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• HMS Liverpool off Montserrat -
the story of the destroyer's ten days
among the people of the island, as
fears for their safety grew, appears
with more pictures in pages 12-13.
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BIGGER aircraft carri-
ers with more war-
planes and greater
strike capability are
being seen by senior
Naval officers as the
most effective replace-
ment for Britain's
Invincible-class ships,
writes Anton Hanney.

Although the three Harrier
carriers have given sterling
service over the past two
decades, the Royal Navy's
senior staff are keenly aware
that the ships were not specifi-
cally designed for the opera-
tional role they are being
called upon to fulfil in today's
world.

Conceived in the depths of the
Cold War, they were intended pri-
marily as the nucleus of a task
force to combat the Russian mar-
itime threat - a job they have
never had to do for real.

As long ago as the Falkiands War,
HMS Invincible was proving the need
for flexibility by launching Harriers on
strike sorties. More than ten years
later, the class's primary contributions
to NATO's sorties over the former
Yugoslavia were in the strike, patrol

'Bigger is better'
belief by Fleet

and reconnaissance roles. Although
the British carrier-borne aircraft pro-
vided only four per cent of the
Alliance's air assets there, they flew
eight per cent of the total sorties.

The lesson has been well learned.
Though the Navy do not want to go
back to the steam catapult - they fore-
see the ultimate replacement for the
Sea Harrier as a joint UK-US VSTOL

Women in subs
a long way off

WOMEN are unlikely to serve in
Royal Navy submarines for many
years to come, Navy News has
learned.

It is understood from senior
Naval sources that although a
study into female sailors on sub-
marines is progressing, no sub-
marines in service or currently
planned are structured to accept
women crew members.

Plans for the new Astute-class
vessels are so far advanced that it
would be difficult to convert even
them for mixed crews.

aircraft - hearts are becoming set on
an increase in carrier size and greater
Joint Service "operability".

"The ship should be able to operate
the number of aircraft that could per-
form any task," says Deputy Fleet
Commander, Vice Admiral Jeremy
Blackham, one of those convinced
that bigger is better. "A larger ship
would be capable of embarking more
aircraft and would therefore be more
cost-effective.

"Increase in size need not be very
much more expensive - HMS Ocean
(the new helicopter assault ship) cost
about the same as a frigate to build.
The cost depends on what technology
and weapons you put into the ship, not
size alone."

His view of marit ime air power is
that it can often be brought to bear
quicker and nearer the target than
land-based aircraft, it needs no bases,
it can avoid bad weather, and can be
mixed and matched to the task in
hand, using any dual-capable aircraft.

The need for the Invincible-class to
pack a stronger punch is emphasised
by the plan to extend the flight deck
and stowage space forward by remov-

• Turn to back page
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Design competition for Falklands chapel
RESULTS of a design competition
for the long-planned Falklands
Memorial Chapel are due to be
announced before the end of the
year.

Building of a chapel on a site
offered by Pangbourne College, near
Reading, has been fraught with diffi-
culties since it was first suggested
over five years ago.

A scheme to transfer a period build-
ing from Salisbury fell through, and
this year the scheme received another
setback when a design submitted to

Radar in
hunt for

Newbury District Council by the
Memorial Chapel Trust was refused
planning permission.

The local authority referred the mat-
ter to the Royal Fine Art Commission
who agreed that the chapel would be a
monument of national importance and
launched the competition in conjunc-
tion with the Royal Institute of British
Architects.

Trust chairman, Admiral Sir John
Woodward, said that so far 30 compe-
tition entries had been received. He
told Navy News that the winning

design had to be within the £1.1 mil-
lion budget for the chapel, out of
which the £50,000 cost of the competi-
tion would also have to be met.

A symbolic start on building work
was made in June when the chapel's
foundation stone was unveiled by Lt
Cdr The Duke of York. "We still need
about £400,000 of the projected cost
of the chapel, but we foresee that
donations will come rolling in once
building work begins," said Admiral
Woodward. "All foundation surveys
were completed for the original

design, and once the new design is
approved we hope to see the chapel
built in a year."

Meanwhile, Cdr Rick Jolly RN (retd),
chairman of the South Atlantic Medal
Association, has suggested that the
chapel house a computerised memor-
ial as well as a traditional book of
remembrance for the 257 British per-
sonnel killed in the Falklands War.

"With the co-operation of families,
the pictures of those who died, with
text about them, could be called up on
a computer screen," he said.

The chapel will be designed to seat
550, and the campaign to enlist people
to either embroider or sponsor a
kneeler for £30 - or both - is continu-
ing. Chapel Trust secretary Angela
Perry said 250 kneelers were still
needed.

Donors and volunteers should con-
tact her at Pangbourne College,
Pangbourne, Reading, RG8 SLA.
General donations to the Trust should
also be sent there, cheques being
payable to the Falkland Islands
Memorial Chapel Trust.

rs
RADAR equipment and tech-
niques used to find the bodies
of Fred and Rosemary West's
victims may be used in a new
search for a Royal Marine
believed to have been mur-
dered on the Falkland Islands
17 years ago.

Forensic researchers equipped
with the latest technology believe
that they have the best chance yet
of finding the body of Mne Alan
Addis.

A final decision on whether the
Forensic Research Advisory
Group will deployed will be made
this month. If they go they will also
take be a dog specially trained to
sniff out bodies, no matter how
long they have been buried.

Mne Addis disappeared in 1980
after a party at a social club at
remote North Arm. At the time it
was believed he had slipped and
fallen into the water while drunk,
or had wandered off and died in
the hinterland.

Arrests
However, following a campaign

by his mother, a police investiga-
tion team from Devon and
Cornwall was sent to work with
the Islands police in 1994. They
concluded that it was likely that
the marine had been murdered,
but they could find no body, and
though three islanders were
arrested, they were released with-
out charge.

If the new search goes ahead
will begin when the forensic team
reach the Falklands in the new
year - during the islands' summer.
Its members wil l include Prof.
John Hunter, a forensic archaeol-
ogist from Birmingham
University, and Sgt Mick Swin-
dells of Lancashire police.

Sgt Swindells has led the field in
new training methods to teach
dogs to sniff out bodies. He told
Navy News: "The dog and the
radar will ensure that nothing can
slip by us - as long as we cast the
net in the right place."

Norfolk's
islands
duty ends
HMS NORFOLK has
returned home to Devonport
after a seven-month deploy-
ment as Falkland Islands
guardship.

The Type 23 frigate was relieved
on station by her sister ship, HMS
Somerset, in late May, and then
sailed to the Pacific via the
Magellan Strait to take part in
exercises with the Chilean,
Peruvian and US navies.

After visiting San Francisco she
began her journey home through
the Panama Canal. During her
deployment she has steamed
almost 30,000 miles, spent 145
nights at sea and visited seven
countries, including Brazil,
Uruguay and ports in the West
Indies.

Yacht people pay tribute to helo man's courage

RESCUED FAMILY'S
THANK-YOU VISIT

THE FAMILY rescued from their battered yacht by
HMS Illustrious's helicopters have visited the chief
petty officer who risked his own life to save theirs.

Don and Yvonne Newman,
and their six-year-old son
Daniel, called at the Portland
home of CPOACMN(D)
Sandy Saundcrs to thank him
for his part in plucking them
from their boat, tossed help-
lessly by waves of over 30ft in
the Bay of Biscay last month.

Chief Saunders, whose bravery
has been praised by Mr Newman,
was the winchman in one of 820
Squadron's Sea King helicopters
deployed from the carrier in
response to Don Newman's dis-
tress call.

The ship was 60 miles away at
the time and heading for
Portsmouth after an eight-month
global deployment on Exercise
Ocean Wave. The Newmans were
on the first leg of a planned round-
the-world trip when the unexpect-
ed gales ripped into their 36ft yacht
Touchdown 200 miles south-west of
Brest.

For three days Mr Norman had
battled at the helm, and when he
made the distress call he was near
to exhaustion and his wife dehy-
drated by severe seasickness.

Chief Saunders was a member of

the crew of the first aircraft to
arrive on the scene. "Conditions
were pretty horrendous," he told
Na\y News. "Winds were over 50
knots, visibility was poor in driving
rain, the seas were huge and the
yacht was pitching. It made it diffi-
cult for the pilot, Lt Luke Morgan,
to maintain a hovering position as
he had no reference point."

For 40 minutes Chief
Saunders was dangling on
the end of the winch, making
dozens of attempts to board
the wildly pitching yacht. "I
had to come in low to get on
board the small vessel," he
said. "The trouble with that
was that the waves were
swamping me and I was
continually in the water."

Don Newman said: "The deter-
mination on the man's face was
amazing. He gritted his teeth and
just carried on. His bravery was
incredible."

Eventually, and with ski lful
winch operation by the squadron's
senior observer, Lt Cdr Ian Fitter,
Chief Saunders reached the yacht's
cockpit and Mrs Newman was
winched up. But by that time the

CPO Sandy Saunders - 'We were in great danger of sinking.'

Torbay visits Torbay
FOR THE first time in almost
a decade, the nuclear sub-
marine HMS Torbay has visit-
ed her namesake town.

The boat moored just off
Brixham breakwater on

September 18-21. Naval
recruiting staff were on hand
to advise the parties of
schoolchildren and Sea
Cadets who were welcomed
on board.

aircraft was running out of fuel and
had to return to Illustrious, leaving
Chief Saunders, Don and Daniel to
be picked up by a second aircraft,
piloted by Lt Cdr Jennings, about
20 minutes away.

A container ship which had also
answered the distress call was
asked to provide shelter with her
high hull. But in attempting to do
that she was blown into the yacht,
nearly capsizing it.

"We were in great danger of
sinking," said Chief Saunders. "I
thought as we scraped down the
side of the ship that she would snap
our keel off. I'd got hold of Daniel
and we were all ready to jump."

Fortunately the yacht stayed
afloat and when Lt Cdr Jennings'
aircraft arrived Daniel was winched

up. By that time it was dark and
further winching from the yacht
became too risky. Chief Saunders
and Don Newman had to swim
away from the vessel to be picked
up from the sea, POACMN Colin
Hicks bringing up Mr Newman on
a double lift.

Sandy Saunders later admitted
that it had been one of the most
dangerous rescue operations he
had experienced.

Paying tribute to him, Lt Cdr
Jennings said: "CPO Saunders is
very experienced and trained to
operate in difficult conditions, but
he was a very brave man to go
down into that boat. He knew it
was the only way the family could
be saved."

Learning
the fast
way with
the Navy
HIGH-SPEED training is
being provided by the
Royal Navy's Gibraltar
Squadron for members of
the Royal Gibraltar Police
marine section. They are
teaching the Rock's bob-
bies, and RN personnel, in
the use of high perfor-
mance craft at sea - such
as this rigid inflatable
boat. The course includes
high-speed interception
and night work, with the
assistance of instructors
from RM Poole.

Picture: Cpl Kev Jones RAF

Award plan
for sailor's
bid to save
swimmer

A SAILOR from the mine-
hunter HMS Ledbury has
been recommended for a life-
saving award after attempting
to save a drowning man in a
Bristol dock.

The recommendation came
from Avon and Somerset police
after LMEM Michael Dewar
dived fully clothed into the dock
in a determined but unsuccessful
rescue bid.

In a letter to the Navy, the
police have also commended the
actions of the whole ship's compa-
ny during the incident in late
August.

The Ledbury was berthed in
Bristol for a visit to her affiliated
village of Ledbury when LMEM
Dewar was on the dockside.
Nearby, one of a group of holiday-
makers who had been drinking
tried to swim in the dock but got
into difficulties.

Divers
Michael dived in fully clothed

and tried to save the man, but he
sank before the sailor could reach
him. "I swam around looking
below," said Michael, "but it was
like there was no one there."

Meanwhile, Michael's ship-
mates in Ledbury quickly
responded to the emergency by
launching the ship's inflatable
Gemini craft with Navy divers
ABs Daisy May and Dickie Dixon
embarked. They searched unsuc-
cessfully for the missing man until
police divers arrived.

The man's body was recovered
from the dock four days later.

In the letter to the
Commanding Officer of the First
Mine Countermeasures Squad-
ron, Supt D. Warren, Bristol's
Central District commander,
thanked Ledbury's CO, Lt Cdr
Anthony Cramp, and his men for
their actions.

"Your officers and crew acted
with great professionalism and are
a credit to the Royal Navy," he
said.
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HMS Invincible 'on watch
for Britain' off southern
Spain, makes room lor the
RAF - see page 19.
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Piped on board
PERSONAL Piper to the Queen Mother Pipe Major Ian King
of the London and Scottish Coy, the London Regiment
joined the Plymouth Pipe Band on board HMS Argyll during
Navy Days - see also page 29).

Odessa ste
links with U

DS up
kraine

HMS CAMPBELTOWN was visiting the Black Sea port of Odessa last month, further
strengthening the growing warm relationship between the Royal and Ukrainian navies
(see also page 19).

This was underlined by the
presence on board of the Flag
Officer Surface Flotilla, Rear
Admiral Peter Franklyn.

He paid calls on the Head of the
Odessa Provincial Administration,
Ruslan Bodelan; Mayor Edouard
Gurvits; Commander Odessa
Military District, Col Gen
Volodymyr Shkidchenko; and the
Commander Western Naval
Region, Rear Admiral Dmytro
Ukrainets.

to study RN seamanship and dam-
age control techniques and she was
open to the public on two after-
noons.

A wreath was laid by Admiral
Franklyn at the Tomb of the
Unknown Sailor in the city immor-

talised in the massacre on the steps
sequence in Eisenstein's film
Battleship Potemkin.

HMS Campbeltown returned to
the Mediterranean for NATO
exercises and is due back in the UK
at the end of this month.

Joint exercise
Later he flew to Sevastopol to

meet the C-in-C Ukrainian Navy,
Rear Admiral Mykhaylo Yezhel
and talk with officer cadets at the
Naval Institute before both joined
talks with the defence ministers of
the UK, Ukraine and Poland and
the opening phase of a joint peace-
keeping exercise conducted by air-
borne units from the three coun-
tries.

During her five-day stay
in Odessa the ship was vis-
ited by the Ukrainian
Defence Minister Col Gen
Oleksandr Kuzmuk and his
Polish and British counter-
parts, Stanislav Dobrzh-
ansky and George
Robertson.
Ukrainian Navy personnel also

came on board the Type 22 frigate

No early move
for Mary Rose
museum plan

PLANS for a new museum to house the Mary Rose could mean
that the timbers of the Tudor warship would have to undergo a
massive movement operation.

Development ideas, commis-
sioned from outside consultants by
the Mary Rose Trust, include a
£28.5 million, Lottery-aided pro-
ject for a new building to house the
historic warship on the Portsmouth
Naval Base site currently occupied
by an early 20th century
boathouse.

Mary Rose Trust spokesman
Andy Newman told Navy News
that the remains of the ship were
still undergoing active preserva-

tion and that it could not be moved
for five to six years.

Other options involved leaving
the ship in the covered dry-dock
which it currently occupies and
building a new museum around it
or on a site close by. He stressed
that no decision had yet been
made. The Trustees would decide
on the preferred option by about
Christmas and submit a develop-
ment plan to the National Lottery
Fund by next spring.

MARITIME Volunteer Service
units at Harwich and Ipswich took
part in Marinex97, the five-yearly
full exercise of the Harwich Haven
Authority major accident plan
which had a fire in the P&O ferry
Pride of Suffolk as its scenario.

AUDLEY Court, the newest
residential care facility operat-
ed by Combat Stress, the Ex-
Services Mental Health
Association, has opened in
Newport, Shropshire.

NEW headquarters of the
Defence Clothing and Textiles
Agency was opened at Caversfield,
Bicester by the Director General
Logistic Support, Maj Gen Martin
White.

LORD Mayor of London Sir
Roger Clark spent a day at sea
in the nuclear submarine HMS
Spartan during a visit to the
Royal Navy at Plymouth.

C-in-C FLEET Admiral Sir Peter
Abbott met staff working on the
Common New Generation Frigate
and the Merlin helicopter while
calling at the new Procurement
Executive headquarters at Abbey
Wood, Bristol.

HMS SULTAN presented Lady
Fieldhpuse, new president of
the King George's Fund for
Sailors SE Hampshire
Committee, with £5,000, part
of the record-breaking profits
from the Gosport establish-
ment's summer show.

TANGMERE Military Aviation
Museum has acquired its first heli-
copter, an ex Fleet Air Arm
Westland Whirlwind HAS 57, seri-
al no. XN299 - the last to have a
piston engine.
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Drafty... Warfare and Operations

WE'RE 90 PER CENT
OF THE WAY THERE!
THE WARFARE DEPT
drafters at the Naval
Manning Agency in
Gosport continue to
strive to produce the
'three Rs' of right per-
son, right job and right
time.

Of the 9,500 ratings Dl divi-
sion looks after, more than 90
per cent fit the 3R target and
with your help and understand-
ing of the various initiatives
being implemented, that per-
centage could rise still further.

Drafty regularly hears claims
from Operations Branch Able
Rates that there are no more
Leading Hand courses and so it is
not worth attempting the PPE.

That is not true, but courses can-
not continue for ever. The sooner
you pass your PPE, the sooner you
will be allocated a place on course.

Did you know that you can still
transfer to the Warfare Branch?
Details about sideways entry and
branch transfer opportunities are
issued regularly by CND, the latest
signal being NMA Gosport
231305ZJUN97. If you need more
information get your Divisional
Officer to contact your CND desk
officer. The Warfare Branch needs
you!

SS(OM) Scheme
In the good old days there was

a select band of sailors, who hav-
ing been recommended, were
placed on the fast track promo-
tion -ladder to leading hand. A
similar scheme is now in force for
OMs. Initial selection takes place
during parts one, two or three
training, but exceptional ratings
may be considered during their
first sea draft. Full details are in
DCI(RN) 48/97.

If you think that you have the
ability and potential for early

"Right on!

advancement to LOM do not hesi-
tate, see your Divisional Officer
now. DOs, do you have any poten-
tial candidates?

RN Form C230
One of the most important tools

used by Drafty, irrespective of your
rate or branch, is the Drafting
Preference Form (Form C230).

This document provides the
means by which you, your DO and
Head of Department are able to
keep NDD informed of your draft-
ing wishes.

On occasions, vital pieces of
information are not known by
Drafty because you have not
advised us of changes to your per-
sonal circumstances.

Common examples include
changes to family details, passing
or upgrading driving examinations,
change of home address, prefer-
ence area changes, volunteering

for LFS and volunteering for sea
EOOT or at short notice.

Although you may have correct-
ly updated NOK Form S537 this
information does not form part of
Drafty's data.

Remember, a C230 remains
extant until superseded; when did
you last submit or update a
Drafting Preference Form?

RN Form C240
Are you looking for a particular

course or draft? Then let us know
by submitting a C240. When con-
sidering your next shore draft you
may wish to consult with your
Executive Officer or UPO who
should hold a copy of the Warfare
Drafting Commander's 'Distrib-
ution of Shore Jobs and LFS bil-
lets."

This document is issued bi-
annually and contains details of
shore billets, including LFS. It can-

not say when the billet is available
but a telephone call to the appro-
priate drafting desk from your DO
will provide the answer.

Unlike the C230, the C240 has a
shelf life of two years so use these
forms to your advantage and keep
Drafty in the picture. Remember,
use the Divisional system in order
to keep all interested parties in the
loop and don't forget the sell-by
dates.

Gapping
This has been a difficult year

with respect to WB gapping and a
wide range of initiatives have been
undertaken in an effort to resolve
the problem which is kept under
constant review.

If you wish to remain at sea or
would like to be through drafted
on completion of your present sea
draft you can help the situation. All
you do is put pen to paper and let
drafty have a C240.

Also, if you wish to extend your
engagement your engagement or
withdraw your notice, Drafty will
be pleased to give your DO advice.

About five months before your
ERD, if Drafty cannot identify
your relief, he will signal the bad
news. The signal has two aims,
firstly to alert the ship to the poten-
tial problem and secondly to trig-
ger you into submitting a Red
Cross Drafting Preference Form
(RXDPC). Once received, the
RXDPC supersedes the last C230
held on the computer and there-
fore should be completed in full
stating 'none' in the appropriate
boxes if no preferences are being
expressed.

The Divisional
System

Finally, there now follows a
party-political broadcast from your
kind hearted, caring and under-
standing drafting staff...

"All yours, Chief!

"Although we love to receive
your signals and faxes, it would
help immensely if only DOs or
Divisional Coordinators establish
communication by telephone. On
average, more than 1,000 tele-
phone calls are logged to the direc-
torate each week.

"Visits to the Warfare
Department in Centurion
Building are always most wel-
come, but in order to gain maxi-
mum benefit they are best under-
taken by Co-ordinators,
Divisional Officers or Heads of
Departments."

Warfare and Operations
Drafting Directorate

D1

AD1

AD2
D1A

AD1A

D1B

AD1B

D1C

AD1C

AD1W

SMA

Warfare, Ops & WE
Drafting Commander
Officer Manager/Asst
to Drafting Commander
Correspondence
Drafting Officer (R) (M)
(AW) (AAW) (AWT) (WA)
Drafting Section

Drafting Officer (UW) (S)
Drafting Section

Drafting Officer (Comms)
(CT) (Tels) (OM(C)) WEM(R)
and WEM(O)
Drafting Section
Comms/CT/OM(C)/Tels

Drafting Section
WEM(R) WEM(O)

NMA Gosport

Cdr S Haill

CPOWTR
J Thornton
Mrs S Chumbley
Lt Cdr G Palmer

ROW Williams

2494

2497

2497
2457

2450
LWWTR Hutchinson
LWWTR Saunders
WWTR Broadbent
Lt Cdr D R Long
POWTR Sass
LWWTR Halliday
LWWTR Jordan
WTR J Leeson
Lt Cdr R Villier

POW Docherty
LRO(G) Weller
WWTR Lewis
POW Plummer
LWWTR Allen
WWTR Wright
Fax

2454
2151
2441

2454

2442
2496

2511
2529

2449
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Oil painting commemorates
fierce attack on Foylebank

WHEN 20 Stuka Dive
Bombers attacked HMS
Foylebank in Portland
Harbour the battle was
short, bloody and fierce.

There were many dead and
wounded on the upper deck
but hardly any survivors from
below. Of her complement of
292, 72 were killed including
half of the 28 officers. Almost a
third of the 220 survivors were
wounded.

To mark the bravery of the
ship's company on the morn-
ing Of July 4, 1940, the HMS
Foylebank Association has
commissioned a painting of the
action.

Despite appalling damage
and carnage, the men on the
5,500 ton auxiliary anti-aircraft
ship fought back with eight 4in
high angle guns mounted in
four turrets, two four-barrelled
20mm pom-pom guns and two
multiple O.Sin machine guns.

Early on, bombs destroyed
the electricity supply and the
main armament had to be fired
manually using ammunition
from the ready-use lockers on
the gun decks.

The pom poms and machine
guns came under the some of
the heaviest fire but continued
to engage the attackers until
they withdrew.

LS Jack Mantle of
Southampton showed out-
standing courage and contin-
ued to fire the starboard pom
pom as several of his gun crew
were killed. His leg was shat-
tered by a bomb but he kept on
firing even though he was

grievously wounded again only
minutes later. His courage bore
him up until the end of the fight
when he fell by his gun.

He was posthumously
awarded a VC.

Two other men, LS Thomas
Cousins and LS George Gould

received the DSM.
Both were gunners manning

the ship's close range
weapons.

• Above: LS Jack Mantle
depicted In action on HMS
Foylebank by Major BV Wynn-
Weminck.
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Ships of the Roval Naw No 503

Victorious
gets it all
together

Putting a powerful nuclear
submarine together is like
taking on a rather complex

jigsaw puzzle.
In July 1986 a piece of steel was

cut and rolled to a radius of 21ft -
and so 16,000-tonne Trident subma-
rine HMS Victorious was born.

That first piece of steel, part of the
pressure hull, now lies buried within sub
unit 10.9, somewhere in the boat's mis-
sile compartment.

Early phases of building saw the
assembly of elements of the pressure
hull, bulkheads, decks and other steel-
work - Victorious at that stage was a col-
lection of 47 sub units, including the
dome bulkheads which cap the ends of
thepressure hull envelope.

These units, at an average weight of
65 tonnes, were fitted together and
welded to produce 17 major hull units,
some of over 200 tonnes.

These major units were married up at
VSEL Barrow with other elements -
including the aft end construction and
main machinery space, at over 1,000
tonnes - which were shipped in by sea
from Cammell Lairds and Motherwell
Bridge Fabricators.

On December 4, 1987, sub unit 8.2 -
part of the control room - was lowered
on to the South Build Line in the
Devonshire Dock Hall, effectively mark-
ing the laying of the keel.

Next came the outfit phase, when con-
struction of the hull and most of the fit-
tings were carried out simultaneously.

Nearly 900 deck, pipe and machinery
modules were built off the boat, and fit-
ted through the open ends of the main
hull units before the hull was finally
closed up and welded together.

This reduced the amount of work
which needed to be carried out in
cramped spaces in the hull, but put
greater emphasis on the detailed plan-
ning and project management.

By the end of 1989 the third phase -
construction - was well under way, with
missile tubes and reactor components
having been slipped into place, and by
March 1990 around 90 per cent of the

pressure hull was complete, with just the
main machinery space to close.

With the boat still in two pieces, final
installation of pipes and cables was
begun - by the time the submarine was
ready for sea she would contain 25,000
pipes, 13,000 main power cables and
3,000 secondary cables.

Peak manning was attained during
1992, when more than 1,300 technicians
and workers were involved in the build.
The missile inner launch tubes were fit-
ted, and work continued on the fitting of
the 84,000 acoustic rubber tiles which
cover the hull of Victorious.

With the reactor core shipped in
June 1993, the boat was ready
for launch by Lady Newman on

September 29, 1993, when Victorious
was moved out on to the ship lift to be
lowered into the water for the first time.

She was dived in the basin at Barrow
to periscope depth for the first time on
January 7, 1994, to check her watertight
integrity and trim and stability, and she
then embarked on an intensive period of
contractor's trials.

Her reactor was activated for the first
time at the end of March 1994, and
shortly after, the missile tubes were suc-
cessfully tested. A deep dive and good
machinery performance caused a good
deal of pridje in VSEL staff, contractors
and RN staff involved in the build.

Victorious commissioned on January
7, 1995, and her alternating crews of
135 each have now slotted into the
secret patrols which make her Trident
missiles such a potent deterrent.

When carried these solid-fuel mis-
siles, some 55 tonnes each and 40ft in
length, sit in tubes 7ft wide and extend-
ing through the four decks of the boat.
The tubes are capped with a six-tonne
muzzle hatch.

Whenever missile are embarked the
nerve centre - the missile control com-
partment - becomes a classified area
with much restricted access. The same
applies to the navigation centre, so that
the submarine's position, which can be
plotted with pinpoint accuracy, is
known to as few personnel as possible.

Facts and
figures

Class: SSBN - Ship
Submersible Ballistic
Nuclear
Pennant number: S29
Builder: VSEL, Barrow-in-
Furness
Launched: September 29,
1993
Commissioned: January 7,
1995
Displacement: 16,000
tonnes dived
Length: 150 metres
Beam: 13.2 metres
Ship's company: 135 (14
officers) - two crews
Machinery: Rolls-Royce
pressurised water nuclear
reactor 2, two GEC main tur-
bines, one shaft, one emer-
gency propulsion motor
Speed: 25 knots dived
Combat data systems:
Dowty Sema Submarine
Command System
Sonars: Marconi/Plessey
Type 2054 composite multi-
frequency hull-mounted
sonar suite plus integral
towed array. Additional
sonars for navigation,
oceanographic analysis and
communications
Radars: Navigation - Kelvin
Hughes Type 1007, l-band
Armaments: 16 Lockheed
Trident II rockets; thermonu-
clear warheads contain six
Multiple Independent Re-
entry Vehicles; Marconi
Spearfish torpedoes
Affiliations: District of
Stirling, Worshipful Company
of Gold and Silver Wyre
Drawers, TS Gambia, HMS
Victorious (1941-45)
Reunion Association
Sponsor: Lady Newman

• Guarding Britain -
ballistic missile
nuclear submarine
HMS Victorious.

BATTLE
HONOURS

RIVOLI 1812
BISMARCK 1941
NORWAY 1941-42
ARCTIC 1941-42
BISCAY 1942
NORTH AFRICA

1942
MALTA CONVOYS

1942
SABANG 1944
PALEMBANG 1945
OKINAWA 1945
JAPAN 1945

Doughty fighters
FOUR ships bore

the name HMS
Victorious before

the submarine, shar-
ing 11 Battle Honours.

The first two were
74-gun, two-deck
third-rate ships, the
first being launched
in 1785 at Blackwall.

She was involved in
operations off South
Africa in 1795, and
spent the rest of her
career in the East
Indies, being con-
demned and broken up
In Lisbon In 1803 and
on her way back to the UK.

The second was launched at
Bucklers Hard in October
1808, and gained the first Battle
Honour in 1812 in the Adriatic
when she pounded French ship
Rivoli into submission.

After refit, she blockaded
American ports, then spent 40
years as a floating barracks
and depot in Portsmouth.

The third Victorious was a
15,000 ton battleship of the

War veteran - HMS Victorious pictured In 1958.

Majestic class, launched at
Chatham in 1894.

She served with the Channel,
Mediterranean and Home
Fleets, and on the China
Station; war service was low-
key, and after years as a depot
ship she was sold in 1923.

The fourth ship, the third
23,000-ton Illustrious-Class
armoured Fleet carrier,
launched in 1939 on Tyneslde,
played a key role In the sinking
of the Bismarck, as her aircraft

caused a fuel link in
the German ship,
obliging her to turn
towards the forces
which later sank her.

The carrier, which
served for 32 years,
spent the early war
on Russian convoy
duties and attacking
Norwegian bases.

She also escorted
the famous Maltese
Pedestal convoy, and
in 1943 switched to
the Pacific, but by
1944 was back with

the Home Fleet and
her aircraft took part in the
action against the Tlrpltz. She
then saw out the war in the
Pacific, proving the wisdom of
British armoured carriers when
attacked by Kamikaze raiders -
American wooden-deck ships
were out of action for months.

In the 1950s she was virtual-
ly rebuilt with a fully-angled
flight deck, and In 1969 she
was towed to be scrapped at
Faslane - ironically the home
base of her successor.
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Letters

With Nelson
at Tenerif e

I WAS most interested to
read last month's article
on HMS Grafton's visit to
Tenerife to mark the 200th
anniversary of Nelson's
unsuccessful attack on
Santa Cruz.

My great-great-grandfa-
ther, Robert Francis
Simpson, was a Warrant
Officer serving in HMS
Theseus and was in
charge of the boat or
boats landing the storm-
ing party from the ship.

When Nelson came
down to the boats wound-
ed, it fell to Simpson to
take him off to the Fleet,
the Admiral resting on my
ancestor's arm as he got
into the boat.

Simpson took part in
many engagements dur-
ing his service in the
Royal Navy, including the
Nile, after which he was In
charge of Aboukir Island
for a time; the relief of
Acre on the Syrian coast;
and the blockade of
Toulon and other French
ports in the
Mediterranean.
C . S . P . S h e r w o o d ,
Sevenoaks.

IN VIEW of your coverage
of Nelson at Santa Cruz, I
would like to recommend
a visit to the Nelson
Museum at Monmouth.

A Welsh market town 20
miles inland may seem an
unusual site for a memori-
al to Britain's greatest
sailor, but it was the life-
long enthusiasm of Lady
Llangattock to create such
a collection.

The museum houses
the most impressive arte-
facts, including a collec-
tion of fake items bought
by gullible enthusiasts.
These include Nelson's
supposed glass eye!

As your article makes
clear, he lost the sight of
the eye, but did not
require an artificial
replacement. - R. Bowen,
Blaenavon, Torfaen.

Secrets of
a flag of
courage
I WAS passed a copy of your July edition - the first one I have seen since I left the Navy
in the Sixties - and noted some correspondence about concealed wartime flags.

We still have at home a very tale - and indeed did a few
• ~ - . - - ago find Qne America,, ex-POWtatty old Union flag which fam-

ily tradition says was the first
one to be flown in Japan after
the surrender at the end of
World War II.

My father, John A.Page, was
captured in Hong Kong in 1941
and spent his war as a prisoner in
various camps and hospitals after
the inevitable stay in Stanley Gaol.

He survived the war to live
another 45 years and retire as a
Surgeon Captain. His medical
records - pencilled lists of treat-
ment and recovery and sickness
and death of British, Dutch,
Americans, New Zealanders,
Canadians and others - are on dis-
play at the Wellcome Institute in
London.

One of his many strengths
seems to have been a detailed
familiarity with wild plants and
their medicinal and other proper-
ties, as many of his fellow prisoner
patients learned to their benefit.

One of those properties is their
ability to be used as a source of
natural dyes, and the story goes
that in the camp in which he was
serving at the end (Kobe?
Amagasaki?) the prisoners cob-
bled together a Union flag, cor-
rectly coloured, and kept it con-
cealed, breaking it out on VJ Day.

I have sought to corroborate this

w years
ex-POV

(another doctor) in New York who
I hoped would confirm it, but he
had no recollection.

I would be interested if any of
your readers who were POWs in
Japan have any memories of this.
If so, then this flag, which was for a
while displayed in the naval chapel
in Singapore while my father was
serving there in the Sixties, belongs
somewhere more visible than on a
shelf in the back of the garage. -
C.J.A.Page, South Norwalk,
Connecticut, USA.

Cutback in
cutaway

IF THERE is a small prize for
spotting an omission or error (say
a four-week holiday for two in the
Bahamas) then I hope to have won
it.

In the cutaway of the Type 23
published in the September issue
there is no accommodation for the
Junior Rates. Are they all on the
port side? Has lean manning gone
so far that the sailors have to find
a space wherever they can? - Cdr
H.L.Foxworthy, Forfar.

Sorry, the omission was delib-
erate! The trouble with the way
this sort of drawing is presented
is that you cannot expose every
part of the hull's contents, so that
a number of compartments had
to be left out. - Ed.

Lighter
touch

YOUR picture of an American
blimp (November issue) remind-
ed me of the time I was serving in
HMS Stonecrop doing anti-sub-
marine patrols in the Straits of
Gibraltar with the River class
frigates Ayr and Odzani.

This was in spring and early
summer of 1944 and we were fre-
quently working with two US
blimps who flew in tandem with
the sonar on a long cable just
above the surface.

When they got a ping the lead-
ing blimp dropped a smoke flare,
then the following one did the
same as it made contact and by
following the line of flares our
corvette made contact with a sub.
Other vessels attacked it and it
was reported sunk. - H.N.Eager,
Newtownards, Co Down.

Thumbnai
sketch of a
hardy sou

THE ARTICLE 'New stone for a humble hero of the Redan'
(September issue) states that only one man, Michael Hardy, a
Royal Marine, managed to penetrate the upper glacis, but was
killed.

Actually he was a matelot,
not a marine, a fact made
apparent by General Sir
Evelyn Wood in his memoir of
the Crimea. Wood was then
serving as a midshipman with
the Naval Brigade and
describes an earlier instance of
Hardy's valour which he wit-
nessed while observing the fall
of shot during the bombard-
ment of the Redan.

"It was important to observe
exactly the first impact of each
shot, which, with a steady platform
for the telescope, I was able to
effect, calling out 'Good! Ten yards
to the right' or 'Twenty yards short'
as the projectiles struck the para-
pet or ground.

"I was resting my left hand with
the telescope on the 8-inch gun
and was steadying my right hand
on the shoulder of Charles -, 1st
class boy, while I checked the
practice of the centre and right-
hand gun, when a man handed
round the grog for the gun's crew
then out of action.

"The boy asked me to move my
elbow while he drank his grog, so
that he might not shake me, and on
receiving the pannikin he stood up,
and was in the act of drinking when
a shot from the Redan, coming
obliquely across us, took off his
head, the body falling on my feet.

"At this moment, Michael
Hardy, having just fired his gun,
was 'serving the vent". This consists
of stopping all current of air from
the gun which, if allowed to pass
up the vent, would cause any
sparks remaining after the explo-
sion to ignite the fresh cartridge.

"Hardy, like the rest of the gun's
crew, had turned up his sleeves
and trousers as high as he could
get them; his sailor's shirt was
open low on the neck and chest.
His face, neck and clothes were
covered with the contents of the
boy's head; to lift the thumb from
the vent might occasion the death
of Nos 3 and 4, the Loader and
Sponger, who were then 'ramming
home'; but he never flinched.

"Without moving his right
thumb from the vent, with the left
hand he wiped the boy's brains
from his face and eyes as he looked
round on us. Those sitting near me
were speechless, startled, as
indeed was I, for the boy was a
shipmate, and I had felt the wind
of the shot, which passed within six
inches of my face, when we were
awakened to a sense of the situa-
tion by Hardy's somewhat con-
temptuous exhortation as he thus
addressed the men:

'"You — fools, what the hell are
you looking at? Is the man dead,
take his carcase away; isn't he
dead, take him to the doctor. Jim,
are you home? - this was said to
the Loader, who was in the act of

giving the final tap on ramming
home the fresh charge, and on get-
ting the answer "Yes", without
bestowing another look at us,
Hardy gave the order to his gun's
crew, 'Run out, Ready'.

"I saw a great deal of Hardy
after this episode, for always going
to battery together, he carried
down my blanket and tea-bottle,
receiving my allowance of rum for
his services.

"He was in many ways a remark-
able man, for, having been previ-
ously stationed on shore for a little
time in Eupatoria, he collected,
doubtless by questionable means,
some ponies, which he used to let
out on hire to the officers of the
fleet for a ride.

"Brave beyond description, he
was an excellent sailor in all
respects when kept away from
drink, but any excess rendered him
unmanageable ..."

A very large proportion of the
fighting done by the Royal Navy of
the Victorian era was done ashore
by the Naval Brigades, a marvel-
lous story of heroism, stoic
endurance and, as might be
expected of the RN, humour.
Sadly there, is, as far as I know, no
book which tells their story in its
entirety. - R.F.Eggleton,
Weymouth.

All in a
name

IN 1940 the cruiser HMS Ajax
was given the unique honour of
having a new town in Ontario,
Canada named after her, in token
of the part she played in the Battle
of the River Plate.

Further to this, all the streets in
the town, which now has some
60,000 inhabitants, were named
for officers and crew serving in the
ship at that time.

The town prospers and grows
rapidly and the list of crew mem-
bers awaiting new streets being
built has grown very short.

In view of this, the list may well
be extended to include names of
any man who served at any time in
HMS Ajax during the 13 years she
was in commission.

The Mayor of Ajax, Ontario has
asked us to try and find as many of
these men as possible as the
Admiralty has told him crew lists
are no longer available.

We would need to have some
proof of service - a photocopy of
the Service Sheet would be suffi-
cient - before their names are for-
warded to the Mayor's office in
Harwood Avenue (named after
our Commodore). - G.Deacon,
HMS Ajax and River Plate
Association, 46 Channel View Rd,
Eastbourne.
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Train took the strain for Capetown
SIXTY years ago this month occurred the epic train journey
from Hankow in North China to Hong Kong of 12 officers and
210 men evacuated from HMS Capetown during the
Sino-Japanese conflict.

The Capetown was due to take up a winter deployment at
Hankow, the most northern navigable place on the Yangste
Kiang River where a cruiser could berth.

So it was that the train 'HMS Capetown II' was launched with
lemonade at Wuchang Station, arrayed with the Union Flag (for
aircraft recognition), a White Ensign and a commissioning pen-
nant.

The train was infested with bugs - sitting on your bunk or
standing in the corridor playing cockroach races was the
choice.

There were reports of bombings up and down the line and we
saw some at close quarters, transferring to another train 60
miles from Canton. It took us four days to reach the terminal at
Kowloon. - D.W.Large, Manadon.

• Right: members of HMS Capetown's ship's company
cross the Yangtse Kiang from Hankow to Wuchang.
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Letters

for every
REGARDING the article on Volunteer Bands (August
issue), as a pre-war Chatham rating we had, in addi-
tion to two Royal Marine bands (one in the old
Brompton barracks), two 'ratings bands',

One was a drum and fife band of the Artificers
Apprentices and the other a Seamen's band. In con-
trast to the present day volunteer bands, all this band
were dressed as seamen. Chiefs and POs wore this
rig, but always had POs badges plus GC badges.

