
1 . The arrangement of the War Diary is as follows:-
KJME COMMANDS (Classification 
by subjects)

PolicyDefence of United Kingdom
MovementsOperations
Allied Air Activity
Enemy Air Activity
MiningEnemy Intelligence 
U-Boats Navigational 
Technical
Casualties and Defects 
Shipping and Convoys

F O R E IG N  S T A T IO N S  (Classification 
by stations)

North Atlantic South Atlantic 
Mediterranean 
East indies
America and West Indies 
Australia and New Zealand 
U-Boat Campaign

Additional subject headings are sometimes employed temporarily, e.g■ when an important operation is in 
progress.
2. The following volumes should be used to supplement the War Diary: the dates given in brackets are those on
which the series held by War Diary commences:-

(a) Movements of H . M.  Ships (prepared by OperationsDivision, Naval Staff) (23 February 1940).
(b) Western Approaches (daily) Situation Reports

(1 September 1943).
(c) Dispositions and Movements (Foreign Stations)

(1 September 1943).
(d) Convoy Returns (Positions of convoys and composition

of escorts, positions of independent ships and 
H.M. ships: from Combined Plot) (1 March 1941).

(e) paily Convoy Summary (Report made by Admiralty to
Connav, giving arrivals and departures, with 
composition of.convoy) (21 June 1943).

(f) Air Staff Operational Summary (prepared by Air
Ministry War Room) (1 July 1941, No.222)

(g) Daily operations Report for First Lord (prepared
by Operations Division, Naval Staff)(13 September 1939).

(h) List of abbreviations.
(i) List of Convoy letters.

/
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1. BUTTERCUP, corvette, is to be turned over to Royal Norwegian Navy.

2. T.R.H. The Duke and Duchess of Gloucester 
sailed for Australia in SS. RIMUTAKA, escorted by 
EURYALUS and two destroyers.

3»(a) R.F.A. WAR DIWAN has been mined, broken in 
two, and sunk in the Schelde, close northwest of 
Nieuwe Sluis.
(b) One ground mine has been detonated off Ostend, 
and one off Hansweerd in the Schelde.

4» (a) The main sustained movement of the shuttle 
service from Southampton Hards to the Par Shore 
has now been completed, in the course of which over 
16,000 railway waggons, 75»000 other vehicles, 
and 300,000 men have been sent across. C. in C. 
Portsmouth congratulates all concerned.
(b) Le Havre locks are now working, and the port 
can take 20 Liberty ships at a time.
(c) One mine has been swept south of the Channel 
Islands*

5* Submarine SLEUTH is patrolling about 100 miles 
E.N.E. of Kinnaird Head for interception of U-boats 
from the Skagerrak.■ n
6. Our aircraft laid 82 mines in the Baltic last 
night.

Foreign Stations.
Mediterranean*

' 7* (a) The evacuation of British troops from
Krionero to Patras (Peloponnese) (see ll+th and 15th 
carried out under rebel fire and covered by naval 
close support, was completed by 0400 today. There 
were no naval casualties. Some delayed details of 
the evacuation are given by C. in C. Mediterranean 
in his 192016 December. The naval force consisted 
of the SAXIFRAGE, corvette, PROTEA, A /S whaler,
M.G. B. 661, M.Ls. 469 and 1158, L. C. IV314, R. C.L. 
1323 and 49» and 12 caiques. A

/(b)...
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean.
(b) Withdrawal has also been ordered from Kavalla, 
Volos, Kalamata, Leykas, Preveza, North shore of 
the Gulf of Corinth, and the Ionian Islands. 
Previous reports had not indicated any increase in 
tension at these positions.

8. Aircraft attacked at 1003» south of Lipso, a 
2-masted 50 ton caique which was last seen aground.

9. The destroyer MARNE sunk one assault craft 
between Leros and Rhodes and captured one caique 
which was taken to Sy/ni this morning. Prisoners 
included 22 Germans and 5 Italians.

10. In the Gulf of Genoa last night, Allied 
coastal craft on patrol off Sestri Levanti 
intercepted five enemy F lighters northbound.
Two torpedo hits were obtained and a large explo
sion seen.

11. Between the 13th and l6th, the French 
destroyer L'ALCYON and America destroyer CHARLES 
F. HUGHES fired 150 and i+08 rounds respectively 
at troops and gun batteries ashore.

12. An Italian swimming saboteur has been 
arrested while attempting to leave the port area at 
Leghorn. His equipment was captured intact.

13» The cruiser BERWICK arrived at Bizerta from 
Plymouth, and left again for Malta.

East Indies.
1U. Proposals for the passage to Australia from 
December 22 onwards of the depot and repair ships 
and Fleet Train for the British Pacific Fleet are 
contained in a message from C. in C. East Indies 
today.
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SITUATION REPORT.

America & West In d ies .

15. In view o f  the present n e g lig ib le  U-boat 
th reat, the Admiralty propose th a t, when 
circum stances perm it, B r it is h -co n tro lle d  ships in  
O.N. convoys with d estin ation s south o f  30° N. 
should break o f f  from convoy between 30° and 35° W. 
and be provided with appropriate a ltern a tive  
routes. BRIDGELAND PARK and TOBIATIC PARK, both 
fo r  Panama in  O.N. 271» are ty p ica l examples in 
which the saving o f  ship-days would be considerable 
Commander, 10th F leet Convoys and Routeing, 
concurred on the 18th in  the detachment o f  these 
two sh ips.

16. The Admiralty agree that the defences at 
Trinidad should be removed, and where p ra ctica b le  
stored , immediately a fte r  the defeat o f  Germany. 
Proposals are submitted today by S.B. N.0. Trinidad 
and S.B. N.0. Western A tla n tic  fo r  reductions in 
the lo c a l  defence f l o t i l l a s  at Trinidad which w il l  
save about 600 R.N. personnel.

17. H.M. S. BUXTON, one o f  the 50 destroyers 
transferred  from the U. S. Navy in  19ij0 , is  no 
longer required as a tra in in g  vesse l by the 
R. C. N. at Digby, Nova S co t ia , and N. S.H. Q. propose 
she be paid o f f  and declared surplus to the War 
Assets Corporation fo r  d isp osa l, as in  the case o f  
the MANSFIELD and SALISBURY.

A ustra lia  & New Zealand.

18 (a ) .  C onsolidation  o f  the Mindoro beachhead and 
perim eter (where a landing was made yesterday) 
continued without enemy in terferen ce  except fo r  
l ig h t  a ir  a c t iv it y  over the beach.
(b ) A search L iberator damaged a small coaster o f f  
the north-east o f  Mindoro and h it  one sea truck 
with an incendiary on the west coast o f  Romblon 
Island (N.W. Sibuyan Sea) without observing furthe 
e f fe c t s .

I
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Policy.
VENGEANCE has commissioned short of 1 p.O. Cook (0) 
and 4 Ldg. Cook (0) apart from other less impor
tant shortages. Pull details of shortages were 
reported to D.P.S. by telephone on 26th November. 
Attempts have been made to commission L.S.Ts. 
short of supply, cook, electrical ratings, diesel 
trained E.R.As. and stokers.

(2) The position in regards to Chief and P.O. Telegraphists, all 
cook (0) ratings, leading stewards and above, electrical artificers 
and mechanics, chief E.R.A. and E.R.As. is acute and in all these 
branches I can foresee little hope of improvement. In many 
rates, men now being drafted have only had 6 months shore duty 
since the outbreak of war. In the majority of cases there is none 
of these ratings fit in shore service in the U.K. who can be 
called in on relief by ratings arriving home from Foreign Service, 
and home service ships so greatly reduced offer little scope at 
resent for adjustment.
3) At the present moment it will be impossible to meet the 

following large commitments in these respects VENGEANCE, MONAB 5, 
CLEOPATRA, PIONEER, ANSON, SUSSEX and in addition to this there 
is a large commissioning and adjustmentfbr Foreign Service 
programme in small ships, followed by heavy commitments for many 
months. I therefore feel it necessary to draw attention to the 
fact that Chatham is in a critical position with Senior ratings 
of many branches and it is estimated that all branches will 
shortly be in a similar position with regard to higher and all 
artificer ratings.
(Combrax Chatham 161700A to Admty.)

V/ar Diary.

Shortage of 
personnel in 
higher ratings 
categories •

Movements.
NEWFOUNDLAND. Cancel my 151551 owing to material defects and

bad weather NEWFOUNDLAND has been unable to carry 
out any main armament firing. Intend to postpone 
sailing until this practice has been done.
(C. in C. H.F. 161226A to Admty.)

KENT. Sailed KENT expected time of arrival Hoxa Gate
0715/l7th her 132008 refers.
(N.O.I.C. Lamlash 161245A to C. in C. H.F.)

RAMILLIES. Request you will sail RAMILLIES to Spithead when
ready.
(2) It is intended to lay a mooring for RAMILLIES 
at Spithead as soon as practicable.(V.C.N.S. 161305 to c. in C. W.A.)

KHEDIVE. It is essential that KHEDIVE arrive at Belfast not
later than 7th January to embark squadron, stores 
and personnel. Programme is to be adjusted 
accordingly. Your 141051 and A.M. 061938 para. 1 
neither to all refer.
(D.O.D.(H) 161307A to F.O.I.C. London.)

/LARGS...
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Movements - Contd.
LARGS. Request you will sail LARGS to join K.M.F. 38 for

Mediterranean and onward routeing to East Indies 
Station. A.M. 021713 (not to all) refers.
(D.O.D. 161646A to C. in C. Nore, R.A.L.S.C.U.)

AVONVALE. (1) AVONVALE due Liverpool 17th December with 
following Naval passengers on board for:- 
Portsmouth 5, Chatham 3» Devonport 10, ROOKE 2.
(2) Request usual disembarkation action be taken. 
(Head of N. 161833A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

BUTTERCUP, C. in C. T/.A. 182048 November and my 071316
GODETIA. BUTTERCUP is to be handed over forthwith to the

Royal Norwegian Navy for service under British 
operational control.
(2) My 071607 GODETIA will be manned with an 
R.N.P.3. crew.

(3) As soon as ships are taken over Section Beige care and 
maintenance parties should be returned to depot.
(1st Lord 162323A to Cs. in C. W.A., Nore.)

AVONVALE, AVONVALE, BRECON and EGGESPORD are now required
BRECON, to return to Mediterranean for refits at an
EGGESFORD. earlier date than was originally anticipated.

(2) They will be sent to their home ports to 
adjust complements and give leave on arrival in 
U.K* and will return to Mediterranean on 
completion.

(3) My 010050 and 032135 refer.
(v.C.N.S. 162352A to C. in C. Nore.)

Operations. 
North Sea.
WAR DIWAN apparently part of A.T.M. 14 mined. 
Believed broke in 2 close northwest of Nieuwe 
Sluis. Survivors being picked up.
(N.C. Force T 161455A to Com* Belgium.)
R.F.A. WAR DIWAN is broken in 2 parts and in 
following position:
(a) Fore part 051° 25’ 45” N. 003° 29’ 37” E.

(b) Aft part 051° 25’ 31” N. 003° 27' 21” E. Both visible at all 
state of tide.
Fore part was shelled to settle wreck which was drifting, and 
both parts are now securely grounded. Have on board 36 survivors 
including master and pilot all are uninjured. Intend to land them 
at Ostend tonight one engineer officer and 4 ratings missing. 
(FRANKLIN 161610A to Admty.)

WAR DIWAN 
mined in 
the Schelde.

/Landing
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Operations.
North Sea - Conta.
Your Li 1213A and 151450A. 14 L.C.M. and a limited
number of L.G.V.P. can be made available. Suggest 
formal request be made through appropriate 
lend-lease channels. Early information of require 
ments is essential for planning purposes.
Refs. 141213A. A request on Admiralty for 

British craft to be made available to be manned by 21 Army 
Group for police work on German rivers during and after 
hostilities having proved abortive information is requested 
whether any U.3. L.C.V.(P.) or other craft could be made available 
for this purpose and tinder these conditions.
151450A. 21st Army Group require 14 L.C.M. (3) for use as ice 
breakers on the Meuse and Rhine. They would be converted, manned 
and maintained by the Army. Admiralty are unable to supply any 
and no suitable substitute can be found from British sources. 
Request I may be informed whether any U.S.L.C.M. (3) could be 
provided for this purpose and if so how many. Arrangements 
would be made to lift them to Ostend with or iamediately after 
the last batch of L.C.M. for 12th Army Group.
(Comnaveu 161721 to A.N.C.X.P.)

Landing Craft 
for German 
Rivers.

Situation Cositintrep No. 256 part 4. Discharge by Sea
Report. 15th December. •
British Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk ]
Antwerp - - 6,393 113345
Ostend 2,734 125 1,461 343
Boulogne - - 1,518 -

Dieppe 18 — 3,131 —
Caen 1,478

Total 2,752 125 13,981 12,688
U.S. North. 
Antwerp 2 18,955
Cherbourg - - 6,847 7,253
Le Havre 57 243 4,836 182
Rouen 3,412 1,436 4,209 4,567
Morlaix — — — -

Granville - — 1,542 —

Total 3,469 1,681 36,389 12,002
(S.H.A.E.F. 161800A to War Office.)

of
No. 256 part 2 Naval. '

Y/reck of S3. FORT MAI30N NEUVE is now reported in channel.
SS. V/AR DIV/AN mined believed broken in two close northwest 

Nieuwe Sluis.
(3) Captured ports - Le Havre. Trials of locks at Bassin de 
l'Eure and Bassin Bellot have proved satisfactory and 8 
additional liberty berths are now available. This makes a total of 
20 liberty berths at this port.

/Cumulative...
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OperatIona.
North Sea-

Situation Cumulative figures from 1st - 15th Dec. inc!
Report. 
(Contd.)

U.3.

Cherbourg 421 _ 154,653 19,083
Brittany Ports 118 62,775 775
Le Havre 53,688 3,630 94,386 -
Rouen 19,575 7,509 62,105 21,692
Antwerp 255 24 207,411 4,450

Total 73,939 11,281 581,330 46,000
(A.N.C.X.F. 162225A to Admty.)

Operations.
Channel.

Patrols. Intend at 1400 today 16th M.T.Bs. 760 (S.O.),
752, 737 for A/S patrols in accordance with C. 
in C. Portsmouth 151804.
(3) Ordered leave patrol when relieved 3 M.T.Bs. 

sailing from Portland 1400/17th or if weather unsuitable.
(N.O.I.C. Portland 161140A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

At 1700 be in 50° 10’ 01° 40* W. spread north south 2 
miles apart in sequence from north LA SURPRISE, BRILLIANT,
ANTHONY, WATCHMAN.
(2) Search 090° to 00° 50’ W.

(C» in C» Portsmouth 161230A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force.) 
Air patrols. My 281728 para* 12* A. Night 16/l7th 

patrol 3 and 4 Leigh Light Liberators. Day 17th patrols 4 and 5 
Swordfish 3 Liberators.
B» 838 Squadron TOS. 842 Squadron SUD.

(C* in C. Portsmouth 161534A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force.) 
17th day patrols, search areas limits shown:

(2) M.T.Bs. 01° 40' 01° 55* W- 50° 30* 50° 15’.
(3) WATCHMAN, ANTHONY 3 miles each side H Channel 49° 55' 50°
15' or if no M.T.Bs. 50° 20’. •
(4) BRILLIANT, LA SURPRISE 01° 55' 01° 30’ W. 49° 55' 49° 47'.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 161640A to Portsmouth A/3 Patrol Forces.

R/C of It is felt that the possible sanctuary for U-Boats
Channel Is. (Germans) in and around the Channel Is. should be
for U-Boats. kept more fully under observation.(2) Flak prevents coastal command A/C carrying 

out close patrol.
(3) It is therefore requested that a frequent 

visual or P/R may be arranged to find out whether any submarines 
are present on the surface in the area.
(C* in C« Plymouth 161434A to Admty»)

/Congratulations
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Operations.
Channel - Contd.

Congratulations Although Army replacements may be loaded and sailed 
to Southampton from Southampton for some further time, it may now 
Hards organisa- be said that the main sustained movement in the 
tion. shuttle service from the Southampton Hards has been

completed.
(2) Approx. 75,000 vehicles, 300,000 men and over 
16,000 railway waggons have been sailed from the 

Southampton Hards to France. Many minor difficulties have had to 
be resolved in reaching this satisfactory achievement which in my 
view reflects great credit on all those concerned.
(3) The Allied Armies owe much to your endeavour. Please accept 
my sincere congratulations, and thanks.
(C« in C» Portsmouth 161818A to SQUID.)

Operations.
Western Approaches.

CAMELLIA. 3.0.C.5 E.G. 162023 and my 161455.
If weather permits CELANDINE fuelling from convoy 
today 17th, CAMELLIA is to proceed to Londonderry 
for repairs and CELANDINE is to resume weather 

reporting duties on completion of fuelling.
(2) If weather unsuitable for fuelling, CELANDINE is to return to 
base fuelling at Moville en route, and CAMELLIA is to return to 
weather reporting area*
(3) CELANDINE report intentions as soon as possible.
(C* in C. W.A. 160055A to CELANDINE, CAMELLIA.)

CAMELLIA is to close H.X. 324 at best speed estimated P.C.S. 
0800A/16 51.01 N. .19.02 W. 088, 9£, S.O. in EASTVIEY/, and endeavour 
to make good repair.
(2) CELANDINE is to remain in area until further orders. CAMELLIA’S 
151730 refers.

(C* in C. W.A. 160218A to CAMELLIA, CELANDINE.)
CAMELLIA will R/V with you today Saturday to braze 4 inches 

flange to 1 inch Copper pipingfbr boiler fan engine. Report 
whether this work can be carried out.

(C. in C. W.A. 160223A to S.O.E.G. C.6.)
Your 160218A have 34y> fuel remaining now. Can maintain present 

course and speed until 1800A Sunday 17th. Must then return to 
Moville for fuel. My P.C.3. 052° 57’ 020° 09’ 071° 4 knots. 

(CELANDINE 160358A to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 160218A. Am proceeding to relieve CELANDINE. P.C.S. H.X. 

324 makes R/V impossible.
(2) Request R/V with next convoy passing through my patrol area to 
effect repairs.
(3) My E.T.A. in 053° N. 020° V/. 1330A today Saturday-

(CAMELLIA 160858A to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 161252. Am unable to intercept H.X. 324. My 160858A 

1*6 f*6 PS •
(CAMELLIA 161735A to C. in C. W.A.)

/Patrols••
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Operations.
Y/estern Approaches - Contd.

Patrols. Sailed NYASALAND to R/V E.G. 18 at 1300A. My
152344A refers.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 160304A to C. in C. W.A.)
My 152344 sailed HOSTE to R/V E.G. 18 at 2200A today 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 160806A to C. in C. Y/.A.)

6th E.G. NEW Y/ATERFORD 3 frigates patrol off south west Ireland 
4th E.G. Cape Y/rath area. 3rd E.G. in area north of Ireland.
(C* in C. Y/.A. 161407 A to Admty.)

(1) E.G. 26 pass Gate at 0900A tomorrow December 17 and proceed 
to relieve 21st S.G. as follows:
2 ships of 26th E.G. relieve CONN, BYRON and DEANE carrying out zig
zag search between positions 090° Bishop Rock 13 and 180° Lizard 
Head 13. 3 ships of 26th E.G. relieve FITZROY, RUPERT and REDMILL
carrying out zig zag search 50*25 N« 05.25 Y/. and 50.48 N» 04-53 V/.
(2) Further signal will follow to S.G. 21*

(C« in C. Plymouth 161611A to 3.0.E.G. 26, 21.)
Be prepared to attack U-Boats which have broken off contact 

from convoy R.A. 62 and may be scattered along "Blue’1 route.
(C. in C. H.F. 161813 to S.G. 20.)
On completion of training p.m. 17th December N.O.I.C. 

Campbeltown is requested to sail 30th E.G. to Belfast Lough for fuel 
(2) On completion of fuelling F.O.I.C. N.I. is requested to sail 
30th E.G. to patrol area bounded by A. Tuskar Rock, B. St* Davids 
Head. C. 51° 17* 05° 00’. D. 52° 00* 07° 00*.

(C. in C. W.A. 162316A to N.O.I.C. Campbeltown, F.O.I.C. N.I.) 
Request you will sail 1st E.G. a.m. 18th Dec. to relieve 6th 

E.G. and operate in area quoted in my 151118.
(2) E.T.A. 09° V/. to be reported. At that time 1st E.G. assume 
code word "Skunk'* and 6th S.G. leave patrol area and proceed via 
Q. Z.S. 612 to Milford Haven for fuel and short lay over.

(C. in C. W.A. 162319A to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven.)

Possible H.X. 324. Consider it possible we are being
U-Boat. shadowed by U-Boat* Further unidentified enemy

signals intercepted by M/F D/F last night. My 15021 
refers.
(2) Mac ships in company unable to fly off A/C due t 

weather. Request shore based A/C may be sent if you consider 
shadowing is likely.
(3) My P.C.S. 051° 04* N» 016° 55* V/. 085° 9f knots. Y/eather report 
4362 0012.
(3.0.E.G. C.6 161159A to C. in C. Y/.A.)

Your 161159* Shore based aircraft not available owing to 
weather at base. Nothing heard by shore stations to corroborate 
your report.
Signal further details of times, frequencies, bearings and nature 
of signals referred to.

(C. in C. Y/.A. 161540A to 3.0.S.G. C. 6.)
A.S.V. Mk.XI 
in Coastal 
Command.

Your 062235. Naval A/U Sqdns. fitted A.S.V. Mk XI 
which are not embarked in carriers are being lent to 
to H.Q.C.C. as they become available. (2) Air 
Ministry are now considering the re-equipment of a 
squadron in Coastal Command with Swordfish III fitte 
A.S.V. Mk. XI.(D.N.A.O. 161957A to C. in C. Y/.A., H.Q.C.C.)
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Patrol.

Operations.

Norway

Negative patrol, torpedoes expended. 1800A 
P.C.S. 064° 34', 0096 14’ E., 270°, 9. 
(UTSIRA, 161830A to P. U. S/M. )

Operations 
Northern Waters

Return of 9th E.G. less MONNOW detached by G.S.l for
E.G. 9 from Greenock. Request confirmation of destination.
R.A. 62. My P.G.S. 63° N., 2° 40’ W., 197°, 10 knots.

Weather 5381 1446.
(S.U. E.G.9, 160200A to C. in G. W.A.)
Your 160200 proceed to Londonderry.
(C. in C. W.A. , 160916A to S.O. E.G.9.)

CASSANDRA. 20th Escort Group sailed 0745A/I6th December.
P.0. 1st C.S. 110855 not to all addressees refers. 
Route adjusted to pass northward of Russian S/M 
area. S. of A. 13-g- knots.
(S.B.N.O. N.Russia, 160815A toAdmty.)

CASSANDRA now alongside at Rosta, examination by divers 
proceeding. Expect to be able to arrange docking and temporary 
repairs sufficient to send ship to U.K. non-operational in 
R.A. 64 or 65.
(2) Pour officers and 60 ratings are being sent home in 20th 
Escort Group.
(S.B.N.O. N.Russia, 160820A to Admty.)

Patrol. SLEUTH is to proceed direct from position (Y)
059° 01’ N., 001° 35' W. on surface at C.O. 
discretion to (z) 058° 45’ N., 001° 15' E. to 
establish patrol line length 30 miles direction 
000u 180° raid-point (z).
(S/m .9, 161301A to SLEUTH.)

Mining.

Deep mining My 151453. Arrived PLOVER, escort CONQUEROR,
off Hartland (P.O. I.C. Milford Haven, 160851A to C. in G. 
Point. Plymouth.)

Minesweeping Sitrep.
in Channel. Negative result from "Link" and other operations.

Anticipated operation will be completed by 
Monday 18th December. Static pulsing of Passe 
du Nord Ouest Channel between harbour entrance 

and A.6 Buoy commenced 1330/l5th Dec. and continued overnight. 
Position of mine reported in my 141033A was 195° Cap de la Heve 
3.2 miles.
(Capt. M/S. N.P., 160913A to C.T.P. 125.)

/Your • • •
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Mining
Your 151910, para. 1. In view of forthcoming 
withdrawal of 168 Minesweeping Flotilla regret this cannot be undertaken.
(C.T.F. 125, 160935A to C. in C. Portsmouth.) Static pulsing with special cable has now been 
carried out from position 4 cables north-east of A.6 Buoy in Passe du Nord Ouest Channel at Havre to a position 

2 cables east of Diguenord in the Avant Port for a period of 20 hours. It is intended to sail M.M.S. 1030 to Portsmouth 
at 0800 tomorrow Sunday to load additional cable in order to 
complete Static pulsing of the remaining western half of channel.
(Capt. M/S. N.F., 161743A to C.T.F. 125.)

Minesweeping Probability is foreseen of small H/S commitments 
in East in East Schelde after departure of Force A.Schelde. (2) Propose that F.O. I.C. 1731 should be

responsible for such operation with a small 
force operated by N.0.I.C. 1732.
(3) If you concur, request you will allocate four M. M. S. to F.O. I.C. 1731 to be based at Terneuzen and to 

work under Com. Belgium when not required by F.O.I.C. 1731.
(4) These would be supplemented when required by ships referred to in your 131400, para. 3.
(A.N.C.X.F. , 161213A to C. in C. Nore.)

War Diary.

Minesweeping 
in Channel. 
(Contd.)

Minesweeping ' Have cleared in G formation area between 
off Milford following positions to a depth 20 fathoms.
Haven. All the following positions are N. and W. unlessotherwise indicated.

(1) 051° 37* 30" , 005° 22’42" . (2) 051° 34’30" .. . „ 005° 22*42". (3) 051° 35*00", 005° 30*54".(4) 051 38*05", 005u 30*54". Negative result. ProceedingSwansea.
(S.O. M/S.4, 161358A to N. 0. I.C. Milford Haven.)

Minesweeping One red ground mine detonated in position 051° off Ostend. 22*10" N., 002° 33’48" E.
(FLORIZEL, 161401A to C. in C. Nore.)
(1) Remain in Margate Roads until further orders.
(2) Proceed to Ostend on Monday 18th December, sweeping LL/SA E.G.M.S. south of central line between N.F.5 and N.F. 8 Buoys.

(3) Use Q.Z.S.584 entering and leaving Ostend, keeping to 
northern half of channel between 0.D.4 and O.D. 5 Buoys.
(4) Speed restrictions in accordance with Q.Z.Y.525.(5) Attention is called to C. in C. Nore's 141551 December.(6) C. in C. Nore is to be kept informed of progress and of movements.
(7) In the case of bad weather Flotilla may proceed to Small Downs or Margate Roads for shelter.
(8) You are not to anchor within one mile of the eastern end of ^.Z.H.450.
(C. in C. Nore, 161617A to GLEANER.)

/Proceed ..
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Mining
Minesweeping 
off Ostend. 
(Contd.)

Proceed to Small Downs on Monday 18th December. 
On passage carry out LL/SA E.G.M.S. north side 
of centre line N.F.8 to N.F. 5 Buoys.
(2) Continue with present sweeping programme 
tomorrow Sunday unless otherwise ordered.
(C. in C. Nore, 161725A to FLGRIZEL.)

Minesweeping Operation "Calendar” .
of Schelde. (1) Sweep today Saturday 16th December SA/LL.

(a) N.F.18 to N.F.13 also proposed new channel 
in accordance with C. in C. Nore’s 151630A.(b) Hoofdpladt.

(c) LAA sweep in Ghent Canal Oropesa N.F. 18 to N.F.13 also 
proposed new channel in accordance with C. in C. Nore's 151630A.
(2) One ground mine by P.P. in Hansweerd entrance on 14th.
(3) Survey continues. (4) Nil. ,
(5) M.M/S. 253, 175, 216, B.Y.M.S. 2051, 2157, 2173, M.F.V.1027, (and?) 1074.
(Capt. M/S. F.A., 161810A to C. in C. Nore.)

Mine swept 
south of 
Channel Is.

South-western 2 miles of Q.Z.X. 1449 cleared.
One G.Y. star mine cut in position 48° 53.9' N., 
02 29.6' w. Intend continuing clearance
tomorrow 17th December.
(S.O. M.S.F.14, 162210 to Admty.)

Navigational
Goodwin My 062126 to A.C. Dover.
Sands light It is desired to use Kansas and Falcon light
vessels. vessels for the North and South Goodwin stations

as these vessels are ready for immediate service. Do you concur?.
(Director of Navigation, 161259A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Antwerp.

Lost Battle
Practice
Target.

Port Facilities
If SKYRACK's engines are unreliable vide A.C.I.C's 
151326 she will be of negative value for this 
important work.
(Com. Belgium, 161221 to Admty.)
U.S. ships can now be accepted at the rate of 5 each day.
(N.O.I.C. Antwerp, 161730A to Com. Z, A.N.C.X.F.)

Casualties and Defects
My 151915A. It has since been ascertained that 
target was submerged and not adrift. Target has 
been slipped and has sunk in position 043° 10' N. 
009° 34' W. at 0930A. Escorting HESPERIA to 
Gibraltar. P.C.S. 043° 08’ 009* 35’, 200°, 12 
knots until 1415A thence 180".
(KILMINGTON, 160945A to Admty.)

/PRINSES MARIA PIA...
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C a s u a l t i e s  and D e f e c ts  -  C o n td .

I t  a p p e a rs  fro m  L lo y d s  t h a t  PRINSES MARIA PIA 
s u f f e r e d  a c a s u a l t y  on 1 5 t h  D ecem ber. R e q u e s t 
you f u r n i s h  a r e p o r t  and s t a t e  when v e s s e l  w i l l  
b e  re a d y  t o  s a i l .
(D . o f  S . T . ,  161738A  t o  D .S .T .O . B e l f a s t . )

C .A .F .O . 2 1 2 0 / 1 9 4 4 .
(A ) PORT MAISON^NEUVE. (B ) B r i t i s h .
(C )  1 5 t h  D e c . ,  1 2 2 5  G.M.T. (? D )  0 5 0 °  N .P .1 4  
1 m ile .  (E )  M ine. ( P )  Sunk in  p o s i t i o n  
5 1 .2 4 . 0 9  N . ,  0 3 . 2 1 . 2 0  E . (G ) 37 la n d e d  

T e rn e u z e n , 8 la n d e d  O s te n d , 12  p ic k e d  up by MENDIP, 7 p ic k e d  
up by  COTTESMORE.
(N .O .I .C .  O s te n d , 161826A  t o  A d m ty .)

JOHAN VAN L o s t  p o r t  a n c h o r  have no S .B . e n g in e  r e q u i r e
OLDENBARNE- 4  tu g s  im m e d ia te ly .
VELT. (JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT, 1 6 2 1 1 8  t o  S e a f o r t h

R a d i o . )
We a r e  now a s h o re  on P lu c k in g to n  B ank. M a s te r .  
(JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT, 162126Z  t o  S e a f o r t h  
R a d i o . )

We a r e  s t i l l  in  7 fa th o m s w a te r ,  b u t  h u r r y  up w i th  t u g s .
M a s te r .
(JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT, 162144 Z  to  S e a f o r t h  R a d i o . )

War D ia ry .

PRINSES 
MARIA PIA.

PORT MAISON 
NEUVE.

S h ip p in g  and Convoys

T .A .C . ,
T .A .L . F o r e c a s t  o f  convoy
C onvoys.

T .A .C .
8 2

T .A .C .
83

T .A .C .
8 4

Thames 
G ate  

Dumpton 
O ste n d

2 2 4 0 / 2 1
0 4 2 0 / 2 2
1 5 2 0 / 2 2

1 1 2 0 / 2 2
1 7 0 0 / 2 2
0 4 0 0 / 2 3

1 2 2 0 / 2 3
1 8 0 0 / 2 3
0 5 0 0 / 2 4

T .A .L .
72

T .A .L .
7 3

T .A .L .
7 4

Thames 
G ate  

Dumpton 
O ste n d

0 4 2 0 / 2 2
0 8 2 0 / 2 2
1 5 2 0 / 2 2

1 7 0 0 / 2 2
2 1 0 0 / 2 2
0 4 0 0 / 2 3

1 8 0 0 / 2 3
2 2 0 0 / 2 3
0 5 0 0 / 2 4

A l l  t im e s  a r e  B .S .T .
S p eed s: T .A .C . convoys 6 k n o ts .
(Com. S o u th e n d , 161854A  to  N.O. I .

s a i l i n g s : -

T .A .C . T .A .C . T .A .C . T .A .C .
85  86  » 87  88

1 3 4 0 / 2 4  1 4 5 0 / 2 5  1 5 5 0 / 2 6  1640/27  
1 9 2 0 / 2 4  2 0 3 0 / 2 5  1 1 3 0 / 2 6  222C/27 
0 6 2 0 / 2 5  0 7 3 0 / 2 6  0 8 3 0 / 2 7  0 9 2 / 2 8

T .A .L . T .A .L . T .A .L . T .A .L.
7 5  7 6  77  78

1 9 2 0 / 2 4  2 0 3 0 / 2 5  2 1 3 0 / 2 6  222C/27 
2 3 2 0 / 2 4  0 0 3 0 / 2 6  0 1 3 0 / 2 7  02 2 1 /2 8  
0 6 2 0 / 2 5  0 7 3 0 / 2 6  0 8 3 0 / 2 7  0 9 2 0 /2 8

T .A .L . convoys 9 k n o ts .
. O s te n d . )

/M a jo r  . . .
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Shipping and Convoys - Contd.
Major Following is summary 69 of major troopships 
Troopship movements in and out of Clyde and Liverpool 
Movements. during period to 15th January, 1945.
Serial
No,, Convoy Ship Port Due
(A ), „ln -

1,) A.T.172A U.S. WAKEFIELD Liverpool 19 Dec.(2.) C.U. 50 As already 20 Dec.
notified

(3,) A.T.174 QUEEN ELIZABETH Clyde 22 Dec.
(*<) A.T.175 MAURETANIA Liverpool 25 Dec.
U ! ) C.U. 51 Ships not yet 28 Dec.allocated to

ports(6') A.T.176 AqUITANIA Clyde 28 Dec.) A.T.177 PASTEUR Liverpool 30 Dec.( 8,) C.U. 52 Ships not yet 5 Jan.allocated to
ports

(9) M.K.F.37 Ships not yet 6/7 Jan.allocated to
ports.

(10;) A.T.179 QUEEN MARY Clyde 7 Jan.(11 > A.T.178 NIEUW AMSTERDAM Clyde 10 Jan.(12,) A.T.180 QUEEN ELIZANETH Clyde 14 Jan.(13,I A.T.179A U.S. WAKEFIELD Liverpool 15 Jan.
(B) Out - Sails(l4)1 T.A.170B U.S. MOUNT VERNON Liverpool 19 Dec.(l5 1 - ANDES Liverpool 21 Dec.(16 1 T.A.173 QUEEN MARY Clyde 21 Dec.(l7 ! T.A.172A U.S. WAKEFIELD Liverpool 22 Dec.(18)1 U.C. 50A U.S. ships ex 24 Dec.C.U.50 plus

ATHLONE CASTLE ex Liverpool(19)i T.A.174 QUEEN ELIZABETH Clyde 28 Dec.(20)l T.A.175 MAURETANIA Liverpool 31 Dec.(21) U.C. 51A U.S. ships ex
C.U.51 1 Jan.(22) K.M.S.76 DUNERA Clyde 2 Jan.(23)i T.A.176 AQUITANIA Clyde 3 Jan.(24) K. M. F. 38 Composition will 5 Jan.
be notified
shortly

T.A.177 PASTEUR Liverpool 5 Jan.(26) U.C. 52A Possibly -
RANGITATA, Liverpool)
HIGHLAND BRIGADE, Clyde ) 9 Jan.
HIGHLAND PRINCESS. Liverpool)(27) T.A.179 QUEEN MARY Clyde 13 Jan.(28) T.A.178 NIEUW AMSTERDAM Clyde 14 Jan.

2. The above is for your information and guidance and is liableto alteration during period to 24th December when further 
signal will be made.
(D. of S.T., 162019A to P.S.T.Os. Clyde, N.W. Ports.)
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North Atlantic.
KILMINGTON KILMINGTON’s 151915 (KILMINGTON reported tow parted

and 160945 have been passed to V. A.M. and C. in C. 
Med.
(F.O.G.M.A., 161507A to Adraty. etc).

KILMINGTON's 160945 not to all. H.M.R.T. HESPERIA is to 
be detached to Freetown as ordered by your A.M. 111357 refers. 

(D.O.D. (H), 161650A to F.O.G.M.A.)

KILBURNIE, KILBURNIE is to sail (at) 1400A Dec. (l6th?) to
BERGAMOT. relieve BERGAMOT as close escort to Cableship

MIRROR in position (s) 037° 4' N. , (?009°) (14'?) W 
(2) MIRROR is repairing Gibraltar/Lisbon number 

2 cables in position (S).13) Route through Northern half of Straits thence through posit Q) 035° 59’ N. , 006° 10' W.

R) 036° 55' N., 009° 05' W. to (S).
4} S. of A. 12 knots.
5) E.T.A. 28th (S) 0800A/Dec. 18th.6) BERGAMOT is to arrange R/V if not in position (s).
7) On relief BERGAMOT is to return Gibraltar through position 
R) thence through position (T) 035° 51' N., 006° 10' W. 
F.O.G.M.A., 161651A to KILBURNIE, BERGAMOT).

Gibraltar Cancel my 231616 Nov. Following organisation of
Escort Force. Gibraltar Escort Force is intended.

2. 38th Escort Group, LEITH (S.O.) CONVOLVULUS, 
ANCHUSA, 39th Escort Group, ENCHANTRESS (S.O.), 

SPIRAEA, HYDERABAD, 40th Escort Group, BALINDERRY (S.O. )
BERGAMOT, CYCLAMEN, 41st Escort Group, DELPHINIUM (S.O.), STO 
ALISMA.
3. State escorts JONQUIL, NADA (Y.S.), Ships of 51st Auxiliary 
A/S Group.
4. Should it become necessary to recommence S.L./O.S. convoys, 
it is the intention to employ ships of the 51st Auxiliary A/S 
Group and spare ships as Sheep Dog Escorts whilst employing the 
Escort Groups in para. 2 as Support Groups for O.S., S.L. , M.K.S., 
and K.M. S. convoys in the approaches to Mediterranean.
(F.O.G.M.A., 161805A to Admty)•

/
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M e d ite r ra n e a n .
V i s i t  r e f e r r e d  to  i n  my 111838 p o s tp o n e d  24 h o u rs . (C . i n  C. M ed ., 160515 to  A dm ty).D a te s  i n  my 151821 sh o u ld  now re a d  1 7 th  to  2 0 th  D ecem ber.
(C . i n  C. M ed ., 160724A to  V.A.M. e t c ) .

BERWICK S a i l  to  M a lta  o n  c o m p le tio n  o f  d is e m b a rk a t io n
a d j u s t  sp eed  a s  r e q u i s i t e  and a r r i v e  0 8 3 0 A /1 7 th . (2 )  R oute Q.B. B 's  215» 338 and b a s i c  e a s tb o u n d  e n t e r i n g  M a lta  by Q .B .B . (1 2 3 ? )(C) (3 )  Codeword " S to c k a d e " 423 .(4 )  C. in  C. M ed 's 132233 r e f e r .(N .O .I .C . T u n i s i a ,  161148A t o  BERWICK).My 161148 s a i l e d .(F .O . T u n i s i a ,  161745A t o  V.A. M a l ta ) .

A ir  C o s i t i n t  
r e p  No. 524» 
p a r t  3 .

C o a s ta l  A ir  F o rc e . Day 15» F our B e a u f ig h te r s  e s c o r te d  by fo u r  S p i t f i r e s  s c o re d  h i t s  o n  a  300 
to n  s te a m e r  and two s m a ll  v e s s e l s  i n  th e  n o r th  A d r i a t i c .(H. Q. , M .A.A .F. , 161149A ).

ATHENE ATHENE i s  due G i b r a l t a r  1 8 th  D ec. R eq u es t ap p ro v ato  s a i l  h e r  u n e s c o r te d  to  U.K.(C . i n  C. M ed ., 161307A t o  A dm ty). R ep ly : Admty. 
1714I7A .

COLOMBO,
Z a ra .

A c t in g  C a p ta in  K.M.L. R o b in so n  R.N. h as  assum ed command o f  COLOMBO and d u t i e s  o f  S .B .N .O . Z ara  a s  from  p .m . / l 6 t h  D ec.( COLOMBO, 161747 to  Admty) .

DROTTNINGHOLM A.M. 062135 and A.M. 141732 (E xchange o f  German, B r i t i s h ,  A rg e n tin e  and T u rk is h  c i v i l i a n s ) .  No 
o b j e c t i o n  i n  th e  c i r c u m s ta n c e s .
(C . i n  C. M ed ., 161802A t o  A dm ty).

BARLE, 
USK, SHIEL.

R eq u es t you w i l l  r e p o r t  w here BARLE, USK and SHIEL a r e  to  be docked  and when th e y  sh o u ld  a r r i v e .  P a r a .  1 o f  A.M. 241720/N ovem ber, n o t to  a l l  r e f e r s .  2. S h ip s  c a n  le a v e  U.K. 2 8 th  D ec.
(D .O .D .(F ) 161817A to  C. i n  C. M ed).

C o s i t i n t r e p  G ree ce . A th e n s /P i r a e u s  a r e a .  Good p r o g r e s s  was N o .526 p a r t  made i n  c le a r a n c e  o p e r a t io n s  a t  P i r a e u s  d u r in g  4* 1 5 th  D ec. T h e re  was l o c a l  a c t i v i t y  o n ly  i nA th en s w ith  some enemy s h e l l i n g  o f  th e  c i t y  c e n t r e  d u r in g  th e  a f te r n o o n .  L a n d in g  o f  t r o o p s  and 
s t o r e s  was d e la y e d  by bad w ea th e r*I t  i s  c o n firm e d  t h a t  th e  E .L . A. S. a t t a c k  on  s m a ll  d e tach m en t o f  I n d ia n  t r o o p s  ( s e e  C o s i t i n t r e p  no. 525 p a r t  4) to o k  p la c e  a t  K r io n e ro .(A .F .H . Q ., 161830A t o  W.O. )

/GRADISCA.. .
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Mediterranean - Contd.
GRADISCA, Your 151756 which has been passed to B.A.D. and
interception. Cominch. Hague Conventions confer no right to 

impose permanent ban on proposed voyage if for 
legitimate purposes, and predominant allied 

interest in maintaining them in full force makes adoption of 
course (c) undesirable. Deliberate breach of Conventions 
following closely on loss of TEUBINGEN might lead to denunciation 
by German Government.
2. Therefore while appreciating the advantages of course (c) it 
is necessary that course proposed in your para. 2 (b) should be 
adopted.
3« You have discretion to intercept and examine GRADISCA on her 
outward voyage and to provide her with route to and from Suda 
clear of minefields.
!+♦ War Office are considering (a) your para, k  and (b) whether 
opportunity should be taken to embark German repatriables in 
advance of exchange referred to in Admty. 271918. Further 
instructions will follow.
5* Request immediate report when GRADISCA is intercepted on her 
return voyage of numbers of cases (a) eligible for repatriation 
(b) requiring more than 6 months treatment and (c) lightly 
wounded, for coiranunication to War Office.
(Hd. of M. Appd. V.C.N.S. , 161903A to C. in C. Med).

Suez Canal (l) Relationships are good and present arrangement 
for working of Suez Canal run very smoothly from 
naval point of view. S. N. 0. R. S.C. A. is anxious 

lest any change would result in loss of control.
(2) Transfer of administration to Paris it is hoped will not 
affect present operational control of canal and company dockyard 
and workshops.
(3) If Admiralty after transfer will still ■ mtrol (2) above 
no objection is seen to transfer.
(F.O.L.E.M. , 162008B to Admty). e r / fS :

Movements, Arrival l6th Dec. BICESTER, PENTSTEMON, L.S.T. 
Greece. 32, L.S.T.35 > M.L. 1126, MULLET, CAMERONIA,

TOSCANIA (Hospital Ship) NEWFOUNDLAND.
Departure. U.S.S. BRADFORD, H.M.S. BICESTER, 

LAMERTON, L.S.Ts. 32, 35, 561, 601, AMENITY, MULLET, BERGENSFIORD 
(S.B.N.0. Greece, l62200Bto Admty).

Situation 1. An Italian swimming Saboteur has been
Report No.507. arrested while attempting to leave Port Area at 

Leghorn. His mission was to introduce equipment 
for future operations. Equipment has been 

located and collected intact.
2. On ll+th December British Troops in Missolonghi area were 
subject to unprovoked E.L.A.S. attack. They concentrated at 
Krionero. in Kalidhon Bay and evacuation commenced following day. 
H.M.S. RINALDO and H.M.S. BEAUFORT were sent to assist. Evacua
tion carried out under rebel fire and covered by naval close 
support fire was completed by 0l|00 on l6th December. Details not 
yet available except that there were no naval casualties. Army's 
guns reported saved but believed armour and 80 vehicles probably 
abandoned. Situation at Patras very tense.

/3...
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M e d ite r ra n e a n .
..................  -  ■  1 1

3* W ith d raw a l from  K a v a l la ,  V o lo s , K a la m a ta , L e y k a s , P r e v e z a ,  n o r th  s h o re  g u l f  o f  C o r in th  and I o n ia n  I s l a n d s  h a s  b e e n  o t- i f f e n c d ^by  3 C o rp s . P re v io u s  r e p o r t  had n o t in d i c a t e d  any in c r e a s e  i n  t e n s io n  a t  th e s e  p o s i t i o n s .1+. A t P i r a e u s  bad w e a th e r  i s  d e la y in g  d is c h a r g e  o f  r e in f o r c e m e n ts  o f  t r o o p s  and v e h i c l e s .  P r o g r e s s  c o n t in u e s  i n  c le a r a n c e  o f  S o u th e rn  P e n in s u la .  Navy a g a in  p ro v id e d  c lo s e  s u p p o r t .
5 . S i t u a t i o n  a t  o t h e r  p o r t s  a s  f o l lo w s ;  S a lo n ik a .  E .L .A .N .i n  c o n t r o l .  S t r i k e  i n  p r o g r e s s .  M ity le n e . Q u ie t .  N orm al work i n  p r o g r e s s  a s h o r e .  Samos u n s e t t l e d .6 . R .H .N .S . IONIA i s  a s h o re  o n  R ep i I s l a n d  a t  S k ia th o s  and may become t o t a l  l o s s .  A G reek m erchan tm an  i s  a l s o  ag ro u n d  i n  S k ia th o s  C h a n n e l. A l l i e d  War s h ip s  a r e  s ta n d in g  by .
(C . i n  C. M ed ., 162225A ).

S i t u a t i o n  R e p o rt 
No. 507.( c o n td )  •
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East Indies

Flagship Following tran sfer  o f  f l a g  e f fe c te d  from dates
Changes. stated .

(2) Flag o f  V.A.3 from LONDON to SUFFOLK,
16th December. Flag F.O.C. A.O. B.B.F. from 
INDEFATIGABLE to INDOMITABLE, 15th December. 
(V .A.3, 160325Z to  C. in C. E .I .  etc.-)

U-Boat No fresh  information sca les  in a l l  areas remains
d isp o s it io n s ,  unchanged.

(C. in C. E .I .  160406)

V .S .I .S . In view o f  the progressive increases in personnel 
numbers foreshadowed in A.M. 091551 November
and the delay referred to  in para. 4 o f  A.M. 042308 
i t  i s  requested that an in d ica tion  may be given o f  

the dates by which the provision o f  add itiona l V .S .I .S .  and 
V ic tu a ll in g  Carriers w i l l  be implemented progressively .
(2) The l im its  o f  the capacity  o f  Ceylon and the Bombay V ic tu a l l i  
Depot to handle the necessary quantities  o f  V ictu a ll in g  stores 
w il l  be reached before the number o f  personnel reaches the figu re  
foreshadowed f o r  March.
(3) By that date i t  appears that only four V .S .I .S .  are l ik e ly  to  
be ava ila b le , DEM0D0CU3, CITY OF TOKIO, TAI PING and FORT 
PROVIDENCE, with BALTAVIA and the four ca r r ie rs  promised in A.M. 
072220 Oct. It  i s  doubtful whether these ships w i l l  be able to  
cope with the issue and d is tr ib u t ion  o f  stores even up to the 
time when the l im it  o f  Ceylon 's  capacity  is  reached.
(4) It  w i l l  therefore not be poss ib le  to l i f t  any supplies 
from A ustra lia  o r  South A fr ica  in V .S .I .S .
(5) There appears to be three so lu t ion s .
(A) A large and early  increase o f  V .S .I .S .
(B) The provision  o f  additional storage in India on a large 
sca le  to  be supplied d ire ct  from overseas by commercial fr e ig h t .  
Such storage cannot be started the Autumn o f  1945.
(C} Use o f  open dumps in India supplied as in (B).
i 6) Immediate c la r i f i c a t io n  o f  Admiralty in tentions is  requested.(c. in C. E .I .  160456Z to Admty.)

9

Floating-
Docks.

Ref. para. 2 o f  Admty. l e t t e r  DO. 11368/44 dated 
7th September, 1944, and further to para.3 o f  C. 
in C. E .F 's  310609 Oct. Propose a llo ca t ion  o f  
th ird 750 ton dock to Bombay and (? fou rth ) to  
Cochin.
(2) Letter  on a l lo ca t io n  o f  f lo a t in g  docks to  a l l  
ports in East Indies Station fo llow s by a ir  mail. 
(C. in C.E.I.160540Z to Admty.)

B.P.F.
a u x il ia ry
ships.

Onward 
and aux repair  ship
A ll  dates are departure Ceylon and apprx.

/  ( 2 ) . . .
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(2) BROWN RANGER, ALLIGATOR, WEAZEL, EMPIRE JOSE
PHINE unescorted 22nd Dec. for Fremantle.
M.F.V.2046 (A.M. 202116 November refers) to accomp
any this group. ALLIGATOR, WEAZEL and EMPIRE 
JOSEPHINE onward to East Coast. BROWN RANGER 
to remain at Fremantle to assist with fuelling 
(C. in C. B.P.F.030441 refers) and then for onward 

passage to Sydney with Fleet train, see para.7.
(3) GUARDIAN independently end December for Fremantle and Sydney.
(4) WAVE KING early January (C. in C. B.P.F. 030441 refers)
(5) STAGPOOL and LARIAT and INTEGRITY towing A .F.D.17 and 
EMPIRE SAM mid-January for Fremantle and Syndey. Intend to pro
vide escort to Fremantle.
(6) Hospital ship TJITJALENGKk mid-January for Fremantle and 
Sydney.
(7) Fleet train end January for Fremantle and Sydney calling as 
necessary for escorts to refuel. Escort 2 Cruisers to Fremantle 
and 7 minesweepers of 22nd M/S Flotilla throughout. Composition 
UNICORN, RESOURCE, ARTIFEX, TYNE, MONTCLARE, ADAMANT (unless 
deferred C. in C. B.P.F.061312 refers) SPRINGDALE and SALVESTOR.
(8) Signals quoted not to all addressees.
(9) C. in C. B.P.F. and C.S. W.P. S.F. are requested to remark.
(C. in C. E.I• 160627Z to C. in C. B.P.F. Comsouwespac)

War Diary

B.P.F.
auxiliary 
ships. 
(Contd.)

GENERAL Departure U.S.3. GENERAL POPE escorted by URSA and
POPE. UNDAUNTED routed in accordance with C. in C. E.I.

050214 A.C.N.B. 090658 and my 140952. • Signals 
quoted not to all addressees.
(2) S. of A. 19 knots.

(3) E.T.A. position (G) l000Z/19th December, destroyers at 
Trincomalee 2330Z/2lst Dec. GENERAL POPE at Melbourne 0200Z/29th 
Dec.
(6) Radio distinguishing group XC.
(F.0. Bombay, 161009Z to Admty. etc.)

U.S. Transport GENERAL POPE sailed 16th December for U.3.A. 
via Australia with personnel.

(D.S.T.O. Bombay, 161046Z to C» in C. E.I.)

L.C.T(3)’s Request probable date of arrival in India of
for India.. first flight of L.C.T.(3) fitted with DD ramp

extensions our 042020 December and Armindia 131830 
December both not to all refer.
(C. in C. E.I. 161107Z to Admty.)

BANFORA, Anticipate escort available for BANFORA from
CRANE- Persian Gulf to Bombay, your 151948 refers.

(2) This will be subject to the limitations in 
paras. 2 and 3 of my 091125.
(3) This extra commitment is being met by 

allocation of CRANE to Aden Escort Force, ray 140619 not to all 
refers.
(4) Basra pass in P/L to P.A.I.C.
(C. in C. E.I. 161309Z to Admty.)

/r e n o w n • I •
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East In d ie s  -  Contd.

Your 111308Z. Two hundred 15” H.E. on ly  a re  in  
t r a n s i t  t o  T rin com a lee . F u rth er  requirem ents  
f o r  East I n d ie s  a re  being  met from new f i l l i n g  
when a v a i l a b l e .
P rop ose  as a l t e r n a t i v e  RENOWN should embark 219 

A .P .C .  4 c . r . h .  and 501 C.P .G .
Shipment o f  ba lan ce  o f  form er  to  U.K. has been suspended . A.M. 
122119 t o  D .D .A .S . E.T. r e f e r s .
I f  you concur in  t h i s  p ro p o sa l  the C .P .C . requirem ent can be 
met from 561 C .P .G . now in  South A f r i c a ,  but ordered  to  Trincoma
le e  by A.M. 202100 November and 140 C .P .C . at presen t  b e in g  
loa d ed  in  U.K. in  EMPIRE WILSON due at Durban w ith in  s i x  weeks. 
Request you w i l l  arrange shipment o f  219 A .P .O . t o  Durban i f  you 
re q u ire  these  to  be embarked th e re ,  and to  ca n ce l  shipment o f  
the 361 C .P .G . ordered  in  A.M. 202100 November.
(D.G.D. 161803A to  C. in  C. E . I . )

War D ia ry

RENOWN
Ammunition.
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America and West Indies
CAMELLIA CAMELLIA will R/V with you today Saturday to braze

4 inches flange to one inch copper piping for 
boiler fan engine. Report whether this work can 
be carried out.
(C. in C.W.A., 160223A to S.0.E.G.C.6, Info. 
CAMELLIA, CELAliDINE.)

PERTHSHIRE In position V.480, Q. at 2325Z/15 starshell fired 
over ship by unknown craft, evaded action taken, 
lost Radar contact 8 miles present position 246° 
110 Q.
(PERTHSHIRE, 160705Z to Admty. etc.)

iBUXTON BUXTON is no longer required as a training vessel
by Canadian Naval Service. It is proposed she 
be paid off and declared surplus to the War 
Assets Corporation for disposal as in the case of 

MANSFIELD and SALISBURY and the proceeds credited to Admiralty 
account. Request Admiralty approval. Admiralty* s 251826A and 
291930, both of October 1943.
(N.S.H.Q., 161336Z to C.N.M.O.(R) Admty. etc.)

U-boat Estimates.
dispositions (N.C.S.O. Ottawa, 161349Z, Cominch 161605Z.)

Reduction -Your 191808 November refers. Following received 
of bases. from S.B.N.O. Trinidad (begins): My 301617
Trinidad. September, this was passed to Admiralty and B.A.D.

S.B.N.O. W.A.’s 031940 October and formers dealt 
only with the reduction of British naval forces on 
conclusion of German war. There are at present 

approx. 129 R.N. officers and 804 R.N. ratings in Trinidad 
Command employed on A/S defence of Gulf of Paria and minesweeping. 
Merchant ships in all parts of the British Gulf are reduced 
from daily average of 60 in 1942 to 16 in 1944. I believed U.S. 
if approached would be willing to be responsible for A/S protect
ion of their own naval ships working now in Gulf.
(2) In view of above and very slight (?fear) of submarine 
attack on shipping jn Gulf of Paria and inside net at Barbados I 
advocate following action now.
(a) Disband 118th H.D.M.L. Flotilla.
(b) Place indicator loops on care and maintence and release 
30th and 47th M.L. Flotilla.
(d) Retain only the R.N.V.R. manned A/S yachts and miscellaneous 
vessels, (c)Release aH Brit. ys/S and depend on US. Forces at San Juan.
(3) I believe this would effect a reduction of approx. 600 R.N. 
personnel. Details of proposal follow by letter. (Ends.)
I concur in principle with proposed reductions. Request matter 
be referred to American authorities for early decision. Further 
proposals will be forwarded separately.
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 161535 to Admty. (R) B.A.D.)

H.X.322 Average speed 9.25 knots.
Off Fastnet at 0700Z/7. All arrived.
(D.T.D., 161654A to Com. Tenth Fleet C. and R., 
N.S.H.Q. ) /Ships...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
Ships to 
break off 
from O.N. 
Convoys.

In view of present negligible U-boat threat in 
area concerned, it is proposed subject to your 
concurrence that when circumstances permit 
British Controlled ships in O.N. convoys with 
destination South of 30° N. be broken off from 
convoy between 30° and 35° W., ships being 
provided with appropriate alternative route to

destination.(2) Reference would be made to you in respect of each convoy.
(3) BRIDGELAND PARK and TOBIATIC PARK, both for Panama in 
O.N.271 are typical examples where saving of ship-days would be
considerable.
(D.T.D., 161831A to Com. 10th Fleet C. and R. Info. B.A.D.) 
Concur para. 3 (B.A.D.1S2201Z).
Concur (Com. 10th Fleet, 182038Z.)

WILLIAM S.
LADD sunk 10/12.

B.A.D., N.M.C.J.S. have hand. Admty. give to 
H.Q.C.C. U.S. Cargo W.S. LADD sunk by enemy 
action South of Leyte 10th December.
(Cominch, 162109Z to Admty., for O.I.C.)

Trinidad Your 231515. In view of appreciation given in
Bermuda Admty. 191808, it is agreed that defences at
defences. Trinidad should be removed and where practicable,

stored immediately after defeat of Germany.
(2) As regards Bermuda, pending instructions to 
American authorities by Cominch and any remarks 

by you, you should be guided by A.M. 141944 Sept, and 191808, 
bearing in mind need for maxim reduction in personnel 
commitments.(3) Request your proposals for immediate reductions of 
British bases may not be held up for consideration of proposals
for post-German war period.
(Hd. of M. Approved by A.C.N.S.(F), 
Info. B.A.D.)

162116A to S.B.N.O.W.A.

CORSAIR Further to my 291273 Nov. (CORSAIR on her
relief urgently needed in Trinidad from 
January) CORSAIR being turbo electric, main 
drive can steam below 13 knots for only very 

short periods because resisters overheat badly in spite of 
coolers being fitted. structural alterations would be 
necessary to provide accommodation for Chief and P.Os. and 
accommodation for necessary telegraphist ratings would present 
considerable difficulty.
(S.B.N.O.W.A. 162237Z to Admty.)



MOST SECRET

390

War Diary
FOREIGN STATIONS

16.12.1944 
Saturday

Australia and New Zealand
Digest 1060 Navy Catalinas (2) bombed Kudat Waterfront (North 
covering Borneo) early hours blowing up trucks and Lugger
Dec. 15th. AUMOTKHDE (sic) also straffed both sides Kudat

Strip.
(2) Supported by Battleship, ? Fleet Carrier 
and Cruiser Task Groups also land based aircraft 

from Leyte, substantial United States Army Forces landed 
southwest coast Mindoro Islands (?were at first) unopposed. 
Shortly after landing air attacks commenced on ships beached and 
offshore but land forces progressed without interference and by night 
fall held bach-head extending 15 miles southwards from point 
3 miles north of Bugsanga River Mouth: Inward thrust captured
San Jose Town and Airdrome, all objectives gained and perimeter 
defences started. Nil casualties suffered on land.
(3) All types enemy aircraft attacked amphibious craft and
other ships off southwest Mindoro also supporting Naval ships 
further south intermittently throughout day: Effective air
cover prevented damage except to few amphibious craft possibly 
involving one or more suicide crashes although three suicide 
dive bombers attempted to crash on warships in covering force 
without success; Fighter cover shot down 17 Japanese planes 
in day’s total, A/A collected four more.
(4) Mindoro Naval Assault Force shelled and set burning eneiry 
destroyer damaged and hiding in cove south coast Mindoro.
(5) Previous day aircraft sighted 11 small craft Tewde Island 
passage.
(6) At noon search plane sighted one warship described
CUVAONA Class Heavy Cruiser manoeuvring and circling near 
Tizard Bank (10° 20' N. 114° 30’ E.) 8 hours later U.S. S/M
sighted one destroyer 100 miles west of Tizard Bank course 
westerly at 19 knots. May be same ship.
(7) R/C aircraft forenoon-midday sighted shipping off west
coast Luzon described thus: - 3 MITSUKI class Destroyers 80
miles southwest Corregidor course southwest at 14 knots: One
Light Cruiser, two destroyers, two large Freighter Transports 
200 miles northwest of Corregidor course 300° speed 8 knots;
1 Battleship (KONGO Class), two Heavy Cruisers, one destroyer,
135 miles west of Corregidor heading north at 15 knots, followed 
25 miles away by one large transport, 1 large Freighter Transport 
3 destroyers on course at 10 knots. Battleship and Heavy 
Cruiser identification not confirmed.
(8) Ref. Battleship force reported Digest 1059 first para., 
two battleships, two Cruisers, four destroyers, two Torpedo 
Boats arrived Camran Gulf early afternoon 14th.
(15) Search Liberator destroyed one small coastal freighter off 
west coast panayafternoon 14th.(18) Belated R/C report (?15th) relates that Navy Liberator 
straffed and damaged one large Tanker one Gunboat in North 
Channel Balabac Strait; Also saw three Sea Trucks three 
Floatplanes on water Puerto Princesa.
(Q.H.Q. , S.W.P.A., 161110Z. )
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Submarine
a t ta c k
and
s ig h t in g
summary.

For 24 hours to  0900Z /16 th  D ec.
P ara. 0 . (1 )  H .M .C.S. EYEBRIGHT e s c o r t  o f
0JT.S.38 made 7 depth  charge a t ta c k s  p r io r  to  
1227Z /15th  December in  55° 20* N. 06° 39 ’ W. 
(D .D .I .C . 161100A.)

U -boat E stim a tes .
d i s p o s i t io n s  (D .D .I .C . 161446A, 161454A)

»
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Home Commands.
1. On the Western Front a serious enemy offensive 
has been launched between Treves and Eupen, 
"staking everything on this operation" which appe 
as a dangerous gamble.

2, Antwerp can now accept 5- American ships 
daily.

3. (a) C. in C. Plymouth asks for a reinforcement 
of 4 fast escorts (destroyers) for his command, 
(b) lUth Minesweeping Flotilla has swept another 
mine south of the Channel Islands.

lu  LAUZON, frigate and COBOURG, corvette, of 
Escort Group C.6 are hunting a promising U-boat 
contact 15 miles east of Queenstown.

Foreign Stations.
Mediterranean.
5. (a) At the Piraeus, the capture of Lofos Caste 
has relieved the Coastal Force base.
(b) Kalamata was reported evacuated at 0U25B 
today. Evacuation at other ports continued, but 
H.M. ships are not being withdrawn.

6.(a) At Split and Vis, relations with the local 
partisans remain strained, but at Sibenik the 
local authorities are helpful and friendly.
(b) An Allied combined sea and air attack on 
Lussino Island (eastern side of the Great 
Quarero channel; was made today. Destroyers 
released Asino and engaged a motor boat west of 
Canidole Island. Coastal craft chased two 
explosive motor boats into Lussinopiccolo through 
the canal in k k °  32* i+5” N. , ll+° 27* 30" E., and 
engaged shore targets, a bridge over the canal, 
and E-boats berthed inside.

v- /Riviera..•
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SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean - Contd.
7. Last night an Allied force of motor trawlers 
and 16 coastal craft attacked an enemy convoy of 
8 ships (one coaster, four armed lighters, three 
R-boats) near Mesco Point, Gulf of Genoa.
Complete tactical surprise was achieved. Two 

lighters and one R-boat were seen to blow up, 
one lighter was seen capsizing, and hits were 
observed on the coaster. Three of our trawlers 
were hit, with negligible damage. The C.O. of 
the TWOSTEP, A/S M/S trawler, was slightly 
wounded (the only casualty).

East Indies.
8. The British EMPIRE TUDOR, which left Karachi 
on the 8th for Vizagapatam and Calcutta, made an 
"S" report at 2311 from 15.46 N. , 82.10 E., 
stating that she had sighted a submarine and 
torpedo track.

9. Force 67, (INDOMITABLE and ILLUSTRIOUS 
aircraft carriers; NEWCASTLE, ARGONAUT and 
BLACK PRINCE, cruisers; 7 destroyers of 27th 
Flotilla, and the R.F.A. WAVE KING), left 
Trincomalee today under the command of R.A. (A) 
B.P.F. , for Operation "Robson", an air strike on 
Pangkalan Brandan oil refinery.

10. The dredger SUPERWORKER, in convoy from 
Aden to Karachi and Bombay, capsized and sunk 
today in 12.27 N. , 45*45 E. , in the Gulf of Aden. 
The convoy returned to Aden, arriving at 0900/18. 
An inquiry on the 20th found that the loss of 
the SUPERWORKER was due to a leak, the cause of 
which could not be determined. All towing 
arrangements were satisfactory.

11. The corvettes BUGLOSS, BURNET and BETONY 
are to be transferred on loan to the Royal 
Indian Navy, but will continue to be at the 
operational disposal of the C. in C. East Indies, 
for general service in the war against Japan.



MOST SECRET

War Diary

SEA ROVER 
R. of P.

Borneo.

I*

i#

394
17.12.19U4. 
Sunday._____

SITUATION REPORT.

Australia & New Zealand.
12. The submarine SEA ROVER, which returned to 
Premantle today from her 7th Par East patrol, 
during which she was 36 days at sea, reports 
having sunk by gunfire a 200-ton coastal vessel 
on December 7 in the Macassar Strait, taking one 
Japanese and one native prisoner.

13. A U.S. Liberator on a search north of Borneo 
damaged three small frieghters or sea trucks. 
Three U.S. Mitchells damaged a small coaster near 
Soemba Island and left another on fire.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements.
F»Os. i/c Greenock and Liverpool are requested to 
sail AVONVALE to Devonport BRECON and EGGESPORD 
to Portsmouth as convenient to give leave and 
adjust complements. Previous instructions con
cerning destinations of these ships are cancelled.
(2) Leave should be given in accordance with A.P.O. 

5998/44 in one watch to ratings recommissioning, utilising 
remainder of ships* companies as Care and Maintenance parties.
(3) No dockyard work should be undertaken that is not essential 
to enable ships to reach refitting ports in the Mediterranean.
(4) On completion of leave ships are to be sailed to Gibraltar for 
onward routeing as desired by C. in C» Mediterranean.
(5) Refitting ports in Mediterranean will be allocated in due 
course. C. in C« Med. 052014 not to all refers*
(D.O.D.(H) 170027A to F.0s» i/c Greenock, Liverpool, Cs. in C» 
Plymouth, Portsmouth.)

E.T.A. 1430. Have following passengers one flying officer 
R.A.F. one Lieut. R.N.V.R. and 20 naval ratings.

(AVONVALE 171214A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool.)

War Diary.

AVONVALE,
BRECON,
EGGESPORD.

KENT. My 220010 Nov. Cancel para. 2. Destination for
KENT is Clyde.
(2) On arrival about 21st December, KENT is to be 
reduced to Reserve Category B at 14 days notice for 
steaming.

(3) Commanding Officer KENT is requested to forward proposals for 
reduction, including personnel, in accordance with C.A.P.O. 2331/44.
(4) My 112235 refers.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 170059A to C. in C. H.P., F.O.C.R.F., F.O.I.C.
Greenock, KENT.)

Scapa arrival 0635 KENT.
(A.C.O.S. 170731A to N.O.I.C. Lamlash.)
A.M. 170059. If KENT can arrange to arrive Gareloch Narrows 

at 1600A on 21st December ship will proceed direct to buoy for 
laying up.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock 171226A to C. in C. H.F.)

A.F.D. 37. Intend to return A.F.D. 37 from Arromanches to U.K.
on completion of dismantling and withdrawal of L.C.T 
(2) R.N.O. Arrow is to arrange towage and to report 
anticipated date. Application is to be made to 

A.N.C.X.F. (Cotug) for tow if necessary.
(3) Dockmaster and crew will accompany dock.
(4; Repair dumb barge 75 allocated to dock is to be lifted or towed 
to U.K* as convenient.
(F.O.B.A.A. 171036A to A.N.C.X.F.)

BUTTERCUP. A.M. 162323- Intend to effect transfer of BUTTERCUP
0900A/20th December.
(F.O.I.C. Liverpool 171052A to Admty.)

/SPEAKER...
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SPEAKER, A.M. 052040. Although SPEAKER and 3LINGER should he
SLINGER, reasonab ly  f i t  to s a i l ,  I  am concerned about RULER
RULER, and KHEDIVE n e ith e r  o f  which can be f i t  by that
KHEDIVE. d a te .

(2 )  RULER. A i r c r a f t  were h o is ted  on board  on 16th 
December. H a l f  o f  Squadron w i l l  be on leave  u n t i l  
29th December (my 201708 November r e f e r s )  sh ip  has 

now developed  vacuum tro u b le  and f l y i n g  is  u n l ik e ly  b e fo re  20th 
December. Ship was to have docked on 24th December but th is  
has now been put o f f  u n t i l  4th January (F .O . I .C .  Glasgow 161541 
r e f e r s )  when t r a in in g  w i l l  cease . KHEDIVE is  not due to a r r i v e  a t  
B e l fa s t  u n t i l  January 7th (A.M. 161307 r e f e r s . )
(3 )  I  have app rec ia ted  that ope ra t ion a l requirements have 
n ece ss ita ted  the departure o f  these sh ips  from the U.K. in  a very  
elementary s t a t e  o f  t r a in in g  consequent on such an dabreviation work
up. I  understood however that they are to  be g iven  ten days work
up in  Eastern  Med. p r i o r  to  proceeding to Far East but i t  appears  
that they w i l l  now not ge t  th is  t r a in in g .  I  recommend that b e fo re  
they a re  used o p e ra t io n a l ly  they 3hould be g iven  a t  l e a s t  ten  days  
w ork ing -up , e i t h e r  by d e la y in g  departure from U.K. o r  in  qu iet  
waters on passage . The l a t t e r  is  p r e f e r a b le .
(F .O .C .T *  171246A to Adraty.)

A3 no other  docking arrangements can be made, request you w i l l  
dock RULER as proposed in  your 161541. Ship is  requ ired  to s a i l  
irom U.K. on 11th January.

(D .O .D . (H )  172208A to F .O . I .C .  G lasgow .)

LARGS< A.M. 161646A. __________
i  or t r  a in  ln g . Re que s t 
Join K.M.F. 38 d i r e c t .  
(R .A .L .S .C .U .  171253A to C.

LARGS is  not r e q u ire d  in  Clyde area  
you w i i r  arrange f o r  sh ip  to

in C. N o re . )

O pe ra t ion s . 

North Sea*

C learance o f  
South Beveland  
Canal.

Operation  o f  p ass in g  motor M/Ss through South 
yeland Canal e n t a i l s  c o n s id e ra b le  r i s k  owing to  

l i t t l e  depth o f  w ate r  and extreme narrowness o f  
channel over wrecks in  Hansweerde and Wemeldinge 
harbour. Unless opera t ion  is  one o f  extreme urgency  
consider  d i s p e r s a l  o f  wrecks or at l e a s t  a g r e a t ly  

I S  be J n S S S S T  througil theD1 e s s e n t i a l  be fo re  sa fe  passage o f  mTm .S.

Motor Launches are however, be ing  passed through at high water and 
r e f e r s ? 61106 minea,' eep3 end w ire  s . l e p  a . ^ o S d a "

(Capt. M/S F .A .  170014A to  C. in  C. N o re . )
, . Concur in Cap t .  M/3 Force A 170014 not to N .O . I .C .  1732.

C learance o f  channel from South Beveland Canal to Sas Van Goes 
completed by N .O . I .C .  1732 with fo r c e s  r e fe r r e d  to in  my 

161213 when M.M.3. can s a f e ly  pass through cana l.
(3 )  C. in  C. Nore*s 171222 r e f e r s .

ln c - Nore’ Oom- Belslum’ 0apt- M/s

/ Y o u r . . •
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War Diary*
HOME COMMANDS.
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Sunday.

Operations.
North Sea.
Your 152200 not to S.O. Force T. Anticipate 
L.C.T.(5) will be able to pass through canal Sunday 
24th December on which date canal will have been 
swept by M.Ls. ana harbours at Werael Wemelaings and 
Hansweert swept by P parties and P.P. units.
(2) (a) Obstructions restrict entrance at Hansweert 
to 11 feet depth high water springs and 25 feet 

width and 8 feet depth and 40 feet width.
(3) These obstructions can be flattened to give an extra 4 feet
to above depth before 24th December. My 171757 to P.3.V.O. refers.
(4) No obstructions in canal have been located up to date.
(5) Obstruction restricts entrance at Wemeldinge to depth 15 feet 
high water spring and 120 feet wide.
(6) Other restrictions affecting working of canal are Army Pontoon 
Bridges which can be opened in under one hour for which (?the)
Army prefers 72 hours notice. It has been done at 24 hours notice.
(7) There is no power as yet in any of lock gates and sluices.
This makes the locking through process take approx. 2? hours at 
each lock.
(8) Hand operating winches on outer Gate are such that they cannot 
be worked after half tide. Consequently on these restrictions it 
is virtually impossible to pass ship through canal on one tide.
(b) Anticipate max. depth at high water springs at Hansweert 
entrance 18 feet after block ship has been removed. Depth in 
canal 20 feet. Width of lock 52 feet length 450 feet. These 
figures will be checked when survey of canal by hydrographer is 
completed.
P.S.V.O. is requested to pass to A.N.C.X.F. a firm estimate of when 
block ship will be removed.
(N.O.I.C. N.P. 1732 172010A to A.N.C.X.F.)

Clearance of 
South Beveland 
Canal.
(Contd.)

Landing craft Comnaveu's 161721. There is a firm requirement
required for for 14 L.C.M. (3) for 21 A.G« as many of which as
German rivers, possible it is desired to lift to Ostend about

December 23rd» My 151450 refers.
(2) Eighteen L.C.V.P. will be required by 21 A.G. 
when the Army has crossed the Rhine. My 141213 
aid 161640 refer.

(3) Request appropriate action be taken.
(A.N.C.X.F. 171034A to Admty.)

Distributing X.F. No. 1062 of 25th October to C. in C. Nore
Authority only. The needs of Force T and the .number of
on Continent. British Naval Parties that are likely to remain has

led to reconsideration of the proposal to establish 
a distributing authority on the continent and I 
withdraw my previous objection.

(2) I recommend that Tempy. Lieutenant (3) A.E. Vaux, R.N.V.R. now 
acting as D.A. Force T, should become D.A. for N.W. Europe, i.e. 
for A.N.C.X.F*s H.Q. and the rapidly dwindling Naval Establishments 
in France in addition to those in the Low Countries and later 
Germany.

/ ( 3) • *
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HOME COMMANDS.

Distributing 
Authority- 
on Continent. 
(Contd.)

Operations.
North Sea.
(3) Of the three possible locations, Brussels, 
Antwerp and Ostend, I propose Ostend observing that 
it is a port, Lieut* Vaux is already established 
there and it will probably be necessary to employ 
W.R.N.3. personnel as staff.
(4) If you concur, I further propose that Com. 
Belgium should make recommendations to you in

regard to the staff, guards and transport required.
(5) A number of ranks and ratings, surplus to requirements in 
Prance, are in process of discharge to U.K. but it is not the 
intention to hold any against the requirements in para. 4 above 
in view of the uncertainty of the commitment.
(6) A certain amount of transport is expected to be available from 
the pool now forming in Belgium.
(A.N.C.X.F. 171050A to C. in C. Nore.)

Situation Operations. Pierce counter offensive launched in
Report. German Seventh Army Sector along front in Eifel
Military. from lat. Trier to lat. Eupen, both exclusive, on

morning 16th December. After heavy artillery 
preparation German troops crossed River Our and 
established three bridgeheads on West Bank. Two 

Panzer Division attack area Vianden (P.95) gained considerable 
ground for enemy. Enemy troops reported to have occupied 
Peterskirche (P.8672). Prisoner captured Lutzkampen area (P.8973) 
stated 156 Panzer Grenadier Regiment, 116 Panzer Division to attack 
this area. Attack of estimated infantry battalion strength area 
Heckhuschied (p.9277) locally successful. Enemy advanced to Auw 
(L.0090) and Manderfeld (L.0093). Heavy enemy attacks along 
front to north with some penetration being made: Panzer attack wit
30 tanks in support reached Hoensfled and reported turning north. 
Captured document stated Mon3chau (K.91) to be taken at all costs. 
Germans attempted infiltration at Kesternich (P.02) and launched 
unsuccessful counter attack. Parachutists dropped: strength
estimated about 1500.
West of Duren enemy counter attack repulsed and Berzbuir (F.14) 
captured by Allies. Heavy enemy attack area Linnich to Linaern 
(K.96) also beaten off.
Remainder of front quiet.
Para. (2). Order of Battle. Divisions in Eifel attacks believed 
identified from South to North as follows, though picture not 
entirely clear: 212, 560, 276, 352, 26, 2 Panzer, 116 Panzer, 62, 
18, 12, 1, S.3. Panzer, 12 S.S. Panzer, 277, 272, 326. 2 Panzer and 
116 Panzer are in areas P.88 and P.89 respectively: a document,
not confirmed by contact, places 11 Panzer between them. Comment:
11 Panzer in contact in old sector on 16th December. 1 3.3. and
12 3.3. are south and north of Hoensfeld (P.99). Deserter from 5
Parachute Division area Vianden (p.84). 3 Panzer Grenadier
Division reported west of Munstereifel on 15th December but not 
contacted. 47 Division reported recontacted at Mariaweiler (P.0947) 
Comment: suggests 3 Parachute possible also freed for employment
elsewhere. No identifications of Airborne Parachute troops.
Para* (3) movements.Good source mentions elements of 2 Mountain Division arriving in 
Denmark from Norway in early December as well_ as elements of 6 S.3. 
Mountain Division, 560 Division and 710 Division.

/Rail* * *
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Operations.
North Sea.
Rail and road activity observed on 16th and 17th 
Dec. in areas behind and leading up to German 
First Army Sector. Flak indicates troops may be 
unloading area Kirprich (Q.3488).
Para. (4; Prisoners of War.
Total prisoners captured for 24 hours to 132400 
Dec. (G.l figures, not complete): 1625. Accumu

lative total since D day 782,169.
General. Enemy attacks in Eifel undoubtedly designed initially to 
spoil opening of expected further Allied offensives and put paid 
to them for the winter. Two attacks at Arzfeld and Hoensfeld, 
each headed by at least two refitted Panzer Division with at least 
one goodish infantry division in the vicinity, are serious and 
could be exploited if any considerable initial success gained.
In order to mount these attacks enemy has refrained from sending 
necessary infantry reinforcements to Cologne and Saar-Palatinate 
Battles and has committed a large proportion of his best reserves 
of armour. This gives the attempt the character of a gamble and, 
if proceeded with for more than a few days, it must develop into 
an all out gamble-
Only if considerable advances are made can it be worth the enemy's 
while to continue to incur losses in taking offensive rather than 
to fight on defensive in favourable terrain, which it is open to 
him to do. Captured orders signed by Runstedt, Model and 
Manteuffel state "we stake everything on this operation." 
(S.H.A.E.F. 171930 to War Office.)

Operations.
Channel.

Patrols. Owing to belated aircrafts report on disappearing
radar contact in position 49.55 N., 02.55 W. at 
1308A/16 25th E.G. on completion of duty as in my 
161501A para. 2, is to carry out A/S sweep through 

the following positions. 49.55 N. 04.00 V/. 49.55 N. 02.35 V/.
180 Portland Bill 16, then resume patrol.
(C. in C. Plymouth 170003A to 3.0.E.G.25.)

Night patrol 17/18th. My 141241 not to all. Anti-Snort patrol 
areas given*
(2) Area X 00° 40' 01° 37' W. 49° 48* 50° 18' divided into three 
sections by 49° 58' 50° 08'.
(3) 3hips take sections from north in sequence ANTHONY, WATCHMAN,
LA SURPRISE by 1700 search from N.W. corner to S.W. corner by 0830.
(4) BRILLIANT 49° 42' Q.Z.S. 526 49° 30' Q.Z.S. 640 be at N.W. 
corner by 0830.
(5) Weather permitting M.T.Bs. search area bounded by'Q.Z.S* 629,
623 H Channel, route E 2° 10' W»

(C* in C* Portsmouth 171215A to Portsmouth A/3 Patrol Force.) 
18th day patrols. Search areas limits given.

(2) M.T.Bs. 01° 40' 01° 55' W. 50° 30' 50° 15'.
(3) WATCHMAN, ANTHONY 3 miles each side H Channel 49° 55* 50° 15' 
or if no M.T.Bs. 50° 20'.
(4) BRILLIANT, LA SURPRISE 01° 55' - 01° 13* W. 49° 55' 49° 47'.
(5) HARGOOD relieve WATCHMAN. _ . ..(6) SPRAGGE relieve ANTHONY on completion of C. in C* Portsmouth
171558A.

War Diary.

Situation 
Report. 
Military. 
(Contd.;
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Operations. 
Channel.
(7) SPRAGGE inform HARGOOD and ANTHONY of expected 
time of arrival H.2 Buoy.
(C* in C* Portsmouth 171550A to Portsmouth A/S 
Patrol Force.)
My 171550A day patrols 18th. For LA SURPRISE read 
HOTHAM.
(C. in C* Portsmouth 172129A to Portsmouth A/3 
Patrol Force.)

Intend at 0800/l8th M.T.3. 733 (S.O.), 747 and 731 for patrol as 
in your 171550.
(2) Constant watch on 2450 k/cs» Loxo and Cofox.
(3) Ordered to return from patrol when relieved at 1400/18th or if 
weather unsuitable*
(N.O.I.C. Portland 172129A to C. in C* Portsmouth.)

Patrols. 
(Contd.)

A^S^A. LOTHROP reports losing overboard at 0330 4 
L.C.M. barges in position 50® 10' N. 03° 40* V/. 
danger to navigation.
(C« in C* Plymouth 170645A to 3. & A. Y/est Channel 
area.)

The lack of fast escorts in the Plymouth Command 
has recently made it difficult to meet commitments. 
The position is now such that it is necessary to 
ask for a reinforcement of these ships if delays 
to the movements of fast shipping through the 
Command i3 to be avoided.
(2) Since 1st December some 16 fast escort 

commitments have had to be provided for.
(3) Fast escorts available comprise
(a) 8th D.F. of these, 3 ships are defective with weather damage, 
(IMPULSIVE, PIORUN and IROQUOIS). 1 has other defects 
(BLYSKAV/ICA). 2 have not yet joined (HURON and HAIDA). Of the 
remaining 3, FAULKNOR, VAN GALEN and TJERK HIDDE3, the last is in 
need of immediate refit, and VAN GALEN is awaiting refit.
The present state of this flotilla is inadequate to provide 4 
destroyers for escort duties as ordered in para. 3 of A.M. 141217A.
(b) 15th D.F. of the 4 ships, 1 (BRISSENDEN) is refitting till 30th 
January 1945, while TANATSIDE has sustained collision damage, time 
for repairs to which is not yet known. This leaves only 2 Hunts
MELBREAK plus ALBRIGHTON temporarily attached) available.
4) An immediate reinforcement by 4 fast escorts is considered 

necessary.
(C. in C* Plymouth 171239A to Adraty.)

Derelict
barges.

Reinforcement 
of 4 fast 
escorts 
desired.

Southampton 
Hard*s Shuttle 
Service 
completion.

Your 161818A is deeply appreciated. The warm co
operation and assistance of all Royal Naval 
Establishments in your command has eased our part 
in this ta3k and has established a firm and 
lasting friendship.
(Cousnaab Southampton 171838A to C. in C. Portsmouth)
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V/eat Coast France.

French 23rd Your 101933A approved.
IvI.T.B.F. (V.C.N.S. 172140A to A.N.C.X.F.)
for Rochefort.

Y/estern Approaches.

My 161459. Add not suitable. Searched area for 
9 hours only 1 A/S contact obtained. 3 Squid 3 dep 
charges attacks carried out. Classified wreck 
height 36 feet approx, position 050° 24* N. 009°
35’ Y/. Search (a; average (b) no. Searching 

north westerly direction. Suitable.
Y/eather report 2642 8843.
(S.O.E.G. 6 170024A to C. in C. W.A.)

Patrols. My 161611A on being relieved, ships of 21st E.G.
are to proceed as follows*
(l) COM'^, BYRON and DEANE carry out A/S sweep 
through following positions 180 Lizard 13. 49.38

N. 03.13 Y/« 49.15 N. 04.14 Y/. Thence to seaward end of Q. Z.3. 601. 
On completion, enter Plymouth at 0900A/18, speed of A/3 sweep to 
be adjusted accordingly.
(2) FITZROY, RUPERT and REDMILL proceed to position 180 Lizard 
8 then carry out A/3 sweep through 49.50 N. 03.35 W* thence to 
seaward end of Q.Z.S. 607, there to R/V with S.O.E.G. 21 and enter 
Plymouth. Speed of A/S sweep to be adjusted as requisite. S.O.E.G. 
21 arrange time of r/v .
(C. in C* Plymouth 170028A to S.O.E.G. 21.)

On convoy crossing lat. 48° N* two escorts are to be detached 
to return to Liverpool.
(2) C. in C. W.A. is requested sail JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELDT for 
Gibraltar escorted by ships in para. 1 as soon as practicable. 

(D.C.D.(H) 171436A to 3-0.E.G. 5, C« in C. W.A.)
C.S. 1 170901. Detach ORIBI and OFFA as necessary to arrive 

Liverpool a.m. Tuesday 19th December.
ORIBI and OFFA are required for escort duties temporarily under 
C* in C. Y/.A. and will proceed to refit early January.

(C. in C. H.F. 171456A to D.17.)
On crossing 047° N. request you will detach 18th E.G. A.M. 

Q.Z.3. 612 to Greenock.
(C. in C. W.A. 172259A to EURYALUS.)

CAMELLIA. 3.0.C.5 E.G. 162023 and my’161455.
If weather permits CELANDINE fuelling from convoy 
today 17th, CAMELLIA is to proceed to Londonderry 
for repairs and CELANDINE is to resume weather 

reporting duties on completion of fuelling.
(2) If weather unsuitable for fuelling, CELANDINE i3 to return to 
base fuelling at Moville en route, and CAMELLIA is to return to 
weather reporting area.
(3) CELANDINE report intentions as soon as possible.
(C. in C. W.A. 170055A to CELANDINE, CAMELLIA.)

Your 170055A. Intend to R/V and fuel from convoy at 0900A 
today.

(CELANDINE 170250A to C. in C. W.A.)

Poss ible 
U-Boat.

/Evaporator.••
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Operations.
Western Approaches.
Evaporator Plant unsatisfactory over past 24 
hours. Defect so far untraceable. Evidence also 
indicates excessive consumption of boiler water.
Am steaming on one boiler and due to grave water 
situation am restricted to speed 7|r knots. Your 

170055 - my E.T.A. Moville 0800 Wednesday, December 20th, if 
situation does not deteriorate.
(CAMELLIA 171035A to C. in C. W.A.)

My 170055. If CELANDINE has been unable to fuel CAMELLIA is 
to attempt to effect temporary repair by filing out hole in flange 
to enable copper pipe to be passed through hole and slightly 
belled over on inside face. The pipe is then to be soldered to 
the flange. An extra thick joint will be required. Pipe should 
be stayed if possible with CAMELLIA reporting result.
(2) CELANDINE is to report forthwith whether efforts to fuel 
have been successful.

(C. in C. W.A. 171411A to CELANDINE, CAMELLIA.)
Your 170055A and 171411A have been unable to fuel* Proceeding 

Moville E.T.A. 1300A/18th. Commenced last weather report at 
1900A today 17th. W.R. 4581 7973.

(CELANDINE 171459Z to C. in C. W.A.)
Your 171411A and my 171035A* Evaporator plant now functioning 

Anticipate second boiler can be flashed up at 2000A Monday 
December 18 th.
Am carrying out temporary repairs as in your 171411A and will 
report after trial. In case of failure can make speed 10^ knots 
with armoured hose now*
My P.C.3. 052° 4 2 ’ N. 017° 21* W. 270° 8 knots.

(CAMELLIA 172100A to C- in C. W.A.)
CELANDINE 171459 and CAMELLIA 171035. CAMELLIA is to transmit 

weather reports on passage to Londonderry.
Cdre. (D) W.A. is requested to sail CELANDINE on completion of 
fuelling to return weather reporting area while CAMELLIA*s defects 
are being made good. CELANDINE commence weather reporting 
immediately on sailing.

(C. in C. W.A. 172231A to CELANDINE, CAMELLIA, Com. D. W.A.)

probable LAUZON in form A/3 contact with U-3oat in
U-Boat, off position 051° 40* N. 007° 55' W. COBOURG hunting in 
Queenstovn. company. W.R. 4461 8532 suitable.

(S.0.E.G.C.6 172215Z to C. in C. W.A.)
My 172215Z* 5 attacks carried out. LAUZON 1 hit

on confirmed U-Boat and still in contact. Reports sound blowing 
tanks* COBOURG assisting. Both ships detached weather report 
4461 8332 suitable.
(S.0.E.G.C.6 172330Z to C. in C. W.A.)

War Diary.

CAMELLIA.
(Contd.)
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Norway.
( ? I 3 2 O0 M-'

Operation My 132044. Postponed at le a st  24 hours. Further
’’Fretsaw" signa l w il l  be made.

(C. in  C. H.F. , 171306a  to  C.S. 10)

Enemy A ir N.V. 138 a ir c r a ft  are a ctiv e  from Troms'o.
A c t iv ity  (D .D .I.C . , 171849A to E.G. 20)
o f f  Tromstf.

O perations..

Northern Waters.

L iberator R/T c a l l  sign  Branch 46 and 47 W/T 
c a l l  sign  730 P.46 and 47 w ill  p a tro l area to west 
and east o f  Pentland re sp e c tiv e ly  from 1400 today 
1 7th.
(C. in  C. Rosyth, 171152A to C. in  C. W. A. ,
A. C. 0• S• , C. in C. H. F. )

My 151428 para. two.
Lengthy d iscu ssion  with Noks, Head o f  Narkeminwig 
ending 0030 th is  morning fa i le d  e n t ire ly  to  rev ea l 
d e fin ite  reason fo r  re ten tion  o f CECIL N. BEAN 
at Murmansk. She was stopped by ob stru ction  v iz . 

re ten tion  ships papers and absence o f  p i l o t  rather than by 
d e fin ite  order, but a fte r  being pressed fo r  reason Noks stated 
that he had telephoned Krutikov in  Moscow and the la t t e r  when 
re fe rr in g  to American ships o f  group 2 said "unload ships at 
Murmansk to avoid congestion  at Archangel". I pointed out 
d isorgan isation  o f  return cargoes from Archangel involved and Noks 
expressed regret and promised to r e fe r  discharge to  me in  future. 
(2 ) Fully concur in  la s t  sentence S. B.N.0. Archangel 131329 not 
to a l l  addressees. Noks’ employment o f  the word misunderstanding 
covers a multitude o f  s in s . U.S. representative w ill  now allow  
CECIL N. BEAN to discharge here "under p ro te s t"  as on ly chance 
o f  catching R.A. 63.
(S.B.N.O. N. Russia, 171422A to S.B.N.O. Murmansk).

A ir
P a tro l.

Convoy 
troubles at 
Murmansk.

Norwegian I have not yet approached Russians in accordance
c iv i l ia n  with Admiralty message 170025 and suggest that
r e l i e f  Commodore Askim ex R .A .62 and p oss ib ly  Lieutenant
sto res . Commander Jacobsen commanding o f f i c e r  o f  TUNSBERG

CASTLE proceeding to  United Kingdom in  TAVY be 
consulted before proceeding fu rth er.

2. Your paragraph 3 (A) .  See no prospect o f  a lte ra t io n  in  
maintenance d i f f i c u l t i e s  mentioned in my 061036.
3. Your paragraph 3 (B) .  One o f  the corvettes had already 
been sunk and only three o f  the M/S traw lers arrived . I do 
not a n tic ip a te  the Russians w il l  provide any support. Your 
paragraph 5 r e fe r s .
4. None o f  C rofter stores  ex J.W. 62 e scorts  and tankers have 
yet l e f t  Kola In le t  and have no inform ation about how and when 
they w il l  go. In view o f  congestion  in  Murmansk storage space is  
u n lik ely  to  be obta in able . D e fin ite  arrangements fo r  d isp osa l 
o f  harbour defence equipment and personnel, i f  any, should be 
made before  i t  is  shipped. Your paragraph one r e fe r s .

/ 5...
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O p e r a t io n s .
N o r th e rn  W a te rs .
5. Sane a p p l i e s  to  2 ,0 0 0  to n s  c i v i l  r e l i e f  s t o r e s  
m en tio n ed  i n  A.M. 211735 November.6 . My p e r s o n a l  f e e l i n g  i s  t h a t  N orw egian  s h ip s  sh o u ld  have  a s  m ain  o b je c t  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  s t o r e s .  A. M_ 252348 November p a r a .  2 and A. M. 081634 r e f e r .7 . Cover a g a i n s t  enemy a c t i v i t y  o f  a l l  s o r t s  m ust i n e v i t a b l y  be m eagre u n t i l  m a in te n a n c e  f a c i l i t i e s  f o r  an  e s c o r t  f o r c e  can  be p ro v id e d  a t  a N orw egian  B ase . We sh o u ld  t h e r e f o r e  r e l y  on f i s h i n g  v e s s e l s , ,  M/S A/S t r a w l e r s ,  e t c .  f o r  t h e  p r e s e n t .8. Am u n a b le  to  c o n ta c t  C a p ta in  H o s tv e d t e x c e p t th ro u g h  R u s s ia n  C h an ne ls and h av e  n o t done s o .(S .B .N .0 . N. R u s s ia ,  171451A to  A dm ty).

NorwegL an  c i v i l i a n  r e l i e f  s t o r e s .

A l l i e d  A ir  A c t i v i t y .
F o llo w in g  r e c e iv e d  from  A ir  M in i s t r y ,  W h i te h a l l .  B e g in s  -  "Notwt A. 278.R e g u la t io n s  f o r  r o u t e i n g  o f  a i r c r a f t  on n o n -o p e ra -  t i o n a l  m is s io n s  b e tw een  U n ite d  Kingdom and 
C o n tin e n t  c o n ta in e d  i n  N eu g rip  (S .D . 533) p a r a .  23 p ro v id e  t h a t  su c h  a i r c r a f t  a r e  w henever p o s s ib l e  to  be r o u te d  a lo n g  one o r  o th e r  o f  th e  ap p ro v ed  a i r c r a f t  c o r r i d o r s .2. A ir  S t a f f  S. H .A .E .F . have p ro p o sed  t h a t  t h i s  r e g u l a t i o n  be s t r e n g th e n e d  so  a s  to  make u se  o f  c o r r id o r s  o b l i g a t o r y  f o ra l l  a i r c r a f t  r e q u i r i n g  to  f l y  on  n o n - o p e r a t io n a l  m is s io n s  b e tw een  U.K. and th e  C o n t in e n t .  At same t im e  th e y  p ro p o se  t h a t  n o t i f i c a 

t i o n  o f  f l i g h t s  to  Movement S e c t io n s  be d is p e n s e d  w ith  b o th  by day  and n ig h t  in  c a se  o f  f l i g h t s  a c r o s s  C hannel w est o f  l i n e  F o lk e s to n e  -  C a la i s  and by day  o n ly  e a s t  o f  t h a t  l i n e .3. R eq u es t y o u r  com m ents. U n le ss  o b j e c t i o n  r e c e iv e d  by Decem ber 2 0 th  p ro p o se  to  i s s u e  amendment to N eu g rip  i n  a c c o rd a n c e  
w ith  above s u g g e s t io n s .  161505" E nds.2. R e q u es t y o u r e a r l y  c o n c u r re n c e  o r  re m a rk s .(D .O .D . (H ) , 171246a  to  A.N. C .X .F . , V.A. D o v e r, Cs. i n  C. P ly m o u th , P o r ts m o u th , N o re ) .

R o u tes  f o rn o n -o p e ra -t i o n a la i r c r a f tto  th eC o n t in e n t .

M in in g .
M.S. F. 138 Y our 161213A. C oncur.(2 )  F .O .I .C .  G t. Y arm outh  i s  r e q u e s te d  to  s a i l  1 3 8 th  M .S .F . a s  so o n  a s  c o n v e n ie n t to  S o u th en d  f o r  onw ard p a s s a g e  to  T e rn e u z e n .(3 )  1 3 8 th  M .S .F . i s  a l l o c a t e d  to  F .O .I .C . 1731 and w i l l  be b ased  a t  T e rn e u z e n , b e in g  o p e r a te d  by N .O .I .C . 1732 , when n o t r e q u i r e d  by F .O .I .C . 1731 th e y  w i l l  w ork un der Com. B elg ium .
(C. i n  C. N ore , 171222A to  A .N .C .X .F .)

Deep m in in g  C a rry  o u t  o p e r a t i o n  H .Y .A .3 a t  1315 Decem ber 1 8 th . o f f  H a rt la n d  (N .O .I .C . M ilfo rd  H aven, 171235A t o  PLOVER)
P t .

/M. S. F. 16 . .  .
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M ining. -  Contd.

M. S. P. 16 Pass Gate at 0930 tom orrow  Monday w ith  a v a i la b le
sh ip s  o f  16th  M .S .P .
2. Carry out two la p s  o f  a se a rch  in  d ou b le  H 

fo rm a tio n  at a d ep th  o f  17 fa th om s, o f  Q. Z. D. 607 and Q. Z. S. 590, 
betw een the seaward end o f  Q. Z. S. 601 and P ortla n d  B i l l .
3. Anchor as con ven ien t du rin g  dark  h ou rs .
1+. On a r r iv a l  a t e a s te rn  l im it  o f  sweep d etach  one sh ip  to  
P ortsm outh f o r  onward r o u te in g  to  Harwich E .T .A . N eedles i s  to  be 
re p o r te d  to  C. in  C. Portsm outh .
(C . in  C. Plym outh 171547A to  M .S .P . 16)

M inesw eeping 
sou th  o f  
Channel 
I s la n d s .

C leared  area  o f  Q. Z.X . 11+1+9 extended northward t o  
l in e  jo in in g  fo l lo w in g  p o s i t i o n s :  048° 5 6 .6 ' N. ,
002° 3 1 .3 ’ W. and 01+8° 5 V  N. , 002° 26 ' W.
One fu r t h e r  GY s ta r  mine cut in  p o s i t i o n  0 W ° 
5 4 .8 ' N. , 002° 2 9 .2 ’ W.
(S .O .M .S .F . 1 1+, 17211+5 t o  Adm ty).

P ort F a c i l i t i e s .

Antwerp Antwerp can now a cce p t  5 U nited S ta te s  S to re  Ships
a day.
(A .N .C .X .F . , 171005A t o  N. C .S .0 . R am sgate).

C a s u a lt ie s  & D e fe c t s .

SS. LOU 
GEHRIG

Salvage Tugs RAMIER and EMPIRE DEMON gone to  
a s s is ta n c e  o f  LOU GEHRIG ash ore on Bram bles. 
(N .O .I .C . Cowes, 17H 00A  to  C. in  C. P ortsm ou th ).

H.M.T. VASCAMA dragged anchor and d r i f t e d  on  to  o u te r
VASCAMA. breakw ater H olyhead at 2151+A/16. She has now been

r e f lo a t e d  and secu red  to  buoy. V e s s e l is  h o led  
in  one bunker, no o th e r  damage so  f a r  a s c e r ta in e d . 
She w i l l  have to  re tu rn  to  L iv e r p o o l .  Further 
s ig n a l  w i l l  be made.
(N .O .I .C . H olyhead, 171155A to  F .O .I .C . L iv e r p o o l)

R. F. A.
WAR DIWAN.

C .A .F .0 . 2120/1+1+.
(A ) WAR DIWAN (B ) B r i t i s h .  (C ) 1 3 0 5 /1 6 /1 2 .
( d ) Between N. F. 15 and N. F. 17 bu oys. (E ) Mine.
( f ) Forward h a l f  in  51.25*1+5 N. , 0 3 .2 9  . 37 E. A fte r  
h a l f  in  51. 25. 31 N. , 03 . 27. 21 E.
(G) 37 s u r v iv o r s  landed  O stend. 5 m iss in g . 
(N .O .I .C . O stend , 1711+20 to  Adm ty).

SS. SS. 00STERHAVEN d is a b le d  l \  m ins, sou th  o f  Beer
OOSTERHAVEN. Head w ith  s u r v iv o r s  o f  ISBJORN on board . Ships 

ad d ressed  are p ro ce e d in g  t o  a s s is t  as fo l lo w s  
ENTICER l e f t  Plym outh 1653.

CONCERTATOR l e f t  Dartmouth 1735. AVOI^TREAM l e f t  P o rtla n d  1708. 
M.L. 11+6 l e f t  P o rtla n d  161+3. One sh ip  from  E.G. 25 c lo s in g  from 
Lyme Bay. Exmouth l i f e b o a t  s a i l e d  161+7.
(C . in  C. P lym outh, 171737A t o  S .O .E . G. 2 5 ).

/ tan atside
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Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
TANATSIDE Regret to report that TANATSIDE and BYRON were

in collision in approx position 50° 08’ N., 05°
53' W., at 02l+0A/lbth.

2. Ships sustained following damage:
TANATSIDE:- Structural damage to deck and side between 113 and 11' 
stations and crowns of and 6 oil fuel tanks, also to B gun 
Zareba and D.C. rack post side aft. Estimated time to repair 2 
to 3 weeks, subject to confirmation.
BYRON:- Horizontal split from stem to 10 ft. aft on waterline and 
stem below pushed to port. Considered ship can remain at sea.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 171922A to Admty).

H.M.S. Regret to report SEYMOUR was in collision with
SEYMOUR. U. S. S. ANTHONY WAYNE at 2030 hours on Friday 15th

December in position N. F. 6 Buoy. ANTHONY WAYNE 
not repeated not considered to be at fault. 

Present whereabouts and owners name not known. Damage believed 
to be slight. Damage to H.M. Ship consists of 10 feet of shell 
plating torn off starboard quarter from deck to k  feet above 
waterline, adjoining frames torn out and depth charge rails 
distorted. No underwater damage. Estimate eighteen days 
required to repair damage.
(SEYMOUR, 172030A to Admty).

Shipping & Convoys.
Admiralty 152000 concur.
(C. in C. W.A. , 171050A to Admty).

Your 151831 paras. 2 and 3 B concur.
2. Para. 3 A. Those for Wight area should 
proceed direct to destination.
3. In the unlikely case of ships from Canoe 
requiring to go to Littlehampton and/or Shoreham,

(E.I. the only ports between Wight and Newhaven) it is pointed 
out that the inshore route has to be used to approach these 
ports. With daylight, and draught limitations on the use of the 
Looe passage, and tidal limitations on time of arrival at the two 
places. Such shipping should therefore proceed to Newhaven for 
onward routeing. Arrow pass to R. N. 0. Canoe.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 17H18A to F.O.B.A.A.)

M.K.F. & 
K.M.F.
convoys.

Sailing of 
coasters from 
Far Shore.

0.C.C./T.B.C. My 16181+4A December. Paragraph 2 for Z buoy read 
Convoys. position Z of Q. Z. S. 566.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 171237A to Admty. Cs. in C. 
Portsmouth, Nore, W.A. , C.T.F.125)
N.O.I.C. Calais 151520. Since train ferries 
normally operate in accordance with pre-arranged 
pre-arranged programme, propose sailing and 
arrival signals be dispensed with altogether.
2. All authorities concerned would of course 

continue to be informed in the event of major departure from 
pro grannie.
(V.A. Dover, 171245A to Admty., A.N.C.X.F. , S.H.A.E.F. , F.0.B.A.A)

Signals 
re train 
ferries.
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FOREIGN STATIONS

CITY OF 
LINCOLN

North Atlantic
Request approval to sail CITY OF LINCOLN a.m. 
19th independently to U.K. speed l6£ knots.
2. Request destination if approved.^ 
(F.O.G.M.A. 170942A to Admty.)

ANGUILIA
(frigate) Arrived Horta at 0855Z/17th H.i .3. ANGUILLA with 

defects.
(S.B.N.O. Azores 171212Z to F.C.G.M.A.)

ATHENE, Admiralty 171417. (See Mediterranean).
FLEETWOOD A.M.I7I4I7 FLEETWOOD sailed for U.K. l60CA Dec.

16th. My 151236 160911 and 161815 none to all 
refer. Do not intend to recall her, as her 
speed is only twelve knots.

2. ATHENE could be sailed (a) escorted by PRIMULA (b) in 
company with EASTWAY escorted by STORK.
3. PRIMULA could be held as additional escort if ATHENE is 
sailed in company with EASTWAY.
(F.O.G.M.xt,. 171754A to C. in C. Med., Admty.)

GOLDEN
FLEECE,
FLYING
FISH-

brOLDEN FLEECE and FLYING FISH are to proceed to 
Granton for inspection and M/S work up. C. in C. 
C.N.A. 151627 not to all refers.
(D.M.S. 171439A to S.3.N.O. Azores)

HESPERIA, Detach HESPERIA forthwith to proceed to Freetown
KmilNGTON routed through (G) 33.OO N. 10.00 W. (H) 28.00 N.

13.30 W. (J) 23.20 N. 1C.00 ¥. (K) 12.00 N. 18.00 
«'• (L) 10.00 N. 16.00 ’W. thence by current swept 
channel to Freetown.

(2) On detaching HESPERIA is to keep W/T watch on 500 KC/S 
shifting to read B.A.M.S. routine.
(3) KIIMINGTON report (A) HESPERIA P.C.S. (B) QwnP,C,S.
(4) KILLINGTON pass to HESPERIA.
(5) A.M. 16165O not to all.
(F.O.G.M.A. 171806A to KIIMINGTON)
Your I7I806A acknowledged and passed to HESPERIA. HESPERIA 
detached in position O36 degs. 39* N. 009 degs. 01* W. at 2200A. 
Course 193 degs. speed 12 knots.
My P.C.S. O36 degs. 39* N. 009 degs. 02* W. 109 degs. 14 knots. 
(KI1MINGT0N 172205A to F.O.G.M.A. etc.)
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Kalamata.
Mediterranean
Kalamata evacuated. Your 161911B SPHENDuNI 
with N.O.I.G. and British Port Party on board 
anchored Kalamata Bay. METEOR and M.L.273 
in company.
(N.O.I.C. Kalamata, 170425B to S.B.N.O. Greece.)

C . O . P . P .  10. My 141320 groups 33, read C.S.15's 081320 refers. 
(F.O.L.E.M. , 171006B to 0. in C. Med.)

South Aegean Up to 0900 hours 17th Dec.
Summary. (1) Shipping. No Ph/R Dec. 16 owing to weather.

Shipping strikes. By aircraft 1003 hours Dec.
16 one 2 masted caique 50 ton attacked south of 
Lipso. Last seen aground. By naval force, one 

assault craft sunk between Leros and Rhodes and 1 caique 
captured and taken to Symi a.m./16 Dec. Ground source reports 
Melos one vessel 60 tons with Red Cross markings but German 
manned in Adharaas Bay 16 Dec. No P V k  to confirm this. Also 
reported supply launch expected again from Crete p.m./16 or 
17 Dec. but this not confirmed from other sources. Suspicious 
vessel in Heraklion area with Red Cross markings being investi
gated by R.N. a.m./17th Dec.
(C. in C. M.E. , 171215B.)

SAGGAT for Swedish ship SAGGAT is due Piraeus 26th. Do 
Piraeus. you require ship's arrival to be delayed? If

so request you will inform F.O.G.M.A. who 
should hold ship until called forward by you 
when you should give a minimum of 3 days notice. 

(2) F.O.G.M.A. is requested to follow similar procedure for 
informing Swedish Authorities from that in A.M. 212023 October 
(? 212028 intended). My 221806 and 271134 both October, refer. 
(C. in C. Med., 171223A to S.B.N.O. Greece.)
Reply: 182027B. See also 232043A.

ARETHUSA. When may ARETHUSA be expected, your 081808. 
(F.O.L.E.M., 171311B to C. in C. Med.)

ATHENE, ATHENE should not be sailed unescorted. C. in C.
FLEETWOOD. Med.*s 161307 not to all refers.

(2) F.O.G.M.A. is requested to sail FLEETWOOD as 
escort for ATHENE when ready. A.M. 241720 Nov. 
para, (l) not to all refers.

(3) Destination of ATHENE is Clyde.
(A.C.N.S. (H), 171417A to C. in C. Med., F.O.G.M.A.)
W.D. Note: FLEETWOOD already sailed, see North Atlantic 171754A,
Para. (2) cancelled (Admty., 191952A.)

MUSKETEER, 
Volos.

Your 162245B. Can do no good at Volos after 
Italian prisoners of war are embarked. Intend 
UNST escort convoy to Salonika. G.S. NIKI F.T.24 
to Piraeus. MUSKETEER, SEKSERN, M.L.458 based

/Skiathos ...
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MUSKETEER, 
V o l o s . 
( C o n t d .  )

M e d i t e r r a n e a n

S k i a t h o s  t o  hunt 8nd s e i z e  s a l v a g e  armed la u n c h  
CYCLOPS and an im p o r t a n t  E .L .A .N .  c o a s t e r  w h ic h  
e s c a p e d  f r o m  V o l o s  p r o b a b l y  now i n  S p o r a d e s .  
(MUSKETEER, 171648A  t o  S . B . N . 0 . G r e e c e . )

BIDEFORD. R e q u e s t  y o u  w i l l  s a i l  BIDEFQRD on c o m p l e t i o n  o f  
r e f i t  t o  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  onw ard r o u t e i n g  t o  U .K.
( 2 )  A dm ty. i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s i g n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  i n  
U .K .
( 3 )  A.M. 2 4 1 7 2 0  N o v .  n o t  t o  a l l  r e f e r s .
(C . i n  C. M e d . ,  171731A  t o  F .O .L .E .M .  )

WEST POINT 
( t o  U . S . A . )

I n t e n d  t o  s a i l  U .S .S .  ’WEST POINT a t  0 8 0 0 /1 9  t o  
U .S .A .  e s c o r t e d  b y  U .S .S .  MADISON t o  9® W.
( 2 )  S .  o f  A .  20  k n o t s .
( 3 )  R o u te d  i n  M e d i t e r r a n e a n  -  ( 0 ) 3 5 °  5 3 ' N . ,
00® 3 8 ’ W. ( P )  3 6 °  1 0 ’ N. , 0 3 °  0 0 ’ W. (Q )  36°

0 4 ' N . ,  05°  2 1 ’ W. t h e n c e  n o r t h e r n  h a l f  t o  S t r a i t s  o f  G i b r a l t a r
t o  (R )  3 5 °  5 9 ’ N . ,  0 6 °  1 0 ’ W. ( S )  3 5 °  2 0 ’ N . , 1 8 °  1 5 ’ W.
( T )  3 6 °  18* N . .  3 3 °  1 0 ’ W. (U ) 3 6 °  3 0 ’ N. , 4 4 °  5 8 ’ W. (V )  3 6 °  
5 0 '  N . ,  57°  2 0 '  W. (W) 37°  5 9 ’ N . , 7 0 °  0 2 '  W. t h e n c e  as  
d i r e c t e d  b y  Com. 1 0 t h  F l e e t  (C .  and R ) .
( 4 )  E.T.A. p o s i t i o n  (Q)  1930/19, 9° W. 0430/20, 20° W. 0730/21. 
"C h o p ”  1700/21. P o s i t i o n  (w ) 0800/26.
( 5 )  C od ew ord  " B a t t e n " ,  3 3 3 .  P r i o r i t y  h i g h .
( 6 )  G uard NSS F t h r o u g h o u t  v o y a g e .  G i b r a l t a r  b r o a d c a s t  t o  
20® W.
( 7 }  A l l  t im e s  Z .
( 8 )  F. O.G. M.A. i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  r o u t e  and r e t u r n  MADISON t o  
O ran  u p on  d e ta c h m e n t  a t  9 °  W.
(Com . N .O .B .  O ra n ,  171732A t o  A d m t y . , e t c . )
Amended b y  1 8 1 8 2 4 A , q . v .

DART,
EVENLGDE.

1

R e q u e s t  y o u  w i l l  s a i l  DART and EVENLODE on 
c o m p l e t i o n  o f  r e f i t  t o  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  onward 
r o u t e i n g  t o  U .K .
( 2 )  A dm ty. a re  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s i g n a l  d e s t i n a t i o n  
in  U .K.
( 3 )  A dm ty. 241 720  N ov . n o t  t o  a l l  r e f e r s .
(C .  i n  C. M e d . ,  171733A  t o  V . A . M . )

*

C. i n  C. t o
v i s i t
A l g i e r s .

D a t e s  i n  C. in  C. Med. F l e e t ' s  151821  s h o u ld  
now r e a d  1 7 t h  t o  1 9 t h  D e c .  C. i n  C. Med. 
F l e e t ' s  1 6 0 7 2 4  r e f e r s .
(C .  i n  C. Med. F l e e t  ( A l g i e r s ) ,  171817A t o  
C. i n  C. M e d . ,  V . A . M . , e t c . )

T r a n s f e r  
o f  L . S . T .

R e p o r t  i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w i t h  y o u r  151151A D e c . , 
p a r a .  2 ,  n o t  t o  Adm ty.
(A )  N one . (B )  N one .
(c )  10 L . S . T .  w i l l  b e  t u r n e d  o v e r  b y  2 3 5 9 /2 4 t h  
D e c .  and w i l l  b e  f i t t e d  f o r  f e r r y  t r i p s  b y  a .m . 
2 7 t h  D e c .  w i t h  s k e l e t o n  U .S .  Navy S .  r a t i n g s

/ s t i l l  . . .
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M ed ite rran ean
T ra n s fe r  s t i l l  em barked. Coraphibf o rce  N.W.A.W. 8 tho f  L .S .T . F le e t  w i l l in g  to  a s s i s t  in  su b seq u en t a s s a u l t(C o n td .) t r a i n in g  i f  r e q u ir e d .(2 )  Temporary crew s a re  com plete  ex cep t fo r  fo llo w in g :(A) No r a d a r  r a t i n g s  p ro v id ed .(B) B o ats  crew fo r  L .S .T . 1021 and 394 (4  P .O . o r L eading Seamen, 4 S to k e r s ,  4 A .B .) (C) 5 E.A.( d ) P ontoon r a t i n g s  fo r  L .S .T . 1021 and 394.(E) D e fic ie n c y  in  gun crews w i l l  be s ig n a l le d  l a t e r .CF) F l o t i l l a  N.O. and M.O.( 3 ;  R equest c o n f irm a tio n  t h a t  L .S .T . numbers and s ig n a l  l e t t e r s  shou ld  rem ain  u n a l te r e d .(4 )  S .P . , v id e  M.W.C.0.23 p a ra . 6 , cannot be s u p p lie d  from  B iz e r t a .(5 )  In  view o f in e x p e r ie n c e  o f engine room r a t i n g s  re q u e s t  10 p a t r o l  s e rv ic e  d i e s e l  m otor m echanics u n d e rs to o d  to  be a v a i la b le  a t  M alta may be fo rw ard ed  im m ed ia te ly , A /S .E .O .L .G . co n cu rs .(6 ) S k e le to n  crew in  p a ra , ( l )  (C) each  com prise A m erican C.O. one e x e c u tiv e  and e n g in e e r  o f f i c e r  p lu s  ap p rox . 15 men who w i l l  be a t ta c h e d  f o r  7 to  14 days as r e q u ir e d .(7 )  Nominal l i s t  w i l l  be s e n t  by a i r  to  Admty. and V.A.M. and l i s t  o f  O f f ic e r s  to  C. in  C. (?M ed.)(N .O .I.C . T u n is ia ,  171820A t o  G. in  C. Med.)

ALDENHAM, R equest r e l i e f  may be approved fo r  ALDENHAM,r e l i e f .  my 142107A r e f e r s .  ALDENHAM was one o f th ee ig h te e n  "H unts" f i n a l l y  a l lo c a te d  to  th e  s t a t i o n .(C. in  C. M ed., 171826A to  A draty.)

P e rso n n e l R.A. A lex , has ru le d  t h a t  d u rin g  w in te r  monthsS h ip s , 1 p e rso n n e l v e s s e l  on ly  a t  any one tim e w i l l  beA le x a n d ria . a c c e p ta b le  in  A lex an d ria  and a ls o  s u b je c t  tofo llo w in g  c o n d i t io n s : -(A) D ra f t  n o t to  exceed  26 f e e t .( b ) L en g th  l im i te d  to  ap p rox . 500 f e e t .(C) W eather c o n d it io n s  may p re c lu d e  e n try  and s a i l i n g  to  sch e d u le .(D) V e sse ls  m ust rem ain  b e r th e d  a lo n g s id e  d u rin g  the whole p e r io d  o f s t a y .  R e f. (a ) and (B) above, v e s s e l  o f  11 ,000 to n s  en v isa g e d .(2 )  In  view o f above r e s t r i c t i o n  i t  w i l l  n o t be p o s s ib le  to  a c c e p t any v e s s e ls  a t  p r e s e n t  engaged on M ideast s e rv ic e  a t  A le x a n d ria .
(3 )  R equest th e r e f o r e  th a t  you a rran g e  to  s a i l  v e s s e ls  so t h a t  t h e i r  a r r i v a l  a t  P o r t  S a id  w i l l  n o t c o in c id e  w ith  K. M.F./M.K. F. s h ip s .  T h is  w i l l  m odify p a ra .  (2 )  o f  my 112024.(P .S .T .O .M .E . , 171916 to  P .S .T .0 .  Med.)R ep ly ; 181100.

S i tu a t io n  R e p o rt No. 508.
A t S p l i t ,  r e l a t i o n s  w ith  lo c a l  p a r t i s a n s  rem ain  s t r a in e d .(2 ) In  S i c i l y  th e r e  have been  d e m o n stra tio n s  a t  C a ta n ia  and Palerm o a g a in s t  m o b i l is a t io n .  At fo rm er p la c e  an in c id e n t  o c cu rred  on 1 4 th  Dec.

/ i n  which . . .
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Mediterranean
in which 5 police were injured and 100 
(?civilians) killed (W.D. Note: Cositintrep528 to W.O., says 1 killed) and 6 wounded.There was no violence at Palermo.
(3) Allied coastal craft on patrol in Gulf of 
Genoa night of 15th Dec. encountered 5 north
bound enemy F lighters off Sestri Levanti. No

damage or casualties to our force although shrapnel shell fire 
heavy. 2 torpedo hits obtained and there was a large explosion.
(4) At Piraeus, capture of Lofos Castello has relieved coastal 
force base. Nothing further of interest to report.
(5) Evacuation at ports referred to in situation report number 
507 para. (3) now in progress. H.M. Ships will remain after it is completed.
(6) Following reports received.
Patras: tension increasing.
Kalamata; evacuation probably completed.
Kavalla: outbreak of hostilities expected when evacuationbegins.
Salonika: E.L.A.S. reinforcements have arrived by sea.Cyclades: situation satisfactory. Visit from warships
raised morale. National enthusiasm high. E.L.A.S. disarmed and awaiting results at Athens.
(7) Ref. number 507 para. (6). IONIA hard and fast ashore 
with heavy list and stern submerged but Fred* in no immediate danger.
(8) MARNE intercepted an assault craft and a caique near Symi and took 22 German and 5 Italian prisoners.
(C. in G. Med., 171958A to Admty., etc.)* As received.

War Diary.

Situation 
Report No. 508. 
(Contd.)

HUNTER, 
ATTACKER, STALKER, 
ROYALIST.

Extension up to 14 days can now be accepted for 
the completion of HUNTER, ATTACKER, STALKER.C. in C. Med. 081931 not to all refers.
(2) In order to complete tropicalisation of 
ROYALIST extension of 14 days is approved.Com. E.C. 071715 not to all refers.
(D.O.D.(F), Approved A.C.N.S., 172340A to C. in C. Med., Com. E.C.)

Cositintrep 278437 FX 70192 cipher 17th December.
No. 527, Greece. Athens/Piraeus area. Further progress
part IV. was made in clearing the Piraeus area during

16th Dec. E.L.A.S. forces continued to shell and mortar the central area of Athens but there 
were no serious encounters. Advanced elements of 10 Bde. and 12 Bde. (ex 4 British Division) have arrived 

at Piraeus. The small detachment of Indian troops in Krionero has been evacuated to Patras (Peloponnese).(A.F.H.Q. , No T.0.0./17 to W.O. )
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U-Boat
dispositions.

FOREIGN STATIONS 

East Indies
No fresh information scales in all areas remain 
unchanged.
(0. in 0. E.I. 170350)

ROVER. Departure H.M.S/M ROVER for Trincomalee routed 
in accordance with S.O.S/Ms Colombo 140921 / and 
my 161202 / neither to all.
(2) S. of* A. 10? knots.

(3} E.T.A. position "Z" 0200Z/23rd Dec.
(4) Guard broadcast "V" setting additional watch on 51.0 K/cs 
373 2200Z/22nd December.
(P.0. Bombay, 170434Z to Admty. etc.)
/■ Not identified in War Reg.

Dredger
sunk.

Dredger SUPERWORKER capsized and sunk, all other 
vessels returning Aden. Further information will 
be sent as soon as possible.
(S.C.E. Aden, 171526Z to C.E. in C. Bath, A.C.E. 
in C. E.T.)

BUGLOSS, 
BURNET, 
BETONY 
(corvettes)

Request you will transfer H.M.Ships BUGLOSS,
BURNET and BETONY on loan to the Royal Indian 
Navy, They will continue to be at your operational 
disposal for general service in war against Japan. 
(2) Arrangements for turn over should be made 
direct with F.O.C.R.I.N.
(Hd. of M. Approved by A.C.N.S.(F), 171734A to C- 
in C. E.I. Info. F.O.C.R.I.N.)

SAVORGNAN 
DE BRAZZA.

Refit (Admty. 172310A). See America and West 
Indies.

EMPIRE 
TUDOR % 
"S" report.

SSSS 15.46 N. 82.10 E. S/M. sighted and torpedo 
track.
(EMPIRE TUDOR, 172311Z)
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America and West Indies
U.G.S./ Sabwa 770. Ref. Sablo 678. U.S. Navy have
G.U.S. expressed intention to sail U.G.S./G.U.S.
Convoys. convoys at 5 day intervals beginning with U.G.S.

66 from Hampton Roads on Jan. 3rd and G.U. S.64 
from Oran Jan. 7th provided there is no material 
change in U-Boat situation. Actual decision will be taken on December 27th.

(C.S.A.B. Executive Officers, Washington, 170023Z to C.S.A.B. 
Executive Secretariat, London.)

My 170408 (reporting enemy submarine transmitted 
Naval enigma bearing 170° etc., circulated to 
O.I.C. Rm. 41 only). Add P.C.S. at 170300Z, 
43.38 N., 61.36 W., 120°, 9.5.
(BORDER CITIES, 170540Z to C. in C. C.N.A., 
N.S.H.Q. )

Estimates.
(N.S.H.4. 171341Z, Corainch 171541Z.)

No report since my 141428Z. Para, (b ) Doubtful 
asdic contact obtained by MIDDLESEX in 42.28 N., 
60.56 W. at 0405Z/12. 2 attacks made with D/Cs.
one with I^H, 3 distinct explosions at 75 feet 
after H / H  attack.
(N.S.H.i4. , 171457Z to Admty., Cominch.)

On completion of working-up about 5th Dec. H.M.C.S. 
CAMROSE returns to U.K. to resume duties under 
operational control of Admiralty.
(2) Request ship be sailed from Bermuda to Horta 

and after arrival Horta S.B.N.O. Azores is requested to sail ship 
to U.K. as directed by Adraty. S.B.N.O.W.At. pass to CAMROSE.
(C. in C. C.N.A. , 171936Z to S.B.N. O.W. At. )

SAVORGNAN Your 282135Z Nov. (not to all). Request you
DE BRAZZA, will seek concurrence of Corainch as executive 

refit. agent of C.C.S. for refit of P.S. SAVORGNAN DE
BRAZZA at Le Ciotat and subsequent return to 
East Indies station.

This request should be dealt with as an isolated case.
Your para. (2) refers.
(Hd. of M., Approved by Vice Controller, 172310A to B.A.D. )

U-Boat.

U-Boat
dispositions.

S/M attack 
and sighting 
summary.

CAMROSE.

Australia and New Zealand
Hospital
Ships.
MANUNDA.

We are experiencing great difficulty in providing 
sufficient hospital ships to meet all cbraands in various theatres of war. Shortage is expected to remain acute event after termination of war in Europe. / / P \
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Australia and New Zealand
Hospital (2) Would be grateful for information as to
Ships. whether MANUNDA is at present being employed to
IvIANUNDA. maximum possible extent and if not whether
(Contd.) consideration could be given to making her avail

able to assist with our commitments in Indian 
Ocean. If there is any possibility of assistance 
in this way, indication of length of time for 

which ship could be spared would be valuable.
(3) Agreed.
(D.S.T. 170003A to A.C.N.B.)

Digest (2) Two Warships described as Cruisers but more
No.1061 probably destroyers or smaller were unsuccessfully
Dec. 16th. bombed by search liberator before dawn 50 miles

West of Cubic Bay course south.
(4) Consolidation on Mindoro Beachhead and 
Perimeter continued without Enemy inerference 

exceptfbr light air activity over beach. Nil direct contact 
on land although friendly natives report small groups Japanese 
numbering 25 - 30 strong withdrawing Northwards across Island.
(5) Covering Naval Force off Mindoro reported ̂ oradic Enemy air
activity during day and detected several small groups Japanese 
aircraft involving aggregate ten planes in vicinity previous 
night whereof some attacked beach: A/A shot down 1 plane and
air patrol got another at dawn. Preceding day shore A/A shot 
down 2 Japanese raiders.
(6) Possible Submarine contacted by surface craft off south 
western Mindoro evening.
(7) Search Liberator saw one large sea truck with one small 
escort 60 miles west of north-western tip Mindoro heading North aJ 
slow speed noon, later straffed and damaged small Coaster off 
Northeast Mindoro, lastly hit one sea truck with incendiary west 
coast Romblon Island in North Western Sibuyan Sea without 
observing further effect, previous afternoon two small Coasters 
were straffed off North Western Coast Mindoro.
(8) Advance accelerated on Leyte in Ormoc Corridor: our main
force reach point 2300 yards South of Tolikawabreast Highway and 
elements of East Flank went further reaching vicinity Lenoy 
(6500) yards South Amnyol Bay where road block being established. 
Elimination of Enemy pockets in rear continues with heavy 
Japanese casualties and much equipment captured.
(9) Northward assault towards Valencia launched from positions 
North of Ormoc at dawn and Valencia placed under artillery fire. 
Elemination of Japanese remnants between West Coast Leyte and 
mountains proceeds with heavy enemy losses.
(12) Forenoon 14th December, 25 Mitchells bombed Zettefield 
Drome on Polo causing fires in revetments. Same time three 
Mitchells sweeping Sulu area straffed one float plane offshore 
and one fightercn beach near Tawi. Next day search liberator 
sank one lugger damaged one small freighter off Basilan Island 
having earlier shot down one Jap plane over South Western
(? Morotai).(13) Navy Catalina bombed straffed and damaged lone 3,000 tons 
freighter Northbound through Sibbsu passage; later report by 
Liberator? empty.(19) Liberator bombed large sea truck during search off North 
Celebes predawn 14th.

