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POSITIVE SPIN

846 Sea Kings go hot and high in Afghanistan - centre pages
TANKS FOR THE MEMORY

Warfare on a small scale

THE BOMBER BEAT

Extra protection for V-boats on the Clyde
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Fleet Focus

THE Royal Navy’s major deployment of the first half of
the year, Orion 08, has got off to a rather faltering start
thanks to some engineering troubles for flagship HMS
lllustrious.

But while the cat’s away... minehunters HMS Atherstone and
Chiddingfold have been enjoying semi-autonomy as they edge
ever eastwards, first visiting The Rock (see opposite), then Malta
(see pages 8 and 9).

The Orion force will eventually unite and head east of Suez,
already the domain of HMS Argyll (see page 4), Campbeltown,
Ramsey, Blyth and RFA Cardigan Bay; the latter has just
replaced RFA Sir Bedivere, which has returned to the UK and
paid off for good (see pages 6 and 7).

Back too from the Gulf - possibly for good - are the fliers of
847 Naval Air Squadron who have completed a tour of duty in
Basra (see page 6). Now home, they can prepare for another tour
of duty, this time in Afghanistan. Out of the frying pan...

Their Commando Helicopter Force comrades, 846 NAS are
already in theatre (see the centre pages) getting used to an
environment the Harriers of the Naval Strike Wing and the
Royal Marines of 40 Commando (see pages 14 and 15) are now
accustomed to.

Life in the Gulf region can be a bit monotonous, so lions
and dolphins livened things up aboard HMS Manchester - the
Detroit Lions and Miami Dolphins (see page 7).

In rather cooler waters, destroyer HMS Nottingham had the
gremlins from Flag Officer Sea Training drop in on them in the
Falklands for a week to hone their fighting skills (see page 7),
while the islands’ new patrol ship HMS Clyde headed to South
Georgia for the first time to get to know the area... and its
manifold penguins (see page 22).

The penguin-related tomfoolery doesn’t end there. Nope, as
if there were not enough pingus in this world, now there are
more of them as HMS Endurance found a previously unknown
colony. The icebreaker also found the wreck of the cruise ship
Explorer which sank last year (see page 37).

At the other end of the earth, there’s a convergence of RN/
RM forces around Harstad in northern Norway for winter war
games. Involved are HM Ships Ark Royal, Cornwall, Albion and
Bulwark, plus RFA Mounts Bay and 42 and 45 Commandos
(see page 7).

In home waters, the deeds of the Search and Rescue men and
women of HMS Gannet and 771 NAS have deservedly been in
the news for two high-profile rescues off the English coast (see
page 4).

Getting to know home waters all over again is Fleet submarine
HMS Torbay, the first boat in the Silent Service to receive
electronic charts - among other enhancements during a year-
long revamp (see right).

Knowing how Royals like to blow things up, we spent a couple
of days on the range with them in Dorset... blowing things up
(and learning the art of being a ‘tankie’ — see page 23).

The Royals also stop things blowing up sometimes, most
notably Britain’s nuclear arsenal, which now has an extra layer of
protection thanks to the green berets of Fleet Protection Group
Royal Marines (see page 16).

Minehunter HMS Ledbury and university boat HMS Raider met
in the Channel off Deal to commemorate the 66th anniversary of
the Channel Dash (see page 13).

Sailors from HMS Richmond were applauded through the
streets of Hampshire’s county town as Winchester hosted a
parade for veterans of Afghanistan and Iraq (see page 217). If that
isn’t praise enough for the frigate, she’s also our ship of the
month (turn to page 12).

HMS Exeter drew thousands of visitors at the London Boat
Show (see page 17)... but if you missed her there’s another
chance to meet your Navy at an event in Portsmouth in July,
cunningly titled Meet Your Navy - the successor to Navy Days
(see page 36 for details).
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Plus one ballistic missile submarine on patrol somewhere beneath the Seven Seas

HUNTER-killer submarine HMS
Torbay is at the forefront of
underwater warfare after emerging

from a year-long overhaul.

The Trafalgar-class boat is the last of
Britain’s fleet submarines to be fitted with
Tomahawk cruise missiles... but the first to
receive the latest version of the weapon,
Block IV.

And Torbay is also the first vessel in the
Silent Service to ditch paper charts having
been fitted with the electronic mapping
system WECDIS during her year alongside
in Faslane.

WECDIS has become bread and butter
for the surface fleet in recent years, where
it has drastically cut the workload of
navigators.

Torbay’s navigator Lt Simon Donovan
expects it to do the same for his job - but
first he has to write the manual.

WECDIS for boats is different from the
surface variant. For a start, once submerged
there’s no way of knowing precisely where
the submarine is; surface ships receive
constant GPS updates to their location.

Submariners use a complex series of
algorithms and calculations to estimate
their position underwater - creating an
ellipsis within which their boat should be
found. As long as the submarine remains
within that ellipsis, she should be safe.

Those same algorithms have been
programmed into WECDIS and each five
seconds it will update the ellipsis — which
is drawn around the submarine on the
computer screen.

The Torbay team have less than three
months to learn how to use the new
navigational system — and two of those are
spent in the simulators.

“There is no handbook for WECDIS in
submarines - the pages are blank. FOST
are learning at the same time as we are.
We’ve got to write the manual,” explained
Lt Donovan.

“I've already had guys from the next
boat to get it ringing up, asking for all the
information we’ve compiled.”

With writing that manual and planning
routes on paper and on computer, WECDIS
is doubling the officer’s workload. In time,
however, it will half it.

“Planning the route into Faslane, for
example, would take two to three hours on
charts. With WECDIS, it’s a 20-minute job
- and once it’s done it can be saved so you
don’t have to keep planning it,” Lt Donovan
added.

“l will not miss the paper charts and
WECDIS will give me more time to
devote to other duties, such as divisional
responsibilities.”

WECDIS links in with the submarine
command system (SMCS or ‘smacks’),
allowing contacts to be marked on the
map.

“Boats are making more use of
WECDIS than the surface fleet,” said
CPO(TSM) ‘Kirsty’ Nicoll.

“The picture we have for command
of the boat is superb. It’s good to see
we’re going forwards, not taking one
step backwards.”

Another step forward comes in the
form of Block IV Tomahawk which
allows the missile to be ‘re-targeted’
in flight; the Block Il version of the
weapon would self-destruct if it
veered off course.

Away from ‘warfighting’
improvements, life aboard Torbay
on deployments should be slightly
more bearable.

Her crew will be able to send
and receive emails at sea for
the first time and, on occasions,
access the internet.

Manual labour

The improved communications system
will gather all the electronic mail written by
the submariners and each time the boat
is at periscope depth, she will send back
all this data - and pick up any incoming
email.

“It should revolutionise things,” said
Lt Jez Barron, Torbay’s deputy weapon
engineer officer. “As well as the hearts and
minds aspect, all the surface ships do a lot
of their work via email so it’s important that
submarines integrate with them.

“Most of the time we’re operating dived,
but we’ll pop up to periscope depth, get all
the info in and out and then dive again.”

Keeping hearts and minds happy has
been a challenge with the boat spending a
year away from her home port; T-

class boats are usually overhauled in
Devonport.

Unsurprisingly only a handful of
Torbay’s crew live near Faslane; most
live in and around the West Country.
“Generally speaking the lads have

not been out of pocket up here
thanks to warrants,” said CPO
Nicoll.

“I did tell my wife: ‘Don’t come to
Faslane.” She doesn’t believe me
that the weather’s so bad up here.

“On the plus side, because we’re
in Faslane the lads have not been
itching to get away in the evening,

and that has focused the minds.”
Torbay is undergoing trials

following her revamp and will

return to her home port of

Devonport ahead of work-up for

an impending deployment later

this year.

@ Steely skies for Torbay as she

conducts trials near Faslane
Picture: PO(Phot) ‘Mez’ Merrill, FRPU Clyde
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® Lolling in the shadow of The Rock, HMS Atherstone escapes the winter

gales battering Blighty. Gibraltar was the first port of call for the Crazy A

and her ‘partner in crime’, HMS Chiddingfold, on their Orion deployment

to the Gulf and Indian Ocean. The two Hunt-class mine warfare

vessels took advantage of the Mediterranean sun and rather more

'element seas to test their Seafoxes ahead of reaching an op-

erational theatre. See pages 8 and 9 for a round-up of
the Orion deployment so far.

Picture: LA(Phot) Pete Smith, FRPU East
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THIS is the dramatic
moment  Chief Petty
Officer Dave Rigg lifted
a passenger off the stricken
banana boat MV Horncliff to
the safety of Rescue 193 as

winter storms threatened to

overwhelm her.

It was one of two high-profile
rescues by Naval aviators within two
days during ferocious weather which
lashed the Beritish Isles.

Sea Kings from Gannet Flight at
HMS Gannet in Prestwick and 771
NAS of RNAS Culdrose in Cornwall
were scrambled, respectively, when
maydays were received from a ferry
— MV Riverdance - and the Horncliff as
January turned to February.

The Riverdance, a freight ferry, had
almost crossed the Irish Sea bound for
Heysham in Lancashire when ferocious
winds and fearsome seas threatened
to overwhelm her.

The Gannet fliers were over the

struggling ship just 65 minutes after
being scrambled - aided by strong
winds which helped their Sea King
south.

When they arrived over the
Riverdance, the ferry was listing at up
to 60° in winds gusting up to 65kts.

An RAF Sea King from Valley in
Anglesey was already on the scene
and beginning to winch passengers
and crew off the Riverdance as the
Gannet helicopter arrived.

It fell to the Fleet Air Arm crew to
watch over the scene and co-ordinate
the rescue mission as lifeboats and a
Coastguard helicopter arrived.

Once the RAF had pulled eight
people to safety, the Gannet fliers
moved in, lowering aircrewman Kev
Regan on to the listing deck of the
Riverdance.

