






































14 NAVY NEWS, OCTOBER 2008

Rising sun

HE journey from Shanghai had been slow and
tedious for HMS Retribution, using sails instead of
paddle wheels to conserve a dwindling coal supply.

The steam frigate’s decks were crowded with artillerymen and
Chinese labourers, and she towed an ailing gunboat as she edged closer
to Yedo, her route marked by the passage of HMS Furious, bearing the
High Commissioner to China, Lord Elgin.

Many of her sallors were stricken with illness, and she herself was

scarred from participation in the
Anglo-Chinese War which sought
to pry open the stubborn door to
the Celestal Kingdom.

But Furious and Retribution
were names at odds with Elgin’s
mission — although a show of
strength, in the manner of the
American Commodore Perry and
his ‘Black Ships’ some five vears
before, certainly helped set the
scene for the British diplomats.

The signing of the Treaty of
Amity and Commerce with Japan
marked the start of 150 vyears
of official links between the two
countries, usually corchal though
with appalling exceptions.

Yedo now goes by the name
of Tokyo, there is no Retribution
or Furious in the RN Fleet, and
coaling 1s no longer an i1ssue
(though the price of whatever fuel
the Navy burns always will be),

And the sailors of HMS Kent
could certainly not afford to
languish on their sick beds as
the Type 23 frigate visited the
Japanese capital.

It fell to Kent to display the
White Ensign in the Land of the
Rising Sun for an action-packed
month-long visit which coincided
with the 150th anmiversary of the
signing of the Treaty.

After a grand arrival and formal
welcome by Japanese officials,
a British Embassy reception on

board took a James Bond theme,
with an Aston Martin on the jetty
and the city’s Rainbow Bridge
forming a spectacular backdrop.
British firms also displaved their
wares on board during a Defence
Industry Day, when the ship
hosted Japanese political, military
and civilian movers and shakers,
The RN delegation was led by
Rear Admiral Philip Wilcocks, the
UK Chief of Staftf (Capability),
who conducted diplomatic calls.
But while celebrations to mark
the anniversary formed a central
plank in the ship’s programme,
there were plenty of other
activities and tasks to keep the

@® Clockwise from top left: Kent saifors reach the top of Mount Fuji
in time to watch the sun rise; AB(WS) Cox protects the ship while
coming alongside in Okinawa; Kent rehearses replenishment at
sea approaches with USNS Rappahannock (foreground) and USS
McCampbell; Kent on exercise as seen from JS Murasame; Kent
approaches JS Murasame during a passing exercise or passex;
the spectacular skyline of Tokyo; HMS Kent give a 21-gun salute on
arrival in Tokyo; a taiko drummer on board Kent during the Defence

Industry Day
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ship’s company in high spirits and
fighting form.

The ship conducted two
demanding and very different
exercises, the first with elements
of the US Navy’s Pacific Fleet, the
second with the Japanese Marinme
Self Defence Force (JMSDF).

For the first, Kent worked with
American Arleigh-Burke destroyer
USS McCampbell and supply ship
USNS Rappahannock, based with
the Seventh Fleet at Yokosuka, in a
four-day anti-submarine, anu-air,
and electronic warfare exercise,
incorporating boarding operations
and gunnery drills.

Japanese destrover ]S Murasme
was the focus of the second
eXercise, covermg ant-submarine
warfare and ship-handling skills,

Kent’s Principal WWarfare
Officer, Lt Cdr Mark Anderson,
said: “It went a long way to further
strengthen already strong ties
between the JMSDF and the RN

and was particularly poignant
given thart this week 150 years ago
the first accords were signed.”

The two ships also exchanged
personnel during the exercise.

One of the most iconic images
of Japan is the sacred wvolcano
Mount Fuj, and almost a quarter
of the frigate’s company made it to
the summut at 3,776m (12,388ft).

The Kent team, led by Execunive
Officer Lt Cdr Mike Smith, first
climbed to a mountain refuge at
2.800m (9,186ft) where, as the
wind rose, they rested overnight
and enjoyed a simple Japanese
dinner of beef, rice and green tea.