A 21)...
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Australia and New Zealand
(21) Four Dutch Mitchells attacked and probably 
damaged lonely 200 ton ship near Waingapoe on Soerriba 
Island forenoon 15th. Following morning another 
4 Dutch Mitchells attacked and probably destroyed 
same ship.
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P.A. 170840Z. )

415

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

For 24 hours to 0900Z 17th December.
Para. A.
(1) E.G.6 attacked contact subsequently classified
as wreck at 1359Z 16th Dec. in 50* 23’ N. 09° 30*W 
Para. C.
(1) A/C F/103 obtained radar contact at 1208Z 
16th December in 49° 55' N. 02° 55’ W.
(D.D.I.C. 171116A to Cominch, N.S.H.Q.)

*

Estimates.
(D.D.I.C. 171414A, 171415A.)
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SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
1. C. in C. Nore announces the discontinuance 
of naval minewatching in the Rivers Swale and 
Medway.

OCCUJ^CcL .
2(a) A pj/cturesque incident of the U-Boat 
campaign^during the forenoon, when U.1209 was 
so badly mauled by the Wolf Rock itself that 
she sank incontinent, alongside. MONTREAL 
and RIBBLE, frigates, summoned by the lighthouse 
keepers, who had been enjoying a gallery view 
of the incident, picked up 38 survivors. It 
is possible that she had been laying mines in 
the vicinity. ^
(b) SS. SILVER^LAUREL was torpedoed and sunk 
off the Dodraan* s in the afternoon, but all hands 
were rescued and landed at Plymouth.
(c) BRILLIANT, destroyer, carried out a 
promising hedgehog attack some 60 miles north 
of le Havre, causing a ”heavy explosion”.
(d) B.Y.M.S. 2234 was damaged by a near miss 
whilst minesweeping off le Havre, but was towed into port.

3(a) Another promising attack was carried out 
off Queenstown by NYASALAND, frigate, in addition 
to yesterday’s by LAUZON, which is still being 
followed up by her and COBOURG.
(b) Loch Ewe is to be closed down as convoy 
assembly port, thereby releasing 24 small craft 
for service elsewhere.

4. Convoy R.A.62 has been scattered by a gale, 
but all ships except PORT ROMAINE have now 
reformed about 100 miles west of the Shetlands.

5. 236 heavy bombers bombed Gdynia, and 15
more laid mines here and at Danzig. Haze and 
smoke obscured results. Pour aircraft are miss ing.

Foreign Stations 
Mediterranean
6(a) At the Piraeus, the southern peninsula is 
now completely cleared of E.L.A.S., and sealed 
off. The road to Athens is reopened. The

/north ...
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SITUATION REPORT

Mediterranean
north side of the harbour is still under enemy 
control.
(b) Evacuation at Volos ended at 1730B. The 
destroyer MUSKETEER embarked all British 
personnel and most of the vehicles. The Greek 
destroyer NIKI and P.T.24 are to leave tomorrow 
morning for the Piraeus. The MUSKETEER 
received an ultimatum to leave; but on the 
19th it was reported that she had been granted 
a safe conduct to remain in the Bay.
(c) The recent mining of the ferry EMPIRE DAGE 
and of L.G.T. 328 at Missolonghi is believed to 
have been caused by E.L.A.N.-laid ground mines.
(d) The local E.L.A.S. in Crete said to be 
ashamed of the Athens revolt, are behaving 
admirably and are fully co-operative with the 
British authorities. The opening of Heraklion 
continues satisfactorily.

7. Last night, 1st Island, Gulf of Quarnero, 
was attacked by four enemy explosive motor boats. 
One grounded and blew up, the rest were driven 
off. A similar boat containing a dead German 
has been towed by a fishing boat into Zara.

8. The French cruiser JEANNE D'ARC fired 100 
rounds at shore targets, but her guns, says 
Comflanfor, have a big dispersion.

East Indies
9. "S’* reports were made at 1640 by the
American CHARLES W. WOOSTER, 7176 tons, in 
14.46 N., 81.28 E., off Madras; and at 1755 
by the American WALTER L. FLEMING, 7176 tons, in 
13.43 N., 54.23 E., north of Socotra. The 
former reported having sighted torpedo tracks; 
the latter a submarine. Neither appears to have been damaged.
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18.12.1944.
Monday.

China
10. A large U.S. air force, (84 Super- 
Portresses, 33 Liberators and 30 Mitchells) was 
despatched against targets in the Hankow area, 
with 89 Mustangs and 60 Kittyhawks as escort. 
Heavy demolition was caused in the warehouse 
and dock areas and a large vessel was set on fire.

Australia and New Zealand
11. Eight U.S. Thunderbolts on a sweep of the 
Sulu Archipelago set one small merchant vessel 
on fire near Tawi Tawi seaplane base.

12. The U.S. submarine FLOUNDER reports sinking 
a German U-Boat south of the Kangean Islands, 
Dutch East Indies, with one observed and one 
timed torpedo hit on the morning of November 10.(NO
13. In reply to a suggestion that Canada should 
man two general repair ships of the British 
Pacific Fleet Train, N.S. H.Q. state that this is 
not intended, but that Canada is prepared to 
consider manning two escort maintenance ships
of the Fleet Train, to be employed principally, 
but not necessarily exclusively, in servicing 
Canadian escort vessels.

i
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.Defence of United Kingdom
Medway and Intend to discontinue the naval minewatching 
Swale mine- organisation in Rivers Medway and Swale now. 
watching. (C. in 0. Nore, 181545A to Admty)

Movements
RAMILLIES. Intend to sail RAMILLIES escorted by PERIM passing

Clyde Boom at 1015/l9th December to R/V with KEREN at 1300 at Number 8 Buoy thence proceeding 
in company to R/V with GARDINER and AVONVALE at 

Clyde lightship at 1400/l9th December. Destination of RAMILLIES 
Portsmouth E.T.A Boom 1500/2lst December.KEREN Southampton S. of A. 12 knots.(2) N.O.I.C. Liverpool is requested to sail GARDINER and AVONVALE 
to R/V as in para.(l)(3) Escorts will continue to limit of Command or as arranged by 
C. in C. Plymouth.(4) A.M. 161305 and A.M. 152024 neither to all refers.(F.O.I.C.Greenock, 181138A to P.O.I.C. Liverpool)

EURYALUS. P.C.S. 1200A 048 degs. 43’ N. 008 degs. 29* W.187 degs. 13 knots.90 miles astern programme due continuous gale. Proceeding best speed.
Weather report 4480 0765.
(EURYALUS, 181201A to C. in C. W.A.)

FLEETWOOD. Onward route F.O.G.M.A.151236 not to C. in C.Portsmouth from 0 through P 180 degs. Lizard 5 
miles thence to Portsmouth.

* (Plot. (O.D.), 181209A to FLEETWOOD)

M.S.F.13. Reference F.O.G.M.A's 141027. Fuel situationsatisfactory am proceeding to Plymouth with 6 ships 
of M/S Flot.13. E.T.A. 0200A/19th. Request 
Wolf Rock and Lizard Head lights from dusk to 
2200/l8th and Eddystone from 2200/l8th to 0300/19t 
(S.O.M.S.F.13, 181417A to C. in C. Plymouth)

H.N.M.S.
MOSS.

A.M. 161745A H. Nor. M.S. MOSS cannot be usefully employed in my command without considerable 
alterations which would not appear justifiable in 
view of para. 1.(2) Request disposal instructions. 
(A.C.0.S.181421A to Admty.)

NEWFOUNDLAND. On completion practice Tuesday 19th Decemberproceed by Minches and standard route to Greenock 
arriving Clyde Gate at 0800A/20th December.My 111406 refers.

/ (2) ...
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Movements
2 .

NEWFOUNDLAND S .  o f  A .  i s  t o  be at  l e a s t  24 k n o t s  f r o m  Seap a  
( C o n t d . )  t o  0 5 8  d e g s .  N.

( 3 )  B e r t h  a t  G r e e n o c k  Dog 1 bu oy .
( 4 )  A d m i r a l t y  d i v e r t  m a i l  t o  G r e e n o c k  f o r t h w i t h .
( c .  i n  0 .  H .F .  181530  t o  NEWFOUNDLAND)

NEWFOUNDLAND R o u t e :  By s t a n d a r d  r o u t e  B t o  p o s i t i o n  J  t h e n c e
t h r o u g h .  N. 4 8 . 0 5  N. 0 8 . 2 0  W. 0 .  4 3 . 0 0  N. 1 1 . 0 0  W.
P .  3 9 . 0 2  N. 1 1 . 0 3  W. Q. 3 6 . 0 1  N. 0 9 . 4 5  W. R. 3 5 . 5 1  N. 0 6 . 1 0  W 
t h e n c e  t o  G i b r a l t a r .
( P l o t . ( 0 . D . ) 182040A t o  F . O . I . G . G r e e n o c k )

RAVAGER. R e q u e s t  y o u  p r o v i d e  2 d e s t r o y e r s  t o  R /V  RAVAGER
o f f  D u n ca n s b y  Head a t  2000  Wednesday 2 0 t h  
D ecem ber  and e s c o r t  h e r  t o  L a t i t u d e  0 5 8  d e g s .  N. 
i n  M i n c h e s .

( 2 )  On r e l i e f  by  W e s t e r n  A p p r o a c h e s  e s c o r t  a t  0 5 8  d e g s .  N. 
a b o u t  0 4 3 0 A . / 2 l s t  D ecem ber  d e s t r o y e r s  a r e  t o  r e t u r n  t o  S c a p a .  
(G.  in  G. H .F .  181935A t o  R .A .D .  H . F . )

A . F . D . 3 7 .  F . O . B . A . A ’ s 1 7 1 0 3 6 .  R e q u e s t  y o u  w i l l  g i v e
i n t e n d e d  d e s t i n a t i o n  and p r o p o s e d  u s e  o f  A . F . D . 3 7  
and e x p e c t e d  d a t e  o f  movement.  Presume a r r a n g e 
m ents  w i l l  be made f o r  a i r  c o m p r e s s o r  t o  j o i n  
dock. '
( D . G . O . M . , 182140A t o  A . N . C . X . F . )

F . O . B . A . A ’ s 1 7 1 0 3 6 .  On w i t h d r a w a l  f r o m  A r r o m a n c h e s  A . F . D . 3 7  can 
be r e l e a s e d  f r o m  " O v e r l o r d " .
( A . N . C . X . F . 1 8 2 2 4 3 A  t o  A d m t y . )

O p e r a t i o n s

N o r t h  3ea

P a t r o l s .  P a t r o l  f o r  t o n i g h t  Monday.  ( l )  VB1Y.
( 2 )  BLENCATHRA. ( 3 )  EGLINGTON. ( 4 )  VERSATILE.
( 5 )  PUFFIN. (6A )  KITTIWAKE. ( 1 2 )  WALPOLE.
( 1 4 )  EKINS. ( 1 6 )  BERKELEY CASTLE w i t h  c o a s t a l  

f o r c e s  f r o m  O s t e n d .  ( 1 8 )  SHEARWATER. ( 1 9 )  CURZON and SLAZAK 
( P . S . ) •
( 3 )  E s c o r t  f o r  T . A . M . 2 2  COWDRAY and FERNIE.
( 4 )  CAI603 w i l l  be c a r r y i n g  oufc o p e r a t i o n  " A l p h a b e t " .
(C .  i n  G. N o r e ,  180955A t o  N ore  G om nand . )

S i t u a t i o n  
Re p o r t .

G o s i t i n t r e p  N o . 258  P a r t  f o u r  d i s c h a r g e d  b y  s e a  -  
24  h o u r  p e r i o d  e n d i n g  171600A D e ce m b e r .
B r i t i s h
P e r s o n n e l

V e h i c l e s S t o r e s B u lk P o l

A n tw e r p 2 489 7916 7277
O stend 439 248 3247 1018
B o u l o g n e 17 41 780 N i l
D ie  ppe N i l N i l 287 4 N i l
Caen ■ N i l N i l 1579 N i l

T o t a l s : 4 58 778 16396 8295

/  U . S . . . .
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HOME COMMANDS

O p e ra t io n s  
N o rth  Sea

•

S i t u a t i o nR e p o r t . U .S . N o rth  P e r s o n n e l . V e h ic le s S to r e s B ulk P o l .
(C o n td . ) * A ntw erp 2 N il 16665 N i lC h erb o urg 744 396 5658 2585Le H avre 539 78 4755 N ilRouen • 843 659 6607 606G r a n v i l le N i l N i l 1844 N i l

G .2  Summary
T o t a l s  

(S .H .A .E .F . N o .87 P a r t  I .
: 2128 
181830A to

1133
War O f f ic e )

35529 3191

(5 )  G e n e ra l . Enemy o f f e n s iv e  c l e a r l y on a s  g r e a t a s c a le a s  hei s  c a p a b le  o f .  H aving  gone so  f a r  i t  i s  to  be e x p e c te d  t h a t  he w i l l  now commit e v e r y th in g  a v a i l a b l e ,  r e l y i n g  on S ie g f i e d  L in e  and R o er R iv e r  to  p r o t e c t  h i s  f l a n k s .Main t h r u s t s  a t  p r e s e n t  v i a  Malmedy to w a rd s  and due e a s t  th ro u g h  B asto g n e  L ie g e . I f  fo rm e r  p roved  s u c c e s s f u l  th e n  enemy w i l l  u n d o u b te d ly  e x te n d  th e  sc o p e  o f  h i s  o p e r a t io n s  w ith  view  to  c u t t i n g  o f f  w hole o f A l l i e d  p o s i t i o n  in  A achen s e c t o r  *and r e g a in in g  M euse.S o u th e rn  h a l f  o f  o f f e n s iv e  h a s  n o t y e t  d i s c lo s e d  any  d e f i n i t e  o b j e c t i v e  b u t no re a s o n  t o  re g a rd  i t  a s  a d iv e r s io n .(S .H .A .E .F .1 81 9 0 0 A  to  War O f f ic e )

S t r a i n  on F ro n t  r e f l e c t e d  a t  R e a r .

S . 71426 c ip h e r  18 D ecem ber.C i t e .  S .H .G .B .I . s ig n e d  E isen h o w e r.From  S tro n g  f o r  J o i n t  I n t e l l i g e n c e  C om m ittee , London.R e q u es t t h a t  a l l  i n t e l l i g e n c e  v i s i t s  t o  S .H .A .E .F . and Army G roups be p o stp o n ed  u n t i l  f u r t h e r  n o t i c e .  T h is  in c lu d e s  Combined I n t e l l i g e n c e  S u b co m m ittee . (S .H .A .E .F . No T .0 .0 /1 8  t o  War O f f i c e . )

M in in g  in  C o s i t i n t r e p  N o .258 P a r t  I I  N a v a l .S c h e ld e . One s h ip  in  T.A.M . Convoy m ined in  p o s i t i o n  047d e g s . Z eeb rugge  7 m i le s ,  s h ip  h a s  sunk  b u t i t  i s  n o t y e t  known w h e th e r  s h ip  i s  in  c h a n n e l .I t  i s  c o n s id e re d  p ro b a b le  t h a t  r e c e n t  c a s u a l t i e s  
in  t h i s  s e c t i o n  o f  c h a n n e l a r e  due t o  m in e la y in g  o f  enemy 
a i r c r a f t  on 8 th  D ecem ber.
(A .N .C .X .F . 182239A to  A dm ty .)

O p e ra t io n s
C hannel

/U-1209 Im m ed ia te  a s s i s t a n c e  r e q u i r e d  su b m arin e  washed upon r o c k s .  Can se e  one man a l i v e .  W i l l  l e t  you 
know more l a t e r .(W olf Rock L ig h th o u s e , 18103QA to  L and ’ s End 
R ad io )S/M h a s  s l ip p e d  o f f  ro c k s  and i s  u n d e r w eigh  p ro c e e d in g  w estw ards p a i n t e d  d a rk  g re y  one man on co n n in g  to w e r, can n o t s e e  any 

m ark in g s  on h e r .(W olf Rock L ig h th o u s e , 181033A to  Lands End R ad io )
/S /M  . . .
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Operations 
Channel
S/M moving East now, crew abandoning ship now in 
a dinghy.
There is a "U" on the float that is all we can 
see. Ship appears to be sinking fast, crew 
abandoning ship, several in water, we can't see 

how many. Standing by to hear from you.
(Wolf Rock Light, 181045 to Land's End Radio)

S/M moved around the tower and is now passing Eastwards and 
appears to be sinking fast. Crew abandoning ship in a rubber 
float. Can see letter U-Marked on float. Several of crew in 
water.

(Wolf Rock Light, 181045A to Land's End Radio)
The S/M has sunk and all the crew are in the water. There 

are several ships in the vicinity. Can you call any of them
up. Have signal flying but they do not seem to take any 
notice.

(Wolf Rock Light, 181101A to Lands End Radio)
Unidentified S/M reported abandoning ship in close vicinity 

Wolf Rock at 1045A/18. Investigate and report situation 
Warwick Aircraft W/T TJT 47 R/T Plainsong'47 co-operating.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 181116A to MONTREAL, RIBBLE.)
Boat in vicinity now picking up the crew.
(Wolf Rock Lt. 181137A to Lands End Radio)
Following survivors picked up from U-28 F.16 (number 

doubtful), sunk in position 155 degs. l£ miles Wolf Rock. 
MONTREAL 18 survivors RIBELE 18 survivors and one dead.
(3) Further signal follows.

(MONTREAL, 181238A to C-in C. Plymouth)
S/M reported to have foundered in position 1 mile E.S.E. of 

Wolf Rock. Endeavour to locate and accurately fix the wreck. 
Having located plaster wreck and endeavour to bring up and 
collect evidence.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 181250A to MONTREAL, RIBBLE.)
Numerous small echoes may indicate presence of enemy mines 

in position, my 181238A refers.
(MONTREAL 181318A to 0. in G. Plymouth)
(1) Insist on obtaining U-Boat captain's name and U-Boat 

number. Number given in your 181238A not considered correct. 
(2) Comply with my 181250A.

(G. in G. Plymouth, 181538A to MONTREAL)
Your 181408A• Comply with my 181250A then proceed to Ply

mouth.
(C. in G. Plymouth, 181646A to MONTREAL)
Evidence indicates that U-Boat was U.1209 one P.O.W. who 

speaks Russian states that Captain's name was 0ber^f[|eut^nant 
Hfilsenbeck. ^

(MONTREAL, 181715A to C. in G. Plymouth)
Your 181726A. (A) 38 alive 2 dead. (B) 2. Am acting

under orders of FAULKNOR. Your 181816.
(MONTREAL, 182125A to G. in G. Plymouth)

War Diary

;§U-1209. 
(Contd.)

Patrols. Anti-snort patrol Areas given.
(2) Area X. 01 degs. 20' 00 degs. 20' W. 49 
degs. 48' 50 degs. 20' divided into four sections

/ by ...
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Operations 
Channel
by 49 degs. 56' 50 degs. 04* 50 degs. 12’.
(3) Ships take sections from North in sequence 
SPRAGGE, HARGOOD, BRILLIANT, HOTHAM by 1800 
from North West corner to South West corner by 
0830.

(4) Weather permitting M.T.B*s 40 degs. 50' 50 degs. 20' on a 
line 5 miles west of H channel from 1700 to 0930.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 181246A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force.)

If no contact by 1700 adjust course and speed to conform 
with my 181246A. North East Corner by 1800 South East Corner 
by 0830.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 181545A to BRILLIANT, HOTHAM.)
Air Patrols. My 281728 para. 12.

(A) Night 18th/l9th patrol 3 Leigh Light Wellingtons Day 19th 
patrol 3 Liberators 4 and 5 Swordfish.
(B) 838 Squadron K.B.C. 842 Squadron S.L.R.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 181642A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force

Patrols. 
(Contd.)

SS. SILVER 
LAUREL 
sunk off 
Dodman's.

H.S.L. reports 
boats rafts.

Proceed with utmost despatch to vicinity Dodman 
Point, to investigate reported ship torpedoed.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 181713A to MONTREAL, RIBBLE, 
E.G.25. )
Have found boats position 50 degs. 05’ N.
04 degs. 47' W. based on a Gee fix obtained within 
half-an-hour of 1800 homing H^S.L.
(A/C TJT50, 181830 to 19 Group)
objects sighted were calcium flares on life-belts,

(A/C TJT 50 181925A to 19 Group.)Regret to report SS. SILVEI^JLAUREL in B.T.C.10 was torpedoed 
in position 130 degs. Dodman Point 7.5 at 1645 and sank at 1747. 
No casualties. 66 survivors landed at Plymouth.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 182348A to Admty.)

Suspected Carried out Hedgehog attack on asdic contact
U-Boat position 050 degs. 00* 30". 000 degs. 56’ 20"
60 miles heavy explosion possibly bottomed.
north of (BRILLIANT, 182035A to C. in C. Portsmouth)
Le Havre. Lost contact carrying out observant HOTHAM

joining me.(BRILLIANT, 182043 to C. in C. Portsmouth) 
Reference C. in C. Plymouth’s 211408A November 

A. Nil. B. Good. Course of contact 320 degs. 3 knots.
C. Good trace. Echo classified doubtful but held throughout 
Hedgehog attack. D. No Evidence. E* Nil. F. Two strong 
Hedgehog explosions.
My 182035 refers.
(BRILLIANT, 182131A to C. in C. Portsmouth)Observant completed. No contact. Carrying out Scabbard
with HOTHAM.

(BRILLIANT, 182211 to C. in C. Portsmouth)
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Operations 
Western Approaches
Several attacks made by NYASALAND on good contact 
in position 051° 21* N. 008° 03’ W.
(2) Hedgehog hits claimed.
(3; NYASALAND is making one more attack bottomed 
target and then rejoining.
(S.0.E.G.18, 180015A to C. in C. W.A.)
My 180015. First attack was with depth charges 

after which contact was regained and strong whistle effect heard. 
Second attack was with Hedgehog.
(2) Several explosions heard after 8-g- seconds sinking time 
followed by extremely violet explosions few seconds later.
(3) Reference paragraph (3) of my 180015 this contact was
(?group omitted) or disturbance caused by the violet explosion 
and subsequently faded.
4) Very pungent odour of oil fuel was noticed.
S.O.E.G.18, 181119A to C. in G.W.A.)

Your 181609A. 051° 22’ N. 008° 03' W.
(2) From subsequent fix now estimate position to have been 
051° 16' N. 008° 05' W.

(S.O.E.G.18, 181705A to C. in C.W.A.)

War Diary

Probable
U-boat
off
Queenstown

Second H.X. 324. In view of my 172215Z and unless
probable otherwise ordered, intend EASTVIEW escort Bristol
U-boat Channel section and TILLSONBURG continue with
off Irish Sea Section EASTVIEW overtaking if weather
Queenstown permits. My 161915A and my 162343A refer.

Acknowledge. W/R 5361 9512 suitable.
(S.O.E.G. C.6, 180016Z to C. in C.W.A.)
Obtained a definite submarine contact 2140Z/17 in 

position 51.33.40 N. - 8.10.30 W. Submarine heard blowing 
tanks after second depth charge attack with strong hydrophone 
effect. Submarine not sighted on surface. Further contact 
obtained 9 minutes later. Carried out Hedgehog attack which was 
followed by one explosion 9 seconds after firing. No further 
contact obtained and no wreckage observed. RXC Radar defective 
throughout. Continuing hunt with £tohourg.C-adooRC,.
(LAUZON 180130Z to C. in C. W.A.)

My 180130Z. No further contacts obtained. Am rejoining 
C.6 C03?OUJ?G in company. My position, course and speed 51.34 N. 
008.11 W. 063, 14 knots.

(LAUZON 180220Z to C. in C.W.A.)
NYASALAND carried out promising attackjn 51° 22* N. 08°

03’ W. at 0015A/18. On account of urgent operation she was 
unable to continue the search.
LAUZON also carried out an attack in 51° 33' N. 08° 10* W» at 
0230A/18. 1st E.G. investigate these positions.

(C. in C.W.A. 181634A to S.O.E.G.l.)
My 181634A. Amend position of NYASALAND's attack to read 

51.16 N. 08.05 W.
(C. in C.W.A. 181844A to S.O.E.G.l)

30th E.G. Arrived fuelled and sailed 30th E.G. PEVENSEY
CASTLE (S.O.) LAUNCESTON CASTLE, KENILWORTH 
CASTLE, PORCHESTER CASTLE and CAISTOR CASTLE 
C. in C.W.A.*s 162316 refers. Speed of advance 12 
knots.(F.O.I.C. N.I., 180600A to C. in C.W.A., C. in C. 
Plymouth)

/CAMELLIA.
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Operations
Western Approaches/sô .)

CAMELLIA Have returned area in accordance your 170055A.
My position course and speed 052° 42’ N. 020° 00’ 
W. 270° 089° 6 knots.
Your 172231A. Request final instructions in 

view of my 172100A. Consider I am able to continue reporting 
duties.
(CAMELLIA 181000A to C. in C.W.A.)

Your 181000A. Well Done.
In view of your last para, cancel my 172231 and continue weather 
reporting duties as in my 081048A.
(2) Report what repairs have been effected and if you consider 
they are good enough to enable you to last out your patrol.

(C. in C.W.A. 181251A to CAMELLIA)
\  '

E.G.l to C. in C.W.A.’s 162319A.
relieve Sailed 1st E.G. to comply.
E.G.6. (P.O.I.C. Milford 181231A to C. in C.W.A.)

Your 210319A. E.T.A. 009° W. 0430A/19th. 
(S.O.E.G.l, 181447A to C. in C.W.A.)

Patrols

Suspected
U-boat

Operations
Norway
Positions of submarines at 0800 19th December.
(a) VENTURER on patrol off Egersund.
(b) RUBIS on patrol off Skudesnes.
(C. of W., 181926A to Flag Officers concerned)

Operations 
Northern Waters
By D/P on 5085 Kc/s at 2307Z/17th U-boat with 40 
miles of 62.20 N. 20.00 W.
(D.D.I.C. 180155A to Escorts of U.R.147)

Convoy Scapa arrivals C.S.l in CAMPANIA with BELLONA,
R.A.62 NAIRANA. D.6 in CAESAR with CAPRICE, CAMBRIAN,

ONSLAUGHT.
(A.C.O.S. 181026 to Admty.)
R.A.62 was scattered by gale but is now reformed. 

One straggler PORT ROMAINE last seen 6 miles astern convoy 
1500 yesterday. Search has been made with no result.
Convoy noon position 60° 05’ N. 04° 30' W. course 200° speed 7 
knots. Request 18 Group be informed.
(D.17, 181410A to C. in C.H.P.)Destination of MONNOW is Greenock to land P.O.W. then 
Londonderry.(2) Hasten reply to paragraph 4 of my 161830 not to all.
(C. in C.W.A. 182309A to Escorts of R.A.62.)

/Convoy.



MOST SECRET

War Diary
HOME COMMANDS

426
18.12.1944 
Monday_____

Operations
Northern Waters - Contd.
Intend holding conference at 1200/20th at 
Inverary with C.Os. of ten Russian Submarine 
Chasers, E.O.S.O. Glasgow and others interested. 
Six chasers to proceed Lamlash after conference 
to arrive Lamlash before dark 20th.

Remaining four Chasers proceed Lamlash a.m. 21st. Tanker 
LACKLAN to arrive Lamlash 0900 21st oiling trials with as many 
Chasers as possible during daylight 21st. Tanker LACKLAN to 
return Lamlash for night and complete trials with remaining 
submarine chasers. Commencing 0900 22nd on completion tanker 
LACKLAN returns to Loch Long and Chasers proceed Greenock to 
have fresh water tanks converted to fuel tanks. Request 
necessary Pilots may be arranged.
(F.O.I.C. Glasgow, 181221 to F.O.I.C. Greenock, N.O.I.C.'s 
Inverary, Lamlash.)

My 131734, request one Escort Carrier may be allocated 
for convoy J.W.63 to arrive Scapa by 27th December.

(C. in C.H.F. 181424 to Admty.)

Convoy 
J.W.63

Routes
for
non-
operational
aircraft.

Allied Air Activity 
My 171246A concur.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 181002A to Admty.) 
A.M.171246A concur.
(V.A. Dover, 181220A to Admty.)

Mining
Minesweeping Operation "Link" completed with S.A./L.L. 15
of le Havre actuations.

B.Y.M.S. 2234 damaged by near miss mine at 1225 in 
position 080° HV (?4) buoy 2 miles. Ship towed 
into Havre. Both engines out of action.
(Capt. M/3 N.F. 180931A to C.T.F.125.)

Minesweeping Cancel my 141715A and para. 6 of my 131400A. 
in Schelde Subject to concurrence of Com. Belgium M/S Force 

A may now return to U.K. on an agreed date 
leaving behind ships in accordance with paras. 1 
to 4 of my 141715A.

(2) Com. Belgium is to be furnished with records of all sweeping- 
carried out by Force A.
(C. in C. Nore, 181053A to Capt. M/S F.A.)

Operation "Calendar".
(1) Sweeping today Monday 18th December S.A.- L.L (A) N.F.13 -
L8 E.G. M.S.
’ 2 ) North side of channel N.F.13 - N.F.18 E.G. M.S.6 extra 
actuations between N.F.15 and N.F.17 (C) south side of channel 
j.F. 13 - N.F. 18 E.G. M.S. (D) Temeuzento N.F. 18 (E) area Bol 
/■an Knock for laying of buoy marking QZH 789 and new Bol^ouoy (F) 
3.a . by M.L.221 and Oropesa sweeping By M.Ls. in Ooster ochelde. 
Retails of Channels follow. S.A. - L.L. by M.L.221 off entrance
to Wemeldinge.

( G )  • • •
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Mining
Minesweeping (g ) L.A.A. sweeping in G
in Schelde 2) Nil.(Contd.) 3) Nil.w Surveying continues.

(5) M.M.3. 175, 25L B.Y.
107U.
(capt. M/S. P.A. 181831A to C. in C. Nore.) 

Sweeping in accordance with your 171503A has been 
completed. Double Flag Dan laid as follows Bal Van Knocke, 
Starboard Flag, Numeral 8. N.F.13 Numeral One, Numeral Four.
In view of BEAVER II's 181700A and DISCOVERY II 1815^0 request 
operation be postponed till further sweeping has been completed. 
Your 171220A refers. Further signal will be made.
(Capt. M/S F.A. I81856A to C. in C. Nore.)

18th M.S.F. Request you will sail available ships of 18th 
M.S.F. and HARRIS to Small Downs on Wednesday 
20th December.
(2) 18th M.S.F. to proceed to Ostend on 

Thursday 21st sweeping LL/SA E.G. M.S. south of centre line N.F.5 
to N.F.8 buoys on passage.
(3) C. in C. Nore is to be kept informed of movements and 
progress.
(1+) Ships are to anchor off Ostend or in Margate Roads or Small 
Downs.
(C. in C. Nore, 181554A to F..0.I.C. Harwich.)

1st M.S.F. Intend sailing first M.S. Flotilla from Margate
Roads 0700 tomorrow Tuesday 19th carrying out 
programme in accordance with your 161617*- 
(SPEEDWELL 181636a  to C. in C. Nore.)
•Ref. 1st M.S.F. to Ostend.

Port Facilities * # ,
Antwerp Further to my 161730. Request 10 U.S. Ships be

sailed in T.A.M.23 and ten in T.A.M.2lj.. There
after six ships daily.
(N.O.I.C. Antwerp 181520A to A.N.C.X.F.)

Loch Ewe A.M. li+1656 para. 3, on closing down Loch Ewe as
a convoy assembly port the following redistil bution 
of auxiliary vessels and small craft now at Loch 
Ewe is proposed.
(a) 3 Drifters to Cardiff sub-command for duty

at Barry Roads as convoy assembly port. My 111018 refers.
(b) 1 M.F.V. to Holyhead to meet an urgent requirement in 
connection with special training. Two M.F.Vs. are necessary for 
this duty and so far one only has been provided. My 191737 
refers.
(c) Two drifters to remain at Loch Ewe for general duties with 
ships sent to that port. A.M. quoted para. 2(d) also refers.
(d) One M.F.V. to Milford Haven for duties with reserve fleet 
ships. My 091737 refers.
None of the above requirements can be met from any other source 
within the command and all are necessary and outstanding.

/(2)•..
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Port Facilities
Loch
Ewe
(Contd.)

X U  X O  X  VAX U l l v s A  X  U y V / w v U  U  l i u  U  •  (

Two A/S Trawlers of the 23rd auxiliary A/S 
group should be transferred to Swansea for A/S 
protection of ships at anchor in Mumbles Area. 
My 151223 refers.

°* It is further proposed that:-
AA
/s

(b) Remaining two Trawlers of 23rd auxiliary A/S 
group be transferred to Rosyth command. C. in

C. Rosyth's 171325 refers.
(3) After meeting the requirements in paragraphs 1 and 2 above 
the following vessels 00 uld be relinquished for service 
elsewhere:-
Drifters 7> M.P.Vs. 2, leading in Yachts 4.
(C. in C.V.A. 1819*+5A to Admty.)

weather or high speed would flood tiller flat. Intend anchorin 
Cork Light Vessel. E.T.A. 0300A 16th, TORRINGTON has taken ove 
li+ patrol.
(SEYMOUR, 180745 to C. in C. Nore.)

from holds and provision of pumping equipment. Salvage company 
will assist but are unable to undertake all necessary work. 
Discharge by sand sucker is being investigated, but local sand 
sucking vessels are not suitable. Request allocation for 
necessary work. Vessel can not be docked before Tuesday, as 
work of refloating must be done in daylight and in fine weather 
(Ends).
Swansea Docks are congested and it is undesirable to take up an 
urgently wanted berth. Request consideration may be given to 
towing vessel back to her fitting out port. Salvage officers 
report vessel is seaworthy and in condition for towing. 
(P.O.I.C. Cardiff, 181109A to Admiralty.)

SS. ISBJORN Dutch MV OSTERHAVEN arrived in tow of H.M.T.
ENTICER with 11 survivors ex Norwegian SS.ISBJORN. 
OSTERHAVEN sighted wreckage position 50.27 N.
03.00 ¥. at 10.30 17th and rescued survivors from 

water logged boat and two rafts. Master of ISBJORN amongst 
survivors who states vessel's cargo shifted ship capsized about 
0600/17. Written report follows.
(N.O.I.C. Dartmouth, 181517A to Admty., C. in C. Plymouth.)

SS. FINLANDE Received from Coastguard Wick.
Peterhead Lifeboat launching to go to vessel

Casualties and Defects
H.M.S.
SEYMOUR

In collision with merchant ship ANTONY WAYNE. 
Merchant ship undamaged. Own damage 6 feet of
shell plating above water line torn away on 
starboard quarter. No under water damage. 
Am leaving patrol returning Harwich as heavy

FORMIGNY Following message received from N.O.I.C. Swansea 
refers to FORMIGNY:- Removal of sand ballast
will entail a considerable amount of burning and 
welding also removal of a large number of drums

hore at entrance to Peterhead North Harbour Wick Radio 181922A to "Admiral Lyness")
/Ashore...• «  «
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Casualties and Defects
Ashore off Peterhead.
0?INLANDS No T.O.O. to Wick, Radio.)

Received 2003Z.
Prom Coastguard Wick, Peterhead Lifeboat returned 
t.o harbour at 2035A/l8th with 36 - complete crew 

of (BFVK) FINLANDE 182050. Ends.
(Wick Radio 182104 to A.C.O.S.)

H.M.T. N.O.I.C. Holyhead 171155* It has now been found
VASCAMA that VASCAMA was not holed and only damage

sustained appears to be to Asdic equipment. As 
asdics are not essential for her present duties 

intend retaining her at Holyhead until relieved in normal course 
when underwater examination and replacement of dome will be 
required. N.O.I.C. Holyhead concurs.
(T.C. Rockabill, 18210LA to N.O.I.C. Holyhead.)

Shipping Convoys
Dover 171245* Concur.
(P.O.B.A.A. 180934a to V.A. Dover.)

F.O.I.C. Greenock's 301438 November being passed 
to Admiralty and D.S.T. EMPIRE LIFEGUARD has 
burst a boiler tube. I am much concerned over 
the engine room personnel of these rescue ships 
(ex Castle Class). The boiler room complement 
which I understand is one Fireman per boiler 
room would seem inadequate for water tube boilers. 

Also knowledge of burning oil fuel in these ships would appear 
in some cases to be poor. Should these vessels break down 
with a convoy due to machinery troubles, they would be more of an 
embarrassment than an asset.
(2) It is, therefore, for consideration that their engine room 
complements should be reviewed and in any case given appropriate 
training before taking these ships to sea on service.
(C. in C.W.A. 182357 to Admty.)

Signals re 
train ferries 
to cease.

E . R *
complements 
of Rescue 
Ships.

War Diary

SS. FINLANDE 
(Contd.)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic
Search for
Hissing
Aircraft

U.S.S. BOOTH is to abandon search and proceed to 
Casablanca for fuel and to await further orders. 
C.T.F. 62 172315 not to all refers.
(2) WOLVERINE is to sail at loOGA today Icth Dec. 
S.O.A. 12 knots, to relieve U.S.S. GUNASON in
approx, position. (A) 35 degs. 34» N. 12.50 W.

(3) When relieved GUNASON is to proceed to Azores to fuel unless
otherwise ordered. C.T.F. 6l. 171012 not to all refers.
(4) U.S.S. GUNASON and BOOTH searching for possible survivors of 
Fortress and Ventura aircraft both overdue. Aircraft are 
Co-operating.
(5) GUNASON is requested to arrange rv. position direct with WOLVERINE.
(6) WOLVERINE acknowledge.
(F.O.G.L.A. 181131A to WOLVERINE U.S.S. BOOTH U.S.S. GUNASON) 
BOOTH departs position 34.40 N. 13.04 W. at 1530Z on course O99. 
S.O.A. 17. Request C.L.S.F. arrange following loeristic 
requirements (details).
E.T.A. Casablanca 0900Z 19th Dec. Hold Q.B.A. 137. Guarding 
Gibraltar Broadcast 2150 and 2014 Voice Call "Greta". F.O.G.L.A*1 
181109 refers.
(U.S.S. BOOTH 1C1555Z to C.L.S.F.)

3. Request Admty. provide onward route from position (J) as no L.Q. charts are held.

(S.B.N.O. Azoress xuj.‘+xui) to r a. )

Flight "A", "Appian". Request report on experience gained and

rendered as soon as possible after arrival of craft at Gibraltar. 
3» .O.W.LI. 15CJC4, para. 4, not to all. No sailing signal for 
Flight "A" has been received in Admty. A.L. 141843 refers.
(D.O.D. (D.C.O.D. concurs) 132046A to F.O.G.L.A.) Reply:I91902A

HYDRANGEA Sailed from Horta at 0850Z/l8th HYDRANGEA for
Portsmouth routed as in h.0.3. Bermuda. III546 
and Admty. 161810, S.O.A. 13 knots. E.T.A. 
position (J) ObOOZ/22.

2. Latest messages held QZH.78S L .67 S .653 X.I472.

(S.B.N.O. Azores 181300Z to F.O.G.L.A.)

ANGUILLn Intend sailing when ready ANGUILLA to Bermuda

of passage to Gibraltar be forwarded to Admiralty by Air Hail.
2. Reports for subsequent flights are to be

/South Atlantic...
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Freetown
base,
policy.

South Atlantic
From notes supplied by Admiralty to Resident 
Minister West Africa it appears that Admty. 
policy^ still adheres to Freetown being at 12 
months notice as escort base and repair and maintenance base on termination of war with
Germany. Post German War Policy for Naval Base 

at Freetown is at a standstill pending reply to proposals 
made in my 682/1341/23 of 21st June on receipt of proposals 
referred to in Para. 2 of A.L. 231635 August meanwhile base can only be at 12 months'notice if a floating dock and repair ship 
are again provided during that notice and then only for 
Laintenance of escort force of present size and not for 
requirements laid down in A.L. L .012741/43 of 6th Larch 1944. (F.O.C.W.A. 181748 to Admty.) Reply: 251052A
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Mediterranean.

KELVIN My 161015. (N.T. in W .D .) SS. BANTRIA delayed
by headwind. Intend to  pass Kinaros f i r s t  l ig h t  
tomorrow Tuesday. Expected time o f  a rr iv a l 
Khios 1800B /I9th ., December. F.O.L.E.M. 172007B 

and S.O. Force 53 's  171946b . Intend to  leave Khios so as to  
(group missed) Mudros 0700B/20th. Return Khios fo r  fu e l p.m. 
20th.
(KELVIN, 1809214B to S.O. Force 53, S.O. M/S F. 12, (R) F.O.L.E.M. 
Force 53, S.O. Force 51 ).

M.L. I t  is  intended
F lo t i l la s .  (A) That the fo llow in g  boats con stitu tin g  the

f i r s t  d iv is io n  o f  the 3rd M.L. F lo t i l la  based on 
West coast o f  I ta ly  should form the 3rd M.L. 

F lo t i l la .  M.Ls. 121, 134, 338, 462, 554, 565 , 569, 575.
(B) That the ex is tin g  second d iv is io n  o f  the Third F lo t i l la  
con s is tin g  o f  M.Ls. 135, 168, 459, 480, 558 and 580 based in  
the A d ria tic  should be reformed into  a separate F lo t i l la .
(2 ) Admiralty are requested to  a llo ca te  F lo t i l la  number fo r  boat 
in  P a ra .l(B ).
(C. in  C. Med., 181030 to Admty).

Part three Coastal A ir  Force. (?D ec. 16-17) 6 W ellingtons 
A ir  C o s it in - on armed R/C by night from Maestro Point/Cap 
trep  No.526. Salvore bombed 3 E-boats with unobserved r e s u lts .

By Day, Beaufighters with escortin g  S p it f ir e s
R/C V en ice -T rieste , and S p it f ir e s  R/C S e s tr i , 

Levante without in c id en t. Shipping escorts  and minesweeping 
p a tro ls  were flown and 7 a ir  sea rescue searched and p a tro ls  one 
which a p i l o t  was rescued by a Catalina.
(H.Q. , M.A.A.F. , 181036A).

Your 171916 w il l  be complied with as fa r  as 
opera tion a l requirements perm it.
2. However, vessels employed on inter-M ed. 
serv ice  which are required to return to U.K. in  
M.K. F. convoy or proceed to India with a K.M.F. 
convoy must p erforce  co in cid e  with K.M.F/M.K.F. 
sh ips.
(P .S .T .O . Med., 181100 to  P. S.T.O.M. E .)

( l )  Intend ZZ Craft be a llo ca ted  as fo llo w s :
F irst Group ZZ one to  f iv e  Sweepers, ZZ 23 
accommodation c r a f t ,  ZZ 27 stores c a r r ie r , ZZ 21 

dan la y er . Second Group ZZ 6 , to  ten Sweepers, ZZ 24 accommoda
t io n  c r a f t ,  ZZ 28 stores c a r r ie r . Third Group ZZ 11 to 15 
Sweepers, ZZ 25 accommodation c r a f t ,  ZZ 29 stores c a r r ie r ,  ZZ 22 
dan la y er . Fourth Group ZZ 16 to  20 Sweepers, ZZ 26 accommoda
t io n  c r a f t ,  ZZ 30 stores  ca r r ie r .
(2 ) F irst and Second Groups to  form F lo t i l la  A, Third and Fourth 
Groups to  form F lo t i l la  B. Request F lo t i l la s  A and B be 
a llo ca ted  F lo t i l la  numbers.
( 3 ) The above c ra ft  together with H.Q. Satus L.C.T. L. C .I.
H.D.M.Ls.? and Gen. Boang when attached to  be known as Force 60. 
(F .O .L .E .M ., 181208B to  C. in  C. Med).

Personnel 
Sh ips, 
Alexandria.

Force 60

/URCHIN.. .
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URCHIN
Mediterranean, • - Contd,
Request confirmation H.M. S. URCHIN sailed in 
accordance with N.O,I.C.Liverpool’s 151802 
(Hush Top, N.T. inW.D.)
(C. in C. Med., 181209A to C. in C. W.A.)

DART, V.A,M. is requested to report earliest expected
EVENLODE. time of arrival Gibraltar of DART and EVENLODE.

2. Admty. is requested to indicate to F. 0. G.M.A. 
which alternative is preferred. F.O.G.M.A's 

171754 and 181055 C. in C. Med’s 171815, not all to V.A.M. refer.
(C. in C. Med., 1813151A to V.A.M. Admty, Info, F.O.G.M.A.)

Earliest E.T.A. Gibraltar of ships in your 181351 is 
daylight 24th December.

(V.A. Malta, 182120 to C. in C. Med).

MUSKETEER Your 41?? (incompletely received). CHISWICK,
(?Volos). FORT COLUMBIA, L.S.T.602 with men vehicles stores

and ammunition hurriedly loaded E.T.A. Salonika 
1600/19th escort UNST. CHISWICK short of coal 

and water, FORT COLUMBIA has coal (?cargo).
(MUSKETEER, 181518B to S.B.N.O. N. Aegean) See also 182035B.

Transfer of Ref. A.M. 011132 Dec. Request accounting base 
L.S.T. s. for L.S.T’s being transferred to R.N. may be

communicated immediately. Intend commissioning 
ships on 25th Dec. repeat 25th Dec.
(N.O.I.C. Tunisia, 181550A to C. in C. Med).

Ref. A.M. 011132 Dec. American L.S.Ts. are being transfer 
with 30 days American provisions on board for which victualling 
allowance is 75 cents per day. Propose Special victualling 
allowance of 3 shippings and 9 pence per day be paid to British 
crews for 30 days and that Americans issuing prices remain 
unaltered.

(N.O.I.C. Tunisia, 181558A to C. in C. Med).

SIRIUS Your 161832B not to all (N.T. in W.D.) Intend 
to proceed to Mitylene a.m. tomorrow Tuesday 19th 
Dec. with Commander Force 142 on board.
(SIRIUS, 181610 to F.O.L.E.M.)

Sail at 0930/19th S. of A. 25 knots by Q.B.B.123 
(C)position 278 Q.B.B. 338 positions 19* 92, 89 
to pass Gibraltar at 0130 21st for onward routeing 
by F.O.G.M.A. to U.K. E.T.A. Clyde l600/23rd. 

"Dragonfly” 364 normal.
Greenock is requested to arrange to disembark 

draft on arrival consisting of 12 Naval Officers approx. 500 
ratings and 1+0 Military other ranks.
4) Ship will require 2,000 tons fuel.
5) All times A.
'6) C. in C. Med’s 132233A not to all refers.
>.A.M., I8I65IA to BERWICK)

BERWICK 
(for U.K.)

Codeword
F.O.I.C.

/GLOIRE...
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Mediterranean. - Contd.
GLOIRE S. 71434. Return schedule F/S GLOIRE for arrival

E.T.O. by 1st January is satisfactory.
(S. H.A.E. F. Main (signed Eisenhower 181700A to 
Cominch).

GAVOTTE, Take FOXTROT under your orders and sail at 0800/20
FOXTROT. to Bizerta, S. of A. 9 knots by Q. B. B. 123 (C)

to position 278 thence Q.B.B. 338 215 E.T.A. 1200 
21st.

2. Codeword "Metalwork" 812.
3» Keep constant watch 2150 k/cs.
4« C. in C. Med's 041825 and my 061059 not to all refer.
(V.A. Malta, 181716a  to GAVOTTE)

Volos
Evacuat ion.

Evacuation is (?over). Intend sailing G. S. NIKI 
and F.T. 24 tomorrow morning 19th to Piraeus. 
E.T.A. 1200B/20th December.
(N.O.I.C. Volos, 181730B to Greek C. in C. , (R) 
MUSKETEER, F.O.L.E.M. , Salonika, C . C. 0. , S. B. N. 0. 
Greece, F.O.L.E.M. Athens).

WEST POINT Amend my 171734A (?171732A intended).
(to U.S.A.) Para. 1. Destination Norfolk.

Para. 2. 21 knots.
Para. 4. E.T.A. Position (q ) 1900/19 9° W. 

0330/20 20° W. 0500/21 Chop 1430/21 position (w) 0001/26 Norfolk 
1J400/26.
9. Latest Q messages held Q. J.A. 286, Q. J. C. 193» Q. J. H. 372.
10. C.E.S.F. is requested to pass our 1717314A to Com. 5 and 
Port Director Norfolk.
(Com. N.O.B., Oran, 181824A to Admty. etc).

EMILE Marine Paris proposes that postponed visit of
BERTIN. F. S. EMILE BERTIN to Beyrout should now take place

2. Ship would leave Toulon on December 20th and 
fuel at Port Said before returning to Toulon.
3. Admiral Auboyneau’s flag is flying in ship. 
(F.O.W.M., 181838A to C. in C. Med).

NEWFOUNDLAND. Request information when NEWFOUNDLAND is expected 
to sail from U.K. Admty. 031259* Nov.
(C. in C. Med., 181923A to Admty).

SAGGAT C. in C. M e d ’s 171223* Request you will hold
(Relief for SAGGAT until called forward.
Piraeus) (S.B.N.O. Greece, 182027B to F.O.G.M.A.)

PENTSTEMON, Intend to sail PENTSTEMON and BANFORA with about 
BANFORA. 2,000 Italian ex P.O.Ws. for Taranto at 2300B

by standard route position 704 thence by route 
R. 12 and R.10, speed 13 knots. E.T.A. Taranto 
0700B/21st Dec.
(MUSKETEER, 1820353 to F.O.T.A.L. I. )

/Situation...
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Situat ion 
Report 
No.509-

is strained.

(1) Gulf of Genoa. Night l6th December fore of 
allied trawlers and coastal craft attacked enemy 
convoy, 8 ships near Mesco Point. Complete 
tactical surprise achieved and 3 F lighters sunk.
(2) Adriatic. At Sibenik local authorities are 
being helpful and friendly, but situation at Vis 
Combined air and sea attack Lussin Island carried

out on 17th December. Destroyers released Asino and engaged 
M/B west Canidole Island. Coastal craft chased 2 explosive 
M/Bs into Lussin piccolo through canal in position 0M+ degs. 32’ 
1+5” N. 011+ degs. 27' 30” E. and engaged shore targets, bridge o 
canal and E-Boats berthed inside.
(3) Tripoli. Demonstrations took place at Scicli in which 
hand grenades were thrown and 5 civil polic injured.
(1+) Crete. Local E.L.A. S. behaving admirably and said to be 
ashamed of Athens revolt and other E.L.A.S. incidents. They 
are fully co-operative with British Authorities. Distribution 
relief stores continues and is creating a good impression.
Gun runners to Island occur spasmodic. Opening of part of 
Heraklion progresses satisfactorily.
(5) Piraeus. Southern Peninsula now completely cleared of 
E.L.A.S. and sealed off. Road to Athens re-opened. North side 
harbour still enemy control. People of Piraeus have sent 
public letter with many signatures thanking British and loyal 
Greek troops for this second liberation. Greek naval reserv
ists being enrolled in number for guard duty and are great
success.
(6) Greece. Evacuation of Kalamata completed. Situation at 
Kavallo quiet. At Volos H.M.S. MUSKETEER has received ultimat 
to leave. Recent (?mining) of EMPIRE DACE and L.C.T.328 at 
Missolonghi believed caused by E.L.A.N. laid ground mines.
(C. in C. Med. 182207)

Cositintrep FX/70827 cipher 18th December. 278783*
No.528 Cite F.H.G.C.T. signed Alexander.
part IV. Greece. Small outlying detachments have been

called in and our forces are now based on Athens/ 
Piraeus, Salonika and Patras. In the Athens 
area the main E.L.A.S. concentrations are now in 

the northern districts and there are indications of thinning out 
in the southeastern suburbs.
(A.F.H.Q. T.0.0. Nil/18)
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E ast I n d ie s .

A .F .D . 53. A .F .D . 53 in  tow o f  AIMWELL and INTEGRITY e s c o r te d  
by SMILAX a r r iv e d .
(N .O .I .C . Vizagapatam  180318Z to  C. in  C. E . I . )

U/B d i s — A rea U .p . 1 3S . EMPIRE TUDOR r e p o r te d  s ig h te d  a
p o s i t i o n s .  U-Boat and to rp e d o  t r a c k  in  p o s i t i o n  015° 4 6 ’ N.

082° 10* E. on n ig h t 1 7 /l8 th «  S ca le  rem ains Y .4 . 
A l l  o th e r  a rea s . No fr e s h  in fo rm a tio n  s c a l e .  A l l  
areas rem ain unchanged.
(C . in  C. E. I .  180403Z .)

D redger R e f. my 170930 (N .T. in  W .R .) Naval a u th o r it ie s
SUPERWORKER r e p o r t  SUPERWORKER c a p s iz e d  and sank 12° 27* N. 
sunk 17th  Dec. 43° (?4 5 ° in ten d ed ) 4 5 ’ E« D redger convoy

re tu rn in g  Aden PAULINE MOLLER taw ing HAIFA due 
Aden today* F urther re p o r t  w i l l  be made a f t e r  
a r r iv a l .
( 3 . 3 . T.O . Aden 180640Z to  D .S .T .)

Convoy Aden to  Karachi/Bom bay re tu rn ed  Aden 0 9 0 lZ /1 8 th  D ec. le s s  
d red ger  SUPERWORKER c a p s iz e d  and sunk in  012° 2 7 ' N. 045° 4 5 ' E. 
and (718 )40  sep a ra ted  from  con voy . My s a i l i n g  telegram  (7101 )716* 
and F .O . Bombay 160251 (pot to  a l l  r e f e r . )
(N .C .S .O . Aden 180927Z t o  Adm ty., e t c . )  •
*Not y e t  id e n t i f i e d  in  W.R.

LYMAN STEWART, A ft e r  in te rv ie w in g  m aster o f  S3. LYMAN STEWART, 
a l le g e d  a t ta c k .r e g a r d in g  a l le g e d  to rp ed o  a tta ck  1 9 th , Aden grade 

th is  r e p o r t  D .5.
(C* in  C. E . I .  180902 to  Adm ty.)

SEA ROVER H.M. Submarine SEA ROVER 7th  Far East p a t r o l  7th
R. o f  P. December in  M acassar S t r a i t  by g u n fir e  sank 200

ton  c o a s te d  one Japanese one (N a t iv e ? ) taken 
p r is o n e r .  '
(2 )  SEA ROVER a r r iv e d  Frem antle 17th December 
a f t e r  36 days? a t se a .
(C* in  C. E . I .  181041Z to  Adm ty.)

S r e p o r t .  F o llo w in g  has been read  from  WW2BB (WESG CHARLES W.
WOOSTER.) 333S torp ed o  tra ck s  s ig h t e d ,  p o s i t io n  
81 .28  E. 14*46 N.
(Colombo Y//T 181640Z t o  «d m ty .)

My 181640Z. 14 R 46 N« 81 R 28 E. , no damage, no fu r th e r  c o n ta c t
s in c e  wake s ig h te d .
(CHARLES W. WOOSTER 181845Z t o  Colombo W /T .)

SSSS submarine s ig h te d  p o s i t io n  13° 43* N. 54° 23 ' 
E.
(WALTER L. FLEMING, v ia  Colombo 181755Z .)

S rep ort
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America and West Indies
U/B. Indefinite bearings on preamble at 0006Z and

0108Z on 5650 k/cs to (group missed). Your 
180039 possibly within 100 miles of 042° 00' 
N., 058s 30’ W.
(N. S. h.Q., 180321Z to S.E. H.X. Convoy 326.) 

Inconclusive D/F on preamble on 5650 k/cs at 0006Z and 0108Z 
indicates U-Boat (German) possibly within 100 miles of 042° 
00' N., 058° 30' W.
(N.S.H.4., 180334Z to T.A. 171.)

Estimates.
(N.S.H.tA. , 181339Z, Corainch, 181538Z.)

Para. (C) Canso B/5 4 minute radar contact 42.50 
N., 59.08 W., 2234Z/I7th.
(N.S.H.Q. , 181400Z to Admty., Corainch.)

Your 232355 Nov. Under terms of porposal (a ) 
of your 081517 April (Cominch’s acceptance 
notified in your 181627 April) consider that 
following should be taken as allocated before 
equal share agreement took effect:
(a) BANDIERA to British.

(b) JALEA to British in place of GIADA (returned to Italy with 
broken crank shaft and still out of action).
(c) DA PROCIDA to U.S. in place of JALEA.
(2) Of first three boats coming available for equal basis
share-out (your 181627 April, para. (2) (E) refers) two were 
allocated to U.S. and one to British, thus: ATROPO - to U.S.
MENOTTI - to British. SETTEMBRINI - to U.S.
(3) Consequently, of second batch of three, two should be
allocated to British and one to U.S. thus: PLATINO - to British.
DIASERO - to U.S. NICHELIO - to British.
(4) Whilst allocations proposed above are in accordance with 
the agreement reached with Corainch (your 181627 April refers) 
we do not wish to interpret that agreement strictly without 
reference to prevailing conditions and in view of loss of 
SETTEMBRINI and the long delay anticipated before further boats 
become available we should be pleased to offer ZOEA to U.S. 
after refit in addition to DIASPRO.
(V.C.N.S. , 181630A to B.A.D. )

U/B
dispositions.

S/M attack 
and sighting 
summary.

Italian 
submarines, 
disposal.

Canadian Ref. M. Branch letter dated 15th Nov, advising
manned that Dominions Office had asked U.K. High
Repair Commissioner in Canada to take up with Canadian
ships for Government the possibility of Canada manning
B.P.F. two general repair ships of British Pacific

Fleet train, we are informed by N.S.H.Q. that 
it is not intended to man any fleet repair ships, 
but that Canada is prepared to consider manning 

two escort maintenance ships of British Pacific Fleet train to 
be employed principally but not necessarily exclusively in 
servicing Canadian escort vessels.

/ ( 2) •  • •
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America and West Indies

(2 ) I f  Admiralty desire  the R.C.N. to  man two 
such escort maintenance sh ip s , the personnel 
w il l  requ ire  to be a llo ca te d  from the 13,000 
seagoing personnel approved fo r  the war against 
Japan, and i f  the proposal is  approved N.S.H.Q. 
intend to make the necessary personnel a v a il
able by d e le tin g  the 8 ’'C a stle '1 c la ss  corvettes  
from the proposed R.C.N. P a c i f ic  Force. Para. 
4 o f  Aide Memoire C.S. 21 (pp. 20/44) dated 

15th November, 1944, on the employment o f  Canadian Naval 
fo rce s  a fte r  the defeat o f  Germany r e fe r s .
(3 ) Requested that Admty. views on proposal to  man two escort 
maintenance ships may be advised.
(C.N.M.O. , 181730A to Admty.)

Canadian 
manned 
Repair 
Ships fo r  
B.P.F. 
(C on td .)

Ships to  
break o f f  
fo r  O.N. 
Convoys.

Your 161831A. Concur.
(Cora. Tenth F le e t , 182038Z to Admty.)
O.N.271. Com. 10th F leet (C. and R .) concur 
detachment o f  BRIDGELAND PARK and TOBIATIC PARK 
to  proceed independently to  Panama. Your 
161831, para. 3 r e fe r s .
(B .A .D ., 182201Z to  Admty.)

U/B attack 
and sigh tin g  
surrmary.
U . 'S 'V ju u u *

No report since Corainch 162109.
Para, ( a ) U .S.S. FLOUNDER reports sinking German 
U-Boat south o f  Kangean Islands with one observed 
and one timed torpedo h it  morning 10th Nov. ( ?<>zn 
Para, ( b ) 172234Z Canso A/C had 4 minute radar 
contact 42.50 N ., 59.08 W.
Admiralty g ive to  H.Q.C.C.
(Cominch, 182112Z to  Admty. fo r  0 .1.C. )

For Granton, JASPER departs Point Iray Bermuda 
1330/19th via p os it ion s  (K) 35 .50 , 60.01.
(L ) 42 .01 , 50 .01 . (M) 47 .30 , 40 .01 . ( n ) 51.25,
30.01. (0 ) 54 .01 , 20 .01 . (P) 55.01, 14.01
thence d estin a tion . Times Z. P os ition s  N. and 
W. JASPER holds th is  message and tJ.J.H. 375,

A. 286, ti.B .A .140, Q .Z.H .781, S .650, X .1472, Y .532. E.T.A.
(P) 1100/26th. "Chop" 47 1200/22nd, speed 15 knots.
Admiralty pass to  N.0 . I.C . Granton.
(N.O.B. Bermuda, 182230 to  N.0. I.C . Granton, N .S.H .Q .)

JASPER
( f l e e t
minesweeper)
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Australia and New Zealand
Request information number and composition of 
Air/Sea Rescue Unit being formed and (consignment?) details.
(F.0.(N.A.?)S.A. , 180522Z to Admty., Info. 
V.A.U) B.P.F., R.N.A. H.t4. , Sydney, N.S.W. )

Proposal for two Canadian-manned repair ships. 
(C.N.M.O. , 181730A to Admty.)
See America and West Indies.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

For 24 hours to 0900Z/l8th December.
Para, (a ) (l) NYASALAND attacked good contact 
at 2315Z/I7th Dec. in 51° 22’ N., 08° 03' W. 
(2) EMPIRE TUDOR sighted submarine and torpedo 
track at 2311Z/I7th Dec. in 15" 46’ N., 82 ■ 10’ E.
(D.D.I.C., 181113A to Cominch, N. S.H.Q. )

Estimates.
(D.D.I.C., 181450A, 181507A.)
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SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
North Sea la. SS. STEEL TRAVELLER, 7056 tons, was mined

and sunk off the Schelde.
b. Two groups of 4 E-boats each were detected 
by radar in the North Sea early this morning, one

by SHEARWATER, corvette, and one by WALPOLE, 
destroyer. Both groups made off before they 
could be brought to action and it is believed 
that one at least of them was minelaying in 
Q.Z.S.596 in about 51° 21' N. 2° 11' E.
c. The second L.S.T. hard at Calais is now 
ready for use.
d. Antwerp can now take- six to ten American 
ships.

Norway 2. UT3IRA, returning from patrol, reports that
she missed a U-boat steering north, some 30 miles 
north of Trondheim, wita 4 torpedoes on December 
14th, but after intercepting an E.T.A. signal on 
the 15th duly met the arriving U-boat at the same 
place at 0443 on the i6th, fired 4 torpedoes at 
her at 1000 yards range and heard 3 loud 
explosions in rapid succession 99 seconds later.
3-Northern It is proposed to reduce Orkney and Shetland

Waters shore batteries by another 17 guns, ranging from
6 in. to 6 pdr.

Mediterranean
Riviera 4a. The U.S. destroyer WOOLSEY bombarded a

railway station and troop concentration (at 
points 905 and 856 - location not known in W.D.) 
expending 93 rounds and making several hits.
Return fire after the bombardment was ineffective.
b. The Army reports that a small submarine, 
believed to have been a human torpedo of the 
double torpedo type, was captured intact when the

, operator lost his bearings ana entered Mentone 
* C/nere«R£ Harbour. The French ship COMfcTERRE also sank

a human double torpedo in a position 9 miles 110° 
from Cap Ferrat.
c. From the 16th to 19th, the U.S. destroyer 
NIBLACK fired 232 rounds at vehicles, barracks 
and personnel.

/Greece...
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SITUATION REPORT

Mediterranean - Contd.
5a. An armoured force sent to relieve the 
Garrison at Air H.Q., Greece, at Kifisa found 
that the rebels had overrun the headquarters and 
captured most of the personnel. A hundred 
R.A.P. and Army personnel were rescued, including 
30 wounded. Further progress has been made in 
clearing the area between Phalerum and Athens.
b. Evacuation at Kavalla is now complete, as 
well as at Kalamata and Volos. At Kalamata the 
destroyer METEOR reports that the E.L.A.3. 
committee is co-operative and at their request 
liberty men have been landed as proof of mutual 
confidence. Relief foodstuffs are being 
distributed by E.A.M.
c. SIRIUS, cruiser, has arrived at Mitylene, 
where a general strike was declared yesterday 
as a protest against events in Athens.

6. Mine Baltimores attacked shipping in 
Mandracchio Harbour, Rhodes.

7- The Soviet Government are prepared to 
accept U.S. ships at Odessa. Nine cargo ships 
and five tankers can be received simultaneously. 
The first convoy of up to five ships could be 
accepted towards the end of January.

East Indies
8. The ATHELING, ferry carrier, is to be 
loaned to the C. in C.U.S. Pacific Fleet, in 
lieu of the BATTLER, originally proposed, and 
will be available at Sydney at the end of 
December.

9. G. in C. East Indies is asked to report 
whether the ports of Abadan, Addu Atoll, Bandar 
Shahpur, Bahrein, Basra, Diego Suarez, Mauritius 
and Seychelles are in use, or necessary for 
naval purposes, and the size of the staffs 
maintained.
The Admiralty state that it is essential to 
economise in manpower and outlying commitments 
should be closed down as far as possible.

/U-boat
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SITUATION REPORT

East Indies - Contd.
10. The U.S. ship MILLEN GRIFFITH, San 
Francisco to Colombo and Calcutta, which left 
Fremantle on December 12th, reported sighting 
what was a probable submarine periscope at 0100 
in 19.16 S., 89.50 E. (Indian Ocean, about 
midway between Mauritius and Australia).

China
11. U.S. Mustangs sank a destroyer, two 
merchant vessels, and a tanker off Hong Kong.

12. Thirteen U.S. aircraft bombed the 
Kiangnan dock at Shanghai, and two others bombed 
the Pakon railway ferry piers at Nanking.

Australia and New Zealand
13a. Four U.S. Thunderbolts set a merchant 
vessel on fire at Tawi Tawi, Sulu. 
b. A U.S. Catalina set on fire a merchant 
vessel north east of Mindoro.
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Defence of United Kingdom.
Reduction of Consideration is now being given to dismantling 
Coast Defence coast artillery batteries which are not, and are 
Artillery. not likely to be, required for the defence of the

United Kingdom.
(2) It has been suggested that the folio ing 
batteries in your command should be completely 
dismantled:

Sullom Voe 2 - 4  inch naval* Deerness 1 - 1 2  pdr. Galtness 2 - 
4*7 inch. Wellington 3 - 6  inch naval. Carness 2 - 1 2  pdrs. 
Wasswick 2 - 1 2  pdrs. Galtness 1 - 6  pdr. Skerry 2 - 1 2  pdrs. 
Neb and Gate 2 - 1 2  pdrs.
(3) Admiralty consider that these proposals can be agreed.
(4) Request your remarks as a matter or urgency, and whether you 
recommend any further reductions in gun defences*
(V.C.N.S. 191246A to A.C.0.3.)

Movements.
13th M.S.P. Arrived your 141037A.

(C. in C. Plymouth 190116A to F.O.G.M.A.)

RAMILLIE3. Sailed RAMILLIES escorted by PERIM to R/V KEREN,
GARDINER and AVONVALE. My 181138 refers. 
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 191034A to P.O.I.C. Liverpool, 
Cs. in C. Portsmouth, Plymouth.)

NAIRANA, Intend sailing NAIRANA and CAMPANIA to arrive
CAMPANIA. Greenock p.m. 20th December. It would be much

appreciated if these two carriers could be made 
available for anti-shipping operations on coast of 
Norway in January. If possible request NAIRANA 

arrive Scapa by 30th December and CAMPANIA after giving leave 
arrive Scapa 14th January.
(C- in C. H.P. 191217A to C. in C. W.A.)

A.P.D. 57. A.P.D. 37 A.M. 182140, ray 182243 refers to release
from '‘Overlord". Expect services of dock in Arrow 
will not be required after 10th January.
(2) Subject to C. in C. Portsmouth’s concurrence 

destination dock tow will be Portsmouth.
(A.N.C.X.P. 191223A to Admty., C. in C» Portsmouth.)

Estimate A.F.D. 37, will be released about 14th January. Ar
rangements will be made for towage of dock and removal of attached 
dumb repair barge No. 75. Air compressor will accompany dock.
Your 171036 and Admiralty 182140 refers.

(R.N.O. Arrow 191648 to P.O.B.A.A.)

A.P.D.(B.A.) 2B A.M. 091730A. Dock can be accepted at Lowestoft
(2) Additional labour will be required P.O.I.C. 
Yarmouth's 111725A refers.
(C« in C« Nore 191235A to Admty.)

/ A .p.D. 55* ..
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Movements - Contd.
A.M. 141657. (1) Following ships are to form
escort of A.F.D. 55 from vicinity of Plymouth 
to Gibraltar.
A. from Greenock, TEES (S)
B. From Londonderry Y/HIMBREL.
C. From Liverpool ST. KENAN.
D. From Cardiff VIZALMA.

(2) Ships in A. C» and D. are to be sailed to arrive Plymouth by 
a.m. 22nd December to come under orders of C. in C» Plymouth.
(3) V/HIMBREL is to be sailed as soon as ready on 21st December 
towards Plymouth* C. in C» Plymouth is requested to give R/V in 
due course for Y/HIMBREL to join escort.
(4) On completion of escort duty destinations are A. TEES to rejoin 
F.O.C.Y/.Af. B* Y/HIMBREL for onward passage to Eastern Fleet 
after aunnery practices. A.M. 031735 not to all refers.
C. Trawlers to Liverpool.
(C. in C. V/.A. 191304A to C» in C« Plymouth, F.O.I.C. Greenock, 
F.O.G.M.A.)

Admiralty signal 141657. A.F.D. 55 ready to sail 21st 
December a.m.

(F.O.I.C. London 191458A to C. in C. Nore.)
Since this is the first of her type , it is desirable for 

A.F.D. 55 to be towed into Plymouth fbr a short inspection by D. 
of D. and D.N.C. prior to resuming passage to Gibraltar, my 141657 
refers.
(2) Request E.T.A. Plymouth may be signalled and facilities 
arranged for this inspection.

(D.O.D.(H) 191954A to Cs. in C. Plymouth, Nore.)

A.F.D. 55,
TEES,
Y/HIMBREL.

LORRAINE, Request the following ships of the French naval
DUQUESNE, Task Force be sailed to Cherbourg for leave and
and others. rest to arrive there prior to darkness Thursday
* s m o u n 21 December. LORRAINE, DUQUESNE, BASQUE, SIMON,

HOVA, SOMALI. C.T.F. 125 make arrangements for 
berthing. Estimated stay approx. 15 days. Ships 

will be kept on 48 hours notice with sufficient personnel on 
board at all times to insure proper security. French authorities 
will provide such logistic support as necessary while ships are in 
Cherbourg and will provide such shore patrol parties as required 
by C.T.F. 125. Transportation arrangements for leave parties 
will be made by French authorities.
(Comnavforfranee 191324 to C« in C« Plymouth, C.T.F. 125.)

NEV/FOUNDLAND. Scapa departure NEV/FOUNDLAND to comply with C. in
C. H.F's 181530.
(A.C.O.S. 191425 to F.O.I.C. Greenock.) 
NEWFOUNDLAND sailed Scapa practice area today 

Y/ednesday to Minches southbound over 24 knots to 058° N.
(C. in C. Y/.A. 191639A to Force 32*)

RAVAGER. PAPUA is to take M00R30M under his orders and
proceed passing Clyde Boom at 0930/20th Dec. to 
R/V with RAVAGER in position 58° N. 06° 10M W- 
at 0430A/21st December and escort to Clyde.

(2) RAVAGER is requested to pass any amended E.T.A. direct to PAPUA. 
C* in C. H.F’s 181935 not to all refers.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 191544A to RAVAGER, PAPUA.)

/C« S *!•••
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The flag of C.3. 1 will be transferred from KENT 
to NORFOLK at 1000 tomorrow Y/ednesday.
(C. in C. H.F. 191547 to H.F.)

KENT. Leave Scapa passing Hoxa at 1700A Wednesday 20th 
December and proceed by Minehes and Standard 
Route to Gareloch arriving Clyde Gate at 1500A/
21st December. Admiralty 170059, F.O.I.C.

Greenock 171226 and my 191424 refer.
(2) Speed through water is to be at least 24 knots from Hoxa to 
58° N.
(C- in C. H.F. 191647A to KENT.)

U3K, My 161817. V/hen ready about 1st January USK and
BARLE, BARLE are to be sailed for R/V with SHIEL to proceed
3HIEL. to Mediterranean for docking in accordance with

C. in C. Med's 181301.
(2) C* in C. Plymouth is requested to arrange R/V 

and sail 3HISL accordingly.
'3) C. in C. Nore is requested to sail BARLE and USK to comply.
4) Admiralty will promulgate route.
5; On completion of, docking C. in C. Med. is requested to sail 

USK, BARLE and SHIEL to join East Indies Station.
(D.O.D.(H) 191953A to Cs. in C. Nore, Plymouth, Mediterranean.)

FARNHAM
CASTLE.

PRINS ALBERT,

STEEL 
TRAVELLER, 

mined off 
Schelde.

Y/hen ready FARNHAM CASTLE should be sailed for 
Tobermory to work up on conclusion of which she 
is to join Western Approaches Command. 
(D.O.D.(H) 192033A to A.S.C.B.3.)

PRIN3 ALBERT is to be in all respects ready to 
sail from Clyde for foreign service on 7th January 
1945. A.M. 161528 December, not to all refers. 
(D.C.G.D. 192052A to R.A.L.3.C.U.)

Operations.
North Sea.
S3. STEEL TRAVELLER in A.T.M. 16 mined and sunk at 
1700/18th in position 350° N.F. 14 buoy 1.5 cables. 
(C« in C* Nore 190048A to Admty.)
STEEL TRAVELLER in A.T.M. 16 presumed mined at 
approx. 1630 in a position 010° N.F. 14 buoy 2 
cables. Ship broke in two and sank. 70 survivors 
in LA COMBATTANTE.
(N.C. Force T 190930 to Admty.)

/Patrols•••
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Operations.
North Sea

Patrols. Night dispositions 19/20th December, 1944.
Humber Force Group 2 Harbour - BLENCATHRA, VIMY. 
Harwrich force group 3, patrols - 2 MACKAY, 3 
COTS.VOID, 5 SHEERY/ATER, 6A KITTIWAKE, 12 STAYNER,

14 TORRINGTON, 16.EKIN3, 13 GUILLEMOT, 19 THORNBOROUGH and SLAZAK. 
Group 4. Harbour -EGLINTON, HAMBLEDON, Y/ALPOLE, CAICOS, CURZON, 
DAKINS, RIOU, RUTHERFORD, MALLARD, PUFFIN, WIDGEON.
Sheerness force group 5 with TAM 23 LUDLOW, BLEASDALE, patrols - 1 
MIDDLETON. 4 - VOLUNTEER.
On passage to 3t» Helens VERSATILE, escort duty N. bound VIVACIOUS. 
Group 6 harbour CROOME, LA COMBATTANTE, PYTCHLEY, ARMERIA, 
DRUMHELLER, KINGCUP.
At Southend HOLMES. At Antwerp FERNIS. At Ostend COTTESMORE, 
COWDRAY.
(C. in C. Nore 191523A to Admty.)

Operation Y/eather permitting carry out operation "Moonshine"
"Moonshine". ships sailing 1600A/l9th December.

(C. in C. Nore 191533A to F.O.I.C. Humber.) 
Operation "Moonshine". Your 191533A sailing 
postponed on account of fog.
(F.O.I.C. Humber 191704A to C. in C* Nore.)

Situation
report.

Cositintrep No 
Discharged by

. 259 part. 4 
sea 24 hours

•

period ending; 181600A

British
December.
Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk Pol

Antwerp 256 425 7,822 13,487
Os tend 2,058 65 3,943 2,397
Boulogne - - 520 -
Dieppe 50 - 3,893 -

Caen - - 744 —

Calais — 2

Total 2,364 492 16,922 15,884 •
U.S. North
Antwerp - - 13,887 —

Cherbourg 1,269 675 5,782 4,762
Le Havre 693 37 o, 250 379
Rouen — - 6,226 781
Granville — — 401 1

Total 1,962 712 31,546 5,923
(S.H.A.E.F. 191730A to Admty.)

/E-Boat...
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Operations.

North Sea - Contd.

Two groups of 4 boats each were detected by radar 
by destroyer patrol as follows
A. At 0305 by SHEARWATER on patrol 18, in 51° 25' 
N. 02° 09' E. This group entered Q.Z.S. 596 
reduced to about 15 knots and proceeded down the 

channel to 51° 21' 30" N* 02° 11' E. remaining in the swept 
channel for some 15 mins. They then altered course to 020°. 
Increased speed to 3'5 knots and the plot faded at 0347 in 51°
28’ N. 02° 14’ E.
B. At 0306 by WALPOLE on patrol 12 in 51° 26’ N- 02° 26’ E. 
WALPOLE attempted to close the range while keeping to south and 
west of the enemy. When range was reduced to about 6000 yards 
enemy increased to high speed and made off to northwestward and 
plot faded at 0340 in 51° 35’ N* 02° 16* E. when course and speed 
of E-Boats was 335° 35 knots.
One further fleeting contact was obtained at 0348 in approx, 
the same position as the final plot from SHEARWATER.
(2) Minelaying is suspected in vicinity of 57° 21’ 30" N. 02°
11* 00" E.
Searching sweep has not been possible today owing to fog.
(C. in G. Nore 192240A to Admty.)

E-Boat
operations.

Operations.

Channel.

Patrols. E.G. 21 negative BYRON pass the Gate at 1000A/19
and proceed to relieve HARGOOD and 3PRAGGE on zig
zag search between positions 180 Start 10 miles 
and 180 Portland 17.

(2) On relief by E.G. 2l» HARGOOD and 3PRAGGS are to proceed 
towards vicinity of H.2 buoy shifting to Portsmouth W/T organisa
tion and acting under orders of C* in C. Portsmouth on crossing 
long. 2.30 W.
(C. in C. Plymouth 190029A to E.G. 21 neg. BYRON.)

Proceed in accordance with para. 2 of my 190029 at 1300A.
E.G. 21 is delayed.

(C. in C. Plymouth 191055A to HAYWOOD, 3PRAGGE.)
Carry out patrol in rectangles as follows E.G. 26 sides 222° 

25 miles and 132° 16 miles from position 50° 49' N. 05° 08* W*
E.G. 21 sides 077° 43 miles 167° 13 miles from 49.17 N. 03.35 W.

(C* in C* Plymouth 191151A to S.O.E.Gs. 26, 21, neg. MONTREAL 
RIBBLE.)
Night patrols 19/20th. Anti snort patrol areas given.

(2) Area X. 00° 20' to 01° 20* W- 50° 00* to 50° 16' divided into 
2 sections by 50° 08'.
(3) Ships take sections in sequence from north. BRILLIANT, HOTHAM 
by 1800 from N.W. corner to S.W. corner 08 30.
(4) Area Y 01° 17* to 01° 47' W* 49° 48* to 50° 00* divided into 
2 sections by 49° 54*.
(5) Ships take sections in sequence from north HARGOOD, 3PRAGGE.
^6) M.T.Bs. acting independently 01° 20' 01° 53* V/. 50° 05* 50°
18* from 1700 to 0830.

fC. in C« Portsmouth 191235A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force.) 
(1) MONTREAL and RIBBLE proceed to join and act under the 

orders of MELBREAK hunting in position 160 Dodman Point 8.
(2) MELBREAK if not in contact leave patrol so as to enter

/Plymouth* • •
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Plymouth first light 20th Dec.
(3) Ships addressed form Force 29. MELBREAK S.O.
On MELBREAK leaving MONTREAL assume 8.0.
(4) Force 29 patrol in rectangle sides 270° 22 and 
180° 12 from position 50*18 N. 04.20 W*
(C. in C. Plymouth 191915A to MONTREAL, RIBBLE, 
MELBREAK.)

Day patrols 20th December. Search areas limits given.
(2 ) M.T.Bs. 01° 40' 02° 00* 50° 15' 50° 30’.
(3) BRILLIANT, HOTHAM 3 miles each side of Q.Z.S. 636 49° 54’ 
to G.l buoy.
(4) HARGOOD, 3PRAGGE 3 miles each side of H Channel 49° 50’ 50° 17*
(5) WATCHMAN, LOCH SHIN, RELIEVE, BRILLIANT and HOTHAM.
(C« in C« Portsmouth 191708A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Forces.)

E.G. 1 proceed to relieve E.G. 25 in rectangle as in my 191951.
(2) On relief at about 0700/20 3.0.E.G. 25 is to turn over situation 
to S.O.E.G. 1 then carry out zig zag search towards position 000° 
de la Hague 16 miles. In crossing 2*30 W. assume Portsmouth W/T 
organisation and act under orders of C* in C« Portsmouth.

(C. in C. Plymouth 192047A to 3.0.E.G. 1, 25.)
C* in C. W.A. 191051. On passing Longships carry out zig zag 

search through AA. 49.30 N. 05.00 W. BB. 49.42 N. 02.52 W. CC- 
50.00 N. 02.00 W*
(2) Report E.T.A. at CC« On passing 02*30 W. act under orders of 
C» in C. Portsmouth.

(C. in C. Plymouth 192201A to SO.E.G. 30.)

Possible One possible contact attacked with depth charges.

1 officer, cot ca3e, 1 rating dead and 4 ratings uninjured have 
been landed at Penzance.
F.O.I.C. Falmouth’s 182114 refers. H.M.C.3. MONTREAL and RIBBLE • 
have on board 33 live prisoners of whom 2 are cot cases, also 2
(3) Evidence indicates U-Boat was U.1209, Captain Obe 
Hulsenbeck.
(4) MONTREAL and RIBBLE’s prisoners will be landed p.m. 19th« 
(C« in C* Plymouth 191057A to Aamty.)

Cessation of Request Admiralty be asked to promulgate following 
”F.0.B.A.A." as an A.Z. message.
Start of (2) Appointment of F.0.B.A.A.will lapse at 0001A/
"S.N.O. B.O.P.F'l 1st January, 1945 and duties will be taken over by

U-Boat Am continuing cross (tide) search. 
(BRILLIANT 190059 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

U.1209 (1) At about 1030/18 a U-Boat ran on Wolf Rock, 
subsequently got off but sank in position 155 Wolf 
Rock 1 1/2*
(2) Following have been picked up - 1 officer dead

dead*

Senior Naval Officer, British operated ports, 
France. All official correspondence for F.O.B.A.A. 
Naval Party 1570 or REDOUBTABLE likely to arrive 
after 30th December should accordingly be 
addressed to S.N.O.B.O.P.F.

/(3)••
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Operations.

Channel.

Cessation o f 
"F.O .B.A .A". 
Start o f  
"S.N.O.B.O.P.P 
(C ontd.)

(3 ) Prom 0001A/28th December u n t il  OOOlA/lst 
January, 1945, s igna ls are to be addressed to 
S.N.O.B.O.P.P. fo r  action  repeated P .O .B .A .A ., 
so that the la t t e r  can take action  i f  necessary. 
(P.O.B.A.A. 191237A to A .N .C .X .P .)
Request P.O.B.A.A. 191237, being passed, be 
promulgated as an A.Z. message.

* (A.N.C.X.F. 191807A to  Admty.)

Two escort 
groups fo r  
Plymouth 
Command.

C. in  C. W.A. is  requested to tran sfer  tem porarily 
to C. in  C. Plymouth fo r  operations as arranged 
by C* in  C* Portsmouth and C* in C. Plymouth -  
(a) one group now; (b) one group when ready fo r  
se rv ice  about 23rd December.
(A .C .N .S•(H) 191610A to Cs. in C. W.A. Plymouth, 
Portsm outh.)

Photographic Your 161434. The outstanding corm.iitments fo r  high 
R/C o f  p r io r ity  photographic R/C render it  undesirable
Channel Is* to  d ivert these a ir c r a ft  to carry out frequent

searches o f  the Channel Islands, as the chance that 
a U-Boat may be detected  is  considered remote. 
Arrangements w i l l  be made, however, to  carry out 

an occasion al R/C o f  the area whenever p o ss ib le .
(A .C .N .3 . (H) 191619A to  C. in  C. Plymouth.)

O perations.

Western Approaches.

P a tro ls . 6th E.G. return to M ilford  Haven fo r  short layover.
(C. in C. W.A. 190048A to 3 .0 .E.G. 6 .)
I f  not in contact leave p a tro l at 1600 today 
Tuesday and proceed to the v ic in ity  o f  Longships 

thence as ordered by C. in C. Plymouth to  re lie v e  25th E.G.
(2 ) C« in C. Plymouth is requested to s a i l  25th E.G. on r e l i e f  
at best speed to Londonderry to  layover.
(C. in  C. W.A. 191051A to E.G. 30 .)

Request you w ill  s a i l  15th E.G. on com pletion o f  tra in in g  
today Tuesday to M oville f o r  fu e l  and thence to re lieve  3rd E.G. 
in North Western Approaches.
(2 ) On r e l i e f  3rd E.G. return to  B elfast to  layover.

(C. in  C. W.A. 191053A to F .O .I.C . N .I .)
Your 191227. My P.C. at 1415A 50° 59 ' N. 10° 09 ’ W. 110° 

S.O.A. 14 knots. E.T.A. v ic in it y  Lands End 0200A/20th.
(S.O.E.G. 1 191401A to C. in  C. W.A.)

/Probable
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Probable
U-Boats.

Operations.
Western Approaches - Contd.
Your 181634* Have swept both positions in 2 
directions to a depth of 4 miles, ships being 
spread 1 mile apart. No asdic contact gained and 
no other results. Am proceeding to patrol area* 
E.T.A. 09° W. 0700A/19th.
(2) A. Average. B. No. (3) Suitable.
(S.O.E.G. 1 190215A to C. in C. W.A.)

MONNOW.

Programme for 
Support Groups

P.C.3. at 0400A 56° 56’ N. 07° 08’ W. 188° 16 
knots. E.T.A. Toward Point 1700A. G* in 0. W.A. 
182309A* para. 1 refers*
(MONNOW 190401A to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)
* Destination of MONNOW is Greenock to land 
prisoners of war.

Amend ray 031733 as follows
Group Return Sail
3 Dec. 22 Jan. 10

14 Dec. 18 Dec. 30
17 Dec. 4 Dec. 23
20 Dec• 22 Jan. 5
(C. in C. W.A. 191558A to Cdre. D. W.A.
Liverpool, Capt. (D) Greenock, Capt. (D) Belfast.)

Air/Sea 
Rescue in 
Cardiff 
Sub Command.

(1) As from 0001/lst January 1945, P.O.I.C. Cardiff 
will assume direct control of all air/3ea rescue 
operations in the Cardiff Sub Command.
(2) Crash reports and requests for assistance 
should be made to operations Cardiff (Tel. Cardiff 
7924 ext. 192) and not to N.O.I.C. Barry.
(3) Cardiff area memorandum 013 of 25th January 
1944 is in course of amendment*
(P.O.I.C. Cardiff 191635A to Cardiff Sub Command,
C. in C. W.A., Admty.)
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Operations 
Norway
Intend the following operation against enemy 
shipping on Norwegian coast. Force 5 consisting 
of BERWICK, NAIRANA. TRUMPETER and six destroyers 
detailed by Com. (d ) sail from Scapa p.m. D day 
to carry out night air sweep of Norwegian leads 
route between Sildegabet and Bredsund by Sword
fish aircraft from NAIRANA on night d+I/D+2. 

TRUMPETER will provide fighter cover at first light on D+2.
(2) BERWICK is requested to plan the operation in conjunction 
with NAIRANA and TRUMPETER. NAIRANA is to prepare the air lan.
3) Codeword and D day follow.

(C. in C. H.F. , 191307A to BERWICK, NAIRANA, TRUMPETER,
Com. (D) H.F. )
My 191307, para. 3. D day Monday 1st January, 1945.
(C. in C. H.F. , 191319A to previous addressees.)
My 191307, para. 3. Codeword "Sample".
(C. in C. H.F. , 191327A to previous addressees.)

Operation
"Sample"
off
Bredsund.

My 171306. D day Wednesday 20th December.
My 132004, para. 5 delete PREMIER, for 
DEVONSHIRE read NORFOLK. Para. 8 air operation 
on Norwegian coast will not be carried out.
(C. in C. H.F. , 191412A to C.S.10.)

UTSIRA reports in accordance with I.S.O. H. 30.
(l) (A) 13th December, 0730. Dived to avoid 
small patrol vessel burning stern light in 
position 64° 05’ N . , 09° 43’ E., course and 
speed of enemy southerly, 11 knots.
(B) 14th December, 0608. P.C.S. of one U-Boat 
and escort vessel 64° 07’ N., 09° 43' E., 035°, 

11 knots. Fired four torpedoes at 2000 yards. Torpedoes 
missed - several exploded on shore.
(C) 16th December, 0443. P.C.S. of escorted U-Boat 64° 06*
N., 09° 42' E., 020°, 13 knots. Range 1000 yards, fired four 
torpedoes. One minute 39 secs, later three large explosions 
in rapid succession - First Lieut, and lookouts report two 
large columns of water. One minute after firing escort 
started challenge. UTSIRA turned away and dived. Escort 
heard to stop. No H.E. 0523 UTSIRA surfaced and sighted 
escort sweeping with searchlight on the water about 3000 yards 
distant. UTSIRA dived again retired deep. 0540 escort 
heard of asdic and believed to have retired in a southerly 
direction. No counter attack developed.
(2) No other shipping sighted except m/V burning navigation 
light far away inside the leads.
(3) on 15th December, 2025. Officer of Watch intercepted _a 
signal passed by light from Vaagsohovedet to Halten '^Z V 0500’ 
which was interpreted as E.T.A. at Halten of an escorted U-Boat. 
This was substantiated by subsequent events in para, (l) (c) 
above. Signal was not acknowledged by UTSIRA.
(S.O. S/M. Lerwick, 191730A to F.O. S/M. )

Operation 
"Fretsaw" to 
Stadlandet.

UTSIRA’s 
patrol: 
probable 
U-Boat.

/Operation S.C....
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Operations
Norway - Contd.

Operation
S.C.

(5) 271° to Noss Head 15 knots.
(6) p.m./22nd Dec. (7) 091° Noss Head.

(N.O.I.C. Lerwick, 192015A to A.C.O.S. )
My 192015A.

(l) 060° 05’ N., 005° 00* E. (2) Ramose Vintage. 
(3 ) Blank.

(N.0.I.G. Lerwick, 192017A to A.C.O.S.)

Submarine Chasers be sailed early 20th to arrive Lamlash 
before dark. P.0.I.C. Greenock is requested to sail LACKLAN 
to Lamlash to arrive before dark 20th December. E.0. S.O. 
Glasgow will embark in LACKLAN a.m./20th and proceed in her 
and hold conference with Russian Officers aboard LACKLAN at 
Lamlash at 1800/20th. Interpreter in Russian to be available. 

(P. 0. I.C. Glasgow, 191451A to P.0. I.C. Greenock, N.0.1.Cs. 
Inverary, Lamlash.)
Request you will plan to include 15 Russian S.Cs. in 

J.W.63 if weather permits, fuelling in Faroes as previously 
arranged.
(2) All vessels will complete fuelling practice within the 
next few days and will carry additional fuel in fresh water 
tanks to provide extra safety margin.

(A.C.N.S.(H), 191622A to C. in C. H.P. )

Patrols. It is very undesirable that the operation of 18

practice of sending own S/M to working-up patrol area about 
058° 45* N., 001° 15' E. should be abandoned for time being.
A.M. 181056A refers.

(C. in C. Rosyth, 191405A to Admty.)
DRURY and PASLEY patrolling Cape Wrath area.

S.O. E.G.4 in BENTINCK with CALDER, BYARD, MATCHLESS, CARRON, 
STANDERTON, ARENDAL, HORTEN search vicinity of 59° 15’ N.,
03° 24' W.

(A.C.O.S., 191712A to Admty.)
C. in C. W.A. 191656. A.8.V. contact being investigated

by H.P. units. E.G.4 proceed to R/V in 59° 54* N., 05° 11* W.

Operations
Northern Waters

Convoy 
J.W. 63.

Intend sail six S/M chasers in accordance with 
P.0.I.C. Glasgow’s 181221 so as to arrive 
Lamlash before dark tomorrow 20th.
(N.O.I.C. Inverary, 191143A to N. 0. I.C. Lamlash) 
My 181221. Inverary has requested Russian

Group now patrolling east and west of the 
Orkneys should be hampered by bombing 
restrictions and it is proposed that the

/ thence
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Operations 
Northern Waters
thence sweep through 60 degs. 19' N. 04 degs. 00’ 
W. and 60 degs. 20* N. 02 degs. 42* W. and 
establish Gamma between 59 degs. 35* N. 03 degs 
00' W. and 59 degs. 55' N. 04 degs. 08’ W.
Several U-boats estimated in this area bound 
south west.
(C. in G. Rosyth, 191727A to 3.0.E.G.4)

The anti-U-Boat campaign is under constant 
/examination in the Admiralty, with the object 
of using available surface forces, and air forces 
of Coastal Command to the best advantage.
C. in C. Rosyth's 121800 and C. in C. Coastal 
Command’s 131130 refer.
(2) The views of Cs. in C. are welcome and indeed 
expected and every endeavour is made by regular 
meetings and informal conversations to carry out 

the examination referred to above in co-operation with Cs. in C.
(3) The Admiralty fully appreciate and sympathise with the view 
expressed in the signals referred to and had already balanced 
this against other claims before making their 111714.
(4) Reference para.2 of C. in C. Coastal Command's 131130, no 
fundamental change of policy is intended and in view of para.2 
above, it is not intended to hold a conference as suggested 
before the change in disposition of forces is made.
(1st S.L.191432A to A.O.C. in C. C.C. , C. in C. Rosyth)

C. in C. Western Approaches is requested to transfer E.G.4 
temporarily to the operational control of C. in C. Rosyth now. 

(A.C.N.S.(H), 191613A to C. inC. W.A., C. in C. Rosyth)

Schnorkel Consideration has been given to the use of
obstructors. moored obstructions in order to foul U-Boats

when Schnorkelling. In the present stage of 
the Anti-U-Bcat war any scheme which has even a 
slight chance of causing damage to or embarras

sing the enemy is thought to be worthwhile. Furthermore, a 
damaged Schnorkel, if it does not cause dangerous flooding in 
the U-Boat, will force it to charge on the surface and thus 
make it vulnerable to our air searches.
(2) Obstruction consisting of 2” F.S.W. jackstay fitted with 
floatation can be laid by netlayers, for which material is 
available and could be moored in depths up to 300 fms., in lengths 
of one to two miles.
(3) Request your views on the desirability for implementing 
this scheme in the main U-Boat transit area to the North of the 
Shetlands, and if they are favourable, C. in C. Rosyth is 
requested to propose, after consultation with C. in C. H. F. a
osition for the first lay, line to be approx. 30 miles long.
4) F.O.S/M. has stated any position West of a line running 030 

degs. to 210 degs. through position 61 degs. N. 01 degs. W. 
would be suitable to him.
(D.A.U.C. 191616A to C's in C. Rosyth, H.F. )

War Diary

Patrols. 
(Contd. )

Further
Escort
Groups
desired in
Northern
Waters.
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Allied Air Activity
Routes for A. M. 171246A. Concur, 
non-opera- (c. in C. Plymouth, 191225A to Admty.) 
tional A/C. Your 161505 (passed to Naval addressees). Concur. 

(D.O.D. (H), 191505A to Air Ministry.)

Mining
Deep mining My 171235a . Arrived PLOVER, escort CONQUEROR, 
off Hartland (P.O. I.C. Milford, 190915 to C. in C. Plymouth.) 
Point.

M.S.P.4. Have swept Q. Z.S.583 from northern limits to
50° 24’ N. Negative result. Anchored St.Ives 
proceeding daylight tomorrow Wed. entering Swansea 
on completion. (Falmouth pass to N.0.I.C. 
Penzance.)
(S.0.M.S.F.4, 191629A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

M.S.F.31. Pass Gate with available ships as requisite, and
commencing first light tomorrow, Wednesday 20th 
Dec., carry out search with double Oropesa in H 

formation as deep as practicable of route centre line joining 
positions: (a ) 180° Lizard 20. (B) 230° Wolf Rock 5.
(C) 270° Longships 5.
(2) On completion carry out exploratory search in vicinity of 
Wolf Rock till last light, anchoring Mounts Bay on completion.
(3) At first light on Thursday 21st Dec. carry out search of 
Q. Z.S.607 from long. 05° 40’ W. to seaward end of Q.Z.S. 601, 
proceeding to Plymouth on completion.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 191638 to M.S.F. 31.)

According to P.O.W. the area between Schouwen 
and Nord Beveland west of Zierikzee is heavily 
mined with acoustic mines. Graded C.O. 
(D.D.I.C., 191641A to G. in G. Nore, V.A. Dover, 
A.N.C.X. F., Com. Belgium.)

Enemy Intelligence
My 151806 following transport movements recently 
reported from Norway.
Moss. (a ) GIJON Moss December 3rd for Fredriks- 
havn with 850 troops bound for Western Front.
She returned again December 4th in Baltic and 
left p.m. December 6th with 850 S.S. troops 
believed bound for Fredrikshavn.

(B) My 301904 November. MATTHIAS STINNES which arrived Moss 
November 25th with five locomotives, still lay there December 
10th and was expected to load motor vehicles.
(C) KALIKOLA about 3000 tons arrived Moss December 6th and also 
discharged locomotives, believed 8 in number.
(d ) BRABANT arrived Moss December 7th with troops from Nordland 
and left again same night with motor vehicles, tank cars and 
field kitchens.(E) MOLTKEFELS wa6 reported to have arrived Moss p.m./7th Dec. 
and discharged trailers (?). Her departure was not

/observed ...

Mines 
in East 
Schelde.

Military 
transport 
to and from 
Norway.
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Energy Intelligence
observed, but she was believed to have loaded 
tank waggons for air fields.
She was again reported to have arrived Moss 9th 
December with about 100 one Man torpedoes, 
presumably from another Oslo Fjord Port. She 
left Moss p.m. December 9th with S.S. troops and Motor vehicles.
(F) Extra trains disembarked about 1,000 S.S. 

troops in Moss December 7th. About 1,000 S.S. Troops with full 
equipment were already there awaiting shipment.(2) Arendal.
It was reported December 9th that transport carrying war material 
to Denmark left Arendal regularly with destroyer escort.
No further details available.
(3) Heroya Porsgruun.
DONAU was expected to leave Heroya December 10th on fourth trip 
to Denmark. No details of cargo reported.B. 2.
(N,A.Stockholm, 191257 to Admty.)
N.I.D.Comment - Probably a good report.

Port Facilities
Ramsgate Owing to shortage of N.C.S. craft at Ramsgate,

shipping is being held up in the Downs.
(2) Craft allocated to V.A. Dover to augment the 
N.0.S. at Ramsgate are of poor quality and reouire considerable alterations and repairs.

(3) It is requested that the provision of suitable and seaworthy 
craft be accorded the highest priority in order to prevent 
delay in the turn round of coastal traffic.
(4) A.C. Dover, 121255A refers.
(C. in C. Nore, 191703A to Admty.)

War Diary

Military 
Transport 
to and 
from Norway. 
(Contd.)

Calais, Cositintrep 259 Part II Naval.
Antwerp. Calais. Second L.S.T. Hard is^now ready.

Antwerp. Number of U.S. ships which can be 
accepted daily is now six to ten. 
(A.N.C.X.F.192355A to Admty.^

Casualties and Defects
FINLANDE. S/T FINLANDE. Ashore off Peterhead at 1919A/l8th

on passage to Iceland to Hull. Complete crew 
landed. Salvage operations in progress.
(N.O.I.C.Aberdeen 191220A to Admty)

SHELL MEX V. Following received from N. 0.1.C.Avonmouth:
MAn explosion occurred in the engine room of the 
small coasting tanker SHELL MEX V at 0100 to-day 
causing a fire. There were casualties 2 dead 

and five injured. A preliminary enquiry is being held.19101QA".
Naval Board of Inquiry will be held Port of Bristol. Authorities have informed Home Office.
(F.O.I.C.Cardiff, 191617A to Adty.)

/SS. JAN.VAN OLDEN-BARNEVELT. . .
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Casualties and Defects - Contd.
SS. JOHAN 

VAN OLDEN- 
BARNEVELT.

K.M.P. 37A. Intend to sail J.V. OLDENBARNEVELT 
escorted by GRINDALL and TYLER 1530z/20th Dec. 
to comply with C. in C. Western Approaches’ 
191534.
(F.0.I.C. Liverpool, 191911A to Admty., C. in C.
W. A. )

Shipping and Convoys
Calling 
forward 
of ships for 
Cherb ourg 
and Havre.

Due to fact that capabilities port of Cherbourg 
greatly exceed the shipping available or desired 
as demonstrated by the fact that less than 15 
ships are assigned to the port which can 
accommodate 45 ships it is requested that in 
the future O.C.O.T. Com. Z. call forward ships 
for Cherbourg direct through A.N.C.X.F. (Buco) 
and U.K. Base S.E.C. Info. C.T.F. 125 and 

C.T.G. 125.2 calling forward shipping for Le Havre should 
continue through this command.
(C.T.F. 125, 191201 to H.Q. Com. Z.)

T.A.M./ 
A. T. M. , 
T.A.C./ 
A.T.C.
Convoys.

will R/V 
(4) Pilot

Subject T.A.M./A.T.M, and T.A.C./A.T.C. convoys 
as from 1200A tomorrow 20th the following 
procedure is to be brought in force.
(1) Southend sections of convoys are to proceed 
by Q.Z.S.651.
(2) Downs sections of convoys are to proceed 
by Q.Z.S.458.
(3) Southend and Downs sections F. 0. Convoys 

and part company at S. Falls buoy.
service to all convoys to be carried out at S. Falls

buoy.
(5) On making R/V at S. Falls buoy, Southend section of T.A.M. 
convoys provide port column and Downs section starboard column.
(6) Southend section of A.T.M, convoys is to be stationed in 
starboard column and Downs section in port column to facilitate 
breaking off at S. Falls buoy.
(7) In case of T.A.C./.A.T.C. convoys, Downs section is to 
take station astern of Southend section.
(8) S.O. Escort of T.A.M. convoys is to detail one escort to 
proceed ahead of Southend section to N.W. Goodwin to R/V with

Downs section and lead them by Q.Z.S.548 to make R/V at S.
Falls buoy.
(9) Com. Southend, N.G.I.C. Antwerp and N.0.I.C. Ostend are 
requested to substitute S. Falls buoy for Dumpton in future convoy time-tables.
(C. in C. Nore, 191224 to Com. Southend, N.O.I.Cs. Antwerp, 
Ostend, N.G.S.O. Ramsgate.)
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North Atlantic
V. A.M. 181651 not to all. Onward route from 
Europa Point at 210130A. Through northern half of 
Strait ? to (A) All following positions are N. and
W. unless otherwise indicated 035 ° 59', 006° 10’. 
(B) 036° 40’, 009° 20'. (0) 039° 00’, 010° 15'.
(D) (? 049°) 00’. 010° 15’. thence via QZS 612 and

current standard routes and to Q.S. to Portland Rock.
2. S.O.A. 23 knots until crossing 049° 30' N. thence with all 
despatch to Clyde.
(? N.P.) Code word from time of passing Europa Point ''Richmond" 
297.
(F.O.G.M.A. 191056A to BERWICK)

U.S.S. NELSON, U.S.S. NELSON and WAINWRIGHT ready to proceed
1600Z today. Request destination and route. Com. 
Task Group 27.5 151955 Dec. refers.
(S.B.N.O. Azores 191258Z to Admty.)

Report on Passage of Flight A. forwarded to Admty. 
by Squadron Commander D., L.C.T. Squadron in his 
letter number C.l/25 dated 10th Dec. Your 
182046 refers.
(F.O.G.M.A. 191902A to Admty.)

Ministry of Marine inform me it is .proposed to 
move German Tanker BROSEN from passes to Bilbao 
where there are better facilities for watching 
ship. Every precaution will be taken during 
voyage. Sailing date will be notified later. My 

251745 (Re German refugee vessels) refers.
(Asst. B.N.A. Madrid 191950A to D.N.I.)

Cancel para. 2 of A.I. . 171417 not to all.
ATHENE, Requestjou will sail ATHENE for Clyde escorted by
PRIMULA etc. PRIMULA.

2. JOHAN DE WITT should be sailed for U.K. in 
company with EASTWAY escorted by STORK, EVENLODE 
and DART when ready. Destination of JOHAN DE 7/ITT

is Liverpool.
3. C. in C. Medn's 181351 and V.A.M.'s 182120 neither to all refer 
(D.O.D.(H) 191952A to F.O.G.M.A.)

WOLVERINE Have relieved U.S. GUNASON. Intend to patrol
within 40 miles of 034° 00' N. 012° 00’ W.
2. U.S. GUNASON reports havingasarched area 25 
miles on either side of line joining positions 

035° 35’ N. 012° 55' W. and 033° 55* N. 012° 50’ W.
3. Weather report 5581 2133.
4. Commorseafron pass to C.F.A.W.15.
(WOLVERINE 192315Z to F.O.G.M.A.)

WAINWRIGHT

Flight "A" 
"Appian"

BROSEN
pasafles

i

War Diary

BERWICK 
(Malta to 
U.K.)
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Mediterranean.
EMILE
BERTIN.

Request you take action on F.O.W.M.181838, 
observing that proposal is for (French) EMILE BER
TIN to leave Toulon Wednesday 20th December.
My 11181+1 not to F.O.W.M. still holds.
Alexandria C.C.O. pass to S.N.0. L.A.
(C. in C. Med. 191014A to Admty.)

F.O.W.M’s 181838 and your 191014. No political objection is 
being raised to visit. Foreign Office are however making 
representations in Paris that instructions should be sent to 
Auboyneau and local French Authorities in Syria to avoid any 
provocative action.
(P.A.S.(L), Approved A.C.N.S.(F), 191518A to C, in C. Med.)

Request you will sail F.S. EMILE BERTIN for Beirut1 tomorrow 
20th, as desired by Marine Paris.

(F.O.W.M.191652 to Premar Three, (R) C. in C. Med. Admty.etc.)

QUERCY as Armament Store Carriers).
BARFLEUR not operating in this area. QUERCY due 
Naples shortly to be inspected in conjunction with 
S.A.S.O. A.F.D. Surveyors. Report follows. 
(P.S.T.O. Med. 191152A to D.S.T. )

338 and positions 19»92 and 89 to Q.B.A.
(1+) Codeword ''Throttle" 795 low.
(5) C. in C. Med.'s 171733 not to all refers.
(6) DART and EVENLODE acknowledge and comply. 
(V.A.M. 191220 to F.O.G.M.A.)

Western Area Details of proposed area boundary, my 191300 
boundary. para. 3 refers (N.T. inW.D.) would be as follows:

degs. 34' N. 08 degs. 47* E. to UO degs. 50’ N. 07 degs. 30* E. 
to 38 degs. 51* N. 07 degs. 30' E. to border between Algeria and 
Tunisia.

PHEASANT,
WOODCOCK.

This recyphers C. in C. Med. 171H7A Dec. (Begins)
Addressed as above from C. in C. Med. PHEASANT 
and WOODCOCK require about one week's intensive 
A/A Gunnery practice. A.M. 031735 Dec. not to 
F.O.G.M.A. refers. Request you will arrange.

Ends.)
2) Admty. 182: 
Caserta C.C.O

182109 to Caserta only refers. 
C.O. 191026A to F.O.G.M.A.)

BARFLEUR
QUERCY.

Your 091031 December. (French Naval Authorities 
have agreed to allocation of either BARFLEUR or

DART,
EVENLODE.

Intend sailing DART (S.0) and EVENLODE at 1700/
20th to Gibraltar.
(2) S. of A. 14 knots. E.T.A. Gibraltar p.m. 23rd 
to be signalled by DART when known.
(3) Route Q.B.B. 123* position 278 Q. B.B.

Cape Creus 42 degs. 19* N. 03 degs. 19* E. to 
Cap Rosso 42 degs. 14’ N. 08.33’ E. thence 
along Corsican coast line to Aquila point, 41

/ (2) . . .
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Mediterranean
Western Area 
boundary. 
(Contd.)

(2) The retention of clear water under British 
control round Sardinia is desirable in order to 
avoid possibility of "Incidents'’ between the 
French and Italians. Moreover Aimed, would be 
reluctant to accept a boundary moved east so as 
to run along the Sardinian coast. A.M. 152236
I4© f*03?S •
(C. in C. Med. 191301 to Admty)

Linrep Summary of Operations Dec. 14 to 17»
No. 214* (A. F. H. Q. 191330A). See Lion copy.

Whalers Intend to sail British and Norwegian Whalers to
for U.K. U.K. as they become available for disposal after

removal of serviceable M/S equipment.
(2) Request destination and bases to which 
account should be transferred may be signalled 

for the following ships. (A) BOREALIS, HAILSTORM, NEBB, CALM, 
SOIKA, SWONA, SATSA, SAHRA.
(B) NEBULA, NIMBUS and SQUALL reduced to C. and M. at Malta.
(C) STORMWRACK, RAINSTORM and PACKICE reduced to C. and M. at 
Alexandria.
(3) Ships in (B) and (c) to be sailed as Runner Crews become 
available.
(C. in C. Med. 191346 to Admty.)

Shipping for Admty. 140335*
Black Sea. Following is gist of (?U.S.) Military Mission's

M.22063 of Dec. 18th to Combined Chiefs of Staff.
(A) General Deane informed by Krutikov (Vice 
Commissar of Soviet Foreign Trade) that Soviet 

Govt, prepared to accept U.S. ships at Odessa where nine cargo 
ships with 28 feet draft and 5 tankers can be received simultan
eously.
(B) Traffic exceeding capacity of Odessa could go to Novovossisk 
and Tuapse. (W.D. Not - Comment of N.L.O. Black Sea 241522).
(C) First convoy up to 5 ships could be accepted at Odessa towards 
end January.
(D) Soviet Govt, agree to part of Persian Gulf traffic being 
diverted to Black Sea.
(E) 15,000 to 20,000 tons Manganese per month available at Poti 
for return cargoes. Bunker oil fuel available at Odessa.
(F) Ship/Shore link would be maintained by Soviet W/T with 
Soviet operators at Odessa.
(G) U.S. Mission will send two naval officers and two ratings 
from Moscow to Odessa on January 15th. Office and living accom
modation is available.
(H) Soviet Authorities request all cranes and 10 to 12 metal knock: 
down (?warehouses) for Odessa be included in first convoy.
They also ask two or three tugs for Odessa.
(l) Other details such as navigational aids etc. to be 
arranged between naval missions and Soviet naval staff.

/ (2) »••
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(2) Reference clause (l) above anticipated or 
minimum situation should now be available shortly. 
It is obvious that naval staff has been holding 
back up to date waiting forcing move by Krutikov. 
Admty. pass C. in C. Med. F.O.L.E.M. and other 
authorities as necessary.

(Adm. Archer, 191415A to Adraty)

Gables. Malta - Alex Number 1 repairable in C. in C.
Med's 031150 (Programme for Cables hip PACIFIC on 
return to Malta) has been effected and another 
break found two miles to Eastward. PACIFIC is 

working on that now and will proceed to repair B as weather 
permits on completion.
\V.A. Malta, 191427 to C. in C. Med., F.O.L.E.M., Admty.)

Fired one mission at railroad station and troop 
concentration at 905 856. Expended 93 rounds, 
area very well covered, several hits. Return 
fire after mission completed not close. No 
mines. Situation ashore no change. Army 
reports small submarine captured intact when 

operator lost bearings and entered Mentone Harbour. Operator 
now army prisoner. From description believe it is a human torpedo 
of double torpedo type. Weather improved toward evening 
with brisk easterly winds and choppy sea, occasional drizzle. 
WOOLSEY and ALCYON relieved NIBLACK and CLEAVES.
(WOOLSEY, 191902A to Comflanfor, Info: LE FORTUNE)

WOOLSEY 
bombardment, 
(Riviera)

Situation (l) Gulf of Genoa. Ref. No.509 para. 1.
Report Enemy convoy consisted of one coaster, four armed
No.510. lighters, and three R-Boats and our force of motor

trawlers and 16 coastal craft. Interception was 
made half mile off beach. Trawlers carried out 
determined gun action ranging to 800 yards despite 

very heavy fire from ships and shore. Two (?lighters) and one 
R-Boat seen to blow up one lighter seen capsizing and hits 
observed on coaster. Three of the trawlers hit with negligible 
damage. C.O. H.M.S. TWOSTEP slightly wounded, but no other casualty.
(2) Adriatic. S.B.N.0. Split has received letter of condolence 
on loss of ALDENHAM signed by General Cervast. Night of 17th 
Dec. 1st Island attacked by four explosive M.Bs. one grounded 
and blew up, remainder were driven off. A similar beet with
a dead German on board has been towed into Patras/by a fishing boat.
(3) Greece. Evacuation at Kalamata, Kavalla and Volos completed. 
At former place H.M.S. METEOR report (?having) ty/E.L.A. S.
Committee Co-operative and at their request liberty men were landed 
as proof mutual confidence. Relief foodstuffs are being 
distributed by E.A.M. At Volos H.M.S. MUSKETEER has received 
safe conduct to remain in bay. H.M.S. SIRIUS has arrived Mitylene 
(Les Vos) where there is a general strike. A delayed report
from Patras gives details of evacuation from Krionero, number 507 
para. 2 refers. 802 Officers andmsn,four guns and Limbers, one 
armoured car, two Bren gun carriers, five Jeeps and 724 tons

/equipment ...
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Sepcr t 
No. 510 
(Contd.)

Mediterranean
equipment were taken off under heavy mortar fire. 
Naval Force consisted of h.M.S. SAXIFRAGE, (_L-) 
PROTEA, M.G.B.661, M.L.469 M. 1*1158, L.C.I.N314 
R.C.L. 1323, R.G.L. 49 and 12 caiques. 72 
vehicles abandoned.
(C. in C. Med. 192016) / ? Zara intended.

Aegean 499127.
Sitrep (l) Land and Sea Ops. N.T.R.
No.11. (2) Political. Force 142 reports. Mitylene.’

24 hour strike 18th December as protest against 
events in Athens.
(C. in C. M.E. 192040B to A.F.H.Q. )

Your 161802, not to all. German Government 
have proposed that hospital ship ERLANGEN should 
be sent to Lisbon to embark part of the German 
repatriables and proceed thence to a German port. 
Subject to your concurrence andFrench consent being 
obtained by Foreign Office, it is proposed to 

inform German Government that there is no objection to the use 
of ERLANGEN, provided that she returns to the port from which 
she sails.
2) Request route.
Hd. of M. Branch, 192238A to C. in C. Med.)

Cositintrep Greece. 18th December. Athens/Piraeus.
No.529 Good progress has been made in Piraeus and the
Part 4. At hens-Pal iron and Faliron-Piraeus Roads are now

clear. Persistent rebel attacks against air 
H.Q. Greece at Kifisia have continued on 
increased scale.
(A.F.H.Q. No T.0.0/19 to W.O)

ERLANGEN,
hospital
ship.

1
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CYPHER.

Addressed Thq.W aifOffice, Linrop Addressees
Cj (  v Cj  L K J ,V ;
PX.711S3bcipher 19th December.. -  b  : .

Cite,PIiG0T ■ ■" ••• ' Signed Alexander.
Linrop number 214. SiJfimary o f opera tions '

279810 V

14th "jJocciriibQr to I7th December. T  
Para. one. Ground. " • : >
Subpara., A. Eighth Army. One Canadian Corps is  

now,h a lf a ..mile west o f  the Canale Naviglio northeast 
o f . Bagnacavallo. Some progress has a lso  been made south 
o f  -this town which;:is s t i l l  hold ,by the enemy. Five •' 
Corps launched an a ttack . directed northwest on 14th Dec. 
Faonza has boon'cleared except for -th e  northern 
outsk irts. Advanced elements cut highway 9 at the 
Scnio River crossing 3 m iles northwest o f  Faenza and a lso  
reached the river south o f  the highway, j Two Polish Corps 
attacked on the lo f t  o f  Five Corps at the same time and 

: made good progress. Advanced elements are now 1 mile 
south o f  R iolo. .b

Subpara. B. F ifth  Army. There have been no 
material changes during th is  period- except in the 13 
Corps sector where the enemy successes in re-occupying 
Tossignano. l a

Subpara.c. AFHQ. Greece. Snail outlying detachments 
o f  B ritish  troops have been called in and our ground 
fo rces  are now mainly based on Athons/Piraeus M on ik a  . 
and Patras (Peloponnese). In the Athens area ELAS 
a c t iv ity  has been generally on a more restricted  scale 
but they continued to shell and mortar the centre o f  the 
c ity . Further progress is  being made in clearing 
Piraeus. “ • •

- Para. two. Gulf o f  Genoa. In a night engagement o f f  
Sestri Levanti A llied  coastal cra ft on patrol intercepted 
5 northbound enemy F lig h ters . Heavy enemy f i r e  but no 
casual i t ie s  or damage to our fo rce  who obtained 2 torpedo 
h its  and saw a largo explosion. • -

Para. West Ita ly . An Ita lian  swimming saboteur
has boon apprehended while attempting to leave port area 
o f  Leghorn. His mission was to introduce equipment fo r  
future operations. This has been found and collected  intact

/Over.



Para. Adriatic.' Onefbf our destroyers was 
mined and sunk in position 44 30 minutes N 14 50 minutes E. 
Commanding O fficer 4 O fficers and 58 Ratings have been a
saved. At sp lit relations with local partisans are again w  
strained a fter b rie f oasior period during which H.M.
Cruiser there gave shore leave without incident.

••para. Greece. In Athons/Piraeus' area. D ischarge 
o f reinforcements o f troops and vehicles although delayed ^  
fo r  .time by bad -weather continues smoothly. Greek Naval 
Brigado employed fo r  guard:duties ashore continues to bo 
groat-.success and: is  being; increased in size. At Repi 
Tor Kop1)4Island in the-.sbiathos (or Skiathes) Channel 
RHMS ICNIA is hard and fast ashore with heavy l i s t  and 
storn submerged and lik e ly  to become a to ta l loss.
Sweeping o f port and bay o f Mudros.txas been,completed.
Near symi a destroyer intercepted' an assault craft and . 
a .caique and took 22 Gorman and 5 Ita lian  prisoners.

Para,, th r o e . 'A ir .  Improvement in base and route 
weather enables MAAF strategic heavy bombers to operate 
on 3 days. Though cloud over targets necessitated 
bombing by.pathfinder technique in the-majority o f cases. 
Attacks wore made on, o il  re fin eries  at Brux Blechhammer 
and Odertal in Germany'and Morayska Ostrava Czeehoslavakia. 
Marshalling yards were attacked at Innsbruck Linz Amstettin 
Villach and Salzborg a l l  in Austria. At Saltzborg a l l  
linos were temporarily.out. Rosenheim Germany was also 
attacked. The enemy reacted to the attacks on Blechhammer 
and the bombers destroyed 26 the figh ters  22 and we had 21 
bombers and 6 figh ters  missing. No operations were flown 
by night-, " 'Wellingtons and Liberators bombed motor 
transport on the roads Matesevo to Bioce Yugoslavia on 
3 days while other Wellingtons Halifax and Liberators flew 
personnel ammunition and equipment into Greece.

Tactical A ir Force. Light bombers and Beaufightors 
harassed enemy communications throughout the va lley by 
night. By day medium bombers attacked the bridges at 
Asti Parma Chivassio and Voghora (or Vogheaa) and also hit 
ammunition dumps at Cremona and Tortona. Fighters and 
figh te r bombers operated at maximum strength when weather 
permitted. Attacks were ch iefly  against close support 
targets in the Eighth Army sector amd communications in t h A  
Po Valley on the Brenner route and in the Udine area. w

Coastal A ir Force flew armed reconnaissance o f tho 
North Adriatic scoring hits on one 300 f t  steamer 3 barges 
and 3 E/boats. Minespotting missions were flown o f f  
R iviora a ir  sea roscue searches were carried out. 9

/Balkan

-  2 -
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Balkan A ir  Force. F ighters i le n to r  DomDors rocket 
f i r in g  Boaufigbters medium and l ig h t  bombers attacked 
motor transport in the Matosovo-Bioco area and in 
co-ordinations with Naval Forces Boaufighters attacked 
gun pos ition  in Lussin P icco lo . Greek based a irc ra ft  
attacked guns s tra ffed  rebel motor transport bombed a 
railway and the robol HQ and dropped le a f le t s  as well 
as f ly in g  personnel and equipment from I ta ly .

Para. four. Enemy. The onemy d isp lays some 
concern over s itu a tion  on eastern flank and tho la s t 
remaining rosorve from Bologna has been brought in to  
r e lie v e  a tired  armored formation on route 9._ La tter 
is  possib ly now in immediate reservo but a va ilab le  to 
meet any new throat. South o f route 9 the bulk o f  the 
enemy fo rces  are now behind tho Sonio R iver while 
north o f Faonza tho railway lin e  is  being stubbornly 
defended to cover tho withdrawal o f  units s t i l l  forward 
on tho Lamono Rivor. Resistance in tho Bagnacavallo 
soctor is  s t if fe n in g . Although no reserves romain 
the central soctor formations defending tho approacnes 
to Bologna aro boliovod to  bo up to strength.

Ops.(2 )
Plot,
O.P.C5)
0 .1 .0 .(3 )
■n 1\T T  { A \

"O .T .P .”  are excepted from this rule.)

191330

1st. Lord 
1st S.L. (3 )

Advance copy passod Colonial O ffice  
fo r  retransmission to  Rcsidont 
M ln istor Achimoto.

P.F . S.L.
5th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (H) 
A.C.N.S. (F ) 
U.W.R.

Room, S.H.A.E.F. ;

104
Ad. Blake
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East Indies
U-boat 19.16 S. 89.50 E. probable periscope of S/M

sighted 19th December 0100Z.
(MILLEN GRIFFITH (Received via Perth W.A.) 
190200Z to Admty.)

19- 12. 19^Tuesday

Your 2L4.II3 I of November, not to all, ref.
M.T.Bs. at Mpdras and Mandapam for conversion 
to C.T. boats for use in pacific.
(2) 21 out of 22 boats reported as serviceable 
now but unlikely to remain so for long if kept 
in reserve in India.
(3) Copy of written report by Lend-Lease 

American Survey Mission of their present state will be forwarded 
when received.
(1+) Officer in charge of C.T. boats here could be made 
available about March, 19*4-5, to assist formation of unit in 
Australia. Boats require strengthening as well as modification 
(5) The future of these boats is under consideration. Are 
you likely to require any of these boats? They are not 
required on East Indies Station.
(C. in C.E.I., 190211Z to C. in C. B.P.F., Inf a, EXCELLENT, 
Admty.)

C.T.
Boats
for
pacific

U-boat No fresh information,scales in all areas
dispositions unchanged.

(C. in C.E.I., 190U31)

Port Request you will report by signal whether
Economy following ports are in use or necessary for

naval purposes and size of staffs maintained-: 
Abadan, Adau Atoll, Bandar Shahpur, Bahrein, 
Basra, Diego Suarez, Mauritius, Seychelles. 

(2) It is essential to economise in manpower and outlying 
commitments should be closed down as far as possible.
(Sec. to 1st Sea Lord, 191732A to C. in C.E.I.)
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1 9 .1 2 .1 9 4 4 . T uesday .___

A m erica & Y/est I n d i e s .
S ubm arine  (C) L ib . Q/10 s t r o n g  r a d a r  c o n ta c t  a t  19 m ile sa t t a c k  & l o s t  t h r e e  m ile s  4 1 .4 1  N. 5 5 .1 2  W« 0 0 3 9 Z /1 9 th .s i g h t i n g  (N .S .H .Q . 191410Z to  A d m ty ., C om inch.)summary.

U/B d i s -  E s tim a te s*
p o s i t i o n s .  (N .S .H .Q . 191425Z , Gominch 191545Z .)

S/fa a t t a c k  and s ig h tin g -  summary .
B .A .D . and N .M .G .J .S . have by h an d .
B. 190039Z L i b e r a t o r  had  r a d a r  c o n ta c t  4 1 .5 1  N. 5 5 .1 2  V/ •
D* 190320Z U .3 .3*  GUINIVERE sound c o n ta c t  4 3 .01  N. 7 0 .0 4  Y/.
(Cominch 192042Z to  Admty. f o r  O .I .C .)

G*7 E s c o r t  The f o l lo w in g  a l l o c a t i o n  i s  e f f e c t i v e  to  d a te  1 9 thG roup. Decem ber from  new c o n s t r u c t i o n  to  th e  m id -o ceanf r e e  f o r c e  f o r  d u ty  w ith  C. 7 , H .M .C .3 . CAP DE LA MADELAINE.
(2 ) Pay a c c o u n ts  to  be  h e ld  in  AVALON. Com. (D) Y /este rn  A pp ro ach es p a s s  t o  C .7 , Com. 4 p a s s  to  COLLINGNOOD.(C. in  C. C .N .A . 192113Z to  N .S .H .Q .)

ATHELING, Your 151609 and A.M. 141421 ATHELING i s  a l l o c a t e dBATTLER. in  l i e u  o f  BATTLER and  w i l l  be a v a i l a b l e  a tSydney a t  end o f  D ecem ber.
(V .C .N .3 . 192244A to  B .A .D .)

A u s t r a l i a  & New Z e a la n d .
D ig e s t .  f F i r s t  p o r t i o n  c o r r u p t ,  r e p e t i t i o n  r e q u e s t e d . )(1 6 ) P .T . b o a ts  o p e r a t in g  (5  c o r r u p t  g ro u p s )  sa n k  3 em pty w estb o u n d  b a rg e s  o f f  n o r th  t i p  S ebu .(1 7 ) 19 L ib e r a to r s  e s c o r te d  by 8 T h u n d e rb o lts  u n lo a d e d  57 to n s  o f  500 p o u n d e rs  ( E t te lo im ld  G roae on J o lo )  noon 1 7 th  d e s t r o y in g  3 p la n e s  on g ro u n d . N ext m o rn ing  27 M i tc h e l l s  r a id e d  San Roque f i e l d  n e a r  Zamboanga and  8 T h u n d e rb o lts  sw ee p in g  (F3LU) A rc h ip e la g o  s e t  1 s m a ll  m erch an t s h ip  a f i r e  n e a r  s e a p la n e  b a se  Tawi T aw i.
(2 0 ) L ib e r a to r  on s h ip p in g  s e a r c h  n o r th  B orneo 1 7 th  December bombed s t r a f f e d  and  dam aged 3 sm a ll  f r e i g h t e r s  o r  3ea t r u c k s .(2 2 ) 3 M i tc h e l ls  a t t a c k e d  and dam aged s m a ll  c o a s t e r  n e a r  Y /afn ia- p o r f o n  Soemba I s l a n d ,  noon 1 7 th  a n a  l e f t  a n o th e r  b e a ch e d  c o a s t a l  c r a f t  a b la z e  n e a rb y .
(G .H .Q .8 .W .P .A . 191156Z .)
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1 9 . 1 2 . 1 9 4 4 .
T u e s d a y .

Subm arine F o r  24  h o u r s  t o  0 9 0 0 Z /1 9 t h  D ecem ber ,
a t t a c k  and P a r a .  A. ( 1 )  U -B oa t  s t r u c k  W o l f  R o ck  a t  0 9 2 9 Z /L 8 t h
s i g h t i n g  D ecem ber and s a n k  a t  1 0 0 l Z /1 8 t h  D ecem ber i n  a p p r o x ,
summary. 4 9 °  5 7 '  N. „ 0 5 °  47* W.