I met up again with a post-war Seamen's band when
I Joined the cruiser Phoebe in 1949. This was the sub-
ject of a previous Navy News article and I recall In
Trieste they played about five national anthems at
Colours for foreign warships who were there at the
same time. - J.Sharpe, Maidstone.

I WAS sorry to find no mention of the Victory Blue
Jacket Band in August's feature.

I served in this band between 1948-55, We represent-
ed the Navy and our country on many occasions. We
were at the funeral of King Gustav of Sweden and we
opened the Festival of Britain and the Royal
Tournament on at least six occasions.

I myself was an amateur, but most bandsmen were
very experienced, being ex colliery or Salvation Army
bandsmen. Our Bandmaster, Mr Harrison, who lived in
Portsmouth, was an ex-Royal Marine bandmaster and
our training was very strict - w.Garrett, High
Wycombe.

• Freezing weather for the Victory Blue Jacket Band,
In Stockholm tor the funeral of King Gustav, 1950,

'No foundation' to
Dasher mystery,
says survivor
THERE have been so many rumours and so much speculation regarding the loss of HMS
Dasher which have no foundation whatsoever.

I was the only Seaman Petty
Officer Leading Torpedoman to
survive and was ordered before the
court of inquiry held on board our
sister ship HMS Archer at
Greenock.

It found that the cause was an
explosion during refuel l ing, e i ther
by a lighted cigarette dropped
through a fan shaft into the refu-
ell ing space from the Fleet Air
Arm messdeck or through an elec-
trical f a u l t whi le r e fue l l i ng
Swordfish aircraft.

All American Lease Lend carri-
ers then had their refuelling sys-
tems changed and brought up to
British standards; our tragic loss
no doubt saved many lives in other
carriers of that class.

No aircraft crashed into Dasher
- we had completed flying training
and aircrews stood down at I630.
Off duty crew were sent below to
change ready for one watch shore
leave on our arrival at Greenock. -
J.R.Gray, Margate.

I READ w i t h interest the
report of the fate of HMS Dasher
in your July edition. In March 1943
I was serving in HMS Archer ,
anchored in the Clyde, and on one
Saturday, I t h i n k i t was, went
ashore wi th some mates.

Walking along I.args seafront we
saw a huge pall of smoke behind a
hill . On return on board we were
told it was our sister ship HMS
Avenger that had blown up with
the loss of about 400 crew.

The previous Wednesday there
had been a big raid on Glasgow
with stiff opposition from our

defence forces and we were told
the Germans had sown some mag-
netic mines in the river, which
caused this disaster - or was that a
piece of Ministry mis informat ion, I
w o n d e r ? - H.A.Gravett,
Eastbourne.

Free for
the few

AS A Naval photographer having
recently joined HQ C-in-C Fleet
where there is a great emphasis on
'joint' matters, I have developed a
keen interest in the role of the
Army and the RAF.

This resulted in my deciding to
take a trip to the RAF Museum at
Hendon, just a few junctions away
off the M25. I was most surprised
and disappointed to f i n d tha t
while serving members of the RAF
get in free, the other services have
to pay.

What made th i s pa r t i cu la r ly
galling was the fact tha t I had just
recommended a f r iend of mine, a
sergeant in the RAF, to visit the
Royal Naval Museum, the
Submar ine Museum and HMS
Victory. He got in free to all three
on production of his ID card and
was suitably impressed.

Is it not time, in the current cli-
mate of tri-service co-operation,
that the RAF Museum changed
its policy to accommodate a joint
service attitude? - PO P.Everitt,
HQ CmC Fleet, Northwood.

Navy News has confirmed that there
is free entry for all serving personnel
to the RN and Submarine Museums
and to HMS Victory - and to the Royal
Marines Museum as well. The
National Army Museum makes no
entry charge at all - but the Fleet Air
Arm Museum also charges the full
price to Army and RAF personnel.
Serving RN people pay £1.50 for up to
three adults, no charge for children.

Special
thanks

ON BEHALF of Special
Olympics thank you verv much
indeed for the wonderful outing
you provided our members.

It was just what was needed, as
one of our parents said on televi-
sion when asked what she was
going to do next week after the
Games: "Things wi l l be very flat
but we can look forward to the
outing to the Royal Tournament
courtesy of /Van1 News and that
wil l help l i f t us all back again." It
certainly did!

The whole of the Special
Olympic movement has much to
t h a n k the Navy for the role it
played in the National Games. I
don't th ink we have ever had such
support in the past. Thanks for the
f inancia l support from establish-
ments, for providing accommoda-
tion and sports facili t ies, cadets
and marshalls for the opening cer-
emony - and the Royal Marines
Band as well. - C.Jones, Sports
Director, Special Olympics South
East Hampshire.

The big idea:

A selection of former MOD properties
for sale to former and serving
members of the armed forces

with special military discounts.

For more information

telephone: 0171 940 2300

ANNINGTONf
HOMES
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People in the News

• Jamie Salmon on parade.

Youngest
recruit?

A JUNIOR member of the Sea
Cadets almost upstaged his
older colleagues at the Navy
Days tattoo in Devonport.

Jamie Salmon's mum and
dad, Sara and Jon, helped train
the Sea Cadets' massed band
for the shows, and two-year-old
Jamie was keen to play a minor
role.

But when he took to the field
in front of the VIPs at the
evening tattoo, he changed his
mind.

"When he heard the crowd
and realised everyone was
watching him, he thought 'I'm
having some of that'," said
Sara, who with Jon helps train
the TS Cossack unit in Crawley,
the 1996 national champions.

"He was supposed to march
off with the band, but ended up
marching up and down on his
own."

cars
TWO sailors on the Ocean
Wave deployment had particu-
larly good reasons for return-
ing home.

There on the quayside on their
return were gleaming new cars -
one a prize, the other a present.

MEM Barry Monk became the
owner of a gleaming new Rover
416Si thanks to the grand prize
draw held on board HMS Fearless
and backed by car firm SCE Ltd.

Barry (26), from North London,
bought 40 £1 tickets.

"I was down in the mess watch-
ing a film when they did the draw
on the flight deck," said Barry.

"Three people came down to
tell me I had won the car, but I told
them to get lost because I was
watching a film - I just didn't
believe them."

He eventually checked on the
flight deck, and found it was true.

Only one problem remained.
"I was over the moon when I

found I had won, even though I
don't actually drive," he said.

"They were very good about it -
they sold it and gave the proceeds
to me. It will come in useful
because it's house purchase time.

"Perhaps in another year or so I
might think about learning to
drive."

The prize was provided by SCE
Ltd, who specialise in providing
vehicles to Royal Navy personnel
at concessionary terms - tax free
and UK tax paid.

Meanwhile, HMS Gloucester's
PTI Pete Staples had a little sur-
prise waiting for him at
Portsmouth when the ship arrived
back in Portsmouth at the end of a
long deployment.

Pete had got married to

AGAMEMNON HOUSING
ASSOCIATION LIMITED
Provides Sheltered Housing in purpose built

blocks of flats in Bridgemary, Waterlooville
and Southsea for people of State Retirement Age

who have served as Ratings/Other Ranks in
the RN/RM, former WRNS and QARNNS

and/or their Widows/Widowers.
For further details write to:

The Manager, Agamemnon Housing Association Ltd,
Swiftsure Block, HMS NELSON, Portsmouth,

Hants, PO1 3HH

ENAMEL BADGES
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The ideal memento or present
Royal Navy Crown. Submariner Dolphins.

Royal Marines. Army Regiments. Royal Air force.

A Badge set in a mahogany frame. With a quartz
clock, wall or free standing. Made to order only.
From £29.95. each plus p&p £2.95.
Personalised with an engraved brass plate fitted
extra. Please state Badge required and send a
cheque, with your name and address to:
LA. BLOWES. Dept.NN. P.O. BOX 6625,
LONDON E7 8RR.
Please allow 28 days for us to process your order.

Royal Navy Crown clock pictured in a 5x7 (13x1 8cm) frame.

The clock design is "Copyright of L.A.BIowes. The badge is e Crown Copyright/MOD.
Reproduced with the Permission of the Controller of Her Majesty's Stationery Office.

Michelle while they were out in
New Zealand, but wasn't expecting
any late wedding presents.

"Michelle kept checking the
papers, and bought a car a week
before Pete got home," said friend
Mrs Mo Pennicott.

"She drove it for a day then hid
it away behind her house to make
sure no one found out about it."

While Pete gets to know his new
MR2, Michelle, a nanny in
Hampshire, will continue in a
more modest vehicle - the Fiat
Cinquecento which comes with her
job.

• Key moment - Colin
Clubley of SCE hands over
the Rover's keys to winner
MEM Barry Monk of HMS
Fearless.

Running
on top of
the world
A RETIRED Naval officer has
been selected to run in one of
the world's most testing
marathons.

Cdr Giles Fletcher Is one of
Only 65 non-Nepalese runners
chosen to trek 100 mites in 16
days to reach the starting line,
on a glacier 17,000ft up Everest

One consolation for Giles will
be the presence of his wife
Wenna, a teacher, chosen as one
of the paramedic back-up team.

Giles has been pounding the
afreets around his home at
Alresford In Hampshire,.and In
the Welsh mountains, in prepara-
tion for the November race, which
could raise £50,000 for charities
In Nepal - one of the five poorest
countries in the world.

The race will take the "grey-
bearded, back-packed veteran
In the toted mtAC vest" me
standard distance of fust over
26 miles - but on a demanding
course.

"Ins going is on Ice, snow,
rough tracks or open mountain-
side, there are two horrendousiy
steep uphill sections, several
three-wire suspension bridges,
and all at a level where there is
only 50 per cent of the oxygen
at sea level," said Giles, a sub-
mariner who served In HMS
Rorqual, Resolution and
Courageous, HMS Sultan and
RNC Greenwich.

At dawn on the day of the race
the temperature is likely to be
below minus 15C, but by midday
it could rise above 20C.

The record time is a shade
under four hours, but Giles (60),
said he "will be content with fin-
ishing before the pubs shut"

He also hopes to set another
record of sorts - he used to take
his oboe to sea end has "played
It deeper". He will now take tt up
to 5,500m for a quick recital.

Giles and Wenna have already
raised almost £1,500, and would
welcome more support He can
be contacted at Wayside
Cottage, Soames Lane, Ropley,
Alresford, Hants $024 OER.

A PTI at HMS
Raleigh has been
rewarded for helping
London youngsters.

WO Mickey Shone
was given the
Metropolitan Police
S u p e r i n t e n d e n t s '
Commendation for
helping organise train-
ing weeks at Torpoint
for children from
Wandsworth, including
sailing and trekking
across the moors.

• WO Mickey Shone receives his com-
mendation from Sgt Richard Martin.

• water sport - Royal Navy, Army and Royal Air Force personnel
ami their families battle it out in the British Community raft race in
Nisida Harbour In Naples. The race, outside the NATO NAVSOUTH
building, Is a chance for personnel to cool off In the hot Italian sum-
mer-~ and a source of puzzlement to NATO colleagues,

Day at sea for fathers and sons
SHIP'S CO David Turner
bridged the generation
gap when he invited his
father and son to spend a
day on board the Royal
Navy minehunter HMS
Cromer.

Lt Cdr Turner organised
the family day to give his 70-
year-old father Ronald, a for-
mer Navy man, and 11-year-
old son Harry a chance to
experience life on a ship.

Ronald, from Halifax -
who served on aircraft carri-
ers during the Second World
War and at one time was
based in Hong Kong - said he
was surprised to see how
much life at sea had changed
over the years.

Harry, a pupil at Dollar
Academy in Scotland, was

just keen to learn all about
Dad's job.

"It was a great opportunity
to bring three generations
together and give them a
chance to see what life is like
in today's Royal Navy," said
Lt Cdr Turner, who took
command of the Clyde-based
ship in June after three years
serving in Saudi Arabia.

Ronald took the opportu-
nity to join the ship's compa-
ny for three nights as they
sailed to Plymouth.

HMS Cromer was due to
leave last month for a deploy-
ment in the Baltic.

Lt Cdr Turner, a native of
Halifax, joined the Royal
Navy in 1974 and now lives in
Scotland with his wife
Yvonne, son Harry and eight-
year-old daughter Jenni. • Family day - Lt Cdr David Turner with son Harry and father Ronald.
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People in the News

• LOM Dameon Schofield.

NVQ for
Grafton
sailor
A SAILOR from HMS Grafton
has become the first RN com-
municator to be awarded an
NVQ by the telecommunica-
tions award body.

LOM Dameon Schofield
(26) gained a National
Vocational Qualification Level
3 in operating and maintaining
the performance of telecommu-
nications equipment (OTE3).

Dameon studied for the
qualification during his com-
munications course at HMS
Collingwood, the Navy's
Weapon Engineering and
Communications Training
establishment at Fareham,
Hampshire.

He joined the Navy in 1988
in Birmingham "to see the
world", and is now married to
Donna and has two young chil-
dren. The family lives in
Hampshire.

The NVQ was awarded by
the Telecommunications
Vocational Standards Council.

• Just passing through - Dave Berry prepares for take-off at Portland in his Bucker Jungmann.
Picture: Steve Belasco, Dorset Evening Echo

Rare aircraft
calls at Osprey

A FORMER Navy pilot made
a surprise visit to HMS Osprey
when the weather forced a
change of plans.

Dave Berry, an ex-RN officer
who flew Buccaneer jets, had
planned to fly his Bucker
Jungmann biplane from Sussex to
RN air station Culdrose for the Air
Days.

But at Exeter he learned that
the weather at Culdrose was very

poor, and decided to return to
Sheffield Park, north of Brighton.

But as the weather deteriorat-
ed, he elected to make a precau-
tionary landing at Portland,
where he remained for five days.

"I was delighted to arrive at
Portland air station - the weather
was really murky and my aircraft
is not equipped to fly in cloud,"
said Dave.

The 'plane, built under licence

in Spain in 1954, was one of about
500 used as a primary aircraft
trainer by the Spanish air force.

The model remained in service
until 1960.

Micky Brock, spokesman for
HMS Osprey, said: "It was a good
thing that Dave was not in a
Buccaneer, as their landing speed
is 165mph, which is a touch high to
carry out a successful landing at
Portland."

Sports meeting

• Nick Nick - PQPT Carter (left) and brother U Carter

A SPORTING finale to the
Ocean Wave deployment
brought together two broth-
ers with the same name.

Teams from HMS Illustrious,
Beaver, Richmond and
Gloucester, and RFA Olna, com-
peted in an olympiad which was
won by the carrier.

The olympiad pitted POPT
Nick Carter of HMS Beaver
against his brother, Lt 'Nick'

Carter, the carrier's Catering
Officer who doubles as ship's
Sports Officer.

The brothers previously met up
on long-distance deployments in
1984, when they served together
in HMS Torquay in the West
Indies, and in 1985, again in the
Caribbean, when HMS Diomede
escorted the Royal Yacht.

A third Carter brother is also a
Navy man, in the Submarine
Service.

Reunited - LAEM Ritchie Greengrow of 846 NAS is back
with his wife Chris and son Nathan.

'Junglies' return
THREE Sea King helicopters and
30 members of 846 Naval Air
Squadron have returned to RN air
station Yeovilton after a six-month
deployment in the Far East.

The squadron has been taking
part in multi-national exercises
as part of Ocean Wave, working
with the armed forces of Brunei,
Singapore, Malaysia and the
Philippines, among others.

Aircraft of 846 and 848 Sqdns

were familiar sights in the jun-
gles of Brunei in the late 1950s
and early 1960s when they
helped counter the threat of
Communists, earning the
Commando squadrons the still-
current Junglies nickname.

The squadron also helped
with air movements for the con-
tingency force anchored off-
shore during the handover of
Hong Kong in June.

1997
THE YEAR OF

THE SEAFARER

YESTERDAY TODAY TOMORROW
OUR SURVIVAL DEPENDS ON OUR SEAFARERS
The Year of the Seafarer is the theme chosen by
King George's Fund for Sailors (KGFS) for its
80th Anniversary Appeal. It is a timely
reminder of how much we depend on the men
and women who serve in the Royal Navy, the
Merchant Navy and the Fishing Fleets provid-
ing our defences, our daily food, our goods and
our leisure.
KGFS is the central fund for all nautical charities
who help seafarers and their dependants when
they hit their own rough seas. The 1996 grants
totalled £2,736,736.
PLEASE HELP US TO SUPPORT OUR SEAFARERS
SEND YOUR DONATION OR ASK FOR MORE DETAILS

KING
, 'GEORGE'S
BINDFORSAILORS

Registered Charily No. 2MJ6

TO the Director General, KGFS,
8 Hatherley Street, London SW1P 2YY. Tel 0171-932 0000.

I would like to learn more about the work of KGFS Q

I enclose my gift of £ towards the work of the Fund.

NAME

ADDRESS

YS97/NN



10 NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 1997

Last floating
dock for sale

THE NAVY is hoping to sell
one of its larger sea-going
units - one that sinks on a
regular basis, writes Mike
Gray.

Admiralty Floating Dock num-
ber 60, known affectionately as
AFD60, has been a landmark on
the Gareloch at Clyde Naval
Base for more than 30 years.

But now it is no longer required
for its primary role of docking
nuclear submarines, it is expected
to be put up for sale soon, and
should leave its home in March next
year.

AFD60 is the last remaining float-
ing dock operated by the Royal
Navy, and was completed in
Portsmouth in 1966 - exactly 100
years after the first such dock was
designed for the Navy in North
Woolwich, and around 200 years
after the concept of the floating dock
was first tested.

That first Navy dock was towed to

• HMS Talent, the last submarine to be
undocked from the Navy's lost floating
OOCk - AFD60 at Faslane.

Picture: LW(PHOT) June Gregory.

Bermuda, where it was replaced in
1906 by AFD1. The principles are
still the same - the trough-shaped
dock is flooded to a depth of up to
35ft, allowing it to settle until the
customer can be brought in.

Once the vessel is in place - and
AFD60 could cope with ships of up
to 9.000 tons - the dock is refloated,
leaving the vessel high and dry.

Many floating docks were built
during the world wars, as they
proved more useful than traditional,
fixed, graving docks, and the num-
bers AFD1 to 100 were swiftly allo-
cated, though not all were actually
built.

A number are still in service with
foreign agencies and companies
around the world.

Museum
The current AFD60 is the second

to be allocated the number - the first
was cancelled in 1945 - and she is
something of a museum for her kind,
as memorabilia collected on board
includes AFD dockings back to the
1920s and the original sailing orders
forAFD2in1920.

AFD60 cost £4 million, and was
towed to Faslane where she started
work in 1967, having been designed
specifically for Polaris submarines.

In the intervening 30 years she
has welcomed 629 'customers',
including a variety of nuclear boats,
surface warships, including the
frigate HMS Ariadne, diesel-electric
submarines, foreign submarines
and Royal Maritime Auxiliary Service
craft, for maintenance periods and
examination of grounding damage.

Apart from a three-month refit just
across the Clyde in Greenock in
1977, AFD60 has been on station for
the full 30 years.

Staffing shrank over the years,
particularly with the arrival of the
shiplift, which has superseded the
floating dock. There are still two offi-
cers - Dockmaster, Lt Cdr David
Griffiths, and his deputy, Lt Cdr Jon
Merritt, and two departments headed
by Charge Chiefs.

As well as technical and seaman
ratings for maintenance work, there
are civilian crane drivers and valve-
house watchkeepers, so a docking
operation involved RN personnel,
civil servants and civilian contrac-
tors.

For almost ten months over the
past year or so, AFD60 was occu-
pied by a nuclear submarine - the
last being Devonport-based HMS
Talent, which undocked in the late
summer.

Big switch for
Forces radio

NEW STUDIOS have been opened by the British Forces
Broadcasting Service at the Chalfont Grove premises in
Buckinghamshire of the Services Sound and Vision Corporation.

Get Wise on DCIs

The official switch-on of the new
station was performed by Armed
Forces Minister Dr John Reid on
September 24, marking the end of
12 years of BFBS broadcasting
from Paddington.

Also attending the opening were
DJs John Peel and Richard
Allinson.

The SSVC is providing the
BFBS service as part of a five-year
contract, and decided on the move
to Chalfont Grove, near Gerrards
Cross, to unite all its broadcasting
services under one roof.

The six new purpose-built studio
scost over f l million to build.
BFBS Director, Peter McDonagh,
said: "In order to stay ahead of
technology and provide the best
possible service to the Forces, we
have invested in the best state-of-
the-art equipment."

Over 5,000 discs have been
recorded on to the new station's
hard-drive - one of the largest
selections of records of any radio

station in the world. "We're always
keen to respond to our listeners'
music tastes," said Mr McDonagh.
"Now they'll have virtually any
record at the instant touch of a
button."

New stealth
ship design

SHIPBUILDERS Vosper Thorny-
croft have unveiled an updated
design of their Sea Wraith war-
ship.

Vosper say Sea Wraith II is the
result of further research and
development following the com-
pany's first radical stealth design
of almost a year ago.

The re-worked design, although
basically similar to the first is of a
bigger and more capable warship -
135m long with a flight deck,
hangar and more powerful arma-
ment, but retaining many of the
original, innovative features.

Warning over 'fue
efficiency' products
MEMBERS of the Armed Forces are being warned not to
undertake unsponsored trials with materials or equipment
which are claimed by their makers to improve venicle fuel
efficiency.

The products tend to be mar-
keted with exaggerated and
technically unsubstantiated
claims as to their efficiency,
and come in various forms,
including liquids, metal alloys,

• • magnets, and oil filtering, heat-
Q j 1C ing and testing devices.
™' l|wW Typical claims made are that

Fire safety
certificates
for

'Joys Koses
<c Jlowers

fresh flowers sent daily
UK and Northern "-Ireland

Telephone Hotline O14S1 467O8
£17.50 - 30 Blooms

Red Roses/Pink Cars/
Frees/as mixed

12 Roses
24 Roses
12 Carnations
40 Freesia
Bouquet
Bouquet
Bouquet
Bouquet

£22.50-50 Blooms
Red/Yellow Roses/
Spray Cars-Yellow/

Cars mixed / Freesias mixed
Red/Pink (large)
Red/PinkfYellow/Gold (large)
Red/Pink/Mixed
Mixed with Fern
Carnations, Freesias, Fern 30 Flowers
Roses Cassations, Freesias, Ferns - 30 Blooms
Spray Carnations, Freesias, Fern • 20 Blooms
Roses, Spray Carnations, Freesias, Ferns • 50 Blooms

Please use this as an order form
Order Christmas Bouquets Early

( Cute range of "Cuddlies" available - send for list
NB: Peak Period - Flowers may be

used from other sources
Flamingo, Bas Capelles, St Sampson

Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB
Tel: 01481 46708 Fax: 01481 43406

Visa/Access/Amex Accepted

(Please incl. exp. date) Cheques/PO's payable 'Joys Roses'

£13.85
£18.50
£12.50
£14.75
£16.50
H7.50
£11.50
£22.50

FIRE SAFETY certification has
been introduced for ships, sub-
marines and floating structures
operated by the Ministry of
Defence.

A policy guidance document on
the subject was issued by the
Ships Support Agency in July.
However, introduction of fire
safety certification does not pre-
clude the need to obtain Maritime
Safety Agency fire safety certifi-
cates for vessels certified by mar-
itime regulating authorities.

MOD certificates will be com-
plementary to MSA certificates,
covering any aspects not covered
by the MSA documents.

DCI GEN 209/97

Farewell
ceremony
THE decommissioning of 706
Naval Air Squadron will be
marked on February 27 by a cere-
mony at RN air station Culdrose.
Guest of honour will be Flag
Officer Naval Aviation, Rear
Admiral Terry Loughran.

On the previous evening a
decommissioning party will be
held at an hotel. The event will be
open to past and present members
of the squadron irrespective of
rank. A maximum of 500 can be
accepted at a cost off 10 per head.

DCI RN 122

they reduce gas emissions, improve
fuel economy, extend oil change
frequency, reduce wear, or allow
vehicles which use leaded petrol to
run on unleaded.

Suppliers make contact with the
Services at all levels in an attempt
to supply the products to the
Forces in the hope of winning a
prestige contract which could be
used in advertising and promotion-
al material.

Suppliers see sales to the Armed
Forces as an endorsement by the
Ministry of Defence that the claims
for the products can be met. They
are usually prepared to give away
free samples to Service units or
agencies and invite them to carry
out trials.

Such unsponsored, and in most
cases unscientific, trials are likely
to lead to investigations performed
in isolation, to result in false con-
clusions, and may duplicate work
which has already been carried out
by other Service or civilian organi-
sations.

Proper testing is very expensive,
needs specialised measuring equip-
ment and can only by conducted by
accredited and independent testing
organisations.

Service units, HQs and agencies
have been told that if they receive

'So the chap convinced you that this boosts any engine perfor-
mance - and you accepted a trial sample, never dreaming it was
just neat vodka?'

samples, literature, or videos from
suppliers' representatives they
should pass them to the secretariat
for the Land Systems Fuels and
Lubricants Sub-Committee, pro-
vided by the Army Petroleum
Technologist at Log Sp Svcs 2d

This regular feature gives general information about new
Defence Council Instructions affecting conditions of service.
If they apply to you, study the full, original text.

(F&L), HQ QMG, Monxton Road,
Andover, Hants. SP11 8HT.

Commercial representatives
who supply products may be
advised that they will be passed to
the appropriate Service authority
for consideration, but no statement
should be made which could be
interpreted as an undertaking that
products will be tested by the
Ministry of Defence. DCI JS 91/97
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THREE Royal Navy mine-
hunters will be embarking on a
major deployment to the
Middle East early next year.

The three Faslane-hased ships,
HM ships Inverness, Bridport and
Sandown, accompanied by RFA
Diligence, will spend six months
away, demonstrating the UK's
commitment to stability in the
Gulf, conducting mine counter-
measures (MCM) exercises and
demonstrating defence equipment.

The group will be joined in the
Gulf by Devonport-based survey
ship HMS Herald.

The task group commander, Cdr
Richard Simmonds, and his staff will
be embarked in Diligence, along
with Forward Support Unit 03, con-
sisting of maintainers, engineers and
artificers, bringing total manpower
to around 250.

Diligence and FSU03 already
have experience of Gulf conditions
gained during Operations
Calendar and Cimnel.

The three Sandown-class mine-
hunters were designed to operate in
the cooler waters of Northern
Europe's continental shelf, so Gulfex
98 has required modifications.

HMS Sandown recently under-
took the first-of-class refit at
Rosyth, during which she was 'trop-
icalised', and she is now trialling a
major upgrade to her variable

• Almost ready - HMS Sandown nears the end of her refit.

depth minehunt ing sonar,
improved air conditioning, modi-
fied sea water cooling for propul-
sion machinery, the fit of a reverse
osmosis plant for fresh water, and
awnings to reduce internal hul l
temperatures.

Capabilities
During their time in the Gulf the

ships will demonstrate their world-
leading capabilities in a new envi-
ronment, and will conduct bilateral
and mult i-nat ional exercises.

The opportunity will also be
taken to advance the integration of
the UK's MCM capabilities with
those of the US Navy.

The passage to the Gulf will
itself be a considerable undertak-
ing. The ships are expected to take
around six weeks, and will call at a

number of ports and countries,
including Gibraltar, Crete, Suez,
Djibouti, United Arab Emirates,
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait.

A mid-deployment maintenance
period is planned for Dubai.

The return leg, expected to take
up to eight weeks, will include
exercises wi th NATO in the
Eastern Mediterranean and a well-
earned break for which the ship's
companies are planning a run
ashore at Palma.

The ground-breaking deploy-
ment follows hard on the heels of
last year's Exercise Purple Star,
when two Sandowns, HM ships
Bridport and Cromer. made the
first Atlantic crossing of the class,
and heralds the start of a new pro-
gramme of one major deployment
for the small ships every year.

Seawolf unleashed
ARMILLA PATROL ship HMS Westminster
has clocked-up another first with a live fir-
ing of her vertical launch Seawolf missile
system during her Gulf duties.

The ship became the first Type 23 to
deploy to the Gulf in May, and the firing
came during Gulfex 97, one of the largest
exercises in the region in recent years,
which was led by the Royal Navy.

Target-towing Falcon aircraft flew out from
the UK for the first 'in-theatre' test of the mis-
sile in conditions where air pressure is rela-
tively high and temperatures reach 40C.

Westminster and RFA Bayleaf were
joined by the American destroyer USS
Merrill, Omani ships RNOV Al Muazzar and
RNOV Al Sharqiyah and the French A69
Commandant Bouan.

Royal Air Force of Oman Jaguars and
Hawks tested air defences and, in an area
where most operational aircraft are engaged in
policing the no-fly zone in Southern Iraq, their
involvement enhanced the exercise still further.

Unpredictable
Lt Cdr Jim Reed, Staff Operations Officer respon-

sible for planning the four-day exercise, told Navy
News : "This is still an unpredictable part of the
world and we have a duty to maintain the very high-
est standards of operational capability."

"Despite advances in ship and combat system
simulation there's nothing quite like a missile
going whoosh or a gun going bang to get the
troops in the mood."

Until now, most joint exercises in the Gulf have
been limited to basic seamanship evolutions and
it is hoped that Gulf Ex 97 will open the way for

HMS Westminster fires her vertical-launch Seawolf.

ven more demanding programmes in the future.
Since the exercise, HM

even i
HMS Westminster has con-

tinued to work closely with the Americans to
build up a detailed picture of shipping move-
ments in the northern Gulf, allowing identifica-
tion of merchantmen suspected of violating
sanctions against Iraq.

Boarding parties, working in oppressive heat,
have been searching up to four ships per day.

HMS Westminster has also spent time in com-
pany with the American carrier USS
Constellation and has exchanged personnel to
see how their opposite numbers live and work.

Westminster's port visits have included
Bahrain, Qatar, Oman and the UAE and the ship
is now enjoying a mid-deployment stand-down
in Singapore.

• Chatham's sea boat is dwarfed by a merchant ship during a
boarding in the Northern Gulf. picture: LAIPHOT) Chris Brick.

• HMS Chatham stands by and WEM Scarlet O'Hara guards the
merchant crew as their vessel is searched. P,c/ure. LAIPHOT) CMS Brick.

CHATHAM'S
HISTORIC

DEPLOYMENT
HEARS END

HMS CHATHAM returns
from the Gulf this month
after one of the most eventful
deployments in her history.

After leaving Devonport earli-
er this year she visited Cape Town
to take part in the international
celebration of the South African
navy's 75th anniversary.

She took charge of the Armilla
Patrol in the Arabian Gulf and
conducted boarding operations in
support of UN sanctions against
Iraq.

And the ship was exposed to
the full glare of the world's media
when she sailed into Hong Kong
to play a central role in the cere-
monies which marked the region's
return to China.

Chatham escorted HMY
Britannia and Hong Kong
squadron ships to the Philippines
before taking a well-earned break
in Thailand.

Many wives, families and girl-
friends took the opportunity to fly
out to join the ship's company for
a short holiday before she
returned to the Gulf to resume
her duties on the Armilla Patrol.

As Navy News went to press
the ship was in Kuwait to coincide
with a visit by the Secretary of
State for Defence.

Chatham's next stop is Dubai
where Captain Chris Clayton is
handing over to Captain Trevor
Soar and getting married.
Command of the Armilla Patrol
will then be passed to HMS
Nottingham in the Gulf of Oman.

Chatham stops twice on her
way home, at Massawa in Eritrea
and at Gibraltar where 80 fathers
and sons of the ship's company
will embark for the final leg of her
historic voyage - reaching port on
October 25.

' Boarding party - the team from HMS Westminster sets off to intercept a merchant vessel.

LOUIS
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• GHOST TOWN (above)
Liverpool's Lynx helicopter
hovers over abandoned and
burnt out homes on Montserrat
• EVACUATION (left) AB Neil
Johnson and MEM Jim
Fletcher take Montserrat resi-
dent Rose Mary through the
evacuation procedure. She is
coming to the UK.
• STORING SHIP (right)
Liverpool takes on supplies in
nearby Antigua.

KING YOU T GH THE NEW YEAR by LAND, SEA a
Protecting the environment is what the Royal Navy is all about. Its three core capabilities - naval aviation, submarines and
amphibious forces - are designed to help make the world a safer place to live in. Less well known is the way it cares for the na
environment. Some of the Senior Service's estates are among the country's best-preserved wildlife habitats. Even its bombiir
and firing ranges allow rare species of animal and plant life to flourish, protected as they are from the more dangerous attenti
of the public... It even has its own birdwatching society. Exhausted migratory birds frequently hitch free rides in HM ships, are
patiently nursed back to health and sent on their way again. All part of the service. The 1998 Navy News Calendar blends ima
of units of the Fleet with others of its companions on the High Seas. And elsewhere.

£6.75 Surface

to: The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, PO1 3HH
Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by

Credit Card/Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4. Telephone: 01705 826040 Fax: 01705 830149. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY
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STANDING BY FOR ACTION
Liverpool aids
volcano-hit
island
AS THE PEOPLE of
Montserrat waited anx-
iously for details of their
relocation package,
sailors from HMS
Liverpool were ashore
giving practical help and
support.

The ship anchored in
Little Bay in the north of the
island and teams went
ashore to prepare for a
large-scale evacuation.

Tents were erected at a regis-
tration centre in Brades
Primary School and the ship's
company were instructed to
direct islanders to the right
areas.

First aiders
The sailors were also given

the responsibility for ensuring
that groups boarded the right
ferries and those with first-aid
qualifications were tasked to
sail with them on the two-hour
voyage to Antigua.

While HMS Liverpool was in
Little Bay, the ship's company
visited shelters in the Salem
area.

At St John's Day Care
Centre, where two babies had
been born a few weeks earlier,
children were delighted by a
visit from a supply department
team led by Lt Cdr Paul Cass
who distributed freshly made
donuts made on the ship.

Meanwhile, the ship's Lynx
helicopter continued to fly sor-
ties over the volcano six miles
south of the ship to support the
work of an international team
of scientists based at the Mont-
serrat Volcano Observatory.

As fears of a major erruption
subsided, most islanders
decided to stay on Montserrat
and the ship departed for
counter-drug operations in the
area.

After a port visit to St Kitts
HMS Liverpool is heading for
the Turks and Caicos Islands.

But Montserrat's volcano
continues to cause concern, so
the ship will return to the island
immediately if her presence is
required.

. .

;j#£*

• Above: West Indies guard-
ship HMS Liverpool. The ship
spent ten days anchored off
Montserrat while the ship's
company helped set up evacu-
ation facilities.
• Above left: LCK Gary Hall
helps local children to pass
the time as they wait for the
evacuation to start.
• Right: sailors load baggage
on to a truck before it is deliv-
ered to a waiting ferry, but
most islanders opted to stay
put until details of the reloca-
tion package were announced.

Pictures by PO(PHOT)
Jon Garth waite. DPRN

• WCH Claire Gilmore becomes the centre of attention as she dis-
tributes donuts, freshly made in the galley of HMS Liverpool.

• Montserrat liaison officer Tim Cryar keeps the ship in touch with developments ashore as
Montserratians prepare to leave the island.

HELP US TO
KEEP YOUR
OPPO
AFLOAT

• •

fl N B.

The RNBT helps past and present Sailors
Royal Marines and their dependants.
Over the past 75 years the RNBT has given tens of millions of
pounds to help Naval people and their families in need.

We need support to continue this work and are extremely grateful
for all contributions, both small and large.

Please help us by sending a donation to the address below.

For more information or advice call: 0170S OO0296

fYTHE ROYAL NAVAL
j \ BENEVOLENT TRUST
' \ CELEBRATING 75 YEARS
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A

FUN BAG
- signed by a

Gladiator
DON'T FORGET
to send me your
jokes!

Each month I will
judge them on
Captain Plank's
Seafarer's scale and
if your joke gets a
'Crow's Nest' you will
receive a fun bag,
signed by a Gladiator.

How well will
you do?

NEST - THE

CABIN

CROW'S
BEST!!

CAPTAIN'S
TRY AGAIN

ON THE KEEL - BE
REAL!

WALK THE PLANK - IT
STANK!

Thanks to Bradley
Waddington (7) who
sent me the following
jokes:

What do you call a man
with a spade on his
head??? DUG!!!

Captain Plank gives that
an On The Keel

What do you call a
donkey with three
legs??? A WONKEY!!!

Good one! Captain
Plank gives that a
Crow's Nest and
Bradley wins a
Gladiator Goodie Bag.

WELL SEE 'ere me heartys, I've got some very
important news for you readers - I've got m'self a
good old name for my club. I had some pretty good
suggestions from you clever bunch out there but the
best name of all, and the Editor of this 'ere paper
agrees with me wholeheartedly, is The Gang Plank
Club. The lucky Gang Plank member who came up
with it to win the new-fangled music Discman is
Victoria Jones of Abbydale, Gloucester.

FAMOUS SHIPS

THIS MONTH we focus on the most famous Naval ship
of them all, HMS Victory.

Now in Portsmouth's Historic Dockyard, she is the world's
oldest commissioned warship and the flagship of the Second
Sea Lord. Here are some interesting facts about HMS Victory:

• HMS Victory's crew ate their meals off square plates,
hence the expression 'three square meals a day.'

• The reason that ships like Victory had figureheads was
that many sailors could not read. The figureheads enabled
them to tell one ship from another.

• Thirty one flags are needed to fly Nelson's famous signal
'England Expects That Every Man Shall Do His Duty' from
HMS Victory on Trafalgar Day, October 21.

• A sailor's daily ration on board included one gallon of
beer or two pints of wine or half a pint of rum!

• British sailors were known as 'Limeys' because ships
carried casks of rum to stop them getting scurvy.

• The most common injury suffered by sailors on board
was rupture, caused by the extremely hard and heavy work in
hoisting the sails and raising the enormous anchors.

• The Victory cost £63,176 to build and over 2,000 mature
oak trees were used in the construction of her hull.

• If you would like to know more about HMS Victory you
can visit her in Portsmouth, or if you have access to the inter-
net, look at the Historic Dockyard's fascinating website:
http\\www.compulink.co.uk ~ flagship.

TASTY RECIPE CORNER
CAPTAIN PLANK says: "Chef Lewis has fair made my
mouth water with all that talk of tasty food so unless he
wants to be locked in the galley with only two ship's
biscuits he better give me a recipe for me and my par-
rot to try out!"

Well, here it is for you and Captain Plank to try out, but
don't forget to ask before you try any cooking....

Chef Lewis's Cheesy Hammy Eggy
Take a handful of grated cheese, a teaspoon of mustard, mashed

hard boiled egg. a pinch of salt and pepper and mix it into a paste.
Toast a slice of bread, add a slice of ham and spread your mixture

on top. Place this under a grill and wait until the paste has melted,
then place a fried egg on top - and there you have it!

Remember, don't cook without an adult being present, and grills
and frying pans must never be left unattended when you are cooking.
If you have a favourite recipe - write and let Captain Plank know.

We have just found
out about
Operation Auk, a
project in which

to look after wildlife
on the north west
tip of the British
mainland, called
Cape Wrath.

IT'S YOUR WORLD
Every Year, a con- This year, the team

is organised and
teams of specialists
and volunteers help
to count and ring
birds, and work in
the environment.

Jones with help from
retired Lt Cdr Jim
Mullen. It was a diffi-
cult task counting the
wide variety of sea
birds but it can be

dangerous to get to
the cliffs and islands
of the Cape.

For safety, the

Royal Marines from
Faslane who ensure
that everyone is fer-
ried safely to and
from the wave lashed
rocks.

WOULD YOU BE - A SUB
HAVE YOU ever wondered
what it is like to go down in a
submarine, and what kind of
life the men live who go down
into the depths?

Well, one man who is very
important on board a submarine
in the Chef! He keeps everyone
happy by providing them with a
variety of well-cooked food. We
tracked down Chef Dean 'Loui'
Lewis on board HMS Torbay and
asked him about his job.
What does your job involve?

I am one of three chefs on
HMS Torbay which is a Trafalgar
class submarine. With the
Leading Chef I am responsible
for ordering all the food, getting it
on board, storing it, cooking it
and doing the accounts. We cook
every six hours for the 130 peo-
ple on board the submarine.
There are two of us on duty dur-
ing the day and one at night. The
main problems are storage of the

food and space in which to pre-
pare it. We have three store
rooms, a fridge and a freezer.