He winched six people into the Sea
King - two at a time - before the
helicopter turned for Blackpool airport
to drop the frightened sailors and
passengers safely on dry land.

“It all went smoothly - it was a

challenging night, but we didn’t
encounter any major problems,” said
co-pilot Lt Olivia ‘Liv’ Milles.

“The weather was pretty awful so
we didn’t want to hang around any
longer than necessary and the ship
was listing heavily. We were fortunate
that it was close to shore so there was
quite a lot of natural light — unusual for
a rescue at sea.”

The Gannet team had expected
a challenging night - but had not
expected a ferry rescue as most of
the crossings that night had been
cancelled.

“Twenty-three people is quite a lot to
rescue,” said LACMN Regan. “That’s
why there were so many helicopters on
the scene. We were actually told the
ship was at 60° and people were going
into the water.”

The fliers were back at Gannet
before midnight, fighting their way
back to Scotland in the teeth of the
gale - a flight which proved almost as
difficult as the rescue.

As Riverdance foundered, the

merchantman Horncliff was being
lashed in the Western Approaches
where waves threatened to overwhelm
her.

She ran headlong into a Force Ten
storm off south-western Ireland.

The Liberian-registered ship rocked
violently as three huge waves in
succession struck her, tossing upwards
of 100 containers into the sea, leaving
those aboard fearful for their lives and
injuring several sailors, including the
ship’s captain who suffered spinal
injuries and internal bleeding.

The ship sent out a mayday on Friday
February 1 and the RAF scrambled a
Search and Rescue helicopter from
Chivenor.

Atrocious weather conditions forced
the RAF fliers to abandon their rescue
mission.

By Saturday morning, the weather
had abated sufficiently for another
rescue attempt, this time conducted by
771 NAS from RNAS Culdrose.

Sea King Rescue 193 found Horncliff
about 70 miles off the Cornish coast.

Royal Navy...’

Winchman CPO Rigg was lowered on
to the vessel to assess three casualties
before the trio were winched up in a
stretcher and flown to Royal Cornwall
Hospital.

Among those rescued was
Hamburger Dahne Carstensen who
was honeymooning in the Horncliff
with his wife Suzanne.

The Carstensens were on the bridge
at the time the ship was struck by the
three huge waves.

Herr Carstensen suffered a broken
shoulder and ribs as the Horncliff
lurched violently.

“The ship went right over, then the
containers came off and the ship came
back up,” said Frau Carstensen.

“It was really horrible.”

She praised CPO Rigg for calming her
husband’s nerves as he was prepared
for winching into the Sea King.

“Thank you, the Royal Navy,” she
said simply.

Horncliff had been heading for Dover
carrying a cargo of fruit from Costa

Shhhh... it's
HMS Argyll

WE’D love to tell you what HMS
Argyll has been up to these
past few weeks.

Unfortunately, it’s really
rather secret.

But we can tell you that she’s
still east of Suez and not in the
Gulf.

The Devonport-based frigate
duties in the northern Gulf
have been handed over to
HMS Campbeltown while Argyll
headed for the Indian Ocean
to conduct sensitive maritime
security operations — which
meant communications with
home have been somewhat
stifled.

The good news is that
incoming emails were still
getting through... and there’s
half a tonne of post waiting for
the ship’s company when the
frigate finally puts into port.

The bad news is that all
the fresh food has just about
run out after a lengthy patrol,
which means the chefs
(sorry, logisticians (catering
services(preparation)) have
had to rely on frozen and
tinned produce to feed their
shipmates.

Luckily CO Cdr Gavin
Pritchard has a penchant for
UHT milk, although it’s a foible
not necessarily shared by his
shipmates.

FOR the second time this winter, the Royal
Fleet Auxiliary is coming to the aid of one of
the world’s most remote communities.

Last month tanker Gold Rover dashed
across the South Atlantic to deliver
urgently-needed medical supplies to the
people of Tristan da Cunha.

Now a more permanent RFA presence is
required as the sole harbour in the isolated
British dependency needs urgent repairs.

The 270 inhabitants of Tristan da Cunha,
which lies about 1,800 miles west of Cape
Town, rely on the sea for all their supplies
and trade.

Its harbour is being undermined by the
Atlantic swell, forcing emergency repairs
- ahead of a more permanent solution next
austral summer.

And so landing support ship RFA Lyme
Bay is being dispatched 5,000 miles from
her home of Portland with 150 pallets
of cement, bulldozers, stone crushers,
cement mixers and landing craft, plus 40
Royal Engineers, soldiers from the Royal
Logistics Corps and a team of RN medics,
to effect temporary repairs.

The vessel was due to arrive off the
island at the end of February and will
remain there until March 31. Once the
austral winter sets in, it’s unlikely
any work can be carried out on
the harbour.

Haven can’t wait for RFA

“We'll

Farmer.
“The

outcome for the islanders.”

@ Supplies and kit are ferried on
a Mexeflote from Marchwood
to RFA Lyme Bay in the

Solent

LN

be operating off the harbour
for about a month, probably in difficult
sea conditions, offloading the necessary
equipment and stores,” said Capt Peter

isolation of the community
brings its own challenges, but the ship’s
company are thoroughly looking forward

to the task — and hopefully a successful

Picture: LA (Phot) ‘Simmo’
Simpson, FRPU East

Back to
Portland

HMS Portland could be found
in the island with which she
shares her name.

The Devonport-based frigate
is actually named after the
Earl of Portland (it’s his family
motto, craignez honte - fear
dishonour — which the warship
also bears) but Commanding
Officer Cdr Mike Utley says his
men and women very much
regard the island as their
‘hometown’.

Indeed the ship enjoys close
ties with its affiliated towns of
Weymouth and Portland.

During her four-day spell in
harbour, the frigate played host
to the usual dignitaries and
affiliates.

Also climbing aboard were
students from colleges and
schools along the south coast
who had shown an interest in
joining the Senior Service.

It’s the first time Portland has
been to the island in two and a
half years.

She was kept busy much
of last year putting the kibosh
on drug traffickers in the
Caribbean.

Just days after the ship
departed - and as Navy News
went to press — councillors in
Weymouth and Portland were
debating granting the frigate
and her ship’s company the
freedom of their borough.
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There shall
bhe wings...
and cranes

THE aircraft which will be the
punch of carrier aviation into
the middle of this century finally
takes to the skies this spring.

The Fleet Air Arm variant of
the Joint Strike Fighter, successor
to the Harrier, is earmarked for
its maiden flight on May 8.

Conventional versions of the
JSF — officially the F35 Lightning
II — have been flying for several
years.

Britain wants a short take-off,
vertical landing (STOVL) version
of the jet to operate from its
future carriers Queen Elizabeth
and Prince of Wales next decade.

The very first of those STOVL
jets rolled off the production
line at Lockheed Martin’s Fort
Worth plant in Texas just before
Christmas.

It is currently going through
trials and tests ahead of that
maiden flight with veteran
Harrier test pilot Graham
Tomlinson at the controls.

He will fly conventional take
offs and landings at first before
progressing to the Lightning II’s
specialist methods of departure
and arrival.

In addition to progress on the
aircraft front, £28m of contracts
have been placed for the future
carriers.

The MOD has ordered four
diesel engines and electricity
generators — two for each ship
— at a cost of £18.5m.

A further £7.5m is being
pumped into visual landing aids
to guide helicopters and jets in
safely.

And £2m will be swallowed
up by detailed designs for the
ship’s bridge/navigation room and
Flyco, which directs flights on
and off the flight deck.

Ashore, Babcock has placed
a £35m contract to revamp
the dockyard at Rosyth so the
carriers can be assembled there.

Queen Elizabeth and Prince
of Wales will be built in sections
at yards around Britain and
ferried to the Forth to be pieced
together.

Given the size of the carriers
(circa 65,000 tons apiece), the
dry docks and infrastructure need
improving.

Included in the investment
in the yard will be the largest
‘Goliath’ crane installed in the
UK; it will be capable of lifting
the huge ship modules.

Return of the
hig gun?

AN EXTRA inch and a half could
make all the difference.

Yep, gunnery experts are
looking at replacing the Fleet’s
standard weapon of choice
with a more potent and more
accurate gun.

The 4.5in gun has been the
mainstay of the destroyer and
frigate fleet for three decades.

But despite modifications —
the latest variant of the gun, the
‘Kryten’, sits inside an angular
housing on some destroyers
and frigates — warfare officers
believe the 4.5in lacks the
range and accuracy demanded
by modern naval gunfire
support.

The guns of the fleet
have been called upon in
the Falklands in 1982 and,
more recently, during the
bombardment of the Al Faw
peninsula in Iraq five years ago.

The AS90 155mm howitzer
is a proven weapon with the
Army, delivering shells on to a
target up to 25 miles away.

Naval and land warfare
experts are working with BAE
Systems to try to adapt the
155 so it and its mounting and
ammunition-handling system
can be fitted within the confines
of the existing 4.5in mountings
and compartments.

The result could mean the
return of the 6in (or, more
accurately, the 6.1in) gun for
the first time since the guns
of cruiser HMS Blake barked
nearly three decades ago.

Fintastic voyage

THE huge fin of HMS Ambush - the second of Britain’s next-
generation submarines — has been carefully lowered on to the
boat’s ever-growing hull.

Cranes at BAE Systems’ Barrow yard inched the 78-tonne
structure into place, watched by the men who built it and
Ambush’s weapon engineer/senior naval officer Lt Cdr Bruce
Russell.

“You can really see how she’s coming together and taking on
the familiar submarine shape,” Lt Cdr Russell said.

That distinctive outline should become increasingly
recognisable by the month; the Astute-class submarine is
earmarked for launch in June 2009 and enter service in 2010.

GLOBAL REACH &

| Blg bad Wolf

BURSTING out of its silo, a Seawolf missile leaves the
sanctuary of HMS Somerset and races towards its
target low over the silver-blue Mediterranean.