( 2 )  SILVER^LAUREL t o r p e d o e d  and b le w  up a t  1 5 4 5 Z /  
1 8 t h  D ecem ber i n  a p p r o x .  5 0 °  09*  N» 04°  4 0 '  W«
( 3 )  P o r t u g u e s e  f i s h i n g  v e s s e l  INVENCIVEL SEGUNDO 

s p o k e n  t o  by  U -B oat  a t  2 3 0 0 Z /2 4 t h  O c t o b e r  in  3 4 °
W.

( 4 )  INVENCIVEL SEGUNDO a g a i n  s i g h t e d  U -B o a t  c o u r s e  W* on  1 0 th  N ov. 
i n  3 4 °  55* N. 0 9 °  3 0 '  W.
P a ra *  B* ( 1 )  D a k o ta  A /C  s i g h t e d  s e m i-s u b m e r g e d  U -B o a t  c o u r s e  N.W. 
a t  l 0 1 5 Z /1 8 t h  D e c .  i n  a p p r o x .  4 9 °  56* N. 0 0 °  0 0 ’ W. o r  E.
( 2 )  BRILLIANT a t t a c k e d  a s d i c  c o n t a c t  a t  1 9 3 5 Z / l 3 t h  D ec .  i n  50° 0 0 ’ 
30'* N. 0 0 °  56* 2 0 ” W-

r e p o r t e d  b e i n g  
4 1 '  N. 1 0 °  1 6 ’

( 3 )  BEACON HILL o f  E .G . 26  o b t a i n e d  d i s a p p e a r i n g  r a d a r  c o n t a c t  
a t  2 0 5 0 Z /1 8 t h  D e c .  i n  50°  3 7 ’ N. 0 5 °  0 7 '  W.
( 4 )  CHARLES W. WOOSTER made SS3S t o r p e d o  t r a c k s  s i g h t e d  b e f o r e  
1 6 4 0 Z / l 8 t h  D ecem ber  i n  1 4 °  46* N. 8 1 °  28* E.
( 5 )  ’WALTER L. FLEMING nude 3333  su b m a rin e  s i g h t e d  b e f o r e  1 7 5 5 Z /  
1 8 t h  D ecem ber i n  1 3 °  4 3 ’ N. 5 4 °  2 3 ’ E.
P a ra *  C* ( 1 )  F .S .  LA SURPRISE made 3 a t t a c k s  on  b o t t o m e d  c o n t a c t  
t h o u g h t  p o s s i b l y  w r e c k  a t  0 3 0 0 Z / I 8 t h  3 e c .  i n  4 9 °  3 3 ’ N. 0 0 °  4 1 '  V/. 
o r  0 0 °  4 7 '  W.
(D .D . I . C .  191153A  t o  C om inch , N . 3 .H . Q . )

A t t a c k s  on My 22 1 0 5 9  J u l y ,  1 9 4 2 .
U -B o a t s .  ( 1 )  C * 3 .  1 f l y i n g  h i s  f l a g  in  CAMPANIA w i t h  c o n v o y

R .A .  62 c l a i m s  one c e r t a i n  U -B o a t  su n k  and  t h r e e  
p o s s i b l y  sunk  b y  a i r  and s u r f a c e  e s c o r t .  No 
f u r t h e r  d e t a i l s  r e c e i v e d .

( 2 )  U .1 2 0 9  g r o u n d e d  on  'Wolf R o c k  a t  0 9 2 9 /1 8  and s u b s e q u e n t l y  sa n k .  
38 s u r v i v o r s  r e c o v e r e d .
( D .A .U .D .  19174QA t o  C om in ch , e t c . )

U /B d i s -  E s t i m a t e s .
p o s i t i o n s .  ( D . D . I . C .  191 4 1 4 A , 1 91 415A *)
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20.12.1944.
V/ednesday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. 66th M.T.B. F lo t i l la *  20 m iles south o f  St. 
C ath erin e 's , and le t  Escort Group, 40 m iles south 
o f  Falmouth and to the eastward o f  th is  p o s it io n , 
have been hunting probable U-Boats, but w ith no 
d e fin ite  resu lts  up to  date .

2. NYASALAND, fr ig a t e ,  o f  18th Escort Group, is  
fo llow in g  up a rather sketchy U-Boat in d ica tion  
40 m iles o f f  the south coast o f  Ireland .

3 . (a) A H alifax o f  Coastal Command claims a bomb 
h it  on an 8000 ton merchantman 70 m iles north  o f 
Trondheim.
(b) RUBIS, French submarine, has la id  30 mines 
in the neighbourhood o f Stavanger.

4 . Lancasters o f Bomber Command la s t  n ight la id  
55 mines in K iel Bay*

Foreign S tation s.

North A t la n t ic .

5. The U.S. destroyer FOGG, escortin g  the sp ecia l 
towing convoy to N orfolk , and L .S .T . 359, from 
th is convoy, were torpedoed sh ortly  before  noon 
in  42*03 N. 19.19 V/. about 360 m iles northeast o f 
San M iguel, Azores. The FOGG which had an 
acou stic  torpedo in the s te m , was taken in  tow 
fo r  Horta by the U .S.3. CHINABERRY and L.T. 643, 
with two destroyers e sco rt in g . L.S.T. 359 broke 
in two at 1752, a fte r  the personnel had been 
removed, and is  believed  sunk. The S.N.O. considers 
there are two U-Boats in the v ic in ity  o f  the attack . 
(The FOGG arrived  at T erce ira , Azores, in  tow on 
the 23rd .)



S E C  R E T N.I.D. L. G. Report No. 965 
23rd December, 1944.

PAHGICALAN BRANDON and PANGEALA SOESGE
' (North SUMATRA]

1. On 20th December a task force of thd Eastern Fleet 
carried out a carrier-borne aircraft attack on PANGKALAN BRANDON. 
Owing to the target being obscured by cloud, the attack was 
diverted against the harbour, warehouses, railway yards and oil 
installations at 3ELAWAN DELI. Observation of results was 
difficult but one oil tank and one petrol tank were set on fire 
by fighters. One enemy aircraft was shot down. Our own surface 
forces were not located by the enemy and no casualties were 
sustained.

developed by the Royal Dutch Shell Company at PANGKALAN ERATTDON, 
about 5C miles north of MEDAN and 250 miles south-east of SABAITG. 
Crude oil is brought to the refinery by pipe lines from the oil
fields and the refined products exported from PANGKALAN SOESOE, 
about 8 miles north of the refinery and connected by pipe line, 
(it is reported that the Japanese have laid a pipe line from the 
refinery to BELAWAN DELI, the port of MEDAN).
year and there is probably a maximum tankage capacity of about 

\  million gallons.available for the Japanese. The tank farm at 
PANGKALA SOESOE had storage for about 36 million gallons, but the 
major installations were destroyed when the Dutch carried out prearranged demolition plans,

3- Although tankers up to 10,000 tons can enter P. SOESOS, 
they are hindered by shallow entrances and cannot top up to full 
capacity. it is for this reason that the Japanese may have 
built a pipe line to BELAWAN DELI where a deep water outlet exists.

ip. It is considered that the oil supplies from the whole of 
Sumatra produce three-quarters of the total aviation spirit 
required by Japan and their denial would probably be vital in the 
long-run. From this crude oil it is possible to manufacture by 
simp a. e distillation about 30 per cent of aviation spirit having an octane number of approximately 91.

2. There is an important

The capacity of the refinery is about 1,110,000 tons-a

(Europeans 300) 
company.

5» TheThe total population v/as probably less than 10,COO 
300}.. about one-quarter of ”'hom were employed by the oiless than 10,000

Requests for further information on this subject 
should be made in writing or by telephone to N.I.D. (4). 
Telephone Whitehall 9000, Ext. 598.

N.I.D. (ip)

Distribution: (Sgd.) I.M.R. CAMPBELLI.M.R. CAMPBELL 
D. D. N. I. 
23.12.ip4.

' A.C.N.S. (A; 
D. of P. 
D.O. D. (F) 
D.T.S.D. 
D.A.W. T. 
F.O.(S/M) 
C.C.O.

First Lord 
First Sea Lord 
v.C.N.S.
A. C. IT. S. (F)

C.B.N. I. (E.T. ) 
^•D. N.I. Ottawa

D.M.I. War Office 
A.C.A.S.(l) Air Ministry
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20.12.1944. 
Y/ednesday»

SITUATION REPORT.

South A tla n tic .

6. Independent s a ilin g s  f o r  G ibra ltar were ordered 
at 0933 to cease from December 22, ships being held  
f o r  in clu sion  in  convoy. This ord er , however, 
was a ltered  at 1952 on the 21st, q .v .

Mediterrane an.

7. The s itu a t io n  at the Piraeus is  q u ie t , and the 
harbour is again being used to unload cargo.
G.3. 15 has taken over con tro l o f  the naval 
bombarding fo rce s  providing support fo r  the Army 
in  the Piraeus-Athens area.

8. Ten Baltimores bombed shipping in Mandracchio 
Harbour, Rhodes. One ship alongside the eastern  
mole was h it  and bursts were seen on th is  mole 
and near the j e t t ie s .

9. LAMERTON, from 57th Destroyer D iv is ion , replaces 
the ALDENHAM (sunk by mine on the 14th) as the ship 
o f  Captain (D ), 5th Destroyer F lo t i l la .  QUANTOCK, 
o f  57th D iv is ion , becomes 3 .0 s . ship in that 
D iv is ion .

I

East Indies.

10. A strik e  o f  28 Avengers, 16 H e llca ts , and 16 
Corsairs from Force 67 (see Dec. 17) was flown 
o f f  from the INDOMITABLE and ILLUSTRIOUS to attack 
the o i l  r e fin e ry  at Pangkalan Brandan, on the 
north east coast o f  Sumatra* The target was, 
however, t o t a l ly  obscured by c lou d , and the fo rce  
attacked warehouses, railway yards and o i l  
in s ta lla t io n s  at Belawan D eli. In the a fternoon , 
f ig h te r s  attacked a ir f ie ld s  in  the Sabang area and 
small c ra ft  o f f  the northwest coast o f  Sumatra* The 
surface fo rce  was undetected by the enemy. No 
casu a lties  were sustained.

/II..
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SITUATION REPORT.

2 0 .1 2 .1 9 4 4 .
Wednesday.

East In d ie s  -  Contd.

11 . On her t h ir d  Far East p a t r o l ,  the submarine 
PORPOISE la id  49 m ines. On December 10th she sank 
a la rg e  junk by d e m o lit io n  in  the N orth M alacca 
S t r a i t  and took  6 Malay s u r v iv o r s .

12 . On her fo u r th  Far East p a t r o l ,  the submarine 
STURDY sank seven  sh ip s  ran g in g  from  a 350 ton 
c o a s te r  c a r ry in g  o i l  t o  a 40 ton  r i c e  loa d ed  yawl* 
betw een November 25 and December 5. On December 
2 she a ls o  sank a 300 ton  n a v a l a u x i l ia r y  v e s s e l .  
The STURDY a rr iv e d  at Frem antle on the 15th  a f t e r  
33 days a t sea*

13. On h e r  e ig h th  Far East p a t r o l ,  the submarine 
TANTIVY, d u rin g  a northw ard passage through the 
Lombok S t r a i t  on the n ig h t o f  December 2 - 3 ,  f o r c e -  
d iv e d  and was s u b je c te d  to  an a ccu ra te  but not 
damaging depth charge a t ta c k  by th ree  M .Ls. She 
r e t i r e d  and made the pa33age on the n ex t n ig h t .  
D e fe c ts  to  her main en g in e  caused her to abandon 
p a t r o l  on the 6th*

14 . The Dutch c r u is e r  TROMP, r e f i t t i n g  at Sydney, 
N .S .W ., has been t r a n s fe r r e d  from  the 4 th  C ru ise r  
Squadron and w i l l  j o in  th e  5 th  C ru is e r  Squadron 
a f t e r  her re tu rn  to  the East In d ie s  S ta t io n .

A u s tr a lia  & New Z ea lan d .

15. L ast n ig h t a C a ta lin a  a ttack ed  two sh ip s  des
c r ib e d  as a medium f r e ig h t e r  tra n s p o r t  and a d es
t r o y e r  o f f  the N .E. c o a s t  o f  M indoro. A near m iss 
s e t  the merchant sh ip  on f i r e .

16 . Two P .T . boa ts  d e s tro y e d  fo u r  Japanese barges 
b e r th e d  on the N .E . o f  Halmahera* The barges were 
cam ou flaged , armed and arm oured, and loaded  w ith  ' 
ammunition and s u p p lie s .

17 . A 3 sh ip  con voy  (1  d e s t r o y e r ,  1 2000 ton  
f r e ig h t e r  and 1 sm a lle r  merchantman) 100 m iles  S. 
o f  Amboina, M olu ccas , was u n s u c c e s s fu lly  a tta ck ed  
by a se a rch  L ib e r a to r . In the a fte r n o o n , th ree  
Dutch M itc h e lls  sank the 2000 ton  s h ip ,  le a v in g  
hundreds o f  Japs* in  the w a ter , and s t r a f f e d  the 
sm a lle r  merchantman.
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War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

20. 12 . 192+2+ .
Wednesday.

Movements.
SERENE SERENE arrived Falmouth.

(F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 200236a  to S.B.N.O. Azores).

NEWFOUNDLAND Clyde arrival: NEWFOUNDLAND.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 200818A to C. in C. H.F.) 
Sailed NEWFOUNDLAND. Route in accordance with 

Admiralty message 18202+0A December. Speed of advance 23 knots 
expected time of arrival Gibraltar 0900Z/23rd December latest 
message Q.B.A. 12+0, Q. B. H. 817 less 796 to 8l6.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 201938 to Admty. C. in C. W.A., C. in C. 
Med., F.O.G.M.A. )

RAMILLIES My 1912+2+0 C. in C. Portsmouth is requested to
take over escort of RAMILLIES and KEREN in posi
tion 180° Portland Bill 20 (para. 1 my 19162+3 
refers) at 0700A/21st approx.

2. On relief by Portsmouth escort TJERK HIDDES, ALBRIGHTON and 
AVONVALE return through 180° Start Point 2+ thence by standard 
route to Plymouth.
3* RAMILLIES pass to ships in company.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 201135A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

REVENGE, With reference to A.L. M. 22+51/2+2+ of 3rd November
RESOLUTION. 192+2+ (copies sent to Commander-in-Chief, Plymouth 

and IMPERIEUSE with F.O.C.R.F’s EPP/17/5/5 of 
8th November, 192+2+) intend that IMPERIEUSE be now 

regarded as under ray administration. Any outstanding matters in 
regard to reducing of REVENGE and RESOLUTION to Category MCM will 
be referred to F.O.C. R.F. as requisite.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 201252+ to F.O.C. R. F.)

Scapa departure - KENT.
(A.C.O.S., 201658A to F.O.I.C. Greenock).

Comnavforfranee’s 191322+ (not to all).
Intend to sail:-
(a) At 2359A/20th December, F.S. LORRAINE 
escorted by F.S. BASQUE, SOMALI and HOVA to 
Cherbourg. Speed 15 knots. E.T.A. H. 10 buoy - 
0900A/21st.

(b) At 0800A/21st December, F.S. DUQUESNE escorted by MELBREAK 
to Cherbourg. Speed 22 knots. E.T.A. to be reported.
2. Routed by Q. Z.S. 601, 591 route E of F.N.M. No. 2538 (T) 
of 192+2+ to H.2 buoy, thence by Q. Z.S. 633 to destination.
5. On completion of escort duty MELBREAK returns to Plymouth.
6. Request mails for LORRAINE, DUQUESNE, HOVA, SOMALI and 
BASQUE to be diverted to Cherbourg.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 201812A to C.T.F.125).

KENT

LORRAINE,
DUQUESNE
etc.
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20.12. 191+1+.War Diary Wednesday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
North Sea.

Operation Weather permitting carry out operation "Moonshine”
"Moonshine". today 20th sailing as convenient.

(C- in C. Nore, 201217A to P.O.I.C. Humber). 
"Moonshine". Humber 20th December departure GAY 
VIKING, HOPEWELL, NONSUCH at 12*00.
(P.O.I.C. Humber 2011+50 to C. in C. Nore).

Distributing Your 171050 para. 1+ is concurred in and Com. 
Authority on Belgium is requested to forward proposals as 
Continent. soon as possible. In view of extreme shortage 

of all types of rating in this Command, it is 
suggested that as far as possible any required 

should be transferred from those now in Prance, and with reference 
to your para. 5 it is suggested that Cdre. Belgium should give 
approximate numbers required forthwith.
(C. in C. Nore, 201305A to A.N.C.X.P.)

Patrols. Night Dispositions 20th/21st December.
Humber Force. (Group 1) Patrols 1. VIMY, 2. 
BLENCATHRA.

(Group 2) Harbour. Returning Harbour MIDDLETON.
Harwich Force. (Group 3) Patrols 3 MACKAY, 1+ COTSWOLD, 5 
GUILLEMOT, 12 EKINS, bA SHEARWATER, 11+ THORNBOROUGH, 16 STAYNER, 
19 TORRINGTON.
(Group 1+) Harbour. EGLINTON, CAICOS, DAKINS, RUTHERFORD, CURZON, 
RIOU, MALLARD, PUPITN, HAMBLEDON, WALPOLE, WIDGEON. Returning 
to Harbour. KITTIWAKE, SLAZAK.
Sheerness Force. (Group 5) Returning from Escort - LOOSESTRIFE. 
With A.T.M. Convoy - COTTESMORE, COWDRAY. For T.A.M. 21+ LA 
COMBATTANTE, LUDLOW.
(Group 6) Harbour. Returning to Harbour. VOLUNTEER.(c. in C. Nore, 20l603A to Admty).

Situation
Report.

Cositint rep No 
Discharged by

. 260 Part 1+.
sea - 21+ hour period ending 1600A/

British
19th December. 

Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk

Antwerp 7 631+ 8,51+2
Pol.
17073

Ostend 16 - 3,191 2,257
Boulogne - - 892 -
Dieppe 5 - 1,323 —

Caen - - 1,858 —
Calais 2

Total 28 636 15,806 3,330

/U. S. North.•.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
North Sea.

Situation 
Report, 
(contd)•
U.S. North. Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk

Pol.
Antwerp - - 11,980 —
Cherbourg 2,009 497 5,535 10,630Le Havre 5,674 38 5,871 2,764Rouen 904 517 6,471651

568Granville • —

Total 8,587 1,052 30,508 13,972
(S.H.A.E.P. , 201630A to Admty)•

G-2 Summary No. 89 Part I dated 20th December 191*4. 
Operations.
Stavelot and Malmedy in Allied hands; fighting continues. 
Prisoners from 1 S.S, Panzer Division state that Liege expected 
to fall during present attack.
Prisoners of War. Total prisoners captured for 24 hours at 
1621*00 December: 2,271. Accumulative total since D-day:
789,088.
General. Order from Fuehrer's headquarters dated 31st August 
states Field-Marshal Kluge committed suicide owing to burden 
of responsibility for loss of Normandy battle. No further 
discussion of incident to be made. A m y  commanders to be 
informed in suitable manner.
(S.H.A.E.F. , 201900A to War Office).

Operations.
Channel.

Possible Contact gained in position 188 St. Catherine's
U-boat. Point 20 mile possible submarine contact am

carrying out Scabbard in vicinity. Contact now 
lost*
(M.T.B.737, 200255 to C. in C. Ports).Have carried out operation Scabbard, M.T.B.752 and 737 

continuing search to west from position 50° 18' N., 01° 23* W. 
M.T.B.750 Asdic defective carrying out Radar patrol between 
H. 3 and H.5*(S.O. 66, M.T.B.F. , 200424A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

My 200245 no further contact search being extended in 
accordance with patrol 13 P.43 A. Good 21 obtained. Change of 
Doppler.

(M.T.B.737, 200535A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
M.T.B.752 has attacked possible S/fe in position 50° 15' N. 

one0 18* 6” W. lost contact. Unit investigating.
(S.O. 66 M.T.B.F., 201031A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
My 201111 join M.T.B. 750. Attacking possible S/fcl contact. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201122A to HARGOOD and SPRAGGE). 
M.T.Bs. lost contact and carried out Observant. Am acting 

in accordance with your 131943* M.T.B. reports contact doubtful 
no doppler.

(HARGOOD, 201255A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
/Second...
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Operations.
Channel. - Contd.

Second Have swept through marked position in 49° 26’ N.
U-boat hunt, to 04° 54’ W. and will sweep back to 04° 30’ W.
40 miles south through report latitude thereafter sweep North 
of Falmouth. and South 6 miles either side 49° 2k’ N. , between 

these Meridians.
2. Request appreciation of U-boat movements.
3. (A) Very good. (B) Not applicable.
(S.O.E.G. 1, 201015A to c. in C. Plymouth).

Aircraft KAV 57 landed confirms Snort sighted. Estimate 
probable course 075°. Continue search Datura position 49°24> 0k°k7 
at 0645A.
2. Report state of sea and swell.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 201112A to S.O.E.G. l)
Your 201112 para. 2 am sweeping along your estimated line 

of advance to ?0030 53’ W. E.T.A.1500A. Intend thereafter 
sweeping 345° - 16 5° 6 miles either side of this line shifting 
sweep to westward toward Saturn.
Amend ray 201015 accordingly. Sea calm no swell suitable for 
Schnorkel. Asdic conditions excellent.

(S.O.E.G. 1, 201251A to C. in C. Plymouth).
Your 201251 continue your present sweep to 12 miles west 

of Datum then proceed to Gamma search between 49*38 N., 02.50 W. 
49.58 N., 03.02 W.
2. Possibility of E-boat operating from Guernsey. Range of 
Channel Island Batteries estimated 10 miles.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 201829A to E.G.l)
Have bottomed contact in position 049° 34’ N. , 004° 06.8 ’ W. 

giving echo sounder trace 30 feet high 250 feet long with 
excellent aside recorder traces. Have attacked it and am 
continuing to do so.
2. GARLIES and GORE are proceeding in accordance with my 201251A 
BENTLEY and CAPEL remaining in company with me.

(S.O.E.G.l, 2D1829A to C. in C. Plymouth).
2nd Division GARLIES, GORE, CAPEL are complying with your 

201829A AFFLECK with BENTLEY remain in firm contact with possible 
submarine on the bottom. My 201829 refers. 5 accurate attacks 
have been delivered. Intend remaining in contact to seek 
evidence by daylight.

(S.O.E.G. 1, 202007A to C. in C. Plymouth).

Patrols. Force 26 leave patrol and return to Plymouth
forthwith. Reporting E.T.A.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 201039A to Force 26).

Night Patrols 20, 21. Anti-Snort Patrols given*
2. Area X 00° 20’, 01° 20* W. 49° 48’,50° 06’ divided into two 
sections by 49° 57*.
3. Ships take sections in sequence from North. WATCHMAN, LOCH 
SHIN by 1700. North east corner to south east corner by 0830.
4 . HARGOOD, SPRAGGE sweep 3 miles south of route E from 01° 15’ 
W. to arrive 180° Portland Bill 20 at 0630 to rendezvous with 
RAMILLIES.5. HARGOOD, SPRAGGE escort RAMILLIES to Portsmouth.
6* M.T.Bs. 01° 20’, 01° 45' W. 50° 01*, 50° 15' from 1700 to
7.850E.G.30 Gamma search on line, fining Cap de la Hague Portland 
Bill between 50° 00’ 50° 27*.' ,
8. A.I.G.61, WATCHMAN, LOCH SHIN, P1EVENSEY CASTLE. Acknowledge.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201300A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force)

/Your. • •
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Operations 
Channel
Your 201039A. Force 28 arrived.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth, 201316A to C. in C.Plymouth.) 
Search square side 10 miles centre 50° 16',
01° 30’ V / .
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201450 to Portsmouth A/S 
Patrol Force.)

Take up night patrol as in my 201300 and 201301, neither to 
all. Acknowledge.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201622A to M.T.Bs. 733, 747, 731.)
Continue present search HARGOOD, SPRAGGE start search in 

my 201300 at 2300. HARGOOD, BRILLIANT acknowledge.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201623A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol
Force.)
Air Patrols. My 281728 para. 12. Night 20/21 patrol 5 

miles each side of 02 15' W., by Liberator. Day 21 patrol 5
miles by Swordfish of 842. Another patrol 5 miles each side of 
02 15' W. by Swordfish of 838. 838 Sqdn. TBM. 842 Sqdn. LHG.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201742A to Portsmouth A/S PatrolForce.)
Continue present search until ordered comply with my 

231300 para. 4 not to LA SURPRISE then start west going search 
from 01 15' W. on line Z Buoy to 180° Portland Bill 20.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 201916A to HARGOOD, SERAGGS. LASURPRISE.)
Shift patrol carry out Gamma search on line 01° 54* W between 49 50' and 50* 05' N.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 202135A to Portsmouth A/S PatrolForces.)

War Diary.

Patrols. 
(Contd.)

Proceed to Londonderry forthwith. Report why 
you have not complied with my 201121 and my last R/T signal.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 201739A to E.G. 25.)

Operations
West Coast France

F.F.I. My 081255 and 081845 both November. Request
trawler confirmation that trawler IENA is still atIENA. Falmouth.

(A.N.C.X.F. , 201540A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

Operations
Western Approaches

E.G. 3. C. in C. W.A. 191053.
Arrived 3rd E.G. H.M. Frigates DUCKWORTH, 
ESSINGTON, BERRY, COOKE, ROWLEY and DOMMETT. 
(F. 0 . 1.C.N. I. , 200732A to C. in C .  W.A. )

Possible NYASALAND attacked S/M contact at 0756A in
U-Boat. position 50° 48’ N., 08° 33* W. (2) Contact

lost at 0822A. NYASALAND continuing to hunt. 
(S.O. E.G.18, 200832A to C. in C. W.A.)

/My • • •
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Operations
Western Approaches

Possible 
U-Boat 
(Contd.)

My 200832. Contact regained at 0833A and lost 
again at 0848A.
(2) Unless instructed otherwise NYASALAND is 
continuing search until dark and then proceeding.

E.G.20. F.O.G.M.A. 181555.
(l) Intend allocating for this service Escort 
Group 20 (comprising one River and five Maritime 
Frigates.) There are diesels in this group.

(2) It is hoped to relieve the group periodically and F.O.G.M.A's 
remarks will be borne in mind.
(C. in C. W.A., 201128A to C. in C. Med.)

E.T.A. Lough Foyle Buoy 1300A/21st December.
(S.O.E.G.20, 201130A to Com. D. W.A.)

Patrol. F.O.I.G.Milford Haven is requested to sail 6th
E.G. p.nv/21st via Q.Z.S. 613 to patrol in area 
bounded by parallels 51° 20' N. and 50° 01* N . , and 
meridians 10° 01* W. and 9° 15* W.
(C. in C. W.A. 201154A to F.O.I.C.Milford Haven)
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Y/ednesday.

Operation 
M Fretsaw"

Ope rat1ons.
Norway.
Scapa departures C.S. 10 in DIADEM with MAURITIUS, 
MYNGS, SAVAGE, SIOUX and SCOURGE.
(A.C.O.S. 201500 to Admty. , C« in G. H.F.)

Operation Successful. 20 recovered 11 men, 6 women, 3
"Synnove". children. Medical assistance required on arrival

for one woman. E.T.A. 1800/21.
(NARVIK 201530A to N.O.I.C. Lerwick.)

’F.D. 52" completed by RUBIS, who is now clear of 
area. Amend northern limits of your patrol area to 059° 10' N.
(S/M 9 202247A to VENTURER.)

Operations.
Northern Y/aters.
Your 191622. The Russian submarine chasers who 
attempted to start with J.S. 62 last month were 
unable to face the weather experienced on passage 
to Faroes.
(2) The conditions for the next convoy in January can be expected to be no better.

(3) I am strongly of the opinion that these submarine chasers 
should not be included in convoy at this time of the year. If 
however, it is decided by Admiralty that risk should be taken I 
consider max. number in any one convoy should not exceed 8 also 
should they become scattered escort cannot be expected to leave 
convoy to search for them.
(C. in C. H.F. 200954A to Admty.)

'Arrived LACKLAN. Your 191451 refers.
(N.O.I.C. Lamiash 201740A to F.O.I.C. Glasgow.)

Schnorkel Your 191616 concur*
obstructors. (2) In view of the proximity of routes used by

Home Fleet Forces to the proposed position of the 
obstruction it is important that it should be 
securely anchored.
(C. in C. H.F. 201124A to Admty.)

Your 191616A December para. 3* Propose first lay on meridian 01° 
V/. between 61° 12’ N. and 61° 42* N.
(C* in C* Rosyth 201326 to Admty.)

Patrols.

Convoy 
J.Y/. 63.

Patrols. SLEUTH now waiting for working up patrol has been
recalled and will oe sailed for East Indies to work 
up on arrival. C* in C» Rosyth 191405 refers.

/ ( 2) « . .
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O p e ra tio n s .
N o rthern  W aters .
(2 ) I  w ish to  em phasise t h a t  th e  w orking up p a t r o l  f o r  a newly com m issioned subm arine i s  n o t o n ly  an item  o f h e r  in te n s iv e  th re e  months programme, b u t i t  i s  th e  c u lm in a tin g  p e r io d  o f h e r  t r a in in g  by w hich th e  in d iv id u a l  o f f i c e r s  and men a re  wel_ded_into one c lo s e  w orking team . A f te r  th e  p a t r o l  the w ell p r a c t i s e d  s e rv ic e s  a t  3ubrrfanine 3 's  d is p o s a l  c a r r y  ou t any n e c e s sa ry  ad ju stm en ts  and re p a ir s  and th e  subm arine i s  th en  ready in  a l l  r e s p e c ts  f o r  o p e ra t io n s  a g a in s t  th e  enemy. I  am th e re fo re  opposed to  any su g g e s tio n  th a t  th e  w orking up p a t r o l  sh o u ld  be c a r r i e d  o u t away from  Home w a te rs .(3) As an a l t e r n a t i v e  t o  the p r e s e n t  one an a re a  o f f  th e  Norwegian c o a s t  n o r th  o f  64° N. i s  su g g e s te d  though i t s  u se  may impose g r e a te r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  on a i r c r a f t  o p e ra tio n s  th an  i s  now th e  c a se . At p r e s e n t  th e r e  a re  r e s t r i c t i o n s  e a s t  of th e  Orkneys f o r  two days passag e  f o r  each p a t r o l  a p a r t  from  which a i r  p a t r o l s  can o p e ra te  to  a d is ta n c e  o f 95 m ile s  e a s t  o f th e  P en tlan d  F i r t h .For the Norwegian c o a s t p a t r o l  some s ix  days passage r e s t r i c t i o n s  would be in  fo rc e  on each  o c c a s io n  in  a d d i t io n  to  th e  p assag e  and p a t r o l  r e s t r i c t i o n s  f o r  o p e r a t io n a l  p a t r o l s .  As th e r e  a re  e ig h t  subm arines to  work up in  the  n e x t th re e  months th e  m agnitude o f  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n s  a c ro s s  a main enemy ro u te  w i l l  th e re fo re  need c a r e f u l  b a la n c in g  a g a in s t  th o se  imposed by th e  a re a  now in  u se . (F.O . S/M 201302A t o  Adm ty.)

War D iary .

P a t r o l s • (C o n ta .)

M ining.
C arry o u t o p e ra t io n  ”H. Y.A. 4 ” a t  1 4 4 5 /2 1 st Dec. (F .O .I .C . M ilfo rd  Haven 201123A to PLOVER.)

S earch  i s  com pleted  to  d e p th  o f 8 fa thom s n e g a tiv e  r e s u l t  f o r  m ines. One v e ry  o ld  c o n ic a l  f l o a t  w ith  3 c u t t e r s  a t ta c h e d  re c o v e re d  in  my sw eep, p o s i t io n  c u t n o t known*FROLIC p a r te d  sweep approx , p o s i t io n  51° 22* N»02° 3 4 ' E. p o s s ib ly  on ano ther*  P ro c e e d in g  f o r  Sm all Downs.Wind l i g h t  a i r s  se a  11 v i s i b i l i t y  1 m ile  s e a  tem p era tu re  53 M argate South  F a l l s  Buoy.(FLORIZEL 201322A to  C. in  C» N o re .)Your 201322. W eather p e rm it t in g  p ro ceed  to  Harwich tomorrow Thursday r e p o r t in g  E .T .A .(C. in  C. Nore 201659A to  FLORIZEL.)

M .3.F. 18. READY, HOUND, RATTLESNAKE, ONYX, COCKATRICE andHARRIS s a i l  a t  0830A tomorrow Thursday v ia  Q.Z.S. 446 , 468 to  comply w ith  C. in  C* N o re 's  181554A and 191513A.(F .O .I .C . Harwich 201658A. to  M.S. 1 8 .)

Deep m ining o f f  H artlan d  P o in t .

Minesweeping o f  Downs-  Ostend C hannel.
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Fort Facilities.

Barry Roads. Proposals to meet requirements in para. 3 of
F.O.I.C. Cardiff’s 101010 are contained in my 
181945 para* 1A a. m. 200155 refers.
(C. in C. W.A. 201513A to Admty.)

Shipping & Convoys.

Subject to remarks of A.N.C.X.F. as to whether 
delays in turn round involved can be accepted 
concur that ocean going ships should return in 
convoy.
(2) Coasters should continue to return independently 
for the present when time would be gained thereby. 
Situation will be reviewed in the light of 
experience.
(A.C.N.S.(U.T• ) 201300A to C* in C* Portsmouth, 
A.N.C.X.F., C.T.F. 125.)

Your 181013A and F-O.B.A.A’s 201104A. Pending buoyage Q.Z.S.
648 loaded vessels from Downs for Pasture now proceed independently 
via J Channel and Q.Z.3. 619. Ships routed by reciprocal suffer 
little additional risk until U-Boat situation necessitates 
reintroduction of convoys ships from East Calvados area for Dieppe 
or Downs should be sailed direct.
(C.T.F. 201715 to C. in C» Portsmouth.)

C. in C. Portsmouth’s 191854. Concur that U-Boat threat 
justifies convoying homeward bound ships from Cherbourg as a 
temporary measure*
(2) Consider situation should be kept continually under review 
and independent sailings resumed if threat dees not materialise. 

(A.N.C.X.F. 201800 to Admty.)

Route ing 
from Far 
Shore.

✓  Nf
E.N/V/.N. Additional trawlers asked for in your 171325 are
convoys. not available. To enable escorts to proceed

through to Belfast with every third convoy it is 
proposed that only six E.N/W.N. convoys should be 
sailed each month.

(2) Request you will confirm that this programme is acceptable 
with present number of escorts.
(D.T.D. 201545A to C- in C- Rosyth.)

T.B.C/ Amend para. 4 of my 041938A* Commodores and
B.T.C. their staffs will be accommodated in the Isle of
convoys. ’Wight as arranged by N.C.3.0. Cowes.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 201730 to Admty.)

British and U.3. Army leave from N.W. Europe 
commences as follows:-
British (a) 1000 men daily from Calais to Folkestone 
in one ship from 1st January to 3rd January 
inclusive.

(b) 3000 men daily from Calais from 4th January onwards in three 
ships each carrying 1000 men and proceeding to Dover, Folkestone 
and Harwich. It will, however, be necessary to use two smaller 
ships for Harwich on occasion.

Array Leave 
ships sailings.

/(c).•
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Shipping & Convoys.
Army Leave 
ships sailings. 
(Contd.) Return trips will be made as follows:- 

Folkestone to Calais 1000 men daily commencing 
10th January.
(b) Dover to Calais and Harwich to Calais 1000

(c) U.3. 1000 men daily from 1st January onwards 
in one ship from Havre to Southampton.

men each daily commencing 13th January.
(c) Southampton to Havre 1200 men daily commencing about 11th 
January.
(3) The programme of sailings must be governed by:-
ia» tidal conditions at Calais, (b) tidal conditions at Folkestone, 
(c) the desirability of daylight arrivals at and departures from' 
Harwich. To commence with, the Army authorities are making shore 
arrangements to suit arrivals and departures between 0800A and 
1700A.
(4) Owing to tidal limitations it will be necessary for ships to 
leave Calais both by day and by night. As soon as Masters have had 
sufficient experience of this haroour it is intended that they 
shall also enter Calais by night when necessary in order to maintai 
a daily service.
(5) Temporary navigational lights will be rigged at Calais before 
the end of December. Dimmed working dock lights will be required 
for assisting in embarkation and disembarkation at all ports 
mentioned in para. 1.
(6) When leave commences on 1st January a duty service Tilbury
to Ostend and return with an average lift of 1500 men per day will 
be started leaving Tilbury and Ostend on 1st January. This will 
take the place of existing N.A.P. and A.N.P. convoys.
(7) U«S. leave ships will sail in company with existing Y/.V.P. 
and V.V/.P. convoys. It is anticipated that the turn round at 
Havre will take 4 to 5 hours. W.V.P. convoys arrive Havre at 
about 1100. It will therefore be necessary to postpone the sailing 
of return V.W.p. convoys to about 1530.
(8) Naval authorities concerned are requested to make all necessary 
arrangements.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 201854A to Cs. in C. Portsmouth, Nore, V.A. Dover,
A.N.C.X.F.)
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GUHASGN GUNASON relieved by Y/OLVERIHE at 2300 19th. in

35*30 N. 13*00 W. All times Z. Departs at I8.5 
knots for Ponta Delgada. Passes through 36.33 N. 
25*31 W. Thence direct. Will require about 

66000 gallons Navy special fuel. E.T.A. 1200/21st. Crosses Chop 
at 0400 21st. Hold Q.B.A. 140. Area searched from 09*30 17th. 
to 2300 19th. bounded by following points: (A) 35*35 N. 13.25 W. 
(B) 35.30 N. 12.25 W. (C) 33.55 N. 13.20 W. (D) 33.55 N. 12.20 W. 
Results negative. F.O.G.L.A. pass to all.
(GUNASON 200011Z to Comnavzores, S.B.N.O. Azores)

U/B A.G./A.C. 34, 20 Dec. U/Boat sighted on surface
by T/220 8, in 42 dgs. 08 N. 19 dgs. 51 V. at 
0l41Z, C.O. 29O degs, 10 knots.
(247 200210Z to H.Q.C.C. 15 Group)

If not in contact leave Patrol Bacon forthwith 
and proceed to westward to carry out lap abreast 
A/S Patrol through following positions. All N. 
and ¥. unless otherwise indicated: K. 036 degs.
50* 008 degs. 30», F. 036 degs. 50r 009 degs. 00’, 
G.034 degs. 20r 009u 00’. L. 034° 20' 008w 30'.

2. This patrol will in future.be referred to as Patrol "Sausage".
3. Whilst on patrol the S.O.E.G. is to report as follows:- (A)
At 0800A daily percentage of fuel remaining and daily consumption. 
(B) P.C.S. every 12 hours. (C) Whether state of sea suitable, 
unsuitable, for Schnorkel.
(F.O.G.L.A. 201133A to S.O.E.G. 39)

Patrol 
"Sausage", 
2.G.39

GOLDEN FLEECE, Re your 171439-a/Dec. and C. in C. W.A.rs 
FLYING FISH l5l627Z/Dec., request route from Horta.

(S.B.N.O. Azores 201212Z to Admty.)

KIIMARIXN KILL ARTIN is being sailed to Casablanca for acid
LIIRROR cleaning of evaporators.

2. On completion KHMARTIN will be available to 
act as escort for LIIRROR.
3. Request C.L.S.F. will sail LIIRROR to Dakar 

unless otherwise ordered by F.O.C.W.Af.
4. Request F.O.C.W.Af. will relieve KH2IARTXN as escort to LIIRROR 
as soon as possible and C.M.S.F. include order for KILL1ARTIN to 
return to Gibraltar on relief.
5. Following signals not to all refer. A.LI. 240227 Nov. 122050 
Dec. and C. in C. Medrs 140857 Dec.
(F.O.G.LI.A. 201227A to C.M.S.F., F.O.C.W.A.)

FOGG and 
L.S.T. 359 
torpedoed

Following received from U.S.S. FOGG torpedoed 
with L.S.T. 359 at 42.03 N. 19.19 W. (Ends). 
T.0.0. 201200Z.
2. Aircraft now in area and have been ordered to 
report to Senior Officer Escort.
(S.B.N.O. Azores 201231Z to Admty.)

/Task...
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Task Group 27.5 position at 12402 42.03 N. 25.17 
W. Can we be of assistance, reference D.681 
message 201200? Am proceeding reference position 
Am not required at Plymouth until about 27th Dec. 
(C.T.G.27.5, 201309, to S.3.N.O. Azores, Info. F.O.G.M.A.)
Your 201309 being passed to all addressees.

2. Affirmative.
3. Unless otherwise ordered by Admiralty proceed with all
despatch to carry out hunt.
4. Request you keep me informed of your movements and intentions.
5. Assume Codeword "Corner*1 5”7»
0. Set W/T Watch on Gibfox.
7* Admty. pass to H.^.C.C.
(F.O.G.M.A. 201817A to T.G.27.5)
Request you sail SALVONIA forthwith to assistance of C.T.G.27.4 
aircraft P.G. J.23. 201700Z refers.
(F.O.G.M.A. 201447/1 to 3.B.N.O. Azores)
Returned aircraft reports one L.S.T. torpedoed and sunk- by gun 
fire, one escort vessel torpedoed and in tow S.N.O.’s opinion 
that there were two U-Boats in vicinity of the attack. My 
201231 refers.
(3.B.N.O. Azpres 202038Z to Admty., F.O.G.L.A.)
FOGG under t&e by CKINABERRY proceeding Horta speed 5> L.T. 643 
assisting, L.C.I. 419 standing by. Am escorting in LEE FOX.
Have directed JEFFERY join me. On joining she will escort FOGG 
Group. Unless otherwise directed C.T.G. 27.4 in FOX will rejoin 
convoy. My 2100Z position 41.49 N. 19.54 V /. F.O.G.M.A. 201817A, 
assume T.G. 27*5 will take over hunt. L.S.T.359 broke in two at 
1800Z. Personnel were removed about 1100Z. (sic, ? I7OO).
(C.T.G. 27.4, 202140Z, to S.B.N.O. Azores pass to F.O.G.M.A.) 
Position 2112Z 42.07 N. 20.48 course 109, speed 17. At 0200Z 
course 049 through 41.50 18 (?46) thence 41.36 18.30, 41.23 18.49 
41.37 19*05* Will remain near center of aircraft search area. 
(C.T.G. 27.5, 202215Z, to F.O.G.M.A., (R) S.B.N.O. Azores) 
Estimate U-boat moving Southeast.
(F.u.G.M.A. 202217A to C.T.G.27.5)
Add T.G. 27.4 as infor addressee to my 201817 to whom signal has 
been passed. Admty. pass to H.Q.C.C.
(F.O.G.M.A. 202253A)

FOGG and 
L.S.T. 359 
torpedoed 
(Contd.)

EURYALU3 P.C.S. at 1200Z Dec. 20th 037 degs. 57 * N. 010
RIMUTAKA degs. 27* W. l6l degs. 13.9 knots.

2. E.T.A. Gibraltar breakwater 1300Z 21st Dec.
3. Further signal will be made when I receive 
H.R.H*s wishes.

(EURYALUS 201250Z to F.O.G.M.A., (R) C. in C. Med.)
Berth for RIMUTAKA suitable draught 29 feet.
(2) Following for Governor Gib. from Brigadier Schrieber (Begins.) 
Regret ship’s arrival delayed by bad weather. H.R.H. will 
disembark 1430 G.M.T. tomorrow Dec. 21st and would like to carry 
out sight seeing programme. H.R.H. will stay at Malta 4 hours to 
allow escort to refuel but subject to Naval authorit}*- estimated 
arrival at Malta possibly by O7OCA December 25th. He would like 
to dine ashore with you at 2000 G.M.T. re—embarking approximately 
2230 T.O.Orf 1317 (Ends.)
(EURYL0G 201450Z to F.O.G.M.A. (R) C. in C. Med.)

/WEST POINT...
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North Atlantic - Contd.
WEST POINT Passed East to West 19th 2000 U.S.S. WEST POINT, 

Norfolk 26th.
(Gibraltar, 201259A to Admty.)

Portuguese Sloop ALFONSO DE ALBUQUERQUE and 
Portuguese Sloop BARTOLOMEI DIAS left 20th 
December.
(N.C.S.O. Funchal, 201347 to Admty., for D.N.I. 
and S.O.’I) Gibraltar.)

Intend to sail ATHENE (S.O.) escorted by PRIMULA 
at 1800A December 21st to U.K.
(2) Route (RS) 35.59 N. 06.10 W.
(RT) 36.55 N. 09.05 W. (RU) 38.40 N. 09.45 W. 
(RV) 43.20 N. 09.45 W. (RW) 49.00 N. 06.59 W. Thence as ordered by C. in C. Plymouth.

(3} Destinations ATHENE to Clyde, PRIMULA to Portsmouth.
(4) S. of A. 13 knots. 
l5) Codeword "Newborn” 852.
(6) Ships shift to Home Station W/T organisations at 1500A Dec. 
23rd.
(F.O.G.M.A. 201657A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

40th E.G. Intend to sail 40th E.G. consisting of BALLINDERRY
(S.O.) BERGAMOT and CYCLAMEN as additional escort 
to M.K.S.72 to approx. 43° N. My 201449 passed 
to S.B.N.O. Azores and 40th E.G. refers.
(2) BALLINDERRY will (act?) as S.O. Escort until 
detached.
(F.O.G.M.A. 201717A to Admty.)

Portuguese
movements,
Funchal

ATHENE,
PRIMULA.

South Atlantic
Stores, Your letter 20th Nov. No. 803/7/42. Request
Freetown. immediate requirements for stay tubes for ISLES

and DANCE classes be stated having regard to the 
generally longer life expected for stay tubes as 
compared with plain tubes, and disposition of 

forces referred to in my 152153A December not to Commodore-in-' 
Charge Freetown.
(Director of Stores, 200353A to F.O.C.W.Af.)

Independent
Sailings
stopped.

Independent sailings for Gibraltar are to cease 
from 22nd December, ships being held for inclusion 
in convoy.
(F.O.C.W.A. 200933Z to Comar Dakar, (R) F.O.G.M.A., 
Admty.) Sailings resumed, see F.O.C.W.A. 211952Z.
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Mediterranean.
UN3V/ER7ING Complete failure lubricating oil pressure port
defect. engine. No apparent damage. On restarting engine

overloaded at 800 revolutions running light, oil 
pressure normal. Number 3 bottom end bearing white 
metal cracked not wiping examination. Continuing.

Final result will be signalled. P.C.3. 034° 56' N. 020° 50' E.
103°, 4&.
(UNSV/ERVING 200155B to Capt. (3) 1, (R) F.O.L.E.M.)

GRADISCA. F.O. Telegram number 2355 of 18th December para. 3E
Permission for GRADISCA visit Marseilles cannot be 
granted.
(C. in C. Med. 201201A to Admty.)

X if u . iJ - ix v T G i'i , LAMERTON is to replace ALDENHAM in the 3/U (?5th 
intended) D.F. and becomes Capt. (D) 5th D.F.
(2) QUANTOCK becomes S.O. 57th Destroyer Division. 
(C» in C* Med, 201454A to F.O.T.A.L. I. (Taranto))

MUSKETEER, My 082202. Strongly recommend small ̂ irrison with
Skiathos. minor naval Y//T link at Skiathos where E.L.A.S.

detachment is very (?weak) and population pro- 
British to a man.
(2) E.L.A.S. wish to change lighthouse keeper at 

Repi but have not yet dared against will of population. Therefore 
interference improbable to date.
(3) E.L.A.S. have W/T transmitter Skiathos.
(MUSKETEER 201620B to S.B.N.O. Greece.)

Unless otherwise directed NIBLACK departs Toulon 
0800A/22 for Gulf de Napoule arriving 1100A/22* 
Conflanfor approves.
(NIBLACK 201 709A to V/00L3EY, FORTUNE, Comar 
Toulon, Premar Three.)

Situation at Kalamata tenser. Leaders of E.A.M. 
are away and E.L.A.S. is in control.
(2) Have circumstantial evidence that a reign of 
terror exists and a purge is in progress. From 
today leave was stopped, E.L.A.S. reason being 

they could not control their hot heads. Real reason probably 
liberty men were becoming too popular. Tried to counteract by 
opening ship to visitors but E.L.A.S. guard stopped crowd boarding 
M.L* Purport of preamble 171537 para. 3 has been well (missing- 
groups ).
(METEOR 201722B to S.B.N.O. Greece.)

Situation (1) Adriatic. Relations at Zara with shore
report No.511* authorities remain unchanged officially but

subordinates are being more helpful.
(2) Greece. At Piraeus situation is quiet. The 
harbour is again being used to unload cargo which

NIBLACK.

METEOR,
Kalamata.

/has
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Mediterranean.
Situation has for some time previously been discharged
report No. 511. (corrupt group) much (?difficulty) despite naval 
(Contd.) bombardment. Population liberated areas has

expressed relief at elimination of E.L.A.3. and 
thankful for Allied aid. C.S. 15 has taken over 
control of naval bombarding forces providing 

support for Army in Piraeus - Athens area.
(3) Other reports are as follows: Kalamata very pro-British.
Salonika quiet. Volo (?Much) easier.
(C. in C. Med. 201749A.)

SUPEHtfORKER, 
(capsized 
17th Dec.)

Board of enquiry held today found loss of 
SUPERWORKER to be due to leak the cause of which 
could not be determined. All towing arrangements 
were satisfactory.
(2) Intend to sail remainder of vessels in my 
151021 (not to all) about 27th after making good 
minor defects in tugs.
(Com. Aden 201325Z to C. in C« E.I.)

Cositintrep F.X. 71943 cipher 20th December 279339*
No- 530 part 4. Greece. 19 Dec. Athens/Piraeus• An armoured

force sent to relieve the garrison at Air H.Q. 
Greece at Kifisa found that the rebels had over
run the H.Q. and captured most of the personnel. 

100 R.A.F. and Army personnel were rescued including 30 wounded. 
Further progress has been made in clearing the area between 
Faliron and Athens.
(A.F.H.Q. 202034A to W.O.)
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East Indies
PORPOISE 
R. of P.

PORPOISE 3rd Far East Patrol.
Laid 49 mines.
10th Dec. North Malacca Strait sank large junk 

by demolition. 6 Malay survivors.
(0. in G. E.I. 200117Z to Admty.)

TANTIVY 
R. of P

TANTIVY 8th Far East Patrol.
(2) During north passage Lombok Strait on night 
of 2nd/lrd Dec. forced-dived and sustained an 
accurate but not damaging depth-charge attack 
by 3 M/Ls. Retired and made passage next night

(3) A series of major defects to main engine caused TANTIVY to 
abandon patrol on 6th Dec. arriving Fremantle 16th.
(G. in G. E.I. 200118Z to Admty.)

(3) 26th Nov. vicinity Bawean Island sank 100 ton schooner and 80 
ton trading PRAU by demolition.
(4) 29th Nov. same vicinity by gunfire sank 2 80 ton aimed Lugger
(5) 1st Dec. missing with 2 torpedoes then sank by gunfire 400 
ton coaster carrying coolie labour, in position 169 degs. 34*
S. 118 degs. 55’ E. 2 Malay survivors.
(6) 2nd December sunk by gunfire and demolition 300 ton naval 
auxiliary vessel one Malay survivor.
(7) 5th Dec. in position 005 degs. 05' S. 119 degs. E. sank by 
demolition 40 ton rice loaded yawl.
(8) STURDY arrived Fremantle 15th Dec. after 33 days at sea.
(C. in G. E.I. 200123Z to Admty.)

ERITREA. G. in C. E.l's 301114 and C. in C. Med’s 021206

F.O.T.A.L.I. to clear with Italian authorities.
(Hd. of M. Approved A.C.N.S.(F), 200240A to G. in 0. E.I. 
0. in G. Med. B.A.D., F.O.T.A.L.I.)

U-Boat Indian Ocean. SS. MILLEN GRIFFITH reported
dispositions. sighting a periscope in 019 degs. 16’ S. 089 degs.

50’ E. at 0730 F.G/19th.Areas V.P.l, V.P.2 and C.B.2 (North of 005 degs 
N. through East of C80 degs. E.) no fresh informa
tion. Reduce scale of X 5 P other areas no 
change.
(0. in G. E.I. 200404Z)

STURDY 
R. of P

STURDY 4th Far East patrol.
(2) 25th Nov. in 003 degs. 38* S. 115 degs. 37’ E. 
disabled by gunfire 350 ton Japanese coaster 
carrying oil. Later this ship destroyed by 
demolition.

neither to B.A.D; ERITREA should return to East 
Indies station on completion of refit.
(2) B.A.D. is requested to inform Cominch and

RENOWN 
ammunition.

A.M. 161803. Concur that RENOWN should embark
501 CPG shells.Further signal will be made concerning APC. 

D.D.A.S.E.T. has cancelled shipment of 361 
GPG to Ceylon.
(C. in C. E.I. 200458Z to Admty.) /TRUMP...



M03T SECRET

484
War Diary 20.12.1944

Wednesday
FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies - Contd.
TROMP D.S. TROMP has been transferred from 4th C.S. and

will join 5th C.S. after her return to E.I.S. 
(2) Office of F.O. 5th C.S. is temporarily in 
abeyance. In the meantime D.S. TROMP will be

administered by S.O. 61 Force (R.A. Read).
(3) Correspondence and signals should be addressed accordingly. 
(C. in C. E.I. 201117Z to DS.TROMP)

FRITILLARY. Sailed FRITILLARY to Durban through following
positions:

1J) 016 degs. 49' S. 041 degs. 29' E. (?thence) direct.
2) E.T.A. (?06)00Z/24th Dec. S. of A. 13 knots.

31 Shifting to Broadcast S/L l200Z/22nd Dec.
4) Latest messages held Q.C.B. 278 Q.G.A. 188 missing 187. 
5) C. in C. E.I. Station 110604 refers. (K.T. in W.R.) 
N.O.I.G. Diego Suarez, 201131 to Admty. etc.)Landing 200345Z L.S.I.(L) L.S.T. and L.C.T.5 referred to
Craft in your T.0.0.282359 Nov. may be required to take

Request I be informed state of training of craft 
crews.
(S.A.C.S.E.A. 20H45FG to Admty (R) C. in C. 
E.I.F.) Reply: 222237A.

Sailed A.F.D. 17 in tow of LARIAT to Cochin 
escorted by BUGLOSS at 0900Z/20th to comply with 
your 131027 (not to all).
(2) Routed through following positions:IL) 012 degs. 10' N. 046 degs. 50* E«

M) 013 degs. 05' N. 054 degs. 16' E.

N) 009 degs. 36* N. 072 degs. 10’ thence to Cochin.
3) E.T.A. Cochin 0300Z/5th Jan. S. of A. 5 knots.
4) BUGLOSS keeping constant watch on broadcast V and LARIAT 2 

Operators period 500 K/cs shifting to read Bams. BUGLOSS
reporting P.C.S. and fuel remaining every 48 hours to C. in C. 
E.I.S. repeated N.O.I.C. Cochin, N.O.I.C.Aden. LARIAT holding 
recognition signal up to 12th Jan.
(5) Last messages Q.C* 119, Q.C.A.414, Q.C.B.278, Q.C.H.197, 
Q.C.Y.4, W.C.A.149, W.C.B.24, Y.660.
(6) Convoy radio distinguishing group 9 E.
(N.O.I.C.Aden, 201653Z to C. in C. E.I.)

012 degs. 15' S. 047 degs. 05' E. 
015 degs. 48’ S. 043 degs. 27’ E.

Operation part in an operation shortly after their arrival.
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America and West Indies.
Task Force 65 dissolved. Task Group 60.1 
hereby constituted Gapt. Headden in KNIGHT, 
Comdesdiv 6 in SELFRIDGE, Comcortdiv 46 in 
PRIDE, Copadiv 46 McCOOK,UNIONTOWN? Escort

U.G.S.65 departing New York and Hampton Roads 28th-29th Dec. 
to Europa Point, escorts then to Oran. Task Group 60.1 Capt. 
Headden in KNIGHT, McCOOK, NEWELL, FALGOUT LOWE return 
escorting G.U.S.66 when directed by C. in C.Med. On arrival 
ORAK (?0ran) SELFRIDGE, UNI0NT0WN$ PRIDE, MENGES, MOSLEY 
deleted fromT.G.60.1 and reconstituted as T.G.60.2. Commander 
Moore in SELFRIDGE return escorting G.U.S.67 when directed by 
C. in C.Med. CHIWAWA will be Bermuda station, tanker 
MATTAFONI Eastern Terminus A.O. C. in C.Lant speed letter 03129 
of 4th November not to all refers. Captain Headden retain 
present communication team.
(Cinclant, 200247Z to C.T.F.65).

T.F.65, 
T.G. 60.1.

H.X.323. Average speed 9.2 knots. Off Fastnet at 
0600Z/12. All arrived.
(D.T.D. 201202A to Com. 10, N.S.H.^. ).

U-Boat Estimates.
dispositions. (N.S.H.Q. , 201332Z, Cominch 201512Z).

S/M. attack D.(l) Lib. C/10 four disappearing Radar contacts 
and sighting 43.54 N. 58.40 W. 1057 to 1112Z/l9th. 
summary. (2) H.M.C.S. GANANO^UE attack on doubtful Asdic

contact shout 47.31 N. 59.19 W. 0940Z/l9th. 
(N.S-.H.<4., 201401Z to Admty., Cominch).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

S/M. attack For 24 hours to 090QZ 20th Dec. 
and sighting Para.A.
summary. (l) CAMPANIA aircraft attacked U-Boat at 1630Z/

13th December in 70° 4 3 ’ N. 08° 07' E.
(2) NYASALAKD attacked contact at 0656Z 20th 

December in 50° 4 3 ’ N. 08° 33' W.
(3) Aircraft T/407 sighted U-Boat course 085° at 0619Z 20th 
December in 49w 22’ N. 04° 42' W.
(4) P.S. PIORUN attacked contact 1156Z 19th December in 49°
4 4 ’ N. 04° 0 4 ’ W.
(5) Aircraft K/228 reported possible periscope at 0045A/20th 
December in 49° 15’ N. 04° 54’ W.
(6) Aircraft T/220 attacked U-Boat on surface course 290° at 
0141Z/20th December in 42° 08' N. 19° 51’ W.
P93? 9 S(1) A/C T/311 obtained A.S.V. contact at 1048Z/19th December in

/59 ...
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59° 15’ N. 03° 24’ W.
(2) MILLED GRIFFITH sighted probable periscope 
at 0100Z/I9th December in 19b 16’ S. 89° 50’ E.
(3) Aircraft P/422 obtained A.S.V. contact at 
1925Z/l9th December in 49° 08' N. 04° 38’ W.
(4) M.T.B.737 obtained possible U-Boat contact at 

0155Z 20th December in 50° 15’ N. 01° 24' W.
Para.C.
(1) Aircraft B/228 obtained A.S.V. contact at 2220/l9th Dec. 
in 49° 42’ N. 04° 18* W.
(2) Aircraft ‘4/10 obtained A.S.V. contact at 0045Z 19th Dec. 
in 41w 51' N. 55° 12' W.
(D.D. I.C. , 201208A to Cominch N.S.H.Q. ).

S/M. attack 
and sighting 
summary 
(Contd.)

U-Boat Estimates.
dispositions. (D.D.I.C., 201416A, 201420A).
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Home Commands.
1. The swept channel from the east coast and 
Southend to Boulogne is now buoyed and considered 
fit for use; only the buoy positions are as yet 
unchecked.

2.(a) S3. EMPIRE OSBORNE strayed outside the swept 
channel off Le Havre and was mined, but was towed 
into port.
(b) . 3.0. First Escort Group is confident that he 
has mortally hit his U-Boat off Falmouth although 
he has no physical evidence to shew except a little 
oil. Later he found another bottomed contact 
between the Start and Casquets, about which he is 
hopeful.
(c) LOCH SHIN has observed a schnorkel 20 miles 
south of St. Catherines, but although joined by 
MELBREAK and V/ATCHMAN lost her contact.
(d) Dieppe can now handle a personnel ship and a 
hospital carrier simultaneously.

Foreign Stations.

North Atlantic.

3. The cruiser EURYALUS, escorting H.R.H. The Duke 
of Gloucester and party in the RIMUTAEA, arrived 
at Gibraltar today.

South Atlantic.

4. Independent sailings northward were ordered at 
1952 to be resumed. Ships for M.K.3. convoys are 
to be routed to Casablanca, but given an onward 
route to Gibraltar to enable them to be diverted 
at sea if required.
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G reece .

M e d ite r ra n e a n .

5 . ( a )  During to d a y *  f u r t h e r  p o s i t i o n s  a s t r i d e  th e  
A t h e n s -F a l i r o n  Road were o c c u p ie d  by our t r o o p s  * 
b u t  the  ro a d  i s  n o t  y e t  op en  f o r  unarmoured 
v e h i c l e s  b y  day (a s  was p r e v i o u s l y  r e p o r t e d . )
T h ere  was an in c r e a s e  o f  enemy m o r ta r in g  and 
s h e l l i n g  in  the  P i r a e u s .  The Y//T s t a t i o n  was 
m o r ta r e d  and Navy H ouse , M ia o u l i s  Quay N aval H.Q. 
and P o r t  Aux Mahones s h e l l e d  s p a s m o d i c a l l y ,  w it h  
no  m a t e r ia l  damage. D is ch a rg e  o f  c a r g o  c o n t in u e  a t  
an average d a i l y  r a t e  o f  800 t o n s  b u t  c i v i l  la b o u r  
has d e s e r t e d .  The c r u i s e r  AJAX c a r r i e d  o u t  a h a l f  
hour bombardment.
( b )  At K alam ata , B r i t i s h  l i b e r t y  men w ere  becom ing 
s o  p o p u la r  ashore  t h a t  E .L .A .S .  asked  th e  METEOR 
n o t  t o  g iv e  sh ore  l e a v e .  A c o u n te r  measure o f  
o p e n in g  th e  s h ip  t o  v i s i t o r s  f a i l e d  as E .L .A .S .  
guards p r e v e n te d  p e o p le  b o a r d in g .
( c )  At M it y le n e ,  the s i t u a t i o n  i s  e a s i e r ,  f o l l o w i n g  
th e  a r r i v a l  o f  the  c r u i s e r  SIRIUS.

Greek
s h i p p in g .

6 . The s i t u a t i o n  as re g a rd s  E .L .A .N . s h ip p in g  
rem ains c o n fu s e d .  O rders  s t i l l  in  f o r c e  d i r e c t  
th a t  i t  i s  to  be s e i z e d  and handed o v e r  t o  the  
R oya l H e l l e n i c  Navy, b u t  th e  F la g  O f f i c e r ,  Levant 
and E a s te rn  M e d ite r ra n e a n , s a y s  i t  i s  in a d v i s a b le  
t o  put t h i s  in t o  o p e r a t i o n  i n  c e r t a i n  a r e a s ,  and 
e n fo rc e m e n t  has had to be l e f t  t o  th e  d i s c r e t i o n  
o f  the N aval Commander on th e  s p o t .

R i v i e r a . 7. S in c e  the 1 9 t h ,  th e  U .S . d e s t r o y e r  V/OOLSEY and 
F ren ch  d e s t r o y e r  L ’ ALCYON have f i r e d  a t  r a i lw a y  
s t a t i o n s  and b r i d g e s .  Many d i r e c t  h i t s  on  th e  
t a r g e t s  w ere  o b s e r v e d .

A d r i a t i c . 8 . R .P . B e a u f ig h t e r s  e s c o r t e d  by S p i t f i r e s  sank 
a 100 f t .  v e s s e l  w est  o f  Cape S a lv o r e  (G u lf  o f  
T r i e s t e ) ,  and s t r a f f e d  a s t a t i o n a r y  t u g .

S Aid TUCK Y, 
t o r p e d o e d .

A m erica  & Y/est I n d i e s .

9 . The B r i t i s h  SS. SAMTUCKY, New Y o rk  f o r  th e  Downs, 
in  H.H.X. 3 2 7 ,  was damaged by an e x p l o s i o n ,  i n  No.
4 h o l d ,  i n  4 4 .2 2  N. 6 3 .2 3  YY. w e s t  o f  th e  Sambro 
L ig h t  V e s s e l ,  and r e t u r n e d  t o  H a l i f a x .  A t o rp e d o  
a t t a c k  i s  c o n s id e r e d  v e r y  p r o b a b le .
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Australia & New Zealand.
C« in C. B.P.F.IO* Admiral Sir Bruce Fraser reports having had 

most cordial meetings with Admiral Nimitz and 
his staff* The British Pacific Fleet is to operate 
normally as a separate task force under Admirals 
Spruance or Halsey, with a base at Manus. Admiral 
Nimitz promises its participation in his most 
advanced operations as soon as it is ready.

Force X. 11. The C» in C. British Pacific Fleet, suggests
that Force X (combined operations vessels) should 
be withdrawn from American control in the Pacific 
as soon as the agreement for the loan of it 
expires at the end of the year. It is not being 
used operationally. The future of the force is 
being discussed between the Admiralty and Cominch.
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Defence o f  United Kingdom

Reduction 
o f  Orkney 
and Shetland 
gun defences.

xl • ill i 

$

A.M. 191246 Dec.
Concur para. 2.
Para.4 . Post War P o licy  as regards defences 

has not been promulgated to me. Depending on 
such d ecis ion  the fo llow in g  b a tteries  now in care 
and maintenance should be considered fo r  dismant
lin g .

Scalloway -  2 in number 4" naval. Greenhead -  2 in number 4” 
naval. Lerwick North -  2 12 pounder H.A. LA.
Lerwick South -  2 12 pounder H.A. L.A.
Merkab o f  Sound -  2 6 inch naval
Rerwick -  2 6 inch naval. Koxa -  2 6 inch naval.
The above include a l l  Search ligh ts except 2 at Merkab o f  Sound 
Shetlands. As regards reduction  o f  the above r e f .  A.M. 011356 
October r e fe rs .
(3 ) The 6 pounder and 12 pounder now remaining at Scapa entrance 
together with th e ir  search ligh ts are e ssen tia l fo r  the defence 
o f  the base against submarines and m idgets. The two 6 inch at 
Stanger and Merkab are desirab le  f o r  defence against submarines 
th e ir  present manning has already been reduced to  a minimum, but 
i f  fu rth er reductions are essen tia l these guns could be reduced 
to  care and maintenance but the reten tion  o f  th e ir  search ligh ts 
i s  e ssen tia l.
(A.C.O.S. 22122QA to  Admty.)

Movements

LORRAINE Sailed  P.S. LORRAINE, BASQUE, HOVJI and SOMALI,
e t c .  (2 ) My 201812 r e fe r s .

(0 . in G. Plymouth, 210022A to G.T.P.125)

NEWFOUNDLAND. NEWFOUNDLAND sa iled  l938A/20th from Greenock to
G ibra ltar speed 23 knots. My 201453 r e fe r s . 
(G. in  0. W.A. 210108A to Admty.)

DUQUESNE. My 201812. Sailed  DUQUESNE and MELBREAK.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 210928A to  C.T.P.125)

Port b o i le r  out o f  a ction  tubes burst. Intend 
proceeding Rosyth 10 knots. E.T.A. May Island 
0900A Friday 22nd.
(RAVACER, 211146A to  C. in 0. Rosyth)

PUNCHER is  expected to complete repairs and re
embark 821 squadron on December 28th. No
rato p ra ctices  e ith e r  lig h t  o r  with torpedoes have 
been carried  out from PUNCHER. Ship w il l  

require fu rther 5 weeks fo r  work up and she w il l  be due fo r  
B o iler  cleaning at end o f  that tim e. A nticipated  ready fo r  
serv ice  date about February 15th.
(2 ) State o f  Squadron with regard to  deck landings and other 
opera tiona l requirements from a fu l ly  worked up C.V.E. can be 
s ign a lled  about mid-January. «.
(F.O.G.T. 211317A to  G. in C. H .F .)

RAVAGER.

PUNCHER.

/KENT
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Movements.
—  ' •

KENT. Clyde arrival KENT.
(F.O.I.C.Greenock, 211436A to A.C.O.S.)

Operations 
North Sea

Situation Cositintrep No.261 Part 4.
Reports. Discharged by sea - 24 hour period ending

1600A/20th December.
British personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk Pol

(inc.
Coal)

Antwerp — 471 7,704 —

Ostend 12 — 1,604 —

Boulogne 106 98 492 —

Dieppe 54 - 3,010 —

Caen —  . — 991 —

Ghent — — 80 —

Calais — 3 — —

Totals: 172 572 13,881 -

U.S. North
Antwerp — — 13,809 —

Cherbourg 2,511 492 5,375 2,710
Le Havre 71 125 6,591 —

Rouen 576 385 4,521 180
Granville — — 554 —

Totals: 3,158 1,002 30,850 2,890
(S.H.A.E.F.211315A to Admty.)

150 Panzer Brigade interesting formation completely disguised 
as American tank unit and intended to seize bridge across 
Meuse implying intention to cross. Example of dirty methods 
being used by enemy in final all out effort. Has also used 
troops in civilian clothes and has been shooting prisoners. 
(S.H.A.E.F. 211600A to War Office)

Patrols. Nore night dispositions - December 21st to 22*d
Humber Force Nil.
Harwich Force. (Group 3) Patrol - 3 RUTHERFORD,- 
4 EGLINTON, 5 WIDGEON, 6 XGUILLEMOT, 12 HAMBLEJON, 

14 CURZON, 16 RIOU, 18 PUFFIN, 19 TH0RNB0R0, and WALPOLE.
Passage to Rosyth - CHARLESTOWN.
(Group 4) Harbour. COTSWOLD, MACKAY, SLAZAK, CAICOS, EKINS, 
STAYNER, TORRINGTON, KITTIWAKE, MALLARD, SHEARWATER.
Sheerness Force (Group 5) T.A.M. 25 LA COMBATTANTE, PYTCHLEY, 
A.T.M.17 COTTESMORE, COWDRAY. Patrol 1 MIDDLETON 2 VOLUNTEER. 
(Group 6) Harbour BLEASDALE, BLENCa TKRSA, VESPER, VIMY, LUDLOW, 
VERSATILE, CUBITT, HOLMES, DRUMHELLER, LOOSESTRIFE, ARMERIA, 
KINGCUP, 3TATI0E. Antwerp, FEKNIE.
(C. in C. Nore, 211531A to Admty)

/S.N.O.B.O.P.(F)
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North Sea -  Contd.

Prom OOOl/lst January S.N .O .B .O .P .(F) with 
Headquarters at Calais w il l  assume responsib ililaes 
now held by F.O.B.A.A. in Prance.
(2 ) Under present arrangements C. in  C. Portsmouth 
is  adm in istratively  responsible  fo r  ports in 
Prance ly in g  opposite the Portsmouth Command, 
and V.A. Dover fo r  Pas de C ala is P orts.
My 121151 O ctober  r e fe r s .
(3) Whilst th is  has worked s a t is fa c t o r i ly  

consider i t  desirab le  that S.N .O .B .O .P .(F) should have on ly one 
adm inistrative authority  with whom to  deal. Moreover with the 
reduction  o f  Arrow and Dieppe to R.N.O. status the bulk o f  naval 
commitments in Prance is  concentrated in the Pas de C alais area.
(4 ) Subject to  your concurrence and Adm iralty approval propose 
that V.A. Dover should assume adm inistrative r e s p o n s ib ility  fo r  
a l l  ports in Prance ly in g  opposite to the Portsmouth and Dover 
Commands as from 0 0 0 1 /ls t  January.
(A.N.C.X.F. 211915A to  C. in C. Portsmouth, V.A. Dover)

War Diary

S.N.O.B.O.P. 
(F ), f o r  
F.O.B.A.A. to  
be under 
V.A. Dover 
on ly.

Small c ra ft  Your 191703. I t  must be rea lised  that r e q u is i-  
f o r  Ramsgate, tioned vesse ls  are a lloca ted  in view o f  urgent 

claim s elsewhere on New Construction c ra ft .
(2) P osition  is  that 8 add ition a l steam d r ift e r s ,  
4 M .P.V 's and IXION have arrived , and balance o f  

3 vesse ls  is  due sh ortly .
(3 ) IXION, KIRAB, DELPHIN, DEW, LORD COLLINGWOOD and M.F.V.137 
are reputed to  be in a l l  respects e f f i c i e n t .
(D .S.V .P. 212258A to C. in  C. Nore.)

Operations 

Chann el

EMPIRE EMPIRE OSBORNE mined at 1335/20th December ou t-
OSBORNE bound from Seine R iver at outer entrance to

mined o f f  Channel leading in to  r iv e r . V essel has been
Havre. towed in to  Le Havre. Stem blown o f f  and sh ip

buckled amidships. C asualties, one m issing. 
(C .T .P .125 , 210955 to A .N .C .X .P .)
C ositin trep  N o.261 Part II  Naval.

EMPIRE OSBORNE mined at 1335/20 December outward bound from 
Seine R iver at Outer entrance to Channel leading in to  r iv e r . 
Vessel has been towed in to  Le Havre. In vestiga tion s show 
ship was mined outside swept channel.
(A.N.C.X.P.212359A to Admty)

E.G.17.

/P robable
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Operations
Channel

Probable Am abandoning contact reported in my 201329.
U-Boat. I have attacked it in daylight and am confident

it is mortally hit but can raise no evidence 
other than traces of oil. It has never shown 
movement since first found but echo sounder traces 

have dimension of possible S/M and Asdic evidence is distinctly 
S/M.(2) Second division definite no result of sweep, beyond datum and 
expect to commence Gamma at 1345. Am proceeding to overtake. 
BENTLEY in company.
(S.0.E.G.1, 211145A to C. in C. Plymouth)

Patrols. At 1800 ships are to be in positions given.
(2) SPRAGGE, HARGOOD, WATCHMAN, LOCH SHIN, 
PEVENSEY CASTLE, LAUNCESTON CASTLE on 01 degs. 
54' W. spread 6 miles apart to South of 50 degs. 

24’ ships taking positions from North in sequence given.
SPRAGGE at 50 degs. 24*.
(3) PORTCHESTER CASTLE 49 degs. 48’ 01 degs. 48’ W.
(4) KENILWORTH CASTLE 49 degs. 30' 01 degs. 00’ W.
(5) Acknowledge.(C. in C. Portsmouth, 211246A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force.)

Night Anti-Snort patrols 21st/22nd.
My 051926 patrol areas limits given.
(2) Start South West corner 1800 work back to North T/est corner

W.

0830.(3) Area "X" 01 degs. 54’ 00 degs. 40* W. 50 degs. 30’ 49 degs. 
54’ divided into 6 strips by parallels 6 miles apart.
(4) Ships take sections from North in sequence given in my 
211246 para.2.(5) PORTCHESTER CASTLE area limits 01 degs. 48’ 00 degs. 45 
49 degs. 54’ 49 degs. 48'.(6) KENILWORTH CASTLE area limits 00 degs. 30’ W. Parallels 
49 degs. 42’ 49 degs. 30' line 330 degs. from 49 degs. 30
01 degs. 00’. .. A ' . .(C. in C. Portsmouth, 211253A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol

Force)At 2200A/21 shift Gamma to between 49.47 N. 02.35 W. and
50.09 N. 02.35 W.(C. in C. Plymouth, 211518A to S.0.E.G.1)(1) Estimate 2 L.S.I’s Codeword "Barometer” escorted by 
STOCKHAM will leave Morlaix at 1400/22 proceeding to Le Havre at 
14 knots by the following route. Position D. of Q.Z.S.579 
49.30 N. 03.10 W. 315 Degs. Casquets 15. 000 degs. Alderney
(2)hS.0.*E.G.l Detach'2 ships to R/V Barometer position D to 
act as additional escort and under orders of STOCKHAM as far 
as Q.Z.S.512.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 211520 to E.G.l, STOCKHAM)

22nd Day Patrols. Ships 2 miles apart search areas
limits given. . ,(2) Area 0 4 miles each side H Channel 49 degs. 48 to 50 oegs.
30’ divided 3 sections by 50 degs. 00’ 50 degs. 15’.

/ (3) • • •
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Operations

Channel

(3 ) KENILWORTH CASTLE, LAIKJESTON CASTLE, PEVENSEY 
CASTLE, PORTCHE3TER CASTLE, HARGOOD, SPRAGGE in 
pairs in  sequence given , take section s  from south.
(4 ) LOCH SHIN, WATCHMAN 02 degs. 10’ 01 degs. 49 ’ 
W. 50 degs. 30’ 50 degs. 1 8 '.

(5) ANTHONY, CROIX DE LORRAINE, re lie v e  HARGOOD, SPRAGGE.
(64 No M.T.B. p a tro l.
(7 ) AH ships anti-Gnat Z ig -zag .
( c .  in C. Portsmouth, 211632a to Portsmouth A/S P atrol Force)

A ir  P a tro ls . My 281728 para.12 not to E.G.30.
A* Night 2 lst /2 2 n d . None in Portsmouth Command.
Day 22nd. P atrols  by Swordfish on 02 degs. 15’ W. and east o f  H 
Channel. B. 838 Squadron S .R .P . 842 Squadron W.V.H.

(C. in  C. Portsmouth 211912a to  Portsmouth A/S P atrol Force)

P oss ib le  Observed Snorkel in p os it ion  050 degs. 10* 47"
U-Boat. 001 degs. 33' W. attack ing.

(LOCH SHIN, 211437a to  C. in C. Portsmouth.)
My 211437 Snorkel bearing 200 degs. S/M dived 
estimated course 07o degs.
(LOCH SHIN, 211445A to  C. in C. Portsmouth) 

PEVENSEY CASTLE, PORTCHZSTER CASTLE jo in  LOCH SHIN attacking 
Snort, in p os it ion  050 degs. 11’ N. 001 degs. 33' W.
(C. in C. Portsmouths 211520A to  3 .0 .E.G.30)

Hunting S/M reported by LOCH SHIN in p os it ion  029 degs.
CAP DE LA HAGUE 26.5 LOCH SHIN and WATCHMAN in company evidence 
prom ising.

(MELBREAK, 211525A to  C 's  in  C. Plymouth, Portsmouth)
My 211525 not in con ta ct.
(MELBREAK, 211534A to C. in C. Portsmouth)
My 211445 lo s t  contact MELBREAK joined and has assumed 3 .0 . 
(LOCH SHIN, 211547 to  C. in  C. Portsmouth)
My 211525 Snorkel sighted by LOCH SHIN at 1425 A sdic contact 

l o s t ,  searching area in p o s it io n  028 Cap de la  Hague 27. 
(MELBREAK, 211624 to  C’ s in C. Plymouth, Portsmouth)
LOCH SHIN has lo s t  con tact. Am organising box and assumed

S.O.
(S .O .E .G .30, 21171QA to C. in C. Portsmouth)

P a tro ls . 
(C ontd .)

V e r ifica t io n  Moored over p os ition  moored by MONTREAL sent 
o f  sunk d iver down to  bottom with powerful lig h t  at slack
U-Boat. water but nothing seen. D iver had d i f f i c u l i t e s

due to t id e . Was blown up and i s  being treated 
fo r  compressed a ir  i l ln e s s .  Consider t id a l  con
d it io n s  at p osition  unsuitable fo r  operation at

th is  depth. Instructed R.M.L.350 to return to Penzance. 
Am returning to anchorage.
(TEDWORTH ?211630, 2111630A to C. in C. Plymouth)

Channel
Island
b a tte r ie s .

My 201829A para. WM amend range Channel Island 
b a tte r ie s . Guernsey 28 m iles, Alderney 13 
m iles .
(C. in  C. Plymouth, 211705A to  S .0 .E .G .1 )
My 211705A. Amend to read Guernsey 13 m iles. 
(C. in C. Plymouth, 211819A to S .0 .E .G .1 )

/Second . . .
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Operations 
Channel - Contd.
Am in contact with bottomed object in position 
49° 53’ N., 03° 06.8’ W.
(2) Echo-sounder traces show height 24 feet, 
length 180 feet. Asdic recorder traces 
indifferent.
(3) Several attacks have raised oil and CAPEL's sample suggests diesel.

(4) Have checked and confirmed that non-submarine number 13 
is in position 030° 2.2 miles from my contact.
(5) GARLIES with BENTLEY and GORE patrol in accordance with 
your 211518. Will remain in vicinity with CAPEL during 
dark hours to seek evidence in daylight.
(S.O. E.G.l, 212148A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

Second
possible
U-Boat.

Operations 
West Coast Prance

F.F. I. Your 201540A. Trawler IENA is at Plymouth,
trawler (C. in C. Plymouth, 211846A to A.N.C.X.P.)IENA.

Operations
Western Approaches

♦

Possible Have submarine contact in position 049° 14' N.,
U-Boat. 008° 00’ W.

(PHEASANT, 210039A to C. in C. W.A.)
My 210039A. A.C.I. 501, para. 3.
(a) PHEASANT, POWEY.

(b) 0020a/ 21st. (c) Asdic, H.E. and 147 trace.
(d) 049° 11’ N. , 008® 00' W. (e) 4. (f) 0245A contact
lost only 2 escorts with convoy. (g) Nil.
Weather report 9371 2252.
(PHEASANT, 210248A to C. in C. W.A.)

BEACON HILL, JONQUIERE and NEW GLASGOW proceed 
to carry out zig-zag search between (AA) 50.22 
N., 05.46 W. (BB) 50.45 N., 05.10 W.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 211220A to E.G.26, Neg. 
MONTREAL, RIBBLE. )

Situation home section 6th E.G., NEW WATERFORD. 3 frigates 
sailed Milford Haven p.m./21st to vicinity 051fi 01’, 009° 30' 
15 knots. 15th E.G., LOUIS, 3 frigates patrolling off 
North Irish coast.

(C. in C. W.A., 211352A to Admty.)
C. in C. Western Approaches 201154 sailed NEW WATERFORD, 

GROU, ANNAN and LOCH MORLICH to comply.
(P.O.I.C. Milford Haven, 211745A to C. in C. W.A.)

Patrols,
and
Escorts.

/E. G. 20 • • •



MOST SECRET

496
War Diary.

HOME COMMANDS

21.12.1944.
Thursday.

Operations 
Western Approaches

Patrols E.G.20 is allocated for escort to Gibraltar
and of K.M.P.38 due to sail from U.K. Jan. 5th and
Escorts. will bring back M.K.F. 38 due to sail from
(Contd.) Gibraltar Jan. 21st.

(2) In order to maintain the new 20 days 
K.M.P./M.K.P. cycle using one group only it 
will be necessary for the E.G.20 to be based 

at Gibraltar temporarily boiler cleaning and maintenance 
repairs being effected at that base.
(3) It is the intention that E.G.20 shall be relieved on this 
duty by another group in about 2 months time.
(4) My 211454 not to all addressees refers.
(0. in G. W.A. , 211745A to Com. (d ) W.A. )

CAMELLIA. Your 171411A December and my 172100A December.
Further temporary repairs now effected, using 
additional binding of cement. Boiler is now 
in action and has been tested to 155 revolutions 

per minute. Consider repairs effective for a speed of 140 
revolutions per minute.
(2) Present available continuous speed still limited 9 knots 
due to continued shortage of feed water. Estimate 48 hours 
to make good this shortage. Further report will be made.
(3) My P.C.S. 050° 10’ N., 22° 30’ W., 040°, 4 ± knots. 
(CAMELLIA, 211710A to C. in C. W.A.)
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Operations.

Norway.
RUBI3 arrived.
(3.0. 3/ld Lerwick 211038A to Aamty. , A.G.0.3.) 
Following from 3.0. SA'1 Lerwick is passed for 
information. Begins* P.3. RUBIS reports in 
accordance with I.S.O.H.

(1) 19th December mines laid as follows, all 150 feet apart:-
(a) 1238, 7 mines 080° from 58° 50.6* N. 05° 30.1* E.
(b) 1247, 8 mines 050° from 58° 50.7* N. 05° 30.9' E.
(c) 1259, 7 mines 300° from 58° 51* N. 05° 31.3’ E.
(d) 1308, 8 mines 270° from 58° 51.2’ N. 05° 30-2* E.
(2; 1245 sighted 2 landing barges similar to F-Boats escorted by 
a C type E-3oat to south of Peisstein Light steering to pass 
between it and mainland. This convoy passed 200 yards astern of 
RUBIS whilst group C mines was being laid.
(3) No instructions regarding shipping sighted.
(4) Very poor visibility experienced.
(F.O. SM  211115A to Admty•)

Operation Intend sailing "S.C. 166, 240, 341” from Shetlands.
”3.0.'' (I) 0001A/23rd December from Scalloway.

(2) 068° from Sumburgh Head 12 knots.
(3) 1800A/23rd December.
(4; Between l830A/23rd December and 0600A/24th 
December.

(5) 250° to Sumburgh Head 14 knots.
(6) p.m. 24th December.
(7) 070° Stunburgh Head. (8) No.
(N.O.I.C. Lerwick 211401A to A.G.0.3.)

War Diary.

RUBIS.

Availability Admiralty 200018. When IMPLACABLE was v/ithdrawn 
of aircraft from the Home Fleet I understood from conversations 
for shipping with the naval staff that:-
strikes. (a) 12 Barracudas from 828 Squadron were to be

equipped with Ratog and retained at Hatston* for 
embarkation in an escort carrier in emergency.
(b) 821 Squadron were to be equipped with Barracudas 

fitted Ratog and embarked in PUNCHER.
(c) Arrangements in (a) and (b) were expected to be completed
during December.
(2) The actual situation differs considerably and so that there 
shall be no misunderstanding the following is the position as I
see it:
(a) 821 Squadron in PUNCHER will not be available for service until 
the middle of February. F.O.C.T's 211317 refers.
(b) 12 crews of 828 Squadron have been retained at Hatston. The 
remainder have been sent on 21 days leave in order to bring them 
into line with other IMPLACABLE Squadrons (my 092214 repeated to 
Admiralty refers). First party are due back from leave on January 
3rd when remainder would have been sent on leave. The aircraft 
are not yet fitted with Ratog and no practice has been done.

/(c)
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Operations. 
Norway.

Availability (c) In order to implement Admiralty's 200018 it 
of aircraft Ibr will mean that no torpedo striking force is
shipping 
strikes. 
(Contd.)

available in the Home Fleet until the arrival of 
821 3quadron in PUNCHER.
(3) Until 15th February therefore the only aircraft 
strike available will be the Avengers armed with 
bombs only from TRUMPETER and PREMIER.
(C* in C. H.F* 212308A to Admty.)

Suspected 
U-Boat.

Ope rations.
Northern Waters.
At 0040Z U-Boat fixed by D/F on 3800 k/cs within 
40 miles of 62.30 N. 01.00 E»
(D.D.I.C. 2108 50A to Force 3.)

Schnorkel
obstructors.

C. in C. Rosyth's 201326. No objection. 
(C» in C. H.F. 211002A to Admty.)

Patrols. 2000 movement Thursday Section 1.
3 frigates of 4th E.G. on patrol between 04° 00'
W. and 05° 00' W. on lat. 59° 15' N. 3 frigates 
of 4th E.G. searching between 58° 52' N. 02° 28’ ?/• 

and 58° 24' N. 02° 18' W. NORFOLK, TRUMPETER and 6 destroyers 
59° 40’ N. 03° 01' T/» west of Shetland to northeastward 14. 
(A.C.O.S. 211222 to Admty.)

While concurring that it is undesirable to hamper the effort 
of 18 Group east and west of the Orkneys there does not appear 
to be any grave objection to the patrol position of the submarine 
in 58° 45' N. 01° 15' E.
(2) It is suggested that submarines be routed to this position by 
one of two routes:-
(a^ from Scapa, through position 59° N. 01° 35* W.
(b) from Lerwick, through position 60° N. 00° 30' E. and position 
59° 20' N. 01° 15' E.
Only on few occasions would the use of neither of these routes 
be desirable.
(3) It is important that submarines should undertake a working 
up patrol in home waters before proceeding on foreign service, 
and the position suggested in para. 3 of F»0. S/Ms 201302 would 
cause more undesirable restrictions still.
(4) You are therefore requested in consultation to make such 
arrangements on these lines for each patrol as will best meet both 
your requirements. Your 191405 refers.
(A.C.N.S.(H) 212340A to C. in C. Rosyth, F.O. S/M.)
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D is p o sa l o f  
m inesw eeping 
c r a fu  from  
and on Far 
S h ore .

M ining.

(1 )  W eather p e rm itt in g  in ten d  s a i l i n g  Saturday 23rd 
December the fo l lo w in g  ST. TUDNO, M.Ls. 221 , 915, 
B .Y .M .S. 2188 , 2051, VALESCA, FENTONIAN, M.M.3.
109 , 216 , 19 , 113 , 1083, 2 6 5 , 267, 44 to  Margate 
Roads to  anchor f o r  the n ig h t .  A l l  sh ips in  
company p roceed  Sheerness fo l lo w in g  day e x ce p t  M.L. 
915 who w i l l  p roceed  t o  Harwich and B .Y .M .S . 2188, 
2051 to  Grim sby.

Ships rem aining from  F orce  A w i l l  b e j -
a t T em eu zen  B .Y .M .S. 2048, 2221, 2213, 2141 , M.M.S. 60 ,

149 and 190 , M.L. 217 , 255 , 141 , 919, 203 , L .C .P .(L )  273, 275,
278 , 283 , 284 , 296.
[b ) At Antwerp M .F.Vs. 1020, 10 25 , 1027 , 1043-, 1074. 
sc )  At Zeebrugge M.F. V. 1075.
>3) S hips rem ain ing p r e v io u s ly  a l lo c a t e d  to  C dre. Belgium : 
ka) At Terneuzen B.Y.M .S. 2175 , 2055 , M.M.S. ( ? 2 9 7 ) ,  253, 25 1 ,

256 , (7248) 1 1 2 , 19 1 , 281, 2 2 4 , 225 , 228.
'bV At Antwerp M.M.S. 4 3 , 77 , 1 8 7 , 193.
>4) F u ll  d e t a i l s  o f  sw eeping c a r r ie d  ou t have been l e f t .
,5) Cmdr. D ib le y  and Sub. L ie u t .  Bateman o f  my s t a f f  are rem aining 

at T em euzen  f o r  a s h o r t  p e r io d  (C dre . B e lg iu m 's  151131A r e f e r s . )
(6 )  D e ta ils  o f  a ctu a l E .T .A s . o f  groups m entioned in  p ara . 1 w i l l  
be in c lu d e d  in  s a i l in g  s ig n a l  from  N .O .I .C . Antwerp.
(7 )  Cdre. Belgium  co n cu rs .
(C ap t. M/S F .A . 211230A to  C. in  C« N o re .)

Deep m ining 
o f f  H artland 
P oin t*

My 201123A. S a ile d  PLOVER, e s c o r t  CONQUEROR. 
(F .O .I .C . M ilfo r d  Haven 211451A t o  C. in  C» 
P lym ou th .)

42nd M .S.F . Harwich 2 1 st December, a r r i v a l s ,  H .M .ships 
FLORIZEL, FOAM, FROLIC, STEADFAST, COMBATTANT, 
STELLA LEONIS.
(F .O .I .C . Harwich 211534A to  C. in  C. N o r e .)

14th M .S.F . Checked se a rch  o f  Q .Z .X . 1449 com pleted  w ith 
n e g a tiv e  r e s u l t .  F l o t i l l a  s a i l in g  f o r  Plymouth at 
1 8 0 0 /2 1 s t  f o r  f u e l  and M/S s t o r e s .  GUNNER in  tow 
w ith  le a k in g  b o i l e r .  E .T .A . 0800 /22n d .
(3 .0 .  M/S 14 211702A to  Adm ty.)

Channel. East 
c o a s t  t o  
B ou logne•

N a v ig a t io n a l.

My 051219. Buoys la id  bu t p o s it io n s  n ot y e t  checked 
m inesw eeping com p leted  from  buoy to  bu oy . Channel 
now c o n s id e r e d  f i t  f o r  u se .
( V .A. Dover 211856A to  Admty.)
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Port F a cilit ie s .
Cositintrep No. 260 part 2 naval.
Dieppe. A personnel ship and a hospital carrier 
can now be handled simultaneously daily i f  
required.
(A.N.C.X.F. 210005A to Adrnty.)

Transfer o f Victualling Depot from Meuvaines to 
Le Treport* completed 15th December. Propose 
follov/ing movements take place to implement your 
081435:

(a) S.O. o f V ictualling Depot and one stores rating to proceed to 
Antwerp 7th January to arrange with N.O.I.C* Antwerp the requisit
ioning of necessary buildings and engaging o f c iv ilia n  labour in 
preparation for  transfer of the Depot to Antwerp.
(b) Naval store carrier EMPIRE SNOWDROP to arrive Le Treport on 20 
January to embark victualling depot stocks, 1 o f f ic e r ,  2 stores 
ratings and small R.M. guard and s a il 23rd January to Antwerp.
Lack o f suitable accommodation on board can be accepted. Remainde 
of personnel to proceed to Antwerp in own road transport.
(2) EMPIRE SNOWDROP is only naval store ca rrier, as far as is 
known, which can be accepted at Le Treport owing to shallow 
draft, and dates given are the most suitable on account o f  spring 
tides.
(3) I f  these proposals are approved, Admiralty are requested to 
consign a ll victualling depot's outstanding demands to Antwerp 
to be held by naval store transit depot, Antwerp to await 
co lle c tion .
(A.N.C.X.F. 212048 to Admty.)

Casualties & Defects.
L.C.V. 663. C.A.F.O. 678/44. L.C.V. 663 reported sunk at 

moorings during gale at Inveraray.
(2) Further signal w ill be made regarding p o ss ib ili 
o f salvage.
(R.A.C.O.B.W.A. 211117A to Admty.)

War Diary.

Dieppe.

Antwerp.

L.C.A. 948. L.C.A. 948 o f 540th F lo t illa  sank at her moorings.
Operations to recover cra ft are in progress, and 
circumstances of sinking are being investigated. 
(2) Propose this craft be exchanged with L.C.A. 
1049 in O.P.R. at F oliot.
(C. in C. Plymouth 211640A to Admty.)

Shipping & Convoys.
Shipping from My 071757 (para. 3) and ray 201715. Ships (empty 
Far Shore. or loaded) fo r  Downs and onward routeing may now

be sailed independently via Q.Z.8. 648. A.M. 111803k 
November, A.C. Dover's 051219A and Q.Z.H. 792 refer. 
(C.T.F. 12 5 211703A to C.T.G. 125.2, 125.15.)

Disposal of 3.H.A.E.F. (Main's) 231905A November. Request you 
L.C.T.(4)s» w ill confirm that the 104 L.C»T.(4) required in

/s e r v ic e .••
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Shipping and Convoys*

service by para* 2A are made up as follows:
(2) 35 for the French, 24 for Force T, 15 for 
salvage of Whales at Arromanches, and 30 for R.A.F. 
awkward lifts.
(3) If the above services are correct the total 
number required including a serviceability factor

than if all craft are needed for the shuttle service. 
211912A to A.N.C.X.F.)

Disposal of 
L.C.T.(4)s. 
(Contd. )

will be less 
(A .C .N .S . (H)

21.12.1944.
Thursday.

Cross Channel
Personnel
Services.

At the end of December British personnel cross- 
Channel movement from Southampton will cease and 
the following cross-Channel services will commence 
from the dates shown:-

Ships Starting
CANTERBURY From Calais 1st Jan.

PRINCESS MAUD

Route
(a) Calais- 
Folkestone

! leave service) b) Calais-Dover 
leave service)

The capacity of the above vessels on these routes has been agreed 
at 1100. Each vessel should make one crossing in each direction 
daily.

LAIRDS ISLE,
VIKING
PRINSES JostPHw^
CHARLOTTE 

PRINSES ASTRID]

(c) Calais-Harwich 
(leave service)

From Calais 4th Jan.

From Calais 4th Jan. 
From Calais 5th Jan.

From Calais 6th Jan.
(d) Tilbury- 
Ostend (Duty 
service)

From Tilbury 1st Jan.

From Tilbury 2nd Jan.

From Tilbury 3rd Jan. 
From Tilbury 5th Jan.

About 8th January. 
On release from 
N.M.S.S.

LONGFORD, )
MECKLENBURG)
PRINSES 
CHARLOTTE,

PRINSES ASTRID)
ULSTER MONARCH 
BIARRITZ

(On 5th January, PRINSES J. CHARLOTTE and PRINSES ASTRID, see (c) 
above, should proceed from Tilbury to Calais to run on the Calais- 
Harwich service from Calais on 6th January.)
(d) Tilbury- LADY OF MANN
Ostend (Duty VICTORIA, )
service) ST. HELISR)
(Contd.)
(2) When BEN MY GHREE is available she will replace PRINSES J. 
CHARLOTTE and PRINSES ASTRID on the Calais-Harwich run. When LADY 
OF MANN is available she will release BIARRITZ which will then 
become reserve for Dover-Folkestone service.
(3) It is requested that steps may be taken to ensure that vessels 
are moved to their required stations in time to sail on the dates 
indicated above.
(4) To compensate for the withdrawal of ULSTER MONARCH and PRINSES 
ASTRID from Southampton service 30BIE3KI will be made available 
for U.S. cross-Channel trooping from Southampton.
Agreed with W.O.
(D. of S.T. 212039A to Sea Transport Officers concerned.)
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Thursday.

North Atlantic.
T. G. 27« 5 Estimated 0450Z position 2+1. 22 N. , 18.15 W. and
A/S Patrol. 0650Z position 1*0. 56 N. , 17.46 W. Will patrol a

20 mile square near centre of aircraft search 
area.
(C.T.G. 27.5, 210423Z to F.O.G.M.A. )
Inconclusive D/F bearings on Series 2 Norddeick 

and Series 1 between O63UZ and 0749Z indicate U-boat in area 
within 75 miles of 2*1.30 N. , 17.30 W. U-boat was trying to 
transmit long naval enigma but has not yet been heard by control 
(D. D. I.C. , 211011Z to T. G. 27. 5» S. B. N. 0. Azores, F.O.G.M.A.,
H. Q. C.C. , C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. W.A.)

FOGG U.S.S. FOGG, D.E.57, received acoustic torpedo in
(torpedoed stern 1151Z/20th December position 42.06 n . ,
20/12). 19.19 W. All compartments aft of engine spaces

ruptured and flooded. Bulkhead frame 113 
shored and holding. Propellers gone. Being 
towed by A m y  tug L. T. 643 and U. S.S. A.N. 6l 

destination Horta. P. C. and S. 0900Z/21st. 41.12 N. , 20.51 W.
235 5 knots. If present favourable weather holds expect keep 
ship afloat until destination reached.
Cinclant, 2 C.L.43 refers.
Weather 658I 3122.
(U.S.S. FOGG, 211145Z to Cominch, C.T. G. 27.4)
P.C. and S. of FOGG at 0900Z/21st 041° 12’ N. , 020° 51' W. 235°, 
5 knots, report when met. U.S.S. FOGG is setting R/T watch on 
2410 k/cs. Call sign R.8, C.6.
(F.O.G.M.A., 212040A to SALVONIA)

ERLANGEN 
(German 
hospital 
ship).

As ship in A.M. 192238 is now at Sestri Levanti, 
presume it is intended that ship should be 
controlled at Gibraltar on both outward and 
return voyages.
(F.O.G.M.A. 211246A to Admty).

WOLVERINE Abandon search and proceed as requisite to R/V
SS. CEPHEE in position (a ) 235° Port Bugio Light 
5 miles at 1000A December 23rd.
(2) After ship has been met, escort her to R/V 

convoy M.K.S.72, in position (b) 038° 30* N. , 010° 10' W. at 
1400A December 23rd.(3) M.K.S.72, (?25) ships Cdre. Benson in RELIANT escorted by 
BALINDERRY (S.O.) BERGAMOT, CYCLAMEN and LAVENDER is routed 
through (XJ) all positions N. and W. 03° 59’ 006° 10’ (XK) 036 
00* 009° (?00f) (XL) (7035°)*10’ 010° 30’ (XM) (?043°) 20' 010° 
30’.(4) Convoy radio distinguishing group HO.
(5) (corrupt group) codeword ’’Dish-rag" 377*
16; Request you report P.C. and S. when proceed to comply. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 211634A. (amended 221127A) to WOLVERINE)

M.K.S. Your 1918104 (Requesting if sufficient Commodores
Commodores. available for M.K.S. convoys). Yes, provided 5 

days is considered sufficient lay over and 
provided no sickness occurs.
(F.O.G.M.A., 211710A to N.C.S.O. Mersey).

/JOHN BANVARD...
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resumed.

503
21.12.1944
Thursday

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic - Contd.
S.B.N.O. Azores is requested to sail JOHN BANVARD 
in tow in KIOWA to R/V towing convoy in position. 
( a ) 37° 58' N. 27° 10’ W. at 1500A/23rd December.
(2) O.T.G. 27.4 is requested to adjust speed to 
pass through (a). At this time. S.B.N.O. Azores 
211308 not to all refers.
(F.O.G.M.A. 211756A to S.B.N.O. Azores, C.T.G. 27.4.

Arrival Horta GOLDEN FLEECE and FLYING FISH.
(2) Expected time of completion defects GOLDEN 
FLEECE p.m. 22nd December E.T.C. defects FLYING 
FISH p.m. 24th December.
(3} Intend sailing ships in company when ready. 
(4; Your 202050 December refers.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 211838Z to Admty.)

South Atlantic
My 200933 (Independent sailings for Gibraltar are 
to cease from 22nd December.), to Comar Dakar and 
191806 to other addressees. Resume independent 
sailings. Ships for M.K.S. convoys to be routed 

to Casablanca but arc to be given onward route to 
Gibraltar to enable them to be diverted at sea if 
required.
(F.O.C.W.A., 211952Z to N.O.I.C. Lagos, etc.)
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Mediterranean
Proposed
Russian
Vessel
for
Greece

Your 111835 (Vessel referred to in C. in C. Med.’s 
091103 as Russian, should this be Turkish).
No. Request was for a Russian ship.
(C. in C. Med. 210927 to B,N.A. Ankara)

WHIMBREL WHIMBREL requires about one week intensive A.A.
gunnerypractice. Request you will arrange.
C. in C.W.A. 191304 refers.
(C. in C. Med. ZL1251A to F.O.G.M.A.)

ARETHUSA ARETHUSA has developed defects in alignment of
main shafting, now being investigated.
(2) Extent of delay not yet ascertained but 
further signal will be made. paragraph 3 of 

A.M.151934 (not to all) refers.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 211609A to C. in C.Med.)

Leave Volo 0400 22nd to arrive Skiathos 0900 22nd. 
Leave Skiathos 1730 22nd to arrive Salonika 1330 
23rd. 14 members of crew of SS.FORT COLUMBIA
take passage. A m  retaining Christmas fare for 
Unst.
(MUSKETEER, 211614B to AMBER.)

Situation with regard to E.L.A.N. Shipping in 
Aegean remain somewhat confused. Orders are 
still in Force that all E.L.A.N. shipping is to 
be seized and handed over to the R.H.N. but it 
is inadvisable to put this into operations in 
certain areas and enforcement has had to be left 

to Naval Commander on spot. Broad summary of present situation 
is that in Athens Patras and Voic ?(Volo) area where E.L.A.N. 
is openly hostile all E.L.A.N. shipping is being seized as far as 
limited forces will allow.
In Salonika Kavallo Mitylene and Kalamata area where E.L.A.N. is 
passive and we are largely dependent bn themfbr running the 
port no action is being taken against E.L.A.N. shipping. 
Departure from (?latter) policy would immediately lead to 
deterioration is situation and probably open hostilities in area 
concerned.
(F.O.L.E.M. 212005B to C. in C. Med.)

MUSKETEER

E.L.A.N.
shipping,
Aegean.

/Swimming..
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Your 162225 December Sitrep. 507, paragraph 1. 
Requested that one specimen at least of each 
type of fuze and sabotage charge may be sent 
forthwith by air to U.K. addressed VERNON (M), 
West Leigh Cottage, Havant, Hants and details 
of despatch and E.T.A. signalled.

(2) Activities of swimmers in Continental ports and rivers 
make this requirement urgent.
(D.T.M. 212101A to C. in C. Med.)
Replies 221202 281805A.

Swimming 
Saboteur 
at Leghorn

Greece.
Presence of warships in Greek ports particularly 
in those from which troops have been withdrawn 
is having a marked salutary effect. At Piraeus 
the W/T Station has been mortared and Navy House, 
Miaoulis quay, Naval H.Q. and Port Aux Mahones 

shelled spasmodically with no material result. Discharge of 
cargo continuous but civil labour deserted.
(2) ?Crete
Situation remains unchanged.
(3) Adriatic
Three E-boats approached Zara night 19th December but retired on 
being engaged by H.D.M.L. patrols.
(C. in C. Med., 212129A.)

Riviera No change in Front Line since 12th December.
From 13th to 16th ALCYON and HUGHES fired 150 
and 408 rounds at troops and gun batteries ashore. 
From 16th to 19th NIBLACK fired 232 rounds at 

vehicles, barracks and personnel. Since 19th W00LSEY and 
ALCYON fired at railway stations and bridges many direct hits 
upon targets were observed during these operations. On 18th 
JEANNE D'ARC fired 100 rounds but her guns have a big dispersion. 
On 19th CIMETERRE sank a human double torpedo at 9 miles 
bearing 110 from Cap Ferrat. On same day in the afternoon 
American Army found a human torpedo stranded on the beach in 
Mentone Harbour. MONTCALM came back from Oran at 0800A/19. 
During this period American Destroyers MADISON and HUGHES 
relieved in flank force by WOOLSEY and BENSON before going back 
home. At the same time 32 mines were sunk by Destroyers and
(Comflanfor, 212240A to F.O.N.A.M., Com. Eighth Fleet, C. in C. 
Mediterranean, Marine Paris, Flanfor, premar Three.)

Situation 
Report 
No. 512.

Cositintrep Greece. The night 19ttv/20th December was 
531 Part 4. generally quiet in the Athens/piraeus area.

During day 20th December further positions 
astride the Athens - Faliron road were occupied 
by our troops but the road is not yet open for 

unarmoured vehicles by day as previously reported. There was 
an increase of enemy mortaring and shelling in Piraeus. 
(A-P*H.Q. N o T.0.0./21)
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K.M.F.37

TJITJALENGKA

VALIANT

506
21.12.1944
Thursday

FOREIGN STATIONS

East Indies

No fresh  inform ation. Scales in  a l l  areas 
remain unchanged.
(C. in  O .E .I ., 210358Z.)

L is t , d estin a tion s , number.
(D .S .T . 211138A to G. in  C .E .I . e t c . )  
See Lion Copy.

Owing to complete breakdown o f  coo lin g  p lant in 
h osp ita l ship AMARAPOORA I should l ik e  to reta in  
TJITJALENGKA at Trincomalee u n t il  end o f  
February. Para. 6 my 160627 r e fe r s . Request 
your concurrence.
(C. in  C. E .I . 211234Z to C. in  C. E .I . B .P .F .)

A rriva ls  VALIANT, FALMOUTH, HONESTY, GENISTA. 
(N .O.I.C. East A fr ica  (K il in d in i ) ,  211451Z to 
Admty.)

. (&TA ^  fat %%)



WARNING: This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code 
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to 

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.
( *Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad: 

“ O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

To C. in  C . E a s t I n d ie s  
G. in  C .M e d ite rra n e a n  
F. O.L. E. M. +
P.O.W.M. + 
F .O .N .A .M .+
P.O .G .M .A . +
N.O. I.C .A den  

R e p e a te d  P .0 .0 .R .  I .N .
V .A .M alta  + 
S.N. O.R. S .C.A.

4 -

211138A December 

Date 21. 12. fib.

\Cfh\ f  37 -

______ ______________ Naval Cypher (X P lug)

Prom D ir e c to r  o f  Sea Transport

IMPORT ANT to  +
Convoy K .M .P.37 s a i l e d  from  U n ite d  Kingdom on 1 6 /1 2  

c o m p r is in g  th e  fo l lo w in g  t r o o p  t r a n s p o r t s : -

Code S h ip Sneed D e s t in a t io n  o f  
P e rs o n n e l  on

No. o f  
P e r s o n n e l

* B oard

P. 2 HIGHLAND MONARCH 15 N a p le s
M a lta

276
1187

P .3 CHITRAL 16 N a p le s 3292

P.U SCYTHIA 15Jr A lg ie r s
N a p le s

356
i|22U

P .5 SIBAJAK 15 M iddle  E as t 
I n d ia

133
1U27

P. 6 ALCANTARA 18^ M iddle E a s t 
I n d ia

705
2933

• P .7 BATORY 15 I n d ia
C eylon

1238
27

P. 8 CILICIA 1 5 .7 M iddle E a s t 
PAIC

2231
83• I n d ia  

E . A f r ic a
1

61

P .9 e m p ir e  p r id e 161 M iddle  E a s t 
I n d ia

358
1692

P. 11 NEA HELLAS 15 M iddle E a s t 
I n d ia

93 6 
2989



*fo(* &

TOP SECRET OUT

W ARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to ,a , persons outside British or Allied Government Services.
(♦Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad : “ Q.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

-  2 -
Code SHIP Sneed

P .1 2 QUEEN OP BERMUDA 18

P .1 3 STRATHNAVER 19

F .S 4 ORDUNA lit

Destination of No. of. Pe r s o n n e l  on P e r s o n n e l  
Bo n rd
M iddle E a s t  ^50I n d ia  3858
M iddle E a s t
I n d i aAden

160
U327

1

M iddle E a s t  
I n d i a  E. A f r i c a  N. Z e a la n d

p, 1 5  DURBAN 0 A S i 1*3 1 5 1  C eylon 2163

2. '  j a u i .v ,w  ho. ^ kxo
r o l i S r - o 0 ^ 0^ ^  S f tn y r o iX o . ln a  p e r s o n !  on b o a r *  -

PAICM iddle E a s t 
I n d ia  
Aden C eylon

9 383 
3105 5357

S to r e s  were sh ip p e d  in  th e  fo l lo w in g  t r o o p  t r a n s p o r t s

S b iE
CHITRAL
SCYTHIASIBAJAKalcantara
batoryCILICIAEMPIRE p r id e  /• r_ TfT1 JOHAN VAN OLDMBARNEVBL. 
QUEEN op BERMUDA . 
strathnaver '
OPtDUNADURBAN CASTLE

Destination
i • i *f ’N a p le sN a p le sI n d iaI n d iaI n d iaM iddle E a s t

I n d iaC eylonI n d ia
I n d iaM iddle E a s t  
C ey lon

The f o l lo w in g  co m m erc ia l f r e i g h t s h i p s  a l s o  s a i l e d  in  
C onvoy K .M .F .37

, Sh iE '
BENLAWERS
nigerstroom

Sneed
1515

D e s t in a t io n
I n d iaMalta



-  3 -

Middle East
Ceylon/Bombay
Ceylon

India

BENLAWERS is  functioning as a roaoue ship: on the outward run 
to the Middle East. One set o f rescue gear fo r  discharge 
in the Middle East is loaded in ORDUNA.

5. The destinations o f the troop transports are as 
fo llo w s :-

' HIGHLAND MONARCH Malta
CH3TRAL) Naples
SCYTHIA)

CILICIA
JOHAN VAN OLDENBARNEVELT 
DURBAN CASTLE 
SIBAJAK 
ALCANTARA 
BATORY
EMPIRE PRIDE 
NEA HELLAS 
QUEEN OF BERMUDA 
STRATHNAVER 
ORDUNA

6. CIRCASSIA and HIGHLAND CHIEFTAiIN fo r  India w i l l  jo in  
Convoy at Aden.

7. D isposal o f troop transports is  as fo llo w s :-

(a )  HIGHLAND MONARCH and SCYTHIA should return to U.K.
with Convoy M. K.F.37. ^

(b )  CHITRAL and CILICIA w i l l  be retained fo r  temporary 
service in the Mediterranean.

(C ) he;, h e u a s , q u e w  op bbbotw . otrathh/.v e r ,
nDTYTTNT ptrC'-SSIA and HIGHL ND CHIEFT.iIN and JOH^N V.N 
OLDEN BA RN EVELT from India and DURBAN CASTLE from Ceylon 
should return to the U.K. in convoy M.K.F.39*

(a )  My 192119 not to a l l  re fers  regarding S^AJAK nrrt 
EMPIRE PRIDE and 192051 not to a l l  regarding B,T -•

q p s T O.s Mediterranean, Middle East and India should 
a'rrang; as necessary fo r  on-carriage o f personnel transhipped 
within th e ir respective areas.

9. Addressees pass to S .T .O 's  and M ilita ry  Authorities1
concerned. 2I 1138A

fo r  D. o f S.T.
M.W.T. Ext. 2186 

D.C. . .
Plot D. o f S. (2 )
D .D .I.C . (2$).S.O.
D.T.D. (U ) Hd. o f M. (10)
D.T.D. (C ) N.A. Mails 
D. o f S.T. ( 6)

!HeA.C.N.S. ( 
A.C.N.S. ( 
U.W.R. .
D.O.D. (E )(2 )  
D.O.D. (H )(U )

W. D.
Admiral Blake. 
A.D.O.D. (C.Oo 1 
D. o f P. (2 ) . 
D. o f P. (Q)(.3
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21.12.192*]*,
Thursday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies.

0.21 Your 112132Z and Admty’s 21+1000A Nov. No mail
signal yet received. Can programme now be advised 
T)3.6 & s 0 •
(N.A. (Mails) 211030A to B.A.D.)

U/B Estimates.
dispositions. (N.S.H. Q., 2113U7Z, Cominch, 211530Z).

French B.A.D. concurring, Corainch on request of French
Trawlers. Naval Mission,U.S. authorises sailing of four

French trawlers ready in Newfoundland about 28th 
December to destinations as follows

(A) To Med. via Casablanca - DUGUAY TROUIN, TEMERAIRE, and 
CAPRICORNE.
(B) To Havre - CAP FAGNET. Request you will sail above trawlers 
as indicated, arranging details with French Naval C.O. at Saint 
Pierre.
(Cominch, 2111+11Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)

FENNEL The following transfer is effective to date 21st
December from C-2 Group for duty with C-l group 
H.M.C.S. FENNEL.
2. Pay accounts to be held in AVALON Comdre. (D) 
./• A. pass to S. 0. G.I., S• 0. C. 2.
(C. in C. C.N.A. , 211la7Z to N.S.H. Q. )

H.X. 321+ Average speed 9.1 knots. Off Fastnet at 211+0Z/17.
All arrived.
(D.T.D. , 211522A to Com. 10, N.S.H.Q.)

TRUCULENT
(refit,
Philadelphia)

In company H.M.C.S. COLLINGWOOD, my estimated 
P.C. and S. at 1600Z, 038° 1+7’ N., 070° 2i+’ W., 
270° 8 knots, E.T.A. 1300R/22nd, C. in C. C.N.A. 
pass to B.S.O. , Philadelphia, A. 0. C., E. A. C.,
A.0.C. No. 1 Group. C. in C. U.S. Fleet pass to 
(U.S.) Cmdr. Submarines, Atlantic Fleet. 
(TRUCULENT, 21l6ll+Z to B.A.D. etc).

C.U.50 C.U. 50 arrived at following times. Splitting
point 1+9• 00 N., 7.12 W., at 0815Z/19* Barry 
Roads 0200Z/20. Mersey 1300Z/20. Clyde 2900Z/20 
Cherbourg 0700Z/20. All arrived*
(D.T.D. , 211737A to Com. 10, N. S. H. Q. )

Escort Your 08171+9 para. 2.
Carriers, Since A.M. 2215^/Nov. the postponement of
loan to amphibious operations in S.E.A.C. has altered the
U.S.A. C.V.E. situation.

2. The Assault C.V.E. Force which we have been
building up for these operations is planned to 

reach a total of twelve ships by April, 191+5 and sixteen ships by 
September, 191+5. All the first twelve are equipped and trained 
and are now undergoing final refit*

/3...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

21. 12. 1944. 
Thursday.

America & West Indies.
3. The last four ships, PATROLLER, REAPER, RANEE 
and THANE were to have been taken in hand in 
January, for A's and A ’s but these could now be 
deferred until April and the ships employed in 
transport duties until then.
4. Of the first twelve ships, it will be neces
sary to retain some for Fleet duties in Home

waters and in the Indian Ocean, but if it will help Cominch’s 
problem we could release by March or April, a force consisting 
of ROYALIST (F/0 Assault Carriers) and four or five C.V.Es. 
equipped with Hellcats or Corsairs and fully trained for assault 
operations, to be attached to the British Pacific Fleet and 
operate with it or independently as required by Admiral Nimitz.
5. You are, therefore, authorised to offer Cominch -
(a) PATROLLER, REAPER, RANEE and THANE, to act as ferry carriers 
until April, 1945.
(b) An assault force consisting of ROYALIST and four or five 
C.V.Es. for operations in the pacific between April and August*
6. The offer at 5(b) is made on the assumption that the loan 
of this assault force might assist Cominch by enabling a similar 
number of American C.V.Es. to be released for ferry duties.
7. It must be made quite clear that we would not agree to this 
trained Force being relegated to s.econd line ferry duties and 
the offer is only made on condition that the Force is employed 
in active operations.
8. Since the deployment of this Force would be slightly in 
advance of the planned build-up of the British Pacific Fleet, 
some assistance from the U.S. Navy may be necessary to support 
these ships at first. We would however, supply our own replace
ment aircraft and spares.
9. Your 142311 (not to all) will be answered separately.
(D.O.D. (F) Approved First Sea Lord, on P.D.0222/44 211838A to 
B.A.D*)

Escort 
Carriers, 
loan to 
U.S.A. 
(contd).

M.E.I.R.I. What follows is M.E.I.R.I. Amendment No.105. 
amendments. Section 1 E, insert new sub. para. (3).

(3) Troop convoys are to be routed to arrive in 
daylight but are not to reduce speed to avoid a 

night arrival at following ports; Kilindini, Port Victoria, Aden 
Karachi, Bombay, Cochin, Colombo, Trincomalee, Madras and 
Vizagapatam.
If a night arrival is intended S.O. Escorts should normally 
give local Flag or Naval Officers in Charge 12 hours notice. 
Amendment No.106 Section 1 J, 12 (B) Add U.S.S. MOUNT VERNON, 
WAKEFIELD and WESTPOINT.
(D.T.D., 211944A to Comnav etc).

"General” It is necessary from time to time to sail "General
class Class Troopers, maximum speed 19> independently
Troopers. to Mediterranean. In such circumstances when

there is U-boat threat off Mediterranean approaches 
Admiralty is requested in practicable cases to 

provide surface escort through dangerous area and Commorseafron 
is directed to provide aerial escort.
(Cominch and C.N.O. , 212040Z to Admty. Commorseafron).

/Submarine.. •
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West In d ies . -  Contd.

No report since Cominch 192042. Para C.
2106092 U. S. destroyer escort reported doubtful 
sound contact 141.53 N. , 51.31 W.
(Cominch, 212045Z to  Admty fo r  O .I .C .)
A ustra lia  & New Zealand.
Have had most co rd ia l meetings with Nimitz and 
s t a f f .
2. Main poin ts are:
(A) L o g is t ic  s itu a tio n  o f  United States F leet is  
such that we can expect l i t t l e  help in  that way 

but i t  is  not on account o f  any unw illingness.
(B) Nimitz has obtained concurrence from C. in C. United States 
F leet f o r  our use o f  Manus as a base on same basis as h is sh ips.
(C) He has promised p a r t ic ip a t io n  o f  the B r it ish  P a c if ic  F leet 
in  h is  most advanced operations as soon as i t  is  ready to  do so .
(D) I have decided to  turn over to  American s ig n a llin g  in  the 
B r it ish  F leet as i t  seems the on ly  p ra c t ica l so lu tion . L iaison

fa r t ie s  and books are provided fo r  every ship.
E) The greatest menace to the Americans is  the Japanese a ir  

which the Navy is  now p r in c ip a lly  occupied in  fig h tin g . 
Consequently we cannot use Highball or X c ra ft  at present but 
they w il l  be used as soon as an opportunity presents i t s e l f .
(F) A Flag O ffic e r  w il l  not be required with Nimitz but some 
s lig h t  add itions in  l ia is o n  o f f i c e r s .  I intend that o f f i c e r s  
now acting as observers should tra n sfer  to l ia is o n  duties on my 
b eh a lf.
(G) A d iffe re n ce  o f  view ex is ts  as to who sh a ll be responsible 
fo r  making bulk supplies o f  o i l  fo r  use o f  B r it ish  p a c i f i c  F leet. 
A separate signa l is  being made.
3. Am returning to  Brisbane and Sydney a rr iv in g  Brisbane 24th 
and Sydney 27th. My fu rth er lo ca t io n  is  not an easy problem.
Am in vestiga tin g  LOTHIAN as Headquarters ship in  which case I 
would take her, i f  she can be spared, to  Manus whence I could f l y  
as required to Nimitz at Guam or to A u stra lia . In the absence 
o f  shorebase f a c i l i t i e s  there seems no other so lu t io n  except 
Sydney which is  too fa r  back.
Lu The B r it is h  P a c i f ic  F leet w il l  operate normally as a separate 
task fo r c e  under Admirals Spruance or  Halsey and I sh a ll keep in 
touch with planning as i t  proceeds.
5* When p ra ctica b le  the Americans w il l  develop Leyte as an 
advanced base which w ill  r e lie v e  the o v e ra ll load on Manus.
6. With the vast d istances involved and a fte r  studying American 
procedure, there is  no doubt that our l o g i s t i c  resources are o f  
the s lenderest nature, and we sh a ll be unable to provide at 
present f o r  any prolonged operations. We sh a ll require the fu e l 
supply to be cleared  up and more fe r ry  ca rr ie rs  and tra in in g  
ca rr ie rs  to  keep reserve p i lo t s  in  tra in in g .
7. The Americans are using two a ir  groups to  each c a r r ie r ,  
changing them every 4 months as w ell as rep lacin g  ca su a ltie s .
More d eta iled  requirements w ill  be forwarded in  due course but 
the A ustralian  Government has rea d ily  o ffe re d  A ustralian  p i lo t s  
i f  we can tra in  them.
8. There was a great welcome in A u stra lia  and I am a fra id  
secrecy  became im possib le. We sh a ll be able to c lo se  down a 
l i t t l e  la te r  when th is  has worn o f f .
9. I t  would have been qu ite hopeless to  get the Carriers over 
e a r lie r  as neither A u stra lia  or the supplies or the tra in in g  
f a c i l i t i e s  would have been ready or a va ila b le .
10. The A ustralian  Government seemed e n tire ly  s a t is f ie d  with 
what we are doing.
11. V.A. Q. pass to Captain o f  F leet at Sydney.
(C. in  C. B.P. F. v ia  Cincpac, 210351Z to Admty). /N a v ig a tio n ...

War Diary.

Submarine 
attack and 
sigh tin g  
summa ry .

P a c if ic  
F le e t , 
p o lic y .
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

A u stra lia  & New Zealand. -  Contd.

In view o f  the wide area covered by navigational 
aids fo r  which o f f i c e r  in  charge, Hydrographic 
Branch is  respon sib le  and the consequent n ecessity  
fo r  conserving lim ited  supplies o f  equipment i t  is  
intended to proceed with the fo llow in g  m odified 

lig h tin g  scheme which is  considered adequate to ensure sa fe  
navigation  o f  a l l  c la sses  o f  sh ips. Your 061519 not to O.C. H. B. 
r e fe r s . Master o f  the F leet B r it ish  P a c if ic  F leet has been 
consulted and agrees.
2. Shore l ig h ts  to be estab lished  o n :-

IA.) Stephens Island .
C) Arden I s le t .

F) Bet Island .
Gj Saddle Island .
H) South east extrem ity o f  Double Island instead o f  East S tra it 

Island .
In  ad d ition  to the above a lig h t  to  be established  on I p i l i  Reef 
and the lig h t  now on the North Shore o f  Gooes Island to  be 

removed.
3. L ight buoys as fo l lo w s :-
(A) One in  number between Bramble Cay and Dalrymple Island  in  
approximate p o s it io n  9° 22* S . , 143° 34 ’ E.
(Cl One south o f  A lert Rock.
(D j One north o f  Herald Patches.
(E ; One south o f  Nardana Patches but i t  is  doubtfu l whether th is  
buoy w il l  watch or re ta in  i t s  p o s it io n  owing to strength  o f  t id a l 
steam.
(G) One south o f  Harrison Rock.
4. Concur your para. 3. Choice o f  Channels consequent on 
com pletion o f  sweeping operations.
5. The l ig h ts  and buoys in  the above scheme can be provided 
and maintained by lo ca l resou rces . Consideration w il l  be given 
to the p rov is ion  o f  more navigational aids i f  considered 
necessary when the supply p o s it io n  improves. I t  is  hoped to  
commence establishm ent o f  the above l ig h ts  mid January 1945.
6. A ir  mail l e t t e r  fo llo w s .
(A .C .N .B ., 210900 to Admty) •

War Diary.

Navigation
P a c i f ic .

2. P air P.T. boats u tte r ly  destroyed 4 Japanese 
barges berthed northeastern Halmahera; barges 
camouflaged armed and armoured loaded with 
ammunition and supplies but n il  personnel seen.
5. Previous night Catalina attacked two ships 

described  as one medium Freighter transport one destroyer o f f  
Northeast coast Mindoro; near miss set Merchant ship on f i r e .
9. 1 Neugh, 3 Lightnings s tra ffe d  and damaged 8 small boats
southern Panay Island morning.
11. One R/C plane saw 5 small Merchant ships Axamboanga afternoon 
19th. Same day 4 Thunderbolts s tr a ffe d  and set a f ir e  Merchant 
ship in  Tawi anchorage (probably same ship as damaged day b e fo re ). 
19 reports o f  shipping at Cao Saint Jacques (Saigon) 6 tran sports, 
one tanker, 4 e scorts  departed morning 19 th : 4 tran sports,
2 tankers departed night 19th , 6 transports 2 escorts  departed 
forenoon 20th leaving  2 b a tt le sh ip s , 2 c ru ise rs , 5 destroyers 
s t i l l  there. D irection  o f  departure gen era lly  northeast.
22. R/C North Borneo 18th reports 12 small ships Brunei Bay,
5 Sea tru cks, 4 Luggers at or near Jesselton  and one sea truck in  
Marudu Bay: attacks damaged two sea trucks 6 sm aller c ra ft .
(G.H.Q. , S.W.P.A. , 211024Z).

Digest IO65 , 
covering 
20th Dec.

/F o rce . • •
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I have not yet seen Admiral Talbot but I suggest 
that the fu ture employment o f  Force X should be 
reviewed in  the lig h t  o f  the fo llow in g  
co ns ider at io  ns:
(A) The loan o f  Force X fo r  operations in  th is  

theatre expires at the end o f  the year.
(B) Force X is  not being used o p era tion a lly , and Admiral Talbot 
is  now c a llin g  on me fo r  repa ir  f a c i l i t i e s .
(C) In  S.E.A.C. f u l l  opera tiona l use could probably be made o f  
the landing ships and c r a ft  o f  Force X.
(D) A Command ship is  a n ecessity  to  accommodate me and my s t a f f  
at the advanced base, and LOTHIAN may be su ita b le  tem porarily 
fo r  th is  duty.
2. Consequently i t  is  suggested th at:
( a ) Force X should be withdrawn from American con tro l in  the 
P a c i f ic  as soon as the agreement exp ires.
(B) LOTHIAN should be attached to the B.P.F. as my Command sh ip , 
i f  found su ita b le .
(C) I f  C. in  C. E .I. concurs, that the landing ships and c ra ft  
o f  Force X should be transferred  to S.E.A. C.
3. This question was in fo im ally  discussed at Pearl Harbour.
(C. in  C. B.P.F. , v ia  Cincpac, 212228 to Admty. R.D.0. Hollandia) •

War Diary.