We keep a lot of tins in case
we have to stay down longer than
expected. We are always open to
suggestions for menus and the
favourites on board are 'cheesy,
hammy, eggy' steaks and fish
and chips and beans. We bake
fresh bread every morning and

are very good at hot curries.
Do you need to have any
qualifications?

I didn't have any particular
qualifications when I joined the
Navy but was sent on an eight-
week cooking course which is
equivalent to two years outside
the Navy. I also did some training
in how to do the accounts.
Did you ever get in trouble at
school? Chef Lewis says: "I was
a model pupil!"
If you hadn't done this job,
what would you have done? I
always wanted to cook and my
family said I should join the Navy
so I could cook and see the
world.
What kind of music do you like?
Rock music, Bon Jovi, Thunder
What is your favourite colour?
Turquoise.
What is your favourite item of
clothing? England Rugby shirt.

PORTSMOUTH

Your chance to win a
Bond Passport ticket

FLAGSHIP PORTSMOUTH - HOME PORT TO
THE WORLD'S GREATEST HISTORIC SHIPS

The World of 007, the first official James Bond exhibition, is now a licence to thrill at
Flagship Portsmouth in the Historic Dockyard until next January. Boathouse 6 is the
venue for the exhibition, that celebrates 45 years of the world's most famous secret agent.

Well-known exhibits on display include:
007 the Aston Martin DBS driven in GoldenEye and the forthcoming blockbuster,

Tomorrow Never Dies;
007 the Lotus Esprit submarine car from The Spy Who Loved Me;
007 Rosa Klebb's flick knife shoe as used in From Russia With Love;
007 Jaws' steel teeth from Moonraker,
007 Scaramanga's golden gun from The Man With The Golden Gun.

See the hull of Mary Rose, Henry VIN's favourite warship, from air-conditioned viewing galleries in the
Ship Hall, where an audio commentary describes the layout of the ship and the programme now being
carried out to preserve her delicate timbers.

Guided tours of HMS Victory vividly depict the harsh conditions ordinary seamen endured at sea for
months on end. Witness the way they lived, ate and fought on the lower gundeck. Then compare it
with the relative opulence of the Great Cabin where Nelson planned his battle strategy, which defeat-
ed the Franco-Spanish fleet at Trafalgar in 1805.

Explore the four huge decks of HMS Warrior 1860, Britain's first iron-hulled, armoured battleship and
the only surviving member of Queen Victoria's Black Battlefleet. This beautifully restored, sleek, steam
and sail powered ship was the fastest and largest of her day; the ultimate deterrent as she never fired
a shot in anger.

To win a Bond Passport Ticket - for two adults and two children; which includes a visit to all
the above attractions; answer these three questions correctly:-

1) Which king ordered the building of the Mary Rose?
2) At which battle was Nelson mortally wounded or in which year was the Battle of Trafalgar?
3) Which monarch was on the throne when HMS Warrior 1860 was launched?

Send your completed entry to The Gang Plank Club' Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, PO1 3HH.

Please remember to add your age, name and address. Entries must be in by
November 15th 1997. Employees or relatives of Navy News staff are ineligible.

Membership Application Form
Please enrol me as a member of Captain Plank's new club. I enclose a postal order/cheque (payable to Navy News) for £3.25.

Name Address

.Postcode

Age . .Birthdate

Special interests: Sport Q Music Q Film/TV Q

Friends r~] Reading Q Other

Do you have any brothers of sisters'? Yes/No Names/Ages

Who does this copy of Navy News belong to? Parent Q Grandparent Q] Other

Send your completed form, together with postal order/cheque for £3.25, to: Captain Plank's Club,
Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH. If you would like any further information before

applying, call 01705 826040 or 01705 733558

This feature is sponsored by

LOCKHEED MARTIN
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• ABOVE: HMS Roebuck,
in her new grey livery,
operates within 400m of
shore using her towed
sonar.
• LEFT: AB(SR) Chris-
topher Hadlow makes a
splash by surveying the
beach gradient in the
Greek surf.

Pictures: LA(PHOT) Andy White

Chatham plan
for Cavalier
in dire straits

AN AMBITIOUS plan to
preserve Britain's last
wartime destroyer as a
tourist attraction in
Chatham is being pro-
posed by campaigners
who want to keep HMS
Cavalier in Britain. But it
could already be too late.

South Tyneside Council has
plans to transfer ownership of
Cavalier to a Malaysian compa-
ny with a view to her going on
show at a maritime museum at
Port Kelang, near Kuala
Lumpur.

Navy News understands that an
export licence has been granted to
Star Cruises who have agreed to
meet the costly bill to renovate the
ship and dredge a dock for her pas-
sage out.

Cavalier is on a list of 3,000 ships
in UK that has been compiled by
the Historic Ships Preservation
Committee. With a new Lottery
grant expected as Navy News went
to press, the Committee will be
able to complete its work and,
through four years of assessment of
vessels dating from 1885, will nar-
row the list down to a relatively few
"important" ships liable to attract
funding.

However, Navy News under-
stands that Cavalier is unlikely to
be chosen. She has already been
turned down for a Lottery grant,
and if the Malaysian deal goes
through will have left long before
the committee's final report is
ready in 2001.

Against the odds, veterans of the
HMS Cavalier Association are
seeking to raise £10,000 in the
short term to provide a fighting
fund to delay the export. They have

1 HMS Cavalier - campaigners fighting against the odds.

attracted the support in the
Mcdway towns of the area's three
MPs and leading councillor
Norman Carter.

Cllr Carter said £1.7 million
would secure Cavalier for Britain
for at least the next seven years.

He said that while public dona-
tions would help, funding from the
National Lottery and the Heritage
Department would be vital to
refurbish the ship and meet the
inevitable shortfall in her mainte-
nance costs which could be up to
£100,000 a year.

"The Medway towns have
a proud Naval history, but
the one thing we lack is a
ship of the Grey Funnel
Line," he said. "The war at
sea produced important
icons, and Cavalier is one of
them."

Chairman of the Cavalier
Association, Sid Anning, has writ-
ten to Prime Minister Tony Blair
appealing for a "fair chance" to be
given to those who want to see

Cavalier preserved in Britain.
Responding to questions put to

them by Navy News, Star Cruises'
public relations headquarters in
Singapore confirmed that the com-
pany had bought Cavalier, but
refused to answer any other ques-
tions, as they were "finalising the
details" of their plans for the ship

However, a spokesman for
South Tyneside Council said that
while Star Cruises' bid had been
accepted, no contract had yet been
signed and he could not say when
Cavalier would leave.

Should any other, serious offer
be made before the contract was
signed it would be put before the
council for a decision. "The council
will dispose of Cavalier only to
someone who can guarantee her
preservation," he said.

The Cavalier Association is ask-
ing for donations to be paid into
the 'Cavalier Fighting Fund' via
donors' bank accounts (quoting
Sort Code 11-08-18, Account
No.00446158) or through any
Halifax Building Society/Bank
quoting Account D/99563105-9.

FOR THE first time, survey
ship HMS Roebuck has
conducted a joint survey of
an area as a possible land-
fall for amphibious forces.

Since late August, Roebuck
was taking part in the NATO
exercise Rapid Response 97,
and with a French survey ves-
sel was working on and around
the west coast of Greece.

Both ships tackled swell and
surf when they deployed boats
to survey the beaches.
Meanwhile, Roebuck operated
within 400m of the coast and in
water as shallow as 10m, using
her towed sonar to check that
the seabed was clear for land-
ing craft.

The aim of Exercise Rapid
Response was to develop rapid

environmental assessment
during which NATO units com-
bine to gather and process
data to provide the best possi-
ble picture of the environment
to a task force commander.

During her deployment,
Roebuck also investigated
shallows thought to be poten-
tially dangerous to shipping in
the Mediterranean off North
Africa. Spiss Bank, 30 miles
north of Tunisia, was reported
by HMS Berkeley three years
ago.

Using her Atlas DESO 25
echo sounder, Roebuck dis-
covered a steep coral reef ris-
ing over 150m from the sea bed
in less than half a mile. The
least depth was found to be
almost 100m.

future of
historic
dockyard
CHATHAM Historic Dock-
yard's future has been secured
with a £16 million funding
package designed to make the
80-acre area a world class her-
itage site.

The financing operation, which
includes a £10 million grant from
the National Lottery Fund, was
announced at the dockyard by
Heritage Secretary Chris Smith.

He said the Lottery grant was
the largest the fund had made in
Kent. It would be partnered with
funding from the City of
Rochester upon Medway Council,
Rochester Bridge Trust and
English Heritage.

100 buildings
Admiral of the Fleet Sir

William Staveley, Chairman of
Chatham Historic Dockyard
Trust, said that without the grants
the enterprise would have faced a
"very bleak future".

"Instead we are now able to
continue work on implementing
our strategy to ensure the Historic
Dockyard becomes a world class
heritage site at the heart of the
Medway towns."

He said the grants would be
used to modernise infrastructure,
improve landscape, and preserve
the site's 100 buildings and struc-
tures, many of which are sched-
uled as ancient monuments or
listed as historic.

The plan includes restoration
of two more of the major build-
ings - No.7 Slip and Np.l
Smithery - as well as completion
of the restoration of the sloop
HMS Gannet.

If you're physically fit, you're more likely to be mentally
fit. That's why men who train at weekends with the
ROYAL MARINES RESERVE often become more
successful in their careers. It's all to do with gaining
confidence in your capabilities AND THEN PUSHING
YOURSELF.

The ROYAL MARINES RESERVE will teach you to
survive in any situation from the arctic to the jungle.

The Commando Course is tough, it's meant to be. No man
will be asked to attempt it unless he is fully fit and fully

ROYAL MARINES
CITY OF LONDON
with detachments at

Chatham in Kent, Henley
in Oxfordshire and

Portsmouth in
Hampshire

aware of the standards required to earn the coveted
GREEN BERET.

You'll learn how to handle and fire a variety of weapons.
You'll have the opportunity to parachute, ski and canoe.

With commitment at weekends you could earn a minimum
of £750 in your first year alone.

It's a lot to take on and it's not easy but by the time we've
finished with you, you'll take it all in your stride.

AND THAT INCLUDES YOUR STEADY JOB!

If you're fit, aged between 17 and 30 and want details of the Royal Marines Reserve contact
RMR London, 2 Old Jamaica Road, London SE16 4AN

or Tel: 0171 237 4331 for details

KING GEORGE'S FUND FOR SAILORS d chanty NO. 226446)
Presents a National Year of the Seafarer

HMS NELSON AUCTION OF
NAUTICAL MEMORABILIA

and Royal Naval Philatelic Society Covers
(By kind permission of the Commanding Officer of HMS NELSON, Commodore J.J. Hart Royal Navy) in

Boathouse No.4, The Historic Dockyard, Portsmouth
on

Thursday 30th & Friday 31st October 1997 (Viewing only, 10 a.m.- 4p.m.)
Saturday 1st November & Sunday 2nd November 1997 (Viewing 10 a.m. - 12.30 p.m. : Sale 1 p.m. each day)

Auctioneers: Reg & Wayne Coates, of Coates' Auctions, Gosport.
Catalogue and Consultancy: Richard Martin Gallery and Bookshop, Gosport

OVER 2000 ITEMS DONATED SO FAR - AND MORE COMING IN - NONE HAS PREVIOUSLY BEEN OFFERED FOR SALE

Full details can be obtained by contacting either:
Lieutenant D. A. Hall, SO(C) HMS NELSON, Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Te: 01705 724175 Fax: 01705 724607

or Captain C.C. Walker, KGFS, HMS NELSON, Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Tel/Fax: 01705 816508

"GFS AUCTION, HMS NELSON, PORTSMOUTH, PO1 3HH
FROM ADDRESS

Postcode
Please send me copy/copies, at £5.50 per copy to include postage, of the HMS NELSON Auction of Nautical Memorabilia
Catalogue to be published in early October 1997.1 enclose a cheque for made payable to King George's Fund for Sailors.

^
Admission to the Sale by Catalogue only, price £5.00 at the door, or £5.50 by post. ^^

All proceeds will go to King George's Fund for So/tors, (he only Fund caring lor all Seafarers and their dependants f
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Helos get real on the wide
screen

FLIGHT deck training at HMS Osprey has moved into
the 21st century with PC-based Virtual Reality.

Superscape reseller and developer Applied Visuals Ltd of
Bristol won the contract to develop, build and deliver the train-
er to Portland.

It runs on networked 200 PCs and the virtual reality simula-
tion is projected via standard data projectors onto a number of
big screens.

The trainee Flight Deck Officer stands before these and,
using simulated radio contact together with arm signals, aims
to land the helicopter image on the representative warship.

His instructions are monitored by the instructor who con-
trols the simulation and enters the commands into a training
package to reproduce the effects. The trainee's efforts are
recorded and can be played back to help with the learning
process.

The trainer is able to replicate the flying operating limits of
all classes of RN ships in all weather conditions by day and
night. Stereophonic aircraft and ship noises, radios, magnetic
loops and telebrief facilities are provided to add to the realism.

CO of the Flight Deck Training Unit Lt John Jones told Navy
News: "Trainee FDOs only have two hours practical mar-
shalling of helicopters during the training course and the
advent of this trainer will prove an invaluable cost effective aid.

"The requirement to complete training using real helicopters
will always be there, of course - but the benefits of this system
to consolidate lessons learned in the classroom will be very
considerable."

WORK BEGINS ON NEW-LOOK MUSEUM
WORK began last month on the Royal Naval
Museum's £10m development plan, following
the Heritage Lottery Fund grant of £2,846,435
last November.

The project has also been supported with £540,000
from Hampshire County Council.

It will involve the complete refurbishment and
upgrading of the Georgian Storehouse No 11 and the
Victory Gallery Building as well as the remodelling of
the Victory Gallery, the Lambert McCarthy and
Douglas-Morris Galleries. There will be a stunning
new display - "The Battle of Trafalgar Experience"
and a research centre.

Said project manager John Harris of Alex Sayer

Ltd, Bognor Regis: "The occupation of the buildings
by the RN Museum with its fascinating and unique
collection of artefacts from some of Britain's most glo-
rious achievements make the project very exciting
indeed."

There will be artefacts aplenty on auction at Boat
House No 4 on 1 November when a sale organised by
King George's Fund for Sailors with HMS Nelson
opens at 12.45p.m.

Round-the-world yachtsman Tony Bullimore -who
hit the headlines in January following the capsize of
his yacht Exide Challenger andhis dramatic survival
and rescue by the Royal Australian Navy - will open
the auction of over 2,000 donated items in aid of
KGFS's Year of the Seafarer appeal.

Another TV 'Hero' ?
THE ROYAL Navy has agreed to co-operate with BBC1 on
a plan to produce a new drama series based on the
Service.

Working title of the project is HMS Hero, the name of the
fictitious Leander-class frigate which starred in the highly
successful BBC TV series Warship during the 1970s.

The new series will be centred around an aicraft carrier
- and a an RN air station, although it will not be specifi-
cally about flying.

A Royal Navy spokesman described the project as a
"classy drama series" and said that discussions between
the BBC and the Navy had progressed well. Should the
project go ahead, a Royal Navy officer is likely be
appointed as technical adviser.

Shackleton's
last flag sale

THE UNION Flag worn by
Shackelton's ship the Quest on his
last expedition to the Antarctic
was expected to fetch up to £6,000
at an auction of exploration and
travel artefacts.

The Christie's sale was taking
place as Now News went to press,
and included a number of items of
Shackleton memorabilia. The flag
was presented to Sir Ernest by
King George V in 1921. just
months before the explorer died of
a heart attack at South Georgia.

Last flying
Sea Hawk
grounded

PLANS to display the only airworthy Sea Hawk fighter in the
world have suffered a setback after it was damaged as a result of
a crack in the jet exhaust.

* NEW! * NEW! * NEW! *
From the same team that brought you JACKSPEAK
" Still available!!

11.̂  ^^ ̂ ^ "" THE JACKSPEAK TRISERVICE
GUIDE TO STAFF REPORTING

A terrific collection of nearly 600 Politically Incorrect comments:
"The only time my Navigating Officer is absolutely certain where he is going is shortly
after he has taken a laxative..." CUTOR COPY

To: Palamanando Publishing (FoSAMA), PO Box 42, Torpoint, Cornwall, PL11 2YR
D Please send one copy/ copies of IN CONFIDENCE @ £9.95 per copy (inc. P&P) to:

Name: .. ... House/Road:

Town County Post Code

I understand that at least £1 plus the author's royalties will be paid direct to
the South Atlantic Medal Association (1982)

I enclose a cheque/postal order for £ made payable to Palamanando Publishing.
(NBi free postage and packaging on orders postmarked up to, and including, December 12 1997.)

(NB2 Please add extra for postage outside UK & Europe and allow 14 days for cheque clearance and despatch.)

Signature Date
Registered Address: Unit 11 Carew Estate. Crafthole. Cornwall

The aircraft, operated by the
RN Historic Flight, is one of 434
built for the Royal Navy in the
1950s and had been restored by
British Aerospace.

The fault was discovered during
post-flight after the aircraft's last
f l ight at the Shut t lewor th
Collection's Summer Show at Old
Warden on July 6. Flight ground
staff found a large crack in the duct
forming the first part of the
exhaust un i t aft of the jet engine.

General Manager of the Flight,
Cdr Bryan Wood" RN (retd) said:
"With a normal operating jet pipe
temperature of 480C it was quite
obvious that the aircraft could
have suffered heat damage to its
structure in the vicinity of the
crack, and on engine removal
there was clear evidence of such
damage."

Cdr Wood said the crack did not
occur before BAe's "superb"
restoration, but during the Hawker
Sea Hawk's last flight.

An assessment of the damage

has been made with the help of the
RN Materials Laboratory. Cdr
Woods said the Historic Flight,
with the help of BAe, will shortly
decide on how, when and where
repairs are to be made.

"Meanwhile it is one of the
Flight's major objectives to contin-
ue to operate a fully airworthy Sea
Hawk," he said.

Meanwhile HMS Seahawk's
'gate guardian' at RN Air Station
Culdrose, Sea Hawk LM 127 which
first flew in 1953, first at RNAS
Abbotsinch and later at RNAS
Lossiemouth, has been give a new
coat of paint and is back in its
fami l ia r position inside the
perimeter fence. One of its pilots,
Lt Cdr George Barras, RN Retd,
told Navy News: "Somebody at
Lossiemouth did a wheels-up land-
ing in this aircraft - but it wasn't

'J Below: the RN Historic-
Flight's Sea Hawk before it was
grounded.

Lt Cdr Leonard
Truscott MBE

LEN Truscott, the
Business Manager of Navy
News during the 1970s,
has died at the age of 80.

Lt Cdr Leonard William
Truscott had a 30-year
career in the Royal Navy
before he joined Navy
News in 1971. He retired as
Business Manager in 1982,
but continued his support
part-time of the newspaper
to within a few weeks of
his death from cancer on
September 20.

He is particularly
remembered by his col-
leagues for his good
humour and his ability as
manager of the business
affairs of Navy News as it
underwent a number of
important changes.

For 25 years after leav-
ing the Navy he was also
secretary and treasurer of
the RN & RM Branch
Special Duties Officers
Benevolent Fund.

He leaves a wife, Rita, a
son and daughter, Jill and
John, and five grandchil-
dren.
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Trans-Asia ride
puts Tony in the
record books

A WEARY but jubilant Lt
Tony Brooks has arrived
back in Britain after a
13,200-mile charity cycle
ride from London to
Siberia.

His epic voyage raised £5,000
for the Salvation Army and
puts him into the record books
as the first person to cross the
whole of Asia by bike.

Bears, bugs and belligerent bor-
der guards failed to thwart his
progress as he pedalled through
Europe and followed Marco Polo's
footsteps along the old Silk Road
into Asia.

He set out in January last year
and rode through central and east-
ern Europe, Turkey and Iran
before crossing the Himalayas in
Pakistan and skirting the
Taklamakan and Gobi Deserts to
reach Peking.

After a visit to Hong Kong he
spent the winter learning Russian
in St Petersberg before returning
to Peking and followed the rest of
the Great Wall of China to the
Pacific.

• RECORD BREAKER: Lt Tony
Brooks is the first man to
cycle right across Asia

From there he went 1,000 miles
north through industrialised
Manchuria, negotiated his way
across the 'no foreigners' border
into Russia and cycled through
1,000 miles of forest and across
Mongolia to Yakutsk.

The final part of his journey was
the toughest of the whole trip - tak-

Illustrious voyage
produces £17,000
IF THE Lord does indeed 'love a cheerful giver' then the men
and women of HMS Illustrious can look forward to a warm
reception at the Pearly Gates.

During seven months on Ocean Wave '97 the ship's company raised a
grand total of £17,736 for charity by every conceivable means.

Capt Stephen Mayer started the
ball rolling when he raised £190 by
leaping over the side of the ship
into the South China Sea.

Senior ratings in 801 Squadron
held a mess dinner and raised
£150 through fines for misbehav-
iour.

In a traditional act of sacrifice,
the two hairiest men on the ship -
CPOs Peter Rosier and Mick
Hudnott of 820 Sqn were spon-
sored £1,250 by colleagues to lose
their most prized possessions.

£1,000 was raised by people giv-
ing up things for Lent and half of
this came from Naafi assistant
Allison Sehar by not swearing for
40 days and not allowing anyone
out of deep shelter until she had
their pledge.

Two members of 849B Flight
lumbered up the Rock of
Gibraltar firmly tied together and
made £1,600 for 'Dreamflight.'

Football memorabilia and a
ride in a lifeboat were auctioned
in the Chief's Mess to raise anoth-
er £1,700 for Fareham and
Gosport inshore rescue service.

And the Merlin Ward in
Treliske Hospital is £3,020 better
off after members of 820 Sqn
cycled up Mount Fuji.

Peter O'Sullivan's mantle of
'the voice of racing' was taken
over by 801 Sqn's Lt Cdr Dickie
Paine who's virtuoso performance
of not one but TWO racing com-
mentators helped swell the charity
take at the Air and AED's Ascot
Race Day to £850.

Add to this the list of haircuts,
slims and conventional methods
such as Church collections (£900)
and shrapnel buckets and the final
figures snow that the ship's com-
pany has, on average, given £17
per person to charity and had a lot
of fun doing it.

ing him to the eastern edge of
Asia's road system at Magadan.

Tony said: "This place was home
to Stalin's prison camps and was
only opened to foreigners five
years ago. The 'roads' were appal-
ing, long sections of the track had
been reclaimed by mosquito infest-
ed swamp and many bridges had
been washed away.

Biting insects
"The 'road of bones' runs for

1,000 miles across some of the
most inhospitable terrain on earth.
The region is snow and ice for 8
months of the year with tempera-
tures dropping to minus 70C and
the short wet summers are plagued
with swarms of biting insects.

"I had to carry my bike across
bog and rivers up to 50 times a day
which made for slow progress and
it took me a month to reach
Magadan, even riding 10 or 12
hours a day."

Q The voyage tested both man
and machine to the limit and Tony
would like to thank KONA for the
Kilavea and Cinder Cone cycles
that got him through the trip.

• A successful bid by Cdr Howard Holdsworth allowed his son
and father-in-law to meet Illustrious at sea on her way home.
During the deployment the CPO's mess raised enough money to
equip the boat with a night-sight and radar plotter.

In brief
FASLANE's Summer Fair
attracted 5,000 people and
raised £11,000 for the new
lifeboat house at Rhu
Marina, Helensburgh.

Visitors who braved the
blustery weather were reward-
ed with an action-packed pro-
gramme which was to have
included a search and rescue
demonstration by an 819 Sqn
Sea King - but it was called
away on a real mission!

At the lifeboat house open-
ing ceremony, Flag Officer
Scotland, Northern England
and Northern Ireland, Rear
Admiral John Tolhurst, pre-
sented the money to Mr Archie
MacKenzie, Convenor of the
Scottish Lifeboat Council.

a a a
HMS Somerset's PO Clive
Hemsley has been holding
children spellbound in many
ports of call.

Appearing as the magician
'Emmazdad', he and his puppet
companion 'Scamp' have played
to young audiences in Ghana, St
Helena, Montevideo and the
Falkland islands

Somerset is relieved as
Falklands guardship on October 2,
at which point PO Hemsley will
help to make the ship vanish - and
reappear at Devonport on
November 20!

a a a
SAILORS from HMS
Southampton raised
£1,000 for a children's hos-
pice by racing the ship
from Portsmouth to
Southampton.

Fourteen runners ran
a relay along the A27
and beat the ship by 15
minutes with a time of 2
hours 5 minutes.

The money was pre-
sented to the Rose Road
Children's Hospice by
Southampton's CO, Cdr
Duncan Potts.

60 pounds lighter
HMS FEARLESS's POCA Ken Webber is not the man he
used to be - he lost an incredible 63 pounds while the ship
was away on Ocean Wave '97.

He and Sgt Dickie Birch, who shed almost 50 pounds himself,
raised £600 for the Patricia Mary Gammon Trust which funds
research into Hodgkinson's and non-Hodgkinson's lymphoma
cancer.

The Trust was founded by Mr Richard Gammon in memory of
his daughter Patricia who died from the illness three years ago.
He said: "We were overwhelmed by the response from HMS
Fearless. It was a great effort."

The Trust is currently supporting work by scientists at
Manchester University and would like to hear from any ship or
establishment who would like to help. Contact the Trust on 01243
267660.

Father
puts

trust
A NAVY operator main-
tainer who's young son
is suffering from a rare
genetic disorder has
set up a trust fund on
his behalf.

OM(EW) Michael
Hamilton, from the fire
school at HMS Raleigh,
hopes to provide 16-
month-old Luke the spe-
cial equipment he needs
to make the most of his
young life.

Luke is suffering from
Tay-Sachs disease which
causes progressive
destruction of the central
nervous system.

Cure
Unless a cure for the

disease is found, he will
soon be unable to crawl,
sit up or turn over, and will
eventually go blind and
have hearing difficulties.

Any money that is not
used for Luke's immediate
needs will go towards
research into the illness.

Donations can be made
to the Luke Hamilton Trust
by post or in person at any
Midland Bank by quoting
sort code number 40-12-22
account No. 11141589. For
more details, contact Mr
Peter Ames on 01208
74949.

HMY BRITANNIA
To commemorate The Royal Yacht, Willraynes was exclusively
commissioned to design and supply to the Yacht a very special
presentation box containing a bottle of Personal Reserve Port.

The design which includes the Royal Yacht insignia and pictures of
the Yacht was approved by The Queen and we supplied the Yacht with

a limited edition of these presentation boxes. Each presentation box has a
numbered certificate recounting the historic voyage made earlier this year.
If you would like more information about Willraynes Wine Company
this very limited edition, please telephone: 01386 — 555528

T h e
t i c a I C l u b
Street. Birmingham, B15 1ET

The most Exclusive Nautical Club in the country now offers
country membership at '/2 price to people living outside a

50 mile radius of Birmingham.

Contact the secretary. A. Wright at the above address
or by phone on 0121 6439475.

Serving members are always welcomed to the club.

"The Great White Whale"
The P&O cruise liner Canberra 1961 ~ 1997 R3.R
A special pictorial tribute to the ship and the crew that bravely served on

board during the Falklands campaign In 1982. A complete listing of all
personnel both civilian and military that served full-tme during Its cruise
to the Malvlnas. This highly detailed rendition of this great ship lovingly
created by the professional Illustrator Terrance Trump from painstaking

research. Strictly limited to 500 copies worldwide, each one numbered and
signed by the artist on 200gm glossy art paper.

Overall size 33" x 23"( 840 x 594mm) Price £50 each Inc p&p in the U.K.

Graphic Detail Ltd.
42 Bloomfield Close, Taunton, Somerset TA1 2EW

N.B. Please allow 28 days lor delivery.

NAVY NEWS
OFFICE HOURS 8:30 - 5pm. Mon-Fri.
OUTSIDE OFFICE HOURS PLEASE LEAVE MESSAGE ON
ANSWER PHONE. Tel: 01705 823040 or Fax: 01705 830149

WREN
New Commission

Cold Cost Bronze Figure
• Statue 12" High •
• Solid Wood Base •

2 'i" x 1 ;i" engraving area

Cap Tallie'HMS Raleigh'

Female Rating. Wearing
No.lA Dress

(the new style 'Square Rig')

PLEASE CONTACT
Present Anns International
Unit 37 Northwkk Business
Centre, Nocklty, Moretipn
In Mush, Gtos. GL5« 9RF
Td 01386 700050

RGURINES. WALL PLAQUES.

MILITARY BOOKS,

RM MUSICS VIDEOS.

CLOTHING

A wide range
of gifts to grace
any home -
exclusively from

ROYAL
MARINES
MUSEUM

The Royal
Marines Museum,
Southsea, Hampshire.
Full Mail Order Service

PHONE FOR YOUR FREE CATALOGUE OI70S 8(9385
Christmas orders accepted until Dec. 19th.

BOSUNS STORE
Nautical Gifts

Maritime artifacts for everyone!

Brass ware • Decorative ropework
Ships Wheels • Bells with Lanyards

Clocks & Barometers • Nautical decor
Casual clothing • Headgear • Key fobs

Hooks & Hangers • Ships-in-bottles
Drinks ware • Telescopes & Compasses

and many more gifts to choose from

3, Harvey St. • Torpoint -
Cornwall • PL11 2BU

01752-815050/813812
Jumpers, hats and bags personalised with

Town, Club, Sports Team, etc.
21 Nautical slogan bears to choose

Admiral - Cabin Boy or have your own
nautical bear personalised (kit bags and all).

NEW for 1997
Casual clothing personalised with hundreds

of stock motifs to choose from.
Available to make up own motifs

No order to small.
Mail Order available.

Contact:- Christine & Margaret

Teddy"S TORPOINT
or all occasions TEDDY BEAR CO.
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NEWSVIEVft-1
Diving with Diana
A personal appreciation by the Editor, Navy News

ELEVEN years ago, as now, it was hard to place a
nuclear submarine on the front page of a national
newspaper. Diana managed the trick, though.

There is no higher cause than the maintenance of world
peace. But in peacetime the Navy needs all the help it can
get to put the message across - so the Navy, like so many
other organisations, made use of her.

Even so, back in 1986, when her unique value for publicity
was already long established, the effect of the Princess of
Wales' presence still had the power to surprise.

She was to spend four hours on board HMS Trafalgar,
dived on exercises in the Firth of Clyde. I was then Public
Relations Officer to the Flag Officer Submarines and I seized
an opportunity not to be missed.

"You're wasting your time," the Navy's then Deputy Director
of PR told me. The submarine was not due to return until late
in the evening, we would lose the next day's papers - and
thereafter it would be yesterday's news.

On top of everything else, there was no place for me on
board - a TV crew was embarked with her, working on a 'day
in the life' documentary, and they were hopping mad at the
thought their scoop might be hi-jacked. So there was a 'num-
bers problem', they said . . .

A submarine periscope is a paparazzo's dream stealth
instrument. You can screw a standard camera body over the
eyepiece and use its long-range optics to photograph your
unsuspecting victim without breaking cover, leaving yourself
with the best possible chance of success in evading detec-
tion.

So inside a submarine there is only one picture the punters
want to see - the subject peering through the periscope. That
was the one I told the Navy photographer on board to capture
at all costs. Diana on the other end of the lens, for once.

Meanwhile I waited alone at the end of the secure NATO
jetty at Fairlie for her party to disembark. I had only a fleeting
glimpse of her - flashing me the familiar shy smile - before
the Naval equerry handed over a sealed packet: "I think this
is what you're waiting for."

( sprinted past them down the pier to my waiting car and we
sped off to the Press Association office in Glasgow. It was
very late in the evening by the time we arrived in the city.

The driver got the address wrong - and he was gone before I
discovered his mistake. So now I was running with it, stop-
ping strangers on the unfamiliar streets to ask the way.

I found the place eventually, the solitary PA staff man anx-
iously pacing the floor. The RN snapper had done his job
well - despite the angry jostling of the TV crew crowded into
HMS Trafalgar's control room - and he had only one ques-
tion: "What was she wearing?"

I thought back to my brief sight of her: "A pink check shirt"
(a man's shirt, you can tell from the buttons - see centre
pages) "and washed-out blue jeans." The shirt might equally
have been Turnbull and Asser or Marks and Sparks, the
jeans Versace or Levis. I wouldn't know. The outfit was hard-
ly haute couture, anyhow.

I limped off to catch the last shuttle flight home and got up
not so bright but very early to look over the morning papers.

The picture was high up on the front pages of almost all of
them - headlined 'Di dives deep' and so on. A lot of sub-edi-
tors must have been working extra late that night.

I never saw Princess Diana again. My young sons Nicholas
and Andrew did, though, four years later when she came to
Portsmouth to see the completed extension to the Anglican
cathedral in the Navy's traditional home.

They spotted her arrival at the front door while walking with
their aunt Joan to the corner shop in the High Street - and
with an instinctive gallantry never exhibited before or since
dashed in and bought her a bunch of flowers.

There wasn't much chance they would get to hand it over -
until a friendly policeman told them the Princess would be
coming out through a rear door, where there was only a small
crowd who had received the same tip.

When she duly appeared, aunty Joan yelled: 'Diana!'. She
smiled, strolled across, shook their hands, had a few words -
and walked away with their bouquet.

It was a typical corner shop job - a few cheap pink blooms
shoved into a cellophane jacket. Like most of the thousands
of others she collected in her lifetime, and afterwards, deliv-
ered to a 'People's Princess'.

For sheer glamour and lasting popular appeal only
Edward VIII, later Duke of Windsor, was her equal as a
roving representative of the Royal Family - and he was

the first member of that family to be exposed to the deadly
weight of mass media attention, whose punishing effects on
its targets were then only dimly appreciated.

As Prince of Wales he won millions of hearts in the 1920s
as the 'Ambassador of Empire', a role in which the Royal
Navy, of which he was for long its most senior Admiral of the
Fleet, also had its heyday.

A month before his abdication he spent a couple of days
with the Home Fleet at Portland. The then First Lord of the
Admiralty, Sir Samuel Hoare, later wrote:

"I had a unique opportunity of seeing the most attractive
side of his personality. If, on the one hand, he was, as many
thought, wayward and irresponsible, on the other hand no-
one could deny his surpassing talent for inspiring enthusiasm
and managing great crowds. He seemed to know personally
every officer and seaman in the Fleet.

"On one of the evenings there was a smoking concert in
the aircraft carrier Courageous .. . The vast underdeck was
packed with thousands of seamen. In my long experience of
mass meetings I never saw one so dominated by a single
personality. At one point he turned to me and said: 'I am
going to see what is happening at the other end.'

"Elbowing his way through the crowd, he walked to the end
of the hall and started community singing to the accompani-
ment of a seaman's mouth organ. When he returned to the
platform he made an impromptu speech that brought the
house down . . .

"There followed an unforgettable scene of the wildest and
most spontaneous enthusiasm. Here, indeed, was the Prince
Charming who could win the hearts of all sorts and conditions
of men and women and send a thrill through great crowds."

Eric opens the X File
on 'Nemo'
the robot

1

SEEING 'GEM', the Navy's cheeky promotional robot,
at the Royal Tournament reminded one of our readers
of an early prototype...

'Nemo' was constructed by three Tiffies in the battleship HMS
Anson in 1951 - when Hollywood was starting a spate of sci-fi
films featuring metallic marauders from outer space.

Eight feet tall and clad in copper sheeting, he cut an impressive
figure when he made his debut during an 'Open Week' for schools
in the Helensburgh area, the Anson then being moored in the
Gareloch as part of the Reserve Fleet.

One of his creators, ex-OA Eric Woods of Teignmouth, remem-
bers that he took shape in the workshops of their accommodation
ship HMS Bulawayo, alongside at Faslane,

"He could talk - moving his lips - his eyes lit up and his chest
had a visual heartbeat. He could turn his head and swing his left
arm from the shoulder.

"We took turns in operating him, Reg Hart (whose brainchild he
was), Harold Clapson and I. We sat at a table immediately behind
him in the adjacent compartment, in total darkness.

"Between his legs we placed a mirror and hung black bunting
behind him except where the mirror was.Between Nemo and the
adjacent compartment we had removed the bulkhead door. Hence,
via the mirror we could view people coming up in front of him -
but they couldn't see us in the dark, as the mirror reflected the
darkness to the onlooker, which blended with the black bunting.

"We completely baffled all the children and school teachers.
They couldn't understand how we could describe what they were
wearing and so on. Most of them were of the opinion there was
someone inside the robot. We had a two-way microphone to listen
to them and talk back to them.

"I wonder if anyone knows what ultimately happened to him -
he probably went to the breaker's yard along with the Anson?"
• Left: 'Nemo' on board HMS Anson in 1951. Below: Today's
'GEM' intrigues a visitor to the Royal Navy's exhibition stand.
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849ers get a grip on the fundamentals
THE SENSE of relief was pal-
pable when the lid was raised
on a nice new lav at RN Air
Station Culdrose...

Jon Miller - a familiar face
from the children's TV show
'How' and a World War II airman
who learnt the art of self control
on long reconnaissance mis-
sions as a photographer and
analyst - was flushed with pride
to be invited to open the integral
feature of 849 Sqn's new facili-
ties.

Said 849's old friend, seen
here cutting a ribbon of material
appropriate to the occasion as
its CO Lt Cdr Jon Rich demon-
strates a bog standard visual
aid: "I've been asked to open a
variety of things in my time, but
this is my first toilet block - and
it gives me great pleasure."



Invincible
first strik
in the air
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HMS INVINCIBLE embarked RAF GR7
Harriers operationally for the first time last
month in Britain's most powerful deploy-
ment of air power from the sea for 15 years.

The Ground Attack aircraft
were part of the Carrier Air
Group earmarked for the
major NATO mult i -nat ional
joint maritime Exercise Tapon
off Southern Spain.

Specialising in bombing., the
RAF Wittering-based detachment
of 1 Sqn is led by Wing Cdr Mark
Leakey.

Invincible will be accompanied
throughout the four-month
deployment by the support ship
RFA Fort Victoria and will operate
with various escorts, including the
Type 23 frigates HMS Iron Duke
and Monmouth and the Type 42
destroyer HMS Liverpool.

Some of the other key tasks for
the ship during the period away
include:

• Air defence exercises with the
United States Navy, US Air Force
and other allies off the east coast
of the USA.

• Operating and exercising with
the nuclear submarine HMS
Triumph.

• Operating in the Adriatic in
support of United Nations forces
ashore in Bosnia.

She will return to Portsmouth at
Christmas.

"We wi l l be on watch in the
global neighbourhood," her
Commanding Officer Capt Roy
Clare told Na\y News.

"The operations conducted by
HMS Invincible support UK secu-
rity policy in the regions visited
and are intended to strengthen her
abili ty to operate at long range
from home and to project air
power from both the Fleet Air
Arm and the RAF".

"Combining RAF jets with
those of the RN plays to the
respective strengths of each."

In Barcelona in December the
ship would take part in a major
seminar staged by the Brit ish
Invisibles to promote investment
opportuni t ies in the City of
London.

Two of the squadrons normally
embarked in the carrier have lately
enjoyed some unusual foreign
detachments of their own.

The Aardvarks', 849 Naval Air
Squadron A Flight based at RN
Air Station Culdrose, joined up
with the Royal Norwegian Air
Force Station at Kjevik for
Exercise Marvika, in which un i t s

from France and the Netherlands
also took part.

Air defence exercises involved
Norwegian F16 and F5 aircraft
with the Sea King Whiskey provid-

cores a

• Above: as a mark of respect to Diana, Princess of Wales, a no fly period was observed
by HMS Invincible on 6 September. A service conducted by the ship's Chaplain, the Rev
Martin Poll, was held on the flight deck attended by a large number of the ship's compa-
ny - as well as by the RAF men, whose Honorary Air Commodore the Princess was before
she relinquished her royal duties (note the RAF Harrier GR7s in the foreground).

A book of condolence was completed during the day and forwarded to The Prince of
Wales from Cadiz. Capt Roy Clare told Navy News: "Even those of us who had never met
her recognised that they had lost a friend and it was entirely appropriate to suspend our
operations during the day and hold a memorial service on board so that we could mark
her passing, give thanks for her life and pray that her good work may be taken forward
by others in her name."