This is the moment
that the Devonport-based
frigate earned her spurs, the
very last ‘tick in the box’
after months of trials
following an extensive
refit.

With Seawolf
successfully fired,
the Type 23 warship
could be declared fully
operational.

So the morning of Saturday
February 2 was somewhat tense as
final preparations were made.

Seawolf is the principal line of
defence for Britain’s frigate fleet,
battle-proven in the Falklands and
updated and improved since.

After refit initially, Somerset’s
Seawolf computer systems really
didn’t want to play ball.

By the time the ship went
through Operational Sea Training,
the glitches had been ironed out.

But it was going to take

of its silo, shattering the thin

glass covering each launch
tube, then barrel rolled and

flew horizontally towards
their victims... and bang
went the drones.

A salvo dispatched one
drone; two more targets
were brought down by
individual Seawolfs.

“This was a

champagne moment for

a team which has worked
diligently for months to prepare
a very sophisticated system,” said
Somerset’s Commanding Officer
Cdr Rob Wilson.

“Seawolf has passed this test
with flying colours and Somerset’s
operational survivability has been
demonstrated to all of us.”

Seawolf maintainer LWEA
“Toddy’ Todd added: “There was
quite a lot of pressure, but it was
a great feeling to see the missiles
taking out the targets

a live firing to convince all — a real weight off our
180-plus souls aboard _. ; minds.”
that the missile was on Seawolf was not the only

the top of its game.

Falcon jets from the Fleet
Support and Air Tasking
Organisation, operating from
RAF Gibraltar, towed small drone
targets (pictured inset) on a leash
about three miles long over the
Med.

It fell to Somerset to track the
targets and blast them out of the
sky — missing the Falcon in the
process, of course.

Six, five, four, three, two, one.
Command approved.

Missile directors CPO ‘Chuck’
Norris and PO Jamie Cockfield
flicked the firing switches.

Four times a missile roared out

weapon system tested by Somerset
upon leaving Devonport.

On the way down to Gib she
carried out trials on her new Sonar
2087 off the coast of Portugal.

Since leaving The Rock,
Somerset has joined NATO’s
Standing Naval Maritime Group 2
on Operation Active Endeavour.

The force prowls the Med
keeping tabs on movements at
sea by monitoring shipping and
conducting boarding operations.
B You can follow Somerset on
her Mediterranean adventure
via her captain’s blog at
hms-somerset-co.blogspot.com

Picture: CPO(ET(ME)) Bob Hunt
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High tempo
operations
take toll

IFYOU thought a punishing
operational tempo was taking
its toll of RN assets, the Senior
Service is not alone in suffering.

The patrol craft which are
the backbone of the Iraqi Navy
are also becoming worn out by
constant training missions and
operations in the northern Gulf.

Luckily, there are RN
engineers on hand to save the
day.

The biggest challenge at
present for the Royal Navy-led
Naval Transition Team (NaTT)
is to teach the Iraqi Navy the art
of keeping tired boats running
(something we have a little bit of
experience in).

Iraq’s five Predator patrol
boats in particular need a lot of
husbandry (and toil, sweat and
perhaps even tears) as they suffer
from a shortage of spares and
under-funding.

“Basic maintenance has been
happening, but with the high
tempo of operations, the boats
are in a bit of a state,” explained
LMEM Tormey.

“Hopefully, by working closely
with the Iragis we can show them
how to do the job even more
effectively and then just keep
an eye on them to ensure that
standards are maintained.

“It’s great fun and with good
leadership, the Iraqis can work
very hard.”

Supporting the boats is a
challenge for a lengthy logistical
chain — a chain made even more
taut by an influx of new sailors
and marines as the Iraqgi Navy
swells in numbers.

“The logistical chain is not
great — probably not surprising
considering what has been
happening in Iraq,” explained
Logs(SC) Robinson.

“A system is slowly being put
in place and the warehouses are
filling up finally.”

Away from the Navy’s home of
Umm Qasr, the forward training
‘base’ around the KAAOT and
ABOT oil platforms in the Gulf is
now provided by RFA Cardigan
Bay which has replaced RFA Sir
Bedivere.

The latter arrived at
Marchwood military port in
Southampton Water for the final
time last month.

She was greeted by the
Commodore RFA Cdre Bob
Thornton and the titular head
of the auxiliary navy, the Earl of
Wessex — Commodore-in-Chief
of the RFA.

For the final leg of her journey
home from the Gulf, the Knight
of the Round Table carried
families of her ship’s company.

New role
for Brecon

FORMER minehunter HMS
Brecon has a new lease of life
as a training vessel for rookie
ratings.

The Hunt-class ship
most recently served in
Northern Ireland, but with the
increasingly stable security
situation in the province, she
was decommissioned.

Now she’s in use again at
HMS Raleigh.

Externally, Brecon looks
almost identical to the prime
of her life; inside, however,
engineers have removed her
props and shafts, overhauled
her mess decks and created a
classroom.

The ship will be used to give
basic entry trainees an idea
of living aboard a warship;
at present, rookie sailors at
Raleigh sleep on board a yacht
and trot up a jetty for food
and ablutions, which isn’t an
accurate depiction of life in an
RN mess deck.

Brecon will also be used
by more experienced sailors
for seamanship and boarding
training.

She is now moored in the
River Lynher, replacing an old
fueling barge, Ajax.

GLOBAL REACH

Bye, Basra Parg 2

ANOTHER month, another
Naval Air Squadron home

from the sands of Iraq.

In our January edition we
featured 845 NAS’ return to
Somerset after nearly five years
over the desert.

Now the Junglies’ sister
squadron 847 are also back in
the familiar surroundings of
Yeovilton.

The Lynx fliers spent four
months at Basra on their latest
deployment to Iraq in support of
Operation Telic.

The round-the-clock efforts of
the maintenance team ensured the
aircrews were airborne on average
250 hours each month — more
than 1,000 flying hours in all
— they were in theatre in the Mk9
Battlefield Lynx.

It’s the first time the squadron
has deployed with the Army
variant of the famous helicopter,
instead of the models with the
more typical skids.

Skids or wheels beneath them,
the task of the squadron remained
the same: constant support for
Allied ground forces.

That meant ferrying troops
around, conducting recce patrols,
offering ‘top cover’ for ground
convoys and being ready at short
notice to carry casualties to

hospital.
The naval aviators found
themselves called wupon to

investigate rocket sites used by
insurgents, interdicting fleeing
vehicles carrying suspected
terrorists and escorting Merlins
on flights around southern Iraq.

In all, 56 personnel from the
squadron were deployed to Basra,
operating six Lynx.

At any one time, the 26-strong
engineering team was expected
to have four of the aircraft
serviceable.

“The engineering effort on
this deployment has been highly
impressive,” said CPO(AET) Jase
Douglas, the senior maintenance
rating, who oversaw ten engine
changes in just three months.

“The sustained effort ensured
that a remarkably high level of
serviceability was maintained
throughout.”

Somehow the engineers also
managed to find time to clock up
2,847km on the cycling, rowing
and running machines in the
gym at Basra — one of the few
recreational facilities available to
the 847 NAS team.

One major event during the
three-month tour was the handover
of control of Basra province to the
Iraqis.

The 847 fliers provided aviation
expertise and top cover for Iraqi
Air Force Mi-17 ‘Hip’ helicopters,
sent from Baghdad to cover the
ceremony.

“It was a unique experience for
us,” said Lt Graham Humphries.
“It not only allowed us to fly
alongside our Iraqi counterparts,
but also to share their experiences
and tactics over a traditionally
British cup of tea.”

They were treated to a
homecoming party in the
squadron’s hangars at Yeovilton
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@ ‘He wears the rose of youth upon him’... CPO Jason Douglas lifts his daughter Bethan aloft
Picture: PO(Phot) Susan Emery

where they were reunited with
loved ones.

We would like to tell you that
the Lynx men and women are
enjoying a well-deserved break
after their exertions.

We would, but we can’t.

The day after the team returned
from Basra, the remainder of the
squadron flew out to northern
Norway to conduct Arctic warfare
training.

Once back, the whole squadron

will work up towards yet another
front-line  deployment amid
the sand and dust, this time to
Afghanistan “where their steely
determination and sense of
humour will once again be tested
on operations,” says Maj Lenny
Brown RM, 847’s Commanding
Officer.

That means a fortnight of
mountain—flying training in
southern France, six weeks in the
heat of Arizona, before heading to

Kandahar in September.

“Our departure from Basra
marks a milestone in the history
of the Commando Helicopter
Force as the focus firmly shifts
to operations in Afghanistan,”
said 847’s senior pilot, Maj Jaimie
Roylance RM.

“The lessons learned and
experience gained over the past few
months will stand the squadron in
good stead for what will be another
busy, but rewarding, year.”

HMS Westminster’s ship’s company
man the upper deck as the frigate
leaves Portsmouth on a glorious

— and admittedly unseasonal

— February morning bound for the
Mediterranean and beyond.

The Type 23 frigate is one of two
escorts attached to the Orion 08
deployment led by HMS Illustrious
(see pages 8-9 for more details).

Destroyer HMS Edinburgh is the
task group’s air defence guardian and
has also left Pompey.

She endured some top-up training
from the Flag Officer Sea Training
team before leaving UK waters.

The FOSTies threw ten fires, six
floods, four intruders, one helicopter
crash on deck, two helicopter
ditchings, one simulated disaster, one
simulated grounding and two all-out
wars at the Fortress of the Sea to
keep her sailors on their toes.

Picture: LA(Phot) Pete Smith, FRPU East

Snapshot of
serviceahility

BARELY half the Fleet Air Arm’s
front-line helicopter force was
available for duty as 2007

drew to a close, despite the
best efforts of aero engineers,
according to official figures.