Force X,
future
employment.

ADAMANT As d ec is ion  on operating base fo r  ADAMAOT and
submarines given in  para. 2 o f  A. M. 251111 Nov. 
cannot yet be made request move may be postponed 
one month.
(2 } My 061312 r e fe r s . S ignals quoted not to  V.A.
( Q) S.I4- and S. 8.
( C. in  C. B .P .F ., C incpac, 212231 to C. in  C. E .I .)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

For 2k hours to 0900Z/21st December.
(a ) 1. E.G. 1 attacked bottomed contact at 1729Z/ 
20th Dec. in  k9° 3U’ N ., 0l+° 06» W*
2. A/C N/179 sighted Schnorkel course 080° at 
l850Z/20th Dec. in  k9° 55 ’ N. , 02° 35’ W.
(b ) 1. Nor. S/l/I UTSIRA fire d  k torpedoes at U-boat 

which missed at 0508Z/l4th  Dec. in  6k° 0 7 ’ N ., 09* k3f E. At 
03l4-3Z/l6th Dec. in  6k° 0 6 ' N ., 09° U2’ E. f ir e d  Ij- more torpedoes

Submarine 
attack  and 
sigh tin g  
summary.

and heard 3 exp losion s.
2. M.T.B. 752 attacked p oss ib le  U-boat at 093lZ/20th Dec. in  
50° 15 ’ N. , 01° 18 ' W.
3 . H.M. S. PHEASANT attacked U-boat contact at 2320Z/20th Dec. 
in  k9° I V  N. , 08° 00 ’ W.
4. A/C X /I 65 obtained radar contact at 1024-7 Z /20th Dec. in 1|9°
29’ N ., 039 23 ’ W.
tc )  1. A/C X/105 reported disappearing radar contact at 1106z/20 
Dec. in  k9° 05* N ., 03° 23 ’ W.

/ ( d ) . . .
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War D ia ry . T h u rsd ay .

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

Subm arine 
a t ta c k  and 
s ig h t in g  
summary.
( c o n t d ) .

( d )  1 . A /C  saw U -b o a t  su bm erg in g  c o u r s e  N.W. a t 
1 3 3 0 Z /2 0 th  Decem ber in  4 4 ° 4 5 ' N. , 0 8 ° 3 0 ’ W. 
(D . D. I . C .  , 211100A t o  Com inch N. S .H . Q .)

U/B
d i s p o s i t i o n s .

E s t im a te s .
( D . D . I . C .  , 211345A* 21 14 0 1 A ).

V
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North Sea.

Channel.

Western
Approaches.

EURYALUS, 
RIMUTAKA.

Greece.

22.12.1944.
Friday.

/

SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
' 1(a) A confused action was fought by TQRRINGTON, 
WALPOLE, and some of our M.T.Bs. with half a 
dozen E-Boats bent, apparently, on mining the 
Schelde approaches. No casualties are reported 
on either side, but the E-Boats* manoeuvre was 
impeded if not frustrated.

„ (b) Terneuzen can now take one 22*6" ship and 
4 to 6 smaller ones each daylight tide. Ghent 
has three 25* 6", 37 20* to 25*6*', and 16 14'7“ 
berths available, but subject to the above 
mentioned locking limitations at Terneuzen.
(c) Two moored mines were cut in the Schelde.

2(a) Four possible U-Boat scents were followed 
up and hunted, but without material results.

^ (b) A further cross-Channel petrol-line, "Hais 
8” , is now in operation between Dungeness and 
Boulogne.

3. GLACE BAY, frigate, attacked a hopeful 
contact east of Queenstown, but brought no 
evidence to the surface.

Foreign Stations 
North Atlantic
4. The cruiser EURYALUS, escorting H.R. H. the 
Duke of Gloucester and party in the RIMUTAKA, 
left Gibraltar early this morning for Malta.

Mediterranean
/ 5. The Army’s assault on the north side of

Piraeus Harbour began today and is proceeding 
successfully, despite heavy S.A. fire by the 
rebels.

/Mine
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Mine Depots.

Dardanelles.

Operation 
"Robson".

Trincomalee.

AQUITANIA.

514
22.12.1944.
Friday.

SITUATION REPORT

Mediterranean - Contd.
I 6. The Admiralty concur in a proposal from the 
C. in G. Mediterranean, that Malta Mine Depot 
can be reduced to a care and maintenance basis 
and that Haifa Mine Depot be retained for the 
maintenance of stocks for the East.

7. Minesweeping in the Dardanelles has been 
delayed by weather, and six day's sweeping is 
required for its completion.

East Indies
t8. Force 67 (see December 17) returned to 
Trincomalee today from Operation "Robson", an 
air strike on the 20th on the harbour, ware
houses, railway yards, and oil installations 
at Belawan Deli (east coast of Sumatra).

• 9. Admiral Mountbatten proposes to the Chiefs 
of Staff that Trincomalee should be developed 
as a first class naval base. It has grown up 
on no balanced overall plan, and has many 
disadvantages.

America and West Indies
10. The troopship AQUITANIA was unable to 
sail from New York today as scheduled owing to 
the action of the local W.S.A. authorities in 
diverting necessary oil fuel.
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War Diary,

BI8HOPDALE.

SITUATION REPORT

22.12.1944.
Friday.

Australia and New Zealand
11. A.C.N.B. reports that the Australian R.F.A. 
BISHOPDALE was damaged in No. 3 wing tank and 
had her pump room flooded on December 14 as a 
result of an enemy aircraft making a suicide 
crash on her in Leyte Gulf. She had one killed 
and three injured.



MOST SECRET

516
War Diary* 22.12.1944. 

Friday.____
HOMS COMMANDS.

Policy.
Naval ratings An announcement will be made on the 9 o'clock news 
to transfer tonight Friday and in the Press tomorrow to the
to Army. effect that re-inforcements are being provided for

the Army by various measures including a small 
proportion of transfers from the Navy.
(2nd S.L. 221913A to Home and Abroad.)

Movements.
DIDO. Intend sailing DIDO p.m. 27th December by searched

channel route to Scapa H.T.D. May Island 1800/27th 
3.0.A. 25 knots. E.T.A. 0045/28th Hoxa Gate 0130/ 
28th.

(2) DIDO is to request light as required.
(3) Mails to Scapa after first delivery 27th December.
(C* in C. Rosyth 221330 to C. in C. H.F., A.C.O.S.)

A.F.Ds. 37 A.N.C.X.F. (Main) 191223 A.F.D. 50 is at present in 
and 50. full use at Southampton and this requirement will

continue for some time. A.M. 141910 refers.
As it is understood A.F.D. 50 will be required for 
service abroad (A.M. 011628 November refers) it is 

proposed that A.F.D. 37 or a similar dock should replace A.F.D.
50 at Southampton.
Both docks cannot be accepted at Southampton at the same time.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 221535A to Admty.)

SUTTON. SUTTON reduced to reserve category G at Falmouth,
today 22nd Decern be r.
(F.O.I.C. Falmouth 221557A to Admty.)

A.F.D. 20, N.O.I.C. Liverpool is requested to sail following 
STARLING, ships to arrive Greenock 29th December to form
MAGPIE. escort of A.F.D. 20 to Gibraltar. STARLING (3.0.)

MAGPIE, NORTHERN REWARD, HOME GUARD.
(2) Destinations on completion of escort are (a) 
STARLING, MAGPIE on passage to E.F. after gunnery 

practices. A.M. 031735 refers* (b) Trawlers to Liverpool.
(3) A.M. 222128 November N.O.I.C. Greenock 221108 refer.
(c. in C. W.A. 222240A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool, F.O.G.M.A.)

Operations. 
North 3ea»

Patrols. Patrol tonight Friday 1 LUDL07/, 2 COTSY/OLD, 3
VIMY, 4 BLENCATHRA, 5 PUFFIN, 6A WIDGEON.
(2) 12 TORRINGTON, 14 WALPOLE, 16 CURZON with 
coastal force from Ostend. 18 KITTIWAKE, 19 
RIOU, HAMBLEDON.

(3) Escort for T.A.M. 26 BLEA3DALE and ADMIRAL HASTINGS. r&v/btfAV
(4) CAICOS will be carrying out operation "Alphabet."
(5) Coastal force patrol F.C. 4 2 M.T.B. Z.19. F.C* 5 2 M.T.B. 17

/ F . C . 6...
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HOMS COMMANDS.

Operations.
North Sea.
F.C. 6 2 M.T.B. 15. F.C. 7 2 M.T.B. 13. F.C. 8 
2 M.T.B. 11. F.B. 1 2 M.T.B. 9. F* B. 6 2 M.T.B. 3- 
F.B. 7 2 M.L. 53. Buoy F.A. 2, 3, 4 M.T.B. MVLL 
1417. F.C. 1 4 M.T.B. FJY/S 3921. F.B. 2 2 M.T.B. 
FJWS 2100. F.A. 8 4 M.T.B. FJY/S 2415. F.B. 3 6
M.T.B. MVZA 2527, WS 5550. F.G. 2, 3, 4 M.T.B. 
Patrol 16.
(C. in C. Nore 221051A to lore Command.)

N.O.I.C. Antwerp's 071814 and 190830 request salvage 
vessels be sailed to Temeuzen as follows:- 
LIFELINE in B.T.C. 13. FOREMOST 17 in B.T.C. 14. 
FOREMOST 18 in B.T.C. 15.
Vessels will be in St. Helens Roads at 1400 on 
22nd, 23rd, 24th December respectively.
(S.O.V.X.F. 221137 to C. in C- Portsmouth.)

Your 211915. Concur.
O.P. (F) to ‘ (V.A. Dover 221258A to A.N.C.X.F.)
be under V.A.
Dover only.

Situation 
report Naval

Cositintrep No. 262 part 4. 
• Discharged by sea - 24 hour period ending 1600A/21

British
December: - 

Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk Pol
Antwerp 43

Incl. coal 
7 ,*769 113

Os tend 23 - 4,216 8,690
Boulogne - - - -
Dieppe - - 1,103 -
Caen - - 756 -
Ghent - - 399 -

Calais — — —

Total 23 43 14,243 8,803
U.3. North 
Antwerp 12,532
Cherbourg 2,103 657 5,010 1,827
Le Havre 4,067 157 6,836 1,526
Rouen 563 209 6,246 -

Granville - — 796 —
Total 6,733 1,023 31,420 3,353
(3.H.A.E.F. 221425A to Admty.)

Y/ar Diary.

Patrols. 
(Contd.)

Salvage 
vessels to 
Temeuzen.

S.N.O.B.

/E-Boat
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Operations.
North Sea - Contd.
Have surface radar contact bearing 297° 5 miles my 
position 314 Ostend I 4.5 miles.
(WALPOLE 222045A to Nore W/T.)
Plot N.R. L One. Course 000° speed 30 knots.
Am attacking with torpedoes am engaging E-Boats. 
(Unit F.L.l 222050 to Nore W/T.)

E-Boats driven off in general Northerly direction.
(WALPOLE 222050 to Nore W/T.)

Plot N.R.I.B. 3 E-Boats in position 325° Ostend 9 miles» 
course 235° speed 30 knots.

(Unit F.G.l 222100 to Nore W/T.)
Plot N.R.L One. Enemy position 320° Ostend 21.5 miles.

Course 000° speed 30 knots. Contact faded.
(Unit F.L.l 222101A to Nore W/T.)
Position of enemy 320° Ostend 20.5 miles course 345° s seed 

28 knots.
(WALPOLE 222102A to Nore W/T.)
4 E-Boats in position 330° Ostend 16 miles.
(Unit F.G. 3 222112 to Ostend W/T.)
Plot N.R. IB. Unit F.G. 3 engaging 5 E-Boats course 300°• 
(Unit F.G. 1 222118A to Nore W/T. )
Plot N.R.,H One C* Unit F.G. 2 engaging 3 E-Boats course 330° 
(Unit F.G. 1 222130A to Nore W/T. )
Am engaging E-Boats.
(Unit F.G. 1 222148 to Nore W/T.)
Action report night 22/23 December.

Radar contact of 6 E-Boats gained at 2037 course and speed 180°
20 knots in position 313° Ostend 21.5.
E-Boats were illuminated and driven ea3t into WALPOLE who engaged 
closely and drove them off to northward. Furthest south position 
of E-Boats was 112 N.F. 6 buoy 3^ miles speed 30 knots. Consider 
minelaying impossible.

(TORRINGTON 222253A to C. in C- Nore.)
E-Boats have probably been in channel between N.F. 7 buoy 

and 2° 59’ E. ana between O.D. 1 ana N.F. 8 buoy. Request this 
part of channel may be swept for moored mines and ground mines by 
as many sweepers as can be spared from Ostend as early as possible 
tomorrow Saturday. Traffic is being diverted to northward. 18th 
M.3.F. will also be sweeping in the area.

(C. in C» Nore 222311A to Com. Belgium, N.O.I.C. Ostend.)

E-Boat
sorties.

Operations.
Channel.

Dieppe status Dieppe reduced to R.N.O. status 0800 today Friday 
reduced to 22nd December under command of Lt. Car. J.J.3. Yorke
R.N.O. D.S.C., R.N.

(N.O.I.C. Dieppe 220801 to F.O.B.A.A.)

Possible Am now investigating a good contact in position
U-Boat. 050° 06’ N. 001° 21* 30" W. Retaining MELBREAK,

LOCH 3HIN and PORTCHESTER CASTLE. Detaching re
mainder your 220903A.
(E.G. 30 220935A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

/P0RTCHE3TER...

*
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Operations.
Channel.
P0RTCHE3TER CASTLE has attacked twice with Squid. 
My 220935 refers. Traces of oil.
(3.O.E.G. 30 221037A to C. in C» Portsmouth.) 
Contact was lost after MELBREAK attacked with 
depth charges at 11 hours 08A in 050° 05' 30" N. 
001° 22’ 30" W. PEVENSEY CASTLE and PORTCHE3TER 
CASTLE hunting.
(S.O.E.G. 50 221233A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

My 211437 and 211445, Schnorkel observed projecting 2 ft. above 
surface by all bridge personnel range 3000 yards. Dived at 
2000 asdic contact obtained at 1,600 yards. Consider accurate 
attack carried out with1 6 Squid charges. Last course U-Boat on 
attack 070° contact held out to 1,400 yards then lost and not 
regained. No depth was obtained by 147.
(LOCH SHIN 221600 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Possible 
U-Boat. 
(Contd.)

Situation 1000A/22nd*
(1) BENTLEY, GORE patrolling in accordance with 
your 211518. GARLIE3, CAPEL proceeding in 
accordance with your 211520. AFFLECK in contact.
My 212148 refers.
(2) Contact giving echo sounder traces probably U- 

boat* A/S conditions difficult* Continuing attempt to raise 
evidence other than oil which succeeded every attack*
(3) Your 220044A. Non sub. number 13 fix definitely in position 
049° 55’ 08" N. 003° 04* 46" W.
(S.O.E.G. 1 221012A to C. in C* Plymouth.)

Have attacked stationary contact with hedgehog in position 
49° 56.8' N. 02° 44* V/. 1 bomb exploded at 30 feet but indica
tions are that this was a freak premature. Prevailing conditions 
wind across tide rendered echo sounding runs extremely difficult, 
but one result obtained suggests wreck non submarine height 60 ft.
Am continuing Gamma and intend re-identifying wreck when conditions 
improve.
(2) Your 221731 AFFLECK and BENTLEY will carry out these checks, 
but GARLIE3 fitted Q.H. may have re-affirmed my 201829 en route 
position D today. Further signal will be made.

(S.O.E.G. 1 222020A to C. in C« Plymouth.)

Second
possible
U-Boat.

Third possible Proceed forthwith to investigate disappearing 
U-Boat* radar contact reported by A/C 49.45 N. 03.12 W.

Callsign MFR 80 and "Love you George". Will home 
on 385 k/cs.
(C* in C. Plymouth 221122A to E.G. 1.)

Patrols. My 221234. Act as additional escort to 2 L.S.Is.
escort 3T0CKHAM, codeword "Barometer" from H.8 to 
58E Buoy.
(2) On arrival 58E Buoy anti-snort patrol areas 
limits below

(3) LOCH SHIN 00° 40’ 01° 48* W. 49° 54’ 49° 48’.

/(*)••
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Operations.
Channel.

Patrols. 
(Contd.)

(4) WATCHMAN 00° 30' W. parallels 49° 42’ 49°
30' line 330 from 49° 30’ 01° 00' W.
(C« in C* Portsmouth 221256A to LOCH SHIN, 
WATCHMAN.)
(A) Night 22/23 patrol 32, 5 miles each side 002° 

15* W» by Sunderlands. Day 23rd patrol between H Channel and 
Kansas Channel by Swordfish and patrol 32 by Liberators.

838 Squadron KPW 842 Squadron TRJ 
C» in C* Portsmouth 221718A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force.)

Day patrols 23rd. Ships 2 miles apart search area limits{S’
given.
(2) Area Q.4 miles each 3ide H Channel 49° 48' to 50° 30' divided 
3 sections by 50° 00' 50° 15'.
(3) PEVENSEY CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE.
Q. south. (4) CAI3T0S CASTLE, P0RTCHE3TER CASTLE.
Q.centre East side. (5) M.T.Bs.
Ordered Q centre west wide. (6) ANTHONY, CROIX DE LORRAINE.
Q. north. (7) LOCH SHIN, WATCHMAN.
02° 10’ 01° 49’ W. 50° 30* 50° 18'.
(8) All ships anti-gnat zig-zag.
(9) Orders for LAUNCESTON CASTLE follow.
(C* in C. Portsmouth 221801A to Portsmouth A/3 Patrol Force.)

"Hais eight” line operational and pumping spirit. 
(S.N.O. Pluto 221416 to C- in C. Portsmouth, 
A.N.C.X.F., S.H.A.E.F., Admty.)

Intend sailing 17th E.G. from Rockabill area to 
Plymouth at about 1700A December 23rd in 
accordance with your 211045A.
(T.C. Rockabill 221437A to C. in C. Plymouth*)

In contact with submarine in position 50° 09*
0” N. 02° 02’ 06” W. attacking with depth charges* 
(M.T.B. 737 221630 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
Am attacking contact with depth charges position 
50° 02' N. 02° 02' W.
(M.T.B. 760 221654 to F.O.I.C. Portland.)

My 221654 contact lost. Am carrying out ”3cabbard”. Neither 
move nor doppler nor echo sounding trace obtained.
(66 M.T.B.F. 221800 to N.O.I.C. Portland.)

My 221630 contact lost in position 50° 7.3’ N. 02° 3.7* W» 
Carrying out operation "Scabbard” in company M.T.B. 760 and 752. 
Last known course of submarine north estimated speed 3 knots.
Not very good trace. Change of doppler depth of submarine 150 ft. 

(M.T.B. 737 221820A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
Have met M.T.Bs. who report not in contact. Contact now 

classified as doubtful intend box search in this area until 
complying with your 221256.

(LOCH SHIN 221909A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Cross 
Channel 
pipe-line.

E.G. 17.

Fourth
possible
U-Boat.

/Te rmin at i on •.
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F rid ay .

O p e ra t io n s .

Channel -  Conta.

P ropose term in a tin g  N .D .B .S . betw een Newhaven and 
Dieppe O O O lA /lst January.
(C* in  C. Portsm outh 221712A to  A .N .C .X .F .)

O p e ra t io n s .

V /estern A pproach es.
/

GLACE BAY in  c o n ta c t  in  p o s i t i o n  5 1 .4 7  N. 0 7 .2 0  
V/. r e p o r ts  d e f in i t e  movement WHITBY in  company. 
GLACE BAY a tta ck ed  w ith  hedgehog and dep th  ch arge . 
(S .O .E .G . C. 4 222218A to  C. in  C. W .A .)
My 222218A. GLACE BAY l o s t  c o n ta c t  2307A a f t e r  

th ree  a t ta c k s . R eports  1 s t  two a tta ck s  marked movement very  
l i t t l e  d o p p le r  th ir d  a tta ck  h a rd ly  any movement, s l i g h t  d o p p le r . 
Ordered to  ca r ry  out ob serv a n t and r e jo in  convoy i f  c o n ta c t  
n o t  re g a in e d . BOY/MANVILLE in  company. V/HITBY has r e jo in e d  convoy 
(S .O .E .G . C. 222349A to  C. in  C. W .A .)

19th E.G. On com p le tion  o f  e x e r c is e s  at Larne p.m . 23rd
December fo l lo w in g  are o rd e rs  f o r  19th E.G. 
fa )  P roceed  to  Bangor Bay f o r  f u e l .
(b ) S a i l  as co n v e n ie n t on 24th December towards 

L on g sh ip s , thence as o rd ered  by C. in  C. Plymouth t o  r e l i e v e  1 st  
E*Gr#
(2 ) S .O . 19 th  E.G. is  to  s ig n a l  R/V f o r  GOODALL and L. IN3H to  J o in  
croup from  L iv e r p o o l.
(3 )  A u th o r it ie s  con cern ed  are req u ested  to  s a i l  sh ip3 as n e ce ssa ry  
t o  com p ly ,
(4 ) On r e l i e f  by 19th  E .G . C. in  C. Plymouth is  re q u e s te d  t o  
s a i l  1 s t  E .G . to  B e lfa s t  t o  la y  o v e r .
(C . in  C. W.A. 222335A to  N .O .I .C . L a rn e .)

T erm in ation  
o f  N .D .B .S . 
Newhaven- 
D ieppe.

P o s s ib le
U -B oat.
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O p e r a t io n s ,
Norway,

O p e ra t io n  Ramose V in ta g e  f u r t h e r  p o s tp o n e d , E .T .D . now 0100A
" S .C ,H 23 rd  D ecem ber,

(N .O .I .C . L e rw ic k , 220125A to  A .C .O .S .)

S.O .S/M  P ro p o se  t o  t r a n s f e r  o p e r a t i o n a l  c o n t r o l  o fL erw ick  t o  su b m arin e s  to  S .O . S /lls  L erw ick  o n  3 0 th  D ecem ber,o p e r a te  From t h i s  d a te  S .O , Q /llis  L erw ick  to  be r e s p o n s ib len o r th e r n  f o r :su b m a r in e s , ( a ) S u b m arin es o n  p a t r o l  t o  th e  n o r th  and e a s t  o f  B r i t i s h  I s l e s ,(B) S u b m arin es on p a s s a g e  i n  O rkneys and S h e t la n d s  Command A rea A .F .O .S . 2/1+2+ p a r a .  17 (A) n o te  3 and 2+.S/M N ine t o  re m a in  r e s p o n s ib le  f o r  su b m arin e s  on p a s s a g e  i n  y o u r 
2 6 130 7  Nov, r e f e r s .( S A  9 ,  221135A to  F.O . Q /M )

O p e ra t io n  "V .P . " In te n d  c a r r y in g  o u t  V .P . 77 '1 ) 0300A /23rd  D ecem ber.2) Not l a t e r  2100A /23rd D ecem ber. 3; Not l a t e r  0 9 00 A /2 7 th  D ecem ber, to w ard  Noss Head n o t m ore 20 k n o ts ,  l a t e r  p .m . 2 7 th  D ecem ber.278°Not No.
No.098° Noss Head B re s s a y .

(U

,2+
, 56
78.9 ;N .O .I .C . L e rw ic k , 2215U7A to  A .C .O .S .)(1 )  098° from  Noss Head n o t m ore th a n  20 k n o ts  My 22152+7A. 

059® 2*1 * N. , 005° 0 5 ' E.B lank*(N .O .I .C . L e rw ic k 2 2 1 5 4 9 A  to  A .C .O .S .)I n te n d  to  c a r r y  o u t V .P . 7k+0305A /23rd  December*Not l a t e r  th a n  2100A (? 2 3 rd )  D ecem ber.Not l a t e r  th a n  0 9 (? 0 0 )A /2 7 th  December*238° to w ard  N oss Head n o t m ore 20 ( ? k n o t s ) .Not l a t e r  th a n  p .m . 2 7 th  D ecem ber.
No.No.058° N oss Head B re s s a y .
No.(N .O .I .C . L e rw ic k , 221551A to  A .C .O .S .)My 221551A. (1 )  058° from  Noss Head n o t m ore th a n  20 k n o ts .
0 6 l 0 2+5' N. , 002+0 2+3' E .Blank#( N .o I l .C .  L e rw ic k , 221553A to  A .C .O .S .)In te n d  c a r r y in g  o u t  V .P . 75*0310A /23rd  Dec.N ot l a t e r  th a n  2100A/23**d D ecem ber.
Not l a t e r  0 9 0 0 A /2 7 th  D ec.22+9° to w ard  N oss Head n o t more th a n  20 k n o ts .
Not l a t e r  p .m . /2 7 th  D ecem ber.
No.No.069° Noss Head B re s s a y .
No.(N .O .I .C . L e rw ic k , 221557A t o  A .C .O .S .)

( I I

12
3
2+:■i
78

[9

/M y .. .
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Operations.
Norway.

My 221557A. 1. 069° from Noss Head not more than
20 knots.
2. 06l° 10’, 004° 30’ E. 3. Blank.
(N.O. I.C. Lerwick, 221559A to A.C.O. S.)

VENTURER is to leave patrol so as to pass through 
59° 12’ N., 0i+° 0 8 ’ E. at about 2359 26th thence
by reverse of outward route to Lerwick diving by 
day until passing 01° E. thereafter on the surface 
at C.O’s discretion.
(S.9,22l603A to VENTURER).

Operations.

Northern Waters.
Intend following operations conducted by C.S. 10
(1) Object safe passage of convoys J. W. 63 and 
R.A. 63 between U.K. and North Russia.
(2) D-day is day J.W. 63 sails from Loch Ewe. Date 

and route in ray 22092U. Codeword in my 220916.
(3) Forces taking part (a) DIADEM and VTNDEX (b) Fleet destroyers 
MYNGS (Capt. (D) 23) SCORPION, SERAPHIS, SCOURGE, SAVAGE, 
ALGONQUIN, SIOUX, STORD, ZAMBESI ZEBRA. (c) Western Approaches 
Escort. 7th and 8th Escort Groups total 9 ships.
(d) Local escort. Russian warship operating from Kola as 
arranged by 3. B.N.0. N. Russia.
(1+) Preliminary movement. S.Os. concerned are requested to order 
preliminary movements as follows. Escorts proceeding Loch Ewe 
should arrive in daylight if possible.
(a) Western Approaches destroyers concerned of 7th and 8th escort 
groups to arrive Skaalefiord by D-day to fuel.
(b) Sloops and Corvettes concerned of 7th and 8th escort groups 
to arrive Loch Ewe by D minus 1.
(c) C.S. 10 in DIADEM to attend convoy conference at Loch Ewe on 
D-day then return to Scapa.
(d) Capt. D.23 in MYNGS with 3 other fleet destroyers to arrive 
Loch Ewe by D minus 1. Destroyers to fuel.
(5) A. C.O.S. is requested to sail R. F.A. BLUE RANGER to arrive 
Skaalefiord by a.m. D minus 1.
(6) J.W. 63 is to sailfrom Loch Ewe p.m. D day escorted by k  Fleet 
destroyers and sloops and corvettes of 7th and 8th escort groups 
under Capt. (D) 23. Route "Red” unless otherwise ordered. All 
ships should be capable of 10 knots.
(7) C.S.10 will proceed from Scapa on D plus 1 with DIADEM, VINDEX 
and remaining 6 Fleet destroyers so as to join convoy J.W. 63 
about 63° N., a.m. D plus 2.
(8) Western Approaches destroyers are to proceed as necessary from 
Faeroes escorting BLUE RANGER and join convoy J. W. 63 about 63° N. 
a.m. D plus 2.
(9) No.18 Group C.C. is requested to provide A/S air escort as 
far northwards as practicable for both outward and homeward 
convoy if situation permits.
(10) S.B. N. 0. N. Russia is requested to sail R.A. 63 as seon as 
practicable after arrival of J.W.63. Route ’’Blue'' unless other
wise ordered.

Operation 
"V.P. » 
(contd).

Patrol

Convoy 
J. W. 63.

/(H)...
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Operations.
Northern Waters.

Convoy (11) If alterations are necessary to convoy route
J.W. 63. they will be ordered with reference to lettered
(contd). positions on route "Red” and ’•Blue”.

, (12) Attention is drawn to N.R. 0.1. article
142 (D) (E) and (F).

(13) Movements on completion unless otherwise ordered (a) Western 
Approaches escorts return to W.A. bases (b) DIADEM, VINDEX and 
Fleet destroyers return to Scapa.
(14) Admiralty inform*Admiral Archer as necessary. C. in C. 
Rosyth pass to 18 Group.
(C. in C. H.F. , 2209024A to Admty and authorities concerned).
♦No passing action being taken by War Registry.

My 220904 para. 2. Codeword ’’Greystoke".
(C. in C. H.F. , 220916a  to Admty. and authorities concerned). 
My 220904 para. 2. D day Saturday 30th December.

2. Route Red through positions :
A. 58° 52’ N. , 05° 36’ w . B. 059*> 27 ' N. , 04° 24' W
C. 62° 00’ N. , 04° 20’ w . D. 72° 23’ N. , 09° 10’ E
E. 73° 17' N. , 16° 40’ E. F. 73° 07’ N. , 23° 45' E
G. 72° 58’ N. , 30° 00' E. H. 71° 50’ N. , 36° 50’ E.
MU 69° 49’ N. , 35° 34’ E.
3. Route Blue from MU through positions:
J. 71° 45f N., 35° 40’ E. F. 73° 07' N. 23° 45’ E.
K. 71° 45' N. , 12° *40* E. thence C, B and A as above.
(C. in C. H.F. , 220924A to Admty. and authorities concerned).

Delete position MU on both routes in my 220924 and substitute 
position MX 69° 31' N. , 35° *40’ E.

(C. in C. H. F. , 221224A to Adraty. and authorities concerned)

E.G.4 BENTINCK, BYARD, CALDER leave patrol to arrive
Scapa l600A/23rd for 48 hours stand off, to sail 
p.m. December 25th. It is anticipated remainder 
of group will be ordered into Scapa p.m. 24th to 

sail p.m. December 26th. On arrival ships are to fuel and collect 
orders from Cmdre. (D) H.F.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 221051A to S.O.E. G. 4) •

Norwegian
relief
craft.

Norwegians now request that motor fishing ships 
may proceed to Kola Inlet.
(S. B.N.O. N. Russia, 221717A to C. in C. Rosyth).

Stores 
discharged 
from ships in 
R.A.62.

Your 212210. From British controlled ships 26f 
tons, 17f tons from American controlled ships. 
Total 44?
(S. B.N.O. N. Russia, 221931A to Admty).

Convoy FORT CREVECOEUR has been allocated for Sea Trans-
J.W.64 port Service and will load in Manchester for J.W.

64 loading to commence about 8th January completing 
28th January.
(D.S.T. , 222154A to P.S.T.O. N.W. Ports).
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Mining..

Sweeping Operation "Calendar".
in  Schelde. (1 ) Sweeping today Friday 22nd December S.A-L.L.

(A) N..F.13 to N.F. 18 E.G. M.S. P.L. N.F. 13 to N.F. 
18 on 10 second p u lse . Modify L in creasin g  N. F. 13 
N.F. 18 Oropesa.

(A) N.F. 13 «- N.F. 18. (B) Area ou tside  channel between N.F. 15
and N.F. 17 .
( 2) 2 moored mines, one north and one south o f  channel between 
N.F. 15 and l 6 , 2 cables and 1* cables ou tside  re sp e c tiv e ly .
(3 ) Surveying continued.
(k )  N il.
(5 ) M. M. S. 175» B.Y.M.S. 2051» M.F.V’ s 1027, 107k.
(Capt. M.S.F.A. , 221837A to C. in  C. Nore).

Enemy In te ll ig e n c e .

Enemy 
movements 
in  Southern 
B a lt ic .

Para. A. I t  
Sperrbrecher. 
to jo in  KOLN

Quest December 22nd.
(A) lOl+l cru iser be lieved  NtJRNBERG accompanied by 
1+000 ton transport p o s it io n  55° 3 1 ’ N. , 15* 01+ E. 
course 015°»
(B) lOkk target ship HESSEN course 120° 2 MAAS c l  
destroyers course 201° 55.39 N. , 15*18 E.
(N.A. Stockholm, 221717 to Admty).

is  p o ss ib le  that vesse ls  may be NuRNBERG and a 
I f  so NURNBERG may be proceeding to  Oslo Fiord 

and EMDEN or to  r e lie v e  one o f  these v esse ls .

Port F a c i l i t ie s .

Ternuzen C ositin trep  No. 262 Part I I  Naval,
and Ghent. Terneuzen. Maximum acceptable draught 22' 6" 

M.H.W.N. 21+*, M.H.W.S. in creasin g  to  25 ’ 6" at 
both springs and neaps a fte r  dredging. Port has 7 

L iberty  and 2 coaster berths but is  lim ited  in  movements by 
lock s to  one ship o f  maximum draught and fou r to  s ix  sm aller ships 
each daylight t id e .
2. Ghent. Subject to  lock in g  lim ita tion s  o f  Terneuzen, port 
has three berths at 25' 6" draught. 37 berths between 20’ and 25’ 
6" ,  10 at 11+' 7M and fu rth er s ix  at 11+’ 7" ou tside  m ilita ry  port 
area.
(A.N .C.X.F. , 222351A to Admty)•

C asualties & D efects.

L .C .I .(L ) When on passage from Troon to  Oban on ll+th Dec.
250. L .C .I .(L ) 250 grounded on G laseilan , Sound o f

Is la y .
2. Craft has been salvaged and towed to Rothesay. 

3. Follow ing is  report o f  known damage;
(A) Compartments flood ed , one forward, one a f t ,  one port side  
abreast engine room.
(B} Bottom badly corrugated chine angle s l ig h t ly  damaged.(c) A ll engine room machinery and steerin g  gear have been 
submerged.
(D) Craft is  f lo a t in g  on bulkheads at 12 and 9* S tations and can 
be towed in f in e  weather.
1+. Request repa ir  port be a llo ca te d .
(R .A .L.S.C .U . , 221009 to Admty). /s s ...
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Casualties & Defects. - Contd.
Sailed 2212*45 LEOPOLDVILLE with 1210 U.S. Army 
troops aboard. Escorted by ̂ ILDEGRAVE. Expected 
time of arrival Nab 222101 sailed 2212*39 for 
Portland U.S. L.S.Ts. 54, 372, 356,expected time 
of arrival 230559.

« (Cousnab Havre, 221602 to C. in C. Portsmouth). 
Shinning & Convoys
Reference Number EX 7732*9* Following analysis of 
vessels nominated for delivery at Antwerp and 
arrivals at that port is brought to the attention 
of all sailing authorities with the object of 

eliminating a source of delay which owing to current bad weather 
conditions is now being reflected in the loss of discharge
capacity at 

A.
Antwerp*

B. C. D.
Date Outstanding Number of Ocean Number of Ocean

Nominations Stores ships Stores ships
advised to arrivals for nresent.

6th Dec.

sailing
authorities.

16

dates stated.

6 557th Dec. 13 1 56
8th Dec. 11 0 559th Dec. 11 0 5310th Dec. 11 0 52

11th Dec. 23 0 50
12th Dec. 27 0 48
13th Dec. 30 1 47
14th Dec. 32 1 45
15th Dec. 30 3 45
16th Dec. 27 3 4517th Dec. 22 4 39
18th Dec. 30 1 45
19th Dec. 30 0 39
20th Dec. 30 0 34

War Diary.

SS.
LEOPOLD
VILLE.

Shipping for 
Antwerp.

It was the understanding of this Headquarters that the number of 
daily deliveries to Antwerp permitted by the Port Executive 
Committee would be an average and that deliveries less than this 
average would be made up on a cumulative basis on succeeding days. 
This belief, which has been confirmed by the Officer concerned, 
shared by the U.S. Army Port Commander. Nominations made by the 
Chief of Transportation, this Headquarters were calculated to build 
up the number of Ocean stores ships in the U.S. Sector to a 
maximum of 60, which is the number believed by this office to be 
the minimum with which its port operations can be satisfactorily 
planned, allowing an insurance factor for possible non arrivals 
owing to unfavourable navigational conditions. Unfortunately, the 
fears of this office in this connection are materializing, 
inasmuch as a rapid rate of completion is being realized, at a 
time when deliveries on a compensating basis are literally 
impossible. Accordingly, confirmation is requested that all 
addressees are agreed that clearances for sailings to Antwerp are 
cumulative insofar as is possible. For ready reference, dispatch 
of N.O.I.C. Antwerp index 181520A is now quoted as follows:- 
Further to my 161730. Request 10 U.S. ships be sailed in T.A.M. 3 
and 10 in T.A.M. 24, thereafter 6 ships daily. It is requested 
that immediately weather and other sailing conditions permit as

/many...
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Shipping & Convoys.
Shipping for many as possible of the vessels named in the 
Antwerp. following priority list, each one of which already
(contd.) has been the subject of earlier requests, be

delivered at Antwerp,
JOHN HANSON, CAPE NOME, RAPHAEL SEMMES, JAMES C- 

HAVTLAND, MARK HOPKINS, EDWARD^WHITE, EUGENE FIELD, JOHN CROPPER, 
LLOYD GIBBONS, GEORGE£MERRICK, AMELIA EARHART, FLUOR SPAR, RHUSEL 
ALGER, ALVLN-VDALE, AI£OA VOYAGER, JAMES^WAYNE, GEORGE L. FARLEK, 
CHARLEb^HERTY, ROBERT A.FORBES, F.A.C. MUHLENBRRG, JOSHUA^CHAMBER- 
LAIN, CHARLES ROBINSON. JOHN COULTER, GEORGE POPHAM. NOAH WEBSTER, 
JAMES*JOHN$t\ON, GEORGEXPICKETf, LOUIS MCLANE, WILSONfKEEBE,
EMPIRE BARRTfc,EMPIRE BLESSING.
(Etousa, 220606A to A.N.C.X.F.)

Craft for War Office state that requirement from 21 A.G. for
21 A.G. 14 L.C.M. (3) has been met recently by provision

of 14 sea mules strengthened and converted as 
necessary vide 21 cipher S.D.7510 dated 24th 

November and these craft have been shipped. Request confirmation 
that this requirement is not duplicated in your 171034A.
(Head of M., 220654A to A.N.C.X.F.)

EMPIRE Subject to your concurrence it is intended to
CUTLASS. withdraw EMPIRE CUTLASS from ’•Overlord" forces

and take her in hand for conversion to White 
Ensign L.S.I.(L) concurrently with repairs to 
recent mine damage.
(Admty., 221300A to A. N.C.X.F. )

Burning of 
navigation 
lights in 
Channel.

In view of suspected u-boat activity in English 
Channel, attention of all Masters is to be called 
to A.G.M. 948A and 949 A, governing the burning of 
navigation lights in the English Channel. Failure 
to comply with these regulations endangers not only 
the offending ships, but all ships in convoy.
(C. in C.Nore, 222125A to Com. Southend,
N.C.S.Os. Humber, Ramsgate).

/
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North Atlantic

AG/AC 52/22nd December C/220 left T.G.27.4 at 
1912/21st position 39.18 N. 23.45 W. course 
246° T speed 7^8 knots. C/220 left U.S.S. FOGG 
section at 1715/21 position 40.30 N. 21.40 W. course 
235° speed 2-3 knots.
(247 Group, 220100Z to 15 Group).
Supplementing my 211145Z?, acoustic torpedo 

struck from starboard side in propellers approx, frame 165. All 
compartments aft of frame 113 ruptured and flooded. Bulkhead 
frame 113 holding. No further settling and riding well, but 
main deck cracking at frame 125 with sections aft of this point 
working. S^ern section may break away. Removing all out 
skeleton crew to stand by ships. Considered that there is 
a fair chance of stern section breaking clean if it goes. All
possible damage control efforts have been exerted. Jettison bill 
has been executed aft including removal of all ordnance aft 
frame 113. Upon arrival Horta will be necessary drydock and cut 
away or repair stern section before proceeding farther.
Considered necessary replace hull ordnance and fitting aft frame 
113 before ship can be put back in service. P.C.and S. 0800Z/22 
Dec. 40.20 N. 23.18 W. 235, 5*5.
Weather 7781 3133.
(U.S.S.FOGG, 221220Z to Cominch, C.T.G.27.4).

R/V. effected with SALVONIA 39.58 N. 24.04 W. 1530Z.
(FOGG, 221800Z to F.O.G.M.A.).
L.S.T.359 torpedoed at 1030Z/20th 42.04 N. 19.08 W.

FOGG torpedoed at 1151Z while proceeding to attack. LEE FOX 
until 16.48 and IRA JEFFERY until 2035 assisted by planes from 
Azores conducted search. Results negative then relieved by 
C.T.G.27.5. L.S.T.359, 2 enlisted missing 98 enlisted including
4 injured and 7 officers survived. FOGG reported 14 missing 4 
injured all inlisted. Survivors of L.S.T.359 and 63 enlisted 
from FOGG including all injured now in Mattele. FOGG now 
beong towed by CHINABERRY and L.T.643. L.C.Ts. 419 and 542 
SALVONIA who joined 22nd from Azores in company in case rescue 
needed. IRA JEFFERY escorting group to Horta. L.S.T.359 broke 
in two at 1752Z and believed sunk. C.T.G.27.4 in LEE FOX with 
convoy. Estimate cross 30° west at l600Z/23rd.

(C.T.G.27.4, 221835Z to S.B.N.O. Azores, F.O.G.M.A.).

FOGG
(torpedoed 
20/12). 
L.S.T.359 
sunk.

U.S.S. KIOWA and JOHN BANVARD depart Praia at 
0500Z 22 to R/V in accordance with C.T.G. 27.4’s 
212225. Your 211756 refers.
(2) Ships will be escorted ty KINGSTON AGATE call 
sign "Strawberry” communication constant watch on 
2150 kcs. Loudspeaker R/T watch 2410 kcs.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 220130Z to F.O.G.M.A.)
U.S.S. KIOWA towing SS. JOHN BANVARD sailed 

220415Z to join special towing convoy en route Norfolk. Your 
151210. Skeleton crew of 12 on BANVARD.
(Comnav Azores, 221351 to Radio Washington)

At 0500/23 COCOPA breaks off and proceeds Horta from 37*58 N. 
28.50 W. via Q.B.A.122 E.T.A. 0800. Requires 35»000 gallons Navy 
diesel fuel and sludge barge to remove 12,000 gallons B.A.D. fuel. 
When fuelled she sails rejoin towing convoy whose course 271° 
speed 6. All times 11. Guards 21 50 kcs and NSS.
(C.T.G. 27.4, 221740 to N.O.I.C., Horta, Comnavfor, Admty., 
F.O.G.M.A. for Info.)

KIOWA,
JOHN

BANVARD, 
KINGSTON 

AGATE.

/Flight "C" • • •
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North Atlantic - Contd.

Flight My 211307A (Flight "C" -L.C.Q.391) sailed.
"C". (F.O.I.C.Falmouth, 220915A to F.O.G.M.A.).

T.G.27.5 Your 220930 to F.O.G.M.A. and S.B.N.O. Azores
only. Approved to proceed Plymouth. Request 
you report P.C. and S. and route.
(2) Thank you for your excellent co-operation, 

sorry you did not have better luck.
(F.O.G.M.A., 221203 to C.T.G. 27*5).

Navigation All merchant ships are normally to burn 
Lights. navigational lights in the Straits of Gibraltar

and in the Mediterranean eastward of a line drawn 
180° from Tarifa to the Coast of Spanish Morocco, 

and southward of lines drawn as follows:-
(A) (1) Coast of Spain in latitude i+2® N. to (2) b2° N. 10° E. to 
(3) U1° N. to 12® E. to (I4-) Coast of Italy in latitude lj.1® N.
(B) (1) Bari (i|1° 08' N. 16® 52’ E.) to (2) Coast of Albania in 
1+1° 08' N.
(C) (1) Cape Matapan (36® 22' N. 22® 29'. (2) Coast of Albania 
in i+1® 08' N. (3) 3k° 30' N. 30® 00' E. to (U) Coast of Turkey 
in longitude 30° E.
(2) A.G.M. 2933A of 22nd November is cancelled.
(3) This is 3.A.M.S. lettered message "OY" N.C.S.Os. are to 
inform Masters of Merchant Ships.
(1;) C.A.M.S.I. 191/U3 and W.I.M.S. 1, Article 178 will be amended. 
(D.T.D., 222150A to A.G.M. Home and Abroad 9I4A).
ST.MARGARETS Intend to sail Cable ship ST. MARGARETS atl600/Dec.

23rd to Malta.
2. (A) 11. 3. Basic Eastbound. 4. 1200/Dec. 27th.
6. (ROJTHR) (As received) 334. 7. A.

(F.O.G.M.A., 221711A, to V.A. Malta).

South Atlantic
<V/est A.M. 152H53 ana 200353 concerning stay tubes

Africa and boiler tube ferrules refer to "probable
Escort progressive reduction of West African Escort
Forces. Forces until end of hostilities with Germany".

This is first intimation of this policy which 
I earnestly hope is not decided upon. Policy 

here is based on retention of present escort force until the 
end of hostilities with Germany, anything short of which will 
entail shipping in these waters being inadequately defended 
against anticipated resumption of U-Boat activity. The age 
and wear of some of my escort forces and the expected 
increasing desperateness of U-Boat tactics as they come to 
realise their doom will need every effort to keep trade moving 
above water with present forces available. Assurance is 
requested that my escort forces will be retained at least at 
present strength until U-Boat menace is finished and this policy 
promulgated so that necessary supplies may be kept up.
My 051318 also refers.
(F.O.C.W.Af., 2211U7Z to Admty.).

/ e e l f o r d ...



MOST SECRET

War Diary
FOREIGN STATIONS

530
22.12.19UU.Friday_____

South Atlantic - Contd.
HELFORD, Sailed HELFORD, LULWORTH and DERG in company to
LULWORTH, Kilindini through:-
DERG. (e) 28° 32' S. 32° 31* E. (f) 2U° 52* S.

35° 39' E. (g) 1 6 ° 09’ S. U1° 10' E. (h) 10°
011 S. U1° 57’ E.

(2) S. of A. 12.5 knots. (3) E.T.A. Kilindini 0900Z/28th.
(U) Continuous W/T watch on S.L. shifting to group V at 1U00Z 
25th.
(5) HELFORD and DERG required to arrive Aden by Jan. Uth. 
Commodore Aden's 150829 not to Admiralty and F.O.E.A. refers. 
(Com. Durban, 22151UZ to Admty. etc.).

In discussions between First Lord and Union Prime 
Minister in June leading up to gift of three 
frigates to South Africa, it was emphasised that 
Admiralty’s action was intended to stimulate 
recruiting of personnel to S.A.N.F. General 
Smuts undertook to second to Royal Navy all naval 
recruits in excess of maintenance requirements 

and suggested that a number of trained personnel could be 
released for secondment to Royal Navy by reduction of number of 
small vessels employed for local defence of the Union.
(5)0wirB'to our acute shortage of manpower and in view of the 
reduction oi South African local defence forces, the implementing 
now of General Smuts' suggestion would be most welcome. This 
could best take the form of manning a number of River Class 
frigates which are destined for operations in Eastern Theatre.
(3) Request you will approach South African Government and, if 
this proposal is received favourably, ascertain the number of 
frigates they would wish to man. Also we would like to know the 
st8te of training of intended personnel and whether it is 
desired to send them to U.K. for courses.
( U )  We should prefer that vessels should be lent on terms pro
posed in A.L.M.05tj.67/V+» but failing this we should be content 
for South Africa to accept liability for pay and allowances only. 
(5) In event of South African Government being willing to help 
us in this way request you will report on state of training of 
personnel to be lent, and whether you recommend they should come 
to U.K. for courses.
6) Please inform High Commissioner.
Head of M. Approved 1st Lord, 2216^7A to C. in C.3.A.).

Frigates
for
South
Africa.
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Mediterranean
Following Dardanelles M/S situation.
Progress delayed by weather, 6 days sweeping 
required to complete.
(2) Channel 2 miles wide has been swept with 
centre line from position 039° 44'30" N., 025° 

17’30" E. to 039° 49'32" N., 025s 51*50" E.
(3) If immediate use of Dardanelles is required channel 1 mile 
wide has been searched with centre line joining following 
position:- (a ) 039° 49*32" N., 025° 51'50" E. (B) 039°
53'56" N., 026s OO'OO" E. (c) 039° (?53') 56" N. , 026° 07'
45" S. (D) 040° 01'10" N., 026° 09'54" E.
(4) Q.B.152 has been cleared.
(F.O.L.E.M., 221126B to Admty.)

War Diary.

Dardanelles
Minesweeping.

Swimming 
Saboteur 
at Leghorn.

One specimen your 212101 not to VERNON is 
being despatched by air and one is being 
brought by hand of officer.
(C. in C. Med., 221202 to Admty.)

BIDEFORD. R.A. Alexandria is requested to sail BIDEFORD
as convenient 23rd to Tobruk. N.0.I.C. Tobruk 
sail BIDEFORD escorting NEBOJSCA Y.S.S. to 
area limit for onward routeing to Malta.

N.0.I.C. Tobruk 210936, not to all. Destination of BIDEFCRD 
is U.K. C. in C. Med. 171731 refers.
(F.O.L.E.M., 221226B to R.A. Alex., N.O.I.C. Tobruk.)

Linrep Summary of Ops., Dec. 18 to 20.
No. 215. (A.F. H.Q. , 221345A. )

See Lion Copy.

Shipping for My 191415. Following information received 
Black Sea. from Soviet Naval Staff.

(Adm. Archer, 221401A to Admty.)
See Lion Copy.

Mine Depots. Concur that Malta Mine Depot can be reduced 
to C. and M. basis and that Haifa Depot be 
retained for maintenance of stocks for East. 
Your 131512 refers.

(2) Further signal will be made regarding disposal of surplus stores.
(D.D.O.D. (M), 221757A to C. in C. Med.)

Mitylene. Aegean Sitrep No. 14.
(2) Political L.O. Reports. Mitylene. 18 Dec. 
rifles issued E.L.A.S. Reservists.
(C. in C. M.E. , 222010B to A.F. H.Q. )

/Situation ...
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Mediterranean - Contd.
(l) Gulf of (?Genoa). Allied warships 
operating off Franco-Italian border have 
recently carried several successful bombardments 
(?of) shore objectives. F.F.S. CIMITERRE sank 
human torpedo on 19th (?December) off Cape 

* Ferrat and U.S. Army have found another 
stranded on beach near Menton.
(2) Greece. 21st Dec. was quiet (?at) Piraeus except for 
half hour bombardment by AJAX. Preparation was being made for 
an assault on rebel positions north side of harbour. Average 
daily rate of cargo discharged is 800 tons.
Attitude of Kalamata situation is tense. Liberty men were 
becoming so popular ashore that E.L.A. S. requested METEOR not 
to give shore leave. Counter-measure of opening ship to 
visitors failed as E.L.A.S. guards prevented crowds from 
boarding. A purge is believed to be in progress.
Concentration of caiques was reported at Astakos (?and) 
Dragomesti Bay. EROTEA and coastal craft s ent to investigate 
found nothing but were fired on.
Situation at Mitylene is (?easier) due to arrival of SIRIUS 
and G.S. FRED has been refloated. SS. (?CH)ISWICK is aground 
at Salonika and AURORA is attempting to tow her off.
(C. in C. Med., 222142A.)

War Diary.

Situation 
Report 
No. 513.
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WARNING : This Is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential 

code message and the text must first be paraphrased* If It is essential to 
communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
(♦Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

' “ O.T.P.” are excepted from this rule.)

In/?)
221345A/D©cember

Date 23.12* V**
Fran: A.F.H.Q. ReccU 0130 »CIEKER

Addressed: Yfar Office and LINRSP addressees

280016
FX 72653 cipher 22nd December Sooret.

Cite IHGCT signed Alexander

LINREP number 215. Summary of operations 18th December to
20th December.

1« Ground.
A. eighth Army, 1 Canadian Corps, launched A 2 Brigade attack

North of Bagnacavallo on 19th December, Extremely heavy resistance 
and counter-attacks initially forced the loading elements back to their 
original positions but slight gains were then made. 5 Corps, completely 
occupied Faenza and has advanced, about one and one half miles to the 
north along a 2 mile front west of the town. Elements have also crossed 
the Senio River knd made slight gains 2 miles east of Rillo. 2 Polish 
Corps mopped up in the area northwest of Brisighella and made a slight 
advance northeast of Casola Valsenio.

B, Fifth Aruiy. There have been no changes in position during
this period.

C, A.F.H.Q. Greeoe. Good progress has been made in clearing 
Piraeus and the Athens/Faliron Road. This road, however, is not yet 
open for unarmoured vehicles by day. E.L.A.S. troops overran air 
headquarters Greece at Kifisia and oaptured most of the personnel 
including 3C wounded.

2. Naval. Gulf of Genoa. Allied Force of 5 trawlers and 16
Coastal craft intercepted enemy convoy of one Coaster, 4 aimed lighters 
and 3 R boats at night one half mile from shore near Mesoo point.
Complete tactioal surprise achieved despite very heavy fire from ships 
and shore. Trawlers oarried out determined gun action closing range to
800 yards. Two Lighters and 1 R boat blown up. One lighter seen to
capsize and hits obtained on the Coaster. 3 of our trawlers sustained 
slight damage. Commanding Officer of one wounded. No other oasualties .

Lussin Island, Asino bombarded by destroyers who also engaged motor 
boat west of Canidole Island. 2 explosive motor boats chased by 
coastal craft through C a m s  into Lussin Picollo shore targets bridge over 
canal and E boats berthed inside wero engaged. Four enemy explosive 
motor boats have made ni^it attack at 1st Island. One grounded and blew 
up remainder driven off. Similar boat containing dead German was towed 
into Zara by fishing boat. Local authorities at Sxoenik are being 
helpful and friendly and at Sara although official relations are un-
chanced subordihates proving more helpful. Situation at Vis xs strained.

0 •• /

Adriatic. Combined soa and air attack carried out at

•  •  • •

m
-



Crete. Opening of Port of Heraklion proceeds satisfactory.
^ocal E. L.A.S. are fully co-operative with British authorities and 
behaving admirably. Distribution of relief stores continues.

Greece. At ICalamata Kavallo and Volos evacuation completed. 
Presence of warships in ports particularly those from which troops have 
been withdravni is naving marked, salutary effect and such ships report that., 
situation is quiet. Details of evacuation from ICrionori are now 
available. 802 Officers and men, 4 guns with limbers, 2 Bren Gun 
Carriers, 5 Jeeps, 1 Armoured car, 150 tons equipment taken off under 
heavy mortar fire by Naval foroe of one corvette a whaler, 6 coastal and 
landing craft, aid 12 caiques. 72 vehicles abandoned.

3« Air. Base weather and route weather enabled ii.A»A.F.
strategic heavy bcoibers to operate in strength. Target weather 
necessitated tno use of patnfinder teclinique. Attacks were" made on oil 
refineries at Odertal, Blechliiaammor N and South, Brux and Regensburg in 
Germany, Oswiccim in Poland and moravska, Ostrava in Czechoslovakia.
The Pilzen Skoda works was also attacked. Other forces attached 
marsnalling yards at Vienna, Linz, Rosenheim, Graz Salzburg, Innsbruck, 
Villach in Austria, Scpron in Hungary, and 1 Briber in Yugoslavia. R.A.F. 
heavies and mediums operating by day attacked German motor transport 
columns in the Bioce Hatesevo Kolasin area of Yugoslavia with good results.. 
Supplies of at.,unit ion and. equipment were also flown to Greece each day.

Tactical Air Force was seriously hampered bjr low cloud and fog at 
bases. No medium sortj»es wore flown, Fighters and Fighterbombers 
operated v/henover possible giving good support to Eighth Army by attackin g 
communications in the Po Valley arid in the Brenner Route - gun positions 
and communications in the Spezia-Gonoa area were also attacked.

Coastal Air Force flow shipping reconnaissance, mine spotting 
sorties and air sea rescue sorties*

Balkan Air Force. The main objective v/as enemy transport 
in the Bioce - iiatesevo Kolassin area Yugoslavia which was straffed 
continuously with cannon and rockets and bombed by light bombers. Due to 
the congestion and smoke, assessment of results was difficult. At least 
150 vehicles were destroyed.

4* Enemy. North of Faonza the enemy is conducting fighting
withdrawal from the Laraqne Riv_r in fiar strength while the mobile 
division which arrived last week forms a strong flank guard on the line of 
the railway northwest of Faenza. 4 The enemy's sole armoured Division is 
now out of line aaid possibly in Arty reserve.

General LoiUelson, 14 A n y  Ca.imander at present "commands 10 .‘nrjy 
in place of Colonel-General Victinghoff who is presumably deputising for 
Kesselring. . £

In roar areas the mixed German-Turcoman Division, previously in 
tne Piacenza area is reported to have departed in a north-easterly 
direction, whale a fresh Italian republican division is believed to have - 
arrived in the vicinity of Parma.

221345A
over/
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cx

Note by G» 6t els. Advance oqpy has been passed to Colordal Office.

Received in War Reg. at 1526/25. 
Circulated by W.O* to W.0« Depts. and 
Admiralty

~f% -  I* o »

3.N. 3. (H) 
3.N.S. (?)

1st Lord 
1st S.L. (3) 
D» Ft S. L»
5th S.L.
V. C.N.S. 
A.C.
A .C .
U.W.R.
Ops.(2)Plot
O .D, (5]O.I.C. D.N.I.
14.(2)
C.N.I. C.O.L.3. w.n.
Ad. BlaJce

Advance copy Ops., 0. D.

I
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TOP SECRET IN

W ARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to

persons outside British or Allied Government Services. 
(♦Note ; Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :

/
My 191415. Following information received from 

Soviet Naval Staff.

41 degs. 19* north and on east by meridian of 
29 deg?. 2P* east. Northern and western*limits 
not bounded. ;
Off Odessa bounded on south by parallels of 
46 degs. 10* north on east by meridian of 31 ,’degs. 
25.f e.ast and north and west by coast. *

coast of Turkey to a point latitude 9-1 dogs. 16* 
north longitude 29 degs. 25' east thence direct 
to a position known as approach point inlat.
1+6 degs. 8*lr north long. 31 degs. 26.2-1 east 
thence (?to) area known as waiting area*The limits of which are: .
On the south the parallel of 9-6 degs. 5*north 
on the eust meridian of 31 degs. 9-5* east 
on the north by Tendra Peninsula and on the 
west by meridian of 31 degs, 35' east.

(b) Having embarked pilots ships will proceed from 
waiting area through swept channel to Odessa 
or be led in by patrol cutter if weather prevents 
pilots from embarking. Details of swept cha?mel 
are being furnished.

> •' V ,  * '4« Aids to navigation. ,
(a) Light buoy’at approach point. Characteristics - 

white flash timed period not stated visible four 
miles.

(b) Bcamdrofskaya light position latitude 9-6 degs, 
19.3* north longitude 31 degs. 30.9’ east.
Fixed white light visible 13 miles.

O.T.P.’ are excepted from.this rule.)

From Admiral Archer
22l901A/December.

Date. 23.12.94
I.D.C. (O.T.P,) by Cable. Reed. 1123.

.Repeated: C, in C. Mediterranean, F.O.L.UVM., 
B.N.L.O. Black Sea.

Addressed Admiralty,

2, Area dangerous to navigation.
(a) Off Bosphorous bounded, on south by parallel of

3. loute „for„.ship.pJfcng .bp^&3,..&r, Odessa,
(a) On leaving for Bosphorus proceed eastward along

( c ) /



a*. • fV'ft, r ;K ' ■ 1

- 2-

( c )  Rad io  b eacon  on Capo B o l s h o i  Fontan p o s i t i o n
l a t i t u d e  1+6 dogs ,  2 2 . 6 ’ n o r th  l o n g i t u d e ;30 d egs .
1+5« e a s t .  Range 90 m i l e s  w ave len g th  9^2 m e t r e s .  
Beacon a v a i l a b l e  on demand. C h a r a c t e r i s t i c s  g i v e n .

5* F o l l o w i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  i s b e i n g  sough t .

( a )  Rou tes  f o r  s h ip p in g  bound Tuapse,  ? o t i  and Novorossisk i n  case  i t  i s  n e c e s s a r y  t o  use th ese
p o r t s .  *

( b )  Copy o f  B la ck  Sea p i l o t  c o r r e c t e d  t o  d a t e .  Note  
; change o f  c h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  Tandro fskaya  l i g h t .

A d m i r a l t y  Chart  2232 Odessa to  S e v a s t o p o l  r e f e r s .

( c )  P e r i o d  o f  l i g h t  buoy i n  p a ra ,  1+ ( a ) .

( d )  C h a r a c t e r i s t i c  o f  r a d i o  b eacon  i n  pa ra .  U ( c ) .

A Tf  ag b e in g  p o in t e d  out t h a t * i n  v i e w  o f  p r o x im i t y  
o f  l i g h t  buoy a t  approach p o i n t  t o  dangerous a rea  g i v e n  

2 Cb) th e  l i m i t e d  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  buoy ahd 
d i f f i c u l t v  i n  making i t  w i t h  n a v i g a t i o n a l  aids quoted 
i n  pa?a^ U ( a ) ^ i ' g S t  sh ip  f u l l y  equipped w i t h  f o g  s i g n a l  
should be' s u b s t i t u t e d  f o r  t h i s . l i g h t  .buoy.

7.  A l l  a c t i o n  taken  in  c o n ju n c t i o n  w i th  U .S .  Nava l  
M is s io n  who a r e  i n f o r m in g  Wash ing ton  as above .

Admiralty pass C. in C. Mediterranean, F .O .L .E .M .  
other authorities as necessary, r

2211+01A.

I q t  Lord /  P a s s in g  a c t i o n  b e i  taken

IIIC l % )  *  war Roglstr
v*r*?T*q* 4  R e f e r s  t o  convoys  t oI:S:S:S;^ oaossa-

W A R N IN G  : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code 
message, and the text must first be paraphrased* if it is essential to communicate it to 

persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

(*N ote : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :
“ O.T.P.”  are excepted from this rule.)

D a te :  2l+. 12.1+1+

From: War R e g i s t r y

P l e a s e  n o te  the  Adm ira l  A r c h e r ' s  2211+01 which  g iv e *  
in f o r m a t i o n  r e c e i v e d  f rom ;  th e  S o v i e t  Nn m l  S t a f f  
nbout arena dangerous  to  n a v i g a t i o n ,  has been  passed  to  
C. i n  C. M ed i t e r ran ean  and FOLEM on ly  by  War R e g i s t r y ,

1 s t  Lord 
1 s t  S . L .  (3 )  
D . F , S . L .
V .C .N .S ,

f o r  H.W.R. 
No. 3.
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FOREIGN STATION3

E a s t  I n d ie s
U/B d i s -  No f r e s h  in f o r m a t io n .  S c a le s  in  a l l  a r e a s  rem a inp o s i t i o n s .

V. A. 3 F la g  o f  V.A. 3 t r a n s f e r r e d  from  3UFF0LK t o  QUEEN ELIZABETH 2 0 th  December 1944 .(V.A. 3 220703Z t o  A dm ty.)

O p e ra t io n"R obson". F o rce  67 c o n s i s t i n g  o f  INDOMITABLE, ILLUSTRIOUS, NEWCASTLE, ARGONAUT, BLACK PRINCE, 7 d e s t r o y e r s  
o f  2 7 th  d e s t r o y e r  f l o t i l l a  and  R .F .A . WAVE KINGl e f t  T rin e o m a lee  1 7 th  D ec. u n d e r  command o f  R .A .A . B .P .F . O b je c t a i r  s t r i k e  on P a n g k a la n  B randan  o i l  r e f i n e r y .(2 )  A f te r  d e ta c h in g  ’WAVE KING 1 8 th  Dec. f o r c e  p ro c e e d e d  to  a r r i v e  f l y i n g  o f f  p o s i t i o n  n o r th w a rd  o f  Diamond P o in t  dawn 2 0 th .(3 ) S t r i k e  o f  28 A ven g ers 16 H e l l c a t s  and 16 C o r s a i r s  found  P a n g k a la n  B randan  t o t a l l y  o b sc u re d  i n  c lo u d  and th e r e f o r e  a t t a c k e d  h a rb o u r  w areh o u ses  r a i lw a y  y a rd s  and  o i l  i n s t a l l a t i o n s  a t  Belaw an D e l i .(4 )  O b s e rv a t io n  o f  bombing r e s u l t s  d i f f i c u l t  in  lew c lo u d  (g ro u p  m is s in g )  b u t one o i l  ta n k  (? an d ) p e t r o l  ta n k  s e t  on f i r e  by f i g h t e r s .(5 ;  S u rp rise  a c h ie v e d . No f i g h t e r s  e n c o u n te re d ,  f l a k  ( ? l i g h t )  one s a l l y  was i n t e r c e p t e d  and s h o t  down o v e r  t a r g e t  a r e a .(6 )  p .m . 2 0 th  f i g h t e r s  a t ta c k e d  a i r f i e l d s  i n  Sabang a re a  and  sm a ll  c r a f t  o f f  t / l e e lh o e .(7 ) Own s u r f a c e  f o r c e s  n o t  l o c a t e d  by enem y.(8 ;  A bout s i x  tw in  e n g in e  bom bers seen Medan a i r f i e l d s .  None s e e n  n o r th  S u m atra  a i r f i e l d s .(9 ) W eather f o r  t h i s  o p e r a t io n  l e s s  f a v o u r a b le  th a n  e x p e c te d  and  w i th  no p ro m ise  o f  e a r l y  im provem ent f o r c e  v^ithdrew  to  R/V WAVS KING 2 1 s t  and r e t u r n  T r in c o m a le e  22nd D ec.

(1 0 ) No c a s u a l t i e s  s u s t a i n e d .(11) P r e s s  communique i s  n o t  b e in g  i s s u e d  y e t  a s  en em y 's  know ledge o f  ou r s t r e n g th  and d i s p o s i t i o n s  i s  p ro b a b ly  v e ry  in c o m p le te .(1 2 ) C. in  C. P a c . p a s s  to  C a p t. T u f n e l l .(c. in  C. E . I .  221214Z to  A dm ty ., e t c . )

T rin c o m a le e  S .E .A .C ..O .S . 286 22nd Decem ber 1944. d ev e lo p m e n t. F o llo w in g  f o r  C h ie fs  o f  S t a f f  from  M o u n th a tte n .

f i r s t  c l a s s  n a v a l o p e r a t in g  b a s e  and t h a t  th e  p r o p o s a l  s h o u ld  be p u t  b e f o r e  th e  Chie f s  o f  S t a f f .(2 )  I  have d i s c u s s e d  th e  m a t te r  a l s o  w ith  A dm ira l Pow er who s t r o n g l y  s u p p o r ts  th e  reco m m en d atio n .(3 )  T rin co m a lee  h as  grown up on no b a la n c e d  o v e r a l l  p l a n .  I t  h a s  been d e v e lo p e d  a c c o rd in g  to  th e  n e e d s  o f  th e  moment and c o n s e q u e n tly  has many d i s a d v a n ta g e s ,  as i t  i s  n o t a t  p r e s e n t  a 
f i r s t  c l a s s  o p e r a t in g  b a s e .

(1 ) B e fo re  he r e l i n q u i s h e d  command o f  th e  E a s te r n  
F l e e t  A dm ira l F r a s e r  s u b m it te d  to  me a recommendaticn t h a t  T rin co m a lee  s h o u ld  be d e v e lo p e d  a s  a perm anen t

/(4)
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East Indies.
(4) I consider that the present time is appropriate 
for a detailed examination of the requirements to 
make the port into a first class operating base.
(5) The main requirements are:-
(a) improved loading and unloading facilifes 
for merchant ships and R.F.As. including lighter

wharves and berths where ships can unload alongside.
(b) Increased storage and improved handling facilities for naval 
and air and victualling stores to make the port self-contained 
and no longer dependent on Colombo and Galle. This means a great 
increase in accommodation and amenities.
(c) Airfield facilities for disembarked F.A.A. squadrons and for 
repair of aircraft to be available in the immediate vicinity 
without prejudicing R.A.F. needs for air defence.
(d) Adequate repair facilities on shore for maintenance of all 
boats and harbour craft.
(e) Up to date facilities for harbour training of officers and 
ratings.
(6) Fleet repair facilities could be limited to floating docks 
and repair ships in view of the proximity of a first class repair 
yard at Singapore , but increased accommodation for repair 
ratings ashore is necessary.
(7) I request that I may be given approval in principle to examine 
the project in detail and to submit a plan for your consideration. 
(S.A.C.S.E.A. 221613Z as amended 230401Z to A.M.S.S.O.)

Trineomalee 
development. 
(Contd.)

11th Flotilla Your 061301* Approved for the remainder of 11th 
refits. Flotilla to be refitted in South Africa as proposed.

(2) Ships' complements will be adjusted as far 
as possible on Station. If it is found that this 
cannot be arranged without detriment to the 

manning situation, consideration will be given to effecting it 
either at home or in the Mediterranean, a division of the 
Flotilla at a time, during the monsoon period in 1945.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 221 707A to C. in C. E.I.)

Landing craft S.A.C.S.E.A. 201145 (requesting report of state of 
operation. training of crews of L.S.I.(L) etc.) Assault

flotillas embarked in L.S.I.(L) are composed in 
the main of personnel with "Overlord” battle 
experience with some dilution. They have had no 

operational training in their present L.S.I.(L)
(2) L.C.T.(5) have experienced crews with some dilution. No 
operational training has been carried out since craft refitted.
(3) L.S.I.(L) have been recommissioned prior to leaving U.K* 
and have had no working up.
(4) L.8.T.(2) have ships' companies experienced in "Overlord" 
with certain adjustments for overseas service, they have had very 
little working up.
(D.C.O.D. 222237A to C. in 0. E.I.)

/llolcabs.. •
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East In d ie s  -  Contd.

Your 140437. As M olcab No. 1 is  due to  s a i l  from  
Southampton mid January and No. 2 e a r ly  February 
i t  is  most u n d e s ira b le  to  postpone movement, p a ra . 

5 o f  A.M. 162209 O c to b e r , ad d ressed  t o  C. in  C. E .F . n ot to  F .0. 
F orce  W, r e f e r s .
(2 ) S ince the L .S -T . in v o lv e d  are n o t  nominated f o r  immediate 
op era tion s  req u est you w i l l  c o n s id e r  e i t h e r  le a v in g  p e r is h a b le  
equipm ent on board  o r  making e x te rm o rise d  arrangem ents f o r  
tem porary s to ra g e  o f  p e r is h a b le  equipm ent.
(3 )  In  view o f  above in ten d  to  p ro ce e d  w ith  planned programme. 
(A .C .N .S .(F ) 222359A to  C. in  C. E . I . )

War D ia ry .

M olcabs.

*
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America and West Indies
SAMTUCKY returned Halifax 0051Z December 22nd 
from H. H.X.327, unconfirmed internal explosion. 
(N.C.S.O. Halifax, 221222Z, 221815Z to Ships 
escorting H.X.327 for Commodore.)
SS. SAMTUCKY pts. 14 in H.H.X. 327 damaged by 
explosion which is believed to have been 

caused by torpedo, while forming up 500 yards west of Sambro 
light vessel at 1910z/2nd December, 1944. Ship returned to 
Halifax and beached. All hands safe. None injured. 
(N.C.S.O. Halifax, 221922Z to Adraty., etc.)

Ref. O.R.S. 742.
(1) SS. SAMTUCKY (Br.) (2) M. of W.T., Mgrs. Prince Line.
(3) 1910Z/21 Dec. 1944, 500 yards W. of Sambro Lt. Vessel.
(4) , (5), (6) Submarine not seen. (6A) Yes, not streamed.
(7) Ship damage returned to port and bracied. (8) All 
hands safe. (9) Not known. (10) Torpedo. (ll) Safe 
aboard.

(N.C.S.O. Halifax, 221926Z to Admty., etc.)

SAMTUCKY 
(damaged 
21 Dec.)

GLOIRE. Sail French cruiser GLOIRE unescorted from New
York 23rd December for Cherbourg to arrive 
by 1 st January.
(Cominch, 221415 to Comeasseafron.)

U/B Estimates.
dispositions. (N.S.H.14. 221715Z, 222257Z.)

U-Boat Points from A.U. Meeting, 19th December, 1944.
Campaign. (D.A.U.D., 221936A to B.A.D.)

See U-Boat Campaign.

AQUITANIA. AQUITANIA unable to sail as scheduled owing
action of local W.S.A. authorities in diverting 
necessary fuel oil.
(2) Have reported details to B.A.D. Washington 

for necessary action.
(B.M.W.T. New York, 221949Z to D. of S.T.)

S/M attack 
and sighting 
summary.

Para. (A) At 1910Z/21 in 44.22 N., 63.23 W.
SS. SAMTUCKY in H. H.X.327 damaged by explosion 
in number four hold snd later beached, torpedo 
attack considered very probable.
(N.S.H.ci. , 222053Z to Admty., Cominch.)

Frigates for Requirement has arisen for conversion of 2 
S.E.A.C. River class frigates to L.S.H.(S) for employ

ment in S.E.A.C. from 1st October next. Ships 
require to be taken in hand in U.K. by end of 
April and May respectively, and will be R.N. 
manned on conversion.

/( 2) • • •
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America and West Indies
(2) While U-Boat menace continues it is not 
desired to withdraw any of 5 R.N. frigates of 
this class which are all that remain in Home 
Commands, as all 5 are being employed as 
Group leaders. Further, Loch class, being 
Squid fitted, must be kept as A/S Vessels to 

deal with fast underwater U-Boat. Captain class are not 
acceptable as too small.
(3) We should be grateful, therefore, if you would make 
available 2 River class frigates from the 7 on loan to you, 
or if you would prefer it, from R.C.N. new construction.
In the latter case, suggest terms of loan similar to those 
agreed for PRINCE HENRY and PRINCE DAVID.
(V.C.N.S. , 222347A to N.S.H.Q.)

Frigates for 
S.E.A.C. 
(Contd.)

Australia and New Zealand
F.O.N.A.S., A. F.O.N.A.S., A. has now transferred to Sydney. 

Para. (2) of my 300928.
(2) Signals should be addressed to F.O.N.A.S., 
A., and correspondence to F.O.N.A.S., A., 
Sydney.
(3) Admty., is requested to inform all 
authorities.
(V.A.(Q) B.P.F., 220310Z to Admty.)

Digest 
No. 1066, 
covering 
Dec. 21st.

(13) Search Liberator sighted three ship convoy 
comprising one each destroyer, 2,000 ton 
freighter and smaller merchantman 100 miles 
south of Ambon morning 20th course (?20Cf), 
speed 5 knots; attack unsuccessful. 3 Dutch 
Mitchells attacked convoy that afternoon 
sinking largest ship leaving hundreds of Japs 
in water and straffing smaller merchantman. 
(G.H.Q.S.W.P.A. , 221038.)

BISHOPDALE. H.M. A.S. BISHOPDALE was damaged in No. 3 wing
tank and flood pump room 14th Dec. as result 
enemy aircraft suicide crash Leyte Gulf. 
Casualties, one killed, three injured. 
(A.C.N.B., 221236Z to Admty.)
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S/M attack For 24 hours to 0900Z/22nd Dec. 
and sighting Para. (A) (l) LOCH SHIN sighted Schnorkel, 
summary. course 070c at 1337Z/21st Dec. in 50° 11’ N.,

01° 33’ W.
(2) E.G.l attacked bottomed contact before 
2048Z/21st Dec. in 49° 53' N., 03° 07’ W. 
(D.D.I.C., 221053A to N. S.H.CJ. , Cominch.)

No fresh information in Indian Ocean.
No U-Boats estimated in Atlantic south of 30° N. 
(D.D.I.C., 221421A.)

Points from Fourth A.U. Meeting of 1944, held 
on 19th Dec.
(A) Only four merchant ships sunk, but number 
of U-Boats stink is low and operational number 
increasing.
(B) 160 U-Boats estimated available for 

operations in European waters and 150 working-up.
(C) Estimated 40 large and 20 small prefabricated types 
completed. 90 large and 35 small building.
(D) Major offensive with new types may be withheld until 
larger numbers available, say, another two months.
(E) Principal U-Boat assembly yards to be attacked with 
marginal bombing effort as and when opportunity offers without 
causing major diversion of effort from main priority targets, 
namely, oil production, needs of the land battle, and 
communication networks. This marginal bombing effort should 
be frequently available in the form of diversionary attacks to 
draw the enemy's defences away from main objectives.
(V.C.N.S. , 221936A to B.A.D. )

U/B
dispositions.

A.U.
Meeting, 
Dec. 19.
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SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
1. It is proposed to abolish Dover as an 
independent command and absorb it, under a 
N.O.I.C., into the Nore Command, whose Western 
boundary would then be the line Dungeness - Griz 
Nez.

2a. Last night’s action with E-boats continued 
into today. It would now appear that 4 groups, 
each of 6 boats, were operating with the Nore- 
Flushing channel as their objective.
Claims by our patrols are of 2 E-boats certainly, 
and one possibly, sunk, and 6 damaged. We 
suffered no losses or casualties.
b. Midget U-boats also attacked the Schelde 
entrance, probably from Schouwen. They torpedoed 
S.S. ALXAN A'pALE E.S.E. of Flushing. She was 
beached, but will probably prove to be a total 
loss. One'rmidgetwas sunk by H.D.M.L. 1465, one 
by Motor Minesweepers 339 and 251,and one blew up 
on the beach west of Breskens. A prisoner was 
taken in each case.
c. The E-boats renewed their attacks in the 
evening, after 2030 hours. Five of them were 
seen and engaged by V/ALPOLE and M.T.Bs. Three 
were sank and the other two damaged.
d. Aircraft of 16 Group attacked 3 merchant 
ships and E-boats off Ymuiden, scoring hits.
e. The initial sweeping of the Schelde and 
approaches has now been completed. The total 
bag to date isSil ground and 39 moored mines.

3a. SS. DUMFRIES was damaged off H2 buoy, some 
20 miles S.S.W. of the Needles, probably by a mine, 
and later sank. Escorts, reinforced by thirtieth 
Escort Group and several M.T.Bs. searched the 
vicinity for possible U-boats, but without success. 
SS. SLEMISH was also sunk by mine or torpedo, 3 
miles offCherbourg. Here GENTIAN, escorts, and 
First Escort Group carried out a U-boat hunt, 
also without success. GENTIAN is of opinion that 
this also was a mine.
CAISTOR CASTLE, GARLIES and FITZROY have severally 
carried out other attacks, but so far also without 
material results.
b. Le Havre entrance is now 250 ft. wide, and 
the restriction on length of shipping using the 
port is withdrawn.

4. At Brest, 3 moored mines were swept in the 
Port du Commerce.

s

5. C.S.10 in DIADEM, with MAURITIUS and’Force 4" 
has returned from operation "Fretsaw”, but they 
sighted no shipping. "Force 3” was held 
continuously by enemy Radar for 3 hours.
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Mediterranean
6a. British forces at the Piraeus extended 
their positions today against varying opposition 
after a rebel counter attack had been repulsed.
The Piraeus railway station was occupied after heavy fighting, and further gains made along the 
Athens - Piraeus road. In Athens, slight gains 
were made in the area west of the Acropolis.b. During the clearance operations at the Piraeus 
E.L.A.S. have sustained heavy casualties, and 
prisoners so far number 4,000.
c. Merchant seamen liberty men from the
SS. FORT COLUMBIA at Volos who were captured by 
E.L.A.S. have been surrendered to the N1USKETESR 
after a threat of bombardment.

d. The SAXIFRAGE and PROTEA, with M.G.B.661, 
sank two E.L.A.N. caiques at Monopetala, near 
Patras.e. While investigating Livadia Bay at Piscopi, 
the destroyer EXMOOR was fired on by shore 
batteries.f. The Greek SS. FRED has been refloated at 
Salonika. The British SS. CHISWICK is aground, 
but the cruiser AURORA is endeavouring to tow her 
off.

7. Captain Maund feels confident that the Russians will have to invoke our assistance in 
clearing the Danube and that we are accordingly 
in a position to make our own terms both as regards operational control and the subsequent 
administration of the river.

8. The French cruiser EMILE BERTIN arrived at 
Beirut to spend Christmas.

America and West Indies
9. The French cruiser GLOIRE sailed unescorted 
from New York for Cherbourg.



MOST SECRET

War Diary

Philippines

Borneo

541
23.12.1944
Saturday

SITUATION REPORT

Australia and Hew Zealand
10a. Five Thunderbolts set ablaze the entire 
Palompon area (south-east of Luzon Island) with 
incendiaries after ten Kittyhawks had bombed the 
port.Six Mitchells which swept Davao Gulf this fore
noon sank three small coasters, 
b. P.T. boats last night destroyed one and 
damaged a second heavily armed barge, heading 
north east from Halmahera. Yesterday and today, 
fighters destroyed two and damaged about 15 more 
barge8 during coastal sweeps off Northern 
Halmahera.

Australia and New Zealand
11. Three patrol Liberators over Northern 
Borneo bombed Miri, Labuan and Jesselton, and 
straffed a small merchant diip in Brunei Bay.

China
12. Two U.S. Liberators on a sweep over the 
Formosa Strait and East China Sea probably sank 
one 425 ft. tanker.
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HOME COMMANDS.

P o l i c y .
C onsequen t on  ch an g es i n  th e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  th e  C hanne l and i n  th e  s o u th e r n  p a r t  o f  th e  N o rth  S e a , i t  i s  u n d e r c o n s id e r a t i o n  to  a b o l i s h  D over a s  an 
in d e p e n d e n t Command. A N.O. I .C .  w ould be a p p o in te d .
2. I n  a d d i t i o n  to  o p e r a t i o n a l  and a d m i n i s t r a t i v e  a d v a n ta g e s  to  be g a in e d  by d i s s o l v i n g  t h i s  Command, th e  r e d u c t io n  o f  D over to  th e  s t a t u s  o f  a  N .O .I .C . sh o u ld  a f f o r d  c o n s id e r a b le  s a v in g  i n  m anpow er, i n  w hich  th e  need f o r  economy i s  v e ry  u r g e n t .3 . As r e g a r d s  th e  b oundary  b e tw een  P o r tsm o u th  and N ore Commands i t  i s  c o n s id e re d  t h a t  R am sgate and D over sh o u ld  be w i th in  th e  Nore Command and a l i n e  b e tw een  D ungeness and Cap G r is  Nez i s  s u g g e s te d  a s  th e  b o u n d a ry . The p re -w a r  b o u n d ary  was a  l i n e  b e tw een  S o u th  C o ast o f  E n g lan d  i n  lo n g . 0° 34* E . to  T r e p o r t  (5 0 °  40* N. , 1° 22* E ) .4. R eq u es t y o u r  v iew s on  th e  a b o l i t i o n  o f  th e  D over Command and s u g g e s te d  boundary  l i n e .

5 . C. i n  C. N ore i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w ith  A. C. D over i s  r e q u e s te d  to  in c lu d e  an  e s t im a te  o f  th e  s a v in g  i n  m anpow er.
(H ead o f  M ., 230126a  to  C s. i n  C. N o re , P o r ts m o u th , V.A. D o v e r) .

M ovem ents.
On 2nd J a n u a ry  SOLENT w i l l  be r e a d y  to  s a i l  f o r  E a s t  I n d i e s .  R e q u es t sh e  may be s a i l e d  i n  s u i t a b l e  convoy to  G i b r a l t a r .
(F .O .S /M  231158A to  C. i n  C. W.A.)

ACTIVITY i s  r e q u i r e d  to  f e r r y  a i r c r a f t  to  Sydney (N .S.W . ) v i a  Suez le a v in g  U.K. e a r l y  J a n u a ry .2. When re a d y  C. i n  C. P o rtsm o u th  i s  r e q u e s te d  to  s a i l  ACTIVITY to  B e l f a s t  t o  lo a d  a i r c r a f t .3 . S a i l i n g  a r ra n g e m e n ts  from  U.K. w i l l  be s i g n a l l e d  l a t e r .4* A f t e r  d i s c h a r g in g  a i r c r a f t  a t  Sydney ACTIVITY i s  to  p ro c e e d  to  New Y ork to  lo a d  a i r c r a f t  f o r  sh ip m en t to  U.K.5 . No o p e r a t i o n a l  a i r c r a f t  w i l l  be c a r r i e d .( A .C .N .S .( P ) , 231237A to  C. i n  C. P o r ts m o u th , C. i n  C. W.A. ,V.A. Q .B .P .F .)

SOLENT

ACTIVITY

War D ia ry .

P ro p o sed  r e d u c t io n  o f  D over 
Command.

BERWICK C lyde a r r i v a l  BERWICK.( P .O .I .C .  G reen o ck , 231458A to  V .A .M .)

ARETHUSA

DIADEM,MAURITIUS.

E a r l i e s t  d a te  o f  d e p a r tu r e  o f  ARETHUSA from  U.K. 
now mid J a n u a ry . A .M .211609 r e f e r s .  ( A .C .N .S .(F ) ,  231535A to  C. in  C. M e d .) .
S cap a  a r r i v a l s  P .0 . 1 0 th  C .S . i n  DIADEM w ith  MAURITIUS, MYNGS, SAVAGE, SIOUX, and SCOURGE. (A .C .O .S . , 231550A to  Admty, C. i n  C. H .P .)

BERWICK In te n d  t o  s a i l  BERWICK p a s s in g  C lyde Boom 0900A /24th
D ec. to  S capa  e x p e c te d  tim e o f  a r r i v a l  0315A 2 5 th  D ec. e x p e c te d  t im e  o f  a r r i v a l  Hoxa G ate 0 3 4 5 A /2 5 th  D ec. C. i n  C. H .P . 211433 D ec. n o t to  a l l  a d d re s s e e s  r e f e r s .  A .C .O .S . i s  r e q u e s te d  t o  a r ra n g e  fo l lo w in g  l i g h t s  Group I I I ,  IV  and V from  0215A t i l l  c a n c e l le d  and a n c h o r  b eaco n

/n u m b e r . . .
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BERWICK (c o n td )  •

Movement.
number 1 to  7 i n c l u s i v e  from  0330A u n t i l  a n c h o re d . ( P .O .I .C .  G reen o ck , 232204A. to  C. i n  C. H. P . ,C. i n  C. W .A.)

O p e r a t io n s . 
N o rth  S e a .

A c tio n s  My 222258 c o n t in u e s .  5 E -b o a ts  c o n ta c te d  i nw ith  p o s i t i o n  305 O sten d  20 c o u rs e  240° sp e ed  (3 0 )E -b o a ts  o f f  k n o ts  0051 . E -b o a ts  engaged  from  0058 u n t i l  D utch  c o a s t .  ?0135- P o s s ib l e  S o u th e rn m o st p o s i t i o n  re a c h e d  by
enemy was 030° N. P. 3 buoy 3*25 m i le s  when to rp e d o e s  w ere f i r e d  and enemy r e t i r e d  N o rth  a t  30 k n o ts .They were a l s o  engaged  a t  0125 by KITTIWAKE. C o n ta c t was l o s t  a t  

0132 i n  p o s i t i o n  305 O sten d  31.C o n ta c t r e g a in e d  a t  0146 i n  p o s i t i o n  305 O sten d  27 c o u rs e  and sp eed  090° 25 k n o ts  c o n ta c t  l o s t  i n  p o s i t i o n  321 2 2 .3  a t  0213 c o u rs e  and sp eed  025° 20 k n o t s ,  WALPOLE i n  c o n t a c t  4  m i le s  to  th e  S o u th . One E -b o a t co n firm e d  damaged and o n ly  4  E -b o a ts  s e e n  a f t e r  0 1 12 . C o n s id e r  no m in es l a i d .(TORRINGTON, 230246a  to  C. i n  C. N o re ) .E -b o a t  o p e r a t io n s  l a s t  n ig h t  F r id a y ,  enemy r e p o r t s  i n d i c a t e  
p ro b a b ly  4  g ro u p s e a c h  o f  6 b o a ts  o p e r a te d .2. 1830 M .T .B s. i n t e r c e p t e d  one g ro u p  o f f  Hook. One E -b o a t p o s s ib ly  su n k  2 dam aged.3 . Betw een 2030 and 2130 2 o r  p o s s ib ly  3 g ro u p s  a t t a c k e d  n o r th  o f  N. P. 8 buoy and n e a r  West H in d e r Bank. P a t r o l s  1 6 , 15 and 12 d ro v e  them  o f f .  CURZON and C /P s ( p a t r o l  16) s in k in g  one c e r t a i n  and b a d ly  dam aging 3» WALPOLE ( p a t r o l  15) sa n k  one c e r t a i n  and 
one p r o b a b le .4 . West H in d e r  g roup  d id  n o t g e t  w i th in  3i m i le s  o f  c h a n n e l.N .P .8 g roup  s p l i t ,  p o s s ib ly  3 r e a c h in g  ch a n n e l be tw een  N .P . 8 and N. P. 9 b u o y s . T h is  i s  co n firm ed  by O sten d  P l o t .  M in e la y in g  p o s s i b l e  i n  t h i s  a r e a .5 . 0058 TORRINGTON ( p a t r o l  12) and l a t e r  KITTIWAKE ( p a t r o l  18) engaged  g roup  o f  5 N .E. o f  N .P .3 buoy . M in e la y in g  p o s s i b l e  on 
e a s t e r n  edge o f  Q. Z. X. 1475*6 . T h is  r e p o r t  and c la im s  a r e  s u b j e c t  to  amendment when f u l l e r  
r e p o r t s  a r e  r e c e iv e d .(C . i n  C. N o re , 231152A to  A dm ty).

W -boat s in k in g  in  S c h e ld e .
H.D.M .L. 1465 on  F lu s h in g  B resk en s  p a t r o l  r e p o r t s  
s in k in g  a t  0830 to d a y ,  S a tu r d a y , one W -b o a t. One p r i s o n e r  c a p tu r e d .  A f u r t h e r  s i g n a l  w i l l  be m ade. (N .O .I .C . O s te n d , 231011A to  C. i n  C. N o re , See 
Adraty. 241208 t o  N .O .I .C . O s te n d ) .

M idget su b m arin e s  i n  S c h e ld e .
H.D.M .L. 1221 r e p o r t s  a t  1021 to d a y  S a tu rd a y  su b m arin e s  subm erged  v i c i n i t y  N .P .15 buoy f o u r  
M .T.B. s e n t  to  i n v e s t i g a t e .(N .O .I .C . O s te n d , 231052A to  C. i n  C. N o re ) . M idget su b m arin e  ex p lo d ed  on b ea ch  w est o f  B re sk e n s  a t  1020 . Am i n v e s t i g a t i n g .(N .O .I .C . O s te n d , 231H 0A  t o  C. i n  C. N o re ) .

/A rm y .• •



MOST SECRET

23.12. 1944. 
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
North Sea.
Army Look-out reports periscope sighted at 1045 
today 500 yards off beach at Urouwenpolder, map 
reference 154393. Periscope was proceeding 
east and engines reported clearly heard. Later 
observed to turn north and it is considered 
from small turning circle that craft was a midget 
submarine.
(R. N.O. Breskens 231127A to N.O.I.C. Antwerp) 

Situation at 1100. One W-boat sunk at 0839 by H.D.M.L.
140 on Breskens - Flushing patrol line. One prisoner landed at 
Breskens.
(2) One explosives ship struck beach west of Breskens at 1020 
blowing large hole in sea wall. Remainder of ship visible.
One officer investigating.
(3) At (corrupt group) one other enemy one - man S/M in vicinity 
of H. F. 15 buoy.
(4) All available H.D.M.L. on patrol.
(5) A. S. V. fitted aircraft patrolling area.

(N.O.I.C. Os tend, 231145A to C. in C. Nore).
My 231145 following additional information. Para. (1) 

Prisoner is being held on board H.D.M.L. 1465 for interrogation 
by Naval Security Officer. This vessel reports a second S/M 
was subsequently sighted and attacked with negative results.
Para. (2). This explosion occurred at 0718 and was attributed 
to a bomb until falling tide revealed object. Three Swordfish 
fitted A.S.V. have been on patrol since 1150 with negative 
results.

(N.O.I.C. Ostend (corrupt code time) to C. in C. Nore) 
Further to my 231127. Army now reports positive sighting 

of enemy submarine 500 yards off Domburt. Craft was travelling 
westward, periscope is quite obvious and craft has surfaced once. 

(R.N.O. Beveland, 231235A to N.O.I.C. Antwerp)
Midget submarine was attacked with gunfire by M.M.S.339 

and 251 at 1014 today in the vicinity of N. F. 15 Buoy. Hits 
observed submarine submerged M.L.915 then attacked contact with 
depth charges. Prisoner picked up. My 231245 refers.

(Capt. M/S F.A. , 231301A to C. in C. Nore)
My 231145. Following additional information paragraph.

1. Prisoner is being held on board H.D.M.L. 1465 for 
interrogation by Naval Security officer. This ship reports a 
second S/M was subsequently sighted and attacked with negative 
result. This explosion occurred at 0718 and itself attributed 
to a bomb until falling tide revealed object. 3 Swordfish 
fitted with A.S.V. have been on patrol since 1150 negative 
result.

(N.O.I.C. Ostend, 231611 to C. in C. Nore).
My 231145 para. (2) and my 231611 para. (2) Officer reports 

wreckage is remains of 18 inch torpedo normal German pattern 
probably fired by Midget S/bH,
2. Unable to recover torpedo owing to inaccesible position.

(N.O.I.C. Ostend, 232130A to C. in C. Nore).

War Diary.

Midget 
submarines 
in Schelde, 
(contd).

Patrols. Patrols tonight Saturday.
1.C0TSW0LD. 2. COTTESMORE. 3. MACKAY.
4. HOLDERNESS. 5. KITTIWAKE. 6a . PUFFIN.

/2. . .
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545
23.12.1944.
S a t u r d a y .

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
North Sea.
2. 12- RUTHERFORD. 14. EKINS. 16. STAYNER with 
Coastal Force from Ostend. 18. SHELDRAKE.
19. TORRINGTON and P. S. SLAZAK.
3. Escort for T.A.M.27 CATTISTOCK, MIDDLETON.

4* CAICOS will be carrying out operation "Alphabet”.
5* Coastal Force Patrol: F.C.4, Latest informtion M.T.B. Z* 19*
F.C.5 2 M.T.B.17 F.C.6 2 M.T.B- 15. F.C.7 2M.T.B. 13.
F-C.8 2 M.T.B. Z.ll. F. B. 1 2M.T.B. 9. F. B. 3 2M.T.B. 3.
F.B. 4 2 M.L. 53 Buoy. F. B. 5 6 M.T.B. F. J. W.S. 57, 53. F.A. 2. 
F.A. 3 M.T.B. M.V. L.L. 14, 17- F.A. 4, 6 M.T.B. F. J. L. L. 40,55 
F.C. 1 4 M.T.B.. F. J. W.S. 39 21. F.B. 2 2 M.T.B. F. J. W. S. 2100 
F.A. 8 4 M.T.B. F. J.W.S. 24, 15. F.G-2. F.G. 3 4 M.T.B. Patrol 16.
(C. in C. Nore , 231034A. to Nore Command).

Situation Cosintintrep No. 263 Part 4.
•* •

Report. Discharge by sea - 24 hour period ending 221600A
December.

British Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk
(incl. coal) Pol.

Antwerp - - 7,347 8,305Ostend 1,925 - 2,571 1,514Boulogne 32 43 190 -
Dieppe 2 - 1,103 -
Caen - - 1,060 -
Ghent — - - -
Calais — 2 — **

Total 1,959 45 12,271 9,819

U.S. North.
Antwerp - - 13,385 -
Cherbourg - - 6,572 . 11,856
Le Havre 618 211 5,570 —
Rouen 909 364 6,377 -
Granville — — 1,019

Total 1,527 575 32,923 11,856

( S. H. A. E. F. , 23H45A to Admty) .
Cositintrep Number 623 Part 2 Naval.

A. Enemy Activity.
1. Coaster SLEMISH was sunk probably by U-boat 340° Cherbourg 
five miles.
2. Four Groups each of six E-boats operated against Nore 
Flushing channel between 2000/22 and 0200/23* Three boats 
crossed channel northwest of Ostend but were probably prevented 
by patrols from minelaying. Patrols claim 2 certainly sunk,
1 probably sunk, 6 damaged.
3. Midget submarines attacked Schelde entrance a.m. 23**d« 
Merchant vessel AL^AN A|)ALE torpedoed east south east Flushing 
five miles and beached. Probably total loss.

War Diary.

Patrols. 
(contd)•

/One...



MOST SECRET

War Diary* 23.12.19U4.Saturday.
HOME COMMANDS.

Operations. 
North Sea,
One Midget blew up on beach west of Breskens.
One sunk by Motor Launch and crew captured. One 
sunk by minesweepers crew captured and stated 
craft had sailed from Schouwen.

B. Captured Ports.
Havre. Corvette previously blocking north side of entrance 
has now been removed, making a gap of 250 feet. In view of 
this the 450 foot length restriction has now been removed. Main 
Channel expected to be open about 1st January when draught 
restriction will also be removed.
(A.N.C.X.F. , 232325A to Admty).

Patrols. 
(contd)•

Renewed Contact with a group of E-boats was obtained by
E-boat F. G. 1 at 2029 steering about 170° at 2036, 3
actions. E-boats turned to the northward on being engaged

by P.G.1 remaining 5 carried on to the southward. 
P. B. 2 was vectored to the westwards and P. G. 3 

to the south. P.G.1 altered course to the southward to cover 
E-boats, crossed the channel close to the westward of N.P.9 at 
approximately 2046 and altered course at 2050 proceeding in a 
north-westerly direction crossing the channel again close to 
the eastwards of N. P. 8.
During this period minimum speed of E-boats was 22 knots. 
Although "Headache" was heard continuously during this operation 
nothing was heard to indicate minelaying. P.B. 2 was stopped 
and P. G.3 vectored round to intercept, P.G.3 making contact wit 
5 E-boats at 2106 and opening fire at 2111 at a range of 500 to 
600 yards. The 2 leading E-boats crossed his bow at about 35 
knots. The last 3 were engaged in turn. The leader of these 3 
turned to port and subsequently rejoined the 2 leading boats.
The fourth and fifth boats were heavily engaged by P.G. 3* The 
leader of these two was left burning fiercely and stopped. The 
last boat in the line drew away ahead and made towards WALPOLE 
and was subsequently sunk by her. P. G. 1 continued to cover the 
3 leading boats which were making to the north west. P. G. 2 
who had already been moved to the westwards made contact with 3 
E-boats and opened fire at approximately 2116. P.G. 1 illuminate 
at 2118. The remaining 2 escaped at high speed to the north
westwards. P. G. 2 continued to fire at the E-boats until 2140.
At 2140 P. G.1 decided to go in to deliver the "Coup-de-grace" 
the E-boat being practically stopped, P.G.2 being ordered to 
keep clear. As all E-boats were now well clear to the northward 
P.G.1 decided to attempt to board but E-boat was scuttled before 
this could be done. Prisoners and paper were, however, recovere 
It is considered that 3 boats were definitely sunk and two 
damaged.
(CURZ0N, 2 31610 to C. in C. Nore).

Operations.
\ Channel.
Possible
U-boat.

Assisting M.T.B. investigate contact. Estimated 
position050° 08’ N., 002° 02’.
(CAIST0R CASTLE, 230249A to C. in C. Portsmouth)

/Your.. •



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

23. 12. 191+4. 
Saturday.

Channel.
Posible Your 221801. Have completed box search round
U-boat. Datum Point. Negative results intend sweep (?box)
(contd). area before assuming daylight patrol.

(CAISTOR CASTLE, 230527A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Second GARLIES and CAPEL rejoined,
possible My 222020A para. 2 GARLIES confirmed contact
U-boat. reported in my 201829 in Situ, at 1230A/22nd and

carried out 13th Further attack on it. Will 
proceed with BENTLEY to confirm my 21211+8 contact 

at daylight today.
(S.0.E.G.1, 230618A to C. in C. Plymouth).

SS. DUMFRIES DUMFRIES mined or torpedoed, am investigating, 
sunk. PEARL standing by.

(BALSAM, 230829 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
My 230829 ship reports that it was mined.
(BALSAM, 230837A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Further to my 230829 mine probably confirmed ship struck by 
the head, no torpedo seen or heard, operation Scabbard carried o 
without result. PEARL standing by sunk ship.
Boat safe, 6 men still on board.

(BALSAM, 23081+7A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
My 23081+7 ship sinking in position 261+° H.2 buoy 1 mile.

Have taken all survivors off ship. PEARL standing by.
(BALSAM, 230855A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
BALSAM 230821+ carrying out box search round wreck with 

CROIX DE LORRAINE.
(ANTHONY, 230929 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Standing by merchant ship with PEARL position by Radar 50° 

22’ N. , 01° 1+5.5' W.
(LAUNCESTON CASTLE, 231015 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Your 230910*have left PORCHESTER CASTLE and KENILWORTH 

CASTLE on patrol. My position course and speed 50° 12* N., 01° 
1+5’ 30" W., 015° 15 knots.

(S.O.E. G. 30, 231018 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
♦(Former not identified).
Carrying out box search DUMFRIES floating. Request tug.
(S.O.E.G. 30, 231103A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
LAUNCESTON CASTLE now standing by DUMFRIES, am proceeding 

with 59 survivors to Cowes Roads via Needles.
(PEARL, 231115A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Unit at H.2 buoy. Am carrying out expanding box search 

(?GU) vicinity. Returning to patrol on completion.
(M.T.B.759, 231350A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Shall have completed SCABBARD and box search at 1700. No 

result as yet wreck still afloat.
(S.O.E.G. 30, 2311+47A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
DUMFRIES still afloat in position 202° Needles 20 miles 

at 1345 with PEVENSEY CASTLE Group sweeping round her. Endeavo 
ed to tow her without success.

(PEARL 231520 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Have attacked contact in position 50® 28' N., 01° 33* 30" W.
(S.O.E.G. 30 , 231533A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Damaged unattended merchant vessel badly down by head, 

through not apparently sinking, in position 113 Portland Bill 
8 miles, Unit standing by. Request instructions.

(M.T.B. 760, 231546a  to C. in C. Portsmouth).
/Consider..•
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548
23.12.19 Wt. 
Saturday*

HOME COMMANDS.

Channel*
Consider contact was wreck. Insufficient oil for 
a sample. Piece of old insulating cork recovered. 
Continuing box search*
(S.0.E.G*30, 23161+7A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
My 231546 - Wreck identified as SS. GRETA FIELD 

now in position 112° Portland Bill 29 miles. Slowly sinking by 
head.

(M.T.B. 760, 2316I4.9A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
SS. DUMFRIES finally sunk in position 50° 20’ 20” N.,

01° 43* 20” W. at 1700. Position estimated by Q.H. outfit.
Unit returning to harbour E.T.A. 1840.

(M.T.B. 760, 231705A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Ship originally shown as SS. GRETA FIELD amended to SS. 
DUMFRIES by M.T.Bs. 760, 231755.

War Diary.

SS. 0UMFRIES 
sunk.
( contd).

Loss of SS. SLEMISH torpedoed position Cherbourg 340°
SS. SLEMISH. 3 miles, am investigating.

(GENTIAN, 230935 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Am attacking contact H.10 buoy 293° li miles. 

(GENTIAN, 231C10A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Proceed immediately and carry out search vicinity H.10 Buoy. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 231016a  to WATCHMAN, LOCH SHIN).
Target is stationary.
(GENTIAN, 231020A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Proceed with despatch to vicinity H . 8 buoy and act under 

orders of C. in C. Portsmouth. Shift to Portsmouth W/T 
Organisation.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 231029A to S.O.E. G.l)
My 231010 - contact was non-submarine.
(GENTIAN, 231045 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
My 230935A SS. SLEMISH sunk by mine or torpedo in position

49° 45’ N., 01° 42’ W., survivors picked up by U.S. Patrol
Vessel. Their view divided, my view ship was mined.

(GENTIAN, 231058A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Ship torpedoed 340 Cherbourg 3 miles.

2. Ships addressed searching vicinity.
3. Organise search by your Group and remainder.
4. U-boat may be trying to escape by keeping close inshore.
5. Report your intentions.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 231253A to S.0.E.G.1, WATCHMAN,
LOCH SHIN, PORTCHESTER CASTLE, HALL0WELL)
LOCH SHIN, S.0., WATCHMAN, KENILWORTH CASTLE, PORTCHESTER 

CASTLE, KINGSTON TURQUOISE, GENTIAN ships spead one mile apart 
carrying out box search. Intend sweeping West then North.

(LOCH SHIN, 231300A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Your 231230A. E.T.A. H. 2 buoy 1500.
(S.O.E.G.l, 231413A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
My 231230 was not addressed to 1st Escort Group who are to 

search vicinity H.10 buoy in accordance with my 231253.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 231510A to S.O.E.G.l)
Ref. C. inC's 231253A.
Am sweeping in the vicinity H . 8 to H.10 buoy. Ships in 

company as in C. in C's 231253A GENTIAN and KINGSTON TURQUOISE 
have been detached to search inshore.

(LOCH SHIN, 231530A to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Your 231253. Intend sweeping through position to coast

line and thereafter organising a north south sweep from shore 
to 49° 55' N., between 01° 25’ W. to 01° 52’ W. ships spread 2 
miles apart. E.T.A. time of arrival 1700A.

/2. . .
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23.12.19^  
Sat urdav.

HOME COMMANDS.

Channel>

2. First E.G. AFFLECK (S.O. ), BENTLEY, GARLIES, 
GORE, CAPEL.
(S.O.E. G. 1. , 231535A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Today 23rd at II4OO intend M.T.B. 750 (S.O.)
71+7 » 731 in accordance with para. 5 of your 221801 
2. Ordered to leave patrol 11+00 tomorrow 2l+th 

without relief, unless in contact.
3. COFOX, LOXO constant watch 21+50 k/cs until 0001 2l+th/25th 
then 2980 k/cs.
(N.O.I.C. Portland, 231107A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Air Patrols. My 281728 para. 12 not to E.G. 30, E.G. 1.
(A) Night 23rd/2l+th patrol 32 by Liberators, Wellingtons, 5 
miles each side of 02° 15' W.
Day 2l+th, patrol between H channel and Kansas Channel by 
Swordfish, and patrol 32 by Liberators.
(B) 838 Squadron S Z F. 81+2 Squadron N S V.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 231632A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol 
Forces)•
At 1800 Anti Snort Patrol area limits 02° 00* 01° 00’ W. 

Route E to 18 miles South.
2. Each M.T.B. take 6 mile strip.
3. Report dispositions.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 231633A to M.T.Bs. 750, 71+7> 731)*

Possible My 230030. Am leaving 2 bottom contacts in
U-boats. position (l) 088° Start Point 22f miles.

(2) 090° Start Point 22 miles both contacts 
heavily depth charged oil traces but no conclu

sive evidence. RUPERT obtained good echo sound trace on an 
corrupt group). Am assuming patrol.
FITZROY, 2311+30A to C. in C. Plymouth).

?0peration My 11+1125 which is passed to C. in C. Portsmouth. 
"Nestegg". Operation postponed indefinitely.

2. F.S. LORRAINE, F. S. DUQUESNE, F. S. BASQUE,
F.S. SIMOUN, F.S. HOVA and F.S. SOMALI are 

giving leave from Cherbourg estimated stay 15 days. Further 
movements will be signalled.
3. F.S. CROIX DE LORRAINE and F.S. TONKINOIS have rejoined 
C. in C. Portsmouth and are due to give leave 19th January 
to 9th February. These dates will be amended if necessary.
1+. Admiralty is requested to hold minesweeping flotilla at 11+ 
days notice reallocation to Task Force with boiler hours less 
than 150.
5. C. in C. Plymouth is requested to retain A. MOUCHEZ, F.Y.M.S. 
and M.M/S 1069 for equipment and training with new gear and to 
signal as early as possible anticipated date of completion of 
training.
(A.N.C.X.F., 231837A to Admty).

War Diary.

Loss of 
SS. SLEMISH. 
(contd) •

Patrols.
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550
23. 12.19144. Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.
Operations.
Western Approaches.
BOWMANVTLLE attacked firm contact position 19U° 
Tuskar Rock 8 miles at 0356A/23rd. GLACE BAY in 
company.
(S.O.E.G. C.U* 230i|20A to C. in C. W.A.)

My 23014-20A following from BOWMANVILLE begins: remaining 
in contact. Have definite echo sounder trace. T.O.O. 2303kb 
ends.

(S.O.E. G. C. U, 230508 to C. in C. W.A.)
My 230i+20A. GLACE BAY reports contact either tide rip 

round old wreck or small shoal. BOWMANVILLE held firm contact 
until dawn without further echo sounder trace. Fired 5 Squids 
pattern WDDA trace of oil. Both ships rejoining.

(S.O.E.G. C.4, 231615A to C. in C. W.A.)

War Diary.

Hoped-for
U-boat.

31st E. G. On completion of training today Saturday N.O.I.C.
Campbeltown is requested to sail 31st E.G. to 
Greenock for fuelling and mails.

2. On completion of fuelling F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to 
sail 31st E. G. to patrol an area bounded by parallels 56° and 57° 
N., and meridians 07° and 08° W.
3. On arrival in area 31st E. G. will fonn part of Force 33 S.O. 
Force 33 in LOUIS.
(C. in C. W.A. , 231312A to N.O.I.C. Campbeltown, F.O.I.C. 
Greenock)•

E.G.31 take ships addressed under your orders and proceed 
to comply with C. in C. W.A’s 231312 not to all report time Gate 
is required and expected time of arrival Patrol Area to F.O.I.C. 
Greenock before proceeding.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 2319U6A to S.O.E.G. 31)
Your 2319^+6a . Intend passing Gate at 2245A for Group less 

LANCASTER CASTLE who will be delayed by defects. Expected time 
of arrival Patrol area 1000/2i+th December.

(S.O.E.G. , 31 2321i+5A to F.O.I.C. Greenock).
Sailed E. G.31 in BERKELEY CASTLE with HADLEIGH CASTLE and 

DUMBARTON CASTLE, E.T.A. patrol area 1000A/2l+th. My 2319U6A 
refers.
2. LANCASTER CASTLE delayed with defects.

(F.O.I.C. Greenock, 232328A to C. in C. W.A.)

Organisation In order to provide emergency striking forces to 
for reserves operate against U-boats which may disclose their 
for operations presence in the Cape Wrath Area, N.W. Approaches, 
C.E. 1, C.E. 2, S.W. Approaches, Bristol Channel or Irish Sea, 
and C.E.3. the following organisation is to be brought into 

force forthwith:-
A. Action addressees are each to detail 3 ships 

daily from those exercising in their respective areas or at 
anchor off their respective ports. In the case of group training 
the whole group should be detailed.
B. Ships detailed may be ordered by C. in C. Western Approaches 
to carry out operations C.E. 1 2 or 3 in accordance with W.A. 
0202/7 dated 11th October 19U4 or to operate in the Irish Sea, 
either independently or in conjunction with forces already on 
the spot.
C. Ships detailed are to be at 2 hours notice when in harbour.
D. Action addressees are to inform C. in C. Western Approaches 
daily of names of ships or groups detailed. Senior Officers 
duties are to be taken from 0800 to 0800.

/ 2. . .
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551
23.1 2 .1941*.
Saturday.

HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
Western Approaches,

Organisation 2. Blank reports are required.
for reserves 3. Support groups which have been brought in for 
for operations a short rest are not to be used.
C.E. 1, C.E. 2, U- This supersedes ray 281916 March 19¥l (not to 
and C.E.3* all) which is cancelled.
(contd). (C. in C. W.A. , 231823A to Western Approaches

Command)•
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War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS.

23.12.1944.
Saturday.

Operations
Norway

Operation My P.C.S. at 0200 today Saturday 61° 45' N.,
"Fretsaw". 01° 00* E., 250°, 20 knots. Intend to alter

course 2026 at 0600.
(2). Force 4 return to harbour. TRUMPETER comply 
C. in G. H.F's 221144A. Berths on arrival 

NORFOLK - A.3, TRUMPETER - B.l.
(C.3.10, 230047A to NORFOLK.)
Operation "Fretsaw". No shipping sighted. Demonstration 

also at 1950 Force 3 held by enemy radar continuously for 3 
hours.

(C.S.10, 230051A to C. in G. H. F. )

C. in C. H.F's 212308, A.M. 200018 and F. O.C.T’s 
211317.
It is the intention that a strike of 12 Barra
cuda R.A.T.O. G-. from 828 Squadron should be 
available at Hatston for C. in C. H.F. until 821 
Squadron is available.
(2) Adverse weather conditions have affected the 

delivery of R.A.T.O.G. Barracudas but Admiralty records show 
that 8 are now at Hatston and that 4 more are about to arrive.
(3) To ensure that conversion of pilots of 828 Squadron to 
Avengers is completed by 1st February conversion is to be done 
at Hatston concurrently with Barracuda flying practices.
(4) F.0.N.A.S. is requested to attach the 6 Avengers and main
tenance ratings referred to in para. (2) of A.M. 200018 to 828 
Squadron at Hatston for conversion and flying practice and to 
arrange courses for maintenance ratings.
(V.C.N. S. , 231646A to C. in G. H.F. , F.O.N.A.S.)

R.A.T.O. G. 
Barracudas 
for Home 
Fleet.

Operations 
Northern Waters

Convoy Pass to N.C.S.Os. concerned.
J.W. 63. J.W.63. A.M. 131852A from Middlesbrough for

EMPIRE ARCHER read SAMARITAN.
(D.T.D. , 231413A to C. in C. Rosyth.)

Unidentified A.S.V. contact by aircraft V.547 at 0240A/23rd 
vessel off in position 59° 22' N., 01° 35’ W. of surface
Fair Isle. craft which was burning navigation lights and

fired correct submarine recognition signals was 
incorrectly assumed to be F.F.S. RUBIS on 
passage from Lerwick. It is confirmed from 

LOCH MONTEITH escort with RUBIS that RUBIS was at time in 
company in position 170° Sumburgh Head 5 miles.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 231609A to Admty.)
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Merchant
ships
attacked
off
Ymuiden.

Allied Air Activity
Nr.l. My 1932. Have attacked enemy with 
bombs level cannon or machine gunfire. Hits 
observed position 52° 28’ N., 4° 26’ (Gee 2000) 
(A/C WNU 95, 231950 to 16 Group.)
Nr.2. My 1932. 3 L(/Vs. being shadow(ed)
52 N., 04.27 E., course reported N.E., speed 
5 m.p.h.
(A/C WNU 95, 232020A to 16 Group.)

E-Boat off 
Ymuiden. Nr.4. My 1950, contact lost with enemy last

seen position 52° 28’ N., 04° 30' E., course E., 
30 knots, believed on fire.
(A/C WNU 96, 232035A to 16 Group.)

Deep mining 
off Hartland 
Point.

Mining
Carry out Operation H.Y.A.5 at 1540 December 
24th.
(P.0.I.C. Milford Haven, 231105A to PLOVER.)

Minesweeping Unless otherwise ordered continue clearance of 
off Schelde. Q.Z.X. 1475 tomorrow Sunday.

(2) It is possible there was a further E-Boat 
lay on the eastern edge of this area.
(3) No mine disposal vessel available for 

tomorrow. Acknowledge.
(C. in C. Nore, 231910 to M.S.F. 18.)
Initial sweeping of Schelde and approaches has now been 

completed. The success of this operation has been much 
assisted by the interest and advice given by VERNON M/S and 
their rapid provision of special sweeping gear for the occasion. 
(2) 241 ground mines and 39 moored mines were swept during the operation.

(C. in C. Nore, 232151A to VERNON.)

Minesweeping 
at Brest. Sweeping carried out yesterday December 22 at 

Brest. Three moored mines swept in Port de 
Conmerce by M.L. Flotilla.
(Com. Y Sqdn., 232213A to C.T.F. 125.)

Enemy Intelligence
Mining 
results 
Norway 
Oslo Fjord 
mid-Dec.

My 081034. Following results minelaying of 
Dec. 13th are reported.
(l) Horten. (a ) Inner harbour will be closed 
for 2 weeks from date of mining.
(B) 3 mines dropped 40 to 50 metres east of 
Canal bridge beside canal.
(C) Mines dropped 150 metres south-west of Canal 
behind sports ground.

(D) German barrack huts demolished and Norwegian Villa damaged at Apenes.
(E) Mines dropped close to House of Representatives, sea mine 
on Osteya.

/(F) ...
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Enemy Intelligence
(F) 2 mines dropped close to sabotaged 
destroyer. Divers refuse to go down.
(G) Moss/Horten ferry stopped up to Dec. 19th.
(2) Moss. 750 troops with equipment waiting 
in Moss to embark Dec. 13th had to be sent Dec. 
14th to Larvik via Oslo as Moss was closed by 
mines.
(3) Vaerlebukta. 1000 tons Finnish vessel 
mines, minesweepers damaged, 5 mines exploded

all Dec. 14th.
(4) Langgrunnen. Horten closed for shipping up to Dec. 19th. 
Was swept Dec. 16th but no mines exploded. B.2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 231304 to Admty.)

Mining 
results 
Norway 
Oslo Fjord 
mid-Dec. 
(Contd.)

My 191257 following are recent movements of 
military transports reported from Oslo, Moss, 
Arendal and Frederikstad begins:
Oslo. (a) WINRICH VON KNIPRODE left Oslo 
December 9th with about 1,200 men including 3 
companies fully equipped Alpine troops and 1 
S.S. company. In addition she carried 100 
Finnish seamen and a few Norwegian and German 
Prisoners.

(b) STAHLECK left Oslo December 9th for Ferder loaded with 
military material.
(c) ROLANDSECK arrived Oslo December 13th and left same day 
with 400 S.S. troops and large quantity of cargo.
(d) MATTHIAS STINES arrived Oslo December 13th from Moss and 
loaded 290 private cars number of motor cycles, 15 airplane 
engines, 1 transformer and 8 tractor lorries.
(eT HANSA I lay in Oslo December 16th embarking troops.
(f) ISAR and WINRIGH VON KNIPRODE were expected in Oslo December 
18th to fetch troops.
Moss. (a) MARS and GIJON embarked about 1,800 men in Moss 
December 1st and left same day for Fred^rikshavn.
(b) BRETAGNE discharged mail at Moss December 2nd and left for 
Fred^rikshavn same day with eight to nine hundred men.
Cc) GIJON embarked about 1,300 men in Moss December 6th.
(d) MARS, MOLTKEFELS and LUDWIGSHAFEN left Moss December 14th 
with troops and equipment from Finland. One 60 ton transformer 
from Rjukan also left in USHANT.
(3) Arendal. (a) ISAR arrived Arendal^ December 3rd and dis
embarked 700 men chiefly older troops. She left Denmark later 
same day with troops and material especially cars.
(b) ISAR returned Arendal December 7th and left again on Dec.
9th with troops and material.
(c) ISAR made another trip to Arendal December 12th left 
following day with troops and material.
(d) SUDERAU arrived Arendal December 8th with 150 younger 
recruits and left December 9th with troops and material.
(e) SUDERAU again arrived Arendal December 13th and loaded 
troops, horses and materials.
She was expected to leave Denmark December 14th. B.2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 231327 to Admty.)

German 
Military 
transport 
to and from 
Norway.

/NURNBERG ..
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Enemy Intelligence - Gontd.
104lA/22nd December. Cruiser believed 
NURNBERG accompanied by 4000 ton transport in 
position 55° 31* N., 15° 04* E., course 015°. 
Graded B.2.

Comment: P.R.U. shows .NURNBERG had left Gdynia between 15th
and 21st December. The above report is probably true and 
4000 ton transport is probably a sperrbrecher. NURNBERG may 
be proceeding to Oslo Fjord to join KttLN and EMDEN or to 
relieve one of these ships.
(D.D.I.C. , 231914A to C. in C. H.F., A.C.O.S.)

Port Facilities
Le Havre. Corvette on northern side entrance Le Havre

has been removed allowing straight approach and 
entrance to harbour with 250 foot clear channel 
between Digue du Nord and ship sunk in southern 

half of entrance. Minimum depth in entrance 20 feet at low 
water springs. This conforms depth immediately inside harbour. 
No restrictions on length of ships entering harbour. 30 feet 
still maximum draft that can be carried in approach channel.
On opening main channel about 1st January this restriction 
will be removed.
(C.T.F. 125, 231453A to A.N.C.X.F.)

Casualties and Defects
CHARLESTOWN. Reference F.0.I.C. Harwich 101615A December.

Damage to CHARLESTOY/N will necessitate at least 
three weeks work when a dock is available. In 
view of ship's age it is not considered justi

fiable to carry out repairs. It is therefore intended to 
reduce the ship to category 'C' in accordance with Admiralty 
Message 162314 Sept. Board to enquire into collision between 
CHARLESTOWN and FLORIZEL is being convened by F.0.I.C. Harwich 
on Wednesday 27th December.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 231016 to Admty.)

War Diary.

NURNBERG.

Following received from VANITY begins:
Regret collision with unknown merchant ship while 
anchoring in thick weather in vicinity of B.l 
buoy early this morning. Damage to number 4 
starboard oil fuel tank and ship side buckled 
between number 139 and 142 stations. Request 

Dockyard Representative may inspect damage on arrival in 
Sheerness. 220400. Ends.
Also begins: My 220400. Merchant ship was APEX owner Ward of
Goole who reports no apparent damage. 221135A. Ends.
(C. in C. Nore, 231441A to Adraty.)

T.I.D. 70. At 1045 today our towing cable exploded a mine 
cutting T.I.D. Boat No. 30 loose and damaging 
T.I.D. Boat No. 70 at position 50.02.00 N., 

00.52.50 W. At 1300 T.I.D. Boat No. 70 sank at position 50.28 
N., 00.58.00 W.
(U.S. Army L.T. 533, 231630 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

VANITY/
APEX
collision.
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North A t la n t i c .

41 E sco r t  E.G. 41 in  DELPHINIUM is  t o  take 3TONHCROP under
Group. h is  o rd e rs  and s a i l  at 1800A /23rd Dec. t o  r e l ie v e

39th E scort  Group.
(2 ) 39th E s co r t  Group c o n s is t in g  o f  ENCHANTRESS 
( 3 .0 . )  and HYDERABAD is  c a r r y in g  ou t p a t r o l  

"S ausage" t o  the w est o f  the S t r a i t  as in  my 201133 (b e in g  
passed  to  4 1 s t  E scort  Group and 5th E s co r t  G roup .)
(3 }  ENCHANTRESS is  t o  arrange R/V w ith  DELPHINIUM.
(4 ) A fte r  R/V has been  made 39th E sco r t  Group ( i s ? )  to r e tu rn  to  
G ib r a lta r .

F .O .G .M .A . 231018A to  E .G . 41 (n e g a t iv e  ALI3MA), E .G . 39 
n eg a tiv e  SPIREA. )

5 E sco r t  On co m p le tio n  o f  e x e r c is e  p.m . 24th Dec. E.G. 5 in
Group. AYLMER is  to  take BLIGH, KEMPTHORNE and KEATS under

h is  o rd e rs  and p roceed  through S t r a it  to westward 
t o  hunt southeastbou nd  U -Boat.
(2 )  U-Boat la s t  f i x e d  by D/F w ith in  45 m ile s  o f  041 

3 0 ’ N. 017° 30 ' W. at 0 8 0 0 A /2 ls t  Dec.
(3 ) E stim ated p o s i t io n  and cou rse  o f  U-Boat a t  0800A /25th 345 w ith  
in  80 m ile s  o f  037° N. 012° W» ap prox . 1 2 0 °.
(4 ) AYLMER is  req u ested  t o  keep me f u l l y  in form ed o f  movements 
and in t e n t io n s ,  r e p o r t in g  on a r r iv a l  in  Athens area w hether s ta te  
o f  sea  s u ita b le  f o r  S ch n orkel and any subsequent a l t e r a t io n s .
(5 )  Communication in  a ccord an ce  w ith  M .A .O .P . method 2716 k /c s  
may be used  betw een 3 .0 .  o f  Groups as re q u ire d  by AYLMER. 
I n d ic a t io n  c a l l  s ig n  o f  S .O 's  5th E.G. (c o r r u p t  group ) APACHE.
(6 )  E .G . 5 is  to  assume 3 .0 .  A /S  p a t r o l  on a r r iv a l  in  the area 
and is  to  o rd e r  E.G. 41 to  J .T . as r e q u ire d .
(F .O .G .M .A . 231052A to  E.G . 5 . )

NEWFOUNDLAND. A r r iv a l .
(F .O .G .M .A . 231124A to  Admty. e t c . )

FOGG . . FOGG under tow CHINABERRY and L .T . 643 w i l l  e n te r
(to rp e d o e d  P ra ia  Bay T e r c e ir a  about 2100Z /23  f o r  r e p a ir s  make 
20th  D e c .) FOGG seaw orthy . Other v e s s e ls  in  company w i l l

p ro ce e d  H orta f o r  f u e l .
(A lusna L isbon  has a c t io n  by o th e r  means as 231344.) 
(Cominch 231437Z t o  A lusna L is b o n .)

A rr iv e d  P ra ia  T e r c e ir a  at 1900Z /23rd  U .S .3 . FOGG in  tew o f  
CHINABERRY and L .T . 643 w ith  H .M .R.T. SALVONIA, U .S .3 . IRA,
JEFFERY, L .C .I .  419 and L .C .I .  542.
(3 .B .N .O . A zores 232000Z to  F .O .G .M .A .)

"G en era l" c la ss  F o llow in g  r e c e iv e d  from  Cominch b e g in s s -  
T roop ers . I t  is  n e ce ssa ry  from  time to  time to s a i l

"G en era l" c la s s  t r o o p e r s  maximum speed 1 9 , 
in d ep en d en tly  to  M editerranean . In such  circum 
s ta n ce s  when th ere  i3  U-Boat th rea t o f f  M ed iter

ranean ap p roach es, A dm ira lty  is  r e q u e s te d  in  p r a c t ic a b le  ca ses  t o  
p ro v id e  s u r fa c e  e s c o r t  through dangerous area and Coramorseafron 
i s  d ir e c t e d  to  p r o v id e  a e r ia l  e s c o r t .  T .0 .0 .  2l20^t0Z (E n d s.)
(2 )  R equest you w i l l  take a c t io n  as r e q u is it e *
(D .O .D .(F ) 232215A to  F .O .G .M .A .)
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VALIANT, 
f u e l , 
C apetow n.

S ou th  A t l a n t i c .

In  the e v e n t  o f  VALIANT b e in g  u n a b le  t o  b e r th  
a lo n g s id e  a t  Capetown f o r  f u e l  i t  seem s d e s i r a b le  
to  have a ta n k e r  s ta n d in g  b y . B est s h ip  a v a i la b le  
appears to  be NEDERLAND* E .T .A . 2 6 th , w h ich  has 
4 ,0 0 0  ton s gas o i l  f o r  d i s c h a r g in g ,  re m a in d e r  o f
h e r  c a rg o  b e in g  p e t r o l .

( 2 )  R eq u est  a p p ro v a l t o  d e la y  s a i l i n g  o f  NEDERLAND as n e c e s s a r y  
in  ca s e  sh e  i s  r e q u ir e d .
( 3 )  An a l t e r n a t iv e  ta n k er  i s  ATHOL REGENT E .T .A . 24 th  w ith  f u l l  
c a r g o  o f  fu rn a c e  o i l  f o r  d is c h a r g in g  a f t e r  w h ich  she has t o  c le a n  
and lo a d  m o la sse s  a t  Durban f o r  U.K*
(C . in  C. S .A . 231457 t o  A dm ty.)

