C.U.12. It is desired to sail 26 ships in C-U.12. Request
your concurrence.
(D.T.D. 311713A to Connav)

SS. MICHAEL 
PUPIN, 

Tanker RED 
CANYON.

MICHAEL PUPIN (U.S.) and RED CANYON (U.S.) reported 
in collision Jan. 27th off Barnecat Inlet Shoal. 
PUPIN proceeding New Y^rk RED CANYON damage unknown. 
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 311725Z)

C.U.Convoys. Comeastseafron sail Convoy C.U.15 21st Feb. and 
succeeding C.U. Convoys at 9 days intervals.
C. in C. Lant provide additional escort group 
required by decreased sailing interval. Effective 

with Convoy C.U. 16, Total (?) of 24 ships for these convoys
re-established.
(Cominch, 311855Z)Effective C.U.13 Sailing 31 Jan. Maximum number of ships 
increased to 30 until, further orders.

ARIADNE /...
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ARIADNE

U/B sighting 
and attack 
report.

BRONZO.

Escort of 
L.S.I.(L)'s

Australia and New Zealand.
Digest Jan. 30th.
Serial (3) Unfavourable weather hindered majority
No.741. Sowespac Air Operations but one Squadron Mitchells

struck shipping Hansa Bay morning sinking two 
small freighters leaving one ? Sea Truck burning 
also destroying two barges. 13 escorting Light

nings destroyed one lugger two loaded barges Biliau Bay 15 miles 
South East Hansa Bay.
(9) Light enemy air raid shipping off South East Huon Peninsula 
afternoon 29th slightly damaging one Liberty ship.
(10) Same time previous day ?single Jap dive bomber scored near 
miss on ship off Gape Ward Hunt inflicting minor damage 
casualties.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 310802Z)

Monday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America and West Indies - Contd.

When ready upon completion of voyage repairs sail 
ARIADNE Norfolk (Va.) to Canal Zone where report 
to U.S. C. in C. Pacific Fleet for duty.
(Cominch, 311916Z)

B. Army Liberator sights sub. course 065 07.35 N. 
25.22 W. 0532/31st. All times Z.
D. Sub. reported area 15.17 N. 61.24 W.
1045/31st and 1250/31st.
(Cominch, 312032Z)

French accept BRONZO under conditions laid down 
by G.G.S. French have a crew immediately available 
to man the submarine at Malta.
(B.A.D. 312037Z)

Intend following allocations. 
(S.B.N.O. W.At. 312147Z)
Note: Cancelled by 011714Z q.v.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

31.1.1944.
Monday.

Submarines Attacked.

SM  attack 
and
sighting
summary.

19' W.
Para. B. (1) F.S. GLOIRE reported U-Boat on 30th Jan. in 39 degs. 
59' N. 13 degs. 35’ E.
Para. C. (l) Am. A/C reported possible U-Boat at 0947/29 in 22 degij 
in 22 degs. 00’ N. 61 degs. 05’ E.
(2] a /G reported U-Boat course 180 degs. at 1030/30 in 18 degs 
48’ N. 58 degs. 02’ E.
Para. D. (1) SS. PORT ASSINIBOINE sighted periscope and part 
of conning-tower at 1010/30 in 23 degs. 41’ S. 42 degs. 37' W. 
(D.D.I.C. 311025Z)

For 24 hours to 0900Z/31.
Para. A. (1) A/C attacked U-Boat with bombs at 
1045/30 in 35 degs. 40’ N. 06 degs. 53' W.
(2) a /G reported U-Boat course 090 degs. at 0740/30 
in 17 degs. 31' N. 55 degs. 35' E.
(3) U.8.N. Liberator N/110 attacked U-Boat on course: 
180 degs. at 1235/29 in 51 degs. 05' N. 16 degs.

U/B
Estimates.

(D.D.I.C. 311426A, 311433A)

<3 '