• Left: arriving on board for the first time in its new colours, K266 embarks with the rest
of HMS Invincible's Carrier Air Group. As part of 814 Naval Air Squadron, the 'Flying
Tigers' Seaking had recently returned from the international Tiger Meet held this year at
Fairford. In the coming months it will be put to the test in exercises on both sides of the
Atlantic, including the ultimate test of live weapon firings on the AUTEC ranges.

ing airborne early warning for a
mainly an t i - submar ine warfare
fleet.

Secondary roles included sur-
face picture compilation and over
the horizon targeting. Less familiar
tasks for the 849 crews were sub-
marine transfers and mounta in
navigation.

MiM

eanwhile , as
reported earlier,
two Seakines of
814 NAS were

embarked in HNLMS Zuiderkruis
for a three month whirlwind tour
of the eastern coast of the USA
and the Caribbean.

It was the first deployment of
this length involving the Fleet Air
Arm since 1987 - although British
and Dutch warships have operated
regula r ly together as part of
NATO for many years.

The aircrew had to put in a crash
course in flight safety to qualify in
operations from a smaller deck
than they were used to. The
Zuiderkruis is part of the
Combined Belgium Netherlands
task group, consisting of HNLMS

Tromp. Van Speyk, Van Der Zaan,
Tjerkes Hiddes and BNS
Westdiep.

It visited Hal ifax in Canada and
then sailed into one of the worst
storms in ten years off the East
Coast.

Later the US Navy joined the
group. Four destroyers and the
nuclear submarine USS
Providence allowed the Flight a
chance to conduct some cross deck
operations with two Arleigh Burke
Class cruisers and continue
advanced ASW training.

West Indies Guard Ship HMS
Boxer joined the group for a cou-
ple of days - as did the Dutch
Walrus Class submarine HNLMS
Dolj in . The Flight supported the
task group by flying 44 CASEXs
within a ten-day period and notch-
ing up over 100 flying hours -
mostly at night.

• Ukra in ian Ambassador
Sergei Vasilevich Kommissarenko
joined HMS Invincible for the day
she sailed from Portsmouth. His
visit was part of the Ministry of
Defence's large bilateral pro-
gramme wi th the Ukraine that
included the joint exercise Cossack
Steppe there last month.

> Aardvarks in the Arctic - 849 Squadron A Flight over Norway.
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E)IANA$
NAVYIIC
DAYS " Princess Diana at the

launch of HMS Cornwall,
Yarrow's yard, Glasgow, 1985.

DiANA,

Princess of Wales' closest RN affiliations were with the Type 22
frigate HMS Cornwall, which she launched in 1985, and HMS Vanguard,
the first of the Trident submarines, commissioned by her in 1993.

These photographs from our archives show all the style, easy informality and sense
of fun the 'People's Princess' brought to them as to every other organisation with
which she was associated.

"Diana was of course not only Princess of Wales but also Duchess of Cornwall and
so has a very special link with us," the Cornwall's Commanding Officer Capt Anthony
Dymock told Navy News.
"She took a close interest in the activities of the ship which she visited when her

always busy programme allowed. Cornwall's captains called on her and there are
many reminders of her about the ship in the form of paintings, photographs and

remembers her with great affection for her warmth and
ie else, we were devastated by the tragic news which will
with, not just our own selfish sense of loss but the loss to
everybody around the world with whom she worked and

The CO of HMS Vanguard Cdr Paul Abraham said: "Everyone marvelled at how
relaxed and easy it was to talk to her. She was always fascinated to hear news of the
submarine's programme, but more importantly of the crew ... She will never be for-
gotten nor will her example fade."

The Princess inspects the Guard during the comm
Navy's first Trident submarine at Barrow-in-Furness.

the Guard	 the

" Above: HMS Rothesay,
1987. On passage to attend
the Highland Games on the
Isle of Bute, the Princess
served lunch to WTRs
Malcolm Pounder and Sean
Robinson as a reward for
raising £70 for Help the
Aged. She was also
Duchess of Rothesay -
and Rothesay was then the
oldest frigate in the Fleet.

" Left: PM Commando
Training Centre,
Lympstone, 1985. Watched
by a group of Wrens, Diana
pauses to chat with Cadet
Steve Harrison of the
Lympstone RM Volunteer
Cadet Corps.

@ Right: HMS Drake, 1991.
The Princess met the fami-
lies of personnel serving in
the Gulf War -and accept-
ed a bouquet from five-
year-old Carrie Gould,
daughter of LS Ken Gould
of HMS Brazen.
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NAVY NEWS. OCTOBER 1997 21	m	 " Left: HMS Trafalgar, 1986. "I've had a	 ...	 P -	

whale of a time,"joked the Princess of	
Wales as she disembarkedfrom a day of					 .,.,,

a		exercises in the Firth of Clydeas the	
guestof the nuclearsubmarine HMS	
Trafalgar.		
The boat hadjust returned from a visit			 I		 erM.

to Brest, so she was treated to a cold	
buffet which included many delicacies	
brought from France in honour of the

Ilk	

She spent four hours on board -

including aperiod dived - before flying
back to Balmoral in a helicopter of the			 &	

	!f4a.	 vQueen's Flight	The first photograph in this sequencenext day appeared on the front pages of
almost the entire national press.

'a..,
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" Above: HMSAjax, 1985.
There was a surprise gift of
abox of chocolates for the
Princess when she visited
the escort ship for the
Royal Tour of Italy in
Venice - presented by
CCWEA Peter Martin.	 )

" Right: HMS
Cornwall, 1988. When
the first of the Batch
3 redesigned Type
22 frigates commis-
sioned at Devonport
the Duchess of
Cornwall, who
launched the ship
in 1985, presented
a silver cup to be
awarded annually
to the winners of
the inter-mess
sports competition.
Anda Long Service
andGood Conduct
Medal to P0
Michael Worley.

" Below: Britannia
Royal Naval College,
Dartmouth, 1989. The
18th century uniform-
inspired outfit the
Princess wore at Lord
High Admiral's Divisions
brightened up a grey April
day.
She planteda tulip tree
sapling in the RoyalPlot to
mark her visit.n
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At Your Leisure

Scott 'a contrast to my
artist friends. . .'
'Make the boy interested in natural history'

C
A P T A I N
S C O T T ' S
death is one of
the most pub-
licised individ-
ual tragedies

of the 20th century, one that
still remains firmly fixed in
the popular memory.

Only lately has the myth

been punctured - notably by
Roland Huntford's persuasive
study of Scott and
Amundsen, published in
1979, in which the profession-
al and leadership qualities of
the 'Viking raider' Amundsen
who won the race to the South
Pole were contrasted with
Scott's, to the latter's detri-
ment.

HMS CENTAUR
1943 ~ 1972

By Neil McCart
TTie latest in the series detailing the careers

-L of the Royal Navy's post-war aircraft

carriers. This volume follows the Centaur from the builder's yard to the breakers

yard with detailed accounts of each of the vessel's commissions. Foreword by Rear-

Admiral Steiner, the Centaur's last commanding officer. 125 illustrations, some in

colour. Hardback with full colour laminated dust jacket. Price £16.95 plus p&p.
ISBN 0 9519538 9 3

Also Available:
HMS EAGLE 1942-1978 (Hardback) £18.95 plus p&p
HMS ALBION 1944-1973 (Softback) £13.95 plus p&p
Please add £1.50 p&p UK & EU (£3.50 overseas). Payment by sterling cheque, postal order, or by
VISA/MASTERCARD. Telephone orders welcomed. From FAN PUBLICATIONS, 17 Wymans
Lane, Cheltenham, Glos GL51 9QA. Tel/Fax 01242 580290 Or order from good bookshops.

But myths rely little on fact;
Scott's has scarcely been deflated
as a result - and indeed still has
room for expansion.

Beryl Bainbridge's superb fic-
tionalisation The Birthday Boys
is a recent example. Now comes
Diana Preston's A First Rate
Tragedy (Constable £16.95), in
which a woman's mind again pro-
vides a fresh slant on how fame,
glamour and early death made for
a winning combination on the eve
of World War I. As it always has.

There is not actually much new
information in this much slighter
study than Huntford's - to which
she makes only passing reference -
but she devotes a fair amount of
space to Scott's wife, Kathleen
Bruce, a bohemian sculptor whose
exhuberance "liberated and excit-
ed" him.

'Sea Flight' Fleet Air Arm Pilot, Hugh
Popham's war-time flying exploits. Illust.
Indomitable, Eagle, Illustrious £9SOpp

'A must for young and old' 'A Damned Fine
Fellow' Hugh Popbam £22.50 pp

1st biography of Admiral Sir Home Popham
1762-1820. 'Fascinating... well researched'

Tom Pocock, Mariners Mirror. 'His
exploits—stuff of high adventure' Navy News.
AvaUable: Old Ferry Press 53 Vicarage Rd,

PAR, PL24 2PH.Tel/Fax 01726 813709

.RIM & RIV/I

SPORTS LOTTERY
POST EARLY FOR
BUMPER WEEK
DECEMBER 13th

WITH PRIZES TOTALLING

5,ooa
o

45tIi\£SOO
Ticfcctteistill on(y 75p per wee!

Don't Dip^Qjit,- Join^he Lottery^Nol
to Vin

to\SportsI/ottery Manager,Send application forms
HMS

Portsmouth, P(
Tel: 09380 23806 or 0170^723806.

She had "a knack of getting
away with things which would have
sunk lesser women" - yet despite
her five years study in Paris, during
which she was on easy terms with
the likes of Rodin, Picasso and
Isadora Duncan, her diaries sug-
gest she was still a virgin when she
met her future husband.

She claimed she had been saving
herself for a man worthy of siring
the son on whom she had set her
heart and "scrutinised any man she
was interested in with the coolness
of a genetic scientist". Which hard-
ly suggests a passionate nature.

She was no clothes horse- in
later life she was described as one
of the worst dressed women in
London. But she had sex appeal
and enjoyed the power it gave her
over men.

The sinister self-styled magus
Aleister Crowley found her
strangely seductive; a frustrated
young Swede became so enraged
that he lay in wait for her with a
revolver . ..

In the end, it was Scott - "this
healthy, fresh, decent, honest,
rock-like naval officer" as she
described him - who possessed the
unlikely qualities necessary to win
her heart "as a contrast to my artist
friends".

Even so, she procrastinated over
setting the date. The bohemian
way of life still had its attractions.
Another suitor was the young
writer and lawyer Gilbert Cannan
who seemed to have a menage a
trois in mind - "hardly likely to
appeal to a man like Scott".
(Cannan spent the last 30 years of
his life in a lunatic asylum, one of
his delusions being that he was
Scott, the great explorer).

Eventually they tied the knot.
Thereafter they had little enough
time together - time enough to
produce a child, Peter, likewise to
become a naval hero and, more
famously, a naturalist who also
inherited his mother's artistic gifts.

After his birth,
Kathleen tellingly
abserved that she
'fell for the first time

gloriously, passionately, wildly in
love with my husband".

It would be nearly a year after
his death that she learned of it,
from a wireless message received
on board the RMS Aorangi
between Tahiti and Raratonga as
she headed for New Zealand -
"eager to join her husband and to
share in the triumphs of his return"
an Evening Standard journalist
ironically noted. Britain had got
the message ahead of her.

On his return, one of Scott's
expedition party found "the
Empire - almost the entire world -
in mourning". Indeed, the sad
news pushed much of the rest of
the world's news off the front
pages.

Emotional crowds packed into
St Paul's Cathedral for a memorial
service attended by the King.
Within days an effigy of Scott
appeared at Madame Tussauds. By
July 1913 the Scott Memorial Fund
had raised £75,000 - well over f 3m
in present day values.

Kathleen resumed her indepen-
dent and gregarious life. She won
increasing recognition as a sculp-
tor, several examples of her work
inevitably celebrating Scott, such
as the one in Portsmouth Naval
Base. In 1922 she married the
politician Edward Hilton Young -
after considering Lawrence of
Arabia as a suitor. In some ways
they might have been well
matched.

^'Obsessively devoted to her son' - Kathleen Scott with Peter,
later a renowned naturalist, artist and television personality.

She was "passionately, even
obsessively, devoted" to her son. It
didn't seem to do him much harm.
She lived to see him fulf i l his
father's own ambition for him.
"Make the boy interested in natur-
al history," was his precise instruc-
tion in the letter addressed 'To my
widow', written as he lay dying in
the tent out on the Ice Barrier, just

11 miles from the depot of food
and fuel that might have saved him
and his last companions, Wilson
and Bowers.

In achieving that ambition, Peter
Scott also became one of the first
and best-loved personalities of the
television age.

-JFA

• Kathleen Scott's statue of her husband at Christhurch, New
Zealand, one of a number she completed.
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Recognise
any of
these?

"CANDIDATES like Mr
X do not grow on trees,
they swing from them."

Following the success
of his Jackspeak, Rick
Jolly has put together In
Confidence - an
unashamedly politically
incorrect (and completely
authentic) Tri-Service
guide to staff reporting
which could save a lot of
time and trouble in
Personnel Assessment
tasks...

Author's royalties (see
order form on page 16) will
go to the South Atlantic
Medal Association (1982).

Here are a few more of
the same penetrating
characterisations - there
are nearly 600 in total - to
give you the general idea:

"My Leading Regulator
is not very smart. In fact,
he is depriving a police
dog of a promising
career."

"I could not warm to this
officer even if we were cre-
mated together."

"The only person who
drinks more beer in the
Mess than this officer is
his wife."

"I have advised Leading
Seaman V that If they ever
put a price on his head he
would be well advised to
take it."

"This General List
Seaman Officer Is so con-
trolled, and so tight, that
he is unable to perspire
freely."

"It is stretching the
imagination enormously
to picture Officer Cadet D
as the end product of bil-
lions of years of evolu-
tion."

"When unsure of him-
self, this young Officer
mumbles; when in trouble,
he delegates. In a peace-
time Navy, he will probably
go all the way to the top."

"The Admiralty
Interview Board's opinion
was that if Candidate E
had just a little more
sense, he could be
described as a half-wit."

"Wing Commander A's
final exit was true to form
in that he failed to appear
at a farewell luncheon
arranged on his behalf."

"This Midshipman is
recovering from an unusu-
al accident which
occurred at sea when a
thought suddenly struck
him."

King Alfred class
pasted the Danes

A LFRED the Great is
/% often held to be the
/ % original founder of

A. AJhe Royal Navy. It is a
minor disappointment, then,
that Vol 1 of Nicholas Rodger's
hugely readable naval history
of Britain, The Safeguard of
the Sea (HarperCollins £25)
offers scant evidence to sup-
port the claim.

Of course, he doesn't have much
to go on; the chief source from the
period The Anglo-Saxon Chronicle
can be maddeningly short on
detail. It tells us, for instance:
"King Alfred had long ships built
to oppose the (Danish) warships.
They were almost twice as long as
the others. Some had 60 oars, some
more. They were both swifter and
steadier and also higher than the
others. They were built neither on
the Frisian nor the Danish pattern,
but as it seemed to him himself

Effing
in a

WHAT will language be
like in a hundred years
time? Come to that, what
will bad language be like?

It's a minor consideration,
but anyone creating a work of
science fiction might be
expected to find some interest
in the question, with the exam-
ple of Anthony Burgess and A
Clockwork Orange before
them.

Event Horizon, a tale of an
encounter with a drifting space-
craft of sinister aspect, is a case in
point. Fortunes, evidently, have
been spent on devising new-look
hardware and costumes; but if you
turn off the image and listen to the
soundtrack only, there is no sense
of the future at all, more the rou-
tine profanity to be heard in the
buffet car of a 1997 football spe-
cial.

In other words, this is a movie
that has been designed but not
really written. And the director's

DID YOU SERVE WITH THE
RN IN THE KOREAN WAR ?

We are researching for a book of the RN
involvement in this conflict and would
like to hear from those who were there.
Please contact the authors on:

Tel 01707 394060 / 01895 638774

PORT AFTER
STORMY SEAS
A Sailors Tale (1940-45)

By
AJE. Garrod

ISBN. 1.85863.912.3
Minerva Press

WH Smith- £6-99

Sailors' Tales
The story of six young sailors who
served onboard the ill fated
Battlecmiser H.M.S Repulse during
W.W. II. A poignant tale retelling
experiences from basic training to the
horrors of their sinking by Japanese
torpedo bombers and much more.

For copy of book write to
Sailors' Tales, c/o 4 Stone Cottages

Marchwiel, Wrexham
North Wales. LL13 - OFF

price £10.99 inc. p&p
overseas + £4.p&p

please make all cheques or postal
orders payable to L.D Evans.

NEW Christmas
Gift Catalogue
OUT NOW

The World's leading collection
of nautical accessories & gifts.
For Your Copy -
Call: +44 (0) 1932 244396
Fax: +44 (0) 1932 241679
e-mail: sales@nauticalia.co.uk
Write to: Nauticalia Ltd,
The Ferry Point, Ferry Lane,
Shepperton, Middlesex
TW17 9LQ, England.

that they could be most useful."
Which is all very well - but we

know next to nothing about what
is meant by Frisian or Danish pat-
terns.

Alfred may well have had a hand
in the ships' design - he knew both
carpentry and seafaring - and if
they had relatively deep draught
and high freeboard they would
have had better stability and be
better suited to hand-to-hand
fighting.

They might also have been
faster - if they really had 60 oars
then they would have been some of
the biggest ships built in northern
waters in the Middle Ages.

But, as the author says, what
organisation, if any, lay behind
them and in what sense Alfred may
be said to have had, or founded, a
navy, we cannot tell.

"All that can be said is that he
brought an original mind to bear
on the problems of naval warfare,
which themselves were familiar to

every leader of his day.
"In Alfred's world no king could

survive or flourish who did not
understand ships and the sea."

This last is the keynote of
Rodger's thesis in a story that actu-
ally stretches further back into the
Dark Ages, to the Northumbrian
conquests of Anglesey and the Isle
of Man, which could hardly have
been managed without ships ...

It treats - for the first time, it
claims - the presence or absence of
sea power as "the permanent,
inescapable condition of the coun-
try's political existence" and intro-
duces more than a few surprises to
that end.

Edward the Confessor, of
all people, is shown to
have been an astute and

capable manager of the country's
maritime strength - while William
the Conqueror let our sea defences
fall into such a dismal state that he
had to buy off a new wave of

and blinding
black hole

• A dramatic moment on board the abandoned spacecraft Event
Horizon.
use of the device whereby an omi-
nous silence is followed by a
Dolby-assisted thunder crash is so
frequent as to constitute plain bad
manners.

Fortunately the ship is crewed
by the likes of Sam Neill and
Lawrence Fishburne, personalities
sufficiently authoratative to nego-
tiate the black holes in the plot as
well as the ones the ship encoun-
ters.

A l t h o u g h
there is no feel-
ing of this being a
British movie,
the credits dis-
close that the outer reaches of the
solar system are on this occasion
located at Pinewood, in the heart
of leafy Buckinghamshire.

Meg Ryan, familiarly perky as a
squirrel, cute as a muncnkin, sub-
mits to a radical image make-over
in Addicted to Love.

Dressed in scruffy black leather,
with ratty hair, a perpetual bad
temper and a kissing technique
that most closely resembles a head-
butt, she is plainly announcing that
the perhaps excessively lovable
Meg of yesteryear is no more. This
is a curious film, partly because its
plot turns on the deployment of
that barely-remembered Victorian
amusement, the camera obscura
(itself a reminder of why our word
for the gadget we take pho-
tographs with is the Italian word
for 'room').

And even odder is the fact that

Screen Scene

the film sets out its stall as a come-
dy, even though its storyline -
about obsessive love - seems alto-
gether too dark and desperate to
accomodate many laughs.

A haggard Matthew Broderick
and a continental actor of indeter-
minate nationality named Tcheky
Kaiyo are the guys on the scene.
But this is primarily a Meg Ryan
movie.

Samuel J. Jackson also shifts
into a lower gear
in One Eight
Seven - the
number is the
police code for a

homicide. Jackson is best known as
a tough guy: the super-cool hit-
man in Pulp Fiction, Bruce Willis's
buddy in Die Hard 3. But in this
rather alarming picture of the
American education system he
plays a teacher who at first sight is
altogether meek and mild. But
reminders of the actor's previous
roles begin to surface when the
teacher's more violently recalci-
trant pupils start to quietly disap-
pear ...

This is another oddball movie,
part thriller, part impassioned
social pleading. But its intimation
that turning up for class is only
marginally safer than hitting the
beach at two Jima and that a hun-
dred lines would only be taken as a
reference to serious coke con-
sumption must be an exaggeration.
Mustn't it?

- Bob Baker.

Viking invaders with Danegeld.
The end of this first volume falls

in 1649 - when the state of the
Navy was such that it proves the
author's point exactly. Following
the execution of Charles I the
country was ruled by a military dic-
tatorship. Abroad it had no friends
and the foreign trade on which
London and Cromwell's regime
depended was exposed to heavy
attack by Royalist privateers.

The part of the Navy which
remained in Government control
was "demoralised, disorganised,
short of money, and stripped of
most of its experienced officers."

This was only 60 years after the
defeat of the Armada and the
Elizabethan glory days of Drake,
Hawkins and Co. And yet:

"Whatever other verdict might
have been passed on England by a
dispassionate observer early in
1649, it must have seemed that
over a century's efforts to establish
a permanent Navy, supported by
an effective and durable political,
financial and administrative sys-
tem, had ended in disappointment
if not outright failure."

Which makes for an appropriate
cliffhanger to anticipate Vol2 - in
which, of course, the likes of Blake
and Pepys will begin to set things
back to rights.

- JFA

Admirals
rate low
in the

Top 100
ACCOMPLISHED general
that he was, it is a surprise to
see George Washington head-
ing a list of The 100 Most
Influential Military Leaders
(Robinson £7.99).

Lt Col Michael Lee Lanning is
an ex-US Army man - and he
argues that without Washington
there would have been no
Continental Army and without the
Continental Army there would
have been no United States,
today's single most influential and
powerful nation.

Well, he may have a point there.
But of his hot one hundred

another 12 are also American gen-
erals, there are only nine admirals
(most of them near the bottom)
and only two or three airmen.

Nelson heads the list of admi-
rals, coming in at No 35 for "pro-
viding the foundation for many
theories of naval warfare advanced
by Alfred Thayer Mahan (38)."

The others are (in order)
Nimitz (61), Fisher (67), Togo
(68), Yamamoto (77), Doenitz
(85), Farragut (87) Dewey (92)
and Cochrane (98).

Saddam Hussein merits a place
on the list (81, a few points above
Doenitz) simply by still being
there, still posing a threat to world
peace. Had he been "removed
from power during the war over
Kuwait or had assassination
attempts been successful, it is
unlikely that he would merit note."

-JFA

AUTHORS
Let us Publish Your Book

Most subjects considered
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"GREY FUNNEL LINES"
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"HMS. GANGES (The final
farewell) . . video. Ideal birthday
/surprise present. Documentary
includes all aspects of GANGES
before demolition. One tear-jerking
hour of nostalgia, produced by
JOHN DOUGLAS author H.M.S.
GANGES (Roll on my dozen!) &
H.M.S GANGES (Tales of the
T.R.O.G.'S.) S.A.E. details Douglas
Hse, Penmarth Redruth. Cornwall
TRH56NX
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• Clearly showing the marks of her 40,000-mile voyage, HMS Trafalgar is
nudged to her berth by tugs at Devonport. And (right) a homecoming
salute from the Commanding Officer of HMS Trenchant, Cdr David Forbes.

Marathon ends
for T-class subs
NONE the worse for wear after their trail-blazing
world deployment, HM submarines Trafalgar ana
Trenchant have returned to their Devonport base.

The marathon, 40,000-mile Ocean Wave voyage took its
toll noticeably but harmlessly on the soundproofing tiles
cladding their casings. As well it might - Trafalgar, for
instance, spent 154 days at sea, all but 17 of them dived.

She also became the first British nuclear submarine to
circumnavigate the world via the Panama and Suez
Canals, and was the first RN submarine to visit Peart
Harbor, Hawaii, for 11 years. She also visited South Korea,
Hong Kong and Fremantle, and took part In operations In
the South China Sea.

Trenchant also visited Hong Kong and Fremantle - the
Australian port from where 52 years ago her wartime
namesake left to sink the Japanese cruiser Ashigara.
While in Fremantle, Trenchant was host to wartime sub-
mariners who now live in Oz.

Coins Outside

Steve in bid for
title of top
franchisee

HAVE YOU MISSED US?
Back copies available from 1980.

Ring Sylvia Newman
PORTSMOUTH (017O5) 725064

or 826040

Navy News —The Paper that lives up to Its name!

ning a McDonalds restaurant
in Dumbarton impressed the
British Franchise Awards
panel, chaired by Sir Bernard
Ingham, Mrs Thatcher's for-
mer press secretary and now

FIND the Joker in Navy News for three editions - and you have a
chance to win £500. There are also £10 cash prizes for each of ten run-
ners-up, and 20 £5 consolation prizes to be won.

All you have to do is spot joker Jack - cartoonist Jugg's Navy News
character - hiding in one of the other pages of this edition; then spot
which one of three statements of Jack's is a load of old gash.

Just tell us on which other page Jack's joker character, shown here,
appears. Tugg's monthly cartoon of Jack's adventures on page 6 does
not, of course, count.

When you've found the joker figure, spot the joker in one of the fol-
lowing three statements by Jack on naval matters. Two are true. One
is wildly inaccurate. Just mark the box next to the untrue statement.

• ^M mmm ••• ••• ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^M ^*m ^M ^M •

Which of these three statements is NOT true: 2

J The battleship HMS Warspite saw action in both World
Wars.

Q Sir Walter Raleigh introduced the bicycle to Britain from
America.

LI The Royal Marines trace their history back to the 17th century.

Now tell us on which page you spotted Jack - Page

If you can fill in this coupon, the one which appeared in last
month's issue and the coupon in the next edition of Navy News,
you have a chance of winning a £500 cash prize. The names of the winners will be select-
ed at random from those who gave correct answers in the three editions.

When you have completed all three original entry forms, send them together in one enve-
lope to:

Find the Joker, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, Hants, PO1 3HH

They should arrive at Navy News no later than January 15,1998. Entries with all three correct
answers will be entered in a prize draw conducted at Navy News offices. Winners will be announced
in the February edition of Navy News. The first name drawn will receive a prize of £500. There will
be a prize of £10 for each of the next ten correct entries drawn, and a further 20 consolation prizes of
£5.
The judges' decision will be final. No correspondence will be entered into. Navy News employees or
their relatives may not enter.

THREE years after leaving the Navy to start a new career
in franchising, Steve Tomlin (right) is one of nine finalists
competing for the title of Franchisee of the Year - and a
total of £10,000 in prize money.

Steve's achievements in run- chairman of the British
Franchise Association.

Since Steve took over the restau-
rant in November 1994 its sales
have risen by 30 per cent to £1.5
million, and it now deals with
440,000 customers a year.

He told Navy News:
"There's no doubt that my
time in the Navy with its
emphasis on efficiency and
good personnel manage-
ment has helped me provide
the quality of service which
has led to the sales
increase."

When he left the Navy as a
CPOAEA(WL) - including service
in HMS Hermes and HMS
Endurance - he chose a career in
franchising after advice via the TK-
Service Resettlement Organis-
ation..

After that he attended the annu-
al National Franchise Exhibition at
the NEC, Birmigham to find out
more - and liked what he saw.

Starting out with limited capital,
he nevertheless won the
McDonalds franchise - and soon
increased productivity in the
Dumbarton restaurant. He now
plans to expand his franchise to a
second McDonalds by next year.

Results of the Franchise Awards
will be announced on October 2 at

NAME.

ADDRESS.

TELEPHONE.

a gala dinner hosted by Midland
Bank, joint sponsors of the compe-
tition with the Daily Express.

First prize is £5,000 with second
and third prizes of £3,000 and
£2,000 respectively.

The dinner will be held on the
eve of this year's three-day
National Franchise Exhibition at
which Steve will this time be a pre-
senter on the McDonalds stand.

The show, at the NEC,
Birmingham, is on course to be
even bigger than last year's record-
breaker which had 200 exhibitors
and more than 12,000 visitors.
Successful and expanding compa-
nies from all over Britain will take
part, all of them seeking new fran-
chisees.

The British Franchise
Association has organised a series
of free seminars that run through-
out the three days. Details about
the exhibition can be gained from
the Franchise Hotline 01203
426461.

Navy and
college in
new deal
on NVQs
TRAINING and experience
gained in Naval service can
now count towards a National
Vocational Qualification.

The Nav^ has negotiated a
scheme in conjunction with
Highbury College, Portsmouth, in
which Service expertise can be
taken into account for NVQs
under the Accreditation of Prior
Learning (APL) process.

The scheme involves compila-
tion of a portfolio showing under-
pinning knowledge and recent evi-
dence of competence matched to
the range and skills stipulated in
the particular NVQ.

For an information pack and
guidance contact The APL Unit,
Client Support Services, Highbury
College, Dovercourt Road,
Cosham, Portsmouth, Hants.
(Freephone 0500 383131).

Transport
training

ONE OF the country's leading
logistics companies has joined
with Lincolnshire Training and
Enterprise Council to offer train-
ing for Armed Forces leavers.

The company, Transport Devel-
opment Group pic, have been
working with the TEC to refine a
civilian training programme suit-
able for Service leavers.

For more information contact
Geoff Binnigton, Group Training
Adminis t ra tor , TDG pic,
Euro terminal, Westinghouse
Road, Trafford Park, Manchester
M17 1PY.

Uniform
switch to
animal
welfare

THIS TRIO of former Royal Navy men have switched uniforms to
join the fight for animal welfare as RSPCA inspectors. They are
(from left) ex-CPOPT Michael Garrity, ex-PO(EW) Rob Mills and ex-
RS(SM) Nick Zammit.

For Rob and Nick, the RSPCA training course brought the old
friends together for the first time in 22 years.

Rob, now based in the Chichester area, said: "We joined the
Navy together and were great friends, but to have lost touch com-
pletely and then just happen to join the RSPCA at the same time
22 years down the line is some coincidence."

Nick has also been posted to the South-East, while Michael has
been stationed in north-west London.



Navy hosts
equipment
exhibition

HIGH-RANKING delega-
tions from foreign navies
were among those who visit-
ed Portsmouth Naval Base
for the Royal Navy and
British Army Equipment
Exhibition.

Acting as a shop window
for British defence compa-
nies, the Navy had Type 23
frigate HMS Lancaster and
Sandown-class minehunter
HMS Cromcr on show, while
RFAs Fort George and Sir
Pcrcivale also attracted
attention.

Press officer George Bath
said the maritime section of
the exhibition had been a
great success.

"The quality of the mis-
sions and overseas delegates
was extremely high," he said.

"Industry in particular is
celebrating, and the Navy put
on a very good display."

The RNBAEE attracted
more than 200 exhibitors,
and delegations from more
than 50 countries were invit-
ed to attend.

Golden gift
NAVY apprentices have
helped to create the Armed
Forces' Golden Wedding gift
to the Queen and Duke of
Edinburgh.

Some of the 44 torcheres -
6ft tall medieval-style lamps -
were made by people from
RN establishments in
Gosport, Portsmouth and
Beith, in Scotland.

The electric lamps will illu-
minate the Undercroft, a din-
ing area beneath St George's
Hall in Windsor Castle.

Splendid missile
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THE FIRST Tomahawk cruise
missile firing from a British
submarine is due to take place
in a year's time.

The Navy has revealed that
HMS Splendid has been chosen as
the submarine which will launch
the weapon during trials off the
US naval base of San Diego,
California.

By the year 2003 five Trafalgar-
class boats and two of the older
Swiftsure class will be equipped
with Tomahawks which could
reach any point over 85 per cent of
the world's surface.

Decision on operational launch
of a missile would be taken by the
Government and carefully con-
trolled from a dedicated bui lding
at Fleet HQ at Northwood in
Middlesex.

The communications necessary
to provide the data for a launch
from a submarine at extreme dis-
tance from UK were tested in the
summer, using HMS Trafalgar as
the receiving submarine dur ing
her global deployment on Exercise
Ocean Wave.

• Coming and going - Admiral Sir John Brigstocke (right) succeeds Admiral Sir Michael Boyce
as Second Sea Lord and Commander in Chief Naval Home Command in a ceremony on board
the flagship HMS Victory in Portsmouth. Admiral Brigstocke was Flag Officer Surface Flotilla,
while Admiral Boyce becomes Commander in Chief Fleet. picture: LA<PHOT> Steve Lewis, 2SL

NavySTAR links up the Fleet
ROYAL Navy information
technology has taken a major
step forward with the linking
of HMS Cardiff to the
NavySTAR system.

NavySTAR is designed to pro-
vide much of the Naval Service,
uniformed and civilian, afloat and
ashore, with all its administrative
information systems in one uni-
fied network.

That means that the Type 42
destroyer, recently refi t ted at
Rosyth. wi l l be the first of more
than 100 ships to be fitted out,

from submarines to minor war ves-
sels, including the RFA.

New vessels will already be fit-
ted for NavySTAR, which plugs
into 50 existing networks ashore,
using satellites where necessary.

As well as seeing to the logisti-
cal, personnel and operations man-
agement needs of units,
NavySTAR also provides Navy-
wide e-mail and office services,
including word processing, through
Microsoft Office.

In the case of HMS Cardiff, 37
Hewlett-Packard personal comput-
ers, each running Windows NT

3.51, together with six laptops and
13 printers, comprise the
NavySTAR system - a big
improvement on the previous
dumb terminals and stand-alone
PCs.

Launching the Cardiff installa-
tion, Commodore Robert Howell,
Director , Communications and
Information Systems (Navy) said it
had been three years hard graft to
reach that point, but it brought the
Navy right up to date.

Early reactions from users on
board HMS Cardiff were said to be
enthusiastic.

World of Bond
VISITORS to Portsmouth's

Historic Dockyard can now
enter the World of 007.

The official James Bond
exhibition attracted some
6,000 visitors to Boathouse 6
during its first two weeks.

The exhibition, which ends on
January 11, includes O07's Aston
Martin DBS, Jaws' steel teeth and
Scaramanga's golden gun.

There are also displays on
Bond and author Ian Fleming's
naval connections, and CD-
ROM stations showing how
the films are made.

Tickets cost £4.50 for adults,
£4 OAPs and £3.50 children.

N.I. duties
for Hunts

IT'S all change at the
Northern Ireland Squadron
as three Hunt-class mine-
hunters are set to take over
patrols from River-class
ships.

HM ships Itchen, Arun,
Spey and Blackwater will be
replaced by HM ships
Cottesmore, Dulverton and
one other. Cottesmore is
nearing the end of her refit
and conversion at Rosyth,
and Dulverton should be
ready by late March.

A MOD spokesman said:
"As the Northern Ireland
Squadron requirement
becomes updated with refit-
ted Hunt-class vessels, the
River-class minesweepers
currently in operation will
be progressively handed
over to the Brazilian Navy
over the course of 1998."

Peace prize -
and new name
A DATE has been set for the
award of the Wilkinson
Sword of Peace - shortly
before the recipients
assume a new identity.

The prestigious peace hon-
our for 1996 was won by the
Inshore Training Squadron,
marking the professionalism,
diplomacy and dedication
displayed by squadron per-
sonnel during deployments
which took craft as far as
Russia and Spain.

The sword is due to be
presented in Portsmouth on
November 28 by the First
Sea Lord.

And on December 1 the
Inshore Training Squadron
officially becomes the First
Patrol Boat Squadron,
reflecting their broader hori-
zons and the capabilities of
the ships.

• Back home - locomotive Lord Nelson arrives at Eastleigh. Picture: Paul Watts, Southern Daily Echo.

Nelson returns
THE LAST surviving steam locomotive of a
class which celebrated Royal Navy heroes has
returned to its Hampshire home.

The 83-ton Lord Nelson, wi th 57-ton tender, was
bui l t in I926 in Iiastleigh. Subsequent engines includ-
ed Sir Francis Drake and Sir Walter Raleigh.

Lord Nelson class 4-6-0 locomotives would have
been familiar to generations of sailors in the South, as
they hauled the most prestigious passenger trains,
inc lud ing the Golden Arrow and Bournemouth Belle.

They were withdrawn in I % I and 1962. and all bro-
ken up w i t h the exception of Lord Nelson.

Now the engine, the most powerful of its type in the
world at the time, has been brought by road from
Lancashire, and the National Railway Museum at

York has given the Eastleigh Railway Preservation
Society permission to restore it to full working order.

The Society is keen that the engine features in
M i l l e n n i u m celebrations, and also have an eye to the
bicentenary of the Battle of Trafalgar, believing a posi-
tion beside Nelson's flagship would be ideal in 2005.

In the meantime the wheels of a £150,000 restora-
tion project have been set in motion, but the society is
keen to involve volunteers with engineering skills who
could work under their guidance - and with the
engine's Naval l ink , apprentices or students from the
Navy's engineering or training establishments who
have time to spare would be warmly welcomed.

If anyone can help, they should ring project leader
Jesse Moody on 01703 614368.

Big Mac*
and large
franchise
please*,.,
Satisfy your hunger for a dynamic and exciting business opportunity.

Call us today or visit us at the British Franchise Exhibition

at the National Exhibition Centre, Birmingham on 3rd, 4th and

5th October (Stand G25).

FRANCHISE OPPORTUNITIES

Call London: 0181 7007153

GOOD LUCK TO STEVE TOMLIN FROM ALL AT MCDONALD'S
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WHEN IN 1805 Nelson fought his greatest battle, his victory obscured an earlier encounter which 200 years ago this
month was fought with as much at stake and with tactics which were hailed as innovative when they were later used
at Trafalgar. In the earlier battle - of Camperdown - Admiral Duncan captured almost two-thirds of a Dutch fleet that
threatened to open the way to Napoleon's conquest of our 'nation of shopkeepers'. In the latest of a series of spe-
cial articles, Colin White, Deputy Director of the Royal Naval Museum, examines Duncan's bloody, decisive yet
almost forgotten victory, the scale of which was greater than any previous sea battle of the war...

On October 9,
1997, early in the
morning, a small

lugger, the Speculator,
hurtled into Yarmouth
Roads flying the signal
'Enemy at sea'.

She found there the North
Sea Fleet, under Admiral
Adam Duncan, taking on much
needed supplies and water
after a punishing 19-week
cruise.

It had been a dark year for
Britain, dominated by the threat of
invasion. First there had been the
possibility of a combined attack by
the fleets of France and Spain, but
this had been averted by the British
victory at 'he Battle of Cape St
Vincent on February 14. Then the
two main home fleets at Spithead
and the Nore had mutinied, leaving
Britain apparently undefended.
The Dutch, too, had appeared to
be planning to join their ships with
the French; which was why Duncan
and his fleet had been out on their
exhausting patrol. Now it seemed
the long-awaited Dutch move was
under way - just when their backs
were turned.

Hurriedly, Duncan put to sea,
even leaving some of his ships
behind in his haste. A fresh north-
easterly was blowing, and so he
reached the Dutch coast by dawn
on the morning of October 11.
There he sighted the Dutch under
Admiral de Winter about 15 miles
south of Texel, close to the Dutch
village of Kamperdujin whose
name was later anglicised to
Camperdown.

The two fleets were fairly
evenly matched. By the
time battle was joined,

Duncan had gathered together 16
battleships, including two small
and elderly 50-gunners. The Dutch
had 18 battleships - but a number
of these were also small and obso-
lete.

De Winter expected his oppo-
nent to take time to concentrate his
ships in line of battle but, realising
that the Dutch were constantly
edging away into shallow water,
Duncan decided to attack at once.
Hoisting the signal 'Pass through
enemy's line', he threw his fleet
into battle in roughly two groups.
One, led by his own flagship HMS
Venerable, attacked the Dutch
centre; while the other under his
second-in-command, Richard
Onslow in HMS Monarch, headed
for their rear.

Interestingly, the plans of
this headlong attack look
uncannily like the familiar
diagrams of the opening
stages of the Battle of
Trafalgar.

Although disconcerted by this
sudden onslaught, the Dutch ships
fought bravely but they were no
match for their more experienced
and better trained opponents. The
battle disintegrated into a series of
bloody duels between single ships
and small groups and, in such con-
ditions, the superior British gun-

The battle that made
Trafalgar possible

nery began to take a deadly toll.
One of the most effective British
ships was HMS Director com-
manded by William Bligh of
Bounty fame. Under his capable
command she contributed to the
capture of at least three ships,
including de Winter's flagship the
Vrijheid.