Man-Power 
V/. A f r i c a .

Need f o r  econom y. (R e s id e n t  M in is t e r ,  No T - 0 . 0 /  
2 3 , t o  G o v e rn o rs , e t c . )
See L io n  Copy.
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W ARNING : This is an unparaphrased version of a secret cypher or confidential code message, and the text must first be paraphrased* ii it is essential to communicate it to persons outside British or Allied Government Services.

F la g  O f f ic e r  Commanding West A fr ic a  N o .207 and.A ir  O f f ic e r  Commanding West A fr ic a  N o.08 re p e a te d  to  you f o r  in fo rm a tio n )  and S. o f  8*f o r  th e  C o lo n ies  ( f o r  th e  M in is te r  of D efence F i r s t  L ord  o f th e  A d m ira lty , S. o f S f o r  War S . o f S. f o r  A ir..)R epea ted  G overnor N ig e r ia  No*1003 and by sovingram  toG ovornor Gold C oast G overnor Gambia and G .O .G .in  0 . West A f r io a ,
T h ere  i s  u rg e n t need fo r  in c re a s e d  man-power f o r  the  fo rc e s  in  th o  European th e a tr e *  R ecen t f ig h t in g  has made t h i s  need more a c u te  th an  e v e r .

2* Most d r a s t i c  s to p s  o f te n  of an u n p le a sa n t and un conventionen a tu re  a r e  b e in g  tak en  a t  th e  d i r e c t io n  o f th e  Government a t  homo to  en su re  th o  g r e a te s t  im pact o f man-power a g a in s t  th e  enemy in  th o  s h o r t e s t  tim o . W est A fr ic a  m ust make i t s  im m ediate c o n tr ib u t io n  to  t h i s  need . Wo must be as bold as those  a t  home.
3 , X have no p re c iso  f ig u r e s  of th e  p re se n t European s t r e n g th s  o f  th e  th re e  S e rv ic e s  in  West A f r ic a ,  but e s t im a te s  su b m itted  in  
J u ly  l o s t  in  re sp e c t  o f r a t io n s  re q u ire d  in  19U5 f o r  th e  Army and th o  R .A .F. wore ap p ro x im a te ly  17,000 in  th o  a g g re g a te . As re g a rd s  tho  Navy, f ig u ro  i s  u n d e rs to o d  to  bo about 9 ,0 0 0 . V/o m ust see  how we can reduce th e s e  numbers d r a s t i c a l l y  and a t  once.
It* T here a re  two ways of doing t h i s .  F i r s t ,  c o n t ra c t io n  of p re se n t s t r a t e g i c  o p e r a t io n a l  ro le  of tho  Navy and R .A .F. w ith  consequen t r e tu rn  of* u n i te  to  th e  U.K. o r t h e i r  disbandm ent lo c a l ly  w ith  r e le a s e  of man-power. Second, a comb o u t o f our e x i s t in g  e s ta b lish m e n ts .

• 5.. As reg a rd s  th e  f i r s t ,  I  am a sk in g  th e  M in is te r  o f D efencei f  he w i l l  ag re e  to  th e  C h ie fs  of S t a f f  roviewing_now th e  p re se n t o p e ra t io n a l  r o le  o f  th o  Navy and R .A .F. w ith  a view to  a p o s s ib le  re d u c tio n  o f some o f t h e i r  e x i s t in g  commitments.
6 .  I  was inform ed in  th e  U.K. by th e  A d m ira lty  t h a t  i t  i y  p lan n in g  to  reduce to  th e  p e ace -tim e  s c a l e ,  a f t e r  th e  d e fe a t  o f Germany, th e  Naval West A fr ic a n  C o a s ta l  B a s e (s ) .  I t  m ight bo p o s s ib le  to  in tro d u c e  now t h i s  re d u c tio n  w ho lly , o r in  pert,.

(*Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad : “• O.T.P.” are excepted irom this rule.)
No T .0 .0 . /2 3 rd  December.

D ate 2i*.1 2*Ifiu R eed .0025
CYPHER( O .T .P. )

A ddressed  3*o f  S . C o lo n ie s .
IMMEDIATE
No. 13^9.
A ddrossod G overnor S ie r r a  Leone No. 595 (F o llo w in g  fo r
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WARNING : This is an unparaphrased version oi a secret cypher or confidential code 
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persons outside British oT%llied Government Services.

(♦Note : Messages shown as having been sent in a One-Time Pad :
7, I  was my d e p a r tu re
from the U.K. that some reduction of O.R. Squadron was 
under consideration. I t  might he possible that these
reductions could be put into e ffe c t  now,

8. These stra teg ic  issues are, however, matter on which 
the U.K. Government w il l  have to give decisions.

9. As regards the second way of obtaining economies,
I  ask that you consider th is along the fo llow ing l in e s :-

(a ) whether you cannot forthwith impose an over-a ll 
cut o f a substantial percentage o f your fo rces , accepting 
the d i f f ic u lt ie s  and inconveniences which such a cut must 
en ta il,  at any rate at the outset, and u n til you have had 
an opportunity o f reorganising your command.

(b) w il l  you look at establishments and numbers o f 
your units to see i f  some cannot be ro lled  up, or a l t e r n a t i v e  
some economy achieved by the immediate re-d is tr ibu tion  of 
your forces ,

(c ) I  ask that special a tton tior be  given to H.Q.  
s ta ffs  at Freetown and Naval shore establishments along the 
coast.

(d) I  ask the A.O.C. to look at once at the numbers 
and use o f mon-pov/cr at the R.A.F. bases, particu la rly  
Takoradi,

, (e ) I  ask the A.O.C, to communicate at once with the
A ir  M inistry and Transport Command i n  order to see i f  a . 
rehate in man-power could not be imposed on staging posts 
on the Trans A frican  route in  the ligh t of reduced t r a f f i c ,

( f )  I  ask the G.O.C. in C. i f  he w i l l  look particu larly  
at his H.Q. s ta f f  at Achimota and as to whether the number 
o f .European N.C.O's and men at H.Q. and in his area commanda 
could not be lessened, even at some risk  to th e ir  immediate  
e ffic ien cy .

10# I  am sure that I  can re ly  on your approach to th is  
urgent problem with the same enthusiasm and ruthle.s3n.es3
as is  being displayed in the U.K.

11, I  want to promise substantial man-power help from Vi’est 
A fr ica  by next Saturday. I  therefore a3k you to set the 
necessary machinery in motion at once in order that we can 
have a meeting o f the three Service chiefs under my 
Chairmanship here next Friday 29th December,

12, I  am repeating th is signal to the M inister o f Defence, 
the F irs t Lord o f the Admiralty, the Secretaries o f State 
fo r  YJar and A ir and the Governors.

ITo T.O.O./23o
Deed, in War Reg, 1715/28. 
Circulated by S, o f S,Colonies 

to internal d ep ts ., S, of S.
fo r  War, 3. of S. fo r  A ir , 
War O ffic e , A ir Min, W.-C.O. 
Noe10 Downing Street and
Admiralty.

C ircu latio n 9



V. .-I''

- 3-

1st Lord, NOTE.
1st S.L,I

[1)
C i r c u l a t e d

D . F , S , L. i ■ ]Id. of M.
2nd S.L. -
Contr, \;.4 ♦
V i c e  Gontr, 
5th S.L.

♦

V.C.N.S. '
A.ColT.8. (A)
A . C . N . S , 1H )
A . C . N . S . 1P) D.C.N.A.E.A.C.N.S.jJu t ) (2 )
U , W . R C Hd. of M.
Sec, Ad. L ’lake,
Dep. Sec. D.A./S.W.
Nav. Sec,» D . T . D . (4)
Pari. Sec. D.T.3.D.
P.A.S.(NP) W.D,
P . A . S . ( S
D . O . D , ( H ) ( U ) D. of L.D.
D u t y  Capt. • v •
Plot.
D.N.I.
D.D.I.C.(2]D. of P.(2 .
D. of P,(Q)(3) N,A.2nd SoL.(OD) 
N.A.2nd S.L A.C.N.P.
D. of M.D.S.V.P.m.d.o.
E.A.P.Hd. of C.W.

mek/m c .
(70).
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Mediterranean
BIDEFORD. Delay to BIDEFORD is not acceptable. Your 221226

refers. Ship should be sailed as in my 171731, 
not to R.A. Alexandria.
(0. in 0. Med. 230837A to F.O.L.E.M.)

You are not to enter Tobruk. Alternative escort for NEBOJSCA 
will be arranged.
(2) Proceed direct position 292 for onward routeing by V.A.M. to 
Gibraltar, report E.T.A. position 292.
(3) My 221226 and Alexandria's 221853 are amended accordingly 
0. in G. Med’s 230 837 refers, no reference to all.
(F.O.L.E.M. 231555B to BIDSFORD)

Shipping Following is purport of letter from Turkish
for Black General Staff with reference to G. in C. Med’s
Sea. 091343 and complete information given in my

(1371) 841, 151858.
(2) Pilots are only required for passing ships 
(corrupt group) booms in Dardanelles and Bosphorus.

(3) Shipping bound for Black Sea ports must (a) embark and 
(b) disembark pilots at following places:-
In Dardanelles: (a) Maitos or Nagara, Kalessi or Chanak.
(b) Bergaz Iskelessi or Saltik Liman.
In Bosphorus:
(a) Buyugentlere or Beikos. (b) Buyuk Bay or Kechili Bay.
The reverse applies to shipping bound from Black Sea ports.
(4) As shipping may anchor at any of places mentioned in para.3 
above, ’’awaiting anchorage” at Mudros or elsewhere appears 
unnecessary.
(5) Ships can pass through the Straits by day or by night and 
singly or in groups of not more than 4 ships. There are only 
4 pilots at Dardanelles and I am informed that this number can 
not be increased.(6) For passing through Straits in groups of 4 ships, pilots 
are required in each ship in Bosphorus by day and night, and in 
Dardanelles by night. For the passage of ships through 
Dardanelles by day a pilot is only required in 1st and 3rd Ships 
in the group.(7) The General Staff confirm that all necessary lights will
be lit and shipping will be informed of any change. They will 
also provide latest information of the presence of floating mines 
off Bosphorus. They report that these break away from minefield 
in Northern Black Sea and drift towards Straits. Consider 
these are not an appreciable menace.(8) Names of (?anchorages) para.3 above are taken from Admiralty 
Chart 2429 ana 1198.
(9) F.O.L.E.M. pass to B.N.L.O.Black Sea. S.A.G. Med* S.B.N.O. 
Greece, Admty. pass to Admiral Archer B.A.D. and Com. 8th Fleet. 
(B.N.A. Ankara, 230945C to Admty.)

Danube. 280263. From Captain Maund.
Ref. Foreign Office telegram 269 Dec. 21st quoting 
Moscow telegram 3575 Dec. 1st.
I still feel confident that Russians will have 

to invoke our assistance in clearing the Danube and that we are 
accordingly in a position to make our own terms both as regards 
operational control and subsequent administration of river.
My 071202 Nov. and para. 4 my NACB/003 (neither to Roumania) 
refers.(A.C.S. Bulgaria, 231158 to Admty). Note by C.A.6: 071202
November and NACB/003 were not distributed in the 0./Cruiser ...
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FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean -  Contd.
Following received from F.O.L.E.M.( begins)
Lebanese Prime Minister and M.F.A. have requested 
strongly that a British Cruiser should v is it  Beirut 
as soon as possible after EMILE BERTIN leaves (ends) 
As a v is it  o f this kind appears to be purely a 

p o lit ica l matter I should be glad o f T .L 's guidance observing 
that owing to delay in ARETHUSA sailing i t  w ill be necessary in 
order to f u l f i l  this commitment to withdraw one o f  my Cruisers 
at present usefully employed in the Aegean.
(C. in C. Med. 231210A to Admty) Reply: 241841A.

War Diary

Cruiser 
fo r  Beirut.

C.F.B. My 051522 Dec. Request early action be taken to
Gibraltar, implement the proposals o f  C.C.F. Med. in his No.
closing. C.F.50 21/15 o f 18th Nov. 1944 (not to Admty)

regarding closing down o f C.F. base Gibraltar, 
reporting date o f reduction in order that paying 
o f f  order for ISKRA may be issued.

(2) proposed complement for C.F. Maintenance Party is  approved 
with exception that two shipwrights only and not four are allowed. 
(6) C. in C. Med. has no information regarding the previous 
history o f  Yachts ISKRA and LORNe.
Request proposals for disposal o f  these vessels be forwarded by 
le tte r .
(C. in C. Med. 231628 to F.O.G.M.A.etc.)

Situation (1) Throughout clearance operation at Piraeus
report E.L.A.S.have sustained heavy casualties and
No.514. prisoners so far number 4,000.

(2) Army's assault on north side o f Piraeus harbour 
commenced on 22nd December and despite heavy S.A. 
f ir e  by rebels is  proceeding successfully 

according to plan.
(3) At Preveza situation is quiet but threatening. Large number 
of refugees are arriving from other d is tr ic ts .
(4) Merchant seamen Liberty men from SS. FORT COLUMBIA at Volos
who were captured by E.L.A.S. have been surrendered to MUSKETEER 
after threat o f bombardment. t
(5) SAXIFRAGE and PROTEA with M.G.B.661 sank 2 E.L.A.N. caiques 
at Monopetala near Patras.
(6) ROMEO is aground on Therraia Island.
(7) CALEDON has returned to Kavallo from Salonika and reported 
a ll  appears quiet at the former.
(8) While investigating Livadia Bay at Piscopi H.M.S. EXMOOR 
was fired on by the shore batteries.
(C. in C. Med. 231746 to Admty. e tc .)

SAGGAT for C. in C. Med's 171223. In view o f d if f ic u lt ie s  
Piraeus. which arose with Swedes regarding procedure set

out in A.M. 212023/0c t . i t  is preferred that 
d ifferent arrangements should be made.
(2) For purpose o f  leaving Swedes fina l word in ,

/authorising . . .
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SAGGAT
for
Piraeus. 
(Contd.)

RICHELIEU.

Shipping for 
Black Sea.

560
23.12.1944
Saturda;.

FOREIGN STATIONS

Mediterranean
authorising sailings of ships held up at Gibraltar, 
request S.B.N.O. Greece should signal to Admty. 
(info C. in C. Med, V.A.M. and F.O.G.M.A.) dates 
vessels can be accepted at Piraeus. Admty. will 
then inform Swedes who will themselves fix sailing 
date for promulgation by Admty.
(Hd. of M.B. Approved A.C.N.S.(F), 232043A to 
C. in C. Med.)

There is now less urgency for RICHELIEU'S return 
to the East.
(2) Short extention of refit or practice period can 
be accepted if desirable.
(3) Request you will report your intentions. 
(D.O.D.(F), Approved V.C.N.S.(on docket O.D.1307/44 
232205A to C. in C. Med.)

M.W.T.R. No T.0.0/23.
See America and West Indies.

V
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23.12.1944.
Saturday.

FOREIGN STATIONS.

East Indies.
No fresh information scale in all areas remain 
unchanged except V.p. one reduced to X.5.
(C. in G. E.I. 230346.)

Request RULER and KHEDIVE be used for ferrying 
duties as SPEAKER and SLINGER will probably be 
required for operations on arrival.
(2 ) Ref. A.M's 181933 and 221915 refer.
(3) All 4 carriers to proceed direct to East 
Indies Station together.
(C. in C. E.I. 231340Z to Admty.)

V
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Saturday.
FOREIGN STATIONS.

America & West Indies.
Trinidad Request you will ascertain as soon as possible
base. the Navy Dept.'s views on proposals contained in

S.B.N.O. W.At. *s 161535.
(2) Release of some 600 R.N. personnel, which 
acceptance of these proposals will allow, will 

assist materially in meeting outstanding commitments in East 
Indies and Pacific Commands.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 230342A to B.A.D.)

GLOIRE. Cominch 221415 directed Comlastseafron to sail
French cruiser GLOIRE from New York to Cherbourg 
on 23 Dec. to arrive by 1 Jan. C.E.S.F. 222101 
directed C.T.G. 02-3 sail the GLOIRE on 23 Dec. 

via following route. "From Point Z thence A. 40 N. 67 W.
B. 41 N. 50 W. C* 45 N. 30 W. D* 49 N. 10 W» thence destination" 
At 1600Z/23 Dec. depart Navy Yard New York proceed to Cherbourg 
in accordance Cominch and C.E.S.F. directives.
(Com. 3 231332Z to GLOIRE.)

U/B dis
positions.

Estimates.
(N.S.H.Q. 231351Z, Cominch 231516Z.)

T.G. 61.1. Task Group 21.4- hereby dissolved. Task Group 61.1 
hereby constituted, Captain Benson in WINSLOW.
Task Unit 61.1.1. Capt. Benson in 'WINSLOW C.C.D. 
23 in SELL3TR0M, BAMSDEN, MILLS, RHODES, SAVAGE. 

Task Unit 61.1.2 Comdr. Murrell C.C.D. 57 in GARY, BRI3TER,
FINCH, RICHEY.
Task Group 61*1 escort convoy C.U. 53 (TROUNCER included) 
departing New York 2nd January for U.K. and continent.
T.U. 61.1.1 return escorting U.C. 53A T.U. 61.1.2 U.C. 53B when 
directed by Admiralty. Capt* Benson retain present conmunication 
roup.
Cinelant 231444Z to C.T.G. 21.4.)I

Shipping for S.A.B.W.A. 776 Mossy S.A.B.W.A. 744 Mossby.
Black Sea. (1) Russians have now agreed to receive up to

9 dry cargo ships and 5 tankers simultaneously in 
Odessa beginning late in January arrival* Maximum 
draught on arrival 28 feet. They can provide 
manganese for homeward loading at Poti.

(2) Russians agree to W.S.A. Representatives who will be naval 
members U.3.A. Military Mission.
(3) Communications will be handled by Soviet Radio operators at 
Odessa and Naval divisions of U.S.A. Military Mission will maintain! 
contact with Soviet Naval Authorities on pilotage routeing etc. in 
Black Sea.
(4) Russians ask for all possible cranes and other port equipment 
in first ships and require 2 or 3 tugs. Possibilities are being 
examined.

/ ( 5) . «
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America & West Indies.
Shipping for 
Black Sea* 
(Contd.)

(5) W.3.A. are arranging to switch 8 vessels 
allocated for Russian Aid for January to Persian 
Gulf to load for Black Sea. First 4 ships will 
sail in U.G.S. 69 on 18th Jan. next 2 in U.G.S.
71 on 28th Jan. and last 2 in U.G.S. 73 on 7th Feb. 
Vessels will load cargo which can be discharged 

by ships gear and all available and suitable cranes which can 
be discharged by ship's gear.
(6) First 5 vessels in any case will be bunkered for round voyage. 
Enquiries are being made about possibilities of bunkering in 
Black Sea for Russia for later sailings.
(7) W.3.A. are enquiring about Russian wishes in respect of 
tankers particularly whether Black Sea discharges could be 
alternative to North Russia.
(8) Above arrangements will reduce Russian Aid to Persian Gulf 
after U.G.S. 66 to one half cargo for balance of January loading.
(9) Please advise Admiralty.
(Combined Shipping Adjustment Board Washington via M.W.T.R. New 
York No T.0.0. to C.S.A.B. London.)

Australia & New Zealand.
Digest 1067, (3) Two quartets Mitchells searched Flores Sea
Dec. 22nd. during nrap* destroying one barge at Lomblem

Island and straffed two more near Koepang.
(4) R/C Liberator sighted two tankers six escort 
vessels Camranh Bay noon having earlier seen two 

possible heavy cruisers three destroyers 135 miles south southeast 
Camranh Bay course 330° at 17 knots. Latter sighting supported 
by submarine report eight hours later of five ships believed two 
heavy cruisers, three destroyers heading east 75 miles south 
southeast Camranh Bay at 18 knots.
(13) On 21st December eight Kittyhawk's bombed Palompok and straffe 
small craft destroying six barges or luggers. Same day four 
Corsairs attacked barge hideout on Pacijan Island in Caraotes 
area.
(15) Eight Mitchells attacked San Roque airdrome 21st dropping 
bombs along centre of runway* Next day Mitchells hit Zamboanga 
waterfront destroying three small coasters.
(16) Biak based Liberator strafe on Licanan 21st, reported Digest
1066 para* 9 involved 16 planes which destroyed 3 parked 
aircraft: one destroyer, two freighters, ten sea trucks observed
in Davao Harbour.
(17) Search Liberator attacked and left burning one small coaster 
in Davao Gulf 60 miles south of Davao (corrupt group) 21st.
(G.H.Q.S.W.P.A. 231016Z to Admty. , etc.)
* As received.
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

For 24 hours to 0900Z/23rd Dec.
(a) DUMFRIES damaged by explosion probably torpedo 
at 0729Z/23rd December in vicinity 50° 23' N«
01° 42' W.
(2) SLEMI3H torpedoed at 0835Z/23rd December in 49° 
4 3 ’ N. 01° 4 4 ’ V/.
(3) SAMTUCEY damaged by explosion probably torpedo 

at 1910Z/2lst December in 44° 22' N. 63° 23' W.
(c) (1) A/C G/103 obtained A.S.V. contact at 0950Z/22nd December 
in 49° 45' N. 03° 12' W.
(2) M.T.B. 737 attacked doubtful contact at 1530Z/22nd December 
in 50° 09' N. 02° 02' W*
(3) A/C E/105 obtained A.S.V. contact at 1040Z/22nd December in 
49° 4 2 ’ N. 03° 25' W.
(4) H.M. ships BOWMANVILLE and GLACE BAY attacked contact from 
2ll8Z/22na December until 0256Z/23rd December in 51° 4 7 ’ N. 07°
20' W*
(b) (1) E.G. 30 attacked contact at 0835Z/22nd and 1008Z/22nd 
December in 50° 06' N. 01° 21' W.
(D.D.I.C. 231217A to Cominch, N.S.H.Q.)

U/B dis- Estimates.
positions. (D.D.I.C. 231415A, 231416A.)

V/ar Diary.

Submarine 
attack & 
sighting 
summary.

V
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Sunday____

SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
1.The German ]and thrust aiming at the Meuse between 
Namur and liege inclusive has made its second 
start, and they also appear to be massing in 
Holland between the Waal and Maas rivers.

2(a) Midget U-boate continued to appear: one
off West Kapelle at 1220, which abandoned ship 
and was taken in tow by M.T.Bs., but sank 039® 
Ostend 21 miles. The one-man crew was captured; 
another was destroyed by^j.L.1402 off N.F. llhioy 
and her crew transferred to CA TISTOCK; another 
was sighted off N.F.12 buoy at 1445 and her crew 
also recovered after scuttling. A fourth was 
sighted off Flushing by the R.A.F. at 1020 and 
1040.2(b) 27 midget U-boats at least have been
identified on shore by P.R.U. at Wilhelmshaven. 
2(c) SS. EMPIRE PATH was mined off N.F.9 buoy, 
but sank clear of the channel.
E-boats appeared to be on the prowl again off 
Ostend late tonight.

3. ss. LEOPOLDVILLE, carrying American troops, 
was torpedoed off Cherbourg at 1756. She was 
still afloat at 2256.

4. M.T.Bs. 712 and 722 have returned fran a"7.p." 
operation to Bommel Fjord, where they torpedoed 
an M class minesweeper or destroyer, which blew 
up. They also bombarded SlotterS and set a 
house on fire.

Foreign Stations 
Mediterranean
5(a) The situation at the Piraeus, Kavalla 
Islands and at Heraklion is quiet, but that 
at preveza is critical. E.L.A.S here number 
14,000, incliiding a high percentage of foreigners. 
E.D.E.S. are estimated at 9,000, but the morale 
of many of them is low and there is a scarcity 
of ammunition. The Greek destroyer TH3HIST0CLES, 
at preveza, considers that failing naval or air 
action against the enemy the fall of Preveza 
appears probable within four weeks. The 
BRUISER, L.S.T.(l) Alexandria to Taranto, has bee 
diverted to Preveza and is to arrive at 0900B 
tomorrow.

/(b)...
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Hong Kong 
raid.

CLAYOQUOT
sunk.

rF ~ *tO L

Philippines

B.P.F.
Role.

24.12.1944 
Sunday____

SITUATION REPORT

Mediterranean
5(h) At Mitylene^ Earge hostile crowds 
thronged the quayside when SIRIUS arrived on the 
24th to cover a landing of troops. In order to 
avoid an incident the troopships were withdrawn 
to Khios.

China
6. Eighteen Mustangs attacked targets in the 
Hong Kong area. A 450 ft. tanker was sank, three 
freighters and one ferry probably sunk, and one 
freighter damaged in the harbour.

7. Three Mustangs which attacked a convoy of 
eight ships in the Formosa Strait sank a tanker 
of 550 feet.

America and West Indies
8. The Canadian CLAYOQUOT (BANGOR class mine
sweeper) was torpedoed by a U-boat at 1345 in 
44.25 N., 63.25 W. (in the Halifax approaches), 
and sunk. Sixty-four survivors were picked up. 
The KIRKLAND LAKE, minesweeper, afterwards 
reported attacking a U-boat in this vicinity.

Australia and New Zealand
9. An enemy M.T.B., sighted by a Navy Mariner 
aircraft near an allied convoy in the Central 
Mindanao Sea, was.sunk by escorting destroyers.

10. The British Pacific Fleet will act as a carrier task force under operational control ox
/whichever...
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B.P.F.Role 
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Australia and New Zealand
whichever of the Commanders, 3rd or 5th Fleet, 
is conducting operations. Initially this will he 
Admiral Spruence, U.S.N., Commander, 5th Fleet.

ROBERT J.
WALKERtorpedoed

11. The American SS. ROBERT J. WALKER, 7180 tom was torpedoed by a U-boat at 1655 in 36.05 S., 
150.43 E., 165 miles S.S.E. of Sydney, N.S.W., 
but apparently remained afloat.
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M ovem ents
LEONIAN, On c o m p le t io n  o f  r e f i t s  a t  L e i t h  and  A l b e r t  Dock
DEVON CITY. r e q u e s t  LEONIAN an d  DEVON CITY r e s p e c t i v e l y  may

be s a i l e d  t o  G ran g em o u th  to  lo a d  Boom D e fe n c e  
an d  M o o rin g  g e a r  f o r  P a r  E a s t .  ,
( 2 )  L o a d in g  o f  LEONIAN to  t a k e  p r i o r i t y  A .M .181957  

D e c . n o t  to  a l l  a d d r e s s e e s  r e f e r s .
(3 )  D e t a i l s  o f  c a r g o  w i l l  be co m m u n ica ted  d i r e c t  t o  S .B .D . R o s y th  
and  C om nanding O f f i c e r s  by  th e  D i r e c t o r  o r  Boom D e fe n c e s .
(4 )  On c o m p le t io n  o f  l o a d i n g  r e q u e s t  v e s s e l s  may be s a i l e d  to  
M i l f o r d  H aven  f o r  onw ard  s a i l i n g  i n  K .M .S . G onvoy.
D e s t i n a t i o n  C o c h in .
( A .G .N .S . ( P ) ,  240108A t o  C 's  i n  C . N o re ,  R o s y th )

BERWICK. S a i l e d  BERWICK i n  a c c o r d a n c e  w ith  my 232204A .
( P .0 . I .C .G r e e n o c k ,  240914A t o  C. i n  C. H .P . A .C .O .S  
C . i n  C. W .A .)

CAMROSE, CAMROSE i s  to  j o i n  t h e  P ly m o u th  Command. C. i n  C.
c o r v e t t e .  C .N .A 's  171936  w h ich  i s  b e in g  p a s s e d  t o  C . i n  C.

P ly m o u th  r e f e r s .
( A .C .N .S .( H ) , 241120A t o  C. i n  C. P ly m o u th .
S .B .N .O . W .A t.)

C. i n  C* H .P . i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s a i l  MILNE (D .3 )  
and  MATCHLESS t o  a r r i v e  G re e n o c k  a .m . 2 9 th  
D ecem b er t o  c o l l e c t  s t o r e s  an d  r a t i n g s  t a k i n g  
p a s s a g e .
(2 )  P .0 . I .C .G r e e n o c k  i s  r e q u e s t e d  t o  s a i l  s h ip s  

t o  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  onw ard  r o u t e i n g  a s  d e s i r e d  by C. i n  C. M ed.
( 3 )  R o u te  t o  G i b r a l t a r  w i l l  be p ro m u lg a te d  by  A d m ir a l ty .
( 4 )  A.M . 012 3 4 2  r e f e r s .
(D .O .D .( H ) ,  241931A to  C. i n  C. H .P . ,  P .0 . I .C .G r e e n o c k )

MILNE,MATCHLESS.

EMPRESS. A f t e r  l o a d i n g  a /C  a t  B e l f a s t  r e q u e s t  y o u  w i l l  s a i l
EMPRESS i n  K .M .P .3 8  a b o u t  5 th  J a n u a r y .
A.M . 011 3 4 5  n o t  t o  a l l  r e f e r s .
( D .O .D .(H ) ,  242130A t o  C. in  C. W .A .)

O p e r a t io n s  
N o r th  S e a

P a t r o l s .  p a t r o l  t o n i g h t  S u n d a y .
( 1 )  CROOME, 2 MACKAY, 3 VERSATILE, 4 VOLUNTEER,
5 SHELDRAKE, 6A KITTIWAKE.(2 )  12 THORNBOROUGE, 14  EKINS, 16 DAKINS w i th  

O s te n d  C o a s ta l  F o r c e ,  18 SHEARWATER, 19 STAYNER an d  SLAZAK.
'3 )  E s c o r t  f o r  T .A .M . 28  FYTCHLEY and  MENDIP.
[4 )  CAICOS w i l l  be c a r r y i n g  o u t  o p e r a t i o n  " A lp h a b e t” .5 ) P .C . P o u r .  Two M .T .B . Z .1 9 . F .C . Two M .T .B . Z .1 7 . F .C . S ixtw o  M .T .B . Z .1 5 . P .C . S e v e n  Two M .T .B . Z .1 3 .  P .C . E ig h t  Two

t

/M .T .B  Z . l l • • •
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HOME COMMANDS

Operations 
North Sea
M.T.B. Z.ll. P.B. One Two M.T.B. Z.9.
F.B. Three two M.T.B. Z.3. P.B. Pour Two 
M.T.B.53 Buoy. P.A. One, Two, Three, Pour 
M.T.B. M.V/L.L. 14, 17. P.A. Pour, Five, Eleven, 
Eleven M.T.B. F.J/L.L. 40, 55.

P.B. Five, Six, Seven, Pour M.T.B. F.j/W-S. 39, 21.
P.B. Two, Two M.T.B. F.j/W.S. 2100. P.A. Eight Pour M.T.B.
P.J. W.S. 24.15. P.G. Two, Three, Pour M.T.B. F.J/L.L. 26.54. 
P.O. Three, Two M.T.B. F.J/W.S. 35.25.
(0. in G. Pore, 241058A to Pore Corrmand)

Midget Your 231011A, no W-Boats are operational. A.G.M.
S/Ms in 220a of 161819B/June and Snips M.P.80C/44 refers.
Schelde. (P.I.D.l for D.N.I. 241208A to P.O.I.C.Oetend)

Following received from R.A.F. West Kapelle at 
1220 to-day Sunday begins:
Small s/M sighted 5 i miles West Kapelle course P.W. 

and has submerged.
(1) German landed West Kapelle in Rubber Dinghy and taken 
prisoner ends.
(2) Patrols have been warned accordingly.
(N.O.I.C.Ostend, 241235A)

Nothing further received until STEEPHOLME reported AlA^AN 
DALE torpedoed vicinity Schelde No.6 Buoy at 1620/23.
The latter at 1830/23 reported Midget S/M in vicinity Pyne Buoy, 
but was unable to attack owing to shoal water. All available 
H.D.M.Ls were ordered to patrol in Schelde, but no further 
incident was reported during the night. At 1220/24 report refer 
red to in my 241235 was received by telephone from West Kapelle, 
two M.T.Bs, were ordered to patrol the area and 142 Wing Coastal 
Coiranand were asked to attack. Further signal will be made. 

(N.O.I.G.Ostend, 241658A to C. in G. Nore.)
Following is a report of sinking in vicinity of midget S/lls  

after interviewing at Breskens those concerned.
(2) At 0800/23rd H.D.M.L.1465 in Breskens-Flushing patrol got an 
Asdic contact sighted periscope and engaged with guns. S/M 
broke surface one hand baled out 3/M sank. Survivor a German 
Lieut, picked up and being sent to Ostend.
(3) During forenoon a periscope sighted on 3 other occasions by 
patrol depth charges dropped, no definite results, contact lost.

(Com. Belgium, 241711A to A.N.C.X.F., C. in G. Nore, Admty) 
Following received from COWDRAY begins: Prom COWDRAY 

241533A. To C. in 0. Nore, Info: N.0.I.G.Antwerp. N.O.I.C. 
Ostend. Have picked up survivor from German one man midget S/M 
in position 1 mile east of N.F.12 buoy at 1445. Prisoner states
that he had just abandoned craft without firing having sailed 
yesterday. 241553A. Ends.

CO, in 0. Nore, 241726A to Admty.)
(1) One midget 3/M sighted from shore at 1020/24th Dec. in 

position 51 degs. 36* N. 03 degs.36* E. Second S/M sighted 
at 1040/24th December in position 51 degs. 37* N. 03 degs. 50’
E. Patrol craft and A/C hunting. No sightings in West 
Schelde to-day.

War Diar.v

Patrols 
(Contd.)

/(2) ...
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Midget 
submarines 
in Schelde. 
(Contd.)

Operations 
Horth Sea
(2) U.S. Ship ALAN-A.- DALE torpedoed and on f ire 
at 1630/23rd December now aground in position 
51 degs. 21* 36” N. 03 degs. 47' 18” E. out of 
fairway. Eire not yet extinguished but under 
control. Salvage report follows.
(N.O.I.0.Antwerp, 241740A to Com. Belgium)
Report received that M.L.1402 destroyed a Midget

One prisoner transferred to

241225. N.O.I.C. Ostend
The Unit previously individ-

S/M 340 degs. N.F.ll buoy 1 mile.
H.M.S. CATTISTOCK.
(C. in 0. Nore, 241848A to Admty.)

On receipt of N.O.I.0.Ostend,
arranged air strike with 85 Group. --  --
ually detailed to form P.0.4 was expedited and proceeded to patrol 
position eventually after being vectored by A/0. Midget S/M 
was sighted in a position 290 degs. W.K.P.6 miles. An attempt 
to tow was made but S/M sank in approx, position 039 degs. Ostend 
21. Amplifying report as to nature of S/M following.

(0.P.M.U.1, 241920A to 0. in 0. Nore.)
Prisoner from midget U-Boat type Biber sunk off Breskens 

23rd December states: (l) Belonged to Flotilla based Maasluis
area. • „ .
(2 ) Belonged to one group of 12 Bibers towed as far as Schouwen. 

Second Group of 16 Bibers operated from Hook.
Object of both sorties to attack shipping off Flushing. 
Prisoner's Biber carried one torpedo and one mine.
"(D.N.I. 241947A to C. in 0. Nore.)Your 241711. Request confirmation that periscopes were

sighted.(A.N.G.X.F. 242220A to Cora. Belgium)Add to my 241658. B.Y.M.S.2173 reports submerged object
surfaced twice vicinity N.F.13 at 1020/24.
H.D.M.L.1402 reports sinking enemy midget S/M vicinity N.F.ll 
at 1147/24. GATTISTOOK's 241147 not to all refers.

(N.O.I.G. Ostend, 242223 to 0. in C. Nore.)
Nore 241726A and 241848A CATTISTOCK and COWDRAY arrive 

Sheerness daylight tomorrow Monday. Request arrangement, s may 
be made for escort to collect prisoners.

(C. in G. Nore, 242259A to Admty.)My 241235 this Midget SAl was found abandoned and taken in 
tow by M.T.Bs from Ostend. It sank later in position 039 dege. 
Ostend 21 miles which has been marked by buoy. C.F.M.U. One 
241930 refers.(2) Telephone report from N.L.O. 2nd T.A.F. confirms presence 
of Midget S/M in Walcheren and East repetition East Schelde
(3) &A/C from 142 Wing Coastal Command report sighting S/M re
ferred to in para.l above. No further report from these A/C.

(N.O.I.C. Ostend, 242325A to C. in C. Nore)

/Situation ...
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S i tu a t i o n
R e p o r t .

O p e ra t io n s  
N o rth  S ea -  C o n td .
C o s i t i n t r e p  N o .264 P a r t  4 .  D isc h a rg e  by s e a  -  24 h o u rs  p e r io d  e n d in g  24 h o u r  p e r io d  e n d in g  
23160^A D ecem ber.B r i t i s h P e r s o n n e l V e h ic le s S to re :  

( I n c .  C o a l ) .
A ntw erp 263 6 ,2 5 8
O sten d 1 ,0 8 2 39 1 ,3 2 7
B oulogne 6 25 -

D ieppe 47 - 1 ,5 2 6
Caen - - 1 ,3 9 5
G hent - - -

C a la i s 3 2 -
T o ta l s : 1 .1 3 8 329 1 0 ,5 0 6

B u lk  P

2 0 ,1 3 6

TT.S. -  N o rth
A ntw erpC h erb o urgLe H avreRouenG r a n v i l l e

52
3 ,9 2 0945

346581
927

3 ,3 4 7 222
U .S . -  S o u th
M a r s e i l l e s  P o r t  De BoucT o u lo n  ______- _________ _ -3 ,3 4 7  222
(S .H .A .E .P . 241245A to  Adm ty.')

1 3 ,4 2 86 ,1 7 15 ,9 6 33 ,9515112 9 ,8 2 4
1 0 ,6 2 51 ,7 4 2

6661 5 ,0 3 3
2 .2 7 4
2 .2 7 4

Enemy P a n z e r  A m ie s  now s t a r t i n g  on second  round w ith  s i x  a t  l e a s t  o f o r i g i n a l  e ig h t  P a n z e r  D iv i s io n s  in  l i n e .  O b je c t iv e s  o f  advance  b e l ie v e d  s t i l l  sam e, nam ely R iv e r  Meuse from  w e ll  i n c l u s i v e  Namur to  i n c l u s i v e  L ie g e : F i f t h  P a n z e r  Army s t i l l  on m ain  a x i s  th ro u g h  M arche , S ix th  how ever now on m ain a x i s  th ro u g h  V ie ls a l r a .  Seems a  p o s s i b i l i t y  t h a t  s t r e t c h  on Meuse to  be g a in e d  may now have to  be c u t  down a t  W este rn  e x t r e m i ty :  undoubted 
l y  L ieg e  i s  th e  p r im a ry  o b je c tiv e  r a t h e r  th a n  Namur.In  H o lla n d  c i v i l i a n s  r e p o r t  a r r i v a l  o f  7 ,0 0 0  to  1 0 ,0 0 0  t r o o p s  
betw een  W aal and Maas R iv e r s  from  E a s t in g  D .90 t o  E .4 0 . A lso  r e p o r t s  o f  h eav y  m ovem ents o f  f e r r i e s ,  b u i ld  up o f  b r id g in g  m a t e r i a l  and in c r e a s e  i n  am m unition  s to c k s .  A p p e a rs  p o s s i b l e  enemy may a t t a c k  b e tw een  H edel (E .2 9 5 3 ) and G e e r t r u id e n b e r g  (E« 0149} in  c o n ju n c t io n  w ith  p a r a t r o o p s ,  th o ug h  no good c o n f i rm a t io n  
o f  r e p o r t s .(S .H .A .E .F .2 41 8 0 0 A  to  War O f f ic e )

EMPIRE PATH EMPIRE PATH m ined in  p o s i t i o n  260 d e g s . N .F .9  m in ed . 1 m ile  s t i l l  a f l o a t  b u t c a n n o t s te am .(CATTISTOCK, 241710A to  C. in  C. N o re .)My 241710 . T o ta l  crew  ta k e n  o f f  by B .Y .M .S. and R .A .F . R escue L aunch . 2 s l i g h t l y  i n ju r e d .  
B .Y .M .S . b o th  p ro c e e d in g  O stend  s h ip  a n c h o red  c l e a r  o f  c h a n n e l 
and s e t t l i n g  f a s t .(CATTISTOCK, 241752A t o  C. in  C. N ore)

/  S3. EMPIRE PATH..
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Operations
North Sea - Contd.
SS. EMPIRE PATH mined in position 260 N.F.9 1 mile 
at approximately 1700 to-day Sunday.
(2) Ship hit in engine room and abandoned in 
sinking condition.
(3) 56 survivors landed at Ostend.
(4) Tug EUSTON GROSS sailed to investigate.

(5) Further details will be signalled when known.
(n .O.I.0.Ostend, 242020A to C. in C. Nore.)

I

Fishing off Fishing is now permitted in daylight only in the 
Low Countries. West Schelde and as far to seaward as a line

joining West Kapelle and a point 330 degs. 6 miles 
from Belgian Dutch frontier thence within 6 miles 
of the Belgian Coast to a line 330 degs. from

La Panne.
(2) Boats will fish in groups of about twelve under authorised 
leader and at own risk.
3) Admiralty is requested to issue A.Z. message.
Com. Belgium, 241721 to Admty, A.N.C.X.F., C. in C. Nore.)

EMPIRE PATH 
mined. 
(Contd*)

E-Boat My 231152 para. (3). From reports now received
attacks. three E-Boats were definitely sunk namely one by

WALPOLE, one by WALPOLE and M.T.B’s and one by 
CURZON and M.T.B's.
(2) Para. (5) TORRINGTON reports three inch hits 

on leading E-Boat. This group probably West Hinder group 
making second attack.
(C. in C. Nore, 241926A to Admty.)Plot One. Bearing 350 degs. Ostend 13 miles probably E-Bo 
course 140 degs.

(F.G.l, 241952 to C. in C. Nore).
Surface craft detected by Radar bearing 074 degs. distance 

3.5 miles, probably E-Boat by position 105 degs. K.B.16.
(F.A.l, 242355 to C. in C. Nore.)

Operations
Channel

Suspected Situation is: Weather too rough for M.T.B.
U-Boat. PEVENSEY CASTLE attacking.

(66 M.T.B.F. 240853A to C. in C. Portsmouth) 
Contact held for hour. Exact position 50 degs. 
11* 12'* N. 01 degs. 43’ 12'’ consider wreck.

Your 240819 refers. Too rough for M.T.Bs to attack this morning 
Have attacked with one pattern squid. All ships now proceeding 
to patrol area.
(S.0.E.G.30, 240911A to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Patrols. Group concentrate at Longships then proceed
toward position 049 degs. 19* N. 006 degs. 15’ 
W. Further orders follow.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 240854A to E.G.17)

/AFFLECK ...
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( 0 <

AFFLECK, CORE, BENTLY, Gamma p a t r o l  on 01 d e g s .
R R *  W .  A O  r l o r r . Q -  A V *  A Q  r l c i r m  R R 1

p o s i t i o n s :  {AA) 49  d e g s .  17  N . 0 6 .2 0  W.
(BB) 4 9 . 4 5  N. 0 4 . 3 2  W. (CC) 4 9 . 3 0  N. 0 3 . 1 5  W. t h e n c e  to w a r d s  
H .5  Buoy o f  Q .Z . S .  6 33  s h i f t  t o  P o r t s m o u th  W/T o r g a n i s a t i o n  and 
command on  p a s s i n g  2 . 3 0  W.
( 2 )  E .G .1 7  i s  t o  r e l i e v e  E . G . l  a s  o r d e r e d  by C . i n  C. P o r t s m o u th  
who i s  t o  sw eep b a ck  t o  p o s i t i o n  BB t h e n c e  p r o c e e d  t o  B e l f a s t .
( 3 }  S .O .  E .G .1 7  r e p o r t  E .T .A .  l o n g i t u d e  2 . 3 0  W.
( 4 )  Enemy b a t t e r i e s  A l d e r n e y  G u e r n s e y  h a v e  ra n g e  o f  13 m i l e s  E -  
B o a t  may o p e r a t e  f ro m  G u e r n s e y .
(C .  i n  C . P ly m o u th ,  241308A t o  S . O . E . G 's  1 ,  17 )

N ig h t  P a t r o l  2 4 t h - 2 5 t h .  On a r r i v a l  C h e r b o u r g  ta k e  p a t r o l s .
( 2 )  BRILLIANT, HOTHAM. Gamma on 01  d e g s .  4 7 '  W. b e tw e e n  50 d e g s .  
0 0 ’ 50 d e g s .  0 5 ’ .
( 3 )  ANTHONY, CROIX DE LORRAINE. A r e a  l i m i t s  01 d e g s .  20* 01  
d e g s .  5 5 '  W. 50 d e g s .  3 0 ’ 50  d e g s .  3 5 ’ .
( 4 )  BRILLIANT, ANTHONY a c k n o w le d g e .

(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u th ,  241 542  t o  P o r t s m o u th  A /S  P a t r o l  F o r c e s )  
N ig h t  P a t r o l s  2 4 - 2 5 t h .  1 s t  E .G . Gamma on 01 d e g s .  4 7 ’

W. b e tw e e n  49 d e g s .  4 8 ’ 4 9  d e g s .  5 8 ’ U .S .S .  BORUM w i l l  be  p a t r o l 
l i n g  01 d e g s .  5 0 ’ W. b e tw een  49  d e g s .  4 4 ’ 49 d e g s .  5 2 ’ .
( 2 )  3 0 th  E .G . A n t i - S n o r t  s e a r c h  a r e a  l i m i t s  01 d e g s .  2 5 ’ 02  d e g s  
0 5 ’  W. and 50 d e g s .  2 0 ’ 50 d e g s .  3 0 '  s h i p s  4  m i l e s  a p a r t  e a s t  
w est  c o u r s e s .
( 3 )  AFFLECK, PEVENSEY CASTLE a c k n o w le d g e .

(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h ,  2 4 1 6 1 0  t o  S . O . E . G ' s  1 ,  1 7 )
Y o u r  2 4 1 3 0 8 .  E .T .A .  l o n g i t u d e  02  d e g s .  3 0 '  W. 0 8 0 0 /2 5 t h .  
( S .O .  E .G .1 7 ,  241725A t o  C. in  C. P ly m o u th )
A i r  P a t r o l s .  My 28 1 7 2 8  p a r a . 12 n o t  t o  E . G . 3 0 ,  E . G . l .

A .  N ig h t  2 4 t h - 2 5 t h  P a t r o l  32  5 m i l e s  e a c h  s i d e  o f  02  d e g s .  1 5 '
W. b y  L i b e r a t o r .
D ay 2 5 th  P a t r o l  32 by  L i b e r a t o r  P a t r o l  5 t o  e a s t  o f  H C h an n el by  
S w o r d f i s h .
B. 838 S q u a d ro n  TUV. 842  S q u a d ro n  TFC.

(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h ,  241740A to  P o r t s m o u th  a / S  P a t r o l  F o r c e )  
Y o u r  241725  c o n f i r m e d  E .T .A .  0 8 0 0 /2 5 .

( 2 )  Mean S .  o f  A .  on z i g z a g  s e a r c h  s h o u ld  n o t  e x c e e d  10 k n o t s .
(C .  i n  C. P ly m o u th ,  241854A t o  S .O .  E .G .1 7 )
Day P a t r o l s  2 5 t h .  S e a r c h  a r e a s  l i m i t s  g i v e n .

( 2 )  M .T . B 's  l i n e  S t .  A lb a n s  Head t o  3 t .  C a t h e r i n e ’ s P o i n t  and 5 
m i l e s  s o u t h .
( 3 )  A r e a  "Q " 01  d e g s .  0 5 ’ 02  d e g s .  0 5 '  W. 50 d e g s .  3 0 '  50 d e g s .
2 0 '  N. d i v i d e d  i n t o  two s e c t i o n s  by H C h a n n e l .
( 4 )  PEVENSEY CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE, LAUNCESTON CASTLE ta k e  Q 
E a s t .  ( 5 )  CAISTOR CASTLE, PORTCHESTER CASTLE Q W est .
( 6 )  1 s t  E .G . ANTHONY, CROIX DE LORRAINE c o n t i n u e  s e a r c h  f o r  
U -B o a t .  C h e r b o u r g  v i c i n i t y .
( 7 )  ANTHONY, CROIX DE LORRAINE r e q u i r e d  f o r  e s c o r t  103 0  o r d e r s  
f o l l o w .  ( 8 )  PEVENSEY CASTLE, CAIST0R CASTLE, AFFLECK, ANTHONY
a c k n o w le d g e .  „  m

(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h ,  242355A t o  E .G s .  1 ,  3 0 ,  M .T .B .  F . 6 6 )

/ I n t e n d  . . .



MOST SECRET

574
War Diary

24.12.1944
Sunday

' HOMS COMMANDS
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Patrols 
(Gontd.)

Channel
Intend M.T.Bs 760 S.0.733, 752 at 1000/25th for 
A/S Patrol in accordance with your 242335.
(2) Ordered to leave patrol when relieved by 3 
M.T.Bs sailing from Portland at 1400/26th or if 
weather unsuitable.
(N.O.I.C. Portland, 242357A to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Loss of SS. Coaster SLEMISH sunk in three mintues as result
SLEMISH. of underwater explosion 0932/23 December in

approx, position 300 cegs. H.10 buoy distance 
miles explosion port side at number 3 hold 

along side and not under ship. Two British 
escorts and three U.S. P.Cs. in vicinity took up A/S search. 
British escort made A/3 attack and U.S* P-C. made mouse-trap 
attack. Both negative. Casualties 15 injured not serious, 
One known dead, six missing.
(C.T.P.125, 241013A to A.N.C.X.P.)

Loss of SS. LEOPOLDVILLE torpedoed or mined in position 049 
LEOPOLDVILLE. degs. 45’ 20” 01 degs. 34* W.

(BRILLIANT, 241756A to C. in C. Portsmouth)
My 1756 ANTHONY reports sighting torpedo track. 
(BRILLIANT, 241812 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Ship torpedoed concentrate 5 miles N. of Cherbourg.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 241850A to E.G.l)

Escorts employed in rescuing survivors and carrying out 
observant. One E.G. carrying out hunt.

(BRILLIANT, 241936A to C. in C. Portsmouth)
LEOPOLDVILLE in t'woAtug 2030A. ANTHONY confirms torpedo 

fired at her 10 minutes after LEOPOLDVILLE was hit. Having 
landed survivors joining E.G.l in search.

(BRILLIANT, 242256 'to C. in C. Portsmouth)
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V/estern Approaches.
Patrols. If not in contact sixth. E.G. S.O. in NEV/ Y/ATERFORD

join Irish Sea section of U.C. 50A and act under 
the orders of C.T.G. 21.7 in U.S. destroyer CLARK.
(2) 6th E.G. R/V with V.C. 50A in position J on 

standard route B at 1115A/25th. Convoy is routed from J.N.
50° N. 10° Y/. to J.O. 46° N. 20° 58' and R/V with English Channel 
section at 2200A/25th in J.N.
(3) Detach on crossing 2° Y/« and resume patrol.
(C. in C. V/.A. 241025Z to E.G. 6.)

Force 33 15th E.G. LOUIS S.O. 3 frigates and 31st E.G. 
BERKELEY CASTLE 2 corvettes operating between North Irish coast 
and Barra Head.
(2) 6th E.G. NEW Y/ATERPORD 3 frigates and 10th E.G. HELMSDALE 4 
frigates operating in group off south coast of Ireland* 2nd 
E.G. LOCH RUTHVEN 3 frigates sailed Lame p.m. 24th to vicinity 
55° 30’ N. 10° 01* W. 14 knots.

Cc. in C. Y/.A. 241323A to Y/estem Approaches Command.)

Weather F.O.I.C. Liverpool is requested to sail PRIMROSE
reporting and N.GIPT Dec. 29th to relieve CAMELLIA and N.GEM
ships. respectively as weather reporting ships.

(2) PRIMROSE is to fuel at Londonderry on outward 
passage.
(3) E.T.A. to be reported (a) PRIMROSE in 53 N.

20 W. (b) N. GIFT in 56 N. 17.30 W.
(4) Detailed instructions as in my 281216 Aug. and 081654 neither 
to all.(5) CAMELLIA, N. GEM are to proceed to Liverpool on relief.
(C. in C. V/.A. 241117A to F.O.I.C. Liverpool, CAMELLIA, NORTHERN 
GEM.)

M.Ls. for M.Ls. at present attached to PHILANTE are to be
anti Schnorkel transferred forthwith to Commodore D.Y/.A. for 
patrols. inshore operations. Appendix VIII to operation

"C.E." which will be issued shortly refers*
(2) Request you will arrange with PHILANTE for the 
immediate training of these craft with special 

regard to the detection of Schnorkeling U-Boats, and report as 
soon as ready to operate.
(3) Four additional M.Ls. are being transferred from Portsmouth 
in the near future to reinforce and will then probably require 
similar training.
(C. in C. Y/.A. 241152A to Com. D. W.A.)

Operations»
/

Norway.
Operation Intend following operation para. 1. Force one
"Spellbinder11 consisting of C.S. one in NORFOLK with BELIONA 

and four destroyers to leave Scapa p.m. D day.
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Operation 
"S pellb in d er” . 
(C ontd .)

O-perations.

Norway.

(2) A fte r  passing west o f  Shetlands and north  o f  
Q.Z.X. 1452 Force 1 is  to proceed to carry  out a 
sweep against enemy shipping o f f  Norwegian coast 
between Stavanger and L ister .
( 3 ) On com pletion Force 1 is to  return to  Scapa.
(4) Force 2 con sistin g  bf APOLLO and 2 destroyers 

is  to proceed from Scapa in company with Force 1.
(5 ) Force 2 is  to be detached as necessary by C.3. 1 inshore 
reaching la t .  o f  Stavanger to carry  out mining operation  inside 
the 100 fathom lin e  west o f  Karmo keeping south o f la t .  o f  
U tsire .
(6 ) On com pletion Force 2 is  to return independently to 3capa 
at high speed.
(7 ) Force 3 con s is tin g  of DIDO, PREMIER, TRUMPETER and fo u r  
destroyers s a i l  from Scapa a.m. D + 1 and proceed west o f Shet
lands and north o f Q.Z.X. 1452 to R/V as arranged by G.8. 1.

(8) Force 3 to  provide f ig h te r  p ro tection  fo r  withdrawal o f  
Force 1 from f i r s t  lig h t D + 2 u n til detached.
(9) I f  weather is  unfavourable f o r  operation  when Forces 1 and 2 
arrive north o f  Shetlands on D + 1 they are to  proceed to 
anchor in  Sullom Voe and await weather improvements. S a ilin g
o f  Force 3 from Scapa w il l  be delayed as necessaryfbr la te r
RA*
(10) T/hen re leased  by G.3. 1 Force 3 is  to  proceed in accordance 
with my 241016.
^11) C.S. 1 is requested to plan the operation .
12) Codeword and D day fo lio? ';.

!c . in G. H.F. 241001A to Admty., C.S. 1 . )

Operation Intend fo llo w in g  operation  on com pletion o f
"G ra tis " . operation  "S pellb in d er" D day as f o r  "S pellb in der".

(2) When released  by C .3. 1 Force 3 is  to  proceed 
west and south o f  Shetlands to  carry out mining 
str ik e  from f ly in g  o f f  p o s it io n  west o f  Q.Z.X. 1452 

D + 3 (or  la te r  i f  operation  "S pellb in der" is  postponed .)
( 3 ) Mining o b je c t iv e  is  Salhusstrommen 59 .22 .7  N. 05 .18 .2  E.
(4 ) I f  weather is  unsuitable mining s tr ik e  may be postponed up to 
24 hours.
f5) Force three is  to return to Scapa on com pletion.
(6 ; DIDO is  requested to  plan th is operation  and PREMIER to  prepare 
the a ir  plan.
’ 7) Codeword in my 241031.
G. in  G. H.F. 241016A to Admty., C.S. 1 . )

"S pellb inder" is  codeword o f  my 241001.
"G r a t is ."

(C. in  G. H.F. 241031A to Admty., C.S. 1*)
My 241001. D day Tuesday 9th January.
(C* in C. H.F. 241036A to G.8. 1 , Admty.)

i My 241016 codeword

3 .0 . S/M 
Lerwick to 
operate 3/Ms-

I have approved 3/M 9 221135 which is  being passed 
to you.
(F.'O. 3/M 241114A to  Admty.)

/O peration - • •
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O p e ra t io n  
" S . C . "

O p e ra t io n s . 

Norway -  Contd.

Ramose P a r c e l .  HITRA re tu rn e d  a t 1330A/24th Dec. 
( 2 )  O p e ra t io n  s u c c e s s fu l .
(N .O . I .C .  L e rw ic k  24133UA t o  A .C .O .3 . )
Ramose V in ta g e .  VIGRA r e tu rn e d  L e rw ick  a t  1332A/ 
24 December.
(2 )  O p e ra t io n  s u c c e s s fu l .
(N .O . I .C .  L e rw ic k  241341A to  A .C .O .S . )

"V .P .  7 7 " ,  M .T .B . 712 and M .T .B . 722 r e tu rn e d  a t  
1335A to d a y  24th  December.
M c la s s  m inesw eeper or d e s t r o y e r  was h i t  w i th  two 
to rp ed oes  in  Bommel F jo rd  a t  2107A/23rd December 
and su b seq u en t ly  b lew  up.

B e fo r e  l e a v in g  c o a s t ,  f o r c e  bombarded S l o t t e r o  and s e t  one house 
on f i r e .
(N .O . I .C . - L e r w i c k  241422A to  A . C . 0 . 3 . )

"V .P .  75" M .T .B . 711 and M .T .B . 716 r e tu r n e d  a t  2210A to d a y  
24th December.
(2 )  V/eather c o n d i t i o n s  t o o  bad in  S t a v f j o r d  t o  a l lo w  o f  to rp ed o  
a t t a c k  and heavy  s w e l l  in  o n ly  lu r k in g  p la c e s  f o r c e d  M .T.Bs. to  
r e tu r n  to  b ase .

(N .O . I .C .  L e rw ic k  242233A to  A .C .O .S . )

O p e ra t io n
" V . P . "

P a t r o l .  P o s i t i o n s  o f  subm arines a t  0800A/25th and movements
f o r  fo l io ? ,/ in g  24 hours.
A . VENTURER o f f  Egersund .
(C . o f  V/. 241830A t o  G e n e r a l . )

My 221051 i f  n o t  in  c o n ta c t  PASLEY, DRURY and BAZELY l e a v e  p a t r o l  
t o  a r r i v e  Scapa 1600A tod a y  Sunday.
(C. i n  C. R osyth  240956A to  BENTINCK, BYARD, CALDER.)

b ^ - I d e n t i f i e d  Your 231609. H .M .T . GRAEM3AY was w i t h in  5 m i le s  
v e s s e l  o f f  o f  p o s i t i o n  a t  t im e s t a t e d .
F a i r  I s l e *  (A .G .O .S *  241102A to  C* in  C» R o s y th . )

S u sp ec ted  R e fe r e n c e  L i b e r a t o r  A/C r e p o r t  o f  A .S .V .  c o n ta c t ,
U -B oa t.  Grade 2 ,  in  p o s i t i o n  059° 26 ’ N. 003° R. a t  1710A

(2 )  The f o l l o w i n g  a c t i o n  has been  taken  -  
( a )  two t r a w le r s  p r o c e e d in g  t o  i n v e s t i g a t e  due t o  
a r r i v e  about 2000A. ( b )  Four t r a w le r s  r e 
i n f o r c i n g  l e a v in g  Scapa 1900A- 
(A .C .O .S .  241841A t o  Cs. in  C. H .F . ,  R o s y th . )

M in in g .

Deep m ine- My 231105. S a i l e d  PLOVER e s c o r t  CONQUEROR, 
f i e l d  o f f  ( F . O . I . C .  M i l f o r d  241543 to  C. in  C. P ly m o u th . )
H a r t la n d  P t .
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Energy In t e l l ig e n c e .

M idget A.M. 182204 November* and 211748 November.
U-Boats. Photographic R/C o f 23rd December showed at le a s t

27 M idget U-Boats on shore at seaplane base 
Y/ilhe lms haven.
(D .N .I .  241946A to  A .N .C .X .F ., C* in  C* Nore,
Com. Belgium .)
* Photographic R/C o f  12th Oct. shows about 20 
probable m idget U-Boats 30 f t .  long at Nordeney.

Techn ical •

The fo llo w in g  is  a summary o f  new small subm ersible 
c r a ft  which the enemy has used or may be expected  
to  use in  the North Sea area .
(2 )  Type X X III  short-range U-Boat. D escribed in  
W .I.R . No. 242, C.B. 03122 Snip (MP) 114/44 and 
C.B. 04050/44 (1 0 ). 10-15 are f u l l y  worked up and
may operate soon (B .2 )

(3 ) One-man midget U-Boat type B iber. G enera lly  d escrib ed  in  
A.G.M. A .557 o f  2*9.44 and i l lu s t r a t e d  in  C.B. 04050/44 (9 ) .
Length about 29 f t .  Small conning tower w ith  perspex windows* 
Endurance about 70 m ile s . Speed 5-6 knots su rfaced  or submerged. 
Armed w ith  two torpedoes slung outboard, o r  w ith  mines type S.G. 
Has operated .
(4 ) M idget U-Boat type MOLCH. G enera lly  describ ed  in  A.G.M. A .557 
o f  2 .9 .4 4 . P a r t ic u la rs  graded B .3. Length about 46 f t .  Cupola 
conning tower w ith  perspex windows. Endurance not l i k e l y  to  be 
above 70 m ile s . Armed w ith  two torpedoes. Speed su rfaced  up
to  7 knots. May have operated .
(5 ) Another type small subm ersible o f  which d e ta i ls  are not known 
may e x is t .
(6 )  No W-Boats are op era tion a l or l i k e l y  to op era te .
(D .D .I . C. 242139A: A M essage.)

M idget
U-Boat
types.

Casualty.

S3. DUMFRIES. Regret to  report lo s s  from  M.K.3. 71 o f  3S.
DUMFRIES who sank a t 1700 on 23ra December in  
p o s it io n  50° 20* N. 01° 43* V/. as r e s u lt  o f  
underwater ex p lo s ion . 59 su rv ivo rs  brought to  

Southampton and 10 su rv ivo rs  in c lu d in g  master brought to 
Portsmouth.
(C. in  C. Portsmouth 240025A to  Adm ty.)

Shipping & Convoys.

Cross-Channel The in te r e s t  o f  S .H .A .E .F . in the proposed c ro s s -  
Passenger Channel boat s e rv ic e  operated under M.W.T. is  the
S e rv ic e s . s u b je c t :-

f l )  S .H .A .E .F . is  concerned on ly:
(a )  to  r e ta in  a d e f in i t e  a llo tm en t o f  passages per 
s a i l in g  m il ita r y  purposes.

(b ) To ensure that op era tion  o f  the s e rv ic e  does not in t e r fe r e  
w ith  m il i ta r y  op era tion a l and e s s e n t ia l French in te rn a l requiremaits
(c )  That s e cu r ity  measures are in  accordance w ith  es tab lish ed
S.H .A .E .F . p o l ic ie s .

/(  2 ).
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Shipping & Convoys.
(2) As regards (a) S.H.A.E.F. daily requirements 
are 220 places in each direction. As regards (b) 
route proposed by French railways via Serquex 
Gournay Beauvais and persan - Beaumont avoids 
heavy military traffic and is acceptable and five 
hour timing has now been agreed. Improvement in 
this timing is hoped for about March 1st when 

Pontoise main line bridge is reconstructed to permit use of 
direct route. French cannot accept arrival time in Paris between 
2300 hours and 0600 hours owing lack of transport making reliance 
on Metre essential but will agree to vary departure times Paris 
and Dieppe to suit tides subject to Paris limitation above.-
(3) As regards (c) above, machinery already exists at ports to 
deal with security aspect but S.H.A.E.F. cannot undertake 
screening of passengers at Paris terminus to ensure civilians not 
possessing necessary security documents obtain tickets.
(4) As regards civilian passengers generally they fall into 
two categories (a) those in whom S.H.A.E.F. has an interest 
and who should travel on military permits and (b) those in whom 
S.H.A.E.F. has no interest and who should travel on British exit 
permits and French visas abntree for journeys from U.K. to France 
and on French visa de sortie and British visa, where necessary 
for journeys France to the United Kingdom. As regards category 
(*> S.H.A.E.F. can accept no responsibility for feeding, 
accommodation or transport anywhere in this theatre.
(5) S.H.A.E.F. cannot undertake allocation of accommodation on 
return journey Paris-London to passengers in category 4 (b) 
above but will allocate vacancies from S.H.A.E.F. allotment for 
category 4 (a) both ways.
(6) S.H.A.E.F. will accept responsibility for covering embarkation 
and disembarkation at Dieppe only of personnel within allocation. 
(S.H.A.E.F. 241100 to M.W.T.)

War Diary.

Cross-Channel 
Passenger 
Services. 
(Contd.)

A.M. 212258A and A.C. Dover's 230945A. The 
following convoys pass through the area N. Foreland 
to The Downs. Six daily convoys to and from 
Antwerp or Ostend, T.B.C. and B.T.C. , ON. and H.X., 
U.C. and C.U. a3 well as ships sailing to join F.N. 
convoys or arriving from F.3. convoys for the 
south coast. Groups of Landing Craft and tugs 
and tows are also constantly passing through this 
area.

(2) The efficient running of these convoys depends on the 
successful functioning of the Naval Control Service at Ramsgate.
(3) Unless .A.C. Dover's demands for serviceable craft are met
in full it must be appreciated that serious congestion and delays 
will occur with this traffic due to the sheer impracticability 
of delivering routeing and sailing instructions.
(C. in C« Nore 241225 to Aamty.)

j.W. convoys. A request has been received from M.W.T. that the 
J.W. convoy cycle should be reduced progressively 
to 21 days commencing after J.W. 65, due to sail 
about 11th March, 1945. This would have the 
effect of releasing some 13 merchant vessels for 
other purposes.

Convoys 
between N. 
Foreland & 
The Downs: 
Ramsgate 
requirements.

/(2) . . .
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Shipping & Convoys.

(2) As the present rate is about one ship per day 
for these convoys, any closing of the cycle would 
lead to a corresponding reduction in the number 
of ships per convoy.
(3) Although it may not be practicable to meet 
this request in full, it is considered that some

closing of the cycle could be effected from March onward3*
(4) Request your early remarks.
(A.C.N.3. (H) 241650A to C. in C. H.F.)

Leave ship Following signal received from Admiralty time of 
arrangements, origin 201854A addressed C. in C. Portsmouth, C. in 

C. Nore, A.G. Dover, A.N.C.X.F. repeated other 
naval addressees passed to you for information and 
action as necessary. Begins:

British and U.S. Army leave from N.W. Europe commences as follows 
British (a) 1000 men daily from Calais to Folkestone in one ship 
from 1st January to 3rd January inclusive.
(b) 3000 men daily from Calais from 4th January onwards in three 
ships each carrying 1000 men and proceeding to Dover, Folkestone 
and Harwich. It will, however, be necessary to use two smaller 
ships for Harwich on occasion.
U.3. (c) 1000 men daily from 1st January onwards in one ship 
from Havre to Southampton.
(2) Return trips will be made a3 follows
?a) Folkestone to Calais 1000 men daily commencing 10th January.
(t) Dover to Calais and Harwich to Calais 1000 men each daily 
commencing 13th January.
(c) Southampton to Havre, 1200 men daily commencing about 11th 
January.
(3) The programme of sailings must be governed by:- 
laj Tidal conditions at Calais.
(b; Tidal conditions at Folkestone.
(c; The desirability of daylight arrivals at and departures from 
Harwich. To commence with, the Army authorities are making shore 
arrangements to suit arrivals and departures between 0800A and 
1700A-
(4) Owing to tidal limitations it will be necessary for ships to 
leave Calais both by day and by night. As soon as masters have 
had sufficient experience of this harbour it is intended that 
they shall also enter Calais by night when necessary in order to 
maintain a daily service.
(5) Temporary navigational lights will be rigged at Calais before 
the end of December. Dimmed working dock lights will be required 
for assisting in embarkation and disembarkation to all ports 
mentioned in para. 1*
(6) When leave commences on 1st January a duty service Tilbury 
to Ostend and return with an average lift of 1500 men per day 
will be started leaving Tilbury and Ostend on 1st January. This 
will take the place of existing N.A.P. and A.H.P. convoys.
(7) U.3. leave ships will sail in company with existing W.V.P.

J.Y/. convoys. 
(Contd.)

/ and...
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Shipping & Convoys.

and V.W.P. convoys. It is anticipated that the 
turn round at Havre will take 4 to 5 hours.
Y/.V.P. convoys arrive Havre at about 1100. It 
will therefore be necessary to postpone the sailing 
of return V.W.p. convoys to about 1530.
(8) Naval authorities concerned are required to 
make all necessary arrangements. Ends.

(2) Arrangements for the fighter protection of shipping by day if 
this is considered necessary should be made in accordance with 
Fighter Command Operational Instruction No. 4/L944. Requests 
for Fighter Protection to be initiated by the Naval authorities.
(3) Request Fighter Command forward to U.S.S.T.A.A.F. and V/ar 
Office copy of their Operational Instruction No. 4/1944.
(Air Ministry 241727A to Bomber, Coastal, Fighter Commands.)

Leave ship 
arrangements • 
(Contd.)

V
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North Atlantic
NEWFOUNDLAND. Intend to sail NEWFOUNDLAND at 1800 Dec. 26th to 

Alexandria (G. in C. Med's. 051105 Nov. not to 
all).
(2)(a) 22 toots.

(3) Positions (a) 180° Europa 2 miles thence through (73) (12) 
(87) (2+0) (206) (79) War Channel (212+) thence as routed by 
V.A.M. and F.O.L.E.M.
(2+) E.T.A. position (212+) 0700 Dec. 28th. (6) (338) (7) A.
(F.O.G.M.A. 22+1229A to V.A.M., C.M., F.O.L.E.M.).

South Atlantic
WASTWATER. Your 230911 not to all. Sailing Dec. 28th for 

Capetown calling at Recife and Freetown for fuel. 
B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro please pass to WASTWATER. 
(C. in C.S.A., 22+1301B to WASTWATER, B.N.S.O.
Rio de Janeiro, N.A. Rio de Janeiro, Admty.,
Cdr. i+th Fleet, F.O.C.W.Af.).
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Ships from 
U.K.

Mediterranean.
Arrangements in A.M. 042350 (ships leaving U.K. 
for Med.) October have now been altered. Your 231245 refers.
(C. in C. Med. 241014A to F.O.L.E.M.)

Beirut. 23rd Dec. arrivals F.S. SMILE BERTIN. Departures M.L. 1164*
tb.CMI) Beirut 241029B to Admty.)

BRUISER for 
Preveza, BIDEFORD, 
for U.K.

(1) BRUISER, Alex, to Taranto diverted to Preveza speed adjusted to arrive 0900/25th.
(2) BIDEFORD, Alex, to 292 for onward routeing 
by V.A.M. to Gibraltar by basic westbound route 
omitting Tobruk, 3peed 12 knots, all times B.
(R.A. Alexandria 241123B to Admty. C. in C. Med.)

L.3.T. 6 
from U.S. In order to assist planning of future commitments 

confirmation is requested that the ten L.S.Ts. 
being transferred from U.S. will remain in 
Mediterranean or whether para. 2 of A.M. 011132 Dec. still applies.
(C. in C. Med. 241233 to Admty.)
Reply: Admty. 271946A*

Shipping for 
Black Sea. Your 191415, para. B. Submitted that from last 

view of Novorossisk and Tuapse on passing through 
six weeks ago I much doubt whether total capacity of both ports together would exceed six ships 
at a time in January.
(N.L.O. Black Sea 241522 to Adm. Archer.)

ProposedOperation. In view of S.H.A.E.F. Main 220120 3.719A, 6 3.G.
255 not to F.O.N.A.M. It would be appreciated 
if D.Es. and D.Ds* earmarked for tte operation could 
be returned to the Mediterranean temporarily as there is need for their services.(2)* F.Y.M.S. now at Gibraltar could be usefully employed offsouthern France. Propose to allocate them accordingly until you again require them.

(C. in C. Med. 241628A to A.N.C.X.F. (F) Admty. F.O.N.A.M.) 
♦Para. 2 cancelled (C. in C. Med. 261321A.)
Reply: A.N.C.X.F. 261253Z*

NEWFOUNDLAND, Visit to 
Beirut.

Your 231210. It is considered that a visit by a 
British cruiser to Beirut fcfter EMILE BERTIN has 
left, would have a good effect. It is not however 
desired that you should withdraw any cruiser from 
essential duties for this purpose.(2) Cruiser NEWFOUNDLAND would appear to offer

simplest solution of this problem, and there is no objection 
to her being employed*(V.C.N.S. 241841A to C. in C. Med., Info. F.O.L.^.M.)

/Sibenik.•.
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Mediterranean - Contd.

After one month in Sibenik following ia the posi
tion there.
(2) Local Partisan authorities with whom we deal 
continue friendly on the surface and have always 
been helpful but undercurrent of anti British 
suspicion amongst Partisans is steadily becoming 

more evident. This is partly in nature of anti-foreign feeling 
which is result of Yugoslavia for the Partisans movement 
propaganda which is reaching very great proportions.
(3) Civilians would be very friendly but are frightened by some 
with whom we became friendly (?who7 omitted) have been arrested and 
questioned for many hours.
(4) Naval personnel have freedom of shops, bars, etc., and box at 
theatre permanently reserved for officers, but our movements are 
discreetly watched and reported upon.
(L.C.H. 315,241848 to F»0»T»A.L«I» (R) C* in C. Med. N.L.O.
B.A.F. S.B.N.O. Split, S.B.N.O. Zara.)

War Diary.

Sibenik 
situation 
report 12.

M/S trawlers. Subsequent on danlaying trawlers, joining their
respective M/3 Flotilla, C. in C. Medfs 061731 not 
to all refers, S.Os. of M/3 Flotillas are to 
assume responsibility for maintenance with local 
author it ies concerned.

(2) The terms Fifth, Tenth and 22nd Trawler Group will no longer 
be referred to and these trawlers will be shown as danlayers to 
their respective M/3 Flotilla in part 1 of the Med. station 
daily statement.
(3) HOYCUR to join the 11th A/3 M/S Trawler Group.
(4) FOXTROT, GAVOTTE, PIROUETTE form the 29th A/3 M/S Trawler Group 
(c. in C. Med. 241857A to Med. Station 326B.)

Greece: Landing of troops at Skira still (?group omitted)
SIRIUS owing to determined hostility of natives,
report. (2) Conference proceeding with E.L.A.S. on shore

attempted (?attended) by Cdr. Force 142, O.C.
Alwar and staff.
(3) Weather from N.E. bad on arrival, has 
deteriorated.

(4) Only R.C.L. broken down and fetched ashore, salvage appears 
possible in better weather.
(5) Future cannot be forecast but result of conference is truce 
until 0 900/25th and we hope we shall have a happy Christmas.
(SIRIUS 241901B to F.O.L.E.M.)

/Situation..
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterrane an - Contd.
Situation Piraeus, Kavalla and Heraklion is quiet 
but that at Preveza is critical* No other 
report of interest received.
(C. in G. Med. 241904A.)

Cositintrep Greece. During 23rd Dec. our forces in Piraeus 
533 part 4. extended their positions against varying opposition 

after a rebel counter attack had been repulsed.
The Piraeus railroad station was occupied after 
heavy fighting. Further gains have been made 

along the Athens/Piraeus road against light opposition. In 
Athens, slight gains have been made in the area west of the 
Acropolis. There was no change in the situation elsewhere. 
(A.F.H.Q. No T.0.0/24.)

Greece. Following for Mid East from Force 142 emergency.
Owing to weather M.Ls. for ferrying failed to 
appear, L.C.R. went aground, great difficulty 
experienced in berthing ships resulting in loss of 

surprise and allowed time for large hostile demonstration to 
collect on quay. Tsigantes ashore stopped landing on strength 
of E.A.M. assurance that, providing certain conditions were agreed 
to by me, a peaceable landing could take place, at shore 
conference E.A.M. agreed but went back on their word leaving it 
too late to land in daylight. Decision by E.A.M. now postponed 
till 0900/25th. Unlikely to be favourable. Any landing now 
likely to be opposed and cause casualties both sides.
(N.B.N.L.,0. 242140B to F.O.L.E.M.)

Cositintrep 
no. 535.

Part two* At Piraeus, Kavalla and Heraklion 
situation is quiet but at Preveza it is critical. 
No other reports of interest received.
(C- in C. Med. No T.0.0/24 to W.O.)

THEMI3T0GLES, Report situation Preveza after talking with Zervas 
Preveza. and British Military.

(2) E.D.E.3. troops cut off by fall of Arta(?po) 
successfully withdrawn to Philippias which is 
still held. Proposed hold (?first) line Philippias 

westward to coast, second line northward of Palaeo preveza.
(3) E.L.A.3. number 14,000, high percentage foreigners. Estimate 
E.D.E.S. now number 9,000, but morale of many of them is low and 
ammunition is badly needed.
(4) Impression among both E.D.E.S. and population that British 
are not supporting them.
(5) Naval or air action against enemy.and his communications 
would bolster morale, otherwise fall of Preveza appears probable 
within four weeks.(6) To protect ships in anchorage submit immediate (corrupt 
group) occupation strip of land south of straits including Fort 
\ktion, which commands (?harbour) and is manned by E.L.A.3. 
ffsppison*(G.3. THEMI3T0CLE3 242355B to 3.B.N.O. Greece, Info. Greek C. in 
G- Alex.)

/Part*.•
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M editerranean. -  Gontd.

C oasta l A ir  Force (?Day 23 D ec .) 1 Beauf i^ h te r  
p a tro lle d  Leghorn area w ithout in c iden t and 2 P.39s 
observed f o r  naval bombardment o f f  P ie t r o  L ig u r i .
20 P»39s esco rted  naval v e s s e ls .
(H .Q .M .A.A .F. No T .0 .0/2 4 .)
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East Indies

U-Boat No fresh information. Scales unchanged,
dispositions. (C. in C.E.I., 2U0338Z).

ADMIRAL Anticipated that ROEBUCK and RELENTLESS will be
BENSON, available about 6th Jan. to escort U.S.S. ADMIRAL

escort. BENSON. F.O. Bombay is requested to confirm
date as soon as known and to sail these ships 
accordingly.

(2) Route from Bombay through position: (L) 018° 01' N. 072° 17’ E.
(M) 016° 02’ 072® 35’. (N) 011® 02’ 07U° k 6 ' . (0) 005® 10’ S.
077° 15' E. (p) 016® 10’ 079° 10’. (Q) 03U® 31' 099* 55' thence
as ordered by Comsouwestpac.
(3) Cruiser escort will not be provided for ADMIRAL BENSON.
(*!■) Destroyers are to part company in position (o) 005° 10' S.
077® 15' E. proceeding to Trincomalee.
(C. in C.E.I., 240359Z to F.O. Bombay).

Watering
at
Trincomalee.

Your 051857. Request confirmation Chant class 
tankers will be provided with crews. Further 
details requested.
(C.R.(C.J.S.) Ceylon, 240932Z to Admty.).

Understood that U.S. Authorities have under 
consideration a scheme whereby present U.S.A. - 
Bombay service of P.2 Class General troopships 
would be either replaced by or alternated with a 
service U.S.A. - Calcutta using C .U Class Generals, 
speed 17.5 knots, troop capacity 3,800.

(2) Should this scheme prove acceptable C. in C. India has 
suggested that to utilise vacant accommodation in returning C.U 
Class to New Zealand and Australia, direct transhipment should 
be effected at Colombo from ship ex A.B.F. convoy.
(3) Request your comments.
(D.O.D.(F), 2/+2133A to C. in C.E.I.).

Troop 
Transport, 
U.S.A. - 
Bombay.
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America and West Indies
Following received from A.S. Portsmouth:- 
"Request report may be obtained of estimated 
draughts anticipated on arrival if brought to 
following conditions:-
(1) with 1+00 tons O.F. only and all ammunition 
on board, (ii) with 1+00 tons O.F. only and no 
ammunition on board.

(2) Anticipated that provided ship arrives not later than 25th 
Jan., 19l+5» docking can take place on 29th but that if arrival 
is delayed docking between 2nd and 10th Feb. will be impossible 
due to state of tide. 231028A".
(3) Request you will report estimated draught of NELSON under 
conditions (i) and (ii) above and possible date of sailing from 
U.S.A. a.m. 030107 not to all refers.
(D.O.D.(h ), 21+131 2A to B.A.D.).

NELSON 
draught•

U/B. dis- Estimates.
positions. (N.S.H.Q., 21+1326Z, Cominch 21+1555Z).

CLAYOQUOT H.M.C.S. CLAYOQUOT torpedoed 131+5Z/21+, sinking,
torpedoed, Halifax Approaches.
U/B. attacked. (C. in G.C.N.A., 21+11+12 to G.B. 7A, Info. A.I.G.302).

Am attacking submarines with hedgehog, Sambro 
Light Vessel.
(KIRKLAND LAKE, 21+1507Z to Admty.).

A. C.1.39, para. 5A. 13l+0Z/2l+th Dec. No. 2 buoy Halifax.
B. One or more submerged. C. Swept Channel.
D. CLAYOQUOT, 61+ survivors. E. Nil.
F. KIRKLAND LAKE, FENNEL, BURLINGTON, TRANSCONA and two M.Ls.
Other ships joining intermittently. G. Nil.
(KIRKLAND LAKE, 21+15 k 1 Z to C. in C.C.N.A.).

One submarine submerged bearing 310 distance 0.1 stopped, 
position Sambro Light Vessel.

(KIRKLAND LAKE, 21+1652Z to A.I.G.302, Info. Capt. D. Halifax). 
My 21+11+12 CLAYOQUOT sank, 61+ survivors have been picked up.
(C. in C.C.N.A., 21+1730A to G.B. 7A (R) Admty. etc.).
See 301519Z FENNEL to C. in C.C.N.A.

WESTON Following is B.A.D’s. 2212J+7Q which is being
defect. passed to you for Info.

Your 192320. WESTON’s gyro compass has broken 
down. Repair is beyond local resources.
(2) Suggest, therefore, that she sail on proposed, 

date being routed direct to U.K. for necessary parts to be 
fitted there.
(Bermuda C.C.O., 21+1519Z to Admty.).

C.S. Bermuda’s 22121+7. Intend to approve.
(S.B.N.O. Western Atlantic, 21+1520Z to Admty.).

S/M. attack (A). H .M .C .S.CLAYOQUOT torpedoed and sunk in 1+1+.25
and sighting N. 63-25 W. at 131+5Z/21+th.
summary. (N.S.H.Q., 21+1928Z to Admty., Cominch).
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FOREIGN STATIONS•

A u stra l ia  & New Zealand.

P a c i f i c  F le e t ,  R e f. Admty. 252110 O ct. to  A .C .N .B . R e su lt  o f  
f a c i l i t i e s .  r e ce n t  d is c u s s io n s .

(V .A . (Q) B .P .F . 240915Z to  Adm ty.)

B . P .F . The B .P .F . w i l l  a c t  as f a s t  c a r r i e r  task  f o r c e
p o l i c y .  -under o p e r a t io n a l c o n t r o l  o f  w h ich ever o f  Commanders!

3rd o r  5th F le e t  is  co n d u ctin g  o p e r a t io n s .
I n i t i a l l y  th is  w i l l  be Commander 5 th  F le e t ,
Adm iral Spruance.

(2 )  The work o f  B .P .F . w i l l  r e q u ire  c lo s e  c o -o r d in a t io n  w ith  th a t  
o f  U .3 . C a rr ie rs  and i f  d i r e c t e d  by C. in  C» P a c i f i c ,  the F le e t  
may be p la ce d  under o p e r a t io n a l  c o n t r o l  o f  V ice  Adm iral 
Commanding the c a r r ie r  o f  U .3 . F le e t  o p e r a t in g  a t the tim e. 
I n i t i a l l y  t h is  w i l l  be V ice  Adm iral M itsch e r .
(3 )  An immediate requ irem en t e x is t s  f o r  appointm ent o f  two 
Commanders o r  A ctin g  Commanders as L ia is o n  O f f i c e r s ,  1 on each 
o f  s t a f f s  o f  Adm irals Spruance and M itsch e r .
(4 )  These o f f i c e r s  w i l l  be r e q u ire d  to  a d v ise  the U .3. Adm irals 
at sea  on the c a p a b i l i t i e s  o f  B r i t i s h  sh ip s  and a i r c r a f t  d u rin g  
p lan n in g  (?an d ) conduct o f  o p e r a t io n s . From p e rso n a l 
e x p e r ie n ce  i t  i s  c le a r  th ey  w i l l  be w orking w ith  s t a f f s  o f  h igh  
q u a lity  and co n s id e ra b le  e x p e r ie n ce  and should be w e ll in form ed  
on la t e s t  B r i t i s h  p r a c t ic e  and developm ent.
(5 ) The o f f i c e r  to  serv e  w ith  Adm iral Spruance co u ld  w ith  
advantage be a gunnery or F .A .A . o f f i c e r .  The o f f i c e r  w ith  
Adm iral M its c h (? e r )  must be a F .A .A . o f f i c e r .
(6 ) Both o f f i c e r s  sh ou ld  j o in  my H.Q. a t  Sydney N.S.W. by a i r  
a t e a r l i e s t  p o s s ib le  date  f o r  a s h o r t  stu d y  o f  s i t u a t io n  th en ce  
p ro ce e d in g  from  eastw ard j o in  U .3 . f l e e t  at s e a .
(7 ) Cominch is  in f u l l  agreem ent w ith  above arrangem ents.
(C . in  C. B .P .F . 2412532 to Adm ty.)
R ep ly  Ad. 271311.

F orce  X, The fu tu re  o f  F orce  X i s  at p resen t b e in g  d is c u s s e d
p o l i c y .  between Admty. and Cominch: th is  in c lu d e s  the

m aintenance t h e r e o f .  Your 212228 r e fe r s .
(2 )  No approved o p e r a t io n  in  S .E .A .C . is  known o f  
w hich c a l l s  f o r  th e  employment o f  th ese  sh ip s  and 

in  any case  th ey  are r e q u ire d  in  U.K. f o r  r e f i t  when r  e le a s e d .
(3 )  The q u e stio n  o f  th e  use o f  LOTHIAN as command sh ip  f o r  C. in
C. B .P .F . i s  under c o n s id e r a t io n  and a fu r t h e r  s ig n a l w i l l  be made. 
(V .C .N .S . 241311A to  C. in  C. B .P .F .)

i
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

F or 24 hours to  0900Z /24 th  December.
P ara . B. (1 ) M .T.B. 731 attack ed  bottom  c o n ta c t  
at 0135Z /24 th  December in  50° 11 ' N. 01° 4 1 ' W. 
P ara . C* (1 )  FITZROY dep th  ch arged  2 bottom  
c o n ta c ts  from  2230Z/22nd December u n t i l  1330Z / 
23rd December in  50° 1 5 ' N. 03° 0 6 ' V/. and 50°
13 ' N. 03° 0 7 ’ W.

(2 )  H .M .C .3. MONTREAL re p o r te d  rad ar c o n ta c t  a t  1855Z /23rd  
December in  49° 55* N. 05° 38 ' W.
(3 )  A/C V /547  s ig h te d  U-Boat at 0140Z /23rd  December in  59° 2 2 ’ N. 
01° 35* W.
(4 )  A/C 0 /2 0 6  had A .3 .V . c o n ta c t  a t  l8 2 0 Z /2 3 rd  December in  59°
0 8 ’ N. 00° 36* W.
Para* D. (1 )  A/C o b ta in e d  A .S .V . c o n ta c t  cou rse  90° a t  0 0 12Z / 
24th  December in  52° 0 3 ' N. 03° 56 ’ E.
R e f. A. M. 221053A para . A (1 )  now re p o r te d  th a t  LOCH SHIN 
a tta ck e d  Snort s ig h te d  a t 13 3 7 Z /2 1 st December.
R e f .  A.M. 231217A p a ra . A (2 ) SLEMI3H has sunk.
(D .D .I .C . 241104A to  Cominch, N .3 .H .Q .)

War D ia ry .

Submarine 
a t ta c k  and 
s ig h t in g  
summary.

E stim a tes .
(D .D .I .C . 2414-58A, 241555A .)

U/B d i s 
p o s it io n s
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SITUATION REPORT

25.12.1944.
Monday.

Home Commands
1. The German second land-thrust at the Meuse 
failed to start yesterday, chiefly owing to air 
attacks. They are still massing in Holland 
and patrols have crossed the river near Venlo.

2(a) Two groups of E-Boats came across the North 
Sea from Ymuiden to within 30 miles of the 
Suffolk coast and crossed the East Coast Swept 
Channel. They fired several torpedoes and may 
have laid mines, but were engaged by SHEARWATER, 
corvette, who twice scored hits on them, 
and by THORNBOROUGH and EKINS, frigates, and 
deflected back east.
(b) Midget U-Boats were again detected off the 
Dutch Coast. No actions are reported from 
these, but a third prisoner has now been 
reported from yesterday, who had abandoned his 
craft 3 miles north of Zeebrugge.
(c) DAKINS, frigate, was mined off N. F. 7 buoy, 
about 14 miles N.W. of Ostend, but is still afloat.
(d) Ghent received its first large ship up the 
Terneuzen Canal yesterday, the WESTMOOR, 4359 
tons.

✓

3(a) Attacks on 5 possible U-Boat contacts 
have been carried out, and AFFLECK sighted a 
schnorkel some 15 miles N.N.E. of C. de la 
Hague, but without material results to date.
(b) LEOPOLDVILLE actually sank at 2000 last 
night, clear of the channel. Some three dozen 
vessels, and all the Cherbourg harbour craft, 
carried out rescue work, and saved about 1,500 
lives, but the dead and missing number about 970.

(,L f)

4. C. in C. W.A. is asking for 3 more anti- 
U-Boat deep minefields in St. George's Channel 
and 2 off Northern Ireland.

Foreign Stations 
Mediterranean
5. The A/A cruiser DELHI, at Split, where the 
situation continues strained, gave a successful 
party to 750 children on Christmas Eve.

/Greece ...



MOST SECRET

War Diary.

Greece.
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Philippines.

25.12.1944.
Monday.

SITUATION REPORT

Mediterranean - Contd.
6. A garrison and coastal force base was 
established at Symi today.

7. The Allied destroyer patrol continues. It 
« is reported that German Commandos are training 

on Leros and Kos.

East Indies
8. The British India SS. SIRSA, Bombay for 
Colombo and Calcutta, made an "S'* report at 
0718 from 15.00 N., 82.15 E., north-east of Madras.

*

America and West Indies
9. A Canadian Liberator attacked a U-Boat at 
1412, 80 miles south-east of Halifax, Nova 
Scotia. Wreckage and oil were reported.

10. The French Naval Mission in the U.S.A. state 
that the GLOIRE cannot transport all the currency 
needed for financial operations to be undertaken 
in France, and they ask that the MONTCALM or 
GEORGES LEYGUES may be sailed to New York.
C. in C. Mediterranean, however, says they cannot 
be spared for this transport work in present 
circumstances.

Australia and New Zealand
11(a) At daybreak today a shore to shore 
amphibious landing, supported by P.T. Boats, was 
made north of Palompon (south-east of Luzon 
Island) against slight opposition.

/(b) ...
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Philippines. 
(Contd.)

Australia and New Zealand
(b) Six U.S. Mitchells on a sweep of the 
northern Davao Gulf destroyed two coastal 
freighters and a barge.

Borneo. 12. U.S. Liberators sank two small freighters 
and damaged several small craft off the north coast of Borneo.
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HOME COMMANDS.

Movements

BERWICK.

Corvette
PETERBOROUGH.

Submarine
SOLENT.

Scapa arrival BERWICK.
(A.C.O.S., 250349A to F.O.I.C.Greenock).

Arrived PETERBOROUGH.
(Cora. D.W.A., 250841A to F.O.N.F. ).
My 231158 for 2nd January read 31st December. 
(F.O. S/M., 251014A to C. in C.W.A.).

UGANDA. (l) Admiralty 041547A not to all. Intend to
sail UGANDA to arrive Greenock 0830A Monday 
first January to embark passengers mails and 
stores.

(2) F.O.I.C. Greenock is requested to sail UGANDA to Gibraltar!.m. 1st January.
3) Request stores and mails may be diverted accordingly.

C. in C.H.F., 251046A to Admty.).
A.F.D.55. Tug EMPHATIC has defect which anticipated can be

made good a.m. 27th December.
(2) Intend to sail A.F.D.55 in tow of EMPHATIC at 
1200 on 27th December to Southend for onward 

routeing to Plymouth.
(3) A.M.141657 and 191954 neither to Southend refers.
(F.O.I.C. London, 251300 to Admty., C ’s. in C. Nore,Plymouth).
JASPER,
Fleet
Minesweeper.

My position course and speed 053° 37’ N. 021° 28' 
Y l, 070° 15 knots. Request route from position 
P.
(Weather report 5470 2156.)
(JASPER, 252359Z to C. in C.W.A.).

Operations.

North Sea.
We must expect attacks by midget submarines and 
similar types of craft to continue in Schelde 
Approaches possibly on an increasing scale. 
Probability that midget submarines are capable 
of minelaying introduces form of attack which 
appears particularly difficult to detect and count

(2) I suggest that depth charges dropped at irregular intervals 
in vulnerable areas and in vicinity of convoys may have a great 
moral effect on attackers. 55th and 66th M.T.B. Flotillas appear 
suitable for this purpose vide A.D.T.O. 6504/44 dated 8th 
November, 1944. Request your remarks.
(3) Commodore Belgium report:-
(A) Can one additional Coastal Force Flotilla be based at 
Temeuzen?
(B) H o w soon can Zeebrugge accept a flotilla?
(C) Reduction of port capacity which would result from basing 
another flotilla at Ostend?

Midget
submarine
counter
measures.

/(D)...
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Midget
submarine
counter
measures.

E-Boat
operations.

in para.2.
(2) 0120 SHEARWATER (Patrol 18) engaged 5 E-Boats near 53F buoy 
scoring hits and causing explosion in one E-Boat which was 
temporarily slowed down. Enemy fired torpedoes and crossed 
Q.Z.S.526 5 miles north of M.F.3 buoy westbound and 5 miles 
north of 53F buoy eastbound. Speed was nearly 30 knots through
out object possibly torpedo attack on shipping.
(3) 0130 THORNBOROUGH at western end of patrol 12 detached and 
engaged 6 E-Boats near N.F.5 buoy. Minelaying is suspected 
about 2j miles east and N.E. of N.F.5*
(1+) 011+0 EKINS (Patrol 1k) drove off 6 E-Boats 5 miles N.E. of 
N.F .6 buoy. Minelaying unlikely.
(5) Wellington aircraft successfully shadowed group of E-Boats 
across North Sea heading 250® from Ijmuiden. At about 011+0 
when 100 Orfordness 30 E-Boats altered southwards towards 
SHEARWATER. Shadowing report which showed this alteration was 
not received in time to warn SHEARWATER.
(6) 021+0 SHEARWATER engaged this group of 1+ E-Boats near 53 F 
buoy again scoring hits. E-Boats steered S.W. at high speed and 
contact was lost at 0300 5 miles N.E. of N.F.1 when E-Boats
were steering 200°. This group was not detected again.
(7) Groups mentioned in paras. 1 and 5 may have intended attack 
in Harwich area as diversion but turned south on detecting 
CAICOS.
(C. in C.Nore, 251250A to Admty.).

25.12.19W.Monday.
HOME COMMANDS

Operations 
North Sea.
(D) Is 11th H.D.M.L. Flotilla fitted for one 
hundred pound depth charges?
(1+) C.F.M.U.2 can be made available. 
(A.N.C.X.F., 251011A to C. in C.Nore, Com. 
Belgium).

E-Boat Operations last night 2l+th/25th December. 
(1) 2355 CAICOS on antiflying bomb patrol 20 
miles off Southwold detected k or 5 E-Boats 
steering 250®. These turned south eluding 
CAICOS M.T.Bs. were probably E-Boats referred to

Midget One Midget submarine reported by West Kappelle 270
submarines. West Kappelle 3 miles at 1120/25. M.T.Es. ordered 

to investigate. Aircraft from 11+2 Wing Coastal 
Command is also investigating. Schelde H.D.M.L. 

Patrols reinforced.
(N.O.I.C. Ostend, 251250A to C. in C. Nore).

My 21+1930. F.C.1+ reports midget submarine 18ft. long
2ft. 6 ins. free board 5 ft. periscope complement one. While on 
patrol in vicinity Oostergat Whistle buoy at 0200 track of tor
pedo was seen to pass under the leading boat of the unit. No 
H.E. effect was heard. At O5I+5 obtained contact with what was 
presumed to be similar type of craft proceeding in N.E. 
direction but contact was lost within a minute and illumination

/failed
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Operations 
North Sea

Midget failed to indicate anything on the surface,
submarines Photographs were taken of original submarine.
(Contd.) (C.F.M.U.1, 251311A to C. in C.Nore).

Following is summary of Midget submarine attacks 
on Schelde Estuary 23/24 December. It is 
confirmed that Bieber type submarines were U3ed.

It is probable that two 18 inch torpedoes were carried (and 
there is no evidence that mines were used). Periscopes were 
definitely seen.
(2) The first incident was at 0830/23 when H.D.M.L.1465 on 
Flushing Breskens patrol obtained an asdic contact attacked 
and sank a midget submarine. One survivor was taken prisoner.
(3) All available H.D.M.Ls. were sent on patrol. M.T.Bs. from 
Ostend were sent to search the area and 142 Wing Coastal Command 
were asked to search the area also.
(4) One torpedo appears to have been fired at H.DM.L.1465 and to 
have run on the beach near Breskens and exploded at 1100/24.
(5) A further attack with D/Cs. was made by Breskens patrol 
with negative result and H.D.M.L. 2221 reported submarine in 
vicinity N.F.15 buoy at 1021.
(6) Sighting reports were received from Walcheren but no contact 
was made by aircraft or surface craft.
(7) At about 1615/23 S.S. ALAN A DALE was torpedoed in the 
Schelde near Terneuzen and at 1830/23 STEEPHOLM was in contact 
with midget submarine in the same area. Shoal water made 
attack impossible. No further incident during the night.
(8) Sighting reports were received from 4th S.S. Commando Brigade 
in Walcheren between 1030/24 and 1130/24 and one submarine 
pilot landed from a rubber dinghy and was captured. One report 
speaks of hearing an engine.
(9) H.D.M.L. 1402 sank one Midget submarine near N.F.11 buoy at 
about 1130/24 and transferred prisoner to CATTISTOCK for 
immediate passage to U.X. B.Y.M.S.2173 operating near N.F.13 
reported submerged object at 1020/24 which surfaced twice.
(10) Swordfish from 142 Wing sighted a submarine which had been 
abandoned and vectored M.T.Bs. to investigate. At about 1330 
submarine was found and taken to tow in position 290 West 
Kappelle, 9 miles but later sank in position 039 Ostend 21 miles. 
It is considered that this submarine was abandoned by the pilot 
who was captured on Walcheren. Para.8 above refers.
(11) COWDRAY picked up survivor of a submarine near N.F.12 buoy 
at 1445/24 this survivor was also from an abandoned submarine.
(12) It is considered that the above shows 2 Midget submarines 
were sunk and two abandoned and that there were a number of 
others operating in the area.
(13) It is understood that aircraft of 2nd T.A.F. between 1200/24 
and 1400/24 operating N.E. of West Kappelle sighted a total of
5 Midget submarines and attacked three of these with uncertain 
results.
(N.O.I.C.Ostend, 252217A to Com. Belgium, as amended by his
261500).

Situation Discharge by sea 24 hours period ending 241600A
report. December.

Cositintrep No.265 Part 4.
/British...
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Operations. 
North Sea.

Situation 
Report 
(Contd.)

British:-

Personnel Vehicles Stores 
(including 

coal).
Bulk Pol.

Antwerp 2 281 4876 1550
Ostend 2293 764 5293 1150
Boulogne 16 45 - -
Dieppe 34 - 2227 —
Caen - - 1559 -

Calais 1965 2 - -
Total 4310 1 0 9 2 13955 2700
U.S. North:
Antwerp mm - 12345 -
Cherbourg - - 53191 -
Le Havre 3531 422 4794 4190
Rouen 707 449 3845 4045
Grancliffe mm - 2469 -
Total 4238 871 28554 8235
U.S. South:
Marseilles 21 177 17874 4411
Port de Bouc - - 576 4548
Toulon - - 693 —
Total 21 177 19145 8959
(A.N.C.X.F., 251i+i*5A to Admiralty).

Operations:
In Holland enemy patrols crossed river in Venlo area; evidence 
of enemy regrouping this area. Further evidence that enemy 
preparing operation; photos show landing atrip at Soesterberg 
(E.39) repaired.
General:
Neither Panzer Army got started on 24th December. II S.S. Panzer 
Company formed up but was shot up from air, and I S.S. Panzer 
Corps still licking fairly considerable wounds.

(S.H.A.E.F. 251830 to War Office).
Cositintrep No.265 Part 2 Naval.

(1) Ghent. S.S. WESTMOOR the first large ship to proceed up 
Terneuzen Canal to Ghent since its capture. Arrived p.m. 24th 
December.
(2) Troopship LEOPOLDVILLE sunk by torpedo 5 miles north of 
Cherbourg at l800/24th December.
(3) Reference Cositintep No.263 para.3. Object which blew up 
on beach west of Breskens «nd was reported to be a midget 
submarine, now known to have been a torpedo.
Reference Cositintrep No.264 para.1A further midget submarine 
was attacked by COWDRAY north of Zeebrugge.

(S.H.A.E.F. 252350A to Admty.).

/m .T.B....
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M.T.B. Consideration is being given to increasing the
reinforcements, strength of short M.T.Bs. in the Nore Command.

Request you will advise whether any of the U.S. 
P.T.-Boats operating from Cherbourg could be 
re-allocated to Harwich to assist in meeting 
this possible requirement, 

boats that could be accepted is governed by the 
available ashore for crews and maintenance per- 
present this is limited to 15 0.
251615A to A.N.C.X.F.).

Have struck a mine. My position now 
N.P.7 buoy 2.5.
(DAKINS, 252110 to C. in C.Nore).
Have struck a mine or been struck by 
Am uncertain which. Forward flooded 
messdeck level, have 12 casualties 4 
(DAKINS, 252150A*to C. in C.Nore).

Am proceeding to assistance of DAKINS.
(Unit F.G.1, 252213 to C. in C.Nore).
* Request immediate assistance.

E-Boat H.Q.C.C. 011*4-53 and Air Ministry 071821. From
counter- the scale of E-Boat attack on the nights of 22/
measures. 23rd and 2^th/25th December, it is apparent that

a large number of operational E-Boats are based 
at Ymuiden and Waalhaven.

(2) Request bombing of these E-Boat pens may be intensified at 
a very early date.
(3) It is probable that E-Boats are also operating from Den 
Helder.
(C. in C.Nore, 25211*4 to Admty.).

is 015®

a torpedo.
below
serious.

The number of 
accommodation 
sonnel and at
(a .c .n .s .(h ),

DAKINS
frigate,
damaged.

25.12.191i4.Monday.

Operations

Channel.
CAISTOR CASTLE and LAUNCESTBJK CASTLE investigating 
contact in 050® 17* N. 001® 39* 30" W., remainder 
of Group continuing patrol.
(S.0.E.G.30, 250056A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Have attacked *4 times with Squid. Contact still firm. 
Possibly 2 wrecks, intend remaining in the vicinity, holding 
contact until daylight.

(CAISTOR CASTLE, 250612A to C. in C.Portsmouth).
Contact lost and not regained after 90 minutes, am 

assuming day patrol.
(CAISTOR CASTLE, 251022A to C. in C.Portsmouth).

Possible
U-Boat.

/Loss...
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Operations
Channel

Loss of Your 242356, position - 049° 45’ 20” N. 001° 34’
LEOPOLDVILLE W., accurate by QH. ANTHONY confirms a torpedo

track seen and heard on duplicate HE in second 
attack. My 241756 refers.
(BRILLIANT 250142A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Your 250050. Intend to sweep either side of H. Channel 
until relieved.
(2) Ref. my 241948, 242150 and 250237 not to all addresses, 
following area thoroughly swept by ship 1500 yards apart in 
perfect asdic condition*. -
The coast to 049° 54’ N. between 001° 23’ W. and 001° 49’ W.
(3) If attack was by torpedo consider U-boat must have drifted 
westemong welter of small rescue craft and escaped towards 
Alderney. Probablility area had been thoroughly swept prior 
incident.
(S.O.E.G. 1, 251012A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

LEOPOLDVILLE struck well aft starboard side at 1754 
in position 49° 45’ 20” N. 01° 34’ W. by accurate QH of escort 
and sank approximately 2000.
Escort BRILLIANT ordered ship to anchor position where struck 
outside aid about 2 miles off H. Channel vicinity of Willard 
patrol. Escort ANTHONY reports torpedo track sighted and heard 
about 36 vessels including P.Cs., P.Ts., C.G.Cs. , tugs, and all 
harbour craft used in rescue.
Tentative figures 1500 alive,200 dead and about 770presently 
unaccounted for. Believe 2232 troops and 237 crew aboard 
when struck. Checking sailing list now.
A/S search instructed but results negative from information 
available.O.N. escort ANTHONY made one depth charge attack but remaining 
escorts and Portsmouth Night Patrols had negative results in 
search.
Nature of contact of escort unknown.
Ships searching 9 British, 3 U.S. P.Cs. plus regular patrols. 
(C.T.G.125.2, 251303A to C.T.P.125.)

Second
Possible
U-boat

N. 03° 
BAKER

Made depth charge attack on probable submarine 
at 50° 20’ 30” N. 03° 09' 00” W. at 00562/ 25th 
Unable regain contact. Left area on duty 
assigned.
(DANIELS 250325Z to C. in C. Plymouth.)o 
possible u-boat attacked in position 50 20

09’ 00” W. at 0056Z/25th by U.S.S. DANIEL^. PATCH 
proceed to investigate.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 250604A to E.G.21.)

30”

hird KENILWORTH CASTLE attacking a stationary bottome
ossibl® target in position 50° 22’ N. 02 03 7. Am
-boat. joining to verify position.(S.O.E.G.30, 250549A to C. in 0. Portsmouth.) 

KENILWORTH CASTLE contact was in 50 20 2U L.
02°C2’ 54”. She attacked twice with Squid.

Oth returning to patrol now (consider?) contact non submarine.
y 250549A refers. .S.O.E.G.30, 250734A to C, in C. Portsmouth.;

/patrols...
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O p e r a t i o n s

C h an n el -  C o n td .

P a t r o l s  My 251012A .
P r o c e e d  t o  c a r r y  o u t  A /S  sweep t h r o u g h : -  
(P P )  4 9 . 3 6  N. 0 6 .1 6  W.
(QQ; 4 9 . 2 6  N. 0 3 .4 2  W.
(HR) 4 9 . 5 2  N. 0 2 . 4 1  W.

t h e n c e  e s t a b l i s h  Gamma P a t r o l  34 6 °  10 m i l e s  and 166 °  10 m i l e s  
f r o m  (RR) r e p o r t  e x p e c t e d  t im e  o f  a r r i v a l  (H R ).
( 2 )  Range o f  C h a n n e l I s l a n d  b a t t e r i e s  13 m i l e s .(c. i n  C. P ly m o u th ,  251049A t o  E . G . 1 9 . )

Y o u r  251049A . E .T .A .  (HR) 1 3 0 0 A /2 6 t h .
( S .O .  E .G .1 9 ,  251 418  t o  C. i n  C. P ly m o u t h . )
Day p a t r o l  2 6 t h  f r o m  1100 when P0RTCHESTER CASTLE s a i l s  

d i v i d e  a r e a  Q a t  0 1 °  35* W.
( 2 )  My 24 2 3 5 5  and 2 5 1 1 6 ?  r e f e r s .

(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u th  25 1 8 4 0  t o  S .O .E .G .  3 0 . )
My 281728  p a r a .  12 n o t  t o  E .G .1 7 .

A .  N i g h t 2 5 t h / 2 6 t h  p a t r o l  32 5 m i l e s  e a c h  s i d e  o f  0 2 °  1 5 '  W. 
b y  S u n d e r la n d  and W e l l i n g t o n .
Day 2 6 th  p a t r o l  s o u t h  o f  P o r t l a n d  B i l l  and p a t r o l  5 E a s t  o f  H. 
C h a n n e l  b y  S w o r d f i s h  p a t r o l  32 b y  L i b e r a t o r s .

(C .  i n  C . P o r t s m o u th ,  251842A P o r t s m o u th  A /S  P a t r o l  F o r c e )  
N ig h t  p a t r o l  2 5 t h / 2 6 t h  A r e a  " Q " .  My 24 2 3 5 5  r e f e r s .
(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u th ,  25 1 9 1 5  t o  S .O .E .G .  3 0 . )
My 2 5 1 8 4 2 .  C o r r e c t  P a r a .  A. t o  r e a d  a s  f o l l o w s ; -  

Day 2 6 t h  P a t r o l  5 E a s t  o f  H. C h a n n e l ,  
p a t r o l  6 S . S .E .  o f  S t .  C a th e r in e s  by  S w o r d f i s h .
P a t r o l  32 b y  L i b e r a t o r s .

(C .  i n  C. P o r t s m o u th ,  252359A t o  P o r t s m o u th  A /S  P a t r o l  
F o r c e . )

Am i n  com pany w i t h  M .T .B .7 6 0  e x a c t  p o s i t i o n  c f  
c o n t a c t  5 0 °  3 1 '  30" N. 0 1 °  3 2 ’ 0 0 "  W. w here a 
non  S /M . i s  c h a r t e d .
( S . O . E . G . 3 0 ,  251625A t o  C. i n  C .  P o r t s m o u t h . )
M. T. B s .  s a y  we w ere  on w ro n g  c o n t a c t .  A l l  
s h i p s  l o s t  c o n t a c t .  Am c a r r y i n g  o u t  h u n t .  My

251 625  r e f e r s .
( S . O . E . G . 3 0 ,  251720A t o  C. i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h . )
M .T .B s .  r e g a i n e d  c o n t a c t .  U n a b le  t o  c o n f i r m  a s  y e t .
( S . O . E . G . 3 0 ,  251803  t o  C. i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h . )

Am s t i l l  i n  c o n t a c t  and a t t a c k i n g  i n  p o s i t i o n  50 3 1 '  10" N.
0 1 °  31* 3 0 " .
Y o u r  2 3 0 0 2 5  p a r a .  3 B ,1 ,  2 ,  3 ,  4B c l a s s i f y  c o n t a c t  su b m a r in e .  

(M .T .B .  7 60  251829  t o  C. i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h . )
My 251 803  M .T .B s .  l o s t  c o n t a c t  a g a i n .  4  c o r v e t t e s  d o i n g  

o b s e r v a n t  arou n d  them PORTCHESTER CASTLE i n s i d e  s q u a r e  h e l p i n g

F o u r t h
p o s s i b l e
U - b o a t

. T . B s .  ^  X
( S . 0 . E . G . 3 0 ,  251832A t o  C. i n  C. P o r t s m o u t h . )
PORTCHESTER CASTLE g a in e d  c o n t a c t  on  M . T . B . ' s  c o n t a c t  i n  

o s i t i o n  2 4 3 °  S t .  C a t h e r i n e s  p o i n t  7 . 5  m i l e s  and a t t a c k e d  t w i c e
i t h  S q u id .
x t e n t  o f  t a r g e t  and d e p t h  r e c o r d e r  i n d i c a t e d  m in o r  n o n -
u b m a r in e .  . . n
o n o t  i n t e n d  more a t t a c k s  b u t  w i l l  c o n t i n u e  o b s e r v a n t  u n t i l

n i g h t  p a t r o l  s i g n a l  a r r i v e s .  \
(S .O .E .G .3 0 ,  251917  t o  C . i n  C . Portsmouth.)

/ F i f t h . . .
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Operations 
Channel - Contd.
ANTHONY and CROIX DE LORRAINE attacking contact 
085° 3.C.P. 8 miles had not then joined escort. 
(SPRAGGE, 251830 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Snorkel sighted, am in asdic contact in position 
^9° 54’ N. 01° 48' W. sighting reliable first 
contact by H.E.
(AFFLECK, 252208 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
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O perations.

Western Approaches.

My 211710A 16 tons feed  water now in reserve . My 
P .C .S . 49° 4 0 ’ N. 21° 58* W. 060° 4  
(CAMELLIA 250930A to C. in  C. W.A.)

31st E.G. is  to R/V J.W. 63 con s is tin g  o f  34 M.V. 
in  p o s it io n  000° A ltacarry 8* at 1530A/27 and 
escort to  Loch Ewe. Speed 8^ knots.
(2 ) On com pletion you are to  escort Loch Ewe 
section  o f  O.N.S. 39 to  jo in  main convoy in 
p o s it io n  270° Oversay 6* at 1230A/29.
(C. in C. W.A. 251045 to  S.O.E.G. 31 .)

At 1400A s h i f t  p a tro l to between Trevose Head and 
Lundy Island.
(2) Carry out occasion al sweeps c lo s e  inshore 
including Barnstable Bay and Lundy Roads.
(C. in  C. Plymouth 251150A to BEACON HILL, NEW 
GLASGOW, JONQUIERE.)

Ify 081004 November and Admiralty message 162023 
November. On fu rth er con sid era tion  on mining 
p o lic y  in Western Approaches i t  is considered 
desirab le  to  lay  deep m inefields in the fo llow in g  
areas which are shown in  th e ir  order o f  p r io r ity :

(1 ) Along convoy route C between p os it ion s  51° 44^* N. 07° 30*
W. and 188 Tuskar 9 .5  m iles.
(2 ) Along convoy route B between p os it ion s  51° 5 2 .5 ’ N. 06° 15* W« 
and 51° 34.5* N. 07° 26* W.
(3 ) Between p o s it io n s  51° 55 ’ N. 05° 50 ’ W. and 51° 38* N. 05° 50‘W.
(4 ) Along convoy route between 55° 35* N. 07° 10 ’ V/. and 55° 35 '
N. 08° 00* W.
(5 ) Along convoy route between p os it ion s  55° 43* N. 07° 10* W» 
and 55° 48 ' N. and 08° 00 ’ W.
(C« in  C. W.A. 251201A to  Admty.)

P oss ib le  My 251628A. U-Boat may be e ith e r  outward or  home-
U-Boat. ward bound.

(2) Leigh Light L iberator is  being sent to co 
operate w ith you. Call sign KWC and sh ou ld  jo in  
you about 1900A.
(3 ) My 241025Z is  ca n ce lled .
(C. in  C. W.A. 251616Z to 3 .0 .E.G. 6 .)

Detach 6th E.G. forthw ith  to hunt U-Boat reported  by A/C in  50.56 
N. 08.15 W.
(C. in  C. W.A. 251628 to C.T.G. 2 1 .7 .)

Your 1628. Have carried  out 10 m iles square search. No 
r e s u lts . Intend proceeding a 220° d ir e c t io n  fo r  30 m iles a lte r  to  
north f o r  30 m iles and continuing search in a 30 m iles square as 
arranged about datum. S u itab le . Weather report 9060 2300. 

(S.O .E.G . 6 252339A to  C. in  C. W.A.)

War Diary.

CAMELLIA.

Convoy 
J.W. 63.

P a tro l.

Deep mining 
d esired .
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Operations.

Escort carriers 
for Home 
Fleet.

Norway.
The following escort carriers 

operational control of C. in C.
Col.
Name
CAMPANIA 
NAIRANA 
VINDEX 
TRUMPETER 
PREMIER

Col. 2« 
Present I.E.
12 Swordfish 
8 Wildcats 
12 Swordfish 
4 Wildcats 
12 Swordfish
8 Y/ildcats
9 Avengers
8 Wildcats
9 Avengers 
8 Wildcats
12 Barracudas

are placed under the 
H.F.:
Col. 3.
Intended I.E.
12 Swordfish 
8 Wildcats 
12 Swordfish 
8 Wildcats.
12 Swordfish 
8 Y/ildcats 
8 Avengers 
8 Y/ildcats 
8 Avengers 
8 Y/ildcats 
12 Barracudas 
8 Y/ildcats

PUNCHER 
when 
ready for 
service.

(2) Signals allocating any of the above escort carriers to C. in 
C. Y/.A. are cancelled.
(3) Should a U-Boat threat develop in the Atlantic or Bay of 
Biscay it may be necessary to withdraw some of these carriers 
from C« in C. H.F.
(4) Column 3 is expected to be complete by the end of March.
(5) Swordfish Squadrons from NAIRANA, VINDEX and CAMPANIA, will 
be withdrawn one at a time, to 
Buoy. This will be done so as 
possible to the Home Fleet.
(6) The administrative control of the above carriers is to be 
carried out as arranged between C. in C. H.F. and F.O.C.T. 
(V.C.N.S. 251515A to Cs. in C. H.F., W.A., F.O.C.T.)

train them in the use of the Sono 
to cause the least disturbance

Suspected 
U-Boat•

By D/F on 4800 k/cs at 1633Z U-Boat fixed within 
30 miles of 59° 4 0 ’ N. 03° E.
(D.D.I.C. 251823A to 3/Ms north of 51° N.)

Patrol3.

Operations.
Northern Waters.
Take BYARD and CALDER under your orders and sail 
at 1700A today Monday.
(2) Establish Gamma on 59° 15* N. between 04° 00* 
and 05.00 V/. and relieve trawlers searching in 
this area*
(C. in C. Rosyth 251031 to BENTINCK.)

W

Convoy 
J.W. 63.

J.W. 63. (1) W.A. escort CYGNET (8.0.), LAPY/ING,
LARK, KBPPEL, Y/ESTCOTT, Y/AIKER, BEAGLE, ALINGTON 
CASTLE, BAMBOROUGH CASTLE comprising E.G. 7 for 
this operation.
(2) CYGNET, LAPWING, LARK, AUINGTON CASTLE, 

BAMBOROUGH CASTIS are to arrive Loch Ewe in daylight December 29. 
(3) A. KEPPEL, Y/ESTCOTT, Y/ALKER, BEAGLE are to arrive Skaalef jord
December 30th.

/B*. *
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O p e ra tio n s . 
N o rth e rn  Y /aters.

Convoy J.W . 63. (C o n td .)
B. One o f  U.K. d e s t ro y e rs  i s  to  c a l l  a t  Loch Ewe to  ta k e  convoy o rd e rs  to  BLUE RANGER a t  S k a a le f jo rd  (4 ) R equest you w i l l  s a i l  sh ip s  a c c o rd in g ly .(C. in  C. W.A.' 251137 to  F .O .I .C . G reenock .)I t  has been d e c id e d  t h a t  R u ssian  S .C s. w i l l  n o t be s a i l e d  i n  J.Y/. 63.Your 200954 r e f e r s .(A .C .N .S .(H ) 251325A to  C. i n  C. H .F .)

S .B .N .O . N. R ussia*8 221717 and 231815 b o th  re c e iv e d  a f te  r  "Ente rim" had s a i l e d .(2 ) A ttem pts by W/T to  d i v e r t  " In te r im ” to  Lerw ick fo r  amended ro u te  f a i l e d  b u t as a r e s u l t  o f  a i r  and s u r fa c e  s e a rc h  th ey  were c o n ta c te d  and a re  b e in g  b ro u g h t back to  L erw ick .(3 ) N .O .I.C . Lerw ick i s  re q u e s te d  to  s a i l  " In te r im "  as  soon as p o s s ib le  a f t e r  th e  amended ro u te  has been  p a ssed  to  a l l  4 m otor f i s h i n g  sh ip s  and th e  f a i l u r e  o f t h e i r  Y//T com m unications has been in v e s t ig a te d ,  r e p o r t in g  t h e i r  tim e o f  s a i l i n g  to  a l l  a u th o r i t i e s .  (C* in  C* R osyth 251305A to  S .B .N .O . N. R u ss ia , N .O .I .C . L e rw ick .)

Norwegian M .F.Vs. f o r  K o la .

M ining.
Deep m ining My 231105A. A rriv e d  PLOVER, e s c o r t  CONQUEROR,o f f  H a r tla n d  (F .O .I .C . M ilfo rd  Haven 250903A to  C. in  C* P o in t*  P ly m o u th .)

4 0 th  M .S.F. P roceed  a t  0530A /26th December w ith  4 0 th  M .S.F. to  Le H avre. i n  company to  Le H avre.(2 ) Sweep from  J  Buoy to Kansas Buoy thence t o  58E Buoy. Double O ropesa u s in g  3 . A. g e a r .  Guide to  be in  c e n t r e  o f  fo rm a tio n  w ith  on ly  one sweep s tream ed .(C. in  C. P ortsm ou th  251105A to  CATHERINE.)C ancel try 251105A.(C* in  C* P ortsm ou th  252155A to  CATHERINE.)

4 0 th  and 4 0 th  M .S.F . i s  r e q u ir e d  t o  o p e ra te  under C. i n  C.3 1 s t M .S .Fs. N ore. A v a ila b le  s h ip s  o f f l o t i l l a  a re  to be s a i l e d  on th e  26 th  December to  H arwich.(2 ) 3 1 s t  M .S.F. i s  r e a l lo c a te d  to  C .T .F . 125. F l o t i l l a  w i l l  c o n tin u e  to  o p e ra te  un d er C. i n  C. P lym outh , u n t i l  c a l l e d  fo rw ard  by C .T .F . 125.(3) 3 1 s t M .S.F . i s  to  be a v a i la b le  when re q u ir e d  in  accordance w ith  A .N .C .X .F . 231837 n o t  to  a l l  a d d re s se e s .(D.M.S. 251305A to  Cs. i n  C. P lym outh , P o rtsm o u th  C .T .F .)P ass S p ith e a d  G ate 2000A /26th w ith  a l l  a v a i la b le  s h ip s  o f  
th e  4 0 th  M .S.F. i n  company to  H arw ich.

/ ( 2 )  —
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40th  and 
3 1 st M .S.Fs. 
(C o n td .)

Minins*

(2 ) Standard con voy  rou te  to Dumpton Buoy th en ce  by 
Q .Z .S . 4 5 8 , 4 6 8 , 446 and 263.
(3 ) A d ju st speed  t o  pass Dumpton Buoy 0700A /27th . 
E .T .A . 1100A /27th .
(C. in  C. Portsm outh 252335A to  CATHERINE.)

Sweeping 
in  S ch eld e  
A pproaches.

Y our 250421A and my 251159 and my 251827(?A )
(2 )  T o ta l mines 6 ,  as r e p o r te d .
(3 )  High p ercen tage  sea rch  in  "K in g" fo rm a tio n  
c a r r ie d  ou t t o  7 c a b le s  sou th  o f  c e n tre  l i n e  t o  
depth  o f  8 fathom s. 62-ĵ b sea rch  in  "How" f o r 
m ation  t o  5 c a b le s  to  n o r th  o f  c e n tre  l in e  to

same d e p th . One sweep p a r te d  on wreck in  p o s i t i o n  51° 21* N.
02° 2 6 ' 5” E. and s e v e r a l on  wreckage and sh oa ls  near N .F . 6 .
(4 )  R egret N .F . 5 buoy fo u le d  and c u t  d u rin g  sweep -  now 
d r i f t i n g  -  r e p la ce d  by  dan buoy showing d ou b le  f l a g  F ov e r  5 and 
sh a rin g  w h ite l i g h t  -  in  ap prox , ch a rted  p o s i t i o n  TY. F l o t i l l a  
re tu rn in g  Margate R oads. P rop ose  co n t in u in g  h ig h  p ercen ta g e  
sea rch  o f  same area  to  dep th  o f  6 fathom s tomorrow Tuesday s a i l  
at 0600A.
(M .S .P . 42 252003 to  C. in  C. N o re .)

Ghent.

P ort  F a c i l i t i e s .

F i r s t  la r g e  sh ip  WESTMOOR a r r iv e d  Ghent 1 5 3 0 /2 4 th . 
(Com. Belgium 251151 to  A .N .C .X .F .)

SS. EMPIRE 
PATH.

C a su a lt ie s  & D e fe c t s .

My 242020 s h ip  now r e p o r te d  f ir m  aground w ith  
back broken  in  p o s i t i o n  240° N .P . 9 buoy 2 m ile s . 
(N .O .I .C . O stend 250131 t o  C. in  C. N o re .)

L .C .G .(M ) 110. At 1 2 55 /24 th  December, 1944 , f i s h in g  tra w le r
REMSGIO c o l l i d e d  w ith , and s e r io u s ly  damaged L .C .G . 
(M) 110 which was a t  anchor t o  South Spurn P o in t ,  
R iv e r  Humber no c a s u a lt ie s  in  L .C .G .(M ) 110 i t  i s  

assumed th a t  no blame can be a ttach ed  t o  H.M. sh ip  as she was a t  
an ch or. REMEGIO owned by S ir  George p . S l i e g h t ,  T ru stees  C ro ss , 
S t .  G rim sby, P o rt  o f  R e g is t r y  -  G rim sby, j o i n t  su rvey  w ith ou t 
p r e ju d ic e  i3 b e in g  arranged on b o th  s h ip s .
(C a p t. o f  B ase, Grimsby 251105A to  Adm ty.)

Loch Ewe 
t o  c lo s e

S h ip p in g  & C onvoys.

The use o f  Loch Ewe as an ocean convoy assem bly 
p o r t  w i l l  cea se  as from  7th January and the p ro p o s a ls  
co n ta in e d  in  A.M. 141656A are to  take e f f e c t  from  
th a t d a te .
(D .T .D . 251630A to  Cs. in  C. W.A«, H .P ., R o s y th .)
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South A tla n tic

A rrived . Colombo pass to  C.E.F.E. 
(Cdre. Durban, 250729Z to  Admty., e t c . )

Your 181748. Admty. maintains the view that 
a base at twelve month’ s n o tice  is  necessary to 
meet requirements given in A.L. M.012741/43 o f  
6th March, 1944, but in  l ig h t  o f  remarks in 
your le t t e r  o f  21st June, departments are 
rev is in g  th e ir  requirements with a view to

leaving  in ta ct :
(a ) f a c i l i t i e s  which can be leased  to  and maintained by the 
C olon ia l Government or lo c a l  firm s during peacetime;
(b ) other f a c i l i t i e s  (such  as roads, bu ild in g  foundations, 
je t t ie s  and ce rta in  minimum accomodation and storage) which 
must be kept up i f  a base i f  to  be developed in  the time 
allowed.
(2 ) I t  is  recognised that the le ss  that can be maintained 
permanently the more w ill  have to be provided at short n o tice  
in  an emergency. This app lies to  docking and repa ir  
f a c i l i t i e s  as to  other needs. Revised proposals w ill be 
forwarded as soon as p o ss ib le .
(A.C.N.S. (F) ,  251052A to F.O .C.W .Af.)

FRITILLARY.

Freetown
base,
p o lic y .
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EMILE BERTIN, 
Beirut.

Mediterranean.
Request you sail French cruiser EMIIE BERTIN 
a.m. 27th direct to position 292 for onward routeing by V.A.M. to Toulon. Your 231013 not to 
all refers.
(F.O.L.E.M. 251001B to N.O.I.C. Beirut.)Amended by 261849B q.v.

BIDEFORD. (1) BIDEFORD Alexandria to Gibraltar by basic 
westbound route at 217, 0900B/25th, speed 12 knots. 
(N.O.I.C. Alexandria 251026B to Admty., etc.)
E.T.A. Malta 1400A tomorrow 26th.(BIDEFORD 251905A to V.A.M.)