Armed Forces Minister Bob
Ainsworth was asked to provide
numbers of helicopters fit for
operations - either front-line
missions such as in Afghanistan
or search and rescue flights,
or for training missions - from
what the MOD classes as its
‘forward fleet’, operational
rather than training units.

According to the figures
he supplied to Parliament, in
November last year just 12 of
31 Junglie Sea King Mks 4 and
6 were available for missions;
25 out of 41 Lynx were deemed
serviceable, as were 12 of 27
Merlins, two thirds of the nine-
strong ‘Bagger’ Sea King Mk
7 Airborne Surveillance and
Control fleet, and six of the 11
SAR Sea King Mk 5s.

In all, of the 119 helicopters
in the Fleet Air Arm’s front line,
61 were serviceable on average
during the month.

Serviceability rates in the
RAF were slightly better — 48 of
its 79 helicopters were ready
- and markedly higher in the
Army Air Corps, 97 out of 154
serviceable rotary-wing aircraft.

Mr Ainsworth also told fellow
MPs of the dates the various
FAA helicopters would end their
active days.

The venerable Sea King - the
first flew in 1969 and the last
one rolled off the production
line in 1990 - will be phased
out over the next decade, Mr
Ainsworth said.

The HAS6 Junglie variant
is due to pay off this year; its
sister HC4 flies on until 2012.
Search and Rescue Sea Kings
continue until 2017, while the
Baggers will be the last to be
decommissioned, making their
final flights in 2018.

The Lynx HAS3 will serve
until 2013 and their ‘Super
Lynx’ sisters, HMAS8, will be
decommissioned in 2015, by
which time their successor,
‘Future Lynx’, is due to be in
service.

The much newer Merlin HM1
will be in service until 2029.

Tyne meets
the Thames

AFTER a lumpy start to 2008,
fishery protection ship HMS Tyne
left the open water behind for the
shelter of the Thames.

The River-class ship spent four
days berthed outboard of HMS
Belfast after a spell on fish duties
in the Irish and North Seas
and English Channel enforcing
British and European fisheries
legislation.

During her stay the 30-strong
crew hosted a number of events
on board, including visits from
civic dignitaries and local Sea
Cadets, plus an official reception
attended by Cllr Bob Skelly, the
Mayor of Southwark.

“After four busy weeks of
pitching and rolling in typical
winter weather, we were very
much looking forward to enjoying
all the capital had to offer,” said
Lt Cdr Ian Clarke, Tyne’s CO.

Bristol in the
thick of hattle

LONG-retired destroyer HMS
Bristol found herself attacked
by raiders on jetskis.

The Falklands veteran, which
serves as a youth training and
accommodation ship at the foot
of Whale Island in Portsmouth,
was used by experts from
the Maritime Warfare Centre
at HMS Collingwood to test
theories of defence against
terrorist attack by fast craft.

Two jetskis and around 30
personnel took part in the four-
day exercise which did not
involve the discharge of any
live ammunition.
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Mersey heat
for Bulwark

AMPHIBIOUS flagship HMS
Bulwark spent four days in
Liverpool — the newly-crowned
European City of Culture — as she
headed north for Norway.

The assault ship berthed in the
shadow of the Liver Building in
a dock normally used by cruise
liners.

Bulwark hosted various groups
and organisations during her
stop on the Mersey: Sea Cadets,
schools, Royal Naval Association
shipmates, Mersey Naval and
Maritime Society and World Ship
Society. Her sailors also played
several sporting fixtures against
Liverpool teams.

The ship is leading the
maritime side of winter war
games in Norway, Armatura
Borealis, with Amphibious Task
Group commander Cdre Peter
Hudson and his staff directing
operations from the ship’s
impressive command suite.

Three RN capital ships are
involved in the Norwegian
exercise: Bulwark is joined by her
sister Albion, plus commando/
helicopter carrier HMS Ark
Royal. Also committed to the
fjords for two months are RFA
landing support ship Mounts Bay
and frigate HMS Cornwall.

The aim is to test the ability
of men and machines to fight in
the most demanding environment
known to man.

3 Commando Brigade will be
ferried to the fjords before being
landed alongside comrades from
Norway and the Netherlands.

Albion will be used by
Major General Garry Robison,
Commandant General of the
Royal Marines, and his staff to
oversee the maritime side of the
exercise.

Bulwark’s sailors have
been training hard to prepare
themselves for operating in the
demanding Arctic environment
and Capt Jeremy Blunden is
convinced his men and women
will rise to the occasion.

“The Arctic weather we will
experience in Norway will be
extremely demanding, but we
have all the necessary equipment
we need and all the sailors
and Royal Marines are looking
forward to the challenge,” he
added.

His ship will be back in
Liverpool later this year to take
part in the city’s Battle of the
Atlantic commemorations.

Cornwall, meanwhile, enjoyed
five days of Irish hospitality,
berthing at Belfast’s Pollock
Dock.

The ship hosted a careers’
forum for local headteachers
and careers officers, as well as
students, schoolchildren and
Northern Ireland VIPs.

Cornwall’s sailors toured
Carrickfergus Castle and the
Giant’s Causeway, while more
strenuous exercise lay in store for
Cornwall’s rugby and football
sides who clashed with RAF
Aldergrove.

Feeling the
pinch...

THE Navy is short of fast jet
pilots, Merlin helicopter crews,
able seamen, leading hands and
divers.

Armed Forces Minister Bob
Ainsworth outlined several ‘pinch
points’ — branches lacking key
trained personnel.

There are 15 areas of concern
for the RN, spread across the
entire spectrum of Senior Service
activities.

Among those 15 ‘pinch points’
are Harrier pilots and instructors,
whose posts are half filled; the
RN is also short of a third of its
AB(Divers) and leading hand
warfare ratings.

Almost half the Merlin
observer positions are vacant and,
across the board, four out of ten
able bodied seamen billets need
filling.

One of the healthier areas is
the Royal Marines. Nine out
of ten other ranks drafts in the
Corps was filled at the end of
2007 according to the figures
given by Mr Ainsworth.

GLOBAL REACH =

Enjoying a taste of home

EVERYONE knows that in the

Navy there’s war on Thursday.

Even in the Falklands.

Yes, there’s no escaping those nice
chaps and chapesses from the Flag
Officer Sea Training, even when you’re
8,000 miles from home.

Eighteen FOSTies dropped in on HMS
Nottingham to offer some top-up training
to the destroyer.

The team from Devonport spent

a week aboard the Type 42, running

provided the ‘enemy’ in the skies while
new islands’ patrol ship HMS Clyde
served as Nottingham’s replenishment
at sea partner - a task normally fulfilled
in the UK by an RFA vessel.

Once the FOSTies departed satisfied
that the Nottingham team were on the
top of their game, the ship headed for
Stanley.

Well, not the entire ship. A small group
decided upon a week’s adventurous
training, re-tracing the steps of

almost identical exercises to those
staged typically off Plymouth
RAF

Lions led by
Dolphins

DOLPHINS are not unusual
sights for men and women on Her
Majesty’s Ships.

Lions less so, however.

The sailors of HMS Manchester
posed with both in the middle of
the Gulf, but then we’re talking
about Miami Dolphins and the
Detroit Lions.

American footballer Stanley
Wilson — a cornerback (a defensive
player for those not au fait with
gridiron) with the Detroit Lions
— and cheerleaders Michelle
Hernandez and Lacie Randall, who
spur on the Dolphins, dropped in
on the British destroyer during a
morale-raising trip to the USS
Harry S Truman carrier group.

The Busy Bee has the rare
honour of protecting the
American flat-top on her Middle
East deployment — and that means
enjoying hosting some of the
visitors who’ve been dropping in
on the US warships.

The football trio spent a day
aboard Manchester which was
enduring some rather rough Gulf
weather at the time.

Luckily, they escaped some
of the lumps and bumps on the
ocean thanks to a ride in Sting,
Manchester’s Lynx.

The three were given a
comprehensive tour of the Type

. and in turn offered a little

insight into the world of American
football.

For each position on the
cheerleader team, the Dolphins
receive 300 applicants. The wage
isn’t enough to support the leaders
full time, so all have second jobs —
and they must fight for their places
again at the end of each season.

Stanley is the son of a
professional footballer and has
been in the Lions for the past
three seasons after being drafted
from college. He was particularly
impressed by the Busy Bee’s
cuisine (he asked for seconds at
every sitting).

All three praised the efforts
by Manchester to support
peacekeeping in the region.

“The coalition’s support of
better governments in the region is
clearly good news, and the support
of our boys on the ground by the
maritime units is essential,” said
Lacie (Blimey, | was expecting
a dream of world peace — Ed), a
graduate in international affairs
specialising in the Middle and near
East (Ah, that explains it — Ed).

Stanley added: “It’s reassuring
to know that you guys are out
there, defending and protecting
our freedom.”

The visit over, the three
Americans returned to the Truman
courtesy of Sting.

A bowl for Sir Bed

THE final act in the long and fruitful life of landing support ship RFA

Sir Bedivere was a happy one.

As the venerable auxiliary returned to Marchwood in Southampton
Water for the final time, she received the Wedgwood Bowl.

It is presented each year to the Royal Fleet Auxiliary vessel which has
done the most to foster international relations or offer humanitarian

aid.

It is for the former that Sir Bedivere is honoured; she has served as
a floating forward operating base for the Iraqi Navy in the northern
Gulf, dramatically improving the training opportunities available to the
fledgling navy and, in the words of her citation, making “a significant
and sustained contribution to international relations”.

Sir Bedivere has now retired; her place in the Gulf has been taken by

her successor RFA Cardigan Bay.

Their ship, meanwhile, steamed to San
Carlos Water, circling over the wreck of
HMS Antelope where CPO Sid Hannant,
a veteran of the conflict, cast a wreath
into the water, and the son of one of the
frigate’s crew read a tribute to the ship
and her men.