There were many acts of individ-
ual bravery during the battle, but
one in particular caught the popu-
lar imagination. At one point the

Venerable's colours were shot
away. A young seaman from
Sunderland, John Crawford,
immediately took a new flag from
the locker and gathered together
some nails. Climbing to the main
topgallant masthead, he then
nailed the new colours in place. His
exploit was depicted in special
prints and on commemorative jugs
and ceramics. And when we speak
of 'nail ing our colours to the mast'
we are, perhaps unknowingly,

referring to Crawford's special act
of gallantry at the Battle of
Camperdown.

After a fierce conflict in which
the total casualties were well over
2,000, the Dutch lost 11 ships.
Admiral de Winter, whose flagship
had been set upon by three British
ships, finally went on board the
Venerable to surrender. Duncan
courteously refused to accept his
sword and shook his hand instead.
As they stood there on the battered

quarterdeck - two burly men well
over 6ft - de Winter commented
wryly how remarkable it was that
they had managed to escape with-
out a scratch.

E leven ships captured out of
18 was a magnificent total,
far exceeding any previous

battle of the war. And, for the sec-
ond time that year, the threat of
invasion had been averted. When
the news reached home there was
widespread rejoicing. Duncan was
made a viscount, gold medals were
distributed to the admirals and
captains, and presentation swords
were presented by the City of
London (Admiral Onslow's medal
and sword are on display in the
Royal Naval Museum).

As was customary, London was
brilliantly illuminated to celebrate
the victory. There were bonfires,
special displays on public buildings,
and candles were placed in the win-
dows of private houses. At one
point a mob rampaging through
the streets noticed that the win-
dows of No.141 Bond Street were
still darkened. They hammered on
the door, demanding to know the
reason for this lack of patriotic fer-
vour, and were told that a Naval
officer who lived there was in bed
recovering from a dangerous
wound. When they heard his name
they went quietly away muttering:
'You will hear no more from us
tonight'.

The officer's name was Horatio
Nelson, then still recovering from
the loss of his right arm, and con-

vinced that his career was finished.
In fact, of course, his great moment
of glory at the Battle of the Nile
was less than a year away.. .

Warships
to visit
Dundee
THE DUTCH frigate
HNLMS Van Nes will join
the British Type 22 war-
ship HMS Montrose at
Dundee for the city's
weekend commemora-
tion of the 200th anniver-
sary of the Battle of
Camperdown.

Both ships will have
admirals embarked - Flag
Officer Scotland in
Montrose and a Netherlands
flag officer in the Van Nes.

Members of the ships'
companies will be present
for the unveiling at Dundee
on October 11 of a 7ft statue
of Admiral Lord Duncan

Courtesy calls and good-
will visits will be made by
the RN and Dutch naval per-
sonnel, and the people of
Dundee will get an opportu-
nity to visit the ships when
they are open to the public.
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Penfriends

Would you like a
Naval Penfriend?

A ten word advertisement
in this column costs from as

little as £9.
WRITE MESSAGE HERE (MAX 10WDS)

HOW TO ADVERTISE: Simply write your message (10 Words), enclose
cheque/PO for £9 and send to: 'Penfriends', Navy News, HMS Nelson,
Portsmouth PO1 3HH. Replies to your box number will be forwarded on
daily. (Payment by credit card/switch please use coupon on page 4 )
HOW TO REPLY: Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a
stamped envelope bearing the advertisers box number clearly in the
bottom left hand corner. The letter should then be enclosed in a
second envelope and addressed as above. We cannot guarantee that
unstamped letters will be redirected.

Name:
Address

Tel:

ATTRACTIVE KKMALK 27,
Ci.S.O.H. Correspond with intelligent
fun loving guy. BOX Get 1
LADY, INDEPENDENT, seeks
mature qu ie t ly disposed, gentleman
penl'riend. BOX Oct 2
DIVORCED LADY 52 - solvent -
seeks companion lor fr iendship
socialising. BOX Oct 3
AN ATTRACTIVE female
penl'riend. 42. to br ighten your
morning watch. BOX Oct 4
1961 MODEL sportsman. Running
well , seeks female for friendship,
relationship. BOX Oct 5
LADY 50, dark haired, seeks RN
penfriend. BOX Oct 6
ATTRACTIVE, INTELLIGENT
brunette. 24 seeks marine / sailor
penpals 25+. BOX Oct 7
EUN LADY - 34, slim, brunette,
clever, l i t - i sh and funny. BOX Oct 8
RED, BUT level headed female, seeks
intelligent, fun male. BOX Oct 9
(JILL, 30, 5'3" bubbly blond,
occasional bouts of normal i ty ,
GSOH. BOX Oct 10
22 YEAR OLD single mum
seeks honest, single penfriends
23+. BOX Oct 11
ATTRACTIVE, SLIM blonde. 30
seeks good looking fella
penpal/meet. BOX Oct 12

WARMHEARTED, EUN loving,
ar t icu la te . affectionate. sl im,
thirtysomething graduate seeks naval
man/airman. BOX Oct 13
2 SAILORS seek 2 l i v e l y
females 18-24 for f r iendship ,
clubbing. BOX Oct 14
LESLEY, 38, VGSOH seeks
romantic single sailor 35+ for
penpal/relationship. BOX Oct 15
JULIE, L 30's, shy sincere,
seeks genuine penl'riend
please. BOX Oct 16
YOUNG, SINGLE Leeds nurse,
seeks male penpals tor
friendship. BOX Oct 17
VIVACIOUS LADY, 26 enjoys
t r ave l , adventure , seeks outgoing
penpal - photo. BOX Oct 18
ATTRACTIVE FEMALE. 35
seeks t a l l servicemen for fun
and f r i e n d s h i p . photo
appreciated. BOX Oct 19
SINGLE PETITE 35 - C.SO1I.
Likes sports, cinema, theatre , music ,
wr i t i ng . BOX Oct 20

I'M 37, dark hair, ha/el eyes. fun.
w i l l y , good humoured. BOX Oct 21
NAUGHTY. CHEEKY lady. 33
seeks daring saucy sailors lor tun
corespondence. BOX Oct 22
SYLVIA, 52, blonde 5'4" seeks
friendship/relat ionship wi th caring
officer. BOX Oct 23
ONE'S LONELY two's company,
pen-pal sounds good, make my
day. BOX Oct 24

DEBBIE. SINGLE, 27 GSOH seeks
single male penfriend. BOX Oct 25
FEMALE. 36, GSOII . seeks
sailor for fun and f r iendship
28-3X. BOX Oct 26
LINDA: 35, single. Chris t ian lady
seeks k ind , single gentleman
penpal. BOX Oct 27
DUTCH C.P.O, single. 42. l iv ing
in London seeks lady
penpal. BOX Oct 28
36, SINGLE, at tractive. GSOH,
brunette, n/s. seeks tall attractive
naval penpal. BOX Oct 29
BUSY, DIVORCED working mum.
43 WLTM officer 45-55 for
friendship. BOX Oct 30
CARROT CRUNCHING, country
girl 17. rooting for someone
different. BOX Oct 31
LIVELY PRINCESS (36) seeks
frog. Ked up wi th kissing
toads. BOX Oct 32
NIKKI, 28, very attractive, seeks
sailors/marines for correspondence,
perhaps romance. BOX Oct 33
.IULIE-30, fun. adventurous petite
blonde - seeks dashing marine/sailor
correspondence.. BOX Oct 34
CLARE - PORSMOUUTH, (28).
Sports student, blonde, attractive,
seeks Naval friends. BOX Oct 35
RETIRED OFFICER, 44.
seeks WREN (30-40) for
c o r r e s p o n d e n c e / d i s c r e c t
relationship. BOX Oct 36
CATHRINE, 34, single. in
need of interest ing sincere,
penpal. BOX Oct 37
FRIENDLY CORRESPONDENCE
offered to H.M. Forces from mature
lady graduate. BOX Oct 38

PERSONAL
PENPAL MAG for adults, choose
yourself a new penfriend Irom over
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from
MATCHMAKER, ( A i d ) Chorley
PR7 4BS. or ring 01257 480155
(24hours)

26 YEARS OLD, single, no ties.
who loves enjoying herself.
I l i k e scuba-d iv ing , s w i m m i n g
parasending. a n i m a l s , t r a v e l l i n g .
I h a v e green eyes. 5ft 4 ins and
brown ha i r . Line to hear from
you! BOX 9641

DIVORCED. 40, Scottish lass wi th
a good sense ot humour. Hnjoys
music , dancing , drawing, good
company. I am looking to be happy
again. If your looking for the same
please write.BOX 9643
WANTED - RN NUCLEAR
SUBMARINE commissioning
brochures. Write to: Mr P Dickinson.
29 Culvert Close. Kippax. Leeds.
LS25 7EN. Or Call 0113 2864160
(evenings).

PSYCHIC READINGS
T I I K t .OMAX FOUNDATION

OFFERS A SINCERE &
CONFIDENTIAL

SERVICE BY TELEPHONE.
H > K AI'I'OINTMl-NT:

•01705476488'

STUDIO 2

Book your appi
I'M Key t t i t Road. Plymouth

•f<| loppos « St Loans (Jail1)
• 01752 559955

Visi t inK scrvk-i' tc'l: 0831 526664.

NOTICE
All advertisements

submitted for entry into the
Navy News Pen Friend

column are subject to copy
approval, Navy News

reserves the right to make
any amendments which it
considers necessary or to

edit copy which is in excess
of 10 words.

Celebrating?
Open the
Seasonal

vino, with this
beautiful

handmade
Nautical
Anchor

Corkscrew
Royal Navy Crown

CROWN COPYRIGHT.MOO
Reproduced wiui V\» permissi

of the Controller of HMSO
•nd

Navy News has added this unusual Anchor design
Corkscrew to their giftware catalogue. Handmade
from real English Pewter it bears the Royal Navy

Crown and comes presentation boxed.

£14.95 UK incl p&p
for surface mail abroad please add 50p

Orders to: The Business Manager, Navy News,
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, POl 3HH

Tel: 01705 826040 Fax: 01705 830149
Please allow 28 days for delivery.

CAREI-Ul.LY SE1.ECTF.D CillTS TO
SATISl-'Y RVF.RY OCCASION
CHRISTMAS • BIRTHDAYS

A N N I V E R S A R I E S • VALENTINES DAY
• WEDDINC.S • CHRISTENINGS
MOTHERS DAY - I-ATHERS DAY

I WE PRIDE. OURSELVES IN G I V I N G
SPECIAL ATTENTION TO THE

PRESENTATION OE EVERY GUT
•ENSURING PLEASURE AND DELIGHT
I TO ALL YOUR I-AMII.Y AND ERIENDS
, DELIVERIES WORLDWIDE SEND

FOR YOUR BROCHURE TODAY
THK PF.RKKC I GIFT

HILL EARM.GT DUNHAM
KINGS LYNN. NORFOLK PE32 2I.P. UK

TEL: +44 I76075SW3
FAX: +44 17607556.14

c mail: gitls@htiiilcrnct.com

I N A M E
\ ADDRESS

For a FREE Media
Pack - Telephone.

01705724226
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Education and Courses

Peter socks it to
'em in Pompey!
L

IKE all other ships of her day, HMS
Warrior (1861) would have been
plagued with rats - they might have
steered clear of Peter Newman,
though.

The winner of pur May education competition is
a student at Christ's Hospital School, Horsham
where the uniform has not changed much since
its foundation in 1552.

It originally featured yellow stockings (now
socks) that were dipped in a solution designed
to keep rats from biting your ankles!

Peter (15) went on board HMS Warrior at
Portsmouth to receive his prize - a set of the
Children's Encyclopedia Britannica - from Sarah
Jacobs and Lisa Taw.

And to give the girls a quick flash of his highly-
coloured hosiery...

He also received a set of tickets to visit the rest
of the historic ships - HMS Victory and Mary
Rose - donated by Flagship Portsmouth.

Peter comes from a naval family and is a keen
rugby player looking forward to joining the
school team on a three week tour of South
Africa.

Christ's Hospital had its origins in the City of
London where it was formed to keep the children
off the streets! It is now based in Horsham, set in
four square miles of scenic countryside, and has
850 co-ed students.

It still keeps close contacts with the City,
though, through its marching band which annu-
ally leads the Lord Mayor's Show and this year
was invited to play at Lords cricket ground.

' ST DUNSTAN'S ABBEY v

SCHOOL PLYMOUTH
DAY AND BOARDING SCHOOL FOR GIRLS 2'/2 - 18

& High Academic Standard
W Dyslexia Unit
•£ Drama A Speciality
W Single Bedrooms

Telephone for a prospectus: 01752 201350
A Cliuril\ prtiyiilint; <tiitilit\ fi/nci/tion for children. /

keKislen'<fCliarit\ iiuiHlier .<Ott7.1t, I

THE
DUKE OF YORK'S

ROYAL MILITARY SCHOOL
DOVER

•f Exclusively for the sons and daughters of members and
retired members of the RN/RM, RAF and British Army

•f 490 pupils 11+ to 18 all boarders, 110 Sixth Formers

•f Caring family atmosphere

4- Pupil: Teacher ratio 10: 1. Average class size 16

•*• Excellent record in GCSE, BTEC, National Diploma,

GCE A Level and in the numbers entering university

•f Low fees of £275 per term whether serving or retired

•f Ask about the value added dimension to our academic
work.

Further enquires to:
Headmaster - The Duke of York's School
Dover CT15 5EQ

Phone: (01304) 245024

• The socks say it - Peter Newman collects his prize on
board HMS Warrior at Portsmouth.

3Soys & §irCs 2^/2-11. ('Boarding from 6/?)

* Beautiful, secure setting

* Warm family atmosphere

* Excellent academic record

* Wide range of sports and activities

* Fees = BSA+ 10%

THE PERFECT ENVIRONMENT FOR YOUNr. BOARDERS

FOR DETAILS, PLEASE TELEPHONE: (01243) 575209

TRINITY SCHOOL

BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL
FOR BOYS AND GIKL5

PREPARATORY 3-11 SENIOR 11-16

• A well disciplined friendly, caring environment with individual attention
• Hxcellent academic opportunities
• Over 30 extra curricular activities
• Christian Hthos
• 14 Advanced Level subjects plus NVQ and GNVQ offered
• One residential member of staff for every 10 hoarders
• Bursaries available for service children

For further details please contact Mrs Collins 01626 ~7~'

-TRINITY SCHOOL-

BUCKERIDCE ROAD • TE1CNMOUTH -DEVON 'TQ148LY
TEL (01626) 774138

Trinity School is a charitable institute for the education of cluldren
Member oi ISA — Reg Chanty No :76%0 — Accredited by ISJC

Christ's Hospital
warmly invites families to an informal

OPEN
AFTERNOON

SATURDAY 4TH OCTOBER 12.00 - 5.00PM

Children of Royal Navy, Royal Marines,
RFA and RNR personnel currently serving
or having served are given special
consideration for places at
Christ's Hospital

Co-educational hoarding school
Entry at age 11 and sixth form
Fees are assessed according
to income
97% of pupils further
their education at
University

Christ's Hospital exists to
provide education with care
for children from all walks
of life.

Registered Charity
No. 306975.

PLEASE SEE ROYAL HOSPITAL SCHOOL ADVERTISEMENT ON PAGE 37

Newlands
An education for life

Day & boarding for girls and boys 2'li -18 years

* Fees in line with the BSA

* A high percentage of
FORCES boarders

* One 21 acre campus

* High academic standards

ISA 1996 Best GCSE Results

* Quality art, drama & music

* Strong sporting tradition

* Our DYSLEXIA Centre
offers specialist teaching

* Supportive caring family
atmosphere

Travel and escort arrangements include airports. Fareham.
Ronisey. Aldershot. Maidslone and Victoria Station.

Tel: Susan on (01323) 490000
for a brochure or to arrange a visit. Fax (01323) 898420

Newlands School. Eastbourne Road. Seal'ord. E. Sussex. BN25 4NP
Ncwlaruls provides education for hoys & girls. Reg. Charity No. 297606

Public Notice
CHARITY COMMISSION
Charity: Hervey Black Fund

Scheme to provide for distribution of Fund on closure
of the Royal Naval College Greenwich.

Ref: RM/43681/SC

The Charity Commissioners have made a Scheme for this
charity. A copy can be seen for the next month at the office
of the Civil Secretary, Royal Naval College, Greenwich, London
SE10 9NN or a copy can be obtained by sending a stamped
addressed envelope to Woodfield House, Tangier, Taunton,
Somerset TA1 4BL, quoting the reference above.
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Compulsory testing team is sweeping through the Royal Navy

The drug
busters
IT MAY not be as spectacular as the drug

squad's dawn raid, but the visit of the CDT
team can be just as devastating.

As you start work, you are told your name is on the
team's list. If you are clean, it's a minor inconvenience,
and you will soon be back to work.

If you are a drug misuser, you'll be kicked out of the
Navy, probably within a month.

Many members of the Navy lie within the critical
age groups for drug misuse, and an anonymous sweep
last year showed that nearly two-thirds of new entry
ratings and Royal Marines other ranks claimed they
had taken drugs at some time in their lives.

Risk
Surveys indicated that the problem in society was on

the increase - but the vast majority of Navy personnel
were in favour of weeding out the misusers, who could
pose a risk to themselves and others in their unit.

The result is a CDT programme which is scrupu-
lously fair, entirely random - and brings a swift and
ignoble end to the careers of those who misuse drugs.

Not only is CDT designed to catch the guilty
unawares, but it also acts as an effective deterrent.

At least four or five units are visited each week -
two overseas visits were made to Ocean Wave units -
and there is no pattern to the visits, so a ship or estab-
lishment could be tested two days running.

One early finding from the programme, which

MIKE GRAY watches the work of
the Compulsory Drug Test team at
HMS Dryad. Pictures by LA(PHOT)
STEVE LEWIS (2SL).

began on April 1 this year, is that drug misusers in the
Senior Service would seem to be few and far between.

More than 100 units have been tested so far, yet
only 11 people have tested positive - 0.12 per cent,
compared with, say, the 15 per cent of 20 to 25-year-
olds in the general population which the 1994 British
Crime Survey classed as regular drug misusers.

The key to RN CDT policy, as formulated by
Directorate of Naval Service Conditions (DNSC) desk
officer Lt Cdr Sally-Anne Keefe, in partnership with
the existing Army programme, is the element of sur-
prise. No one escapes the net if it closes on them, man
or woman.

Even the First Sea Lord was randomly selected for
testing during the CDT team visit to MOD.

"We have been to ships and shore establishments,
large and small, at home in the UK and abroad, ashore
and at sea," said CDT team leader WO Keith Laycock.

"Once we have targeted a unit, a software pro-
gramme generates a list of personnel in random
order," said Lt Cdr Keefe.

"We will have decided what percentage to test, and
then it is simply a matter of starting at the top of the

list and going down until we have
reached that figure.

"The present incidence of
misuse, 0.12 per cent, is very low.
It's good - it's very encouraging.

"We didn't introduce CDT
because we thought we had a
problem. It's because drug mis-

Taking on water - CPO(R) Bren Phelan is encouraged to provide a specimen.

use in civilian society, our recruiting base, is on the
increase, and we have a duty of care as an employer."

The CDT team of four arrives at a unit and sets up,
briefing unit personnel who will act as monitors and
collection assistants.

"We think it is important that the unit is involved - the
partnership shows that the unit is fulfilling its responsi-
bility in trying to combat drugs," said Lt Cdr Keefe.

Those to be tested are briefed, then each is assigned
a monitor, who stays with them throughout.

Barcode
A specimen is produced by the individual, which is

divided between two bottles. The bottles are sealed
and labelled with a unique barcode - no names are
used - and the specimens are taken in secure boxes to
the Laboratory of the Government Chemist.

The results, still identified by barcode, are then graft-
ed on to the CDT team's data, and passed on to DNSC.

Results should be ready in ten days - and the con-
sequences of wrong-doing are almost as swift.

A positive result is relayed to the individual via
DNSC and the individual's Commanding Officer, and
will almost certainly bring about an
Administrative Discharge SNLR
(Services No Longer Required) for
ratings, or Discharge (Misconduct)

for officers - more cost-effective than trial by court
martial.

If the individual appeals, the second bottle may be
tested at an independent laboratory at his or her
expense. If that proved negative, the cost would be
reimbursed and no further action taken.

"Fairness to the individual is our creed," said Lt Cdr
Keefe. "We are doing this for the benefit of the Service
as a whole, but not at the expense of the individual."

Refusal to provide a specimen can prove more
painful than a positive result - disobeying orders brings
the distinct possibility of a spell in the glasshouse, as
well as dismissal. No one has yet refused.

Although CDT avoids Regulating Branch territory,
there is still scope for a full investigation, if, for exam-
ple, a large number tested positive from one mess.

The normal disciplinary procedure, plus the threat
of detention and dismissal, will still apply for possess-
ing or supplying drugs - though these offences are not
recorded in the CDT figures.

The 11 caught to date are all male junior ratings
showing traces of cannabis, with two also testing posi-
tive for amphetamines.

'Victims' support CDT
Support for CDT seems widespread among the 150 selected
from HMS Dryad personnel and those visiting on courses.

Cdr Mike Pearey, on the Commanding Officer Designate
course, said: "As someone going back to sea to command a
ship it's a tremendous confidence booster to know your peo-
ple are being subjected to this, and it's good for them, too.

"For example, they are able to better reject peer pressure
at home, because it could result in them losing their job."

Colleague Capt Richard Ibbotson echoed those thoughts:
"It's the first time I have been through this system - and I'm
heartened to see the checks and safeguards involved."

OM2 Jon Harvey said: "It's important, because you do not
want your oppo having flashbacks or suddenly going wrong
on you and getting you both killed."

• Time's up! AB(EW) Tom Pennington is reminded by a CDT
monitor that the process is simple - and quick.

Crowds flock to Navy Days
PLYMOUTH Navy Days enjoyed a huge upturn in visitors with more
than 55,000 people pouring into Devonport over the late August Bank
Holiday.

New attractions, such the chance to go below decks on the SSNs HMS Torbay
and Valiant, guided coach tours of the heritage displays and boat trips to RFA
Olwen proved extremely popular.

A 3,000-seat purpose-built stadium
in the main arena, the four marching
bands, and daily air and sea display by
Sea Harrier, Sea King and Lynx air-
craft and RM rigid raiders added
greatly to the success of the event.

RN ships on show included every-
thing from frigates to survey vessels
and minesweepers.

Parachuting displays by the Royal
Navy Raiders and the Red Devils
thrilled the crowds, and the presence
of three large sailing vessels and ships
from foreign navies gave the visitors

plenty to see.
Highlights of the arena events

included a military tattoo, mini-field
gun competition and a displays by the
MOD Police and RMR.

In a signal to all involved, Director
General Fleet Support (Ops) Rear
Admiral Brian Perowne said: "The
quantum leap in visitor numbers,
against the recent trend to decline,
bears huge credit to everyone's hard
work and re-establishes Navy Days in
the forefront of RN-in-the-public-eye
events."

• Past and present - Type 22 frigates HMS Brave (far left),
Coventry (centre left) and Cornwall, contrast with sailing
ships Lord Nelson (above, foreground) and Endeavour.

Summer Silk.

3ull JCength pure
silk Wrap

Embroidered with dragons,
birds or flowers

Available in red, gold or
salmon pink (dragon redlgold only).

hand washable
Send cheque/po for £18.50 (inc P&P)

To: Simply Silk, 64 Fulmer Road,
West Beckton,

London E16 3TF

For a set of leaflets or a faxed
or written quotation, contact-

StaT^Screen
Co-op Buildings, Walbottle, Tyne & Wear NE15 9RY

Tel: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0226
Fax: TYNESIDE (0191) 229 0255

All major Credit Cards
accepted



Jacks Store GlftS With a Nautical FlaVOUr-ideal for those with a love of sea & ships.
Our range ofGlftware is growing! So much so we can no longer fit everything on one page.
But our catalogue is FREE! Send for your copy now, in time for Christmas ordering.

FIVE-PANEL BASEBALL CAP
100% cotton with stiffened peak, back size-adjuster. Gold
co.jured Royal Navy Crown to the front, and Navy News
logo to the back.

Available in Black or Blue (please specify)
£3.75 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add SOP

LADIES SCARVES
100% polyester twill, flat scarf 52"x9". White Ensign on
Navy blue background running diagonally separated by
red/white/red stripes.

£12.99 UK. For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p

IVB. Items ai~e not
shown actual size

Royal Navy Crown!

THIS CLASSIC SWEATSHIRT COMBINES
COMFORT AND STYLE. NAVY BLUE WITH

EMBROIDERED ENSIGN MOTIF

Med, Lge, Ex- Lge
£18.95 £19.70

UK Surface Mail Abroad

NAUTICAL FASHION
STILL IN GREAT DEMAND, OUR EVER POPULAR

MATCHING SWEATSHIRT (NOT SHOWN) & T-SHIRT
WHITE WITH SHIP & FLAG LOGO AT THE FRONT

£14.70
Surface Mail Abroad

XXLge
£6.50 UK

STERLING SILVER JEWELLERY
The Royal Naval Crown is the design chosen for this new
range of jewellery. Each item is in sterling silver and car-
ries the English Hallmark. Presentation boxed.
RN Crown Brooch £32.99 UK
RN Crown Tie Slide £27.99 UK
RN Crown Cuff Links £27.99 UK
Buy Cuff Links & Tie Slide together
for special price of £55 (UK)
Buy all three items together
for special price of £85.99 (UK)
For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p

KEEP TIES WITH THE NAVY
These highly fashionable ties look great and retain
traditional links with the Royal Navy

CLUB - White Ensigns on navy blue back-
ground, running diagonally in uniform rows,
separated by red/white/red stripes (Polyester)

LEISURE - Cascading White Ensigns of
differing proportions on navy blue background.
(Silk Polyester)

£12.25 each inc. P&P UK (Traditional)

£13.25 each inc. P&P UK (Clip-on)
For Surface Mail Abroad please add 50p

(?) CROWN COPYRIGHT/MOD
Reproduced with the permission

of the Controller of HMSO

Sml, Med,Lge, Ex- Lge

Sml, Med, Lge,

£5.25 UK

Surface Mail Abroad

£5.60

BLAZER BUTTONS
Full set of men s enamelled blazer buttons in translucent dark blue
Gold plated R.N Crown and trim adds that personal touch.
£25.95 UK
surface mail abroad please add 70p

MATCHING CUFF LINKS AVAILABLE (not shown)
£17.95 UK
surface mail abroad please add 50p
Both items presentation boxed

CALLING ALL NAVY NEWS SUBSCRIBERS !!
^ Did you know that by quoting your unique subscriber number, you are
^ entitled to 10% OFF any of NAVY NEWS OWN promotional items

k advertised throughout the paper.

SIMON OF THE AMETHYST
A fine sculptured resin reproduction of this

famous cat. Hand painted, presentation boxed.
£24.99 UK. Surface Mail Abroad please add £1

ROYAL NAVY PILL BOX
A Collector's Piece

A hand-made collectable enamel box in Royal
Blue, hinged with a 22ct gold-plated bessel,
with gold Royal Navy Crown on lid.

£42.99 UK. £43.50 Surface Mail Abroad

NEW!

HMS OCEAN
&

SEA HARRIER
FULL COLOUR

POSTERS

£1.99 each
plus 75p postage UK

or £1 for surface mail abroad

INSIDE HMS OCEAN

To order any item on this page write to The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1 3HH. TEL: 01705 826040 FAX: 01705 830149

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by Cheque/International Money Order in £ sterling and drawn on UK bank.

Or for payment by Credit Card/ Switch, UK & Abroad, please use coupon on page 4. PLEASE ALLOW 28 DAYS FOR DELIVERY.
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Property & Miscellaneous
SAILING SOON?
We successfully LET and MANAGE properties
throughout the South with our caring but
professional service. Ring today for friendly
competent advice on all aspects of Letting.
Telephone Fareham (01329) 234441
Chichester (01243) 780094
Woolston (01703) 445899

Parkinson FUrlie Robertson

TLe I PROPERTY II
| MANAGEMENT J

SPECIALISTS IN THE ")
HOMES OF RN PERSONNEL J

A full and comprehensive
service which Includes

attention to the smallest detail

Tracey Macenzie - Michael Talmondt
TEL 01705 861550 / FAX: 01705 818081

263, Fawcett Rd, Soulhsea, Hants.

HADDINGTON HOUSE
PLYMOUTH

Elegant Victorian G/F/F, off road parking,
modern and fully equipped.

Close to DockyardfTorpoint/City Centre.
Up to 4 persons £140 p/w (Oct-March inc)

Contact Adrian Budd (serving HMS Beaver)
Flat 2,40 Haddington Road,
Stoke, Plymouth. PL2 IRR.

017S2 - 767730

TRYING TO MOVE TO DEVON
AND CORNWALL but no time to
house hunt? Let us do the initial look
at property for you, so you only go
and see what you are likely to want
to buy. Call Liz on 01752 844414 or
John on 01579 350847.

-FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS-
From own original paintings

Over 400 available
Print laminated with canvas texture film

to resemble an original oil painting
size 8W for £35 plus P&P
For list please send SAE to:

SEART 5, THE CHASE, GOSPORT,
HANTS P012 3TD

MARINE ARTIST
ANY SHIP, SCENE OR

SETTING PROFESSIONALLY
PORTRAYED

IAN FRASER (ex RN)
37A Chilwell Road

Beeston, Nottingham NG9 1EH

THOUSANDS OF NAUTICAL
SOUVENIRS. Memorabilia, flags,
sextants, logs, clocks, telescopes,
badges, blocks, compass, bells,
lights, models, chronometers. Also,
Maritime items wanted. Nautical
Antique Centre, Harbour Passage,
Hope Square, Weymouth.
Tel: 01305 777838.

REGIMENTAL TIES, blazer
Badges, Cuff-Links, Buttons,
Medals, Cap Badges, Militaria.
£1.50 for list. Cairncross (Dep. NN),
31, Belle Vue St., Filey, N. Yorks
Y014 9HU.

LOST TOUCH with friends or
colleagues from your service days?
We are dedicated to helping you get
back in touch. Forces Connect
Association, 57 Norwich Close,
Lichfield, Staffs.WS13 7SJ (SAE ).

NAVY NEWS CALENDAR - don't
forget to order your 1998 calendar
soon; see details on page 12.

WARSHIP SLIDE COLLECTOR
seeks to purchase naval vessels
all countries. Anthony Young.
14, Appin Terrace, Perth. PHI 2LS.
Tel: 01738 634906.

Executive
Homes

Let and manage quality
houses and flats in and

around Portsmouth
Contnot us for dctnils
01705585577

Wol) Site:

SING 'EM AGAIN!
55 NAVY SONGS ON THREE CASSETTE TAPES

("IN THE NAVAL SPIRIT","ROUND THE BUOY","SALLY FREE AND EASY")

SUNG BY THE SONG BO'SUN

CYRIL TAWNEY
"FULL Of 'E AND IRONIC HUMOUR, NOSTALGIA AND SADNESS"-'Navy News'.

Price (inc. p.&p.): £7.50 each cassette (UK/BFPO only. Elsewhere £8.50. per cassette)
(All overseas payments in Sterling by 1 MO or cheque drawn on a British bank, please)

Orders and enquiries to NEPTUNE TAPES (NN), 521 Meanwood Road, LEEDS. LS6 4AW.

Warren & Son (Property)Ltd.
THE COMPLETE MANAGEMENT SERVICE
After many years experience providing
3 professional and caring management

service to Clergy owning properties
in the South West, we are pleased to
offer the same to Service personnel

owning or seeking quality properties.
As a family business we offer a friendly

personal service covering all aspects
of property management.

For details contact Rev E.A. Warren MBE
or G.D. Warren

01626 770217 (Tel & Fax)

GOLD WIRE BADGE CO
Gold Win Blazer Badges-all ships CWM
Framed me Badges (5*5). £12.00
White Gauntlets «9.<W
White Cotton Gloves Pair... e 3.50
Navy/Black Berets 0/e-S £7.00
Any Association Wire Beret Badge e 4.00
n.H * Naval Division Ties £8.55
Black Clip-on Ties r 4.50
UN Buttons: Large 11.60, Smell £ 1.50
Embroidered Garments
Summer Btousems, Black/Navy
RNA1RM/FMJFAA Asm £20.00
Navy blue V-neck Jumpers:
HNA/RM/FAA/FM Atsn CUM
White Pilot Shirts-
RNAJRH/RNPSAJFAAJFAA Assn £11.75
Sweatshirts Navy, Grey, FAA/FAA Assn .. C14.50
Screen Printed Sweatshirts-one otts,
all badges £1430
Bosuns call & Chain C12M
Extinct shipping line badges
(madetoorSuf. „... . C11.M

Officers Cap Badges £11.OO
Gold Sword Knot E23.OO
Leather Sword Belts E70.OO
Sword Bags E3O.OO

all prices Include P&P
11 rDalenead6rtvt,Sfaw,Oldham,lanes.OLS8TJ

Tel/Fax: 01706 846648
E-mail:- robrov@Hneone.net

Jtiew Photo's
from Old!

I Scratched * Ripped * Faded

Using a computerised
process, we can invisibly

repair your cherished
photographs without

damaging your original
image.

Repairs from: E19.99
Enlargements from: £6.00

Ouantom imaging
Jreepost TK207? (no stamp req>

PO$ox84. Eqham.
Surrey. TW208BR

43O6O7

TIES, BADGES &
PLAQUES
By Mail Order

SHIPS/SQUADRONS/
REGIMENTS/CLUB

HM Services and custom-made for Clubs,
Bands, Choirs, etc.

Blazer buttons, medals, ribbons &
sundries

Please send SAE for lists
THE HERALDIC CO. (GB) NN

Over Briar, Beech Well Lane, Edge
End, Coleford, Gtos. GL16 7HA

Tel/Fax: 01594 832200

PRINTED
brochur. EMBROIDERED

Couchebebe
POBoxS SVW4MORE

SOUTHAMPTON SO322UW

U-NEED-US at
LARGE SELECTION OF:-

PARTY POPPERS, STREAMERS, BALLOONS,
NOVELTIES, PARTY HATS, CRACKERS, PAPER/FOIL

DECORATIONS, TABLE STATIONARY ETC.
30 Arundel Street, Portsmouth PO1 1NW
Phone 01705 823013. Fax 01705 736943

B.F.P.O orders welcome (nil VAT) free price list available

Navy News Own Products
If you are not satisfied with one of our own products
sold through this paper, simply return it to us unused

within 14 days and we will replace it free of charge
or issue a full refund (including postage)

This guarantee does not affect your statutory rights.

Veterans MEDALS
Available!

Lost Your
MEDALS?

We can replace
them NOW!

Full Size & Mins
Mount For Wearing
Ribbons A Cap Badges

for ex-military & civilian
services;

MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL
GENERAL SERVICE CROSS
VOLUNTARY SERVICE MEDAL
SUEZ CANAL ZONE MEDAL
BRITISH ARMY OF THE RHINE MEDAL

SAE for Brochure/Application Forms/Replacement List

TOAD HALL MEDALS
(Dept NN). NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL8 1DH

Telephone 01752 872672 Fox 01752 872723

NAVY NEWS NOTICE TO READERS
The publishers of Navy News cannot accept responsibility for the accuracy of any advertisement or for any losses suffered by any

readers as a result. Readers are strongly recommended to make their own enquiries and seek appropriate commercial, legal
and financial advice before sending any money or entering Into any legally binding agreement.

NAUTICAL KNOT BOARDS
Your own picture or certificate featured

in this knot display.
Many other designs available

Send SAE for brochure
BRIAN JARRETT, AMNI

Tel/Fax 01322 227725
"Villa Rosa" Oakfield Lane, Wilmington.

Dartford, Kent DAI 2TE.

New Releases on Special Offer:
ACTION STATIONS
By Frank Gardner, who joined the
Royal Navy in March 1939, age 15.
Leaving HMS St. Vincent he served
in HMS Kashmir. In March 1941 the
Flotilla was operating in the Med.
The Kashmir was sunk off Crete.
The author joined HMS Jervis and
records his service during the grim
naval war. Leading Seaman Gardner
left Jervis in Nov 1943 and saw action
with Combined Ops on 'D Day' at
UTAH Beach. A narrative that lives
up to its title - ACTION STATIONS,
the well illustrated Memoirs of a
Small Ship Sailor. Price £10.95 plus
£1 p&p.

On Special Offer £9.95 inc p&p.
BJ & M Promotions Dept. N2

P O Box 966 Swindon
Wilts SN4 7TN

Tel/Fax 01793 641796
New authors invited to submit manuscripts.

REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES <N)
PO BOX 45

BECKENHAM
KENT

BR3 1GJ
Tel: 0181 3255193

Medals - full size and miniature,
mounted for wear.

Blazer badges, buttons, ties
and heraldic wall plaques

EMBROIDERED
BADGES

Ships crests. 6" 8" 12"
mbroidered Ties. Cummerbunds

and Cap Tallies. Printed
T-shirts • made to order

Ross Art Embroidery
7 Wall Road, Gwinear, Hayle.

Cornwall TR27 5HA.
Tel/Fax: 01736 850724

EMBROIDERED
Sweaters, Sweatshirts

Polo shirts, Badges
PRINTED

Teeshirts, Sweatshirts,
Badges, Coffee mugs

And lots more, all from one supplier
No artwork or setting up costs on majority of goods

High quality, competitive prices, prompt delivery.

BFPO tax-free service
Send for our new price Hat:

Reynold Sports
51/52, High Street, Lincoln, LN5 SAP

Tel: 01522 513333
Fax: 01522 530383

CAP TALLIES
ANY SHIP

— MANY IN STOCK
For comprehensive list please send SAE

SHIPS BADGES
SIUC/WKE SHIPS BADGES AND

TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS
SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES

i, HEED coutr, wncnu. cuff/, UKTOL
TEL/FAX: O1I79 327967

f i l
II
I!
Ill

the Pewteners
FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS

High quality pewter tankards,
hip flasks, goblets, plates and
much more. Engraved with
Ship's Crests, Badges and
Logos to your own designs.
Competitive prices.
Full colour brochure.
A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD
Tankard House, 25 leadmill Road. Sheffield SI 3JA
Tel 0114272 5676 & 0114 2754168 Fax 01142726651

WALL SHIELDS OF
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS

Hand painted on wooden base 6in x 7in
£22.80 + £1.40 UK Postage.

REDUCED PRICES given for orders of 6 or more
SPECIAL PRICES given for 10, 25, 50 and 100

CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN
(minimum 36)

Specialist experience over 85 years
C.H.MUNDAY LTD

Oxford House, 8 St Johns Road
St Johns, Woking, Surrey GU21 1SE

Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627

GREENBURGH'S
(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS)

WALL PLAQUES
HAND PAINTED ON OAK BASE ANY DESIGN

£22.95 + E1.30 UK POSTAGE
QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE

BADGES WIRE OR SILK, ANY DESIGN OR QUANTITY
TIES CLUB, REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS)

CAP TALLIES, BLAZER BUTTONS
Send SAE for quotes and price list

49 DEREK AVENUE, HOVE, SUSSEX
BN3 4PE. TEL: (01273) 416138

HMS RFA & RN A WALL SHIELDS
Handmade to order

6in x 7'/2

£18.99* inc UK postage
* add £1.45 for optional motto/title scroll
Up to 40% discount with quantity orders

C&A BEHARRELL
187, Victoria Avenue, Hull, HUS 3EF

Tel/Fax: 01482 213398
Please send SAE for Brochure

LOST MEDALS
REPLACED IN RECORD TIME

FULL SIZE & MINIATURE
3 DAY MOUNTING SERVICE

WRITE OK PHONE FOR QUOTATION

RAYMOND D. HOLDICH
Trafalgar Square Collectors Centre

7 Whitcomb Street
London WC2H 7HA
TEL 0171-930 1979
FAX 0171-930 1152

PhotoGraph
To
.Oil Painting

Capture your Naval Career
in Oils

A photograph of yourself in uniform
or your ship can be transformed into

a beautiful oil painting.
Perfect Gift for a loved one.