Aegean
Intelligence. Intelligence report 156, week ending 23rd Dec. 1944 

Aegean, Crete. Distribution of small amount relief 
stores Heraklion completed.
Dodecanese destroyer patrol continues. Shore
battery Livadia Bay and Piskopl active on 21st. 

Reported that German Commandos training on Leros and Kos. 
T.O.O. 241726.
(S.O.(I) E* Mediterranean 251217B to 3.0.(I) Istanbul.)

ERNE. Request you will sail ERNE on completion of refit 
to Gibraltar for onward routeing to U.K. A.M. 
241641 Nov. not to all refers.
(C. in C. Med. 251657A to F.O.L.E.M.)

Situation report 
No. 516.

There is nothing to report from Piraeus or the provincial ports where situation is quiet and 
possibly less tense, with exception Preveza, 
where situation is difficult and evacuation of 
refugees and subsequently troops may prove necessar; 
(C. in C* Med. 251815 to Admty., etc.)

Cositintrep 
No. 534, part 
four.

Greece. During 24 Dec. our forces made slight 
gains in Piraeus. In Neol Faliron our troops 
have made steady progress against increasing 
opposition. In Athens further gains have been 
made in the area northwest of the Acropolis and 
we have captured the gas works in this area. 
(A.F.H.Q. No T.0.0/25 to W.0.)
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U/Bdispositions.

East Indies
Area V.P.2 and area C.B.2 north of 005° N. and east of 080° E. - reduced scale to X.5. 
Area V.P.l remains X.5. Other areas remain W.5.
(C. in G. E.I., 250524Z.)

SIRSA,U/B. SSSS 15.00 N., 82.15 E., periscope sighted. (SIRSA, 250718.)

V
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America and West Indies
Support Until further notice maintain at least one DE
Group support group in operations against weather

reporting against weather reporting U-boats 
indicated by Cominch U-boat estimate.
C.N.O. serials 0511220 of 27th Sept, and 

01819920 of 18th December are (pertinent).
(Cominch and C.N.O., 251452 to Cinclant)

U-boat Estimates.
Dispositions (N.S.H.Q. 251505Z, as amended 251920Z, Cominch 

251547.)

French Naval Mission U.S. states F/S GLOIRE 
cannot transport all currency needed for 
financial operations to be undertaken in France 
with agreement of S.C.A.E.F. Mydis 071930. 
French, therefore, request F/S MONTCALM or 
GEORGES LEYGUES be sailed to New York earliest 

possible to transport additional currency to France, additional 
currency to France, provided S.C.A.E.F. confirms necessity for 
above and one of the cruisers can be spared from present duty 
Admty. is requested issue necessary sailing orders. Admty. 
pass to S.C.A.S.F. N.S.T. one give to A.N.C.X.F. Radio Paris 
inform Comnavforfranee.
(Cominch, 251517, to Admty., S.C.A.E.F.)

French 
Cruisers 
for U.S.A.

U-boat Sighting my 251420 (N.T. in W.D.) was of
attacked periscope only. Aircraft attacked with depth

charges reports oil, bubbles, and wreckage seen. 
(C. in C. C.N.A., 251638 to Ships in Area D.)

T.G.27.1.1 When ready for sea 26th December T.G.27.1.1, 
less HAYTER proceed kill Weather Reporter 
49° N. 30° W. Insure latest corrections CSP 
1774B held by H.F./D.F. equipped ships.
Cominch requested advise ships concerned latest 

radio intelligence operating information. HAYPER to join as 
soon as ready. Comdeslant supply C.N.O. serials of Cominch 
251422.
(Cinclant, 252331Z to C.T.U. 27.1.1 and HAYTER.)

Australia and New Zealand
ROBERT J. U.S.S. RROBERT J. WALKER torpedoed by S/M in
WALKER 036° 05' 3. 150° 43* at 1655Z 24th. Subsequent
torpedoed information indicate ship is still afloat.

(N.R/ Melbourne, 250224Z to Admty., etc.)

/Sitrep...
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Australia and New Zealand - Contd.
Sitrep. To 1500Z/24.
E (?) 88. Philippines.

Leyte P.Ts. destroyed barge north paloma on 
night Dec. 22nd. Destroyers sank enemy (?) P.T. 
boat Mindanae sea. P.T. boats destroyed one 

supply laden barge night December, 22nd.
(G.H.Q., S.W.P.A., 250239Z to various)

Digest Navy Mariner sighted enemy M.T.B. near Allied
No.1069 convoy 10 miles west of Qmmiguin Island in
for Central Mindanao Sea early hours: escorting
December destroyers sank boat.
24th. (7) On Leyte our forces advancing westwards

across almost entire length of northwestern 
Peninsula without serious hindrance. Late 
report states shore to shore amphibious landing 

supported by P.T. boats conducted day break 25th Omt Mite north 
of Palon^on against slight opposition.
(8) 5 Thunderbolts set ablaze entire Palompon area with Napalin
incendiaries 23rd December after 10 Kittyhawks had bombed Port. 
(12) 6 Mitchells sweeping Davao Gulf forenoon 23rd sank 3 small
coasters.
(14) 3 patrol Liberators over Northern Borneo 23rd December
individually bombed Miri Labuan and Jesselton also straffed 
small Merchant Ship in Brunei Bay.
(17) 4 Mitchells sweeping Flores Sea 23rd straffed 3 barges,
1 sailing craft along coast southwest from Dilli. Similar 
sweep next day destroyed 1 barge this area.
(19) P.T. Boats destroyed 1, damaged second of 2 heavily armed 
barges heading northeast from further most Halmahera towards 
western Morotaw night 22nd. On 22nd and 23rd December fighters 
destroyed 2, damaged about 15 more barges during coastal sweeps 
northern Halmahera.
(1P).P,T, Boats destroyed 1 southbound barge approaching 
Palompon night 22nd.
(G.H.Q.S.W.P.A., 250816Z).

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN
Submarine
attack
and
sighting
summary.

course 135°

For 24 hours to 0900Z/25th Dec.
Para. A.(1) At 1656Z/24th December Belgian LEOPOLDVILLE 
(11,509 G.R.T.) torpedoed in 49° 45* N. 01° 34* W 
Para. B.(1) At 0957Z 24th Dec. A/C M/110 sighted P/S 
course North in 49° 481 N. 02° 02’ W.

(2) At 1323Z 24th. Dec. A/C P/407 sighted C/T 
in 516 08* N. 04° 44’ W.

para. C.(1) At 0753Z 24th Dec. PEV2NSEY CASTLE attacked contact 
obtained at C.135Z/24th December by M.T.B.731, possibly wreck.

/(2) . . .
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Submarine 
attack and 
sighting 
summary. 
(Contd. )

N.
(2) At 2356Z/24th Dec. CAISTER CASTLE and 
LAUNCESTON CASTLE attacked contact in 50° 17’
01° 39’ W.
(3) At 0056Z/25th Dec. U.S.S. DANIELS attacked 
possible U-Boat in 50° 21* N. 03° 09* W.
(4) At 0449Z/25th Dec. KENILWORTH CASTLE attacked 
bottom contact possibly non submarine in 50°
22’ N. 02° 03* W.

(5) At 0610Z/24th Dec. A/C 0/206 obtained A.S.V. contact in 59c 
mins. N. 03° 46’ W.
Para. D. (l) A/C M/110 reported possible U-Boat in Alderney 

Harbour at 1135Z/24th Dec.
(D.D.I.C. 251040A to Cominch, N.S.H.Q.)

U/B dis- Estimates.
positions. (D.D.I.C. 251419A, 251420A.)
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SITUATION REPORT

Home Corona nds
1(a) Midget U-Boats again appeared in the Nore - 
Schelde channel but achieved nothing. One of 
them was captured by an H.D.M.L. and taken in 
tow, but sank, another was rammed and sunk by 
a minesweeper, and a Typhoon certainly sank one 
and probably another off Flushing.
It is stated by prisoners that the 30 craft 
concerned in the operations of December 23rd 
and 24th had been stored an a concrete shelter 
outside Maasluis. The R.A.F. has been asked 
to bomb this as well as the E-Boat pens.
(b) DAKINS has made Harwich on one engine.
(c) At Antwerp Kruisschens Sluis was used on 
Friday for the first time to pass out empty 
Liberty ships.

2. AFFLECK, with First and Seventeenth Escort 
Groups, continued hunting the U-Boat which sank 
LEOPOLDVILLE, after sighting its schnorkel, for 
some 12 hours, but shortly after S.O. E.G. 1 had 
decided that the U-Boat had made its getaway 
amongst the crush of rescue craft/ CAPEL was 
torpedoed and sunk, and a quarter of an hour 
later AFFLECK herself was hit aft, but struggled 
into Cherbourg. First and Seventeenth Escort 
Groups continued the hunt, with renewed vigour 
and produced a little oil from hedgehog attacks, 
but no definite proofs. The same or another 
U-Boat was sighted shortly before midnight off 
C. de la Hague by aircraft and is being hunted 
by Tenth and Nineteenth Escort Groups.

3. Two possible U-Boat traces are being 
investigated in Western Approaches, but on 
slender evidence.

4. M.T.Bs. 717 and 627 have returned from 
their V.P. patrol off Hovden, during which they 
torpedoed and sank an 1,800 ton merchantman and 
badly damaged her escort with gunfire, themselves 
sustaining only superficial damage and no 
casualties.

Foreign Stations 
South Atlantic
5. In view of the cessation of trade convoys 
south of Gibraltar, F.0.C. West Africa is 
requested by the Admiralty to sail two groups

/of ...
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Greece.

Riviera,
Collision.

Aegean.

U-Boat.

SUBTLE, 
R. of P.

SPITEFUL, 
R. of P.

8 1 3
26.18.1944.
Tuesday.

SITUATION REPORT

South Atlantic
of the 55th, 56th and 57th Escort Groups, less 
the "Kil” class A/S vessels, to Gibraltar.

Mediterranean
6. H.M. Ships have begun evacuating civilians 
from Preveza to Corfu.

7. The large French destroyers LE MALIN and 
LE TERRIBLE have been in collision west of 
Ventotene and are being towed to Naples. LE 
MALIN is destroyed from her bows to foremost 
turret, and LE TERRIBLE has water entering her 
engine and boiler rooms from aft.

8. On the island of Kos, 100 Germans are 
reported to have completed assault training 
with the intention of landing on Niseros before 
further operations.

East Indies
9. The American SS. CAPE LAMBERT, which left 
Fremantle for Calcutta on November 30, reported 
sighting a submarine at 2040 in 05.48 N., 81.50 
E., near Trincomalee.

10. The submarine SUBTLE, during her second 
Far East patrol, sank three junks by demolition 
in the vicinity of Pulo Penang and Pulo 
Langkawi between December 12 and 14.

11. The submarine SPITEFUL, on her fifth Far 
East patrol, sank a 200 ton coasters by gunfire 
on December 15 in 05.23 S., 117.20 E., south of 
the Macassar Straits. The SPITEFUL arrived at 
Fremantle on December 23 after 38 days at sea.

/SBALIMAR ..



MOST SECRET

War D ia ry .

SHALIMAR, 
R. o f  P .

STOIC,R. o f  P .

ZWARDFISCH,dam age.

P h i l i p p i n e s .

A m boina.

614
SITUATION REPORT

2 6 .1 2 .1 9 4 4 .T u esd ay .

E a s t  I n d ie s  -  C o n td .
1 2 . The su b m arin e  SHALIMAR, on h e r  seco n d  P a r  E a s t  p a t r o l ,  san k  se v e n  ju n k s  snd tw o l i g h t e r s  b e tw ee n  Decem ber 4  and  15 i n  th e  M alacca S t r a i t .  On December 6 i n  an  a t t a c k  on a convoy o f f  Tam iang P o i n t ,  e i g h t  gun  h i t s  w ere s c o re d  on a 500 to n  c o a s t e r  b e f o r e  th e  su b m arin e  was fo rc e d  down by a i r c r a f t ;  and in  a n o th e r  a t t a c k  on a convoy on D ecem ber 1 4 , one to rp e d o  h i t  was o b se rv e d  on a 500 to n  c o a s t e r .

13 . The su b m arine  STOIC, on h e r  s i x t h  P a r E a s t  p a t r o l ,  f i r e d  4 to rp e d o e s  on Decem ber 16 a t  a 3000 to n  m erch an t s h ip  e s c o r te d  by  one su b m arin e  c h a s e r  in  0 5 .4 5  S . ,  1 0 4 .4 3  E . , i n  th e  Sunda S t r a i t .  The s h ip  was c o n s id e r e d  su n k .

14 . The D u tc h  su b m arin e  ZWARDPISCH, on h e r  
t h i r d  P a r  E a s t  p a t r o l ,  was dam aged in  a d e p th  c h a rg e  a t t a c k  on th e  n ig h t  o f  December 5 /6  w h i l s t  n o rth b o u n d  i n  th e  Lombok S t r a i t s ,  and had t o  r e t u r n  t o  P re m a n t le .

A u s t r a l i a  and New Z e a la n d
1 5 (a )  R e p o r te d  t h a t  M otor v e s s e l  SOMMELSDIJK h i t  by a i r c r a f t  to d a y  o f f  Sam ar. F o r ty  c a s u a l t i e s .(b )  An enemy f o r c e  in c lu d in g  one b a t t l e s h i p ,  one heavy c r u i s e r ,  and s i x  l i g h t  c r u i s e r s  o r  d e s t r o y e r s  c a r r i e d  o u t a bom bardm ent on w est c o a s t  o f  M indoro c o v e r in g  a p o s s ib l e  la n d in g .  Only m inor f o r c e s  however a p p e a r t o  have b e e n  in v o lv e d . M i l i t a r y  f o r c e s  r e p o r t i n g  no change in  s i t u a t i o n .  Enemy bom bardm ent d e s t ro y e d  one d is c h a rg e d  l i b e r t y  s h ip .  O nly l i g h t  damage and c a s u a l t i e s  on s h o re . P .T . B o a ts  made u n s u c c e s s f u l  a t t a c k s ,  b u t  a i r c r a f t  c la im  to  have s e t  t h r e e  m erc h an t s h ip s  on f i r e ,  su n k  two d e s t r o y e r s ,  damaged b a t t l e s h i p .

1 6 . One U .S . L ib e r a to r  and  e ig h t  U .S . M i tc h e l l s  a t t a c k e d  and sa n k  two s m a ll  so u th b o u n d  c o a s t e r s  a b o u t 130 m ile s  s o u th  o f  A m boina.
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MARAUDER, 
rescue tug.

Movements.
Request your estimate of when MARAUDER will be 
released from operation "Pluto". This tug is 
urgently required for the Eastern Mediterranean. 
(D.O.D. 260025A to A.N.C.X.P. )

MAURITIUScruiser. Intend that MAURITIUS visit the Clyde for bombard
ment training of Naval Assault Squadrons from 
Monday 8th January to Friday 12th inclusive, 
arriving at Greenock about Friday 5th.

. (C. in C. H.F. 261049A to F.O.C.T.)

O.S. 10, DIADEM to 
BIRMINGHAM cruiser.

It is intended that the flag of C.S. 10 shall 
be transferred from DIADEM to D.387 about 1st 
February.
(C. in C. H.F. 261219A to BIRMINGHAM.)

/
ACTIVE,
MILNE,MATCHLESS,destroyers.

On completion of calibration at Falmouth (C* in 
C« Portsmouth 261048 refers) request you will sail 
ACTIVE so as to R/V with MILNE and MATCHLESS for 
onward passage to Gibraltar.(2) A.M. 241931 refers and is being passed to 
C. in C. Portsmouth and F.O.I.C. Falmouth.
(D.O.D.(H) 261952A to C. in C. Plymouth.)

JASPERminesweeper. Your 261204A. E.T.A. 0200A/28, my P.C.S. 55° 04* N. 13° 58’ W. 066° 15 knots based on fix. 
W/R 5380 2772.(JASPER 26200QA to C. in C. W.A.)

NESS,frigate.
NESS 201000 not to C. in C. Portsmouth.It is not intended that NESS should be docked or 
refitted in U.K. Ship will be docked in Med. 
during passage to East Indies A.M. 241720 and 
292035 November, neither to all refer.

(2) NESS is expected to leave U.K. about mid-January C. in C* 
Med. is requested to report docking port.(3) Supply of stores required for As. and As. referred to is 
under consideration.(D.O.D. 262308A to Cs. in C. Portsmouth, Med.)

Patrols.

Operations.
North Sea*
Patrols tonight Tuesday.(1) CROOME, 2 VERSATILE, 3 COTSWOLD, 4 LA COMBATTANTE, 5 GUILLEMOT, 6A SHEARWATER.

/ ( 2) » «•
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Operations.
North Sea.

Patrols. (2) 15 TORRINGTON with coastal force from BEEHIVE
(Contd.) 16 CURZON with coastal force from Ostend, 18

EGLINTON, 19 RIOU and HAMBLEDON.
(3) Escort fo r  T.A.M. 30 VIVACIOUS, BLEASDALE.
(4) Coastal force patrol one: 2 M.T.Bs. Z.19, 2 2

M.T.Bs. 17 3, 2 M.T.Bs. 15, 4 2 M.T.Bs. 13, 5, 2 M.T.Bs. 11, 6, 2
M.T.Bs. 9, 7, 2 M.T.Bs. 7, 8, 2 M.T.B. 5, 9, 2 M.T.B. 3, 10, 2
M.T.B. patrol (714) 11, 4 M.T.B. patrol 15, 12, 4 M.T.B. patrol 16
13, 4 M.T.B. F.J. W.S. 39, 21, 14 2 M.T.B. F.J. W.S. 21, 00, 15, 4
M.T.B. P.J. W.S. 24, 15, 16, 6 M.T.B. P.J. W.S. 39, 21.
(C* in C. Nore 261009A to No re Command.)

Unit 6 M.T.B. carrying out patrol on line 305° 4 miles 
either side o f A position  051° 40' N. 002° 55* E. Unit to he on 
patrol at 1830A. Unit not to go north o f 051° 48* N.
(2) C ollective ca llsign  PA4 unit ca llsigns PA5, PA6.
(3) Communication constant watch on 2333 k /cs and one boat guard 
on 130 k /cs . S.P. 2489 (3) spare group 15. S.P. 02457 (63) 
page 43.

(C. in C. Nore 261057A to BEEHIVE. )

Midget submarine reported at N.P. 15 at 0946.
Being engaged by M.S.
(N.O.I.C. Ostend 261012 to C. in C. Nore.)
My 261012, one midget submarine captured by 
H.D.M.L. and one rammed by M.S.
(N.O.I.C. Ostend 261027 to C. in C. Nore.)

My 261027 captured midget submarine sunk.
(2) N.L.O. 84 Group reports Typhoon type sunk 1 submarine and 
probably 1 other 2 miles We3t Flushing attack continuing.
(N.O.I.C. Ostend 261200A to C. in C. Nore.)

Capture o f midget submarines is o f utmost importance. I f  
towed astern midget submarine w ill capsize. They should be 
secured alongside.

(N.O.I.C. Ostend 261230A to Breskens C.P.)
Your 251011 para. 2. Agree that additional forces are 

required in order to maintain condinuous patrols when weather is  
suitable fo r  enemy small cra ft and that 66th and 55 F lo tilla s  
would be excellent fo r  this duty.
(2) I f  possible should like 66th F lo t illa  now in Portsmouth Command 
sent to Ostend forthwith to be operated by C.P.M.U. 1 i f  extra 
berthing required can be arranged.
(3) 55th F lo tilla  now arming sim ilarly to 66th A.M. 101809 Nov.

Midget
U-Boat
a ctiv ity .

refers.
(4) Have already sent 4 M.Ls. with 100 lb.depth charges from 
Harwich to Ostend.

(C. in C. Nore 261325A to A.N.C.X.P.)
My 252114 and Admiralty message 261302. Request Maassluis 

may also be included with p r iority . It has been established 
that midget U-Boats are assembling there in large numbers. 
Comment by D.N.I. It is stated (B.2) by prisoners that the 30 
boats of the 261st F lo t illa  which operated in two groups between
23rd and 24th December, were stored ^ ° ^ u^ ej5§&n#oid, about 2

n o t m a  is also

in  Holland.

/ ( 2) . « •
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Midget U-Boat 
activity. 
(Contd.)

Operations.
North Sea.
(2) This information will be promulgated to naval 
and air authorities concerned together with further| 
information now being obtained from prisoners.
(C* in C* Nore 261945A to Admty.)

DAKINSmined. 25* 02(DAKINS damaged by mine in position 51°
44.5*E« at 2110/25th December.
Ship proceeded to Harwich on one engine and will enter harbour when fog clears.
(C. in C. Nore 261058 to Admty.)

Situation Cositintrep No. 266 part 4.
report. Discharge by sea 24 hour period ending 251600A

December.
British Personnel Vehicles Stores* Bulk PolAntwerp 23 867 4,887 6,080Ostend 410 214 4,601 5,657Boulogne 101 82 — -
Dieppe 27 - 879 —

Caen — — 411 —

Calais 3,237 324 . . —

Ghent - — 400 -

Total 3,798 1,487 11,178 11,737
U.S. North.Antwerp - — 11,824 —

Che rbourg 5,194 806 4,045 —

Le Havre 6,430 671 6,880 3,264Rouen 565 325 1,763 1,477Granville — — 2,567 —

Total
*

12,189 1,802 27,079 4,741
U.S. South.
Marseilles - 175 16,012 —

Port de Bouc — — 683 13,644Toulon — — — —

Total - 175 16,695 13,644
(S.H.A.E.P.

E-Boat

261400A to Admty.)

C» in C. Nore 252114. Concur. Request priorityactivities. may be given to these 
(A.C.N.S. (H) 261302A

i

targets.
to Air Ministry.)

/Beveland. • •
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Operations.
North Sea - Contd.

Beveland Danger of damage to Lock Gate ?prevents pulsing in
Canal. middle and west Lock at Hansweert and Wemelainge.

Request these areas be searched by P Party.
A mine was detonated today by PP Unit 40 yards 
outside the entrance to middle Lock Hansweert. 
Admiralty pass to P.O.N.P. 1731.
(R.N.O. Beveland 262216A to N.O.I.C. N.P. 1732.)

Operations. 
Channel.

Probable My 2208 asdic contact not obtained. Submarine
U-Boat held by H.E. until 0001/26 and then lost* Consider
(Schnorkel (---?) bottomed* am sweeping either side datum
sighted), position 49° 53.5' N. 01° 47.5' V/. BENTLEY and
and torpedoing CAPEL in company. GORE, GARLIES carrying out 
of AFFLECK and north-south patrol 02* to the west of me.
CAPEL during (AFFLECK 260045 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
hunt. My 0045. 3 attacks carried out on weak echo (of?)

submarines wake and initial sighting close under 
water was given nearest depth charge thrower.
Many scaring charges dropped. No radar contact 
ever obtained.

17th E.G. arrived and is joining 1st E.G. who is sweeping 1 mile 
apart 4 miles north and south from datum position.
(AFFLECK 260130A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

Further to my 2 52208 , 260045 and 260130. FEATHER only 
sighted by officer of watch who is very reliable. Signalman 
and lookout claim sight Schnorkel*s Mushroom 30 and 213. Consider 
fairly possible and likely in bright moonlight and calm sea. 
Hydrophone effect through asdic sweep was first U-Boat indication. 
While still at periscope depth asdic obtained and held contact 
but when course was altered toward it was finally lost. Thereafte 
enemy was held by loud and fast hydrophone effect as he weaved 
eastwards and lost at 0001/26th when it is considered he bottomed 
possibly out of asdic range. Am continuing sweep on this assump
tion.

(S.O.E.G. 1 260400A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
My 260400* Following area combed between 49° 57.5' N. and 

49° 49.5* N. and 01° 30' V/. and 01° 52* V/. no results. Request 
instructions. C. in C» Plymouth^ 241308 refers.

(S.O.E.G. 1 260833A to C. in C* Portsmouth.)
Further to my 260833 repetition of last night *s hydrophone 

effect similar to that of U-Boat type audible at present in several, 
positions. New definitely caused by tide rips across irregula
rities on sea bed. Study of tide conditions at relevant times 
suggests possibility that previous hydrophone effect was non 
submarine as steps in sea bed in reported positions were 
established. Cross examination sighting personnel inconclusive 
as sea bed now is well covered with wreckage, some with peris- 
copic appearance ex 83. LEOPOLDVILLE.

/These.••
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Probable 
U-Boat 
(Schnorkel 
sighted),

Portsmouth.) 
52’ 01° 56' W. 49*

(11

Operations.
Channel.
These points together with extraordinary behaviour 
of supposed enemy and lack of any German offensive 
action or of subsequent asdic contact during 
sweeps give cause to doubt presence of U-Boat last 

and torpedoing night.
of AFFLECK and (S.O.E.G. 1 261030A to C. in C.
CAPEL during 1st E.G. search area limits 01° 
hunt. 54' and shore.
(Contd.) (2) Do not pass west of 01° 56'.

(3) 17th E.G. search area limits 01° 30' 01° 15*
V/. 49° 50' and shore.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 261156A to S.O.E.Gs. 1, 17.) 

CAPEL torpedoed in position 49° 50' N. 01° 41* V/. am carrying 
out observant.
(AFFLECK (S.O.E.G. 1) 261237 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)

AFFLECK and one other ship torpedoed.
(ASCENSION (17th E.G.) 261252 to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
My 261156 on completion search area limits given.
1st E.G. H Channel 001° 551 W. 050° 00’ and coast.
17th E.G. H Channel 001° 25* W. 050° 00’ and coast.
(C. in C* Portsmouth 261253A to S.O.E.G. 1, 17.)
CAPEL was hit forward AFFLECK hit aft suspect torpedoes. 

American minesweepers picking up survivors now CRANSTON and 
M00RS0N attacking good contact BANGOR searching in vicinity 49°
49' N. 01° 46* W.

(ASCENSION 261329A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
AFFLECK proceeding slowly on one screw to Cherbourg Lieut. 

Lloyd in command. E.G. 1 has transferred to GARLIES. CAPEL has 
sunk. Casualties in both ships will be indicated when known. 
S.O.E.G. 17 organising operation "Scabbard".

(S.O.E.G. 1 261340A to C* in C* Portsmouth.)
2 ships torpedoed near H.9 buoy.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 261347A to Portsmouth command.)
17th E.G. attacking several contacts in area. First E.G. 

sweeping 8 miles north south from Channel to 01° 15* Y/.
(S.O.E.G. 1 261417A to C. in C« Portsmouth.)
CAPEL*s wreck aground in position 49° 48.5* N. 01° 44.5* Y/» 

Stern showing slightly above water and dangerous to navigation. 
(AFFLECK 261440A to N.O.I.C., Cherbourg.)
Many bottomed contact attacks by E.G. 17 and American 3mall 

craft during operation "Scabbard" some of them produced small 
amount of oil but no other evidence* Am continuing square search 
around area with E.G. 17» BRILLIANT and VANOC. Have sunk half 
submerged wreck of CAPEL with depth charges in position 49° 45.65* 
N.? 01* 45.5* V/.

(ASCENSION 261602a to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
My 261602* Further report from M00R30M and CRAN3T0UN 

suggest strongly that contact originally detected by H.E. and 
attacked 3 times by them was U-Boat which fired torpedoes. Oil 
produced by hedgehog attack.
(2) BRILLIANT and VANOC detached for escort duty.
(3; Continuing hunt in area within 6 miles of 49° 48*30’ N. 01° 
45.30* W* until further orders.

(S.O.E.G. 17 261855A to C. in C. Portsmouth.)
Unless in contact leave patrol 0830. (2) Enter Cherbourg

and embark 3.0. E.G. 1. (3) S.O.E.G. 1 is to make arrangements
for Care and Maintenance Party for AFFLECK remainder of crew

/being*.•
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Operations
Channel

Probable 
U-Boat 
(Schnorkel 
sighting), 
and torpedoing 
of AFFLECK 
and CAPEL 
during hunt. 
(Contd.)

being embarked in 1st E.G. for passage to Belfast. 
(4) When ready 1st E.G. is to sail for Belfast 
by standard route calling at Portland for oil if 
necessary.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 261918A to 3.0. E.G.l)
Regret loss whilst on patrol of CAPEL believed to 
have been torpedoed at 1237 and who finally sank 
1602 on 26th December in position 49 degs. 45' 30” 
N. 01 degs. 45' 30” W. About 60 per cent of 
ships company saved and taken to Cherbourg.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 262153A to Admty.)

Patrols. 10th E.G. pass the gate at 1800A/26 and proceed
to relieve 19th E.G. on 2o miles Gamma of centre 
49.52 N. 02.41 W. direction 346 degs./166 degs.
(2) On relief by 10th E.G.19th E.G. is to carry out 

zigzag search towards Wolf Rock further orders will follow.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 261018A to S.O.E.G's 10,19. )

Amend my 260909 search area limit given H channel 5 miles 
W.between 050 degs. 00’ 050 degs. 10’.

(C. in Q. Portsmouth, 261252A to Portsmouth a /S Patrol Force) 
H.X.A.32i6 Lizard Eastbound 140OA/27th.

C.U; 51 Lizard Eastbound 1000A/27th.
(2) Trail H.X.A. as follows, P.A, Lizard to start all P.
Start to Portland P.B., Portland to Z Buoy.
(3) P.A. Patrol start to Portland until B returns then both resume 
original Patrol.
(4) P.B. shift to 2980 K/cs when East of Portland and act under 
orders of C. in C. Portsmouth.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 261818A to E.G.21)
My 261018A sailed.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 261826A to Adraty.)
Air patrol. My 281728 para.12 not to all addresses.

(a) Night 26th/27th patrol 32 5 miles each side 002 degs. 15*
W. by Warwicks. Day 27th patrol 5 and 6 between H channel and 
Kansas channel by Swordfish patrol 32 and patrol 4 South Portland 
Bill by Liberator.
(b) 838 Squadron LWW, 842 Squadron MPY.

(0. in 0. Portsmouth, 261830A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force) 
Patrols 26th/27th. Continue present patrols tonight and 

tomorrow 27th.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 261833A to E.G.30, M.T.B.F.747)
CONN has rejoined Patch A. RUPERT proceeding to join 

Patch B. REDMILL will be detached to arrive Plymouth Gate 
0930A/27th. Intend ships of Patch A to exchange patrol with 
ships of Patch B at 0700A/27th.

(S.0.E.G.21, 261855A to C. in C. Plymouth)
Further to my 261018. S.0.E.G.19 detail 2 ships to relieve

MONTREAL, RIBBLE patrolling between 49.50 N. 05.00 W. and 49.52 N. 
06.00 W. Remainder relieve BEACON HILL, JOHQUIERE, NEW GLASGOW 
patrolling between Trevose Head and Lunday Island.
(2) E.G.26 on relief proceed to Londonderry reporting E.T.A. 
direct.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 261903A to'S.O.E.G's 19,26)
Request 10th E.G. may be ordered R/V H 2 Buoy 1300/27th 

Dec. to relieve 30th Escort Group.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 261922A to C. in C. Plymouth)

/ (1) 10th E.G...
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Operations
Channel.
(1) 10th E.G. is to leave patrol and sweep towards 
H.2 buoy of Q.Z.S. 633 so as to arrive 130QA/27 
and relieve 30th E.G. as ordered by C. in C. 
Portsmouth.
(C. in 0. Plymouth, 26222SA to 3.0.E.G.10)

U-Boat attack is to be expected in Central Channel 
Area and all ships on passage with speed of 12 
knots or over are to Zig-Zag whilst in the Ports
mouth Command.
(2) Risk of passing over boundary ofswept channels 
is to be accepted.
(3) Commands pass to N.C.S.O's concerned.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 261759A to C ’s in C.
Plymouth and W.A., C.T.P.)

(1) E.G.19 searching possible U-Boat attacked by 
A/C 49.56 N. 02.39 W.
(2) On arrival of E.G.10, E.G.19 if not in 
contact is to hand over search to E.G.10 and 
proceed in accordance with my 261018A and 261903 
not to C.T.P.125.
(3) S.O. E.G.10 and S.O. E.G#19 acknowledge.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 262347A to S.O.E.G’s 10, 19)
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Escort arid 
Patrols.

Operations 
Western Approaches
C.U.51. Escorts for Irish Sea Section.
Two escorts continue with Bristol Channel Section 
to Scarweather L/V thence Swansea to fuel thence 
Cardiff to lay over.
One escort continue with STANVAC/ CALCUTTA to 

Clyde L/V thence to Liverpool on completion. Remaining two 
escorts including C.T.G.21.8 remain with convoy to Liverpool.
(2) All the Irish Sea in area bounded in the south by a line 
from St. David’s Head to Tuskar Rock and in the North by 55 degs, 
N. is a submarine sanctuary.
(C. in C. W.A. 261031Z to Escorts of C.U.51)

Loch Ewe section of 0.N.S.39 (6 ships) sails Loch Ewe at 
1045A/28. Local escort KINGSTON PERIDOT.

(C. in C. W.A. 261208A to S.0.E.G.31)
(1) I‘ ............. ..If not in contact, shift patrol to area bounded by 

parallels of 52 degs. N. and 53 degs. N. and meridians of 10 degs, 
50' W. and 12 degs. 01' W.
(2) Report E.T.A. of crossing 52 degs. N.

(C. in C. W.A. 261216A to S.O.E.G.2)
Your 261216A. E.T.A. 053 degs. N. 0900/27th. Average.

Unsuitable. Weather Report 4582 1655.
(S.O.E.G.261429A to C. in C. W.A.)
C.U.51. Your 261042Z. In view of-U-Boat situation in 

English Channel detail one additional Escort to join English 
Channel Section.
My 261031Z para.l last sentence amend to read C.T.G.21.8 remain 
with convoy to Liverpool.

(C. in C. W.A. 261431Z to Escorts of C.U.51)

Possible
U-Boat.

Intend continuing search in 30 miles square for 
balance of to-day and throughtout the night. If 
no result resuming patrol daylight tomorrow. 
Unable to establish communication with K.W./C.W. 
19. Suitable. Weather 9080 2633.
(S.O.E.G.6, 261429A to C. in C. W.A.)

Supplementary A.M. 091122. Unless desired by you it is not 
A/S & M/S intended that the A/S Trawlers allocated to your
Trawlers Commands should re-commission on arrival in the
from Med. U.K.(2) Foreign service leave in accordance with para, 

3 of A.F.O. 5998/44 should however be given at 
first convenient opportunity.

(3) MAN-O-WAR and KING SOL should retain Ocean Escort complements 
Remaining Trawlers should be reduced to Coastal Escort comple
ments, redundant ratings after leave to be returned to EUROPA.
(4) A.M. ,091122 has been passed to EUROPA.
(D. of M. 261532A to C. in C. W.A., 0. in C. Plymouth, A.C.O.S)

Weather
reporting
ships.

Intend to sail NORTHERN GIFT l200A/29th December 
to comply with C. in C. W.A’s 241117 S. of A.
10 knots, E.T.A. 56 degs N. 17 degs 30 W. 
2000A/31st December.(F.O.I.C.Liverpool, 261850A to C* in C. W.A.)

/se cond .••
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Second
possible
U-Boat.

Operations
Western Approaches - Contd.
By D/F on 8460 k/es at 1617Z U-Boat within 60 
miles of 52.30 N. 20.30 W. Possibly proceeding 
southwestward.
(D.D.I.C. 261902A to CAMELLIA)

Operations
Norway

Patrol. S/M position at 0800/27th December and movements
for following 24 hours times zone A*
(A) VENTURES 60 degs. 21' N. 03 degs. 27’ E. 
routed through 60 degs. 35’ N. 03 degs. 20* E.

61 degs. 04' N. 01 degs. 01’ E. and 090 degs. Muckle Flugga 
15 miles to Lerwick diving by day 130 miles in 24 hours. 
(F.o.s/M, 261758A to Admty.)

Operation V.P.74. M.T.Bs 717 and 627 returned at 1945A
HV.P." to-day 26th December.

(2) At 0145A on 26th December East of Hovden, 
one merchant ship about 1800 tons hit with 2 
torpedoes and seen to sink. One escort vessel 

engaged with gunfire. Many six-pounder hits and a large 
explosion seen.
(3) Superficial damage but no casualties to M.T.Bs.
(N.O.I.C.Lerwick, 262001A to A.C.O.S.)

Operations 
Northern Waters

Patrol. Take DRURY and BAZELY under your orders and sail
from Scapa at 170QA to-day Tuesday.
(2) Carry out search as far south as 32 Buoy thenc 
sweep back so as to arrive at 36 Buoy at 0900A/27. 

Thence establish patrol in area between 58 degs. 24' N. and 58 
degs. 52’ N. and 02 degs. 18’ W. and 02 cegs. 38’ W»
(C. in C. Rosyth, 261010 to PA3LEY)

Probable
U-Boat
sighted.

•

Faeroese fishing smack THURID reported having 
sighting unidentified submarine in approx, 
position 61 degs. 40’ N. 05 degs. 50' W. at 1500A 
Monday, December 25th.
(N.O.I.C. Faeroes, 261224 to A.C.O.S.)

j.W. Convoys. Your 241650. The question of a reduction in J.W.
convoy cycle from March onwards is subject to the 
following considerations.
(1) Closing of cycle is dependent on the provision

/ of
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Operations
northern Waters

J.W. Convoys, of adequate surface and air escorts which is in

to Horne Fleet any increase in escorts which may be called for by 
shortening the convoy cycle must be at the expense of offensive 
operations on the Norwegian coast.
(3) I am anxious to break away from the regular five week cycle 
and will do all I can to reduce it but in view of the uncertainty 
of the future situation and Home Fleet resources I feel that we 
would be ill advised to commit ourselves to any particular cycle 
far in advance.
(C. in C. H.F. 261339A to Admty.)

J.W. 63 Have informed 0. in C. Northern Fleet of sense
Convoy. of C. in C. H.F. 200954 and been asked to pass

operation was carried out last year and accepts risk.
(2) A.M. 251325 arrived after above request had been made and has 
now been passed to him.
(S.B.N.O. North Russia, 261424Z to Admty.)

into minefield in sinking condition.
(b) 005 degs. N.F. 3 3.4 miles. Cut and sunk.
(c) and (d) 006 degs. N.F. 3 3.1. Both cut and sunk.
(e) 007 degs. N.F. 3 3.15 miles. Detonated (corrupt group) and 
parted sweep.
(4) Dan Buoys left in (a) and (b) and another 6 (?fathorns), 
Eastern limit of clearance.
(5) Intend sailing 0645 to continue clearance and conmence check 
?sweep if clearance is completed.
(S.0.M.S.F.18, 261841A to C. in C. Nore.)

to subtract 5 feet from height of tide for safe passage.
Buoys marking channel are shifted as continuous search indicates 
deeper water. Dredger HOFFMAN working in conjunction with 
French authorities in dredging in most critical point in channel. 
(C.T.F. 125, 261019A to O.C.O.T.Com. Z.)

(Contd.) turn dependent on the scale and method of enemy 
attack. By March new type U-Boats and possibly 
an increase in air attack may affect the problem. 
(2) Unless additional escorts are made available

request from C. in 0. Northern Fleet to Admiralty 
that at least some S/M Chasers should be sent 
with J.W.63. He pointed out that similar

Mining
Clearance 
of Q.Z.X. 
1475.

Am anchored Small Downs.
(2) To-day swept 3 laps and Q.Z.X. 1475 is now 
clear to a width of 2.75 miles from Western 
edge.

5 GR mines swept in following position:
344 degs. N.F. 3 3.1 miles. Cut and drifted

Port Facilities
Rouen Due to continous shifting of channel over bar 

in Seine Estuary, the draft of ships acceptable 
at Rouen has been materially reduced over past 
weeks. From latest soundings it is necessary

/Downs
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Port F a c i l i t i e s  -  Contd.

Downs. Nore’ s 241225 (not to Portsmouth).
Pour new constructiop. 90 f t  or 75 f t .  M.F.V’ s are 
to  be sa iled  to  Dover forthwith fo r  convoy 
serv ic in g .

They are a l located  to  Nore Specia l  Pool and lent to A.G. Dover 
temporarily.
Individual numbers o f  vesse ls  to  be reported.
On arr iva l  o f  these and o f  other vesse ls  a l located  Dover and not 
yet arrived, Dover is  to  state names o f  i n e f f i c i e n t  serv ic ing  
c ra ft  in d e t a i l .
(D.S.V.P. 261241A to C. in C. Portsmouth, V.A. Dover)

Antwerp. Kruisschans S lu is  was used fo r  the f i r s t  time to
pass out empty Liberty Ships on Friday December 
22nd.
(2) Dredging at the entrance to take f u l l y  laden 

ships at a l l  states o f  t id es  w i l l  complete in the middle o f  
January. At present such ships can be taken two hours e ither  
side o f  H.W.
(N .O .I .0 .Antwerp, 261544A to  Com. Belgium)

Casualties and Defects

3S. PORT Received 0437Z North Foreland Radio from PORT ST.
ST. PAUL. PAUL ashore inside North Shingles Buoy require

tugs immediately.
(North Foreland Radio, 260433Z to 0 . in C. Nore)

Shipping and Convoys

Calais-Dover D. of S.T. 212039. I t  is  considered that 
B.D.B.S. Calais-Dover serv ice  should carry despatches e tc .
Serv ices . now carried in Galais-Dover N.D.Q.S. releasing

M.L/M.T.B. se rv ice .
(2) Request: (A) Confirmation that security  
arrangements sim ilar t o  those asked fo r  on 

Newhaven-Dieppe serv ice  in my 161458 (being passed to S.H .A .E .F .j 
Dover and Calais) can be made.
(B) Intended times arr iva l and departure both shores be s ignalled  
so that connecting messenger serv ices  on Continent can be 
arranged.
(V) I f  interruptions to the leave serv ice  occur fo r  any reason 
i t  w i l l  be necessary to run N.D.B.S. by M.L/M.T.B. to f i l l  gaps. 
(3) Subject to  a ffirm ative  reply to  para. 2 (a ) being given 
propose present N.D.B.S. serv ice  should cease a fte r  tr ip s  on 
4th January, 1945.
(A.N.C.X.F. 261207 to  Admty)

Your 221712. Request serv ice  may be continued u n t il  
d a ily  M.W.T. personnel serv ice  has started . My 261110 (not 
to S.N.O.B.O.P.(F) or HORNET) r e fe r s .

(A.N.C.X.P. 261817A to C. in C. Portsmouth)

/Coasters  . . .
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Shipping and Convoys
Coasters arriving Pasture for Rouen will proceed 
in accordance Admiralty 232154 that is if pilots 
not available coasters will proceed to Villequier 
without pilot as soon as tides permit. Similarly 
coasters will not delay at Villequier for pilot 
on making passage from Rouen. Action A.D.E.E. 

take necessary steps to insure smooth operation of this new 
procedure.
(C.T.P.125, 261537A to C.T.G.125.15)

L*a*T s for Intend to sail at llOOA/27th December, U.S. L.S.T. 
U.S. 539, 537, 524, 536, 530 and 564 to New York and

U.S. L.S.T’s 540, 920, 543, 682,-535 and 982 to 
Norfolk, Virginia, escorted by C.T.G.27.5 in 
U.S.S. WAINWRIGHT and U.S.S. NELSON.

(2) Cable ship MARIE LOUISE IvtAOKAY will sail in company to Azores 
detaching as ordered by Admiralty or 3.B.N.O. Azores, to comply 
with A.M. 221730A not to all.
(3) Routed by Q.Z.S.601, 607 thence in accordance with A.M. 221601 
as amended by A.M. 241835 (neither to all addressees).54) 3. of A. 8 knots. Codeword''Brand'.'
6) Chop is at 1200A/3rd January.
7) U.S.S. v/AINV7RIGHT and U.S.S. NELSON will proceed separately 

to Horta for 50,000 gallons fuel oil respectively as ordered by 
G.T.G.27.5.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 261609A to C. in C. Lant.)

War Diary

Coasters
for
Rouen.
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North Atlantic
"Appian” ’’Appian". Request information regarding
Landing L.C.T.(4) 1144 and 1331 of flight "A".
Craft. A.M. 141843 para.2 refers.

(D.O.D. 261753A to F.O.G.M.A.)

Cables. Cable ship MARIE LOUISE MACKAY will leave Plymouth
in U.S. L.S.T. convoy on Dec. 27th to repair 
Cormeri^al Cable Company’s Weston-Azores Cable 
in approx. 43 degs. 35’ N. 22 degs. 30’ W.

(2) Request you will arrange for A/S trawler from Azores to R/V 
with convoy and escort MARIE LOUISE MACKAY while work is in pro
gress. Time and position of R/V will be signalled later.
(D.O.D.(H). 261940A to S.B.N.O. Azores)

South Atlantic
Your No.207 (N.T. in W.R.). Since my attention 
was drawn to the acute shortage of man-power by 
the First Lord of the Admiralty a year ago I 
have not ceased to seek every possible means to 
release personnel with the result that during this 
year White Naval personnel on this station have 

been reduced by some 150offieers and 1100 men. This is in 
addition to crews of vessels who have left the station altogether 
without replacement.
(2) To continue present policy of maintenance of present escort 
force until end of war with Germany I regret I can suggest no 
further cuts other than occasional piecemeal reductions, to 
effect which I am continuing to seek means.
(3) I feel convinced that in default of quick collapse of Ger
many the U-Boat menace will recur presently with increased vigour 
and intensity and that these waters will get their quota and 
probably a greater one than before.
(4) Reduction of escort force with air support as present scale 
would entail inability to keep shipping both moving and afloat 
with consequent curtailment of commodity and shipping movements 
or loss of shipping itself. I cannot therefore advocate re
duction.
(5) Your paras. 3 and 9. Naval European personnel now numbers 
about 7,000 and base staffs have already been cut to minimum 
required to maintain escort forces.
(6) I fully appreciate the present urgent man-power situation 
and deeply regret my inability to alleviate it. I will attend 
meeting at Accra on Friday 29th.
(F.O.W.O.A. 261525Z to Resmin, Info: Admty)

In absence of further instructions intend to substantiate 
at meeting at Accra on Friday 29th views expressed in my

Reduction
of
Personnel.

/261526 ...
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Reduction
ofPersonnel. (Oontd.)

South Atlantic
261526 to Resident Minister West Africa which 
refers to his number 349 to Colonial Office for 
First Lord of the Admiralty.
(F.O.C.W.A. 261828Z to Admty. ) Reply. 272029A.

In view of cessation of trade convoys South of 
Gibraltar F.O.C.W.Af. is requested to sail 2 groups 
of the 55th, 56th and 57th Escort Groups less 
Kils to Gibraltar. Instructions regarding their 
further employment will follow later.
(2) Ref. F.O.C.W.Af's 221147/12 not to all, 

distribution of escort forces to the various theatres must be 
adjusted continuously in accordance with the scale of attack. 
(D.O.D.(F), Approved V.C.N.S. 262300A to F.O.C.W.Af., F.O.G.M.A)

Escort
GroupsWithdrawn.
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Mediterranean. 1
Volos. H.M.S. LAMERTON, TAKLIWA left Volos 0800/26th 1 

December with 16 5 0 Italians. 2850 remain of whichl 
1000 (?work) outside town. E.L.A.S. instructed 1 
to expect next ship about 2nd January. 1 
(MUSKETEER, 260935B to F.O.T. A.L. I. )

Cables Malta A  No. 1 My 1911*27 refers. PACIFIC now 
awaits weather opportunity for repair ”B ”.
(V.A. Malta, 261101A to Admty. etc).

1 11

C.O.N.A.S. Intend transferring to R.N.A.S. Takali, Malta, 
first week January. Request this may be 
promulgated.
(C.O.N.A.S. Med., 261133A to Admty).

South
Aegean
Summary.

000689* Up to 0900 hours 26th December.
1. Shipping. No photographic R/C 25 December 
(?due) to weather. Ground source reports. Kos. 
100 Germans completed assault training with 
intention landing Niseros before further operations 
(C. in C. M.E. , 261 200B).

*

NEWFOUNDLAND NEWFOUNDLAND may be used for purpose in A.M. 
21+181*1. Request you will put her in picture 
before sailing her for Beirout.
(C. in C. Med., 261226a  to F.O.L.E.M.)

) »
RIMUTAKA, Request - (a) You arrange transit night 28th/29th 
(Duke of for RIMUTAKA, EURYALUS, URCHIN and ULSTER after 
Gloucester). fuelling and embarking provisions at Port Said* 

Ships to arrive Suez 1200B/29th.
(b) You sail ships from Suez at 1300B/29th to 

Aden to arrive 1220B 2nd January.
V.A.M. 251210 not to all (Hush, N.T. inW.D.) refers.
(F.O.L.E.M. , 26121^43 to S. N. 0. R. S. C. A. )

Proposed Your 22+1628 not to Comnavforfrance. D.Es. and 
Operation. D.Ds. are at present at Cherbourg giving leave 

which will finish about 6th Jan.
2. On completion of leave it is desired to carry 

out bombardment practice with French heavy ships which will 
necessitate D.Es. and D.Ds. for escort duties. This matter now 
under consideration.
3. Although date of operation is indefinite it may still take 
place early February and in view of uncertainty of situation and 
remarks in paras. 1 and 2 above it is desired to retain D.Es. 
and D.Ds. for the present.
(A.N.C.X.F. , 261258Z to C. in C. Med).

Proposed
Operation.

Please cancel para. 2 of my 21+1628.
(C. in C. Med., 261321A to A.N.C.X.F. Main). ’

\ /French...
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French
Cruisers.

Mediterranean. - Contd.
GEORGES LEYGUES and MO ITT CALM cannot be spared to 
transport currency in present circumstances. 
Cominch 251517 refers.
(C. in C. Med., 261602A to Admty).

Landing Intend to sail at 281900 U.S. L.S.Ts., 1011, 988,
Craft, etc., 989, 1010 (S.O.), 548, 550, 655, 656, 659, 665, 
for U.S.A. 691, 47, 230, 690, 1012, 1019. U.S. L.C.I.(L)

517, 513, 514, 515, 516, 522, 521, 523, 524, 525,
526, 552, 527, 528, 529, 551, ¥>0, U09, 410, 554,
555, 557, 948, 945, 563, 946, 42, 43, 19, 190,

192, 195, 234, 196, 46, 2, 17, 4(3?), 220, 233, U.S.Y.M.S.s. 119, 
200, 248, 251, 303, 355, LX ATA 125, U.S.S. PLUNKETT, HOLLIS, 
RUNNELS, SWAY, SWIFT, SYMBOL, THRBAT, PLANTER to U.S.A.
2. S. of A. 9 knots.
3* Routed in Mediterranean (DL) 109, (DM) 93>(DN) 70, (DO) 16, 
thence Northern half of Straits of Gibraltar to (DP) 35° 59’ N. 
06° 10' W. thence standard reverse U. G. S. route lettered (DQ) 
to (DX) thence to destinations as directed by Com. 10th Fleet 
C. and R.
4. Reverse U.G.S. stragglers route lettered (L) to (S) furnished 
to ships named in text.
5* E.T.A. position (0.6) 292000. 20° W. 020900 Jan. Chop 030700
Jan. position (DX) 132200 Jan.
6. Codeword "Dickinsod" 508.
7. All times Z.
8. All ships report to Cinclant for duty upon departure 
Mediterranean.
9. Special Mediterranean publications not held.
10. S.O. is Commander Higgins in L.S.T.1010.
11. Guards N.S.S.F. throughout voyage. Gibraltar broadcast on 
passing 20° W.
(Comnob Oran, 261650 to Admty. etc).

Situation 1. Naples. F.F. Ships LE MALIN and LE TERRIBLE
report No.517* were in collision west of Ventotene and are being 

towed to Naples. Former is destroyed from bows 
to foremost turret and latter has water entering 
engine and boiler rooms from aft.

2. Adriatic. DELHI at Split where situation is still strained 
gave successful party to 750 children on Christmas Eve. At 
Sibenik relationship with partisans are friendly on the surface 
but there is an undercurrent of anti-British suspicion.
3. Greece. No report from Piraeus. Situation at Kavalla is 
quiet. At Salonika salvage operations on SS. CHISWICK continue 
without delay. H.M.S.s. have commenced evacuating (?civilians) 
from Preveza (?to) Corfu.
(C. in C. Med., 261716a ).

Minesweepers FANCY is expected to leave U. K. mid January to
join 19th M.S.F.
(2) On relief as above, it is proposed that 
ANTARES shall be re-allocated to 5th M.S.F.

(3) It is important that FANCY and BRAVE shall operate in same 
flotilla.
(D.M.S. 261808A to C. in C. Med).

/EMILE,
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EMILE BERTIN
M e d ite r ra n e a n  -  C o n td .
A pproved y o u r 250851 (N .T . i n  W.D. ) S a i l  EMILE BERTIN by r e v e r s e  o f  r o u te  i n  Comar T ou lon?  191205* 251001 i s  amended a c c o r d in g ly .( F .0 . L.E..M. , 261849B t o  N .O .I .C . B e i r u t ) .

INVER R eq u es t you w i l l  s a i l  INVER on  c o m p le tio n  o f  r e f i t  t o  G i b r a l t a r  f o r  onward r o u t e in g  to  U.K. A.M. 2I4I6I4I Nov. n o t to  a l l  r e f e r s .(C . i n  C. M ed ., 261947A to  F .O .T .A .L . I . )
ODZANI R eq u es t you w i l l  s a i l  ODZANI on c o m p le tio n  o f  r e f i t  to  U. K.(C . i n  C. M ed ., 261949A t o  F .O .G .M .A .)

S h ip p in g  f o r  B lack  S ea .
P a r a .  6 o f  Admty. 241500. C o n s id e r  t h a t  i f  l i g h t s h i p  i s  n o t a v a i l a b l e  s a f e s t  r o u te  s u b j e c t  to  a b se n c e  o f  m in e f i e ld s  would be f o r  s h ip s  t o  make th e  w est c o a s t  o f  C rim ea o f f  Cape T a rk h an  b e f o r e  s t e e r i n g  f o r  th e  ap p ro a c h  p o i n t .  (F .O .L .E .M . , 2619 52 to  C. i n  C. M ed).C oncur (C. i n  C. M ed ., 2 7 1 2 0 4 ).

A egean S i t r e p  No. 
17 .

1 . Land and S ea  O ps. M ity le n e . Ldg Bn. Agwar 
I n f .  d e la y e d  by w e a th e r ,  t h i s  a l lo w in g  o p p o s i t io n  to  be o r g .  by  E .L .A . S. E v id e n t  no Ldg. th e n  p o s s i b l e  w i th o u t  b lo o d s h e d . P r o j e c t  abandoned u n le s s  l a t e r  p o s s i b l e  w ith o u t  r i s k i n g  c l a s h .
S im i. Ldg. F o rc e  281 commenced dawn 25 D ec. U n lo ad in g  p ro c e e d in g .(C . i n  C. M.E. , 262020 to  W .O.)

C o s i t i n t r e p  
N o .535 P a r t  4 .

G re e c e . L o c a t io n  and p r e s e n t  p o s i t i o n  o f  o u r F o rc e s  i n  A then s and P i r a e u s  i s  now as f o l l o w s : -  A. 139 Bde. and 5 I n d ia n  Bde. have c le a r e d  and a r e  h o ld in g  th e  m ain  dock  a r e a  o f  P i r a e u s  in c lu d -in g  th e  r a i lw a y  s t a t i o n .B. 4  B r i t i s h  D iv is io n  i s  h o ld in g  P a l i r o n ,  i s  a s t r i d e  th e  F a l i ro n - A th e n s  R oad , and th e  C o a s t Road to  K alam aki A i r f i e l d .C. 23 Armd. Bde. and 2 P a r a .  Bde. a r e  h o ld in g  th e  c e n t r e  o f  A then s w ith  3 G reek M o u n ta in  Bde. i n  th e  E a s te r n  su b u rb s . E .L .A .S . o p p o s i t io n  to  f u r t h e r  c le a r a n c e  o p e r a t io n s  i s  s t i l l  c o n s id e r a b le  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  P i r a e u s .
(A .F .H .Q . , No T .O .O ./2 6 ) .
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East Indies

M.E.I.R.I. F.O.N.I.C. (560) pass to N.C.S.O*s. 
amendment. M.E.I.R.I. temporary amendment number 44.

Section XII para. D*
"Shipping through Bass Strait".
(l) Eastbound to Port Phillip is to be routed 

through following positions: (U) 039 degs. 06* 3. 143 degs.
(V) 039 degs. 08* 143 degs. 30'. (Y) 038 degs. 41* 144 degs. 
(?W) 038 degs. 30' 144 degs. 33'. thence to 197 degs. 2 miles 
from Point Lonsdale.
(2) Eastbound through Bass Strait to be routed to pass through 
positions (U) and (V) above thence close to starboard of line 
joining position.
(B) 039 degs. 12* S. 146 degs. 19* E. (C) 038 degs. 57*
147 degs. 11*.
(3) M.E.I.R.I. temporary amendment number 43 (F.0.N.I.C.557) is 
cancelled.
(C. in C. E.I. 260601Z)

00' E 
29*.

SHALIMAR S/M SHALIMAR second Far East Patrol 4th Dec. off
R. of P. Pulo Langkawi by gunfire sank 20 ton junk.

5th Dec. off Pulo Penang by gunfire sank 3 junks 
totalling 100 tons.
6th Dec. off Tamiang Point attacked with four 

torpedoes convoy 5 Coasters, 3 landing craft and 1 M.T.B* in tow 
Two torpedoes seen run under. No explosions no counter-attack 
In subsequent gun action eight hits were obtained on one 500 
ton Coaster before forces dive by A/C.
10th Dec* off Selangore by gunfire sank 100 ton junk. Next day 
sank 120 ton junk by gunfire off Dingdings Mouth Channel.
14th Dec. fired four torpedoes at convoy 4 Coasters escorted by 

one M.N. and one A/C* One hit on 500 ton Coaster observed. 
Counter attack depth charges and 38 bombs no damage.
15th Dec. off Tamiang Point by gunfire sank 40 ton junk and two 
150 ton Lighters. Four prisoners taken.
(C. in C.E.I* 261132Z to Admty.)

ZWAARDFISCH D.S. ZWAARDFISCH 3rd Far East Patrol. Whilst 
damage. Northbound in Lombok Straits night 5/6th Dec.

received depth charge damage to periscope and bow 
tube gear necessitating return to Fremantle.
Other damage several rivets and seams of pressure 

hull in several compartments leaking electric fittings and hull 
fitting shaken loose and t o m  from hull.
(C« in C. E.I. 261141Z to Admty.)

SPITEFUL S/M SPITEFUL 5th Far East Patrol 15th Dec. in
R. of P. 005 degs. 23* S. 117 deg3. 20* E. sank by gunfire

200 ton Coaster. Same day missed with six 
torpedoes 1500 ton merchant vessel escorted by 
small A/S craft.

(2) SPITEFUL arrived Fremantle 23rd Dec. after 38 days at sea. 
(C. in C. E.I. 261212Z to Admty.)

/STOIC
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STOIC 
R. of P.

East Indies - Contd.
STOIC 6th Far East Patrol 16th December in position 005 degs. 45’ S. 104 degs. 43’ E. fired 4 torpedoes 
at 3000 ton merchant ship escorted by one S/M- 
chaser. One correctly timed hit, all H.E. stopped Breaking up noises li hours later. Considered 
sunk. Ineffective counter attack 16 charges.
(C. in C. E.I. 261215 to Admty.)

SUBTLE R. of P.
S/M SUBTLE 2nd Far East Patrol.Period 12th to 14th Dec. in vicinity of Pulo 
Penang and pulo Langkawi sank three (?junks) totalling 34 tons by demolition.
(C. in C. E.I. 261231 to Admty.)

"Q" Report. Unread.? 819 east suspicious warship not answering 
challenge 1437Z from FORT NOTTINGHAM.
(JALAMANI, 261448Z to Colombo W/T)

CAPELAMBERT,
U-Boat..

8SSS. 81.50 E. 05.48 N. S/M sighted on port bow. 
(CAPE LAMBERT, 262020K)My (?message) 262040Z S/M surfaced 2000 yards to port (corrupt group) 10 minutes then dropped out 
of sight or (corrupt group). Present position 
our ship 005 degs. 57' N. 080 degs. E. speed 
18 knots.
(CAPE LAMBERT, 262330Z to Admiral Colombo)
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America and West Indies
PASTEUR, Suspicious radar contact lost at 0Q19Z/26th
U/B. Dec, in 40.56 N., 47.41 W. My position at

0100Z 40.41 N., 47.44 W., course 086, speed 
20.5 knots.
(PASTEUR, 260257Z to 0. in C. C.N.A., G. in G. 
W.A., Info. Adraty.)

S/M attack (A) (l) H.M.C. Ships FENNEL and TRANSCONA each
and sighting one torpedo explosion astern at 1350 and 1351
surnnary. respectively 24 vicinity 44.25 N., 63.25 W.

Two A/C E/11 attacks periscope course 275° at 
1412/25th in 43.29 N., 62.39 W. All times Z. 
Reported oil and wreckage.

(G) (1) H.M.C.S. KIRKLAND LAKE and K.M.S. ANTICOSTI series of 
D/C and H/H attacks on doubtful Contact about 1400 to about 
5213 24 vicinity 44.22 N., 63.23 W.
(N.8.H.v}. , 260518Z to Admty., Cominch.)

Estimates.
(N.S.H.4. , 261424Z , Cominch 261555Z.)

This recodes my 261439 addressed as above with 
N.0.I.C. St. Pierre as additional repeated 
addressee. Propose routeing Trawlers Cominch 
211411 para. (A) independently to Azores for 
onward routeing to Casablanca. Para. (B) 

direct to U.K. for onward routeing to Havre. Admiralty 
requested to nominate suitable port in U.K.
(2) No Armed Trawlers available as escort. C.M.S.F. 111510B/6 refers.
(3) Trawlers ready to depart about 30th Dec.
(F.O.N.F., 261501Z to C. in C. C.N.A., (fi) C. in C. Med., 
C.M.S-.F., Cora. 8th Fleet, Admty., Corainch, N .S . H . ( J .  , S.B.N.O. 
Azores, F.O.G.M.A. )
W.R. Note: Request of French Naval Mission U.S. Authorities
sailing of 4 French trawlers ready in Newfoundland.

U/B
dispositions.

French
Trawlers.

U/B. U.S. weather ship EMPORIA reports sighting
periscope position 49.22 N . , 52.33 W. at 
1430Z/26th.
(C. in C. C.N.A., 261659Z to G.B. 7A.)

MOLLIE, Auxiliary schooner MOLLIE, 85 gross tons en
wreck. route St. Johns N.F. to Twillingate wrecked

in Grates Cove (Trinity Bay) N.F. prior to 
D g g  2 1 s t )
(N. S. H. <4. > 261814Z to Admty. )

S/M attack No report since Cominch 212045, para. (c).
1430Z/26 U.S.S. EMPORIA sighted periscope 49.22 
N., 52.33 W. and about 1630Z/26 had radar contact 
during retiring search.
Admty. give info, to H.<4.C.C.
(Cominch, 262037 to Adraty. for O.I.C.)

/ S/M ...
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America and West Indies - Contd.
S/M attack Para, (d ) (1) 1030Z/25th 41.21 N., 56.45 W
and sighting A/C obtained large contact which disappeared

(2) 0019Z/26th in 40.56 N., 47.41 W. at 1707 
obtained suspicious radar contact.
(3) 1430z/26th in 49.22 N., 52.33 W. U.S. 
weather ship EMPORIA sighted periscope.
(N. S.H.4., 262201Z toAdmty., Cominch.)

Australia and New Zealand

(12) Six Mitchells swept Davao Gulf forenoon 
24th destroying one sea truck one lugger. 
(17) Delayed report from United States

submarine indicates successful attack on northbound convoy 
comprising four escorts, 3 tankers, two other merchant ships 
200 miles north off Amranhupo Bay morning 22nd.
(19) Same date patrol Liberator sank one cargo sea truck, two 
barges off Central east coast (? Borkal Dton) plane on 
similar search 24th sank one sea truck damaged seven barges. 
(23) Enemy submarine attacked merchant ship off New South 
Wales coast 165 miles south-south-east Sydney.
(G. H. <4. S.W. P. A. , 261145Z toAdmty., etc.)

and sighting Para. (A) (l) At 0955Z/25th Dec. A/C A/517
on mmQ r» o + f  oirr> -fo T T  T3a q + ■? ® OAt TvT

42' ft.
(2) At 2108z/25th Dec. AFFLECK sighted Snort, 
and attacked in 49° 54* N., 01° 48' W.

(3) At 1055Z/24th Dec. A. M. ROBERT J. WALKER torpedoed in 
36® 05' S.. 150° 43' E.
Para, (b ) (1) At 0718Z/25th Dec. SS. SIRSA sighted P/S in 1 
00’ N., 82® 15' E.
(2) At 0913Z/25th Dec. A/C Q/59 obtained A.S.V. contact in 
54® 34' N., 10® 13' W.

.. A/C B/120 obtained A.S.V. contact in

at 20 miles

Digest
1070.

This Digest covers December 25th, bearing 
serial number 1070.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN
S/M attack
summary.

/ ( 4 )
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN
S/M attack 
and sighting 
summary. 
(Contd.)

(4) At 1333Z/24th Dec. 
contact in 36° 52’ N.,
(5) At 1435Z/25th Dec.
in 50° 56* N., 08° 15'

A/C L/114 obtained A.S.V. 
13° 53’ W.
A/G K/10 attacked U-Boat

___ yy #

(6) At 1256Z/25th Dec. A/G Z/105 obtained A.S.V. 
contact in 49w 29* N., 03° 05' W.
Para. (C) (l) At 1802Z/25th Dec. A/C B/172 

reported possible U-Boat in 56° 11' N., 10w 17' W.
(D.D.I.G., 261200A to Cominch, N.S.H.^.)

U/B Estimates.
dispositions. (D.D.I.G., 261401A, 261402A.)
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sunk.

_ 637
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Wednesday.

SITUATION REPORT

Home Commands
(1) The American forces isolated in the key town 
of Bastogne, on the south side of the German 
irruption, have been relieved,,and the German 
Seventh Army is failing all along the line. 
Supplies to the Fifth and Sixth Panzer Armies are 
short and they have suffered considerable 
casualties.

2(a) A rocket-bomb near missed the 150 ton 
floating sheerlegs at Antwerp, sinking them.
(b) Admiralty, for C. in C. Nore, has asked Air 
Ministry to bomb E-Boat and midget U-Boat pens 
and shelters at Ymuiden, Waalhaven, Den Helder and 
Maasluis. Air Ministry has passed the request 
back to S.H.A.E.F. "to be discussed at S.H.A.E.F. 
conference tomorrow if held*" Prisoners state that 
at least 7 Biber (midget U-Boat) flotillas, each
of 30 craft, are operated. Midget U-Boats were 
suspected this evening in several localities, but 
without confirmation.
(c) Coastal Command aircraft have attacked 3 
merchantmen and 6 E-Boats off Ymuiden, but the 
results were unobserved.

3(a) C.T.F.125 points out that Alderney sheltered 
U-Boats are in a good tactical position for 
attacking shipping for Cherbourg using "H" Channel, 
near H.10 buoy, and advocate the longer route by 
Z.K. Channel as long as the favourable Alderney 
conditions last.
(b) Two U-Boats were suspected off Cap de la 
Hague. Neither was confirmed and one, aircraft 
reported, seems to have been a shoal of porpoises.

(i+) DALE W. PETERSON, U.S. destroyer, reports 3 
heavy explosions U seconds after her hedgehogs had 
entered the water in an attack some 12 miles S.E. 
of Queenstown; oil slick and diesel odour 
followed. 31st Escort Group is also on a hopeful 
contact off Loch Ewe, and aircraft from^MIRANDA 
have "possibly damaged a periscope" 370 miles West 
of Ushant.

Foreign Stations 

Mediterranean
(5) The Yugoslav KUMANOVO (ex CORFU) 1^09 tons,

/sank...
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SITUATION REPORT

27.12.19 kk. Wednesday.

Foreign Stations 
Mediterranean
sank due to engine room leaks on Dec. 27th 
when east of Sicily. There were about 17 
casualties.

America and West Indies
(6) U.G.S. and G.U.S. Convoys (see Dec. 9th) 
are to be sailed at five day intervals.

(7) E.G. C.3 with convoy H.X.327 reported sinking 
U.877 and picking up 5k survivors about IOi+8/27 
approx. U60 ,Jti’ N. 35° 36' W. about U 7 5 ’ N.N.W 
of Azores. ^Attack made by H.M.C.S. EDMUNDSTON 
and sunk by ST. THOMAS (corvettes). Most of crew 
including C.O. picked up.

(8) Commandant, Naval Operating Base, Bermuda, 
proposes to release the four British M.Ls. on 
patrol duty. Their reduction and the closing of 
the M.L. Base, Bermuda, would release about 10 
officers and 75 men.

Australia and New Zealand.

(9) 3 Liberators off North Borneo this morning
bombed and left sinking 3 sea trucks and 3 smaller 
coastal craft, and also bombed oil storage tanks.
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Operations.
Norway.
(1) 2100A/28th December from Scalloway.
(2) 053° from Muckle Plugga to 062° 30* N. , 003° 
30’ E. thence 098° 13 knots. Intend to sail S. C. 
(?238) from Shetlands.13) 1900A/29th December.

0) Between 1930A/29th December and 0600A/30th December.

5) 203° to Muckle Plugga 15 knots.
6 ) p.m. 30th December.
7) 0 6 3° Muckle Plugga.
8) No.
N.O.I.C. Lerwick, 271531A to A.C.O.S.)

My 271531. (l) 62° 23’ N., 05° 30* E.2) Ramose Revoke 
3) CLARK.

(N.O.I.C. Lerwick, 271533A to A.C.O. S. )

Operation 
”S. C. "

Operations.
Northern Waters. ,

Patrols 1. A.S.V.06 grade 2 by aircraft E. 206 R/T call-
sign P.37 at 0218A in position 58° 2 8’ N. , 00°
02’ W.

2. Establish patrol now in area given in para. 2 of my 261010A. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 270326a  to PASLEY).

Investigate A.S.V. contact reported by aircraft P.P. 25 T.B.M 
65 in position 58° 28’ N., 01° 40’ W. Homing procedure C keep 
to westward of Q. Z. X. 722.

(C. in C. Rosyth, 271357A to PASLEY).
If not in contact shift patrol at 1800 today Wednesday to 

position as in my 251031A para. 2.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 271515A to BENTINCK).
Your 271357A. Am establishing Gamma patrols between 058°

36’ N., 02° 05* W. and 58° 11+’ N. , 01° 45’ W. T.B.M. 65B patrol 
round contact position.

(PASLEY, 27161AA to C. in C. Rosyth).

Convoy Your 25H37 not to all. ALNWICK CASTLE will be
J. W. 63. sailing to Loch Ewe for J.W. 63 vice BEAGLE

defective.
(Capt. D. Greenock, 272210 to C. in C. W.A.)

Allied Air Activity.
Enemy merchant Position course and speed of 3 enemy merchant 
ships attacked vessels 52.46 N. , 04.32 E., 190° 10 knots, 
off Ymuiden. Position based on Gee Fix obtained within half- 

an-hour of 1934.
(A.C. WJH 62, 271934 to 16 Group).

My 1934A - have attacked enemy with bombs level, result of 
attack unobserved, position 52.41 N. , 04*35 E.

(A/C WJH 62, 272009A to 16 Group).

/E-boats...
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A l l i e d  A ir  A c t i v i t y , -  Contd.

E -b oa ts  P o s i t i o n  cou rse  and speed o f  enemy 6 E -b oa ts
a tta ck ed  o f f  52° 3 9 ' N. , 4° 27 ' E . , based on a Gee f i x  ob ta in ed  
Ytauiden. w ith in  h a lf-a n -h o u r  o f  2100 190° 20 k n ots ,

(A /C  WJH 70 , 272121A to  16 Group)
My 2134 -  have a tta ck ed  w ith  bombs, no r e s u l t  seen  

due to  w eather. C ontact l o s t  in  p o s i t i o n  052° 30* N. , 004° 25*
E . , cou rse  010° speed 25 k n o ts .
(A /C  WJH 70 , 272144A. t o  16 G roup).

M ining.

M.S. F. 31 C ancel your 242105.
2. F l o t i l l a  i s  to  p roceed  w ith  d esp a tch  by 
standard  ro u te s  as f o l l o w s : -  
(A) Pour sh ip s  t o  Portsm outh .

(B ) Three sh ip s  to  C herbourg, as d e t a i le d  by M .S .31.
3* E .T .A . N eedles and Cherbourg and names o f  sh ip s  d e t a i le d  to  
be r e p o r te d .
4 . Detach FARNE f o r  Plym outh.
(C . in  C. P lym outh, 271132).

Your 261825 and A d m ira lty ’ s 251305* Request 31st M .S.P . 
may be s a i le d  to  Le Havre sw eeping Q. Z. S. 588 on p a ssa g e . '' 

(C .T .P .1 2 5 , 271613 to  A .N .C .X .F .)

M .S .F .4 0  My 252335A *sa iled  0930A /27th  December.
(C . in  C. P ortsm outh , 271136a  t o  P .0 .1 .C . H arw ich, 
C. in  C. Nore) •
♦CATHERINE and a v a ila b le  sh ip s  o f  ijOth M/S P lo t ,  
in  company.

6 M/S 2 D anlayers anchored Small Downs.
2. My 271053 not to  a l l  a d d re sse e s . Fog la p  
v a r ie d  fa r  enough East to perm it sw eeping a lap  
w hich was not m easured.
3. One GR mine swept in  p o s i t i o n  012° N. P. 3 
4 m ile s .  T h is  was brushed in  sweep which la t e r

ran . O ropesa f l o a t  was sunk and mine th en  d eton ated  on ?bottom .
4. 2 day buoys l e f t  in  A. and B. and another 8 near E astern  
l im i t  o f  c le a ra n ce .
5. In tend  s a i l in g  ?M.V. 10 to  com ply w ith  your 262255*
(S .0 .  M/S P. 18 , 271952A to  C. in  C. N ore ).

N ore-
S ch elde
ch an n el.

Enemy I n t e l l i g e n c e .

Past Your 151047. P h otog ra p h ic  R econna issance  S t e t t in
p a ssen ger 22 /12  p o r t  f u l l y  co v e re d  la r g e  s c a le  photographs
v e s s e ls .  ex cep t  f o r  Free Harbour and S.E . p a rts  seen  o n ly

on o b l iq u e s  showed o n ly  two f a s t  D anish passen ger 
v e s s e ls  p r e s e n t .
Your 281609 November and 071224 December r e p o r t in g  

German r e q u is i t i o n in g  f a s t  passen ger v e s s e ls  have you any 
in fo rm a tio n  o f  movements?
(D .N .I . , 271025A to  N.A.. S tock h olm ).

/Germ an. .  •
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Enemy Intelligence. - Contd.
German main (a ) (Corrupt Group) 10, 11 December 23rd cruiser
units. NURNBURG with one ILTIS class torpedo boat and

possibly Sperrbrecher position 52+° 2+7’ N . , 15° 2+5* E. course l6o° B. 2.
(B) December 22nd 2 cruisers believed KOLN and 

EMDEN sighted at anchor off Oslo fiord one at Rauoy and other 
Herfoelge. C.2.
(N.A. Stockholm, 271707 to Admty).

Casualties & Defects.
SS. PENCHATEAU PENCHATEAU in collision with SAMALNESS. Bad 
and holes carriage floor. Master reports bulkhead
SAMALNESS. holding requires tug at once. Am standing by,

my position is 120° 56 B 3 miles.
(CAMPBELL, 270603A to N.O.I.C. Yarmouth).

JAMAICA Have been in collision and in danger of sinking
PLANTER. position 068° breaksea 3 miles 2712+03Z.

Acknowledged by Burnham Radio.
(JAMAICA PLANTER No T.0.0./27th to Burnham Radio, 
Reed. 12+10)

We anchored and taking to boats now.
(JAMAICA PLANTER No T.0.0. to Burnham Radio, Reed. 12+19). 
For Master of JAMAICA PLANTER one life-boat with 13 men 9 

women and 2 children has been picked up. Understand 3 remaining 
life-boats have been picked up by SS. SARNIA. Inform me if any 
other boat or personnel is missing.

(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 27162+7A to SARNIA).
Reference E C.A. F.O. 2120/2+2+.I A) JAMAICA PLANTER 

b ) British

C) 132+8 G.M.T. 27th December 192+2+.
DJ Approx. 068° Breaksea L/V 3 miles.
E) In collision with U.S. Tanker Y/ELLESLEY in dense fog.
F) Sunk.
G) No casualties. Crew and passengers totalling 78 rescued 

and landed at Barry.
(N.O.I.C. Barry, 271902+A to Admty).

VOLUNTEER
V.

FOSNA.

SS. VOLUNTEER W.S. A. ship collided with SS. FOSNA 
at?19l2+ G.M.T. hole in third plate below deck 
vessel not leaking anchored at Breaksea Light 
Whistle.Please advise. Master.
(VOLUNTEER, 271955Z to U.S. Navy Dept).

Shipping & Convoys.
B.T.C. In order to reduce the number of ships awaiting
convoys. convoy in St. Helens Roads, it is proposed that

B.T.C. convoys should in future make passage 
through the Channel without a stop. This will 
entail convoys arriving in the Downs during dark 

hours and anchoring until daylight then proceeding to Southend. 
Request you will report whether this is acceptable.
(D.T.D. , 271303A to V.A. Dover).

A » a. m
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Shipping & Convoys. -  Contd.

The depths o f  water in  the Schelde Approaches do 
not allow  ships drawing 26 f t .  or over to be 
accepted at low water.
(2 ) During the next three months the short daylight 
hours w il l  not allow  the s a il in g  time o f  convoys 

to  be adjusted to enable ships to  pass over the shallow  patches 
at or near high water.
(3 ) D iversions o f  the route from N. Foreland to the Schelde on 
account o f  mining has a lso  to  be made into shallow  water.
(ij.) In  order to  avoid delays i t  is  considered that draught o f  
ships a llo ca ted  to T.A.M. convoys should normally be lim ited  to 
25? fe e t .

5) I t  is  hoped to remove th is  r e s t r ic t io n  in  A p r il.
C. in C. Nore, 272132A to A .N .C .X .F .)

War Diary.

T.A.M.
convoys.

V

N
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Boundary of 
Nore- 
Portsmouth 
Commands.

Policy

A.M. 230126A and A.N.C.X.F. 211915A not to C. in C 
Nore. Consider it most desirable that Boulogne 
and Calais should be in the same command as Folke
stone and Dover. Propose therefore that either 
the existing boundary as in A.G.M. 408 A.Z. D.T.G. 
121917B September be retained or that the Hastings' 
Le Treport line be substituted.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 271940 to Admty, C. in C. 
Nore, V.A. Dover.)

Rescue
Tug
MARAUDER.

Movements

Your 261247A/. Para. 2 estimated time four 
months.
(S.N.O. Pluto, 271145A to A.N.C.X.F.) 
f Marauder due to release from "Overlord” on 
completion of ”Pluto” operations.

WISHART
destroyer.

WISHART accepted into reserve category "C" 22nd 
December.
(F.O.C.R.F. 271455 to Admty)

CHARLESTOWN
destroyer.

My 231016 December not to all addressees.
Intend to begin reducing CHARLESTOWN to Category 
C on 3rd January. Anticipated date of completion 
approx. 30th Jan. Further signal will be made. 
(C. in C. Rosyth, 271447 to S.O.R.F.)

CALPE,
destroyer.

My 261222 leave Sheemess on completion fuelling 
about 1300 tomorrow 28th and proceed by swept 
channels in Force Q.Z.S. 518 and 519 and route 
W. to Plymouth to top up fuel thence to Gib. 
in accordance with A.M. 271456.

(2) Weather permitting S. of A. is to be 16 knots adjusted to 
arrived Plymouth at daylight 29th.
(G. in G. Nore, 272355 to CALPE)

Situation
Report.

Operations.

North Sea

Cositintrep No.266 Part 11 NavsiL .
(l) U-Boats. During action between U-Boats 1st 
and 17th Escort Groups 5 miles North of Cherbourg 
Frigates CAPEL and AFFLECK were torpedoed.
GAPEL sunk AFFLECK proceeded to Cherbourg. 

(2} Midget Submarines.
(a ) 2 Midgets attacked by Typhoons South of Flushing.
1 certainly sunk 1 probably sunk. 1 Prisoner.
(B) 2 Micigets sunk by Minesweeper W.S.W. Flushing 2-g- m.
1 Prisoner.
(3) Results of actions v/ith Midgets to date -

i
/  8 . . .
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Operations 
North Sea.

Situation 8 certainly sunk, 1 probably sunk 3 attacked by
Report. A/C results unknown. 1 Merchant Vessel (All(AN
(Contd.) A DALE) torpedoed, probably total loss.

Midgets may have laid mines in Channel. 
(A.N.C.X.F. 270015A to Admty.)
Cositintrep No.267 part 4.

Discharge by sea - 24 hours period ending 261600A/December.
British

Antwerp
Ostend
Boulogne
Dieppe
Caen
Calais
Ghent

Personnel

12
1,959

5
1

Vehicles

372
104

Stores
Pag.?coal)
5,283
2,651
1,433

244
700

Bulk
Pol.

1,706
4,157

Ammo.

540
1,530

Totals: 1.977 476 10.311 5.863 2.070
U.S. North
Antwerp 16 - 12,162 - -

Cherbourg 5,803 409 5,795 1,173 -

Le Havre 768 327 4,931 570 -

Rouen - — 1,924 25 -

Granville — - 3,511 - -

Totals: 4.587 736 27.523 1,768 —

U.S. South
Marseilles — 43 16,347 - 4,954
Port De Bouc — - 937 7,429 —

Toulon — - 269 — -

Totals: — 43 17.553 7,429 4.954
(S.H.A.E.P.271415A to Admty.)

General: Allied link--up with Bastogne must draw attention
of enemy sharply to South: possible he will now divert armour to
stop penetrations and if possible capture town while still time.
Seventh Army failing all along the line.
Position of 5th and 6th Panzer Armies unchanged but time is not
on their side. Supplies of all kinds by now short and quite
considerable losses suffered.

(S.H.A.E.F. 271850A to War Office)
Cositintrep No.267 Part II. Naval.

(l) Antwerp: 150 ton floating Sheerlegs was sunk alongside by 
a near miss from a V.2 at 1800 yesterday.
Approx. 8 enemy A/C were over Schelde last night possibly
inelay ing. i .N.C.X.F. 272320A to Admty.)

Pishing 
off Low 
Countries.

Your 131735. It is contrary to Admty. policy to 
disclose the positions of minefields in "sink-at- 
sight" areas. Communications to authorities 
concerned should, therefore, be limited to state
ment of areas in which fishing may be permitted. 
These areas are to the best of our belief free of 
mines but all fishing is at fisherman's own risk. 
(A.C.N.S.(H), 271147A to A.N.C.X.P.)

/Air
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Operations 
North Sea - Contd*
A*X.11 Dec* 27th* For Deputy Supreme Commander 
from D*C*A*3*
Following requests have been received from C* in C* 
and Admiralty for bombing of naval targets in 
direct support of land battle.

(a) 252114 from C* in C* Nore begins: From the scale of E-Boat
attack on the nights of 22/23 and 24/25 December it is apparent 
that a large number of operational E-Boats are based at Ijmuiden 
and Y/aalhaven*
Request bombing of these E-Boat pens may be intensified at a 
very early date.
It is probable that E-Boats are also operating from Den Helder. 
Ends *
(b) Admiralty signal 261302 concurs in above and requests 
priority may be given to these targets*
(c) C* in C* Nore's 261945 begins. My 252114 and Admiralty 
message 261302* Request Maasluis may also be included with 
priority* It has been established that midget U-Boats are 
assembling there in large numbers*
(2) These are all requests affecting the battle. Y/ould be glad 
therefore if you would state importance attached to the 
execution of these tasks and indicate priority which you wish to 
be accorded to these targets in relation to your own requests
for direct support of the battDe and current strategic priorities.
(3) You will remember that at 3.H.A.E.F. conference 5th December 
decision was taken to attack E—Boat pens at Ijrauiden and Y/aal— 
haven with special squadrons* Bomber Command have already 
made "Tallboy*' attack on Ijmuiden. In this connection normal 
bomb loads likely to be more effective against small craft in the 
open.(4) Consideration might be given to attacks by Coastal Command 
Forces on dispersed E-Boats at Den Helder and possibly Ijmuiden.
(5) Suggest this question might usefully be discussed at 
S*H.A*E.F* conference tomorrow if held.
(Air Ministry, 271530Z to S.H.A.E.F.)
Midget Further to my 241947 not to all addressees*
U-Boats. Following additional information obtained.

(l) All identified prisoners belonged to 261st 
Flotilla* Two so far interrogated belonged to 1st 

group. Remainder not yet interrogated may belong to 2nd group 
(B.2>*(2) Bibers of 261st Flotilla comprising both groups were stored 
before operation in a concrete shelter on the left of the road 
from Maasluis to Hook about two kilometres outside Maasluis (B.3) 
(3> Biber flotilla comprises 30 boats. (B.2)
^4; First group of 12 Bibers was towed from Maasluis to Helle- 
voetsluis and thence to point north of Schouwen. Two were lost 
en route leaving 10 to operate. (B.2).
(5) Each Biber of first group carried one 21" torpedo and one 
mine. My 151947 refers. Torpedoes may not be fired les3 than 
250 yards from target (B.2).(6) First group ordered to fire torpedoes at ships as convenient 
and to lay mines as far up the Schelde as possible. One prisoner 
laid his mine between Flushing and Breskens, and other off Knocke. 
(B.3).

Y/ar Diary

Air Ministry 
cunctator*
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North Sea
(7) Second group operated from Hook area. No 
further details yet obtained. (B.2)
(8) Biber probably has a periscope between the 
conning tower hatch and the projector compass. 
Conning tower rises about two feet above water-line 
at normal trim and the projector compass rises

about 14 inches above the top of the conning tov/er.
Persicopes probably slightly higher that the projector compass 
B 2)
9) At least 7 Biber Flotillas, including Flotillas 261-266, 

are operational, of which one possibly more in addition to the 
261st is in Holland. (B.2).
(D.N.I. 271542A to C. in C. Nore.)

The following is a summary of enemy Midget S/M activity from 
25th December until noon 27th December in the Ostend defence 
area.
(1) Coastal Forces report a torpedo track vicinity Oostgat whistle 
buoy at 2220 and hydrophone contact at 0545 negative result.
(2) At 1230/25th report of a Midget S/M 270 West Kapelle three 
miles was received from 76 A/A Regt. search by M.T.B's and A/C 
from 142 Wing Coastal Command brought no result. A report was 
received from R.N.O. Breskens at 1010/26th of Midget S/Ms in 
vicinity of N.F.17 first reports were confused but the result was 
one rammed by B.Y.M.S. 2213 and a second rammed and taken in tow 
yy B.Y.M.S.2141 this one sank in position 075 N.F.18 buoy 150 
yards. B.Y.M.S. 2213 recovered one prisoner and landed him at 
Terneuzen. Surface patrols were alerted and reinforced and 
N.L.O. 2nd T.A.F. and 142 Wing Coastal Command were asked to co
operate in the search. Typhoons of 2nd T.A.F. report sinking 
two shortly after midday.
(3) Interesting feature is the recovery by the B.Y.M.S. of part 
of the S/Ms which strongly resembles a Schnorkel.
(4 ) No further incident during daylight.
(5) During this night Coastal Force patrol reported He. at 
various times near N.F.13 Buoy negative result.
(6) CURZON attacked probable Midget S/B at 1945/26th 351 Ostend 
Ilf miles negative result.
(7) RIOU and HAMBLEDON report torpedoes fired at them in 
vicinity of 51 degs. 03’ 15” N. 03 degs. 06’ E. between 2100 
and 2300/26th.
(8) No further incident to date.
(9) 142 Wing Coastal Command has been requested to organise a 
dawn to dusk patrol in Schelde approaches.
(N.O.I.C.Ostend, 271939 to Com. Belgium)

Have ordered F.A.8 to attack with depth charges position 
054 degs. Ostend 17.25 Miles. Local intelligence indicates 
S/M probably in area.

(C.F.M.U.1, 272115A to C. in C. Nore)
Suspicious plot suggested that midget S/M might be using Bol 

Van Knocke and Coastal Force Mobile Unit No.l was asked to attack 
with depth charges. This was done. Result uncertain at 
2145/27th.

(N.O.I.C.Ostend, 272320A to C. in C. Nore)

Midget 
U-Boats 
(Contd.)

/M.T.B...
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Operations 
Horth Sea - Contd.

M.T.B. Your 251615. There are only 9 United States
Reinforce- P.T. boats available which are required to main-
ments. tain 6 operational at Cherbourg. These 6 are

required and it is therfore regretted that none 
can be re-allocated to Harwich.
(A.N.C.X.F. 271847A to Admty)

Operations
Channel

possible (1) In view of present search E.G.10 is to
U-Boat off delay carrying out purport of my 262228A until
Cape de la further orders.
Hague. (2) S.O. E.r .10 acknowledge.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 270109A to S.O. S.G.lO) 
Still searching area nothing to report.
Suitable asdic conditions average.
(S.0.E.G.10, 271045A to C. in C. Plymouth)

About 40 dead Porpoises near position of A/C attack. If not 
in contact by 1600 intend to comply with C. in C. Portsmouth's
261922A.(S.0.E.G.1C, 27132CA to C. in C. Plymouth)

My P.C.S. at 1700 50 degs. 02' N. 02 degs. 42' W. 061 degs. 
13.5 knots.

(3.0.3.G.10, 271620A to C. in C- Portsmouth)

Removal of OLE ’.7EGGER is to be towed down Seine during 
Seine Spring Tide beginning 29 December by P.S.V.O.
blockship. under F.O.B.A.A.'s supervision. This movement 

is to take precedence over routine shipping 
movements. A.N.C.X.F. despatch 251901A (not 

. to all) refers. Ty.o tugs GR0Y/L3R now enroute to 
Rouen and EMPIRE JANE now at Rouen furnished for this tow and 
in addition you are to furnish EMPIRE SILAS. You are directed 
to co-operate to the fullest with the authorities responsible 
for the safe passage this tow any unforeseen accident may well 
close the port of Rouen to all shipping for an indefinite period. 
On completion of passage of Seine Estuary, about 2 January,
EMPIRE SILAS is to return to Rouen.
(C.T.P.125, 271123 to C.T.U. 125.15.1)

Patrols. Have established Gamma on 01 degs. 49' W. between
49 degs. 55' N. and Coast.
(S.O.E.G.17, 271513a to C. in C. Portsmouth)
Air Patrol. My 281728 para.12.

A. Night 27th/28th patrol 325 miles each side of 02 oegs.
15* W. by Wellingtons.Day 28th Patrol 5 and 6 between H Channel and Kansas Channel 
by Swordfish.B. 838 Squadron N D R. 842 Squadron K T P.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 271659A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force) 

Intend patrolling with SPRAGGE as in your 261655 unless 
otherwise ordered.

(HARGOOD, 271850A to C. in C. Portsmouth)
/Night ...
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Operations
Channel

Patrols. 
(Contd.)

15' W. 50 degs. 
section by 01

Night Patrols 27th/28th.
Search areas limits given.
(2) Area X 01 degs. 00* 02 degs,
30* 50 degs. 2o' divided into 3 
degs. 25' 01 degs. 50’ W.

(3) Pairs take sections in following sequence from West 
HARGOOD, SPRAGGS, CAISTOR CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE, PEVENSEY 
CASTLE, LAUNCESTON CASTLE.
(4) 17th E.G. search in vicinity of Cherbourg. As you consider 
best.

Ships in para. 2 NAB S.0.17th E.G. acknowledge.
G#. in C. Portsmouth 271938A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force)

If not in contact patrol rectangle sides 048 degs. 25 miles 
138 12 miles from position 49.47 N. 2 degs. 59’ W.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 271942a to E.G.10)

IS

2 unidentified plots in position 49 degs. 44* N. 
02 degs. 08' W. at 1615 moving 340 degs. 7 knots. 
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 271627a to SPRAGGE, HOTHAM, 
E.G.17)
Group has attacked 3 separate bottomed contacts 
in position 49 degs. 44' 30" N. 01 degs. 45' 30" 
W, intend continuing search as in my 271513A. 
(S.O.E.G.17, 271910A to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Continued use How Channel for shipping en route 
Cherbourg permits convoys to be under radar 
observation from departure Isle of Wight area and 
with reported high speed S/Ms lying vicinity 
Alderney facilititates interception near H.10 
Buoy. At this point S/M operating under very 
favourable attack conditions has advance warning 
of traffic approach. Shipping channelized.

Sea conditions very unsatisfactory for Asdic or straight 
listening attacks by A/S vessels due uneveness bottom numerous 
wrecks and strong currents. Able to retire protection guns 
Alderney especially on ebb tides. That A/S vessels are 
handicapped and at present ineffective shown by loss LEOPOLD
VILLE heavily escorted AFFLECK and CAPEL. This opinion on A/S 
operating conditions supported by Comdr. E.G.l and believe other 
E.G. Comdrs. this area will concur. By using ZK channel, 
although longer, at least radar observation not possible.
Keeping offensive patrol How Channel may prevent deeper penetrat
ion Eastward. As long as S/Ms able to attack under such favour
able conditions it seems only prudent to use such alternative 
methods to combat new type attacks as are practicable to reduce 
losses which seem likely to continue under present routeing.
Above comments are submitted for your Serious consideration. 
(C.T.F. 271745a to C. in C. Portsmouth)

Second 
Possible 
U-Boat off 
Cape de la 
Hague.

Suggest 
disuse of 
"H" channel, 
Portsmouth 
to Cherbourg.
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West Goast Prance

Patrol. Carry out operation "Assault".
(A) Force 26 - BLYSKAWICA.
(b ) 1900A/27th December.
(C) My most direct route to reach Les Sables 

D'Olonne about 12C0A/28.
(D) Patrol Les Sables D'Olonne to lie d'Yeu daylight 28th.
Patrol between lie d’Yeu and position (Q) 44 degs. 30' N. 1 deg. 
30’ W. during night 28/29th passing latitude 46 degs. N . about 
dayight 29th. Patrol Les Sables D'Olonne to H e  d'Yeu during d 
daylight 29th. Leaving as requisite to-arrive Plymouth first 
light 30th.
(E) (Cormunications). (F) C L I N C H .
(G) a /S support groups are operating in vicinity of coastal con
voy routes.
(K) U-Boats are active in the English Channel.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 271454A to BLYSKAWICA)

Western Appro a che s
Escorts If not in contact 15th E.G. proceed * forthwith
and Patrols. to Moville for fuel and short rest.

(C. in C. W.A. 270003 to S.O. E.G.15)
Intend sail P.614 towed H.28 escorted by ALECTO 
from Karnes Bay at 2230 Friday 29th December to 

position 090 degs. Dubh Artach 2 miles E.T.A. 1830/30th.
Speed 7 knots.
(2) Routed via Q.Z.S.398, (406) (corrupt group) and north of
Colonsay.
(3) On arrival patrol will be carried out between Dubh Artach 
and Lismore Point.
(4) At 1000/31st, ships will enter Loch Linnhe and continue to 
Diamond Point.
(5) AT 1700/31st, ships will leave Loch Linnhe and carry out 
atrol as in para.3.
x6) At 0900/lst Jan., ships will pas3 Rudha Mhail and return 
by reverse of outward route to Karnes Bay. E.T.A. 0100/2nd. 
(Capt. S/M. 12 S/M.F,. 270953A to C. in C. W.A.)

O.N.S. 39 and S.C.163 will be supported by Force 33 in 
accordance with operation C.E.2 and is to R/V with O.N.S.39 in 
position 270 degs. Oversay 6 mins at 1230A/29.
2^ Force 33 will consist of 31st E.G. (S.O. BERKELEY CASTLE). 

Close escort of O.N.S. 39 is C.7 (S.O. LANARK}.
O.N.S. 39 routed from Oversay to position (QP) 56 N. 10 W. 
47.48 N. 22.55 W. 7£ knots.

Force 33 is to remain with O.N.S.39 until ordered to detach 
join S.C.163 in approx. 11 degs. W.
(C. in C. W.A. 27223QA to S.O.E.G.31)

Probable Attacked Radar contact with Hedgehogs in 51.38.
U-Boat 45 N. 08.05 W. at 0007Z/27th December 3 heavy
off Kinsale. underwater explosions 4 seconds after projectile

entered water oil slick and diesel /?oil observe 
At 1245 dropped 12 charges set at 200 feet in 
same position.
(DA~E W. PETERSON, 270203A to C. in C. Plymouth) 
j j odour ?.

/Possible ...
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Western Approaches

Possible My 261955A/. Am remaining in contact with
U-Boat. object on Bishop Rock.

j intend resuming attack at daylight. Suitable.
(S.O.E.G.31, 270525A to C. in C. W.A.
/ Attacking bottomed contact.

Intend to detail HADLEIGH CASTLE to join LANCASTER CASTIE as 
escort of J.W.63. Am remaining in position of contact until 
convoy has passed. Resumed attacking.
(S.O.E.G.31, 270952A to C. in C. W.A.)Still attacking contact. Slight traces of oil appearing. 
HADLEIGH CASTLE detached at 1030A/27th. to escort J.W.63. 
Unsuitable.

(S.O.E.G.31, 271150A to C. in C. W.A.)

U-Boat 
370' W. of 
Ushant.

X  f l lRH LD A  
n.A c . s h ip

0.N.274. A/C from*MIRANDA sighted periscope 
10 miles ahead of convoy and attacked with possible 
damage to periscope. 3 ships searching area. 
Convoy altered to starboard resuming course at 
1115A. Convoy P.C.S. at 1200A 48.17 N. 14.22 W. 
(S) 239 9.5.
Weather 7480 2453.
(S.O.E.G. C.2 271221A to C. in C. W.A.)



MOST SECRET

6 5 1

War Diary 27.12.1944
Wednesday

FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic
HAARLEM,
Defects.

HAARLEM's boiler tubes have given constant trouble 
since ship arrived here from Gibraltar.
0.0. and B.E.O. now consider HAARLEM unseaworthy 
until partially retubed which cannot be done at 
Horta.
(3) Request instructions whether she should be

sent to Gibraltar or U.K.
(4) If escort is necessary and has to be supplied from Azores 
force it is probable that the six remaining trawlers will not be 
sufficient to meet commitments especially in view of Admiralty's 
261940A.
(S.B.N.O. Azores, 271214Z to F.O.G.M.A. (R) Admty)

ODZANI. Anticipated ODZANI will be ready to sail as

(R) (?038) degs. 40' N. 009 degs. 45’ W.
(S) 043 degs. 30' N. 009 degs. 45' W. (T) 049 degs. 00' N.
006 degs. 59' W. thence as ordered by C. in C. Plymouth.
(3) Destinations: STELLA GARINA Falmouth, KING SOL Liverpool. 
REIGHTON WYKE for Scapa. MAN-O-WAR Liverpool.
(4) Codeword "Corner"587.
(5) Constant guard on Gibraltar broadcast shifting to B N at 
2330A/30th December. In the event of ships becoming separated 
STELLA GARINE, KING SOL keep 2 operator periods. REIGHTON WYKE 
MAN-O-WAR constant watch.
(6) A.M. 091122.
(F.O.G.M.A. 271540A to G. in C. Plymouth etc.)

additional escort for M.K.S. 74 1700A/31st Dec 
Your 011259 Dec. refers.
(F.O.G.M.A. 271456A to G. in C. W.A.)
W.D. Note: Modified by 281217A q.v.

Trawlers 
for U.K.

Intend to sail STELIA GARINA (S.O) REIGHTON WYKE, 
KING SOL, MAN-O-WAR at 120°A/28th Dec. to U.K.

S. of A. 9£ knots.
(2) Routed through: (P) 035 degs. 59’ N. 006 degs 
10' W. (Q) 036 degs. 55' N. 009 degs. 05' W.(Q) 036 degs. 55* N. 009 degs. 05' W.

South Atlantic
FRITAI.LARY 
to refit.

E.G.57 
E.G.55

E.G.57 Intend to sail LOWESTOFT, BELLWORT 1800Z/ 28th December speed 12 knots to Gibraltar E.T.A
2200Z/4th January.

• • •
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South Atlantic
(2) Route S 10.40 N. 17.23 W. T 13.32 N. 17.31 W. 
U 14.37 N. 17.49 W. V 21.40 N. 17.50 W. W 25.00 
N. 16.30 W. X 28.10 N. 13.24 W. Y 32.48 09.45 Z. 
35.51 06.10.
(3) Comar Dakar is requested to sail CROCUS to 
join E.G.57 at 1400Z/30th December at position

U 4 escorts shift to Mediterranean W/T organisation at 0400Z/2nd
(F.O.C.W.Af. 271303Z to F.O. G.M.A. Comar,. Dakar.)

A.M. 2623. 55th E.G. will escort A.F.D. 24 to Gibraltar. 
Request KILDARY and KILCHATTAN be returned to Freetown and 
WELLINGTON, WOODRUFF and WILLOWIIERB retained.
57th E.G. LOWESTOFT and BELLWORT, v.ho have just completed refit 
and docking respectively will be sailed from Freetown tomorrow 
Thursday 28th being joined by CROCUS who completes half yearly 
docking at Dakar 3Cth Dec.

(F.O.C.W.Af. 271423 to F.O.G.M.A.)•Note: Received undecypherable and consequently delayed.

E.G.57. 
E.G. 55. 
(Contd.)

A.F.D.24. Intend to sail A.F.D. 24 in tow of HESPERIA,
EMPIRE SANDY and EMPIRE JULIA l700Z/29th December. 
Route (A) 10.20 N. 17.30 W. (B) 15.00 N. 17.50 W. 
(C) 21.40 N. 17.50 W. (D) 25.00 N. 16.30 W.

(E) 28.10 N. 13.24 W. (F) 32.48 N. 09.45 W. (G) 35.51 N.
06.10 W. thence Gibraltar. Estimated speed made good from 
80 to 100 miles per day.(2) Escort E.G.55 WELLINGTON (S.O), WILLOWHERB, WOODRUFF, KILD- 
ARY, KILCHATTEN; WOODRUFF calling Dakar for fuel 3rd or 4th 
January. Will report estimated position of tow at 1200Z/7th 
Jan.(3) Comar Dakar requested to sail E.G.59 ANNAMITE, CHEVRSUIL, 
GAZELLE, LOBELIA, CDR. DROGOU to relieve E.G.55 p.m. 7th Jan.
(4) On relief, E.G. 55 proceed Casablanca to fuel reporting when 
well clear to F.O.G.M.A. repeated Commorseafron and F.O.C.
West Africa. (A) "Chop". (B) E.T.A. Casablanca.
(5) F.O.G.M.A. is requested to sail E.G.55 as requisite to reliev 
E.G. 59 15th January when E.G. 59 will proceed Casablanca to 
fuel and return Dakar negative CDT. DROGOU who is to proceed 
Gibraltar for onward routeing to U.K. for refit.
(F.O.C. W.Af. 271852A to F.O.G.M.A. Comar, Dakar.)

Reduction of Your 261828/December. Disposition of Escort 
Personnel. Forces is under constant review. A.M. 262300

refers.
(2) Presume you will draw attention to action 
being taken to provide West African naval 

personnel for Far Eastern war in accordance with A.M. 080257/Nov
D&Pfi 5•(Hd. of M.B. Approved by A.C.N.S- (F), 272029A F.O.C.W.Af.)
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Mediterranean
PRINCE
fEMRY

H.M.C.S. PRINCE HENRY has 10$ water and 25$ fuel 
remaining now. Success of evacuating will be 
jeopardized if she is unable to complete 
programme laid down in my 262230. Request 
tanker may be sailed to Preveza(s).
(Copreu, 271146B to P.0.T.A.L.I.)

(Group missing). My 262040 your 271035 not to all 
addressees. Return to Preveza with all des ‘" ’l.

(a) LS MALIN and LE TERRIBLE having received serious damage 
in collision.
(b) Situation in Greece.
(c) Threatening situation on left flank of 15th Army Group I 
am short of destroyers and any that you could spare would be 
welcome.
(From C. in C. Mediterranean. 271252, A.N.C.X.F., Admty., 
F.O.N.A.M., Comnavforfrance.).

Mine Weather at present gives no indication of being
sweeping able to resume operations.

A further signal will be made when about to 
recommence.
All ships have now left Bashilla Bay. Your 
261302 (N.T. in W.R.) refers.
(S.O. M/S F. 12, 271709B to B.N.A. Ankara,
(r ) C. in a Med., Admty., F.O.L.E.M., S.O. M/S
F.5).

Sailing at 1500B Thursday, December 29th, to Beirut for 
boiler cleaning.
(2) Route from position 039° 45’ N. 025° 17' E. to 038° 34’ N. 
025° 44’ E. to 037° 38’ N. 025° 44’ E. to Q.B.C.916 to 035° 45T 
N. 027° 40' E. to 034° 00* N. 032° 16' E. to 034° 00' N. 035° 55’ 
E.. thence to Q.B.C.896.
(3) S. of A. 10 knots, E.T.A. 1330B December 31st.
(From, S.O. M/S Flotilla 12, 271805B to HELLISAY, (R) C. in C. 
Med., F.0.L.E.M. )

(PRINCE HENRY, 271245B to THEMISTOCLES

Shipping
for
Black Sea.

F.O.L.E.M. *s 261952 concur.
Request possibility of using this alternative 
route may be investigated.
(From C. in C. Med., 271204A to Admty., (R)(From C. in C. Med 
F.O.L.E.M.)

Part 3 
Air
Cositintrep
535

2 Spitfires flew weather R/C over North Italy 
and a Wellington searched without results for a 
reported Submarine off Cesanatico. 13 A/C 
participated in air sea rescue searches and 
patrolfbom which twelve survivors were rescued 
successfully.
(H.Q. , M.A.A.F., 271215A.)

French
Cruisers

LORRAINE and GLOIRE have had recent operational 
bombardment experience in Mediterranean and 
DUQUESNE carried out bombardment practices before 
leaving for U.K. Your 261250.
(2) In view of:

/CHACO CANYON...
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CHACO Italian Destroyer transmitter out or order.
CANYON Destroyer and one tug and one merchant ship

distress. also standing by, we have 27 men and 8 women
survivors aboard. Vessel in distress still 
afloat and listing badly to starboard. Unknown 
number of survivors picked up by Destroyers this 

afternoon drifting rapidly towards coastline. Request 
permission to stand out to sea tonight.
(CHACO CANYON, 271720Z to Admiral Malta.)

Your 271720Z. Approved to stand off tonight and close 
Augusta at daylight.

(St. George’s Malta W/T, No T.O.O., CHACO CA1Y0N.)See also 272044A.
French
cruisers

Comflanfor intends to sail to Naples in MONTCALM. 
Leaving Marseilles 1700/29th after loading 900 HJ5 
Shells. Suggests JEANNE D'ARC, thus relieved, 
should be sailed at the same time to Toulon 
where she should remain as ready Cruiser. 
(Comflanfor, 271915A to F.O.N.A.M.)

L . S. Ts.
from
U.S.

YourS&1233 December. It is no longer necessary 
for the ten L.S.T. to reach S.E.A.C. by 15th 
March and they may be retained by you.
(2) They should be refitted in Mediterranean as 
convenient so as to arrive operationally fit 
at Bombay towards the end of 1945.
(D. of P. (Q). Approved V.C.N.S., 271946A to 
C. in C. Med.)

Operation
"Aintree"

P.C.S. 2000A 032° 37’ 026° 30’ 104° 146 knots. 
Provisional E.T.A. RIMUTAKA and EURYALUS 1945B 
28th. ULSTER and URCHIN being sent on, E.T.A. 
1600B 28th, to avoid delay due to fuel it will 
not be essential to complete EURYALUS to full stow 
age if this causes delay.
Information requested berthing.

(H.M.S. EURYALUS, 272005A to N.O.I.C. Port Said.)

Cositintrep 
No. 536 part 4

Greece. For the past several days E.L.A.S.
Forces have been regrouping and it now appears 
that the Regular Troops are being withdrawn from 
the fighting in Athens and Piraeus to positions 
in the Hills outside the city. Force remaining 

in the two cities are mostly local troops. During 26th December 
our forces made small gains in Piraeus and along the Piraeus/ 
Athens road against determined opposition.
(A.F.H.Q., No T.0.0. to W.O.)

preveza
mine
sweeping

M/S Preveza Sitrep No. 3 Channel Preveza to Corfu 
swept today for moored mines to depth of 10 
fathoms now 6 cables wide.
2) Eastern side channel through position 

039° 04’ 30” N. 020° 37’ 24” E.
039° 18' N. 020° 18' 42” E.

/(c)...
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Mediterranean.
(c) 039° 23’ 30" N. , 020° 13’ E.
(d) 039° 27' 30" N., 020° 13' E. thence Vido Islarti 
Dan buoys laid at intervals 5 miles between 
positions A and D on east side of channel.
(3) (?1 or 2) unidentified mines cut Sivaut Isle 
Light 090° distance 11 cables.

(4) F. 0..T. A. L. 1 1 s 261125. Information urgently required if mines 
in Q. B. Ill are magnetic.
(5) Intend widening channel to 9 cables tomorrow.
(6) B.Y. M.S .2026 arrived. B.Y.M. S. 2037 being sailed to Taranto 

A. M. /28.
(Lt. Cdr. M/S B.Y.M.S. 2014, 272040B to F.O.T. A.L.I. )
K o m f \ n o >/o  :
KALUMOVO Your 271841 (N.T. inf.S.). 19.

(A) 10. (B) Nil. (C) 9. Augusta 0500/28th.
2. KALUMOVO considered complete loss (?PA)ITE 

proceeding Syracuse approx. 70 survivors. CHACO* CANYON with 
2 boat loads unknown number and LOUISA M. ALCOT with 18 to 
Augusta.
(GRANATIERE, 272044A to S.N.O. East Sicily, V.A. Malta).

Preveza 
Minesweeping 
(contd) •

V
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East Indies.
M.E.I.R.I,
temporary
amendment
No. 45.

F. 0. N. I. C. 561. Pass N. C.S.Os.
Section XII D. Add following para, to temporary 
amendment No. 44.
(4) Thence for Sydney N.S.W. Newcastle and 
Brisbane through position 038° 57' S. , 147° 36'
E. 037 H-t- x j \j x'j , xj
151° 07', 034° 06', 151° 38'

ition 038° 57' S . , 147° 3 6 ’
, xS, 150w 3 2 ’, 035” 09'
151° 38' thence Sydney N.S.W.

For Newcastle through 033° 4 8 ’, 151° 34', 033° 20', 152° 01*.
For Brisbane through 032° 32', 152° 48', 031° 3 0 ’, 153° 1 2 ’,
029° 3 5 ’, 153° 3 9 ’, 028° 3 7 ’, 153° 54', 027° 26’, 153° 49', 027° 
0 6’ (?153°) 43'.
(5) Amend F.O.N. I.C. 488 Navigation lights in areas five A  and 
five B are not to be burnt except dimmed in vicinity of Wilson’s 
Promontory between 146° E. and 146° 50' E.
(6) Ships of 10 knots and over are to zig-zag in areas five A 
and five B except between longitudes 120° and 130° east.
(7) P. Vs. are to be streamed when within 200 fathom line between 
Freemantle and Brisbane.
(8) Suspend M.E.I.R. I. XII C. 1 (one) (a ) except for ALBANY, all 
other ships are to break W/T silence and report expected time 
of arrival, destination when crossing 130° east.
(C. in C. E.I., 271241Z to F.O.I.C. Ceylon etc).

LANDGUARD Arrived and sailed LANDGUARD for Durban through

2) E.T.A.1600Z Jan. 1st S. of A. 13 knots.
3) Shifting to Bombay S/L 1900Z Dec. 30th. 
4; Latest message held Q. C. B. 198 Q. G. A. 24.

following position (L) 012° 15' S. , 
(M) 015° 48' S . , 043° (27'?) East ( 
49' S., 041° 29’ E. (0) 028® 30' S.

0 (27'?) East (N) (016°?) 
(0) 028® 30' S., 033° 42'

012® 15' S . , 047° 0 5 ’ E
30' S., 033° 4 2 ’ E

N.O.I.C. Diego Suarez, 271536Z to Admiralty etc).

GUARDIAN Arrived GUARDIAN, sailed Fleet Tender 18. 
(N.O.I.C. Trincoraalee, 271612Z to Admty).
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America and West Indies.
Attacking rnider water contact in position OU3°
35* N., 06©°245* W. have detached group.
(S.O.E.G.27, 270925Z to C. in C.C.N.A.). 
k attacks carried out on, bottomed contact in 
amended position 0U3® 28* N.» 060° 55‘ W. Echo 

sounder traced inconclusively due to weather. Weather report 
U571 2077. Unsuitable.
(S.O.E.G.27, 27101|.5Z to C. in C.N.W.A.).

Contact classified non S/M. My 270925 and 2710^5 refers. 
Proceeding in accordance with your 271212 not to info, addressees. 

(S.O.E.G.27, 271306Z to C. in C.C.N.A.).
U-Boat 877 (?Submarine) destroyed. Survivors picked up. 
sunk. My position 0246° 3k' N., 035° 36f W.

(S.0.E.G.C.3, 27101+0Z to C. in C.W.A.).
Your 271806 U-Boat 877 Kapitan-Lieut. Eberhard 

Findeisen, westbound 5 weeks sea, flushed by H.M.C.S. EDMUNDSTON, 
sunk by ST, THOMAS, corvette, position 0U6° 25’ N., 035° 36' W. 
Prisoners Captain, 2+ Officers, k9 men, position course and speed 
024.6° 51* N., 032+o 17* W. 089° knots, weather report 24.260 0124I4.. 
(S.O.E.G.»C.3» 272000Z to C. in C. Western Approaches).

War Diary.

U-Boat
Contact.

U-Boat Estimates.
dispositions. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 27124OOZ, Cominch, 271618Z).
E.G.2 5.

U.G.S. 
G.U.S. 
convoys.

Request we may be informed if it is intended to 
allocate another frigate to E.G .2 5 in lieu of 
JOLIETTE since this ship cannot be completed 
prior to first week in March at earliest. 
(C.N.M.O., 2717224A to N.S.H.Q.) See 301935Z.
U.G.S./G.U.S. convoys are to be sailed at five 
day intervals as indicated my 0 9 13 0 8.
(Cominch, and C.N.O., 271924-5Z to Cinclant, Com- 
eastseafron, C. in C. Med.).
Following received from Commandant N.O.B.Bermuda 
(Begins): In view present strategic situation the 
four British M.Ls. assigned patrol duty Bermuda 
may be released. Plan to request use of one 
Canadian M.L. in case of emergency. 27152+7/12/kb. 
(Ends.). (2) Reduction of these four fairmiles 

and closing M.L. Base Bermuda would release approx. 10 Officers 
and 75 men. (3) Request approval and instructions for disposal of M.Ls*
( S.B.N.O.W.A., 272024.0Z to Admty.).

Bermuda 
M.L. Base, 
Reduction.

Admiralty pass to H.Q.C.C. All times Z.
(A) 10 5 5/ 224. ROBERT J. WALKER torpedoed and stink 
36.05 S., 150.24.3 E.^ ifseort group C .3  reported 
sinking U-Boat and picking up survivors about 
10248/27th Approx. 2i6.324 N., 35.36 W. (B) 1229/27th 
R.C.A.F. Liberator sighted surfaced U-Boat which 

submerged before attack could be made 243.224 N., 247.38 W. and at 
1258/27th and 1356/27th A/C. reported U-Boat sightings in same 
general area.

Submarine 
attack and 
sighting 
summary.

/ ( D ) . . .
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Submarine 
attack and 
sighting 
summary, 
(contd) •

America & West Indies.
(D) 0715/27th Fisherman reported sighting surface 
U-boat course North 41.43 N. , 68.22 W. About 
0025/27th U.S.S. EMPORIA attacked sound contact 
48. 50 N. , i+9. 30 W.
(Cominch, 272122Z to Admty. for O.I.C.)

JASEUR Our 261501*anticipate JASEUR and PROMPT will
and PROMPT. be ready to proceed to U. K# about 29th Dec.

Intend sailing these ships via St. Johns 
Newfoundland, When they will be available as 
escorts for French Fishing Trawlers if Admiralty 
concur.
(C. in C. C.N.A., 272126Z to F.O.N.F. Admty). 
♦Sailing of 4 French Trawlers ready in Newfound
land.

Australia & New Zealand.
Convoy 
H. B.l.

Convoy consisting of EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND (?and) 
GENERAL RANDALL and GENERAL MITCHELL will be 
known as convoy H. B. 1 C. in C. E. F. 201003 Nov. 
para. 3 refers.
2. GENERAL MITCHELL and GENERAL RANDALL will be 

diverted to Hobart.
3. N. Z.N. B. is requested to sail EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND to arrive 
Hobart at daylight 8th January where destroyers will refuel.
C. in C. B.P.F. 250750 not to all addressees para. 3 refers.
4. N.O.I.C. Hobart is to sail. SS. EMPRESS OF SCOTLAND,
GENERAL RANDALL and MITCHELL escorted by ACHILLES and destroyer 
routed through position (A) 044° 22’ S . , 146° 39' E.(B) 037° 4 5 ’ s., 114° 5 1 ’ E. (C) 033° 3 3 ’ S . , 108° 5 4 ’ E. thence 
as ordered by C. in C. E. I.S. Speed of advance about 18 knots 
to position C thence 19 knots.
5. N.O.I.C. Fremantle is to sail LONDON as necessary to R/V 
convoy (?H).B.1 at 0300Z/I4th January in position C. When 
relieved ACHILLES and destroyers proceed Albany.
6. N.O.I.C. Hobart and N.O.I.C. Fremantle repeat back time and 
position of R/V (?C).
(Cornsouwestpac, 270315Z to N.0.1.Cs. etc.) Amended by 030448
C.S. N. Pac.

ROBERT J.
WALKER

torpedoed
9lU  >£12.44.

Ship sank 1700Z/25th December. 4 torpedoes were 
fired by S /H i which was not sighted. Survivors 
not yet landed. My 250224 refers.
(Cdre. S.W. Pacific Sea Fron. 270802Z to Admty. 
etc) •

/Digest...
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Australia & New Zealand - Contd.
Digest 1071. December 26th.

Forenoon search Liberator attacked two small 
Coasters southbound 150 miles south of Ambon.
2 Quartets Mitchells later attacked these ships 

and combined efforts destroyed both vessels.
2. P.T. boats sank one lugger with rockets, destroyed another 
lugger by gunfire off east coast Northern Cebu Island early hours 
h. Late afternoon enemy Task Group comprising one battleship 
one heavy cruiser, six destroyers sighted 100 miles west of 
San Jose (our beach-head on southwestern Mindoro) course east. 
These ships headed for northwest Mindoro then proceeded along 
entire (corrupt) towards west coast Mindoro and retired via 
same route subjecting our shore and inland positions to severe 
bombardment but details not yet available (see 2810i+6z).
P.T. boats and locally based aircraft attacked enemy units: 
preliminary report (corrupt) inflicted at least one battleship 
and 2 destroyers.
6. Reconnaissance Liberator observed seven medium sized 
freighter transports eleven small merchant ships four escort 
vessels many small craft anchored off San Fernando afternoon 25th, also two groups each comprising two small ships heading 
north near entrance Lingayan Gulf. Same plane sighted southbound 
convoy in two main groups involving aggregate four medium
sized freighter transports, seven escort vessels 25 miles 
southwest of Cape Bolinao (northwestern entrance Lindayan Gulf)
7. Navy Mariner reported one large transport three sizeable 
freighters one sea truck two old type destroyers anchored 
(?Arhxhgsol) Bay (near location of ships reported previous 
paragraph) early hours 26th. Same plane sighted one warship 
heading North from above concentration and sank one sea truck 
underway few miles (?south) thereof.
13* Same day 6 Mitchells swept northern Davao Gulf destroying 2 coastal freighters one barge and hitting jetties. 16 
Liberators hit Matine Airdrome unopposed 27th December causing 
fires.
18. 8 Beaufighters attacked Wewak Naggets 25th.
(G.H.Q., S. W.P.A. , 270820 to Admty. etc).

B.P. F., policy. Your 241253Z para. 3 et seq. Suitable officers
are being made available as soon as possible. 
Pending their arrival would you consider 
obtaining the concurrence of Cincpac to the 

temporary loan of Cdr. H.E. Hopkins, R.N. and Acting Cdr. F.H.E. 
Hopkins R. N. his naval observer, for this duty.
(N.A. 2 S.L. , 271311A to C. in C. B.P.F.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN,

For 2k hours to  0900Z /27 th  December.
P ara. A.
1. At 1137Z /26th  December H.M. Ship torp ed oed  
in  k9° 5 0 ’ N ., 01° i l l '  W.
2. P r io r  to  1152Z /26 th  December H.M. Ship 
torp ed oed  i n  i*9° 50* N. , 01° 2+1 * W.
3* At 1152Z /26 th  December E. G. 17 and Am erican

sm all c r a f t  a tta ck ed  bottom  c o n ta c ts  in  v i c i n i t y  o f  to rp e d o in g s  
in  k9° 5 0 ’ W. 01° 2+1’ W.
2j.. At 1229Z /26th  December CRANST0UN and M00RS0M a tta ck ed  good 
c o n ta c t  in  2|9° 24.9 * N. , 01° 246’ w.
P ara . B.
1 . At 1 2 1 lZ /2 6 th  D ec. a i r c r a f t  H /10 s ig h te d  p o s s ib le  P /S  in  
50° 2 1 ’ N. , 02° 5 1 f W.
2. At 1715Z /26 th  December Cherbourg r e p o r te d  Radar 2 m ile s  to  
northward cou rse  n orth w est.
3. At 172+5Z/26th December Portsm outh re p o r te d  Radar in  249°
248’ N. , 02° 07* W.
24. At 20 35Z /26th  December a i r c r a f t  S /246I  ob ta in e d  A. S .V . con ta c  
in  50° 3 0 ’ N ., 08° 0 0 ' W.
5« At 2106z/26th December a i r c r a f t  F/2407 s ig h te d  s n o r t  and 
a tta ck ed  in  k9° 56 ' N ., 02° 3 9 ’ W.
6. A t 2117Z /26th  December two o f  H.M. S h ips had hydrophone 
e f f e c t  o f  torp ed o  in  50° 0 8 ’ N ., 03° 524’ W.
7. At 0007Z /27th  December U.S. DALE W. PETERSON a tta ck ed  Radar 
c o n ta c t  in  31 ° 38 ' N ., 08° 0 5 ' W.
8. At 0118Z /27th  December a i r c r a f t  E /20 6ob ta in ed  A .S .V . c o n ta c t  
in  58° 28 ’ N ., 00° 242’ W.
9 . At 17242Z /26th  December E. G. 31 a tta ck ed  c o n ta c t  in  56° 1 0 ' N. 
07° 1 2 ' W.
10 . At 1020Z /26 th  D ec. Am. CAPE LAMBERT s ig h te d  submarine in  
05° 248’ N ., 81° 5 0 ’ E.
Para* C#
1. At l2|L8z/25th D ec. a i r c r a f t  G /53 s ig h te d  s w ir l  w ith  w isps 
o f  vapour in  6o° 2 8 ’ N ., 18° 1 7 ’ W.
2. A t l 2400Z /25th  D ec. Faeroes F ish in g  Smack THURLD s ig h te d  
u n id e n t i f ie d  submarine in  6l °  2̂ 0’ N ., 05° 5 0 ’ W.
(D .D .I .C . , 2 7 H 5 9 A ).

War D ia ry .

Submarine 
a tta ck  and 
s ig h t in g  
summary.

U/B E stim a tes .
D is p o s i t i o n s .  (D .D .I .C . ,  2712A1A, 2712429).
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Thursday.
SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.
1 (a) The number of prisoners captured on the 
Western Front since D-day now exceeds 800,000.
(b) No further progress has been made by the 
Germans in their Salient, where they have turned 
over to a static defensive, but fresh attacks are 
expected, especially in Holland and the Aachen 
sector.

Zeebrugge area, and two more in the Nore-Schelde 
Channel.
(b) Ghent can now take 10 ships of 22 feet 
draught instead of 14 feet 7 in.

miles N. N. E. of Cape Barfleur, but of the 1500 
troops on board no more than 6 are missing.
Final casualty figures for LEOPOLDVILLE are 
264 dead and 538 missing. • 'iox.
(b) The draught of ships for Rouen must be reduced 
to 5 feet less than the height of H.W. shewn in 
Admiralty Tide Tables owing to the continually 
shifting channel over the Bar in the Seine 
Estuary.
(c) Owing to silting in Southampton approaches it 
will not be practicable to use the port for QUEENS 
MARY and ELIZABETH before next summer at the 
earliest.

Ships from Preveza to Corfu. The fall of Breveza 
to E.L.A. S. forces is considered to be inevitable.
(b) Paxos Island was raided by E.L.A.S. forces 
last night and the Police disarmed. The (?Greek) 
Military Commandant is sending 250 troops as 
garrison in four caiques.
(c) At Piraeus one rating was killed and 2 
wounded during shelling of the Harbour and Naval 
College - otherwise quiet.

Rhodes, bursts being'observed in the water east 
of the Mole and in the harbour area.

North Sea. 2 (a) Two mines have been detonated in the Inner

»
Channel 3 (a) EMPIRE JAVELIN, troopship, was torpedoed 20

Foreign Stations.

Mediterranean
Greece. 4. (a) Civilians are being evacuated by H.M.

Dodecanese 5. Ten Baltimores bombed shipping at Mandracchio,

/KUM^NOVO....
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Levant.

ftKUM^NOVO 
Yugoslav, 
Depot ship 
Loss.

Ceylon.

Sumatra.

Philippines
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28.12.194U.Thursday.
SITUATION REPORT.

Mediterranean - Contd.
6. Visit of French cruiser EMILE BERTIN to 
Beirut passed off without incident. French 
behaving with absolute correctness. Visit of 
British cruiser not now desired.

7. Loss reported due to bad weather off Malta. 
Loss of life as far as can be ascertained is only 
2. Later report states that vessel had engine 
room trouble east of Sicily.

East Indies.
8. Approval given to appointment of Major General 
(T/Lt. Gen) H. E. de R. Wetherall as C. in C.
Ceylon in succession to Admiral Sir Geoffrey 
Layton who has held the post since March 1942.

9. H.M. Submarine THULE on patrol off Penang 
attacked a Japanese U-boat with torpedoes - one 
hit seen amidships and U-boat believed sunk. 
Between l6th or 28th December she also sank by 
gunfire and ramming 20 junks and other small craf 
between Penang and Langkarvi.

Australia & New Zealand.
10. (a) Allied convoy in Central Mindanao was 
subjected to strongly pressed air attacks at noon 
today by 10 planes including 4 suicide dive 
bombers - one missed but the third hit merchant 
ships causing severe damage. Again at dusk 20-30 
planes of all types attacked for 90 minutes - one 
amphibious craft hit by torpedo.
(b) Last night 5 Mitchells attacking shipping off 
San Fernando (Sebu S.E.) hit one medium freighter 
causing fires and scoring near misses on another 
similar ship.
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Movements.

DIDO, Scapa arrival DIDO.
cruiser. (A.C.O.S. , 280130A to C. in C. Rosyth).

GLOIRE,
Fr. cruiser.