Then it was on to Stanley - well,
actually, a buoy at Port William. Boats
ferried the ship’s company ashore; their
;lISIt coincided with a number of cruise

islands, after all) threatened to curtail
Nottingham’s visit, making it increasingly
difficult for the ‘liberty boats’ carrying
sailors from ship to shore and back
again.

In the end the boats called it a day,
leaving several sailors stuck in Stanley.
Thankfully, they enjoyed the hospitality
of the town’s guest houses while the
winds calmed sufficiently overnight for
the boats to carry them home to their
destroyer in the morning.

Nottlnghams;tlme in the South

® Night falls on Nottingham... The destroyer berthed at Mare Harbour on a

glorious South Atlantic evening

Picture: WO2 Lowe, HMS Nottingham
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Focus shifts

WHEN flagships are
mentioned, HMS
Chiddingfold is perhaps not
the first ship’s name which
springs to mind.

And, to be fair, she was
not claiming the glory of
flagship of the Orion 08
deployment, nor even lead-
ship status.

But as she and her
Hunt-class sister HMS
Atherstone entered the
relative shelter of Grand
Harbour in Valletta, there
was a palpable sense of
satisfaction that the mine warfare
task unit element of Orion was
going pretty much according to
plan.

Exercises in which Chiddingfold
and Atherstone used Seafox
off Gibraltar are described
opposite, but Chiddingfold’s
Operations Officer Lt
Alan Nekrews said the
minehunter’s involvement
was entirely appropriate.

“We have been heavily
involved; last year on trials
to bring Seafox into the
MCMYV community, we were
the first to be fitted and the
first to do a live firing,” he said.

Chiddingfold’s CO Lt Cdr Tom
Tredray said the Hunts were versatile ships.

“The good thing about fibreglass is
that it doesn’t rust, which gives them an
advantage over metal hulls,” he added.
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“And because we have lost the
sweep gear we have got a lot of
room for extra capability in the

future.”
He was also pleased to be
away from fishery protection
duties: “It is really nice to be
on a mine countermeasures
vessel which is doing mine
countermeasures work
— particularly one that is
right at the cutting edge with
Seafox.”

Lt Nekrews said Orion 08
would be hard work for the
small ships, but would prove

to be well worth the effort.
“This is good for the guys,
getting out to the Gulf and
getting stuck into some

interesting tasking,” he said.
Some of that effort went
into force protection — for
ships which have been pretty
much part of the UK scene
for years, these skills had to
be honed before the Suez

Canal.
Atherstone’s
Commanding Officer,

Lt Cdr David Morgan,
was also pleased to be in
unfamiliar surroundings.
“It’s excellent to get out of
UK waters,” he said.

“The whole ship’s company is
looking forward to operating as part of a
major task group and the chance to see
new places, which for the mine warfare
group does not happen very often.”
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The Royal Maritime Club %

-NOTICE -}

The 144th Annual General Meeting
of the Royal Maritime Club, Queen
Street, Portsmouth, will be held in the
Trafalgar Ballroom of the club on
Tuesday 22nd April 2008 at 1030.
Commanding Officers are requested to
encourage maximum attendance from

their ships and establishments.
ALL MEMBERS ARE WELCOME TO ATTEND

SHIPS have been calling into the fortified
Grand Harbour of Valletta in Malta for
centuries, so there it’s a fair bet that the
locals could cope with the modest vanguard
of the Orion 08 deployment.

Even so, the etiquette and negotiations
that involve such visits are a fascinating
glimpse of the ‘brotherhood of the sea’ at
work, with the Maltese effortlessly seeing
to the needs of the two Hunt-class vessels
which rolled alongside Pinto Wharf on a
long swell driven by brisk north-easterly

winds.

Landmark appeal

A LANDMARK - and seamark
— on the island of Malta is seeking
help to restore one of the great
church organs of the world.

St Paul’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral
was built on the site of the Auberge
d’Allemagnewith funds provided
by the Dowager Queen Adelaide,
widow of King William IV.

It was completed in 1844, but it
is believed the organ pre-dates it by
more than a century — it is thought
Handel played the instrument in
Chester Cathedral while on his way
to Dublin for the first performance
of The Messiah in 1742.

Now the cathedral, the slender
spire of which acts as a mark
to mariners approaching Grand
Harbour, is seeking £90,000 to
restore the organ to its former
glory before it fails completely.

Mike Turner, who is one of the
leading players in the fund-raising
drive, said St Paul’s is a “maritime

church” and a retired RN officer,
Cdr Geoff Fosberry, sits on the
appeal committee.

Plaques and memorials around
the walls recall the great and
greatly-missed of the Senior Service
over two centuries, and Mr Turner
said that many a ship’s company
attended services at the Cathedral
over the decades.

“We do still play it — in fact we
had one of the best organists in
the world here over Christmas,
and he plays very loud and very
hard, so we were terrified it would
break down,” said Mike.

The £90,000 will rebuild
elements of the machine using
modern equipment, ensuring
many more years of music.

For further details contact
Canon Tom Mendel, Chancellor,
St Paul’s Anglican Pro-Cathedral,
Independence Square, Valletta VLT
12, Malta, tel 00356 21 225714.

Within minutes of arriving the local
shipping agent Anton Buttigieg was on

board with a couple of
colleagues, as was the
Naval and Air Attaché at
the British Embassy in
Rome, Cdr Sean Steeds,
and Third Secretary
Political at the Maltese
High Commission, Andy
Hamilton.

Sitting in the cosy
wardroom of Chiddingfold,
the men ran through
some essentials, then on
to the ‘nice to haves’ —
none of which caused the
slightest problem to the
accommodating hosts.

Chiddingfold’s Liaison
Officer Lt Alan Nekrews
was told a skip would be
provided for each of the
Hunts, and emptied as and
when needed; does the
gash need to be separated
for recycling, wondered
the officer?

Back came the answer
minutes later, not a
problem, but no engine
room waste, please.

® RFA Diligence approaches her berth in Grand Harbour, Valletta (above) where she
joined the two Hunt-class ships Chiddingfold (pictured left alongside) and Atherstone,
the two having been delayed outside the breakwater by heavy seas

Sludge, skips and
sport: ‘no problem’

How much water would each ship need?
Tonnages were calculated, and tankers
would provide it.

A sailor popped his head round the
door. Is the water chlorinated? No, pure
spring water would be supplied. Satisfied,
he dashed off to ask his colleague on
Atherstone what their needs would be.

A chandler went off with Chiddingfold’s
chef to sort out fresh food supplies, while
keys and insurance details were sorted out
for hire cars and MPVs for the two ships.

Transport arrangements were finalised
for an officer leaving Chiddingfold for the
airport that day, then bags of goodies for
the sailors were handed over, including
vouchers for free drinks at a tourist resort
bar which has ‘Naval leanings’ (and came
highly recommended after that night’s run
ashore).

‘Sludge’ would be removed from both
ships on halfway through their visit, while
the same day would also see divers going
into the water for some training.

“That should be no problem — we
just need to let Valletta Harbour Control
know,” said Andy, who was straight on to
his mobile to set the ball rolling.

After mail pick-ups and times for calls
to local VIPs were settled, it was on to the
important stuff.

“For the rugby match; we need to get
there a good hour early to teach them how
to play. You think I’m joking ...” said Lt
Nekrews, a PTI in a former Naval life.

With only 45 men in each ship, even
a combined team was not easy to rustle
up, but even their lack of a kit was swiftly
sorted by Andy Hamilton.

A pitch was also requested for an inter-
ship football match, and it was established
that the jetty and a nearby stadium could
be used for PT and RN Fitness Tests.

With that the meeting ended, and the
visit could begin.
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HOT on the heels of
the two Hunt-class ships
came RFA Diligence
— and demonstrated
her agility to those
watching from the
Upper Barracca
Gardens on a hazy
Sunday morning
as she pirouetted
gracefully before
nudging alongside
the jetty aft of her
two charges.

The Forward Repair
Ship, commanded by Capt
Tony McNally, had also been
held up by adverse weather which
delayed her entry past the Valletta
breakwater.

“It is a typical North Sea
support ship,” said Capt McNally
of the former Stena vessel, taken
up by the MOD in the aftermath
of the Falklands Conflict.

“Everything is up for’ard and it
can bounce about a bit in heavy
seas.”

But it is proving a popular ship

Rock

THE vast protective bulk of the
Rock of Gibraltar was a comforting
presence to HMS Atherstone,
even without the kind of winter
gales which were battering UK
coasts at the time.

Gib was the first port of call for
the Crazy A and her sister HMS
Chiddingfold on their Orion
08 deployment to the Gulf and
beyond.

The two Hunt-class mine
warfare vessels took advantage
of the Mediterranean sun and
rather more amenable seas to test
the Seafox mine disposal system
before reaching an operational
theatre.

Seafox is the replacement for
the ‘yellow submarine’, used by
the UK’s mine countermeasures
forces for the past quarter century
to find and destroy underwater
explosive devices.

The new piece of kit is still
at the trials stage, and probably
won’t be fully operational until
later this year.

Butahead ofamajorinternational
deployment, live firing trials were
required — and the weather in the
Strait in February is generally
kinder than it is in the Solent.

“My teams have been in the
sea exercising every day,” said LD
Adrian Morris, Atherstone’s dive
team leader.

“Out here, every day is a great
diving day. The weather has been
fantastic.”

Seafox was launched to find
and destroy a trials mine — which
it achieved.

Reams of data were also
collected by the sailors for Fleet
HQ and boffins to pore over
before they can declare the new
system operational.

That underwater ‘kill’ marked
the culmination of a year of
trials, trials which have mightily
impressed all those involved.