Full Details:
ISA, Walliscote Grove Road,

Weston-Super-Mare
Somerset. BS23 4UJ.

Quote NN for 10% Discount.

PURE NOSTALGIA
Own an individually hand-built
waterline presentation model of your
ship, perhaps long gone but never
forgotten. Any H.M. vessel or R.F.A.
from 1920 onwards, in various sizes.

Contact for further details:
Ron Hughes,

Model Shipwright,
Feldemore, Bacton, Stowmarket

Suffolk, IP14 4LF
01449781741
Companion of the

Royal Institution of Naval Architects

GET
PROMOTION!

T-Shlrts, Sweatshirts, Polos,
Rugby Shirts, Hooded Tops,
Singlets,
Baseball Hats, Ties,
Embroidered
Badges and Jumpers'
Pennants, Mugs,
Sports Bags and Holdalls,
Jog/Track Suits & Shell Suits

AS PROMOTIONS
12, Avenue Industrial Estate,
Justin Road. London. E4 8SU

Telephone 0181-523 3283
Fax 0181-531 7298

WORCESTERSHIRE
MEDAL SERVICE LTD
Full size and miniature medals supplied
and mounted for wear or display. Send

for a full list of miniature medals,
emblems, clasps, etc. SAE appreciated
147-149 Golden Cross Lane, Catshill

Bromsgrove, Worcs. B61 OLG
Telephone 01527 835375

AccessArisa welcome
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At Your Service
Over to You

HMS Glorious, Ardent, Acasta: Would
survivors and relatives of those killed in
action on June 8 1940 please contact Gerard
Salt, 18, Abbey Fields, Wistaston, Cheshire
CW2 8HJ, tel 01270 652252.

Thomas Cusack: Thomas's great-
nephew Brian Forristal is trying to gather
information on his RN career. Thomas was
born in Waterford City in 1898, and died 20
years ago. During the last war he served in
HMS Lowestoft and HMS Valiant If anyone
who served with Thomas can help, please
contact Brian at 7, Glen Terrace, Waterford
City, Ireland, tel 051 79849.

HMS St Vincent (1927-68) Association:
For further information about membership
please contact the Membership Secretary
Mike O'Leary, 322 Lauderdale Tower,
Lauderdale Place, Barbican, London EC2Y
8NA, tel/fax 0171 628 1473, e-mail
106373.321 ©CompuServe.com.

National Maritime Museum of Ireland:
Cdr Sam Hawkins, RNR (rtd) recently visited
this museum in the Mariners' Church at Dun
Laoghaire. The museum is collecting ships'
badges of Irish-named HM ships, and if any-
one would like to donate one, the address is
the National Maritime Museum of Ireland,
Haigh Terrace, Dun Laoghaire, Co Dublin,
Ireland.

North Shield Squadron: The John
Wayne Cancer Institute in California is study-
ing the genetics of a Belize-based family with
Paget's disease, and they have traced details
back as far as a man named William Leslie,
form Scotland. He was said to be the captain
of the barque Hopewell, and a commander in
the Northshield Regiment. He died in 1843 in
Belize. If anyone can provide information on
the barque Hopewell, the Northshield
Regiment or the North Shield Squadron of
Navy ships, please contact Allie Coronis on
310 582 7117 (calls will be returned immedi-
ately), fax on 310 449 5259, or e-mail at
fsinger@ucla.edu.

HMS Wlshart and Wrestler: Robert
Hodgkinson is seeking any information on
these World War II destroyers, and particu-
larly on the incidents of May 2, 1942, when
the ships finished off U-74 in the
Mediterranean after his father's Gibraltar-
based Catalina flying boat had depth-
charged it. Contact Robert at 119, Parker
Drive, Prince George, BC, V2M 4S7,
Canada.

HMS Fidelity: Genuine researcher seeks
information from ex-officers and crew of this
0-Ship who served with Supply Assistant ,
later AB, James Millar between July 1941
and December 1942. Also seeking photos,
documents or correspondence, and copy of
the hardback book HMS Fidelity by Marcel
Julian. Contact G.G. Millar, •White Gables",
Arncroach, nr Anstruther, Fife KY10 2RQ, tel
01333 720260.

HMS Dutverton, November 1942: If any-
one has a photograph of this destroyer,
Bletchley Park Museum would like to hear
from them as they are anxious to add a copy
of such a picture to the display on the joint
attack carried out with HMS Petard. Contact
John Gallehawk at the Museum, Bletchley
Park, Milton Keynes MK3 6EF, or telephone
on 01908 640404 or 0181 842 3278.

Calling Old Shipmates

REUNIONS at SEA!
'Up Spirits'

Your next AGM/Reunion at sea on
a 3 day Mini Cruise to Spain from

£85p.p.
which includes berth in cabin.

Silver Service Dinner with wine,
and all the facilities of a five star

ship.
Details from

Harry Mitchell Seaunions
01705 830158

PO Box 86
Southsea. Hants. PO5 3JB

Moorlands WRNS' Quarters, Havant:
Mr G. Maidment is researching the history of
this building, which now houses Havant
Museum, but was used as a wartime WRNS
quarters; he would like to hear from anyone
billeted there. There will be a small exhibition
on its history from October 7-11. Contact Mr
Maidment, Senior Museum Assistant, Havant
Museum, 56, East St, Havant, Hants PO9
1BS, tel 01705 451155.

Sidney Morrison: Sidney's granddaugh-
ter is seeking naval pals of the stoker, who
served in HMS Calcutta, Cardiff, Pembroke,
Foxhound and Achilles, and was killed in
HMS Whirlwind in 1940. He married Gladys,
nee Field, originally from Gosport, last known
address 56, Ordnance St or 123, Pagett St,
Chatham, Kent. Any information on them and
their children gratefully received on 01247
821574.

Cheltenham Sea Cadet Unit is compiling
a Roll of Honour for ex-cadets who have
entered the Royal Navy or Royal Marines
since the unit was formed in 1939. Ex-cadets
can contact the Commanding Officer,
Cheltenham Sea Cadet Unit, Stoneville St,
Cheltenham, Glos GL53 8PH.

HMS Codrlngton, June 12-13, 1940:
This vessel was the flotilla leader of a team of
six British and two Canadian destroyers
which took off some of the remnants of the
BEF from Le Havre and conveyed them to
Cherbourg - can anyone tell Mr L. Harris the
names of the British destroyers involved in
this action? Replies to Mr Harris at 17,
Chichester Rd, Tilehurst, Reading RG30
4XN, tel 0118 942 1562.

CPO E. Purchase, 299457: A Stoker,
believed to have served on the 1896-1926
HMS Dido and in the Great War. Would any
living relative please ring the RN Careers
Office in Essex on 01245 355134 to discuss
the return of his medals.

CPO T.C. Wormleighton: Roy Sheldrake
bought a clock at auction in Gretna Green in
1995. A brass plate on the clock states:
"Presented to TC. Wormleighton CPO by
Captain and Ship's Company, HMS
Sturgeon, April 17, 1922", and on the back
"From Hoetler and Co, 45 Marlborough
Street, Davenport, March 25, 1922." Mr
Sheldrake wonders why such a presentation
was made. Any information on the clock, the
man or his family would be welcomed at 7,
Ramin Park, Drumahoe, Londonderry, N.
Ireland BT47 3RZ.

James Johns: Mr R. Chalwin is hoping to
trace descendants of J.W.S. Johns, born in
Co. Durham in 1887, moved to Cornwall
1901, married Nellie Cottle in 1909, at which
time he was serving in HM Submarine C24.
Brothers and sisters were John Henry Arthur,
Edward Edwin Gordon, Ada Jane and Albert.
Please write to 4, Sycamore Close, Shipham,
Winscombe, Somerset BS25 1TY, or tele-
phone 01934 842653.

SS Umvuma: Mrs T. Duxbury is seeking
any information or survivors from this ship,
torpedoed off Mauritius by German U-boat in
August 1943 - her brother was on board
when it was attacked. Contact Mrs Duxbury,
nee Quinn, at 30, Charnwood Rd, Huyton,
Liverpool L36 2NU, tel 0151 289 2681.

HMS Spartan: Sunk Anzio, January 29,
1944 - possible book. Please help with mem-
ories, thoughts, info. Contact Pat Smith on
01277 225342, c/o 27, Gerrard Cres,
Brentwood, Essex CM14 4JU - she is niece
of the late W.B. Smith PO Radio Mechanic.

Splthead Royal Review 1953: Mr Percy
Scott would appreciate copies of press cut-
tings, photos and any other information about
the Royal Review at Spithead. He was on
board the midshipman training ship INS Tir.

iim at 2, Woolfield Cres, Kerrempsey,Contact him at 2,
NSW 2440, Australia.

Ship's leaflets: Michael Sanchez collects
RN information leaflets, and is seeking
leaflets or 'Welcome Aboard' pamphlets for
HMS Intrepid and the following classes: Type
42 destroyers, Type 21 frigates, Leander-
class frigates, Rothesay-class frigates,
Tribal-class frigates and Country-class
destroyers. Write to Michael at PO Box 455,
Gibraltar.

Royal Navy and French Navy: Author
Anthony Clayton is researching the relation-

tax free for export
or tax paid return to Britain

SCE
UK MAZDA HOTLINE

01367241225
or write: SCE Ltd PO Box 177 Faringdon Oxon SN7 7EW

THE TRECARN HOTEL
Babbacombe, Torquay

The Naval Reunion Specialist
2 nights DBB £55.00 pp. 3 nights DBB £75.50 pp

(prices include Banquet meal)

We have over many years been associated with the Royal Navy, holding Reunions for:
HMS EXETER, HMS SHEFFEILO, HMS NEWFOUNDLAND, HMSTENBY,

HMSARETHUSA, HMS CUMBERLAND, and the TON CLASS ASSOCIATION.

The Trecarn has 136 En-Suite bedrooms with colour TV, tea making facilities, and can
accommodate up to 250 Guests, The hotel has a large Dining Room that can hold up to
300 Guests, as well as two spacious Ballrooms and Bar areas, ideal for any association

regardless of its nrtembership size.

STOP PRESS !!! After last year's successful Naval Reunion "Showcase", held for
Organisers of Reunions, we are repeating the weekend on January 23th-26th 1998.

For Information please Contact:
BRYAN PITMAN- GENERAL MANAGER. TEL 01803329292

ship between the two navies in the period
1919-1939. and would be grateful for any rec-
ollections, records etc. Contact Dr A. Clayton,
CSRC, RMA Sandhurst, Camberley, Surrey
GU154PQ.

HMS Jervis Bay: Mr F. llderton recalls
returning to base at Queensborough after an
evening out during World War II, and hearing
sailors in a pub sing a moving song about the
armed merchant cruiser HMS Jervis Bay.
Does anyone know the actual words of this
song? Contact Mr llderton at 17, Sabina Rd,
Chadwell St Mary, Grays, Essex RM16 4PJ.

Camouflage: Alan Raven would like to
hear from anyone who served in any vessel
of the Home Fleet in 1940 as to the colour
and/or camouflage that their ship may have
worn. Contact Mr Raven at 35, Arthur Ave,
Lynbrook, NY 11563, USA.

The Laughing Cavalier: Does anyone
have a spare copy of The Laughing Cavalier
1970-72, the end of an era? Ex-CPO Fred
'Slinger' Woods left the ship before he could
collect his copy of the end-of-commission
book, and never received one. Contact him at
62 Leng Cres, Eaton. Norwich, Norfolk NR4
7NY, tel 01603 453268.

Johnny King: Eddie Cartwright is
researching a book on the life and career of
late, great British bantamweight boxing
champion Johnny King, who served in the
Royal Navy and survived the sinking of HMS
Prince ol Wales. Any shipmates or oppos with
stories or anecdotes about Johnny are asked
to contact Mr Cartwright at 27, Baywood St,
Harpurhey, Manchester M9 5XJ, tel 0161 205
9107.

Barbara Austin: Mrs Mary Windle, wife of
ex-CPOWTR J. Windle, wants to trace
Barbara, wife of ex RPO Bunny Austin, last
known when he was based at HMS Tamar,
Hong Kong, in 1972. They emigrated to
Alabama, USA, from Chatham in the late
1970s, when he had completed 22 years' ser-
vice with the RN. Contact Mrs Windle at 10,
Gleneagles Ave, Glenrothes. Fife KY6 2QA.
tel 01592 756314.

Junkers bomber crash: Early on April
18, 1944, a lone Junkers Ju188 was brought
down by RAF Typhoons and AA fire, and it
crashed near Exbury House in Hampshire,
which at that time was HMS Mastodon. John
Stanley would like to hear personal accounts
of that crash, or who attended the crash
scene or treated any of the survivors, who
died soon after. Contact him at 179, New
Barn Lane, Prestbury, Cheltenham, Glos
GL52 3LH. tel 01242 520456.

HMS Staffa's flag: During World War II
the town of Leiston in Suffolk adopted HMS
Staffa. and at the end of the war the ship's
commanding officer visited the former
Leiston-cum-Sizewell Urban District Council
to present a number of items, including a flag.
There have been approaches in the past to
the new district council seeking the return of
the flag, which could not be found. But now a
4ft by 5ft 9in Hag, faded blue, with a Union
Jack quarter has been found at the offices,
and the council would like to pass it on to a
Staffa contact for safekeeping. Contact Town
Clerk David Gooderham at the Council
Chambers, Main Street, Leiston, Suffolk IP16
4ER, tel 01728 830388.

Naval memorial: Midshipman Charles
Slade Moorman, an ancestor of Robert
Moorman, was mortally injured at the Battle
of Camperdown on October 11, 1797. while
serving in HMS Monarch. He was buried with
full honours of war at Minster Church, on the
Isle of Sheppey, on October 23. and a memo-
rial was erected by his brother officers. The
memorial was removed from the church in
the late 1950s, and possibly moved to
Chatham Dockyard, but Robert can find no
record of where it is today. If anyone can help
locate it. or recalls having seen it, contact
Robert at 24. Braemar Road, Gosport, Hants
PO13 OYA, tel 01705 287774.

HMS Neptune: Eric Franks' brother-in-law
was serving in HMS Neptune which was
sunk off Tripoli on December 9, 1941. after
hitting mines. He would like to hear from any
survivors of the ship, or anyone with any
knowledge of the incident. Contact him at 4,
Audley Rd, Alsager, Stoke on Trent ST7 2QL,
tel 01270 873483, fax 01270 882466.

C. Knutten's medal: Mr E. Craske has
coma across a World War I Royal Navy
medal, bearing an inscriptioon on the edge
which includes the name C Knutten and
details of rank and port division. If anyone
wants further details, contact Mr Craske at
Flat 17, Trinity Court, Albion St, Crowland,
Peterborough PE6 OEA.

Missing book: Ronald "Dixie" Dean was
reading a book, given him as a prize, in his
hammock while serving in HMS Eagle 1952-
54. He fell asleep, and the book disappeared.
Now he would like it back - condition imma-
terial. The book was called The Baltic Spy by
C. Oman, and it had his name and the date
on the flyleaf. His hammock was slung on 4
Deck, starboard side, bulkhead no 123.
Contact him at 64, Huntingdon Rd. Upwood,
Huntingdon, Cambs PE17 1QQ. tel 01487
711203.

HM ships Breda, St Helena, Miltord:
Does anyone have a photo of HMS Breda in
'war guise' or any information about HMS
Milford or HMS St Helena? If so, please con-
tact Mr. M. Garland at 27, Skipton Drive. Little
Sutton, South Wirral L66 4SP, or phone 0151
339 5374.

POSTD A. Burcheall: Bob Wiltshire is
compiling a family history, and is seeking
information on POSTD Burcheall. who joined
the RN in 1933 and drowned in Rio de
Janeiro on November 2. 1952, while his ship,
HMS Snipe, was visiting Brazil. He also pos-
sibly served in a King George V battleship
class. If anyone can provide any further infor-
mation, please contact Bob at 8, Yardley Rd,
Cosgrove, Northants MK19 7JF.

Destroyer and Escort Group funnel
markings: Mr R. Groves thanks all who have
so far provided him with info on destroyer
flotilla funnel markings, but still needs to
know the markings ol the 23rd Flotilla (S-
class), 24th (T-class) and 27th (W-class), also
any info on escort groups. Please write to Mr
Groves at Battramsley House, Southampton
Rd, Boldre. Lymington. Hants S041 8ND.

RCL Arezzo: D. Carter is building a model
of a landing craft, the Ramped Craft Logistic
(RCL) Arezzo. built lor service in March 1987
and operated by the Marine Division of the
Royal Corps ol Transport from their base at
Marchwood Does anyone have any books or
magazines which might give details of ser-
vice history, or photographs showing its
colour scheme? Contact Mr carter at 46.
Brackenhurs) Rd. Coundgn, Coventry CV6
2DR.

HM Submarine Warsplte 1969-75: Any
old crewmates going to Dolphin reunion in
October, especially 'stokers', please contact
Alan Wait on 01323 892201 after 8pm.

HMSFIsgard, May 1954: Series 21
Artificer Apprentices, joined HMS Fisgard
May 10, 1954 - anyone interested in a class
reunion? Contact Colin Smith at 7, Slindon
Gdns, Havant, Hants PO9 1HT, or Geoff
(Jan) Grigg, 10, Culver Close, Crownhill,
Plymouth, Devon PL6 5NL, tel/fax 01752
769580, e-mail GGrigg1@AOL.com.

266 Kings Squad passed for duty on
October 9, 1937 - 60 years ago. I wonder
how many of us there are left? Ken York
would be pleased to hear from any old squad
mates; telephone 01223 811367.

HMS Shlppigan: An unnamed stoker of
this World War II Bangor-class minesweeper
of the 16th Flotilla is seeking old shipmates.
He went on to work on Fleetwood trawlers,
and now lives at 6A, Tango Place,
Henderson, Auckland, New Zealand.

HMS Anson Association is still looking
to increase membership. Phone Fred on
01438 233074 or write to Ken Whiterod at 3,
Deniston Ave, Bexley, Kent DAS 3HL

The new HMS Sparrow Association is
looking for anyone who ever served in her,
any commission. Quite a few have already
joined. Full details from John 'Lofty' Draper,
"Aysgarth", Cross Lane, Bexley, Kent DA5
1 HZ, tel 01322 523438.

HMS Submarine Ultimatum (P34) in
Mediterranean 1943-44: Recent reunion with
Captain Kett, Lew Armstrong, Les Hewitt and
Ian Stewart was a big success - they are now
seeking others of the crew. Contact Jim
Wade on 01509 230050.

Jack Hlder would like to hear from any-
one who served with him in HMS
Transylvania, to send them a copy of the
story he has written about his life with the
ship, and also anyone who served with him in
HMS Pearl and HMS Hartland Point. Contact
Jack at 30, Orchard Ave, Brantford, Ontario,
Canada N3R 4X6, tel 519 753 5004.

HMS Loch Fada, all commissions:
Anyone who served between 1944 and 1967
interested in a reunion should contact Bob
'Bogey' Harris at 12, Alandale Rd, Sholing,
Southampton SO19 1DG, tel 01703 391848.

HMS Penelope: Those serving May 10,
1982 to Jury 1,1982 are asked to contact ex-
POMEM Ron Thomas about a possible
reunion next year; telephone 01454 614051
or write to 13, The Avenue, Patchway
Common, Bristol BS12 6BD.

Bounty Boys: Were you an ex-Sea Cadet
Comms who volunteered for the RN during
World War II? Join the Association - contact
Hon Sec Jack Brown at 115, Eversleigh Rd,
London SW11 5UY, tel 0171 228 7237.

Defence NBC Centre Instructors: The
Defence NBC Centre at Winterbourne
Gunner is holding a reunion of all past
instructors in May next year. Two are proving
elusive - CPO A.J. Horn, last known of at
HMS Nelson, and CPO D.G. Twist, last seen
in SwanseaContact CPO J. Wood at the

Defence NBC Centre, Winterbourne Gunner,
Salisbury, Wilts SP4 OES, tel 01722 436223.

HMS Eagle 1963-66: Would any mem-
bers of 4Qzo Mess during this period contact
Tony Roberts with a view to a possible
reunion. Contact Tony at 47, Bendon Way,
Rainham, Kent ME8 OEW, tel 01634 361549.

HMS Striker LST3516: Ted Owen would
like to hear from shipmates Brum Harverson,
Gary Grant, Redpole Parker, Harry Apleton
and many others with a view to a get-togeth-
er. Phone evenings on 01869 324511 or write
to 14, Falcon Mead, Langford Village,
Bicester, Oxon OX6 OYU.

HMS Tlree, craw of 1955-56 are invited
to contact "the Buffer", Lofty Oliver and Mrs
Kath Oliver, with a view to a reunion. Write to
40, Wayne Rd, Parkstone, Poole, Dorset
BH12 3LF, or ring 01202 730598.

Michael Stafford (Jan): Served HMS
Cutlass Gunners Yeoman June 1, 1973 to
November 1974, would like to trace ship-
mates for 50th birthday in January 1998.
Calls to Veronica on 01761 435161.

LCT138: Ex-AB Fred Adams HO (ex-
Rhodesian), Box 161, Kadoma, Zimbabwe,
would be pleased to hear from old shipmates
to communicate on incidents that happened
during the voyage from Castelrosso Island to
Famagusta in Nov/Dec 1943 which he would
like to include in his memoirs.

HMS Constance 1945-51 Association is
seeking G.R. Sims AB, Doc Whybrow and all
who served during this period to join. Please
call Ernie on 01529 413410.

HMS Unicom Association is seeking
"Flash* Loe from Bamsley, Pete Vaughn,
Norman Treece, Jim Preece, Doubleday, all
Brummies, from 36 Mess 1950. Also Jan
Medland, Buckfastleigh, Taff Griffiths,
Wrexham, Pete Lamboume, Otley, Rowe,
Torquay, Boy Brookes, Dudley, Taff Jope,
Shiner Wright, Brummie Abiss, Walker-
Catchpole for Nick Nichols. Ring 01992
647963, 0151 7339131 or 01442 255821.

HMS Ganges, 11 Mess, Colllngwood
Division 1942-43: Any old messmates still

Reunions
OCTOBER

The Survey Ships Association reunion
is on October 25 at the King Charles Hotel,
Gilllngham. For info on membership send
SAE to trie secretary, SSA, The Elms, 48,
Victoria Road South, Southsea, Hampshire
PO5 2BT, or telephone 01705 823924.

HMS Bruce: HMS Bruce register will hold
the third reunion and AGM at the
Ambassador Hotel, Scarborough, on October
26-28. For details of membership ring 'Bruce'
Morris on 0121 3829837.

Westkapelle: Support Squadron Eastern
Flank unveiling of memorial Westkapelle
Walcheren on October 31. Former crews and
next of kin of Landing Craft Headquarters,
Landing Craft Support and Landing Craft
Rocket who fought at Westkapelle on
November 1,1944, please contact Charles J.
Brown, 63, Wells Rd, Walsingham, Norfolk
NR22 6DX, tel 01328 820799.

around and interested in a possible get-
together? Call 0181 529 7750 or write to
Charles Hitchcock, 28, Valance Ave,
Chingford, London E4 6DR.

HMS Ganges Association: The Fulham
and Chelsea Division of the HMS Ganges
Association has changed venue. Meetings
are now held at the RNA Club, 137, Batter-sea
High St, London SW11 1SS, and are now
held on the third Thursday of every month.
Details from Dave Carr, on 0181 788 2870.

HMS St George: Mr P. Miller would like to
contact Classes 771 and 772 who joined the
Navy on March 13 and March 20,1947, at St
George's in Gosport - he is hoping to see a
get-together after 50 years. Contact him at
36, Summerfield Rd, West Wittering, Sussex
PO20 SLY, tel 01243 513072.

HMS Cumberland Association: A hearty
welcome awaits all ex-Cumberlanders.
Newsletters, memorabilia, members' lists and
reunions are all on offer. Full details from
John Draper, "Aysgarth", Cross Lane, Bexley,
Kent DAS 1HZ, telephone 01322 523438.

JME G. Adams (1961): Ian Smart is hop-
ing to trace an old shipmate of his, known as
Ads Adams, who joined HMS Ganges in
January 1961; both were in Duncan Division,
under Lt Gowan. Ads was a boxer, and pos-
sibly a Londoner. Other names that come to
mind are Stacey, Femley, Scobie, Hansen
and Woodcock. Ads, possibly Graham, left
the Navy in 1972. Contact Ian at 215, Archer
Rd, Stevenage, Herts, tel 01438 233401.

HMS Ceylon 1958-59 commission:
Calling Tommy Dentith, -Millie* Miles, Jerry
Myers or any other shipmates from the
hangar deck messes for a possible get-
together in 1998. Contact Dave Whitfield at
88, The Crofts, Silloth, Cumbria CAS 4HA.

HMS Ganges 1938-39: Hawke Division,
47 Mess Classes 283-4, Instructors Sparkes
and Crawford. Any "survivors" from these V/S
and WH' Classes still about? Any information
to ex-CCY C.R. Tug Wilson, 168, Avon Road,
Chelmsford, CM1 2LD.

The Green Beret Association: Grand
Reunion meeting to be held in the RBL Club,
Deal, on Friday, October 31. Details from
John Beech on 01843 581894.

HMS Illustrious Association: Reunion
weekend will be held at the Grand Hotel, The
Hoe, Plymouth, from Friday, October 31 to
Monday, November 3. The AGM will take
place on Saturday at 10.30am. Details from
Colin Pickford, Moss Cottage, Ashboume
Lane, Chapel-en-le-Frith, High Peak,
Derbyshire SK23 OPA, tel 01298 814472.

NOVEMBER
EW Branch reunion for all serving and ex-

(EW) Branch senior rates/SD(EW) officials,
will be held on November 29 at HMS Dryad,
Southwick, nr Portsmouth. Contact
CPO(EW) Wallace at HMS Dryad, EW
Section, Lewin Building, Southwick,
Fareham, Hants, tel 01705 284517.

AIRCRAFT OF THE ROYAL NAVY No 12

i The Skua was the Royal Navy's first operational monoplane.

Blackburn Skua
ALTHOUGH the Blackburn Skua was in
front-line service for a relatively short
time - and with only three squadrons - it
has its place in the history of the Fleet Air
Arm.

The Skua was the Royal Navy's first opera-
tional monoplane, and the first British aircraft
specifically designed as a dive-bomber to
enter service.

Equipping HMS Ark Royal at the outbreak of
war, the type scored an early success when a
Skua became the first FAA aircraft to open
accounts with the Luftwaffe by shooting down
a Dornier Do 18 flying boat off Norway on
September 25,1939.

More notably, 15 Skuas of 800 and 803
Squadrons sank the German cruiser
Koenigsberg in Bergen Fjord, Norway in April
1940; and during the Dunkirk evacuation 801
Squadron Skuas operated from RAF Detling on
bombing and fighter sorties, the Skua's
respectable forward armament of four

Browning machine-guns affording it some
extent of flexibility in its role.

The aircraft were also in action during the ill-
conceived Dakar operation in the following
September, during which they bombed the
Vichy French battleship Richelieu.

By May the following year the obsolete
Skuas had been replaced in front-line service
by more potent Fulmars and Sea Hurricanes,
although they continued in service for several
years as target tugs.

The two-seat Skua was of all-metal stressed
skin construction and powered by a Bristol
Perseus XII engine producing 890hp. Top
speed was 225mph at 6,500ft, initial climb rate
was 1,580ft a min., range was 760 miles and
service ceiling 19,100ft.

Besides an armament of four machine guns
in the wings, the observer/gunner was armed
with a Lewis gun for rear defence. One SOOIb
bomb was carried beneath the fuselage and
there were racks for eight 30lb practice bombs
under the wings.
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INJURED SAILOR'S THANKS TO RNA

'THEY TOOK
A SAD SONG
AND MADE
IT HAPPY'

A MOVING letter of appreciation to shipmates of No.6 Area and the RNA in gen-
eral has been sent to Navy News by Paul (Tug) Wilson, the sailor who suffered a
paralysing injury in a fall during a mast manning display two years ago.

PICTURE PUZZLE

MYSTERY PICTURE 32

Name...

Address.

My answer.

WINNER of the Navy
News Picture Puzzle com-
petition in our August
issue is Mr. C. Summer of
Alton, Hants.

He identified the crashed
aircraft as a Supermarine
Attacker and correctly
answered that the type was
the first jet to be standardised
in service with the Fleet Air
Arm's front-line squadrons.

Mr Summer's reply was
chosen at random, and he
receives our cash prize of
£25. We offer a further prize
for a correct solution to this
month's puzzle. With what
name did this ship start her
career - and with what name
did she end it?

Complete the coupon and send
it to Mystery Picture, Navy News,
HMS Nelson, Portsmouth PO1
3HH.

Coupons giving correct
answers will go into a prize draw
to establish a single winner.
Closing date for entries is
November 15. More than one
entry can be submitted, but pho-
tocopies cannot be accepted.

Do not include anything else in
your envelope: no correspon-
dence can be entered Into and no
entry returned. The winner will be
announced in our December edi-
tion. The competition is not open
to Navy News employees or their
families.

TUg was 'adopted' by No.6
Area and became a member of
Luton & Dunstable branch. We
publish his letter in full:

"As I am sure you are all aware,
in September 1995 I sustained a
spinal cord injury which has subse-
quently left me wheelchair-bound.
If there is such a thing as fate, and I
was supposed to have my accident,
somebody up there must have been
smiling on me. Firstly, it only hap-
pened one mile from Stoke
Mandeville Hospital; secondly -
which proved just as important - I
came down to earth in Area 6.

"Now I am sure after meeting
other members of the RNA from
all over the country, the help and
support I received would have been
the same - but as it was Area 6 that
I landed in, I cannot help but sing
their praise.

Stormy waters
"From Day One, even though I

did not know it at the time, the
wheels were starting to turn to help,
not just me but also my family,
through the stormy waters that lay
ahead.

"To go from an all-singing,
all-dancing matelot one
minute, to a young man
severely disabled, is a hard
pill to swallow as you can
imagine. For my family, their
son and brother would no
longer be the same.
We all needed a shoulder to cry

on from time to time, and someone
to talk to. This is where the ship-
mates of Area 6 played their part in
helping, not only me but everyone
around me, to pick ourselves up
and smile once again.

"The friendship, support and
encouragement I got during a long
six months in hospital was more
than enough - but not for the ship-
mates in the Area. They set up a
collection for me and during the
last 18 months, all sorts of fund-
raising events were carried out. The

Remember The
Good Old Navv

Branch News
St Helens

Members of the branch who
served on convoys to Russia during
World War II and suffered great
hardship gave a party for a group
of Russian children from
Chernobyl who were visiting the
area.

The children departed laden
with gifts - including many items of
clothing - presented by the Mayor.

Welshpool

• Tug Wilson - 'RNA gave me
back part of my life.'

end result of everyone's efforts was
a collection of £7,150.

"To say I was surprised would be
an understatement. This money has
enabled me to get a multi-gym, a
new sports wheelchair, and a bicy-
cle connection for my current
wheelchair. In effect the RNA has
given me back part of my life - the
ability to once again take part in
sport.

"I cannot say thank you enough
times to my shipmates in Area 6.
No one will ever realise what they
have done for me and how much I
appreciate the support given to my
family, especially my father. They
took a sad song and made it happy.

"As I have said to many people,
the RNA is a credit to the Navy,
and its shipmates a credit to the
RNA. The shipmates of Area 6
have done you all proud, and may I
be the first one to pat them on the
back."

After a six-year interval the
branch was recommissioned by
Shipmate Roy Wood, National
Council member for No.7 Area. It
now has 24 members who meet at
Westwood Park Hotel, Salop Road
at 2000 on the first Wednesday of
each month. For details contact the
branch secretary, Shipmate Chris
Whitehouse, on 01938 810789.

Redruth &Camborne
Members held an evening of

music and song at the POs Mess,
RN air station Culdrose to mark
the branch's 50th anniversary. The
branch's stall at the establishment's
Air Days racted many visitors
and enquuics resulting in many
happy encounters with former
shipmates and friends.

Carlisle & District
To mark the branch's 50th

anniversary, its standard was
blessed at evensong in Carlisle
Cathedral by the Dean, the Very
Rev. H. E. C. Stapleton.

The standard bearer, Shipmate
Rowland Fleming, was escorted by
the vice chairman, Shipmate John
Winter, and by Shipmate Fred
Smith. The lesson was read by
Shipmate John Montgomery, the
buglers of TS Vanguard sounding
the Last Post and Reveille.

At the reception which followed,
the Mayor of Carlisle presented
Shipmate Angus Steele with a
medal and citation awarded by the
Republic of Greece for his wartime
service. After the presentation,
'Up Spirits' was piped.

• Shipmate ahoy! - Crosby Chairman Dave Palmer (left) and vice
chairman Claude Harden at the wheel of the replica of Capt
Cook's ship, HM Bark Endeavour, after spending two weekends
as volunteer guides, helping to show thousands of visitors over
the ship when she berthed at Liverpool.

Aberdeen
Shipmates had a busy time dur-

ing the visit to Aberdeen of the Tall
Ships - an event which attracted
hundreds of visitors and a large
contingent of Sea Cadets from
Inverness, Dundee, Newcastle,
South Shields and Northern
Ireland.

The cadets, who took part in
many events, and put on a daily
field gun display, were catered for
in the evening by the branch, which
organised a barbecue for them at
Cadet HQ. The branch also
manned a stall on the jetty which
raised £350 for charity.

Crawley
Members took part in several

parades in the summer, including
two to mark 50th anniversaries -
one of Crawley New Town and the

other of Lowfield branch of the
Royal British Legion, ending with a
buffet reception and social
evening.

Members paraded again for the
third time in a month at a Sea
Sunday service held at Lowfield
Heath church.

Tenbury Wells
Though Tenbury is far from the

sea and a small town with a popu-
lation of just 2,000, the response to
the branch's street collection
raised £400 - £250 for the branch
welfare fund and the rest being
divided between the Royal Naval
Benevolent Trust and King
George's Fund for Sailors.

Dereham
A bursary has been established

by members in honour of the late
Shipmate Tom Deeks - a driving

force in the branch for many years
- and to mark the branch's 40th
anniversary. As a result £500 was
raised for TS Lord Nelson, the
Norwich Sea Cadet unit.

The money, which will be used
for sea training on board the sail
training ship TS Royalist, was pre-
sented by the branch's Sea Cadet
liaison officer, Shipmate Ron
Copping.

Cambridge
The bell of the River-class

frigate HMS Cam is now displayed
at branch HQ. It was discovered in
a Ramsgate pub by Shipmate Doug
Newell who served in the Cam as a
leading torpedo operator.

Taunton
Thanks to the town's motorway

services management, members
were permitted to make a collec-
tion which raised £600 for chari-
ties, including the local Sea Cadet
unit. The branch's monthly raffle
raised £50 for the KGFS Year of
the Seafarer.

Cowbridge
Sea Cadets provided a guard of

honour at a gala social in honour of
founder member and secretary
Shipmate Ian Lewis, and his wife
Bronwen, who have both made a
great contribution to the branch.
Ian was awarded life membership
and Bronwen received a certificate
of appreciation.

Hinckley
Watched by over 140 shipmates

and wives, the final of No.8 Area's
first Uckers competition was won
by Hinckley, with Telford as run-
ners-up. The event was held at the
Royal British Legion Club, Shard
End, Birmingham.

Canada visit by
NC chairman

Framed Photographs
11 UMffli

FREE BROCHURE

Wright & Logan EST. ̂
20, Queen Stieet, Portsmouth. P01 3HL

TEL: 01705 829555 / FAX: 01705 861694

CHAIRMAN of the National
Council, Shipmate Fred
Chambers, received a warm
welcome when he visited
Vancouver Island branch white
on holiday in Canada with his
wife.

Members turned up in
strength to greet Fred and to
get an up-to-date briefing on

RNA activities across 'The
Pond'. He in turn was told
about the activities of the 68-
strong Vancouver branch.

The branch welcomes any
shipmates visiting the area -
such as Bob Woodford, of
Southend-on-Sea branch, who
called in with his wife while on
route to Hawaii.

12 MONTH GUARANTEE

BUILT IN UK

SHIPS PORTHOLE CLOCKS
IN HEAVY CAST BRASS

Ever/ clock and barometer is set in a heavy brass casing that has
been cast in solid brass and painstakingly machined and polished

to a beautiful finish. All products come with 5mm thick bevelled
glass. We can engrave ships name on dial, cost £5.

6in Porthole clock £71
6in Dial Porthole barometer £73
Sin Dial Porthole clock £64
Sin Dial Porthole barometer £66
3Viin Dial Porthole clock £51
3'/,in Dial Porthole barometer £53
3Viin Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £112
Sin Dial clock and barometer on mahogany plinth £138

Postage and packing, add £5 (UK) and £20 (overseas) to
Royal Mariner, Dept NN, B. Cooke & Son Ltd., Kingston Observatory,

58/59 Market Place, Hull HU1 1RH !••!

Jlelephono 01482223454/224412, Fax01482 219793 [010]

Mounted on a mahogany plinth £81
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £83
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £74
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £76
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £S7
Mounted on a mahogany plinth £59
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NoticeBoard
Promotions to Chief

ACTING CHARGE CHIEF ARTIFICER
AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore
Naval Drafting in September for the following
to be advanced to Acting Charge Chief
Artificer.

To ACCMEA: A.N.S. Tate (Vanguard
Port), A.J. Pollard (Sultan).

To ACCAEA: R.J. Gibbons (820 Sqn),
D.R. Struthers (771 SK5 SAR), P.E. Hodgson
(815 Sqn HO)

CHIEF PETTY OFFICER
AUTHORITY was issued by Commodore
Naval Drafting in September for the following
to be promoted to Chief Petty Officer.

OPERATIONS (SEAMAN GROUP)
To CPO(EW)(O) - M.A. Jones (PJHQ)

To CPO(SR) - R.A. McGovern (RN
Hydrog Schl).

Points
THE FOLLOWING list shows the total points
of the men and women at the top of each
advancement roster for Petty Officer and
Leading Rates in September.

Intermediaries (Int) indicates that person-
nel can be advanced before they are eligible
to receive merit points or before the roster
can be adjusted to take account of them.
This means that personnel are advanced in
basic date order. Dates shown against "int"
rosters are the basic dates of the top eligible
personnel. The lumber following the points
(or basic date) is the number advanced in
September.

CCMEAML - Int (13.1.97). Nil;
CCMEAEL - Dry, 1; CCMEAMLSM • Dry,
Nil; CCMEAELSM - Dry, 1; CCWEAADC-
Dry, Nil; CCWEAWDO • Dry, Nil;
CCWEAADCSM • Int (18.7.97). Nil;
CCWEAWDOSM • Int (18.7.97), Nil;
CCAEAM - 152 (1.9.95), 2; CCAEAR • 260
(1.5.94) 1; CCAEAWL - 385 (1.9.92), Nil.

PO(EW)(O) -337 (13.7.93), 1; LS(EW) -
130 (14.2.95), Nil; PO(M) - 112 (14.2.95),
Nil: LS(M) - Int (12.9.95), Nil; PO(R) - 428
(10.11.92), 1; LS(R) - 281 (13.7.93), Nil;
PO(S) - 130 (14.2.95), Nil; LS(S) - 415
(16.2.93), Nil; PO(D) - 637 (6.12.91), 1;
LS(D) - 704 (28.9.90), Nil; PO(MW)(O) - Int
(16.7.96), 4; LS(MW) - Int (10.9.96). 6;
PO(SR) - 340 (15.6.93), 2; LS(SR) - 281
(15.6.93), Nil; PO(SEA) - 571 (14.1.92) Nil.

POCY-489 (13.10.92), Nil; PORS - 569
(24.9.91), Nil; POCO - 183 (11.10.94), Nil;
LRO - 347 (8.6.93), 18, (See last paragraph);
POPT • 482 (13.10.92), Nil; RPO - 573
(10.3.92), Nil; POMEM(L)(GS) - Dry, 1;
LMEM(L)(GS) - Int (19.7.97), 9; POMEM-
(M)(GS) - 503 (1.7.92), 10; LMEM(M)(GS) -
297 (9.12.93), 9; POWEM(O) - 251 (4.1.94),
5; LWEM(O) - 159 (12.11.94), 6: POWEM-
(R)(GS) - 286 (2.11.93), Nil; LWEM(R)(GS) -
282(17.1.94), 7; POCA(GS) 621 (21.6.90),
Nil; LCH(GS) - 434 (27.9.92), Nil;
POSTD(GS) - 688 (28.8.91), Nil: LSTD(GS)
- 303 (17.6.93), Nil; POSA(GS) - 462

Deaths
11. AB(S) Martyn Terrell, HMS Beaver. Sept.