Your destination is changed to Brest.
On crossing 20° W. alter course for new positions 
E. U7.30 N., 10.02 W. F. U8. 20 N. , 05.30 W. 
thence to Brest.
(Plot (O.D.) 281125A to GLOIRE).

TRUMP,
TIPTOE,
submarines.

TRUMP and TIPTOE will be ready to leave Portsmouth 
11th January for Far East. Request rendezvous with 
suitable Gibraltar convoy may be signalled. 
(F.O.S.M. , 281127A to C. in C. W.A.)

KENT,
cruiser.

My 191l4-2ijA. Propose that the administration of 
KENT should be transferred to F.O.I.C. Greenock 
from 8th January 19k5»
(C. in C. H.F. , 28III46A to Admty).

Operations.

North Sea.
Administra- As from 0001 1st January administrative 
tive responsi- responsibility for all ports in France lying 
bility for opposite to the Portsmouth and Dover Commands will 
French Ports, be assumed by A. C. Dover.

2. Admiralty covering approval to this arrangemen 
is requested. My 211915 (not to F.O.B.A.A. or 
S.N.O.B.O.P. (F)) para. 1+ refers.
(A.N.C.X.F., 28105 5A to S.N.O.B.O.P.F. , Admty).

A. 898 Dec. 28th. Your 271530 para. 4* Consider 
suggested attacks by Coastal Command Forces on 
dispersed E-boats in Den Helder and Ijmuiden are 
not a practical proposition for the following 
reasons.
(A) Chances of finding E-boats dispersed in these 
anchorages considered negligible. Experience 
shows that during daylight E-boats tie up along
side or shelter in pens and would be virtually 
impossible attack.

(B) These anchorages are very heavily defended and could only 
be attacked in great strength if disproportionate losses are 
to be avoided.
(C) Sufficient forces for such attacks not now available as bulk 
of anti-shipping strike squadrons at present concentrated in 
Scotland for operations off Norwegian coast.
(H.Q.C.C. , 281100A to Air Ministry, Admty. S.H.A.E.F.)

Rebuttal 
of Air 
Ministry's 
suggestion 
for avoidance 
of bombing 
E-boat pens.

/Situation...
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HOME COMMANDS.

Operations.
North Sea - Contd.

Situation Cositintrep No.268 part. 1+.
Report. Discharge by sea - 21+ hour period ending 271600A

December.
British
Antwerp
Ostend
Boulogne
Dieppe
Caen
Calais
Ghent

Personnel

10
18
5

Vehicles
227
35

Stores 
(incl.coal) 

7,U90 
5,1+16
1,706

799
1,71+0

Bulk
Pol.
10771+3

1+1+3

Ammo
1,085
2,303

Total 33 262 17,151 11,186 3,388

U.S. North
Antwerp 2 — 12,869 - 525Cherbourg 1,603 531+ 7,161 9,1+91 2,817Le Havre l+,l+6l 331 l+,933 i+,672 1,755Rouen 838 21+3 3,951+ - 1+25
Granville •• 3,505

Total 6,901+ 1,108 32,1+22 11+, 163 5,522

U. S. South
Marseilles 257 1+8 18,932 6,137
Port De Bouc - - 1,552 1,163 -
Toulon — — 51+5

Total 257 1+8 21,029 1,163 6,137

Signed Eisenhower Cite S.H.G.D.S.
(A.N.C.X.F. , 2811+1+5A to Admty).

1+. Prisoners of War.
Total prisoners captured for 21+ hours to 21+21+00 December 873* 
Accumulative total since D-day: 800,071*
General.
Crack formations of two Panzer Armies (2 Panzer Divisions and 
1 S.S. Panzer Division) have been very severely mauled, each 
losing a Panzer Grenadier Regiment and great majority of tanks.
In both cases lack of petrol and lack of air support against 
Allied fighter bombers had a lot to do with debacle: large
elements were cut off and others finally retreated in something 
like panic.
Enemy not counter attacking at Bastogne, rather attempting to dig 
defence positions round salient. Undoubtedly appreciates its 
importance, and if no more attack in North does not succeed 
Fifth Panzer Army may be fbrced to withdraw.
Expected that enemy will stage attacks at other points. In Aac 
sector and in Holland suspicious activities pointing this way 
noticed in last few days.
(S.H.A.E.F. , 28181+5A to War Office).

/kidget...
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Operations.
North Sea - Contd.
Further to my 271542, para. 2, following from 
further interrogation in U.K.
Bibers of 26lst Flotilla supplemented by others 
of another Flotilla previously at Groningen were 
based before operation at the small basin at 

Poortershaven on north bank of the Maas two miles north west 
of Maasluis, map reference GSGS 4427 sheet 2NE 576769. Some 
under repair lay in concrete shelter with roof about seven feet 
thick at eastern end of basin. Others lay alongside jetty in 
the water. Others were stored with trailers under camouflage 
nearby.
(D.N.I. (839 ) 282017A to C. in C. Nore).
Comment: The above has been telephoned to N.L.0. Bomber Command.

War Diary.

Midget
U-boats.

Operations.
Channel.

Patrols. M.T.Bs. 750, 760 leave Portland 0800/28th patrol
area limits 01° 30’, 01° 54’ W., 50° 30', 50° 20*.
2. On arrival of CAISTOR CASTLE, KENILWORTH 
CASTLE about 1430 move to night patrol area 

limits 01° 50’, 02° 15’ W. 50° 20’, 50° 06‘.
3. Anti-Snort patrol from 1730 to 0830/29th.
4* M.T.B.752 join patrol when ready.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 280133A to M.T.B.F.66).

Further orders to my 272329 are as follows.
2. BRILLIANT, HOTHAM, VICTRIX, LA NANTAISE escort to Havre. 
BRILLIANT, HOTHAM on arrival return Portsmouth.
3. HARGOOD, SPRAGGE detach at 58 E buoy further orders follow.
4. CAISTBR CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE detach at G.l buoy further 
orders follow.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 280134A to BRILLIANT, HOTHAM, VICTRIX,
LA NANTAISE, 30th E.G.)

My 280134 on being ordered to detach by BRILLIANT proceed to areas limits given.
(2) HARGOOD, SPRAGGE anti-snort patrol 01° 00’, 01° 50’ W.
50° 20’, 50° 08’. HARGOOD north and SPRAGGE south of 50° 14'.
(3) CAIST0R CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE search centre section area 
X in my 271938.(C. in C. Portsmouth, 280135 to HARGOOD, SPRAGGE, CAISTflR 

CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE).
N.0.1.C. Campbeltown is requested to sail 14th E.G. on 

completion of training p.m. 29th to Milford Haven for fuel.
2. On completion of fuelling F.O.I.C. Milford Haven is requested 
to sail 14th E.G. as ordered by C. in C. Plymouth to relieve 21st 
E. G.
3. On relief, C. in C. Plymouth is requested to sail 21st E.G. 
to Belfast for long lay over.

(C. in C. W.A. , 281305 to F.O.I.Cs. Campbeltown, Milford 
Haven, C. in C. Plymouth).
Air Patrols. My 281728 Para. 12 not to all.

A. Night 28th/29th Patrol L.32 on long. 02° 15’ by Wellingtons. 
Day 29th Patrol on long. 02° 15' W. patrol 33 West of H Channel 
by Liberators. Patrol 5 - 8  between H Channel and Kansas Channel 
by Swordfish.
B. 838 Squadron RCN. 842 Squadron SXU.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 282359A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force
/EMPIRE...
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Operations.
Channel. - Contd.

EMPIRE 
JAVELIN, 

troopship, 
torpedoed 
20’ N.N.E. 
of Cape 
Barfleur.

MONOWAI torpedoed or rained in position 335° J 
buoy 2 miles.
(L’ESCARMOUCHE, 281*i40A to C. in C. Portsmouth) 
For MONOWAI read EMPIRE JAVELIN.
(L’ESCARMOUCHE 281447A to C. in C. W.A.)
Have sent MONOWAI ahead, request transport to 
take off EMPIRE JAVELIN 1500 troops. 
(L’ESCARMOUCHE 281500A to C. in C. Portsmouth). 
Your 281521. (not held inW.D.)
My P.C.S. 50° 18’ N. , 00° 54’ W . , l60° 15 E.T.A.

, 1645.
(S.O.E.G. 30, 281605 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Second explosion in EMPIRE JAVALIN who has sunk. Carrying 

out observant.
(S.O.E.G. 30, 281722 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
Believed all hands taken off EMPIRE JAVELIN except 6 

before second explosion being transferred to L.S.T. (I) 325. 
Carrying out "Scabbard”. Ship sank in position 50° 00.5’ N., 
01° 0*4.5’ W.

(S.O.E.G. 30, 281800 to C. in C. Portsmouth).
2nd explosion occurred as ship was sinking stern first 

it occurred right aft. At the time wreck was surrounded on 
three sides by escort and L.S.Ts. It is possible stern struck 
deep mine. L ’ESCARMOUCHE returning to Portsmouth damaged. 59 
survivors on board, 7 injured, 5 cot cases, h of which are 
serious. Remainder gone Le Havre in L.S.T. Correct position of 
wreck 50° 00’ 38” N., 01° 03’ 24” W. Ships in company LAUNCESTON 
CASTLE, KENILWORTH CASTLE, CAISTOR CASTLE, HARGOOD, SPRAGGE, 
CAVALIER.

(S.O.E.G. 30, 281859A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Operations.
West Coast France.

Patrol. P.C.S. at 2000A/28th 225° H e  D ’Yeu 2 miles
156° l4i knots. Fuel remaining 0800 28th 75$» 
Intend sweeping south during the night in 
accordance with your 271454 thence north to be at 

Sables D ’Olonne at 1200A/29th.
Creach Point Light operating with normal characteristics as 
in Admiralty list of Lights.
Permarch closed at 1200 28th but no communication established 
owing to poor visibility.
No traffic whatever, yet observed. Weather report 9070 3623. 
(BLYSKAWICA, 281804A. to C. in C. Plymouth).

Operations.
Western Approaches.

Patrols. If not in contact 6th E.G. proceed forthwith at
best speed to patrol area bounded by 52° 01’ N. , 
52° 20' N. , 10* 50’ W. , 12° 01’ W.
2. U-boats are estimated to be southbound.
(C. in C. W.A. , 281230A to S.O.E.G. 6).

/N. O.I.C....
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Operations.
Western Approaches.
N. 0.1.C. Larne is requested to sail 9th E. G. on 
completion of training p.m./30th to Belfast for 
fuel and embarkation of Air Ministry representative 
My 23121+3 not to all refers.
2. F. 0.1.C. N. I. is requested to sail 9th E. G. 

when ready to patrol off South West of Ireland (R). Detailed 
orders to 9th E. G. follow.
(C. in C. W.A. , 281301 to N.O.I.C. Larne, F. 0.1. C. N. I.)

6th Escort Group New Waterford operating south west of 
Ireland.
2nd E.G. LOCH RUTHVEN, 3 Frigates patrolling off West Irish 
Coast. Add to ray 281159*

(C. in C. W.A. , 2811+28A to Admty).

Patrols.
(contd).

U.S. escorts 
unaware of 
their W/T 
call signs.

In two recent incidents in Severn Area U. S. escorts 
were not aware of their individual W/T call signs 
as laid down in para. 23 S.P. 02535* Consequently 
signals made on local port wave using their call 
signs were disregarded, the ships taking note of 
signals made with delivery group call sign only. 
This may well have contributed to the sinking 

by collision of JAMAICA PLANTER yesterday.
(F.O.I.C. Cardiff, 281519A to Admty. Coranaveu, C. in C. Western 
Approaches, C. in C. Plymouth).

Your 281519* Request a full report in writing of the 
incidents referred to may be forwarded stating 
[A) Names of U.S. Escorts. Escorts concerned.

Actual call signs by which they were called.
Frequency.
Times (Local) when they were called.
Actual ’’Delivery Group” call signs to which you state the 

ships responded.
(F) The manner in which the failures in communications referred 
to contributed to the sinking by collision of JAMAICA PLANTER.

(C. in C. W.A. , 2823U2A to F.O.I.C. Cardiff).

,B
C

(D
,E

Servicing 
of Western 
Approaches 
M. Ls.

It is intended that the 1+ M.Ls. to be transferred 
to Western Approaches, vide A.M. 191325 should 
be operated and maintained at Londonderry. Major 
overhauls, slipping and engine changing will be 
carried out at Larne.
2. Request confirmation that a half Flotilla 
Maintenance Staff will accompany the 1+ M.Ls. from 

This party will be required at Londonderry when thePortsmouth.
M.Ls. arrive.
3. In addition request:-
(A) 1 Coastal Forces Engineer Officer may be appointed forthwith 
to FERRET for duty with Coastal Forces, and
(B) 1 H.S. D. and 8 S.D.S. may be drafted to FERRET for duty with 
the 1+ M.Ls. of the 18th Flotilla in view of their forthcoming 
operational duties.
(C. in C. W.A. , 281719A to Admty).

/Possible....
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Operations.
Western Approaches. - Contd.
Am searching from farthest on position to 
Southward towards position of attack by aircraft 
LRCW 25* If* unproductive propose to do Gamma 
patrol between position 52° 32* N., 10° 06* W. 
and 52° 51’ N. , 11° 20’ W. co-ordinate with 

E.G. 6 patrol in your 281732. Average. Suitable. Weather report 
9090 3163.
(S.0.E.G.2, 281832A to S.0.E.G.6).

Operations.
Norway.

Patrol Arrival VENTURER.
(S.O. S/M Lerwick, 281729A to Admty. A.C.O.S.) 
VENTURER reports (l) No shipping sighted other 
than 4 small coasters some patrol boats and 

hospital ship probably MONTE ROSA.
Very poor visibility experienced.
(S.O. SAl Lerwick, 28181*0 to P.O.S.M.)

Possible
U-boat
off Blaskets.

Operations.
Northern Waters.

In re At further meetings with D. C.N. S. the handing over
U.250 of drawings, documents etc., relating to U.250

was refused as the higher authority had not yet 
given decision on release. Para. 2 my 210946 
refers.

2. With regard to torpedo full co-operation promised but
D. C. N. S. stated that visiting specialists would only deal with 
torpedo.
3. As in the case of the documents etc., the same higher 
authority had not yet given permission for examination of U-boat 
and remaining equipment,who this higher authority is I was unable 
to ascertain, questions on that subject being evaded, but I was 
informed that the whole matter is now out of the hands of the 
Soviet Naval Staff.
5. I have requested urgently for the release of the documents 
etc., ex U. 250 pointing out short time factor to catch next 
mail. I have also asked for wider facilities for visiting party. 
D.C.N.S. said he would represent these requests at once.
6. Re details of visiting party for the information of the 
Soviet Naval Staff.
(Adm. Archer, 281525A to Admty).

Patrols. If not in contact establish Gamma between 58° 52’
N., and 58° 22’ N., on meridian 02° 24* W. by 
2200A today Thursday.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 281843A to PASLEY).

Prom recent A. S.V. contacts and visual sightings it is 
apparent that U-boats are on patrol in the immediate vicinity 
of the Orkneys.2. R.A. (D) H.P. is requested to operate available destroyers for 
about 24 hours starting a.m. 30th December on an anti- U-boat

/search...
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Operations.
Northern Waters.
search in the area enclosed by the following 
longitudes and parallels.
59° 05' 58° 30’ N., 0U° 23’, 02° 01* W.3. The objects of search are to harass and 

destroy U-boats. From time to time even if no contacts are 
obtained depth charges should be dropped to create the impression 
of intense A/S measures in area.
U. S. 0. N.A. S. Orkney is requested to arrange for a maximum air 
effort in this area during daylight hours on 30th December.
5. C. in C. Rosyth is requested to inform R. A. (D) H. F. of air 
patrols by 18 Group that may effect this operation.
(C. in C. H.F. , 2822U8A to R.A.D.'H.F., C. in C. Rosyth,

S. 0. N. A. S. Orkney) •

Patrols. 
(contd)•

Following is N. 0.1.C. Lerwick’s 281921 to 
A.C.0.S. Repeated C. in C. Rosyth. Begins:- 
C. in C. Rosyth’s 251305A. Interim.
1. Consider M.F.V. STADTKAV unfit to proceed on 
projected operation since.
(a ) Main engine requires overhaul, renewal of 

gudgeon pin, and adjustment of reverse gear.
(B) Entire electrical installation is in very bad condition and 
batteries require renewal.
(C) Extensive deck leaks require repair.
2. This M. F. V. can be made fit to sail to mainland but full 
repairs are beyond resources of Lerwick.
3. Remaining M.F.Vs. have numerous minor defects. All are in 
hand and should be completed by p.m. 1st January.
U. Communications.
(A) (i) All W/F sets were wrongly tuned, (ii) All telegraphists 
are very inexperienced and failed to realise that sets were out o 
tune.
(B) Intensive instruction is being given and sets have been 
retuned.
5. Further signal will be made when firm date for sailing can be 
forecast.
6. Request instructions as to M. F. V. STADTHAV. Ends.
2. N.O.I.C. Berwick is being requested to sail M. F.V. STADTHAV 
to Peterhead when made fit for sea, but not to sail remaining
3 M.F. Vs. of ’'Interim" without C. in C. H. F ’s approval.
3. Investigation into state of all ships prior to sailing is 
being carried out,
(C. in C. Rosyth, 282255A to Admty. C. in C. H.F. , A.C.O.S.,
N.0.1.Cs. Aberdeen, Lerwick).

Mining.

Mining Following has been received from N.A. Stockholmresults in begins:-
Norway. "Addressed Admiralty. Mining results Norway,

Oslo Fjord mid-December. See my 081034.
Following results minelaying of December 13th are 
reported:

Norwegian 
M.F. Vs. 
for Kola.

/I•  •  •

/
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Mining.

1. Horton, (a ) Inner Harbour w il l  be closed  
fo r  2 weeks from date o f  mining.
3. 3 mines dropped 1+0 to 50 metres East o f  Canal
bridge beside Canal.
( c )  Mines dropped 150 metres southwest o f  Canal 
behind sports ground.
(d ) German barrack huts demolished and Norwegian 

V il la  damaged at Apenes.
(e ) Mines dropped c lo se  to House o f  representatives sea mines on 
Osteya.
( f )  2 mines dropped c lose  to  sabotaged destroyer. Divers 
refused to  go down.
(g ) Moss/Horton Perry stopped up to  December 19th.
2. Moss. 750 troops w ith equipment w aiting in  Moss to embark 
December 13th had to  be sent December ll+th to Larvik v ia  Oslo 
as Moss was closed  by mines.
3. Vaerlebukta. 1,000 tons Finnish Vessel mined minesweepers 
damaged 5 mines exploded a l l  December ll+th.
4. Langgrwnnen. Horten. Closed fo r  shipping up to  December 19th 
Was swept December l6 th  but no mines exploded. B.2 repeat B .2. 
231304.
N. I.D . Comment: Mines la id  in  Oslo Fjord night 13/ll+th D ec."
Ends.
(D. o f  Torpedoes and Mining, 281232A to  VERNON M).

Mining 
re su lts  in  
Norway.
( con td ).

S itu ation  Your 252331A and your 262242A. 1+ laps swept
Report. today in G form ation to  depth o f  6 fathoms to

northward o f  centre l in e  o f  area.
2. 2 new GR type mines cut and sunk in  p o s it io n

51° 23' N ., 02° 32 ' 6" E. and 51° 23' 2" N ., 02° 32 ' 7” E.
3. Limit o f  areas now cleared are as fo llo w s :

1A) 51° 22’ 8" N. , 02° 27' 5" E.
B) 51° 23’ N. , 02° 31’ E.

C) 51° 23’ 2" N. , 02° 34' E.
D) 51° 21’ 5” N. , 02° 34 ' E.
E) 51° 21' 3" N. , 02° 31 ’ E.
F) 51° 21’ 4” N. , 02° 27 ’ 5" E.

Dan buoys remaining mark North and South lim its .
4. Dan buoys marking approximately p o s it io n  o f  N. F. 5 buoy 
r e l i t  in  accordance with your 281300A.
5. F lo t i l la s  anddanlayers returning Margate Roads. 
(S .0 .M .S .F .42 , 281825 to C. in  C. Nore).

(2 ) Magnetic mines, one red , one b lue, detonated inner 
Zeebrugge Channel today, M.F.V. 1075 L.A.A. sweep.

(N .0 .1.C. Zeebrugge, 282011A to  Com. B elg ).
Enemy In te llig e n c e .

Recent German M ilita ry  Transports arriving Denmark 
from Norway.
My 231327 fo llow in g  transport movements have been 
reported from Aarhus.
1. DONAU and ISAR arrived  Aarhus from Norway 
2200 December 10th with SS. troop s . Further 

d e ta ils  not a va ila b le  as load ing  and unloading took place at 
n ight. They l e f t  Aarhus again fo r  Norway 1500 December 12th.
2. MOLTJEFELS, WINRICH VON KNIPR0DE,SUDERAU and ROLANDSECK 
arrived Aarhus in  convoy from Norway 1000 December 11th with 
fo llow in g  tro o p s : -

/ ( A ) . . .

Geraan
transport
movements.
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Enemy Intelligence.
(A) S. S. troops. Regimental Staff Panzer 
Grenadiers. Detachment Panzer troops. Staff 
Artillery Detachment F.P. Number 311+19* Gun 
battery marked with letters F. F. U. and J. Severa 
Infantry Companies. One Pioneer Company. One 
other Company. Motor and horse transport 
including staff cars marked with Eidelweiss in 
circle.

(B) W.H. troops. Regimental Starf 322 (K) and Second Infantry 
Battalion. MOLTJEFELS, SUDERAU and ROLANDSECK left Aarhus again 
0300 December 12th for Norway in ballast. See also my Top 
Secret 131804 (D).
3. Convoy of DONAU^ISAR and SUDERAU arrived Aarhus 1000 December 
16th. Second convoy consisting of MOLTJEFELS and ROLANDSECK 
arrived same day at 2200. Following troops were disembarked:
(A) S. S. troops. One Divisional Staff. One Infantry Regiment. 
One Artillery Detachment Number II. One Artillery Detachment 
Number I or IV. One A.A. Detachment.
B) W.H. troops. One Infantry Battalion F.P. Number 27127.
Cj W.L. troops. About 4 Companies G.A.F. DONAU and ISAR left 
again for Norway p.m. December 17th.
4. Comment. My 161829 of December.
Tonnage employed in withdrawal of military from Oslo ports to 
Denmark which amount to about 6 medium transports of 40,500 
tons and 3 fast transports of 8,000 tons at end November increased 
during first 18 days of December and is now estimated as follows:
(A) 8 medium troop transports totalling 47*000 tons.
(B) 4 fast troop transports totalling 11000 tons.
(c; At least 4 vessels totalling 18,000 tons employed shipping 
motor transport and other military material from Oslo ports.
B# 2m
(N. A. Stockholm, 281714 to Admty).
N.I.D. Comment. Shipping movements believed correct Para. 4. 
Transport tonnage approximately correct for the period but ton
nage in (C) seems high for the number of vessels given.

German 
transport 
movements, 
(contd).

Port Facilities.
Rouen, Cositintrep No.268. Part II Naval.
Ghent. 1. Rouen. Due to continuous shifting of channel

over bar in Seine Estuary, draught of ships 
acceptable at Rouen has been reduced over past 

weeks. It is now 5 feet less than height of high water.
2. Ghent. Reference Cositintrep No. 262 Part II for ”10 at I V 7" 
read "10 at 22 feet”.
(A. N. C. X. F. , 282355A to Admty) .

Casualties & Defects.
LEOPOLDVILLE At 1754 on 24th in position 49*45* 20 N. , 01.34 W.

SS. LEOPOLDVILLE was damaged well aft starboard 
side by underwater explosion. Ship sank at 2030. 
About 36 small craft from Cherbourg assisted in 

rescue. Personnel figures follow. U. S. A m y  personnel alive 
11+33, dead 261+, unaccounted for 538. Total 2235*
Crew alive 220, unaccounted for 17. Total 237* Escorted by 
four Destroyers one of which reports torpedo track seen and heard 
Negative results search. Several contacts made. Hedgehog

/attack...
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Casualties & Defects.
attack on 1 H. E. contact brought oil to surface. 
Submarines may be operating from Alderney 
Sanctuary and homed on channel shipping by Radar. 
Coaster SLEMISH sunk on 23rd and escorts AFFLECK 
and CAPEL damaged and sunk on 25th. All in same 

general area as transport. One officer of LEOPOLDVILLE reported 
flame accompanied explosion and that concussion occurred outside 
ship with smell of sulphur in air. However, no other evidence 
of mine, and torpedo considered probable cause of explosion. 
(Com. 12th Fleet, 281731 to Cominch).

?M. F. V.L. 1 Regret to state M. F. V. L.l sunk in position approx 
50° 29.9 N., 3° 23.8 W. at 1300 today.
TIRADE will be standing by position tomorrow 29th. 
Request search may be made as soon as convenient 

to establish exact position. Submit that Asdic search might be 
effective. White Barrieo buoy has been laid in position stated. 
(MOUNT STEWART 281926 to N.O.I.C. Dartmouth).

War Diary.

LEOPOLDVILLE
(contd).

Shipping & Convoys.
RUYS Arrangements should be made for RUYS to be sailed

from Clyde to embark in Belfast p.m. on 6th 
Jan. approximately 2700 military personnel for 
Liverpool.

2. This vessel will then be used for the movement from Liverpool 
to Belfast of approximately 12,000 German Prisoners of War.
(D. of S. T. , 280001A to P.S.T.Os. Clyde, N.W. Ports, Belfast).

B. T.C. A.M. 271303 concur.
convoys. (V. A. Dover, 281210A to Admty) .

Ref. A.M. 271303 and F.O.C. Dover 281220 neither 
to C. in C. W.A. or N.O.I.C. Ramsgate. Request 
B.T.C. convoys be sailed direct to the Downs - 

anchoring and proceed as ordered by N.O.I.C. Ramsgate to arrive 
Thames 1530.
2. Joiners from Isle of Wight area will leave St. Helens 0730 
to rendezvous at F -buoy 0915*
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 281923A to Admty).

A.M. 102056 November and your 291945 November.
As a result of the limitations imposed by the 
silting of the channel in the approaches to 
Southampton which would result in a 25% reduction 
in the number of voyages each ship could make over 
a given period, it has been decided that the 
QUEENS should continue to use the Clyde as their 

terminal port in U. K. at any rate for the present.
2. It is considered that steps should be taken to put in hand 
the dredging of the approach channel at an early date. D. of 
S.T. is taking this up with the appropriate authorities.
3. It is unlikely that these ships will use Southampton before 
next summer.
(A.C.N.S. (H), 281540A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

QUEENS 
ELIZABETH 
and MARY 
to continue 
to Clyde.

/U. R/R. U...
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U. R/R. U. 
convoys.

Shipping & Convoys - Contd.
U. R/R.U. convoys will sail to and from Belfast 
East Coast ships to join and leave at Loch Ewe. 
as from 7th Jan. 1945. A.Ms. 141656, para. 2 (E) 
and 251630 refer.
(D.T.D. , 281901A to Cs. in C. W.A. , H. F. Rosyth).



MOST SECRET

674

War Diary
FOREIGN STATIONS

28.12.19U4.Thursday.

North Atlantic
S.B.N.O. Azores 271214 not to C. in C. Med.
Intend HAARLEM proceed to U.K. for refit if ship 
capable of steaming.
(2) LORD HOTHAM will be sailed to Azores as soon as 

boiler cleaning completed approx. 1st Jan.
(3) The shortage of trawlers at Gibraltar and in Azores is 
becoming serious.
4) Azores require 8 trawlers in order to meet their commitments. 
F.O.G.M.A., 281149 to Admty., (R) S.B.N.O. Azores).

HAARLEM 
defects.

BIDEFORD and My 271436 it is now intended that BIDEFORD and
ODZANI. ODZANI proceed in company to U.K. sailing p.m. 31st

December while FOWEY, GUARDSMAN, NORTHERN PRIDE, 
and MADELAINE proceed as escort to M.K.S.74. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 281217A to C. in C.W.A.).

In view of heavy load on all U.K. refitting ports, 
request you will carry out necessary repairs to 
HAARLEM. S.B.N.O. Azores 271214.
(D.O.D.(F), 281220A to F.O.G.M.A., Info. S.B.N.O. 
Azores).

Comply with A.M. 281220. Cancel my 281725.
(F.O.G.M.A., 282309A to S.B.N.O. Azores, Info. Admty.).

A/S Request you (?take) E.G.41 and E.G.38 under your
search. orders and carry out combined A/S search of

following area:-
east of 007° 10' W. between the coast and 035° N.

(2) Ships to patrol:-
(a) By day at Asdic distance apart. (B) By night Asdic or 
Radar distance depending upon suitability for Schnorkel.
(3) If not in contact 5th E.G. is to leave patrol so as to 
arrive Gibraltar at 1200A December 30th.
(4) When 5th E.G. parts company patrols will be re-organised. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 281501A to E.G.5.).

HAARLEM
repairs.

Appian Appian Flight C as in F.O.I.C. Falmouth’s 211307
Landing (L.C.Q. 391 (S.O. L.C.) L.C.T.(4) 1102, 1105,
Craft. etc.) have arrived escorted by GUARDSMAN, NOR

THERN PRIDE, WOODCOCK, LADY MADELEINE. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 281635Z to Admty. etc.).

South Atlantic
CANTON. Urgently request report on earliest date CANTON

can definitely sail from Capetown embarked with 
Service Personnel for the U.K.

/(2)...
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CANTON (Contd.)

South Atlantic
(2) It is probable that if she cannot sail by Jan 
22nd she will be delayed by 40 days.
(D.S.T., 280040A to P.S.T.O. South Africa, (R)C. in C.S.A.).

Merchant
ship
signals.

In view of pending change in Rio de Janeiro 
intelligence area propose to instruct B.R.L.O. 
Beunos Aires to originate such signals as 
mentioned in your 031705 December for sailings
from River Plate ports; B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro 

to continue to originate those for sailings from Brazil ports. 
(B.N.S.O. Rio de Janeiro, 281728Z to Admty.).

CROCUS. My 271423 (N.T. in W.R.). Delay in completion 
of CROCUS will prevent her sailing in accordance 
with my 271303 Comar Dakar 271805 not to all
addressees refers.

Comar Dakar is requested to sail CROCUS to Gibraltar as early as 
possible.
(F.O.C.V/.Af•, 281905Z to Comar Dakar, P.O.G.M.A.).
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Mediterranean

AJAX
Greece.

I t  is  o f f i c i a l l y  announced that during th e ir  v i s i t  
to  Greece, the Prime M in ister and Mr Eden stayed 
on board the cru iser  AJAX, Captain J.W. Cuthbert, 
f ly in g  the f la g  o f  Rear Admiral J.M .M ansfield.
The prelim inary meeting with the Archbishop o f 
Athens was held on board H.M.S. AJAX.
(The Times, 30.12.1944)

Human
Torpedo
Mentone.

Ref. WOOLSEY 191902A December to  Comlanfor not to  
C. in C. Med. Small submarine or  human torpedo 
reported captured Menton Harbour.
Inform ation requested whether th is  is  midget S/M 
or human torpedo. I f  la t t e r  has i t  any additions 
to  permit d iving.
(D.T.M. 281530A to  C. in C. Med.) C. in C. Med’ s 
Reply 041129A.

A.S. Trawlers. S a iled  H.M.T. STELLA CARINA, REEJKTON WYKE,
KING SOL, MAN-0-WAR. My 271540 re fe rs .
V essels hold S.P.02358 and ’’Q” Messages fo r  West 
Coast Portsmouth to Cape Wrath la s t  series  
numbers H (G) 680 L.67 X.1479 Y 537 S.657.
(From F.O.G.M.A-. 281605A to C. in C. Plymouth)

ERLANGEN Reference A.M. 192238. Concur. Route from
route. G ulf o f  Genoa should be through:

(A) 044 degs. N. 009 degs. E.
(B) 040 degs. N. 005 degs. S.
(C) 037 degs. N. 000 degs. and thence d ir e c t  to

G ib ra ltar  fo r  onward routeing by F.O.G.M.A. Return passage
should be made by reverse route.
(C. in C* Med. 281740A to  Admty, In fo : F.O.W.M., F.O.G.M .A., 
B.N.A. Lisbon, F.G.N.A.M.)

Preveza H.M.S. BRUISER sa iled  at 1700 to-day by inshore
Evacuation. route carrying fo r  Corfu approx. 40 veh ic les  300

o f  11th Greek b a tta lion  and 300 c iv i l ia n s .  E.T.A. 
2200 to-day . She should be sa iled  to  Preveza 
a fte r  unloading.

(2 ) M .L.1023 sa iled  at 1715 escortin g  caiques. S.T.A. 0730 
tomorrow. She should return to Preveza on a rr iv a l.
(Coprev, 281757B to G.3. THEMISTOCLES)

Leghorn Your 212103/ Specimen sent by A.T.C. A/C
Specimen. N o.9207 Trip  N o.2 on 24th December, package

N o.8/18561.
(C. in  C. Med. 281805A to Admty.)
/  Request specimen o f  each type o f  fuze and 
sabotage charge be sent VERNON.

Paxos
Baid.

Paxos Island has been raided la s t  night by E.L.A.S 
which disarmed p o lic e  and took with them one 
o f f i c e r .  M ilita ry  Commandant is  sending there 
250 troops as garrison , in 4 caiques with the

/approval .••
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Mediterranean
Paxos Approval of Hutchison and A.M.M. Your approval
Said. if I can use one of the M.L.O* arriving as per
(Contd.) your 281447 to cover the operation.

(TH2MIST0CLES G.S. 281831B to Coprev)

F.X.75466 cipher 28th December, 281243.
Cite F.H.G.C.T. Signed Alexander.
Greece. Fighting was on a reduced scale in the 
Athens/piraeus area during 27th December.
Further progress has been made in Athens between 
the Acropolis and the Athens/piraeus Road and 

this area is virtually clear.
A small E.L.A.S. attack on Kalamaki Airfield, 5 miles South of 
Athens, was replused.
(A.F.H.Q. No T.0.0. 28th)

Cositintrep 
No.537 
Part IV.

French 
visit to 
Beirut.

SAVORGNAN 
DE BRAZZA.

Guard. British Minister in Beirut considers that 
as the visit of F.S. EMILE BSRTIN went off so 
quietly and Auboyneau behaved so correctly it 
would be advisable not to send a British cruiser 
to Beirut for about a month. In view of this 
do not intend to send H.M.S. NEWFOUNDLAND.
Your 261226 not to 3.N.O. Levant or N.O.I.C. 
Beirut.
(F.O.L.E.M. 281908B to C. in C. Med.)

F.O.W.M’s 271226. Provided ship is seaworthy 
she should operate as an Escort under PREMAR III 
until decision re refit is made. My 141132 
para.3.
(C. in C. Med, 281920A to F.O.N.A.M, (R) B.A.D. 
Washington, Admty. F.O.W.M.)

Dardanelles Intend to operate up to 16 ships in approaches to 
Minesweepers. Dardanelles tomorrow Friday and daily weather

permitting. Whole or part of force to use 
Bashika Bay at night.
(2) F.O.L.E.M. pass to B.N.A. Ankara.
(3) U.S. Naval Attache can be (corrupt group) at 
any time.
(S.O. M/S Flot.5, 281921 to F.O.L.E.M.)

Greek Essential that E.T.A. of L.S.T.76 and 12 be
evacuation. passed me at once as lack of this information

prejudices plan military evacuation. Situation 
rapidly deteriorating and may require considerable 
British gun support.
(Coprev in H.M.S. BICESTER, 281947B to 3.B.N.O. 
Greece)

/Situation ..
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Gulf of Genoa. Allied destroyers continuing to 
carry out periodical bombardments with success 
near Franco Italian border.
(2) Sicily. R.Y.N.S. KUMANOVfl had engine trouble 
east of Sicily and has sunk. 46 missing but 
report from one of the ships which stood by not

yet available.
(3) Greece. At Piraeus all is quiet except for shelling of 
naval establishments. For first time since hostilities started 
a ship has berthed and discharged at Goal Quay evacuation
of Civilians from Preveza continues. At Mitylene where H.M.S. 
SIRIUS is standing by general strike continues and hostile mob 
throngs quay and is barricading streets. E.L.A.S. reinforce
ments have arrived at Skiathos. Greek ship FRED is now beached 
in, harbour there. Further attempt has been made to refloat 
S3’. CHISWICK at Salonika. H.M.Trawler UNDA is aground at Mudros. 
All quiet at Kavalla.
(4) Crete. Labour demonstration at Heraklion cancelled.
Tension has eased considerably.
(C. in C. Med. 282038 Admty etc.)

War Diary

Situation 
Report 
No.519.

French Visit of M I L S  BERTIN to Beirut passed off without
visit to incident, French behaving with absolute
Beirut. correctness. Visit of British cruiser is not

now desired.
(P.A.S.(L), 282309A to C. in C. Med. Info: F.O. 
L.E.M. )

Duke of Port Said 28th Dec. Arrivals EURYALUS, URCHIN,
Gloucester. ULSTER, M.F.A. BRITISH DUCHESS, THORSHAVN, 

GULFPOINT.
Departures EURYALUS, URCHIN, H.M.S. ULSTER,
S/M. SEADOG, M.F.A. DAVID HOMES, GULFPOINT. 
(N.O.I.C.Port Said, 282359B to Admty. etc.)
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East Indies.
U-Boat Area C.B.2. S.S. CAPE LAMBERT reported sighting
dispositions, submarine on the port bow at 0250 F.G.27th in 

position 005° *+8' N. 081° 50* E. (?increase) 
scale to Y.UP.
(C. in C.E.I.S.>280430Z to S. and A. E.I. Station).

STOIC. STOIC leaving Trincomalee for U.K. 31st D6c.
(S.O. (S/Ms.) E.I. Station, 28050i+Z to F.O. S/M.).

Force 61. The following units will form Force 61 as from
1200 F.G.28th December. NEWCASTLE (F.O. Force 
61). H.M.S. QUEEN ELIZABETH, H.M.S. KENYA,
H.M.S. NIGERIA, H.M.S. PHOEBE, H.M.S. PATHFINDER, 

H.M.S. RAPID, H.M.S. READER, H.M.S. FLAMINGO, H.M.I.S. KISINA, 
H.M.S. AMEER carrying 801+ Fighter Squadron.
(2) V.A.3 will continue wearing his flag in H.M.S. QUEEN 
ELIZABETH for the present. Further signal will be made.
(3) Appropriate authorities are to inform ships concerned.
I k )  My 0701+37 December refers.
(C. in C.E.I•, 280520 to Admiralty).

LEWES. LEWES. Your 19211+9 (N.T. in W.D.) not to all
refers. Ship proved satisfactory working in 
South Africa and should be suitable for 
employment from Sydney (N.S.W.). Propose to sail 
her with B.P.F. train.
(C. in C.E.Is., 280812Z to Admty.).

C. in C. Cossea 183* 0.Z.7571 28th Dec*
Ceylon. Following for Admiral Mountbatten from Chiefs of

Staff.
Approval is given to the appointment of Maj.

Gen. (T/Lt. Gen.) H.E. de R Wetherall as C. in C. Ceylon on 
relinquishment of appointment by Adm. Sir Geoffrey Layton. 
Report date assumption. Retains temporary rank Lt. Gen. 
(A.M.S.S.O., 281250Z to S.A.C.S.E.A., (R) C. in C. India, Info. 
C. in C. Ceylon).

Troop Sailing of C.1+ troop ships direct between
transport. Australia and Calcutta omitting any calls at

Colombo would increase escort cycle of boats by 
(?3) days over that obtained for service between 
Australia and Bombay by P.2 class troop ships 
(causes).

(2) Owing to this increase in escort cycle time interval between 
sailing of Calcutta bound ships and next succeeding ship for 
Australia' (?whether) bound for Calcutta or Bombay must be 
increased to 23 days. A Calcutta ship could however be accepted 
20 days after the sailing of a Bombay ship.

/(3)-••
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Troop (3) Should these ships call at Colombo for
transport Australia and New Zealand troops, ship cycle in
(Contd.) para.2 would be increased to 26 days plus the

length of time C.U troop ship had to wait for 
K.M.F. ships.
(U) Transhipment in Bombay, or failing that 

embarkation at Calcutta is therefore most strongly urged.
(3) Cruiser escort hitherto always afforded to ships with a 
large number of Australians. New Zealand personnel embarking 
cannot be afforded more than once every UO to 50 days.
(C. in C.E.I.S., 2816U6Z to Admty. etc.).
See B.A.D. 022015Z to C. in C. E.I.

I
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America and West Indies

U.S.3/M New York, Dec. 28th. The Navy Department
missing. announced to-day that the S/M SEAWOLF is overdue

from patrol and is presumed to be missing. The 
S/M> a 1,500 ton vessel commissioned in 1939, 
was commanded by Lieutenant-Commander Albert M. 

Bontiec She normally carried a crew of 62.
(The Times 29.12.1944)

No report since my 262201.
(A) (l) Liberator P/10 sights surfaced U-Boat 
which submerged in 43.24 N. 47.38 W. at 113l/27th. 
(D) (1) E.G.27 makes four attacks on bottomed 
contact probably wreck in 43.28 N. 60.55 W. before 
1045/27th (all times Z).
(2) U.S.C.G. EMPORIA obtains Radar followed by 

sound contact in 48.50 N. 49.30 W. at 0025/27th, makes attack 
at 0115.
(N.S.H.Q.Ottawa, 281006Z to Adraty. Cominch)

S M  attack 
and
sighting
summary.

U-Boat Estimates.
dispositions. (N.S.H.Q. 281351Z, Cominch 281603Z)

NELSON. Your 241312 (not to all). NELSON will not be
ready to leave Philadelphia until 12th January 
earliest. She could therefore be included in 
C.U.55 arriving in U.K. 29th January.

(2) Admty. is requested to state if delayed docking thus 
imposed can be accepted or if special arrangements are to be 
made towards providing an escort to enable her to sail indepen- 
ent of convoy. Unlikely that U.S.N. could provide Escort.
(3) N.S.H.Q. is requested to comment on possibility of providing 
Escort from Philadelphia to U.K. on or about 12th January.
(4) A separate signal will be made in answer to your para.3. 
(B.A.D. 281555Z as amended 291401Z. to Admty.) Reply from 
N.S.H.Q. 291801Z.

E.G.25. C.N.M.O.271724 / being passed. Request you will
report when it will be possible to allocate 
another Frigate to E.G.25 in lieu of JOLIETTE. 
(N.S.H.Q. 281701Z to C. in C. C.N.A.)
/ Requesting information if it is intended to 
allocate another frigate to E.G.25.

T.G.60.4. T.G.60.4 hereby constituted Capt. Markham in
PHELPS, DAVISON, CALCATERRA, CHAMBERS, MERRILL. 
Escort U.G.S.67 departing New York and Hampton 
Roads 7-8 January to Gibraltar escorts then to 

Oran. Return escorting G.U.S.69 when directed by C. in C. 
Mediterranean. PHELPS pass to Captain Markham for action. 
CHIWAWA Bermuda station tanker MATTAPONI Eastern terminus A 0 
until 31st January, then Chemung.
(Cinclant, 281914Z to PHELPS)

/ S/M..
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S/M Attacks Para.(c) 271851Z surface craft Radar contact 43.49 
and sighing N. 62.03 W.

HAYTER will join later. When prudent low limit endurance 
reached proceed with group to Horta Azores and refuel. 
(Cinclant, 282029Z to Comtaskunit 27.1.1)

N.S.H.Q. (l) Doubtful Asdic contact attacked twice with
S/M attack H/H KIRKLAND TAKE in 44.12 N. 63.17 W. at 0148Z/
and sighting 28th. 3 H/H explosive.

described at this time as one battleship, one heavy cruiser, one 
light cruiser, 4 destroyers. Probably same force simply 
described as 6 ships contacted again night hours later 100 miles 
nearer Camranh Bay still headed West. Air Force^ reports 
additional enemy surface force off West Coast Mirfpro night 
26th/27th probably involving 4 - 6  merchant ships and 5 - 7  
escort apparently attempting counter landing. If sny such 
landing achieved believe only minor forces involved as land 
forces on Mindoro report Nil change ground situation. Nil 
evidence enemy landing and nil enemy movement reported by patrols 
or natives beyond our perimeter. Enemy bombardment destroyed 
one discharged liberty ship but caused extremely light damage 
and casualties on shore. P.T. boat attacks on enemy surface 
force were unsuccessful but attacks by Navy Mariners and 
Catalinas throughout night by Mitchells and Fighter Bombers from 
Leyte and Mindoro until midnight, set three merchant ships on 
fire, sank two destroyers, damaged battleship.(15) Liberator attacked and damaged lone Sea truck off South u-as 
Celebes noon 26th while another searcher bombed, straffed 3 
Coastal craft off Southern Boqroe Island sinking one (?ship, 
group missing).

Summary. (Cominch, 281957 to Admty, for O.I.C.)

A/S Search. Discontinue present search proceed Argentia with
your group less HAYTER when replenished proceed 
to Ladea about 500 miles North of Azores as 
given Cominch 271530 not to all and sink S/M.

summary
Para.C.

(2) C.T.U. 27.11 reports disappearing Radar con
tact in 43.49 N. 62.03 W. at 185lZ/27th. 
(N.S.H.Q. 282212 to Admty. Cominch)

Australia and New Zealand
Digest
1072
Dec. 27th Mindoro reported Digest 1071 para. 4. this Force 

tracked during withdrawal across China Sea until 
mid-afternoon nearly 300 miles West of Mindoro

4) December 27th.
4) Reference Navy (Enemy) T.G. bombardment

course 230 degs. speed 20 knots. Units involved

/ (16)
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Australia and New Zealand
(16) Liberator patrolling Molukka sea afternoon 
27th bombed solitary Sea truck anchored Soea 
Islands leaving same sinking.
(17) Two Liberators searching Northeast Borneo 
morning 26th attacked and damaged 2 small merchant 
ships off Tarakan and straffed Ankharm there.

(19) 2 Mitchells swept Vogelcop Coastline 26th sinking one 
armoured barge off Waigeo Island.
(G.H.Q. S.W.P.A. 281C46Z)

Digest
1072
Dec. 27th.

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN
S/M attack 
and
sighting
summary.

For 24 hours to 0900Z/28th December.
(A) (1) At 1040Z/27th Dec. E.G.C.3, escorting 
H.X.327 attacked U-Boat in 46 degs. 25' N. 36 
degs. 3 6 ’ W.
(2) At 0615Z/28th Dec. A/C reported U-Boat on 
surface, Co. 180 degs. in 53 degs. 1 2 ’ N. 11
degs. 5 6 ’ W.

(B) (1) At 1050Z/27th Dec. E.G.31 was continuing attack on 
contact gained at 1745Z/26th Dec. in lat. 56 degs. 10’ N. 07 
degs. 12’ W.
(2) At 0930Z/27th Dec. A/C E/282 sighted Snort in 50 degs. 28' 
N. 07 degs. 53' W.
(C) (1) At 0850Z/27th Dec. M.A.C. A/C of 0.N.274 sighted and 
attacked periscope in 48 degs. 2 8 ’ N. 13 degs. 55' W.
(2) At 1515Z/27th Dec. Portsmouth had unidentified Radar course 
340 degs. in 49 degs. 44' N. 02 degs. 0 8 ’ W.
(3) At l2l0Z/27th Dec. A/C D/331 obtained ASV contact in 
58 degs. 28' N. 01 degs. 40' W.
(D.D.I.C. 281115 to Cominch, N.S.H.Q.)

U-Boat Estimates.
dispositions. (D.D.I.C. 281349A and 281355A)
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SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands
(1) A further attack with armour is still 
expected in the north of the German Salient. On 
Schouwen the garrison has been reinforced, smoke 
projectors have been installed, and a number of 
outboard motor boats capable of carrying 20 men 
imported.

2(a) General Eisenhower's Deputy Supreme Commander 
has replied to Air Ministry's query regarding 
Admiralty's request for the bombing of E and mid
get U-Boat pens and shelters (see Situation Report 
of the 27th) to the effect that he considers 
their importance below that .©f land oil or 
traffic targets, -but thinks they might well be 
attacked by supplementary forces not so 
employed.
(b) M.T.B.782 was mined and sunk off Ostend and 
M.T.B.753 damaged in picking up survivors. This 
leaves Ostend "desperately short of ships" for 
current commitments.
(c) A midget U-Boat, complete with half-launched 
torpedo and dead pilot has been recovered by READY, 
minesweeper, who is towing her to the U.K.
(d) Two ground mines were detonated in the Nore- 
Schelde Channel.
(e) Channel Q.Z.X. is now considered clear of 
mcored mines.

3(a) The American ships BLACK HAWK and ARTHUR 
SEWALL were torpedoed in T.B.C.21 convoy four 
miles south of Portland Bill at 1i+35* All 
available A/S craft closed the neighbourhood, and 
after rendering assistance combed the area for 
the U-Boat. M.T.B.733 found a contact 3 miles to 
the southward three hours after the torpedoing, 
but without material result.
(b) HOTHAM, BRILLIANT, HELMSDALE and BRAITHWAITE 
have attacked a likely contact about 30 miles 
N.E. of Cape Barfleur. After obtaining 5 explosion* 
and an air bubble from a hedgehog attack they 
turned the target over to the Tenth Escort Group.
(c) Commander in Chief Portsmouth is rearranging 
both the timing and tracks of cross-Channel con
voys to avoid the U-Boat focal areas near H.10 
and H.2 buoys during daylight. C.T.F.125 agrees 
and will accept ships in Cherbourg and le Havre 
in darkness.
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SITUATION REPORT.

Foreign Stations 

Mediterranean

(U) Last night targets in Genoa area attacked by 
5 Venturas,one E-Boat and one barge probably 
sunk.

5(a) At Preveza, the Zervas troops have withdrawn 
to within five miles of the town. The 
evacuation of civilians continues.
(b) At Salonika, the S.S. CHISWICK has been 
refloated.
(c^ The situation at Mitylene is still tense.
(d) At Kalamata, the METEOR reports that the 
E.A.M. Government is becoming increasingly 
unpopular. An E.L.A.S. reinforcement has been 
sent to Corinth.
(e) Caique with refugees on board is reported 
as having been bombarded by enemy from Leros 
while on way from Lirsa to Patmos.

(6) Poqpt war signal station holding usual 
recognition signals has been established in the 
Palace at Symi.

(7) H.R.H. The Duke of Gloucester and his party 
in the S.S. RIMUTAKA, escorted by the EURYALUS 
and destroyers ULSTER and URCHIN* left Suez today.

East Indies

(8) The American S.S. CAPE SPEAR, Los Angeles 
for Colombo and Calcutta, reports that an 
unsuccessful attack was made on her by torpedo 
at 1900 in 03° 15’ S. 78° E.

Australia and New Zealand.

9(a) An Allied convoy approaching Mindoro via 
Mindanao and Sulu Seas was subjected to several 
air attacks. No damage is reported and 8 enemy 
aircraft were destroyed hy ships’ A/A fire in

/this...
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Philippines 
(Contd.)

Australia and New Zealand
this and the previous evening's raids.
(b) P.T. Boats operating from Ormoc destroyed 
U  barges and probably a 5th along East Coast of 
Cebu tonight.

IndoChina.
(10) 2 battleships, 2 cruisers, 2 destroyers 
reported as being off Deyo Tee Cap Saint Jacques 
but having only 2 destroyers and 1 freighter 
there next morning.
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Movements

SCOTT,
su rv ey in g
s h ip .

r e p o r te d  to 
(A .N .C .X .F .

C. in  C. Nore i s  requested  t o  s a i l  SCOTT to  
Plymouth on 3rd January to  embark Motor Dinghy 
and f o r  onward r o u te in g  to  B re s t .
(2 )  On a r r i v a l  B rest  SCOTT i s  to  su rvey  P ort  and 
Approaches as re q u ired  by C .T .G .1 2 5 .1 0 .
(3 )  Expected date  o f  com p le tion  o f  survey  i s  t o  b 

A .N .C .X .F . when known.
291010A to  C. in  C. Nore, SCOTT)

DIADEM,
C ru is e r .

A rr iv e d  C .S .10  in  DIADEM.
(N .O .I .C .  ^ u ltb e a ,  291121A t o  A .C .O .S . )

EELANTAN, 
Minesweeper 
maintenance 
s h ip .

When ready about 3rd January KELANTAN i s  to  be 
s a i l e d  t o  Portsmouth to  embark s t o r e s .
(2 )  On com p letion  KELANTAN is  t o  proceed to 
Falmouth f o r  onward ro u te in g  in  convoy t o  
M editerranean .
(D.M.S. 291217A to  F . 0 . I .C .L on don , C. in  C. 
Portsm outh)

CALPE i s  t o  pass the g a te  at  l7 0 0 A /2 9 th  Dec. 
t o  R/V at D . l  buoy w ith  ACTIVE at 2000A /29th .
On m eeting ACTIVE (S .O ) and CALPE are to  proceed 
in  company t o  G ib r a l t a r .

2} Routed t o  D 1 buoy thence through p o s i t i o n s :
C) 180 degs. L izard  3 m ile s .
D) 43 d egs . N. 10 d egs . W. (E) 39 N. 10 W. 

Cape S t .  V in cen t  15 m i le s .
0 6 .1 0 ’ W. thence  to  G ib r a l t a r .
18 kn ots  ACTIVE i s  t o  r e p o r t  E .T .A . 6 hours b e fo re

a r r i v a l .
F .O .I .C .F a lm ou th  i s  req u ested  to  s a i l  ACTIVE to  comply.

C. in  C. Plymouth, 291320A to CALPE, ACTIVE, F . 0 . I .C .Fa lm outh )

CALPE, 
ACTIVE, 
d e s t r o y e r s .

225 degs. 
35 .51  N. 
S . o f  A.

IS'
PRESS ALBERT 
L . S . I . ( s ) .  
SAUMAREZ, 
VIRAGO, 
VIGILANT 
D e s t r o y e r s .

SAUMAREZ (D .26 ) and VIRAGO are  t o  be s a i l e d  t o  
reach  Clyde by a.m. 8th  January.
(2 )  F . 0 . I .C .G reen ock  i s  requ ested  to  s a i l  H.M.S. 
PRINS ALBERT e s c o r te d  by SAUMAREZ and VIRAGO on 
8th January to  rendezvous o f f  M il fo r d  Haven with 
VIGILANT.
(3 )  C. in  C. Nore i s  req u ested  t o  s a i l  VIGILANT 
from  Thames a c c o r d in g ly .
(4 )  Sh ips  are  then to  proceed to  G ib r a l t a r  a t  18^ 

k n ots .  Route w i l l  be promulgated by A d m ira lty .
(5 )  On a r r i v a l  at  G ib r a l t a r  PRINS ALBERT i s  t o  proceed  to  East 
In d ie s  as ordered  by C. in  C. Med. F u rth er  o rd e rs  f o r  onward 
r o u te in g  o f  d e s t ro y e rs  t o  East In d ie s  f o l l o w .
(D .O .D .(H ),  291554A to  C. in  C. H .F . , C. in  C. N ore, F .O .I .C .  
Greenock, F .O .I .C .  Tyne, C. in  C. Med.)

MILNE, 
MATCHLESS, 
d e s t r o y e r s .

S a i le d  Capt. (D) 3 in  MILNE and MATCHLESS f o r  
G ib r a l t a r  ro u te  in  accordance  w ith  A.M. 271506A 
December. S. o f  A. 17 k n ots .
(F .O .I .C .G r e e n o c k ,  291706A to  Admty. C. in  C. W.A 
F .O .G .M .A .)

/EMPRESS
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EMPRESS, 
e s cort 
carrier.

Movements - Contd.
Intend to sail EMPRESS at 113QA/31st December to 
Belfast in accordance with para. 5 of A.M. 032318 
not to all addressees escorted to the vicinity 
Lundy Is. Escort to be detailed later.
(2^ Routed by standard route S. of A. 15 knots. 
(3) G. in G. W.A. is requested to provide onward

escort as considered necessary through W.A. Command E.T.A. 
of arrival Lundy Is. OOOlA/lst Jan.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 291843A to F.O.I.C.N.I.)

GLOIRE,
Fr. Cruiser.

E.T.A. Brest entrance swept channel 0800Z/31st 
Dec.
(GLOIRE, 292001Z to Admty.)

Operations 
North Sea

M.T.B.782 M.T.B. 782 sunk by mine in position 51 degs. 24’
mined off N. 03 degs. 27’ E. Casualties 3 missing 2 seriously
Ostend. injured. M.T.B. 753 damaged in collision with

wreckage whilst picking up survivors.
M.T.B. 753 returning to Harbour.
M.T.B. 756 sailed from Ostend to reinforce F.A.6. 

Ostend is now desperately short of ships and cannot meet commit
ments for night of 29/30th without reinforcements.
(C.F.M.U.I, 290602-to C. in C. Wore.)

Naval
bombing
target
priorities.

Committee.

A.X.157 December 29th.
Combined Strategic Targets Committee.
(1) Air Ministry letter C.M.S. 608/DCAS dated 
23rd December to Bomber Command and Air Ministry 
Signal A.X.667 December 21 to U.S. St.A.F.E. (Main) 
a priority list of Naval targets will, in future, 
be issued weekly by the Combined Strategic target 

This list will be prepared by the Admiralty and will 
give guidance as to the current importance of Naval targets 
including those in enemy U-Boat organisation.
(2) This list will provide guidance as to those Naval targets 
which can profitably be attacked either specifically with 
marginal effort or incidentally to major strategic operations as 
targets for minor diversions within a major tactical plan 
executed in fulfilment of the main directive or as targets or 
opportunity, when conditions prevent attack of briefed main
obje ctives.
(3) The weekly lists of Naval target priorities will carry the 
codeword "Navtar" as previously, and will be numbered consecu
tively as before, and in continuation of the series issued prior 
to "Overlord". The current priorities are as follows:
(4) "Navtar" No.23. Primary Naval targets arranged in priority 
groups. Targets in each Group are of equal important.

/Group 1 ...
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Operations 
North Sea,
Group I - U-Boats. (A) Hamburg, Slips at 
Blohm and fifoss for assembly of Type XXI, slips 
at Finkenwaerder for assembly of Type XIII. 
Farge (Nr. Vegesack, covered berths under con
struction) .
(B) Bremen. Slips at Deschimag for assembly 
of Type XXI.
Shelter at Bremen (not roofed).

Slips at Schiechau for assembly of Type XXI. 
Danziger Werft Shipyard.
Group (2) E-Boat bases. (a ) Ymuiden. (B) Waalhaven.
(C) Den Helder.
(Group 3) - U-Boats. (A) Kiel. Germania assembly slips. 
Deutsche Werke Shipyard. Howaltz Werke Ships.
(B) Vegesack Vulkan Werke.
(Air Ministry, 290900Z to Admty)

Naval 
bombing 
target 
priorities 
(Contd.)

(C) Danzig.

S.H.A.E.F.
mildly
interested in 
suppression 
of midget U 
and E-Boats.

Your 271530. Consider attacks on E-Boat pens 
and Midget S/M areas below battle area oil and 
transportations targets.
However attacks against these targets are 
considered highly desirable if attacks can be 
made by supplementary forces not employed on 
higher priority targets.
(S.H.A.E.F. 291315Z to Air Ministry)

Midget Midget S/M with dead pilot on board and port
U-Boat torpedo still midway found drifting 038 degs.
recovered. from 4 miles and is now in tow H.M.S. READY

escorted by ONYX.
(2) Submarine is towing astern satisfactorily 
at short stay at 4 knots. I think it would be 

damaged towing alongside.
(3) Reaching Small Downs 0400 tomorrow Saturday.
(s.O. M.S.F.18, 291601 A to C. in C.Nore)

Your 291601A. Close entrance to Dover Harbour reporting
E.T.A. direct to V.A. Dover.(2) V.A. Dover is requested to collect tow from READY and provide 
berth in harbour.

(C. in C. Nore, 292149A to S.O.M.S.F.18)
My 291601. Now intend to proceed Margate Roads. Maximum 

safe towing speed is 4 knots and tidal stream precludes Small
Downs.(2) Consider harbour launch would be most suitable craft to take
tow. .(3.0. M.S.F. 18, 292157A to C. in C. Nore)

My 292149A request tow may be berthed in safe p (2) Admiralty have been asked to send technical o n i  
at'Dover at 0700 tomorrow Saturday.

(C. in C. Nore, 292304Z to V.A. Dover)

osition. cers to be

/Situation • • •



War Diary
HOME COMMANDS

MOST SECRET

690
29.12.1944 
Friday____

Operations 
North Sea

Situation Cositintrep No.269 Part 4.
Report. Discharge by sea - 24 hour period ending 1600A/28

December.
British Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk Pol. Ammo.

(Incl. coal)
Antwerp — — 9,430 - 2,141
Ostend 915 — 964 2,017 -

Boulogne - - - - “
Dieppe - - 664 — —
Caen — - 1,172 - -
Calais - 2 - - -
Ghent — — 1,940 — -

Totals: 915 2 14,170 2.017 - - 8x141
U.S. North
Antwerp — - 15,164 - 484
Cherbourg 220 131 6,877 2,230 2,814
Le Havre 3,227 115 6,195 1,581 2,426
Rouen 198 56 2,499 - 342
Granville — 2.011 — —

Totals: 3.645 302 32.746 3.811 6,066
U.S. South
Marseilles 51 58 18,241 - 7,940
Port De Bouc - 1,620 2,326 —
Toulon No report received

Totals: 51 58 19.861 2.326 7,940
Signed Eisenhower Cite SHGDS.
(S.H.A.E.F. 291700A to Admty)Operations. From photgraphs dyke road between Oostvoorne 
(D.5074) and Hellevoetsluis (D.5164) has been reopened. Good 
sources report garrison Schouwen increased to 2000 with 500 in 
Zierilcsee (D.3546) at Zype (D.4845) smoke projectors are being installed: number of outboard motorboats each capable ofcarrying 20 men placed at odd spots on Southern coast of island. (5) General. Battle for Bastogne showing signs of spreading. 
Believed enemy will be forced eventually to bring up armour 
though at present trying to stave off crisis by rushing up in
fantry and Panzer Grenadiers: perhaps hopes to stage one moreattack with all his armour in North first. Signs of subsidiary 
or diversionary attack mounting in West Holland continue.

(S.H.A.E.F. 291815A to War Office)

Operations 
Channel
My 281334. In view of present difficulty in 
locating U-Boats cross-Channel route in my 
Command must be considered dangerous, the danger 
decreasing to the eastward.(2) It is my appreciation the the menace from 
mines in mid-Channel is less than that from 3/Ms 
and the presence of ocean buoys on mid-Channel 

routes therefore assists the enemy more than ourselves.
(3) U-Boat attacks. It is considered that U-Boats are

/tending ...

U-Boat 
threat to mid-Channel 
shipping.
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Operations 
Channel
tending to attack by periscope rather than by 
hydrophone methods and that therefore they attack 
in daylight. It must be noted that all attacks 
in the Portsmouth Command have been made during 
daylight hours.
(4) Focal points. As regards traffic to Cher
bourg the focal area of U-Boat activity is in the 

vicinity of H.IO buoy with a secondary focal area in the neigh- 
bourgood of H.2 buoy. Asdic conditions in the Cherbourg area 
are known to be bad. These conditions will also be adverse 
for the use of U-Boat hydrophones and will again tend to force 
U-Boats to attack by periscope in preference to attacking by 
hydrophones.
(5) The following immediate steps are being taken to reduce 
danger from U-Boat attack.
(A) Cross-Channel convoys are being routed to pass through the 
most dangerous areas in dark hours. This 'will entail arrival 
in darkness at Cherbourg and may do so at Pasture.
(B) Disregard of searched channels. It is intended to disregard
the searched channels between Z and Kansas buoy and between
H.2 and H.10 buoys and to route all ships five miles clear of
mid-channel buoys on these routes until these buoys can be 
removed.
(C) Use of existing routes. The following cross-Channel routes
are already in existence: H channel route Z,K and J channels
together with Linging channels at their northern and southern 
extremities. This network allows a certain measure of flexibi
lity and diversionary routeing. It is intended to use these 
measures whenever circumstances so require.
(D) Wight to Cherbourg route. For the present this passage
will be made in both directions during dark hours. Convoys
will be routed from a position near A4 buoy by the Pluto route 
direct to Cherbourg. This route is being adopted for the 
following reasons. #
(1) It avoids the secondary focal area in the vicinity of H.2 
buoy. See para. 4. (2) It is the shortest possible route.
(3) The least time is spent in passing through the dangerous 
area near H.IO Buoy where bad asdic conditions exist.
(E) Wight to Havre. It is intended to adopt alternative 
routeing by route ZK during dark hours, or if passage cannot 
be timed to conform to this, by J and Havre-Dieppe channels 
where the main part of passage can at present be made with 
reasonable safety in daylight.
(F) Ocean convoys. The question of timing sections breaking 
off from ocean convoys to conform to the above arrangements is 
being considered separately and will be forwarded later.
(6) Under present circumstances all vessels allocated to me are 
fully employed as escorts, leaving the two escort groups for 
hunting and following up S/M reports. Sudden and unforeseen 
calls for fast escort vessels cannot always therefore be met.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 290013A to Admty, A.N.C.X.F., C.T.F.125) 

Your 290013. Concur generally. Ships can be received 
Cherbourg and Le Havre in darkness. Request date effective. 

(C.T.F.125, 291401 to C. in C. Portsmouth)

U-3oat 
threat to 
mid-Channel 
shipping.

/Patrols ...
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Qperotions 
Channel - Contd.
Arrange R/V with E.G.10. Hand over and return 
SPITHEAD to arrive at first light for 48 hours 
stand off. Berths will be allocated by Capt. D.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 290104A to E.G.30)
S.O. E.G. 17th reports very loud roaring Hydrophone 

effect was experienced North Cape De La Hague.
(2} Source. H.E. were located at following position.
(а ) West going tide 49 degs. 53' 01 dags. 52' W. and 49 degs. 46* 
36'* 01 degs. 55’ 12*' W.

East going tide 49 degs. 46' 36" 01 degs. 52* W.
3) The effect appears to be caused by strong tidal stream meeting 
inequalities in sea bed see Charts 1106 and 2675B, Cape Flaman- 
ville to St. Marcouf Island, and English Channel middle sheet.
(C. in C. Portsmouth 290358A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force)

On arrival Cherbourg proceed to sweep route direct from 
H.10 to position RR 50 degs. 26' N. 01 degs. 11* W. so as to R/V 
at position RR AR 2130 with WISP. 6 codeword "Brunette" 6 X Y.
2} Escorts CROIX DE LORRAINE, 8N0WBERRY.
3) Escort convoy to Cherbourg by reverse route.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 291610A to WATCHMAN)
Patrol off Cherbourg.

Leave patrol and proceed to sweep route direct from H.10 
position RR (50 degs. 26' N. 01 degs. 11' W.) to F buoy so as to 
R/V with convoy WVP 24 codeword "Monstrous" KA at F buoy at 0300.
2) Escorts LA DECOUVERT, L ’AVENTURE.
3) Escort convoy to Le Havre. Speed 14 knots.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 291638A to VANOG)
Air Patrols. My 281728 para.12 not to all.

A. Night 29th-30th. Patrol 32 on long 02 degs. 15' W. by L.L. 
Wellingtons. Day 3oth, Patrol 32 and Patrol 33 West of H 
Channel by Liberators. Patrols 5 and 6 between H Channel and 
Kansas Channel by Swordfish.
B. 838 Squadron NBU. 842 Squadron TKU.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 291710A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol 
Force)
Request you will sail 9th E.G. forthwith at best speed and 

without fuelling to Longships thence as ordered by C. in C. Ply
mouth.
My 281301 not to all is cancelled.

(C. in C. W.A. 291958A to T.C. Larne)
Day Patrol 3oth December. Patrol Areas limits given. 

ANTHONY, TONKINOIS 01 degs. 30’ 01 degs. 00' W. 50 daps. 20'
50 dags. 30' N.
(2) VANOG, WATHCMAN 01 degs. 30’ 02 degs. 00’ W. 50 degs. 20' 50 
degs. 30’ N.
(3) M.T.Bs 02 degs. 25’ 02 degs. 00’ W. 50 degs. 2C’ 50 degs. 30' 
N.(4) E.G.17 two miles each side H channel. Two ships from H.2 
to 50 degs. 02'. Two ships from 50 eegs. 02' to H.10 buoy.
(5) E.G.10 two ships two miles each side of Q.Z.S.636 from Z
buoy to 50 degs. 10’. Three ships three miles each side of Q.Z.S 
636 from 50 degs. 10' to Kansas.
(б) E.G. 10, E.G. 17 report dispositions of ships.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 292254A to Portsmouth A/S Patrol Force)

Patrols 
and escorts.

/Possible
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Channel -  Contd.

HOTHAM a t ta c k in g  l i k e l y  c o n ta c t  in  p o s i t i o n  050 
d egs . 11 ' N. 00 clegs. 4 7 .8  W. by ( ? l o g ) .
BRILLIANT ca r ry in g  out ob se rv a n t .  Request 
assj. s ta n c e .
(BRILLIANT, 291153A to  S .O .E .G .10)
HOTHAM and HEIMSDALE have made Hedgehog a t ta c k s  on 
l i k e l y  c o n t a c t .  HELMSDALE s t i l l  in  c o n t a c t .  
(BRILLIANT, 291505 to  C. in  C. Portsmouth)

S.O . E .G .10 has taken over  c o n t a c t .  Am re tu rn in g  t o  Portsmouth 
w ith  HOTHAM e x p e c t  t o  a r r iv e  Nab 1845.
(BRILLIANT, 291644A to  C. in  C. Portsmouth)

My 291153 and 291644. 2nd Hedgehog a t t a c k  by HOTHAM 
produced 2 e x p lo s io n s  l i k e l y  a h i t .  Thence no probable  co n ta c ts  
ob ta in ed  by BRILLIANT o r  HOTHAM but s e v e r a l  c o n t in u a l ly  a tta ck ed  
by HELMSDALE and BRAITHWAITE. Constant i n v e s t i g a t i o n s  and 
a t t a c k in g  o f  c o n ta c ts  by a l l  s h ip s  r e s u lt e d  in  no sea rch  o th e r  
than observan t b e in g  re q u ire d .  Lack o f  T .B .S . in  BRILLIANT 
prevented  in t e r c e p t i o n  o f  in fo rm a tio n  p a ssin g  between o t h e r  sh ips  
and o p e r a t io n s  were turned over  to  10th E.G.

(BRILLIANT, 292041A to C. in  C. Portsmouth)
C ontact gained at 2200 ya rd s . Firm co n ta c t  good t r a c e  h e ld  

t o  time o f  f i r i n g .  N0 H.E. o r  w h is t le  e f f e c t  heard . J l i g h t  
h igh  d o p p le r .  Movement 080 degs . 2 kn ots  no t i d e .  F u l l  
p a tte rn  Hedgehog f i r e d  no e x p lo s io n ,  c o n ta c t  regain ed  im m ediately  
range opened t o  1500 yards and second a t ta c k  commenced. Con
t a c t  f irm  good t r a c e .  No H.E. o r  w h is t le  e f f e c t .  No d o p p le r .  
Movement 080 degs. 2 knots t id e  commencing t o  ebb . Hedgehog 
f i r e d  3 e x p lo s io n s  a i r  bubble seen to  r i s e  and 2 fu r t h e r  
e x p lo s io n s  heard . No fu r t h e r  e v id e n c e .  C ontact l o s t  and not 
r e g a in e d .  C on sid er  t h i s  cou ld  q u ite  p o s s ib ly  be S/M c o n t a c t .

(HOTHAM, 292330A to  C. in  C. Portsm outh)

U-Boat o f f  T .B .C .2 1  -  2 sh ips  torp ed oed  4 m iles  180 degs . 
P ort la n d  P o rt la n d  B i l l ,  CALGARY ca rry in g  out o b se rv a n t ,
B i l l .  I  am sta n d in g  by both s h ip s .

(DAHLIA, 291435A to  C. in C. Portsm outh)
My 291435A. 3S. BLACK HAWK down by s tern  SS.
ARTHUR SEWALL s a lv a g e a b le  requ est  tug and m edica l

a s s i s t a n c e .
(DAHLIA, 291520A to C. in  C. Portsmouth)

Close p o s i t io n  4 m ile s  P ort la n d  B i l l  180 degs. f u l l  speed 
w ith  a l l  s h ip s .  Render a s s is t a n c e  2 sh ip s  torp ed oed .

(N .0 . I .C .P o r t la n d ,  291520A to  COMPUTATOR (A/S T ra w le r ) )  
U-Boat r e p o r te d  p o s i t io n  180 P ort la n d  B i l l  4 mi^es at  1435 /

29 •
( c .  in  C. Portsmouth, 2 9 1 5 2 3 A  t o  Ships on P o rt  Wave) 
D A H LIA 'S 2 9 1 4 3 5 A . P ro ce e d in g  with desp a tch  to  area w ith  

DEANE and BYRON.
(S .O . E .G .21 , 291530 to  C. in  C. Portsmouth)
P roceed  fo r th w ith  to  in v e s t ig a t e  to rp e d o in g  180 P ort la n d

B i l l  14.
(C . in  C. Plymouth, 291536A t o  3 .0 .  E .G .21)
21 st  Support Group in  v i c i n i t y ,  CALGARY r e j o i n i n g  convoy 

a t  b e s t  speed , have 68 s u r v iv o r s .o n  board .
(DAHLIA, 291559A to  C. in  C. Portsmouth)
FITZROY, RUPERT and REDMILL continu e  h u n tin g . On COLD, 

BYRON and DEANE jo in in g  E .G .21 i s  to  c o n ce n tra te  2 1 s t  E.G. on

(C. in  C. Plymouth, 291614A t o  E .G .21)

War D ia ry

P o s s ib le  
U-Boat 30 ' 
N.E. o f  C. 
B a r f le u r .

/When . . .
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Channel
U-Boat off 
Portland 
Bill. 
(Contd.)

When satisfied that there are sufficient ships to 
render assistance withdraw all coastal craft and 
organise A/S search N . and W. of Portland Bill 
in case S/M seeks shelter in Lyme Bay.
Send back to harbour Coastal Craft not required 
for this.
(N.O.I.C. Portland, 291630 to S.O. M.T.B.F.16) 

Search area limits given. Long, of Portland Bill ©2 cegs. 50* 
W. 50 degs. 27’ N. 50 degs. 37* N.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 291655A to M.T.B's 737, 733, 747.)

SS. BLAOKHAWK making water but afloat. Ship abandoned. 
(M.T.B. 750, 291705A to F.0.I.C.Portland)
Two ships of T.B.C.21 torpedoed 180 degs. Portland Bill 4 

miles at 1435/29.
Convoy Escorts DAHLIA and CALGARY probably still in area.
(2) At 1709A/29 T.B.C. 21 without Escort plotted in 115 degs. 
Berry Head 10^ miles on Q.Z.S. 590 proceed to take over Escort.
(3) INCONSTANT ordered to join t .B.C. 21 from Eastwards.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 291714A to TJERK HIDDES, IMPULSIVE)
Am in contact with possible S/M in position 178 degs. 

Portland Bill 9.4 miles, am attacking.
(M.T.B. 733, 291740 to C. in C. Portsmouth)
WHIMBREL (S.O) and MELBREAK join Force 29 and proceed with 

despatch when ready to carry out A/S search North of a line 
joining Fortland Bill and Berry Head.
(2) Information. Ships torpedoed 180 Portland Bill 4 miles
at 1435A/29. E.G.21 S.O. in CONN searching vicinity.
M.L's searching within 5 miles of coast between Portland and 
Lyme Regis.
(3) Report E.T.A. in area to S.O. E.G.21.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 291925A to WHIMBREL, MELBREAK)
Unless you have reason to the contrary detach two ships to 

search in Lyme Bay.
WHIMBREL and MELBREAK delayed by fog.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 292136A to S.O. E.G.21)

Possible Join CALPE, hunting vicinity 50.07 N. 04.45 W.
U-Boat 15* (C. in C. Plymouth, 292111A to ACTIVE)
East of 
Falmouth.

Operations 
West Coast France

Patrol. Fuel stocks remaining at 0800/29th 56% no traffic
of any kind met. Few French fishing ships vicin
ity Sables D'Olonne but no Spanish.
Information obtained indicates link by U-Boat 

between St. Nazaire and La Rochelle, 1 U-Boat seen on surface 
vicinity Sables D'Olonne on 20th November. 3 T.Bs. shelled 
Pornic on 20th December written report follows. My P.C.S.
2000 46 degs. 55' N. 02 degs. 54' W. 307 degs. 16^ knots 
sweeping to N. Westward during the night.
Weather report 9070 3713.
(BLYSKAWICA, 291919A to C. in C. Plymouth)
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Western Approaches

Patrols. When ready to-day 29th Commodore (D) W.A. Is
requested to sail 15th E.G. to pass through 
position 54 degs. N. 11 degs. W. thence to 
position 52 degs. 20’ N. 12 degs. w.

(2) 2nd E.G. is carrying out Gamma patrol between 52 degs. 32’
10 degs. 06' and 52 degs. 51* 11 degs. 20'.
(3) 6th E.G. is searching area between parallels 52 degs. 00'
and 52 degs. 20* and Meridians 10 degs. 50' and 12 degs. 00’.
(4) U-Boats estimated to be Southbound.
(5; Co-operating A/C will use following call signs followed by
WILLIAM and a number from 1800.
R/T Taunton. W/T 899.
(C. in C. W.A. 291158A to Cora. D. W.A. S.O. E.G.15)

If not in contact proceed forthwith to establish Gamma
patrols as follows.
6th E.G. between (A) 51 degs. 31* N. 10 degs. 21* W.
(B) 51 degs. 17' N. 10 degs. 39* W.
2nd E.G. between (B) above and (C) 51 degs. 03f N. 10 degs. 55’ W.
15th E.G. between (C) above and (D) 50 degs. 51* N. 11 degs.
10' W. My 291158 is amended accordingly.

(C. in C. W.A. 292148A to S.O.E.G’s, 2, 6, 15.)

Operations 
N orway

Operation Intend carry out V.P.73. (1) 0300A/30th Dec.
"V.P". (2) Not later 2100A/30th Dec.

(3) Not later 0900/3rd Jan.
(4) 249 degs. toward Noss Head not more than 20 
knots.

i5) Not later p.m. 3rd Jan. (6) No. (7) No.
8) 069 d,egs. Noss Head Bressay. (9) No.
N.O.I.C. Lerwick, 291512 to A.C.O.S.)

My 291512a . (1) 069 degs. from Noss Head of more than
20 knots. My 291512A.
(2) 61 degs. 10* N. 04 degs. 30' E. (3) Blank.

(N.O.I.C.Lerwick, 291515A to A.C.O.S.)
Intend to carry out V.P.77. (1) 0310A/30th Dec.

i2) Not later than 2100A/3Cth Dec.3) Not later than 0900/3rd Jan.

4) 278 degs. toward Noss Head not more than 20 knots.
5) Not later than p.m. 3rd Jan. (6) No. (7) No.
8) 098 degs. Noss Head Bressay.
9) No.

(N.O.I.C.Lerwick, 291521A to A.C.O.S.)
V.P.73 and V.p.77 postponed. E.T.D. now 0300/31st. 
(N.O.I.C.Lerwick, 291816A to A.C.O.S.)

Allocation 
of escort 
carriers 
and aircraft 
in H.F.

I appreciate the difficulties in allocation of 
escort carriers and aircraft and the following 
requirements are set out as an attempt to 
define the target we should aim for in Horae Fleet 
under conditions obtaining at present.

(2) • • • •
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Nor m.v

Allocation 
of escort 
carriers 
and aircraft 
in H.F. 
(Gontd.)

A torpado strike of 12 a/C capable of being 
embarked in escort carriers for use against fleet 
units. This conmitment will be met by 12 A/C 
of 828 squadron. This will be relieved by 821 
SqLuadron in PUNCHER at present working up. 
Admiralty’s 231646 refers.
(3) Escort for Russia convoys. This work is 
very exacting and each convoy should have at least 
two escort carriers trained in night A/S work. 

CAMPANIA, NAIRANA and VTNDEX carry out this duty at present.
A fourth carrier similarly equipped is desirable so that they 
may work in pairs and will be a necessity if the present cycle 
is reduced one carrier of each pair should carry a flight of 
night fighters.
(4) Operations on the Norwegian coast, either minelaying or anti
merchant ship strikes. Carriers should work in pairs, therefore 
three carriers should be available to allow for one away boiler 
cleaning. TRUMPETER and PREMIER are employed on this duty at 
present. PUNCHER will join up when ready.
(5) While the disposition of the German Air Force in Norway 
remains as at present it is necessary when operating off the 
Norwegian coast to provide fighters on the basis of
(A) For escort of strikes and anti-flak at least three fighters 
for every two T.B.R's. Coastal command put the proportion of 
fighters higher than this.
(B) Combat air patrol round the force while the strike is 
airborne.
(C) One flight of night fighters to drive off shadowing A/C.
A. and B. are provided from 881 Squadron temporarily allocated 
to the H.F. C. in not catered for at present.
(6) To summarize; the following are the additions required to 
achieve the above target on the basis of carrier allocation laid 
down in Admiralty's 251515.
(A) One escort carrier equipped for night A/S work (see para.3).
(B) The retention of 881 Squadron or another fighter squadron 
not allocated to a carrier (para. five).
(C) Three flights of night fighters (paras. 3 and 5)
(C. in C. H.F. 291537A to Admty.)

Operations 
Northern Waters

Convoy Intend sailing Group 18 from North Dvina fairway
R.A.62 buoy at 1200A/31st December consists probably of
- following 9 ships:

EMPIRE STALWART (special Commodore) BRITISH RES
PECT (T) (Vice) EMPIRE GARRICK (T) LONGWOOD (T) 

FORT MASSAC, FORT BOISE, EDWARD N. HURLEY, (corrupt groups) u m N  
BOYD and BARBARA FRIETCHIE.(2) Radio distinguishing group arrangements for this sailing is 
XS •(3) Local Russian escort arranged B.N.L.O. in S.O. escort. 
(S.B.N.O. Archangel, 290945A to S.B.N.O. N. Russia)

/J.W.
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Northern Waters - Contd.
Sabwa 780 Mossy.
Reference Sabwa 771 Mossy and Sabwa 689 Mossy. 
Para. 1. W.S.A. has been informed by their 
London Office that it is expected that the cycles 
will be reduced to 30 days after J.W.64 and that 

the expected date of sailing of J.W. 65 is 5th March.
Para.2. W.S.A. is proceeding on this basis and has allocated 16 
ships to load in U.S.A. of which 8 are to berth 2oth January for 
H.X.337 and 8 on 25th January for H.X.338. Cargo is now being 
called up. Please confirm dates of sailing and connections. 
Para.3. W.S.A. is considering question of 30 days cycles and 
will advise their opinion shortly.
(C.S.A.B. Washington, 291029 to C.S.A.B. London)

War Diary

J.W.
Convoys.

Patrol. If not in contact at 1500A to-day Friday leave
patrol and search to position 60 degs. 20' N. °3 
degs. 08* W. thence search on course of 200 degs. 
to position 59 degs. 50' N. 03 degs. 30' W. thence 

establish Gamma between 59 degs. 45’ N. 03 degs. 00' W. and 59 
degs. 54' N. 03 degs. 54’ W.
(2) A/C in area PP 40 N. OP 22.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 291220A to BENTINCK)

If not in contact at 09 30A tomorrow Saturday leave patrol 
and search to the N.N.E. and resume present patrol at 1630A.

(C. in C. Rosyth, 292131A to PASLEY)

J.W.63 10 knots convoy (a ) 1800A/30th.
(B) Escorted. (C) 36 E.T.A. 280 degs. 20 miles 
Cape Wrath 233CA30th.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 291436A to C. in C. W.A.
Admty, A.C.O.S., A.C.I.C., C. in C. H.F., C. in C. 
Rosyth, Flag Officers and Capts. (d ) H.F.
S.B.N.O. Archangel, S.B.N.O. North Russia, N.L.O. 
13th Group, H.Q.A.D. G.B., H.Q.C.C.)

Mining
1st and 40th Request you will sail available ships of 1st and 
M.S.F. 40th Fleet M/S.F. each with attached danlayers to

arrive Margate Roads before dark tomorrow Saturday. 
(2) Sweeping orders follow.
(C. in C. Nore, 291036A to F.O.I.C.Harwich)

JASON, GLEANER, HALCYON, SEAGULL, LORD ASHFILED, HEYBURNE WYKE 
of 1st M.S.F. and CATHERINE^GRECIAN, GORGON, PIQUE, TATTOO, 
HANNARAY and FAIRWAY of 40th M.S.F. sail tomorrow Saturday 
December 30th via Q.Z.S. 446, 468, 651, to comply with C. in C.
Kore's 291036A.
3) Report E.T.D. and E.T.A.
F.O.I.C. Harwich 291521A to S.0*s M.S.F. 40 and M.S.F.l)

Convoy 
J • Wi 63.

/M.S.F.42...
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Mining
M. S.F.42. Sweeping programme for tomorrow Saturday.

(1) Conduct 2 further laps in "GM formation on 
the north side of the area reported in your 
281825A •

(2) Conduct check sweep in "G" formation either aide of the centr 
line N.F.2 to N.F.6 buoy.
(3) Anchor Margate Roads. Acknowledge.
(C. in C. Wore, 291155A to M.S.F. 42)

Your 282338A. Your 271510A complied with.
(2) E.G. M.3. sweep out throughout area as follows:
2 actuations to depth of 6 cables either side of centre line
N. F.5 to N.F.6. One actuation in remainder of area (?swept) 
my 2810825A. Amend limit of area Y clear to as follows.1?A) 51 degs. 22.8’ N. 02 degs. 27.5' E.B) 51 degs. 23' N. 02 degs. 31' E.

C) 51 degs. 23.2' N. 02 degs. 34' E.
D) 51 degs. 21.2’ N. 02 degs. 34’ E.
E) 51 degs. (721.1') N. 02 degs. 31' E.
F) 51 degs. 21.2’(?) N. 02 degs. 27.5’ E.
4) 2 red ground mines detonated in position 51 degs. 21.9 N.

02 degs. 29.2' E. Both detonated together after 4? seconds 
pulse within 50 yards of each other.
(5) Flotilla returning Margate Road. Intend sailing 0600A 
tomorrow to comply your 291155A.

(S.O. M.S.F. 42, 291820A to C. in C. Nore)
Q.Z.X. considered 
clear of 
mines.

reported in my 
(S.O. M.S.F.18

Have swept 3^ laps search completed formation and 
check clearance from Eastern limit to A line 1 
8 miles East of Western limit Q.Z.X.1475 and 
further 8 cables to Westward at Northern End. 
Negative result. Consider Q.Z.X. is clear 
moored mines.
No further sweep on account of encounter 
291601 (see North Sea Section).
, 291645A to C. in C. Nore)

Mines off 
Ostend.

One Red Ground mine detonated at 1245 to-day in 
position 031 degs. N.F.ll buoy 5.5 cables. 
Explosion observed at 1447/28th close North of 
wreck of EMPIRE PATH in position 512118 N. 
02.51.06 E.probably spontaneous mine no sweepers 
in vicinity. Explosion reported by M.L.
(N.O.I.C.Ostend, 291913 to Admty as amended by 
his 292356)
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Technical
Russian-held Prime Minister has accepted Stalin's offer to
German grant facilities to British Specialists to study
equipment. torpedo on the spot. Stalin has given necessary 

instructions to appropriate Soviet Military Author 
ity. Your 211400 refers.
(2) Following party has been selected:

(a) Torpedo Specialists. (1) Captain E.F. Collingwood R.N.V.R. 
born Alnwick, Northumberland, January, 1900.
(2) Mr. J.C.O. Rochester, born Desborough, October 1917 (civilian)
(3) Mr. F.H.C. Crick, born Northampton, June 1916 (civilian).
(b) Radar and W/T Specialist.
(1) Mr. R.A, Yeo, born Portsmouth, August 1904 (civilian).
Total four. Request you apply for visas for above. Applicatio 
will be made to Soviet Consulate in London 29th December.
(3) No interpreters available from United Kingdom. Can you 
arrange with those in U.S.S.R?
(4) Party will leave by air as soon as visas granted. Prime 
Minister’s message to Stalin contemplated that they would travel 
in convoy about to leave. It proved impossible to make passage 
arrangements in time. You will no doubt arrange direct with 
Soviet Naval Staff for provision of proper facilities in Russia.
(5) In view of your para.2. presume Soviet Naval staff will give 
British experts full opportunity of inspecting U-Boat and 
equipment and will provide them with information for which you 
have already asked.
(M. Br. 292005A to Adm. Archer)

Casualties and Defects
EMPIRE Regret to report loss of L.S.I. EMPIRE JAVELIN
JAVELIN, while on passage from Portsmouth to Havre. r
troopship. (2) Explosion believed to be a torpedo occu^ed

in position 50 degs. 04' N. 01 degs. 00' W. at 
1440/28th December and a second explosion occurred 
shortly before 1722 when ship sank in position 

50 degs. 00.5* N. 01 degs. 03.5* W..
(3) Ship was carrying approx. 1480 American troops of whom all 
but six reported to be saved. No report of any losses among 
crew.(4) All survivors with the exception of 17 landed at Le Havre. 
Latter were landed at Southampton.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 291419A to Admty.)

Tid 44 Tid 44 has been raised and is now berthed at
tug. Whites Yard, Itchen. Squid's 051102a of

December 5th refers.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 291746A to Admty.N

Shipping and Convoys
T.A.P/A.T.P. A.M. 201854A. Commencing January 1st daily 
Convoys. personnel convoys will run from Tilbury toOstend and return. Short title T.A.P. and A.T.P. 

Convoys will normally consist of two ships with 
one destroyer escort. S. of A. approx. 15 knots. 

(2) T.A.P. convoys are required to arrive Ostend 3 hours beiore 
daylight high water and Commodore Southend is requested to

/promulgate ...
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Shipping and Convoys
T.A.P/A.T.P. promulgate time-table in consultation with Capt. 
Convoys. i/c Tilbury.
(Contd.) (3) D.21 is requested to detail one destroyer

daily as escort to T.A.P* returning from Ostend 
with A.T.P. convoys. Destroyer detailed to 
arrive Southend as required by Commodore Southend. 

(4) VESPER and VANQUISHER will be released from N.A.P/A.N.P. 
escort duties and will arrive Sheerness on 31st December and 1st 
January respectively 
(C. in C. Nore, 291215A to Nore Command)

Draught of Your 291106 and my 272132.
ships for There are normally 8 convoys per day to be phased
Antwerp. on the Thames Antwerp route besides others for

the North, and the English Channel and the Western 
Ocean.
The requirements of minesweeping, the IAZ patrols 

and Oyster mine restrictions on the Antwerp route prohibit 
constant alterations in times of sailing to meet tidal requirements 
under existing short daylight hours. The route for the Antwerp 
traffic is dependent on the mining situation and varies from 
day to day. It is not predictable.
(2) There will be days when tidal conditions on the route in fore 
will allow ships of 30 feet draught to proceed, but as the
route is dependent on the current mining situation these days 
cannot be forecast more than a few hours ahead. At this time 
of year the situation is aggravated by fog. Thus ships of^over 
26 feet draught may have to wait for a week or 10 days until a 
favourable tide occurs.
(3) If these delays are acceptable 3hips up to 30 feet draught 
can be taken as opportunity offers but until April 26 feet is^ 
the maximum acceptable to avoid excessive delays due to draught.(4) It is relevant that twice for a period of some days 
convoys have had to be routed over the Oost Dyck Bank and your 
attention is invited to depths of water between N.F.10 and N.F.13 
and on either side.
(C. in C. Nore, 291836 to A.N.C.X.F.)
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North Atlantic
A/S E.G.38 in LEITH is to slip and proceed at 1600A/
patrol. 29th Dec. to take S.O. A/S patrol to westwards.

(2) CONVOLVULUS is to signal position and time of 
R/V. with LEITH.
(3) When R/V has been made E.G.38 is to detach U1 

E.G. to carry out patrol "Kidney" inside 100 fathom line to 
westward of straits between 036° 50' N. and 035° 30* N.
(4) E.G.38 is then to take 38/Escort vessel under his orders and 
proceed to carry out A/S. L.C.V. through position (A) (K) (L) 
and (b ) of patrol "Bacon" and "Sausage".
(F.O.G.M.A., 291142A to E.G.38 in LEITH, CONVOLVULUS).

MIRROR, Intend sail Cable Ship MIRROR escorted by
KILMARTIN. KILMARTIN for Dakar at 1300A/30 route Coastal 

omitting F.H. and J speed 9»5 Chop 02 0900A, 
E.T.A. 1830A/5.
(2) KILMARTIN to return Gibraltar immediately 

on being relieved by N.O.I.C. Freetown.
F.O.G.M.As. 201227A refers.
(Commorseafron, 291611A to F.O.C.W.Af.).

MARIE In view of A.M. 281205 (MARIE LOUISE MACKAY has
LOUISE missed L.S.T. convoy, C. in C. Plymouth requested

MACKAY. to sail her with escort to R/V. with K.M.S.75)
not to all, just received, aspect cancels my
291226A .

(2) Comply with A.M. referred to.
(3) Recall ARCTIC RANGER.
(F.O.G.M.A., 292150A to S.B.N.O. Azores).

South Atlantic
Man Power 
Economy.

From Achimota (Resident Minister) No. 1360 to 
S. of S. Colonies. (No T.0.0. 29th Dec.)
See Lion Copy.
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No T .0 .0 , /2 9 th  December.
. Dote 3 0 •i 2* UU*

Prom Achimoto (R es id en t M in is te r )  R eed .1320
____________________ CYPHER O .T .P .___________________________________________
A ddressed  S. of S . C o lo n ies , f a t /

__________— •"••m  0

A ddressed  to  S. of S . ( f o r  F i r s t  Lord o f th e  A d m ira lty , S .o f  S.
f o r  War, S. of S . fo r  A ir ) .R epea ted  by Savin gram to  West A fr ic a n  Governors,,

F o llo w in g  f o r  M in is te r  o f  D efence from  th e  R e s id e n t 
M in is te r ., B eg in s .

I  have now h e ld  manpower m ooting o f  th e  th r e e  S e rv ic e  C h ie fs , m entioned  in  paragraph 11 o f my te le g ra m  No. 134-9 o f 
23rd December.
2 , The fo llo w in g  sum m arises r e s u l t s  in  re s p e c t  o f oach
s e rv ic e .
3. Navy. F i r s t . t o t a l  p re se n t s tr e n g th  i s  ab ou t 6 ,5 00  o f which ap p ro x im a te ly  2 ,500 a r e  on shore e s ta b lish m e n ts*  T h is  shows re d u c tio n  o f 1,250 o f f i c e r s  ahd r a t i n g s  over th e  p a s t y e a r  and does not in c lu d e  crows o f v e s s e ls  which hove l e f t  th e  s t a t i o n .

S econd ly , any la rg o  economy con r e s u l t  o n ly _fro m _ c o n tra c t io n  o f p re se n t o p e ra t io n a l  ro lo  o f  th e  Navy in  t h i s  
a r e a .

T h ird ly ,  F la g  O f f ic e r  Commanding i s  sen d in g  h is  e s c o r t  v e s s e ls  to  G ib r a l ta r  and th u s  a b le  to  in c r e a s e  by 60 
th e  d r a f t  o f 800 B r i t i s h  r a t in g s  abou t t o  r e tu rn  to  th e  U n ited  Kingdom. F lo g  O ff ic o r  Commanding s t a t e s  t h a t  ho cann c reduce sho re  r e p a i r  f a c i l i t i e s ,  consequent on th e  d e p a r tu re  o f th e s e  s ix  v e s s e l s ,  u n le s s  he knows t h i s  i s  perm anent.A f u r th e r  UO B r i t i s h  r a t in g s  w i l l  be thrown up , due to  th e  d e p a r tu re  of th e  f lo a t in g  dock.

F o u r th ly ,  F la g  O ff ic e r  Commanding has k e p t ,  and i s  k eep in g , under c o n s ta n t  review  h is  shore  e s ta b l is h m e n ts .  He i s  s a t i s f i e d  th a t  n e i th e r  a t  th e s e  nor a t  h is  H e a d q u a rte rs  i s  th e r e  any under-em ploym er.t.
F i f t h l y .  F la g  O f f ic e r  Commanding i s - p u r s u in g  a p o lic y  o f s u b s t i t u t i o n  o f A fr ic a n s  in  a l l  f i e l d s  where t h i s  i s  p o s s ib le .  S ix  t r a w le r s  have tw o - th ird s  A fr ic a n  crew s one* th x s  

p o lic y  w i l l  c o n tin u e .
S ix th ly ,  a t  my re q u e s t  F lag  O f f ic e r  Commanding w i l l  co nd uct, un d er h is  p e rso n a l d i r e c t io n ,  a f u r t h e r  rev iew  in  o rd e r to  seo w hether manpower econom ies, which a re  p ro g re s s iv e ly  being  e f f e c te d ,  can oe i n t e n s i f i e d  botn  in

q u a n ti ty  and speed . ..
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k* Army. F i r s t ,  t o t a l  war estab lishm en t of o f f ic e r s  and B r i t is h  o th e r  ranks i s  approxim ately  6 ,810. Army has no d i r e c t  o p e ra tio n a l ro le ,  i t s  primary ta sk  i s  to  supply t ra in e d  A frican  manpower to  re in fo rc e  tvv,o D iv is io n s  and A, A. u n i t s  in  In d ia  and Burma, - • •
s -S eco n d ly ,.any m ajor caving of European manpower must 

depend on re d u c tio n -65?- r e in  fo r  cement requirements indicated  
and, even thon, tho- e ffe c t  of. any" duch induced demands would 
not'bo re flec ted  in saving fo r se v e ra l mon.thB, ' -

T h ird ly , .General O ffic e r  Commanding has, within-.- th e - p a s t . few .rl&iths,- e f fe c te d  reduction  of 590,
" ♦  i  y  f j  i  i. ’ f . •

r  ' * *  1 *-4 *. •*« -•  * * •F o u rth ly , th e re  could be a co n sid e rab le  red u ctio n  in  manpower i f  the  Army could bo re l ie v e d  of r e s p o n s ib i l i ty  of look ing  a f t e r  a very la rg o  tonnage of su rp lu s  s to re s  h e ld  in  Command, most of which were in tended  fo r  use  in  th e  even t of o p era tio n s  a g a in s t French West A frica ,
F i f th ly ,  a t  my re q u e s t, G eneral O ffic e r  Commanding has conducted a f u r th e r  s p e c ia l  review  and now o f fe r s  a fu r th e r  reduction  by 3 1 s t March o f 600 B r i t i s h  ranks over and above th e  590 a lre ad y  m entioned,

5* Royal A ir Force
J j ' lX 'a U j j  i i u v u j .  O i  W J .U .O .W 'w 'J .  u l a u .  w.w *** ' T ~ *  «amounts approxim ately  to  6, 670, This shows a roductio i 1; 1,300 o f f ic e r s  and airm en over th e  past y e a r . . 'As in  tl case o f  tho  Navy, any la rg e  economy can only r e s u l t  froi the co n tra c tio n  of p resen t o p e ra tio n a l ro le  of the  Roya Force in  th i s  a re a . •*

Secondly, I  am s a t i s f i e d ,  a t  p re s e n t, th e re  i s  co n sid e rab le  under employment a t  c e r ta in  s ta t io n s  and, in  p a r t i c u la r ,  those on the  T rans-A frican  rein forcem ent ro u te , San, A ccra, Kano, M oidugari, E stab lishm en ts  at- th ese  s ta t io n s  a re  based on th e  flow of 60 a i r c r a f t  per mensem, w h ils t  a c tu a l numbers handled w ere :-
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«
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Fourthly, substitution of the West African Air Corps 
aims to achieve a saving of 1,200 British airmen. Of this 
tota l 300 have already been substituted and 150 w ill be save^  
within the next month. Of the balance of 7.50, Air O fficer w  
Commanding is  unable to-give any programme as to the rate 
and when th is substitution w ill be completed. Air O fficer 
Commanding is  pursuing the policy of employing Africans in 
c iv ilia n  capacity wherever possible. ;

F ifth ly , tie assures mo that his Headquarters staffs have 
been out tb.the lowest p oss ib le -fig u re .•• . . , jVl *

Sixthly, at my request, Air O fficer Commanding, is  going t £  
make further special review, under his personal direction, to-soc^  
i f  economies,- additional to those recommended by Air Ministry 
Establishments• Committ'.oe, can bo obtained.,
6, This summary' o f my meeting shows that I fear somewhat 
meagre results, amounting to about 1,150 3 ritish  ranks plus 
possible further economies from special reviews. Tho contraction 
of, operations in this theatre, and of the demand for reinforcements 
for S.E.A.C. o ffer the best prospects o f e ffecting  further 

-substantial economies. ■

1st Lord 
1st S .L .(3) 
D.F.S,L.(2)
2nd S.L.
Contr.
Vice Contr,
5th S.L. 
V.C.N.S.
A.C.N.S. (A)(2) 
A.C.N.S.(H) 
A.C.N. S.(F) 
A.C.N.S.(UT)(2); 
U.W.R,
Sec.
Dep.Sec.
Nav. Sec.
Pari. Sec, 
P.A.S.(NP)
p .a . s. cs;
D.O.D.CH 
D.0.D.(P‘
D.C.
Plot
d . n. i .(M
D.D.I.G.(2)
D, o f P.T2)
D. o f P.(Q)(3)

No'T.O. 0 ./29• ;;;• * i '' • , . v

Received in War. Reg. at 2225/lst Jan.* * t*' * *”
Circulated -by'Col*Off. to internal 
Departments' alnd No. 10 Downing Street, 
Admiralty, W .6., Air Min., W.C.O.

4
N.A.2nd S^L.(OD)
N.A.2nd S.L. • ' •* '
A . C.N.P. ,•
D. of M.
D.S.V.P.
M.D.G. -
B. A.P.
Hd. of C.W. ^
D * C. N. A. E»
Hd. o f M.(2): -,
Ad. Blake " ' '
D.A./S.W. -
D.T.D.(d)
D.T.S.D. A
W.Bh w
D.A/U.D.
D. of LnD.

f *NMB
62
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FOREIGN STATIONS.

Mediterranean
Greece Situation at midnight. Zervas troops have failed

to hold Sinopi line and will be 5 miles North 
of Harbour by dawn*
Agree with Mainwaring solution that naval support 

will be required to stablise situation while awaiting L.S.Ts. 
and return of other craft. My 282017 refers. (N.T. in W.D.) 
(Coprev in BICESTER, 290117B to S.B.N.O. Greece).

C. in C. Med., pass to Sacmed, S.B.N.O. Greece pass to 
Greekmil. Mainwaring.
2. Zervas states he has 500 troops on (?Le)vkas who are now 
being attacked by superior force. He makes strong request for 
evacuating troops and civilians, approximately 60(?00), to 
Rovigno. I have not committed us to any action, stated my 
mission completed on evacuation Preveza. Guidance please. 

(Coprev, 292021B to C. in C. Med., S.B.N.O. Greece) 
Cositintrep No.538 part k»

Greece. In Athens 1+ Division made good progress in clearance 
operations Southeast of the Athens/Faliron Road. Only isolated 
opposition was encountered. The Iroon district North of the 
Acropolis has been almost completely cleared by Two Para. Brigade 
against determined opposition. There has been no material change 
in Piraeus.

(A. F. H. Q. , No T. 0.0. 29 to W. 0. )

Riviera. Comflanfor in MONTCALM sails 1500A/29 from 
Marseilles to Naples. C.0. FORTUNE becomes 
Deputy of Coaiflanfor in Toulon-Golfe Juan area 
until arrival C.0. JEANNE D'ARC about 1700A/30. 
(Coraflanfor, 290 82+5A to Flanfor, F.O.N.A.M.)

F.D.T.13 Cancel my 231734A. Intend to sail F.D.T.13 at 
1730 Dec. 29 to Gibraltar for onward routeing U.K. 
M.S.C.I.5 refers.
(9) Admiralty's 091122A and C. in C. Med's 1512U9A 
neither to all refer.
(F.O. Tunisia, 290932A to F.O.G.M.A.)
My 290932 postponed due to defects.
(F.O. Tunisia, 271737 to F.O.G.M.A.)

Linrep 217» Summary of operations 25 - 27 December 19W4- 
(A. F. H. Q. , 2911UOA) See Lion Copy.

NEWFOUNDLAND NEWFOUNDLAND Gibraltar to Alexandria by basic 
westbound route 309» 0630/30th, speed 22 knots, 
all times B.
(R.A. Alexandria, 291156B to Admty. C. in C. Med)

GLOIRE, 
transport 
of currency.

Cominch 251517 (GEORGES LEYGUES and MONTCALM not 
available for transport of currency), and C. in C. 
Med. 261602. There is no objection to GLOIRE 
being employed again, but it is understood she 
cannot in any case transport the balance of 

currency in one trip. French authorities are at present discus
sing possibility of shipping it in a merchant ship.
(A. N. C. X. F. , 291203A to Admty).

/Xe l a n t a n ...
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Mediterranean - Contd.
KELANTAN M/S store and repair ship KELANTAN is expected to

leave U.K. mid-January.
2. Until required to join British Pacific Fleet 
Train KELANTAN is available to maintain mine

sweepers operating in Mediterranean.
3. KELANTAN is stores for ALGERINE and B.Y.M.S. classes, speed 9 knots endurance 3,000 miles.
(D.M. S. Approved A.C.N.S. (F), 291214a  to C. in C. Med).

ftKUM1MJ0V0 Presume KUMfiNOVO sunk. Request early report by
(Yugoslav signal repeated Admiralty for Information of
Depot Ship) Yugoslav Authorities.

(C. in C. Med., 291256a  to V.A. Malta).
Following from C.O.R.Y.N. Malta^begins. Regret to 
inform total loss of R. Y. N. KIMSNOVO due to bad 

weather on night of 28th December. Report follows. Ends.
2. As far as can be ascertained at present loss of life, if any, 
was small.
3. A board of enquiry will be held.
(V.A. Malta, 291829A to C. in C. R.Y.N.)

Duke of Departures (1) EURYALUS. (2) ULSTER. (3) URCHIN.
Gloucester. (4) RIMUTAKA.

(N.O.I.C. Suez, 291437 to Admty).

FORMIDABLE,
SAUMAREZ,
VIRAGO,
VIGILANT.

FORMIDABLE now at Gibraltar will be escorted from 
Mediterranean to Colombo by SAUMAREZ (D.26),
VIRAGO and VIGILANT.
2. Destroyers will leave U.K. on 8th Jan. in 
accordance with A.M. 291554 not to all.
3. On completion of her trials at Gibraltar C. in 
C. Mediterranean is requested to sail FORMIDABLE 
to Alexandria to await arrival of destroyers. 
(D.O.D. (F) Approved A.C.N.S. (F) 291600 to Cs. in C 
Plymouth, H.F. , Rosyth, Nore, Mediterranean)
See also East Indies 291725*

Request you will sail AIRE on completion of refit 
to Gibraltar for onward routeing to U.K. A.M. 
241641 Nov. not to all refers*
(C. in C. Med., 291743A to F.0. Tunisia).

No ships or craft are to approach within 2 miles 
of Symi between sunset and sunrise unless:
(a) they are authorised by ?(F.0.L.E.M.) to do so,
(b) they are routed to Symi Port to arrive by 
night, in this case they are not to approach the

coast of Symi except to make a landfall at Symi Port at expected 
time of arrival.
2. Port war signal station holding usual recognition signals has 
been established in the Palace see Admty. chart 1669 plan of 
Port Symi.
3. Ships disobeying para, one are liable to be fired on without 
warning by army coast defences.
(C. in C. Med., 291844A to Med. Stn., 331 B (B.4).)

AIRE

Symi
Navigation.

/Situat ion...
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Mediterranean - Contd.
Situation (1) Sicily. Air search for survivors of KUMANOVO
report number continues. Number of missing has been reduced to 
520 19.

(2) Preveza. Zervas troops have now withdrawn to 
within 5 miles of town. Evacuation of civilians

continues.13} Kavalla. All quiet.
U) Piraeus. No report received.

5j Salonika. SS. CHISWICK has been refloated.
6) Mitylene. Situation still tense.
C. in C. Med., 292041A).METEOR, E.A.M. Government becoming increasingly unpopular.

Kalamata. E.L.A.S. reinforcement despatched to Corinth.
E.L.A.S. mobilisation order has induced population 
to disperse. Boat load arrived alongside after 
dark and volunteered for Greek Navy. I turned 
them over to Fleet Tender 13, Greek Ship.
(METEOR, 2922U6B to S.B. N.O. Greece, (R) F.O.L.E.M)

Part Three Coastal Air Force. Night 27/28.
Air Cositintep Wellingtons and Beaufighters probably damaged 2 of 
No.537» k vessels attacked in North Adriatic. Mosquitoes

and Beaufighters intruded Sarajevo scoring 
several hits on M.T.

Day 28th. Barges and E-boats were attacked by Venturas off Genoa, 
Fighters straffed M.T. Sarajevo area and bridges in Eastern 
Po Valley and bombed road bridge and headquarters in Pigna area. 
(M.A.A.F. , No T.O.O. 29th)

/
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291140.A/Dcoember
From A.F.H.Q. Date 30.12.2j4.

Deed 0310.
CUTER

Addressed "*ar Office and Linrep addressees.

281671.
FX75947 cipher 23 Deo.

Cite FMGCT signed Alexander.

Linrep 217.
Summary of operations 23 Deoanber to 27 Deocmbn-r.

Para. one. Ground.

A. -Eighth ^rmy. There has been little change in the “‘hmy front except 
for very small gains by One Ganadian Corps in the aroa southeast of 
Cotignola and by 5 Corps in the vicinity of S. Andrea. Activity in the 
remaining sectors v/as confined to patrolling,

B. Fifth Army. Elements of 4 Corps in the Serchio River valley were 
attached on the morning 26 December. At last report the attack v/as continuing 
and fon/ard troops have withdrawn some two miles. We now hold a lino running 
generally from Coreglia to Calomini* There have been no material changes on 
the ronuiinder of the front*

C. AIHQ. Greece. In Piraeus small gains have been made against determined 
opposition. In Athens further gains have bo^n made in the southwest section
of the town and the area between the Acropolis and the Athons/Piracus road is 
virtually clear. A small attack on cur forcos on Kalamaki airfield, five miles 
south of Athens, was repulsed.

Two. Naval. Naples. Avo large French dostroyors have been in colli si m  
west of Ventotcne near Naples and ’nave been towed to latter place.

Greece. At Piraeus harbour has been sholled and Naval College and larding 
eraft hit. Otherwise situation there lias been quiet. Evacuation of civilian

Prcveza to Corfu in HM ships is proceeding. Naval coastal craft base 
army garrison lias be^n established at Symi Island north of Rhodes, and 

landing of stores progresses.

Three. Air. Improved weather enabled MAAF Strategic Air Force to operate 
strength during the period. By night an attack v/as carried out on Casarsa 

^rail biddge in northeast Italy and supplies wore dropped in Yugoslavia on tv/o 
occasions. By day, heavies with fighter escort attacked five oil refineries.
Two in Austria at Brux and Voscndorf, two in Germany, at Blochhammer and Odertal, 1 
and one in Poland at Oswiecim. Results varied from poor to excellent. Eight 
marshalling yards in Austria and ono in Yugoslavia were successfully attacked.

/Seven.....



/

Seven attacks were made upon the Brenner route, cutting the line in several 
places# Three" attacks were made on bridges in northeast Italy at Casarsa,
Latisana and Avisio.

Tactical Air ioroe also operated with maximum effort, by night i'iostĵ ôes, 
Beaulightcrs, Bostons arid A20's intruded over Po Valley, successfully destroying 
a.number ox locomotives, rail cars, and dumps# By day medium belabors and 
fi'vitcr; berabers attacked cotraini cat ions on the Brenner route, in tho Udino 
area, and along the Po Valley# Close support targets were also suooossfully 
attacked. 29 locomotives, 151 rail cars, 96 motor transport, and 6l buildings 
were destroyed arid 145 rail cuts ./ore affected#

Coastal .dr ioroo fighters intruded over northwest Italy and northern 4  
Yugoslavia# Shipping reconnaissance missions and mino spotting patrols wore also carried out#

Balkan air force light boribers, fighter bombers end fighters continued 
to strike at enemy convoys retreating north through Yugoslavia. Attacks wore 
made in the Aolasin-Bijulaoolje-Prijepolje areas, and a dump. was attacked at 
Nevesinje#

v ,̂  ^our. Sna;y# On Adriatic flank the bulk of the enemy1 3 forces are now 
behind eouio river except in the area south of Bagnacavallo where he continues 
to resist strongly in small bridgehead east of river# On tho central front, 
enemy action has been of minor character only# There ore now fourteen 
divisions coyoring tho Bolô yia and ‘ALriatio sectors with one mobile’ and one 
icĵ .-itiy division resting in rear of the front available as immediate reserves# In the attack down the °erchio volley the enemy is believed to have employed 
oO far four German battalions# Elements of an Italian division newly 
arrived in Italy havo also boon identified in tho area. > Activity is still 
localized out evideico of considerable movement of troops towards western 
Appennines suggests o«c»y ..my bo oaeouregod by example of western front to 
attempt operations on a larger scale# Present known dispositions would 
alXo.r tho entity to asaariblo an attacking force of anproxinatoly 5 divisions 
including two Italian divisions# Object of attaok'en this ocalo would 
probably be to out alliod supply route Lo^iorn-Pistcda-Plorcnec, exploited 
if successful to out main linos of comunication Plorencc-Bolo;yia#
Even if he 1 ailed to secure the main objoct enemy might well consider the 
undert, king wort a 'while in order to divert alliod effort from tho Bologna

Received in War Hegistiy at lTfil/jl*
circulated py War Office to War Office Ecpts* and Adnsfcralty Air Ministry

front.
291140A

Advance copies Ops# and 0.1.C#

1st Lord 
1st S.L. (3)

and STiAfiF*

1XP. 3.L. 
5th S.I* 
V.C.N.S. O.D.(5) Admiral Blake#
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F.A.A. A.M. 011345 Dec. not to BEGUM and UNICORN. On
Squadrons. relief by EMPRESS intend to return majority of

T.B.R. flying personnel of 832 Squadron to U.K. 
in BEGUM and in addition, the flying and 
maintenance personnel of 817 Squadron.

(2) Date of leaving U.K. of maintenance personnel of 832 
Squadron is March 44 (?45). In view of the extreme shortage of 
maintenance ratings intend to retain maintenance personnel of 
832 Squadron on this station.
(3) Avengers of 832 Squadron will be retained as first line 
reserves. Barracudas of 817 Squadron will be stored at Sulur. 
(F.O. Air E.I.» 2903012 to C. in C.E.I.).

29.12.1944.Friday.

U-Boat No fresh information. Scale in all areas remains
dispositions, unchanged.

Area V.P.1 Scale X.5.
(2) Area V.P.2 Scale X.5P*
Area C.B.2 Scale Y*4P. All other areas Scale W.5. 
(C. in C.E.I., 290352Z to S. and A. E.I.Station).

B.P.F.
Auxiliary
ships.

My 160627 para.2 sailed. E.T.A. BROWN RANGER 
2200Z/l4th Jan. (’comma) (?E.T.A.) remainder 
2300Z/I8th Jan. N.C.S.O. Colombo 280845 not to 
all refers.
(C. in C.E.I., 290428Z to C. in C.B.P.F., Cdr. 
S.W.P.S., Fron.,N.O.I.0.Fremantle).

GOMBROON. A.M. (?08) 1835 Nov. not to all refers.
Lloyds Surveyors report this ship is unsuitable 
for trade but is suitable for retention as Naval 
Repair and Maintenance Ship.

Intend, therefore, to retain ship at Bombay. S.O.R.N.E. is 
requested to allocate ship for base and maintenance duties and 
report to whom ship is allocated. F.O. Bombay’s 1602/43/b/l9139 
of 15th Dec. and F.O. Bombay’s 050958 Dec. not to all also 
refers.
(3) Renaming of ship will be required.
(C. in C.E.I., 291115Z to Admty. etc.). Admty., 051329A.

FORMIDABLE. A.M. 291600. Request you will sail FORMIDABLE
to join British Pacific Fleet as required by 
C. in C.B.P.F.
(A.C.N.S.(F), 291725A to C. in C.E.I.).
See also Med. 291600.

CAPE
SPEAR,

U-Boat attack.
Torpedo detector indicated attack lat. 003° 
15* S. long. 078® E. attack failed.
(CAPE SPEAR, 291900Z to Admiral Colombo).
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America & West Indies.
D/F of enigma from0006z to OOIOZ on 5650 k/cs and 
at 0022+Z on 5600 k/cs. Your 290008Z refers 
indicate U-boat (German) within 90 miles of 049° 
00’ N., 038° 30' W.
(N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 290157Z to S.0.C.1)

Dec. 29th - latitude 39.00 N., long. 2+8.30 W. 
wind force 6 to 7 S.W. , 60 miles off my course. 
Ship not manoeuvring, would advise return for 
survey. Danger to navigation. If caught near 
land with this condition would endanger safety 

of ship and crew. Please advise. Nielson - Master.
((K0IM) LARKSPUR, 290900 G.M.T. to Connav, Comeastseafron).

U.S. Army Hospital Ship LARKSPUR with no patients aboard 
reports position 290910 Z 39* 00' N., 1+8° 3 0 ’ W. , 60 miles off 
route wind S.W. 6 - 7  cannot manoeuvre. Request escort from 
C. U. 52 investigate.

(Com. Tenth Fleet C. and R., 291558Z to C. in C. Lant). 
Comply with Com. Tenth Fleet C. and R. 291 558Z. *
(C. in C. Lant. Adcomd, 291902Z to C.T.G.21.9).
♦Position U. S. Hospital ship LARKSPUR. Reports unable to 
manoeuvre.

U-boat

LARKSPUR
Distress.

NELSON Regret escort cannot be provided by R.C.N. Your
281555 refers.
(N.S.H. Q. Ottawa, 291801Z to B. A. D.)

A/S Search Standing out to sea to ride out storm making 
T.U. 27.1.1 Argentia entry hazardous. Suggest your 282029Z 

modified to proceed direct Horta for fuel. Will 
arrive OQ area ?better condition. If otherwise 
request N. 0. B. Argentia inform me when entry 

feasible C.P.C.S. 1200Z 2+6,29, 55, 28, 110, 15* 73 per cent Cap
fuel now aboard. Weather 0832815910.
(C.T, U. 27.1.1, 2912+15 to C. in C. Lant Ad. Comd. R. D. 0. Washing
ton) .

Your 2912+15 affirmative. My 282029Z modified accordingly.
(C. in C. Lant, Adcomd, 29192+2Z to C.T.U. 27.1.1)•

U/Boat Estimates.
dispositions. (N.S.H.Q. Ottawa, 2912+22Z, Cominch 2912+23Z).

Enemy U-boat estimate 1200Z/29.
3 Estimated within 100 miles 57.00 25.00 by 
recent D. F.S. One Homebound 1*9.30 36.2+5 from 

D. F. S. between 282330 and 290022+Z. Weather reported 2+9.15 25.00 
from D. F. 290629Z moving southwest.
One estimated westbound Area 2+3. 00 51.00. One possibly Homebou- 
south of Sable Island. One unfixed possibly off Halifax by 
contact. 28012+8Z.
(Cominch, 2912+23Z to all concerned.
WESTON Departing Point X Bermuda 1900/29, WESTON sails

B.A.M. Portsmouth via positions J. lat. 2+1.10 
long. 2+9.01 K. 2+7.11, 30.01. L. 2+9.31, 06.00 
thence destination. Speed 12 knots. E.T.A.L.0810 

hours, Chop 2+7 W. 03, 2+0.00 All times Z.
(N.0. B. Bermuda, 291 501 to C. in C. Portsmouth).

/S.C.162...
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S. C.I62. Average speed 7« 28 knots off Oversay at 
2200Z/15th Dec. All arrived.
(D.T.D. , 291550A to N.S.H.Q. , Connav)•

Departures Halifax l600Z/29th December. JASEUR, 
S.O., PROMPT in company to St. Johns Newfoundland. 
Speed 12 knots routed through - 
(C) M u  50 N. , 60.10 W. (D) 1+6.22 N. , 52*1+2 W.
(e ) 1+7.32 N. , 52.10 W. thence via Q. J.A.252 to 

E.T.A. l800Z/31st Dec.
2. W/T constant watch 105 k/cs port waves as requisite.
3* On arrival St. Johns these ships are available as escorts 
for French fishing trawlers my 272126*refers otherwise request 
they be sailed in company to Azores for onward routeing to U.K. 
(C. in C. C.N.A. , 291&17Z to F.O.N.F.)
♦Anticipate H.M.S. JASEUR and H.M.S. PROMPT will be ready to 
proceed to U.K. about 29th December.

My 291939* addressed as above with N.O.I.C. St. Pierre as 
additional repeated addressee, is recoded herewith begins 
TEMERAIRE has defects will not sail. In view C. in C. C. N . A ’s 
272126 passed to N.O.I.C. St. Pierre, amend my 261I+39. Now 
intend sailing remaining three trawlers escorted by JASEUR and 
PROMPT to Azores for onward routeing to Casablanca and U.K. with 
one escort allocated to each Group

(F.O.N.F., 292001+2 to C. in C. C.N.A.)

Russian J.S.M. 1+75. Ref. C.O.S. (W) 1+86 (01+1850).
Nationals U. S. Chiefs of Staff have informed us that they
Repatriation, concur in para. 1+ of C.O.S. (W) 1+86. They consider 

however, that the reduction of British assistance 
to U. S. troop movement on this account should not 
exceed 10,000 spaces per month, and that, upon 

collapse of Germany, further repatriation of Russian nationals 
should be accomplished overland in view of the heavy demand for 
troop shipping for redeployment.
(J.S.M. Washington, 291621Z to A.M.S.S.O.)

Y/ar Diary.

S.C. 162

JASEUR,
PROMPT.

destination.

VAN Earliest practicable Comeastseafron sail VAN
KINSBERGEN KINSBERGEN independently New York to Curacao.

VYhen vessel ready to depart Curacao Cornearibseafron 
sail onward to U.K. via Azores. Operational 
control in accordance M.A.R.I.
(Cominch, 29161+5Z to C. E. S.F. Comcaribseafron).

LE Sail French submarine LE C,ENTAURE when ready about
CENTAURE. 3rd Jan. under escort to Gibraltar where on

arrival LE CENTAURE is to report to C. in C. Med. 
for duty initial employment LE CENTAURE in 
Mediterranean designated by Cominch as Executive 

Agent C.C.S. with B.A.D. concurrence. French Navrais U. S. in 
agreement.
(Cominch, 29161+8Z to C. in C. Lant).

/Routeing. • •
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America & West Indies - Contd*
Routeing Request ships from British Columbia Ports to South
Ex British Africa may when requested to Owners be routed via 
Colombia. Magellan Straits.

(2) If this is approved N. C.S.O. at Canadian 
Ports will inform U.S. routeing authorities at 
intermediate West Coast Ports (if any) and make 

necessary bunkering arrangements.
(3) N.C.S.O. Vancouver’s 282350 not to first three addressees 
refers.
(N. S. H. Q. Ottawa, 291952Z to Comtenthfleet C. and R).
Agreeable to U.S.011822Z.

Submarine
sighting
summary.

Para. C. 011+8Z/28 H.M.C.S. KIRKLAND LAKE attacked 
sound contact 1+4.12 N., 6 3.17 W.
Para. D. From 2200Z/28 to 0100Z/29 surface craft 
had possible sound contact area 1+5*25 N. , 52+. 1+j6 W. 
Admty. pass Info, to H. Q. C.C.
(Cominch, 292025Z to Adm^y. for O.I.C.)

WESTON At 161+5Z H.M.S. WESTON departed Bermuda for 
Portsmouth. On account of defective Brown’s gyro 
compass ship cannot be considered fully operatio 
(S. B.N.O. W. A. , 292108 to Adraty. C. in C. C.N.A.)

British United States authorities have assured us that t
Pacific would be vacating considerable storage space in
Fleet. Australia during 6 months starting October.

(Latter from Cominch to B.A.D. on about 25 
October refers).
2. A.C. N. B. and V.A.(q ) B.P. F. report that the 

movement of U.S. stores for Australia is proceeding very slowly 
due to lack of shipping.
3. Lack of storage will prejudice build up of resources of 
British Fleet.
1+. Request you will press U.S. authorities to allocate shipping 
to clear the storage promised to us.
(1st S.L. , 292139A to B.A.D. Washington) Reply 302137Z.

See

Australia & New Zealand.
Duke of Your 28101+1 N.T. in W. D. onward route through
Gloucester. position (f) 036° 08’ S., lli+° 05’ E.

(g) 036° 50’ S., 116° 19’ E. (h) 0l+l+° 1+2* S. 
11+6° 52’ E. (j) 01+2° 2+5* S., 150s 53’ E.
(k) 035° 33’ S., 152° 53’ E. thence to Sydney. 

2. Presume ULSTER and URCHIN will refuel from SUFFOLK and can 
continue to position (g) repetition (g) where it is proposed 
British Pacific Fleet destroyers take over escort.
(Cdr. S.W. Pac. Sea Fron, 290136Z to C. in C. E.I.S.)

/Digest...
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Australia & New Zealand - Contd.
Digest December 28th.
1073 (3) Allied convoy in Central Mindanao was subjecte

to strongly pressed air attacks midday by 10 
planes including 1+ suicide dive-bombers: one
missed but third hit merchant ships causing severe 

damage. Again at dusk, 20 - 30 planes all types attacked for 90 
minutes: one amphibious craft hit by torpedo.
(6) Large convoy consisting 7 transports, 2 whaling factory 
type ships, 3 tankers with 5 destroyers and one large warship 
described as battleship escorting convoy seen midday 6o miles 
southeast Ewatow course northwest speed 10 knots. Observing 
Liberator straffed and damaged tug towing oil barge off Hong Kong 
and shot down one transport plane off Southern Formosa.
(9) 5 escort vessels 5 small to medium freighters 20 sea trucks 
20 smaller craft observed anchored off San Fernando afternoon. 
Previous night 5 Mitchells attacked shipping off San Fernando 
hitting 1 medium freighter causing fires, scoring near misses 
on another similar ship.
(10) Night 27th 2 Liberators tracking enemy Task Group from 
Mindoro scored several near misses on 2 ships 1400 miles West of 
Giaqjrp?
(17) 3 Liberators patrolling North Western Borneo forenoon 27th 
straffed and left sinking 3 sea trucks and 3 smaller coastal era 
off Jesselton, also bombed air oil storage tanks.
(18) 2 Mitchells sweeping Flores sea 27th straffed 2 camouflaged 
luggers Lomblem Island and another lugger North Coast Timor.
(G. H. Q. S.W-P.A. , 291106Z).

B.P.F. Organization Number One 25th D. F. is as follows:
Destroyers. Destroyer Division l+9th. 97th Sub. Division 

H.M.S. GRENVILLE, H.M.S. ULSTER. 98th Sub. 
Division H.M.S. UNDINE H.M.S. ULYSSES.
Destroyer Division 50th. 99th Sub. Division 

H.M. S. URSA, H.M.S. URANIA. 100th Sub. Division H.M.S. UNDAUNTED 
H.M.S. URCHIN.
(Capt. (D) 25th, 291505Z to C. in C. B.P.F.)

U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.
Sub. attack For 21+ hours to 0900Z 29th Dec.
and sighting Para. A. 1. A/C E/l+23 attacked U-boat course 230°
summary. at 1015Z/28th Dec. in 53° 39f N., 10° 2l+* W.