“Seafox is revolutionary in many

for the maintenance
teams on board as well
as her crew — she is that
rarity in Naval terms, a
ship with a sauna...
For Capt McNally
this was the first visit
to Malta since he
was a cadet in 1976,
and he is pleased
with the ship’s
performance to
date — she spent
most of last year in
refit in the North-West.
Her programme with
the Orion 08 MCMV task
unit sees her visit Crete as Navy
News went to press, then spend
some time in the Gulf supporting
Operation Aintree, though she
will also shepherd the little ships
through exercises in the Indian
Ocean, with members of the Fleet
Support Unit using her extensive
workshops and equipment as
necessary.
She is also capable of acting as a
depot ship for RN submarines.

@® USS Cole lies alongside in
Grand Harbour, with the MCMV
task unit further along the jetties
(top) while a dockyard worker
helps secure ropes for RFA
Diligence at Pinto Wharf (above)

solid results

@ The Seafox mine disposal system is deployed from HMS Atherstone

off Gibraltar

ways — it significantly increases
the speed of mine clearance
operations, so it’s very good news
for the Royal Navy,” said Lt Cdr
David Morgan, Atherstone’s CO.

Seafox is a one-shot system, as
the delivery vehicle is destroyed as
it fires its charge into the target.

That may seem wasteful, but
the negligible cost of deploying the
exploratory element of the system
to examine a suspect device means
it very quickly works out cheaper
than the yellow submarines.

Picture: LA (Phot) Pete Smith

And because it actually fires its
charge at a target, rather than just
dropping it in the vicinity, as is the
case with the yellow submarine,
it means Seafox is just as good at
handling buoyant mines as those
on the sea bed.

The Orion deployment will
see Atherstone and Chiddingfold
operate in the Gulf — where HMS
Ramsey and Blyth can already be
found — and also off the coasts of
Pakistan and India alongside the
navies of those two nations.

Lusty lingers on...

AS NAVY News went to press, Orion 08
flagship HMS Illustrious was expected to be
on her way to join the rest of the task group.

The carrier had lingered in the hands
of Flag Officer Sea Training (FOST) staff,
although there had also been mechanical
issues to rectify before the ship was ready to
sail for the Med.

The various elements of Orion are now
expected to gather this month before pushing
on through the Suez Canal and into the Gulf
region.

Exercises ahead include work with the

Pakistan and Indian navies, and three Allied
warships will also attach to the group for
various elements — the USS Cole, subject to
a terrorist suicide bomb attack in Yemen in
2000 which killed 17 American sailors, arrived
in Malta on the same weekend as the British
minehunters and Diligence.

Other ships lined up for all or part of the
trip include destroyer HMS Edinburgh, Type
23 frigate HMS Westminster, submarine HMS
Trafalgar, RFAs Wave Knight, Fort Austin and
Bayleaf, French destroyer FS Jean Bart and
Spanish frigate SNS Mendez Nuifiez.
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® Type 23 frigate HMS Richmond arrives home in Portsmouth at the end of last year

0O, frigate HMS
Richmond is not rush-

ing off to join a slave
revolt, but to take part in an
anti-submarine warfare exer-
cise with the US Navy.

Although before the Type 23
reaches her Operation Spartacus
deep-water site off Andros in the
Bahamas, she will first be tak-
ing part in multinational exercise
Grampus 08.

The ship sets sail at the end of
this month for an intensive trials
package before journeying on to
the ASW exercise in the Bay of
Biscay which will bring together
ships, submarines and aircraft

from the navies of Britain, France,
America, Canada and Norway.

Once she has crossed the
Atlantic, Richmond will be busy
with Op Spartacus, a two-week
exercise that includes torpedo
firings, Sonar 2087 optimisation
trials and war gaming exercises
with the American Submarine
Command Course.

Her homeward journey will
dally along sights and cities of
North America, seeing the British
warship visit West Palm Beach,
Nassau, New York and Quebec
— where she will take part in the
Canadian city’s 400th anniversary
celebrations.

Not a bad deployment for a

ship which started this year in
the midst of a busy maintenance
period which brought enhance-
ments to her sonar and steering
system.

The latter part of this year will
be devoted to trials and deploy-
ment preparations as the Type 23
prepares herself for a longer trip
east of Suez.

This particular frigate is
the eighth generation of HMS
Richmond to have sailed the
world’s oceans.

Wakefield of 1655 became
Richmond of 1660 and so the
name began, borne by a 26-gun
warship.

The next was an eight-gun

yacht that served between 1672
and 1685.

It was not until 60 years
later that the name re-surfaced
upon the captured French frig-
ate Dauphin, although this vessel
only saw service with the Leeward
Island Squadron for another four
years.

Hence the name passed on
to a 32-gun fifth rate of 1757,
which enjoyed various adventures
including the captures of Quebec
and Havana, and the American
War of Independence, before in a
twist of karmic fate, she was cap-
tured by the French fleet in 1781
off Chesapeake.

For eight years from 1806 a

Picture: LA(Phot) Emz Tucker

14-gun brig bore the name, and
then a century’s gap until a brief
appearance upon a trawler hired
in during World War I.

It was not until 1940 that the
name came into its own again,
upon the rechristened Fairfax, a
US destroyer transferred into the
Royal Navy under a lease agree-
ment.

This warship saw service on
escort duties in both the Atlantic
and Arctic campaigns, before con-
tinuing her multinational charac-
ter with a four-month loan to the
Canadian Navy in 1943, then on
to the Soviet Navy in 1944 where
she saw her name change once
more to Zhivuchi.

Quebec

Havana
Atlaptic

Class: Type 23 frigate
Pennant number: F239
Motto: A deo et rege

Builder: Swan Hunters, Tyne
Laid down: February 16 1992
Launched: April 6 1993
Commissioned: June 22 1995
Displacement: 3,500 tonnes
Length: 133 metres

Beam: 16 metres

Draught: 7 metres

Speed: 28 knots
Complement: 200
Propulsion: CODLAG; two
Rolls Royce Spey SM1C; four
Paxman diesels

Sensors: Radar 996 - long-
range 3D surveillance; radar
1007 - high-definition
navigation radar; radar

1008 - ship safety; sonar
2050 - omnidirectional,
hull-mounted active sonar;
sonar 2087 — variable depth
sonar; sonar 2170 — surface
ship torpedo defence; UAT —
passive surveillance; GPEOD
— general purpose electro-
optical director used for the
4.5in gun; AlS — automatic
identification system
Armament: Seawolf; Harpoon;
4.5in gun; 30mm cannon;
minigun; general purpose
machine gun; magazine
torpedo launch system
Helicopter: Merlin HM1
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HEROES OF THE ROYAL NAVY No.47
Lt Dennis Copperwheat, GC

IN THE spring of 1942 British fortunes in the
M:l;!iterranean were approaching their lowest
ebb.

In North Africa Rommel was preparing his
capture of Tobruk and his thrust towards the
Suez Canal.

At sea, the Mediterranean Fleet had been
crippled by one disaster after another in 1941
- Crete, the sinking of the Barham, the loss of
Ark Royal, the Italian human torpedo raid on
Alexandria.

And then there was Malta, besieged by sea
and air; the lynchpin of Britain’s Mediterranean
position was attacked almost daily by the
Luftwaffe and Regia Aeronautica.

Sustaining Malta in the spring of 1942
demanded an effort from the Royal Navy sec-
ond only to safeguarding the mother country
from the U-boat peril.

That effort would reach its climax in high
summer with Operation Pedestal, but there were
other, less celebrated operations, week in, week
out, to ferry food, stores and ammunition to the
beleaguered isle.

The Norwegian steamer Talabot was just
one ship of dozens which ran the gauntlet to
Malta. She sailed from Alexandria in company
with other merchantmen, heavily protected by a
bodyguard of British cruisers and destroyers.

The passage from Alexandria was traumatic;
the convoy faced the guns of the Italian surface

fleet and Axis bombers - and was severely
mauled by the latter. The men aboard Talabot
took “a very pessimistic view of our prospects
of reaching Malta”.

So the sight of Grand Harbour was naturally
a relief. Maltese lined the shore to cheer the
ammunition ship’s arrival.

But arrival in Grand Harbour offered no
protection. Shortly after mid-day on March 26,
the Stukas and Ju88s of the Luftwaffe turned
their attention against the newly-docked ships.

Despite the urgency of the hour, most of
Talabot’s cargo had still to be unloaded. It would
remain so. For at 12.30pm she was struck by
German bombs and set ablaze.

Talabot’s companion on her journey from
Alexandria had been cruiser HMS Penelope
- nicknamed HMS Pepperpot by her men thanks
to pasting she’d received at the Luftwaffe’s
hands.

Fire teams from the Penelope tried in vain
to extinguish the blaze aboard the Norwegian,
while the merchantman’s crew hurriedly shifted
what cargo they could ashore.

When the flames could be kept at bay no
longer, a scuttling party was sent to Talabot to
prevent the ship exploding — and wrecking much
of the harbour in an almighty explosion.

Lt Dennis Copperwheat, Penelope’s torpedo
and explosives officer, led the party, slinging
charges over the side while ammunition explod-
ed on deck about them.

With the charges set, the
27-year-old Northumbrian
sent his men ashore while
he stayed to fire the scut-
tling explosives.

He was exposed to the
full brunt of the blast, which
_ lifted him up in the air and
~threw him into the harbour.
He survived, however, and
~ swam ashore.

Talabot settled in the
water; she did not explode
- — and some of the ordnance
she had ferried to Malta was
prc_>|mptly dropped on Italian

soil.
~ As for Dennis
Copperwheat, he remained
~in the RN for another 15
years, attaining the rank of
- lieutenant commander. He
~ died aged 78 in 1992.
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WO Royal Navy warships took part

in moving commemorations of one

of the bravest — and most tragic

- episodes in the history of the Fleet
Air Arm.

Under glorious skies HM Ships Ledbury and
Raider lolled over the spot where six Swordfish
torpedo bombers had charged against three of
the most potent warships in the German Navy 66
years ago.