Admiral Sir Derek Empson KCB, GBE,
C-in-C Naval Home Command in mid-1970s.
Served 1939-76, joining as rating, commis-
sioned 1940 as FAA pilot. Ships: Hermes,
survivor ss City of Nagpur, Eagle, with 813
NAS in N. Africa for Torch landings (shot
down in Swordfish), Argus, Vengeance,
Fulmar (CO 767 NAS & 814 NAS), Falcon,
Centaur, Naval Asst to First Sea Lord 1959-
61. Apollo (CO), Eagle (CO). Made total of
782 deck landings without mishap. FO
Aircraft Carriers 1967-68, Asst Chief of Naval
Staff (Air) 1968-69. Commander Far East
Fleet 1969-71, Second Sea Lord 1971. Aged
78.

Rear Admiral David Dunbar-Nasmith
DSC. Flag Officer Scotland and Northern
Ireland 1970-72 and wartime destroyer cap-
tain. Son of Admiral Sir Martin Dunbar-
Nasmith. Served 1934-72. Ships: Barham,
Cossack, Rodney, Kelvin (Crete, Sirte),
Petard (Sicily, Salerno, Aegean), Haydon
(CO), Peacock (CO), Moon (CO, Rowena
(CO). Enard Bay (CO), Alert (CO), Berwick
(CO), Commodore Amphibious Warfare
1966-67, Naval Secretary 1967-70. Aged 76.

Cdr William Lawson (Billie) Stephens
RNVR, DSC and Bar, served 1929-46.
Commanded a column of motor launches on
Sta Nazaire raid in 1942. Captured and suc-
cessfully escaped from Colditz Castle less
than two months after being imprisoned

COMMS, REGULATING AND PT
To CPOPT - C.S. Barnes (Excellent),

G.D. Longhurst (2SL/CNH FOTR).

SUPPLY
To CPOSA: A. Dryden (MOD DFS(CIS)

Bath).
To CPOWSA - G. Valentine (Nelson WF).

MARINE ENGINEERING BRANCH
To CPOMEM(M) - D.J. Edwards

(Excellent), PA. Plart (Montrose), F.E. Neep
(Sultan), D. Young (York), R.L Dakin
(Guernsey), C.P. Latimer (Collingwood), S.R
Pickford (Chatham).

MEDICAL
To CPOEN(G) - C.T. Dooley (RH Haslar).

SUBMARINE SERVICE
To CPORS(SM) - T.R. Blagg (FOSM

Northwood Ops), S.C. Rowlands (FOSNNI
Ops CFS).

(4.11.92), Nil; LSA(GS) - 261 (19.2.94), Nil;
POWTR(GS) - 451 (1.3.93), Nil; LWTR(GS)
- 351 (10.8.93), Nil; POMA - 86 (14.3.95),
Nil; LMA 93 (9.5.95), Nil.

PO(S)(SM)(O) - 646 (19.12.91), Nil;
LS(S)(SM) - 589 (7.11.91), Nil; PO(TS)(SM)
- 357 (10.6.93), Nil; LS(TS)(SM) - 412
(19.1.93), 3; PORS(SM)-611 (11.2.92), Nil;
LRO(SM) - 439 (13.10.92), 4; POMEM-
(L)(SM) - 161 (5 10.94). Nil; LMEM(L)(SM) -
89 (224.95), 2; POMEM(M)(SM) - Int
(17.10.96), 2; LMEM(M)(SM) - Int (3.7.96),
Nil; POWEM(R)fSM) - 486 (3.11.92). Nil;
LWEM(R)(SM) - 821 (25.6.90), Nil;
POSA(SM) - Int (4.11.96). Nil; LSA(SM) -
242 (27.3.94), 1; POWTR(SM) - 397
(11.3.93), Nil; LWTR(SM) - 448 (31.12.92),

Rear Admiral R. B. Lees to be
Chief Naval Supply Officer. Sept.
5.

Commodore A. M. Gregory to
be promoted Rear Admiral and to
be Flag Officer Scotland,
Northern England and Northern
Ireland. Sept. 30.

Cdr N. S. Pearey to be CO
HMS Northumberland. Jan. 14.

Cdr The Hon Michael Coch-
rane to be CO HMS Somerset.
Jan. 13.

Lt Cdr A. Wallace to be CO
HMS Cattistock. Aug. 22.

Lt M. R. Broadhurst, QIC
University RN Unit Newcastle
and CO HMS Explorer. Feb. 3.

there. Ships: Caroline (Ulster RNVR), Hornet
(Coastal Forces), St Christopher. ML 192
(CO). Aug. 3, aged 85 at his home in France.

Cdr Hilary Boase OBE, DSC and Bar.
Engineer Officer 1st MTB Flotilla, Malta,
1939; Ships: Beehive (Felixstowe), Ithuriel
(Harpoon Convoy to Malta), Laforey (Anzio;
survivor), Solebay, Crossbow, Battleaxe,
Theseus. Member of Association of RN
Officers. Aged 86.

Lt Cdr Peter Jones DSC, as Swordfish
obserer took part in Fleet Air Arm raid on
Taranto, 1940. Served 1939-58. Ships:
Hermes, Illustrious (819 NAS), Eagle,
Formidable, Furious (823 NAS). Hannibal,
Begum (Far East), Bambara. Magpie. Aged
78.

Lt Cdr George Goslln (Toby) Marten
MVO. DSC. As First Lieutenant of HMS Penn
in 1942 boarded the burning tanker Ohio to
attach a tow during the Pedestal convoy to
Malta. Saw action in Greek islands. Other
ships: Sussex, Watchman, Wilton. St
Vincent. Equerry to King George VI 1949.
Left Navy after Korean War. In 1954 became
first member of public to force a Minister to
resign - over handling of dispute about own-
ership of Crichel Down, Dorset, compulsorily
purchased in 1937 by Air Ministry. Member
of Association of RN Officers. Aug. 15, aged
78.

Lt Cdr Leonard William Truscott.
Business Manager Navy News 1971-82.
Served in RN for 30 years. Former secretary
and treasurer of RN & RM Branch and

%THE ASSOCIATION OF
ROYAL NAVY OFFICERS

Patron
Her Majesty The Queen

ARNO, the Officers' Charitable and Social fellowship, is open to all Serving and
Retired Commissioned Officers of the RN. RM. WRNS, QARNNS and their
Reserves.

Formed in 1925. ARNO's primary purpose is to assist Members including
Honorary Members (the widows of former members) with grants and bursaries
from the proceeds of its assets which exceed £2 million, wherever there is a need.

Today the financial advantages of membership comfortably exceed the annual
subscription (£10 per annum or £150 for Life) and include: * Automobile
Association Membership at less than half price in many cases * House Purchase
(ienerous cash payments with mortgage and with Life Assurance, and competitive
conveyancing costs. * Legal, Financial and Medical Consultations at free or
favourable rates * Trade Discounts in a wide range of services including insur-
ance, travel, hotels, clothing and hirewear, car hire, medical, jewellery and many
more. A List of Members and a high quality interesting colour Year Book are
issued, and ARNO organises ^Regional Social Functions and Group Holidays *
A list of members worldwide who would like to exchange homes for holidays *
Mail redirection * Swords and uniform items for sale * an ARNO credit card.

To: LT Oik 1 M P CCXIMBES RN. ARNO. 70 PoKCHESTER Tit, LONDON W2 3'IT
Please send me details ami a membership applicaiion form:

CPO ARTIFICER/TECHNICIAN
COMMODORE Naval Drafting has been noti-
fied of the following advancements to Chief
Petty Officer Artificer/Technician which were
made by Commanding Officers.

To CPOMEA: P. Newton (Captain SM2),
D. Pitts (CFM Portsmouth).

To ACPOMEA: C.J. Bradley
(Gloucester), J.P. Davison (Sultan), R.D. Keir
(Raleigh), S.J. Quinton (Gloucester).

To CPOWEA: C. Hay (Chatham).
To ACPOWEA: W.S. Peake

(Collingwood), D.A. Robertson
(Collingwood), S.J. Spence (Coventry).

To CPOAEA: M.A. Bates (771 SK5 SAR),
A.G. Duthie (801 Sqn).

ToACPOAEA: D.W. Wright (820 Sqn).
To CPOCT: R.D. Gunther (Coventry).
To ACPOCT: D. Solley (Brave)
ToACPOMT: I.R.J. Werren (RH Haslar).

Nil; POCA(SM)- Int (8.11.96), 2; LCH(SM)
- 845 (29.7.90), Nil; POSTD(SM) - 693
(2.12.90). Nil; LSTD(SM) - 1415 (16.6.87),
Nil.

POA(AH) - 1080 (22.8.88), Nil; LA(AH) -
645 (8.11.91), Nil; POA(METOC) - Int
(5.11.96), Nil; LA(METOC) - Int (2.10.95), 3;
POA(PHOT) - 911 (6.2.90), Nil; POA(SE) -
765 (24.10.90), 2; LA(SE) - 414 (8.7.92), Nil;
POACMN - 528 (7.11.91), 4; POAEM(M) -
332 (4.11.93), Nil; LAEM(M) - 477 (29.5.92),
Nil; POAEM(R)-Int (3.10.96), 1; LAEM(R)-
577 (31.10.91), Nil; POAEM(L) - Dry, Nil;
LAEM(L) - 364 (25.2.93), Nil; POAC - Dry, 2.

POW(R) - 416 (7.2.93), Nil; LW(R) - Dry,
Nil; POW(RS) - 662 (3.12.91), 2; LWRO -
754 (4.12.90), 3; POWPT - 697 (11.6.91),
Nil; RPOW-526 (10.3.92), Nil; POWCA-
Int (15.6.95), Nil; LWCH • Dry, Nil; POWSTD
-851 (16.7.90), Nil; LWSTD - 525 (20.2.92),
Nil; POWSA - 247 (8.3.94), Nil; LWSA-313
(17.6.93), Nil; POWWTR - 410 (26.3.93), Nil;
LWWTR - 278 (28.2.94), Nil; POWWTR(G) -
Int (11.7.97), Nil; POW(METOC) - Dry, Nil;
LW(METOC) - Dry, Nil; POWPHOT - 283
(5.10.93), Nil; POWAEM(M) - Int (20.3.97),
Nil; LWAEM(M) • Dry. Nil; POWAEM(R) -
Dry, Nil; LWAEM(R) - 657 (14.12.90), Nil;
POWAEM(L) - 952 (20.8.89), Nil;
LWAEM(L) - Dry, Nil; POWETS - 990
(7.1.90), Nil; LWETS - 422 (22.9.92). Nil.

LWTEL - 545 (3.12.91), Nil; POWWA -
409 (10.3.93), Nil; LWWA - 549 (30.10.91),
Nil; POWDHYG-Int (14.12.95), Nil; POWD-
SA - Int (8.8.96), Nil; LWDSA - Int (31.5.96),
Nil; POEN(G) - Dry, Nil; LEN(G) - Dry, Nil;
PONN - 280 (9.11.93), Nil; POMA(Q) - Dry,
Nil; LMA(Q)- Int (14.3.95). Nil.

PO(AWW) • Int (17.12.96), Nil;
LOM(AWW) - Int (27.11.96), Nil; PO(AWT) -
Dry, Nil; LOM(AWT) - Int (11.3.97), Nil;
PO(UW) - Dry, Nil; LOM(UW) - Int
(15.10.96), Nil; PO(EW) - Dry, Nil;
LOM(EW) - Int (22.4.97), 4; PO(MW) - Int
(15.7.97), Nil; LOM(MW) - Int (15.7.97), Nil;
PO(C) - Dry, Nil; LOM(C) - Int (10.6.97), 12;

Special Duties Officers Benevolent Fund.
Sept. 20. aged 80.

Lt Jack Wynne May RNVR. served 1942-
46 in RIN. Stage, screen and radio actor; For
46 years played Nelson Gabriel in Radio 4's
The Archers.

Lt John Ellsworth Scott DSC, WWII
Fleet Air Arm fighter pilot. Served in 804
NAS, flying Fulmars and Hurricanes from cat-
apult armed merchant ships; 888 NAS
(Formidable, Madagascar, N. Africa landings,
Sicily, Salerno; 846 NAS (Tracker, Arctic con-
voys), D-Day; Trumpeter. Paintings done in
Formidable are exhibited in FAA Museum.
Aged 77.

Frank Miles DSM, ex-Cox'n submariner,
served 1925-50. Boats: L71, Otway. Phoenix,
Parthian, Regent (8 war patrols in Med.),
Tribune; post-war personal cox'n to Admiral
Submarines. Member of Basingstoke branch
of SOCA. Aged 87.

Cdr Henry Brian MacDonald Butter-
worth, MIMechE. Ships: Hermione (sur-
vivor), Orion, Vanguard, Mauritius, Grenville,
Glory, Daring. Aged 77.

Cdr Clifford Lawson Jordan OBE. Ships
included Sirius (Normandy), Defender. Aged
77.

Gilbert James Kelland CBE, QPM,
served in RNVR, including aircraft carriers in
Far East, WWII. Former Assistant
Commissioner (Crime), New Scotland Yard.
Aug. 30, aged 73.

John Maxwell Poulton Garnett CBE,
served WWII as a rating in HMS Malaya and
later as officer commanding a small ship in
clandestine operations to and from occupied
France. Director of Industrial Society 1962-
86. Aug. 15, aged 76.

Lt R. A. (Ray) Osment, MEO, ex-ERA.
Served 1955-76. Ships: Newfoundland,
Theseus, Sheffield, Victorious, Adamant,
Maidstone, Striker, Defender, Pembroke,
Brighton. Aug. 2. aged 62.

F. J. (Nick) Adams, ex-Sig., served 1947-
56. Ships: St Vincent, St James, Wakeful,
Consort (Yangtse Incident). Member of HMS
Consort Association.

John Faeber, ex-PO/Sto. submariner
(WWII). Member of London branch of SOCA.
Aged 83.

Donald Rowlands, ex-LS submariner.
SOCA London branch committee member.
Aged 67.

Ray Winfleld, ex-CK, served 1944-46.
Ships: Drake, Eland, Kilchattan, Heron,
BYMS 2188. April 22.

Don Jacobs, ex-POGI, served 1947-90.
Ships: Charybdis. Lynx, Charity. Aug. 16,

Jim M. Garside. LST & Landing Craft
Association member (LST 303).

Jack (Curly) Joseph, one of first CERAs
in nuclear submarines. Also HMS Caledonia
Howe Div. apprentice, and HMS Sheffield.
Aug. 22. aged 69.

Ronald Randall, ex-CPO. Ships: Jaguar,
Armada. Vanguard. Trials engineer for S.
African Navy. Member of Jaguar and St
Vincent Associations. Aug. 17 in S. Africa.

Tabs Tabener, ex-POPTI, member of
London & Medway RNPTIs, Aged 73.

Leslie Dickinson. ex-LTO/LEM, served
1937-45 and 1951-53. Ships: Griffin,
Salamander. Glen Avon, Tartar, Loyal. Apollo.
Aged 80.

Albert Ernest (Darky) Prudden, founder
member of North London (Edmonton) branch
of RN Patrol Service Association. Ships:
Liberia. MLs, boom defence vessels. Aug 14,
aged 88.

Stan Hall, ex-POCK. Ships: Challenger,
Fritillary, Actaeon. Member of Flower Class
Corvette Association. Aug. 22 in. S. Africa,

• HMS Resolution, the Royal Navy's first
Polaris submarine, commissioned on October
2, 1967.

NAVY NEWS looks back through its
pages to recall some of the October
headlines of past decades . . .

THE TIME OF
YOUR LIVES

40 years ago
HMS Hornet, Gosport home of the Navy's Coastal
Forces, decommissioned after 32 years.

With over half the men of the Royal Navy sleep-
ing in beds or bunks, it was thought likely that the
hammock would soon disappear from the sailor's
personal luggage.

30 years ago
HMS Resolution, the RN's first Polaris submarine
was commissioned at Barrow-in-Furness. Built by
Vickers, her cost was given as £52 million.

The Royal Marines of 45 Cdo were to be the
last UK troops to leave Aden when Southern
Arabia gained independence after 128 years of
British rule.

20 years ago
A BAN on pets was imposed on British warships
amid fears over the spread of rabies abroad. Until
the new regulations, UK-based ships had been
permitted to keep dogs, cats or other animals on
board, although they were advised to land them
before sailing for foreign ports.

PO(SSM) - Dry, Nil; LOM(SSM) - Int
(1.5.96), Nil; POfTSM) - 95 (3.11.94). Nil;
LOMfTSM) - Int (24.10.95), Nil; PO(CSM) -
400 (8.6.93), 2; LOM(CSM) - Int (27.11.96),
Nil; POfWSM) - 378 (5.1.93), Nil;
LOM(WSM)-586(17.11.91), Nil.

The Basic Dates quoted for the female
ratings in the following categories, which
have no examination for the next higher rate,
are applied in accordance with BR1066
Chapter 22:

POWTEL • 685 (28.4.93), Nil.
It should be noted that the number of

B13's issued in the female categories are
those advanced from the female Shore
Roster.

It should be noted that all RO(T)1 and
RO(G)1 ratings who have passed for the
higher rate who have completed or are yet to
complete the cross-trained LROQC have
been transferred to the cross-trained LRO
advancement roster.

aged 77.
Matthew Robertson, ex-CPO. Served

1938 to 1960s. Ships: Havant (survivor),
Whaddon, Caradoc, Fara, Emerald (sur-
vivor), Rupert, Seagull, Unicorn, Ocean,
Cumberland, Eagle (1958-60).

Dennis Lathi-ope. ex-LSig HMS Shillay
1945-46. Member of Algerines Association.
Aug. 1.

Vernon A. Wjllcox, Sto.1, HMS Maenad.
Member of Algerines Association. Aug. 16.

William Vandenberghe, ex-AB, HMS
Cockatrice 1943-46. Aug. 23.

Ronald (Alfle) Penney, ex-LS. HMS
Aries 1943-46. Aug. 25.

John (Jack) Brlndley, ex-L/Sto. Mech,
served 1926-49. Ships: Emperor of India,
Despatch, Iron Duke, Hood, Effingham,
Sardonyx, Abelia, Enchantress, Southern
Prince, Chameleon. Aug. aged 88.

Arthur Russell, ex-PO, served 1928-45.
Ships: Rodney, Cairo, Exeter, Newcastle,
Jamaica. Member of HMS Jamaica
Association. Aged 84.

Roy (Taff) Rowland, served in Aircraft
Handler branch 1962-72. Member of Aircraft
Handlers Association. Aug. 24.

Tom Percival, ex-AB, served in LST 12.
Member of LST Club.

John Chesher. ex-LME, served 1951-60
including Korea and nuclear tests. Ships
included Newfoundland, Broadsword, also
Falsane. Member of Newfoundland Assoc-
iation. Aug. 18, aged 62.

David Gratton, ex-MAA. Ships:
Glamorgan, Intrepid, Coventry, Fearless,
Manchester. Left in 1992 for MOD Guard
Service. Aug. 21, aged 44.

Barry (Pony) Moore, ex-PO, served
1962-86. Falklands War veteran, served in
HMS Herald. Aged 50.

Waiter (Wally) Ford, served in HMS
Cumberland and minesweepers. Member of
HMS Cumberland Association. Aug. 23.

Dick Fry, ex-CERA. Ships included
Implacable, Hornet, Ausonia. Sept. 9.

ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS
Cdr. J. K. Cannon. Ships: Formidable,

Eglington, St Merryan, Glory. Also 825 NAS.
Lt Cdr Carmlchael OBE, DSC, served in

NASs 802, 889, 1834, 766, 738, 806. Ships:
Implacable, Theseus, Ocean.

Cdr A. Crawfurd. Ships: Ceres, Benbow,
Victory, Effingham.

Lt F. W. C. Enders. Ships: Kent,
President, Adamant, Centurion, Dolphin.

Lt F. W. Habgood RNVR. Served in HMS
Effingham.

Lt Cdr D. C. James. Ships: Narvik.
Bellerophon, Cadiz.

Lt Cdr W. Matthews. Ships: Barmond,
Barcarola, Mars, Welfare, Defiance.

Capt R. E. G. Meaby RM. Served in HMS
Warrior.

Lt Cdr G. M. W. Rowbotham. Ships:
Scythian, Tireless. Belton, St Vincent,
Victory, Warrior.

Lt K. J. Steward RM. Served in RM
Eastney, London RMR and 43 Cdo.

Second Officer K. Stewart MBE, RD,
WRNR.

Miss D. A. Stoy RRC, QARNNS.

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION
Alf Hurdley, chairman and life member

Shrewsbury, W. Midlands vice president,
Area delegate and welfare visitor. Ex-
Yeoman, served 1939-45. Ships: Hero,
Hotspur, Hasty. Avon Vale. Midlands
Shipmate of Year 1993-94. Vice chairman of
Shropshire branch of Burma Star
Association, member and past chairman of
Shrewsbury branch of RBL, chairman
Shrewsbury Poppy Day Appeal, secretary of

Swop drafts
LWEM(O) Turnbull (4.5in trained), 3HA

Mess, HMS Campbeltown, BFPO 248, draft-
ed HMS Manchester, Jan. Will swop for any
Plymouth ship deploying or not.

LWEM(R) Laidlaw (1007 PJT. Radar
Section), 3S Mess, HMS York, BFPO 430,
deploying March. Any ship considered.

AB(M) Taylor, 01705 359386, drafted
HMS York, Sept. Will swop for HMS Fearless
or any other non-deploying ship.

A/LOM Rattenbury (AWW), HMS Drake
ext 5832, drafted HMS Richmond, Feb. (GSA
8). Will swop for any Devonport ship.

LRO(G) Heron, Commcen Faslane ext
6729/6741, drafted HMS Guernsey. Jan. 20.
Will swop for any Faslane small ship.

AB(EW) Owen, 93749 7070/2, drafted
'express' Nov./Dec. Will consider any
Devonport ship deploying or not.

KGFS (Shropshire), committee member of
RNLI (Shrewsbury). July 11, aged 83.

Francis James (Jimmy) Scullion, Tyne
and oldest member No.11 Area. Ex-CPO
Sto., served 1918-45. Ships: Ark Royal (sea-
plane carrier), Caradoc, Iron Duke, Nelson,
Bodicea, Fowey, Ark Royal (carrier, survivor),
Findborn. Oldest member of Wartime Ark
Royals Association. Aged 96.

K. A. G. (Tiny) Davis, vice chairman
Hastings. Ex-Tel(S). Ships: Indefatigable,
Flowerdown, Victory. President Hastings
branch of Burma Star Association. Aged 72.

Reginald Coombes, associate member
BletchTey. Ships: Maidstone, Peacock.
Member of HMS Peacock Association. July
15, aged 67.

Martin D'Rozarlo, St Austell. WWII ser-
vice in Middle and Far East. July.

Arthur William (Digby) Withers,
Leicester. Ex-FAA. Ships included HMS
Sparrowhawk. Aged 74.

Leslie C. Ensbury, Wittering. Aged 74.
Jack Jordon, Stourbridge. Ex-Sto.1.

Ships: Warwick (survivor), Abercrombie. Aug.
8.

Albert Smith, Stourbridge. Ex-Sto. 1.
Served in Combined Ops and LSTs. Aug. 19.

Fred (Moff) Morten, Blackpool. Ex-Sig..
served 1939-46. Ships: Antelope (Arctic and
Malta convoys), Chamois, LST 3019. Aug.
14, aged 74.

Charles W. Swann, Vancouver Is., for-
merly Southend-on-Sea. Served 1943-46 in
RN Patrol Service and Minesweepers.
Wounded in HMS Cap Feral, Seine River,
1944. Aged 72.

Donald W. Burton, Vancouver Is. Ex-
CPO Mech, served 1949-58 including Korea.
Aged 66.

Norman Luff, founder member and chair-
man, Winchester. Served 1947-71. Ships:
Miner V, Triumph, Tamar, Barcarole,
Redoubt, Cambrian.

Jack Smith, Kendal. Ex-LS in HMS
Howe, 1943-46. Aug. 14. aged 72.

Charlie Roberts, rum bosun Bloxwich
(associate member). Aged 71.

Ronald (Ron) Saych, Chelmsford. Ex-AB
joined 1943. Ships: Pembroke, Cyclops. July
29, aged 71.

Don Kltchlner, committee member
Letchworth. Aged 77.

Don Cawdron, treasurer Stevenage. Ex-
Gl. Ships included HMS Belfast. Aged 68.

Pat Ould, Brentwood.
Dougle Goodhew, founder member and

committee member Walton on Naze. Ex-AB,
served 1943-46, including HMS Dido. Aged
71.

Paul Mazzlna. Willesden. Ex-PO SBA.
Aged 63.

I. Millar, HO Roll. Ex-AB. Ships:
Obedient, Sussex, Pioneer. Sept. 7, aged 74

WOM(AW)1 Allen, PTS Admin, Marlbor-
ough Building, HMS Collingwood, drafted
HMS Ocean, Dec. Will swop for any
Portsmouth ship.'

WWTR1 J. R. Upson (non-sea), HMS
Neptune Registry ext 3280, will swop for any
Portsmouth area draft.

LSTD Lower, 4K1 Mess, HMS Fearless,
BFPO 283, will swop for Portsmouth ship
deploying or not.

LSTD A. Russell, HMS Neptune ext 6258,
drafted HMS Manchester, December (deploy-
ing Jan.). Anything considered.

LWWTR Helm, HMS Nelson ext 22774,
will swop for any Faslane draft.

LMEM(L) Nolan. HMNB Portsmouth ext
22362, drafted HMS Fearless, March 30. Will
swop for any Type 42/23 deploying or not.

CH Wilkins. 2Q Stbd, HMS Cardiff, BFPO
249, will swop for any Scotland-based ship or
ship that is in Scotland for a long period.

POWAEA(L) J. A. Bell (call Jacqui on
RNAS Culdrose ext 2435), drafted 819 NAS,
Jan. 5. Will swop for any front-line Culdrose
draft.

LMEM(M) Edwards (LMEM QC 29), HMS
Sultan ext 2229, drafted HMS Hurworth, Dec.
Will consider any swop.

AB(D) Devlne, HMS Hurworth, BFPO
300, will swop for any non-deploying ship or
ship in refit.

WSA Graham (non sea), Naval Stores,
RNAS Yeovilton, will consider any smaller
shore base anywhere.

LSA Kennedy, HMS Neptune ext 6583,
will consider any Plymouth/Portsmouth area
draft.

POMEM(M) Taylor, Gosport 429253,
drafted Faslane NTD. Oct. 13 (shore). Will
swop for any Portsmouth shore draft.

MEM(M) Selby, HMS Grafton, BFPO 291,
deploying next year. Will swop for any Type
42 or small ship, preferably not deploying.

POWTR C. Skinn, HMS Invincible, BFPO
308 or MENTOR ext 230. drafted 2SL/FOTR,
Portsmouth, Jan. 19. Will swop for Northwood
or any other London area draft.

LWEM(R) Bradbury, 3Q Mess, HMS
Southampton, BFPO 389, drafted HMS
Edinburgh, March 3, deploying April. Will
swop for any ship which is in UK on July 25
(wedding).

STD M, S. Wood (Scale A), Royal
Stewards' Mess, HMY Britannia, BFPO 239,
drafted RNAS Culdrose, March 3 until Sept.
98. Will swop for any Portsmouth shore base.

LRO(G) N. Bell, Commcen. Gibraltar,
BFPO 52, ext 5788/5229, drafted HMS
Edinburgh, March. Will consider any
Plymouth shore draft or ship, deploying or
not.

WEM(O) Green (SMAC 233), EMI Office.
CFM Portsmouth, dratted HMS Cardiff, Oct 8.
Will swop for any Scottish draft.

LMEM(M) Souter, 4 Mess. HMS Grafton,
BFPO 291, will swop for any small ship
deploying.

WMEM(L) Walton, 3 Mess, HMS Grafton.
BFPO 291, will swop for any Plymouth ship,
preferably Type 22.

AB(M) Durney, HMS Boxer, Devonport
ext 554070, drafted HMS Fearless, Nov. 19.
Will swop for any Devonport draft.

WWTR S. Brlerley, 4L1 Mess, HMS
Fearless, BFPO 283, drafted to HMS Drake
D. Logs, Jan. 5. Will swop for Portsmouth
draft.

LWSA Ward, HMS Fearless (HMNB
Portsmouth ext 22901), drafted HMS
Neptune, Oct. 2 (ext 6523). Will swop for any
Portsmouth shore base.

POMEM(M) S. J. McGreevy, HMS
Sandown, BFPO 379 (until Oct. 27), drafted
HMS Bridport (Faslane), Dec. 15, deploying
Jan. Will swop for any Portsmouth or
Plymouth ship not deploying.

FRAME YOUR OWN
MEDALS...^ NICELY PACKAGED

k. IDEAL XMAS GIFT

in minutes, and remove them to wear in seconds. Easy
quick assembly. 5 sizes available. Viewing widths are:(see
picturre) 55mm - 105mm - 155mm - 205mm - 240mm at a
cost of £13.95 - £17.50 - £18.50 - £20.00 and £21.50
respectively. Measure across your medals and order the

size to suit. Prices include p & p and BFPO add £1 for overseas postage,
cheques or postal orders to ; M.F.K., 5 St Chads Crescent, Middle
Harrington, Sunderland, SR3 3TR. Tel/Fax: 0191 520 1003
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Accommoda tion

Jfleet Club
Morice Square

Devonport
Plymouth PL1 4PG

Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723

All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit
on each Family Room enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt.
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and
dependants plus ex. serving personnel and R.N.A. members
who may be visiting the Plymouth area.
FUNCTIONS: We cater for all types of functions at very com-
petitive prices. Ships Functions, Mess Parties, Wedding Recep-
tions, Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an ideal
facility.

ASK FOR QUOTATION, CONTACT THE MANAGER WITHOUT
DELA YTOA VOID DISAPPOINTMENT

SUPPORT YOUR CLUB

"Aggies" Rosyth

Your chance to take
the pressure out of service

life for a few days
Aggies' Rosyth is designed with naval

personnel in mind and is as well equipped
as any small hotel with two family units and
two double rooms with en-suite bathrooms;
restaurant; lounge; coffee bar; multi-gym;
snooker room; laundry room; a meeting

room and a chapel.

Call now on 01383 413770, to book

some time at "Aggies" Rosyth the next

time you're ashore.

The Royal Sailors' Rest
Rosyth, Ferry Toll Road, Rosyth,

Fife KYI I 2XF.

Serving the Royal Navy since 1876

ALBATROSS
Guest House

51 Waverley Road, Southsea
Hants PO5 2PJ (01705) 828325

Prop Ann Baker
Car Park on premises

You are guaranteed a friendly welcome in
this home from home in Southsea. Each
bedroom has been decorated with a nautical
theme and has all the atmosphere of the
great Naval traditions of this area. There are
also cable TV's, private washing facilities, tea
and coffee, and full central heating in
each room. Special rates for Winter months.

SOUTHSEA
SOLENT HOTEL

14-17, SOUTH PARADE
(Opposite the Pyramids)
TEL: 01705 875566

Special rates for alt service personnel and
Family £22JOp.p. in full ensaite double or

twin-bedded room.
* 4 crown seafront hotel
* Colour TV, lea/coffee facilities
•*• Games rooms - full size snooker table
•*r Ideally situated near all local attractions

and its nightlife.

Province Of Natal Hotel
5, Greenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR

. :•;- The rtgstel.was a gift after World War 2

f Its purpose is to provide holidays and short breaks for all
'"serving and ex-serving RN, RM, WRNS or QARNNS

^rsonnel and their reservists, families and close relatives.
H*- *5Q;yards from-beach; Safe swimming and fine sands.

»^3!»»Half a mile from the shops and station.
*AII rooms en-suite with tea and coffee facilities and colour TV
"Lift to all floors 'Residents bar *Children and Pets welcome

*Double, Twin and Family rooms available
*We cater for small ships re-unions
Group booking discounts available

For more information Tel: 01305 784108 of Fax: 01305 770575
Registered Charity No 226446

•——^. t Do*>yi11"
î ^Snea**^* ;̂ ive Entertainment

Hampshire Court Hotel
29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea PO1 2QF

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront,
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking

Tea/coffee making facilities, colour TVs in all rooms + full
English breakfast

Prices from £16 per person per night

Telephone (01705) 823522

PORTSMOUTH •
EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE

01705731001

Garian House Holiday Flatlets
Self-catering flatlets, near sea and shops. Fully equipped. Colour TV, fridge,

cooker, linen, etc. Ideal for a visit by family or girl friend.

MINIMUM 2 PERSONS OR CHARGE FOR
' WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £70
1 WEEKLY OTHER MONTHS £60

NIGHTLY (Out of holiday season) £10
jposit: £10 per person

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET
Guests, who anticipate a late arrival should inform the management

(01705-733581)
S.A.E. please giving dates and number

MR CURTIS, 70 RESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA, PORTSMOUTH 733581

HOTH.
AA PLYMOUTH HOE RAC
* Lockyar St. PL1 2OO *

Telephone: (01752) 227311
Elegant Victorian Building with 22
Bedrooms - 5 Ground floor. Nauti-
cal Flavour Cocktail Bar. Colour
TV Radio Tea/Coffee/ Telephone
all rooms. Most en suite. Large
car park. Navy News Readers
10% Accommodation Discount. All
Credit Cards accepted

Brochure & or Booking contact
Lt. Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret'd)
•A 'Personal Service' Comfortable Holer

PLYMOUTH
Osmond Quest Mouse

42 'Pier Street, 'West Jioe

01752 229705
Bed and Breakfast from £13.00

Seafront. Courtesy pick-up from
stations. 4 poster bed. All rooms

CTV. Tea/Coffee making. /
\ Some En-suite. Parking, /^

DISCOUNT TO
NAVYNEWS

•OWN KEYS - NO RESTRICTIONS'
*H/C, TEA/COFFEE, CTV & SKY TV ALL ROOMS*

"ENSUITEAND FAMILY ROOMS - COTS*
EASY PARKING *10TH YEAR SAME OWNERS*

33, RESTING ROAD, SOUTHSEA.HANTS. PO4 ONG

"Away days in Plymouth"
Small triendlf Guul House overlooking Hit
Hoe and Sealronl. A good bed and 4 course
breakfast, colour TV, lea/cottee Itcllltlu, c/h,

en-suite rooms available. Parking.
From : £26 Double, £14 Singles

Tetephont tor Broclwn
01752 660675

Edgcumbe Guest House
50, flu St, West Hoe, Plymouth PL13BT

SOUTHSEA
RED TUBS GUEST HOUSE
52 WAVERLEY ROAD, SOUTHSEA
Warm and friendly run Guest House, ideally
situated for the Naval Base/shopping
centres/Continental Ferry Port/beaches
etc.Own keys, no restrictions, colour T.V. in
all rooms & C.H. Holiday or short breaks
JUNE & TERRY (01705) 832440

THE ELMS Guest House
48 Victoria Road South, Southsea
A small, friendly, f a m i l y run Gucsl House
offering B&B (overnight or weekly rates).

Close to Naval base, station, shops and
nightlife. Colour TV, tea/coffee

facilities in all rooms. Some rooms
en-suite. Own keys, limited parking.

Paddy and John (Joe) Erskine
Tel / Fax Portsmouth (01705) 823924

-AUSTIN HOTEL
3 CLARENCE PARADE

SOUTHSEA
Licensed

Welcomes the Royal Navy
All rooms bright and modern

Colour TV in all rooms, central
heating, seafront position.

No restrictions
Discount allowed for Serving

Personnel
Telephone Portsmouth 821785

SHROPSHIRE COURT
GUEST HOUSE

33 Granada Road, Southsea
Friendly family run, 2 mins, from sea and
entertainments. Close to ferries, Naval
base, shops, etc. Own keys, Satellite TV
all rooms, no restrictions, B&B. Holiday or
short stay. Ample private car parking

Mrs Pat Green (O1705) 731043

SoutHsea

Special
Winter
Breaks

For Naval Personnel
£32 per room

(one or two persons)
Central for all Southsea amenities and
entertainments. Quality en-suite
bedrooms, Satellite TV's all rooms,
tea/coffee facilities, lounge, private car
park

•k Attractive Bar *
•k Delightful restaurant *

Clarence Road
Southsea

PO5 2LQ
Tel: 01705 833018

LADY HAMILTON
21 The Hard, Portsmouth

Ye aide alehouse
Reopened after more than

70 years
Free house and B&B

•Jr special rates naval personnel -
Tel: 01705 870505

PLYMOUTH
MOUNTBATTEN

3 Crown Commended
Tel: 01752 563843 Fax: 01752 606014

Royal Fleet Club & Naval Base
within walking distance.

•AllRooms CTV, Tea/Coffee
& Phones. Mainly En Suite.

* Free Parking * Bar
* Credit Cards Accepted

52, Exmoulh Road, Stoke, Plymouth, PL1 4QH

Canterbury Bell\
Guest House

29 St Simons Road,
Southsea, Portsmouth

Modern, Comfortable En-Suite
accomodation. All rooms have

Satellite TV, Tea/Coffee making
facilities & are centrally healed.

Private car parking. Studio Flats are
available for self-catering. Rooms

from £15 p.p. per night.
Phone/Fax Catriona Randall on

v (01705) 351277 ./

WEYMOUTH
PHILBEACH GUEST HOUSE

11 Waterloo Place, Weymouth DT4 7PD
Yards from beach, short walk to RNA
Club. All rooms CTV, T/making, B&B

evening meal. Reasonable rates.
Warm welcome.

Jean and James Barnett
01305 785344

Members of Weymouth RNA

TO ADVERTISE
01705 724226

PLYMOUTH ~ HOEGATE HOUSE
Situated the Hoe t Barbican area, close walking distance to city centre, bus, station.

Rooms of high standard with showers, colour TV, HtC, tea/ coffee facilities, CH..

£14. P.P.P.N standard double or £15 with shower
SAE for Brochure. Tel: 01752 661033

Hoegate Street, The Hoe, Plymouth. PL1 2JB

The Dorcliffe
Licensed Guest House

42 Waverley Road, Southsea, PO5 2PP
Comfortable, friendly, Licensed Guest

House Ideally situated. BB & EM varied
menu. All rooms colour TV, tea/coffee
facilities. En-suites available. Dogs

welcome. Special weekly rates.
Tel: Ellie 01705 828283

************

************

Special Events
& Holidays Abroad

MALTA MELLIEHA. Luxury 2-
bedroom flats to let. Sleeps 4-5, one
mile from the best beach in Malta and
close to local amenities. Flights can
be arranged. Telephone 0181-567
5824

KARGO BOAT CRUISES. Relax
and enjoy the romance of the sea
onboard a working cargoship. For
details telephone 01325 377199

WANTED MALES/FEMALES
in sponsored sail for charity
around British Isles. S.A.E please
to BOX. No. 9642

T O A D V E R T I S E Y O U R
SPECIAL EVENT tel: 01705
724226 and aslc to speak to Sarah.

THE GRAND HOTEL:
Plymouth

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast
Off Season (November—March)
£20.00 per person in a double/twin

Special Discounted Rates offered for 1 night or more
between Thursday — Sunday

Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently
situated on Plymouth Hoe

Telephone:
(01752)661195

ETB

5 Crowns commended

SPECIALISE IN REUNIONS?
Advertise your facilities to the many

Naval Clubs and Associations that read
this page, Telephone for details,
01705 724226. Fax: 01705 830149

HOME FROM HOME
ACCOMMODATION SEEKERS - READ ON 111
One of the many Naval Community Services provided in the Portsmouth
area, is the Short Term Family Accommodation Centre. (S.T.F.A.C.)

S.T.F.A.C. was originally set up in 1981, under the name of the Dame
Elizabeth Kelly Centre, to help alleviate separation between servicemen
and women and their families. The name was changed in July 1983.