2. EMPIRE JAVELIN torpedoed or mined and sunk at 
13l*Oz/28th in 50° 03' N., 00° 59* W.
Para. B. 1. A/C G/330 reported wake and swirl 

at 1310Z/28th Dec. in 58° 4 V  N., 01° 15* W.
2. A/C K/210 obtained A.S.V. contact at 0545Z/29th Dec. in 
58® 39’ N., 00° 1+6’ W.3. A/C E/206 reported possible wake and swirl at 09l40Z/28th Dec. 
in 59° 3 V  N., 05° 11* W.

/Para..•
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Sitrep 891 Secret December 29th 1500Z/28 China Coast.

1 Battleship, 5 destroyers, 7 large transports,
2 whaling factory type ships, 3 large tankers 
reported 60 miles south East (Mwaton) heading 
northwest, December 28th.
7 destroyers, 3 medium freighter transports, 1  
escort vessel observed 50 miles North Aparri 
heading south southwest, 2 medium freighter 
transports, 2 large tankers, 3 destroyers 35 
miles northwest Aparri heading east.
Destroyer, 4 escorts, 10 freighter transports,
15 small sea trucks anchored San Fernando. 2 
possible light cruisers 35 miles south west 
Dasol Bay course southeast December 28th.
Sulu Sea. 10 planes damaged Allied convoy south 
Bohol Island, 1 plane shot down, 3 others 
(?damaged) morning December 28th.
Weather cancelled strikes from Palau.
(G. H. Q. , S.W.P.A. , 290233 to Army Airboard, 
Melbourne) •
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN.

S ub. a t t a c k  and s i g h t i n g  summary.
( c o n td ) .

P a r a .  C.
1. T r a in in g  A/C s ig h te d  co n n in g  to w er a t  1 3 k9 Z  22 
Dec. in  35° 0 9 ’ S . , 19° k l '  E .2. T r a in in g  A/C s ig h te d  wake o f  p o s s i b l e  U -b o a t a t  08U5Z 2 8 th  D ec. i n  3U° 3 6 ' S . , 23* 1 6 ' E.(D .D .I .C . 291106a  t o  Com inch, N .S .H . Q. O tta w a ) .

U /B oatd i s p o s i t i o n s . E s t im a te s .( D .D . I .C . , 291U16A, 2 9 1 W A ) .

*
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Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT.

Home Commands.

1. The enemy is  s t i l l  expected to  make an a l l -o u t  
e f f o r t  to capture Liege by a mass attack on a 
narrow fr o n t , by the 6th S .3 . Panzer Army on the 
f i r s t  fou l-w eather day.

2. (a) READY su ccess fu lly  towed her midget U-Boat 
across the Channel to  Dumpton Buoy, where she 
turned i t  over to the great rescue tug LADY 
BRASSEY, who unfortunately towed i t  under in  Dover 
Harbour. V.A. Dover has been asked to salve i t  as 
soon as p o s s ib le .
(b) Ten moored and two ground mines were swept in 
the Nore -  Schelde Channel.

3. (a) Ninth Escort Group is being transferred  
from Western Approaches to the Channel. Eleven 
sloops and three fr ig a te s  are being held back from 
passage to the East to re in fo rce  the Channel and 
Y/estern Approaches anti-U -Boat fo r c e s . Deep 
mining is  to be resorted  to  in  the Channel as a 
fu rth er A/U measure. S.O. Tenth E scort Group 
reports a l l  contacts o f f  Cape B arfleur to be non
submarine. Portland M.T.Bs. o p t im is t ica lly  

expended 170 depth charges 5 miles Y/est o f  
Portland B i l l  "without v is ib le  re su lt"  between 
0825 and 2121, when F .O .I.C . Portland ca lle d  o f f  
the hunt. MELBREAK, 4 miles S.E. o f  Portland B ill  
was le s s  op tim istic  over a 1030 contact and aban
doned her attack at 13Q0.
(b ) The w ha le-fa ctory  blocksh ip  OLE Y/EGGER in  the 
Seine has been delayed by fo g  and parting o f  her 
towing hawser, and cannot now be cleared  before  
next spring t id e s .
(c )  Two fu rth er  M.T. and 2 fu rth er coaster berths 
have been cleared  at Le Havre.

4. Twenty seven a ir c r a ft  la id  126 mines in  the 
Oslo-Skagerrak-Kattegat area.

5. (a) U-Boats reported o f f  Sviatino3 have 
caused postponement o f  the s a ilin g  o f Group 18 
ships from Archangel f o r  the U.K.
(b) Convoy J.Y/. 63, o f  36 sh ip s , s a ile d  from 
Loch Ewe fo r  North Russia.
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SITUATION REPORT.
Foreign Stations.
South Atlantic.
6. British tanker EGLINTON PARK due Lagos from 
Trinidad 26th December reported as not having 
arrived.

\

7. Political unrest in Greek merchant ships is 
reported from Mombasa and Lourenco Marques. C* 
in C* South Atlantic considers it undesirable for 
ships to be sent Durban and asks if there is any 
reason against dealing with cases at Kilindini.
In reply Commodore East Africa states matter is 
of a minor nature not calling for force. There 
are no Greek Consuls at Mombasa and Lourenco 
Marques.

Mediterranean.
8. Allied destroyers continue their periodical 
bombardments on Franco-Italian border.

*  9.(a) Good progress was maintained in clearing 
S.E. Athens during the day. Little opposition 
was encountered. E.L.A.S. now appear to be in two 
main groups in northern suburbs of Athens*
(b) Little change reported from Piraeus, E.L.A.S. 
resistance continues to be stubborn.
(c) The evacuation of civilians from Preveza to 
Corfu in H.M. ships was completed today without 
incident.
(d) At Patras uniformed and plain clothes E.L.A.S. 
have complete freedom of movement within 50 yards 
of quay. All positions in command of harbour in 
possession of E.L.A.S. troops. Many buildings 
adjoining water front strongly held by them with 
75 millimetre guns. Local commander confident if 
fighting starts he can hold out at least for 10 
days but casualties may be heavy. Action has been 
taken to sail all idle shipping with stores which 
are not needed. Immediate naval requirements to 
be maintained at Patras are 4 L.C.I.(S), 4 
destroyers, 4 B.Y.M.S.



MOST SECRET

Y/ar Diary*

713
30.12.1944.
Saturday.

SITUATION REPORT. 

Australia & New Zealand.
American Fleet 30* Important signal was received today from Admiral 
Organisation. Sir Bruce Fraser regarding organisation of

American Fleet and British supply problems. .

Philippines. 11. Two suicide dive bombers hit destroyers off 
Mindoro.

\
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Movements
LARGS A.M. 161646 and C. in C. Nore 231538.
L.S.H.(L) LARGS is not to join K.M.F. 38.

(2) Vessel is to be sailed for Falmouth to await 
further sailing instructions.
(Admty. 301221A to Cs. in C. Nore, Plymouth,
W.A., R.A.L.S.C.U.)

(1) On completion of practices Sunday 31st, 
December proceed by Minches and Standard route 
to Greenock arriving Clyde Gate at 0800A 1st 
January. My 251046 refers.

(2) Speed through water from Hoxa to 58° N. should at least 
24 knots.
(C. in C. H.F., 301355A to UGANDA.)

UGANDA,
Cruiser

Intend sailing A.F.D.20 in tow of EMINENT and 
DESTINY escorted by NORTHERN REWARD passing 
Clyde Boom about 1200A 31st December. SAPPER 
(S.O.) AYRSHIRE and HOMqGUARD join escort at 
Clyde light vessel. Route in accordance with 
A.M. 281722A December codeword "Scurry”.
(F.O.I.C. Greenock 301714A to Admty., C. in C.W.A.) 

A.F.D.20 cancel route in A.M. 281722 and substitute:ia) 293° Trevose Head 4 miles, 
b) 360° Round Island 10 miles, 
c) 270° Bishop Rock 10 miles, 
d) 48° N. 08° W.

e) 43° N. 12° W.
f) 37° N. 12° W.
g) 35.51 N. 06.10 W. Thence Gibraltar.
Plot (OD) 301903A to F.O.I.C. Greenock.)

Admiralty 
Floating 
Dock 
No. 20.

Admty. 
Floating 
Dock No.55

A.M. 141657 and 191954 and my 291225 not to all 
addressees. Intend to sail EMPHATIC towing 
A.F.D.55 E.T.A. Tilbury 0700 31st December for 
degaussing treatment. Thence to Southend for 
onward routeing.
(N.O.I.C. London, 301725A to C. in C. Nore.)

DIADEM Scapa arrival at 1755 C.S.10 in DIADEM.
Cruiser. (A.C.O.S. 301925A to N.O.I.C. Aultbea.)

BIDEFORD,
DEPTFORD,
FLEETWOOD,
MAGPIE,
STARLING,
AMETHYST,
HART,
PEACOCK,
MERMAID,
WREN,
BLACK SWAN,
sloops; 
NESS, DART, EVENLODE, 
frigates.

In view of present U-boat activity it has been 
decided that the following ships are to be 
temporarily employed for operations in Home Waters 
as soon as ready.(2) a. MAGPIE, STARLING, AMETHYST, HART, PEACOCK 
MERMAID, WREN, BLACK SWAN.
b. NESS, DART, EVENLODE.
c. FLEETWOOD, DEPTFORD, BIDSFORD.
(3) a. Ships in pafas. 2(a) and 2(b) are 
allocated to C. in C.W.A. for use as additional 
support groups.
(b) FLEETWOOD and DEPTFORD are allocated to C. in
?c)̂ BIDEFORD^is allocated to C. in C. Plymouth.

/(4)...
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BIDEFORD etc. (4) Existing leave arrangements for ships in
(Contd.) paras. 2(b) and 2(c) are to stand. Refits and

adjustment of complement of all ships affected 
should be completed as soon as practicable in 
order that they can become operational with the

minium delay.
(5) An early report is requested from
C. in C. Portsmouth and C. in C. Plymouth in accordance with
A.M. 261859 not to all regarding ships in paras. 2(b) and 2(c).
(D.O.D.(H), 301937A to C. in C.W.A., F.O.I.C. Humber, F.O.I.C.
Greenock, N.O.I.C. Leith, C. in C. Nore, C. in C. Rosyth,
C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. Portsmouth, Combrax, Chatham,
Combrax, Portsmouth, Combrax, Devonport.)

ETHIOPIAN
Boom
Carrier.

Commodore i/c Southend's 292259 and A.M. 162148 
October, neither to all addressees - Request 
ETHIOPIAN may be routed to Mandapara.
(Director of Boom Defence, 302113A to F.O.I.C. 
Milford Haven.)

Operations
North Sea

Midget Tow has been transferred to LADY BRASSEY, RE iDY
U-boat and KIMBERLEY proceeding to rejoin flotilla,
recovered: (S.0.M.S.F.18, 300701 to C. in C. Nore.)
and sunk. C. in C. Nore's 292149 December. German Midget

S/M which has sunk in Dover Harbour is required 
in operational condition for trials.
(2) Midget should be raised as soon as possible.

(3) Torpedoes or mines should be disposed of as directed by 
VERNON Officers.(4) Intend Midget should be examined by Admiralty Officers and 
sent to a dockyard for repair prior to trials.
(5) When raised report major dimensions of Midget.
(6; When torpedoes and mines have been removed report;
(a) Any damage which is apparent} (b) Whether Midget can be
sent by rail.  ̂ , . .(7) F.0.(S/M) is requested to detail an Officer to oe associat
ed with examination of Midget.
(A.C.N.S.(W), 301906A to V.A. Dover.) TM.S.18’s 291601A. Tug LADY BRASSEY escorted by M.L.104 
took over tow in the vicinity of Dumpton Buoy from READY and 
proceed to Dover. Harbour was entered at approx. 0940 but 
when LADY BRASSEY stopped to turn over tow to harbour launch 
tow started to sink. Speed was increased in an endeavour to 
bring tow to surface again but this failed and tow parted 
between number 3 and number 10 buoy. Search by anti-submarine 
trawler and M.L. with echo has so far failed to locate wreck. 
Intend to recommence operations at daylight tomorrow Sunday. 
(V.A. Dover, 301955A to Admty.)

Anti-Midget
U-boat
patrols.

In view of increasing menace by midget S/Ms to 
Antwerp Convoy Route and Schelde Estuary it is 
my intention to carry out following A/S patrols, 
(a) Endless chain patrol to N.W. of Walcheren 
Island day and night.

7/i.N
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Anti- 
Midget 
U-boat 
patrols 
(Contd.)

Situation
Report

Operations 
North Sea
(b) Patrol in swept channel between N.F.10 
and M.F.17 buoys.
(2) Pursuit resources in Nore Command are 
insufficient to meet this commitment and it is 
requested that an additional 8 M.LS. or H.D.M.Ls. 
may be allocated for these duties.
(C. inC. Nore, 301137A to Admty.)
Cositintrep No. 270 part 4.
Discharge by sea - 24 hour period ending 1600/ 
29th December.
British:
Personnel Vehicles Stores Bulk Pol. Ammo.

Antwerp
Ostend
Boulogne
Dieppe
Caen
Calais
Ghent

1,909 
1
4

958

132
38

383

coal)
9,784

335
50

1,201

366

197
1,987

Total 2,872 553 11,736 197 1,987

U.S. North:
Antwerp - - 15,048 — 146
Cherbourg 2,500 125 5,746 13,524 2,330
Le Havre 3,483 433 7,010 - 68
Rouen — 2,349 — 475
Granville - — 685 — —

Total 5,983 558 30,568 13,524 3,019
U.S. South:
Marseilles 286 88 11,905 6,395 5,375
Port de Bouc - — 1,284 — -

Toulon — — — — —
Total 286 88 13,189 6,395 5,375

188 tons stores discharged at Toulon 28th December.
(S.H.A.E.F. 301300A to Admty.)

General
Consider enemy prepared fbr his next all out effort to take Liege, 
with 6 S.S. Panzer Army in a mass attack on a narrow front. 
Apparently reliable deserter states attack is to take place on 
first day when weather unfavourable to Allies between Hotton and 
Grand Mesnil directed on Liege. This seems very plausible since 
enemy obviously not going to sit down where he is or withdraw at 
this stage, prisoner of war further states divisions to be 
employed are 1 and 12 s.S. Panzer Divisions as spearheads followed 
by 2, 9 and 10 S.S. Panzer Divisions and 17 S.S. Panzer Grenadier 
Division. Fuehrer Escort Brigade also to take part.
(S.H.A.E.F. 301715A to War Office.)
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Channel
Possible 
U-Boat 
30' N.E. of 
C. Barf]flur.

Following is re-encypherment of 3.0. E.G.10*s 
292215A to C. in C. Portsmouth. Your 291916 
FOLEY detailed. All 10th E.G. contacts classi
fied wrecks. Ends.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 300039A to Portsmouth a/S 
Patrol Force)

Extra Escort 
Group for 
Channel.

A.M. 300103. 
all refers.
(C. in C. W.A.

C. in Cw W.A. is requested to transfer one additio 
al support group temporarily to C. in C.
Plymouth for operations in the Channel as arranged 
by C. in C. Plymouth, and C. in C. Portsmouth. 
(A.C.N.S.(H), 300103A to C's. in C. W.A.
Plymouth, Portsmouth)
9th Escort Group detailed. My 291958 not to 
301120A to Admty. C ’s. in C. Plymouth, Portsmouth)

Patrols. Intend sail M.T.B. 760 S.O. and 752 at 0800
to-day 30th and M.T.B. 757 and 778 in execution of 
your 292254 para.3.
Leaving patrol at 1400/3lst or if weather not 
suitable.
(N.O. I.C.Portland, 300447A to C. in C. Portsmouth) 

Your 290356 multiplicity of wrecks in area within 10 miles of 
Cherbourg breakwater along with strong tide makes efficient 
asdic sweeping impossible. It is rarely that some ships of 
group do not obtain a contact every hour and frequently all ships 
are in contact at once with different targets. Much time is 
thus lost in classification and much ammunition wasted. Asdic 
conditions in other respects variable with skip distance 
prevalent.
(S.O. E.G.17, 300921A to C. in C. Portsmouth)

E.G.14 is to pass boom at Q.1630 to-day Saturday 30th and 
proceed by standard route to vicinity Longships thence as 
ordered by C. in C. Plymouth.

(F.O.I.C.Milford, 301127a to S.O. E.G.14)
30th Escort group sail so as to pass Gate at l200/31st Dec. 

to relieve 17th E.G. Details follow. 17th E.G. leave patrol 
1400/31st Dec. proceed to Portsmouth. Berths will be allocated 
by Capt. (D) One. Collect defects and requirements and signal 
Capt. (D) one now.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 301542a to S.O. E.G’s 30, 17)
Night patrols 30th/31st.
E.G.10 2 ships to patrol Q.Z.S.636 from Z buoy to 50 degs. 

10' until 0300 then Anti-Snort patrol. Limits 00 degs. 45'
01 deg$. 15' W. 50 degs. 15’ 50 degs. 30* ships spread 7 miles 
apart patrol 270 degs - 090 degs. starting and ending at 
eastern limit.
(2) E.G.10 3 ships Anti-Snort patrol area limits 00 degs. 30'
01 degs. 20’ W. 49 degs. 50' 50 degs. 15' N. ships spread 7 
miles apart patrol 270 degs. 090 degs. starting and ending at 
east limit.
(3) E.G.17 search area north of Cherbourg limits 01 degs. 20’
01 degs. 47' W. 50 degs. 00' N.
(4) E.G.10 report dispositions of ships.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 301645A to S.O. E.G.'s 10, 17)

/Night • • •
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C hannel
P a t r o l s .  ( C o n td .) N ig h t p a t r o l  3 0 th /3 1 s t  D ecem ber. A n t i - S n o r t  P a t r o l  A rea  l i m i t s  02 d e g s . 00* 01 d o g s . 10* W. 50 d e g s . 2 0 ’ 50 d e g s . 30 ' N. S h ip s  sp re a d  5 m ile s  a p a r t .  S t a r t i n g  a t  W este rn  l i m i t .U n t i l  r e q u i r e d  f o r  a d d i t i o n a l  e s c o r t .  D e t a i l s  f o l lo w .
A i r  P a t r o lA . N ig h t 3 0 th - 3 1 s t  p a t r o l  32 on lo n g .  02 d e g s . 1 5 ' W. by S u n d e r la n d s .Day 3 1 s t  p a t r o l s  5 and 6 betw een  H C hannel and K ansas C hannel by S w o rd f is h . P a t r o l  32 and 33 W est o f  H C hannel by L i b e r a t o r s .B. 838 S quadron  PMV. 842 S quadron  KKC.(C . in  C. P o r ts m o u th , 30190QA t o  ANTHONY, TONKINOIS, P o rtsm o u th  A/S P a t r o l  F o r c e . )Day p a t r o l  3 1 s t  E .G .10  2 m i le s  each  s i d e  Q .Z .S .6 3 6 . 2 s h ip sfrom  Z buoy t o  50 d e g s . 10* 2 s h ip s  from  50 d e g s . 1 0 ' t o  K an sa s .(2 )  E .G .1 7  u n t i l  r e l i e v e d  E .G .3 0  th e n  E .G .3 0  2 m i le s  each  s id eH c h a n n e l 2 s h ip s  H.2 buoy to  050 d e g s . 0 2 ' .  2 s h ip s  from  50d e g s . 0 2 ' t o  H .io  buoy.(3 )  ANTHONY, TONKINOIS P a t r o l  a r e a  l i m i t  01 d e g s . 2 0 ' 02 d e g s . 00* W. 50 d e g s . 20* 50 d e g s . 3 0 ' .(4 )  E .G .3 0 , E .G .1 7 , E .G .1 0  r e p o r t  d i s p o s i t i o n  t a r g e t  s h i p .(C . in  C. P o r ts m o u th , 301932A to  ANTHONY, TONKINOIS,S .O . E .G 's  1 7 ,1 0 )

P o s s i b l e  In  c o n ta c t  w ith  p o s s ib le  S/M in  p o s i t i o n  290U -B oat PLB 4 .2 .  Have c o u n te r - a t t a c k e d  am a t te m p t in g  toc lo s e  w est c l a s s i f y .

h e r  c o n t a c t .(M .T .B .7 6 0 , 300903A to  C. in  0 .  P o rtsm o u th )A t ta c k in g  good c o n ta c t  in  p o s i t i o n  50 d e g s . 32* 20" N. 02 d e g s . 32* 04" W. y o u r 230025 p a r a .  4B.(1 )  N one. (2 ) P o s s ib ly  S .E . c u t  d o u b t f u l .(3 )  T ra c e  good p o s s ib ly  S/M.( 4 ;  No echo -  so u n d e r . T ra ce  c o n ta c t  b o tto m  19 fa th o m s . (M .T .B .7 6 0 , 301044 t o  C. i n  C. P o rtsm o u th )Have o b ta in e d  echo so u n d e r  t r a c e  in  p o s i t i o n  50 d e g s . 35* 30" N. 02 d e g s . 33* 10" W. show ing  b o tto m  a t  18 ( fa th o m s) and o b j e c t  a t  16 ( fa th o m s) (a n d ) c e a s in g  to  14 fa th o m s . I n te n d  
c o n tin u e  a t t a c k i n g .(M .T .B .7 6 0 , 301314A to  0 .  in  C. P o rtsm o u th )Am c o n t in u in g  to  a t t a c k  c o n ta c t  in  p o s i t i o n  50 d e g s . 32* 20" N. 02 d e g s . 3 2 ' 40" W. C o n s id e r  c o n ta c t  p o s s ib le  S/M. 

(M .T .B .760  301509A to  C. in  C. P o rtsm o u th )A t ta c k in g  c o n ta c t  in  p o s i t i o n  50 d e g s . 32* 10" N. 02 d e g s . 
33* W. y o u r  230025 p a r a .  4B.(1 ) D e f i n i t e  h y d ro p h o n e . (2 )  Betw een N .E . (3 )  S/M.( 4 ;  C o n ta c t  b o tto m  13 fa th o m s t h i n  o i l  o b se rv e d  in  v i c i n i t y .  (M .T .B .7 6 0 , 301708 to  C. in  C. P o rtsm o u th )My a p p r e c ia t io n  o f  M .T.B . h u n t 290 d e g s . P o r t l a n d  B i l l  
5 m i le s  w hich  h a s  been  go i n  g on s in c e  1044 i s  t h a t  n o th in g  f u r t h e r  to  be g a in e d  by d e p th  c h a rg in g  t h i s  c o n t a c t .  A pprox .

o fP o r t l a n d (M .T.B .7 3 3 , 300825A t o  C. in  C. P o rtsm o u th )LL B oat a t ta c k e d  p o s s ib le  sA l c o n ta c t  in  p o s i t i o n  290 P o r t l a n d  B i l l  3 .8  s t i l l  in  c o n ta c t .(M .T .B .733, 300850A to  C. in  C. P o rtsm o u th )U n it  p ro c e e d in g  to  a s s i s t a n c e  o f  M .T.B. 733 w ith

/170
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Channel
Possible 
U-Boat close 
west of 
Portland. 
(Contd.)

170 depth charges expended without visible result 
except large quantity of oil some of which was 
heavy. Good recorder traces occasional 
doppler and hydrophone effect but target was 
stationary throughout. All M.T.Bs have returned 
for more depth charges and some defects. Propose 
maintain your inshore patrol with 2 B type M.Ls 
from now until 1400 when it should be possible to 
make another 3 M.T.Bs ready for patrol.
(P.0.I.C.Portland, 302121A to Cs. in C. Plymouth, 
Portsmouth)

U-Boat 
threat to 
mid-Channel 
shipping.

My 290013 para. 5 (c) Agree that it would be 
desirable to have an alternative channel as 
suggested in para. 2 of your 201201.
(2) Request you will carry out a searching sweep 
to a width of 6 miles from H.D.2 Buoy to latitude 
50 degs. 10' N. Channel North of this latitude 
will be searched by Portsmouth Minesweeping 
Forces.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 301040 to C.T.F.125)

Improbable 
U-Boat 4 ’ 
S.E. of 
Portland.

Search begun 1030 produced (329?) (?fool) bottom 
contact in position 138 degs. Portland Bill 4.2 
made 3 accurate echo sounder attacks without 
result. Traces suggest Non-S/M. My 301030 
refers. Rejoining WHIMBREL.
(MELBREAK, 301326A to C. in C. Plymouth)

Rescue tug Present U-Boat activity in Channel confirms 
required desirability of stationing a rescue tug at
at Portland. Portland as advocated in Portsmouth 0/8604/40 of 

, 30th October, 1944.
(2) After BLACK HAWK and ARTHUR SEWALL had been 
torpedoed south of Portland on 29th December tug 

PILOT was sent to assist in rescue work, but this was only pos
sible because weather was calm. Nearest rescue tugs were at 
Portsmouth and Plymouth respectively.
(3) Cotug/0003 of 14th December 1944 also refers.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 302147 to Admty.)

Operations
Western Approaches

Patrols. (1) E.G.9 proceed to relieve GOQDALL, LOCH INSH
and ANTIGUA patrolling between Trevose Head and 
Lundy Island.
(2) GOODALL, LOCH INSH and ANTIGUA on relief by 

E.G. 9 proceed to trail B.T.C. 23 due Lundy Island at 1600A/30 
trail as far as Start.
(3) S.O. E.G. 9 and GOODALL acknowledge.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 30113QA to S.O. E.G.*8 9, 19.)
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Operations 

Northern Waters

Patrols. My 300650A box search round position covering 16
miles square completed without result am extending 
sweep to South West then North.
(PASLEY, 301009 to G. in G. Rosyth)

If not in contact by 0600A/31st abandon present Gamma Half group 
resume as in my 281843 remainder carry out coastwise, search 
through Fentland to Cape Wrath thence establish Gamma on 59 degs. 
15' N. between 04 degs. 00’ and 05 degs. 00' W.
(2) Report disposition.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 302355A to BENTINCK.)

Convoy German S/M'S reported off Sviatinos and Taski -
r .A.62. Orloff last night. Presume you have this

information.
(2) Sailing of group 18 is postponed. Further 
signal will be made. Ships will not return to 

Dvina bar for the present.
(3) My 290945A refers.
(S.B.N.O.Archangel, 301030A to S.B.N.O. North Russia)

Norwegian Norwegian ship IDEFJORD with stores and provi-
civilian relief sions for civilian relief in North Norway is bein 
ship. sailed in J.W.63 to Murmansk for onward routeing.

(2) S.B.N.O. North Russia is requested to 
arrange to sail IDEFJORD to Kirkenes when U-Boat 
and mining situation permits, escorted by 
Norwegian corvette and trawlers.
(A • C • N • S • (H) , 301625A to G. in G. H.F., S.B.N.O. 
North Russia)

Convoy J.W.63. (A) 1800/30th.
J.W.63. (B) CYGNET, LAPWING, LARK, KEPPEL, WESTCOTT,

WALKER, ALNWICK CASTLE,A A U / INGTON CASTLE,
BAMBOROUGH CASTLE.
(C) 36. (D) Cdre. R.A. M.W. S. Boucher, D.S.O.

in SAMARITAN.
(E) Vice Cdre. of convoy Master EMPIRE ARCHER.
(F) Rear Cdre. Master NACELIA. All ships and escorts hold 
Out con. 4.
(N.C.S.O. Loch Ewe, 301830A to C. in C. W.A., Admty. A.C.O.S., 
A.C.I.C., C. in C. H.F., C. in C. Rosyth, Fbg Officers and Capts. 
(D) H.F., S.B.N.O. Archangel, S.B.N.O. N. Russia, N.L.O. 13th 
Group, H.Q.A.D.G.B., H.Q.C.C.)

J.W.63. SAMARITAN, EMPIRE CELIA, LACKLAND, EMPIRE ARCHER, 
NACELLA, BRITISH PROMISE. Norwegian ships IDEFJORD, NORFJELL. 
American ships EDMUND FANNING, THOMAS SCOTT, J.D. YEAGER,
HENRY VILLARD, FRANCIS C. HARRINGTON, HENRY WYNKOOP, JOSHUA W. 
ALEXANDER, JOHN A. QUITMAN, GEORGE H. PENDLETON, PHILIP F.
THOMAS, HORACE GRAY, LE BARON« RUSSELL BRIGGS, HENRY BACON, JOHN 
LA FARGE, JOSE MARTI, BERNARD N. BAKER, ALANSON B. HOUGHTON, 
WARREN DELANO, JOHN IRELAND, BENJAMIN H. HILL, R.NEY MCNEELY, 
CROSBY S. NOYES, CAESAR RODNEY, CHARLES SCRIBNER, SILAS WEIR 
MITCHELL, CHARLES M. SCHWAB, PAUL H. HARWOOD, JAMES KERNEY.

(N.C.S.O.Loch Ewe, 301832A to Admty. C's in C. W.H. H.F.)
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Mining

Deep A/U At conference he ld  a t A dm ira lty  on 29th December 
m ining in  i t  was agreed that as a fu r th e r  A/U measure deep 
Channel. m in e fie ld s  should be la id  in  the v i c in i t y  o f the

fo llo w in g  fo c a l po in ts  in  the o rder g iven :
H. 10 Buoy. Z Buoy. K Buoy. H. 2 Buoy. 
C.2a Buoy, J .9  Buoy.

(2 )  To implement these proposals fo u r  M .T .B 's  o f  64th F l o t i l l a  
are being tra n s fe rred  to  Portsmouth fo r th w ith  and i t  is  intended 
to  t ra n s fe r  PLOVER from M ilfo rd  Haven on completion o f  present 
O perations about 4th January.
(3 ) Supply o f  mines Mark XV II Assembly 39 on Mark X V II Assembly 
26 s in kers  is  being arranged a t F ra te r . These mines take up 
f ix e d  depth o f  30 f e e t  from the bottom and are f i t t e d  w ith 
h yd ro s ta tic  s a fe ty  sw itches. A skimming sweep is  not th e re fo re  
e s s e n tia l but any su rface  fa i lu r e s  should be sunk by r i f l e  f i r e .
(4 )  Except o f f  H.10 buoy i t  is  recommended that mines be la id  
i n i t i a l l y  to  fo u l an area about one m ile to  westward o f  the buoys 
named. T id a l con d ition s  in  near v ic in i t y  o f  H. 10 buoy a re  to o  
severe and i t  is  recommended that mines be la id  a long a l in e  
extend ing 225 degs. from p o s it io n  49 degs. 49' N . 01 degs. 49*
W. Spacing in  a l l  cases 200 f e e t .
(5 )  Request you w i l l  issue the necessary orders and arrange 
d e ta i ls  o f  mine supply d ir e c t  w ith  Mine Depot.
(A .C .N .S . (H ), 301232A to C. in  C. Portsmouth)

Nore-Schelde Have complied w ith  p a ra .(A ) o f  your 290005 as 
channel. fo l lo w s :

actu a tion  and fu r th e r  5 cables 1 actu a tion s .
(4 )  1 ground mine detaoned in p os it ion  322 degs. N .F . 3 5.3 m iles 
8 cab les as M.S/F. proceeding a t 14 knots and not sweeping 
LL or SA and 2.5 m iles astern  o f  sweeping form ation . E xp los ive  
sweep mark 1 was used throughout.
(S .O . M .S.F. 18, 301349A to  C. in  C. Nore, V .A. D over.)

Sweeping Report f o r  Saturday 30th December, 1944.
Channel from N .F .18 to N .F .13 swept by th ree  B.Y.M .S. and three 
M.M.S. LL/SA and H.G.4 cables e ith e r  side o f  cen tre  l in e .
2 a c tu a tion s . 4 A cou stic  and 1 Magnetic mines detonated in 
p o s it ion s  51.25.45 N. 03.25.33 E. 51.24.24 N. 03.22.34 E. 51.24. 
24 N 03.23.30 E. 51.26.03 N. 0319.58 E. and 51.24.24 N. 03.22.33 
E« r e s p e c t iv e ly .  Channel from N .F .18 to  Bat swept by 2 M.M.S.
11 and SA 1 Actuation  1 magnetic mine detonated in p o s it ion  020 
degs. Terneuzen west harbour f ix e d  green l i g h t  4£ ca b les .

(Com. M/S Terneuzen, 301655A to N .O .I.G .An tw erp )
Your 291155A • Checked sweep on K ing S p it ca rr ied  out to  

depth o f 8 fathoms m eridian width 6 cab les e ith e r  s id e  cen tre  
l in e  N .F.K .H . to  N .F. 6 buoy.
(2 )  Another lap  in  G form ation  to  North  previous c learance swept 
to  depth o f  8 fathoms. N ega tive  r e s u lt .

Area S/S p a tro l now as fo llo w s :
51 degs. 22’ 5" N. 02 degs. 27* 2" E.

9.3* 9** r>9 lifters. 27* 5 " .
51 degs. 23' 5" 02 degs. 31' 5M.
51 degs. 23 ' 5M 02 degs. 3 4 '.
51 degs. 21* 2" 02 degs. 34’ .
51 degs. 21* 1" 02 degs. 30*.

(G ) 51 degs. 211 3” 02 degs. 27' 2 ".

(2 )  West o f  cen tre l in e  to  width 7.5 cable 1 
a ctu a tion .
(3 ) East o f  cen tre l in e  to  w idth 5 cab les 2

/T o ta l . .
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M in ing
N o re -S c h e ld e  T o ta l  m ines -  moored 10 g round  2 . Dans re m a in in g

(b )  C a p ta in  C la s s  F r i g a t e  DAKINS f o r  perm anen t r e p a i r s  a r r i v i n g  A ntw erp  ab o u t 1 0 th  J a n u a ry .DAKINS h a s  s u s t a in e d  damage from  e x t e r n a l  e x p lo s io n  and p r e l im in 
a r y  i n s p e c t io n  r e v e a l s  ;the f o l l o w i n g : -H u ll  p l a t i n g  from  86 fram e to  stem  b u ck led  and d i s t o r t e d  above and below  w a t e r - l i n e .  Lower, co m p artm en ts from  47 fram e to  stem  f lo o d e d  up to  w a te r  l i n e  a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 s t  p la t f o r m  d eck .U pper deck a t  84 fram e b u ck led  and  d i s t o r t e d  b u t s h i p 's  s t r u c t u r e  above w a t e r - l i n e  i s  n o t  f r a c t u r e d .  D.G. i s  o u t o f  a c t i o n .  S h o r in g  a s  p o s s ib le  i s  b e in g  c a r r i e d  o u t  -  s h ip  can p ro ce ed  f o r th w i th  on one b o i l e r  a t  a p p ro x . 8 k n o ts .D i v e r 's  r e p o r t  n o t y e t  a v a i l a b l e .F .O .I .C .H a r w ic h 's  281550 n o t  to  a l l  r e f e r s .(2 )  I f  DAKINS i s  p la c e d  a t  A ntw erp  C. in  C. N ore i s  r e q u e s te d  to  p ro v id e  te m p o ra ry  D.G. f o r  p a s sa g e  to  A ntw erp .(D .O .D .(H ), 301942A to  N .O .I .C .A n tw e rp , C. in  C. N o re .)

H answ eerd , C o s i t i n t r e p  N o.270 P a r t  I I  N av a l.H av re , (1 )  S. B eveland  C a n a l.R ouen. O b s t r u c t io n s  a t  H answ eerd h av e  been f l a t t e n e d  to

c h a n n e l .(C o n td .) 5 a lo n g - s id e  s o u th e r n  l i m i t ;  3 a lo n g s id e  and l i  c a b le s  i n s i d e  n o r th e r n  l i m i t .

Deep m in in g  o f f  H a r t la n d  P o i n t .
My 291039A.S a i le d  PLOVER, e s c o r t  CONQUEROR.( F .O .I .C .M i l f o r d ,  301827A to  C. in  C. P lym outh)

Enemy I n t e l l i g e n c e
I n te r n e d  
German 1 T a n k e r.

My 121752 O c to b e r  t o  A d m ira lty  o n ly .B ilb a o  r e p o r t s  t h a t  German T an k er FRI^SIA u n lo a d e d  a t  th e  Campsa D epot a t  S a n tu rc e  on 2 3 rd  D ecem ber and th e n  r e tu r n e d  to  h e r  fo rm er m ooring  i n  B ilb a o  R iv e r .
(A .B .N .A . M ad rid , 301250A t o  S .O . ( I )  G ib .)

P o r t  F a c i l i t i e s
A n tw erp . R e q u e s t you w i l l  r e p o r t  w h e th e r th e  fo l lo w in g  s h ip s  can be ta k e n  i n  hand a t  A n tw erp .

( a )  F lo w er C la s s  C o rv e t te  PRIMULA f o r  r e f i t  f o r t h w ith . A .S . P o r ts m o u th 's  291114 n o t  t o  a l l  r e f e r s .

g iv e  a p a s sa g e  50 f e e t  w ide w ith  d e p th  a t  h ig h  w a te r  o f  14 f e e t  s a lv a g e  o f  o b s t r u c t i o n s  i s
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Shipping and Convoys

My 290013 during period present U-Boat attacks 
ad join ing  Channel convoys w il l  leave S t. Helens 
making cross-Channel passage during dark hours in 
accordance with fo llow in g  tim e-tab le .
(2) (A) WEEP. 1700 route v ia  Z buoy and p os it ion  RR 
050 degs. 26 ’ N. 001 degs. 11 ' W. thence d ire ct  
to  H.10 Buoy.
(B) VtEC. 2000 routed as in  (a )

(C) WEJ,. 2200 routed as in (A)
(D) WSX 1900 NZ via  Z buoy thence 270 degs. G .l 5 m iles 270 J 5 
m iles 270 degs. Kansas 1 mile thence by searched channel.
(E) \WL. 2200 routed as in (d } .
(F) Ŵ R 0200 routed as in (d) .
(3 ) Convoy from Portland (a ) (?PE)L 1600 routed Q .Z.S. 623 to  
p os it ion  (RR) thence H.10 (B) RYL. 1400 routed Q .Z .S .623 to  
p os ition  220 degs. Z buoy 4 m iles thence as in  para. 2 (D) above.
(4 ) Ships fo r  Cherbourg in BTjC. convoy are to continue St. Helens 
fo r  onward routeing.
(5 ) Convoys and shipping from Far Shore are to  be s im ila r ly  sa iled  
so as to  cross-channel during dark hours.
(B) Between Kansas and Z buoy such shipping should pass 5 m iles 
to eastward o f  J and G 1 Buoy.
(C. in  C. Portsmouth 300034 Cs. in  C. Plymouth, Nore, W.A.)

My 300034. Cancel para. 3. Amended in stru ction s  are 
being sign a lled  to  a u th or it ie s  immediately concerned only.

(C. in C. Portsmouth 302252a t o  Cs. in C. Plymouth, Nore, W.A) 
My 300034 and 302252 L.S.Ts fo r  Cherbourg and Havre should 

s a i l  as a s in g le  P.V.L. Convoy leav ing  Portland 1600 and routed 
by Q .Z.S. 623 to  p osition  270 A 3 5 m iles thence to p os ition  270

C ross- 
Channel 
convoys re
routed and 
timed.

H 8 5 m iles thence H 10 buoy.
(2 ) Cherbourg ships break o f f  at H.10 remainder proceed by 
eastward S 652, 616, 588 E.T.A. Cherbourg 0030 Pasture 0800.
(3 ) I f  the P .V .L. convoy should contain no L.S.T. f o r  Cherbourg 
i t  may be a lte rn a tiv e ly  routed 5 m iles West o f  route ZK as in 
para. 3 (b ) o f  my 300034 depending on U-Boat s itu a tion  at the
time. _
(4 ) Unless U-Boat s itu a tion  fo rb id s  e sco rts  should break o f f  and 
return to Portland from 58 E buoy.

(C. in  C. Portsmouth, 302320A to  N.0 . I .C .P ortla n d .)
Your 291401. Request these measures be brought in to  

fo rce  forthw ith .
(C. in  C. Portsmouth, 301053A to C.T.F.125)

B.T.C. Pass to F .O s.in  C» N.Oal.C. and N.C.S.Os.
Convoys. concerned.

( l )  B.T.C. convoys w il l  be sa iled  d ire c t  to  the 
Downs, where the convoy w il l  anchor and proceed 
in  daylight as ordered by N.O.I.C.Ramsgate to

arrive  Thames 1530. „
(2 ) Wight Joiners led  by new Commodore w il l  R/V at "F" Buoy, 
ships from the west taking station  astern .
(3) A.M. 021256A and C. in  C. Portsmouth’ s 041938A are to be 
amended accord in gly .
(4 ) F .O .I .C .C a rd iff  is  requested to  commence the new precedure
with B.T.C. convoy sa ilin g  on 1st January, 1945. +>,
(D.T.D. 301753A to C. in C. Nore, A.C. Dover Cs. in C. Portsmouth 
Plymouth, C .T.F.125, F .O .B .A .A ., F .O .I.C . C a rd iff, F .O .I.C . 
M ilford  Haven, Conmdr. Southend)

/Personnel • • e
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Shipping and Convoys -  Contd.

Owing to n o n -a v a ila b ility  o f  escorts  and lack  o f 
enemy a c t iv it y  i t  has h ith erto  been customary to 
s a il  groups o f  L .S.Ts to  Prance without e s c o r t .
In present s itu a tion  th is p ra ctice  is  u n sa tis fa c
tory  and action  is  being taken to  provide sane 
escort fo r  a l l  loaded L.S.Ts but the sca le  o f  es

co rt w il l  be based on the assumption that not more than 200 
O ffic e rs  and men includ ing  the ships company are carried in each 
L* S•T#
(2 ) Owing to  shortage o f  L .S .Is . the d a ily  l i f t  o f  troops has 
recen tly  been carried  partly  in  L.S.Ts but such a procedure 
a lte r s  the character o f  the convoy and an escort more nearly 
equivalent to  that o f  a personnel convoy should be provided.
(3 ) I t  is  th erefore  requested that not more than 100 troops
plus ships company o f 100 should be embarked in each L.S.T. unless 
i t  has been confirmed beforehand with C. in C. Portsmouth than 
an adequate escort can be provided. Owing to  the acute
shortage o f  escorts  as much n otice  as p ossib le  should be given.
(4 ) Every e f f o r t  w ill  be made to  provide s u f f ic ie n t  escort fo r  
L .S .T 's  carrying personnel but when the e s co r t  v esse ls  are not 
ava ilab le  i t  w ill  be necessary to  decide whether to accept higher 
r isk s  in order to  avoid the delay involved in w aiting fo r  
adequate escorts  to become a v a ila b le .
(C. in 0 . Portsmouth, 302148 to  A .N .C .X .F .)

Personnel 
s a il in g  in 
L .S .Ts.

r
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North Atlantic
Escort On arrival of 55th and 57th Escort Groups at
Groups. Gibraltar request you will nominate two escort

groups from the 38th - 41st E.G. to return to 
U.K. where an urgent requirement for A/S. 
reinforcements has arisen.

(2) Ships will be required for operations immediately on arrival 
and should as far as possible have recently been boiler
cleaned.
(3) This should be explained to ships’ companies who should be 
told that it is hoped to give a short spell of leave later when 
circumstances allow.
(4) Destinations will be signalled later.
(5) Admty. T.0.0. 300106 refers. (See S. Atlantic).
(A.C.N.S.(F) 300130A amended by 301214A, 2040128A, 311230A).

ODZANI» ODZANI is to take BIDEFORD under his orders and
BIDEFORD. sail at 0900A Jan. 1st to U.K.

(2) Destinations ODZANI Portsmouth, BIDEFORD 
Devonport.
(3) S. of A. 12 knots.54) Routed through northern half of Straits thence:- a) 35.59 N. 06.10 W. (b) 36.55 N. 09.05 W. (c) 38.40 N. 09.45 W. 

d) 43.00 N. 09.45 W. (e) 48.00 N. 06.00 W. (f) 180° Lizard 
Head five thence by standard route to destinations.
(5) E.T.A. Eddystone 0300A Jan. 5th.
(6; Communications.

(7) Codeword "Curve" (823).
(F.OiG.M.A., 301143A to C. in C. Plymouth, ODZANI).

HAARLENI Intend to sail ERIKfcAY at 1200A Dec. 31st to
relief. Horta Azores.

(2) S. of A. 8£ knots.
(3; Route through Northern Half of Straits to 

(all positions north and west)s-
(a) 35.59 N. 06.10 W. (b) 36.40 N. 10.00 W. (c) 37.23 N. 15*00 W. 
(d) 37.51 N. 20.00 W. (e) 38.08 N. 25.OO W. (f) 38.11 N. 28.30 W 
thence direct to Horta.S4) E.T.A. daylight January 6th.

5 ) Codeword "Potassium" 520.
6) Communications in accordance with S.1/44 section M.D. also 

additional watch on 2150 kilocycles when within 400 miles of the 
Azores.
(7) Your 271214 and my 281149 neither to all refer. ERI&KAY 
sails in lieu of LORD HOTHAM.
(F.O.G.M.A., 301521A to S.B.N.O. Azores, etc.).
PHEASANT. My 271240 not to Admty. It has been necessary

to dock PHEASANT to carry out repairs to 
defective diesel oil tank.

(2) Ships will not now sail until approx. 14th January on 
completion of repairs and A/A exercises.
(F.O.G.M.A., 301703A to C. in C. Med. etc.).

/ A/S...



MOST SECRET

726
30.12.19U4.

War Diary. Saturday.
FOREIGN STATIONS

North Atlantic - Contd.
A/S (1) If not in contact Ulst E.G. is to leave
Patrols. patrol so as to arrive Gibraltar before dark on

1st January. L
(2) E.G.40 in BA^INDERRY is to take CYCLAMEN under 

his orders and proceed at 1000A Jan. 1st to carry out A/S patrol 
"Kidney” to westward of Strait or:-
(3) BERGAMOT will be sailed to Join E.G.40 when ready weather 
permitting.S4) 38th E.G. is to continue A/S sweep through position (A) (K)
L) and (B) of opposite "Bacon" and "Sausage".
5) E.G.38 is requested to report P.C.S. every 8 hours of the 

sweep.
(6) 1 U-Boat now estimated to be patrolling in Med. Approaches.
No further information available.
(7) E.G.40 acknowledge.
(F.O.G.M.A., 301705A to E.G.38, E.G.40, E.G.41).

South Atlantic
Request you will sail 55th and 57th Escort Groups 
less KILS to Gibraltar with all convenient 
despatch, making other arrangements for escort 
of A.F.D. 24.
Your 271423 and 271857.
(A.C.N.S.(P)t 300106A to F.O.C.W.Af., Info. 
F.O.G.M.A., C. in C» Med., C. in C.W.A.).

(1) Detach WOODRUFF daylight 31st to Dakar for
fuel. i_
(2) KILMALCQJfl and KILKHAMPTON be sailed p.m. 31st 
to relieve WELLINGTON and WILLOWHERB.

(3) When relieved WELLINGTON and WILLOWHERB proceed Gibraltar. 
Speed 12 knots by route given in my 271852.
(4) After parting company, request Comar Dakar by signal to sail 
WOODRUFF as requisite to Join you off Dakar.
(F.O.C.W.Af., 301041 to E.G.55).

Reference my 271852 WELLINGTON, WILLOWHERB and WOODRUFF are 
required to proceed Gibraltar. My 301041 refers.
(2) Request you sail Air France 1, 3 and 4 to Join A.F.D.,24 1200Z 
4th Jan. when KILMALCO^ and KILHAMPTON will detach to Dakar for 
docking 5th Jan. as arranged.
(3) Escort of A.F.D.24 will then be Air France 1, 3 and 4 
KILCHATTAN.

(F.O.C.W.Af., 301202Z to Comar Dakar etc.).

Escort 
Groups.

E.G.55.

Enemy German Y type mine destroyed by S.A.N.F. mine
mine. disposal squad 29th Dec. near mouth of Great Brak

River (position 34° 03' 30" S. 22° 16' &)
report states mine appeared to have been in water 

not longer than three months.
(C. in C.S.A., 301105B). /Greek...
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South Atlantic - Contd.
M. of W.T. Representative Mombassa reports 
to M.W.T.R. Capetown that Greek ship(s) causing 
trouble and propose to send to Durban should 
situation worsen. Similarly Consular Shipping 
Adviser Lourenco Marques reports 2 Greek ships 
with serious crew unrest due to E.L.A.S. 
sympathies. Officers ring-leaders. Ridiculous 

demands. Captains lives threatened. Lourenco Marques also 
proposes to send to Durban. Consider this most undesirable as 
it involves Union Government in Greek political affairs.
Request information as to reason against dealing with cases at 
Kilindini.
(C. in C.S.A., 301111B to Cdre. E. Africa) Reply 31101+5.

Greek
shipping,
crew
trouble.

DUGUAY DUGUAY TROUIN sailed at 0800 on 30th Dec.
TROUIN. Q.B.A.1 to 128 131+ 136 137 139. B.Y.1 to 106

108 112 113 B.B.1 to 1+38 1+1+9 1+53. B.H.-C 
1 to 299 322 323.
(S.O.(l) Freetown, 301252Z to Amiral Oest Afrique).

A.F.D.21+. WELLINGTON, WOODRUFF, WILLOWHERB, KILDARY,
KILCHATTAN sailed with A.F.D.21+ at 1615Z on 29th 
Dec. Q.T.A. 230 L.F.1+ B.H.-C 1+ 31 229 21+9 277 
317 322 323 329 B.A.61+ 81 106 126 136 137 139 
11+0 B.Y.101+ 105.
(S.O.(l) Freetown, 3011+56Z to F.O.G.M.A.).

MIRROR. Following is a repetition of F.O.C.W.Afs.
300935 Groups 53 begins:- F.O.G.M.A. Info. C.M.S.F. 
Comar Dakar, C. in C. Med., Admty., From 
F.O.C.W.Af., C.M.S.Fs. 291611 MIRROR proceed 

unescorted fron 26° 10’ N. F.O.G.M.A. Pass to KILMARTIN.
T .0.0. Ends.
(Freetown, C.C.O., 30151+6Z to F.O.G.M.A.).

VALIANT Sailed WYE and TEST in accordance with Admty's.
escort. 161+6/23 Nov„ para. 1+(B) R/V at l600Z/30th

C. in C.S.A’s. 18101+7 para. 2 not to Adraty. 
refers.
(2) DOVEY will be sailed to relieve TEST. 
(Com. Durban, 301630 to Admty., C. in C.S.A.). 

Ship sailed. My 301630 para.2.
(N.O.I.C. Durban, 301710 to Admty., C. in C.S.A.).
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Mediterranean
Greece. Sitrep 2. General situation unchanged. Using

anything that will float to clear north coast 
Corfu. Established night caique patrol ridges 
of R.H.N. 395 in Corfu Channel. Nothing sighted. 

One fishing boat from Gomenizza with 2 E.L.A.S. agents captured 
near Lefkero.
(3) Unloaded BRUISER, L.C.I.(L) 316 and 5 caiques.
(4) One for Paxos did not sail delayed by Military later by 
weather.
(5) Oil barge 72 active.
(G.S. THEMISTOCLES, 300845B to COPREV).

SALAMIS, Sail 1100B/30th at 27 knots to meet TAKLIWA which
TAKLIWA. left Taranto 1730 29th en route Piraeus at 13

knots by route R.9, R.11 and Q.B.C.927.
(2) Route Q.B.C.927 to position 704 thence through 

R .12 and R.9 until R/V.
(3) Codeword "Organise" W/T call sign 051 priority low C.O.N. 
shore.
(4) Constant watch area broadcast (L.V.).
(5 ) On R/V. reverse route and escort TAKLIWA to Piraeus.
(6) F.O.T.A.L.I. 291515 refers.
(S.O.I.S. Leghorn, 300901 to G.S. SALAMIS etc.).

Orders will be that SALAMIS will R/V you at position 036®
39* N. 021° 07' E. at 2000/30th Dec. and escort you to 
Piraeus.

(S.B.N.O. Greece, 300941B to TAKLIWA).
Joined up with TAKLIWA in position 036° 28* N. 021° 20' E. 

at 1355. E.T.A. 1300.
(G.S. SALAMIS, 302010 to S.B.N.O. Greece).

Hunt Request you will nominate one of the Hunts of
class 19th Division released on arrival of MILNE and
refit. MATCHLESS, to be taken in hand for refit at

Alex, on the 1st February. Para.3 of A.M. 282326 
to C. in C. Med. only and your 232017 Dec. para.

2 refer.
(2) On completion of refit ship should be sailed to U.K. to 
adjust complement and give leave.
(A.C.N.S.(F) 300100 to C. in C. Med.) Reply C. in C. Med. 311412.

Cositintrep Coastal Air Force. 5 Wellingtons and 8 
No.538* Beaufighters R/C. Maestra Point/Cape Promontore

by night and attacked 2 E-Boats scoring near 
misses but no conclusive results.

5 Venturas on armed R/C. Spezia/Genoa bombed barges and F-Boats 
probably sinking 1 F-Boat and 1 barge.
(H.Q. M.A.A.F., 301132A).

INVER Intend sailing INVER at 1330A/3rd Jan. S. of a .
14 knots tc Gibraltar for onward routeing to 
U.K.
(2) Routed Q.B.B.246 route D to 47 thence coast

wise to 4 42 positions 38.22 N. 15*34 E. 33, 38, 10 N. 09.45 
E, 19 Basic westbound route and Q.B.A.64. E.T.A. p.m. 7th to be signalled by INVER. / Codeword "Spruce"
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INVER 
(Contd.)

Codeword "Spruce" 094.
(3) C. in C. Med’s. 261947 not to all refers. 
(F.O.T.A.L.I.» 301529A to C. in C. Med.).

Preveza Authorised evacuation of Preveza completed
evacuation. without incident. Am proceeding to Corfu.

Details follow
(Coprev, 301605B to S.B.N.O. Greece).

PRINCE Sailed Corfu l630B/30th by Q.B.C.925 to position
HENRY. 040® 05' N. 019° 43’ 3. through position 039°

40’ .9 N. 018° 311 30" E. thence by Q.B.B.344 to 
Taranto. E.T.A. 0900B/31st speed of advance 11 
knots. My 301130B refers.
(PRINCE HENRY, 301636b to Cudo).

Situation (1) Gulf of Genoa.
Report Periodical bombardment continues to be carried out
No.521. by Allied destroyers near Franco Italian border.

(2) Sicily.
Number of missing from R.Y.N.S. KUMANOVO is now 
only 7.

(3) Preveza.
Final evacuation of Greek troops and civilians was expected to 
be completed today (?Saturday) without serious interference.
(4) Levkas.
S.L.A.S. have started attack against Levkas and have taken 
Meganisi. Endeavour (?will be) made to evacuate Zervas troops 
but not civilians.
(5) Crete.
All quiet at Heraklion.
«'6) Mitylene.
(?Sabotage) strike ended and situation improved.
(7) Symi.
Wireless station established. Unloading of stores well ahead 
of schedule.
(8) Patras.
Situation outwardly (?calm) but tension continues.
(C. in C. Med., 301950A to Admty. etc.).

Greek Your 291831 and H.M.C.S. PRINCE HENRY 301130 not
Evacuation. to all addressees. H.M.C.S. PRINCE HENRY sailed

1645 30th via northern channel to Taranto E.T.A. 
0900/31. On H.M.C.S. PRINCE HENRY’s decision 

prisoners retained on board till destination . Your 301049 not 
to all addressees refers.
(2) H.M.S. BRUISER sailed 2030 carrying 11th Greek Battalion 
530 in number and 4 Italian prisoners. E.T.A. Taranto 0930/31. 
All times Baker.
(N.O.I.C. Corfu, 302049B to Coprev).

Patras. From Campbell.
(1) Situation programme gives no cause for alarm 
in opinion of local Commander.

(2) Uniformed and plain clothes E.L.A.S. have complete freedom 
of movement within 50 yards of quay. All positions in command/of...
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of harbour are in possession of E.L.A.S. troops 
who have at least 75 millimetre guns and many 
buildings adjoining water front are undoubtedly 
strongly held by them.
(3) Local Commander is confident that if fighting 

starts he can maintain bridgehead with force at his disposal for 
at least 10 days. But casualties will inevitably be heavy and 
any further must envisage - 
(a) reinforcing or (b) evacuating.
(U) Immediate action taken has been to sail idle shipping 
carrying such surplus requirements of personnel, mechanical 
transport and stores as are not now needed. Stores and 
personnel not required ashore are also being loaded when possible 
without inviting enemy action.
(5) Immediate naval requirements are to be maintained at Patras - 
(a) 1+ L.C.I.(s), (b) k destroyers, (c) k  B.Y.M.S.
All these 3 have been already requested:- 
(d) one personnel ship.
The latter would be evacuated.
(1) Rebels. (2) p.O.W. (3) Classified Greek personnel.
(6) Greek "Mil” plan of evacuation. Should this be decided upon 
requires no (?naval) addition. 5erths for all L.S.Ts. 
available simultaneously and L.C.Ts. will embark fighting force 
from the flanks.
(7) Consider evacuation could be undertaken within next 10 days 
with very slight casualties or loss of valuable stores provided 
it is carried out on all out in 22+ hour basis.
8) Agreed "Pat" Force.
B.L.N.O. Patras, 302230B to S.B.N.O. Greece etc.).

Patras 
(Contd.)

i
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East Indies
Arrival U.S.S. ADMIRAL BENSON, E.M.S. ROEBUCK and 
RELENTLESS.
(F.O. Bombay, 300234Z to Admty.).

Estimates.
(C. in C. E.I.S., 300431Z to S. and A. E.I.S.).
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KENTVILLE Reference your 300212, N.T. in W.D. intend
search. searching area 02+4° 21* N. 063° 06* W. 044® 31*

N. 063° 03’ W. My position 0645Z/30 044° 30’ 
N. 063° 03' W. No sign of ASHBY PARK, 
continuing search.
(H.M.C.S. KENTVILLE, 300645Z to C. in C.C.N.A.)

LACHUTE The following allocation is effective to date
30th December from new construction to the mid 
ocean force for duty with C.5 H.M.C.S. LACHUTE. 
(2) Pay accounts to be held in AVALON.
(C. in C.C.N.A., 301254Z to N.S.H.Q.).

Routine . Deferred to remainder.
F.O.N.Fs. 261501 and C. in C.C.N.A. 272126, 
neither to all, PROMPT and JASEUR should escort 
French trawlers DUGUAY TROUIN, TEMERAIRE, 
CAPRICORN and CAP FAGNET until reaching longitude 
45° W. Trawlers are then to be detached to 
proceed unescorted to Azores, escorts proceeding 

to Londonderry for onward routeing to Granton.
(2) S.B.N.O. Azores is requested to sail unescorted:
(a) First three named trawlers to Casablanca.
(b) CAP FAGNET to Falmouth for onward routeing to Havre. 
(D.O.D.(H), 301309A F.O.N.F., S.B.N.O. Azores). See 041424Z 
from Admty. to F.O.N.F.

PROMPT,
JASEUR
French
trawlers.

VAN Cominch 29lS45*not to all. Your duty under
KINSBERGEN. Comeastseafron completed 30th Dec. When ready 

for sea about 1200Q that date depart New York. 
Proceed on course 120° true from point Z to 69* 
30 W. thence via A 25.01 N. 68.01 W. B. 1755 N. 

68.10 W. to Curacao. Speed 17 knots. Arrival report Cafac 
for further orders. Comraunications S.P. 02522 and 02523
S.P.2489, 2535, 2536. Major war vessel recognition. Guard 
Washington primary F throughout voyage and 4155 kc/s additional 
after 0400Q Jan. 1st. For transmission use 4235 kc series 
until 01 04 00 Q and 4155 kc/s thereafter. Obtain latest 
hydrographic information and file departure. Report with 
C T G 02.3.
(Comeastseafron, 301321Z to H.N.M.S. VAN KINSBERGEN by hand 
to C.T.G. 02.9).
S.P.02522 - Naval Cypher No.7, S.P.02523 - Naval Decypher No«7» 
S.P.2489 - Delivery Groups and W/T Call signs for Major War 
Vessels Part 1, S.P.2535 - Delivery Groups snd Radio Call Signs 
for Major War Vessels Part 1 (U.S.), S.P . 2536 - Delivery 
Groups and Radio Call Signs for Major War Vessels Part 11 
British - U.S.No.1.
* Sailing H.N.M.S. VAN KINSBERGEN to Curacao.

C.R. No.2708. In compliance Corneastseafron’s 301321 and 
Cominch 291645 not to all VAN KINSBERGEN departs Tompkinsville 
1200Q/30 passing point Z 1500Q/30. E.T.A. Curacao 0800Q/4. 
Holding latest Q.J.H.383 and Q.J.E.180.

(Navfrom Base Tompkinsville N.Y., 301548 to Com.3.)

U-Boat Estimates. m-i k -*a <7\dispositions. (N.S.H.Q.Ottawa, 301416Z, Cominch 301538Z).
/Torpedoing.••
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(A) 1 3U8z/ 21*/1 2/l*i*. Position approx. 25 N. 
b3*20 W. Weather - wind westnorthwest Force i*> 
visibility P.5 sea 31 sea temp 1+2 F air temp 
36 (corrupt group).
(B) Cat gear was streamed.
(C) (1) Not in contact. (2) Not in contact.
(3) 12 to 15 knots. (i*) On passing Halifax Gate

inward at 1751 Z/2i+th December.
(D) (1) Nil. (2) Not in contact. Streamed Cat after torpedoing 
of H.M.C.S. CLAYOQUOT. (3) Explosion dead astern at about i*00 
yards.
(E) Only one believed present.
(F; Not sure explosion due to Gnat. Explosion was very deep 
and only a heavy boiling appeared on surface. No water spout. 
S.S. LADY RODNEY has reported similar occurrence off Egg Island 
to N.C.S.O. Halifax. Track Chart and report of proceedings 
have already been forwarded to Capt. D. Newfoundland.
(FENNEL, 301519Z to C. in C.C.N.A., N.S.H.Q.D.Newfoundland).

Torpedoing
of
CLAYOQUOT
( 2 U . 1 2 . )

HAIDA. Anticipate sailing H.M.C.S. HAIDA to U.K. via
Azores on Uth January.
(2) Ship requires Tiu and Panel L.U3 and L.37 
to be fitted. Request equipment be allocated 

and destination in U.K. indicated.
(C. in C.C.N.A., 301626Z to Adraty.). see 021502A and 050321Z.

Departure Halifax 0130Z 5th Jan., H.M.C.S. HAIDA 
independently to Horta, Azores, my 301626 Dec. not to all, refers. 
Routed Q.J.A.25J+ thence through (X).A*0.1*0 N. 53.00 W., (Y) 38.50 N. 
31.00 W.,thence destination via Q.B.A.122.2. S. of A. 20 
knots. E.T.A. at Horta 1130Z/8th Jan.
(U) Chop 1700Z/6th.
(5; On arrival Horta request HAIDA be fuelled and given onward 
routeing to Plymouth.
(C. in C.C.N.A., 050321Z to S.B.N.O. Azores).

CAMROSE. Your 21*1120. H.M.C.S. CAMROSE delayed with
defects E.T.D. will be signalled when known. 
Admty. pass to C.N.M.O.
(S.B.N.O. W.At., 301639Z to Admty.).

Tugs for Following from M.W.T.R. Jamaica. Reference
S.Africa. proposal, to send 12 tugs via Pernambuca and

Freetown instead of via Bermuda and Azores, 
matter has been fully discussed with Master 

ATMORE who has had considerable and recent experience with small 
craft on both routes. Objections to southerly routes are:-
(1) Considerably increased distance of which whole is in 
tropical waters, affecting engineers quarters and engine room.
(2) Number of ports with repairs being found necessary at each, 
coupled with crew difficulties at those ports.
(3) Opposing winds and currents between Trinidad and Pernambuco 
and long drag against wind and current up African coast.
( k )  Necessity of calling at Canaries.
(5) If mechanical trouble is determining factor then this will 
be seriously aggravated on longer runs.
(6) Repair facilities at Bermuda and Jamaica are better. B.R.O. 
Jamaica fully concurs.
(C.S.A. Jamaica, 301650Z to S.B.N.O. W. Atlantic).

/LARKSPUR...
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LARKSPUR. Advise status of U.S.A.H.S. LARKSPUR. My

291902Z not to all.
(Cinclant, Adcond, 3018U7Z to Comtaskgroup 21.9).

A replacement for JOLIETTE is not available. 
Your 27172^ refers.
(N.S.H.Q., 301905Z to C.N.M.O.).
* Is it intended to allocate another frigate 
to E .G .25*

I feel it would be unfortunate to approach the 
Navy Dept, at the present moment on the subject 
contained in Admty's. 292139.* The analysis 
of the overall shipping requirements in 
relation to shipping facilities available is 
just getting under way, and there is little 

doubt that a difficult discussion will subsequently arise as 
to the extent to which purely military requirements should have 
precedence over essential civilian supply necessities.
(2) It is probable that an approach by us here would only evoke 
from Cominch a repetition of his earlier recommendation 
communicated in his 191310/Oct. to the Admiralty for First Sea 
Lord (my 202009/0ct. also refers).
(3) Consequently recommend that this requirement be first 
further pursued directly between C. in C.B.P.F. and the 
Commander of the S.W. Pacific Area.
(B.A.D., 302137Z to Admiralty).
* Movement of U.S. stores from Australia.

E.G.25.

British
Pacific
Fleet.

Australia and New Zealand
American The following salient features of the American
organisation. Naval Organisation in the Central pacific which 

may already be known to the Admiralty are 
relevant to the agreement reached between Fleet 
Admiral Nimitz and Admiral Fraser at Pearl

Harbour.
(2) All Commandant Americal Naval Forces under Cinpac are 
organised into one Fleet which is alternatively called Third 
Fleet when operating under Admiral Halsey or Fifth Fleet when 
operating under Admiral Spruance. While one of these two 
Command teams is operating the Fleet the other is planning its 
next operation.
(3) The Fleet is flexibly divided into a number of Task Forces 
for example.
(a) A fast carrier Task Force comprising most of the Fleet 
and Light Fleet Carriers and fast battleships.
(b) A close support Task Force comprising old battleships and 
assault escort carriers.
(c) An amphibious Assault Task Force.

Ak). . .
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(U) Once an operation has been launched the 
Fleet remains in the combat area (that is within 
air striking range of the objective) for several 
weeks on end and is kept supplied there by a 
service force which brings up fuel, ammunition, 
fresh provisions and also reserve aircraft and 

air crews (in escort carriers) from the advanced base.
(5) An advanced base (such as Ulithe/ at present) is used for 
the service and supporting force required for the specific 
operation in progress for example:-
(a) For the accommodation of reserve air groups (A/A carrier 
which has suffered losses may be sent back to exchange her entire 
air outfit).
(b) As a terminal for the commercial tankers and bulk supply 
ships who discharge there into the Fleet tankers ans issue ships 
for forward transport to the Fleet in the combat area.
(c ) As an advanced repair or salvage base.
(6) Intermediate bases (such as Manus at present) are used for 
more general uses such as:-
(a^ For advanced training, (b) For mounting operations.
(c) As a supply dump. (d) For recreation. (e) As a repair 
base. (f) As a pool for Fleet personnel.
(7 ) Conclusion.
The whole organisation is designed to enable the Fleet to keep 
the sea in a manner which has not previously been attempted since 
the advent of steam. This outlook differs greatly from our 
existing ideas whereby a Fleet returns to a shore base for 
replenishment of stores, ammunition, etc. Part II the agreement.
(8) Status and Command.
(a) The C. in C. B.P.F. will have the same status under C. in C. 
Pacific as the 3rd and 5th Fleets.
(b) As the constitution of the combatant portion of the B.P.F. 
is equivalent to a fast carrier Task Force it will be operated 
as such, the Third (or Fifth) Fleet will then have two fast 
carrier Task Forces, one British and one American.
(c) The Flag Officer operating the B.P.F. at sea will normally 
do so under Com. Third or Fifth Fleets.
(9) Bases.
(a; The Rear Fleet bases will be in Eastern Australia. •
(b) Initially there will be an intermediate base at Manus, 
Espiritu Santo may also be used if required subsequently the 
intermediate base will be moved forward as occasion offers.
(c) Advanced bases (within the meaning of para.5(a) will be 
allocated for specific operations.
(10) The B.P.F. will take part as a fast carrier Task Force 
in the most advanced operations of the Pacific Fleet initially 
it will be allotted specific tasks which will necessitate close 
tactical co-operation with American units the first of these 
operations will take place shortly after the arrival of the 
first contingent.
(11) With the present eclipse of the Japanese Fleet, the 
principal enemy with the Fleet will contend, is the Japanese 
shore based Air Force offensively the main objective will be 
the neutralisation of the enemy Air Forces and airfields. 
Defensively the main task will be to defeat the suicide bombers. 
Note: For this purpose the Americans are equipping their Fleet 
and Light Fleet carriers with a proportion of fighters to 
T.B.R. and D.B. of two to one.

American 
organisation 
(Contd.)

/(1 2)
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(12) Special weapons whose proper target is the 
enemy main units will be held in reserve pending 
a change in the strategic situation. Consideration 
will also be given to their use against lesser 
targets.
(13) Minelaying of surface vessels does not form

a part of the immediate strategy but is visualised as part of the 
furture strategy of cutting Japan off from the mainland. The 
fast minelayer will therefore be required at a later date.
( 1 U )  It was agreed as a best policy that all British submarines 
should operate together initially it appeared that the Iwp area 
would be the most profitable for them and consequently the 
British submarines have been ordered to Com. Seventh Fleet 
Group.
(15) Minesweeping requirements will increase as the Allies 
approach Japan, some minesweepers will be required shortly but 
it is doubtful whether British ones can be used as they will 
initially be needed as escorts.
(16) Escorts for supply convoys are required from Minus onwards 
the recent re-appearance of (?enemy) submarines off the 
Australian Coast may also make convoys necessary in this area.
Log signal communications:
(17) It was agreed that the B.P.F. should turn over entirely 
to American signalling methods and procedures and cryptographic 
systems with the exception of E.C.M. this latter will initially 
be supplied to Flag Officers only with a special operating team. 
Adequate American signal staffs are being attached initially
to each ship and unit.
Logistic Support:
(18) It is quite evident that logistic support is the limiting 
factor in the Pacific and not the number of available operational 
units for this reason it has made abundantly clear that the 
B.P.F. must be self supporting in every respect.
(19) This does not mean that the Americans would not be prepared 
to pool resources for the sake of efficiency provided that we 
were supplying our proper quota nor does it mean that they would 
withhold essential support to get a unit into operation provided 
the equivalent British support was available elsewhere.
(20) It does mean however that the Americans are fully occupied 
with the supply of their own Fleet and have little to spare 
for us. Part three action required.
(21) I intend to operate the British Pacific Fleet to the best 
possible effect in the most advanced operations in the pacific, 
and Fleet Admiral Nimitz has agreed that I should do so
but this will not be possible unless the Fleet has adequate 
logistic support. Without such support there is no doubt that 
I cannot carry out prolonged operations and take part in the 
same manner as the Americans.
(22) From the information available to me I consider that the 
logistic support already planned is not adequate to meet the new 
strategic situation involving as it does:
(a) The institution of an intermediate base between Australia 
and the advanced base (see para.6 above).
(b) Support at sea in advance of the advai ced base.
(c) Operations of a considerably more sustained nature than were 
previously contemplated.
(23) It is requested that these problems should be given further 
urgent consideration in the Admiralty in the light of the

War Diary

American 
Organisation 
(Contd.)

/strategic
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strategic situation outlined above and a fresh 
estimate of requirements made certain of the 
more prominent and urgent needs will be sig
nalled as they become apparent.
Also any further information that may.be 
required on American methods of operating or on 

their experience on the scale of operational requirements will 
be signalled if you need them.
(24) Apart from the actual aspect I believe that a basis of 
mutual goodwill has been laid and that Cincpac, and his 
Commanders are prepared to co-operate generously.
(25) V.A.B.P.F. is requested to pass this signal or such parts 
of it as he considers suitable to ships of the B.P.F. C. in 
C. B.P.F. will pass to R.A.D.B.P.F.
(26) Admty. pass to F.0.S. C. in C. E.I. pass basegrara to 
V.A.B.P.F. , S.4, R.A.A.D.
(C. in C. B.P.F., 300330 to Admty., etc.) See 040640 j r / 2  
/ As received.
Note: This signal is part eleven and final of 300330Z.
F.O.S/M included in circulation.

American 
organisation. 
(Contd.)

Carriers My 300330* in order that British carriers may
B.P.F. be capable of operating in a similar manner to

the American the following provisions must be 
made:

(A) Formation of reserve carrier groups based in the forward 
area. In these reserve groups the highest priority should be 
given to fighters.
Tb ) The provision of ferry carriers for transport of -
(1) Reserve aircraft to advanced base (these may be flown off 
or hoisted out depending on circumstances). (2) Reserve 
aircraft and air-crew to the carrier in the combat area (these 
will invariably have to be flown).
(II) It has been calculated here that 4 ferry C.V.Es. rising to 
6 will be required. Notwithstanding the existing policy with 
regard to ferry C.V.E. those in this area must (? all) be 
provided with air staff adequate for flying and should be of a 
type capable of catapulting American aircraft as they must be 
interchangeable and any of (? them) may be required to fly off 
aircraft.
(ill) In addition 2 carriers will be required for D.L.T.2, one 
for reserve groups in the advanced area and one for training 
pools in Australia.
(IV) The only C.V.E. at present in British Pacific Fleet are 
(?STRIKER) and FENCER from both of which all air staff were 
removed in U.K.

(C. in C. B.P.F., 300340Z to Admty., etc.)
* Broad outline of American organisation as affecting 

B.P.F. bases for B.P.F. etc.
In light of my 300330 request you will signal your 

preliminary remarks on your proposed method of operating 
including: (a) Operating strength of each fleet carrier.
(b) Numbers of spare aircraft and air crews that would be 
carried. (c) Adequacy of existing flying control personnel 
for the intensity of operations visualised.
(2) That should be based on following assumptions:

/ ( A ) • • •
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Carriers
B.P.F.

That operations may be expected to last for 
periods of at least 3 weeks without returning

(Contd.) harbour.
(B) That the remainder the establishment (other 
than (1) (a) and 1 (b) above) would be held in 

forward areas with other available reserves ready to be transferred 
in C.V.Es. to C.Vs. in combat areas.
(C. in C.B.P.F., 300359Z to R.A.A., B.P.F., Admty., V.A.2., 
F.O.N.A.S.» Australia., V.A.(Q) B.P.F.).

Digest 107h, (3) Allied convoy approaching Mindoro via Mindanao
Dec.29th. and Sulu Seas again subjected to several air

attacks during morning but nil damage reported.
8 enemy planes destroyed by ships A/A during 

this and previous evenings raids including suicide divers; 
report from Mindoro based fighter cover not yet available.
(6) Single Warship described as Battleship sighted 75 miles 
N.E. Cape Varelli early afternoon course West at 15 knots 
possibly making for Comranh Bay.
(1U) Six Liberators sweeping Western Flores Sea midday 28th 
bombed Ende Barracks, also small ships and barges off Masemore 
starting fires one coaster, near misses scored on oil barge. 
(G.H.Q.S.W.P.A., 301059Z).

V.S.I.S. An urgent requirement for additional V.S.I.S’s.
has arisen in S.E.A.C. and Pacific Command. 
Admiralty signal of today to V.A.Q. refers.
After consideration of all problems involved 

allocation has been agreed of PRIAM and DENBIGHSHIRE. (Details 
of transfer).
(6) PRIAM is understood to be available beginning Jan. for 
loading at Melbourne, DENBIGHSHIRE late Jan. at Sydney.
Vessels will remain on T.99A. Request you agree time and 
date of transfer and bunxers on board.
(D. of S.T., 301905A to P.S.T.O. Sydney).

Escort Cominch appreciates the offer of PATROLLER,
carriers. REAPER, RANEE and THANEMADE in A.M. 211838 and

because of urgent requirements he requests the 
dates of their earliest availability for Ferry 
duties under operational control of C.in C.P.O.A. 

(2) Meanwhile Cominch states that he and C. in C. P.O.A. are 
making a study of the most advantageous employment of the C.V.E. 
Assault Force offered and will advise me shortly.
(B.A.D. Washington, 302139Z to Admty.).
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN

N. 02°

at

Submarine For 24 hours to 0900Z/30th Dec.
attack and Para.A.(l) BLACK HAWK and ARTHUR SEWALL 
sighting torpedoed at 1335Z/29th Dec. in 50° 28'
summary. 28’ W.

U — (2) A/C. L/4 0 7 attacked U-Boat course 300 
0113Z/30th Dec. in 50° 05' N. 02® 30’ W.

Para.B. (1) A/C. S/202 sighted possible Snort at 0955Z/29th 
Dec. in 52° 37' N. 10° 58’ W.
(2) ROTHAM and HELMSDa LE attacked contact at 1053Z/29th Dec. 
in 50° 11' N. 00® 48' W.
(3) Cherbourg patrol reported contact at 1055z/29th Dec. in 
49° 39' N. 01® 52’ W.
(4) M.T.B. 733 attacked possible contact at l6UOZ/29th Dec. 
in 50® 22' N. 02® 27' W.
(5) SKOMER attacked contact at 0205Z/30th Dec. in 49° 25* N.
03° 27* W.
(6) A/C. M/210 attacked possible Snort at 04l9Z/30th Dec. in 
58® 29’ N. 02® 10' W.
Para.C.(l) A/C. E/10 sighted oil patches at 10 yard intervals at 
1025Z/29th Dec. in 49° 17’ N. 05® 28' W.
(2) A/C. D/114 attacked wake at 0030Z/30th Dec. in 51® 08' N.
08° 15* W.
(3) A/C. F/36 sighted possible Snort course 004®
Dec. in 50® 12’ N. 02® 53’ W.
(4) U.S. A/C. N/625 sighted wake course 90® at 1748Z/29th Dec. 
in 49® 20’ N. 21® 46' W.
(5) U.S.S. CAPE SPEAR reported possible torpedo attack at 
1900Z/29th Dec. in 03® 15' 3. 78® 00’ E.
(D.D.I.C., 301125A to Cominch, N.S.H.Q.).

at 0325Z/30th

U-Boat
dispositions.

Estimates.
(D.D.I.C., 301422A, 301434a ).
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SITUATION REPORT

North Sea
Home Commands
1. Suspected sabotage has seriously injured 
the Southern lock gates of the Walcheren canal.

Channel 2. In view of the increase in U-boat activity 
C. in C. Portsmouth is diverting a number of minesweepers from routine sweeping to anti-U-boat duties,
Le Havre is now considered to be "reasonably clear" of oyster mines.

West Coast Prance 3. Three magnetic mines have been detonated at Brest.

Northern
Waters. 4. ZEPHYR, destroyer, was damaged by torpedo 

or floating mine 20 miles west of Orkney, and returned to Scapa.

Riviera

Foreign Stations 

Mediterranean
5. French destroyer LE FORTUNE reports having 
bombarded a shore target, but abandoned it after 
7 rounds owing to a communication break-down.

Greece 6(a) Reported today that arrangements are being 
made to evacuate about 500 Zervas troops at 
Levkas, western Greece.
(b) Situation at Patras reported tense but gives 
no cause for alarm.(c) H.M.S. CALEDON is reported as successfully controlling caique traffic at Kavalla. All quiet.
(d) Mitylene. Situation reported calm.
Liberty men landed and had good reception.

C. in C. Ceylon.

East Indies
7(a) Lieut. General Wetherall will assume appoint
ment on f̂ch January 1945.

/(b)...
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S.C. Convoys

Philippines
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\

31.12.1944 
Sunday

SITUATION REPORT

East Indies - Cont.d.
7(b) S/M THULE on patrol in Malacca Straits 
was attacked by a single S/M chaser and sustained 
minor damage
(c) In view of present U-boat activity in home 
waters, the Admiralty have decided to retain 
temporarily certain escorts allocated in the 
Autumn to East Indies Command.

China
8. 8 Mustangs destroyed 2 steamships, set fire 
to one small tanker and probably sank one 
merchant vessel and set fire to a second in the 
Gulf of Tongking.

America and West Indies
9. Revised arrangements are promulgated today 
by the Admiralty, following closing of Loch Ewe.

Australia and New Zealand
10. U.S. P.T. boats operating from Ormoc at 
night sank 17 small craft off East coast of Cebu 
Island.
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HOME COMMANDS.

A. P. D. 55
Movements.
Sailed my 301725*(P.O.I.C. London, 310752 to C. in C. Nore, C. in C. Plymouth, C. in C. Portsmouth).

A. P. D. 20 Sailed A. P.D. 20 in tow of H.M. Tugs EMINENT and DESTINY escorted by NORTHERN REWARD remaining escorts SAPPER (S.O.), AYRSHIRE and HOMEGUARD
joining at Clyde light vessel. Routed in 

accordance with A.M. 301903A Dec,(F. O.I.C. Greenock, 3H12i+Ato Admty. , C, in C. W. A. , P.O.G.M.A.)

UGANDAcruiser.
Scapa departures UGANDA to comply with C. in C. 
H.P's 301355A.(A.C.O.S. , 31151*lA to P.O.I.C. Greenock).

HILARY
L.S.H.(L)

A.M. 301121+. On arrival in Clyde area HILARY is 
to transfer to the general administration of 
R. A. L. S. C.U.(D.C.O.D. , 3H 7311A to R.A.L.S.C.U. )

DEER SOUND,
PERSIMMON,
SILVIO,
L. S. I. (l ) s.

Cancel A.M. 271853. C. in C. Rosythis requested to sail DEER SOUND to arrive Clyde on 1+th January. C. in C. W.A. is requested to sail her to 
Gibraltar in K.M. P. 38 for onward routeing to 
British Pacific Fleet,2. A.M. 301752 not to all. On dispersal of K.M.P.38 off Gibraltar PERSIMMON and SILVIO are

to proceed in company at best speed to Port Said. P. O.L.E.M. is 
requested to arrange onward passage as required by C, in C. E, I, 
(D.O.D. (H), 3H952A to C. in C. Rosyth, W.A., P.O.I.C.
Greenock, P.O.G.M.A. , P.O.L.E.M.)

Patrols.

V

Operations.
North Sea.
Patrol for tonight Sunday.1. SOUTHDOWN, 2. CROOME, 3* ARENDAL, 1+. COTTES
MORE, 5. MALLARD. 6.A. WIDGEON.2. 12 RUTHERFORD with Coastal Force from BEEHIVE

11+ EGLINTON. 16 CURZON with Coastal force from Ostend.
18 PUFFIN, 19. RIOU and WALPOLE Coastal force from Ostend 
rendezvous CURZON at N.P. 8 at 1730A,3. Escort for T.A.M.35 C.S. ADMIRAL HASTINGS and HOLDERNESS. 
(My 31091+9A Part I). 1/+. Coastal Force Patrol: - from U.K. Unit P.A. 3 Z 15 Force. 
Unit P.A. 5 Z 11. F.C. 5 9, P.C. 6 7, F.C. 7 5, F.C. 8 3.P. B. 8 53 buoy force 3 unit P. B. 1+ and 5* F. J. ^0 55* F.L. 
2 and 3 F. J. LL 22 25.Prom Ostend P.C.l, P.C.2, P.C.3, F.J. W.S.39 21. P.B. 2.
P. J. W.S. 21 00. P.A. 8. P. J. W. S. 21+ 15. F. G. 2 3.
P.J. LL 26 54.(C. in C. Nore, 31091+9A to Nore Command).

/Operation.
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Operations.
North Sea. - Contd.
Operation "Moonshine”.
If you concur propose sailing 3 motor coasters for 
Aberdeen on Tuesday 2nd January. Chief Officer 
Bingham hopes to carry out exercises at sea before 
sailing for operation on or after Saturday 6th 

January. Exercises will not involve air co-operation. It is 
understood that 18 Group C.C. have agreed to act in accordance 
with Nore Nos. 0517/51 of 2nd Sept. 19^4 para. 6 during outward 
passage. As coasters will return to Humber 16 Group C.C. will 
provide air co-operation during homeward passage.
3. C. in C. Rosyth is requested to sail convoy in accordance 
with para, one of Nore memorandum referred to in para. 2.
1+. Communications. (1) C. in C. Rosyth Is requested to issue 
necessary amendments to Nore number 0517/51 of 1st Sept. 20th 
Oct. and 7th Dec. as requisite for outward passage, but to 
impress upon master that for return voyage they must adhere to 
Nore's instructions.
(2) C. in C. Nore will forward Nore copy of S.P. 02105 and 
S.P. 023kl to C. in C. Rosyth. Request these may be returned to 
Nore immediately on completion of outward voyage.
5. Copies of operation orders are being forwarded to 18 Group 
C.C. and N.O.I.C. Aberdeen.
(C. in C. Nore, 31H00A to C. in C. Rosyth).
Note. Message as decyphered contains no para. 2.

Midget Reference Admiralty 301906a  December, para. 3.
U-boat should be amended to read - Torpedoes should be
towed to disposed of as directed by D.T.M’s officer and
Dover. mines as directed by VERNON officers.

(D.T.M., 311H1A to V.A. Dover).
Request one of VERNON’s A/S E/S Yachts may be 

lent to assist in search for German Midget submarine sunk in 
Dover harbour.
If available request she may be sailed as soon as practicable. 
(V.A. Dover, 3 H 8 iJ-6A to C. in C. Portsmouth).A.M. 301906a . Wreck located by Asdic this forenoon but 
could not be found by diver p.m. today.
Operations continuing tomorrow Monday will include close Echo 
Search and Bottom sweep.

(V.A. Dover, 311926a  to Admty).

Damage to Antwerp also for P.S.V.O. Terneuzen for C.I. Z. 
Walcheren Early Friday morning 29th December both doors of 
canal gates, lock at South end of canal thro ugh Walcheren fell 

into canal. Dull noise which could not definitely 
be identified as explosion was heard. Both doors 
heavily damaged and further destroyed by current. 

Sentry had seen person in vicinity a few hours earlier.
Sabotage is feared.
(N.O.I.C. Flushing, 322215 to F.O.I.C. Holland).

War Diary.

Operation
"Moonshine”.

/Situation.. •
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Operations 
North Sea.

Situation Cositintrep No.271 Part 4. 301600Areports. DischargeDecember.British:
by sea - 24 hour period ending

Personnel Vehicles Stores (incl. coal)
Bulk Pol. Ammo,

Antwerp 6 154 '7'25B - 504Ostend 1734 317 3818 2381 2433Boulogne mm 44 657 - -Dieppe 83 - 30 - -Caen - - 1697 - -

Calais 3 2 - - -Ghent - - - - -
Total 1826 517 13490 2381 2937
U.S. North.
Antwerp mm - 16840 - -
Cherbourg 1152 334 7661 13141 2311Le Havre 4197 146 6625 235 319Rouen 3235 1535 4850 194 1905Granville - - - - -
Total 8584 2015 33976 13570 4535
U.S. South.
Marseilles 22 43 7782 - 357Port de Bouc - - 949 - -
Toulon - — - - -
Total 22 43 8731 - 357
Signed Eisenhower Cite S.H.G.D.S.
(S.H.A.E.F.» 311715A toAdmty., etc.).

Operations.
In Holland photo cover 28/29th December shows anti-aircraft and 
artillery build up and general increase in activity area 
Herwueunen Wijke, Peronboom, Hardinxveld: Civilians report
estimated total 28000 troops and much artillery crossed Maas. 
Enemy shelled Walcheren and North Beveland from Schouwen 28th 
Dec. All inhabitants reported evacuated from Overflakke. 
Civilians report all guns on Dordrecht moved to south part of 
island total troops there estimated at 2300. Troops reported 
left Siykernisse for attack on Walcheren.
General.
In Ardennes enemy has now lost initiative and becoming doubtful 
whether projected relaunch of offensive will occur on northern 
flank until Bastogne position improved for enemy, but capability 
of launching some sort of attack remains clear.
Threat in Holland increased by apparently reliable reports making 
712 Division move along eastwards to join 6 Parachute and 711. 

(S.H.A.E.F.> 311900A Dec. to War Office etc.).

Operations
Channel.
S.O. E.G.9 detach 2 ships to patrol between

/1+9.52...
Patrols.
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Operations 
Channel,
U9.52 N. 6.05 W. and U9-51 N. 05.11 W. Ships 
detailed to he known as G.B. remainder as G.A.
(C. in C. Plymouth, 311020A to S.0.E.G.9).
On completion of my 30215U. Search inshore route 
east of 02® 27’ W. R/V with:
(a) Eastbound coastal convoy B.T.C.23 speed 7 

knots and form additional escort.
(b) Codeword "Chancellork.F". (c) Escort MOOSEJAW.
(d) Inshore coastal route. (e) Escort from 02® 27’ W. to St. 
Helens. (f) Subsequent orders follow.
2) Convoy E.T.A. 27’ W. 0200A/1st January.
C. in C. Portsmouth, 311316a to VIDETTE).

If not in contact proceed forthwith to trail T.B.C.23 due 
Portland westbound at 1730A. Leave convoy at Eddsytone and 
resume patrol.

(C. in C. Plymouth, 311 >44jA  to S,0.E *G.1i+).
AtvTHON^AHTCgiY, TONKINOIS anti-snort Patrol Area limits given 01®

10' W. 02® 00’ W. 50® 20’ 50® 30' as required to carry out 
additional escort. Details follow.
(2) E.G.30 search area north of Cherbourg limits 01® 20' 01® i+7’
W . 50® 00'.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 311506a to E.G.30, ANTHONY, TONKINOIS). 
Night Patrol 31st December 1st January.

E.G.10 2 ships search 2 miles each side of Q.Z.S.636 from 50®
15* to Kansas.
(2) Two ships search 2 miles each side of Q.Z.S .636 618 from 
50° 15' to P buoy, so as to R/V at F buoy at 0300 with:-
(a) convoy W.V.P. 26 speed 1i»- knots and cover to Le Havre.
(b) Codeword "Hindhead" 8 C. (c) Escorts CROIX DE LORRAINE, 
ANTHONY, TONKINOIS. (d) Route Q.Z.S.618, then 5 miles coast of 
Q.Z.S .636 to Le Havre. (e) Cover from F buoy to 58E buoy.
(f) On completion rejoin group and take up day patrols.
(3; E.G.10 report ships detached.

(C. in C.Portsmouth, 311520A to S.O.E.G.10).
My 311506A. R/V. at Spithead Gate at 0200 with convoy 

W.V.P.26 and escort to Le Havre. Details follow.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 311545A to ATKOffiT, TONKINOIS).
Day Patrols 1st January. A n t h o n y ,

E.G.30 sweep 2 miles each side H Channel from H.2 to H.10 buoy.
(2) E.G.10 two miles each side of Q.Z.S.636. Two ships from 
Z buoy to 50® 10' N. Two ships from 50® 10' to Kansas.
(3) E.G.10 report dispositions of ships.

(C. in C. Portsmouth, 31211+6A to S.O.E.Gs. 10, 30).

Patrols 
(Contd.)

U-Boat 
threat to 
mid-channel 
shipping.

Your 3010^0 para.2. Forces are not at present 
available to undertake this sweep. Request 
you will either re-allocate ships of 31st M.S.F. 
at present attached to you to this command or 
conduct whole search with Portsmouth minesweeping 
forces.
(C.T.F.125, 311209A to C. in C. Portsmouth). 

Reference my 302320. Request your concurrence or remarks 
on these proposed arrangements which are not to be put into 
execution until these are received.
(2) C.T.F.125 is requested to state firstly whether it will be
possible for P.T.-boats from Le Havre to meet P.V.L. convoys at 
58E buoy and secondly whether it is intended that L.S.Ts. should

/return..•



MOST SECRET

War Diary.
HOME COMMANDS

746
31 .12 .19  44Sunday.

Operations
Channel.
return to England in groups by the new route.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 311328a to A.N.C.X.P.,
C.T.P.125, N.O.I.C. Portland).
In view of increased U-Boat activity in Portsmouth 
Command and reduction in enemy’s rainelaying effort 
it is intended to divert temporarily as many 
minesweepers as possible from routine sweeping to 
escort duties. In some cases available M/S 

trawlers are not asdic fitted.
(2) The following M/S. are to be provided for escort duties.
(a) Ninth M/S. Flotilla after new channel between E.A.5 and H.D.2 
B buoy has been swept.
(b) 6 Oropesa trawlers from Portland 3 of which are to be 
transferred Portsmouth. These will be replaced by 3 a /S traw
lers from Portsmouth.
(c) 3 Oropesa trawlers and 1 A/S - M/S trawler from Portsmouth.
(3) Ref. para.1 of my 302148 and 302320, N.O.I.C. Portland is 
required to provide 1 A/S and 1 Oropesa trawler as escort to 
these L.S.T. convoys.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 311330A to N.O.I.C. Portland, Com. M/S.)

Request that on completion of Operation H.Y. Serial A.8 
PLOVER may be sailed for Portsmouth (for deep minelaying).
A.M. 301232 refers.

(D.O.D.(H) for A.C.N.S.(H), 311636A to C. in C.W.A.).
Your 311328A.

(1) Regret unable to concur. Present U-Boat attack appears to 
operate from Channel Islands area with fullest use made of 
Alderney Radar installations to monitor H Channel. Consider 
proposal to sail five miles to westward of that channel increases 
risk of losses. L.S.Ts. should be sailed by most easterly 
track possible and capacity use made of Le Havre, Rouen and 
ports to eastward to the exclusion of Cherbourg.
(2) Weather encountered in English Channel during winter months 
has necessitated withdrawal of P.T.-Boats from escort duty.
It is intended L.S.Ts. return to England in Groups sailing in 
darkness routed in accordance with your 300034A or your 301040A. 

(C.T.P.125, 312141A to C. in C. Portsmouth).

U-Boat 
threat to 
mid-channel 
shipping.
(Contd.)

Suspected I am attacking good contact in position 070° A.4
U-Boat. buoy 1^ miles.

(TONKINOIS, 312224 to C. in C. Portsmouth). 
Contact now lost after 3 attacks. Rest appeared 

to be moving estward continuing search.
(TONKINOIS, 312332 to C. in C. Portsmouth).

Operations

West Coast Prance.
Minesweeping Report of sweeping for December 29 and 30 at 
at Brest. Brest. L.L. static sweep in Port de Commerce

detonated one red magnetic mine. L.L. static 
search of area front of submarine pens 
detonated one blue and one red magnetic mine. 
(Com. Y Squadrons, 312132A to C.T.P.125).
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Operations 

Western Approaches.

Patrols. 15th E.G. and remainder of 6th E.G. not employed
as in ay 310348 not to all, are to concentrate and 
patrol area between:
(a) 5 1® 00’ N. 08° 20’ W. (b) 51° 30’ N. 08° 45’ W. 

(c) 51° 45’ N. 08° 00’ W. (d) 51° 20' N. 07° 45’ W.
(2) 2nd E.G. proceed to support Irish Sea section of H.X.327 
from Splitting point (D.R.) 50° 28f N. 12° 22’ W. in accordance 
with C.E.3 until ordered to detach. E.T.A. convoy splitting 
point 2300A/31st routed through 180° Fastnet 10 thence standard 
route G 9? toots. Escort of Irish Sea Section KOKANEE (S.O.
C.3 E.G.) SEACLIFF, ST. THOMAS.
(C. in C.W.A., 311133A to S.O.E.Gs. 2, 6, 15).

On passing Tuskar Rock about 2000/1st detach from H.X.327 
and proceed to Falmouth for fuel and 48 hours lay over.

(C. in C.W.A., 312226A to S.O.E.G.2.).
On arrival of EMPIRE DYNASTY, request you will sail GROU 

and ANNAN to rejoin 6th E.G. in vicinity of Cape Clear. S.O.
6th E.G. to signal R/V.

(C. in C.W.A., 312228A to F.O.I.C. Milford Haven).

Possible Investigate contact reported by aircraft in 051°
U-Boat. 18' N. 010° 15' W.

(C. in C.W.A., 311428A to S.O.E.Gs. 15> 6).
My 311428. If not in contact dy daylight 1st 

January proceed to comply with para.1 of my 311133*
(C. in C.W.A., 312237A to S.O.E.Gs.,15,6).

"Gee" fix My 301224A.
investigations.(1) DOMINICA of the 2nd Escort Group is fitted 

Q.H.3 and should be at Falmouth from 1200 
approx. 2nd Jan. for 48 hours. Subsequently 
it is planned that 2nd E.G. should operate in 

the south west approaches for about one week.
(2) If your representative is able to erabarx request you 
communicate direct with F.O.I.C. Falmouth concerning details. 
(C. in C.W.A., 311853A to H.Q. 60 Group).

Operations

Norway.

Operations "V.P.73" and "V.P.77" again postponed E.T.D. 
"V.P." now 0300A 2nd January.

(N.O.I.C. Lerwick, 311707A to A.C.O.S.).

«/»
(f, .W.convoys 
22 day 
cycles 
advocated.

Operations

Northern Waters.

S.A.B.W.A. 782.
Mossy.
Reference S.A.B.W.A. 771 Mossy and S.A.B.W.A. 
780 Mossy.
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Operations 
Northern Waters.
(1) W.S.A. has discussed reduction of convoy(s) 
eyele(s) withCapt. Frankel who states that at 
Murmansk 12 dry cargo ships can be discharged and 
loaded or ballasted in 21 days without serious 
difficulty.
As reported in S.A.B.W.A. 771 Mossy he states 
that 12 ships from J.W.61 and 62 were handled 
completely in 22 days.

He likewise estimates that 1i| ships can be handled in 25 days.
(2) W.S.A. has considered large variety (of) lengths of cycles 
from 35 to 22 days.
Their conclusion is that cycles should either be retained at 
present figure of 35 days or reduced to about 22 days, which 
latter course they strongly favour.S3) W.S.A. consider that controlling factors are;-
a) Size of convoys and resulting use of White Sea Ports,
b) Necessity of providing ships in White Sea with sufficient 

time to discharge and load or ballast without causing excessive 
turn round time.
c) Amount of lumber available in White Sea Ports,

d) Number of sailings required to North and possibility of 
diverting some vessels to the Black Sea.
(4) W.S.A. concludes that a cycle of about 28 to 30 days would 
be less advantageous that 35 day cycles. They would probably 
advocate 16 or 17 ships of which 12 might be handled at 
Murmansk and balance at Archangel. Of latter one or two 
would probably be nominated to lie over for full cargoes of 
lumber but W.S.A. would hope to withdraw remainder in first 
movement with minimum cargoes chrome and potash.
Past experience indicates that various difficulties would be 
encountered in loading or ballasting ships within time limit 
allowed and in getting it through ice. Should it be impossible 
to withdraw such vessels in first movements average turn round 
would be longer than at present this cycle therefore has the 
disadvantage of:-
(A) Excessive turn round for Murmansk ships.
(B) Pressure on Archangel vessels returning in first movement. 
lc) Excessive turn round for vessels lying over at Archangel.
(5) With cycle of 22 days W.S.A. would expect to have 13 or 14 
ships per convoy of which llmi$it go to Murmansk and the remainder 
to Archangel to and fro lie over for second movement for lumber 
and /. Average turn round would be about 25 days. 22 days 
cycle has the following advantage.
(a) Most efficient tum round for Murmansk ships.
(b; No extreme delay for ships lying over in White Sea 44 days 
period is very desirable for loading lumber cargoes.
(c) No pressure on White Sea ships to return to first outward 
convoy with consequent problem of loading ballasting and 
navigation.
(d) Considerable saving of ships time through vessels 
elimination of congestion present felt at New York account large 
number of vessels loading at one time and consequent necessity of 
one or more advance(s) sections.
(e) Elimination of long delays to vessels missing convoys.
(6) In event of sudden closing of White Sea there would under 
22 days cycle be congestion at Murmansk which would probably

/prevent...

<r
J2.W. convoys 
22 day 
cycles 
advocated 
(Contd.)
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Operations.

Northern Waters.

prevent three or four ships from making f i r s t  
homeward movement.
W. S.A. believe that such risks should be run and 
any congestion controlled by re -a llo ca tio n  ships 
to Black Sea on d iverting en-route. Should 
White Sea become d e fin ite ly  unpassable W.S.A. 
would re -a llo ca te  su ffic ien t  ships to Black Sea 
route to bring to ta l B r it ish  American ships to 

be handled per convoy down to 1 2 .
(7 ) W.S.A. therefore desire approx. 22 days cycle which they
consider w i l l  produce maximum e ffic ien cy  in  use o f shipping on
th is route. Please discuss with Admty. and advise.
(C .S .A .B . Washington, 3103*4-1 to C.S.A.B. London).
/Corrupt group correction to fo llow , received in  W. R. 1622/2.

%

X
0.W. convoys 
22 day 
cycles 
advocated 
(con td )•

Patro ls . Nothing found ray 310005 re fe rs .
Your 302355 BENTINCK, BYARD, CALDER eastern  

, p a tro l, PASLEY, DRURY, BAZELY western patro l
su itab le .
(S . 0. E. G. *4-, 310601 to C. in  C. Rosyth).

Amend my 302355A. I f  not in contact h a lf  group estab lish  
Gamma between position  58.26 02.50 and 58.46 02.10. Other 
h a lf carry out search as in my 302355A passing position  58.46 
04.00.
(2 ) Report d isposition .

(C . in  C. Rosyth, 310843A to S.O. E.G. 4 ).
Cancel my 302355A to BENTINCK and my 310843A to E.G. 4.

Carry out search Dunnet Head and Cape Wrath working north as fa r  
as 59* 05' N.

(C. in  C. Rosyth, 3H043A to PASLEY).
I f  not in contact at 2000A tonight proceed and search close 

inshore from Clythness to Duncansby Head. On completion i f  
not in  contact re -e s tab lish  Gamma between 58° 57' N . , 02° 30* W. 
and 58° 25’ N. , 02° 50* W.

(C. in C. Rosyth, 3H 750A to BENTINCK).

ZEPHYR ZEPHYR torpedoed or mined at 0330A today 31 Dec.
torpedoed in  position  58® 57* N. , 04° 00' W. while carrying
or mined. out my 282248. Number 2 bo ile r  room flooded.

Proceeding to Scapa under tow.
(C. in  C. H.P. , 310921A to Admty).

Scapa a rr iv a l ZEPHYR C. in  C. H. P . , 310921 re fe rs .
(A.C.O. S. 311354A to Admty., C. in  C. H. P . )

Convoy Scapa departures C .S .10 in  VINDEX with DIADEM
J.W.63. and SCORPION, ZAMBESI, ALGONQUIN, ZEBRA,

SCOURGE, SIOUX.
(A .C .O .S ., 311238A to Admty, S. B.N.O. N. Russia).

/Follow ing..•
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Northern Waters.

Convoy 
J. W. 63 
( contd) • D-day is day J. W. 63 sails from Loch Ewe. 

Date and route in my 220924. Codeword in 
my 220916.
(4) Forces taking part:-

Following extracts from C. in C. Home Fleet’s 
220904 are passed to you for information.

(a) VINDEX wearing flag of C. S. 10 who will conduct operation 
and DIADEM.
(b) Fleet Destroyers MYNGS (Capt. (D) 23), SCORPION, SERAPIS, 
SCOURGE, SAVAGE, ALGONQUIN, SIOUX, STORD, ZAMBESI, and ZEBRA.
(c) Western Approaches Escort, 7th and 8th Escort Groups total 
9 ships.
(d) Local escort. Russian warships operating from Kola as 
arranged by S. B. N. 0. North Russia.
(5) Route Red unless otherwise ordered.
(6) S. B. N. 0. N. Russia is requested to sail R. A. 63 as soon as 
practicable after arrival of J.W. 63. Route Blue unless other
wise ordered.
(7) Signals quoted in para. (3) are being passed to you.
(D.O.D. (H), 3 H 5 5 1 A  to Admiral Archer).

Faroe Islands, departure KEPPEL, WALKER, WESTCOTT with 
R.F.A. BLUE RANGER.

(N. 0.1.C. Faroes, 312002A to Admty. Cs. in C. W.A. Rosyth). 
C. in C. H. F. , 220904 para. 9 18 Group C.C. will not provide 

A/S Air Escort tomorrow Jan. 1st.
(C. in C. Rosyth, 312349A to C.S.10).

Deep mining My 301827A. Arrived PLOVER escort CONQUEROR, 
off (F.O.I.C. Milford, 310859A to C. in C. W.A.)
Hartland 
Point.

line N. F. F. C. to N. F. 6 to width of 5 cables northward and 10 
cables southward. One Red mine detonated in position 51.21.8 N. 
02.29*6 E. This was detonated after 4 actuations had been given. 
42 Flotilla returned Harwich.
(S.O. M/S 42, 3 H 7 4 5  to C. in C. Nore.)

Mining.
(See also under apposite operational districts).

Nore-
Schelde
Channel.

L. L./S.A. E.G.M. S. carried out with 1 actuation 
over whole area define in my 301601A. 1 Red
mine detonated in position 51° 21' 2" N . , 02° 29' 
3' E.
(2) 1 further actuation given area with centre

Port Facilities.
Rouen. My 261019 is passed to you for information. 

Height of tide referred to is height at Le Havre 
as shown in Admty. Tide Tables. Ships of 
draught eighteen feet can expect quick clearance

from Pasture for Rouen.
(C.T.F.125, 311213A to Admty. Trade Division).
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Port Facilities. - Contd.
Le Havre. Completed sweep main entrance channel le Havre

with E.C.4. Channel may be considered reasonably 
clear of Oyster mines. C.T.G.125.15 will insure 
ships entering should observe speed 

restrictions for first three days while empty store ships 
leaving harbour should proceed at best speed while in Channel.
At end of this period channel may be considered free from mines 
and ships are to enter and leave harbour in normal manner.
E.C.4 to remain at le Havre for check sweep main entrance channel 
and clearance Seine River channel. Admiralty 301204 refers. 
(C.T.P.125# 311655A to A.N.C.X.P.).

Casualties and Defects
The following casualties are reported:
5.5. BLACK HAWK torpedoed in position 180° Port
land Bill four miles at 1435 December 29th. 
Eeached Warbarrow Bay. 68 survivors landed at 
Brixham.
5.5. ARTHUR SEWELL torpedoed in approx, same 

position and time as above. Ship now anchored Weymouth Bay - 
no casualties reported.
Both ships ex T.3.C.21.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 310430A to Admiralty).

BLACK
HAWK,

ARTHUR
SEWELL.

Shipping and Convoys
Navigation 
lights to 
be burnt in 
Channel.

126A.
Para. 1 of A.G.M. 94A of 22nd December is to be 
amended to read "All merchant ships are normally 
to burn navigation lights at full brilliance, 
etc. ”
(2) This is B.A.M.S. lettered Message "P.C." 

N.C.S.Os. are to inform Masters of merchant ships.
(D.T.D. 310204A General Message).

Antwerp and Cancel my 261109A and 271014A both not to all
Ostend addressees. All Antwerp and Ostend traffic
traffic. is to (proceed) by normal searched channel to

N.F.6 buoy thence by Q.Z.Y.537*
(2) Ostend traffic is to proceed from 1 mile 

north of N.F.7 buoy to 0.D.1 buoy thence by normal searched 
channel and vice versa.
(3) Ships addressed acknowledge.
(C. in C.Nore, 311140A to Nore Command).

Deflection Admiralty 302000.
of Q.Z.S.81 Suggested route is not considered desirable in 
route. view of wrecks known to be in close proximity

and a heavy cross tide in this area. There is no 
occasion for ships to anchor in this area except 
in fog in which case they will almost certainly 

drift down and anchor on the cable which runs parallel to the 
proposed route.

/(2)...
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Deflection 
of Q.Z.S.81 
route 
(Contd.)

Shipping and Convoys.
(2) The vast majority of the traffic which 
crosses this cable is proceeding to or coming 
from the downs. It is quite impossible to avoid 
traffic proceeding from the Downs to Antwerp 
or from Downs to the Thames and vice versa from 
crossing this cable.
(C. in C. Nore, 311212A to Admty.).

Sailing and 
arrival 
signals to 
be
dispensed
with.

Since personnel ships and train ferries running 
between Clais, Dover, Folkestone and Harwich 
normally operate in accordance with prearranged' 
programme, propose sailing ana arrival signal 
be dispensed with altogether.
(2) All authorities concerned would of course 
continue to be informed in the event of major 
departure from programme.
(V.A. Dover, 311247A to A.K.C.X.F., C. in C. 
Nore, Admiralty).

U.R.150 will sail from Belfast on 7th Jan. 
and thereafter on an 8 day cycle.
(2) Convoys will be routed via Minches. Ships 
from Loch Ewe joining as requisite.
(3) F.O.i/c Liverpool is requested to sail escorts 

to Belfast accordingly.
(C. in C.W.A., 311618 to A.C.I.C,F.O.I.Cs. N.I., Aultbea, 
Liverpool).

U.R.
convoys.

Sailings to To meet requirement of two L.S.Ts. sailing daily
and from from Cherbourg with casualties for Southampton
Far Shore. which cannot be treated as accredited hospital

carriers it will be necessary to provide adequate 
escort vessels.

(2) In accordance with policy outlined in ray 300034 and 302148 
(neither to all addressees) it is proposed that these vessels 
should form an E.W.L. convoy leaving Cherbourg nightly at 
2000 routed from H.10 buoy to position (RR) 50® 26’ N. 01° 11’
W. thence 6Z buoy to St. Helens to arrive Southampton about 
0800.
(3) It is understood that these hospital fitted L.S.Ts. will be 
employed in the reverse direction for the transport of a 
normal load of army vehicles and troops.
(4) In order to economise in escorts it is proposed to suspend 
the E.W.C. - W.E.C. convoys and to sail M.T. ships capable of
9 knots and over in the W.E.L. - E.W.L. convoys timed and routed 
as in my 300034 i.e. the W.E.L. convoys weighing from St. Helens 
at 2200.
(5) Shipping for Cherbourg too slow to sail with the L.S.Ts. will 
be sailed in W.V.C. convoys with orders to break off and 
proceed independently from Kansas Light buoy.
(6) Propose first E.W.L. leave Cherbourg 2000 Jan. first escort 
2 frigates and 2 trawlers.
(7) Comtaskfor 125 is requested to signal his concurrence or 
remarks.
(C. in C. Portsmouth, 311840 to C.T.F.125, A.N.C.XiF.).
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North. Atlantic
KILMARTIN, 
MIRROR .

MIRROR. (b) 
arrangements 
(3) N.O.I.C. 
(F.O.G.M.A., 
* Cable ship 
Dakar.

On arrival position (N) Detacb MIRROR to 
proceed^ independently for Dakar route as held.
(2) KILMARTIN (missing group) proceed 
Gibraltar routed through (z) 033° 00' 009° 45' W. 
(Y) 035° 51* N. 006° 10’ W. reporting (a) P.C.S. 

Own P.C.S. (c) W/T Watch and communication for MIRROR.
W.Af. 300935* not to KILMARTIN.
311012A to KILMARTIN.)
MIRROR proceed unescorted from given position £br

Escort On arrival of 55th and 57th E. G. the 38th and 41st
Groups. groups will be sailed to U.K. A.M. 500130 and my

161805 not to C. in C.W.A. refer.
(F.O.G.M.A. 311212A to Admty.)
My 300130 re 55th and 57th E.G. Amend para. 5 to read, Admty. 300106 refers.

$IViiR.Ii>.2,311230A to F.O.G.M.A., C. in C. Med., C. in C. W.A., 
F.O.C.W.A.F. )

Search Proceed with all despatch to investigate possible
E.G.38 aircraft periscope sighting in 035° 52' N. 009° 33

W. at 1450A* today Sunday C.M.S.F. pass to 
C.F.A.W. (?15).
(F.O.G.M.A., 311520A to E.G.38)
* Time amended to 1325A. (F.O.G.M.A. 010004A
January.)

Amend position in my 311520* to read 036° 32’ north.009° 33’ west. *

(F.O.G.M.A., 312218A to E.G.38.)
* Proceed with all despatch to investigate possible A/S periscope sighting.

BIDEFORD, Arrivals BIDEFORD from East. Fleet tenderERI5KAY. number 16 from Oran.
Departure. ERIKRAY for Azores.
(F.O.G.M.A., 312148A, Admty., C. in C. Med.,F.O.W.M.)

A.F.D.24
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Mediterranean
Human No reply yet received to my 281729, not in W.D.
Torpedo (2) Information also required whether this human

torpedo has any additions to permit diving.
(3) B.N.L.O. (7 groups omitted)* two reference 
Midget submarine type 23 original document sent 

to Washington and positive microfilm to Admiralty. Plans 
referred to should be forwarded to S.O.(l) Naples for early 
inspection by N.I.U.
(F.O.N.A.M., 311223A to Comlab. (r ) C. in C. Med., Admty.) 
♦Repetition requested.

South Gl/74163 Cipher 31 December.
Aegean Up to 0900 hours 31st December.
Summary. (l) Shipping.

No Ph. cover 30th December owing to weather. 
Ground source reports - Rhodes - recently 
captured British Schooner MINLAS would sail for 

Marmarius with refugees on 30th December.
Comment. The capture of a second British Schooner in this area 
during December can only be regarded with suspicion.
(C. in C. Middle East, 311250B to W.O., Usual Addressees.)

Trawlers My 041822 not to F.O. Tunisia PIROUETTE, GAVOTTE
for U.K. and FOXTROT are allocated. Your 281149 not to

all refers.
(C. in C. Med., 311814 to F.O.G.M.A. (R) Admty. 
Capt. M/S Med. V.A.M. F.O. Tunisia.)

BARFLEUR Propose following new programme for BARFLEUR.
My 061802 December not to all.
(2)a. Sail Oran about 17th January to U.K. with 
wine and foodstuffs for F.N.G.B. Independence 

Ships Brest and Cherbourg.
(b) Visit Cherbourg 27th/29th and Brest 30th/2nd February.
(c) Arrive Toulon 7th February.

/(3) . . .
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Mediterranean
(3) If programme approved request unloading 
port in U.K. may be signalled.(F.O.W.M., 311825A to 0. in G. Med. (r ) G.T.F. 125 Premar 3, F.O.N.A.M., P.O.G.M.A., Comnob. 
Oran, A.N.G.X.P., G. in C. Plymouth, Admty.)

(1) Sicily. Ref. No. 521 para. 2. It is now 
established that only 2 lives were lost. All 
survivors are now in Malta.(2) Preveza. Evacuation completed without 
incident.
(3) Patras. Situation is tense but gives no 

cause for alarm.(4) Piraeus. Situation quiet. Clearance operations 
roceeding satisfactorily.5) Levkas. Arrangements are being made to evacuate about 
500 Zervas troops.
(6) Kavalla. CALEDON is successfully controlling caique 
traffic. All quiet.(7) Kalamata. E.A.M. Government becoming increasingly 
unpopular.
(8) Salonika. Nothing to report.(9; (?Mitylene). Situation calm. Liberty men have been 
landed and had good reception.
(10) Crete. All quiet at Heraklion where E.L.A.S. have been 
endeavouring to make trouble without success, 
ll) Zara. No change in attitude of local authorities.
G. in C. , Med., 311850 to P.O.L.E.M., F.O. T. A.L.I., F.0.W.I.etc.)

BARFLEUR 
(Contd.)

Situation report 
No. 522.

Patras Situation report 67. Arrival M.M./S.68 M.L.469 caiques nil. Departure BEAUFORT, WILTON 
(corrupt group) SS. MANOULA, AIS GEORGIAS, caiques nil. (Corrupt group) quiet tension 
continues.(B.'N.L.O. Patras, 312001B to Greek C. in C. contd.)

Ships at Patras 2000/31st OAKLEY M.G.B.661, M.L.469, 
M.L. 1158, L.C.I.(L) M.M./S. 114, M.M./S.68.(B.N.L.O. Patras, 312005B to C. in G. Med.)

NEWFOUNDLAND Your 051105A November not to G. in G. B.P.F.Propose NEWFOUNDLAND carries out a five week work 
up at Alexandria.(2) Consider this to be a minimum in view of 

her equipment and bad weather conditions during shake down of 
two weeks at Scapa.(3) Understand that Admty. approval has been given for total 
period to be seven weeks.
(F.O.L.E.M., 312013B to C. in C. Med.)Concurs (C. in C. Med. 011301)No objection. (Admty. 021642A, and C. in C. B.P.F. 040251Z. )

Riviera Target at 826882 enemy supply depot abandoned
after seven rounds owing to temporary breakdown

/of...
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Riviera 
(Gontd. )

Mediterranean

of communications. Slight accurate counterfire 
No other missions. Fuel 59 per cent ammo. 99. 
Weather excellent. Wind force 2 from west swell 
negligible. Nothing from S.B.L.O.

(LB FORTUNE, 312045A to Comflanfor.)

Cositintrep .FX. 77310 cipher 31st December.
No. 540. Cite FHGCT - Signed Alexander.
Part four. Greece. Athens/Piraeus. Good progress was 

maintained in clearing southeast Athens during 
30th December. Little opposition was encount
ered. E.L.A.S. now appear to be in two main 

groups in the northern suburbs of Athens one of which is 
supported by Regular E.L.A.S. troops in the suburb of Peristeri 
about 3 miles from the centre of the city. There was little 
change in Piraeus where E.L.A.S. resistance continues to be 
stubborn.
(A.F.H.Q., No T.0.0. toW.O.)

V
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East Indies
Following sightings reported by 20th Bomber 
Command time 300528Z in harbour St. Jacques 
Saigon 10° 23' N. 107° 02’ E.
2 Battleships, 2 cruisers, 4 destroyers.
(C. in C. E.I., 310007 to Admty.)

A. ZEPHYROS.
Matter is of a minor nature not calling for 
force. There are no Greek Consuls at Mombasa 
or at Lourenco Marques. Ministry of War 
Transport proposes ship load coal at Durban 
instead of Lourenco Marques so that Greek Consul 
there can explain terns of service which are in 

dispute. No difficulty in sailing ship anticipated and in 
view of above explanation and minor nature of disturbance intend 
that ship should proceed to Durban as agreed by owner and 
roposed by Ministry of War Transport.
b) (?Ships) at Lourenco Marques. Presume C.S.A. Lourenco 

Marques propose other 2 ships go to Durban for same reason 
namely that Greek Consul can negotiate terms of service with 
men C. in C.S.A. is requested to pass to Ministry of War 
Transport Capetown and High Commissioner Pretoria.
Your 301111B refers.
(Cdre. East Africa, 311045Z to C. in C.S.A.)

War Diary

Energy
Units

Greek
shipping
crew
trouble.

C. in C. Seacos 290. Following for Chiefs of Staff
Ceylon. from Mountbatten.

Lieut. General Wetherall will assume appointment 
C. in C. Ceylon on 7th January, 1945. Unless 
I hear to contrary appointment will be released 
here to Press at 2200 hours F.G. on 2nd January, 
1945.
(S.A.C.S.E.A., 311435Z to A.M.S.S.0.)

Escorts In view of the present U-boat activity in home
retained waters it has been found necessary to retain
in U.K. temporarily the following escorts allocated to

your Command. A.M. 191211 October to C. in C. 
Eastern Fleet and 241641 November refer.
A/A Sloops. AMETHYST, BLACK SWAN, HART,
MAGPIE, MERMAID, PEACOCK, STARLING, WREN.

Sloops. BIDEFORD, DEPTFORD, FLEETWOOD.
Frigates. DART, EVENLODE, NESS.
(2) The position will be reviewed in early February when 
further signal will be made.
(3) Following escorts from U.K. should reach you by 15th 
February, PHEASANT, WOODCOCK, WHIMBREL, BLACKMORE, BARLE,
SHIEL, USK.
(D.O.D.(F), 311500A to C. in C. East Indies, (R) C. in C. Med., 
C. in C. B.P.F. )

i



MOST SECRET

War Diary

FOREIGN STATIONS

758
31.12.1944
Sunday

America and West Indies

E scort Obtained bearing o f  134 degs. o f  SS. ASHBY PARK
re p o rt . at 0020Z/31st my P.C.S. are 044 degs. 22’ N.

062 degs. 58' W. 134 degs. 12 .5 . Constant D/F 
watch on 500 K /cs is  being maintained. Request 
ASHBY PARK b% instructed  to  transmit hourly. 
(S.O. E .G .16, 310020Z to C. in  C. C.N.A. )

S.C. S.C. Convoys, Loch Ewe is  being reduced as an
Convoys. Ocean Convoy Asseixbly port on 7th January and

fo llow in g  arrangements w il l  then come into fo r c e : 
(a ) Ships fo r  East Coast o f U.K. Those fo r  
Humber and ports North th e re o f to  be sa iled  to 

Loch Ewe fo r  WN convoy, ships fo r  ports South o f  the Humber 
to  be sa ile d  to  M ilford  Haven or B e lfa st fo r  onward routeing 
southabout.
(b ) Ships fo r  Iceland (c) U.R. convoys w ill  now run from 
B elfa st and ships should be s a ile d  to jo in  convoy there.
(D.T.D. 311150A to  N.S.H.Q. Ottawa.)

U-Boat 1200Z/31st Dec. one westbound w ithin 90 miles
d isp o s it io n s . o f  Q.V. 774 0030 one s t i l l  p a tro llin g  o f f  H alifax 

or south east bound in area south west o f  Sable 
Island one probable o f f  Nova S cotia  west o f XY 
or in G ulf o f  Maine.
(N.S.HW. Ottawa, 311436Z, Corainch, 311448Z)

T. G. 21.10. 10 Jan. T.G. 21.10 consitu ted  Comdr. Scherini
in MAYRANT, RHIND and depart that date from New 
York and Casco fo r  U.K. Return U.S. escortin g  
sp ecia l L .S .T . Convoy when d irected  by Com.l2th 

F lee t. R/V la t .  39 .N. Long. 60 W. at 121200Q thence proceed 
in company. Request that Comnaveu assign destinations in  U.K. 
Modify my 112059 not to  a l l  accord in gly .
(C. in  C. Lent, A.G. Comd. 311833Z to  MAYRANT, RHIND e t c . )  
amended by 011629Z q .v . and Cancelled 042232Z.

A ustralia  and New Zealand

E scort Your 211838 was not received  u n til a fte r  my
C arriers . return from Pearl Harbour and I was to ld  nothing

there o f  B r it is h  C.V.Es. being loaned to the 
Americans fo r  fe rry in g .
(2 ) I hope that B.P.F. requirements (ou tlin ed  
in my 300340) may be given preference.
(C. in  C. B .P .F . 300355Z to  Admty.)

/ATHBLING . . .
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A ustralia  and New Zealand -  Gontd.

ATHELING. C. in  C. P.A.C. 310001 not to  Admty. N .O.I.G.
Brisbane or Corn. 7th F lee t . When ready about 
1200 K /ls t  Jan. proceed to  Purvisebay Florida 
Island, Solomon Group. Route as fo llow s A 33 degs 

20’ S. 154 degs. 26 ’ E. B. 26.56 156.11.
G. 18.30 S. 156 11 E. D. 15.27 161.05 E. 10.35 161.05 
F. 09.50 161.05 G. 09.32 160.43 H. 09.25 160.40 thence to  
d estin a tion .
(N .O .I.G .Sydney, 311231 to ATHELING)

B .P.F. Your 221315Z/Nov. Proposals in  paras. 1 , 3 and
P u b lic ity . 4 are concurred in. Since you l e f t  London,

Board have approved a step forward in  the p o licy  
o f  keeping the work and purpose o f  the Navy- 
before  the p u b lic . One o f  the main purposes 

o f  the new p o licy  is  that su b ject to  the re a l needs o f  se cu r ity , 
the work o f  your F leet should be fu l ly  p u b lic ised  in  the long 
term in terests  o f  the Service gen era lly .
(C.N. I . Apprd. 1st Lord, 311306A to  C. in  C. B .P .F .)

Warship Admiralty message 021136/42. Follow ing p o s s ib i l i
Conversion. t ie s  o f  warship conversion  have been examined.

(2 ) ‘'Captain” Glass F rigates (D iese l e l e c t r i c ) .  
Requirements in  your 191037 October could be met 
with com paratively small amount o f  conversion  

except p e tro l stowage. For sa fety  reasons p e tro l must be 
stowed in  separate pressure tanks loca ted  in  tank or compartment 
which can be flood ed . Pipe trunk from p e tro l tanks to pumping 
and con tro l compartment situ ated  on weather deck a lso  necessary. 
Not more than s ix  ton sof p e tro l could  be stowed in manner 
described above without very considerable reduction  in endurance 
and large amount o f  work. Unless requirement in  regard to 
stowage o f  p e tro l is  waived "Captins" Glass fr ig a te s  are there
fo re  not su itab le  fo r  conversion .
(3 ) "Flower” Glass co rv e tte s . Requirements can be su b sta n tia lly  
but not e n tire ly  met but would involve extensive conversion
work including removal o f  one b o i le r .
(4 ) Request you w il l  say whether you wish further in vestiga tion  
o f above a ltern a tiv es . Lend-lease aspect o f  "Captains" would 
o f  course have to  be considered .
(Admty, 311812A to  A .C .N .B .)

G. in  G. Admiral Fraser l e f t  by a ir  in  L iberator fo r
Hollandia and thence to  v i s i t  General MacArthur. 
(C. in  G. B .P .F . 312131K to  ^dr. S.W. P a c.,
V.A. (<i) B .P.F. Melbourne, Adaity.)
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U-BOAT CAMPAIGN
For 24 hours to 0900Z/31st December.
Para. A. (l) H.M. ship damaged by mine or 
torpedo at 0230Z/31st Dec. in 58 degs. 57' N.
04 degs. 00' W.
Para. C. (l) A/C M/llO investigated wake or 
swirl at 09l0Z/30th Dec. in 50 degs. 33' N.
05 degs. 22* W.

(2) A/C D/10 investigated suspicious object possible Snort 
at 08l0Z/30th Dec. in 49 degs. 52’ N. 08 degs. 02* W.
(3) A/C A/172 reported possible U-Boat at 1633Z/30th Dec. 51 
degs. 59* N. 10 degs. 45’ W. and obtained A.S.V. contact at 
1728Z/30th Dec. in 51 degs. 58' N. 10 degs. 35* W.
(4) A/G L/86 reported possible U-Boat at 2145Z/30th Dec. in 58 degs. 27' N. 01 degs. 30* W.
(5; A/C T/439 attacked partially submerged U-Boat course 150 
degs. with torpedo at 1927Z/30th Dec. in 57 degs. 54’ N. 06 degs. 30' E.
Para. D. (1) M.T.B. 733 attacked possible U-Boat at 0725Z/30th Dec. in 50 degs. 32’ N. 02 degs. 34’ W.
(2) A/C B/110 attacked U-Boat course 312 degs. at 0927Z/3oth 
December in 50 degs. 31* N. 02 degs. 31* W.
(3) M.T.B. 760 attacked contact at 0944Z/30th Dec. in 50 degs 32* N. 02 degs. 32* W.
(4) A/C X/105 reported Sono Buoy contact at ll45Z/30th Dec. 
in 50 degs. 17’ N. 02 degs. 53’ W.
(5) A/C A/228 had A.S.V. contact 1914Z/30th Dec. in 50 degs.15* N. 02 degs. 26' W.
(6) MELBREAK attacked U-Boat at 0930Z/30th Dec. in 50 degs. 27'N. 02 degs. 24* W.
(7) A/C A/228 had ASV contact at 2118Z/30th Dec. in 50 degs. 04* N. 02 degs. 33* W.
(8) Liverpool Radar picked up unidentified course N. at 
1304Z/30th Dec. in 53 degs. 26* N. 05 degs. 11* W.
(D.D.I.C. 311206A to Cominch, N. S. H.*4. Ottawa)

U-Boat (D.D.I.C. 311331A and 311332)
dispositions,
Estimates.

S/M
attack
and sighting 
Sumnary.
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