All six were shot down and the German heavy
ships - Prinz Eugen, Scharnhorst and Gneisenau
-reached the safety of home waters after breaking
out from Brest.

The ‘Channel Dash’ as it became known was
seen initially as one of the most embarrassing
episodes in British naval history by the media.

But newspapers of the day were quick to
praise the bravery of the fliers of 825 Naval Air
Squadron who set off on what was effectively a
suicide mission.

The antiquated Swordfish ran into an umbrella
of modern German fighters protecting the
warships. Their leader, Lt Cdr Eugene Esmonde,
earned the Victoria Cross.

The futile attack was, said Admiral Bertram
Ramsay, architect of the Dunkirk
evacuation and Normandy
landings, “one of the finest

L'} —

\

exhibitions of self-sacrifice and devotion to
duty the war had ever witnessed.”

Sixty-six years later to the day,
minehunter Ledbury and Cambridge
university training boat Raider sailed
from Dover and Ramsgate respectively
and converged in the Channel off
Deal with a pilot boat and a Dunkirk
‘small ships’ veteran, Sundowner, for a
memorial service with members of the
Channel Dash Association.

Survivors of the Dash were few in
number in 1942 - of the 18 Swordfish crew,
just five were plucked from the Channel - but 66
years later, three are still with us and two were
able to attend the ceremony.

Guest of honours at the wreath laying were
former observer Lt Cdr Edgar Lee — also a survivor

4 of HMS Ark Royal’s sinking
. | i in the Mediterranean in
" 1941 - and Telegraphist/

| “-=L=1] Air Gunner Les Sayer,
> ] a veteran of
3 x the attack on

e
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Remembering men with Dash

the Bismarck; his Swordfish is credited with
damaging Hitler’s flagship.

They were joined by relatives of Lt Cdr
Esmonde, local dignitaries and the Rev

Peter Adams, who led a service of

remembrance.

With the wreaths laid and prayers
said, the four craft returned to
port and guests and sailors retired

to Ramsgate RNA for lunch and
presentation of numerous mementoes.
“There were some incredibly brave
stories and one thing we learned from
speaking to Lt Cdr Lee was that the Dash brought
about a revolution in co-operation between
the three Services,” said Lt Mark _§
Headley, HMS Raider’s CO. [y

“What was striking particularly
was the difference between
1942 and 2008.

“There we were on a
fine day, enjoying glorious
sunshine. In 1942 there
was snow on the
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airfield, gloomy skies. It was not a good day. The
contrast could not have been greater.”

The Channel Dash Association was formed to
honour the men of 1942 and to erect a statue
in their memory at Manston - today a civilian
international airport.

The aim is to install a full-size statue of a
Swordfish as a permanent tribute to 825 NAS in
front of a museum which celebrates the former
airbase’s Spitfire and Hurricane heritage.

It’s expected to cost £150,000 and more than
two thirds of that sum has already been raised.

The association’s vice patron is legendary
record producer Sir George Martin (the man
behind The Beatles), who trained as an observer
in Swordfish and was taught aerial gunnery by
CPO Don Bunce, credited with shooting down a
Focke Wulf 190 on the day of the Dash.

“Sadly, he was unable to attend - he had to go
to the Grammys instead. As excuses go, that’s a
pretty good one,” said Lt Headley.

You can read more details about the appeal at
www.channeldash.org

@ ‘There we were on a fine day, enjoying glorious

sunshine...” HMS Raider follows HMS Ledbury
into the Channel for the memorial service for
men of 825 NAS

Picture: Peter Nixon, Channel Dash Association
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near Kajaki with-mortars and Javelin missiles
Fussell enjoys a nice hot shower at | FOB Gibraltar... or "p'erhaps not
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AVE you had a tough

day at work?

The computer crashed.

That email never arrived.

The monthly sales figures had
to be compiled.

The boss was riding your back.

The phone never stopped
ringing.

Well, frankly, you’ve got it easy
compared with the men of 40
Commando and the people they
are trying to help.

The Royals are into the second
half of their six-month tour of
duty in Afghanistan’s Helmand
province — and adjusting to a hard
but bearable existence.

There are few basics here.
Creature comforts are even fewer.

At Forward Operating Base
Gibraltar — home to Delta
Company — in the Upper Gereshk
Valley, chef Cpl James Cox

prepares pot messes some of our
older readers would be proud of.

It’s his job to turn ten-man
ration packs — supplemented by
the occasional treat — into a feast
for his comrades returning from
patrol.

It’s not haute cuisine, but it is
wolfed down by the Royals.

“It’s rewarding to see the
appreciation you get when the lads
come into the galley after their
hard work patrolling, hungry for a
good meal,” said Cpl Cox.

Preparing a ‘banquet’ consumes
only part of the non-commissioned
officer’s day; he can also be found
on sentry duty in the sangars
— guard posts built using giant
sandbags.

Working days at FOB Gibraltar
last a good 14 hours.

And after that, what better way
to refresh yourself than with a nice

hot shower?

Well, shower. It’s only hot if
the sun is shining, as vehicle
maintainer Mne Rich Fussell —
who keeps the base’s motors and
generators running — explains.

“Taking a shower is ‘emotional’
when it’s cold, but quite pleasant
when the sun is shining,” he said
succinctly.

It’s easy to forget with all the
images of sand and dust that
Helmand in the winter is not a
hospitable environment.

Water supplies are limited, so
carrying out all the daily chores
has been far from easy.

“Clothes were taking three days
to dry — everything gets wet and
muddy,” said Cpl Denny Gildea,
Delta Company’s armourer.

“Luckilyit’s getting warmer now,
so the situation is improving.”

No Royal Marines’ unit in
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peacemakers

. @ An empty shell casing spirals away from a .50 calibre heavy
machine gun as the Fire Support Troop of Charlie Company, 40
Commando, pound Taleban positions near Kajaki

Helmand is in greater demand
than the Armoured Support
Company — the Viking warriors.

We have trumpeted the success
of the green berets’ armoured
vehicle in Helmand in these pages
before.

The Viking is the transport
de rigueur for British troops in
Afghanistan — but there are only
a finite number of the tracked
beasts, and only a finite number of
Royals to look after them.

To alleviate the strain on the
two units from the Armoured
Support Company, the British
Army has also been trained to use
Viking in the form of the Queen’s
Royal Lancers.

For the green berets, re-learning

“The Viking’s a
phenomenal vehicle —
its greatest asset is its
all-terrain mobility.
The Taleban tend to
mine known routes,
but Vikings can
manoeuvre around
them and go off road.

“The flip side is the
high demand across
the task force. The
guys are in constant
work and the tempo
of activity is high.”

The Vikings are used chiefly
as armoured taxis: they ferry troops
into inaccessible areas, drop them
off for a patrol, then return to pick
the lads up. They also double up
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shell’ has saved lives.
L/Cpl Dean Walker
points to a scar of
battle on one vehicle
where an enemy
round was stopped;
it never reached its
intended target, the
driver’s head.
“You see that and
think: Thank f*** we’ve
gor this kit,” he says
rather bluntly. “You’d
still s*** yourself if
you’d been sitting there,
but it’s a great example of how
Viking’s doing its job.”
The most exposed part of
the Viking is its upper gun, but
the turret has been redesigned

=

——r

on his second tour of duty with
the Vikings in Helmand.

“I’m loving being back. I’d
much rather be back here than
sitting back at home.”

If there’s an Achilles’ heel, it’s
Viking’s love of fuel. “Apart from
that, I can’t fault them at all,”
said Mne Tom Aylett.

“They provide us with a lot
more protection and allow us
to get closer to the enemy.

“I am actually in love with
this vehicle — you couldn’t ask
for a better one.”

Of course meeting and
defeating the Taleban head-to-
head in battle is only half the
struggle in Helmand.

To prevent the fundamentalists

After the warriors have gone,
the Royal Marines’ ‘outreach
patrols’ move into a town or
village, accompanied by engineers,
medics, nurses, dentists.

b
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The pioneers begin repairing
walls, culverts, drains, the
irrigation system; winter clothes,
blankets and farming implements
are distributed; refreshed by his
shower, Rich Russell fixes cars and
motorbikes; and the medical teams
offer check-ups and treatment for
minor ailments.

“Once news got out that a
medical team were in the area,
the local population were more
than happy to receive treatment,
including pain relief and dental
aid,” explained Surg Lt Mike
Hesketh, 40 Cdo’s dentist.

“The key to all our outreach
work is ensuring security first,
then following it with positive
activity, helping local people to

the art of armoured warfare aftera  as ambulances should there be any to afford the gunner greater taking hold again, the Allied develop their communities — and
50-year hiatus, having the Lancers  casualties. protection. forces in Afghanistan must show alienating the insurgents.
on board is useful. Viking offers some, though not And when the GPMG 1is the indigenous population there B Whitehall has just announced

“Although Viking is different
from what they have used before,
their experience of armoured

total protection, to the men it
carries. It is not a tank, and mines
are a big fear.

pounding away, the insurgents
tend to keep their heads down.
“The battlefield’s a fast-moving

can be a better future.
Key to a better future is better
facilities, facilities we take for

! vehicles won’t go to waste,” But the Royals driving Viking place and Viking is capable of granted.
.- explained Maj Jez Stemp, Officer are in no doubt that the ‘armoured  keeping the enemy on the back
i Commanding the Armoured foot,” enthused Cpl Simon Whitby, Y

Support Company.
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that 3 Commando Brigade will
be heading Britain’s efforts in
Afghanistan from October.
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heel.

The Death Star had its thermal
exhaust port.

The Bismarck had a dodgy
rudder.

And Britain’s ultimate
weapon? Well, it really doesn’t
feel at home where most ships
do: riding the waves.

Yes, even the most potent
of leviathans has a weak spot.
Fortunately, Britain’s V-boats
now have the Royal Marines to
protect them.