The final push to the summit
proved challenging, and
not everyone made it
through driving, freezing
rain across slippery pumice
stone in time to watch the
sun rise.

LA(Phot) Owen King did make
it (formunately, as he was taking
the pictures...) and said: "It was
only after five minutes of climbing
it dawned on me how hard it was
going to be.

“I was very lucky to be able to
climb such a beaunful mountain,
although 1 don’t think I will make
a habit of climbing any more for
guite some ume - my legs took

three days to recover.”

The less-adventurous were also
able to marvel at all that Japan has
to offer, both historic (tranquil
palaces, temples and gardens)
and modern (designer shopping,
Disneyland lokvo and karaoke).

Even though the subrtler
elements may be lost to the gayin
or outsider, it was still part of
the experience for the likes of Lt
Cdr Sue Barrows, who visited the
temple of Senso-ji in Tokyo.

“Evervone was queuing to throw
coins and bow 1n front of a temple
tor some reason, so I did too and
then made a wish,” she said.

*It turned out later that was
exactly the night thing to do -
although I'm stll waiting for my
wish to come true...”

Lt Cdr Smith said the ship’s
company recognised the
significance of the wisit: “The
UK and Japan continue to enjoy
strong diplomanc and commercial
links, and the opportunity
to demonstrate that the UK is
continuing to engage 1n this region
15 an important part of HMS
Kent's tasking,”
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and amphibious warfare training,
damage control and firefighting,
and a variety of tasks designed to
improve command and leadership
skills,

Members of the RNR’s Above
Water Force Protectnion (AWEDP)
branch trained on board to further
develop their weapons and combat
techniques, allowing them to provide
a deterrent force capable of guarding
ships anywhere in the world in times
of heightened threat levels,

The RNR Air Branch took over
FEFA Fort Ausun’s flight deck for
the weekend, and more than 20
reservists experienced the terrifving
but exhilaranng feeling of being
suspended over the ocean on a light
jackstay between Fort Austin and
HMS Cumberland as the two ships
steamed along the Channel.

Sport also had a place, including
a fhercely-contested deck hockey
competiion which ostensibly

aimed to develop teamwork.,

The RN sport features a rope
ring for a puck, making it closer to
ice hockey than the field version —

though it is "a close relative of the
most dangerous sport on Earth
mixed hockey,” said Lt Parry.

And the reservists even found
time for that all important naval
tradition on Saturday evening -
the S0ODS (Ship’s Operatic and
Dramatic Society) Opera — which
proved to be a huge success, despite
(or perhaps because of) the variable
quality of the partcipants.

By Sunday lunch-ume the whole
thing was over.

“Everyone is shattered but
it's time to change hats and
become a civilian again,”
said Lt Parry.

*Soon I will be heading off back
home and then to the office for the
normal Monday morning routine.

“Sometimes it’s just a bit surreal
- ‘good weekend - what did vou
get up to?’ most colleagues ask as
part of the post weekend return to
work ritual.

“**Flew in a helicopter, hung
out in the middle of the Channel
(literally), put out a few fires and

Foe o

eturn to sea

bobbed around on a 20,000-tonne
warship - vou?’

“Most colleagues don’t bother
asking anymore. 1 wonder why?"

Cdr Dawvid Kay, Maritime
Reserves Staff Officer for the
South West, said: “This was a most
successful training event for the
South West’s Maritime Reserves,
and hugely enjoyable.”

Cdre Miller added: “Nothing
beats training naval personnel
afloat, no matter if they are regular
OT reserve,

“RFA Fort Austn, as the RFA
‘flagship’ training ship, was the
ideal platform for my requirements
with the ship performing superbly.

“The professional and
enthusiastic partcipation of her
ship’s company in all the weekend’s
activities has made this the success
it has been.

*And HMS Cumberland, despite
the rigours of OST, provided a
fantastic range of services too.

“This has been the best regional
training exercise since the days of
MCM 10 mustering off Gibraltar.”
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