Based at Rowner, in Gosport, S.T.F.A.C. provides fully-furnished two
and three bedroomed accommodation, to a high standard and at
reasonable rates. Presently, a two bedroomed flat, which sleeps four is
£17 per night (two night minimum) inclusive of fuel, light and bedding. A
colour television is provided. For customers who require a longer stay,
there are monthly rates, which compare favourably with the private
sector. Further details on monthly rates can be obtained from the
S.T.F.A.C. Manager (see below)

40% of customers visit solely to see a husband, wife, son or daughter
based in the Portsmouth area. A large proportion stay to attend Passing-
Out Parades, Weddings and Families Day., while several use the facility
whilst searching for a more permanent home.

Subject to availability, S.T.F.A.C can also be used by Ex-Service
Personnel, Foreign Military Personnel and MOD Civilians.

For further details, write to:

The Manager,
Mrs G.M. Loughrey

25 Frobisher Close,Rowner, Gosport,
Hampshire, PO13 8EH.

• Or Telephone/Fax her on: 01705 528235.

PLYMOUTH
Adjacent to the Hoe and Park. Friendly
family run Guest House offers you a
warm welcome and personal service.

Facilities include residents lounge, TV,
Radio, TeaCoffee. Licensed. Central

Heating all rooms. From £13pp.
THE FIRS 13, Pier Street, West Hoe.

TEL: 01752 262870

GOSPORT'CHERRY TREES' 15,
Linden Grove, Alverstoke. ETB 1
crown. Family run guest house. All
rooms H/C, tea making. English
breakfast, children welcome. Close
harbour, Haslar, Dolphin, Sultan. £13
p.p. Lin 01 Steve Gell, Tel: 01705
521543.

IROOMSI
TO

FILL?

I FOR GOOD ADVICE |

ON HOW TO
PROMOTE YOUR

I ACCOMMODATION |

TO THE NAVY

TELEPHONE
SARAH, on

01705 724226
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NEWLY RESTORED - A NAVAL RELIC OF GALLIPOLI AND THE RUSSIAN REVOLUTION

Monitor in
a class of
her own
IN THE SHADOW of HMS Victory, Portsmouth's

fourth historic ship, the World War I monitor M33, is
set to become a permanent memorial to the Gallipoli

campaign - provided ways can be found to conserve her
82-year-old hull.

The University of
Portsmouth is analysing sec-
tions of plate to identify a suit-
able system to clean and pro-
tect it. This will set the
timescale for the project to
restore her as far as possible to
the way she would have
appeared in 1915 and open her
to the public as a museum and
commemorative gallery.

Hampshire County Museum
Service is taking the lead in this,
with various RN inputs, including
the loan on an opportunity basis of
artificers from HMS Sultan.

"After a slow start considerable
progress has been made," the
restoration supervisor, ex-
WOMEA(H) Brian Wines, told
Navy News.

"Many of her upperdeck
arrangements removed or altered
during her 1924 conversion and
later uses have now been returned

to their original configuration."
It was in 1924 that M33 was

renamed HMS Minerva - the
name by which she is still best
known. One of only two British
warships of World War I surviving
today - the other is the cruiser
HMS Caroline, headquarters of
the Belfast RNR - the 177ft vessel
was built in 1915 and used as naval

f unfire support in the Dardanelles,
he later saw service aiding the

White Russians at the Dvina River.
She was part of the major pro-

gramme of ship construction that
followed the outbreak of war in
1914. Included was a fleet of shal-
low draft coastal bombardment
vessels and M33 was one of five
small-gun monitors ordered from
Harland and Wolff, Belfast and
subcontracted to the neighbouring
shipyard of Workman Clark Ltd.

Ordered on 15 March, 1915, she
was launched on May 22 and com-
pleted on June 24 - a remarkable
achievement even for such a small

• Last voyage of World War I survivor - the monitor M33 on the move to Number One Dock in Portsmouth Naval Base.
ship.

Under the command of Lt Cdr
Q.B.Preston-Thomas she finished
her fitting out and left England in
July to play her part in one of the
war's most tragic and controversial
campaigns.

The life story of
HMY Britannia

An 178page
full colour

family album
&/ike worlds
most famous

yacht

The Editor of
Navy News,
Jim Allaway

takes you
through forty
years of naval

history.. *?::

Price £9.99 + £3.35 p&p LR Price £11.45iK inc p&p
Add an extra £1 to p&p for Surface Mail.\tmmd + tl for surface mail abroad

HMS
A TRIBUTE
TO ONE OF jj
BRITAIN'S I
LAST
WOODEN \
WALLS
AND A
CELEBRATION
OF THE TON

CLASS ______
"This little book has jogged a few happy
memories for me. I hope it will give a clue to the
past life of a great little ship and her people, and
be treasured as a tribute to the remarkably
successful Ton Class and all who sailed in the
last of the Royal Navy's wooden walled ships."

• HRH The Prince of Wales

Size approx: 11V x sV £5.95 incl UK P&P.
Surface mall abroad please add 50p

WHITE ENSIGN ~ RID PKAGON
The History of the Royal Navy in Hong Kong 1841 ~ 1997

A concise history
of Hong Kong, with
personal accounts of
sailors' experiences

A marvellous
photographic
record containing
many unpublished
images

Please allow 28 days for delivery.

Sold in aid of the
LEP Trust,

established to support
Hong Kong Chinese

servicemen
after the Hand-over

£19.95+£3.50 p&p UK
£4.30 Surface mail air mail details tmiilahlf on m/u

ALL ORDERS TO: Navy News, HMS Nelson, Portsmouth, PO1 3HH =
Cheques to accompany orders made payable to Navy News. For orders outside UK, payment can be made by Cheque/International Money

Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank. Or for payment by credit card/switch (UK or abroad) please use the coupon on page 4.

She supported the landings in
Suvla Bay and for the next four
months patrolled the coast where
men from Britain, Australia, New
Zealand, India, Africa and France
fought Turks and Germans in sav-
age trench warfare.

Following the withdrawal from
the Gallipoli peninsular early in
1916, M33 served with various
detached squadrons in the
Mediterranean and joined an
Anglo-French force to neutralise
the Greek Fleet in Salamis Bay on
1 September that year.

She was paid off at Mudros on
10 January 1919 after three and a
half years' active service. During
that time she earned the reputa-
tion of being a 'lucky' ship, having
survived dozens of near misses
while sustaining no serious damage
or injuries.

^k fter a qui
/-\ England :

JL AJ>ack in acl

luick overhaul in
she was soon

action. Under the
command of Lt Cdr K.Mitchell she
sailed for Murmansk in Northern
Russia where she supported the
withdrawal of Allied troops on the
Dvina - and here she sustained her
first damage, albeit without serious
consequences. Following the Naval
withdrawal from Archangel in

September 1919 she returned to
England.

She was converted as a mine lay-
ing training ship in 1924 and
renamed HMS Minerva. With the
outbreak of World War II she was
put to use as staff offices and then
converted again as a boom defence
workshop designated C23(M) and
towed to the Clyde.

Returning to Portsmouth after
the war - with her name changed
again to RMAS Minerva - she
remained as a floating workshop
and office at the Royal Clarence
Victualling Yard, Gosport until her
disposal in 1987.

In July of that year she was
loaded onto the Dutch barge
Goliath and along with HMS
Foudroyant (now renamed
Trincomalee) transported to
Hartlepool for restoration.

Appreciating the importance of
her history Hampshire County
Council bought her in 1990.

Her forward six inch gun may be
recognised by many naval person-
nel - it was formerly at HMS
Excellent, Whale Island where it
was in use until 1974. Loaned to
the Museum Service as a vital part
of the restoration, it was put
onboard in 1992.

The 47ft forward and 19ft after
masts were reconstructed by the

Mersey Maritime Museum
Workshops and installed in July
last year.

The anchor winch was acquired
from a chandlers in Canada spe-
cialising in maritime artefacts and
transported back to Portsmouth in
HMS Lancaster. This was stripped,
refurbished and put in place just
before she came into Number One
Dock.

• For further information on
M33 contact the Project Manager,
c/o Treadgolds, Bishop Street,
Portsmouth tel 01705 824745 or
the Restoration Supervisor on
01705 722508.

• M33's sister ship M30 in the Dardanelles, 1915. She was sunk by shore batteries in the Gulf of
Smyrna on 13 May 1916 Inset: in the same time and place, Signalman Mulligan on board M33 (photo
supplied by his family).
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Recruitment and Business Opportunities

Convert your experience
into qualifications.,

Blackburn College offers a dazzling range
of BTEC qualifications -
(Me, HNC, HND, CMS and DMS).
Designed to help members of
HM Forces attain qualifications via
accreditation prior learning.

Contact Barbara Clarkson on:
01254 292357 / 292373
or fax 01254 681755

BIACKBURN COU83E

Nairy JOBS IN NEW ZEALAND
you'll 30 places

The Royal New Zealand Navy is currently looking for
service persons or recent ex-service persons to

fill the following vacancies:

Chief Petty Officer and Petty
Officer Marine Fitters.

Petty Officer and Leading
Radio Fitters

* Petty Officer and Leading
Control Fitters

* Petty Officer and Leading
Weapon Fitters

* Petty Officer and Leading
Radar Plotters

* Leading Radio Operators

For further information send your Curriculum Vitae to

IEAD, NEW ZEALAND DEFENCE STAFF,
NEW ZEALAND HOUSE,

IAYMARKET, LONDON, SW1Y 4TQ

JOBS AT SEA
and ABROAD 1997

Unskilled, skilled, Inexperienced, good
pay. UK/worldwide. Cruise ships, tugs,
merchants, tankers, ferries, dredging,
oil/gas rigs, trawlers, diving, salvage,
yatch crewlng, marine biology, survey,
oceanography, watersports Instructors.
Latest vital Information fob pack
(with other jobs abroad 1997
vacancy/recruitment supplements).

Complete Job pack E6.9S Cheque/PO:
MARINE EMPLOYMENT

(Floor 3K), Brittanic House,
SwanageBH191NF

CURRICULUM VITAE
• Specialists In C.Vs
• Convert Service Docs to civvy Jargon
• Individually Tailored by Human

Resource Professional
• Quality Comes as Standard

REDE SERVICES
82, Langdale Close, Estover, Plymouth

TEL/FAX: (01752) 700659

SECURE YOUR
FINANCIAL FUTURE

British Pic Established
since 1923.

- Unlimited potential

- Further expansion
into Europe.

For free information
Ring 0191 2479521

THE SAME DAY
C.V. COMPANY

Ready to move on?
Ring

01753890243
Job Search & CVs

for all Ranks of
Service Personnel

Broaden Your Horizons...
The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) comprises civilian

volunteers (Including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy
in stretch, crisis, tension and war, at sea and ashore.

NAVAL
RESERVE

Reservists train at one of
13 Reserve Training
Centres across UK and
worldwide throughout the
Fleet. The commitment is
2 weeks continuous train-
ing a year plus an evening
most weeks and the occa-
sional weekend.

Uniform is free and naval
pay and travelling expens-
es are payable; in addition,
most reservists qualify for
an annual tax-free bonus
(Bounty) - currently up to
£900 pa.

Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects,
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN),

male or female and physically fit.

For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre
or Armed Forces Careers Office.

For details of these 'phone 0345 300123 (24hrs) or 01705 727676.

VOIL RIGS<
- The Essential Guide -

FOR ANYONE WHO IS INTERESTED IN
WORK OFFSHORE ON OIL RIGS AND
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE INFORMATION
YOU WILL EVER NEED ABOUT OIL RIGS.

•HOOKS TODAY-
01253 869808

8 Clegg Ave. Thornton-Cleveleys.
Lanes, FY5 1BJ, U.K.

Did you know YOU could
be recruiting from

probably the best trained
workforce In Britain today?

For details on recruitment
advertising

Tel: 01705 724226/826040
Fax: 01705 830149

Hotel
Vacancies for

1) CHEF
2) WAITER

Accom. Available
Richmond, N.Yorks
TEL 01748 825715

Founded 1712

Royal Hospital School
Holbrook, Suffolk. IP9 2RX

Tel 01473 326210 Fax 01473 326213 E Mail rhsrhs@rmplc.co.uk
• A traditional, full seven-day-a week, boarding school demanding high standards

and with a commitment to the education of the whole person.
• Emphasis on academic work leading to a high degree of value added across the ability range.

• Accepting suitably qualified children from all backgrounds but particularly welcoming those from seafaring
families or with an interest in sailing and the sea.
• Strong Christian ethos; the magnificent Chapel

(and separate Roman Catholic Chapel) are the centre of School Life.
• Superb 200 acre rural campus in Suffolk overlooking the River Stour.

• Eleven newly refurbished boarding houses.
• New Art, Design and Technology Faculty and Information Technology Centre.

• Outstanding opportunities for Sports, in particular Sailing, and for Music.
• Entry at 11, 12, 13, 14 or directly in to the sixth form by examination and interview

• Fees related to Forces BSA

EastAngUa's largest
HMC co-educational
full boarding school

offering special
concessions to the

children and
grand children of

seafarers.

Open Days:

Sat 4th
October &

Sat 15th
November

1997

ADVERTISING RATES
(excl. VAT)

DISPLAY
Full Page £2,010

Half Page £1,110

Quarter Page £625

S.c.c . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . £12.50

CLASSIFIED
Lineage 80p per word
~ Trade minimum 30wds.

For Sale, Minimum lOwds.

Penfriends see page 37
Box number £2.75

Discounts, Colour Rates,
Technical Details available on request.

Tel: 01705 724226 For a full media pack

Executive Recruitment Services
Ambassador House, 575-599 Maxted Road, Hemel Hempstead, Herts HP2 7DX

weapons Systems
Engineer

Surrey ENeg
This is an excellent opportunity for an experi-

enced Weapons Engineering Officer/CPOWEA

to work within a combat system design envi-

ronment. Your responsibilities will include the

timely delivery, quality & performance of

Seawolf, 1802SW, EOTS, 76 & 35mm gun

systems and documentation, internal and

external interfaces to radar and gun systems,

effective running of the Seawolf Integration

Authority (SIA) and Gunnery Integration

Authority (CIA). Ideally you will be of

HND/Degree standard and a member of the

IEE. Salaries will reflect experience.

Contact: Splro Vaos Ref: SV4010

Ships Electrical
Engineer

Glasgow ENeg
Responsible for the delivery and performance

of ships electrical and related systems and

documentation to the clients customers.

Specific tasks include assisting in ships electri-

cal and related systems project and design

reviews. Successful candidates will be qualified

to at least HND and have at least 10 years expe-

rience of Ships Electrical supplies.

Contact: Clive Barratt Ref: CB4011

Sonar/Bathy Engineer
Surrey/Glasgow £Neg
Working within our clients combat systems

division the successful candidate will be

responsible for the delivery and subsequent

acceptance of Sonar and Bathythermograph

systems to their customers. You will ideally

have 10 years experience within Sonar systems

(not necessarily just shipborne) and be educat-

ed to Degree standard. This position would be

split between Glasgow and Surrey so a degree

of flexibility on the candidates part is a must.

Contact: Cllve Barratt Ref: CB4012

Test & integration
Engineer

Cumbria/Glasgow ENeg
Suitable candidates will ideally be HND/Degree

qualified with experience in test and

integration within a marine environment.

Responsibilities will include the technical man-

agement of CSIA Statement of Work packages,

the management of requirements sell off

from sub-contractors and to customers.

Specific tasks will include participation in:

SIF/LBIF/CGT design and the maintenance of a

Problem Record System. Salaries will reflect

the candidates experience within such envi-

ronments.

Contact: Splro Vaos Ref: SV4013

Telephone
01942 251691

Fax
01442 250063

Email
executlve@tfial.pipex.coRi
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Indoor rowing
record falls
ROYAL Marine Cpl Nigel
Owen has set a new world
record for indoor rowing
after by clocking up
100,000m in 7hours 57 sec-
onds.

After his marathon row,
Nigel (30) from Upton St
Leonards, said: "I wanted to
jump up and punch the air but
all I could manage was to drop
the bar and lie back."

In the process, Nigel raised
£170 in sponsorship for the
counselling service Relate.

Selected for
South Africa
SCOTLAND-based sub-
mariner Bud Flannagan has
been selected to represent the
Royal Navy in a prestigious
sailing regatta in South Africa.

Bud (39) is the only person
from Scotland selected for the
event which wi l l see a ten-strong
RN team racing dinghies against
sailors from 25 dif ferent nations.

The regatta is one of many
events marking the 75th anniver-
sary of the South African Navy.
Bud said: "It's a great honour to
be selected, part icularly as it is the
first time for many years that the
RN Dinghy Team has competed
internationally.

Called up for
Nl Services
PO Doc Cox was voted
Man of the Match after
being called up to play for
Northern Ireland CS Rugby
XV.

The ex-Devonport Services
flanker was presented with
the award by former British
Lions and Ireland Captain
Willie John MacBride after a
narrow defeat by a well-drilled
Ulster Development XV.

Gritty performance
from cricket squad
THE HIGHS and lows of the RN
cricket team's season were re-
experienced at this year's inter-
service festival at Aldershot.

After playing themselves out of trouble
with a gritty performance by the lower
order batsmen in the opening match
against the RAF, an excellent all-round
effort in the field saw them to a 30-run vic-
tory.

But in a rain-reduced match against the
Army, a poor batting display saw the Navy
soundly beaten by 70 runs, and the Army
went on to become this season's champi-
ons after defeating the RAF by six wickets.

On the opening day, the RAF won the
toss and put the Navy in. This was to prove
a sound move as Phillips ripped out the
top order of the Navy batting to reduce
them to 66 for 6.

Lt Cdr Piers Moore provided the back-
bone of the innings, making 45 in 2 'A
hours. He added 49 for the 7th wicket with
Mne Andy Procter (31).

Lt David Pinder (34) playing in his first

INTERSERVICES CRICKET
BY ENTAILLEUR

senior inter-service match added 40 with
skipper Lt Cdr Chris Slocombe for the 9th
wicket as the Navy totalled 192-9 from
their 55 overs - a very good recovery after
being 115 for 7 at one stage.

The RAF scored freely at the start of
their innings and reached 159 in 12 overs,
but lost 4 wickets in the process, Pinder
striking twice in his opening four overs.

Riddell and Phillips added 83 for the
5th wicket before Pnillipswas out for 50
with the score at 135-5.

Against the odds
Mne Greg Owen, in his first interservice

match, then bowled the Navy to victory
with 3 for 27 in nine overs.

The RAF lost their last four wickets for
10 runs and were all out for 162. The Navy
won the match against all the odds by 30
runs, to the delight of their supporters.

The Navy won the toss in their 45-over
game against the Army and put them in to
bat.

LS Steve Miles, replacing the injured
Garbutt, bowled his nine overs for just 23
runs and the Navy bowlers kept the early
batsmen in check. After 30 overs the Army
were 95-4 with Cotterill out for 50.

Mne Owen again bowled well for the
Navy, taking 4 for 35 from his nine overs
as the Army totalled 171 for 8 from their
45 overs - they lost four wickets to run
outs.

Owen and S/Lt Tim Berry, another
debutant, began well but Owen was out for
25 with the score at 40 for 3, only Mne Tim
Burt (25) and Mne Procter (12) reached
double figures as the Navy batsmen failed
to respond to the challenge in the face of
some tight bowling and fielding.

The need for players to learn to pace the
innings was demonstrated clearly as they
were dismissed for 101 with nearly 10
overs of their allocated 45 remaining. The
Army won by 70 runs to become 1997
Interservice Champions.

Lady golfers swing
a decisive victory
THE RN women's golf team won this year's interservice title in
an exciting three-day event at the Gainsborough Golf Club in
Lincolnshire.

On paper, the team were the underdogs but the event was played in a
simialr way to the Curtis Cup on a no-handicap 'scratch' basis but they
beat both the Army and the RAF by five matches to four on the
American pattern course with large bunkers and water hazards.

Many games went to the final hole and victory was clinched by Captain
Pippa Duncan who sankl a 6ft put across a slope on the final green.

The team were Captain Pippa Duncan, PO Wren Pam Jack, Cdr Moira
Hoath (team cpatain) Wren Wendy Briggs, PO Wren Riz Davis, Lt Kate
Wheater and LWren Caroline Mclndoe.

VICKI IS FASTEST
FORCES FEMALE
LWW VICKI NORTON was the fastest forces female In the
first London Triathlon on September 21.

Vicki, from HMS Drake, completed the 1,500m swim, 40km cycle
race and 10km road run in just 2hours 13 minutes 1 second.

A total of 31 Navy triathletes competed In the event and on cur-
rent form Vivki should have no trouble defending her title as the
ladies number one at the Interservices triathlon at Sherborn
Castle, Dorset, on October 1st.

Vlck! has been competing in triathlon for four years and won
the Navy championships earlier in the year. She also came sec-
ond in the Guernsey Middle Distance competition and was sixth
in the national duathion championships.

Athletics Club bounces back
THE ROYAL Navy Athletics Club completed a memorable
season by gaining promotion back to Southern League Division
2 after only one season in Division 3, writes Lt Cdr Bob
Chapman.

The fifth fixture in Oxford got off to a good start with CSgt Williams
1st and LPT Edwards second in the 400m hurdles. The 800m saw
more good points with LCH Potts 2nd and LPT Breed 3rd and a bril-
liant performance by Lt Gough earned him 1st place in the 5,000m.

The most pleasing result of the day saw two first places in the 400m
by LPT Hoi and OM Turner. Futher winners were CPL Hope (110m
hurdles and pole vault) the 4xlOOm relay team, OM Spencer-Smith
(long and high jump) and Sgt Gibbs (pole vault).

All these, plus some other excellent performances saw the RNAC
finish second, just one point behind the afternoon's winners, Oxfod
AC. The man of the match award went to CSgt Williams who has pro-
duced great results in both hurdles events throughout the season.

To add to the agony, RNAC were unable to field any athletes in the
300m steeplechase. If any two runner had completed this event, the
minumun score of two points would have been enough to clinch the fix-
ture. The result kept the RNAC in fourth place in the league and pro-
motion depended on the final fixture at Victory Stadium.

Q Round 5 Results: Oxford 130pts RNAC 129pts Queens Park 110
Windsor 86 Diss 82.

The Club fielded a strong side on a sunny day at their home ground
and after studying the league position it was calculated that they need-
ed to finish in the top two to gain promotion.

After a shaky start in the 400m hurdles RNAC got back into their
winning ways with Ists from LPT Hoi (100m and 400m) LPT Breed
(800m) Mid Blackburn (200m) 4 x 100m and 4 x 400m relay teams, Mne
Wright (long jump) Cpl Hope (pole vault) OM Spencer-Smith (triple
jump) Mr Mitchell (hammer) Mr Green (javelin) and CPO Mortley
(shot putt).

Strong support
Once again the winners were all well supported by the rest of the

team (nine ssecond places) and this meant that throughout the after-
noon the RNAC were never out of first place.

Even more pleasing was the fact that the club won the fixture by 17.5
points and clinched promotion back to Division 2 after one season in
Division 3. The man of the match award was presented to LPT Hoi for
producing the fastest 400m (50.2s) in the RN for several seasons.

Q Round 6 Results: RNAC 137.5 pts North London 120pts
Serpentine 93.5 Metropolitan Police 93.5 Walton 83.5.

This helped the RNAC climb one place to finish third in the final
league with 25 points, behind winners Winchester with 26 and
Serpentine with 25.5. j

In brief
Dates for ski
championships
AS Navy News went to press
the RN/RM Dry Slope Skiing
Championships were ge '
underway in Plymouth.

For a full report, and informa-
tion on the RN Winter Sports
Association Learn to Ski Week
and Alpine Skiing Championships
in Valloire, France, from January 3
to 17, look out for the November
issue.

Navy crew
nets new title
THE ROYAL Navy's 16-
strong team in Stavanger,
Norway, were invited to
take part in a fishing com-
petition between the RAF
and the Army.

WO Len Smith, LW Si Henry,
RS Bryan Parry, CPO Dave
Hadland, LW Andy Boiling and
RS Gary Young won the com-
petition, and RS Young won
the individual competition after
catching a Sib cod.

Barbarians to
visit Pompey
ON THE same day that the
RNRU U21 flew to Italy for a
two-match tour, the world
famous BA BA's RFC con-
firmed that they would play
the CS Senior XV at 1800 on
Wednesday November 11 at
Burnaby Road, Portsmouth.

Chairman of U21 rugby, Lt Cdr
Phil Noble, said: "The tour to Italy
will be no 'players jolly. The two
matches are high profile and are
against strong divisional opposi-
tion, Rovigo RFC and Treviso
RFC."

Squash finals
at Temeraire
THE ROYAL Navy Squash
Championships are to be
held at HMS Temeraire from
October 24 to 26.

For further details, contact
the RNSRA Secretary, Lt Cdr
Steve Fuller on 01705 723741
or internally on 9380 23741.

Scott hosts
top players
STAR players from Plymouth
Raiders basketball team will
be visited the Navy's brand
new survey ship HMS Scott in
September.

The trip was arranged mv engi-
neering officer Lt Jim Davfes just
before the start of the new season.

Players toured the ship and
demonstrated their skills to mem-
bers of the crew using a basketball
net in the ship's games room.

Sports lottery
needs support
THE Sports Lottery pro-
vides grants worth £150,000
towards equipment pur-
chases and expedition
costs.

But the organisers are keen
to remind all personnel that
this is only possible with their
support.

Applications for grants
should be made to the Lottery
Manager at HMS Temeraire on
application form (SCB) Form 1
which are available through PT
Offices, UPOs or direct from
the lottery manager.
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Air Force
puts Navy
pilots to

flight
AFTER a rainy training
week, the Interservices
Hang Gliding
Champion-ships in
South Wales took place
over five days of glori-
ous sunshine.

The Open Class com-
pleted 8 tasks in five days
of flying, but the lift was
generally light and pilots
had to fight hard for every
mile flown.

For the first time in sev-
eral years, the two Naval
Robs did not dominate the
Championships. Lt Cdr
Rob Dowdell was at sea
and the RAF's Fit Lt Gary
Wirdnam was flying so
well that Lt Rob Schwab of
899 Sqn had to be content
with second place and half
the points of his rival.

CPO Mike Wood (Drake)
S/Lt Alex Cross
( L o u g h b o r o u g h
University) and CPO
Wayne Holmes (Talent)
were all in the Open Class
for the first time and flew
well to finish 6th, 10th and
11th respectively.

In the Intermediate
Class, Lt Dominic
Hurndall, Lt Dave Moody
and CPO Al Huteson strug-
gled to overcome the
strong Army presence for
5th, 6th and 7th.

High hopes
The Army had also

packed the Novice Class
with new pilots and had
high hopes of winning
until CPO Mike
Ousby(MOD London) took
off. Flying consistently
well, he kept the other
eleven Army pilots at bay
and won the Novice Class.

The RN Team was
placed second, just behind
the RAF. Unfortunately, Lt
Cdr Pete Stewart of SM1,
Faslane, sustained the
only injury of the fortnight,
when he broke his arm
during an awkward landing
in the Black Mountains.

It was also an unlucky
year for another couple of
Royal Navy pilots who
damaged their gliders by
dropping them, either on
launch or landing. Details
of hang gliding and
paragliding courses at the
Joint Services Centre in
Wales are detailed in JSP
419.

Yachtsmen ready
for rivals in Oz
THE RN sailing team has
been training hard for a
prestigious race series
in Australia later this
year.

The Southern Cross
Challenge is a nine-race event
which culminates in the
famous Sidney to Hobart race
starting on boxing day.

The RN team have been put
through their paces by skipper Lt
Cdr Mike Broughton and have
already achieved some notable
successes.

Fastnet result
Borrowing the yacht Assuage,

owned by the Commodore of the
Royal Ocean Racing Club, Mr
Terry Robinson, the team were
first in class in the Fastnet Race
and 6th overall out of 280 yachts in
the international field.

And Cdr Broughton also skip-
pered the boat to first overall in
the Swan European
Championships held at Cowes.

SAILING
ROUND-UP
Q Meanwhile, more details of

the Interservice Inshore and
Offshore Regatta have reached
Navy News.

Cdr Broughton skippered
Gauntlet of Tamar to victory in the
inshore Princess Elizabeth Cup for
the second year running despite a
Force 6 and torrential rain.

And Rapana, skippered by Cdr
Mike Shrives, was the first team
boat in Class 3, second fastest on
corrected time both in class and
overall, and were the first JSASTC
Victoria 34.

But the offshore race turned out
to be as much a lesson in sea sur-
vival as racing tactics.

Benign weather at start turned
out to be the lull before the storm
and as the yachts reached across
the Channel the wind increased to
gale force with a confused sea,

and seamanship and safety of the
crew became paramount.

The Army yacht Parthia was
knocked flat in the night and was
rescued by Alderney Lifeboat.

The lifeboat cox'n said he
believed Parthia had rolled a full
360 degrees and praised her crew
for their professional handling of
the situation.

The RN Nicholson 55 Chaser
led for over half the race until a
spinnaker downhaul snapped, and
with ropes whipping round in the
wind the problem took 2 'A hours
to sort out.

Gauntlet took the lead and held
it almost until the end of the race
when a reefing line snapped, leav-
ing them with an unmanageable
main and robbing them of a place
in the prizes.

Rapana battled on through 50
knots of wind, making Little
Russel a daunting place to be at
night with wind over tide. Later,
the skipper reported that he had
never been so pleased to finish a
race and that he regarded being a
prizewinner as a bonus.

Rugby teams on form
THE Royal Navy Portsmouth
and the Royal Marines took
the honours at the Vosper
Thornycroft Army Rugby
Union Inter Corps 10-a-side
tournament at Havant Rugby
Club.

The Royal Marines retained the
Vosper Thornycroft Cup. Led by
man of the tournament Cpl Bob
Armstrong, they were the eventual
winners by 24 points to 12 over the
Royal Logistic Corps.

RN Portsmouth, led by the vet-
eran CPO Eddie Over, won the
Bowl Competition 17-12 against
the Irish Infantry. The game went
to extra time and LWEM Tom
Arnold scored the winning try
after a scything break from the half
way line.

This sets up the RNRU Inter
Command Competition for the
Blakeney Cup. Last season the
Royal Marines won by defeating
Portsmouth in the final match by
23 points to 20.

Rugby League
The fledgling RN Rugby League

team faced their toughest test to
date when they took on the might
of the Barla under 23s at Burnaby
road.

• Royal Navy Portsmouth in action during the Vosper
Thornycroft Army Rugby Union Inter-Corps ten-a-side tourna-
ment at Havant Rugby Club.

The RN gave Barla U23 cause
for concern in the early stages of
the match but at the end of the day
the visitors' fitness and experience
carried them through to a 38-12
victory.

After early successes in nines
and tens competition, the Navy put
up stiff opposition in their first 80

minutes together as a full squad.
Navy Captain Andy Steel said:

"For the first ten minutes I think
everyone was overawed by the
situation. We came back from it
but at the end of the day, over-
laps, fitness and experience on
the Barla lads side side won it for
them and all credit to them."

"We've got a lot of union play-
ers but there's only a smattering
of Rugby League players and it
was the first 80 minutes we've
had together. You can't just
throw a side together and expect
results but I think we did bril-
liantly , the lads showed a lot of
heart.

"That was probably going to be
one of the toughest games were
ever going to have. The next peo-
ple we've got to beat are the
Army and the RAF and I don't
think they're going to be as fit as
these lads.

Barla U23 Captain Phil Craine
had high praise for the Navy
squad. He said: "They had us
worried- they are a good side.

"We scored a couple early trys
and we thought we were going to
win it easy, but they came back at
us, and shook us up.

"You could tell that they were
a bit raw, but I'm sure that after a
few more games they'll be there."
• Left: RN Rugby League
Captain Andy Steel intercepts
a pass as the Navy feel the
weight of Barla U23.

• The Royal Navy sailing team are put through their paces ON
Assuage by skipper Lt Cdr Mike Broughton. The boat is on loan
from Royal Ocean Racing Club Commodore Mr Terry Robinson.

Pompey reach out to
their overseas fans

PORTSMOUTH Football Club has launched a special
deal for supporters serving overseas.

The Club is offering mem-
bership of the Blue Army sup-
porters club for £15 instead of
the usual £20.

Members get a discounted
programme subscription ser-
vice, free match reports by fax,
special offers on club videos
and discounts on Pompey mer-
chandise by mail order.

The club will also supply
posters and banners for mess

quarters and members will be
able to book advance tickets
by credit card for all-ticket
games if they know they'll be
home for the match.

To join the Blue Army
supporters club, return the
form below or telephone
Portsmouth Football Club's
Membership Secretary
Sharon Knight on 01705
825016.

BLUE ARMY
BRITISH FORCES

APPLICATION FORM
Season 1997/98 Adult £15 Junior £8

ARE YOU a Pompey fan? Fed up with getting second-hand
news about the club and dated match reports? Why not join
the thousands of other loyal Pompey supporters who've
signed up for the Blue Army, Portsmouth F.C.'s own official
supporters club?
British Forces Members receive:
• Official membership card
• Exclusive membership gifts
• Priority booking for games
• 10% off all Pompey

merchandise (except sale items)

• FREE Travel Club
membership

• FREE match reports by fax

• Exclusive discounted programme
subscription service

• Special offers on club videos
• Regular newsletters
• Special price on club VIP visits

(by arrangement) including
discounted local accommodation,
a tour of the ground and tickets
for a match

BFPO name and address (block capitals please)

Tel Fax D.O.B
ChequeOPostal OrderOCredit Card[I]Type

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn
Card expiry date D D / D D

Signature Date
Send your application form and payment to Portsmouth F.C., Frogmore Road,

Portsmouth PO4 8RA. Allow 28 days for receipt of your membership pack.

THANKS FOR YOUR SUPPORT. PLAY UP POMPEY!
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Ocean Wave ships return - 45,OOO miles later

The Force
is with you
JETTIES at Plymouth and Portsmouth were crowded with
hundreds of families welcoming home ships of the Ocean
Wave task group at the end of August.

From his flagship HMS Gloucester and the frigate HMS

Picture: LA(PHOT) Richard Thompson

SIZING-UP CARRIERS
• From front page

ing the Sea Dart surface-to-air
missile system which, in the cur-
rent climate, is regarded as
expendable in carriers.

Typically, this would allow three
more Sea Harriers or RAF GR7
Harriers to be embarked, with
more storage space for weapons,
without affected helicopter com-
plement. At present an Invincible-
class can embark up to 18 fixed
wing aircraft, but in practice rarely
carries more than 12 - and often
less than that.

Navy News understands
from reliable Naval sources
that the alterations are like-
ly to start with HMS
Illustrious, but the first to
be refitted may be HMS
Invincible which goes into
dock in the new year.

The refits will enhance capabili-
ty to sustain the further operation
of carrier-borne GR7s, the success
of which is proving to be a mile-
stone in RN-RAF co-operation
(see page 19).

Meanwhile, discussions have
been opened with the Army about
the possibility of operating
Apache attack helicopters in a
similar way.

"The carrier is a highly mobile
defence airfield, not an RN asset,"
says Admiral Blackham.

"That is why I am so enthusias-
tic about our current operations
with GR7s. They are proving a
great success, and the RAF is
enthusiastic about them, too."

MOD watch
on homes
sell-off deal
THE MINISTRY of Defence is
continuing to monitor the effec-
tiveness of the arrangements fol-
lowing the sale last year of 57,000
married quarter homes in England
and Wales.

A spokesman for MOD told
Navy News that the present
Government accepts the sell-off as
an "accomplished fact" and will
ensure that the arrangement pro-
duces the best deal for both
Service families and taxpayers.
The homes were sold for £1,662
million to Annington Group,
MOD paying £100 million a year
to rent back the 55,000 dwellings
which were not disposed of imme-
diately.

Crew shortages
keeping ships
out of exercises
SHORTAGES of Warfare Branch ratings have led to some Royal Navy ships
being prevented from taking part in training exercises.

There is a total shortfall of
600, with Warfare Branch gap-
ping accounting for two-thirds
of that. The Royal Marines,
too, have been hit, and are 340
under strength. One RM offi-
cer has described the situation
as "very serious".

To help keep up the strength of
the Commando at highest readi-
ness for the Joint Rapid
Deployment Force, the
Commando at lowest readiness has
been cut by 30 per cent.

Cause of the shortages is being
put down to the block on recruit-
ment during manpower cuts and to

Four RN ships
in search for
boat survivors

FOUR Royal Navy ships took part in a large-scale search for 30
illegal immigrants after their wooden craft was swamped in the
strait between Morocco and Spain.

The sweep for survivors from the
25ft Moroccan boat was.-co-ordi-
nated by HMS York. Also involved
in the search were her Lynx heli-
copter, the Gibraltar Squadron
patrol craft HMS Trumpeter and
HMS Ranger, the Lynx from HMS
London, which was alongside for
minor repairs at the Rock, and four
Gibraltar police boats.

Spanish vessels and aircraft, and
a French yacht, were also involved
in the operation in which nine sur-
vivors and six bodies were found -
one by the York. The remaining
boat people are still missing.

Brave bound
for Falklands
HMS BRAVE was visiting Brazil,
on route to the Falkland Islands,
as Navy News went to press.

After a year in dockyard hands,
the Type 22 frigate is taking over
South Atlantic guardship duties
from HMS Somerset. During her
seven-month deployment she will
also visit Salvador in Brazil, Las
Palmas in the Canaries and
Montevideo in Uruguay.

9"770028"167054"

Royal Yacht making
her farewell tour

EIGHT ports around the UK
will be visited by HMY
Britannia when she makes
her farewell tour of Britain
this month.

The Royal Yacht is sched-
uled to call at Portsmouth -
where she is based -
Liverpool, Cardiff, Glasgow,

Aberdeen, Tyneside, London
and Plymouth.

As Navy News went to
press there were no details
as to whether her visits
would involve any members
of the Royal Family. Britannia
is due to decommission in
December. j

other funding factors.
Ships undertaking current mili-

tary tasks are unaffected, as their
complements are being kept up to
strength as a priority. And there is
little leeway for gapping in the
lean-manned Type 23s.

Vigorous efforts are being made
to redress the shortages. The
Warfare Branch problems are like-
ly to level off shortly, while reten-
tion is encouragingly normal - with
only about seven per cent seeking
premature release.

Recruiting drive
The Marines, too, are undertak-

ing an intense recruiting and reten-
tion drive. However, a knock-on
effect of the RM trickle drafting
into units to maintain top-readi-
ness strength has resulted in a large
measure of turbulence, with per-
sonnel being transferred between
Scotland and the South West of
England.

One member of the Corps
said: "Our men do not enjoy
being shifted in large num-
bers between these two
places, and so we're looking
at ways of getting around it,
and moving fewer people."

The Navy is also concerned
about ageing equipment - particu-
larly 996 air/surface search radar
which equips the Type 42 anti air
warfare destroyers. Work to main-
tain the system's reliability was
now proving costly.

And by the time HM ships
Albion and Bulwark enter service,
the vessels they are replacing -
HMS Fearless and Intrepid - will
be 35 years old.

• Defence Secretary George
Robertson said he recognised that
undermanning was a serious prob-
lem.

In a speech to the Royal United
Services Institute, he also said that
the current Strategic Defence
Review would look at how Britain
should modernise force structures
and capabilities in the light of the
scale of deployments we should
plan.

Illustrious, the Commander of
the UK Task Group, Rear
Admiral Alan West, said that
during their eight months away
his ships had taken part in 24
major exercises with the armed
forces of 20 countries - and for
nearly five months the group
had been the most powerful
naval force in the region, apart
from the US Seventh Fleet.

Illustrious had steamed
45,400 nautical miles and had
been visited by more than
30,000 members of the public.
Her ship's company of 1,200
had raised almost £18,000 for
charity during the deployment
(see page 17).

The carrier entered Ports-
mouth with the destroyer HMS

Richmond. Their ships' compa-
nies had raised a total of more
than £3,500 for charity.

On the same day another
Ocean Wave frigate, the Type
22 HMS Beaver, returned to
Plymouth with the tanker RFA
Olna. During her deployment
Beaver became the first British
warship to visit the Socialist
Republic of Vietnam, her trip
coinciding with British Week in
Ho Chi Minn City.

RFA Sir Percivale, too,
returned to her Marchwood
base after supporting the
largest Royal Marines exercis-
es in the Far East for over 20
years.

• The submarines return -
page 10.

With the spars of HMS Victory in the foreground, Ocean Wave
flagship HMS Illustrious comes home to Portsmouth.
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