Every movement by a
strategic missile submarine in
the Clyde is now guarded by
a cloak of steel, brandished
by the Fleet Protection Group
Royal Marines.

Two of the Royals’ new fast
patrol boats, ORCs - Offshore
Raiding Craft, pictured here by
LA(Phot) Del Trotter of FRPU
Clyde - straddle each Vanguard-
class boat on its return from/
departure for patrol or trials,
with a third riding shotgun
behind it.

They form the last line of
defence for the 16,000-ton
boats; police ribs and a police
launch and two tugs from HM
Naval Base Clyde provide
an outer cordon, aimed at
protecting the boats and chiefly
warning off any protestors.

Traditionally, the Navy’s
‘bombers’ have been escorted
by the police alone, but
Whitehall decided beefing up
security for the boats would be
a wise move.

FPGRM were the obvious
choice. The Faslane-based
unit already protects the boats
in port and also safeguard
the nuclear warheads at
Coulport ammunition
depot.

And so at least three
ORCs-eachcrewedby
armed Royal Marines
- accompany every |/
V-boat in and out
of the lochs by day
and night.

had his

The men are
given up to 48
hours to prepare
for their task
- movements of
the Vanguards are
naturally not widely
broadcast.

And while the
ORCs can scurry
along at a fair
rate of knots, the
submarines cannot
- not on the surface
at any rate.

It takes roughly six or
seven hours to shepherd the
boats before they sink beneath
the Firth of Clyde or tie up
inside their protective booms at
Faslane.

And so, it’s fair to say,
this new task is not the most
attractive mission in the Corps
- at least not on a very windy
February morning. Six hours in
a dry suit bumping up and down
the Clyde is rather laborious
(and not especially dry either).

But come glorious
summer on the Clyde (this
year it's on a Saturday r
- Ed) it will be, as Cpl
Barry O’Neill points out,
“happy days”.

ORC is not ideal for
this job - not yet
at any rate. It’s
fast and well
armed, but
it's not

S

the best seakeeper

(RIBs, the FPG

chaps explain, are

better) and it is, as

one Royal acidly

remarked, “the

wettest boat | have

ever known”. (Trials

are under way on

modifications to put
this right, though.)

; Still, the job

has to be done

o il - there is none more

important.

“We realise that the job

needs doing and we will do it

to the very best of our ability,”

Barry says.

And there are few people
better qualified to safeguard the
bombers than FPG... as they’re
also the experts in attacking
slow-moving vessels.

“We think of the worst, the
maddest thing il

which someone could do
against us so we know the best
way of defending against it,”
Barry explains.

“We head to Loch Long to
carry out training with tugs
acting as submarines and try to
attack/defend them to hone our
skills.”

No-one has tried to penetrate
the steel cordon yet. In fact,
most people stay away.

“If you see police escorts,
police RIBs, a couple of tugs,
three heavily-armed ORCs and
a nuclear submarine, you tend
to stay away,” says FPGRM’s
second-in-command Lt Col
Mark Maddick.

“You get the odd Sunday
afternoon sailor wanting to
have a look, or perhaps a
peace protester, but generally
speaking people stay clear of
us.”

The men from R.0.N.S.E.A.L.

Fleet Protection Group Royal Marines is Britain’s ‘Ronseal unit’
- “We do exactly what it says on the tin”, explains second-in-
command Lt Col Mark Maddick.

The ‘tin’ says fleet protection - and that’s what the commandos
do... and a little bit more to boot.

FPGRM is actually a rather eclectic formation as its duties are
scattered across the globe and spread between land, sea and air.
First and foremost the 500-plus green berets protect Britain’s

ultimate weapon, patrolling the ‘special area’ both at HMNB
Clyde and also at the nearby Coulport armament depot where the
nuclear warheads can be found.

Whenever nuclear weapons move on Britain’s roads, FPGRM
escort them. In all these sentry and guard duties, it is the
commandos’ task not to stop peace campaigners - a job for the
police chiefly - but armed attacks.

“We are here fundamentally to stop a terrorist attack — we are
the last line of defence, the people who deal with something or
someone that the police cannot deal with,” says Lt Col Maddick.

“It’s a demanding task - in the ‘special area’, for example you
spend five weeks on and five weeks off — training and catching up
on leave.

“You’re at extremely high readiness to move throughout. The
lads are fully booted and spurred with all their kit ready to go.

“These men possess unique skills — fighting in and around the
base, beneath the jetties if they have to.”

Other FPGRM detachments safeguard the ‘command bunker’
at Northwood.

It’s part of the Royal Marines role which doesn’t feature too
often in these pages, unlike the Fleet Standby Rifle Troop - the
men who protect RN warships on deployment and provide expert
boarding teams for operations in the Gulf and Caribbean.

Lastly, the group — which comes under the command of Fleet

Headquarters, not 3 Commando Brigade - provides a support
group for the country’s Special Forces.
Not all green berets enjoy their attachment to Faslane, but life
has improved markedly for the men in recent years believes
Lt Col Maddick.
“As Comacchio Group, this was not a particularly
attractive draft,” he adds. “Now our tasks are much,
much more interesting.
“For the guys doing nuclear protection
duties, what FPGRM provides is stability
- the protection cycle is planned rigidly.
% Food is good, there are computers for
education and the internet, a very
good gym. It’s like working in a
concrete submarine.
“Our boarding teams are
very, very busy - they don’t
. have the stability, but they
do get the interesting
jobs.”




Samples can
help with ID

SAILORS and Royal Marines
are being urged to volunteer
their DNA to ease the process
of identification should they be
killed in action or accidents.

Whitehall would like anyone
deploying to an operational
theatre — Service personnel
or MOD civilian staff - to offer
samples, care of swabs taken
from inside the mouth.

At present only aircrew and
men and women involved with
flying duties provide samples.

The MOD wants to make
identification in the event of
death failsafe.

In some instances, such
as an air accident, traditional
methods of identification such
as using dental records cannot
give conclusive the proof
offered by DNA.

Personnel who volunteer
will see their samples stored
at the RAF Centre of Aviation
Medicine in Bedfordshire.

The samples will not be
analysed or logged on a
database; they will simply be
stored and analysed only when
post-mortem identification is
required.

Samples can be destroyed
at the written request of the
person who has given them, or
when they leave the Service/
after 45 years, whichever is
sooner.

More details can be found in
DIN 2007 01-146 DNA Sampling
Policy.

Daring folk in
Guernsey

THE good people of the island
of Guernsey should sleep easy in
their beds... they have the most
potent anti-air warfare ship in the
world as their guardians.

Already affiliated to the City of
Birmingham, Type 45 destroyer
HMS Daring is now bound for
life with the Channel Island.

First Sea Lord Admiral Sir
Jonathon Band agreed that the
warship, currently in the latter
stages of fitting out on the Clyde,
could be affiliated with Guernsey.

“The island community knows
better than most the importance
of the Royal Navy in today’s
uncertain world,” said Guernsey’s
Lieutenant Governor — and
retired vice admiral — Sir Fabian
Malbon.

“I know from personal
experience that the people of
Guernsey will give Daring a
warm welcome whenever she is
able to visit.”

After first-rate sea trials off
Scotland last summer, Daring
returned to BAE Systems’ yard at
Scotstoun for continuing work to
finish her.

She is due back at sea this
spring for further trials and will
pay her first visit to her future
home of Portsmouth later this
year.

Daring is due to commission
in 2009.

York enjoys
hig package

HMS York will be out of action
for the next year as she undergoes
a £17m overhaul in Portsmouth.

It’s been four years since the
destroyer was last revamped.

This latest major package of
work is aimed at all parts of the
White Rose ship.

Her Sea Dart launcher is being
ripped out... and replaced with a
refurbished one.

The computer/comms system
will also be completely revamped
with fresh cables laid throughout
the ship.

The engines will receive some
TLC and a transom flap — a sort
of underwater spoiler — is to be
fitted on the stern to increase
York’s speed without increasing
her fuel consumption.

A team of 100 engineers
and shipwrights from FSL, the
Portsmouth support and repair
organisation, will also give
mess decks and living spaces a
makeover.

York will be in dry dock until
August and will not return to the
Fleet until March 2009.

Best in show

BASKING under the

beams of powerful
floodlights, another
day ends for HMS
Exeter at the 2008
London

Show.

Exeter was,
without doubt, the
largest and most
expensive craft on
show... and the
only one to have
shot down enemy
aircraft in battle.

The show has been
the preserve of the Type
23 frigate fleet in recent years;
in fact, Exeter was the first
destroyer to visit the event
in the heart of London’s
docklands.

Getting into King George
V Dock was, we’re told
“challenging” as the inclement
January weather raged.

Indeed the show opened in
pouring rain, which meant the
Band of the Royal Marines
could be found inside the
ExCel exhibition centre
providing appropriate musical
accompaniment for the
opening ceremony (the weather
cleared up sufficiently later for
the musicians to perform on
the quay next to Exeter).

The ship herself was opened
to visitors throughout the
show; aside from tours of the
upper deck, tourists were also
permitted to tour some of her
superstructure, including the
bridge.

In excess of 2,000 people
climbed Exeter’s gangway
every day of the ten-day event
- that’s one in every six visitors
to the show (and 16,000 more
people than the Volvo Ocean
race simulator got... but 15,000
less than the number of pints

® Cold but at least dry... Mnes Lee Hanmore (left) and Rich ‘Reg’
Melia take a break from paddling the Gironde to pose in their

authentic 1942-era commando kit

of Guinness downed).

Many of those people

wandering around Exeter’s

hallowed passageways

in the January cold

attended the boat

show solely to see the
Falklands veteran.

When not hosting

dignitaries and

guiding the

public around the

destroyer, the

ship’s company

wandered through

the cavernous

ExCel centre in

No.1s - and were

invariably buttonholed by

visitors.

They did, however, find
time to clamber on to some of
the luxury yachts on display,
whose interiors were
f